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Excerpt of Lincoln's letter to Miss Mary Speed of Louiaville, Kentucky,
from Bloomington, Illinois, September 27, 1841.

"Do you remember my going to the city (probably Louiaville,

Kentucky) while T was in Kentucky, to have a tooth extracted,

and making a failure of it?

Well that same old tooth got to

paining me so much, that about a week since I had it torn
out, bringing with it a bit of the jawbone; the consequence

of which is that my mouth is now so sore that I can neither
talk, nor eat.

I am literally •subsisting on savoury

remembrances —that is, being unable to eat, I am living upon
'

the remembrance of the delicious dishes of peaches and cream
we use to have at your house."

Roy P. Basler, Editor
Marion Dolores Pratt and
Lloyd A. Dunlap, Assistant Editors:

The Collected Works of Abraham Lincoln,

Rutger's University Press,
1953, Vol. 1, pages 260-261

"One day in 1862, Dr. G. S. Wolf, 1313 New York Avenue, N.W., but one

door next to the church which Mr. Lincoln attended (Washington, D.

C),

was honored by a visit from the President, who asked that an annoying

tooth be pulled.

After the examination, Dr. Wolf selected a pair of

forceps, and as he adjusted it to tbe tooth, Mr. Lincoln exclaimed
"Just a minute, please

I"

To Dr. Wolf's surprise, the president reached

in his pocket for a small bottle from which he took a few deep inhalations

and then gave a signal to proceed.

Dr. Wolf stated that the contents

of the bottle was chloroform and that the extraction of the tooth was

practically a painless operation."

Dr. Milton H. Shutes, M.D.:

Lincoln and the Doctors.
The Pioneer Press, 1933, page 88.

Excerpt of letter by J. H. Littlefield to William H. Herndon, dated
December 11, 1866.

"Mr. Lincoln, one evening (1862) at the White House was

Buffering with pain caused by the extraction of a

*

raging

1 00th 1 ".•• n and not with standing the pain that afflicted

him, chatted humorously with here and there a flash of

real logic that showed that he comprehended the situation
(Tazoo River Expedition)."

Emanuel Hertz:

The Hidden Lincoln

From The Letters and Papers of
William H. Herndon, The Viking Press,
1958, page 334.

February 11, 1965

Dr.

Naynard K. Hine

Dean, Indiana University
School of Dentistry
1121 V, Michigan Street
Indianapolis, Indiana &6202

Dear Or. Hine:
Dr. Warren suggested th.it I send you the enclosed picture of the
instrument used by Dr. Wesley '.'ampler to remove one of Lincoln's
teeth in IS56, at '"ilton Station, Illinois.

You Bight also refer to the letter which Lincoln wrote to Htry
Speed on September ??. 18fel, Wtllng about a tooth extraction.

There is also the following quotation from the book, "Lincoln and
the Doctors'" by "ilton Shutes, K.D. , page 88:
day in 1362, Dr. G. S. Wolf, 1313 K«* York Avenue, N.W.,
wis honored by a visit from the President, who asked than
.
.
an annoying tooth be pulled."
''Ons

.

It was oleasant talking with you; I hope that we have been able to
help you, and that your engagement in Cleveland will be a success.

Yours sincerely,

rh/

Mrs. K. E. tfiggins
Asst. to Dr. ycVurtry

Digitized by the Internet Archive
in

Friends of

2012 with funding from

The

Lincoln Collection of Indiana, Inc.
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EDWARD C.

MILLS,

D.D.S., F.A.C.D.,

the beginning. Forceful, meaningful

INwords.

For always, everything has
beginning. Often
at the moment

seems of

—

little

import.

generations,

it

tion

its

is

through which the art or science has
passed, and the memory of the patient
toilers who have handed the torch to

who came

after, for the further en-

lightenment of the world,

—

is

dimmed, and

the result of arduous labor

and unselfish thinking
Jour. A. D. A.,

is

difficult to distinguish

as

dentistry,

authentic sources of

professional

advancement are

rare.

I

tion so inaccessible as to preclude previous

research,

and here present

my

substantiate the fact that

findings to

dentistry,

as

far as professional educational training
is

concerned, had

its

birth in the little

village of Bainbridge, Ohio, in the year

times, but little consideration

their legacy

it

become obtwo or three

have availed myself of sources of informa-

given to the long period of evolution

those

facts

information regarding the early history of

"beginning."

Many

The

between fact and hearsay.
In the science of even so young a voca-

historical

background becomes shrouded in mystery,
and only when Time reveals that someone with vision and science and skill has
offered to humanity comfort and welfare
and happiness, and the votaries become
zealous in expanding its field of usefulness, contemplating its increasing advancement in the future, is there awakened in the human mind that inherent,
inquiring impulse to go back to the

a tradition.

scure, until, after a lapse of

its

—

The

less

Columbus, Ohio

—becomes more or

March, 1982.
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1827.

Bainbridge was laid out in 1804 by
Gen. Nathaniel Massie, a Virginian, who
became very influential in the affairs of
the Northwest Territory and acted in the
capacity of surveyor in the making of
entries of land for those holding warrants in this section,

known

ginia Military District.

as the Vir-

He named

the

The Journal
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village in

American Dental Association

of the

honor of Commodore William
one of the nation's great

Bainbridge,
naval

Mary

whose wife was

heroes,

Taylor, a relative of General Massie's
friend,

Joseph Taylor, four of whose

sons became dentists and are referred to

elsewhere in this

article.

Soon after the town was laid out,
Massie employed Jacob and John Rockhold, who had settled at the Falls of
Paint Creek two years previously, to
build a hewed log house, which was used
as a store and was the first building on
the

town

plat.

Paint Valley, in which this village
is

just

beauty

lay,

another of those valleys whose
is

so characteristic of the scenery

Southern Ohio, receiving its name
from the creek which follows a serpentine
course throughout its entire length. It
is bordered on the north and south by

of

ranges of

hills of

fertile fields,

appealing beauty.

Its

once covered by dense pri-

meval forests, with an abundance of
game, and its streams teeming with fish,
no doubt had a strong appeal to prehistoric

man

in this vicinity, as did the

ceremonials,

respectively;

between the Miami and the valleys
is Fort Ancient, with a commanding position on one of the highest
points, well fortified by high earthen
breastworks, with stations from which
fires signaled messages of good or evil,
peace or war, throughout the tribal territory. This fort, which enclosed an area
to the east,

was

sufficient for cultivation,

retreat

a population of 12,016.

From

was more

Valley opens

and affairs of
community than in those
growing city.

—

a turbulent branch of Paint Creek.

The

elements here throughout the centuries

have wrought the curious formations so
characteristic of all caverns found in sections with a subterrain of limestone and
sandstone.

Before

the

advent

sturdy pioneers, this section
to

is

of

the

supposed

have been rather densely populated,

and archeologic explorations
near Bainbridge

show

a

in

mounds

marked evidence

and an advancement in agricultural pursuits. A few miles from the
village, on a commanding height, is Fort
Hill and a short distance farther, Serpent Mound, places of defense and of
of culture

;

evident that he

in the life

portal at Chillicothe.

a place of

during hostilities in those
days of the long ago.
This historical background, associated
with the lavish manner in which nature
had beautified the environments of the
village, must have been alluring to one
with the studious inclinations of Dr.
John Harris when he came to Bainbridge
in 1825. Its peace and quietude furnished
an ideal setting for the maturing of ideals
which he had no doubt been fostering in
his keen mind. He had been practicing
as physician and dentist at Madison,
Ohio, a post town in Hamilton County,
only 10 miles from Cincinnati, which had
safe

it is

its

some

shed,

Valley of the Scioto, into which Paint

Four miles west of the village are the
Seven Caves, on Rocky Fork at times,

while

miles farther to the west on the water-

It

may

a small rural

of

a rapidly

be of interest to quote from the

Ohio Gazetteer of 1837
population of the towns
activities

this fact,

interested

I

relative to the
in

which the

propose to narrate in

this

article took place.

In 1829, Bainbridge had about twentyfive

dwelling houses, three

and some

mills.

In 1830,

it

stores, a forge

had a popula-

tion of 279. In 1837,
It contains two houses of public worship,
both of brick, one school house, four retail
stores, with a ware-house attached to each,

four taverns, about 55 or 60 dwellings, 21 mechanics shops, 4 tanyards and about 400 inhabitants.

In the immediate vicinity are 2

forges, a rolling

and

slitting mill

and

nail fac-

Mills

— Cradle

of
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tory, 2 flour mills, 4

saw

mills

of the

and one

American Dental Association
dis-

tillery.

Chillicothe in

1829 had a population

of about 2,600, and in 1830, 2,840. Hills-

boro in 1829 had about sixty dwellings,
in 1833, a population of 600. Lan-

and

1829 had 1,500, and

caster in

in

1833
1829

could boast of 1,800. Columbus in
had a population of 2,014, and in 1830,

Bainbridge at present has a population

The Milford

750.

main
between Cincinnati and

artery of travel

Pike,

the

Fig. 2.

Chillicothe, passed through

Bainbridge.

23 miles to the west, and
Chillicothe, 20 miles to the east, were
both more populous. The latter, having
been the state capital in 1800-1810 and
in 1812-1816, would have furnished a
larger clientele
state,

;

but for reasons

we

are

Dr. Harris preferred the

smaller village.

The

Hedrick, a high school student

To

the extreme left

is

the cemetery

where the "forefathers of the hamlet
sleep." Mountain Street, running along
the east side of

Main
The road

intersects

it,

one block to the north.

Street
to the

right of the middle of the picture, lead-

the Greenfield Pike, which

is

crosses Paint

Creek and takes

through the picturesque

The Milford

tance.

course

its

hills in the dis-

Pike, the

main

street

—Bainbridge.

Hillsboro,

unable to

Hugh

ing north,

2,430.

of

to

at Bainbridge.

photograph of the Village of Bainis taken from the range of hills
the south, and for this we are indebted

the

of

from

village,

passes

directly

through

east to west.

Itinerancy at the present time often
savors of quackery, but at that period

when

settlements were small

the

roads and modes of travel

difficult, it

and

was

necessary for the practitioner of those

days of long ago to travel through the
countryside and from town to town, that
he might procure a livelihood.

bridge

there

to

was

were quacks
also

a

class

No

in those days,

of

doubt,

but there

men with medical

Mills

training

who had

chosen

— Cradle
to

of

practice

dentistry in conjunction with medicine,
realizing
ure.

To

its

importance as a health meas-

membership

John Harris could

in the latter class,

justly lay claim, as

is

evidenced by his unselfish career.
The office of John Harris in Bainbridge is still standing on Main Street,
on the north-east corner of the alley west
of Mountain Street and is owned by Mr.
J. W. Steadman.
In a letter under date of Sept. 26,
1931, Mr. E. E. Rockhold, of Rockhold,

Fig.

3.

— Dr. John

Brown and Company,
to the

8,

1924,

aged 81 years.

My

grandfather and

father were both merchants here for quite
number of years.

a

For a village of its size, Bainbridge
had its full quota of members of the
medical profession. At the time Dr.

we

Harris made his advent,

Supporter

&

licothe, the

find in the

Gazette, published in Chil-

following names of physicians

located in Bainbridge:

Benjamin Dod-

Wampler and Benjamin O. Carpenter, who had recently

dridge, Drs. Fletcher

entered into partnership in the practice of

Harris' residence and

office in

Bainbridge.

bankers of Bain-

"medicine and physic and surgery," and

house in which Dr.

Dr. James B. Finley, "back of Mr. H.
Turner's store," who had succeeded to
the office of Dr. Kirker McCague, but

bridge, states:

With reference
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Harris lived and practiced dentistry, I would
say that my father has told me of it quite
a number of times, and it is the one recently
photographed by your brother Dr. C. W.
Mills. My great-grandfather Joseph Rockhold came to this part of Ohio from Pennsylvania. He first settled on High Banks, below
Chillicothe, where my grandfather was born,
in 1801. He later settled in this neighborhood
on Cove Run. My father, Elijah Rockhold,
was born in Bainbridge and died here June

recently deceased.

The

dental

profession

—probably

a

misnomer as applied to dentistry of that
day was not represented. Chillicothe,
at the time, had eleven or more physicians
and its first resident dentist in the person
of Joseph Giles Dunlap, who had studied

—

with a Dr.

Drummond

of Louisville,

Ky.

The Journal
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The name "Dunlap" was
dentistry

in

Chillicothe

of the

American Dental Association

associated with

The

through

was the Medical Department of the Transylvania University
of Lexington, Ky., organized in 1817. In

three

generations.

MEDICINE

The

practice of medicine in Ohio, pre-

1811, was unrestricted. The
was admitted to the Union, Feb.

vious to
state

10, 1803,

and the general assembly,

at its

ninth session, Jan. 14, 1811, created and
established the

The

state

and

in each

first state

medical society.

1850, it was removed to Louisville and
became the Kentucky School of Medicine.
In 1908, it became the Medical
Department of the University of Louisville. Announcements of this college were

published in the Supporter

was divided into five districts,
was appointed a board of

the purpose of examining candidates for

and
June and

the practice of "physic, midwifery

surgery."

The

November

of each year.

board met

in

Fee for

license

DENTISTRY
Dentistry was being practiced without

each court of

should constitute a medical

trict,

and, in each five censors were ap-

dis-

pointed to examine candidates under this
censors of each district sent one

delegate to a convention held in
bus,

known

as

The

the medical

Colum-

convention

convention was the only

body empowered to grant

licenses,

but

the censors of a local district could issue
a

as

it

received the consideration

health measure which

a

temporary permit, until the above-men-

The

to

was many

it

merited.

the newspapers during these years con-

of

pleas

of Ohio.

years before

it

common

district

The

any legal restraint and was destined
continue so for some time, as

In 1821, an act provided that

out a license, could not collect accounts

act.

Gazette

some who had been in
practice induced many incompetent and
unqualified persons to enter its ranks, and

was $5, and any person practicing with-

the

£5°

during 1824.

three medical censors or examiners for

by law.

nearest college out of the southern

part of the state

success of

many announcements

tained

dentists,

of itinerant

making extravagant claims

The

to their ability.

as

spirit of selfishness

and secretiveness that prevailed among
practitioners who did possess any knowledge and technical ability was a serious handicap to dental education and
progress.

Dr. John Harris, from
in the practice of

his experience

medicine, early realized

tioned convention convened, and licenses
were then granted by ballot.
In 1824, the Act of 1821 was repealed
and a new act, creating twenty medical

the importance of a medicodental educa-

was enacted which, among other
provisions, made it obligatory that a can-

general health. This

districts,

didate for examination have received instruction under a preceptor.

The

only medical college in the state

from 1819

to

1833 was the Medical Col-

which
later was merged with the Miami Medical College to form the Medical Department of the University of Cincinnati.

lege of Ohio, located in Cincinnati,

tion for the successful practice of denfully recognizing

tistry,

treatment

of

conditions
is

its

value in the

involving

the

voiced in his writ-

ing of a later date. 1

The
ber,

medical colleges, so few

had more

in the

to teach than

in

num-

possible

two-year course prescribed, and

seemed impracticable

ment

was

to

it

have a depart-

of dentistry attached to these in-

stitutions.
1.

Harris, John:

1845-1846.

Am.

J.

Dent. Sc, 6:100,

Mills

— Cradle

of

Dental Education
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Madison, located

Shortly after Dr. Harris had located

John Harris'

office at

in

Bainbridge, devoting more than half

at Greenfield,

about 15 miles to the north

his

time to the practice of dental surgery

and the remainder to the practice of
medicine, James Taylor, who lived in the
vicinity,

entered his

office

as a student,

no doubt to prepare himself as an applicant for examination by the censors of
one of the district medical societies.

of Bainbridge, for the practice of medicine.

He

had no doubt followed an

itin-

erant practice before locating in Greenthe Supporter

field, as

issue

of

&

September,

Gazette, in an

1823,

advertises

among the list of letters uncalled for at
Old Town, Ohio, one for Chapin Harris.

Jf BAINBRIDGE OHIO

JOHN HARRIS SCHOOL
MEDICAL INSTRUCTION
1827

DENTAL COLLEGES
OF

UNITED STATES AND CANADA
ALOEN

BUSH COLUMBUS OHIO

4.— Order of establishment of dental colleges in United States and Canada.
supplement, page 382.)

Fig.
in

J

Whether

influenced by his preceptor, or

following the natural bent of his

own

mind, he became more interested in the
dental phase of Dr. Harris' practice than
in the

medical.

Dr. Chapin A. Harris, a brother of
John Harris, who had been a student in

(See key

Dr. Chapin Harris also became interThis was most fortunate in view of the ideals for dentistry
ested in dentistry.

the mind of Dr. John Harris, for
Chapin A. Harris and James Taylor
were to carry on, in the not distant future and on a more pretentious scale,
in

The Journal
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of the

American Dental Association

those precepts which

Cincinnati, or possibly from the dentists

instil in their

themselves.

John Harris was to
minds and those of others,
from the school of instruction he was on

the eve of establishing in this, the village
of his adoption.

Further, the effulgent

knowledge from his primitive school were to be diffused into every
institution where dental science was to
be taught throughout the ages that were
rays of dental

to follow.

An

obituary of Dr.

Edward

Taylor,

2
published in the Dental Register, states

that he was born "near Bainbridge,
which place might very properly be called
the starting point of the

following

pi-

oneers of the profession in the Mississippi

Valley: Drs. John, James and Chapin
A. Harris; Dr. Jones, formerly of Dayton, Ohio Dr. Wampler of Illinois Dr.
Church of Baltimore Drs. Joseph, James
;

;

;

and Irwin Taylor."

The

pen of Dr. Jonathan Taft,

is

No mem-

;

those

who were

left a rich legacy of

to fol-

information

concerning dental organizations and their

and regarding the outstanding
of his day, their aims and achieve-

activities

While

his

statement

is

significant,

Dr.

