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PREFACE.
Why

There should be many and strong reasons to warrant such an
What considerations are weighty enough to have
Are
undertaking.
this
venture?
and what special claims has Illinois to such a
make
induced the publishers to
reasonable
and
inevitable
inquiries, and it is fitting they should
are
These
distinction?
publish this book?

there such reasons?

receive attention.

In the

first place,

good State Histories are

of great

importance and value, and there

is

abundant and cheering evidence of an increasing popular interest in them. This is true of
all such works, whatever States may be their subjects; and it is conspicuously true of Illinois, for the following,

among many

early history of

the West

as

other reasons

the seat of tbe

first

—

:

Because of

its

great prominence in the

settlements of Europeans northwest of the

Ohio River the unique character of its early civilization, due to or resulting from its early
French population brought in contact with the aborigines its political, military, and educaits steadfast loyalty and patriotism
the marvelous development of its
tional prominence
the number of distinguished statesmen, generals, and jurists whom it has
vast resources
furnished to the Government, and its grand record in the exciting and perilous conflicts on

—

—
—

—

the Slavery question.
is the magnificent Commonwealth, the setting forth of whose history, in all of its
departments and features, seemed to warrant the bringing out of another volume
Its material has been gathered from every available source, and most
devoted to that end.

This

essential

carefully

examined and

sifted before acceptance.

Especial care has been taken in collecting

and incidents in the personal history of men identiThis material has been
fied with the life of the State in its Territorial and later periods.
gathered from a great variety of sources widely scattered, and much of it quite inaccessible
The encyclopedic form of the work favors conciseness and comto the ordinary inquirer.
pactness, and was adopted with a view to condensing the largest amount of information
material of a biographical character

;

facts

within the smallest practicable space.

And

so the Historical Encyclopedia of Illinois was conceived and planned in the belief
was needed; that no other book filled the place it was designed to occupy, or furnished the amount, variety and scope of information touching the infancy and later life of
In that belief, and in furtherance of those ends,
Illinois, that would be found in its pages.
Simplicity, perspicuity,
the book has been constructed and its topics selected and written.

that

it

and accuracy have been the dominant aims and rules of its editors and writers.
of the book is to record, fairly and truthfully, historical facts facts of
the earlier and later history of the State, and drawn from the almost innumerable sources
connected with that history facts of interest to the great body of our people, as well as to
scholars, officials, and other special classes; a book convenient for reference in the school,
Hence, no attempt at fine writing, no labored, irrelevant and
tbe office, and the home.
conciseness

The supreme mission

;

;
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long-drawn accounts of matters, persons or things, which really need but a few plain words
for their adequate elucidation, will be found in its pages.
On the other hand, perspicuity
and fitting development are never intentionally sacrificed to mere conciseness and brevity.

Whenever

many

a subject,

from

of this character

As a

rule, the

—

its

it is

demands a more elaborate treatment

nature,

—and

there are

handled accordingly.

method pursued

is

the separate and topical, rather than the chronological,

being more satisfactory and convenient for reference.

That is, each topic is considered
and exhaustively, instead of being blended, chronologically, with others. To pass
from subject to subject, in the mere arbitrary order of time, is to sacrifice simplicity and
order to complexity and confusion.
Absolute freedom from error or defect in all cases, in handling so many thousands of
items, is not claimed, and could not reasonably be expected of any finite intelligence; since,
in complicated cases, some element may possibly elude its sharpest scrutiny.
But every
statement of fact, made herein without qualification, is believed to be strictly correct, and
as

separately

the statistics of the volume, as a whole, are submitted to
Considerable space

is

its

readers with entire confidence.

also devoted to biographical sketches of persons

mention, for their close relations to the State in some of

its

deemed worthy

of

varied interests, political, gov-

ernmental, financial, social, religious, educational, industrial, commercial, economical, military, judicial or otherwise; or for their
is

supposed personal deservings in other respects.

It

believed that the extensive recognition of such individuals, by the publishers, will not be

disapproved or regretted by the public

;

that personal biography has an honored, useful

and

legitimate place in such a history of Illinois as this volume aims to be, and that the omission
of such a department

would seriously detract from the completeness and value of the book.
difficult task has confronted the editors and publishers than

Perhaps no more delicate and

the selection of names for this part of the work.

While
that there

believed that no

may

be

many

appear, partly for lack of

deemed

unworthy name has a place in the list, it is freely admitted
more worthy, whose names do not
definite and adequate information, and partly because it was not

it is

others, equally or possibly even

best to materially increase the space devoted to this class of topics.

And

so, with cordial thanks to the publishers for the risks they have so cheerfully
assumed in this enterprise, for their business energy, integrity, and determination, and their
uniform kindness and courtesy; to the many who have so generously and helpfully promoted

the success of the work, by their contributions of valuable information, interesting reminis-

and rare incidents; to Mr. Paul Selby, the very able associate editor, to whom
especial honor and credit are due for his most efficient, intelligent and scholarly services; to
Hon. Harvey B. Hurd, Walter B. Wines, and to all others who have, by word or act,
encouraged us in this enterprise with grateful recognition of all these friends and helpers,
the Historical Encyclopedia of Illinois, with its thousands of topics and many thousands of
details, items and incidents, is now respectfully submitted to the good people of the State,
for whom it has been prepared, in the earnest hope and confident belief that it will be found
instructive, convenient and useful for the purposes for which it was designed.
cences,

—
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PREFATORY STATEMENT.
Since the bulk of the matter contained in this -volume was practically completed and

ready for the press, Dr. Newton Bateman,

who occupied

has passed beyond the sphere of mortal existence.

the relation to

it

of editor-in-chief,

In placing the work before the public,

it

upon the undersigned to make this last prefatory statement.
As explained by Dr. Bateman in his preface, the object had in view in the preparation
of a "Historical Encyclopedia of Illinois" has been to present, in compact and concise form,
the leading facts of Territorial and State history, from the arrival of the earliest French
therefore devolves

explorers in Illinois to the present time.

under the

title,

in State history

This has included an outline history of the State,

"Illinois," supplemented by special articles relating to various crises
;

changes in form of government and administration

and

eras

the history of Consti-

;

tutional Conventions and Legislative Assemblies; the various wars in which Illinoisans have

taken part, with a summary of the principal events in the history of individual military
organizations engaged in the Civil

War

of 1861-65,

State officers, United States Senators and

Members

and the War

organization and development of political divisions;
educational institutions

;

of 1898 with Spain; lists of

of Congress, with the terms of each; the

the establishment of charitable and

the growth of public improvements and other enterprises which

have marked the progress of the State natural features and resources the history of early
newspapers, and the growth of religious denominations, together with general statistical
;

;

information and unusual or extraordinary occurrences of a local or general State character
all

arranged under topical heads, and convenient for ready reference by

all

seeking informa-

tion on these subjects, whether in the family, in the office of the professional or business

man, in the teacher's study and the school-room, or in the public library.
While individual or collected biographies of the public men of Illinois have not been
wholly lacking or few in number and those already in existence have a present and conthey have been limited, for the most part, to special localities and
stantly increasing value
particular periods or classes.
Rich as the annals of Illinois are in the records and character
of its distinguished citizens who, by their services in the public councils, upon the judicial
bench and in the executive chair, in the forum and in the field, have reflected honor upon
the State and the Nation, there has. been hitherto no comprehensive attempt to gather
together, in one volume, sketches of those who have been conspicuous in the creation and

—

—

upbuilding of

the. State.

The

collection of material of this sort has been a task requiring

and laborious research and, while all may not have been achieved in this direction
that was desirable, owing to the insufficiency or total absence of data relating to the lives of
many men most prominent in public affairs during the period to which they belonged, it is
still believed that what has been accomplished will be found of permanent value and be
patient

;

appreciated by those most deeply interested in this phase of State history.

The

large

feature of the

number of topics treated has made brevity and conciseness an indispensable
work consequently there has been no attempt to indulge in graces of style or
;
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The

e*aboration of narrative.

object has been to present, in simple language and concise

form, facts of history of interest or value to those

Absolute inerrancy

is

who may

choose to consult

its

pages.

not claimed for every detail of the work, but no pains has been

spared, and every available authority consulted, to arrive at complete accuracy of statement.

In view of the important bearing which railroad enterprises have had upon the extraordinary development of the State within the past

fifty years,

considerable space has been given

to this department, especially with reference to the older lines of railroad

whose history has

been intimately interwoven with that of the State, and its progress in wealth and population.
In addition to the acknowledgments made by Dr. Bateman, it is but proper that I
should express

my

personal obligations to the late Prof. Samuel

M.

Inglis, State Superin-

tendent of Public Instruction, and his assistant, Prof. J. H. Freeman; to ex-Senator John
of Springfield to the late Hon. Joseph Medill, editor of "The Chicago Tribune"
Hon. James B. Bradwell, of "The Chicago Legal News"; to Gen. Green B. Raum,
Dr. Samuel Willard, and Dr. Garrett Newkirk, of Chicago (the latter as author of the printo the Librarians of the State
cipal portions of the article on the "Underground Railroad")
Historical Library, the Chicago Historical Library, and the Chicago Public Library, for
special and valuable aid rendered, as well as to a large circle of correspondents in different
parts of the State who have courteously responded to requests for information on special
topics, and have thereby materially aided in securing whatever success may have been

M. Palmer,

;

to the

;

attained in the work.

memory of my friend and
on October 21, 1897, was
in the Faculty of Knox College, his former pupils and

I cannot omit to pay
Bateman, whose death, at

In conclusion,
associate, Dr.

deplored, not only by his associates

immediate neighbors, but by a large
Although his labors as editor of

this final tribute to the
his

home

in Galesburg,

circle of friends in all parts of the State.

volume had been substantially finished at the time
and revision of every line of copy at that time
prepared, comprising the larger proportion of the volume as it now goes into the hands of
the public), the enthusiasm, zeal and kindly appreciation of the labor of others which he
this

of his death (and they included the reading

brought to the discharge of his duties, have been sadly missed in the last stages of preparaIn the estimation of many who have held his scholarship
tion of the work for the press.

and

his splendid

endowments

nection with the work will be

of
its

mind and
strongest

character in the highest admiration, his con-

commendation and the

surest evidence of

its

volume from

my

merit.

With

myself, the most substantial satisfaction I have in dismissing the

hands and submitting

it

to the

judgment

of the public, exists in the fact that, in

its

prepara-

—

have been associated with such a co-laborer one whose abilities commanded uniand whose genial, scholarly character and noble qualities of mind and heart
won the love and confidence of all with whom he came in contact, and whom it had been my
privilege to count as a friend from an early period in his long and useful career.
tion, I

versal respect,

<^W^^<*^b-
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Kane County.
PREFACE
Book-making

is

an expensive undertaking, and the limited sale which a work

would

treating of a single county alone
responsibility.

financial

Encyclopedia of

County
a

The

Illinois,"

that

having deemed it
embracing, as
have been requested
1

—
—

work
Kane County

edition of that

History of

While keenly

portion of the volume.

of that

would inevitably involve a heavy
excellent work, "The Historical
practicable to produce a special Kane
a feature of added interest and value,

obtain,

of

publishers

experience for such a task,

I

undertake

to

realizing

my

the

lack

preparation
training

of

and

have, nevertheless, complied with the request, being

influenced thereto by the judgment of leading citizens of the county long prominent
in

who have urged

public affairs,

was

that this

which

a duty

I

owed

to the Past, the

Present and the Future.

The
had
and

business

management

of the enterprise rests with the publishers,

a

long and successful experience

to

whom

the credit

is

in

who have

the publication of works of this character,

due for the thoroughly excellent form of a combined work
Kane County. Judged by the literary and artistic

of such interest to the citizens of

and the experience of those gentlemen who have
department,
so inseparably connected with the history
had charge of the biographical

quality of the Historical Encyclopedia,

of the county's development

and progress,

1

feel

confident that the volume will have

a permanent value.

my

In the performance of the task assigned to me,
as concisely as the circumstances

would

the natural features of the country as he found
flora

;

the fertility of the soil and

bandman when occupied;

its

it;

effort has

coming of

the

justify,

its

been to

set forth,

white

man and

the

wonderfully varied fauna and

ready availability for the purposes of the hus-

its
political
and industrial development, and
some enduring though necessarily incomplete record of the toils, the
privations and the achievements of those enterprising pioneers who laid the founda-

to

note

—

furnish

tions of our

to

—

Many

county's present prosperity.

and successors,

who

will

could feel assured that they will experience the

have

felt

in

its

of these, as well as their descendants

read this history, have been

preparation,

I

shall

my

in

And

if,

deeply grateful.

feel

life-long friends;

same pleasure

its

have the

effect

to

awaken

in

ception of the obligation which they

the

minds of

owe

to

those

benign Providence whose guidance brought them to
for

my

if

I

that

I

on the other hand,

the story of the achievements of the pioneer occupants of the soil in
shall

and

perusal

Kane County,

the present generation a true con-

who preceded them, and
this land, I shall feel

to

the

amply repaid

labor.
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ABBOTT, (Lieut.-Gov,) Edward,
who was commandant at Post

officer,

(called

time

by the

British,

a

British

Vincennes

Fort Sackville) at

the

George Rogers Clark captured Kaskas-

Col.

Abbott's jurisdiction extended, at
least nominally, over a part of the "Illinois
Ten days after the occupation of KasCountry.
kaskia, Colonel Clark, having learned that
Abbott had gone to the British headquarters at
Detroit, leaving the Post without any guard
except that furnished by the inhabitants of the
village, took advantage of his absence to send
Pierre Gibault. the Catholic Vicar-General of Illinois, to win over the people to the American
cause, which he did so successfully that they at
once took the oath of allegiance, and the American flag was run up over the fort. Although
Fort Sackville afterwards fell into the hands of
the British for a time, the manner of its occupation was as much of a surprise to the British as
that of Kaskaskia itself, and contributed to the
completeness of Clark's triumph. (See Clark,
Col. George Rogers, also, Gibault, Pierre.)
Governor Abbott seems to have been of a more
humane character than the mass of British
officers of his day, as he wrote a letter to General
Carleton about this time, protesting strongly
against the employment of Indians in carrying
on warfare against the colonists on the frontier,
on the ground of humanity, claiming that it was
a detriment to the British cause, although he
was overruled by his superior officer, Colonel
Hamilton, in the steps soon after taken to recapture Vincennes.
ABINGDON, second city in size in KnoxCounty,
at the junction of the Iowa Central and the
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroads; 10
miles south of Galesburg, with which it is connected by electric car line has city waterworks,
electric light plant, wagon works, brick and tile
works, sash, blind and swing factories, two banks,
kia in 1778.
'

'

;

three weekly papers, public library, fine high
school building and two ward schools. Hedding
College, a flourishing institution,

of the M. E. Church,

is

under auspices

located here.

Population

(1900), 2,022; (est. 1904), 3,000.

ACCAULT, Michael (Ak-ko), French explorer
and companion of La Salle, who came to the
"Illinois Country" in 1780, and accompanied
Hennepin when the latter descended the Illinois
River to its mouth and then ascended the Mississippi to

the vicinity of the present city of

St.

where they were captured by Sioux. They
were rescued by Greysolon Dulhut (for whom
the city of Duluth was named), and having discovered the Falls of St. Anthony, returned to
Green Bay. (See Hennepin.)
ACKERMAN, William K., Railway President
and financier, was born in New York City, Jan.
29, 1832, of Knickerbocker and Revolutionary
Paul,

ancestry,

his grandfather,

Abraham

D. Acker-

man, having served as Captain of a company of
the famous "Jersey Blues," participating with
"Mad" Anthony Wayne in the storming of Stony
Point during the Revolutionary War, while his
father served as Lieutenant of Artillery in the
of 1812. After receiving a high school edu-

War

New York, Mr. Ackerman engaged in
mercantile business, but in 1852 became a clerk
in the financial department of the Illinois Central
Railroad. Coming to Chicago in the service of
the Company in 1860, he successively filled the
cation in

positions of Secretary, Auditor

until July, 1876,

when he was

and Treasurer,

elected Vice-Presi-

dent and a year later promoted to the Presidency,
voluntarily retiring from this position in August,
1883, though serving some time longer in the

capacity of Vice-President. During the progress
Columbian Exposition at Chicago
(1892-93) Mr. Ackerman served as Auditor of the

of the World's

Exposition, and was City Comptroller of Chicago
under the administration of Mayor Hopkins
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He

an active member of the Chicago
and has rendered valuable
service to railroad history by the issue of two brochures on the "Early History of Illinois Railroads," and a "Historical Sketch of the Illinois

(1893-95).

Historical

is

Society,

Central Railroad."

ADAMS,

John, LL.D., educator and philanat Canterbury, Conn., Sept. 18,
1772; graduated at Yale College in 1795; taught

thropist,

was born

for several years in his native place, in Plainfield, N. J. and at
became Principal
,

Colchester, Conn.
of

Phillips

In 1810 he

Academy

at

An-

remaining

there twenty-three
years. In addition to his educational duties he
participated in the organization of several great
charitable associations which attained national
dover,

Mass.,

importance. On retiring from Phillips Academy
in 1833, he removed to Jacksonville, 111., where,
four years afterward, he became the third Principal of Jacksonville Female Academy, remaining
six years. He then became Agent of the American Sunday School Union, in the course of the

next few years founding several hundred Sunday
Schools in different parts of the State. He received the degree of LL. D. from Yale College in
Died in Jacksonville, April 24, 1863. The
1854.
subject of this sketch was father of Dr. "William
Adams, for forty years a prominent Presbyterian
clergyman of New York and for seven years (187380) President of Union Theological Seminary.
ADAMS, John McGregor, manufacturer, was
born at Londonderry, N. H., March 11, 1834, the
son of Rev. John R. Adams, who served as Chaplain of the Fifth Maine and One Hundred and
Twenty- first New York Volunteers during the
Civil War. Mr. Adams was educated at Gorham,
Me., and Andover, Mass., after which, going to
New York City, he engaged as clerk in a dry-

goods house at §150 a year. He next entered the
office of Clark & Jessup, hardware manufacturers,
and in 1858 came to Chicago to represent the
house of Morris K. Jessup & Co. He thus became
associated with the late John Crerar, the firm of
Jessup & Co. being finally merged into that of
Crerar, Adams & Co., which, with the Adams &
"Westlake Co., have done a large business in the
manufacture of railway supplies. Since the
death of Mr. Crerar, Mr. Adams has been principal manager of the concern's vast manufacturing

of all with

whom

the students

Samuel, physician and educator, was born at Brunswick, Me., Dec. 19, 1806,
and educated at Bowdoin College, whei e he
graduated in both the departments of literature
and of medicine. Then, having practiced as a
(Dr.)

-

he came in contact, especially

who came under

his instruction.

A

profound and thorough scholar, he possessed a
refined

and exalted

literary taste,

which was

illustrated in occasional contributions to scientific

Among productions
may be enumeron "The Natural History of Man in

and literary

periodicals.

of his pen on philosophic topics

ated articles
his Scriptural Relations;" contributions to the
"Biblical Repository" (1844); "Auguste Comte
and Positivism" ("New Englander," 1873), and
"Herbert Spencer's Proposed Reconciliation between Religion and Science" ("New Englander,"
His connection with Illinois College con1875).
tinued until his death, April, 1877 a period of

—

more than thirty-eight

A monument

years.

to

memory

has been erected through the grateful donations of his former pupils.
ADAMS, George Everett, lawyer and ex-Congressman, born at Keene, N. H., June 18, 1840;
w as educated at Harvard College, and at Dane
Law School, Cambridge, Mass. graduating at the
former in 1860. Early in life he settled in Chicago, where, after some time spent as a teacher
in the Chicago High School, he engaged in the
practice of his profession. His first post of public responsibility was that of State Senator, to
In 1882 he was
which he wT as elected in 1880.
chosen, as a Republican, to represent the Fourth
Illinois District in Congress, and re-elected in
In 1890 he was again a candi1884, '86 and '88.
date, but was defeated by Walter C. Newberry.
He is one of the Trustees of the Newberry

his

y

,

Library.

ADAMS, James,

pioneer lawyer, was born in

taken to Oswego
County, N. Y., in 1809, and, in 1821, removed to
Springfield, 111., being the first lawyer to locate
He enjoyed an exin the future State capital.
tensive practice for the time; in 1823 was elected
a Justice of the Peace, took part in the WinneHartford, Conn.

business.

ADAMS,

physician several years, in 1838 he assumed the
chair of Natural Philosophy, Chemistry and
Natural History in Illinois College at Jacksonville, 111.
From 1843 to 1845 he was also Professor of Materia Medica and Therapeutics in the
Medical Department of the same institution, and,
during his connection with the College, gave
instruction at different times in nearly every
branch embraced in the college curriculum,
including the French and German languages.
Of uncompromising firmness and invincible courage in his adherence to principle, he was a man
of singular modesty, refinement and amiability
in private life, winning the confidence and esteem

,

Jan. 26, 1803

;

Q
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bago and Black Hawk wars, was elected Probate
Judge in 1841, and died in office, August 11, 1843.
ADAMS COUNTY, an extreme westerly county
of the State, situated about midway between its
northern and southern extremities, and bounded
on the west by the Mississippi River. It was
organized in 1825 and named in honor of John
Quincy Adams, the name of Quincy being given
to the county seat. The United States Census of
1890 places its area at 830 sq. m. and its populaThe soil of the county is fertile
tion at 61,888.
and well watered, the surface diversified and
hilly, especially along the Mississippi bluffs, and
The wealth of the county is
its climate equable.
largely derived from agriculture, although a
large amount of manufacturing is carried on in
Quincy.

Population (1900), 67,058.

ADDAMS, John Huy, legislator, was born at
Sinking Springs, Berks County, Pa., July 12,
1822 educated at Trappe and Upper Dublin, Pa.
and learned the trade of a miller in his youth,
which he followed in later life. In 1844, Mr.
;

Addams came

to Illinois, settling at Cedarville,

Stephenson County, purchased a tract of land
and built a saw and grist mill on Cedar Creek.
In 1854 he was elected to the State Senate from
Stephenson County, serving continuously in that
body by successive re-elections until 1870 first as
a Whig and afterwards as a Republican. In 1865
he established the Second National Bank of Freeport, of which he continued to be the president
until his death, August 17, 1881. Miss Jane
(Addams), philanthropist, the founder of the "Hull
House," Chicago, is a daughter of Mr. Addams.
ADDISON, village, Du Page County; seat of
Evangelical Lutheran College, Normal School
and Orphan Asylum has State Bank, stores and

—

—

;

public school.

Pop. (1900), 591; (1904), 614.

ADJUTANTS-GENERAL. The office of Adjutant-General for the State of Illinois was first
created by Act of the Legislature, Feb. 2, 1865.
Previous to the War of the Rebellion the position
was rather honorary than otherwise, its duties
(except during the Black Hawk War) and its
emoluments being alike unimportant. The incumbent was simply the Chief of the Governor's
Staff.
In 1861, the post became one of no small
importance. Those who held the office during
the Territorial period were: Elias Rector, Robert
Morrison, Benjamin Stephenson and Wm. Alexander.
After the admission of Illinois as a State
up to the beginning of the Civil War, the duties
(which were almost wholly nominal) were discharged by Wm. Alexander, 1819-21; Elijah C.
Berry, 1821-28; James W. Berry, 1828-39; Moses

11

K. Anderson, 1839-57; Thomas S. Mather, 1858-01.
In November, 1861, Col. T. S. Mather, who had held
the position for three years previous, resigned to
enter active service, and Judge Allen C. Fuller
was appointed, remaining in office until January
1865.
The first appointee, under the act of
1,
1865, was Isham N. Haynie, who held office
until his death in 1869. The Legislature of 1869,
taking into consideration that all the Illinois
volunteers had been mustered out, and that the
duties of the Adjutant-General had been materially lessened, reduced the proportions of the
department and curtailed the appropriation for
its support.
Since the adoption of the military
code of 1877, the Adjutant-General's office has

occupied a more important and conspicuous position among the departments of the State government. The following is a list of those who have
held office since General Haynie, with the date
and duration of their respective terms of office
Hubert Dilger, 1869-73; Edwin L. Higgins,
1873-75; Hiram Hilliard, 1875-81; Isaac H. Elliot,
1881-84; Joseph W. Vance, 1884-93; Albert Orendorff, 1893-96, C. C. Hilton, 1896-97; Jasper N.
Reece, 1897

—

AGRICULTURE.
agricultural State.

Illinois

A

ranks high as an

large area in the eastern

portion of the State, because of the absence of
timber, was called by the early settlers "the

Grand Prairie."
Upon and along a low ridge
beginning in Jackson County and running across
the State

is

the prolific fruit-growing district of

Southern Illinois. The bottom lands extending
from Cairo to the mouth of the Illinois River are
of a fertility seemingly inexhaustible. The central portion of the State is best adapted to corn,
and the southern and southwestern to the cultivation of winter wheat. Nearly three-fourths of

—

—

the entire State some 42,000 square miles is upland prairie, well suited to the raising of cereals.
In the value of its oat crop Illinois leads all the
States, that for 1891 being §31,106,674, with 3,068,930 acres under cultivation.
In the production
of corn it ranks next to Iowa, the last census
(1890) showing 7,014,336 acres under cultivation,
and the value of the crop being estimated at
In wheat-raising it ranked seventh,
$86,905,510.
although the annual average value of the crop
from 1880 to 1890 was a little less than §29,000,000.
As a live-stock State it leads in the value of
horses (§83,000,000), ranks second in the production of swine (§30,000,000), third in cattle-growing
(§32,000,000), and fourth in dairy products, the
value of milch cows being estimated at §24,000,000.
(See also Farmers' Institute.)
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AGRICULTURE, DEPARTMENT OF. A
department of the State administration which
grew out

of the organization of the Illinois Agri-

cultural

Society, incorporated

by Act of the

Legislature in 1853. The first appropriation from
the State treasury for its maintenance was §1,000
per annum, "to be expended in the promotion of

mechanical and agricultural arts." The first
President was James N. Brown, of Sangamon
County. Simeon Francis, also of Sangamon, was
the first Recording Secretary John A. Kennicott
of Cook, first Corresponding Secretary and John
Some
Williams of Sangamon, first Treasurer.
thirty volumes of reports have been issued, covering a variety of topics of vital interest to agriculturists.
The department has well equipped
offices in the State House, and is charged with
the conduct of State Fairs and the management
of annual exhibitions of fat stock, besides the
;

;

collection and dissemination of statistical and
other information relative to the State's agriIt receives annual reports
County Agricultural Societies. The
State Board consists of three general officers
(President, Secretary and Treasurer) and one
representative from each Congressional district.
The State appropriates some §20,000 annually for
the prosecution of its work, besides which there
is a considerable income from receipts at State
Fairs and fat stock shows. Between §20, 000 and

cultural

from

interests.

all

§25,000 per

annum

is

disbursed in premiums to

competing exhibitors at the State Fairs, and some
§10,000 divided among County Agricultural
Societies holding fairs.

AKERS, Peter, D. D., Methodist Episcopal
clergyman, born of Presbyterian parentage, in
Campbell County, Va., Sept. 1, 1790; was educated in the common schools, and, at the age
of 16, began teaching, later pursuing a classical
course in institutions of Virginia and North
Carolina. Having removed to Kentucky, after a
brief season spent in teaching at Mount Sterling
in that State, he began the study of law and was
admitted to the bar in 1817. Two years later he
began the publication of a paper called "The
Star," which was continued for a short time.
In
1821 he was converted and joined the Methodist
church, and a few months later began preaching.
In 1832 he removed to Illinois, and, after a year
spent in work as an evangelist, he assumed the
Presidency of McKendree College at Lebanon,
remaining during 1833-34; then established a
"manual labor school" near Jacksonville, which
he maintained for a few years. From 1837 to
1852 was spent as stationed minister or Presiding

Elder at Springfield, Quincy and Jacksonville. In
the latter year he was again appointed to the
Presidency of- McKendree College, where he
five years.
He was then (1857) transferred to the Minnesota Conference, but a year
later was compelled by declining health to assume

remained

a superannuated relation. Returning to Illinois
about 1865, he served as Presiding Elder of the
Jacksonville and Pleasant Plains Districts, but
was again compelled to accept a superannuated
relation, making Jacksonville his home, where
he died, Feb. 21, 1886. While President of McKendree College, he published his work on "Biblical Chronology," to which he had devoted many
previous years of his life, and which gave evidence of great learning and vast research. Dr.
Akers was a man of profound convictions, extensive learning and great eloquence.
As a pulpit
orator and logician he probably had no superior
in the State during the time of his most active
service in the denomination to which he belonged.
AKIN, Edward C., lawyer and Attorney-General, was born in Will County, 111., in 1852, and
educated in the public schools of Joliet and at Ann
Arbor, Mich. For four years he was paying and
receiving teller in the First National Bank of
Joliet, but was admitted to the bar in 1878 and
has continued in active practice since. In 1887 he
entered upon his political career as the Republican candidate for City Attorney of Joliet, and was
elected by a majority of over 700 votes, although
the city was usually Democratic. The following year he was the candidate of his party for
State's Attorney of Will County, and was again
elected, leading the State and county ticket by
800 votes being re-elected to the same office in
1892.
In 1895 he was the Republican nominee
for Mayor of Joliet, and, although opposed by a
citizen's ticket headed by a Republican, was
elected over his Democratic competitor by a decisive majority. His greatest popular triumph was
in 1896, when he was elected Attorney-General
on the Republican State ticket by a plurality
over his Democratic opponent of 132,248 and a
majority over all competitors of 111,255. His
legal abilities are recognized as of a very high
order, while his personal popularity is indicated
by his uniform success as a candidate, in the

—

face, at times, of strong political majorities.

ALBANY, a village of Whiteside County, located on the Mississippi River and the Chicago,
Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway (Rock Island
branch). Population (1890), 611; (1900), 621.
ALBION,

county-seat

of

Edwards County,

on Southern Railway, midway between

St.

Louis

EXPERIMENT FARM (THE VINEYARD) UNIVERSITY OF

ILLINOIS.

EXPERIMENT FARM (ORCHARD CULTIVATION), UNIVERSITY OF

ILLINOIS.
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.and Louisville;

seat of Southern Collegiate In-

has plant for manufacture of vitrified
shale paving brick, two newspapers, creamery,
flouring mills, and is important shipping point
stitute;

for live stock; is in a rich fruit-growing district;

has five churches and splendid public schools.
Population (1900), 1,162; (est. 1904), 1,500.
ALCORN, James Lusk, was born near Golconda, 111., Nov. 4, 1816; early went South and
held various offices in Kentucky and Mississippi,
including member of the Legislature in each;
was a member of the Mississippi State Conventions of 1851 and 1861, and by the latter appointed
a Brigadier- General in the Confederate service,
but refused a commission by Jefferson Davis
because his fidelity to the rebel cause was
doubted. At the close of the war he was one of
the first to accept the reconstruction policy was
elected United States Senator from Mississippi in
In 1869 he
1865, but not admitted to his seat.
was chosen Governor as a Republican, and two
years later elected United States Senator, serving
;

until 1877.

Died, Dec.

20, 1894.

ALDRICH, J. Frank, Congressman, was born
at Two Rivers, Wis., April 6, 1853, the son of
William Aldrich, who afterwards became Conwas brought to Chicago
in 1861, attended the public schools and the Chicago University, and graduated from the Renssegressman from Chicago

;

13

mathematics and in surveying, and by a term in
an academy. Until he had reached the age of 26
years he was engaged in farming and teaching,
but, in 1846, turned his attention to mercantile

In 1851 he removed to Wisconsin,
where, in addition to merchandising, he engaged
in the manufacture of furniture and woodenware,
and where he also held several important offices,
being Superintendent of Schools for three years,
Chairman of the County Board of Supervisors
one year, besides serving one term in the Legislature.
In 1860 he removed to Chicago, where he
embarked in the wholesale grocery business. In
1875 he was elected to the City Council, and, in
1876, chosen to represent his district (the First) in
Congress, as a Republican, being re-elected in 1878,
and again in 1880. Died in Fond du Lao, Wis.,
Dec. 3, 1885.
ALEDO, county-seat of Mercer County is in
the midst of a rich farming and bituminous coal
region fruit-growing and stock-raising are also
extensively carried on, and large quantities of
these commodities are shipped here; has two
newspapers and ample school facilities. Populapursuits.

;

;

tion (1890), 1,601; (1900), 2,081.

ALEXANDER, John

T.,

agriculturist

and

was born in Western Virginia,
1820; removed with his father, at six
age, to Ohio, and to Illinois in 1848.

stock-grower,
Sept. 15,

years of

laer Polytechnic Institute, Troy, N. Y., in 1877,

Here he bought a tract of several thousand acres

receiving the degree of Civil Engineer. Later he
engaged in the linseed oil business in Chicago.
Becoming interested in politics, he was elected a

of land on the

member

of the Board of County Commissioners
Cook County, serving as President of that body
during the reform period of 1887; was also a
member of the County Board of Education and
Chairman of the Chicago Citizens' Committee,
appointed from the various clubs and commercial organizations of the city, to promote the formation of the Chicago Sanitary District. From
May 1, 1891, to Jan. 1, 1893, he was Commissioner
of Public Works for Chicago, w hen he resigned
of

T

having been elected (Nov., 1892) a
member of the Fifty-third Congress, on the
Republican ticket, from the First Congressional
his office,

District;

was

re-elected in 1894, retiring at the

close of the Fifty-fourth Congress.

was appointed
the office of

In 1898 he

to a position in connection with

Comptroller of the Currency at

Washington.

ALDRICH,
man, was born

William, merchant and Congressat Greenfield, N. Y., Jan. 20, 1820.

His early common school training was supplemented by private tuition in higher branches of

Wabash

which

Jacksonville,

Railroad, 10 miles east of

finally developed into

one of

the richest stock-farms in the State. After the
war he became the owner of the celebrated
"Sullivant farm," comprising some 20,000 acres
on the Toledo, Peoria & Western Railroad in
Champaign County, to which he transferred his
stock interests, and although overtaken by reverses, left a large estate. Died, August 22, 1876.

ALEXANDER,

Milton K., pioneer, was born in
County, Ga., Jan. 23, 1796; emigrated
with his father, in 1804, to Tennessee, and, while
still a boy, enlisted as a soldier in the War of 1812,
serving under the command of General Jackson
until the capture of Pensacola, when he entered
upon the campaign against the Seminoles in
In 1823 he removed to Edgar County,
Florida.
111., and engaged in mercantile and agricultural
pursuits at Paris; serving also as Postmaster
there some twenty-five years, and as Clerk of the
County Commissioners' Court from 1826 to '37.
In 1826 he was commissioned by Governor Coles,
Colonel of the Nineteenth Regiment, Illinois
State Militia in 1830 was Aide-de-Camp to Governor Reynolds, and, inl832, took part in the Black
Elbert

;
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Hawk War

as Brigadier-General of the Second
Brigade, Illinois Volunteers. On the inception of
the internal improvement scheme in 1837 he was
elected by the Legislature a member of the first
Board of Commissioners of Public Works, serving

Board was abolished. Died, July 7, 1856.
(Dr.) William M., pioneer,
came to Southern Illinois previous to the organization of Union County (1818), and for some time,
until the

ALEXANDER,

while practicing his profession as a physician,
acted as agent of the proprietors of the town of
America, which was located on the Ohio River,
on the first high ground above its junction with
the Mississippi. It became the first county-seat
of Alexander County, which was organized in
In 1820 we find
1819, and named in his honor.
him a Representative in the Second General
Assembly from Pope County, and two years later
Representative from Alexander County, when he
became Speaker of the House during the session
of the Third General Assembly. Later, he
removed to Kaskaskia, but finally went South,
where he died, though the date and place of his
death are unknown.
ALEXANDER COUNTY, the extreme southern
county of the State, being bounded on the west
by the Mississipppi, and south and east by the
Ohio and Cache rivers. Its area is about 230
square miles and its population, in 1890, was 16,The first American settlers were Tennessee563.
ans named Bird, who occupied tbe delta and gave
it the name of Bird's Point, which, at the date of
the Civil War (1861-65), had been transferred to
the Missouri shore opposite the mouth of the Ohio.
Other early settlers were Clark, Kennedy and
Philips (at Mounds), Conyer and Terrel (at America), and Humphreys (near Caledonia).
In 1818
Shadrach Bond (afterwards Governor), John G.
Comyges and others entered a claim for 1800 acres
in the central and northern part of the county,
and incorporated the "City and Bank of Cairo."
The history of this enterprise is interesting. In
1818 (on Comyges' death) the land reverted to the
Government but in 1835 Sidney Breese, David J.
Baker and Miles A. Gilbert re-entered the forfeited bank tract and the title thereto became
vested in the "Cairo City and Canal Company,"
which was chartered in 1837, and, by purchase,
extended its holdings to 10,000 acres.
The
county was organized in 1819; the first countyseat being America, which was incorporated in
1820.
Population (1900), 19,384.
;

ALEXIAN BROTHERS' HOSPITAL,
at Chicago; established in 1860,

management

located

and under the

of the Alexian Brothers, a monastic

order of the

Roman

Catholic Church.

It

was

originally opened in a small frame building, but a
better edifice was erected in 1868, only to be de-

stroyed in the great fire of 1871. The following
year, through the aid of private benefactions and
an appropriation of 818,000 from the Chicago Relief

was

and Aid
built.

Society, a larger

and better hospital

In 1888 an addition was made, increas-

ing the accommodation to 150 beds. Only poor
male patients are admitted, and these are received
without reference to nationality or religion, and
absolutely without charge. The present medical
staff (1896) comprises fourteen physicians and surgeons. In 1895 the close approach of an intramural transit line having rendered the building
unfit for hospital purposes, a street railway company purchased the site and buildings for §250,000 and a new location lias been selected.
ALEXLS, a village of Warren County, on the
Rock Island & St. Louis Division of the Chicago,
Burlington & Quincy Railway, 12 miles east of
north from Monmouth. It has manufactures of
brick, drain-tile, pottery and agricultural implements; is also noted for its Clydesdale horses.
Population (1880), 398; (1890), 562; (1900), 915.

ALGONQUINS, a group of Indian tribes.
Originally their territory extended from about
latitude 37° to 53° north, and from longitude 25°
east to 15° west of the meridian of

Washington.
Branches of the stock were found by Cartier in
Canada, by Smith in Virginia, by the Puritans in
New England and by Catholic missionaries in the
great basin of the Mississippi. One of the principal of their five confederacies embraced the
Illinois Indians, who were found within the
State by the French when the latter discovered
the country in 1673. They were hereditary foes
of the warlike Iroquois, by whom their territory
was repeatedly invaded. Besides the Illinois,
other tribes of the Algonquin family who originally dwelt within the present limits of Illinois,
were the Foxes, Kickapoos, Miamis, Menominees,
and Sacs. Although nomadic in their mode of
life, and subsisting largely on the spoils of the
chase, the Algonquins were to some extent tillers
of the soil and cultivated large tracts of maize.

Various dialects of their language have been
reduced to grammatical rules, and Eliot's Indian
Bible is published in their tongue. The entire
Algonquin stock extant is estimated at about
95,000, of whom some 35,000 are within the United
States.

ALLEN, William Joshua,
June

9,

1829, in

jurist,

was born

Wilson County, Tenn.

ginia ancestry of Scotch-Irish descent.

;

of VirIn'

early
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infancy he was brought by his parents to Southern Illinois, where his father, Willis Allen, became a Judge and member of Congress. After
reading law with his father and at the Louisville
Law School, young Allen was admitted to the
bar, settling at Metropolis and afterward (1853)
at his old home, Marion, in Williamson County.
In 1855 he was appointed United States District
Attorney for Illinois, but resigned in 1859 and resumed private practice as partner of John A.
Logan. The same year he was elected Circuit
to succeed his father, who had died, but he
declined a re-election. He was a member of the
Constitutional Conventions of 1862 and 1869, serving in both bodies on the Judicial Committee and
as Chairman of the Committee on the Bill of
Rights.
From 1864 to 1888 he was a delegate to
every National Democratic Convention, being
chairman of the Illinois delegation in 1876. He
has been four times a candidate for Congress, and
twice elected, serving from 1862 to 1865. During
this period he was an ardent opponent of the wai
policy of the Government. In 1874-75, at the
solicitation of Governor Beveridge, he undertook
the prosecution of the leaders of a bloody "vendetta" which had broken out among his former
neighbors in Williamson County, and, by his fearless and impartial efforts, brought the offenders to
In 1886,
justice and assisted in restoring order.
Judge Allen removed to Springfield, and in 1887

Judge

was appointed by President Cleveland to succeed
Judge Samuel H. Treat (deceased) as Judge of the
United States District Court for the Southern
District of Illinois. Died Jan. 26, 1901.

ALLEN,

Willis, a native of

Tennessee,

who

removed to Williamson County, 111., in 1829 and
engaged in farming. In 1834 he was chosen
Sheriff of Franklin County, in 1838 elected Representative in the Eleventh General Assembly,
and, in 1844, became State Senator. In 1841,

although not yet a licensed lawyer, he was chosen
Prosecuting Attorney for the old Third District,
and was shortly afterward admitted to the bar.
He was chosen Presidential Elector in 1844, a
member of the Constitutional Convention of 1847,
and served two terms in Congress (1851-55). On
March 2, 1859, he was commissioned Judge of the
Twenty-sixth Judicial Circuit, but died three
months later. His son, William Joshua, succeeded him in the latter office.

ALLERTON, Samuel Waters, stock-dealer and
was born of Pilgrim ancestry in
Dutchess County, N. Y., May 26, 1829. His
youth was spent with his father on a farm in
Yates County, N. Y., but about 1852 he engaged

capitalist,

in the live-stock business in Central

New
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and Western

In 1856 he transferred his operations
to Illinois, shipping stock from various points to
New York City, finally locating in Chicago. He
was one of the earliest projectors of the Chicago
Stock-Yards, later securing control of the Pittsburg Stock- Yards, also becoming interested in
yards at Baltimore, Philadelphia, Jersey City and
Omaha. Mr. Allerton is one of the founders and
a Director of the First National Bank of Chicago,
a Director and stockholder of the Chicago City
Railway (the first cable line in that city), the
owner of an extensive area of highly improved
farming lands in Central Illinois, as also of large

York.

Nebraska and Wyoming, and of valuable
and productive mining properties in the Black
Hills.
A zealous Republican in politics, he is a
liberal supporter of the measures of that party,
and, in 1893, was the unsuccessful Republican candidate for Mayor of Chicago in opposition to

tracts in

Carter H. Harrison.

ALLOUEZ, Claude

Jean, sometimes called
West," a Jesuit priest, was
born in France in 1620. He reached Quebec in
1658, and later explored the country around
Lakes Superior and Michigan, establishing the
mission of La Pointe, near where Ashland, Wis.,
now stands, in 1665, and St. Xavier, near Green
Bay, in 1669. He learned from the Indians the
existence and direction of the upper Mississippi,
and was the first to communicate the information to the authorities at Montreal, which rejiort
was the primary cause of Joliet's expedition. He
succeeded Marquette in charge of the mission at
Kaskaskia, on the Illinois, in 1677, where he

"The Apostle

of the

preached to eight tribes. From that date to 1690
he labored among the aborigines of Illinois and
Wisconsin. Died at Fort St. Joseph, in 1690.
ALLYN, (Rev.) Robert, clergyman and educator, was born at Ledyard, New London County,
Conn., Jan. 25, 1817, being a direct descendant in the eighth generation of Captain Robert
Allyn, who was one of the first settlers of New
London. He grew up on a farm, receiving his
early education in a country school, supplemented by access to a small public library, from
which he acquired a good degree of familiarity
with standard English writers. In 1837 he
entered the Wesleyan University at Middletown,
Conn., where he distinguished himself as a
mathematician and took a high rank as a linguist
and rhetorician, graduating in 1841. He immediately engaged as a teacher of mathematics
in the Wesleyan Academy at Wilbraham, Mass.,
and, in 1846, was elected principal of the school,
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meanwhile

(1843) becoming a licentiate of the
Providence Conference of the Methodist Episcopal
Church. From 1848 to 1854 he served as Principal of the Providence Conference Seminary at
East Greenwich, R. I., when he was appointed
•Commissioner of Public Schools of Rhode Island
also serving the same year as a Visitor to West
Point Military Academy. Between 1857 and 1859
he filled the chair of Ancient Languages in the
State University at Athens, Ohio, when he accepted the Presidency of the Wesleyan Female

—

College at

Cincinnati,

four years

later (1863)

becoming President of McKendree College at
Lebanon, 111., where he remained until 1S74.
That position he resigned to accept the Presidency of the Southern Illinois Normal University
at Carbondale, whence he retired in 1892. Died
at Carbondale, Jan.

7,

1894.

ALTON, principal city in Madison County
and important commercial and manufacturing
point on Mississippi River, 25 miles north of
St. Louis; site was first occupied as a French
trading-post about 1807, the town proper being

by Col. Rufus Easton in 1817 principal
business houses are located in the valley along

laid out

;

the river, while the residence portion occupies
the bluffs overlooking the river, sometimes rising
to the height of nearly 250 feet. The city has
extensive glass works employ'ng (1903) 4,000
hands, flouring mills, iron foundries, manufactories of agricultural implements, coal cars, mintools,

ers'

shoes,

tobacco,

lime,

etc.,

besides

numerous churches, schools, and
four newspapers, three of them daily. A monument to the memory of Elijah P Love joy, who
several banks,

while defending his press against a pro-slavin 1837, was erected in Alton Cemetery,
1896-7, at a cost of S30.000, contributed by the
State and citizens of Alton. Population (1890),
fell

ALTAMONT, Effingham

County, is intersecting
point of the Vandalia, Chicago & Eastern Illinois,
Baltimore & Ohio S. W., and Wabash Railroads,
being midway and highest point between St.
was laid out in
Louis and Terre Haute, Ind.
1870.
The town is in the center of a grain, fruitgrowing and stock-raising district; has a bank,
two grain elevators, flouring mill, tile works, a
large creamery, wagon, furniture and other facPoputories, besides churches and good schools.
;

lation (1890), 1,044, (1900), 1,335.

ALTGELD, John

Peter, ex-Judge and ex-Govwas born in Prussia in 1848, and in boyhood accompanied his parents to America, the
family settling in Ohio. At the age of 16 he
enlisted in the One Hundred and Sixty-fourth
ernor,

Ohio Infantry, serving until the close of the war.
His legal education was acquired at St. Louis and
Savannah, Mo., and from 1874 to '78 he was
Prosecuting Attorney for Andrew County in that
In 1878 he removed to Chicago, where he
State.
devoted himself to professional work. In 1884 he
led the Democratic forlorn hope as candidate for
•Congress in a strong Republican Congressional
district, and in 1886 was elected to the bench of
the Superior Court of Cook County, but resigned
The Democratic State convenin August, 1891.
tion of 1892 nominated him for Governor, and he
was elected the following November, being the

ery

mob

10,294; (1900), 14,210.

ALTON PENITENTIARY. The earliest punishments imposed upon public offenders in Illinois were by public flogging or imprisonment for
a short time in jails rudely constructed of logs,
from which escape was not difficult for a prisoner
of nerve, strength and mental resource. The
inadequacy of such places of confinement was
soon perceived, but popular antipathy to any
increase of taxation prevented the adoption of
any other policy until 1827. A grant of 40,000
acres of saline lands was made to the State by
Congress, and a considerable portion of the money
received from their sale was appropriated to the
establishment of a State penitentiary at Alton.
The sum set apart proved insufficient, and, in 1831,

which nominated William J. Bryan for President, and was also a candidate for re-election to
the office of Governor, but was defeated by John

an additional appropriation of §10,000 was made
from the State treasury. In 1833 the prison was
ready to receive its first inmates. It was built of
stone and had but twenty-four cells. Additions
were made from time to time, but by 1857 the
State determined upon building a new penitentiary, which was located at Joliet (see Northern
Penitentiary), and, in 1860, the last convicts were
transferred thither from Alton. The Alton prison
was conducted on what is known as "the Auburn
plan"
associated labor in silence by day and
separate confinement by night. The management was in the hands of a "lessee," who furnished supplies, employed guards and exercised
the general powers of a warden under the supervision of a Commissioner appointed by the State,
and who handled all the products of convict

R. Tanner, the Republican nominee.

labor.

foreign-born citizen to hold that office in the
the State, and the first Democrat
elected since 1852.
In 1896 he was a prominent
first

history of

factor in the Democratic National Convention

—
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ALTON RIOTS.

(See

Lovejoy, Elijah

Par-

ALTONA, town

of

Knox County, on C,

B.

&

Q.

has an
endowed public library, electric light system,
cement sidewalks, four churches and good school
system. Population (1900), 633.
16 miles northeast of Galesburg;

ALTON & SANGAMON RAILROAD.
Chicago

&

AMBOY,

(See

Alton Railroad.)
city in Lee County on Green River, at

junction of Illinois Central and C, B. & Q. Railroads, 95 miles south by west from Chicago; has
artesian water with waterworks and

fire

protec-

two telephone systems, electric
lights, railroad repair shops, two banks, two
newspapers, seven churches, graded and high
tion, city park,

schools;

is

Ry. from

on

line of

De Kalb

Northern

Illinois Electric

to Dixon;

extensive bridge
and iron works located here. Pop. (1900), 1,826.
AMES, Edward Raymond, Methodist Episcopal
Bishop, born at Amesville, Athens County, Ohio,
May 30, 1806; was educated at the Ohio State
University, where he joined the M. E. Church.
In 1828 he left college and became Principal of
the Seminary at Lebanon, 111., which afterwards
became McKendree College. While there he
received a license to preach, and, after holding
various charges and positions in the church, including membership in the General Conference
of 1840, '44 and '52, in the latter year was elected
Bishop, serving until his death, which occurred
in Baltimore, April 25, 1879.

ANDERSON,

and eduMarch 7, 1S32;
graduated at Rochester University in 1854 and at
the Theological Seminary there in 1856; spent
ten years in Baptist pastoral work at Janesville,
Wis. and at St. Louis, and seven as Professor in
Newton Theological Institute, Mass. From 1873
to '80 he preached in Brooklyn and Chicago; was
cator,

was born

(Jalusha, clergyman

at Bergen, N. Y.,

,

then chosen President of the old Chicago Univerremaining eight years, when he again became a pastor at Salem, Mass., but soon after
assumed the Presidency of Denison University,
Ohio. On the organization of the new Chicago
University, he accepted the chair of Homiletics
and Pastoral Theology, which he now holds.
ANDERSON, George A., lawyer and Congressman, was born in Botetourt County, Va., March
When two years old he was brought by
11, 1853.
He rehis parents to Hancock County, HI
ceived a collegiate education, and, after studying
law at Lincoln, Neb., and at Sedalia, Mo., settled
at Quincy, 111., where he began practice in 1880.
In 1884 he was elected City Attorney on the

sity,

and re-elected in 1885 without
The following year he was the succandidate of his party for Congress, which

Democratic

ticket,

opposition.

rish. )

R. R.,

17

cessful

was

his

last

public

Died at Quincy,

service.

Jan. 31, 1896.

ANDERSON, James C, legislator, was born in
Henderson County, 111., August 1, 1845; raised on
a farm, and after receiving a common -school
education, entered

Monmouth

War to

College, but left

Twentieth
Volunteer Infantry, in which he attained
the rank of Second Lieutenant. After the war he
served ten years as Sheriff of Henderson County,
was elected Representative in the Genei'al
early in the Civil

enlist in the

Illinois

Assembly in 1888, '90, '92 and '96, and served on
the Republican "steering committee" during the
session of 1893.
He also served as Sergeant-atArms of the Senate for the session of 1895, and
was a delegate to the Republican National Convention of 1896. His home is at Decorra.
ANDERSON, Stinson H., Lieutenant-Governor, was born in Sumner County, Tenn. in 1800
came to Jefferson County, 111. in his youth, and,
at an early age, began to devote his attention to
breeding fine stock; served in the Black Hawk
War as a Lieutenant in 1832, and the same year
was elected to the lower branch of the Eighth
General Assembly, being re-elected in 1834. In
1838 he was chosen Lieutenant-Governor on the
ticket with Gov. Thomas Carlin, and soon after
the close of his term entered the United States
Army as Captain of Dragoons, in this capacity
taking part in the Seminole War in Florida.
Still later he served under President Polk as
United States Marshal for Illinois, and also held
the position of Warden of the State Penitentiary
at Alton for several years. Died, September, 1857,
William B. (Anderson), son of the preceding,
was born at Mount Vernon,. 111., April 30, 1830;
attended the common schools and later studied
surveying, being elected Surveyor of Jefferson
County, in 1851. He studied law and was admitted to the bar in 1858, but never practiced, preferring the more quiet life of a farmer. In 1856
he was elected to the lower house of the General
Assembly and re-elected in 1858. In 1861 he
entered the volunteer service as a private, was
promoted through the grades of Captain and
Lieutenant-Colonel to a Colonelcy, and, at the
close of the war, was brevetted Brigadier-General.
In 1868 he was a candidate for Presidential
Elector on the Democratic ticket, was a member
of the State Constitutional Convention of 1869-70,
,

,

—

and, in 1871, was elected to the State Senate, to
fill a vacancy. In 1874 he was elected to the Forty-

http://stores.ebay.com/Ancestry-Found
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fourth Congress on the Democratic ticket. In
1893 General Anderson was appointed by President Cleveland Pension Agent for Illinois, continuing in that position four years, when he
retired to private

ANDRUS,

life.

Rev. Reuben, clergyman and edu-

was born

County,
Fulton
County, 111., and spent three years (1844-47) as a
student at Illinois College, Jacksonville, but
graduated at McKendree College, Lebanon, in
1849 taught for a time at Greenfield, entered the
Methodist ministry, and, in 1850, founded the Illinois Wesleyan University at Bloomington, of
which he became a Professor; later re-entered
the ministry and held charges at Beardstown,
Decatur, Quincy, Springfield and Bloomington,
meanwhile for a time being President of Illinois
Conference Female College at Jacksonville, and
temporary President of Quincy College. In 1867
he was transferred to the Indiana Conference and
cator,

N. Y.,

Jan.

at Rutland,

29,

1824;

Jefferson

came

early

to

;

stationed at Evansville and Indianapolis; from
1872 to '75 was President of Indiana Asbury University

Jan.

at

Greencastle.

Died at

Indianapolis,

those of 1862 and 1869-70

Public Library; also served as President of the
State Bar Association (1894-95), and delivered
several important historical addresses before that

body. His other most important productions
are volumes on "The Constitutional History of
Illinois," "The Story of the Empire State" and
"Sanitation and Navigation." Near the close of
his last term upon the bench, he spent several
months in an extended tour through the principal countries of Europe. His death occurred,
after a protracted illness, at his home at Evanston, Feb. 24, 1898.

ANTI-NEBRASKA

17, 1887.

ANNA, a

Union County, on the Illinois
Central Railroad, 36 miles from Cairo; is center
of extensive fruit and vegetable-growing district,
and largest shipping-point for these commodities
on the Illinois Central Railroad. It has an ice
plant, pottery and lime manufactories, two banks
and two newspapers. The Southern '(111. Hoscity in

)

pital for the Insane is located here.

Population

(1890), 2,295; (1900), 2,618; (est. 1904), 3,000.

was born of New
England Quaker ancestry at Spafford, Onondaga
County, N. Y., June 10, 1827; was related on
the maternal side to the Chases and Phelps (dis-

ANTHONY,

Elliott, jurist,

tinguished lawyers) of Vermont. His early years
were spent in labor on a farm, but after a course
of preparatory study at Cortland Academy, in
1847 he entered the sophomore class in Hamilton
College at Clinton, graduating with honors in
1850.
The next year he began the study of law,
at the same time giving instruction in an Acad-

emy

at Clinton, where he had President Cleveland as one of his pupils. After admission to the
bar at Oswego, in 1851, he removed West, stopping for a time at Sterling, 111. but the following
year located in Chicago. Here he compiled "A
Digest of Illinois Reports"; in 1858 was elected
City Attorney, and, in 1863, became solicitor of
the Galena & Chicago Union Railroad (now the
Judge Anthony
Chicago & Northwestern).
served in two State Constitutional Conventions
,

—

being chairman of the
Committee on Executive Department and member of the Committee on Judiciary in the latter.
He was delegate to the National Republican Convention of 1880, and was the same year elected a
Judge of the Superior Court of Chicago, and was
re-elected in 1886, retiring in 1892, after which he
resumed the practice of his profession, being
chiefly employed as consulting counsel.
Judge
Anthony was one of the founders and incorporators of the Chicago Law Institute and a member
of the first Board of Directors of the Chicago

TION, a

political

EDITORIAL

CONVEN-

which convened

body,

at

pursuant to the suggestion
of "The Morgan Journal," then a weekly paper
published at Jacksonville, for the purpose of formulating a policy in opposition to the principles
of the Kansas-Nebraska bill. Twelve editors
were in attendance, as follows
Charles H. Ray
of "The Chicago Tribune"; V. Y. Ralston of
Decatur, Feb.

22, 1856,

:

"The Quincy Whig"; O.
Rock Island Advertiser";

Wharton

"The
"The
Peoria Republican"; George Schneider of "The
Chicago Staats Zeitung" Charles Faxon of "The
Princeton Post"; A. N. Ford of "The Lacon Gazette" B. F. Shaw of "The Dixon Telegraph" E.
C. Daugherty of "The Rockford Register" E. W.
Blaisdell of "The Rockford Gazette"; W. J.
Usrey of "The Decatur Chronicle"; and Paul
Selby of "The Jacksonville Journal. " Paul Selby
was chosen Chairman and W. J. Usrey, SecreThe convention adopted a platform and
tary.
recommended the calling of a State convention
P.

of

T. J. Pickett of

;

;

;

;

Bloomington on May 29, following, appointing
the following State Central Committee to take the
matter in charge: W. B. Ogden, Chicago; S. M.
Church, Rockford; G. D. A. Parks, Joliet; T. J.
Pickett, Peoria; E. A. Dudley, Quincy; William
H. Herndon, Springfield; R. J. Oglesby, Decatur; Joseph Gillespie, Edwardsville D. L. Philat

;

Wilkinson and
Gustavus Koerner for the State-at-large. Abra-

lips,

Jonesboro;

and

Ira

O.
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ham Lincoln was present and participated in the
consultations of the committees. All of these
served except Messrs. Ogden, Oglesby and Koerner, the two former declining on account of absence from the State. Ogden was succeeded by
the late Dr. John Evans, afterwards Territorial
Governor of Colorado, and Oglesby by Col. Isaac
(See Bloomington ConvenC. Pugh of Decatur.
tion of 1856.

APPLE RIVER, a village of Jo Daviess
County, on the Illinois Central Railroad, 21 miles
east-northeast from Galena. Population (1880),
626; (1890), 572; (1900), 576.

APPLUVGTON,
in

(Maj.) Zenas, soldier,

Broome County, N.

was born

Y., Dec. 24, 1815; in 1837

emigrated to Ogle County, 111., where he followed successively the occupations of farmer,
blacksmith, carpenter and merchant, finally
becoming the founder of the town of Polo. Here
he became wealthy, but lost much of his property
in the financial revulsion of 1857. In 1858 he
was elected to the State Senate, and, during the
session of 1859, was one of the members of that
body appointed to investigate the "canal scrip
fraud" (which see), and two years later was one of
the earnest supporters of the Government in its
preparation for the War of the Rebellion. The
latter year he assisted in organizing the Seventh
Illinois Cavalry, of which he was commissioned
Major, being some time in command at Bird's
Point, and later rendering important service to
General Pope at New Madrid and Island No. 10.
He was killed at Corinth, Miss., May 8, 1862,
while obeying an order to charge upon a band of
rebels concealed in a wood.

APPORTIONMENT, a mode

of distribution of

the counties of the State into Districts for the
election of members of the General Assembly
and of Congress, which will be treated under
separate heads:

Legislative. — The first legislative apportionment was provided for by the Constitution of
1818.
That instrument vested the Legislature
with power to divide the State as follows: To

create districts for the election of Representatives
not less than twenty-seven nor more than thirtysix in number, until the population of the State
should amount to 100,000; and to create senatorial districts, in number not less than one-third
nor more than one-half of the representative districts at the

time of organization.

The schedule appended
contained the
tors

and

first

legal

to the first Constitution

apportionment of Sena-

Representatives. The first fifteen
allowed fourteen Senators and

counties were

19

twenty-nine
Representatives.
Each county
formed a distinct legislative district for representation in the lower house, with the number of
members for each varying from one to three;
while Johnson and Franklin were combined in
one Senatorial district, the other counties being
entitled to one Senator each.
Later apportion-

ments were made in 1821, '26, '31, '36, '41 and '47.
Before an election was held under the last, however, the Constitution of 1848 went into effect,
and considerable changes were effected in this
regard. The number of Senators was fixed at
twenty-five and of Representatives at seventyfive,

until the

when

entire population

should equal

members of the House were
added and five additional members for each 500,000 increase in population until the whole num1,000,000,

five

ber of Representatives reached 100. Thereafter
the number was neither increased nor diminished, but apportioned among the several counties according to the number of white inhabitants.
Should it be found necessary, a single
district might be formed out of two or more
counties.

The Constitution of 1848 established fifty-four
Representative and twenty -five Senatorial disBy the apportionment law of 1854, the
tricts.
number of the former was increased to fifty-eight,
and, in 1861, to sixty-one. The number of Senatorial districts remained unchanged, but their
geographical limits varied under each act, while
the number of members from Representative
districts varied according to population.
The Constitution of 1870 provided for an immediate reapportionment (subsequent to its
adoption) by the Governor and Secretary of
State upon the basis of the United States Census
of 1870. Under the apportionment thus made,
as prescribed by the schedule, the State was
divided into twenty-five Senatorial districts (each
electing two Senators) and ninety-seven Representative districts, with an aggregate of 177 members varying from one to ten for the several
This arrangedistricts, according to population.
ment continued in force for only one Legislature
that chosen in 1870.
In 1872 this Legislature proceeded to reapportion the State in accordance with the principle of
"minority representation," which had been submitted as an independent section of the Constitution and adopted on a separate vote. This
provided for apportioning the State into fifty-one
districts, each being entitled to one Senator and
three Representatives. The ratio of representation in the lower house was ascertained by divid-

—
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ing the entire population by 153 and each county
allowed one Representative, provided its
population reached three-fifths of the ratio counties having a population equivalent to one and
three-fifths times the ratio were entitled to two
Representatives while each county with a larger
population was entitled to one additional Representative for each time the full ratio was repeated
to be

;

;

in the

Apportionments
of inhabitants.
this principle in 1872, '82 and '93.

number

were made on

Members

of the lower house are elected bienniSenators for four years, those in odd and
even districts being chosen at each alternate
The election of Senators for
legislative election.
the even (numbered) districts takes place at the
same time with that of Governor and other State
officers, and that for the odd districts at the interally

;

mediate periods.
Congressional.

Bureau;

Fifth

— Greene,

the

first

'

—

Randolph, Monroe, Washington, St. Clair, Clinton, Bond, Madison, Macoupin; Second— White,
Hamilton, Jefferson, Wayne, Edwards, Wabash,
Clay, Marion, Lawrence, Fayette, Montgomery,
Shelby, Vermilion, Edgar, Coles, Clark, CrawThird
ford;
Greene, Morgan,
Sangamon,
Macon, Tazewell, McLean, Cook, Henry, La
Salle, Putnam, Peoria, Knox, Jo Daviess, Mercer,
McDonough, Warren, Fulton, Hancock, Pike,
Schuyler, Adams, Calhoun.
The reapportionment following the census of
1840 was made by Act of March 1, 1843, and the
first
election of
Representatives thereunder
occurred on the first Monday of the following
August. Forty-one new counties had been created (making ninety-six in all) and the number
of districts was increased to seven as follows:
First
Alexander, Union, Jackson, Monroe,
Perry, Randolph, St. Clair, Bond, Washington,
Madison;
Second
Johnson, Pope, Hardin,
T
Williamson, Gallatin, Franklin,
hite, Wayne,
Hamilton, Wabash, Massac, Jefferson, Edwards,
Marion Third
Lawrence, Richland, Jasper,
Fayette, Crawford, Effingham, Christian, Montgomery, Shelby, Moultrie, Coles, Clark, Clay,
Edgar, Piatt, Macon, De Witt;
Fourth Lake,

—

—

—

W

—

—

Jersey, Calhoun, Pike,

Adams, Marquette (a part of Adams never fully
organized), Brown, Schuyler, Fulton Peoria,
Macoupin;
Sixth
Jo Daviess, Stephenson,
Winnebago, Carroll, Ogle, Whiteside, Henry,
Lee, Rock Island, Stark, Mercer, Henderson,
Warren, Knox, McDonough, Hancock; Seventh
Putnam, Marshall, Woodford, Cass, Tazewell,
Mason, Menard, Scott, Morgan, Logan, Sangamon.
The next Congressional apportionment (August

—

—

divided the State into nine districts, as
first election under it being held the
following November
First
Lake, McHenry,
Boone, Winnebago, Stephenson, Jo Daviess, Carroll, Ogle
Second
Cook, Du Page, Kane, De
Kalb, Lee, Whiteside, Rock Island;
Third
Will, Kendall, Grundy, Livingston, La Salle,
Putnam, Bureau, Vermilion, Iroquois, Champaign, McLean, De Witt;
Fourth
Fulton,
22, 1852)

follows

—the

—

:

—

;

— For

fourteen years
of the State's history, Illinois constituted but one
Congressional district. The census of 1830 showing sufficient population, the Legislature of 1831
(by act, approved Feb. 13) divided the State into
three districts, the first election under this law
being held on the first Monday in August, 1832.
At that time Illinois comprised fifty -five counties, which were apportioned among the districts
Gallatin, Pope, Johnson,
as follows: First
Alexander, Union, Jackson, Franklin, Perry,

;

McHenry, Boone, Cook, Kane, De Kalb, Du Page,
Salle,
Kendall, Will, Grundy, La
Iroquois,
Livingston, Champaign, Vermilion, McLean,

—

—

Knox, Henry, Stark, Warren, Mercer,
Marshall, Mason, Woodford, Tazewell;
Fifth
Adams, Calhoun, Brown, Schuyler, Pike, McDonough, Hancock, Henderson; Sixth Morgan,
Scott, Sangamon, Greene, Macoupin, Montgomery, Shelby, Christian, Cass, Menard, Jersey;
Seventh Logan, Macon, Piatt, Coles, Edgar,
Moultrie, Cumberland, Crawford, Clark, Effingham, Jasper, Clay, Lawrence, Richland, Fayette
Randolph, Monroe, St. Clair, Bond,
Eighth
Madison, Clinton, Washington, Jefferson, Marion; Ninth Alexander, Pulaski, Massac, Union,
Peoria,

—

—

—

—

—

Johnson, Pope, Hardin, Gallatin, Saline, JackFranklin, Williamson, Hamilton,
son, Perry,

Edwards, White, Wayne, Wabash.

The census of 1860 showed that

Illinois

was

entitled to fourteen Representatives, but through

an error the apportionment law of April

24, 1861,

This was comcreated only thirteen districts.
pensated for by providing for the election of one

Congressman for the State -at- large. The districts
were as follows: First Cook, Lake; Second
McHenry, Boone, Winnebago, De Kalb, and
Kane; Third Jo Daviess, Stephenson, WhiteFourth Adams, Hanside, Carroll, Ogle, Lee;
cock, Warren, Mercer, Henderson, Rock Island;
Fifth— Peoria, Knox, Stark, Marshall, Putnam,
Bureau, Henry; Sixth La Salle, Grundy, Kendall,
Du Page, Will, Kankakee; Seventh
Macon, Piatt, Champaign, Douglas, Moultrie,
Cumberland, Vermilion, Coles, Edgar, Iroquois,
Ford; Eighth Sangamon, Logan, De Witt, McLean, Tazewell, Woodford, Livingston; Ninth

—

—

—

—

—

—
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Schuyler,

Brown

Tenth

;

— Bond,

—

McDonough,

Fulton, Mason, Menard, Cass, Pike,

Lee, Whiteside, Henry, Bureau, PutSeventh
Eighth La Salle, Kendall, Grundy, Du
Kankakee, Iroquois,
Ninth
Page, and Will
Ford, Livingston, Woodford, Marshall; Tenth
Eleventh Rock
Peoria, Knox, Stark, Fulton
Island, Mercer, Henderson, Warren, Hancock,'
McDonough, Schuyler; Twelfth Cass, Brown.

houn, Macoupin, Scott, Jersey, Greene, Christian,
Marion, FayMontgomery, Shelby; Eleventh
ette, Richland, Jasper, Cl;iy, Clark, Crawford,
Lawrence,
Hamilton,
Effingham,
Franklin,
Wayne, Jefferson; Twelfth St. Clair, Madison,
Randolph;
Monroe,
Washington,
Clinton,
Thirteenth Alexander, Pulaski, Union, Perry,
Johnson, Williamson, Jackson, Massac, Pope,
Edwards,
Hardin, Gallatin, Saline, White,

—

Adams, Pike,

Greene, Calhoun, Jersey
Thirteenth
Tazewell, Mason, Menard, SangaMcLean,
mon, Morgan, Christian Fourteenth
De Witt, Piatt, Macon, Logan; Fifteenth
Coles, Edgar, Douglas, Vermilion, Champaign;
Sixteenth
Cumberland, Clark, Jasper, Clay,.
Crawford, Richland, Law-rence, Wayne, Edwards,

Wabash Seventeenth — Macoupin, Montgomery,
;

Effingham, Fayette; EightMadison, St. Clair, Monroe, Washington; Nineteenth
Marion, Clinton Jefferson,
Saline, Franklin, Hamilton, White, Gallatin, Hardin
Twentieth
Perry, Randolph, Jackson,
Union, Williamson, Johnson, Alexander, Pope,
Pulaski, Massac.
The census of 1890 showed the State to be entitMoultrie, Shelby,

eenth

—

Fifteenth (inclusive) in Chicago; Third Wards
Sixteenth to Twentieth in Chicago, the remainder
of Cook County, and Lake County; Fourth
Kane, De Kalb, McHenry, Boone, and Winnebago; Fifth Jo Daviess, Stephenson, Carroll,
Henry, Rock Island,
Ogle, Whiteside; Sixth
Putnam, Bureau, Lee; Seventh La Salle, KenKankakee, Iroquois,
dall, Grundy, Will; Eighth
Ford, Marshall, Livingston, Woodford; Ninth
Stark, Peoria, Knox, Fulton; Tenth- Mercer,

—

led

—

—

—

—

—

—

Hancock, McDonough, Adams, Brown,
Schuyler
Sixteenth
Cass,
Morgan, Scott,
Pike,
Macoupin, Calhoun,
Greene,
Jersey;
Seventeenth Menard, Logan, Sangamon, Macon,
Christian
Eighteenth Madison, Montgomery,
Bond, Fayette, Shelby, Moultrie; Nineteenth
Coles, Edgar, Clark, Cumberland, Effingham.
Jasper, Crawford, Richland, Lawrence; TwentiClay, Jefferson, Wayne, Hamilton, Edeth
wards, Wabash, Franklin, White,
Gallatin,
Hardin; Twenty-first Marion, Clinton, Washington, St. Clair. Monroe, Randolph, Perry;
Twenty-second
Jackson, Union, Alexander,
ren,

—

;

—

—

;

:

—

—

—

;

—

—

—

;

—

;

The existing twenty-two Conare as follows: The first
comprise the counties of Cook and

districts

;

;

—

reap-

seven districts
Lake, the latter lying wholly in the Seventh district
Eighth
McHenry, De Kalb, Kane, Du
Page, Kendall, Grundy Ninth
Boone, Winnebago, Stephenson, Jo Daviess, Carroll, Ogle, Lee;
Tenth Whiteside, Rock Island, Mercer, Henry,
Stark,
Knox
Eleventh
Bureau, La Salle,
Livingston, Woodford; Twelfth Will, Kankakee, Iroquois, Vermilion; Thirteenth Ford, McLean, DeWitt, Piatt, Champaign, Douglas; FourPutnam, Marshall, Peoria, Fulton,
teenth
Tazewell, Mason; Fifteenth Henderson, War-

;

—

No

twenty-two Representatives.

to

gressional

—

—

—

elected in 1892.

—

;

—

portionment, however, was made until June,
1893, two members from the State-at-large being

—

;

— Bond,

;

—

—

—

—

—

;

—

;

Wabash.
The next reapportionment was made July 1,
1872.
The Act created nineteen districts, as follows: First The first seven wards in Chicago
and thirteen towns in Cook County, with the
county of Du Page; Second Wards Eighth to

—

Scott,

—

—

McDonough, Hancock,
Henderson, Warren,
Adams, Brown, Calhoun,
Schuyler; Eleventh
Greene, Pike, Jersey; Twelfth Scott, Morgan,
Menard, Sangamon, Cass, Christian Thirteenth
Mason, Tazewell, McLean, Logan, De Witt Fourteenth Macon, Piatt, Champaign, Douglas, Coles,
Vermilion; Fifteenth Edgar, Clark, Cumberland, Shelby, Moultrie, Effingham, Lawrence,
Montgomery,
Sixteenth
Jasper, Crawford
Fayette, Washington, Bond, Clinton, Marion,
Macoupin, Madison, St.
Clay; Seventeenth
Eighteenth
Randolph, Perry,
Clair, Monroe
Jackson, Union, Johnson, Williamson, AlexNineteenth
Pulaski;
ander, Pope, Massac,
Richland, Wayne, Edwards, White, Wabash,
Saline, Gallatin, Hardin, Jefferson, Franklin,
Hamilton.
In 1882 (by Act of April 29) the number of districts was increased to twenty, and the boundFirst—Wards First
aries determined as follows
to Fourth (inclusive) in Chicago and thirteen
towns in Cook County Second Wards 5th to
7th and part of 8th in Chicago; Third Wards
9th to 14th and part of 8th in Chicago Fourth
The remainder of the City of Chicago and of
the county of Cook; Fifth
Lake, McHenry,
Boone, Kane, and De Kalb; Sixth Winnebago,
Stephenson, Jo Daviess, Ogle, and Carroll;

—

;

—

—

—

;

—

—

—

nam;

Morgan, Cal-

—
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—

.

—

—

Williamson,

Pulaski,

Johnson,

Massac.

(See also Representatives in Congress.)

Saline,

Pope,
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ARCHER,

William B., pioneer, was born in
Ohio, in 1792, and taken to Kentucky at an early day, where he remained until
1817, when his family removed to Illinois, finally
settling in what is now Clark County.
Although
pursuing the avocation of a farmer, he became
one of the most prominent and influential men in

Warren County,

that part of the State. On the organization of
Clark County in 1819, he was appointed the first
County and Circuit Clerk, resigning the former
office in 1820 and the latter in 1822.
In 1824 he

was

elected to the lower branch of the General

and two years later to the State
Senate, serving continuously in the latter eight
Assembly,

He was thus a Senator on the breaking
out of the Black Hawk War (1832), in which he
served as a Captain of militia. In 1834 he was an
unsuccessful candidate for Lieutenant-Governor;
was appointed by Governor Duncan, in 1835, a
member of the first Board of Commissioners of
the Illinois & Michigan Canal; in 1838 was
returned a second time to the House of Representatives and re-elected in 1840 and '46 to the
same body. Two years later (1848) he was again
elected Circuit Clerk, remaining until 1852, and
in 1854 was an Anti-Nebraska Whig candidate
for Congress in opposition to James C. Allen.
Although Allen received the certificate of election, Archer contested his right to the seat, with
the result that Congress declared the seat vacant
and referred the question back to the people. In
a new election held in August, 1856, Archer was
defeated and Allen elected. He held no public
office of importance after this date, but in 1856
was a delegate to the first Republican National
Convention at Philadelphia, and in that body was
an enthusiastic supporter of Abraham Lincoln,
whose zealous friend and admirer he was, for the
He was also one of the
office of Vice-President.
active promoters of various railroad enterprises
in that section of the State, especially the old
Chicago & Vincennes Road, the first projected
southward from the City of Chicago. His connection with the Illinois & Michigan Canal was
the means of giving his name to Archer Avenue,
a somewhat famous thoroughfare in Chicago
He was of tall stature and great energy of charyears.

with a tendency to enthusiasm that communicated itself to others. A local history has
said of him that "he did more for Clark County
than any man in his clay or since," although "no

acter,

was ever
given him for his services." Colonel Archer was
one of the founders of Marshall, the county-seat
of Clark County, Governor Duncan being associconsideration, pecuniary or otherwise,

ated with him in the ownership of the land on
which the town was laid out. His death occurred in Clark County, August 9, 1870, at the
.

age of 78 years.

ARCOL A, incorporated city in

Douglas County,

158 miles south of Chicago, at junction of Illinois

Central and Terre Haute branch Vandalia Railroad is center of largest broom-corn producing
region in the world; has city waterworks, with
efficient volunteer fire department, electric lights,
telephone system, grain elevators and broomcorn warehouses, two banks, three newspapers,
nine churches, library building and excellent free
school system.
Pop. (1890), 1,733; (1900), 1,995.
ARENZ, Francis A., pioneer, was born ab
Blankenberg, in the Province of the Rhein,
Prussia, Oct. 31, 1800; obtained a good education
and, while a young man, engaged in mercantile
business in his native country. In 1827 he came
to the United States and, after spending two
years in Kentucky, in 1829 went to Galena, where
he was engaged for a short time in the lead
trade.
He took an early opportunity to become
naturalized, and coming to Beardstown a few
;

months

went into merchandising and real
became a contractor for furnishing

later,

estate; also

supplies to the State troops during the Black

Hawk

War, Beardstown being at the time a rendezvous
and shipping point. In 1834 he began the publication of "The Beardstown Chronicle and Illinois
Bounty Land Register, and was the projector of
the Beardstown & Sangamon Canal, extending
from the Illinois River at Beardstown to Miller's
Ferry on the Sangamon, for which he secured a
special charter from the Legislature in 1836. He
had a survey of the line made, but the hard times
prevented the beginning of the work and it was
finally abandoned.
Retiring from the mercantile
business in 1835, he located on a farm six miles
southeast of Beardstown, but in 1839 removed to
a tract of land near the Morgan County line
which he had bought in 1833, and on which the
'

'

present village of Arenzville now stands. This
became the center of a thrifty agricultural community composed largely of Germans, among

whom he exercised a large influence. Resuming
the mercantile business here, he continued it
until about 1853, when he sold out a considerable
part of his possessions. An ardent Whig, he was
elected as such to the lower branch of the Fourteenth General Assembly (1844) from Morgan
County, and during the following session succeeded in securing the passage of an act by which
a strip of territory three miles wide in the northern part of Morgan County, including the village
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and which had been in dispute,
was transferred by vote of the citizens to Cass
County. In 1852 Mr. Arenz visited his native
land, by appointment of President Fillmore, 'as
of Arenzville,

bearer of dispatches to the American legations at
Berlin and Vienna. He was one of the founders
of the Illinois State Agricultural Society of 1853,
and served as the Vice-President for his district
until his death, and was also the founder and
President of the Cass County Agricultural SociDied, April 2, 1856.
ety.

ARLINGTON, a village of Bureau County, on
the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad, 92
miles west of Chicago. Population (1880), 447;
(1890), 436; (1900), 400.

ARLINGTON HEIGHTS
village of

(formerly Dunton), a
& North-

Cook County, on the Chicago

western Railway, 22 miles northwest of Chicago
is in a dairying district and has several cheese
factories, besides a sewing machine factory,
hotels and churches, a graded school, a bank and
one newspaper. Population (1880), 995; (1890),
1,424; (1900), 1,380.

ARMOUR, Philip Danforth, packer, Board of
Trade operator and capitalist, was born at Stockbridge, Madison County, N. Y., May 16, 1832.
After receiving the benefits of such education as
the village academy afforded, in 1852 he set out
across the Plains to California, where he remained four years, achieving only moderate success as a miner. Returning east in 1856, he soon
after embarked in the commission business in
Milwaukee, continuing until 1863, when he
formed a partnership with Mr. John Plankinton
Later, in conjuncin the meat-packing business.
tion with his brothers H. O. Armour having
already built up an extensive grain commission
trade in Chicago he organized the extensive
packing and commission firm of Armour &
Co., with branches in New York, Kansas City
and Chicago, their headquarters being removed
to the latter place from Milwaukee in 1875.
Mr. Armour is a most industrious and methodical business man, giving as many hours
to the superintendence of business details as the
most industrious day-laborer, the result being
seen in the creation of one of the most extensive
and prosperous firms in the country.
Mr.
Armour's practical benevolence has been demonstrated in a munificent manner by his establishment and endowment of the Armour Institute

—

—

manual training school) in Chicago, at a cost
an offshoot of the Armour
Mission founded on the bequest of his deceased
brother, Joseph F. Armour.
Died Jan. 6, 1901.
(a

of over §2,250,000, as

ARMSTRONG, John

Strawn, pioneer, born

23
in

Somerset County, Pa., May 29, 1810, the oldest of
a family of nine sons was taken by his parents
in 1811 to Licking County, Ohio, where he spent
His father was a
his childhood and early youth.
native of Ireland and his mother a sister of Jacob
Strawn, afterwards a wealthy stock-grower and
dealer in Morgan County. In 1829, John S. came
to Tazewell County, 111., but two years later
joined the rest of his family in Putnam (now
Marshall) County, all finally removing to La
Salle County, where they were among the earliHere he settled on a farm in 1834,
est settlers.
where he continued to reside over fifty years,
when he located in the village of Sheridan, but
early in 1897 went to reside with a daughter in
Ottawa. He was a soldier in the Black Hawk
War, has been a prominent and influential farmer, and, in the later years of his life, has been
a leader in "Granger" politics, being Master of his
local "Grange," and also serving as Treasurer of
the State Grange. George Washington (Armstrong), brother of the preceding, was born upon
the farm of his parents, Joseph and Elsie (Strawn)
Armstrong, in Licking County, Ohio, Dec. 9,
1812; learned the trade of a weaver with his
father (who was a woolen manufacturer), and at
the age of 18 was in charge of the factory.
Early in 1831 he came with his mother's family
to Illinois, locating a few months later in La
In 1832 he served with his older
Salle County.
brother as a soldier in the Black Hawk War, was
identified with the early steps for the construction of the Illinois & Michigan Canal, finally be;

—

coming a contractor upon the section at Utica,
where he resided several years. He then returned
to the farm near the present village of Seneca,
where he had located in 1833, and where (with
the exception of his residence at Utica) he has
In
resided continuously over sixty-five years.
1844 Mr. Armstrong was .elected to the lower'
branch of the Fourteenth General Assembly,
also served in the Constitutional Convention of
1847 and, in 1858, was the unsuccessful Democratic
candidate for Congress in opposition to Owen
Lovejoy. Re-entering the Legislature in 1860 as
Representative from La Salle County, he served
in that body by successive re-elections until 1868,
proving one of its ablest and most influential
members, as well as an accomplished parliamentarian.
Mr. Armstrong was one of the original
promoters of the Kankakee & Seneca Rnilroad.
William E. (Armstrong), third brother of this
family, was born in Licking County, Ohio, Oct.
25, 1814; came to Illinois with the rest of the

24
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family in 1831, and resided in La Salle County
until 1841, meanwhile serving two or three terms
as Sheriff of the county. The latter year he was
appointed one of the Commissioners to locate the
county-seat of the newly-organized county of
Grundy, finally becoming one of the founders and
the first permanent settler of the town of Grundy
later called Morris, in honor of Hon. I. N. Morris, of Quincy, 111, at that time one of the Commissioners of the Illinois & Michigan Canal.
Here Mr. Armstrong was again elected to the
office of Sheriff, serving several terms.
So extensive was his influence in Grundy County, that
he was popularly known as "The Emperor of
Grundy." Died, Nov. 1, 1850.— Joel W. (Armstrong), a fourth brother, was born in Licking
County, Ohio, Jan. 6, 1817; emigrated in boyhood
served one term as
to La Salle County, 111.
County Recorder, was member of the Board of
Supervisors for a number of years and the first
Postmaster of his town. Died, Dec. 3, 1871.
Perry A. (Armstrong), the seventh brother of
this historic family, was born near Newark, Licking County, Ohio, April 15, 1823, and came to La
Salle County, 111., in 1831. His opportunities for
acquiring an education in a new country were
limited, but between work on the farm and service as a clerk of his brother George, aided by a
short term in an academy and as a teacher in
Kendall County, he managed to prepare himself
for college, entering Illinois College at Jacksonville in 1843.
Owing to failure of health, he was
compelled to abandon his plan of obtaining a collegiate education and returned home at the end
of his Freshman year, but continued his studies,
meanwhile teaching district schools in the winter
and working on his mother's farm during the
crop season, until 1845, when he located in Morris, Grundy County, opened a general store and
was appointed Postmaster. He has been in public position of some sort ever since he reached his
majority, including the offices of School Trustee,
Postmaster, Justice of the Peace, Supervisor,
County Clerk (two terms), Delegate to the Constitutional Convention of 1862, and two terms as
Representative in the General Assembly (1862-64
and 1872-74). During his last session in the General Assembly he took a conspicuous part in the
revision of the statutes under the Constitution of
1870, framing some of the most important laws
on the statute book, while participating in the
preparation of others. At an earlier date it fell
xo his lot to draw up the original charters of the
Chicago & Rock Island, the Illinois Central, and
the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroads. He

—

;

has

also

Masonic

been prominent in Odd Fellow and
having been Grand Master of the

circles,

named

order in the State and being the oldMason in Illinois was admitted to
the State bar in 1864 and to that of the Supreme
Court of the United States in 1868>, and has been
Master in Chancery for over twenty consecutive
years.
Mr. Armstrong has also found time to do
some literary work, as shown by his history of
"The Sauks and Black Hawk War," and a number of poems. He takes much pleasure in relating reminiscences of pioneer life in Illinois, one
of which is the story of his first trip from
Ottawa to Chicago, in December, 1831, when he
accompanied his oldest brother (William E.
Armstrong) to Chicago with a sled and oxteam for salt to cure their mast- fed pork, the
trip requiring ten days.
His recollection is, that
there were but three white families in Chicago
at that time, but a large number of Indians
mixed with half-breeds of French and Indian
first

est 32d degree

;

origin.

ARNOLD, Isaac N., lawyer and Congressman,
was born near Cooperstown, N. Y., Nov. 30, 1813,
being descended from one of the companions of
Roger Williams. Thrown upon his own resources
at an early age, he was largely "self-made."'
He read law at Cooperstown, and was admitted
to the bar in 1835. The next year he removed to
Chicago, was elected the first City Clerk in 1837,
but resigned before the close of the year and was
admitted to the bar of

Illinois in 1841.

He

soon

established a reputation as a lawyer, and served
for three terms (the Thirteenth, Fourteenth and

Twentieth) in the lower house of the LegislaIn 1844 he was a Presidential Elector on
ture.
the Polk ticket, but the repeal of the Missouri
Compromise, with the legislation regarding Kansas and Nebraska, logically forced him, as a freesoiler, into the ranks of the RejJublican party, by
which he was sent to Congress from 1861 to 1865.
While in Congress he prepared and delivered an
exhaustive argument in support of the right of
confiscation by the General Government. After
the expiration of his last Congressional term, Mr.
Arnold returned to Chicago, where he resided
until his death, April 24, 1884.

He was

of schol-

and an author of
Among his best known works are his
repute.
"Life of Abraham Lincoln" and his "Life of

arly instincts, fond of literature

Benedict Arnold."
ARRINGTON, Alfred W., clergyman, lawyer
and author, was born in Iredell County, N. C,
September, 1810, being the son of a Whig member of Congress from that State. In 1829 he was
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received on trial as a Methodist preacher and
became a circuit-rider in Indiana during 1832-33
served as an itinerant in Missouri, gaining much
In 1834 he began the
celebrity by his eloquence.
study of law, and having been admitted to the
bar, practiced for several years in Arkansas,
where he was sent to the Legislature, and, in 1844,
was the Whig candidate for Presidential Elector.
Later he removed to Texas, where he served
as Judge for six years. In 1856 he removed to
Madison, Wis. but a year later came to Chicago,
where he attained distinction as a lawyer, dying
;

,

in that city Dec.

31, 1867.

He was an accom-

plished scholar and gifted writer, having written

much for "The Democratic Review" and "The
Southern Literary Messenger, over the signature
of "Charles Summerfield, " and was author of an
"Apostrophe to Water," which he put in the
mouth of an itinerant Methodist preacher, and
which John B. Gough was accustomed to quote
with great effect. A volume of his poems with a
memoir was published in Chicago in 1869.
ARR0W8MITH, a village of McLean County,
on the Lake Erie & Western Railway, 20 miles
east of Bloomington; is in an agricultural and
stock region has one newspaper.
Population
'

'

;

(1890;, 420; (1900), 317.

ARTHUR,

village in

Moultrie

Douglas

and

Counties, at junction of Chicago & Eastern Illinois and Terre Haute & Peoria Division Vandalia

1810;

came

25

making the

to Illinois in 1834,

thereby obtaining the title of "Captain,"
by which he was widely known among his
friends.
Later he served for several years as
Registrar in Bankruptcy at Quincy, which was

trict,

Originally a Kentucky
Whig, Captain Asbury was one of the founders
of the Republican party in Illinois, acting in cooperation with Abram Jonas, Archibald Williams,
Nehemiah Bushnell, O. H. Browning and others
of his immediate neighbors, and with Abraham
Lincoln, with whom he was a frequent correspondent at that period. Messrs. Nicolay and
Hay, in their Life of Lincoln, award him the
credit of having suggested one of the famous
questions projxmnded by Lincoln to Douglas
which gave the latter so much trouble during
the memorable debates of 1858. In 1886 Captain
Asbury removed to Chicago, where he continued
his last official position.

Line; is center of broom-corn belt; has two
banks, a weekly newspaper. Population (1900),

to reside until his death, Nov. 19, 1896.

858;

intersection of the Chicago

(est. 1904), 1,000.

ASAY, Edward
delphia, Sept.

17,

(*.,

lawyer, was born in Phila-

1825;

was educated

in private

schools and entered the ministry of the Methodist
Episcopal Church; later spent sometime in the
South, but in 1853 retired from the ministry and

began the study of law, meantime devoting a part
of his time to mercantile business in New York
City.
He was admitted to the bar in 1856, removing the same year to Chicago, where he built up
a lucrative practice. He was a brilliant speaker
and became eminent, especially as a criminal
lawyer. Politically he was a zealous Democrat

and was the chief attorney of Buckner S. Morris
and others during their trial for conspiracy in
connection with the Camp Douglas affair of November, 1864. During 1871-72 he made an extended trip to Europe, occupying some eighteen
months, making a second visit in 1882. His later
years were spent chiefly on a farm in Ogle
County. Died in Chicago, Nov. 24, 1898.
ASBURY, Henry, lawyer, was born in Harrison (now Robertson) County, Ky., August 10,

f///

ASHLAND,

a town in

Cass

&

County, at the
Alton and the

Baltimore & Ohio South-Western Railroad, 21
miles west-northwest of Springfield and 200
miles southwest of Chicago. It is in the midst of
a rich agricultural region, and is an important
shipping point for grain and stock. It has a
bank, three churches and a weekly newspaper.
Coal is mined in the vicinity. Population (1880),
609; (1890), 1,045; (1900), 1,201.

ASHLEY,

a city of Washington County, at

and Louisville

intersection of Illinois Central

&

Nashville Railways, 62 miles east by southeast of
St. Louis; is in an agricultural and fruit growing
region has some manufactures, electric light
;

plant and excellent granitoid sidewalks.

Popu-

lation (1890), 1,035; (1900), 953.

ASHMORE, a village of Coles County, on the
Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis Railway, 9 miles east of Charleston has a newspaper
and considerable local trade. Population (1890),
;

446, (1900), 487; (1903), 520.
ASHTON, a village of Lee County, on the Chi-

cago

&

North-Western Railroad, 84 miles west of

LliJSA'RY
»tj»

jour-

ney on horseback and finally locating in Quincy,
where he soon after began the study of law with
the Hon. O. H. Browming; was admitted to the
bar in 1837, being for a time the partner of Col.
Edward D. Baker, afterwards United States
Senator from Oregon and finally killed at Ball's
Bluff in 1862. In 1849 Mr. Asbury was appointed
by President Taylor Register of the Quincy Land
Office, and, in 1864-65, served by appointment of
President Lincoln (who was his close personal
friend) as Provost-Marshal of the Quincy dis-

St. Francis

JOLIET, ILL
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Chicago

;

has one newspaper.

Population

(1880),

646; (1890), 680; (1900^, 776.

ASPINWALL, Homer
tor,

was born

F., farmer

in Stephenson County,

and
111.,

legisla-

Nov.

15,

educated in the Freeport high school, and,
in early life, spent two years in a wholesale
notion store, later resuming the occupation of a
farmer. After holding various local offices, including that of member of the Board of Supervisors of Stephenson County, in 1892 Mr. Aspinwall
was elected to the State Senate and re-elected in
1896.
Soon after the beginning of the SpanishAmerican War in 1898, he was appointed by
Assistant
President McKinley Captain and
Quartermaster in the Volunteer Army, but
before being assigned to duty accepted the Lieutenant-Colonelcy of the Twelfth Illinois Provisional Regiment. When it became evident that
the regiment would not be called into the service,
he was assigned to the command of the "Manitoba," a large transport steamer, which carried
some 12,000 soldiers to Cuba and Porto Rico without a single accident. In view of the approaching session of the Forty -first General Assembly,
it being apparent that the war was over, Mr.
Aspinwall applied for a discharge, which was
refused, a 20-days' leave of absence being granted
instead.
A discharge was finally granted about
the middle of February, when he resumed his
Mr. Aspinwall owns and
seat in the Senate.
operates a large farm near Freeport.
ASSUMPTION, a town in Christian County, on
the Illinois Central Railroad, 23 miles soutli by
west from Decatur and 9 miles north of Pana.
It is situated in a rich agricultural and coal mining district, and has two banks, five churches, a
public school, two weekly papers and coal mines.
Population (1880), 706; (1890), 1,076; (1900), 1,702.
ASTORIA, town in Fulton County, on Rock
Island & St. Louis Division C. B. & Q. R. R.
has city waterworks, electric light plant, telephone exchange, three large grain elevators,
pressed brick works; six churches, two banks,
two weekly papers, city hall and park, and good
schools; is in a coal region; business portion is
1846,

,

built of brick.

;

Pop. (1890), 1,357; (1900), 1,684.

ATCHISON, TOPEKA & SANTA FE RAILWAY COMPANY. This Company operates three
•subsidiary lines in Illinois

Fe
Fe

&

— the

Chicago, Santa

Topeka and Santa
and the Mississippi River Railroad & Toll Bridge, which are operated as a
through line between Chicago and Kansas City,
with a branch from Ancona to Pekin, 111., having an aggregate operated mileage of 515 miles, of
California, the Atchison,

in Chicago,

which 295 are in Illinois. The total earnings and
income for the year ending June 30, 1895, were
§1,298,600, while the operating expenses and fixed
charges amounted to §2,360,706. The accumulated deficit on the whole line amounted, June 30,
1894, to more than §4,500,000.
The total capitalization of the whole line in 1895 was §52,775,251.
The parent road was chartered in 1859 under the
name of the Atchison & Topeka Railroad but in
1863 was changed to the Atchison, Topeka &
Santa Fe Railroad. The construction of the main
line was begun in 1859 and completed in 1873.
The largest number of miles operated was in
1893, being 7,481.65.
January 1, 1896, the road
was reorganized under the name of The Atchison,
Topeka & Santa Fe Railway Company (its present
name), which succeeded by purchase under foreclosure (Dec. 10, 1895) to the property and franchises of the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe
Railroad Company. Its mileage, in 1895, was
6,481.65 miles. The executive and general officers
,

;

of the system (1898) are:

Aldace

Walker, Chairman of the Board,

F.

New York;

E. P. Ripley, President, Chicago; C.

M. Higginson, Ass't to the President, Chicago;
E. D. Kenna, 1st Vice-President and General
Solicitor, Chicago; Paul Morton, 2d Vice-President, Chicago; E. Wilder, Secretary and Treas-

Topeka

urer,

;

L. C.

Deming, Assistant Secretary,

New York H. W. Gardner, Assistant Treasurer,
New York; Victor Morawetz, General Counsel,
New York; Jno. P. Whitehead, Comptroller,
New Y'ork; H. C. Whitehead, General Auditor,
;

Chicago W. B. Biddle, Freight Traffic Manager,
Chicago; J. J. Frey, General Manager, Topeka;
H. W. Mudge, General Superintendent, Topeka;
W. A. Bissell, Assistant Freight Traffic Manager,
Chicago; W.
F.
White,
Passenger Traffic
Manager, Chicago; Geo. T. Nicholson, Assistant
Passenger Traffic Manager, Chicago; W. E.
Hodges, General Purchasing Agent, Chicago;
James A. Davis, Industrial Commissioner, Chicago James Dun, Chief Engineer, Topeka, Kan.
John Player, Superintendent of Machinery,
Topeka, Kan. C. W. Kouns, Superintendent Car
Service, Topeka, Kan.
J. S. Hobson, Signal
Engineer, Topeka; C. G. Sholes, Superintendent
of Telegraph, Topeka, Kan. C. W. Ryus, General
Claim Agent, Topeka F. C. Gay, General Freight
Agent, Topeka; C. R. Hudson, Assistant General
Freight Agent, Topeka; W. J. Black, General
Passenger Agent, Chicago; P. Walsh, General
Baggage Agent, Chicago.
ATHENS, an incorporated city and coalmining
town in Menard County, on the Chicago, Peoria
;

;

;

;

;

;
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St.

field.

Louis R. R., north by northwest of SpringIt is also the center of a prosperous agri-

cultural

and stock-raising

numbers

of cattle are shipped there for the Chi-

cago market.

and large

district,

The place has an
two machine

plant, brickyards,

electric lighting

shops,

two grain

one newspaper, and good
one of the oldest towns in

elevators, five churches,

Athens

schools.

Central

is

Illinois.

ATKINS, Smith

Pop. (1890), 944; (1900), 1,535.
D., soldier

born near Elmira, N. Y. June
,

and
9,

was
came with

journalist,

1836

;

and lived on a farm
was educated at Rock River Seminary,
Mount Morris, meanwhile learning the printer's
trade, and afterwards established "The Savanna
his father to Illinois in 1846,
till

1850

;

Register" in Carroll County. In 1854 he began
the study of law, and in 1860, while practicing at
Freeport, was elected Prosecuting Attorney, but
resigned in 1861, being the first man to enlist as a
private soldier in Stephenson County. He served
as a Captain of the Eleventh Illinois Volunteers
(three-months' men), re-enlisted with the same
rank for three years and took part in the capture

and the battle of Shiloh, serving at the latter on the staff of General Hurlbut.
Forced to retire temporarily on account of his
health, he next engaged in raising volunteers in
of Fort Donelson

Northern

Illinois,

was

finally

commissioned Col-

onel of the Ninety-second Illinois, and, in June,
1863, was assigned to command of a brigade in
the Army of Kentucky, later serving in the Army
of the Cumberland. On the organization of Sherman's great "March to the Sea," he efficiently
cooperated in it, was brevetted Brigadier-General
for gallantry at Savannah, and at the close of the
war, by special order of President Lincoln, was
brevetted Major -General. Since the war, General Atkins' chief occupation has been that of
editor of "The Freeport Journal," though, for
nearly twenty-four years, he served as Postmaster of that city. He took a prominent part
in the erection of the Stephenson County Soldiers' Monument at Freeport, has been President
of the Freeport Public Library since its organization, member of the Board of Education, and since
1895, by appointment of the Governor of Illinois,
one of the Illinois Commissioners of the Chickamauga and Chattanooga Military Park.
ATKINSON, village of Henry County, on the
Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railway, 39 miles
east of Rock Island; has an electric light plant, a
bank and a newspaper. Pop. (1890), 534; (1900), 763.
ATLANTA, a city of Logan County, on the
Chicago & Alton Railroad, 20 miles southwest of
Bloomington. It stands on a high, fertile prairie
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and the surrounding region

is

rich in coal, as

well as a productive agricultural and stock-raising district. It has a water-works system, electric light plant, five churches, a graded school, a
weekly paper, two banks, a flouring mill, and is
the headquarters of the Union Agricultural So-

Population (1900) 1 ,270.
a hamlet in the southwestern part of
Pike County, 10 miles southwest of Pittsfield and
three miles from Rockport, the nearest station on
the Quincy & Louisiana Division of the Chicago,
Burlington & Quincy Railroad. Atlas has an in-

ciety established in 1860.

ATLAS,

teresting history.

It

was

settled

by

Col.

William

Ross and four brothers, who came here from
Pittsfield, Mass., in the latter part of 1819, or
early in 1820, making there the first settlement
within the present limits of Pike County. The
town was laid out by the Rosses in 1823, and the
next year the county-seat was removed thither
from Coles Grove now in Calhoun County but
which had been the first county-seat of Pike
County, when it comprised all the territory lying
north and west of the Illinois River to the Mississippi River and the Wisconsin State line.
Atlas remained the county-seat until 1833, when
the seat of justice was removed to Pittsfield.
During a part of that time it was one of the
most important points in the western part of the
State, and was, for a time, a rival, of Quincy.
It now has only a postoffice and general store.
The population, according to the census of 1890,

—

was

—

52.

ATTORNEYS-GENERAL. The
list

following

is

a

of the Attorneys-General of Illinois under the

and State Governments, down to the
present time (1899), with the date and duration -of
the term of each incumbent
Territorial Benjamin H. Doyle, July to DeTerritorial

—

cember,
April,

1809;

1810;

October, 1810;

John

J.

Thomas

Dec. 30 to
Crittenden, April to

Crittenden,
T.

Benj. M. Piatt, October, 1810-13;

William Mears, 1813-18.
State Daniel Pope Cook, March 5 to Dec. 14,
1819; William Mears, 1819-21; Samuel D. Lockwood, 1821-23; James Turney, 1823-29; George
Forquer, 1829-33; James Semple, 1833 34; Ninian
W. Edwards, 1834-35; Jesse B. Thomas, Jr.,
1835-36; Walter B. Scates, 1836-37; Usher F.
Linder, 1837-38; George W. Olney, 1838-39; Wickliffe Kitchell, 1839-40; Josiah Lamborn, 1840-43;
James Allen McDougal, 1843-46; David B. Camp-

—

bell, 1846-48.

The Constitution of 1848 made no provision for
the continuance of the office, and for nineteen
years it remained vacant. It was re-created,
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however, by legislative enactment in 1867, and
on Feb. 28 of that year Governor Oglesby
appointed Robert G. Ingersoll, of Peoria, to discharge the duties of the position, which he continued to do until 1869. Subsequent incumbents
of the office have been: Washington Bushnell,
1869-73; James K. Edsall, 1873-81; James McCartney, 1881-85 George Hunt, 1885-93 M. T. Moloney,
1893-97; Edward C. Akin, 1897
Under the
first Constitution (1818) the office of AttorneyGeneral was filled by appointment by the Legislature; under the Constitution of 1848, as already
stated, it ceased to exist until created by act of
;

;

—

.

the Legislature of 1867, but, in 1870, it was made
a constitutional office to be filled by popular
election for a term of four years.
ATWOOD, a village lying partly in Piatt and
partly in Douglas County, on the Cincinnati,
Hamilton & Dayton R. R., 27 miles east of Decatur.
The region is agricultural and fruit-growing; the town has two banks, an excellent school
and a newspaper. Pop. (1890), 530; (1900), 698.
ATWOOD, Charles B., architect, was born at
Millbury, Mass., May 18, 1849; at 17 began a full
course in architecture at Harvard Scientific
School, and, after graduation, received prizes for
public buildings at San Francisco, Hartford and
a number of other cities, besides furnishing
designs for some of the finest private residences
in the country.
He was associated with D. H.
Burnham in preparing plans for the Columbian
Exposition buildings, at Chicago, for the World's
Fair of 1893, and distinguished himself by producing plans for the "Art Building," the "Peri"Terminal Station" and other
style," the
1

prominent structures.

Died, in the midst of his
architect, at Chicago,

highest successes as an

Dec.

19, 1895.

AUBURN,

Sangamon County, on
Alton Railroad, 15 miles south of
Springfield has some manufactories of flour and
farm implements, besides tile and brick works,

the Chicago

a village of

&

;

two

coal mines, electric light plant, two banks,
several churches, a graded school and a weekly
newspaper. Pop. (1890), 874; (1900), 1,281.

AUDITORS OF PUBLIC ACCOUNTS. The
Auditors of Public Accounts under the Territorial Government were H. H. Maxwell, 1812-16;
Daniel P. Cook, 1816-17; Robert Blackwell, (April
to August), 1817; Elijah C. Berry, 1817-18. Under
the Constitution of 1818 the Auditor of Public
Accounts was made appointive by the legislature,
without limitation of term but by the Constitutions of 1848 and 1870 the office was made
elective by the people for a term of four years.
;

The following is a list of the State Auditors
from the date of the admission of the State into
the Union down to the present time (1899), with
the date and duration of the term of each:
Elijah C. Berry, 1818-31; James T. B. Stapp,1831-35; Levi Davis, 1835-41; James Shields,
1841-43; William Lee D. Ewing, 1843-46; Thomas
H. Campbell, 1846-57; Jesse K. Dubois, 1857-64;
Orlin H. Miner, 1864-69; Charles E. Lippincott,
1869-77;

Thomas

Charles P.
Pavey, 1889-93; David
McCullough, 1897

B. Needles, 1877-81;

Swigert, 1881-89; C.
Gore, 1893-97; James

W.
S.

—

AUGUSTA,

a village in Augusta township,
Hancock County, on the Chicago, Burlington &
Quincy Railroad, 36 miles northeast of Quincy.

Wagons and

brick are the principal manufacThe town has one newspaper, two banks,
three churches and a graded school.
The sur

tures.

rounding country is a fertile agricultural region
and abounds in a good quality of bituminous
coal.
Fine qualities of potter's clay and mineral
paint are obtained here.
Population (1890),
1,077; (1900), 1,149.

AUGUST ANA COLLEGE, an educational institution controlled by the Evangelical Lutheran
denomination, located at Rock Island and founded
in 1863.
Besides preparatory and collegiate departments, a theological school is connected with
the institution. To the two first named, young
women are admitted on an equality with
men.
More than 500 students were reported in
attendance in 1896, about one-fourth being
women. A majority of the latter were in the
preparatory (or academic) department. The college is not endowed, but owns property (real
and personal) to the value of §250,000. It has a
library of 12,000 volumes.
AURORA, a city and important railroad center, Kane County, on Fox River, 39 miles southwest of Chicago; is location of principal shops of
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy R. R., has fine
water-power and many successful manufactories,
including extensive boiler works, iron foundries,
cotton and woolen mills, flour mills, silver-plating works, corset, sash and door and carriage
factories, stove and smelting works, establishments for turning out road-scrapers, buggy tops,
The city owns
and wood-working machinery.
water-works and electric light plant; has six
banks, four daily and several weekly papers,
some twenty-five churches, excellent schools and
handsome public library building; is connected
by iriterurban electric lines with the principal
towns and villages in the Fox River valley.
Population

(1890), 19,688; (1900), 24,147.
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of Chicago, in Cook County.
from that city by either the Chicago & Northwestern Railway, or by street
railway lines. A weekly newspaper is issued, a

AUSTIN, a suburb

It is accessible

graded school is supported (including a high
department) and there are numerous

school

churches, representing the various religious
denominations. Population (1880), 1,359; (1890),
Annexed to City of Chicago, 1899.
4,031.
AUSTIN COLLEGE, a mixed school at Effingham, 111., founded in 1890. It has eleven teachers

—

and reports a total of 312 pupils for 1897-98 162
males and 150 females. It has a library of 2,000
volumes and reports property valued at $37,000.
AUSTRALIAN BALLOT," a form of ballot for
popular elections, thus named because it was
brought into use in Australia. It wTas
adopted by act of the Legislature of Illinois in
first

and

is applicable to the election of all public
except Trustees of Schools, School Directors, members of Boards of Education and officers
of road districts in counties not under township
organization. Under it, all ballots for the election of c fficers (except those just enumerated)
are required to be printed and distributed to the
election officers for use on the day of election, at
public cost. These ballots contain the names,
on the same sheet, of all candidates to be voted
for at such election, such names having been
formally certified previously to the Secretary of
State (in the case of candidates for offices to be
voted for by electors of the entire State or any
district greater than a single count}') or to the
County Clerk (as to all others), by the presiding
officer and secretary of the convention or caucus
making such nominations, when the party represented cast at least two per cent of the aggregate
vote of the State or district at the preceding genOther names may be added to the
eral election.
ballot on the petition of a specified number of the

1891,

officers

i

under certain prescribed conditions
named in the act. The duly registered voter, on
presenting himself at the poll, is given a copy of
the official ticket by one of the judges of election,
upon which he proceeds to indicate his preference in a temporary booth or closet set apart for
his use, by making a cross at the head of the column of candidates for whom he wishes to vote, if
he desires to vote for all of the candidates of the
same party, or by a similar mark before the name
of each individual for whom he wishes to vote, in
case he desires to distribute his support among
legal voters

the candidates of different parties. The object of
the law is to secure for the voter secrecy of the
ballot,

with independence and freedom from

dic-
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tation or interference by others in the exercise of
his right of suffrage.

AVA,

a town in Jackson County (incorporated
& Ohio Railroad
(Cairo & St. Louis Division), 75 miles southsoutheast from St. Louis. It has two banks and
two newspapers. Pop. (1890), 807; (1900), 984.
AVON, village of Fulton County, on O, B & Q.
R. R. 20 miles south of Galesburg; has drainpipe works, two factories for manufacture of
steam- and hot-water heaters, two banks and two
newspapers, agricultural fair held here annually.
Population (1900), 809; (1904, est.), 1,000.
AYER, Benjamin F., lawyer, was born in
Kingston, N. H., April 22, 1825, graduated at
as a city, 1901), on the Mobile

,

Dartmouth College

in 1846, studied

law at Dane

Law

School (Harvard University), was admitted
to the bar and began practice at Manchester,
N. H. After serving one term in the New Hampshire Legislature, and as Prosecuting Attorney
for Hillsborough County, in 1857 became to Chicago, soon advancing to the front rank of lawyers
then in practice there became Corporation Counsel
in 1861, and, two years later, drafted the revised
city charter.
After the close of his official career,
he was a member for eight years of the law firm of
Beckwith, Ayer & Kales, and afterwards of the
firm of Ayer & Kales, until, retiring from general
practice, Mr. Ayer became Solicitor of the Illinois
Central Railroad, then a Director of the Company,
and is at present its General Counsel and a potent
;

factor in its

management.

AYERS, Marshall

Paul, banker, Jacksonville,

was born in Philadelphia, Pa., July 27, 1823;
came to Jacksonville, 111., with his parents, in
1830, and was educated there, graduating from
Illinois College, in 1843, as

the classmate of Dr.

Newton Bateman, afterwards President of Knox
College at Galesburg, and Rev. Thomas K.
Beecher,

now

of Elmira, N.Y.

After leaving col-

became the partner of his father (David
B. Ayers) as agent of Mr. John Grigg, of Philadelphia, who was the owner of a large body of Illilege he

His father dying in 1850, Mr. Ayers
succeeded to the management of the business,
about 75,000 acres of Mr. Grigg's unsold lands
coming under his charge.
In December, 1852,
with the assistance of Messrs. Page & Bacon, bankers, of St. Louis, he opened the first bank in Jacksonville, for the sale of exchange, but which
finally grew into a bank of deposit and has been
continued ever since, being recognized as one of
the most solid institutions in Central Illinois. In
1870-71, aided by Philadelphia and New York
capitalists, he built the "Illinois Farmers' Railnois lands.
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road" between Jacksonville and Waverly, afterwards extended to Virden and finally to Centralia
and Mount Vernon. This was the nucleus of the
Jacksonville Southeastern Eailway, though Mr.
Ayers has had no connection with it for several
years.
Other business enterprises with which he
has been connected are the Jacksonville Gas Company (now including an electric light and power
plant), of which he has been President for forty
years; the "Home Woolen Mills" (early wiped
out by fire), sugar and paper-barrel manufacture,
coal-mining, etc. About 1877 he purchased a
body of 23,600 acres of land in Champaign County,
known as "Broadlands, " from John T. Alexander,
an extensive cattle-dealer, who had become
heavily involved during the years of financial
revulsion.
As a result of this transaction, Mr.
Alexander's debts, which aggregated §1,000,000,
were discharged within the next two years. Mr.
Ayers has been an earnest Republican since the
organization of that party and, during the war,
rendered valuable service in assisting to raise
funds for the support of the operations of the
Christian Commission in the field. He has also
been active in Sunday School, benevolent and
educational work, having been, for twenty years,
a Trustee of Illinois College, of which he has
been an ardent friend. In 1846 he was married
to Miss Laura Allen, daughter of Rev. John
Allen, D. D., of Huntsville, Ala., and is the father

and four daughters, all living.
born at Penn Yan,
N. Y. Jan. 20, 1828, the son of a member of Congress from that State at the age of 18, having
lost his father by death, came West, and soon
after engaged in mercantile business in partnership with a brother at Canton, 111. In 1854 he
was elected by a majority of one vote, as an AntiNebraska Whig, to the lower branch of the Nineof four sons

BABCOCK, Amos C, was
,

;

teenth General Assembly, and, in the following
session, took part in the election of United States
Senator which resulted in the choice of Lyman
Trumbull. Although a personal and political
friend of Mr. Lincoln, Mr. Babcock, as a matter
of policy, cast his vote for his townsman, William
Kellogg, afterwards Congressman from that district, until it was apparent that a concentration
of the Anti-Nebraska vote on Trumbull was
necessary to defeat the election of a Democrat.
In 1862 he was appointed by President Lincoln
the first Assessor of Internal Revenue for the
Fourth District, and, in 1863, was commissioned
by Governor Yates Colonel of the One Hundred
and Third Illinois Volunteers, but soon resigned.
Colonel Babcock served as Delegate -at -large in

the Republican National Convention of
which nominated General Grant for the Presidency, and the same year was made Chairman of
the Republican State Central Committee, also
conducting the campaign two years later. He
identified himself with the Greeley movement in
1872, but, in 1876, was again in line with his
party and restored to his old position on the State
Central Committee, serving until 1878. Among
business enterprises with which he was connected was the extension, about 1854, of the Buda
branch of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy
Railroad from Yates City to Canton, and the
erection of the State Capitol at Austin, Tex.,
which was undertaken, in conjunction with
Abner Taylor and J. V. and C. B. Farwell, about
1881 and completed in 1888, for which the firm
received over 3,000,000 acres of State lands in the
"Pan Handle" portion of Texas. In 1889 Colonel
Babcock took up his residence in Chicago, which
continued to be his home until his death from
apoplexy, Feb. 25, 1899.

BABCOCK, Andrew J., soldier, was born at
Dorchester, Norfolk County, Mass., July 19, 1830;
began life as a coppersmith at Lowell; in 1851
went to Concord, N. H, and, in 1856, removed to
Springfield,

111.,

where, in 1859, he joined a mili-

company called the Springfield Greys, commanded by Capt. (afterwards Gen. ) John Cook, of
which he was First Lieutenant. This company
became the nucleus of Company I, Seventh Illinois Volunteers, which enlisted on Mr. Lincoln's
first call for troops in April, 1861.
Captain Cook
tary

having been elected Colonel, Babcock succeeded
him as Captain, on the re-enlistment of the regiment in July following becoming LieutenantColonel, and, in March, 1862, being promoted to
the Colonelcy "for gallant and meritorious service
rendered at Fort Donelson." A year later he was
compelled to resign on account of impaired
health.
His home is at Springfield.
BACON, George E., lawyer and legislator, born
at Madison, Ind., Feb. 4, 1851; was brought to
Illinois by his parents at three years of age, and,
in 1876, located at Paris, Edgar County in 1879
was admitted to the bar and held various minor
offices, including one term as State's Attorney.
In 1886 he was elected as a Republican to the
State Senate and re-elected four years later, but
finally removed to Aurora, where he died, July
Mr. Bacon was a man of recognized
6, 1896.
ability, as shown by the fact that, after the deatli
of Senator John A. Logan, he was selected by his
colleagues of the Senate to pronounce the eulogy
on the deceased statesman.
;
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BAGBY, John C, jurist and Congressman, was
born at Glasgow, Ky., Jan. 24, 1819. After passing through the common schools of Barren
County, Ky., he studied civil engineering at
Bacon College, graduating in 1840. Later he
read law and was admitted to the bar in 1845.
In 184G he commenced practice at Rushville, 111.,
confining himself exclusively to professional work
until nominated and elected to Congress in 1874,
by the Democrats of the (old) Tenth District. In
1885 he was elected to the Circuit Bench for the
Sixth Circuit. Died, April 4, 1896.
BAILEY, Joseph Mead, legislator and jurist,
was born at Middlebury, Wyoming County, N. Y.,
June 22, 1833, graduated from Rochester (N. Y.
University in 1854, and was admitted to the
bar in that city in 1855. In August, 1856, he
removed to Freeport, 111., where he soon built up
a profitable practice. In 1866 he was elected a
Representative in the Twenty-fifth General
Assembly, being re-elected in 1868. Here he was
especially prominent in securing restrictive legisIn 1876 he was
lation concerning railroads.
chosen a Presidential Elector for his district on
the Republican ticket. In 1877 he was elected a
Judge of the Thirteenth judicial district, and
In January,
re-elected in 1879 and in 1885.
1878, and again in June, 1879, he was assigned to
the bench of the Appellate Court, being presiding
Justice from June, 1879, to June, 1880, and from
June, 1881, to June, 1882. In 1879 he received
the degree of LL.D. from the Universities of
Rochester and Chicago. In 1888 he was elected
to the bench of the Supreme Court. Died in
office, Oct. 16, 1895.

BAILHACHE, John, pioneer journalist, was
born In the Island of Jersey, May 8, 1787; after
gaining the rudiments of an education in his
mother tongue (the French), he acquired a knowledge of English and some proficiency in Greek
and Latin in an academy near his paternal home,
when he spent five years as a printer's apprentice.
In 1810 he came to the United States, first locating at Cambridge, Ohio, but, in 1812, purchased a
half interest in "The Fredonian" at Chillicothe
(then the State Capital), soon after becoming sole
owner. In 1815 he purchased "The Scioto Gazette" and consolidated the two papers under the
name of "The Scioto Gazette and Fredonian
Chronicle." Here he remained until 1828, meantime engaging temporarily in the banking business, also serving one term in the Legislature
(1820), and being elected Associate Justice of the
Court of Common Pleas for Ross County. In
1828 he removed to Columbus, assuming charge
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"The Ohio State Journal," served one term as
Mayor of the city, and for three consecutive
years was State Printer. Selling out "The Journal" in 1836, he came west, the next year becoming part owner, and finally sole proprietor, of "The
Telegraph" at Alton, 111., which he conducted
of

alone or in association with various partners until
1854, when he retired, giving his attention to the
book and job branch of the business. He served as
Representative from Madison County in the Thirteenth General Assembly (1842-44). As a man
and a journalist Judge Bailhache commanded the
highest respect, and did much to elevate the
standard of journalism in Illinois, "The Telegraph," during the period of his connection with
it, being one of the leading papers of the State.
His death occurred at Alton, Sept. 3, 1857, as the
result of injuries received the day previous, by
being thrown from a carriage in which he was
riding.
Maj. William Henry (Bailhache), son of
the preceding, was born at Chillicothe, Ohio,
August 14, 1826, removed with his father to Alton,

—

in 1836, was educated at Shurtleff College,
and learned the printing trade in the office of
"The Telegraph," under the direction of his
father, afterwards being associated with the
111.,

business

department.

In

1855,

in

partnership

with Edward L. Baker, he became one of the
proprietors and business manager of 'The State
Journal" at Springfield. During the Civil War
he received from President Lincoln the appointment of Captain and Assistant Quartermaster,
serving to its close and receiving the brevet rank
of Major. After the war he returned to journalism and was associated at different times with
"The State Journal" and "The Quincy Whig,"
'

manager of each, but retired in 1873
was appointed by President Arthur,
Receiver of Public Moneys at Santa Fe., N. M.,

as business
in

1881

remaining four years. He is now (1899) a resident of San Diego, Cal., where he has been
engaged in newspaper work, and, under the
administration of President McKinley, has been
a Special Agent of the Treasury Department.
Preston Heath (Bailhache), another son, was
born in Columbus, Ohio, Feb. 21, 1835, served as
a Surgeon during the Civil War, later became a
Surgeon in the regular army and has held positions in marine hospitals at Baltimore, Washington and New York, and has visited Europe in the
interest of sanitary and hospital service.
At
present (1899) he occupies a prominent position
at the headquarters of the United States Marine
Hospital Service in Washington. Arthur Lee
(Bailhache), a third son, born at Alton, 111., April

—
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the beginning of the Civil War was
the State commissary service at
Camp Yates and Cairo, became Adjutant of the
Thirty-eighth Illinois Volunteers, and died at
Pilot Knob, Mo., Jan. 9, 1862, as the result of
12, 1839; at

employed

in

and exposure in the service.
BAKER, David Jewett, lawyer and United
States Senator, was born at East Haddam, Conn.
His family removed to New York
Sept. 7, 1792.
in 1800, where he worked on a farm during boyhood, but graduated from Hamilton College in
1816, and three years later was admitted to the
bar.
In 1819 he came to Illinois and began practice at Kaskaskia, where he attained prominence
in his profession and was made Probate Judge of
Randolph County. His opposition to the introduction of slavery into the State was so aggressive that his life was frequently threatened. In
1830 Governor Edwards appointed him United
States Senator, to fill the unexpired term of
Senator McLean, but he served only one month
when he was succeeded by John M. Robinson,
who was elected by the Legislature. He was
United States District Attorney from 1833
disease

to

1841

(the

State

then

constituting

but

and thereafter resumed private
Died at Alton, August 6, 1869.
practice.
—Henry Southard (Baker), son of the preceding, was born at Kaskaskia, 111., Nov. 10>

one

district),

education at Shurtin 1843, entered
Brown University, E. I., graduating therefrom
in 1847; was admitted to the bar in 1849, beginning practice at Alton, the home of his father,
Hon. David J. Baker. In 1854 he was elected as an
Anti-Nebraska candidate to the lower branch of
the Nineteenth General Assembly, and, at the
subsequent session of the General Assembly, was
one of the five Anti-Nebraska members whose
1824, received his preparatory

leff

College,

Upper Alton, and,

uncompromising

fidelity to

Hon.

Lyman Trum-

bull resulted in the election of the latter to the

—

United States Senate for the first time the others
being his colleague, Dr. George T. Allen of the
House, and Hon. John M. Palmer; afterwards
United States Senator, Burton C. Cook and Norman B. Judd in the Senate. He served as one of the
Secretaries of the Republican State Convention
held at Bloomington in May, 1856, was a Republican Presidential Elector in 1864, and, in 1865,

became Judge

of the Alton City Court, serving
In 1876 he presided over the Republican State Convention, served as delegate to the
Republican National Convention of the same
year and was an unsuccessful candidate for
Congress in opposition to William R. Morrison.

until 1881.

Judge Baker was the orator selected to deliver
the address on occasion of the unveiling of the
statue of Lieut. -Gov. Pierre Menard, on the
capitol grounds at Springfield, in January, 1888.

About 1888 he
Alton, March

retired
5,

1897.

from practice, dying at

— Edward

L. (Baker),

second son of David Jewett* Baker, was born at
Kaskaskia, 111. June 3, 1829 graduated at Shurtleff College in 1847 read law with his father two
years, after which he entered Harvard Law
School and was admitted to the bar at Springfield in 1855. Previous to this date Mr. Baker had
become associated with William H. Bailhache, in
the management of "The Alton Daily Telegraph,"
and, in July, 1855, they purchased "The Illinois
State Journal," at Springfield, of which Mr.
Baker assumed the editorship, remaining until
1874.
In 1869 he was appointed United States
Assessor for the Eighth District, serving until
the abolition of the office. In 1873 he received
the appointment from President Grant of Consul
to Buenos Ayres, South America, and, assuming
the duties of the office in 1874, remained there
for twenty-three years, proving himself one of
the most capable and efficient officers in the consular service.
On the evening of the 20th of
June, 1897, when Mr. Baker was about to enter a
railway train already in motion at the station in
the city of Buenos Ayres, he fell under the cars,
receiving injuries which necessitated the amputation of his right arm, finally resulting in his
death in the hospital at Buenos Ayres, July 8,
following.
His remains were brought home at
the Government expense and interred in Oak
Ridge Cemetery, at Springfield, where a monument has since been erected in his honor, bearing
a tablet contributed by citizens of Buenos Ayres
,

;

;

and foreign representatives in that city expressive of their respect for his memory.
David
Jewett (Baker), Jr., a third son of David Jewett
Baker, Sr., was born at Kaskaskia, Nov. 20,1834;
graduated from Shurtleff College in 1854, and was

—

admitted to the bar in 1856. In November of
that year he removed to Cairo and began practice.

He was Mayor

of that city in 1864-65, and,

was elected to the bench of the Nineteenth
Judicial Circuit. The Legislature of 1873 (by Act
of March 28) having divided the State into
twenty-six circuits, he was elected Judge of the
Twenty-sixth, on June 2, 1873. In August, 1878,
he resigned to accept an appointment on the
Supreme Bench as successor to Judge Breese,
deceased, but at the close of his term on the
Supreme Bench (1879), was re-elected Circuit
Judge, and again in 1885. During this period he
in 1869,
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served for several years on the Appellate Bench.
In 1888 he retired from the Circuit Bench by
resignation and was elected a Justice of the
Supreme Court for a term of nine years. Again,
in 1897, he was a candidate for re-election, but
was defeated by Carroll C. Boggs. Soon after
retiring from the Supreme Bench lie removed to
Chicago and engaged in general practice, in
partnership with his son, John W. Baker. He
fell dead almost instantly in his office, March 13,
1899.
In all, Judge Baker had spent some thirty
years almost continuously on the bench, and had
attained eminent distinction both as a lawyer and
a jurist.
BAKER, Edward Dickinson, soldier and
United States Senator, was born in London,
Eng., Feb. 24, 1811; emigrated to Illinois while
yet in his minority, first locating at Belleville,
afterwards removing to Carrollton and finally to
Sangamon County, the last of which he represented in the lower house of the Tenth General
Assembly, and as State Senator in the Twelfth
and Thirteenth. He was elected to Congress as
a Whig from the Springfield District, but resigned
in December, 1846, to accept the colonelcy of the
Fourth Regiment, Illinois Volunteers, in the
Mexican War, and succeeded General Shields in
command of the brigade, when the latter was
wounded at Cerro Gordo. In 1848 he was elected

from the Galena District; was also
with the construction of the Panama
Railroad; went to San Francisco in 1852, but
later removed to Oregon, where he was elected
to the United States Senate in 1860. In 1861 he
to Congress
identified

resigned

the Senatorship to

enter

the

Union

army, commanding a brigade at the battle of
Ball's Bluff, where he was killed, October 21, 1861.
BAKER, Jehu, lawyer and Congressman, was
born in Fayette County, Ky., Nov. 4, 1822. At
an early age he removed to Illinois, making his
home in Belleville, St. Clair County. He received his early education in the common schools
and at McKendree College. Although he did
not graduate from the latter institution, he
received therefrom the honorary degree of A. M.
For a time
in 1858, and that of LL. D. in 1882.
he studied medicine, but abandoned it for the
study of law. From 1861 to 1865 he was Master
From 1865 to
in Chancery for St. Clair County.
1869 he represented the Belleville District as a
Republican in Congress. From 1876 to 1881 and
from 1882 to 1885 he was Minister Resident in
Venezuela, during the latter portion of his term
Returnof service acting also as Consul-General.
ing home, he was again elected to Congress (1886)

from the Eighteenth

District, but
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was defeated

by William S. Forman,
Democrat. Again, in 1896, having identified
himself with the Free Silver Democracy and
People's Party, he was elected to Congress from
the Twentieth District over Everett J. Murphy,
the Republican nominee, serving until March 3,
1899.
He is the author of an annotated edition
of Montesquieu's "Grandeur and Decadence of
the Romans."
BALDWIN, Elmer, agriculturist and legislafor re-election, in 1888,

tor,

was born

1806

8,

;

in Litchfield County, Conn.,

March

began teaching a coun-

at 16 years of age

try school, continuing this occupation for several
years during the winter months, while working

summer. He then
which he managed for three years, when he sold out on account
of his health and began farming.
In 1833 he
came west and purchased a considerable tract of
Government land in La Salle County, where the
village of Farm Ridge is now situated, removing
on

his father's

farm

started a store at

in the

New

Milford,

thither with his family the following year.

He

served as Justice of the Peace for fourteen consecutive terms, as Postmaster twenty years and
as a member of the Board of Supervisors of La
Salle County six years.
In 1856 he was elected
as a Republican to the House of Representatives,
was re-elected to the same office in 1866, and to
the State Senate in 1872, serving two years. He
was also appointed, in 1869, a member of the first
Board of Public Charities, serving as President of
the Board. Mr. Baldwin is author of a "History of La Salle County," which contains much
local and biographical history.
Died, Nov. 18,
1895.

BALDWIN,
tor,

was born

Theron,

clergyman and educa-

in Goshen, Conn., July 21, 1801;

graduated at Yale College in 1827; after two
years' study in the theological school there,

was

ordained a home missionary in 1829, becoming
one of the celebrated "Yale College Band," or
"Western College Society," of which lie was Corresponding Secretary during most of his life. He
was settled as a Congregationalist minister at
Vandalia for two years, and was active in procuring the charter of Illinois College at Jacksonville,
of which he was a Trustee from its
organization to his death. He served for a
number of years, from 1831, as Agent of the
Home Missionary Society for Illinois, and, in
1838, became the first Principal of Monticello
Female Seminary, near Alton, which he conducted five years. Died at Orange, N. J., April
10, 1870.
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BALLARD,

Addison, merchant, was born of
in Warren County, Ohio, No-

Legislature passed in February, 1861. The Eastern Division was sold in January, 1867; and, in

Quaker parentage

vember, 1822. He located at La Porte, Ind.,
about 1841, where he learned and pursued the
carpenter's

trade;

in

1849

went

November

of the same year, the two divisions
were consolidated under the title of the Ohio &
Mississippi Railway.
The Springfield Division
was the result of the consolidation, in December,
1869, of the Pana, Springfield & Northwestern
and the Illinois & Southeastern Railroad each
having been chartered in 1867 the new corpo-

—

to California,

remaining two years, when he returned to La
Porte in 1853 removed to Chicago and embarked
in the lumber trade, which he prosecuted until
Mr. Ballard
1887, retiring with a competency.
served several years as one of the Commissioners
of Cook County, and, from 1876 to 1882, as Alderman of the City of Chicago, and again in the
;

'

—

name of the Springfield
nois Southeastern Railroad, under which
ration taking the

B ALTES, Peter Joseph, Roman Catholic Bishop
was born

varia, April

of the

Holy

7,

1827

;

at

and

1,

at the colleges

Cross, at "Worcester, Mass.

Ignatius, at Chicago,

,

and

of St.

was restored to the Company in 1884.
November, 1893, the Ohio & Mississippi was
consolidated with the Baltimore & Ohio Southwestern Railroad, which was the successor of the
Cincinnati, Washington & Baltimore Railroad,

at Lavalle University,

receiver, but

—In

was successful, but regarded by his
somewhat arbitrary. He wrote numerous pastoral letters and brochures for the guidance
His most important literary
of clergy and laity.
work was entitled "Pastoral Instruction," first
edition, N. Y., 1875; second edition (revised and
istration

priests as

Died at Alton, Feb.

Company taking the name of the
Baltimore & Ohio Southwestern Railway Company. The total capitalization of the road, as
organized in 1898, was §84,770,531. Several
branches of the main line in Indiana and Ohio go
to increase the aggregate mileage, but being
wholly outside of Illinois are not taken into- account in this statement.
the reorganized

15, 1886.

BALTIMORE & OHIO SOUTHWESTERN
RAILWAY. This road (constituting a part of the
Baltimore & Ohio system) is made up of two

BALTIMORE & OHIO & CHICAGO RAILpart of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad

first extending across the
Louis to Belpre, Ohio, and the
second (known as the Springfield Division) extending from Beardstown to Shawneetown. The total
mileage of the former (or main line) is 537
miles, of which 147^ are in Illinois, and of the
latter (wholly within Illinois) 228 miles.
The
main line (originally known as the Ohio & Mississippi Railway) was chartered in Indiana in

principal divisions, the

State from East

ROAD,

St.

1848, in Ohio in 1849, and in Illinois in 1851.
It
was constructed by two companies, the section
from Cincinnati to the Indiana and Illinois State
line being known as the Eastern Division, and
that in Illinois as the Western Division, the

gauge, as originally built, being six feet, but
reduced in 1871 to standard. The banking firm
of Page & Bacon, of St. Louis and San Francisco,
were the principal financial backers of the enterprise.
The line was completed and opened for
traffic, May 1, 1857.
The following year the road
became financially embarrassed the Eastern Division was' placed in the hands of a receiver in
I860, while the Western Division was sold under
foreclosure, in 1862, and reorganized as the Ohio
& Mississippi Railway under act of the Illinois
;

1875, passed into

sissippi

Montreal, and was ordained a priest in 1853, and
consecrated Bishop in 1870. His diocesan admin-

enlarged), 1880.

Illi-

name

the hands of the Ohio & MisRailway Company. In November, 1876,
the road was again placed in the hands of a

Ensheim, Rhenish Ba-

was educated

&

the road was built and opened in March, 1871. In
1873, it was placed in the hands of receivers; in
1874 was sold under foreclosure, and, on March

latter office, 1894-96.

of Alton,

—

•

System, of which only 8.21 out of 265 miles are in
Illinois.
The principal object of the company's
incorporation was to secure entrance for the
Baltimore & Ohio into Chicago. The capital
stock outstanding exceeds §1,500,000. The total
capital (including stock, funded and floating debt)
is $20,329,166 or §76,728 per mile.
The gross
earnings for the year ending June 30, 1898, were
§3,383,010 and the operating expenses §2,493,452.
The income and earnings for the portion of the
line in Illinois for the same period were §209,208
and the expenses §208,096.
BANGS, Mark, lawyer, was born in Franklin
County, Mass., Jan. 9, 1822; spent his boyhood on a farm in Western New York, and, after
a year in an institution at Rochester, came to
Chicago in 1844, later spending two years in farm
work and teaching in Central Illinois. Returning east in 1847, he engaged in teaching for
two years at Springfield, Mass., then spent
a year in a dry goods store at Lacon, 111.,
meanwhile prosecuting his legal studies. In
1851 he began practice, was elected a Judge
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of the Circuit Court in 1859
as

State

Senator

;

(1870-73);

served one session
in

1873

was ap-

pointed Circuit Judge to fill the unexpired
term of Judge Richmond, deceased, and, in 1875,
was appointed by President Grant United States
District Attorney for the Northern District,
remaining in office four years. Judge Bangs was
also a

member

Convention of

of the first Anti-Nebraska State

Illinois,

held at Springfield in 1854;

in 18G2 presided over the Congressional Convention which nominated Owen Lovejoy for Congress

time was one of the charter members
of the "Union League of America," serving as its
President, and, in 1868, was a delegate to the
National Convention which nominated General
Grant for President for the first time. After
retiring from the office of District Attorney in
1879, he removed to Chicago, where he is still
(1898) engaged in the practice of his profession.
B.VJiKSOX, Andrew, pioneer and early legislator, a native of Tennessee, settled on Silver
Creek, in St. Clair County, 111., four miles south
of Lebanon, about 1808 or 1810, and subsequently
removed to Washington County. He was a Colonel of "Rangers" during the "War of 1812, and a
Captain in the Black Hawk War of 1832. In
1822 he was elected to the State Senate from
Washington County, serving four years, and at
the session of 1822-23 was one of those who voted
against the Convention resolution which had for
for the first

;

object to make Illinois a slave State. He subsequently removed to Iowa Territory, but died, in
1853, while visiting a son-in-law in Wisconsin.
its

BAPTISTS. The

first

Baptist minister to set-

was Elder James Smith, who
located at New Design, in 1787. He was followed, about 1790-97, by Revs. David Badgley and

tie

in

Illinois

Joseph Chance, who organized the first Baptist
church within the limits of the State. Five
churches, having four ministers and 111 members, formed an association in 1807.
Sevei'al
causes, among them a difference of views on the
slavery question, resulted in the division of the

denomination into factions. Of these perhaps
the most numerous was the Regular (or Missionary) Baptists, at the head of which was Rev. John
M. Peck, a resident of the State from 1822 until
his death (1858).
By 1835 the sect had grown,
until it had some 250 churches, with about 7,500
members. These were under the ecclesiastical
care of twenty-two Associations. Rev. Isaac
McCoy, a Baptist Indian missionary, preached at
Fort Dearborn on Oct. 9, 1825, and, eight years
later, Rev. Allen B. Freeman organized the first
Baptist society in what was then an infant set-

tlement.

By

35

number

1890 the

of Associations

had grown to forty, with 1010 churches 891
ministers and 88,884 members. A Baptist Theological Seminary was for some time supported at
Morgan Park, but, in 1895, was absorbed by the
University of Chicago, becoming the divinity
school of that institution. The chief organ of the
denomination in Illinois is "The Standard." published at Chicago.

BARBER, Hiram, was born

in

Warren County,

age he
accompanied his family to Wisconsin, of which
State he was a resident until 1866. After graduN. Y.,

March

ating at the
Madison, he
School, and
serving one

24,

1835.

At

11 years of

State University of Wisconsin, at
law at the Albany Law

studied

was admitted to practice. After
term as District Attorney of his
Wisconsin (1861-62), and Assistant

county in
Attorney-General of the State for 1865-66, in
the latter year he came to Chicago and, in 1878,
was elected to Congress by the Republicans of
the old Second Illinois District. His home is in
Chicago, where he holds the position of Master in
Chancery of the Superior Court of Cook County.
BARDOLPH, a village of McDonough County,
on the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad, 7
miles northeast of Macomb; has a local paper.
Population (1880), 409; (1890), 447; (1900), 387.
BARNSBACK, George Frederick Julius, pioneer, was born in Germany, July 25, 1781 came
to Philadelphia in 1797, and soon after to Kentucky, where he became an overseer; two or
three years later visited his native country, suffering shipwreck en route in the English Channel
;

returned to Kentucky in 1802, remaining until
1809, when he removed to what is now Madison
(then a part of St. Clair) County, 111. served in
the War of 1812, farmed and raised stock until
1824, when, after a second visit to Germany, he
bought a plantation in St. Francois County, Mo.
Subsequently becoming disgusted with slavery,
he manumitted his slaves and returned to Illinois,
locating on a farm near Edwardsville, where he
resided until his death in 1869. Mr. Barnsback
served as Representative in the Fourteenth General Assembly (1844-46) and, after returning from
Springfield, distributed his salary among the poor
of Madison County.
Julius A. (Barnsback), his
son, was born in St. Francois County, Mo., May
14, 1826; in 1846 became a merchant at Troy,
;

—

Madison County

;

was

elected Sheriff in 1860

1864 entered the service as Captain of a
in the

One Hundred and Fortieth

Illinois

teers (100-days' men); also served as a

;

in

Company
Volun-

member

the Twenty-fourth General Assembly (1865).

oi
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BARNUM,

William H., lawyer and ex-Judge,
Onondaga County, N. Y., Feb. 13,
1840.
When he was but two years old his family
removed to St. Clair County, 111. where he passed
his boyhood and youth.
His preliminary education was obtained at Belleville, 111., Ypsilanti,Mich. and at the Michigan State University at

was born

in

,

,

Ann

Arbor. After leaving the institution last
named at the end of the sophomore year, he
taught school at Belleville, still pursuing his classical studies.
In 1862 he was admitted to the bar
at Belleville, and soon afterward opened an office
at Chester, where, for a time, he held the office
of Master in Chancery.
He removed to Chicago
in 1867, and, in 1879, was elevated to the bench
of the Cook County Circuit Court. At the expiration of his term he resumed private practice.
BARRERE, Granville, was born in Highland
County, Ohio. After attending the common
schools, he acquired a higher education at Augusta, Ky. and Marietta, Ohio. He was admitted
to the bar in his native State, but began the pracIn
tice of law in Fulton County, 111., in 1856.
1873 he received the Republican nomination for
Congress and was elected, representing his district from 1873 to 1875, at the conclusion of his
term retiring to private life. Died at Canton,
111., Jan. 13, 1889.
BARRINGTON, a village located on the northern border of Cook County, and partly in Lake,
at the intersection of the Chicago & Northwestern
and the Elgin, Joliet & Eastern Railway, 32 miles
northwest of Chicago. It has banks, a local paper,
and several cheese factories, being in a dairying
district.
Population (1890), 848; (1900), 1,162.
,

BARROWS, John Henry, D. D., clergyman
and educator, was born at Medina, Mich., July
Mount Olivet College in
and studied theology at Yale, Union and
Andover Seminaries. In 1869 he went to Kansas,
where he spent two and a half years in missionary and educational work. He then (in 1872)
11,

1847; graduated at

1867,

accepted a call

Church

to

at Springfield,

the
111.,

First

Congregational

where he remained a

which he gave a year to foreign travel,
visiting Europe, Egypt and Palestine, during a
part of the time supplying the American chapel

year, after

On his return to the United States he
spent six years in pastoral work at Lawrence and
East Boston, Mass., when (in November, 1881) he
assumed the pastorate of the First Presbyterian
Church of Chicago. Dr. Barrows achieved a

in Paris.

world-wide celebrity by his services as Chairman
of the "Parliament of Religions," a branch of the
"World's Congress Auxiliary," held during the

World's Columbian Exposition in Chicago in
1893.
Later, he was appointed Professorial Lecturer on Comparative Religions, under lectureships
in connection with the University of Chicago en-

dowed by

Mrs. Caroline E. Haskell. One of these,
established in Dr. Barrows' name, contemplated

a series of lectures in India, to be delivered on
alternate years with a similar course at the University. Courses were delivered at the University
in 1895-96, and, in order to carry out the purposes
of the foreign lectureship, Dr. Barrows found it
necessary to resign his pastorate, which he did in
the spring of 1896. After spending the summer
in Germany, the regular itinerary of the roundthe-world tour began at London in the latter part
of November, 1896, ending with his return to the
United States by way of San Francisco in May,
1897.
Dr. Barrows was accompanied by a party
of personal friends from Chicago and elsewhere,
the tour embracing visits to the principal cities
of Southern Europe, Egypt, Palestine, China and
Japan, with a somewhat protracted stay in India
during the winter of 1896-97. After his return to
the United States he lectured at the University
of Chicago and in many of the principal cities of
the country, on the moral and religious condition
Oriental nations, but, in 1898, was offered
the Presidency of Oberlin College, Ohio, which
he accepted, entering upon his duties early in
of

1899.

BARRY,

a city in Pike County, founded in
on the Wabash Railroad, 18 miles east of
Hannibal, Mo., and 30 miles southeast of Quincy.
The surrounding country is agricultural. The
city contains flouring mills, porkpacking and
1836,

poultry establishments, etc.
It has two local
papers, two banks, three churches and a high
school, besides schools of lower grade.
Population (1880), 1,392; (1890), 1,354; (1900), 1,643.
BARTLETT, Adolplius Clay, merchant,

was

born of Revolutionary ancestry at Stratford,
Fulton County, N. Y., June 22, 1844; was educated
in the common schools and at Danville Academy

and Clinton Liberal

Institute, N. Y., and,

coming

to Chicago in 1863, entered into the employment
Co.
of the hardware firm of Tuttle, Hibbard

&

Hibbard, Spencer, Bartlett & Co. of which,
a few years later, he became a partner, and later
Vice-President of the Company. Mr. Bartlett
has also been a Trustee of Beloit College, President of the Chicago Home for the Friendless and
a Director of the Chicago & Alton Railroad and
the Metropolitan National Bank, besides being
identified with various other business and benevo-

now

lent associations.

,
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BASCOM,

(Rev.) Flavel, D. D., clergyman,

at Lebanon, Conn. June 8, 1804 spent
his boyhood on a farm until 17 years of age, meanwhile attending the common schools; prepared

was born

;

,

for college under a private tutor, and, in 1824,
entered Yale College, graduating in 1828. After a
year as Principal of the Academy at New Canaan,
Conn., he entered upon the study of theology
at Yale, was licensed to preach in 1831 and, for
the next two years, served as a tutor in the liter-

ary department of the college. Then coming to
Illinois (1833), he cast his lot. with the "Yale
Band," organized at Yale College a few years
previous spent five years in missionary work in
Tazewell County and two years in Northern Illinois as Agent of the Home Missionary Society,
exploring new settlements, founding churches
;

and introducing missionaries to new fields of
In 1839 he became pastor of the First
labor.
Presbyterian Church of Chicago, remaining until
1849, when he assumed the pastorship of the First
Presbyterian Church at Galesburg, this relation
Then, after a year's servthe American Missionary
Association of the Congregational Church, he
accepted a call to the Congregational Church at
Princeton, where he remained until 1869, when
he took charge of the Congregational Church at
Hinsdale. From 1878 he served for a considerable period as a member of the Executive Committee of the Illinois Home Missionary Society;
was also prominent in educational work, being
one of the founders and, for over twenty-five
years, an officer of the Chicago Theological
Seminary, a Trustee of Knox College and one of
continuing until 1856.

Agent

ice as the

of

the founders and a Trustee of Beloit College,
Wis. from which he received the degree of D. D.
in 1869.
Dr. Bascom died at Princeton, II].,
,

August

8,

1890.

a city in Kane County, on Fox
River and branch lines of the Chicago & Northwestern and the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy
Railroads, 35 miles west of Chicago; has water
power and several prosperous manufacturing
establishments employing over 1,000 operatives.
The city has fine water-works supplied from an

BATAYIA,

artesian well,

electric

lighting

plant,

electric

street car lines with interurban connections,

weekly
schools,

papers,

eight

churches,

two

two

public

and private hospital for insane women.

Population

(1900), 3,871; (1903, est.), 4,400.

BATEMAN, Newton,

A. M., LL.D., educator

and Editor-in-Chief of the "Historical Encyclopedia of Illinois," was born at Fairfield, N. J.,
July 27, 1822. of mixed English and Scotch an-

cestry

;

was brought by
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his parents to Illinois in

1833; in his youth enjoyed only limited educa-

tional advantages,

but graduated from

Illinois

College at Jacksonville in 1843, supporting himself during his college course wholly by his own
labor.

Having contemplated entering the

Chris-

tian ministry, he spent the following year at

Theological Seminary, but

Lane

was

compelled to
withdraw on account of failing health, when he
gave a year to travel. He then entered upon his
life-work as a teacher by engaging as Principal
of an English and Classical School in St. Louis,
remaining there two years, when he accej^ted the
Professorship of Mathematics in St. Charles College, at St. Charles, Mo., continuing in that
position four years (1847-51). Returning to Jacksonville, 111., in the latter year, he assumed the

main public school of that
Here he remained seven years, during four
of them discharging the duties of County Superintendent of Schools for Morgan County. In the
fall of 1857 he became Principal of Jacksonville
Female Academy, but the following year was
principalship of the
city.

elected State Superintendent of Public Instruc-

having been nominated for the office by the
Republican State Convention of 1858, which put
Abraham Lincoln in nomination for the United
States Senate. By successive re-elections he continued in this office fourteen years, serving continuously from 1859 to 1875, except two years
(1863-65), as the result of his defeat for re-election
in 1862.
He was also endorsed for the same office
by the State Teachers' Association in 1856, but
was not formally nominated by a State Convention,

incumbency the Illinois comwas developed and brought to
the state of efficiency which it has so well maintained.
He also prepared some seven volumes of
biennial reports, portions of which have been
tion.

mon

During

his

school system

republished in five different languages of Europe,
besides a volume of "Common School Decisions,"
originally published by authority of the General

Assembly, and of which several editions have
since been issued. This volume has been recognized by the courts, and is still regarded as
authoritative on the subjects to which it relates.
In addition to his official duties during a part of
this period, for three years he served as editor of
"The Illinois Teacher," and was one of a committee of three which prejjared the bill adopted
by Congress creating the National Bureau of
Education. Occupying a room in the old State
Capitol at Springfield adjoining that used as an

by Abraham Lincoln during the first candidacy of the latter for the Presidency, in 1860, a

office
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up between the two men,
which enabled the "School-master," as Mr. Lincoln playfully called the Doctor, to acquire an
close intimacy sprang

insight into the character of the future emancipator of a race, enjoyed by few men of that time,
and of which he gave evidence by his lectures
full of interesting reminiscence and eloquent
appreciation of the high character of the 'Martyr
President." A few months after his retirement
from the State Superintendency (1875), Dr. Bateman wT as offered and accepted the Presidency of
Knox College at Galesburg, remaining until 1893,
when he voluntarily tendered his resignation.
This, after having been repeatedly urged upon
the Board, was finally accepted but that body
immediately, and by unanimous vote, appointed
him President Emeritus and Professor of Mental
and Moral Science, under which he continued to
discharge his duties as a special lecturer as his
health enabled him to do so. During his incumbency as President of Knox College, he twice
received a tender of the Presidency of Iowa State
University and the Chancellorship of two other
important State institutions. He also served, by
appointment of successive Governors between 1877
'

;

1891, as a member of the State Board of
Health, for four years of this period being President of the Board. In February, 1878, Dr. Bate-

and

man, unexpectedly and without solicitation on his
from President Hayes an appointment as "Assay Commissioner" to examine and
test the fineness and weight of United States
coins, in accordance with the provisions of the
act of Congress of June 22, 1874, and discharged
the duties assigned at the mint in Philadelphia.
Never of a very strong physique, which was
rather weakened by his privations while a student and his many years of close confinement to
mental labor, towards the close of his life Dr.
Bateman suffered much from a chest trouble
which finally developed into "angina pectoris,"
or heart disease, from which, as the result of a
most painful attack, he died at his home in Galesburg, Oct. 21, 1897. The event produced the
most pro found sorrow, not only among his associates in the Faculty and among the students of
part, received

Knox College, but a large number of friends
throughout the State, who had known him officially or personally, and had learned to admire
his

many

noble and beautiful traits of character.

His funeral, which occurred at Galesburg on
Oct. 25, called out an immense concourse of
sorrowing friends. Almost the last labors performed by Dr. Bateman were in the revision of
matter for this volume, in which he manifested

the deepest interest from the time of his assumpAt the
tion of the duties of its Editor-in-Chief.
time of his death he had the satisfaction of knowing that his work in this field was practically
complete. Dr. Bateman had been twice married,
first in 1850 to Miss Sarah Dayton of Jacksonville,
who died in 1857, and a second time in October,
1859, to Miss Annie N. Tyler, of Massachusetts
(but for some time a teacher in Jacksonville

Female Academy), who
Clifford

May

died,

Rush (Bateman), a son

28,

of Dr.

1878.

Bateman

marriage, was born at Jacksonville,
graduated at Amherst College and
later from the law department of Columbia College, New York, afterwards prosecuting his
studies at Berlin, Heidelberg and Paris, finally
becoming Professor of Administrative Law and
Government in Columbia College a position
especially created for him.
He had filled this
position a little over one year when his career
which was one of great promise was cut short by
death, Feb. 6, 1883. Three daughters of Dr. Bateman survive all the wives of clergymen. P. S.
BATES, Clara Doty, author, was born at Ann
Arbor, Mich., Dec. 22, 1838; published her first
book in 1868; the next year married Morgan
Bates, a Chicago publisher; wrote much for
juvenile periodicals, besides stories and poems,
some of the most popular among the latter being
"Blind Jakey" (1868) and "^Esop's Fables" in
verse (1873). She was the collector of a model
library for children, for the World's Columbian
Exposition, 1893. Died in Chicago, Oct. 14, 1895.

by his

first

March

7,

1854,

—

—

—

—

BATES, Erastus Newton,
Treasurer,

was born

soldier

and State

at Plainfield, Mass.

,

Feb.

29,

being descended from Pilgrims of the MayWhen 8 years of age he was brought by
flower.
his father to Ohio, wdiere the latter soon afterward died. For several years he lived with an
uncle, preparing himself for college and earning
money by teaching and manual labor. He graduated from Williams College, Mass., in 1853, and
commenced the study of law in New York City,
but later removed to Minnesota, where he served
as a member of the Constitutional Convention of
1856 and was elected to the State Senate in 1857.
In 1859 he removed to Centi'alia, 111., and commenced practice there in August, 1862 was commissioned Major of the Eightieth Illinois
Volunteers, being successively promoted to the
rank of Lieutenant-Colonel and Colonel, and
finally brevetted Brigadier-General.
For fifteen
months he was a prisoner of wrar, escaping from
Libby Prison only to be recaptured and later
exposed to the fire of the Union batteries at Mor1828,

;
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In 1866 he

Island, Charleston harbor.

was

ing by a plurality over his Democratic opponent

elected to the Legislature, and, in 1868, State
Treasurer, being re-elected to the latter office

of nearly 70,000 votes.

under the new Constitution of 1870, and serving
Died at Minneapolis,
until January, 1873.
Minn., May 29, 1898, and was buried at Spring-

city of Beardstown,

field.

BATES, George C., lawyer and politician, was
born in Canandaigua, N. Y., and removed to
Michigan in 1834; in 1849 was appointed United
States District Attorney for that State, but removed to California in 1850, where he became a
member of the celebrated "Vigilance Committee"
at San Francisco, and, in 1856, delivered the first
Republican speech there. From 1861 to 1871, he
practiced law in Chicago; the latter year was
appointed District Attorney for Utah, serving
two years, in 1878 removing to Denver, Colo.,
wher-e he died, Feb. 11, 1886. Mr. Bates was an
orator of much reputation, and was selected to
express the thanks of the citizens of Chicago to
Gen. B. J. Sweet, commandant of Camp Douglas,
after the detection and defeat of the Camp Douglas conspiracy in November, 1864 a duty which
he performed in an address of great eloquence.
At an early day he married the widow of Dr.
Alexander Wolcott, for a number of years previous to 1830 Indian Agent at Chicago, his wife

—

being a daughter of John Kinzie, the

first

white

settler of Chicago.

BATH, a village of Mason County, on the
Jacksonville branch of the Chicago, Peoria & St.
Louis Railway, 8 miles south of Havana. Popu'

lation (1880), 439; (1890), 384; (1900), 330.
BAY LIS, a corporate village of Pike County,
line of the Wabash Railway, 40 miles
southeast of Qaincy; has one newspaper. Popu-

on the main

lation (1890), 368; (1900), 340.

BAYLISS,

Alfred, Superintendent of Public

was born about 1846, served as a
private in the First Michigan Cavalry the last
two years of the Civil War, and graduated from
Instruction,

Hillsdale College (Mich.), in 1870, supporting
himself during his college course by work upon a
farm and teaching. After serving three years as
County Superintendent of Schools in La Grange
County, Ind., in 1874 he came to Illinois and
entered upon the vocation of a teacher in the
northern part of the State. He served for some
time as Superintendent of Schools for the city of
Sterling, afterwards becoming Principal of the
Township High School at Streator, where he was,
in 1898, when he received the nomination for the
office of State Superintendent of Public Instruction, to

which he was elected

in

November follow-
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BEARD, Thomas,

pioneer and founder of the

was born

111.,

Washington County, N.

in Granville,

taken to
Northeastern Ohio in 1800, and, in 1818, removed
to Illinois, living for a time about Edwardsville
and Alton. In 1820 he went to the locality of
the present city of Beardstown, and later established there the first ferry across the Illinois
River. In 1827, in conjunction with Enoch
March of Morgan County, he entered the land on
Y.,

in 1795,

which Beardstown was platted

in 1829.

Died, at

Beardstown, in November, 1849.
BEARDSTOWN, a city in Cass County, on the
Illinois River, being the intersecting point for
the Baltimore & Ohio Southwestern and the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railways, and the
northwestern terminus of the former. It is 111
miles north of St. Louis and 90 miles south of
Peoria.

Thomas Beard,

for

whom

the town was

named, settled here about 1820 and soon afterwards established the first ferry across the Illinois River. In 1827 the land was patented by
Beard and Enoch March, and the town platted,
and, during the Black Hawk War of 1832, it
became a principal base of supplies for the Illinois volunteers. The city has six churches and

three schools (including a high school), two banks
and two daily newspapers. Several branches of
manufacturing are carried on here flouring and

—

saw

cooperage works, an axe-handle factory, two button factories, two stave factories,
one shoe factory, large machine shops, and others
The river is spanned here by
of less importance.
mills,

a fine railroad bridge, costing some §300,000.
Population (1890), 4,226; (1900), 4,827.
BEAUBIEN, Jean Baptiste, the second pe:

manent

site of Chicago, was bo:"i
became clerk of a fur-trader ac
Grand River, married an Ottawa woman for h v
first wife, and, in 1800, had a trading-post at Mi_waukee, which he maintained until 1818. Ho

settler

on the

at Detroit in 1780,

visited Chicago as early as 1804, bought a cabio.
there soon after the Fort Dearborn massacre oJ
1812, married the daughter of Francis La Framboise, a French trader, and, in 1818, became
agent of the American Fur Company, having
charge of trading posts at Mackinaw and elsewhere. After 1823 he occupied the buildingknown as "the factory," just outside of Fort Dear«
born, which had belonged to the Government,
but removed to a farm on the Des Plaines in 1840.
Out of the ownership of this building grew his
claim to the right, in 1835, to enter seventy-five
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acres of land belonging to the Fort Dearborn
reservation. The claim was allowed by the Land

and sustained by the State courts,
but disallowed by the Supreme Court of the
United States after long litigation. An attempt
was made to revive this claim in Congress in
1878, but it was reported upon adversely by a
Senate Committee of which the late Senator
Thomas F. Bayard was chairman. Mr. Beaubien
was evidently a man of no little prominence in
his day.
He led a company of Chicago citizens
to the Black Hawk War in 1832, was appointed
by the Governor the first Colonel of Militia for
Cook County, and, in 1850, was commissioned
Brigadier-General. In 1858 he removed to Nashville, Tenn., and died there, Jan. 5, 1863.
Mark
(Beaubien), a younger brother of Gen. Beaubien,
was born in Detroit in 1800, came to Chicago in
1826, and bought a log house of James Kinzie, in
which he kept a hotel for some time. Later, he
erected the first frame building in Chicago, which
was known as the "Sauganash," and in which he
kept a hotel until 1834. He also engaged in merchandising, but was not successful, ran the first
ferry across the South Branch of the Chicago
River, and served for many years as lighthouse
keeper at Chicago. About 1834 the Indians transferred to him a reservation of 640 acres of land on
the Calumet, for which, some forty years afterwards, he received a patent which had been
signed by Martin Van Buren he having previously been ignorant of its existence. He was
married twice and had a family of twenty-two
children.
Died, at Kankakee, 111., April 16, 1881.
Madore B. (Beaubien), the second son of
General Beaubien by his Indian wife, was born
on Grand River in Michigan, July 15, 1809, joined
his father in Chicago, was educated in a Baptist
Mission School where Niles, Mich., now stands;
was licensed as a merchant in Chicago in 1831,
but failed as a business man; served as Second
Lieutenant of the Naperville Company in the
Black Hawk War, and later was First Lieutenant
of a Chicago Company. His first wife was a
white woman, from whom he separated, afterwards marrying an Indian woman. He left Illinois with the Pottawatomies in 1840, resided at
Council Bluffs and, later, in Kansas, being for
many years the official interpreter of the tribe
and, for some time, one of six Commissioners
employed by the Indians to look after their
affairs with the United States Government.
Alexander (Beaubien), son of General Beaubien by his white wife, was born in one of the
buildings belonging to Fort Dearborn, Jan. 28,
Office officials

—

—

1822.
In 1840 he accompanied his father to his
farm on the Des Plaines, but returned to Chicago
in 1862, and for years past has been employed on

the Chicago police force.

BEBB,

William, Governor of Ohio, was born
Hamilton County in that State in 1802 taught
school at North Bend, the home of William Henry
Harrison, studied law and practiced at Hamilton
served as Governor of Ohio, 1846-48 later led a
in

;

;

Welsh colony

to Tennessee, but left at the out-

break of the Civil War, removing to Winnebago
County, 111., where he had purchased a large
body of land. He was a man of uncompromising
loyalty and high principle served as Examiner
of Pensions by appointment of President Lincoln
and, in 1868, took a prominent part in the campaign which resulted in Grant's first election to
the Presidency. Died at Rockford, Oct. 23, 1873.
A daughter of Governor Bebb married Hon.
John P. Reynolds, for many years the Secretary
of the Illinois State Agricultural Society, and,
during the World's Columbian Exposition,
Director-in-Chief of the Illinois Board of World's
Fair Commissioners.
BECKER, Charles St. N., ex-State Treasurer,
was born in Germany, June 14, 1840, and brought
to this country by his parents at the age of 11
years, the family settling in St. Clair County, 111.
Early in the Civil War he enlisted in the Twelfth
Missouri regiment, and, at the battle of Pea
;

Ridge, was so severely wounded that it was
found necessary to amputate one of his legs. In
1866 he was elected Sheriff of St. Clair County,
and, from 1872 to 1880, he served as clerk of the
St. Clair

Circuit Court.

He

also served several

terms as a City Councilman of Belleville. In 1888
he was elected State Treasurer on the Republican
ticket, serving from Jan. 14, 1889, to Jan. 12, 1891.
BECKWITH, Corydon, lawyer and jurist, was
born in Vermont in 1823, and educated at Provi-

He read law
I., and Wrentham, Mass.
and was admitted to the bar in St. Albans, Vt.,
where he practiced for two years. In 1853 he
removed to Chicago, and, in January, 1864, was
appointed by Governor Yates a Justice of the
Supreme Court, to fill the five remaining months
of the unexpired term of Judge Caton, who had
On retiring from the bench he reresigned.
sumed private practice. Died, August 18, 1890.
BECKWITH, Hiram Williams, lawyer and
author, was born at Danville, 111., March 5, 1833.
dence, R.

Mr. Beckwith's father, Dan W. Beckwith, a pioneer settler of Eastern Illinois and one of the
founders of the city of Danville, was a native of
Wyalusing, Pa., where he was born about 1789,
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mother being, in her girlhood, Hannah York,
one of the survivors of the famous Wyoming
massacre of 1778. In 1817, the senior Beckwith,
in company with his brother George, descended
the Ohio River, afterwards ascending the Wabash
to where Terre Haute now stands, but finally
locating in what is now a part of Edgar County,
111.
A year later he removed to the vicinity of
the present site of the city of Danville. Having
been employed for a time in a surveyor's
corps, he finally became a surveyor himself, and,
on the organization of Vermilion County, served
for a time as County Surveyor by appointment of
the Governor, and was also employed by the
General Government in surveying lands in the
eastern part of the State, some of the Indian
reservations in that section of the State being
In connection with Guy W.
set off by him.
Smith, then Receiver of Public Moneys in the
Land Office at Palestine, 111., he donated the
ground on which the county-seat of Vermilion
County was located, and it took the name of Dan"Dan." In 1830 he
ville from his first name
was elected Representative in the State Legislature for the District composed of Clark, Edgar,
and Vermilion Counties, then including all that
section of the State between Crawford County
and the Kankakee River. He died in 1835.
Hiram, the subject of this sketch, thus left
fatherless at less than three years of age, received
only such education as was afforded in the common schools of that period. Nevertheless, he
began the study of law in the Danville office of
Lincoln & Lamon, and was admitted to practice
in 1854, about the time of reaching his majority.
He continued in their office and, on the removal
of Lamon to Bloomington in 1859, he succeeded
to the business of the firm at Danville. Mr.
Lamon who, on Mr. Lincoln's accession to the
Presidency in 1861, became Marshal of the District of Columbia
was distantly related to Mr.
Beckwith by a second marriage of the mother of
the latter. While engaged in the practice of his
profession, Mr. Beckwith has been over thirty
years a zealous collector of records and other
material bearing upon the early history of Illinois
and the Northwest, and is probably now the
owner of one of the most complete and valuable
his

—

—

—

collections of

Americana

in Illinois.

He

is

also

the author of several monographs on historic
themes, including "The Winnebago War," "The
Illinois and Indiana Indians," and "Historic
Notes of the Northwest," published in the "Fergus Series," besides having edited an edition of
"Reynolds' History of Illinois" (published by the

same
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which he has enriched by the addition
During 1895-96 he contributed
a series of valuable articles to "The Chicago
Tribune" on various features of early Illinois and
Northwest history. In 1890 he was appointed by
Governor Fifer a member of the first Board of
firm)

,

of valuable notes.

Trustees of the Illinois State Historical Library,
serving until the expiration of his term in 1894,
and was re-appointed to the same position by
Governor Tanner in 1897, in each case being
chosen President of the Board.
BEECHER, Charles A., attorney and railway

was born

Herkimer County, N. Y.,
removed with his
family to Licking County, Ohio, where he lived
upon a farm until he reached the age of 18 years.
Having taken a course in the Ohio Wesleyan
University at Delaware, in 1854 he removed to

solicitor,

August

Illinois,

in

27, 1829, but,

in 1836,

locating at Fairfield,

and began the study of law
brother,

Wayne

County,

in the office of his

Edwin Beecher, being admitted

to prac-

In 1867 he united with others in the
organization of the Illinois Southeastern Railroad projected from Shawneetown to Edgewood
on the Illinois Central in Effingham County.
This enterprise was consolidated, a year or two
later, with the Pana, Springfield & Northwestern, taking the name of the Springfield & Illinois
Southeastern, under which name it was constructed and opened for traffic in 1871. (This
line which Mr. Beecher served for some time
as Vice-President now constitutes the Beardstown & Shawneetown Division of the Baltimore
& Ohio Southwestern.) The Springfield & Illinois Southeastern Company having fallen into
financial difficulty in 1873, Mr. Beecher was
appointed receiver of the road, and, for a time,
had control of its operation as agent for the bondholders.
In 1875 the line was conveyed to the
Ohio & Mississippi Railroad (now a part of the
Baltimore & Ohio), when Mr. Beecher became
General Counsel of the controlling corporation,
tice in 1855.

—

—

Since that date he has
so remaining until 1888.
been one of the assistant counsel of the Baltimore

&

Ohio system. His present home is in Cincinalthough for over a quarter of a century he
has been prominently identified with one of the
most important railway enterprises in Southern
Illinois.
In politics Mr. Beecher has always been
a Republican, and was one of the few in Wayne
County who voted for Fremont in 1856, and for
nati,

Lincoln in 1860.
He was also a member of
the Republican State Central Committee of
Illinois from 1860 for a period of ten or twelve
years.
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BEECHER, Edward,

D. D., clergyman and
East Hampton, L. I.,
August 27, 1803 the son of Rev. Lyman Beecher
and the elder brother of Henry Ward graduated
at Yale College in 1822, taught for over a year at
Hartford, Conn., studied theology, and after a
year's service as tutor in Yale College, in
1826 was ordained pastor of the Park Street
In 1830
Congregational Church in Boston.
he became President of Illinois College at
Jacksonville, remaining until 1844, when he
resigned and returned to Boston, serving as
pastor of the Salem Street Church in that
city until 185(3, also acting as senior editor of
"The Congregationalist" for four years. In 1856
he returned to Illinois as pastor of the First Congregational Church at Galesburg, continuing
until 1871, when he removed to Brooklyn, where
he resided without pastoral charge, except 188589, when he was pastor of the Parkville CongreWhile President of Illinois
gational Church.
College, that institution was exposed to much
hostile criticism on account of his outspoken
opposition to slavery, as shown by his participation in founding the first Illinois State AntiSlavery Society and his eloquent denunciation of
the murder of Elijah P. Lovejoy. Next to his
brother Henry Ward, he was probably the most
powerful orator belonging to that gifted family,
and, in connection with his able associates in the
faculty of the Illinois College, assisted to give
that institution a wide reputation as a nursery
of independent thought.
Up to a short time
before his death, he was a prolific writer, his
productions (besides editorials, reviews and contributions on a variety of subjects) including
nine or ten volumes, of which the most important are: "Statement of Anti-Slavery Principles
and Address to the People of Illinois" (1837);
"A Plea for Illinois College"; "History of the
educator,

was born

at

—

;

"The Concord of Ages"
"Papal
"The Conflict of Ages" (1854)
(1853)
Conspiracy Exposed" (1854), besides a number
Alton Riots"

(1838);

;

;

of others invariably on religious or anti-slavery
Died in Brooklyn, July 28, 1895.
topics.

BEECHER, William H., clergyman — oldest
son of Rev. Lyman Beecher and brother of
Edward and Henry Ward— was born at East
Hampton, N. Y., educated at home and at Andover, became a Congregationalist clergyman,
occupying pulpits at

Newport, R.

his later years,

dying at

ters in that city,

BEGGS,

June

I.,

Batavia,

came to Chicago in
the home of his daugh-

N. Y., and Cleveland, Ohio

;

23. 1889.

(Rev.) Stephen R.. pioneer Methodist

•

Episcopal preacher, was born in Buckingham
County, Va., March 30, 1801. His father, who
was opposed to slavery, moved to Kentucky in
1805, but remained there only two years, when he
removed to Clark County, Ind. The son enjoyed
but poor educational advantages here, obtaining
his education chiefly by his own efforts in what
he called "Brush College." At the age of 21 he
entered the ministry of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, during the next ten years traveling
different circuits in Indiana.
In 1831 he was
appointed to Chicago, but the Black Hawk War
coming on immediately thereafter, he retired to
Plainfield.
Later he traveled various circuits in
Illinois, until 1868, when he was superannuated,
occupying his time thereafter in writing reminiscences of his early history. A volume of this
character published by him, was entitled "Pages

from the Early History of the West and Northwest." He died at Plainfield, 111., Sept. 9, 1895,
in the 95th year of his age.
BEIDLER, Henry, early settler, was born of
German extraction in Bucks County, Pa., Nov.
27, 1812;

came

to Illinois in 1843, settling first at

where he carried on the grocery
business for five years, then removed to Chicago
and engaged in the lumber trade in connection
with a brother, afterwards carrying on a large
lumber manufacturing business at Muskegon,
Mich., which proved very profitable. In 1871
Mr. Beidler retired from the lumber trade, in-

Springfield,

vesting largely in west side real estate in the city
of Chicago, which appreciated rapidly in value,
making him one of the most wealthy real estate
owners in Chicago. Died, March 16, 1893. Jacob
(Beidler), brother of the preceding, was born ( in
Bucks County, Penn., in 1815; came west in
1842, first began working as a carpenter, but
later engaged in the grocery business with his
brother at Springfield, 111. in 1844 removed to
Chicago, where he was joined by his brother four
years later, when they engaged largely in the
lumber trade. Mr. Beidler retired from business
;

in 1891, devoting his attention to large real estate

investments. He was a liberal contributor to
religious, educational and benevolent institutions.

Died in Chicago, March

15, 1898.

Holmes, educator, was
born in Philadelphia, Nov. 17, 1837; was educated
at an Iowa College, and for a time was tutor in
the same during the War of the Rebellion served
in the army of the Cumberland, first as Lieutenant and afterwards as Adjutant of the Eighth
Iowa Cavalry, still later being upon the staff of
Gen. E. M. McCook, and taking part in the

BELFIELD, Henry

;
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and Nashville

campaigns.

While

a
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Judge of Lawrence County, being elected to the
office in 1894.
He was also President

prisoner in the hands of the rebels he was placed
under fire of the Union batteries at Charleston.

ftime

Coming

was merged into the Cairo & Vincennes
Road in 1867 later became President of the St.
Louis & Mt. Carmel Railroad, now a part of the
Louisville, Evansville & St. Louis line, and
secured the construction of the division from

to Chicago in I860, he served as Principal

in various public schools,

including the North
of the earliest advocates of manual training, and, on the
establishment of the Chicago Manual Training
School in 1884, was appointed its Director
position which he has continued to occupy.
During 1891-92 he made a trip to Europe by
appointment of the Government, to investigate
the school systems in European countries.
BELKNAP, Hugh Reid, ex-Member of Congress,
was born in Keokuk, Iowa, Sept. 1, 1860, being
the son of W. W. Belknap, for some time Secretary of War under President Grant. After
attending the public schools of his native city,
he took a course at Adams Academy, Quincy,
Division

High

School.

He was one

—

and at Phillips Academy, Andover, when
he entered the service of the Baltimore & Ohio
Railroad, where he remained twelve years in
various departments, finally becoming Chief
Clerk of the General Manager. In 1892 he retired
from this position to become Superintendent of
the South Side Elevated Railroad of Chicago,
lie never held any political position until nominated (1894) as a Republican for the Fifty-fourth
Congress, in the strongly Democratic Third DisAlthough the returns showed
trict of Chicago.
a plurality of thirty -one votes for his Democratic
opponent (Lawrence McGann), a recount proved
him elected, when, Mr. McGann having voluntarily withdrawn, Mr. Belknap was unanimously
awarded the seat. In 1896 he was re-elected
from a District usually strongly Democratic,
receiving a plurality of 590 votes, but was
defeated by his Democratic opponent in 1898, retiring from Congress, March 3, 1899, when lie received an appointment as Paymaster in the Army
from President McKinley, with the rank of Major.
BELL, Robert, lawyer, was bom in Lawrence
County, 111., in 1829, educated at Mount Carmel
and Indiana State University at Bloomington,
graduating from the law department of the
latter in 1855; while yet in his minority edited
"The Mount Carmel Register," during 1851-52
becoming joint owner and editor of the same
with his brother, Victor D. Bell. After graduation he opened an office at Fairfield, Wayne
County, but, in 1857, returned to Mount Carmel
and from 1864 was the partner of Judge E. B.
Green, until the appointment of the latter Chief
Justice of Oklahoma by President Harrison in
1890.
In 1869 Mr. Bell was appointed County
Mass.,

of

the

until

Illinois

Southern

Company

Railroad

it

;

Princeton, Ind., to Albion, 111.
as Special Agent

In 1876 he visited
of the Treasury
Department to investigate alleged frauds in the
Revenue Districts on the Pacific Coast in 1878
was an unsuccessful candidate for Congress on
the Republican ticket in the strong Democratic
Nineteentli District; was appointed, the same
year, a member of the Republican State Central
Committee for the State-at-large, and, in 1881,
California

;

officiated

by appointment of President Garfield,
examine a section of the

as Commissioner to

Atlantic

Judge

&

Pacific

Railroad

in

Bell is a gifted stump-speaker

in the southeastern part

of

New
and

Mexico.
is

the State

known

the
"Silver-tongued Orator of the Wabash."
BELLEVILLE, the county-seat of St. Clair
County, a city and railroad center, 14 miles south
of east from St. Louis. It is one of the oldest
towns in the State, having been selected as the
as

county-seat in 1814 and platted in 1815. It lies
in the center of a rich agricultural and coal-bearing district and contains numerous factories of
various descriptions, including flouring mills, a

woiks and shoe factories. It has
newspaper establishments, two being German, which issue daily editions. Its commercial
and educational facilities are exceptionally good.
nail mill, glass

five

Its population is largely of German
Population (1890), 15,361; (1900), 17,484.

descent.

BELLEVILLE, CEXTKALIA & EASTERN
RAILROAD. (See Louisville, Evansville & St.
Louis (Consolidated) Railroad.)

BELLEVILLE & CARONDELET RAILROAD,
a short line of road extending from Belleville to
East Carondelet, 111., 17.3 miles. It was chartered
Feb. 20, 1881, and leased to the St. Louis, Alton
& Terre Haute Railroad Company, June 1, 1883.
The annual rental is §30, 000, a sum equivalent to
the interest on the bonded debt. The capital
stock (1895) is §500,000 and the bonded debt §485,000.
In addition to these sums the floating debt
swells the entire capitalization to §995,054 or §57,317 per mile.

BELLEVILLE & ELDORADO RAILROAD,
a road 50.4 miles in length running from Belleville to Duquoin, 111.
It was chartered Feb. 22,
On July 1,
1861, and completed Oct. 31, 1871.
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1880, it was leased to the St Louis, Alton &
Terre Haute Railroad Company for 486 years, and
has since been operated by that corporation in
connection with its Belleville branch, from East
St. Louis to Belleville.
At Eldorado the road
intersects the Cairo & Vincennes Railroad and
the Shawneetown branch of the St. Louis &
Southeastern Railroad, operated by the Louisville
& Nashville Railroad Company. Its capital
stock (1895) is §1,000,000 and its bonded debt
The corporate office is at Belleville.
$550,000.

BELLEVILLE & ILL1N0IST0WN RAILROAD.
(See St. Louis, Alton

&

Terre

Haute Railroad.)

BELLEVILLE & SOUTHERN ILLINOIS
RAILROAD, a road (laid with steel rails) running from Belleville to Duquoin,

111.,

56.4 miles

was chartered Feb. 15, 1857, and
completed Dec. 15, 1873. At Duquoin it connects
with the Illinois Central and forms a short line
between St. Louis and Cairo. Oct. 1, 1866, it was
leased to the St. Louis, Alton & Terre Haute
Railroad Company for 999 years. The capital
in length.

stock

is

It

$1,692,000

The corporate

000.

and the bonded debt

$1,000,-

office is at Belleville.

BELLMONT, a village of Wabash County, on
the Louisville, Evansville & St. Louis Railway, 9
miles west of Mount Carmel. Population (1880),
350; (1890), 487; (1900), 624.

BELT RAILWAY COMPANY OF CHICAGO,
corporation chartered, Nov. 22, 1882, and
the lessee of the Belt Division of the Chicago &
Western Indiana Railroad (which see). Its total
trackage (all of standard gauge and laid with 66-

THE, a

pound steel

rails) is 93.26 miles, distributed as fol-

lows Auburn Junction to Chicago, Milwaukee &
St. Paul Junction, 15.9 miles; branches from Pullman Junction to Iron dale, 111., etc., 5.41 miles;
second track, 14.1 miles; sidings, 57.85 miles.
The cost of construction has been $524,549; capiIt has no funded debt.
tal stock, $1,200,000.
The earnings for the year ending June 30, 1895,
were $556,847, the operating expenses $378,012,
:

and the taxes

$51,009.

BELVIDERE, an incorporated city, the

county-

Boone County, situated on the Kishwaukee River, and on two divisions of the Chicago &
Northwestern Railroad, 78 miles west-northwest
of Chicago and 14 miles east of Rockford is connected with the latter city by electric railroad.
The city has twelve churches, five graded schools,
and three banks (two national). Two daily and
seat of

;

two semi-weekly papers are published

here.

Bel-

videre also has very considerable manufacturing
interests, including manufactories of sewing machines, bicycles, automobiles, besides a large

milk-condensing factory and two creameries.
Population (1890), 3,867; (1900), 6,937.
BEMENT, a village in Piatt County, at intersection of main line and Chicago Division of
Wabash Railroad, 20 miles east of Decatur and
166 miles south-southwest of .Chicago; in agricultural and stock-raising district; has three
grain elevators, broom factory, water- works, electric light plant, four churches, two banks and
weekly paper. Pop. (1890), 1,129; (1900), 1,484.
BENJAMIN, Reuben Moore, lawyer, bora at
Chatham Centre, Columbia County, N. Y., June
29, 1833 was educated at Amherst College, Amherst, Mass. spent one year in the law department of Harvard, another as tutor at Amherst
and, in 1856, came to Bloomington, 111., where, on
an examination certificate furnished by Abraham
;

;

Lincoln, he was licensed to practice. The first
public office held by Mr. Benjamin was that of

Delegate to the State Constitutional Convention,
which he took a prominent part in
shaping the provisions of the new Constitution
relating to corporations. In 1873 he was chosen
County Judge of McLean County, by repeated
re-elections holding the position until 1886, when
of 1869-70, in

he resumed private practice. For more than
twenty years he has been connected with the law
department of Wesleyan University at Bloomington, a part of the time being Dean of the Faculty
is also the author of several volumes of legal
text-books.

BENNETT MEDICAL COLLEGE,

an Eclectic

Medical

School of Chicago, incorporated by
special charter and opened in the autumn of
1868.
Its first sessions were held in two large
rooms its faculty consisted of seven professors,
and there were thirty matriculates. More commodious quarters were secured the following
year, and a still better home after the fire of 1871,
in which all the college property was destroyed.
;

Another change of location was made in 1874.
In 1890 the property then owned was sold and a
new college building, in connection with a hospital, erected in a more quiet quarter of the city.
A free dispensary is conducted by the college.
The teaching faculty (1896) consists of nineteen
professors, with four assistants and demonstraWomen are admitted as pupils on equal
tors.
terms with men.

BENT,

was born in Chibut removed with his family,
in 1856, to Morrison, Whiteside County, where,
two years later, he became an apprentice to the
printing business in the office of "The Whiteside
Sentinel." In June, 1864, he enlisted as a soldier
cago, Dec.

Charles, journalist,
8,

1844,
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in the One Hundred and Fortieth Illinois (100days' regiment) and, on the expiration of his term
of service, re-enlisted in the One Hundred and
Forty -seventh Illinois, being mustered out at
Savannah, Ga., in January, 1866, with the rank
of Second Lieutenant. Then resuming his vocation as a printer, in July, 1867, he purchased the
office of "The Whiteside Sentinel," in which he
learned his trade, and has since been the editor of
that paper, except during 1877-79 while engaged
in writing a "History of Whiteside County."
He is a charter member of the local Grand Army
Post and served on the staff of the Department
Commander was Assistant Assessor of Internal
Revenue during 1 870-73, and, in 1878, was elected
as a Republican to the State Senate for Whiteside and Carroll Counties, serving four years.
Other positions held by him include the office of
City Alderman, member of the State Board of
;

Canal Commissioners (1883-85) and Commissioner
of the Joliet Penitentiary (1889-93). He has also
been a member of the Republican State Central
Committee and served as its Chairman 1886-88.
BENTON, county-seat of Franklin County, on
111. Cent, and Chi. & E. 111. Railroads has electriclight plant, water-works, saddle and harness factory, two banks, two flouring mills, shale brick
and tile works (projected), four churches and
three weekly papers. Pop. (1890), 939 (1900), 1,341.
BERDAN, James, lawyer and County Judge,
was born in New York City, July 4, 1805, and
•educated at Columbia and Yale Colleges, graduating from the latter in the class of 1824. His
father, James Berdan, Sr. came west in the fall
of 1819 as one of the agents of a New York
Emigration Society, and, in January, 1820, visited
the vicinity of the present site of Jacksonville,
111., but died soon after his return, in part from
exposure incurred during his long and arduous
winter journey. Thirteen years later (1832) his
son, the subject of this sketch, came to the same
region, and Jacksonville became his home for the
remainder of his life. Mr. Berdan was a wellread lawyer, as well as a man of high principle
and sound culture, with pure literary and social
Although possessing unusual capabilities,
tastes.
his refinement of character and dislike of ostentation made him seek rather the association and
esteem of friends than public office. In 1849 he
was elected County Judge of Morgan County,
serving by a second election until 1857. Later
he was Secretary for several years of the Tonica
& Petersburg Railroad (at that time in course of
construction), serving until it was merged into
the St. Louis, Jacksonville & Chicago Railroad,
;

;

,

now
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constituting a part of the Jacksonville di& Alton Railroad; also

vision of the Chicago

served for many years as a Trustee of Illinois
College. In the latter years of his life he was, for
a considerable period, the law partner of ex-Governor and ex-Senator Richard Yates.
Judge
Berdan was the ardent political friend and
admirer of Abraham Lincoln, as well as an intimate friend and frequent correspondent of the
poet Longfellow, besides being the correspondent,
during a long period of his life, of a number of
other prominent literary men. Pierre Irving,
the nephew and biographer of Washington Irving,
was his brother-in-law through the marriage of a
favorite sister. Judge Berdan died at Jacksonville,

August

24, 1884.

BERGEN,

(Rev.) John G., pioneer clergyman,
was born at Hightstown, N. J., Nov. 27, 1790;
studied theology, and, after two years' service as
tutor at Princeton and sixteen years as pastor of

a Presbyterian church at Madison, N.

came

to Springfield,

111.,

and

J.,

assisted

in 1828
in

the

church in the
central part of the State, of which he remained
erection of the

first

pastor until 1848.

Protestant

Died,

Springfield,

at

Jan.

17, 1872.

BERGOREN, Augustus W., legislator, born in
Sweden, August 17, 1840; came to the United
States at 16 years of age and located at Oneida,
Knox County, 111. afterwards removing to Gales,

burg;

including that of
Senator
(1881-89)—serving as President pro tern, of the
Senate 1887-89, and was Warden of the State
penitentiary at Joliet, 1888-91. He was for many
years the very able and efficient President of the
Covenant Mutual Life Association of Illinois, and
held

Sheriff oi

is

various

offices,

Knox County

(1873-81), State

now its Treasurer.
BERGIER, (Rev.)

J, a secular priest, born in
France, and an early missionary in Illinois. He
labored among the Tamaroas, being in charge of the
mission at Cahokia from 1700 to his death in 1710.
BERRY, Orville F., lawyer and legislator, was
born in McDonough County, 111., Feb. 16, 1852;
early left an orphan and, after working for some
time on a farm, removed to Carthage, Hancock
County, where he read law and was admitted to
the bar in 1877; in 1883 was elected Mayor of
Carthage and twice re-elected was elected to the
State Senate in 1888 and '92, and, in 1891, took a
prominent part in securing the enactment of the
compulsory education clause in the common
school law. Mr. Berry presided over the Republican State Convention of 1896, the same year was
a candidate for re-election to the State Senate,
;
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but the certificate was awarded to his Democratic
competitor,
plurality.

who was declared elected by
On a contest before the Senate at

ham

the

1872,

session of the Fortieth General Assembly,
the seat was awarded to Mr. Berry on the ground
of illegality in the rulings of the Secretary of
State affecting the vote of his opponent.
first

BERRY,
dier,

(Col.)

was born

William W., lawyer and

in Kentucky, Feb.

22, 1834,

interest in politics and,

of his party.

sol-

tion (1880), 628; (1890), 879; (1900), 477.

in local affairs,

He was an organizer

of

the G. A. R. Post at Quincy and its first Commander, and, in 1884-85, served as Commander of
the State Department of the G. A. R. He organized a Young Men's Republican Club, as he
believed that the young minds should take an
active part in politics. He was one of the com-

mittee of seven appointed by the Governor to
locate the Soldiers' and Sailors' Home for Illinois,
and, after spending six months inspecting various sites offered, the institution was finally
located at Quincy
was also Trustee of Knox
College, at Galesburg, for several years.
He was
frequently urged by his party friends to run for
public office, but it was so much against his
nature to ask for even one vote, that he would
not consent. He died at his home in Quincy,
;

much regretted, May 6, 1895.
BESTOR, George C, legislator,

born in Washington City, April 11, 1811; was assistant document clerk in the House of Representatives eight

came

to Illinois in 1835 and engaged in
business at Peoria; was twice appointed Postmaster of that city (1842 and 1861)

years;

real-estate

and three times elected Mayor served as financial agent of the Peoria & Oquawka (now Chicago,
Burlington & Quincy Railroad), and a Director of
;

the Toledo, Peoria & Warsaw a delegate to the
Whig National Convention of 1852; a State
;

while

and

,

was a leader

Died, in Washington, May 14,
prosecuting a claim against the
Government for the construction of gunboats
during the war.

Lincoln.

BETHALTO, a village of Madison County, on
the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis
Railway, 25 miles north of St. Louis. Popula-

educated at Oxford, Ohio. His home being then
in Covington, he studied law in Cincinnati, and,
at the age of 23, began practice at Louisville, Ky.,
being married two years later to Miss Georgie
Hewitt of Frankfort. Early in 1861 he entered
the Civil War on the Union side as Major of the
Louisville Legion, and subsequently served in
the Army of the Cumberland, marching to the
sea with Sherman and, during the period of his
After the close
service, receiving four wounds.
of the war he was offered the position of Governor of one of the Territories, but, determining
not to go further west than Illinois, declined.
For three years he was located and in practice at
Winchester, 111. but removed to Quincy in 1874,
where he afterwards resided. He always took a

warm

Senator (1858-62), and an ardent friend of Abra-
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BETHANY, a village of Moultrie County, on
Peoria Division 111. Cent. Railroad, 18 miles southeast of Decatur in farming district has one newspaper and four churches. Pop. mostly American
;

;

,

born, (1890), 688; (1900), 873; (1903,

est.), 900.

BETTIE STUART INSTITUTE, an

institu-

young ladies at Springfield, 111. founded
in 1868 by Mrs. Mary McKee Homes, who conducted it for some twenty years, until her death.
Its report for 1898 shows a faculty of ten instructors and 125 pupils.
Its property is valued at
tion for

,

Its course of instruction embraces the
preparatory and classical branches, together with
music, oratory and fine arts.
BEVERIDGE, James H., State Treasurer,
was born in Washington County, N. Y., in 1828;
served as State Treasurer, 1865-67, later acted as
Secretary of the Commission wmich built the
State Capitol. His later years were spent in
superintending a large dairy farm near Sandwich,
De Kalb County, where he died in January, 1896.
BEVERIDGE, John L., ex-Governor, was born
in Greenwich. N. Y., July 6, 1824; came to Illinois, 1842, and, after spending some two years in
Granville Academy and Rock River Seminary,
went to Tennessee, where he engaged in teaching
while studying law. Having been admitted to
the bar, he returned to Illinois in 1851, first locating at Sycamore, but three years later established
himself in Chicago. During the first year of the
war he assisted to raise the Eighth Regiment Illinois Cavalry, and was commissioned first as Captain and still later Major; two years later
became Colonel of the Seventeenth Cavalry,
which he commanded to the close of the war,
being mustered out, February, 1866, with the
rank of brevet Brigadier-General. After the war
he held the office of Sheriff of Cook County four
years; in 1870 was elected to the State Senate,
and, in the following year, Congressman-at-large
to succeed General Logan, elected to the United
States Senate; resigned this office in January,
1873, having been elected Lieutenant-Governor,
and a few weeks later succeeded to the governorship by the election of Governor Oglesby to the
United States Senate. In 1881 he was appointed.

$23,500.
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by President Arthur, Assistant United States
Treasurer for Chicago, serving until after CleveHis present home (1898), is
land's first election.
near Los Angeles, Cal.
BIENVILLE, Jean Baptiste le Moyne, Sieur
de, was born at Montreal, Canada, Feb. 23, 1680,
and was the French Governor of Louisiana at the
time the Illinois country was" included in that
province. He had several brothers, a number of
whom played important parts in the early history
of the province.
ana, in

Bienville

company with

first

visited Louisi-

his brother Iberville, in

to establish a French
colony near the mouth of the Mississippi. The
first settlement was made at Biloxi, Dec. 6, 1699,
and Sanvolle, another brother, was placed in
charge. The latter was afterward made Governor
of Louisiana, and, at his death (1701), he was
succeeded by Bienville, who transferred the seat
of government to Mobile. In 1704 he was joined
by his brother Chateaugay, who brought seventeen settlers from Canada. Soon afterwards
1698,

their object being

Iberville died,

and Bienville was recalled

to

county in the Territorial Legislatures of
diana and

Illinois.

In

Died, in St. Clair County

in 1827.

BIGGSVILLE,

a village of Henderson County
& Quincy Railroad
15 miles northeast of Burlington; lias a bank and
two newspapers; considerable grain and livestock are shipped here. Population (1880), 358

on the Chicago, Burlington

(1890), 487;

BIG

(1900), 417.