Taft passes over the matter with the
mere mention of such names as had come
to his attention as

with Bainbridge.

Ohio College

having been associated

He

graduated from the

of Dental Surgery in 1850,

but

teacher,

to

make

himself

Dr. Harris had a wider vision than

the

He

had a

to

desire

one or two
enroll

to

a

number to make worth while
efforts he was prepared to put forth,

and the plan he adopted explains why
"Bainbridge was the starting point of so

many

pioneer dentists."

Had

his plans,

methods and means been known to Drs.
Taylor and Taft, they would have made
a secure place in that galaxy of names

Ohio has given to dentistry, for the
name of John Harris; and Bainbridge
would have become a shrine of dentistry,
that

as the place

ments.

a

as an instructor.

sufficient

publishing material or contributing mate-

dentists

countryside,

known

time

was more familiar with dental literature
than he few, if any, were so zealous in

He

boring

students.

at that

Dental Register.

rial of interest to

rare qualities as

his

from the

ber of the dental profession of that period

low.

to

makes no mention of any method he
adopted, beyond the confines of the neigh-

that of being preceptor

foregoing statement

editor of the

James Taylor was born March 25,
was but 16 years of age when
he entered Dr. Harris' office as a student.
It is very unlikely that Dr. Harris would
discuss with one so young any plans he
may have had in mind for securing students in the future, and it is highly probable that Dr. Taylor never did know that
Dr. Harris resorted to announcements in
the public press under "Medical Instruction." Dr. Taylor, in his remarks preceding an obituary of Dr. Harris, 3 refers
1809, and

where

to dental education

his vitalizing

marked

the

impulse
first

vance of dentistry to the rank of

ad-

a pro-

fession.

The

district

medical societies created

by the Act of 1824, requiring

all

can-

didates for examination by the board of

about twenty-five years after the time of

censors to have had instruction under a

the dental activities in this village, and

preceptor, provided an opportunity for

these names no doubt had come to him
through the Taylors, then practicing in

cal instruction.

2.

Dent. Reg., 22:91, 1868.

Dr. Harris to establish a school for mediAlthough he had devoted
3.

Dent. Reg., 3:49-52, 1849-1850.

—

—

:

Mills

more than

— Cradle

of

half of his time to the practice

of dental surgery for

more than

ten years

previous to 1830, according to his an-

nouncement in the Ohio State Journal
Columbus Gazette j issue of Oct. 14,
1830, a photographic copy of which is
shown herewith, he was undaunted in his

which is shown herewith. This announcement first appeared in the issue of Nov. 1,
1827, and last appeared in the issue of
Dec.

&

enthusiasm in meeting this opportunity.
His experience as a physician and later as
physician and dentist had convinced
of the importance of

struction

for

him

some medical

the successful

in-

practice

of

369
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the

1827.

6,

As

my knowledge goes, this is
announcement of professional

far as

first

lectures by an individual in the public

press or elsewhere,

and the only one by a
who was himself to

physician and dentist

deliver lectures on the entire curriculum
of medical subjects,

and concurrently be

devoting more than half his time to the
practice of dental surgery.

Medical Instruction.

This school

is

DENTAL, SURGERY.

J. HARRIS, of the Tillage of
DR.Bainbridgo,
making,
Ross county,
is

DR. JOHN HARRIS.
RKSl'KCTFUiuJLY informs Hie

a variety nf preparations ant! arrange*
wonts for the instruction of a private fclats
of Medical Students preparatory to
their entering a Medical College, for

zo.it of H»ii»!>ridiri>

tonus, tuat be has just received a large

the consumrr.aliou of their profession
Among which are Anatomical preparations and Cbemicil Apparatus, sufficiently extensive for the exhibition of 0iany
important experiments, He witldehvor
Lectures, during the winter season, at
least once a week on each of the following branches, viz; Demonstrative Anat-

•ripply of

fenrgicft\ Instruments,
Among winch aroa full set. for Oih pracFrom hiskoowtice of D .ntel Surgery
Med'cal Profession, Surgery
ahd P'-ntal Surgery in partioulnr, he tlalters himself (bathe shall be able to render general satisfaction to all, who may
He will
bate oecasiou to employ tarn
set ArUdciaHTeetb with much pcrman
ekcy and so natural if) appearance, as to
escape detection; a H d t withoui that pain
so rvteequent upon the operation, as
pe.r/orMed by most Dentists cure all
ledft* of the

omy, Operative Surgery and Chemistry;
and during .the Summer aeaaoo, he will
devote as much of his time in lecturing; on
Osteology, Physiology, Materia Mtdica,
Theory and Practice of Medicine and
©bstetricks, as his profusions! avocations may permit; and every possible facility will be afforded to those who may
soe cause to patronise hia efforts. No
Student will be received who has not at
least a first rate English education.
Terms of Tuition will be reasonable, depending on circumstance*.

October

—

—

cases of Scurvy of the Teeth .preserve
those that are decaying, by pugging
ex'.ractall kinds of Teeth and Slumps,
with esse; and perform every other operation of anental character.

Bainbjidge; Feb. 7, 1828

3S--6

25, lfi2?«

Fig.
Fig.

5.

— Dr. John Harris' announcement ap-

pearing in the Supporter
Nov. 1, 1827.

&

Gazette, Chilli-

cothe, Ohio,

dentistry,

and such students

come under
tice of

as

were

to

his instruction for the prac-

medicine would, by virtue of

citi

and connf-uoiis

this

6.

5fc-tf

— Dr.

Supporter
appearing

John Harris' announcement in
Gazette, Chillicothe, Ohio, first

&

in Feb. 21, 1828, issue and discontinued after Dec. 3, 1828.

in

marked contrast

to

our present-day

schools in that one teacher instructed in a

variety of

subjects,

whereas

now

each

study, be better prepared for the practice

teacher confines his instruction to one or

of dentistry, should they elect to study

possibly

In furtherance of his plans,
in

the Supporter

in Chillicothe, his

cal

instruction,

a

&

we

it.

find,

Gazette, published

announcement of mediphotographic copy of

The
ments

two

subjects.

preliminary educational require-

announcement inDr. Harris was an advocate

specified in the

dicate that

of higher standards than

would be

ex-
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pected for that period, and to base an

opinion on the qualifications and character of those of his students

whose

activi-

have come to our attention, he must
have adhered strictly to such standards.
ties

Owing

to the absence of data,

possible to estimate the

it

number

im-

is

of stu-

dents enrolled at Dr. Harris' school, or

what percentage

on the
became more inter-

of them, intent

practice of medicine,

ested in dental surgery. In fact, the latter

Dr. Church was born in Middlesex, N. Y.,
March 3, 180S, and at about the age of seventeen commenced the study of medicine, which
he pursued with great zeal for upwards of
four years. During the last two years of his
studentship he was under the tuition of the

author and his brother Dr. John Harris, and
devoted a considerable portion of his time to
Dental Surgery, upon the practice of which,
after having completed his medical education,
he immediately entered. 4

From

these data,

may

it

be deducted

ing students for the practice of dentistry

Dr. Church was a student as late
as 1826-1828, at which time Dr. Harris
had his school in full operation in Bainbridge. It may be of interest that Dr.

was Dr. Harris'

Church invented forceps

class

the only one of

is

which we have

information, which indicates that preparchief motive.

As further evidence of such a purpose,
we find in the Supporter & Gazette, issue

that

for extracting

the upper third molar, which, in 1849,

medical instructor another announcement

were used by the majority of dentists in
the United States. Dr. Church practiced
in
Natchez, Miss., Memphis, Tenn.,
Kentucky and western New York State.

Dr. Harris,' a photographic copy of
which is shown herewith. (Fig. 6.)
This announcement was continued

July 22, 1832, thirty-six years prior to
the reference by Dr. Taft to the dentists

of Feb. 21,

months

1828, but two and one-half

after publication of his notice as

of

until the issue of

The

Dec.

3,

1828.
re-

ceived a large supply of Surgical Instru-

among which

ments,

are a full set for

would

died in

New York

State of cholera,

of Bainbridge.

statement that he had "just

practicing Dental Surgery"

He

indi-

cate that he had installed an additional

Dr. John Allen, pioneer in porcelain
was another student at Bainbridge not included in Dr. Taft's list.
He was born in New York State, Nov.

dental art,

For many

was

4,

1810.

outfit for the use of his students,

a

practicing

subsequent portion of

Dr. B. L. Thorpe, in his "Biogof Pioneer American Dentists
and Their Successors" ( 1909) states that

was

his

and the
announcement

possibly intended to attract patients

for the dental clinic that he

lishing in

which

was

estab-

to give technical instruc-

years, his father

physician

raphies

Thorpe

is

ate practice.

Harris

was conducting

are convinced that Dr. Taft's

list

from Bainbridge did not

in-

of dentists

clude

all

of the students of Dr. Harris'

in fact, they seem to have come
from remote sections. In a biographic
sketch of Dr. Edward P. Church, Chapin

school

(1829), he be-

"at the age of nineteen

came

We

Cincinnati,

Ohio.

This is a reasonable
presumption, since he had been practicing
for at least seven years and no doubt had
a sufficient armamentarium for his privtion to his students.

in

a student of Dr.

Chillicothe

year

he

.

.

.

John Harris

of

after a pupilage of one

removed

to

Dr.

Cincinnati."

Dr.

in error as to the place, as
his

school

in

Bainbridge in 1829, and did not locate
in Chillicothe until

May,

announcement appearing

1830, his

in the

first

Supporter

;

A. Harris states:

4.

Harris, C. A.: Dictionary of Dental Sci-

Biography, Bibliography and Medical
Terminology, Ed. 1, Philadelphia: Lindsay

ence,

&

Blakiston, 1849,

p.

134.

Mills
&"

Gazette,

May

1830,

26,

graphic copy of which

is

— Cradle

of

photo-

a

shown herewith.
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announcements of itinerant dentists who

Undoubtedly, inspiration and instruc-

were received in this primitive school
by others whose names have been lost to
history, but who, in their humble and
earnest manner, nevertheless imparted to
less fortunate members of the vocation
the precepts and principles which Dr.
Harris had instilled in them, all of which
were to redound to the unsung praise of
tion

this unselfish

promoter of dental

science.

An examination of the Cincinnati
newspapers previous to this date, furnishes some information regarding the
dentists who visited there during these
years.

ETHERIDGE

T.

& Cincinnati Ga-

In the Liberty Hall

July 1, 1816, T. Etheridge,
Dentist, informs the ladies and gentlemen

zette, issue of

of that place that he will tarry a short

time at Mrs. Emerlong's,

He

DR. JOHN H\RftiS,

SURGEON DENTIST.
oS

Ladiei end QenUeuenof ChitUcotbe
itinotuilT, in the fsrioui branchetof

ural and artificial, and touching

DENTAL ART.

•

INTENDS staying in this city a few wxtks and
to the duties of
Having received the most flatencouragement from the inhabitants of
Montreal and Quebec, (where he regularly
studied this surgical branch cf science) also from
the citizens of Pittsburgh, Lexington and Louis,
ville, he cannot but expect similar patronage
from the gay, the fashionable, and the wealthy o>

«;>•

tering-

Hurley's,

.

.

J

—

Fig.
Dr. John Harris' announcement appearing in the Scioto Gazette in May, 1830.

Fig.

Dr. James Taylor, in an obituary of
Dr. John Harris, 3 states: "In dental surgery, Dr. Harris was principally his own
instructor ... he obtained from an itinerating dentist some knowledge of the
constructive branches of the profession."

Being established in the practice of medicine at Madison, but 10 miles from Cincinnati, he was no doubt attracted by the

8.

made at

his lodgings at

Mrs.

street.

3,

—Dr.

SJ-tf

1817.

Eleazar

ment appearing

Parmly's

announce-

Liberty Hall

in the

cinnati Gazette, Nov.

3,

&

Cin-

1817.

say that no fashionable person

fice it to

will neglect so important a part of clean-

The

liness."

the

DENTISTS IN CINCINNATI, OHIO,
1816 TO 1825

Main

November

HARRIS

Fledge* himself that all speraticnttfaall be performed in a atyle of aeatnem, elegance and dir<
ability, not to be »ijrpa«sed in the United Stajei.
Hii ofcarjes will be moderate.
>* 3w
May 86.

flourishing metropolis.

Application to be

STREET.

7.

young and

this

at «is residence o* bicwkb

im.

devote a share of his time

will

his profession.

DENTAL CHARACTER
is

PARMLY,

E.

to etoape detection; end without
penranoe
tbat pain ro-ooaaequent upon the operation, us
performed bT moit dantinti; care all caiM of
•curvy of the teeth; preierve thoee that are decaying, by plugging^ extract aU kind* of teeth
and ttumpe witb ease, and perform eyerj otber
operation of a

His officx

upon the

DENTIST,

ARTIFICIAL TEETH,
to natural in

Street.

both nat-

importance of their care, remarks: "Suf-

«Dit

oil knowledge of I he Medical Prefe»ioo,
Surgery and Denial Surgery in particular, he
flatten binwelf tbat he •hall be able to rmiuVr
general •atufsciiou to all who may be pleated
He wiH ut
to favor bio witb a call.

With much permaoeooy, and

Main

calls attention to the teeth,

From

L_l

1825, the

visited that place previous to

year he removed to Bainbridge.

(Fig. 7.)

same

4,

of

T.

Etheridge,

issue

of

November

year, reports the suicide of

by morphin, as having oc-

curred October 29, and that "he was in
the prime of life, skillful in his profession,
leaving a young
E.

The same

widow

but no children."

PARMLY 6

paper,

Nov.

3,

1817, pub-

For biography, see Thorpe, B. L.

BiogPioneer American Dentists and
Their Successors, in Koch, C. R. E.: History
of Dental Surgery, Vol. II, Chicago: National
Art Publishing Co., 1909, p. 81.
5.

raphies

of

:

:
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announcement of Eleazar
shown in Figure 8.
This announcement was discontinued
with the issue of December 18 the same
an

lished

Parmly,

The

year.

following

appears

May

6,

lished the

Cincinnati Gen-

May

1819, pub-

15,

announcement of Dr. Rufus

Somerby
DR. SOMERBY
SURGEON DENTIST

PARMLY

DENTIST
Will execute

&

The Western Spy
eral Advertiser of

1818:
E.

SOMERBY

DR.

as

in the line of his profession, in

May. Applilodgings at Mrs.

Tenders his Professional services to the
and gentlemen of Cincinnati, etc. Op-

ladies

Cincinnati, until the fifteenth of

erates for every disease incident to the teeth

made at
Main Street.

and gums, and inserts natural and artificial
teeth from one to a full set.
His room is at Mrs. Gibson's boarding
house, No. 20 Main Street, nearly opposite
the Farmers and Merchants Bank.

cation to be
Burley's,

his

April 29, 1818.

PLANTOU

DR.

The

May 1, 1819.
The same paper,

Cincinnati Advertiser of Nov. 17,

-

"

I)r

PtA^NTOU,

56

announcement

lished his

t.f.

Sept. 14, 1822, pubas

surgeon den-

r~M!{.GRREN,

SURGEON DENTIST,
SUJlCEOSiS" Dehtjst,

MOST

from Pabis.

respeciluliy offers his prof' ssional
services to the Ladies and Gentlemen "I
Cincinnati and its environs.
Mr, G. feels confident bis skill, in removing
diseases of the mouth, beautifying and restoring
teeth (however discolored) "to their original

Dentist, from

PLANTOU, Surgeon and
Dr..Parts,
on his way to New-Orleans, respectLadies and Gentlemen of Cinremain five or six days, and
perform during' tfet time any operations of the
Dentist's art; such as 'cleaning the n-c'.h, so as to
render the black ones white c'.< a' jug them from
decar.plugging. them with gold or lead, so as
to prevent* the pain and the progress cf decay; extracting those which are painful, orYihioh
corrupt the breath replacing those which are

fully informs tbe

cinnati, that he. will

pearly whiteness, stopping the progress of caries, and relieving the most painVui affections,
will be justly appreciated.
Ladies and Gentlemen waited on at their residences.
t 'ihce open from 10 A.
M, to 4 P. M. at the

;

Wee

;

Grctra

by artificial ones.
The Doctor also gives advice on

lost

Hotel, i'ront Street.

Cincinnati, October

the eyes, and.

1,

1819.

fi'J.2

that p;i-t <,f burger}'.

peifofnis the operations of
Dr. Plantcti lives at Mr. Weaver's on V ront st.
where he has a private room ; though he will
call at anv ladie>' houses.

Cincinnati, jYotj.

1

7,

1

8

1

Fig. 10.

pearing

22—

3.

— Announcement

in

the

Gazette, Oct.

—

Fig. 9.
Dr. Plantou's announcement appearing in the Cincinnati Advertiser, Nov.
24, 1818.

1818, and the Liberty Hall

& Cincinnati

Gazette of Nov. 24, 1818, carried an
announcement of Dr. Plantou. The for-

mer

paper, in the issue of

November

24,

same announcement, enhanced
by a cut, a photograph of which is here
shown. (Fig. 9.)
The cut of the four incisors with clasps
for attachment to the cuspids is significant, showing that the French appealed

carries the

to the esthetic early in their restorations.

8,

"Member

tist,

New

Liberty

Mr. Green ap-

of

Hall

&

Cincinnati

1819.

of the

Medical Society

in

Orleans," and stated that he would

remain for four weeks only. "Office
Corner Broadway and Columbia

.

.

.

Streets."

Dr. Somerby

visited Cincinnati about

John Harris became interdentistry. If these two came into

the time Dr.
ested in

personal

professional

contact,

it

have been most fortunate for both.

Somerby was the
thuse

caliber of

Harris as to the

man

must
Dr.

to en-

possibilities

of

had the character and
professional ability which destined him
dentistry

;

and

also

Mills

to a high

— Cradle

of

rank among the pioneer dentists

Much

information

is

obtained of him
in

the Dental

Register 6 :
He was born at Newburyport, Mass., Jan. 9,
1791.
His father, though an Englishman,
served for the cause of the Colonies in the
Revolution, and was detailed for guard duty

around the scaffold upon which the intrepid

Andr6 paid the death penalty.
As a boy he had a desire to follow the sea,
but his sailor life was confined to one voyage
to Europe; when the War of 1812 so interfered with the commerce of New England, he
abandoned the sea forever. Being in delicate
health he established himself in some mercantile pursuit in Alexandria, and later removed
to Georgetown, D. C. Here he became acquainted with Dr. Durroux, a prominent dentist,
and placed himself under his tutelage.

T.

<*.

where he practiced

He was

American Journal

The

Fig.

11.

— G.

2,

&

Science.''

the

which he

"He

following tribute:

enjoyed the respect of the community in

which he lived and was beloved by

who knew

him.

cherished by the hearts of the

were wont

to

receive his aid in
life's

all

We leave his name to be
many who

sympathy, and
the troubles that bestrew

meet

his

pathway."

C.

MUNROE, DENTIST,

highly imHAVING perfected himself in this
the most em-

portant science with one of
DENTISTS inthr United States.and being
an eye-witness to roost ol the recent and impror
ved operations opon the Teeth, SJc. in the At.
lantic States, offers his professional services to
the good citizens of Cincinnati (among whom
he has taken a permment residence)— and may
be fouml.at all hours of the day. at Col. MACK'S
Hotel, until his rooms are prepared to receive

inent

!

;

Patients
i

Cm. Dec.

S?"':~J

/3p5

14.

—

T. Ratrie's announcement in

the Liberty Hall

Dental

able resolutions at his death, in

'<>

'".

of

dentists of Louisville passed suit-

was paid

PRESEXT^

1

of the Mis-

invented a blow-pipe, illustrated in the

RATR1B,

hl> respects to the citizens of
Cincinnati ami its vicinity, and begs leave
offer his professional services to them.
He
>nay be found at Mrs. Bryson's on Main-street.
<;.T. It, has in his poas«sion vouchers of his
proficiency from the places lie has been pursuing
lis business, which as he is a stranger he will be
,?lad to exhibit to any person who may wish to
triiployhim. He would likewise refer them to
thC Hohrer, professor of Materia Medio,, in the
Medical College of Ohio,

member

elected a

Valley Association of Dental
Surgeons in September, 1851, and was
chosen president at the same meeting. He
sissippi

Dentist,

Cincinnati, Nov.-Zli,

until his death, Jan.

26, 1858.

of the Mississippi Valley.

from an obituary notice
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Cincinnati Gazette, Dec.

Fig. 12.
C. Munroe's announcement in the
Liberty Hall & Cincinnati Gazette, Dec. 21,

1824.

1820.

MR. GREEN
(from England)

Later, he practiced successfully in the

We

South and West as an itinerant.
find
an announcement of his in a newspaper
of Staunton, Va., July 10, 1818,

and

in

May

of the following year, in Cincin-

nati.

Later, he located in

New

Orleans,

where he remained seven years. On account of his health, he was forced to leave
and in 1828 returned to Cincinnati,
where he enjoyed a wide reputation and
stood deservedly in the front rank among
the members of the dental profession. In
1835, he removed to Louisville, Ky.,

The
the

Dent. Reg., 11:359, 1857-1858.

Oct.

£s°

Cincinnati Ga1819, published

8,

announcement shown

in

Figure 10.

In the Literary Cadet, Nov. 29, 1819,
in addition to his usual

Mr. Green

announcement,

says: "Children's teeth regu-

lated."

The
20,

Cincinnati Western Spy of

March

1820, contains an advertisement of

Durrels' Lotion for the teeth, and cure
for scurvy of the gums.
7.

6.

Liberty Hall

zette, issue of

Somerby, Ruf us

:

Am.

First Series, 1844-1845.

J.

Dent. Sc,

5 -226,
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RATRIE

Liberty Hall

&

graphic copy of which

Cincinnati Ga-

taker's

Figure 11.

journey north from

He

announced

on April 18,
with
an M.D. attached to his name, a degree
not used in his previous announcements.
his return

May

14, 1824,

GEORGE W. HUBLEY

The

Cincinnati Advertiser of Feb. 18,

W.

1824, announces "George

who

Dentist,

Hubley,

few weeks."

will remain a

James Whittaker,

here presented.

While we have no evidence

zette on Dec. 2, 1820, published the
announcement of Dr. Ratrie shown in

1823, and again on

is

(Fig. 13.)

practicing in

of

Whit-

Cincinnati on his

New

Orleans,

it

is

quite probable that he gave "the gay, the

fashionable

and the wealthy" of that

"flourishing metropolis"

the

benefit

of

knowledge, obtained while assistant to
Dr. Parmly, in which event, Dr. John
Harris may have had opportunity to further his knowledge of Dr. Parmly's
methods.
From the foregoing announcements, it
is evident that Dr. John Harris had the
opportunity to study the known methods
of technical procedure of that day, the

his

DENTIST,
(f.me nssistant (o Mr..Pariuly, of New-Orleans)
devoting the e:reatpr purl of his
titne io his proiV--.siofi.il practice, which is
the
highly approved plan of Mr.
precisely on
Parmly. According to the improvements of thai
gentleman, artificial TEETH arc fixed, without
the aid of Ligature, or any Metallic substance,
and in so perfect a manner, as at ouce to elude

DENTISTRY.

INTENDS

Member of tiu American Society of Denial Scrjeons.
r*|*AKES ihia method nf informing hie friends ami acquaintanees that lienas returned Io Clnllicolhe, for
1.
toe purpose of practising hu profession, and is amply prepared to aticjiH to. nil cases pertaining thereto. Hie stay will
depend cntiren/ upon Ihe demands for his services.
No
reference is deemed necessity, as he is to generally known.
I>r. H. is prepared to put in lull oremiie sets of teeth, and
svarraol ihero io -subseiye the purpose of otiginal teeth, for
mpstieati in or no charge will lie made.
He may be found at Mrs. Houghton's, Second St., a few
doors below Col. Madeira's Hotel.
Jul) 181, 1842.
Hif

detection.

Every other dental operation performed with
the greatest care and attentiou, and under toe
advantage of those important and skilful improvements, for which every person acquainted
with Mr. Farmty's method, have piven him

The terms
the most grateful commendation.
are so modei ale as to constitute no reasonable
objection.
J. H'hillaker may he consulted at his Room,
from 9 A. St. to !1 P. >l. at Mr. WiTfoVS Hotel,
sij;n

nf the Golden

Chillicothe,

Lamb,

for a

Fig.

few days.

Nov. M.

as a

'M

14.

—Dr.

member

John Harris' announcement

of the

American

Society of

Den-

Surgeons; published in the Scioto Gazette,
July 21, 1842.
tal

Fig. 13.

—James

in the Chillicothe

Whittaker's announcement

Times, Nov.

24,

1824.

French through Dr. Plantou or, more
the system of Dr. Durroux,
through his pupil Dr. Somerby the English through Dr. Green, and last but not
least, dentistry as practiced by the dentists in the New England States, through
probably,

His announcements appeared with reguduring this period.

larity

c.

The

MUNROE

Liberty Hall

&

Cincinnati Ga-

zette j in the issue of Dec. 21, 1824, pub-

lished an alluring

announcement. (Fig.

;

Eleazar Parmly or C. Munroe.
Basing our opinion on the testimony
of

12.)

In 1825, he had the rooms formerly

his

contemporaries

concerning

Harris' thoroughness as a student,

would conclude that each system

occupied by Dr. Ratrie, 7 Broadway.

The

Chillicothe

Times

of

his closest investigation, and,

Nov.

24,

1824, published an announcement, photo-

we

as prac-

by these itinerant dentists received
on the final
analysis of these studies, he adopted a
technical procedure which in his opinion
ticed

JAMES WHITTAKER

Dr.

— Cradle

Mills

was calculated

to

of

produce the most bene-

tal

Referring to the "Pioneers of the DenProfession of the Mississippi Valley,"

Dr. Taft mentioned "Drs. John, James
and Chapin A. Harris."

his announcement
American Society of

July 21, 1842, appears
as a

ficial results.
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member

of the

Dental Surgeons.

(Fig. 14.)

JAMES H. HARRIS
Thorpe

in error in

is

"Biographies of

Pioneer American Dentists," page 66,

JOHN HARRIS
(1798-1849) was the
founder of the School of Medical In-

clergyman."

struction. 8

son.

John

Harris

Dr. Harris was married, Nov. 12,
Mrs. Martha Edmiston Wampler, widow of Dr. Fletcher Wampler of
Bainbridge, whom she had married in
1

827, to

Chillicothe, Oct. 28,

1824.

In 1830, Dr. Harris moved from Bainbridge to Chillicothe.

Kentucky
in

in 1834.

He removed

He was

from the legislature for a dental college
Kentucky. He practiced in Louisville,
Frankfort and Georgetown until 1845,
when he was succeeded by Dr. Cyrenius
O. Cone, a graduate of the Baltimore
College of the same year. Dr. Cone was
recommended as "a man of moral and
professional worth" through the newspapers by Dr. Harris. Dr. Cone remained in Georgetown until the fall of
1846, when he became demonstrator of
prosthetic dentistry in his alma mater. 9
In the Scioto Gazette of March 4,
1842, appears the following announcement under "Dentistry":
Dr. John Harris, Dentist, formerly of this
the solicitation of

many

and acquaintances, has come

of his friends

to the determi-

nation to return to Chillicothe some time in
or June next for the purpose of attending to all the calls in the line of his profession.

May

Chillicothe,

March

4,.

1842.

'.

...

In the issue of- the Scioto Gazette of

James H.

brother

Harris,

9.

Footnote

5,

p. 266.

John

of

Harris, formerly of Madison, Ohio, lo-

cated in Columbus, Ohio, in

1822, as

announcement published in the
Columbus Gazette, issue of March 21,

per his

1822, as follows:

HARRIS

DR. J. H.

Hereby informs the public that
long since

made

permanent

place

now moved

(having

choice of this town, for his
residence, and having
same) he will as far as

of

to the

possible, attend to all calls in the line of his

profession.

His

office

High

east side of

and residence

Street,

first

is on the
door south of

the State House.

N.B. Dr. Harris and Mr. Jerome design to
keep constantly on hand at the Laboratory
formerly owned by R. Hart and Co. on Broadway, north of the Public Square, a general
supply of Copperas, Paints, Acids, Ethers and
Dr. Sourins Rheumatic Oil and Cerate that
has been so justly celebrated in many parts of
the world for the cure of Rheumatism and
chronic diseases of almost every description.
Columbus, March 18, 1822.

His residence

in

Columbus was

evi-

dently of short duration, as the Colum-

bus Gazette of Oct. 17, 1822, published
in a list of letters unclaimed at the post
office,

Oct.

1,

1822,

one addressed

to

"James H. or Chapin Harris."

The Lancaster Gazette

of

June

5,

1827, mentions a meeting of the Medical
Society of the 13th District and

Biographic sketches: Bull. Ohio State
Dent. Soc„ pp. 106-111 (May) 1927; Dent.
Cosmos, 71:1074-1081
(Nov.)
1929;
Tr.
A.D.A., 1930, pp. 201-207 ; Footnote 3.
8.

a

studied medicine with

brother John Harris while at Madi-

his

unsuccessful

in

city, at

He

to

an effort in 1836 to obtain a charter

in

"James H. Harris became

stating that

the

officers

elected

was:

among

"James

H.

Harris, Treasurer."

In the same paper, the issue of Dec.
30,

1828,

is

the

announcement that he
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of the

has resumed and will at all times
promptly attend to the practice of
"Physic, Surgery and Midwifery, and
has removed to the late residence of Dr.

McNeil, Broadway, near the Market
House."
The same card appears early in the following year, but his name is not included
in the list of

OR, JOHJT HARRIS,
SURGEON DENTIST,

Medical
zette of

FaOM. CH1LLIC0THE,

mention

RESPECTFULLY
and
bo

tenders his services to
tbo Ladies and Gentleman of Coluiiibu«
its vicinity, in the various branches of

his

|

|

[

each

and indicates to

during

this period of absence,

"

from
plugging teeth, each plug

-

All other operations in the

tion

•

t

;}

DE.YTISTUY.
The advertisement
Harris, which

of Doctor James IT.
found in a subsequent

is

brother to Doctor
practised in this

Xnn\ Harris, who lias
lor soinj weeks past,

town

and whose skill in Dental Surgery is geneWe have examined
rally acknowledged.
the testimonials of the former gentleman,
and can slate that thev hear sufficient evidence of his correct deportment and profesjustify the confidence of
those who may be pleased to avail themselves of his services as a Dentist.

sional ability,, to

—

Notice of Dr. James H. Harris'
Fig. 16.
announcement appearing in the Ohio State
Journal & Columbus Gazette, Nov. 18, 1830.

,00

same propor-

•

Watsox, John B.uliiache,

November, 1827; and in March, 1828,
John Harris had equipped his school with

G.

"A

are a full set for practicing

Dental Surgery."
As John Harris had been devoting

Esc£ and Doo»

Wriciit.

more than one-half of

As Dr. H. intends visiting thi6 placeonce in eachyear, those Ladies ar.'i Gentlemen who may have T. eth.inserte'd, wit! •njoy
the opportunity ol fiaviog (he same kept iio
order, without any extra' charge.
Oct. 12, 15306.;:.
:

.

—Dr.

'

;.

John Harris' announcement
the Ohio State Journal & Co14, 1830.

his

time to the

practice of dental surgery since 1820, as

.

appearing in
lumbus Gazette, Oct.

larger supply of surgical instruments,

among which

PS

15.

will be

respectfully rorominrnded to the
attention of our readers.
The advertiser is

column,

His offieeis at John WaUon>$ flottl; but he
Ladies at their resrlen.ee, if requestAs ho intends remaining but a few days
ui this place* those wishing his aid, will plcuoe
call as snon as convi'Bient.
For information with regard to tnVskill id
his profession, reference may be had to any
citizen- of Obillicothe,'or the following Gentlemen residing in this place, viz: Col Johk

Fig.

in

;

will visit

M

first

'

ed.

tor

1827 and

announcement of the school was made

5,00
J

that,

he was attending the school of John Harris at
Bainbridge, receiving instruction in den-

$3,0**

'

from Lan-

my mind

caster,

Dentistry.
Those persons whose gums are diseased, will
do well to .call immediately, a» all such .cases
require from one to si* or more sittings to ef
leet complete cures.
His charges will be as follows, viz;
artificial teeth,

as a physician.

the greater portion of 1828, as the

with much perniannncy, and so natural iu ap«
pearanco, at to escBpydctection; and without
:hat pain so consequent upon the operation,
as performed by most Dentists—-cure all cuaet
of scurvy of (lie teeth— preserve ihose that are
decaying— extract all kinds of teeth and
stumis with ease, and perform every other operation of a Dental character, in a 6tyle of
neatness, elogance and durability, not to be
surpassed in tow United States.
Dr. II has bi-en a practitioner for more
than te.i years, and has devuted more than,
half of his time to the theory and practice of

extracting
do
o,50
cleansing the teeth fn ordinary case3 1,00
treatment in relation to scurvy,

the Ga-

of Dec. 30, 1828,

tal surgery, in the latter part of

ARTEPIGKCAL TESTS,

"
"

found of him

indicates a previous absence

,

'ion, Surjfery.und Dental burgery, in p.irticnlar, he feels confident that he wil
be able to
give perfect and entire satisfaction, to all who
may be pleased to favor him with their patrouage.
He will set

"

is

in

1829; and no further

2,

The announcement

'

knuwleu^e of tbo Medical prof"-

For inserting

June

of the 13th District

published

'.

DENTAL ART,
From

members

Society,

shown by

the foregoing advertisement,

undoubtedly he had in 1827 a

sufficient

armamentarium

for his private practice,

and

supply" would indicate

this "larger

that he

had

established a clinic in con-

nection with his lectures.

,

— Cradle

Mills

of

In confirmation of the statement above
James H. Harris was a dentist instead of a clergyman, the item shown in
Figure 16 appeared in the same issue as
James H. Harris' announcement, Nov.
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CHAPIN

A. HARRIS
(1806-1860)

that

Space will not permit a review of the
career and achievements of Chapin A.

Harris, organizer of the

first

dental col-

18, 1830.

lege, at

Dr. James H. Harris, shortly after his
return to Lancaster in December, 1828,

journal (American Journal of Dental
Science) and prolific author.

devoted his time exclusively to dentistry.
He spent the major portion of his time in

DR. JJIS. H. HARRIS,
SURGEON DENTIST,
hikI its

tenders h.s services to
of Columbus
vicinity, in the various brunches of

the

.