MUDDY RIVER, a stream

formed by the
union of two branches which rise in Jefferson
County. It runs south and southwest through
Franklin and Jackson Counties, and enters the
Mississippi about five miles below Grand Tower.
Its length is estimated at 140 miles.
BILLINGS, Albert Merritt, capitalist, was
born in New Hampshire, April 19, 1814, educated
in the

common

and
became Sheriff of
Later he was proprietor

schools of his native State

Vermont, and, at the age of

Windsor County,

Vt.,

22,

for a time of the mail stage-coach line

between

Concord, N. H., and Boston, but, having sold out,
invested his means in the securities of the Chi-

colored aborigines for negroes from the West
Indies, three Indians to be reckoned as equiva-

Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway and became
with the business interests of Chicago.
In the '50's he became associated with Cornelius
K. Garrison in the People's Gas Company of Chicago, of which he served as President from 1859
to 1888.
In 1890 Mr. Billings became extensively

In 1713 Cadillac was sent out

interested in the street railway enterprises of Mr.

France in 1707, but was reinstated the following
Finding the Indians worthless as tillers of
year.
the soil, he seriously suggested to the home government the expediency of trading off the copper-

lent to

two

blacks.

as Governor, Bienville being made LieutenantGovernor. The two quarreled. Cadillac was

.
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superseded by Epinay in 1717, and, in 1718, Law's
first expedition arrived (see Company of the
West), and brought a Governor's commission for
Bienville.
The latter soon after founded New
Orleans, which became the seat of government
for the province (which then included Illinois), in
1723.
In January, 1724, he was again summoned
to France to answer charges; was removed in
disgrace in 1726, but reinstated in 1733 and given
the rank of Lieutenant-General. Failing in various expeditions against the Chickasaw Indians,
he was again superseded in 1743, returning to
France, where he died in 1768.
BIGGS, William, pioneer, Judge and legislator,
was born in Maryland in 1753, enlisted in the
Revolutionary army, and served as an officer
under Colonel George Rogers Clark in the expedition for the capture of Illinois from the British
in 1778. He settled in Bellefontaine (now Monroe
County) soon after the close of the war. He was
Sheriff of St. Clair
later Justice of the

of

Common

County for many years, and
Peace and Judge of the Court

Pleas.

He

also

represented

his

cago,

identified

Holmes, resulting in his becoming the proMemphis,
Tenn., valued, in 1897, at §3,000,000. In early
life he had been associated with Commodore
Vanderbilt in the operation of the Hudson River
steamboat lines of the latter. In addition to his
other business enterprises, he was principal
owner and, during the last twenty-five years of
C. B.

prietor of the street railway system at

his

President of the Home National and
Savings Banks of Chicago. Died, Feb. 7,
leaving an estate valued at several millions

life,

Home
1897,

of dollars.

BILLINGS, Henry W., was born at Conway,
11, 1814, graduated at Amherst Col-

Mass., July

twenty years of age, and began the study
Judge Foote, of Cleveland, Ohio, was
admitted to the bar two years later and practiced
there some two years longer. He then removed
lege at

of law with

to St. Louis,

Mo., later resided

Waterloo and Cairo,

111.,

for a

time at

but, in 1845, settled at

Alton; was elected Mayor of that city in 1851,
and the first Judge of the newly organized City
Court, in 1859, serving in this position six years.

In 1869 he was elected a Delegate from Madison
County to the State Constitutional Convention of
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1869-70, but died before the expiration of the session,

on April

BIRKBECK,

Morris, early colonist, was born

England about 1762 or
America in 1817, and settled
in

111.

1763,

emigrated to

Edwards County,
He purchased a large tract of land and inin

duced a large colony of English artisans, laborers

and farmers to settle upon the same, founding
the town of New Albion. He was an active, uncompromising opponent of slavery, and was an
important factor in defeating the scheme to make
He was appointed SecreIllinois a slave State.
tary of State by Governor Coles in October, 1824,
but resigned at the end of three months, a hostile
Legislature having refused to confirm him. A
strong writer and a frequent contributor to the
press, his letters and published works attracted
attention both in this country and in Europe.
Principal among the latter were: "Notes on a
Journey Through France" (1815); "Notes on a
Journey Through America" (1818), and "Letters

Died from drowning in
aged about 63 years. (See Slavery and
Slave Laws.)
BISSELL, William H., first Republican Governor of Illinois, was born near Cooperstown,
N. Y., on April 25, 1811, graduated in medicine at
Philadelphia in 1835, and, after practicing a short
time in Steuben County, N. Y., removed to Monroe County, 111. In 1840 he was elected a Representative in the General Assembly, where he soon
attained high rank as a debater. He studied law
and practiced in Belleville, St. Clair County, becoming Prosecuting Attorney for that county in
1844. He served as Colonel of the Second Illinois
Volunteers during the Mexican War, and achieved

from

Illinois" (1818).

1825,

distinction at

when, as Colonel of the 37th 111. Vol. Inf., he
rank of BrevetBrigadier-General
was admitted to the bar in 1857, and after practicing at Danville, Champaign and Urbana, in 1885
was appointed Commissioner of Pensions, serving
until 1889, when he removed to Chicago; served as
Congressman-at-large (1893-95), and U. S. District
Attorney (1895-99) Commander of the Loyal
Legion and of the G. A. R. (Department of
Illinois) was elected Commander-in-Chief of the
1865,

retired with the

19, 1870.

Buena Vista. He represented
from 1849 to 1855, being

nois in Congress

Illi-

first

On the passage of the Kansas-Nebraska Bill, he left the Democratic party and, in 1856, was elected Governor on
the Republican ticket. While in Congress he was
challenged by Jefferson Davis after an interchange of heated words respecting the relative
elected as an Independent Democrat.

courage of Northern and Southern soldiers,
spoken in debate. Bissell accepted the challenge,
naming muskets at thirty paces. Mr. Davis's
friends objected, and the duel never occurred.
Died in office, at Springfield, 111., March 18, 1860.
BLACK, John Charles, lawyer and soldier,
born at Lexington, Miss., Jan. 29, 1839, at eight
years of age came with his widowed mother to
Illinois; while a student at Wabash College, Ind.,
in April, 1861, enlisted in the Union army, serving gallantly and with distinction until Aug. 15,

;

;

Grand Army

at the Grand Encampment, 1903.
Gen. Black received the honorary degree of A.M.
from his Alma Mater and that of LL. D from Knox
College; in January, 1904, was appointed by
President Roosevelt member of the U. S. Civil
Service Commission, and chosen its President.

BLACKBURN UNIVERSITY,

located at Car-

Macoupin County. It owes its origin to
the efforts of Dr. Gideon Blackburn, who, having
induced friends in the East to unite with him in
the purchase of Illinois lands at Government
price, in 1837 conveyed 16,656 acres of these
linville,

lands, situated in ten different counties, in trust

for the founding of

an institution

of learning,

intended particularly "to qualify young men for
the gospel ministry." The citizens of Carlinville
donated funds wherewith to purchase eighty
acres of land, near that city, as a site, which was
included in the deed of trust. The enterprise
lay dormant for many years, and it was not until
1857 that the institution was formally incorporated, and ten years later it was little more than
a high school, giving one course of instruction
considered particularly adapted to prospective
students of theology. At present (1898) there
are about 110 students in attendance, a faculty
of twelve instructors, and a theological, as well as
preparatory and collegiate departments. The
institution owns property valued at $110,000, of
which §50,000 is represented by real estate and
$40,000

by endowment funds.

BLACK HAWK, a

Chief of the Sac tribe of

Indians, reputed to have been born at Kaskaskia
(It is also claimed that he was born on
Rock River, as well as within the present limits
of Hancock County. ) Conceiving that his people

in 1767.

had been wrongfully despoiled of lands belonging
what is commonly known as the Black Hawk War. His
Indian name was Makabaimishekiakiak, signifying Black Sparrow Hawk. He was ambitious, but
susceptible to flattery, and while having many of
the qualities of leadership, was lacking in moral
force.
He was always attached to British interests, and unquestionably received British aid of a
to them, in 1832 he inaugurated
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substantial sort. After his defeat lie was made
the ward of Keokuk, another Chief, which
humiliation of his pride broke his heart. He died

on a reservation
1838,

aged

set apart for

His body

71.

exhumed nine months

is

him

in Iowa, in

said to

after death,

and

have been
his articu-

alleged to have been preserved
in the rooms of the Burlington (la.) Historical
lated skeleton

is

Society until 1855,

when

it

was destroyed by

Hawk War:
BLACKSTONE, Timothy

(See also Black

fire.

Appendix.)
B., Railway Presi-

at Branford, Conn., March 28,
After receiving a common school education, supplemented by a course in a neighboring
academy, at 18 he began the practical study of
engineering in a corps employed by the New
dent,

was born

1829.

York & New Hampshire Railway Company, and
the same year became assistant engineer on the
Stockbridge & Pittsfield Railway. While thus
employed he applied himself diligently to the
study of the theoretical science of engineering,
and, on coming to Illinois in 1851, was qualified
to accept and fill the position of division engineer

(from Bloomington to Dixon) on the Illinois Central Railway.
On the completion of the main
line of that road in 1855, he was appointed Chief
Engineer of the Joliet & Chicago Railroad, later

becoming

financially

interested

therein,

and

being chosen President of the corporation on the
completion of the line. In January, 1864, the
Chicago & Joliet was leased in perpetuity to the
Chicago & Alton Railroad Company. Mr. Blackstone then became a Director in the latter organization and, in April following, was chosen its
President. This office he filled uninterruptedly
until April 1,1899, when the road passed into the
hands of a syndicate of other lines. He was also
one of the original incorporators of the Union
Stock Yards Company, and was its President from
1864 to 1868. His career as a railroad man was conspicuous for its long service, the uninterrupted
success of his management of the enterprises
entrusted to his hands and his studious regard for
the interests of stockholders. This was illustrated
by the fact that, for some thirty years, the Chicago
& Alton Railroad paid dividends on its preferred
and common stock, ranging from 6 to 8% per cent
per annum, and, on disposing of his stock consequent on the transfer of the line to a new corporation in 1899, Mr. Blackstone rejected offers for his
stock aggregating nearly one-third of the whole
—which would have netted him $1,000,000 in
excess of the amount received, because he was
unwilling to use his position to reap an advantage
over smaller stockholders. Died, May 26, 1900.

—

BLACKWELL,

Robert
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lawyer, was born

S.,

He

belonged to a
prominent family in the early history of the
State, his father, David Blackwell, who was also
a lawyer and settled in Belleville about 1819,
having been a member of the Second General
Assembly (1820) from St. Clair County, and also
of the Fourth and Fifth. In April, 1823, he was
aj>pointed by Governor Coles Secretary of State,
succeeding Judge Samuel D. Lockwood, afterwards a Justice of the Supreme Court, who had
just received from President Monroe the appointat

Belleville,

111.,

in 1823.

ment

of Receiver of Public Moneys at the
Edwardsville Land Office. Mr. Blackwell served
in the Secretary's office to October, 1824, during
a part of the time acting as editor of 'The Illinois
Intelligencer," which had been removed from
Kaskaskia to Vandalia, and in which he strongly
opposed the policy of making Illinois a slave
State.
He finally died in Belleville. Robert
Blackwell, a brother of David and the uncle of
the subject of this sketch, was joint owner with
Daniel P. Cook, of "The Illinois Herald" afterwards 'The Intelligencer'
at Kaskaskia, in
1816, and in April, 1817, succeeded Cook in the
office of Territorial Auditor of Public Accounts,
being himself succeeded by Elijah C. Berry, who
had become his partner on "The Intelligencer,"
and served as Auditor until the organization of
the State Government in 1818. Blackwell & Berry
were chosen State Printers after the removal of
the State capital to Vandalia in 1820, serving in
this capacity for some years.
Robert Blackwell
located at Vandalia and served as a member of
the House from Fayette Coiinty in the Eighth
and Ninth General Assemblies (1832-36) and in
the Senate, 1840-42. Robert S. the son of David,
and the younger member of this somewhat
famous and historic family whose name stands at
the head of this paragraph, attended the common
schools at Belleville in his boyhood, but in early
manhood removed to Galena, where he engaged
in mercantile pursuits.
He later studied law
with Hon. O. H. Browning at Quincy, beginning
practice at Rushville, where he was associated
for a time with Judge Minshall.
In 1852 he
removed to Chicago, having for his first partner
Corydon Beckwith, afterwards of the Supreme
Court, still later being associated with a number
of prominent lawyers of that day.
He is described by his biographers as "an able lawyer, an
eloquent advocate and a brilliant scholar."
"Blackwell on Tax Titles, " from his pen, has been
accepted by the profession as a high authority on
that branch of law. He also published a revision
'

'

—

—

—

—
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and began an "Abstract
Supreme Court," which had
reached the third or fourth volume at his death,
of the Statutes in 1858,

of Decisions of the

May 16, 1863.
BLAIR, William,

merchant,

Homer, Cortland County, N.

Y.,

was

born

May

20,

at

1818,

being descended through five generations of New
England ancestors. After attending school in
the town of Cortland, which became his father's
residence, at the age of 14 he obtained employment in a stove and hardware store, four years
later (1836) coming to Joliet, 111., to take charge
of a branch store which the firm had established
there.
The next year he purchased the stock and
continued the business on his own account. In
August, 1842, he removed to Chicago, where he
established the earliest and one of the most
extensive wholesale hardware concerns in that
city, with which he remained connected nearly
During this period he was associated
fifty years.
with various partners, including C. B. Nelson,
E. G. Hall, O. W. Belden, James H. Horton and
others, besides, at times, conducting the business
alone.
He suffered by the fire of 1871 in common
with other business men of Chicago, but promptly
resumed business and, within the next two or
three years, had erected business blocks, succes-

on Lake and Randolph Streets, but retired
from business in 1888. He was a Director of the
Merchants' National Bank of Chicago from its
organization in 1865, as also for a time of the
Atlantic & Pacific Telegraph Company and the
Chicago Gaslight & Coke Company, a Trustee of
Lake Forest University, one of the Managers of
the Presbyterian Hospital and a member of the
Chicago Historical Society. Died in Chicago,

sively,

May 10, 1899.
BLAKELY, David,

journalist, was born in
Franklin County, Vt., in 1834; learned the printer's trade and graduated from the University of
Vermont in 1857. He was a member of a musical
family which, under the name of "The Blakely
Family," made several successful tours of the
West. He engaged in journalism at Rochester,
Minn., and, in 1862, was elected Secretary of
State and ex-officio Superintendent of Schools,
serving until 1865, when he resigned and, in
partnership with a brother, bought "The Chicago

Evening Post," with which he was connected at
the time of the great fire and for some time afterward. Later, he returned to Minnesota and
became one of the proprietors and a member of
the editorial staff of "The St. Paul Pioneer-Press.
In his later years Mr. Blakely was President of
the Blakely Printing Company, of Chicago, also

conducting a large printing business in New
York, which was his residence. He was manager
for several years of the celebrated Gilmore Band
of musicians, and also instrumental in organizing
the celebrated Sousa's Band, of which he was
manager up to the time of his decease in New
York, Nov. 7, 1896.

BLAKEMAN, Curtiss, sea-captain,
came from New England

and pioneer

to Madison
settled in what was

settler,

County, 111., in 1819, and
afterwards known as the "Marine Settlement," of
which he was cne of the founders. This settlement, of which the present town of Marine (first
called Madison) was the outcome, took its name
from the fact that several of the early settlers, like
Captain Blakeman, were sea-faring men. Captain
Blakeman became a prominent citizen and represented Madison County in the lower branch of
the Third and Fourth General Assemblies (1822
and 1824), in the former being one of the opponents
of the pro-slavery amendment of the Constitution.
A son of his, of the same name, was a Representative in the Thirteenth, Fifteenth and Sixteenth
General Assemblies from Madison County.

BLANCHARD,

Jonathan, clergyman and edu
Rockingham, Vt., Jan. 19,
1811; graduated at Middlebury College in 1832;

cator,

was born

in

some time, spent two years
Andover Theological Seminary, finally graduating in theology at Lane Seminary, Cincinnati,
in 1838, where he remained nine years as pastor
of the Sixth Presbyterian Church of that city.
Before this time he had become interested in
various reforms, and, in 1843, was sent as a
then, after teaching
in

to the second World's Anti-Slavery
Convention in London, serving as the American
Vice-President of that body. In 1846 he assumed
the Presidency of Knox College at Galesburg,
remaining until 1858, during his connection
with that institution doing much to increase its
capacity and resources. After two years spent in
pastoral work, he accepted (1860) the Presidency
of Wheaton College, which he continued to fill
until 1882, when he was chosen President Emeritus, remaining in this position until his death,

delegate

May

14, 1892.

BLANDIjVSVILLE, a town
County, on the Toledo, Peoria

in

McDonough

& Warsaw

Rail-

road, 26 miles southeast of Burlington, Iowa,

64 miles west by south from Peoria.

and

a shipping point for the grain grown in the surrounding country, and has a grain elevatoi and steam
flour and saw mills.
It also has banks, two
weekly newspapers and several churches. Population

(3

eQ(V

>

877; (1900), 995.

It is
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BLANEY, Jerome Van Zandt, early physician,
born at Newcastle, Del., May 1, 1820; was educated at Princeton and graduated in medicine at
Philadelphia when too young to receive his
diploma in 1842 came west and joined Dr. Daniel
Brainard in founding Rush Medical College at
Chicago, for a time filling three chairs in that
institution also, for a time, occupied the chair of
Chemistry and Natural Philosophy in Northwestern University. In 1861 he was appointed Surgeon, and afterwards Medical Director, in the
army, and was Surgeon-in-Chief on the staff of
General Sheridan at the time of the battle of
Winchester after the war was delegated by the
Government to pay off medical officers in the
Northwest, in this capacity disbursing over $600,000; finally retiring with the rank of LieutenantDied, Dec. 11, 1874.
Colonel.
BLATCHFORD, Eliphalet Wickes, LL.D.,
son of Dr. John Blatchford, was born at Stillwater,
N. Y. May 31, 1826; being a grandson of Samuel
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incorporation, President of the Board of Trustees

from
England, in 1795. He prepared for college at Lansingburg Academy. New York, and at Marion

The Newberry Library; Trustee of the John
Crerar Library; one of the founders and President of the Board of Trustees of the Chicago
Manual Training School; life member of the
Chicago Historical Society; for nearly forty
years President of the Board of Directors of the
Chicago Theological Seminary during his residence in Chicago an officer of the New England
Congregational Church; a corporate member of
the American Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions, and for fourteen years its VicePresident;
a charter member of the City
Missionary Society, and of the Congregational
Club of Chicago; a member of the Chicago
Union League, the University, the Literary and
the Commercial Clubs, of which latter he has
been President. Oct. 7, 1858, Mr. Blatchford was
married to Miss Mary Emily Williams, daughter
of John C.Williams, of Chicago. Seven children
four sons and three daughters have blessed this
union, the eldest son, Paul, being to-day one of
Chicago's valued business men. Mr. Blatchford's
life has been one of ceaseless and successful

College, Mo. finally graduating at Illinois College,

activity in business,

Jacksonville, in the class of 1845. After graduating, he was employed for several years in the law
offices of his uncles, R. M. and E. H. Blatchford,

much

of

;

;

;

;

—

,

Blatchford,

D.D.,who came

to

New York

,

New York. For considerations of health he returned to the West, and, in 1850, engaged in business for himself as a lead manufacturer in St.
Louis, Mo. afterwards associating with him the
late Morris Collins, under the firm name of Blatchford & Collins. In 1854 a branch was established
in Chicago, known as Collins & Blatchford. After
a few years the firm was dissolved, Mr. Blatchford taking the Chicago business, which has
continued as E. W. Blatchford & Co. to the present time. While Mr. Blatchford has invariably
declined political offices, he has been recognized
as a staunch Republican, and the services of few
men have been in Snore frequent request for
positions of trust in connection with educational
and benevolent enterprises. Among the numerous positions of this character which he has been
called to fill are those of Treasurer of the Northwestern Branch of the United States Sanitary
Commission, during the Civil War, to which he
devoted a large part of his time; Trustee of Illinois College (1866-75); President of the Chicago
Academy of Sciences a member, and for seventeen years President, of the Board of Trustees of
the Chicago Eye and Ear Infirmary Trustee of
the Chicago Art Institute Executor and Trustee
of the late Walter L. Newberry, and, since its

and money

;

;

In the giving of time

for Christian, educational

and benevo-

he has been conspicuous for his
generosity, and noted for his valuable counsel and
lent enterprises,

executive ability in carrying these enterprises to
success.

BLATCHFORD, John,

D.D., was born at New(now Bridgeport), Conn., May 24, 1799;
removed in childhood to Lansingburg, N. Y.,
and was educated at Cambridge Academy and
Union College in that State, graduating in 1820.

,

;

and to him Chicago owes

of its prosperity.

field

He
.

N.

finished his theological course at Princeton,
J.

,

in 1823, after

which he ministered

succes-

sively to Presbyterian churches at Pittstown
Stillwater, N. Y.

,

and

in 1830 accepting the pastorate

of the First Congregational Church of BridgeIn 1836 he came to the West, spendport, Conn.

ing the following winter at Jacksonville, 111. and,
in 1837, was installed the first pastor of the First
Presbyterian Church of Chicago, where he
remained until compelled by failing health to
resign and return to the East. In 1841 he accepted the chair of Intellectual and Moral Philosophy at Marion College, Mo., subsequently
assuming the Presidency. The institution having
been purchased by the Free Masons, in 1844, he
,

removed to West Ely, Mo., and thence, in 1847,
to Quincy, 111., where he resided during the
remainder of his
Louis, April

8,

life.

1855.

His death occurred in St.
The churches he served
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strongly to Dr. Blatchford's faithful,
acceptable and successful performance of his
ministerial duties. He was married in 1825 to
Frances Wickes, daughter of Eliphalet Wickes,
Esq. of Jamaica, Long Island, N. Y.
BLEDSOE, Albert Taylor, teacher and lawyer, was born in Frankfort, Ky., Nov. 9, 1809;
graduated at West Point Military Academy in
1830, and, after two years' service at Fort Gibson, Indian Territory, retired from the army in
1832.
During 1833-34 he was Adjunct Professor
testified

,

of Mathematics
College,

Ohio,

and teacher of French at Kenyon
and,

in

1835-36,

Professor

of

Then, havMathematics at Miami University.
ing studied theology, he served for several years
as rector of Episcopal churches in Ohio. In 1838
he settled at Springfield, 111. and began the practice of law, remaining several years, when he
removed to Washington, D. C. Later he became
Professor of Mathematics, first (1848-54) in the
University of Mississippi, and (1854-61) in the
University of Virginia. He then entered the
Confederate service with the rank of Colonel,
but soon became Acting Assistant Secretary of
War in 1863 visited England to collect material
for a work on the Constitution, which was published in 1866, when he settled at Baltimore,
where he began the publication of "The Southern
Review," which became the recognized organ of
the Methodist Episcopal Church South. Later
he became a minister of the Methodist Church.
He gained considerable reputation for eloquence
during his residence in Illinois, and was the
author of a number of works on religious and
political subjects, the latter maintaining the
right of secession; was a man of recognized
Died
ability, but lacked stability of character.
,

;

at Alexandria, Va., Dec.

BLODGETT, Henry

8,

1877.
jurist, was born
At the age of 10

Williams,

at Amherst, Mass., in 1821.

years he removed with his parents to Illinois,
where he attended the district schools, later
returning to Amherst to spend a year at the
Academy. Returning home, he spent the years
1839-42 in teaching and surveying.
In 1842 he
began the study of law at Chicago, being
admitted to the bar in 1845, and beginning practice at Waukegan, 111., where he has continued
to reside. In 1852 he was elected to the lower
house of the Legislature from Lake County, as
an anti-slavery candidate, and, in 1858, to the
State Senate, in the latter serving four years.
He gained distinction as a railroad solicitor, being
employed at different times by the Chicago &
Northwestern, the Chicago, Milwaukee & St.

Paul, the Michigan Southern

and the Pittsburg
Fort Wayne Companies. Of the second named
road he was one of the projectors, procuring its
charter, and being identified with it in the sev-

&

eral capacities of Attorney, Director

and

Presi-

In 1870 President 'Grant appointed him
Judge of the United States District Court for the
dent.

Northern District of Illinois. This position he
continued to occupy for twenty-two years, resigning it in 1892 to accept an appointment by President Cleveland as one of the counsel for the
United States before the Behring Sea Arbitrators
at Paris,

which was

his last official service.

BLOOMINGDALE, a village of Du Page County,
30 miles west

by north from Chicago.

Population

(1880), 226; (1890), 463; (1900), 235.

BLOOMINGTON, the county-seat of McLean
County, a flourishing city and railroad center, 59
miles northeast of Springfield is in a rich agricultural and coal-mining district.
Besides car
shops and repair works employing some 2,000
hands, there are manufactories of stoves, fur;

Nurseries are numerous
and horse breeding receives much
The city is the seat of Illinois Wes-

naces, plows, flour, etc.
in the vicinity

attention.

leyan University, has fine public schools, several

newspapers (two published daily), besides educational and other publications.
The business section suffered a disastrous fire in 1900, but has been
rebuilt more substantially than before.
The principal streets are paved and electric street cars connect with Normal (two miles distant), the site of
the "State Normal University" and "Soldiers' Orphans'

Home."

Pop. (1890), 20,284; (1900), 23,286.

BLOOMINGTON

CONVENTION

OF

1856.

Although not formally called as such, this was
the first Republican State Convention held in
Illinois, out of which grew a permanent Republican organization in the State.
A mass convention of those opposed to the repeal of the Missouri

(known as an "Anti-Nebraska
Convention") was held at Springfield during the
week of the State Fair of 1854 (on Oct. 4 and 5),
and, although it adopted a platform in harmony
with the principles which afterwards became the
foundation of the Republican party, and appointed
a State Central Committee, besides putting in
nomination a candidate for State Treasurer the
only State officer elected that year the organization was not perpetuated, the State Central
Compromise

—

Committee

—

failing to organize.
The Bloomington
Convention of 1856 met in accordance with a call
issued by a State Central Committee appointed
by the Convention of Anti-Nebraska editors held
at Decatur on February 22, 1856.
(See Anti-Neb-
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raska Editorial Convention.) The call did not
even contain the word "Republican," but was
addressed to those opposed to the principles of
the Nebraska Bill and the policy of the existing
The Convention
Democratic administration.
met on May 29, 1850, the date designated by the
Editorial Convention at Decatur, but was rather
in the nature of a mass than a delegate convention, as party organizations existed in few counConsequently
ties of the State at that time.
representation was very unequal and followed no
systematic rule. Out of one hundred counties
into which the State was then divided, only
seventy were represented by delegates, ranging
from one to twenty-five each, leaving .thirty
counties (embracing nearly the whole of the
southern part of the State) entirely unrepre-

Lee County had the largest representaMorgan County (the home of
Richard Yates) coming next with twenty delegates, while Cook County had seventeen and
Sangamon had Ave. The whole number of
delegates, as shown by the contemporaneous
sented.

tion (twenty-five),

was 269. Among the leading spirits in
the Convention were Abraham Lincoln, Archibald Williams, O. H. Browning, Richard Yates,
John M. Palmer, Owen Lovejoy, Norman B.
Judd, Burton C. Cook and others who afterwards
became prominent in State politics. The delegation from Cook County included the names of
John Wentworth, Grant Goodrich, George
Schneider, Mark Skinner, Charles H. Ray and
Charles L. Wilson. The temporary organization
record,

was effected with Archibald Williams of Adams
County in the chair, followed by the election of
John M. Palmer of Macoupin, as Permanent
The other officers were: Vice-PresiPresident.
dents—John A. Davis of Stephenson; William
Ross of Pike; James McKee of Cook; John H.
Bryant of Bureau; A. C. Harding of Warren;
Richard Yates of Morgan; Dr. H. C. Johns of
Macon; D. L. Phillips of Union; George Smith

Thomas A. Marshall of Coles; J. M.
Ruggles of Mason G. D. A. Parks of Will, and John
Clark of Schuyler. Secretaries Henry S. Baker
of Madison; Charles L. Wilson of Cook; John
Tillson of Adams; Washington Bushnell of La
Salle, and B. J. F. Hanna of Randolph.
A State
ticket was put in nomination consisting of
William H. Bissell for Governor (by acclamation); Francis A. Hoffman of Du Page County,
for Lieutenant-Governor; Ozias M. Hatch of
Pike, for Secretary of State Jesse K. Dubois of
Lawrence, for Auditor; James Miller of McLean,
for Treasurer, and William H. Powell of Peoria,
of Madison;

;

—

;
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for Superintendent of Public Instruction.

Hoff-

man, having been found ineligible by lack of residence after the date of naturalization, withdrew,
and his place was subsequently filled by the
nomination of John Wood of Quincy. The platform adopted was outspoken in its pledges of
unswerving loyalty to the Union and opposition
to the extension of slavery into

delegation

was appointed

new territory.

A

to the National Con-

vention to be held in Philadelphia on June 17,
following, and a State Central Committee was
named to conduct the State campaign, consisting

James C. Conkling of Sangamon County
Asahel Gridley of McLean; Burton C. Cook of
La Salle, and Charles H. Ray and Norman B.
Judd of Cook. The principal speakers of the
occasion, before the convention or in popular
meetings held while the members were present in
Bloomington, included the names of O. H. Browning, Owen Lovejoy, Abraham Lincoln, Burton
C. Cook, Richard Yates, the venerable John
Dixon, founder of the city bearing his name, and
Governor Reeder of Pennsylvania, who had been
Territorial Governor of Kansas by appointment
of President Pierce, but had refused to carry out

of

the policy of the administration for making
Kansas a slave State. IS one of the speeches
were fully reported, but that of Mr. Lincoln has
been universally regarded by those who heard it
as the gem of the occasion and the most brilliant

foreshadowing his celebrated "housespeech of June 17, 1858.
John L. Scripps, editor of "The Chicago Democratic Press," writing of it, at the time, to his
paper, said: "Never has it been our fortune to
listen to a more eloquent and masterly presentation of a subject.
For an hour and a half he
(Mr. Lincoln) held the assemblage spellbound by
the power of his argument, the intense irony of
his invective, and the deep earnestness and fervid
brilliancy of his eloquence.
When he concluded,
the audience sprang to their feet and cheer after
cheer told how deeply their hearts had been
touched and their souls warmed up to a generous
enthusiasm." At the election, in November
following, although the Democratic candidate
for President carried the State by a plurality of
over 9,000 votes, the entire State ticket put in
nomination at Bloomington was successful by
majorities ranging from 3,000 to 20,000 for the
of his

life,

divided-against-itself"

.

.

.

several candidates.

BLUE ISLAND, a village of Cook County, on
the Calumet River and the Chicago, Rock Island
& Pacific, the Chicago & Grand Trunk and
the Illinois Central Railways, 15 miles south of
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Chicago. It has a high school, churches and two
newspapers, besides brick, smelting and oil works.
Population (1890), 2,521; (1900), 6,114
BLUE ISLAND RAILROAD, a short line 3.96
miles in length, lying wholly within Illinois;
capital stock §25,000; operated by the Illinois
Central Railroad Company. Its funded debt
(1895)

was §100,000 and

its

BLUE MOUND, a town
the

Wabash Railway,

floating debt, §3,779.

of

Macon County, on

14 miles southeast of De-

catur; in rich grain and live-stock region; has
three grain elevators, two banks, tile factory and
one newspaper. Pop. (1890), 696; (1900), 714.
BLUFFS, a village of Scott County, at the
junction of the Quincy and Hannibal branches of
the Wabash Railway, 52 miles west of SpringPopulation
field; has a bank and a newspaper.
(1880), 162; (1890), 421; (1900), 539.

BOAL, Robert, M.D.,

physician and legisborn near Harrisburg, Pa., in 1806; was
brought by his parents to Ohio when fivB years
old and educated at Cincinnati, graduating from
the Ohio Medical College in 1828; settled at
Lacon, 111., in 1836, practicing there until 1862,
when, having been appointed Surgeon of the
Board of Enrollment for that District, he removed to Peoria. Other public positions held by
Dr. Boal have been those of Senator in the
Fourteenth and Fifteenth General Assemblies
(1844-48), Representative in the Nineteenth and
Twentieth (1854-58), and Trustee of the Institution for the Deaf and Dumb at Jacksonville,
remaining in the latter position seventeen years
under the successive administrations of Governors Bissell, Yates, Oglesby, Palmer and Beveridge the last five years of his service being
lator,

—

President of the Board. He was also President
Dr. Boal
of the State Medical Board in 1882.
continued to practice at Peoria until about 1890,
when he retired, and, in 1893, returned to Lacon
to reside with his daughter, the widow of the
late Colonel Greenbury L. Fort, for eight years
Representative in Congress from the Eighth
District.

BOARD OF ARBITRATION, a Bureau of the
State Government, created by an act of the LegisIt is appointed
lature, approved August 2, 1895.
by the Executive and is composed of three members (not more than two of whom can belong to
the same political party), one of whom must be
an employer of labor and one a member of some
labor organization. The term of office for the
members first named was fixed at two years;
after March 1, 1897, it is to be three years, one
member retiring annually. A compensation of

§1,500 per annum is allowed to each member of
the Board, while the Secretary, who must also be
a stenographer, receives a salary of §1,200 per
annum. When a controversy arises between an
individual, firm or corporation employing not less
than twenty-five persons, and his or its employes,
application may be made by the aggrieved
party to the Board for an inquiry into the
nature of the disagreement, or both parties may
unite in the submission of a case. The Board is
required to visit the locality, carefully investigate the cause of the dispute and render a decision as, soon as practicable, the same to be at once
made public. If the application be filed by the
employer, it must be accompanied by a stipulation to continue in business, and order no lock-out
for the space of three weeks after its date. In
like manner, complaining employes must promise
to continue peacefully at work, under existing
for a like period.
The Board is
granted power to send for persons and papers and
to administer oaths to witnesses. Its decisions
are binding upon applicants for six months after
rendition, or until either party shall have given
the other sixty days' notice in writing of his or
their intention not to be bound thereby. In case
the Board shall learn that a disagreement exists
between employes and an employer having less
than twenty-five persons in his employ, and that
a strike or lock-out is seriously threatened, it is
made the duty of the body to put itself into
communication with both employer and employes
and endeavor to effect an amicable settlement
between them by mediation. The absence of any
provision in the law prescribing penalties for its
violation leaves the observance of the law, in its
present form, dependent upon the voluntary
action of the parties interested.
BOARD OF EQUALIZATION, a body organized under act of the General Assembly, approved

conditions,

March

8,

1867.

It first consisted of

twenty-five

members, one from eacli Senatorial District.
The first Board was appointed by the Governor,
holding office two years, afterwards becoming
elective for a term of four years.
In 1872 the
law was amended, reducing the number of members to one for each Congressional District, the
whole number at that time becoming nineteen,
with the Auditor as a member ex-officio, who
usually presides.
of

From

1884 to 1897

twenty elective members,

it

consisted

but, in 1897,

it

was

twenty-two.
The Board meets
annually on the second Tuesday of August. The
abstracts of the property assessed for taxation in
the several counties of the State are laid before
increased

to
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for examination and equalization, but it may
not reduce the aggregate valuation nor increase
Its powers over the
it more than one per cent.
returns of the assessors do not extend beyond
equalization of assessments between counties.
The Board is required to consider the various
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scribe rules for determining the value of all the
classes of property enumerated personal, real,

—

agement, no charge of peculation against any
official connected with the same has ever been
substantiated there have been no scandals, and
only one or two isolated charges of cruelty to
inmates. Its supervision of the county jails and
almshouses has been careful and conscientious,
and has resulted in benefit alike to the tax-payers
and the inmates. The Board, at the close of the
year 1898, consisted of the following five members, their terms ending as indicated in parenthesis: J. C. Corbus (1898), R. D. Lawrence
(1899), Julia C. Lathrop (1900), William J. Cal-

The valuation of the
railroads, telegraph and other

houn (1901), Ephraim Banning (1902). J. C. Corbus was President and Frederick H. Wines,

it

classes of property separately, and determine
such rates of addition to or deduction from the
listed, or assessed, valuation of each class as it

may deem

railroad,

equitable and just.

The

statutes pre-

telegraph, etc.

capital stock

of

corporations (except newspapers) is fixed by the
Board. Its consideration having been completed,
the Board is required to summarize the results of
its labors in a comparative table, which must be
again examined,
compared and perfected.
Reports of each annual meeting, with the results
reached, are printed at the expense of the State
and distributed as are other public documents.

(1897-1901) consists by disGeorge F. McKnight, (2) John J.
McKenna, (3) Solomon Simon, (4) Andrew McAnsh, (5) Albert Oberndorf, (6) Henry Severin,
(7) Edward S. Taylor, (8) Theodore S. Rogers,
(9) Charles A. Works, (10) Thomas P. Pierce, (11)
Samuel M. Barnes, (12) Frank P. Martin, (13)
Frank K. Robeson, (14) W. O. Cadwallader, (15)

The present Board

tricts of (1)

Cruttenden, (16) H. D. Hirshheimer, (17)
Thomas N. Leavitt, (18) Joseph F. Long, (19)
Richard Cadle, (20) Charles Emerson, (21) John
W. Larimer, (22) William A. Wall, besides the
Auditor of Public Accounts as ex-omcio member
the District members being divided politically
in the proportion of eighteen Republicans to four
Democrats.
BOARD OF PUBLIC CHARITIES, a State
Bureau, created by act of the Legislature in
1869, upon the recommendation of Governor
Oglesby. The act creating the Board gives the
Commissioners supervisory oversight of the
financial and administrative conduct of all the
charitable and correctional institutions of the
State, with the exception of the penitentiaries,
and they are especially charged with looking
after and caring for the condition of the paupers
and the insane. As originally constituted the
J.

S.

—

Board consisted of

five

male members who em-

ployed a Secretary. Later provision was made
for the appointment of a female Commissioner.
The office is not elective. The Board has always
carefully scrutinized the accounts of the various
State charitable institutions, and, under its man-

;

Secretary.

BOGARDUS,

Charles, legislator, was born
Cayuga County, N. Y., March 28, 1841, and
left an orphan at six years of age was educated
in the common schools, began working in a store
at 12, and, in 1862, enlisted in the One Hundred
and Fifty-first New York Infantry, being elected
First Lieutenant, and retiring from the service
as Lieutenant-Colonel "for gallant and meritorious service" before Petersburg. While in the
service he participated in some of the most
important battles in Virginia, and was once
wounded and once captured. In 1872 he located
in Ford County, 111., where he has been a successin

;

ful operator in real estate.

He

has been twice

House of Representatives

(1884 and
and three times to the State Senate (1888,
'92 and '96), and has served on the most important
committees in each house, and has proved himself one of the most useful members.
At the
session of 1895 he was chosen President pro tern.

elected to the
'86)

of the Senate.

BOGGS,
Court,
111.,

Carroll

was born

Oct. 19, 1844,

C,

Justice of the

Supreme

Wayne

County,

in Fairfield,

and

still

resides in his native

town; has held the offices of State's Attorney,
County Judge of Wayne County, and Judge of
the Circuit Court for the Second Judicial Circuit,
being assigned also to Aj^pellate Court duty. In
June, 1897, Judge Boggs was elected a Justice of
the Supreme Court to succeed Judge David J.
Baker, his term to continue until 1906.
BOLTW00D, Henry L., the son of William
and Electa (Stetson) Bolt wood, was born at Amherst, Mass., Jan.

17,

1831; fitted for college at

Amherst Academy and graduated from Amherst
College in 1853. While in college he taught
school every winter, commencing on a salary of
§4 per week and "boarding round" among the
After graduating he taught in academies at Limerick, Me., and at Pembroke and

scholars.
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Deny, N.

H.,

and

in the high school at

Law-

Commissioner
In 1864 he went
for Rockingham County, N. H.
into the service of the Sanitary Commission in
the Department of the Gulf, remaining until the
close of the war was also ordained Chaplain of a
colored regiment, but was not regularly mustered
After the close of the war he was employed
in.
rence, Mass.

;

also served as School

;

as Superintendent of Schools at Griggsville, 111.
for two years, and, while there, in 1867, organ,

ized the

first

in the State,

township high school ever organized

where he remained eleven

years.

He

afterwards organized the township high school at
Ottawa, remaining there five years, after which,
in 1883, he organized and took charge of the
township high school at Evanston, where he has
since been employed in his profession as a teacher.
Professor Bolt wood has been a member of the State
Board of Education and has served as President
of the State Teachers' Association. As a teacher
he has given special attention to English language
and literature, and to history, being the author
of an English Grammar, a High School Speller
and "Topical Outlines of General History,"
besides many contributions to educational journals.
He has done a great deal of institute work,
both in Illinois and Iowa, and has been known
somewhat as a tariff reformer.
BOND, Lester L., lawyer, was born at Ravenna, Ohio, Oct. 27, 1829; educated in the common
schools and at an academy, meanwhile laboring
in local factories studied law and was admitted
to the bar in 1853, the following year coming to
Chicago, where he has given his attention chiefly
Mr.
to practice in connection with patent laws.
Bond served several terms in the Chicago City
Council, was Republican Presidential Elector in
1868, and served two terms in the General Assem;

bly— 1866-70.

BOND, Shadraeh, first Territorial Delegate in
Congress from Illinois and first Governor of the
State, was born in Maryland, and, after being
liberally educated, removed to Kaskaskia while
Illinois was a part of the Northwest Territory.
He served as a member of the first Territorial
Legislature (of Indiana Territory) and was the
first Delegate from the Territory of Illinois in
Congress, serving from 1812 to 1814. In the
latter year he was appointed Receiver of Public
Moneys he also held a commission as Captain in
the War of 1812. On the admission of the State,
in 1818, he was elected Governor, and occupied
the executive chair until 1822. Died at Kaskaskia, April 13, 1832.— Shadraeh Bond, Sr., an uncle
of the preceding, came to Illinois in 1781 and was
;

from St. Clair County (then
comprehending all Illinois) to the Territorial
Legislature of Northwest Territory, in 1799, and,
in 1804, to the Legislative Council of the newly
elected Delegate

organized Territory of Indiana.
BOND COUNTY, a small county lying northeast from St. Louis, having an area of 380 square
miles and a population 1900) of 16,078.
The
first American settlers located here in 1807, coming from the South, and building Hill's and
Jones's forts for protection from the Indians.
Settlement was slow, in 1816 there being scarcely
twenty-five log cabins in the county. The
county-seat is Greenville, where the first cabin
was erected in 1815 by George Davidson. The
county was organized in 1818, and named in
honor of Gov. Shadraeh Bond. Its original
limits included the present counties of Clinton,
Fayette and Montgomery. The first court was
held at Perry ville, and, in May, 1817, Judge
Jesse B. Thomas presided over the first Circuit
Court at Hill's Station. The first court house
was erected at Greenville in 1822. The county
contains good timber and farming lands, and at
some points, coal is found near the surface.
BONNEY, Charles Carroll, lawyer and reformer, was born in Hamilton, N. Y., Sept. 4,
1831 educated at Hamilton Academy and settled
in Peoria, 111., in 1850, where he pursued the
avocation of a teacher while studying law was
admitted to the bar in 1852, but removed to Chicago in 1860, where he has since been engaged in
practice; served as President of the National
;

;

Law and

Order League in New York in 1885,
being repeatedly re-elected, and has also been
President of the Illinois State Bar Association, as
well as a member of the American Bar AssociaAmong the reforms which he has advotion.
cated are constitutional prohibition of special
legislation; an extension of equity practice to
bankruptcy and other law proceedings civil service pensions State Boards of labor and capital,
etc. He has also published some treatises in book
form, chiefly on legal questions, besides editing
a volume of "Poems by Alfred W. Arrington,
with a sketch of his Character" (1869. ) As President of the World's Congresses Auxiliary, in 1893,
Mr. Bonney contributed largely to the success of
that very interesting and important feature of
the great Columbian Exposition in Chicago.
BOONE, Levi D., M. D., early physician, was
born near Lexington, Ky., December, 1808 a
descendant of the celebrated Daniel Boone; received the degree of M. D. from Transylvania
University and came to Edwardsville, 111., at an
;

;
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early day, afterwards locating at Hillsboro and
taking part in the Black Hawk War as Captain of
a cavalry company came to Chicago in 1836 and
engaged in the insurance business, later resuming
served several
the practice of his profession
terms as Alderman and was elected Mayor in
1855 by a combination of temperance men and
Know- Nothings acquired a large property by
Died, February,
operations in real estate.
;

;

;

1882

BOONE COUNTY, the smallest of the "northern tier" of counties, having an area of only 290
square miles, and a population (1900) of 15,791.
Its surface is chiefly rolling prairie, and the
principal products are oats and corn. The earlicame from New York and New Engand among them were included Medkiff,
Dunham, Caswell, Cline, Towner, Doty and
Whitney. Later (after the Pottawattomies had
evacuated the country), came the Shattuck
brothers, Maria Hollenbeck and Mrs. Bullard,

est settlers

land,

Oliver Hale, Nathaniel Crosby, Dr. Whiting,

II.

Walker, and the Neeley and Mahoney families.
Boone County was cut off from Winnebago, and
organized in 1837, being named in honor of KenThe first frame house in the
tucky's pioneer.
county was erected by S. F. Doty and stood for
fifty years in the village of Belvidere on the north
C.

Kishwaukee River. The county-seat
was platted in 1837, and an academy
The first Protestant church
soon after.

side of the

(Belvidere)
built

was a Baptist society under the pastorate

of Rev.

Dr. King.

BOURBONN AIS, a village of Kankakee County,
on the Illinois Central Railroad, 5 miles north of
Kankakee. Population (1890), 510; (1900), 595.
BOUTELL, Henry Sherman, lawyer and Congressman, was born in Boston, Mass., March 14,
1856, graduated from the Northwestern University at Evanston, 111., in 1874, and from Harvard
in 1876; was admitted to the bar in Illinois in
1879, and to that of the Supreme Court of the
United States in 1885. In 1884 Mr. Boutell was
elected to the lower branch of the Thirty-fourth
General Assembly and was one of the "103" who,
in the long struggle during the following session,
participated in the election of Gen. John A.
Logan to the United States Senate for the last
time. At a special election held in the Sixth
Illinois District in November, 1897, he was
elected Representative in Congress to fill the
vacancy caused by the sudden death of his predecessor, Congressman Edward D. Cooke, and at
the regular election of 1898 was re-elected to the
same position, receiving a plurality of 1,116 over

his
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Democratic competitor and a majority of 719

over

all.

BOUTON,

Nathaniel S., manufacturer, was
born in Concord, N. H., May 14, 1828; in his
youth farmed and taught school in Connecticut,
but in 1852 came to Chicago and was employed
in a foundry firm, of which he soon afterwards
became a partner, in the manufacture of carwheels and railway castings. Later he became
associated with the American Bridge Company's
works, which was sold to the Illinois Central
Railroad Company in 1857, when he bought the
Union Car Works, which he operated until 1863.
He then became the head of the Union Foundry
Works, which having been consolidated with
the Pullman Car Works in 1886, he retired,
organizing the Bouton Foundry Company. Mr.
Bouton is a Republican, was Commissioner of
Public Works for the city of Chicago two terms
before the Civil War, and served as Assistant
Quartermaster in the Eighty-eighth Illinois
Infantry (Second Board of Trade Regiment)
from 1862 until after the battle of Chickamauga.
BOYD, Thomas A., was born in Adams County,
Pa., June 25, 1830, and graduated at Marshall
College, Mercersburg, Pa., at the age of 18;
studied law at Chambersburg and was admitted
to the bar at Bedford in his native State, where
he practiced until 1856, when he removed to IlliIn 1861 he abandoned his practice to enlist
nois.
in the Seventeenth Illinois Infantry, in which he
held the position of Captain. At the close of the
war he returned to his home at Lewistown, and
in 1866, was elected State Senator and re-elected
at the expiration of his term in 1870, serving in
the Twenty-fifth, Twenty-sixth and Twentyseventh General Assemblies. He was also a
Republican Representative from his District in
the Forty-fifth and Forty-sixth Congresses
Died, at Lewistown, May 28, 1897.
(1877-81).
BRACEVILLE, a town in Grundy County, 61
miles by rail southwest of Chicago. Coal mining
The town has two
is the principal industry.
banks, two churches and good public schools.
Population (1890), 2,150; (1900), 1,669.
BRADFORD, village of Stark County, on Buda
and Rushville branch Chicago, Burlington &
Quincy Railway is in excellent farming region
and has large grain and live-stock trade, excellent high school building, fine churches, good
Pop. (1900), 773.
hotels and one newspaper.
BRADS BY, William H., pioneer and Judge,
was born in Bedford County, Va., July 12, 1787.
He removed to Illinois early in life, and was the
first postmaster in Washington County (at Gov;
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first school-teacher and the first
and County Clerk and Recorder. At the
time of his death he was Probate and County

ington), the

Circuit

Judge.

was

Besides being Clerk of all the courts, he
County Treasurer, as he had cus-

virtually

tody of all the county's money. For several
years he was also Deputy United States Surveyor,
and in that capacity surveyed much of the south
part of the State, as far east as Wayne and Clay
August 21,
Counties. Died at Nashville, 111
,

1839.

BRADWELL, James

Bolesworth, lawyer and
was born at Loughborough, England, April
1828, and brought to America in infancy, his

editor,
16,

parents locating in 1829 or

'30 at

Utica, N. Y.

In

1833 they emigrated to Jacksonville, 111., but the
following year removed to Wheeling, Cook

County, settling on a farm, where the younger
Bradwell received his first lessons in breaking
His
prairie, splitting rails and tilling the soil.
first schooling was obtained in a country logschool-house, but, later, he attended the Wilson
Academy in Chicago, where he had Judge Lorenzo Sawyer for an instructor. He also took a
course in Knox College at Galesburg, then a
manual-labor school, supporting himself by working in a wagon and plow shop, sawing wood,
In May, 1852, he was married to Miss Myra
etc.
Colby, a teacher, with whom he went to Memphis, Term., the same year, where they engaged
in teaching a select school, the subject of this
sketch meanwhile devoting some attention to
reading law. He was admitted to the bar there,
but after a stay of less than two years in Memphis, returned to Chicago and began practice.
In 1861 he was elected County Judge of Cook
County, and re-elected four years later, but
declined a re-election in 1869. The first half of
his term occurring during the progress of the
Civil War, he had the opportunity of rendering
some vigorous decisions which won for him the
reputation of a man of courage and inflexible
independence, as well as an incorruptible champion of justice. In 1872 he was elected to the
lower branch of the Twenty-eighth General
Assembly from Cook County, and re-elected in
1874.
He was again a candidate in 1882, and by
many believed to have been honestly elected,
though his opponent received the certificate. He
made a contest for the seat, and the majority of
the Committee on Elections reported in his
favor but he was defeated through the treachery and suspected coi'ruption of a professed politHe is the author of the law making
ical friend.
;

women

eligible to school

offices in Illinois

and

allowing them to become Notaries Public, and
has always been a champion for equal rights for
women in the professions and as citizens. He
was a Second Lieutenant of the One Hundred and
Fifth Regiment, Illinois Militia, in 1848; presided
over the American Woman's Suffrage Association at its organization in Cleveland; has been
President of the Chicago Press Club, of the Chicago Bar Association, and, for a number of years,
the Historian of the latter one of the founders
and President of the Union League Club, besides
being associated with many other social and
business organizations. At present (1899) he is
editor of "The Chicago Legal News," founded by
his wife thirty years ago, and with which he has
been identified in a business capacity from its
establishment. Myra Colby (Bradwell), the wife
of Judge Bradwell, was born at Manchester, Vt.,
Feb. 12, 1831 being descended on her mother's
side from the Chase family to which Bishop
Philander Chase and Salmon P. Chase, the latter
Secretary of the Treasury and Chief Justice of
the Sujtreme Court by appointment of Abraham
Lincoln, belonged. In infancy she was brought
to Portage, N. Y., where she remained until she
was twelve years of age, when her family removed west. She attended school in Kenosha,
Wis. and a seminary at Elgin, af terwards being
engaged in teaching. On May 18, 1852, she was
married to Judge Bradwell, almost immediately
going to Memphis, Tenn., where, with the assistance of her husband, she conducted a select school
for some time, also teaching in the public schools,
when they returned to Chicago. In the early
part of the Civil War she took a deep interest in
the welfare of the soldiers in the field and their
families at home, becoming President of the
Soldiers' Aid Society, and was a leading spirit in
the Sanitary Fairs held in Chicago in 1863 and in
1865.
After the war she commenced the study
of law and, in 1868, began the publication of
"The Chicago Legal News," with which she remained identified until her death also publishing
biennially an edition of the session laws after
each session of the General Assembly. After
passing a most creditable examination, application was made for her admission to the bar in
1871, but denied in an elaborate decision rendered
by Judge C. B. Lawrence of the Supreme Court
of the State, on the sole ground of sex, as
was also done by the Supreme Court of the
United States in 1873, on the latter occasion
Chief Justice Chase dissenting. She was finally
admitted to the bar on March 28, 1S92, and was
the first lady member of the State Bar Associ;

—

—

,

—
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Other organizations with which she was

embraced the Illinois State Press
Association, the Board of Managers of the Sol-

identified

diers' Home (in war time), the "Illinois Industrial
School for Girls" at Evanston, the Washingtonian
Home, the Board of Lady Managers of the
World's Columbian Exposition, and Chairman of
the Woman's Committee on Jurisprudence of the
World's Congress Auxiliary of 1893. Although
much before the public during the latter years of
her life, she never lost the refinement and graces
which belong to a true woman. Died, at her
home in Chicago, Feb. 14, 1894
BRAIDWOOD, a city in Will County, incorporated in 1860; is 58 miles from Chicago, on the
Chicago & Alton Railroad; an important coalmining point, and in the heart of a rich
agricultural region. It has a bank and a weekly
newspaper. Population (1890), 4,641 1900), 3,279.
BRANSON, Nathaniel W., lawyer, was born in
Jacksonville, 111. May 29, 1837 was educated in
the private and public schools of that city and at
Illinois College, graduating from the latter in
1857 studied law with David A. Smith, a promi;

(

;

,

;

nent and able lawyer of Jacksonville, and was
admitted to the bar in January, 1860, soon after
establishing himself in practice at Petersburg,
Menard County, where he has ever since resided.
In 1867 Mr. Branson was appointed Register in
a poBankruptcy for the Springfield District
He was also
sition which he held thirteen years.
elected Representative in the General Assembly
in 1872, by re-election in 1874 serving four years
in the stormy Twenty-eighth and Twenty-ninth
General Assemblies was a Delegate from Illinois
to the National Republican Convention of 1876,
and served for several years most efficiently as a
Trustee of the State Institution for the Blind at
Jacksonville, part of the time as President of the
Board. Politically a conservative Republican,
and in no sense an office-seeker, the official positions which he has occupied have come to him
unsought and in recognition of his fitness and
capacity for the proper discharge of their duties.
BRAYMAN, Mason, lawyer and soldier, was
born in Buffalo, N. Y., May 23, 1813; brought up
as a farmer, became a printer and edited "The
Buffalo Bulletin," 1834-35; studied law and was
admitted to the bar in 1836; removed west in
1837, was City Attorney of Monroe, Mich., in 1838
and became editor of "The Louisville Advertiser" in 1841.
In 1842 he opened a law office in
Springfield, 111., and the following year was
appointed by Governor Ford a commissioner to
adjust the Mormon troubles, in which capacity

—

;

59

he rendered valuable service. In 1844-45 he was
appointed to revise the statutes of the State.
Later he devoted much attention to railroad
enterprises, being attorney of the Illinois Central
Railroad, 1851-55; then projected the construction of a railroad from Bird's Point, opposite
Cairo, into Arkansas, which was partially completed before the war, and almost wholly destroyed during that period. In 1861 he entered
the service as Major of the Twenty-ninth Illinois
Volunteers, taking part in a number of the early
battles, including Fort Donelson and Shiloh;
was promoted to a colonelcy for meritorious conduct at the latter, and for a time served as
Adjutant-General on the staff of General McClernand; was promoted Brigadier-General in September, 1862, at the close of the war receiving
the brevet rank of Major-General. After the
close of the war he devoted considerable attention to reviving his railroad enterprises in the
South; edited "The Illinois State Journal,"
1872-73;

removed

to

Wisconsin and was ap-

pointed Governor of Idaho in 1876, serving four
years, after which he returned to Ripon, Wis.
Died, in Kansas City, Feb. 27, 1895.
BREESE, a village in Clinton County, on
Baltimore & Ohio S. W. Railway, 39 miles east of
St. Louis; has coal mines, water system, bank and
weekly newspaper. Pop. (1890), 808, (1900), 1,571.
BREESE. Sidney, statesman and jurist, was
born at Whitesboro, N. Y., (according to the
generally accepted authority) July 15, 1800.
Owing to a certain sensitiveness about his age in
his later years, it has been exceedingly difficult
to secure authentic data on the subject; but his
arrival at Kaskaskia in 1818, after graduating at
Union College, and his admission to the bar in
1820,

have induced many to believe that the date

of his birth should be placed

somewhat

earlier.

He was

related to some of the most prominent
families in New York, including the Livingstons

and the Morses, and, after his arrival at Kaskaskia, began the study of law with his friend Elias
Kent Kane, afterwards United States Senator.
Meanwhile, having served as Postmaster at Kaskaskia, he became Assistant Secretary of State,
and, in December, 1820, superintended the re-

moval of the archives of that

office to Vandalia,
the new State capital. Later he was appointed
Prosecuting Attorney, serving in that position

from 1822

till

States District

when he became
Attorney for Illinois.

1827,

United

He was

the first official reporter of the Supreme Court,
issuing its first volume of decisions; served as
Lieutenant-Colonel of volunteers during the
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Black Hawk War (1832) in 1835 was elected to
the circuit bench, and, in 1841, was advanced to
the Supreme bench, serving less than two years,
when he resigned to accept a seat in the United
;

States Senate, to which he was elected in 1843 as
the successor of Richard M. Young, defeating
Stephen A. Douglas in the first race of the latter

While in the Senate (1843-49) he
for the office.
served as Chairman of the Committee on Public
Lands, and was one of the first to suggest the
construction of a transcontinental railway to the
He was also one of the originators and
Pacific.
active promoters in Congress of the Illinois CenHe was Speaker of the
tral Railroad enterprise.
Illinois House of Representatives in 1851 again
became Circuit Judge in 1855 and returned to
the Supreme bench in 1857 and served more than
one term as Chief Justice, the last being in
1873-74.
His home during most of his public life
in Illinois was at Carlyle. His death occurred
;

at Pinckneyville,

June

28, 1878.

BRENTANO,

Lorenzo, was born at Mannheim,
in the Grand Duchy of Baden, Germany, Nov.
14, 1813; was educated at the Universities of
Heidelberg and Freiburg, receiving the degree of
LL.D., and attaining high honors, both profesHe was successively a
sional and political.
member of the Baden Chamber of Deputies and
of the Frankfort Parliament, and always a leader
of the revolutionist party. In 1849 he became
President of the Provisional Republican Government of Baden, but was, before long, forced
He first
to find an asylum in the United States.
settled in Kalamazoo County, Mich. as a farmer,
but, in 1859, removed to Chicago, where he was
admitted to the Illinois bar, but soon entered the
,

of journalism, becoming editor and part
proprietor of "The Illinois Staats Zeitung." He
held various public offices, being elected to the
field

Legislature in 1862, serving five years as President of the Chicago Board of Education, was a
Republican Presidential Elector in 1808, and
United States Consul at Dresden in 1872 (a general

amnesty

having been

granted

to

the

participants in the revolution of 1848), and
Representative in Congress from 1877 to 1879.

Died, in Chicago, Sept.

BRIDGEPORT,

17, 1891.

a town of Lawrence County,
on the Baltimore & Ohio Southwestern Railroad,
It has a bank
14 miles west of Vincennes, Ind.
and one weekly paper. Population (1900), 487.
BRIDGEPORT, a former suburb (now a part of
the city) of Chicago, located at the junction of
the Illinois & Michigan Canal with the South
Branch of the Chicago River. It is now the

center of

the large slaughtering and packing

industry.

BRIDGEPORT & SOUTH CHICAGO RAILWAY. (See Chicago & Northern Pacific Railroad.)
BRIGHTON, a village of Macoupin County, at
the intersection of the Chicago & Alton and the
Rock Island and St. Louis branch of the Chicago,
Burlington & Quincy Railways; coal is mined
here; has a newspaper. Population (1880), 691;
(1890), 697; (1900), 660.

BRIMFIELD, a town of Peoria County, on the
Buda and Rushville branch of the Chicago, Bur-

& Quincy Railway, 38 miles south of
Buda; coal-mining and farming are the chief
industries.
It has one weekly paper and a bank.
lington

Population (1880), 832; (1890), 719; (1900), 677.
BRISTOL, Frank Milton, clergyman, was born
in Orleans County, N. Y. Jan. 4, 1851
came
to Kankakee, 111., in boyhood, and having lost
his father at 12 years of age, spent the following
years in various manual occupations until about
nineteen years of age, when, having been converted, he determined to devote his life to the
ministry. Through the aid of a benevolent lady,
he was enabled to get two years' (1870-72) instruction at the Northwestern University, at Evanston, afterwards supporting himself by preaching
at various points, meanwhile continuing his
studies at the University until 1877. After completing his course he served as pastor of some of
the most prominent Methodist churches in Chicago, his last charge in the State being at Evanston.
In 1897 he was transferred to Washington
City, becoming pastor of the Metropolitan M. E.
Church, attended by President McKinley. Dr.
Bristol is an author of some repute and an orator
of recognized ability.
BROADWELL, Norman M., lawyer, was born
in Morgan County, 111., August 1, 1825; was educated in the common schools and at McKendree
and Illinois Colleges, but compelled by failing
health to leave college without graduating spent
some time in the book business, then began the
study of medicine with a view to benefiting his
own health, but finally abandoned this and, about
1850, commenced the study of law in the office of
Lincoln & Herndon at Springfield. Having been
admitted to the bar, he practiced for a time at
Pekin, but, in 1854, returned to Springfield,
where he spent the remainder of his life. In 1860
he was elected as a Democrat to the House of
Representatives from Sangamon County, serving
in the Twenty-second General Assembly. Other
offices held by him included those of County
Judge (1863-65) and Mayor of the city of Spring,

;

;
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which last position he was twice elected
and again in 1869). Judge Broadwell was
one of the most genial of men, popular, highminded and honorable in all his dealings. Died,

field,

to

(1867

Flavel, educator,

was born

Oneida County, New York, Dec. 3, 1801;
graduated at Hamilton College, 1828; studied
three years in the theological department of Yale
College was ordained to the Presbyterian minin

;

and came to Illinois in the service
the American Home Missionary Society.
After preaching at Collinsville, Belleville and
other points, Mr. Brooks, who was a member of
the celebrated "Yale Band," in 1837 assumed the
istry in 1831,

of

principalship of a Teachers' Seminary at Waverly,
Morgan County, but three years later removed to

where he established an academy for
Although finally compelled to
abandon this, he continued teaching with some
interruptions to within a few years of his death,
which occurred in 1886. He was one of the Trustees of Illinois College from its foundation up to
Springfield,

both

sexes.

his death.

BROSS, William, journalist, was born in Sussex County, N. J., Nov. 14, 1813, and graduated
with honors from Williams College in 1838, having previously developed his physical strength
by much hard w ork upon the Delaware and
Hudson Canal, and in the lumbering trade. For
five years after graduating he was a teacher, and
T

Th3re he first engaged
embarked in journalism.
His first publication was "The Prairie Herald," a
religious paper, which was discontinued after
two years. In 1852, in connection with John L.
Scripps, he founded "The Democratic Press,"
which was consolidated with "The Tribune" in
settled in

Chicago in

Died, in Chicago, Jan.

27,

1890.

BROWN, Henry, lawyer and historian, was
born at Hebron, Tolland County, Conn., May 13,
1789 the son of a commissary in the army of
General Greene of Revolutionary fame; graduated at Yale College, and, when of age, removed
to New York, later studying law at Albany,
Canandaigua and Batavia, and being admitted to
the bar about 1813, when he settled down in
practice at Cooperstown in 1816 was appointed
Judge of Herkimer County, remaining on the
bench until about 1824. He then resumed practice at Cooperstown, continuing until 1836, when
he removed to Chicago. The following year he
was elected a Justice of the Peace, serving two
years, and, in 1842, became Prosecuting Attorney
of Cook County.
During this period he was
engaged in writing a "History of Illinois," which
was published in New York in 1844 This was
regarded at the time as the most voluminous and
best digested work on Illinois history that had as
yet been published. In 1846, on assuming the
Presidency of the Chicago Lyceum, he delivered
an inaugural entitled "Chicago, Present and
Future," which is still preserved as a striking
prediction of Chicago's future greatness. Originally a Democrat, he became a Freesoiler in 1848.
Died of cholera, in Chicago, May 16, 1849.
BROWN, James B., journalist, was born in
Gilmanton, Belknap County, N. H, Sept. 1,
1833 his father being a member of the Legislature and Selectman for his town. The son was
educated at Gilmanton Academy, after which he
studied medicine for a time, but did not graduate.
In 1857 he removed West, first settling at
Dunleith, Jo Daviess County, 111., where he
became Principal of the public schools; in 1861
was elected County Superintendent of Schools
for Jo Daviess County, removing to Galena two

—

in Springfield, Feb. 28, 1893.

BROOKS, John

and "Tom Quick."

61

1848.

in bookselling, but later

Mr. Bross retaining his connection with the
concern. He was always an ardent freesoiler, and a firm believer in the great future of
1858,

new

;

—

astic Republican, and, in 1856

years later and assuming the editorship of "The
Gazette" of that city. Mr. Brown also served as
Postmaster of Galena for several years. Died,

an

Feb.

Chicago and the Northwest.

He was an

enthusi-

and 1860, served as
campaign orator. In 1864 he was
the successful nominee of his party for Lieutenant-Governor. This was his only official position
outside of a membership in the Chicago Common
Council in 1855. As a presiding officer, he was
dignified yet affable, and his impartiality was
shown by the fact that no appeals were taken
from his decisions. After quitting public life he
effective

devoted much time to literary pursuits, delivering lectures in various parts of the country.
Among his best known works are a brief "History of Chicago," "History of Camp Douglas,"

13, 1896.

BROWN, James

N., agriculturist and stockman, was born in Fayette County, Ky., Oct. 1,

1806;

came

locating

at

to

Sangamon County,

Island

extensively in

111.,

Grove, where he

in 1833,

engaged

farming and stock-raising.

He

served as Representative in the General Assemblies of 1840, '42, '46, and '52, and in the last was
instrumental in securing the incorporation of the
Illinois State Agricultural Society, of which he
was chosen the first President, being re-elected in
1854.
He was one of the most enterprising grow-
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ers of blooded cattle in the State

and did much to

introduce them in Central Illinois was also an
earnest and influential advocate of scientific
education for the agricultural classes and an
efficient colaborer with Prof. J. B. Turner, of
Jacksonville, in securing the enactment by Congress, in 1862, of the law granting lands for the
;

endowment of Industrial Colleges, out of which
grew the Illinois State University and institutions of like character in

Nov.

other States.

Died,

16, 1868.

BROWN,

William, lawyer and jurist, was born
Cumberland, England, his parents emigrating to this country when he w as
eight years old, and settling in Western New
York. He was admitted to the bar at Rochester,
in October, 1845, and at once removed to RockIn 1852
ford, 111., where he commenced practice.
he was elected State's Attoi'ney for the Fourteenth Judicial Circuit, and, in 1857, was chosen
Mayor of Rockford. In 1870 he was elected to
the bench of the Circuit Court as successor to
Judge Sheldon, later was promoted to the Su-

June

1,

1819, in

T

preme Court, and was re-elected successively in
Died, at Rockford, Jan. 15,
1873, in '79 and '85.
1891.

BROWN, William H., lawyer and financier,
was born in Connecticut, Dec. 20, 1796; spent
his boyhood at Auburn, N. Y., studied law, and,
in 1818, came to Illinois with Samuel D. Lockwood (afterwards a Justice of the State Supreme
Court), descending the Ohio River to Shawneetown in a flat-boat. Mr. Brown visited Kaskaskia and was soon after appointed Clerk of the
United States District Court by Judge Nathaniel
Pope, removing, in 1820, to Vandalia, the new
State capital, where he remained until 1835. He
then removed to Chicago to accept the position of
Cashier of the Chicago branch of the State Bank
of Illinois,

which he continued

to

fill

for

many

He

served the city as School Agent for
thirteen years (1840-53), managing the city's
school fund through a critical period with great
discretion and success.
He was one of the group
of early patriots who successfully resisted the
attempt to plant slavery in Illinois in 1823-24;
was also one of the projectors of the Chicago &
Galena Union Railroad, was President of the
Chicago Historical Society for seven years and
connected with many other local enterprises.
He was an ardent personal friend of President
Lincoln and served as Representative in the
years.

Twenty-second

General Assembly (1860-62).
While making a tour of Europe he died of paralysis at Amsterdam, June 17, 1867.

BROWN

COUNTY, situated in the western
part of the State, with an area of 300 square
miles, and a population (1890) of 11,951; was cut
from Schuyler and made a separate county in
May, 1839, being named in honor of Gen. Jacob
Brown. Among the pioneer settlers were the
Vandeventers and Hambaughs, John and David
Six,
William McDaniel, Jeremiah Walker,
Willis O'Neil, Harry Lester, John Ausmus and
Robert H. Curry. The county-seat is Mount
Sterling, a town of no little attractiveness.
Other prosperous villages are Mound Station and
off

The chief occupation of the people is
farming, although there is some manufacturing
of lumber and a few potteries along the Illinois
River.
Population (1900), 11;557.
Ripley.

BROWNE,

Francis Fisher, editor and author,
South Halifax, Vt., Dec. 1, 1843, the
son of William Goldsmith Browne, who was a
teacher, editor and author of the song "A Hundred Years to Come." In childhood he was
brought by his parents to Western Massachusetts,
where he attended the public schools and learned
the printing trade in his father's newspaper
office at Chicopee, Mass.
Leaving school in 1862,
he enlisted in the Forty-sixth Regiment Massachusetts Volunteers, in which he served one
year, chiefly in North Carolina and in the Army
of the Potomac. On the discharge of his regiment he engaged in the study of law at Rochester, N. Y., entering the law department of the
University of Michigan in 1866, but abandoning

was born

in

his intenton of

removed

entering

the legal profession,

where he engaged in
and literary pursuits. Between 1869
and '74 he was editor of "The Lakeside Monthly,"
when he became literary editor of 'The Alliance,
but, in 1880, he established and assumed the
editorship of "The Dial," a purely literary publication which has gained a high reputation, and
of which he has remained in control continuously
ever since, meanwhile serving as the literary
adviser, for many years, of the well-known publishing house of McClurg & Co. Besides his
to Chicago in 1867,

journalistic

'

journalistic work, Mr.

'

Browne has contributed

and literary anthologies a number of short lyrics, and is the author of "The
Everyday Life of Abraham Lincoln" (1886), and
a volume of poems entitled, "Volunteer Grain"
He also compiled and edited "Golden
(1893).
Poems by British and American Authors" (1881);
"The Golden Treasury of Poetry and Prose"
(1886), and the "Laurel Crowned"series of standard poetry (1891-92). Mr. Browne was Chairman
of the Committee of the Congress of Authors in
to the magazines
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the World's Congress Auxiliary held in connection with The Columbian Exposition in

Bloomington Convention of
to the Chicago Convention

in 1860, he aided in

1893.

securing Mr. Lincoln's nomination, and was a
conspicuous supporter of the Government in the
Civil War.
In 1861 he was appointed by Governor Yates United States Senator to fill Senator
Douglas' unexpired term, serving until 1863. In
1866 he became Secretary of the Interior by appointment of President Johnson, also for a time
discharging the duties of Attorney-General.
Returniag to Illinois, he was elected a member of
the Constitutional Convention of 1869-70, which
was his last participation in public affairs, his
time thereafter being devoted to his profession.
He died at his home in Quincy, 111., August 10,

BROWNE, Thomas C, early

was born in
Kentucky, studied law there and, coming to
Shawneetown in 1812, served in the lower branch
of the

and

jurist,

Second Territorial Legislature

(1814-1G)

in the Council (1816-18), being the first law-

yer to enter that body. In 1815 he was appointed
Prosecuting Attorney and, on the admission of
Illinois as a State, was promoted to the Supreme
bench, being re-elected by joint ballot of the
Legislature in 1825, and serving continuously
until the reorganization of the Supreme Court
under the Constitution of 1848, a period of over
thirty years. Judge Browne's judicial character
and abilities have been differently estimated.
Though lacking in industry as a student, he is
represented by the late Judge John D. Caton,
who knew him personally, as a close thinker and
a good judge of men. While seldom, if ever,
accustomed to argue questions in the conference
room or write out his opinions, he had a capacity
for expressing himself in short, pungent sentences, which indicated that he was a man of considerable ability and had clear and distinct views
of his own. An attempt was made to impeach
him before the Legislature of 1843 "for want of
capacity to discharge the duties of his office,"
but it failed by an almost unanimous vote. He
was a Whig in politics, but had some strong supporters among Democrats. In 1822 Judge Browne
was one of the four candidates for Governor in
the final returns standing third on the list and, by
dividing the vote of the advocates of a pro-slavery
clause in the State Constitution, contributing to
the election of Governor Coles and the defeat of

—

the pro-slavery party. (See Coles, Edward, and
Slavery and Slave Laws. ) In the latter part of
his official term Judge Browne resided at Ga-

removed with his son-in-law,
ex-Congressman Joseph P. Hoge, to San Francisco, Cal., where he died a few years later
probably about 1856 or 1858.
BROWNING, Orville Hickman, lawyer, United
States Senator and Attorney-General, was born
After receivin Harrison County, Ky., in 1810.
ing a classical education at Augusta in his native
State, he removed to Quincy, 111., and was
admitted to the bar in 1831. In 1832 he served
in the Black Hawk War, and from 1836 to 1843,
lena, but, in 1853,

was a member of the
houses.

of

of

A personal

Legislature, serving

Abraham Lincoln, he
the

Republican

m both

friend and political adherent

aided in the organization
party at the memorable

1856.

As a delegate

1881.

BRYAN,

Silas Lillard, legislator

and

jurist,

born in Culpepper County, Va., Nov. 4, 1822; was
left an orphan at an early age, and came west in
1840, living for a time with a brother near Troy,
Mo. The following year he came to Marion
County, 111., where he attended school and
worked on a farm; in 1845 entered McKendree
College, graduating in 1849, and two years later
was admitted to the bar, supporting himself

meanwhile by teaching. He settled at Salem
111., and, in 1852, was elected as a Democrat to
the State Senate, in which body he served for
;

eight years, being re-elected in 1850. In 1801 he
was elected to the bench of the Second Judicial

and again chosen in 1867, his second
term expiring in 1873. While serving as Judge,
he was also elected a Delegate to the Constitutional Convention of 1869-70.
He was an unsuccessful, candidate for Congress on the Greeley
ticket in 1872. Died at Salem, March 30, 1880.—
William Jennings (Bryan), son of the preceding,
was born at Salem, 111., March 19, 1860. The early
life of young Bryan was spent on his father's
farm, but at the age of ten years he began to
Circuit,

attend the public school in town later spent two
years in Whipple Academy, the preparatory
department of Illinois College at Jacksonville,
and, in 1881, graduated from the college proper as
the valedictorian of his class. Then he devoted
two years to the study of law in the Union Law
School at Chicago, meanwhile acting as clerk and
studying in the law office of ex-Senator Lyman
Trumbull. Having graduated in law in 1883, lie
soon entered upon the practice of his profession
at Jacksonville as the partner of Judge E. P.
Kirby, a well-known lawyer and prominent
Republican of that city. Four years later (1887)
found him a citizen of Lincoln, Neb., which has
since been his home. He took a prominent part
;

t
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in the politics of Nebraska, stumping the State
for the Democratic nominees in 1888 and '89, and

Democratic nomination for
Congress in a district which had been regarded
as strongly Republican, and was elected by a
large majority. Again, in 1892, he was elected
by a reduced majority, but two years later
declined a renomination, though proclaiming
himself a free-silver candidate for the United
in 1890 received the

meanwhile officiating as editor of
"The Omaha World-Herald." In July, 1896, he
received the nomination for President from the
States Senate,

Democratic National Convention at Chicago, on
a platform declaring for the "free and unlimited
coinage of silver" at the ratio of sixteen of silver
(in weight) to one of gold, and a few weeks later
was nominated by the "Populists" at St. Louis
for the same office being the youngest man ever
put in nomination for the Presidency in the history of the Government. He conducted an
active personal campaign, speaking in nearly
every Northern and Middle Western State, but
was defeated by his Republican opponent, Maj.
William McKinley. Mr. Bryan is an easy and
fluent speaker, possessing a voice of unusual
compass and power, and is recognized, even by
his political opponents, as a man of pure personal

—

character.

BRYAN, Thomas Barbour, lawyer and
estate operator,

was born

real

at Alexandria, Va.,

1828, being descended on the maternal
from the noted Barbour family of that
State graduated in law at Harvard, and, at the

Dec.

22,

side

;

age of twenty-one, settled in Cincinnati. In
1852 he came to Chicago, where he acquired exreal estate interests and built Bryan
which becaiue a popular place for en-

tensive
Hall,

tertainments.

Being a gifted speaker, as well

a zealous Unionist, Mr. Bryan was chosen
to deliver the address of welcome to Senator
Douglas, when that statesman returned to
Chicago a few weeks before his death in 1861.
During the progress of the war he devoted his
time and his means most generously to fitting out
soldiers for the field and caring for the sick and
wounded- His services as President of the great
as

Sanitary Fair

in Chicago

where some
were
time he became

(1865),

$300,000 were cleared for disabled soldiers,
especially conspicuous.

At

this

the purchaser (at $3,000) of the original copy of
President Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation,
which had been donated to the cause. He also
rendered valuable service after the fire of 1871,
though a heavy sufferer from that event, and was
a leading factor in securing the location of the

World's Columbian Exposition in Chicago in 1890,
later becoming Vice-President of the Board of
Directors and making a visit to Europe in the
interest of the Fair.
After the war Mr. Bryan

Washington for some time, and, by
appointment of President Hayes, served as Commissioner of the District of Columbia. Possessing
refined literary and artistic tastes, he has done
much for the encouragement of literature and
art in Chicago. His home is in the suburban
village of Elmhurst.
Charles Page (Bryan), son
of the preceding, lawyer and foreign minister,
was born in Chicago, Oct. 2, 1855, and educated
at the University of Virginia and Columbia Law
School; was admitted to practice in 1878, and
resided in

the following year removed to Colorado, where
he remained four years, while there serving in
both Houses of the State Legislature. In 1883 he
returned to Chicago and became a member of the
First Regiment of the Illinois National Guard,
serving upon the staff of both Governor Oglesby

and Governor

Fifer; in 1890, was elected to the
State Legislature from Cook County, being reelected in 1892, and in 1894; was also the first

Commissioner to visit Europe in the interest of
the World's Columbian Exposition, on his return
serving as Secretary of the Exposition Commissioners in 1891-92.
In the latter part of 1897 he
was appointed by President McKinley Minister
to China, but before being confirmed, early in
1898, was assigned to the United States mission to
the Republic of Brazil, where he now is, Hon.
E. H. Conger of Iowa, who had previously been
appointed to the Brazilian mission, being transferred to Pekin.

BRYANT, John Howard,

pioneer, brother of

William Cullen Bryant, the poet, was born in
Cummington, Mass., July 22, 1807, educated at
the Rensselaer Potyteclmic Institute in Troy,
N. Y, removed to Illinois in 1831, and held various offices in Bureau County, including that of
Representative in the General Assembly, to which
he was elected in 1842, and again in 1858. A
practical and enterprising farmer, he was identified with the Illinois State Agricultural Society
in its early history, as also with the movement
which resulted in the establishment of industrial
colleges in the various States.
He was one of the
founders of the Republican party and a warm
personal friend of President Lincoln, being a
member of the first Republican State Convention
at Bloomington in 1856, and serving as Collector
of Internal Revenue by appointment of Mr. Lincoln in 1862-64. In 1872 Mr. Bryant joined in the
;

Liberal Republican

movement

at Cincinnati,

two
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'years later

Reform"

was

identified

with the "Independent
cooperated with
He has produced two

party, but has since

Democratic party.
volumes of poems, published, respectively, in 1855
and 1885, besides a number of public addresses.
His home is at Princeton, Bureau County.
BUCK, Hiram, clergyman, was born in Steuben County, N. Y., in 1818; joined the Illinois
Methodist Episcopal Conference in 1843, and con-

.the

tinued in

its

service for nearly fifty years, being

.much of the time a Presiding Elder. At his
death he bequeathed a considerable sum to the
-endowment funds of the Wesleyan University at
Bloomington and the Illinois Conference College
Died at Decatur, 111., August
at Jacksonville,
22, 1892.

BUDA,a village in Bureau County,

at the junc-

with the Buda and Rushville branch of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy
Railroad, and the Sterling and Peoria branch of
the Chicago & Northwestern, 12 miles southwest
of Princeton and 117 miles west-southwest of
Chicago; has excellent water-works, electriction of the

main

light plant, brick

line

and

tile

factory, fine churches,

graded school, a bank and one newspaper
Dairying is carried on quite extensively and a
good-sized creamery is located here. Population
.(1890), 990; (1900), 873.

BUFORD,

in Woodford County, Ky., Jan.
graduated at West Point Military Academy, 1827, and served for some time as Lieutenant
of Artillery; entered Harvard Law School in
1831, served as Assistant Professor of Natural and
Experimental Philosophy there (1834-35), then
resigned his commission, and, after some service
as an engineer upon public works in Kentucky,
established himself as an iron-founder and banker
13,

•

.

•

Napoleon Bonaparte, banker and

was born

-soldier,

1807

;

becoming President
Peoria Railroad. In 1861
he entered the volunteer service, as Colonel of
the Twenty-seventh Illinois, serving at various
points in Western Kentucky and Tennessee, as
also in the siege of Vicksburg, and at Helena,
at

Rock Island, 111.,
Rock Island

of the

in 1857

&

in command from SeptemMarch, 1865. In the meantime, by
promotion, he attained to the rank of MajorGeneral by brevet, being mustered out in August,
1865.
He subsequently held the post of Special
United States Commissioner of Indian Affairs

Ark.,

where he was

ber, 1863, to

•

(1868), and that of Inspector of the Union Pacific
Railroad (1867-69). Died, March 28, 1883.
BULKLET, (Rev.) Justus, educator, was born
at Leicester, Livingston County, N. Y., July 23,
1819, taken to Allegany County, N. Y., at 3
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years of age, where he remained until 17, attending school in a log school-house in the winter and
working on a farm in the summer. His family
then removed to Illinois, finally locating at
Barry, Pike County. In 1842 he entered the
preparatory department of Shurtleff College at
Upper Alton, graduating there in 1847. He was
immediately made Principal of the preparatory
department, remaining two years, when he was
ordained to the Baptist ministry and became
pastor of a church at Jerseyville. Four years
later he was appointed Professor of Mathematics
in Shurtleff College, but remained only two
years, when he accepted the pastorship of a
church at Carrollton, which he continued to fill
nine years, when, in 1864, he was called to a
church at Upper Alton. At the expiration of
one year he was again called to a professorship
in'Shurtleff College, this time taking the chair of
Church History and Church Polity, which he
continued to fill for a period of thirty-four years;
also serving for a time as Acting President during a vacancy in that office. During this period
he was frequently called upon to preside as Moderator at General Associations of the Baptist
Church, and he became widely known, not only
in that denomination, but elsewhere. Died at
Upper Alton, Jan. 16, 1899.
BULL, Lorenzo, banker, Quincy, 111., was born
in Hartford, Conn., March 21, 1819, being the
eldest son of Lorenzo and Elizabeth Goodwin
Bull.
His ancestors on both sides were of the
party who, under Thomas Hooker, moved from
the vicinity of Boston and settled Hartford in
1634.
Leaving Hartford in the spring of 1833, he
arrived at Quincy, 111., entirely without means,
but soon after secured a position with Judge
Henry H. Snow, who then held most of the
county offices, being Clerk of the County Commissioners' Court, Clerk of the Circuit Court,
Recorder, Judge of Probate, Notary Public and
Justice of the Peace. Here the young clerk
made himself acquainted with the people of the
county (at that time few in number), with the
land-system of the country and with the legal
forms and methods of procedure in the courts.
He remained with Judge Snow over two years,
receiving for his services, the first year, six dollars per month, and, for the second, ten dollars
per month, besides his board in Judge Snow's
family. He next accepted a situation with
Messrs. Holmes, Brown & Co., then one of the
most prominent mercantile houses of the city,
remaining through various changes of the firm
until 1844, when he formed a partnership with
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under the firm name of L. & C. H.
and opened a store for the sale of hardware
and crockery, which was the first attempt made
in Quincy to separate the mercantile business
his brother

Bull,

into different departments. Disposing of their
business in 1861, the firm of L. & C. H. Bull
embarked in the private banking business, which
they continued in one location for about thirty
years, when they organized the State Savings

&

Trust Company, in which he held the
position of President until 1898, when he retired.
Mr. Bull has always been active in promoting the
improvement and growth of the city was one of
the five persons who built most of the horse railroads in Quincy, and was, for about twenty years,
The Quincy waterPresident of the Company.
works are now (1898) owned entirely by himself
and his son. He has never sought or held political
office, but at one time was the active President of
He was also
five distinct business corporations.
for some five years one of the Trustees of Illinois
College at Jacksonville. He was married in 1844
to Miss Margaret H. Benedict, daughter of Dr.
Wm. M. Benedict, of Milbury, Mass., and they
have five children now living. In politics he is a
Republican, and his religious associations are with
Charles Henry
the Congregational Church.
(Bull), brother of the preceding, was born in
Hartford, Conn., Dec. 16. 1822, and removed
He commenced
to Quincy, 111., in June, 1837.
business as a clerk in a general store, where
he remained for seven years, when he entered
into partnership with his brother, Lorenzo Bull,
in the hardware and crockery business, to
which was subsequently added dealing in
This business was
agricultural implements.
continued until the year 1861, when it was
sold out, and the brothers established themselves as private bankers under the same firm
name. A few years later they organized the
Merchants' and Farmers' National Bank, which
was mainly owned and altogether managed by
them. Five or six years later this bank was
wound up, when they returned to private banking, continuing in this business until 1891, when
it was merged in the State Savings Loan &
Trust Company, organized under the laws of
Illinois with a capital of §300,000, held equally
by Lorenzo Bull, Charles H. Bull and Edward J.
Parker, respectively, as President, Vice-President and Cashier. Near the close of 1898 the
First National Bank of Quincy was merged into
the State Savings Loan & Trust Company with
J. H. Warfield, the President of the former, as
President of the consolidated concern. Mr. Bull

Loan

;

—

was one of the parties who originally organized
the Quincy, Missouri & Pacific Railroad Company in 1869—a road intended to be built from
Quincy, 111., across the State of Missouri to
Brownsville, Neb., and of which he is now
(1898) the President, the name having been
changed to the Quincy, Omaha & Kansas City
Railway. He was also identified with the construction of the system of

street railways in
Quincy, and continued active in their management for about twenty years. He has been
active in various other public and private enterprises, and has done much to advance the growth
and prosperity of the city.
BUNKER HILL, a city of Macoupin County, on
the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis
Railroad, 37 miles northeast of St. Louis; has
electric-lighting plant, telephone service, coal
mine, flouring mill, wagon and various other
manufactories, two banks, two newspapers, opera
house, numerous churches, public library, a mili-

tary academy and fine public schools, and many
handsome residences is situated on high ground
in a rich agricultural and dairying region and an
;

important shipping-point. Pop. (1900), 1,279.
BUNN, Jacob, banker and manufacturer, was
born in Hunterdon County, N. J., in 1814; came

began
which he afterwards

to Springfield in 1836, and, four years later,

business as a grocer,

to

added that of private banking, continuing until
1878.
During a part of this time his bank was
one of the best known and widely regarded as
one of the most solid institutions of its kind in
the State. Though crippled by the financial
revulsion of 1873-74 .and forced investments in
depreciated real estate, he paid dollar for dollar.
After retiring from banking in 1878, he assumed
charge of the Springfield Watch Factory, in
which he was a large stockholder, and of which
he became the President.
Mr. Bunn was, between 1866 and 1870, a principal stockholder in
"The Chicago Republican" (the predecessor of
"The Inter-Ocean"), and was one of the bankers
who came to the aid of the State Government with
financial assistance at the beginning of the Civil
War. Died at Springfield, Oct. 16, 1897.—John W.
(Bunn), brother of the preceding and successor
to the grocery business of J. & J. W. Bunn, has
been a prominent business man of Springfield,
and served as Treasurer of the State Agricultural
Board from 1858 to 1898. and of the niinois University from its establishment to 1893.
BUNSEN, George, German patriot and educator, wT as born at Frankfort-on-the-Maine, Germany, Feb. 18, 1794, and educated in his native
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city and at Berlin University; while still a
student took part in the Peninsular War which
resulted in the downfall of Napoleon, but resuming his studies in 1816, graduated three years
He then founded a boys' school at Franklater.
fort, which he maintained fourteen years, when,
having been implicated in the republican revolu
tion of 1833, he was forced to leave the country,
locating the following year on a farm in St. Clair
County, 111. Here he finally became a teacher in
the public schools, served in the State Constitutional Convention of 1847, was elected School
•

Commissioner of St. Clair County, and, having
removed to Belleville in 1855, there conducted a
private school for the instruction of teachers
while discharging the duties of his office: later

was appointed a member of the first State School
Board, serving until 1860, and taking part in the
establishment of the Illinois State Normal Uni
He
versity, of which he was a zealous advocate.
was also a contributor to "The Illinois Teacher,"
and, for several years prior to his death, served
as Superintendent of Schools at Belleville without
compensation. Died, November, 1872.
BURCHARD, Horatio C, ex -Congressman, was
born at Marshall, Oneida County, N. Y., Sept. 22,
1825; graduated at Hamilton College, N. Y., in
•

1850,
111.,

and

later

making

his

removed to Stephenson County,

home

at

Freeport.

By

profes-

a lawyer, but he has been also largely
interested in mercantile pursuits. From 1857 to
1860 he was School Commissioner of Stephenson
County; from 1863 to 1866 a member of the State
Legislature, and from 1869 to 1879 a Representative in Congress, being each time elected as a
Republican, for the first time as the successor of
After retiring from Congress,
E. B. Washburne.
he served for six years (1879-85) as Director of the
United States Mint at Philadelphia, with marked
During the World's Columbian Exposiability.
tion at Chicago (1893), Mr. Burchard was in
charge of the Bureau of Awards in connection
with the Mining Department, afterwards resuming the practice of his profession at Freeport.
sion he

is

BURDETTE, Robert Jones, journalist and
humorist, was born in Greensborough, Pa. July
30, 1844, and taken to Peoria, 111., in early life,
where he was educated in the public schools. In
1862 he enlisted as a private in the Forty -seventh
Illinois Volunteers and served to the end of the
war; adopted journalism in 1869, being employed
upon "The Peoria Transcript" and other papers
of that city. Later he became associated with
"The Burlington (Iowa) Hawkeye," upon which
he gained a wide reputation as a genial humor,
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Several volumes of his sketches have been
published, but in recent years he has devoted hii
attention chiefly to lecturing, with occasional
ist.

contributions to the literary press.

BUREAU COUNTY,

set

off

from

Putnam

near the center of the northern
half of the State, Princeton being made the
county-seat. Coal had been discovered in 1834,
there being considerable quantities mined at
Mineral and Selby. Sheffield also has an important coal trade. Public lands were offered for sale
as early as 1835, and by 1844 had been nearly all
sold. Princeton was platted in 1832, and, in 1890,
contained a population of 3,396. The county has
an area of 870 square miles, and, according to the
census of 1900, a population of 41,112. The pioneer settler was Henry Thomas, who erected the
first cabin, in Bureau township, in 1828.
He was
soon followed by the Ament brothers (Edward,
Justus and John L. ) and for a time settlers came
in rapid succession, among the earliest being
Amos Leonard, Daniel Dimmick, John Hall,
William Hoskins, Timothy Perkins, Leonard
Roth,
Bulbona and John Dixon. Serious
Indian disturbances in 1831 caused a hegira of
the settlers, some of whom never returned. In
1833 a fort was erected for the protection of the
whites, and, in 1836, there began a new and large
influx of immigrants. Among other early settlers were John H. and Arthur Bryant, brothers
of the poet, William Cullen Bryant.

County in

1837,

,

BUREAU

OF LABOR STATISTICS, established in 1879, being an outgrowth of the agitation
and discontent among the laboring classes, which
culminated in 1877-78. The Board consists of
five Commissioners, who serve for a nominal
compensation, their term of office being two
years.
They are nominated by the Executive
and confirmed by the Senate. The law requires
that three of them shall be manual laborers and
two employers of manual labor. The Bureau is
charged with the collection, compilation and
tabulation of statistics relative to labor in Illinois, particularly in its relation to the commercial, industrial, social, educational and sanitary
conditions of the working classes. The Commission is required to submit biennial reports.

Those already published contain much information of value concerning coal and lead mines,
convict labor, manufactures, strikes and lockouts, wages, rent, cost of
living, mortgage
indebtedness, and kindred topics.
BURGESS, Alexander, Protestant Episcopal
Bishop of the diocese of Quincy, was born at
Providence, R. I., Oct. 31, 1819. He graduated
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from Brown University in 1838 and from the
General Theological Seminary (New York) in
1841.
He was made a Deacon, Nov. 3, 1842, and
ordained a priest, Nov. 1, 1843. Prior to his elevation to the episcopate he was rector of various
parishes in Maine, at Brooklyn, N. Y., and at
He represented the dioceses
Springfield, Mass.
of Maine, Long Island and Massachusetts in the
General Conventions of the Protestant Episcopal
Church from 1844 to 1877, and, in the latter year,
was President of the House of Deputies. Upon
the death of his brother George, Bishop of Maine,
he was chosen by the clergy of the diocese to succeed him but declined. When the diocese of
Quincy. 111. was created, he was elected its first
Bishop, and consecrated at Christ Church, SpringBesides publishing
field, Mass., on May 15, 1878.
a memoir of his brother, Bishop Burgess is the
author of several Sunday-school question books,
carols and hymns, and has been a contributor to
periodical church literature. His residence is at
Peoria.

BURLEY, Arthur Oilman,
at Exeter, N. H., Oct.

4,

merchant, was born

1812, received his edu-

cation in the local schools, and, in 1835,

came

West, locating in Chicago. For some two years
he served as clerk in the boot, shoe and clothing
store of John Holbrook, after which he accepted
a position with his half-brother, Stephen F. Gale,
the proprietor of the first book and stationery
In 1838 he invested his savings
store in Chicago.
in a bankrupt stock of crockery, purchased from
the old State Bank, and entered upon a business
career which was continued uninterruptedly for
nearly sixty years. In that time Mr. Burley
built up a business which, for its extent and
success, was unsurpassed in its time in the West.
His brother in-law, Mr. John Tyrrell, became a
member of the firm in 1852. the business thereafter being conducted under the name of Burley
& Tyrrell, with Mr. Burley as President of the
his death, which occurred, August
Augustus Harris (Burley), brother of
the preceding, was born at Exeter, N. H., March
28, 1819 was educated in the schools of his native
State, and, in his youth, was employed for a

Company until
27, 1897.

;

time as a clerk in Boston. In 1837 he came to
Chicago and took a position as clerk or salesman
in the book and stationery store of his halfbrother, Stephen F. Gale, subsequently became a
partner, and, on the retirement of Mr. Gale a
few years later, succeeded to the control of the
In 1857 he disposed of his book and
business.
stationery business, and about the same time
became one of the founders of the Merchants'

Loan and Trust Company, with which he has
been connected as a Director ever since. Mr.
Burley was a member of the volunteer fire department organized in Chicago in 1841 Among the
numerous public positions held by him may be
mentioned, member of the 'Board of Public Works
(1867-70), the first Superintendent of Lincoln Park
(1869), Representative from Cook County in the
Twenty-seventh General Assembly (1870-72), City
Comptroller during the administration of Mayor
Medill (1872-73), and again undsr Mayor Roche
(1887), and member of the City Council (1881-82).
Politically, Mr. Burley has been a zealous Republican and served on the Chicago Union Defense
Committee in the first year of the Civil War, and
was a delegate from the State-at-large to the
National Republican Convention at Baltimore in
1864, which nominated Abraham Lincoln for the
Presidency a second time.
BURNHAM, Daniel Hudson, architect, was
born at Henderson, N. Y., Sept. 4, 1846; came to
Chicago at 9 years of age; attended private
schools and the Chicago High School, after which
he spent two years at Waltham, Mass. receiving
special instruction returning to Chicago in 1867,
he was afterwards associated with various firms.
About 1873 he formed a business connection with
J. W. Root, architect, which extended to the
death of the latter in 1891. The firm of Burnham
& Root furnished the plans of a large number of
the most conspicuous business buildings in Chicago, but won their greatest distinction in connection with the construction of buildings for the
World's Columbian Exposition, of which Mr.
Root was Supervising Architect previous to his
death, while Mr. Burnham was made Chief of
Construction and, later, Director of Works. In
this capacity his authority was almost absolute,
but was used with a discretion that contributed
greatly to the success of the enterprise.
BURR, Albert G., former Congressman, was
born in Genesee County, N. Y, Nov. 8, 1829;
came to Illinois about 1832 with his widowed
mother, who settled in Springfield. In early life
he became a citizen of Winchester, where he read
law and was admitted to the bar, also, for a time,
following the occupation of a printer. Here he
was twice elected to the lower house of the Gen,

;

eral

Assembly

(1860

and

1862),

meanwhile serving

of the State Constitutional Convention of 1862. Having removed to Carrollton,
Greene County, he was elected as a Democrat to
as a

member

the Fortieth and Forty-first Congresses (1866 and
In August,
1868), serving until March 4, 1871.
1877, he was elected Circuit Judge to fill a
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vacancy and was re-elected for the regular term
June 10, 1882.
BURRELL, Orlando, member of Congress, was
born in Bradford County, Pa. removed with his
parents to White County, 111., in 1834, growing
up on a farm near Carmi received a common
in June, 1879, but died in office,

;

;

school education; in 1850 went to California,
driving an ox-team across the plains. Soon after
the beginning of the Civil War (1861) he raised a
company of cavalry, of which he was elected

Captain, and which became a part of the First
Regiment Illinois Cavalry; served as County
Judge from 1873 to 1881, and was elected Sheriff
In 1894 he was elected Representative
in 1886.
in Congress as a Republican front the Twentieth
District, composed of counties which formerly
constituted a large part of the old

Nineteenth

and which had uniformly been represented by a Democrat. He suffered defeat as a
District,

candidate for re-election in 1896.

BURROUGHS, John

Curtis, clergyman

and

was born in Stamford, N. Y., Dec. 7,
graduated at Yale College in 1842, and
Madison Theological Seminary in 1846. After
five years spent as pastor of Baptist churches at
Waterford and West Troy, N. Y., in 1852 he
educator,
1818;

assumed the pastorate of the First Baptist Church
of Chicago; about 1856 was elected to the presidency of the Chicago University, then just
having previously declined the
established,
presidency of Shurtleff College at Upper Alton.
Resigning his position in 1874, he soon after
became a member of the Chicago Board of Education, and, in 1884, was elected Assistant Superintendent of Public Schools of that city, serving
until his death, April 21, 1892.
BUSEY, Samuel T., banker and ex-Congressman, was born at Greencastle, Ind., Nov. 16,
1835 in infancy was brought by his parents to
Urbana, 111., where he was educated and has
since resided. From 1857 to 1859 he was engaged
but during 1860-61
in mercantile pursuits,
attended a commercial college and read law. In
1862 he was chosen Town Collector, but resigned
to enter the Union Army, being commissioned
Second Lieutenant by Governor Yates, and
assigned to recruiting service. Having aided in
the organization of the Seventy-sixth Illinois
Volunteers, he was commissioned its LieutenantColonel, August 12, 1862 was afterward promoted
to the colonelcy, and mustered out of service at
Chicago, August 6, 1865, with the rank of Brevet
Brigadier-General. In 1866 he was an unsuccessful candidate for the General Assembly on the
Democratic ticket, and for Trustee of the State
;

;

University in 1888.

Mayor and President
of Urbana.

From

G9

1880 to 1889

he was

of the Board of Education

In 1867 he opened a private bank,

which he conducted
1890 he was elected

for

twenty-one years.

In

from the

Fif-

to Congress

teenth Illinois District, defeating Joseph G. Cannon, Republican, by whom he was in turn
defeated for the same office in 1892.
BUSHNELL, a flourishing city and manufacturing center in McDonough County, 11 miles
northeast of Macomb, at the junction of two

branches of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy
with the Toledo, Peoria & Western Railroads 6as
numerous manufactories, including wooden
pumps, flour, agricultural implements, wagons
and carriages, tank and fence-work, rural mailboxes, mattresses, brick, besides egg and poultry
packing houses; also has water-works and elec;

tric lights, grain elevators, three banks, several

churches, graded public and high schools, two
newspapers and a public library. Pop. (1900), 2,490.
BUSHNELL, Nehemiah, lawyer, was born in
the town of Westbrook, Conn., Oct. 9, 1813;
graduated at Yale College in 1835, studied law
and was admitted to the bar in 1837, coming in
December of the same year to Quincy, 111., where,
for a time, he assisted in editing "The Whig"
of that city, later forming a partnership with
O. H. Browning, which was never fully broken
until his death.
In his practice he gave much
attention to land titles in the "Military Tract"

was President of the portion of the Northern Cross Railroad between Quincy and Galesburg (now a part of the Chicago, Burlington &
Quincy), and later of the Quincy Bridge Company
and the Quincy & Palmyra (Mo.) Railroad. In
in 1851

was elected by the Republicans the
"minority" Representative from Adams County
in the Twenty-eighth General Assembly, but
died during the succeeding session, Jan. 31, 1873.
He was able, high-minded and honorable in public
1872 he

and private

life.

BUSHNELL, Washington,

lawyer and Attorney-General, was born in Madison County, N. Y.,
Sept. 30, 1825; in 1837 came with his father to
Lisbon, Kendall County, 111. where he worked on
a farm and taught at times studied law at Poughkeepsie, N. Y., was admitted to the bar and
established himself in practice at Ottawa, 111.
The public positions held by him were those of
,

;

State Senator for

La

Salle

County

(1861-69)

and

Attorney -General (1869-73); was also a member
of the Republican National Convention of 1864,
besides being identified with various business
enterprises at Ottawa.
Died, June 30, 1885.
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BUTLER, William, State Treasurer, was born
in Adair County, Ky., Dec. 15, 1797; during the
war of 1812, at the age of 16 years, served as the
messenger of the Governor of Kentucky, carrying
dispatches to Gen. "William Henry Harrison in
the field; removed to Sangamon County, 111., in
1828. and, in 1836, was appointed Clerk of the
Circuit Court by Judge Stephen T. Logan. In
1859 he served as foreman of the Grand Jury
which investigated the "canal scrip frauds"
charged against ex -Governor Matteson, and it
was largely through his influence that the proceedings of that body were subsequently pubDuring the same year
lished in an official form.
Governor Bissell appointed him State Treasurer
to fill a vacancy caused by the resignation of
James Miller, and he was elected to the same
Mr. Butler was an ardent supoffice in 1860.
porter of Abraham Lincoln, whom he efficiently
befriended in the early struggles of the latter
He died in Springfield. Jan. 11,

in Springfield.
1876.

BUTTERFIELD,

Justin, early

lawyer,

was

rounded by angels" (bowing

still

lower to a party

of ladies in the audience), "in the presence

of

the holy apostles, in behalf of the prophet of
the Lord." On another occasion, being asked if
he was opposed to the war with Mexico, he
replied,
"I opposed one war" meaning his
opposition as a Federalist to the War of 1812
"but learned the folly of it. Henceforth I am for
war, pestilence and famine." He died, Oct. 25,

—

1855.

BYFORD, William H., physician and author,
was born at Eaton, Ohio, March 20, 1817; in 1830
came with his widowed mother to Crawford
County, 111., and began learning the tailor's
trade at Palestine; later studied medicine at
Vincennes and practiced at different points in
Indiana. Meanwhile, having graduated at the
Ohio Medical College, Cincinnati, in 1850, he
assumed a professorship in a Medical College at
Evansville, Ind., also editing a medical journal.
In 1857 he removed to Chicago, where he accepted a chair in Rush Medical College, but two
years later became one of the founders of the

born at Keene, N. II., in 1790. He studied at
Williams College, and was admitted to the bar
After some years
at Watertown, N. Y., in 1812.
devoted to practice at Adams and at Sackett's
Harbor, N. Y., he removed to New Orleans, where
he attained a high rank at the bar. In 1835 he
settled in Chicago and soon became a leader in
his profession there also. In 1841 he was appointed
by President Harrison United States District Attorney for the District of Illinois, and, in 1849, by
President Taylor Commissioner of the General
Land Office, one of his chief competitors for the
This dislatter place being Abraham Lincoln.
tinction he probably owed to the personal influence of Daniel Webster, then Secretary of State,
of whom Mr. Butterfield was a personal friend
and warm admirer. While Commissioner, he
rendered valuable service to the State in securing
the canal land grant. As a lawyer he was logical
and resourceful, as well as witty and quick at

Chicago Medical College, where he remained
twenty years. He then (1879) returned to Rush,
assuming the chair of Gynecology. In 1870 he

repartee, yet his chief strength lay before the

ing district; has two banks and two weekly
papers. Population (1890), 698; (1900), 1,015.

Court rather than the jury.

Numerous

stories

Woman's Medical ColChicago, remaining President of the
Faculty and Board of Trustees until his death,
May 21, 1890. He published a number of medical
works which are regarded as standard by the
profession, besides acting as associate of Dr. N. S.
Davis in the editorship of "The Chicago Medical
Journal" and as editor-in-chief of "The Medical
Journal and Examiner," the successor of the
former. Dr. Byford was held in the highest
esteem as a physician and a man, both by the
general public and his professional associates.
assisted in founding the

lege of

BYRON, a village of Ogle County, in a picturesque region on Rock River, at junction of the
Chicago Great Western and the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railways, 83 miles west-northwest from Chicago

;

is

in rich

farming and dairy-

are told of his brilliant sallies at the bar and

elsewhere. One of the former relates to his
address before Judge Nathaniel Pope, of the
United States Court at Springfield, in a habeascorpus case to secure the release of Joseph Smith,

the Mormon prophet, who was under arrest under
the charge of complicity in an attempt to assassinRising to begin
ate Governor Boggs of Missouri.
his argument, Mr. Butterfield said: "I am to
address the Pope" (bowing to the Court), "sur-

CABLE,

a town in Mercer County, on the Rock
Peoria Railroad, 26 miles south by east
from Rock Island. Coal-mining is the principal
industry, but there are also tile works, a good
quality of clay for manufacturing purposes being
found in abundance. Population (1880), 572-,

Island

&

(1890), 1,276; (1900). 697.

CABLE, Benjamin
was born

T., capitalist

in Georgetown,

Scott

and

politician,

County, Ky..
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August

11, 1853.

When

his father's family

lie

removed

was three years old
to Rock Island, 111.,

where he has since resided. After passing
through the Rock Island public schools, he matriculated at the University of Michigan, graduating
He owns extensive ranch and
in June, 1870.

manufacturing property, and is reputed wealthy
is also an active Democratic politician, and influential in his party, having been a member of both
the National and State Central Committees. In
1890 he was elected to Congress from the Eleventh
Illinois District, but since 1893 has held no public
office.

CABLE, Ransom

R., railway manager, was
born in Athens County, Ohio, Sept. 23, 1834.
His early training was mainly of the practical

and by the time he was 17 years old he was
actively employed as a lumberman. In 1857 he
removed to Illinois, first devoting his attention
to coal mining in the neighborhood of Rock
Island.
Later he became interested in the projection and management of railroads, being in
turn Superintendent, Vice-President and President of the Rock Island & Peoria Railroad. His
next position was that of General Manager of the
Rockford, Rock Island & St. Louis Railroad. His
sort,

experience in these positions rendered him familiar with both the scope and the details of railroad
management, while his success brought him to
the favorable notice of those who controlled railway interests all over the country. In 1876 he
was elected a Director of the Chicago, Rock
Island & Pacific Railway. In connection with
this company he has held, successively, the
offices of Vice-President, Assistant to the President, General Manager and President, being chief
executive officer since 1880. (See Chicago, Rock
Island & Pacific Railway. )
CAHOKIA, the first permanent white settle-

ment

French colonial times,
French Jesuit missionaries established the mission of the Tamaroas
here in 1700, to which they gave the name of
in Illinois, and, in

one of

its

principal towns.

"Sainte Famille de Caoquias," antedating the
settlement at Kaskaskia of the same year by a

few

months.

jointly

when

Cahokia

and

made the county -seats

Kaskaskia

were

of St. Clair County,

that county was organized by Governor St.
Five years later, when Randolph

Clair in 1790.

County was

set off

from

St. Clair,

Cahokia was

continued as the county-seat of the parent
county, so remaining until the removal of the
seat of justice to Belleville in 1814.
Like its
early rival, Kaskaskia, it has dwindled in importance until, in 1890, its population was estimated

71

Descendants of the early French settlers

at 100.

make up

a considerable portion of the present
The site of the old town is on the
line of the Baltimore & Ohio Southwestern Railroad, about four miles from East St. Louis.
Some of the most remarkable Indian mounds in
the Mississippi Valley, known as "the Cahokia
Mounds, " are located in the vicinity. (See Moundpopulation.

Works of the.)
CAIRNES, Abraham, a

Builders,

native of Kentucky, in

1816 settled in that part of Crawford County,

which was embraced

in

111.,

Lawrence County on the

organization of the latter in 1821. Mr. Cairnes
was a member of the House for Crawford County
in the Second General Assembly (1820-22), and
for Lawrence County in the Third (1822-24), in
the latter voting against the pro-slavery Convention
scheme. He removed from Lawrence
County to some point on the Mississippi River in
1826, but further details of his history are un-

known.

CAIRO, the county-seat of Alexander County,
and the most important river point between St.
Louis and Memphis. Its first charter was obtained from the Territorial Legislature by Shadrach Bond (afterwards Governor of Illinois), John
G. Comyges and others, who incorporated the
"City and Bank of Cairo. " The company entered
about 1,800 acres, but upon the death of Mr. Comyges, the land reverted to the Government.
The
forfeited tract was re-enttred in 1835 by Sidney
Breese and others, who later transferred it to the
"Cairo City and Canal Company," a corporation
chartered in 1837, which, by purchase, increased
its

holdings to 10,000 acres.

said to have erected the

Peter Stapleton

first

house,

is

and John

Hawley the second, within the town limits. In
consideration of certain privileges, the Illinois
Central Railroad has erected around the water
During the Civil War Cairo was an important base
for military operations. Its population, according
to the census of 1900, was 12,566.
(See also Alexander County.
CAIRO BRIDGE, THE, one of the triumphs of
modern engineering, erected by the Illinois Central Railroad Company across the Ohio River,
opposite the city of Cairo. It is the longest
metallic bridge across a river in the world, being
thirty-three feet longer than the Tay Bridge, in
Scotland. The work of construction was begun,
July 1, 1887, and uninterruptedly prosecuted for
twenty-seven months, being completed, Oct. 29,
front a substantial levee, eighty feet wide.

1889.

ten

The

first

train to cross

locomotives

coupled

it

was made up of
The ap-

together.
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proaches from both the Illinois and Kentucky
shores consist of iron viaducts and well-hraced
timber trestles. The Illinois viaduct approach
consists of seventeen spans of 150 feet each, and
one span of 106 % feet. All these rest on cylinder piers filled with concrete, and are additionally
supjjorted by piles driven within the cylinders.
The viaduct on the Kentucky shore is of similar
general construction. The total number of spans
twenty -one being of 150 feet each,
is twenty -two
and one of 106X feet. The total length of the
metal work, from end to end, is 10,650 feet,
including that of the bridge proper, which is
4.644 feet. The latter consists of nine through
spans and three deck spans. The through spans
rest on ten first-class masonry piers on pneumatic
foundations. The total length of the bridge,
including the timber trestles, is 20,461 feet about
3% miles. Four-fifths of the Illinois trestle
work has been filled in with earth, while that on
the southern shore has been virtually replaced by
an embankment since the completion of the
The bridge proper stands 104.42 feet in
bridge.
the clear above low water, and from the deepest
foundation to the top of the highest iron work is
248.94 feet. The total cost of the work, including
the filling and embankment of the trestles, has
been (1895) between §3,250,000 and $3,500,000.

—

—

k

CAIRO, YINCE1Y1YES

& CHICAGO RAIL-

ROAD,

a division of the Cleveland, Cincinnati,
Chicago & St. Louis Railway, extending from
Danville to Cairo (261 miles), with a branch nine
miles in length from St. Francisville, 111. to Vincennes, Ind. It was chartered as the Cairo &
Vincennes Railroad in 1867, completed in 1872,
placed in the hands of a receiver in 1874, sold
under foreclosure in January, 1880, and for some
time operated as the Cairo Division of the
Wabash, St. Louis & Pacific Railway. In 1889,
having been surrendered by the Wabash, St.
Louis & Pacific Railway, it was united with the
Danville & Southwestern Railroad, reorganized as
the Cairo, Vincennes & Chicago Railroad, and,
in 1890, leased to the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis Railway, of which it is known
(See Cleveland, Cincinas the "Cairo Division."
nati, Chicago & St. Louis Railway.)
,

Wethersfield, Conn., Feb. 21, 1773,
his literary education at Hartford,
fessional at Rutland, Vt.

and received'
and his pro-

He married

a daughter

Matthew Lyon, who was a native of
Ireland, and who served two terms in Congress
from Vermont, four from Kentucky (1803-11),
and was elected the first Delegate in Congress
of Hon.

from Arkansas Territory, but died before taking

Lyon was also a resident for a time of St. Louis, and was a candidate
for Delegate to Congress from Missouri Territor}%
but defeated by Edward Hempstead (see Hempstead, Edward).
Dr. Caldwell descended the
Ohio River in 1799 in company with Lyon's
family and his brother-in-law, John Messinger
(see Messinger, John), who afterwards became a
prominent citizen of St. Clair County, the party
locating at Eddyville, Ky. In 1802, Caldwell
and Messinger removed to Illinois, landing near
old Fort Chartres, and remained some time in
the American Bottom. The former finally
located on the banks of the Mississippi a few
miles above St. Louis, where he practiced his
profession and held various public offices, including those of Justice of the Peace and County
Judge for St. Clair County, as also for Madison
County after the organization of the latter. He
served as State Senator from Madison County
in the First and Second General Assemblies;
(1818-22), and, having removed in 1820 within the
his seat in August, 1822.

what is now Morgan County (but still
embraced in Greene), in 1822 was elected
to the Senate for Greene and Pike Counties
the latter at that time embracing all the northern
and northwestern part of the State, including
During the following sesthe county of Cook.
sion of the Legislature he was a sturdy opponent
of the scheme to make Illinois a slave State. His
home in Morgan County was in a locality known
as "Swinerton's Point," a few miles west of
Jacksonville, where he died, August 1, 1826.
(See Slavery and Slave Laws.) Dr. Caldwell (or
Cadwell, as he was widely known) commanded
limits of
earlier

(See

a high degree of respect among early residents of
Illinois.
Governor Reynolds, in his "Pioneer
History of Illinois," says of him: "He was
moral and correct in his public and private life,
was a respectable physician, and always
maintained an unblemished character."
CALHOUN, John, pioneer printer and editor,
was born at Watertown, N. Y., April 14, 1808;

Chicago Railroad.)
CALDWELL, (Dr.) George, early physician
and legislator (the name is spelled both Cadwell
and Caldwell in the early records), was born at

learned the printing trade and practiced it in his
native town, also working in a type-foundry in
Albany and as a compositor in Troy. In the fall
of 1833 he came to Chicago, bringing with him

CAIRO &
Louis
way. )

&

ST. LOUIS RAILROAD. (See St.
Cairo Railroad and Mobile & Ohio Rail-

CAIRO & VINCE1V1VES RAILROAD.
Cairo, Vincennes

&

.

.

.
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an

weekly paper,
began the issue of "The Chicago

outfit for the publication of a

and, on Nov.

26,

—

the first paper ever published in that
Mr. Calhoun retained the management of
the paper three years, transferring it in Novem-

Democrat"
city.

John Wentworth, who conducted it
by "The Tribune" in July,
Mr. Calhoun afterwards served as County

ber, 1836, to

until its absorption
1861.

Treasurer,

still

later as Collector, and, finally, as

agent of the Illinois Central Railroad in procuring right of way for the construction of its lines.
Died in Chicago, Feb. 20, 1859.
CALHOUN, John, surveyor and politician, was
born in Boston, Mass., Oct. 14, 1806; removed to
Springfield, 111., in 1830, served in the Black
Hawk War and was soon after appointed County
Surveyor. It was under Mr. Calhoun, and by his
appointment, that Abraham Lincoln served for
some time as Deputy Surveyor of Sangamon
County. In 1838 Calhoun was chosen Representative in the General Assembly, but was defeated
in 1840, though elected Clerk of the House at the
following session. He was a Democratic Presidential Elector in 1844, was an unsuccessful
candidate for the nomination for Governor in
1846, and, for three terms (1849, '50 and '51),
served as Mayor of the city of Springfield. In
1852 he was defeated by Richard Yates (afterwards Governor and United States Senator), as a
candidate for Congress, but two years later was
appointed by President Pierce Surveyor-General
of Kansas, where he became discreditably conspicuous by his zeal in attempting to carry out
the policy of the Buchanan administration for
making Kansas a slave State especially in connection with the Lecompton Constitutional Convention, with the election of which he had much
Died at St.
to do, and over which he presided.

—

Joseph, Mo., Oct. 25, 1859.

CALHOUN, William

lawyer, was born in
After residing at
various points in that State, his family removed
to Ohio, where he worked on a farm until 1864,
when he enlisted as a private in the Nineteenth
Ohio Volunteer Infantry, serving to the end of
the war. He participated in a number of severe
battles while with Sherman on the march against
Pittsburg,

Pa.,

Oct.

5,

J.,

1847.

Thomas to Nashfew months of the

Atlanta, returning with General

Tenn. During the last
war he served in Texas, being mustered out at
San Antonio in that State, though receiving his
final discharge at Columbus, Ohio.
After the
war he entered the Poland Union Seminary,
where he became the intimate personal friend of
Maj. William McKinley, who was elected to the
ville,
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Presidency in 1896. Having graduated at the
seminary, he came to Areola, Douglas County,
111., and began the study of law, later taking a
course in a law school in Chicago, after which he
was admitted to the bar (1875) and established
himself in practice at Danville as the partner of
the Hon. Joseph B. Mann. In 1882 Mr. Calhoun
was elected as a Republican to the lower branch
of the Thirty-third General Assembly and, during
the following session, proved himself one of the
ablest members of that body.
In May, 1897, Mr.
Calhoun was appointed by President McKinley a
special envoy to investigate the circumstances
attending the death of Dr. Ricardo Ruiz, a naturalized citizen of the United States who had
died while a prisoner in the hands of the Spaniards
during the rebellion then in progress in Cuba.
In 1898 he was appointed a member of the InterState Commerce Commission to succeed William
R. Morrison, whose term had expired.

CALHOUN COUNTY,
Mississippi

and

situated

between the
above their

Illinois Rivers, just

It has an area of 260 square miles,
with a population (1900) of 8,917; was organized
in 1825 and named for John C. Calhoun.
Originally, the county was well timbered and the
early settlers were largely engaged in lumbering,
which tended to give the population more or less
of a migratory character. Much of the timber
has been cleared off, and the principal business
in later years has been agriculture, although coal
is found and mined in paying quantities along
Silver Creek.
Tradition has it that the aborigines found the precious metals in the bed of this
stream. It was originally included within the
limits of the Military Tract set apart for the
veterans of the War of 1812. The physical conformation of the county's surface exhibits some
peculiarities.
Limestone bluffs, rising sometimes to the height of 200 feet, skirt the banks of
-both rivers, while through the center of the
county runs a ridge dividing the two watersheds.
The side valleys and the top of the central ridge
are alike fertile. The bottom lands are very
rich, but are liable to inundation.
The countyseat and principal town is Hardin, with a popula-

junction.

tion (1890) of 311.

CALLAHAN, Ethelbert, lawyer and legislator,
was born near Newark, Ohio, Dec. 17, 1829;
came to Crawford County, 111., in 1849, where he
farmed, taught school and edited, at different
times, "The Wabash Sentinel" and "The Marshall
Telegraph." He early identified himself with
the Republican party, and, in 1864, was the
Republican candidate for Congress in his

dis-

HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.

74

became a member of the first State Board
Equalization by appointment of Governor
Oglesby in 1867 served in the lower house of the
General Assembly during the sessions of 1875, '91,
'93 and '95, and, in 1893-95, on a Joint Committee

tories.

Some

library,

two newspapers, three banks, good
and handsome public (county) buildings.

Revenue Laws. He was also
Presidential Elector in 1880, and again in 1888.

Population (1880), 1,203 j
census report, 940; (1900),

Mr. Callahan wT as admitted to the bar when past
30 years of age, and was President of the State
Bar Association in 1889. His home is at Robinson.
CALUMET RIVER, a short stream the main
body of which is formed by the union of two
branches which come together at the southern
boundary of the city of Chicago, and which flows
into Lake Michigan a short distance north of the
Indiana State line. The eastern branch, known
as the Grand Calumet, flows in a westerly direction from Northwestern Indiana and unites with
the Little Calumet from the west, 3)4 miles from
the mouth of the main, stream. From the southern limit of Chicago the general course of the
stream is north between Lake Calumet and Wolf
Lake, which it serves to drain. At its mouth,
Calumet Harbor has been constructed, which
admits of the entrance of vessels of heavy
draught, and is a shipping and receiving

CAMERON, James, Cumberland Presbyterian
minister and pioneer, was born in Kentucky in
1791, came to Illinois in 1815, and, in 1818, settled
in Sangamon County.
In 1829 he is said to have
located where the town of New Salem (afterwards associated with the early history of Abraham Lincoln) was built, and of which he and

importance for heavy freight for
Steel Works, the Pullman Palace
Car Works and other manufacturing establishments in that vicinity. The river is regarded as
a navigable stream, and has been dredged by the
General Government to a depth of twenty feet
and 200 feet wide for a distance of two miles,
with a depth of sixteen feet for the remainder of

Avenues. It was ^originally designed and solely
used as a camp of instruction for new recruits.
Afterwards it was utilized as a place of confinement for Confederate prisoners of war. (For
plot to liberate the latter, together with other

the distance to the forks. The Calumet feeder
for the Illinois and Michigan Canal extends from
the west branch (or Little Calumet) to the canal

in

trict

;

of

;

to revise the State

point

the

of

Illinois

Willow Springs. The stream
was known to the early French explorers as "the
Calimic," and was sometimes confounded by
them with the Chicago River.
in the vicinity of

CALUMET RIVER RAILROAD,

a short

line,

wholly within Cook
County. The Pennsylvania Railroad Company
is the lessee, but the line is not operated at present
Its outstanding capital stock is §68,700.
(1898).
It has no funded debt, but has a floating debt of

4.43 miles in length, lying

making a total capitalization of 81G5,087.
This road extends from One Hundredth Street in
Chicago to Hegewisch, and was chartered in 1883.
(See Pennsylvania Railroad.)
CAMBRIDGE, the county-seat of Henry
County, about 160 miles southwest of Chicago,
on the Rock Island & Peoria Railroad. It is situated in a fertile region chiefly devoted to
§116,357,

agriculture and stock-raising. The city is a considerable grain market and has some manufac-

schools,

coal

is

also mined.

It

has a public

United States

(1890),

1,345.

James Rutledge were the founders.

He

is also

have officiated at the funeral of Ann
Rutledge, with whose memory Mr. Lincoln's
name has been tenderly associated by his biogsaid to

raphers.

Mr.

Cameron subsequently removed

successively to Fulton County, 111. to Iowa and
to California, dying at a ripe old age, in the latter
,

State, about 1878.

CAMP DOUGLAS, a Federal military camp
established at Chicago early in the War of the
Rebellion, located between Thirty-first Street and
College Place, and Cottage Grove and Forest

similar prisoners in Illinois, see
Conspiracy.

Camp Douglas

CAMP DOUGLAS CONSPIRACY, a plot formed
1864 for the liberation of

the

Confederate
Douglas),
Rock Island, Alton and Springfield. It was to be
but a preliminary step in the execution of a
design long cherished by the Confederate Government, viz., the seizing of the organized governments of Ohio, Indiana and Illinois, and the
formation of a Northwestern Confederacy,
through the cooperation of the "Sons of Lib(See Secret Treasonable Societies.) Three
erty."
peace commissioners (Jacob Thompson, C. C.
Clay and J. P. Holcomb), who had been sent
from Richmond to Canada, held frequent
conferences with leaders of the treasonable
organizations in the North, including Clement L.
Vallandigham, Bowles, of Indiana, and one
Charles Walsh, who was head of the movement
in Chicago, with a large number of allies in that
city and scattered throughout the States.
The
general management of the affair was entrusted
to Capt. Thomas H. Hines, who had been second

prisoners of

war

at Chicago (in

Camp
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command to the rebel Gen. John Morgan during his raid north of the Ohio River, while Col.
in

Vincent Marmaduke, of Missouri, and G. St. Leger
Grenfell (an Englishman) were selected to
carry out the military program. Hines followed
out his instructions with great zeal and labored
indefatigably. Thompson's duty was to disseminate incendiary treasonable literature, and
strengthen the timorous "Sons of Liberty" by
the use of argument and money, both he and his
agents being lavishly supplied with the latter.
There was to be a draft in July, 1864, and it was
determined to arm the "Sons of Liberty" for
resistance, the date of uprising being fixed for
July 20. This part of the scheme, however, was
Captain Hines located himfinally abandoned.
self at Chicago, and personally attended to the
distribution of funds and the purchase of arms.
The date finally fixed for the attempt to liberate
the Southern prisoners was August 29, 1864, when
Convention was to
the National Democratic
assemble at Chicago. On that date it was
expected the city would be so crowded that the
presence of the promised force of "Sons" would
not excite comment. The program also included
an attack on the city by water, for which purpose reliance was placed upon a horde of Canadian refugees, under Capt. John B. Castleman.
There were some 26,500 Southern prisoners in the
State at this time, of whom about 8,000 were at
Chicago, 6,000 at Rock Island, 7,500 at SpringIt was estimated that
field, and 5,000 at Alton.
there were 4,000 "Sons of Liberty" in Chicago,
who would be largely reenforced. With these
and the Canadian refugees the prisoners at Camp
Douglas were to be liberated, and the army thus
formed was to march upon Rock Island, SpringBut suspicions were aroused,
field and Alton.
and the Camp was reenforced by a regiment of
infantry and a battery. The organization of the
proposed assailing force was very imperfect, and
the great majority of those who were to compose
Not enough of the
it were lacking in courage.
latter reported for service to justify an attack,
and the project was postponed. In the meantime
a preliminary part of the plot, at least indirectly
connected with the Camp Douglas conspiracy,
and which contemplated the release of the rebel
officers confined on Johnson's Island in Lake
Erie, had been "nipped in the bud" by the arrest
of Capt. C. H. Cole, a Confederate officer in disguise, on the 19th of September, just as he was

on the point of putting in execution a scheme for
seizing the United States steamer Michigan at
Sandusky, and putting on board of it a Confeder-
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ate crew. November 8 was the date next selected
to carry out the Chicago scheme the day of President Lincoln's second election. The same pre-

—

liminaries were arranged, except that no water
attack was to be made. But Chicago was to be

burned and flooded, and its banks pillaged.
Detachments were designated to apply the torch,
to open fire plugs, to levy arms, and to attack
banks. But representatives of the United States
Secret Service had been initiated into the "Sons
of Liberty," and the plans of Captain Hines and
his associates were well known to the authorities.
An efficient body of detectives was put
upon their track by Gen. B. J. Sweet, the commandant at Camp Douglas, although some of the
most valuable service in running down the conspiracy and capturing its agents, was rendered
by Dr. T. Winslow Ayer of Chicago, a Colonel
Langhorne (an ex-Confederate who had taken
the oath of allegiance without the knowledge of
some of the parties to the plot), and Col. J. T.
Shanks, a Confederate prisoner who was known
"The Texan." Both Langhorne and Shanks
were appalled at the horrible nature of the plot
as it was unfolded to them, and entered with
Shanks was
zeal into the effort to defeat it.
permitted to escape from Camp Douglas, thereby
getting in communication with the leaders of the
plot who assisted to conceal him, while he faithfully apprised General Sweet of their plans.
On
the night of Nov. 6 or rather after midnight on
the morning of the 7th General Sweet caused
simultaneous arrests of the leaders to be made at
their hiding-places. Captain Hines was not
captured, but the following conspirators were
taken into custody Captains Cantrill and Traverse; Charles Walsh, the Brigadier-General of
the "Sons of Liberty," who was sheltering them,
and in whose barn and house was found a large
quantity of arms and military stores; Cols. St.
Leger Grenfell, W. R. Anderson and J. T.
Shanks; R. T. Semmes, Vincent Marmaduke,
Charles T. Daniel and Buckner S. Morris, the
Treasurer of the order. They were tried by
Military Commission at Cincinnati for conspirMarmaduke and Morris were acquitted;
acy.
Anderson committed suicide during the trial;
Walsh, Semmes and Daniels were sentenced to
the penitentiary, and Grenfell was sentenced to
be hung, although his sentence was afterward
commuted to life imprisonment at the Dry Tortugas, where he mysteriously disappeared some
years afterward, but whether he escaped or was
drowned in the attempt to do so has never been
as

—

—

:

known.

The

British

Government had

made

HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.

^G

repeated attempts to secure his release, a brother
of his being a General in the British Army.
Daniels managed to escape, and was never recaptured, while Walsh and Semmes, after undergoing brief terms of imprisonment, were
pardoned by President Johnson. The subsequent
history of Shanks, who played so prominent a
part in defeating the scheme of wholesale arson,
pillage

While
had been detailed for service as a
one of the offices under the direction of

and

assassination, is interesting.

in prison he

clerk in

General Sweet, and, while thus employed, made
the acquaintance of a young lady member of a
loyal family, whom he afterwards married.
After the exposure of the contemplated uprising,
the rebel agents in Canada offered a reward of
$1,000 in gold for the taking of his life, and he
was bitterly persecuted. The attention of President Lincoln was called to the service rendered
by him, and sometime during 1865 he received a
commission as Captain and engaged in fighting
the Indians upon the Plains. The efficiency
shown by Colonel Sweet in ferreting out the conspiracy and defeating its consummation won for
him the gratitude of the people of Chicago and
the whole nation, and was recognized by the
Government in awarding him a commission as
Brigadier-General.
(See Benjamin J. Sweet,
Camp Douglas and Secret Treasonable Societies.

was appointed Master in Chancery for
Sangamon County in 1849, and, in 1861, to a
in 1838;

similar position by the United States District
Court for that district. Died, August 11, 1868.

CAMPBELL, James
dier,

was born

in

1853, his ancestors

R., Congressman and solHamilton County, 111., May 4,

being

among

the

first settlers

was educated at
Notre Dame University, Ind. read law and was
admitted to the bar of the Supreme Court in 1877
in 1878 purchased "The McLeansboro Times,"
which he has since conducted was elected to the
lower house of the General Assembly in 1884, and
again in '86, advanced to the Senate in 1888, and
During his twelve years'
re-elected in '92.
in that section of the State;
,

;

settling at

experience in the Legislature he participated, asa Democrat, in the celebrated Logan-Morrison
contest for the United States Senate, in 1885, and
assisted in the election of Gen. John M. Palmer
At the close of his last
to the Senate in 1891.
term in the Senate (1896) he was elected to Congress from the Twentieth District, receiving a
plurality of 2,851 over Orlando Burrell, Republican, who had been elected in 1894.
On the
second call for troops issued by the President
during the Spanish-American War, Mr. Campbell organized a regiment which was mustered in
as the Ninth Regiment Illinois Volunteers, of
which he was commissioned Colonel and assigned
to the corps of Gen. Fitzhugh Lee at Jacksonville, Fla.
Although his regiment saw no active
service during the war, it was held in readiness
for that purpose, and, on the occupation of Cuba
in December, 1898, it became a part of the army
As Colonel Campbell remained
of occupation.
with his regiment, he took no part in the proceedings of the last term of the Fifty-fifth Congress, and was not a candidate for re-election in

1853)

1898.

CAMPBELL, Alexander, legislator and Congressman, was born at Concord, Pa., Oct. 4, 1814.
After obtaining a limited education in the common schools, at an early age he secured employment as a clerk in an iron manufactory. He soon
rose to the position of superintendent, managing
iron-works in Pennsylvania, Kentucky and Miswhen he removed to Illinois,
La Salle. He was twice (1852 and
elected Mayor of that city, and represented

souri, until 1850,

his

county in the Twenty-first General Assembly

He was

member

the State
Constitutional Convention of 1862, and served
one term (1875-77) as Representative in Congress,
being elected as an Independent, but, in 1878, was
defeated for re-election by Philip C. Hayes,
Republican. Mr. Campbell was a zealous friend
of Abraham Lincoln, and, in 1858, contributed
liberally to the expenses of the latter in making
the tour of the State during the debate with
Douglas. He broke with the Republican party
in 1874 on the greenback issue, which won for
him the title of "Father of the Greenback." His
death occurred at La Salle, August 9, 1898.
(1859).

in

also a

of

CAMPBELL, Antrim, early lawyer, was born
New Jersey in 1814 came to Springfield, 111.
;

CAMPBELL, Thompson, Secretary of State
and Congressman, was born in Chester County,
Pa., in 1811 removed in childhood to the western
part of the State and was educated at Jefferson
College, afterwards reading law at Pittsburg.
Soon after being admitted to the bar he removed
to Galena, 111. where he had acquired some mining interests, and, in 1843, was appointed Secretary of State by Governor Ford, but resigned in
1846, and became a Delegate to the Constitutional
Convention of 1847; in 1850 was elected as a
Democrat to Congress from the Galena District,
but defeated for re-election in 1852 by E. B.
Washburne. He was then appointed by President
Pierce Commissioner to look after certain land
grants by the Mexican Government in California,
;

,
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removing to that State in 1853, but resigned this
position about 1855 to engage in general practice.
In 1859 he made an extended visit to Europe
with his family, and, on his return, located in

Chicago, the following year becoming a candidate
for Presidential Elector-at-large on the Breckinridge ticket; in 1861 returned to California, and,
on the breaking out of the Civil War, became a
zealous champion of the Union cause, by his
speeches exerting a powerful influence upon the
destiny of the State. He also served in the California Legislature during the war, and, in 1864,

was a member of the Baltimore Convention
which nominated Mr. Lincoln for the Presidency
a second time, assisting most ably in the subsequent campaign to carry the State for the RepubDied in San Francisco, Dec. 6, 1868.
lican ticket.
CAMPBELL, William J., lawyer and politiWhen
cian, was born in Philadelphia in 1850.
he was two years old his father removed to
After passing
Illinois, settling in Cook County.
through the Chicago public schools, Mr. Campbell attended the University of Pennsylvania, for
two years, after which he studied law, and was
admitted to the bar in 1875. From that date he

was

in active practice

and attained prominence

at the Chicago bar. In 1878 he was elected State
Senator, and was re-elected in 1882, serving in all

eight years.

At the

sessions of 1881, '83

and

'85

he was chosen President pro tempore of the
Senate, and, on Feb. 6, 1883, he became Lieutenant-Governor upon the accession of LieutenantGovernor Hamilton to the executive office to
succeed Shelby M. Cullom, who had been elected
United States Senator. In 1888 he represented
the First Illinois District in the National Republican Convention, and was the same year chosen
a member of the Republican National Committee
Died in
for Illinois and was re-elected in 1882.
Chicago, March 4, 1896. For several years
immediately preceding his death, Mr. Campbell
was the chief attorney of the Armour Packing

Company

Adams County, at
CAMP
the intersection of the Chicago, Burlington &
Quincy and the Wabash Railroads, 22 miles eastnortheast of Quincy. It is a grain center, has
two

feed mills, one elevator, a

pressed brick plant,

two banks, four churches, a

mill,

high school, and one newspaper.

Population

(1890), 1,150; (1900), 1,260.

CANAL SCRIP FRAUD. During

& Michigan Canal from 1837 to 1845,
had his attention called to a check purporting to
have been issued by the Commissioners in 1839,
which, upon investigation, he became convinced
was counterfeit, or had been fraudulently issued.
Having communicated his conclusions to Hon.
Illinois

Jesse K. Dubois, the State Auditor, in charge of

the work of refunding the State indebtedness, an
inquiry was instituted in the office of the Fund
Commissioner a position attached to the Governor's office, but in the charge of a secretary
which developed the fact that a large amount of
these evidences of indebtedness had been taken
up through that office and bonds issued therefor
by the State Auditor under the laws for funding
the State debt. A subsequent investigation by the
Finance Committee of the State Senate, ordered
by vote of that body, resulted in the discovery
that, in May and August, 1839, two series of
canal "scrip" (or checks) had been issued by the
Canal Board, to meet temporary demands in the
work of construction
the sum aggregating
$269,059—of which all but §316 had been redeemed
within a few years at the Chicago branch of the
Illinois State Bank.
The bank officers testified
that this scrip (or a large part of it) had, after
redemption, been held by them in the bank vaults
without cancellation until settlement was had
with the Canal Board, when it was packed in
boxes and turned over to the Board. After having lain in the canal office for several years in
this condition, and a new "Trustee" (as the

—

—

officer in

charge was

now

called)

having come

into the canal office in 1853, this scrip, with other

was repacked in a shoe-box and a trunk
and placed in charge of Joel A. Matteson, then
Governor, to be taken by him +o Springfield and
deposited there. Nothing further was known of
papers,

these papers until October, 1854, when §300 of the
scrip was presented to the Secretary of the Fund
Commissioner by a Springfield banker, and bond
issued thereon.

This was followed in 1856 and

1857 by larger sums, until, at the time the legis-

of Chicago.
POINT, a village in

one flour

77

the session
of the Illinois General Assembly of 1859, Gen.
Jacob Fry, who, as Commissioner or Trustee, had
been associated with the construction of the

was instituted, it was found
amount of §223,182.66 had been
on account of principal and interest.

lative investigation

that bonds to the
issued

With the exception of the §300 first presented, it
was shown that all the scrip so funded had been
presented by Governor Matteson, either while in
subsequent to his retirement, and the
bonds issued therefor delivered to him although
none of the persons in whose names the issue was
made were known or ever afterward discovered.
The developments made by the Senate Finance

office or

—

Committee

led to

an

offer

from Matteson to
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indemnify the State, in which he stated that he
had "unconsciously and innocently been made
the instrument through whom a gross fraud upon
the State had been attempted." He therefore
gave to the State mortgages and an indemnifying
bond for the sum shown to have been funded by

him

of this class of indebtedness,

upon which the

on foreclosure a few years later, secured
judgment for $255,000, although the property on
being sold realized only §238,000. A further
investigation by the Legislature, in 1861, revealed
the fact that additional issues of bonds for similar
scrip had been made amounting to §165,346, for
which the State never received any compensation.
A search through the State House for the
trunk and box placed in the hands of Governor
Matteson in 1853, while the official investigation
State,

was

in progress, resulted in the discovery of the

trunk in a condition showing it had been opened,
but the box was never found. The fraud was
made the subject of a protracted investigation
by the Grand Jury of Sangamon County in May,
1859, and, although the jury twice voted to indict
Governor Matteson for larceny, it as often voted
to reconsider, and, on a third ballot, voted to
"ignore the

bill."

CANBY, Richard

Spring, jurist, was born in
Green County, Ohio, Sept. 30, 1808; was educated
at Miami University and admitted to the bar,
serving as Prosecuting Attorney,
the Legislature and one term (1847-49)
in Congress.
In 1863 he removed to Illinois,
locating at Olney, was elected Judge of the
Twenty-fifth Judicial Circuit in 1867, resuming
practice at the expiration of his term in 1873.

afterwards

member of

Died in Richland County, July 27, 1895. Judge
Canby was a relative of Gen. Edward Richard
Spriggs Canby, who was treacherously killed by
the Modocs in California in 1873.

CANNON, Joseph
at Guilford, N.

Gr.,

C, May

Congressman, was born
7,

1836,

and removed to

youth, locating at Danville, Vermilion County. By profession he is a lawyer,
and served as State's Attorney of Vermilion
Illinois in early

County for two terms (1861-68). Incidentally,
he is conducting a large banking business at
Danville. In 1872 he was elected as a Republican
to the Forty -third Congress for the Fifteenth Dis-

and has been re-elected biennially ever
when he was defeated for
the Fifty-second Congress by Samuel T. Busey,
his Democratic opponent.
He is now (1898)
serving his twelfth term as the Representative
for the Twelfth Congressional District, and has
been re-elected for a thirteenth term in the Fiftytrict,

since, except in 1890,

Mr. Cannon has been
and National politics, as shown by the fact that he has been Chairman of the House Committee on Appropriations
during the important sessions of the Fifty-fourth
and Fifty-fifth Congresses.
CANTON, a flourishing city in Fulton County,
12 miles from the Illinois River, and 28 miles
southwest of Peoria. It is the commercial metropolis of one of the largest and richest counties
in the "corn belt"; also has abundant supplies
of timber and clay for manufacturing purposes.
There are coal mines within the municipal limits,
and various manufacturing establishments.
Among the principal outputs are agricultural
implements, flour, brick and tile, cigars, cigar
boxes, foundry and machine-shop products, firearms, brooms, and marble.
The city is lighted
by gas and electricity, has water-works, fire department, a public library, six ward schools and
one high school, and three newspapers.
Populasixth Congress (1899-1901).

an

influential factor in State

tion (1890), 5,604; (1900), 6,564.
CAPPS, Jabez, pioneer, was born in London,
1796; came to the United States
Sangamon County, 111., in 1819.
For a time he taught school in what is now
called Round Prairie, in the present County of

England, Sept.

9,

in 1817, and to

Sangamon, and

later in

Calhoun (the original

name of a part of the city of Springfield), having
among his pupils a number of those who afterwards became prominent citizens of Central
Illinois.
In 1836, in conjunction with two parthe laid out the town of Mount Pulaski, the
Logan County, where he
continued to live for the remainder of his life,
and where, during its later period, he served as
Postmaster some fifteen years. He also served as
Recorder of Logan County four years. Died,
April 1, 1896, in the 100th year of his age.
CARBONDALE, a city in Jackson County,
founded in 1852, 57 miles north of Cairo, and 91
Three lines of railway
miles from St. Louis.
ners,

original county-seat of

center here. The chief industries are coal-mining, farming, stock-raising, fruit-growing and
lumbering. It has two preserving plants, eight
papers, and four public
the seat of the Southern Illinois
Normal University. Pop.(1890), 2,382; (1900), 3,318.

churches,
schools,

two weekly

and

is

CARBONDALE & SHAWNEETOWN RAILROAD,

a short line 17^ miles in length, extending from Marion to Carbondale, and operated
by the St. Louis, Alton & Terre Haute Railroad
Company, as lessee. It was incorporated as the
Murphysboro & Shawneetown Railroad in 1867;
its name changed in 1869 to The Carbondale &
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Shawneetown, was opened for business, Dec. 31,
1871, and leased in 1886 for 980 years to the St.
Louis Southern, through which it passed into the
hands of the St. Louis, Alton & Terre Haute Railroad, and by lease from the latter, in 189G, became
a part of the Illinois Central System (which see).
CAREY, William, lawyer, was born in the town
of Turner, Maine, Dec. 29, 1826 studied law with
General Fessenden and at Yale Law School, was
admitted to the bar of the Supreme Court of
Maine in 1856, the Supreme Court of Illinois in
1857, and the Supreme Court of the United
States, on motion of Hon. Lyman Trumbull, in
1873.
Judge Carey was a member of the State
Constitutional Convention of 1869-70 from Jo
Daviess County, and the choice of the Republicans
in that body for temporary presiding officer;
was elected to the next General Assembly (the
Twenty -seventh), serving as Chairman of the
House Judiciary Committee through its four sessions; from 1873 to 1876 was United States District Attorney for Utah, still later occupying
various offices at Dead wood, Dakota, and in Reno
County, Kan. The first office held by Judge
Carey in Illinois (that of Superintendent of
;

Schools for the city of Galena)

was conferred

upon him through the influence of John A. Rawafterwards General Grant's chief -of-staff
during the war, and later Secretary of War
although at the time Mr. Rawlins and he were
Mr. Carey's present resipolitically opposed.
dence is in Chicago.
CARLIN, Thomas, former Governor, was born
of Irish ancestry in Fayette County, Ky., July
18, 1789; emigrated to Illinois in 1811, and served
as a private in the War of 1812, and as a Captain
While not highly eduin the Black Hawk War.
cated, he was a man of strong common sense,
high moral standard, great firmness of character
and unfailing courage. In 1818 he settled in
Greene County, of which he was the first Sheriff
was twice elected State Senator, and was Register of the Land Office at Quincy, when he was
elected Governor on the Democratic ticket in
lins,

1838.

An uncompromising

partisan,

he never-

commanded

the respect and good-will of
Died at his home in
his political opponents.
Carrollton, Feb. 14, 1852.
theless

CARLIN, William Passmore, soldier, nephew of
Gov. Thomas Carlin, was born at Rich Woods,
Greene County, 111., Nov. 24, 1829. At the age
of 21 he graduated from the United States Military Academy at West Point, and, in 1855, was
attached to the Sixth United States Infantry as
Lieutenant. After several years spent in Indian
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fighting, he was ordered to California, where he
was promoted to a captaincy and assigned to
recruiting duty. On August 15, 1861, he was

commissioned Colonel of the Thirty-eighth Illinois Volunteers.
His record during the war was
an exceptionally brilliant one. He defeated Gen.
Jeff.

1861

;

Thompson at Fredericktown, Mo., Oct. 21,
commanded the District of Southeast Mis-

months; led a brigade under
Slocum in the Arkansas campaign served witli
marked distinction in Kentucky and Mississippi
took a prominent part in the battle of Stone
River, was engaged in the Tullahoma campaign,
at Chattanooga, Lookout Mountain and Missionary Ridge, and, on Feb. 8, 1864, was commissioned Major in the Sixteenth Infantry. He also
souri for eighteen

;

took part in the Georgia campaign, aiding in the
capture of Atlanta, and marching with Sherman
to the sea.
For gallant service in the assault at
Jonesboro, Tenn., Sept. 1, 1864, he was made
Colonel in the regular army, and, on March 13,
1865, was brevetted Brigadier-General for meritorious service at Bentonville, N. C, and MajorGeneral for services during the war. Colonel
Carlin was retired with the rank of BrigadierGeneral in 1893. His home is at Carrollton.
CARLINVILLE, the county-seat of Macoupin
County; a city and railroad junction, 57 miles
northeast of St. Louis, and 38 miles southwest of
Blackburn University (which see)
Springfield.

Three coal mines are operated,
is located here.
and there are brick works, tile works, and one
newspaper. The city has gas and electric light
Population (1880),
plants and water-works.
3,117,

(,1890),

3,293; (1900), 3,502.

CARLYLE,

the county-seat of Clinton County,
48 miles east of St. Louis, located on the Kaskaskia River and the Baltimore & Ohio Southwestern
Railroad. The town has churches, parochial and
public schools, water-works, lighting plant, and

has a flourishing seminary for
weekly papers, and a public
library connected with the high school.
Popula-

manufactures.

young

It

ladies, three

tion (1890), 1,784; (1900), 1,874.
CARMI, the county-seat of White County,

on

the Little Wabash River, 124 miles east of St.
Louis and 38 west of Evansville, Ind. The surrounding country is fertile, yielding both cereals
and fruit. Flouring mills and lumber manufacturing, including the making of staves, are the
chief industries, though the city has brick and
tile works, a plow factory and foundry.
Population (1880), 2,512; (1890), 2,785; (1900), 2,939.
CARPENTER, Milton, legislator and State
Treasurer; entered upon public life in Illinois as
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Representative in the Ninth General Assembly
(1834) from Hamilton County, serving by successive re-elections in the Tenth, Eleventh and
Twelfth. While a member of the latter (1841)
he was elected by the Legislature to the office of
State Treasurer, retaining this position until the
adoption of the Constitution of 1848, when he was
chosen his own successor by popular vote, but
died a few days after the election in August,
1848.
He was buried in what is now known as
a burying
the "Old Hutchinson Cemetery"
ground in the west part of the city of Springfield,
long since abandoned where his remains still lie
(1897) in a grave unmarked by a tombstone.
CARPENTER, Philo, pioneer and early druggist, was born of Puritan and Revolutionary
ancestry in the town of Savoy, Mass., Feb. 27,
1805 engaged as a druggist's clerk at Troy, N. Y.,
in 1828, and came to Chicago in 1832, where he
established himself in the drug business, which
was later extended into other lines. Soon after
his arrival, he began investing in lands, which
have since become immensely valuable. Mr.
Carpenter was associated with the late Rev.
Jeremiah Porter in the organization of the First
Presbyterian Church of Chicago, but, in 1851,
withdrew on account of dissatisfaction with the
attitude of some of the representatives of that
denomination on the subject of slavery, identifying himself with the Congregationalist Church,
in which he had been reared.
He was one of the
original founders and most liberal benefactors of
the Chicago Theological Seminary, to which he
gave in contributions, during his life-time, or in
bequests after his death, sums aggregating not
One of the Seminary buildfar from $100,000.
ings was named in his honor, "Carpenter Hall."
He was identified with various other organizations, one of the most important being the Relief
and Aid Society, which did such useful work
By a life of probity, liberafter the fire of 1871.
ality and benevolence, he won the respect of all
classes, dying, August 7, 1886.
CARPENTER, (Mrs.) Sarah L.Warren, pioneer teacher, born in Fredonia, N. Y., Sept. 1,
1813; at the age of 13 she began teaching at State
Line, N. Y. in 1833 removed with her parents
(Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Warren) to Chicago, and
soon after began teaching in what was called the
"Yankee settlement," now the town of Lockport,
Will County. She came to Chicago the following
year (1834) to take the place of assistant of Granville T. Sproat in a school for boys, and is said to
have been the first teacher paid out of the public
funds in Chicago, though Miss Eliza Chappell

—

—

;

;

(afterwards Mrs. Jeremiah Porter) began teaching the children about Fort Dearborn in 1833.
Miss Warren married Abel E. Carpenter, whom
she survived, dying at Aurora, Kane County,
Jan. 10, 1897.

CARPENTERSVILLE,

a

village

of

Kane

County and manufacturing center, on Lake Geneva branch of the Chicago & Northwestern Railroad, 6 miles north of East Elgin and about 48
miles from Chicago. Pop. (1890), 754; (1900), 1,002.
CARR, Clark E., lawyer, politician and diplo-

mat, was born at Boston, Erie County, N. Y.,
May 20, 1836; at 13 years of age accompanied his
father's family to Galesburg, 111. where he spent
several years at Knox College. In 1857 he graduated from the Albany Law School, but on returning to Illinois, soon embarked in politics, his
affiliations being uniformly with the Republican
party.
His first office was that of Postmaster at
Galesburg, to which he was appointed by President Lincoln in 1861 and which he held for
twenty-four years. He was a tried and valued
assistant of Governor Yates during the War of
the Rebellion, serving on the staff of the latter
with the rank of Colonel. He was a delegate to
the National Convention of his party at Baltimore
in 1864, which renominated Lincoln, and took an
active part in the campaigns of that year, as well
as those of 1868 and 1872. In 1869 he purchased
"The Galesburg Republican," which he edited
and published for two years. In 1880 lie was an
unsuccessful candidate for the Republican nomination for Governor in 1884 was a delegate to the
Republican National Convention, from the Stateat-large, and, in 1887, a candidate for the caucus
,

;

nomination for United States Senator, which was
given to Charles B. Farvvell. In 1888 he was
defeated in the Republican State Convention as
candidate for Governor by Joseph
Fifer.
In
1889 President Harrison appointed him Minister
to Denmark, which post he filled with marked
ability and credit to the country until his resignation was accepted by President Cleveland,
when he returned to his former home at GalesWhile in Denmark he did much to
burg.
promote American trade with that country,

W

especially in the introduction of

as an article of food,

American corn

which has

led to a large
increase in the annual exportation of this com-

modity to Scandinavian markets.
CARR, Eugene A., soldier, was born ih Erie
County, N. Y., May 20, 1830, and graduated at

West Point

in 1850, entering the Mounted Rifles.
Until 1861 he was stationed in the Far West, and
engaged in Indian fighting, earning a First Lieu-
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In 1861 he
tenancy through his gallantry.
entered upon active service under General Lyon,
in Southwest Missouri, taking part in the engagements of Dug Springs and Wilson's Creek,
winning the brevet of Lieutenant-Colonel. In
September, 1801, he was commissioned Colonel of
the Third Illinois Cavalry. He served as acting
Brigadier-General in Fremont's hundred-day
expedition, for a time commanding the Fourth
Division of the Army of the Southwest. On the
second day at Pea Ridge, although three times
wounded, he remained on the field seven hours,
and materially aided in securing a victory, for
his bravery being made Brigadier-General of
Volunteers.

In

summer

the

of

1802

he was

promoted to the rank of Major in the Regular
Army. During the Vicksburg campaign he commanded a division, leading the attack at Magnolia
Church, at Port Gibson, and at Big Black River,
and winning a brevet Lieutenant-Colonelcy in
the United States Army. He also distinguished
himself for a first and second assault upon taking
Vicksburg, and, in the autumn of 1802, com-

wing of the Sixteenth Corps at
December of that year he was
transferred to the Department of Arkansas,
where he gained new laurels, being brevetted

manded the
Corinth.

left

In

Brigadier-General for gallantry at Little Rock,
for services during the war.
After the close of the Civil War, he was stationed
chiefly in the West, where he rendered good servIn 1894 he was
ice in the Indian campaigns.
retired with the rank of Brigadier-General, and

and Major-General

New

York.
M.D., alienist, was born
at Charlestown, N. H., and educated at Mar low
Academy, N. H., and Wesleyan Seminary, Vt.
graduated from the College of Physicians and
Surgeons, New York City, in 1857, and immediately accepted the position of Assistant Physician
in the New Jersey State Lunatic Asylum,
remaining until 1870. Meanwhile, however, he
visited a large number of the leading hospitals
and asylums of Europe. In 1870, Dr. Carriel
received the appointment of Superintendent of
the Illinois Central Hospital for the Insane at
Jacksonville, a position which he continued to
fill until 1893, when he voluntarily tendered to
Governor Altgeld his resignation, to take effect
July 1 of that year. Mrs. Mary Turner (Carriel),
wife of Dr. Carriel, and a daughter of Prof.
Jonathan B. Turner of Jacksonville, wT as elected
a Trustee of the University of Illinois on the Republican ticket in 1890, receiving a plurality of 148,039
over Julia Holmes Smith, her highest competitor.
has since resided in

CARRIEL, Henry

F.,

—
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CARROLL COUNTY, originally a part of Jo
Daviess County, but set apart and organized in
1839, named for Charles Carroll of Carrollton. The
first settlements were in and around Savanna,
Cherry Grove and Arnold's Grove. The first
County Commissioners were Messrs. L. H. Borden, Garner Moffett and S. M. Jersey, who held
their first court at Savanna, April

13,

1839.

In

was changed from Savanna
where it yet remains. Townorganized in 1850, and the

1843 the county seat

Mount

to

Carroll,

were first
development of the county
ships

gressed since that date.

has

steadily pro-

The surface

of the land

and at certain points decidedly picturThe land is generally good for farming.

is rolling,

esque.

well timbered, particularly along the MisArea of the county, 440 square miles;
population, 18,963. Mount Carroll is a pleasant,
It is

sissippi.

prosperous,
inhabitants,

and private

wide-awake town, of about 2,000
and noted for its excellent public
schools.

CARROLLTON,

the county-seat of Greene
County, situated on the west branch of the Chicago & Alton and the Quincy, Carrollton & St.
Louis Railroads, 33 miles north-northwest of
Alton, and 34 miles south by west from Jacksonville.
The town has a foundry, carriage and

wagon factory, two machine shops, two flour
mills, two banks, six churches, a high school, and
two weekly newspapers.
Population (1890),
2,258; (1900), 2,355.

CARTER, Joseph

N., Justice of the Supreme
was born in Hardin County, Ky., March
1843; came to Illinois in boyhood, and, after

Court,
12,

attending school at Tuscola four years, engaged
in teaching until 1863, when he entered Illinois
College, graduating in 1866; in 1868 graduated
from the Law Department of the University of
Michigan, the next year establishing himself in
practice at Quincy, where he has since resided.
He was a member of the Thirty-first and Thirtysecond General Assemblies (1878-82), and, in
June, 1894, was elected to the seat on the Supreme
Bench, which he now occupies
CARTER, Thomas Henry, United States Senator, born in Scioto County, Ohio, Oct, 30, 1854;
in his fifth year was brought to Illinois, his
father locating at Pana, where he was educated
in the public schools; was employed in farming,
railroading and teaching several years, then
studied law and was admitted to the bar, and, in
1882, removed to Helena, Mont., where he engaged in practice was elected, as a Republican
the last Territorial Delegate to Congress from
Idaho and the first Representative from the new
;

1
I
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Land
was elected to the
United States Senate for the term ending in 1901.
In 1892 he was chosen Chairman of the Repub-

Ridge in

lican National Committee, serving until the St.

after his conversion, and, in 1803,

State;

was Commissioner

of the General

Office (1891-92), and, in 1895,

Louis Convention of 1896.
CARTERVILLE, a city in Williamson County,
Coal min10 miles by rail northwest of Marion.
ing is the principal industry. It has a bank, five
churches, a public school, and a weekly newsPopulation (1880), 692; (1890), 969; (1900),
paper.
1,749; (1904, est.), 2,000.
a city

CARTHAGE,

and the county-seat of
Keokuk, Iowa,
on the Chicago, Burlington & Quincyand the Wa-

Hancock County,

13 miles east of

bash Railroads; has water- works, electric lights,
three banks, four trust companies, four weekly
and two semi-weekly papers, and is the seat of a

Lutheran College.

Pop. (1890), 1,654; (1900), 2,104.
at Carthage, Hancock

CARTHAGE COLLEGE,

has a teaching
County, incorporated in 1871
faculty of twelve members, and reports 158 pupils
sixty-eight men and ninety women for 1897-98.
It has a library of 5,000 volumes and endowment
of $32,000. Instruction is given in the classical,
;

—

—

and business departments, as well as in preparatory studies. In 1898
this institution reported a property valuation of
scientific, musical, fine arts

$41,000, of

which

$35,000

was

in real estate.

CARTHAGE & BURLINGTON RAILROAD.

&

Quincy Railroad.)
Henry, Justice of the
Supreme Court, was born at Maquoketa, Iowa,
Dec. 1, 1842
the son of a frontier Methodist
clergyman; was educated at Rock River Seminary and the University of Michigan, graduating
from the latter in 1867 began practice in 1870 at
Oregon, Ogle County, which is still his home; in
1888 was elected Circuit Judge to succeed Judge
Eustace, deceased, and in 1891 assigned to Appellate Court duty in December, 1895, was elected
Justice of the Supreme Court to succeed Justice
John M. Bailey, deceased, and re-elected in
(See Chicago, Burlington

CARTWRIGHT, James

—

;

;

1897.

CARTWRIGHT,

Peter,

pioneer

Methodist

was born in Amherst County, Va.,
1785, and at the age of five years accom-

preacher,
Sept.

1,

panied his father (a Revolutionary veteran) to
Logan County, Ky. The country was wild and
unsettled, there were no schools, the nearest mill
was 40 miles distant, the few residents wore
homespun garments of flax or cotton and coffee,
tea and sugar in domestic use were almost unknown. Methodist circuit riders soon invaded
the district, and, at a camp meeting held at Cane
;

1801, Peter received his first religious-

A

impressions.

few months

his reckless

life,

gambling.

He began

he abandoned
and abjured
preaching immediately
later

sold his race-horse

was regularly
received into the ministry of the Methodist Episcopal Church, although only 18 years old. In
1823 he removed to Illinois, locating in Sangamon
County, then but sparsely settled. In 1828, and
again in 1832, he was elected to the Legislature,
where his homespun wit and undaunted courage
stood him in good stead. For a long series of
years he attended annual conferences (usually as.
a delegate), and was a conspicuous figure at
camp-meetings. Although a Democrat all his
life, he was an uncompromising antagonist of
slavery, and rejoiced at the division of his
denomination in 1844. He was also a zealous
supporter of the Government during the Civil
War. In 1846 he was a candidate for Congress,
on the Democratic ticket, but was defeated by
Abraham Lincoln. He was a powerful preacher,
a tireless wT orker, and for fifty years served as a
Presiding Elder of his denomination. On the
lecture platform, his quaintness and eccentricity,
together with his inexhaustible fund of personal
insured an interested audience.
anecdotes,
Numerous stories are told of his physical prowess
in overcoming unruly characters whom he had
failed to convince by moral suasion.
Inside the
church he was equally fearless and outspoken,
and his strong common sense did much to promote the success of the denomination in the
West. He died at his home near Pleasant Plains,
Sangamon County, Sept. 25, 1872. His principal
published works are "A Controversy with the
Devil" (1853), "Autobiography of Peter Cartwright" (1856), "The Backwoods Preacher''
(London, 1869), and several works on Methodism.
CARY, Eugene, lawyer and insurance manager,
was born at Boston, Erie County, N. Y. Feb. 20,
1835; began teaching at sixteen, meanwhile
attending a select school or academy at intervals
studied law at Sheboygan, Wis., and Buffalo,
N. Y., 1855-56; served as City Attorney and
later as County Judge, and, in 1861, enlisted in
the First Regiment Wisconsin Volunteers, serving as a Captain in the Army of the Cumberland,
and the last two years as Judge-Advocate on the
staff of General Rousseau.
After the war he
settled at Nashville, Tenn., where he held the
office of Judge of the First District, but in 1871
he was elected to the City Council, and, in 1883,
was the High-License candidate for Mayor in
,

opposition to

Mayor Harrison, and believed by
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many to have been honestly elected, but counted
out by the machine methods then in vogue.
CASAD, Anthony Wayne, clergyman and phywas born in Wantage Township, Sussex
County, N. J., May 2, 1791; died at Summerfield,
Dec. 16, 1857. His father, Rev. Thomas
111.,

sician,

was a Baptist minister, who, with his
Abigail Tingley, was among the early
He was descended
settlers of Sussex County.
from Dutch-Huguenot ancestry, the family name
being originally Cossart, the American branch
Casad,

wife,

having been founded by Jacques Cossart, who
emigrated from Ley den to New York in 1663.
At the age of 19 Anthony removed to Greene
County, Ohio, settling at Fairfield, near the site
of the present city of Dayton, where some of his
On Feb. 6, 1811, he
relatives were then residing.
married Anna, eldest daughter of Captain Samuel
Stites and Martha Martin Stites, her mother's
father and grandfather having been patriot solAnthony
diers in the War of the Revolution.
Wayne Casad served as a volunteer from Ohio in
the War of 1812, being a member of Captain
Wm. Stephenson's Company. In 1818 he removed with his wife's father to Union Grove, St.
Clair County, 111.
A few years later he entered
the ministry of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
and during 1821-23 was stationed at Kaskaskia
and Buffalo, removing, in 1823, to Lebanon,
where he taught school. Later he studied medicine and attained considerable prominence as a
practitioner, being commissioned Surgeon of the
Forty-ninth Illinois Infantry in 1835. He was
one of the founders of McKendree College and a
liberal

many

contributor to

its

support;

was

also for

years Deputy Superintendent of Schools at
Lebanon, served as County Surveyor of St.
Clair County, and acted as agent for Harper
Brothers in the sale of Southern Illinois lands.
He was a prominent Free Mason and an influential citizen.
His youngest daughter, Amanda
Keziah, married Rev. Colin D. James (which see).
CASEY, a village of Clark County, at the intersection of the Vandalia Line and the Chicago &
Ohio River Railroad, 35 miles southwest of Terre
Haute. Population (1890), 844; (1900), 1,500.
CASEY, Zadoc, pioneer and early Congressman,
was born in Georgia, March 17, 1796, the youngest son of a soldier of the Revolutionary War who
removed to Tennessee about 1800. The subject
of this sketch came to Illinois in 1817, bringing
with him his widowed mother, and settling in
the vicinity of the present city of Mount Vernon,
in Jefferson County, where he acquired great
prominence as a politician and became the head

83

He began preaching at
of an influential family.
an early age, and continued to do so occasionally
through his political career. In 1819, he took a
prominent part in the organization of Jefferson
County, serving on the first Board of County
Commissioners; was an unsuccessful candidate
for the Legislature in 1820, but was elected
Representative in 1822 and re-elected two years
later; in 1826 was advanced to the Senate, serving until 1830, when he was elected LieutenantGovernor, and during his incumbency took part
in the Black Hawk War.
On March 1, 1833, he
resigned the Lieutenant-Governorship to accept
a seat as one of the three Congressmen from
Illinois, to which he had been elected a few
months previous, being subsequently re-elected
for four consecutive terms.
In 1842 he was
again a candidate, but was defeated by John A.
McClernand. Other public positions held by him
included those of Delegate to the Constitutional
Conventions of 1847 and 1862, Representative in
the Sixteenth and Seventeenth General Assemblies (1848-52), serving as Speaker in the former.
He was again elected to the Senate in 1860, but
died before the expiration of his term, Sept. 4,
1862.
During the latter years of his life he was
active in securing the right of way for the Ohio
& Mississippi Railroad, the original of the Mississippi division of the Baltimore, Ohio & Southwestern. He commenced life in poverty, but
acquired a considerable estate, and was the donor
of the ground upon which the Supreme Court
building for the Southern Division at Mount
Vernon was erected. Dr. Newton R. (Casey),
son of the preceding, was born in Jefferson
County, 111., Jan. 27, 1826, received his primary education in the local schools and at Hillsboro and Mount Vernon Academies; in 1842
entered the Ohio University at Athens in that
remaining until 1845, when he comState,
menced the study of medicine, taking a course
of lectures the following year at the Louisville
Medical Institute; soon after began practice,
and, in 1647, removed to Benton, 111., returning
In
following year to Mount Vernon.
the
1856-57 he attended a second course of lectures at
the Missouri Medical College, St. Louis, the latter
year removing to Mound City, where he filled a
number of positions, including that of Mayor
from 1859 to 1864, when he declined a re-election.
In 1860, Dr. Casey served as delegate from Illinois to the Democratic National Convention at
Charleston, S. C, and, on the establishment of
the United States Government Hospital at Mound
City, in 1861, acted for some time as a volunteer

—
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was

surgeon, later serving as Assistant Surgeon. In
elected Representative in the
1866, he was

as at present laid out,

Twenty -fifth General Assembly and re-elected in
1868, when he was an unsuccessful Democratic

county was set off from Morgan in 1837.
principal towns are Beardstown, Virginia, Chandlerville, Ashland and Arenzville.
The countyseat, formerly at Beardstown, was later removed
to Virginia, where it now is. Beardstown was
incorporated in 1837, with about 700 inhabitants.
Virginia was platted in 1836, but not incorporated

candidate for Speaker in opposition to Hon. S. M.
Cullom; also again served as Representative in
the Twenty-eighth General Assembly (1872-74).
Since retiring from public life Dr. Casey has
given his attention to the practice of his profession.
Col. Thomas S. (Casey), another son, was
born in Jefferson County, 111., April 6, 1832,
educated in the common schools and at McKendree College, in due course receiving the degree of
A.M. from the latter; studied law for three
years, being admitted to the bar in 1854; in 1860,
was elected State's Attorney for the Twelfth
Judicial District; in September, 1862, was commissioned Colonel of the One Hundred and Tenth
Illinois Volunteer Infantry, but was mustered out
May 16, 1863, having in the meantime taken part
in the battle of Stone River and other important

—

Western Tennessee. By this
time his regiment, having been much reduced
in numbers, was consolidated with the Sixtieth
In 1864, he was
Illinois Volunteer Infantry.
engagements

in

Attorney, serving until
1868; in 1870, was chosen Representative, and, in
1872, Senator for the Mount Vernon District for
a term of four years. In 1879, he was elected Circuit Judge and was immediately assigned to
Appellate Court duty, soon after the expiration of

again elected

State's

his term, in 1885,

removing

he died, March

1891.

1,

to Springfield,

where

CASS COUNTY, situated a little west of the
center of the State, with an area of 360 square
miles and a population (1900) of 17,222 named
French traders are believed
for Gen. Lewis Cass.

—

have made the locality of Beardstown their
headquarters about the time of the discovery of
the Illinois country. The earliest permanent
white settlers came about 1820, and among them
were Thomas Beard, Martin L. Lindsley, John
Cetrough and Archibald Job. As early as 1821
there was a horse-mill on Indian Creek, and, in
1827, M. L. Lindsley conducted a school on the
bluffs.
Peter Cartwright, the noted Methodist
missionary and evangelist, was one of the earliest
preachers, and among the pioneers may be named
Messrs. Robertson, Toplo, McDonald, Downing,
Davis, Shepherd, Penny, Bergen and Hopkins.
Beardstown was the original county-seat, and
during both the Black Hawk and Mormon
troubles was a depot of supplies and rendezvous
to

for troops.

Here

also

Stephen A. Douglas made
The site of the town,

his first political speech.

Mr.

Downing

for

by
The
The

at one time sold

twenty-five

dollars.

.

until 1842.

CASTLE, Orlando Lane, educator, was born at
Jericho, Vt., July 26, 1822; graduated at Denison
spent one year as tutor
had charge of the
public schools of Zanesville, Ohio. In 1858, he
accepted the chair of Rhetoric, Oratory and
University, Ohio, 1846

,-

there, and, for several years,

Belles-Lettres

Alton,

111.,

in

Shurtleff

College,

at

Upper

remaining until his death, Jan.

31,

Professor Castle received the degree of
LL.D. from Denison University in 1877.
1892.

CATHERWOOD, Mary Hartwell, author, was
born (Hartwell) in Luray, Ohio, Dec. 16, 1844,
educated at the Female College, Granville, Ohio,
where she graduated, in 1868, and, in 1887, was
married to James S. Catherwood, with w hom she
resides at Hoopeston, 111. Mrs. Catherwood is the
author of a number of works of fiction, which
have been accorded a high rank. Among her
r

earlier productions are

"Craque-o'-Doom"

(1881),

"Rocky Fork" (1882), "Old Caravan Days"
(1884), "The Secrets at Roseladies" (1888), "The
Romance of Dollard" and "The Bells of St.
Anne" (18S9). During the past few years she
has shown a predilection for subjects connected
with early Illinois history, and has published
popular romances under the title of "The Story
of Tonty," "The White Islander," "The Lady of
Fort St. John," "Old Kaskaskia" and "The Chase
of Sant Castin and other Stories of the French
in the

New World."

CATON, John Dean,

early lawyer and jurist,
Monroe County, N. Y., March 19,
Left to the care of a widowed mother at
1812.
an early age, his childhood was spent in poverty
and manual labor. At 15 lie was set to learn a
trade, but an infirmity of sight compelled him to
abandon it. After a brief attendance at an
academy at Utica, where lie studied law between
the ages of 19 and 21, in 1833 he removed to
Chicago, and shortly afterward, on a visit to
Pekin, was examined and licensed to practice by
Judsre Stephen T. Logan. In 1834, lie was elected
Justice of the Peace, served as Alderman in
1837-38, and sat upon the bench of the Supreme
Court from 1842 to 1864, when he resigned, hav-
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in
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ing served nearly twenty-two years. During
lie more than once occupied the position of Chief-Justice. Being embarrassed by the
financial stringency of 1837-38, in the latter year
he entered a tract of land uear Plainfield, and,
taking his family with him, began farming.
Later in life, while a resident of Ottawa, he
became interested in the construction of telegraph
lines in the West, which for a time bore his name
and were ultimately incorporated in the "Western Union," laying the foundation of a large
fortune. On retiring from the bench, he devoted
himself for the remainder of his life to his private

Acting Superintendent for several months, when
the place was filled by the appointment of Dr.

and to literary labors. Among
works are "The Antelope and Deer
of America," "A Summer in Norway," "Miscellanies," and "Early Bench and Bar of Illinois."
Died in Chicago, July 30, 1895.
CAYARLY, Alfred W., early lawyer and legis-

extension in which were to be the chapel, kitchen
and employes' quarters. Subsequently these
wings were greatly enlarged, permitting an
increase in the number of wards, and as the
exigencies of the institution demanded, appropriations have been made for the erection of additional buildings.
Numerous detached buildings
have been erected within the past few years, and
the capacity of the institution greatly increased
"The Annex" admitting of the introduction of
many new and valuable features in the classification and treatment of patients. The number of
inmates of late years has ranged from 1,200 to
1,400.
The counties from which patients are
received in this institution embrace: Rock
Island, Mercer, Henry, Bureau, Putnam, Marshall, Stark, Knox, Warren, Henderson, Hancock,
McDonough, Fulton, Peoria, Tazewell, Logan,
Mason, Menard, Cass, Schujder, Adams, Pike,
Calhoun, Brown, Scott, Morgan, Sangamon,

this period

affairs, to travel,

his published

lator, was born in Connecticut, Sept. 15, 1793;
served as a soldier in the War of 1812, and, in

to Illinois, first settling at Edwardsand soon afterwards at Carrollton, Greene
County. Here he was elected Representative in
the Fifth General Assembly (1820), and again to
the Twelfth (1840) also served as Senator in the
Thirteenth, Fourteenth and Fifteenth Assemblies
(1842-48), acting, in 1845, as one of the Commissioners to revise the statutes. In 1844, he was
chosen a Presidential Elector, and, in 1846, was a
prominent candidate for the Democratic nomination for Governor, but was defeated in convention by Augustus C. French. Mr. Cavarly was
prominent both in his profession and in the
1822,

came

ville,

;

Legislature while a
1853,

member

of

that body.

In

he removed to Ottawa, where he resided

until his death, Oct. 25, 1876.

CENTER VILLE (or Central City), a village in
the coal-mining district of Grundy County, near
Coal City. Population (1880), 673; (1900), 290.

CENTRAL HOSPITAL FOR THE INSANE,
established under act of the Legislature passed
March 1, 1847, and located at Jacksonville, Mor-

gan County. Its founding was largely due to the
philanthropic efforts of Miss Dorothea L. Dix.
who addressed the people from the platform and
appeared before the General Assembly in behalf
Construction of
of this class of unfortunates.
the building was begun in 1848. By 1851 two
wards were ready for occupancy, and the first
patient was received in November of that year.
The first Superintendent was Dr. J. M. Higgins,

who served less than two

when he was sucwho had been Assist-

years,

ceeded by Dr. H. K. Jones,
ant Superintendent.
Dr.

Jones remained

as

Andrew McFarland

of

New

Hampshire,

his

administration continuing until 1870, when he
resigned on account of ill-health, being succeeded

by Dr. Henry

Carriel of

F.

New

Jersey.

Dr.

Carriel tendered his
after one or

resignation in 1893, and,
further changes, in 1897 Dr.

two

Winslow, who had been Assistant Superintendent under Dr. Carriel, was placed in charge
F. C.

The

of the institution.

original plan of construc-

tion provided for a center building, five and a
half stories high, and two wings with a rear

—

Christian,

Montgomery, Macoupin, Greene and

Jersey.

CENTRALIA, .a city and railway center of
Marion County, 250 miles south of Chicago. It
forms a trade center for the famous "fruit belt"
of Southern Illinois; has a number of coal mines,
a glass plant, an envelope factory, iron foundries,
railroad repair shops, flour and rolling mills, and
an ice plant also has water- works and sewerage
system, a fire department, two daily papers, and
excellent graded schools. Several parks afford
;

splendid
4,763;

pleasure

(1900),

6,721;

&

CENTRALIA
(See Centralia

&

resorts.

Population

(1903, est.),

(1890),

8,000.

ALTAMONT RAILROAD.

Chester Railroad.)

CENTRALIA & CHESTER RAILROAD,

a railwholly within the State, extending
from Salem, in Marion County, to Chester, on the
Mississippi River (91. C miles), with a lateral
branch from Sparta to Roxborough (5 miles), and
trackage facilities over the Illinois Central from
the branch junction to Centralia (2.9 miles)

way

line
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The original

was chartered

also editor of the University "Journal of Geol-

& Chester Railroad, in December,

ogy" and President of the Chicago Academy of
Professor Chamberlin is author of a
number of volumes on educational and scientific

total, 99.5 miles.

as the Centralia

line

completed from Sparta to Coulterville in
1889, and consolidated the same year with the
Sparta & Evansville and the Centralia & Altamont Railroads (projected); line completed
from Centralia to Evansville early in 1894. The
branch from Sparta to Rosborough was built in
1895, the section of the main line from Centralia
1887,

to

Salem

miles) in 1896,

(14.9

Evansville to

and that from

Chester (17.6 miles) in

1897-98.

The road was placed in the hands of a receiver,
June 7, 1897, and the expenditures for extension
and equipment made under authority granted by
the United States Court for the issue of Receiver's

The

certificates.
841, of

which

total capitalization is $2,374,-

$978,000

is

in stocks

and $948,000 in

bonds.

CENTRAL MILITARY TRACT RAILROAD.

&

Quincy Railroad.)
a town in Piatt County, 12
miles by rail east-northeast of Decatur. The crop
of cereals in the surrounding country is sufficient
to support two elevators at Cerro Gordo, which
has also a flouring mill, brick and tile factories,
There are three churches, graded schools, a
etc.
Population
bank and two newspaper offices.
(See Chicago, Burlington

CERRO GORDO,

(1890), 939; (1900), 1,008.

CHADDOCK COLLEGE,

an institution under

the patronage of the Methodist Episcopal Church
at Quincy, III., incorporated in 1878; is co-educational, has a faculty of ten instructors, and
reports 127 students 70 male and 57 female in
the classes of 1895-96. Besides the usual departments in literature, science and the classics,
instruction is given to classes in theology, music,
the fine arts, oratory and preparatory studies. It
has property valued at $110,000, and reports an

—

endowment fund

—

of $8,000.

CHAMBERLIN, Thomas

Crowder, geologist
and educator, was born near Mattoon, 111., Sept.
25, 1845; graduated at Beloit College, Wisconsin,
in 1866: took a course in Michigan University
(1868-69); taught in various Wisconsin institu-

tions,

also

discharged

the

duties

of

State

Geologist, later filling the chair of Geology at

Columbian University, Washington, D. C. In
1878, he was sent to Paris, in charge of the educational exhibits of Wisconsin, at the International Exposition of that year

making a

— during

his visit

special study of the Alpine glaciers.

In 1887, he was elected President of the Univer-

when he
became Head Professor of Geology at the UniverHe is
sity of Chicago, where he still remains.

sity of Wisconsin, serving until 1892,

Sciences.

subjects, chiefly in the line of geology. He
received the degree of-LL.D. from the University of Michigan, Beloit College and Columbian
University, all on the same date (1887).

CHAMPAIGN, a flourishing city in Champaign
County, 128 miles southwest of Chicago and 83
miles northeast of Springfield is the intersecting
point of three lines of railway and connected
with the adjacent city of Urbana, the countyseat, by an electric railway.
The University of
Illinois, located in Urbana, is contiguous to the
city.
Champaign has an excellent system of
water-works, well-paved streets, and is lighted by
both gas and electricity. The surrounding country is agricultural, but the city has manufactories of carriages and machines.
Three papers
are published here, besides a college weekly conducted by the students of the University. The
Burnham Hospital and the Garwood Old Ladies'
Home are located in Champaign. In the residence portion of the city there is a handsome
park, covering ten acres and containing a notable
piece of bronze statuary, and several smaller parks
in other sections.
There are several handsome
churches, and excellent schools, both public and
private.
Population (1890), 5,839; (1900), 9,098.
CHAMPAIGN COUNTY, situated in the eastern
half of the central belt of the State; area, 1,008
square miles; population (1900), 47,622.
The
county was organized in 1833, and named for a
county in Ohio. The physical conformation is
flat, and the soil rich.
The county lies in the
heart of what was once called the "Grand
Prairie." Workable seams of bituminous coal
underlie the surface, but overlying quicksands
interfere with their operation.
The Sangamon
and Kaskaskia Rivers have their sources in this
region, and several railroads cross the county.
The soil is a black muck underlaid by a yellow
clay.
Urbana (with a population of 5,708 in
Other important points
1900) is the county-seat.
in the county are Champaign (9,000), Tolono
Champaign and
(1,000), and Rantoul (1,200).
Urbana adjoin each other, and the grounds of the
Illinois State University extend into each corporation, being largely situated in Champaign.
Large drifted masses of Niagara limestone are
found, interspersed with coal measure limestone
and sandstone. Alternating beds of clay, gravel
and quicksand of the drift formation are found
beneath the subsoil to the depth of 150 to 300 feet.
;
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CHAMPAIGN, HAVANA & WESTERN RAILROAD. (See Illinois Central Railroad.
CHANDLER, Charles, physician, was born at
West Woodstock, Conn., July

1806; graduated

2,

with the degree of M.D. at Castleton, Vt., and,
in 1829, located in Scituate, R.

I.

;

in 1832, started

with the intention of settling at Fort Clark (now
Peoria), 111., but was stopped at Beardstown by
the "Black Hawk War," finally locating on the
Sangamon River, in Cass County, where, in 1848,
he laid out the town of Chandlerville Abraham
Lincoln being one of the surveyors who platted
the town. Here he gained a large practice,
which he was compelled, in his later years, partially to abandon in consequence of injuries
received while prosecuting his profession, afterwards turning his attention to merchandising
and encouraging the development of the locality
in which he lived by promoting the construction

—

and the building of schoolhouses and
Liberal and public-spirited, his influgood extended over a large region.

of railroads

churches.

ence

for

Died, April

7,

1879.

CHANDLER, Henry
was born

B.,

newspaper manager,

at Frelighsburg, Quebec, July 12, 1836

he began teaching, and later took charge of
the business department of "The Detroit Free
at 18

came

Press"; in 1861,

to Chicago with

Wilbur

F.

Storey and became business manager of "The
Chicago Times" in 1870, disagreed with Storey
;

and

retired

from newspaper business.

Yonkers, N. Y., Jan.

Lincoln.
It has a- bank, a creamery,
four churches, a weekly newspaper, a flour and a
saw-mill.
Population (1890), 910; (1900), 940.
CHAPIN, a village of Morgan County, at the

Wabash and the Chicago,
Quincy Railroads, 10 miles west of

intersection of the

Jacksonville.

Population (1890), 450; (1900), 514.
railway manager,

CHAPPELL, Charles H.,
was born in Du Page County,
With an ardent

111.,

March

3,

1841.

passion for the railroad business,

at the age of 16 he obtained a position as freight

brakeman on the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy
Railroad, being steadily promoted through the
ranks of conductor, train-master and dispatcher,
until, in 1865, at the age of 24, he was appointed
General Agent of the Eastern Division of the

;

branches (1870-74) General Superintendent
the Missouri, Kansas & Texas (1874-76)
Superintendent of the Western Division of the
Wabash (1877-79). In 1880, he accepted the
position of Assistant General Superintendent of
the Chicago & Alton Railroad, being advanced in
the next three years through the grades of
General Superintendent and Assistant General
Manager, to that of General Manager of the
entire system, which he has continued to fill for
over twelve years. Quietly and without show or
display, Mr. Chappell continues in the discharge
of his duties, assisting to make the system with
which he is identified one of the most successful
its

;

of

;

and perfect

whole country.
the county-seat
of
Coles
County, an incorporated city and a railway junction, 46 miles west of Terre Haute, Ind.
It lies
in the center of a farming region, yet has several
factories, including woolen and flouring mills,
broom, plow and carriage factories, a foundry
and a canning factory. Three newspapers are
published here, issuing daily editions. Population
The Eastern State
(1890), 4,135; (1900), 5,488.
Normal School was located here in 1895.
in its operation in the

CHARLESTON,

CHARLESTON, NEOUA & ST. LOUIS RAILROAD. (See Toledo, St. Louis & Kansas City
Railroad.)

CHARLEVOIX,

Pierre Francois Xavier de,

celebrated French traveler and an early
explorer of Illinois, born at St. Quentin, France,

a

18, 1896.

Abraham

&

Assistant or Division Superintendent
& Quincy, or some of

;

of the Chicago, Burlington

Died, at

CHANDLERVILLE, a village in Cass County,
on the Chicago, Peoria & St. Louis Railroad, 7
miles north by east from Virginia, laid out in
1848 by Dr. Charles Chandler, and platted by

Burlington

(1869-70)

87

Chicago, Burlington & Quincy. Other railroad
positions which Mr. Chappell has since held are
Superintendent of a division of the Union Pacific

Oct. 29,

1682.

He

entered the Jesuit Society,

and while a student was sent to Quebec
(1695), where for four years he was instructor in
the college, and completed his divinity studies.
In 1709 he returned to France, but came again to
Quebec a few years later. He ascended the St.
Lawrence, sailed through Lakes Ontario and Erie,
and finally reached the Mississippi by way of the
Illinois River.
After visiting Cahokia and the
surrounding county (1720-21), he continued down
the Mississippi to New Orleans, and returned to
France by way of Santo Domingo. Besides some
works on religious subjects, he was the author of
histories of Japan, Paraguay and San Domingo.
His great work, however, was the "Histoiy of
New France," which was not published until
twenty years after his death. His journal of his
American explorations appeared about the same
His history has long neen cited by
time.
scholars as authority, but no English translation
was made until 1865, when it was undertaken by
Shea. Died in France, Feb. 1, 1761.
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CHASE,
Bishop,

Philander,

was born

and graduated

at

Protestant

in Cornish, Vt.,

Dartmouth

Dec

in 1795.

Episcopal
14, 1775,

Although

reared as a Congregationalist, he adopted the
Episcopal faith, and was ordained a priest in
1799, for several years laboring as a missionary
in Northern and Western New York. In 1805,
he went to New Orleans, but returning North in
1811, spent six years as a rector at New Haven,
Conn., then engaged in missionary work in Ohio,
organizing a number of parishes and founding an
academy at Worthington; was consecrated a
Bishop in 1819, and after a visit to England to
raise funds, laid the foundation of Kenyon
College and Gambier Theological Seminary,
named in honor of two English noblemen who
had contributed a large portion of the funds.
Differences arising with some of his clergy in
reference to the proper use of the funds, he
resigned both the Bishopric and the Presidency
of the college in 1831. and after three years of
missionary labor in Michigan, in 1835 was chosen
Bishop of Illinois. Making a second visit to
England, he succeeded in raising additional
funds, and, in 1838, founded Jubilee College at

Robin's Nest, Peoria County, 111., for which a
charter was obtained in 1847. He was a man of
great religious zeal, of indomitable perseverance
and the most successful pioneer of the Episcopal
Church in the West. He w as Presiding Bishop
from 1843 until his death, which occurred Sept.
T

Several volumes appeared from his pen,
20, 1852.
the most important being "A Plea for the West"
(1826), and "Reminiscences: an Autobiography,
Comprising a History of the Principal Events in

the Author's Life" (1848).
CHATHAM, a village of Sangamon County, on
the Chicago & Alton Railroad, 9 miles south of
Springfield.
Population (1890), 482; (1900), 029.,
CHATSWORTH, town in Livingston County,
on 111. Cent, and Toledo, Peoria & Western Railways, 79 miles east of Peoria; in farming and
stock-raising district; has two banks, three grain
elevators, five churches, a graded school, two
weekly papers, water works, electric lights, paved
streets, cement sidewalks, biick works, and other
manufactories.

Pop. (1890), 827; (1900), 1,038.
a town in Iroquois and Kankakee
Counties, on the Illinois Central Railroad, 64
miles south-southwest from Chicago; the place
has two banks and one newspaper. Population

CHEBANSE,

(1880), 728; (1890), 616; (1900), 555.

CHENEY, Charles Edward, Bishop of the Reformed Protestant Episcopal Church, was born in
Canandaigua, N. Y., Feb. 12, 1836; graduated at

Hobart in

1857,

and began study

for the ministry

of the Protestant Episcopal Church.

Soon after

ordination he became rector of Christ Church,
Chicago, and was prominent among those who,

under the leadership of Assistant Bishop Cummins of Kentucky, organized the Reformed Episcopal Church in 1873. He was elected Missionary
Bishop of the Northwest for the new organization, and was consecrated in Christ Church,
Chicago, Dec. 14, 1873.

CHENEY, John

Vance, author and librarian,
Groveland, N. Y., Dec. 29, 1848,
though the family home was at Dorset, Vt..
where he grew up and received his primary education.
He acquired his academic training at
Manchester, Vt., and Temple Hill Academy,
Genesee, N. Y., graduating from the latter in
1865, later becoming Assistant Principal of the
same institution. Having studied law, he was
admitted to the bar successively in Massachusetts
and New York; but meanwhile having written
considerably for the old "Scribner's Monthly"
(now "Century Magazine"), while under the
editorship of Dr. J. G. Holland, he gradually
adopted literature as a profession. Removing to
the Pacific Coast, he took charge, in 1887, of the
Free Public Library at San Francisco, remaining
until 1894, when he accepted the position of
Librarian of the Newberry Library in Chicago,
as successor to Dr. William F. Poole, deceased.
Besides two or three volumes of verse, Mr. Cheney
is the author of numerous essays on literary
subjects.
His published works include "Thistle-

was born

at

poems (1887); "Wood-Blooms," poems
"Golden Guess," essays (1892); "That
Dome in Air," essays (1895); "Queen Helen,"
poem (1895) and "Out of the Silence," poem
He is also editor of "Wood Notes Wild,"
(1897).
by Simeon Pease Cheney (1892), and Caxton Club's
Drift,"
(1888),

edition of Derby's Phoenixiana.

CHENOA, an incorporated city of McLean
County, at the intersecting point of the Toledo,
Peoria & Western and the Chicago & Alton Railroads, 48 miles east of Peoria, 23 miles northeast

and 102 miles south of Chicago.
Agriculture, dairy farming, fruit-growing and
coal-mining are the chief industries of the sur-

of Bloomington,

The

an electric
canning works and tile
works, besides two banks, seven churches, a
graded school, two weekly papers, and telephone
systems connecting with the surrounding counPopulation (1890), 1,226; (1900), 1,512.
try.
rounding region.

city also has

light plant, water-works,

CHESBROUGH, Ellis Sylvester, civil engineer,
was born

in Baltimore, Md.

,

July

6,

1813

;

at the
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age of thirteen was chainman to an engineering
party on the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, being
In 1837, he was
later employed on other roads.
appointed senior assistant engineer in the construction of the Louisville, Cincinnati & Charleston Railroad, and, in 1846, Chief Engineer of the
Boston Waterworks, in 1850 becoming sole Commissioner of the Water Department of that city.
In 1855, he became engineer of the Chicago Board
of Sewerage Commissioners, and in that capacity
designed the sewerage system of the city also
planning the river tunnels. He resigned the
office of
Commissioner of Public Works of
Chicago in 1879. He was regarded as an authority on water-supply and sewerage, and was consulted by the officials of New York, Boston,
Toronto, Milwaukee and other cities. Died,

—

August

19, 1886.

CHESNUT, John

was born in Kenfather being a native of
South Carolina, but of Irish descent. John A.
was educated principally in his native State, but
tucky, Jan.

A., lawyer,

19, 1816, his

came

to Illinois in 1836, read law with P. H.
Winchester at Carlinville, was admitted to the
bar in 1837, and practiced at Carlinville until
1855, when he removed to Springfield and engaged
Mr. Chesin real estate and banking business.
nut was associated with many local business
enterprises, was for several years one of the
Trustees of the Institution for the Deaf and
Dumb at Jacksonville, also a Trustee o.f the
Illinois Female College (Methodist) at the same
place, and was Supervisor of the United States
Census for the Sixth District of Illinois in 1880.

Died, Jan.

14, 1898.

CHESTER,

the county-seat of Randolph
County, situated on the Mississippi River, 76
miles south of St. Louis. It is the seat of the
Southern Illinois Penitentiary and of the State
Asylum for Insane Convicts It stands in the
heart of a region abounding in bituminous coal,
and is a prominent shipping point for this commodity; also has quarries of building stone. It
has a grain elevator, flouring mills, rolling mills
and foundries. Population (1880), 2,580; (1890),

1861,

being chosen to the captaincy of a company

Twelfth Regiment of Illinois Volunteers,
which General Grant had declined; participated
in the campaign on the Tennessee River which
resulted in the capture of Fort Donelson and the
battle of Shiloh, meanwhile being commissioned
in the

Lieutenant-Colonel; also distinguished himself at
Corinth, where he remained in command until
1863, and organized the first colored regiment raised in the West. In December, 1863, he
was promoted Brigadier-General and placed in

May,

charge of the organization of colored troops in
Tennessee, serving later in Kentucky and being
brevetted Major-General in January, 1864. From
January to October, 1865, he commanded the
post at Memphis, and later the District of Talladega, Ala., until January, 1866, when he was
mustered out of the service. General Chetlain
was Assessor of Internal Revenue for the District
of Utah (1867-69), then appointed United States
Consul at Brussels, serving until 1872, on his
return to the United States establishing himself
as a banker and broker in Chicago.
CHICAGO, the county-seat of Cook County,
chief city of Illinois and (1890) second city in
population in the United States.
Situation. The city is situated at the south-

—

west bend of Lake Michigan, 18 miles north of
the extreme southern point of the lake, at the
mouth of the Chicago River; 715 miles west of
New York, 590 miles north of west from Wash-

and 260 miles northeast of St. Louis.
the Pacific Coast it is distant 2,417 miles.
Latitude 41° 52' north; longitude 87° 35' west of
Greenwich. Area (1898), 186 square miles.
Topography. Chicago stands on the dividing
ridge between the Mississippi and St. Lawre'ice
ington,

From

—

It is 502 feet above sea-level, and its
highest point is some 18 feet above Lake Michigan. The Chicago River is virtually a bayou,

basins.

dividing into north and south branches about a
half-mile west of the lake. The surrounding

country is a low, flat prairie, but engineering
science and skill have done much for it in the
way of drainage. The Illinois & Michigan Canal

in St. Louis, Mo., Dec. 26, 1824, of French Huguenot stock his parents having emigrated from

terminates at a point on the south branch of
the Chicago River, within the city limits, and
unites the waters of Lake Michigan with those
of the Illinois River.

Switzerland in 1823, at first becoming members
of the Selkirk colony on Red River, in Manitoba.
Having received a common school education, he
became a merchant at Galena, and was the first
to volunteer there in response to the call for
troops after the bombardment of Fort Sumter, in

Commerce. The Chicago River, with its
branches, affords a water frontage of nearly 60
miles, the greater part of which is utilized for
the shipment and unloading of grain, lumber,
stone, coal, merchandise, etc. Another navigable
stream (the Calumet River) also lies within the

2,708; (1900), 2,832.

CHETLA1N, Augustus

Louis, soldier, was born

—

—
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Dredging has made the Chicago River, with its branches, navigable for
The harbor has also been
vessels of deep draft.
widened and deepened. Well constructed breakwaters protect the vessels lying inside, and the
port is as safe as any on the great lakes. The
city is a port of entry, and the tonnage of vessels
arriving there exceeds that of any other port in
the United States. During 1897, 9,156 vessels
arrived, with an aggregate tonnage of 7,209,442,
while 9,201 cleared, representing a tonnage of
It is the largest grain market in the
7,185,324.
world, its elevators (in 1897) having a capacity
corporate limits.

According to the reports of the Board of Trade,
the total receipts and shipments of grain for
the year 1898 counting flour as its grain equivalent in bushels amounted to 323,097,453 bushels
of the former, to 289,920,028 bushels of the latter.
The receipts and shipments of various products

—
—

for the year (1898) were as follows:

Flour

(bbls.)

Wheat

(bu.)

.

Rye

"...
"...
"...

Barley

"

Corn
Oats

.

Cured Meats

.

.

.

.

(lbs.)

Dressed Beef "
Bive-stock Hogs
"
Cattle
"
Sheep

—

.

of large proportions, and the trade in manufactured leather (notably in boots and shoes)
exceeds that of any other market in the country.
Ship-building is a leading industry, as are also
brick-making, distilling and brewing.

—

Transportation, etc. Besides being the chief
port on the great lakes, Chicago ranks second to
no other American city as a railway center. The
old "Galena

&

Chicago Union," its first railroad,
and within three years a
substantial advance had been scored in the way
of steam transportation. Since then the multi-

was operated

bushels.

•of 32, 550, 000

In 1894, there were received 8,788,049
animals (of all descriptions), valued at $148,057,626.
Chicago is also a primary market for hides
and leather, the production and sales being both
acres.

Receipts.
5,316,195
35,741,555
127,426,374
110,293,647
4,935,308
18,116.594
229,005,246
110,286,652
9,360,968
2,480,632
3,502,378

Shipments.
5,032,236
38,094,900
130,397,681
85.057,636
4,453,384
6,755,247
923,627,722
1,060,859,808
1,334,768
864,408
545,001

Chicago is also an important lumber market,
the receipts in 1895, including shingles, being
As a center for beef and pork1,562,527 M. feet.
packing, the city is without a rival in the amount
of its products, there having been 92,459 cattle
and 760,514 hogs packed in 1894-95. In bank
clearings and general mercantile business it
ranks second only to New York, while it is also

one of the chief manufacturing centers of the
country. The census of 1890 shows 9,959 manufacturing establishments, with a capital of $29?,477,038; employing 203,108 hands, and turning
out products valued at 8632,184,140. Of the output by far the largest was that of the slaughtering and meat-packing establishments, amounting
to $203,825,092; men's clothing came next (832,517,226); iron and steel, 831,419,854; foundry and
machine shop products, $29,928,616; planed
Chicago is also the most
lumber, $17,604,494.
important live-stock market in the United States.
The Union Stock Yards (in the southwest part of
the city) are connected with all railroad lines
•entering the city, and cover many hundreds of

in 1849,

plication of railroad lines focusing in or passing

through Chicago has been rapid and steady. In
1895 not less than thirty-eight distinct lines enter
the city, although these are operated by only
twenty-two companies. Some 2,600 miles of
railroad track are laid within the city limits.
The number of trains daily arriving and departing (suburban and freight included) is about
2,000.
Intramural transportation is afforded by
electric, steam, cable and horse-car lines.
Four
tunnels under the Chicago River and its branches,
and numerous bridges connect the various divisions of the city.

—

History. Point du Sable (a native of San
Domingo) was admittedly the first resident of
Chicago other than the aborigines. The French
missionaries and explorers Marquette, Joliet,
La Salle, Hennepin and others came a century

—

—

explorations beginning in 1673.
After the expulsion of the French at the close of

earlier,

their

the French and Indian War, the territory passed

under British control, though French traders
remained in this vicinity after the War of the
Revolution. One of these named Le Mai followed
Point du Sable about 1796, and was himself succeeded by John Kinzie, the Indian trader, who
came in 1803. Fort Dearborn was built near the
mouth of the Chicago River in 1804 on land
acquired from the Indians by the treaty of
Greenville, concluded by Gen. Anthony Wayne
in 1795, but was evacuated in 1812, when most of
the garrison and the few inhabitants were massacred by the savages.
(See Fort Dearborn.) The
fort

was

rebuilt in 1816,

and another settlement

around it. The first Government
survey was made, 1829-30. Early residents were
the Kinzies, the Wolcotts, the Beaubiens and the
Millers.
The Black Hawk War (1832) rather
aided in developing the resources and increasing
established
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was obtained and Chicago became
number of votes cast at that
The census of the city for the 1st
of July of that year showed a population of 4,180.
The following table shows the names and term
of office of the chief city officers from 1837 to

the population of the infant settlement by drawing to it settlers from the interior for purposes of
mutual protection. Town organization was
effected on August 10, 1832, the total number of
votes polled being 28. The town grew rapidly
for a time, but received a set-back in the financial
During May of that year, howcrisis of 1837.

ever, a charter

The
time was 703.
a city.

1841
1842
1843
1844
1845
1846
1847
1848
1849
1850
1851
1852
1853
1854
1855
1856
1857
1858
1859
1860
1861
1862
1863
1864
1865
1866
1867
1868
1869
1870
1871
1872
1873
1874
1875
1876

Wm.

Ogdeu

B.

Buckner
Benj.

S.

Alexander Lloyd
F. C.
Benj.

(1).

Thomas Hoyne

Sherman

W. Raymond

City Treasurer.

Hiram Pearsons.
Hiram Pearsons.
W. Dole.
W. S. Gurnee, N. H.

N. B. Judd
N. B Judd
Samuel L. Smith

Geo.

Mark Skinner
Geo. Manierre

N. H. Bolles.

Bolles(2)

Henry Brown
F. C. Sherman.
James M. Lowe
Augustus Garrett
G. Manierre. Henry Browni3) Walter S. Gurnee.
Aug. Garrett, Alson S.Sherman(4) B. A. Rucker
Henry w. Clarke
Walter S. Uumee.
Aug.Garrett.Alson S.Sherman(4) E. A. Rucker. Wm.S.Brown(5> Henry \V. Clarke
Win. L. Church.
Henry B. Clarke
John P. Chapin
Charles 11. Larrabee
Wm. L. Church.
Henry B. Clarke
Patrick Ballingall
James Curtiss
Andrew Getzler.
Sidney Abe
Giles Spring
James H. Woodworth
Wm. L. Church.
Sidney A bell
James H. Woodworth
O R. W. Lull
Wm. L. Church.
Sidney Abell
Henrv H. Clark
James Curtiss
Edward Manierre.
Walters. Gurnee
Henry W. Zimmerman
Henry H. Clark
Edward Manierre.
Walters. Gurnee
Henry W. Zimmerman
Arno Voss
Edward Manierre.
Henry W. Zimmerman
Arno Voss
Charles M. Gray
Edward Manierre.
Henry W. Zimmerman
Ira L Milliken
Patrick Ballingall
Uriah P. Harris.
Henry W. Zimmerman
Levi D. Boone
J. A. Thompson
Wm. F De Wolf.
Henry W. Zimmerman
Thomas Dyer
J. L Marsh
O. J. Rose.
John VVentworth
H. Kreisman
John C. Miller
C. N. Holden.
John C. Haines
H. Kreisman
Elliott Anthony
Alonzo Harvey.
JohnC. Haines
H. Kreisman
Geo. F. Crocker
Alonzo Harvey.
John Wentworth
Abraham Kohn
John Lyle King
Alonzo Harvey ,C.W.Hunt(6)
Julian S. Rumsey. ...
A.J. Marble
Ira W. Buel
W. H. Rice.
A. J. Marble
F. O. Sherman
Geo. A. Meech
F. H. Cutting, W. H. Rice (7)
David A. Gage.
F O. Sherman
H.W.Zimmerman
Francis Adams
F.C.Sherman
H. W. Zimmerman
Francis Adams
David A. Gage.
John B. Rice
Albert H. Bodman
Daniel D. Driscoll
A. G. Throop.
John B. Rice
Albert H. Bodman
Daniel D. Driscoll
A. G. Throop.
John B. Rice
Albert H. Bodman
Hasbrouck Davis
Wm. F. Wentworth.
Joh n B. Rice
Albert H. Bodman
Hasbrouck Davis
Wm. F. Wentworth.
John B Rice (8)
Albert H. Bodman
Hasnrouck Davis
Wm. F. Wentworth.
David A. Gage.
Charles T. Hotchkiss
Israel N. Stiles
R. B. Mason
Charles T. Hotchkiss
Israel N. Stiles
David A. Gage.
R. B. Mason
.

J.

Curtis

.

1

Charles T. Hotchkiss

Jo>eph Medill
Joseph Medill

Harvey D. Colvin
Harvey D. Colvin
Monroe Heath, (9) H. D. Colvin,

Thomas Hoyne
1877-78
1879 80
1881-82
1883-84
1885 86
1887-88
1889-90
1891-92
1893-94

C t TY ATTORNEY.

I. N. Arnold, Geo. Davis
Geo. Dav:3
Wm. H. Brackett
Thomas Hoy ne

Morris

W.Raymond

total

1899:

City Clerk.

1837
1838
1839
1840

91

Monroe Heath

: .

Carter H. Harrison
Carter H. Harrison
Carter H. Harrison
Carter
Harrison
Joh n A. Roeli e
Dewitt C. Cregier

Caspar Butz
Caspar Butz
P. J.
P. J.

Howard
Howard

Herman Plautz
D. W. Nickerson
Franz Amberg
James R. B. Van Cleave

H. Harrison,

Geo.

Swift.fll) John P. Hopkins.!
1895-96 Geo. B. Swift
1897-98 Carter H. Harrison, Jr
1899
Carter H. Harrison, Jr

David A. Gage.

Egbert Jamieson
Egbert Jamieson

Daniel O'Hara.
Daniel O'Hara.

R.S. Tuthill
R. S. Tuthill
Julius S. Grinnell
Jul ns S. Grinnell
Julius S. Grinnell

Clinton Brlggs.
Chas. B. Larrabee.
W. C. Seipp.

Hempstead Washburne
Hempstead Washburpe
Geo. F. Sugg

C.

Hempstead Washburne

David A. Gage.

Israel N. Stiles
Israel N. Stiles

i

John G. Neumeister

H

Carter

Charles T. Hotchkiss
Jos. K. C. Forrest
Jos. K. C. Forrest

.

Rudolph Brand.
John M. Dunphy.
Wm. M. Devine.

C Herman

Plautz.

Bernard Roesing.
Jacob J. Kern, G.A.Trude(lO) Peter Kiolbassa.

B.
11

Chas. D. Gastfield
R. B. Van Cleave

Geo. A. Trude....

James

Roy

William Liietfler
William Loefller

Miles J. Devine..

O.

West

'Andrew

J.

Ryan

.

Michael

J. Bransfield.

Adam Wolf.
Ernst Hummel.
Adam Ortseifen.

I. N. Arnold resigned, and Geo. Davis appointed, October, 1837.
Gurnee resigned, Bolles appointed bis succesnor. April, 1840.
Manierre resigned. Brown appointed his successor, July, 1843.
Election of Garrett declared illegal, and Sherman elected at new election, held April, 1844.
Brown appointed to till vacancy caused by resignation of Rucker.
Harvey resigned and Hunt appointed to fill vacancy.
Cutting having failed to qualify, Rice, who was already in office, held ovc\
Legislature changed date of election from April to November, the persons in office at beginning of 1869 remaining in office
to December of that year.
City organized under general Incorporation Act in 1.875, and no city election held until April, 1876. The order for a new
election omitted the office of Mayor, yet a popular vote was taken which gave a majority to Thomas Hoyne. The Council

(10)

«U)

then in office refused to canvass this vote, but its successor, at its first meeting, did so, declaring Hoyne duly elected.
Colvin, the incumbent, rerused to surrender the office, claiming the right to " hold over:" Hoyne then made a contest
for the office, which resulted In a decision by the Supreme Court denying the claims of both contestants, when a new
election was ordered by the City Council, July 12. 1876, at wuieh Monroe Heath was elected, serving out the term.
City Attorney Kern, having resigned November 21, 1892, Geo. A. Trude was appointed to serve out the remainder of the
term.
Mayor Harrison, having been assassinated. October 28, 1893, the City Council at its next meeting (November 6, 1893)
elected Geo. B Swift an Aldermin from the Eleventh Ward> Mayor ad interim. At a special election held December 19,
1893, John P. Hopkins was elected to fill out the unexpired term of Mayor Harrison.
i
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The Fire of

1871.

— The

city steadily

grew

in

beauty, population and commercial importance
until 1871.
On Oct. 9 of that year occurred the
"great fire" the story of which has passed into
Recuperation was speedy, and the 2,100
history.
acres burned over were rapidly being rebuilt,
when, in 1874, occurred a second conflagration,
although by no means so disastrous as that of
1871.

The

city's recuperative

power was again

demonstrated, and its subsequent development
has been phenomenal. The subjoined statement
shows its growth in population:
4,179
4,470
28,269
112,162
298,977
503,185
1,099,850
1,698,575

1837
1840
1850
1860
1870
1880
1890
1900

—

—

city into three principal divisions,

South and West.

known
Each

respec-

division

has its statutory geographical boundaries, and
each retains its own distinct township organization.
This system is anomalous; it has, however, both assailants and defenders.
Public Improvements. Chicago has a fine
system of parks and boulevards, well developed,
well improved and well managed. One of the
parks (Jackson in the South Division) was the
site of the World's Columbian Exposition.
The
water supply is obtained from Lake Michigan by
means of cribs and tunnels. In this direction
new and better facilities are being constantly
introduced, and the existing water system will
compare favorably with that of any other American city.

—

Architecture.— The

Trade structure, and in a few commercial buildmany private residences. In
the business part of the city, however, steel,
iron, brick and fire clay are the materials most
largely employed in construction, the exterior
walls being of brick. The most approved
ings, as well as in

methods of fire-proof building are followed, and
the "Chicago construction" has been recognized
and adopted (with modifications) all over the
United States. Office buildings range from ten
to sixteen, and even, as in the case of the Masonic
Temple, twenty stories in height. Most of them
are sumptuous as to the interior, and many of the
largest will each accommodate 3,000 to 5,000
occupants, including tenants and their employes.
In the residence sections wide diversity may be
seen the chaste and the ornate styles being about
equally popular. Among the handsome public,
or semi-public buildings may be mentioned the
Public Library, the Newberry Library, the Art
Institute, the Armour Institute, the Academy of
Sciences, the Auditorium, the Board of Trade
Building, the Masonic Temple, and several of the
;

Notwithstanding a large foreign population and
a constant army of unemployed men, Chicago
has witnessed only three disturbances of the
peace by mobs the railroad riots of 1877, the
Anarchist disturbance of 1886, and a strike of
railroad employes in 1894.
Chicago long
Municipal Administration.
since outgrew its special charter, and is now
incorporated under the broader provisions of the
law applicable to "cities of the first class," under
which the city is virtually autonomous. The
personnel, drill and equipment of the police and
fire departments are second to none, if not superior to any, to be found in other American cities.
The Chicago River, with its branches, divides the
tively as North,

Granite and other varieties of stone are used in
the City Hall, County Court House, the Board of

public and office

ings, as well as the business blocks, are in

build-

some

instances classical, but generally severely plain.

railroad depots.

Education and Libraries.

— Chicago

has a

public school system unsurpassed for excellence
in any other city in the country. According to
the report of the Board of Education for 1898, the
city

had a

total of

221

primary and grammar
employing

schools, besides fourteen high schools,

and giving instruction to over
The
total expenditures during the year amounted to
$6,785,601, of which nearly §4,500,000 was on
account of teachers' salaries. The city has
5,268 teachers

236,000 pupils in the course of the year.

nearly 87,500,000 invested in school buildings.
Besides pupils attending public schools there are
about 100,000 in attendance on private and
parochial schools, not reckoning students at
higher institutions of learning, such as medical,
dental and pharmaceutical
and the great University of Chicago.
Near the city are also the Northwestern and the
Lake Forest Universities, the former at Evanston
and the latter at Lake Forest. Besides an extensive Free Public Library for circulating and reference purposes, maintained by public taxation,
and embracing (in 1898) a total of over 235.000
volumes and nearly 50,000 pamphlets, there
are the Library of the Chicago Historical Society
and the Newberry and Crerar Libraries the last
two the outgrowth of posthumous donations by
public-spirited and liberal citizens all open to
law,

theological,

schools,

—

—

DAY AFTER THE

FIRE.

CHICAGO THOROUGHFARES.
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the public for purposes of reference under certain
This list does not include the extenconditions.
sive library of the University of Chicago and those
connected with the Armour Institute and the
public schools, intended for the use of the pupils
of these various institutions
CHICAGO BOARD OF TRADE, one of the
It
leading commercial exchanges of the world
was originally organized in the spring of 1843 as

a voluntary association, with a membership of
eighty-two. Its primary object was the promotion of the city's commercial interests by unity

On

93

1864, the Board waged to a successful issue a war
upon the irredeemable currency with which the
entire West was then flooded, and secured such
action by the banks and by the railroad and
express companies as compelled its replacement
by United States legal-tender notes and national
bank notes. In 1865, handsome, large (and, as
then supposed, permanent) quarters were occupied in a new building erected by the Chicago
Chamber of Commerce under an agreement with
the Board of Trade. This structure was destroyed

in the fire of October, 1871, but at once rebuilt,

the Legislature
enacted a general law authorizing the establishment of Boards of Trade, and under its provisions
an incorporation was effected a second organi-

and made ready

zation being effected in April, 1850. For several
years the association languished, and at times its
existence seemed precarious. It was, however,

ing business demonstrated their inadequacy
before the close of 1877. Steps looking to the
erection of a new building were taken in 1881,
and, on May 1, 1885, the new edifice—rthen the
largest and most ornate of its class in the world
was opened for occupancy. The membership
of the Board for the year 1898 aggregated considerably in excess of 1,800. The influence of the
association is felt in every quarter of the commercial world.

of

action.

Feb.

8,

1849,

—

largely instrumental in securing the introduction
of the system of measuring grain by weight,
which initial step opened the way for subsequent
great improvements in the methods of handling,

and grading cereals and seeds.
had overcome
the difficulties incident to its earlier years, and
the feasibility of erecting a permanent Exchange
building began to be agitated, but the project lay
dormant for several years. In 1856 was adopted
the first system of classification and grading of
wheat, which, though crude, formed the foundation of the elaborate modern system, which has
storing, inspecting

By the

close of 1856, the association

proved of -such benefit to the grain-growing
and has done so much to give
Chicago its commanding influence in the grain
markets of the world. In 1858, the privilege of
trading on the floor of the Exchange was limited
to members. The same year the Board began
to receive and send out daily telegraphic market
reports at a cost, for the first year, of §500,000,
which was defrayed by private subscriptions.
New York was the only city with which such
communication was then maintained. In February, 1859, a special charter was obtained, conferring more extensive powers upon the organization,
and correspondingly increasing its efficiency. An
important era in the Board's history was the
States of the West,

War

of 1861-65. During this struggle its
was one of undeviating loyalty and generous patriotism. Hundreds of thousands of dollars
were contributed, by individual members and
from the treasury of the organization, for the work
of recruiting and equipping regiments, in caring
for- the wounded on Southern battlefields, and
In
^rovidino; for the families of enlisted men.
Civil

attitude

for re-occupancy in precisely
one year after the destruction of its predecessor.
Spacious and ample as these quarters were then

considered, the growing

membership and

increas-

—

CHICAGO, BURLINGTON

RAILROAD.

(See

Chicago,

&

NORTHERN

Burlington

&

Quincy Railroad.)

CHICAGO, BURLINGTON & QUINCY RAIL-

ROAD

(known as the "Burlington Route") is
the parent organization of an extensive system
which operates railroads in eleven Western and
Northwestern States, furnishing connections
from Chicago with Omaha, Denver, St. Paul and
Minneapolis, St. Louis and Kansas City, Cheyenne (Wyo. ), Billings (Mont.), Deadwood (So.
Dak, ) and intermediate points, and having connections by affiliated roads with the Pacific Coast.
The main line extends from Chicago to Denver
,

(Colo.), 1,025.41 miles.
The. mileage of the
various branches and leased proprietary lines
The Company
(1898) aggregates 4,627.06 miles.
uses 207.23 miles in conjunction with other

roads,

besides

subsidiary standard-gauge

lines

controlled through the ownership of securities
amounting to 1,440 miles more. In addition to

these the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy controls
179 miles of narrow-gauge road.
The whole
number of miles of standard-gauge road operated

by the Burlington system, and known as the
Burlington Route, on June 30, 1899, is estimated
at 7,419, of which 1,509 is in Illinois, all but 47
miles being owned by the Company. The system
in Illinois connects many important commercial
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including Chicago, Aurora, Galesburg,
Quincy, Peoria, Streator, Sterling, Mendota, Fulton, Lewistown, Rushville, Geneva, Keithsburg,
Rock Island, Beardstown, Alton, etc. The entire
capitalization of the line (including stock, bonds
points,

and

floating debt)

amounted, in

1898, to $234,884,-

which was equivalent to about §33,000 per
mile.
The total earnings of the road in Illinois,
during the fiscal year ending June 30, 1898,
amounted to $8,724,997, and the total disbursements of the Company within the State, during
the same period, to §7,469,456. Taxes paid in
The first section of
1898, $377,968.— (History).
the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad was
600,

constructed under a charter granted, in 1849, to
the Aurora Branch Railroad Company, the name
being changed in 1852 to the Chicago & Aurora
Railroad Company. The line was completed in
1853, from the junction with the old Galena
Chicago Union Railroad, 30 miles west of Chicago, to Aurora, later being extended to Mendota.
In 1855 the name of the Company was changed
by act of the Legislature to the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy. The section between Mendota and
Galesburg (80 miles) was built under a charter
granted in 1851 to the Central Military Tract
Railroad Company, and completed in 1854. July
9,
1856, the two companies were consolidated
under the name of the former. Previous to this
consolidation the Company had extended aid to
the Peoria & Oquawka Railroad (from Peoria to
the Mississippi River, nearly opposite Burlington,
Iowa), and to the Northern Cross Railroad from
'Quincy to Galesburg, both of which were completed in 1855 and operated by the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy. In 1857 the name of the
Northern Cross was changed to the Quincy &
Chicago Railroad. In 1860 the latter was sold
under foreclosure to the Chicago, Burlington &
Quincy, and, in 1863, the Peoria & Oquawka was
acquired in the same way the former constituting the Quincy branch of the main line and the
latter giving it its Burlington connection.
Up
to 1863, the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy used
the track of the Galena & Chicago Union Railroad to enter the city of Chicago, but that year
began the construction of its line from Aurora to
Chicago, which was completed in 1864. In 1872
it acquired control, by perpetual lease, of the
Burlington & Missouri River Road in Iowa,
and, in 1880, extended this line into Nebraska,
now reaching Billings, Mont., with a lateral
branch to Deadwood, So. Dak. Other branches
in Illinois, built or acquired by this corporation,

&

—

include the Peoria

&

Hannibal Carthage
;

&

Bur-

lington Quincy
;

&

"Warsaw

;

Ottawa, Chicago

&

Fox River Valley; Quincy, Alton & St. Louis,
and the St. Louis, Rock Island & Chicago. The

—

Chicago, Burlington & Northern known as the
Northern Division of t,he Chicago, Burlington &
Quincy
is an important part of the system,
furnishing a connection between St. Louis on
the south and St. Paul and Minneapolis on the
north, of which more than half of the distance of
583 miles between terminal points, is in Illinois.

—

was originally chartered, Oct.
and constructed from Oregon, 111., to St.
Paul, Minn. (319 miles), and from Fulton to
Savanna, 111. (16.72 miles), and opened, Nov. 1,
1886.
It was formally incorporated into the
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy line in 1899. In
June of the same year the Chicago, Burlington &
Quincy also acquired by purchase the Keokuk &
"Western Railroad from Keokuk to Van Wert,
Iowa (143 miles), and the Des Moines & Kansas
City Railway, from Des Moines, Iowa, to CainesThe

latter division

21, 1885,

ville,

Mo. (112 miles).

CHICAGO, DANVILLE & VINCENNES RAILROAD. (See Chicago & Eastern Illinois Railroad.)

CHICAGO DRAINAGE CANAL, a channel or
waterway, in course of construction (1892-99)
from the Chicago River, within the limits of the
city of Chicago, to Joliet Lake, in the Des Plaines
River, about 12 miles above the junction of the
Des Plaines with the Illinois. The primary object
of the channel is the removal of the sewage of
the city of Chicago and the proper drainage of
the region comprised within what is called the
"Sanitary District of Chicago." The feasibility
of connecting the waters of Lake Michigan by
way of the Des Plaines River with those of the
Illinois,

attracted the attention of the earliest

French explorers of this region, and was commented upon, from time to time, by them and

As early as 1808 the subject of
a canal uniting Lake Michigan with the Illinois
was discussed in a report on roads and canals by
Albert Gallatin, then Secretary of the Treasury,
and the project was touched upon in a bill relating to the Erie Canal and other enterprises, introduced in Congress in 1811. The measure continued
to receive attention in the press, in Western
Territorial Legislatures and in official reports,
one of the latter being a report by John C. Calhoun, as Secretary of War, in 1819, in which it is
spoken of as "valuable for military purposes."
In 1822 Congress passed an act granting the
right of way to the State through the public
their successors.

lands for such an enterprise, which

was followed,
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by a grant of lands for the purThe work was begun in
1836, and so far completed in 1848 as to admit of
the passage of boats from the Chicago basin to La
(See Illinois & Michigan Canal. ) Under
Salle.
an act passed by the Legislature in 1865, the work
of deepening the canal was undertaken by the
city of Chicago with a view to furnishing means
to relieve the city of its sewage, the work being
completed some time before the fire of 1871. This
scheme having failed to accomplish the object
designed, other measures began to be considered.
Various remedies were proposed, but in all the
authorities were confronted with the difficulty
of providing a fund, under the provisions of the
Constitution of 1870, to meet the necessary cost
five J^ears later,

pose of

construction.

its

In the closing months of the
year 1885, Hon. H. B. Hurd, who had been a
member of a Board of "Drainage Commissioners," organized in 1855, was induced to give
attention to the subject. Having satisfied himself and others that the difficulties were not
insurmountable with proper action by the Legislature, the City Council, on Jan. 27, 1886, passed
a resolution authorizing the Mayor to appoint a
Commission, to consist of "one expert engineer of
reputation and experience in engineering and
sanitary matters," and two consulting engineers,
to constitute a "drainage and water-supply commission" for the purpose of investigating and
of construction.

reporting upon the matter of water-supply and
As a
disposition of the sewage of the city.
result of this action, Rudolph Hering, of Philadelphia, was appointed expert engineer by Mayor
Harrison, with Benezette Williams and S. G.
Artingstall, of Chicago, as consulting engineers.

At the succeeding session of the General Assembly (1887), two bills one known as the "Hurd
bill" and the other as the "Winston bill," but
both drawn by Mr. Hurd, the first contemplating
doing the work by general taxation and the issue
of bonds, and the other by special assessment —
were introduced in that body. As it was found

—

that neither of these bills could be passed at that

a

session,

known

new and

shorter one,

which became
was intro-

as the "Roche- Winston bill,"

duced and passed near the close of the session.
A resolution was also adopted creating a com-

two Senators, two Repreand Mayor Roche of Chicago, to further
investigate the subject. The later act, just
mission, consisting of

sentatives

referred

to,

provided for the construction of a cut-

from the Des Plaines River, which would
divert the flood-waters of that stream and the
North Branch into Lake Michigan north of the
off

95-

Nothing was done under this act, however.
At the next session (1889) the commission made a
favorable report, and a new law was enacted
embracing the main features of the Hurd bill,
city.

though changing the title of the organization to
be formed from the "Metropolitan Town," as
proposed by Mr. Hurd, to the "Sanitary District."

The

election of a

act, as passed,

provided

for

the

Board of nine Trustees, their powers,

being confined to "providing for the drainage of
the district," both as to surplus water and sewage.
Much opposition to the measure had been
developed during the pendency of the legislation
on the subject, especially in the Illinois valley,
on sanitary grounds, as well as fear of midsummer flooding of the bottom lands which are

some extent but this was overcome
by the argument that the channel would, when
the Des Plaines and Illinois Rivers were improved
between Joliet and La Salle, furnish a new and
enlarged waterway for the passage of vessels
between the lake and the Mississippi River, and
the enterprise was indorsed by conventions held
at Peoria, Memphis and elsewhere, during the
eighteen months preceding the passage of the
cultivated to

:

The promise ultimately to furnish a flow of
not less than 600,000 cubic feet per minute also
excited alarm in cities situated upon the lakes,
lest the taking of so large a volume of water from
Lake Michigan should affect the lake-level
injuriously to navigation; but these apprehensions were quieted by the assurance of expert
engineers that the greatest reduction of the lakelevel below the present minimum would not
exceed three inches, and more likely would not
produce a perceptible effect.
At the general election, held Nov. 5, 1889,
the "Sanitaiy District of Chicago" was organized by an almost unanimous popular vote
the returns showing 70,958 votes for the
The District, as thus
measure to 242 against.
formed, embraces all of the city of Chicago
north of Eighty-seventh Street, with fortythree square miles outside of the city limits
but within the area to be benefited by the
improvement. Though the channel is located
partly in Will County, the district is wholly in
Cook and bears the entire expense of construction.
The first election of Trustees was held at a
special election, Dec. 12, 1889, the Trustees then
elected to hold their offices for five years and
until the following November.
The second
election occurred, Nov. 5, 1895, when the Board,
as now constituted (1899), was chosen, viz.
William Boldenweck, Joseph C. Braden, Zina R.
act.

—

:
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Carter; Bernard A. Eckhart, Alexander

J.

Jones,

Thomas Kelly, James P. Mallette, Thomas A.
Smyth and Frank Wenter. The Trustees have
power to

sell

bonds in order to procure funds to

prosecute the work and to levy taxes upon property within the district, under certain limitations
as to length of time the taxes run and the rate
per cent imposed. Under an amendment of the
Drainage Act adopted by the Legislature in 1897,
the rate of assessment upon property within the
Drainage District is limited to one and one- half
per cent, up to and including the year 1899, but
after that date becomes one-half of one per cent.
The bed of the channel, as now in process of
construction, commences at Robey Street and the
South Branch of the Chicago Eiver, 5.8 miles
from Lake Michigan, and extends in a south-

westerly direction to the vicinity of Summit,
From
it intersects the Des Plaines River.
this point it follows the bed of that stream to
Lockport, in Will County, where, in consequence
of the sudden depression in the ground, the bed of
the channel comes to the surface, and where the
great controlling works are situated. This has made
necessary the excavation of about thirteen miles
of new channel for the river which runs parallel
with, and on the west side of, the drainage canal
besides the construction of about nineteen
miles of levee to separate the waters of the
canal from the river. The following statement
of the quality of the material excavated and the
dimensions of the work, is taken from a paper by
Hon. H. B. Hurd, under the title, "The Chicago
Drainage Channel and Waterway," published in
the sixth volume of "Industrial Chicago (1896):
"Through that portion of the channel between
Chicago and Summit, which is being constructed
to produce a flow of 300,000 cubic feet per minute,
which is supposed to be sufficient to dilute sewage for about the present population (of Chicago),
the width of the channel is 110 feet on the bottom, with side slopes of two to one. This portion
of the channel is ultimately to be enlarged to the
capacity of 600,000 cubic feet per minute. The
bottom of the channel, at Robey Street, is 24.448
feet below Chicago datum.
The width of the
channel from Summit down to the neighborhood
of Willow Springs is 202 feet on the bottom, with
the same side slope. The cut through the rock,
which extends from the neighborhood of Willow
Springs to the point where the channel runs out
of ground near Lockport, is 160 feet wide at the
bottom. The entire depth of the channel is
substantially the same as at Robey Street, with
the addition of one foot in 40, 000 feet. The rock

where

—

—

1

'

portion of the channel is constructed to the full
capacity of 600,000 cubic feet per minute. From

the point where the channel runs out of ground
is a rapid fall; over this
slope works are to be constructed to let the water
down in such a manner as not to damage Joliet. "
Ground was broken on the rock-cut near
Lemont, on Sept. 3, 1892, and work has been in
progress almost constantlv ever since. The progress of the work was greatly obstructed during
the year 1898, by difficulties encountered in securing the right of way for the discharge of the
waters of the canal through the city of Joliet,
but these were compromised near the close of the
year, and it was anticipated that the work would
be prosecuted to completion during the year
1899.
From Feb. 1, 1890, to Dec. 31, 1898, the
net receipts of the Board for the prosecution of
the work aggregated 828,257,707, while the net
expenditures had amounted to §28, 221 864. 57. Of
the latter, 820,099,284.67 was charged to construction account, 83,156,903.12 to "land account"
(including right of way), and 81,222,092.82 to the
cost of maintaining the engineering department.
When finished, the cost will reach not less than
These figures indicate the stupen835,000,000.
dous character of the work, which bids fair to
to Joliet Lake, there

stand without a rival of its kind in modern
engineering and in the results it is expected to
achieve.

CHICAGO GREAT WESTERN RAILWAY.
The

total mileage of this line,

1,008 miles, of

which

June

30, 1898,

was

152.52 miles are operated

and owned in Illinois. The line in this State
extends west from Chicago to East Dubuque, the
extreme terminal points being Chicago and
Minneapolis in the Northwest, and Kansas City
in the Southwest.

It

has several branches in

Illi-

Iowa and Minnesota, and trackage arrangements with several lines, the most important
nois,

being with the St. Paul & Northern Pacific (10.56
miles), completing the connection between St.
Paul and Minneapolis with the Illinois Central
from East Dubuque to Portage (12.23 miles), and
with the Chicago & Northern Pacific from Forest
Home to the Grand Central Station in Chicago.
The company's own track is single, of standard
;

gauge, laid with sixty and seventy- five-pound
steel rails.
Grades and curvature are light, and
the equipment well maintained. The outstand-

ing capital stock (1898) was S52,019,054; total
capitalization, including stock, bonds and miscellaneous indebtedness, 857,144,245. (History). The
road was chartered, Jan. 5, 1892, under the laws
of Illinois, for the purpose of reorganization of

VIEWS OF DRAINAGE CANAL.

VIEWS OF DRAINAGE CANAL.
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the Chicago, St. Paul

&

Kansas City Railway-

Company on a stock basis. During 1895, the
De Kalb & Great "Western Railroad (5.81 miles)
was built from De Kalb to Sycamore as a feeder
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1865 by Dr. Mary Harris Thompson.
Its declared
objects are
'To afford a home for women and
children among the respectable poor in need of
medical and surgical aid; to treat the same
'

:

home by an

assistant physician;

of this line.

classes at

CHICAGO, HARLEM & BATAVIA RAILROAD. (See Chicago & Northern Pacific Rail-

afford a free dispensary for the same,

road.

hospital

)

CHICAGO, HAYANA & WESTERN RAILROAD. (See Illinois Central Railroad.
CHICAGO HISTORICAL SOCIETY, organized,
24, 1856, for the purposes of (1) establishing
a library and a cabinet of antiquities, relics, etc.
(2) the collection and preservation of historical
manuscripts, documents, papers and tracts; (3)
the encouragement of the discovery and investigation of aboriginal remains, particularly in Illinois; (4) the collection of material illustrating
the growth and settlement of Chicago. By 1871
the Society had accumulated much valuable
material, but the entire collection was destroyed
in the great Chicago fire of that year, among the

April

manuscripts consumed being the original draft
of the emancipation proclamation by Abraham
Lincoln. The nucleus of a second collection was
consumed by fire in 1874. Its loss in this second
conflagration included many valuable manuIn 1877 a temporary building was
scripts.
erected,

which was torn down

in 1892 to

the erection, on the same
thoroughly fire-proof structure of

room

for

lot,

make
of a

granite,

planned after the most approved modern systems.
The new building was erected and dedicated
under the direction of its late President, Edward G. Mason, Esq., Dec. 12, 1896. The Society's
third collection now embraces about twenty-five
thousand volumes and nearly fifty thousand
pamphlets; seventy-five portraits in oils, with
a valuable collection of
other works of art
mauuscript documents, and a large museum of
Mr. Charles
local and miscellaneous antiquities.
;

Evans

is

Secretary and Librarian.

CHICAGO HOMEOPATHIC MEDICAL COLLEGE, organized
of nineteen

and

in 1876,

term opened October

By

with a teaching faculty

forty-five matriculates.
4,

Its first

of that year, in a leased

had outgrown its
first quartern, and a commodious, well appointed
structure was erected by the trustees, in a more
building.

1881 the college

desirable location.

The

institution

was among

to introduce a graded course of instrucextending over a period of eighteen vears.
-In 1897, the matriculating class numbered over 200.

the

first

tion,

CHICAGO HOSPITAL FOR WOMEN AND
CHILDREN, located at Chicago, and founded in

At the

competent nurses."

train

was

to

and to
the

outset

through prilargely through

fairly well sustained

vate benefactions, and, in 1870,
Dr. Thompson's efforts, a college was organized
for the medical education of women exclusively.
(See Northwestern University Woman's Medical
School.)
The hospital building was totally
destroyed in the great fire of 1871, but temporary
accommodations were provided in another section
of the city. The following year, with the aid of
§25,000 appropriated by the Chicago Relief and
Aid Society, a permanent building was purchased, and, in 1885, a new, commodious and well
planned building was erected on the same site, at
a cost of about §75,000.

CHICAGO, MADISON & NORTHERN RAILROAD, a line of railway 231.3 miles in length, 140
miles of which lie within Illinois. It is operated
by the Illinois Central Railroad Company, and is
known as its "Freeport Division." The par value
of the capital stock outstanding is $50,000 and of
bonds §2,500,000, while the floating debt is

making

§3,620,698,

a

total

capitalization

§6,170,698, or $26,698 per mile.

Central Railroad.)

of

(See also Illinois

This road was opened from

Chicago to Freeport in

1888.

CHICAGO MEDICAL COLLEGE.

(See North-

western University Medical College.)

MILWAUKEE & ST. PAUL RAILone of the great trunk lines of the Northwest, having a total mileage (1898) of 6,153.83
CHICAGO,

WAY,

which 317.94 are in Illinois. The main
from Chicago to Minneapolis, 420
miles, although it has connections with Kansas
City, Omaha, Sioux City and various points in
Wisconsin, Iowa and the Dakotas. The Chicago,
Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad Company enjoys
the distinction of being the owner of all the lines
operated by it, though it operates 245 miles of
miles, of

line extends

second tracks owned jointly with other
The greater part of its track is laid
60, 75

and

invested

85-lb.

(1898)

steel rails.
is

The

§220,005,901,

lines.

with

total capital

distributed

as

follows: capital stock, §77,845,000; bonded debt,
§135,285,500;
§5,572,401.

1898
tures,

were

forms

other

of

indebtedness,

earnings in Illinois for
§5,205,244, and the total expendiIts

§3,320,248.

total

The

total

ployes in Illinois for 1898

was

number
2,293,

of

em-

receiving
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Taxes

$1,746,827.70 in aggregate compensation.

paid for the same year amounted to $151,285.
(History). The Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul
Railway was organized in 18G3 under the name

Milwaukee

of the

&

St.

The

Paul Eailway.

w as

Illi-

under a
charter granted to the Chicago, Milwaukee & St.
Paul Railway Company, and the Wisconsin portion under charter to the Wisconsin Union Railroad Company; the whole built and opened in
1872 and purchased by the Milwaukee & St. Paul
Railway Company. It subsequently acquired by
purchase several lines in Wisconsin, the whole
receiving the present name of the line by act of
the Wisconsin Legislature, passed, Feb. 14, 1874.
The Chicago & Evanston Railroad was chartered,
Feb. 16, 1861, built from Chicago to Calvary (10.8
miles), and opened, May 1, 1885; was consolidated
with the Chicago & Lake Superior Railroad,
under the title of the Chicago, Evanston & Lake
Superior Railroad Company, Dec. 22, 1885, opened
to Evanston, August 1, 1886, and purchased, in
June, 1887, by the Chicago, Milwaukee & St.
Paul Eailway Company. The Road, as now
organized, is made up of twenty-two divisions

main

nois portion of the

line

T

built

.located in Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa, Minnesota,

North and South Dakota, Missouri and Michigan.

CHICAGO, PADUCAH & MEMPHIS RAIL-

ROAD

(Projected), a road chartered, Dec. 19,
1893, to run between Altamont and Metropolis,
111.,

152 miles, with a branch

to Carbondale, 20 miles
The gauge is standard,

sixty-pound steel

rails.

from Johnston City

—total

length, 172 miles.

and the track

By

Feb.

1,

1895,

laid

with

the road

from Altamont to Marion (100 miles) was completed, and work on the remainder of the line has
been in progress. It is intended to connect with
the Wabash and the St. Louis Southern systems.
Capital stock authorized and subscribed, $2,500,000;

bonds

issued,

$1,575,000.

Funded

authorized, $15,000 per mile in five per cent

debt,
first

Cost of road up to Feb. 1
1895, $20,000 per mile; estimated cost of the entire
In December, 1896, this road
line, $2,000,000.
passed into the hands of the Chicago & Eastern
Illinois Eailroad Company, and is now operated to
Marion, in Williamson County.
(See Chicago
Eastern Illinois Railroad.)

mortgage gold bonds.

&

CHICAGO, PEKIN & SOUTHWESTERN RAILROAD, a division of the Chicago & Alton RailChicago & Plainfield
as
Railroad, in 1859; opened from Pekin to Streator
in 1873, and to Mazon Bridge in 1876; sold under
road,

chartered

foreclosure in 1879,

the Chicago

&

the

and now constitutes a part of

Alton system.

CHICAGO, PEORIA & ST. LOUIS RAILROAD

COMPANY
two

(of Illinois), a corporation operating

one extending from Peoria
and the other from Peoria to
Springfield, with a connection from the latter
place (in 1895), over a leased line, with St. Louis.
The total mileage, as officially reported in 1895,
was 208.66 miles, of which 166 were owned by
the corporation.
(1) The original of the Jacksonville Division of this line was the Illinois River
Railroad, opened from Pekin to Virginia in 1859.
In October, 1863, it was sold under foreclosure,
and, early in 1864, was transferred by the purlines of railroad,

to Jacksonville,

chasers to a new corporation called the Peoria,
Pekin & Jacksonville Railroad Company, by

whom
and,

it

in

was extended the same year to Peoria,
1869, to Jacksonville.
Another forein

closure,
creditors,

1879,

with the Wabash,
(2)

The

resulted

followed

in

its

sale

by consolidation,

St.

Louis

Springfield Division

&

the

to
in

1881,

Pacific Railway.

was incorporated

in

&

Northwestern Railway
construction was begun in 1872, and road opened
from Springfield to Havana (45.20 miles) in
December, 1874, and from Havana to Pekin and
Peoria over the track of the Peoria, Pekin &
1869 as the Springfield

Jacksonville line.

The same year the road was

leased to the Indianapolis, Bloomington

&

West-

ern Railroad Company, but the lease was forfeited, in 1875, and the road placed in the hands
of a receiver.
In 1881, together with the
Jacksonville Division, it was transferred to the
Wabash, St. Louis & Pacific Railway, and by
that company operated as the Peoria & Springfield Eailroad.
The Wabash, St. Louis & Pacific
having defaulted and gone into the hands of a
receiver, both the Jacksonville and the Springfield Divisions were reorganized in February,
1887, under the name of the Chicago, Peoria &
St. Louis Eailroad, and placed under control of
the Jacksonville Southeastern Eailroad.
A
reorganization of the latter took place, in 1890,
under the name of the Jacksonville, Louisville &
St. Louis Railway, and, in 1893, it passed into the

hands of receivers, and was severed from

its

The Chicago, Peoria & St. Louis
Railroad remained under the management of a

allied lines.

separate receiver until January, 1896,

when a

reorganization was effected under its present
name "The Chicago, Peoria & St. Louis Railroad of Illinois." The lease of the Springfield

—

&

Louis Division having expired in Decemit has also been reorganized as an
independent corporation under the name of the
St. Louis, Peoria & Northern Railway (which see)
St.

ber,

1895,
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CHICAGO RIVER, a sluggish stream, draining
a narrow strip of land between Lake Michigan
and the Des Plaines River, the entire watershed
drained amounting to some 470 square miles. It
by the union of the "North" and
is formed
the "South Branch," which unite less than a mile
and a half from the mouth of the main stream.
At an early day the former was known as the
"Guarie" and the latter as "Portage River." The
North Branch is about 20 miles,

total length of the

only a small fraction of which

is

navigable.

The

South Branch is shorter but offers greater facilities
for navigation, being lined along its lower portions with grain-elevators, lumber-yards and
manufactories. The Illinois Indians in early days
found an easy portage between it and the Des
The Chicago River, with its
Plaines River.
branches, separates Chicago into three divisions,
known, respectively, as the "North" the "South"
Drawbridges have
and the "West Divisions."
been erected at the principal street crossings
over the river and both branches, and four
tunnels, connecting the various divisions of the
city, have been constructed under the river bed.

CHICAGO, ROCK ISLAND & PACIFIC RAIL-

WAY, formed by

the

consolidation

of various

The parent corporation (The
Chicago & Rock Island Railroad) was chartered
in Illinois in 1851, and the road opened from Chicago to the Mississippi River at Rock Island (181
In 1852 a company was
miles), July 10, 1854.
lines

in

1880.

chartered under the name of the Mississippi &
Missouri Railroad for the extension of the road
from the Mississippi to the Missouri River. The
two roads were consolidated in 18G6 as the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railroad, and the
extension to the Missouri River and a junction

with the Union Pacific completed in 1869. The
Peoria & Bureau Valley Railroad (an important
46.
feeder from Peoria to Bureau Junction
miles) was incorporated in 1853, and completed
and leased in perpetuity to the Chicago & Rock
Island Railroad, in 1854. The St. Joseph & Iowa
Railroad was purchased in 1889, and the Kansas
City & Topeka Railway in 1891. The Company
has financial and traffic agreements with the
Chicago, Rock Island & Texas Railway, extending
from Terral Station; Indian Territory, to Fort
Worth, Texas. The road also has connections
from Chicago with Peoria; St. Paul and Minneapolis; Omaha and Lincoln (Neb.); Denver, Colorado Springs and Pueblo (Colo.), besides various
points in South Dakota, Iowa and Southwestern

—

Kansas.
The extent of the lines owned and
operated by the Company ( 'Poor's Manual, " 1898)
'
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of which 236.51 miles are in
miles being owned by the corpoof the Company's owned and

3,568.15 miles,

is

Illinois, 189.52

All

ration.

leased

lines are laid

with

steel rails.

The

total

capitalization reported for the same year was
8116,748,211, of which §50,000,000 was in stock

and §58, 830, 000 in bonds. The total earnings and
income of the line in Illinois, for the year ending
June 30, 1898, was §5,851,875, and the total
expenses §3,401,165, of which §233,129 was in the
form of taxes. The Company has received under
Congressional grants 550, 194 acres of land, excluwhich there had been sold,

sive of State grants, of

up

to

March

31, 1894,

548,609 acres.

CHICAGO, ST. PAUL & FOND DU LAC RAILROAD. (See Chicago & Nortliivestem Railway.)
CHICAGO, ST. PAUL & KANSAS CITY RAIL-

WAY.

(See Chicago Great Western Railway.)

CHICAGO, ST. LOUIS & PADUCAH RAIL-

WAY,

a short road, of standard gauge, laid with
extending from Marion to Brooklyn,
It was chartered, Feb. 7, 1887,
111., 53.64 miles.
and opened for traffic, Jan. 1, 1889. The St.
Louis, Alton & Terre Haute Railroad Company is
the lessee, having guaranteed principal and interIts capital stock
est on its first mortgage bonds.
steel rails,

is

§1,000,000,

and

its

bonded debt

§2,000,000,

making the total capitalization about §56,000 per
mile.
The cost of the road was §2,950,000; total
incumbrance

(1895), §3,016,715.

CHICAGO TERMINAL TRANSFER RAILROAD, the successor to the Chicago & Northern
The

was organized in
and lease facilities to
other roads and transact a local business. The
Road under its new name was chartered, June 4,
Pacific Railroad.

November,

latter

1889, to acquire

purchase at foreclosure sale the property
& Northern Pacific, soon after
acquiring the property of the Chicago & Calumet
Terminal Railway also. The combination gives
it the control of 84.53 miles of road, of which
1897, to

of the Chicago

miles are in Illinois. The line is used for
both passenger and freight terminal purposes,
and also a belt line just outside the city limits.
Its principal tenants are the Chicago Great Western, the Baltimore & Ohio, the Wisconsin Central
Lines, and the Chicago, Hammond & Western
70. 76

Railroad.

The Company

also has control of the

ground on which the Grand Central Depot
located.

Its total capitalization (1898)

was

is

$44,-

553,044, of which §30,000,000 was capital stock
and §13,394,000 in the form of bonds.

CHICAGO THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, organ1854, by a convention of Congregational ministers and laymen representing seven

ized, Sept. 26,
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Western States, among which was Illinois. A
special and liberal charter was granted, Feb. 15,
1855.
The Seminary has always been under
Congregational control and supervision, its
twenty-four trustees being elected at Triennial
Conventions, at which are represented all the
churches of that denomination west of the Ohio
and east of the Rocky Mountains. The institution was formally opened to students, Oct. 6,
and twenty-nine
professors
1858, with two
Since then it has steadily grown
matriculates.
Preparatory and
in both numbers and influence.
linguistic schools have been added and the
faculty (1896) includes eight professors and nine

minor instructors. The Seminary is liberally
endowed, its productive assets being nearly
$1,000,000, and the value of its grounds, buildings, library, etc.,

No charge

amounting

to nearly §500,000

room
and there are forty-two endowed scholarships, the income of which is devoted to the aid
of needy students. The buildings, including the
library and dormitories, are four in number, and
are well constructed and arranged.
CHICAGO & ALTON RAILROAD, an important railway running in a southwesterly direction from Chicago to St. Louis, with numerous
branches, extending into Missouri, Kansas and
Colorado. The Chicago & Alton Railroad proper
was constructed under two charters the first
more.

is

made

for tuition or

rent,

—

granted to the Alton & Sangamon Railroad Company, in 1847, and the second to the Chicago &
Mississippi Railroad Company, in 1852.
Construction of the former was begun in 1852, and
the line opened from Alton to Springfield in
1853.
Under the second corporation, the line was
opened from Springfield to Bloomington in 1854,
and to Joliet in 1856. In 1855 a line was constructed from Chicago to Joliet under the name
of the Joliet & Chicago Railroad, and leased in
perpetuity to the present Company, which was
reorganized in 1857 under the name of the St.
For
Louis, Alton & Chicago Railroad Company.
some time connection was had between Alton
and St. Louis by steam-packet boats running in
connection with the railroad but later over the
line of the Indianapolis & St. Louis Railroad
;

the first railway line connecting the two cities
and, finally, by the Company's own line, which
was constructed in 1864, and formally opened
Jan. 1, 1865. In 1861, a company with the
present name (Chicago & Alton Railroad Company) was organized, which, in 1862, purchased
the

St.

closure sale.

&

Chicago Road at foreSeveral branch lines have since

Louis, Alton

been acquired by purchase or lease, the most
important in the State being the line from
Bloomington to St. Louis by way of Jacksonville.
This was chartered in 1851 under the name of the
St. Louis, Jacksonville & Chicago Railroad, was
opened for business in January, 1868, and having
been diverted from the route upon which it was
originally projected, was completed to Bloomington and leased to the Chicago & Alton in 1868.
In 1884 this branch was absorbed by the main
line.
Other important branches are the Kansas
City Branch from Roodhouse, crossing the Mississippi at Louisiana, Mo.
the Washington
Branch from Dwight to Washington and Lacon,
and the Chicago & Peoria, by which entrance is
;

obtained into the city of Peoria over the tracks
of the Toledo, Peoria & Western. The whole
number of miles operated (1898; is 843.54, of
which 580.73 lie in Illinois. Including double
tracks and sidings, the Company has a total
trackage of 1,186 miles. The total capitalization,

was §32,793,972, of which $22,230,600 was
and $6,694,850 in bonds. The total
earnings and income for the year, in Illinois, were
$5,022,315, and the operating and other expenses,
This road, under its management as
$4,272,207.
it existed up to 1898, has been one of the most uniin 1898,

in stock,

formly successful in the country. Dividends
have been paid semiannually from 1863 to 1884,
and quarterly from 1884 to 1896. For a number
of years previous to 1897,

amounted

the

to eight per cent per

dividends

had

annum on both

common stock, but later had been
reduced to seven per cent on account of short
crops along the line. The taxes paid in 1898

preferred and

were

$341,040.

The

surplus,

June

30,

1895,

exceeded two and three-quarter million dollars.
The Chicago & Alton was the first line in the
world to put into service sleeping and dining cars
of the Pullman model, which have since been so
widely adopted, as well as the first to run free
reclining chair-cars for the convenience and
comfort of its passengers. At the time the
matter embraced in this volume is undergoing
final revision (1899), negotiations are in progress

for the purchase of this historic line

by a syndirepresenting the Baltimore & Ohio, the
Missouri Pacific, the Union Pacific, and the
Missouri, Kansas & Texas systems, in whose
interest it will hereafter be operated.
CHICAGO & AURORA RAILROAD. (See
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad.)
cate

CHICAGO & EASTERN ILLINOIS RAILROAD. This company operates a line 516.3 miles
in length, of

which 278 miles are within

Illinois.
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The main

line in this State

extends southerly

from Dolton Junction (17 miles south of Chicago)
Entrance to the Polk Street Depot
to Danville.
in Chicago is secured over the tracks of the

Western Indiana Railroad. The company owns
several important branch lines, as follows From
:

the Indiana State Line;
from Cissna Junction to Cissna Park from Danville Junction to Shelbyville, and from Sidell to
The system in Illinois is of standard
Rossville.

Momence Junction

to

;

gauge, about 108 miles being double
right of way is 100 feet wide and
The grades are light, and the
(including rails, ties, ballast and
generally excellent.

ing (1895)

is

The

§13,594,400;

floating debt, $916,381;

track.

The

well fenced.

construction
bridges),

is

capital stock outstand-

funded debt, $18,018,000;
total

capital

invested,

$32,570,781; total earnings in Illinois, $2,592,072;
expenditures in the State, $2,595,631. The com-

pany paid the same year a dividend of six per
cent on its common stock ($286,914), and reported
a surplus of $1,484,762. The Chicago & Eastern
Illinois was originally chartered in 1865 as the
Chicago, Danville & Vincennes Railroad, its main
line being completed in 1872. In 1873, it defaulted
on interest, was sold under foreclosure in 1877,
and reorganized as the Chicago & Nashville, but
In
later in same year took its present name.
1894 it was consolidated with the Chicago &
Indiana Coal Railway. Two spurs (5.27 miles in
length) were added to the line in 1895. Early in
1897 this line obtained control of the Chicago,

Paducah

& Memphis

Railroad,

which

is

operated to Marion, in Williamson County.
Memphis Railroad.)
Chicago, Paducah

&
CHICAGO & GRAND TRUNK RAILWAY.

now
(See

Of

the 335.27 miles of the Chicago & Grand Trunk
Railroad, only 30.65 are in Illinois, and of the
That
latter 9.7 miles are operated under lease.
portion of the line within the State extends from
Chicago easterly to the Indiana State line. The

Company

is

Railroad,

four

Grand Junction
The Road is
has a bonded debt of

also lessee of the

miles

in

capitalized at $6,600,000,

length.

and a floating debt (1895) of $2,271,425,
making the total capital invested, $20,871,425.
The total earnings in Illinois for 1895 amounted

$12,000,000

to $660,393; disbursements within the State for

the same period, $345, 233. The Chicago & Grand
Trunk Railway, as now constituted, is a consolidation of various lines between Port Huron,
Mich., and Chicago, operated in the interest of
the Grand Trunk Railway of Canada. The Illinois section was built under a charter granted in
1878 to the Chicago & State Line Railway Com-
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pany, to form a connection with Valparaiso, Ind.
This corporation acquired the Chicago & Southern Railroad (from Chicago to Dolton), and the
Chicago & State Line Extension in Indiana, all
being consolidated under the name of the Northwestern Grand Trunk Railroad. In 1880, a final
consolidation of these lines with the eastward
connections took place under the present name

the Chicago

&

Grand Trunk Railway.

CHICAGO & GREAT EASTERN RAILWAY.
(See Pittsburg, Cincinnati, Chicago

&

St.

Louis

Railway.

CHICAGO & GREAT SOUTHERN RAILROAD.
(See Peoria, Decatur

& Evansville

Railway.)

CHICAGO & ILLINOIS SOUTHERN RAILWAY. (See Peoria, Decatur & Evansville Railway. )

CHICAGO & MISSISSIPPI RAILROAD.
Chicago

& Alton

Railroad.

CHICAGO & NASHVILLE RAILROAD.
Chicago

&

(See

)

(See

Eastern Illinois Railroad.

CHICAGO & NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD. (See Chicago Terminal Transfer Railroad.

)

CHICAGO & NORTHWESTERN RAILWAY,
one of the great trunk lines of the country, penetrating the States of Illinois, Wisconsin, Michigan, Iowa, Minnesota and North and South
Dakota. The total length of its main line,
branches, proprietary and operated lines, on May
1, 1899, was 5,076.89 miles, of which 594 miles are
Illinois, all owned by the company.
Second and side tracks increase the mileage
The Chicago &
to a total of 7,217.91 miles.
Northwestern Railway (proper) is operated in
nine separate divisions, as follows: The Wisconsin, Galena, Iowa, Northern Iowa, Madison,
Peninsula, Winona and St. Peter, Dakota and
Ashland Divisions The principal or main lines
of the "Northwestern System," in its entirety,
are those which have Chicago, Omaha, St. Paul
and Minneapolis for their termini, though their
branches reach numerous important points
within the States already named, from the shore
of Lake Michigan on the east to Wyoming on the
west, and from Kansas on the south to Lake
Superior on the north.
(History.) The Chicago & Northwestern Railway Company was
organized in 1859 under charters granted by the
Legislatures of Illinois and Wisconsin during
that year, under which the new company came
into possession of the rights and franchises of the
Chicago, St. Paul & Fond du Lac Railroad Company. The latter road was the outgrowth of
various railway enterprises which had been pro-

operated in

—
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jected, chartered and partly constructed in "Wisconsin and Illinois, between 1848 and 1855,
including the Madison & Beloit Railroad, the
Rock River Valley Union Railroad, and the Illinois & Wisconsin Railroad the last named company being chartered by the Illinois Legislature
in 1851, and authorized to build a railroad from
Chicago to the Wisconsin line. The Wisconsin
Legislature of 1855 authorized the consolidation
of the Rock River Valley Union Railroad with the
Illinois enterprise, and, in March, 1855, the consolidation of these lines was perfected under the
name of the Chicago, St. Paul & Fond du Lac
Railroad.
During the first four years of its existence this company built 176 miles of the road, of
which seventy miles were between Chicago and
the Wisconsin State line, with the sections constructed in Wisconsin completing the connection
between Chicago and Fond du Lac. As the result
of the financial revulsion of 1857, the corporation
became financially embarrassed, and the sale of its
property and franchises under the foreclosure of
This marked
1859, already alluded to, followed.
the beginning of the present corporation, and, in
the next few years, by the construction of new
lines and the purchase of others in Wisconsin and
Northern Illinois, it added largely to the extent
of its lines, both constructed and projected. The
most important of these was the union effected
with the Galena & Chicago Union Railroad,
which was formally consolidated with the Chi-

—

The history of
cago & Northwestern in 1864.
the Galena & Chicago Union is interesting in
view of the fact that it was one of the earliest
railroads incorporated in Illinois, having been
chartered by special act of the Legislature during
the "internal improvement" excitement of 1836.
Besides, its charter was the only one of that
period under which an organization was effected,
and although construction was not begun under
it

until 1847 (eleven years afterward),

it

was the

second railroad constructed in the State and the
first leading from the city of Chicago.
In the
forty years of its history the growth of the Chicago & Northwestern has been steady, and its
success almost phenomenal. In that time it has
not only added largely to its mileage by the construction of new lines, but has absorbed more
lines than almost any other road in the country,
until it now reaches almost every important city
in the Northwest. Among the lines in Northern
Illinois now constituting a part of it, were several
which had become a part of the Galena & Chicago
Union before the consolidation. These included
a line from Belvidere to Beloit, Wis. the Fox
;

River Valley Railroad, and the St. Charles &
Mississippi Air Line Railroad all Illinois enterprises, and more or less closely connected with
the development of the State.
The total capitalization of the line, on June 30, 1898, was
§200,968,108, of which' §66,408,821 was
capital
stock and §101,603,000 in the form of
bonds.
The earnings in the State of Illinois,
for the same period, aggregated §4,374,923,
and the expenditures §3,712,593. At the present
time (1899) the Chicago & Northwestern is building eight or ten branch lines in Wisconsin, Iowa,
Minnesota and South Dakota. The Northwestern
System, as such, comprises nearly 3,000 miles of
road not included in the preceding statements of
mileage and financial condition. Although owned
by the Chicago & Northwestern Company, they
are managed by different officers and under other
names. The mileage of the whole system covers
nearly 8,000 miles of main line.

—

CHICAGO & SPRINGFIELD

RAILROAD.

(See Illinois Central Railroad.)

CHICAGO & TEXAS RAILROAD,

a

line

seventy-three miles in length, extending from
Johnston City by way of Carbondale westerly to
the Mississippi, thence southerly to Cape Girardeau. The line was originally operated by two
companies, under the names of the Grand Tower
& Carbondale and the Grand Tower & Cape Girardeau Railroad Companies. The former was
chartered in 1882, and the road built in 1885 the
latter, chartered in 1889 and the line opened the
same year. They were consolidated in 1893, and
operated under the name of the Chicago & Texas
Railroad Company. In October, 1897, the last
named line was transferred, under a twenty-five
year lease, to the Illinois Central Railroad Company, by whom it is operated as its St. Louis &
;

Cape Girardeau

division.

CHICAGO & WESTERN INDIANA RAILROAD. The main line of this road extends from
Chicago to Dolton,
minal facilities for
Depot at Chicago.

111.

(17 miles),

and

affords ter-

entering the Polk St.
It has branches to Hammond,

all lines

Ind. (10.28 miles); to Cragin (15.9 miles), and to
South Chicago (5.41 miles); making the direct
mileage of its branches 48.59 miles. In addition,
its second, third and fourth tracks and sidings
increase the mileage to 204.79 miles. The company was organized June 9, 1879 the road opened
in 1880, and, on Jan. 26, 1882, consolidated with
the South Chicago & Western Indiana Railroad
Company, and the Chicago & Western Indiana
;

Belt Railway.
in Chicago,

It also

owns some

including wharf

850 acres in fee
property on the
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Chicago River, right of way, switch and transfer
yards, depots, the Indiana grain elevator, etc.
The elevator and the Belt Division are leased to
the Belt Railway Company of Chicago, and the
rest of the property is leased conjointly by the
Chicago & Eastern Illinois, the Chicago & Grand
Trunk, the Chicago & Erie, the Louisville, New
Albany & Chicago, and the Wabash Railways
(each of which owns §1,000,000 of the capital
and by the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe.
These companies pay the expense of operation

stock),

and maintenance on a mileage

basis.

CHICAGO & WISCONSIN RAILROAD.

(See

Wisconsin Central Lines. )

CHILDS, Robert A., was born at Malone,
Franklin County, N. Y., March 22, 1845, the son
of an itinerant Methodist preacher, who settled
near Belvidere, Boone County, 111., in 1852. His
home having been broken up by the death of his
mother, in 1854, he went to live upon a farm. In
April, 1861, at the age of 16 years, he enlisted in
the company of Captain (afterwards General)
Stephen A. Hurlbut, which was later attached to
the Fifteenth Illinois Volunteers. After being
mustered out at the close of the war, he entered
school, and graduated from the Illinois State
Normal University in 1870. For the following three
years he was Principal and Superintendent of
public schools at Amboy, Lee County, meanwhile
studying law, and being admitted to the bar. In
1873, he began the practice of his profession at
Chicago, making his home at Hinsdale. After
filling various local
in 1884 he was
offices,
chosen Presidential Elector on the Republican
ticket, and, in 1892, was elected by the narrow
majority of thirty-seven votes to represent the
Eighth Illinois District in the Fifty-third Congress, as a Republican.
CHILLICOTHE, a city in Peoria County, situated on the Illinois River, at the head of Peoria
Lake; is 19 miles northwest of Peoria, on the
Peoria branch of the Chicago, Rock Island &
Pacific Raih'oad, and the freight division of the
Atkinson, Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad. It is an
important shipping-point for grain; has a canning factory, a button factory, two banks, five
churches, a high school, and two weekly newspapers. Population (1890), 1,632; (1900), 1,699.
CHINIQUY, (Rev.) Charles, clergyman and
reformer, was born in Canada, July 30, 1809, of
mixed French and Spanish blood, and educated
for the Romish priesthood at the Seminary of St.
Nicholet, where he remained ten years, gaining a
reputation among his fellow students for extraordinary zeal and piety.
Having been ordained
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to the priesthood in 1833, he labored in various
churches in Canada until 1851, when he accepted

an invitation to Illinois with a view to building
up the church in the Mississippi Valley. Locating at the junction of the Kankakee and Iroquois
Rivers, in Kankakee County, he was the means
of bringing to that vicinity a colony of some
5,000 French Canadians, followed by colonists
from France, Belgium and other European
countries.
It has been
estimated that over
50,000 of this class of emigrants were settled in
Illinois within a few years.
The colony embraced a territory of some 40 square miles, with
the village of St. Ann's as the center. Here
Father Chiniquy began his labors by erecting
churches and schools for the colonists. He soon
became dissatisfied with what he believed to be
the exercise of arbitrary authority by the ruling
Bishop, then began to have doubts on the question
the final result being a
determination to separate himself from the
Mother Church. In this step he appears to have
been followed by a large proportion of the colonists who had accompanied him from Canada, but
the result was a feeling of intense bitterness
between the opposing factions, leading to much
litigation and many criminal prosecutions, of
which Father Chiniquy was the subject, though
never convicted. In one of these suits, in which
the Father was accused of an infamous crime,
Abraham Lincoln was counsel for the defense,
the charge being proven to be the outgrowth of
a conspiracy. Having finally determined to
espouse the cause of Protestantism, Father
Chiniquy allied himself with the Canadian Presbytery, and for many years of his active clerical
life, divided his time between Canada and the
United States, having supervision of churches in
Montreal and Ottawa, as well as in this country.
He also more than once visited Europe by special
invitation to address important religious bodies
in that country. He died at Montreal, Canada,
Jan. 16, 1899, in the 90th year of his age.
CHOUART, Medard, (known also as Sieur des
Groseilliers), an early French explorer, supposed
to have been born at Touraine, France, about
1621.
Coming to New France in early youth, he
made a voyage of discovery with his brother-inof papal infallibility,

westward from Quebec, about
two being believed to have been
the first white men to reach Lake Superior.
After spending the winter of 1658-59 at La
Pointe, near where Ashland, Wis., now stands,
they are believed by some to have discovered the
Upper Mississippi and to have descended that
law,

Radisson,

1654-56, these
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stream a long distance towards its mouth, as
they claimed to have reached a much milder
climate and heard of Spanish ships on the salt
water (Gulf of Mexico). Some antiquarians
credit them, about this time (1659), with having
visited the present site of the city of Chicago.

They were the first explorers of Northwestern
Wisconsin and Minnesota, and are also credited
with having been the first to discover an inland
route to Hudson's Bay, and with being the
founders of the original Hudson's Bay Company.
Groseillier's later history is unknown, but he
ranks among the most intrepid explorers of the
"New World" about -the middle of the seventh
century.

CHRISMA1V, a

city of

Edgar County, at the

intersection of the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chi-

& St. Louis and the Cincinnati, Hamilton &
Dayton Railroads, 24 miles south of Danville has
a pipe-wrench factory, grain elevators, and
cago

;

storage cribs.

Population

CHRISTIAN COUNTY,

(1890), 820; (1900), 905.

a rich

agricultural

county, lying in the "central belt," and organized
in 1839 from parts of Macon, Montgomery,
Sangamon and Shelby Counties. The name first
given to it was Dane, in honor of Nathan Dane,
one of the framers of the Ordinance of 1787, but
a political prejudice led to a change. A pre-

ponderance of early settlers having come from
Christian County, Ky., this name was finally
adopted.

The surface

is

level

and the soil

fertile,

the northern half of the county being best
adapted to corn and the southern to wheat. Its
area is about 710 square miles, and its population

The life of the early settlers
(1900), was 32,790.
Game was abunwas exceedingly primitive.
dant; wild honey was used as a substitute for
wolves were troublesome; prairie fires
were frequent; the first mill (on Bear Creek)
could not grind more than ten bushels of grain
per day, by horse-power. The people hauled their
corn to St. Louis to exchange for groceries. The
first store was opened at Robertson's Point, but
the county-seat was established at Taylorville. A
great change was wrought in local conditions by
the advent of the Illinois Central Railway, which
passes through the eastern part of the county.
Two other railroads now pass centrally through
the county the "Wabash" and the Baltimore &
Ohio Southwestern. The principal towns are
Taylorville (a railroad center and thriving town
sugar;

—

of 2,829 inhabitants), Pana, Morrisonville, Edin-

burg, and Assumption.

CHURCH, Lawrence
was born

at

S., lawyer and legislator,
Nunda, N. Y., in 1820; passed his

youth on a farm, but having a fondness for study,
an early age began teaching in winter with a
view to earning means to prosecute his studies in
law. In 1843 he arrived at McHenry, then the
county-seat of McHenry County, 111., having
walked a part of the way from New York, paying
a portion of his expenses by the delivery of lectures.
He soon after visited Springfield, and
having been examined before Judge S. H. Treat,
was admitted to the bar. On the removal of the
county-seat from McHenry to Woodstock, he
removed to the latter place, where he continued
to reside to the end of his life.
A member of the
Whig party up to 1856, he was that year elected
as a Republican Representative in the Twentieth
General Assembly, serving by re-election in the
Twenty-first and Twenty-second; in 1860, was
supported for the nomination for Congress in the
Northwestern District, but was defeated by Hon.
at

E. B.

Washburne;

in 1862, aided in the organiza-

and
was compelled
to resign before reaching the field on account of
failing health.
In 1866 he was elected County
Judge of McHenry County, to fill a vacanc3 and,
tion of the Ninety-fifth Illinois Volunteers,

was commissioned

its

Colonel, but

r

,

in 1869 to the Constitutional Convention of 1869-70.

Judge Church was a man of
23, 1870.
high principle and a speaker of decided ability.
CHURCH, Selden Marvin, capitalist, was born
at East Haddam, Conn. March 4, 1804 taken by
his father to Monroe County, N. Y., in boyhood,
and grew up on a farm there, but at the age of
21, went to Cincinnati, Ohio, where he engaged
in teaching, being one of the earliest teachers in
the public schools of that city. Then, having
spent some time in mercantile pursuits in Rochester, N. Y., in 1835 he removed to Illinois, first
locating at Geneva, but the following year
removed to Rockford, where he continued to
In 1841, he
reside for the remainder of his life.
was appointed Postmaster of the city of Rockford by the first President Harrison, remaining
in office three years.
Other offices held by him
were those of County Clerk (1843-47), Delegate to
the Second Constitutional Convention (1847),
Judge of Probate (1849-57), Representative in
the Twenty -third General Assembly (1863-65),
and member of the first Board of Public Charities
by appointment of Governor Palmer, in 1869,
being re-appointed by Governor Beveridge, in
1873, and, for a part of the time, serving as President of the Board. He also served, by appointment of the Secretary of War, as one of the
Commissioners to assess damages for the GovernDied, July

,

ment improvements

at

;

Rock Island and

to locate
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the Government bridge between Rock Island and
Davenport. During the latter years of his life he
was President for some time of the Rockford
Insurance Company was also one of the originators, and, for many years, Managing Director of
;

the Rockford

Water Power Company, which has

much

promote the prosperity of that
city, and, at the time of his death, was one of the
Directors of the Winnebago National Bank. Died
at Rockford, June 23, 1892.
CHURCHILL, George, early printer and legiswas born at Hubbardtown, Rutland
lator,
County, Vt., Oct. 11, 1789; received a good education in his youth, thus imbibing a taste for
literature which led to his learning the printer's
In 1806 he became an apprentice in the
trade.
done so

office

of the

to

Albany

after serving his time,
printer, thereby

(N. Y.) "Sentinel," and,

worked

as a

journeyman

accumulating means to purchase

a half-interest in a small printing office. Selling
this out at a loss, a year or two later, he went to
New York, and, after working at the case some
five months, started for the West, stopping en
route at Philadelphia, Pittsburg and Louisville.
In the latter place he worked for a time in the
office of "The Courier," and still later in that of
"The Correspondent," then owned by Col. Elijah
C. Berry,

subsequently came to Illinois and

who

served as Auditor of Public Accounts. In 1817
he arrived in St. Louis, but, attracted by the fer-

determined to engage in agri-

tile soil of Illinois,

cultural pursuits, finally purchasing land
six miles southeast of Edwardsville, in

some

Madison

County, where he continued to reside the remainder of his life. In order to raise means to
improve his farm, in the spring of 1819 he
worked as a compositor in the office of "The
Missouri Gazette" the predecessor of "The St.
Louis Republic." While there he wrote a series

—

of articles over the signature of

"A Farmer

of St.

Charles County," advocating the

admission of
the State of Missouri into the Union without
slavery, which caused considerable excitement
among the friends of that institution. During
the same year he aided Hooper Warren in
establishing

his

Edwardsville, and,

paper,

"The Spectator," at
became a frequent

still later,

columns, especially during the
campaign of 1822-24, which resulted, in the latter
year, in the defeat of the attempt to plant slavery
in Illinois.
In 1822 he was elected Representative in the Third General Assembly, serving in
contributor to

its

that body by successive re-elections until 1832.

His re-election for a second term, in 1824, demonstrated that his vote at the preceding session, in

105

opposition to the scheme for a State Convention
to revise the State Constitution in the interest of
In
slavery, was approved by his constituents.
1838, he was elected to the State Senate, serving
four years, and, in 1844, was again elected to the
House in all serving a period in both Houses of
sixteen years. Mr. Churchill was never married.
He was an industrious and systematic collector of

—

historical records, and, at the time of his death in

the summer of 1872, left a mass of documents and
(See
other historical material of great value.
Slavery and Slave Laws; Warren, Hooper, and
Coles,

Edward.)

CLARK

(Gen.) George Rogers, soldier, wasborn near Monticello, Albemarle County, Va.,
Nov. 19, 1752. In his younger life he was a
farmer and surveyor on the upper Ohio. His
first experience in Indian fighting was under
Governor Dunmore, against the Shawr nees (1774).
In 1775 he went as a surveyor to Kentucky, and
the British having incited the Indians against
the Americans in the following year, he was
commissioned a Major of militia.
He soon rose
to a Colonelcy, and attained marked distinction.
Later he was commissioned Brigadier-General,
and planned an expedition against the British
fort at Detroit, which was not successful.
In
the latter part of 1777, in consultation with Gov.
Patrick Henry, of Virginia, he planned an expedition against Illinois, which was carried out
the following year. On July 4, 1778, he captured
Kaskaskia without firing a gun, and other
French villages surrendered at discretion. The
following February he set out from Kaskaskia to
cross the "Illinois Country" for the purpose of
recapturing Vincennes, which had been taken and
w as garrisoned by the British under Hamilton.
After a forced march characterized by incredible
suffering, his ragged followers effected the capture of the post. His last important military
service was against the savages on the Big
Miami, whose villages and fields he laid waste.
His last years were passed in sorrow and in comparative penury. He died at Louisville, Ky.,
Feb. 18, 1818, and his remains, after reposing in a
private cemetery near that city for half a cenr

were exhumed and removed to Cave Hill
Cemetery in 1869. The fullest history of General
Clark's expedition and his life will be found in
the "Conquest of the Country Northwest of the
Ohio River, 1774-1783, and Life of Gen. George
Rogers Clark" (2 volumes, 1896), by the late
William H. English, of Indianapolis.
CLARK, Horace S., lawyer and politician, was
born at Huntsburg, Ohio, August 12, 1840. At
tury,
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15, coming to Chicago, he found
employment in a livery stable later, worked on
a farm in Kane County, attending school in the
winter. After a year spent in Iowa City attending the Iowa State University, he returned to
Kane County and engaged in the dairy business,

the age of

;

later

occupying himself with various occupations

in Illinois and Missouri, but finally returning to
his Ohio home, where he began the study of law

In 1861 he enlisted in an Ohio
at Circleville.
regiment, rising from the ranks to a captaincy,
but was finally compelled to leave the service in

consequence of a wound received at Gettysburg.
In 1865 he settled at Mattoon, 111. where he was
admitted to the bar in 1868. In 1870 he was an
unsuccessful candidate for the Legislature on the
Republican ticket, but was elected State Senator
in 1880, serving four years and proving himself
one of the ablest speakers on the floor. In 1888
he was chosen a delegate-at-large to the National
Republican Convention, and has long been a conspicuous figure in State politics. In 1896 he was
a prominent candidate for the Republican nomination for Governor.
CLARK, John M., civil engineer and merchant,
was born at White Pigeon, Mich., August 1, 1836;
came to Chicago with his widowed mother in
1847, and, after five years in the Chicago schools,
served for a time (1852) as a rodman on the Illinois Central Railroad. After a course in the
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute at Troy, N. Y.,
where he graduated in 1856, he returned to the
service of the Illinois Central. In 1859 he went to
Colorado, where he was one of the original
founders of the city of Denver, and chief engineer of its first water supply company. In 1862
he started on a surveying expedition to Arizona,
but was in Santa Fe when that place was captured
by a rebel expedition from Texas; was also
present soon after at the battle of Apache Canon,
when the Confederates, being defeated, were
driven out of the Territory. Returning to Chicago in 1864, he became a member of the wholesale leather firm of Gray, Clark & Co.
The
official positions held by Mr. Clark include those
of Alderman (1879-81), Member of the Board of
Education, Collector of Customs, to which he
was appointed by President Harrison, in 1889,
and President of the Chicago Civil Service Board
by appointment of Mayor Swift, under an act
passed by the Legislature of 1895, retiring in 1897.
In 1881 he was the Republican candidate for Mayor
of Chicago, but was defeated by Carter H. Harrison. Mr. Clark is one of the Directors of the Crerar
,

.

Library,

named

in the will of Mr. Crerar.

CLARK COUNTY, one

of the eastern counties

of the State, south of the middle line

and

front-

ing upon the Wabash River; area, 510 square
miles, and population (1900), 24,033; named for
Col. George Rogers Clark.
Its organization was
effected in 1819. Among the earliest pioneers

were John

Abraham Washburn, James

Bartlett,

Whitlock, James B. Anderson, Stephen Archer
and Uri Manly. The county-seat is Marshall, the
site of which was purchased from the Government in 1833 by Gov. Joseph Duncan and Col.
William B. Archer, the latter becoming sole proprietor in 1835, in which year the first log cabin
was built. The original county-seat was Darwin,
and the change to Marshall (in 1849) was made
only after a hard struggle. The soil of the
county is rich, and its agricultural products
varied, embracing corn (the chief staple), oats,
potatoes, winter wheat, butter, sorghum, honey,
maple sugar, wool and pork. Woolen, flouring
and lumber mills exist, but the manufacturing
interests are not extensive.
Among the prominent towns, besides Marshall and Darwin, are
Casey (population 844), Martinsville (779), West-

and York (294).
CLAY, Porter, clergyman and brother of the
celebrated Henry Clay, was born in Virginia,
field (510),

March, 1779; in early

life

removed

to

Kentucky,

studied law, and was, for a time, Auditor of
Public Accounts in that State; in 1815, was converted and gave himself to the Baptist ministry,
locating at

Jacksonville,

111.,

where he spent

most of

his

life.

and

in

a grain and fruit-growing region.

Died, in 1850.
CLAY CITY, a village of Clay County, on the
Baltimore & Ohio Southwestern Railroad, 12
miles west of Olney
has one newspaper, a bank,
;

is

Population

(1890),

612; (1900), 907; (1903), 1,020.

CLAY COUNTY,

situated in the southeastern
quarter of the State has an area of 470 square
It was
miles and a population (1900) of 19,553.
named for Henry Clay. The first claim in the
;

county was entered by a Mr. Elliot, in 1818, and
soon after settlers began to locate homes in the
county, although it was not organized until 1824.
During the same year the pioneer settlement of
Maysville was made the county-seat, but immigration continued inactive until 1837, when
many settlers arrived, headed by Judges Apperson and Hopkins and Messrs. Stanford and Lee,
who were soon followed by the families of Cochran, McCullom and Tender. The Little Wabash
River and a number of small tributaries drain
the county. A light-colored sandy loam constitutes the greater part of the soil, although "black
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prairie

date

Railroad
there.
but sufficient to accommo-

loam" appears here and

facilities are limited,

the

especially

Fruits,

requirements.

county's
are

cultivated.

successfully

apples,

Educational advantages are fair, although largely
confined to district schools and academies in
Louisville was made the countylarger towns.
seat in 1842, and, in 1890, had a population of
Xenia and Flora are the most important
637.
towns.

CLAYTON, a town in Adams County, on the
Wabash Railway, 28 miles east-northeast of
Quincy. A branch of the Wabash Railway extends from this point northwest to Carthage, 111.,
and Keokuk, Iowa, and another branch to
Quincy, 111. The industries include flour and feed
mills, machine and railroad repair shops, grain

and harness factories. It has a
bank, four churches, a high school, and a weekly

elevator, cigar

newspaper.

Population

CLEAYER, William,

(1890), 1,038; (1900), 996.

pioneer,

was born in LonCanada with his

don, England, in 1815; came to
parents in 1831, and to Chicago in 1834; engaged
in business as a chandler, later going into the
grocery trade in 1849, joined the gold-seekers in
California, and, six years afterwards, established
himself in the southern part of the present city
;

of Chicago, then called Cleaverville,

where he

served as Postmaster and managed a general
He was the owner of considerable real
store.
estate at one time in what is now a densely

populated part of the city of Chicago.
Chicago, Nov. 13, 1896.

CLEMENTS,

Isaac, ex-Congressman

ernor of Soldiers' and Sailors'

Home

Died in

107

In the latter part of 1898, he was
until 1893.
Superintendent of
appointed
the
Soldiers'
Orphans' Home, at Normal, but served only a
few months, when he accepted the position of
Governor of the new Soldiers' and Sailors' Home,
at Danville.

CLEVELAND, CINCINNATI, CHICAGO & ST.
LOUIS RAILWAY. The total length of this system

(1898) is 1,807.34 miles, of which 478.39 miles
are operated in Illinois. That portion of the main
line lying within the State extends from East St.

Louis, northeast to the Indiana State line, 181
miles.
The Company is also the lessee of the

&

Peoria
ates,

Eastern Railroad (132 miles), and oper-

in addition, other lines, as follows:

•

extending from Kankakee southeast to the
Indiana State line (34 miles) the Alton Branch,
from Wann Junction, on the main line, to Alton
Besides these, it enjoys with the Chi(4 miles).
cago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad, joint ownership of the Kankakee & Seneca Railroad, which
it operates.
The system is uniformly of standard
gauge, and about 280 miles are of double track.
It is laid with heavy steel rails (sixty-five, sixtyseven and eighty pounds), laid on white oak ties,
and is amply ballasted with broken stone and
gravel.
Extensive repair shops are located at
Mattoon. The total capital of the entire system
on June 30, 1898 including cajDital stock and
;

—

bonded and floating debt—was

and Gov-

at Danville,

was born in Franklin County, Ind., in 1837;
graduated from Asbury University, at Green111.,

having supported himself during
by teaching. After reading
law and being admitted to the bar at Greencastle,
he removed to Carbondale, 111., where he again
found it necessary to resort to teaching in order
In July, 1861, he enlisted
to purchase law-books.
in the Ninth Illinois Infantry, and was commissioned Second Lieutenant of Company G. He
was in the service for three years, was three
times wounded and twice promoted "for meritorious service."
In June, 1867, he was appointed Register in Bankruptcy, and from 1873
to 1875 was a Republican Representative in the
Forty-third Congress from the (then) Eighteenth
District.
He was also a member of the Republican State Convention of 1880.
In 1889, he
became Pension Agent for the District of Illinois,
by appointment of President Harrison, serving

The

Cairo Division, extending from Tilton, on the
line of the Wabash, 3 miles southwest of Danville, to Cairo (259 miles)
the Chicago Division,

earnings

$97,149,361.

The

the year were
§3,773,193, and the total expenditures in the State
The taxes paid the same year were
§3,611,437.
The history of this system, so far as
§124,196.
total

Illinois is

his college course

tion, in 1889, of

&

Illinois

for

concerned, begins with the consolidathe Cincinnati, Indianapolis, St.
Chicago, the Cleveland, Columbus, Cin-

castle, in 1859,

Louis

in

& Indianapolis, and the Indianapolis &
Louis Railway Companies. In 1890, certain
leased lines in Illinois (elsewhere mentioned)
were merged into the system. (For history of
the several divisions of this system, see St. Louis,
Alton & Terre Haute, Peoria & Eastern, Cairo
& Vincennes, and Kankakee & Seneca Railroads. )
CLIMATOLOGY. Extending, as it does, through
six degrees of latitude, Illinois affords a great
diversity of climate, as regards not only the
range of temperature, but also the amount of
rainfall.
In both particulars it exhibits several
points of contrast to States lying between the
same parallels of latitude, but nearer the AtlanThe same statement applies, as well, to all
tic.
cinnati

St.
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North Central and the Western States.
winds from the Gulf of Mexico come up
the Mississippi Valley, and impart to vegetation

CLINTON,

the

Warm

in the southern portion of the State, a stimulating influence which is not felt upon the seaboard.

On

the other hand, there is no great barrier to
the descent of the Arctic winds, which, in
winter, sweep down toward the Gulf, depressing
the temperature to a point lower than is customary nearer the seaboard on the same latitude.
Lake Michigan exerts no little influence upon the
climate of Chicago and other adjacent districts,
mitigating both summer heat and winter cold.

a comparison be instituted between Ottawa
and Boston the latter being one degree farther
north, but 570 feet nearer the sea-level the
springs and summers are found to be about five
degrees warmer, and the winters three degrees
In comparing the
colder, at the former point.
East and West in respect of rainfall, it is seen
that, in the former section, the same is pretty
equally distributed over the four seasons, while
in the latter, spring and summer may be called
the wet season, and autumn and winter the dry.
In the extreme West nearly three-fourths of the
yearly precipitation occurs during the growing
This is a climatic condition highly
season.
favorable to the growth of grasses, etc., but
detrimental to the growth of trees. Hence we
find luxuriant forests near the seaboard, and, in
the interior, grassy plains. Illinois occupies a
geographical position where these great climatic
changes begin to manifest themselves, and where
If

—

—

'the distinctive features of the prairie

apparent.

fully

The annual

first

become

precipitation

of

greatest in the southern part of the State,

rain

is

but,

owing

to the higher

temperature of that

section, the evaporation is also

more

rapid.

The

the rainfall in respect of seasons
south, a fact
which may account, in part at least, for the
increased area of woodlands in that region.
While Illinois lies within the zone of southwest
winds, their flow is affected by conditions somewhat abnormal. The northeast trades, after
entering the Gulf, are deflected by the mountains
of Mexico, becoming inward breezes in Texas,
southerly winds in the Lower Mississippi Valley,
and southwesterly as they enter the Upper
Valley. It is to this aerial current that the hot,
moist summers are attributable. The north and
northwest winds, which set in with the change
of the season, depress the temperature to a point
below that of the Atlantic slope, and are
attended with a diminished precipitation.
distribution
is

also

of,

more unequal toward the

the county-seat of

De Witt County,

situated 28 miles south of Bloomington, at inter-

section of the Springfield

and the Champaign-

Havana Divisions with the main line of the Illinois
Central Railroad lies ip a productive agricultural
has machine shops, flour and planing
mills, brick and tile works, water works, electric
lighting plant, piano-case factory, banks, three
newspapers, six churches, and two public schools.
Population (1890), 2,598; (1900), 4,452.
;

region;

CLINTON COUNTY,
portions of Washington,
ties,

and named

organized in 1824, from
Bond and Fayette Coun-

in honor of

De Witt

Clinton.

It

situated directly east of St. Louis, has an area
of 494 square miles, and a population (1900) of
is

19,824.
It is drained by the Kaskaskia River and
by Shoal, Crooked, Sugar and Beaver Creeks. Its

geological formation is similar to that of other
counties in the same section. Thick layers of
limestone lie near the surface, with coal seams

underlying the same at varying depths. The
is varied, being at some points black and
loamy and at others (under timber) decidedly
clayey. The timber has been mainly cut for fuel
because of the inherent difficulties attending
coal-mining. Two railroads cross the county
from east to west, but its trade is not important.
Agriculture is the chief occupation, corn, wheat
and oats being the staple products.
soil

CLOUD, Newton, clergyman and
was born

legislator,

North Carolina, in 1805, and, in 1827,
settled in the vicinity of Waverly, Morgan
County, 111., where he pursued the vocation of a
in

farmer, as well as a preacher of the Methodist

Church.

He

became prominent as a Demoand served in no less than nine

also

cratic politician,

sessions of the General Assembly,

besides the
Constitutional Convention of 1847, of which he
was chosen President. He was first elected
Representative in the Seventh Assembly (1830),

and afterwards served

in the House during the
the Ninth, Tenth, Eleventh, Thirteenth, Fifteenth and Twenty-seventh, and as
Senator in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth. He
was also Clerk of the House in 1844-45, and,
having been elected Representative two years
later, was chosen Speaker at the succeeding session.
Although not noted for any specially
aggressive qualities, his consistency of character
won for him general respect, while his frequent
elections to the Legislature prove him to have
been a man of large influence.

sessions of

CLOWRY,
born in 1838

;

Robert C, Telegraph Manager, was
entered the service of the Illinois

Mississippi Telegraph

Company

&

as a messenger
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boy at Joliet in 1852, became manager of the
Lockportsix months later, at Springfield
in 1853, and chief operator at St. Louis in 1854.
Between 1859 and '63, he held highly responsible
positions on various Western lines, but the latter
year was commissioned by President Lincoln
Captain and Assistant Quartermaster, and placed
in charge of United States military lines with
headquarters at Little Rock, Ark. was mustered
out in May, 1866, and immediately appointed
District Superintendent of Western Union lines
From that time his promotion
in the Southwest.
was steady and rapid. In 1875 he became
Assistant General Superintendent in 1878, Assistant General Superintendent of the Central Division at Chicago; in 1880, succeeded General
Stager as General Superintendent, and, in 1885,
was elected Director, member of the Executive Committee and Vice-President, his terrifrom the Atlantic to the
tory extending
office at

;

;

Pacific.

COAL AND COAL-MIMNG. Illinois contains
much the larger portion of what is known as the
covering an area of about
37,000 square miles, and underlying sixty counties, in but forty-five of which, however, operaThe
tions are conducted on a commercial scale.
Illinois field contains fifteen distinct seams.
Those available for commercial mining generally
lie at considerable depth and are reached by
The coals are all bituminous, and furnish
shafts.
central

coal

field,

an excellent steam-making

fuel.

factured to a limited extent in

La

Coke
Salle

is manuand some

of the southern counties, but elsewhere in the

State the coal does not yield a good marketable

Neither is it in any degree a good gas
although used in some localities for that
purpose, rather because of its abundance than on
account of its adaptability. It is thought that,
with the increase of cheap transportation facilities, Pittsburg coal will be brought into the State
in such quantities as eventually to exclude local
coal from the manufacture of gas.
In the report
of the Eleventh United States Census, the total
product of the Illinois coal mines was given as
12,104,272 tons, as against 6,115,377 tons reported
by the Tenth Census. The value of the output
was estimated at 811,735,203, or $0.97 per ton at

coke.
coal,

total number of mines was
and the number of tons mined
was nearly equal to the combined yield of the
mines of Ohio and Indiana. The mines are
divided into two classes, technically known as
"regular" and "local." Of the former, there
•were 358, and of the latter, 714. These 358 regular

the

mines.

The

stated to be 1,072,
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mines employed 23,934 men and boys, of whom
worked below ground, besides an office
force of 389, and paid, in wages, $8,694,397. The
total capital invested in these 358 mines was
According to the report of the State
$17,630,351.
Bureau of Labor Statistics for 1898, 881 mines
were operated during the year, employing 35,026
men and producing 18,599,299 tons of coal, which
was 1,473,459 tons less than the preceding year
the reduction being due to the strike of 1897.
Five counties of the State produced more than
21,350

1,000,000 tons each,

order:

Sangamon,

Vermilion,

standing in the following

1,763,863; St. Clair, 1,600,752;

1,520,699;

Macoupin,

1,264,926;

La

Salle, 1,165,490.

COAL CITY, a town in Grundy County, on the
Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railway, 29 miles
by rail south-southwest of Joliet.
Large coal
mines are operated here, and the town is an important shipping point for their product. It has a
bank, a weekly newspaper and five churches.
Pop. (1890), 1,672; (1900), 2,607; (1903), about 3,000.
COBB, Emery, capitalist, was born
Tompkins County, N. Y., August 20,

at Dryden,
1831; at 16,

began the study of telegraphy at Ithaca, later
acted as operator on Western New York lines,
but, in 1852, became manager of the office at
Chicago, continuing until 1865, the various companies having meanwhile been consolidated into
the Western Union. He then made an extensive
tour of the world, and, although he had introduced the system of transmitting money by
telegraph, he declined all invitations to return to
the key-board. Having made large investments
in lands about Kankakee, where he now resides,
he has devoted much of his time to agriculture

and stock-raising; was also, for many years, a
member of the State Board of Agriculture, President of the Short-Horn Breeders' Association,
and, for twenty years (1873-93), a member of the
Board of Trustees of the University of Illinois.

He

has done much to improve the city of his
adoption by the erection of buildings, the construction

of

electric

street-car

lines

and the

promotion of manufactures.

COBB,

Silas B., pioneer and real-estate operawas born at Montpelier, Vt., Jan. 23, 1812;
came to Chicago in 1833 on a schooner from Buf-

tor,

the voyage occupying over a month. Being
without means, he engaged as a carpenter upon a
building which James Kinzie, the Indian trader,
was erecting later he erected a building of his
own in which he started a harness-shop, which
he conducted successfully for a number of years.
He has since been connected with a number

falo,

;
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a public character,
including banks, street and steam railways, but
his largest successes have been achieved in the line
of improved real estate, of which he is an extensive owner.
He is also one of the liberal benefactors of the University of Chicago, "Cobb
Lecture Hall," on the campus of that institution,
being the result of a contribution of his amounting to §150,000. Died in Chicago, April 5, 1900.
COBDE1Y, a village in Union County, on the
Illinois Central Railroad, 42 miles north of Cairo
and 15 miles south of Carbondale. Fruits and
vegetables are extensively cultivated and shipped
to northern markets. This region is well timbered, and Cobden has two box factories employing a considerable number of men
also has
several churches, schools and two weekly papers.
Population (1890), 994; (1900,) 1,034.
COCHRAN, William Granville, legislator and
jurist, was born in Ross County, Ohio, Nov. 13,
1844; brought to Moultrie County, 111., in 1849,
and, at the age of 17, enlisted in the One Hundred
and Twenty -sixth Regiment Illinois Volunteers,
serving in the War of the Rebellion three years
as a private. Returning home from the war, he
resumed life as a farmer, but early in 1873 began
merchandising at Lovington, continuing this
business three years, when he began the study of
law; in 1879, was admitted to the bar, and has
since been in active practice. In 1888 he was
elected to the lower house of the General
Assembly, was an unsuccessful candidate for the
Senate in 1890, but was re-elected to the House
At the special session
in 1894, and again in 1896.
of 1890, he was chosen Speaker, and was similarly
honored in 1895. He is an excellent parliamentarian, clear-headed and just in his rulings, and
an able debater. In June, 1897, he was elected
for a six years' term to the Circuit bench.
He is
also one of the Trustees of the Soldiers' Orphans'
of business enterprises of

;

!

!!:)

I

.

Home

at

Normal.

CODDING, Ichabod, clergyman and

anti-

was born at Bristol, N. Y., in
the age of 17 he was a popular temper-

slavery lecturer,
181 1

;

at

ance lecturer; while a student at Middlebury,
Vt., began to lecture in opposition to slavery;
after leaving college served five years as agent
and lecturer of the Anti-Slavery Society; was
often exposed to mob violence, but always retaining his self-control, succeeded in escaping
serious injury. In 1842 he entered the Congrega-

and held pastorates at Princeton,
Lockport, Joliet and elsewhere; between 1854
and '58, lectured extensively through Illinois on
the Kansas-Nebraska issue, and was a power in

tional ministry

the organization of the Republican party. Died
at Baraboo, Wis., June 17, 1866.
CODY, Hiram Hitchcock, lawyer and Judge;
born in Oneida'County, N. Y., June 11, 1824; was
partially educated at Hamilton College, and, in
1843, came with his father to Kendall County,
111.
In 1847, he removed to Naperville, where
for six years he served as Clerk of the County
Commissioners' Court. In 1851 he was admitted
to the bar; in 1861, was elected County Judge
with practical unanimity served as a member of
the Constitutional Convention of 1869-70, and,
,

was elected Judge

in 1874,

cial Circuit.

of the Twelfth JudiHis residence (1896) was at Pasa-

dena, Cal.

COLCHESTER, a city of McDonough County,
on the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad,
midway between Galesburg and Quincy is the
center of a rich farming and an extensive coalmining region, producing more than 100,000 tons
;

of coal annually.

A

superior quality of potter's

mined and shipped extensively to
other points. The city has brick and drain-tile
works, a bank, four churches, two public schools
and two weekly papers.
Population (1890),
clay

also

is

1,643; (1900), 1,635.

COLES, Edward, the second Governor of the
State of Illinois, born in Albemarle County, Va.,
Dec. 15, 1786, the son of a wealthy planter, who
had been a Colonel in the Revolutionary War
was educated at Hampden-Sidney and William
and Mary Colleges, but compelled to leave before
graduation by an accident which interrupted his
studies in 1809, became the private secretary of
President Madison, remaining six years, after
which he made a trip to Russia as a special messenger by appointment of the President. He
early manifested an interest in the emancipation
;

In 1815 he made his
tour through the Northwest Territory, going
as far west as St. Louis, returning three years
of the slaves of Virginia.
first

later

and

visiting Kaskaskia while the Constitu-

was in session. In
April of the following year he set out from his
Virginia home, accompanied by his slaves, for
Illinois, traveling by wagons to Brownsville, Pa.
where, taking flat-boats, he descended the river
with his goods and servants to a point below
tional Convention of 1818

Louisville, where they disembarked, journeying
overland to Edwardsville. While descending
the Ohio, he informed his slaves that they were
free, and, after arriving at their destination,
gave to each head of a family 160 acres of land.
This generous act was, in after years, made the
ground for bitter persecution by his enemies. At
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Edwardsville be entered upon the duties of
Register of the Land Office, to which lie had
In 1822
been appointed by President Monroe.
he became the candidate for Governor of those
opposed to removing the restriction in the State
Constitution against the introduction of slavery,
and, although a majority of the voters then
favored the measure, he was elected by a small
plurality over his highest competitor in consequence of a division of the opposition vote
The Legislature
between three candidates.
chosen at the same time submitted to the people
a proposition for a State Convention to revise the
Constitution, which was rejected at the election
of 1824 by a majority of 1,668 in a total vote of
While Governor Coles had the efficient
11,612.
aid in opposition to the measure of such men as
Judge Samuel D. Lockwood, Congressman Daniel
Birkbeck, George Forquer,
P. Cook, Morris
Hooper Warren, George Churchill and others, he
was himself a most influential factor in protecting
Illinois from the blight of slavery, contributing

centrally located, and has a

Ill

number

of

handsome

public buildings, private residences and business
blocks.

in

was

It

1865;

in

laid out in 1831,

1000,

its

and incorporated
was 5,488.

population

Mattoon

is a railroad center, situated -some 130
miles east of St. Louis. It has a population of
9,622, and is an important shipping point for
grain and live-stock. Other principal towns are
Ashmore, Oakland and Lerna.
COLFAX, a village of McLean County, on the
Kankakee and Bloomington branch of the Illinois
Central Railroad, 23 miles northeast of BloomingFarming and stock-growing are the leading
ton.
industries; has two banks, one newspaper, three
elevators, and a coal mine.
Pop. (1900), 1,153.

COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS,
located at Chicago, and organized in 1881.

Its

term opened in September, 1882, in a building erected by the trustees at a cost of $60,000,
with a faculty embracing twenty-five professors,
with a sufficient corps of demonstrators, assist-

first

ants, etc.

The number

of matriculates

was

152.

among

term (§4,000) to that end.
In 1825 it became his duty to welcome La FayRetiring from office in 1826, he
ette to Illinois.
continued to reside some years on his farm near
Edwardsville, and, in 1830, was a candidate for
Congress, but being a known opponent of General Jackson, was defeated by Joseph Duncan.
Previous to 1833, he removed to Philadelphia,
where he married during the following year, and

The

continued to reside there until his death, July 7,
1868, having lived to see the total extinction of
(See Slavery and
slavery in the United States.

Illinois

Slave Laics.)

the incorporation of the "Union College of Illinois," in Randolph County, and the "Alton College of Illinois," at Upper Alton. The first
named was to be under the care of the Scotch
Covenanters, but was never founded. The
second was in the interest of the Baptists, but
the charter was not accepted. Both these acts
contained jealous and unfriendly restrictions,
notably one to the effect that no theological
department should be established and no pro-

his salary for his entire

COLES COUNTY, originally a part of Crawford
County, but organized in 1831, and named in
honor of Gov. Edward Coles— lies central to the
eastern portion of the State, and embraces 520
square miles, with a population (1900) of 34,146.
The Kaskaskia River (sometimes called the
Okaw) runs through the northwestern part of the
county, but the principal stream is the Embarras
(Embraw). The chief resource of the people is
agriculture, although the county lies within the
limits of the Illinois coal- belt.
To the north and
west are prairies, while timber abounds in the
southeast.
The largest crop is of corn, although
wheat, dairy products, potatoes, hay, tobacco,
sorghum, wool, etc. are also important products.
Broom-corn is extensively cultivated. Manufacturing is carried on to a fair extent, the output
embracing sawed lumber, carriages and wagons,
agricultural implements, tobacco and snuff, boots
and shoes, etc. Charleston, the county-seat, is
,

institution ranks

the leading medical
colleges of the West.
Its standard of qualifications, for both matriculates and graduates, is
equal to those of other first-class medical schools
throughout the country. The teaching faculty,
of late years, has consisted of

some twenty-five

who

are aided by an adequate corps of
assistants, demonstrators, etc.
professors,

COLLEGES, EARLY. The early

Legislatures of
unfriendliness toward
charters for institutions of

manifested no

colleges.

The

this character

first

little

were granted in

1833,

and were

for

fessor of theology employed as an instructor, nor
should any religious test be applied in the selection of trustees or the admission of pupils. The
friends of higher education, however, made common cause, and, in 1835, secured the passage of
an "omnibus bill" incorporating four private
colleges— the Alton the Illinois, at Jacksonville
the McKendree, at Lebanon, and the Jonesboro.
Similar restrictive provisions as to theological
teaching were incorporated in these charters, and
a limitation was placed upon the amount of
;
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owned by any institution, but
was more liberal than
Owing
of two years previous.

property to be

many

respects the law

in
its

to
predecessors
the absence of suitable preparatory schools, these
institutions were compelled to maintain preparatory departments under the tuition of the college
professors.
The college last named above ( Jonesboro) was to have been founded by the Christian
denomination, but was never organized. The
three remaining ones stand, in the order of their
formation, McKendree, Illinois, Alton (afterward
in the order of graduating initial
Shurtleff )
Illinois,
McKendree, Shurtleff. Preclasses
paratory instruction began to be given in Illinois
College in 1829, and a class was organized in the
The Legislature
•collegiate department in 1831.
of 1835 also incorporated the Jacksonville Female
Academy, the first school for girls chartered in
;

—

the State. From this time forward colleges and
academies were incorporated in rapid succession,
many of them at places whose names have long
:since disappeared from the map of the State.
It
was at this time that there developed a strong
party in favor of founding what were termed,
rather euphemistically, "Manual Labor Colleges." It was believed that the time which a
student might be able to "redeem" from study,
•could be so profitably employed at farm or shop-

work

as to enable

him

to earn his

own

livelihood.

Acting upon this theory, the Legislature of 1835
granted charters to the "Franklin Manual Labor
College," to be located in either Cook or La Salle
County; to the "Burnt Prairie Manual Labor
Seminary," in White County, and the "Chatham
Manual Labor School," at Lick Prairie, Sangamon County. University powers were conferred
upon the institution last named, and its charter

somewhat extraordinary provision that any sect might establish a professorIn 1837 six more
ship of theology therein.
•colleges were incorporated, only one of which
(Knox) was successfully organized.
By 1840,
better and broader views of education had
developed, and the Legislature of 1841 repealed
also contained the

prohibition of the establishing of theological
departments, as well as the restrictions previously
imposed upon the amount and value of property
to be owned by private educational institutions.
The whole number of colleges and seminaries
incorporated under the State law (1896) is fortyall

three.

(See also Illinois College,

Knox

College,

Lake Forest University, McKendree College, Monmouth College, Jacksonville Female Seminary,
Monticello Female Seminary, Northwestern University, Shurtleff College.

!

)

COLLIER, Robert
in Salisbury, Md.,

Laird, clergyman, was

August

7,

bom

1837; graduated at

Boston University, 1858; soon after became an
itinerant Methodist minister, but, in 1866, united

with the Unitarian Church and

officiated

pastor of churches in Chicago, Boston
sas City, besides

supplying pulpits

as

and Kan-

in various

England (1880-85). In 1885, he was
appointed United States Consul at Leipsic, but
cities

in

later served as a special commissioner of the
Johns Hopkins University in the collection of

meanwhile gaining a
wide reputation as a lecturer and magazine
writer.
His published works include: "EveryDay Subjects in Sunday Sermons" (1869) and
"Meditations on the Essence of Christianity"
Died near his birthplace, July 27, 1890.
(1876).
COLLINS, Frederick, manufacturer, was born
He was the youngin Connecticut, Feb. 24, 1804.
est of five brothers who came with their parents
from Litchfield, Conn to Illinois, in 1822, and
labor statistics in Europe,

,

settled in the
ville

— in

County.

the

town

of Unionville

southwestern

— now

part

of

They were enterprising and

Collins-

Madison
public-

men, who

engaged, quite
extensively for the time, in various branches of
manufacture, including flour and whisky. This
was an era of progress and development, and
becoming convinced of the injurious character
of the latter branch of their business, it was
promptly abandoned. The subject of tbis sketch
was later associated with his brother Michael in
the pork-packing and grain business at Naples,
the early Illinois River terminus of the Sangamon
& Morgan (now Wabash) Railroad, but finally
located at Quincy in 1851, where he was engaged
spirited

business

manufacturing business for many years. He
of high business probity and religious
principle, as well as a determined opponent of the
institution of slavery, as shown by the fact that
he was once subjected by his neighbors to the
in

was a man

intended indignity of being hung in effigy for the
crime of assisting a fugitive female slave on the
road to freedom. In a speech made in 1834, in
commemoration of the act of emancipation in the
West Indies, he gave utterance to the following
prediction
"Methinks the time is not far distant
when our own country will celebrate a day of
emancipation within her own borders, and consistent songs of freedom shall indeed ring
throughout the length and breadth of the land."
He lived to see this prophecy fulfilled, dying at
Quincy, in 1878. Mr. Collins was the candidate of
the Liberty Men of Illinois for Lieutenant-Governor in 1842.
:
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COLLINS, James

H., lawyer

and

jurist,

was

born in Cambridge, Washington County, N. Y.,
but taken in early life to Vernon, Oneida County,
where he grew to manhood. After spending a
couple of years in an academy, at the age of 18
he began the study of law, was admitted to the
bar in 1824, and as a counsellor and solicitor in
1827, coming to Chicago in the fall of 1833, making a part of the journey by the first stage-coach

from Detroit to the present Western metropolis.
After arriving in Illinois, he spent some time in
exploration of the surrounding country, but
returning to Chicago in 1834, he entered into
partnership with Judge John D. Caton, who had
been his preceptor in New York, still later being
a partner of Justin Butterfield under the firm

name

of

Butterfield

&

He was conlaw and gained

Collins.

sidered an eminent authority in

an extensive practice, being regarded as especially strong in chancery cases as well as an able
Politically, he was an uncompromising
pleader.
anti-slavery man, and often aided runaway
slaves in securing their liberty or defended others
who did so. He was also one of the original
promoters of the old Galena & Chicago Union
Railroad and one of its first Board of Directors.
Died, suddenly of cholera, while attending court

at Ottawa, in 1854.

COLLINS, Loren C,
sor,

Conn., August

1,

jurist,

1848;

was born

at

Wind-

at the age of

18

accompanied his family to Illinois, and was
educated at the Northwestern University. He
read law, was admitted to the bar, and soon
built up a remunerative practice.
He was
elected to the Legislature in 1878, and through
his ability as a debater and a parliamentarian,
soon became one of the leaders of his party on
the floor of the lower house. He wT as re-elected
in 1880 and 1882, and, in 1883, was chosen Speaker
of
General Assembly. In
the Thirty -third
December, 1884, he was appointed a Judge of the
Circuit Court of Cook County, to fill the vacancy
created by the resignation of Judge Barnum, was
elected to succeed himself in 1885, and re-elected
in 1891, but resigned in 1894, since that time
devoting his attention to regular practice in the
city of Chicago.
COLLINS, William H., retired manufacturer,
born at Collinsville, 111., March 20, 1831; was

educated in the common schools and at Illinois
College, later taking a course in literature,
philosophy and theology at Yale College served
as pastor of a Congregational church at La Salle
several years in 1858, became editor and proprietor of "The Jacksonville Journal," which he
;

;
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conducted some four years. The Civil War having begun, he then accepted the chaplaincy of
the Tenth Regiment Illinois Volunteers, but
resigning in 1863, organized a company of the
One Hundred and Fourth Volunteers, of which
he was chosen Captain, participating in the

Chickamauga, Lookout Mountain and

battles of

Missionary Ridge. Later he served on the staff
of Gen. John M. Palmer and at Fourteenth Army
Corps headquarters, until after the fall of

Then resigning, in November, 1864, he
was appointed by Secretary Stanton ProvostAtlanta.

Marshal for the Twelfth District of Illinois, continuing in this service until the close of 1865,
when he engaged in the manufacturing business
as head of the Collins Plow Company at Quincy.
This business he conducted successfully some
twenty-five years, when he retired. Mr. Collins
has served as Alderman and Mayor, ad interim,
of the city of Quincy
Representative in the
Thirty-fourth and Thirty-fifth General Assemblies during the latter being chosen to deliver
the eulogy on Gen. John A. Logan was a prominent candidate for the nomination for Lieutenant
Governor in 1888, and the same year Republican
candidate for Congress in the Quincy District;
in 1894, was the Republican nominee for State
Senator in Adams County, and, though a Republican, has been twice elected Supervisor in a
strongly Democratic city.
COLLINSVILLE, a city on the southern border
of Madison County, 13 miles (by rail) east-northeast of St. Louis, on the "Vandalia Line" (T. H.
& I. Ry.), about 11 miles south of Edwardsville.
The place was originally settled in 1817 by four
brothers named Collins from Litchfield, Conn.,
who established a tan-yard and erected an ox-mill
for grinding corn and wheat and sawing lumber
The town was platted by surviving members of
Coal-mining is the principal
this family in 1836.
industry, and one or two mines are operated
within the corporate limits. The city has zinc
works, as well as flour mills and brick and tile
factories, two building and loan associations, a
lead smelter, stock bell factory, electric street
railways, seven churches, two banks, a high
school, and a newspaper office.
Population
;

—

;

(1890), 3,498; (1900), 4,021; (1903, est.), 7,500.

COLLYER, Robert, clergyman, was born at
Keighly, Yorkshire, England, Dec. 8, 1823; left
school at eight years of age to earn his living in
a factory at fourteen was apprenticed to a blacksmith and learned the trade of a hammer-maker.
His only opportunity of acquiring an education
during this period, apart from private study, was
;
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which he attended two winters.
In 1849 he became a local Methodist preacher,
came to the United States the next year, settling
in Pennsylvania, where he pursued his trade,
preaching on Sundays. His views on the atonement having gradually been changed towards
Unitarianism, his license to preach was revoked
by the conference, and, in 18.59, he united with
the Unitarian Church, having already won a
wide reputation as an eloquent public speaker.
Coming to Chicago, he began work as a missionary, and, in 1860, organized the Unity Church,
beginning with seven members, though it has
since become one of the strongest and most influIn 1879 he accepted
ential churches in the city.
a call to a church in New York City, where he
Of strong anti-slavery views and
still remains.
a zealous Unionist, he served during a part of the
Civil War as a camp inspector for the Sanitary
Commission. Since the war he has repeatedly
visited England, and has exerted a wide influence
as a lecturer and pulpit orator on both sides of
the Atlantic. He is the author of a number of
volumes, including "Nature and Life" (1866)
"A Man in Earnest: Life of A. H. Conant" (1868);
"A History of the Town and Parish of likely"
(1886), and "Lectures to Young Men and Women"
in a night-school,

(1886).

COLTON, Chauncey

Sill, pioneer,

was born

at

Springfield, Pa., Sept. 21, 1800; taken to Massachusetts in childhood

and educated at Monson in that

State, afterwards residing for

many

years, dur-

ing his manhood, at Monson, Maine. He came to
Illinois in 1836, locating on the site of the present
city of Galesburg, where he built the first store
and dwelling house; continued in general merchandise some seventeen or eighteen years, meanwhile associating his sons with him in business
under the firm name of C. S. Colton & Sons. Mr.
Colton was associated with the construction of
the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad from
the beginning, becoming one of the Directors of
the Company; was also a Director of the First
National Bank of Galesburg, the first organizer
and first President of the Farmers' and Mechanics' Bank of that city, and one of the Trustees of
Knox College. Died in Galesburg, July 27, 1885.
Francis (Colton), son of the preceding; born
at Monson, Maine, May 24, 1834, came to Galesburg with his father's family in 1836, and was
educated at Knox College, graduating in 1855,
and receiving the degree of A.M. in 1858. After
graduation, he was in partnership with his father
some seven years, also served as Vice-President
of the First National Bank of Galesburg, and, in

—

1866, was appointed by President Johnson United'
States Consul at Venice, remaining there, until
1869.
The latter year he became the General
Passenger Agent of the Union Pacific Railroad,
continuing in that position until 1871, meantime
visiting China, Japan and India, and establishing,
agencies for the Union and Central Pacific Railways in various countries of Europe. In 1872 hesucceeded his father as President of the Farmers'
and Mechanics' Bank of Galesburg, but retired in.
1884, and the same year removed to Washington,
D. C. where he has since resided. Mr. Colton isa large land owner in some of the Western States,
especially Kansas and Nebraska.
COLUMBIA, a town of Monroe County, on
Mobile & Ohio Railroad, 15 miles south of St.
Louis; has a machine shop, large flour mill,
brewery, five cigar factories, electric light plant,
telephone system, stone quarry, five churches,,
,

and public

school.

Pop. (1900), 1,197; (1903), 1,205.

COMPANY OF THE WEST, THE, a company
formed in France, in August, 1717, to develop'
the resources of "New France," in which the
"Illinois Country" was at that time included.
At the head of the company was the celebrated
John Law, and to him and his associates the
French monarch granted extraordinary powers,
both governmental and commercial.. They were
given the exclusive right to refine the precious
metals, as well as a monopoly in the trade in
tobacco and slaves. Later, the company became
known as the Indies, or East Indies, Company,
owing to the king having granted them concessions to trade with the East Indies and China.
On Sept. 27, 1717, the Royal Council of France
declared that the Illinois Country should form a
part of the Province of Louisiana and, under the
;

shrewd management of Law and his associates,
immigration soon increased, as many as 800
settlers arriving in a single year.
The directors
of the company, in the exercise of their governmental powers, appointed Pierre Duque de Boisbriant Governor of the Illinois District. He
proceeded to Kaskaskia, and, within a few miles
of that settlement, erected Fort Chartres.
(See
Fort Chartres. ) The policy of the Indies Company
was energetic, and, in the main, wise. Grants of

commons were made to various French villages,
and Cahokia and Kaskaskia steadily grew in size
and population. Permanent settlers were given
grants of land and agriculture was encouraged.
These grants (which were allodial in their character) covered nearly all the lands in that part of

the American Bottom, lying between the Mississippi and the Kaskaskia Rivers.
Many grantees
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held their lands in one great common field, each
proprietor contributing, pro rata, to the maintenance of a surrounding fence. In 1721 the Indies
Company divided the Province of Louisiana into

nine civil and military districts. That of Illinois
was numerically the Seventh, and included not
only the southern half of the existing State, but
also an immense tract west of the Mississippi,
extending to the Rocky Mountains, and embracing the present States of Missouri, Kansas, Iowa
and Nebraska, besides portions of Arkansas and
Colorado. The Commandant, with his secretary
and the Company's Commissary, formed the
In
District Council, the civil law being in force.
1732, the Indies

Company surrendered

its

charter,

and thereafter, the Governors of Illinois were
appointed directly by the French crown.
CONCORDIA SEMINARY, an institution located at Springfield, founded in 1879 the successor of an earlier institution under the name of
Theological, scientific and
Illinois University.
preparatory departments are maintained, although there is no classical course. The institution is under control of the German Lutherans.
The institution reports §125,000 worth of real
property. The members of the Faculty (1898)
are five in number, and there were about 171
;

students in attendance.

CONDEE, Leander D., lawyer, was born in
Athens County, Ohio, Sept. 26, 1847; brought
by his parents to Coles County, 111. at the age of
seven years, and received his education in the
common schools and at St. Paul's Academy, Kankakee, taking a special course in Michigan State
University and graduating from the law department of the latter in 1868. He then began practice at Butler, Bates County, Mo., where he
,

served three years as City Attorney, but, in 1873,
returned to Illinois, locating in Hyde Park (now
a part of Chicago), where he served as City
Attorney for four consecutive terms before its
annexation to Chicago. In 1880, he was elected
as a Republican to the State Senate for the
Second Senatorial District, serving in the Thirtysecond and the Thirty-third General Assemblies.
In 1892, he was the Republican nominee for Judge
of the Superior Court of Cook County, but was
defeated with the National and the State tickets
of that year, since when he has given his attention to regular practice, maintaining a high rank

private in the One Hundred and Second Illinois
Volunteers, serving through the war and attaining the rank of Captain, besides being brevetted

Major for gallant service. Later, he graduated
from the Albany Law School and practiced for a
time in Galesburg, but, in 1868, removed to Iowa,
where he engaged in farming, stock-raising and
banking was twice elected County Treasurer of
;

Dallas County,

and,

in

1880,

Treasurer,

State

being re-elected in 1882; in 1886, was elected to
Congress from the Des Moines District, and twice
re-elected (1888 and '90), but before the close of
his last term was appointed by President Harrison Minister to Brazil, serving until 1893. In
1896, he served as Presidential Elector for the
State-at-large,
and, in 1897, was re-appointed
Minister to Brazil, but, in 1898, was transferred
He was sucto China, where (1899) he now is.
ceeded at Rio Janeiro by Charles Page Bryan of
Illinois.

CONGREGATIONALISTS, THE. Two

—

Congre-

gational ministers
Rev. S. J. Mills and Rev.
Daniel Smith visited Illinois in 1814, and spent

—

some time

and Shawneetown, but
Orleans without organizing any
churches. The first church was organized at
Mendon, Adams County, in 1833, followed by
others during the same year, at Naperville, Jacksonville and Quincy.
By 1836, the number had
increased to ten. Among the pioneer ministers
were Jabez Porter, who was also a teacher at
Quincy, in 1828, and Rev. Asa Turner, in 1830,
who became pastor of the first Quincy church,
followed later by Revs. Julian M. Sturtevant
(afterwards President of Illinois College), Truman M. Post, Edward Beecher and Horatio Foot.
Other Congregational ministers who came to t u e
State at an early day were Rev. Salmon Gridley,
who finally located at St. Louis; Rev. John M.
Ellis, who served as a missionary and was instrumental in founding Illinois College and the Jacksonville Female Seminary at Jacksonville; Revs.
left

for

at Kaskaskia

New

Thomas

Lippincott, Cyrus L. Watson, Theron
Baldwin, Elisha Jenney, William Kirby, the two
Lovejoys (Owen and Elijah P.), and many more
of whom, either temporarily or. permanently,
became associated with Presbyterian churches.
Although Illinois College was under the united
patronage of Presbyterians and Congregationalists, the leading spirits in its original establish-

in his profession.

ment were

CONGER, Edwin Hurd, lawyer and diplomatist, was born in Knox County, 111., March 7, 1843;

true of

graduated at Lombard University, Galesburg, in
1862, and immediately thereafter enlisted as a
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Congregationalists, and the

Knox

College at Galesburg.

same was

In 1835, at

Big Grove, in an unoccupied log-cabin, was
convened the first Congregational Council, known
in the denominational history of the State as

<
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tion for over thirty years as an original member
Other
of the Lincoln Monument Association.

ing 312 ministers, with 33, 126 members. During
that year the disbursements on account of charities and home extension, by the Illinois churches,
were nearly 81,000,000. The Chicago Theological
Seminary, at Chicago, is a Congregational school

at

of divinity, its property holdings being worth
nearly §700,000. "The Advance" (published at
Chicago) is the chief denominational organ.
(See also Religious Denominations. )

CONGRESSIONAL APPORTIONMENT.
Apportionment,

Congressional;

(See

also Represent-

CONKLING, James Cook,

lawyer, wa? born in
graduated at Princeton College in 1835, and, after studying law and
being admitted to the bar at Morristown, N. J. in

New York City,

Oct. 13, 1816

;

,

Here his first
business partner was Cyrus Walker, an eminent
and widely known lawyer of his time, while at a
later period he was associated with Gen. James
Shields, afterwards a soldier of the Mexican War
and a United States Senator, at different times,
from three different States. As an original
Whig, Mr. Conkling early became associated
with Abraham Lincoln, whose intimate and
trusted friend he was through life. It was to
1838,

him

removed to

public positions held by him included those of
State Agent during the Civil War by appointment
of Governor Yates, Trustee of the State University

Champaign, and of Blackburn University at

Carlinville, as also that of

Postmaster of the city

which he was appointed in 1890,
continuing in office four years. High-minded
and honorable, of pure personal character and
strong religious convictions, public-spirited and
liberal, probably no man did more to promote
the growth and prosperity of the city of Springof Springfield, to

during the sixty years of his residence there,
he.
His death, as a result of old age,
occurred in that city, March 1, 1899. Clinton L.
(Conkling), son of the preceding, was born in
Springfield, Oct. 16, 1843; graduated at Yale
College in 1864, studied law with his father, and
was licensed to practice in the Illinois courts in
1866, and in the United States courts in 1867.
After practicing a few years, he turned his attention to manufacturing, but, in 1877, resumed
practice and has proved successful. He has
devoted much attention of late years to real
estate business, and has represented large land
interests in this and other States.
For many
years he was Secretary of the Lincoln Monument
Association, and has served on the Board of
County Supervisors, which is the only political
office he has held.
In 1897 he was the Republican nominee for Judge of the Springfield Circuit, but, although confessedly a man of the
highest probity and ability, was defeated in a
district overwhelmingly Democratic.
CONNOLLY, James Austin, lawyer and Congressman, was born in Newark, N. J., March 8,
1843; went with his parents to Ohio in 1850,
where, in 1858-59, he served as Assistant Clerk of
the State Senate studied law and was admitted
to the bar in that State in 1861, and soon after
removed to Illinois; the following year (1862) he
enlisted as a private soldier in the One Hundred
and Twenty-third Illinois Volunteers, but was
successively commissioned as Captain and Major,
retiring with the rank of brevet LieutenantColonel.
In 1872 he was elected Representative
field,

than

atives in Congress.

Springfield,

111.

that Mr. Lincoln addressed his celebrated
which, by his special request, Mr. Conk-

letter,

ling read before the great

Union mass-meeting

Springfield, held, Sept.

1863,

3,

now known

at

as the

"Lincoln-Conkling Letter." Mr. Conkling was
chosen Mayor of the city of Springfield in 1844,
and served in the lower branch of the Seventeenth and the Twenty-fifth General Assemblies
It was largely due to his tactful
(1851 and 1867).
management in the latter, that the first appropriation was made for the new State House, which
established the capital permanently in that city.
At the Bloomington Convention of 1856, where
the Republican party in Illinois may be said to
have been formally organized, with Mr. Lincoln
and three others, he represented Sangamon
County, served on the Committee on Resolutions,
and was appointed a member of the State Central
Committee which conducted the campaign of
that year. In 1860, and again in 1864, his name
was on the Republican State ticket for Presidential Elector, and, on both occasions, it became his
duty to cast the electoral vote of Mr. Lincoln's
own District for him for President. The intimacy
of personal friendship existing between him and

'

Mr. Lincoln was fittingly illustrated by his posi-

that of Fox River. Since then some twelve to
fifteen separate Associations have been organized.
By 1890, the development of the denomination
had been such that it had 280 churches, support-

;

from Coles County and
was United States District

in the State Legislature

re-elected in 1874;

Attorney for the Southern District of Illinois
from 1876 to 1885, and again from 1889 to 1893;
in 1886 was appointed and confirmed Solicitor of
the Treasury, but declined the office; the same
year ran as the Republican candidate for Con-
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gress in the Springfield (then the Thirteenth)
M. Springer, and
District in opposition to

people of Illinois Territory to organize a State

than 1,000 votes in a district
usually Democratic by 3,000 majority. He
declined a second nomination in 1888, but, in 1894,
was nominated for a third time (this time for the
Seventeenth District), and was elected, as he was
for a second term in 1896. He declined a renomination in 1898, returning to the practice of his pro-

duced, April 7, and became a law, April 18, following.
the people to frame a
It authorized
Constitution and organize a State Governmentapportioning tbe Delegates to be elected from
each of the fifteen counties into which the Ter-

fession at Springfield at the close of the Fifty-fifth

first

Wm.

was defeated by

less

Congress.

CONSTABLE, Charles H., lawyer, was born at
Chestertown, Md.,July 6, 1817; educated at Belle
Air Academy and the University of Virginia,
graduating from the latter in 1838. Then, having
studied law, he was admitted to the bar, came to
Illinois early in 1840, locating at Mount Carmel,
Wabash County, and, in 1844, was elected to the
State Senate for the district composed of Wabash,
Edwards and Wayne Counties, serving until 1848.

He

also served as a Delegate in the Constitutional

Convention of

1847.

Originally a Whig, on the

dissolution of that party in 1854, he became a
Democrat; in 1856, served as Presidential

on the Buchanan ticket and,
during the Civil War, was a pronounced opponent of the policy of the Government in dealing
with secession. Having removed to Marshall,
Clark County, in 1852, he continued the practice
of his profession there, but was elected Judge of
the Circuit Court in 1861, serving until his death,
which occurred, Oct. 9, 1865. While holding
court at Charleston, in March, 1863, Judge Constable was arrested because of his release of four
deserters from the army, and the holding to bail,
on the charge of kidnaping, of two Union officers
who had arrested them. He was subsequently
released by Judge Treat of the United States
District Court at Springfield, but the affair culminated in a riot at Charleston, on March 22, in
Elector-at-large

which four soldiers and three citizens were
outright, and eight persons were wounded.

CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTIONS.

killed

Illinois

has had four State Conventions called for the
purpose of formulating State Constitutions. Of
these, three— those of 1818, 1847 and 1869-70—
adopted Constitutions which went into effect,

while the instrument framed by the Convention
was rejected by the people. A synoptical
history of each will be found below
Convention of 1818. In January, 1818, the
Territorial
Legislature adopted a resolution
instructing the Delegate in Congress (Hon.
Nathaniel Pope) to present a petition to Congress
requesting the passage of an act authorizing the

of 1862

—

Government.

ritory

A

was then

bill

to this

divided,

effect

naming the

was

intro-

Monday

first

and the
August as the time for the meeting of the Convention. The act was conditioned
upon a census of the people of the Territory (to
be ordered by the Legislature), showing a population of not less than 40,000.
The census, as
taken, showed the required population, but, as
finally corrected, this was reduced to 34,620
being the smallest with which any State was ever
admitted into the Union. The election took
place on July 6, 1818, and the Convention assembled at Kaskaskia on August 3. It consisted of
thirty-three members.
Of these, a majority were
farmers of limited education, but with a fair

of July, following, as the day of election,

Monday

of

of hard common-sense. Five of the
Delegates were lawyers, and these undoubtedly
wielded a
controlling
influence.
B.
Jesse
Thomas (afterwards one of the first United
States Senators) presided, and Elias Kent Kane,
also a later Senator, was among the dominating
spirits.
It has been asserted that to the latter
should be ascribed whatever new matter was
incorporated in the instrument, it being copied
in most of its essential provisions from the Constitutions of Ohio, Kentucky and Indiana.
The

portion

its labors and adjourned,
the Constitution was submitted to
Congress by Delegate John McLean, without the
formality of ratification by the people, and Illinois was admitted into the Union as a State by
resolution of Congress, adopted Dec. 3, 1818.

Convention completed

August

26,

Convention of

1847.

—An attempt was made in

1822 to obtain a revision of the Constitution of
1818, the object of the chief promoters of the

movement being

to secure the incorporation of a
provision authorizing the admission of slavery
into Illinois.
The passage of a resolution, by the
necessary two-thirds vote of both Houses of the
General Assembly, submitting the proposition to
a vote of the people, was secured by the most
questionable methods, at the session of 1822, but
after a heated campaign of nearly two years, it
was rejected at the election of 1824. (See
Slavery and Slave Laws; also Coles, Edward.)
At the session of 1840-41, another resolution on
the subject was submitted to the people, but it

was rejected by the narrow margin

of

1,039
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Again, in 1845, the question was submitthe election of 1846, was approved.
The election of delegates occurred, April 19, 1847,
and the Convention met at Springfield, June 19,
votes.

ted, and, at

was composed

members,
ninety-two of whom were Democrats. The list
of Delegates embraced the names of many who
afterwards attained high distinction in public
affairs, and the body, as a whole, was representfollowing.

It

The

ative in character.

of 162

Bill of

Rights attached

was but little changed
in its successor, except by a few additions,
among which was a section disqualifying any
person who had been concerned in a duel from
holding office. The earlier Constitution, however, was carefully revised and several important
changes made. Among these may be mentioned
to the Constitution of 1818

the following: Limiting the elective franchise
for foreign-born citizens to those who had
become naturalized making the judiciary elective; requiring that all State officers be elected
by the people; changing the time of the election
;

and making him ineligible for
immediate re-election various curtailments of
the power of the Legislature; imposing a twomill tax for payment of the State debt, and proof the Executive,

;

viding for the establishment of a sinking fund.
The Constitution framed was adopted in convention, August 31, 1847; ratified by popular vote,
March 6, 1848, and went into effect, April 1, 1848.
Convention of 1862.
The proposition for
holding a third Constitutional Convention was
submitted to vote of the people by the Legislature
of 1859, endorsed at the election of 1860, and the
In
election of Delegates held in November, 1861.
the excitement attendant upon the early events
of the war, people paid comparatively little
attention to the choice of its members. It was
composed of forty-five Democrats, twenty-one
Republicans, seven "fusionists" and two classed
as doubtful. The Convention assembled at
Springfield on Jan. 7, 1862, and remained in ses-

—

sion until

March

24,

following.

respects a remarkable body.

It

was

in

many

The law providing

for its existence prescribed that the

members,

before proceeding to business, should take an
oath to support the State Constitution. This the
majority refused to do. Their conception of
their powers

was such that they

seriously deliber-

ated upon electing a United States Senator,
assumed to make appropriations from the State
treasury, claimed the right to interfere with
military affairs, and called upon the Governor
for information concerning claims of the Illinois
Central Railroad, which the Executive refused to

The instrument drafted proposed numerous important changes in the organic
law, and was generally regarded as objectionable.
lay before them.

was rejected at an election held, June 17, 1862,
by a majority of over 16,000 votes.
Convention of 1869-70. The second attempt
It

—

to revise the Constitution of

1848

resulted in

submission to the people, by the Legislature of
1867, of a proposition for a Convention, which was
approved at the election of 1868 by a bare majority of 704 votes.
The election of Delegates was
provided for at the next session (1869), the election held in November and the Convention
assembled at Springfield, Dec. 13. Charles
Hitchcock was chosen President, John Q. Harmon, Secretary, and Daniel Shepard and A. H.
Swain, First and Second Assistants. There were
eighty-five

members, of

whom

forty-four were

Republicans and forty-one Democrats, although
fifteen had been elected nominally as "Independents." It was an assemblage of some of the
ablest men of the State, including representatives
of all the learned professions except the clerical,
besides merchants, farmers, bankers and journalists.
Its work was completed May 13, 1S70, and
in the main good. Some of the principal changes
made in the fundamental law, as proposed by the
Convention, were the following: The prohibition of special legislation where a general law
may be made to cover the necessities of the case,
and the absolute prohibition of such legislation
in reference to divorces, lotteries and a score of
other matters; prohibition of the passage of any
law releasing any civil division (district, county,
city, township or town) from the payment of its

any State tax; recommendathe Legislature to enact laws upon

just proportion of

tions to

certain specified subjects, such as liberal homestead and exemption rights, the construction of

charges on railways
(which were declared to be public highways),
declaring all elevators and storehouses
etc., etc.
public warehouses, and providing for their legislative inspection and supervision.
The maintenance of an "efficient system of public schools"
was made obligatory upon the Legislature, and
the appropriation of any funds State, municipal,
drains, the regulation of

;

—

—

town or district to the support of
schools was prohibited. The principle

sectarian
of

cumu-

lative voting, or "minority representation," in

the choice of members of the House of Representwas provided for, and additional safeguards thrown around the passage of bills. The
ineligibility of the Governor to re-election for a
second consecutive term was set aside, and a
atives
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-two-thirds vote of the Legislature

made necessary

an executive veto. The list of State
officers was increased by the creation of the
offices of Attorney-General and Superintendent
of Public Instruction, these having been previously provided for only by statute. The Supreme
Court bench was increased by the addition of
four members, making the whole number of
Supreme Court judges seven; Appellate Courts
authorized after 1874, and County Courts were
made courts of record. The compensation of all
State officers executive, judicial and legislative
was left discretionary with the Legislature,
and no limit was placed upon the length of the
The instrusessions of the General Assembly.
ment drafted by the Convention was ratified at
an election held, July 6, 1870, and went into force,
August 8, following. Occasional amendments
have been submitted and ratified from time to
to override

—

—

time.

(See Constitutions, Elections

and Repre-

sentation: also Minority Representation.)

CONSTITUTIONS.
stitutions

Illinois

has had three con-

— that of 1870 being now (1898) in force.

earliest instrument was that approved by
Congress in 1818, and the first revision was made
in 1847 the Constitution having been ratified at
an election held, March 5, 1848, and going into
The term of State
force, April 1, following.
officers has been uniformly fixed at four years,
except that of Treasurer, which is two years.
Biennial elections and sessions of the General
Assembly are provided for, Senators holding their
seats for four years, and Representatives two
years.
The State is required to be apportioned
after each decennial census into fifty-one districts, each of which elects one Senator and three
Representatives. The principle of minority representation has been incorporated into the
organic law, each elector being allowed to cast as
many votes for one legislative candidate as there
are Representatives to be chosen in his district
or he may divide his vote equally among all the
three candidates or between two of them, as he
may see fit. One of the provisions of the Constitution of 1870 is the inhibition of the General
Assembly from passing private laws. Munici-

The

—

palities are classified,

and

legislation is for all

a class, not for an individual corporation.
Individual citizens with a financial grievance must secure payment of their claims under
the terms of some general appropriation. The
sessions of the Legislature are not limited as to
time, nor is there any restriction upon the power
of the Executive to summon extra sessions.
(See also Constitutional Conventions; Elections;
cities of

Governors and other State
System; Suffrage, Etc.)
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Officers;

Judicial

COOK, Burton C, lawyer and Congressman,
was born in Monroe County, N. Y., May 11, 1819;
completed his academic education at the Collegiate Institute in Rochester, and after studying
law, removed to Illinois (1835), locating first at

Hennepin and later at Ottawa. Here he began
the practice of his profession, and, in 1846, was
elected by the Legislature State's Attorney for
the Ninth Judicial District, serving two years,
when, in 1848, he was re-elected by the people
under the Constitution of that year, for four
years.
From 1852 to I860, he was State Senator,
taking part in the election which resulted in
making Lyman Trumbull United States Senator
In 1861 he served as one of the Peace
in 1855.
Commissioners from Illinois in the Conference
which met at Washington. He may be called
one of the founders of the Republican party in
this State, having been a member of the State
Central Committee appointed at Bloomington in
1856, and Chairman of the State Central Committee in 1862. In 1864, he was elected to Congress, and re-elected in 1866, '68 and '70, but
resigned in 1871 to accept the solicitorship of the
Northwestern Railroad, which he resigned in
1886.
He was an intimate friend of Abraham
Lincoln, serving as a delegate to both the National

Conventions which nominated him for the Presidency, and presenting his name at Baltimore in
1864.
His death occurred at Evanston, August
18, 1894.

COOK, Daniel Pope, early Congressman, was
born in Scott County, Ky., in 1795, removed to
Illinois and began the practice of law at Kaskaskia in 1815. Early in 1816, he became joint owner
and editor of "The Illinois Intelligencer,'' and at
the same time served as Auditor of Public
Accounts by appointment of Governor Edwards
the next year (1817) was sent by President Monroe as bearer of dispatches to John Quincy Adams,
then minister to London, and, on his return, was
appointed a Circuit Judge. On the admission of
the State he was elected the first AttorneyGeneral, but almost immediately resigned and,
in September, 1819, was elected to Congress, serving as Representative until 1827. Having married
a daughter of Governor Edwards, he became a
resident of Edwardsville. He was a conspicuous
opponent of the proposition to make Illinois a
slave State in 1823-24, and did much to prevent
the success of that scheme. He also bore a
prominent part while in Congress in securing the
donation of lands for the construction of the
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& Michigan Canal. He was distinguished

and it was during his first
Congressional campaign that stump-speaking was
Suffering from
introduced into the State.
for his eloquence,

consumption, he visited Cuba, and, after returning to his home at Edwardsville and failing to
improve, he went to Kentucky, where he died,
Oct. 16, 1827.— John (Cook), soldier, born at
Edwardsville, 111., June 12, 1825, the son of
Daniel P. Cook, the second Congressman from
Illinois, and grandson of Gov. Ninian Edwards,

was educated by private tutors and at Illinois
College; in 1855 was elected Mayor of Springfield
and the following year Sheriff of Sangamon
County, later serving as Quartermaster of the
Raising a company promptly after the
firing on Fort Sumter in 1861, he was commissioned Colonel of the Seventh Illinois Volunteers
the first regiment organized in Illinois under
the first call for troops by President Lincoln was
promoted Brigadier-General for gallantry at Fort
Donelson in March, 1862; in 1864 commanded the
District of Illinois, with headquarters at Springfield, being mustered out, August, 1865, with the
brevet rank of Major-General. General Cook was
elected to the lower house of the General Assembly from Sangamon County, in 1868. During
recent years his home has been in Michigan.
COOK COUNTY, situated in the northeastern
section of the State, bordering on Lake Michigan,
and being the most easterly of the second tier of
counties south of the Wisconsin State line. It
has an area of 890 square miles; population (1890),
1,191,922; (1900), 1,838,735; county-seat, Chicago.
The county was organized in 1831, having origiState.

—

;

Du Page, Will,
Lake, McHenry and Iroquois, in addition to its
present territorial limits. It was named in
honor of Daniel P. Cook, a distinguished Repre(See Cook,
sentative of Illinois in Congress.
Daniel P.) The first County Commissioners were
nally embraced the counties of

Gholson Kercheval and James
Walker, who took the oath of office before Justice
John S. C. Hogan, on March 8, 1831. William
Lee was appointed Clerk and Archibald Clybourne
Treasurer. Jedediah Wormley was first County

Samuel

Miller,

Surveyor, and three election districts (Chicago,
Du Page and Hickory Creek) were created. A
scow ferry was established across the South
Branch, with Mark Beaubien as ferryman. Only
non-residents were required to pay toll. Geologists are of the opinion that, previous to the
glacial epoch, a large portion of the county lay
under the waters of Lake Michigan, which was
connected with the Mississippi by the Des Plaines

This theory

borne out by the finding
and gravel in the eastern
and southern portions of the county, either underlying the prairies or assuming the form of ridges.
The latter, geologists maintain, indicate the existence of an ancient key, and they conclude that,
at one time, the level of the lake was nearly forty
feet higher than at present.
Glacial action is
believed to have been very effective in establishing surface conditions in this vicinity. Limestone and building stone are quarried in tolerable
abundance. Athens marble (white when taken
out, but growing a rich yellow through exposure)
is found in the southwest.
Isolated beds of peat
have also been found. The general surface is
level, although undulating in some portions. The
soil near the lake is sandy, but in the interior
becomes a black mold from one to four feet in
depth. Drainage is afforded by the Des Plaines,
Chicago and Calumet Rivers, which is now being
improved by the construction of the Drainage
Canal.
Manufactures and agriculture are the
principal industries outside of the city of Chicago.
(See also Chicago.)
River.

is

of stratified beds of coal

COOK COUNTY HOSPITAL,

located

in Chi-

cago and under control of the Commissioners of
Cook County. It was originally erected by the
City of Chicago, at a cost of 880,000, and was
intended to be used as a hospital for patients
suffering from infectious diseases. For several
years the building was unoccupied, but, in 1858,
it was leased by an association of physicians, who
opened a hospital, with the further purpose of

affording facilities for clinical instruction to the
students of Rush Medical College. In 1863 the
building was taken by the General Government
for military purposes, being used as an eye and
ear hospital for returning soldiers. In 1865 it
reverted to the City of Chicago, and, in 1866, was
purchased by Cook County. In 1874 the County

Commissioners purchased a new and more spaand began the erec-

cious site at a cost of §145,000,

The two principal
and occupied before the
close of 1875; the clinical amphitheater and
connecting corridors were built in 1876-77, and an
administrative building and two additional
pavilions were added in 1882-84. Up to that date
the total cost of the buildings had been 8719,574,
and later additions and improvements have
swelled the outlay to more than 81,000,000. It
accommodates about 800 patients and constitutes
a part of the county machinery for the care of
tion of buildings thereon.

pavilions were completed

A

certain number of beds are placed
the poor.
under the care of homeopathic physicians. The
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present (1896) allopathic medical staff consists of
fifteen physicians, fifteen surgeons, one oculist
and aurist and one pathologist the homeopathic
;

comprises five physicians and five surgeons.
In addition, there is a large corps of internes, or
house physicians and surgeons, composed of
recent graduates from the several medical colleges, who gain their positions through competitive examination and hold them for eighteen
staff

COOKE, Edward Dean, lawyer and

Congress-

man, born in Dubuque County, Iowa, Oct. 17,
1849; was educated in the common schools and
the high school of Dubuque studied law in that
city and at Columbian University, Washington,
D.C., graduating from that institution with the
degree of Bachelor of Laws, and was admitted to
;

the bar in Washington in 1873. Coming to Chicago the same year, he entered upon the practice

which he pursued for the
remainder of his life. In 1882 he was elected a
Representative in the State Legislature from
Cook County, serving one term was elected as a
his

and finally in the city of Quincy; in 1842 took a
prominent part in the campaign whicli resulted
in the election of Thomas Ford as Governor also
received from Governor Carlin an appointment as

—

Quartermaster-General of- the State. On the
accession of Governor French in December, 1846,

he was appointed Secretary of State and elected
same office under the Constitution of 1848,
dying before the expiration of his term, April 2,

to the
1850.

months.

of
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profession,

;

Republican to the Fifty-fourth Congress for the
Sixth District (Chicago), in 1894, and re-elected in
His death occurred suddenly while in
1896.
attendance on the extra session of Congress in
Washington, June 24, 1897.
COOLBAUGH, William Findlay, financier, was
born in Pike County, Pa., July 1, 1821; at the
age of 15 became clerk in a dry-goods store in
Philadelphia, but, in 1842, opened a branch
establishment of a New York firm at Burlington,
Iowa, where he afterwards engaged in the banking business, also serving in the Iowa State
Constitutional Convention, and, as the candidate
of his party for United States Senator, being
defeated by Hon. James Harlan by one vote. In
1862 he came to Chicago andopened the banking
house of W. F. Coolbaugh & Co., which, in 1865,
became the Union National Bank of Chicago.
Later he became the first President of the Chicago Clearing House, as also of the Bankers'
Association of the West and South, a Director of
the Board of Trade, and an original incorporator
of the Chamber of Commerce, besides being a
member of the State Constitutional Convention
His death by suicide, at the foot of
of 1869-70.
Douglas Monument, Nov. 14, 1877, was a shock to
the whole city of Chicago.
COOLEY, Horace S., Secretary of State, was
born in Hartford, Conn., in 1806, studied medicine for two years in early life, then went to Bangor, Maine, where he began the study of law in
1840 he came to Illinois, locating first at Rushville
;

CORBUS, (Dr.) J. C, physician, was born in
Holmes County, Ohio, in 1833, received his primary education in the public schools, followed
by an academic course, and began the study of
medicine at Millersburg, finally graduating from
the Western Reserve Medical College at Cleveland. In 1855 he began practice at Orville, Ohio,
but the same year located at Mendota, 111., soon
thereafter removing to Lee County, where he
remained until 1862. The latter year he was

appointed Assistant Surgeon of the Seventy-fifth
Illinois Volunteer Infantry, but was soon promoted to the position of Surgeon, though compelled to resign the following year on account of
ill health.
Returning from the army, he located
at Mendota. Dr. Corbus served continuously as a
member of the State Board of Public Charities
from 1873 until the accession of Governor Altgeld
to the Governorship in 1893, when he resigned.
He was also, for fifteen years, one of the Medical
Examiners for his District under the Pension
Bureau, and has served as a member of the
Republican State Central Committee for the
Mendota District. In 1897 he was complimented
by Governor Tanner by reappointment to the
State Board of Charities, and was made President
Early in 1899 he was appointed
of the Board.
Superintendent of the Eastern Hospital for the
Insane at Kankakee, as successor to Dr. William
G. Stearns.

CORNELL,

Paul, real-estate operator and capiwas born of English Quaker ancestry in
Washington County, N. Y., August 5, 1822; at 9
years of age removed with his step-father, Dr.
Barry, to Ohio, and five years later to Adams
County, 111. Here young Cornell lived the life of
a farmer, working part of the year to earn money
talist,

to send himself to school the

remainder; also
taught for a time, then entered the office of W. A.
Richardson, at Rushville, Schuyler County, as a
law student. In 1845 he came to Chicago, but
soon after became a student in the law office of
Wilson & Henderson at Joliet, and was admitted
to practice in that city. Removing to Chicago in
1847, he was associated, successively, with the late
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L.

C.

P.

Freer,

Messrs. Skinner

Judge James H. Collins and

& Hoyne

;

finally entered into

a

contract with Judge Skinner to perfect the title to
land held under tax-title within the
present limits of Hyde Park, which he succeeded
in doing by visiting the original owners, thereby
securing one-half of the property in his own
name. He thus became the founder of the village
of Hyde Park, meanwhile adding to his possessions other lands, which increased vastly in value.
He also established a watch factory at Cornell
(now a part of Chicago), which did a large business until removed to California. Mr. Cornell
was a member of the first Park Board, and therefoi e has the credit of assisting to organize Chicago's extensive park system.
COR WIN, Franklin, Congressman, was born at
Lebanon, Ohio, Jan. 12, 1818, and admitted to the
bar at the age of 21. While a resident of Ohio he
served in both Houses of the Legislature, and
•320 acres of

-

making his home at
Peru. He was a member of the lower house of
the Twenty-fourth, Twenty-fifth and Twentysixth General Assemblies, being Speaker in 1867,
and again in 1869. In 1872 he was elected to
settled in Illinois in 1857,

Congress as a Republican, but, in 1874, was
defeated by Alexander Campbell, who made the
race as an Independent. Died, at Peru, 111., June
15, 1879.

COUCH, James, pioneer
at Fort Edward, N. Y.,

was born
removed
the same State, where

hotel-keeper,

August

31, 1800;

Chautauqua County, in
he remained until his twentieth

to

year, receiving a

English education. After engaging succeswith indifferent success, as hotel-clerk,
stage-house keeper, lumber-dealer, and in the distilling business, in 1836, in company with his
younger brother, Ira, he visited Chicago. They
both decided to go into business there, first opening a small store, and later entering upon their
hotel ventures which proved so eminently successful, and gave the Tremont House of Chicago
Mr. Couch
so wide and enviable a reputation.
superintended for his brother Ira the erection, at
fair

sively, but

various times, of many large business blocks in
the city. Upon the death of his brother, in 1857,
he was made one of the trustees of his estate, and,
with other trustees, rebuilt the Tremont House
after the Chicago fire of 1871.
In April, 1892,
while boarding a street car in the central part of
the city of Chicago, he was run over by a truck,
receiving injuries which resulted in his death
the same day at the Tremont House, in the 92d
year of his age. Ira (Couch), younger brother of
.the preceding, was born in Saratoga County,

N. Y., Nov.

22, 1806.

was apprenticed

At the age

of sixteen

to a tailor, and, in 1826, set

in business on his

own

account.

he
up

In 1836, while

Chicago with his brother James, he
determined to go into business there. With a
stock of furnishing goods and tailors' supplies,
newly bought in New York, a small store was
visiting

This business soon disposed of, Mr.
Couch, with his brother, obtained a lease of the
old Tremont House, then a low frame building
kept as a saloon boarding house. Changed and
refurnished, this was opened as a hotel. It was
destroyed by fire in 1839, as was also tha larger
rebuilt structure in 1849.
A second time rebuilt,
and on a much larger and grander scale at a cost
of §75,000, surpassing anything the West had ever
known before, the Tremont House this time stood
until the Chicago fire in 1871, when it was again
destroyed. Mr. Couch at all times enjoyed an
immense patronage, and was able to accumulate
(for that time) a large fortune.
He purchased
and improved a large number of business blocks,
then within the business center of the city. In
1853 he retired from active business, and, in consequence of impaired health, chose for the rest of
his life to seek recreation in travel.
In the
winter of 1857, while with his family in
Havana, Cuba, he was taken with a fever which
soon ended his life. His remains now rest in a
mausoleum of masonry in Lincoln Park, Chiopened.

cago.

COULTERVILLE,a town of Randolph County,
& Chester and

at the crossing of the Centralia

the St. Louis & Paducah branch Illinois Central
Railways, 49 miles southeast of St. Louis. Farming and coal-mining are the leading industries.
The town has two banks, two creameries, and a
newspaper. Population (1890), 598; (1900), 650.
COUNTIES, UNORGANIZED. (See Unorganized Counties.)
COWDEN, a village of Shelby County, at the
intersection of the Baltimore & Ohio Southwestern and the Toledo, St. Louis & Western RailConways, 60 miles southeast of Springfield.
siderable coal is mined in the vicinity; has a
bank and a weekly paper.
Population (1880),
350; (1890), 702; (1900), 751.

COWLES, Alfred, newspaper manager, was
born in Portage County, Ohio, May 13, 1832, grew
up on a farm and, after spending some time at
Michigan University, entered the office of "The
Cleveland Leader" as a clerk; in 1855 accepted a
similar position on "The Chicago Tribune." which
had just been bought by Joseph Medill and
others, finally becoming a stockholder and busi-
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manager of the paper, so remaining until his
death in Chicago, Dec. 20, 1889.
COX, Thomas, pioneer, Senator in the First

ness

General Assembly of Illinois (1818-22) from Union
County, and a conspicuous figure in early State
history was a zealous advocate of the policy of
making Illinois a slave State became one of the
original proprietors and founders of the city of
Springfield, and was appointed the first Register
of the Land Office there, but was removed under
charges of misconduct after his retirement from
the Land Office, kept a hotel at Springfield. In
1836 he removed to Iowa (then a part of Wisconsin Territory), became a member of the first
Territorial Legislature there, was twice re-elected
and once Speaker of the House, being prominent
in 1840 as commander of the "Regulators" who
drove out a gang of murderers and desperadoes
;

;

;

who had
at

got possession at Bellevue, Iowa.

Died,

Maquoketa, Iowa, 1843.

COY, Irus, lawyer, was born in Chenango
County, N. Y., July 25, 1832; educated in the
common schools and at Central College, Cortland
County, N. Y., graduating in law at Albany in
1857.
Then, having removed to Illinois, he
located in Kendall County and began practice in
1868 was elected to the lower house of the General
Assembly and, in 1872, served as Presidential
Elector on the Republican ticket; removed to
Chicago in 1871, later serving as attorney of the
Union Stock Yards and Transit Company. Died,
in Chicago, Sept. 20, 1897.
CRAFTS, Clayton E., legislator and politician,
born at Auburn, Geauga County, Ohio, July 8,
1848 was educated at Hiram College and graduated from the Cleveland Law School in 1868,
coming to Chicago in 1869. Mr. Crafts served in
seven consecutive sessions of the General Assembly (1883-95, inclusive) as Representative from
Cook County, and was elected by the Democratic
majority as Speaker, in 1891, and again in '93.
CRAIG, Alfred M., jurist, was born in Edgar
County, 111., Jan. 15, 1831, graduated from Knox
College in 1853, and was admitted to the bar in
the following year, commencing practice at
Knoxville.
He held the offices of State's
Attorney and County Judge, and represented
Knox County in the Constitutional Convention
of 1869-70.
In 1873 he was elected to the bench
of the Supreme Court, as successor to Justice
C. B. Lawrence, and was re-elected in '82 and
'91
his present term expiring with the century.
He is a Democrat in politics, but has been
three times elected in a Republican judicial
;

;

;

district.
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CRAWFORD,

Charles H., lawyer and legislawas born in Bennington, Vt., but reared in
Bureau and La Salle Counties, 111. has practiced
law for twenty years in Chicago, and been three
times elected to the State Senate 1884, '88 and
'94 — and is author of the Crawford Primary Election Law, enacted in 1885.
tor,

;

—

CRAWFORD COUNTY, a southeastern county,
bordering on the Wabash, 190 miles nearly due
south of Chicago named for William H. Crawford, a Secretary of War.
It has an area of 452
square miles; population (1900), 19,240.
The
first settlers were the French, but later came
emigrants from New England. The soil is rich
and well adapted to the production of corn and
wheat, which are the principal crops. The
county was organized in 1817, Darwin being
the first county-seat.
The present county-seat
is Robinson, with a population (1890) of 1,387;
centrally located and the point of intersection of
two railroads. Other towns of importance are
Palestine (population, 734)andHutsonville (popuThe latter, as well as Robinson, is
lation, 582).
a grain-shipping point. The Embarras River
crosses the southwest portion of the county, and
receives the waters of Big and Honey Creeks and
Bushy Fork.
The county has no mineral
resources, but contains some valuable woodland
and many well cultivated farms. Tobacco,
potatoes, sorghum and wool are among the leading products.
CREAL SPRINGS, a village of Williamson
County, on the St. Louis, Alton & Terre Haute
Railroad has a bank and a weekly paper. Popu-

—

;

lation (1890), 539; (1900), 940.

CREBS, John M., ex-Congressman, was born in
Middleburg, Loudoun County, Va., April 7, 1830.
When he was but 7 years old his parents removed
to Illinois, where he ever after resided.
At the
age of 21 he began the study of law, and, in 1852,
was admitted to the bar, beginning practice in
White County. In 1862 he enlisted in the
Eighty-seventh Illinois Volunteers, receiving a
commission as Lieutenant-Colonel, participating
in all the important movements in the Mississippi
Valley, including the capture of Vicksburg, and
in the Arkansas campaign, a part of the time
commanding a brigade. Returning home, lie
resumed the practice of his profession. In 1866
he was an unsuccessful candidate for State
Superintendent of Public Instruction on the
Democratic ticket. He was elected to Congress
in 1868 and re-elected in 1870, and, in 1880, was a
delegate to the Democratic State Convention.
Died, June

26, 1890.

HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.

124

CRE1GJHTON, James A., jurist, was born in
White County, 111., March 7, 1846; in childhood
removed with his parents to Wayne County, and
was educated in the schools at Fairfield and at
the Southern Illinois College, Salem, graduating
from the latter in 1868. After teaching for a
time while studying law, he was admitted to the
bar in 1870, and opened an office at Fairfield, but,
in 1877, removed to Springfield. In 1885 he was
elected a Circuit Judge for the Springfield Circuit, was re-elected in 1891 and again in 1897.
CRERAR, John, manufacturer and philanthropist, was born of Scotch ancestry in New York
City, in 1837; at 18 years of age was an employe
of an iron-importing firm in that city, subsequently accepting a position with Morris K.
Jessup & Co. in the same line. Coming to
Chicago in 1862, in partnership with J. McGregor
Adams, he succeeded to the business of Jessup &
Co. in that city, also becoming a partner in the
,

,

Adams & Westlake Company, iron manufacturHe also became interested and an official in

ers.

various other business organizations, including
the Pullman Palace Car Company, the Chicago
& Alton Railroad, the Illinois Trust and Savings
Bank, and, for a time, was President of the Chi-

i

cago & Joliet Railroad, besides being identified
with various benevolent institutions and associations.
After the fire of 1871, he was intrusted
by the New York Chamber of Commerce with
the custody of funds sent for the relief of sufferers by that calamity.
His integrity and business
sagacity were universally recognized. After his
death, which occurred in Chicago, Oct. 19,
1889, it was found that, after making munificent
bequests to some twenty religious and benevolent
associations and enterprises, aggregating nearly
a

million

dollars,

he had

besides

liberal

legacies

to

the residue of his estate,
amounting to some §2,000,000, for the purpose of
founding a public library in the city of Chicago,
naming thirteen of his most intimate friends as
the first Board of Trustees. No more fitting and
relatives,

lasting

a

monument

left

of so noble

man could have been
CRETE, a village of

and public-spirited

devised.

Will County, on the ChiEastern Illinois Railroad, 30 miles south
of Chicago. Population (1890), 642; (1900), 760.
CROOK, George, soldier, was born near Dayton, Ohio, Sept. 8, 1828 graduated at the United
cago

&

;

Academy, West Point, in 1852, and
as brevet Second Lieutenant to the
Fourth Infantry, becoming full Second Lieuten-

States Military

was assigned

ant in 1853. In 1861 he entered the volunteer
service as Colonel of the Thirty-sixth Ohio Infan-

was promoted Brigadier-General in 1862 and
Major-General in 1864, being mustered out of the
During the war he
service, January, 1866.
participated in some of the most important
battles in West Virginia and Tennessee, fought at
Chickamauga and Antietam, and commanded
the cavalry in the advance on Richmond in the
spring of 1865. On being mustered out of the
volunteer service he returned to the regular
army, was appointed Lieutenant-Colonel of the
try

;

Twenty -third Infantry, and,

for several years,

was

engaged in campaigns against the hostile Indians
in the Northwest and in Arizona. In 1888 he
was appointed Major-General and, from that time

was in command of the Military
Division of the Missouri, with headquarters at
Chicago, where he died, March 19, 1890.

to his death,

CROSIAR, Simon,

pioneer,

was born near

of the last
century; removed to Ohio in 1815 and to Illinois

Pittsburg,

Pa.,

in the latter part

Cap au Gris, a French
on the Mississippi just above the mouth
of the Illinois in what is now Calhoun County
later lived at Peoria (1824), at Ottawa (1826), at
in 1819, settling first at
village

Shippingport near the present city of La Salle
(1829), and at Old Utica (1834); in the meanwhile built one or two mills on Cedar Creek in
La Salle County, kept a storage and commission
house, and, for a time, acted as Captain of a
steamboat plying on the Illinois. Died, in 1846.
CRYSTAL LAKE, a village in McHenry
County, at the intersection of two divisions of
the Chicago & Northwestern Railway, 43 miles
northwest of Chicago. Population (1880), 546;
(1890), 781; (1900), 950.

CUBA, a town in Fulton County, distant 38
miles west-southwest of Peoria, and about 8 miles
north of Lewistown. The entire region (including the town) is underlaid with a good quality of
bituminous coal, of which the late State Geologist
Worthen asserted that, in seven townships of
Fulton County, there are 9,000,000 tons to the
square mile, within 150 feet of the surface. Brick
and cigars are made here, and the town has two
banks, a newspaper, three churches and good
schools.
Population (1890), 1,114; (1900), 1,198;
(1903, school census), 1,400.

CULLEN, William, editor and Congressman,
born in the north of Ireland, March 4, 1826 while
yet a child was brought by his parents to Pittsburg, Pa., where he was educated in the public
schools.
At the age of 20 he removed to
La Salle County, 111, and began life as a farmer.
Later he took up his residence at Ottawa. He
has served as Sheriff of La Salle County, and held
;
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and was

other local

offices,

owner and

senior editor of

for

many

years a part

"The Ottawa Repub-

From 1881 to 1885, as a Republican, he
represented the Eighth Illinois District in Conlican."

gress.

CULLOM, Richard

Northcraft, farmer and
was born in the State of Maryland,
October 1, 1795, but early removed to Wayne
County, Ky., where he was married to Miss
Elizabeth Coffey, a native of North Carolina. In
1830 he removed to Illinois, settling near Washington, Tazewell County, where he continued to
reside during the remainder of his life. Although
a farmer by vocation, Mr. Cullom was a man of
prominence and a recognized leader in public
affairs.
In 1836 he was elected as a Whig Representative in the Tenth General Assembly, serving
in the same body with Abraham Lincoln, of
whom he was an intimate personal and political
friend.
In 1840 he was chosen a member of the
State Senate, serving in the Twelfth and Thirteenth General Assemblies, and, in 1852, was
legislator,

v

again elected to the House. Mr. Cullom's death
occurred in Tazewell County, Dec. 4, 1872, his
wife having died Dec. 5, 1868. Mr. and Mrs.
Cullom were the parents of Hon. Shelby M.
Cullom.
CULLOM, Shelby Moore, United States Senator, was born in Wayne County, Ky., Nov. 22,
1829.
His parents removed to Tazewell County,
111., in 1830, where his father became a member
of the Legislature and attained prominence as a
public man. After two years spent in Rock
River Seminary at Mount Morris, varied by some
experience as a teacher, in 1853 the subject of
this sketch went to Springfield to enter upon the
study of law in the office of Stuart & Edwards.
Being admitted to the bar two years afterward,
he was almost immediately elected City Attorney, and, in 1856, was a candidate on the Fillmore ticket for Presidential Elector, at the same
time being elected to the Twentieth General
Assembly for Sangamon County, as he was again,
as a Republican, in 1860, being supported alike by
the Fillmore men and the Free-Soilers. At the
session following the latter election, he was
chosen Speaker of the House, which was his first
important political recognition. In 1862 he was
appointed by President Lincoln a member of the
War Claims Commission at Cairo, serving in this
capacity with Governor Boutwell of Massachusetts and Charles A. Dana of New York.
He was
also a candidate for the State Senate the same
year, but then sustained his only defeat.
Two
years later (1864) he was a candidate for Con-
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former preceptor, Hon. John
being re-elected in 1866, and again in
1868, the latter year over B. S. Edwards.
He
was a delegate to the National Republican Convention of 1872, and, as Chairman of the Illinois
delegation, placed General Grant in nomination
for the Presidency, holding the same position
again in 1884 and in 1892; was elected to the Illinois House of Representatives in 1872 and in 1874,
being chosen Speaker a second time in 1873, as he
was the unanimous choice of his party for
Speaker again in 1875 in 1876 was elected Govgress, defeating his

T. Stuart,

;

ernor,

was

re-eiected in 1880, and, in 1883, elected

to the United States Senate as successor to Hon.

Having had two

David Davis.

re-elections since
serving his third term,
which will expire in 1901. In 1898, by special
appointment of President McKinley, Senator
Cullom served upon a Commission to investigate
the condition of the Hawaiian Islands and
report a plan of government for this new division
of the American Republic.
Other important
measures with which his name has been prominently identified have been the laws for the suppression of polygamy in Utah and for the creation
of the Inter-State Commerce Commission.
At
present he is Chairman of the Senate Committee

(1889

and

'95),

he

is

now

on Inter-State Commerce and a member of those
on Appropriations and Foreign Affairs. His
career has been' conspicuous for his long public
the large number of important offices

service,

which he has

held, the almost

unbroken uniform-

when

a candidate, and his complete exemption from scandals of every sort.
No
man in the history of the State has been more
frequently elected to the United States Senate,
and only three Senators Douglas, Trumbull and
Logan for an equal number of terms; though
only one of these (Senator Trumbull) lived to
serve out the full period
for which he was
ity of his success

—

—

elected.

CUMBERLAND COUNTY, situated in the
southeast quarter of the State, directly south of
Coles County, from which it was cut off in 1842.
Its area is 350 square miles, and population (1900),
16,124.
The county-seat was at Greenup until
1855, when it was transferred to Prairie City,
which was laid off in 1854 and incorporated as a
town in 1866. The present county-seat is at
Toledo (population, 1890, 676). The Embarras
River crosses the county, as do also three lines of
railroad.
Neoga, a mining town, has a population of 829. The county received its name from
the Cumberland Road, which, as originally pro
jected, passed through it.

HISTOKICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.

126

CUMMINS,

David, Bishop of the Rewas
Episcopal Church,
born near Smyrna, Del., Dec. 11, 1822; graduated at Dickinson College, Pa., in 1841, and
became a licentiate in the Methodist ministry,
the Episcopal
1846, took orders in
but, in
Church; afterwards held rectorships in Baltimore, Norfolk, Richmond and the Trinity
Episcopal Church of Chicago, in 1866 being consecrated Assistant Bishop of the Diocese of
Kentucky. As a recognized leader of the LowChurch or Evangelical party, he early took issue
with the ritualistic tendencies of the High-Church
party, and, having withdrawn from the Episcopal
Church in 1873, became the first Bishop of the
Reformed Episcopal organization. He was zealous, eloquent and conscientious, but overtaxed his
strength in his new field of labor, dying at LuthA memoir of Bishop
erville, Md., June 26, 1876.
Cummins, by his wife, was publishedin 1878.
CUMULATIVE VOTE. (See Minority Repre-

formed

(Rev.)
Protestant

sentation.)

CURTIS, Harvey, clergyman and educator, was
born in Adams, Jefferson County, N. Y. May 30,
1806; graduated at Middlebury College, Vt., in
1831, with the highest honors of his class; after
three years at Princeton Theological Seminary,
was ordained pastor of the Congregational
church at Brandon, Vt., in 1836. In 1841 he
accepted an appointment as agent of the Home
Missionary Society for Ohio and Indiana, between
,

1843
Ind.,

and 1858 holding pastorates at Madison,
and Chicago. In the latter year he was

chosen President of Knox College, at Galesburg,
dying there, Sept. 18, 1862.
CURTIS, William Elroy, journalist, was born
at Akron, Ohio, Nov. 5, 1850; graduated at
Western Reserve College in 1851, meanwhile
learning the art of typesetting; later served as a
reporter on "The Cleveland Leader" and, in 1872,
took a subordinate position on "The Chicago
Inter Ocean," finally rising to that of managingWhile on "The Inter Ocean'' he accomeditor.
panied General Custer in his campaign against
the Sioux, spent several months investigating
the "Ku-Klux" and "White League" organizations in the South, and, for some years, was "The
Inter Ocean" correspondent in
Washington.
Having retired from "The Inter Ocean," lie
became Secretary of the "Pan-American Congress" in Washington, and afterwards made the
tour of the United States with the South and
Central American representatives in that ConDuring the World's Columbian Exposition
gress.
in Chicago he had general supervision of the

Latin- American

historical

and

archaeological

Mr. Curtis has visited

nearly every
Central and South American country and has
written elaborately on these subjects for the
magazines and for publication in book form has
also published a "Life of Zachariah Chandler"'
and a "Diplomatic History of the United States
and Foreign Powers." For some time he was
exhibits.

;

managing

now

"The Chicago News" and is
Washington Correspondent of

editor of

(1898) the

"The Chicago Record."

CUSHMAN, (Col.) William H. W., financier
and manufacturer, was born at Freetown, Mass.,
May 13, 1813; educated at the American Literary,
Scientific and Military Academy, Norwich, Vt.
at 18 began a mercantile career at Middlebury,
and, in 1824, removed to La Salle County, 111.,
where he opened a country store, also built a mill
at Vermilionville later was identified with many
large
financial
enterprises which
generally
;

proved successful, thereby accumulating a fortune at one time estimated at 83,000,000. He was
elected as a Democrat to the Thirteenth and
Fourteenth General Assemblies (1842 and '44)
and, for several years, held a commission as
Captain of the Ottawa Cavalry (militia). The
Civil War coming on, he assisted in organizing
the Fifty-third Illinois Volunteers, and was commissioned its Colonel, but resigned Sept. 3, 1862.
He organized and was principal owner of the
Bank of Ottawa, which, in 1865, became the First
National Bank of that city; was the leading
spirit in the Hydraulic Company and the Gas
Company at Ottawa, built and operated the
Ottawa Machine Shops and Foundry, speculated
largely in lands in La Salle and Cook Counties
his operations in the latter being especially large
about Riverside, as well as in Chicago, was a
principal stockholder in the bank of Cushman & Hardin in Chicago, had large interests in
the lumber trade in Michigan, and was one of
the builders of the Chicago, Paducah & SouthThe Chicago fire of 1871,
western Railroad.
however, brought financial disaster upon him,
finally dissipated his fortune and deHis
stroyed his mental and physical health.
death occurred at Ottawa, Oct. 28, 1878.

which

DALE, Michael

lawyer, was born in Lanchildhood and youth in the
public schools of his native city, except one year
in West Chester Academy, when he entered
Pennsylvania College at Gettysburg, graduating
tbere in 1835. He then began the study of law
and was admitted to the bar in 1837; coming to
(x.,

caster, Pa., spent his
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the following year, he was retained in a

suit at Greenville,

employment
office

Bond County, which

in others,

and

finally to

was

In 1839 he

there.

led to his

opening an
Probate

elected

Judge of Bond County, remaining in office fourteen years, meanwhile being commissioned Major
of the State Militia in 1844, and serving as member of a Military Court at Alton in 1847 was also
the Delegate from Bond County to the State Constitutional Convention of 1847.
In 1853 he resigned the office of County Judge in Bond County
;

to accept that of Register of the

Land

office at

Edwardsville, where he continued to reside,

fill-

ing the office of County Judge in Madison County
five or six terms, besides occupying some subordinate positions. Judge Dale married a daughter
Died at Edwardsof Hon. William L. D. Ewing.
ville, April 1, 1895.
DALLAS CITY, a town of Hancock County, at
the intersection of the Atchison, Topeka & Santa
Fe and the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy RailIt has manroads, 16 miles south of Burlington.
ufactories of lumber, buttons, carriages and
wagons, and two weekly newspapers. Population (1880), 829

;

(1890), 747

;

DANENHOWER, John Wilson, Arctic explorer,
was born

in Chicago, Sept. 30, 1849

W. W. Danenhower,

a journalist.

Narrative of the Jeannette," published in 1882.
Died, at Annapolis, Md., April 20, 1887.
DAN VERS, a village of McLean County, on the
Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis
Railway. The section is agricultural. The town
has a bank and a newspaper. Population (1880),
460; (1890), 506; (1900), 607.

DANVILLE, the county-seat of Vermilion
County, on Vermilion River and on five important lines of railroad; in rich coal-mining
district and near large deposits of shale and
which are

soapstone,

utilized in

—

the son of
After passing

through the schools of Chicago and Washington,
he graduated from the United States Naval Academy at Annapolis in 1870, was successively commissioned as Ensign, Master and Lieutenant, and
served on expeditions in the North Pacific and in
the Mediterranean. In 1878 he joined the Arctic
steamer Jeannette at Havre, France, as second in
command under Lieut. George W. De Long pro;

ceeding to San Francisco in July, 1879, the
steamer entered the Arctic Ocean by way of
Behring Straits. Here, having been caught in an
ice-pack, the vessel was held twenty-two months,
Lieutenant Danenhower meanwhile being disabled most of the time by ophthalmia. The crew,
as last compelled to abandon the steamer, dragged
their boats over the ice for ninety-five days until
they were able to launch them in open water,
but were soon separated by a gale. The boat
commanded by Lieutenant Danenhower reached
the Lena Delta, on the north coast of Siberia,
where the crew were rescued by natives, landing
Sept. 17- 1881.
After an ineffectual search on
the delta for the crews of the other two boats,
Lieutenant Danenhower, with his crew, made
the journey of 6,000 miles to Orenburg, finally
arriving in the United States in June, 1882. He
has told the story of the expedition in "The

manufacture of
The city

sewer-pipe, paving and fire-clay brick.

has car-shops and numerous factories, waterworks, electric lights, paved streets, several
banks, twenty -seven churches, five graded schools
and one high school, and six newspapers, three
daily.

A

Home is located three miles
Pop. (1890), 11,491 (1900), 16,354.

Soldiers'

east of the city.

;

DANVILLE, OLNEY, & OHIO RIVER RAILROAD. (See Chicago & Ohio River Railroad.)
DANVILLE, URBANA, BLOOMINGTON &
PEKIN RAILROAD. (See Peoria & Eastern
Railroad.

D'ARTAIGUIETTE,

1900), 970.

127

French com
1736, having
been appointed by Bienville, then Governor of
Louisiana. He was distinguished for gallantry
and courage. He defeated the Natchez Indians,
but, in an unsuccessful expedition against the
Chickasaws, was wounded, captured and burned

mandant

of Illinois

Pierre, a

from 1734 to

at the stake.

DAVENPORT,

George,

soldier,

pioneer

and

trader, born in Lincolnshire, England, in 1783,

came

to this country in

1804,

and soon

aftei

enlisted in the United States army, with the ranl(

He

on various
where he obtained a
knowledge of the Indians which was afterward
of great value to him.
During the War of 1813
his regiment was sent East, where he participated in the defense of Fort Erie and in other
enterprises.
In 1815, his term of enlistment having expired and the war ended, he entered the
of

sergeant.

expeditions

served

gallantly

in the West,

service of the contract commissary.

He

selected

the site for Fort Armstrong and aided in planning
and supervising its construction. He cultivated
friendly relations with the surrounding tribes,
and, in 1818, built a double log house, married,
and engaged in business as a fur-trader, near the
site of the present city of Rock Island.
He had

the confidence and respect of the savages, was
successful and his trading posts were soon scattered through Illinois, Iowa and Wisconsin. In
1823 he piloted the first steamboat through the
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upper Mississippi, and, in 1825, was appointed the
first postmaster at Rock Island, being the onlywhite civilian resident there. In 1826 he united
his business with that of the American Fur Company, in whose service he remained. Although
he employed every effort to induce President
Jackson to make a payment to Black Hawk and
his followers to induce them to emigrate across
the Mississippi voluntarily, when that Chief
commenced hostilities, Mr. Davenport tendered
his services to Governor Reynolds, by whom he
was commissioned Quartermaster-General with
the rank of Colonel. Immigration increased
rapidly after the close of the Black Hawk War.
In 1835 a company, of which he was a member,
founded the town of Davenport, opposite Rock
In 1837
Island, which was named in his honor.
and '42 he was largely instrumental in negotiating treaties by which the Indians ceded their
lands in Iowa to the United States. In the
latter year he gave up the business of fur-trading,
having accumulated a fortune through hard
labor and scrupulous integrity, in the face often
of grave perils. He had large business interests in
nearly every town in his vicinity, to all of which
he gave more or less personal attention. On the
night of July 4, 1843, he was assassinated at his
home by robbers. For a long time the crime was
shrouded in mystery, but its perpetrators were
ultimately detected and brought to punishment.
DAVIS, David, jurist and United States
Senator, was born in Cecil County, Md., March
9, 1815; pursued his academic studies at Kenyon
College, Ohio, and studied law at Yale. He settled
at Bloomington, 111., in 1836, and, after practicing
law there until 1844, was elected to the lower house
of the Fourteenth General Assembly. After
serving in the Constitutional Convention of 1847,
he was elected Judge of the Eighth Judicial
Circuit under the new Constitution in 1848, being
He was a warm, perre-elected in 1855 and '61.
sonal friend of Abraham Lincoln, who, in 1862,
placed him upon the bench of the United States
Supreme Court. He resigned his high judicial
honors to become United States Senator in 1877
as successor to Logan's first term. On Oct. 13,
1881, he was elected President pro tem. of the
Senate, serving in this capacity to the end of his
term in 1885. He died at his home in Bloomington,

June

received

a

R., lawyer and Congressman,
Rivers, Mass. January 3, 1840
,

common

school

From

education,

and a

Seminary, Easthamp1862 to 1865 he served in the

classical course at Williston

ton, Mass.

first as Captain in the Eighth
Massachusetts Infantry, and later as Major in the
Third Rhode Island Cavalry. After the war he
removed to Chicago, where he still resides. By
profession he is a lawyer. He took a prominent
part in the organization of the Chicago militia,
was elected Colonel of the First Regiment,
and was for a time the senior Colonel in
I. N. G.
the State service. In 1876 he was an unsuccessful
Republican candidate for Congress, but was
,

From

and

and 1882.
was Treasurer of Cook
He took an active and influential part

elected in 1878,

re-elected in 1880

1886 to 1890 he

County.
in securing the location of the World's Columbian
Exposition at Chicago, and was Director-General
of the Exposition from its inception to its close,
by his executive ability demonstrating the wisdom of his selection. Died Nov. 25, 1899.

DAVIS, Hasbrouck, soldier and

journalist,

was

born at Worcester, Mass., April 23, 1827, being
the son of John Davis, United States Senator and
Governor of Massachusetts, known in his lifetime
as "Honest John Davis." The son came to Chicago in 1855 and commenced the practice of
law in 1861 joined Colonel Voss in the organization of the Twelfth Illinois Cavalry, being elected
Lieutenant-Colonel and, on the retirement of
Colonel Voss in 1863, succeeding to the colonelcy.
In March, 1865, he was brevetted Brigadier-General, remaining in active service until August,
1865, when he resigned.
After the war he was,
for a time, editor of "The Chicago Evening Post,
was City Attorney of the City of Chicago from
1867 to '69, but later removed to Massachusetts
Colonel Davis was drowned at sea, Oct. 19, 1870.
by the loss of the steamship Cambria, while on a
voyage to Europe.
DAVIS, James M., early lawyer, was born in
Barren County, Ky., Oct. 9, 1793, came to Illinois
;

Bond County and is said to
have taught the first school in that county. He
became a lawyer and a prominent leader of the
Whig party, was elected to the Thirteenth General Assembly (1842) from Bond County, and to
the Twenty-first from Montgomery in 1858, having, in the meantime, become a citizen of
Hillsboro was also a member of the State Constitutional Convention of 1847. Mr. Davis was a
in 1817, located in

;

man

of striking personal appearance, being over

and of strong individuality.
After the dissolution of the Whig party he identified himself with the Democracy and was an
intensely bitter opponent of the war policy of
the Government.
Died, at Hillsboro, Sept. 17.
six feet in height,

26, 1886.

DAVIS, (xeorge
was born at Three

Union army,

1866.

HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.
DAVIS, John

A., soldier,

was born

in

Craw-

ford County, Pa., Oct. 25, 1823; came to Stephenson County, 111., in boyhood and served as

Representative in the General Assembly of 1857
and '59; in September, 1861, enlisted as a private,
was elected Captain and, on the organization of
the Forty-sixth Regiment Illinois Volunteers, at
Camp Butler, was commissioned its Colonel. He
participated in the capture of Fort Donelson,
and in the battle of Shiloh was desperately
wounded by a shot through the lungs, but

recovered in time to join his regiment before the
battle of Corinth, where, on Oct. 4, 1862, he fell
mortally wounded, dying a few days after. On
receiving a request from some of his fellow-citizens, a few days before his death, to accept a
nomination for Congress in the Freeport District,
Colonel Davis patriotically replied: "I can serve
my country better in following the torn banner

my

regiment in the battlefield."
Levi, lawyer and State Auditor, was
born in Cecil County, Md., July 20, 1806; gradu-

of

DAVIS,

ated at Jefferson College, Pa., in 1828, and was
admitted to the bar at Baltimore in 1830. The

following year he removed to Illinois, settling at
Vandalia, then the capital. In 1835 Governor
Duncan appointed him Auditor of Public
Accounts, to which office he was elected by the
In
Legislature in 1837, and again in 1838.
He
1846 he took up his residence at Alton.
attained prominence at the bar and was, for
several years, attorney for the Chicago

&

Alton

Journal of the American Medical Association."
He has also been prominent in State, National
and International Medical Congresses, and is one
of the founders of the Northwestern University,
the Chicago Academy of Sciences, the Chicago
Historical Society, the Illinois State Microscopical Society and the Union College of Law, besides
other scientific and benevolent associations.
DAVIS, Oliver L., lawyer, was born in New
York City, Dec. 20, 1819; after being in the
employ of the American Fur Company some
seven years, came to Danville, 111., in 1841 and
commenced studying law the next year; was
elected to the lower brancli of the Seventeenth
and Twentieth General Assemblies, first as a
Democrat and next (1856) as a Republican;
served on the Circuit Bench in 1861-66, and again
in 1873-79, being assigned in 1877 to the Appellate
bench. Died, Jan. 12, 1892.
DAWSON, John, early legislator, was born in

came to Illinois
Sangamon County served

Virginia, in 1791;

;

DEAF AND DUMB, ILLINOIS INSTITUTION FOR EDUCATION OF, located at Jack-

March 4, 1897.
DAVIS, Nathan Smith, M.D., LL.D., physician, educator and editor, was born in Chenango
County, N. Y., Jan. 9, 1817; took a classical and

charitable

Cazenovia Seminary; in 1837
graduated from the College of Physicians and
Surgeons, winning several prizes during his
course; the same year began practice at Bing-

scientific course in

hamton; spent two years (1847-49) in New York
City, when he removed to Chicago to accept the
chair of Physiology and General Pathology in
Rush Medical College. In 1859 he accepted a
similar position in the Chicago Medical College
(now the medical department of Northwestern
University), where he still remains. Dr. Davis
has not only been a busy practitioner, but a voluminous writer on general and special topics connected with his profession, having been editor at
different times of several medical periodicals,
including "The Chicago Medical Journal," "The
Medical Journal and Examiner," and "The

five

;

sonville,

Died, at Alton,

in 1827, set-

terms in
the lower house of the General Assembly (1830,
'34, '36, '38 and '46), during a part of the time
being the colleague of Abraham Lincoln. He
was one of the celebrated "Long Nine" who represented Sangamon County at the time of the
removal of the State capital to Springfield was
also a member of the Constitutional Convention
of 1847. Died, Nov. 12, 1850.
tling in

St. Louis, Alton & Terre Haute Railroad
Companies, in which he was also a Director.

and
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Feb.

established by act of the Legislature,

23,

1839,

and

the

institutions.

oldest

of

Work was

the State
not begun

but one building was ready for
occupancy in 1846 and was completed
in 1849.
(In 1871 this building, then known
until

1842,

partial

south wing, was declared unsafe, and
l'ebuilt.)
The center building
in 1852 and the north wing in
1857.
Other additions and new buildings have
been added from time to time, such as new dining
workshops, barns, bakery, refrigerator
halls,
house, kitchens, a gymnasium, separate cottages for the sexes, etc. At present (1895) the
institution is probably the largest, as it is unquestionably one of the best conducted, of its class
in the world. The number of pupils in 1894 was
as the

was razed and
was completed

Among

its employes are men and women of
and experience, who have been connected with it for more than a quarter of a

716.

ripe culture

century.

DEARBORN,
was born

at

Luther, lawyer and legislator,
Plymouth, N. H., March 24, 1820,
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Plymouth schools and at New
in youth removed to Dearborn County, Ind., where he taught school and
served as deputy Circuit Clerk; then came to
Mason County, 111., and, in 1844, to Elgin. Here
he was elected Sheriff and, at the expiration of

and educated

in

Hampton Academy

his term, Circuit

;

Clerk, later engaging in the

banking business, which proving disastrous in
1857, he returned to Mason County and began the
practice of law. He then spent some years in
Minnesota, finally returning to Illinois a second
time, resumed practice at Havana, served one

term in the State Senate (1876-80); in 1884
became member of a law firm in Chicago, but
retired in 1887 to accept the attorneyship of the
Alton Railway, retaining this position
Chicago

&

which occurred suddenly at
For the last two years
Springfield, April 5, 1889.
of his life Mr. Dearborn's residence was at
his

until

death,

Aurora.

DECATUR, the county -seat of Macon County
39 miles east of Springfield and one mile north
of the

way

Sangamon River — also an important

center.

side the city.

having

rail-

Three coal shafts are operated outIt is

a center for the grain trade,
Extensive car and repair

five elevators.

shops are located there, and several important

manufacturing industries flourish, among them
Decatur has paved streets,
water- works, electric street railways, and excellent public schools, including one of the best and
Four
most noted high schools in the State.
newspapers are published there, each issuing a

three flouring mills.

daily edition.

Pop., (1890), 16,841; (1900), 20,754.

DECATUR EDITORIAL CONVENTION.

(See

Anti-Nebraska Editorial Convention.)

DECATUR & EASTERN RAILWAY. (See
Indiana, Decatur & Western Railway.)
DECATUR, MATTOON & SOUTHERN RAILROAD. (See Peoria, Decatur & Evansville
Railway. )
'

DECATUR, SULLIVAN & MATTOON RAILROAD. (See Peoria, Decatur & Evansville
Railway.)

DEEP SNOW, THE, an event occurring in the
winter of 1830-31 and referred to by old settlers
of Illinois as constituting an epoch in State hisThe late Dr. Julian M. Sturtevant, Presitory.
dent of Illinois College, in an address to the "Old
Settlers" of Morgan County, a few years before
"In
his death, gave the following account of it:
the interval between Christmas, 1830, and January, 1831, snow fell all over Central Illinois to a
depth of fully three feet on a level. Then came
a rain with weather so cold that it froze as it

forming a crust of ice over this three feet of
snow, nearly, if not quite, strong enough to bear
a man, and finally over this crust there were a
few inches of snow. The clouds passed away
and the wind came down upon us from the northwest with extraordinary ferocity. For weeks —
certainly not less than two weeks the mercury
in the thermometer tube was not, on any one
morning, higher than twelve degrees below zero.
This snow-fall produced constant sleighing for
nine weeks." Other contemporaneous accounts
say that this storm caused great suffering among
both men and beasts. The scattered settlers, unable to reach the mills or produce stores, were
driven, in some cases, to great extremity for
supplies mills were stopped by the freezing up
of streams, while deer and other game, sinking
through the crust of snow, were easily captured
or perished for lack of food. Birds and domestic
fowls often suffered a like fate for want of sustenance or from the severity of the cold.
DEERE, John, manufacturer, was born at
Middlebury, Vt., Feb. 7, 1804; learned the blacksmith trade, which he followed until 1838, when
he came west, settling at Grand Detour, in Ogle
County ten years later removed to Moline, and
there founded the plow-works which bear his
name and of which he was President from 1868
until his death in 1886.— Charles H. (Deere), son
of the preceding, was born in Hancock, Addison
County Vt., March 28, 1837; educated in the
common schools and at Iowa and Knox Academies, and Bell's Commercial College, Chicago;
became assistant and head book-keeper, traveling and purchasing agent of the Deere Plow
fell,

—

;

;

Company, and, on its incorporation, Vice-President and General Manager, until his father's
death,
is

when he succeeded

to the Presidency.

also the founder of the Deere

&

He

Mansur Corn

Planter Works, President of the Moline "Water
Power Company, besides being a Director in
various other concerns and in the branch houses
of Deere & Co., in Kansas City, Des Moines,
Council Bluffs and San Francisco. Notwithstanding his immense business interests, Mr.
Deere has found time for the discharge of public
and patriotic duties, as shown by the fact that he
was for years a member and Chairman of the
State Bureau of Labor Statistics a Commissioner
from Illinois to the Vienna International Exposition of 1873; one of the State Commissioners of
the World's Columbian Exposition of 1893; a
Presidential Elector for the State-at-large in 1888,
and a delegate from his District to the National
Republican Convention at St. Louis, in 1896.
;
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manufacturer, was born
Oxford County, Maine, April 26, 1826,
completed his education at the Readfield high
school, in 1843, engaged actively in manufacturing, and during his time has assisted in establish-

DEERING, William,

at Pariu,'

ing several large, successful business enterprises,
including wholesale and commission dry-goods
houses in Portland, Maine, Boston and New York.
His greatest work has been the building up of the
Deering Manufacturing Company, a main feature
of which, for thirty years, has been the

manu-

facture of Marsh harvesters and other agricultural

implements and appliances. This concern began
operation in Chicago about 1870, at the present
time (1899) occupying eighty acres in the north

and employing some 4,000 hands.
turn out a larger amount and greater
variety of articles for the use of the agriculturist
than any other establishment in the country,
receiving its raw material from many foreign
countries, including the Philippines, and distributing its products all over the globe. Mr. Deering continues to be President of the Company
and a principal factor in the management of its
part of the city
It is said to

immense

business.