At

New

a meeting of the dentists in

York City, Oct. 8, 1860, of which Eleazar Parmly was chairman and Solymon

Brown
tions

Ladies

den-

first

tal

secretary,

Fund"

timonial

RES I'ECTF LILLY
and Gentlemen
(ti>;

Baltimore, editor of the

under the "Harris Tes-

the preamble and resolu-

pay him the following tribute:

Every

distinct profession in

human

society

leading members, men of energy, talent and eminence. This is true of the dental

.

has

DENTAt ABT,
From hi* knowledge of the Me. heal profes*
sion, Surgery a ml Dental Surgery, in rmriicn-

its

profession as of any other, and not less true in

hir, lie |iliii s'e» himself to perform any operation
of.H Dental character, in a style of neatness,
elegance and durability, not to be surpassed.
Those who need his services, are respectfully invited to exninine his testimonials, hit improved mode and manner of operating, and
his work, and Judge for themselves.
His residence nnd loom is on the corner ol
High and Rich streets, a few doors snath of
J. Armstrong's Motel.
Early npnliowlinn is desirec!, especially in (ill
cases involving scurvy of the gnius and teeth,
or where decay, ulceration and pain, have
produced any considerable local or conslitu
tional irritation or disease; as those cast's will
reipnru two, three or in. ire sittings, with intervals of several d>i)S, to insure a perfect and
Instills cure.
Rut when the gums are to a
henliliv condition, teeth may be inserted po'as
to subserve all the purposes of the original
The na-'
teeib, both in beauty and usefulness
tural tei th may be disensi.d anil irritating matcavi'ies
\t!ecayoil
ter or caries removed ; their
prepared and filled, so as to render theirinsi
useful anil durable as if never decayed, with[oiit any delay, and generally at one sitting,,
and without pain.
Families, if requested, will be waited on at]

:

America than in other quarters of the globe.
The names of Greenwood, Woofendale, Gardette, Hayden, Flagg, Hudson, Koecker and
Randall among others that have left their
sublunary labors, are evidence of this fact.
It has become our melancholy duty in pursuance of the object of this meeting, ta add
another name to this catalogue, more highly
distinguished than any of his predecessors for
numerous and valuable contributions to the
science and literature of his profession, as
well as by his writings, as by personal inculcations as

head of the

oldest,

and for many

years, the only dental college in the world."
I recall,

while a student in the

office of

Dr. F. H. Rehwinkel, of Chillicothe, the pleasure it was to Dr. Rehthe late

'

>

their residence".'

Charges as low as can possibly be afforded.
10— tf
[Columbus, Nov 15. 1«A)

1

referred to the fact that Chillicothe

—Dr.

James H. Harris' announcement appearing in the Ohio State Journal &
Columbus Gazette, Nov. 18, 1830.
Fig. 17.

Lancaster, but

made

occasional trips else-

where, as is shown by the announcement
copy of which appears in Figure 17.
Later, he

winkel to relate the cordial reception
given to him by Dr. Harris when, in
1854, he matriculated in the Baltimore
College of Dental Surgery. Dr. Harris

went

to Baltimore,

there he died, Oct. 24, 1836. 10

Md., and

DR. JONES,

Footnote

4, p. 358.

"FORMERLY OF DAYTON"

Dr. John Jones was born in 1795 and
died at Dayton, Ohio, Sept. 11, 1850,
having practiced about twenty years.
11. Dent. Cosmos, 2:221, 1861. Biographic
references: Dent. Cosmos. 2: 274-279, 1860;

Am.
10.

was

only a few miles from Bainbridge.

J.

Dent.

Sci.,

Reg., 15:79-90, 1861.

10:588-591,

1860;

Dent.
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Shortly after

American Dental Association
lo-

the most sanguinary battles in the South.

Valley, and he prac-

He was mustered out Sept. 1, 1864.
After an imperiled service of four years,

he

entering practice,

Miami

cated in the

of the

Miamisburg and in neighboring
towns, removing to Dayton about 1840ticed in

He

it

was

meet a violent death
burning of Pike's Opera House in
his sad fate to

maintained a high standing in
his profession and only those who knew
him well could appreciate his private
worth. He received an honorary D.D.S.
from the Ohio College of Dental Sur-

22, 1866.

gery.

press

1842.

A

friend

death,

said

Dayton, writing of

in

"A man

:

no doubt

life,

by more of the

felt

He

is

either public or private."

many

Jones

S.

years

(1836-1883)

first assistant

the time that he received

he was assisting in removing

goods from the

office of

the

Adams Ex-

Company, where he was crushed by

the falling of the cornice.
It

was

said of

him:

"He was

a

man

citi-

tary affairs, brave in battle and possessed
of noble qualities of head

and heart." 18

12

buried with his wife, Susan

William

his injuries,

of personal excellence, intelligent in mili-

DR.

M.

Jones (1808-1884), and his sons William S. and Capt. James E. Jones, in
Woodland Cemetery, Dayton, Ohio.
for

At

his

zens than would be the loss of any other
citizen,

Thursday evening, March

Cincinnati,

highly esteemed

both in professional and private
loss is

his

in the

WAMPLER, OF ILLINOIS
Wampler was born in

Dr. Wesley
ginia,

Oct. 25, 1806, and died at

Vir-

Hum-

was

clerk of the

police court in Cincinnati.

Capt. James E. Jones deserves more
He was born at
passing notice.

than

Miamisburg, Jan. 31, 1835. In 1852, he
began the study of dentistry with Dr.

Taylor

in Cincinnati, and, in

1855, he

graduated from the Ohio College of
Dental Surgery. After practicing one
ville,

Ky.,

W.

H. Goddard of Louishe returned to Dayton and

year with Dr.

continued in practice.
interest

member

in

dental

of the

Mad

He

took an active

becoming a
River Valley Dental
affairs,

Society, Oct. 4, 1860.

In 1861, at the outbreak of the Rebelwith the "Dayton Light Guard" he
answered the first call of President Linlion,

Ohio Regiment, serving
from April to July, 1861. Reenlisting
Aug. 12, 1861, with a commission of first
lieutenant in the same regiment, he was
soon promoted to captain and, at the head
of his company, participated in some of
coln in the First

Fig. 18.
ley

Lincoln some time
Milton Station, 111.

Dent. Reg., 4:51, 1850.

with which Dr. Wesa tooth for Abraham
during 1856 while at

boldt, 111., July 27, 1875. His parents
were Joseph and Sarah (Stevens) Wam-

pler of Virginia,

who

later

resided at

They were also
the parents of Newton, who died in infancy, and Fletcher Wampler, a physician at Bainbridge, Ohio, who was born
May 16, 1804; married Martha EdmisOakland and

Paris,

111.

ton of Chillicothe, Ohio, Oct. 28, 1824,

and died

at

Bainbridge in

widow married Dr. John
12,

1827.

His

Harris, Nov.

1827.

13.

12.

— Instrument

Wampler removed

Dayton Daily Journal, March

Cincinnati Gazette,

March

27, 1866.

27, 1866;

Mills

— Cradle

of

Wesley Wampler also studied
and medicine in Baltimore,
Md., and as a pioneer "practiced on
horseback in Ohio, Illinois and Wisconsin," settling at Milton Station, now
Humboldt, Coles County, Illinois, in the
year 1840, and continued to practice until about 1868. While he was practicing
at Milton Station, Abraham Lincoln, on
his way to Chicago, had him remove a
tooth, the first he had had extracted by
a dentist. This was done some time durDr.

dentistry

A

photograph of the instrushown in Figure 18.

ing 1856.

ment used is
Dr. Wampler retired from practice
about 1868, and with his father was
commissioned by the government as surveyor for southern Michigan. The compass and chain used by them are in the
Henry Ford Museum at Dearborn,
Mich.
Dr. Wesley Wampler married at Pinhook, 111., in 1834, Mahala Longnecker

(March

30,

1817-Sept.

of five children

23,

They were

Maysville, Ky.
:

1889)

of

the parents

Matilda and

Isabel,

who

died in childhood, Joseph F. (Oakland,
TIL,

1846-1930), Thomas Wesley (Paris,

1850-1905) and Lawrence A. Wampler, who was born at Sheboygan, Wis.,

further information

28, 1858,

now

residing at Rich-

mond, Va. To Lawrence A. Wampler
and Miss Emma M. Wampler, of Chi-

is

available regard-

ing him.

JOSEPH, JAMES

DRS.

AND IRWIN TAYLOR

This name "Taylor"

is

so closely iden-

with the early annals of American

tified

dentistry,

family so

and about the members of

much

be redundant to offer

this

it

would

more than

a bio-

has been written,

graphic citation.

The Taylor

family

is

closely associated

with the settlement of the Paint Valley.
It

of interest to note that the

is

Ohio

pioneer of the family was William Tay-

Revolutionary soldier, native of
who, with his wife, Lucy
Imlay, settled about one mile from the
a

lor,

New

Jersey,

present site of Bainbridge, in 1800.
died April 24, 1830.
of

May

The

He

Scioto Gazette

19, 1830, states that

he

left four-

teen children, one hundred and twenty-

and seventy-five
Their oldest son,
Joseph Taylor (Sept. 27, 1770-Aug. 25,
1830), married Aug. 8, 1797, Jane Irwin
(Aug. 25, 1779-Oct. 19, 1847) in Kentucky, where his father had settled temporarily, and came to Paint Valley with
grandchildren

four

great-grandchildren.

the other

111.,

March

379
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members

They were

of the family in 1800.

the parents of seven sons

and two daughters. Four of the sons became dentists: Joseph (Sept. 23, 1806May 12, 1873) 14 James (March 25,
;

1809-June 12, 1881 ) 15 Edward (Feb.
16
Irwin (July
17, 1811-Feb. 26, 1868)
15, 1813-April 4, 1843). I am unable to
cite an obituary of Dr. Irwin Taylor, but
;

cago,

I

am

indebted for

much

of the fore-

;

going information.
DR.

CHURCH, OF BALTIMORE

Dr. Samuel T. Church, Baltimore,
Md., according to the Baltimore city
directory,

51

was

N. Charles

in

1858-1859 located

Street; in

at

1860, at the

following information was obtain-

the

able:

In 1838, Irwin Taylor assumed charge
of

a dry goods business in

Bainbridge

which Dr. James Taylor had established

northeast corner of Charles and Lexing-

ton Streets, and in 1863-1864, at 87

Charles Street.

No

reference to

him

N.
ap-

pears previous to nor subsequent to the

foregoing dates and at this writing no

14.

Obituary, Dent. Reg., 27:291-293, 1873.

15.

Obituary,

Dent.

Reg.,

Biography of
Dentists and Successors.
Thorpe's
16.

38:1-12,

Pioneer

1884;

American

Obituary, Dent. Reg., 22:91, 1868.
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same

the

establishing

and he sold out

extensively to dental literature, particu-

his

larly

to Crawfordsville, Ind.,

tions

fail

and moved

store

American Dental Association

Later, Dr. Taylor's eyes

year.

threatened to

of the

another store, with Irwin

The merchandise

Dr. James Taylor, whose contribuembrace practically every topic re-

lating to dental practice.

busi-

Dr. James Taylor founded the Ohio

was
closed up and Irwin Taylor went to
Maysville, Ky., where he studied dentis-

College of Dental Surgery in Cincinnati

Taylor

in charge.

proving

not

ness

satisfactory,

it

try with his brother Joseph Taylor, in

1841. Shortly after, he

which place

Miss., at

went

his

to

Natchez,

brother

Edward

was practicing dentistry.
Irwin Taylor died at Natchez, April
4, 1843, and was buried in Spring Grove
Cemetery, Cincinnati, Ohio.
James and Joseph Taylor were charter
members of the Mississippi Valley Association of Dental Surgeons, Aug. 13,
1844.

James Taylor was among the first students of Dr. John Harris in Bainbridge.
In an article on the "Life and Character
17
he states:
of Chapin A. Harris,"
I

was

a student of medicine in his

(Dr.

.... He had

acquired
considerable reputation as a general surgeon

John Harris')

and was

a

office

skillful

operator.

He was much

devoted to the study of anatomy and chemistry, fond of experimenting; had a quick and
active mind, was polished in his manner, delighted in imparting instruction to his pupils,
devoted much time to their interests and
prided much in their advancement in medical
knowledge. At that time he had three or four
students, too of whom followed his pursuit of
dental knowledge, myself being one of them.

This statement

While

1827.

it

refers to about 1826-

furnishes a pleasing esti-

in 1845, the second dental college estab-

He was

lished.

the

editor of the

first

Dental Register of the West and president of the American Dental Association
in 1866.

18

Jared Taylor

(1802-1875), another

son of Joseph and Jane Irwin Taylor,

was the father of Dr. James Irwin Taylor (Sept. 29,

1842-May

1916),

10,

who

from the Ohio College of
Dental Surgery in 1865 and practiced in
Cincinnati until his death. His son, Dr.
graduated

Henry C. Taylor, now of Toledo, Ohio,
at the Ohio College of Dental

graduated

Surgery

in

1894.

Dr. James

Silcott,

Cincinnati,

of

a

graduate of the Ohio College of Dental

Surgery

in

1886,

is

also a

grandson of

Jared Taylor.
Dr. James Taylor Irwin

(Aug.

3,

1833-Feb. 21, 1905), of the Ohio College of

Dental Surgery, 1853, for many

years a dentist in Cincinnati,

was

of the

Irwin family into which the senior Taylor married,

Aug.

8,

1797.

Everything presented

in

evidence of

the fact, as stated in the beginning, that
"dentistry,

ning

as

a science, had

in the village of

its

begin-

Bainbridge in the

mate of the character and qualifications
of Dr. John Harris, it furnishes con-

year 1827"

vincing evidence that the subject of den-

been substantiated by records the authen-

tistry

was

receiving the fullest attention.

The

statement indicates also that some
of Dr. Harris' pupils pursued a medical

de visa, and consideration

which cannot be doubted. The
few deductions that have been offered

ticity of

have been made with caution.

Research has disclosed the names of

career.

The

is

has been given only to facts that have

three elder Taylors contributed

many

pioneer itinerant dentists in south-

ern Ohio, not pertinent to this subject,
17.

Taylor, James: Dent. Reg. of West, 15:

79-80, 1861.

18.

Dent. Reg., 38:1-12, 1884.

—

— Cradle

Mills

of
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M.

E. Church preached the

but they have been preserved in a supple-

Grant

ment

service

to this paper.

I regret that the descendants of John
Harris have not thus far been located nor
his photograph been procured.
In 1849, Dr. Harris' family were
residing in Frederick, Md., during which
time he seems to have continued his

itinerant trips in the practice of his profession.

It

was

his fate to

have

his dental

career brought to a close in a small village as he

had begun

it;

and though far

of the

and the burial took place in the
Hertford Public Cemetery, which is a
beautifully kept burial ground.
His
grave

is

marked

among many of the other unWhile standing here,
feeling of reverence for a man
graves.

with a
who, in a short span of life, did more for
the educational advancement of dentistry
than had been accomplished in all the
ages that had preceded him, the truism
"The measure of success is not what we

BAINBRIDGE OHIO
THE CRADLE OF DENTAL EDUCATION
CHAPIN A.HARRIS.
POMPEY. N.Y.. MAY

JAMES TAYLOR, M.D., D.D.S.
NEAR BAINBRIDGE. 0.. 1809

M.D.. D.D.S.

1806

6.

BALTIMORE. MD..SEPT.

CINCINNATI. O..JUNE 12.1881

29. I860

HERE.IN 1826. UNDER THE PRECEPTORSHIP OF HIS BROTHER
DR. JOHN HARRIS, CHAPIN A.HARRIS WITH JAMES TAYLOR RECEIVED
INSTRUCTION IN MEDICINE AND DENTISTRY. THEY CONCEIVED THE
POSSIBILITIES OF DENTISTRY IN THE ALLEVIATION OF HUMAN SUFFERING
AND THEIR IDEAS GAVE DENTISTRY A NEW BIRTH INTO A SCIENTIFIC
AND PROFESSIONAL CALLING. FROM WHICH POSITION IT HAS EMERGED
INTO ONE OF THE MOST IMPORTANT AND BENEFICIAL DIVISIONS OF
HEALTH SERVICE.

CHAPIN A.HARRIS
FOUNDED THE BALTIMORE COLLEGE OF DENTAL SURGERY, 1840; EDITOR
OF THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF DENTAL SCIENCE, ESTABLISHED 1839;
THE FIRST DENTAL COLLEGE AND FIRST DENTAL JOURNAL IN THE WORLD.

JAMES TAYLOR
FOUNDED THE OHIO COLLEGE OF DENTAL SURGERY IN CINCINNATI, 1849;
EDITOR OF THE DENTAL REGISTER OF THE WEST, ESTABLISHED 1847; THE
SECOND DENTAL COLLEGE AND SECOND DENTAL JOURNAL ESTABLISHED.
AS A TRIBUTE TO THEM FOR THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS TO DENTAL
SCIENCE, DENTAL EDUCATION AND DENTAL LITERATURE, THEREBY BENEFITING THE HUMAN RACE, THIS MEMORIAL WAS UNVEILED BY THE
OHIO STATE DENTAL SOCIETY. NOVEMBER 30. 1923.

—

Fig. 19.
Tablet erected to Chapin A. Harris and James Taylor at Bainbridge, Ohio, "the
cradle of dental education." This tablet on the town hall at Bainbridge, was unveiled Nov.
30, 1925 (The Journal, February, 1926, p. 276; Ohio Archaeol. and Hist. Pub., April, 1926,
pp. 380-401.)

distant

from the loving care of a devoted

family, he received tender ministrations

from the members of the Masonic Fra-

what we leave after
it"—seemed a dominating thought.
While there should be a fitting memo-

get out of life but

ternity.

rial at

His death occurred at Hertford, N.C.,
July 26, 1849, and the day following,
Perquimans Lodge No. 106, F. & A. M.,
officiated at his burial.
Rev. William

his burial to express a deserving tribute

a site approximating the place of

to his efforts in behalf of his profession,

the

most enduring monument to his
and foresight is the result of the

vision

The Journal

,<82

which

inspiration

of the

imparted

he

in

American Dental Association

(During

a

visit

to

Hertford during the

summer

(1931), it was found, on examination of the records of the Masonic
Lodge several years previous to 1849, that Dr.
Harris' name does not appear; but it appears
past

and June

as a visitor on April 11

The "Index

1849.

16,

Executors and Administrators," in the office of the county clerk refers to
an entry on the Minute Docket, Vol. 9, p. 119,
as follows: "August Term 1849. Letters of
administration upon the estate of Dr. John
Harris were committee to Jos. H. White who
entered into bond in the sum of $1,000 with
W. H. Bagley and B. J. Saunders (Saunders
to sign later)
and qualified agreeably to
law." No record was found of filing a return.)
to the

CONCLUSION

The

high standards for the dental pro-

fession that

were maturing

in the

mind

of Dr.