He

public-spirited

is liberal,

and benevolent, and his business career has been
notable for the absence of controversies with his
employes. He has been, for a number of years,
one of the Trustees of the Northwestern University at Evanston, and, at the present time, is
President of the Board.
DE KALB, a city in De Kalb County, 58 miles
west of Chicago. Of late years it has grown
rapidly, largely because of the introduction of
new industrial enterprises. It contains a large
wire drawing plant, barbed wire factories, foundry, agricultural implement works, machine
shop, shoe factory and several minor manufacturing establishments.
It has banks, four newspapers, electric street railway, eight miles of
paved streets, nine churches and three graded
schools.
It is the site of the Northern State Normal School, located in 1895. Population (1880),
1,598; (1890), 2,579; (1900), 5,904; (1903, est.), 8,000.

DE KALB COUNTY,

originally a portion of

La Salle County, and later of Kane was organized
in 1837, and named for Baron De Kalb, the
;

Revolutionary patriot. Its area is 650 square
miles and population (in 1900), 31,756.
The land
is elevated and well drained, lying between Fox

and Rock Rivers. Prior to 1835 the land belonged
to the Pottawatomie Indians, who maintained
several villages and their own tribal government.
No sooner had the aborigines been removed than
white settlers appeared in large numbers, and,

131

in September, 1835, a convocation

was held on

the banks of the Kishwaukee, to adopt a temporary form of government. The public lands in the
county were sold at auction in Chicago in 1843.
Sycamore (originally called Orange) is the
county-seat, and, in 1890, had a population of
2,987.

Brick buildings were

Sycamore by
Mayo.

J.

first

erected at

Waterman and the brothers
H. A. Hough established the

S.

In 1854,
newspaper, "The Republican Sentinel."
Other prosperous towns are De Kalb (population,
The sur2,579), Cortland, Malta and Somonauk.
face is generally rolling, upland prairie, with
numerous groves and wooded tracts along the
principal streams. Various lines of railroad traverse the county, which embraces one of the
wealthiest rural districts in the State.

first

DE KALB & WREAT WESTERN RAILROAD.
(See Chicago Great Western Railway.)
DEL AV AN, a thriving city in Tazewell County,
on the line of the Chicago & Alton Railroad, at
the point of its intersection with the Peoria and

Pekin Division of the Illinois Central Railway, 34
miles west- southwest of Bloomington and 24
miles south of Peoria.
Grain is extensively
grown in the adjacent territory, and much
shipped from Delavan. The place supports two
banks, tile and brick factory, creamery, and two
weekly papers. It also has five churches and a
graded school.

Pop. (1890), 1,176, (1900), 1,304.

DExHENT, Henry Dodge, ex-Secretary of State,
was born at Galena, 111., in 1840 — the son of
Colonel John Dement, an early and prominent
citizen of the State, who held the office of State
Treasurer and was a member of the Constitutional Conventions of 1847 and 1870.
Colonel
Dement having removed to Dixon about 1845, the
subject of this sketch was educated there and at
Mount Morris. Having enlisted in the Thirteenth
Illinois Volunteer Infantry in 1861, he was elected
a Second Lieutenant and soon promoted to First
Lieutenant also received from Governor Yates a
complimentary commission as Captain for gallantry at Arkansas Post and at Chickasaw
Bayou, where the commander of his regiment,
Later he served
Col. J. B. Wyman, was killed.
with General Curtis in Mississippi and in the
Fifteenth Army Corps in the siege of Vicksburg.
After leaving the army he engaged in the manufacturing business for some years at Dixon. Captain Dement entered the State Legislature by
election as Representative from Lee County in
1872, was re-elected in 1874 and, in 1876, was promoted to the Senate, serving in the Thirtieth and
Thirty-first General Assemblies.
In 1880 he was

—
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chosen Secretary of State, and re-elected in 1884,
serving eight years. The last public position held
by Captain Dement was that of Warden of the
State Penitentiary at Joliet, to which he was
appointed in 1891, serving two years. His
present home is at Oak Park, Cook County.
DEMENT, John, was born in Sumner County,
Tenn., in April, 1804. When 13 years old he

accompanied

I

his parents to Illinois, settling in
Franklin County, of which he was elected Sheriff
in 1826, and which he represented in the General
Assemblies of 1828 and '30. He served with
distinction during the Black Hawk War, having
previously had experience in two Indian campaigns. In 1831 he was elected State Treasurer
by the Legislature, but, in 1836, resigned this
office to represent Fayette County in the General
Assembly and aid in the fight against the removal
of the capital to Springfield.
His efforts failing
of success, lie removed to the northern part of the
State, finally locating at Dixon, where he became
extensively engaged in manufacturing. In 1837
President Van Buren appointed him Receiver of
Public Moneys, but he was removed by President
Harrison in 1841 was reappointed by Polk in
1845, only to be again removed by Taylor in 1849
and reappointed by Pierce in 1853. He held the
office from that date until it was abolished.
He
was a Democratic Presidential Elector in 1844;
served in three Constitutional Conventions (1847,
'62, and '70), being Temporary President of the
two bodies last named. He was the father of
Hon. Denry D. Dement, Secretary of State of Illi;

nois

from 1884 to

Dixon, Jan.

1888.

He

died at his

home

at

16, 1883.

DENT, Thomas,

lawyer, was born in Putnam
Nov. 14, 1831; in his youth was
employed in the Clerk's office of Putnam County,
meanwhile studying law; was admitted to the
bar in 1854, and, in 1856, opened an office in Chicago; is still in practice and has served as
President, both of the Chicago Law Institute and
the State Bar Association.
DES PLAINES, a village of Cook County, at the
intersection of the Chicago & Northwestern and
the Wisconsin Central Railroads, 17 miles northwest from Chicago; is a dairying region. Popu-

County,

111.,

confluence with the latter forming the Illinois
Its length is about
150 miles. The
Chicago Drainage Canal is constructed in the
valley of the Des Plaines for a considerable portion of the distance between Chicago and Joliet.
DEWEY, (Dr.) Richard S., physician, alienist,
its

River.

was born

at Forestville, N. Y. Dec. 6, 1845 after
receiving his primary education took a two years'
course in the literary and a three years' course in
the medical department of the Michigan University at
1869.

,

;

Ann Arbor, graduating from the latter in
He then began practice as House Physician

and Surgeon in the City Hospital at Brooklyn,
N. Y., remaining for a year, after which he
visited Europe inspecting hospitals and sanitary
methods, meanwhile spending six months in the
Prussian military service as Surgeon during the
Franco-Prussian War. After the close of the
war he took a brief course in the University of
Berlin, when, returning to the United States, he
was employed for seven years as Assistant Physician in the Northern Hospital for the Insane at
Elgin. In 1879 he was appointed Medical Superintendent of the Eastern Hospital for the Insane
at Kankakee, remaining until the accession of
John P. Altgeld to the Governorship in 1893.
Dr. Dewey's reputation as a specialist in the

treatment of the insane has stood

among

the

highest of his class.

DE WITT COUNTY, situated in the central
portion of the State has an area of 405 square
miles and a population (1900) of 18,972. The land
was originally owned by the Kickapoos and Potta;

watomies, and not until 1820 did the first permanent white settlers occupy this region. The first
to come were Felix Jones, Prettyman Marvel,
William Cottrell, Samuel Glenn, and the families
Coaps. Previously, howhad been built on the site of
the present Farmer City by Nathan Clearwater.
Zion Shugest erected the earliest grist-mill and
of

Scott,

Lundy and

ever, the first cabin

Burrell Post the

first

saw-mill in the county.

the Illinois
River, which rises in Racine County, Wis., and,
after passing through Kenosha County, in that
State, and Lake County, III, running nearly
parallel to the west shore of Lake Michigan

Kentuckians and Tennesseeans were the first immigrants, but not until the advent of settlers from
Ohio did permanent improvements begin to be
made. In 1835 a school house and Presbyterian
church were built at Waynesville. The county
was organized in 1839, and with its capital
(Clinton) was named after one of New York's
most distinguished Governors. It lies within the
great "corn belt," and is well watered by Salt
Creek and its branches. Most of the surface is
rolling prairie, interspersed with woodland.

through Cook County, finally unites with the
Kankakee, about 13 miles southwest of Joliet, by

Several lines of railway (among them the Illinois
Central) cross the county. Clinton had a popu-

lation (1880), 818; (1890), 986; (1900), 1,606.

DES PLAINES RIVER, a branch of

—

—
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and Farmer City, 1,367.
Both are railroad centers and have considerable
lation of 2,598 in 1890,

trade.

DE WOLF,

Calvin, pioneer and philanthropist,
Luzerne County, Pa., Feb. 18, 1815;
taken early in life to Vermont, and, at 19 years of

was born

in
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and one of the first Trustees of the
General Hospital of the Lakes, now Mercy
Hospital. In 1885 he left Chicago to take up his
residence in his native city, New York, where he
Association,
Illinois

died,

June

1892.

2,

that

DICKEY, Theophilus Lyle, lawyer and jurist,
was born in Bourbon County, Ky., Nov. 12, 1812,

State; spent one year at a manual labor school
in Ashtabula County, Ohio, and, in 1837, came to

the grandson of a Revolutionary soldier, graduated at the Miami (Ohio) University, and re-

Chicago, and soon after began teaching in Will
County, still later engaging in the same vocation
In 1839 he commenced the study of
in Chicago.
law with Messrs. Spring & Goodrich and, in 1843,

moved to Illinois in 1834, settling at Macomb,
McDonough County, where he was admitted to
the bar in 1835. In 1836 he moved to Rushville,

In 1854 he was
a Justice of the Peace, retaining the
for a quarter of a century, winning for
the reputation of a sagacious and incorpublic officer. Mr. De Wolf was an

editing a Whig newspaper. Later he became a
resident of Ottawa, and, at the opening of the

age,

commenced teaching

was admitted
elected
position

himself
ruptible

to

original abolitionist

at

Orwell, in

practice.

and

his

home

is

said to

have

been one of the stations on the "underground
railroad" in the days of slavery. Died Nov. 28, '99.
DEXTER, Wirt, lawyer, born at Dexter, Mich.,
Oct. 25, 1831 was educated in the schools of his
native State and at Cazenovia Seminary, N. Y.
He was descended from a family of lawyers, his
grandfather, Samuel Dexter, having been Secretary of War, and afterwards Secretary of the
Treasury, in the cabinet of the elder Adams.
Coming to Chicago at the beginning of his professional career, Mr. Dexter gave considerable
attention at first to his father's extensive lumber
He was a zealous and eloquent supporter
trade.
of the Government during the Civil War, and
was an active member of the Relief and Aid
Society after the fire of 1871. His entire professional life was spent in Chicago, for several years
before his death being in the service of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad Company as
its general solicitor and member of the executive
Died in
committee of the Board of Directors.
;

Chicago,

May

20, 1890.

DICKEY, Hugh Thompson,

May

jurist,

was born

in

New York

City,

Judicial

practically without partisan
serving until the expiration of his

from
Columbia College, read law and was admitted to
the bar. He visited Chicago in 1836, and four
years later settled there, becoming one of its
most influential citizens. Upon the organization
of the County Court of Cook County in 1845,
Mr. Dickey was appointed its Judge. In September, 1848, he was elected Judge of the Seventh
30,

1811; graduated

Circuit,

opposition,

term in 1853. He was prominently identified
with several important commercial enterprises,
was one of the founders of the Chicago Library

where he resided three

years, a part of the time

Mexican War, organized a company of volunteers, of which he was chosen Captain.
In 1861
he raised a regiment of cavalry which was
mustered into' service as the Fourth Illinois
Cavalry, and of which he was commissioned
Colonel, taking an active part in Grant's campaigns in the West.

In 1865 he resigned his
commission and resumed the practice of his
profession at
Ottawa.
In 1866 he was an
unsuccessful candidate for Congressman for the
State-at-large in opposition to John A. Logan,
and, in 1868,

w as tendered and accepted
T

the posi-

tion of Assistant Attorney-General of the United
States, resigning after eighteen

months' service.

In 1873 he removed to Chicago, and, in 1874, was
made Corporation Counsel. In December, 1875,
he was elected to the Supreme Court, vice W. K.
McAllister, deceased was re-elected in 1879, and
died at Atlantic City, July 22, 1885.
;

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST, THE, known

also as

Church and as "Campbellites,"
having been founded by Alexander Campbell.
Many members settled in Illinois in the early
the Christian

30's,

and, in the central portion of the State, the

denomination soon began to nourish greatly.
Any one was admitted to membership who made
what is termed a scriptural confession of faith
and was baptized by immersion. Alexander
Campbell was an eloquent preacher and a man of
much native ability, as well as a born conversationalist.
The sect has steadily grown in
numjbers and influence in the State. The United
States Census of 1890 showed 641 churches in the
State, with 368 ministers and an aggregate membership of 61,587, having 550 Sunday schools, with
50,000 pupils in attendance.
real property,

which included

The value

of

the

552 church edifices

(with a seating capacity of 155,000) and 30 parsonwas §1,167,675. The denomination supports
Eureka College, with an attendance of between

ages,
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400 and 500 students, while its assets are valued

were entertained

Total membership in the United
States, estimated at 750,000.
DIXON, an incorporated city, the county-seat

may

at $150,000.

It lies on both sides of Rock
River and is the point of intersection of the Illinois Central and the Chicago & Northwestern
Rock
Railroads; is 98 miles west of Chicago.
River furnishes abundant water power and the
manufacturing interests of the city are very extensive, including large plow works, wire-cloth
also has electric light
factory, wagon factory
and power plant, three shoe factories, planing
There are
mills, and a condensed milk factory.
two National and one State bank, eleven
In
chui-ches, a hospital, and three newspapers.

of Lee County.

;

schools the city particularly excels, having several graded (grammar) schools and two colleges.
its meeting here
Population (1890), 5,161; (1900), 7,917.
DIXON, John, pioneer the first white settler
in Lee County, 111., was born at Rye, Westchester County, N. Y., Oct. 9, 1784; at 21 removed

The Chautauqua Assembly holds
annually.

—

New York

where he was in business some
In 1820 he set out with his family
for the "West, traveling by land to Pittsburg,
and thence by flat-boat to Shawneetown. Having
disembarked his horses and goods here, he pushed
out towards the northwest, passing the vicinity
of Springfield, and finally locating on Fancy
Creek, some nine miles north of. the present site
of that city. Here he remained some five years,
in that time serving as foreman of the first Sangamon County Grand Jury. The new county of
Peoria having been established in 1825, he was
offered and accepted the appointment of Circuit
Clerk, removing to Fort Clark, as Peoria was
then called. Later he became contractor for
carrying the mail on the newly established route
between Peoria and Galena. Compelled to provide means of crossing Rock River, he induced a
French and Indian half-breed, named Ogee, to
take charge of a ferry at a point afterwards
known as Ogee's Ferry. The tide of travel to the
lead-mine region caused both the mail-route and
the ferry to prove profitable, and, as the halfbreed ferryman could not endure prosperity, Mr.
Dixon was forced to buy him out, removing his
family to this point in April, 1830. Here he
established friendly relations with the Indians,
and, during the Black Hawk War ,two years later,
was enabled to render valuable service to the
His station was for many years one of
State.
the most important points in Northern Illinois,
and among the men of national reputation who

to

fifteen years.

City,

at different times at his homebe named Gen. Zachary Taylor, Albert Sid<
ney Johnston, Gen. Winfield Scott, Jefferson
Davis, Col. Robert Anderson, Abraham Lincoln,
Col. E. D. Baker and many more.
He bought the
land where Dixon now stands in 1835 and laid off
the town in 1838 was elected by the Legislature
a member of the Board of Public Works, and, in
1840, secured the removal of the land office from
Galena to Dixon. Colonel Dixon was a delegate
from Lee County to the Republican State Convention at Bloomington, in May, 1856, and,
although then considerably over 70 years of age,
spoke from the same stand with Abraham Lincoln, his presence producing much enthusiasm.
His death occurred, July 6, 1876.
DOANE, John Wesley, merchant and banker,
was born at Thompson, Windham County, Conn.,
March 23, 1833; was educated in the common
schools, and, at 22 years of age, came to Chicago
and opened a small grocery store which, by 1870,
had become one of the most extensive concerns
of its kind in the Northwest. It was swept out
of existence by the fire of 1871, but was re-established and, in 1872, transferred to other parties,
although Mr. Doane continued to conduct an
importing business in many lines of goods used in
the grocery trade. Having become interested in
the Merchants' Loan & Trust Company, he was
elected its President and has continued to act in
that capacity. He is also a stockholder and a
Director of the Pullman Palace Car Company,
the Allen Paper Car Wheel Company and the
Illinois Central Railroad, and was a leading
promoter of the World's Columbian Exposition of
1893 being one of those who guaranteed the
$5,000,000 to be raised by the citizens of Chicago
to assure the success of the enterprise.
DOLTON STATION, a village of Cook County,
on the Chicago & Eastern Illinois, the Chicago &
Western Indiana, and the Pittsburg, Cincinnati,
Chicago & St. Louis Railroads, 16 miles south of
Chicago has a carriage factory, a weekly paper,
churches and a graded school. Population (1880)
;

—

;

448; (1890), 1,110; (1900), 1,229.

DONtrOLA, a

village in Union County, on the
Central Railroad, 27 miles north of Cairo.
Population (1880), 599; (1890), 733; (1900), 681.
Illinois

DOOLITTLE, James Rood, United

States

was born in Hampton, Washington
County, N. Y., Jan 3, 1815; educated at Middlebury and Geneva (now Hobart) Colleges, admitted
to the bar in 1837 and practiced at Rochester and
Warsaw, N. Y. was elected District Attorney of
Wyoming County, N. Y., in 1845. and in 1851
Senator,

;
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M., lawyer and Railway
Plattsburg, Clinton
at
22, 1819; read law three

DOUGLAS, John

was born
County, N. Y., August

elected Circuit Judge, but resigned in 1856, and
the following year was elected as a Democratic-

President,

Republican to the United States Senate, being
Retiring
re-elected as a Republican in 1803.
from public life in 1869, he afterwards resided
chiefly at Racine, Wis. though practicing in the
courts of Chicago. He was President of the
National Union Convention at Philadelphia in
1866, and of the National Democratic Convention
of 1872 in Baltimore, which endorsed Horace
Greeley for President. Died, at Edge wood, R. I.,
July 27, 1897.
DORE, John Clark, first Superintendent of
Chicago City Schools, was born at Ossipee, N. H.,
March 22, 1822; began teaching at 17 years of age
and graduated at Dartmouth College in 1847;
then taught several years and, in 1854, was
offered and accepted the position of Superintendent of City Schools of Chicago, but resigned two
years later. Afterwards engaging in business,
he served as Vice-President and President of
the Board of Trade, President of the Commercial Insurance Company and of the State
Savings Institution was a member of the State
Senate, 1868-72, and has been identified with
various benevolent organizations of the city of
Chicago. Died in Boston, Mass., Dec, 14, 1900.
DOUGHERTY, John, lawyer and LieutenantGovernor, was born at Marietta, Ohio, May 6,
1806; brought by his parents, in 1808, to Cape
Girardeau, Mo. where they remained until after
the disastrous earthquakes in that region in
1811-12, when, his father having died, his mother
removed to Jonesboro, 111. Here he finally read
law with Col. A. P. Field, afterwards Secretary
of State, being admitted to the bar in 1831 and
early attaining prominence as a successful
criminal lawyer. He soon became a recognized
political leader, was elected as a member of the
House to the Eighth General Assembly (1832)
and re-elected in 1834, '36 and '40, and again in
1856, and to the Senate in 1842, serving in the
latter body until the adoption of the Constitution
of 1848.
Originally a Democrat, he was, in 1858,
the Administration (Buchanan) candidate for
State Treasurer, as opposed to the Douglas wing
of the party, but, in 1861, became a strong supporter of Abraham Lincoln. He served as Presidential Elector on the Republican ticket in 1864
and in 1872 (the former year for the State- atlarge), in 1868 was elected Lieutenant-Governor
and, in 1877, to a seat on the criminal bench,
serving until June, 1879. Died, at Jonesboro,

years in his native city, then came west and
settled at Galena, 111. where he was admitted to
the bar in 1841 and began practice. In 1856 he
removed to Chicago, and, the following year,
became one of the solicitors of the Illinois Central
Railroad, with which he had been associated as

,

;

,

Sept.

7,

1879.

,

an attorney at Galena. Between 1861 and 1876
he was a Director of the Company over twelve
years; from 1865 to 1871 its President, and again
for eighteen months in 1875-76, when he retired
permanently. Mr. Douglas' contemporaries speak
of him as a lawyer of great ability, as well
Died, in Chicago,
as a capable executive officer.

March 25, 1891.
DOUdrLAS, Stephen Arnold, statesman, was
born at Brandon, Vt., April 23, 1813. In consequence of the death of his father in infancy,
his early educational advantages were limited.
When fifteen he applied himself to the cabinetmaker's trade, and, in 1830, accompanied his
mother and step-father to Ontario County, N. Y.
In 1832 he began the study of law, but started for
the West in 1833. He taught school at Winchester, 111. reading law at night and practicing
before a Justice of the Peace on Saturdays. He
was soon admitted to the bar and took a deep
interest in politics.
In 1835 he was elected Prosecuting Attorney for Morgan County, but a few
months later resigned this office to enter the
lower house of the Legislature, to which he was
elected in 1836. In 1838 he was a candidate for
Congress, but was defeated by John T. Stuart, his
Whig opponent; was appointed Secretary of
State in December, 1840, and, in February, 1841,
,

Judge of the Supreme Court. He was
elected to Congress in 1842, '44 and '46, and, in
the latter year, was chosen United States Senaelected

taking his seat March 4, 1847, and being
and '59. His last canvass was
rendered memorable through his joint debate, in
1858, before the people of the State with Abraham
Lincoln, whom he defeated before the Legislature.
He was a candidate for the presidential
nomination before the Democratic National
Conventions of 1852 and '56. In 1860, after having
failed of a nomination for the Presidency at
Charleston, S. C, through the operation of the
"two thirds rule," he received the nomination
from the adjourned convention held at Baltimore
six weeks later though not until the delegates
from nearly all the Southern States had withdrawn, the seceding delegates afterwards nomitor,

re-elected in 1853

—
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nating John C. Breckenridge. Although defeated
for the Presidency by Lincoln, his old-time
antagonist, Douglas yielded a cordial support to
the incoming administration in its attitude
toward the seceded States, occupying a place of
honor beside Mr. Lincoln on the portico of the
capitol during the inauguration ceremonies.
As
politician, orator and statesman, Douglas had

few

Quick in perception,

superiors.

expedients,

ready

in

fearless in utterance,

men."
relation

resources,

facile in

earnest

and

he was a born "leader of

His shortness of stature, considered in
to his extraordinary mental acumen,

gained for him

the sobriquet of the "Little
died in Chicago, June 3, 1861.
DOUGLAS COUNTY, lying a little east of the
center of the State, embracing an area of 410

Giant."

He

square miles and having a population (1900) of
The earliest land entry was made by
19,097.
Harrison Gill, of Kentucky, whose patent was
signed by Andrew Jackson. Another early
settler

who

was John A. Richman, a West Virginian,

erected one

of the first frame houses in
the county in 1829. The Embarras and Kaskaskia Rivers flow through the county, which is

by the "Wabash and Illinois Central
Railways. Douglas County was organized in
1857 (being set off from Coles) and named in
honor of Stephen A. Douglas, then United States
Senator from Illinois. After a sharp struggle Tuscola was made the county-seat. It has been
visited by several disastrous conflagrations, but
is a thriving town, credited, in 1890, with a
population of 1,897. Other important towns are
Areola (population, 1,733), and Camargo, which

also crossed

was

originally

known

as

DOWNERS GROVE,
on C,

B.

& Q.

New Salem.

village,

Du Page County,

R. R., 21 miles south- southwest

from

Chicago, incorporated 1873; has water- works, electric lights, telephone system, good schools, bank
and a newspaper. Pop. (1890), 960; (1900), 2,103.

DOWNING,

Finis Ewing, ex-Congressman and
was born at Virginia, 111., August 24,
1846 reared on a farm and educated in the public
and private schools of his native town from 1865
was engaged in mercantile pursuits until 1880,
when he was elected Clerk of the Circuit Court
lawyer,
;

;

of Cass County, serving three successive terms;
read law and was admitted to the bar in Decem-

In August, 1891, he became interested
"The Virginia Enquirer" (a Democratic
paper), which he has since conducted; was
ber, 1887.

in

elected Secretary of the State Senate in 1893,
and, in 1894, was returned as elected to the Fiftyfourth Congress from the Sixteenth District by a

plurality of forty votes over Gen. John I. Rinaker,
the Republican nominee. A contest and recount
of the ballots resulted, however, in awarding the
seat to General Rinaker. In 1896 Mr. Downing
was the nominee of his party for Secretary of
State, but was defeated, with the rest of his ticket.
DRAKE, Francis Marion, soldier and Governor,
was born at Rushville, Schuyler County, 111.,
Dec. 30, 1830; early taken to Drakesville, Iowa,
which his father founded; entered mercantile
life at 16 years of age; crossed the plains to California in 1852, had experience in Indian warfare
and, in 1859, established himself in business at
Unionville, Iowa served through the Civil War,
becoming Lieutenant-Colonel and retiring in
1865 with the rank of Brigadier-General by
brevet. He re-entered mercantile life after the
war, was admitted to the bar in 1866, subsequently
engaged in railroad building and, in 1881, contribbuted the bulk of the funds for founding Drake
University; was elected Governor of Iowa in.
1895, serving until January, 1898.
DRAPER, Andrew Sloan, LL.D., lawyer and
educator, was born in Otsego County, N. Y.,
June 21, 1848 being a descendant, in the eighth
generation, from the "Puritan," James Draper,
who settled in Boston in 1647. In 1855 Mr.
Draper's parents settled in Albany, N. Y., where
he attended school, winning a scholarship in the
Albany Academy in 1863, and graduating from
that institution in 1866. During the next four
years he was employed in teaching, part of the
time as an instructor at his alma mater but, in
1871, graduated from the Union College Law
;

—

;

Department, when he began practice. The rank
he attained in the profession was indicated by
his appointment by President Arthur, in 1884,
one of the Judges of the Alabama Claims Commission, upon which he served until the conclusion of its labors in 1886.

served in the

He had

previously

New York

State Senate (1880) and,
in 1884, was a delegate to the Republican National
Convention, also serving as Chairman of the

Republican State Central Committee the same
After his return from Europe in 1886, he
served as State Superintendent of Public Instrucyear.

tion of

New York

until 1892, and, in 1889,

and

again in 1890, was President of the National
Association of School Superintendents. Soon
after retiring from the State Superintendency in
New York, he was chosen Superintendent of
Public Schools for the city of Cleveland, Ohio,
remaining in that position until 1894, when he
was elected President of the University of Illinois
His adminisat Champaign, where he now is.
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and
promote the popular-

tration has been characterized by enterprise
sagacity,

and has tended

to

and prosperity of the institution.
Charles, clergyman, was born at
Pomfret, Conn., Feb. 24, 1800; graduated from
ity

DRESSER,

Brown University

went

in 1823,

to Virginia,

where he studied theology and was ordained a
minister of the Protestant Episcopal Church. In
removed to Springfield, and became rector
of St. Paul's Episcopal Church there, retiring in
1838 he

On Nov. 4, 1842, Mr. Dresser performed the
ceremony uniting Abraham Lincoln and Mary
Todd in marriage. He died, March 25, 1865.
DRUMMOND, Thomas, jurist, was born at
1858.

Mills, Lincoln County, Maine, Oct. 16,
After graduating from Bowdoin College, in
1830, he studied law at Philadelphia, where he was
admitted to the bar in 1833. He settled at
Galena, 111., in 1835, and was a member of the
General Assembly in 1840-41. In 1850 he was
appointed United States District Judge for the
District of Illinois as successor to Judge Nathaniel
Pope, and four years later removed to Chicago.

Bristol
1809.

Upon the

division of the State into

two

judicial

he was assigned to the Northern.
In 1869 he was elevated to the bench of the
United States Circuit Court, and presided over
the Seventh Circuit, which at that time included
the States of Indiana, Illinois and Wisconsin. In
1884 at the age of 75 he resigned, living in
retirement until his death, which occurred at
Wheaton, III, May 15, 1890.
districts, in 1855,

—

—

DUBOIS,

Jesse Kilgore, State Auditor, was
born, Jan. 14, 1811, in Lawrence County, 111.,
near Vincennes, Ind., where his father, Capt.
Toussaint Dubois, had settled about 1780. The
latter was a native of Canada, of French descent,
•

and, after settling in the Northwest Territory,

had been a personal friend of General Harrison,
under whom he served in the Indian wars,
including the battle of Tippecanoe. The son
received a partial collegiate education at Bloomington, Ind., but, at 24 years of age (1834), was
elected to the General Assembly, serving in the
same House with Abraham Lincoln, and being
re-elected in 1836, '38, and '42.
In 1841 he was
appointed by President Harrison Register of the
Land Office at Palestine, 111. but soon resigned,
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renominated in I860, and elected both times. In
1864 he was a candidate for the nomination of
his party for Governor, but was defeated by
General Oglesby, serving, however, on the
National Executive Committee of that year, and
as a delegate to the National Convention of 1868.
Died, at his home near Springfield, Nov. 22, 1876.
Fred T. (Dubois), son of the preceding, was
born in Crawford County, 111., May 29, 1851;
received a common-school and classical education, graduating from Yale College in 1872 was
Secretary of the Illinois Railway and Warehouse
Commission in 1875-76; went to Idaho Territory
and engaged in business in 1880, was appointed
United States Marshal there in 1882, serving until
1886; elected as a Republican Delegate to the
Fiftieth and Fifty-first Congresses, and, on the
admission of Idaho as a State (1890), became
one of the first United States Senators, his term
extending to 1897. He was Chairman of the
Idaho delegation in the National Republican
Convention at Minneapolis in 1892, and was a
member of the National Republican Convention
at St. Louis in 1896, but seceded from that body
with Senator Teller of Colorado, and has since
cooperated with the Populists and Free Silver
Democrats.

—

;

DUCAT, Arthur
engineer,

was born

1830, received
civil engineer.

Charles, soldier

and

civil

in Dublin, Ireland, Feb. 24,

a liberal education and became

He

a

settled in Chicago in 1851,

six years later was made Secretary and Chief
Surveyor of the Board of Underwriters of that
city.
While acting in this capacity, he virtually
revised the schedule system of rating fire-risks.
In 1861 he raised a company of 300 engineers,
sappers and miners, but neither the State nor
Federal authorities would accept it. Thereupon
he enlisted as a private in the Twelfth Illinois
Volunteers, but his ability earned him rapid
promotion. He rose through the grades of Captain, Major and Lieutenant-Colonel, to that of

and

was removed by Pierce

and was brevetted Brigadier-General in
February, 1864. Compelled by sickness to leave the
army, General Ducat returned to Chicago,
re-entering the insurance field and finally, after
holding various responsible positions, engaging
In 1875 he was
in general business in that line.
entrusted with the task of reorganizing the State
militia, which he performed with signal success.
Died, at Downer's Grove, 111., Jan. 29, 1896.

a Delegate to the first Republican State Convention, at Bloomington, in 1856,
and, on the recommendation of Mr. Lincoln, was
nominated for Auditor of Public Accounts,

though a majority of the population of Illinois,
in Territorial days, came from Southern States
where the duel was widely regarded as the proper

,

giving his attention to mercantile pursuits until
1849, when he was appointed Receiver of Public

Moneys
in 1853.

at Palestine, but

He was

Colonel,

DUELS AND ANTI-DUELING LAWS.

Al-
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settling

the streets of Kaskaskia, killing

it is

The murderer

"difficulties" of a personal
a curious fact that so few "affairs
of honor" (so-called) should have occurred on

mode

for

character,

Illinois soil.

The

first

"affair"

of this sort of

history or tradition has handed
account, is said to have occurred
between an English and a French officer at the
time of the surrender of Fort Chartres to the
British in 1765, and in connection with that
event. The officers are said to have fought with
small swords one Sunday morning near the Fort,

which

either

down any

of them was killed, but the name of
neither the victor nor the vanquished has come
down to the present time. Gov. John Reynolds,
who is the authority for the story in his 'Pioneer
History of Illinois," claimed to have received it

when one

'

in his boyhood from an aged Frenchman who
represented that he had seen the combat.
An affair of less doubtful authenticity has come
down to us in the history of the Territorial
period, and, although

it

was

at first bloodless,

it

This was the JonesBond affair, which originated at Kaskaskia in
Rice Jones was the son of John Rice Jones,
1808.
the first English-speaking lawyer in the "Illinois
Country." The younger Jones is described as an

finally

ended in a tragedy.

exceptionally brilliant young man who, having
studied law, located at Kaskaskia in 1806. Two
years later he became a candidate for Representative from Randolph County in the Legislature
of Indiana Territory, of

which

Illinois

was a part.

In the course of the canvass which resulted in
became involved in a quarrel

Jones' election, he

with Shadrach Bond, who was then a member of
the Territorial Council from the same county,
and afterwards became Delegate in Congress
from Illinois and the first Governor of the State.
Bond challenged Jones and the meeting took
place on an island in the Mississippi between
Kaskaskia and St. Genevieve. Bond's second
was a Dr. James Dunlap of Kaskaskia, who
appears also to have been a bitter enemy of Jones.
The discharge of a pistol in the hand of Jones
after the combatants had taken their places
preliminary to the order to "fire," raised the
question whether it was accidental or to be
regarded as Jones' fire. Dunlap maintained the
latter, but Bond accepted the explanation of his
adversary that the discharge was accidental, and
the generosity which he displayed led to explanations that averted a final exchange of shots.
The feud thus started between Jones and Dunlap
grew until it involved a large part of the community. On Dec. 7, 1808, Dunlap shot down
Jones in cold blood and without warning in

fled to

him

instantly.

Texas and was never heard

Kaskaskia afterwards. This incident
furnishes the basis of the most graphic chapter
in Mrs. Catherwood's story of "Old Kaskaskia."
of about

Prompted by this tragical affair, no doubt, the
Governor and Territorial Judges, in 1810, framed a
stringent law for the suppression of dueling, in
which, in case of a fatal result, all parties connected with the affair, as principals or seconds,
were held to be guilty of murder.
Governor Reynolds furnishes the record of a
duel between Thomas Rector, the member of a
noted family of that name at Kaskaskia, and one
Joshua Barton, supposed to have occurred sometime during the War of 1812, though no exact
dates are given. This affair took place on the
favorite dueling ground known as "Bloody
Island," opposite St. Louis, so often resorted to
at a later day, by devotees of "the code" in Missouri.

Reynolds says that "Barton

fell

in the

conflict."

The next affair of which history makes mengrew out of a drunken carousel at Belleville,
in February, 1819, which ended in a duel between
two men named Alonzo Stuart and "William
Bennett, and the killing of Stuart by Bennett.
The managers of the affair for the principals are
tion

said to have agreed that the guns should be loaded

with blank cartridges, and Stuart was let into the
secret but Bennett was not.
When the order to
fire came, Bennett's gun proved to have been
loaded with ball. Stuart fell mortally wounded,
expiring almost immediately. One report says
that the duel was intended as a sham, and was so
understood by Bennett, who was horrified by the
result.
He and his two seconds were arrested for
murder, but Bennett broke jail and fled to
Arkansas. The seconds were tried, Daniel P.
Cook conducting the prosecution and Thomas H.
Benton defending, the trial resulting in their
acquittal.
Two years later, Bennett was apprehended by some sort of artifice, put on his trial,
convicted and executed Judge John Reynolds
(afterwards Governor) presiding and pronouncing

—

sentence.

In a

footnote

to

"The

Edwards Papers,"

edited by the late E. B. Washburne, and printed

under the auspices of the Chicago Historical
Society, a few years ago, Mr. Washburne relates
an incident occurring in Galena about 1838, while
"The Northwestern Gazette and Galena Advertiser" was under the charge of Sylvester M.
Bartlett, who was afterwards one of the founders
of "The Quincy Whig." The story, as told by
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Mr. Washburne, is as follows: "David G. Bates
(a Galena business man and captain of a packet
plying between St. Louis and Galena) wrote a
short communication for the paper reflecting on
the character of John Turney, a prominent lawyer who had been a member of the House of
Representatives in 1828-30, from the District
composed of Pike, Adams, Fulton, Schuyler,
Peoria and Jo Daviess Counties. Turney demanded the name of the author and Bartlett gave
up the name of Bates. Turney refused to take
any notice of Bates and then challenged Bartlett
to a duel, which was promptly accepted by Bart-

Turney was the Hon. Joseph
P. Hoge, afterward a member of Congress from
the Galena District. Bartlett's second was
lett.

The second

of

William A. "Warren, now of Bellevue, Iowa."
(Warren was a prominent Union officer during
the Civil War.) "The parties went out to the
ground selected for the duel, in what was then
Wisconsin Territory, seven miles north of Galena,
and, after one ineffectual fire, the matter was
compromised. Subsequently, Bartlett removed
to Quincy, and was for a long time connected
with the publication of 'The Quincy Whig.'"
During the session of the Twelfth General
Assembly (1841), A. R. Dodge, a Democratic
Representative from Peoria County, feeling himself aggrieved by some reflections indulged by Gen.
John J. Hardin (then a Whig Representative
from Morgan County) upon the Democratic party
in connection with the partisan reorganization
of the Supreme Court, threatened to "call out"
Hardin. The affair was referred to W. L. D.
Ewing and W. A. Richardson for Dodge, and
J. J. Brown and E. B. Webb for Hardin, with
the result that it was amicably adjusted "honor-

ably to both parties."
It was during the same session that John A.
McClernand, then a young and fiery member
from Gallatin County
who had, two years
before, been appointed Secretary of State by
Governor Carlin, but had been debarred from
taking the office by an adverse decision of the
indulged in a violent attack
Supreme Court
upon the Whig members of the Court based upon
allegations afterwards shown to have been furnished by Theophilus W. Smith, a Democratic
member of the same court. Smith having joined
his associates in a card denying the truth of the

—

—

charges,

McClernand responded with the

publi-

cation of the cards of persons tracing the allegations directly to Smith himself.
This brought a

note from Smith which McClernand construed into
a challenge and answered with a prompt accept-
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ance.

Attorney-General Lamborn, having got

wind

of the affair, lodged a complaint with a

Springfield Justice of the Peace,

which resulted

in placing the pugnacious jurist under bonds to

keep the peace, when he took his departure for
Chicago, and the "affair" ended.
An incident of greater historical interest than
all the others yet mentioned, was the affair in
which James Shields and Abraham Lincoln the
former the State Auditor and the latter at that
time a young attorney at Springfield were concerned. A communication in doggerel verse had

—

—

appeared in "The Springfield Journal" ridiculing
Shields made demand upon the
editor (Mr. Simeon Francis) for the name of the
author, and, in accordance with previous understanding, the name of Lincoln was given.
(Evidence, later coming to light, showed that the real
authors were Miss Mary Todd—who, a few months
later, became Mrs. Lincoln
and Miss Julia Jayne,
afterwards the wife of Senator Trumbull.)
Shields, through John D. Whiteside, a former
State Treasurer, demanded a retraction of the
offensive matter the demand being presented to
Lincoln at Tremont, in Tazewell County, where
Lincoln was attending court. Without attempting to follow the affair through all its complicated
details Shields having assumed that Lincoln was
the author without further investigation, and
Lincoln refusing to make any explanation unless
the first demand was withdrawn Lincoln named
Dr. E. H. Merriman as his second and accepted
Shield's challenge, naming cavalry broadswords
as the weapons and the Missouri shore, within
three miles of the city of Alton, as the place.
The principals, with their "friends," met at the
appointed time and place (Sept. 22, 1842, opposite
the city of Alton) but, in the meantime, mutual
friends, having been apprised of what was going
on, also appeared on the ground and brought
about explanations which averted an actual conflict.
Those especially instrumental in bringing
about this result were Gen. John J. Hardin of
Jacksonville, and Dr. R. W. English of Greene
County, while John D. "Whiteside, W. L. D.
Ewing and Dr. T. M. Hope acted as representatives of Shields, and Dr. E. H. Merriman,
Dr. A. T. Bledsoe and William Butler for Lincoln.
Out of this affair, within the nest few days,
the Auditor.

—

—

—

—

;

followed challenges from Shields to Butler and

Whiteside to Merriman but, although these were
accepted, yet owing to some objection on the part
of the challenging party to the conditions named
by the party challenged, thereby resulting in delay, no meeting actually took place.
;
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Another affair which bore important results
without ending in a tragedy, occurred during the
session of the Constitutional Convention in 1847.
The parties to it were O. C. Pratt and Thompson
Campbell
both Delegates from Jo Daviess
County, and both Democrats. Some sparring
between them over the question of suffrage for
naturalized foreigners resulted in an invitation
from Pratt to Campbell to meet him at the
Planters' House in St. Louis, with an intimation
that this was for the purpose of arranging the
preliminaries of a duel. Both parties were on
hand before the appointed time, but their arrest
by the St. Louis authorities and putting them
under heavy bonds to keep the peace, gave them
an excuse for returning to their convention
duties without coming to actual hostilities if
they had such intention. This was promptly
followed by the adoption in Convention of the

ern leaders, and they soon found a way for Davis
to withdraw his challenge on condition that
Bissell should add to his letter of acceptance a
clause awarding credit to the Mississippi regiment for what they actually did, but without disavowing or retracting a single word he had
uttered in his speech. In the meantime, it is said
that President Taylor, who was the father-in-law
of Davis, having been apprised of what was on
foot, had taken precautions to prevent a meeting
by instituting legal proceedings the night before
it was to take place, though this was rendered
unnecessary by the act of Davis himself. Thus,

provision of the Constitution of 1848, disqualifying any person engaged in a dueling affair, either

seven years later but his course in "turning the tables" against his fire-eating opponents
aroused the enthusiasm of the North, while his
friends maintained that the act having been
performed beyond the jurisdiction of the State,
he was technically not guilty of any violation of
the laws.
While the provision in the Constitution of 1848,
against dueling, was not re- incorporated in that
of 1870, the laws on the subject are very stringent. Besides imposing a penalty of not less than
one nor more than five years' imprisonment, or a
fine not exceeding $3,000, upon any one who, as
principal or second, participates in a duel with a
deadly weapon, whether such duel proves fatal
or not, or who sends, carries or accepts a challenge: the law also provides that any one convicted of such offense shall be disqualified for
holding "any office of profit, trust or emolument,

—

—

as principal or second,

honor or

from holding any

office of

profit in the State.

and principal affair of this kind of
which a citizen of Illinois
was engaged, though not on Illinois soil, was that
in which Congressman William H. Bissell, afterwards Governor of Illinois, and Jefferson Davis
were concerned in February, 1850. During the
debate on the "Compromise Measures" of that
year, Congressman Seddon of Virginia went out
of his way to indulge in implied reflections upon

The

last

historic significance, in

the courage of Northern soldiers as displayed on
the battle-field of Buena Vista, and to claim for
the Mississippi regiment commanded by Davis
the credit of saving the day. Replying to these
claims Colonel Bissell took occasion to correct the
Virginia Congressman's statements, and especially to vindicate the good name of the Illinois and
Kentucky troops. In doing so he declared that,
at the critical moment alluded to by Seddon,
when the Indiana regiment gave way, Davis's
regiment was not within a mile and a half of the
scene of action. This was construed by Davis as
a reflection upon his troops, and led to a challenge
which was promptly accepted by Bissell, who
named the soldier's weapon (the common army
musket), loaded with ball and buckshot, with
forty paces as the distance, with liberty to
advance up to ten otherwise leaving the preliminaries to be settled by his friends. The evidence manifested by Bissell that he was not to be
intimidated, but was prepared to face death
itself to vindicate his own honor and that of his
comrades in the field, was a surprise to the South-

—

Colonel Bissell's position was virtually (though
indirectly) justified by his enemies.
It is true,

he was violently assailed by his

political

opponents

for alleged violation of the inhibition in the State

when he
Governor of

Constitution against dueling, especially

came

to take the oath of office as

Illinois,

;

either civil or military, under the Constitution or

laws of this State." Any person leaving the
State to send or receive a challenge is subject to
the same penalties as if the offense had been
committed within the State and any person who
may inflict upon his antagonist a fatal wound, as
the result of an engagement made in this State to
fight a duel beyond its jurisdiction when the
person so wounded dies within this State is held
to be guilty of murder and subject to punishment
for the same.
The publishing of any person as a
coward, or the applying to him of opprobrious or
abusive language, for refusing to accept a challenge, is declared to be a crime punishable by
fine or imprisonment.
DUFF, Andrew D., lawyer and Judge, was
born of a family of pioneer settlers in Bond
;

—

—
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County, 111., Jan. 24, 1820; was educated in the
country schools, and, from 1842 to 1847, spent his
time in teaching and as a farmer. The latter
year he removed to Benton, Franklin County,
where he began reading law, but suspended his
studies to enlist in the Mexican War, serving as a
private;

in

1849

was elected County Judge

of

Franklin County, and, in the following year, was
admitted to the bar. In 1861 he was elected
Judge for the Twenty-sixth Circuit and reHe also
elected in 1867, serving until 1873.
served as a Delegate in the State Constitutional
Convention of 1862 from the district composed of
Franklin and Jackson Counties, and, being a
zealous Democrat, was one of the leaders in
calling the mass meeting held at Peoria, in
August, 1864, to protest against the policy of the
Government in the prosecution of the war.
About the close of his last term upon the bench
(1873), he removed to Carbondale, where he conIn his later years he betinued to reside.
came an Independent in politics, acting for
a time in cooperation with the friends of
temperance. In 1885 he was appointed by joint
resolution of the Legislature on a commission to
Died, at
revise the revenue code of the State.
Tucson, Ariz., June 25, 1889.
DUNCAN, Joseph, Congressman and Governor, was born at Paris, Ky., Feb. 22, 1794;
emigrated to Illinois in 1818, having previously
served with distinction in the War of 1812, and
been presented with a sword, by vote of Congress,
for gallant conduct in the defense of Fort Stephenson.

He was commissioned Major-General

of

Illinois militia in 1823 and elected State Senator
from Jackson County in 1824. He served in the
lower house of Congress from 1827 to 1834, when
he resigned his seat to occupy the gubernatorial
chair, to which he was elected the latter year. He
was the author of the first free-school law,

His executive policy was conservative and consistent, and his administration
successful.
He erected the first frame building
at Jacksonville, in 1834, and was a liberal friend
In his personal
of Illinois College at that place.
character he was kindly, genial and unassuming,
although fearless in the expression of his convictions.
He was the Whig candidate for Governor
in 1842, when he met with his first political

adopted in 1825.

defeat.

Died,

at

Jacksonville,

Jan.

15,

mourned by men of all parties.
DUNCAN, Thomas, soldier, was born

1844,

in Kas-

served as a private in
the Illinois mounted volunteers during the Black
Hawk War of 1832 also as First Lieutenant of
kaskia,

111.,

April

14, 1809;

;

141

army in the Mexican War
and as Major and Lieutenant-Colonel

cavalry in the regular
(1846),

during the War of the Rebellion, still later doing
duty upon the frontier keeping the Indians in

He was retired from active service in
and died in Washington, Jan. 7, 1887.
DUNDEE, a town on Fox River, in Kane
County, 5 miles (by rail) north of Elgin and 47
miles west-northwest of Chicago.
It has two
distinct corporations East and West Dundee
but is progressive and united in action. Dairy
farming is the principal industry of the adjacent
region, and the town has two large milk-concheck.
1873,

—

densing plants, a cheese factory, etc. It has good
water power and there are flour and saw-mills,

and tile-works, an.extensive nursery,
handsome high school
building, a public library and one weekly paper.

besides brick

two banks,

six churches, a

Population

(1890), 2,023; (1900), 2,765.

DUNHAM, John

High, banker and Board of
Trade operator, was born in Seneca County,
N. Y., 1817; came to Chicago in 1844, engaged in
the wholesale grocery trade, and, a few years
later, took a prominent part in solving the question of a water supply for the city was elected to
the Twentieth General Assembly (1856) and the
next year assisted in organizing the Merchants'
Loan & Trust Company, of which he became the
;

President, retiring five years later

first

and

re-

engaging in the mercantile business. While
Hon. Hugh McCullough was Secretary of the
Treasury, he was appointed National Bank

Examiner for
was a member
the

Academy

Illinois,

serving until 1866.

He

of the Chicago Historical Society,

of Sciences, and an early

of the Board of Trade.

Died,

April

member
28,

1893,

leaving a large estate.

DUNHAM, Ransom W., merchant and Congressman, was born at Savoy, Mass., March 21,
1838 after graduating from the High School at
Springfield, Mass., in 1855, was connected with
the Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Company until August, 1860. In 1857 he removed
from Springfield to Chicago, and at the termination of his connection with the Insurance Company, embarked in the grain and provision
commission business in that city, and, in 1882,
was President of the Chicago Board of Trade.
From 1883 to 1889 he represented the First Illinois
District in Congress, after the expiration of his
last term devoting his attention to his large
private business. His death took place suddenly
;

at Springfield, Mass.,

DUNLAP, George

August

19, 1896.

Lincoln, civil engineer and
Railway Superintendent, was born at Brunswick,
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Maine, in 1828 studied mathematics and engineering at Gorham Academy, and, after several
years' experience on the Boston & Maine and the
New York & Erie Railways, came west in 1855
and accepted a position as assistant engineer on
what is now the Chicago & Northwestern Railroad, finally becoming its General Superintendent, and, in fourteen years of his connection with
that road, vastly extending its lines. Between
1872 and '79 he was connected with the Montreal
& Quebec Railway, but the latter year returned
to Illinois and was actively connected with the
extension of the Wabash system until his retirement a few years ago.
DUNLAP, Henry M., horticulturist and legislator, was born in Cook County, 111., Nov. 14,
1853 the son of M. L. Dunlap (the welhknown
"Rural"), who became a prominent horticulturist
In Champaign County and was one of the founders of the State Agricultural Society.
The family
having located at Savoy, Champaign County,
about 1857, the younger Dunlap was educated in
the University of Illinois, graduating in the
scientific department in 1875.
Following in the
footsteps of his father, he engaged extensively
in fruit-growing, and has served in the office of
both President and Secretary of the State Horticultural Society, besides local offices.
In 1892 he
was elected as a Republican to the State Senate
for the Thirtieth District, was re-elected in 1896,
and has been prominent in State legislation.
DUNLAP, Mathias Lane, horticulturist, was
born at Cherry Valley, N. Y., Sept. 14. 1814:
coming to La Salle County, 111., in 1835, he
taught school the following winter then secured
a clerkship in Chicago, and later became bookkeeper for a firm of contractors on the Illinois &
;

—

;

Michigan Canal, remaining two years. Having
entered a body of Government land in the western
part of Cook County, he turned his attention to
farming, giving a portion of his time to surveying.
In 1845 he became interested in horticulture
and, in a few years, built up one of the most
extensive nurseries in the West. In 1854 he was
chosen a Representative in the Nineteenth General Assembly from Cook County, and, at the
following session, presided over the caucus which
resulted in the nomination and final election of
Lyman Trumbull to the United States Senate for
the first time. Politically an anti-slavery Demohe espoused the cause of freedom in the
while his house was one of the depots
of the "underground railroad." In 1855 he purchased a half-section of land near Champaign,
whither he removed, two years later, for the
crat,

Territories,

prosecution of his nursery business. He was an
member, for many years, of the State Agricultural Society and an earnest supporter of the
scheme for the establishment of an "Industrial
University," which finally took form in the Uniactive

versity of Illinois at Champaign.

From

1853 to

was the agricultural correspondent,
first of "Tbe Chicago Democratic Press," and
later of "The Tribune," writing over the nom de
plume of "Rural." Died, Feb. 14, 1875.
his death he

DU PAGE COUNTY,

organized in 1839,

named

which flows through it. It adjoins
Cook County on the west and contains 340 square
miles. In 1900 its population was 28,196.
The
county-seat was originally at Naperville, which
was platted in 1842 and named in honor of Capt.
Joseph Naper, who settled upon the site in 1831.
In 1869 the county government was removed to
Wheaton, the location of Wheaton College,
where it yet remains. Besides Captain Naper,
early settlers of prominence were Bailey Hobson
(the pioneer in the township of Lisle), and Pierce
Downer (in Downer's Grove). The chief towns
for a river

are

Wheaton

(2,216),

(population,

Hinsdale

and Roselle

C450).

largely populated

1,622),

Naperville

Downer's Grove (960),
Hinsdale and Roselle are

(1,584),

by persons doing business

in

Chicago.

DU QUOIN, a city and railway junction in
Perry County, 76 miles north of Cairo; has a
foundry, machine shops, planing-mill, flour mills,
works, ice factory, soda-water factory,
creamery, coal mines, gi-aded school, public
library and four newspapers. Population (1890),
4,052; (1900), 4,353; (1903, school census), 5,207.
DURBOROW, Allan Cathcart, ex-Congressman, was born in Philadelphia, Nov. 20, 1857.
When five years old he accompanied his parents
to Williamsport, Ind., where he received his
early education. He entered the preparatory
department of Wabash College in 1872, and
graduated from the University of Indiana, at
Bloomington, in 1877. After two years' residence
in Indianapolis, he removed to Chicago, where he
salt

engaged in business. Always active in local
politics, he was elected by the Democrats in 1890,
and again in 1892, Representative in Congress
from the Second District, retiring with the close
the Fifty-third Congress. Mr. Durborow is
Treasurer of the Chicago Air-Line Express Company.
DUSTIN, (Gen.) Daniel, soldier, was born in
Topsham, Orange County, Vt., Oct. 5, 1820;
received a common-school and academic education, graduating in medicine at Dartmouth Colof
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After practicing three years at
lege in 1846.
Corinth, Vt., he went to California in 1850 and
engaged in mining, but three years later resumed
the practice of his profession while conducting a
mercantile business. He was subsequently chosen
to the California Legislature from Nevada

County, but coming to Illinois in 1858, he
engaged in the drug business at Sycamore, De
Kalb County, in connection with J. E. Elwood.
On the breaking out of the war in 1861, he sold
out his drug business and assisted in raising the
Eighth Regiment Illinois Cavalry, and was commissioned Captain of Company L. The regiment
was assigned to the Army of the Potomac, and,
in January, 1862, he was promoted to the position

rich farming

and stock-raising

began practice at Newark, N. J., in 1831,
Chicago in 1835. He wT as an uncompromising opponent of slavery and an avowed supporter of the "underground railroad," and, in
in

1848, received the

of Illinois for Governor.

fight"

In September, 1862, the One
Hundred and Fifth Regiment Illinois Volunteer
Infantry was mustered in at Dixon, and Major
Dustin was commissioned its Colonel, soon after
joining the Army of the Cumberland. After the
Atlanta campaign he was assigned to the command of a brigade in the Third Division of the
Twelfth Army Corps, remaining in this position
to the close of the war, meanwhile having been
brevetted Brigadier-General for bravery displayed
on the battle-field at Averysboro, N. C. He was
mustered out at Washington, June 7, 1865, and
took part in the grand review of the armies in
that city which marked the close of the war.
Returning to his home in De Kalb County, he
was elected County Clerk in the following
November, remaining in office four years. Subsequently he was chosen Circuit Clerk and exofficio
Recorder, and was twice thereafter
re-elected in 1884 and 1888.
On the organization
of the Soldiers' and Sailors' Home at Quincy, in
1885, he was appointed by Governor Oglesby one
of the Trustees, retaining the position until his
death. In May, 1890, he was appointed by
President Harrison Assistant
United States
Treasurer at Chicago, but died in office while on
a visit with his daughter at Carthage, Mo. March
30, 1892.
General Dustin was a Mason of high
degree, and, in 1872, was chosen Right Eminent
Commander of the Grand Commandery of the
before Richmond.

—

,

State.

DWIGHT, a prosperous city in Livingston
County, 74 miles, by rail, south-southwest of Chicago, 52 miles northeast of Bloomington, and 22
miles east of Streator has two banks, two weekly
papers, six churches, five large warehouses, two
electric light plants, complete water-works system, and four hotels. The city is the center of a
;

Dwight

1830;

and

Manassas, and the

days'

district.

has attained celebrity as the location of the first
of "Keeley Institutes," founded for the cure of
the drink and morphine habit.
Population
These figures do not
(1890), 1,354; (1900), 2,015.
include the floating population,
which is
augmented by patients who receive treatment
at the "Keeley Institute."
DYER, Charles Volney, M.D., pioneer physician, was born at Clarendon, Vt., June 12, 1808;
graduated in medicine at Middlebury College, in

of Major, afterwards taking part in the battle of

great "seven
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support of the Free-Soil party
Dr.

Dyer was

of the original incorporators of the

also one
North Chicago

Street Railway Company, and his name was
prominently identified with many local benevolent enterprises.
Died, in Lake View (then a
suburb of Chicago), April 24, 1878.

EARLVILLE,
La

a city and railway junction in

Salle County, 52 miles northeast of Princeton,

at the intersecting point of the Chicago, Burling-

ton

& Quincy and

Railroads.

It is in

and stock-raising
shipping-point.

the Chicago & Northwestern
the center of an agricultural

and is an important
has seven churches, a graded

district,
It

two weekly newspapers and
manufactories of plows, wagons and carriages.
Population (1880), 963; (1890), 1,058; (1900), 1,122.
EARLY, John, legislator and Lieutenant-Governor, was born of American parentage and Irish
ancestry in Essex County, Canada West, March
school, one bank,

and accompanied his parents to CaleBoone County, 111., in 1846. His boyhood
was passed upon his father's farm, and in youth
he learned the trade (his father's) of carpenter
and joiner. In 1852 he removed to Rockford,
Winnebago County, and, in 1865, became State
Agent of the New England Mutual Life Insurance Company. Between 1863 and 1866 he held
sundry local offices, and, in 1869, was appointed
by Governor Palmer a Trustee of the State
Reform School. In 1870 he was elected State
Senator and re-elected in 1874, serving in the
Twenty-seventh, Twenty- eighth, Twenty-ninth
and Thirtieth General Assemblies. In 1873 he
was elected President pro tern, of the Senate, and,
17,

1828,

donia,

Lieut-Gov. Beveridge succeeding to the executive
he became ex-officio Lieutenant-Governor.

chair,

In 1875 he was again the Republican nominee for
the Presidency of the Senate, but >vas defeated
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by a coalition of Democrats and Independents.

He

died while a

member

of the Senate, Sept.

2,

1877.

EARTHQUAKE OF

1811.

A

series of

the

most remarkable earthquakes in the history of
the Mississippi Valley began on the night of
November 16, 1811, continuing for several months
and finally ending with the destruction of CaracWhile the
cas, Venezuela, in March following.
center of the earlier disturbance appears to have
been in the vicinity of New Madrid, in Southeastern Missouri, its minor effects were felt through
a wide extent of country, especially in the
Contemporaneous
settled portions of Illinois.
history states that, in the American Bottom, then
the most densely settled portion of Illinois, the
The walls of a
results were very perceptible.
brick house belonging to Mr. Samuel Judy, a
pioneer settler in the eastern edge of the bottom,
near Edwardsville, Madison County, were cracked
by the convulsion, the effects being seen for more
than two generations. Gov. John Reynolds, then
a young man of 23, living with his father's
family in what was called the "Goshen Settlement," near Edwardsville, in his history of "My
Own Times," says of it: "Our family were all
sleeping in a log-cabin, and my father leaped out
of bed, crying out, 'The Indians are on the house.
The battle of Tippecanoe had been recently
fought, and it was supposed the Indians would
attack the settlements. Not one in the family
knew at that time it was an earthquake. The
next morning another shock made us acquainted
with it.
The cattle came running home
bellowing with fear, and all animals were terribly
alarmed. Our house cracked and quivered so we
were fearful it would fall to the ground. In the
American Bottom many chimneys were thrown
down, and the church bell at Cahokia was
sounded by the agitation of the building. It is
said a shock of an earthquake was felt in Kaskas.

.

.

kia in 1804, but I did not perceive it." Owing to
the sparseness of the population in Illinois at that
time, but little is known of the effect of the convulsion of 1811 elsewhere, but there are numerous
"sink-holes" in Union and adjacent counties,
between the forks of the Ohio and Mississippi
Rivers, which probably owe their origin to this or
some similar disturbance. "On the Kaskaskia
River below Athens," says Governor Reynolds in
his "Pioneer History," "the water and white sand
were thrown up through a fissure of the earth."
EAST DUBUQUE, an incorporated city of Jo
Daviess County, on the east bank of the Mississippi, 17 miles (by rail) northeast of Galena.
It

connected with Dubuque, Iowa, by a railroad
and a wagon bridge two miles in length. It has
a grain elevator, a box factory, a planing mill
and manufactories of cultivators and sand drills.
is

It

has also a bank, two churches, good public
and a weekly newspaper. Population

schools

(1880), 1,037; (1890), 1,069; (1900), 1,146.

EASTOjV,

Rufus, pioneer, founder of the
was born at Litchfield, Conn.,
May 4, 1774; studied law and practiced two
years in Oneida County, N. Y. emigrated to St.
Louis in 1804, and was commissioned by President
Jefferson Judge of the Territory of Louisiana,
and also became the first Postmaster of St. Louis,
in 1808.
From 1814 to 1818 he served as Delegate
in Congress from Missouri Territory, and, on the
(Col.)

city of Alton;

;

organization of the State of Missouri (1821), was
appointed Attorney-General for the State, serving
until 1826.
His death occurred at St. Charles,
Mo., July 5, 1834. Colonel Easton's connection
with Illinois history is based chiefly upon the
fact that he was the founder of the present city
of Alton, which he laid out, in 1817, on a tract of
land of which he had obtained possession at the
mouth of the Little Piasa Creek, naming the
town for his son. Rev. Thomas Lippincott,
prominently identified with the early history of
that portion of the State, kept a store for Easton
at Milton, on Wood River, about two miles from
Alton, in the early " '20's."

EAST ST. LOUIS, a flourishing city in St. Clair
County, on the east bank of the Mississippi directly opposite St. Louis; is the terminus of
twenty-two railroads and several electric lines,
and the leading commercial and manufacturing
point in Southern Illinois. Its industries include
rolling mills, steel, brass, malleable iron and
glass works, grain elevators and flour mills,
breweries, stockyards and packing houses. The
city has eleven public and five parochial schools,
one high school, and two colleges; is well supplied with banks and has one daily and four
weekly papers. Population (1890), 15,169; (1900),
29,655; (1903, est.), 40,000.

EASTERN HOSPITAL FOR THE IXSANE.
The act

for the establishment of this institution

General Assembly in 1877. Many
inducements, by way of donations,
for the location of the new hospital, but the site
finally selected was a farm of 250 acres near Kankakee, and this was subsequently enlarged by the
purchase of 327 additional acres in 1881. Work
was begun in 1878 and the first patients received
in December, 1879. The plan of the institution
in many respects, unique.
is,
It comprises a

passed the

cities offered

!1
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general building, three stories high, capable of
to 400 patients, and a number
of detached buildings, technically termed cottages, where various classes of insane patients may

accommodating 300

be grouped and receive the particular treatment
The plans

Peoria Register," but soon after joined Benjamin
Lundy, who was preparing to revive his paper,
"The Genius of Universal Emancipation," at
Lowell, La Salle County. This scheme was
partially defeated by Lundy's early death, but,

few months' delay, Eastman, in conjuncHooper Warren, began the publication
of "The Genius of Liberty" as the successor of
Lundy 's paper, using the printing press which
Warren had used in the office of "The Commer-

best adapted to ensure their recovery.

after a

were mainly worked out from suggestions by
Frederick Howard Wines, LL.D., then Secretary
of the Board of Public Charities, and have

tion with

attracted generally favorable comment both in
The seventy-five buildthis country and abroad.
ings occupied for the various purposes of the
institution, cover a quarter-section of land laid off

with trees, plants
and presenting all the appearance of
a flourishing village with numerous small parks
The counties
adorned with walks and drives.
from which patients are received include Cook,
Champaign, Coles, Cumberland, De Witt, DougGrundy, Iroquois, Kankakee,
las, Edgar, Ford,
La Salle, Livingston, Macon, McLean, Moultrie
The whole
Piatt, Shelby, Vermilion and Will.
number of patients in 1898 was 2,200, while the
employes of all classes numbered 500.
EASTERN ILLINOIS NORMAL SCHOOL, an
in regular streets, beautified

and

flowers,

>

institution designed to qualify teachers for giving

in the public schools, located at
Charleston, Coles .County, under an act of the
Legislature passed at the session of 1895. The

instruction

act appropriated §50,000 for the erection of buildings, to which additional appropriations were

added in 1897 and 1898, of §25,000 and §50,000,
respectively, with §56,216.72 contributed by the
city of Charleston, making a total of §181,216.72.
The building was begun in 1896, the corner-stone
being laid on May 27 of that year. There was
delay in the progress of the work in consequence
of the failure of the contractors in December,
1896, but the work was resumed in 1897 and
practically completed early in 1899, with the
expectation that the institution would be opened
for the reception of students in September following.

EASTMAN, ZeMna, anti-slaver y journalist,
was born at North Amherst, Mass., Sept. 8, 1815;
became a printer's apprentice at 14, but later
spent a short time in an academy at Hadley.
Then, after a brief experience as an employe in
the office of "The Hartford Pearl," at the age of
18 he invested his patrimony of some §2,000 in
the establishment of "The Free Press" at Fayetteville, Vt.
This venture proving unsuccessful, in
1837 he came west, stopping a year or two at
Ann Arbor, Mich. In 1839 he visited Peoria by
way of Chicago, working for a time on "The
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year or so before. In
the invitation of prominent Abolitionists,
the paper was removed to Chicago, where it was
issued under the name of "The Western Citizen,"
in 1853 becoming "The Free West," and finally,
in 1856, being merged in "The Chicago Tribune."
After the suspension of "The Free West," Mr.
Eastman began the publication of "The Chicago
Magazine," a literary and historical monthly,
but it reached only its fifth number, when it was

cial Advertiser, " in Chicago, a
1842, at

discontinued for want of financial support. In
1861 he was appointed by President Lincoln

United States Consul at Bristol, England, where
he remained eight years. On his return from
Europe, he took up his residence at Elgin, later
removing to Maywood, a suburb of Chicago,
where he died, June 14, 1883. During the latter
years of his

life

Mr. Eastman contributed

articles of great

many

historical interest to the Chi-

cago press. (See Lundy, Benjamin, and Warren,
Hooper.)
EBERHART, Jolm Frederick, educator and
real-estate operator, was born in Mercer County,
Pa., Jan. 21, 1829; commenced teaching at 16
years of age, and, in 1853, graduated from Allegheny College, at Meadville, soon after becoming
Principal of Albright Seminary at Berlin, in the
same State in 1855 came west by way of Chicago,
locating at Dixon and engaging in editorial work
a year later established "The Northwestern
Home and School Journal," which he published
;

three years, in the

meantime establishing and

conducting teachers' institutes in Illinois, Iowa
and Wisconsin. In 1859 he was elected School
Commissioner of Cook County a position which
was afterwards changed to County Superintendent of Schools, and which he held ten years. Mr.
Eberhart was largely instrumental in the establishment of the Cook County Normal School.
Since retiring from office he has been engaged in

—

the real-estate business in Chicago.

ECKHART, Bernard

A.,

manufacturer and

President of the Chicago Drainage Board, was

born in Alsace, France (now Germany), brought
America in infancy and reared on a farm in

to
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Vernon County, Wis. was educated at Milwaukee, and, in 1868, became clerk in the office of the
;

Company of that city, afterwards
Eastern agent in various seaboard
cities.
He finally established an extensive milling business in Chicago, in which he is now
engaged. In 1884 he served as a delegate to the
National Waterway Convention at St. Paul and,
in 1886, was elected to the State Senate, serving
four years and taking a prominent part in drafting the Sanitary Drainage Bill passed by the
Thirty -sixth General Assembly. He has also been
prominent in connection with various financial
institutions, and, in 1891, was elected one of the
Trustees of the Sanitary District of Chicago, was
re-elected in 1895 and chosen President of the
Board for the following year, and re-elected PresEagle Milling

serving as

its

ident in December, 1898.

EDBROOKE,

Willoughby J., Supervising
was born at Deerfield, Lake County,
111. Sept. 3, 1843
brought up to the architectural
profession by his father and under the instruction
of
Chicago architects. During Mayor
Architect,
,

;

Roche's administration he held the position of
Commissioner of Public Works, and, in April,
1891, was appointed Supervising Architect of the
Treasury Department at Washington, in that
capacity supervising the construction of Government buildings at the World's Columbian Exposition.
Died, in Chicago, March 26, 1896.
EDDY, Henry, pioneer lawyer and editor,
was born in Vermont, in 1798, reared in New
York, learned the printer's trade at Pittsburg,
served in the War of 1812, and was wounded in
the battle of Black Rock, near Buffalo came to
;

Shawneetown, 111., in 1818, where he edited "The
Illinois Emigrant," the earliest paper in that
part of the State was a Presidential Elector in
1824, a Representative in the Second and Fifteenth General Assemblies, and elected a Circuit
Judge in 1835, but resigned a few weeks later.
He was a Whig in politics. Usher F. Linder, in
his "Reminiscences of the Early Bench and Bar
of Illinois," says of Mr. Eddy: "When he
addressed the court, he elicited the most profound
attention.
He was a sort of walking law library.
He never forgot anything that he ever knew,
whether law, poetry or belles lettres." Died,
June 29, 1849.
EDDY, Thomas Mears, clergyman and author,
was born in Hamilton County, Ohio, Sept. 7,
1823; educated at Greensborough, Ind., and, from
1842 to 1853, was a Methodist circuit preacher
in that State, becoming Agent of the American
Bible Society the latter year, and Presiding
;

Elder of the Indianapolis district until 1856,

when

he was appointed editor of "The Northwestern
Christian Advocate," in Chicago, retiring from
that position in 1868. Later, he held pastorates
in Baltimore and Washington, and was chosen
one of the Corresponding Secretaries of the Missionary Society by the General Conference of
1872.
Dr. Eddy was a copious writer for the
press, and, besides occasional sermons, published

two volumes

of reminiscences and personal
sketches of prominent Illinoisans in the War of
the Rebellion under the title of "Patriotism of
Illinois" (1865).
Died, in New York City, Oct.
7,

1874.

EDGAR, John,

early settler at Kaskaskia, was
born in Ireland and, during the American Revolution, served as an officer in the British navy,
but married an American woman of great force
of character who sympathized strongly with the
patriot cause.
Having become involved in the
desertion of three British soldiers whom his wife
had promised to assist in reaching the American
camp, he was compelled to flee. A fter remaining
for a while in the American army, during which
he became the friend of General La Fayette, he
sought safety by coming west, arriving at Kaskaskia in 1784. His property was confiscated, but
his wife succeeded in saving some- §12,000 from
the wreck, with which she joined him two years
later.

He engaged

in business

and became an

being credited, during
Territorial days, with the ownership of nearly
50,000 acres situated in Randolph, Monroe, St.
Clair, Madison, Clinton, Washington, Perry and
Jackson Counties, and long known as the "Edgar
lands." He also purchased and rebuilt a mill
near Kaskaskia which had belonged to a Frenchman named Paget, and became a large shipper of
flour at an early day to the Southern markets.
extensive

land-owner,

When

St. Clair County was organized, in 1790, he
was appointed one of the Judges of the Common
Pleas Court, and so appears to have continued
On the
for more than a quarter of a century.

establishment of a Territorial Legislature for the
Northwest Territory, he was chosen, in 1799, one
of the members for St. Clair County the Legislature holding its session at Chillicothe, in the
present State of Ohio, under the administration
of Governor St. Clair. He was also appointed a
Major-General of militia, retaining the office for
many years. General and Mrs. Edgar were
leaders of society at the old Territorial capital,
and, on the visit of La Fayette to Kaskaskia in
1825, a reception was given at their house to the
distinguished Frenchman, whose acquaintance

—
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they had made more than forty years before. He
died at Kaskaskia, in 1832. Edgar County, in the
eastern part of the State, was named in honor of
General Edgar. He was Worshipful Master of
the first Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted
Masons in Illinois, constituted at Kaskaskia in

tice of

1806.

occurred, June

EDGAR COUNTY,

one of the middle

Kaskaskia. It contains 630 square miles, with
The county is
a population (1900) of 28,273.
nearly square, well watered and wooded. Most
of the acreage is under cultivation, grain-growing
and stock-raising being the principal industries.
Generally, the soil is black to a considerable
depth, though at some points especially adjoin-

—

ing the timber lands in the east the soft, brown
clay of the subsoil comes to the surface. Beds of
the drift period, one hundred feet deep, are found
in the northern portion, and some twenty-five
years ago a nearly perfect skeleton of a mastodon
was exhumed. A bed of limestone, twenty-five
feet thick, crops out near Baldwinsville and runs
along Brouillet's creek to the State line. Paris, the
county-seat,

a railroad center, and has a popuVermilion and Dudley are
shipping points, while Chrisman,
is

lation of over 6,000.

prominent

which was an unbroken prairie in 1872, was
credited with a population of 900 in 1900.
EDINBURG, a village of Christian County, on
the Baltimore & Ohio Southwestern Railway, 18
miles southeast of Springfield; has two banks
and one newspaper. The region is agricultural,
though some coal is mined here.
Population
(1880), 551; (1890), 806; (1900), 1,071.

EDS ALL, James

Kirtland, former Attorney
Windham, Greene County,
N. Y., May 10, 1831. After passing through the
common-schools, he attended an academy at
Prattsville, N.Y., supporting himself meanwhile,
by working upon a farm. He read law at Prattsville and Catskill, and was admitted to the bar at
Albany in 1852. The next two years he spent in
Wisconsin and Minnesota, and, in 1854, removed
to Leavenworth, Kan.
He was elected to the
General,

was born

at

,

Legislature of that State in 1855, being a member
of the Topeka (free-soil) body when it was broken

up by United States troops

in 1856.
In August,
he settled at Dixon, 111., and at once
engaged in practice. In 1863 he was elected
1856,

Mayor of that

city, and, in 1870, was chosen State
Senator, serving on the Committees on Munic-

ipalities

and Judiciary

in the

General Assembly. In 1872 he was elected
Attorney-General on the Republican ticket and
re-elected

in

1876.

At the expiration

of

his

second term he took up his residence in Chicago,
where he afterwards devoted himself to the prachis profession,

until

his

death,

which

20, 1892.

tier of

counties from north to south, lying on the eastern border of the State; was organized in 1823,
and named for General Edgar, an early citizen of

—
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Twenty -seventh

EDUCATION.
The first step in the direction of the establishment of a system of free schools for the region
now comprised within the State of Illinois was
taken in the enactment by Congress, on May 20,
1785, of "An Ordinance for Ascertaining the

mode

of disposing of lands in the

Western

Terri-

This applied specifically to the region
northwest of the Ohio River, which had been
acquired through the conquest of the "Illinois
Country" by Col. George Rogers Clark, acting
under the auspices of the State of Virginia and
by authority received from its Governor, the
patriotic Patrick Henry.
This act for the first
time established the present system of township
(or as it was then called, "rectangular") surveys,
devised by Capt. Thomas Hutchins, who became
the first Surveyor-General (or "Geographer," as
the office was styled) of the United States under
the same act. Its important feature, in this connection, was the provision "that there shall be
reserved the lot No. 16 of every township, for the
maintenance of public schools within the township. "
The same reservation (the term "section"
being substituted for "lot" in the act of May 18,
1796) was made in all subsequent acts for the sale
of public lands the acts of July 23, 1787, and
June 20, 1788, declaring that "the lot No. 16 in
each township, or fractional part of a township,"
shall be "given perpetually for the purpose contained in said ordinance" (i. e., the act of 1785).
The next step was taken in the Ordinance of 1787
(Art. III.), in the declaration that, "religion,
morality and knowledge being necessary for the
happiness of mankind, schools and the means of
education shall forever be encouraged." The
reservation referred to in the act of 1785 (and
subsequent acts) was reiterated in the "enabling
act" passed by Congress, April 18, 1818, authorizing the people of Illinois Territory to organize a
State Government, and was formally accepted by
the Convention which formed the first State
Constitution. The enabling act also set apart one
entire township (in addition to one previously
donated for the same purpose by act of Congress
in 1804) for the use of a seminary of learning,
tory."

—
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together with three per cent of the net proceeds
of the sales of public lands within the State, "to
be appropriated by the Legislature of the State
for the encouragement of learning, of which onesixth part*' (or one-half of one per cent) "shall
be exclusively bestowed on a college or university." Thus, the plan for the establishment of a

system of free public education in
inception in the

the Northwest

Illinois

had

its

steps for the organization of
Territory, was recognized in the
first

Ordinance of 1787 which reserved that Territory
forever to freedom, and was again reiterated in
the preliminary steps for the organization of the
State Government. These several acts became
the basis of that permanent provision for the
encouragement of education known as the "township," "seminary" and "college or university"
funds.

Early Schools. — Previous to this, however, a
beginning had been made in the attempt to establish schools for

the benefit of the children of the

One John Seeley is said to have taught
the first American school within the territory of
Illinois, in a log-cabin in Monroe County, in 1783,
followed by others in the next twenty years in
pioneers.

and Madison Counwas Francis
Clark, who, in turn, was followed by a man
Monroe, Randolph,

ties.

St. Clair

Seeley's earliest

successor

named Halfpenny, who afterwards built a mill
near the present town of Waterloo in Monroe
County.

Among

the teachers of a

still

later period

were John Boyle, a soldier in Col. George Rogers
Clark's army, who taught in Randolph County
between 1790 and 1800; John Atwater, near
Edwardsville, in 1807, and John Messinger, a surveyor,

who was

a

member

of the Constitutional

Convention of 1818 and Speaker of the first House
of Representatives. The latter taught in the
vicinity of Shiloh in St. Clair County, afterwards
the site of Rev. John M. Peck's Rock Spring
Seminary. The schools which existed during
this period, and for many years after the organization of the State Government, were necessarily
few, widely scattered and of a very primitive
character,

receiving their

support entirely by

subscription from their patrons.

First Free School Law and Sales of
School Lands. — It has been stated that the first
free school in tbe State was established at Upper
is good reason for believing this claim was based upon the power granted
by the Legislature, in an act passed that year, to

Alton, in 1821, but there

establish such schools there,

which power was

never carried into effect. The first attempt to
establish a free-school system for the whole State

was made

in January, 1825, in the passage of a
introduced by Joseph Duncan, afterwards a
Congressman and Governor of the State. It
nominally appropriated two dollars out of each one
hundred dollars received in the State Treasury,
to be distributed to' those who had paid taxes or
subscriptions for the support of schools.
So
small was the aggregate revenue of the State at
that time (only a little over §60,000), that the
sum realized from this law would have been but
little more than §1,000 per year.
It remained
practically a dead letter and was repealed in 1829,
when the State inaugurated the policy of selling
the seminary lands and borrowing the proceeds
for the payment of current expenses.
In this
way 43,200 acres (or all but four and a half sections) of the seminary lands were disposed of,

bill

realizing less than §60,000. The first sale of
township school lands took place in Greene
County in 1831, and, two years later, the greater

part of the school section in the heart of the
present city of Chicago was sold, producing

about §39,000. The average rate at which these
were made, up to 1882, was §3.78 per acre

sales

>

That
the minimum, 70 cents per acre.
these lands have, in very few instances, produced
the results expected of them, was not so much
the fault of the system as of those selected to
administer it whose bad judgment in premature

and

—

whose complicity with the schemes of
speculators, were the means, in many cases, of
squandering what might otherwise have furnished
sales, or

support of public
Mr. W. L.
Pillsbury, at present Secretary of the University
of Illinois, in a paper printed in the report of tbe
State Superintendent of Public Instruction for
1885-86 to which the writer is indebted for many
of the facts presented in this article gives to
Chicago the credit of establishing the first free
schools in the State in 1834, while Alton followed
in 1837, and Springfield and Jacksonville in 1840.
Early Higher Institutions. A movement
looking to the establishment of a higher institution of learning in Indiana Territory (of which
Illinois then formed a part), was inaugurated by
the passage, through the Territorial Legislature at
Vincennes, in November, 1806, of an act incorporating the University of Indiana Territory to be
located at Vincennes. One provision of the act
authorized the raising of §20,000 for the institution by means of a lottery.
A Board of Trustees
was promptly organized, with Gen. William
Henry Harrison, then the Territorial Governor,
at its head but, beyond the erection of a building,

a liberal

provision for the

schools in

many sections

of the State.

—

—

—

;
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Twenty-one years
attempt to found
an advanced school was made by the indomitable
Rev. John M. Peck, resulting in the establishment of his Theological Seminary and High
School at Rock Springs, St. Clair County, which,
in 1831, became the nucleus of Shurtleff College at
Upper Alton. In like manner, Lebanon Seminary, established in 1828, two years later
expanded into McKendree College, while instruction began to be given at Illinois College, Jacksonville, in December, 1829, as the outcome of a
movement started by a band of young men at
Yale College in 1827 these several institutions
being formally incorporated by the same act of
little

progress

was made.

later (1827) the first successful

—

the Legislature, passed in 1835.
these Institutions.)

(See sketches of

—

Educational Conventions. In 1833 there
was held at Vandalia (then the State capital) the
first of a series of educational conventions, which
were continued somewhat irregularly for twenty
years, and whose history is remarkable for the
number of those participating in them who afterwards gained distinction in State and National
At first these conventions were held at
history.
the State capital during the sessions of the GenAssembly, when the chief actors in them
were members of that body and State officers,
with a few other friends of education from the
ranks of professional or business men. At the
eral

convention of 1833,
pating, the

names

we

find,

among

those partici-

of Sidney Breese, afterwards a

United States Senator and Justice of the Supreme
Court; Judge S. D. Lockwood, then of the Supreme
Court; W. L. D. Ewing, afterwards acting Governor and United States Senator; O. H. Browning,
afterwards United States Senator and Secretary
of the Interior; James Hall and John Russell,
the most notable writers in the State in their day,
besides Dr. J. M. Peck, Archibald Williams,
Benjamin Mills, Jesse B. Thomas, Henry Eddy
and others, all prominent in their several departments. In a second convention at the same
place, nearly

two years

later,

Abraham

Lincoln,

Stephen A. Douglas and Col. John J. Hardin
were participants. At Springfield, in 1840, professional and literary men began to take a more
prominent part, although the members of the
Legislature were present in considerable force.
held at Peoria, in 1844, was made
up largely of professional teachers and school

A convention

with a few citizens of local prominence
and the same may be said of those held at Jacksonville in 1845, and later at Chicago and other
points.
Various attempts were made to form
officers,
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permanent educational societies, finally resulting, in December, 1854, in the organization of the
"State Teachers' Institute," which, three years
took the name of the "State Teachers'
Association" though an association of the same
name was organized in 1836 and continued in
later,

—

existence several years.

State Superintendent and School Jour-

—

nals. The appointment of a State Superintendent of Public Instruction began to be agitated as

and was urged from time to time in
memorials and resolutions by educational conventions, by the educational press, and in the State
early as 1837,

Legislature

;

but

it

was not

until February, 1854,

that an act was passed creating the office, when
the Hon. Ninian W. Edwards was appointed by
Gov. Joel A. Matteson, continuing in office until
his successor

was elected

in 1856.

"The Common

School Advocate" was published for a year at
Jacksonville, beginning with January, 1837; in
1841 "The Illinois Common School Advocate"
began publication at Springfield, but was discontinued after the issue of a few numbers. In 1855
was established "The Illinois Teacher." This
was merged, in 1873, in "The Illinois Schoolmaster," which became the organ of the State
Teachers' Association, so remaining several years.
The State Teachers' Association has no official
organ now, but the "Public School Journal" is
the chief educational publication of the State.
Industrial Education. In 1851 was instituted a movement which, although obstructed for
some time by partisan opposition, has been
followed by more far-reaching results, for the
country at large, than any single measure in the
history of education since the act of 1785 setting
apart one section in each township for the support
of public schools. This was the scheme formulated by the late Prof. Jonathan B. Turner, of
Jacksonville, for a system of practical scientific
education for the agricultural, mechanical and
other industrial classes, at a Farmers' Convention
held under the auspices of the Buel Institute (an
Agricultural Society), at Granville, Putnam
County, Nov. 18, 1851. While proposing a plan
for a "State University" for Illinois, it also advocated, from the outset, a "University for the
industrial classes in each of the States," by way
of supplementing the work which a "National
Institute of Science," such as the Smithsonian
Institute at Washington, was expected to accomplish.
The proposition attracted the attention
of persons interested in the cause of industrial
education in other States, especially in New
York and some of the New England States, and

—
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received their hearty endorsement and cooperThe Granville meeting was followed by a
ation.
series of similar conventions held at Springfield,

June

8,

Jan.

4,

1852; Chicago, Nov. 24, 1852; Springfield,
1853, and Springfield, Jan. 1, 1855, at

which the scheme was still further elaborated.
At the Springfield meeting of January, 1852, an
organization was formed under the title of the
"Industrial League of the State of Illinois," with
a view to disseminating information, securing
more thorough organization on the part of friends
of the measure, and the employment of lecturers
to address the people of the State on the subject.
At the same time, it was resolved that "this Convention memorialize Congress for the purpose of

obtaining a grant of public lands to establish and
endow industrial institutions in each and every
State in the Union." It is worthy of note that
this resolution contains the central idea of the
act passed by Congress nearly ten years afterward, making appropriations of public lands for
the

establishment

and support of industrial
which act received

colleges in the several States,

the approval of President Lincoln, July 2, 1862
a similar measure having been vetoed by President Buchanan in February, 1859. The State
was extensively canvassed by Professor Turner,
Mr. Bronson Murray (now of New York), the late
Dr. R. C. Rutherford and others, in behalf of the
objects of the League, and the Legislature, at its
session of 1853, by unanimous vote in both houses,
adopted the resolutions commending the measure
and instructing the United States Senators from
Illinois, and requesting its Representatives, to
give it their support. Though not specifically
contemplated at the outset of the movement, the
Convention at Springfield, in January, 1855, proposed, as a part of the scheme, the establishment
of a "Teachers' Seminary or Normal School
Department," which took form in the act passed
at the session of 1857, for the establishment of
the State Normal School at Normal. Although
delayed, as already stated, the advocates of industrial education in Illinois, aided by those of other
States,

finally

triumphed in

18(52.

The lands

received by the State as the result of this act
amounted to 480,000 acres, besides subsequent donations. (See University of Illinois; also Turner,

Jonathan Baldwin.) On the foundation thus
furnished was established, by act of the Legislature in 1867, the "Illinois Industrial University"
now the University of Illinois at Champaign,

—

—

more than forty similar institutions in as many States and Territories, based
upon the same general act of Congress.
to say nothing of

Free-School System.

—While

there

may

be

said to have been a sort of free-school system in

existence in Illinois previous to 1855, it was
limited to a few fortunate districts possessing

funds derived from the sale of school-lands situated within their respective limits. The system
free schools, as it now exists, based upon
general taxation for the creation of a permanent
school fund, had its origin in the act of that
year. As already shown, the office of State
Superintendent of Public Instruction had been
created by act of the Legislature in February,
1854, and the act of 1855 was but a natural corollary of the previous measure, giving to the people
a uniform system, as the earlier one had provided
an official for its administration. Since then
there have been many amendments of the school
law, but these have been generally in the direction of securing greater efficiency, but without departure from the principle of securing
to all the children of the State the equal
privileges of a common-school education.
The
development of the system began practically
about 1857, and, in the next quarter of a
century, the laws on the subject had grown
into a considerable volume, while the numberless decisions, emanating from the office of the
State Superintendent in construction of these
laws, made up a volume of still larger proportions.
The following comparative table of school
statistics, for 1860 and 1896, compiled from the
Reports of the State Superintendent of Public
Instruction, will illustrate the growth of the

of

system in some of

its

more important
I860.

Population
No. of Persons of School Age (between 6 and 21)
No. of Pupils enrolled
"
School Districts
Public Schools....:

Graded
"
•'

"

(est.) 4,250,000

*549.604
*472.247
8,956
9,162
294

1,384.367

Public High Schools
School Houses built during

received

Funds

of

•

8,221
8,223
6,485

11,615

12,623
1,887

267
12,632
7,057
18,359

14,708

25,416

$180.00

* 300.00

75.00

280.00

8.00

14.00

4.00

10.00

28.82

57.76

18.80

29,264

50.63
2,619
139,969

$73,450.38

$65,583.63

500

Income from Township
322,852.00

*Only white children were included lu these
1S60.

898,619

272
557

Whole No.

Amount

1896.

1,711,951

the year.
of School Houses
No. of Male Teachers
Female Teachers
Whole No. of Teachers in Public
Schools
Highest Monthly Wages paid Male
Teachers
paid
Highest Monthly Wages
Female Teachers
Lowest Monthly Wages paid Male
Teachers
paid
Lowest
Monthly Wages
Female Teachers
Average Monthly Wages paid Male
Teachers
Average Monthly Wages paid
Female Teachers
No. of Private Schools
No. of Pupils in Private Schools...
Interest on State and County Funds

features:

889.614.2tl

statistics for
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I860.

Amount received from

State Tax..
Special Dis-

690,000.00

$ 1,000 ,000.00

1,265,137.00

13,133,809.61

2,193,455.00

1,542,211.00

15,607,172.50
2,772,829.32
7.186,105.67
9,958,934.99

348,728.00

1,873,757.25

paid for School Furniture.
"
"
"
Apparatus
" Books for Dis"

24,837.00
8,563.00

1,070,755.09
154,836.64
164,298.92

trict Libraries
Total Expenditures
Estimated value of School Property
" Libraries..
"
"
" Apparatus

30.124 00
2.259,868.00
13,304,892.00

"

"

"

trict

Taxes

Amount

received from

$

Bonds dur-

Ingtheyear

517,960.93

Total Amount received during the
year by School Districts
Amount paid Male Teachers

Female "
Whole amount paid Teachers ....
Amount paid for new School
Houses
Amount paid for repairs and im"

provements

Amount
"
"

13,664.97
14,614,627.31
42.J80.267.00
377,819.00
607,389.00

The sums annually disbursed for incidental
expenses on account of superintendence and the
cost of maintaining the higher institutions established, and partially or wholly supported by the
State, increase the total expenditures by some
§600,000 per annum.
These higher institutions
include the Illinois State Normal University at
Normal, the Southern Illinois Normal at Carbonand the University of Illinois at Urbana to
which were added by the Legislature, at its session of 1895, the Eastern Illinois Normal School,
afterwards established at Charleston, and the
Northern Illinois Normal at De Kalb. These
institutions, although under supervision of the
dale

;

by tuition fees. (See
under their
several titles.) The normal schools as their
names indicate are primarily designed for the
training of teachers, although other classes of
pupils are admitted under certain conditions,
including the payment of tuition. At the University of Illinois instruction is given in the classics, the sciences, agriculture and the mechanic
State, are partly supported

description

of

these

institutions

—

—

In addition to these the State supports four
other institutions of an educational rather than a
custodial character viz. the Institution for the

arts.

—

:

Education of the Deaf and

Dumb and

the Instithe Asylum
for the Feeble-Minded at Lincoln, and the Soldiers' Orphans' Home at Normal.
The estimated
value of the property connected with these
several institutions, in addition to the value of
school property given in the preceding table, will
increase the total (exclusive of permanent funds)
tution for the Blind, at Jacksonville

to 847,155,374.95, of

which

;

§4,375,107.95 repre-

sents property belonging to the institutions above

mentioned.

Powers and Duties of Superintendents
and Other School Officers.— Each county
elects a County Superintendent of Schools, whose
duty

it is

conduct teachers' instiwith teachers and school officers and

to visit schools,

tutes, advise

instruct

them
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in their respective duties,

conduct

persons desiring to become
teachers, and exercise general supervision over
school affairs within his county. The subordi-

examinations of

nate officers are Township Trustees, a Township
and a Board of District Directors Grin place of the latter in cities and villages Boards
of Education. The two last named Boards have
power to employ teachers and, generally, to supervise the management of schools in districts.
The
State Superintendent is entrusted with general
supervision of the common-school system of the
State, and it is his duty to advise and assist
County Superintendents, to visit State Charitable
Treasurer,

—

institutions, to issue official circulars to teachers,

school officers and others in regard to their rights
and duties under the general school code; to
decide controverted questions of school law, coming to him by appeal from County Superintendents and others, and to make full and detailed
of his office to the
Governor, biennially. He is also made ex-officio
a member of the Board of Trustees of the University of Illinois and of the several Normal Schools,
and is empowered to grant certificates of two
different grades to teachers the higher grade to
be valid during the lifetime of the holder, and
the lower for two years. Certificates granted by
County Superintendents are also of two grades
and have a tenure of one and two years, respectively, in the county where given. The conditions
for securing a certificate of the first (or twoyears') grade, require that the candidate shall be
of good moral character and qualified to teach
orthography, reading in English, penmanship,
arithmetic, modern geography, English grammar,
the elements of the natural sciences, the history
of the United States, 'physiology and the laws of
health. The second grade (or one-year) certificate calls for examination in the branches just
enumerated, except the natural sciences, physiology and laws of health but teachers employed
exclusively in giving instruction in music, drawing, penmanship or other special branches, may
take examinations in these branches alone, but
are restricted, in teaching, to those in which they
have been examined.
County Boards are
empowered to establish County Normal Schools
for the education of teachers for the common
schools, and the management of such normal
schools is placed in the hands of a County Board
of Education, to consist of not less than five nor
more than eight persons, of whom the Chairman
of the County Board and the County Superintendent of Schools shall be ex-officio members.

reports of the operations

—

;

—

i
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Boards of Education and Directors

may

establish

kindergartens (when authorized to do so by vote
of a majority of the voters of their districts) for
children between the ages of four and six years,
but the cost of supporting the same must be
,

,.

defrayed by a special tax.— A compulsory provision of the School Law requires that each child,
between the ages of seven and fourteen years,
shall be sent to school at least sixteen weeks of
each year, unless otherwise instructed in the
elementary branches, or disqualified by physical
or mental disability. Under the provisions of an
act, passed in 1891, women are made eligible to
any office created by the general or special school
laws of the State, when twenty-one years of age
or upwards, and otherwise possessing the same
qualifications for the office as are prescribed for
(For list of incumbents in the office of
men.
State Superintendent, see Superintendents of

—

Public Instruction.

EDWARDS,
and

editor,

Arthur, D.D., clergyman, soldier
at Norwalk, Ohio, Nov. 23,

was born

and the Wesleyan University of Ohio, graduating from the
latter in 1858 entered the Detroit Conference of
the Methodist Episcopal Church the same year,
was ordained in 1860 and, from 1861 until after
the battle of Gettysburg, served as Chaplain of
the First Michigan Cavalry, when he resigned to
accept the colonelcy of a cavalry regiment. In
1864, he was elected assistant editor of "The
Northwestern Christian Advocate" at Chicago,
1834; educated at Albion, Mich.,

;

'

retirement of Dr. Eddy in 1872,
became Editor-in-chief, being re-elected every
four years thereafter to the present time. He
has also been a member of each General Conference since 1872, was a member of the Ecumenical
Conference at London in 1881, and has held other
positions of prominence within the church.
EDWARDS, Cyrus, pioneer lawyer, was born
in Montgomery County, Md., Jan. 17, 1793; at the
age of seven accompanied his parents to Kentucky, where he received his primary education,
and studied law was admitted to the bar at Kaskaskia, 111., in 1815, Ninian Edwards (of whom he
was the youngest brother) being then Territorial
Governor. During the next fourteen years he
resided alternately in Missouri and Kentucky,
and, in 1829, took up his residence at EdwardsOwing to impaired health he decided to
ville.
abandon his profession and engage in general
business, later becoming a resident of Upper
Alton. In 1832 he was elected to the lower house
of the Legislature as a Whig, and again, in 1840
and '60, the last time as a Republican was State

and, on the

;

;

Senator from 1835 to "39, and was also the Whig
candidate for Governor, in 1838, in opposition to
Thomas Carlin (Democrat), who was elected. He
served in the Black Hawk War, was a member of
the Constitutional Convention of 1847, and especially interested in education and in public charities,

being,

for

thirty-five years, a

Trustee of

which he was a most
munificent benefactor, and which conferred on
him the degree of LL.D. in 1852. Died at Upper
Shurtleff

College,

to

Alton, September, 1877.

EDWARDS, Ninian, Territorial Governor and
United States Senator, was born in Montgomery
County, Md., March 17, 1775; for a time had the
celebrated William Wirt as a tutor, completing
his course at Dickinson College.
At the age of 19
he emigrated to Kentucky, where, after squandering considerable money, he studied law and, step
by step, rose to be Chief Justice of the Court of
Appeals. In 1809 President Madison appointed
him the first Territorial Governor of Illinois.
This office he held until the admission of Illinois
as a State in 1818, when he was elected United
Sates Senator and re-elected on the completion of
In 1826 he was elected
his first (the short) term.
Governor of the State, his successful administration terminating in 1830. In 1832 he became a
candidate for Congress, but was defeated by
Charles Slade. He was able, magnanimous and
incorruptible, although charged with aristocratic
tendencies which were largely hereditary. Died,
at his home at Belleville, on July 20, 1833, of
cholera, the disease having been contracted
through self-sacrificing efforts to assist sufferers
from the epidemic. His demise cast a gloom
over the entire State. Two valuable volumes
bearing upon State history, comprising his correspondence with many public men of his time,
have been published the first under the title of
"History of Illinois and Life of Ninian Edwards,"
by his son, the late Ninian Wirt Edwards, and
the other "The Edwards Papers," edited by the
late Elihu B. Washburne, and printed under the
auspices of the Chicago Historical Society.
Ninian Wirt (Edwards), son of Gov. Ninian
Edwards, was born at Frankfort, Ky., April 15,
;

1809,

year his

the

Governor of

Illinois

father
;

became

Territorial

spent his boyhood at Kas-

kaskia, Edwardsville and Belleville, and was
educated at Transylvania University, graduating
in 1833. He married Elizabeth P. Todd, a sister
of Mrs. Abraham Lincoln, was appointed Attorney-General in 1834, but resigned in 1835, when
he removed to Springfield. In 1836 he was

elected

to

the

Legislature

from

Sangamon
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County, as the colleague of Abraham Lincoln,
being one of the celebrated "Long Nine,"' and
was influential in securing the removal of the
State capital to Springfield. He was re-elected
House in 1838, to the State Senate in 1844,

to the

and again to the House in 1848; was also a member of the Constitutional Convention of 1847.
Again, in 1850, he was elected to the House, but
resigned on account of his change of politics
from Whig to Democratic, and, in the election to
fill the vacancy, was defeated by James C. Conk-

He served as Superintendent of Public
Instruction by appointment of Governor Matteson, 1854-57, and, in 1861, was appointed by
ling.

President Lincoln, Captain Commissary of Subwhich position he filled until June, 1865,
He
since which time he remained in private life.
sistence,

the author of the "Life and Times of Ninian
(1870), which was prepared at the
request of the State Historical Society. Died, at
is

Edwards"

Springfield, Sept.

2,

1889.

Benjamin Stevenson

(Edwards), lawyer and jurist, another son of Gov.
Ninian Edwards, was born at Edwardsville, 111.,
June 3, 1818, graduated from Yale College in
1838, and was admitted to the bar the following
Originally a Whig, he subsequently
year.
became a Democrat, was a Delegate to the Constitutional Convention of 1862, and, in 1868, was
an unsuccessful candidate for Congress in opposition to Shelby M. Cullom.
In 1869 he was elected

Judge of the Springfield Circuit, but
within eighteen months resigned the position,
preferring the excitement and emoluments of
private practice to the dignity and scanty salary
attaching to the bench. As a lawyer and as a
Circuit

citizen
his

he was universally respected.

home

in Springfield, Feb.

4,

Died, at

1886, at the

of his decease being President of

time

the Illinois

State Bar Association.

EDWARDS, Richard, educator, ex-Superintendent of Public Instruction, was born in Cardiganshire, Wales, Dec. 23, 1822; emigrated with
his parents to Portage County, Ohio, and began
life on a farm; later graduated at the State
Normal School, Bridgewater, Mass., and from
the Polytechnic Institute at Troy, N. Y., receiving the degrees of Bachelor of Science and Civil
Engineer served for a time as a civil engineer
on the Boston water works, then beginning a
career as a teacher which continued almost uninterruptedly for thirty-five years.
During this
period he was connected with the Normal School
at Bridgewater a Boys' High School at Salem,
and the State Normal at the same place, coming
west in 1857 to establish the Normal School at St.
;

;
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still later becoming Principal of the
Louis High School, and, in 1862, accepting the
Presidency of the State Normal University, at
Normal, 111. It was here where Dr. Edwards,
remaining fourteen years, accomplished his
greatest work and left his deepest impress upon
the educational system of the State by personal
contact with its teachers. The next nine years
were spent as pastor of the First Congregational
church at Princeton, when, after eighteen
months in the service of Knox College as Financial Agent, he was again called, in 1886, to a
closer connection with the educational field by
his election to the office of State Superintendent
of Public Instruction, serving until 1891, when,
having failed of a re-election, he soon after
assumed the Presidency of Blackburn University
Failing health, however, comat Carlinville.
pelled his retirement a year later, when he
removed to Bloomington, which is now (1898)

Louis, Mo.

,

St.

his place of residence.

EDWARDS

COUNTY, situated in the southeastern part of the State, between Richland and
and Wabash and
and touching the
Ohio River on its southeastern border. It was
separated from Gallatin County in 1814, during
the Territorial period. Its territory was diminished in 1824 by the carving out of Wabash
County. The surface is diversified by prairie
and timber, the soil fertile and well adapted to
the raising of both wheat and corn. The principal streams, besides the Ohio, are Bonpas Creek,
on the east, and the Little Wabash River on the
Palmyra (a place no longer on the map)
west.
was the seat for holding the first county court,
in 1815, John Mcintosh, Seth Gard and William
Barney being the Judges. Albion, the present
county-seat (population, 937), was laid out by
Morris Birkbeck and George Flower (emigrants
from England), in 1819, and settled largely by
their countrymen, but not incorporated until
1860.
The area of the county is 220 square
miles, and population, in 1900, 10,345. Grayville,
with a population of 2,000 in 1890, is partly in
this county, though mostly in White.
Edwards
County was named in honor of Ninian Edwards,
the Territorial Governor of Illinois.
EDWARDSVILLE, the county-seat of Madison
County, settled in 1812 and named in honor of
Territorial Governor Ninian Edwards
is on four
lines of railway and contiguous to two others, 18
miles northeast of St. Louis. Edwardsville was
the home of some of the most prominent men in
the history of the State, including Governors Ed-

White on the north and
Wayne on the east and

south,

west,

;
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It has pressed and
wards, Coles, and others.
shale brickyards, coal mines, flour mills, machine
shops, banks, electric street railway, water-works,
In a suburb of the city
schools, and churches.
(LeClaire) is a cooperative manufactory of sanitary supplies, using large shops and doing a large
business.
Edwardsville has three newspapers,
one issued semi-weekly. Population (1890), 3,561

with suburb (estimated), 5,000.
EFFINGH AM, an incorporated ci ty, the countyseat of Effingham County, 9 miles northeast from
St. Louis and 199 southwest of Chicago has four
papers, creamery, milk condensory, and ice fac(1900), 4,157;

;

tory.

Population

(1890), 3,260; (1900), 3,774.

EFFINGHAM COUNTY,

cut off from Fayette
(and separately organized) in 1831 named for
Gen. Edward Effingham. It is situated in the
central portion of the State, 62 miles northeast of
St. Louis has an area of 490 square miles and a
population (1900) of 20,465. T. M. Short, I. Fanchon
and William I. Hawkins were the first County
Commissioners. Effingham, the county-seat, was

—

;

platted by Messrs. Alexander and Little in 1854.
Messrs. Gillenwater,

among the
way cross

Hawkins and Brown were

Several lines of railthe county. Agriculture and sheepraising are leading industries, wool being one of
the principal products.
EGAN, William Bradshaw, M.D., pioneer physican, was born in Ireland, Sept. 28, 1808; spent
some time during his youth in the study of surgery in England, later attending lectures at Dublin.
About 1828 he went to Canada, taught for
a time in the schools of Quebec and Montreal
and, in 1830, was licensed by the Medical Board
of New Jersey and began practice at Newark in
that State, later practicing in New York. In
1833 he removed to Chicago and was early recognized as a prominent physician; on July 4, 1836,
delivered the address at the breaking of ground
for the Illinois & Michigan Canal.
During the
early years of his residence in Chicago, Dr. Egan
was owner of the block on which the Tremont
House stands, and erected a number of houses
there.
He was a zealous Democrat and a delegate
to the first Convention of that party, held at
earliest settlers.

Joliet in 1843;

was elected County Recorder

in

1844 and Representative in the Eighteenth GenDied, Oct. 27, 1860.
eral Assembly (1853-54).
ELBURN, a village of Kane County, on the

Chicago

&

of Geneva.

Northwestern Railway, 8 miles west
It has banks and a weekly news-

Population (1890), 584; (1900), 606.
a town in Saline County, on the
Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis, the
paper.

ELDORADO,

& Nashville, and the St. Louis, Alton
Terre Haute Railroads; has a bank and one

Louisville

&

newspaper;

district

argicultural.

Population,

(1900), 1,445.

ELDRIDGE, Hamilton
was born
1837

;

N., lawyer and soldier,
at South Williamstown, Mass., August,

graduated at Williams College in the class

with President

Law

Garfield, in 1856,

School, in 1857;

and at Albany

soon afterward came to

Chicago and began practice; in 1862 assisted in
organizing the One Hundred and Twenty-seventh
Volunteers, of which he was elected
Lieutenant-Colonel, before the end of the year
being promoted to the position of Colonel; disIllinois

tinguished himself at Arkansas Post, Chickamauga and in the battles before Vicksburg,
winning the rank of Brevet Brigadier-General,
but, after

two

years' service,

was compelled

to

on account of disability, being carried east
on a stretcher. Subsequently he recovered sufficiently to resume his profession, but died in
Chicago, Dec. 1, 1882, much regretted by a large
circle of friends, with whom he was exceedingly
retire

popular.

ELECTIONS. The
in Illinois are of

elections of public officers

two general

classes;

(I)

those

conducted in accordance with United States
laws, and (II) those conducted exclusively under
State laws.

To the first class belong: (1) the election of
I.
United States Senators; (2) Presidential Electors, and (3 ) Representatives in Congress.
1.
(United States Senators). The election of
United States Senators, while an act of the State
Legislature, is conducted solely under forms prescribed by the laws of the United States. These
make it the duty of the Legislature, on the second
Tuesday after convening at the session next preceding the expiration of the term for which any
Senator may have been chosen, to proceed to
elect his successor in the following manner:
Each House is required, on the day designated, in
open session and by the viva voce vote of each
member present, to name some person for United
States Senator, the result of the balloting to be
entered on the journals of the respective Houses.
At twelve o'clock (M.) on the day following the
day of election, the members of the two Houses
meet in joint assembly, when the journals of both
Houses are read. If it appears that the same
person has received a majority of all the votes in
each House, he is declared elected Senator. If,
however, no one has received such majority, or

House has failed to take proceedings as
required on the preceding day, then the members
if either
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of the two Houses, in joint assembly, proceed to
ballot for Senator by viva voce vote of members
present. The person receiving a majority of all
the votes cast— a majority of the members of
both Houses being present and voting is declared

—

otherwise the joint assembly is renewed
noon each legislative day of the session, and at
least one ballot taken until a Senator is chosen.
When a vacancy exists in the Senate at the time
of the assembling of the Legislature, the same
rule prevails as to the time of holding an election
to fill it; and, if a vacancy occurs during the
session, the Legislature is required to proceed to
an election on the second Tuesday after having
received official notice of such vacancy. The
tenure of a United States Senator for a full term
the regular term beginning with a
is six years
new Congress the two Senators from each State
elected

;

at

—

—

belonging to different "classes," so that their
terms expire alternately at periods of two and
four years from each other.— 2. (Presidential
Electors). The choice of Electors of President
and Vice-President is made by popular vote
taken quadrennially on the Tuesday after the
The date of such
first Monday in November.
election is fixed by act of Congress, being the
same as that for Congressman, although the State
Legislature prescribes the manner of conducting
The number
it and making returns of the same.
of Electors chosen equals the number of Senators
and Representatives taken together (in 1899 it
was twenty-four), and they are elected on a general ticket, a plurality of votes being sufficient to
Electors meet at the State capital on the
elect.

second Monday of January after their election
(Act of Congress, 1887), to cast the vote of the
State.—3. (Members of Congress). The election of Representatives in Congress is also held
under United States law, occurring biennially
(on the even years) simultaneously with the genShould Congress
eral State election in November.
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—

which are made appointive by the Governor are
Apart from county

elected by popular vote.

they consist of three classes: (1) Legislawhich are
Executive; (3) Judicial
chosen at different times and for different periods.
Legislative officers consist of
1. (Legislature).
Senators and Representatives, chosen at elections
held on the Tuesday after the first Monday of
November, biennially. The regular term of a
Senator (of whom there are fifty-one under the
present Constitution) is four years; twenty -five
(those in Districts bearing even numbers) being
chosen on the years in which a President and
Governor are elected, and the other twenty -six at
the intermediate period two years later. Thus,
one-half of each State Senate is composed of what
are called "hold-over Senators. Representatives
officers

tive;

—

(2)

1

'

are elected biennially at the November election,
and hold office two years. The qualifications as
to eligibility for a seat in the State Senate require

that the incumbent shall be 25 years of age,
while 21 years renders one eligible to a seat in

the House

—

the Constitution requiring that each
have been a resident of the State for five
years, and of the District for which he is chosen,
two years next preceding his election. (See
Legislative Apportionment and Minority Representation.)
2.
(Executive Officers). The
officers constituting the Executive Department
shall

—

include the Governor,
Lieutenant-Governor,
Secretary of State, Auditor of Public Accounts,
Treasurer, Superintendent of Public Instruction,

Each of these, except the
State Treasurer, holds office four years and with
the exception of the Treasurer and Superintendent of Public Instruction are elected at the
and Attorney -General.

—

—

gressional Apportionment.

general election at which Presidential Electors
are chosen. The election of State Superintendent
occurs on the intermediate (even) years, and that
of State Treasurer every two years coincidently
with the election of Governor and Superintendent
of Public Instruction, respectively.
(See Executive Officers.)
In addition to the State officers
already named, three Trustees of the University
of Illinois are elected biennially at the general
election in November, each holding office for
six years.
These trustees (nine in number),
with the Governor, President of the State Board
of Agriculture and the Superintendent of Public
Instruction, constitute the Board of Trustees of
the University of Illinois. 3. (Judiciary). The
Judicial Department embraces Judges of the

II. All officers under the State Government
except Boards of Trustees of charitable and penal
institutions or the heads of certain departments,

Supreme, Circuit and County Courts, and such
other subordinate officials as may be connected
with the administration of justice. For the

select a different date for

such election,

it

would

be the duty of the Legislature to recognize it by
a corresponding change in the State law relating
The tenure of a
to the election of Congressmen.

Congressman

is

two

years, the election being

by

Districts instead of a general ticket, as in the

case of Presidential Electors— the

term of each

Representative for a full term beginning with a
new Congress, on the 4th of March of the odd
years following a general election.
(See Con-

—
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members of the Supreme Court the
divided into seven Districts, each of
which elects a Justice of the Supreme Court for
a term of nine years. The elections in five of
these
the First, Second, Third, Sixth and
Seventh occur on the first Monday in June every
ninth year from 1879, the last election having
The elections in the
occurred in June, 1897.
other t -vo Districts occur at similar periods of nine
years from 1876 and 1873, respectively the last
election in the Fourth District having occurred
in June, 1893, and that in the Fifth in 1891.—
Circuit Judges are chosen on the first Monday in
election of

State

is

—

—

—

June every

six years, counting

from

Judges

1873.

of the Superior Court Of Cook County are elected
every six years at the November election. Clerks

—

Supreme and Appellate Courts are elected
at the November election for six years, the last
Under the act
election having occurred in 1896.
of April 2, 1897, consolidating the Supreme
Court into one Grand Division, the number of
Supreme Court Clerks is reduced to one, although
the Clerks elected in 1896 remain in office and have
of the

charge of the records of their several Divisions
The
until the expiration of their terms in 1902.
Supreme Court holds five terms annually at Springfield, beginning, respectively, on the first Tuesday
of October, December, February, April and June.
(Other Officers), (a) Members of the State
Board of Equalization (one for every Congressional District) are elective every four years at
the same time as Congressmen, (b) County
officers (except County Commissioners not under
township organization) hold office for four years
and are chosen at the November election as
follows:

(1)

the Governor

At the general

election at

which

—

chosen
Clerk of the Circuit
Court, State's Attorney, Recorder of Deeds (in
counties having a population of 60,000 or over),
Coroner and County Surveyor. (2) On intermediate years Sheriff, County Judge, Probate
Judge (in counties having a population of 70,000
and over), County Clerk, Treasurer, Superintendent of Schools, and Clerk of Criminal Court of
Cook County, (c) In counties not under township organization a Board of County Commissioners is elected, one being chosen in November of
each year, and each holding office three years,
(d) Under the general law the polls open at 8
a. m., and close at 7 p. m.
In cities accepting an
Act of the Legislature passed in 1885, the hour of
opening the polls is 6 a. m. and of closing 4 p. m.
(See also Australian Ballot.)
is

—

,

ELECTORS, QUALIFICATIONS OF.
Suffrage.)

(See

in

ELGIN, an important city of Northern Illinois,
Kane County, on Fox River and tbe Chicago,

Milwaukee &

St.

Paul and Chicago

&

Northwest-

ern Railroads, besides two rural electric lines, 36
miles northwest of Chicago; has valuable water-

power and over

fifty

manufacturing establish-

ments, including the National Watch Factory and
the Cook Publishing Company, both among the
most extensive of their kind in the world; is also
a great dairy center with extensive creameries
and milk-condensing works. The quotations of
its Butter and Cheese Exchange are telegraphed
to all the great commercial centers and regulate
the prices of these commodities throughout the
country. Elgin is the seat of the Northern (Illinois) Hospital for the Insane, and has a handsome
Government (postoffice) building, fine public
library and many handsome residences.
It has
had a rapid growth in the past twenty years.
Population (1890), 17,823; (1900), 22,433.

ELGIN, JOLIET & EASTERN RAILWAY. The
main line of this road extends west from Dyer on
the Indiana State line to Joliet, thence northeast
to Waukegan. The total length of the line (1898)
is 192.72 miles, of which 159.93 miles are in Illinois.
The entire capital of the company, including stock and indebtedness, amounted (1898), to
613,799,630— more than 871,000 per mile. Its total
earnings in Illinois for the same year were 81,212,026, and its entire expenditure in the State,
The company paid in taxes, the same
81,156,146.
year, 848,876.
Branch lines extend southerly
from Walker Junction to Coster, where connection is made with the Cleveland, Cincinnati,
Chicago & St. Louis Railroad, and northwesterly
from Normantown, on the main line, to Aurora.
(History). The Elgin, Joliet & Eastern Railway was chartered in 1887 and absorbed the
Joliet, Aurora & Northern Railway, from Joliet to
Aurora (21 miles), which had been commenced in
1886 and was completed in 1888, with extensions
from Joliet to Spaulding, 111. and from Joliet to
McCool, Ind. In January, 1891, the Company
purchased all the properties and franchises of the
Gardner, Coal City & Normantown and the

—

,

Waukegan & Southwestern Railway Companies
(formerly operated under lease). The former of
these two roads was chartered in 1889 and opened
in 1890. The system forms a belt line around
Chicago, intersecting all railroads entering that
city

from every

direction.

Its traffic is chiefly

in the transportation of freight.

ELIZABETHTOWN, the

county-seat of Hardin
stands on the north bank of the Ohio
River, 44 miles above Paducah, Ky., and about

County.

It
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125 miles southeast of Belleville; has a brick
large tie trade, two churches,

tile factory,

flouring mills, a bank,

and one newspaper.

and
two

Pop-

ulation (1890), 652; (1900), 668.
ELKHART, a town of Logan County,

on the
Alton Railroad, 18 miles northeast of
Springfield is a rich farming section has a coal
Population (1890), 414; (1900), 553.
shaft.
ELKIN, William F., pioneer and early legislator, was born in Clark County, Ky., April 13,
1792; after spending several years in Ohio and
Indiana, came to Sangamon County, 111. in 1825
was elected to the Sixth, Tenth and Eleventh
General Assemblies, being one of the "Long
Nine" from Sangamon County and, in 1861, was
appointed by his former colleague (Abraham
Lincoln) Register of the Land Office at SpringChicago

&

;

;

,

and became a patent solicitor. In 1860 he raised
a regiment of Zouaves in Chicago, which became
famous for the perfection of its discipline and
drill, and of which he was commissioned Colonel.
In 1861 he accompanied President Lincoln to
Washington, going from there to New York,
where he recruited and organized a Zouave
regiment composed of firemen. He became its
Colonel and the regiment was ordered to Alexandria, Va.
While stationed there Colonel Ellsworth observed that a Confederate flag was
flying above a hotel owned by one Jackson.
Rushing to the roof, he tore it down, but before
he reached the street was shot and killed by
Jackson, who was in turn shot by Frank H.
Brownell, one of Ellsworth's men. He was the
first

resigning in 1872. Died, in 1878.
ELLIS, Edward F. W., soldier, was born at
Wilton, Maine, April 15, 1819; studied law and

of

was admitted to the bar in Ohio

and

field,

;

spent three years

(1849-52) in California, serving in the Legislature

of that State in 1851,

and proving himself an

returned to Ohio the
next year, and, in 1854, removed to Rockford, 111.,
where he embarked in the banking business.
Soon after the firing on Fort Sumter, he organized the Ellis Rifles, which having been attached
to the Fifteenth Illinois, he wsls elected Lieutenant-Colonel of the regiment was in command at
the battle of Shiloh, April 6, 1862, and was killed
while bravely leading on his men.
ELLIS, (Rev.) John Millot, early home missionary, was born in Keene, N. II., July 14, 1793;
came to Illinois as a home missionary of the
Presbyterian Church at an early day, and served
for a time as pastor of churches at Kaskaskia and
Jacksonville, and was one of the influential
factors in securing the location of Illinois College at the latter place.
His wife also conducted,
for some years, a private school for young ladies
at Jacksonville, which developed into the Jackearnest opponent of slavery

;

;

sonville

Female Academy in

1833,

and

is

still

maintained after a history of over sixty years.
Mr. Ellis was later associated with the establish-

Wabash College, at Crawfordsville, Ind.
returning to New Hampshire, where, in
1840, he was pastor of a church at East Hanover.
In 1844 he again entered the service of the Society for Promoting Collegiate and Theological
Education in the West. Died, August 6, 1855.
ment

of

finally

ELLSWORTH, Ephraim

Elmer,

soldier,

first

victim of the Civil War, was born at Mechanics
ville, Saratoga County, N. Y., April 23, 1837.
He
came to Chicago at an early age, studied law,
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Union

soldier killed in the war.

Died,

May

24, 1861.

ELMHURST

(formerly Cottage

Hill),

a village

Du Page County, on the Chicago Great Western

111. Cent. Railroads, 15 miles west of Chicago;
the seat of the Evangelical Seminary has electric interurban line, two papers, stone quarry,
electric light, water and sewerage systems, high
Pop. (1900), 1,728.
school, and churches.
ELM \\ 001), a town of Peoria County, on the
Galesburg and Peoria and Buda and Rushville
branches of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy
Railroad, 26 miles west-northwest of Peoria; the
principal industries are coal-mining and corn and
tomato canning has a bank and one newspaper.
Population (1890), 1,548; (1900), 1,582.

is

;

;

EL PASO, a city in Woodford County, 17 miles
north of Bloomington, 33 miles east of Peoria, at
the crossing Illinois Central and Toledo, Peoria &
Western Railroads; in agricultural district; has
two national banks, three grain elevators, two
high schools, two newspapers, nine churches.
Pop. (1890), 1,353; (1900), 1,441; (1903,

EMBARRAS

RIVER,

rises

in

est.), 1,600.

Champaign

County and runs southward through the counties
and Cumberland, to Newton, in
Jasper County, where it turns to the southeast,
passing through Lawrence County, and entering
the Wabash River about seven miles below Vinof Douglas, Coles

cennes.

It is

nearly 150 miles long.

EMMERSON, Charles, jurist, was born at North
Haverhill, Grafton County, N. H, April 15, 1811;
came

to Illinois in 1833, first settling at Jackson-

where he spent one term in Illinois College,
then studied law at Springfield, and, having been
admitted to the bar, began practice at Decatur,
where he spent the remainder of his life except
three years (1847-50) during which he resided at
Paris, Edgar County.
In 1850 he was elected to
ville,

II
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the Legislature, and, in 1853, to the Circuit bench,
serving on the latter by re-election till 1867. The
latter year he was a candidate for Justice of the
Supreme Court, but was defeated by the late
Judge Pinkney H. Walker. In 1869 he was
elected to the State Constitutional Convention,

but died in April, 1870, while the Convention was
still

in session.

a town of White County, at the
& Nashville with
the Baltimore & Ohio Southwestern Railway, 10
miles west of Car mi; is the seat of Southern Illinois College. The town also has a bank and one

ENFIELD,

intersection of the Louisville

newspaper.

Population

(1880),

717;

(1890),

870;

(1900), 971; (1903, est.), 1,000.

ENGLISH, Joseph G., banker, was born at
Rising Sun, Ind., Dec. 17, 1820; lived for a time
at Perrysville and La Fayette in that State, finally
engaging in merchandising in the former; in
1853 removed to Danville, 111. where he formed
a partnership with John L. Tincher in mercantile
,

business later conducted a private banking business and, in 1863, established the First National
Bank, of which he has been President over twenty
He served two terms as Mayor of Danyears.
ville, in 1872 was elected a member of the State
;

Board of Equalization, and, for more than twenty
years, has been one of the Directors of the Chicago
& Eastern Railroad. At the present time Mr.
English, having practically retired from business, is spending most of his time in the West.
ENOS, Pascal Paoli, pioneer, was born at
Windsor, Conn., in 1770; graduated at Dartmouth
College in 1794, studied law, and, after spending
some years in Vermont, where he served as High
Sheriff of Windsor County, in September, 1815,
removed West, stopping first at Cincinnati. A
year later he descended the Ohio by flat-boat to
Shawneetown, 111., crossed the State by land,
finally locating at St. Charles, Mo., and later at
St. Louis. Then, having purchased a tract of land
in Madison County, 111., he remained there about
two years, when, in 1823, having received from
President Monroe the appointment of Receiver of
the newly established Land Office at Springfield,
he removed thither, making it his permanent
home. He was one of the original purchasers of
the land on which the city of Springfield now
stands, and joined with Maj. Elijah lies, John
Taylor and Thomas Cox, the other patentees, in
laying out the town, to which they first gave the
name of Calhoun. Mr. Enos remained in office
through the administration of President John
Quincy Adams, but was removed by President
Jackson for political reasons, in 1829. Died, at

Springfield, April, 1832.—Pascal P. (Enos), Jr.,

was born in St. Charles,
was elected Representative in
the General Assembly from Sangamon County in
1852, and served by appointment of Justice
McLean of the Supreme Court as Clerk of the
eldest son of Mr. Enos,

Mo., Nov.

28, 1816;

United States Circuit Court, being reappointed
by Judge David Davis, dying in office, Feb. 17,
1867.
Zimri A. (Enos), another son, was born
Sept. 29, 1821, is a citizen of Springfield
has
served as County Surveyor and Alderman of the
city.
Julia E., a daughter, was born in Spring-

—

Dec. 20, 1832, is the widow of the late O. M.
Hatch, Secretary of State (1857-65).
EPLER, Cyrus, lawyer and jurist, was born
at Charleston, Clark County, Ind., Nov. 12,
1825; graduated at Illinois College, Jacksonville, studied law,
and was admitted to the
bar in 1852, being elected State's Attorney
the same year; also served as a member
of the General Assembly two terms (1857-61)
and as Master in Chancery for Morgan County,
1867-73.
In 1873 he was elected Circuit Judge
for the Seventh Circuit
and was re-elected
successively in 1879, '85 and '91, serving four

field,

terms, and retiring in 1897. During his entire
professional and official career his home has been
in Jacksonville.

EQUALITY, a village of Gallatin County, on
the Shawneetown Division of the Louisville
Nashville Railroad, 11 miles west-northwest of

&

Shawneetown.

It was for a time, in early days, the
county-seat of Gallatin County and market for
the salt manufactured in that vicinity. Some
coal is mined in the neighborhood. One weekly
paper is published here. Population (1880), 500;

(1890), 622; (1900), 898.

ERIE, a village of Whiteside County, on the
Rock Island and Sterling Division of the Chicago,
Burlington & Quincy Railroad, 30 miles northeast of Rock Island.
Population (1880), 537;
(1890), 535; (1900), 768.

EUREKA, the county-seat of Woodford County,
incorporated in 1856, situated 19 miles east of
Peoria; is in the heart of a rich stock-raising and
The principal mechanical
a large canning factory.
Besides
having good grammar and high schools, it is also
the seat of Eureka College, under the control of
the Christian denomination, in connection with
which are a Normal School and a Biblical Institute.
The town has a handsome courthouse and
a jail, two weekly and one monthly paper.
Eureka became the county-seat of Woodford
County in 1896, the change from Metamora being
agricultural district.

industry

is
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due to the central location and more convenient
former from all parts of the
Population (1880), 1,185; (1890), 1,481;
county.
accessibility of the

(1900), 1,661.

EUREKA COLLEGE, located at

Eureka, Wood-

and chartered in 1855, distinctively
under the care and supervision of the "Christian"
The primary
or "Campbellite" denomination.
aim of its founders was to prepare young men for
the ministry, while at the same time affording
It was chartered in
facilities for liberal culture.
1855, and its growth, while gradual, has been
Besides a preparatory department and a
steady.
ford County,

business school, the college maintains a collegiate

department (with classical and scientific courses)
and a theological school, the latter being designed
to tit young men for the ministry of the denomination.
Both male and female matriculates are
received.

In 1896 there

professors

and

was a faculty of eighteen
and an attendance of

assistants,

some 325 students, nearly one-third of whom
were females. The total value of the institution's
property is $144,000, which includes an endowment of §45,000 and real estate valued at §85,000.
EUSTACE, John V., lawyer and judge, was
born in Philadelphia, Sept. 9, 1821; graduated
from the University of Pennsylvania in 1839, and,
in 1842, at the age of 21, was admitted to the bar,
removing the same year to Dixon, 111., where he
resided until his death.
In 1856 he was elected
to the General Assembly and, in 1857, became
Circuit Judge, serving one term; was chosen
Presidential Elector in 1864, and, in March, 1878,
was again elevated to the Circuit Bench, vice
Judge Heaton, deceased. He was elected to the
same position in 1879, and re-elected in 1885, but
died in 1888, three years before the expiration of
his term.

EY ANGELICAL SEMINARY, an

institution

under the direction of the Lutheran denomination, incorporated in 1865 and located at Elmhurst, Du Page County.
Instruction is given in
the classics, theology, oratory and preparatory
studies, by a faculty of eight teachers.
The
number of pupils during the school year (1895-96)
was 133 all young men. It has property valued

—

at §59,305.

EYANS, Henry H.,
Toronto, Can., March

legislator,

was born

in
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Since the war he has become most widely
having been elected first to the House, in 1876, and
subsequently to the Senate every four years from
1880 to. the year 1898, giving him over twenty
years of almost continuous service. He is a large
owner of real estate and has been prominently
connected with financial and other business
enterprises at Aurora, including the Aurora Gas
and Street Railway Companies; also served with
the rank of Colonel on the staffs of Governors
Cullom, Hamilton, Fifer and Oglesby.
EVANS, (Rev.) Jervice G., educator and reformer, was born in Marshall County, 111., Dec.
19, 1833; entered the ministry of the Methodist
Episcopal Church in 1854, and, in 1872, accepted
the presidency of Hedding College at Abingdon,
which he filled for six years. He then became
President of Chaddock College at Quincy, but the
following year returned to pastoral work. In
1889 he again became President of Hedding College, where (1898) he still remains.
Dr. Evans is
a member of the Central Illinois (M. E.) Conference and a leader in the prohibition movement
has also produced a number of volumes on religious and moral questions.
EYANS, John, M.D., physician and Governor,
was born at Waynesville, Ohio, of Quaker anceswar.

known as a member of the General Assembly,

try,

March

9,

1814;

graduated in medicine at

Cincinnati and began practice at Ottawa, 111.,
but soon returned to Ohio, finally locating at
Attica, Ind.

Here he became prominent

establishment of the

first

in the
insane hospital in In-

becoming a
Three years later,
having accepted a chair in Rush Medical College,
in Chicago, he removed thither, also serving for
a time as editor of "The Northwestern Medical
and Surgical Journal." He served as a member
of the Chicago City Council, became a successful
operator in real estate and in the promotion of
various railroad enterprises, and was one of the
founders of the Northwestern University, at
Evanston, serving as President of the Board of
Trustees over forty years. Dr. Evans was one of
the founders of the Republican party in Illinois,
diana, at Indianapolis, about 1841-42,

resident of that city in 1845.

and a strong personal friend of President Lincoln,
from whom, in 1862, he received the appointment
of Governor of the Territory of Colorado, continuing in office until displaced by Andrew Johnson in 1865. In Colorado he became a leading
factor in the construction of some of the most

9, 1836; brought
by his
(who was a native of Pennsylvania) to
Aurora, 111., where the latter finally became foreman of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy machine shops at that place. In 1862 young Evans
enlisted in the One Hundred and Twenty-fourth

important railroad lines in that section, including
the Denver, Texas & Gulf Road, of which he was

Illinois

for

father

Volunteers, serving until the close of the

many

years

the

President.

He was

also
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prominent in connection with educational and
church enterprises at Denver, which was his home
after leaving Illinois. Died, in Denver, July 3, 1897.
EYANSTON, a city of Cook County, situated 12
miles north of Chicago, on the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul and the Chicago & Northwestern

The

Eailroads.

Dec.

29,

original

1863, and, in

town was incorporated

March,

1869,

a special act

was passed by the Legislature incorporating it as
a city, but rejected by vote of the people. On
Oct. 19, 1872, the voters of the corporate town
adopted village organizations under the General
Village and City Incorporation Act of the same
Since then annexations of adjacent terriyear.
tory to the village of Evanston have taken place
as follows: In January, 1873, two small districts
by petition in April, 1874, the village of North
Evanston was annexed by a majority vote of the
;

electors

of

both corporations; in April, 1886,

was another annexation of a small out-lying
district by petition; in February, 1892, the question of the annexation of South Evanston was
submitted to the voters of both corporations and
adopted. On March 29, 1892, the question of
organization under a city government was sub-

there

mitted to popular vote of the consolidated corporation and decided in the affirmative, the first
city election taking place April 19, following.
The population of the original corporation of
Evanston, according to the census of 1890, was
12,072, and of South Evanston, 3,205, making the
Judged
total population of the new city 15,967.
by the census returns of 1900, the consolidated
city has had a healthy growth in the past
it,
at the end of the
ten years, giving

Evanston is
century, a population of 19,259.
one of the most attractive residence cities in
Northern Illinois and famed for its educational
advantages. Besides having an admirable system
of graded and high schools, it is the seat of the
academic and theological departments of the
Northwestern University, the latter being known
as the Garrett Biblical Institute. The city has
well paved streets, is lighted by both gas and

and maintains its own system of
water works. Prohibition is strictly enforced
within the corporate limits under stringent
municipal ordinances, and the charter of the
Northwestern University forbidding the sale of
intoxicants within four miles of that institution.
As a consequence, it is certain to attract the
most desirable class of people, whether consisting
of those seeking permanent homes or simply
contemplating temporary residence for the sake

electricity,

of educational advantages.

EWING, William Lee
and

politician,

came

was born

to Illinois at

Davidson, early lawyer
in

Kentucky

an early day,

in 1795,

first

and

settling at

Shawneetown. As early as 1820 he appears from
a letter of Governor Edwards to President Monroe, to have been holding some Federal appointment, presumably that of Receiver of Public
Moneys in the Land Office at Vandalia, as contemporary history shows that, in 1822, he lost a
deposit of $1,000 by the robbery of the bank there.
He was also Brigadier-General of the State militia
at an early day, Colonel of the "Spy Battalion"
during the Black Hawk War, and, as Indian
Agent, superintended the removal of the Sacs
and Foxes west of the Mississippi. Other positions held by him included Clerk of the House of
Representatives two sessions (1826-27 and 1828-29)
Representative from the counties composing the
Vandalia District in the Seventh General Assembly (1830-31), when he also became Speaker of the
House; Senator from the same District in the
Eighth and Ninth General Assemblies, of which
he was chosen President pro tempore. While
serving in this capacity he became ex-officio
Lieutenant-Governor in consequence of the resignation of Lieut. -Gov. Zadoc Casey to accept a
seat in Congress, in March, 1833, and, in November, 1834, assumed the Governorship as successor
to Governor Reynolds, who had been elected to
Congress to fill a vacancy. He served only fifteen
days as Governor, when he gave place to Gov.
Joseph Duncan, who had been elected in due
course at the previous election.
A year later
(December, 1835) he was chosen United States
Senator to succeed Elias Kent Kane, who had
died in office. Failing of a re-election to the
Senatorship in 1837, he was returned to the House
of Representatives
as he

was again

from

his old district in 1838,

in 1840, at each session being

chosen Speaker over Abraham Lincoln, who was
the Whig candidate. Dropping out of the Legislature at the close of his term, we find him at the
beginning of the next session (December, 1842) in
his old place as Clerk of the House, but, before
the close of the session (in March, 1843), appointed
Auditor of Public Accounts as successor to James

who had

resigned. While occupying the
Auditor, Mr. Ewing died, March 25, 1846.
His public career was as unique as it was remarkable, in the number and character of the official
positions held by him within a period of twentyShields,

office of

five years.

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS.

(See State officers

under heads of "Governor,"
ernor" etc.)

"Lieutenant-Gov-
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EYE AND EAR INFIRMARY, ILLINOIS
CHARITABLE. This institution is an outgrowth
of a private charity founded at Chicago, in 1858,

by Dr. Edward

L. Holmes, a distinguished ChiIn 1871 the property of the institution was transferred to and accepted by the State,
the title was changed by the substitution of the
word "Illinois" for "Chicago," and the Infirmary

cago

oculist.

became a State

The

institution.

fire

of

1871

destroyed the building, and, in 1873-74, the State
erected another of brick, four stories in height,
at the corner of West Adams and Peoria Streets,
Chicago. The institution receives patients from
all the counties of the State, the same receiving
board, lodging, and medical aid, and (when neces-

The
was 160. In
1877 a free eye and ear dispensary was opened
under legislative authority, which is under charge
of some eminent Chicago specialists.
sary) surgical treatment, free of

number

of patients on Dec.

1,

charge.

1897,

FAIRBURY, an incorporated city of Livingston County, situated ten miles southeast of Pontiac, in a fertile and thickly -settled region.
Coal,
sandstone, limestone, fire-clay and a micaceous
quartz are found in the neighborhood.
The
town has banks, grain elevators, flouring mills
and two weekly newspapers. Population (1880),
2,140; (1890), 2,324; (1900), 2,187.

FAIRFIELD, an incorporated city, the countyWayne County and a railway junction,

seat of

108 miles southeast of St. Louis. The town has
an extensive woolen factory and large flouring
and saw mills. It also has four weekly papers
and is an important fruit and grain-shipping

Population

point.

(1880),

1,391;

(1890),

1,881;

(1900), 2,338.

FAIRMOUNT, a

village of Vermilion County,

on the Wabash Railway,

13 miles west-southwest

from Danville; industrial interests chiefly agricultural has brick and tile factory, a coal mine,
stone quarry, three rural mail routes and one
weekly paper. Population (1890), 649 (1900), 928.
FALLOWS, (Rt. Rev.) Samuel, Bishop of Reformed Protestant Episcopal Church, was born at
;

;

Pendleton, near Manchester, England, Dec. 13,
1835 removed with his parents to Wisconsin in
;

1848, and graduated from the State University
there in 1859, during a part of his university
course serving as pastor of a Methodist Episcopal
church at Madison; was next Vice-President of
Gainesville University till 1861, when he wT as
ordained to the Methodist ministry and became
pastor of a church at Oshkosh. The following
year he was appointed Chaplain of the Thirty-
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second Wisconsin Volunteers, but later assisted
in organizing the Fortieth Wisconsin, of which
he became Colonel, in 1865 being brevetted Brigadier-General.
On his return to civil life he
became a pastor in Milwaukee; was appointed
State Superintendent of Public Instruction for
Wisconsin to fill a vacancy, in 1871, and was twice
re-elected.
In 1874 he was elected President of
the Illinois Wesleyan University at Bloomington,
111., remaining two years; in 1875 united with the
Reformed Episcopal Church, soon after became
Rector of St. Paul's Church in Chicago, and was
elected a Bishop in 1876, also assuming the
editorship of "The Appeal," the organ of the
church. He served as Regent of the University
of Wisconsin (1864-74), and for several years has
been one of the Trustees of the Illinois State
Reform School at Pontiac. He is the author of
two or three volumes, one of them being a "Supplementary Dictionary," published in 1884.
Bishop Fallows has had supervision of Reformed
Episcopal Church work in the West and Northwest for several years has also served as Chaplain
of the Grand Army of the Republic for the
Department of Illinois and of the Loyal Legion,
and was Chairman of the General Committee of
the Educational Congress during the World's
Columbian Exposition of 1893.
FARINA, a town of Fayette County, on the
Chicago Division of the Illinois Central Railroad,
29 miles northeast of Centralia. Agriculture and
fruit-growing constitute the chief business of the
Populasection; the town has one newspaper.
;

tion (1890), 618; (1900), 693; (1903, est.), 800.
CITY, a city of De Witt County, 25

FARMER

miles southeast of Bloomington, at the junction
of the Springfield division of the Illinois Central
and the Peoria division of the Cleveland, CincinIt is a
nati, Chicago & St. Louis Railways.
trading center for a rich agricultural and stockraising district, especially noted for rearing finely

bred horses. The city has banks, two newspapers, churches of four denominations and good
Population
schools, including a high school.
(1880), 1,289; (1890), 1,367; (1900), 1,664-

FARMERS'

INSTITUTE,

an

organization

created by an act, approved June 24, 1895, designed to encourage practical education among
farmers, and to assist in developing the agriculIts membership
from each county in
elected annually by the Farmers'
such county. Its affairs are managed

tural resources of

the State.

consists of three delegates

the State,
Institute in

by a Board of Directors constituted as follows:
The Superintendent of Public Instruction, the
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Professor of Agriculture in the University of Illinois, and the Presidents of the State Board of
Agriculture, Dairymen's Association and Horticultural Society, ex-officio, with one

member from

each Congressional District, chosen by the delegates from the district at the annual meeting of
the organization. Annual meetings (between
Oct. 1 and March 1) are required to be held,
which shall continue in session for not less than
three days. The topics for discussion are the
cultivation of crops, the care and breeding of
domestic animals, dairy husbandry, horticulture,

farm drainage, improvement of highways and
general farm management. The reports of the
annual meetings are printed by the State to the

number

of 10,000, one-half of the edition being

placed at the disposal of the Institute. Suitable
quarters for the officers of the organization are
provided in the State capitol.
FARMINGTON, a city and railroad center in
Fulton County, 12 miles north of Canton and 22
miles west of Peoria. Coal is extensively mined
here; there are also brick and tile factories, a
foundry, one steam flour-mill, and two cigar
manufactories. It is a large shipping-point for
grain and live-stock. The town has two banks
and two newspapers, five churches and a graded
school. Population (1890), 1,375; (1903, est.), 2,103.

FARNSWORTH,
at

Elon John, soldier, was born
Green Oak, Livingston County, Mich., in 1837.

After completing a course in the public schools,
he entered the University of Michigan, but left
college at the end of his freshman year (1858) to
serve in the Quartermaster's department of the
army in the Utah expedition. At the expiration
of his term of service he became a buffalo hunter
and a carrier of mails between the haunts of
civilization and the then newly-discovered mines
at Pike's Peak.
Returning to Illinois, he was
commissioned (1861) Assistant Quartermaster of
the Eighth Illinois Cavalry, of which his uncle
was Colonel. (See Farnsworth, John Franklin. )
He soon rose to a captaincy, distinguishing himself in the battles of the Peninsula.
In May,
1863, he was appointed aid-de-camp to General
Pleasanton, and, on June 29, 1863, was made a
Brigadier-General. Four days later he was killed,
while gallantly leading a charge at Gettysburg.
FARNSWORTH, John Franklin, soldier and
former Congressman, was born at Eaton, Canada

March 27, 1820; removed to Michigan in
and later to Illinois, settling in Kane
County, where he practiced law for many years,
making his home at St. Charles. He was elected
In
to Congress in 1856, and re-elected in 1858.
East,
1834,

September of 1861, he was commissioned Colonel
of the Eighth Illinois Cavalry Volunteers, and
was brevetted Brigadier-General in November,
1862,

but resigned, March 4, 1863, to take his seat
which he had been elected the

in Congress to

November

previous, by successive re-elections
serving from 1863 to 1873. The latter years of
his life were spent in "Washington, where he died,

July

14, 1897.

FAR WELL,

Charles Benjamin, merchant and
United States Senator, was born at Painted Post,
N. Y., July 1, 1823; removed to Illinois in 1838,
and, for six years, was employed in surveying
and farming. In 1844 he engaged in the real

and in banking, at Chicago. He
was elected County Clerk in 1853, and re-elected
in 1857. Later he entered into commerce, becoming a partner with his brother, John Villiers, in
the firm of J. V. Farwell & Co. He was a member of the State Board of Equalization in 1867
Chairman of the Board of Supervisors of Cook
County in 1868 and National Bank Examiner in
1869.
In 1870 he was elected to Congress as a
Republican, was re-elected in 1872, but was
defeated in 1874, after a contest for the seat which
was carried into the House at Washington.
Again, in 1880, he was returned to Congress,
making three full terms in that body. He also
served for several years as Chairman of the
estate business

;

Republican State Central Committee. After the
death of Gen. John A. Logan he was (1887)
elected United States Senator, his term expiring
March 3, 1891. Mr. Farwell has since devoted
his attention to the immense mercantile business of J. V. Farwell & Co.
FARWELL, John Villiers, merchant, was born
at Campbelltown, Steuben County, N. Y., July
29, 1825, the son of a farmer; received a commonschool education and, in 1838, removed with his
father's family to Ogle County, 111.
Here he
attended Mount Morris Seminary for a time, but,
in 1845, came to Chicago without capital and
secured employment in the City Clerk's office,
then became a book-keeper in the dry- goods
establishment of Hamilton & White, and, still
later, with
Hamilton & Day. Having thus
received his bent towards a mercantile career, he
soon after entered the concern of Wadsworth &
Phelps as a clerk, at a salary of 8600 a year, but
was admitted to a partnership in 1850, the title of
the firm becoming Cooley, Farwell & Co. in 1860.
About this time Marshall Field and Levi Z. Leiter
became associated with the concern and received
their mercantile training under the supervision
of Mr. Farwell.
In 1865 the title of the firm
,
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became J. V. Farwell & Co., but, in 1891, the firm
was incorporated under the name of The J. V.
Farwell Company, his brother, Charles B. FarThe subject of this sketch
well, being a member.
has long been a prominent factor in religious
circles, a leading spirit of the Young Men's
Christian Association, and served as President of
the Chicago Branch of the United States
Christian Commission during the Civil War.
Politically he is a Republican and served as Presidential Elector at the time of President Lincoln's
second election in 1864 also served by appoint;

is

now

extinct.
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Vandalia, the present seat of

county government (population, 2,144), stands
upon a succession of hills upon the west bank of
the Kaskaskia. From 1820 to 1839 it was the
State Capital. Besides Vandalia the chief towns
are Ramsey, noted for its railroad ties and timber,

and

St.

Elmo.

FEEBLE-MINDED
FOR. This

ASYLUM

CHILDREN,

institution, originally established as

a sort of appendage to the Illinois Institution for
the Deaf and Dumb, was started at Jacksonville,
in

1865,

as

an "experimental

school,

for

the

Board of

instruction of idiots and feeble-minded children."

Indian Commissioners. He was a member of the
syndicate which erected the Texas State Capitol,
at Austin, in that State has been, for a number
of years, Vice-President and Treasurer of the
J. V. Farwell Company, and President of the

having been assured, the school was
placed upon an independent basis in 1871, and,
in 1875, a site at Lincoln, Logan County, covering
forty acres, was donated, and the erection of
buildings begun. The original plan provided for
a center building, with wings and a rear exten-

ment

of President Grant, in 1869, on the

;

Colorado Consolidated Land and Water Company.
He was also prominent in the organization of the
Chicago Public Library, and a member of the
Union League, the Chicago Historical Society

and the Art

Institute.

FARWELL,

William Washington,

jurist,

was

born at Morrisville, Madison County, N. Y., Jan.
graduated from
5, 1817, of old Puritan ancestry
Hamilton College in 1837, and was admitted to
the bar at Rochester, N. Y., in 1841. In 1848 he
removed to Chicago, but the following year went
to California, returning to his birthplace in 1850.
In 1854 he again settled at Chicago and soon
secured a prominent position at the bar. In 1871
he was elected Circuit Court Judge for Cook
County, and, in 1873, re-elected for a term of six
During this period he sat chiefly upon
years.
the chancery side of the court, and, for a time,
presided as Chief Justice. At the close of his
second term he was a candidate for re-election as
a Republican, but was defeated with the remainder of the ticket. In 1880 he was chosen
Professor of Equity Jurisprudence in the Union
College of Law (now the Northwestern Univer;

Law School) serving until June, 1893, when
he resigned. Died, in Chicago, April 30, 1894.
FAYETTE COUNTY, situated about 60 miles
south of the geographical center of the State;
was organized in 1821, and named for the French
General La Fayette. It has an area of 720 square
The soil is fermiles; population (1900), 28,065.
tile and a rich vein of bituminous coal underlies
Agriculture, fruit-growing and
the county.
mining are the chief industries. The old, historic
"Cumberland Road," the trail for all west-bound
emigrants, crossed the county at an early date.
Perryville was the first county-seat, but this town
sity

,

Its success

Besides a main or administhe institution embraces a

sion, to cost §124,775.

building,

tration

school building and custodial hall, a hospital and
industrial workshop, and, during the past year, a
chapel has been added. It has control of 890

which 400 are

leased for farming purgoing to the benefit of the institution.
The remainder is used for the purposes
of the institution as farm land, gardens or pasture, about ninety acres being occupied by the
acres, of

poses, the rental

The capacity of the instiabout 700 inmates, with many applications constantly on file for the admission of
others for whom there is no room.
FEEHAN, Patrick A., D.D., Archbishop of
the Roman Catholic archdiocese of Chicago, and
Metropolitan of Illinois, was born at Tipperary,
Ireland, in 1829, and educated at Maynooth
College. He emigrated to the United States in
1852, settling at St. Louis, and was at once
appointed President of the Seminary of Carondelet.
Later he was made pastor of the Church of
the Immaculate Conception at St. Louis, where
he achieved marked distinction. In 1865 he was
consecrated Bishop of Nashville, managing the
affairs of the diocese with great ability.
In 1880
Chicago was raised to an archiepiscopal see, with
Suffragan Bishops at Alton and Peoria, and
Bishop Feehan was consecrated its first Archbishop.
His administration has been conservative, yet efficient, and the archdiocese has greatly
prospered under his rule.
FELL, Jesse W., lawyer and real-estate operator, was born in Chester County, Pa. about 1808
started west on foot in 1828, and, after spending
institution buildings.

tution

is

,

some years

at Steubenville, Ohio,

came

to Dela-
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111., in 1832, and the next year located at
Bloomington, being the first lawyer in that new
town. Later he became agent for school lands
and the State Bank, but failed financially in
1837, and returned to practice; resided several
years at Payson, Adams County, but returning
to Bloomington in 1855, was instrumental in
securing the location of the Chicago & Alton
Railroad through that town, and was one of the
founders of the towns of Clinton, Pontiac, Lexington and El Paso. He was an intimate personal

van,

and
was

political friend of

Abraham

Lincoln, and

it

to him Mr. Lincoln addressed his celebrated
personal biography; in the campaign of 1860 he

served as Secretary of the Republican State Central Committee, and, in 1862, was appointed by
Mr. Lincoln a Paymaster in the regular army,
serving some two years. Mr. Fell was also a zealous friend of the cause of industrial education,
and bore an important part in securing the
location of the State Normal University at Normal, of which city he was the founder. Died, at
Bloomington, Jan. 25, 1887.
FERGUS, Robert, early printer, was born in
Glasgow, Scotland, August 4, 1815; learned the
printer's trade in his native city, assisting in his
youth in putting in type some of Walter Scott's
productions and other works which now rank
among English classics. In 1834 he came to
America, finally locating in Chicago, where,
with various partners, he pursued the business of
a job printer continuously some fifty years
being the veteran printer of Chicago. He was
killed by being run over by a railroad train at
Evanston, July 23, 1897. The establishment of
which he was so long the head is continued by
his sons.

FERN WOOD, a suburban station on the Chicago & Eastern Illinois Railroad, 12 south of terminal station annexed to City of Chicago, 1891.
FERRY, Elisha Peyre, politician, born in
Monroe, Mich., August 9, 1825; was educated in
his native town and admitted to the bar at Fort
;

Wayne,

Ind.,

in 1845;

removed

to

Waukegan,

the following year, served as Postmaster and,
in 1856, was candidate on the Republican ticket
111.

,

for Presidential Elector;

Waukegan

in 1859, a

was elected Mayor

member

of

of the State Con-

stitutional Convention of 1862, State

Bank Com-

missioner in 1861-63, Assistant Adjutant-General
on the staff of Governor Yates during the war,
and a delegate to the Republican National Convention of 1864. After the war he served as
direct-tax Commissioner for Tennessee; in 1869
was appointed Surveyor-General of Washington

Territory and, in 1872 and

'76,

Territorial

Gov-

On

the admission of Washington as a
State, in 1889, he was elected the first Governor.
ernor.

Died, at Seattle, Wash., Oct.

14, 1895.

FEVRE RIVER,

a small stream which rises in
Southern Wisconsin and enters the Mississippi in
Jo Daviess County, six miles below Galena, which
stands upon its banks. It is navigable for steamboats between Galena and its mouth. The name
originally given to it* by early French explorers

was "Feve" (the French name for "Bean"),
which has since been corrupted into its present
form.

FICKLIN, Orlando B., lawyer and politician,
was born in Kentucky, Dec. 16, 1808, and
admitted to the bar at Mount Carmel, Wabash
County, 111., in March, 1830. In 1834 he was
elected to the lower house of the Ninth General

Assembly.
After serving a term as State's
Attorney for Wabash County, in 1837 he removed
to Charleston, Coles County, where, in 1838, and
again in '42, he was elected to the Legislature, as
he was for the last time in 1878. He was four
times elected to Congress, serving from 1843 to

and from 1851 to '53; was Presidential Elector
and candidate for the same position on
the Democratic ticket for the State-at-large in
1884; was also a delegate to the Democratic
National Conventions of 1856 and '60. He was
'49,

in 1856,

a

member

1862.

of the Constitutional Convention of

Died, at Charleston,

May

5,

1886.

FIELD, Alexander Pope, early legislator and
Secretary of State, came to Illinois about the
time of its admission into the Union, locating in
Union County, which he represented in the Third,
Fifth and Sixth General Assemblies. In the
first of these he was a prominent factor in the
ejection of Representative Hansen of Pike County

and the seating of Shaw

in

his

place,

which

enabled the advocates of slavery to secure the
passage of a resolution submitting to the people
the question of calling a State Constitutional
Convention. In 1828 he was appointed Secretary
of State by Governor Edwards, remaining in
office
under Governors Reynolds and Duncan and through half the term of Governor
Carlin, though the latter attempted to secure
his removal in 1838 by the appointment of
John A. McClernand
the courts, however,
declaring against the latter. In November, 1840,
the Governor's act was made effective by the
confirmation, by the Senate, of Stephen A. Douglas as Secretary in place of Field.
Douglas
held the office only to the following February,
when he resigned to take a place on the Supreme

—
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Lyman Trumbull was

bench and

appointed to

succeed him. Field (who had become a Whig)
was appointed by President Harrison, in 1841,
Secretary of Wisconsin Territory, later removed
to St. Louis and finally to New Orleans, where he
was at the beginning of the late war. In December, 1863, he presented himself as a member of
the Thirty-eighth Congress for Louisiana, but

though claiming in an eloquent speech to have been a loyal man. Died, in
New Orleans, in 1877. Mr. Field was a nephew
of Judge Nathaniel Pope, for over thirty years on
the bench of the United States District Court.
FIELD, Eugene, journalist, humorist and poet,
was born in St. Louis, Mo., Sept. 2, 1850. Left an
orphan at an early age, he was reared by a relative at Amherst, Mass. and received a portion of
his literary training at Monson and Williamstown

was refused

his seat,

,

in that State, completing his course at the State

After an extended tour
he began his journalistic career at St. Louis, Mo., as a reporter on
"The Evening Journal," later becoming its city
During the next ten years he was succeseditor.
sively connected with newspapers at St. Joseph,
Mo., St. Louis, Kansas City, and at Denver, Colo.,
at the last named city being managing editor of
"The Tribune." In 1883 he removed to Chicago,
becoming a special writer for "The Chicago
News," his particular department for several
years being a pungent, witty column with the
He wrote concaption, "Sharps and Flats."
University of Missouri.

through Europe in

1872-73,

siderable prose fiction

and much poetry, among

the latter being successful translations of several
As a poet, however, he was
of Horace's Odes.
best known through his short poems relating to
childhood and home, which strongly appealed to

the popular heart. Died, in Chicago, deeply
mourned by a large circle of admirers, Nov. 4,
1895.

FIELD, Marshall, merchant and capitalist, was
born in Conway, Mass., in 1835, and grew up on
a farm, receiving a common school and academic
education. At the age of 17 he entered upon a
mercantile career as clerk in a dry -goods store at
Pittsfield, Mass., but, in 1856, came to Chicago
and secured employment with Messrs. Cooley,
Wadsworth & Co. in 1860 was admitted into
partnership, the firm becoming Cooley, Farwell
;

&

Co.,

and

still later,

Farwell, Field

&

Co.

The

named

firm was dissolved and that of Field,
Palmer & Leiter organized in 1865. Mr. Palmer
having retired in 1867, the firm was continued
last

under the name of Field, Leiter & Co., until 1881,
when Mr. Leiter retired, the concern being since
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as Marshall Field & Co. The growth of
the business of this great establishment is shown
by the fact that, whereas its sales amounted
before the fire to some $12,000,000 annually, in
1895 they aggregated $40,000,000. Mr. Field's
business career has been remarkable for its success in a city famous for its successful business

known

men and the vastness
He has been

of their commercial oper-

a generous and discriminating patron of important public enterprises,
some of his more conspicuous donations being the
gift of a tract of land valued at $300,000 and
$100,000 in cash, to the Chicago University, and
$1,000,000 to the endowment of the Field Columbian Museum, as a sequel to the World's Columbian Exposition. The latter, chiefly through the
munificence of Mr. Field, promises to become one
of the leading institutions of its kind in the
United States. Besides his mercantile interests,
Mr. Field has extensive interests in various financial and manufacturing enterprises, including
the Pullman Palace Car Company and the Rock
Island & Pacific Railroad, in each of which he is
a Director.
FIFER, Joseph W., born at Stanton, Va., Oct.
28, 1840; in 1857 he accompanied his father (who
was a stone-mason) to McLean County, 111., and
worked at the manufacture and laying of brick.
At the outbreak of the Civil War he enlisted as a
private in the Thirty-third Illinois Infantry, and
was dangerously wounded at the assault on JackOn the healing of his wound,
son, Miss., in 1863.
disregarding the advice of family and friends, he
rejoined his regiment. At the close of the war,
when about 25 years of age, he entered the Wesleyan University at Bloomington, where, by dint
of hard work and frugality, while supporting
himself in part by manual labor, he secured a
diploma in 1868. He at once began the study of
law, and, soon after his admission, entered upon a
practice which subsequently proved both successful and lucrative.
He was elected Corporation
Counsel of Bloomington in 1871 and State's Attorney for McLean County in 1872, holding the latter
office, through re-election, until 1880, when he
was chosen State Senator, serving in the Thirtysecond and Thirty-third General Assemblies. In
1888 he was nominated and elected Governor on
the Republican ticket, but, in 1892, was defeated
by John P. Altgeld, the Democratic nominee,
though running in advance of the national and
the rest of the State ticket.
ations.

FINERTY,
journalist,
10,

1846.

John
was born

ex-Congressman and
Galway, Ireland, Sept.
His studies were mainly prosecuted
F.,

in
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under private tutors. At the age of 16 he entered
the profession of journalism, and, in 1864, coming
to America, soon after enlisted, serving for 100
days during the Civil War, in the Ninety-ninth
New York Volunteers. Subsequently, having
removed to Chicago, he was connected with "The
Chicago Times" as a special correspondent from
1876 to 1881, and, in 1882, established "The Citizen," a weekly newspaper devoted to the IrishAmerican interest, which he continues to pub-

sailing

from ports between Chicago and Macki-

nac, of which, in 1890, Illinois furnished 94, or

about nine per cent.

All sorts of apparatus are

used, but the principal are

The

gill,

and

seines.

total value of these

Illinois craft,

Of

was either
and adjacent markets, or
or frozen. The Mississippi

this draught, the 'entire quantity

sold fresh in Chicago

lish.
In 1882 he was elected, as an Independent Democrat, to represent the Second Illinois
District in the Forty-eighth Congress, but, run-

shipped, either in ice

ning as an Independent Eepublican for re-election
in 1884, was defeated by Frank Lawler, Democrat.
In 1887 he was appointed Oil Inspector of Chicago, and, since 1889, has held no public office,
giving his attention to editorial work on his

other species available for food.

paper.

FISHER,

(Dr.) George, pioneer physician and
was probably a native of Virginia,
from which State he appears to have come to
Kaskaskia previous to 1800. He became very
prominent during the Territorial period; was
appointed by William Henry Harrison, then
legislator,

Governor of Indiana Territory, the first Sheriff of
Randolph County after its organization in 1801
was elected from that county to the Indiana
Territorial House of Representatives in 1805, and
afterwards promoted to the Territorial Council;
was also Representative in the First and Third
Legislatures of Illinois Territory (1812 and '16),
serving as Speaker of each. He was a Delegate to the Constitutional Convention of 1818, but
died on his farm near Kaskaskia in 1820. Dr.
Fisher participated in the organization of the
first

Lodge

of Free

and Accepted Masons in Illiand was elected one

nois at Kaskaskia, in 1806,
of its officers.

FISHERIES. The

fisheries of

Illinois

center

chiefly at Chicago, the catch being taken

Lake Michigan, and including salmon
white

fish

from
trout,

(the latter species including a lake

herring), wall-eyed pike,

three kinds of bass,
three varieties of sucker, carp and sturgeon. The
"fishing fleet" of Lake Michigan, properly so
called, (according to the census of 1890) consisted of forty-seven steamers and one schooner,
of which only one a steamer of twenty-six tons
burthen was credited to Illinois. The same

—

fyke and pound

minor
with their equipment, for 1890, was
nearly $18,000, the catch aggregating 722,830
pounds, valued at between $24,000 and $25,000.
nets,

and

tributaries

its

perch, buffalo

fish,

yield wall-eyed pike, pike

sturgeon, paddle

fish,

and

FITHIAN, George W., ex-Congressman, was
born on a farm near Willow Hill, HI., July 4, 1854.
His early education was obtained in the Common
schools, and he learned the trade of a printer at
Mount Carmel. While employed at the case he
found time to study law, and was admitted to the
bar in 1875. In 1876 he was elected State's
Attorney for Jasper County, and re-elected in
1880.
He was prominent in Democratic politics,
and, in 1888, was elected on the ticket of that
party to represent the Sixteenth Illinois District
in

Congress.

He was

re-elected

in

1890

and

again in 1892, but, in 1894, was defeated by his
Republican opponent.
FITHIAN, (Dr.) William, pioneer physician,
was born in Cincinnati, Ohio, in 1800; built the
first houses in Springfield and Urbana in that
State; in 1822 began the study of medicine at
Urbana later practiced two years at Mechanicsburgh, and four years at Urbana, as partner of
;

his preceptor;

in 1830

came

west, locating at

where he became a
large land-owner; in 1832 served with the Vermilion County militia in the Black Hawk War,
and, in 1834, was elected Representative in the
Ninth General Assembly, the first of which
Abraham Lincoln was a member; afterwards
served two terms in the State Senate from the
Danville District (1838-46).
Dr. Fithian was
active in promoting the railroad interests of
Danville, Vermilion County,

Danville, giving the right of way for railroad
purposes through a large body of land belonging
to him, in Vermilion County. He was also a
member of various medical associations, and,

in

during his later years, was the oldest practicing
physician in the State. Died, in Danville, 111.,
April 5, 1890.

wharves, vessels, boats and
apparatus. In addition to the "fishing fleet"
mentioned, nearly 1,100 sail-boats and other varieties of craft are employed in the industry,

FLAGG, Gershom, pioneer, was born in Richmond, Vt., in 1792, came west in 1816, settling in
Madison County, 111., in 1818, where he was
known as an enterprising farmer and a prominent

—

report
land,

showed a
buildings,

capital of $36,105 invested
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and influential citizen. Originally a Whig, he
became a zealous Republican on the organization
of that party, dying in 1857.— Willard Cutting
(Flagg), son of the preceding, was born in Madi111., Sept 16, 1829, spent his early life
on his father's farm and in the common schools;
from 1844 to '50 was a pupil in the celebrated
high school of Edward Wyman in St. Louis,
finally graduating with honors at Yale College,
During his college course he took a
in 1854.

son County,

number of literary prizes, and, in his senior year,
served as one of the editors of "The Yale Literary
Magazine." Returning to Illinois after graduation, he took charge of his father's farm, engaged
extensively in fruit-culture and stock-raising,
being the first to introduce the Devon breed of

Madison County in

cattle in

member

1859.

of the Republican State

He was

Central

a

Com-

in 1862, by appointment of Gov.
became Enrolling Officer for Madison
County served as Collector of Internal Revenue

mittee in 1860

;

Yates,

;

for the

Twelfth

was elected

District,

1864-69,

and, in 1868,
term of four

to the State Senate for a

years, and, during the last session of

his

term

took a prominent part in the revision of
the school law was appointed a member of the
first Board of Trustees of the Industrial University (now the University of Illinois) at Champaign, and reappointed in 1875. Mr. Flagg was
(1872),

;

and horticultural

also prominent in agricultural

organizations, serving as Secretary of the State
Horticultural Society from 1861 to '69, when he

became

its

President.

He was

one of the origi-

nators of the "farmers' movement," served for
as President of "The State Farmers'
Association," wrote voluminously, and delivered
addresses in various States on agricultural and

some time

horticultural topics, and, in

1875,

was elected

President of the National Agricultural Congress.
In his later years he was a recognized leader in
the Granger movement. Died, at Mora, Madison
County, 111., April 5, 1878.
FLEMING, Robert K., pioneer printer, was
born in Erie County, Pa., learned the printers'
trade in Pittsburg, and, coming west while quite

young, worked at his trade in St. Louis, finally
removing to Kaskaskia, where he was placed in
control of the office of "The Republican Advocate," which had been established in 1823, by
Elias Kent Kane. The publication of "The
Advocate" having been suspended, he revived it
in May, 1825, under the name of "The Kaskaskia
Recorder," but soon removed it to Vandalia (then
the State capital), and, in 1827, began the publication of "The Illinois Corrector," at Edwards-
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Two years later he returned to Kaskaskia
and resumed the publication of "The Recorder,"
but, in 1833, was induced to remove his office to
Belleville, where he commenced the publication
of "The St. Clair Gazette," followed by "The St.
Clair Mercury," both of which had a brief existence.
About 1843 he returned to the newspaper
business as publisher of "The Belleville Advocate," which he continued for a number of years.
He died, at Belleville, in 1874, leaving two sons
who have been prominently identified with the
ville.

history of journalism

in

Southern

Illinois,

at

and elsewhere.

Belleville

FLETCHER,

Job, pioneer and early legislator,
removed to Sangamon County, 111., in 1819; was elected Representative in 1826, and, in 1834, to the State Senate,
serving in the latter body six years. He was one
of the famous "Long Nine" which represented
Sangamon County in the Tenth General Assembly.
Mr. Fletcher was again a member of the
House in 1844-45. Died, in Sangamon County,

was born

in Virginia, in 1793,

in 1872.

FLORA, a city in Hai'ter Township, Clay
County, on the Baltimore & Ohio Southwestern
Railroad, 95 miles east of St. Louis, and 108 miles
south-soutbeastof Springfield; has barrel factory,
flouring mills, cold storage and ice plant, three
fruit-working factories, two banks, six churches

and a weekly newspaper.
1,695; (1900), 2 311

;

Population

(1890),

(1903, est.), 3,000.

FLOWER,

George, early English colonist, was
England, about 1780;
came to the United States in 1817, and was associated with Morris Birkbeck in founding the
"English Settlement" at Albion,
Edwards
County, 111. Being in affluent circumstances, he
built an elegant mansion and stocked an extensive farm with blooded animals from England
and other parts of Europe, but met with reverses
which dissipated his wealth. In common with
Mr. Birkbeck, he was one of the determined
opponents of the attempt to establish slavery in

born

in

Hertfordshire,

Illinois in 1824,

measure.

and did much to defeat that
his wife died on the same day

He and

(Jan. 15, 1862), while on a visit to a daughter at

Grayville,

111.

A book written

of the English Settlement in

—

by him

— "History

Edwards County,

and published in 1882, is a valuable contribution to the early history of that portion of the
Edward Fordhams (Flower), son of the
State.
preceding, was born in England, Jan. 31, 1805,
but came with his father to Illinois in early life;
later he returned to England and spent nearly
half a century at Sti'atford-on-Avon, where ho
111."

—
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was four times chosen Mayor of that borough
and entertained many visitors from the United
States to Shakespeare's birthplace. Died, March
26, 1883.

FOBES, Philena, educator, born in Onondaga
County, N. Y., Sept. 10, 1811; was educated at
Albany and at Cortland Seminary, Rochester,
N. Y. in 1838 became a teacher in Monticello
Female Seminary, then newly established at
Godfrey, 111., under Rev. Theron Baldwin, PrinOn the retirement of Mr. Baldwin in 1843,
cipal.
Miss Fobes succeeded to the principalship,
remaining until 1866, when she retired. For
;

at Rochester, N. Y., and
Haven, Conn., but, in 1886, she removed to
Philadelphia, where she afterwards made her
home, notwithstanding her advanced age, maintaining a lively interest in educational and
benevolent enterprises. Miss Fobes died at Philadelphia, Nov. 8, 1898, and was buried at New
Haven, Conn.
FOLEY, Thomas, Roman Catholic Bishop, born
in Baltimore, Md., in 1823; was ordained a priest
in 1846, and, two years later, was appointed Chancellor of the Diocese, being made Vicar-General
in 1867.
He was nominated Coadjutor Bishop of
the Chicago Diocese in 1869 (Bishop Duggan hav-

to Dr. W. B. Egan at $20 per acre. In
having been seized with the "gold fever,"
Mr. Forbes joined in the overland migration to
California, but, not being successful, returned
two years later by way of the Isthmus, and, having sold his possessions in Cook County, took up
his abode at Newburg, Ohio, and resumed his
occupation as a surveyor. About 1878 he again
returned to Chicago, but survived only a short
time, dying Feb. 17, 1879.
FORD, Thomas, early lawyer, jurist and Governor, was born in Uniontown, Pa v and, in boyhood, accompanied his mother (then a widow) to
1853,
1849,

The 'family soon after located
Monroe County, 111. Largely through the
efforts and aid of his half-brother, George

some years she resided

Missouri, in 1804.

New

in

ing become insane), and, in 1870, was consecrated
Bishop. His administration of diocesan work was
As a man
prudent and eminently successful.
and citizen he won the respect of all creeds and
classes alike, the State Legislature adopting
resolutions of respect and regret upon learning
of his death, which occurred at Baltimore, in
1879.

FORBES, Stephen Van

Rensselaer, pioneer
Vt., July 26, 1797;
in his youth acquired a knowledge of surveying,
and, having removed to Newburg (now South
Cleveland), Ohio, began teaching.
In 1829 he
came west to Chicago, and having joined a surveying party, went to Louisiana, returning in
the following year to Chicago, which then contained only three white families outside of Fort
Dearborn. Having been joined by his wife, he
took up his abode in what was called the "sutler's house" connected with Fort Dearborn; was
appointed one of the first Justices of the Peace,
and opened the first school ever taught in Chicago, all but three of his pupils being either
half-breeds or Indians. In 1832 he was elected, as
a Whig, the first Sheriff of Cook County; later
preempted 160 acres of land where Riverside
now stands, subsequently becoming owner of
teacher,

some

was born

1,800 acres,

at

Windham,

much

of

which he

sold,

about

Forquer, he obtained a professional education,
became a successful lawyer, and, early in life,
entered the field of politics. He served as a
Judge of the Circuit Court for the northern part
of the State from 1835 to 1837, and was again
commissioned a Circuit Judge for the Galena
circuit in 1839; in 1841 was elevated to the bench
of the State Supreme Court, but resigned the
following year to accept the nomination of his

party (the Democratic) for Governor. He was
regarded as upright in his general policy, but he
had a number of embarrassing questions to deal
with during his administration, one of these
being the Mormon troubles, in which he failed to
receive the support of his own party. He was
author of a valuable "History of Illinois," (published posthumously).
He died, at Peoria, in
greatly reduced circumstances, Nov. 3, 1850. The
State Legislature of 1895 took steps to erect a
monument over his grave.
FORD COUNTY, lies northeast of Springfield,
was organized in 1859, being cub off from Vermilion.
It is shaped like an inverted "T," and has
an area of 490 square miles; population (1900),
18,359.
The first County Judge was David Patton, and David Davis (afterwards of the United
States Supreme Court) presided over the first
Circuit Court. The surface of the county is level
and the soil fertile, consisting of a loam from one
to five feet in depth. There is little timber, nor
is there any out-cropping of stone.
The county

named in honor

of Governor Ford. The countyPaxton, which had a population, in 1890, of
2, 187.
Gibson City is a railroad center, and has a
population of 1,800.
is

seat

is

FORMAN,
was born

(Col.) Ferris,

lawyer and

in Tioga County, N. Y.,

1811; graduated at

Union College

law and was admitted to the bar

soldier,

August

25,

in 1832, studied
in

New York

in
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and in the United States Supreme Court in
came west and settled at
Vandalia, 111., where he began practice; in 1844
was elected to the State Senate for the district
composed of Fayette, Effingham, Clay and Rich-

Forman was candidate

1835,

phy.

1836; the latter year

"Gold Democracy"

land Counties, serving two years; before the
expiration of his term (1846) enlisted for the
Mexican War, and was commissioned Colonel of
the Third Regiment Illinois Volunteers, and,
after participating in a number of the most
important engagements of the campaign, was
mustered out at New Orleans, in May, 1847. Returning from the Mexican War, he brought with
him and presented to the State of Illinois a

six-pound cannon, which had been captured by
Illinois troops on the battlefield of Cerro Gordo,
and is now in the State Arsenal at Springfield.
In 1848 Colonel Forman was chosen Presidential
Elector for the State-at- large on the Democratic

where he pracmeanwhile serving
as Postmaster of Sacramento City by appointment
of President Pierce, and later as Secretary of
State during the administration of Gov. John B.
Weller (1858-60); in 1861 officiated, by appointment of the California Legislature, as Commissioner on the part of the State in fixing the
boundary between California and the Territory
ticket; in 1849

went

to California,

ticed his profession until 1853,

of Utah.

After the discharge of this duty, he

was offered the colonelcy of the Fourth California
Volunteer Infantry, which he accepted, serving
about twenty months, when he resigned. In
1866 he resumed his residence at Vandalia, and
served as a Delegate for Fayette and Effingham
Counties in the Constitutional Convention of
1869-70, also for several years thereafter held the
office of State's Attorney for Fayette County.
Later he returned to California, and, at the
latest date, was a resident of Stockton, in that
State.

FORMAN, William S., ex-Congressman, was
born at Natchez, Miss., Jan. 20, 1847. When he
was four years old, his father's family removed to
Illinois, settling in Washington County, where
he has lived ever since.
By profession he is a
lawyer, and he takes a deep interest in politics,
local, State and National.
He represented his
Senatorial District in the State Senate in the
Thirty-fourth and Thirty-fifth General Assemblies, and, in 1888, was elected, as a Democrat, to
represent the Eighteenth Illinois District in the
Fifty-first Congress, being re-elected in 1890, and
again in '92, but was defeated in 1894 for renomination by John J. Higgins, who was defeated at
the election of the same year by Everett J. Mur-

In 1896 Mr.
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for

Governor of

of the

Illinois,

receiving 8,100 votes.

FORQUER,

dieorge,

early State

officer,

was

born near Brownsville, Pa., in 1794— was the son
of a Revolutionary soldier, and older half-brother
of Gov. Thomas Ford. He settled, with his
mother (then a widow), at New Design, 111., in
1804.
After learning, and, for several years,
following the carpenter's trade at St. Louis, he
returned to Illinois and purchased the tract
whereon Waterloo now stands. Subsequently he
projected the town of Bridge water, on the Mississippi.
For a time he was a partner in trade of
Daniel P. Cook. Being unsuccessful in business,
he took up the study of law, in which he attained
marked success. In 1824 he was elected to represent

Monroe County in the House of Representbut resigned in January of the following

atives,

year to accept the position of Secretary of State,
which he was appointed by Governor Coles,
as successor to Morris Birkbeck, whom the
Senate had refused to confirm. One ground for
the friendship between him and Coles, no doubt,
was the fact that they had been united in their
opposition to the scheme to make Illinois a slave
In 1828 he was a candidate for Congress,
State.
but was defeated by Joseph Duncan, afterwards
Governor. At the close of the year he resigned
the office of Secretary of State, but, a few weeks
later (January, 1829), he was elected by the
Legislature Attorney-General. This position he
held until January, 1833, when he resigned, having, as it appears, at the previous election, been
chosen State Senator from Sangamon County,
serving in the Eighth and Ninth General AssemBefore the close of his term as Senator
blies.
(1835), he received the appointment of Register
of the Land Office at Springfield, which appears
to have been the last office held by him, as he
Mr. Forquer was a
died, at Cincinnati, in 1837.
man of recognized ability and influence, an eloquent orator and capable writer, but, in common
with some of the ablest lawyers of that time,
seems to have been much embarrassed by the
smallness of his income, in spite of his ability
and the fact that he was almost continually in

to

office.

FORREST, a village in Livingston County, at
the intersection of the Toledo, Peoria & Western
and the Wabash Railways, 75 miles east of Peoria
and 16 miles southeast of Pontiac. Considerable
grain is shipped from this point to the Chicago
market. The village has several churches and a
graded school. Population (1880), 375; (1900), 952.
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FORREST, Joseph

K. C, journalist, was born
came to Chicago

in Cork, Ireland, Nov. 26, 1820

;

soon after securing employment as a
writer on "The Evening Journal," and, later on,
"The Gem of the Prairies, " the predecessor of
"The Tribune," being associated with the latter
at the date of its establishment, in June, 1847.
During the early years of his residence in Chicago, Mr. Forrest spent some time as a teacher.
On retiring from "The Tribune," he became the
in 1840,

John Wentworth in the management
"The Chicago Democrat," a relation which
was broken up by the consolidation of the latter
with "The Tribune," in 1861. He then became
the Springfield correspondent of "The Tribune,"
associate of
of

also holding a position

on the

staff of

Governor

"The St. Louis
Democrat" and "Chicago Times," as Washington
correspondent; assisted in founding "The Chicago
Republican" (now "Inter Ocean"), in 1865, and,
some years later, became a leading writer upon
the same. He served one term as Clerk of the
city of Chicago, but, in his later years, and up to
the period of his death, was a leading contributor
to the columns of "The Chicago Evening News"
over the signatures of "An Old Timer" and "Now
or Never." Died, in Chicago, June 23, 1896.
Yates, and

still

later represented

FORRESTON, a village in Ogle County, the
terminus of the Chicago and Iowa branch of the
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad, and
point of intersection of the Illinois Central and
the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railways; 107
miles west by north from Chicago, and 12 miles
south of Freeport; founded in 1854, incorporated
by special charter in 1868, and, under the general
law, in 1888.

Farming and stock-raising are the
The village has a bank,

man, was born in Ohio, Oct. 17, 1825, and, in 1834,
removed with his parents to Illinois. In 1850 he
was elected Sheriff of Putnam County; in 1852,
Clerk of the Circuit Court, and, having meanwhile been admitted to the bar at Lacon, became
County Judge in 1857, serving until 1861. In
April of the latter year he enlisted under the first
call for troops, by re-enlistments serving till
March 24, 1866. Beginning as Quartermaster of
his regiment, he served as Chief Quartermaster of
the Fifteenth Army Corps on the "March to the
Sea," and was mustered out with the rank of
Colonel and Brevet Brigadier-General. On his
return from the field, he was elected to the State
Senate, serving in the Twenty-fifth and Twentysixth General Assemblies, and, from 1873 to 1881,
Representative in
Lacon, June 13, 1883.

as

Congress.

He

died,

at

FORT CHARTRES, a strong fortification
erected by the French in 1718, on the American
Bottom, 16 miles northwest from Kaskaskia.
soil on which it stood was alluvial, and the
limestone of which its walls were built was
quarried from an adjacent bluff. In form it was
an irregular quadrangle, surrounded on three
sides by a wall two feet two inches thick, and on
the fourth by a ravine, which, during the springtime, was full of water.
During the period of
French ascendency in Illinois, Fort Chartres was
the seat of government. About four miles east
soon sprang up the village of Prairie du Rocher
(or Rock Prairie).
(See Prairie du Rocher.) At
the outbreak of the French and Indian War
(1756), the original fortification was repaired and
virtually rebuilt. Its cost at that time is esti-

The

principal industries.

mated

water-works, electric light plant, creamery, village hall, seven churches, a graded school, and a
newspaper. Population (1890), 1.118; (1900), 1,047.
FORSYTHE, Albert P., ex Congressman, was
born at New Richmond, Ohio, May 24, 1830;
received his early education in the common

After the occupation of Illinois by the
British, Fort Chartres still remained the seat of
government until 1772, when one side of the
fortification was washed away by a freshet, and
headquarters were transferred to Kaskaskia.
The first common law court ever held in the Mississippi Valley was established here, in 1768, by
the order of Colonel Wilkins of the English
army. The ruins of the old fort, situated in the
northwest corner of Randolph County, once constituted an object of no little interest to antiquarians, but the site has disappeared during the
past generation by the encroachments of the

and at Asbury University. He was
reared upon a farm and followed farming as his
life-work.
During the War of the Rebellion he
served in the Union army as Lieutenant. In
politics he early became an ardent Nationalist,
schools,

and was chosen President of the Illinois State
Grange of the Patrons of Industry, in December,
1875, and again in January, 1878.
In 1878 he was
elected to Congress as a Nationalist, but, in 1880,
though receiving the nominations of the com-

bined Republican and Greenback parties,
defeated by Samuel W. Moulton, Democrat.

was

to

have amounted to 1,000,000 French

crowns.

Mississippi.

FORT DEARBORN, the name of a United
States military post, established at the mouth of
the Chicago River in 1803 or 1804, on a tract of
land six miles square conveyed by the Indians in
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the treaty of Greenville, concluded by General
It originally consisted of two
in 1795.

Wayne

block houses located at opposite angles (northwest and southeast) of a strong wooden stockade,
with the Commandant's quarters on the east side
of the quadrangle, soldiers' barracks on the south,
officers' barracks on the west, and magazine,

and general storethe buildings being constructed of logs, and all, except the block-houses,
being entirely within the enclosure. Its armament consisted of three light pieces of artillery.
Its builder and first commander was Capt. John
Whistler, a native of Ireland who had surrendered
with Burgoyne, at Saratoga,, N. Y., and who
contractor's (sutler's) store

house on the north

— all

subsequently became an American citizen, and
served with distinction throughout the War of
1812.
He was succeeded, in 1810, by Capt.
Nathan Heald. As early as 1806 the Indians
around the fort manifested signs of disquietude,
Tecumseh, a few years later, heading an open
armed revolt. In 1810 a council of Pottawatomies, Ottawas and Chippewas was held at St.
Joseph, Mich., at which it was decided not to
join the confederacy proposed by Chief Tecumseh.
In 1811 hostilities were precipitated by an attack
upon the United States troops under Gen.
William Henry Harrison at Tippecanoe.
In
April, 1812, hostile bands of Winnebagos appeared
in the vicinity of Fort Dearborn, terrifying the
Many of the whites
settlers by their atrocities.
sought refuge within the stockade. Within two
months after the declaration of war against
England, in 1812, orders were issued for the
evacuation of Fort Dearborn and the transfer of
The garrison at that
the garrison to Detroit.
time numbered about 70, including officers, a
large number of the troops being ill.
Almost
simultaneously with the order for evacuation
appeared bands of Indians clamoring for a distribution of the goods, to which they claimed

they were entitled under treaty stipulations.
Knowing that he had but about forty men able
to fight and that his march would be sadly
hindered by the care of about a dozen women and
twenty children, the commandant hesitated.
The Pottawatomies, through whose country he
would have to pass, had always been friendly, and
he waited. Within six days a force of 500 or 600
savage warriors had assembled around the fort.
Among the leaders were the Pottawatomie chiefs,
Black Partridge, Winnemeg and Topenebe. Of
these, Winnemeg was friendly.
It was he who
had brought General Hull's orders to evacuate,
and, as the crisis grew more and more dangerous,
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he offered sound advice. He urged instantaneous
departure before the Indians had time to agree
upon a line of action. But Captain Heald
decided to distribute the stores among the savages, and thereby secure from them a friendly
To this the aborigines
escort to Fort Wayne.
readily assented, believing that thereby all the
whisky and ammunition which they knew to be
within the enclosure, would fall into their hands.
Meanwhile Capt. William Wells, Indian Agent at
Fort Wayne, had arrived at Fort Dearborn with
a friendly force of Miamis to act as an escort.
He convinced Captain Heald that it would be the
height of folly to give the Indians liquor and gunpowder. Accordingly the commandant emptied
the former into the lake and destroyed the latter.
This was the signal for war. Black Partridge
claimed he could no longer restrain his young
braves, and at a council of the aborigines it was
resolved to massacre the garrison and settlers.
On the fifteenth of August the gates of the fort
were opened and the evacuation began. A band
of Pottawatomies accompanied the whites under
the guise of a friendly escort. They soon deserted
and, within a mile and a half from the fort,
began the sickening scene of carnage known as
Nearly 500
the "Fort Dearborn Massacre."
Indians participated, their loss being less than
twenty. The Miami escort fled at the first
exchange of shots. With but four exceptions
the wounded white prisoners were dispatched
with savage ferocity and promptitude. Those
not wounded were scattered among various tribes.
The next day the fort with its stockade was
burned. In 1816 (after the treaty of St. Louis)
the fort was rebuilt upon a more elaborate scale.
The second Fort Dearborn contained, besides barracks and officers' quarters, a magazine and
provision-store, was enclosed by a square stock-

and protected by bastions at two of its
It was again evacuated in 1823 and
re-garrisoned in 1828. The troops were once
more withdrawn in 1831, to return the following
year during the Black Hawk War. The final

ade,

angles.

evacuation occurred in 1836.

FORT GAGE, situated on the eastern bluffs of
the Kaskaskia River, opposite the village of Kaskaskia.
It was erected and occupied by the
British in 1772. It was built of heavy, square
timbers and oblong in shape, its dimensions being
290x251 feet. On the night of July 4, 1778, it was
captured by a detachment of American troops
Col. George Rogers Clark, who
held a commission from Virginia. The soldiers,
with Simon Kenton at their head, were secretly

commanded by

172
admitted to the
happened to be
Rocheblave, was
with his wife by
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fort

by a Pennsylvanian who
and the commandant,

it
was both a Jesuit missionary
and a trading post.

occupation,

within,

station

surprised in bed, while sleeping

FORT SACKVILLE, a British fortification,
erected in 1769, on the Wabash River a short
distance below Vincennes. It was a stockade,
with bastions and a few pieces of cannon. In

his side.

FORT JEFFERSON. I. A fort erected by Col.
George Rogers Clark, under instructions from
the Governor of Virginia, at the Iron Banks on
the east bank of the Mississippi, below the mouth
of the Ohio River. He promised lands to all
adult, able-bodied white males who would emigrate thither and settle, either with or without
their families.
Many accepted the offer, and
a considerable colony was established there.
Toward the close of the Revolutionary War, Virginia being unable longer to sustain the garrison,
the colony was scattered, many families going to
Kaskaskia. II. A fort in the Miami valley,
erected by Governor St. Clair and General Butler,

Within thirty miles of the
post St. Clair's army, which had been badly
weakened through desertions, was cut to pieces
by the enemy, and the fortification was abanin October, 1791.

doned.

FORT MASSAC, an early French fortification,
erected about 1711 on the Ohio River, 40 miles
from its mouth, in what is now Massac County.
It was the first fortification (except Fort St.
in the "Illinois Country," antedating
Fort Chartres by several years. The origin of
the name is uncertain. The best authorities are
of the opinion that it was so called in honor of
the engineer who superintended its construction
by others it has been traced to the name of the
French Minister of Marine others assert that it
is a corruption of the word "Massacre," a name
given to the locality because of the massacre
there of a large number of French soldiers by the

Louis)

;

The Virginians sometimes spoke of it
as the "Cherokee fort." It was garrisoned by
the French until after the evacuation of the
Indians.

country under the terms of the Treaty of Paris.
It later became a sort of depot for American
settlers, a few families constantly residing within
and around the fortification. At a very early
day a military road was laid out from the fort to
Kaskaskia, the trees alongside being utilized as
milestones, the number of miles being cut with
irons and painted red.
After the close of the
Revolutionary War, the United States Government strengthened and garrisoned the fort by

into the hands of the Americans,

and
time commanded by Captain Helm,
with a garrison of a few Americans and Illinois
French.
In December, 1778, Helm and one
private alone occupied the fort and surrendered
to Hamilton, British Governor of Detroit, who
led a force into the country around Vincennes.
FORT SHERIDAN, United States Military
Post, in Lake County, on the Milwaukee Division
of the Chicago & Northwestern Railway, 24 miles
north of Chicago. (High wood village adjacent
on the south.) Population (1890), 451 (1900), 1,575.
FORT ST. LOUIS, a French fortification on a
rock (widely known as "Starved Rock"), which
consists of an isolated cliff on the south side of
the Illinois River nearly opposite Utica, in La
Salle County.
Its height is between 130 and 140
feet, and its nearly round summit contains an
area of about three-fourths of an acre. The side
1778

it fell

was

for a

;

facing the river is nearly perpendicular and, in
natural advantages, it is well-nigh impregnable.
Here, in the fall of 1682, La Salle and Tonty
began the erection of a fort, consisting of earthworks, palisades, store-houses and a block house,
which also served as a dwelling and trading post.
windlass drew water from the river, and two
small brass cannon, mounted on a parapet, comprised the armament. It was solemnly dedicated
by Father Membre, and soon became a gathering
place for the surrounding tribes, especially the

A

But Frontenac having been succeeded
Governor of New France by De la Barre, who

Illinois.

as

was unfriendly
placed as
plots

were

to La Salle, the latter was disCommandant at Fort St. Louis, while

downfall by cutting
and inciting the Iroquois to attack

laid to secure his

off his supplies

him. La Salle left the fort in 1683, to return to
France, and, in 1702, it was abandoned as a
military post, though it continued to be a trading post until 1718, when it was raided by the
Indians and burned.
(See La Salle.

FORT WAYNE & CHICAGO RAILROAD.
(See Pittsburg, Fort

Wayne

&

Chicago Railway.)

FORT WAYNE & ILLINOIS RAILROAD.

(See

way

of defense against inroads by the Spaniards.
With the cession of Louisiana to the United

New York, Chicago & St. Louis Railway.)
FORTIFICATIONS, PREHISTORIC. Closely

States, in 1803, the fort

was evacuated and never
According to the "American
State Papers," during the period of the French

related in interest to the works of the

re-garrisoned.

builders in Illinois

mound-

—though, probably, owing their

origin to another era and an entirely different
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are those works which bear evidence of
having been constructed for purposes of defense
at some period anterior to the arrival of white
men in the country. While there are no works

race

in Illinois so elaborate in construction as those to

which have been given the names of "Fort
Ancient" on the Maumee in Ohio, "Fort Azatlan"
on the Wabash in Indiana, and "Fort Aztalan"
on Rock River in Southern Wisconsin, there are
a number whose form of construction shows that
they must have been intended for warlike purposes, and that they were formidable of their
kind and for the period in which they were conIt is a somewhat curious fact that,
structed.
while La Salle County is the seat of the first
fortification constructed by the French in Illinois
that can be said to have had a sort of permanent
character ( see Fort St. Louis and Starved Bock),
it is

also the site of a larger

fortifications,

number of

whose remains are

prehistoric

in such a state

of preservation as to be clearly discernible, than

any other section of the State of equal area. One
of the most formidable of these fortifications is
on the east side of Fox River, opposite the mouth
of Indian Creek and some six miles northeast of
Ottawa. This occupies a position of decided
natural strength, and is surrounded by three lines
of circumvallation, showing evidence of considerable engineering skill. From the size of the trees
within this work and other evidences, its age has

been estimated at not less than 1,200 years. On
the present site of the town of Marseilles, at the
rapids of the Illinois, seven miles east of Ottawa,
another work of considerable strength existed.
It is also said that the American Fur Company
had an earthwork here for the protection of its
trading station, erected about 1816 or '18, and
consequently belonging to the present century.
Besides Fort St. Louis on Starved Rock, the outline of another fort, or outwork, whose era has
not been positively determined, about half a mile
south of the former, has been traced in recent
times. De Baugis, sent by Governor La Barre, of
Canada, to succeed Tonty at Fort St. Louis, is said
to have erected a fort on Buffalo Rock, on the
opposite side of the river from Fort St. Louis,
which belonged practically to the same era as the

—

There are two points in Southern Illinois
where the aborigines had constructed fortifications to which the name "Stone Fort" has been

latter.

given.