John Harris during his activities
Bainbridge were brought to full fruition by the students who came under his

in

Not

influence.

view the

often

is it

granted to one

mind
in the projection of an idea, but Dr. John
Harris lived to witness through the work
of Chapin A. Harris and James Taylor,
to

results of the travail of

the passing to future generations of this

heritage of untold

worth bequeathed by

May we

then be worthy of this herit-

with humility and
profound thankfulness that to us has been
handed this torch of work and research
for the benefit of humanity, and may we
have the strength and courage to bear it
high and to keep the faith.
it

;

;

dentist,

room

at

Phoenix Hotel.

COLUMBUS
Ohio State Journal: Jan. 17, 1829, Isaac
A. Gibbs, surgeon dentist, Mr. S. Barr's
Boarding House, credentials from New York

George Whalen, surgeon
Mr. Browning's Hotel.
Ohio State Journal & Columbus Gazette:
Jan. 6, 1832, A. Kilbourn ("grateful for past
Oct. 29, 1829,

City.

dentist, office at

favors," indicating a previous visit).
3,

Thomas White, surgeon

1832,

March

dentist,

an-

nounces having studied in Philadelphia; returned Oct. 12, 1833 "One or two young
gentlemen will receive instructions on libera!

—

terms."

Nov.

Sept.

22,

17,

Meacham &

1832,

duration.

short

Meacham (W.

1832,

Columbus irregularly

visited

by

(office

as

self)

1838.

May

11,

continued

June

8,

P.)

as late as 1838.
Smith, a firm of

1833,
in

1836,

Dr.

Smith

Columbus as
H. Thompson,

SOME PIONEER DENTISTS OF SOUTHERN
OHIO NOT MENTIONED IN TEXT
CHILLICOTHE
Scioto Gazette:

resident

Dr.

J.

Feb.

Ward, Nov.
18,

1835.

24,

Dr.

dentist,

March

4,

M. Young, surgeon
March 30, 1842.

dentist,

of

Sanford,

Cincinnati,

Dr. C.

dentist,

I.

surgeon

Powell,

&

Register: Nov. 2, 1837,
operative
dentist,
American

Daily Journal

Mr.
Hotel.

Ohio State Journal: Dec. 31, 1838, H.
Todd, dentist, announces that he had practiced in New York City the past five years.

KEY TO FIGURE 4
*

John Harris' School for "Medical Instruc-

tion," Bainbridge, Ohio, 1827.

SUPPLEMENT

1842.

;

resident dentist.

age and enter into

Joseph

Lancaster Gazette: July 17,1827, Dr. Hardyear at Mr. Steinman's Hotel; terms, inserting
a tooth, $3
Cleaning, $1
Plugging, $0.50.
Oct. 23, 1827, J. Walker, for a short time at
Col. Nobles. Feb. 24, 1829, Dr. Isaac A. Gibbs
at Mr. Steinman's Hotel. May 3, 1831, Dr.
J. L. Ligget of Zanesville, announces occasional visits, and lectures in City Hall on the
importance of the teeth. May 24, 1832, Dr.
A. Crane tenders his services. June 14, 1832,
A. Kilbourn, surgeon dentist (from Columbus)
room at D. Rokol's. Feb. 12, 1833, E.
Taylor, surgeon dentist, room at D. Rokol's
Tavern. Feb. 2, 1837, D. C. McGee, surgeon

late

him.

1930;

LANCASTER

his

school of "Medical Instruction."

1. Baltimore
College of Dental Surgery,
Baltimore, Md., 1840.
2. Ohio College of Dental Surgery, Cincinnati, Ohio, 1845.
4. Philadelphia College of Dental Surgery,

1852.
5.

New York

College

of

Dental Surgery,

Syracuse, N. Y., 1852.
6.. Pennsylvania College of Dental Surgery,
Philadelphia, Pa., 1853.

Mills

Temple

8.

— Cradle

of

University, School of Dentistry,

Philadelphia, Pa., 1862.
9. New York University College of Dentistry,

10.

New York City, 1866.
Washington University School of Den-

tistry, St.

12.

Louis, Mo., 1866.

Harvard University Dental

Boston, Mass., 1867.
13. Tufts College
Mass., 1868.
15.
tistry,

Dental

School,

School,

Boston,

University of Toronto, Faculty of DenToronto, Canada, 1875.

University of Michigan, College of DenSurgery, Ann Arbor, Mich., 1875.
College of
17. University of Tennessee,
Dentistry, Memphis, Tenn., 1877.
16.

tal

Thomas W. Evans Museum and Dental

19.

School of Dentistry, University of
Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pa., 1878.
20. Vanderbilt University, School of DenInstitute,

tistry,

Nashville, Tenn., 1879.

Indianapolis, Ind., 1879.
22.
tistry,

Howard

University,

College

of

Den-

Washington, D. C, 1881.
Dentistry,

of

23. College

University

of

City, Mo., 1881.

25. State

University of Iowa,

Iowa

College

of

Iowa, 1881.
26. University of Maryland, School of Dentistry and the Baltimore College of Dental
Surgery, Baltimore, Md., 1882.
27. Chicago College Dental Surgery, Dental Department of Loyola University, ChiDentistry,

cago,

111.,

of

Minnesota,

College

30. National
University, Dental
ment, Washington, D. C, 1884.

American College

Chicago,
34.

111.,

of

of

Dental

Depart-

University of Louisville, School of DenKy., 1886.

Meharry Dental College, Dental Department of Meharry Medical College, NashTenn., 1886.

37. Columbia University, Dental
ment, Washington, D. C, 1887.

Depart-

Den-

Denver, Colo., 1887.
Atlanta Southern Dental College, At-

lanta, Ga., 1887.

Northwestern University Dental School,

Chicago,

111.,

Louis, Mo., 1894.

Omaha

64.

ment

Dental College, Dental Depart-

of the University of

Omaha,

Nebr., Feb.,

69. College of Physicians and Surgeons,
College of Dental Surgery, San Francisco,
Calif., 1896.

70. University of Pittsburgh, School of

Den-

Pittsburgh, Pa., 1896.

tistry,

University of Southern California, Col-

74.

lege of Dentistry, Los Angeles, Calif.,

Georgetown

79.

University,

C,

Dentistry, Washington, D.

1897.

College

of

1897.

North Pacific College of Oregon, School

81.

1887.

Tulane University

of

lege of Medicine, School

of

82.

Louisiana,
Dentistry,

Col-

New

Orleans, La., 1899.

University of Nebraska, College of DenLincoln, Nebr., June, 1899.

tistry,

McGill University, Dental Department,
Montreal, Canada, 1904.
91. University of Montreal, Faculty of Dentistry, Montreal, Canada, 1904.
Baylor University, College of Dentis-

92.

Dallas, Texas, February, 1905.

Texas Dental College, Houston, Texas,

93.

Feb.

39.

40.

tistry, St.

try,

38. School of Dentistry, University of

ver,

Marquette University, School of DenMilwaukee, Wis., Sept., 1894.
School of DenSt. Louis University,

61.
tistry,

90.

35.

ville,

Medical College of

60. School of Dentistry,

Virginia, Richmond, Va., 1893.

85.

Surgery,

1885.

tistry, Louisville,

Cincinnati College of Dental Surgery,

58.

Cincinnati, Ohio, 1893.

of Dentistry, Portland, Ore., 1898.

Dentistry, Minneapolis, Minn., 1883.

32.

Dentistry, Cleveland, Ohio, 1892.

City,

1883.

29. University

53. School of Dental and Oral Surgery of
Columbia University, New York City, 1892.
54. Ohio State University, College of Dentistry, Columbus, Ohio, 1892.
55. Western Reserve University, School of

1895.

California, San Francisco, Calif., 1881.
24. Kansas City-Western Dental College,

Kansas

383

46. Western Dental College, Kansas City,
Mo., 1890.
49. University of Illinois, College of Dentistry, Chicago, 111., 1891.
50. University of Buffalo, School of Dentistry, Buffalo, N. Y., 1892.
52. Dental College, Province of Quebec,
Montreal, 1892.

62.

Indiana University, School of Dentistry,

21.

Dental Education

11,

Omaha,

tistry,

Nebr., 1905.

Dalhousie University, Faculty of Den-

95.

Halifax,

tistry,

100.

New

1905.

Creighton University, College of Den-

94.

Nova

Scotia, 1908.

Loyola University, School of Dentistry,

Orleans, La., 1914.

;

The Journal
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of the

104. University of Alberta, Faculty
Medicine, Edmonton, Canada, 1917.

KEY TO CHART OF COLLEGES

The

American Dental Association
of

and the
Dental and Oral Surgery.

and Can-

ada, including those discontinued, graduates
which were members of original faculties

The number

pre-

ceding indicates approximately the order of
organization and its position on the chart.
The names listed with the colleges are those
of the original faculty.
ets indicates,

when

The number

in

it

con-

Dean, Amos

of

of

of later colleges, are listed.

1904,

New York Dental School
name became the New York College

(FIG. 4)

colleges in the United States

State College of Dental Surgery.

solidated with the

brack-

obtainable, the college of

graduation, followed by the year.
Many of the pioneer educators who are not
here credited with the D. D. S. degree probably received the degree from the American
Society of Dental Surgeons, as a resolution
was adopted by that society at its organization

Aug. 18-20, 1840, appointing Dr.
Eleazar Parmly as an agent of the society
meeting,

Westcott (1) Erick Parmly; C. L. Ford (5)
honorary; William Dalrymple (5), honorary L, G. Bartlett.
6. Pennsylvania College of Dental Surgery,
Philadelphia, 1853
first organized under the
name Philadelphia College of Dental Surgery,
;

;

;

and in 1855 changed its name to the Pennsylvania College of Dental Surgery; merged
with the University of Pennsylvania in 1909.
Dean, Robert Arthur (1) 1841; Elisha Townsend (1) 1846, honorary; T. L. Buckingham
1853; J. F. B. Flagg (4) honorary;
(1)
Louis Jack (6) 1854; William Calvert; Eli
Parry, M.D.

The New Orleans

College of Dentistry,
Orleans, La., 1861; chartered March 1,
1861, remained in operation two or three
7.

New

tion," Bainbridge, Ohio, 1827.

years. The breaking out of the Civil War
caused an interruption until 1867, when the
college resumed, graduating students (1868
to 1877 inclusive).
It then became extinct.
Dean, John S. Clark (2) 1852; G. J. Fredericks (2); A. F. McLain (6) 1856; W. S.
Chandler; James S. Knapp. (This information was received too late, to include on the
chart of colleges; otherwise it would appear
as from the Ohio College of Dental Surgery.)

College of Dental Surgery,
1. Baltimore
Baltimore, Md., 1840; merged with the Uni-

Philadelphia,

present a petition to the Legislature of the
New York asking for a charter with

to

State of

power

of conferring the degree of doctor of

dental surgery

(Am.

J.

Den. Sc,

:169, 1839).

1

In some instances, the faculties are incomplete, and, with a few exceptions, faculty

members not known

to

have practiced den-

tistry are omitted.

John Harris' School of "Medical

*

Instruc-

under
the title of Baltimore College of Dental Surgery, Dental School, University of Maryland.
Dean, Chapin A. Harris, M.D., John Harris'
versity of

Maryland, June

1923,

15,

school at Bainbridge,

Ohio, 1827, (4) 1854,
honorary; Horace Hayden, M.D. Thomas E.
Bond, M.D.; H. W. Baxley, M.D.
2. Ohio College of Dental Surgery, Cincinnati, 1845; discontinued, July 1, 1926. Dean,
Jesse W. Cook, M.D. ; James Taylor, M.D.,
John Harris' school at Bainbridge, Ohio, (1)
1843, honorary; Melancthon Rogers, M.D.
;

Jesse P. Judkins,

M.D.

(1)

1853; Eli Parry, M.D.; D. P.

Whipple.
5.

fire

College of Dental

The

Surgery,

buildings were destroyed

was changed to
named New York

in 1855, the location

New York

Pa.,

1862,

organized

as the
for a time
College and

Hospital of Oral Surgery, and later the Philadelphia Dental College and Garretsonian Hospital of Oral Surgery.
In 1907, the college
was taken over by Temple University and
became known as Temple University, School
Dentistry.

of

1853;

J.

W.

G.

Dean,

J.

Foster Flagg

Ellis

(6)

H. McQuillan
(4)

1856,

(4)

honorary;

1861; William Gorgas (6)

Thomas War-

1854; C. A. Kingsbury, M.D.;
dell.

New York University, College of DenNew York City, 1866 organized as
New York College of Dentistry, June 29,

tistry,

the

;

1925.
It became an integral part of New
York University and the name was changed
to the New York University, College of Den-

Dean, N. W. Kingsley (1) 1871; W.
H. Dwindle (1) 1847; J. Smith Dodge, Jr.
(1) 1858; Eleazar Parmly; D. H. Goodwillie

tistry.

New York

Syracuse, 1852.

by

University, School of Dentistry,

Philadelphia Dental College,
named the Philadelphia Dental

9.

Philadelphia College of Dental Surgery,
Philadelphia, Pa., 1852; discontinued in 1856.
Dean, Elisha Townsend (1) 1846, honorary;
J. D. White (1) 1856, honorary; T. L. Buck4.

ingham

Temple

8.

City and college

(6)

;

10.

R.

M.

Streeter.

Washington University School

of

Den-

;

;

Mills

— Cradle

of

St. Louis, Mo., 1866; organized as the
Missouri Dental College. It became the Den-

tistry,

Department of Washington University,

tal

and, in 1892, the Dental School of Washington University. In 1918, the name was changed

Washington University School of DenDean, Homer Judd, M.D. (10) 1866,

to the
tistry.

W.

(2) 1853; A. M.
Forbes (2) 1850, honorary;
W. N. Morrison (2) 1864; H. J. McKellops
(2) 1855, honorary; H. E. Peebles (1) 1850,
(2) 1850, both honorary.
University Dental School,
12. Harvard
Boston, Mass., 1867. Dean, Nathan C. Keep,
M.D. (1) 1843, honorary; L. D. Shepard (1)
1861; E. G. Leach (6) 1867; I. A. Salmon
(6) 1867; George T. Moffatt (12) 1870, honorary; N. W. Hawes (12) 1879, honorary;

honorary;

Leslie (2) 1847;

F.

S.

13.

Ham

H. Eames
I.

(12) 1870.

Tufts

College

Dental

School,

Boston,

Mass., 1868; organized as the Boston Dental
College in 1868. In 1899, it became the Den-

Department of Tufts College. Dean, J. A.
M.D.; I. J. Wetherbee (1) 1851, honorary; Ambrose Lawrence (6)
C. G. Davis
(1) 1850; H. F. Bishop (1) 1854; W. H. Atkinson (2) 1859, honorary; W. S. Miller;
S. J. McDougall, M.D.
15. University of Toronto, Faculty of Dentistry, Toronto, Canada, 1875.
Dean, J. B.
Willmott (8) 1871; Luke Tesky (15) R. M.
tal

Follett,

;

;

Fisher (15).
16. University of Michigan, College of Dental Surgery, Ann Arbor, 1875. Dean Jonathan

Dental Education

Darby (6) 1855; M.H.Webb (8) 1867;
Robert Huey (6) 1867; Louis Jack (6) 1854;
S. H. Guilford (6) 1865; H. C. Register (6)
1866; W. R. Millard (6) 1868; J. A. Woodward (6) 1865; R. H. Shoemaker (6) 1864;
G. W. Klump; H. C. Longnecker (8) 1876;
H. K. Luch (8) 1877; William Diehl (6)
1877; E. C. Kirk (6) 1878; R. J. Nickell (6)
1879; A. H. Scofield.
20. Vanderbilt University, School of Dentistry, Nashville, Tenn., 1879; organized as
the Department of Dentistry of Vanderbilt
University; discontinued, July 1, 1926. Dean,
W. H. Morgan (1) 1848; R. R. Freeman (6)
1869; J. C. Ross (2) 1853; Henry W. Morgan
E. T.

(8) 1876.
21.

Indiana University School of Dentistry

Indianapolis, 1879; organized as the Indiana
Dental College. President, W. L. Heiskell
(21)

1883; Dean, P. G. C.
J.

istered; J. B.

Hodgin

Institute,

School of Dentistry, University

ganized as the University of Pennsylvania,
School of Dentistry in 1878. In 1909, the
Pennsylvania College of Dental Surgery and,
in 1916, the Dental Department of the Medico-Chirurgical College of Philadelphia were

merged
its

and it became known under
present name. Dean, C. J. Essig (8) 1871
into

it,

(1)

1869.

San Francisco, Calif., 1881. Dean,
Dennis (21), honorary; C. L. Goddard
(8) 1874; A. F. McLain (6) 1856.
24. Kansas City-Western Dental College,
Kansas City, Mo., 1881. Kansas City Dental
College, organized in 1881, united in 1919
with the Western Dental College (organized
1890, Kansas City, Mo.), taking the name
Kansas City-Western Dental College. Dean,
J. K. Stark (24) 1890; C. L. Hungerford (10)
1880; J. D. Patterson (24) 1883 C. B. Hewitt
(24) 1885; R. I. Pearson; W. T. Starr (10)
fornia,
S.

W.

L.

tal

1870,

23. College of Dentistry, University of Cali-

Laveine, registered

of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pa., 1878; or-

(2)

E.

Gillington Chisholm, registered.