One

Saline

River in

is a hill overlooking the
the southern part of Saline
County, where there is a wall or breastwork five
feet in height enclosing an area of less than an
acre in extent. The other is on the west side of

of these
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Lusk's Creek, in Pope County, where a breastwork has been constructed by loosely piling up
the stones across a ridge, or tongue of land, with
vertical sides and surrounded by a bend of the
creek.
Water is easily obtainable from the creek
below the fortified ridge. The remains of an old
Indian fortification were found by early settlers
of McLean County, at a point called "Old Town
Timber," about 1822 to 1825. It was believed
then that it had been occupied by the Indians
during the War of 1812. The story of the Indians
was, that it was burned by General Harrison in
1812 though this is improbable in view of the
absence of any historical mention of the fact.
Judge H. W. Beckwith, who examined its site in
1880, is of the opinion that its history goes back
as far as 1752, and that it was erected by the
Indians as a defense against the French at Kaskaskia. There was also a tradition that there
had been a French mission at this point. One of
the most interesting stories of early fortifications
in the State, is that of Dr. V. A. Boyer, an old
citizen of Chicago, in a paper contributed to the
Chicago Historical Society. Although the work
alluded to by him was evidently constructed after
the arrival of the French in the country, the
exact period to which it belongs is in doubt.
According to Dr. Boyer, it was on an elevated
ridge of timber land in Palos Township, in the
western part of Cook County. He says: "I first
saw it in 1833, and since then have visited it in
company with other persons, some of whom are
still living.
I feel sure that it was not built during the Sac War from its appearance. ... It
seems probable that it was the work of French
traders or explorers, as there were trees a century
It was evidently
old growing in its environs.
the work of an enlightened people, skilled in the
As a strategic point it
science of warfare.
most completely commanded the surrounding
country and the crossing of the swamp or 'Sag'."
Is it improbable that this was the fort occupied
by Colonel Durantye in 1G95? The remains of a
small fort, supposed to have been a French trading post, were found by the pioneer settlers of
Lake County, where the present city of Waukegan
stands, giving to that place its first name of
"Little Fort." This structure was seen in 1825
by Col. William S. Hamilton (a son of Alexander
Hamilton, first Secretary of the Treasury), who
had served in the session of the General Assembly
of that year as a Representative from Sangamon
County, and was then on his way to Green Bay,
and the remains of the pickets or palisades were
While the date of its
visible as late as 1835.

—

;

—

.

.

.
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probably belonged to the
There is
also a tradition that a fort or trading post, erected
by a Frenchman named Garay (or Guarie) stood
on the North Branch of the Chicago River prior
erection

is

unknown,

it

latter part of the eighteenth century.

to the erection of the first Fort Dearborn in 1803.

FOSS, Georpe Edmund, lawyer and Congressman, was born in Franklin County, Vt., July 2,
1863; graduated from Harvard University, in
1885; attended the Columbia Law School and
School of Political Science in New York City,
graduating from the Union College of Law
in Chicago, in 1889, when he was admitted to the
bar and began practice. He never held any
political office until elected as a Republican to
the Fifty-fourth Congress (1894), from the
Seventh Illinois District, receiving a majority of
more than 8,000 votes over his Democratic and
Populist competitors. In 1896 he was again the
candidate of his party, and was re-elected by a
majority of over 20,000, as he was a third time,
in 1898, by more than 12,000 majority. In the
Fifty-fifth Congress Mr. Foss was a member of the
Committees on Naval Affairs and Expenditures in
the Department of Agriculture.
FOSTER, (Dr.) John Herbert, physician and
finally

was born of Quaker ancestry at Hillsborough, N. H., March 8, 1796. His early years
were spent on his father's farm, but at the age
of 16 he entered an academy at Meriden, N. H.,
and, three years later, began teaching with an
older brother at Schoharie, N. Y. Having spent
some sixteen years teaching and practicing
medicine at various places in his native State, in
1832 he came west, first locating in Morgan
County, 111. While there he took part in the
Black Hawk War, serving as a Surgeon. Before
the close of the year he was compelled to come to
Chicago to look after the estate of a brother who
was an officer in the army and had been killed by
an insubordinate soldier at Green Bay. Having
thus fallen heir to a considerable amount of real
estate, which, in
subsequent years, largely
appreciated in value, he became identified with
early Chicago and ultimately one of the largest
real-estate owners of his time in the city.
He
was an active promoter of education during this
period, serving on both City and State Boards.
His death occurred, May 18, 1874, in consequence
of injuries sustained by being thrown from a
vehicle in which he was riding nine days previous.
FOSTER, John Wells, author and scientist,
educator,

II

was born at Brimfield, Mass., in 1815, and educated at Wesleyan University, Conn later studied
law and was admitted to the bar in Ohio, but
;

soon turned his attention to scientific pursuits,
being employed for several years in the geological
survey of Ohio, during which he investigated the
coal-beds of the State. Having incidentally
devoted considerable attention to the study of
metallurgy, he was employed about 1844 by
mining capitalists to make the first systematic
survey of the Lake Superior copper region, upon
which, in conjunction with J. D. Whitney, he
made a report which was published in two volumes in 1850-51. Returning to Massachusetts, he
participated in the organization of the "American
Party" there, though we find him soon after
breaking with it on the slavery question. In
1855 he was a candidate for Congress in the
Springfield (Mass.) District, but was beaten by a
small majority. In 1858 he removed to Chicago
and, for some time, was Land Commissioner of
the Illinois Central Railroad. The latter years of
his life were devoted chiefly to archaeological
researches and writings, also serving for some
years as Professor of Natural History in the (old)
University of Chicago. His works include "The
Mississippi Valley its Physical Geography, Mineral Resources," etc. (Chicago, 1869)
"Mineral
Wealth and Railroad Development," (New York,
1872) "Prehistoric Races of the United States,"
(Chicago, 1873), besides contributions to numerous scientific periodicals. He was a member of
several scientific associations and, in 1869, President of the American Association for the Advancement of Science. He died in Hyde Park,
now a part of Chicago, June 29, 1873.
FOUKE, Philip B., lawyer and Congressman,
was born at Kaskaskia, 111., Jan. 23, 1818; was
chiefly self-educated and began his career as a
clerk, afterwards acting as a civil engineer about
1841-42 was associated with the publication of
"The Belleville Advocate," later studied law,
and, after being admitted to the bar, served as
Prosecuting Attorney, being re-elected to that
office in 1856.
Previous to this, however, he had
been elected to the lower branch of the Seventeenth General Assembly (1850), and, in 1858,
was elected as a Democrat to the Thirty-sixth
Congress and re-elected two years later. While
still in Congress he assisted in organizing the
Thirtieth Regiment Illinois Volunteers, of which
he was commissioned Colonel, but resigned on
account of ill-health soon after the battle of Shiloh.
After leaving the army he removed to New
Orleans, where he was appointed Public Administrator and practiced law for some time. He then
took up the prosecution of the cotton-claims
against the Mexican Government, in which he
;

;

;

;
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was engaged some seven years, finally removing
Washington City and making several trips to
Europe in the interest of these suits. He won
to

his cases, but died soon after a decision in his
favor, largely in consequence of overtaxing his

His death occurred
in Washington, Oct. 3, 1876, when he was buried
in the Congressional Cemetery, President Grant
and a number of Senators and Congressmen acting
brain in their prosecution.

as pall-bearers at his funeral.

FOWLER,

Charles Henry, Methodist Episcopal

August 11, 1837;
was partially educated at Rock River Seminary,
Mount Morris, finally graduating at Genesee
He then began the study
College, N. Y. in 1859.
of law in Chicago, but, changing his purpose,
Bishop, born in Burford, Conn.,

,

entered Garrett Biblical Institute, at Evanston,
graduating in 1861. Having been admitted to
the Rock River Methodist Episcopal Conference
he was appointed successively to Chicago churches
till 1872; then became President of the North-

western University, holding this office four years,
when he was elected to the editorship of "The
Christian Advocate" of New York. In 1884 he
was elected and ordained Bishop. His residence
is in San Francisco, his labors as Bishop being
devoted largely to the Pacific States.
FOX RIVER (of Illinois)— called Pishtaka by
the Indians rises in Waukesha County, Wis.,
and, after running southward through Kenosha
and Racine Counties in that State, passes into

—

Illinois.

It intersects

McHenry and Kane Coun-

and runs southward to the city of Aurora,
below which point it flows southwestward, until
ties

empties into the Illinois River at Ottawa. Its
length is estimated at 220 miles. The chief
towns on its banks are Elgin, Aurora and Ottawa.
It affords abundant water power.
FOXES, an Indian tribe. (See Sacs and
it

Foxes.

)

pioneer journalist, was
Conn., May 14, 1796,
learned the printer's trade at New Haven, and. in
connection with a partner, published a paper at
In consequence of the excitement
Buffalo, N. Y.

FRANCIS, Simeon,

born

at

Wethersfield,

growing out of the abduction of Morgan in 1828,
(being a Mason) he was compelled to suspend,
and, coming to Illinois in the fall of 1831, com-

menced the publication of "The Sangamo" (now
"The Illinois State") "Journal" at Springfield,
continuing his connection therewith until 1855,
when he sold out to Messrs. Bailhache & Baker.
Abraham Lincoln was his close friend and often
wrote editorials for his paper. Mr. Francis was
active in the organization of the State Agricul-
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(1853), serving as its Recording
Secretary for several years. In 1859 he moved to
Portland, Ore., where he published "The Oregon
Farmer," and served as President of the Oregon
State Agricultural Society
in 1861 was appointed by President Lincoln, Paymaster in the
regular army, serving until 1870, wdien he retired
on half -pay. Died, at Portland, Ore., Oct. 25,
1872.
Allen (Francis), brother of the preceding,
was born at Wethersfield, Conn., April 14, 1815;
in 1834, joined his brother at Springfield, 111., and
became a partner in the publication of "The

tural Society

;

Journal" until its sale, in 1855. In 1861 he was
appointed United States Consul at Victoria, B. C,
serving until 1871, when he engaged in the fur
trade.
Later he was United States Consul at
Port Stanley, Can., dying there, about 1887.—
Josiah (Francis), cousin of the preceding, born
at Wethersfield, Conn., Jan.

17,

1804;

was early

connected with "The Springfield Journal"; in
1836 engaged in merchandising at Athens, Menard
County returning to Springfield, was elected to
the Legislature in 1840, and served one term as
Mayor of Springfield. Died in 1867.
FRANKLIN, a village of Morgan County, on
the Jacksonville & St. Louis Railroad, 12 miles
southeast of Jacksonville. The place has a newspaper and two banks; the surrounding country
is agricultural.
Population (1880), 316; (1890),
;

578; (1900), 687.

FRANKLIN COUNTY,
central part of the State

;

located

in the south-

was organized

in 1818,

and has an area of 430 square miles. Population
The county is well timbered and
(1900), 19,675.
is drained by the Big Muddy River.
The soil is
fertile and the products include cereals, potatoes,
sorghum, wool, pork and fruit. The county-seat
is Benton, with a population (1890) of 939.
The
county contains no large towns, although large,
well-cultivated farms are numerous. The earliest white settlers came from Kentucky and Tennessee, and the hereditary traditions of generous,
southwestern hospitality are preserved

among

the residents of to-day.

FRANKLIN GROVE, a town of Lee County, on
Council Bluffs Division of the Chicago & Northwestern Railway, 88 miles west of Chicago.
Grain, poultry, and live-stock are shipped from
It has banks, water-works, high school,
here.
Population (1890), 736;
and a weekly paper.
(1900), 681.

a native of Kentucky, who
an early day and
served as State Senator from Edwards County, in
the Second and Third General Assemblies, in the

FRAZIER, Robert,

came

to Southern Illinois at
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an opponent of the scheme to make
a slave State. He was a farmer by occupation and, at the time he was a member of the
Legislature, resided in what afterwards became
Wabash County. Subsequently he removed to
Edwards County, near Albion, where he died.
"Frazier*s Prairie," in Edwards County, was
latter being
Illinois

named

for him.

FREEBURG, a

village of St. Clair County, on
the St. Louis, Alton & Terre Haute Railroad, 8
miles southeast of Belleville. Population (1880),
1,038; (1890), 848; (1900), 1,214.

FREEMAN, Norman

L.,

lawyer and Supreme

Court Reporter, was born in Caledonia, Livingston County, N. Y., May 9, 1823; in 1831 accompanied his widowed mother to Ann Arbor, Mich.,
removing six years afterward to Detroit was educated at Cleveland and Ohio University, taught
school at Lexington, Ky., while studying law,
and was admitted to the bar in 1846 removed to
Shawneetown, 111., in 1851, was admitted to the
;

;

Illinois

bar and practiced some eight years.

He

then began farming in Marion County, Mo., but,
in 1862, returned to Shawneetown and, in 1863,
was appointed Reporter of Decisions by the
Supreme Court of Illinois, serving until his
death, which occurred at Springfield near the
beginning of his sixth term in office, August 23,
1894.

FREE MASONS,

the oldest secret fraternity in

— known as the "Ancient Order of Free
Accepted Masons" —the first Lodge being

the State

and

with Gen.
John Edgar, Worshipful Master; Michael Jones,
Senior Warden; James Galbraith, Junior Warden William Arundel, Secretary Robert Robinson, Senior Deacon.
These are names of persons
who were, without exception, prominent in the
instituted at Kaskaskia, June,

3,

1806,

;

;

early history of Illinois.

A

Grand Lodge was

organized at Vandalia in 1822, with Gov. Shadrach Bond as first Grand Master, but the organization of the Grand Lodge, as it now exists, took
place at Jacksonville in 1840. The number of
Lodges constituting the Grand Lodge of Illinois
in 1840 was six, with 157 members; the number
•of Lodges within the same jurisdiction in 1895

was

713,

with a membership of

47,335 resided in

were

$37,834.50;

Illinois.

50,727, of

The dues

which

for 1895

the contributions to members,

widows and orphans, §25,038.41; to nonmembers, $6,306.38, and to the Illinois Masonic
Orphans' Home, $1,315.80. —-Apollo Commandery
No. 1 of Knights Templar — the pioneer organization of its kind in this or any neighboring
State — was organized in Chicago, May 20, 1845,
their

and the Grand Commandery of the order in Illinois in 1857, with James V. Z. Blaney, Grand
Commander. In 1895 it was made up of sixtyfive subordinate commanderies, with a total
membership of 9,355, and dues amounting to
$7,754.75.
The principal officers in 1895-96 were
Henry Hunter Montgomery, Grand Commander;
John Henry Witbeck, Grand Treasurer, and Gilbert W. Barnard, Grand Recorder. The Springfield Chapter of Royal' Arch-Masons was organized
in Springfield, Sept. 17, 1841, and the Royal Arch

—

Chapter of the State at Jacksonville, April 9,
1850, the nine existing Chapters being formally
chartered Oct. 14, of the same year. The number
of subordinate Chapters, in 1895, was 186, with a
total

membership of

16,414.

—The

Grand Council

Royal and Select Masters, in 1894, embraced 32
subordinate Councils, with a membership of
of

2,318.

FREEPORT, a city and railway center, the
county-seat of Stephenson County, 121 miles west
of Chicago; has good water-power from the Pecatonica River, with several manufacturing establishments,
the output
including
carriages,
wagon-wheels, wind-mills, coffee-mills, organs,
piano-stools, leather, mineral paint,

foundry pro-

and vinegar. The Illinois Central Railroad has shops here and the city
has a Government postoffice building. Popula-

ducts, chicken incubators

tion (1890), 10,189; (1900), 13,258.
FREEPORT COLLEGE, an institution at Freeport,

111.,

incorporated in 1895;

had a faculty of

is

coeducational
with 116

six instructors in 1896,

pupils.

FREER, Lemuel Covell Paine, early lawyer,
was born in Dutchess County, N. Y., Sept. 18,
1815 came to Chicago in 1836, studied law and
was admitted to the bar in 1840 was a zealous
anti-slavery man and an active supporter of the
Government during the War of the Rebellion;
for many years was President of the Board of
Trustees of Rush Medical College. Died, in
;

;

Chicago, April

14, 1892.

FRENCH, Augustus C,

ninth

Governor of

was born in New Hampshire,
August 2, 1808. After coming to Illinois, he
became a resident of Crawford County, and a
lawyer by profession. He was a member of the
Tenth and Eleventh General Assemblies, and
Receiver, for a time, of the Land Office at PalesIllinois (1846-52),

He served as Presidential Elector in 1844,
elected to the office of Governor as a Democrat in 1846 by a majority of nearly 17,000 over
tine.

was

two competitors, and was the unanimous choice
his party for a second

term in

1848.

of

His adminis-
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was free from scandals. He was appointed
Bank Commissioner by Governor Matteson, and
later accepted the chair of Law in McKendree
College at Lebanon. In 1858 he was the nominee
of the Douglas wing of the Democratic party for
tration

State

Superintendent

of

Public

Instruction,

ex-Gov. John Reynolds being the candidate of
the Buchanan branch of the party. Both were
defeated.
His last public service was as a member from St. Clair County of the Constitutional
Convention of 1862. Died, at Lebanon, Sept. 4,
1864.

FRENCH AND INDIAN WAR.

The

first

premonition of this struggle in the West was
given in 1698, when two English vessels entered
the mouth of the Mississippi, to take possession
of the French Territory of Louisiana, which then
included what afterward became the State of
Tins expedition, however, returned
Illinois.
without result. Great Britain was anxious to
have a colorable pretext for attempting to evict
the French, and began negotiation of treaties
with the Indian tribes as early as 1724, expecting
thereby to fortify lier original claim, which was
based on the right of prior discovery. The
numerous shif tings of the political kaleidoscope in
Europe prevented any further steps in this direction on the part of England until 1748-49, when
the Ohio Land Company received a royal grant
of 500,000 acres along the Ohio River, with excluThe Company proceeded
sive trading privileges.
to explore and survey and, about 1752, established
a trading post on Loramie Creek, 47 miles north
of Dayton.
The French foresaw that hostilities

were probable, and advanced their posts as far
Allegheny River. Complaints by the
Ohio Company induced an ineffectual remonstrance on the part of Virginia. Among the
ambassadors sent to the French by the Governor
of Virginia was George Washington, who thus,
in early manhood, became identified with Illinois
His report wT as of such a nature as to
history.
induce the erection of counter fortifications by
the British, one of which (at the junction of the
Allegheny and Monongahela Rivers) was seized
and occupied by the French before its completion.
Then ensued a series of engagements which,
while not involving large forces of men, were
fraught with grave consequences, and in which
the French were generally successful. In 1755
occurred "Braddock's defeat" in an expedition to
recover Fort Duquesne (where Pittsburg now
stands), which had been captured by the French
the previous year, and the Government of Great
Britain determined to redouble its efforts. The
east as the
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final result was the termination of French domination in the Ohio Valley. Later came the downfall of French ascendency in Canada as the result
of the battle of Quebec but the vanquished yet
hoped to be able to retain Louisiana and Illinois.
But France was forced to indemnify Spain for the
loss of Florida, which it did by the cession of all
of Louisiana lying west of the Mississippi (including the city of New Orleans), and this virtually
ended French hopes in Illinois. The last military
post in North America to be garrisoned by French
troops was Fort Chartres, in Illinois Territory,
;

where

St.

Ange remained

in

command

until its

evacuation was demanded by the English.

FRENCH GOVERNORS OF

ILLINOIS. French

Governors began to be appointed by the Company
of the Indies (which see) in 1722, the "Illinois
Country"' having previously been treated as a
dependency of Canada. The first Governor ( or

"commandant") was

Pierre

Duque de

Boisbriant,

who was commandant for only three years, when
he was summoned to New Orleans (1725) to succeed de Bienville as Governor of Louisiana. Capt.
du Tisne was in command for a short time after
his departure, but was succeeded by another
Captain in the royal army, whose name is variously spelled de Liette, de Lielte, De Siette and
Delietto.
He was followed in turn by St. Ange
(the father of St. Ange de Bellerive), who died in
1742.
In 1732 the Company of the Indies surrendered its charter to the crown, and the Governors
of the Illinois Country were thereafter appointed
directly by royal authority.
Under the earlier
Governors justice had been administered under
the civil law with the change in the method of
appointment the code known as the "Common
Law of Paris" came into effect, although not
rigidly enforced because found in many particulars to be ill-suited to the needs of a new country.
The first of the Royal Governors was Pierre
d' Artaguiette, who was appointed in 1734, but was
captured while engaged in an expedition against
the Chickasaws, in 1736, and burned at the stake.
(See Z>' Artaguiette.)
He was followed by
Alphonse de la Buissoniere, who was succeeded,
in 1740, by Capt. Benoist de St. Claire.
In 1742
he gave way to the Chevalier Bertel or Berthet,
but was reinstated about 1748. The last of the
French Governors of the "Illinois Country" was
Louis St. Ange de Bellerive, who retired to St.
Louis, after turning over the command to Captain Stirling, the English officer sent to supersede
him, in 1765. (St. Ange de Bellerive died, Dec.
The administration of the French
27, 1774.)
commandants, while firm, was usually conserva;
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and benevolent. Local self-government was
encouraged as far as practicable, and, while the
tive

Governors' power over commerce was virtually
unrestricted, they interfered but little with the

ordinary

of the people.
Calvin Hamill, lawyer and State Senator, was born in Cleveland, Ohio, educated at
Finley (Ohio) High School, Beaver (Pa.) Academy
life

FREW,

and Vermilion Institute at Hayesville, Ohio. in
1862 was Principal of the High School at Kalida,
Ohio, where he began the study of law, which he
continued the next two years with Messrs. Strain
& Kidder, at Monmouth, 111., meanwhile acting
as Principal of a high school at Young America;
in 1865 removed to Paxton, Ford County, which
has since been his home, and the same year was
admitted to the bar by the Supreme Court of Illi;

nois.
Mr. Frew served as Assistant Superintendent of Schools for Ford County (1865-68) in 1868
was elected Representative in the Twenty-sixth
;

General Assembly, re-elected in 1870, and again
'78.
"While practicing law he has been connected with some of the most important cases
in

before the courts in that section of the State, and
and skill in their management are

his fidelity

by members of the bar, as well as
Judges upon the bench. Of late years he has
devoted his attention to breeding trotting horses,
with a view to the improvement of his health
but not with the intention of permanently
abandoning his profession.
FRY, Jacob, pioneer and soldier, was born in
Fayette County, Ky., Sept. 20, 1799; learned the
trade of a carpenter and came to Illinois in 1819,
working first at Alton, but, in 1820, took up his
testified

residence near the present town of Carrollton, in
which he built the first house. Greene County
was not organized until two years later, and this
border settlement was, at that time, the extreme
northern white settlement in Illinois. He served

and Deputy Sheriff (simultaneously)
for six years, and was then elected Sheriff, being
five times re-elected.
He served through the
Black Hawk War (first as Lieutenant-Colonel and
afterwards as Colonel), having in his regiment
Abraham Lincoln, O. H. Browning, John Wood
(afterwards Governor) and Robert Anderson, of
Fort Sumter fame. In 1837 he was appointed
Commissioner of the Illinois & Michigan Canal,
and re-appointed in 1839 and '41, later becoming
Acting Commissioner, with authority to settle up
the business of the former commission, which
was that year legislated out of office. He was
afterwards appointed Canal Trustee by Governor
Ford, and, in 1847, retired from connection with
as Constable

In 1850 he went to Caliwhere he engaged in mining and trade
for three years, meanwhile serving one term in
the State Senate. In 1857 he was appointed Collector of the Port at Chicago by President Buchanan, but was removed in 1859 because of his
friendship for Senator Douglas. In 1860 he
returned to Greene County in 1861, in spite of his
advanced age, was commissioned Colonel of the
Sixty-first Illinois Volunteers, and later participated in numerous engagements (among them the
battle of Shiloh), was captured by Forrest, and
canal management.
fornia,

;

ultimately compelled to resign because of impaired health and failing eyesight, finally becoming totally blind. He died, June 27, 1881, and

was buried
field.

in

Two

Oak Ridge Cemetery, near

Spring-

of Colonel Fry's sons achieved dis-

tinction during the Civil

War.

— James

Bar net

son of the preceding, was born at Carrollton, 111., Feb. 22, 1827; graduated at West
Point Military Academy, in 1847, and wT as
assigned to artillery service after a short experience as Assistant Instructor, joined his regiment,
the Third United States Artillery, in Mexico,
remaining there through 1847-48. Later, he was
employed on frontier and garrison duty, and
again as Instructor in 1853-54, and as Adjutant of
the Academy during 1854-59; became Assistant
Adjutant-General, March 16, 1861, then served as
Chief of Staff to General McDowell and General
Buell (1861-62), taking part in the battles of Bull
Run, Shiloh and Corinth, and in the campaign in
Kentucky; was made Provost-Marshal-General
of the United States, in March, 1863, and conducted the drafts of that year, receiving the rank
of Brigadier-General, April 21, 1864. He continued in this office until August 30, 1866, during
(Fry),

;

which time he put

in the

army

1,120,621

men,

arrested 76,562 deserters, collected 820,366,316.78

and made an exact enrollment of the National
forces.
After the war he served as AdjutantGeneral with the rank of Colonel, till June l
1881, when he was retired at his own request.
v

Besides his various official reports, he published a
"Sketch of the Adjutant-General's Department,

United States Army, from 1775 to 1875, '' and "History and Legal Effects of Brevets in the Armies of
Great Britain and the United States, from their
origin in 1692 to the Present Time, " (1877). Died,
in Newport, R. I., July 11, 1894.— William M.
(Fry), another son,

North

was Provost Marshal of the
during the Civil War, and

Illinois District

rendered valuable service to the Government.
FULLER, Allen Curtis, lawyer, jurist and
Adjutant-General, was born in Farmington,
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Conn., Sept.

24,

1822; studied

law at Warsaw,

N. Y., was admitted to practice, in 1846 came to
Belvidere, Boone County, 111., and, after practicing there some years, was elected Circuit Judge
in 1861.

A few months afterward he was induced

the office of Adjutant-General by
appointment of Governor Yates, entering upon
the duties of the office in November, 1861. At
first it was understood that his acceptance was
only temporary, so that he did not formally
resign his place upon the bench until July, 1862.
He continued to discharge the duties of AdjutantGeneral until January, 1865, when, having been
elected Representative in the General Assembly,
he was succeeded in the Adjutant-General's office
by General Isham N. Haynie. He served as
Speaker of the House during the following session, and as State Senator from 1867 to 1873
in the Twenty-fifth, Twenty-sixth and Twentyseventh General Assemblies. He was also elected
a Republican Presidential Elector in 1860, and
again in 1876. Since retiring from office, General
Fuller has devoted his attention to the practice of
his profession and looking after a large private
to

accept

business at Belvidere.

FULLER,

Charles E., lawyer and legislator,
Boone County, 111., March 31,
1849 attended the district school until 12 years
of age, and, between 1861 and '67, served as clerk
in stores at Belvidere and Cherry Valley.
He
then spent a couple of years in the book business
in Iowa, when (1869) he began the study of law
with Hon. Jesse S. Hildrup, at Belvidere, and
was admitted to the bar in 1870. Since then
Mr. Fuller has practiced his profession at Belvidere, was Corporation Attorney for that city in
1875-76, the latter year being elected State's
Attorney for Boone County. From 1879 to 1891
he served continuously in the Legislature, first
as State Senator in the Thirty-first and Thirtysecond General Assemblies, then as a member of
the House for three sessions, in 1888 being
returned to the Senate, where he served the
next two sessions. Mr. Fuller established a high
reputation in the Legislature as a debater, and
was the candidate of his party (the Republican)
for Speaker of the House in 1885.
He was also a
delegate to the Republican National Convention
of 1884. Mr. Fuller was elected Judge of the
Circuit Court for the Seventeenth Circuit at the

was born

at Flora,

;

judicial election of June, 1897.

FULLER,

Melville Weston, eighth Chief JusUnited States Supreme Court, was
born at Augusta, Maine, Feb. 11, 1833, graduated
from Bowdoin College in 1853, was admitted to

tice of the
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the bar in 1855, and became City Attorney of his
native city, but resigned and removed to Chicago
the following year.
Through his mother's
family he traces his descent back to the Pilgrims
of the Mayflower.
His literary and legal attainments are of a high order. In politics he has

He served as a
Delegate to the Constitutional Convention of
1862 and as a member of the Legislature in 1863,
after that time devoting his attention to the
practice of his profession in Chicago. In 1888
President Cleveland appointed him Chief Justice
of the Supreme Court, since which time he has
resided at Washington, although still claiming a
residence in Chicago, where he has considerable
property interests.
always been a strong Democrat.

FULLERTON,
and lawyer, born

Alexander N., pioneer
in Chester,

settler

Vt., in 1804,

was

educated at Middlebury College and Litchfield
Law School, and, coming to Chicago in 1833,
finally engaged in real-estate and mercantile
business, in which he was very successful.
His
name has been given to one of the avenues of
Chicago, as well as associated with one of the
prominent business blocks. He was one of the
original members of the Second Presbyterian

Church

of that city.

Died, Sept.

29, 1880.

FULTON,

a city and railway center in Whiteside County, 135 miles west of Chicago, located
on the Mississippi River and the Chicago &
Northwestern,
the
Chicago,
Burlington
&
Quincy, and the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul
Railways.
It was formerly the terminus of a
line of steamers which annually brought millions
of bushels of grain down the Mississippi from
Minnesota, Wisconsin and Illinois, returning
with merchandise, agricultural implements, etc.,
but this river trade gradually died out, having
been usurped by the various railroads. Fulton
has extensive factories for the making of stoves,
besides

some important lumber

Northern

The

industries.

Illinois College is located here.

Popu-

lation (1890), 2,099; (1900), 2,685.

FULTON COUNTY,

situated west of

and

bor-

dering on the Illinois River was originally a part
of Pike County, but separately organized in 1823
named for Robert Fulton. It has an area of 870
square miles with a population (1900) of 46,201.
The soil is rich, well watered and wooded. Drainage is effected by the Illinois and Spoon Rivers
(the former constituting its eastern boundary)
Lewistown became the
and by Copperas Creek.
county- seat immediately after county organization, and so remains to the present time (1899).
The surface of the county at a distance from the
;

—
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is generally flat, although along the Illinois
there are bluffs rising to the height of 125 feet.
The soil is rich, and underlying it are rich, workable seams of coal. A thin seam of cannel coal

river

has been mined near Avon, with a contiguous
vein of fire-clay. Some of the earliest settlers were
Messrs. Craig and Savage, who, in 1818, built a
saw mill on Otter Creek; Ossian M. Ross and

Stephen Dewey,

who

laid off

Lewistown on

his

own

land in 1822. The first hotel in the entire
military tract was opened at Lewistown by Truman Phelps, in 1827. A flat-boat ferry across the
il

i

was established at Havana, in 1823. The
Lewistown (population, 2,166),
Farmington (1,375), and Vermont (1,158).

Illinois

principal towns are

FULTON COUNTY NARROW-GAUGE RAILWAY, a

line

Illinois

River,

extending from the west bank of the
opposite Havana, to Galesburg,
61 miles. .It is a single-track, narrow-gauge
although the excavations and
road,
(3- foot)
embankments are being widened to accommodate
a track of standard gauge. The grades are few,
and, as a rule, are light, although, in one instance,
the gradient is eighty-four feet to the mile.
There are more than 19 miles of curves, the maximum being sixteen degrees. The rails are of
iron, thirty-five pounds to the yard, road not
Capital stock outstanding (1895),
ballasted.
$636,794; bonded debt, §484,000; miscellaneous
obligations, $462,362; total capitalization, $1,583,156.
The line from Havana to Fairview (31 miles)
was chartered in 1878 and opened in 1880 and the

extension from Fairview to Galesburg chartered
in 1881

hi hi

and opened

in 1882.

FUNK, Isaac, pioneer, was born in Clark
County, Ky., Nov. 17, 1797; grew up with meager
educational advantages and, in 1823, came to Illinois, finally settling at what afterwards became
known as Funk's Grove in McLean County.
Here, with no other capital than industry, perseverance, and integrity, Mr. Funk began laying
the foundation of one of the most ample fortunes
ever acquired in Illinois outside the domain of
trade or speculation. By agriculture and dealing
in live stock, he became the possessor of a large
area of the finest farming lands in the State,
which he brought to a high state of cultivation,
leaving an estate valued at his death at not less
than $2,000,000. Mr. Funk served three sessions
in the Genei'al Assembly, first as Representative
in the Twelfth (1840-42), and as Senator in the
Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth (1862-66), dying
before the close of his last term, Jan. 29, 1865.
Originally a Whig in politics, he became a Republican on the organization of that party, and gave

a liberal and patriotic support to the Government
during the war for the preservation of the Union.
During the session of the Twenty-third General
Assembly, in February, 1863, he delivered a
speech in the Senate in indignant condemnation
of the policy of the anti-war factionists, which,
although couched in homely language, aroused
the enthusiasm of the friends of the Government
throughout the State and won for its author a
prominent place in State history. Benjamin F.
(Funk), son of the preceding, was born in Funk*s
Grove Township, McLean County, 111., Oct. 17,
1838.
After leaving the district schools, he
entered the Wesleyan University at Bloomington, but suspended his studies to enter the army
in 1862, enlisting as a private in the Sixty-eighth
Illinois Volunteers.
After five months' service
he was honorably discharged, and re-entered the
University, completing a three-years' course.
For three years after graduation he followed
farming as an avocation, and, in 1869, took up
In 1871 he was
his residence at Bloomington.
chosen Mayor, and served seven consecutive
terms.
He was a delegate to the National
Republican Convention of 1888, and was the successful candidate of that party, in 1892, for Representative in Congress from the Fourteenth Illinois
District.
Lafayette (Funk), another son of Isaac
Funk, was a Representative from McLean County
in the Thirty -third General Assembly and Senator in the Thirty-fourth and Thirty-fifth.
Other
sons who have occupied seats in the same body
include George W. Representative in the Twentyseventh, and Duncan M., Representative in the
Fortieth and Forty-first Assemblies
The Funk
family have been conspicuous in the affairs of
McLean County for a generation, and its members have occupied many other positions of importance and influence, besides those named, under
the State, County and municipal governments.

—

—

,

GAGE, Lyman

J.,

Secretary of the Treasury,

was born in De Ruyter, Madison County, N. Y.,
June 28, 1836 received a common school educa;

tion in his native county, and, on the removal of

Rome, N. Y., enjoyed the
advantages of instruction in an academy. At
the age of 17 he entered the employment of the
Oneida Central Bank as office-boy and general
his parents, in 1848, to

two years afterwards, came to
Chicago, first securing employment in a planing
mill, and, in 1858, obtaining a position as bookkeeper of the Merchants' Loan and Trust Company, at a salary of $500 a year. By 1861 he had
been advanced to the position of cashier of the
utility clerk, but,
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concern, but, in 1868, he accepted the cashiership
of the First National Bank of Chicago, of which
he became the Vice-President in 1881 and, in

Mr. Gage was also one of the
1891, the President.
prominent factors in securing the location of the
World's Fair at Chicago, becoming one of the
guarantors of the §10,000,000 promised to be raised
by the city of Chicago, and being finally chosen
the

He

first

President of the Exposition Company.

also presided over the bankers' section of the

World's Congress Auxiliary in

1893,

and, for a

number of years, was President of the Civic FederChicago. On the assumption of the
Presidency by President McKinley, in March,
1897, Mr. Gage was selected for the position of
Secretary of the Treasury, which he has continued to occupy up to the present time (1899).
GALATIA, a village of Saline County, on the
Illinois Central Railroad, 40 miles southeast of
Duquoin; has a bank; leading industry is coal-

ation of

mining.

Population

(1890), 519; (1900), 642.

GALE, George

Washington, D.D., LL.D.,
clergyman and educator, was born in Dutchess
County, N. Y., Dec. 3, 1789. Left an orphan at
eight years of age, he fell to the care of older
sisters

who

inherited the vigorous character of

which they instilled into the son.
at Union College in 1814, and, having taken a course in the Theological Seminary
at Princeton, in 1816 was licensed by the Hudson
Presbytery and assumed the charge of building
up new churches in Jefferson County, N. Y.,
their father,

He graduated

serving also for six years as pastor of the Presbyterian church at

Adams.

Here

his labors

were

attended by a revival in which Charles G. Finney, the eloquent evangelist, and other eminent
men were converts. Having resigned his charge
at Adams on account of illness, he spent the
winter of 1823-24 in Virginia, where his views
were enlarged by contact with a new class of
people.
Later, removing to Oneida County,
N. Y., by his marriage with Harriet Selden he
acquired a considerable property, insuring an
income which enabled him to extend the field of
his labors.
The result was the establishment of
the Oneida Institute, a manual labor school, at
Whitesboro, with which he remained from 1827
to 1834, and out of which grew Lane Seminary
and Oberlin and Knox Colleges. In 1835 he conceived the idea of establishing a colony and an
institution of learning in the West, and a committee representing a party of proposed colonists
was appointed to make a selection of a site, which
resulted, in the following year, in the choice of
a location in Knox County, 111., including the
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the present city of Galesburg, which was
in honor of Mr. Gale, as the head of the
enterprise.
Here, in 1837, were taken the first
practical steps in carrying out plans which had
been previously matured in New York, for the
site of

named

establishment of an
received the name of
lege.

institution

which

Col-

The manual labor feature having been

finally discarded, the institution took the

of

first

Knox Manual Labor

Knox

College in 1857.

name

Mr. Gale was the lead-

ing promoter of the enterprise, by a liberal donation of lands contributing to its first endowment,
and, for nearly a quarter of a century, being
intimately identified with its history. From
1840 to '42 he served in the capacity of acting
Professor of Ancient Languages, and, for fifteen
years thereafter, as Professor of Moral Philosophy
and Rhetoric. Died, at Galesburg, Sept. 31, 1861.
William Selden (Gale), oldest son of the preceding, was born in Jefferson County, N. Y., Feb.
15, 1822, came with his father to Galesburg, 111.,
in 1836, and was educated there.
Having read
law with the Hon. James Knox, he was admitted
to the bar in 1845, but practiced only a few years,
as he began to turn his attention to measures for
the development of the country. One of these
was the Central Military Tract Railroad (now the
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy), of which he was
the most active promoter and a Director. He
was also a member of the Board of Supervisors of
Knox County, from the adoption of township
organization in 1853 to 1895, with the exception
of four years, and, during the long controversy
which resulted in the location of the county -seat
at Galesburg, was the leader of the Galesburg
party, and subsequently took a prominent part
in the erection of public buildings there. Other
positions held by him include the office of Postmaster of the city of Galesburg, 1849-53; member
of the State Constitutional Convention of 1862,
and Representative in the Twenty-sixth General
Assembly (1870-72); Presidential Elector in 1872;
Delegate to the National Republican Convention
of 1880; City Alderman, 1872-82 and 1891-95;
member of the Commission appointed by Governor Oglesby in 1885 to revise the State Revenue
Laws; by appointment of President Harrison,
Superintendent of the Galesburg Government
Building, and a long term Trustee of the Illinois
Hospital for the Insane at Rock Island, by
appointment of Governor Altgeld. He has also
been a frequent representative of his party
(the Republican) in State and District Conventions, and, since 1861, has been an active and
leading member of the Board of Trustees of

—
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Knox

Mr. Gale was married, Oct. 6,
Caroline Ferris, granddaughter of
the financial representative of the Galesburg
Colony of 1836, and has had eight children, of
College.

1845, to Miss

whom four are living. Died Sep. 1, 1900.
GALEN A,'the county-seat of Jo Daviess County,
a city and port of entry, 150 miles in a direct line
west by northwest of Chicago; is located on
Galena River, about 4^ miles above its junction
with the Mississippi, and is an intersecting point
for the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy, the Northwestern, and the Illinois Central Railroads, with
connections by stub with the Chicago Great
Western. It is built partially in a valley and
partially on the bluffs which overlook the river,
the Galena River being made navigable for vessels of deep draught by a system of lockage.
The
vicinity abounds in rich mines of sulphide of lead
(galena), from which the city takes its name.
Galena is adorned by handsome public and private buildings and a beautiful park, in which
stands a fine bronze statue of General Grant, and
a symmetrical monument dedicated to the soldiers and sailors of Jo Daviess County who lost
their lives during the Civil War.
Its industries
include a furniture factory, a table factory, two
foundries, a tub factory and a carriage factory.
Zinc ore is now being produced in and near the
city in large quantities,

will

become vast

and

its

mining

electric light plant,

and water

is

interests

owns an
furnished from

at no distant day.

It

an artesian well 1,700 feet deep. Galena was one
of the earliest towns in Northern Illinois to be
settled, its

mines having been worked in the

ter part of the seventeenth century.

lat-

Many men

of distinction in State and National affairs came
from Galena, among whom were Gen. U. S.
Grant, Gen. John A. Rawlins, Gen. John E.

Smith, Gen. John C. Smith, Gen. A. L. Chetlain,
Gen. John O. Duer, Gen. W. R. Rowley, Gen. E.
D. Baker, Hon. E. B. Washburne, Secretary of
State under Grant, Hon. Thompson Campbell,
Secretary of State of Illinois, and Judge Drurnmond. Population (1890), 5,635; (1900), 5,005.

GALENA & CHICAGO UNION RAILROAD.
(See Chicago

:

&

Northwestern Raihcay.)

GALESBURG, the

!i

county-seat of Knox County
and an important educational center. The first
settlers were emigrants from the East, a large proportion of them being members of a colony organized by Rev. George W. Gale, of Whitesboro,
N. Y., in whose honor the original village was
named. It is situated in the heart of a rich
agricultural district 53 miles northwest of Peoria,
99 miles northeast of Quincy and 163 miles south-

west of Chicago; is an important railway center,
being at the junction of the main line with two
branch lines of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy,
and the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railroads.
It was incorporated as a village in 1841, and as a
There are beauticity by special charter in 1857.
ful parks and the residence streets are well
shaded, while 25 miles of street are paved with
The city owns a system of watervitrified brick.
works receiving its supply from artesian wells
and artificial lakes, has an efficient and wellequipped paid fire-department, an electric street
car system with three suburban lines, gas and
electric lighting systems, steam-heating plant,
etc.
It also has a number of flourishing mechanical industries, including two iron foundries, agricultural implement works, flouring mills, carriage
and wagon works and a broom factory, besides
other industrial enterprises of minor importance.
The manufacture of vitrified paving brick is quite
extensively carried on at plants near the city
limits, the city itself being the shipping-point
as well as the point of administrative control.
The Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad
Company has shops and stockyards here, while
considerable coal is mined in the vicinity. The
public buildings include a courthouse, Government postoffioe building, an opera house, nineteen churches, ten public schools with a high
school and free kindergarten, and a handsome
public library building erected at a cost of §100,000, of which one-half was contributed by Mr.
Carnegie. Galesburg enjoys its chief distinction
as the seat of a large number of high class literary institutions, including Knox College (nonsectarian), Lombard University (Universalist),
and Corpus Christi Lyceum and University, and
St.

Joseph's

Academy

(both

Roman

Catholic).

Three interurban electric railroad lines connect
Galesburg with neighboring towns. Pop. (1890),
15,264; (1900), 18,607.

GALLATIN COUNTY, one of three counties
organized in Illinois Territory in 1812 the others
being Madison and Johnson. Previous to that
date the Territory had consisted of only two counties, St. Clair and Randolph.
The new county
was named in honor of Albert Gallatin, then
Secretary of the Treasury. It is situated on the
Ohio and Wabash Rivers, in the extreme southeastern part of the State, and has an area of 349
square miles; population (1900), 15,836. The first
cabin erected by an American settler was the
home of Michael Sprinkle, who settled at Shawneetown in 1800. The place early became an
important trading post and distributing point.

—
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ferry across the

Wabash was

established in

by Alexander Wilson, whose descendants
conducted it for more than seventy-five years.
Although Stephen Rector made a Government
survey as early as 1807, the public lands were not
placed on the market un*il 1818. Shawneetown,
the county-seat, is the most important town,
having a population of some 2, 200. Bituminous
coal is found in large quantities, and mining is
an important industry. The prosperity of the
county has been much retarded by floods, particu1803,

At the
at Shawneetown and Equality.
former point the difference between high and
low water mark in the Ohio River has been as
much as fifty -two feet.
GALLOWAY, Andrew Jackson, civil engineer,
was born of Scotch ancestry in Butler County,
Pa., Dec. 21,-1814; came with his father to Corydon, Ind., in 1820, took a course in Hanover College, graduating as a civil engineer in 1837 then
came to Mount Carmel, White County, 111., with
a view to employment on projected Illinois railroads, but engaged in teaching for a year, having
among his pupils a number who have since been
prominent in State affairs. Later, he obtained
employment as an assistant engineer, serving for
a time under William Gooding, Chief Engineer of
the Illinois & Michigan Canal was also Assistant
Enrolling and Engrossing Clerk of the State
Senate in 1840-41, and held the same position in
the House in 1846-47, and again in 1848-49, in the
meantime having located a farm in La Salle
County, where the present city of Streator stands.
In 1849 he was appointed Secretary of the Canal
Trustees, and, in 1851, became assistant engineer
on the Illinois Central Railroad, later superintending its construction, and finally being transferred to the land department, but retiring in
1855 to engage in real-estate business in Chicago,
dealing largely in railroad lands. Mr. Galloway
was elected a County Commissioner for Cook
County, and has since been connected with many
measures of local importance.
GALYA, a town in Henry Count}', 45 miles
larly

;

;

GARDNER,

a village in Garfield

18.3

Township,

Grundy County, on the Chicago & Alton

Rail-

road, 65 miles south-southwest of Chicago

and 26
miles north-northeast of Pontiac; on the Kankakee and Seneca branch of the "Big Four," and
the Elgin, Joliet & Eastern R. R. Coal-mining
is the principal industry.
Gardner has two
banks, four churches, a high school, and a weekly
paper.
Population (1890), 1,094; (1900), 1,036.

GARDNER, COAL CITY & NORMANTOWN
RAILWAY. (See Elgin, Joliet & Eastern Railway.)

GARY, Joseph Easton, lawyer and jurist, was
born of Puritan ancestry, at Potsdam, St. Lawrence County, N. Y., July 9, 1821. His early
educational advantages were such as were furnished by district schools and a village academy,
and, until he was 22 years old, he worked at the
carpenter's bench.
In 1843 he removed to St.
Louis, Mo., where he studied law.
After admission to the bar, he practiced for five years in
Southwest Missouri, thence going to Las Vegas,
and to San Francisco, Cal. in
In 1856 he settled in Chicago, where he
has since resided. After seven years of active
practice he was elected to the bench of the
Superior Court of Cook County, where he has sat
for thirty years, being four times nominated by
both political parties, and his last re-election for
a term of six years, occurring in 1893. He presided at the trial of the Chicago anarchists in
1886 one of the causes celebres of Illinois. Some
of his rulings therein were sharply criticised, but
he was upheld by the courts of appellate jurisdiction, and his connection with the case has given
him world-wide fame. In November, 1888, the
Supreme Court of Illinois transferred him to the
bench of the Appellate Court, of which tribunal
he has been three times Chief Justice.
N. M., in 1849,

,

1853.

—

—

GASSETTE,

Norman Theodore, real-estate
wasbornatTownsend.Vt., April 21, 1839,
came to Chicago at ten years of age, and, after

operator,

spending a year at Shurtleff College, took a prepar-

summit

atory collegiate course at the Atwater Institute,
Rochester, N. Y. In June, 1861, he enlisted as
a private in the Nineteenth Regiment Illinois
Volunteers, rising in the second year to the rank
of First Lieutenant, and, at the battle of Chickamauga, by gallantry displayed while serving as

sippi

an

Aid-de-Camp,

for

a

southeast

of

Rock Island and 48 miles north-

northwest of Peoria; the point of intersection of
the Rock Island & Peoria and the Chicago, BurIt stands at the
lington & Quincy Railways.
of the dividing ridge between the Missisand the Illinois Rivers, and is a manufacturing and coal-mining town.
It has eight
churches, three banks, good schools, and two
weekly newspapers.
The surrounding country
is agricultural and wealthy, and is rich in coal.

Population

(1890), 2,409; (1900), 2,682.

winning a recommendation
brevet Lieutenant-Colonelcy.
The war
over, he served one term as Clerk of the Circuit
Court and Recorder, but later engaged in the realestate and loan business as the head of the extensive firm of Norman T. Gassette & Co.
He was t
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Republican in politics, active in Grand Army
and prominent as a Mason, holding the

circles

Grand Commander of
of Eminent
Knights Templar of Illinois on occasion of the
Triennial Conclave in Washington in 1889. He
also had charge, as President of the Masonic
Fraternity Temple Association of Chicago, for
some time prior to his decease, of the erection of
the Masonic Temple of Chicago. Died, in Chicago, March 26, 1891.
GATE WOOD, William Jefferson, early lawyer,
was born in Warren Count3 Ky., came to
Franklin County, 111., in boyhood, removed to
Shawneetown in 1823, where he taught school
position

r

,

studying law; was
admitted to the bar in 1828, and served in five
General Assemblies as Representative in 1830-32,
and as Senator, 1834-42. He is described as a man
of fine education and brilliant talents. Died,

two

Commissioners to select a

Jan.

8,

1842.

GAULT, John C,

railway manager, was born
at Hooksett, N. H., May 1, 1829; in 1850 entered
the local freight office of the Manchester & Lawrence Railroad, later becoming General Freight
Agent of the Vermont Central. Coming to Chicago in 1859, he successively filled the positions
of Superintendent of Transportation on the
Galena & Chicago Union, and (after the consolidation of the latter with the Chicago & Northwestern),
that
of
Division
Superintendent,
General Freight Agent and Assistant General
Manager; Assistant General Manager of the
Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul; General Manager of the Wabash (1879-83) Arbitrator for the
trunk lines (1883-85), and General Manager of
the Cincinnati, New Orleans & Texas Pacific
(1885-90), when he retired.
Died, in Chicago,
;

August

29, 1891.

GENERAL ASSEMBLIES. The following is a
of the General Assemblies

which have met

since the admission of Illinois as a State up to
1898 from the First to the Fortieth inclusive—

—

with the more important acts passed by each and
the duration of their respective sessions
First General Assembly held two sessions,
the first convening at Kaskaskia, the State CapiOct. 5, and adjourning Oct. 13, 1818.
The
second met, Jan. 4, 1819, continuing to March 31.
Lieut-Gov. Pierre Menard presided over the Sen-

tal,

ate, consisting of thirteen

members, while John
Messinger was chosen Speaker of the House,
containing twenty-seven members. The most
important business transacted at the first session
was the election of two United States Senators
Ninian Edwards and Jesse B. Thomas, Sr.— and

site for

a

new

State

which resulted in its location at Vandalia.
The sessions were held in a stone building
with gambrel-roof pierced by dormer-windows,
the Senate occupying the lower floor and the
House the upper. The length of the first session
was nine days, and of the second eighty-seven—
Capital,

total,

ninety -six days.

Second General Assembly convened

or three years while

—

list

the filling of minor State and judicial offices. At
the second session a code of laws was enacted,
copied chiefly from the Virginia and Kentucky
statutes, including the law concerning "negroes
and mulattoes, " which long remained on the
statute book. An act was also passed appointing

at

Van-

Dec. 4, 1820. It consisted of fourteen
Senators and twenty-nine Representatives.- John
McLean, of Gallatin County, was chosen Speaker
A leading topic of discussion was
of the House.
dalia,

the incorporation of a State Bank. Money was
scarce and there was a strong popular demand
To
for an increase of circulating medium.
appease this clamor, no less than to relieve traders

Assembly estabBank), despite
the earnest protest of McLean and the executive
veto.
A stay-law was also enacted at this session
The number
for the benefit of the debtor class.
of members of the next Legislature was fixed at
eighteen Senators and thirty-six Representatives
this provision remaining in force until 1831.
The session ended Feb. 15, having lasted seventyand

agriculturists, this General

lished a State

—

Bank

(see State

.

four days.

Third General Assembly convened, Dec.
Lieutenant-Governor Hubbard presided

1822.

2,

in

the Senate, while in the organization of the
lower house, William M. Alexander was chosen
Speaker.
Governor Coles, in his inaugural,
called attention to the existence of slavery in
Illinois despite the Ordinance of 1787, and urged
the adoption of repressive measures.
Both
branches of the Legislature being pro-slavery in
sympathy, the Governor's address provoked
bitter and determined opposition.
On Jan. 9,
1823, Jesse B. Thomas was re-elected United
States Senator, defeating John Reynolds, Leonard
White and Samuel D. Lockwood. After electing
Mr. Thomas and choosing State officers, the
General Assembly proceeded to discuss the majority and minority reports of the committee to
which had been referred the Governor's address.
The minority report recommended the abolition
of slavery, while that of the majority favored
the adoption of a resolution calling a convention
to amend the Constitution, the avowed object
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make Illinois a slave State. The latter
was adopted, but the pro-slavery party in
the House lacked one vote of the number necesbeing to
report

sary to carry the resolution by the constitiitional
two-thirds majority. What followed has always
been regarded as a blot upon the record of the

Third General Assembly. Nicholas Hansen, who
had been awarded the seat from Pike County
at the beginning of the session after a contest
brought by his opponent, John Shaw, was unseated after

the adoption

reconsider the vote by

of

a

resolution

to

which he had been several

weeks before declared

elected.

Shaw having

thus been seated, the resolution was carried by
the necessary twenty-four votes. Mr. Hansen,
although previously regarded as a pro-slavery
man, had voted with the minority when the
resolution was first put upon its passage.
Hence
followed his deprivation of his seat. The triumph
of the friends of the convention was celebrated
by what Gov. John Reynolds (himself a conventionist) characterized as "a wild and indecorous
procession by torchlight and liquor."
(See
Slavery and Slave Laws. ) The session adjourned
Feb. 18, having continued seventy-nine days.
Fourth General Assembly. This body held
two sessions, the first being convened, Nov. 15,
1824, by proclamation of the Executive, some
three weeks before the date for the regular
session, in order to correct a defect in the law
relative to counting the returns for Presidential
Electors.

Thomas Mather was

elected Speaker

of the House, while Lieutenant-Governor

Hub-

bard presided in the Senate. Having amended
the law concerning the election returns for Presidential Electors, the Assembly proceeded to the
election of two United States Senators one to
fill the unexpired term of ex-Senator Edwards

—

and the other for the full term beginJohn McLean was chosen
4, 1825.
for the first and Elias Kent Kane for the second.
Five circuit judgeships were created, and it was
provided that the bench of the Supreme Court
should consist of four Judges, and that semi(resigned)

ning March

annual sessions of that tribunal should be held at
the State capital.
(See Judicial Department.)
The regular session came to an end, Jan. 18, 1825,
but at its own request, the Lieutenant-Governor
and acting Governor Hubbard re-convened the
body in special session on Jan. 2, 1826, to enact a
new apportionment law under the census of 1825.
A sine die adjournment was taken, Jan. 28, 1826.
One of the important acts of the regular session
of 1825

was the adoption

law in

Illinois,

of the first free-school
the measure having been intro-
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duced by. Joseph Duncan, afterwards Governor of
the State. This Legislature was in session a total
of ninety-two days, of which sixty-five were
during the first session and twenty-seven during
the second.
Fifth General Assembly convened, Dec. 4,
1826, Lieutenant-Governor Kinney presiding in
the Senate and John McLean in the House. At
the request of the Governor an investigation into
the management of the bank at Edwardsville was
had, resulting, however, in the exoneration of its
officers.
The circuit judgeships created by the
preceding Legislature were abrogated and their
incumbents legislated out of office. The State
was divided into four circuits, one Justice of the
Supreme Court being assigned to each. (See
Judicial Department.) This General Assembly
also elected a State Treasurer to succeed Abner
Field, James Hall being chosen on the ninth
ballot.
The Supreme Court Judges, as directed
by the preceding Legislature, presented a well
digested report on the revision of the laws, which
was adopted without material alteration. One of
the important measures enacted at this session
was an act establishing a State penitentiary, the
funds for its erection being obtained by the
sale of saline lands in Gallatin County.
(See
Alton Penitentiary; also Salt Manufacture.)
The session ended Feb. 19
having continued
seventy-eight days.
Sixth General Assembly convened, Dec. 1.
1828.
The Jackson Democrats had a large majorJohn McLean was, for the
ity in both houses.
third time, elected Speaker of the House, and,
later in the session, was elected United States
Senator by a unanimous vote. A Secretary of
State, Treasurer and Attorney-General were also
appointed or elected. The most important legisAuthorizing
lation of the session was as f ollows
the sale of school lands and the borrowing of the
proceeds from the school fund for the ordinary
governmental expenses; providing for a return
to the viva voce method of voting; creating a
fifth judicial circuit and appointing a Judge
therefor providing for the appointment of Commissioners to determine upon the route of the

—

:

;

Illinois

&

Michigan Canal, to sell lands and comThe Assembly adjourned,
1829, having been in session fifty-four days.

mence its
Jan.

23,

construction.

Seventh General Assembly met, Dec. 6, 1830.
The newly-elected Lieutenant-Governor, Zadoc
and William L. D. Ewing presided
Casey,
over the two houses, respectively.
John Reynolds was Governor, and, the majority of the
Senate being made up of his political adversaries,
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experienced no little difficulty in securing the
confirmation of his nominees. Two United
States Senators were elected: Elias K. Kane
being chosen to succeed himself and John M.
Robinson to serve the. unexpired term of John
McLean, deceased. The United States census of
1830 gave Illinois three Representatives in Congress instead of one, and this General Assembly
passed a re-apportionment law accordingly. The
number of State Senators was increased to
twenty-six, and of members of the lower house
to fifty-five. The criminal code was amended by
the substitution of imprisonment in the penitentiary as a penalty in lieu of the stocks and
public flogging. This Legislature also authorized
the borrowing of §100,000 to redeem the notes of
the State Bank which were to mature the following year. The Assembly adjourned, Feb. 16, 1831,
the session having lasted seventy-three days.

General Assembly.

On

Dec.

20,

John M. Robinson was

elected United States Senator

re-

Abraham Lincoln

was among the new members, but took no conspicuous part in the discussions of the body. The
principal public laws passed at this session were

:

Providing for the borrowing of §500,000 to bcused in the construction of the Illinois & Michigan Canal and the appointment of a Board of
Commissioners to supervise its expenditure;
incorporating the Bank of the State of Illinois;
and authorizing a loan of §12,000 by Cook County,
at 10 per cent interest per annum from the
county school fund, for the erection of a court
house in that county. The second session of this
Assembly convened, Dec. 7, 1835, adjourning, Jan.
A new canal act was passed, enlarging
18, 1836.
the Commissioners' powers and pledging the faith
of the State for the repayment of money bor-

rowed

A new

to aid in its construction.

appor-

The session
began Dec. 3, 1832, and ended March 2, 1833.
William L. D. Ewing was chosen President pro
tempore of the Senate, and succeeded Zadoc

tionment law was also passed providing for the
election of forty-one Senators and ninety-one

Casey as Lieutenant-Governor, the latter having
been elected a Representative in Congress.
Alexander M. Jenkins presided over the House as
Speaker. This Legislature enacted the first general incorporation laws of Illinois, their provisions
being applicable to towns and public libraries.
It also incorporated several railroad companies,
one line from Lake Michigan to the Illinois
River (projected as a substitute for the canal),
one from Peru to Cairo, and another to cross the
Other charState, running through Springfield.
ters were granted for shorter lines, but the incorporators generally failed to organize under them.
A notable inci dent in connection with this session
was the attempt to impeach Theophilus W. Smith,
a Justice of the Supreme Court. This was the first

deceased. The length of the first session was
seventy -five days, and of the second forty -three
days total, 118.

Eighth

—

and

character in the State's his1899.
Failing to secure a
conviction in the Senate (wdiere the vote stood
twelve for conviction and ten for acquittal, with
four Senators excused from voting), the House
attempted to remove him by address, but in this
the Senate refused to concur. The first mechanics' lien law was enacted by this Legislature,
as also a law relating to the "right of way" for
"public roads, canals, or other public works."
The length of the session was ninety days.
Ninth General Assembly. This Legislature
held two sessions. The first began Dec. 1, 1834,
and lasted to Feb. 13, 1835. Lieutenant-Governor
Jenkins presided in the Senate and James Semple
•was elected Speaker of the House without oppolast trial of this

tory,

mm

sition.

between 1818 and

Representatives, and

W.

L. D.

Ewing wras

elected

United States Senator, to succeed Elias K. Kane,

—

Tenth General Assembly, like its predecessor, held two sessions.
The first convened Dec. 5,
1836, and adjourned March 6, 1837.
The Whigs
controlled the Senate by a large majority, and
elected William H. Davidson, of White County,
President, to succeed Alexander M. Jenkins,

who

had resigned the Lieutenant-Governorship. (See
Jenkins, Alexander M. )
James Semple was
re-elected Speaker of the House, which was
fully two-thirds

was remarkable

Democratic.
for the

This Legislature

number

of

its

members

who

afterwards attained National prominence.
Lincoln and Douglas sat in the lower house, both
voting for the same candidate for Speaker Newton Cloud, an independent Democrat. Besides
these, the rolls of this Assembly included the
names of a future Governor, six future United
States Senators, eight Congressmen, three Illinois
Supreme Court Judges, seven State officers, and
a Cabinet officer. The two absorbing topics for
legislative discussion and action were the system
of internal improvements and the removal of the
State capital.
(See Internal Improvement Policy

—

and State

Capitals.

)

The friends

of Springfield

such a combination that that city
was selected as the seat of the State government,
while the Internal Improvement Act was passed
over the veto of Governor Duncan. A second
session of this Legislature met on the call of the
finally effected
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Governor, July

10, 1837,

and adjourned July

22.

An

act legalizing the suspension of State banks
was adopted, but the recommendation of the Gov-

ernor for the repeal of the internal improvement
The length of the first
legislation was ignored.
session was ninety-two days and of the second
thirteen

—total 105.

Eleventh General Assembly.

body

This

held both a regular and a special session. The
former met Dec. 3, 1838, and adjourned March 4,
The Whigs were in a majority in both
1839.
houses, and controlled the organization of the
Senate.

In the House, however, their candidate

—

Speaker— Abraham Lincoln failing to secure
his full party vote, was defeated by W. L. D.
Ewing. At this session §800,000 more was appropriated for the "improvement of water- waj s and
the construction of railroads, all efforts to put an
end to, or even curtail, further expenditures on
account of internal improvements meeting with
defeat.
An appropriation (the first) was made
for a library for the Supreme Court the Illinois
Institution for the Education of the Deaf and
Dumb was established, and the further issuance
of bank notes of a smaller denomination than §5
was prohibited. By this time the State debt had
increased to over §13,000,000, and both the people
and the Governor were becoming apprehensive as
for

r

'

'

;

to ultimate results of this prodigal outlay.

A

appeared imminent, and the Governor, on
Dec. 9, 1839, convened the Legislature in special
(This was the
session to consider the situation.
first session ever held at Springfield and, the new
State House not being completed, the Senate, the
House and the Supreme Court found accommodation in three of the principal church edifices.
The struggle for a change of State policy at this
session was long and hard fought, no heed being
given to party lines. The outcome was the virtual abrogation of the entire internal improvement system. Provision was made for the calling
in and destruction of all unsold bonds and the
speedy adjustment of all unsettled accounts of
the old Board of Public Works, which was legislated out of office. The special session adjourned
crisis

;

Feb.

two

3,

1840.

Length of regular

session ninety-

days, of the special, fifty-seven

Twelfth General Assembly.

—total,

149.

This Legislature was strongly Democratic in both branches.
It first convened, by executive proclamation,
Nov. 23, 1840, the object being to provide for payment of interest on the public debt. In reference
to this matter the following enactments were
made Authorizing the hypothecation of §300, 000
internal improvement bonds, to meet the interest
:
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1, 1841; directing the issue of bonds to
be sold in the open market and the proceeds
applied toward discharging all amounts due on
interest account for which no other provision was
made levying a special tax of ten cents on the
§100 to meet the interest on the last mentioned
For the compleclass of bonds, as it matured.
tion of the Northern Cross Railroad (from Spring-

due Jan.

;

field to

Jacksonville) another appropriation of

was made. The called session adjourned,
sine die, on Dec. 5, and the regular session began
two days later. The Senate was presided over by
§100,000

the Lieutenant-Governor (Stinson H. Anderson),
and William L. D. Ewing was chosen Speaker of
the House. The most vital issue was the propriety of demanding the surrender of the charter of
the State Bank, with its branches, and here
party lines were drawn. The Whigs finally
succeeded in averting the closing of the institutions which had suspended specie payments, and
in securing for those institutions the privilege of
issuing small bills.
A law reorganizing the judiciary was passed by the majority over the executive veto, and in face of the defection of some of
its members.
On a partisan issue all the Circuit
Judges were legislated out of office and five Justices added to the bench of the Supreme Court.
The session was stormy, and the Assembly adjourned March 1, 1841. This Legislature was in
session ninety-eight days thirteen during the
special session and eighty-five during the regular.

—

Thirteenth General Assembly consisted

of

forty-one Senators and 121 Representatives; convened, Dec. 5, 1842. The Senate and House were

Democratic by two-thirds majority in each.
Lieut. -Gov. John Moore was presiding officer of
the Senate and Samuel Hackelton Speaker of the
House, with W. L. D. Ewing, who had been
acting Governor and United States Senator, as
Clerk of the latter. Richard Yates, Isaac N.
Arnold, Stephen T. Logan and Gustavus Koerner,
were among the new members. The existing
situation seemed fraught with peril. The State
debt was nearly §14,000,000; immigration had
been checked the State and Shawneetown banks
had gone down and their currency was not worth
fifty cents on the dollar; Auditor's warrants were
worth no more, and Illinois State bonds were
quoted at fourteen cents. On Dec. 18, Judge
Sidney Breese was elected United States Senator,
having defeated Stephen A. Douglas for the
Democratic caucus nomination, on the nineteenth
ballot, by a majority of one vote.
The State
Bank (in which the State had been a large shareholder) was permitted to go into liquidation upon
;
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the surrender of State bonds in exchange for a
like amount of bank stock owned by the State.
The same conditional release was granted to the
bank at Shawneetown. The net result was a

and the inaugural of Governor French were leading incidents. The Democrats had a two-thirds
majority in each house. Lieut. -Gov. Joseph B.
Wells presided in the Senate, and Newton Cloud

reduction of the State debt by about §3,000,000.
The Governor was authorized to negotiate a
loan of §1,600,000 on the credit of the State, for
the purpose of prosecuting the work on the canal
and meeting the indebtedness already incurred.

was elected Speaker of the House, the complimentary vote of the Whigs being given to Stephen
T. Logan.
Stephen A. Douglas was elected

The Executive was

also

made

sole

"Fund Com-

missioner" and, in that capacity, was empowered
(in connection with the Auditor) to sell the
railroads, etc., belonging to the State at public
Provision was also made for the redempauction.
tion of the bonds hypothecated with Macalister
and Stebbins. (See Macalister and Stebbins
Bonds.) The Congressional distribution of the
moneys arising from the sale of public lands was
acquiesced in, and the revenues and resources of
the State were pledged to the redemption "of

every debt contracted by an authorized agent for a
good and valuable consideration." To establish
a sinking fund to meet such obligation, a tax of
twenty cents on every §100, payable in coin, was
This Legislature also made a re-apporlevied.
tionment of the State into Seven Congressional
The Legislature adjourned, March 6,
Districts.
1843, after a session of ninety-two days.

Fourteenth General Assembly convened
Dec. 2, 1844, and adjourned March 3, 1845, the session lasting ninety-two days. The Senate was
composed of twenty-six Democrats and fifteen
Whigs; the House of eighty Democrats and
thirty-nine Whigs. David Davis was among the
new members. William A. Richardson defeated
Stephen T. Logan for the Speakership, and James
Semple was elected United States Senator to succeed Samuel McRoberts, deceased. The canal
law was amended by the passage of a supplemental act, transferring the property to Trustees
and empowering the Governor to complete the
negotiations for the borrowing of §1,000.000 for
its

The State revenue being inmeet the ordinary expenses of the

construction.

sufficient to

government, to say nothing of the arrears of
interest on the State debt, a tax of three mills on
each dollar's worth of property was imposed for
1845 and of three and one-half mills thereafter.
Of the revenue thus raised in 1845, one mill was
set apart to pay the interest on the State debt
and one and one-half mills for the same purpose
from the taxes collected in 1846 "and forever

thereafter."

7,

Fifteenth General Assembly convened Dec.
1846.
The farewell message of Governor Ford

United States Senator, the whigs voting for Cyrus
Edwards. State officers were elected as follows
Auditor, Thomas H. Campbell; State Treasurer,
Milton Carpenter both by acclamation; and
Horace S Cooley was nominated and confirmed
Secretary of State. A new school law was
enacted the sale of the Gallatin County salines
was authorized the University of Chicago was
incorporated, and the Hospital for the Insane at

—

;

;

Jacksonville established; the sale of the "Northern Cross Railroad was authorized; District
Courts were established and provision was made
;

for refunding the

adjourned,

March

The Assembly

State debt.
1,

1847,

after

a session of

eighty-five days.

Sixteenth General Assembly. This was the
Legislature to convene under the Constitution of 1847. There were twenty-five members
in the Senate and seventy-five in the House.
The body assembled on Jan. 1, 1849, continufirst

—

ing in session until Feb. 12 the session being
limited by the Constitution to six weeks. Zadoc
Casey was chosen Speaker, defeating Richard
Yates by a vote of forty -six to nineteen. After
endorsing the policy of the administration in
reference to the Mexican War and thanking the
soldiers, the Assembly proceeded to the election
of United States Senator to succeed Sidney
Breese.
The choice fell upon Gen. James Shields,
the other caucus candidates being Breese and
McClernand, while Gen. William F. Thornton led
the forlorn hope for the Whigs. The principle of
the Wilmot proviso was endorsed. The Governor
convened the Legislature in special session on
Oct. 22.
A question as to the eligibility of Gen.
Shields having arisen (growing out of his nativity
and naturalization), and the legal obstacles having been removed by the lapse of time, he was
re-elected Senator at the special session. Outside
of the passage of a general law authorizing the
incorporation of railroads, little general legislation was enacted. The special session adjourned
Nov. 7. Length of regular session forty-three
days; special, seventeen total sixty.

—

Seventeenth General Assembly convened
Jan.

6,

session

1851,

adjourned

forty-three

days.

Feb.

17

Sidney

Senator) was chosen Speaker.

The

— length
Breese
session

of

(ex-

was
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characterized by a vast amount of legislation, not
which was well considered. By joint reso-

all of

lution of both houses the

endorsement of the

Wilmot proviso at the previous session was
The first homestead exemption act
rescinded.
was passed, and a stringent liquor law adopted,
the sale of liquor in quantities less than one quart
being prohibited. Township organization was
authorized and what was virtually free-banking

was sanctioned. The latter law was ratified by
popular vote in November, 1851. An act incorporating the Illinois Central Railroad was also
passed at this session, the measure being drafted
by James L. D. Morrison. A special session of
this Assembly was held in 1852 under a call by
the Governor, lasting from June 7 to the 23d
seventeen days. The most important general
legislation of the special session was the reapportionment of the State into nine Congressional
Districts.

This Legislature was in session a total

of sixty days.

Eighteenth General Assembly.

The

first

convened Jan. 3, 1853, and
adjourned Feb. 14. The Senate was composed of
twenty Democrats and five Whigs the House, of
fifty-nine Democrats, sixteen Whigs and one
Lieutenant-Governor
Koerner
"Free-Soiler. "
presided in the upper, and ex-Gov. John Reynolds
Governor Matteson was
in the lower house.
inaugurated on the 16th; Stephen A. Douglas was
re-elected United States Senator, Jan. 5, the
Whigs casting a complimentary vote for Joseph
More than 450 laws were enacted, the
Gillespie.
(or regular)

session

:

majority being "private acts. "

The prohibitory

temperance legislation of the preceding General
Assembly wT as repealed and the license system
This body also passed the famous
re enacted.
"black laws" designed to prevent the immigration
negroes into the State. The sum of
for the erection and
furnishing of an executive mansion the State
Agricultural Society was incorporated; the remainder of the State lands was ordered sold, and
any surplus funds in the treasury appropriated
toward reducing the State debt. A special session
was convened on Feb. 9, 1854, and adjourned
March 4. The most important measures adopted
were: a legislative re-apportionment, an act providing for the election of a Superintendent of
Public Instruction, and a charter for the Mississippi & Atlantic Railroad.
The regular session
lasted forty-three days, the special twenty-four
of

free

§18,000

was appropriated

;

— total,

sixty-seven.

Nineteenth General Assembly met Jan. 1,
1855, and adjourned Feb. 15 — the session lasting
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Thomas J. Turner was elected
The political complexion
of the Legislature was much mixed, among the
members being old-line Whigs, Abolitionists,
Free-Soilers, Know-Nothings, Pro-slavery Demoforty-six days.

Speaker of the House.

and
Anti-Nebraska
Democrats.
The
Nebraska question was the leading issue, and in
reference thereto the Senate stood fourteen
Nebraska members and eleven anti-Nebraska the
House, thirty-four straight-out Democrats, while
crats

;

the entire strength of the opposition was fortyone.
A United States Senator was to be chosen
to succeed Gen. James Shields, and the friends of

had a clear majority of four on joint
the caucus nominee of the Whigs, and General Shields of the Democrats.
The two houses met in joint session Feb. 8.
The result of the first ballot was, Lincoln, fortyfree-soil

Abraham Lincoln was

ballot.

five;

Shields,

present,

but

forty-one;

not

voting,

scattering,

thirteen;

Mr.

one.

Lincoln's
strength steadily waned, then rallied slightly on
the sixth and seventh ballots, but again declined.
Shields' forty-one votes rising on the fifth ballot
to

forty-two, but having dropped on the next

ballot to forty-one, his

name was withdrawn and

that of Gov. Joel A. Matteson substituted. Matteson gained until he received forty-seven votes,
which was the limit of his strength. On the
ninth ballot, Loncoln's vote having dropped to
his name was withdrawn at his own
request, his support going, on the next ballot, to
fifteen,

Lyman Trumbull, an anti-Nebi aska Democrat,
who received fifty-one votes to forty-seven for
-

—

Matteson and one for Archibald Williams one
not voting. Trumbull, having received
a majority, was elected.
Five members had
voted for him from the start. These were Senators John M. Palmer, Norman B. Judd and Burton
C. Cook, and Representatives Henry S. Baker and
George T. Allen. It had been hoped that they
would, in time, come to the support of Mr. Lincoln, but they explained that they had been
instructed by their constituents to vote only for
an anti-Nebraska Democrat. They were all subsequently prominent leaders in the Republican
Having inaugurated its work by accomparty.

member

plishing a political revolution, this Legislature
proceeded to adopt several measures more or less
radical in their tendency.

One

of these

was the

Blaine liquor law, with the condition that

it be
submitted to popular vote. It failed of ratification by vote of the people at an election held in
the following June. A new common school law

was enacted, and railroads were required to fence
their tracks. The Assembly also adopted a reso-
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lution calling for a Convention to

amend the Con-

was defeated at the polls.
Twentieth General Assembly convened Jan.
adjourned, sine die, Feb. 19. A
5, 1857, and

stitution, but this

Republican State administration, with Governor
Bissell at its head, had just been elected, but the
Legislature was Democratic in both branches.
Lieut. -Gov. John Wood presided over the Senate,
and Samuel Holmes, of Adams County, defeated

Isaac N. Arnold, of Cook, for the Speakership of
the House. Among the prominent members were
Norman B. Judd, of Cook; A. J. Kuykendall, of
Johnson Shelby M. Cullom, of Sangamon John
A. Logan, of Jackson; William R. Morrison, of
Monroe; Isaac N. Arnold, of Cook; Joseph Gillespie, of Madison, and S. W. Moulton, of Shelby.
Among the important measures enacted by this
General Assembly were the following: Acts
;

;

and maintaining free schools; establishing a Normal University at Normal amending
the banking law providing for the general incorestablishing

;

;

poration of railroads providing for the building
of a new penitentiary and funding the accrued
;

;

arrears of interest on the public debt.

Length of

session, forty-six days.

Twenty-first General Assembly convened
3, 1859, and was in session for fifty-three
days, adjourning Feb. 24. The Senate consisted
of twenty-five, and the House of seventy-five
members. The presiding officers were: of the

Jan.

—

Senate, Lieut. -Gov.

Wood;

of the House,

W.

R.

Morrison, of Monroe County, who defeated his
Republican opponent, Vital Jarrot, of St. Clair,
on a viva voce vote. The Governor's message

showed a reduction of §1,166,877 in the State debt
during two years preceding, leaving a balance of
principal and arrears of interest amounting to
§11,138,454.

On

Jan.

6,

the Assembly, in

1859,

joint session, elected Stephen A. Douglas to suc-

ceed himself as United States Senator, by a vote
of fifty-four to forty-six for

Abraham

Lincoln.

The Legislature was thrown into great disorder
in consequence of an attempt to prevent the
receipt from the Governor of a veto of a legislative apportionment bill which had been passed by
the Democratic majority in the face of bitter
opposition on the part of the Republicans, who
denounced it as partisan and unjust.

Twenty-second General Assembly convened
in regular session on Jan.

7, 1861, consisting of
twenty-five Senators and seventy-five RepresentFor the first time in the State's history,
atives.
the Democrats failed to control the organization

of either house.

Lieut. -Gov. Francis A.

presided over the Senate, and

I!

HJ

S.

Hoffman

M. Cullom, of

Sangamon, was chosen Speaker of the House, the
Democratic candidate being James W. Singleton.
Thomas A. Marshall, of Coles County, was elected
President pro tern, of the Senate over A. J. Kuykendall, of Johnson. The message of the retiring
Governor (John Wood) reported a reduction of
the State debt, during four years of Republican
administration, of §2,860,402, and showed the
number of banks to be 110, whose aggregate circulation

was

Lyman Trumbull was

$12,320,964.

January

re-elected United States Senator on

10,

receiving fifty-four votes, to forty-six cast for
Samuel S. Marshall. Governor Yates was inaugurated, Jan.

14.

The most important

legislation

of this session related to the following subjects

the separate property rights of married women
the encouragement of mining and the support of
public schools the payment of certain evidences
of State indebtedness; protection of the purity of
the ballot-box, and a resolution submitting to the
people the question of the calling of a Convention
to amend the Constitution. Joint resolutions were
passed relative to the death of Governor Bissell
to the appointment of Commissioners to attend a
Peace Conference in Washington, and referring
The latter deprecated
to federal relations.
amendments to the United States Constitution, but
expressed a willingness to unite with any States
which might consider themselves aggrieved,
in petitioning Congress to call a convention
for the consideration of such amendments, at the
same time pledging the entire resources of Illinois to the National Government for the preservation of the Union and the enforcement of the
laws. The regular session ended Feb. 22, having
Immediately following
lasted forty-seven days.
President Lincoln's first call for volunteers to
suppress the rebellion, Governor Yates reconvened the General Assembly in special session to
consider and adopt methods to aid and support
the Federal authority in preserving the Union and
protecting the rights and property of the people.
The two houses assembled on April 23. On April
25 Senator Douglas addressed the members on the
issues of the day, in response to an invitation con;

—

veyed in a joint resolution. The special session
closed May 3, 1861, and not a few of the legislators
promptly volunteered in the Union army.
Length of the regular session, forty-seven days;
of the special, eleven

—total fifty-eight.

Twenty-third General Assembly was composed of twenty-five Senators and eighty-eight
Representatives.

was Democratic
officer of

It

5, 1863, and
The presiding

convened Jan.

in both branches.

the Senate was Lieutenant-Governor
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Hoffman; Samuel A. Buckmaster was elected
Speaker of the House by a vote of

fifty -three to

On Jan. 12, William A. Richardson
was elected United States Senator to succeed
S. A. Douglas, deceased, the Republican nominee
being Governor Yates, who received thirty-eight
twenty-five.

votes out of a total of 103 cast.
of the session

was devoted

to

Much of the time
angry discussion of

the policy of the National Government in the
prosecution of the war. The views of the opposing parties were expressed in majority and minor'

ity

reports

Relations

from the

Committee on Federal

— the former condemning and the latter

The
upholding the Federal administration.
majority report was adopted in the House on
12, by a vote of fifty-two to twenty-eight,
and the resolutions which it embodied were at

Feb.

once sent to the Senate for concurrence. Before
they could be acted upon in that body a Democratic Senator J. M. Rodgers, of Clinton County
died.
This left the Senate politically tied, a
Republican presiding officer having the deciding
vote.
Consequently no action was taken at the
time, and, on Feb. 14, the Legislature adjourned

—

—

till

June

2.

Immediately upon re-assembling,

joint resolutions relating to a sine die adjourn-

ment were introduced in both houses. A disagreement regarding the date of such adjournment

when Governor Yates,
power conferred upon him by the
ensued,

the
Constitution in
exercising

such cases, sent in a message (June 10, 1863)
proroguing the General Assembly until "the
Saturday next preceding the first Monday in
January, 1865." The members of the Republican
minority at once left the hall. The members of
the majority convened and adjourned from day
to day until June 24, when, having adopted an
address to the people setting forth their grievance
and denouncing the State executive, they took a
recess until the Tuesday after the first Monday of
January, 1864. The action of the Governor, having been submitted to the Supreme Court, was
sustained, and no further session of this General
Assembly was held. Owing to the prominence
of political issues, no important legislation was
effected at this session, even the ordinary appropriations for the State institutions failing. This
caused much embarrassment to the State Government in meeting current expenses, but banks and
capitalists came to its aid, and no important
interest was permitted to suffer.
The total
length of the session was fifty days forty -one
days before the recess and nine days after.
Twenty-fourth General Assembly convened
Jan. 2, 1865, and remained in session forty-six

—
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twT enty-rive Senators and
The Republicans
had a majority in both houses. Lieutenant-Governor Bross presided over the Senate, and Allen
C. Fuller, of Boone County, was chosen Speaker
of the House, over Ambrose M. Miller, Democrat,
the vote standing 48 to 23. Governor Yates, in
his valedictory message, reported that, notwithstanding the heavy expenditure attendant upon
the enlistment and maintenance of troops, etc.,
the State debt had been reduced $987,786 in four
years.
On Jan. 4, 1865, Governor Yates was
elected to the United States Senate, receiving
days.

It consisted of

Representatives.

eighty-five

sixty-four votes to forty three cast for

James

C.

Robinson. Governor Oglesby was inaugurated Jan.
16.
The Thirteenth Amendment to the United
States Constitution was ratified by this Legislature, and sundry special appropriations made.
Among the latter was one of §3,000 toward the
State's proportion for the establishment of a
National Cemetery at Gettysburg; §25,000 for
the purchase of the land on which is the tomb
of the deceased Senator Douglas; besides sums
for establishing a home for Soldiers' Orphans and
an experimental school for the training of idiots
and feeble-minded children. The first act for
the registry of legal voters was passed at this
session.

Twenty-fifth General Assembly.
This
body held one regular and two special sessions.
It first convened and organized on Jan. 7, 1867.
Lieutenant-Governor Bross presided over the
upper, and Franklin Corwin, of La Salle County,
over the lower house. The Governor (Oglesby),
in his message, reported a reduction of §2,607,958

two years preceding,
and recommended various appropriations for pubin the State debt during the
lic

purposes.

vention to

He

also urged the calling of a Con-

amend

the Constitution.

On

Jan.

15,

Lyman Trumbull was

chosen United States Senator, the complimentary Democratic vote being
given to T. Lyle Dickey, who received thirtythree votes out of 109. The regular session lasted
The Fourfifty-three days, adjourning Feb. 28.
teenth Amendment to the United States Constitution was ratified and important legislation enacted
relative to State taxation and the regulation of
public warehouses a State Board of Equalization
of Assessments was established, and the office of
;

Attorney-General created.
(Under this law
Robert G. Ingersoll was the first appointee.)
Provision was made for the erection of a new
State House, to establish a Reform School for
Juvenile Offenders, and for the support of other
State institutions.

The

first

special session con-
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vened on June

11, 1867,

having been summoned

to consider questions relating to internal revenue.

having surrendered
Governor found it
necessary to make immediate provision for the
management of that institution. Not having
included this matter in his original call, no necessity then existing, he at once summoned a
second special session, before the adjournment
of the first. This convened on June 14, remained
in session until June 28, and adopted what is
substantially the present penitentiary law of the
This General Assembly was in session
State.
seventy-one days fifty-three at the regular,

The

lessee of the penitentiary

his lease without notice, the

—

three at the
second.

first special

session

and

fifteen at the

Twenty-sixth General Assembly convened
The Republicans had a majority in
4, 1869.
each house. The newly elected Lieutenant-Governor, John Dougherty, presided in the Senate,
and Franklin Corwin. of Peru, was again chosen
Jan.

Speaker of the House. Governor Oglesby submitted his final message at the opening of the
session, showing a total reduction in the State
debt during his term of §4,743,821. Governor
John M. Palmer was inaugurated Jan. 11. The
most important acts passed by this Legislature
were the following: Calling the Constitutional
Convention of 1869; ratifying the Fifteenth
Amendment to the United States Constitution
granting well behaved convicts a reduction in
their terms of imprisonment for the prevention
of cruelty to animals providing for the regula;

;

Speaker (over William R. Morrison, Democrat),
while Lieutenant-Governor Dougherty presided in
the Senate. The latter occupied the Hall of Representatives in the old State Capitol, while the
House held its sessions in a new church edifice
erected by the Second Presbyterian Church.
John A. Logan was elected United States Senator, defeating Thomas J. Turner (Democrat) by a
vote, on joint ballot, of 131 to 89.
This was the
first Illinois Legislature to meet after the adoption
of the Constitution of 1870, and its time was
mainly devoted to framing, discussing and passing laws required by the changes in the organic
law of the State. The first special session opened
on May 24 and closed on June 22, 1871, continuing thirty days. It was convened by Governor
Palmer to make additional appropriations for the
necessary expenses of the State Government and
for the continuance of work on the new State
House. The purpose of the Governor in summoning the second special session was to provide
financial relief for the city of Chicago after the
great

fire

of Oct. 9-11, 1871.

moned by

special telegrams

Members were sumand were in their

continuing in session to Oct. 24
twelve days. Governor Palmer had already
suggested a plan by which the State might
aid the stricken city without doing violence
to either the spirit or letter of the new Conseats Oct.

13,

—

stitution,
legislation.

which expressly prohibited special
Chicago had advanced $2,500,000

toward the completion of the Illinois & Michigan
Canal, under the pledge of the State that this

fares on railroads; estabNormal University; pro-

outlay should be made good. The Legislature
voted an appropriation sufficient to pay both

viding for the erection of the Northern Insane

principal and interest of this loan, amounting, in
round numbers, to about §3,000,000. The ad-

tion of

freights

and

lishing the Southern

and establishing a Board of Commissioners of Public Charities. The celebrated
"Lake Front Bill," especially affecting the

Hospital;

interests of

great

deal

though

the
of

of Chicago, occupied

city

time

during this

session,

a

and

finally passed over the Governor's veto,

was repealed in 1873. This session was interrupted by a recess which extended from March
April 13.
The Legislature re-assembled April 14, and adjourned, sine die, April 20,
having been in actual session seventy-four days.
12

to

Twenty-seventh General Assembly had
four sessions, one regular, two special and one
adjourned. The first convened Jan. 4, 1871, and
adjourned on April

when

17,

having lasted 104 days,

a recess was taken to Nov. 15 following.
The body was made up of fifty Senators and 177
Representatives. The Republicans again controlled both houses, electing William M. Smith,

journed session opened on Nov. 15, 1871, and came
an end on April 9, 1872 having continued 147
days. It was entirely devoted to considering and
adopting legislation germane to the new Constitution.
The total length of all sessions of this
General Assembly was 293 days.
to

—

Twenty-eighth General Assembly convened
It was composed of fifty-one Sena8, 1873.
tors and 153 Representatives; the upper house
Jan.

standing thirty-three Republicans to eighteen
Democrats, and the lower, eighty-six Republicans
to sixty- seven Democrats.
The Senate chose
John Early, of Winnebago, President pro tempore,
and Shelby M. Cullom was elected Speaker of the
House. Governor Oglesby was inaugurated Jan.
13, but, eight days later, was elected to the United
States Senate, being succeeded in the Governorship by Lieut. -Gov. John L. Beveridge. An
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appropriation of $1,000,000 was made for carrying
on the work on the new capitol and various other
acts of a public character passed, the most important being an amendment of the railroad law of
the previous session. On May 6, the Legislature

The purpose of the
recess was to enable a Commission on the Revision
of the Laws to complete a report. The work was
duly completed and nearly all the titles reported
by the Commissioners were adopted at the
adjourned until Jan.

8,

1874.

adjourned session. An adjournment, sine die,
was taken March 31, 1874 the two sessions
having lasted, respectively, 119 and 83 days

—

total 202.

Twenty-ninth General Assembly convened
While the Republicans had a plu6, 1875.

Jan

both houses, they were defeated in an
secure their organization through a
fusion of Democrats and Independents. A. A.
Glenn (Democrat) was elected President pro tempore of the Senate (becoming acting LieutenantGovernor), and Elijah M. Haines was chosen
presiding officer of the lower house. The leaders
on both sides of the Chamber were aggressive,
and the session, as a whole, was one of the most
turbulent and disorderly in the history of the
Little legislation of vital importance
State.
rality in

effort to

regular appropriation bills) was
This Legislature adjourned, April 15,
having been in session 100 days.
(outside

of

enacted.

Thirtieth General Assembly convened Jan.
and adjourned, sine die, on May 24. The
Democrats and Independents in the Senate united
in securing control of that body, although the
House was Republican. Fawcett Plumb, of La
Salle County, was chosen President pro tempore
of the upper, and James Shaw Speaker of the
3 1877,
;

lower, house.

The inauguration

of State officers

Shelby M. Cullom becoming
Governor and Andrew Shuman, Lieutenant-Governor. This was one of the most exciting years
in American political history
Both of the dominant parties claimed to have elected the President,
took place Jan.

8,

and the respective votes in the Electoral College
were so close as to excite grave apprehension in

many

minds.

of a Senator

It

was

by the

also the year for the choice

Illinois Legislature,

and the

country was directed
toward this State.
Gen. John M. Palmer was
the nominee of the Democratic caucus and John
A. Logan of the Republicans. On the twentyfourth ballot the name of General Logan was
withdrawn, most of the Republican vote going
to Charles B. Lawrence, and the Democrats going
over to David Davis, who, although an original
attention of

the

entire
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Republican and friend of Lincoln, and Justice of
the Supreme Court by appointment of Mr. LinOn
coln, had become an Independent Democrat.
the fortieth ballot (taken Jan. 25), Judge Davis
received 101 votes, to 94 for Judge Lawrenx
(Republican) and five scattering, thus securing
Davis' election. Not many acts of vital importance were passed by this Legislature. Appellate
Courts were established and new judicial districts
created; the original jurisdiction of county
courts was enlarged; better safeguards were
thrown about miners measures looking at once
to the supervision and protection of railroads were
passed, as well as various laws relating chiefly to
the police administration of the State and of
municipalities. The length of the session was
;

142 days.

Thirty-first General Assembly convened
8, 1879, with a Republican majority in each

Jan.

house. Andrew Shuman, the newly elected Lieutenant-Governor, presided in the Senate, and
William A. James of Lake County was chosen
Speaker of the House. John M. Hamilton of
McLean County (afterwards Governor), was
chosen President pro tempore of the Senate.
John A. Logan was elected United States Senator
on Jan. 21, the complimentary Democratic vote
being given to Gen. John C. Black. Various
laws of public importance were enacted by this
Legislature, among them being one creating the
Bureau of Labor Statistics the first oleomargarine law; a drainage and levee act; a law for the
reorganization of the militia; an act for the
regulation of pawnbrokers; a law limiting the
pardoning power, and various laws looking
toward the supervision and control of railways.
The session lasted 144 days, and the Assembly
adjourned, sine die, May 81, 1879.
;

Thirty second General Assembly convened
Jan.

5,

1881, the

Republicans having a majority
Lieutenant-Governor Hamil-

in both branches.

ton presided in the Senate, William J. Campbell
of Cook County being elected President pro tempore. Horace H. Thomas, also of Cook, was
chosen Speaker of the House. Besides the routine legislation, the most important measures
enacted by this Assembly were laws to prevent
the spread of pleuro-pneumonia among cattle;
regulating the sale of firearms; providing more
stringent penalties for the adulteration of food,
drink or medicine; regulating the practice of
pharmacy and dentistry amending the revenue
and school laws and requiring annual statements
from official custodians of public moneys. The
Legislature adjourned May 30, after having been
;

;
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was called together again
by the Governor on March 23,
1882, to pass new Legislative and Congressional
Apportionment Laws, and for the consideration
of other subjects. The special session lasted

in session 146 days, but
in special session

forty-four days, adjourning May
occupying a total of 190 days.

5— both

sessions

Thirty-third General Assembly convened
2, 1883, with the Republicans again in the
majority in both houses. William J. Campbell
was re-elected President pro tempore of the

Jan.

Senate, but not until the sixty-first ballot, six
Republicans refusing to be bound by the nomination of a caucus held prior to their arrival at

Loren C. Collins, also of Cook, was
elected Speaker of the House. The complimentary Democratic vote was given to Thomas M. Shaw
in the Senate, and to Austin O. Sexton in the
House. Governor Cullom, the Republican caucus
nominee, was elected United States Senator, Jan.
16, receiving a majority in each branch of the
The celebrated "Harper
General Assembly.
High-License Bill," and the first "Compulsory
School Law" were passed at this session, the
other acts being of ordinary character. The
Legislature adjourned June 18, having been in
Springfield.

session 168 days.

Thirty-fourth General Assembly convened
The Senate was Republican by a
7, 1885.
majority of one, there being twenty -six members
of that party, twenty-four Democrats and one
greenback Democrat. William J. Campbell, of
Cook County, was for the third time chosen
President pro tempore. The House stood seventysix Republicans and seventy-six Democrats, with
one member Elijah M. Haines of Lake County
calling himself an "Independent." The contest

Jan.

—

for the

Speakership continued until Jan.

29,

when, neither party being able to elect its nominee, the Democrats took up Haines as a candidate
and placed him in the chair, with Haines' assistance, filling the minor offices with their own
men. After the inauguration of Governor
Oglesby, Jan. 30, the first business was the election of a United States Senator. The balloting
proceeded until May 18, when John A. Logan received 103 votes to ninety-six for Lambert Tree and

—

five scattering.
Three members one Republican
and two Democrats had died since the opening
of the session and it was through the election of

—

;

a Republican in place of one of the deceased
Democrats, that the Republicans succeeded in
electing their candidate. The session was a
stormy one throughout, the Speaker being, much
of the time, at odds with the House, and an

unsuccessful effort was made to depose him.
Charges of bribery against certain members were
preferred and investigated, but no definite result
was reached. Among the important measures
passed by this Legislature were the following
joint resolution providing for submission of an
amendment to the Constitution prohibiting contract labor in penal institutions; providing by
resolution for the appointment of a non-partisan

A

:

Commission of twelve to draft a new revenue
code the Crawford primary election law an act
amending the code of criminal procedure establishing a Soldiers' and Sailors' Home, subsequently located at Quincy creating a Live-Stock
Commission and appropriating §531,712 for the
completion of the State House. The Assembly
adjourned, sine die, June 26, 1885, after a session
;

;

;

;

of 171 days.

Thirty-fifth General Assembly convened
The Republicans had a majority of
5, 1887.
twelve in the Senate and three in the House.
For President pro tempore of the Senate, August
W. Berggren was chosen; for Speaker of the
House, Dr. William F. Calhoun, of De Witt
County. The death of General Logan, which
had occurred Dec. 26, 1886, was officially announced by Governor Oglesby and, on Jan. 18,
Jan.

Charles B. Farwell

was

elected to succeed

him

as

United States Senator.

William R. Morrison and
Benjamin W. Goodhue were the candidates of
the Democratic and Labor parties, respectively.
Some of the most important laws passed by this
General Assembly were the following: Amend
ing the law relating to the spread of contagious
diseases among cattle, etc.
the Chase bill to
prohibit book-making and pool-selling; regulating trust companies; making the Trustees of
;

the University of Illinois elective; inhibiting
aliens from holding real estate, and forbidding
the marriage of first cousins. An act virtually
creating a new State banking system was also

by popular vote.
Other acts, having more particular reference to
Chicago and Cook County, were; a law making

passed, subject to ratification

and counties responsible for three-fourths
damage resulting from mobs and riots the
Merritt conspiracy law; the Gibbs Jury Commission law. and an act for the suppression of
bucket-shop gambling. The session ended June
cities

of the

;

having continued 162 days.
Thirty-sixth General Assembly convened

15, 1887,

7, 1889, in its first (or regular) session, tho
Republicans being largely in the majority. The
Senate elected Theodore S. Chapman of Jersey
County, President pro tempore, and the House

Jan.
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Asa C Matthews of Pike County, Speaker. Mr.
Matthews was appointed First Comptroller of the
Treasury by President Harrison, on May 9 (see
Matthews, Asa C. ), and resigned the Speakership
on the following day. He was succeeded by
James H. Miller of Stark County. Shelby M.
Cullom was re-elected to the United States Senate
on January 22, the Democrats again voting for
ex-Gov. John M. Palmer. The "Sanitary Drainage District Law," designed for the benefit of the
city of Chicago, was enacted at this session an
asylum for insane criminals was established at
;

Chester; the annexation of

cities,

towns, villages,

under certain conditions, was authorized;

etc.,

more stringent legislation was enacted relative to
the circulation of obscene literature a new compulsory education law was passed, and the employment on public works of aliens who had not
declared their intention of becoming citizens was
prohibited. This session ended, May 28.
A
;

was convened by Governor Fifer
on July 24, 1890, to frame and adopt legislation
rendered necessary by the Act of Congress locating the World's Columbian Exposition at Chicago.
special session

Mr. Miller having died in the interim, William G.
Cochran, of Moultrie County, was chosen Speaker
of the House. The special session concluded
Aug. 1, 1890, having enacted the following measures An Act granting the use of all State lands,
(submerged or other) in or adjacent to Chicago, to
the World's Columbian Exposition for a period to
extend one year after the closing of the Exposition; authorizing the Chicago Boards of Park
Commissioners to grant the use of the public
parks, or any part thereof, to promote the objects
of such Exposition a joint resolution providing
for the submission to the people of a Constitutional Amendment granting to the city of Chicago
the power (provided a majority of the qualified
voters desired it) to issue bonds to an amount not
exceeding $5,000,000, the same to bear interest
and the proceeds of their sale to be turned over
to the Exposition Managers to be devoted to the
(See
use and for the benefit of the Exposition.
The total
also Worlds Columbian Exposition.)
;

;

length of the two sessions was 150 days.

Thirty-seventh General Assembly convened
7, 1891, and adjourned June 12 following.

Jan.

Lieut. -Gov.

Ray

W. Matthews

presided in the Senate, Milton
(Republican), of Urbana, being

The Democrats had
House and elected Clayton E.
The most
Crafts, of Cook County, Speaker.
exciting feature of the session was the election of
elected President pro tern.

control in the

a United States Senator to succeed Charles B.
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Farwell. Neither of the two leading parties had
a majority on joint ballot, the balance of power
being held by three "Independent" members of
the House, who had been elected as representatives of the Farmers' Mutual Benevolent AlliRichard J. Oglesby was the caucus
ance.
nominee of the Republicans and John M. Palmer
of the Democrats.
For a time the Independents
stood as a unit for A. J. Streeter, but later two of
the three voted for ex-Governor Palmer, finally,
on March 11, securing his election on the 154th
Meanwhile, the Repubballot in joint session.
licans had cast tentative ballots for Alson J.
Streeter and Cicero J. Lindley, in hope of drawing the Independents to their support, but without
effective result.
The final ballot stood Palmer,

—

103

;

Lindley, 101, Streeter

1.

Of

1,296 bills intro-

duced in both Houses at this session, only 151
became laws, the most important being: The
Australian ballot law, and acts regulating building and loan associations prohibiting the employment of children under thirteen at manual labor
fixing the legal rate of interest at seven per cent
prohibiting the "truck system" of paying employes, and granting the right of suffrage to
women in the election of school officers. An
amendment of the State Constitution permitting
the submission of two Constitutional Amendments to the people at the same time, was submitted by this Legislature and ratified at the
election of 1892.
The session covered a period of
;

157 days.

Thirty-eighth General Assembly.
This
body convened Jan. 4, 1893. The Democrats were
in the ascendency in both houses, having a
majority of seven in the Senate and of three in
the lower house. Joseph R. Gill, the LieutenantGovernor, was ex-officio President of the Senate,
and John W. Coppinger, of Alton, was chosen
President pro tern. Clayton E. Crafts of Cook
County was again chosen Speaker of the House.
The inauguration of the new State officers took
place on the afternoon of Tuesday, Jan. 10. This
Legislature was in session 164 days, adjourning
June 16, 1893. Not very much legislation of a
general character was enacted. New Congressional

and

Legislative

apportionments

were

passed, the former dividing the State into twenty-

two

districts;

an Insurance Department was

a naval militia was established; the
scope of the juvenile reformatory was enlarged
and the compulsory education law was amended.
created;

Thirty-ninth

General

Legislature held two sessions
special.

Assembly.

—a

This
regular and a

The former opened Jan.

9,

1895,

and
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June

closed

14,

following.

The

com-

political

—

plexion of the Senate was Republicans, thirtythree; Democrats, eighteen; of the House,
ninety-two Republicans and sixty-one Democrats.

John Meyer, of Cook County, was elected Speaker
of the House, and Charles Bogardus of Piatt
County, President pro tem. of the Senate. Acts
were passed making appropriations for improvement of the State Fair Grounds at Springfield
authorizing the establishment of a Western HosInsane ($100,000); appropriating
for the Insane;
$65,000 for an Asylum for Incurable Insane $50,one
000, each, for two additional Normal Schools
in Northern and the other in Eastern Illinois;
$25,000 for a Soldiers' Widows' Home— all being
new institutions besides $15,000 for a State
exhibition at the Atlanta Exposition; $65,000 to
mark, by monuments, the position of Illinois
troops on the battlefields of Chickamauga, Lookout Mountain and Missionary Ridge. Other acts
passed fixed the salaries of members of the General Assembly at $1,000 each for each regular
session; accepted the custody of the Lincoln
monument at Springfield, authorized provision
for the retirement and pensioning of teachers in
public schools, and authorized the adoption of
pital

for

the

$100,000 for a

Western Hospital

;

—

—

civil service rules for cities.

The

special session

convened, pursuant to a call by the Governor, on
June 25, 1895, took a recess, June 28 to July 9,
re-assembled on the latter date, and adjourned,
Outside of routine legislasine die, August 2.
tion, no laws were passed except one providing
additional necessary revenue for State purposes
and one creating a State Board of Arbitration.
The regular session continued 157 days and the

—

twenty -nine total 186.
Fortieth General Assembly met in regular
session at Springfield, Jan. 6, 1897, and adjourned,
sine die, June 4. The Republicans had a majority in both branches, the House standing eightyeight Republicans to sixty -three Democrats and
two Populists, and the Senate, thirty-nine Republicans to eleven Democrats and one Populist,
giving the Republicans a majority on joint ballot
of fifty votes. Both houses were promptly organized by the election of Republican officers, Edward
C. Curtis of Kankakee County being chosen
Speaker of the House, and Hendrick V. Fisher,
special

of

Henry County, President pro tem. of the SenGovernor Tanner and the other Republican

ate.

State officers were formally inaugurated on
Jan. 11, and, on Jan. 20, William E. Mason
(Republican) was chosen United States Senator
to succeed John M. Palmer, receiving in joint

session 125 votes to seventy-seven for

John

P.

Altgeld (Democrat). Among the principal laws
enacted at this session were the following: An
act concerning aliens and to regulate the right to
hold real estate, and prescribing the terms and
conditions for the conveyance of the same;
empowering the Commissioners who were appointed at the previous session to ascertain and
mark the positions occupied by Illinois Volunteers
in the battles of Chickamauga, Lookout Mountain and Missionary Ridge, to expend the remaining appropriations in their hands for the erection
of monuments on the battle-grounds authorizing
the appointment of a similar Commission to
ascertain and mark the positions held by Illinois
troops in the battle of Shiloh to reimburse the
Univei-sity of Illinois for the loss of funds resulting from the Spaulding defalcation and affirming
the liability of the State for "the endowment
fund of the University, amounting to $456,712.91,
and for so much in addition as may be received
in future from the sale of lands"; authorizing
the adoption of the "Torrens land-title system" in
the conveyance and registration of land titles by
vote of the people in any county the consolidation of the three Supreme Court Districts of the
State into one and locating the Court at Springfield; creating a State Board of Pardons, and
prescribing the manner of applying for pardons
;

;

;

An act of this session, which
agitation and led to a great deal

and commutations.
produced

much

and elsewhere, was the
law empowering the City Council,
or other corporate authority of any city, to grant
franchises to street railway companies extending
to fifty years. This act was repealed by the
General Assembly of 1899 before any street railway corporation had secured a franchise under it.
A special session was called by Governor Tanner
to meet Dec. 7, 1897, the proclamation naming
of discussion in the press
street railroad

five topics

for

legislative action.

The

session

continued to Feb. 24, 1898, only two of the measures named by the Governor in his call being
affirmatively acted upon. These included: (1) an
elaborate act prescribing the manner of conducting primary elections of delegates to nominating
conventions, and (2) a new revenue law regulating the manner of assessing and collecting taxes.
One provision of the latter law limits the valuation
of property for assessment purposes to one-fifth
The length of the regular session
its cash value.
was 150 days, and that of the special session
eighty days total, 230 days.
(JENESEO, a city in Henry County, about two
miles south of the Green River. It is on the Chi-

—
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Rock Island & Pacific Railway, 23 miles
Rock Island and 75 miles west of Ottawa.
It is in the heart of a grain-growing region, and
has two large grain elevators. Manufacturing is
cago,

east of

also carried

furniture,

on to a considerable extent here,

wagons and farming implements con-

St. Peter's

Population

(1890),

3,182; (1900), 3,356.

GENEVA,

a city and railway junction on Fox
and the county-seat of Kane County 35
miles west of Chicago.
It has a fine courthouse,
completed in 1892 at a cost of $250,000, and
numerous handsome churches and school buildings.
A State Reformatory for juvenile female
offenders has been located here. There is an excellent water-power, operating six manufactories, including extensive glucose works.
The
River,

;

town has a bank, creamery, water-works, gas
and electric light plant, and two weekly newspapers.
The surrounding country is devoted to
agriculture and dairy farming.
Population
(1880), 1,239; (1890), 1,692; (1900), 2,446.

GENOA, a village of De Kalb County, on
Omaha Division of the Chi., Mil. & St. Paul, the
111. Cent, and Chi. & N."W. Railroads, 59 miles west
Dairying

is

a leading industry

two banks, shoe and telephone
newspapers.

Population

factories,

;

has

and two

(1890), 634; (1900), 1,140.

GEOLOGICAL FORMATIONS. The

geological
structure of Illinois embraces a representation,
more or less complete, of the whole paleonic
series of formations,

of the

Lower

from the calciferous group

Silurian to the top of the coal meas-

In addition to these older rocks there is a
limited area in the extreme southern end of the
State covered with Tertiary deposits. Overspreading these formations are beds of more
ures.

recent age, comprising sands, clays and gravel,
varying in thickness from ten to more than two
feet.
These superficial deposits may be
divided into Alluvium, Loess and Drift, and constitute the Quaternary system of modern geolo-

hundred

gists.

Lower Silurian System. —Under this heading
may be noted three distinct groups: the CalciferTrenton and the Cincinnati. The first
mentioned group comprises the St. Peter's Sandstone and the Lower Magnesian Limestone. The
former outcrops only at a single locality, in La
Salle County, extending about two miles along
ous, the

the valley of the Illinois River in the vicinity of
Utica. The thickness of the strata appearing

Many

of the layers con-

which is utilized in the
The entire thickness of

manufacture of cement.
the rock below the surface has not been ascertained, but

one issuing a daily edition.

of Chicago.

Calciferous sandstone.

tain good hydraulic rock,

Geneseo has eleven

churches, a graded
legiate institute,

above the surface is about 80 feet, thin bands of
Magnesian limestone alternating with layers of

and a high school, a coltwo banks, and two newspapers,

stituting the chief output.
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the

Illinois,

is estimated at about 400 feet.
The
Sandstone outcrops in the valley of

constituting the

main portion of the

from Utica to a point beyond Ottawa, and
forms the "bed rock" in most of the northern
bluffs

townships of La Salle County. It also outcrops
on the Rock River in the vicinity of Oregon City,
and forms a conspicuous bluff on the Mississippi
in Calhoun County. Its maximum thickness in
the State may be estimated at about 200 feet. It
is too incoherent in its texture to be valuable as
a building stone, though some of the upper strata
in Lee County have been utilized for caps and
sills.
It affords, however, a fine quality of sand
The Trenton
for the manufacture of glass.
group, which immediately overlies the St. Peter's
Sandstone, consists of three divisions. The lowest is a brown Magnesian Limestone, or Dolomite,
usually found in regular beds, or strata, varying

from four inches

to

two

feet in thickness.

The

aggregate thickness varies from twenty feet, in
the northern portion of the State, to sixty or
seventy feet at the bluff in Calhoun County. At
the quarries in La Salle County, it abounds in
fossils, including a large Lituites and several
specimens of Orthoceras, Maclurea, etc. The
middle division of the Trenton group consists of
light gray, compact limestones in the southern
and western parts of the State, and of light blue,
thin-bedded, shaly limestone in the northern portions.
The upper division is the well-known
Galena limestone, the lead-bearing rock of the
Northwest. It is a buff colored, porous Dolomite,
sometimes arenaceous and unevenly textured,
giving origin to a ferruginous, sandy clay when
decomposed. The lead ores occur in crevices,
caverns and horizontal seams. These crevices were
probably formed by shrinkage of the strata from
crystallization or

by some disturbing force from

beneath, and have been enlarged by decomposiFossils belonging to
a lower order of marine animal than the coral are
found in this rock, as are also marine shells,
Although this limestone
corals and crustaceans.
crops out over a considerable portion of the territory between the Mississippi and the Rock River,
the productive lead mines are chiefly confined to
Jo Daviess and Stephenson Counties. All the
divisions of the Trenton group afford good build-

tion of the exposed surface.
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ing material, some of the rock being susceptible
and making a handsome, durable
marble. About seventy feet are exposed near
Thebes, in Alexander County. All through the
of a high polish

Southwest this stone is known as Cape Girardeau
marble, from its being extensively quarried at
Cape Girardeau, Mo. The Cincinnati group
immediately succeeds the Trenton in the ascending scale, and forms the uppermost member of
the Lower Silurian system.

usually consists of
argillaceous and sandy shales, although, in the
northwest portion of the State, Magnesian limeIt

The prevailing
shales.
the beds are light blue and drab,
weathering to a light ashen gray. This group is
found well exposed in the vicinity of Thebes,
Alexander County, furnishing a durable building
stone extensively used for foundation walls.
Fossils are found in profusion in all the beds,
stone

is

found with the

colors of

many

fine specimens, in

vation, having been

a perfect state of preser-

exhumed.

Upper Silurian System. — The Niagara group
Northern Illinois consists of brown, gray and
magnesian limestones, sometimes evenly
bedded, as at Joliet and Athens, and sometimes
concretionary and brecciated, as at Bridgeport and
Port Byron. Near Chicago the cells and pockets
of this rock are filled with petroleum, but it has
been ascertained that only the thirty upper feet
of the rock contain bituminous matter. The
quarries in Will and Jersey Counties furnish fine
building and flagging stone. The rock is of a
light gray color, changing to buff on exposure.
In Pike and Calhoun Counties, also, there are outcroppings of this rock and quarries are numerous.
It is usually evenly bedded, the strata varying in
thickness from two inches to two feet, and breaking evenly. Its aggregate thickness in Western
and Northern Illinois ranges from fifty to 150
feet.
In Union and Alexander Counties, in the
in

buff

southern part of the State, the Upper Silurian
series consists chiefly of thin bedded gray or
buff-colored limestone, silicious

and cherty,

flinty

material largely preponderating over the limestone. Fossils are not abundant in this formation,
although the quarries at Bridgeport, in Cook
County, have afforded casts of nearly 100 species
of marine organisms, the calcareous portion having been washed away,
Devonian System.— This system is represented
in Illinois by three well marked divisions, corresponding to the Oriskany sandstone, the Onondaga limestone and the Hamilton and Corniferous
beds of New York. To these the late Professor
Worthen, for many years State Geologist, added,

although with some hesitancy, the black shale
formation of Illinois. Although these comprise
an aggregate thickness of over 500 feet, their
exposure is limited to a few isolated outcroppings
along the bluffs of the Illinois, Mississippi and
Rock Rivers. The lower division, called "Clear
Creek Limestone," is about 250 feet thick, and is
only found in the extreme southern end of the
State.

It consists of chert, or

impure

flint,

and

thin-bedded silico-magnesian limestones, rather
compact in texture, and of buff or light gray
to nearly white colors. When decomposed by
atmospheric influences, it forms a fine white clay,
resembling common chalk in appearance. Some
of the cherty beds resemble burr stones in porosity, and good mill-stones are made therefrom in
Union County. Some of the stone is bluish-gray,
or mottled and crystalline, capable of receiving
a high polish, and making an elegant and durable
building stone. The Onondaga group comprises
some sixty feet of quartzose sandstone and
striped silicious shales. The structure of the
rock is almost identical with that of St. Peter's
Sandstone. In the vicinity of its outcrop in
Union County are found fine beds of potter's clay,
also variegated in color.
The rock strata are
about twenty feet thick, evenly bedded and of a
coarse, granular structure, which renders the
stone valuable for heavy masonry. The group
has not been found north of Jackson County.
Large quantities of characteristic fossils abound.
The rocks composing the Hamilton group are the
most valuable of all the divisions of the Devonian
system, and the outcrops can be identified only by
their fossils. In Union and Jackson Counties it is
found from eighty to 100 feet in thickness, two
beds of bluish gray, fetid limestone being separated by about twenty feet of calcareous shales.
The limestones are highly bituminous. In Jersey
and Calhoun Counties the group is only six to
ten feet thick, and consists of a hard, silicious
limestone, passing at some points into a quartzose

and

becoming argillaceous,
The most northern outcrop is in
Rock Island County, where the rock is concretionary in structure and is utilized for building purposes and in the manufacture of quicklime.
Fossils are numerous, among them being a few
fragments of fishes, which are the oldest remains
sandstone,

at others

as at Grafton.

of vertebrate animals yet found in the State.
The black shale probably attains its maximum

development in Union County, where it ranges
from fifty to seventy-five feet in thickness. Its
lower portion is a fine, black, laminated slate,
sometimes closely resembling the bituminous
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shales associated with the coal seams,

which circumstance has led to the fruitless expenditure of
much time and money. The bituminous portion
of the mass, on distillation, yields an oil closely

traversed by veins of fluor spar, carrying
galena and zinc blonde. The Chester group is
only found in the southern part of the State,
thinning out from a thickness of eight hundred

resembling petroleum. Crystals of iron pyrites
are abundant in the argillaceous portion of the
group, which does not extend north of the counties of Calhoun, Jersey and Pike.
This is diLower Carboniferous System.

feet in

—

The Kinderhook group, the Burlington limestone, and the
Keokuk, St. Louis and Chester groups. Its
visible into five groups, as follows

:

greatest development is in the southern portion
of the State, where it has a thickness of 1,400 or
1,500 feet. It thins out to the northward so rapidly
that, in the vicinity of the Lower Rapids on the
Mississippi, it is only 300 feet thick, while it
wholly disappears below Rock Island. The Kinderhook group is variable in its lithological character,

consisting of argillaceous

with thin beds of compact and

and sandy

shales,

oolitic limestone,

passing locally into calcareous shales or impure
limestone. The entire formation is mainly a
mechanical sediment, with but a very small portion of organic matter. The Burlington limestone, on the other hand, is composed almost
entirely of the fossilized remains of organic
beings, with barely enough sedimentary material
to act as a cement. Its maximum thickness
scarcely exceeds 200 feet, and its principal outcrops are in the counties of Jersey, Greene, Scott,
Calhoun, Pike, Adams, Warren and Henderson.
The rock is usually a light gray, buff or brown
limestone, either coarsely granular or crystalline
in structure.

The Keokuk group immediately

succeeds the Burlington in the ascending order,
with no well defined line of demarcation, the
chief points of difference between the two being
in color and in the character of fossils found. At
the upper part of this group is found a bed of
calcareo-argillaceous shale, containing a great
variety of geodes, which furnish beautiful cabinet
specimens of crystallized quartz, chalcedony,
dolomite and iron pyrites. In Jersey and Monroe
Counties a bed of hydraulic limestone, adapted to
the manufacture of cement, is found at the top of
The St. Louis group is partly
this formation.
a fine-grained or semi-crystallized bluish-gray

and partly concretionary, as around
Alton. In the extreme southern part of the State
the rock is highly bituminous and susceptible of
limestone,

receiving a high polish, being used as a black
marble. Beds of magnesian limestone are found

here and there, which furnish a good stone for
In Hardin County, the rock

foundation walls.

is

Jackson and Randolph Counties, to about

twenty

feet at Alton.

It consists of hard, gray,
argillaceous limestones, alternating
with sandy and argillaceous shales and sandstones,

crystalline,

A

which locally replace each other.
few species
of true carboniferous flora are found in the arenaceous shales and sandstones of this group, the
found in
the State. Outcrops extend in a narrow belt
from the southern part of Hardin County to the
southern line of St. Clair County, passing around
the southwest border of the coal field.
Upper Carboniferous System. This includes
the Conglomerate, or "'Mill Stone Grit" of European authors, and the true coal measures. In the
southern portion of the State its greatest thickness is about 1,200 feet. It becomes thinner
toward the north, scarcely exceeding 400 or 500
feet in the vicinity of La Salle.
The word "conglomerate" designates a thick bed of sandstone
that lies at the base of the coal measures, and
appears to have resulted from the culmination of
the arenaceous sedimentary accumulations.
It
consists of massive quartzose sandstone, sometimes nearly white, but mora frequently stained
red or brown by the ferruginous matter which
earliest traces of pre-historic land plants

—

it

and is frequently composed
rounded quartz pebbles, from the

contains,

part

of

in
size

of a pea to several inches in diameter. When
highly ferruginous, the oxide of iron cements

the

sand into a hard crust on the

surface
the denuding influence of the atmosphere, so that the
rock forms towering cliffs on the banks of the
stream along which are its outcrops. Its thickness
varies from 200 feet in the southern part of the
State to twenty-five feet in the northern. It has
afforded a few species of fossil plants, but no
animal remains. The coal measures of Illinois
are at least 1,000 feet thick and cover nearly
of the rock,

which successfully

resists

its entire area.
The strata are
horizontal, the dip rarely exceeding six to ten
feet to the mile.
The formation is made up of

three-fourths of

sandstone, shales, thin beds of limestone, coal,
and its associated fire clays. The thickness of

the workable beds is from six to twenty-four
inches in the upper measures, and from two to
five feet in the lower measures.
The fire clays,
on which the coal seams usually rest, probably
represent the ancient soil on which grew the
trees and plants from which the coal is formed.
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When

pottery.

fire

brick,

Illinois coal is

the

forming the bottom lands of the rivers and

and common

smaller streams. They consist of irregularly
stratified sand, clay and loam, which are frequently found in alternate layers, and contain
more or less organic matter from decomposed

are valuable

pure, these clays

manufacture of

tile

for

wholly of the bitumi-

nous variety, the metamorphic conditions which
resulted in the production of anthracite coal in
Pennsylvania not having extended to this State.
Fossils, both vegetable and animal, abound in
the coal measures.

—

Tertiary System. This system is represented
only in the southern end of the State, where certain deposits of stratified sands, shales and conglomerate are found, which appear to mark the
northern boundary of the great Tertiary formation of the Gulf States.
Potter's clay, lignite and
silicious woods are found in the formation.
Quaternary System. This system embraces
all the superficial material, including sands, clay,
gravel and soil which overspreads the older formations in all portions of the State. It gives
origin to the soil from which the agricultural
wealth of Illinois is derived. It may be properly
Post-tertiary
separated into four divisions:
The firstsands, Drift, Loess and Alluvium.
named occupies the lowest position in the series,
and consists of stratified beds of yellow sand and
blue clay, of variable thickness, overlaid by a
black or deep brown, loamy soil, in which are
found leaves, branches and trunks of trees in a
good state of preservation. Next above lie the
drift deposits, consisting of blue, yellow and
brown clays, containing gravel and boulders of
various sizes, the latter the water-worn fragments of rocks, many of which have been washed
down from the northern shores of the great
This drift formation varies in thickness
lakes.
from twenty to 120 feet, and its accumulations
are probably due to the combined influence of
water currents and moving ice.
The subsoil
over a large part of the northern and central
portions of the State is composed of fine brown
clay.
Prof. Desquereux (Illinois Geological Survey, Vol. I. ) accounts for the origin of this clay
and of the black prairie soil above it, by attributing it to the growth and decomposition of a
peculiar vegetation. The Loess is a fine mechanical sediment that appears to have accumulated in

—

some body of fresh water. It consists of marly
sands and clays, of a thickness varying from five to
sixty feet.

Its greatest

development

bluffs of the principal rivers.

The

is

along the

fossils

found

in this formation consist chiefly of the bones and

teeth of extinct mammalia, such as the

mam-

moth, mastodon, etc.
Stone implements of
primeval man are also discovered. The term
alluvium is usually restricted to the deposits

animal and vegetable substances.
When sufficiently elevated, they constitute the richest and
most productive farming lands in the State.
GEORGETOWN, a village of Vermilion County,
on the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis
Railway, 10 miles south of Danville. It has a
bank, telegraph and express office and a newspaper.

Population (1890), 662; (1900),

988.

GERMAN EVANGELICAL SCHOOL, located at
Addison, Du Page County incorporated in 1852
has a faculty of three instructors and reports 187
pupils for 1897-98, with a property valuation of
;

$9,600.

GERMANTOWN, a village of Vermilion County,
and suburb of Danville is the center of a coalmining district. Population (1880), 540; (1890),
;

1,178; (1900), 1,782.

GEST, William H., lawyer and ex-Congressman, was born at Jacksonville, 111., Jan. 7, 1838.
When but four years old his parents removed to
Rock Island, where he has since resided. He
graduated from Williams College in 1860, was
admitted to the bar in 1862, and has always been
actively engaged in practice. In 1886 he was
elected to Congress by the Republicans of the
Eleventh Illinois District, and was re-elected in
1888, but in 1890 was defeated by Benjamin T.
Cable, Democrat.

GIBAULT,

Pierre, a French priest, supposed to

have been born at

New

Madrid in what

is

now

Southeastern Missouri, early in the eighteenth
century; was Vicar-General at Kaskaskia, with
ecclesiastical jurisdiction over the churches at
Cahokia, St. Genevieve and adjacent points, at
the time of the capture of Kaskaskia by Col.
George Rogers Clark in 1778, and rendered Clark
important aid in conciliating the French citizens
of Illinois. He also made a visit to Vincennes and
induced the people there to take the oath of allegiance to the new government. He even advanced
means to aid Clark's destitute troops, but beyond
a formal vote of thanks by the Virginia Legislature, he does not appear to have received any
recompense. Governor St. Clair, in a report to
Thomas Jefferson, then Secretary of State, dwelt
impressively upon the value of Father Gibault's
services

and

sacrifices,

and Judge

Law

said of

him, "Next to Clark and (Francis) Vigo, the
United States are indebted more to Father
Gibault for the accession of the States comprised
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in

what was the

original Northwest

than to any other man."
his death are unknown.

Territory
of

The date and place

GIBSON CITY, a town in Ford County, situated on the Lake Erie & Western Railroad, 34
miles east of Bloomington, and at the intersection of the Wabash Railroad and the Springfield
Division of the Illinois Central. The principal
mechanical industries are iron works, canning
works, a shoe factory, and a tile factory. It has
two banks, two newspapers, nine churches and
Populaan academy. A college is projected.
tion (1890), 1,803; (1900), 2,054; (1903,

est.), 3,165.

GILL, Joseph B., Lieutenant-Governor (1893was born on a farm near Marion, Williamson

97),

County,

111.,

Feb.

17,

1862.

In 1868 his father

Murphysboro, where Mr. Gill still
makes his home. His academic education was
received at the school of the Christian Brothers,
in St. Louis, and at the Southern Illinois Normal
University, Carbondale. In 1886 he graduated
from the Law Department of the Michigan State
University, at Ann Arbor. Returning home he
purchased an interest in "The Murphysboro Independent," which paper he conducted and edited
up to January, 1893. In 1888 he was elected to
the lower house of the Legislature and re-elected
As a legislator he was prominent as a
in 1890.
champion of the labor interest. In 1892 he was
nominated and elected Lieutenant-Governor on
the Democratic ticket, serving from January,
settled at

1893, to '97.

a village of Macoupin County, on
the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis
Railway, 10 miles southwest of Litchfield. This

GILLESPIE,

an agricultural, coal-mining and stock-raising
the town has a bank and a newspaper.
Population (1890), 948; (1900), 873.
GILLESPIE, Joseph, lawyer and Judge, was
born in New York City, August 22, 1809, of Irish
is

region

;

parents, who removed to Illinois in 1819, settling
on a farm near Edwardsville. After coming to

he did not attend school over
In 1827 he went to the lead mines
at Galena, remaining until 1829. In 1831, at the
invitation of Cyrus Edwards, he began the study
of law, and was admitted to the bar in 1837,
having been elected Probate Judge in 1836. He
also served during two campaigns (1831 and '32)
in the Black Hawk War. He was a Whig in
politics and a warm personal friend of Abraham
Lincoln. In 1840 he was elected to the lower
house of the Legislature, serving one term, and
was a member of the State Senate from 1847 to
1859.
In 1853 he received the few votes of the
Illinois, at 10 years,

two months.
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Whig members of the Legislature for United States
Senator, in

opposition to

Stephen A. Douglas,

and, in 1860, presided over the second Republican
State Convention at Decatur, at which elements
were set in motion which resulted in the nomi-

nation of Abraham Lincoln for the Presidency
for the first time, a week later.
In 1861 he was
elected Judge of the Twenty-fourth Judicial
Circuit, and re-elected in 1867 for a second term,
serving until 1873. Died, at his home at Edwardsville, Jan. 7, 1885.

GILLETT, John Dean, agriculturist and stockman, was born in Connecticut, April 28, 1819;
spent several years of his youth in Georgia, but,
in 1838, came to Illinois by way of St. Louis,
finally reaching "Bald Knob," in Logan County,
where an uncle of the same name resided. Here
he went to work, and, by frugality and judicious
investments, finally acquired a large body of
choice lands, adding to his agricultural operations
the rearing and feeding of stock for the Chicago
and foreign markets. In this he was remarkably
successful.
In his later years he was President
of a National Bank at Lincoln. At the time of
his death, August 27, 1888, he was the owner of
16,500 acres of improved lands in the vicinity of
Elkhart,

Logan County,

besides large herds of
both cattle and horses. He left a large
family, one of his daughters being the wife of
the late Senator Richard J. Oglesby.
GILLETT, Philip Goode, specialist and educator, born in Madison, Ind. March 24, 1833 was
educated at Asbury University, Greencastle, Ind.,
graduating in 1852, and the same year became an
instructor in the Institution for the Education of
the Deaf and Dumb in that State. In 1856 he
became Principal of the Illinois Institution for
the Education of the Deaf and Dumb at Jacksonville, remaining
there until 1893, when he
resigned.
Thereafter, for some years, he was
President of the Association for the Promotion of
Speech by the Deaf, with headquarters in Washington, D. C, but later returned to Jacksonville,
where he has since been living in retirement.
GILLHAM, Daniel B., agriculturist and legislator, was born at a place now called Wanda, in
Madison County, 111., April 29, 1826— his father
being a farmer and itinerant Methodist preacher,
who belonged to one of the pioneer families in
the American Bottom at an early day. The subject of this sketch was educated in the common
schools and at McKendree College, but did not
graduate from the latter. In his early life he
followed the vocation of a farmer and stockgrower in one of the most prosperous and highly
fine stock,

,

;
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cultivated portions of the American Bottom, a
few miles below Alton, but, in 1872, removed to
Alton, where he spent the remainder of his life.
He became a member of the State Board of Agriculture in 1866, serving eight years as Superin-

tendent and later as its President; was also a
Trustee of Shurtleff College some twenty-five
In
years, and for a time President of the Board.
1870 he was elected to the lower branch of the
Twenty seventh General Assembly, and to the
State Senate in 1882, serving a term of four years
On the night of March 17, 1890, he
in the latter.
was assaulted by a burglar in his house, receiving
a wound from a pistol-shot in consequence of
which he died, April 6, following. The identity
of his assailant was never discovered, and the
crime consequently went unpunished.
GILMAN, a city in Iroquois County, at the
intersection of the Illinois Central and the Toledo, Peoria & Western Railways, 81 miles south
by west from Chicago and 208 miles northeast
of St. Louis. It is in the heart of one of the
richest corn districts of the State and has large
It has
stock-raising and fruit-growing interests.
an opera house, a public library, an extensive
nursery, brick and tile works, a linseed oil mill,
two banks and two weekly newspapers. Artesian well water is obtained by boring from 90 to
200 feet. Population (1890), 1,112; (1900), 1,441.
OILMAN, Arthur, was born at Alton, 111., June
22, 1837, the son of Winthrop S. Gilman, of the
firm of Gilman & Godfrey, in whose warehouse
the printing press of Rev. Elijah P. Lovejoy was
stored at the time of its destruction by a mob in
1837 was educated in St. Louis and New York,
began business as a banker in 1857, but, in 1870,
removed to Cambridge, Mass., and connected
himself with "The Riverside Press." Mr. Gilman
was one of the prime movers in what is known as
"The Harvard Annex" in the interest of equal
collegiate advantages for women, and has written
much for the periodical press, besides publishing
a number of volumes in the line of history and
English literature.
;

OILMAN, CLINTON & SPRINOFIELD RAILROAD. (See Illinois Central Railroad.)
OIRARD, a city in Macoupin County, on the
Chicago

& Alton

Railroad, 25 miles south by west

from Springfield and

13 miles north-northeast of

Coal-mining is carried on extensively
here.
The city also has a bank, five churches
and a weekly newspaper. Population (1880),
Carlinville.

1,024; (1890), 1,524; (1900), 1,661.

GLENCOE,

a village of Cook County, on the
of the Chicago & Northwest-

Milwaukee Division

ern Railway, 19 miles north of Chicago.

Popu-

lation (1880), 387; (1890), 569; (1900), 1,020.

GLENN, Archibald A., ex-Lieutenant-Governor,
was born

in Nicholas County, Ky., Jan. 30, 1819.
In 1828 his father's family removed to Illinois,
settling first in Vermilion, and later in Schuyler
County. At the age of 13, being forced to
abandon school, for six years he worked upon the
farm of his widowed mpther, and, at 19, entered
a printing office at Rushville, where he learned
the trade of compositor. In 1844 he published a
Whig campaign paper, which was discontinued
after the defeat of Henry Clay.
For eleven
years he was Circuit Clerk of Brown County,
during which period he was admitted to the bar
was a member of the Constitutional Convention
o" 1862, and of the State Board of Equalization
from 1868 to 1872. The latter year he was elected
to the State Senate for four years, and, in 1875,
chosen its President, thus becoming ex-officio
Lieutenant-Governor. He early abandoned legal

practice to engage in banking and in mercantile

investment.

After the expiration of his term
removed to Kansas, where, at

in the Senate, he
latest advices,

he

GLENN, John

still

J.,

resided.

lawyer and

jurist,

r

March 2, 1831 graduMiami University in 1856 and, in 1858,

in Ashland County, Ohio,

ated from

w as born
;

was admitted to the bar at Terre Haute, Ind.
Removing to Illinois in 1860, he settled in Mercer
County, a year later removing to Monmouth in
Warren County, where he still resides. In 1877
he was elected Judge of the Tenth Judicial Circuit and re-elected in 1879, '85, '91, and '97.
After his last election he served for some time,
by appointment of the Supreme Court, as a member of the Appellate Court for the Springfield
District, but ultimately resigned and returned to
Circuit Court duty. His reputation as a coolheaded, impartial Judge stands very high, and his
name has been favorably regarded for a place on
the Supreme Bench.

GLOVER, Joseph
Cayuga County, N.

Otis, lawyer,

was born in
and edu-

Y.. April 13, 1810,

cated in the high-school at Aurora in that State.
In 1835 he came west to attend to a land case at
Galena for his father, and, although not then a
lawyer, he managed the case so successfully that
he was asked to take charge of two others. This
determined the bent of his mind towards the law,
to the study of which he turned his attention
under the preceptorship of the late Judge Theophilus L. Dickey, then of Ottawa. Soon after
being admitted to the bar in 1840, he formed a
partnership with the late Burton C. Cook, which
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In 1846 he was elected
lasted over thirty years.
as a Democrat to the lower branch of the Fifteenth General Assembly, but, on the repeal of

the Missouri Compromise, he became one of the
founders of the Republican party and a close
friend of Abraham Lincoln, whom he entertained,
at the time of his (Lincoln's) debate with Senator
Douglas, at Ottawa, in 1858. In 1868 he served
as Presidential Elector at the time of General
Grant's first election to the Presidency, and the
following year was appointed United States District Attorney for the Northern District, serving
In 1877 he was appointed by Govuntil 1875.
ernor Culloin a member of the Board of Railway
and Canal Commissioners, of which he afterwards
became President, serving six years. Died, in

Chicago, Dec.

10, 1892.

GODFREY, a village

of Madison County, on the
Railway, 5 miles north of Alton.
It is the seat of Monticello Female Seminary, and
named for Capt. Benjamin Godfrey, an early
settler who was chiefly instrumental in founding
that institution. Population (1890), 228.
GODFREY, (Capt.) Benjamin, sea captain and
philanthropist, was born at Chatham, Mass., Dec.
4, 1794: at nine years of age he ran away from
home and went to sea, his first voyage being to
The War of
Ireland, where he spent nine years.
1812 coming on, he returned home, spending a
part of the next three years in the naval service,
also gaining a knowledge of the science of navigation.
Later, he became master of a merchantvessel making voyages to Italy, Spain, the West
Indies and other countries, finally, by shipwreck
in Cuban waters, losing the bulk of his fortune.
In 1824 he engaged in mercantile business at
Matamoras, Mex. where he accumulated a hand-

Chicago

& Alton

,

some fortune but, in transferring it (amounting
to some §200,000 in silver) across the country on
pack-animals, he was attacked and robbed by
brigands, with which that country was then
;

infested.

Resuming business

was again

at

New

successful, and, in 1832,

locating near Alton,

Orleans, he

came

north,

the next year engaging
in the warehouse and commission business as the
partner of Winthrop S. Gilman, under the name
of Godfrey

&

111.,

Gilman.

It

was

in the

warehouse

of this firm at Alton that the printing-press of
Elijah P. Lovejoy was stored when it was seized

and destroyed by a mob, and Lovejoy was
in October, 1837.

(See Lovejoy, Elijah P.

)

killed,

Soon

after establishing himself at Alton, Captain Godfrey made a donation of land and money for the

erection of a
.(,*'

young

ladies'

seminary at the village
(See Monti-

Godfrey, four miles from Alton.

cello

Female Seminary.)

The
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first

erection of buildings, borne by him,

The

institution

was opened, April

cost of

was
11,

the

§53,000.

1838,

and

Captain Godfrey continued to be one of its Trustees
as long as he lived.
He was also one of the leading spirits in the construction of the Alton &
Springfield Railroad (now a part of the Chicago
& Alton), in which he invested heavily and unprofitably.
Died, at Godfrey, April 13, 1862.
GOLCONDA, a village and county-seat of Pope
County, on the Ohio River, 80 miles northeast
of Cairo:

located in agricultural

trict; zinc, lead

and kaolin mined

and mining

dis-

in tlie vicinity;

has a courthouse, eight churches, schools, one
bank, a newspaper, a box factory, flour and saw
mills, and a fluor-spar factory.
It is the terminus of a branch of the Illinois Central Railroad.
Population (1890), 1,174: (1900), 1,140.
GOLDZIER, Julius, ex- Congressman, was
born at Vienna, Austria, Jan. 20, 1854, and
emigrated to New York in 1866. In 1872 he
settled in Chicago, where he was admitted
to the bar in 1877, and where he has practiced
law ever since. From 1890 to 1892 he was a
member of the Chicago City Council, and, in
1892, was the successful Democratic candidate
in the Fourth District, for Congress, but was
defeated in 1894 by Edward D. Cooke. At the
Chicago city election of 1899 he was again returned to the Council as Alderman for the Thirtysecond Ward.
GOODING, James, pioneer, was born about
1767, and, in 1832, was residing at Bristol, Ontario
County, N. Y. when he removed to Cook County,
settling in what was later called "Gooding's
111
Grove," now a part of Will County. The Grove
was also called the "Yankee Settlement," from
the Eastern origin of the principal settlers. Mr.
Gooding was accompanied, or soon after joined, by
three sons James, Jr., William and Jasper and
a nephew, Charles Gooding, all of whom became
prominent citizens. The senior Gooding died in
William (Gooding),
1849, at the age of 82 years.
civil engineer, son of the preceding, was born at
Bristol, Ontario County, N. Y., April 1, 1803;
educated in the common schools and by private
tuition, after which he divided his time chiefly
between teaching and working on the farm of
Having devoted
his father, James Gooding.
considerable attention to surveying and civil
engineering, he obtained employment in 1826 on
the Welland Canal, where he remained three years.
He then engaged in mercantile pursuits at Lockport, N. Y., but sold out at the end of the first
year and went to Ohio to engage in his profession.
,

,

—

—
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Being unsuccessful in this, he accepted employfor a time as a rodman, but later secured a
position as Assistant Engineer on the Ohio Canal.
After a brief visit to his father's in 1832, he
returned to Ohio and engaged in business there
for a short time, but the following year joined
his father, who had previously settled in a portion
of what is now Will County, but then Cook, making the trip by the first mail steamer around the
lakes.
He at first settled at "Gooding's Grove"
and engaged in farming. In 1836 he was appointed Assistant Engineer on the Illinois &
Michigan Canal, but, in 1842, became Chief Engineer, continuing in that position until the completion of the canal in 1848, when he became
Secretary of the Canal Board. Died, at Lockport,
Will County, in May, 1878.
GOODRICH, Grant, lawyer and jurist, was
born in Milton, Saratoga, County, N. Y. August
grew up in Western New York, studied
7, 1811
law and came to Chicago in 1834, becoming one
of the most prominent and reputable members of

ment

,

;

his profession, as well as a leader in

movements for the
gious advancement

many

of the

educational, moral and
of the

community.

reli-

He was

one of the founders of the First Methodist Episcopal Church of Chicago, an active member of
the Union Defense Committee during the war, an
incorporator and life-long Trustee of the Northwestern University, and President of the Board
of Trustees of Garrett Biblical Institute, besides

being identified with many organizations of a
benevolent character. In 1859 Judge
Goodrich was elected a Judge of the newly organized Superior Court, but, at the end of his term,
resumed the practice of his profession. Died,
strictly

March

15, 1889.

GORE, David,

ex-State Auditor, was born in
Trigg County, Ky., April 5. 1827; came with his
parents to Madison County, 111. in 1834, and served
in the Mexican War as a Quartermaster, afterwards
locating in Macoupin County, where he has been
extensively engaged in farming. In 1874 he was
an unsuccessful Greenback-Labor candidate for
State Treasurer, in 1884 was elected to the State
Senate from the Macoupin-Morgan District, and,
in 1892, nominated and elected, as a Democrat,
Auditor of Public Accounts, serving until 1897.
For some sixteen years he was a member of the
State Board of Agriculture, the last two years of
that period being its President. His home is at
,

Carlinville.

GOUDY,

Calvin, early printer and physician,
was born in Ohio, June 2, 1814; removed with
his parents, in childhood, to Indianapolis, and

111., where he worked in the
State printing office and bindery. In the fall of
1833 the family removed to Jacksonville, and the
following year he entered Illinois College, being

in 1832 to Vandalia,

for a time a college-mate of Richard Yates, after-

wards Governor. Here he continued his vocation
a printer, working for a time on "Peck's
Gazetteer of Illinois" and "Goudy's Almanac,"
of which his father was publisher.
In association
with a brother while in Jacksonville, he began
the publication of "The Common School Advoas

cate," the pioneer publication of its kind in the
Northwest, which was continued for about a
year. Later he studied medicine with Drs. Henry
and Merriman in Springfield, finally graduating
at the St. Louis Medical College and, in 1844,

began practice at Taylorville in 1847 was .elected
Probate Judge of Christian County for a term of
four years; in 1851 engaged in mercantile business, which he continued nineteen years.
In 1856
he was elected to the lower house of the General
Assembly and, in the session of the following
year, was a leading supporter of the act establishing the State Normal School at Normal, still
later serving for some sixteen years on the State
Board of Education. Died, at Taylorville, in
1877.
Dr. Goudy was an older brother of the late
William C. Goudy of Chicago.
GOUDY, William C, lawyer, was born in
Indiana, May 15, 1824; came to Illinois, with his
father, first to Vandalia and afterwards to Jacksonville, previous to 1833, where the latter began
the publication of "The Farmer's Almanac"
well-known publication of that time. At Jack;

—

sonville young Goudy entered Illinois College,
graduating in 1845, when he began the study of
law with Judge Stephen T. Logan, of Springfield;
was admitted to the bar in 1847, and the next year
began practice at Lewistown, Fulton County;
served as State's Attorney (1852-55) and as State
Senator (1856-60); at the close of his term removed to Chicago, where he became prominent
as a corporation and railroad lawyer, in 1886 becoming General Solicitor of the Chicago & Northwestern Railroad. During President Cleveland's

term, Mr. Goudy was believed to exert a
large influence with the administration, and was

first

credited with having been largely instrumental
in securing the
ville

W.

Court.

appointment of his partner, Mel-

Fuller, Chief Justice of the

Died, April

GRAFF, Joseph
was born

Supreme

27, 1893.

V., lawyer

and Congressman,

at Terre Haute, Ind., July

1,

1854; after

graduating from the Terre Haute high-school,
spent one year in Wabash College at Crawfords-
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but did not graduate studied law and was
admitted to the bar at Delavan, 111., in 1879; in
1892 was a delegate to the Republican National
Convention at Minneapolis, but, with the exception of President of the Board of Education,
never held any public office until elected to Congress from the Fourteenth Illinois District, as a
Republican, in November, 1894. Mr. Graff was a
successful candidate for re-election in 1896, and
again in '98.
GRAFTON, a town in Jersey County, situated
on the Mississippi one and a half miles below the
mouth of the Illinois River. The bluffs are high
A fine
and fine river views are obtainable.
quality of fossiliferous limestone is quarried here
The town has a
and exported by the river.
bank, three churches and a graded school. Popville,

;

ulation (1880), 807, (1890), 927; (1900), 988.
GRAIN INSPECTION, a mode of regulating
the grain-trade in accordance with State law, and

under the general supervision of the Railroad and

Warehouse Commission.

The principal exec-

department is the Chief
Inspector of Grain, the expenses of whose administration are borne by fees. The chief business of
the inspection department is transacted in Chicago, where the principal offices are located. (See
Railroad and Warehouse Commission.)
GRAMMAR, John, pioneer and early legislator,
came to Southern Illinois at a very early date and
served as a member of the Third Territorial
Council for Johnson County (1816-18); was a
citizen of Union County when it was organized
in 1818, and served as State Senator from that
county in the Third and Fourth General Assemblies (1822-26), and again in the Seventh and
Eighth General Assemblies (1830-34), for the District composed of Union, Johnson and Alexander
Counties. He is described as having been very
illiterate, but a man of much shrewdness and
utive officer

of the

considerable influence.

GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC,
ternal,

charitable

and

patriotic

a

fra-

association,

men who served in the Union army or
navy during the Civil War, and received honorable discharge. Its founder was Dr. B. F.
Stephenson, who served as Surgeon of the Fourteenth Illinois Infantry.
In this task he had
the cooperation of Rev. William J Rutledge,
Chaplain of the same regiment, Col. John M.
Snyder, Dr. James Hamilton, Maj. Robert M.
Woods, Maj. Robert Allen, Col. Martin Flood,
limited to

Col.

Daniel Grass,

Col.

Edward

Prince, Capt.

John S. Phelps, Capt. John A. Lightfoot, Col.
B. F. Smith, Maj. A. A. North, Capt. Henry E.
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Howe, and Col. B. F. Hawkes, all Illinois veterNumerous conferences were held at Springfield, in this State, a ritual was prepared, and the
first post was chartered at Decatur, 111., April 6,
1866.
The charter members were Col. I. C. Pugh,

ans.

Steele, J. W. Routh, Joseph Prior,
H. Nale, J. T. Bishop, G. H. Dunning, B. F.
Sibley, M. F. Kanan, C. Reibsame, I. N. Coltrin,
and Aquila Toland. All but one of these had
served in Illinois regiments. At first, the work
of organization proceeded slowly, the ex-soldiers
generally being somewhat doubtful of the result
of the project; but, before July 12, 1866, the date
fixed for the assembling of a State Convention to
form the Department of Illinois, thirty-nine posts
had been chartered, and, by 1869, there were 330
reported in Illinois. By October, 1866, Departments had been formed in Illinois, Indiana, Iowa,
Wisconsin and Minnesota, and posts established
in Ohio, Missouri, Kentucky, Arkansas, Massachusetts, New York, Pennsylvania, and the
District of Columbia, and the first National
Encampment was held at Indianapolis, November
20 of that year. In 1894 there were 7,500 posts,
located in every State and Territory of the Union,
with a membership of 450,000. The scheme of
organization provides for precinct, State and
National bodies. The first are known as posts,
each having a number, to which the name of
some battle or locality, or of some deceased soldier
may be prefixed; the second (State organizations)
are known as Departments; and the supreme
power of the Order is vested in the National Encampment, which meets annually. As has been
said, the G. A. R. had its inception in Illinois.

George R.
J.

The aim and dream of Dr. Stephenson and his
was to create a grand organization of

associates

veterans which, through its cohesion, no less than
should constitute a potential factor in the inculcation and development of patriotism as well as mutual support. While he died
its incisiveness,

sorrowing that he had not seen the fruition of
his hopes, the present has witnessed the fullest
realization of his dream.
(See Stephenson, B. F.

The constitution of the order expressly prohibits
any attempt to use the organization for partisan
purposes, or even the discussion, at any meeting,
of partisan questions. Its aims are to foster and
strengthen fraternal feelings among members to
comrades needing help or protection and
aid comrades' widows and orphans, and to incul;

assist

cate unswerving loyalty. The "Woman's Relief
Corps" is an auxiliary organization, originating
at Portland, Maine, in 1869. The following is a list
of Illinois

Department Commanders, chronolog-
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ically arranged:

B. F.

Stephenson (Provisional,

John M. Palmer

1866),

(1866-68),

Thomas

O.

Osborne (1869-70), Charles E. Lippincott (1871),
Hubert Dilger (1872), Guy T. Gould (1873), Hiram
Hilliard (1874-76), Joseph S. Reynolds (1877),
T. B. Coulter (1878), Edgar D. Swain (1879-80),
J. W. Burst (1881), Thomas G. Lawler (1882),
S. A. Harper
(1883), L. T. Dickason (1884),
William W. Berry (1885), Philip Sidney Post
(1886), A. C. Sweetser (1887), James A. Sexton
(1888), James S. Martin (1889), William L. Distin
(1890), Horace S. Clark (1891), Edwin Harlan

Edward A. Blodgett
McDowell (1894), W. H. Powell
(1892),

(1893),
(1895),

H.

H.

William
John
The fol-

G. Cochran (1896), A. L. Schimpff (1897),

Black (1898), John B. Inman (1899).
lowing Illinoisans have held the position of Commander-in-Chief: S. A. Hurlbut, (two terms)
1866-67; John A. Logan, (three terms) 1868-70;
C.

Thomas G. Lawler,

1894;

James A. Sexton,

1898.

GRAND PRAIRIE SEMINARY,

a co-educational institution at Onarga, Iroquois County, incorporated in 1863 had a faculty of eleven teachers in 1897-98, with 285 pupils— 145 male and 140
female. It reports an endowment of §10,000 and
property valued at §55,000. Besides the usual
classical and scientific departments, instruction
is given in music, oratory, fine arts and prepara;

tory studies.

GRAND TOWER,

a

town

in Jackson County,

situated on the Mississippi River, 27 miles south-

west of Carbondale the western terminus of the
Grand Tower & Carbondale Railroad. It received
its name from a high, rocky island, lying in the
;

.

river opposite the village.

It lias

four churches,

a weekly newspaper, and two blast furnaces for
Population (1890), 624; (1900), 881.
iron.

GRAND TOWER & CAPE GIRARDEAU
(See Chicago & Texas Railroad.)
GRAND TOWER & CARBONDALE RAILROAD. (See Chicago & Texas Railroad.)
RAILROAD.

GRANGER,

Flavel K., lawyer, farmer and
in Wayne County, N. Y.,
1832, educated in public schools at Sodus

legislator,

May

16,

in the

was born

same

State,

and

settled at

Waukegan,

111.,

Here, having studied law, he was
admitted to the bar in 1855, removing to McIIenry
County the same year, and soon after engaging in
in

1853.

the live-stock and wool business. In 1872 he was
elected as a Republican Representative in the
Twenty-eighth General Assembly, being successively re-elected to the Twenty -ninth, Thirtieth
and Thirty-first, and being chosen Temporary
Speaker of the Twenty -ninth and Thirtieth. He
is now a member of the State Senate for the

Eighth

home

District,

is

at

having been elected in

GRANT, Alexander
jurist,

1896.

His

West McHenry.

was born

Fraeser, early lawyer and

at Inverness, Scotland, in 1804;

came

to Illinois at an early day and located at
Shawneetown, where he studied law with Henry
Eddy, the pioneer lawyer and editor of that place.
Mr. Grant is described as a man of marked ability,
as were many of the early settlers of that region.
In February, 1835, he was elected by the General
Assembly Judge for the Third Circuit, as successor to his preceptor, Mr. Eddy, but served only

few months, dying

at Vandalia the

same

a

year.

GRANT,

Ulysses Simpson, (originally Hiram
Lieutenant - General and President,
was born at Point Pleasant, Clermont County,
graduated from West
Ohio, April 27, 1822
Point Military Academy, in 1843, and served
through the Mexican War. After a short residence at St. Louis, he became a resident of Galena
in 1860.
His war-record is a glorious part of the
Nation's history. Entering the service of the
State as a clerk in the office of the QuartermasterGeneral at Springfield, soon after the breaking out
of the war in 1861, and still later serving as a
drill-master at Camp Yates, in June following he
was commissioned by Governor Yates Colonel of
the Twenty-first Illinois Volunteers, which he
immediately led into the field in the State of
Missouri was soon after promoted to a BrigadierGeneralship and became a full Major-General of
Volunteers on the fall of Forts Uonelson and
Henry, in February following. His successes at
Fort Gibson, Raymond, Champion Hill, and Big
Black River, ending with the capture of Vicksburg, were the leading victories of the Union
armies in 1863. His successful defense of Chattanooga was also one of his victories in the West
in the same year. Commissioned a Major-General
of the Regular Army after the fall of Vicksburg,
he became Lieutenant-General in 1864, and, in
March of that year, assumed command of all the
Northern armies. Taking personal command of
the Army of the Potomac, he directed the campaign against Richmond, which resulted in the
final evacuation and downfall of the Confederate
capital and the surrender of General Lee at
Appomattox on April 8, 1865. In July, 1866, he
was made General the office being created for
him. He also served as Secretary of War, ad
interim, under President Johnson, from AuIn 1868 he was
gust, 1867, to January, 1868.
elected President of the United States and reelected in 1872. His administration may not
have been free from mistakes, but it was charac-

Ulysses),

;

;

—
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by patriotism and integrity of purpose.
During 1877-79 he made a tour of the world, being
received everywhere with the highest honors. In
1880 his friends made an unsuccessful effort to
secure his renomination as a Presidential candidate on the Republican ticket. Died, at Mount
McGregor, N. Y., July 23, 1885. His chief literary
work was his "Memoirs" (two volumes, 1885-8C),
which was very extensively sold.
GRAPE CREEK, a surburban mining village in
Vermilion County, on the Big Vermilion River
and the Chicago & Eastern Illinois Railroad, six
terized

The chief industry is
extensively carried on.
Population (1890), 778; (1900), 610
GRATIOT, Charles, of Huguenot parentage,
born at Lausanne, Switzerland, in 1752. After
miles south of Danville.
coal mining,

which

is

receiving a mercantile training in the counting
house of an uncle in London, he emigrated to
Canada, entering the employ of another uncle at
Montreal. He first came to the "Illinois Coun-

try" in 1775, as an Indian trader, remaining one
In 1777 he returned and formed a partner-

year.
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that he visited Paris for treatment, but failed

Accounts of his death vary

to find a cure.
to time

and

place, but all agree that

it

as

resulted

from the wound above mentioned. Some of hio
biographers assert that he died at sea; others
that he returned from France, yet suffering from
the Indian poison, to Louisiana in February,
1708, and died near Mobile, Ala. the same year.
GRAY, Elisha, electrician and inventor, was
born at Barnesville, Ohio, August 2, 1835; after
serving as an apprentice at various trades, took a
course at Oberlin College, devoting especial
attention to the physical sciences, meanwhile
supporting himself by manual labor. In 1865 he
began his career as an electrician and, in 1867,
received his first patent; devised a method of
transmitting telephone signals, and, in 1875, succeeded in transmitting four messages simultaneously on one wire to New York and Boston, a
year later accomplishing the same with eight
messages to New York and Philadelphia. Professor Gray has invented a telegraph switch, a
repeater, enunciator and type-writing telegraph.
.

McRae and John Kay, two young
Scotchmen from Montreal. He established depots
at Cahokia and Kaskaskia. Upon the arrival of

1869 to '73 he was employed in the manufacture of telegraph apparatus at Cleveland and
Chicago, but has since been electrician of the

he rendered

"Western Electric Company of Chicago. His latest
invention, the "telautograph" for reproducing
by telegraph the handwriting of the sender
of a telegram attracted great interest at the
World's Columbian Exposition of 1G93. He is

ship with David

Col.

that

George Rogers Clark, in

commander material

1778,

financial

assistance,

becoming personally responsible for the supplies
needed by the penniless American army. "When
sovereignty took place at St.
Louis, on March 10, 1804, and Louisiana Territory
became a part of the United States, it was from
the balcony of his house that the first American
In recomflag was unfurled in Upper Louisiana.
the transfer of

pense for his liberal expenditure, he was promised
30,000 acres of land near the present site of
Died, at
Louisville, but this he never received.
St. Louis, April 21, 1817.
GRAV1ER, Father Jacques, a Jesuit missionary, born in France, but at what date cannot be
stated with certainty. After some years spent in

Canada he was sent by

his ecclesiastical superiors

to the Illinois Mission (1688), succeeding Allouez
as Superior two years later, and being made

Vicar-General in 1691. He labored among the
Miamis, Peorias and Kaskaskias his most numerous conversions being among the latter tribe as
also among the Cahokias, Osages, Tamaroas and
Missouris.
It is said to have been largely through
his influence that the Illinois were induced to
settle at Kaskaskia instead of going south.
In
1705 he received a severe wound during an attack
by the Illinois Indians, incited, if not actually
led, by one of their medicine men.
It is said

—

—

From

—

—

author of "Telegraphy and Telephony" and
"Experimental Researches in Electro-Harmonic
Telegraphy and Telephony.
GRAY, William C, Ph.D., editor, was born in
Butler County, Ohio, in 1830; graduated from
the Farmers' (now Belmont) College in 1850,
read law and began secular editorial work in
1852, being connected, in the next fourteen years,
with "The Tiffin Tribune," "Cleveland Herald"
and "Newark American." Then, after several
years spent in general publishing business in
Cincinnati, after the great fire of 1871 he came to
Chicago, to take charge of "The Interior," the
organ of the Presbyterian Church, which he has
since conducted. The success of the paper under
his management affords the best evidence of his
practical good sense. He holds the degree of
Ph.D., received from Wooster University in 1881.
GRAYVILLE, a city situated on the border of

White and Edwards Counties, lying chiefly in
the former, on the "Wabash River, 35 miles northwest of Evansville, Ind., 16 miles northeast of
Carmi, and forty miles southwest of Vincennes.
It is located in

the heart of a heavily timbered
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is an important hard-wood market.
Valuable coal deposits exist. The industries include flour, saw and planing mills, stave factories
and creamery. The city has an electric light
and water plant, two banks, eight churches, and
two weekly papers. Population ^1900), 1,948.

region and

GRAYYILLE & MATTOON RAILROAD.
Peoria, Decatur

&

GREATHOUSE,
Carlinville,

111.,

Evansville Railway.

(See

)

Lucien, soldier, was born at

in 1843; graduated at Illinois

Wesleyan University, Bloomington, and studied
law enlisted as a private at the beginning of the
War of the Rebellion and rose to the rank of

'.

;

•Colonel of the Forty-eighth Illinois Volunteers;
bore a conspicuous part in the movements of the
Army of the Tennessee was killed in battle near
;

Atlanta, Ga., June

21, 1864.

GREAT WESTERN RAILROAD
'49).

(of 1843

and

(See Illinois Central Railroad.)

GREAT WESTERN RAILROAD
Wabash Railway. )
GREEN RIYER,

(2).

(See

Lee County, and,
Bureau County, flows westward through Henry County, and enters Rock
River about 10 miles east by south from Rock
rises in

after draining part of

.

nearly 120 miles long.
H., State Senator and Judge,
was born at Danville, Ky., Dec. 8, 1830. In 1847
he accompanied his father's family to Illinois,

Island.

It is

GREEN, William

and, for three years following, taught school, at
the same time reading law. He was admitted to
the bar in 1852 and began practice at Mount

Vernon, removing to Metropolis the next year,
and to Cairo in 1863. In 1858 he was elected to
the lower house of the General Assembly, was
1860 and, two years later, was
elected to the State Senate for four years. In
December, 1865, he was elected Judge of the

re-elected in

.

Third Judicial Circuit, to All the unexpired term
of Judge Mulkey, retiring with the expiration of
He was a delegate to the
his term in 1867.
National Democratic Conventions of 1860, '64,
'68, '80, '84 and '88, besides being for many years
a member of the State Central Committee of that
party, and also, for four terms, a member of the
State Board of Education, of which he has been
He is at present
for several years the President.
(1899) engaged in the practice of his profession at
Cairo.

GREENE, Henry

Sacheveral, attorney, was
born in the North of Ireland, July, 1833, brought
to Canada at five years of age, and from nine compelled to support himself, sometimes as a clerk
and at others setting type in a printing office.
After spending some time in Western New York,

in 1853 he

commenced the study

ville, Ind.

with

four

.

years

Hugh

later

Crea,

settled

now
at

of

law at Dan-

of Decatur,

Clinton,

111.

DeWitt

County, where he taught and studied law with
Lawrence Weldon, now of the Court of Claims,
Washington. In 1859 he was admitted to the bar
at Springfield, on the motion of Abraham Lincoln, and was associated in practice, for a time,
with Hon. Clifton H. Moore of Clinton; later
served as Prosecuting Attorney and one term
(1867-69) as Representative in the General Assembly.
At the close of his term in the Legislature
he removed to Springfield, forming a law partnership with Milton Hay and David T. Littler, under
the firm name of Hay, Greene & Littler, still later
becoming the head of the firm of Greene &
Humphrey. From the date of his removal to
Springfield, for some thirty years his chief employment was as a corporation lawyer, for the most
part in the service of the Chicago & Alton and
the Wabash Railways. His death occurred at his
home in Springfield, after a protracted illness,
Of recognized ability, thoroughly
Feb. 25, 1899.
devoted to his profession, high minded and honorable in all his dealings, he commanded respect
wherever he was known.
GREENE, William G., pioneer, was born in
Tennessee in 1812; came to Illinois in 1822 with
his father (Bowling Greene), who settled in the
vicinity of New Salem, now in Menard County.
The younger Greene was an intimate friend and
fellow-student, at Illinois College, of Richard
Yates (afterwards Governor), and also an early
friend and admirer of Abraham Lincoln, under
whom he held an appointment in Utah for some
years.
He died at Tallula, Menard County, in
1894.

GREENFIELD,

a city in the eastern part of

Greene County, on the Chicago, Burlington &
Quincy and the Quincy, Carrollton & St. Louis
Railways, 12 miles east of Carrollton and 55 miles
north of St. Louis; is an agricultural, coal-mining
and stock-raising region. The city has several
churches,

public schools,

seminary, electric

a

steam flouring mill, and one weekly
paper.
It is an important shipping point for
cattle, horses, swine, corn, grain and produce.
light plant,

Population

(1890), 1,131; (1900), 1,085.

GREENE COUNTY,

cut off from Madison and
has an area of 544
square miles; population (1900), 23,402; named
for Gen. Nathaniel Greene, a Revolutionary soldier.
The soil and climate are varied and adapted
to a diversity of products, wheat and fruit being
among the principal. Building stone and clay
separately organized in 1821

;
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Probably the first English-speaking settlers were David Stockton and James
Whiteside, who located south of Macoupin Creek
Samuel Thomas and others
in June, 1817.
(among them Gen. Jacob Fry) followed soon
The Indians were numerous and
afterward.
aggressive, and had destroyed not a few of the
monuments of the Government surveys, erected
some years before. Immigration of the whites,
however, was rapid, and it was not long before
the nucleus of a village was established at Carrollton, where General Fry erected the first house
and made the first coffin needed in the settle-

another, twelve miles square, near the mouth of
the Illinois River; another, six miles square,
around the old fort at Peoria the post of Fort
Massac; the 150,000 acres set apart as bounty
lands for the army of Gen. George Rogers Clark,
and "the lands at all other places in the possession of the French people and other white settlers among them, the Indian title to which has
been thus extinguished. "• On the other hand, the
United States relinquished all claim to all other
Indian lands north of the Ohio, east of the Mississippi and south of the great lakes.
The cash
consideration paid by the Government was

ment. This town, the county-seat and most
important place in the county, was laid off by
Thomas Carlin in 1821. Other flourishing towns
are Whitehall (population, 1,961), and Roodhouse
(an important railroad center) with a population

§210,000.

are abundant.

of 2,360.

GREENUP, village of Cumberland County, at
intersection of the Vandalia Line and Evansville
in farming and fruitbranch 111. Cent. Ry.
;

growing region; has powder

mill,

bank, broom

factory, five churches, public library and good
Population (1890), 858; (1900), 1,085.
schools.

GREENVIEW, a village in Menard County, on
the Jacksonville branch of the Chicago & Alton
Railroad, 22 miles north-northwest of Springfield
and 36 miles northeast of Jacksonville. It has a
coal mine, bank, two weekly papers, seven
churches, and a graded and high school. Population (1890), 1,106; (1900), 1,019; (1903), 1,245.

GREEK VILLE, an incorporated city, the
county-seat of Bond County, on the East Fork of
Big Shoal Creek and the St. Louis, Vandalia &
Terre Haute Railroad, 50 miles east-northeast of
St. Louis; is in a rich agricultural and coal-mining region. Corn and wheat are raised extensively in the surrounding country, and there are
extensive coal mines adjacent to the city. The
leading manufacturing product is in the line of
wagons. It is the seat of Greenville College (a

;

GREGG, David

L., lawyer and Secretary of
emigrated from Albany, N. Y., and began
the practice of law at Joliet, 111., where, in 1839,
he also edited "The Juliet Courier," the first
paper established in Will County. From 1842 to
1846, he represented Will, Du Page and Iroquois
Counties in the Thirteenth and Fourteenth General Assemblies; later removed to Chicago, after
which he served for a time as United States Disin 1847 was chosen one of the
trict Attorney

State,

;

Delegates from Cook County to the State Constitutional Convention of that year, and served as
Secretary of State from 1850 to 1853, as successor
to Horace S. Cooley, who died in office the former
In the Democratic State Convention of
year.
1852, Mr. Gregg was a leading candidate for the
nomination for Governor, though finally defeated
by Joel A. Matteson; served as Presidential
Elector for that year, and, in 1853, was appointed
by President Pierce Commissioner to the Sandwich
Islands, still later for a time acting as the minister or adviser of King Kamehamaha IV, who died
in 1863. Returning to California he was appointed by President Lincoln Receiver of Public
Moneys at Carson City, Nev. where he died, Dec.
,

23, 1868.

GREGORY, John
cator,

was born

at

Milton, clergyman and eduSand Lake, Rensselaer Co.,

coeducational institution) has several banks and
Population (1890),
three weekly newspapers.

N. Y., July

1,868; (1900), 2,504.

study of law, studied theology and entered the
Baptist ministry. After a brief pastorate in the
East he came West, becoming Principal of a
classical school at Detroit.
His ability as an
educator was soon recognized, and, in 1858, he
was elected State Superintendent of Public
Instruction in Michigan, but declined a re-election in 1863. In 1854, he assisted in founding
"The Michigan Journal of Education," of which
he was editor-in-chief. In 1863 he accepted the
Presidency of Kalamazoo College, and four years

;

GREENVILLE, TREATY OF, a treaty negotiated by Gen. Anthony Wayne with a number of
Indian tribes (see Indian Treaties), at Greenville, after his victory over the savages at the
This
battle of Maumee Rapids, in August, 1795.
was the first treaty relating to Illinois lands in
which a number of tribes united. The lands conveyed within the present limits of the State
of Illinois

were as follows:

A

tract

six miles

»quare at the mouth of the Chicago River;

6, 1822; graduated from Union College in 1846 and, after devoting two years to the

HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OP ILLINOIS.

210

newly founded
Champaign, where he
He was United States
remained until 1880.
Commissioner to the Vienna Exposition in 1873,
Illinois State Commissioner to the Paris Exposition of 1878, also serving as one of the judges in
the educational department of the Philadelphia
Centennial of 1876. From 1882 to '85 he was a
member of the United States Civil Service Commission. The degree of LL.D. was conferred
upon him by Madison University (Hamilton,
While State Superintendent he
N. Y.) in 1866.
later

was

called to that of the

University of

published a

Illinois, at

"Compend

of School

Laws"

of Michi-

numerous addresses on educational
Other works of his are "Handbook of
subjects.
History" and "Map of Time" (Chicago, 1866) "A
New Political Economy" (Cincinnati, 1882); and
"Seven Laws of Teaching" (Chicago, 1883).
While holding a chair as Professor Emeritus of
gan, besides

;

Political Economy in the University of Illinois
during the latter years of his life, he resided in
Washington, D. C, where he died, Oct. 20, 1898.
By his special request he was buried on the
grounds of the University at Champaign.
(JRESHAM, Walter Quinton, soldier, jurist
and statesman, was born near Lanesville, Harri-

;

i

son County, Ind., March 17, 1832. Two years at
a seminary at Corydon, followed by one year at
Bloomington University, completed his early
education, which was commenced at the common
schools.
He read law at Corydon, and was
admitted to the bar in 1853. In 1860 he was
elected to the Indiana Legislature, but resigned
to become Lieutenant-Colonel of the Thirtyeighth Indiana Volunteers, and was almost
immediately commissioned Colonel of the Fiftythird Regiment. After the fall of Vicksburg he
was promoted to a Brigadier-Generalship, and was
brevetted Major-General on March 13, 1865. At
Atlanta he was severely wounded, and disabled
from service for a year. After the war he resumed practice at New Albany, Ind. His political career began in 1856, when he stumped his
county for Fremont. From that time until 1892
he was always prominently identified with the
Republican party. In 1866 he was an unsuccessful Republican candidate for Congress, and, in
1867-68, was the financial agent of his State
(Indiana) in New York. In 1869 President Grant
appointed him Judge of the United States District Court for Indiana.
In 1883 he resigned this
position to accept the portfolio of Postmaster-General in the Cabinet of President Arthur.
In July,
1884, upon the death of Secretary Folger, he was
made Secretary of the Treasury. In Oct. 1884,

he was appointed United States Judge of the
Seventh Judicial Circuit, and thereafter made
his home in Chicago.
He was an earnest advocate of the renomination of Grant in that year,
but subsequently took no active personal part in
politics.
In 1888 he was the substantially unani-

mous choice of Illinois Republicans for the Presidency, but was defeated in convention. In 1892he was tendered the Populist nomination for
President, but declined.

In 1893 President CleveSecretary of
accepted, dying in office at

him the

land offered

which he
Washington, D. C,
State,

portfolio of

May

28, 1895.

GREUSEL,

Nicholas, soldier, was born in Germany, July 4, 1817, the son of a soldier of Murat j
came to New York in 1833 and to Detroit, Mich.,
in 1835 served as a Captain of the First Michigan
Volunteers in the Mexican War in 1857, came toChicago and was employed on the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad, until the firing on
Fort Sumter, when he promptly enrolled himself
as a private in a company organized at Aurora,
of which he was elected Captain and attached to
the Seventh Illinois (three-months' men), later
being advanced to the rank of Major. Re-enlisting
for three years, he was commissioned Lieutenant;

;

Colonel, but, in

August following, was commis-

sioned Colonel of the Thirty- sixth Illinois; took
part in the battles of Pea Ridge and Perryville
and the campaign against Corinth compelled to
;

resign on account of failing health, in February,

he removed to Mount
1863,
whence he returned to Aurora
Aurora, April

Pleasant,
in 1893.

Iowa,

Died at

25, 1896.

CJRIDLEY, Asahel, lawyer and banker, wasborn at Cazenovia, N. Y., April 21, 1810; was
educated at Pompey Academy and, at the age of
21, came to Illinois, locating at Bloomington and
engaging in the mercantile business, which he
carried on quite extensively some eight years.
He served as First Lieutenant of a cavalry company during the Black Hawk War of 1832, and
soon after was elected a Brigadier-General of
militia, thereby acquiring the title of "General."
In 1840 he was elected to the lower branch of the
Twelfth General Assembly, and soon after began
to turn his attention to the study of law, subsequently forming a partnership with Col. J. H.
Wickizer, which continued for a number of years.
Having been elected to the State Senate in 1850,
he took a conspicuous part in the two succeeding
sessions of the General Assembly in securing the
location of the Chicago & Alton and the Illinois
Central Railroads by way of Bloomington; was
also, at a later period, a leading promoter of the
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& Western and other lines.
In 1858 he joined J. Y. Scammon and J. H. Burch
of Chicago, in the establishment of the McLean
Indiana, Bloomington

County Bank at Bloomington, of which he became
President and ultimately sole proprietor also became proprietor, in 1857, of the Bloomington GasLight & Coke Company, which he managed some
twenty-five years. Originally a Whig, he identified himself with the Republican cause in 1856,
serving upon the State Central Committee during
the campaign of that year, but, in 1872, took
part in the Liberal Republican movement, serv;

ing as a delegate to the Cincinnati Convention,
where he was a zealous supporter of David Davis
Died, at Bloomington, Jan.
for the Presidency.
20, 1881.

GRIER,
chant,
1852,

came

Trumbull County, Ohio, and, about 1850, to
111., where he was engaged for a
time in teaching music, later embarking in the
grain and produce business at Meredosia. He
enlisted promptly at the beginning of the Civil
War, becoming Aid-de-camp to General Prentiss
to

Jacksonville,

at Cairo during the three-months' service, later

being commissioned Major of the Sixth Illinois
Cavalry.
From this time his promotion was
rapid. He was commissioned Colonel of the same
regiment in March, 1862, and was commander of a
brigade in December following. He was prominent in nearly all the cavalry skirmishes between
Memphis and the Tennessee river, and, in April
and May, 1863, led the famous raid from La
Grange, Tenn. through the States of Mississippi
and Louisiana to Baton Rouge in the latter —for
the first time penetrating the heart of the Confederacy and causing consternation among the
rebel leaders, while materially aiding General
Grant's movement against Vicksburg. This demonstration was generally regarded as one of the
most brilliant events of the war, and attracted
the attention of the whole country. In recognition of this service he was, on June 3, 1863,
made a Brigadier-General, and May 27, 1865, a
full Major-General of Volunteers.
Soon after the
close of the war he entered the regular army as
Colonel of the Tenth United States Cavalry and
was successively brevetted Brigadier- and MajorGeneral for bravery shown in a raid in Arkansas
during December, 1864. His subsequent service
was in the West and Southwest conducting campaigns against the Indians, in the meanwhile
being in command at Santa Fe, San Antonio and
elsewhere. On the promotion of General Miles
to a Major-Generalship following the death of
Ma j. -Gen. George Crook in Chicago, March 19,
1890, General Grierson, who had been the senior
Colonel for some years, was promoted BrigadierGeneral and retired with that rank in July following. His home is at Jacksonville.
,

(Col.)

David Perkins, soldier and mer-

was born near Wilkesbarre,

received a
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common
to Peoria,

Pa., in 1837;

school education and,
111.,

where he engaged

in
in

the grain business, subsequently, in partnership
with his brother, erecting the first grain-elevator
in Peoria, with three or four at other points.

Early in the war he recruited a company of which
he was elected Captain, but, as the State quota
was already full, it was not accepted in Illinois,
but was mustered in, in June, as a part of the
Eighth Missouri Volunteers. With this organization he took part in the capture of Forts Henry
and Donelson, the battle of Shiloh and the siege
and capture of Corinth. In August, 1862, he was
ordered to report to Governor Yates at Springfield, and, on his arrival, was presented with a
commission as Colonel of the Seventy-seventh
Illinois Volunteer Infantry, of which he retained
command up to the siege of Vicksburg. During
that siege he commanded a brigade and, in subsequent operations in Louisiana, was in command
of the Second Brigade, Fourth Division of the
Thirteenth Army Corps. Later he had command
of all the troops on Dauphin Island, and took a
conspicuous part in the capture of Fort Morgan
and Mobile, as well as other operations in Alabama. He subsequently had command of a
division until his muster-out, July 10, 1865, with
the rank of brevet Brigadier-General. After the
war, General Grier resumed his business as a
grain merchant at Peoria, but, in 1879, removed to
East St. Louis, where he had charge of the erection
and management of the Union Elevator there
was also Vice-President and Director of the St.
Louis Merchants' Exchange. Died, April 22,
1891.

GRIERSON, Benjamin
Pittsburg, Pa., July

8,

H., soldier,

1820;

removed

was born in
in boyhood

GRIGGS, Samuel Chapman,

publisher,

was

born in Tolland, Conn., July 20, 1819; began
business as a bookseller at Hamilton, N. Y., but
removed to Chicago, where he established the
Mr.
largest bookselling trade in the Northwest.
Griggs was a heavy loser by the fire of 1871, and
the following year, having sold out to his partners, established himself in the publishing business, which he conducted until 1896, when he
The class of books published by him
retired.
include many educational and classical, with
others of a high order of merit. Died in Chicago, April 5, 1897.
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a city in Pike County, on the
4 miles west of the Illinois
River, and 50 miles east of Quincy. Flour, camp
The
stoves, and brooms are manufactured here.
city has churches, graded schools, a public

GRIGGSVILLE,
Wabash Railroad,

and a weekly

library, fair grounds, opera house,

newspaper.

Population

1,400;

(1890),

(1900),

1,404.

GRINNELL, Julius S., lawyer and ex-Judge,
was born in St. Lawrence County, N. Y., in 1842,
of New England parents, who were of French
descent.
He graduated from Middlebury College
in 1866, and, two years later, was admitted to the
bar at Ogdensburg, N. Y. In 1870 he removed to
Chicago, where he soon attained a prominent
position at the bar was elected City Attorney in
1879, and re-elected in 1881 and 1883.
In 1884 he
was elected State's Attorney for Cook County, in
which capacity he successfully conducted some
of the most celebrated criminal prosecutions in
;

GRIMSHAW,

Jackson, lawyer and politician,
was born in Philadelphia, Nov. 22, 1820, of AngloHe was parIrish and Revolutionary ancestry.
tially educated at Bristol College, Pa. and began
the study of law with his father, who was a lawyer
and an author of repute. His professional studies
were interrupted for a few years, during which he
was employed at surveying and civil engineering,
but he was admitted to the bar at Harrisburg, in
1843.
The same year he settled at Pittsfield, 111.,
where he formed a partnership with his brother,
William A. Grimshaw. In 1857 he removed to
Quincy, where he resided for the remainder of his
life.
He was a member of the first Republican
Convention, at Bloomington, in 1856, and was
twice an unsuccessful candidate for Congress
(1856 and '58) in a strongly Democratic District.
He was a warm personal friend and trusted counsellor of Governor Yates, on whose staff he served
During 1861 the latter sent Mr.
as Colonel.
Grimshaw to Washington with dispatches announcing the capture of Jefferson Barracks, Mo.
On arriving at Annapolis, learning that the railroads had been torn up by rebel sympathizers, he
,

the history of Illinois. Among these may be
mentioned the cases against Joseph T. Mackin
and William J. Gallagher, growing out of an
election conspiracy in Chicago in 1884; the
conviction of a number of Cook County Commissioners for accepting bribes in 1885, and the conviction of seven anarchistic leaders charged with
complicity in the Haymarket riot and massacre
in Chicago, in May, 1886 the latter trial being
held in 1887. The same year (1887) he was
elected to the Circuit bench of Cook County, but
resigned his seat in 1890 to become counsel for
the Chicago City Railway. Died, in Chicago,

—

June

8,

1898.

GROSS, Jacob,

ex-State Treasurer and banker,
Germany, Feb. 11, 1840; having lost
his father by death at 13, came to the United
States two years later, spent a year in Chicago
schools, learned the trade of a tinsmith and

was born

in

clerked in a store until August, 1862,

when he

and was
summoned into the presence of the President and
General Scott with his feet protruding from his

enlisted in the Eighty -Second Illinois Volunteers

boots.

In 1865 Mr. Lincoln appointed him ColRevenue for the Quincy DisDied, at
trict, which office he held until 1869.
Quincy, Dec. 13, 1875.

of the war, including Chaneellorsville, Gettys-

lector of Internal

burg, Lookout Mountain, Resaca and others.

walked from that city to the

capital,

GRIMSHAW, William A., early lawyer, was
born in Philadelphia and admitted to the bar
in his native city at the age of 19 in 1833 came
to Pike County, 111., where he continued to pracHe served in the State Contice until his death.
stitutional Convention of 1847, and had the credit
of preparing the article in the second Constitution
prohibiting dueling. In 1864 he was a delegate
to the Republican National Convention which
nominated Mr. Lincoln for President a second
time also served as Presidential Elector in 1880.
He was, for a time, one of the Trustees of the
Institution for the Deaf and Dumb at Jacksonville, and, from 1877 to 1882, a member of the State
Board of Public Charities, being for a time President of the Board. Died, at Pittsfield, Jan. 7, 1895.
;

;

(the second

ticipated in

"Hecker Regiment"); afterwards parsome of the most important battles

At

he had his right leg badly shattered
by a bullet-wound above the knee, four successive
amputations being found necessary in order to
save his life. Having been discharged from the
service in February, 1865, he took a course in a
commercial college, became deputy clerk of the
Police Court, served three terms as Collector of
the West Town of Chicago, and an equal number
of terms (12 years) as Clerk of the Circuit Court
of Cook County, and, in 1884, was elected State
Treasurer. Since retiring from the latter office,
Mr. Gross has been engaged in the banking business, being President, for several years, of the
Dallas, Ga.

,

Commercial Bank of Chicago.
GROSS, William L., lawyer, was born in Herkimer County, N. Y., Feb. 21, 1839, came with
his father to Illinois in 1844, was admitted to the
bar at Springfield in 1862, but almost immediately
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entered the service of the Government, and, a
year later, was appointed by President Lincoln
Captain and Assistant Quartermaster, and, under
command of General Stager, assigned to the
Department of the Ohio as Military Superintendent of Telegraphs. At the close of the war he
was transferred to the Department of the Gulf,
taking control of military telegraphs in that
Department with headquarters at New Orleans,
remaining until August, 1866, meanwhile being
brevetted Major and Lieutenant-Colonel. For
the next two years he occupied various positions
in the civil telegraph service, but, in 1868, resumed
the practice of law at Springfield, in conjunction
with his brother (Eugene L. ) issuing the first
volume of "Gross' Statutes of Illinois," followed
in subsequent years by two additional volumes,
besides an Index to all the Laws of the State. In
1878 he was elected as a Republican to the General
Assembly from Sangamon County, and, in 1884,
was appointed by Governor Hamilton Circuit
Judge to succeed Judge C. S. Zane, who had been

appointed Chief Justice of Utah. Upon the organization of the Illinois State Bar Association, Judge
Gross became its first Secretary, serving until
1883, when he was elected President, again serving as Secretary and Treasurer in 1893-94.
GROSSCUP, Peter Stenger, jurist, born in
Ashland, Ohio, Feb. 15, 1852 was educated in the
local schools and Wittenberg College, graduating
from the latter in 1872; read law in Boston, Mass.,
and settled down to practice in his native town,
in 1874.
He was a candidate for Congress in a
Democratic District before he was 25 years old,
Two
but, being a Republican, was defeated.
years later, being thrown by a reapportionment
into the same district with William McKinley,
he put that gentleman in nomination for the seat
He rein Congress to which he was elected.
moved to Chicago in 1883, and, for several } ears,
was the partner of the late Leonard Swett; in
December, 1892, was appointed by President
Harrison Judge of the United States District
Court for the Northern District of Illinois as sucOn the
cessor to Judge Henry W. Blodgett.
death of Judge Showalter, in December, 1898,
Judge Grosscup was appointed his successor as
Judge of the United States Circuit Court for the
Seventh Judicial District. Although one of the
youngest incumbents upon the bench of the
United States Court, Judge Grosscup has given
ample evidence of his ability as a jurist, besides
proving himself in harmony with the progressive
spirit of the time on questions of national and
;

r

international interest.
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GRUNDY COUNTY, situated in the northeastern quarter of the State, having an area of 440
square miles and a population (1900) of 24,136.
The surface is mainly rolling prairie, beneath
which is a continuous coal seam, three feet thick.
Building stone is abundant (particularly near
Morris), and there are considerable beds of potter's clay.
The county is crossed by the Illinois
River and the Illinois & Michigan Canal, also by the
Rock Island and the Chicago & Alton Railways.
The chief occupation of the people is agriculture,
although there are several manufacturing establishments. The first white settler of whom any
record has been preserved, was William Marquis,
who arrived at the mouth of the Mazon in a
"prairie schooner" in 1828.
Other pioneers
were Colonel Sayers, W. A. Holloway, Alexander K. Owen, John Taylor, James McCartney
and Joab Chappell. The first public land sale
was made in 1835, and, in 1841, the county was
organized out of a part of La Salle, and named
after Felix Grundy, the eminent Tennesseean.
The first pollbook showed 148 voters. Morris
was chosen the county-seat and has so remained. Its present population is 3,653. Another
prosperous town is Gardner, with 1,100 inhabitants.

GULLIYER, John

Putnam,

D.D.,

LL.D.,

clergyman and educator, was born in Boston,
Mass., May 12, 1819; graduated at Yale College,
in 1840, and at Andover Theological Seminary in
1845, meanwhile serving two years as Principal
of Randolph Academy. From 1845 to 1865 he
was pastor of a church at Norwich, Conn., in
1865-68, of the New England Church, of Chicago,
and, 1868-72, President of Knox College at Galesburg, 111. The latter year he became pastor of
the F n s t Presbyterian Church in Binghamton,
"

when he was elected
Professor of the "Relations of Christianity and
N. Y. remaining until 1878,
,

Secular Science" at Andover, holding this posiand then, as Professor
Emeritus, until his death, Jan. 25, 1894. He was
a member of the Corporation of Yale College
tion actively until 1891,

and had been honored with the degrees of D.D.
and LL.D.
GURLEY, William F. E., State Geologist, was
born at Oswego, N. Y., June 5, 1854; brought by
his parents to Danville, 111. in 1864, and educated
in the public schools of that city and Cornell
,

University, N. Y.

served as city engineer of
Danville in 1885-87, and again in 1891-93.
In
July of the latter year he was appointed by Governor Altgeld State Geologist as successor to Prof.
Joshua Lindahl.
;
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HACKER, John S., pioneer and soldier of the
Mexican War, was born at Owensburg, Ky.,
November, 1797; in early life removed to Missouri, where he was employed in the stock and
produce trade with New Orleans. Having married
in 1817, he settled at Jonesboro, Union County,
111., where he kept a tavern for a number of
years, and was also engaged some thirty years in
mercantile business. It is said that he was
unable to read until taught after marriage by his
wife, who appears to have been a woman of
intelligence and many graces. In 1824 he was
elected Representative in the Fourth General

Assembly and, in 1834, to the State Senate, serving by re-election in 1838 until 1842, and being a
supporter of the internal improvement scheme.
In 1837 he voted for the removal of the State
capital from Vandalia to Springfield, and, though
differing from Abraham Lincoln politically, was
one of his warm personal friends. He served in
the War of 1812 as a private in the Missouri
militia, and, in the Mexican War, as Captain of a
company in the Second Regiment, Illinois VolunBy service on the
teers Col. W. H. Bissell's.
staff of Governor Duncan, he had already obtained
the title of Colonel. He received the nomination
for Lieutenant-Governor from the first formal
State Convention of the Democratic party in
December, 1837, but the head of the ticket (Col.
J. W. Stephenson) having withdrawn on account
of charges connected with his administration of
the Land Office at Dixon, Colonel Hacker also
declined, and a new ticket was put in the field

—

headed by

Col.

Thomas

L.

Carlin,

which was

In 1849 Colonel Hacker made
the overland journey to California, but returning
with impaired health in 1852, located in Cairo,
where he held the position of Surveyor of the
Port for three years, when he was removed by
President Buchanan on account of his friendship
elected in 1838.

to

'56,

He

from 1854
Committee on
under the Chairmanship of Senator

for Senator Douglas.

also served,

as Secretary of the Senate

Territories

Douglas, and, in 1856, as Assistant Doorkeeper of
the House of Representatives in Washington. In
1857 he returned to Jonesboro and spent the
remainder of his life in practical retirement,
dying at the home of his daughter, in Anna, May
18, 1878.

HADLEY, William F. L., lawyer and Congressman, was born near Collinsville, 111., June
15, 1847; grew up on a farm, receiving his education 'in the common schools and at McKendree
In 1871 he
College, where he graduated in 1867.
graduated from the Law Department of the

University of Michigan, and established himin the practice of his profession at
self
Edwardsville. He was elected to the State Senate from Madison County in 1886, serving four
years, and was nominated for a second term, but
declined; was a delegate-at-large to the Republican National Convention of 1888, and, in 1895,
was nominated and elected, in the Eighteenth
District, as a Republican, to the Fifty-fourth Congress to fill the vacancy caused by the death of
Hon. Frederick Remann, who had been elected
in 1894, but died before taking his seat. Mr.
Hadley was a candidate for re-election in 1896,
but was prevented by protracted illness from
making a canvass, and suffered a defeat. He
is a son-in-law of the late Edward M. West,
long a prominent business man of Edwardsville, and since his retirement from Congress, has
devoted his attention to his profession and the

banking business.

HAHNEMANN HOSPITAL, a homeopathic hospital located in Chicago.

It

beds, in

wooden

buildings, the use of

rent free by Mr.

known

November,

was first opened with

twenty

J.

1870, in a

block of

which was given
Young Scammon, and was

Scammon Hospital. After the fire
1871, Mr. Scammon deeded the propTrustees of the Hahnemann Medical

as the

of October,

erty to the
College,

and the hospital was placed on the

of public charities.

It also

list

received a donation

from the Relief and Aid Society,
numerous private benefactions.
In
April, 1873, at the suggestion of Mr. Scammon,
the name of the institution was changed to the
Hahnemann Hospital, by which designation it
has since been known. In 1893 the corner-stone
of a new hospital was laid and the building com-

of

$10,000

besides

It is seven stories in height, with
a capacity for 225 beds, and is equipped with all
the improved appliances and facilities for the
care and protection of the sick. It has also about
sixty private rooms for paying patients.

pleted in 1894.

HAHNEMANN MEDICAL COLLEGE,

located

in Chicago, chartered in 1834-35, but not organ-

ized until 1860, when temporary quarters were
secured over a drug-store, and the first college
term opened, with a teaching faculty numbering
nine professors, besides clinical lecturers, demonstrators, etc.
In 1866-67 the institution moved
into larger quarters and, in 1870, the corner-stone
of a new college building was laid.
The six succeeding years were marked by internal dissen-

ten of the professors withdrawing to
establish a rival school.
The faculty was curtailed in numbers and re-organized.
In August,
sion,
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1892, the corner-stone of a second building

was

with appropriate Masonic ceremonies, the
new structure occupying the site of the old, but
being larger, better arranged and better equipped.
Women were admitted as students in 1870-71 and
•co-education of the sexes has ever since continued
For
sin established feature of the institution.
more than thirty -five years a free dispensary has
been in operation in connection with the college.
HAINES, John Charles, Mayor of Chicago and
legislator, was born in Oneida County, N. Y.,
May 26, 1818; came to Chicago in 1835, and, for
the next eleven years, was employed in various
pursuits; served three terms (1848-54) \n the City
•Council; was twice elected Water Commissioner
(1853 and '56), and, in 1858, was chosen Mayor,
serving two terms. He also served as Delegate
from Cook County in the Constitutional Convenlaid

tion of 1869-70, and, in 1874, was elected to the
Senate from the First District, serving in

.State

the Twenty-ninth and Thirtieth General AssemAt the session of 1877 he received sixtyblies.
nine votes for the seat in the United States
iSenate to which Judge David Davis was afterwards elected. Mr. Haines was a member of the
Chicago Historical Society, was interested in the
old Chicago West Division Railway and President
During his later years
»of the Savings Institute.

was a resident of Waukegan, dying there,
July 4, 1896. —Elijah Middlebrook (Haines),
ihe

•brother

of

the

preceding,

lawyer,

politician

was born in Oneida County, N. Y.,
April 21, 1822; came to Illinois in boyhood, locating first at Chicago, but, a year later, went to
Lake County, where he resided until his death.
His education, rudimentary, classical and profesHe began to occupy
sional, was self-acquired.
.and cultivate a farm for himself before attaining
his majority; studied law, and, in 1851, was
admitted to the bar, beginning practice at Waukegan in 1860 opened an office in Chicago, still,
ihowever, making his home at Waukegan. In
and

legislator,

;

1855 he published a compilation of the Illinois

'township laws, followed by a "Treatise on the
Powers and Duties of Justices of the Peace. " He
made similar compilations of the township laws
•of Michigan, Minnesota, Wisconsin and Missouri.
By nature Mr. Haines was an agitator, and his
career as a politician both checkered and unique.
Originally a Democrat, he abandoned that organization upon the formation of the Republican
party, and was elected by the latter to the Legislature from Lake County in 1858, '60 and '62. In
1867 he came into prominence as an anti-monopolist, and on this issue was elected to the Consti-
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tutional Convention of 1869-70.
In 1870 he was
again chosen to the Legislature as an "independ-

ent," and, as such, re-elected in '74, '82, '84, '86 and
'88, receiving the support, however, of the Democrats in a District normally Republican.
He
served as Speaker during the sessions of 1875 and
'85, the party strength in each of these Assemblies
being so equally divided that he either held, or
was able to control, the balance of power. He
was an adroit parliamentarian, but his decisions
were the cause of much severe criticism, being
regarded by both Democrats and Republicans as
often arbitrary and unjust. The two sessions
over which he presided were among the stormiest
in the State's history. Died, at Waukegan, April
25, 1889.