Thomas W. Evans Museum and Den-

Hunt

Cravens (2) 1871; Merit
Wells (2) 1860; S. T. Kirk; S. M. Goode;
W. M. Herriott (2) 1870, honorary; F. Hutchinson; Joseph Richardson (2) 1853; T. S.
Hacker (2) 1873.
22. Howard University, College of Dentistry, Washington, D. C, 1881. Dean, J. F. R.
Dufour (1) 1867; N. W. Whitcomb, reghonorary;

Taft (2) 1850; J. A. Watling (2) 1860;
W. H. Jackson (16) 1876.
17. University of Tennessee, College of
Dentistry, Memphis, 1877; located at Nashville until 1911, united with the University of
Memphis, College of Dentistry in 1911 and
removed to Memphis the same year. Dean,
Robert Russell, M.D., D.D.S.; W. L. Dismukes (2) 1874; John Arrington (7) 1871;
H. E. Beach (6) 1870; L. C. Chisholm, registered; J. Y. Crawford (17) 1880, honorary;
19.

385

;

A.J.Thompson (8) 1872; L. C. Wasson
(24), honorary; A. C. Shell, registered; E. N.

1889;

P.

W. H.
W. H.

;

Meredith; R.
Shulze

(24)

J.

R. Boyd, registered

W. Brown
1892; H.

S.

(8)

1873;

Thompson;

Buckley; W. A. Drone.
University of Iowa, College of
Dentistry, Iowa City, Iowa, 1881. Dean Luman C. Ingersol (2) 1883; W. O. Kulp (10)
1867; A. O. Hunt (25) 1883; Israel P. Wil25. State

son (10) 1869.

Maryland, School of Denand the Baltimore College of Dental

26. University of
tistry,

Surgery, Baltimore, Md., 1882.

The Univer-

;

The Journal
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of the

American Dental Association

Maryland Dental Department was organized in 1882 and, June IS, 1923, the Baltimore College of Dental Surgery united with
it
under the present name. Dean, F. J. S.
Gorgas (1) 1885 James H. Harris (1) 1861;
John C. Uhler (1) 1867; Frank L. Harris (1)
sity of

;

1881; Lewis

M. Cowardin

1874.

(1)

;

Chicago College Dental Surgery, Dental Department of Loyola University, Chicago, 111., 1883; originally, the Chicago Dental
Infirmary. In 1884, the name was changed to
Chicago College of Dental Surgery. In 1889,
it
became the Dental Department of Lake
Forest University; and, in 1906, became the
Dental Department of the Valparaiso University.
Dean, T. W. Brophy (6) 1872; E. S.
Talbot (6) 1873; A. W. Harlan (2) 1880;
G. H. Cushing (2) 1864; W. W. Allport (2)
1859; L. P. Haskell, registered; Dr. G. V.
Black (10) 1877, honorary (lectured in the
Chicago Dental Infirmary in 1883.)
29. University of Minnesota, College of
27.

ville, Tenn., 1886; formerly, the Central Tennessee College, Meharry Dental Department

connected

later,

with

Walden

W. Hubbard, M.D.; W.

Dean, G.
(1) 1848;

University.

H. Morgan

J.B.Bailey (20) 1881; A.P.John-

son.
37. Columbia
University Dental Department, Washington, D. C, 1887; name changed
to George Washington University Dental Department in 1903, when it united with the
National
University
Dental
Department,
Washington, D. C.
discontinued in 1921.
J. Hall Lewis (1) 1879; H. C. Thompson (8)
1871; M. F. Finley (16) 1878; H. B. Noble,
Sr. (1) 1857; D. W. McFarland (6) 1855;
R. B. Donaldson (1) 1878; J. C. Smithe (1)
1878; L. C. F. Hugo (1) 1887; W. S. Harban
(1) 1877; H. B. Noble, Jr.
38. School of Dentistry, University of Den;

Denver, Colo., 1887; organized as the

ver,

Dentistry, Minneapolis, 1883; organized as
Minnesota College Hospital Dental Department in 1883, absorbed the St. Paul Medical
College, Dental Department in 1888, and be-

Denver College of Dentistry, united in 1901
with the Colorado College of Dental Surgery,
forming the Dental Department of the University of Denver now named as above. Dean,
A. B. Robbins, M.D.; P. T. Smith (6) 1868;
J. M. Norman, registered; M. A. Bartleson,

came known

registered.

as the University of Minnesota,
College of Dentistry. Dean, F. A. Dunsmoor,

M.D.; M. M. Frieselle

W.

T. Giddings
F. H. Brimmer (8) 1877; L. D. Leonard,
(2)

;

(6) ;
registered.

30. National
University, Dental Department, Washington, D. C, 1884; merged in
1903 with the Columbia University Dental
Department, which discontinued in 1921.
Dean, H. M. Barker, M.D.; C. A. Von Hartleben (6) 1870; Burrows Nelson (1) 1880.
32. American College of Dental Surgery,
Chicago, 111., 1885. Dean, I. Clendenin, M.D^
Willard E. Hall; I. F. Davenport; G. W.
Whitefield (27) 1885; Eugene Vigneron (1)

1883

;

1886;

C. F.
J.

Eshbaugh (27) 1886

;

T. Rix (32)

M. Cooper.

University of Louisville, School of DenLouisville, Ky., 1886; organized 1886
as the Hospital College of Medicine, Dental
Department, Central University, Richmond,
34.

tistry,

Ky. In 1899,
ville

it

was reorganized

as the Louis-

College of Dentistry of Centre College
In 1918, it became a school of

of Danville.

the University of Louisville.

Dean, A. Wilkes

Smith (6) 1872; C. G. Edwards (1) 1868;
H. Baldwin (26) 1883 H. B. Tileston (16)

J.

;

1882.
35. Meharry Dental College, Dental Department of Meharry Medical College, Nash-

Atlanta Southern Dental College, AtGa., 1887; organized as the Southern
Dental College, name changed to the Dental
Department of the Atlanta College of Physicians and Surgeons in 1887, and united with
the Atlanta Dental College 1917 to form the
present college. Dean, L. D. Carpenter (39),
honorary; William Crenshaw (1) 1874; John
S. Thompson (6) 1873; R. A. HoIIiday (6)
1875; Sidney Holland (7) 1870.
40. Northwestern University Dental School,
Chicago, 111., 1887; absorbed the American
College of Dental Surgery in 1896 and the
Northwestern College of Dental Surgery in
1898. Dean, E. D. Swain (2) 1883, honorary;
G. V. Black (10) 1877, honorary; Thomas L.
Gilmer (10) 1881; G. H. Cushing (2) 1864;
J. S. Marshall, registered; C. P. Pruyn (27)
39.

lanta,

1885;

I.

A. Freeman (40) 1890; A. B. Free-

man (8) 1886; B. S. Palmer (16) 1883 W. B.
Ames (2) 1880; A. E. Matteson (40) 1890,
honorary; E. L. Clifford (6) 1879; G. W.
;

Haskins (27) 1887; G. W. Whitefield (27)
1885; D. M. Cattell (16) 1879; H. P. Smith
secretary of faculty, Edmund Noyes.
(27)
46. Western Dental College, Kansas City,
Mo., 1890; in 1919, united with the Kansas
City Dental College (24). Dean, D. J. McMillan (10) 1877; H. S. Lowry (6) 1880;
;

Mills

— Cradle

of

J. McDonald (10) 1886; J. M. Gross (24)
1887; J. W. Hecker (24) 1887; S. C. Wheat
(24) 1889; George Ashton (16) 1882; E. D.
Carr (12) 1874; E. E. Shattuck (2) 1876;
W. G. Price (2) 1881; C. E. Esterley (2);
J. S. Letord; H. S. Thompson; S. B. Prevost;

A.

Elliott

Smith;

J.

W.

Aiken.

College of DenChicago, 111., 1891; organized as the
Columbian Dental College; in 1898, reorganized as the Illinois School of Dentistry; and,
in 1901, merged into the University of Illinois.
Dean, J. S. Marsh, registered; W. H. Pontius
49. University of Illinois,

1890;

S.

M. Wilkie

1890; A.

(40)

J.

Rust (16) 1890.
University of Buffalo, School of Dentistry, Buffalo, N. Y., 1892.
Dean, W. C.
Barrett (6) 1880; J. Edward Line (6) 1871;
G. B. Snow (6) 1859; George J. Frey (6)
1891; H. A. Birdsall (8) 1884; C. A. Allen
(19) 1881; V. H. Jackson (16) 1877; H. B.
Meade (27) 1892; A. P. Southwick; F. E.
Howard G. W. Melotte, registered.
50.

;

College of the Province of
52. Dental
Quebec, Montreal, Canada, 1892; affiliated
with the University of Bishops College, FacDentistry,

1892; discontinued, 1904.
Beers (52) Frederick A. Stevenson (12) 1889; L. J. B. Leblanc (52); S. J.
Andres (52) S. Globensky (52) R. H. Berwick (52); J. H. Bourdon (52).
ulty

of

Dean, G.

W.

;

;

;

School of Dental and Oral Surgery of
Columbia University, New York City, 1892;
organized as New York Dental School;
53.

changed name in 1904 to College of Dental
and Oral Surgery of New York; on July 1,
1923, merged with the School of Dentistry of
Columbia University, the two forming the
present school. Z. T. Sailer (9) 1880; J.

Howard Reed

(9) 1880; S. B. Price (9) 1880;
V. F. Parker (9) 1885; G. H. Winkler (1)
1869; G. L. Curtis (19) 1880; J. A. McKee

(19)

1890;

S.

B. Palmer.

Ohio State University, College of Dentistry, Columbus, Ohio, 1892; organized as the
Ohio Medical University, College of Dentistry; name changed in 1907 to Starling Ohio
Medical College, Department of Dentistry,
and in 1914 to the present name. Dean, A. F.
Emminger (2) 1876, honorary; A. O. Ross
(2) 1882; J. E. Barricklow (2) 1882; James
Silcott (2) 1886; G. A. Billow (2) 1892; C. A.
Eckert (16) 1882; E. C. Mills (16) 1889.
55.

Dental Department Western Reserve UniDean, H. L. Ambler (2) 1868; D. R.
Jennings (2) 1868; J. R. Owens (8) 1875;
G. H. Wilson (16) 1878; H. F. Harvey (16)
1879; W. H. Whitslar (16) 1885; J. W. Vanas

versity.

Doom

(9)

1890.

Cincinnati College of Dental Surgery,
Cincinnati, Ohio, 1893; discontinued, June

Western Reserve University, School

1929.

Dean, G.

McLean
A.

I.

(2)

S.

Buxbaum

F.

(2) 1881 ;W.T.
O. Hulick (2) 1889;

Junkerman

1889;

W.
(8)

1887.

Medical College of
Virginia, Richmond, 1893; organized as University College of Medicine, Dental Depart60. School of Dentistry,

ment, and, in 1913, merged with the Dental
Department, Medical College of Virginia (organized 1897) and named as at present.

M. Cowardin (1) 1874; C. L.
1881; A. R. Bowles (26) 1891;
A. L. Stratford (26) 1884; Leo Pusey (1),
Dean, Lewis

Steele

(1)

1892.

Marquette University, School of DenMilwaukee, Wis., September, 1894; in
1907, became part of Marquette University.
Dean, B. G. Maercklein (6) 1886; R. E.
Maercklein (6) 1886; Robert Maercklein (6)
1884; A.J. Cohn (6) 1890; H. B. Wiborg (27)
1892; V. A. Gudex (27) 1888.
61.

tistry,

Louis

62. St.
tistry,

University

School

of

Den-

Louis, Mo., 1894; organized as the

St.

Marion Sims College of Medicine Dental Department; name changed to Marion Sims
Dental College in 1900; in 1905, changed to
St. Louis Dental College, later to Dental Department, St. Louis University, then to St.
Louis University Dental School and lastly, to
St.
Louis University School of Dentistry.
Dean, L. A. Young (25) 1889; C. C. Cowdery
(10) 1892; A. S. Halstead (10) 1886; P. F.
Hellmuth (10) 1889; J. H. Kennerly (10)
1888.
64.

ment

54.

Dentistry,
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58.

tistry,

(32)

Dental Education

Omaha

Dental College, Dental Depart-

University of Omaha,
Nebr., February, 1895; discontinued
of

Dean, A.
din (6)

the

Omaha,
in

1905.

W. Nason

(64) 1896; W. H. Sherra1883; L. P. Davis (24) 1894; J. J.

McMulIen

(16) 1893; W. N. Dorward (2)
1884; H. W. Shriver (25) 1887; H. T. King
(64) 1897; O. K. Kelly; L. G. Van Slyke.

69. College of Physicians and
Surgeons,
College of Dentistry, San Francisco, Calif.,

1896. President, Thomas Morffew (23) 1882;
Charles Boxton (23) 1883; F. C. Pague (6)

of

1889.

Cleveland, Ohio, 1892; organized

70.

University of Pittsburgh, School of Den-

;

The Journal
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of the

American Dental Association

Pittsburgh, Pa., 1896; organized as the
Pittsburgh Dental College, Department of the

tistry,

Western University of Pennsylvania; in 1909,
name was changed to the present one. Dean,
J. G. Templeton (6) 1870; H. W. Arthur (1)
1867; G. L. Simpson (6) 1881; W. H. Fundenberg (8) 1878.
University of Southern California, ColLos Angeles, 1897. Dean,
Edgar Palmer (32) 1892; J. C. McCoy (10)
1875; F. M. Parker (20) 1888; Ernest Allin
(27) 1892; R. H. Shoemaker (6) 1864; A. P.
Hays (6) 1888; W. A. Smith (6) 1885; H. D.
Requa (6) 1890; A. H. Palmer (6) 1881;
R. G. Skillen (6) 1897 C. E. Rhone (6) 1889
P. Hendricks (33) 1891; F. R. Cunningham
1893; J. I.
(2) 1894; W. C. Smith (50)
Morris (23) 1897; W. H. Spinks (39) 1892;
W. R. Haliday (8) 1888; L. E. Ford (27)
1892; H. G. Atwater (27) 1892; G. H. Cushing (2) 1864; E. G. Howard (27) 1890;
M. Evangeline Jordon (23) 1898; A. C.
Thompson; D. Cave; S. H. Tolhurst; D. R.
Wilder.
74.

lege of Dentistry,

;

79.

Georgetown

College

University,

of

Washington, D. C, 1897; organized as Washington Dental College and Hospital of Oral Surgery, merged, in 1901, into
the Georgetown University.
Dean, W. N.
Cogan (37) 1893; W. W. Evans (1) 1863;
A. W. Sweeney (1) 1876; S. G. Davis (30)
1892; F. H. Shultz, registered. Clinical staff:
E. Parmly Brown (1) 1879; T. M. Hunter
(1) 1880; W. St. G. Elliott (8) 1870; V. H.
Dentistry,

Jackson (16) 1877; J. B. TenEyck (1) 1873;
F. W. Schloendorn (26) 1889; P. W. Evans
(79) 1899; S. L. Close (2) ; M. M. Dolmage,
registered
W. D. Narramore.
;

North Pacific College of Oregon, School
of Dentistry, Portland, 1898; organized as the
81.

Oregon School of Dentistry,
the
in

the

1898. In 1900,
College of Dentistry (organized
1893), Tacoma, Wash., united with it and

Tacoma

name was changed

lege of Dentistry

and

to

North Pacific Col-

finally to the

present

name. Dean, H. C. Miller (10) 1885; E. M.
(10) 1892; C. R. Templeman (8) 1881;
E. G. Clark (8) 1880; E. L. Lane (8) 1892;
J. R. Cardwell, registered; John Welch, reg-

Hurd

title. Dean, J. J. Sarrazin (1) 1887; Charles
Eckhart (1) 1879; W. E. Walker (1) 1889;
L. D. Archinard (1) 1891; C. V. Vignes (33)

1892.

University

Nebraska,

College of
1899; organized as
Lincoln Dental College of Cotner University;
it
affiliated in 1903 with the University of
85.

of

Dentistry, Lincoln, June,

Nebraska and the merged

known

institutions

became

as the Lincoln Dental College. In 1918,

the latter

was taken over by

the University

Nebraska and took the present title. Dean,
W. Clyde Davis (25) 1891 H. F. Helms (40)
1898; H. A. Shannon (27) 1898; Oliver Johnof

;

son (25) 1899; C. R. Tefft, registered;
Shannon (46) 1897; Harry M. Dunn.

J.

R.

90. McGill University Dental Department,
Montreal, Canada, 1904; Peter Brown; F. G.
Henry (52) 1899; D. J. Berwick (52) 1897;
E. R. Barton; J. B. Morrison (52) 1900; A. D.
Angus (52) 1901; W. D. Smith (52) 1901.

University of Montreal, Faculty of DenMontreal, Canada, 1904; organized as
the School of Dentistry of Laval University;
changed to the present name in 1919. Dean,
Eudora Dubeau (52) 1895; J. G. A. Gendreau (52) 1886; Joseph Nolin (9) 1885.
91.

tistry,

Baylor University College of Dentistry,
organized as
The State Dental College, and taken over by
Baylor University in 1918. Dean, D. E. Morrow (62) 1899; T. G. Bradford (62) 1904;
H. T. King.
92.

Dallas, Texas, February, 1905

93.

1905.

;

Texas Dental College, Houston, Feb. 11,
Dean, O. F. Gambati (20) 1884; T. P.

Williams (1) 1884; M. J. Lossing (4) 1894;
C. H. Edge (93) 1907.
94. Creighton University, College of Dentistry, Omaha, Nebr., 1905
organized as the
Creighton University Dental College. Dean,
C. O. Metzler (46) 1897; F. J. Despecher (6)
1887; W. L. Shearer (64) 1902; A. H. Hippie
(15) 1889; G. W. Hamilton (40) 1900; P. T.
Barber (27) 1890; J. C. Soukup (64) 1902;
;

J.

J.

Foster (54)

1898; W.
Schneider.

M.

1897;

Condon,

J.

J.

Peterson

registered;

(64)
L.

J.

Dalhousie University, Faculty of DenHalifax, Nova Scotia, 1908; organized
as the Maritime Dental College, and made a
faculty of the University in 1912. Dean, Frank
Woodbury (6) 1878; G. K. Thomson (8)
1892; F. W. Ryan (16) 1885; A. G. Cogswell
(6) 1888; F. W. Stevens (6) 1890; S. G.
Ritchie (13) 1900; H. Woodbury (8) 1877;
95.

tistry,

istered.