HALE,

Albert, pioneer clergyman,

was born
some

at Glastonbury, Conn., Nov. 29, 1799; after

years spent as a clerk in a country store at
Wethersfield, completed a course in the theological department of Yale College, later serving as a
home missionary, in Georgia came to Illinois in
1831, doing home hiissionary work in Bond
County, and, in 1833, was sent to Chicago, where
;

his open candor, benignity and blameless conduct
enabled him to exert a powerful influence over
the drunken aborigines who constituted a large
and menacing class of the population of what
was then a frontier town. In 1839 he assumed
the pastorate of the Second Presbyterian Church
in Springfield, continuing that connection until
1865.
From that time until his death, his life
was largely devoted to missionary work among
the extremely poor and the pariahs of society.
Among these he wielded a large influence and
always commanded genuine respect from all
denominations. His forte was love rather than
argument, and in this lay the secret of his success.

Died, in Springfield, Jan. 30, 1891.

HALE,

(Dr.)

Edwin M.,

in Newport, N. H., in 1829,
of medicine in 1848 and,

physician, was born
commenced the study

in 1850, entered the
Cleveland Homeopathic College, at the end of the
session locating at Jonesville, Mich.
From 1855
he labored in the interest of a representation of
homeopathy in the University of Michigan.
When this was finally accomplished, he was
offered the chair of Materia Medica and Therapeutics, but was compelled to decline in consequence of having been elected to the same position
in the Hahnemann Medical College of Chicago.
In 1876 he made a visit to Europe, and, on his
return, severed his connection with the Hahnemann and accepted a similar position in the Chicago Homeopathic College, where he remained
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with the rank of ProHale was the author of
several volumes held in high esteem by members
of the profession, and maintained a high reputation for professional skill and benevolence of
character. He was a member of the Chicago
Academy of Sciences and an honorary member of

when he

five years,

fessor Emeritus.

various

home and

Chicago, Jan.

HALL,

foreign associations.

Died, in

18, 1899.

(Col.)

ette County,

i-etired

Dr.

111.,

Cyrus,

was born in Fay1822—the son of a

soldier,

August

29,

pioneer who came to Illinois about the time of
He served as Second
its admission as a State.
Lieutenant in the Third Illinois Volunteers (Col.
Foreman's regiment), during the Mexican War,
and, in 1860, removed to Shelbyville to engage in

The Civil War coming on, he
company for the war in Shelby
County, which was attached to the Fourteenth
Illinois (Col. John M. Palmer's regiment); was
promptly promoted from Captain to Major and
hotel-keeping.

raised the first

finally to Lieutenant-Colonel,

of

Palmer

command

to

of

on the promotion

Brigadier-General, succeeding to
The Fourteenth
the regiment.

finally consolidated with
Lieutenant-Colonel Hall was
transferred, with the rank of Colonel, to the
command of the One Hundred and Forty-fourth
Illinois, which he resigned in March, 1864, was
brevetted Brigadier-General for gallant and
meritorious service in the field, in March, 1865,
and mustered out Sept. 16, 1865. Returning to
Shelbyville, he engaged in the furniture trade,
later was appointed Postmaster, serving some ten
years and until his death, Sept. 6, 1878.
HALL, James, legislator, jurist, State Treasurer
and author, was born in Philadelphia, August
19, 1793; after serving in the War of 1812 and
spending some time with Com. Stephen Decatur
in the Mediterranean, in 1815, he studied law,
beginning practice at Shawneetown, in 1820.

Regiment having been
the

:

!i:i

Fifteenth,

He at once assumed prominence as a citizen, was
appointed State's Attorney in 1821, and elevated
to the bench of the Circuit Court in 1825. He
was legislated out of office two years later and
resumed private practice, making his home at
Vandalia, where he was associated with Robert
Blackwell in the publication of "The Illinois
Intelligencer." The same year (1827) he was
elected by the Legislature State Treasurer, continuing in office four years. Later he removed to
Cincinnati, where he died, July 5, 1868. He conducted "The Western Monthly Magazine," the
periodical published in Illinois.
Among his
published volumes may be mentioned "Tales of

first

"Notes on the Western States,"
"Sketches of the West," "Romance of Western
History," and "History of the Indian Tribes."

the Border,"

HAMER, Thomas,

soldier

and

legislator,

was

born in Union County, Pa., June 1, 1818; came
to Illinois in 1846 and began business as a merchant at Vermont, Fulton County; in 1862
assisted in recruiting the Eighty-fourth Illinois
Volunteers and was elected Lieutenant-Colonel;
was wounded in the battle of Stone River, returned to duty after partial recovery, but was
finally compelled to retire on account of disability.
Returning home he resumed business, but
retired in 1878 was elected Representative in the
General Assembly in 1886 and to the Senate in
1888, and re-elected to the latter in 1892, making
ten years of continuous service.
HAMILTON, a city in Hancock County, on the
Mississippi River opposite Keokuk, Iowa at junction of the Toledo, Peoria & Western and Keokuk
branch of the Wabash Railway. Its position at
the foot of the lower rapids insures abundant
water power for manufacturing purposes. An
iron railroad and wagon bridge connects the Illinois city with Keokuk. It has two banks, electric lights, one newspaper, six churches, a high
school, and an apiary.
The surrounding country
is a farming and fruit district.
A sanitarium
is located here.
Population (1890), 1,301; (1900),
;

;

1,344.

HAMILTON, John
was born

B.,

M.D, LL.D., surgeon,

of a pioneer family in Jersey County,

Dec. 1, 1847, his grandfather, Thomas M.
Hamilton, having removed from Ohio in 1818 to
Monroe County, 111. where the father of the subject of this sketch was born.
The latter (Elder
Benjamin B. Hamilton) was for fifty years a
Baptist preacher, chiefly in Greene County, and,
from 1862 to '65, Chaplain of the Sixty-first Illinois Volunteers.
Young Hamilton, having received his literary education at home and with a
classical teacher at Edinburgh, Scotland, in 1863
began the study of medicine, and the following
year attempted to enlist as a soldier, but was
rejected on account of being a minor. In 1869 he
graduated from Rush Medical College in Chicago,
and, for the next five years, was engaged in general practice.
Then, having passed an examination before an Army Examining Board, he was
appointed Assistant Surgeon in the regular army
with the rank of First Lieutenant, serving successively at Jefferson Barracks, St. Louis; Fort
Colville, Washington, and in the Marine Hospital
at Boston in 1879 became Supervising SurgeonGeneral as successor to Gen. John M. Woodworth
III,

,

;
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during the yellow-fever epidemic in the
South, a few years later, rendered efficient service
in checking the spread of the disease by taking
charge of the camp of refugees from Jacksonville
and other stricken points. Resigning the position
and,

of Surgeon-General in 1891, he took charge of the

Marine Hospital at Chicago and became Professor of Surgery in Rush Medical College, besides
holding other allied positions was also editor of
"The Journal of the American Medical Association." In 1896 he resigned his position in the
Medical Department of the United States Army,
in 1897 was appointed Superintendent for the
Northern Hospital for the Insane at Elgin, but
;

Oglesby to head the State ticket. Since then
Governor Hamilton has been a prominent practitioner at the Chicago bar.
HAMILTON, Richard Jones, pioneer lawyer,
was born near Danville, Ky., August 21, 1799;
studied law and, about 1820, came to Jonesboro,
Union County, 111., in company with Abner Field,
afterwards State Treasurer in 1821 was appointed
cashier of the newly established Branch State
Bank at Brownsville, Jackson County, but, in
1831, removed to Chicago, Governor Reynolds
having appointed him the first Probate Judge of
Cook County. At the same time he also held the
offices of Circuit and County Clerk, Recorder and
Commissioner of School lands the sale of the
Chicago school section being made under his
administration. He was a Colonel of State militia
and, in 1832, took an active part in raising volunters for defense during the Black Hawk War;
also was a candidate for the colonelcy of the
Fifth Regiment for the Mexican War (1847),
but was defeated by Colonel Newby. In 1856
he was an unsuccessful candidate for Lieutenant-Governor on the Democratic ticket. Died,
;

—

died, Dec. 24, 1898.

HAMILTON, John

farmer and legislator,
was born at Newry, Ireland, Nov. 9, 1829; emigrated to Jersey County, 111., in 1851, where he
began life working on a farm. Later, he followed
the occupation of a farmer in Mason and MacouL.,

pin Counties, finally locating, in 1864, in Iroquois
County, which has since been his home. After
filling various local offices, in 1875 he was elected

County Treasurer of Iroquois County as a Republican, and twice re-elected (1877 and '79), also, in
1880, being Chairman of the Republican County
Central Committee. In 1884 he was elected to
the House of Representatives, being one of the
"103" who stood by General Logan in the mem-

was re-elected
and again returned to the same body in
1890 and '98.
HAMILTON, John Marshall, lawyer and exGovernor, was born in Union County, Ohio, May
28, 1847; when 7 years of age, was brought to
Illinois by his father, who settled on a farm' in

Dec.

26, 1860.

HAMILTON, William
tary of the Treasury
City,

August

4,

— son

— was

born in

New York

1797; spent three years (1814-17),

West Point came west and located at an early
111.
was a deputy surveyor of

at

in 1886,

day at Springfield,

Marshall County. In 1864 (at the age of 17; he
enlisted in the One Hundred and Forty-first Illinois Volunteers
a 100-day regiment. After
being mustered out, he matriculated at the Wesley an (Ohio) University, from which he graduated in 1868. For a year he taught school at
Henry, and later became Professor of Languages
at the Wesleyan (111.) University at Bloomington.
He was admitted to the bar in 1870, and has
been a successful practitioner at the bar. In
1876 he was elected State Senator from McLean
County, and, in 1880, Lieutenant-Governor on the
ticket with Gov. Shelby M. Cullom.
On Feb. 6,
1883, he was inaugurated Governor, to succeed
Governor Cullom, who had been chosen United
States Senator. In 1884 he was a candidate for
the gubernatorial nomination before the Republican State Convention at Peoria, but that body
selected ex-Gov. and ex-Senator Richard J.

Stephen, pioneer

of Alexander Hamilton, first United States Secre-

orable Senatorial contest of 1885;

—
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;

;

public lands, elected Representative from Sangamon County, in the Fourth General Assembly
(1824-26); in 1827 removed to the Lead Mine
region and engaged in mining at "Hamilton's
Diggings" (now Wiota) in southwest Wisconsin,
and occasionally practiced law at Galena was a
member of the Wisconsin Territorial Legislature
of 1842-43, emigrated to California in 1849, and
died in Sacramento, Oct. 9, 1850, where, some
twenty years later, a monument was erected to
Colonel Hamilton was an aid-dehis memory.
camp of Governor Coles, who sent him forward
to meet General La Fayette on his way from New
Orleans, on occasion of La Fayette's visit to Illi;

nois in 1825.

HAMILTON COUNTY, situated in the southeastern part of the State; has an area of 440
square miles, and population (1900) of 20,197
named

Alexander Hamilton. It was organMcLeansboro as the countyThe surface of the county is rolling and
seat.
the fertile soil well watered and drained by
for

ized in 1821, with

numerous creeks, flowing east and south into the
Wabash, which constitutes its southeastern
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boundary. Coal crops out at various points in
the southwestern portion. Originally Hamilton
County was a dense forest, and timber is still
abundant and saw-mills numerous. Among the
hard woods found are black and white oak, black
walnut, ash and hickory. The softer woods are
Corn and tobacco are the
in unusual variety.
principal crops, although considerable fruit is

wheat and potaextensively produced.
Among the pioneer settlers was a Mr. Auxier (for
whom a water course was named), in 1815; Adam
Crouch, the Biggerstaffs and T. Stelle, in 1818,
and W. T. Golson and Louis Baxter, in 1821.
cultivated, besides oats, winter

Sorghum

toes.

is

also

The most important town is McLeansboro, whose
population in 1890 was 1,355.
HAMMOND, Charles Goodrich, Railway Manager, was born at Bolton, Conn., June 4, 1804,
spent his youth in Chenango County, N. Y.,
where he became Principal of the Whitesboro
Seminary (in which he was partially educated),
and entered mercantile life at Canandaigua;
in 1834 removed to Michigan, where he held
various

offices,

including

ture and Auditor;

member

of the Legisla-

in 1852 completed

the con-

among them being

I. J. Waggen, for nearly sixty
years a resident of Montebello Township. Black
Hawk, the famous Indian Chief, is reputed to

have been born within the limits of Camp Creek
Township, in this county. Fort Edwards was
erected on the present site of Warsaw, soon after

War of

but was shortly afterwards evacLincoln, a cousin of the President of that name, was one of the early settlers.
Among the earliest we're John Day, Abraham
Brewer, Jacob Compton, D. F. Parker, the Dixons,
Mendenhalls, Logans, and Luther Whitney.
James White, George Y. Cutler and Henry Nichols were the first Commissioners.
In 1839 the
Mormons crossed the Mississippi, after being
expelled from Missouri, and founded the city of
Nauvoo in this county. (See Mormons, Nauvoo.)
Carthage and Appanoose were surveyed arid laid
out in 1835 and 1836. A ferry across the Mississippi was established at Montebello (near the
present site of Hamilton) in 1829, and another,
two years later, near the site of old Fort Edwards.
The county is crossed by six lines of railway, has
a fine public school system, numerous thriving
towns, and is among the wealthy counties of the
the

uated.

struction of the Michigan Central Railroad (the
first line from the East) to Chicago, and took up

State.

In 1855 he became
Superintendent of the Chicago, Burlington &
Quincy Railroad, but soon resigned to take a
trip to Europe for the benefit of his health.
Returning from Europe in 1869, he accepted the
Superintendency of the Union Pacific Railroad,
but was compelled to resign by failing health, later
becoming Vice-President of the Pullman Palace
Car Company. He was Treasurer of the Chicago
Relief & Aid Society after the fire of 1871, and
one of the founders of the Chicago Theological
Seminary (Congregational); also President, for
several years, of the Chicago Home for the Friendless.
Died, April 15, 1884.
HAMPSHIRE, a village of Kane County, on
the Omaha Division of the Chicago, Milwaukee
& St. Paul Railway, 51 miles west-northwest from
Chicago. There are brick and tile works, a large

at

his residence in that city.

canning factory, pickle factory, and machine
shop dairy and stock interests are large. The
place has a bank, electric lights and water-works,
and a weekly paper. Pop. (1890), 696; (1900), 760.
HANCOCK COUNTY, on the western border of
the State, bounded on the west by the Mississippi
River was organized in 1825 and named for John
Hancock has an area of 769 square miles population
Its early settlers were
(1900), 32,215.
chiefly from the Middle and Southern States,
;

;

;

;

1812,

Abraham

HANDY, Moses

Purnell, journalist, was born
Warsaw, Mo., April 14, 1847; before he was
one year old was taken back to Maryland, his
parents' native State.
He was educated at Portsmouth, Va., and was a student at the Virginia
Collegiate Institute at the breaking out of the
Civil War, when he joined the Confederate army

When the war ended
himself penniless. He was schoolteacher and book-canvasser by turns, meantime
writing some for a New York paper. Later he
became a clerk in the o'ffice of "The Christian
Observer" in Richmond. In 1867, by some clever
reporting for "The Richmond Dispatch," he was
able to secure a regular position on the local staff
of that paper, quickly gaining a reputation as a
successful reporter, and, in 1869, becoming city
at the age of seventeen.

Handy found

From

this time until 1887 his

promotion
employed at different times upon
many of the most prominent and influential
papers in the East, including "The New York
editor.

was

rapid, being

Tribune," "Richmond Enquirer," and, in Philadelphia, upon "The Times," "The Press" and
"Daily News. " In 1893, at the request of DirectorGeneral Davis of the World's Columbian Exposition, Mr. Handy accepted the position of Chief of
the Department of Publicity and Promotion, preferring this to the Consul-Generalship to Egypt,
tendered him about the same time by President
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Later, as

Harrison.

Commission

a

member of the National
much to arouse the

to Europe, he did

interest of foreign countries in the Exposition.
For some time after the World's Fair, he was
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being accompanied by Abraham Lincoln, then
about 19 years of age, who then had his feelings
aroused against slavery by his first sight of a
In

slave-mart.

1828

Mr.

Hanks

removed to

associate editor of

Macon County,

In 1897,

west of Decatur, and it was partly through his
influence that the Lincolns were induced to emi-

"The Chicago Times-Herald."
having been appointed by President

McKinley United States Commissioner

to

the

Paris Exposition of 1900, he visited Paris. Upon
his return to this country he found himself in
very poor health, and went Soutli in a vain

attempt to regain his lost strength and vigor, but
died, at Augusta, Ga., Jan. 8, 1898.
HANKS, Dennis, pioneer, born in Hardin
County, Ky., May 15, 1799; was a cousin of the
mother of Abraham Lincoln and, although ten
years the senior of the latter, was his intimate
friend in boyhood. Being of a sportive disposition, he often led the future President in boyish
pranks. About 1818, he joined the Lincoln household in Spencer County, Ind., and finally married
Sarah Johnston, the step-sister of Mr. Lincoln,
the families removing to Macon County, 111.,
together, in 1830.

A

year or so

later,

Mr.

Hanks

removed to Coles County, where he remained
until some three years before his death, when he
went to reside with a daughter at Paris, Edgar
County. It has been claimed that he first taught
the youthful Abraham to read and write, and
this has secured for him the title of Mr. Lincoln's
He has also been credited with having
teacher.
once saved Lincoln from death by drowning while
Austin Gollaher, a
crossing a swollen stream.
school- and play-mate of Lincoln's, has also made
the same claim for himself the two stories presumably referring to the same event After the
riot at Charleston, 111., in March, 18G3, in which
several persons were killed, Hanks made a visit
to President Lincoln in Washington in the interest of some of the arrested rioters, and, although
they were not immediately released, the fact that
they were ordered returned to Charleston for
trial and finally escaped punishment, has been
attributed to Hanks' influence with the President.
He died at Paris, Edgar County, Oct. 31. 1892, in
the 94th year of his age, as the result of injuries
received from being run over by a buggy while
returning from an Emancipation- Day celebration, near that city, on the 22d day of September

—

previous.

HANKS, John,
of

Abraham

Ky., Feb.

9,

pioneer, a cousin of the

mother

Lincoln, was born near Bardstown,
1802; joined the Lincolns in Spencer

home with
them two years; engaged in flat-boating, making
numerous trips to New Orleans, in one of them
County, Ind., in 1822, and made his

111.,

locating about four

miles

grate to the same locality in 1830. Hanks had
cut enough logs to build the Lincolns a house
when they arrived, and these were hauled by
Abraham Lincoln to the site of the house, which
was erected on the north bank of the Sangamon
River, near the present site of Harristown.
During the following summer he and Abraham Lincoln worked together splitting rails to fence a
portion of the land taken up by the elder Lincoln
some of these rails being the ones displayed
during the campaign of 1860. In 1831 Hanks and
Lincoln worked together in the construction of a
flat-boat on the Sangamon River, near Springfield, for a man named Off utt, which Lincoln took
to New Orleans— Hanks only going as far as

—

Louis, when he returned home.
In 1832,
Hanks served as a soldier of the Mexican War in
the company commanded by Capt. I. C. Pugh.
St.

afterwards Colonel of the Forty-first Illinois
Volunteer Infantry during the Civil War. He
followed the occupation of a farmer until 1850,
when he went to California, where he spent three
years, returning in 1853.
In 1861 he enlisted as
a soldier in the Twenty-first Illinois Volunteer
Infantry (afterwards commanded by General
Grant), but being already 59 years of age, was
placed by Grant in charge of the baggage-train,
in which capacity he remained two years, serving
in Missouri, Tennessee, Arkansas, Kentucky,
Alabama and Mississippi. While Grant was with
the regiment, Hanks had charge of the staff team.
Being disabled by rheumatism, he was finally
discharged at Winchester, Tenn.
He made
three trips to California after the war. Died,
July 1, 1891.

HANNIHAL & NAPLES RAILROAD.
Wabash

(See

Railroad.)

HANON,

Martin, pioneer, was born near Nash-

Tenn., April, 1799; came with his father to
Gallatin County, Illinois Territory, in 1812, and,
ville,

what is now a portion of Christian
County, being the first white settler in that
region. Died, near Sharpsburg, Christian County,
in 1818, to

April

5,

1879.

HANOVER,

a village in Jo Daviess County, on
Apple River, 14 miles south-southeast of Galena.
It has a woolen factory, besides five churches and
a graded school. The Township (also called Han-
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over) extends to the Mississippi, and has a population of about 1,700.

Population of the village

(1890), 743; (1900), 785.

HARDIN, the

county-seat of Calhoun County,

situated in Hardin Township, on the west bank
of the Illinois River, some 30 miles northwest of
It has two churches, a graded school and
two newspaper offices. Population (1880), 500;
(1890), 311; (1900), 494
HARDIN, John J., lawyer, Congressman and
soldier, was born at Frankfort, Ky. Jan. 6, 1810.
After graduating from Transylvania University
and being admitted to the bar, he began practice

Alton.

,

at Jacksonville,

111.

,

in 1830

was Prosecuting Attorney
later being elected to

;

for several years

of

he

Morgan County,

the lower house of the

where he served from 1836 to '42.
The latter year he was elected to Congress, his
term expiring in 1845. During the later period
of his professional career at Jacksonville he was
the partner of David A. Smith, a prominent lawyer of that city, and had Richard Yates for a
pupil.
At the outbreak of the Mexican War he
was commissioned Colonel of the First Illinois
Volunteers (June 30, 1846) and was killed on the
second day of the battle of Buena Vista (Feb. 27,
Legislature,

His remains
were brought to Jacksonville and buried with
distinguished honors in the cemetery there, his
former pupil, Richard Yates, delivering the funeral oration. (Jen. Martin D. (Hardin), soldier,
son of the preceding, was born in Jacksonville, 111.
June 26, 1837 graduated at West Point Military
Academy, in 1859, and entered the service as
brevet Second Lieutenant of the Third Artillery,
a few months later becoming full Second Lieutenant, and, in May, 1861, First Lieutenant.
Being assigned to the command of volunteer
troops, he passed through various grades until
May, 1864, when he was brevetted Colonel of
Volunteers for meritorious conduct at North
River, Va., became Brigadier-General of Volunteers, July 2, 1864, was brevetted Brigadier1847) while leading the final charge.

—

;

General of the regular army in March, 1865,
for service during the war, and was finally mustered out of the volunteer service in January,
1866.
He continued in the regular service, however, until December 15, 1870, when he was
retired with the rank of Brigadier-General.
General Hardin lost an arm and suffered other
wounds during the war. His home is in Chicago.
Ellen Hardin (Walworth), author, daughter of
Col. John J. Hardin, was born in Jacksonville,
111., Oct. 20, 1832, and educated at the Female
Seminary in that place; was married about 1854

—

Tracy Walworth (son of Chancellor
Walworth of New York). Her husband
became an author of considerable repute, chiefly in
the line of fiction, but was assassinated in 1873 by
a son who was acquitted of the charge of murder
on the ground of insanity. Mrs. Walworth is a
leader of the Daughters of the Revolution, and

to Mansfield
R. H.

has given

much attention,

of late years, to literary

Among

her works are accounts of the
Burgoyne Campaign and of the battle of Buena
Vista the latter contributed to "The Magazine
of American History"; a "Life of Col. John J.
Hardin and History of the Hardin Family,"
besides a number of patriotic and miscellaneous
poems and essays. She served for several years
as a member of the Board of Education, and was
for six years principal of a young ladies' school
at Saratoga Springs, N. Y.
HARDIN COUNTY, situated on the southeast
border of the State, and bounded on the east and
south by the Ohio River. It has an area of 194
square miles, and was named for a county in
Kentucky. The surface is broken by ridges and
deep gorges, or ravines, and well timbered with
oak, hickory, elm, maple, locust and cottonwood. Corn, wheat and oats are the staple
agricultural products.
The minerals found are
iron, coal and lead, besides carboniferous limestone of the Keokuk group. Elizabethtown is
the county-seat. Population (1880), 6,024; (1890),

pursuits.

—

7,234;

(1900), 7,448.-

HARDING, Abner

Clark, soldier and Member
Hampton, Middlesex
County, Conn., Feb. 10, 1807; was educated chiefly
at Hamilton Academy, N. Y. and, after practicing law for a time, in Oneida County, removed to
of Congress, born in East

,

resuming practice and managing several
farms for twenty-five years. He was also a member of the State Constitutional Convention of
1847 from Warren County, and of the lower
branch of the Sixteenth General Assembly
(1848-50). Between 1850 and 1860 he was engaged
in railroad enterprises.
In 1863 he enlisted as a
private in the Eighty-third Illinois Volunteer
Infantry, was commissioned Colonel and, in less
than a year, was promoted to Brigadier-General.
In 1864 he was elected to Congress and re-elected
in 1866. He did much for the development of the
western part of the State in the construction of
Illinois,

& Oquawka (now a part of
the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy) being one of
the lines constructed by him. He left a fortune
of about $2,000,000, and, before his death, endowed a professorship in Monmouth College.
Died, July 19, 1874.
railroads, the Peoria
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HARGrRAVE, Willis, pioneer, came from Kentucky to Illinois in 1816. settling near Carmi in
White County; served in the Third Territorial
Legislature (1817-18; and in the First General
Assembly of the State (1818-20). His businesslife in Illinois was devoted to farming and saltmanufacture.
HARLAN, James, statesman, was born in Clark
Count y, 111., August 25, 1820; graduated at Asbury
was State Superintendent of
University, Ind.
;

Public Instruction in Iowa (1847), President of
Iowa Wesleyan University (1853), United States
Senator (1855-65), Secretary of the Interior
(1865-66), but re-elected to the Senate the latter
year, and, in 1869, chosen President of Iowa UniHe was also a member of the Peace
versity.
Conference of 1861, and a delegate to the Philadelphia Loyalists' Convention of 1866; in 1873,
after leaving the Senate, was editor of "The
Washington Chronicle," and, from 1882 to 1885,
presiding Judge of the Court of Commissioners of
the Alabama Claims. A daughter of ex-Senator
Harlan married Hon. Robert. T. Lincoln, son of
President Lincoln, and (1889-93) United States
Minister to England. Mr. Harlan's home is at
Mount Pleasant, Iowa. Died, Oct. 5, 1899.

HARLAN, Justin, jurist, was born in Ohio
about 1801 and, at the age of 25, settled in Clark
County, 111. served in the Black Hawk War of
1832 and, in 1835, was appointed a Justice of the
Circuit Court; was a Delegate to the Constitutional Convention of 1847 and the following year
was elected to the Circuit bench under the new
Constitution, being re-elected in 1855. In 1862
he was appointed by President Lincoln Indian
Agent, continuing in office until 1865; in 1872
was elected County Judge of Clark County.
Died, while on a visit in Kentucky, in March,
;

HARLOW,

Accordingly Mr. Harlow continued to labor as an
organizer, and the League became a powerful
In 1865 he was made
factor in State politics.
Secretary of the State Senate,
but soon after became Governor Oglesby's private
secretary.
For a time he also served as InspectorGeneral on the Governor's staff, and had charge
During
of the troops as they were mustered out.
a portion of Mr. Rummel's term (1869-73) as Secretary of State, he served as Assistant Secretary,
and, in 1872, was elected as successor to Secretary
Rummel and re-elected in 1876. While in Springfield he acted as correspondent for several newspapers, and, for a year, was city editor of "The
Illinois State Journal."
In 1881 he took up his
residence in Chicago, where he was engaged at
different periods in the commission and real
estate business, but has been retired of late years
on account of ill health. Died May 16, 1900.
First Assistant

HARPER,

George H., ex-Secretary of

State,

born at Sackett's Harbor, N. Y., in 1830, removed
to Tazewell County, 111. in 1854, and engaged in
business as a commission merchant also served
a term as Mayor of Pekin. For many years he
took a prominent part in the history of the State.
Early in the '60's he w as one of seven to organize,
at Pekin, the "Union League of America," a
,

;

T

patriotic secret organization

sworn to preserve

the Union, working in harmony with the war
party and against the "Sons of Liberty." In
1862 he enlisted, and was about to go to the front,
when Governor Yates requested him to remain at
home and continue his effective work in the
Union League, saying that he could accomplish
more for the cause in this way than in the field.

William H.,

legislator

and commis-

sion merchant, born in Tippecanoe County, Ind.,

May

was brought by his parents in boy4, 1845
hood to Woodford County, 111., and served in the
One Hundred and Forty-fifth Illinois Volunteers
took a course in a commercial college and engaged
in the stock and grain-shipping business in Woodford County until 1868, when he entered upon the
commission business in Chicago. From 1872 to
'75 he served, by appointment of the Governor,
as Chief of the Grain Inspection Department of
;

the city of Chicago; in 1882 was elected to the
Thirty-third General Assembly and re-elected in
During his first term in the Legislature,
1884.
Mr. Harper introduced and secured the passage
of the "High License Law," which has received
his name.
Of late years he has been engaged in
the grain commission business in Chicago.

HARPER, William
educator,

1879.

221

26,

1856

;

Rainey, clergyman and
Concord, Ohio, July
graduated at Muskingum College at the

was born

at

New

age of 14, delivering the Hebrew oration, this
being one of the principal commencement honors
in that institution.
After three years' private
study he took a post-graduate course in philology
at Yale, receiving the degree of Ph. D. at the age
of 19.
For several years he was engaged in
teaching, at Macon, Tenn., and Denison University, Ohio, meanwhile continuing his philological studies and devoting special attention to
Hebrew. In 1879 he accepted the chair of
Hebrew in the Baptist Union Theological Seminary at Morgan Park, a suburb of Chicago. Here
he laid the foundation of the "inductive method"
of Hebraic study, which rapidly grew in favor.
The school by correspondence was known as the
,
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"American

Institute of

so rapidly that,

by

Hebrew," and increased
had enrolled 800 stu-

1885, it

the world, many leading
In 1886 be accepted the
professorship of Semitic Language and Literature
at Yale University, having in the previous year
become Principal of the Chautauqua College of
Liberal Arts, and, in 1891, Principal of the
entire Chautauqua system.
During the winters
of 1889-91, Dr. Harper delivered courses of lectures on the Bible in various cities and before
dents,

from

all parts of

professors co-operating.

several universities

in

1889,

and

made Woolsey

colleges,

having been,

Professor

of

Biblical

although still filling his
former chair. In 1891 he accepted an invitation
to the Presidency of the then incipient new Chicago University, which has rapidly increased in
Literature

at

Yale,

wealth, extent and influence.
(See University
of Chicago.) He is also at present (1899) a member of the Chicago Board of Education. Dr.
Harper is the author of numerous philological
text- books, relating chiefly to Hebrew, but applying the "inductive method" to the study of
Latin and Greek, and has also sought to improve

the study of English along these same lines. In
addition, he has edited two scientific periodicals,
and published numerous monographs.

HARRIS, Thomas

L., lawyer, soldier

and Mem-

Wesleyan University; then,
work and some three
years as Principal of Baldwin Seminary, in 1851
tutor in the Ohio

after

two

years' pastoral

returned to the Wesleyan, filling the position
first of Principal of the Academic Department
and then a professorship; was Secretary of the
General Conferences (1856-72) and, during 1860-72,
Secretary of the Church Missionary Society in
1872 was elected Bishop, and visited the Methodist
Mission stations in China, Japan and Europe;
joined the Illinois Conference in 1874, remaining
until his death, which occurred in New York,
Sept. 2, 1887. Bishop Harris was a recognized authority on Methodist Church law, and published
a small work entitled "Powers of the General
Conference" (1859), and, in connection with
Judge William J. Henry, of this State, a treatise
;

on "Ecclesiastical Law," having

special refer-

ence to the Methodist Church.
HARRISBURG, county -seat of Saline County,
on the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St.
The
Louis Railway, 70 miles northeast of Cairo
region is devoted to agriculture and fruit-growing, and valuable deposits of salt, coal and iron
are found. The town has flour and saw mills,
coal mines, dairy, brick and tile works, carriage

and other wood-working establishments, two
banks and three weekly newspapers. Population

ber of Congress, was born at Norwich, Conn.,
Oct. 29, 18I6; graduated at Trinity College, Hartford, in 1841, studied law with Gov. Isaac Toucey,
and was admitted to the bar in Virginia in 1842,
the same year removing to Petersburg, Menard
County, 111. Here, in 1845, he was elected School
Commissioner, in 1846 raised a company for the
Mexican War, joined the Fourth Regiment (Col.
E. D. Baker"s) and was elected Major.
He was
present at the capture of Vera Cruz and the
battle of Cerro Gordo, after the wounding of
General Shields at the latter, taking command of
the regiment in place of Colonel Baker, who had
assumed command of the brigade. During his
absence in the army (1846) he was chosen
to the State Senate; in 1848 was elected to
the Thirty-first Congress, but was defeated by

(1890), 1,723; (1900), 2,202.

Richard Yates in 1850; was re-elected in 1854,
'56, and '58, but died Nov. 24, 1858, a few days after
his fourth election and before completing his
preceding term.
HARRIS, William Logan, Methodist Episcopal
Bishop, born near Mansfield, Ohio, Nov. 14, 1817;
was educated at Nor walk Seminary, licensed to
pre.ach in 1836 and soon after admitted to the
Michigan Conference, being transferred to the
Ohio Conference in 1840. In 1845-46 he was a

Republican competitor, John A.
Roche. He was the Democratic candidate for
Governor in 1888, but failed of election. He
thereafter made a trip around the world, and, on
his return, published an entertaining account of
his journey under the title, "A Race with the
Sun." In 1891 he was an Independent Democratic candidate for the Chicago mayoralty, but
was defeated by Hempstead Washburne, Republican.
In 1893 he received the regular nomina-

HARRISON, Carter Henry, politician, Congressman and Mayor of Chicago, was born in
Fayette County, Ky., Feb. 15, 1825; at the age of
20 years graduated from Yale College and began
reading law, but later engaged in farming. After
spending two years in foreign travel, he entered
the Law Department of Transylvania University,
at Lexington, Ky., and, after graduation, settled
at Chicago, where he soon became an operator in
real estate.
In 1871 he was elected a Commissioner of Cook County, serving three years. In
1874 he again visited Europe, and,

on

his return,

was

elected to Congress as a Democrat, being
In 1879 he was chosen Mayor
re-elected in 1876.
of Chicago, filling that office for four successive

biennial terms, but
in 1887

by

his

was defeated

for re-election
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tion of his party for the office,

and was

elected.

In 1892, in connection with a few associates, he
purchased the plant of "The Chicago Times, " placing his sons in charge. He was a man of strong
character and intense personality, making warm
friends and bitter enemies genial, generous and
kindly, and accessible to any one at all times, at
;

either his office or his home.

Taking advantage

of this latter trait, one Prendergast, on the night
of Oct. 28, 1893 immediately following the clos-

—

ing exercises of the World's Columbian Exposition
gained admission to his residence, and, without
the slightest provocation, shot him down in his
library.
He lived but a few hours. The assassin
was subsequently tried, convicted and hung.

—

HARRISON, Carter Henry, Jr., son of the
preceding, was born in Chicago, April 23, I860,
being a lineal descendant of Benjamin Harrison,

an early Colonial Governor of Virginia, and

lat-

erally related to the signer of the Declaration

and to President
William Henry Harrison.
Mr. Harrison was
educated in the public schools of Chicago, at the
Gymnasium, Altenburg, Germany, and St. Ignatius College, Chicago, graduating from the latter
Having taken a course in Yale Law
in 1881.
School, he began practice in Chicago in 1883,
remaining until 1889, when he turned his attenHis father having purchased
tion to real estate.
the "Chicago Times" about 1892, he became
associated with the editorship of that paper and,
for a time, had charge of its publication until its
consolidation with "The Herald" in 1895.
In
1897, he received the Democratic nomination for
Mayor of Chicago, his popularity being shown by
receiving a majority of the total vote. Again
in 1399, he was re-elected to the same office,
receiving a plurality over his Republican competitor of over 40,000.
Mayor Harrison is one of
the youngest men who ever held the office.
HARRISON, William Henry, first Governor of
of Independence of that name,

Indiana Territory (including the present State of
Illinois), was born at Berkeley, Va. Feb 9, 1773,
being the son of Benjamin Harrison, a signer of
the Declaration of Independence was educated
at Hampden Sidney College, and began the study
of medicine, but never finished it. In 1791 he
was commissioned an Ensign in the First U. S.
Infantry at Fort Washington (the present site of
Cincinnati), was promoted a Lieutenant a year
later, and, in 1797, assigned to command of the
Fort with the rank of Captain.
He had previously served as Aid-de-Camp to Gen. Wayne,
by whom he was complimented for gallantry at
the battle of Miami. In 1798 he was appointed by
,

;

President

Adams
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Secretary of

Northwest
become Dele-

the

Territory, but resigned in 1799 to

gate in Congress in 1800 he was appointed Governor of the newly created Territory of Indiana,
serving by reappointment some 12 years. During
his incumbency and as Commissioner, a few years
later, he negotiated many important treaties
with the Indians. In 1811 he won the decisive
victory over Chief Tecumseh and his followers
at Tippecanoe.
Having been made a BrigadierGeneral in the War of 1812, he was promoted to
Major-General in 1813 and, as Commander of the
Army of the Northwest, he won the important
battle of the Thames. Resigning his commission
in 1814, he afterwards served as Representative
in Congress from Ohio (1816-1819) Presidential
Elector in 1820 and 1824; United States Senator
(1824-1828), and Minister to the United States of
Colombia (1828-29).
Returning to the United
States, he was elected Clerk of the Court of Common Pleas of Hamilton County, serving twelve
years.
In 1836 he was an unsuccessful Whig
candidate for President, but was elected in 1840.
dying in Washington City, April 4, 1841, just on©
month after his inauguration.
;

;

HARTZELL,

William, Congressman, was bo>n
When he

in Stark County, Ohio, Feb. 20, 1837.

was three years old

his parents removed to Illiyears later (1844) to Texas. In
1853 he returned to Illinois, settling in Randolph
County, which became his permanent home. He
was brought up on a farm, but graduated at Mc-

nois, and, four

Kendree College, Lebanon, in June, 1859. Five
years later he was admitted to the bar, and began
practice.
He was Representative in Congress for
two terms, being elected as a Democrat, in 1874,
and again in 1876.
HARVARD, an incorporated city in McHenry
County, 63 miles northwest of Chicago on the
Chicago & Northwestern Railway. It has electric light plant, artesian water system, hardware
and bicycle factories, malt house, cold storage
and packing plant, a flouring mill, a carriagewheel factory and two weekly papers.
The
region is agricultural. Population (1890), 1,967;
(1900), 2,602.

HASKELL, Harriet Newell, educator and third
Principal of Monticello Female Seminary, was
born at Waldboro, Lincoln County, Maine, Jan. 14,
1835; educated at Castleton Seminary, Vt.,

Mount Holyoke Seminary,

and

graduating
from the latter in 1855. Later, she served as
Principal of high schools in Maine and Boston
until 1862, when she was called to the principalship of Castleton Seminary. She resigned this
Mass.,
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assume a similar one at MontiFemale Seminary, at Godfrey, 111., where
she has since remained. The main building of
this institution having been burned in November, 1889, it was rebuilt on an enlarged and
improved plan, largely through the earnest efforts
(See Monticello Female Semiof Miss Haskell.
position in 1867 to
cello

nary.

)

HATCH,

Ozias Mather, Secretary of the State
of Illinois (1857-'65), was born at Hillsborough
Center, N. H., April 11, 1814, and removed to
In 1829 he began life as
Griggsville, 111., in 1836.
a clerk for a wholesale and retail grocer in Bos-

From 1836 to 1841 he was engaged in storekeeping at Griggsville. In the latter year he was
appointed Circuit Court Clerk of Pike County,
holding the office seven years. In 1858 he again
embarked in business at Meredosia, 111. In 1850
he was elected to the Legislature, serving one
term. An earnest anti-slavery man, he was, in
1856, nominated by the newly organized Republican party for Secretary of &tate and elected,
being re-elected in 1860, on the same ticket with
Mr. Lincoln, of whom he was a warm personal
friend and admirer. During the war he gave a
zealous and effective support to Governor Yates'
administration. In 1864 he declined a renomination and retired from political life. He was an
original and active member of the Lincoln Monuton.

i,ii

ment Association from its organization in 1865 to
his death, and, in company with Gov. R. J.
Oglesby, made a canvass of Eastern cities to collect funds for statuary to be placed on the monuAfter retiring from office he was interested
to some extent in the banking business at Griggsville, and was influential in securing the construction of the branch of the Wabash Railway
from Naples to Hannibal, Mo. He was, for over
thirty-five years, a resident of Springfield, dying

ment.

tnere,

March

12, 1893.

HATFIELD,

(Rev.) Robert Miller, clergy
man, was born at Mount Pleasant, Westchester
County, N. Y., Feb. 19, 1819; in early life enjoyed

only such educational advantages as could be
obtained while living on a farm later, was em
ployed as a clerk at White Plains and in New
York City, but, in 1841, was admitted to the
Providence Methodist Episcopal Conference, during the next eleven years supplying churches in
Rhode Island and Massachusetts. In 1852 he
went to Brooklyn and occupied pulpits in that
vicinity until 1865, when he assumed the pastorship of the Wabash Avenue Methodist Episcopal
Church in Chicago, two years later going to the
Centenary Church in the same city. He subse;

quently had charge of churches in Cincinnati and
Philadelphia, but, returning to Illinois in 1877.
he occupied pulpits for the next nine years in
Evanston and Chicago. In 1886 he went to Summerfield Methodist Episcopal Church, Brooklyn,
which was his last regular charge, as, in 1889, hb
became Financial Agent of the Northwestern
University at Evanston, of which he had been a
Trustee from 1878. As a temporary supply for
pulpits or as a speaker in popular assemblies, his
services were in constant demand during this
period.
Dr. Hatfield served as a Delegate to the
General Conferences of 1860, "64, '76, '80 and '84,
and was a leader in some of the most important
debates in those bodies. Died, at Evanston,

March 31, 1891.
HATTOjV, Frank, journalist and PostmasterGeneral, was born at Cambridge, Ohio, April 28,
entered his father's newspaper office at
an apprentice, at 11 years of age, becoming foreman and local editor in 1862, at the
age of 16, he enlisted in the Ninety-eighth Ohio
Infantry, but, in 1864, was transferred to the One
Hundred and Eighty-fourth Ohio and commissioned Second Lieutenant
his service being
chiefly in the Army of the Cumberland, but participating in Sherman's March to the Sea. After
the war he went to Iowa, whither his father had
preceded him, and where he edited "The Mount
Pleasant Journal" (1869-74) then removed to Burlington, where he secured a controlling interest
in "The Hawkeye, " which he brought to a point
of great prosperity was Postmaster of that city
under President Grant, and, in 1881, became
First
Assistant Postmaster-General. On the
retirement of Postmaster-General Gresham in
1884, he was appointed successor to the latter,
serving to the end of President Arthur's administration, being the youngest man who ever held
a cabinet position, except Alexander Hamilton.
From 1882 to 1884, Mr. Hatton managed "The
National Republican" in Washington; in 1885
removed to Chicago, where he became one of the
1846;

Cadiz, as

;

—

;

;

proprietors and editor-in-chief of "The Evening
Mail"; retired from the latter in 1887, and, purchasing the plant of "The National Republican"

Washington, commenced the publication of
"The Washington Post, "with which he was con-

in

nected until his death, April 30, 1894.
HAVANA, the county-seat of Mason County, an
incorporated city founded in 1827 on the Illinois
River, opposite the mouth of Spoon River, and a
point of junction for three railways. It is a shipping-point for corn and osage orange hedge
plants.
A number of manufactories are located
#
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The city has several churches, three pubPopulation
schools and three newspapers.

during a part of President Johnson's
In 1866 he was attacked with
congestion of the lungs, dying on March 6, of

here.

this capacity

lic

administration.

(1890), 2,525; (1900), 3,268.

HAVANA, RANTOUL & EASTERN RAILROAD. (See Illinois Central Railroad.
HAVEN, Erastus Otis, Methodist Episcopal
Bishop,

was born

in Boston, Mass., Nov.

1,

1820;

graduated at the Wesleyan University in 1842,
and taught in various institutions in Massachusetts and New York, meanwhile studying theology. In 1848 he entered the Methodist ministry
as a member of the New York Conference five
years later accepted a professorship in Michigan
University, but resigned in 1856 to become editor
of "Zion's Herald," Boston, for seven years in
that time serving two terms in the State Senate
and a part of the time being an Overseer of Harvard University. In 1863 he accepted the Presidency of Northwestern University at Evanston,
111.
in 1872 became Secretary of the Methodist
Board of Education, but resigned in 1874 to
become Chancellor of Syracuse University, N.Y.
In 1880 he was elected a Bishop of the Methodist
Episcopal Church. Died, in Salem, Oregon, in
August, 1881. Bishop Haven was a man of great
versatility and power as an orator, wrote much
for the periodical press and published several
volumes on religious topics, besides a treatise on
;

—

;

225

that year.

HAWK,
in

Robert M.

Hancock County,

Carroll County,

111.,

A.,

Congressman, was born

Ind., April 23, 1839;

came

to

in boyhood, where he attended

the common schools and later graduated from Eureka College. In 1862 he enlisted in the Union

army, was commissioned First Lieutenant, next
promoted to a Captaincy and, finally, brevetted
Major for soldierly conduct in the field. In 1865
he was elected County Clerk of Carroll County,
and three times re-elected, serving from 1865 to
1879.
The latter year he resigned, having been
elected to Congress on the Republican ticket in
1878.
In 1880 he was re-elected, but died before
the expiration of his term, his successor being
Robert R. Hitt, of Mount Morris, who was chosen
at a special election to fill the vacancy.

HAWLEY, John

Congressman and

B.,

Firs"

Assistant Secretary of the Treasury, was born Li
Fairfield County, Conn., Feb. 9, 1831; accompanied his parents to Illinois in childhood, residing
in

his

early

manhood

County. At the age of
to the bar and began
From 1856 to 1860 he
Rock Island County.

at

Carthage, Hancocl.

23 (1854) he

practice at

was

was admitted
Rock Island

State's Attorney of

three years in a more liberal course of study in a
private academy at Ellington, Conn. He was

In 1861 he entered the
Union army as Captain, but was so severely
wounded at Fort Donelson (1862) that he was
obliged to quit the service. In 1865 President
Lincoln appointed him Postmaster at Rock Island,
but one year afterward he was removed by President Johnson. In 1868 he was elected to Congress
as a Republican, being twice re-elected, and, in

next employed at Leicester Academy, first as a
He
teacher, and, for eleven years, as Principal.
then engaged in mercantile pursuits until 1849,

was Presidential Elector on the HayesWheeler ticket. In the following year he was
appointed by President Hayes First Assistant

when he removed

Secretary of the Treasury, serving until 1880,
when he resigned. During the last six years of
his life he was Solicitor for the Chicago & North
western Railroad, with headquarters at Omaha,
Neb. Died, at Hot Springs, South Dakota, May

rhetoric.

HAVEN, Luther, educator, was born near
Framingham, Mass., August 6, 1806. With a
meager country-school education, at the age of
17 he

began teaching, continuing in this occupawhich he spent

tion six or seven years, after

to Chicago.

After several

years spent in manufacturing and real-estate
business, in 1854 he became proprietor of "The
Prairie Farmer," of which he remained in control until 1858. Mr. Haven took an active interest
in public affairs, and was an untiring worker for
the promotion of popular education. For ten
years following 1853, he was officially connected
with the Chicago Board of Education, being for
four years its President. The comptrollership of
the city was offered him in 1860, but declined.
During the war he was a zealous supporter of the
Union cause. In October, 1861, he was appointed
by President Lincoln Collector for the Port of
Chicago, and Sub-Treasurer of the United States
for the Department of the Northwest, serving in

1876,

•

24, 1895.

HAY, John,

author, diplomatist and Secretary

was born

in Salem, Ind., Oct. 8, 1838, of
Scottish ancestry; graduated at Brown University, 1 858, and studied law at Springfield, 111.
his

of State,

,

meantime, having become a resident of Warsaw, 111. was admitted to practice
in 1861, but immediately went to Washington as
father, in the

;

assistant private secretary of President Lincoln,

acting part of the time as the President's aid-decamp, also serving for some time under General
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Hunter and Gilmore, with the rank

of

Major and

Adjutant-General. After President Lincoln's
assassination he served as Secretary of Legation
at Paris and Madrid, and as Charge d' Affaires at
Vienna; was also editor for a time of "The Illinois State Journal" at Springfield, and a leading
editorial writer on "The New York Tribune."
Colonel Hay's more important literary works
include Castilian Day s, " " Pike County Ballads,
and the ten-volume "History of the Life and
Times of Abraham Lincoln," written in collaboration with John G-. Nicolay. In 1875 he settled
at Cleveland, Ohio, but, after retiring from "The
New York Tribune," made Washington his home.
In 1897 President McKinley appointed him Ambassador to England, where, by his tact, good
judgment and sound discretion manifested as a
diplomatist and speaker on public occasions, he
won a reputation as one of the most able and accomplished foreign representatives America has
produced. His promotion to the position of
Secretary of State on the retirement of Secretary
William R. Day, at the close of the Spanish
American War, in September, 1898, followed
naturally as a just tribute to the rank which he
had won as a diplomatist, and was universally
approved throughout the np.tion.
HAT, John B., ex-Congressman, was born at
Belleville, 111., Jan. 8, 1834; attended the common schools and worked on a farm until he was
16 years of age, when he learned the printer's
trade.
Subsequently he studied law, and won
'

'

considerable local prominence in his profession,

being for eight years State's Attorney for the
Twenty-fourth Judicial Circuit. He served in
the Union army during the War of the Rebellion,
and, in 1868,

was elected a Representative

in the

Forty-first Congress, being re-elected in 1870.

HAY,

Milton, lawyer and legislator, was born

in Fayette County, Ky., July

3,

1817;

removed

with his father's family to Springfield, 111., in
1832 in 1838 became a student in the law office
of Stuart & Lincoln; was admitted to the
bar in 1840, and began practice at Pittsfield,
Pike County. In 1858 he returned to Springfield
and formed a partnership with Judge Stephen
;

T.

Logan (afterwards

his father-in-law),

which

ended by the retirement of the latter from practice in 1861.
Others who were associated with
him as partners, at a later date, were Hon. Shelby
M. Cullom, Gen. John M. Palmer, Henry S.
Greene and D. T. Littler. In 1869 he was elected
a Delegate to the State Constitutional Convention
and, as Chairman of the Committee on Revenue
and member of the Judiciary Committee, was

prominent in shaping the Constitution of 1870.
Again, as a member of the lower branch of the
Twenty-eighth General Assembly (1873-74), he
assisted in revising and adapting the laws to the
new order of things under the new Constitution.
The estimate in which he was held by his associates is shown in the fact that he was a member
of the Joint Committee of five appointed by the
Legislature to revise the revenue laws of the
State, which was especially complimented for
the manner in which it performed its work by
concurrent resolution of the two houses. A conservative Republican in politics, gentle and unobtrusive in manner, and of -calm, dispassionate
judgment and unimpeachable integrity, no man

was more frequently consulted by State execuon questions of great delicacy and public

tives

importance, during the last thirty years- of his
than Mr. Hay. In 1881 he retired from the
active prosecution of his profession, devoting his
time to the care of a handsome estate. Died,
life,

Sept. 15, 1893.

HAYES,

Philip

C, ex-Congressman, was born

Before he was a
3, 1833.
year old his parents removed to La Salle County,
where the first twenty years of his life were
111.
spent upon a farm. In 1860 he graduated from
Oberlin College, Ohio, and, in April, 1861, enlisted in the Union army, being commissioned
successively, Captain, Lieutenant-Colonel and
Colonel, and finally brevetted Brigadier-General.
After the war he engaged in journalism, becoming the publisher and senior editor of "The Morris
Herald," a weekly periodical issued at Morris,
Grundy County. In 1872 he was a delegate to the
National Republican Convention at Philadelphia
which renominated Grant, and represented his
district in Congress from 1877 to 1881.
Later he
at Granby, Conn., Feb.

,

became editor and part proprietor of "The Repub111., but retired some years since.
HAYES, Samuel Snowden, lawyer and politician, was born at Nashville, Tenn., Dec. 25, 1820;
settled at Shawneetown in 1838, and engaged in
the drug business for two years then began the
study of law and was admitted to practice in
1842, settling first at Mount Vernon and later at
Carmi. He early took an interest in politics,
stumping the southern counties for the Democratic party in 1843 and '44.
In 1845 he was a
delegate to the Memphis Commercial Convention
and, in 1846, was elected to the lower House of
lican" at Joliet,

;

the State Legislature, being re-elected in
1847 he raised a

Mexican War,

company

but,

owing

the seat of government,

its

for

'48.

service in

from
were not

to its distance

muster

rolls

In
the
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received until the quota of the State had been
The same year he was chosen a Delegate

filled.

to the State Constitutional

Convention for White

County, and, in 1848, was a Democratic PresiAbout 1852 lie removed to Chidential Elector.
cago, where he was afterwards City Solicitor and
He was a delegate
(1862-65) City Comptroller.
to the National Democratic Conventions at
Charleston and Baltimore in 1860, and an earnest
worker for Douglas in the campaign which followed. While in favor of the Union, he was
strongly opposed to the policy of the administration, particularly in its attitude on the question
of slavery. His last public service was as a Delegate from Cook County to the State ConstituHis talents as an
tional Convention of 1869-70.
orator, displayed both at the bar and before popular assemblies, were of a very high order.

HAYMAEKET

RIOT, THE, an

anarchistic

outbreak which occurred in Chicago on the
evening of May 4, 1886. For several days prior,
meetings of dissatisfied workingmen had been
addressed by orators who sought to inflame the
worst passions of their hearers. The excitement
(previously more or less under restraint) culminated on the date mentioned. Haymarket
Square, in Chicago, is a broad, open space formed

by the widening of West Randolph Street for an

An immense concourse
assembled there on the evening named inflammatory speeches were made from a cart, which
was used as a sort of improvised platform. During the earlier part of the meeting the Mayor
(Carter H. Harrison) was present, but upon his
withdrawal, the oratory became more impassioned
and incendiary. Towards midnight, some one
whose identity has never been thoroughly proved,
threw a dynamite bomb into the ranks of the
police, who, under command of Inspector John
Bonfield, had ordered the dispersal of the crowd
and were endeavoring to enforce the command.
Simultaneously a score of men lay dead or bleeding in the street. The majority of the crowd
Numerous arrests
fled, pursued by the officers.
followed during the night and the succeeding
morning, and search was made in the office of
the principal Anarchistic organ, which resulted
in the discovery of considerable evidence of an
open-air produce-market.

;

incriminating character. A Grand Jury of Cook
County found indictments for murder against
eight of the suspected leaders, all of whom were
convicted after a trial extending over several
months, both the State and the defense being
represented by some of the ablest counsel at the
Chicago bar. Seven of the accused were con-
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demned to death, and one (Oscar Neebe) was
given twenty years' imprisonment. The death
sentence of two Samuel Fielden and Justus
Schwab— was subsequently commuted by Governor Oglesby to life-imprisonment, but executive
clemency was extended in 1893 by Governor
Altgeld to all three of those serving terms in the

—

penitentiary.
Of those condemned to execution,
one (Louis Linng) committed suicide in the
county-jail by exploding, between his teeth, a
small dynamite bomb which he had surreptitiously obtained; the remaining four (August
Spies, Albert D. Parsons, Louis Engel and Adolph
Fischer) were hanged in the county-jail at
Chicago, on November 14, 1887. The affair
attracted wide attention, not only throughout the
United States but in other countries also.
HAYNIE, Isham Nicolas, soldier and Adjutant-General, was born at Dover, Tenn., Nov. 18,
1824; came to Illinois in boyhood and received
but little education at school, but worked on a
farm to obtain means to study law, and was
licensed to practice in 1846. Throughout the
Mexican War he served as a Lieutenant in the
Sixth Illinois Volunteers, but, on his return,
resumed practice in 1849, and, in 1850, was
elected to the Legislature from Marion County.
He graduated from the Kentucky Law School in
1852 and, in 1856, was appointed Judge of the
Court of Common Pleas at Cairo. In 1860 he was a
candidate for Presidential Elector on the Douglas ticket.
In 1861 he entered the army as

Colonel of the

which he had

Forty-eighth Illinois Infantry,

assisted in organizing.

He

partici-

pated in the battles of Fort Donelson and Shiloh,
and was severely wounded at the latter. In 1862
he was an unsuccessful candidate for Congress as
a War Democrat, being defeated by W. J. Allen,
and the same year was commissioned BrigadierGeneral of Volunteers. He resumed practice at
Cairo in 1864, and, in 1865, was appointed by
Governor Oglesby Adjutant-General as successor
to Adjutant-General Fuller, but died in office, at
Springfield,

November,

1868.

HAYWARD COLLEGE AND COMMERCIAL
SCHOOL, at Fairfield, Wayne County incorporated in 1886; is co-educational; had 160 pupils in
1898, with a faculty of nine instructors.
HEACOCK, Russell E., pioneer lawyer, was
;

born in Litchfield, Conn., in 1770; having lost his
father at 7 years of age, learned the carpenter's
trade and came west early in life; in 1806 was
studying law in Missouri, and, two years later,
was licensed to practice in Indiana Territory, of
which Illinois then formed a part, locating first
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at Kaskaskia

and afterwards at Jonesboro, in
Union County; in 1823 went to Buffalo, N. Y.,
but returned west in 1827, arriving where Chicago now stands on July 4; in 1828 was living

painted the portraits of a large number of royal
personages, including Louis Phillippe of France,
as also, in this country, the portraits of Presidents

but subsequently located
several miles up the South Branch of the Chicago
River, where he opened a small farm at a place
which went by the name of "Heacock's Point."
In 1831 he obtained a license to keep a tavern, in
1833 became a Justice of the Peace, and, in 1835,
had a law office in the village of Chicago. He
took a prominent part in the organization of Cook
County, invested liberally in real estate, but lost
He was disabled by parit in the crash of 1837.

torical

inside Fort Dearborn,

alysis in 1843

— Reuben
was

and died of

cholera,

June

28, 1849.

E. (Heacock), a son of Mr. Heacock,
member of the State Constitutional Conven-

from Cook County.
a bureau of the State
Government, created by act of May 25, 1877. It
consists of seven members, named by the Gov-

tion of 1847,

HEALTH, BOARD OF,

It is
ernor, who hold office for seven years.
charged with "general supervision of the interests connected with the health and life of the
citizens of the State. " All matters pertaining to
quarantine fall within its purview, and in this
respect it is invested with a power which, while

The same
discretionary, is well-nigh autocratic.
standard holds good, although to a far less extent, as to its supervisory power over contagious diseases, of man or beast. The Board also
has a modified control over medical practitioners,
under the terms of the statute popularly known
as the "Medical Practice Act." Through its
powers thereunder, it has kept out or expelled
from the State an army of irregular practitioners, and has done much toward raising the standard of professional qualification.
HEALY, George P. A., artist, was born in
Boston, July 15, 1808, and early manifested a
predilection for art, in which he was encouraged
by the painter Scully. He struggled in the face
of difficulties until 1836, when, having earned
some money by his art, he went to Europe to
study, spending two years in Paris and a like
period in London. In 1855 he came to Chicago,
contemplating a stay of three weeks, but remained until 1867. During this time he is said
to have painted 575 portraits, many of them
being likenesses of prominent citizens of Chicago
and of the State. Many of his pictures, deposited
in the rooms of the Chicago Historical Society
for safe-keeping, were destroyed by the fire of
1871.
From 1869 to '91 his time was spent chiefly
in Rome. During his several visits to Europe he

and other distinguished persons. One of his hispictures was "Webster Replying to
Hayne, in which 150 figures are introduced. A
few years before his death, Mr. Healy donated a
large number of his pictures to the Newberry
Library of Chicago. He died in Chicago, June
'

'

,

24, 1894.

HEATON, William Weed, lawyer and
was born
April

18,

jurist,

Oneida County, N. Y.,
After completing his academic

at Western,
1814.

studies he engaged, for a short time, in teaching,

but soon began the- study of law, and, in 1838,
was admitted to the bar at Terre Haute, Ind. In
1840 he removed to Dixon, 111., where he resided
In 1861 he was elected Judge of
until his death.
the Circuit Court for the Twenty-second Circuit,
and occupied a seat upon the bench, through
repeated re-elections, until his death, which
occurred Dec. 26, 1877, while serving as a member of the Appellate Court for the First District.
HECKER, Friedrich Karl Franz, German patriot and soldier, was born at Baden, Germany,
Sept. 28, 1811.

He

attained

eminence in

his

native country as a lawyer and politician was a
member of the Baden Assembly of 1842 and a
leader in the Diet of 1846-47, but, in 1848, was
forced, with many of his compatriots, to find a
;

refuge in the United States.

In 1849 he settled

as a farmer at Summerfield, in St. Clair County,
111.

He took a

deep interest in politics and, being

earnestly opposed to slavery, ultimately joined

the Republican party, and took an active part in
the campaigns of 1856 and '60. In 1861 he was
commissioned Colonel of the Twenty-fourth Illinois Volunteers, and was later transferred to the
command of the Eighty-second. He was a brave
soldier, and actively participated in the battles
In
of Missionary Ridge and Chancellorsville.
1864 he resigned his commission and returneJ to
Died, at St. Louis,
his farm in St. Clair County.
Mo., March 24, 1881.
HEDDING COLLEGE, an institution incorporated in 1875 and conducted under the auspices of
the Methodist Episcopal Church, at Abingdon,
Knox County, 111. has a faculty of seventeen
instructors, and reports (1895-96), 403 students,
of whom 212 were male and 181 female.
The
branches taught include the sciences, the classics,
music, fine arts, oratory and preparatory courses.
The institution has funds and endowment
amounting to §55,000, and property valued at
;

$158,000.
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HEMPSTEAD,
first

Mayor

Charles

of Galena,

S.,

pioneer lawyer and

was born

at Hebron, Tol-

—

land County, Conn., Sept. 10, 1794 the son of
Stephen Hempstead, a patriot of the Revolution.
In 1809 he came west in company with a brother,
descending the Ohio River in a canoe from Marietta to

Shawneetown, and making

his

way across

the "Illinois Country" on foot to Kaskaskia and
finally to St. Louis, where he joined another
brother (Edward), with whom he soon began the
study of law. Having been admitted to the bar
in both Missouri Territory and Illinois, he removed to St. Genevieve, where he held the office
of Prosecuting Attorney by appointment of the
Governor, but returned to St. Louis in 1818-19
and later became a member of the Missouri Legislature. In 1829 Mr. Hempstead located at Galena,
111., which continued to be his home for the remainder of his life, and where he was one of the
The late Minisearliest and best known lawyers.
ter E. B. Washburne became a clerk in Mr.
Hempstead's law office in 1840, and, in 1845, a
partner.
Mr. Hempstead was one of the promoters of the old Chicago & Galena Union Railroad (now a part of the Chicago & Northwestern)
serving upon the first Board of Directors; was
elected the first Mayor of Galena in 1841, and, in
the early days of the Civil War, was appointed
by President Lincoln a Paymaster in the Army.
Died, in Galena, Dec. 10, 1874.— Edward (Hempstead), an older brother of the preceding, already
mentioned, came west in 1804, and, after holding
various positions at Vincennes, Indiana Territory,
under Gov. William Henry Harrison, located at
Louis and became the first Territorial
St
Delegate in Congress from Missouri Territory
His death occurred as the result of an
(1811-14).
accident,

August

stead), another

10,

member

1817.

Stephen

was Governor of Iowa from 1850 to
Feb.

(Hemp-

of this historic family,
'54.

Died,

16, 1883.

HENDERSON, Thomas

J.,

ex-Congressman,

was born at Brownsville, Tenn., Nov. 19, 1824;
came to Illinois in 1837, and was reared upon a
farm, but received an academic education. In
1847 he was elected Clerk of the County Commissioners' Court of Stark County, and, in 1849,

Clerk of the County Court of the same county,
serving in that capacity for four years. Meanwhile he had studied law and had been admitted
In 1855 and '56 he was a
to the bar in 1852.
member of the lower house of the Legislature,
and State Senator from 1857 to '60. He entered
the Union army, in 1862, as Colonel of the One
Hundred and Twelfth Illinois Volunteers, and
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served until the close of the war, being brevetted
Brigadier-General in January, 1865. He was a
Republican Presidential Elector for the State- atlarge in 1868, and, in 1874, was elected to Congress
from the Seventh Illinois District, serving continuously until March, 1895. His home is at
Princeton.

HENDERSON, William
lator,

was born

H., politician

and legis-

in Garrard County, Ky., Nov. 16,

After serving in the War of 1812, he settled
where he held many positions of
public trust, including that of State Senator. In
1836 he removed to Illinois, and, two years later,
was elected to the General Assembly as Repre1793.

in Tennessee,

sentative from Bureau and

Putnam

Counties,

being re-elected in 1840. In 1842 he was the
unsuccessful Whig candidate for LieutenantGovernor, being defeated by John Moore. In
1845 lie migrated to Iowa, where he died in 1864.
HENDERSON COUNTY, a county comprising
380 square miles of territory, located in the western section of the State and bordering on the Mississippi River.
The first settlements were made
about 1827-28 at Yellow Banks, now Oquawka.
Immigration was checked by the Black Hawk
War, but revived after the removal of the Indians
across the Mississippi.
The county was set off
from Warren in 1841, with Oquawka as the
county-seat. Population (1880), 10,722; (1890),
The soil is fertile, and underlaid by lime9,876.
The surface is undulating, and well timstone.
bered. Population (1900), 10.836
HENNEPIN, the county-seat of Putnam
County, situated on the left bank of the Illinois
River, about 28 miles below Ottawa, 100 miles
southwest of Chicago, and 3 miles southeast of
Bureau Junction. It has a courthouse, a bank,
two grain elevators, three churches, a graded
It is a prominent shipping
school, a newspaper.
point for produce by the river. The Hennepin
Canal, now in process of construction from the
Illinois River to the Mississippi at the mouth of
Rock River, leaves the Illinois about two miles
above Hennepin. Population (1880), 623; (1890),
574; (1900), 523.

HENNEPIN,
friar
1640.

and

Louis, a Franciscan (Recollect)

explorer, born at Ath, Belgium, about

After several years of clerical service in

Belgium and Holland, he was ordered

(1675)

by

his ecclesiastical superiors to proceed to Canada.
In 1679 he accompanied La Salle on his explo-

and the upper MissisHaving reached the Illinois by way of

rations of the great lakes
sippi.

Lake Michigan, early

La

in the following year (1680;,

Salle proceeded to construct a fort

on the east
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of the Illinois River, a little below the
present site of Peoria, which afterwards received
In February,
the name of Fort Creve-Cceur.
1680, Father Hennepin was dispatched by La
Salle, with two companions, by way of the
mouth of the Illinois, to explore the upper Misside

Ascending the latter stream, his party
was captured by the Sioux and carried to the
villages of that tribe among the Minnesota lakes,
During his captivity he
but finally rescued.
discovered the Falls of St. Anthony, which he
named. After his rescue Hennepin returned to
Quebec, and thence sailed to France. There he
sissippi.

published a work describing La Salle's first
expedition and his own explorations. Although

the lungs, and, going South, he died at

March

Orleans,

4,

New

1834.

HENRY COUNTY, one of the middle tier of
counties of Northern Illinois, near the western
border of the State, having an area of 830 square
miles,
named for Patrick Henry. The American pioneer of the region was Dr. Baker, who
located in 1835 on what afterwards became the
town of Colona. During the two years following
several colonies from the eastern States settled at
different points
(Geneseo, Wethersfield, etc.;.
The act creating it was passed in 1825, though
organization was not completed until 1837. The
first county court was held at Dayton.
Subsequent county-seats have been Richmond (1837)

—

and necessarily incorrect, this work
was a valuable contribution to history. Because

Geneseo (1840)

of ecclesiastical insubordination he left France
In 1697 he published an extraordifor Holland.

33,338; (1900), 40,049.

nary volume, in which he set forth claims as a
discoverer which have been wholly discredited.
His third and last work, published at Utrecht, in
1698, was entitled a "New Voyage in a Country
Larger than Europe." It was a compilation
describing La Salle's voyage to the mouth of the
Mississippi.
His three works have been transHe
lated into twenty-four different languages.
died, at Utrecht, between 1702 and 1705.

"Long Nine" members of the General Assembly
of 1836-37, was born in Culpepper County, Va.,

egotistical

HENNEPIN CANAL.
sippi Canal.

(See Illinois

&

Missis-

)

HENRY, a city in Marshall County, situated on
the west bank of the Illinois River and on the
Peoria branch of the Chicago, Rock Island &
Pacific Railway, 33 miles north-northeast of
Peoria. There is a combination railroad and
wagon bridge, lock and dam across the river at
this point.
The city is a thriving commercial
center, among its industries being grain elevators, flour mills, and a windmill factory; has
two national banks, eight churches and two
newspapers.
Population (1880), 1,728; (1890)
1.512; (1900). 1,637.

HENRY, James D., pioneer and soldier, was born
in Pennsylvania,

came to

Illinois in 1822, locating

at Edwardsville, where, being of limited educa-

he labored as a mechanic during the day
and attended school at night; engaged in merchandising, removed to Springfield in 1826, and
was soon after elected Sheriff served in the Winnebago War (1827) as Adjutant, and, in the
tion,

;

Black

and

Hawk War

(1831-32) as Lieutenant-Colonel

Colonel, finally being placed in

command

of

a brigade at the battle of Wisconsin and the Bad
Axe, his success in both winning for him great
popularity. His exposures brought on disease of

bridge (1843).

HERNDON,

;

Morristown (1842)

;

and Cam-

Population (1870), 36,597; (1890),

Archer

G., one of the celebrated

spent his youth in Green County,
Madison County, 111., 1820, and to
in 1821, becoming a citizen of Springfield in 1825, where he engaged in mercantile
business served eight years in the State Senate
(1834-42), and as Receiver of the Land Office
1842-49.
Died, Jan. 3, 1867. Mr. Herndon was
the father of William H. Herndon, the law partner of Abraham Lincoln.
HERNDON, WiUiam H., lawyer, was born at
Greensburg, Ky., Dec. 25, 1818; brought to IlliFeb.

13, 1795;

came
Sangamon
Ky.,

to

;

nois

and

by

his father,

Archer G. Herndon, in

Sangamon County

1820,

entered Illinois
College in 1836, but remained only one year on
account of his father's hostility to the supposed
abolition influences prevailing at that institution
spent several years as clerk in a store at Springfield, studied law two years with the firm of Lincoln & Logan (1842-44), was admitted to the bar
and became the partner of Mr. Lincoln, so continuing until the election of the latter to the
Presidency.
Mr. Herndon was a radical opponent of slavery and labored zealously to promote
the advancement of his distinguished partner.
The offices he held were those of City Attorney,
Mayor and Bank Commissioner under three Governors.
Some years before his death he wrote,
and, in conjunction with Jesse W. Weik, published
a Life of Abraham Lincoln in three volumes
afterwards revised and issued in a two-volume
edition by the Messrs. Appleton, New York.
Died, near Springfield, March 18, 1891.
HERRINGTON, Augustus M., lawyer and politician, was born at or near Meadville, Pa., in 1823;
to

in 1821

;
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ten years of age was brought by his father

to Chicago, the family removing two years later
(1835) to Geneva, Kane County, where the elder

Herrington opened the first store. Augustus was
admitted to the bar in 1844; obtained great prominence as a Democratic politician, serving as
Presidential Elector for the State-at-large in
1856, and as a delegate to Democratic National

Conventions in 1860, '64, '68, '76 and '80, and was
almost invariably a member of the State ConvenHe
tions of his party during the same period.
also served for many years as Solicitor of the
Chicago & Northwestern Railroad. Died, at Geneva, Kane County, August 14, 1883.— James
(Herrington), brother of the px-eceding, was born
in Mercer County, Pa., June 6, 1824; came to
Chicago in 1833, but, two years later, was taken
by his parents to Geneva, Kane County. In 1843
he was apprenticed to the printing business on
the old "Chicago Democrat" (John Wentworth,
publisher), remaining until 1848, when he returned
to Geneva, where he engaged in farming, being
also connected for a year or two with a local
In 1849 he was elected County Clerk, repaper.
maining in office eight years also served three
terms on the Board of Supervisors, later serving
continuously in the lower branch of the General
Assembly from 1872 to 1886. He was also a member of the State Board of Agriculture and a frequent delegate to Democratic State Conventions.
Died, July 7, 1890. James Herrington, Sr.,
father of the two preceding, was a Representative
in the Fifteenth General Assembly (1846-48) for
the District embracing the counties of Kane,
McHenry, Boone and De Kalb.
;

—

HERTZ, Henry

L., ex-State Treasurer,

was

born at Copenhagen, Denmark, in 1847; graduated from the University of Copenhagen in 1866,
and after pursuing the study of medicine for two
years, emigrated to this country in 1869.
After
various experiences in selling sewing-machines,
as bank-clerk, and as a farm-hand, in 1876 Mr.
Hertz was employed in the Recorder's office of
Cook County in 1878 was record-writer in the
Criminal Court Clerk's office in 1884 was elected
Coroner of Cook County, and re-elected in 1888.
In 1892, as Republican candidate for State Treasurer, he was defeated, but, in 1896, again a
candidate for the same office, was elected by a
majority of 115,000, serving until 1899. He is
now a resident of Chicago.
HESING, Antone Caspar, journalist and politician, was born in Prussia in 1823; left an orphan at
the age of 15, he soon after emigrated to America,
landing at Baltimore and going thence to Cin;

;
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From 1840 to 1842 he worked in a grocery store in Cincinnati, and later opened a small
cinnati.

In 1854 he removed to Chicago, where he
time engaged in the manufacture of
brick.
In 1860 he was elected Sheriff of Cook
County, as a Republican. In 1862 he purchased
an interest in "The Chicago Staats Zeitung,
and in 1867 became sole proprietor. In 1871 he
hotel.

was

for a

admitted his son, Washington Hesing, to a partnership, installing him as general manager.
Died, in Chicago,

March

31,

1895.

— Washington

(Hesing), son of the preceding, was born in Cincinnati, Ohio, May 14, 1849, educated at Chicago

and Yale

College, graduating from the latter in
After a year spent in study abroad, he
returned to Chicago and began work upon "The
1870.

Staats Zeitung,

and

'
'

later

becoming managing editor,
While yet a young

finally editor-in-chief.

man

he was made a member of the Chicago
Board of Education, but declined to serve a
second term.

In 1872 he entered actively into
in both English and
German in support of General Grant's Presidential candidacy. Later he affiliated with the
Democratic party, as did his father, and, in 1893,
was an unsuccessful candidate for the Democratic
nomination for the Chicago mayoralty, being
defeated by Carter H. Harrison. In December,
1893, he was appointed by President Cleveland
Postmaster of the city of Chicago, serving four
years.
His administration was characterized by
a high degree of efficiency and many improvements in the service were adopted, one of the
most important being the introduction of postal
cars on the street-railroads for the collection of
mail matter. In April, 1897, he became an Independent candidate for Mayor, but was defeated
by Carter H. Harrison, the regular Democratic
nominee. Died, Dec. 18, 1897.
HEYWORTH, a village of McLean County, on
the Illinois Central Railway, 10 miles south of
Bloomington has a bank, churches, gas wells,
and a newspaper. Pop. (1890), 566; (1900), 683.
HIBBARI), Homer Nash, lawyer, was born at
Bethel, Windsor County, Vt., Nov. 7, 1824, his
politics,

making speeches

;

early life being spent upon a farm and in attendance upon the common schools. After a short
term in an academy at Randolph, Vt. at the age
of 18 he began the study of law at Rutland also
fitting himself for college with a private tutor.
Later, having obtained means by teaching, he
took a course in Castleton Academy and Vermont University, graduating from the latter in
Then, having spent some years in teach1850.
ing, he entered the Dane Law School at Harvard,
,

—
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Burlington and
removing to Chicago.
Here he opened a law office in connection with
his old classmate, the late Judge John A. Jameson, but early in the following year removed to
Freeport, where he subsequently served as City
Attorney, Master in Chancery and President of
the City School Board. Returning to Chicago in
1860, he became a member of the law firm of
Cornell, Jameson & Hibbard, and still later the
head of the firm of Hibbard, Rich & Noble. In
1870 he was appointed by Judge Drummond
Register in Bankruptcy for the Chicago District,
serving during the life of the law. He was also,
for some time, a Director of the National Bank
of Illinois, and Vice-President of the American
Insurance Company. Died, Nov. 14, 1897.
HICKS, Stephen (*., lawyer and soldier of
three Avars, was born in Jackson County, Ga.,
Feb. 22, 1807— the son of John Hicks, one of the

later continuing his studies at
finally, in

the

fall of 1853,

seven soldiers killed at the battle of New Orleans,
Leaving the roof of a step-father
Jan. 8, 1815.
at an early age, he found his way to Illinois,
working for a time in the lead mines near Galena,
and later at the carpenter's trade with an uncle
served as a Sergeant in the Black Hawk War,
finally locating in Jefferson County, where he
studied law and was admitted to the bar. Here
he was elected to the lower branch of the Twelfth
General Assembly (1840) and re-elected successively to the Thirteenth and Fourteenth.
Early
in the Mexican War (1846) he recruited a company for the Third Regiment, of which he was
chosen Captain, a year later becoming Lieutenant-Colonel of the Sixth. At the beginning of
the Civil War Colonel Hicks was practicing his
profession at
Salem, Marion
County.
He
promptly raised a company which became a part
of the Fortieth Regiment Volunteer Infantry, of
which he was commissioned Colonel. The regiment saw active service in the campaign in Western Tennessee, including the battle of Shiloh,
where Colonel Hicks was dangerously wounded
through the lungs, only recovering after some
months in hospital and at his home. He rejoined
his regiment in July following, but found himself compelled to accept an honorable discharge,
a few months later, on account of disability.
Having finally recovered, he was restored to his
old command, and served to the close of the war.
In October, 1863, he was placed in command at
Paducah, Ky., where he remained eighteen
months, after which he was transferred to Columbus, Ky.
While in command at Paducah, the
place was desperately assaulted by the rebel

Colonel Forrest, but successfully defended, the
rebel assailants sustaining a loss of

some

1,200

After the war Colonel
Hicks returned to Salem, where he died, Dec. 14,
1869, and was buried, in accordance with his
Born
request, in the folds of the American flag.
on Washington's birthday, it is a somewhat
curious coincidence that the death of this brave
soldier should have occurred on the anniversary
of that of the "Father of His Country."
HKiBEE, Chauncey L., lawyer and Judge, was
born in Clermont County, Ohio, Sept. 7, 1821,
and settled in Pike County, 111., in 1844. He
early took an interest in politics, being elected to
the lower house of the Legislature in 1854, and
two years later to the State Senate. In 1861 he
was elected Judge of the Fifth Circuit Court, and
was re-elected in 1867, '73, and '79. In 1877, and
again in '79, he was assigned to the bench of the
Appellate Court. Died, at Pittsfield, Dec. 7, 1884.
HIGGINS, Van Hollis, lawyer, was born in
Genessee County, N. Y. and received his early
education at Auburn and Seneca Falls came to
Chicago in 1837 and, after spending some time as
clerk in his brother's store, taught some months
in Vermilion County; then went to St. Louis,
where he spent a year or two as reporter on "The
Missouri Argus," later engaging in commercial
pursuits; in 1842 removed to Iroquois County,
where he read law and was admitted to the
111.
bar; in 1845, established himself in practice in
Galena, served two years as City Attorney there,
but returned to Chicago in 1852, where he continued to reside for the remainder of his life. In 1858
he was elected as a Republican Representative in
the Twenty-first General Assembly served several years as Judge of the Chicago City Court,
and was a zealous supporter of the Government
during the War of the Rebellion. Judge Higgins
was successful as a lawyer and business man, and
was connected with a number of important business enterprises, especially in connection with
real-estate operations was also a member of several local societies of a professional, social and
Died, at Darien, Wis., April
patriotic character.

killed

and wounded.

,

;

,

;

;

17, 1893.

HKtGINSON, Charles M., civil engineer and
Assistant Railway President, was born in Chicago, July 11, 1846 the son of George M.Higginson,
who located in Chicago about 1843 and engaged

—

was educated at the
Lawrence Scientific School, Cambridge, Mass.,
and entered the engineering department of the
in the real-estate business;

Burlington

&

Missouri River Railroad in 1867,
He then became the pur1875.

remaining until
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chasing agent of the Toledo, Peoria & Warsaw
Railroad, but, a year later, returned to Chicago,
and soon after assumed the same position in connection with the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy,
being transferred to the Auditorship of the
latter road in 1879.

Later, he

became assistant
Topeka &

to President Ripley of the Atchison,

Line, where he remained until his
which occurred at Riverside, 111., Slay 0,

Santa Fe
death,

Higginson was, for several years,
President of the Chicago Academy of Sciences,
and a member of the Board of Managers of the
Young Men's Christian Association of Chicago.
HIGH, James L., lawyer and author, was born
at B&lleville, Ohio, Oct. 6, 1844 in boyhood came
to Wisconsin, and graduated at Wisconsin State
University, at Madison, in 18G4, also serving for
a time as Adjutant of the Forty-ninth Regiment
Wisconsin Volunteers studied law at the Michigan University Law School and, in 18G7, came to
Chicago, where he began practice. He spent the
1899.

Mr.

;

;

winter of 1871-72 in Salt Lake City and, in the
absence of the United States District Attorney,
conducted the trial of certain Mormon leaders for
connection with the celebrated Mountain Meadow
Massacre, also acting as correspondent of "The
New York Times,"' his letters being widely
Returning to Chicago he took a high
copied.
rank in his profession. He was the author of
several volumes, including treatises on "The Law
of Injunctions as administered in the Courts of
England and America, " and "Extraordinary Legal
Remedies, Mandamus, Quo Warranto and Prohibiwhich are accepted as high authority with
the profession. In 1870 he published a revised
edition of Lord Erskine's Works, including all
his legal arguments, together with a memoir of
tions,"

Died, Oct. 3, 1898.
a city in the southeastern part of
Madison County, founded in 1836 and located on
the Vandalia line, 32 miles east of St. Louis. Its
his

life.

HIGHLAND,

manufacturing industries include a milk-condensing plant, creamery, flour and planing mills,
It contains
breweries, embroidery works, etc.
several churches and schools, a Roman Catholic
Seminary, a hospital, and has three newspapers
one German. The early settlers were Germans
of the most thrifty and enterprising classes.
The surrounding country is agricultural. Population (1880), 1,960; (1890), 1,857; (1900, decennial
census), 1,970.

HIGHLAND PARK, an incorporated city of
Lake County, on the Chicago & Northwestern
Railroad, 23 miles north-northwest of Chicago.
It has a salubrious site on a bluff 100 feet above
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Lake Michigan, and is a favorite residence and
health resort.
It lias a large hotel, several
churches, a military academy, and a weekly

Two Waukegan papers issue editions
Population (1890), 2,163; (1900), 2,806.
HILDRUP, Jesse S., lawyer and legislator,
was born in Middletown, Conn., March 14, 1833; at
15 removed to the State of New York and afterwards to Harrisburg, Pa. in 1860 came to Belvi-

paper.
here.

;

where he began the practice of law,
serving as Corporation Trustee and Township

dere,

also

111.,

Supervisor, and, during the latter years of the
war, as Deputy Provost Marshal. His first im-

portant elective office was that of Delegate to the
State Constitutional Convention of 1870, but he
was elected Representative in the General Assembly the same year, and again in 1872. While in

the House he took a prominent part in the legislation which resulted in the organization of the
Railroad and Warehouse Board. Mr. Hildrup
was also a Republican Presidential Elector in
1808, and United States Marshal for the Northern
District of Illinois from 1877 to 1881.
During
the last few years much of his time has been
spent in California for the benefit of the health
of some members of his family.
HILL, Charles Augustus, ex-Congressman,
was born at Truxton, Cortland County, N. Y.,

August 23, 1833. He acquired his early education
by dint of hard labor, and much privation. In
1854 he removed to Illinois, settling in Will
County, where, for several years, he taught
school, as he had done while in New York.
Meanwhile he read law, his last instructor being
Hon. H. C. Newcomb, of Indianapolis, where he
was admitted to the bar. He returned to Will
County in 1860, and, in 1862, enlisted in the
Eighth

Cavalry,

participating in the
Later he was commissioned
First Lieutenant in the First United States Regiment of Colored Troops, with which he remained
until the close of the war, rising to the rank of
Captain. In 1865 he returned to Joliet and to the
practice of his profession. In 1868 he was elected
State's Attorney, for the district comprising Will
and Grundy Counties, but declined a renominaIn 1888 he was the successful Republican
tion.
candidate for Congress from the Eighth Illinois
District, but was defeated for re-election in 1890
by Lewis Steward, Democrat.
HILLSBORO, an incorporated city, the countyseat of Montgomery County, on the Cleveland,
Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis Railway, 67
miles northeast of St. Louis. Its manufactures
Illinois

battle of Antietam.

are flour, brick and

tile,

carriages and harness,
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and woolen goods. It has a high
banks and two weekly newspapers. The
surrounding region is agricultural, though confurniture

school,

siderable coal

is

mined

in the vicinity.

Popula-

tion (1880), 2,858; (1890), 2,500; (1900), 1,937.
HINCKLEY, a village of De Kalb County, on
the Rochelle Division of the Chicago, Burlington

& Quincy

Railroad, 18 miles west of Aurora; in

rich agricultural and dairying region
elevators, brick

and

tile

has grain
works, water system and
;

Pep. (1890), 496; (1900), 587.
HINRICHSEN, William H., ex-Secretary of
State and ex-Congressman, was born at Franklin,
electric light plant.

May

Morgan County,

111.,

the University of

Illinois,

office of his father,

Wabash
Deputy

27,

1850; educated at

spent four years in the
stock-agent of the
six years (1874-80) as

who was

and
Morgan County

Railroad,
Sheriff of

;

then went

into the newspaper business, editing the Jacksonville

"Evening Courier," until

188G, after

which

he was connected with "The Quincy Herald," to
1890, when he returned to Jacksonville and resumed his place on 'The Courier.
He was Clerk
'

'

'

the House of Representatives in 1891, and
elected Secretary of State in 1892, serving until
January, 1897. Mr. Hinrichsen has been a member of the Democratic State Central Committee
since 1890, and was Chairman of that body during 1894-96. In 1896 Mr. Hinrichsen was the
nominee of his party for Congress in the Sixteenth District and was elected by over 6,000
majority, but failed to secure a renomination in
of

1898.

a village in Du Page County and
popular residence suburb, on the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad, 17 miles west-southwest of Chicago. It has four churches, a graded

HINSDALE,

an academy, electric light plant, waterworks, sewerage system, and two weekly newspapers.
Population (1890), 1,584; (1900), 2,578.
school,

HITCHCOCK,

Charles, lawyer, was born at

Hanson, Plymouth County, Mass., April

4,

1827;

studied at Dartmouth College and at Harvard
Law School, and was admitted to the bar in 1854,
soon afterward establishing himself for the practice of his profession in Chicago.
In 1869 Mr.
Hitchcock was elected to the State Constitutional
Convention, which was the only important public office that he held, though his capacity was
recognized by his election to the Presidency of
Died, May 6,
HITCHCOCK, Luke,

that body.

1881.

clergyman, was born
April 13, 1813, at Lebanon, N. Y., entered the
ministry of the Methodist Episcopal Church in
1834, and, after supplying various charges in

that State during the next five years, in 1839
came to Chicago, becoming one of the most
influential factors in the Methodist denomination
in Northern
1860 he

was

Illinois.

Between that date and

identified, as regular pastor or Pre-

siding Elder, with churches at Dixon, Ottawa,
Belvidere, Rockford, Mount Morris, St. Charles
and Chicago (the old Clark Street church), with

two

years' service (1841-43) as agent of Rock
River Seminary at Mount Morris his itinerant
labors being interrupted at two or three periods
by ill-health, compelling him to assume a super-

—

annuated relation. From 1852 to '80, inclusive,
he was a delegate every four years to the General
Conference. In 1860 he was appointed Agent of
the Western Book Concern, and, as the junior
representative, was placed in charge of the
depository at Chicago in 1868 becoming the
Senior Agent, and so remaining until 1880. His
subsequent service included two terms as Presiding Elder for the Dixon and Chicago Districts;
the position of Superintendent of the Chicago
Home Missionary and Church Extension Society
Superintendent of the Wesley Hospital (which he

—

assisted to organize), his last position being that

of Corresponding

Secretary of the Superannu-

ates' Relief Association.

He was

also influential

church paper
and the founding of the Northwestern
University and Garrett Biblical Institute. Died,
while on a visit to a daughter at East Orange,

in securing the establishment of a

in Chicago

N.

J.,

Nov.

12, 1898.

HITT, Daniel F., civil engineer and
was born in Bourbon County, Ky., June

soldier,
13,

1810

—the son of

a Methodist preacher who freed his
slaves and removed to Urbana, Ohio, in 1814.
In
1829 the son began the study of engineering and,
removing to Illinois the following year, was appointed Assistant Engineer on the Illinois &
Michigan Canal, later being employed in surveying some sixteen years.
Being stationed at
Prairie du Chien at the time of the Black Hawk
War (1832), he was attached to the Stephenson
Rangers for a year, but at the end of that period

resumed surveying and, having settled in La
Salle County, became the first Surveyor of that
county. In 1861 he joined Colonel Cushman, of
Ottawa, in the organization of the Fifty-third
Illinois Volunteers, was mustered into the service
in March, 1862, and commissioned its LieutenantColonel.
The regiment took part in various
battles, including those of Shiloh, Corinth and
La Grange, Tenn. In the latter Colonel Hitt
received an injury by being thrown from his
horse which compelled his resignation and from
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which he never fully recovered. Returning to
Ottawa, he continued to reside there until his
Colonel Hitt was father of
death, May 11, 1899.
Andrew J. Hitt, General Superintendent of the
Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railroad, and
uncle of Congressman Robert R. Hitt of Mount
Originally a Democrat, he allied himself
Morris.
with the Republican party on the breaking out
of the Civil War. He was a thirty -second degree

Mason and prominent in Grand Army circles.
HITT, Isaac R., real-estate operator, was born
at Boonsboro, Md., June 2, 1828; in 1845 entered
the freshman class at Asbury University, Ind.,
graduating in 1849. Then, removing to Ottawa,
111., he was engaged for a time in farming, but,
in 1852, entered into the forwarding and commission business at La Salle. Having meanwhile
devoted some attention to real-estate law, in 1853
he began buying and selling real estate while
continuing his farming operations, adding thereto
coal-mining. In May, 1856, he was a delegate
from La Salle County to the State Convention at
Bloomington which resulted in the organization
of the Republican party in Illinois. Removing
to Chicago in 1860, he engaged in the real-estate
business there in 1862 was appointed on a committee of citizens to look after the interests of
wounded Illinois soldiers after the battle of Fort
Donelson, in that capacity visiting hospitals at
Cairo, Evansville, Paducah and Nashville.
During the war he engaged to some extent in the
business of prosecuting soldiers' claims. Mr.
Hitt has been a member of both the Chicago and
the National Academy of Sciences, and, in 1869,
was appointed by Governor Palmer on the Commission to lay out the park system of Chicago.
Since 1871 he has resided at Evanston, where he
aided in the erection of the Woman's College in
connection with the Northwestern University.
In 1876 he was appointed by the Governor agent
to prosecute the claims of the State for swamp
lands within its limits, and has given much of
;

his attention to that business since.

HITT, Robert Roberts, Congressman, was born
'at Urbana, Ohio, Jan. 16, 1834.
When he was
three years old his parents removed to Illinois,
settling in Ogle County.
His education was
acquired at Rock River Seminary (now Mount
Morris College), and at De Pauw University, Ind.
In 1858 Mr. Hitt was one of the reporters who
reported the celebrated debate of that year

between Lincoln and Douglas. From December,
1874, until March, '81, he was connected with the
United States embassy at Paris, serving as First
Secretary of Legation and Charge d' Affaires ad
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He was Assistant Secretary of State in
but resigned the post in 1882, having been
elected to Congress from the Sixth Illinois District to fill the vacancy occasioned by the death
of R. M. A. Hawk.
By eight successive re-elections he has represented the District continuously
since, his career being conspicuous for long service.
In that time he has taken an important
part in the deliberations of the House, serving as
Chairman of many important committees, notably that on Foreign Affairs, of which he has
been Chairman for several terms, and for which
In
his diplomatic experience well qualifies him.
1898 he was appointed by President McKinley a
member of the Committee to visit Hawaii and
report upon a form of government for that portion of the newly acquired national domain. Mr.
Hitt was strongly supported as a candidate for
the United States Senate in 1895, and favorably
considered for the position of Minister to England after the retirement of Secretary Day in
interim.
1881,

1898.

HOBART, Horace

R., was born in Wisconsin
graduated at Beloit College and, after a
brief experience in newspaper work, enlisted, in
1861, in the First Wisconsin Cavalry and was
assigned to duty as Battalion Quartermaster.
Being wounded at Helena, Ark., he was compelled to resign, but afterwards served as Deputy
Provost Marshal of the Second Wisconsin District.
In 1866 he re-entered newspaper work as
reporter on "The Chicago Tribune," and later
was associated, as city editor, with "The Chicago
Evening Post" and "Evening Mail"; later was
editor of "The Jacksonville Daily Journal" and
"The Chicago Morning Courier, " also being, for
some years from 1869, Western' Manager of the
American Press Association. In 1876, Mr. Hobart
became one of the editors of "The Railway Age"
(Chicago), with which he remained until the
close of the year 1898, when he retired to give his
in 1839

;

attention to real-estate matters.

HOFFMAN,

Francis A., Lieutenant-Governor

was born at Herford, Prussia, in 1822,
and emigrated to America in 1839, reaching Chicago the same year. There he became a boot-black in
a leading hotel, but within a month was teaching
a small German school at Dunkley's Grove (now
Addison), Du Page County, and later officiating
(1861-65),

as a Lutheran minister.

In 1847 he represented

that county in the River and Harbor Convention
In 1852 he removed to Chicago, and,
at Chicago.

the following year, entered the City Council.
Later, he embarked in the real-estate business,
and, in 1854, opened a banking house, but was
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forced to assign in 1861. He early became a
recognized anti-slavery leader and a contributor
to the German press, and, in 1856, was nominated
for Lieutenant-Governor on the first Republican
State ticket with William H. Bissell, but was
found ineligible by reason of his short residence

United States, and withdrew, giving place
John Wood of Quincy. In 1860 he was again
nominated, and having in the meantime become
In 1864 he was a Repubeligible, was elected.
lican candidate for Presidential Elector, and

in the

to

assisted in Mr.

Lincoln's second

election.

He

Land Commissioner for
the Illinois Central Railroad, and acted as Consul
For a
at Chicago for several German States.
number of years past Mr. Hoffman has been
was

at one time Foreign

editor

an agricultural paper

of

Southern

in

Wisconsin.

HOGAN, John, clergyman and
was born

in the city of Mallow,

early politician,

County

of Cork,

brought in childhood to
Baltimore, Md. and having been left an orphan at
eight years of age, learned the trade of a shoemaker. In 1826 he became an itinerant Methodist preacher, and, coming west the same year,
preached at various points in Indiana, Illinois
and Missouri. In 1830 he was- married to Miss
Mary Mitchell West, of Belleville, 111. and soon
after, having retired from the itinerancy, engaged
in mercantile business at Edwardsville and Alton.
In 1836 he was elected Representative in the
Tenth General Assembly from Madison County,
two years later was appointed a Commissioner of
Public Works and, being re-elected in 1840, was
made President of the Board; in 1841 was appointed by President Harrison Register of the
Land Office at Dixon, where he remained until
1845.
During the anti-slavery excitement which
attended the assassination of Elijah P. Lovejoy
in 1837, he was a resident of Alton and was regarded by the friends of Lovejoy as favoring the
pro-slavery faction. After retiring from the
Land Office at Dixon, he removed to St. Louis,
where he engaged in the wholesale grocery business.
In his early political life he was a Whig,
but later co-operated with the Democratic party
in 1857 he was appointed by President Buchanan
Postmaster of the city of St. Louis, serving until
the accession of Lincoln in 1861 in 1864 was
elected as a Democrat to the Thirty-ninth ConIreland, Jan.

2,

1805;

,

,

;

gress, serving

two years. He was also a delegate
Union (Democratic) Convention

to the National

at Philadelphia in 1866.

After

his

retirement

from the Methodist itinerancy he continued to
officiate as a "local" preacher and was esteemed

a speaker of Unusual eloquence and ability.
-

His
death occurred, Feb. 5, 1892. He is author of several volumes, including 'The Resources of Missouri," "Commerce and Manufactures of St.
Louis," and a "History of Methodism."
H0(*E, Joseph P., Congressman, was born in
Ohio early in the century and came to Galena,
111., in 1836, where he attained prominence as a
lawyer. In 1842 he was elected Representative
in Congress, as claimed at the time by the aid of
the Mormon vote at Nauvoo, serving one term.
In 1853 he went to San Francisco, Cal. and became a Judge in that State, dying a few years
since at the age of over 80 years. He is represented to have been a man of much ability and a
graceful and eloquent orator. Mr. Hoge was a
son-in-law of Thomas C. Browne, one of the Justices of the first Supreme Court of Illinois who
held office until 1848.
'

,

HOLLISTER,

(Dr.) John Hamilton, physiwas born at Riga, N. Y., in 1824; was
brought to Romeo, Mich., by his parents in in-

cian,

fancy, but his father having died, at the age of 17
went to Rochester, N. Y., to be educated, finally

graduating in medicine at Berkshire College,
Mass. in 1847, and beginning practice at Otisco,
Mich. Two years later he removed to Grand
Rapids and, in 1855, to Chicago, where he held,
for a time, the position of demonstrator of anatomy in Rush Medical College, and,' in 1856, became one of the founders of the Chicago Medical
College, in which he has held various chairs.
He
also served as Surgeon of Mercy Hospital and
was, for twenty years, Clinical Professor in the
same institution; was President of the State
Medical Society, and, for twenty years, its Treasurer.
Other positions held by him have been
those of Trustee of the American Medical Association and editor of its journal, President of the
Young Men's Christian Association and of the
Chicago Congregational Club. He has also been
prominent in Sunday School and churckVvork in
connection with the Armour Mission, with which
he has been associated for many vears.
HOME FOR JUVENILE OFFENDERS, (FEMALE). The establishment of this institution
was authorized by act of June 22, 1893, which
appropriated $75,000 towards its erection and
maintenance, not more than §15,000 to be expended for a site. (See also State Guardians for
Girls. ) It is designed to receive girls between the
ages of 10 and 16 committed thereto by any court
of record upon conviction of a misdemeanor, the
term of commitment not to be less than one
year, or to exceed minority.
Justices of the
,
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Peace, however, may send girls for a term not
The act of incorporation
less than three months.
provides for a commutation of sentence to be

earned by good conduct and a prolongation of
the sentence by bad behavior. The Trustees are
empowered, in their discretion, either to apprentice the girls or to adopt them out during their
minority. Temporary quarters were furnished
for the Home during the first two years of its
existence in Chicago, but permanent buildings
for the institution have been erected on the
banks of Fox River, near Geneva, in Kane County.
HOMER, a village in Champaign County, on
the Wabash Railway, 20 miles west-southwest
from Danville and about 18 miles east-southeast
from Champaign. It supports a carriage factory
also has two banks, several churches, a seminary,
The
an opera house, and one weekly paper.
region is chiefly agricultural. Population (1880),
924; (1890), 917; (1900), 1,080.

HOMESTEAD LAWS. In general such laws
have been defined to be "legislation enacted to
secure, to some extent, the enjoyment of a home
and shelter for a family or individual by exempting, under certain conditions, the residence occupied by the family or individual, from liability to
be sold for the payment of the debts of its owner,
and by restricting his rights of free alienation."
In Illinois, this exemption extends to the farm
and dwelling thereon of every householder having a family, and occupied as a residence,
whether owned or possessed under a lease, to the
value of §1,000. The exemption continues after
death, for the benefit of decedent's wife or husband occupying the homestead, and also of the
children, if any, until the youngest attain the
age of 21 years. Husband and wife must join in
releasing the exemption, but the property is
always liable for improvements thereon. In 1862
Congress passed an act known as the "Homestead

—

Law"

for the protection of the rights of settlers
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a company of minstrels through the principal
towns of England, Scotland and Ireland, and to
some of the chief cities on the continent returned to America five years later, and subsequently managed houses in San Francisco,
Philadelphia, Brooklyn and New York, finally
locating in Chicago in 1869, where he remained
the rest of his life, his theater becoming one of
the most widely known and popular in the city.
;

—

Died, Sept.

8,

1893.

HOOPESTON,

a prosperous city in Vermilion
County, at the intersection of the Chicago & Eastern Illinois and the Lake Erie & Western Railroads, 99 miles south of Chicago.
It has grain
elevators, a nail factory, brick and tile works,
carriage and

machine

shops,

and two large can-

ning factories, besides two banks and one daily
and three weekly newspapers, several churches,
a high school and a business college. Population
(1890), 1,911; (1900), 3,823; (1904), about 4,500.
HOPKINS, Albert J., Congressman, was born
in De Kalb County, III, August 15, 1846.
After
graduating from Hillsdale College, Mich., in 1870,
he studied law and began practice at Aurora.

He

rapidly attained prominence at the bar, and,
was elected State's Attorney for Kane

in 1872,

County, serving in that capacity for four years.
He is an ardent Republican and high in the
party's councils, having been Chairman of the

Committee from 1878

to 1880, and a
the Blaine & Logan
ticket in 1884.
The same year he was elected to
the Forty-ninth Congress from the Fifth District
(now the Eighth) and has been continuously reelected ever since, receiving a clear majority in
1898 of more than 18,000 votes over two competitors.
At present (1898) he is Chairman of the

State Central

Presidential Elector

on

House Committee on Census and a member
Committees on Ways and Means, and Merchant Marine and Fisheries. In 1886 he was
strongly supported for the Republican nominaSelect
of the

on public lands under certain restrictions as to
active occupancy, under which most of that
class of lands since taken for settlement have

tion for Governor.

been purchased.

spent his youth on a farm, and at eighteen began learning the printer's trade in the office
of "The Woodstock Overseer" on arriving at his
majority became a journeyman printer and, in

HOMEWOOD,

a village of Cook County, on the
Central Railway, 23 miles south of Chicago. Population, (1900), 352.
HOOLEY, Richard M., theatrical manager,
was born in Ireland, April 13, 1822; at the age of
18 entered the theater as a musician and, four
years later, came to America, soon after forming
an association with E. P. Christy, the originator
of negrO minstrelsy entertainments which went
under his name. In 1818 Mr. Hooley conducted
Illinois

HOUGHTON,
and

journalist,

Horace Hocking, pioneer printer

was born

at Springfield, Vt., Oct.

26, 1806,

;

1828, went to New York, spending some time in
the employment of the Harper Brothers. After
a brief season spent in Boston, he took charge of

"The Statesman"

at Castleton, Vt., but, in 1834,

again went to New York, taking witli him a
device for throwing the printed sheet off the
press, which was afterwards adopted on the
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Adams and Hoe printing presses. His next
move was to Marietta, Ohio, in 1834, thence by
way of Cincinnati and Louisville to St. Louis,
for a time in the office of the old "St.
Republican." He soon after went to
Galena and engaged in lead-mining, but later
became associated with Sylvester M. Bartlett in
the management of "The Northwestern Gazette
and Galena Advertiser," finally becoming sole
In 1842 he sold out the paper, but
proprietor.
resumed his connection with it the following
year, remaining until 1863, when he finally sold
out.
He afterwards spent some time on the
Pacific slope, was for a time American Consul to
the Sandwich Islands, but finally returned to
Galena and, during the later years of his life,
was Postmaster there, dying April 30, 1879.
HOVEY, Charles Edward, educator, soldier
and lawyer, was born in Orange County, Vt.,
April 26, 1827 graduated at Dartmouth College in
1852, and became successively Principal of high
schools at Farmington, Mass., and Peoria, 111.
Later, he assisted in organizing the Illinois State
Normal School at Normal, of which he was
President from 1857 to 1861 being also President
of the State Teachers' Association (1856), member of the State Board of Education, and, for some
years, editor of "The Illinois Teacher." In August, 1861, he assisted in organizing, and was commissioned Colonel of, the Thirty-third Illinois
Volunteers, known as the "Normal" or "SchoolMasters' Regiment," from the fact that it was

working
Louis

;

—

composed largely of teachers and young men
from the State colleges. In 1862 he was promoted
to the rank of Brigadier-General and, a few
months later, to brevet Major-General for gallant
and meritorious conduct. Leaving the military
service in May, 1863, he engaged in the practice
Died, in Washingof law in Washington, D. C.
ton, Nov. 17, 1897.

HOWLAND, George, educator and author, was
born (of Pilgrim ancestry) at Conway, Mass.,
July 30, 1824. After graduating from Amherst
College in 1850, he devoted two years to teaching
in the public schools, and three years to a tutorship in his Alma Mater, giving instruction in
Latin, Greek and French.
He began the study
of law, but, after a year's reading, he abandoned
it, removing to Chicago, where he became Assistant Principal of the city's one high school, in
1858.

1880,

He became
was

its

Principal in 1860, and, in

elected Superintendent of Chicago City

This position he filled until August,
He also served as Trus1891, when he resigned.
tee of Amherst College for several years, and as a

Schools.

member

of the Illinois State Board of Education,
being President of that body in 1883. As an
author he was of some note; his work being
chiefly on educational lines.
He published a
translation of the iEneid adapted to the use of
schools, besides translations of some of Horace's
Odes and portions of the Iliad and Odyssey. He
was also the author of an English grammar.
Died, in Chicago, Oct. 21, 1892.
HOTNE, Philip A., lawyer and United States
Commissioner, was born in New York City, Nov.
1824; came to Chicago in 1841, and, after
spending eleven years alternately in Galena and
Chicago, finally located permanently in Chicago,
in 1852; in 1853 was elected Clerk of the Recorder's Court of Chicago, retaining the position five
years; was admitted to the bar in March, 1856,
and appointed United States Commissioner the
same year, remaining in office until his death,
Nov. 3, 1894. Mr. Hoyne was an officer of the
Chicago Pioneers and one of the founders of the
20,

Union League Club.

HUBBARD, Griirdon Saltonstall, pioneer and
Indian trader, was born at Windsor, Vt., August
His early youth was passed in Canada,
22, 1802.
chiefly in the employ of the American Fur Company. In 1818 he first visited Fort Dearborn, and
for nine years traveled back and forth in the
interest of his employers.
In 1827, having embarked in business on his own account, he established several trading posts in Illinois, becoming
a resident of Chicago in 1832. From this time
forward he became identified with the history
and development of the State. He served with
distinction during the Black Hawk and Winnebago Wars, was enterprising and public-spirited,
and did much to promote the early development
of Chicago. He was elected to the Legislature
from Vermilion County in 1832, and, in 1835,
was appointed by Governor Duncan one of the
Commissioners of the Illinois & Michigan Canal.
Died, at Chicago, Sept. 14, 1886. From the time
he became a citizen of Chicago, for fifty years,
no

man was more

active

or

public-spirited

in promoting its commercial development

and

general prosperity.
He was identified with
almost every branch of business upon which its
growth as a commercial city depended, from that
of an early Indian trader to that of a real-estate
operator, being manager of one of the largest packing houses of his time, as well as promoter of
early railroad enterprises.
zealous Republican,
he was one of the most earnest supporters of
Abraham Lincoln in the campaign of 1860, was
prominently identified with every local measure

A
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for the maintenance of the Union cause, and, for
a year, held a commission as Captain in the
Eighty-eighth Regiment Illinois Volunteers,
known as the "Second Board of Trade Regiment.

HUGHITT,

Marvin, Railway President, was
began his railroad experience on the Chicago & Alton Railway
as Superintendent of Telegraph and Train-deIn 1862 he entered the service of the
spatcher.
born, August, 1837, and, in 185G,

Illinois

Central

Company

in a similar capacity,

occupying the positions of Assistant
Superintendent and General Superintendent, remaining in the latter from 1865 to 1870, when he
resigned to become Assistant General Manager
still

later

of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul. In 1872
he became associated with the Chicago & Northwestern Railroad, in connection with wdiich he
has held the positions of Superintendent, General
Manager, Second Vice-President and President
the last of which (1899) he still occupies.
HULETT, Alta M., lawyer, was born near
Rockford, 111., June 4, 1854; early learned telegraphy and became a successful operator, but subsequently engaged in teaching and the study of
law. In 1872, having passed the required examination, she applied for admission to the bar, but
was rejected on account of sex. She then, in
conjunction with Mrs. Bradwell and others,
interested herself in securing the passage of an
act by the Legislature giving women the right
that had been denied her, which having been
accomplished, she went to Chicago, was admitted
Died, in Calito the bar and began practice.
fornia,

March

27, 1877.

HUNT, Daniel
Wyoming County,
De Kalb County,
engaged in
ness.

was born
came

19, 1835,

in

to

and has since been
mercantile and farming busiin 1857,

elected as a Republican Represent-

General Assembly in
and re-elected in 1888. Two years later he

ative in the
1886,

N. Y., Sept.

111.,

hotel,

He was

D., legislator,

Thirty-fifth

was elected to the State Senate, re-elected in
1894, and again in 1898 — giving him a continuous
service in one or the other branch of the General
years.

During the session

Hunt was

especially active in

Assembly of sixteen
of 1895, Senator

the legislation which resulted in the location of
the Northern Illinois Normal Institute at De
Kalb.
HUNT, George, lawyer and ex-Attorney -General, was born in Knox County, Ohio, in 1841
having lost both parents in childhood, came,
with an uncle, to Edgar County, 111., in 1855. In
July, 1861, at the age of 20, he enlisted in the
Twelfth Illinois Infantry, re-enlisting as a veteran
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in 1864, and rising from the ranks to a captaincy.
After the close of the war, he studied law, was
admitted to the bar, and, locating at Paris, Edgar
County, soon acquired a large practice. He was
elected State Senator on the Republican ticket in
1874, and re-elected in 1878 and '82.
In 1884 he
received his first nomination for Attorney -General, was renominated in 1888, and elected both
times, serving eight years.
Among the important questions with which General Hunt had
to deal during his two terms were the celebrated
"anarchist cases" of 1887 and of 1890-92. In the
former the condemned Chicago anarchists applied
through their counsel to the Supreme Court of
the United States, for a writ of error to the Supreme Court of Illinois to compel the latter to
grant them a new trial, which was refused. The
case, on the part of the State, was conducted by
General Hunt, while Gen. B. F. Butler of Massa-

John Randolph Tucker of Virginia,
Roger A. Pryor of New York, and Messrs. W. P.
Black and Solomon of Chicago appeared for the
plaintiffs.
Again, in 1890, Fielden and Schwab,
who had been condemned to life imprisonment,
attempted to secure their release the former by
an application similar to that of 1887, and the
latter by appeal from a decision of Judge Gresham
of the United States Circuit Court refusing a
writ of habeas corpus. The final hearing of
these cases was had before the Supreme Court of
the United States in January, 1892, General
chusetts,

—

Butler again appearing as leading counsel for the
but with the same result as in 1887.
General Hunt's management of these cases won
for him much deserved commendation both at
home and abroad.
HUNTER, Andrew J., was born in Greencastle,
Ind., Dec. 17, 1831, and removed in infancy by
plaintiffs

—

Edgar County,
was received
Edgar Academy.

his parents, to

this

early education

in

schools and at

State.

the

His

common

He commenced

his business life as a civil engineer, but, after

three years spent in that profession, began the
study of law and was admitted to the bar. He
has since been actively engaged in practice at
Paris, Edgar County.
From 1864 to 1868 he represented that county in the State Senate, and, in
1870, led the Democratic forlorn hope in the Fifteenth Congressional District against General
Jesse H. Moore, and rendered a like service to his
party in 1882, when Joseph G. Cannon was his
Republican antagonist. In 1886 he was elected
Judge of the Edgar County Court, and, in 1890,
was re-elected, but resigned this office in 1892,
having been elected Congressman for the State-
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He was a candidate for Congress from the Nineteenth District
again in 1896, and was again elected, receiving a
at-large on the Democratic ticket.

majority of 1,200 over Hon. Benson Wood, his
Republican opponent and immediate predecessor.
HUNTER, (Gen.) David, soldier, was born in
Washington, D. O, July 21, 1802; graduated at
the United States Military Academy in 1822,
and assigned to the Fifth Infantry with the rank
of Second Lieutenant, becoming First Lieutenant
in 1828 and Captain of Dragoons in 1833. During
this period he twice crossed the plains to the
Rocky Mountains, but, in 1836, resigned his commission and engaged in business in Chicago,
Re-entering the service as Paymaster in 1842, he
was Chief Paymaster of General Wool's command
in the Mexican War, and was afterwards stationed
at New Orleans, Washington, Detroit, St. Louis
and on the frontier. He was a personal friend of
President Lincoln, whom he accompanied when
the latter set out for Washington in February,
1861, but was disabled at Buffalo, having his
collar-bone dislocated by the crowd. He was
appointed Colonel of the Sixth United States
Cavalry, May 14, 1861, three days later commissioned Brigadier-General and, in August, made
Major-General. In the Manassas campaign he
commanded the main column of McDowell's

army and was

severely wounded at Bull Run;
served under Fremont in Missouri and succeeded

him

command

November, 1861, remaining
until March, 1862.
Being transferred to the
Department of the South in May following, he
issued an order declaring the persons held as
slaves in Georgia, Florida and South Carolina
free, which order was revoked by President Linin

in

coln ten days later. On account of the steps
taken by him for the organization of colored
troops, Jefferson Davis issued an order declaring
him, in case of capture, subject to execution as
a felon. In May, 1864, he was placed in command of the Department of the West, and, in
1865, served on various courts-martial, being
President of the commission that tried Mr. Lincoln's assassins; was brevetted Major-General in
March, 1865, retired from active service July,
1866, and died in Washington, Feb. 2, 1886.
General Hunter married a daughter of John Kinzie,
the first permanent citizen of Chicago.
HURD, Harvey B., lawyer, was born in Fairfield County, Conn., Feb. 24, 1827.
At the age of
15 he walked to Bridgeport, where he began life
as office-boy in "The Bridgeport Standard," a
journal of pronounced Whig proclivities. In
1844 he came to Illinois, entering Jubilee College,

came to Chicago in
There he found temporary employment
as a compositor, later commencing the study of
law, and being admitted to the bar in 1848. A
portion of the present city of Evanston is built
upon a 248-acre tract owned and subdivided by Mr.
but, after a brief attendance,
1846.

Hurd and

his

partner.

Always

in

sympathy

with the old school and most radical type of
Abolitionists, he took a deep interest in the Kansas-Missouri troubles of 1856, and became a member of the "National Kansas Committee"
appointed by the Buffalo (N. Y.) Convention, of
which body he was a member. He was chosen
Secretary of the executive committee, and it is
not too much to say that, largely through his
earnest and poorly requited labors, Kansas was
finally admitted into the Union as a free State.
It was mainly through his efforts that seed for
planting was gratuitously distributed among the
free-soil settlers.
In 1869 he was appointed a
member of the Commission to revise the statutes
of Illinois, a large part of the work devolving

upon him

in consequence of the

withdrawal of

was completed in
1874, in conjunction with a Joint Committee of
Revision of both Houses appointed by the Legislature of 1873. While no statutory revision has
been ordered by subsequent Legislatures, Mr.
Hurd has carried on the same character of work
his colleagues.

The

revision

on independent lines, issuing new editions of the
statutes from time to time, which are regarded as
standard works by the bar. In 1875 he was
nominated by the Republican party for a seat on
the Supreme bench, but was defeated by the late
Judge T. Lyle Dickey. For several years he
filled

a chair in the faculty of the Union College
His home is in Evanston.

of Law.

HXJRLBUT, Stephen A., soldier, Congressman
and Foreign Minister, was born at Charleston,
S. C. Nov. 29, 1815, received a thorough liberal
education, and was admitted to the bar in 1837.
Soon afterwards he removed to Illinois, making
,

home at Belvidere. He was a member of the
Constitutional Convention of 1847, in 1848 was an
his

unsuccessful candidate for Presidential Elector
on the Whig ticket, but, on the organization of
the Republican party in 1856, promptly identified
himself with that party and was elected to the
lower branch of the General Assembly as a

Republican in 1858 and again in 1860. During
the War of the Rebellion he served with distinction from May, 1861, to July, 1865. He entered
the service as Brigadier-General, commanding
the Fourth Division of Grant's army at Pittsburg
Landing; was made a Major-General in Septem-
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ber, 1862,

and

command

later assigned to the

of

the Sixteenth Army Corps, at Memphis, and subsequently to the command of the Department of
the Gulf (1864-65). After the close of the war he
served another term in the General Assembly
(1867), was chosen Presidential Elector for the
State-at-large in 1868, and, in 1869, was appointed
by President Grant Minister Resident to the
United States of Colombia, serving until 1872.
The latter year he was elected Representative to
Congress, and re-elected two years later. In
1876 he was a candidate for re-election as an
independent Republican, but w-as defeated by
William Lathrop, the regular nominee. In 1881
he was appointed Minister Resident to Peru, and
died at Lima, March 27, 1882.
HUTCHINS, Thomas, was born in Monmouth,
N. J., in 1730, died in Pittsburg, Pa., April 28,
1789. He was the first Government Surveyor, frequently called the "Geographer"; was also an
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Royal (British) regiment,
under Bouquet. At the
outbreak of the Revolution, while stationed at
Fort Chartres, he resigned his commission because of his sympathy wT ith the patriots. Three
years later he was charged with being in treasonable correspondence with Franklin, and imprisoned in the Tower of London. He is said to
have devised the present system of Government
surveys in this country, and his services in carrying it into effect were certainly of great value.
He was the author of several valuable works, the
best known being a "Topographical Description
officer of the Sixtieth

and

assistant engineer

of Virginia."

HUTSONVILLE, a village of Crawford County,
on the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St.
Louis Railway, and the Wabash River, 34 miles
south of Paris. The district is agricultural. The
town has a bank and a weekly paper. Population
(1890), 582; (1900), 743.

ILLINOIS.
(general history.)
Illinois is the twenty -first State of the Federal
in the order of its admission, the twentieth
in present area and the third in point of popula-

Union
tion.

A concise history of the

region, of

which

it

constituted the central portion at an early period,
will be found in the following pages

The greater part of the territory now comprised
within the State of Illinois was known and attracted eager attention from the nations of the
old world especially in France, Germany and
England before the close of the third quarter of
More than one hunthe seventeenth century.
dred years before the struggle for American Independence began, or the geographical division
known as the "Territory of the Northwest" had
an existence; before the names of Kentucky,
Tennessee, Vermont or Ohio had been heard of,
and while the early settlers of New England and
Virginia were still struggling for a foothold
among the Indian tribes on the Atlantic coast,
the "Illinois Country" occupied a place on the

—
—

maps
as

of North

New York

America

as distinct

or Pennsylvania.

time forward, until

it

Union with the rank

assumed

and

definite

And from
its

that

position in the

of a State, no other section

has been the theater of more momentous and
stirring events or has contributed more material,
affording interest and instruction to the archaeologist, the ethnologist and the historian, than

that portion

known
The

of

the American Continent

now

as the "State of Illinois."

"Illinois

Country."— What was known

French explorers and their followers
and descendants, for the ninety years which
intervened between the discoveries of Joliet and
to the early

Salle, down to the surrender of this region to
the English, as the "Illinois Country," is described with great clearness and definiteness by
Capt. Philip Pittman, an English engineer who
made the first survey of the Mississippi River
soon after the transfer of the French possessions
east of the Mississippi to the British, and who
published the result of his observations in London
in 1770. In this report, which is evidently a
work of the highest authenticity, and is the more
valuable because written at a transition period
when it was of the first importance to preserve
and hand down the facts of early French history
to the new occupants of the soil, the boundaries
of the "Illinois Country" are defined as follows:

La

"The Country of the Illinois is bounded by the
on the west, by the river Illinois on
the north, by the Ouabache and Miamis on the
east and the Ohio on the south."
From this it would appear that the country lying
between the Illinois and the Mississippi Rivers to
the west and northwest of the former, was not
considered a part of the "Illinois Country," and
Mississippi

HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.
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generally with the records of the
early French explorers, except that they regarded
the region which comprehends the site of the
this agrees

—

present city of Chicago the importance of which
appears to have been appreciated from the first
as a connecting link between the Lakes and the
upper tributaries of the rivers falling into the
Gulf of Mexico as belonging thereto
Origin of the Name. The "Country" appears
to have derived its name from Inini, a word of
Algonquin origin, signifying "the men," euphemized by the French into Illini with the
The root of the
suffix ois, signifying "tribe."
term, applied both to the country and the Indians
occupying it, has been still further defined as "a
perfect man" (Haines on "Indian Names"), and
the derivative has been used by the French

—

—

chroniclers in various forms though always with
the same signification a signification of which
the earliest claimants of the appellation, as well
as their successors of a different race, have not

—

failed to be duly proud.

—

Boundaries and Area. It is this region
which gave the name to the State of which it
constituted so large and important a part. Its
boundaries, so far as the Wabash and the Ohio
Rivers (as well as the Mississippi from the mouth
of the Ohio to the mouth of the Illinois) are concerned, are identical with those given to the

Country" by Pittman. The State is
bounded on the north by Wisconsin on the east
by Lake Michigan, the State of Indiana and the
Wabash River; southeast by the Ohio, flowing
between it and the State of Kentucky and west
and southwest by the Mississippi, which separates it from the States of Iowa and Missouri. A
peculiarity of the Act of Congress defining the
"Illinois

;

;

boundaries of the State, is the fact that, while
the jurisdiction of Illinois extends to the middle
of Lake Michigan and also of the channels of the
Wabash and the Mississippi, it stops at the north
bank of the Ohio River this seems to have been
a sort of concession on the part of the framers of
the Act to our proud neighbors of the "Dark and
Bloody Ground." Geographically, the State lies
between the parallels of 36° 59' and 42° 30' north
latitude, and the meridian of 10° 30' and 14° of
longitude west from the city of Washington.
From its extreme southern limit at the mouth of
the Ohio to the Wisconsin boundary on the north,
its estimated length is 385 miles, with an extreme
breadth, from the Indiana State line to the Mississippi River at a point between Quincy and
Warsaw, of 218 miles. Owing to the tortuous
course of its river and lake boundaries, which
;

comprise about three-fourths of the whole, its
is extremely irregular.
Between
the limits described, it has an estimated area of
56,650 square miles, of which 650 square miles is
water the latter being chiefly in Lake Michigan.
This area is more than one and one-half times
that of all New England (Maine being excepted),
and is greater than that of any other State east
of the Mississippi, except Michigan, Georgia and
Florida Wisconsin lacking only a few hundred
square miles of the same.
When these figures are taken into account
some idea may be formed of the magnificence of
the domain comprised within the limits of the
State of Illinois a domain larger in extent than
that of England, more than one-fourth of that of
all France and nearly half that of the British
Islands, including Scotland and Ireland." The
possibilities of such a country, possessing a soil
unequaled in fertility, in proportion to its area,
by any other State of the Union and with resources in agriculture, manufactures and commerce unsurpassed in any country on the face of
the globe, transcend all human conception.
Streams and Navigation. Lying between
physical outline

—

—

—

—

the Mississippi and its chief eastern tributary, the
Ohio, with the Wabash on the east, and intersected from northeast to southwest by the Illinois

and

its

numerous

affluents,

and with no moun-

tainous region within its limits, Illinois is at once
one of the best watered, as well as one of the most
level States in the Union.

Besides the Sanga-

mon, Kankakee, Fox and Des Plaines Rivers,
chief tributaries of the Illinois, and the Kaskaskia
draining the region between the Illinois and the
Wabash, Rock River, in the northwestern portion
of the State, is most important on account of its
valuable water-power. All of these streams were
regarded as navigable for some sort of craft, during at least a portion of the year, in the early
history of the country, and with the magnificent
Mississippi along the whole western border, gave
to Illinois a larger extent of navigable waters
than that of any other single State. Although
practical navigation, apart from the lake and by
natural water courses, is now limited to the Mississippi, Illinois and Ohio
making an aggregate
of about 1,000 miles the importance of the
smaller streams, when the people were dependent
almost wholly upon some means- of water communication for the transportation of heavy commodities as well as for travel, could not be
over-estimated, and it is not without its effect
upon the productiveness of the soil, now that
water transportation has given place to railroads.

—

—
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The whole number of streams shown upon the
best maps exceeds 280.
Topography. In physical conformation the
surface of the State presents the aspect of an
inclined plane with a moderate descent in the
general direction of the streams toward the south
and southwest. Cairo, at the extreme southern
end of the State and the point of lowest depression, has an elevation above sea-level of about
300 feet, while the altitude of Lake Michigan at
Chicago is 583 feet. The greatest elevation is

—

reached near Scale's

Mound

in the northwestern

— 1,257 feet —while a

spur from
the Ozark Mountains of Missouri, projected across
the southern part of the State, rises in Jackson
and Union Counties to a height of over 900 feet.
The eastern end of this spur, in the northeast
corner of Pope County, reaches an elevation of
South of this ridge, the surface of
1,046 feet.
part of the State

the country between the Ohio and Mississippi
Eivers was originally covered with dense forests.
These included some of the most valuable species
of timber for lumber manufacture, such as the
different varieties of oak,

sugar-maple and

walnut, poplar, ash,

elm, linden,
hickory, honey-locust, pecan, hack- berry, cottonwood, sycamore, sassafras, black-gum and beech.
cypress, besides

fruits included the persimmon, wild
plum, grape and paw-paw, with various kinds of
berries, such as blackberries, raspberries, straw-

The native

berries (in the prairie districts)

and some

others.

Most of the native growths of woods common to
the south were found along the streams farther
north, except the cypress beech, pecan and a few
others.

Prairies.

— A peculiar

in the middle

feature of the country,

and northern portion of the

State,

which excited the amazement of early explorers,
was the vast extent of the prairies or natural
meadows. The origin of these has been attributed to various causes, such as some peculiarity of
absence or excess of moisture, recent
upheaval of the surface from lakes or some other
bodies of water, the action of fires, etc. In many
sections there appears little to distinguish the
soil of the prairies from that of the adjacent
woodlands, that may not be accounted for by the
character of their vegetation and other causes,
for the luxuriant growth of native grasses and
other productions has demonstrated that they do
not lack in fertility, and the readiness with
which trees take root when artificially propagated and protected, has shown that there is
nothing in the soil itself unfavorable to their
growth. Whatever may have been the original
the

soil,
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cause of the prairies, however, there is no doubt
that annually recurring fires have had much to
do in perpetuating their existence, and even

extending their limits, as the absence of the same
agent has tended to favor the encroachments of
the forests. While originally regarded as an
obstacle to the occupation of the country by a
dense population, there is no doubt that their
existence has contributed to its rapid development when it was discovered with what ease
these apparent wastes could be subdued, and how
productive they were capable of becoming when
once brought under cultivation.
In spite of the uniformity in altitude of the
State as a whole, many sections present a variety
of surface and a mingling of plain and woodland
of the most pleasing character.
This is especase in some of the prairie districts
where the undulating landscape covered with
rich herbage and brilliant flowers must have
cially the

presented to the first explorers a scene of ravishing beauty, which has been enhanced rather than
diminished in recent times by the hand of culti-

Along some of the streams also, espeon the upper Mississippi and Illinois, and
at some points on the Ohio, is found scenery of
a most picturesque variety.
Animals, etc. From this description of the
country it will be easy to infer what must have
been the varieties of the animal kingdom which
here found a home. These included the buffalo,
vation.
cially

—

various kinds of deer, the bear, panther, fox,
wolf, and wild-cat, while swans, geese and ducks
covered the lakes and streams. It was a veritable
paradise for game, both large and small, as well

"One can scarcely
travel," wrote one of the earliest priestly explorers, "without finding a prodigious multitude of
as for their native hunters.

turkeys, that keep together in flocks often to the
number of ten hundred." Beaver, otter, and

mink were found along the

Most of
game, have
disappeared before the tide of civilization, but the
smaller, such as quail, prairie chicken, duck and
streams.

these, especially the larger species of

the different varieties of fish in the streams, protected by law during certain seasons of the year,
continue to exist in considerable numbers.

Soil and Climate.—The capabilities of the
a region thus situated can be readily understood.
In proportion to the extent of its surface,
Illinois has a larger area of cultivable land than
any other State in the Union, with a soil of superior quality, much of it unsurpassed in natural
fertility. This is especially true of the "American
Bottom, a region extending a distance of ninety
soil in

'

'
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miles along the east bank of the Mississippi, from
a few miles below Alton nearly to Chester, and
This
of an average width of five to eight miles.

was the seat of the first permanent white settlement in the Mississippi Valley, and portions of it
have been under cultivation from one hundred to
one hundred and fifty years without exhaustion.
Other smaller areas of scarcely less fertility are
found both upon the bottom-lands and in the
prairies in the central portions of the State.

Extending through

five

and one-half degrees of

latitude, Illinois has a great variety of climate.

Though subject

at times to sudden alternations

of temperature, these occasions

have been rare

since the country has been thoroughly settled.
Its

mean average

for a series of years has been 48°

in the northern part of the State

and

56° in the

southern, differing little from other States upon
the same latitude. The mean winter temperature has ranged from 25° in the north to 34° in

the south, and the summer mean from 67° in the
north to 78° in the south. The extreme winter
temperature has seldom fallen below 20° below
zero in the northern portion, while the highest
summer temperature ranges from 95° to 102°.
The average difference in temperature between
the northern and southern portions of the State
is about 10°, and the difference in the progress of
the seasons for the same sections, from four to six
weeks. Such a wide variety of climate is favorable to the production of nearly all the grains
and fruits peculiar to the temperate zone.

—

Contest for Occupation.
Three powers
became contestants for the supremacy on
the North American Continent. The first of
these was Spain, claiming possession on the
ground of the discovery by Columbus England,
basing her claim upon the discoveries of the
Cabots, and France, maintaining her right to a
considerable part of the continent by virtue of
the discovery and exploration by Jacques Cartier
of the Gulf and River St. Lawrence, in 1534-35,
and the settlement of Quebec by Champlain
seventy -four years later. The claim of Spain
was general, extending to both North and South
America; and, while she early established her
colonies in Mexico, the West Indies and Peru,
the country was too vast and her agents too busy
seeking for gold to' interfere materially with her
competitors. The Dutch, Swedes and Germans
established small, though flourishing colonies, but
they were not colonizers nor were they numerically as strong as their neighbors, and their settlements were ultimately absorbed by the latter.
Both the Spaniards and the French were zealous
early

;

proselyting the aborigines, but while the
former did not hesitate to torture their victims
in order to extort their gold while claiming to
save their souls, the latter were more gentle and
beneficent in their policy, and, by their kindness,
succeeded in winning and retaining the friendship of the Indians in a remarkable degree. They
in

were traders as well as missionaries, and this fact
and the readiness with which they adapted themselves to the habits of ihose whom they found in
possession of the

soil,

enabled them to

make

the

most extensive explorations in small numbers
and at little cost, and even to remain for un-

among their aboriginal friends.
the other hand, the English were artisans and
tillers of the soil with a due proportion engaged
in commerce or upon the sea; and, while they
were later in planting their colonies in Virginia
and New England, and less aggressive in the
work of exploration, they maintained a surer
foothold on the soil when they had once estabTo this fact is due the perlished themselves.
manence and steady growth of the English
colonies in the New World, and the virtual dominance of the Anglo-Saxon race over more than
five-sevenths of the North American Continent
a result which has been illustrated in the history
of every people that has made agriculture, manufactures and legitimate commerce the basis of
limited periods

On

their prosperity.

Early Explorations. —The French explorers
were the first Europeans to visit the ''Country of
the Illinois," and, for nearly a century, they and
their successors and descendants held undisputed
possession of the country, as well as the greater

part of the Mississippi Valley. It is true that
Spain put in a feeble and indefinite claim to this

whole region, but she was kept too busy elsewhere to make her claim good, and, in 1763, she
it entirely
as to the Mississippi
Valley and west to the Pacific Ocean, in order to
strengthen herself elsewhere.
There is a peculiar coincidence in the fact that,
while the English colonists who settled about
Massachusetts Bay named that region "New
England," the French gave to their possessions,
from the St. Lawrence to the mouth of the Mississippi, the name of "New France," and the
Spaniards called all the region claimed by them,
extending from Panama to Puget Sound, "New
Spain.
The boundaries of each were very indefinite and often conflicting, but were settled by the

relinquished

'

'

treaty of 1763.
early as 1634, Jean Nicolet, coming by way
Canada, discovered Lake Michigan
then

As
of

-

—
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—

by the French, "Lac des Illinois" entered
Green Bay and visited some of the tribes of
called

Indians in that region. In 1641 zealous missionhad reached the Falls of St. Mary (called by
the French "Sault Ste. Marie"), and, in 1658, two
aries

French fur-traders are alleged to have penetrated
as far west as "La Pointe" on Lake Superior,
where they opened up a trade with the Sioux
Indians and wintered in the neighborhood of the
Apostle Islands near where the towns of Ashland
and Bayfield, Wis. now stand. A few years later
(1665), Fathers Allouez and Dablon, French missionaries, visited the Chippewas on the southern
shore of Lake Superior, and missions were established at Green Bay, Ste. Marie and La Pointe.
About the same time the mission of St. Ignace
was established on the north shore of the Straits
of Mackinaw (spelled by the French "Michillimacinac"). It is also claimed that the French
traveler, Radisson, during the year of 1658-59,
reached the upper Mississippi, antedating the
claims of Joliet and Marquette as its discoverers
by fourteen years. Nicholas Perrot, an intelligent chronicler who left a manuscript account of
his travels, is said to have made extensive explorations about the head of the great lakes as far
south as the Fox River of Wisconsin, between
1670 and 1690, and to have held an important
conference with representatives of numerous
tribes of Indians at Sault Ste. Marie in June,
1671.
Perrot is also said to have made the first
discovery of lead mines in the West.
Up to this time, however, no white man appears
to have reached the "Illinois Country," though
much had been heard of its beauty and its wealth
in game.
On May 17, 1673, Louis Joliet, an enterprising explorer who had already visited the Lake
Superior region in search of copper mines, under
a commission from the Governor of Canada, in
company with Father Jacques Marquette and
five voyageurs, with a meager stock of provisions
and a few trinkets for trading with the natives,
set out in two birch-bark canoes from St. Ignace
on a tour of exploration southward. Coasting
along the west shore of Lake Michigan and Green
Bay and through Lake Winnebago, they reached
the country of the Mascoutins on Fox River,
ascended that stream to the portage to the Wisconsin, then descended the latter to the Mississippi, which
they discovered on June 17.
Descending the Mississippi, which they named
"Rio de la Conception," they passed the mouth of
the Des Moines, where they are supposed to have
,

encountered
tribes,

by

the

whom

Indians of the Illinois
they were hospitably enter-

first
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Later they discovered a rude painting

tained.

upon the rocks on the east side of the river,
which, from the description, is supposed to have
been the famous "PiasaBird," which was still to
be seen, a short distance above Alton, within the
Bird,
The
present generation.
(See Piasa
Legend of.) Passing the mouth of the Missouri
River and the present site of the city of St.
Louis, and continuing past the mouth of the
Ohio, they finally reached what Marquette called
the village of the Akanseas, which has been
assumed to be identical with the mouth of the
Arkansas, though it has been questioned whether
they proceeded so far south. Convinced that the
Mississippi "had its mouth in Florida or the Gulf
of Mexico," and fearing capture by the Spaniards,
they started on their return. Reaching the

mouth

of the Illinois, they entered that stream

and ascended past the village of the Peorias and
the "Illinois town of the Kaskaskias"
the
latter being about where the town of Utica, La
Salle County, now stands at each of which they
made a brief stay. Escorted by guides from the
Kaskaskias, they crossed the portage to Lake
Michigan where Chicago now stands, and returned to Green Bay, which they reached in the
latter part of September.
(See Joliet and Mar-

—

—

quette.

)

The next and most important expedition

to

Illi-

— important

because it led to the first permanent settlements was undertaken by Robert
Cavelier, Sieur de La Salle, in 1679.
This eager
and intelligent, but finally unfortunate, discoverer had spent several years in exploration in
the lake region and among the streams south of
the lakes and west of the Alleghenies. It has
been claimed that, during this tour, he descended
the Ohio to its junction with the Mississippi;
also that he reached the Illinois by way of the
head of Lake Michigan and the Chicago portage,
and even descended the Mississippi to the 36th
parallel, antedating Marquette's
first visit to
that stream by two years. The chief authority
for this claim is La Salle's biographer, Pierre
Margry, who bases his statement on alleged connois

—

La Salle and letters of his friends.
The absence of any allusion to these discoveries
in La Salle's own papers, of a later date, addressed

versations with

to the King, is regarded as fatal to this claim.
However this may have been, there is conclusive

evidence that, during this period, he met with
Joliet while the latter was returning from one of
his trips to the Lake Superior country.
With an
imagination fired by what he then learned, he
made a visit to his native country, receiving a

246

'Ill

HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.

liberal grant from the French Government which
enabled him to carry out his plans. With the
aid of Henry de Tonty, an Italian who afterward
accompanied him in his most important expeditions, and who proved a most valuable and efficient co-laborer, under the auspices of Frontenac,
then Governor of Canada, he constructed a small
vessel at the foot of Lake Erie, in which, with a
company of thirty-four persons, he set sail on
the seventh of August, 1679, for the West. This
vessel (named the "Griffon") is believed to have
been the first sailing-vessel that ever navigated
the lakes. His object was to reach the Illinois,
and he carried with him material for a boat
which he intended to put together on that
stream. Arriving in Green Bay early in September, by way of Lake Huron and the straits of
Mackinaw, he disembarked his stores, and, loading the Griffon with furs, started it on its return
with instructions, after discharging its cargo at
the starting point, to join him at the head of
Lake Michigan. With a force of seventeen men
and three missionaries in four canoes, he started
southward, following the western shore of Lake
Michigan past the mouth of the Chicago River,
on Nov. 1, 1679, and reached the mouth of
the St. Joseph River, at the southeast corner of
the lake, which had been selected as a rendezvous. Here he was joined by Tonty, three weeks
later, with a force of twenty Frenchmen who
had come by the eastern shore, but the Griffon
never was heard from again, and is supposed to
have been lost on the return voyage. While
waiting for Tonty he erected a fort, afterward
called Fort Miami.
The two parties here united,
and, leaving four men in charge of the fort, with
the remaining thirty-three, he resumed his
journey on the third of December. Ascending
the St. Joseph to about where South Bend, Ind.,
now stands, he made a portage with his canoes
and stores across to the headwaters of the Kankakee, which he descended to the Illinois. On
the first of January he arrived at the great Indian
town of the Kaskaskias, which Marquette had
left for the last time nearly five years before, but
found it deserted, the Indians being absent on a
hunting expedition. Proceeding down the Illinois, on Jan. 4, 1680, he passed through Peoria
Lake and the next morning reached the Indian
village of that name at the foot of the lake, and

established friendly relations with

Having determined

its

people.

up his vessel here, he
on the eastern bank of

to set

constructed a rude fort
the river about four miles south of the village.
With the exception of the cabin built for Mar-

quette on the South Branch of the Chicago River
in the winter of 1674-75, this was probably the
first structure erected by white men in Illinois.
This received the name "Creve-Cceur "Broken
Heart" which, from its subsequent history,
proved exceedingly appropriate. Having dispatched Father Louis Hennepin with two companions to the Upper Mississippi, by way of the
mouth of the Illinois, on ah expedition which
resulted in the discovery of the Falls of St.
Anthony, La Salle started on his return to
Canada for additional assistance and the stores
which he had failed to receive in consequence of
the loss of the Griffon.
Soon after his departure, a majority of the men left with Tonty at
Fort Creve-Coeur mutinied, and, having plundered
the fort, partially destroyed it. This compelled

—

—

Tonty and

five

companions who had remained

true, to retreat to the

Indian village of the

Illi-

nois near "Starved Rock," between
cities of

Ottawa and La

Salle

where the
now stand, where

he spent the summer awaiting the return of La
Salle.
In September, Tonty 's Indian allies having been attacked and defeated by the Iroquois,
he and his companions were again compelled to
flee, reaching Green Bay the next spring, after
having spent the winter among the Pottawatomies in the present State of Wisconsin.
During the next three years (1681-83) La Salle
made two other visits to Illinois, encountering
and partially overcoming formidable obstacles at
each end of the journey. At the last visit, in
company with the faithful Tonty, whom he had
met at Mackinaw in the spring of 1681, after a
separation of more than a year, he extended his
exploration to the mouth of the Mississippi, of
which he took formal possession on April 9, 1682,
in the name of "Louis the Grand, King of France
and Navarre." This was the first expedition of
white men to pass down the river and determine
the problem of its discharge into the Gulf of
Mexico.
Returning to Mackinaw, and again to Illinois,
in the fall of 1682, Tonty set about carrying into
effect La Salle's scheme of fortifying "The Rock,
to which reference has been made under the
name of "Starved Rock." The buildings are said
to have included store-houses (it was intended as
a trading post), dwellings and a block-house
erected on the summit of the rock, and to which
the name of "Fort St. Louis" was given, while a
village of confederated Indian tribes gathered
about its base on the south which bore the name
of La Vantum. According to the historian,
Parkman, the population of this colony, in the
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greatest prosperity,

days of

its

20,000.

Tonty retained

was not

less

than

his headquarters at Fort

Louis for eighteen years, during which he
extensive excursions throughout the West.
The proprietorship of the fort was granted to
him in 1690, but, in 1702, it was ordered by the
Governor of Canada to be discontinued on the
plea that the charter had been violated. It continued to be used as a trading post, however, as
late as 1718, when it was raided by the Indians
and burned. (See La Salle; Tonty; Hennepin,
and Starved Rock.
Other explorers who were the contemporaries
or early successors of Marquette, Joliet, La Salle,
Tonty, Hennepin and their companions in the
Northwest, and many of whom are known to have
visited the "Illinois Country," and probably all
of whom did so, were Daniel Greysolon du Lhut
(called by La Salle, du Luth), a cousin of Tonty,
who was the first to reach the Mississippi directly
from Lake Superior, and from whom the city of
Duluth has been named Henry Joutel, a townsman of La Salle, who was one of the survivors of
the ill-fated Matagorda Bay colony; Pierre Le
Sueur, the discoverer of the Minnesota River,
and Baron la Hontan, who made a tour through
Illinois in 1688-89, of which he published an
St.

made

;

account in 1703.
Chicago River early became a prominent point
in the estimation of the

was a

French explorers and

favorite line of travel in reaching the

way

Illi-

Des Plaines, though probably
sometimes confounded with other streams about
the head of the lake. The Calumet and Grand
Calumet, allowing easy portage to the Des Plaines,
were also used, while the St. Joseph, from which
portage was had into the Kankakee, seems to
have been a part of the route first used by La
nois by

of the

Salle.

Aborigines and Early Missions.

—When the

early French explorers arrived in the "Illinois

Country" they found
tribes of Indians, the
"Illinois,"

occupied by a number of
most numerous being the

it

which consisted

of several families or

bands that spread themselves over the country on
both sides of the Illinois River, extending even
west of the Mississippi the Piankeshaws on the
the present western
east, extending beyond
boundary of Indiana, and the Miamis in the
northeast, with whom a weaker tribe called the
Weas were allied. The Illinois confederation
;

included

the

Kaskaskias,

Peorias,

—

Cahokias,

Tamaroas and Mitchigamies the last being the
tribe from which Lake Michigan took its name.
(See Illinois Indians. ) There seems to have been
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a general drift of some of the stronger tribes
toward the south and east about this time, as
Allouez represents that he found the Miamis and
their neighbors, the Mascoutins, about Green Bay
when, he arrived there in 1670. At the same
time, there is evidence that the Pottawatomies
were located along the southern shore of Lake
Superior and about the Sault Ste. Marie (now
known as "The Soo"), though within the next
fifty years they had advanced southward along
the western shore of Lake Michigan until they
reached where Chicago now stands. Other tribes
from the north were the Kickapoos, Sacs and
Foxes, and Winnebagoes, while the Shawnees
were a branch of a stronger tribe from the southeast
Charlevoix, who wrote an account of his
visit to the "Illinois Country" in 1721, says:
"Fifty years ago the Miamis were settled on the
southern extremity of Lake Michigan, in a place
called Chicago from the name of a small river
which runs into the lake, the source of which is
not far distant from that of the River Illinois.''
It does not follow necessarily that this was the
Chicago River of to-day, as the name appears to
have been applied somewhat indefinitely, by the
early explorers, both to a region of country
between the head of the lake and the Illinois
River, and to more than one stream emptying
into the lake in that vicinity.
It has been conjectured that the river meant by Charlevoix
was the Calumet, as his description would apply
as well to that as to the Chicago, and there is
other evidence that the Miamis, who were found
about the mouth of the St. Joseph River during
the eighteenth century, occupied a portion of
Southern Michigan and Northern Indiana, extending as far east as the Scioto River in Ohio.
From the first, the Illinois seem to have conceived a strong liking for the French, and being
pressed by the Iroquois on the east, the Sacs and
Foxes, Pottawatomies and Kickapoos on the
north and the Sioux on the west, by the beginning of the eighteenth century we find them,
much reduced in numbers, gathered about the
French settlements near the mouth of the Kaskaskia (or Okaw) River, in the western part of
the present counties of Randolph, Monroe and St.
Clair.
In spite of the zealous efforts of the missionaries, the contact of these tribes with the
whites was attended with the usual results
demoralization, degradation and gradual extermination.
The latter result was hastened by the
frequent attacks to which they were exposed
from their more warlike enemies, so that by the
latter part of the eighteenth century, they were
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reduced to a few hundred dissolute and depraved
survivors of a once vigorous and warlike race.
During the early part of the French occupation,
there arose a chief named Chicagou (from whom
the city of Chicago received its name) who appears, like Red Jacket, Tecumseh and Logan, to
have been a man of unusual intelligence and
vigor of character, and to have exercised great
influence with his people. In 1725 he was sent to
Paris, where he received the attentions due to a
foreign potentate, and, on his return, was given a
command in an expedition against the Chickasaws, who had been making incursions from the
south.

Such was the general distribution of the Indians
and central portions of the State,

in the northern

within the first fifty years after the arrival of the
French. At a later period the Kickapoos advanced farther south and occupied a considerable
share of the central portion of the State, and even
extended to the mouth of the Wabash. The
southern part was roamed over by bands from
beyond the Ohio and the Mississippi, including
the Cherokees and Chickasaws, and the Arkansas
tribes, some of whom were very powerful and
ranged over a vast extent of country.
The earliest civilized dwellings in Illinois, after
the forts erected for purposes of defense, were
undoubtedly the posts of the fur-traders and the
missionary stations. Fort Miami,, the first military post, established by La Salle in the winter
of 1679-80, was at the mouth of the St. Joseph
River within the boundaries of what is now the
State of Michigan. Fort Creve-Coeur, partially
erected a few months later on the east side of the
Illinois a few miles below where the city of
Peoria now stands, was never occupied.
Mr.
Charles Ballance, the historian of Peoria, locates
this fort at the present village of "Wesley, in
Tazewell County, nearly opposite Lower Peoria.
Fort St. Louis, built by Tonty on the summit of
"Starved Rock," in the fall and winter of 1682,
was the second erected in the "Illinois Country,"
but the first occupied. It has been claimed that
Marquette established a mission among the Kaskaskias, opposite "The Rock," on occasion of his
first visit, in September, 1673, and that he renewed it in the spring of 1675, when he visited
it for the last time.
It is doubtful if this mission
was more than a season of preaching to the
natives, celebrating mass, administering baptism,
etc.
at least the story of an established mission
has been denied. That this devoted and zealous
propagandist regarded it as a mission, however,
is evident from his own journal.
He gave to it
;

the name of the "Mission of the Immaculate
Conception," and, although he was compelled by
failing health to abandon it almost immediately,
it is claimed that it was renewed in 1677 by
Father Allouez, who had been active in founding
missions in the Lake Superior region, and that it
was maintained until the arrival of La Salle in

La Salle to the Jesuits led
withdrawal, but he subsequently
returned and was succeeded in 1688 by Father
Gravier, whose labors extended from Mackinaw
to Biloxi on the Gulf of Mexico.
There is evidence that a mission had been
established among the Miamis as early as 1698,
under the name "Chicago," as it is mentioned by
St. Cosme in the report of his visit in 1699-1700.
This, for the reasons already given showing the
indefinite use made of the name Chicago as
applied to streams about the head of Lake Michigan, probably referred to some other locality in
the vicinity, and not to the site of the present
city of Chicago. Even at an earlier date there
appears, from a statement in Tonty's Memoirs, to
have been a fort at Chicago probably about the
same locality as the mission. Speaking of his
return from Canada to the "Illinois Country" in
"I embarked for the Illinois
1685, he says:
Oct. 30, 1685, but being stopped by the ice, I
was obliged to leave my canoe and proceed by
After going 120 leagues, I arrived at Fort
land.
Chicagou, where ML de la Durantaye com1680.

The

hostility of

to Allouez'

—

manded."
According to the best authorities it was during
the year 1700 that a mission and permanent settlement was established by Father Jacques Pinet

among

the Tamaroas at a village called Cahokia
few miles
south of the present site of the city of East St.
Louis. This was the first permanent settlement
by Europeans in Illinois, as that at Kaskaskia on
the Illinois was broken up the same year.
A few months after the establishment of the
mission at Cahokia (which received the name of
"St. Sulpice"), but during the same year, the
(or "Sainte Famille de Caoquias"), a

Kaskaskias, having abandoned their village on
the upper Illinois, were induced to settle near the
mouth of the river which bears their name, and
the mission and village
the latter afterward
becoming the first capital of the Territory and
State of Illinois— came into being. This identity
of names has led to some confusion in determining the date and place of the first permanent
settlement in Illinois, the date of Marquette's
first arrival at Kaskaskia on the Illinois being
given by some authors as that of the settlement

—
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at

Kaskaskia on the Mississippi, twenty-seven

years

later.

—

Period of French Occupation. As may be
methods of French
colonization, the first permanent settlements
gathered about the missions at Cahokia and KasAt later
kaskia, or rather were parts of them.
periods, but during the French occupation of the
country, other villages were established, the
most important being St. Philip and Prairie du
Rocher all of these being located in the fertile
valley now known as the "American Bottom,"
between the older towns of Cahokia and Kaskaskia.
There were several Indian villages in the
vicinity of the French settlements, and this
became, for a time, the most populous locality in
the Mississippi Valley and the center of an active
trade carried on with the settlements near the
mouth of the Mississippi. Large quantities of
the products of the country, such as flour, bacon,
pork, tallow, lumber, lead, peltries, and even
wine, were transported in keel-boats or batteaus
to New Orleans; rice, manufactured tobacco,
cotton goods and such other fabrics as the simple
wants of the people required, being brought back
These boats went in convoys of seven
in return.
to twelve in number for mutual protection, three
months being required to make a trip, of which
two were made annually one in the spring and
the other in the autumn.
The French possessions in North America went
under the general name of "New France, " but their
boundaries were never clearly defined, though an
attempt was made to do so through CommissionThey were underers who met at Paris, in 1752.
stood by the French to include the valley of the
St. Lawrence, with Labrador and Nova Scotia, to
readily inferred from the

;

—

the northern boundaries of the British colonies
the region of the Great Lakes and the Valley of
the Mississippi from the headwaters of the Ohio
westward to the Pacific Ocean and south to the
Gulf of Mexico. While these claims were contested by England on the east and Spain on the
southwest, they comprehended the very heart of
the North American continent, a region unsurpassed in fertility and natural resources and
now the home of more than half of the entire
population of the American Republic. That
the French should have reluctantly yielded
;

up

so magnificent a
yet they did this by

domain

is

natural.

And

the treaty of 1763, surrendering the region east of the Mississippi
(except a comparatively small district near
the mouth of that stream) to England, and the
remainder to Spain an evidence of the straits to

—
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which they had been reduced by a long series of
devastating wars.
(See French and Indian
Wars.
In 1712 Antoine Crozat, under royal lettersfrom Louis XIV. of France a
monopoly of the commerce, with control of the
country, "from the edge of the sea (Gulf of
Mexico) as far as the Illinois." This grant havpatent, obtained

ing been surrendered a few years later, was renewed in 1717 to the "Company of the West," of
which the celebrated John Law was the head,
and under it jurisdiction was exercised over the
trade of Illinois. On September 27 of the same
year (1717), the "Illinois Country," which had
been a dependency of Canada, was incorporated
with Louisiana and became part of that province.
Law's company received enlarged powers under
the name of the "East Indies Company," and
although it went out of existence in 1721 with
the opprobrious title of the "South Sea Bubble,"
leaving in its wake hundreds of ruined private
fortunes in France and England, it did much to
stimulate the population and development of the
Mississippi Valley.
During its existence (in 1718)
New Orleans was founded and Fort Chartres
erected, being named after the Due de Chartres,
son of the Regent of France. Pierre Duque Boisbriant was the first commandant of Illinois and
superintended the erection of the fort.
(See Fort
Chartres.

One

Law's comand under
it,
in 1721, Philip F. Renault brought to the
country five hundred slaves, besides two hundred
artisans, mechanics and laborers.
Two years
later he received a large grant of land, and
founded the village of St. Philip, a few miles
north of Fort Chartres. Thus Illinois became
slave territory before a white settlement of any
sort existed in what afterward became the slave
of the privileges granted to

pany was the importation of

slaves;

State of Missouri.

During

under control of the
divided into nine civil
and military districts, each presided over by a
commandant and a judge, with a superior coun1721 the country

East Indies

Company was

cil at New Orleans.
Of these, Illinois, the largest
and, next to New Orleans, the most populous,
was the seventh. It embraced over one-half the

present State, with the country west of the Misbetween the Arkansas and the 43d degree
of latitude, to the Rocky Mountains, and included
ssisippi,

the present States of Missouri, Iowa, Nebraska,
Kansas and parts of Arkansas and Colorado. In
1732, the Indies Company surrendered its charter,
and Louisiana, including the District of Illinois,
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was afterwards governed by
directly by the crown.

officers

appointed

(See French Governors.)

As early as September, 1699, an attempt was
made by an expedition fitted out by the English
Government, under command of Captains Barr

Thomas Stirling

Engworthy of note that this
was the last place on the North American continent to lower the French flag.
British Occupation. The delay of the British
lish

as the representative of the

Government.

It is

—

and Clements, to take possession of the country
about the mouth of the Mississippi on the ground
of prior discovery; but they found the French

in taking possession of the "Illinois Country,"

under Bienville already in possession at Biloxi,
sailed away without making any further
Meaneffort to carry the scheme into effect.
while, in the early part of the next century, the
English were successful in attaching to their
interests the Iroquois, who were the deadly foes
of the French, and held possession of Western
New York and the region around the headwaters
of the Ohio River, extending their incursions
against the Indian allies of the French as far west

treaty of 1763,

and they

The real struggle for territory beas Illinois.
tween the English and French began with the
formation of the Ohio Land Company in 1748-49,
and the grant to it by the English Government
of half a million acres of land along the Ohio
River, with the exclusive right of trading with

the Indian tribes in that region. Out of this
grew the establishment, in the next two years, of
trading posts and forts on the Miami and Maumee
in Western Ohio, followed by the protracted
French and Indian War, which was prosecuted
with varied fortunes until the final defeat of the
French at Quebec, on the thirteenth of September, 1759, which broke their power on the American continent. Among those who took part in
this struggle, was a contingent from the French
garrison of Fort Chartres. Neyon de Villiers,
commandant of the fort, was one of these, being
the only survivor of seven brothers who participated in the defense of Canada. Still hopeful of
saving Louisiana and Illinois, he departed with
a few followers for New Orleans, but the treaty
of Paris, Feb. 10, 1763, destroyed all hope, for by
its terms Canada, and all other territory east of
the Mississippi as far south as the northern
boundary of Florida, was surrendered to Great
Britain, while the remainder, including the vast
territory between the Mississippi and the Rocky
Mountains, was given up to Spain.
Thus the "Illinois Country" fell into the hands
of the British, although the actual transfer of
Fort Chartres and the country dependent upon it
did not take place until Oct. 10, 1765, when its
veteran commandant, St. Ange who had come
from Vincennes to assume command on the
retirement of Villiers, and who held it faithfully
for the conqueror
surrendered it to Capt.

—

—

French at Quebec and the
surrender of their possessions in America by the
after the defeat of the

and the

was due

to its isolated position

reaching it with sufficient
force to establish the British authority. The
first attempt was made in the spring of 1764,
when Maj. Arthur Loftus, starting from Pensacola, attempted to ascend the Mississippi with a
force of four hundred regulars, but, being met
by a superior Indian force, was compelled to
In August of the same year, Capt
retreat.
Thomas Morris was dispatched from Western
Pennsylvania with a small force "to take possession of the Illinois Country." This expedition
got as far as Fort Miami on the Maumee, when its
difficulty of

and its commander narThe next attempt was
made in 1765, when Maj. George Croghan, a Deputy Superintendent of Indian affairs whose name
has been made historical by the celebrated speech
of the Indian Chief Logan, was detailed from
Fort Pitt, to visit Illinois. Croghan being detained,
Lieut. Alexander Frazer, who was to accompany
progress

was

arrested,

rowly escaped death.

him, proceeded alone. Frazer reached Kaskaskia, but met with so rough a reception from
both the French and Indians, that he thought it
advisable to leave in disguise, and escaped by
descending the Mississippi to New Orleans.
Croghan started on his journey on the fifteenth
of May, proceeding down the Ohio, accompanied
by a party of friendly Indians, but having been
captured near the mouth of the Wabash, he
finally returned to Detroit without reaching his
destination.
The first British official to reach
Fort Chartres was Capt. Thomas Stirling.
Descending the Ohio with a force of one hundred
men, he reached Fort Chartres, Oct. 10, 1765, and
received the surrender of the fort from the faithful and courteous St. Ange.
It is estimated that
at least one-third of the French citizens, including the more wealthy, left rather than become
British subjects. Those about Fort Chartres left
almost in a body. Some joined the French
colonies on the lower Mississippi, while others,
crossing the river, settled in St. Genevieve, then
in Spanish territory. Much the larger number
followed St. Ange to St. Louis, which had been
established as a trading post by Pierre La Clede,
during the previous year, and which now received
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what, in these later days, would be called a great

"boom."
Captain Stirling was relieved of his

command

at Fort Chartres, Dec. 4, by Maj. Robert Farmer.
Other British Commandants at Fort Chartres

were Col. Edward Cole, Col. John Reed, Colonel
Wilkins, Capt. Hugh Lord and Francois de RasThe last had been
tel, Chevalier de Rocheblave.
an officer in the French army, and, having resided
at Kaskaskia, transferred his allegiance on occupation of the country by the British. He was the
last official representative of the British Govern-

ment in Illinois.
The total population

of the French villages in
the time of their transfer to England,
has been estimated at about 1,600, of which 700
were about Kaskaskia and 450 in the vicinity of
Cahokia. Captain Pittman estimated the popuIllinois, at

French villages in Illinois and on
the Wabash, at the time of his visit in 1770, at
about 2,000. Of St. Louis^or "Paincourt," as it
was called Captain Pittman said: "There are
about forty private houses and as many families."
Most of these, if not all, had emigrated from the
French villages. In fact, although nominally in
Spanish territory, it was essentially a French
town, protected, as Pittman said, by "a French
garrison" consisting of "a Captain-Commandant,
two Lieutenants, a Fort Major, one Sergeant.
one Corporal and twenty men."
Action of Continental Congress. The first
official notice taken of the "Illinois Country" by
the Continental Congress, was the adoption by
that body, July 13, 1775, of an act creating three
Indian Departments a Northern, Middle and
lation of all the

—

—

—

Southern.

Illinois

was assigned

to the second,

with Benjamin Franklin and James Wilson, of
Pennsylvania, and Patrick Henry, of Virginia,
as Commissioners. In April, 1776, Col. George
Morgan, who had been a trader at Kaskaskia, was
appointed agent and successor to these CommisThe
sioners, with headquarters at Fort Pitt.
promulgation of the Declaration of Independence,
on the Fourth of July, 1776, and the events immediately preceding and following that event,
directed attention to the colonies on the Atlantic
coast; yet the frontiersmen of Virginia were
watching an opportunity to deliver a blow to the
Government of King George in a quarter where

and where it was destined
immense influence upon the future of
the new nation, as well as that of the American
it

was

least expected,

to have an

continent.

Col.

George Rogers Clark's Expedition.

—During the year 1777, Col. George Rogers Clark,
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a native of Virginia, then scarcely twenty-five
years of age, having conceived a plan of seizing
the settlements in the Mississippi Valley, sent
trusty spies to learn the sentiments of the people
and the condition of affairs at Kaskaskia. The

him gave him encouragement,
December of the same year, he laid before

report brought to

and, in

Gov. Patrick Henry, of Virginia, his plans for
the reduction of the posts in Illinois. These were
approved, and, on Jan. 2, 1778, Clark received
authority to recruit seven companies of fifty men

each for three months' service, and Governor
Henry gave him $6,000 for expenses. Proceeding
to Fort Pitt, he succeeded in recruiting three
companies, who were directed to rendezvous at
Corn Island, opposite the present city of Louisville.
It has been claimed that, in order to
deceive the British as to his real destination,
Clark authorized the announcement that the
object of the expedition was to protect the settle-

ments in Kentucky from the Indians. At Corn
Island another company was organized, making
four in all, under the command of Captains Bowman, Montgomery, Helm and Harrod, and having
embarked on keel-boats, they passed the Falls of
the Ohio, June 24. Reaching the island at the
mouth of the Tennessee on the 28th, he was met
by a party of eight American hunters, who had
left Kaskaskia a few days before, and who, joining his command, rendered good service as
guides.
He disembarked his force at the mouth
of a small creek one mile above Fort Massac,
June 29, and, directing his course across the

country, on the evening of the sixth day (July 4,
1778) arrived within three miles of Kaskaskia.

The surprise of the unsuspecting citizens of Kaskaskia and its small garrison was complete. His
force having, under cover of darkness, been
ferried across the Kaskaskia River, about a mile
above the town, one detachment surrounded the
town, while the other seized the fort, capturing
Rocheblave and his little command without firing a gun. The famous Indian fighter and
hunter, Simon Kenton, led the way to the fort.
This is supposed to have been what Captain Pittman called the "Jesuits' house," which had been
sold by the French Government after the country
was ceded to England, the Jesuit order having
been suppressed. A wooden fort, erected in 1736,
and known afterward by the British as Fort
Gage, had stood on the bluff opposite the town,
but, according to Pittman, this was burnt in 1766,
and there is no evidence that it was ever rebuilt.
Clark's expedition was thus far a complete sucRocheblave, proving recalcitrant, was
cess.
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placed in irons and sent as a prisoner of war to
Williamsburg, while his slaves were confiscated,
the proceeds of their sale being divided among
Clark's troops. The inhabitants were easily
conciliated, and Cahokia having been captured
without bloodshed, Clark turned his attention to
Vincennes. Through the influence of Pierre
Gibault the Vicar-General in charge at Kaskas-

—
— the people

Vincennes were induced to
swear allegiance to the United States, and,
although the place was afterward captured by a
British force from Detroit, it was, on Feb.
kia

of

1779, recaptured by Colonel Clark, together
with a body of prisoners but little smaller than
the, attacking force, and 850,000 worth of property.
(See Clark, Col. George Rogers.)
Under Government of Virginia. Seldom
in the history of the world have such important
results been achieved by such insignificant instrumentalities and with so little sacrifice of life, as
24,

—

campaign of the youthful
conqueror of Illinois. Having been won largely
through Virginia enterprise and valor and by
material aid furnished through Governor Henry,
the Virginia House of Delegates, in October,
1778, proceeded to assert the jurisdiction of that
commonwealth over the settlements of the Northwest, by organizing all the country west and
north of the Ohio River into a county to be called
in this almost bloodless

"Illinois," (see Illinois County), and empowering
the Governor to appoint a "County-Lieutenant or
Commandant-in-Chief" to exercise civil authority during the pleasure of the appointing power.
Thus "Illinois County" was older than the States
of Ohio or Indiana, while Patrick Henry, the eloquent orator of the Revolution, became ex-officio
its first Governor.
Col. John Todd, a citizen of
Kentucky, was appointed "County-Lieutenant,"
Dec. 12, 1778, entering upon his duties in

May

following. The
Deputy-Commandants

militia
for

was

organized,

Kaskaskia and Cahokia

appointed, and the first election of civil officers
ever had in Illinois, was held under Colonel
Todd's direction. His record-book, now in possession of the Chicago Historical Society, shows
that he was accustomed to exercise powers
scarcely inferior to those of a State Executive.
(See Todd, Col. John.)
In 1782 one "Thimothe Demunbrunt" sub-

comd'g par interim, etc."
the origin of his authority is not clearly
understood. He assumed to act as Commandant
until the arrival of Gov. Arthur St. Clair, first

scribed himself as "Lt.

— but

Governor of the Northwest Territory,
After the close of the Revolution, courts

Territorial
in 1790.

ceased to be held and

civil- affairs fell into great
there was neither law nor
order in the 'Illinois Country' for the seven
years from 1783 to 1790."
During the progress of the Revolution, there
were the usual rumors and alarms in the "Illinois
Country" peculiar to frontier life in time of war.

disorder.

"In

effect,

The country, however, was singularly exempt
from any serious calamity such as a general
massacre. One reason for this was the friendly
relations which had existed between the French
and their Indian neighbors previous to the conquest, and which the new masters, after the capture of

Kaskaskia, took pains

to

perpetuate.

movements were projected by the British
and their Indian allies about Detroit and in CanSeveral

were kept so busy elsewhere that
time to put their plans into execution.
One of these was a proposed movement
from Pensacola against the Spanish posts on the
lower Mississippi, to punish Spain for having
engaged in the war of 1779, but the promptness
with which the Spanish Governor of New Orleans
proceeded to capture Fort Manchac, Baton Rouge
and Natchez from their British possessors, convinced the latter that this was a "game at which
two could play." In ignorance of these results,
an expedition, 750 strong, composed largely of
Indians, fitted out at Mackinaw under command
ada, but they

they had

little

of Capt. Patrick St. Clair, started in the early

part of May, 1780, to co-operate with the expedition
on the lower Mississippi, but intending to deal a
destructive blow to the Illinois villages and the

Spanish towns of St. Louis and St. Genevieve on
the way. This expedition reached St. Louis, May
26, but Col. George Rogers Clark, having arrived
at Cahokia with a small force twenty-four hours
earlier, prepared to co-operate with the Spaniards
on the western shore of the Mississippi, and the
invading force confined their depredations to killing seven or eight villagers, and then beat a
hasty retreat in the direction they had come.
These were the last expeditions organized to
regain the "Country of the Illinois" or capture
Spanish posts on the Mississippi.
Expeditions Against Fort St. Joseph. An
expedition of a different sort is worthy of mention

—

in this connection, as

it originated in Illinois.
This consisted of a company of seventeen men,
led by one Thomas Brady, a citizen of Cahokia,
who, marching across the country, in the month
of October, 1780, after the retreat of Sinclair,
from St. Louis, succeeded in surprising and capturing Fort St. Joseph about where La Salle had
erected Fort Miami, near the mouth of the St.
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Joseph River, a hundred years before. Brady
and his party captured a few British prisoners,
and a large quantity of goods. On their return,
while encamped on the Calumet, they were
attacked by a band of Pottawatomies, and all
were killed, wounded or taken prisoners except
Brady and two others, who escaped. Early in
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which had been previously organized. New York
her cession to the General Government of

filed

lands claimed by her in October, 1782, followed

by Virginia nearly a year later, and by Massachusetts and Connecticut in 1785 and 1786.
Other
States followed somewhat tardily, Georgia being
the last, in 1802. The only claims of this charac-

w ere
r

those of Vir-

January, 1781, a party consisting of sixty-five
whites, organized from St. Louis and Cahokia,

ter affecting lands in Illinois

with some 200 Indians, and headed by Don
Eugenio Pourre, a Spaniard, started on a second

Connecticut and Massachusetts applying to the
northern portion. It was from the splendid
domain north and west of the Ohio thus acquired
from Virginia and other States, that the Northwest Territory was finally organized.
Ordinance of 1787. The first step was taken in
the passage by Congress, in 1784, of a resolution
providing for the temporary government of the
Western Territory, and this was followed three
years later by the enactment of the celebrated
Ordinance of 1787. While this latter document
contained numerous provisions which marked a
new departure in the science of free government

expedition against Fort St. Joseph. By silencing
the Indians, whom they met on their way, with
promises of plunder, they were able to reach the
fort without discovery, captured it and, raising
the Spanish flag, formally took possession in the
name of the King of Spain. After retaining possession for a few days, the party returned to St.
Louis, but in negotiating the treaty of peace at
Paris, in 1783, this incident

was made the

basis

of a claim put forth by Spain to ownership of
the "Illinois Country" "by right of conquest."
of

The Territorial Period. — At the very outset
its existence, the new Government of the

United States was confronted with an embarrassing question which deeply affected the interests
of the territory of which Illinois formed a part.
This was the claim of certain States to lands
lying between their western boundaries and the
boundary of
the Republic. These claims were based either
Mississippi River, then the western

upon the terms of their original charters or upon
the cession of lands by the Indians, and it was
under a claim of the former character, as well as
by right of conquest, that Virginia assumed to exercise authority over the "Illinois Country" after
its capture by the Clark expedition.
This construction was opposed by the States which, from
their geographical position or other cause, had
no claim to lands beyond their own boundaries,
and the controversy was waged with considerable
bitterness for several years, proving a formidable
obstacle to the ratification of the Articles of Confederation.
As early as 1779 the subject received
the attention of Congress in the adoption of a
resolution requesting the States having such
claims to "forbear settling or issuing warrants
for unappropriated lands or granting the same
during the continuance of the present (Revolutionary) War. " In the following year, New York
authorized her Delegates in Congress to limit its
boundaries in such manner as they might think
expedient, and to cede to the Government its
claim to western lands. The case was further complicated by the claims of certain land companies

ginia covering the southern part of the State, and

—

—

as, for instance, that declaring that "religion,
morality and knowledge being necessary to good
government and the happiness of mankind,
schools and the means of education shall forever
be encouraged" its crowning feature was the
sixth article, as follows: "There shall be neither
slavery nor involuntary servitude in the said
Territory, otherwise than in the punishment of
crime, whereof the party shall have been duly
convicted."
Although there has been considerable controversy as to the authorship of the above and other

—

of this immortal document, it is
worthy of note that substantially the same language was introduced in the resolutions of 1784,
by a Delegate from a slave State Thomas Jefferson, of Virginia —though not, at that time,
adopted. Jefferson was not a member of the

provisions

—

Congress of 1787 (being then Minister to France),
to do with
the later Ordinance; yet it is evident that the
principle which he had advocated finally received
the approval of eight out of the thirteen States,
all that were represented in that Congress
including the slave States of Virginia, Delaware, North
Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia.
(See
Ordinance of 1787.)

and could have had nothing directly

—

Northwest Territory Organized. — Under

the Ordinance of 1787, organizing the Northwest
Territory, Gen.

Arthur

St. Clair,

who had been a

the Revolution, was appointed the
first Governor on Feb. 1, 1788, with Winthrop
Sargent, Secretary, and Samuel Holden Parsons,

soldier

of

HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.

254

James Mitchell Varnum and John Cleves
Symmes, Judges. All these were reappointed by
President Washington in 1789. The new Territorial Government was organized at Marietta, a
settlement on the Ohio, July 15, 1788, but it was
nearly two years later before Governor St. Clair
visited Illinois, arriving at Kaskaskia, March 5,
The County of St. Clair (named after him)
1790.
was organized at this time, embracing all the
settlements between the Wabash and the Missis-

Gen. William Henry Harrison,
succeeded Sargent as Secretary of the
Territory, June 26, 1798, was elected Delegate to
Congress, receiving a majority of one vote over
Arthur St. Clair, Jr. son of the Governor.
Ohio and Indiana Territories. By act of
Congress, May 7, 1800, the Northwest Territory
was divided into Ohio and Indiana Territories
the latter embracing the region west of the present State of Ohio, and having its capital at "Saint

(See St. Clair County.) He found the
inhabitants generally in a deplorable condition,
neglected by the Government, the courts of justice practically abolished and many of the citizens

Vincent" (Vincennes). May 13, William Henry
Harrison, who had been the first Delegate in Congress from the Northwest Territory, was appointed Governor of Indiana Territory, which at
first consisted of three counties
Knox, St. Clair
and Randolph the two latter being within the
boundaries of the present State of Illinois. Their
aggregate population at this time was estimated
at less than 5,000.
During his administration
Governor Harrison concluded thirteen treaties
with the Indians, of which six related to the ces-

sippi.

sadly in need of the obligations due them from
the Government for supplies furnished to Colonel
Clark twelve years before. After a stay of three
months, the Governor returned east. In 1795,
Judge Turner held the first court in St. Clair
County, at Cahokia, as the county-seat, although

both Cahokia and Kaskaskia had been named as
county-seats by Governor St. Clair. Out of the
disposition of the local authorities to retain the
official records at Cahokia, and consequent dis-

agreement over the county-seat question, at least
in part, grew the order of 1795 organizing the
second county (Randolph), and Kaskaskia became
In 1796 Governor St. Clair paid
its county-seat.
a second visit to Illinois, accompanied by Judge

Symmes, who held court

at both county-seats.
Nov. 4, 1791, occurred the defeat of Governor St. Clair, in the western part of the present
State of Ohio, by a force of Indians under command of Little Turtle, in which the whites sustained a heavy loss of both men and property—
an event which had an unfavorable effect upon
conditions throughout the Northwest Territory

On

St. Clair, having resigned his comthe army, was succeeded by Gen.
Anthony Wayne, who, in a vigorous campaign,
overwhelmed the Indians with defeat. This
resulted in the treaty with the Western tribes at
Greenville, August 3, 1795, which was the beginning of a period of comparative peace with the
(See
Indians all over the Western Country.
Wayne, (Gen.) Anthony.)
First Territorial Legislation.— In 1798, the
Territory having gained the requisite population,
an election of members of a Legislative Council
and House of Representatives was held in accord-

generally.

mand

of

ance with the provisions of the Ordinance of 1787.
This was the first Territorial Legislature organized
in the history of the Republic.
nati,

Feb.

4,

Delegate from

St.

It

met

at Cincin-

Shadrach Bond being the
Clair County and John Edgar

1799,

from Randolph.

who had

,

—

:

—

The
was that

sion of lands in Illinois.

first

to lands in Illinois

of Greenville, con-

treaty relating

cluded by General Wayne in 1795. By this the
Government acquired six miles square at the
mouth of the Chicago River twelve miles square
at the mouth of the Illinois six miles square at
the old Peoria fort the post of Fort Massac and
150,000 acres assigned to General Clark and his
soldiers, besides all other lands "in possession of
the French people and all other white settlers
among them, the Indian title to which had been
thus extinguished." (See Indian Treaties; also,
Greenville, Treaty of.)
During the year 1803, the treaty with France
for the purchase of Louisiana and West Florida
was concluded, and on March 26, 1804, an act was
passed by Congress attaching all that portion of
Louisiana lying north of the thirty-third parallel
of latitude and west of the Mississippi to Indiana
Territory for governmental purposes. This included the present States of Arkansas, Missouri,
Kansas, Nebraska, Iowa, Minnesota, the two
Dakotas and parts of Colorado, Wyoming and MonThis arrangement continued only until
tana.
the following March, when Louisiana was placed
under a separate Territorial organization.
I 'or four years Indiana Territory was governed
under laws framed by the Governor and Judges,
but, the population having increased to the required number, an election was held, Sept.
11, 1804, on the proposition to advance the government to the "second grade" by the election of
a Territorial Legislature. The smallness of the
vote indicated the indifference of the people on
;

;

;

;
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the subject Out of 400 votes cast, the proposition
received a majority of 138. The two Illinois
counties cast a total of 142 votes, of which St.

and Monroe Counties, and the first distinctively
American colony in the "Illinois Country," was

The former
gave a majority of 37 against the measure and
the latter 19 in its favor, showing a net negative
majority of 18. The adoption of the proposition
was due, therefore, to the affirmative vote in the

afterward became prominent in the history of the
Territory and the State. William Biggs, a member of the first Territorial Legislature, with
others, settled in or near Kaskaskia about 1783,
and William Arundel, the first American merchant at Cahokia, came there from Peoria during
the same year. Gen. John Edgar, for many years
a leading citizen and merchant at the capital,
arrived at Kaskaskia in 1784, and William Morrison, Kaskaskia's principal merchant, came from
Philadelphia as early as 1790, followed some years
afterward by several brothers. James Lemen
came before the beginning of the present century, and was the founder of a large and influential family in the vicinity of Shiloh, St. Clair
County, and Rev. David Badgley headed a colony

Clair furnished 81

and Randolph

61.

other counties. There were in the Territory at
this time six counties; one of these (Wayne) was
in Michigan,

which was

set off, in 1805, as

a sep-

arate Territory. At the election of Delegates to
a Territorial Legislature, held Jan. 3, 1805, Shad-

and William Biggs were elected
County and George Fisher for Randolph. Bond having meanwhile become a member of the Legislative Council, Shadrach Bond,
The Legislature
Jr., was chosen his successor.
convened at Vincennes, Feb. 7, 1805, but only
to recommend a list of persons from whom
it was the duty of Congress to select a Legislative
Council. In addition to Bond, Pierre Menard
was chosen for Randolph and John Hay for St.
rach Bond,

Sr.,

for St. Clair

Clair.

—

Illinois Territory Organized. The Illinois
counties were represented in two regular and one
special session of the Territorial Legislature during the time they were a part of Indiana TerriBy act of Congress, which became a law
tory.
Feb. 3, 1809, the Territory was divided, the western part being named Illinois.
At this point the history of Illinois, as a separate political division, begins. While its boundaries in all other directions were as now, on the
north it extended to the Canada line. From
what has already been said, it appears that the
earliest white settlements were established by
French Canadians, chiefly at Kaskaskia, Cahokia
and the other villages in the southern part of the
American Bottom. At the time of Clark's invasion, there were not known to have been more
than two Americans among these people, except
such hunters and trappers as paid them occasional
One of the earliest American settlers in
visits.

Southern Illinois was Capt. Nathan
came from Massachusetts and settled

Hull,

who

an early
day on the Ohio, near where Golconda now
stands, afterward removing to the vicinity of
Kaskaskia, where he died in 1806. In 1781, a
company of immigrants, consisting (with one or

two exceptions)

of

members

at

of Clark's

command

in 1778, arrived with their families from Maryland and Virginia and established themselves on

the American Bottom. The "New Design" settlement, on the boundary line between St. Clair

established by this party.

Some

of its

members

from Virginia, who arrived in 1797.
other prominent arrivals of this period
were John Rice Jones, Pierre Menard (first
Lieutenant-Governor of the State), Shadrach
Bond, Jr. (first Governor), John Hay, John
Messinger, William Kinney, Capt. Joseph Ogle;

of
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Among

and of a later date, Nathaniel Pope (afterward
Secretary of the Territory, Delegate to Congress,
Justice of the United States Court and father of
the late Ma j. -Gen. John Pope), Elias Kent Kane
(first Secretary of State and afterward United
States Senator), Daniel P. Cook (first AttorneyGeneral and second Representative in Congress),
George Forquer (at one time Secretary of State),
and Dr. George Fisher all prominent in Terri-

—

State

(See
biographical
sketches of these early settlers under their respective names.)
torial

or

history.

The government of the new Territory was
organized by the appointment of Ninian Edwards, Governor; Nathaniel Pope, Secretary,
and Alexander Stuart, Obadiah Jones and Jesse
B. Thomas, Territorial Judges.
(See Edwards,
Ninian.)
Stuart having been transferred to
Missouri, Stanley Griswold was appointed in
his stead.
Governor Edwards arrived at Kaskaskia, the capital, in June, 1809.
At that
time the two counties of St. Clair and Randolph
comprised the settled portion of the Territory,
with a white population estimated at about 9,000.
The Governor and Judges immediately proceeded
to formulate a code of laws, and the appointments made by Secretary Pope, who had preceded
the Governor in his arrival in the Territory, were
confirmed. Benjamin H. Doyle was the first
Attorney-General, but he resigned in a few
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months, when the place was offered to John J.
Crittenden the well-known United States Senator from Kentucky at the beginning of the

—

—

War but by him declined. Thomas T.
Crittenden was then appointed.
An incident of the year 1811 was the battle of
Tippecanoe, resulting in the defeat of Tecumseh,
the great chief of the Shawnees, by Gen. William
Henry Harrison. Four companies of mounted
rangers were raised in Illinois this year under
Civil

direction of Col. William Russell, of Kentucky,
who built Camp Russell near Edwardsville the

following year. They were commanded by CapSamuel Whiteside, William B. Whiteside,

tains

James

B.

Moore and Jacob Short.

rable earthquake which had
Madrid, Mo., occurred in
year,

The memo-

center about New
December of this

its

and was quite violent in some portions of

Southern Illinois. (See Earthquake of 1811.)
War of 1812. During the following year the
second war with England began, but no serious
outbreak occurred in Illinois until August, 1812,
when the massacre at Fort Dearborn, where
Chicago now stands, took place. This had long
been a favorite trading post of the Indians, at
first under French occupation and afterward
under the Americans. Sometime during 1803-04,
a fort had been built near the mouth of Chicago
River on the south side, on land acquired from the
Indians by the treaty of Greenville in 1795.
(See
Fort Dearborn.) In the spring of 1812 some
alarm had been caused by outrages committed by
Indians in the vicinity, and in the early part of
August, Capt. Nathan Heald, commanding the
garrison of less than seventy-five men, received
instructions from General Hull, in command at
Detroit, to evacuate the fort, disposing of the
public property as he might see fit. Friendly
Indians advised Heald either to make preparations for a vigorous defense, or evacuate at once.
Instead of this, he notified the Indians of his in-

—

tention to retire and divide the stores among
them, with the conditions subsequently agreed
upon in council, that his garrison should be
afforded an .escort and safe passage to Fort
Wayne. On the 14th of August he proceeded to
distribute the bulk of the goods as promised, but

appeared before Captain Heald and informed
him plainly that his young men intended to
imbrue their hands in the blood of the whites
that he was no longer able to restrain them, and,
surrendering a medal he had worn in token of
amity, closed by saying: 'I will not wear a
token of peace while I am compelled to act as an
enemy.
In the meantime the Indians were rioting upon the provisions, and becoming so aggressive in their bearing that it was resolved to march
out the next day. The fatal fifteenth arrived.
To each soldier was distributed twenty-five
rounds of reserved ammunition. The baggage
and ambulance wagons were laden, and the garrison slowly wended its way outside the protecting walls of the fort the Indian escort of 500
following in the rear. What next occurred in
this disastrous movement is narrated by Captain
Heald in his report, as follows: 'The situation of
the country rendered it necessary for us to take
the beach, with the lake on our left, and a high
sand bank on our right at about three hundred
yards distance. We had proceeded about a mile
and a half, when it was discovered (by Captain
Wells) that the Indians were prepared to attack
us from behind the bank. I immediately marched
up with the company to the top of the bank,
when the action commenced; after firing one
round, we charged, and the Indians gave way in
front and joined those on our flanks. In about fifteen minutes they got possession of all our horses,
provisions and baggage of every description, and
finding the Miamis (who had come from Fort
Wayne with Captain Wells to act as an escort)
did not assist us, I drew off the few men I had
left and took possession of a small elevation in
the open prairie out of shot of the bank, or any
other cover. The Indians did not follow me but
assembled in a body on top of the bank, and after
'

—

some consultation among themselves, made signs
for me to approach them.
I advanced toward
them alone, and was met by one of the Pottawatomie chiefs called Black Bird, with an interAfter shaking hands, he requested me to
surrender, promising to spare the lives of all the
prisoners.
On a few moments' consideration I
concluded it would be most prudent to comply
with this request, although I did not put entire
confidence in his promise. The troops had made
a brave defense, but what could so small a force
do against such overwhelming numbers? It was
evident with over half their number dead upon
the field, or wounded, further resistance would
be hopeless. Twenty-six regulars and twelve
militia, with two women and twelve children,
were killed. Among the slain were Captain
Wells, Dr. .Van Voorhis and Ensign George
Ronan. (Captain Wells, when young, had been
preter.

ammunition, guns and liquors were destroyed. This he justified on the ground that a
bad use would be made of them, while the
Indians construed it as a violation of the agreement. The tragedy which followed, is thus de-

captured by Indians and had married among
them.) He (Wells) was familiar with all the
wiles, stratagems, as well as the vindictiveness
of the Indian character, and when the conflict
began, he said to his niece (Mrs. Heald), by
whose side he was standing, 'We have not the
slightest chance for life we must part to meet

scribed in Moses' "History of Illinois:''

no more in this world. God bless you.' With
these words he dashed forward into the thickest

"Black Partridge, a Pottawatomie Chief, who
had been on terms of friendship with the whites,

of the fight.

the

;

knowing what

He

refused to be taken prisoner,
would be, when a young

his fate
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Ted-sMn cut him down with his tomahawk,
jumped upon his body, cut out his heart and ate
a portion of it with savage delight.
'The prisoners taken were Captain Heald and
wife, both wounded, Lieutenant Helm, also
wounded, and wife, with twenty-five non-commissioned officers and privates, and eleven women
and children. The loss of the Indians was fifteen
killed.
Mr. Kinzie's family had been entrusted
to the care of some friendly Indians and were not
with the retiring garrison. The Indians engaged
in this outi'age were principally Pottawatomies,
with a few Chippewas, Ottawas, Winnebagoes,
and Kickapoos. Fort Dearborn was plundered
and burned on the next morning." (See Fort

was erected in 1813, and Fort Edwards at Warsaw, opposite the mouth of the Des Moines, at
the close of the campaign of 1814. A council
with the Indians, conducted by Governors

'

Dearborn; also

Edwards of Illinois and Clarke of Missouri, and
Auguste Chouteau, a merchant of St. Louis, as
Government Commissioners, on the Mississippi
just below Alton, in July, 1815, concluded a
treaty of peace with the principal Northwestern
tribes, thus ending the war.
First Territorial Legislature.— By act of
Congress, adopted

War of 1813.

was
powered to
Illinois

Thus ended the most bloody tragedy that ever
occurred on the soil of Illinois with Americans as
victims. The place where this affair occurred,
as described by Captain Heald, was on the lake

Gallatin and Johnson

organized,

making

;

Jacob Short of

William Jones of Madison; Philip Trammel and Alexander Wilson of
Gallatin, and John Grammar of Johnson.
The
Legislature met at Kaskaskia, Nov. 25, the Council organizing with Pierre Menard as President
and John Thomas, Secretary; and the House,
with George Fisher as Speaker and William C.
Greenup, Clerk. Shadrach Bond was elected the

expeditions

first

,

St. Clair;

Delegate to Congress.

A second

to Peoria

the Illinois and Upper Mississippi in 1813 and
1814.
In the latter year, Illinois troops took part
with credit in two engagements at Rock Island
the last of these being in co-operation with regulars, under command of Maj. Zachary Taylor,
afterwards President, against a force of Indians
supported by the British. Fort Clark at Peoria

— were

was held, resulting as follows:
Councilmen— Pierre Menard of Randolph County
William Biggs of St. Clair; Samuel Judy of
Madison; Thomas Ferguson of Johnson, and
Benjamin Talbot of Gallatin. RepresentativesGeorge Fisher of Randolph Joshua Oglesby and

—

There were expeditions against the Indians on

em-

choice of five
Representatives

when it was finally abandoned, there being no longer any reason for
maintaining it as a defense against the Indians.
Other Events op the War. The part played
by Illinois in the War of 1812, consisted chiefly
in looking after the large Indian population

Two

the Territory of

an election for the
members of the Council and seven

irregularly until 1837,

Lake in the Fall of
1812; the first of these, under the direction of
•Governor Edwards, burned two Kickapoo villages, one of them being that of "Black Partridge," who had befriended the whites at Fort
Dearborn. A few weeks later Capt. Thomas E.
Craig, at the head of a company of militia, made a
descent upon the ancient French village of Peoria,
on the pretext that the inhabitants had harbored hostile Indians and fired on his boats. He
burned a part of the town and, taking the people
as prisoners down the river, put them ashore
below Alton, in the beginning of winter. Both
these affairs were severely censured.

21, 1812,

five in all, and, in October,

were gathered up a few years later and buried.
The new fort continued to be occupied somewhat

its borders.

May

raised to the second grade— i. e.,
elect a Territorial Legislature.

In
September, three additional counties— Madison,

shore about the foot of Eighteenth Street in
the present city of Chicago. After the destruction
of the fort, the site of the present city of Chicago
remained unoccupied until 1816, when the fort
was rebuilt. At that time the bones of the victims of the massacre of 1812 still lay bleaching
upon the sands near the lake shore, but they

within and near
were undertaken
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Legislature was elected in 1814, con-

vening at Kaskaskia, Nov. 14. Menard was continued President of the Council during the whole
Territorial period; while George Fisher was
Speaker of each House, except the Second. The
county of Edwards was organized in 1814, and
White in 1815. Other counties organized under
the Territorial Government were Jackson, Monroe, Crawford and Pope in 1816; Bond in 1817,
and Franklin, Union and Washington in 1818,
making fifteen in all. Of these all but the
three last-named were organized previous to the
passage by Congress of the enabling act authorizing the Territory of Illinois to organize a State
government. In 1816 the Bank of Illinois wT as

Shawneetown, with branches at
Edwardsville and Kaskaskia.
Early Towns. —Besides the French villages in
the American Bottom, there is said to have been
a French and Indian village on the west bank of
Peoria Lake, as early as 1711. This site appears
to have been abandoned about 1775 and a new
established at
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village established on the present site of Peoria
soon after, which was maintained until 1812,

when

it

was broken up by Captain

Craig.

Other

early towns were Shawneetown, laid out in 1808
Belleville, established as the county -seat of St.
Clair County, in 1814; Edwardsville, founded in

Upper Alton, in 1816, and Alton, in 1818.
Carmi, Fairfield, Waterloo, Golconda, Lawrenceville, Mount Carmel and Vienna also belonged to
this period; while Jacksonville, Springfield and
Galena were settled a few years later. Chicago
is mentioned in "Beck's Gazetteer" of 1823, as "a
village of Pike County."
Admission as a State. The preliminary steps
for the admission of Illinois as a State, were taken
in the passage of an Enabling Act by Congress,
April 13, 1818. An important incident in this
connection was the amendment of the act, making the parallel of 42° 30' from Lake Michigan to
the Mississippi River the northern boundary,
instead of a line extending from the southern
extremity of the Lake. This was obtained
through the influence of Hon. Nathaniel Pope,
then Delegate from Illinois, and by it the State
secured a strip of country fifty-one miles in
width, from the Lake to the Mississippi, embracing what have since become fourteen of the most
populous counties of the State, including the city
of Chicago. The political, material and moral
results which have followed this important act,
have been the subject of much interesting discussion and cannot be easily over-estimated.
(See Northern Boundary Question; also Pope,
Nathaniel. )
1815;

—

Another measure of great importance, which Mr.
Pope secured, was a modification of the provision
of the Enabling Act requiring the appropriation of
five per cent of the proceeds from the sale of publands within the State, to the construction of
roads and canals. The amendment which he
secured authorizes the application of two-fifths
of this fund to the making of roads leading to the
State, but requires "the residue to be appropriated by the Legislature of the State for the
lic

encouragement of learning, of which one-sixth
part shall be exclusively bestowed on a college or
university." This was the beginning of that
system of liberal encouragement of education by
the General Government, which has been attended with such beneficent results in the younger
States, and has reflected so much honor upon the
Nation.
(See Education; Railroads, and Illinois
& Michigan Canal.
The Enabling Act required as a precedent condition that a census of the Territory, to be taken

show a population of 40,000.
was shown, but it is now confessed
that the number was greatly exaggerated, the
that year, should

Such a

result

true population, as afterwards given, being 34,020.
According to the decennial census of 1820, the
population of the State at that time was 55,162.
If there

was any short-coming

1818, the State
its

in this respect in

has fully compensated for

unexampled growth

it

by

in later years.

An election of Delegates to a Convention to
frame a State Constitution was held July 6 to 8,
1818 (extending through three days), thirty-three
Delegates being chosen from the fifteen counties
of the State. The Convention met at Kaskaskia,
August 3, and organized by the election of Jesse
B. Thomas, President, and William C. Greenup,
Secretary, closing its labors, August 26. The
Constitution, which was modeled largely upon
the Constitutions of Kentucky, Ohio and Indiana,
was not submitted to a vote of the people. (See
Constitutional Conventions, especially Convention of 1818. ) Objection was made to its acceptance by Congress on the ground that the
population of the Territory was insufficient and
that the prohibition of slavery was not as explicit as required by the Ordinance of 1787; but
these arguments were overcome and the document accepted by a vote of 117 yeas to 34 nays.
The only officers whose election was provided for
by popular vote, were the Governor, LieutenantGovernor, Sheriffs, Coroners and County Commissioners.

The Secretary

of State, State Treasurer,

Auditor of Public Accounts, Public Printer and
Supreme and Circuit Judges were all appointive
either by the Governor or General Assembly.
The elective franchise was granted to all white
male inhabitants, above the age of 21 years, who
had resided in the State six months.

The

first

State

election

was held

Sept.

17,

Shadrach Bond
for Governor, and Pierre Menard, LieutenantGovernor. The Legislature, chosen at the same
time, consisted of thirteen Senators and twenty1818, resulting in the choice of

seven Representatives. It commenced its session
at Kaskaskia, Oct. 5, 1818, and adjourned after a
session of ten days, awaiting the formal admission of the State, which took place Dec. 3. A
second session of the same Legislature was held,
extending from Jan. 4 to March 31, 1819.
Risdon Moore was Speaker of the first House.
The other State officers elected at the first session were Elijah C. Berry, Auditor John Thomas,
Treasurer, and Daniel P. Cook, Attorney -General.
Elias Kent Kane, having been appointed Secretary of State by the Governor, was confirmed by
;
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which met at Vandalia, Dec. 4,
was passed establishing a State Bank
at Vandali^, with branches at Shawneetown,
Edwardsville and Brownsville. John McLean,
who had been the first Representative in Congress, was Speaker of the House at this session.
He was twice elected to the United States Senate,
though he served only about two years, dying in

Ex-Governor Edwards and Jesse B.
elected United States Senators, the
former drawing the short term and serving one
Thomas served
year, when he was re-elected.
two terms, retiring in 1829. The first Supreme
Court consisted of Joseph Phillips, Chief Justice,
with Thomas C. Browne, William P. Foster and
John Reynolds, Associate Justices. Foster, who
was a mere adventurer without any legal knowledge, left the State in a few months and was
succeeded by William Wilson. (See State Officers,
United States Senators, and Judiciary.)
Menard, who served as Lieutenant-Governor
four years, was a noteworthy man. A native of
Canada and of French descent, he came to Kaskaskia in 1790, at the age of 24 years, and
engaged in mercantile pursuits. He was hospitable, frank, liberal and enterprising. The following story related of him illustrates a pleasant feature of his character: "At one time there
was a scarcity of salt in the country, and Menard

Assembly,

the Senate.

Thomas were

1820, a bill

(See State Bank.)
Introduction of the Slavery Question.
The second State election, which occurred in

1830.

A

what they wanted he declined to let them know
whether he could supply them or not, but told
them to come to his store on a certain day, when
he would inform them. They came at the time
Menard passed
appointed, and were seated.
around among them and inquired of each, 'You
got money?' Some said they had and some that
they had not, but would pay as soon as they
Those who had money he
killed their hogs.
;

room and those who had none, on the other. Of
course, those who had the means expected to get
the salt and the others looked very much distressed and crestfallen. Menard then spoke up
in his brusque way, and said, 'You men who got
de money, can go to St. Louis for your salt.
got no money shall have my
Such was the man noble-hearted
and large-minded, if unpolished and uncouth."
(See Menard, Pierre.
Removal of the Capital to Vandalia.
At the second session of the General Assembly,
five Commissioners were appointed to select a

Dese poor
salt,

by

men who

—

gar.'

—

new

site for

the State Capital.

city of Vandalia

was

What

is

now

the

December,
1820, the entire archives of the State were removed to the new capital, being transported in
one small wagon, at a cost of §25.00, under the
supervision of the late Sidney Breese, w ho afterwards became United States Senator and Justice
selected, and, in

T

Supreme Court. (See State Capitals.
During the session of the Second General

of the

—

August, 1822, proved the beginning of a turbulent period through the introduction of some
exciting questions into State politics. There
were four candidates for gubernatorial honors in
the field Chief- Justice Phillips, of the Supreme
Court, supported by the friends of Governor
Bond; Associate-Justice Browne, of the same
court, supported by the friends of Governor
Edwards; Gen. James B. Moore, a noted Indian
fighter and the candidate of the "Old Rangers,"
and Edward Coles. The latter was a native of
Virginia, who had served as private secretary of
President Monroe, and had been employed as a
special messenger to Russia.
He had made two
visits to Illinois, the first in 1815 and the second
in 1818. The Convention to form a State Constitution being in session at the date of the latter
visit, he took a deep interest in the discussion of
the slavery question and exerted his influence in
securing the adoption of the prohibitory article
On April 1, 1819, he started
in the organic law.
from his home in Virginia to remove to Edwardsville, 111., taking with him his ten slaves.
The
journey from Brownsville, Pa., was made in
two flat-boats to a point below Louisville, where
he disembarked, traveling by land to Edwardsville.
While descending the Ohio River he surprised his slaves by announcing that they were
:

held the only supply outside of St. Louis.
number of his neighbors called upon him for

directed to range themselves on one side of the
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.

free.
The scene, as described by himself, was
most dramatic. Having declined to avail them-

selves of the privilege of leaving him, he took

them with him

to

his

destination,

where he

eventually gave each head of a family 100 acres
of land.
Arrived at Edwardsville, he assumed
the position of Register of the Land Office, to
which he had been appointed by President Monroe, before leaving Virginia.

The act of Coles with reference to his slaves
reputation as an opponent of
slavery, and it was in this attitude that he stood
as a candidate for Governor both Phillips and
Browne being friendly to "the institution,"
which had had a virtual existence in the "Illinois
Country" from the time Renault brought 500
established his

—
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slaves to the vicinity of Kaskaskia, one hun-

dred years before. Although the Constitution
declared that "neither slavery nor involuntary
servitude shall hereafter be introduced into the
State," this had not been effectual in eliminating
it.
In fact, while this language was construed,
so long as it remained in the Constitution, as
prohibiting legislation authorizing the admission
of slaves from without, it was not regarded as
inimical to the institution as it already existed
and, as the population came largely from the
slave States, there had been a rapidly growing
sentiment in favor of removing the inhibitory
clause.
Although the pro-slavery party was
divided between two candidates for Governor,
it had hardly contemplated the possibility of
defeat, and it was consequently a surprise when
the returns showed that Coles was elected, receiving 2,854 votes to 2, 687 for Phillips, 2,443 for
-

Browne and

622

for

being 167 in a total of

Moore
8,606.

— Coles'

plurality
Coles thus became

less than one-third of the popular
Daniel P. Cook, who had made the race
for Congress at the same election against
McLean, as an avowed opponent of slavery, was
successful by a majority of 876.
(See Coles,
Edward; also Cook, Daniel Pope. )
The real struggle was now to occur in the LegisThe House
lature, which met Dec. 2, 1822.
organized with William M. Alexander as Speaker,
while the Senate elected Thomas Lippincott
(afterwards a prominent Presbyterian minister
and the father of the late Gen. Charles E. Lippincott), Secretary, and Henry S. Dodge, Enrolling
and Engrossing Clerk. The other State officers
appointed by the Governor, or elected by the
Legislature, were Samuel D. Lockwood, Secretary
of State; Elijah C. Berry, Auditor; Abner Field,
Treasurer, and James Turney, Attorney-General.
Lockwood had served nearly two years previously
as Attorney-General, but remained in the office
of Secretary of State only three months, when he
resigned to accept the position of Receiver for
the Land Office. (See Lockwood, Samuel Drake. )
The slavery question came up in the Legislature on the reference to a special committee of a
portion of the Governor's message, calling attention to the continued existence of slavery in spite
of the ordinance of 1787, and recommending that
steps be taken for its extinction. Majority and
minority reports were submitted, the former
claiming the right of the State to amend its Constitution and thereby make such disposition of
the slaves as it saw proper. Out of this grew a
resolution submitting to the electors at the next

Governor on
vote.

election a proposition for a convention to revise
the Constitution. This passed the Senate by the
necessary two-thirds vote, and, having come up
in the House (Feb. 11, 1823), it failed by a single
vote Nicholas Hansen, a Representative from
Pike County, whose seat had been unsuccessfully
contested by John Shaw at the beginning of the
session, being one of those voting in the negative.
The next day, without further investigation, the
majority proceeded to reconsider its action in
seating Hansen two and a half months previously, and Shaw was seated in his place though,
in order to do this, some crooked work was necessary to evade the rules. Shaw being seated,
the submission resolution was then passed. No
more exciting campaign was ever had in Illinois.
Of five papers then published in the State, "The
Edwardsville Spectator," edited by Hooper
Warren, opposed the measure, being finally reinforced by "The Illinois Intelligencer," which had
been removed to Vandalia; "The Illinois Gazette," at Shawneetown, published articles on
both sides of the question, though rather favoring
the anti-slavery cause, while "The Republican
Advocate," at Kaskaskia, the organ of Senator
Elias Kent Kane, and "The Republican," at
Edwardsville, under direction of Judge Theophilus W. Smith, Emanuel J. West and Judge
Samuel McRoberts (afterwards United States
Senator), favored the Convention. The latter
paper was established for the especial purpose of
supporting the Convention scheme and was
promptly discontinued on the defeat of the measure.
(See Newspapers, Early.) Among other
supporters of the Convention proposition were
Senator Jesse B. Thomas, John McLean, Richard

—

;

Phillips, Browne and Reynolds,
Supreme Court, and many more; while

M. Young, Judges
of the

among

the leading champions of the opposition,
were Judge Lockwood, George Forquer (afterward Secretary of State), Morris Birkbeck, George
Churchill, Thomas Mather and Rev. Thomas Lip-

Daniel P. Cook, then Representative in
was the leading champion of freedom
on the stump, while Governor Coles contributed
the salary of his entire term ($4,000), as well as
his influence, to the support of the cause.
Governor Edwards (then in the Senate) was the owner
of slaves and occupied a non-committal position.
The election was held August 2, 1824, resulting in
4,972 votes for a Convention, to 6,640 against it,
defeating the proposition by a majority of 1,668.
Considering the size of the aggregate vote
By it
(11,612), the result was a decisive one.
Illinois escaped the greatest danger it ever en-

pincott.

Congress,
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countered previous to the War of the Rebellion.
(See Slavery and Slave Laics.
At the same election Cook was re-elected to
Congress by 3,016 majority over Shadrach Bond.
The vote for President was divided between John
Quincy Adams, Andrew Jackson, Henry Clay
and William H. Crawford— Adams receiving a
plurality, but much below a majority. The Electoral College failing to elect a President, the
decision of the question passed into the hands of
the

Congressional

House of

Representatives,

when Adams was

elected, receiving the vote of

Illinois through its

only Representative, Mr. Cook.

During the remainder of his term, Governor
Coles

was made the victim of much vexatious

hands of his enemies, a verdict
being rendered against him in the sum of $2,000
for bringing his emancipated negroes into the
The LegisState, in violation of the law of 1819.
lature having passed an act releasing him from
the penalty, it was declared unconstitutional by
a malicious Circuit Judge, though his decision
was promptly reversed by the Supreme Court.
Having lived a few years on his farm near
Edwardsville, in 1832 he removed to Philadelphia,
where he spent the remainder of his days, his
death occurring there, July 7, 1868. In the face
of opprobrium and defamation, and sometimes in
danger of mob violence, Governor Coles performed a service to the State which has scarcely
litigation at the

(See Coles, Edward.)
yet been fully recognized.
ridiculous incident of the closing year of
Coles' administration was the attempt of Lieut.

A

Gov. Frederick Adolphus Hubbard, after having
power during the
Governor's temporary absence from the State, to
usurp the position after the Governor's return.
The ambitious aspirations of the would-be usurper
were suppressed by the Supreme Court.
An interesting event of the year 1825, was the
He
visit of General La Fayette to Kaskaskia.
was welcomed in an address by Governor Coles,
and the event was made the occasion of much
festivity by the French citizens of the ancient
tasted the sweets of executive

La Fayette, Visit of .)
State House at Vandalia having been
destroyed by fire, Dec. 9, 1823, a new one was
erected during the following year at a cost of
$12,381.50, toward which the people of Vandalia
capital.

The

(See

first

contributed 55,000.

Edwards' Administration. —The State
in again calling

elec-

Ninian
Edwards to the gubernatorial chair, which he
had filled during nearly the whole of the existence of Illinois as a Territory. Elected one of the

tion of

1826 resulted
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first United States Senators, and re-elected for a
second term in 1819, he had resigned this office in
1824 to accept the position of Minister to Mexico,
by appointment of President Monroe. Having
become involved in a controversy with William
H. Crawford, Secretary of the Treasury, he
resigned the Mexican mission, and, after a period
of retirement to private life for the first time
after he came to Illinois, he appealed to the
people of the State for endorsement, with the
result stated.
His administration was uneventful except for the "Winnebago War," which
caused considerable commotion on the frontier,
without resulting in much bloodshed. Governor
Edwards was a fine specimen of the "old school
gentleman" of that period dignified and polished
in his manners, courtly and precise in his address,
proud and ambitious, with a tendency to the
despotic in his bearing in consequence of having
been reared in a slave State and his long connection with the executive office.
His early education had been under the direction of the
celebrated William Wirt, between whom and
himself a close friendship existed. He was
wealthy for the time, being an extensive landowner as well as slave-holder and the proprietor of

—

stores

and

mills,

which were managed by agents,

heavily by bad debts. He was for
many years a close friend of Hooper Warren, the
pioneer printer, furnishing the material with
which the latter published his papers at Springfield and Galena.
At the expiration of his term
of office near the close of 1830, he retired to his
home at Belleville, where, after making an unsuccessful campaign for Congress in 1832, in
which he was defeated by Charles Slade, he
died of cholera, July 20, 1833. (See Edwards,
Ninian.)
William Kinney, of Belleville, who was a candidate for Lieutenant-Governor on the ticket
opposed to Edwards, was elected over Samuel M.
Thompson. In 1830, Kinney became a candidate
for Governor but was defeated by John Reynolds,
known as the "Old Ranger." One of the arguments used against Kinney in this campaign was
that, in the Legislature of 1823, he was one of
three members who voted against the Illinois &
Michigan Canal, on the ground that "it (the
canal) would make an opening for the Yankees
to come to the country."
During Edwards' administration the first steps
were taken towards the erection of a State penitentiary at Alton, funds therefor being secured
by the sale of a portion of the saline lands in Gal-

but he

lost

latin County. (See Alton Penitentiary.)

The

first
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Commissioners having charge of its construction
were Shadrach Bond, William P. McKee and
Dr. Gershom Jayne the last-named the father of
Dr. William Jayne of Springfield, and father-inlaw of the late Senator Lyman Trumbull.

—

Governor Reynolds— Black Hawk War. —

The election of 1830

resulted in the choice of

John

Reynolds for Governor over William Kinney, by
a majority of 3,899, in a total vote of 49,051,
while Zadoc Casey, the candidate on the Kinney
(See
ticket, was elected Lieutenant-Governor.

The most important event of Reynolds' administration was the "Black-Hawk War." Eight
thousand militia were called out during this war
to reinforce 1,500 regular troops, the final result
being the driving of 400 Indians wr esj of the Mis-

Rock

Island, which had been the favorpoint of the Indians for generations,
was the central point at the beginning of this
war. It is impossible to give the details of this
complicated struggle, which was protracted
ite rallying

through two campaigns (1831 and 1832), though
there was no fighting worth speaking of except
in the last, and no serious loss to the whites in

and defeat of Stillman's
Beardstown was the base of operations in each of these campaigns, and that city
has probably never witnessed such scenes of
bustle and excitement since. The Indian village
at Rock Island was destroyed, and the fugitives,
after being pursued through Northern Illinois
and Southwestern Wisconsin without being
allowed to surrender, were driven beyond the
Mississippi in a famishing condition and with
spirits completely broken.
Galena, at that time
the emporium of the "Lead Mine Region," and

that, except the surprise

command.

the largest town in the State north of Springfield,
was the center of great excitement, as the war
was waged in the region surrounding it. (See
Black Hawk War.) Although cool judges have
not regarded this campaign as reflecting honor
upon either the prowess or the magnanimity of
the whites, it was remarkable for the number of
those connected with it whose names afterwards
became famous in the history of the State and
the Nation. Among them were two who afterwards became Presidents of the United States
Col. Zachary Taylor of the regular army, and

Abraham

Lincoln, a Captain in the State militia
Jefferson Davis, then a Lieutenant in
the regular army and afterwards head of the

— besides

Hit

Southern Confederacy; three subsequent Governors Duncan, Carlin and Ford besides Governor Reynolds, who at that time occupied the

—

;

;

others.

Under the census

Reynolds, John.)

sissippi.

gubernatorial chair; James Semple, afterwards
United States Senator John T. Stuart, Lincoln's
law preceptor and partner, and later a Member
of Congress, to say nothing of many others, who, in
after years, occupied prominent positions as members of Congress, the Legislature or otherwise.
Among the latter were Gen. John J. Hardin;
the late Joseph Gillespie, of Edwardsville; Col.
John Dement
William Thomas of Jacksonville; Lieut. -Col. Jacob Fry; Henry Dodge and

—

entitled to three

instead of one, by

of

1830,

became

Illinois

Representatives

in Congress

whom it had

been represented
admission as a State. Lieutenant-Governor Casey, having been elected to
the Twenty-third Congress for the Second District under the new apportionment, on March 1,
1833, tendered his resignation of the LieutenantGovernorship, and was succeeded by William L.
D. Ewing, Temporary President of the Senate.
{See Apportionment, Congressional; Casey, Zadoc,
and Representatives in Congress.) Within two
weeks of the close of his term (Nov. 17, 1834),
Governor Reynolds followed the example of his
associate in office by resigning the Governorship
to accept the seat in Congress for the First (or
Southern) District, which had been rendered
vacant by the death of Hon. Charles Slade, the
incumbent in office, in July previous.
This
opened the way for a new promotion of acting
Lieutenant-Governor Ewing, who thus had the
distinction of occupying the gubernatorial office
for the brief space of two weeks. (See Reynolds,
John, and Slade, Charles.)
Ewing probably held a greater variety of
offices under the State, than any other man who
Repeatedly elected to each
ever lived in it.
branch of the General Assembly, he more than
once filled the chair of Speaker of the House and
President of the Senate served as Acting Lieutenant-Governor and Governor by virtue of the

from the date of

its

;

resignation of his superiors;

was United

States

Senator from 1835 to 1837; still later became
Clerk of the House where he had presided as
Speaker, finally, in 1843, being elected Auditor of
Public Accounts, and dying in that office three
years later. In less than twenty years, he held
eight or ten different offices, including the highest in the State. (See Ewing, William Lee Davidson.)

Duncan's Administration.

—Joseph

Duncan,

who had

served the State as its only Representative in three Congresses, was elected Governor,
August, 1834, over four competitors William

—
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Kinney, Robert K. McLaughlin, James Evans
B. Archer.
(See Duncan, Joseph. )
His administration was made memorable by
the large number of distinguished men who
either entered public life at this period or gained
additional prominence by their connection with

and W.

public affairs.

Among

these were

Abraham

Lin-

coln and Stephen A. Douglas; Col. E. D. Baker,
who afterward and at different times represented
Illinois and Oregon in the councils of the Nation,

and who

fell at Ball's Bluff in 18G2; Orville H.
Browning, a prospective United States Senator

and future cabinet officer; Lieut. -Gov. John
Dougherty; Gen. James Shields, Col. John J.
Hardin, Archibald Williams, Cyrus and Ninian
W. Edwards; Dr. John Logan, father of Gen.
John A. Logan; Stephen T. Logan, and many
more.

During this administration was begun that
gigantic scheme of "internal improvements,"
which proved so disastrous to the financial interThe estimated cost of the
ests of the State.
various works undertaken, was over §11,000,000,
and though little of substantial value was realized, yet, in 1852, the debt (principal and interest) thereby incurred (including that of the
canal), aggregated nearly §17,000,000.
The collapse of the scheme was, no doubt, hastened by
the unexpected suspension of specie payments
by the banks all over the country, which followed
soon after its adoption. (See Internal Improvement Policy; also State Debt.)

—

Capital Removed to Springfield. At the
Assembly of 1836-37, an act
was passed removing the State capital to Springfield, and an appropriation of §50,000 was made to
erect a building to this amount the city of Springfield added a like sum, besides donating a site. In
securing the passage of these acts, the famous
"Long Nine," consisting of A. G. Herndon and
Job Fletcher, in the Senate and Abraham Lincoln, Ninian W. Edwards, John Dawson, Andrew
McCormick, Dan Stone, William F. Elkin and
Robert L. Wilson, in the House all Representatives from Sangamon County played a leading

session of the General

;

;

—
—
part.
The Murder op Lovejoy. — An event occurred

near the close of Governor Duncan's term, which
left a stain upon the locality, but for which his
administration had no direct responsibility; towit, the murder of Rev. Elijah P. Lovejoy, by a
pro-slavery mob at Alton. Lovejoy was a native
of Maine, who, coming to St. Louis in 1827, had
been employed upon various papers, the last
being "The St. Louis Observer." The outspoken
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hostility of this paper to slavery aroused a bitter
local opposition

which

Alton, where the

first

led

to

number

its

of

removal to
"The Alton
though not

Observer" was issued, Sept. 8, 1836,
and a considerable portion of the
material had been destroyed by a mob. On the
night of August 21, 1837, there was a second
destruction of the material, when a third press
having been procured, it was taken from the
warehouse and thrown into the Mississippi. A
fourth press was ordered, and, pending its
arrival, Lovejoy appeared before a public meeting of his opponents and, in an impassioned
address, maintained his right to freedom of
speech, declaring in conclusion: "If the civil
authorities refuse to protect me, I must look to
God and if I die, I have determined to make my
grave in Alton." These words proved prophetic.
The new press was stored in the warehouse of
Godfrey, Gillman & Co., on the night of Nov. 6,
1837.
A guard of sixty volunteers remained
about the building the next day, but when night
came all but nineteen retired to their homes.
During the night a mob attacked the building,
when a shot from the inside killed Lyman Bishop.
An attempt was then made by the rioters to fire
the warehouse by sending a man to the roof. To
dislodge the incendiary, Lovejoy, with two
others, emerged from the building, when two or
three men in concealment fired upon him, the
shots taking effect in a vital part of his body,
causing his death almost instantly. He was
buried the following day without an inquest.
Several of the attacking party and the defenders
of the building were tried for riot and acquitted
the former probably on account of popular
sympathy with the crime, and the latter because
they were guiltless of any crime except that of
defending private property and attempting to
preserve the law. The act of firing the fatal
shots has been charged upon two men a Dr.
Jennings and his comrade, Dr. Beall. The
former, it is said, was afterwards cut to pieces in
a bar-room fight in Vicksburg, Miss., while the
latter, having
been captured by Comanche
On the
Indians in Texas, was burned alive.
other hand, Lovejoy has been honored as a
martyr and the sentiments for which he died
have triumphed. (See Lovejoy, Elijah Parish;
also Alton Riots.)
Carlin Succeeds to the Governorship.
Duncan was succeeded by Gov. Thomas Carlin,
who was chosen at the election of 1838 over
Cyrus Edwards (a younger brother of Gov.
Ninian Edwards), who was the Whig candidate.
until one press

;

—

—

—
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The successful candidate for Lieutenant-Governor
was Stinson H. Anderson of Jefferson County.
(See Carlin, (Gov.) Thomas; Anderson, Stinson H.)
Among the members of the Legislature chosen
at this time we find the names of Orville H.

and a movement was started in the Legislature
to reorganize the Supreme Court, a majority of
whom were Whigs. The Democrats were not
unanimous in favor of the measure, but, after a
bitter struggle, it was adopted, receiving a bare

Browning, Robert Blackwell, George Churchill,
William G. Gatewood, Ebenezer Peck (of Cook
County), William A. Richardson, Newton Cloud,

five additional

K. Dubois, O. B. Ficklin, Vital Jarrot,
F. Thornton and Archibald
Williams all men of prominence in the subsequent history of the State. This was the last
Legislature that assembled at Vandalia, SpringThe
field becoming the capital, July 4, 1839.
corner-stone of the first State capitol at Springfield was laid with imposing ceremonies, July 4,
1837, Col. E. D. Baker delivering an eloquent
Its estimated cost was $130,000, but
address.
Jasse

John Logan, William

—

$240,000

was expended upon

it

before

its

com-

pletion.

incident of this campaign was the election
to Congress, after a bitter struggle, of John T.
Stuart over Stephen A. Douglas from the Third
Stuart
District, by a majority of fourteen votes.

was

re-elected in 1840, but in 1842 he

ceeded, under a

new apportionment, by

was
Col.

suc-

John

while Douglas, elected from the
Quincy District, then entered the National Councils for the first time.
Field-McClernand Contest.
An exciting
event connected with Carlin's administration was
the attempt to remove Alexander P. Field from
the office of Secretary of State, which he had
held since 1828. Under the Constitution of 1818,
this office was filled by nomination by the Governor "with the advice and consent of the
Senate."
Carlin nominated John A. McClernand to supersede Field, but the Senate refused to
confirm the nomination. After adjournment of
the Legislature, McClernand attempted to obtain
possession of the office by writ of quo warranto.
The Judge of a Circuit Court decided the case in
his favor, but this decision was overruled by the
Supreme Court. A special session having been
called, in November, 1840, Stephen A. Douglas,
then of Morgan County, was nominated and confirmed Secretary of State, but held the position
only a few months, when he resigned to accept a
place on the Supreme bench, being succeeded as
Secretary by Lyman Trumbull.
Supreme Court Revolutionized.
Certain
decisions of some of the lower courts about this
time, bearing upon the suffrage of aliens, excited
the apprehension of the Democrats, who had
heretofore been in political control of the State,
J.

Hardin,

—

—

this act

Judges were elected, viz. Thomas
Ford, Sidney Breese, Walter B. Scates, Samuel
all DemoH. Treat and Stephen A. Douglas
Mr. Ford, one of the new Judges, and
crats.
:

—

afterwards Governor, has characterized this step
as "a confessedly violent and somewhat revolutionary measure, which could never have succeeded except in times of great party excite-

ment."

The great Whig mass-meeting at Springfield,
was an incident of the political
campaign of that year. No such popular assemblage had ever been seen in the State before. It

in June, 1840,

—

estimated that 20,000 people nearly five per
cent of the entire population of the State were
present, including a large delegation from Chicago who marched overland, under command of
the late Ma j. -Gen. David Hunter, bearing with
them many devices so popular in that memorable
is

An

Under

majority of one in the House.

—

campaign.

—

Judge Thomas
Ford Elected Governor.
Ford became the Democratic candidate for Governor in 1842, taking the place on the ticket of
Col. Adam W. Snyder, who had died after nomination.
Ford was elected by more than 8,000
majority over ex-Governor Duncan, the Whig
candidate. John Moore, of McLean County (who
had been a member of the Legislature for several
terms and was afterwards State Treasurer),

was elected Lieutenant-Governor. (See Ford,
Thomas; Snyder, Adam W., and Moore, John.)
Embarrassing Questions. The failure of the
State and the Shawneetown banks, near the close
of Carlin's administration, had produced a condition of business depression that was felt all over
the State. At the beginning of Ford's administration, the State debt was estimated at §15, 657,-

—

950

—within

about one million of the highest
ever reached while the total population
was a little over half a million. In addition to
these drawbacks, the Mormon question became a
source of embarrassment. This people, after
having been driven from Missouri, settled at
point

it

—

Nauvoo, in Hancock County; they increased
rapidly in numbers, and, by the arrogant course
of their leaders and their odious doctrines
especially with reference to "celestial marriage,"
and their assumptions of authority aroused the
bitter hostility of neighboring communities not

—
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of their faith.

The popular indignation became

greatly intensified by the course of unscrupulous
politicians and the granting to the Mormons, by

the Legislature, of certain charters and special
Various charges were made against

privileges.

the obnoxious sect, including rioting, kidnaping, robbery, counterfeiting, etc., and the Governor called out the militia of the neighboring

counties to preserve the peace. Joseph Smith
the founder of the sect with his brother Hyrum
and three others, were induced to surrender to
the authorities at Carthage, on the 23d of June,
1844, under promise of protection of their perThen the charge was changed to treason
sons.
and they were thrown into jail, a guard of eight
men being placed about the building. A considerable portion of the militia had disbanded and
returned home, while others were openly hostile

—

On June 27 a band of 150
men attacked the jail, finding little
opposition among those set to guard it. In
to the prisoners.

disguised

the assault which followed both of the Smiths
wr ere killed, while John Taylor, another of

the prisoners, was wounded. The trial of the
murderers was a farce and they were acquitted.
A state of virtual war continued for a year,
in which Governor Ford's authority was openly
defied or treated with contempt by those whom
he had called upon to preserve the peace. In
the fall of 1845 the Mormons agreed to leave
the State, and the following spring the pilgrimage to Salt Lake began. Gen. John J. Hardin,
who afterward fell at Buena Vista, was twice
called

on by Governor Ford to head parties of

own party. (See
Mexican War. — A still more

he met from his

could be accepted.

this

demagogues

for

dishonest

episode has

left

a stigma

upon the name of more than one over-zealous antiMormon hero. (See Mormons: Smith, Joseph.)
Though Governor Ford's integrity and ability
in certain directions have not been questioned,
his administration was not a successful one,
largely on account of the conditions which prevailed at the time and the embarrassments which

of their respective

;

whom 86 were killed, and 182
dying of their wounds. Their loss
in killed was greater than that of any other
State, and the number of wounded only exceeded
by those from South Carolina and Pennsylvania.
was

6,123, of

wounded,

Among

and

The names

a high place in the annals of the State and the
Nation. Hardin was of an honorable Kentucky
family he had achieved distinction at the bar
and served in the State Legislature and in Congress, and his death on the battlefield of Buena
Vista was universally deplored.
(See Hardin,
John J.) Bissell afterward served with distinction in Congress and was the first Republican
Governor of Illinois, elected in 1856. Edward D.
Baker, then a Whig member of Congress, received authority to raise an additional regiment,
and laid the foundation of a reputation as broad
as the Nation. Two other regiments were raised
in the State "for the war" during the next year,
led respectively by Col. Edward W. B. Newby and
James Collins, beside four independent companies
of mounted volunteers.
The whole number of
volunteers furnished by Illinois in this conflict

struggle,

purposes,

tragic chapter

commanders— Cols. John J. Hardin, William H.
Bissell and Ferris Forman — have been accorded

man conducted

of by unscrupulous

Ford, Thomas.)

opened during the last year of Ford's administration, in the beginning of the war with Mexico.
Three regiments of twelve months' volunteers,
called for by the General Government from the
State of Illinois, were furnished with alacrity,
and many more men offered their services than

militia to restore order, while Gen.

Mason Braythe negotiations which resulted
in the promise of removal.
The great body of
the refugees spent the following winter at Council Bluffs, Iowa, arriving at Salt Lake in June
following.
Another considerable body entered
the service of the Government to obtain safe conduct and sustenance across the plains.
While
the conduct of the Mormons during their stay
at Nauvoo was, no doubt, very irritating and
often lawless, it is equally true that the disordered condition of affairs was taken advantage

2G5

12

other Illinoisans

were Thomas

who

participated in this

William A.
Richardson, J. L. D. Morrison, Murray F. Tuley
and Charles C. P. Holden, while still others,
either in the ranks or in subordinate positions,
received the "baptism of fire" which prepared

them

L.

Harris,

commanders of corps,
and regiments during the War
of the Rebellion, including such names as John
A. Logan, Richard J. Oglesby, Benjamin M.
Prentiss, James D. Morgan, W. H. L. Wallace
(who fell at Pittsburg Landing), Stephen G.
Hicks, Michael K. Lawler, Leonard F. Ross,
Isham N. Haynie, Theophilus Lyle Dickey,
Dudley Wickersham, Isaac C. Pugh, Thomas H.
to

win

distinction as

divisions, brigades

Flynn,

J. P. Post,

Nathaniel Niles,

W.

R. Morri-

and others. (See Mexican War.)
French's Administration-Massac Rebellion.
—Except for the Mexican War, which was still
in progress, and acts of mob violence in certain
portions of the State especially by a band of self-

son,

—
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styled "regulators" in Pope and Massac Counties
the administration of Augustus C. French,

—

which began with the close of the year 1846, was
a quiet one. French was elected at the previous
August election by a vote of 58,700 to 36,775 for
Thomas M. Kilpatrick, the Whig candidate, and
5,112 for Richard Eels, the Free-Soil (or Abolition) candidate.

The Whigs held

their first State

Convention this year for the nomination of a
State ticket, meeting at Peoria. At the same
election Abraham Lincoln was elected to Congress, defeating Peter Cartwright, the famous
pioneer Methodist preacher, who was the Democratic candidate.

At the

session of the Legisla-

ture which followed, Stephen A. Douglas was
elected to the United States Senate as successor
to James Semple.

—

New Convention Movement.
Governor
French was a native of New Hampshire, born
August 2, 1808; he had practiced his profession
as a lawyer in Crawford County, had been a
member of the Tenth and Eleventh General
Assemblies and Receiver of the Land Office at
Palestine. The State had now begun to recover
from the depression caused by the reverses of
1837 and subsequent years, and for some time its
growth in population had been satisfactory. The
old Constitution, however, had been felt to be a
hampering influence, especially in dealing with
the State debt, and, as early as 1842, the question
of a State Convention to frame a new Constitution had been submitted to popular vote, but was
defeated by the narrow margin of 1,039 votes.
The Legislature of 1844-45 adopted a resolution
for resubmission, and at the election of 1846 it
was approved by the people by a majority of
35,326 in a total vote of 81,352.
The State then
contained ninety-nine counties, with an aggregate
population of 662, 150. The assessed valuation of
property one year later was §92,206,493, while
the State debt was §16,661,795 or more than
eighteen per cent of the entire assessed value of
the property of the State.

—

—

Constitutional Convention of 1847.
The
election of members of a State Convention to
form a second Constitution for the State of Illinois, was held April 19, 1847.
Of one hundred
and sixty-two members chosen, ninety-two were
Democrats, leaving seventy members to all
shades of
the opposition. The Convention
assembled at Springfield, June 7, 1847; it was
-organized by the election of Newton Cloud, Per-

manent President, and concluded its labors after
a session of nearly three months, adjourning
August 31. The Constitution was submitted to

a vote of the people, March 6, 1848, and was ratiby 59,887 votes in its favor to 15,859 against.
A special article prohibiting free persons of color
from settling in the State was adopted by 49,060
votes for, to 20,883 against it; and another, providing for a two-mill tax, by 41,017 for, to 30,586
against.
The Constitution went into effect April
fied

1,

(See Constitutions; also Constitutional

1848.

Convention of

1847.

The provision imposing a special two-mill tax,
to be applied to the payment of the State indebtedness, was the means of restoring the State
while that prohibiting the immigration
accordance
with the spirit of the times, brought upon the
State much opprobrium and was repudiated
with emphasis during the War of the Rebellion.
The demand for retrenchment, caused by the
financial depression following the wild legislation
of 1837, led to the adoption of many radical provisions in the new Constitution, some of which
were afterward found to be serious errors opening the way for grave abuses. Among these
was the practical limitation of the biennial sessions of the General Assembly to forty-two days,
while the per diem of members was fixed at two
credit,

of free persons of color, though in

dollars.

fixed at

absurdly
§1,500;

The salaries of State officers were also
what would now be recognized as an
low

figure, that

of

Supreme Court Judges,

Governor being
§1,200 each; Cir-

cuit Judges, §1,000; State Auditor, §1,000; Secretary of State, and State Treasurer, §800 each.
Among less objectionable provisions were those
restricting the right of suffrage to white male
citizens above the age of 21 years, which excluded
(except as to residents of the State at the time of
the adoption of the Constitution) a class of
unnaturalized foreigners who had exercised the
privilege as "inhabitants" under the Constitution of 1818; providing for the election of all
State, judicial and county officers by popular
vote; prohibiting the State from incurring in-

debtedness in excess of §50,000 without a special
vote of the people, or granting the credit of the
State in aid of any individual association or corporation; fixing the date of the State election
on the Tuesday after the first Monday in November in every fourth year, instead of the firs*''
Monday in August, as had been the rule under
the old Constitution. The tenure of office of all
State officers was fixed at four years, except that
of State Treasurer, which was made two years,
and the Governor alone was made ineligible to

immediate

The number of members
Assembly was fixed at twenty-five

re-election.

of the General
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and seventy-five in the House,

in the Senate

certain

a

to

subject

when

crease

the

specified

population

ratio

should

of

in-

exceed

1,000,000.

As the Constitution of 1818 had been modeled
upon the form then most popular in the Southern
especially with reference to the large
States
number of officers made appointive by the Governor, or elective by the Legislature so the new
Constitution was, in some of its features, more in
harmony with those of other Northern States,
and indicated the growing influence of New Eng-

—

—

land sentiment. This was especially the case
with reference to the section providing for a system of township organization in the several
counties of the State at the pleasure of a majority
of the voters of each county.

—

Elections of 1848. Besides the election for
the ratification of the State Constitution, three
other State elections were held in 1848, viz.: (1)
for the election of State officers in August; (2)
an election of Judges in September, and (3) the
Presidential election in November. At the first
of these, Governor French, whose first term had
been cut short two years by the adoption of the
new Constitution, was re-elected for a second
term, practically without opposition, the vote
against him being divided between Pierre Menard

French thus became his
Governor
to be re-elected, and, though two years of his
first term had been cut off by the adoption of the

and Dr.

own

C.

V. Dyer.

successor, being the first Illinois

Constitution,

he

served

in

the

gubernatorial

The other State officers elected,
were William McMurtry, of Knox, LieutenantGovernor; HoraceS. Cooley, of Adams, Secretary
of State; Thomas H. Campbell, of Randolph,
Auditor; and Milton Carpenter, of Hamilton,
all Democrats,
and all but
State Treasurer
McMurtry being their own successors. At the
Presidential election in November, the electoral
vote was given to Lewis Cass, the Democratic
office six years.

—

who

received 56,300 votes, to 53,047
Whig candidate, and 15,774 for
Martin Van Buren, the candidate of the Free
Democracy or Free-Soil party. Thus, for the first
time in the history of the State after 1824, the
Democratic candidate for President failed to
receive an absolute majority of the popular vote,

candidate,

for Taylor, the

being in a minority of 12,521, while having a
The
plurality over the Whig candidate of 3,253.
only noteworthy results in the election of Congressmen this year were the election of Col. E. D.
Baker (Whig), from the Galena District, and
that of Maj. Thomas L.Harris (Democrat), from
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the Springfield District. Both Baker and Harris
had been soldiers in the Mexican War, which
probably accounted for their election in Districts
usually opposed to them politically. The other
five Congressmen elected from the State at the

same time — including John Wentworth, then
chosen for a fourth term from the Chicago Diswere Democrats. The Judges elected to
the Supreme bench were Lyman Trumbull, from
the Southern Division Samuel H. Treat, from
the Central, and John Dean Caton, from the
Northern all Democrats.
A leading event of this session was the election
of a United States Senator in place of Sidney
Breese.
Gen. James Shields, who had been
severely wounded on the battle-field of Cerro
Gordo; Sidney Breese, who had been the United
States Senator for six years, and John A. McClernand, then a member of Congress, were
arrayed against each other before the Democratic
caucus. After a bitter contest, Shields was
declared the choice of his party and was finally
elected.
He did not immediately obtain his seat,
however. On presentation of his credentials,
after a heated controversy in Congress and out of
it, in which he injudiciously assailed his predecessor in very intemperate language, he was
declared ineligible on the ground that, being of
foreign birth, the nine years of citizenship
trict

—

;

—

required by the Constitution after naturalization
had not elapsed previous to his election. In
October, following, the Legislature was called
together in special session, and, Shields' disabil-

having now been removed by the expiration

ity

was re-elected,
though not without a renewal of the bitter contest of the regular session.
Another noteworthy
event of this special session was the adoption of
a joint resolution favoring the principles of the
"Wilmot Proviso." Although this was rescinded
at the next regular session, on the ground that the
points at issue had been settled in the Compromise measures of 1850, it indicated the drift of
sentiment in Illinois toward opposition to the
spread of the institution of slavery, and this was
still more strongly emphasized by the election of
of the constitutional period, he

Abraham Lincoln in 1860.
Illinois Central Railroad. — Two important
measures which passed the General Assembly at
the session of 1851, were the Free-Banking Law,
and the act incorporating the Illinois Central
Railroad Company. The credit of first suggesting this great thoroughfare has been claimed for
William Smith Waite, a citizen of Bond County,
111.
as early as 1835, although a special charter
,

HISTOKICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS

268

for a road over a part of this line had been passed
by the Legislature in 183-4. W. K. Ackerman, in
his "Historical Sketch" of the Illinois Central
Railroad, awards the credit of originating this
enterprise to Lieut. -Gov. Alexander M. Jenkins,
in the Legislature of 1832, of which, he was a
member, and Speaker of the House at the time.
He afterwards became President of the first Illinois Central Railroad Company, organized under
an act passed at the session of 1836, which provided for the construction of a line from Cairo to
Peru, 111., but resigned the next year on the surrender by the road of its charter. The first step
toward legislation in Congress on this subject
was taken in the introduction, by Senator Breese,

of a bill in March, 1843; but

it

was not

until 1850

that the measure took the form of a direct grant
of lands to the State, finally passing the Senate
in May,

and the House

in September, following.

offices, respectively,

Buckner

were James

L. D. Morrison,

and Francis
John A. Logan appeared among the new
members of the House chosen at this election as
a Representative from Jackson County; while
Henry W. Blodgett, since United States District
Judge for the Northern District of Illinois, and
late Counsel of the American Arbitrators of the
Behring Sea Commissiop, was the only Free-Soil
member, being the Representative from Lake
County. John Reynolds, who had been Governor, a Justice of the Supreme Court and Member of Congress, was a member of the House and
was elected Speaker.
(See Webb, Edwin B.;
S.

Morris, Charles A. Betts

Arenz.

Knowlton, Dexter A.; Koerner, Gustavus; Starne,
Alexander; Moore, John; Morrison, James L. D.;
Morris, Buckner S.; Arenz, Francis A.; Blodgett

Henry W.)
Reduction

of

State

Debt

Begins.

—The

The act ceded

to the State of Illinois, for the purpose of aiding in the construction of a line of

State debt reached its maximum at the beginning
of Matteson's administration, amounting to

from the junction of the Ohio and Miswith branches to Chicago and Dubuque,
Iowa, respectively, alternate sections of land on
each side of said railroad, aggregating 2,595,000
acres, the length of the main line and branches
exceeding seven hundred miles. An act incorpo-

$16,724,177, of

railroad
sissippi,

rating the Illinois Central Railroad Company
passed the Illinois Legislature in February, 1851.

The company was thereupon promptly organized
with a. number of New York capitalists at its
head, including Robert Schuyler, George Griswold and Gouverneur Morris, and the grant was
placed in the hands of trustees to be used for the
designated, under the pledge of the
Company to build the road by July 4, 1854, and

purpose

pay seven per cent of its gross earnings into
the State Treasury perpetually. A large proportion of the line was constructed through sections
of country either sparsely settled or wholly
unpopulated, but which have since become
among the richest and most populous portions of
the State. The fund already received by the State
from the road exceeds the amount of the State
debt incurred under the internal improvement
scheme of 1837. (See Illinois Central Railroad.)
to

Election of 1852.— Joel A. Matteson (Demowas elected Governor at the November

crat)

election, in 1852, receiving 80,645 votes to 64,405

for

Edwin

B.

Webb, Whig, and 8,809 for Dexter
The other State officers

A. Knowlton, Free-Soil.

were Gustavus Koerner, LieutenantGovernor Alexander Starne, Secretary of State
Thomas H. Campbell, Auditor and John Moore,
Treasurer. The Whig candidates for these

elected,

;

;

which §7,259,822 was canal debt.
The State had now entered upon a new and prosperous period, and, in the next four years, the
debt was reduced by the sum of §4,564,840,
leaving the amount outstanding, Jan. 1, 1857,
§12,834,144.
The three State institutions at
Jacksonville
the Asylums for the Deaf and
Dumb, the Blind and Insane— had been in successful operation several years, but now internal

—

dissensions and dissatisfaction with their management seriously interfered with their prosperity
and finally led to revolutions which, for a time,

impaired their usefulness.

Kansas-Nebraska Excitement.

— During Mat-

teson's administration a period of political ex-

citement began, caused by the introduction in
the United States Senate, in January,' 1854, by
Senator Douglas, of Illinois, of the bill for the
repeal of the Missouri Compromise otherwise
known as the Kansas-Nebraska Bill. Although
this belongs rather to National history, the
prominent part played in it by an Illinois statesman who had won applause three or four years
before, by the service he had performed in securing the passage of the Illinois Central Railroad
grant, and the effect which his course had in
revolutionizing the politics of the State, justifies
reference to it here. After a debate, almost
unprecedented in bitterness, it became a law,

—

May

1854.
The agitation in Illinois was
At Chicago, Douglas was practically
denied a hearing. Going to Springfield, where
the State Fair was in progress, during the first
week of October, 1854, he made a speech in the
30,

intense.
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State Capitol in his defense. This was replied to
by Abraham Lincoln, then a private citizen, to

whom
also

Douglas made a rejoinder.

made

Speeches were

in criticism of Douglas' position by

Judges Breese and Trumbull (both of whom had
been prominent Democrats), and other Democratic leaders were understood to be ready to
assail the champion of the Kansas-Nebraska Bill,
though they afterwards reversed their position
under partisan pressure and became supporters of
the measure. The first State Convention of the
opponents of the Nebraska Bill was held at the
same time, but the attendance was small and the
attempt to effect a permanent organization was
not successful. At the session of the Nineteenth
General Assembly, which met in January, following, Lyman Trumbull was chosen the first
Republican United States Senator from Illinois,
in place of General Shields, whose term was about
to expire. Trumbull was elected on the tenth
ballot,

receiving fifty-one votes

to forty-seven

Governor Matteson, though Lincoln had led
on the Republican side at every previous ballot,
and on the first had come within six votes of an
Although he was then the choice of a
election.

for

large majority of the opposition to the
cratic candidate,

Demo-

when Lincoln saw

that the
original supporters of Trumbull would not cast
their votes for himself, he generously insisted
that his friends should support his rival, thus
determining the result. (See Matteson, Joel A.;
Trumbull, Lyman, and Lincoln, Abraham.)

Decatur Editorial Convention. — On

Feb.

occurred the convention of Anti-Nebraska (Republican) editors at Decatur, which
proved the first effective step in consolidating
the opposition to the Kansas-Nebraska Bill into a

22,

1856,

compact

political organization.

The main

busi-

ness of this convention consisted in the adoption
of a series of resolutions denning the position of
their authors on National questions

— especially
—

with reference to the institution of slavery and
appointing a State Convention to be held at
Bloomington, May 29, following. A State Cen-

Committee to represent the new party was
"With two or
three exceptions the Committeemen accepted and
joined in the call for the State Convention, which
was held at the time designated, when the first
Republican State ticket was put in the field.

who was one

coln,

The candidates put in nomination for State offices
were: William H. Bissell for Governor Francis
A. Hoffman for Lieutenant-Governor (afterward
replaced by John Wood on account of Hoffman's
ineligibility)
Ozias M. Hatch for Secretary of
State; Jesse K. Dubois for Auditor; James H.
Miller for State Treasurer, and William H. Powell
The
for Superintendent of Public Instruction.
Democratic ticket was composed of William A.
;

;

Richardson for Governor; R. J. Hamilton, Lieutenant-Governor; W. H. Snyder, Secretary of
State S. K. Casey, Auditor John Moore, Treas-'
urer, and J. H. St. Matthew, Superintendent of
Public Instruction. The American organization

nominated a ticket headed by Buckner S.
Morris for Governor. Although the Democrats
carried the State for Buchanan, their candidate
for President, by a plurality of 9,159, the entire
Republican State ticket was elected by pluralities
ranging from 3,031 to 20,213—the latter being the
majority for Miller, candidate for State Treasurer, whose name was on both the Republican and
American tickets. (See Anti-Nebraska. Editorial
Convention, and Bloomington Convention of
also

1856.

Administration

men who

participated

Governor

Bissell.

—

of Governor Bissell, the

Republican party entered upon the control of the
State Government, which was maintained without interruption until the close of the administration of Governor Fifer, in January, 1893 a period
of thirty-six years. On account of physical disability Bissell's inauguration took place in the

—

mansion, Jan. 12, 1857. He was
immediately made the object of virulent personal
abuse in the House, being charged with perjury
in taking the oath of office in face of the fact
that, while a member of Congress, he had accepted
a challenge to fight a duel with Jefferson Davis.

executive

To

this,

the reply was

made

that the offense

charged took place outside of the State and beIllinois.

the distinguished

of

With the inauguration

yond the

Convention were Abraham Lincoln, O. H.
Browning, Richard Yates, Owen Lovejoy, John
M. Palmer, Isaac N. Arnold and John Went
worth. Palmer presided, while Abraham Lin-

;

;

also appointed at this convention.

in this

was one

of the chief speakers,

of the delegates appointed to the National Convention, held at Philadelphia on the 17th of June.

tral

Among
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legal jurisdiction of the Constitution of

(See Bissell, William H.)
While the State continued to prosper under
most important
Bissell's administration, the

events of this period related rather to general
than to State policy. One of these was the delivery by Abraham Lincoln, in the Hall of Representatives, on the evening of June 17, 1858, of the
celebrated speech in which he announced the
doctrine that "a house divided against itself cannot stand." This was followed during the next
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few months by the series of memorable debates
between those two great champions of their
respective parties Lincoln and Douglas which
attracted the attention of the whole land. The
result was the re-election of Douglas to the
United States Senate for a third term, but it

—

also

—

made Abraham Lincoln

United

(See

States.

President of the
Lincoln and Douglas

Debates. )

About the middle of Bissell's term (February,
1859), came the discovery of what has since been
known as the celebrated "Canal Scrip Fraud."
This consisted in the fraudulent funding in State
bonds of a large amount of State scrip which had
been issued for temporary purposes during the
construction of the Illinois and Michigan Canal,
but which had been subsequently redeemed. A
legislative investigation proved the amount illegally funded to have been §223,182, and that the
bulk of the bonds issued therefor so far as they
could be traced had been delivered to ex-Gov.
Joel A. Matteson. For this amount, with accrued interest, he gave to the State an indemnity
bond, secured by real-estate mortgages, from
which the State eventually realized §238,000 out
of $255,000 then due. Further investigation
proved additional frauds of like character, aggregating $165,346, which the State never recovered.

—

—

An

attempt was made to prosecute Matteson

in the Sangamon County Circuit
Court, but the grand jury failed, by a close vote,

criminally

to find an indictment against him.

(See Canal

Scrip Fraud.

An attempt was made

during Bissell's adminis-

tration to secure the refunding (at par and in
violation of an existing law) of one hundred and

fourteen $1,000 bonds hypothecated with Macalis& Stebbins of New York in 1841, and for
which the State had received an insignificant

ter

The error was discovered when
had been issued, but
the process was immediately stopped and the
consideration.

new bonds

new bonds

for the principal

surrendered

—the

claimants

being

limited by law to 28.64 cents on the dollar. This
subject is treated at length elsewhere in this vol-

ume. (See Macalister & Stebbins Bonds. ) Governor
administration was otherwise uneventalthough the State continued to prosper
under it as it had not done since the "internal
improvement craze" of 1837 had resulted in imposing such a burden of debt upon it. At the
time of his election Governor Bissell was an
invalid in consequence of an injury to his spine,
from which he never recovered. He died in
office, March 18, 1860, a little over two months
Bissell's
ful,

upon the last year of his
term of office, and was succeeded by Lieut. -Gov.
John Wood, who served out the unexpired term.
(See Bissell, William H.; also Wood, John.)
Political Campaign of 1860. The political
campaign of 1860 was one of unparalleled excitement throughout the nation, but especially in
Illinois, which became, in a certain sense, the
after having entered

—

chief battle-ground, furnishing the successful
candidate for the Presidency, as well as being the
State in which the convention which nominated
him met. The Republican State Convention,
held at Decatur, May 9, put in nomination
Richard Yates of Morgan County, for Governor
Francis A. Hoffman for Lieutenant-Governor,
O. M. Hatch for Secretary of State, Jesse K.
Dubois for Auditor, William Butler for Treasurer,
and Newton Bateman for Superintendent of Public

Instruction.

campaign was memorable
was also memorable for the
National and State tickets in the
If this

for its excitement, it

large

number of
The National

Republican Convention
assembled at Chicago, May 16, and, on the third
ballot, Abraham Lincoln was nominated for
President amid a whirlwind of enthusiasm unsurpassed in the history of National Conventions, of
which so many have been beld in the "convention city" of the Northwest.
The campaign was
what might have been expected from such a
field.

beginning. Lincoln, though receiving considerably less than one-half the popular vote, had a
plurality over his highest competitor of nearly
half a million votes, and a majority in the electoral colleges of fifty-seven.
In Illinois he
received 172,161 votes to 160,215 for Douglas, his
leading opponent. The vote for Governor stood
Yates (Republican), 172,196; Allen (DouglasDemocrat), 159,253; Hope (Breckinridge-Democrat), 2,049; Stuart (American), 1,626.
Among the prominent men of different parties
who appeared for the first time in the General
Assembly chosen at this time, were William B.
Ogden, Richard J. Oglesby, Washington Busline 11,
and Henry E. Dummer, of the Senate, and William R. Archer, J. Russell Jones, Robert H.
McClellan, J. Young Scammon, William H.
Brown, Lawrence Weldon, N. M. Broadwell, and
John Scholfield, in the House. Shelby M. Cullom, who had entered the Legislature at the
previous session, was re-elected to this and was
chosen Speaker of the House over J. W. Singleton.
Lyman Trumbull was re-elected to the
United States Senate by the votes of the Republicans over Samuel S. Marshall, the Democratic
candidate.
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Beginning of the Rebellion. Almost simultaneously with the accession of the new State
Government, and before the inauguration of the
President at Washington, began that series of
startling events which ultimately culminated in
the attempted secession of eleven States of the
Union the first acts in the great drama of war
which occupied the attention of the world for the
On Jan. 14, 1861, the new
next four years.
State administration was inaugurated on Feb. 2,
Commissioners to the futile Peace Convention held at Washington, were appointed from
Illinois, consisting of Stephen T. Logan, John M.
Palmer, ex-Gov. John Wood, B. C. Cook and T. J.
Turner; and on Feb. 11, Abraham Lincoln

—

;

took leave of his friends and neighbors at Springfield on his departure for Washington, in that
simple, touching speech which has taken a place
beside his inaugural addresses and his Gettysburg
speech, as an American classic. The events
which followed the firing on Fort Sumter on the
twelfth of April and its surrender the call for
75,000 troops and the excitement which prevailed
all over the country, are matters of National his;

;

Illinoisans responded with promptness and
enthusiasm to the call for six regiments of State
militia for three months' service, and one week
later (April 21), Gen. R. K. Swift, of Chicago, at
the head of seven companies numbering 5&5 men,
was en route for Cairo to execute the order of the
Secretary of War for the occupation of that
tory.

The offer of military organizations proceeded rapidly, and by the eighteenth of April,
fifty companies had been tendered, while the
public-spirited and patriotic bankers of the principal cities were offering to supply the State with
money to arm and equip the hastily organized
troops.
Following in order the six regiments
which Illinois had sent to the Mexican War,
those called out for the three months' service in
1861 were numbered consecutively from seven to
twelve, and were commanded by the following
officers, respectively:
Cols. John Cook, Richard
J. Oglesby, Eleazer A. Paine, James D. Morgan,
W. H. L. Wallace and John McArthur, with
Gen. Benjamin M. Prentiss as brigade commander. The rank and file numbered 4,680 men,
of whom 2,000, at the end of their term of servplace.

ice, re-enlisted for

three years.

(See

War

of the

Rebellion.

Among

the

many who

visited the State Capitol

months of war to offer their services
to the Government in suppressing the Rebellion,
one of the most modest and unassuming was a
gentleman from Galena who brought a letter of
in the early
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introduction to Governor Yates from Congress-

man

E. 'B. Washburne.
Though he had been a
Captain in the regular army and had seen service
in the war with Mexico, he set up no pretension
on that account, but after days of patient waiting, was given temporary employment as a clerk
in the office of the Adjutant-General, Col. T. S.
Mather. Finally, an emergency having arisen
requiring the services of an officer of military
experience as commandant at Camp Yates (a
camp of rendezvous and instruction near Springfield), he was assigned to the place, rather as an
experiment and from necessity than from conviction of any peculiar fitness for the position.
Having acquitted himself creditably here, he was
assigned, a few weeks later, to the command of a
regiment (The Twenty-first Illinois Volunteers)
which, from previous bad management, had
manifested a mutinous tendency. And thus
Ulysses S. Grant, the most successful leader of
the war, the organizer of final victory over the
Rebellion, the Lieutenant-General of the armies
of the Union and twice elected President of the
United States, started upon that career which
won for him the plaudits of the Nation and the
title of the grandest soldier of his time.
(See
Grant, Ulysses S.)
The responses of Illinois, under the leadership
of its patriotic "War Governor," Richard Yates,
to the repeated calls for volunteers through the
four years of war, were cheerful and prompt. Illinois troops took part in nearly every important
battle in the Mississippi Valley and in many of
those in the East, besides accompanying Sherman in his triumphal "March to the Sea." Illinois blood stained the field at Belmont, at
Wilson's Creek, Lexington, Forts Donelson and
Henry at Shiloh, Corinth, Nashville, Stone River
and Chickamauga; at Jackson, during the siege
of Vicksburg, at Allatoona Pass, Kenesaw Mountain, Resaca, Peach Tree Creek and Atlanta, in
the South and West; and at Chancellorsville,
Antietam, Gettysburg, Petersburg and in the
battles of "the Wilderness" in Virginia.
Of all
the States of the Union, Illinois alone, up to
Feb. 1, 1864, presented the proud record of having answered every call upon her for troops
without a draft. The whole number of enlistments from the State under the various calls from
1861 to 1865, according to the records of the War
Department, was 255,057 to meet quotas aggregating 244,496. The ratio of troops furnished to
population was 15.1 per cent, which was only
exceeded by the District of Columbia (which
had a large influx from the States), and Kansas
;
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and Nevada, each of which had a much larger
proportion of adult male population. The whole

number of regimental organizations, according
to the returns in the Adjutant General's office,
was 151 regiments of infantry (numbered conOne Hundred
17 regiments of cavalry and 2

secutively from the Sixth to the

and Fifty-seventh),
regiments of

artillery, besides 9

independent bat-

The total losses of Illinois troops, officially
reported by the War Department, were 34,834
(13.65 per cent), of which 5,874 were killed in
teries.

wounds, 22,786 died of disease,
from other causes. Besides the great
Commander-in-Chief, Abraham Lincoln, and

battle, 4,020 died of

and

2,154

Lieut. -Gen. Ulysses S. Grant, Illinois furnished
viz.:
11 full Major-Generals
of volunteers,
Generals John Pope, John A. McClernand, S. A.
Hurlbut, B. M. Prentiss, John M. Palmer, R. J.
Oglesby, John A. Logan, John M. Schofield, Giles
A. Smith, Wesley Merritt and Benjamin H.
Grierson; 20 Brevet Major-Generals; 24 BrigadierGenerals, and over 120 Brevet Brigadier-Generals.
(See sketches of these officers under their respective names. )
Among the long list of regimental
officers who fell upon the field or died from
wounds, appear the names of Col. J. R. Scott of
the Nineteenth Col. Thomas D. Williams of the
Twenty-fifth, and Col. F. A. Harrington of the
Twenty -seventh all killed at Stone River; Col.
John W. S. Alexander of the Twenty-first; Col.
Daniel Gilmer of the Thirty-eighth; Lieut. -Col.
Duncan J. Hall of the Eighty-ninth Col. Timothy
O'Meara of the Ninetieth, and Col. Holden Putnam, at Chickamauga and Missionary Ridge;
Col. John B. Wyman of the Thirteenth, at
;

—

i

,i.
:

;

Chickasaw Bayou; Lieut. -Col. Thomas W. Ross,
Shiloh; Col. John A.

of the Thirty-second, at
ill

Davis of the Forty -sixth, at Hatchie; Col. William A. Dickerman of the One Hundred and
Third, at Resaca; Col. Oscar Harmon, at Kenesaw; Col. John A. Bross, at Petersburg, besides
Col.

Mihalotzy,

Col.

Silas

Miller,

Lieut. -Col.

Melancthon Smith, Maj. Zenas Applington, Col.
John J. Mudd, Col. Matthew H. Starr, Maj. Wm.
H. Medill, Col. Warren Stewart and many more
on other battle-fields. (Biographical sketches of
many of these officers will be found under the
proper

heads elsewhere

would be a grateful task

in

this

volume.)

to record here the

It

names

of a host of others, who, after acquitting themselves bravely

on the

field,

survived to enjoy the

plaudits of a grateful people, were this within
the design and scope of the present work. One

most brilliant exploits of the War was the
from La Grange, Tenn., to Baton Rouge,

of the

raid

J

Ji|l|

La., in May, 1863, led by Col. B. H. Grierson, of
the Sixth Illinois Cavalry, in co-operation with
the Seventh under command of Col. Edward

Prince.

Constitutional Convention

of

1862.

— An

incident of a different character was the calling
of a convention to revise the State Constitution, which met at Springfield, Jan. 7, 1862.
majority of this body was composed of those

A

opposed to the war policy of the Government,
and a disposition to interfere with the affairs of
the State administration and the General Government was soon manifested, which was resented
by the executive and many of the soldiers in the
field.
The convention adjourned March 24, and
its work was submitted to vote of the people,
June 17, 1862, when it was rejected by a majority
of more than 16,000, not counting the soldiers in
the field, who were permitted, as a matter of
policy, to vote upon it, but who were practically

unanimous in opposition to it.
Death op Douglas.— A few days before this
election (June 3, 1862), United States Senator
Stephen A. Douglas died, at the Tremont House
in Chicago, depriving the

Democratic party of

the State of its most sagacious and
adviser.
(See Douglas, Stephen A.)

Legislature op

1863.

patriotic

— Another political inci-

dent of this period grew out of the session of the
General Assembly of 1863. This body having
been elected on the tide of the political revulsion
which followed the issuance of President Lincoln's preliminary Proclamation of Emancipation,
was Democratic in both branches. One of its
first acts was the election of William A. Richardson United States Senator, in place of O. H.
Browning, who had been appointed by Governor
Yates to the vacancy caused by the death of
Douglas. This Legislature early showed a tendency to follow in the footsteps of the Constitutional Convention of 1862, by attempting to
cripple the State and General Governments in
the prosecution of the war. Resolutions on the
subject of the war, which the friends of the
Union regarded as of a most mischievous character, were introduced and passed in the House, but
owing to the death of a member on the majority
side, they failed to pass the Senate.
These
denounced the suspension of the writ of habeas
corpus; condemned "the attempted enforcement
of compensated emancipation" and "the transportation of negroes into the State;" accused the
General Government of "usurpation," of "subverting the Constitution" and attempting to
establish a "consolidated military despotism;"
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charged that the war had been "diverted from its
first avowed object to that of subjugation and
the abolition of slavery;" declared the belief of
the authors that its "further prosecution ....
cannot result in the restoration of the Union
.... unless the President's Emancipation Proclamation be withdrawn;" appealed to Congress
to secure an armistice with the rebel States, and
closed by appointing six Commissioners (who
were named) to confer with Congress, with a
view to the holding of a National Convention to
adjust the differences between the States. These
measures occupied the attention of the Legislature to the exclusion of subjects of State interest,
so that little legislation was accomplished not
even the ordinary appropriation bills being passed.
Legislature Prorogued.— At this juncture,
the two Houses having disagreed as to the date
of adjournment, Governor Yates exercised the
constitutional prerogative of proroguing them,
which he did in a message on June 10, declaring

—

them adjourned to the last day of their constitutional term.
The Republicans accepted the result
and withdrew, but the Democratic majority in
the House and a minority in the Senate continued
in session for some days, without being able to
transact any business except the filing of an
empty protest, when they adjourned to the first
Monday of January, 1864. The excitement produced by this affair, in the Legislature and
throughout the State, w*as intense but the action
of Governor Yates was sustained by the Supreme
Court and the adjourned session was never held.
;

The

failure of the Legislature to

make

provision

Government and the
the soldiers in the field, made it necessary for Governor Yates to accept that aid from
the public-spirited bankers and capitalists of the
State which was never wanting when needed
during this critical period. (See Twenty-Third
General Assembly. )
Peace Conventions.— Largely attended "peace
conventions" were held during this year, at
Springfield on June 17, and at Peoria in September, at which resolutions opposing the "further
offensive prosecution of the war" were adopted.
An immense Union mass-meeting was also held
at Springfield on Sept. 3, which was addressed
by distinguished speakers, including both Republicans and War-Democrats. An important
incident of this meeting was the reading of the
letter from President Lincoln to Hon. James C.
Conkling, in which he defended his war policy,
and especially his Emancipation Proclamation,
in a characteristically logical manner.
for the expenses of the State
relief of
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Political Campaign of 1864.— The year 1864
full of exciting political and military events.
Among the former was the nomination of George
B. McClellan for President by the Democratic Convention held at Chicago, August 29, on a platform
declaring the war a "failure" as an "experiment"
for restoring the Union, and demanding a "cessation of hostilities' with a view to a convention for
the restoration of peace. Mr. Lincoln had been
renominated by the Republicans at Philadelphia,
in June previous, with Andrew Johnson as the

was

'

1

candidate for Vice-President.

The

leaders of the

respective State tickets were Gen.

Richard

J.

Oglesby, on the part of the Republicans, for Governor, with William Bross, for Lieutenant-Governor, and James C. Robinson as the Democratic
candidate for Governor.

—

Camp Douglas Conspiracy. For months
rumors had been rife concerning a conspiracy of
rebels from the South and their sympathizers in
the North, to release the rebel prisoners confined
in Camp Douglas, Chicago, and at Rock Island,
Springfield and Alton aggregating over 25,000
men. It was charged that the scheme was to be
put into effect simultaneously with the November election, but the activity of the military
authorities in arresting the leaders and seizing
their arms, defeated it.
The investigations of a
military court before whom a number of the
arrested parties were tried, proved the existence
of an extensive organization, calling itself
"American Knights" or "Sons of Liberty," of

—

which a number of well-known politicians in
Illinois were members.
(See Camp Douglas
Conspiracy.)
At the November election Illinois gave a majority for Lincoln of 30,756, and for Oglesby, for
Governor, of 33,675, with a proportionate majority for the rest of the ticket. Lincoln's total vote
in the electoral college was 212, to 21 for McClellan.
Legislature op 1865.— The Republicans had a
decided majority in both branches of the Legislature of 1865, and one of its earliest acts was the
election of Governor Yates, United States Senator, in place of William A. Richardson, who had
been elected two years before to the seat formerly
held by Douglas. This was the last public position held by the popular Illinois "War Governor." During his official term no more popular
public servant ever occupied the executive chair

—a

fact demonstrated by the promptness with
which, on retiring from it, he was elected to the
United States Senate. His personal and political
integrity was never questioned by his most bitter
political opponents, while those who had known
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women who had given their husbands,
sons and brothers for the defense of the Union,
wept as if overtaken by a great personal calamIf the nation mourned, much more did Illiity.
nois, at the taking off of its chief citizen, the
grandest character of the age, who had served

longest and most intimately, trusted him
most implicitly. The service which he performed

him

patriotic

in giving direction to the patriotic sentiment of
the State and in marshaling its heroic soldiers
for the defense of the Union can never be over(See Yates, Richard.)
estimated.
Oglesby's Administration. Governor Oglesby and the other State officers were inaugurated Jan. 17, 1865. Entering upon its duties
with a Legislature in full sympathy with it, the
new administration was confronted by no such
difficulties as those with which its predecessor
had to contend. Its head, who had been identified with the war from its beginning, was one of
the first Illinoisans promoted to the rank of
was personally popular and
Major-General,
enjoyed the confidence and respect of the people
of the State. Allen C. Fuller, who had retired
from a position on the Circuit bench to accept
that of Adjutant-General, which he held during
the last three years of the war, was Speaker of
the House. This Legislature was the first among
those of all the States to ratify the Thirteenth
Amendment of the National Constitution, abolishing slavery, which it did in both Houses, on the
evening of Feb. 1, 1865 the same day the resolution had been finally acted on by Congress and
received the sanction of the President. The
odious "black laws," which had disgraced the
State for twelve years, were wiped from the
statute-book at this session. The Legislature
adjourned after a session of forty-six days, leaving a record as creditable in the disposal of business as that of its predecessor had been discredit-

—

both State and Nation with such patriotic fidelity, and perished in the very zenith of his fame
and in the hour of his country's triumph.
The Funeral.
Then came the sorrowful

—

march

to Springfield

witnessed since the Day of the Crucifixion. In
bore a conspicuous part, as on the
fourth day of May, 1865, amid the most solemn
ceremonies and in the presence of sorrowing
thousands, she received to her bosom, near his
old home at the State Capital, the remains "of the
Great Liberator.
The part which Illinois played in the great
struggle has already been dwelt upon as fully as
the scope of this work will permit. It only
remains to be said that the patriotic service of
the men of the State was grandly supplemented
by the equally patriotic service of its women in
"Soldiers' Aid Societies," "Sisters of the Good
Samaritan," "Needle Pickets," and in sanitary
organizations for the purpose of contributing to
the comfort and health of the soldiers in camp
and in hospital, and in giving them generous
receptions on their return to their homes. The

able.

—

—

came the assassination of President Lincoln by John Wilkes Booth, on the
evening of April 14, 1865, in Ford's Theater,
Washington. The appalling news was borne on
the wings of the telegraph to every corner of the
land, and instantly a nation in rejoicing was
changed to a nation in mourning. A pall of
gloom hung over every part of the land. Public
buildings, business houses and dwellings in every
city, village and hamlet throughout the loyal
States were draped with the insignia of a univerMillions of strong men, and tender,
sal sorrow.

these jubilations

— the

all this, Illinois

—

(See Oglesby, Richard J.)
Assassination of Lincoln. The war was now
rapidly approaching a successful termination.
Lee had surrendered to Grant at Appomattox,
April 9, 1805, and the people were celebrating
this event with joyful festivities through all the
loyal States, but nowhere with more enthusiasm
than in Illinois, the home of the two great
leaders Lincoln and Grant. In the midst of

from Washington
most impressive spectacle

of the funeral cortege

'

work done by these organizations, and by individual nurses in the field, illustrates one of the
brightest pages in the history of the war.
Election op 1866.—The administration of Governor Oglesby was as peaceful as it was prosperous.
The chief political events of 1866 were the
election of Newton Bateman, State Superintendent of Public Instruction, and Gen. Geo. W.
Smith, Treasurer, while Gen. John A. Logan, as
Representative from the State-at-large. re-entered
Congress, from which he had retired in 1861 to
enter the Union army. His majority was unprecedented, reaching 55,987. The Legislature
of 1867 reelected Judge Trumbull to the United
States Senate for a third term, his chief competitor in the Republican caucus being Gen. John M.
Palmer. The Fourteenth Amendment to the
National Constitution, conferring citizenship
upon persons of color, was ratified by this Legislature.

Election of 1868.—The Republican State Convention of 1868, held at Peoria, May 6, nominated
the following ticket: For Governor, John M.
Palmer, Lieutenant-Governor, John Dougherty;
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Secretary of State, Edward Rummell; Auditor,
Charles E. Lippincott, State Treasurer, Erastus N.
Bates Attorney General, Washington Bushnell.

The first step toward the erection of a new
State Capitol at Springfield had been taken in an
appropriation of §450,000, at the session of 18C7,

John R. Eden, afterward a member of Congress

the total cost being limited to $3,000,000. A
second appropriation of $650,000 was made at the
session of 1869.
The Constitution of 1870 limited
the cost to $3,500,000, but an act passed by the
Legislature of 1883, making a final appropriation
of $531,712 for completing and furnishing the
building, was ratified by the people in 1884. The
original cost of the building and its furniture
exceeded $4,000,000. (See State Houses.
The State Convention for framing a new Constitution met at Springfield, Dec. 13, 1869.

;

headed the Democratic ticket as
candidate for Governor, with William H. Van
Epps for Lieutenant-Governor.
The Republican National Convention was held
at Chicago, May 21, nominating Gen. U. S. Grant
for President and Schuyler Colfax for Viceopposed by Horatio
President. They were
for three terms,

Seymour

for President,

President.

The

result

and

F. P. Blair for Vice-

in

November was the

Grant and Colfax, who received 214
electoral votes from 26 States, to 80 electoral
votes for Seymour and Blair from 8 States three
election of

—

It

consisted of eighty-five

members — forty-four

the same time consisted of eighteen Republicans
to nine Democrats in the Senate and fifty-eight
Republicans to twenty-seven Democrats in the

Republicans and forty-one Democrats. A number classed as Republicans, however, were elected
as "Independents" and co-operated with the
Democrats in the organization. Charles Hitchcock was elected President. The Convention
terminated its labors, May 13, 1870 the Constitution was ratified by vote of the people, July 2,

House.

and went

States not voting. Grant's majority in Illinois
was 51,150. Of course the Republican State
ticket was elected. The Legislature elected at

—

Palmer's Administration. Governor Palmer's administration began auspiciously, at a time
when the passions aroused by the war were subsiding and the State was recovering its normal
(See Palmer, John M.) Leading
prosperity.
events of the next four years were the adoption
of a new State Constitution and the Chicago fire.
The first steps in legislation looking to the control of railroads were taken at the session of
1869, and although a stringent law on the subject
passed both Houses, it was vetoed by the Governor.
A milder measure was afterward enacted,
and, although superseded by the Constitution of
furnished the key-note for much of the
had on the subject. The celebrated "Lake Front Bill," conveying to the city
of Chicago and the Illinois Central Railroad the
title of the State to certain lands included in
what was known as the "Lake Front Park," was
passed, and although vetoed by the Governor,
was re-enacted over his veto. This act was
finally repealed by the Legislature of 1873, and
after many years of litigation, the rights claimed
under it by the Illinois Central Railroad Company have been recently declared void by the
Supreme Court of the United States. The Fifteenth Amendment of the National Constitution,
prohibiting the denial of the right of suffrage to
"citizens of the United States .... on account
of race, color or previous condition of servitude,"
was ratified by a strictly party vote in each
House, on March 5.
1870, it

legislation since

;

into effect,

August

8,

1870.

A

special

provision establishing the principle of "minority
representation" in the election of Representatives

the General Assembly, was adopted by a
smaller vote than the main instrument. A leading feature of the latter was the general restriction upon special legislation and the enumeration
of a large variety of subjects to be provided for
under general laws. It laid the basis of our
present railroad and warehouse laws; declared
the inviolability of the Illinois Central Railroad
tax; prohibited the sale or lease of the Illinois
& Michigan Canal without a vote of the people
prohibited municipalities from becoming subscribers to the stock of any railroad or private
corporation; limited the rate of taxation and
amount of indebtedness to be incurred required
the enactment of laws for the protection of
miners, etc. The restriction in the old Constitution against the re-election of a Governor as his
own immediate successor was removed, but placed
upon the office of State Treasurer. The Legislature consists of 204 members— 51 Senators and 153
Representatives one Senator and three Representatives being chosen from each district.
(See
in

;

—

Constitutional Convention of 18G9-70; also Constitution of 1870.
At the election of 1870, General

Logan was

re-

elected Congressman-at-large by 24,672 majority;
Gen. E. N. Bates, Treasurer, and Newton Bate-

man, State Superintendent of Public Instruction.
Legislature of 1871. The Twenty-seventh
General Assembly (1871), in its various sessions,

—
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spent more time in legislation than any other in
the history of the State a fact to be accounted
for, in part, by the Chicago Fire and the extensive revision of the laws required in consequence
of the adoption of the new Constitution. Besides
the regular session, there were two special, or

—

called, sessions

and an adjourned

session, cover-

a period of 292 days. This Legislature
adopted the system of "State control" in the
management of the labor and discipline of the
convicts of the State penitentiary, which was
strongly urged by Governor Palmer in a special
message. General Logan having been elected
United States Senator at this session, Gen. John
L. Beveridge was elected to the vacant position
of Congressman-at-large at a special election held
ing, in all,

Oct.

4.

—

1871.
The calamitous fire
Chicago, Oct. 8-9, 1871, though belonging
rather to local than to general State history,
excited the profound sympathy, not only of the
people of the State and the Nation, but of the
civilized world.
The area burned over, including
streets, covered 2,124 acres, with 13,500 buildings
out of 18,000, leaving 92,000 persons homeless.
The loss of life is estimated at 250, and of property at $187, 927, 000.
Governor Palmer called the
Legislature together in special session to act upon
the emergency, Oct. 13, but as the State was precluded from affording direct aid, the plan was
adopted of reimbursing the city for the amount
it had expended in the enlargement of the Illinois
& Michigan Canal, amounting to $2,955,340.
The unfortunate shooting of a citizen by a cadet

Chicago Fire of

at

United States troops organized
guard duty, led to some controversy between
Governor Palmer, on one side, and the Mayor of
Chicago and the military authorities, including
President Grant, on the other; but the general
verdict was, that, while nice distinctions between
civil and military authority may not have been
observed, the service rendered by the military, in
a great emergency, was of the highest value and
was prompted by the best intentions. (See Fire
of 1871 under title Chicago.)
Political Campaign of 1872.—The political

in a regiment of
for

campaign of 1872 in Illinois resulted in much confusion and a partial reorganization of parties.
Dissatisfied with the administration of President
Grant, a

number

of the State officers (including

Governor Palmer) and other prominent Republicans of the State, joined in what was called the
"Liberal Republican" movement, and supported
Horace Greeley for the Presidency. Ex-Governor Oglesby again became the standard-bearer

of the Republicans for Governor, with Gen.

John
At the

L. Beveridge for Lieutenant-Governor.

November election, the Grant and Wilson (Republican) Electors in Illinois received 241,944 votes,

and

184,938 for Greeley,

to

The

plurality for

3,138 for O'Conor.

Governor, was

Oglesby, for

40,690.

Governor Oglesby's second administration was
Within a week after his inauguration he was nominated by a legislative
caucus of his party for United States Senator to
succeed Judge Trumbull, and was elected, receiving an aggregate of 117 votes in the two Houses
against 78 for Trumbull, who was supported by
the party whose candidates he had defeated at
three previous elections. (See Oglesby, Richard J. )
Lieutenant-Governor Beveridge thus became
Governor, filling out the unexpired term of his
chief.
His administration was high-minded,

of brief duration.

clean and honorable.

(See Beveridge,

Republican Reverse of
of 1874 resulted in the

1874.

first

John

— The

L.)

election

serious reverse the

Republican party had experienced in Illinois
since 1862. Although Thomas S. Ridgway, the
Republican candidate for State Treasurer, was
elected by a plurality of nearly 35,000, by a combination of the opposition, S. M. Etter (Fusion)
%vas at the same time elected State Superintendent, while the Fusionists secured a majority in
each House of the General Assembly. After a
protracted contest, E. M. Haines who had been
a Democrat, a Republican, and had been elected
to this Legislature as an "Independent"
was
elected Speaker of the House over Shelby M. Cullom, and A. A. Glenn (Democrat) was chosen
President of the Senate, thus becoming ex-officio
Lieutenant-Governor. The session which followed especially in the House was one of the
most turbulent and disorderly in the history of
the State, coming to a termination, April 15,
after having enacted very few laws of any importance. (See Twenty-ninth General Assembly.
Campaign of 1876. Shelby M. Cullom was the
candidate of the Republican party for Governor
in 1876, with Rutherford B. Hayes heading the
National ticket. The excitement which attended
the campaign, the closeness of the vote between
the two Presidential candidates
Hayes and
Tilden and the determination of the result
through the medium of an Electoral Commission,

—

—

—

—

—

—

—

memory of the present generIn Illinois the Republican plurality for
President was 19,631, but owing to the combination of the Democratic and Greenback vote on
Lewis Steward for Governor, the majority for

are fresh in the
ation.
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The other State
to 6,798.
elected were: Andrew Shumart, Lieu-

Cullom was reduced
officers

tenant-Governor; George H. Harlow, Secretary
Thomas B. Needles, Auditor; Edward
Rutz, Treasurer, and James K. Edsall, AttorneyEach of these had pluralities exceeding
General.
20,000, except Needles, who, having a single competitor, had a smaller majority than Cullom.
The new State House was occupied for the first
time by the State officers and the Legislature
chosen at this time. Although the Republicans
had a majority in the House, the Independents
held the "balance of power" in joint session of
the General Assembly. After a stubborn and
protracted struggle in the effort to choose a
United States Senator to succeed Senator John A.
Logan, David Davis, of Bloomington, was
elected on the fortieth ballot. He had been a
Whig and a warm personal friend of Lincoln, by
whom he was appointed Associate Justice of the
Supreme Court of the United States in 1862. His
election to the United States Senate by the Democrats and Independents led to his retirement from
the Supreme bench, thus preventing his appointment on the Electoral Commission of 1877 a circumstance which, in the opinion of many, may
have had an important bearing upon the decision
In the latter part of his term
of that tribunal.
he served as President pro tempore of the Senate,
and more frequently acted with the Republicans
than with their opponents. He supported Blaine
and Logan for President and Vice-President, in
1884.
(See Davis, David.)
Strike op 1877. The extensive railroad strike,
in July, 1877, caused widespread demoralization
of business, especially in the railroad centers of
the State and throughout the country generally.
The newly -organized National Guard was called
out and rendered efficient service in restoring
order.
Governor Cullom' s action in the premises
was prompt, and has been generally commended
as eminently wise and discreet.
Election op 1878. Four sets of candidates
were in the field for the offices of State Treasurer
and Superintendent of Public Instruction in 1878
Republican, Democratic, Greenback and Prohibition.
The Republicans were successful, Gen.
John C. Smith being elected Treasurer, and
James P. Slade, Superintendent, by pluralities
averaging about 35,000. The same party also
elected eleven out of nineteen members of Congress, and, for the first time in six years, secured
a majority in each branch of the General Assembly.
At the session of this Legislature, in January following, John A. Logan was elected to the

of State;

—

—

—

—
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United States Senate as successor to Gen. R. J.
Oglesby, whose term expired in March following.
Col. William A. James, of Lake County, served
(See
as Speaker of the House at this session.
Smith, John Corson; Slade, James P.; also ThirtyGeneral Assembly.

first

—

Campaign op 1880. The political campaign
is memorable for the determined struggle
made by the friends of General Grant to secure

of 1880

nomination for the Presidency for a third
The Republican State Convention, beginning at Springfield, May 19, lasted three days,
ending in instructions in favor of General Grant
by a vote of 399 to 285. These were nullified,
however, by the action of the National Convention two weeks later. Governor Cullom was
nominated for re-election John M. Hamilton for
Lieutenant-Governor Henry D. Dement for Secretary of State Charles P. Swigert for Auditor
Edward Rutz (for a third term) for Treasurer,
and James McCartney for Attorney-General.
(See Dement, Henry D.; Swigert, Charles P.;
Rutz, Edward, and McCartney, James. ) Ex-Senator Trumbull headed the Democratic ticket as its
candidate for Governor, with General L. B. Parhis

term.

;

;

;

sons for Lieutenant-Governor.
The Republican National Convention

Chicago,

June

2.

After thirty-six

met

in

ballots,

in

which 306 delegates stood unwaveringly by General Grant, James A. Garfield, of Ohio, was
nominated, with Chester A. Arthur, of New
York, for Vice-President. Gen. Winfield Scott
Hancock was the Democratic candidate and Gen.
James B. Weaver, the Greenback nominee. In
Illinois, 622,156

votes were cast, Garfield receivThe entire Republican

ing a plurality of 40,716.

was elected by nearly the same pluand the Republicans again had decisive

State ticket
ralities,

majorities in both branches of the Legislature.
No startling events occurred during Governor

Cullom's second term. The State continued to
increase in wealth^ population and prosperity,

and the heavy debt, by which it had been burdened thirty years before, was practically "wiped
out."

Election op 1882.—At the election of 1882,
Gen. John C. Smith, who had been elected State
Treasurer in 1878, was re-elected for a second
term, over Alfred Orendorff, while Charles T.
Strattan, the Republican candidate for State
Superintendent of Public Instruction, was defeated by Henry Raab. The Republicans again
had a majority in each House of the General
Assembly, amounting to twelve on joint ballot.
Loren C. Collins was elected Speaker of the
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House.

In the election of United States Senator,

which occurred at this session, Governor Cullom
was chosen as the successor to David Davis, Gen.
John M. Palmer receiving the Democratic vote.
Lieut. -Gov. John M. Hamilton thus became Governor, nearly in the middle of his term.

(See

Cullom, Shelby M.; Hamilton, John M.; Collins,
Lor en C. and Raab, Henry.
The "Harper High License Law," enacted by
the Thirty-third General Assembly (1883), has
become one of the permanent features of the Illi,

nois statutes for the control of the liquor traffic,
and has been more or less closely copied in other
States.

—

Political Campaign of 1884. In 1884, Gen.
Oglesby again became the choice of the
Republican party for Governor, receiving at
Peoria the conspicuous compliment of a nominaCarter H.
tion for a third term, by acclamation.
Harrison was the candidate of the Democrats.
The Republican National Convention was again
held in Chicago, meeting June 3, 1884; Gen. John
A. Logan was the choice of the Illinois Republicans for President, and was put in nomination
in the Convention by Senator Cullom. The
choice of the Convention, however, fell upon
James G. Blaine, on the fourth ballot, his leading
competitor being President Arthur. Logan was
then nominated for Vice-President by acclamaR. J.

tion.

At the election in November the Republican
party met its first reverse on the National battlefield since 1856, Grover Cleveland and Thomas A.
Hendricks, the Democratic candidates, being
elected President and Vice-President by the narrow margin of less than 1,200 votes in the State
of New York. The result was in doubt for several days, and the excitement throughout the
country was scarcely less intense than it had
been in the close election of 1876. The Greenback and Prohibition parties botli had tickets in
Illinois, polling a total of nearly 23,000 votes.
The plurality in the State for Blaine was 25,118.
The Republican State officers elected were Richard
J. Oglesby, Governor; John C. Smith, Lieutenant-Governor; Henry D. Dement, Secretary of
State Charles P. Swigert, Auditor Jacob Gross,
State Treasurer; and George Hunt, AttorneyGeneral receiving pluralities ranging from 14,;

;

—

000 to 25,000. Both Dement and Swigert were
elected for a second time, while Gross and Hunt
were chosen for first terms. (See Gross, Jacob,

and Hunt, George.
Chicago Election Frauds. An incident of
this election was the fraudulent attempt to seat

—

Rudolph Brand (Democrat) as Senator in place of
Henry W, Leman, in the Sixth Senatorial District of Cook County.
The fraud was exposed
and Joseph C. Mackin, one of its alleged perpetrators, was sentenced to the penitentiary for four
years for perjury growing out of the investigation.
motive for this attempted fraud was
found in the close vote in the Legislature for
United States Senator Senator Logan being a
candidate for re-election, while the Legislature
stood 102 Republicans to 100 Democrats and two
Greenbackers on joint ballot. A tedious contest
on the election of Speaker of the House finally
resulted in the success of E. M. Haines. Pending
the struggle over the Senatorship, two seats in
the House and one in the Senate were rendered
vacant by death—the deceased Senator and one of
the Representatives being Democrats, and the
other Representative a Republican. The special
election for Senator resulted in filling the vacancy
with a new member of the same political faith as
his predecessor but both vacancies in the House
were filled by Republicans. The gain of a Republican member in place of a Democrat in the
House was brought about by the election of
Captain William H. Weaver Representative from
the Thirty-fourth District (composed of Mason,
Menard, Cass and Schuyler Counties) over the
Democratic candidate, to fill the vacancy caused
by the death of Representative J. Henry Shaw,
Democrat. This was accomplished by what is
called a "still hunt" on the part of the Republicans, in which the Democrats, being taken by
surprise, suffered a defeat.
It furnished the sensation not only of the session, but of special elections generally, especially as every county in the
This gave the
District was strongly Democratic.
Republicans a majority in each House, and the
re-election of Logan followed, though not until
two months had been consumed in the contest.
(See Logan, John A.
Oglesby's Third Term. The only disturbing
events during Governor Oglesby's third term were
strikes among the quarrymen at Joliet and
Lemont, in May, 1885 by the railroad switchmen
at East St. Louis, in April, 188@, and among the
employes at the Union Stock-Yards, in November
of the same year.
In each case troops were called
out and order finally restored, but not until several persons had been killed in the two former,
and both strikers and employers had lost heavily
in the interruption of business.
At the election of 1886, John R. Tanner and

A

—

;

—

;

Dr. Richard

Edwards (Republicans) were respecand State Superin-

tively elected State Treasurer
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tendent of Public Instruction, by 34,816 plurality
for the former and 29,928 for the latter.
(See
Tanner, John R. ; Edwards, Richard.
In the Thirty-fifth General Assembly, which
met January, 1887, the Republicans had a majority in each House, and Charles B. Farwell was
elected to the United States Senate in place of
Gen. John A. Logan, deceased. (See Farwell,
Charles B.

—

Fifer Elected Governor.
The political
campaign of 1888 was a spirited one, though less
bitter than the one of four years previous.
ExSenator Joseph W. Fifer, of McLean County, and
Ex-Gov. John M. Palmer were pitted against each
other as opposing candidates for Governor.
(See
Prohibition and Labor tickets
Fifer, Joseph W. )
were also in the field The Republican National
Convention was again held in Chicago, June
20-25, resulting in the nomination of Benjamin
Harrison for President, on the eighth ballot. The
delegates from Illinois, with two or three exceptions,
voted steadily for Judge Walter Q.

Gresham.

(See Gresham, Walter Q.) Grover
Cleveland headed the Democratic ticket as a
candidate for re-election. At the November election, 747,683 votes were cast in Illinois, giving
the Republican Electors a plurality of 22,104.
Fifer's plurality over Palmer was 12,547, and that
of the remainder of the Republican State ticket,
still larger.
Those elected were Lyman B. Ray,
Lieutenant-Governor; Isaac N. Pearson, Secretary of State; Gen. Charles W. Pavey, Auditor;
Charles Becker, Treasurer, and George Hunt,
Attorney-General. (See Ray, Lyman B.; Pearson, Isaac N.; Pavey, Charles W; and Becker,
Charles.) The Republicans secured twenty-six
majority on joint ballot in the Legislature the
largest since 1881.
Among the acts of the Legislature of 1889 were the re-election of Senator
Cullom to the United States Senate, practically
w/.thout a contest the revision of the compulsory
education law, and the enactment of the Chicago
drainage law. At a special session held in July,
1890, the first steps in the preliminary legislation
looking to the holding of the World's Columbian
Exposition of 1893 in the city of Chicago, were
taken.
(See World's Columbian Exposition.)

—

;

Republican Defeat of

1890.

— The

campaign

of 1890 resulted in a defeat for the Republicans on
both the State and Legislative tickets. Edward

Wilson was elected Treasurer by a plurality of
and Prof. Henry Raab, who had been Superintendent of Public Instruction between 1883 and
1887, was elected for a second term by 34,042.
Though lacking two of an absolute majority on

S.

9,847
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Legislature, the Democrats
with the aid of two members belonging
to the Farmers' Alliance, after a prolonged and
exciting contest, to elect Ex-Gov. John M.
Palmer United States Senator, as successor to
The election took place on March
C. B. Farwell.
11, resulting, on the 154th ballot, in 103 votes for
Palmer to 100 for Cicero J. Lindley (Republican)
and one for A. J. Streeter. (See Palmer, John M.
Elections of 1892. At the elections of 1892
the Republicans of Illinois sustained their first
defeat on both State and National issues since
1856.
The Democratic State Convention was
joint ballot in the

were

able,

—

27, and that of the
Republicans on May 4. The Democrats put in
nomination John P. Altgeld for Governor;
Joseph B. Gill for Lieutenant-Governor William
H. Hinrichsen for Secretary of State; Rufus N.

held at Springfield, April

;

Ramsay

for State Treasurer; David Gore for
Auditor Maurice T. Moloney for Attorney-General, with John C. Black and Andrew J. Hunter
for Congressmen-at large and three candidates for
Trustees of the University of Illinois. The candidates on the Republican ticket were: For Governor, Joseph W. Fifer; Lieutenant-Governor,
;

Lyman

B.

Ray Secretary of
;

son; Auditor, Charles

State, Isaac N. Pear-

W. Pavey; Attorney-Gen-

George W. Prince; State Treasurer, Henry
Hertz Congressmen-at-large, George S. Willits
and Richard Yates, with three University TrusThe first four were all incumbents nomitees.
nated to succeed themselves. The Republican
National Convention held its session at Minneapolis June 7-10, nominating President Harrison for
re-election, while that of the Democrats met
in Chicago, on June 21, remaining in session
until June 24, for the third time choosing, as its'
standard-bearer, Grover Cleveland, with Adlai T.
Stevenson, of Bloomington, 111., as his runningeral,

L.

mate

;

for Vice-President.

The Prohibition and

People's Party also had complete National and
State tickets in the field. The State campaign

was conducted with great vigor on both

sides, the
Democrats, under the leadership of Altgeld, making an especially bitter contest upon some features
of the compulsory school law, and gaining many
votes from the ranks of the German-Republicans.
The result in the State showed a plurality for
Cleveland of 26,993 votes out of a total 873,646—
the combined Prohibition and People's Party vote
amounting to 48,077. The votes for the respective heads of the State tickets were: Altgeld

(Dem.),

425,498;

Fifer

402,659; Link
108— plurality for
Fifer was the high-

(Rep.),

(Pro.), 25,628 :Barnet (Peo.), 20,

Altgeld, 22,808.

The vote

for
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any Republican candidate on either
the National or the State ticket, leading that of
President Harrison by nearly 3,400, while the
vote for Altgeld, though falling behind that of
Cleveland, led the votes of all his associates on the
Democratic State ticket with the single exception
of Ramsay, the Democratic Candidate for Treasurer.
Of the twenty-two Representatives in
Congress from the State chosen at this time,
eleven were Republicans and eleven Democrats,
including among the latter the two Congressmen
from the State-at-large. The Thirty -eighth General Assembly stood twenty-nine Democrats to
twenty-two Republicans in the Senate, and
seventy -eight Democrats to seventy-five Republicans in the House.
The administration of Governor Fifer the last
in a long and unbroken line under Republican Governors closed with the financial and industrial
interests of the State in a prosperous condition,
the State out of debt with an ample surplus in its
Fifer was the first private soldier of
treasury.
the Civil War to be elected to the Governorship,
though the result of the next two elections have
shown that he was not to be the last both of his
successors belonging to the same class. Governor
Altgeld was the first foreign-born citizen of the
State to be elected Governor, though the State
has had four Lieutenant-Governors of foreign
birth, viz.
Pierre Menard, a French Canadian
John Moore, an Englishman, and Gustavus
Koerner and Francis A. Hoffman, both Germans.
Altgeld* s Administration.
The Thirtyeighth General Assembly began its session, Jan.
4, 1893, the Democrats having a majority in each
House.
(See Thirty-eighth General Assembly.)
The inauguration of the State officers occurred on
January 10. The most important events connected with Governor Altgeld's administration
were the World's Columbian Exposition of 1893,
and the strike of railway employes in 1894. Both
of these have been treated in detail under their
proper heads.
(See World's Columbian Exposiest given to

—

—

—

:

—

tion,

and Labor

Troubles.)

A

serious

befell the State in the destruction

by

disaster

fire,

on the

night of Jan. 3, 1895, of a portion of the buildings
connected with the Southern Hospital for the
Insane at Anna, involving a loss to the State of
nearly $200,000, and subjecting the inmates and
officers of the institution to great risk and no
small amount of suffering, although no lives were
The Thirty-ninth General Assembly, which
lost.
met a few days after the fire, made an appropriation of $171,970 for the restoration of the buildings destroyed, and work was begun immediately.

The defalcation of Charles W. Spalding, Treasurer of the University of Illinois, which came to
light near the close of Governor Altgeld's term,
involved the State in heavy loss (the exact

amount of which is not even yet fully known),
and operated unfortunately for the credit of the
retiring administration, in view of the adoption of
a policy which made the Governor more directly
responsible for the
stitutions

management

of the State in-

than that pursued by most of his prede-

The Governor's course in connection
with the strike of 1894 was also severely criticised
in some quarters, especially as it brought him in
opposition to the policy of the National administration, and exposed him to the charge of sympathizing with the strikers at a time when they
were regarded as acting in open violation .of law.
Election of 1894. The election of 1894 showed
as surprising a reaction against the Democratic
party, as that of 1892 had been in an opposite
direction.
The two State offices to be vacated
this year State Treasurer and State Superintendent of Public Instruction -were filled by the election of Republicans by unprecedented majorities.
The plurality for Henry Wulff for State Treasurer, was 133,427, and that in favor of Samuel M.
Inglis for State Superintendent of Public InstrucOf twenty-two Repretion, scarcely 10,000 less.
sentatives in Congress, all but two returned as
elected were Republicans, and these two were
unseated as the result of contests. The Legislature stood thirty-three Republicans to eighteen
Democrats in the Senate, and eighty-eight Republicans to sixty-one Democrats in the House.
One of the most important acts of the Thirtyninth General Assembly, at the following session,
was the enactment of a law fixing the compensation of members of the General Assembly at $1,000
for each regular session, with five dollars per day
and mileage for called, or extra, sessions. This
cessors.

—

—

—

Legislature also passed acts making appropriations
for the erection of buildings for the use of the
State Fair, which had been permanently located
at Springfield for the establishment of two ad;

ditional hospitals for the insane, one near

Rock

Island and the other (for incurables) near Peoria;
for the Northern and Eastern Illinois Normal
Schools, and for a Soldiers' Widows' Home at

Wilmington.

—

Permanent Location of the State Fair.
In consequence of the absorption of public attention especially among the industrial and manufacturing classes
by the World's Columbian
Exposition, the holding of the Annual Fair of the
Illinois State Board of Agriculture for 1893 was

—

—
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time since the Civil War.
were taken by the Board at its
annual meeting in Springfield, in January of that
year, looking to the permanent location of the
Fair; and, at a meeting of the Board held in Chiomitted for the

The

first

initial steps

cago, in October following, formal specifications
were adopted prescribing the conditions to be met

in securing the prize.

These were sent to

cities

intending to compete for the location as the basis
Responses
of proposals to be submitted by them.
were received from the cities of Bloomington,
Decatur, Peoria and Springfield, at the annual
meeting in January, 1894, with the result that,
on the eighth ballot, the bid of Springfield was
accepted and the Fair permanently located at
that place by a vote of eleven for Springfield to
The
ten divided between five other points.
Springfield proposal provided for conveyance to
the State Board of Agriculture of 155 acres of
land— embracing the old Sangamon County Fair
Grounds immediately north of the city besides
a cash contribution of §50,000 voted by the Sangamon County Board of Supervisors for the

—

erection of permanent buildings.

Other contri-

butions increased the estimated value of the
donations from Sangamon County (including the
land) to §139,800, not including the pledge of the
city of Springfield to pave two streets to the gates
of the Fair Grounds and furnish water free, besides an agreement on the part of the electric
light company to furnish light for two years free
of charge. The construction of buildings was
begun the same year, and the first Fair held on
the site in September following. Additional
buildings have been erected and other improvements introduced each year, until the grounds
are now regarded as among the best equipped for
exhibition purposes in the United States. In the
meantime, the increasing success of the Fair
from year to year has demonstrated the wisdom
of the action taken by the Board of Agriculture
in the matter of location.

—

Campaign of 1896.
The political campaign
was one of almost unprecedented activity

of 1896

in Illinois, as well as remarkable for the variety

and character of the

number

issues involved

of party candidates in the

usual, the Democratic

and the
field.

and the Republican

As

parties

were the chief factors in the contest, although
there was a wide diversity of sentiment in each,
which tended to the introduction of new issues
and the organization of parties on new lines.
The Republicans took the lead in organizing for
the canvass, holding their State Convention at
Springfield on April 29 and 30, while the Demo-

281

crats followed, at Peoria, on June 23. The former
put in nomination John R. Tanner for Governor;
William A. Northcott for Lieutenant-Governor;
James A. Rose for Secretary of State; James S.
McCullough for Auditor; Henry L. Hertz for
Treasurer, and Edward C. Akin for Attorney-

General, with Mary Turner Carriel, Thomas J.
Smyth and Francis M. McKay for University
Trustees.

Democracy

The

by the
embraced John P.

ticket put in nomination

for State officers

Altgeld for re-election to the Governorship for
Lieutenant-Governor, Monroe C. Crawford; Secretary of State, Finis E. Downing; Auditor,
Andrew L. Maxwell; Attorney-General, George
A. Trude, with three candidates for Trustees.
The National Republican Convention met at St.
Louis on June 16, and, after a three days' session,
put in nomination William McKinley, of Ohio,
for President, and Garret A. Hobart, of New
Jersey, for Vice-President; while their Democratic opponents, following a policy which had
been maintained almost continuously by one or
the other party since 1860, set in motion its party
machinery in Chicago holding its National Convention in that city, July 7-11, when, for the first
time in the history of the nation, a native of
Illinois was nominated for the Presidency in the
person of William J. Bryan of Nebraska, with
Arthur Sewall, a ship-builder of Maine, for the
second place on the ticket. The main issues, as
enunciated in the platforms of the respective
;

—

parties, were industrial

and

financial, as

shown by

the prominence given to the tariff and monetary
questions in each. This was the natural result of
the business depression which had prevailed since
1893.
While the Republican platform adhered to
the traditional position of the party on the tariff
issue, and declared in favor of maintaining the
gold standard as the basis of the monetary system
of the country, that of the Democracy took a new
departure by declaring unreservedly for the "free
and unlimited coinage of both silver and gold at
the present legal ratio of 16 to 1;" and this became the leading issue of the campaign. The
fact that Thomas E. Watson, of Georgia, who
had been favored by the Populists as a candidate
for Vice President, and was afterwards formally
nominated by a convention of that party, with
Mr. Bryan at its head, was ignored by the Chicago Convention, led to much friction between
the Populist and Democratic wings of the party.
At the same time a very considerable body in
influence and political prestige, if not in numbers
in the ranks of the old-line Democratic party,
refused to accept the doctrine of the free-silver

—

—
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section on the monetary question, and, adopting

the name of "Gold Democrats," put in nomination
a ticket composed of John M. Palmer, of Illinois,
for President, and Simon B. Buckner, of Kentucky, for Vice-President. Besides these, the Prohibitionists,

Nationalists,

Socialist-Labor

Party

and "Middle-of-the-Road" (or "straight-out'")
Populists, had more or less complete tickets in the
field, making a total of seven sets of candidates
appealing for the votes of the people on issues
assumed to be of National importance.
The fact that the two great parties— Democratic
and Republican established their principal headquarters for the prosecution of the campaign in
Chicago, had the effect to make that city and

—

the State of Illinois the center of political activDemonstrations of an imposity for the nation.
ing character were held by both parties. At the
November election the Republicans carried the

day by a plurality, in Illinois, of 141,517 for their
national ticket out of a total of 1,090,869 votes,
while the leading candidates on the State ticket
received the following pluralities: John R. Tanner (for Governor), 113,381; Northcott (for Lieutenant-Governor), 137,354; Rose (for Secretary of
State), 136,611; McCullough (for Auditor), 138,013;

Hertz (for Treasurer), 116,064;

Akin

(for

Attorney-General), 132,650. The Republicans also
elected seventeen Representatives in Congress to
three Democrats and two People's Party men.
The total vote cast, in this campaign, for the "Gold
Democratic" candidate for Governor was 8,100.
Gov. Tanner's Administration The Fortieth
General Assembly met Jan. 6, 1897, consisting of
eighty-eight Republicans to sixty-three Democrats and two Populists in the House, and thirtynine Republicans to eleven Democrats and one
Populist in the Senate. The Republicans finally
gained one member in each house by contests.
Edward C. Curtis, of Kankakee County, was
chosen Speaker of the House and Hendrick V.
Fisher, of Henry County, President pro tern, of
the Senate, with a full set of Republican officers
in the subordinate positions.
The inauguration
of the newly elected State officers took place on
the 11th, the inaugural address of Governor
Tanner taking strong ground in favor of maintaining the issues indorsed by the people at the

—

On

William E. Mason,
of Chicago, was elected United States Senator, as
the successor of Senator Palmer, whose term was
late

election.

Jan.

20,

about to expire. Mr. Mason received the full
Republican strengtn (125 votes) in the two
Houses, fo the 77 Democratic votes cast for John
(See Fortieth General Assembly.
P. Altgeld.

Among the principal measures enacted by the
Fortieth General Assembly at its regular session
were:

The "Torrens Land Title System," reguand registration of land

lating the conveyance

(which see) the consolidation of the three
Supreme Court Districts into one and locating the
Supreme Court at Springfield, and the Allen
Street-Railroad Law, empowering City Councils
and other corporate authorities of cities to grant

titles

;

street railway franchises

for a period of fifty
the Legislature met in
special session under a call of the Governor, naming five subjects upon which legislation was suggested.
Of these only two were acted upon

years.

On

Dec.

7,

affirmatively, viz.

:

1897,

a law prescribing the manner

of conducting the election of delegates to nomi-

nating political conventions, and a new revenue
law regulating the assessment and collection of
taxes.
The main feature of the latter act is the
requirement that property shall be entered upon
the books of the assessor at its cash value, subject
to revision by a Board of Review, the basis of
valuation for purposes of taxation being one-fifth
of this amount.

The Spanish- American War. — The most

not-

able event in the history of Illinois during the
year 1898 was the Spanish- American War, and
the part Illinois played in it. In this contest
Illinoisans manifested the same eagerness to
serve their country as did their fathers and fellow-citizens in the War of the Rebellion, a third

of a century ago.

was responded

The

first call for

"volunteers

with alacrity by the men composing the Illinois National Guard, seven regiments of infantry, from the First to Seventh
inclusive, besides one regiment of Cavalry and
one Battery of Artillery in all about 9,000 men
being mustered in between May 7 and May 21.
Although only one of these the First, under the
command of Col. Henry L. Turner of Chicago
to

—

—

—

saw

Cuba before the surrender
camps of instruction in the

practical service in

at Santiago, others in

South stood ready to respond to the demand for
field.
Under the second call
two other regiments the Eighth and
the Ninth were organized and the former (composed of Afro-Americans officered by men of

their service in the
for troops

—

—

own race) relieved the First Illinois on guard
duty at Santiago after the surrender. A body of
engineers from Company E of the Second United
States Engineers, recruited in Chicago, were
among the first to see service in Cuba, while
many Illinoisans belonging to the Naval Reserve
were assigned to duty on United States war
vessels, and rendered most valuable service in the

their
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naval engagements in Cuban waters. The Third
Regiment (Col. Fred. Bennitt) also took part in
the movement for the occupation of Porto Rico.
The several regiments on their return for musterout, after the conclusion of terms of peace with
Spain, received most enthusiastic ovations from
Besides the regitheir fellow-citizens at home.
ments mentioned, several Provisional Regiments
were organized and stood ready to respond to the
call of the Government for their services had the

emergency required.

(See

American.

War, The Spanish

M. F. Dunlap (Democrat), with 24,192 divided
between three other candidates; while Alfred
Bayliss (Republican) received a plurality of
68,899 over his Democratic competitor, with 23,190 votes cast for three others. The Republican
candidates for University Trustees were, of course,
elected.
The Republicans lost heavily in their
representation in Congress, though electing thirteen out of twenty-two members of the Fiftysixth Congress, leaving nine to their Democratic

who were practically consolidated in
campaign with the Populists.
Forty-first General Assembly. The Fortyfirst General Assembly met, Jan. 4, 1899, and

opponents,
this

Labor Disturbances.

— The

principal labor

disturbances in the State, under Governor Tanner's administration, occurred during the coalminers' strike of 1897, and the lock-out at the

Pana and Virden mines

in 1898.

The attempt

to

introduce colored laborers from the South to
operate these mines led to violence between the
adherents of the "Miners' Union" and the mineowners and operators, and their employes, at
these points, during which it was necessary to

out the National Guard, and a number of
were sacrificed on both sides.
A flood in the Ohio, during the spring of 1898,
caused the breaking of the levee at Shawneetown,
call

lives

on the 3d day of April, in consequence of
which a large proportion of the city was flooded,
many homes and business houses wrecked or
greatly injured, and much other property deThe most serious disaster, however, was
stroyed.
the loss of some twenty-five lives, for the most
part of women and children who, being surprised
Aid was
in their homes, were unable to escape.
promptly furnished by the State Government in
the form of tents to shelter the survivors and
rations to feed them and contributions of money
and provisions from the citizens of the State, collected by relief organizations during the next two
or three months, were needed to moderate the
111.,

;

suffering.
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(See Inundations, Remarkable.)

—

Campaign op 1898. The political campaign of
was a quiet one, at least nominally conducted
on the same general issues as that of 1896, al1898

though the gradual return of business prosperity
had greatly modified the intensity of interest
with which some of the economic questions of
the preceding campaign had been regarded. The
only State officers to be elected were a StateTreasurer, a Superintendent of Public Instruction,

and three State University Trustees

—

the total
vote cast for the former being 878,622 against

Of the former,
Floyd K. Whittemore (Republican candidate for

1,090,869 for President in 1896.

State Treasurer) received 448,940 to 405,490 for

—

adjourned, April 14, after a session of 101 days,
with one exception (that of 1875), the shortest
regular session in the history of the State Government since the adoption of the Constitution of
The House of Representatives consisted of
1870.
eighty- one Republicans to seventy-one Democrats
and one Prohibitionist and the Senate, of thirtyfour Republicans to sixteen Democrats and one
Populist giving a Republican majority on joint
ballot of twenty-six.
Of 176 bills which passed
both Houses, received the approval of the Governor and became laws, some of the more important were the following: Amending the State
Arbitration Law by extending its scope and the
general powers of the Board creating the office
of State Architect at a salary of §5,000 per annum,
to furnish plans and specifications for public
buildings and supervise the construction and
care of the same authorizing the consolidation
of the territory of cities under township organization, and consisting of five or more Congressional townships, into one township; empowering
each Justice of the Supreme Court to employ a
private secretary at a salary of §2,000 per annum,
to be paid by the State; amending the State
Revenue Law of 1898 authorizing the establishment and maintenance of parental or truant
schools; and empowering the State to establish
Free Employment Offices, in the proportion of one
to each city of 50,000 inhabitants, or three in
cities of 1,000,000 and over.
An act was also
passed requiring the Secretary of State, when an
amendment of the State Constitution is to be
voted upon by the electors at any general election, to prepare a statement setting forth the provisions of the same and furnish copies thereof to
;

—

;

;

;

each County Clerk, whose duty

it is to have said
and posted at the places of voting
for the information of voters.
One of the most
important acts of this Legislature was the repeal,
by a practically unanimous vote, of the Street-

copies published
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railway Franchise Law of the previous session,
the provisions of which, empowering City Councils to grant street-railway franchises extending
over a period of fifty years, had been severely
criticised by a portion of the press and excited
intense hostility, especially in some of the larger
Although in force nearly two
cities of the State.
years, not a single corporation had succeeded in
obtaining a franchise under it.
Retrospect and a Look into The Future.
The history of Illinois has been traced concisely
and in outline from the earliest period to the
present time. Previous to the visit of Joliet and
Marquette, in 1673, as unknown as Central Africa,
for a century it continued the hunting ground of
savages and the home of wild animals common to
the plains and forests of the Mississippi Valley.
The region brought under the influence of civilization, such as then existed, comprised a small

Important Events in

the winter on the present site of Chicago.
Salle and Tonty descend the Illinois to Peoria Lake.
begins the erection of Fort St. Louis on " Starved
Rock " in La Salle County.
.—La Salle and Tonty descend the Illinois and Mississippi
Rivers to the mouth of the latter, and take possession
(April 9, 1682) in the name of the King of France.
1700 —First permanent French settlement in Illinois and Mission of St. Sulpice established at Cahokia.
1700.
Kaskaskia Indians" remove from the Upper Illinois and
locate near the mouth of the Kaskaskia River. French
settlement established here the same year becomes the
town of Kaskaskia and future capital of Illinois.
1718.
The first Fort Chartres. erected near Kaskaskia.
1718 —Fort St. Louis, on the Upper Illinois, burned by Indians.
1754, —Fort Chartres rebuilt and strengthened.
1765 —The Illinois country surrendered by the French to the
British under the treaty of 1763.
1778 —( July 4) Col. George Rogers Clark, at the head of an expedition organized under authority of Gov. Patrick Henry of
Virginia, arrives at Kaskaskia. The occupation of Illinois
*
by the American troops follows.
—Illinois County created by Act of the Virginia House of
Delegates, for the government of the settlements northwest of the Ohio River.
—Congress adopts the Ordinance of 1787, organizing the
Northwest Territory, embracing the present States of
Ohio. Indiana, Illinois. Michigan and Wisconsin.
1788 —General Arthur St. Clair appointed Governor of North-

west Territory.

—St
—Randolph

1790,
Clair County organized.
1795.
County organized.
1800. —Northwest Territory divided

except the exodus of a part of the old French
population, who preferred Spanish to British rule.
The period of development began with the
occupation of Illinois by Clark in 1778. That
saw the "Illinois County," created for the government of the settlements northwest of the
Ohio, expanded into five States, with an area of
250,000 square miles and a population, in 1890, of
In 1880 the population of the State
13,500,000.
equaled that of the Thirteen Colonies at the
close of the Revolution.
The eleventh State in
the Union in this respect in 1850, in 1890 it had
its

—

—

scarcely larger than two ordinarily sized
counties of the present day. Thirteen years of
nominal British control ( 1 765-78 ) saw little change,

With

—Tonty

.

area,

advanced to third rank.

—La

1680
1681

—

A

Illinois History.

and Marquette reach Illinois from Green Bay by
way of the Upper Mississippi and Illinois Rivers.
1674 •5.— Marquette makes a second visit to Illinois and spends
1673..—Joliet

into Ohio and Indiana Terbeing embraced in the latter.
Territory set off from Indiana, and Ninian
Edwards appointed Governor.
1818..— Dec. 3) Illinois admitted as a State.
1820. —State capital removed from Kaskaskia to Vandalia.
1822-•24.— Unsuccessful attempt to make Illinois a slave State.
1825.,— April 30) General La Fayette visits Kaskaskia.
ritories, Illinois

1809..—Illinois
(

(

Hawk

1832. —Black
1839. —(July 4)

War.

Springfield becomes the third capital of the State

under an Act of the Legislature passed in
1848. —The second Constitution adopted.

1837.

—Abraham

1860.
1861.
of
1863. —(Jan. 1)

—War

Lincoln is elected President.
the Rebellion begins.
Lincoln issues his final Proclamation of

Eman-

cipation.

— Lincoln's
1865 — (April 14)

second election to the Presidency.
Abraham Lincoln assassinated in Washington.
1865 — May 4) President Lincoln's funeral in Springfield.
J 865 —The War of the Rebellion ends.
1868.
Gen. U. s. Grant elected to the Presidency.
1870.
The third State Constitution adopted.
1864.

i

unsurpassed

fertility of soil, its inexhaustible supplies of fuel

for

manufacturing purposes,

its

roads, surpassing in extent that of

system of

rail-

POPULATION OF ILLINOIS

any other State,

there is little risk in predicting that the next
forty years will see it advanced to second, if not
first rank, in both wealth and population.

At Each Decennial Census from
1810
1820
1830
1840
1850

But

if the development of Illinois on material
has been marvelous, its contributions to the
Nation in philanthropists and educators, soldiers
and statesmen, have rendered it conspicuous. A
long list of these might be mentioned, but two
names from the ranks of Illinoisans have been, by
common consent, assigned a higher place than all
others, and have left a deeper impress upon the
history of the Nation than any others since the
days of Washington. These are, Ulysses S. Grant,
the Organizer of Victory for the Union arms
and Conqueror of the Rebellion, and Abraham
Lincoln, the Great Emancipator, the Preserver of
the Republic, and its Martyred President.

lines

12,282
55,162
157.445
476,183

(23)
(24)
(20)

(14)
(11)

851,470

Note.— Figures

1860
1870
1880
1890
1900

isio to 1900.
1,711,951
2,539,891
3.077,871
3,826,351
4,821,550

(4)
(4)

(4)
(3)
(3)

in parenthesis indicate

the rank of the State

in order of population.

ILLINOIS CITIES
Having a Population
Name.

Population.

Chicago
Peoria

1,698,755
56,100
36,252
34,159
31,051
29,353
29,655
24,147
23,286
22,433
20,754
19,498

Quincy..
Springfield

Rockford
Joliet

East St. Louis
Aurora
Bloomington
Elgin
-

Decatur

Rock

Island

Evauston

19,259

of 10,000

and Over

Name.
Galesburg
Belleville

Moline
Danville
Jacksonville

Alton
Streator

Kankakee
Freeport
Cairo

Ottawa

La

Salle

(1900).

Population.
18,607
17,481
17.24S
16,354
15.078
14,210
14,079
13,595
13.258
12,566
10,588
10,446
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INDEX.
This index rotates exclusively to matter embraced in the article under the title "Illinois." Subjects of general State history
will be found treated at length, under topical heads, in the body of the Encyclopedia.

Admission of Illinois as a State, 258.
Altgeld, John P., administration as Governor, 279-80; defeated for re-election, 281.
Anderson, Stinson H.,264.
Anti-Nebraska Editorial Convention, 256.
Anti-slavery contest of 1822-24; defeat.of a
convention scheme, 260.
Baker, Col. E, D., 203; orator at laying
the corner-stone of State capitol, 264.
Bateman, Newton, State Superintendent
of Public Instruction, 270,274,275.
Beveridge, John L., Congressman and

Lieutenant-Governor; becomes Governor
by resignation of Governor Oglesby, 276.
Birkbeck, Morris, 260.

William H., Colonel in Mexican
War, 265; Governor, 209; death, 270.
Black Hawk War, 262.
Blodgett, Henry W., Free Soil member of
Bissell,

the Legislature.

268.

Bloomington Convention (1856), 269.
Boisbriant, first French Commandant, 249.
Bond, Shadrach, 255; Delegate in Congress,
257; first

Governor,

258.

Breese, Sidney, 259.

Browne, Thomas C, 260.
Browning, Orville H., in

Bloomington

Convention, 269; U. S. Senator, 273.
Cahokia, first French settlement at, 252.
Camp Douglas consoiracy, 273.
Canal Scrip Fraud, 270.
Carlin, Thomas, elected Governor, 263.
Casey, Zaduc, elected to Congress; resigns the Lieutenant-Governorship, 262.
Charlevoix visits Illinois, 247

Chicago and Calumet Bivers, importance
of in estimation of early explorers, 247.
Chicago election frauds, 278.
Chicago, fire of 1871 276.
Chicagou, Indian Chief for whom Chicago
,

was named, 248.
Clark, Col. George Sogers, expedition
Illinois;

Coles,

capture of Kaskaskia,

Edward, emancipates

to

251.

his

slaves;

candidate for Governor, 259; his election,
persecuted by his enemies, 261.
Constitutional Convention of 1818, 258.
Constitutional Convention of 1847,266.
Constitutional Convention of 1862, 272.
Constitutional Convention of 1870, 275.
Cook, Daniel P., 255; Attorney-General,
258; elected to Congress, 260-61.
Craig, Capt. Thomas, expedition against
Indians at Peoria. 257.
Cullom, Shelby M., Speaker of General Assembly, 270; elected Governor, 276; features of his administration; re-elected,
277; elected to U. S. Senate, 278.
Davis, David, United States Senator, 277.
Dougl as, Stephen A. 263 Justice Supreme
Court, 264, U. S. Senator, 266; debates
with Lincoln, 268-70; re-elected U. S. Senator, 270; death, 272.
Duncan, Joseph, Governor; character of
his administration, 262-63.
Early towns, 258.
260;

,

Earthquake of

;

1811,256.

Edwards, Ninian, Governor

Illinois TerriS. Senator, 259;

tory, 255, elected IT.
elected Governor; administration
death, 261.

and

Ewing, William L. D., becomes acting
Governor; occupant of many offices, 262.
Explorers, early French, 244-5.
Farwell, Charles B.,

279.

Field-McClernand contest, 261.
Fifer, Joseph W., elected Governor, 279.
Fisher, Dr. George, Speaker of Territorial

French occupation; settlement about Kaskaskia and Cahokia, 249.

Morgan,

French

Mormon War, 264-65.

villages, population of in 1765, 251.
Gibault. Pierre, 252.

Grant, Ulysses S. arrival at Springfield;
Colonel of Twenty-first Illinois Volunteers, 271
elected President 275.
,

;

Gresham, Walter

Q., supported by Illinois
Republicans for the Presidency, 279.
Hamilton, John M., Lieutenant-Governor,
277; succeeds Gov. Cullom, 278.

Hansen-Shaw contest, 260.
Hardin, John J., 263; elected to Congress,
264; killed at Buena Vista, 265.
Harrison, William Heury.

first Governor
of Indiana Territory, 254.
Henry, Patrick, Indian Commissioner for
Illinois Country;
assists in planning

Clark's expedition, 251; ex-olficio Governor of territory northwest of the Ohio

River

&

first

American Governor, 252.
County organized by Virginia

Illinois

House

of Delegates, 252.

Illinois Territory organized; first Territorial officers. 255.
Indiana Territory organized. 254; first
Territorial Legislature elected, 255.
Indian tribes; location in Illinois, 247.
Internal improvement scheme, 263.
Joliet, Louis, accompanied by Marquette,
visits Illinois in 1673, 245.

Kane, Elias Kent, 258.
Kansas-Nebraska contest, 268.
Kaskaskia Indians remove from Upper
Illinois to mouth of Kaskaskia, 248.
Kenton, Simon, guide for Clark's expedition against Kaskaskia, 251.
Labor disturbances, 270, 280, 283.
La Fayette, visit of, to Kaskaskia, 261.

La Salle,

expedition to Illinois in 1679-80,
245; builds Fort Miami, near mouth of
St. Joseph; disasterof Fort Creve-Coeur;
erection of Fort St. Louis, 246.

Abraham, Representative in the
General Assembly, 263; elected to Congress, 266; unsuccessful candidate for
the United States Senate; member of

Lincoln,

Bloomington Convention of 1856;
" House-divided-against-itself" speech,

209; elected President, 270: departure for
Washington, 271; elected for a second
term, 273; assassination and funeral, 274.
Lincoln- Douglas debates, 270.
Lockwood, Samuel D., Attorney-General;

Secretary of State; opponent of proslavery convention scheme, 260.
Logan, Gen. John A., prominent Union
soldier, 272 Congressman-at-large. 274-75
elected United States Senator, 276; Republican nominee for Vice-President;
;

third election as Senator,
Houseof Representatives, 257.
Ford, Thomas, Governor; embarrassing " Long Nine,"263.

questions of his administration, 264.
Fort Chartre3, surrendered to British, 250.
Fort Dearborn massacre, 256-57.
Fort Gage burned, 251.
Fort Massac, starting point on the Ohio of
Clark's expedition, 251.
Fort St, Louis, 246; raided

Louisiana united with Illinois. 254.
Lovejoy, Elijah P., murdered at Alton,
Macalister and Stebbins bonds, 270.

and burned by

E., U. S. Senator, 282.

McLean, John, Speaker; first RepresentativeinCongress; U.S Senator; death, 26a.
Menard, Pierre, 255; President of Territorial Council, 257;

for Illinois in 1775, 251.

French, Augustus C, Governor,
French and Indian War, 250.

265-7.

New Design Settlement, 255.
New France, 244. 249.

elected Lieutenant-

Governor, 258; anecdote

Mexican War, 265.

of, 259.

unsuccessful Democratic candidate

for Governor; elected U.S. Senator, 279;
candidate for President, 282.
Peace Conference of 1861,271.
Peace conventions of 1863, 273.
Perrot, Nicholas, explorer, 245.
Pittman, Capt. Philip, defines the boundaries of the "Illinois Country," 241.
Pope, Nathaniel, Secretary of Illinois Territory, 255; Delegate in Congress; service infixing northern
Prairies, origin of, 243.

boundary,

Randolph County organized,

258.

254.

Renault, Philip F., first importer of African slaves to Illinois. 249.
Republican State Convention of 1856,269.
Reynolds, John, elected Governor; resigns
to take seat in Congress, 262; Speaker of
Illinois Houseof Representatives. 268.
Richardson, William A., candidate for
Governor, 270; U.S. Senator, 272.
Rocheblave, Chevalier de, last British
Commandant in Illinois, 251; sent as a
prisoner of war to Williamsburg, 252.

Shawneetown Bank, 257.
Shawneetown flood, 283.
Shields, Gen. James, 263; elected U. S. Senator, 267; defeated for re-election, 269.

Southern Hospital for Insane burned, 280.
Spanish-American War, 281.
Springfield, third State capital, 263; erection of new State capitol at, authorizeu,
275; State Bank, 259.
St. Clair, Arthur, first Governor of Northwest Territory, 253; visits Illinois, 254.
St. Clair County organized, 254.
State debt reaches its
268.
State Fair permanently located, 281.
Streams and navigation, 242.
Supreme Court revolutionized, 264.
Tanner, John R., State Treasurer, 278;

maximum,

elected Governor,

281-2.

Thomas. Jesse

B., 255; President of ConConvention of 1818,
258;
elected United States Senator, 259.
Todd, Col. John, County-Lieutenant of Illinois County, 252.
Tonty, Henry de(see La Salle).
Treaty with Indians near Alton, 257.
Trumbull, Lyman, Secretary of State. 264;
elected United States Senator, 269-70;
Democratic candidate for Governor, 277.
Vandalia, the second State capital, 259.

stitutional

War of 1812, 256; expeditions to Peoria
Lake, 257.
War of the Rebellion; some prominent
Illinois actors; number of troops furnished by Illinois; important battles participated in, 271 72; some officers who
fell;, Grierson raid, 272.

Warren,
263.

Marquette, Father Jacques (see Joliet)
his mission among the Kaskaskias, 248.

Mason, William

Indians, 247.
Franklin, Benjamin, Indian Commissioner

278.

Indian Agent at Kas-

1776, 251.

Nicolet. Jean, French explorer, 244-5.
Northwest Territory organized; Gen. Arthur St. Clair appointed Governor, 253;
first Territorial Legislature; separated
into Territories of Ohio and Indiana, 254.
Oglesby, Richard J., soldier in Civil War,
271; elected Governor, 274; second election; chosen U. S. Senator, 276; third
election to governorship, 278.
Ordinance of 1787,253.
'•
Paincourt " (early name for St Louis)
settled by French from Illinois, 251.
Palmer, John M., member of Peace Conference of 1861, 271; elected. Governor;
prominent events of his administration,
275;

rank in order of admission into
the Union, area and population, 241; Indian origin of the name; boundaries and
area; geographical location; navigable
streams, 242; topography, fauna and
flora, 243; soil and climate, 243-44; contest for occupation, 244; part of Louisiana in 1721, 249; surrendered to the
British in 1765, 251; under government of
Virginia, 252; part of Indiana Territory,
254; Territorial Government organized;
Ninian Edwards appointed Governor,
255; admitted as a State. 258
Michigan Canal, 261.
Illinois
Illinois Central Railroad. 267-68.
"Illinois Country," boundaries defined by
Captain Pittman, 241; Patrick Heury,
Illinois, its

Col. George,

kaskia in

Hooper,

editor

Edwardsville

Spectator, 260.

Wayne, Gen. Anthony, 254.

Whig mass-meeting

at Springfield, 264.

Wilniot Proviso, action of Illinois Legislature upon, 267.
Wood. John, Lieutenant-Governor, fills
Bissell's unexpired term, 270.
Yates, Richard, at Bloomington Convention of 1856. 269; Governor, 270; prorogues
Legislature of 1863; elected United States
Senator, 273.
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ILES, Elijah, pioneer merchant, was born in
Kentucky, March 28, 1796 received the rudiments
of an education in two winters' schooling, and
began his business career by purchasing 100 head
of yearling cattle upon which, after herding
;

three years in the valleys of Eastern Kentucky, he realized a profit of nearly $3,000. In
1818 he went to St. Louis, then a French village
of 2,500 inhabitants, and, after spending three

them

years as clerk in a frontier store at "Old Franklin," on the Missouri River, nearly opposite the
present town of Boonville, in 1821 made a horseback tour through Central Illinois, finally locating

which had just been selected by
Commissioners as the temporary
county-seat of Sangamon County. Here he soon
brought a stock of goods by keel-boat from St.
Louis and opened the first store in the new town.
Two years later (1823), in conjunction with
Pascal P. Enos, Daniel P. Cook and Thomas Cox,
he entered a section of land comprised within the
at Springfield,

a board

of

Gulf of Mexico. Its summit level "is about 580
feet above tide water.
Its point of beginning is
at the South Branch of the Chicago River, about
five miles from the lake.
Thence it flows some
eight miles to the valley of the Des Plaines, following the valley to the mouth of the Kankakee

to its southwestern
the head of navigation on
the Illinois. Between these points the canal has
four feeders the Calumet, Des Plaines, Du Page
and Kankakee. It passes through Lockport,
Joliet, Morris, and Ottawa, receiving accessions
from the waters of the Fox River at the latter
point.
The canal proper is 96 miles long, and it
has five feeders whose aggregate length is
twenty-five miles, forty feet wide and four feet
deep, with four aqueducts and seven dams. The

(forty-two

miles), thence

terminus at La

Salle,

—

difference in level

between Lake Michigan and
La Salle is one hundred and

the Illinois River at

present area of

forty-five feet.
To permit the ascent of vessels,
there are seventeen locks, ranging from three
and one half to twelve and one-half feet in lift,

later

their dimensions being 110x18 feet,

the city of Springfield, which
became the permanent county-seat and
finally the State capital.
Mr. lies became the
first postmaster of Springfield, and, in 1826, was
elected State Senator, served as Major in the
Winnebago War (1827), enlisted as a private in
the Black Hawk War (1831-32), but was soon
advanced to the rank of Captain. In 1830 he
sold his store to John Williams, who had been
his clerk, and, in 1838-39, built the "American
House," which afterwards became the temporary
stopping-place of many of Illinois' most famous
statesmen.

He

invested

largely

farming lands, and, at his death,
estate.

Died, Sept.

4,

in
left

valuable

a large

1883.

ILLINOIS ASYLUM FOR INCURABLE IN
SANE, an institution founded under an act of the
General Assembly, passed at the session of 1895,
making an appropriation of $65,000 for the purchase of a site and the erection of buildings with
capacity for the accommodation of 200 patients.
The institution was located by the Trustees at
Bartonville, a suburb of the city of Peoria, and
the erection of buildings begun in 1896. Later
these were found to be located on ground which
had been undermined in excavating for coal, and
their removal to a different location was undertaken in 1898. The institution is intended to
relieve the other hospitals for the Insane by the
reception of patients deemed incurable.

dams have been

ILLINOIS AND MICHIGAN CANAL, a waterway connecting Lake Michigan with the Illinois

at Henry, about

and forming a connecting link in the
water-route between the St. Lawrence and the

sixty miles below

River,

and admitting

the passage of boats carrying 150 tons. At Lockport, Joliet, Du Page, Ottawa and La Salle are
large basins, three of which supply power to factories.
To increase the water supply, rendered
necessary by the high summit level, pumping
works were erected at Bridgeport, having two
thirty -eight foot independent wheels, each capable of delivering (through buckets of ten feet
length or width) 15,000 cubic feet of water per
minute. These pumping works were erected in
1848, at a cost of $15,000, and were in almost continuous use until 1870. It was soon found that
these machines might be utilized for the benefit
of Chicago, by forcing the sewage of the Chicago
River to the summit level of the canal, and allowing its place to be filled by pure water from the
lake.
This pumping, however, cost a large sum,
and to obviate this expense $2,955,340 was expended by Chicago in deepening the canal between 1865 and 1871, so that the sewage of the
south division of the city might be carried through
the canal to the Des Plaines. This sum was
returned to the City by the State after the great
fire of 1871.
(As to further measures for carrying off Chicago sewage, see Chicago Drainage
Canal.)
In connection with the canal three locks and

—

on the Illinois River, one
twenty -eight miles below La

built

one at the mouth of Copperas Creek, about
Henry; and another at La
Grange. The object of these works (the first

Salle

;
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two being

practically an extension of the canal)

to furnish slack-water navigation throughout the year. The cost of that at Henry (§400,000)
is

was defrayed by

direct appropriation

from the

State treasury. Copperas Creek dam cost §410,831,
of which amount the United States Government

The General Government also conat La Grange and appropriated

paid §02,300.
structed a

dam

funds for the building of another at Kampsville
Landing, with a view to making the river thoroughly navigable the year round. The beneficial
results expected from these works have not been
realized and their demolition is advocated.
The early missionaries and furHistory.
traders first directed attention to the nearness of
the waters of Lake Michigan and the Illinois.
The project of the construction of a canal was
made the subject of a report by Albert Gallatin,
Secretary of the Treasury in 1808, and, in 1811, a
bill on the subject was introduced in Congress in
connection with the Erie and other canal enterIn 1822 Congress granted the right of
prises.
way across the public lands "for the route of a
canal connecting the Illinois River with the
south bend of Lake Michigan," which was followed five years later by a grant of 300,000 acres
of land to aid in its construction, which was to
be undertaken by the State of Illinois. The
earliest surveys contemplated a channel 100 miles
long, and the original estimates of cost varied
between §039,000 and §710,000. Later surveys
and estimates (1833) placed the cost of a canal
forty feet wide and four feet deep at §4,040,000.
In 1830 another Board of Commissioners was
created and surveys were made looking to the
construction of a waterway sixty feet wide at the
surface, thirty-six feet at bottom, and six feet in
depth. Work was begun in June of that year;
was suspended in 1841 and renewed in 1840,
when a canal loan of §1,000,000 was negotiated.
The channel was opened for navigation in April,
1848, by which time the total outlay had reached

—

;

§0,170,220.

By

Illinois had liquidated its
on account of the canal and
reverted to the State. The total cost

1871,

entire indebtedness

the latter
up to 1879

—

including amount refunded to Chicago was §9,513,831, while the sum returned to
the State from earnings, sale of canal lands, etc.
amounted to §8,819,731. In 1882 an offer was
made to cede the canal to the United States upon
condition that it should be enlarged and extended to the Mississippi, was repeated in 1887,
but has been declined.

—

ILLINOIS AND MISSISSIPPI CANAL (generknown as "Hennepin Canal"), a projected

ally
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navigable water-way in course of construction
(1899) by the General Government, designed to
connect the Upper Illinois with the Mississippi
River. Its object is to furnish a continuous
navigable water-channel from Lake Michigan, at
or near Chicago, by way of the Illinois & Michigan Canal (or the Sanitary Drainage Canal) and
the Illinois River, to the Mississippi at the mouth
of Rock River, and finally to the Gulf of Mexico.
The Route. The canal, at its eastern end,
leaves the Illinois River one and three-fourths
miles above the city of Hennepin, where the
river makes the great bend to the south. Ascending the Bureau Creek valley, the route passes
over the dividing ridge between the Illinois River
and the Mississippi to Rock River at the mouth
of Green River; thence by slack- water down
Rock River, and around the lower rapids in that
stream at Milan, to the Mississippi. The estimated length of the main channel between its
eastern and western termini is seventy-five miles
the distance having been reduced by changes
in the route after the first survey. To this is to
be added a "feeder" extending from the vicinity
of Sheffield, on the summit-level (twenty-eight
miles west of the starting point on the Illinois),
north to Rock Falls on Rock River opposite the
city of Sterling in Whiteside County, for the
purpose of obtaining an adequate supply of water
for the main canal on its highest level.
The
length of this feeder is twenty-nine miles and, as
its dimensions are the same as those of the main
channel, it will be navigable for vessels of the
same class as the latter. A dam to be constructed
at Sterling, to turn water into the feeder, will
furnish slack-water navigation on Rock River to
Dixon, practically lengthening the entire route
to that extent.
History. The subject of such a work began to
be actively agitated as early as 1871, and, under
authority of various acts of Congress, preliminary
surveys began to be made by Government engineers that year. In 1890 detailed plans and estimates, based upon these preliminary surveys,
were submitted to Congress in accordance with
the river and harbor act of August, 1888. This
report became the basis of an appropriation in
the river and harbor act of Sept. 19, 1890, for
carrying the work into practical execution.
Actual work was begun on the western end of the
canal in July, 1892, and at the eastern end in the
spring of 1894. Since then it has been prosecuted
as continuously as the appropriations made by
Congress from year to year would permit. According to the report of Major Marshall, Chief of

—

—

—
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Engineers in charge of the work, for the fiscal
year ending June 30, 1898, the construction of the
canal around the lower rapids of Rock River (four
and one-half miles), with three locks, three
swing bridges, two dams, besides various buildings, was completed and that portion of the canal
opened to navigation on April 17. 1895. In the
early part of 1899, the bulk of the excavation
and masonry on the eastern section was practically completed, the feeder line under contract,
and five out of the eighteen bridges required to
be constructed in place; and it was estimated
that the whole line, with locks, bridges, culverts
and aqueducts, will be completed within two
years, at the farthest, by 1902.
Dimensions, Methods op Construction, Cost,
etc.
As already stated, the length of the main
line is seventy -five miles, of which twenty-eight
miles (the eastern section) is east of the junction
of the feeder, and forty -seven miles (the western
section) west of that point making, with the
twenty-nine miles of feeder, a total of one hundred and four miles, or seven miles longer than
the Illinois & Michigan Canal. The rise from the
Illinois River datum to the summit-level on the
eastern section is accomplished by twenty-one
locks with a lift of six to fourteen feet each, to
reach an altitude of 196 feet while the descent
of ninety-three feet to the low-water level of the
Mississippi on the western end is accomplished
through ten locks, varying from six to fourteen
feet each.
The width of the canal, at the water
surface, is eighty feet, with a depth below the
surface-line of seven feet. The banks are riprapped with stone the entire length of the canal.
The locks are one hundred and seventy feet long,
between the quoins, by thirty-five feet in width,
admitting the passage of vessels of one hundred
and forty feet in length and thirty -two feet beam
and each capable of carrying six hundred tons of

—

—

;

freight.

The bulk

masonry employed in the conas well as abutments for
bridges and aqueducts, is solid concrete manufactured in place, while the lock-gates and aqueof the

struction of

locks,

—

ducts proper are of steel the use of these
materials resulting in a large saving in the first
cost as to the former, and securing greater solidity and permanence in all.
The concrete work,
already completed, is found to have withstood
the effects of ice even more successfully than
natural stone. The smaller culverts are of iron
piping and the framework of all the bridges of
steel.

The

earlier estimates placed the entire cost of

construction of the canal, locks, bridges, buildings, etc., at $5,068,000 for the main channel and
$1,858,000 for the Rock River feeder— a total of
This has been reduced, however, by
§6,926,000.
changes in the route and unexpected saving in
the material employed for masonry work. The

shown by official reports,
up to June 30, 1898, was $1,748,905.13. The
amount expended up to March 1, 1899, approximated $2,500,000, while the amount necessary to
complete the work (exclusive of an unexpended
balance) was estimated, in round numbers, at

total expenditure, as

$3,500,000.

The completion

of this work,

it is

estimated,

will result in a saving of over 400 miles in water

transportation between Chicago and the western
terminus of the canal. In order to make the
canal available to its full capacity between lake
points and the Mississippi, the enlargement of

& Michigan Canal, both as to width
and depth of channel, will be an indispensable
necessity and it is anticipated that an effort will
be made to secure action in this direction by the
Another
Illinois Legislature at its next session.
the Illinois

;

expedient likely to receive strong support will be,
to induce the General Government to accept the
tender of the Illinois & Michigan Canal and, by
the enlargement of the latter through its whole
length or, from Lockport to the Illinois River
at La Salle, with the utilization of the Chicago
Drainage Canal furnish a national water-way
between the lakes and the Gulf of Mexico of
sufficient capacity to accommodate steamers and
other vessels of at least 600 tons burthen.

—

—

ILLINOIS BAND, THE, an

association consist-

ing of seven young men, then students in Yale
College, who, in the winter of 1828-29, entered
into a mutual compact to devote their lives to the
promotion of Christian education in the West,
especially in Illinois.

It

was composed

of

Theron

Baldwin, John F. Brooks, Mason Grosvenor,
Elisha Jenney, William Kirby, Julian M. Sturtevant and Asa Turner. All of these came to Illinois at an early day, and one of the first results
of their efforts was the founding of Illinois College at Jacksonville, in 1829, with which all
became associated as members of the first Board
of Trustees, several of them so remaining to the
close of their lives, while most of them were connected with the institution for a considerable
period, either as members of the faculty or financial agents
Dr. Sturtevant having been President for thirty-two years and an instructor or
professor fifty-six years.
(See Baldwin, Theron;
Brooks, John F.; and Sturtevant, Julian If.)

—

HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.
ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD, a

corpo-

ration controlling the principal line of railroad

extending through the entire length of the State
from north to south, besides numerous side
branches acquired by lease during the past few

made up of three genfrom Chicago to Cairo,
111.
(364.73 miles); from Centralia to Dubuque,
Iowa, (340.77 miles), and from Cairo to New

years.

The main

lines are

eral divisions, extending

Orleans, La.

miles)

— making

a total of
1,253.29 miles of main line, of which 705.5 miles
are in Illinois.
Besides this the company controls, through lease and stock ownership, a large
number of lateral branches which are operated
by the company, making the total mileage
officially reported up to June 30, 1898, 3,130.21
miles.
(History.) The Illinois Central Railroad
is not only one of the lines earliest projected in
the history of the State, but has been most inti(547.79

mately connected with

its

development.

The

mouth

of the

project of a road starting from the

Ohio and extending northward through the State
is said to have been suggested by Lieut. -Gov.
Alexander M. Jenkins as early as 1832; wT as
advocated by the late Judge Sidney Breese and
others in 1835 under the name of the Wabash &
Mississippi Railroad, and took the form of a
charter granted by the Legislature in January,
1836, to the first "Illinois

Central Railroad

Com-

pany," to construct a road from Cairo to a point
near the southern terminus of the Illinois &
Michigan Canal. Nothing was done under this
act, although an organization was effected, with
Governor Jenkins as President of the Company.
The Company surrendered its charter the next
year and the work was undertaken by the State,
under the internal improvement act of 1837, and
considerable money expended without completing any portion of the line. The State having

abandoned the

enterprise, the

1843, incorporated the

Legislature,

in

"Great Western Railway

Company" under what came

to be

known

as tho

"Holbrook charter," to be organized under the
auspices of the Cairo City & Canal Company,
the line to connect the termini named in the
charter

of

1836,

via

Vandalia,

Shelbyville,

Decatur and Bloomington. Considerable money
was expended under this charter, but the scheme
again failed of completion, and the act was
repealed in 1845. A charter under the same
name, with some modification as to organization,
was renewed in 1849.— In January, 1850, Senator
Douglas introduced a bill in the United States
Senate making a grant to the State of Illinois of
alternate sections of land along the line of a
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proposed road extending from Cairo to Duluth in
the northwest corner of the State, with a branch
to Chicago, which bill passed the Senate in May
of the same year and the House in September,
and became the basis of the Illinois Central Railroad Company as it exists to-day. Previous to
the passage of this act, however, the Cairo City
& Canal Company had been induced to execute a
surrender to the State of its rights and priviunder the "Holbrook charter." This was
followed in February, 1851, by the act of the
Legislature incorporating the Illinois Central
Railroad Company, and assigning thereto (under
specified conditions) the grant of lands received
from the General Government. This grant
covered alternate sections within six miles of the
line, or the equivalent thereof (when such lands
were not vacant), to be placed on lands within
fifteen miles of tlie line.
The number of acres
full

leges

thus assigned to the Company was 2,595,000,
(about 3,840 acres per mile), which were conveyed to Trustees as security for the performance
of the work.
An engineering party, organized
at Chicago, May 21, 1851, began the preliminary survey of the Chicago branch, and
before the end of the year the whole line was
The first contract for
surveyed and staked out
grading was let on March 15, 1852, being for that
portion between Chicago and Kensington (then
known as Calumet), 14 miles. This was opened
for traffic, May 24, 1852, and over it the Michigan
Central, which had been in course of construction
from the east, obtained trackage rights to enter
Chicago. Later, contracts were let for other
sections, some of them in June, and the last on
In May, 1853, the section from
Oct. 14, 1852.

La

Bloomington (61 miles) was comand opened for business, a temporary

Salle to

pleted

bridge being constructed over the Illinois near
La Salle, and cars hauled to the top of the bluff
with chains and cable by means of a stationary
engine. In July, 1854, the Chicago Division was
put in operation to Urbana, 128 miles; the main

from Cairo to La Salle (301 miles), completed
8, 1855, and the line from La Salle to Duluth
(now East Dubuque), 146.73 miles, on June 12,
1855 the entire road (705.5 miles) being completed, Sept. 27, 1856.— (Financial Statement.)
line

Jan.

—

capital of the road was originally
fixed at ^17,000,000, but previous to 1869 it had
been increased to $25,500,000, and during 1873-74

The share

The present capitalization (1898)
which $52,500,000 is in stock,
$52,680,925 in bonds, and $51,367,000 in miscellaneous obligations. The total cost of the road
to $29,000,000.
is

$163,352,593, of
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shown by a report made

in Illinois, as

By

in 1889,

was

terms of its charter the
corporation is exempt from taxation, but in lieu
thereof is required to pay into the State treasury,
semi-annually, seven per cent upon the gross
earnings of the line in Illinois. The sum thus
paid into the State treasury from Oct. 31, 1855,
when the first payment of $29,751.59 was made,
up to and including Oct. 31, 1898, aggregated

$35,110,609.

the

payment (October, 1898),
amounted to $334,527.01. The largest payment
in the history of the road was that of October,
The

$17,315,193.24.

1893,

last

amounting, for the preceding six months, to

The net income of the main line in
the year ending June 30, 1898, was
$12,299,021, and the total expenditures within the
State $12,831,161.— (Leased Lines.) The first
$450,176.34.

Illinois, for

addition to the Illinois Central System was made
in 1867 in the acquisition, by lease, of the Dubuque
& Sioux City Eailroad, extending from Dubuque
Since then it has extended
to Sioux Falls, Iowa.
its Iowa connections, by the construction of new
lines and the acquisition or extension of others.
The most important addition to the line outside
of

the State

of

Illinois

effected, in 1872, with the

was an arrangement

New Orleans,

Jackson

&

Great Northern, and the Mississippi Central Railroads with which it previously had traffic connections giving it control of a line from Jackson,
Tenn., to New Orleans, La. At first, connection

—

—

was had between the Illinois Central at Cairo and
the Southern Divisions of the system, by means
of transfer steamers, but subsequently the gap
was filled in and the through line opened to traffic
in December, 1873.
In 1874 the New Orleans,
Jackson & Great Northern and the Mississippi
Central roads were consolidated under the title
of the New Orleans, St. Louis & Chicago Railroad,
but the new corporation defaulted on its interest
in 1876. * The Illinois Central, which was the
owner of a majority of the bonds of the constituent lines which went to make up the New Orleans,
St. Louis & Chicago Railroad, then acquired
ownership of the whole line by foreclosure proceedings in 1877, and it was reorganized, on Jan.
1, 1878, under the name of the Chicago, St. Louis
& New Orleans Railroad, and placed in charge of
one of the Vice-Presidents of the Illinois Central
Company. (Illinois Branches.) The more important branches of the Illinois Central within the
State include (1) The Springfield Division from
Chicago to Springfield (111.47 miles), chartered
:

in 1867,

&

and opened

in 1871 as the Gilman, Clinton

Springfield Railroad

a receiver

in 1873, sold

;

passed into the hands of
under foreclosure in 1876,

and

leased, in 1878, for fifty years, to the Illinois
Central Railroad (2) The Rantoul Division from
Leroy to the Indiana State line (66.21 miles in
Illinois), chartered in 1876 as the Havana, Rantoul & Eastern Railroad, built as a narrow-gauge
line and operated in 1881 afterwards changed to
standard-gauge, and controlled by the Wabash,
St. Louis & Pacific until May, 1884, when it passed
into the hands of a receiver in December of the
:

;

;

same year taken

by the bondholders in
the hands of a receiver, and,

in charge

1885 again placed in

;

in October, 1886, sold to the Illinois Central:

(3)

The Chicago, Havana & Western Railroad, from
Havana to Champaign, with a branch from Whiteheath to Decatur

(total, 131.62 miles), constructed
extension of the Indianapolis,
Bloomington & Western, and opened in 1873 sold
under foreclosure in 1879 and organized as the

as the western

;

Champaign, Havana & Western; in 1880 purchased by the Wabash, St. Louis & Pacific; in
1884 taken possession of by the mortgage trustees
and, in September, 1886, sold under foreclosure to
(4) The Freeport
from Chicago by way of Freeport to

the Illinois Central Railroad:
Division,

Madison, Wis. (140 miles in Illinois), constructed
under a charter granted to the Chicago, Madison
& Northern Railroad (which see), opened for
traffic in 1888, and transferred to the Illinois
Central Railroad Company in January, 1889
(5)
:

The Kankakee & Southwestern (131.26 miles),
constructed from Kankakee to Bloomington
under the charters of the Kankakee & Western
and the Kankakee & Southwestern Railroads;
acquired by the Illinois Central in 1878, begun in
1880, and extended to Bloomington in 1883 and
(6) The St. Louis, Alton & Terre Haute (which
:

under

old name).
Other Illinois branch
importance embrace the Blue Island
the Chicago & Texas the Mound City the South
Chicago; the St. Louis, Belleville & Southern,
see

its

lines of less

;

;

and the St. Charles Air-Line, which furnishes
an entrance to the City of Chicago over an elevated track. The total length of these Illinois
branches in 1898 was 919.72 miles, with the main
lines making the total mileage of the company
within the State 1,624.22 miles. For several years
up to 1895 the Illinois Central had a connection
with St. Louis over the line of the Terre Haute &
Indianapolis from Effingham, but this is now
secured by way of the Springfield Division and
the main line to Pana, whence its trains pass over
the old Indianapolis & St. Louis now the Cleveland, Cinciunati, Chicago & St. Louis Railway.
Between June 30, 1897 and April 30, 1898, branch
lines in the Southern States (chiefly in Kentucky

—
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and Tennessee), to the extent of 670 miles, were
added to the Illinois Central System. The Cairo
Bridge, constructed across the Ohio River near
its mouth, at a cost of $3,000,000, for the purpose of
connecting the Northern and Southern Divisions
of the Illinois Central System, and one of the
most stupendous structures of its kind in the
world, belongs wholly to

Railroad Company.

the

Illinois

Central

(See Cairo Bridge.)

ILLINOIS COLLEGE, an institution of learning at Jacksonville, 111., which was the first to
graduate a collegiate class in the history of the
It had its origin in a movement inauguState.
rated about 1827 or 1828 to secure the location, at
some point in Illinois, of a seminary or college
which would give the youth of the State the
opportunity of acquiring a higher education.
Some of the most influential factors in this movement were already citizens of Jacksonville, or
contemplated becoming such. In January, 1828,
the outline of a plan for such an institution was
drawn up by Rev. John M. Ellis, a home missionary
of the Presbyterian Church, and Hon. Samuel D.
Lockwood, then a Justice of the Supreme Court
of the State, as a basis for soliciting subscriptions
for the organization of a stock-company to carry
the enterprise into execution. The plan, as then
proposed, contemplated provision for a department of female education, at least until a separate
institution could be furnished which, if not a

—

forerunner of the co-educational system now so
much in vogue, at least foreshadowed the establishment of the Jacksonville Female Seminary,
which soon followed the founding of the college.
A few months after these preliminary steps were
taken, Mr. Ellis was brought into communication

with a group of young

men

at Yale College (see

"Illinois Band") who had entered into a compact to devote their lives to the cause of educational and missionary work in the West, and out
of the union of these two forces, soon afterwards
effected,

grew

Illinois College.

The organization

"Yale Band," was formally
consummated in February, 1829, and before the
close of the year a fund of $10,000 for the purpose
of the "Illinois" or

of laying the foundation of the proposed institu-

had been pledged by friends of
education in the East, a beginning had been made
in the erection of buildings on the present site of
Illinois College at Jacksonville, and, in December of the same year, the work of instruction of
a preparatory class had been begun by Rev. Julian
M. Sturtevant, who had taken the place of "avantcourier" of the movement. A year later (1831)
Rev. Edward Beecher, the oldest son of the inde-

tion in Illinois
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fatigable Lyman Beecher, and brother
Ward — already then well known as a

of

Henry

leader in

—

the ranks of those opposed to slavery had become identified with the new enterprise and
assumed the position of its first President. Such
was the prejudice against "Yankees" in Illinois
at that time, and the jealousy of theological influence in education, that it was not until 1835 that
the friends of the institution were able to secure
a charter from the Legislature. An ineffectual

attempt had been made in
finally granted,

it

was

and when it was
form of an "omni-

1830,

in the

bus bill" including three other institutions, but
with restrictions as to the amount of real estate
that might be held, and prohibiting the organization of theological departments, both of which
were subsequently repealed. (See Early Colleges. )
The same year the college graduated its
first class, consisting of two members
Richard
Yates, afterwards War Governor and United
States Senator, and Rev. Jonathan Spillman, the
composer of "Sweet Afton." Limited as was this
first output of alumni, it was politically and
morally strong. In 1843 a medical department
was established, but it was abandoned five years
Dr. Beecher
later for want of adequate support.
retired from the Presidency in 1844, when he was
succeeded by Dr. Sturtevant, who continued in
that capacity until 1876 (thirty -two years), when
he became Professor Emeritus, remaining until
1885 his connection with the institution covering a period of fifty-six years. Others who have
occupied the position of President include Rufus
C. Crampton (acting), 1876-82; Rev. Edward A.
Tanner, 1882-92; and Dr. John E. Bradley, the

—

—

incumbent from 1892 to 1899. Among the earliand influential friends of the institution,
besides Judge Lockwood already mentioned, may
be enumerated such names as Gov. Joseph Duncan, Thomas Mather, Winthrop S. Gilman,
Frederick Collins and William H. Brown (of
Chicago), all of whom were members of the early
Board of Trustees. It was found necessary to
maintain a preparatory department for many

est

years to fit pupils for the college classes proper,
and, in 1866, Whipple Academy was established
and provided with a separate building for this
purpose. The standard of admission to the college course has been gradually advanced, keeping

American colAt present the institution has a faculty of
15 members and an endowment of some $150,000,
with a library (1898) numbering over 15,000 volumes and property valued at $360,000. Degrees
are conferred in both classical and scientific

abreast, in this respect, of other
leges.
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courses in the college proper. The list of alumni
embraces some 750 names, including many who
have been prominent in State and National
affairs.

ILLINOIS COUNTY, the name given

to the

organization of the territory northwest
of the Ohio River, after its conquest by Col. George
Rogers Clark in 1778. This was done by act of
the Virginia House of Delegates, passed in
October of the same year, which, among other
"The citizens of the
things, provided as follows:
first civil

commonwealth

of Virginia,

who

are already set-

on the western side of
the Ohio, shall be included in a distinct county
which shall be called Illinois County; and the
Governor of this commonwealth, with the advice
of the Council, may appoint a County-Lieutenant
or Commandant-in-chief of the county during
tled, or shall hereafter settle,

pleasure,

who

shall take the oath of fidelity to

County embracing the west, with Cincinnati
(originally called

in reference to the place of deposit for the records,

resulted in the issue, five years later, of an order

creating the

which

was divided

it

the

title of

Name

County-Skat

Washington
Hamilton

Date op Organization

Marietta
Cincinnati

July
Jan.

Cahokia
Prairie du Rocher

April

27,

Knox

Kaskaskiia
Post St. Vincennes

June

20. 1790

Randolph

Kaskaskia

Oct.

i

St. Clair

}
f

27,
4,

1788
1790

1790

5, 1795

Washington, originally comprising the State of
Ohio, was reduced, on the organization of Hamilton County, to the eastern portion, Hamilton

(St.

Clair

and

at the date of organization

Out of these events grew
"Mother of Counties" given to Illinois

County as the

original of all the counties in the
northwest of the Ohio, while St. Clair
County inherited the title as to the State of
Illinois.
(See Illinois; also St. Clair, Arthur,
and Todd, (Col) John.)
five States

.

ILLINOIS

viz.

—these

of Illinois Territory.

Jacksonville

chosen by a majority of the citizens of their respective districts, to be convened for that purpose
by the County-Lieutenant or Commandant, or his
deputy, and shall be commissioned by said
County-Lieutenant." As the Commonwealth of
Virginia, by virtue of Colonel Clark's conquest,
then claimed jurisdiction over the entire region
west of the Ohio River and east of the Mississippi,
Illinois County nominally embraced the territory
comprised within the limits of the present States
of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan and Wisconsin, though the settlements were limited to the
vicinity of Kaskaskia, Vincennes (in the present
State of Indiana) and Detroit. Col. John Todd,
of Kentucky, was appointed by Gov. Patrick
Henry, the first Lieutenant-Commandant under
Out of Illinois
this act, holding office two years.
County were subsequently organized the following counties by "order" of Gov. Arthur St. Clair,
after his assumption of the duties of Governor,
following the passage, by Congress, of the Ordinance of 1787, creating the Northwest Territory,

of Randolph, the second

Country"

Randolph) constituting the two counties into

of office accord-

commonwealth and the oath

new county

in the "Illinois

ing to the form of their own religion. And all
civil offices to which the inhabitants have been
accustomed, necessary for the preservation of the
peace and the administration of justice, shall be

this

"Losantiville," near old Fort

Washington) as the county-seat. St. Clair, the
third county organized out of this territory, at
first had virtually three county-seats, but divisions and jealousies among the people and officials

FARMERS'

RAILROAD.

& St. Louis Rail icay.)
ILLINOIS FEMALE COLLEGE,

(See

a flourishing

women, located
Jacksonville and incorporated in 1847. While

institution for the education of

at

essentially unsectarian in

teaching,

it

is

con-

by the Methodist Episcopal denomination.
Its first charter was granted to the "Illinois Conference Female Academy" in 1847, but four years
later the charter was amended and the name
changed to the present cognomen. The cost of
building and meager support in early years
brought on bankruptcy. The friends of the institution rallied to its support, however, and the
trolled

purchasers at the foreclosure sale (all of whom
were friends of Methodist education) donated the
property to what was technically a new institution.
A second charter was obtained from the
State in 1863, and the restrictions imposed upon
the grant were such as to prevent alienation of
title, by either conveyance or mortgage.
While
the college has only a small endowment fund
(§2,000)

it

owns

S60,000

worth of

real property,

besides §9,000 invested in apparatus

and

library.

Preparatory and collegiate departments are maintained, both classical and scientific courses being
established in the latter.
Instruction is also
given in fine arts, elocution and music. The
faculty (1898) numbers 15, and there are about 170
students.

ILLINOIS

FEMALE REFORM SCHOOL.

Home for Female

(See

Offenders.)

ILLINOIS INDIANS, a confederation belonging to the Algonquin family and embracing five
tribes, viz.
the Cahokias, Kaskaskias, Mitchagamies, Peorias and Tamaroas. They early occu:
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pied Illinois, with adjacent portions of Iowa,
Wisconsin and Missouri. The name is derived

avocations as

from Mini, "man," the Indian plural "ek" being
changed by the French to "ois. " They were

life.

being almost constantly in
conflict with the Winnebagoes, the Iroquois,
Sioux and other tribes. They were migratory
and depended for subsistence largely on the summer and winter hunts. They dwelt in rudely
constructed cabins, each accommodating about
eight families. They were always faithful allies
of the French, whom they heartily welcomed in
French missionaries labored earnestly
1673.
among them notably Fathers Marquette, Allouez
who reduced their language to
and Gravier
grammatical rules. Their most distinguished
Chief was Chicagou, who was sent to France,
where he was welcomed with the honors accorded
In their wars with the
to a foreign prince.
Foxes, from 1712 to 1719, they suffered severely,
The
their numbers being reduced to 3,000 souls.
assassination of Pontiac by a Kaskaskian in 1765,
was avenged by the lake tribes in a war of extermination. After taking part with the Miamis
in a war against the United States, they participated in the treaties of Greenville and Vincennes,
and were gradually removed farther and farther
toward the West, the small remnant of about 175
being at present (1896) on the Quapaw reservation
(See also Cahokias; Foxes;
in Indian Territory.
Iroquois; Kaskaskias; Mitchagamies; Peorias;
Tamaroas; and Winnebagoes.)

the city of Chicago
under the auspices of the Masonic Fraternity of

intensely warlike,

—
—

ILLINOIS INSTITUTION FOR THE EDUCATION OF THE BLIND, located at Jacksonville.

The

had its inception in a school
opened in that town in 1847, by

institution

for the blind,

Samuel Bacon, who was himself blind. The
State Institution was created by act of the Legislature, passed Jan. 13, 1849, which was introduced
by Richard Yates, then a Representative, and
was first opened in a rented house, early in 1850,
under the temporary supervision of Mr. Bacon.
Soon afterward twenty-two acres of ground were
purchased in the eastern part of the city and the
erection of permanent buildings commenced. By
January, 1854, they were ready for use, but fifteen years later were destroyed by fire. Work on
a new building was begun without unnecessary
delay and the same was completed by 1874.
Numerous additions of wings and shops have
since been made, and the institution, in its buildings and appointments, is now one of the most
complete in the country. Instruction (as far as
practicable) is given in rudimentary English
branches, and in such mechanical trades and

come

best qualify the inmates to be-

self-supporting

upon

their return to active

ILLINOIS MASONIC ORPHANS' HOME, an
institution established in

Illinois, for the purpose of furnishing a home for
the destitute children of deceased members of the
Order. The total receipts of the institution, during the year 1895, were §29,204.98, and the
expenditures, $27,258.70. The number of bene-

The
31, 1895, was 61.
owns real estate valued at $75,000.
ILLINOIS MIDLAND RAILROAD. (See Terre
Haute & Peoria Railroad.)
ILLINOIS RIVER, the most important stream

ficiaries in

the Home, Dec.

Institution

within the State has a length of about 500 miles,
which about 245 are navigable. .It is formed
by the junction of the Kankakee and Des Plaines
Rivers at a point in Grundy County, some 45
miles southwest of Chicago. Its course is west,
then southwest, and finally south, until it
empties into the Mississippi about 20 miles north
of the mouth of the Missouri. The Illinois &
Michigan Canal connects its waters with Lake
Michigan. Marquette and Joliet ascended the
stream in 1673 and were probably its first white
visitants.
Later (1679-82) it was explored by
La Salle, Tonty, Hennepin and others.
ILLINOIS RIVER RAILROAD. (See Chicago,
Peoria & St. Louis Railroad of Illinois.)
ILLINOIS SANITARY COMMISSION, a vol
untary organization formed pursuant to a suggestion of Governor Yates, shortly after the
battle of Fort Donelson (1862).
Its object was
the relief of soldiers in actual service, whether on
the march, in camp, or in hospitals. State Agents
were appointed for the distribution of relief, for
which purpose large sums were collected and distributed. The work of the Commission was later
formally recognized by the Legislature in the
enactment of a law authorizing the Governor to
appoint "Military State Agents," who should
receive compensation from the State treasury.
Many of these "agents" were selected from the
ranks of the workers in the Sanitary Commission,
and a great impetus was thereby imparted to its
voluntary work. Auxiliary associations were
formed all over the State, and funds were readily
obtained, a considerable proportion of which was
derived from "Sanitary Fairs."
;

of

ILLINOIS SCHOOL OF AGRICULTURE AND
MANUAL TRAINING FOR BOYS, an institution
dependent boys, organized
under the act of March 28, 1895, which was in

for the training of
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approved in

in the center of a group of structures, each of

Its legally defined

own individual name: Clancy
Plymouth, Beecher, Pope, "Windsor,
Lincoln, Sunnyside and Sheridan. While never
a suppliant for benefactions, the Home has always

effect a re-enactment of the statute

and -amended

1883

object
for

is

in 1885.

to provide a

such boys as

may

home and proper

be committed to

training

its

charge.

Commitments are made by the County Courts
Cook and contiguous counties. The school

of

which has

—

its

Hall, Wallace,

attracted the attention of philanthropists
are interested in the care of society's waifs.

who

located at Glenwood, in the county of Cook, and

was

average annual number of inmates

275.

is

opened for the reception of inmates in
1888.
Its revenues are derived, in part, from
voluntary contributions, and in part from payments by the counties sending boys to the institution, which payments are fixed by law at ten
dollars per month for each boy, during the time
he is actually an inmate. In 1898 nearly one-half
of the entire income came from the former
source, but the surplus remaining in the treasury
at the end of any fiscal year is never large. The
school is under the inspectional control of the
State Commissioners of Public Charities, as
though it were an institution founded and maintained by the State. The educational curriculum
first

that of the ordinary grammar
schools, pupils being trained in eight grades, substantially along the lines established in the public
schools.
In addition, a military drill is taught,
closely follows

with a view to developing physical strength,
command of limbs, and a graceful, manly carriage.
Since the Home was organized there have
been received (down to 1899), 2,333 boys. The
industrial training given the inmates is both
agricultural and mechanical,
the institution
owning a good, fairly-sized farm, and operating
well equipped industrial shops for the education

—

of pupils.

A

fair proportion of

the boys devote
themselves
to learning trades, and not
a
few develop into excellent workmen. One of the
purposes of the school is to secure homes for those
thought likely to prove creditable members of
respectable households. During the eleven years
of its existence nearly 2,200 boys have been placed
in homes, and usually with the most satisfactory
results.
The legal safeguards thrown around
the ward are of a comprehensive and binding
sort, so far as regards the parties who take the
children for either adoption or apprenticeship—
the welfare of the ward always being the object
primarily aimed at. Adoption is preferred to

by the administration, and the
usually justifies, their judgment. Many of

institutional life
result

the

pupils

returned to their families or
a mild course of correctional treatment. The system of government adopted is
analogous to that of the "cottage plan" employed
in many reformatory institutions throughout the
country. An "administration building" stands
are

friends, after

is

about

The

WESLEYAN UNIVERSITY,

ILLINOIS

the
leading educational institution of the Methodist
Church in Illinois, south of Chicago; incorporated in 1853 and located at Bloomington. It is
co-educational, has a faculty of 34 instructors,
1,106 students in 1896
458 male and

—

and reports

Besides the usual literary and sciendepartments, instruction is given in theology,

648 female.
tific

has preparatory and
has a library of 6,000 volumes and reports funds and endowment aggregating $187,999, and property to the value of

music and oratory.

business courses.

It also

It

$380,999.

ILLINOIS & INDIANA RAILROAD.

(See

& Western Railway.)
ILLINOIS & SOUTHEASTERN RAILROAD.
(See Baltimore & Ohio Southivestern Railroad.)
ILLINOIS & SOUTHERN IOWA RAILROAD.

Indiana, Decatur

Wabash Railroad.)
ILLINOIS & ST. LOUIS RAILROAD & COAL

(See

COMPANY.

(See

Louisville,

Evansville

&

St.

Louis (consolidated) Railroad.)

ILLINOIS & WISCONSIN RAILROAD.
Chicago

(See

& Northicestern Railway.)

ILLIOPOLIS, a village in Sangamon County,
on the Wabash Railway, 20 miles east of Springfield.
It occupies a position nearly in the geographical center of the State and is in the heart
of what is generally termed the corn belt of CenIt has banks, several churches, a
graded school and three newspapers. Population

tral Illinois.

(1880), '686;

Works of

(See

Mound-Builders,

The.)

INDIAN
made by

(1890), 689; (1900), 744.

MOUNDS.

INDIAN

TREATIES. The

various

treaties

Government with the
Indians, which affected Illinois, may be summarized as follows
Treaty of Greenville, August 3,
General

the

:

— ceded 11,808,409

acres of land for the sum
of $210,000; negotiated by Gen. Anthony Wayne
with the Delawares, Ottawas, Miamis, Wyandots,
Shawnees, Pottawatomies, Chippewas, Kaskaskias, Kickapoos, Piankeshaws and Eel River
Indians: First Treaty of Fort Wayne, June 7,
1803 ceded 2,038,400 acres in consideration of
$4,000; negotiated by Governor Harrison with
the Delawares, Kickapoos, Miamis, Pottawato1795

—
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and Shawnees
First Treaty of Vincennes,
August 13, 1803— ceded 8,911,850 acres for $12,000;
negotiated by Governor Harrison with the Cahokias, Kaskaskias and Mitchagamies First Treaty
of St. Louis, Nov. 3, 1804— ceded 14,803,520 acres
in consideration of §22,234; negotiated by Governor Harrison with the Sacs and Foxes; Second
Treaty of Vincennes, Dec. 30, 1805— ceded 2,676,150
acres for §4, 100 negotiated by Governor Harrison
with the Piankeshaws: Second Treaty of Fort
ceded 2,900,000 acres;
Wayne, Sept. 30, 1809
negotiated by Governor Harrison with the Delawares, Eel River, Miamis, Pottawatomies and
Weas: Third Treaty of Vincennes, Dec. 9, 1809
—ceded 138,240 acres for §27,000; negotiated by
Second
Governor Harrison with the Kickapoos
Treaty of St. Louis, Aug. 24, 1816— ceded 1,418,400
acres in consideration of §12,000; negotiated by
Governor Edwards, William Clark and A. Chouteau with the Chippewas, Ottawas and Pottawatomies,

;

—

:

mies: Treaty of Edwardsville, Sept. 30, 1818
ceded 6,865,280 acres for §6,400; negotiated by
Governor Edwards and A. Chouteau with the
Treaty of St. Mary's, Oct.
Illinois and Peorias:
2, 1818— ceded 11,000,000 acres for $33,000; negotiated by Gen. Lewis Cass and others with the
Weas: Treaty of Fort Harrison, Aug. 30, 1819—
negotiated by Benjamin Parke with the Kickapoos of the Vermilion, ceding 3,173,120 acres for
$23,000: Treaty of St. Joseph, Sept. 20, 1828—
ceded 990,720 acres in consideration of §189,795;
negotiated by Lewis Cass and Pierre Menard with
the Pottawatomies Treaty of Prairie du Chien,
Jan. 2, 1830— ceded 4,160,000 acres for §390,601;
negotiated by Pierre Menard and others with
the Chippewas, Ottawas and Pottawatomies:
First Treaty of Chicago, Oct. 20, 1832— ceded
1,536,000 acres for §460,348; negotiated with
the Pottawatomies of the Prairie: Treaty of
Tippecanoe, Oct. 27, 1832— by it the Pottawatomies of Indiana ceded 737,000 acres, in consideration of §406, 121 Second Treaty of Chicago, Sept.
26, 1833
by it the Chippewas, Ottawas and Pottawatomies ceded 5,104,960 acres for $7,624,289:
Treaties of Fort Armstrong and Prairie du Chien,
negotiated 1829 and '32— by which the Winnebagoes ceded 10,346,000 acres in exchange for
§5,195,252: Second Treaty of St. Louis, Oct. 27,
1832 the Kaskaskias and Peorias ceding 1,900
:

:

—

—

acres

& WESTERN
& Eastern Railroad.)
INDIANA, DECATUR & WESTERN RAILINDIANA, BLOOMINGTON

:

.

in

consideration

of

$155,780.

(See

also

Greenville, Treaty of.)

INDIAN TRIBES. (See Algonquins; Illinois
Indians; Kaskaskias; Kickapoos; Miamis; Outagamies; Piankeshaws; Pottawatomies; Sacs and
Foxes; Weas; Winnebagoes.)

295

RAILWAY.

(See Peoria

WAY. The entire length of line is 152.5 miles, of
which 75.75 miles (with yard-tracks and sidings
amounting to 8 86 miles) lie within Illinois. It
extends from Decatur almost due east to the
Indiana State line, and has a single track of
standard gauge, with a right of way of 100 feet
The rails are of steel, well adapted to the traffic,
and the ballasting is of gravel, earth and cinders.
The bridges (chiefly of wood) are of standard
design and wT ell maintained. The amount of
capital stock outstanding (1898) is §1,824,000, or
11,998 per mile; total capitalization (including
stock and all indebtedness) 3,733,983. The total
earnings and income in Illinois, $240,850. (History.) The first organization of this road embraced two companies the Indiana & Illinois and
the Illinois & Indiana which were consolidated,
in 1853, under the name of the Indiana & Illinois
Central Railroad Company. In 1875 the latter
was sold under foreclosure and organized as the

—
—

Decatur & Springfield Railway
Company, at which time the section from Decatur
to Montezuma, Ind., was opened.
It was completed to Indianapolis in 1880.
In 1882 it was
leased to the Indiana, Bloomington & Western
Railroad Company, and operated to 1885, when
it passed into the hands of a receiver, was sold
under foreclosure in 1887 and reorganized under
Indianapolis,

of the Indianapolis, Decatur & WestAgain, in 1889, default was made and the
property, after being operated by trustees, was
sold in 1894 to two companies called the Indiana,

the

name

ern.

&

Western Railway Company (in Indi& Eastern Railway Company (in Illinois). These were consolidated in
July, 1895, under the present name (Indiana,
Decatur & Western Railway Company). In
December, 1895, the entire capital stock was
purchased by the Cincinnati, Hamilton & Dayton
Railway Company, and the line is now operated
Decatur

ana) and the Decatur

as a part of that system.

INDIANA, ILLINOIS & IOWA RAILROAD.
This line extends from Streator Junction 1.8
miles south of Streator, on the line of the Streator
Division of the Wabash Railroad, easterly to the
Indiana State Line. The total length of the line

which 69.61 miles are in IlliBetween Streator Junction and Streator,
the line is owned by the Wabash Company, but
this company pays rental for trackage facilities.
About 75 per cent of the ties are of white-oak,
is

151.78 miles, of

nois.

the remainder being of cedar

;

the rails are 56-lb.
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and the ballasting is of broken stone, gravel,
and earth. A policy of permanent
improvements has been adopted, and is being
carried forward. The principal traffic is the
transportation of freight. The outstanding capital stock (June 30, 1898) was $3,597,800; bonded
steel,

sand, cinders

debt,

§1,800,000; total capitalization, §5,517,739;
and income in Illinois for 1898,

total earnings

§413,967; total expenditures in the State, §303,-

(History.) This road was chartered Dec.
and organized by the consolidation of
three roads of the same name (Indiana, Illinois &
Iowa, respectively), opened to Momence, 111., in
1882, and through its entire length, Sept. 15, 1883.
344.

27, 1881,

INDIANA & ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD. (See Indiana, Decatur & Western Railway.)

INDIANA & ILLINOIS RAILROAD.
Indiana, Decatur

&

(See

Western Railway.)

INDIANA & ILLINOIS SOUTHERN RAILROAD. (See St. Louis, Indianapolis & Eastern
Railroad.

)

INDIANAPOLIS, BLOOMINGTON & WEST-

ERN RAILROAD.

(See Illinois Central Rail-

& Eastern Railroad.
INDIANAPOLIS, DECATUR & SPRINGFIELD RAILROAD. (See Indiana, Decatur &

in the lower house of the General Assembly in
1862 was the Republican candidate for Congress
;

for the State-at-large,

Allen

and, in 1864,

but

defeated

was chosen

by

J.

C.

the unexpired term of Owen Lovejoy, deceased, as Representative in the Thirty -eighth Congress. He was
re-elected to the Thirty-ninth, Fortieth and
Forty-first Congresses, his term expiring, March
1871.
He was a brother, of Col. Robert G.
4,
Ingersoll, and was, forsome years, associated with
him in the practice of law at Peoria, his home.
Died, in Washington, May 31, 1879.
;

to

fill

INGERSOLL, Robert Green, lawyer and

sol-

was born at Dresden, Oneida County, N. Y.,
August 11, 1833. His father, a Congregational
dier,

clergyman of pronounced liberal tendencies,
removed to the West in 1843, and Robert's boyhood was spent in Wisconsin and Illinois. After
being admitted to the bar, he opened an office at
Shawneetown, in partnership with his brotber
Ebon, afterwards a Congressman from Illinois.
In 1857 they removed to Peoria, and, in 1860,
Robert G. was an unsuccessful Democratic candidate for Congress. In 1862 he was commis-

road; also Peoria

sioned Colonel of the Eleventh Illinois Cavalry,

Western Railivay.)

which had been mustered in in December, 1861,
and, in 1864, identified himself with the Republican party.
In February, 1867, he was appointed

INDIANAPOLIS, DECATUR & WESTERN

RAILWAY.

(See Indiana, Decatur

&

Western

Railway.

INDIANAPOLIS & ST. LOUIS RAILWAY.

&

(See St. Louis, Alton

Terre Haute Railroad.)

INDUSTRIAL HOME FOR THE BLIND,

State Institution designed to furnish the means
employment to dependent blind persons of

both sexes, established under authority of an act
of the Legislature passed at the session of 1893.
The institution is located at Douglas Park Boulevard and West Nineteenth Street, in the city of
Chicago. It includes a four-story factory with
steam-plant attached, besides a four-story building for residence purposes. It was opened in
1894, and, in December, 1897, had 62 inmates, of
whom 12 were females. The Fortieth General
Assembly appropriated §13,900 for repairs, applilibrary,

and §8,000 per annum

etc.,

for

ordinary expenses

INGERSOLL, Ebon C, Congressman, was born
in Oneida County, N. Y., Dec. 12, 1831.

His

first

remove was to Paducah, Ky., where he completed his education. He studied law and was
admitted to the bar removing this time to Illinois and settling in Gallatin County, in 1842. In
1856 he was elected to represent Gallatin County
;

first

Attorney-General

new law enacted that year.
As a lawyer and orator he won great distinction.
He nominated James G. Blaine for the Presidency
Convention of 1876, at Cincina speech that attracted wide attention by
its eloquence.
Other oratorical efforts which
added greatly to his fame include "The Dream of
the Union Soldier," delivered at a Soldiers'
Reunion at Indianapolis, his eulogy at his brother
Ebon"s grave, and his memorial address on occasion of the death of Roscoe Conkling. For some
twenty years he was the most popular stump
orator in the West, and his services in political
campaigns were in constant request throughout
the Union. To the country at large, in his later
in the Republican

a

of

ances,

by Governor Oglesby the
of the State under the

nati, in

he was known as an uncompromising
by both voice and
pen.
Among his best-known publications are
"The Gods" (Washington, 1878); "Ghosts"
"Prose
(1879); "Mistakes of Moses" (1879);
Poems and Selections" (1884) "The Brain and
years,

assailant of revealed religion,

;

the Bible" (Cincinnati, 1882).

Colonel Ingersoll's
home for some twenty years, in the later part of
T
his life, was in the city of New Y ork.
Died,
suddenly, from heart disease, at his summer
home at Dobb's Ferry, Long Island, July 21, 1899.
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INGrLIS, Samuel M., Superintendent of Public

August 15,
early education in Ohio and,

Instruction, born at
1838; received his

Marietta, Pa.,

came to Illinois, graduating with first
honors from the Mendota Collegiate Institute in
The following year he enlisted in the One
1861.
Hundred and Fourth Illinois Infantry, but, having been discharged for disability, his place was
filled by a brother, who was killed at Knoxville,
Tenn. In 1865 he took charge of an Academy at
Hillsboro, meanwhile studying law with the late
Judge E. Y. Rice in 1868 he assumed the superintendency of the public schools at Greenville,
Bond County, remaining until 1883, when he
became Professor of Mathematics in the Southern
Normal University at Carbondale, being transferred, three years later, to the chair of Literature,
Rhetoric and Elocution. In 1894 he was nominated as the Republican candidate for State
Superintendent of Public Instruction, receiving
a plurality at the November election of 123,593
votes over his Democratic opponent. Died, sud-

in 1856,

;

denly, at Kenosha, Wis.,

name given

June

1,

1898.

IMPROVEMENT

INTERNAL

POLICY,

a

scheme or plan of internal improvement adopted by the Tenth General Assembly (1837), in compliance with a general wish of
to a

the people voiced at many public gatherings. It
contemplated the construction of an extensive
system of public works, chiefly in lines of rail-

road which were not demanded by the commerce
or business of the State at the time, but which, it

was

believed,

would induce immigration and

materially aid in the development of the State's
latent resources. The plan adopted provided for

the construction of such works by the State, and
contemplated State ownership and management
of all the lines of traffic thus constructed. The

passed the Legislature in February, 1837,
but was disapproved by the Executive and the
Council of Revision, on the ground that such
enterprises might be more successfully undertaken and conducted by individuals or private
was, however, subsequently
corporations.
It
passed over the veto and became a law, the disbill

astrous effects of whose enactment were felt for

many

years.

The

total

amount appropriated by
which §400,000 was

the act was §10,200,000, of
devoted to the improvement
000 to the improvement of
Mail Route"; §9,350,000 to

of

waterways

;

§250, -

the "Great Western
the construction of
railroads, and §200,000 was given outright to
counties not favored by the location of railroads
In
or other improvements within their borders.
addition, the sale of §1,000,000 worth of canal
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lands and the issuance of §500,000 in canal bonds
were authorized, the proceeds to be used in the
construction of the Illinois & Michigan Canal,
§500,000 of this amount to be expended in 1838.
Work began at once. Routes were surveyed and
contracts for construction let, and an era of reckless speculation began.
Large sums were rapidly
expended and nearly §6,500,000 quickly added to
the State debt. The system was soon demonstrated to be a failure and was abandoned for
lack of funds, some of the "improvements"
already made being sold to private parties at a
heavy loss. This scheme furnished the basis of
the State debt under which Illinois labored for
many years, and which, at its maximum, reached

nearly $17,000,000.
(See Macallister & Stebbins
Bonds; State Debt; Tenth General Assembly;
Eleventh General Assembly.)

INUNDATIONS, REMARKABLE. The most
remarkable freshets (or floods) in Illinois history
have been those occurring in the Mississippi
River; though, of course, the smaller tributaries
of that stream have been subject to similar conditions.
Probably the best account of early
floods has been furnished by Gov. John Reynolds
in his "Pioneer History of Illinois,"
he having
been a witness of a number of them. The first
of which any historical record has been preAt that time the only
served, occurred in 1770.
white settlements within the present limits of
the State were in the American Bottom in the
vicinity of Kaskaskia, and there the most serious
Governor Reynolds says
results were produced.
the flood of that year (1770) made considerable
encroachments on the east bank of the river
adjacent to Fort Chartres, which had originally
been erected by the French in 1718 at a distance
of three-quarters of a mile from the main
channel. The stream continued to advance in
this direction until 1772, when the whole bottom
was again inundated, and the west wall of the
fort, having been undermined, fell into the river.
The next extraordinary freshet wT as in 1784, when
the American Bottom was again submerged and
the residents of Kaskaskia and the neighboring
villages were forced to seek a refuge on the bluffs
some of the people of Cahokia being driven to
St. Louis, then a small French village on Spanish
The most remarkable flood of the present
soil.
century occurred in May and June, 1844, as the
result of extraordinary rains preceded by heavy
winter snows in the Rocky Mountains and rapid
spring thaws. At this time the American Bottom, opposite St. Louis, was inundated from bluff
to bluff, and large steamers passed over the sub-

—

—
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merged lands, gathering up cattle and other kinds
of property and rescuing the imperiled owners.
Some of the villages affected by this flood as

—

—

Cahokia, Prairie du Rocher and Kaskaskia have
never fully recovered from the disaster. Another
considerable flood occurred in 1826, but it was
A notable
inferior to those of 1784 and 1844.
flood occurred in 1851, when the Mississippi,
though not so high opposite St. Louis as in 1844,
is said to have been several feet higher at Quincy
than in the previous year the difference being
due to the fact that the larger portion of the
flood of 1844 came from the Missouri River, its
effects being most noticeable below the mouth of
that stream. Again, in 1868, a flood did considerable damage on the Upper Mississippi, reaching the highest point since 1851. Floods of a more
or less serious character also occurred in 1876,
Although not so high as
1880 and again in 1893.
some of those previously named, the loss was proportionately greater owing to the larger area of
improved lands. The flood of 1893 did a great
deal of damage at East St. Louis to buildings and
railroads, and in the destruction of other classes
of property. Floods in the Ohio River have been
frequent and very disastrous, especially in the
upper portions of that stream usually resulting
from sudden thaws and ice-gorges in the early
spring.
With one exception, the highest flood in
the Ohio, during the present century, was that of
February, 1832, when the water at Cincinnati
reached an altitude of sixty-four feet three
inches. The recorded altitudes of others of more
recent occurrence have been as follows: Dec.
1847
sixty -three
feet
seven inches;
17,
1862—fifty -seven feet four inches; 1882—fiftyeight feet seven inches.
The highest point
reached at New Albany, Ind., in 1883, was
seventy -three feet or four feet higher than the
The greatest altitude reached in
flood of 1832.
historic times, at Cincinnati, was in 1884 the recorded height being three-quarters of an inch in
excess of seventy -one feet. Owing to the smaller
area of cultivated lands and other improvements
in the Ohio River bottoms within the State of
Illinois, the loss has been comparatively smaller
than on the Mississippi, although Cairo has suffered from both streams. The most serious disasters in Illinois territory from overflow of the
Ohio, occurred in connection with the flood of
1883, at Shawneetown, when, out of six hundred
houses, all but twenty-eight were flooded to the
second story and water ran to a depth of fifteen
A levee, which had been
feet in the main street.
constructed for the protection of the city at great

—

—

—

—

—

—

expense, was almost entirely destroyed, and an
appropriation of §60,000 was made by the LegisOn April
lature to indemnify the corporation.
3, 1898, the Ohio River broke through the levee
at Shawneetowm, inundating the whole city and
causing the loss of twenty-five lives. Much
suffering was caused among the people driven

from their homes and deprived of the means of
and it was found necessary to send
them tents from Springfield and supplies of food
by the State Government and by private contributions from the various cities of the State. The
inundation continued for some two or three
weeks. Some destructive floods have occurred
in the Chicago River the most remarkable, since
subsistence,

—

—

the settlement of the city of Chicago, being that
of March 12, 1849. This was the result of an icegorge in the Des Plaines River, turning the
waters of that stream across "the divide" into
Mud Lake, and thence, by way of the South
Branch, into the Chicago River. The accumulation of waters in the latter broke up the ice,
which, forming into packs and gorges, deluged
the region between the two rivers. When the
superabundant mass of waters and ice in the Chicago River began to flow towards the lake, it bore
before it not only the accumulated pack-ice, but
the vessels which had been tied up at the wharves
and other points along the banks for the winter.
contemporaneous history of the event says that
there were scattered along the stream at the time,
four steamers, six propellers, two sloops, twentyfour brigs and fifty-seven canal boats. Those in
the upper part of the stream, being hemmed in
by surrounding ice, soon became a part of the
moving mass chains and hawsers were snapped
as if they had been whip-cord, and the whole
borne lakeward in indescribable confusion. The
bridges at Madison, Randolph and Wells Streets
gave way in succession before the immense
mass, adding, as it moved along, to the general

A

;

wreck by

falling spars, crushed keels and crashing
bridge timbers.
"Opposite Kinzie wharf," says
the record, "the river was choked with sailingcraft of every description, piled together in inextricable confusion."
While those vessels near
the mouth of the river escaped into the lake with

comparatively little damage, a large number of
those higher up the stream were caught in the
gorge and either badly injured or totally wrecked.
The loss to the city, from the destruction of
bridges, was estimated at $20,000, and to vessels at
188,000 a large sum for that time.
The wreck
of bridges compelled a return to the primitive
system of ferries or extemporized bridges made

—
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boats, to furnish means of communication
between the several divisions of the city a condition of affairs which lasted for several months.
Floods about the same time did considerable
damage on the Illinois, Fox and Rock Rivers,
their waters being higher than in 1838 or 1833,
which were memorable flood years on these in-

of

—

—

On

the former, the village of
Peru was partially destroyed, while the bridges
on Rock River were all swept away. A flood in
the Illinois River, in the spring of 1855, resulted in
serious damage to bridges and other property in
the vicinity of Ottawa, and there were extensive
inundations of the bottom lands along that
stream in 1859 and subsequent years. In Februterior streams.

—

ary, 1857, a second flood in the

Chicago River,

similar to that of 1849, caused considerable

was

dam-

than that of the
earlier date, as the bridges were more substantially constructed.
One of the most extensive
age, but

less destructive

—

recent times, occurred in the Mississippi
River during the latter part of the month of
April and early in May, 1897. The value of property destroyed on the lower Mississippi was
estimated at many millions of dollars, and many
floods, in

lives were lost.
At Warsaw, 111., the water
reached a height of nineteen feet four inches
above low-water mark on April 24, and, at Quincy,
nearly nineteen feet on the 28th, while the river,
at points between these two cities, was from ten
to fifteen miles wide.
Some 25,000 acres of farming lands between Quincy and Warsaw were
flooded and the growing crops destroyed.
At
Alton the height reached by the water was
twenty-two feet, but in consequence of the
strength of the levees protecting the American
Bottom, the farmers in that region suffered less
than on some pi'evious years.
IPAVA,a town in Fulton County, on one of the
branches of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy
Railroad, 10 miles west-southwest of Lewistown,
and some 44 miles north of Jacksonville. The
county abounds in coal, and coal-mining, as well
as agriculture, is a leading industry in the surrounding country.
Other industries are the
manufacture of flour and woolen goods; two
banks, four churches, a sanitarium, and a weekly
newspaper are also located here.
Population
(1880), 675; (1890), 667; (1900), 749.