Tulane University of Louisiana, College
Medicine, School of Dentistry, New Orleans, La., 1899; organized, May, 1899, as
the New Orleans College of Dentistry. In
October, 1909, it became the Dental Department of Tulane University, with the present
82.

of

G. H. Fluck (8) 1884;

W.

H. Beckwith (6)

1892;

J. J.

Sarrazin (1) 1887;

S. S.

Grosjean

1901; W. C. Oxner (1) 1902; R. E. McDonald
(8) 1904; H. P. Temple (8) 1907; W. W.

(1) 1900.
104. University of Alberta, Faculty of

Woodbury

icine,

100.

New

(8)

1908.

Loyola University, School of Dentistry,
C. V. Vignes (34)

Orleans, La., 1914.

339

Med-

Edmonton, Canada. Dentistry was au-

thorized as a subfaculty in 1917.
(8) 1901; H. C. Bulyea (12).

L. L. Fuller

MEDICAL COLLEGE OP VIRGINIA
Medicine Dentistry Pharmacy Nursing
Virginia

Richmond,
June 13,

1939

Lincoln Insurance Company
Port Wayne, Indiana
Gentlemen:
I have heard that you have
published some very interesting material on
Abraham Lincoln and would be glad to see
something of this if available.

Our dental school has a very odd
gadget, which is said on good authority to
have been used in pulling a tooth for Mr,
Lincoln.

Sincerely yours,
(signed) W. T. Sanger
T. Sanger
President
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INDIANA UNIVERSITY
School of Dentistry

112

1

WEST MICHIGAN STREET

INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 46202
orriCE or the dean

February 15, 1965

Mrs. K. E. Higgins
Assistant to Dr. McMurtry
Lincoln National Life Foundation
Fort Wayne, Indiana

Dear Mrs. Higgins:

Thank you for your letter of February 11 in which you sent me a
picture of the key which Dr. Wesley Wampler used to remove a
tooth for Abraham Lincoln in 1856. Can you tell me where Milton
Station, Illinois is or was, and where this picture came from? I
have become sufficiently interested in problems associated with
Lincoln's teeth that I would like to make a little deeper study.
I found that the surface water that Lincoln drank the first eight
years of his life had an optimal amount of fluoride in it, and I
think this may account for the fact that Lincoln had a minimum
of dental troubles.

Sincerely yours,

Maynard K. Hine, D.D.S,
Dean
MKH:rc

4^^

February 17, I965

Maynard K. Hine, D.D.S.
Office of the Dean
Indiana University School of Dentistry
1121 Jest Michigan Street
Indianapolis, Indiana 46202

Dear Dean line:
I have your letter of February 15 and
you.

ar.

glad that I was able to help

The picture you ask about illustrated an article in THI JOURIAL of the
American Dental Association, Vol. 19» March, 1932, Ho. 3» page 3*73.
It was part of an article by Edward C. Mills, entitled 'Bainbridg*,
Ross County, Ohio, The Cradle of Dental Education.
'

Milton Station, Illinois, is now Humboldt, Colas County, Illinois.
Dr. Wesley avspler was a pioneer dentist who 'practiced on horseback in Ohio, Illinois and Wisconsin,'' settling at Milton station
in the year 1840. While he was practicing at Hilton Station, Abraham
Lincoln, on his way to Chicago, had him remove a tooth, the first he
had had extracted by a dentist. This was so:r,e tin* in 1356. The
photograph in Fig. 18 is from the Dent. Reg., 38sl~12 a 1384.
You probably have a copy of The Journal mentioned above in the library
at the school.
Do not hesitate to call on us if we can be any further help to you.

Very sincerely,

Ruth

?.

Higgins

(Mrs. K. E.)
Asst. to Dr. Mc N urtry
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March

2,

1965

Mrs. Jeanne Clare Bokros

1526 Atlantic R. E.
barren, Ohio Wv83
Dear Mrs. Bokros:
In the absence of Dr. KcMurtry, who is away on a speaking
tour, I will attetrot to answer your questions about Lincoln '3 teeth,
insofar as we know the answers.
Or. Maynard K. Hine,
Apparently, Lincoln had good teeth.
dean of the Indiana University School of Dentistry, has been doing
some research on this subject and thinks that the fact that Lincoln
drank water the first eight year.- of his life with an optimal amount
of fluoride in it, ma^r account for the fact that he had a r/dnimum of
dental troubles.

We know that Lincoln had a tooth pulled in 18$6 by a Dr.
Wesley Wampler at Milton Station, (now Humboldt), Illinois. In a
letter to Mary Speed on September 27, 1841, Lincoln describes the
extraction of one of his teeth. Another tooth was pulled by a Dr.
G. S. Wolf in 1362, in Washington D.C.
The sources of the above information are The Journal of the
American Dental Association, Vol. 19t March 1932, page 37B; the book,
"Lincoln and the Doctors" by Milton Shutes, K.D. , page S3; "The
Hidden Lincoln" by Emanuel Hertz From the Letters and Papers of
William H. Herndon, page 33^5 and the "Collected Works of Abraham
Lincoln", Vol I, page 259.
I hope this information will satisfy your class.

Very sincerely,

rh/

(Mrs.) Ruth P. Hoggins
Asst. to Dr. McMurtry

.

INDIANA UNIVERSITY
School of Dentistry

1121

WEST MICHIGAN STREET

INDIANAPOLIS. INDIANA 46202
office of the dean

November 10, 1967

Mrs. Ruth P. Higgins
Assistant to Dr. McMurtry
Lincoln rational Life Foundation
Fort Wayne, Indiana

Dear Mrs. Higgins:
I have again been asked to make a few comments regarding Abraham
Lincoln's teeth and since you were kind enough to help me a couple
of years ago I would like to impose upon you again. It is my understanding that you have a very complete catalog of information regarding Abraham Lincoln, so perhaps answering the following questions
will not present much of a problem. Of course, if answers are not
readily available, I do not expect you to devote too much time to
searching for information!

As I remember it, there are very few references to Abraham Lincoln's
teeth in the literature. These are:
1.

A tooth was extracted in 18^2.
Is it known where this was done and by whom?
Could
a reference be cited proving that the tooth was extracted in that year?

2.

He is reported to have purchased a tooth brush in I8U3.
How common was the
Is there a reference to this?
purchase of tooth brushes at that time? Is Lincoln's
purchase of one indicative of the fact that he was interested in his teeth or the fact that he had just
purchased one might suggest that he was not interested
in his teeth?

3.

He had a tooth removed by a dentist in 1856 in Milton Station,

Illinois
Do you have a reference about this?
k.

I understand he visited a Dr. G. S. Wolfe in 1862, at which
time Lincoln was reported to have taken a few whiffs of
chloroform prior to the extraction of a tooth.
What is the reference for this incident?

.

Mrs. Ruth P. Higgins

-2-

November 10, 1967

Do you have anything in the files that would suggest that Abraham
Lincoln did or did not like candy, cakes and pastries? Since there are
so few references to Lincoln's dental problems, I am assuming that he
had few. It occurs to me this could be explained on three bases; first
that he grew up in an area in Kentucky and Southern Indiana that had an
optimal amount of fluoride naturally occurring in the drinking water.
Preliminary information suggests this is true. Second, it is possible
that Lincoln had a type of diet which did not produce much dental
caries. Since he was tall and angular, one might assume that he did
not over-eat, particularly of carbohydrates.

Any comments in your file regarding in your file regarding the type of
diet that Lincoln ate might be of dental interest.
Third, perhaps Lincoln took very good care of his teeth, although the
evidence pro and con in this direction seems scanty.

Do you know of any pictures of Lincoln in which he shows his teeth? I
cannot remember having seen a single photograph that shows him with his
mouth open. I have heard of one reference to his teeth by a poet
(Wathaniel Hawthorne?) who said I believe that he had strong white
teeth. It has been suggested this may have been poetic license.
Anything that you may have in your files which would give us information
regarding Abraham Lincoln's teeth would be of interest to me. I shall
appreciate learning of any other source of information not available in
your library.
Please be assured that my inquiry is not based upon idle curiosity. If
I can get sufficient information together I shall prepare it for publication in a dental journal. If my investigations get this far, I shall of
course give you and the Lincoln National Life Foundation complete
credit

Sincerely yours,

MKH:rc

Maynard K. Hine, D.D.S.
Dean

November lk t 1967

Haynard K. Kine, D.D.S.
Office of the Dean
Indiana University School of Dentistry
1121 West Michigan Street
Indianapolis, Indiana b6202

Dear Dr. Hine:
I have your letter of November 10 and have been combing our library and file
drawers for clippings, pictures and references about Lincoln's teeth. It is
amazing, in view of all the words written and spoken about Lincoln, that so
little was ever mentioned about his teeth. One newspaper clipping quoted an
'English author" (unnamed) as describing Lincoln as having M two rows of large
white teeth."

Of the 118 photographs taken of Lincoln, none showed him with his mouth open.
(You have to remember that time exposures were necessary at that time, when
photography was in its infancy. ) Enclosed is a copy of Lloyd Ostendorf's
illustration, "The Angry Lincoln" which adorns the jacket of a new book entit»«d
Lincoln's Lost Speech
This shows Lincoln's teeth.
.

Also enclosed are copies of our Lincoln Lore bulletin in which you will find
Lincoln's letter to Hary Speed describing his visit to the dentist in 18U2.
The name of the dentist is not mentioned.
You will also find a picture of
an ad for tooth powder, along x*ith Mrs. Lincoln's endorsement of this product.
I find no reference to a tooth brush purchased by Lincoln or any member of
his family, but it would seem reasonable to assume that if Mrs. Lincoln endorsed a tooth cleaning powder so whole-heartedly the entire family must have
used tooth brushes.
The other enclosures will answer your questions about the Milton Station and
Dr. Wolfe extractions, Lincoln's diet and tastes in food, and his comments on
eat and drink.

If I cone acrass anything else I think wight help you, rest assured I will
send it on to you.

Very sincerely,

(Mrs. Kenneth E. Higgins)
Asst. to Dr. MeMartry

Mine, M.K. Mr. Lincoln's teeth: evidence, conjecture surest he enjoyed
Survey l|.£: 68-71, April, 1969.
r>ent
good oral health.
tLs~fiJLt<c4J£

MAYNARD

K.

HINE, D.D.S., M.S.*

"There

no man

is

in

American history

with whom the people so desire intimate acquaintance as they do with
Abraham Lincoln."— Ida Tarbell.
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January 27, 1970

Dr. R. Gerald McMurtry

Editor
Lincoln Lore
The Lincoln National Life Insurance Co.
Fort Wayne, Indiana
Dear Doctor McMurtry:

A few years ago I became interested in studying Abraham Lincoln's teeth,
and much to my surprise, I have found that there is very little known
about this subject. During the course of my investigations, I found that
no picture had ever been taken of Lincoln showing his teeth and that
there was only one description in the literature of them. It is true
that one artist at least has drawn a. picture of Abraham Lincoln with his
mouth open, but the artist told me that he had no real information about
Lincoln's teeth.
Not long ago I made a brief report on the information known about
Lincoln's teeth to a group of dentists including one young man who is a
dentist and an artist. At my suggestion, he drew a picture of Abraham
Lincoln smiling, showing his teeth, and he did so well that I thought
you might like to see a print. (Please find one enclosed.) The only
basis for this drawing can be found in "The Heart of Emerson's Journal"
edited by Bliss Perry and published by The Riverside Press in I926
(page 290): "When he has made his remark, he looks up at you with great
satisfaction, and shows all his white teeth, and laughs.
The
artist is Dr. Rolando DeCastro of Indianapolis.

..."

If you believe it would be interesting to publish this artist's conception
of Lincoln smiling, please feel free to do so.
I have enjoyed reading
your publication, "Lincoln Lore," for the last few years and would like
to repay you in some way!

Sincerely yours,

Maynard K. Hine, D.D.S
Chancellor
MKH:rc

You might be interested in the enclosed discussion of what

P.S.

I

learned about Lincoln's teeth.
M.K.H.
School of Medicine

Downtown Campus

.

•

School of Dentistry

Herron School of Art

•

•

Indianapolis

School of Nursing

Law School

•

•

University Hospitals

Graduate School of Social Service

•

•

Purdue University Indianapolis Campus

Normal College

of

the

American Gymnastic Union

46801

January 28, 1970

Maynard K. Hine, D. D. S.
Chancellor
Indiana - Purdue University
at Indianapolis
1219 West Michigan Street
Indianapolis, Indiana 46202

Dear Dr. Hine:
Dr. KoMartry is away at present on an
tour, but I know that he will be pi eased with
January 27, and delighted to have the drawing
his teeth, by Tndianaoolis artist Dr. Rolando

extended speaking
your letter of
of Lincoln showing
DeCastro.

Thank you very much for the copy of your article "Mr.
Lincoln's Teeth." This will go into our file on Lincoln's
teeth.
I would like to get hold of a copy of the magazine Dental
Survey April 1969, &* order to place it in our collection of
periodicals which contain articles on Abraham Lincoln.

We appreciate your
your article, if we wish.
incorporate these items in
He will be pleased to hear
bulletin.

permission to use the picture and
Perhaps Dr. HcMurtry will be able to
some future issue of Lincoln Lore
that you enjoy reading our monthly
.

Yours sincerely,

rph/

Ruth P. Higgins (Mrs.)
A 3 st. to Dr. McKurtry

£A

The National

Future Farmer

Telephone

Owned and Pu hi shed

703-360-3600

i

by (he Future rarmers of America

P.O. Box 15130

^

Alexandria, Virginia 22309

iA

June 25, 1971

Editor, Lincoln Lore
The Lincoln National Life Foundation
Fort Wayne, Indiana 46801

Dear Sir:
Just a thank you for the fine work and interesting reading
you provide in the regular issues of Lincoln Lore.

wanted you to know that some of us who may not write
frequently or get to visit the offices in Ft. Wayne very
frequently do appreciate the exciting work you all are conducting.

I

Although I live in Virginia now my home was originally in Toulon,
Illinois. As I understand from stories told by older citizens
of the community, Mr. Lincoln stopped in Toulon on his way to
the debates at Knox College and had a tooth extracted.
The
dentist's office has been preserved by the Stark County Historical
Society. The little building stands between the Dale Carnegie
Library and the Historical Society's home.
It is fully equipped.
Someday this might be a story lead for you.

Cordially,

hn M. Pitzer
sociate Editor

JMP/jh
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Fig. 1.

One

of the few sketches of Lincoln, by a

showing

modern

artist,

his teeth.

The Dental Problems
Abraham Lincoln

of

MAYNARD

K. HINE, D.D.S.
Indianapolis, Indiana

Abraham Lincoln must be ranked as one of the most remarkable and
well-known individuals of modern times. He has an established reputation as a writer, diplomat, humorist and humanitarian. The literature
about Lincoln has become voluminous and more is written each year. As
Ida Tarbell wrote, "There is no man in American history with whom the
people so desire intimate acquaintance as they do with Abraham Lincoln."

All
it

is

.

surprising to note that there are very few

concerning

Abraham

his

Lincoln

oral

health.

Searching

comments

for

information

teeth has interested the author off

s

iam Lint

in the literature

and on

regarding
tor

about

a

decade, and just about all of the possible sources of information that
one's imagination can dream up have been exhausted. Scores of
biographies and books of Lincoln photographs; museums; governmental agencies; historians; many magazine and newspaper articles; all have
been checked, and one must admit that the search has had but limited
success, beldom does one find a mention of his teeth, or a tooth ache, or
his dentist. This paper is a summary of all that the author has learned,
and is inclined to believe, all that is recorded about Abraham Lincoln's
dental problems. However, additional information might be found in
some forgotten records; readers are urged to send any new references to
the author of this report.
Even though Lincoln lived during the time that dentistry was
developing into a profession, with several well-established dental journals and dental societies in existence, comments about Lincoln and dentistry are almost non-existent. By comparison, the frequent and serious
dental problems of George Washington are well known.

DOCUMENTATION OF LINCOLN'S
DENTAL EXPERIENCES
Actually,

visits by Lincoln to dental offices can be
two were reported in a well-known letter from
Mary Speed dated September 27, 1841. He wrote:

only four

documented. The

first

Abraham Lincoln to
Do you remember my

going to the city (Louisville) while was
and making a failure of it?
Well, that same old tooth got to paining me so much, that about a
week since I had it torn out, bringing with it a bit of the jawbone.'
in

Kentucky,

to

have

I

a tooth extracted,

Apparently

it took two visits to get one of Lincoln's teeth extracted,
took his tooth out in 1841 is not known. Evidently a third visit
was to Dr. Wesley Wampler of Milton Station (now Humbolt) Illinois in
1856, while Lincoln was on his way to Chicago. 2 Dr. Wampler extracted
a tooth using an ivory handled turnkey, but nothing else is known about

but

who

this visit.

A fourth visit was in 1862, while Lincoln was president.
reported as follows:
One day in 1862, Dr. G. S. Wolf, 1313 New York Avenue,
N.W., (Washington, D.C.) but one door next to the church which
Mr. Lincoln attended, was honored by a visit from the President,
who asked that an annoying tooth be pulled. After the examination,
Dr. Wolf selected a pair of forceps, and as he adjusted it to the
tooth, Mr. Lincoln exclaimed, 'Just a minute, please!' To Dr. Wolf's
surprise, the President reached in his pocket for a small bottle from
which he took a few deep inhalations and then gave a signal to
proceed.

Dr.

Wolf

stated

that

the contents of

the bottle

was

chloroform and that the extraction of the tooth was practically
painless operation.'

a

It

is

exApparently a Dr. Austin T. Hewett of
perimentation with chloroform as an analgesic agent before this time
and had extracted one of his own teeth in the same manner." Just how
Lincoln learned of the "Hewett method' of analgesia is not known.
This extraction apparently resulted in much discomfort for President
Lincoln, a letter by J. H. Littlefield to William H. Herndon, dated
December 11, J866, included this comment:

Mr

White House was sufferand
a raging tooth'
him, chatted humorously,
that showed that he com-

Lincoln, one evening (18t>2) at the

ing with pain caused

by the extraction of

.

notwithstanding the pain that afflicted
with here and there a flash of real logic
prehended the situation (Yazoo River Expedition).'

Fig. 2.

Lincoln With His Friends

3

—

1861

.

.

had other un
tal

office. .As a

youth Abe

Dr. josiah Crawford,

split n

physician from near Gentryville, Indiana, who also performed some
extractions for his patients. It Lincoln did need dental care, he probably
would have visited Dr. Crawford, but no records are known that suggest
this occurred.
Dr. A. VV. French has been referred to as Lincoln's dentist in
Springfield, Illinois, and reported in an interview that he ".
had
numbered the family of Abraham Lincoln among his clients." However,
his records do not indicate he had treated Lincoln, although he made
records only of patients who did not pay in cash."
a

.

.

WHAT WERE

LINCOLN'S TEETH LIKE?

Because of the complete lack of direct evidence, one can only
speculate about the appearance and the condition of Mr. Lincoln's teeth.
Even the detailed autopsy study of Lincoln failed to mention his teeth,
nor did an anthropologic survey made of Lincoln. 7 Of the 119
photographs taken of Lincoln (39 beardless and SO with a beard), none
showed his teeth!" Several photographs show him smiling a little, but
none of them with his mouth open. (It must be remembered, of course,
that in Lincoln's time photography was in its infancy and time exposures were required. It was also customary for the individual being
photographed to pose in a formal manner.) Even in caricatures of Lincoln, of which there were many, his teeth are seldom seen. Only two or
three from a collection of 163 published in 1953 show any suggestion of
teeth, and these of course were merely artists' impressions. 'Similarly,
none of the over seventy sculptors made statues of Lincoln with his
mouth open.
In the book, "Facts About The Presidents,'' Joseph N. Kane does not
mention teeth, although he does indicate that Lincoln was the first president to wear a beard, which he began to grow shortly after his election in
I860. 10 Many of his supporters had suggested he would look more
dignified with a beard. As a matter of fact, more is known about Lin-

and his feet than his teeth!
Rankin wrote that Lincoln's jaws were long, up-curved and
massive, and looked solid, heavy and strong," but he didn't mention his
teeth. Only three references have been found concerning the appearance
of his teeth. One was in Ralph Waldo Emerson's account of his visit
when he has
with Lincoln in January 1862. Emerson mentioned that ".
made his remark, he looks up at you with great satisfaction, and shows
."'
Whether this is an accurate
all his white teeth, and laughs
description of Lincoln's teeth, or merely polite poetic language, is not
coln's beard

Henry

B.

.

.

2

.

.

.

known.

A second comment about the appearance of Lincoln's teeth was in an
obviously politically inspired character sketch in The Kentucky
•»
Statesman:
Abraham Lincoln is a man above the medium height. He passes
the six foot mark by an inch or two. He is raw-boned, shamblegaited,

bow-legged,

knock-kneed,

pigeon-toed,

slab-sided,

a

Fig. 3.

The Angry Lincoln.
portrait

appeared

This

as

the

cover picture of the book
Lost Speech by
Crissey. It was
painted by Lloyd Ostendorf
(who also painted the
Lincoln's

Elwell

previous picture "Lincoln
With His Friends"), the Art
Editor of the Lincoln
Herald, an erudite quarterly
devoted exclusively to Lincoln research.

shapeless skeleton in a very tough, very dirty, unwholesome skin.
His hair is
black and shaggy; his eyes dark and fireless like a
cold grate in winter time. His lips protrude beyond the natural level
of the face, but are pale and smeared with tobacco juice. His teeth
are filthy." 13 (Most authors comment, however, that Lincoln did not
use tobacco.)
.

.

.

Third, an Englishmen, Edward Dicey, wrote an uncomplimentary
description of Lincoln which included these comments about his face:
... a face furrowed, wrinkled, and indented, as though it had
been scarred by vitriol; a high narrow forehead; and, sunk deep
beneath bushy eyebrows, two bright, somewhat dreamy eyes that
seem to gaze through you without looking at you; a few irregular
blotches of black bristly hair in the place where beard and whiskers
ought to grow; a close-set, thin-lipped, stern mouth, with two rows
of large white teeth, and a nose and ears, which have been taken by
mistake from a head of twice the size."

On

book entitled "Lincoln's Lost Speech," published
an artist portrayed Lincoln with his mouth open, but this of
course is merely an artist's conception of Lincoln's appearance. (Fig. 3)
Correspondence with%3th the author of this book, and the artist, indicated that they knew of Emerson's comment, but had no other information about Lincoln's teeth.
the jacket of a

in 1967,

TRUTH

CO
It is

BE

JING LINCOLN'S TEE-

interesting to speculate

on the reasons why we know so

little

about Lincoln's teeth. Although dentistry was not too well established in
Illinois and Indiana prior to the War Between the States, by the 18e>0's
the dental profession was fairly well organized. In Washington, D. C,
during Lincoln's term of office, dentists or historians undoubtedly
would have recorded any significant dental problems of President Lincoln, so it is probable that he did not visit a dentist very often.
One can conclude that undoubtedly Lincoln had good oral health,
with a minimum of dental problems. One can also argue that Lincoln
should have had a good dentition for several reasons. First, in Abraham
Lincoln's youth his family used water from wells and springs in Kentucky and Southern Indiana, and it is known that the fluoride content of
some of the water in these areas contains about the optimum amount of
fluoride. The surface water of Hardin County was reported as .1 p. p.m.
in 1962, but according to a geological survey of that area some of the
water had at least 1 p. p.m. Since the exact locations of the springs used
by the Lincolns are unknown, it is not possible to determine exactly how
much fluoride existed in their drinking water. It should be remembered
also that the fluoride content of surface water varies with the amount of
rainfall. Unfortunately, no weather records for 1809-15 are available.
There is no positive evidence available, but it is possible that Abraham
Lincoln's freedom from dental care could be attributed in part to his

consumption of fluorides in his early years.
Second, since one writer reported that Lincoln purchased a tooth
brush in June, 1843 15 and another on May 18, 1853 (for 20') 16 one can
assume that he had some understanding of methods of maintaining oral
hygiene. In fact, Mrs. Lincoln, in 1862 while she was in the White
House, endorsed "a highly scented American tooth powder". An advertisement believed to have been published in the New York Times included the following statement: "The case containing your far-famed tooth
powder has been received, and I cheerfully testify that it is superior to all
others I have used in thoroughly cleansing the mouth, purifying the
breath, and whitening the teeth. Yours respectfully, Mrs. Lincoln." 17 It
apparently was the custom at that time for prominent individuals to give
testimonials for commercial products. President Lincoln himself gave
testimonials for a hair tonic, soap, and for a chiropodist who cared for
his feet.

17

More important, it is also known that Abraham Lincoln's diet did
not include many freely fermentable carbohydrates. Much has been
written about Lincoln's dietary habits. Lincoln's stepmother, Mrs. Sarah
Bush Johnson Lincoln, wrote that "Abe was a moderate eater. He sat
ate what was set before him, making no complaint." It seems
that even though he never complained of the fare, he rarely praised it,
either. While President he usually ate a very frugal breakfast of an egg
and a cup of coffee; at luncheon he rarely took more than a biscuit and a
glass of milk, with a plate of fruit. At dinner he ate sparingly of one or
two courses; for instance, some hot soup and usually meat and potatoes.

down and

ate any, was home-made ippli
physique suggests that he ate sparingly and hen

oably did not partake of many cariogenic foods. Incidentally, he drank little or no wine,
or liquor of any sort, and never used tobacco." So his diet probably
would have contributed to good oral health
In summary, then, after a rather diligent and lengthy search, it must
be admitted that few documented facts about Abraham Lincoln's teeth
,

can be found. It is always possible that some new evidence will be
located, but at this late date it seems unlikely.
Based upon scanty information and some calculated guesses, one can
conclude that.
Abraham Lincoln had relatively good teeth, and seldom needed
1.
to visit a dental office.
2.

3.

There is some evidence to suggest that Abraham Lincoln practiced good oral hygiene.
Abraham Lincoln ate an anticariogenic diet and may have had
the benefit of naturally occurring fluoride in his drinking water.
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING RATES

Auxiliary Report

55

Dental Assistants

56

Classifieds

57

Classified advertising rates in the Illinois Dental
Journal are: $10.00 for 30 words, plus 20C for each
additional word. The minimum charge is $10.00.
For advertisements with a box number, a charge of
$3 00 is added, or a minimum charge of $13.00,
plus 20C for each additional word.
Copy must be received by the 15th of the month
one month prior (45 days prior) to publication, with
remittances accompanyng the ads.
All classified advertisements should be addressed as
follows: THE ILLINOIS DENTAL JOURNAL. P.O.
BOX 376. Springfield, IL 62705. Replies to IDJ box
numbers should be sent to the same address with the

box number marked on the outside
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di

The

U.S. Presidents

Teeth-

How Good Were They?
An

Illinois

Dentist

is

Researching

Them

by Mary Schaefer. Managing Editor

Dr. Jack S. Ragsdale, a general
practitioner

from Canton.

has

Illinois,

been studying tooth problems suffered by the United States
Presidents
for three years now.
"I first

became

interested

in

the

subject after
began researching a
speech topic for the Toastmasters
Club." Dr. Ragsdale said. "I thought
initially
would address the subject of
George Washington's teeth."
Dr. Ragsdale in his studies,
found
I

Abraham
corded

Lincoln had few

visits to

the dentist.

re-

I

George Washington had six sets
Some were made of
walrus or elephant ivory, but most
used hippopotamus ivory. In his
most famous set, the upper was gold
swaged palate, the lower was
elephant ivory base. The teeth were
carved from cross-cut hippopotamus
canine. The upper and lower
were
that

of dentures.

then spring loaded on each side.
This set is on display in the Smithsonian Institute.
Dr. Ragsdale has been searching
for a picture of

showing

his

Old George smiling
teeth, but has been

unable to find one.

is now compiling all
the information he has collected into a book.
He began researching all the Presi-

dale

dents, trying to find out the

Dr. Ragsdale has

obtain

been unable to
any information about Presi-

dent's Reagan's oral health — such
as
does he have a bridge or has he ever
been afflicted with gum disease.
Captain Lawrence Blank is President Reagan's dentist and has
assisted Dr. Ragsdale in his research
of other subjects, but will not
disclose

any information on the

status of

President Reagan's teeth. "He
prefers
not to comment while President

Reagan

is

in office,"

Dr. Ragsdale

said.

"Reigning presidents and former
presidents

still

living are

very

'cl<

>sed

mouthed' about giving any information about
problem is

their dental health.

confidentiality.

The

Some

of
the dentists of Presidents still
alive
were told not to disclose anything
that happened in the dental
office."

Ragsdale has learned through
other sources that President Nixon.

Ford and Kennedy all had excellent
He has been able to retrieve
very little information on President
Nixon or President Ford's teeth. Only
that he knows President Ford visited
teeth.

What started out as a speech for
the Toastmasters Club has
developed
into a full grown project. Dr.
Rags-

their dentists,

of office, and generally what
kind of
condition their leeth were in.

names

of

what kind of dental
work they had done while in and out

the dentist periodically to
teeth cleaned because he

have

his

smoked

a

pipe.

One

of President Kennedy's denwas once reported as saying,
"Kennedy used to sit in the dental
tist's
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Thomas Jefferson made every attempt

to

avoid tooth ex

Franklin Roosevelt

tractions.

chair with

turned

my

two anterior

one

foot

on the

floor,

if

I

back, he'd be out the

door in nothing flat."
WIkmi researching Abraham Lincoln s teeth, Kagsdale was able to
find only four recorded trips to the
dentisl Mi Lincoln had a tooth re

moved near Humbolt,
and had
one attempted to be removed in
III.

Louisville.

KY.

After having another

reported tooth removed. Lincoln
wrote a letter to Mary Speed, a personal friend of

his, in which he
have been unable to eat or
drink since, subsisting on savoury
remembrances."

wrote.

"I

President

Andrew Jackson,

the 7th

had some of the worst
teeth. Dr. Kagsdale said This may
have occurred because of his
upbringing and that he was
so
much. He also was fitted with a
President,

ill

spring loaded denture similar to the

one worn by George Washington.
Jackson was not comfortable wearing
and as a result did not very often.
"A soft denture lining may have
it

helped the comfort of both George
Washington and Andrew Jackson."
Dr. Ragsdale said, indicating this

may have helped prevent sore spots.
When Grover Cleveland was president in 1893, there was a financial
panic and the current administration

had

a small partial replacing

teeth.

was very reluctant to let Vice President Adlai Stevenson take over
should something happen to Presi-

has visited the Library of Congress
and the Smithsonian Institute in
Washington DC. trying to locate in-

dent Cleveland. The President was
diagnosed as having oral

formation regarding the presidents.
He has found most of his information
in personal diaries and letters

secretly

cancer.

Two

were taken and
malignant.
In order to provide secrecy about
his condition. President
Cleveland
along with physicians and dentists
both

biopsies

came back

"1 he people
have written to have
been most helpful. When wrote
I

I

James Roosevelt, the son of FDR,
he was most interested and generous

were boarded on a boat al night.
sailed up and down the
East River in New York while an
operation was performed to extract
two teeth and a section of the palate

James Roosevelt

opened

Ragsdale wrote,

The boat

in efforts to

remove

the

with information," Dr. Ragsdale said
President Roosevelt had a small
partial replacing two anterior teeth

while he was

cancer. In order to conceal his

radio talk

speech impediment which resulted

chats),

after the operation, President

Cleveland was prohibited from speaking in
public until a device was fitted to seal
the open area of the palate.
President Thomas Jefferson's dental

problems increased from

his

presidential years to his death. Dr.

Ragsdale said, indicating that Jefferson made every attempt to avoid
tooth extractions. "Jefferson together
with a lot of other presidents would
not acknowledge dental problems
because of vanity."
Dr. Ragsdale has written to the
editors of the state dental journals, all
the dental schools in the nation, and

in

the

White House.

in his letter to

Dr.

"When father did his
shows at home (the fireside

all the children would scurry
around to try to find father's teeth. If
he didn't have them in. all you could
hear was something like a whistle."
President Lyndon Johnson had

trouble with

gum

disease. Ragsdale

"A lot of people thought
Johnson wore dentures— because his
teeth were so small you rarely saw
them " Johnson had to have a great
deal of periodontal work done while
claims.

in

the White House.
Ragsdale reports that

all

the

Navy dentist except
Eisenhower and Truman, who had
Presidents had a

an

Army

dentist,

had an Air Force

and Nixon, who
dentist.

January-February, 1985
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"Truman had no quams about
vanity at

all,"

"He would

porary crown
tooth, pull

Ragsdalc contends.

frequently take the tem-

it

off

an upper central

off his lip

and

stick

it

on

the edge of his tongue while
talking with reporters." This stopped

out

when

permanent crown was put

a

in

place.

During

his

research on Harry

Truman. Ragsdale stumbled upon a
story that was recorded by a Dr. Uhls
in Kansas City. It was an experience
that happened to him while Harry
Truman was vice president under
Franklin Roosevelt.
Dr. Uhls remembers receiving a
telephone call from a person who

were from the Secret Ser-

said they
vice

and

that President Roosevelt

was going

town the next
9:00 a.m. and would Dr.
Uhls set aside time on his schedule
for the President to have a dental appointment. Dr. Uhls replied, "Well,
morning

to be in

at

Harry Truman had a great deal of dental work done.

yes." The caller turned out to be a
school buddy pulling a prank.

Two days later, Dr. Uhls received
another telephone call. This person
said, "This is Vice-President, Harry
Truman, am going to be in town
tomorrow and could make a dental
appointment."
Dr. Uhls replied, thinking it was
another prank, "No, am too busy
working on President Roosevelt's
I

I

I

teeth,

I

don't have time to see the

The caller kept inhe was Harry Truman
and set up a dental appointment.
The next day Vice-President Harry
Truman, walked in Dr. Uhls dental
office, keeping his scheduled appointment.
Vice President."

sisting that

In

addition to his research

John

F.

Kennedy was one President

blessed with

good

teeth.

on the

Presidents, Dr. Ragsdale has been
trying to find out

when

the

first

den-

was established in the White
House. Even though many of the

think

Presidents went to the Naval Hospital

dale found that a dental office

Bethesda, Maryland, Ragsdale had
heard a rumor that there was a den-

House durHoover administration. The
equipment at that time consisted

tal office

in

tal office in

"When

the White House.

researching

this,

every-

body, politicians included, said there
wasn't a dental office in the White
House," Dr. Ragsdale said. "I knew
there was.
"People are paranoid about security and also that taxpayers might

42

it

After

is

a waste of

much

money."

tion with fiber optic handpieces." Dr.

investigating. Dr. Rags-

was

Ragsdale reports he has

way

established in the White

White House dental

ing the

body seems

mostly of an old Ritter dental chair.
Dr.

Kaplan of Washington

DC,

the family dentist of the Kennedys'

helped upgrade the equipment while
Kennedy was in the White House.

"The equipment was again upgraded during the Carter administra-

tried

every

possible to get in to see the
office.

"Every-

deny there even is
one. Ironically enough, Admiral
McLeod, head of the Navy Dental
Corp. has not even been there."
*

to

Dr. Jack S. Ragsdale will be pre-

senting a lecture, "Smile, Mr. Presi-

dent" at the ISDS Annual Session on
Wednesday. May 22, 1985 at the

Hamilton Hotel

in Itasca,
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