IRON MANUFACTURES. The manufacture
of iron, both pig and castings, direct from the
furnace, has steadily increased in this State. In
1880, Illinois ranked seventh in the list of States

producing manufactured

had risen

iron,

while, in 1890,

to fourth place, Pennsylvania

it

(which

produces nearly

fifty

20y

per cent of the total product

of the country) retaining the lead, with Ohio

Alabama

and

In 1890 Illinois had fifteen
complete furnace stacks (as against ten in 1880),
turning out 674,506 tons, or seven per cent of the
entire output.
Since then four additional furfollowing.

naces have been completed, but no figures are at
hand to show the increase in production. During
the decade between 1880 and 1890, the percentage
of increase in output was 616.53. The fuel used
is chiefly the native bituminous coal, which is
abundant and cheap. Of this, 674,506 tons were
used; of anthracite coal, only 38,618 tons. Of
the total output of pig-iron in the State, during
1890, 616,659 tons were of Bessemer.
Charcoal
pig is not made in Illinois.

IRON MOUNTAIN, CHESTER & EASTERN
RAILROAD. (See Wabash, Chester & Western
Railroad.)

IROQUOIS COUNTY, a large county on the
eastern border of the State; area, 1,120 square
miles; population (1900), 38,014.
In 1830 two
pioneer settlements mere made almost simultane-

—

ously,
one at Bunkum (now Concord) and the
other at Milford. Among those taking up homes
at the former were Gurdon S. Hubbard, Benjamin Fry, and Messrs. Cartwright, Thomas, Newcomb, and Miller. At Milford located Robert
Hill, Samuel Rush, Messrs. Miles, Pickell and
Parker, besides the Cox, Moore and Stanley
families.
Iroquois County was set off from Vermilion and organized in 1833, named from the
Iroquois Indians, or Iroquois River, which flows

—

through

it.

The Kickapoos and Pottawatomies

did not remove west
1836-37,

of the Mississippi until
but were always friendly. The seat of

government was first located at Montgomery,
whence it was removed to Middleport, and finally
The county is well timbered and
to Watseka.
the soil underlaid by both coal and building
Clay suitable for brick making and the
stone.
manufacture of crockery is also found. The
Iroquois River and the Sugar, Spring and Beaver
Creeks thoroughly drain the county. An abundance of pure, cold water may be found anywhere
by boring to the depth of from thirty to eighty
feet, a fact which encourages grazing and the

manufacture of dairy products. The soil is rich,
and well adapted to fruit growing. The principal towns are Gilman (population 1,112), Watseka (2,017), and Milford (957).

IROQUOIS RIYER,

(sometimes called Picka-

Western Indiana and runs
westward to Watseka, 111. thence it flows northward through Iroquois and part of Kankakee
mink),

rises

in

;
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Counties, entering the Kankakee River some five
miles southeast of Kankakee. It is nearly 120

miles long.

IRYING, a village in Montgomery County, on
the line of the Indianapolis & St. Louis Railroad,
54 miles east-northeast of Alton, and 17 miles
east by north of Litchfield; has five churches,
flouring and saw mills, creamery, and a weekly
newspaper.

Population

ISHAM, Edward
Bennington,

Vt.,

S.,

Jan.

(1890),

630;

lawyer,
15,

675.

at

educated at

1836;

Lawrence Academy and Williams

(1900),

was born

College, Mass.,

taking his degree at the latter in 1857; was
admitted to the bar at Rutland, Vt., in 1858,
coming to Chicago the same year. Mr. Isham
was a Representative in the Twenty-fourth
General Assembly (1864-66) and, in 1881, his
name was prominently considered for a position
on the Supreme bench of the United States. He
is the senior member of the firm of Isham, Lincoln & Beale, which has had the management of
some of the most important cases coming before
the Chicago courts.

JACKSON, Huntington Wolcott,
in

Newark, N.

J.,

lawyer, born

Jan. 28, 1841, being descended

on the maternal side from Oliver Wolcott, one of
the signers of the Declaration of Independence
received his education at Phillips Academy,
Andover, Mass., and at Princeton College, leaving the latter at the close of his junior year to
enter the army, and taking part in the battles of
Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville and Gettysburg,
a part of the time being on the staff of Maj.-Gen.
later, with Sherman from
Chattanooga to Atlanta, finally receiving the
rank of Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel for gallant and
meritorious service. Returning to civil life in
1865, he entered Harvard Law School for one
term, then spent a year in Europe, on his return
resuming his legal studies at Newark, N. J.
came to Chicago in 1867, and the following year
was admitted to the bar has served as Supervisor
of South Chicago, as President of the Chicago
Bar Association, and (by appointment of the
Comptroller of the Currency) as receiver and
attorney of the Third National Bank of Chicago.
Under the will of the late John Crerar he became
an executor of the estate, and a trustee of the
Crerar Library. Died at Newark, N. J., Jan 3, 1901.
JACKSON COUNTY, organized in 1816, and
named in honor of Andrew Jackson area, 580

John Newton, and,

;

;

It lies
square miles; population (1900), 33,871.
in the southwest portion of the State, the MisRiver forming its principal western
sissippi

boundary. The bottom lands along the river are
wonderfully fertile, but liable to overflow. It is
crossed by a range of hills regarded as a branch
of the Ozark range. Toward the east the soil is
warm, and well adapted to fruit-growing. One
of the richest beds of bituminous coal in the State
crops out at various points, varying in depth from
a few inches to four or five hundred feet below the
surface.
Valuable timber and good building
stone are found and there are numerous saline
springs.
Wheat, tobacco and fruit are principal
Early pioneers, with the date of their
crops.
arrival, were as follows: 1814, W. Boon; 1815,
Joseph Duncan (afterwards Governor)
1817,
Oliver Cross, Mrs. William Kimmel, S. Lewis, E.
Harrold, George Butcher and W. Eakin; 1818,
the Bysleys, Mark Bradley, James Hughes and
John Barron. Brownsville was the first countyseat and an important town, but owing to a disastrous fire in 1843, the government was removed
to Murphysboro, where Dr. Logan (father of Gen.
John A. Logan) donated a tract of land for
county-buildings. John A. Logan was born here.
The principal towns (with their respective population, as shown by the United States Census of
Murphysboro, 3,880; Carbondale,
1890), were:
2,382; and Grand Tower, 634.
JACKSONVILLE, the county-seat of Morgan
County, and an important railroad center population (1890) about 13,000.
The town was laid
out in 1825, and named in honor of Gen. Andrew
Jackson. The first court house was erected in
1826, and among early lawyers were Josiah Lamborn, John J. Hardin, Stephen A. Douglas, and
later Richard Yates, afterwards the "War Governor" of Illinois. It is the seat of several important State institutions, notably the Central
Hospital for the Insane, and Institutions for the
Education of the Deaf and Dumb and the Blind
besides private educational institutions, including
Illinois College, Illinois Conference Female Col;

;

lege (Methodist), Jacksonville Female Academy,
a Business College and others. The city has
several banks, a large woolen mill, carriage factories, brick yards, planing mills, and two newspaper establishments, each publishing daily and
weekly editions. It justly ranks as one of the
most attractive and interesting cities of the State,

noted for the hospitality and intelligence of

its

Although immigrants from Kentucky
and other Southern States predominated in its
citizens.

early settlement, the location there of

College and the Jacksonville Female

about

1830,

England

brought to

birth,

so

it

that

many
it

Illinois

Academy,

settlers of

early

came

New

to

be
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regarded as more distinctively New England in
the character of its population than any other
town in Southern Illinois. Pop. (1000), 15,078.

JACKSONVILLE FEMALE ACADEMY, an
institution for the education of

Jacksonville, the oldest of

The

initial steps for its

its

young

ladies, at

class in the State.

organization were taken

in 1830, the year after the establishment of Illinois

may

be said to have been an offshoot
two constituting the originals
of that remarkable group of educational and
State Institutions which now exist in that city.
Instruction began to be given in the Academy in
May, 1833, under the principalship of Miss Sarah
C. Crocker, and, in 1835, it was formally incorporated by act of the Legislature, being the first
educational institution to receive a charter from
College.

It

of the latter, these

that body; though Illinois, McKendree and
Shurtleff Colleges were incorporated at a later
period of the same session. Among its founders
appear the names of Gov. Joseph Duncan, Judge
Samuel D. Lockwood, Rev. Julian M. Sturtevant
(for fifty years the President or a Professor of Illi-

John P. Wilkinson, Rev. John M.
Ellis, David B. Ayers and Dr. Ero Chandler, all
of whom, except the last, were prominently
nois College),

identified

with the early history of

Illinois Col-

The list of the alumna? embraces over five
hundred names. The Illinois Conservatory of
Music (founded in 1871) and a School of Fine Arts
are attached to the Academy, all being under the
management of Prof. E. F. Bullard, A.M.
lege.

JACKSONVILLE, LOUISVILLE &

RAILWAY.
tvay.

(See Jacksonville

)

JACKSONVILLE,

&

St.

ST. LOUIS
Louis Rail-

NORTHWESTERN

SOUTHEASTERN RAILROAD.

(See

&

Jackson-

& St.

Louis Railway.)
ST. LOUIS RAILWAY.
Originally chartered as the Illinois Farmers' Railroad, and constructed from Jacksonville to
ville

JACKSONVILLE &

later changed to the Jacksonville,
Northwestern & Southeastern and track extended
in 1879 passed into the
to Virden (31 miles)
hands of a new company under the title of the
Jacksonville Southeastern, and was extended as
follows: to Litchfield (1880), 23 miles; to Smith-

Waverly in 1870

;

;

boro (1882), 29 miles; to Centralia (1883), 29 miles
112' miles.
In 1887 a section between
Centralia and Driver's (I6V2 miles) was constructed by the Jacksonville Southeastern, and
operated under lease by the successor to that

— total,

line,

the

By

but, in 1893,

name

was separated from

&

it

under

Louis Railway.
the use of five miles of trackage on the Louisof the Louisville

St.
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ville
& Nashville Railroad, connection was
obtained between Driver's and Mount Vernon.
The same year (1887) the Jacksonville Southeastern obtained control of the Litchfield, Carrollton

& Western Railroad, from Litchfield to Columbiana on the Illinois River, and the Chicago, Peoria
& St. Louis, embracing lines from Peoria to St.
The
Louis, via Springfield and Jacksonville.
Jacksonville Southeastern was reorganized in 1890
under the name of the Jacksonville, Louisville
& St. Louis Railway, and, in 1893, was placed in
the hands of a receiver. The Chicago, Peoria &
St. Louis Divisions were subsequently separated
from the Jacksonville line and placed in charge
of a separate receiver.

Foreclosure proceedings

began in 1894 and, during 1896, the road was sold
under foreclosure and reorganized under its present title.
(See Chicago, Peoria & St. Louis Railroad of Illinois.) The capital stock of the
Jacksonville & St. Louis Railway (June 30, 1897)
was §1,500,000; funded debt, S2, 300, 000—total,
§3,800,000.

JAMES, Colin D., clergyman, was born in Randolph County, now in West Virginia, Jan. 15,
1808 died at Bonita, Kan., Jan. 30, 1888. He was
the son of Rev. Dr. William B. James, a pioneer
preacher in the Ohio Valley, who removed to
;

Ohio in

County

1812, settling first in Jefferson

in

that State, and later (1814) at Mansfield. Subsequently the family took up its residence at Kelt's
in Vigo (now Vermilion) County, Ind.
Before 1830 Colin D. James came to Illinois, and,
in 1834, became a minister of the Methodist Episcopal Church, remaining in active ministerial
work until 1871, after which he accepted a superannuated relation. During his connection with
the church in Illinois he served as station preacher
or Presiding Elder at the following points: Rock

Prairie

Island

(1834);

Platteville

(1838, '42

(1837); Paris

and

(1836);
'43);

Apple River

Eugene

(1839);

Georgetown (1340); Shelbyville (1841); Grafton
(1844 and '45) Sparta District (1845-47) Lebanon
District (1848-49) Alton District (1850) Bloomington District (1851-52); and later at Jackson;

;

;

;

ville, Winchester,
Greenfield,
Island
Grove,
Oldtown, Heyworth, Normal, Atlanta, McLean
and Shirley. During 1861-62 he acted as agent

for the Illinois

Female College

at Jacksonville,

the erection of a Methodist church at Normal.
He was twice married.
His first wife (Eliza A. Plasters of Livingston) died in 1849. The following year he married Amanda K. Casad, daughter of Dr. Anthony
W. Casad. He removed from Normal to Evanston in 1876, and from the latter place to
and,

in

1871,

for
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Kansas in

1879.

Of

his

children,

surviving

University
of Chicago; John N. is in charge of the magnetic laboratory in the National Observatory

Edmund

(1898) Professor in the

J. is

at Washington, D. C.

;

Benjamin

in the State

Normal School

and George

F.

is

B. is Professor

at St. Cloud, Minn.,

instructor in the

Cambridge

Preparatory School of Chicago.
JAMES, Edmund Janes, was born, May 21,
1855, at Jacksonville, Morgan County, 111., the
fourth son of Rev. Colin Dew James of the Illinois Conference, grandson on his mother's side

Anthony Wayne Casad and greatgrandson of Samuel Stites (all of whose sketches
appear elsewhere in this volume) was educated
in the Model Department of the Illinois State
Normal School at Bloomington (Normal), from
which he graduated in June, 1873, and entered
the Northwestern University, at Evanston, 111.,

of Rev. Dr.

;

in

November

of the

same

year.

On May

1,

1874,

he was appointed Recorder on the United States
Lake Survey, where he continued during one
season engaged in work on the lower part of Lake
Ontario and the upper St. Lawrence. He entered
Harvard College, Nov. 2, 1874, but went to
Europe in August, 1875, entering the University
of Halle, Oct. 16, 1875, where he graduated,
August 4, 1877, with the degrees of A.M. and
Ph. D. On his return to the United States he was
elected Principal of the Public High School in
Evanston, 111., Jan. 1, 1878, but resigned in June,
1879, to accept a position in the Illinois State
Normal School at Bloomington as Professor of
Latin and Greek, and Principal of the High
School Department in connection with the Model
School. Resigning this position at Christmas
time, 1882, he went to Europe for study accepted
a position in the University of Pennsylvania as
Professor of Public Administration, in September, 1883, where he remained for over thirteen
While here he was, for a time. Secretary
years.
of the Graduate Faculty and organized the instruction in this Department. He was also
Director of the Wharton School of Finance and
Economy, the first attempt to organize a college
;

course in the field of

During

this time

Political

he

commerce and

Economy and Public Law

by the University

industry.

officiated as editor of

"The

Series" issued

of Pennsylvania.

Resigning

his position in the University of Pennsylvania

on
he accepted that of Professor of Public Administration and Director of the University
Extension Division in the University of Chicago,
where he has since continued. Professor James
has been identified with the progress of economic
Feb.

1,

1896,

studies
of

the

the

in

United States since the early
of the organizers and one

He was one

eighties.

first

Vice-Presidents

of

the American

Economic Association.
On Dec.
founded the American Academy of

14,

1889,

Political

he
and

Social Science with headquarters at Philadelphia,
became its first President, and has continued such
to the present time.

editor of

its

now become

He was

publications.

some years,
The Academy has

also, for

the largest Association in the world
devoted to the cultivation of economic and social
He was one of the originators of, and
subjects.
one of the most frequent contributors to, "Lalors
Cycloptedia of Political Science"; was also the
pioneer in the movement to introduce into the
United States the scheme of public instruction
known as University Extension; was the first
President of the American Society for the Extension of University Teaching, under whose auspices
the first effective extension work was done in this
country, and has been Director of the Extension
Division in the University of Chicago since February, 1896.
He has been especially identified with
the development of higher commercial education
in the United States.
From his position as
Director of the Wharton School of Finance and
Economy he has affected the course of instruction in this Department in a most marked way.
He was invited by the American Bankers'
Association, in the year 1892, to make a careful
study of the subject of Commercial Education in
Europe, and his report to this association on the
Education of Business Men in Europe, republished
by the University of Chicago in the year 1898,
has become a standard authority on this subject.
Owing largely to his efforts, departments similar
to the Wharton School of Finance and Economy
have been established under the title of College
of Commerce, College of Commerce and Politics,
and Collegiate Course in Commerce, in the Universities of California and Chicago, and Columbia
University. He has been identified with the
progress of college education in general, especially in its relation to secondary and elementary
education, and was one of the early advocates of
the establishment of departments of education in
our colleges and universities, the policy of which
is now adopted by nearly all the leading institutions.
He was, for a time, State Examiner of
High Schools in Illinois, and was founder of "The
Illinois School Journal," long one of the most
influential educational periodicals in the State,
now changed in name to "School and Home."
He has been especially active in the establishment of public kindergartens in different cities,

HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.
and has been repeatedly offered the headship of
important institutions, among them being the
University of Iowa, the University of Illinois,
and the University of Cincinnati. He has served
as Vice-President of the National Municipal
League; of the American Association for the
Advancement of Science, and the American
Economic Association, and of the Board of Trustees of the Illinois State Historical Library is a
member of the American Philosophical Society,
of the Pennsylvania Historical Society, of the
National Council of Education, and of the British
Association for the Advancement of Science. He
was a member of the Committee of Thirteen of
the National Teachers' Association on college
entrance requirements; is a member of various
patriotic and historical societies, including the
Sons of the American Revolution, the Society of
the Colonial Wars, the Holland and the Huguenot
He is the author of more than one hunSociety.
dred papers and monographs on various economic,
educational, legal and administrative subjects.
Professor James was married, August 22, 1879, to
Anna Margarethe Lange, of Halle, Prussia,
daughter of the Rev. Wilhelm Roderich Lange,
and granddaughter of the famous Professor Gerlach of the University of Halle.
JAMESON, John Alexander, lawyer and jurist, was born at Irasburgh, Vt., Jan. 25, 1824;
graduated from the University of Vermont in
1846.
After several years spent in teaching, he
began the study of law, and graduated from the
Dane Law School (of Harvard College) in 1853.
Coming west the same year he located at FreeIn
port, 111., but removed to Chicago in 1850.
1865 he was elected to the bench of the Superior
Court of Chicago, remaining in office until 1883.
During a portion of this period he acted as lecturer in the Union College of Law at Chicago,
;

and as editor of "The American Law Register."
His literary labors were unceasing, his most
notable work being entitled "Constitutional Conventions; their History, Power and Modes of
Proceeding."
He was also a fine classical
scholar, speaking and reading German, French,
Spanish and Italian, and was deeply interested
in charitable and reformatory work.
Died, suddenly, in Chicago, June 16, 1890.
JARROT, Nicholas, early French settler of St.
Clair County, was born in France, received a
liberal education and, on account of the disturbed
condition there in the latter part of the last cen-

country about 1790. After
spending some time at Baltimore and New
Orleans, he arrived at Cahokia, 111., in 1794, and

tury, left his native
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became a permanent settler there. He early became a Major of militia and engaged in trade
with the Indians, frequently visiting Prairie du
Chien, St. Anthony's Falls (now Minneapolis) and
the Illinois River in his trading expeditions, and,
on one or two occasions, incurring great risk of
life

from

hostile savages.

property,

especially in

He

acquired a large

lands, built

mills

and

erected one of the earliest and finest brick houses
in that part of the country. He also served as
Justice of the Peace and Judge of the County

Court of

County. Died, in 1823.— Vital
son of the preceding, inherited a large
landed fortune from his father, and was an
St. Clair

(Jarrot),

enterprising and public-spirited citizen of
Clair County during the last generation.

St.

He

served as Representative from St. Clair County
in the Eleventh, Twentieth, Twenty-first and

Twenty-second General Assemblies, in the first
being an associate of Abraham Lincoln and
always his firm friend and admirer. At the
organization of the Twenty-second General
Assembly (1857), he received the support of the
Republican members for Speaker of the House in
opposition
elected.

to

He

Col.

W.

R. Morrison,

who was

sacrificed a large share of his prop-

erty in a public-spirited effort to build up a
rolling mill at East St. Louis, being reduced
thereby from affluence to poverty. President

Lincoln appointed him an Indian Agent, which
took him to the Black Hills region, where he
died, some years after, from toil and exposure, at
the age of 73 years.
JASPER COUNTY, in the eastern part of
Southern Illinois, having an area of 506 square
miles, and a population (in 1900) of 20,160.
It was
organized in 1831 and named for Sergeant Jasper
of Revolutionary fame. The county was placed under township organization in 1860. The first Board
of County Commissioners consisted of B. Reynolds, W. Richards and George Mattingley.
The
Embarras River crosses the county. The general
surface is level, although gently undulating in
some portions. Manufacturing is carried on in a
small way; but the people are principally interested in agriculture, the chief products consisting
of wheat, potatoes, sorghum, fruit and tobacco.
"Wool-growing is an important industry. Newton
is the county-seat, with a population (in 1890) of
1,428.

JATNE, (Dr.) tJershom, early physician, was
born in Orange County, N.Y., October, 1791 served
as Surgeon in the "War of 1812, and came to Illinois
in 1819, settling in Springfield in 1821; was one
of the Commissioners appointed to construct the
;
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first State Penitentiary (1827), and one of the first
Commissioners of the Illinois & Michigan Canal.
His oldest daughter (Julia Maria) became the
Dr. Jayne died at
wife of Senator Trumbull.
Springfield, in 1867.— Dr. William (Jayne), son of
the preceding, was born in Springfield, 111., Oct. 8,
1826; educated by private tutors and at Illinois

member of the class of 1847, later
receiving the degree of A.M. He was one of the
founders of the Phi Alpha Society while in that
institution graduated from the Medical Department of Missouri State University; in 1860 was

College, being a

;

elected State Senator for Sangamon County, and,
the following year, was appointed by President
Lincoln Governor of the Territory of Dakota,
later serving as Delegate in Congress from that
Territory.

Agent
Mayor

In 1869 he was

appointed Pension
terms as

for Illinois, also served for four

of his native city,

and

is

now

Vice-Presi-

dent of the First National Bank, Springfield.

JEFFERSON COUNTY, a south-central county,
from Edwards and White Counties, in
when it was separately organized, being
named in honor of Thomas Jefferson. Its area is

cut

off

1819,

580 square miles, and

The Big Muddy

its

population (1900), 28,133.

Eiver, with one or

two

tributa-

flows through the county in a southerly direcAlong the banks of streams a variety of
tion.
ries,

hardwood timber is found. The railroad facilities
are advantageous. The surface is level and the
Cereals and fruit are easily produced.
soil rich,
A fine bed of limestone (seven to fifteen feet
It has
thick) crosses the middle of the county.
been quarried and found well adapted to building

The county possesses an abundance of
running water, much of which is slightly impregnated with salt. The upper coal measure
purposes.

underlies

scarcely

The
is

the

entire

county, but the seam is
feet thick at any point.

more than two

chief industry

is

agriculture,

manufactured to some extent.

though lumber

Mount Vernon,

the county-seat, was incorporated as a city in 1872.
It has several
Its population in 1890 was 3,233.
manufactories and is the seat of the Appellate
Court for the Southern Judicial District of the
State.

JEFFERY, Edward Turner, Railway President
and Manager, born

in Liverpool, Eng. April 6,
being an engineer in the British
navy about 1850 came with his widowed mother
to Wheeling, Va and, in 1856, to Chicago, where
he secured employment as office-boy in the
machinery department of the Illinois Central
Railroad. Here he finally became an apprentice
and, passing through various grades of the me1843, his father
;

,

,

chanical department, in May, 1877, became General
Superintendent of the Road, and, in 1885, General
Manager of the entire line. In 1889 he withdrew
from the Illinois Central and, for several years
past, has been President and General Manager of
the Denver & Rio Grande Railway, with headquarters at Denver, Colo. Mr. Jeffery's career as
a railway man has been one of the most conspicuous and successful in the history of American
'

railroads.

JENKINS, Alexander M., Lieutenant-Governor
(1834-36), came to Illinois in his youth and located
in Jackson County, being for a time a resident of
first county-seat of Jackson
County, where he was engaged in trade. Later
he studied law and became eminent in his profession in Southern Illinois. In 1830 Mr. Jenkins
was elected Representative in the Seventh'General
Assembly, was re-elected in 1832, serving during
his second term as Speaker of the House, and took
part the latter year in the Black Hawk War as
Captain of a company. In 1834 Mr. Jenkins was
elected Lieutenant-Governor at the same time
with Governor Duncan, though on an opposing
ticket, but resigned, in 1836, to become President
of the first Illinois Central Railroad Company,
which was chartered that year. The charter of
the road was surrendered in 1837, when the State
had in contemplation the policy of building a
system of roads at its own cost.
For a time he
was Receiver of Public Moneys in the Land Office
at Edwardsville, and, in 1847, was elected to the
State Constitutional Convention of that year
Other positions held by him included that of Justice of the Circuit Court for the Third Judicial

Brownsville, the

Circuit,

to

which he was elected

in 1859,

and

re-elected in 1861, but died in office, February 13,
1864.
Mr. Jenkins was an uncle of Gen. John A.
Logan, who read law with him after his return
from the Mexican War.
JENNEY, William Le Baron, engineer and
architect, born at Fairhaven, Mass., Sept. 25,
1832; was educated at Phillips Academy, Andover, graduating in 1849; at 17 took a trip
around the world, and, after a year spent in the
Scientific Department of Harvard College, took a
course in the Ecole Centrale des Artes et Manufactures in Paris, graduating in 1856. He then
served for a year as engineer on the Tehuantepec
Railroad, and, in 1861, was made an Aid on the
staff of General Grant, being transferred the next
year to the staff of General Sherman, with whom
he remained three years, participating in many
of the most important battles of the war in the
West. Later, he was engaged in the preparation

HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.
of maps of General Sherman's campaigns, which
were published in the "Memoirs" of the latter.
In 1868 he located in Chicago, and has since given
his attention almost solely to architecture, the
result being seen in some of Chicago's most
noteworthy buildings.
JERSEY COUNTY, situated in the western
portion of the middle division of the State,
bordering on the Illinois and Mississippi Rivers.
Originally a part of Greene County, it was separately organized in 1839, with an area of 360 square
There were a few settlers in the county
miles.

as early as 1816-17

dents being natives

New

Jersey ville, the county-seat,

in 1834, a majority of the early resi-

was platted
Jersey.

of,

or at least emigrants from,
climate, added to the

The mild

of the soil, is especially adapted to
fruit-growing and stock-raising. The census of
1900 gave the population of the county as 14,612
Grafton, near the
and of Jersey ville, 3,517.
junction of the Mississippi with the Illinois, had

character

a population of 927. The last mentioned town is
noted for its stone quarries, which employ a

number

men.

of

JERSEYYILLE,

a city and county -seat of Jer-

sey County, the point of junction of the Chicago

Alton and the Chicago, Peoria & St. Louis
Railways, 19 miles north of Alton and 45 miles
north of St. Louis, Mo. The city is in an agri
cultural district, but has manufactories of flour,
plows, carriages and wagons, shoe factory and
watch-making machinery. It contains a handsome courthouse, completed in 1894, nine
churches, a graded public school, besides a separate school for colored children, a convent,

&

library, telephone system, electric lights, artesian
wells,

and three papers.

Population

(1890), 3,207;

(1900), 3,517; (1903, est.), 4,117.

JO DAYIESS COUNTY, situated in the northwest corner of the State has an area of 663 square
miles; population (1900), 24,533.
It was first
explored by Le Seuer, who reported the discovery
;

Another Frenchman (Bouthilwas the first permanent white settler, locating on the site of the present city of Galena in
1820.
About the same time came several American families a trading post was established, and
the hamlet was known as Fredericks' Point, so
of lead in 1700.
lier)

;

called after one of

In 1822 the
Government reserved from settlement a tract 10
miles square along the Mississippi, with a view of
controlling the mining interest. In 1823 mining
privileges were granted upon a royalty of onesixth' and the first smelting furnace was erected
the

same

year.

the

pioneers.

Immigration increased rapidly
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and, inside of three years, the "Point" had a population of 150, and a post-office was established

with a fortnightly mail to and from Vandalia,
then the State capital. In 1827 county organization was effected, the county being named in
honor of Gen. Joseph Hamilton Daviess, who was
killed in the Battle of Tippecanoe.
The original
tract, however, has been subdivided until it now
constitutes nine counties.
The settlers took an
active part in both the Winnebago and Black
Hawk Wars. In 1846-47 the mineral lands were
placed on the market by the Government, and
quickly taken by corporations and individuals.
The scenery is varied, and the soil (particularly
in the east) well suited to the cultivation of
grain.
The county is well wooded and well
watered, and thoroughly drained by the Fever
and Apple Rivers. The name Galena was given
to the county-seat (originally, as has been said,
Fredericks' Point) by Lieutenant Thomas, Government Surveyor, in 1827, in wdiich year it was
platted.
Its general appearance is picturesque.
Its early growth was extraordinary, but later
(particularly after the growth of Chicago) it
received a set-back. In 1841 it claimed 2,000
population and was incorporated in 1870 it had
about 7,000 population, and, in 1900, 5,005. The
names of Grant, Rawlins and E. B. Washburne
are associated with its history. Other important
towns in the county are Warren (population
1,327), East Dubuque (1,146) and Elizabeth (659).
JOHNSON, Caleb C, lawyer and legislator,
was born in Whiteside County, 111. May 23, 1844,
educated in the common schools and at the
Military Academy at Fulton, 111. served during
the Civil War in the Sixty-ninth and One Hundred and Fortieth Regiments Illinois Volunteers
in 1877 was admitted to the bar and, two years
He has served upon the
later, began practice.
Board of Township Supervisors of Whiteside
County; in 1884 was elected to the House of
Representatives of the Thirty-fourth General
Assembly, was re-elected in 1886, and again in
1896.
He also held the position of Deputy Collector of Internal Revenue for his District during
the first Cleveland administration, and was a
delegate to the Democratic National Convention
;

,

;

of 1888.

JOHNSON,

(Rev.) Herrick, clergyman and
was born near Fonda, N. Y. Sept. 21,
1832; graduated at Hamilton College, 1857, and
at Auburn Theological Seminary, 1860 held Presbyterian pastorates in Troy, Pittsburg and Philadelphia in 1874 became Professor of Homiletics
and Pastoral Theology in Auburn Theological
educator,

,

;

;
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1880, accepted a pastorate in
Chicago, also becoming Lecturer on Sacred RhetIn
oric in McCormick Theological Seminary.
1883 he resigned his pastorate, devoting his atten-

Seminary, and, in

tion thereafter to the duties of his professorship.
He was Moderator of the Presbyterian General

Assembly at

Springfield, in 1882,

and has served

as President, for many years, of the Presbyterian
Church Board of Aid for Colleges, and of the

Board of Trustees of Lake Forest University.
Besides many periodical articles, he has published
several volumes on religious subjects.
JOHNSON, Hosmer A., M.D., LL.D., physician, was born near Buffalo, N. Y., Oct. 6, 1822;
at twelve removed to a farm in Lapeer County,
Mich. In spite of limited school privileges, at
eighteen he secured a teachers' certificate, and,
by teaching in the winter and attending an
academy in the summer, prepared for college,
entering the University of Michigan in 1846 and
graduating in 1849. In 1850 he became a student
of medicine at Rush Medical College in Chicago,
graduating in 1852, and the same year becoming
Secretary of the Cook County Medical Society,
and, the year following, associate editor of
Surgical Journal."
Illinois Medical and

"The
For

three years he was a member of the faculty of
Rush, but, in 1858, resigned to become one of the
founders of a new medical school, which has now

become a part of Northwestern University.
During the Civil War, Dr. Johnson was Chairman of the State Board of Medical Examiners;
later serving upon the Board of Health of ChiHe
cago, and upon the National Board of Health.
was also attending physician of Cook County
Hospital and consulting physician of the Chicago
Charitable Eye and Ear Infirmary. At the time
of the great fire of 1871, he was one of the DirectHis
ors of the Chicago Relief and Aid Society.
connections with local, State and National Societies and organizations (medical, scientific, social
and otherwise) wer.3 very numerous. He traveled extensively, both in this country and in
'

Europe, during his visits to the latter devoting
much time to the study of foreign sanitary conditions, and making further attainments in medicine and surgery. In 1883 the degree of LL.D.
was conferred upon him by Northwestern Uni-

During his later years, Dr. Johnson was
versity.
engaged almost wholly in consultations. Died,
Feb.

26, 1891.

JOHNSON COUNTY,

in the southern porone of the smallest
counties, having an area of only 340 square miles,
and a population (1900) of 15,667 named for Col.
tion of the State,

and

lies
is

—

Richard M. Johnson.

Its organization dates back
dividing ridge (forming a sort of
water shed) extends from east to west, the
waters of the Cache and Bay Rivers running
south, and those of the Big Muddy and Saline
toward the north. A minor coal seam of variable
thickness (perhaps a spur from the regular coalmeasures) crops out here and there. Sandstone
and limestone are abundant, and, under cliffs
along the bluffs, saltpeter has been obtained in
small quantities. "Weak copperas springs are
numerous. The soil is rich, the principal crops
being wheat, corn and tobacco. Cotton is raised

to 1812,

for

A

home consumption and

some

attention.

Vienna

is

fruit-culture receives
the county-seat, with

a population, in 1890, of 828.
JOHNSTON, Noah, pioneer and banker, was
born in Hardy County, Va., Dec. 20, 1799, and,
at the age of 12 years, emigrated with his father
to Woodford County, Ky. In 1824 he removed
to Indiana, and, a few years later, to Jefferson
County, 111., where he began farming. He subsequently engaged in merchandising, but proving
unfortunate, turned his attention to politics,
serving first as County Commissioner and then as
County Clerk. In 1838 he was elected to the
State Senate for the counties of Hamilton and
Jefferson, serving four y ears; was Enrolling and
Engrossing Clerk of the Senate during the session
of 1844-45, and, in 1846, elected Representative in
the Fifteenth General Assembly. The following
year he was made Pay master in the United States
Army, serving through the Mexican War; in
1852 served with Abraham Lincoln and Judge
Hugh T. Dickey of Chicago, on a Commission
appointed to investigate claims against the State
for the construction of the Illinois & Michigan
Canal, and, in 1854, was appointed Cle,rk of the
Supreme Court for the Third Division, being
elected to the same position in 18C1.
Other positions held b\ him included those of Deputy' United
States Marshal under the administration of President Polk, Commissioner to superintend the construction of the Supreme Court Building at Mount
r

7

r

Vernon, and Postmaster of that city. He was
also elected Representative again in 1866.
The
later years of his life

the

were spent as President of
Died, No-

Mount Vernon National Bank.

vember,

1891, in his 92d year.

JOLIET, the county-seat

of Will County, situated in the Des Plaines River Valley, 36 miles
southwest of Chicago, on the Illinois & Michigan
Canal, and the intersecting point of five lines of
railway. A good quality of calcareous building

stone underlies the entire region, and

is

exten-
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Gravel, sand, and clay are also
considerable quantities.
in
obtained
Within twenty miles are productive coal mines.
The Northern Illinois Penitentiary and a female
penal institute stand just outside the city limits
on the north. Joliet is an important manufacturing center, the census of 1900 crediting the
city with 455 establishments, having §15,452,196
capital, employing 6,523 hands, paying §3,957,529
wages and §17,891,836 for raw material, turning
out an annual product valued at §27,765,104. The
leading industries are the manufacture of foundry
si

vely quarried.

easily

and machine-shop products, engines, agricultural
Bessemer steel,
steel
implements, pig-iron.
bridges, rods, tin cans, wallpaper, matches, beer,

pianos, and stoves,
and stone cutting. The Chicago Drainage Canal supplies valuable waterThe city has many handsome public
power.
buildings and private residences, among the
former being four high schools, Government
postoffice building, two public libraries, and two
public hospitals. It also has two public and two
saddles,

paint,

school parks. Population (1880), 11,657; (1890),
23,254, (including suburbs), 34,473; (1900), 29,353.

JOLIET,

WAY.

AURORA & NORTHERN RAIL& Eastern Railway.

(See Elgin, Joliet

JOLIET, Louis, a French explorer, born at
Quebec, Canada, Sept. 21, 1645, educated at the
Jesuits' College, and early engaged in the furIn 1669 he was sent to investigate the
trade.
copper mines on Lake Superior, but his most
important service began in 1673, when Frontenac
commissioned him to explore. Starting from the
missionary station of St. Ignace, with Father
Marquette, he went up the Fox River within the
present State of Wisconsin and down the Wisconsin to the Mississippi, which he descended as
far as the mouth of the Arkansas.
He was the
first to discover that the Mississippi flows to the
Gulf rather than to the Pacific. He returned to
Green Bay via the Illinois River, and (as believed)
the sites of the present cities of Joliet and Chicago.
Although later appointed royal hydrographer
and given the island of Anticosti, he never
revisited the Mississippi.
Some historians assert
that this was largely due to the influential jealousy of La Salle. Died, in Canada, in May, 1700.
JOLIET & BLUE ISLAND RAILWAY, con
stituting a part of and operated by the Calumet
& Blue Island— a belt line, 21 miles in length, of
standard gauge and laid with 60-lb. steel rails.
The company provides terminal facilities at Joliet,
although originally projected to merely run from
that city to a connection with the Calumet &

and paid

ized

in

is

capital stock author-

§100,000.

The company's

general offices are in Chicago.

JOLIET & NORTHERN INDIANA RAILROAD, a road running from Lake, Ind., to Joliet,
which 29 miles are in Illinois),
from Sept. 7, 1854 (the
date of completion), to the Michigan Central Railroad Company, which owns nearly all its stock.
Its capital stock is §300,000, and its funded debt,
111.,

45 miles (of

and leased

§80,000.

in perpetuity,

Other forms of indebtedness swell the

amount

of capital invested (1895) to §1,Total earnings and income in Illinois in
(See
1894, §89,017; total expenditures, §62,370.
Michigan Central Railroad.
total

143,201.

JONES, Alfred

furniture,

besides quarrying

The

Blue Island Railway.
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was born

M., politician and legislator,

New

Hampshire, Feb. 5, 1837, brought
to McHenry County, 111., at 10 years of age, and,
at 16, began life in the pineries and engaged in
rafting on the Mississippi. Then, after two
in

winters in school at Rockford, and a short season
in teaching, he spent a year in the book and
jewelry business at Warren, Jo Daviess County.
The following year (1858) he made a trip to Pike's
Peak, but meeting disappointment in his expectations in regard to mining, returned almost
immediately. The next few years were spent in
various occupations, including law and real
estate business, until 1872, when he was elected
to the Twenty-eighth General Assembly, ?,nd
Other positions
re-elected two years later.
successively held by him were those of Commissioner of the Joliet Penitentiary, Collector of
Internal Revenue for the Sterling District, and
United States Marshal for the Northern District
of Illinois.
He was, for fourteen years, a member
of the Republican State Central Committee, during twelve years of that period being its chairman. Since 1885, Mr. Jones has been manager
of the Bethesda Mineral Springs at Waukesha,
Wis., but has found time to make his mark in

Wisconsin

politics also.

JONES, John Rice, first English lawyer in
nois,

was born

Illi-

in Wales, Feb. 11, 1759; educated

at Oxford in medicine and law, and, after practicing the latter in London for a short time, came

America in 1784, spending two years in Philawhere he made the acquaintance of
Dr. Benjamin Rush and Benjamin Franklin; in
1786, having reached the Falls of the Ohio, he

to

delphia,

joined Col. George Rogers Clark's expedition
against the Indians on the Wabash. This having
partially failed through the discontent and
desertion of the troops, he remained at Vincennes
four years, part of the time as Commissary
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General of the garrison there. In 1790 he went to
Kaskaskia, but eleven years later returned to Vincennes, being commissioned the same year by
Gov. William Henry Harrison, Attorney-General
of Indiana Territory, and, in 1805, becoming a
member of the first Legislative Council. He was
Secretary of the convention at Vincennes, in
December, 1802, which memorialized Congress to
suspend, for ten years, the article in the Ordinance of 1787 forbidding slavery in the Northwest
Territory. In 1808 he removed a second time to
Kaskaskia, remaining two years, when he located
within the present limits of the State of Missouri
(then the Territory of Louisiana), residing successively at St. Genevieve, St. Louis and Potosi,
at the latter place acquiring large interests in
mineral lands. He became prominent in Missouri politics, served as a member of the Convention which framed the first State Constitution,
was a prominent candidate for United States
Senator before the first Legislature, and finally
elected by the same a Justice of the Supreme
Court, dying in office at St. Louis, Feb. 1, 1824.
He appears to have enjoyed an extensive practice
among the early residents, as shown by the fact
that, the year of his return to Kaskaskia, he paid
taxes on more than 16,000 acres of land in Monroe
County, to say nothing of his possessions about
Vincennes and his subsequent acquisitions in
Missouri.
He also prepared the first revision of
laws for Indiana Territory when Illinois composed a part of it. Rice (Jones), son of the preceding by a first marriage, was born in Wales,
Sept. 28, 1781; came to America with his parents, and was educated at Transylvania University
and the University of Pennsylvania, taking a
medical degree at the latter, but later studying
law at Litchfield, Conn. and locating at Kaskaskia in 1806. Described as a young man of brilliant
talents, he took a prominent part in politics and,
at a special election held in September, 1808, was
elected to the Indiana Territorial Legislature, by
the party known as "Divisionists" i. e., in favor
of the division of the Territory which proved
successful in the organization of Illinois Territory
the following year. Bitterness engendered in
this contest led to a challenge from Shadrach
Bond (afterwards first Governor of the State)
which Jones accepted but the affair was amicably adjusted on the field without an exchange of
shots.
One Dr. James Dunlap, who had been
Bond's second, expressed dissatisfaction with the
settlement; a bitter factional fight was maintained between the friends of the respective
parties, ending in the assassination of Jones, who

—

,

—
—

;

was shot by Dunlap on the

street in Kaskaskia,

— Jones

dying in a few minutes,
while Dunlap fled, ending his days in Texas.
Gen. John Rice (Jones), Jr., another son, was
born at Kaskaskia, Jan. 8, 1792, served under
1808

Dec.

7,

Capt.

Henry Dodge in the War of 1812, and, in
went to Texas, where he bore a conspicuous

1831,

part in securing the independence of that State
from Mexico, dying there in 1845 the year of its

—

—

annexation to the United States.
George
Wallace (Jones), fourth son of John Rice Jones
(1st), was born at Vincennes, Indiana Territory,
April 12, 1804; graduated at Transylvania University, in 1825; served as Clerk of the United
States District Court in Missouri in 1826, and as
Aid to Gen. Dodge in the Black Hawk War in
1834 was elected Delegate in Congress from
Michigan Territory (then including the present
States of Michigan, Wisconsin and Iowa), later
serving two terms as Delegate from Iowa Territory, and, on its admission as a State, being elected
one of the first United States Senators and reelected in 1852; in 1859, was appointed by President Buchanan Minister to Bogota, Colombia
but recalled in 1861 on account of a letter to
Jefferson Davis expressing sympathy with the
cause of the South, and was imprisoned for two
months in Fort Lafayette. In 1838 he was the second of Senator Cilley in the famous Cilley-Graves
duel near Washington, which resulted in the
death of the former. After his retirement from
office, General Jones' residence was at Dubuque,
Iowa, where he died, July 22, 1896, in the 93d
year of his age.
JONES, Michael, early politician, was a Pennsylvanian by birth, who came to Illinois in Terri;

was Register of
Land Office at Kaskaskia; afterwards
removed to Shawneetown and represented
torial days, and, as early as 1809,

the

Gallatin County as a Delegate to the Constitu-

and as Senator in the
four General Assemblies, and also as Representative in the Eighth. He was a candidate for
United States Senator in 1819, but was defeated
tional Convention of 1818
first

by Governor Edwards, and was a Presidential
Elector in 1820. He is represented to have been a

man of considerable ability but of bitter passions,
a supporter of the scheme for a pro-slavery constitution and a bitter opponent of Governor
Edwards.
JOXES, J. Russell, capitalist, was born at
Conneaut, Ashtabula County, Ohio, Feb. 17, 1823;
after spending two years as clerk in a store in his
native town, came to Chicago in 1838 spent the
next two years at Rockton, when he accepted a
;

HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.

309

& Michigan Canal; spent a season at
Canandaigua Academy, N. Y. edited a periodical

clerkship in a leading mercantile establishment

Illinois

at Galena, finally being advanced to a partnerIn 1860 he
ship, which was dissolved in 1850.

at Jackson, Mich., for a year or two, but finally

was elected, as a Republican, Representative in
the Twenty-second General Assembly, and, in
March following, was appointed by President
Lincoln United States Marshal for the Northern
In 1869, by appointment of
District of Illinois.
President Grant, he became Minister to Belgium,
remaining in office until 1875, when he resigned
and returned to Chicago. Subsequently he
declined the position of Secretary of the Interior,
but was appointed Collector of the Port of Chicago, from which he retired in 1888. Mr. Jones
served as member of the National Republican
Committee for Illinois in 1868. In 1863 he organized the West Division Street Railway, laying
the foundation of an ample fortune.
JONES, William, pioneer merchant,
at Charlemont, Mass.

,

was born

Oct. 22, 1789, but spent his

boyhood and early manhood

in

New York

State,

ultimately locating at Buffalo, where he engaged
in business as a grocer, and also held various
public

positions.

In

1831

he

made

a tour of

observation westward by way of Detroit, finally
reaching Fort Dearborn, which he again visited
in 1832 and in '33, making small investments each

time in real estate, which afterwards appreciated
immensely in value. In 1834, in partnership
with Byram King of Buffalo, Mr. Jones engaged
in the stove and hardware business, founding in
Chicago the firm of Jones & King, and the next
year brought his family. While he never held
any important public office, he was one of the
most prominent of those early residents of Chicago
through whose enterprise and public spirit the
He held the office of
city was made to prosper.
Justice of the Peace, served in the City Council,
was one of the founders of the city fire department, served for twelve years (1840-52) on the
Board of School Inspectors (for a considerable
time as its President), and contributed liberally
to the cause of education, including gifts of
$50,000 to the old Chicago University, of which
he was a Trustee and, for some time, President of
its Executive Committee.
Died, Jan. 18, 1868.—
Fernando (Jones), son of the preceding, was born
at Forestville, Chautauqua County, N. Y., May
26, 1820, having, for some time in his boyhood,
Millard Fillmore (afterwards President) as his
teacher at Buffalo, and, still later, Reuben E. Fenton (afterwards Governor and a United States
Senator) as classmate. After coming to Chicago,
in 1835, he was employed for some time as a clerk
in Government offices and by the Trustees of the

;

coming

opened an abstract and title
which he was engaged at the time of the
fire of 1871, and which, by consolidation with two
other firms, became the foundation of the Title
Guarantee and Trust Company, which still plays
an important part in the real-estate business of
to Chicago,

office, in

Chicago. Mr. Jones has held various public posiincluding that of Trustee of the Hospital
for the Insane at Jacksonville, and has for years
been a Trustee of the University of Chicago. -Kiler

tions,

Kent

another son, was one of the found"The Gem of the Prairies" newspaper, out
of which grew "The Chicago Tribune"; was for
many years a citizen of Quincy, 111., and promi(Jones),

ers of

nent member of the Republican State Central
Committee, and, for a time, one of the publishers
of "The Prairie Farmer." Died, in Quincy,

August

20, 1886.

JONESBORO, the county-seat of Union County,
situated about a mile west of the line of the Illinois Central Railroad.
It is some 30 miles north

which

it is connected by the Mobile
stands in the center of a fertile
territory, largely devoted to fruit-growing, and is
an important shipping-point for fruit and early
vegetables; has a silica mill, pickle factory and a
bank.
There are also four churches, and one
weekly newspaper, as well as a graded school.
Population (1900), 1,130.
JOSLYN, Merritt L., lawyer, was born in
Livingston County, N. Y. in 1827, came to Illinois in 1839, his father settling in McHenry
County, where the son, on arriving at manhood,
engaged in the practice of the law. The latter
became prominent in political circles and, in
1856, was a Buchanan Presidential Elector.
On
the breaking out of the war he allied himself
with the Republican party served as a Captain
in the Thirty-sixth Illinois Volunteer Infantry,
and, in 1864, was elected to the Twenty-fourth

of Cairo, with

& Ohio

R. R.

It

,

;

General Assembly from McHenry County, later
serving as Senator during the sessions of the
Thirtieth and Thirty-first Assemblies (1876-80).
After the death of President Garfield, he was
appointed by President Arthur Assistant Secretary of the Interior, serving to the close of the

Returning to his home at Woodhe resumed the practice of his profession, and, since 1889, has discharged the duties of
Master in Chancery for McHenry County.
JOUETT, Charles, Chicago's first lawyer, was
born in Virginia in 1772, studied law at Charlottesadministration.
stock,

111.,
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was appointed by
President Jefferson Indian Agent at Detroit and,
in 1805, acted as Commissioner in conducting a
treaty with the Wyandottes, Ottawas and other
Indians of Northwestern Ohio and Michigan at
Maumee City, Ohio. In the fall of the latter year
he was appointed Indian Agent at Fort Dearborn,
serving there until the year before the Fort Dearborn Massacre. Removing to Mercer County,
Ky., in 1811, he was elected to a Judgeship there,
but, in 1815, was reappointed by President Madison Indian Agent at Fort Dearborn, remaining
until 1818, when he again returned to Kentucky.
In 1819 he was appointed to a United States
Judgeship in the newly organized Territory of
Arkansas, but remained only a few months, when
he resumed his residence in Kentucky, dying
ville in that State; in 1802

May 28, 1834.
JOURNALISM. (See Newspapers, Early.)
JUDD, Norman Buel, lawyer, legislator, For-

there,

eign Minister, was born at Rome, N. Y., Jan. 10,
1815, where he read law and was admitted to the
bar.
In 1836 he removed to Chicago and commenced practice in the (then) frontier settlement. He early rose to a position of prominence
and influence in public affairs, holding various
municipal offices and being a member of the
State Senate from 1844 to 1860 continuously. In
1860 he was a Delegate-at-large to the Republican
National Convention, and, in 1861, President Lincoln appointed him Minister Plenipotentiary to
Prussia, where he represented this country for
four years. He was a warm personal friend of
Lincoln, and accompanied him on his memorable

journey from Springfield to Washington in 1861.
In 1870 he was elected to the Forty-first Congress.
Died, at Chicago, Nov. 10, 1878.
JUDD, S. Corning, lawyer and politician, born
in Onondaga County, N. Y., July 21, 1827; was
educated at Aurora Academy, taught for a time in
Canada and was admitted to the bar in New York
in 1848; edited "The Syracuse Daily Star" in 1849,
and, in 1850, accepted a position in the Interior
Department in Washington. Later, he resumed
his place upon "The Star," but, in 1854, removed
to Lewistown, Fulton County, 111., and began
practice with his brother-in-law, the late W. C.

Goudy.

In 1873 he removed to Chicago, entering
into partnership with William Fitzhugh Whitehouse, son of Bishop Whitehouse, and became
prominent in connection with some ecclesiastical
trials which followed.
In 1860 he was a Democratic candidate for Presidential Elector and,
during the war, was a determined opponent of
the war policy of the Government, as such mak-

ing an unsuccessful campaign for LieutenantGovernor in 1864. In 1885 he was appointed
Postmaster of the city of Chicago, serving until
1889.
Died, in Chicago, Sept. 22, 1895.

JUDICIAL SYSTEM, THE. The
of 1818 vested the judicial

power

Constitution

of the State in

one Supreme Court, and such inferior courts as
the Legislature might establish. The former
consisted of one Chief Justice and three Associates, appointed by joint ballot of the Legislature
but, until 1825, when a new act went into effect,
they were required to perform circuit duties in
the several counties, while exercising appellate
jurisdiction in their united capacity.
In 1824 the
Legislature divided the State into five circuits,
appointing one Circuit Judge for each, but, two
years later, these were legislated out of office, and
circuit court duty again devolved upon the
Supreme Judges, the State being divided into
four circuits. In 1829 a new act authorized the
appointment of one Circuit Judge, who was
assigned to duty in the territory northwest of the
Illinois River, the Supreme Justices continuing
to perform circuit duty in the four other circuits.
This arrangement continued until 1835, when the
State was divided into six judicial circuits, and,
additional Circuit Judges having been
five
elected, the Supreme Judges were again relieved
from circuit court service. After this no material changes occurred except in the increase of the

number
led to

whole number
time political reasons

of circuits until 1841, the

then being nine.

At

this

an entire reorganization of the

courts.

An

act passed Feb. 10, 1841, repealed all laws authorizing the election of Circuit Judges, and provided
for the appointment of five additional Associate
Judges of the Supreme Court, making nine in
all; and, for a third time, circuit duties devolved
upon the Supreme Court Judges, the State being
divided at the same time into nine circuits.

By

the adoption of the Constitution of 1848 the

judiciary system underwent an entire change, all

being

made

elective

judicial

officers

people.

The Constitution provided

for a

by the
Supreme

Court, consisting of three Judges, Circuit Courts,
County Courts, and courts to be held by Justices

In addition to these, the Legislature had the power to create inferior civil and
criminal courts in cities, but only upon a uniform
plan.
For the election of Supreme Judges, the
State was divided into three Grand Judicial Diviof the Peace.

The Legislature might, however, if it saw
provide for the election of ail three Judges on
a general ticket, to be voted throughout the
State-at-large but this power was never exersions.
fit,

;
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Appeals lay from the Circuit Courts to the
cised.
Supreme Court for the particular division in
which the county might be located, although, by
unanimous consent of all parties in interest, an
appeal might be transferred to another district.
Nine Circuit Courts were established, but the
number might be increased at the discretion of
Availing itself of its
constitutional power and providing for the needs
of a rapidly growing community, the Legislature
gradually increased the number of circuits to
thirty.
The term of office for Supreme Court
Judges was nine, and, for Circuit Judges, six
Vacancies were to be filled by popular
years.
election, unless the unexpired term of the
deceased or retiring incumbent was less than one
year, in which case the Governor was authorized
Circuit Courts were vested with
to appoint.
the General Assembly.

appellate jurisdiction from inferior tribunals, and
each was required to hold at least two terms

annually in each county, as might be fixed by
statute.

The Constitution of 1870, without changing the
of election or term of office, made several

mode

changes

adapted

to

altered

conditions.

As

regards the Supreme Court, the three Grand
Divisions were retained, but the number of
Judges was increased to seven, chosen from a like
number of districts, but sitting together to constitute a full court, of which four members conA Chief Justice is chosen by
stitute a quorum.

the Court, and is usually one of the Judges
nearing the expiration of his term. The minor
officers include a Reporter of Decisions, and one
Clerk in each Division. By an act passed in 1897,
the three Supreme Court Divisions were consolidated in one, the Court being required to hold its
sittings in Springfield, and hereafter only one
Clerk will be elected instead of three as heretoThe salaries of Justices of the Supreme
fore.
Court are fixed by law at $5,000 each.
The State was divided in 1873 into twenty-seven
circuits (Cook County being a circuit by itself),
and one or more terms of the circuit court are
required to be held each year in each county in
the State. The jurisdiction of the Circuit Courts
is both original and appellate, and includes mat-

ing the

number
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Again
an act increasing

of Judges to thirty-nine.

in 1897 the Legislature passed

the number of judicial circuits, exclusive of Cook
County, to seventeen, while the number of
Judges in each circuit remained the same, so
that the whole number of Judges elected that

year outside of Cook County was fifty-one. The
salaries of Circuit Judges are $3,500 per year,
except in Cook County, where they are $7,000.
The Constitution also provided for the organization of Appellate Courts after the year 1874, having uniform jurisdiction in districts created for
that purpose. These courts are a connecting
link between the Circuit and the Supreme Courts,
and greatly relieve the crowded calendar of the
latter.
In 1877 the Legislature established four
of these tribunals one for the County of Cook
one to include all the Northern Grand Division
except Cook County; the third to embrace the
Central Grand Division, and the fourth the Southern.
Each Appellate Court is held by three Circuit Court Judges, named by the Judges of the
Supreme Court, each assignment covering three
years, and no Judge either allowed to receive
extra compensation or sit in review of his own
rulings or decisions. Two terms are held in each
District every year, and these courts have no
:

original jurisdiction.

Cook County. —The
County

is

different

judicial system of

from that of the

Cook

rest of the

The Constitution of 1870 made the county
State.
an independent district, and exempted it from
being subject to any subsequent redistricting.
The bench of the Circuit Court in Cook County,
at first fixed at five Judges, has been increased
under the Constitution to fourteen, who receive
additional compensation from the county treasury.

The

Legislature

right to increase the
to population.

has

the

constitutional

number of Judges according

In 1849 the

Legislature

estab-

Cook County Court of Common Pleas.
Later, this became the Superior Court of Cook
County, which now (1898) consists of thirteen
Judges. For this court there exists the same
constitutional provision relative to an increase of
Judges as in the case of the Circuit Court of Cook
lished the

County.

JUDY,

and criminal, in law and in equity.
The Judges are elected by districts, and hold office
for six years.
In 1877 the State was divided into
thirteen judicial circuits (exclusive of Cook

who, having come to the United States at
an early day, remained some years in Maryland,
when, in 1786, he started wT est, spending two

County), but without reducing the number of
Judges (twenty-six) already in office, and the
election of one additional Judge (to serve two
years) was ordered in each district, thus increas-

years near Louisville, Ky., finally arriving at
Kaskaskia, 111., in 1788. In 1792 he removed to
New Design, in Monroe County, and, in 1800,
located within the present limits of Madison

ters civil

Jacob, pioneer, a native of Switzer-

land,
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County, where he died in 1807.— Samuel (Judy),
son of the preceding, born August 19, 1773, was
brought by his father to Illinois in 1788, and afterwards became prominent in political affairs and
famous as an Indian fighter. On the organization
of Madison County he became one of the first
County Commissioners, serving many years. He
also commanded a body of "Rangers" in the
Indian campaigns during the War of 1812, gaining the title of Colonel, and served as a member
from Madison County in the Second Territorial
Council (1814-15). Previous to 1811 he built the
first brick house within the limits of Madison
County, which still stood, not many years since,
a few miles from Edwardsville. Colonel Judy
died in 1838. Jacob (Judy), eldest son of Samuel,
was Register of the Land Office at Edwardsville,
1845-49.
Thomas (Judy), younger son of Samuel,
was born, Dec. 19, 1804, and represented Madison
County in the Eighteenth General Assembly
(1852-54).
His death occurred Oct. 4, 1880.
JUDY, James William, soldier, was born in
Clark County, Ky., May 8, 1822 his ancestors
on his father's side being from Switzerland, and
those on his mother's from Scotland grew up on
a farm and, in 1852, removed to Menard County,
In August, 1862,
111., where he has since resided.
he enlisted as a private soldier, was elected Cap-

—

;

tain of his company, and, on its incorporation as

bore a conspicuous part in securing the location
of the State Fair at Springfield in 1894, and the
improvements there made under his administra-

any other State.
and up to 1856, an old-line Whig,
Colonel Judy has since been an ardent Republican and though active in political campaigns,
tion have not been paralleled in

Originally,

;

has never held a political office nor desired one,
being content with the discharge of his duty as a
patriotic private citizen.

KANAN, Michael F., soldier and legislator, was
born in Essex County, N. Y., in November, 1837,
at twenty years of age removed to Macon County,
111.
and engaged in farming. During the Civil
War he enlisted in the Forty-first Illinois Volunteers (Col. I. C. Pugh's regiment), serving nearly
four years and retiring with the rank of Captain.
After the war he served six years as Mayor of the
In 1894 he was elected State
city of Decatur.
,

Senator, serving in the Thirty-ninth and Fortieth

General Assemblies. Captain Kanan was one of
the founders of the Grand Army of the Republic,
and a member of the first Post of the order ever
established that at Decatur.
KANE, a village of Greene County, on the
Jacksonville Division of the Chicago & Alton
Railway, 40 miles south of Jacksonville. It has
a bank and a weekly paper. Population (1880),

—

One Hundred and Fourteenth RegiVolunteers at Camp Butler, was
chosen Colonel by acclamation. The One Hun-

408; (1890), 551; (1900), 588.
KANE, Elias Kent, early United States Sena-

dred and Fourteenth, as part of the Fifteenth
Army Corps under command of that brilliant
soldier, Gen. Wm. T. Sherman, was attached to
the Army of the Tennessee, and took part in the
entire siege of Vicksburg, from May, 1803, to the
surrender on the 3d of July following. It also
participated in the siege of Jackson, Miss., and
numerous other engagements. After one year's
service, Colonel Judy was compelled to resign by
domestic affliction, having lost two children by
death within eight days of each other, while
others of his family were dangerously ill. On
his retirement from the army, he became deeply
interested in thorough-bred cattle, and is now the
most noted stock auctioneer in the United States
having, in the past thirty years, sold more
thorough -bred cattle than any other man living
his operations extending from Canada to California, and from Minnesota to Texas.
Colonel
Judy was elected a member of the State Board of
Agriculture in 1874, and so remained continuously until 1896 except two years also serving
as President of the Board from 1894 to 1896. He

to have been born in

part of the

ment

Illinois

—

—

—

—

tor, is said

The

byLanman's "Dictionary of Congress"

late Gen. Geo.

New

York, June

W. Smith,

7,

1796.

of Chicago, a rela-

Kane's by marriage, in a paper
read before the Illinois State Bar Associatior
(1895), rejecting other statements assigning the
date of the Illinois Senator's birth to various
years from 1786 to 1796, expresses the opinion,
based on family letters, that he was really born
in 1794. He was educated at Yale College, graduating in 1812, read law in New York, and emitive of Senator

grated to Tennessee in 1813 or early in 1814, but,
before the close of the latter year, removed to IlliHis abilities were
nois, settling at Kaskaskia.
recognized by his appointment, early in 1818, as
Judge of the eastern circuit under the Territorial
Government. Before the close of the same year

he served as a member of the first State Constitutional Convention, and was appointed by Governor Bond the first Secretary of State under the
new State Government, but resigned on the
accession of Governor Coles in 1S22. Two years
later he was elected to the General Assembly as

Representative

from

Randolph

County,

but
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resigned before the close of the year to accept a
seat in the United States Senate, to

and re-elected

elected in 1834,

which

in 1830.

lie

was

Before

the expiration of his second term (Dec. 12, 1835),
having reached the age of a little more than 40
years, he died in Washington, deeply mourned

by

his

fellow-members of Congress and by his

Senator Kane was a cousin of the
Chancellor Kent of New York,
through his mother's family, while, on his
father's side, he was a relative of the celebrated
Arctic explorer, Elisha Kent Kane.
KANE COUNTY, one of the wealthiest and
most progressive counties in the State, situated in
the northeastern quarter. It has an area of 540
square miles, and population (1900) of 78,792;
was named for Senator Elias Kent Kane. Timber and water are abundant, Fox River flowing
through the county from north to south. Immigration began in 1833, and received a new impetus
in 1835, when the Pottawatomies were removed
west of the Mississippi. A school was established
County
in 1834, and a church organized in 1835.
organization was effected in June, 1836, and the
public lands came on the market in 1842. The
Civil War record of the county is more than
creditable, the number of volunteers exceeding
the assessed quota. Farming, grazing, manufacturing and dairy industries chiefly engage the
attention of the people. The county has many
flourishing cities and towns. Geneva is the countyseat. (See Aurora, Dundee, Eldora, Elgin, Geneva
constituents.

distinguished

and

St. Charles.

)

KANGLEY, a village of La Salle County, on
the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railway, three
miles northwest of Streator. There are several
coal shafts here. Population (1900), 1,004.
KANKAKEE, a city and county-seat of Kankakee County, on Kankakee River and 111. Cent.
Railroad, at intersection of the "Big Four" with
the Indiana, 111. & Iowa Railroad, 56 miles south of
Chicago. It is an agricultural and stock-raising
region, near extensive coal fields and bog iron
ore; has water-power, flour and paper mills, agricultural implement, furniture, and piano factories, knitting and novelty works, besides two
quarries of valuable building stone. The Eastern Hospital for the Insane is located here.
There are four papers, four banks, five schools,

water-works, gas and electric light, electric car
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name from its principal river. It was set apart
from Will and Iroquois Counties under the act
passed in 1851, the owners of the site of the
present city of

Kankakee contributing

$5,000

toward the erection of county buildings. Agriculture, manufacturing and coal-mining are the
principal pursuits. The first white settler was
one Noah Vasseur, a Frenchman, and the first
American, Thomas Durham. Population (1880),
25,047; (1890), 28,732; (1900), 37,154.

KANKAKEE RIYER, a

sluggish stream, rising

Joseph County, Ind., and flowing westsouthwest through English Lake and a flat marshy
region, into Illinois.
In Kankakee County it
unites with the Iroquois from the south and the
Des Plaines from the north, after the junction
with the latter, taking the name of the Illinois.
KANKAKEE & SENECA RAILROAD, a line
lying wholly in Illinois, 42.08 miles»in length. It
has a capital stock of 810,000, bonded debt of
§650,000 and other forms of indebtedness (1895)
reaching §557,629; total capitalization, §1,217,629.
This road was chartered in 1881, and opened in
1882.
It connects with the Cleveland, Cincinnati,
Chicago & St. Louis Railroad, and the Chicago,
in St.

Rock Island & Pacific, and is owned jointly by
two lines, but operated by the former. (See

these

Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago

&

Louis Rail-

St.

road. )

KANSAS, a village in Edgar County, on the
Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis and
the Chicago & Ohio River Railways, 156 miles
northeast of St. Louis, 104 miles west of Indianapolis, 13 miles east of Charleston and 11 miles
west-southwest of Paris. The surrounding region
Kansas has tile
is agricultural and stock-raising.
works, two grain elevators, a canning factory,
and railway machine shops, beside four churches,
a collegiate institute, a National bank and a
weekly newspaper. Population (1880) 723 (1890)
,

;

1,037; (1900), 1,049.

KASKASKIA,

a village of the Illinois Indians,
post, first occupied in
1700.
It passed into the hands of the British
after the French-Indian War in 1765, and was
captured by Col. George Rogers Clark, at the head
of a force of Virginia troops, in 1778. (See Clark,
George Rogers.) At that time the white inhab-

and

later a

itants

The

French trading

were almost entirely of French descent.

Popu-

exercise of the elective franchise in Illinois occurred here in the year last named, and, in

a wealthy and populous county in the northeast section of the State,
having an area of 680 square miles receiving its

1804, the United States Government opened a
land office there. For many years the most
important commercial town in the Territory, it
remained the Territorial and State capital down

lines,

and Government

postoffice building.

lation (1890), 9,025; (1900), 13,595.

KANKAKEE COUNTY,

—

first
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the seat of government was reOriginally situated on the
west side of the Kaskaskia River, some six miles
from the Mississippi, early in 1899 its site had
been swept away by the encroachments of the

when

to 1819,

moved

to Vandalia.

latter stream, so that all that is left of the principal town of Illinois, in Territorial days, is simply
its

name.

KASKASKIA INDIANS,

one of the

five tribes

constituting the Illinois confederation of Algon
quin Indians. About the year 1700 they removed

from what is now La Salle County, to Southern
Illinois, where they established themselves along
the banks of the river which bears their name.
They were finally removed, with their b-ethren
of the

Illinois,

west of the Mississippi, and, as a

distinct tribe, have

become

KASKASKIA RIVER,

extinct.
rises

Champaign

in

County, and flows southwest through the counties of Douglas, Coles, Moultrie, Shelby, Fayette,
Clinton and St. Clair, thence southward through
Randolph, and empties into the Mississippi River
near Chester. It is nearly 300 miles long, and
flows through a fertile, undulating country, which
forms part of the great coal field of the State.
KEITH, Edson, Sr., merchant and manufacturer, born at Barre, Vt., Jan. 28, 1833, was educated at home and in the district schools spent
1850-54 in Montpelier, coming to Chicago the
latter year and obtaining employment in a retail
dry-goods store. In 1860 he assisted in establishing the firm of Keith, Faxon & Co. now Edson
Keith & Co. is also President of the corporation
of Keith Brothers & Co. a Director of the Metropolitan National Bank, and the Edison Electric
Light Company. Elbridge G. (Keith), banker,
brother of the preceding, was born at Barre, Vt.,
July 16, 1840; attended local schools and Barre
Academy came to Chicago in 1857, the next year
taking a position as clerk in the house of Keith,
Faxon & Co., in 1865 becoming a partner and, in
1884, being chosen President of the Metropolitan
National Bank, where he still remains. Mr.
Keith was a member of the Republican National
Convention of 1880, and belongs to several local
literary, political and social clubs was also one
of the Directors of the World's Columbian Expo;

,

;

,

—

;

;

sition of 1892-93.

KEITHSBURG, a town in Mercer County on
the Mississippi River, at the intersection of the
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy and the Iowa Central Railways;
100 miles west-northwest of
Peoria.

Principal industries are fisheries, ship-

ping, manufacture of pearl buttons

one paper.

and

Pop. (1900), 1,566; (1903,

oilers;

has

est.), 2,000.

KELLOGG, Hiram Huntington, clergyman
and educator, was born at Clinton (then Whitestown), N. Y., in February, 1803, graduated at
Hamilton College and Auburn Seminary, after
which he served for some years as pastor at
various places in Central New York. Later, he
established the Young Ladies' Domestic Seminary
at Clinton, claimed to be the first ladies' semi-

nary in the State, and the first experiment in the
country uniting manual training of girls with
scholastic instruction, antedating Mount Hoi
yoke, Oberlin and other institutions which adopted
this system.
Color was no bar to admission to
the institution, though the daughters of some of
the wealthiest families of the State were among
its pupils.
Mr. Kellogg was a co laborer with
Gerritt Smith, Beriah Green, the Tappans, Garrison and others, in the effort to arouse public sentiment in opposition to slavery. In 1836 he united
with Prof. George W. Gale and others in the
movement for the establishment of a colony and
the building up of a Christian and anti-slavery
institution in the West, which resulted in the
location of the town of Galesburg and the found,
ing there of Knox College. Mr. Kellogg was
chosen the first President of the institution and,
in 1841,

left his

thriving school at

identify himself with the

new

Clinton to

enterprise, which,

was a manual-labor school. In the
West he soon became the ally and co-laborer of
in its infancy,

such

men

Dr. C. V.

as

Owen

Dyer and

Lovejoy, Ichabod Codding,

others, in the

work of extirpat-

In 1843 he visited England as a
member of the World's Peace Convention, remaining abroad about a year, during which time
he made the acquaintance of Jacob Bright and
others of the most prominent men of that day in
England and Scotland. Resigning the Presidency
of Knox College in 1847, he returned to Clinton
Seminary, and was later engaged in various business enterpi ises until 1861, when he again removed to Illinois, and was engaged in preaching
and teaching at various points during the
remainder of his life, dying suddenly, at his
ing slaverj

r

.

-

home

school at

Mount

KELLOGG, William

Forest,

Pitt,

111.,

Jan.

was born

1,

1881.

at Orwell,

Dec. 8, 1831, removed to Illinois in 1848,
studied law at Peoria, was admitted to the bar in

Vt.,

and began practice in Fulton County. He
for Presidential Elector on the
Republican ticket in 1856 and 1860, being elected
the latter year. Appointed Chief Justice of
Nebraska in 1861, he resigned to accept the
Failcolonelcy of the Seventh Illinois Cavalry
ing health caused his retirement from the army
1854,

was a candidate

—

I.— Old Kaskaskia from Garrison Hill (1893). 2. Kaskaskia Hotel where LaFayette was feted in 1825.
3.— First Illinois State House, 1818. 4.— Interior of Room (1893) where LaFayette banquet was
held.
5.— Pierre Menard Mansion. 6.— House of Chief Ducoign, last of the Cascasquias (Kaskaskias).

11111

'li'l

111

i.— Remnant of Old Kaskaskia (1898). 2.— View on Principal Street (1891). 3 —Gen. John Edgar'sHouse (1891). 4.— House of Gov. Bond (1891). 5.—" Chenu Mansion " where LaFayette was entertained, as it appeared in 1898. 6.— Old State House (1900).
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the battle of Corinth. In 1865 he was
appointed Collector of the Port at New Orleans.
Thereafter he became a conspicuous figure in
both Louisiana and National politics, serving as
United States Senator from Louisiana from 1868
to 1871, and as Governor from 1873 to 1876, during
after

the stormiest period of reconstruction, and making hosts of bitter personal and political enemies
as well as warm friends. An unsuccessful attempt
was made to impeach him in 1876. In 1877 he was

elected a second time to the United States Senate
by one of two rival Legislatures, being awarded
his seat after a bitter contest. At the close of his
term (1883) he took his seat in the lower house to
which he was elected in 1882, serving until 1885.

"While retaining his residence in Louisiana, Mr.
Kellogg has spent much of his time of late years
in

Washington

City.

KENDALL COUNTY,

a northeastern county,
with an area of 330 square miles and a population
The surface is rolling and the
(1900) of 11,467.
soil fertile, although generally a light, sandy
loam. The county was organized in 1841, out of
parts of

Kane and La

Salle,

and was named

in

honor of President Jackson's Postmaster General.
The Fox River (running southwestwardly
through the county), with its tributaries, affords
ample drainage and considerable water power;
the railroad facilities are admirable; timber is
abundant. Yorkville and Oswego have been
rivals for the county-seat, the distinction finally

Testing with the former.

may

mentioned
ward Ament, David
the Wormley and
Morgan.
KENDRICK, Adin
be

Among

the

pioneers

John Wilson, EdCarpenter, Samuel Smith,
Pierce brothers, and E.
Messrs.

A., educator, was born at
Ticonderoga, N. Y., Jan. 7, 1836; educated at
Granville Academy, N. Y., and Middlebury College; removed to Janesville, Wis., in 1857, studied
law and began practice at Monroe, in that State,
a year later removing to St. Louis, where he continued practice for a short time. Then, having
abandoned the law, after a course in the Theological Seminary at Rochester, N. Y.
in 1661 he
became pastor of the North Baptist Church in
Chicago, but, in 1865, removed to St. Louis,
,

where he remained in pastoral work until 1872,
when he assumed the Presidency of Shurtleff
College at Upper Alton, 111.
KENNEY, a village and railway station in
Dewitt County, at the intersection of the Springfield Division of the Illinois Central and the
Peoria, Decatur & Evansville Railroads, 36 miles
northeast of Springfield. The town has two banks
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and two newspapers the district is agricultural.
Population (1880), 418; (1890), 497; (1900), 584.
KENT, (Rev.) Aratus, pioneer and Congregational missionary, was born in Suffield, Conn, in
1794, educated at Yale and Princeton and, in 1829,
as a Congregational missionary, came to the
Galena lead mines then esteemed "a place so
hard no one else would take it.
In less than two
years he had a Sunday-school with ten teachers
and sixty to ninety scholars, and had also established a day-school, which he conducted himself.
In 1831 he organized the First Presbyterian
Church of Galena, of which he remained pastor
until 1848, when he became Agent of the Home
Missionary Society. He was prominent in laying
the foundations of Beloit College and Rockford
Female Seminary, meanwhile contributing freely
;

—

'

'

from his meager salary to charitable purposes.
Died at Galena, Nov. 8, 1869.
KEOKUK, (interpretation, "The Watchful
Fox"), a Chief of the Sacs and Foxes, born on
Rock River, about 1780. He had the credit of
shrewdness and bravery, which enabled him
finally to displace his rival, Black Hawk.
He
always professed ardent friendship for the whites,
although this was not infrequently attributed to
a

far-seeing

Black

policy.

He

earnestly

dissuaded

Hawk

from the formation of his confederacy, and when the latter was forced to surrender
himself to the United States authorities, he was
formally delivered to the custody of Keokuk. By
the Rock Island treaty, of September, 1832, Keokuk was formally recognized as the principal
Chief of the Sacs and Foxes, and granted a reservation on the Iowa River, 40 miles square. Here
he lived until 1845, when he removed to Kansas,
where, in June, 1848, he fell a victim to poison,
supposedly administered by some partisan of
Black Hawk. (See Black Hawk and Black Hawk
War.)
KERFOOT, Samuel H., real-estate operator,
was born in Lancaster, Pa., Dec. 18, 1823, and
educated under the tutorship of Rev. Dr. Muhlenburg at St. Paul's College, Flushing, Long
Island, graduating at the age of 19.
He was
then associated with a brother in founding St.
James College, in Washington County, Md., but,
in 1848, removed to Chicago and engaged in the
real-estate business, in which he was one of the
oldest operators at the time of his death, Dec. 28,
1896.
He was one of the founders and a life
member of the Chicago Historical Society and of
the Chicago Academy of Sciences, and associated
with other learned and social organizations. He
was also a member of the original Real Estate
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of Chicago

and

its

first Presi-

dent.

KEWA1VEE, a city in Henry County, on the
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad, 131
Agriculture and
miles southwest of Chicago.
coal-mining are chief industries of the surrounding country. The city contains eighteen churches,
six graded schools, a public library of 10,000
volumes, three national banks, one weekly and
two daily papers. It has extensive manufactories
employing four to five thousand hands, the output including tubing and soil-pipe, boilers, pumps
and heating apparatus, agricultural implements,
Population (1890), 4,569; (1900), 8,382; (1903,
etc.
est.), 10,000.

Willard, pioneer, was born at NewWindsor County, Vt., Oct. 28, 1792; spent
his early life on a farm, enjoying only such educational advantages as could be secured by a few

KEYES,

fane,

months' attendance on school in winter; in 1817
by way of Mackinaw and, crossing
Wisconsin (then an unbroken wilderness), finally
reached Prairie du Chien, after which he spent a
year in the "pineries. " In 1819 he descended the
Mississippi with a raft, his attention en route
being attracted by the present site of the city of
Quincy, to which, after two years spent in extensive exploration of the "Military Tract" in the
interest of certain owners of bounty lands, he
again returned, finding it still unoccupied.
Then, after two years spent in farming in Pike
County, in 1824 he joined his friend, the late
Gov. John Wood, who had built the first house in
Quincy two years previous. Mr. Keyes thus
became one of the three earliest settlers of
Quincy, the other two being John Wood and a
Major Rose. On the organization of Adams
County, in January, 1825, he was appointed a
member of the first Board of County Commissioners, which held its first meeting in his house.
Mr. Keyes acquired considerable landed property
about Quincy, a portion of which he donated to
the Chicago Theological Seminary, thereby furnishing means for the erection of "Willard Hall"
His death
in connection with that institution.
occurred in Quincy, Feb. 7, 1872.
started west

KICKAPOOS,

a tribe of Indians whose ethnology is closely related to that of the MascouThe French orthography of the word was
tins.
various, the early explorers designating them as
"Kic-a-pous," "Kick-a-poux," "Kick-a-bou, " and
"Quick-a-pous."

The significance

of the

name

uncertain, different authorities construing
-

it

is

to

mean "the otter's foot' and the "rabbit's ghost,
according to dialect. From 1602, when the tribe

was first visited by Samuel Champlain, the Kickapoos were noted as a nation of warriors. They
fought against Christianization, and were, for
some time, hostile to the French, although they
proved efficient allies of the latter during the
French and Indian War. Their first formal
recognition of the authority of the United States
was in the treaty of Edwardsville (1819), in which
reference was made to the treaties executed at
Vincennes (1805 and 1809). Nearly a century
before, they had left their seats in Wisconsin and
established villages along the Rock River and
near Chicago (1712- 15). At the time of the
Edwardsville treaty they had settlements in the
valleys of the Wabash, Embarras, Kaskaskia,
Sangamon and Illinois Rivers. While they
fought bravely at the battle of Tippecanoe, their
chief military skill lay in predatory warfare. As
compared with other tribes, they were industrious, intelligent and cleanly.
In 1832-33 they
were removed to a reservation in Kansas. Thence

many

them

drifted to the southwest, joinplundering bands. In language,
manners and customs, the Kickapoos closely
resembled the Sacs and Foxes, with whom some
ethnologists believe them to have been more or

ing

of

roving,

less closely

connected.

KILPATRICK,
soldier,

was born

Thomas
in

M.,

legislator

Crawford County,

Pa.,

and
June

He learned the potter's trade, and, at
1, 1807.
the age of 27, removed to Scott County, 111. He
was a deep thinker, an apt and reflective student
of public affairs, and naturally eloquent. He
was twice elected to the State Senate (1840 and
'44), and, in 1846, was the Whig candidate for
Governor, but was defeated by Augustus C.
French, Democrat. In 1850 he emigrated to
few years, returned to
and took an active part in the campaigns
of 1858 and 1860.
On the outbreak of the Civil
War he was commissioned Colonel of the Twentyeighth Illinois Volunteers, for which regiment he
had recruited a company. He was killed at the
battle of Shiloh, April 6, 1862, while leading a
California, but, after a

Illinois

charge.

KINDERHOOK,

a village and railway station
Hannibal Division of the
Wabash Railway, 13 miles east of Hannibal.
Population (1890), 473; (1900), 370.
KING, John Lyle, lawyer, was born in Madison,
Ind., in 1825 the son of a pioneer settler who
was one of the founders of Hanover College
and of the Presbyterian Theological Seminary
there, which afterwards became the "Presbyterian Theological Seminary of the Northwest,"'
in Pike County, on the

—
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the McCormick Theological Seminary of
Chicago. After graduating at Hanover, Mr. King
began the study of law with an uncle at Madison,
and the following year was admitted to the bar.
In 1852 he was elected to the Indiana Legislature
and, while a member of that body, acted as Chair-

manufacturers and dealers in farm machinery,
buggies, wagons, etc. The Kingman Plow Company, Bank of Illinois, Peoria Cordage Company,
Peoria General Electric Company, and National
Hotel Company, besides various outside enterprises all large concerns in each of which he is a

man

large stockholder

now

Committee to present Louis Kossuth,
the Hungarian patriot and exile, to the Legislature also took a prominent part, during the next
few years, in the organization of the Republican
party. Eemoving to Chicago in 1850, he soon
became prominent in his profession there, and, in
1860, was elected City Attorney over Col. James A.
Mulligan, who became eminent a year or two later,
Havin connection with the war for the Union.
ing a fondness for literature, Mr. King wrote much
for the press and, in 1878, published a volume of
of the

;

sporting experiences with a party of professional
friends in the woods and waters of Northern Wisconsin and Michigan, under the title, "Trouting
on the Brule River, or Summer Wayfaring in the
Northern Wilderness." Died in Chicago, April 17,
1892.

KING, William H., lawyer, was born at Clifton
Park, Saratoga County, N.Y., Oct. 23, 1817; graduated from Union College in 184(3, studied law at
Waterford and, having been admitted to the bar
the following year, began practice at the same
place.
In 1853 he removed to Chicago, where he
held a number of important positions, including
the Presidency of the Chicago Law Institute, the
Chicago Bar Association, the Chicago Board of
Education, and the Union College Alumni
Association of the Northwest. In 1870 he was
elected to the lower branch of the Twentyseventh General Assembly, and, during the sessions following the fire of 1871 prepared the act
for the protection of titles to real estate, made
necessary by the destruction of the records in the
Recorder's office. Mr. King received the degree
of

LL.D from

Chicago, Feb.

his
0,

Alma Mater

in 1879.

Died, in

—

and a Director. Mr. Kingman
was Canal Commissioner for six years — this being
his only connection with politics. During 1898 he
was also chosen Lieutenant-Colonel of the Peoria
Provisional Regiment organized for the SpanishAmerican War. His career in connection with
the industrial development of Peoria has been
especially conspicuous and successful.
KINKADE (or Kinkead), William, a native of
Tennessee, settled in what is now Lawrence
County, in 1817, and was elected to the State
Senate in 1822, but appears to have served only
one session, as he was succeeded in the Fourth
General Assembly by James Bird. Although a
Tennesseean by birth, he was one of the most
aggressive opponents of the scheme for making
Illinois a slave State, being the only man who
made a speech against the pro-slavery convention
resolution, though this was cut short by the
determination of the pro-conventionists to permit
no debate. Mr. Kinkade was appointed Postmaster at Lawrenceville by President John
Quincy Adams, and held the position for many
years.

He

died in 1846.

KINMUNDY,

a city in Marion County, on the
Railroad, 229 miles south of
Chicago and 24 miles northeast of Centralia.
Agriculture, stock-raising, fruit-growing and
coal-mining are the principal industries of the
surrounding country. Kinmundy has flouring
mills and brick-making plants, with other
manufacturing establishments of minor imporIllinois

Central

There are five churches, a bank and a
weekly newspaper. Population (1880), 1,096;

tance.

(1890), 1,045; (1900), 1,221.

KINNEY, William,

1892.

KINGMAN,

Martin, was born at Deer Creek,
Tazewell County, 111., April 1, 1844; attended
school at Washington, 111., then taught two or
three years, and, in June, 1862, enlisted in the
Eighty-sixth Regiment Illinois Volunteers, serving three years without the loss of a day a part
of the time on detached service in charge of an

—

ambulance corps and, later, as Assistant Quartermaster. Returning from the War with the rank
of First Lieutenant, in August, 1865, he went to
Peoria, where he engaged in business and has remained ever since. He is now connected with the
following business concerns:

;

Kingman &

Co.,

Lieutenant-Governor

of

from 1826 to 1830 was born in Kentucky in
1781 and came to Illinois early in life, finally
Of limited educasettling in St. Clair County.
tional advantages, he was taught to read by his
wife after marriage. He became a Baptist
preacher, was a good stump-orator; served two
sessions in the State Senate (the First and Third),
was a candidate for Governor in 1834, but was
defeated by Joseph Duncan in 1838 was elected
by the Legislature a member of the Board of
Died
Public Works, becoming its President.
William C. (Kinney), son of the precedin 1843.
ing, was born in Illinois, served as a member of
Illinois

;

;
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Jacksonville;

dying in

County

the following year.
KINZIE, John, Indian-trader and earliest citizen of Chicago, was born in Quebec, Canada, in
office

His father was a Scotchman named
McKenzie, but the son dropped the prefix "Mc,"
and the name soon came to be spelled "Kinzie"
an orthography recognized by the family. During his early childhood his father died, and his
mother gave him a stepfather by the name of
William Forsythe. When ten years old he left
home and, for three years, devoted himself to
learning the jeweler's trade at Quebec. Fascinated by stories of adventure in the West, he
removed thither and became an Indian-trader.
In 1804 he established a trading post at what is
now the site of Chicago, being the first solitary
white settler. Later he established other posts
on the Rock, Illinois and Kankakee Rivers. He
was twice married, and the father of a numerous
family.
His daughter Maria married Gen.
David Hunter, and his daughter-in-law, Mrs.
John H. Kinzie, achieved literary distinction as
the authoress of "Wau Bun," etc. (N. Y. 1850.)
Died in Chicago, Jan. 6, 1828.— John Harris
(Kinzie), son of the preceding, was born at Sandwich, Canada, July 7, 1803, brought by his parents to Chicago, and taken to Detroit after the
massacre of 1812, but returned to Chicago in
1763.

—

1816.

Two

years later his father placed

him

at

Mackinac Agency of the American Fur Company, and, in 1824, he was transferred to Prairie
du Chien. The following year he was Sub- Agent
of Indian affairs at Fort Winnebago, where he
witnessed several important Indian treaties. In
1830 he went to Connecticut, where he was
married, and, in 1833, took up his permanent residence in Chicago, forming a partnership with
Gen. David Hunter, his brother-in law, in the
forwarding business. In 1841 he was appointed
Registrar of Public Lands by President Harrison,
but was removed by Tyler. In 1848 he was
appointed Canal Collector, and, in 1849, President
Taylor commissioned him Receiver of Public
Moneys. In 1861 he was commissioned Paymaster in the army by President Lincoln, which
office he held until his death, which occurred on
a railroad train near Pittsburg, Pa., June 21, 1865.

II

KIRBY, Edward P., lawyer and legislator,
in Putnam County, 111., Oct. 28, 1834

was born

the son of Rev. William Kirby, one of the foundand early professors of Illinois College at

ers

ill

i

graduated .at Illinois College in
then taught several years at St. Louis and
Jacksonville; was admitted to the bar in 1864,

the Constitutional Convention of 1847 and as
Representative in the Nineteenth General Assembly (1855), and, in 1857, was appointed by Governor Bissell Adjutant-General of the State,

1854,

was

County Judge of Morgan
was Representative in
the General Assembly from Morgan County

and, in 1873,

elected

as a Republican

;

(1891-93) also served for several years as Trustee
of the Central Hospital for the Insane and, for a
;

long period, as Trustee and Treasurer of Illinois
College.

KIRK,

(Gen.)

Edward

N., soldier,

was born of

Quaker parentage in Jefferson County, Ohio, Feb.
graduated at the Friends' Academy, at
in the same State, and, after
teaching for a time, began the study of law,
completing it at Baltimore, Md., where he was
admitted to the bar in 1853. A year later he
removed to Sterling, 111., where he continued in
his profession until after the battle of the first
Bull Run, when he raised a regiment. The quota
of the State being already full, this was not immediately accepted; but, after some delay, was
mustered in in September, 1861, as the Thirtyfourth Regiment Illinois Volunteers, with the
subject of this sketch as Colonel. In the field he
soon proved himself a brave and dashing officer;
at the battle of Shiloh, though wounded through
the shoulder, he refused to leave the field. After
remaining with the army several days, inflammatory fever set in, necessitating his removal to
the hospital at Louisville, where he. lay between
life and death for some time.
Having partially
recovered, in August, 1862, he set out to rejoin
his regiment, but was stopped en route by an
29, 1828;

Mount Pleasant

'

order assigning him to command at Louisville.
In November following he was commissioned
Brigadier-General for "heroic action, gallantry
and ability" displayed on the field. In the last

days of December, 1862, he had sufficiently recovered to take part in the series of engagements
at Stone River, where he was again wounded,

He was taken to his home in
although he survived several
months, the career of one of the most brilliant
and promising soldiers of the war was cut short
by his death, July 21, 1863.
KIRKLAND, Joseph, journalist and author,
was born at Geneva, N. Y. Jan. 7, 1830 the son
of Prof. William Kirkland of Hamilton College
was brought by his parents to Michigan in 1835,
where he remained until 1856, when he came to
the city of Chicago. In 1861 he enlisted as a
private in the Twelfth Illinois Infantry (threemonths' men), was elected Second Lieutenant,
but later became Aid-de-Camp on the staff of
this

time

Illinois,

fatally.

and,

,

—
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General McClellan, serving there and on the

staff

of General Fitz-John Porter until the retirement
of the latter, meanwhile taking part in the Pen-

campaign and in the battle of Antietam.
Returning to Chicago he gave attention to some
coal-mining property near Danville, but later
studied law and was admitted to the bar in 1880.
A few years later he produced his first novel,
and, from 1890, devoted his attention solely to
literary pursuits, for several years being literary editor of "The Chicago Tribune." His works
several of which first appeared as serials in the
magazines include "Zury, the Meanest Man in
Spring County" (1885); "'The McVeys" (1887);
"The Captain of Co. K." (1889), besides the "History of the Chicago Massacre of 1812," and "The
Story of Chicago" the latter in two volumes. At
the time of his death he had just concluded, in
collaboration with Hon. John Moses, the work of
editing a two- volume "History of Chicago," pubDied, in
lished by Messrs. Munsell & Co. (1895).
Chicago, April 29, 1894.— Elizabeth Stansbury
(Kirkland), sister of the preceding teacher and
author was born at Geneva, N. Y. ,came to Chicago
insular

—

—

—

—

—

in 1867 and, five years later, established a select

school for
is

known

young

ladies,

out of which grew what

as the "Kirkland Social Settlement,"

which was continued until her death, July 30,
1896.
She was the author of a number of volumes of decided merit, written with the especial
object of giving entertainment and instruction to
the young including "Six Little Cooks," "Dora's
Housekeeping," "Speech and Manners." a Child's
"History of France," a "History of England,"
"History of English Literature," etc. At her

—

death she left a "History of Italy" ready for the
hands of the publishers.
KIRKPATRICK, John, pioneer Methodist
preacher, was born in Georgia, whence he emigrated in 1802; located at Springfield, 111., at an
early day, where he built the first horse-mill in
that vicinity in 1829 removed to Adams County,
and finally to Ottumwa, Iowa, where he died in
1845. Mr. Kirkpatrick is believed to have been the
first local Methodist preacher licensed in Illinois.
;

Having inherited three

slaves (a

woman and two

Adams

County, he brought them
The
to Illinois and gave them their freedom.
boys were bound to a man in Quincy to learn a
trade, but mysteriously disappeared presumably
having been kidnaped with the connivance of
the man in whose charge they had been placed.
KIRKWOOD, a city in Warren County, once
known as "Young America," situated about six
miles southwest of Monmouth, on the Chicago,
boys) while in

—
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Burlington & Quincy Railroad; is a stock-shipping point and in an agricultural region. The
town has two banks, five churches, and two
weekly newspapers. Pop. (1890), 949; (1900), 1,008.

KISHWAUKEE RIVER,

rises

in

McHenry

County, runs west through Boone, and enters
Rock River in Winnebago County, eight miles
below Rockford. It is 75 miles long. An affluent called the South Kishwaukee River runs
north-northeast and northwest through De Kalb
County, and enters the Kiskwaukee in Winnebago County, about eight miles southeast of
Rockford.
KITCHELL, Wickliff, lawyer and AttorneyGeneral of Illinois, was born in New Jersey,
May 21, 1789. Feb. 29, 1812, he was married,
at
Newark, N. J., to Miss Elizabeth Ross,
and the same year emigrated west, passing
down the Ohio on a flat-boat from Pittsburg,
Pa., and settled
near Cincinnati
In 1814
he became a resident of Southern Indiana,
where he was elected sheriff, studied law
and was admitted to the bar, finally becoming a successful practitioner. In 1817 he removed
to Palestine, Crawford County, 111., where, in
1820, he was elected Representative in the Second
General Assembly, and was also a member of the
State Senate from 1828 to 1832. In 1838 he removed to Hillsboro, Montgomery County, was
appointed Attorney-General in 1839, serving until
near the close of the following year, when he
resigned to take his seat as Representative in
the Twelfth General Assembly. Between 1846
and 1854 he was a resident of Fort Madison, Iowa,
but the latter year returned to Hillsboro. During
his early political career Mr. Kitchell had been a
Democrat but, on the passage of the Kansas-Nebraska act, became an earnest Republican. Public-spirited and progressive, he was in advance of
his time on many public questions.
Died, Jan.
Alfred (Kitchell), son of the preceding,
2, 1869.
lawyer and Judge, born at Palestine, 111., March
29, 1820; was educated at Indiana State University and Hillsboro Academy, admitted to the bar
in 1841, and, the following year, commenced
practice at Olney was elected State's Attorney
in 1843, through repeated re-elections holding the
office ten years was a member of the Constitutional Convention of 1847 and, in 1849, was
elected Judge of Richland County later assisted
in establishing the first newspaper published in
Olney, and in organizing the Republican party
there in 1856; in 1859 was elected Judge of the
Twenty-fifth Judicial Circuit, serving one term.
He was also influential in procuring a charter for
;

—

;

;

;
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& Mississippi Railroad, and in the construction of the line, being an original corporator
and subsequently a Director of the Company.
the Ohio

Later he removed to Galesburg, where he died,
Nov. 11, 1876.— Edward (Kitchell), another son,
was born at Palestine, 111., Dec. 21, 1829; was
educated at Hillsboro Academy until 1846, when
he removed with his father's family to Fort
Madison, Iowa, but later returned to Hillsboro to
continue his studies in 1852 made the trip across
the plains to California to engage in gold mining,
but the following year went to Walla Walla,
Washington Territory, where he opened a law
office; in 1854 returned to Illinois, locating at
Olney, Richland County, forming a partnership
with Horace Hayward, a relative, in the practice
Here, having taken position against the
of law.
repeal of the Missouri Compromise, he became,
in 1856, the editor of the first Republican newspaper published in that part of Illinois known as
"Egypt," with his brother, Judge Alfred Kitchell,
being one of the original thirty-nine Republicans
In 1862 he assisted in
in Richland County.
organizing the Ninety-eighth Regiment Illinois
Volunteers at Centralia, which, in the following
year having been mounted, became a part of the
famous "Wilder Brigade." At first he was commissioned Lieutenant-Colonel, but succeeded to
the command of the regiment after the wounding
of Colonel Funkhouser at Chickamauga in September, 1863; was finally promoted to the colonelcy in July, 1865, and mustered out with the
rank of Brigadier-General by brevet. Resuming
the practice of his profession at Olney, he was,
in 1866, the Republican candidate for Congress in
a district strongly Democratic; also served as
Collector of Internal Revenue for a short time
and, in 1868, was Presidential Elector for the
same District. Died, at Olney, July 11, 1869.
John Wickliff (Kitchell) youngest son of Wickliff Kitchell, was born at Palestine, Crawford
County, 111., May 30, 1835, educated at Hillsboro,
read law at Fort Madison, Iowa, and admitted to
the bar in that State. At the age of 19 years he
served as Assistant Clerk of the House of Representatives at Springfield, and was Reading Clerk
of the same body at the session of 1861. Previous
to the latter date he had edited "The Montgomery
County Herald," and later, "The Charleston
Courier." Resigning his position as Reading
Clerk in 1861, he enlisted under the first call of
President Lincoln in the Ninth Illinois Volunteers, served as Adjutant of the regiment and
afterwards as Captain of his company. At the
expiration of his term of enlistment he established
;

,

"The Union Monitor" at Hillsboro, which he conducted until drafted into the service in 1864,
serving until the close of the war. In 1866 he
removed to Pana (his present residence), resuming practice there; was a candidate for the State
Senate the same year, and, in 1870, was the
Republican nominee for Congress in that District.

KNICKERBOCKER, Joshua C,

lawyer, was

born in Gallatin, Colombia County, N. Y., Sept.
26, 1827 brought by his father to Alden, McHenry
County, 111., in 1844, and educated in the common schools of that place removed to Chicago in
1860, studied law and was admitted to practice in
1862 served on the Board of Supervisors and in
the City Council and, in 1868, was elected Representative in the General Assembly, serving one
term. He was also a member of the State Board
of Education from 1875 to '77, and the latter
year was elected Probate Judge for Cook County,
serving until his death, Jan. 5, 1890.
KNIGHTS OF PYTHIAS, a secret semi -military and benevolent association founded in the
City of Washington, D. C, Feb. 19, 1864, Justus
H. Rathbone (who died Dec. 9, 1889) being its
recognized founder. The order was established
;

;

;

May 4, 1869, by the organization of
''Welcome Lodge, No. 1," in the city of Chicago.
On July 1, 1869, this Lodge had nineteen mem-

in Illinois,

At the

bers.

close of the year four additional

Lodges had been instituted, having an aggregate
membership of 245. Early in the following year,
on petition of these five Lodges, approved by the
Grand Chancellor, a Grand Lodge of the Order
for the State of Illinois

was

instituted in Chicago,

with a membership of twenty-nine Past Chancellors as representatives of

Lodges

five

subordinate

December 31, 1870, the
had increased to 850.
the total number of Lodges in the
and the membership 38,441. The

being

date

that
total

the

— the total membership of these Lodges at

membership

June

30, 1895,

State

was

assets

525,

382.

in Illinois

belonging to the

Lodges in

Illinois,

on

amounted to §418,151.77.
KNOWLTON, Dexter A., pioneer and banker,
was born in Fairfield, Herkimer County, N. Y.,
March 3, 1812, taken to Chautauqua County in
infancy and passed his childhood and youth on a
farm.
Having determined on a mercantile career, he entered an academy at Fredonia, paying
his own way; in 1838 started on a peddling tour

Jan.

1,

1894,

West, and, in the following year, settled
111. where he opened a general store
in 1843 began investments in real estate, finally
laying off sundry additions to the city of FreeHe
port, from which he realized large profits.
for the

at Freeport,

,
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was

also

prominently connected with the Galena

Union Railroad and, in 1850, became
a Director of the Company, remaining in office
some twelve years. In 1852 he was the Free-Soil
candidate for Governor of Illinois, but a few years
later became extensively interested in the Congress & Empire Spring Company at Saratoga,

.& Chicago

then, after a four years' residence in
N. Y.
Brooklyn, returned to Freeport in 1870, where he
engaged in banking business, dying in that city,
;

March

10, 1376.

KNOX,

Joseph, lawyer, was born at Blanford,
Mass., Jan. 11, 1805; studied law with his
brother, Gen. Alanson Knox, in his native town,
was admitted to the bar in 1828, subsequently
removing to Worcester, in the same State, where
he began the practice of his profession. In 1837
he removed west, locating at Stephenson, now
Rock Island, 111., where he continued in practice
During the greater part
for twenty-three years.
of that time he was associated with Hon. John
W. Drury, under the firm name of Knox & Drury,
gaining a wide reputation as a lawyer throughout
Northern Illinois. Among the important cases in
which he took part during his residence in Rock
Island was the prosecution of the murderers of
Colonel Davenport in 1845. In 1852 he served as a
Democratic Presidential Elector, but in the next
campaign identified himself with the Republican
party as a supporter of John C. Fremont for the
Presidency. In 1860 he removed to Chicago and,
two years later, was appointed State's Attorney
by Governor Yates, remaining in office until succeeded by his partner, Charles H. Reed. After
coming to Chicago he was identified with a number of notable cases. His death occurred, August
1881.

6,

KNOX COLLEGE,

a non-sectarian institution
youth of both
sexes, located at Galesburg, Knox County.
It
was founded in 1837, fully organized in 1841, and
graduated its first class in 1846. The number of
graduates from that date until 1894, aggregated
867.
In 1893 it had 663 students in attendance,
and a faculty of 20 professors. Its library contains about 6,000 volumes.
Its
endowment
amounts to §300,000 and its buildings are valued
for the higher education of the

at $150,000.

Dr.

Newton Bateman was

at

its

head for more than twenty years, and, on his

res-

ignation (1893), John H. Finley, Ph.D., became
President, but resigned in 1899.

its

KNOX COUNTY,

a wealthy interior county
having an area of 720
square miles and a population (1900) of 43,612. It

west of the

Illinois River,

was named

in honor of Gen.

Henry Knox.

Its
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territorial limits were defined by legislative
enactment in 1825, but the actual organization
dates from 1830, when Riggs Pennington, Philip
Hash and Charles Hansford were named the first
Commissioners. Knoxville was the first countyseat selected, and here (in the winter of 1830-31)
was erected the first court house, constructed
of logs, two stories in height, at a cost of
§192.
The soil is rich, and agriculture flourishes.
The present county-seat (1899) is Gales-

burg, wT ell known for its educational institutions,
the best known of which are Knox College,

founded in 1837, and Lombard University,
founded in 1851. A flourishing Episcopal Seminary is located at Knoxville, and Hedding College at Abingddn.
KNOXVILLE, a city in Knox County, on the
Galesburg-Peoria Division of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad, 50 miles west of
Peoria, and 5 miles east of Galesburg; was
formerly the county-seat, and still contains the
fair grounds and almshouse.
The municipal government is composed of a ma3 or, six aldermen,
with seven heads of departments. It has electric
lighting and street-car service, good water-works,
r

banks, numerous churches, three public schools,
is the seat of St. Mary's school for girls, and

and
St.

Alban's, for boys.

Population

(1890),

1,728
;

(1900), 1,857.

KOERNER, Gustavus, lawyer and LieutenantGovernor, was born in Germany in 1809, and
received a university education. He was a lawyer by profession, and emigrated to Illinois in
He at once
1833, settling finally at Belleville.
affiliated with the Democratic party, and soon
became prominent in politics. In 1842 he was
elected to the General Assembly, and three years
later was appointed to the bench of the State
Supreme Court. In 1852 he was elected Lieutenant-Governor on the ticket headed by Joel A.
Matteson; but, at the close of his term, became
identified with the Republican party and was a
staunch Union man during the Civil War, serving
for a time as Colonel on General Fremont's and
General Halleck's staffs. In 1862 President Lincoln made him Minister to Spain, a post which he
resigned in January, 1865. He was a member of
the Chicago Convention of 1860 that nominated
Lincoln for the Presidency; was a Republican
Presidential Elector in 1868, and a delegate to the
Cincinnati Convention of 1872 that named Horace
Greeley for the Presidency. In 1867 he served as
President of the first Board of Trustees of the
Soldiers' Orphans' Home, and, in 1870, was
elected to the Legislature a second time. The
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following year he was appointed a member of the
first Board of Railroad and Warehouse CommisHe is the
sioners, and served as its President.
author of "Collection of the Important General
Laws of Illinois, with Comments" (in German,
St. Louis, 1838); "From Spain" (Frankfort onthe-Main, 1866); "Das Deutsche Element in den

Vereiningten Staaten" (Cincinnati, 1880; second
edition, New York, 1885) and a number of mono;

Died, at Belleville, April

graphs.

9,

1896.

KOHLSAAT,

Christian C, Judge of United
States Court, was born in Edwards County, 111.,
Jan. 8, 1844 his father being a native of Germany
who settled in Edwards County in 1825, while his
mother was born in England. The family
removed to Galena in 1854, where young Kohlsaat
attended the public schools, later taking a course
in Chicago University, after which he began the
study of law. In 1867 he became a reporter on
"The Chicago Evening Journal," was admitted
to the bar in the same year, and, in 1868, accepted
a position in the office of the County Clerk, where
he kept the records of the County Court under
Judge Bradwell's administration. During the
sessions of the Twenty-seventh General Assembly
(1871-72) he served as First Assistant Enrolling
and Engrossing Clerk of the House, after which
he began practice; in 1881 was the Republican
nominee for County Judge, but was defeated by
Judge Prendergast; served as member of the
Board of West Side Park Commissioners, 1884-90
in 1890 was appointed Probate Judge of Cook
County (as successor to Judge Knickerbocker,
who died in January of that year), and was
elected to the office in November following, and
re-elected in 1894, as he was again in 1898.
Early
in 1899 he was appointed, by President McKinley,
Judge of the United States District Court for the

—

,

Northern District of Illinois, as successor to Judge
Grosscup, who had been appointed United States
Circuit Judge in place of Judge Showalter,
deceased.

KOHLSAAT, Herman

became associated with the Dake Bakery, in connection with which he laid the foundation of an
extensive business by establishing a system of
restaurants and lunch counters in the business
portions of the city. In 1891 after a somewhat pro,

tracted visit to Europe, Mr. Kohlsaat bought a controlling interest in "The Chicago Inter Ocean,"

but withdrew early in 1894.

came

Herald," as
who died suddenly in New York, soon after
effecting a consolidation of Chicago's two Democratic papers, "The Times" and "Herald," in one
concern. Although changing the political status
of the paper from Democratic to Independent,
Mr. Kohlsaat's liberal enterprise has won for it
an assured success. He is also owner and publisher of "The Chicago Evening Post."
His
whole business career has been one of almost
phenomenal success attained by vigorous enterprise and high-minded, honorable methods.
Mr.
Kohlsaat is one of the original incorporators of
the University of Chicago, of which he continues
to be one of the Trustees.
KROME, WilHam Henry, lawyer, born of German parentage, in Louisville, Ky., July 1, 1842;
in 1851 was brought by his father to Madison
County, 111., where he lived and worked for someyears on a farm. He acquired his education in
the common schools and at McKendree College,
graduating from the latter in 1863. After spending his summer months in farm labor and teaching school during the winter, for a year or two,
he read law for a time with Judge M. G. Dale of
Edwardsville, and, in 1866, entered the law
department of Michigan University, graduating in 1869, though admitted the year previous
Mr.
to practice by the Supreme Court of Illinois.
Krome has been successively the partner of

Scott,

Judge John G. Irwin, Hon. W. F. L. Hadley (late
Congressman from the Eighteenth District) and

W. Terry. He has held the office of Mayor of
Edwardsville (1873), State Senator (1874-78), and,
in 1893, was a prominent candidate before the
Democratic judicial convention for the nomination for Justice of the Supreme Court, to succeed
Justice Scholfield, deceased. He is also President
of the Madison County State Bank.
KUEFFNER, William C, lawyer and soldier,
was born in Germany and came to St. Clair
County, 111., in 1861. Early in 1865 he was commissioned Colonel of the One Hundred and Fortyninth Illinois Volunteer Infantry, one of the
latest regiments organized for the Civil War, and
was soon after promoted to the rank of Brevet
C.

and newsEdwards County,

H., editor

paper publisher, was born in
111. March 22, 1853, and taken the following year
to Galena, where he remained until 12 years of
age, when the family removed to Chicago.
Here,
after attending the public schools some three
years, he became a cash-boy in the store of Carson, Pirie & Co., a year later rising to the position
of cashier, remaining two years. Then, after
having been connected with various business
concerns, he became the junior member of the
firm of Blake, Shaw & Co. for whom he had been
a traveling salesman some five years. In 1880 he
,

,

In April, 1895, he be-

"The Chicago Timesthe successor of the late James W.

principal proprietor of
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Brigadier-General, serving until January, 1866.
Later, General Kueffner studied law at St. Louis,
and having graduated in 1871, established himself
in practice at

Belleville,

where he has since

He was a

successful contestant for a
seat in the Republican National Convention of
1880 from the Seventeenth District.
resided.

KUYKENDALL, Andrew

J., lawyer and legiswas born of pioneer parents in Gallatin
(now Hardin) County, 111., March 3, 1815; was
self-educated chiefly, but in his early manhood
adopted the law as a profession, locating at
Vienna in Johnson County, where he continued
In 1842 he was
to reside to the end of his life.
lator,

elected a Representative in the Thirteenth General Assembly, and re-elected two years later; in

became State Senator, serving continuously
same body for twelve years in 1861 enin the
listed, and was commissioned Major,
Thirty-first Illinois Volunteers (Gen. John A.
Logan's regiment), but was compelled to resign,
1850

in the

;

in May following, on acount of impaired health.
Two years later (1864) he was elected Represent-

ative in the Thirty-ninth Congress, serving one
term; and, after several years in private life, was

again returned to the State Senate in 1878, serving
in the Thirty-first and Thirty-second General
Assemblies. In all, Major Kuykendall saw
twenty years' service in the State Legislature, of
which sixteen were spent in the Senate and four
A
in the House, besides two years in Congress.
zealous Democrat previous to the war, he was an
ardent supporter of the war policy of the Government, and, in 1864, presided over the "Union"
(Republican) State Convention of that year. He
was also a member of the Senate Finance Committee in the session of 1859, which had the duty
of investigating the Matteson "canal scrip fraud.''
Died, at Vienna, 111., May 11, 1891.

LABOR

TROUBLES.

The

323

had ever been witnessed

in this country.
In IlliDecatur, Braidwood, East St. Louis,
Galesburg, La Salle and Chicago were the principal points affected.
In all these cities angry,
excited men formed themselves into mobs, which
tore up tracks, took possession of machine shops,
in some cases destroyed roundhouses, applied the
torch to warehouses, and, for a time, held commerce by the throat, not only defying the law,
but even contending in arms against the military
sent to dispei'se them. The entire force of the
State militia was called into service, Majornois, Peoria,

General Arthur

C. Ducat being in command.
The State troops were divided into three brigades,
commanded respectively by Brigadier-Generals
Torrence, Bates and Pavey. General Ducat
assumed personal command at Braidwood, where
were sent the Third Regiment and the Tenth

Battalion,

who

suppressed the riots at that point

Joseph W. Stambaugh and
Parsons were the respective
regimental commanders.
Generals Bates and
Pavey were in command at East St. Louis,
where the excitement was at fever heat, the

with

ease.

Lieut. -Col.

mobs
ing

Col.

J.

B.

and destroyGovernor Cullom went to

terrorizing peaceable citizens

much

property.

Chicago, however, was the
center of the State, and only
prompt and severely repressive measures held in
this point in person.

chief railroad

check one of the most dangerous mobs which
ever threatened property and life in that city.
The local police force was inadequate to control
the rioters, and Mayor Heath felt himself forced
to call for aid from the State.
Brig. -Gen. Joseph
T. Torrence then commanded the First Brigade,
I. N. G., with headquarters at Chicago.
Under
instructions from Governor Cullom, he promptly
effectively co-operated with the municipal

and

He received
valuable support from volunteer companies, some
authorities in quelling the uprising.

of the

which were largely composed of Union veterThe latter were commanded by such experienced commanders as Generals Reynolds,
Martin Beem, and O. L. Mann, and Colonel Owen
Stuart.
General Lieb also led a company of
veterans enlisted by himself, and General Shaffner and Major James H. D. Daly organized a

was the general prostration of business
from the depression of values, which
A
affected manufacturers and merchants alike.
reduction of expenses became necessary, and the
wages of employes were lowered. Dissatisfaction
and restlessness on the part of the latter ensued,
which found expression in the ordering of a strike
among railroad operatives on a larger scale than

cavalry force of 150 old soldiers, who rendered
efficient service.
The disturbance was promptly
subdued, transportation resumed, and trade once
more began to move in its accustomed channels.
2. The Strike of 1894.
This was an uprising
which originated in Chicago and was incited by a
comparatively young labor organization called
the American Railway Union. In its inception it

Strike of

1877.

1.

— By this name

is

Railroad

generally char-

acterized the labor disturbances of 1877, which,
beginning at Pittsburg in July, spread over the
entire country, interrupting transportation, and,
for a time, threatening to paralyze trade.

nois suffered severely.

troubles

resulting

The primary cause

Illi-

of

ans.

—
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was sympathetic,

its

ostensible motive, at the
wrongs alleged to

outset, being the righting of

have been suffered by employes of the Pullman
Palace Car Company. The latter quit work on
May 11, and, on June 22, the American Railway

Union ordered a general boycott against all railroad companies hauling Pullman cars after June
26.
The General Managers of the lines entering
Chicago took prompt action (June 25) looking
toward mutual protection, protesting against the
proposed boycott, and affirming their resolution
to adhere to existing contracts, any action on the
part of the strikers to the contrary notwithstanding.
Trouble began on the 26th. The hauling of
freight was necessarily soon discontinued; sub-

urban traffic was interrupted switching had to
be done by inexperienced hands under police or
military protection (officials and clerks sometimes throwing the levers), and in the presence of
large crowds of law-defying hoodlums gathered
along the tracks, avowedly through sympathy
with the strikers, but actually in the hope of
plunder. Trains were sidetracked, derailed, and,
in not a few instances, valuable freight was
burned. Passengers were forced to undergo the
inconvenience of being cooped up for hours in
crowded cars, in transit, without food or water,
sometimes almost within sight of their destination, and sometimes threatened with death should
they attempt to leave their prison houses. The
mobs, intoxicated by seeming success, finally ventured to interfere with the passage of trains
carrying the United States mails, and, at this
;

the Federal authorities interfered.
President Cleveland at once ordered the protection of all mail trains by armed guards, to be
appointed by the United States Marshal. An
juncture,

was also sworn
in by the Sheriff of Cook County, and the city
police force was augmented. The United States
additional force of Deputy Sheriffs

District Court

also issued a restraining order,

directed against the officers and

American Railway Union,

members

of the

as well as against all

other persons interfering with the business of
railroads carrying the mails. Service was readily
accepted by the officers of the Union, but the
copies distributed among the insurgent mob were
torn and trampled upon. Thereupon the President ordered Federal troops to Chicago, both to
protect Government property (notably the Subtreasury) and to guard mail trains. The Governor (John P. Altgeld) protested, but without
avail.
few days later, the Mayor of Chicago
requested the State Executive to place a force of
State militia at his control for the protection of

A

i
I

property and the prevention of bloodshed. Genwith the entire second division of
the I. N. G. at once received orders to report to
the municipal authorities. The presence of the
militia greatly incensed the turbulent crowds,
yet it proved most salutary. The troops displayed
exemplary firmness under most trying circumjeering and threatening
stances, dispersing
crowds by physical force or bayonet charges, the
rioters being fired upon only twice.
Gradually
order was restored. The disreputable element
subsided, and wiser and more conservative counsels prevailed among the ranks of the strikers.
eral Wheeler,
,

Impediments to traffic were removed and trains
were soon running as though no interruption had
occurred. The troops were withdrawn (first the
Federal and afterwards those of the State), and
the courts were left to deal with the subject in
accordance with the statutes. The entire executive board of the American Railway Union were
indicted for conspiracy, but the indictments were
never pressed. The officers, however, were all
found guilty of contempt of court in having disobeyed the restraining order of the Federal
court, and sentenced to terms ia the county jail.
Eugene V. Debs, the President of the Union, was
convicted on two charges and given a sentence
of six months on each, but the two sentences were
afterward made concurrent. The other members
of the Board received a similar sentence for three
months each. All but the Vice-President, George
W. Howard, served their terms at Woodstock,
McHenry County. Howard was sent to the Will
County jail at Joliet.
LACEY, Lyman, lawyer and jurist, was born in
Tompkins County, N. Y., May 6, 1832. In 1837
his parents settled in Fulton County, 111.
He
graduated from Illinois College in 1855 and was
admitted to the bar in 1856, commencing practice
at Havana, Mason County, the same year. In
1862 he was elected, as a Democrat, to represent
the counties of Mason and Menard in the lower
house of the Legislature was elected to the Circuit Court bench in 1873, and re-elected in 1879,
;

'85 and '91 also served for several years upon
the bench of the Appellate Court.
LACON, a city and county-seat of Marshall
County, situated on the Illinois River, and on the
Dwight and Lacon branch of the Chicago &
Alton Railroad, 130 miles southwest of Chicago.
A pontoon bridge connects it with Sparland on
the opposite bank of the Illinois. The surrounding country raises large quantities of grain, for
which Lacon is a shipping point. The river is
navigable by steamboats to this point. The city
;
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has grain elevators, woolen mills, marble works,
a carriage factory and a national bank. It also has
water works, an excellent telephone system, good
There
drainage, and is lighted by electricity.
are seven churches, a graded school and two
Population (1880), 1,814;
weekly newspapers.
(1890), 1,649; (1900), 1,601.

LA FAYETTE (Marquis <le), VISIT OF. An
event of profound interest in the history of Illinois, during the year 1825, was the visit to the
State by the Marquis de La Fayette, who had
been the ally of the American people during
their struggle for independence. The distinguished Frenchman having arrived in the country during the latter part of 1824, the General
Assembly in session at Vandalia, in December of
that year, adopted an address inviting him to
This was communicated to La
visit Illinois.
Fayette by Gov. Edward Coles, who had met the
General in Europe seven years before. Governor
Coles' letter and the address of the General
Assembly were answered with an acceptance by
La Fayette from Washington, under date of Jan.
The approach of the latter was made by
16, 1825.
way of New Orleans, the steamer Natchez (by
which General La Fayette ascended the Mississippi) arriving at the old French village of
Carondelet, below St. Louis, on the 28th of April.
Col. William S. Hamilton, a son of Alexander
Hamilton, and at that time a Representative in
the General Assembly from Sangamon County,
as well as an Aid -de-Camp on the staff of Governor Coles, was dispatched from the home of the
latter at Edwardsville, to meet the distinguished
On Saturday,
visitor, which he did at St. Louis.
April 30, the boat bearing: General La Fayette,
with a large delegation of prominent citizens of
Missouri, left St. Louis, arriving at Kaskaskia,
where a reception awaited him at the elegant
residence of Gen. John Edgar, Governor Coles
delivering an address of welcome. The presence
of a number of old soldiers, who had fought under
La Fayette

at

Brandywine and Yorktown,

consti-

tuted an interesting feature of the occasion. This
was followed by a banquet at the tavern kept by
Colonel Sweet, and a closing reception at the house
of William Morrison, Sr., a member of the celebrated family of that name, and one of the leading merchants of Kaskaskia. Among those
participating in the reception ceremonies, who

prominent
factors in State history, appear the names of Gen.
John Edgar, ex-Governor Bond, Judge Nathaniel
Pope, Elias Kent Kane, ex-Lieutenant-Governor
Menard, Col. Thomas Mather and Sidney Breese,

were then, or afterwards became,
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a future United States Senator and Justice of the
Supreme Court. The boat left Kaskaskia at
midnight for Nashville, Tenn., Governor Coles
accompanying the party and returning with it to
Shawneetown, where an imposing reception was
given and an address of welcome delivered by
Judge James Hall, on May 14, 1825. A few
hours later General La Fayette left on his way up
the Ohio.

LAFAYETTE, BLOOMINUTON & MISSISSIPPI RAILROAD.

(See

Lake Erie

&

Western

Railroad.

LAFLIN, Matthew, manufacturer, was born
Hampden County, Mass., Dec. 16,

at Southwick,

youth was clerk for a time in the
& Loomis, powder manufacturers,
at Lee, Mass., later becoming a partner in the
Canton Powder Mills. About 1832 he engaged in
the manufacture of axes at Saugerties, N. Y.,
which proving a failure, he again engaged in
powder manufacture, and, in 1837, came to Chicago, where he finally established a factory his
firm, in 1840, becoming Laflin & Smith, and,
later, Laflin, Smith & Co.
Becoming largely
interested in real estate, he devoted his attention chiefly to that business after 1849, with
great success, not only in Chicago but elsewhere, having done much for the development of Waukesha, Wis., where he erected one
of the principal hotels the "Fountain Spring
House'' also being one of the original stockholders of the Elgin Watch Company. Mr.
Laflin was a zealous supporter of the Government
during the war for the preservation of the Union,
and, before his death, made a donation of 875,000 for a building for the Chicago Academy of
Sciences, which was erected in the western part
1803*, in his

store of Laflin

—

—

—

Died, in Chicago, May 20, 1897.
a village in Cook County, and
one of the handsomest suburbs of Chicago, from

of Lincoln Park.

LA GRANGE,

which it is distant 15 miles, south-southwest, on
the Chicago, Burlington & Qulncy Railroad. The
streets are broad and shaded and there are many
handsome

The village is lighted by
and has public water-works, seven
churches, a high school and a weekly paper.
electricitjT

residences.

,

Population

(1880), 531; (1890), 2,314; (1900), 3,969.

LA HARPE,
Toledo, Peoria

a city in

Hancock County, on the

& Western

Railway, 70 miles west

by south from Peoria and

20 miles south-south-

east of Burlington, Iowa.

Brick, tile

and cigars

constitute the manufactured output.
La Harpe
has two banks, five churches, a graded and a
high school, a seminary, and two newspapers.

Population

(1880), 958; (1890), 1,113; (1900), 1,591.
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LAKE COUNTY, in the extreme northeast
corner of the State, having an area of 490 square
It was
miles, and a population (1900) of 34,504.
cut off from McHenry County and separately
organized in 1839. Pioneer settlers began to
arrive in 1839, locating chiefly along the Des
Plaines River. The Indians vacated the region

way, 28 miles north by west from Chicago. It is
the seat of Lake Forest University; has four
schools, five churches, one bank, gas and electric
light system, electric car line, water system, fire
department and hospital.
Population (1890),

the following year. The first County Commissioners (E. E. Hunter, William Brown and E. C.
Berrey) located the county-seat at Libertyville,

of learning comprising six distinct schools, viz.

was removed to Little Fort, now
The county derives its name from
the fact that some forty small lakes are found
within its limits. The surface is undulating and
about equally divided between sand, prairie and
second-growth timber. At Waukegan there are
several maufacturing establishments, and the
but, in 1841,

it

Waukegan.

Glen Flora medicinal spring attracts many inHighland Park and Lake Forest are residence towns of great beauty situated on the lake
bluff, populated largely by the families of Chicago
business men.
valids.

LAKE ERIE & MISSISSIPPI RAILROAD.
(See

Lake Erie

&

LAKE ERIE & WESTERN RAILROAD.

&

Of

Pekin Union Railway, on the east side

of the Illinois River opposite Peoria, to the Indi-

ana State

a single-track road of
standard gauge. About one-sixth of the line in
Illinois is level, the grade nowhere exceeding 40
feet to the mile.
The track is of 56 and 60-pound
steel

rails,

line.

and

It

is

lightly

ballasted.

The

total

capital of the road (1898)— including $23,680,000

bonded debt and a floating debt of §1,479,809— was §36,034,809, or §50,708 per mile. The total earnings and income in
Illinois for 1898 were §559,743, and the total
expenditures for the same period, §457,713.
(History.) The main line of the Illinois Division
of the Lake Erie & Western Railroad was acquired
by consolidation, in 1880, of the Lafayette, Bloomcapital stock, §10,875,000

ington

& Mississippi Railroad

(81

LAKE FOREST UNIVERSITY,

miles in length),

which had been opened in 1871, with certain Ohio
and Indiana lines. In May, 1885, the line thus
formed was consolidated, without change of name,
with the Lake Erie & Mississippi Railroad, organized to build an extension of the Lake Erie &
Western from Bloomington to Peoria (43 miles).
The road was sold under foreclosure in 1886, and
the present company organized, Feb. 9, 1887.
LAKE FOREST, a city in Lake County, on
Lake Michigan and Chicago & Northwestern Rail-

an institution
:

Lake Forest Academy, Ferry Hall Seminary,
Lake Forest College, Rush Medical College, Chicago College of Dental Surgery, and the Chicago
College of Law. The three first named are
located at Lake Forest, while the three professional schools are in the city of Chicago. The
college charter was granted in 1857, but the
institution was not opened until nineteen years
later, and the professional schools, which were
originally independent, were not associated until
1887.
In 1894 there were 316 undergraduates at
Lake Forest, in charge of forty instructors. During the same year there were in attendance at the
professional schools, 1,557 students, making a
total

enrollment in

the

University

of

1,873.

with the Presbyterian denomination, the Board of Trustees is
self-perpetuating.
The Academy and Seminary

While the

Western Railroad. )

the 710.61 miles which constitute the entire
length of this line, only 118.6 are within Illinois.
This portion extends from the junction of the

Peoria

1,203; (1900), 2,215; (1904, est.), 2,800.

institution

is affiliated

the two sexes, reLake Forest College is co-educational
and organized upon the elective plan, having
are preparatory schools for
spectively.

seventeen departments, a certain number of
studies being required for graduation, and work
upon a major subject being required for three
The schools at Lake Forest occupy fifteen
years.
buildings, standing within a campus of sixty-five
acres.

LAKE MICHIGAN, one of the chain of five
great northern lakes, and the largest lake lying
wholly within the United States. It lies between
the parallels of 41° 35' and 46° North latitude, its
length being about 335 miles. Its width varies
from 50 to 88 miles, its greatest breadth being
opposite Milwaukee. Its surface is nearly 600
feet above the sea-level and its maximum depth
is estimated at 840 feet.
It has an area of about
20,000 square miles.
It forms the eastern boundary of Wisconsin, the western boundary of the
lower peninsula of Michigan and a part of the
northern boundary of Illinois and Indiana. Its
waters find their outlet into Lake Huron through
the straits of Mackinaw, at its northeast extremity, and are connected with Lake Superior by the
Sault Ste. Marie River. It contains few islands,
and these mainly in its northern part, the largest
being some fifteen miles long. The principal
rivers which empty into this lake are the Fox,
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Menominee, Manistee, Muskegon, Kalamazoo,
Grand and St. Joseph. Chicago, Milwaukee,
Racine and Manitowoc are the chief cities on its

and educated

banks.

He is described by his
contemporaries as an able and brilliant man, but
of convivial habits and unscrupulous to such a
degree that his name was mixed up with a number of official scandals. Separated from his
family, he died of delirium tremens, at Whitehall, Greene County.
LAMOILLE, a village of Bureau County, on the
Mendota-Fulton branch of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railway, 9 miles northwest of Menresident of Jacksonville.

LAKE SHORE & MICHIGAN SOUTHERN
RAILWAY. The main line extends from Buffalo,
N. Y., to Chicago,

111.,

a distance of 539 miles,

with various branches of leased and proprietary
lines located in the States of Michigan, New
York and Ohio, making the mileage of lines
operated 1,415.63 miles, of which 862.15 are owned
by the company only 14 miles being in Illinois.
The total earnings and income in Illinois, in 1898,
were §453,946, and the expenditures for the same
(History.) The company was
period, $360,971.
formed in 1869, from the consolidation of the
Michigan Southern & Northern Indiana, the
Cleveland, Painesville & Ashtabula, and the
Buffalo & Erie Railroad Companies. The proprietary roads have been acquired since the consoli-

—

dation.

LAMB, James

L., pioneer merchant,

in Connellsville, Pa., Nov.

7,

was born

1800; at 12 years of

age went to Cincinnati to serve as clerk in the
store of a distant relative,

came to Kaskaskia,

111.

and soon after engaged in mercantile
business with Thomas Mather, who had come to
in 1820,

Illinois

at Transylvania University; was
Attorney-General of the State by appointment of
Governor Carlin, 1840-43, at that time being a

two years

Later, the firm estab-

earlier.

lished a store at Chester

and shipped the

first

the New Orleans
market. In 1831 Mr. Lamb located in Springfield,
afterwards carrying on merchandising and porkpacking extensively; also established an iron
foundry, which continued in operation until a few
barrels of pork

years ago.

from

Illinois to

Died, Dec.

LAMB, Martha

3,

1873.

R. N., magazine editor and
historian, was born (Martha Joan Reade Nash) at
Plainfield, Mass., August 13, 1829, received a
thorough education and, after her marriage in
J.

Lamb, resided for eight years
where she was one of the principal founders of the Home for the Friendless and
Half Orphan Asylum, and Secretary of the
Sanitary Fair of 1863. In 1866 she removed to
New York and gave her after life to literary work,
from 1883 until her death being editor of "The
Magazine of American History," besides furnishing numerous papers on historical and other subjects also publishing some sixteen volumes, one
of her most important works being a "History of
New York City," in two volumes. She was a
member of nearly thirty historical and other
1852 to Charles A.

in Chicago,

111.,

;

learned societies. Died, Jan. 2, 1893.
LAMBORN, Josiah, early lawyer and Attorney-General; born in Washington County, Ky.,

dota; in rich farming and stock-raising region;

has a bank, three churches, fine school-building,
and a newspaper.
Pop. (1890), 516; (1900), 576.
LAMON, Ward Hill, lawyer, was born at
Mill Creek, Frederick County, W. Va., Jan. 6,
1828; received a common school education and
was engaged in teaching for a time; also began
the study of medicine, but relinquished it for the
law.

About

1847-48 he located at Danville,

111.,

subsequently read law with the late Judge Oliver
L. Davis, attending lectures at the Louisville
Law School, where he had Gen. John A. Logan
for a class-mate.
On admission to the bar, he
became the Danville partner of Abraham Lincoln
—the partnership being in existence as early as
1852.
In 1859 he removed to Bloomington, and,
in the Presidential campaign of 1860, was a zealous supporter of Mr. Lincoln. In February, 1861,
he was chosen by Mr. Lincoln to accompany him
to Washington, making the perilous night journey through Baltimore in Mr. Lincoln's company.
Being a man of undoubted courage, as well as
almost giant stature, he soon received the appointment of Marshal of the District of Columbia,
and, in the first weeks of the new administration,
made a confidential visit to Colonel Anderson,
then in command at Fort Sumter, to secure
accurate information as to the situation there.
In May, 1861, he obtained authority to raise a
regiment, of which he was commissioned Colonel,
remaining in the field to December, when he
returned to the discharge of his duties as Marshal
at Washington, but was absent from Washington
on the night of the assassination April 14, 1865.
Resigning his office after this event, he entered
into partnership for the practice of law with the
Some
late Jeremiah S. Black of Pennsylvania.
years later he published the first volume of a proposed Life of Lincoln, using material which he
obtained from Mr. Lincoln's Springfield partner.
William H. Herndon, but the second volume was
never issued. His death occurred at Martins-

—
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burg,
7,

W.

1893.

Va., not far from his birthplace, May
Colonel Lamon married a daughter of

Judge Stephen

LANARK,

a city in Carroll County, 19 miles by
rail southwest of Freeport, and 7 miles east of
The surrounding country is
Mount Carroll
largely devoted to grain-growing, and Lanark
is an important shippingManufacturing of various descriptions is
The city has two banks (one Nacarried on.
tional and one State), eight churches, a graded
and high school, and a weekly newspaper. Popu-

has two elevators and

point.

lation (1880), 1,198; (1890), 1,295; (1900), 1,306.

LANDES,

Silas Z., ex-Congressman,

in Augusta County, Va.,

May

15, 1842.

was born
In early

and was admitted
to the bar of this State in August, 1863, and has
been in active practice at Mount Carmel since
1864.
In 1872 he was elected State's Attorney
for Wabash County, was re-elected in 1876, and
youth he removed to

Illinois,

He

represented the Sixteenth Illinois District in Congress from 1885 to 1889, being
elected on the Democratic ticket.

again in 1880.

LANDRIGAN, John, farmer and legislator, was
born in County Tipperary, Ireland, in 1832, and
brought to America at one year of age, his
parents stopping for a time in New Jersey. His
early life was spent at Lafayette, Ind. After
completing his education in the seminary there,
he engaged in railroad and canal contracting.
Coming to Illinois in 1858, he purchased a farm
near Albion, Edwards County, where he has
since resided. He has been twice elected as a
Democrat to the House of Representatives (1868
and '74) and twice to the State Senate (1870
and '96), and has been, for over twenty years,
a member of the State Agricultural Society—
for four years of that time being President
of the Board,

and some sixteen years Vice-Presi-

Cook County,

Cleveland, Ohio,

was born in
and educated

(xrannis, educator,

111.,

March

15, 1841,

First Assistant

in the public schools, graduating with the first

March

27, 1842,

in

and became a

resident of Illinois at the age of

16.
After receiving an academic education he studied law and
was admitted to the Illinois bar in February,
Since then he has been a successful prac1865.
titioner at Hillsboro.
From 1869 to 1873 he served
as County Judge. In 1886 he was the successful
Democratic candidate for Congress from the

Seventeenth

Illinois District

and

re-elected for

three successive terms, but was defeated by
Frederick Remann (Republican) in 1894, and
again by W. F. L. Hadley, at a special election, in
1895, to fill the vacancy caused by the death of

Mr. Remann.

LANPHIER,

Charles H., journalist, was born
from 4 years
of age lived in Washington City in 1836 entered
the office as an apprentice of "The State Register" at Vandalia, 111., (then owned by his brotherin-law, William Walters).
Later, the paper was
removed to Springfield, and Walters, having
enlisted for the Mexican war in 1846, died at St.
Louis, en route to the field. Lanphier, having
thus succeeded to the management, and, finally,
to the proprietorship of the paper, was elected
public printer at the next session of the Legislature, and, in 1847, took into partnership George
Walker, who acted as editor until 1858. Mr. Lanphier continued the publication of the paper until
During the war he
1863, and then sold out.
was one of the State Board of Army Auditors
appointed by Governor Yates; was elected
Circuit Clerk in 1864 and re-elected in 1868,
and, in 1872, was Democratic candidate for
County Treasurer but defeated with the rest of
at Alexandria, Va., April 14, 1820;
;

his party.

LARCOM,

dent.

LANE, Albert

when he became

LANE, Edward, ex-Congressman, was born

Logan, of Springfield.

T.

Superintendent,
Superintendent.

Lucy, author and teacher, born at

in 1826; attended a grammar
school and worked in a cotton mill at Lowell,
becoming one of the most popular contributors to
"The Lowell Offering," a magazine conducted by

Beverly,

Mass.,

class from the Chicago High School in 1858.
He
immediately entered upon the business of teaching as Principal, but, in 1869, was elected Superintendent of Schools for Cook County. After
three years' service as cashier of a bank, he was
elected County Superintendent, a second time, in
1877, and regularly every four years thereafter
In 1891 he was chosen Superintenduntil 1890.

the factory girls, thereby winning the acquaintance and friendship of the poet Whittier. In
1846 she came to Illinois and, for three years, was
a student at Monticello Female Seminary, near
Alton, meanwhile teaching at intervals in the
vicinity.
Returning to Massachusetts she taught

ent of Schools for the city of Chicago, to fill the
vacancy caused by the resignation of Superintendent Howland a position which he continued
to fill until the appointment of E. B. Andrews,

Folks," of which she was editor until 1874. Her
books, both poetical and prose, have taken a
high rank for their elevated literary and moral
Died, in Boston, April 17, 1893.
tone.

—

for six years; in 1865 established

"Our Young
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LARNED, Edward Channing,
in Providence, R.

I.,

July

14,

was born

lawyer,

1820; graduated at

was Professor of Mathe-

Brown University in

1840

matics one year in

Kemper College, Wis., then
1847, came to Chicago.
He

;

studied law and, in
was an earnest opponent of slavery and gained
considerable deserved celebrity by a speech

which he delivered

in 1851, in opposition to the

He was a warm friend of
and, in 1860, made speeches in
his support was an active member of the Union
Defense Committee of Chicago during the war,
fugitive slave law.

Abraham Lincoln
;

in 1861, was appointed by Mr. Lincoln
United States District Attorney of the Northern
District of Illinois, but compelled to resign by
Being absent in Europe at the
failing health.
time of the fire of 1871, he returned immediately
and devoted his attention to the work of the
Relief and Aid Society. Making a second visit to
Europe in 1872-73, he wrote many letters for the
press, also doing much other literary work in
Died at Lake Forest,
spite of declining health.
111., September, 1884.
LA SALLE, a cit3 in La Salle County, 99 miles
southwest of Chicago, situated on the Illinois
River at southern terminus of the Illinois &
Michigan Canal, and at intersection of three
Bituminous coal
trunk lines of railroads.
abounds and is extensively mined; zinc smelting
and the manufacture of glass and hydraulic and

and,

r

Portland cement are leading industries also has
a large ice trade with the South annually. It is
connected with adjacent towns by electric railways, and with Peoria by daily river packets.
Population (1890), 9,855; (1900), 10,446.
LA SALLE, Reni Robert Cavelier, Sieur <le,
a famous explorer, born at Rouen, France, in
1643; entered the Jesuit order, but conceiving
that he had mistaken his vocation, came to
America in 1666. He obtained a grant of land
about the Lachine Rapids of the St. Lawrence,
above Montreal. It was probably his intention
to settle there as a grand seigneur; but, becoming
interested in stories told him by some Seneca
Indians, he started two years later in quest of a
great waterway, which he believed led to the
South Sea (Pacific Ocean) and afforded a short
route to China. He passed through Lake Ontario,
and is believed to have discovered the Ohio. The
claim that he reached the Illinois River at this
time has been questioned. Having re-visited
France in 1677 he was given a patent of nobility
and extensive land-grants in Canada. In 1679 he
visited the Northwest and explored the great
lakes, finally reaching the head of Lake Michi;

:;.".)

fort near the mouth of the St.
Joseph River. From there he made a portage to
the Illinois, which he descended early in 1680 to
Lake Peoria, where he began the erection of a
fort to which, in consequence of the misfortunes
attending the expedition, was given the name of
Creve-Cceur. Returning from here to Canada for
supplies, in the following fall he again appeared
in Illinois, but found his fort at Lake Peoria a
ruin and his followers, whom he had left there,
gone. Compelled again to return to Canada, in
the latter part of 1681 he set out on his third
expedition to Illinois, and making the portage by
way of the Chicago and Des Plaines Rivers,
reached "Starved Rock," near the present city of
Ottawa, where his lieutenant, Tonty, had already
begun the erection of a fort. In 1682, accompanied by Tonty, he descended the Illinois and
Mississippi Rivers, reaching the Gulf of Mexico on
A pril 9. He gave the region the name of Louisiana.
In 1683 he again returned to France and
was commissioned to found a colony at the mouth
of the Mississippi, which he unsuccessfully
attempted to do in 1684, the expedition finally
landing about Matagorda Bay in Texas. After
other fruitless attempts (death and desertions
having seriously reduced the number of his colonists), while attempting to reach Canada, he was
murdered by his companions near Trinity River
in the present State of Texas, March 19, 1687.
Another theory regarding La Salle's ill-starred
Texas expedition is, that he intended to establish
a colony west of the Mississippi, with a view to>
contesting with the Spaniards for the possession
of that region, but that the French government
failed to give him the support which had been

gan and erecting a

promised, leaving him to his fate.

LA SALLE COUNTY, one of the wealthiest
counties in the northeastern section, being second
It was
in size and in population in the State
organized in 1831, and has an area of 1,152 square
The history of
miles; population (1900), 87,776.
this region dates back to 1675, when Marquette
established a mission at an Indian village on the
Illinois

River about where Utica

now

stands,

eight miles west of Ottawa. La Salle (for whom
the county is named) erected a fort here in 1682,

which was, for many years, the headquarters for
French missionaries and traders. Later, the
were well-nigh exterminated
Illinois Indians
by starvation, at the same point, which has become famous in Western history as "Starved
Rock." The surface of the county is undulatThe
ing and slopes toward the Illinois River.
soil is rich, and timber abounds on the bluffs and
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along the streams. Water is easily procured.
Four beds of coal underlie the entire county, and
good building stone is quarried at a depth of 150
Excellent hydraulic cement is made
to 200 feet.
from the calciferous deposit, Utica being espeThe First Americially noted for this industry.
can settlers came about the time of Captain Long's
survey of a canal route (1816). The Illinois &
Michigan Canal was located by a joint corps of
(See IlliState and National engineers in 1830.
nois & Michigan Canal.) During the Black
Hawk War, La Salle County was a prominent
base of military operations.

LATHROP,

William, lawyer and Congressin Genesee County, N. Y., April
His early education was acquired in
17, 1825.
the common schools. Later he read law and was
admitted to the bar, commencing practice in
1851, making his home in Central New York until
In 1856 he represented
his removal to Illinois.
the Rockford District in the lower house of the
General Assembly, and, in 1876, was elected, as a
Republican, to represent the (then) Fourth Illi-

man, was born

nois District in Congress.
LA YASTTUM, the name given, in the latter
part of the seventeenth century, to the principal
village of the Illinois Indians, situated on the
near the present town of Utica, in

Illinois River,

La

Salle County.

(See Starved Rock. )

LAWLER,

Frank, was born at Rochester,
N. Y.. June 25, 1842. His first active occupation
was as a news-agent on railroads, which business
he followed for three years. He learned the
trade of a ship-calker, and was elected to the
Presidency of the Ship-Carpenters' and ShipCalkers' Association. AVhile yet a young man he
settled in Chicago and, in 1869, was appointed to
a clerical position in the postoffice in that city;
served as a letter-carrier, and as a member
In 1884 he was
elected to Congress from the Second District,
which he represented in that body for three successive terms. While serving his last year in
Congress (1890) he was an unsuccessful candidate
later,

of the City Council (1876-84).

on the Democratic ticket for Sheriff of Cook
County; in 1893 was an unsuccessful applicant
for the Chicago postmastership, was defeated as
an Independent-Democrat for Congress in 1894,
but, in 1895, was elected Alderman for the Nineteenth

Ward

of the city of Chicago.

Died, Jan.

17, 1896.

LAWLER, (Gen.) Michael K., soldier, was
born in County Kildare, Ireland, Nov. 16, 1814,
brought to the United States in 1816, and, in 1819,
to Gallatin County, 111., where his father began

farming.

The younger Lawler

early evinced a

military taste by organizing a military company
in 1842, of which he served as Captain three or
four years. In 1846 he organized a company for the
Mexican War, which was attached to the Third
Regiment Illinois Volunteers (Colonel Forman's),
and, at the end of its term of enlistment, raised

company

with which he served
all, seeing two and
He then resumed the
a half years' service.
peaceful life of a farmer but, on the breaking
out of the rebellion, again gave proof of his patriotism by recruiting the Eighteenth Illinois Volunteer Infantry the first regiment organized in
the Eighteenth Congressional District of which
he was commissioned Colonel, entering into the
three years' service in May, 1861. His regiment
took part in most of the early engagements in
Western Kentucky and Tennessee, including the
capture of Fort Donelson, where it lost heavily,
Colonel Lawler himself being severely wounded.
Later, he was in command, for some time, at
Jackson, Tenn., and, in November, 1862, was coma

to the

of cavalry,

end of the war

—in
;

—

—

missioned Brigadier-General "for gallant and
meritorious service." He was also an active
participant in the operations against Vicksburg,
and was thanked on the field by General Grant
for his service at the battle of Big Black, pronounced by Charles A. Dana (then Assistant
Secretary of War) "one of the most splendid
exploits of the war. " After the fall of Vicksburg
he took part in the siege of Jackson, Miss., and
in the campaigns on the Teche and Red River, and
in Texas, also being in command, for six months,
at Baton Rouge, La. In March, 1865, he was
brevetted Major-General, and mustered out,
January, 1866, after a service of four years and
seven months. He then returned to his Gallatin
County farm, where he died, July 26, 1882.

LAWLER, Thomas

G.,

soldier

and

Com-

mander-in-Chief of the Grand Army of the
Republic, was born in Liverpool, Eng., April
7, 1844; was brought to Illinois by his parents
in childhood, and, at 17 years of age, enlisted
in the Nineteenth Illinois Volunteers, serving first as a private, then as Sergeant, later
being elected First Lieutenant, and (although
not mustered in, for two months) during the
Atlanta campaign being in command of his company, and placed on the roll of honor by order of
General Rosecrans. He participated in every
battle in which his regiment was engaged, and,
at the battle of Missionary Ridge, was the first
man of his command over the enemy's works.
After the war he became prominent as an officer
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of the Illinois National Guard,

organizing the

Rockford Rifles, in 1876, and serving as Colonel of
the Third Regiment for seven years; was appointed Postmaster at Rockford by President
Hayes, but removed by Cleveland in 1885; reappointed by Harrison and again displaced on the
accession of Cleveland. He was one of the
organizers of G. L. Nevius Post, G. A. R., of
which he served as Commander twenty-six years
in 1882

was elected Department Commander

for

the State of Illinois and, in 1894, Commander-inChief, serving one year.

LAWRENCE, Charles B., jurist, was born at
Vergennes, Vt. Dec. 17, 1820. After two years
spent at Middlebury College, he entered the
junior class at Union College, graduating from
the latter in 1841. He devoted two years to
teaching in Alabama, and began reading law at
Cincinnati in 1843, completing his studies at St.
Louis, where he was admitted to the bar and
began practice in 1844. The following year he
removed to Quincy, 111. where he was a prominent practitioner for ten years.
The years
1856-58 he spent in foreign travel, with the primary object of restoring his impaired health. On
his return home he began farming in Warren
County, with the same end in view. In 1861 he
accepted a nomination to the Circuit Court bench
and was elected without opposition. Before the
expiration of his term, in 1864, he was elected a
Justice of the Illinois Supreme Court for the
Northern Grand Division, and, in 1870, became
Chief Justice. At this time his home was at
Galesburg. Failing of a re-election in 1873, he
removed to Chicago, and at once became one of
the leaders of the Cook County bar. Although
persistently urged by personal and political
friends, to permit his name to be used in connection with a vacancy on the bench of the United
States Supreme Court, he steadfastly declined.
In 1877 he received the votes of the Republicans
in the State Legislature for United States Senator
,

,

against David Davis, who was elected.
Decatur, Ala., April 9, 1883.

LAWRENCE COUNTY,

one

Died, at

the

eastern
counties in the "southern tier," originally a part
of Edwards, but separated from the latter in
of

and named for Commodore Lawrence. In
area was 360 square miles, and its population, 16,523.
The first English speaking settlers
seem to have emigrated from the colony at Vin1821,

1900

its

cennes, Ind.

St. Francisville, in the southeastern portion, and Allison prairie, in the northeast,
were favored by the American pioneers. Settle-

ment was more

or less desultory until after the

War
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Game was abundant and the soil
About a dozen negro families found
homes, in 1819, near Lawrenceville, and a Shaker
colony was established about Charlottesville the
same year. Among the best remembered pioof 1812.

productive.

neers are the families of Lautermann, Chubb,
Kincaid, Buchanan and Laus the latter having

—

come from South Carolina.
Toussaint Dubois,
a Frenchman and father of Jesse K. Dubois, State
Auditor (1857-64), was a large land proprietor at
an early day, and his house was first utilized as a
court house. The county is richer in historic
associations than in populous towns.

Lawrence-

the county-seat, was credited with 865
inhabitants by the census of 1890. St. Francisville,

ville

and Sumner are flourishing towns.

LAWRENCEVILLE,

the county-seat of Lawrence County, is situated on the Embarras River,
at the intersection of the Baltimore & Ohio
Southwestern and the Cleveland, Cincinnati,
Chicago & St. Louis Railways, 9 miles west of
Vincennes, Ind., and 139 miles east of St. Louis.
It lias a courthouse, four churches, a graded
school and two weekly newspapers. Population
(1890), 865;

(1900), 1,300; (1903, est.), 1,600.

LAWSON,

Victor F., journalist and newspaper
in Chicago, of Scandinavian
parentage, Sept. 9, 1850. After graduating at the
Chicago High School, he prosecuted his studies

was born

proprietor,

Academy, Andover, Mass., and at
Harvard University. In August, 1876, he purchased an interest in "The Chicago Daily News,"
being for some time a partner of Melville E.
Stone, but became sole proprietor in 1888, publishing
morning and evening editions. He
reduced the price of the morning edition to one
cent, and changed its name to "The Chicago
Record." He has always taken a deep interest
at Phillips

in the cause of popular education, and, in 1888,

established a fund to provide for the distribution
among public school children of Chi-

of medals

cago, the

essays

to be made upon the basis of
excellence in the preparation of

award

comparative

upon

topics connected

with

American

history.

LEBANON,

a city in

St. Clair

County, situated

on Silver Creek, and on the Baltimore & Ohio
Southwestern Railroad, 11 miles northeast of
Belleville and 24 miles east of St. Louis; is located in an agricultural and coal-mining region.
Its manufacturing interests are limited, a flouring mill being the chief industry of this characThe city has electric lights and electric
trolley line connecting with Belleville and St.
Louis; also has a bank, eight churches, two

ter.
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is an important educational cenbeing the seat of McKendree College, founded
Population (1890), 1,636; (1900), 1,812.
in 1828.
LEE COUNTY, one of the third tier of counties
south of the Wisconsin State line; named for
Richard Henry Lee of Revolutionary fame area,
It
740 square miles; population (1900), 29,894.
was cut off from Ogle County, and separately
organized in 1839. In 1840 the population was
but little over 2,000. Charles F. Ingals, Nathan
R. Whitney and James P. Dixon were the first
County-Commissioners. Agriculture is the principal pursuit, although stone quarries are found
here and there, notably at Ashton. The countyseat is Dixon, where, in 1828, one Ogee, a halfbreed, built a cabin and established a ferry across
the Rock River. In 1830, John Dixon, of New
York, purchased Ogee's interest for 81,800. Settlement and progress were greatly retarded by
the Black Hawk War, but immigration fairly set
in in 1838. The first court house was built in
1840, and the same year the United States Land
Office was removed from Galena to Dixon, Colo.,
John Dement, an early pioneer, being appointed
Receiver. Dixon was incorporated as a city in
1859, and, in 1900, had a population of 7 ,.917.

newspapers and
ter,

;

LEGISLATIVE

APPORTIONMENT.

(See

Apportionment, Legislative. )
LEGISLATURE. (See General Assemblies.)
LELAND, a village of La Salle County, on the
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railway, 29 miles
southwest of Aurora. Population (1900), 634.
LELAND, Edwin S., lawyer and Judge, was
born at Dennysville, Me., August 28, 1812, and
admitted to the bar at Dedham, Mass., in 1834.
In 1835 he removed to Ottawa, 111., and, in 1839,
to Oregon, Ogle County, where he practiced for
four years.
Returning to Ottawa in 1843, he
rapidly rose in his profession, until, in 1852, he
was elected to the Circuit Court bench to fill the
unexpired term of Judge T. Lyle Dickey, who
had resigned. In 1866 Governor Oglesby appointed him Circuit Judge to fill the unexpired

term of Judge

Hollister.

He was

elected

by

popular vote in 1867, and re-elected in 1873, being
assigned to the Appellate Court of the Second

He was prominently identified
with the genesis of the Republican party, whose
tenets he zealously championed.
He was also
prominent in local affairs, having been elected
the first Republican Mayor of Ottawa (1856),
President of the Board of Education and County
District in 1877.

Treasurer.

Died, June,

24, 1889.

LEMEN, James, Sr., pioneer, was
eley County, Va., Nov. 20,

born in Berk1760; served as a soldier

in the War of the Revolution, being present at
the surrender of Cornwallis at Yorktown in 1781
in 1786 came to Illinois, settling at the village of
New Design, near the present site of Waterloo, in
Monroe County. He was a man of enterprise
and sterling integrity, and ultimately became the
head of one of the most prominent and influential

families in Southern Illinois. He is said to have
been the first person admitted to the Baptist
Church by immersion in Illinois, finally becoming
a minister of that denomination. Of a family of

eight children, four of his sons became ministers.
Mr. Lemen's prominence was indicated by the
fact that he was approached by Aaron Burr, with
offers of large rewards for his influence in found-

ing that ambitious schemer's projected Southwestern Empire, but
the
proposals
were
indignantly rejected and the scheme denounced.
Died, at Waterloo, Jan. 8, 1822. —Robert (Lemen),
oldest son of the preceding, was born in Berkeley
County, Va., Sept. 25, 1783; came with his father
to Illinois, and, after his marriage, settled in St.
Clair County.
He held a commission as magistrate and, for a time, was United States Marshal
for Illinois under the administration of John
Quincy Adams. Died in Ridge Prairie, St. Clair
County, August 24, I860.—Rev. Joseph (Lemen),
the second son, was born in Berkeley County,
Va., Sept. 8, 1785, brought to Illinois in 1786, and,
on reaching manhood, married Mary Kinney, a
daughter of Rev. William Kinney, who afterwards became Lieutenant-Governor of the State.
Joseph Lemen settled in Ridge Prairie, in the
northern part of St. Clair County, and for many
years supplied the pulpit of the Bethel Baptist
church, which had been founded in 1809 on the
principle of opposition to

human

slavery.

His

death occurred at his home, June 29, 1861. Rev»
James (Lemen), Jr., the third son, was born in
Monroe County, 111., Oct. 8, 1787; early united
with the Baptist Church and became a minister
assisting in the ordination of his father, whose
sketch stands at the head of this article. He
served as a Delegate from St. Clair County in the
first State Constitutional Convention (1818), and as
Senator in the Second, Fourth and Fifth General
Assemblies. He also preached extensively in

—

Illinois, Missouri,

and Kentucky, and

assisted in

many

churches, although his
labors were chiefly within his own. Mr. Lemen
was the second child of American parents born in
Illinois Enoch Moore being the first.
Died,

the organization of

—

1870.
William (Lemen), the fourth son,
born in Monroe County, 111., in 1791; served as a
soldier in the Black Hawk War.
Died in Monroe

Feb.

8,
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Rev. Josiali (Lemen), the
in 1857.
born in Monroe County, 111., August 15,
Died near Du1794; was a Baptist preacher.
quoin, July 11, 1867.— Rev. Moses (Lemen), the
sixth son, born in Monroe County, 111., in 1797;
became a Baptist minister early in life, served as
Eepresentative in the Sixth General Assembly
Died, in Montgom(1828-30) for Monroe County.
ery County, 111., March 5, 1859.
LEMONT, a city in Cook County, 25 miles
southwest of Chicago, on the Des Plaines River
A thick
and the Chicago & Alton Railroad.
vein of Silurian limestone (Athens marble) is

LEROY, a city in McLean County, 15 miles
southwest of Bloomington; has two banks, several churches, a graded school and a plow factory.
Two weekly papers are published there. Popu-

extensively quarried here, constituting the chief
Owing to the number of industrial
industry.
enterprises, Lemont is at times the temporary

spent the following winter in South Carolina,
afterwards engaging in teaching, for a time, and
in study in Newton Theological Seminary, while
Washington served as tutor two years in his
Alma Mater and in Columbian College in Washington, D. C, then took a course at Newton,
graduating there in 1836. The same year he
accepted the chair of Mathematics in Shurtleff
College at Upper Alton, remaining, with slight
interruption, until 1868. Warren, after suffering
from hemorrhage of the lungs, same west in the
fall of 1837, and, after teaching for a few months
at Greenville, Bond County, in 1839 joined his
brother at Shurtleff College as Principal of the
preparatory department, subsequently
being
advanced to the chair of Ancient Languages,

County,

fifth son,

home

of a large

number

of

workmen.

The

city

has a bank, electric lights, six churches, two
papers, five public and four private schools, one
business college, aluminum and concrete works.
Population of the township (1890), 5,539; (1900),
4,441.

LE MOYNE, John V., ex-Congressman, was
born in Washington County, Pa., in 1828, and
graduated from Washington College, Pa., in
1847.
He studied law at Pittsburg, where he was
admitted to the bar in 1852. He at once removed
to Chicago, where he continued a permanent
resident and active practitioner.
In 1872 he was
a candidate for Congress on the Liberal Republican ticket, but was defeated by Charles B. Farwell, Republican.
In 1874 he was again a
candidate against Mr. Farwell. Both claimed
the election, and a contest ensued which was
decided by the House in favor of Mr. Le Moyne.
LENA, a village in Stephenson County, on the
Illinois Central Railroad, 13 miles northwest of
Freeport and 38 miles east of Galena. It is in a
farming and dairying district, but has some
manufactures, the making of caskets being the
principal industry in this line.
There are six
churches, two banks, and two newspapers.
Population (1890), 1,270; (1900), 1.252.
LEONARD, Edward F., Railway President,
was born in Connecticut in 1836; graduated from

Union College, N. Y., was admitted to the bar
and came to Springfield, 111., in 1858; served for
several years as clerk in the office of the State
Auditor, was afterwards connected with the con-

struction of the "St. Louis Short Line" (now a
part of the Illinois Central Railway), and was

private secretary of Governor Cullom during his
first term.
For several years he has been President of the Toledo, Peoria & Western Railroad,

with headquarters at Peoria.

lation (1880), 1,068; (1890), 1.258; (1900), 1,629.

LEVER KTT, Washington
cators

and Warren, eduand twin-brothers, whose careers were

strikingly similar; born at Brookline, Mass., Dec.
19, 1805,

and passed their boyhood on a farm

;

in

1827 began a preparatory course of study under

an elder brother

at

Roxbury, Mass.,

entered

Brown University as freshmen, the next year, and
graduated in

1832.

Warren, being

in

bad health,

which he continued

to occupy until June, 1868,
the same year with his brother.
After resigning he established himself in the book

when he retired in

which was continued until his death,
Nov. 8, 1872. Washington, the surviving brother,
continued to be a member of the Board of Trustees of Shurtleff College, and to discharge the
duties of Librarian and Treasurer of the institution.
Died, Dec. 13, 1889.
LEWIS INSTITUTE, an educational institution based upon a bequest of Allen C. Lewis, in
the city of Chicago, established in 1895. It maintains departments in law, the classics, preparabusiness,

tory studies and manual training, and owns
property valued at §1,600,000, with funds and

endowment amounting to §1,100,000. No report
is made of the number of pupils.
LEWIS, John H., ex-Congressman, was born
in Tompkins County, N. Y., July 21, 1830.

When

he accompanied his parents
where he attended the
public schools, read law, and was admitted to the
bar in 1860. The same year he was elected Clerk
of the Circuit Court of Knox County.
In 1874 he
was elected to the lower house of the General
Assembly, and, in 1880, was the successful Repub-

to

six years old

Knox County,

111.,
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Young Men's

lican candidate for Congress

lum and Reformatory,

District.

Association, 2; Scientific, 6; Historical, 3; Society, 8; Medical, Odd Fellows and Social, 1 each.

from the old Ninth
In 1882, he was a candidate for reelection from the same district (then the Tenth),
but was defeated by Nicholas E. Worthington,
his Democratic opponent.
LEWISTOWN, the county-seat of Fulton
County, located on two lines of railway, fifty
miles southwest of Peoria and sixty miles northwest of Springfield. It contains flour and sawcan-making,
wagon,
carriage
and
mills,
duplex-scales and evener factories, six churches
and four newspapers, one issuing a daily edition
Population (1880),
also excellent public schools.
1.771; (1890), 2,166; (1900), 2,504,

LEXINGTON, a city in McLean County, on the
Chicago & Alton Railroad, 110 miles south of
Chicago and 16 miles northeast of Bloomington.
The surrounding region is agricultural and stockraising, and the town has a flourishing trade in
Tile is manufachorses and other live-stock.
tured here, and the town has two banks, five
churches, a high school and two weekly newspapers. Population (1890), 1,187; (1900), 1,415.
LIBERTYVILLE, a village of Lake County, on
the main line of the Chicago & Madison Division
of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway,
35 miles north-northwest of Chicago. The region
The town has some manufacis agricultural.
Populatures, two banks and a weekly paper.
tion (1890), 550

;

(1900), 864.

(Statistical. )— A report of the

LIBRARIES.

Commissioner of Education for 1895-96, on the
subject of "Public, Society and School Libraries
in the United States," presents some approximate
statistics of libraries in the several States,

based
upon the reports of librarians, so far as they
could be obtained in reply to inquiries sent out
from the Bureau of Education in Washington.
As shown by the statistical tables embodied in
this report, there were 348 libraries in Illinois
reporting 300 volumes and over, of which 134
belonged to the smallest class noted, or those containing less than 1,000 volumes. The remaining
214 were divided into the following classes:

Containing 300,000 and less than 500,000 volumes 1
"
00,000
300,000
2
50,000
25,000
10,000
5,000
1,000

"

100,000
50,000
25,000
10,000
5,000

1

"
"
"

5
27

34
144

4;

Christian

number

of volumes belonging to the
volumes and over was 1,822,580 with
447,168 pamphlets; and, of the class between 300
and 1,000 volumes, 66, 992 making a grand total of

The

total

class of 1,000

—

The

1,889,572 volumes.

library belonging to the

largest (or 300, 000) class, is that of the University

volumes, with
the Chicago Public
Library and the Newberry Library belong to the
second class, reporting, respectively, 217,065 volumes with 42,000 pamphlets, and 135,244 volumes
and 35,654 pamphlets. (The report of the Chicago Public Library for 1898 shows a total, for
of

Chicago,

reporting

180,000 pamphlets,

305,000

while

that year, of 235,385 volumes and 44,069
phlets.

pam-

)

method of administhe class reporting 1,000 volumes
and over, are supported by taxation 27, by appropriations by State, County or City; 20, from
endowment funds 54, from membership fees and
dues; 16, from book-rents; 26, from donations,
leaving 53 to be supported from sources not
The total income of 131 reporting on this
stated.
subject is §787,262; the aggregate endowment
of 17 of this class is $2,283,197, and the value of
buildings belonging to 36 is estimated at $2,981,Of the 214 libraries reporting 1,000 volumes
575.
and over, 88 are free, 28 are reference, and 158
are both circulating and reference.
The free public libraries in the State containing

As

to sources of support or

tration, 42 of

;

;

3,000 volumes and over, in 1896, amounted to 39.
The following list includes those of this class containing 10,000 volumes and over:

Chicago, Public Library
(1896) 217,065
"
57,604
"
28,639
"
"
Rockford,
28,000
"
" and Reading Room 19,400
Quincy,
"
Galesburg "
18,469
Elgin, Gail Borden Public Library
17,000
"
Bloomington, Withers "
16,068
"
Evanston, Free
"
15,515
"
"
"
Decatur,
14,766
Belleville,
"
"
14,511
"
Aurora,
"
14,350
Rock Island,
"
"
12,634
"
Joliet,
"
22,325
.

.

"
Peoria,
Springfield, "

.

.

...
...
...
...
...
...
...

The John Crerar Library

— established

(a scientific reference

libraries of

1,000

over, as to character, divides

them

Chicago in
on the basis of a bequest of the late John
Crerar, estimated as amounting to fully $3,000,000 is rapidly adding to its resources, having,

into, General, 91; School, 36; College, 42; College

in the four years of its history, acquired over

library)

in the City of

1894,

A

general classification of

volumes and
Society, 7

;

Law,

3

;

Theological, 7

;

State, 2

;

Asy-

—

40,000 volumes.

With

its

princely endowment,

>
w
d

r

o

d
t-H
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W
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it is destined, in the course of a few years, to be
reckoned one of the leading libraries of its class
in the United States, as it is one of the most

character rather than directive, but lacking the
vitalizing qualities of our Illinois law, in that
they provided no sufficiently specific working

modern and carefully selected.
The Newberry and Chicago Historical Society

administering such free public

an important place for reference purA tardy
poses, especially on historical subjects.
beginning has been made in building up a State
Libraries

fill

Historical Library in Springfield but, owing to
the indifference of the Legislature and the meager
support it has received, the State which was, for
nearly a hundred years, the theater of the most
important events in the development of the Mississippi Valley, has, as yet, scarcely accomplished
anything worthy of its name in collecting and
;

preserving the records of its own history.
In point of historical origin, next to the Illinois
State Library, which dates from the admission
of the State into the Union in 1818, the oldest
library in the State is that of the McCormick
Theological Seminary, which is set down as having had its origin in 1825, though this occurred
The early State College Liin another State.
braries follow next in chronological order Shurt:

Upper Alton, 1827 Illinois College,
at Jacksonville, 1829; McKendree College, at
Lebanon, 1834; Rockford College, 1849; Lombard
University, at Galesburg, 1852. In most cases,
leff

College, at

;

however, these are simply the dates of the establishment of the institution, or the period at which
instruction began to be given in the school which
finally developed into the college.
The school library is constantly becoming a
more important factor in the liberal education of
the youth of the State. Adding to this the "Illinois Pupils' Reading Circle," organized by the
State Teachers' Association some ten years ago,
but still in the experimental stage, and the system of "traveling libraries, " set on foot at a later
period, there is a constant tendency to enlarge
the range of popular reading and bring the public
library, in some of its various forms, within the
reach of a larger class.

The Free Public Library Law of

—The

Illinois.

following history and analysis of the Free
Public Library Law of Illinois is contributed, for
the "Historical Encyclopedia," by E. S. Willcox,
Librarian of the Peoria Public Library
The Library Law passed by the Legislature
of Illinois in 1872 was the first broadly planned,
comprehensive and complete Free Public Library Law placed on the statute book of any
State in the Union. It is true, New Hampshire, in
1849, and Massachusetts, in
1851,
had taken steps in this direction, with three or
four brief sections of laws, permissive in their

method — no

sailing directions

— for

and
They

starting

libraries.

to have had no influence on subsequent
library legislation, while, to quote the language
of Mr. Fletcher in his "Public Libraries in
America," "the wisdom of the Illinois law, in this
regard, is probably the reason why it has been so
widely copied in other States."
By this law of 1872 Illinois placed herself at the
head of her sister States in encouraging the
spread of general intelligence among the people;
but it is also a record to be equally proud of, that,
within less than five years after her admission to
the Union, Dec. 3, 1818 that is, at the first session of her Third General Assembly a general
Act was passed and approved, Jan. 31, 1823,
entitled:
"An act to incorporate such persons as
may associate for the purpose of procuring and
erecting public libraries in this State," with the
following preamble--

seem

—

—

"Whereas, a disposition for improvement in useful
knowledge has manifested itself in various parts of this
State, by associating for procuring and erecting public
whereas, it is of the utmost importance to
the public that the sources of information should be multilibraries; and,

plied, and institutions for that purpose encouraged and promoted: Seel. Be it enacted," etc.

Then follow ten sections, covering five and a
half pages of the published laws of that session,
giving explicit directions as to the organizing
and maintaining of such Associations, with provisions as enlightened and liberal as we could ask
for to-day. The libraries contemplated in this act
are, of course, subscription libraries, the only
kind known at that time, free public libraries
supported by taxation not having come into
vogue in that early day.
It is the one vivifying quality of the Illinois
law of 1872, that it showed how to start a free
public library, how to manage it when started
and how to provide it with the necessary funds.
It furnished a full and minute set of sailing
directions for the ship it launched, and, moreover,
was not loaded down with useless limitations.

—

With a few exceptions notably the Boston
Public Library, working under a special charter,
and an occasional endowed library, like the Astor
Library all public libraries in those days were
subscription libraries, like the great Mercantile
Libraries of New York, St. Louis and Cincinnati,
with dues of from S3 to §10 from each member
per year. With dues at §4 a year, our Peoria
Mercantile Library, at its best, never had over
286 members in any one year.
Compare this with
our present public membership of 6,500, and it
will be seen that some kind of a free public
library law was needed. That was the conclusion I, as one of the Directors of the Peoria Mer-

—

cantile Library,

came

to in 1869.

We

had tried

every expedient for years, in the way of lecture
courses, concerts, spelling matches, "Drummer
Boy of Shiloh," and begging, to increase our
membership and revenue. So far, and no farther,
seemed to be the rule with all subscription
libraries.
They did not reach the masses who
needed them most. And, for this manifest rea-
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son: the necessary cost of annual dues stood in
the way; the women and young people who
wanted something to read, who thirsted for
knowledge, and who are the principal patrons of
the free public library to-day, did not hold the
family purse-strings; while the men, who did
hold the purse-strings, did not particularly care
for books.
It was my experience, derived as a Director in
the Peoria Mercantile Library when it was still a
small, struggling subscription library, that suggested the need of a State law authorizing cities
and towns to tax themselves for the support of
public libraries, as they already did for the support of public schools. When, in 1870, I
submitted the plan to some of my friends, they
pronounced it Quixotic the people would never
consent to pay taxes for libraries. To which I
replied, that, until sometime in the '50's, we
had no free public schools in this State.
I then drew up the form of a law, substantially
as it now stands; and, after submitting it to
Justin Winsor, then of the Boston Public Library William F. Poole, then in Cincinnati, and
William T. Harris, then in St. Louis, I placed it
in the hands of my friend, Mr. Samuel Caldwell,

—

;

in December, 1870, who took it with him to
Springfield, promising to do what he could to get
it through the Legislature, of which he was a
member from Peoria. The bill was introduced
by Mr. Caldwell, March 23, 1871, as House bill
No. 563, and as House bill No. 563 it finally

received the Governor's signature and became a
law, March 7, 1872.
The essential features of our Illinois law are
The power of initiative in starting a free
I.
public library lies in the City Council, and not in
an appeal to the voters of the city at a general
election.
It is a weak point in the English public libraries act that this initiative is left to the electors or
voters of a city, and, in several London and provincial districts, the proposed law has been

repeatedly voted down by the very people it was
most calculated to benefit, from fear of a little
extra taxation.
II. The amount of tax to be levied is permissive,
not mandatory.
can trust to the public spirit of our city
authorities, supported by an intelligent public
sentiment, to provide for the library needs. A
mandatory law, requiring the levying of a certain
fixed percentage of the city's total assessment,
might invite extravagance, as it has in several
instances where a mandatory law is in force.
III. The Library Board has exclusive control of
library appropriations.
This is to be interpreted that Public Library
Boards are separate and distinct departments of
the city administration; and experience has
shown that they are as capable and honest in
handling money as School Boards or City

We

Councils.
IV. Library Boards consist of nine
serve for three years.

members

to

V. The members of the Board are appointed by
the Mayor, subject to the approval of the City
Council, from the citizens at large with reference
to their fitness for such office.

An

annual report is to be made by the
to the City Council, stating the condition
of their trust on the first day of June of each
VI.

Board

year.
This,

with slight modifications adapting it to
towns and townships, is, in substance,

villages,

the Free Public Library Law of Illinois. Under
its beneficent operation flourishing free public
libraries have been established in the principal
cities and towns of our State
slowly, at first,
but, of late years, more rapidly as their usefulness
has become apparent.
No argument is now needed to show the importance the imperative necessity of the widest
possible diffusion of intelligence among the people
of a free State. Knowledge and ignorance the
one means civilization, the other, barbarism.
Give a man the taste for good books and the
means of gratifying it, and you can hardly fail of
making him a better, happier man and a wiser
citizen.
You place him in contact with the best
society in every period of history you set before
him nobler examples to imitate and safer paths

—

—

—

—

;

to follow.

We

have no way of foretelling how many and
great benefits will accrue to society and the
State, in the future, from the comparatively
modern introduction of the free public library
into our educational system; but when some
youthful Abraham Lincoln, poring over .^Esop's
Fables, Weems' Life of Washington and a United
States History, by the flickering light of a pineknot in a log-cabin, rises at length to be the hope
and bulwark of a nation, then we learn what the
world may owe to a taste for books. In the general spread of intelligence through our free
schools, our free press and our free libraries, lies
our only hope that our free American institutions
shall not decay and perish from the earth.

how

" Knowledge is the only good, ignorance the only
"Let knowledge grow from more to more."

evil."

LIEUTEiVAIVT-GOYERNORS OF ILLINOIS.
The

office of Lieutenant-Governor, created by the
Constitution of 1818, has been retained in each of
the subsequent Constitutions, being elective by
the people at the same time with that of Governor.
The following is a list of the Lieutenant-

Governors of the State, from the date of its
admission into the Union to the present time
(1899), with the date and length of each incumbent's term: Pierre Menard, 1818-22; Adolphus
Frederick Hubbard, 1822-26; William Kinney,
1826-30;

Zadoc Casey, 1830-33; William Lee D.

Ewing (succeeded

to the office as President of the
Senate), 1833-34; Alexander M. Jenkins, 1834-36;

William

H.

Davidson

(as

President

Senate), 1836-38; Stinson H. Anderson,

of

the

1838-42;

John Moore, 1842-46; Joseph B. Wells, 1846-49;
William McMurtry, 1849-53; Gustavus Koerner,
1853-57; John Wood, 1857-60; Thomas A. Marshall (as President of the Senate), Jan. 7-14, 1861

Francis
1865-69;

;

Hoffman, 1861-65; William Bross,
John Dougherty, 1869-73; John L.

A.
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Beveridge, Jan. 13-23, 1873; John Early (as
President of the Senate), 1873-75; Archibald A.
Glenn (as President of the Senate), 1875-77;

Andrew Shuman,

John M. Hamilton,
1881-83; William J. Campbell (as President of
the Senate), 1883-85; John C. Smith, 1885-89;

Lyman

1877-81

;

B. Ray, 1889-93; Joseph B. Gill, 1893-97;
William A. Northcott, 1897
LIMESTONE. Illinois ranks next to Pennsylvania in its output of limestone, the United
States Census Report for 1890 giving the number

—

of quarries as 104, and the total value of the
product as §2,190,604. In the value of stone used
for building purposes Illinois far exceeds any
other State, the greater proportion of the output
in Pennsylvania being suitable only for flux.
Next to its employment as building stone, Illinois
limestone is chiefly used for street-work, a small
percentage being used for flux, and still less for
bridge-work, and but little for burning into lime.
The quarries in this State employ 3,383 hands, and
represent a capital of $3,316,616, in the latter parThe
ticular also ranking next to Pennsylvania.
quarries are found in various parts of the State,
but the most productive and most valuable are in
the northern section.
LINCOLN, an incorporated city, and countyseat of Logan County, at the intersection of the
Chicago & Alton, the Champaign and Havana
and the Peoria, Decatur and Evansville Divisions of the Illinois Central Railroad; is 28 miles
northeast of Springfield, and 157 miles southwest
of Chicago. The surrounding country is devoted
to agriculture, stock-raising and coal-mining.

Considerable manufacturing is carried on, among
the products being flour, brick and drain tile.
The city has water-works, fire department, gas
and electric lighting plant, telephone system,

machine shops, eighteen churches, good
three national banks, a public library,
street railways, and several newspapers.
possessing good schools, it is the seat of
University (a Cumberland Presbyterian

schools,
electric

Besides

Lincoln
institu-

The Odd Fellows'
founded in 1865)
Orphans' Home and the Illinois (State) Asylum
for Feeble-Minded Children are also located here.

tion,

Population

(1890), 6,725; (1900), 8,962; (1903, est.),

12,000.

LINCOLN, Abraham, sixteenth President of the
States, was born in Hardin County, Ky.,

United

12, 1809, of Quaker-English descent, his
grandfather having emigrated from Virginia to
Kentucky about 1780, where he was killed by the
Indians in 1784. Thomas Lincoln, the father of
Abraham, settled in Indiana in 1816, and removed

Feb.

to

Macon County

in 1830.
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Abraham was the

issue of his father's first marriage, his mother's

maiden name being Nancy Hanks. The early
occupations of the future President were varied.

He

served at different times as farm-laborer, flatboatman, country salesman, merchant, surveyor,
lawyer, State legislator, Congressman and President.
In 1832 he enlisted for the Black Hawk

War, and was chosen Captain of his company;
was an unsuccessful candidate for the Legislature
the same year, but elected two years later.
About this time he turned his attention to the
study of law, was admitted to the bar in 1836,
and, one year later, began practice at Springfield.
By successive re-elections he served in the House

when he

declined a re-election. In
was the Whig candidate for Speaker of the House, on both occasions
being defeated by William L. D. Ewing. In 1841
he was an applicant to President William Henry
Harrison for the position of Commissioner of the
General Land Office, the appointment going to
Justin Butterfield. His next official position was
that of Representative in the Thirtieth Congress
until 1842,
1838,

and again

(1847-49).

in 1840, he

From

that time he gave his attention

when he was a leading candidate for the United States Senate in
opposition to the principles of the Nebraska Bill,
but failed of election, Lyman Trumbull being
chosen. In 1856, he took a leading part in the
organization of the Republican party at Bloomington, and, in 1858, was formally nominated by
the Republican State Convention for the United
States Senate, later engaging in a joint debate
with Senator Douglas on party issues, during
which they delivered speeches at seven different
cities of the State.
Although he again failed to
secure the prize of an election, owing to the character of the legislative apportionment then in
force, which gave a majority of the Senators and
Representatives to a Democratic minority of the
voters, his burning, incisive utterances on the
subject of slavery attracted the attention of the
whole country, and prepared the way for the
future triumph of the Republican party. Previous to this he had been four times (1840, '44, '52,
and '56) on the ticket of his party as candidate
In 1860, he was the
for Presidential Elector.
nominee of the Republican party for the Presidency and was chosen by a decisive majority in
the Electoral College, though receiving a minority of the aggregate popular vote.
Unquestionably his candidacy was aided by internal
dissensions in the Democratic party.
His election
and his inauguration (on March 4, 1861) were
to his profession until 1855,
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pretext for secession, and he met the
with promptitude and firmness, tempered
with kindness and moderation towards the seHe was re-elected to the Presidency
cessionists.
in 1864, the vote in the Electoral College standing
212 for Lincoln to 21 for his opponent, Gen.

made a
issue

George B. McClellan.

The history

of Mr. Lin-

coln's life in the Presidential chair is the history

of the whole country during
Next to his success
period.

authority of

the

its

in

most dramatic
restoring

the

Government over the whole

Union, history will, no doubt, record his issuance
of the Emancipation Proclamation of January,
1863, as the most important and far-reaching act

And yet to this act, which
has embalmed his memory in the hearts of the
lovers of freedom and human justice in all ages
and in all lands, the world over, is due his death
at the hands of the assassin, J. Wilkes Booth, in
Washington City, April 15, 1865, as the result of
an assault made upon him in Ford's Theater the
evening previous— his death occurring one week
after the fall of Richmond and the surrender of
Lee's army just as peace, with the restoration of
the Union, was assured. A period of National
mourning ensued, and he was accorded the honor
of a National funeral, his remains heing finally
His
laid to rest in a mausoleum in Springfield.
profound sympathy with every class of sufferers
during the War of the Rebellion his forbearance
in the treatment of enemies; his sagacity in
giving direction to public sentiment at home and
in dealing with international questions abroad;
his courage in preparing the way for the removal
of slavery the bone of contention between the
warring sections have given him a place in the
affections of the people beside that of Washington
himself, and won for him the respect and admiof his administration.

—

;

—

—

ration of all civilized nations.

LINCOLN, Robert Todd, lawyer, member of
the Cabinet and Foreign Minister, the son of
Abraham Lincoln, was born in Springfield, 111.,
August 1, 1843, and educated in the home schools
and at Harvard University, graduating from the
During the last few months of
latter in 1864.
the Civil War, he served on the staff of General
Grant with the rank of Captain. After the war
he studied law and, on his admission to the bar,
settled in Chicago, finally becoming a member of
the firm of Lincoln & Isham. In 1880, he was
chosen a Presidential Elector on the Republican
ticket, and, in March following, appointed Secretary of War by President Garfield, serving to the
In 1889 he became Minister to
close of the term.
England by appointment of President Harrison,

gaining high distinction as a diplomatist. This
was the last public office held by him. After the
death of George M. Pullman he became Acting
President of "the Pullman Palace Car Company,
later being formally elected to that office, which
Mr. Lincoln's name has
(1899) he still holds.
been frequently mentioned in connection with
the Republican nomination for the Presidency,
but its use has not been encouraged by him.
LINCOLN AND DOUGLAS DEBATE, a name
popularly given to a series of joint discussions
between Abraham Lincoln and Stephen A. Douglas, held at different points in the State during the
summer and autumn of 1858, while both were
candidates for the position of United States Senator.
The places and dates of holding these
discussions were as follows: At Ottawa, August

August

21; at Freeport,

27; at Jonesboro, Sept.

15; at Charleston, Sept. 18; at Galesburg, Oct. 7;

at Alton, Oct. 15. Immense
audiences gathered to hear these debates, which
have become famous in the political history of
the Nation, and the campaign was the most noted
in the history of any State.
It resulted in the
securing by Douglas of a re-election to the Senate
but his answers to the shrewdly-couched interrogatories of Lincoln led to the alienation of his
Southern following, the disruption of the Democratic party in 1860, and the defeat of his Presidential aspirations, with the placing of Mr.
Lincoln prominently before the Nation as a
sagacious political leader, and his final election
to the Presidency.
at Quincy, Oct. 13

;

LINCOLN UNIVERSITY, an institution located
at Lincoln,
1865.

Logan County,

It is co-educational,

111., incorporated in
has a faculty of eleven

instructors and, for 1896-8, reports 209 pupils

ninety-one male and 118 female.
Instruction
is given in the classics, the sciences, music, fine
arts and preparatory studies.
The institution
has a library of 3,000 volumes, and reports funds

and endowment

amounting

to

§60,000,

with

property valued at $55,000.

LINDER, Usher F., lawyer and politician, was
born in Elizabethtown, Hardin County, Ky. (ten
miles from the birthplace of Abraham Lincoln),
March

20, 1809;

came

to Illinois in 1835, finally

locating at Charleston, Coles County after travel;

ing the circuit a few months was elected Representative in the Tenth General Assembly (1836),
but resigned before the close of the session toaccept the office of Attorney-General, which he
held less than a year and a half, when he resigned
that also. Again, in 1846, he was elected to the
Fifteenth General Assembly and re-elected to the
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Sixteenth and Seventeenth, afterwards giving his
attention to the practice of his profession. Mr.
Linder, in his best days, was a fluent speaker with
some elements of eloquence which gave him a
wide popularity as a campaign orator. Originally

a Whig, on the dissolution of that party he
became a Democrat, and, in 1860, was a delegate
to the Democratic National Convention at
Charleston, S. C. and at Baltimore. During the
last four years of his life he wrote a series of
articles under the title of "Reminiscences of the
Early Bench and Bar of Illinois," which was pubDied in Chicago,
lished in book form in 1876.
,

June

5,

1876.

LINEGAR, David

T., legislator,

Ohio, Feb. 12, 1830;
Ind., in 1840,

and

to

came

Wayne

was born

in

to Spencer County,
County, 111., in 1858,

afterward locating at Cairo, where he served as
Postmaster during the Civil War was a Republican Presidential Elector in 1872, but afterwards
became a Democrat, and served as such in the
lower branch of the General Assembly (1880-86)
Died at Cairo, Feb. 2, 1886.
LIPPINCOTT, Charles E., State Auditor, was
born at Edwardsville, 111. Jan. 26, 1825 attended
Illinois College at Jacksonville, but did not
graduate in 1849 graduated from the St. Louis
Medical College, and began the practice of medicine at Chandlerville, Cass County. In 1852 he
;

,

;

;

to California, remaining there five years,
taking an active part in the anti-slavery contest,
and serving as State Senator (1853-55). In 1857,
having returned to Illinois, he resumed practice
at Chandlerville, and, in 1861, under authority of
Governor Yates, recruited a company which was
attached to the Thirty-third Illinois Infantry as

went

of which he was commissioned
having declined the lieutenant-colonelcy. Within twelve months he became Colonel,
and, on Sept. 16, 1865, was mustered out as brevet
Brigadier-General. In 1866 he reluctantly consented to lead the Republican forlorn hope as a
candidate for Congress in the (then) Ninth Congressional District, largely reducing the DemoIn 1867 he was elected Secretary
cratic majority.
of the State Senate, and the same year chosen
Doorkeeper of the House of Representatives at
Washington. In 1868 he was elected State Auditor, and re-elected in 1872 also served as Permanent President of the Republican State Conven-

Company K, and

Captain,

;

tion of 1878.
Soldiers'

and

On

the establishment of the Illinois
Home at Quincy, he became

Sailors'

its first Superintendent, assuming his duties in
March, 1887, but died Sept. 13, following, as a
result of injuries received from a runaway team
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while driving through the grounds of the institua few days previous.
Emily Webster
Chandler (Lippincott), wife of the preceding,
was born March 13, 1833, at Chandlerville, Cass
County, 111. the daughter of Dr. Charles Chandler, a prominent physician widely known in that
section of the State was educated at Jacksonville
Female Academy, and married, Dec. 25, 1851, to
Dr. (afterwards General) Charles E. Lippincott.
Soon after the death of her husband, in September, 1887, Mrs. Lippincott, who had already
endeared herself by her acts of kindness to the
veterans in the Soldiers' and Sailors' Home, was
appointed Matron of the institution, serving until
her death, May 21, 1895. The respect in which
she was held by the old soldiers, to whose comfort and necessities she had ministered in hospital and elsewhere, was shown in a most touching
manner at the time of her death, and on the
removal of her remains to be laid by the side of
her husband, in Oak Ridge Cemetery at Spring-

—

tion

,

;

field.

LIPPINCOTT,
man, was born

(Rev.)

Thomas, early

clergy-

in Salem, N. J., in 1791; in 1817

started west, arriving in St. Louis in February,
1818; the same year established himself in mercantile business at Milton, then a place of some

importance

near Alton. This place proving
unhealthy, he subsequently removed to Edwardsville, where he was for a time employed as clerk
in the Land Office. He afterwards served as
Secretary of the Senate (1822-23). That he was a
man of education and high intelligence, as well
as a strong opponent of slavery, is shown by his
writings, in conjunction with Judge Samuel D.
Lockwood, George Churchill and others, in opposition to the scheme for securing the adoption of
a pro-slavery Constitution in Illinois in 1824. In
1825 he purchased from Hooper Warren "The
Edwardsville Spectator," which he edited for a
year or more, but soon after entered the ministry
of the Presbyterian Church and became an influential factor in building up that denomination in
Illinois.
He was also partly instrumental in
securing the location of Illinois College at Jacksonville.
He died at Pana, 111., April 13, 1869.
Gen. Charles E. Lippincott, State Auditor
(1869-77), was a son of the subject of this sketch.
LIQUOR LAWS. In the early history of the
State, the question of the regulation of the sale of
intoxicants was virtually relegated to the control
of the local authorities, who granted license, collected fees, and fixed the tariff of charges.
As
early as 1851, however, the General Assembly,
with a view to mitigating what it was felt had
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enacted a law popularly
it was hoped,
would do away with the indiscriminate sale of
liquor by the glass. The law failed to meet the
expectation of its framers and supporters, and, in
1855, a prohibitory law was submitted to the electSince that
ors, which was rejected at the polls.
date a general license system has prevailed, except
in certain towns and cities where prohibitory
ordinances were adopted. The regulations governing the traffic, therefore, have been widely

become a growing

known

evil,

as the "quart law," which,

variant in different localities. The Legislature,
however, has always possessed the same constitutional power to regulate the sale of intoxicants,
as aconite, henbane, strychnine, or other poisons.
1879 the Woman's Christian Temperance
Union began the agitation of the license question
from a new standpoint. In March of that year, a
delegation of Illinois women, headed by Miss

In

Frances E. Willard, presented to the Legislature
a monster petition, signed by 80,000 voters and
100,000 women, praying for the amendment of
the State Constitution, so as to give females above
the age of 21 the right to vote upon the granting

LITCHFIELD, the principal city of Montgomery County, at the intersection of Cincinnati,
Chicago & St. Louis, the Wabash and the Illinois
Central, with three other short-line railways, 43
miles south of Springfield and 47 miles northeast
Louis. The surrounding country is ferundulating prairie, in which are found coal,
oil and natural gas.
A coal mine is operated
within the corporate limits. Grain is extensively

of St.
tile,

raised,

and Litchfield

lias

several elevators, flour-

ing mills, a can factory, briquette works, etc.
The output of the "manufacturing establishments
also includes foundry and machine shop products, brick and tile, brooms, ginger ale and cider.
The city is lighted by both gas and electricity,
and has a Holly water-works system, a public
library and public parks, two banks, twelve
churches, high and graded schools, and an Ursuline convent, a
Catholic hospital, and two
monthly, two weekly, and two daily periodicals.
Population (1890), 5,811; (1900), 5,918; (1903,
est

),

7,000.

LITCHFIELD, CARROLLTON & WESTERN

RAILROAD,

a line which extends from Colum-

of licenses in the localities of their residences.
Miss Willard and Mrs. J. Ellen Foster, of Iowa,

biana, on the Illinois River, to Barnett,

addressed the House in its favor, and Miss
Willard spoke to the Senate on the same lines.
The measure was defeated in the House by a vote
of fifty-five to fifty-three, and the Senate took no
action.
In 1881 the same bill was introduced
anew, but again failed of passage. Nevertheless,

with

was not without its results.
In 1883 the Legislature enacted what is generally
termed the "High License Law," by the provisions of which a minimum license of §500 per
annum was imposed for the sale of alcoholic
drinks, and §150 for malt liquors, with the
authority on the part of municipalities to impose
a still higher rate by ordinance. This measure
was made largely a partisan issue, the Republicans voting almost solidly for it, and the Democrats almost solidly opposing it. The bill was
promptly signed by Governor Hamilton. The
liquor laws of Illinois, therefore, at the present
time are based upon local option, high license and
local supervision.
The criminal code of the State
contains the customary provisions respecting the
sale of stimulants to minors and other prohibited
parties, or at forbidden times, but, in the larger
cities, many of the provisions of the State law
are rendered practically inoperative by the
municipal ordinances, or absolutely nullified by
the indifference or studied neglect of the local
persistent agitation

officials.

miles

;

is

111.,

51.5

of standard gauge, the track being laid

fifty-six

pound

steel rails.

It

was opened
from 1883

for business, in three different sections,

and for three years was operated in conwith the Jacksonville Southeastern
Railway. In May, 1890, the latter was sold under
foreclosure, and, in November, 1893, the Litchfield,
Carrollton & Western reverted to the
former owners. Six months later it passed into
the hands of a receiver, by whom (up to 1898) it
has since been operated.
The general offices

to 1887,
nection

are at Carlinville

LITTLE, George, merchant and banker, was
born in Columbia, Pa., in 1808; came to Rushville, 111., in 1836, embarking in the mercantile
business, which he prosecuted sixty years.
In
1865 he established the Bank of Rushville, of
which he was President, in these two branches of
business amassing a large fortune. Died, March
5,

1896.

LITTLE VERMILION RIVER

rises in Vermilion Count}-, 111., and flows eastwardly into
Indiana, emptj-ing into the Wabash in Vermilion

County, Ind.

LITTLE WABASH RIVER, rises in Effingham
and Cumberland Counties, flows east and south
through Clay, Wayne and White, and enters the
Wabash River about
the latter.
miles.

Its

8 miles above the mouth of
estimated length is about 180
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LITTLER, David T., lawyer and State Senator,
was born at Clifton, Greene County, Ohio, Feb.
7, 1836; was educated in the common schools in
his native State and, at twenty-one, removed to
Lincoln, 111., where he worked at the carpenter's
trade for two years, meanwhile studying law. He
was admitted to the bar in 1860, soon after was
elected a Justice of the Peace, and later appointed
Master in Chancery. In 1866 he was appointed
by President Johnson Collector of Internal
Revenue for the Eighth District, but resigned in
1868, removing to Springfield the same year,
where he entered into partnership with the late
Henry S. Greene, Milton Hay being admitted to
the firm soon after, the partnership continuing
1881.
In 1882 Mr. Littler was elected
Representative in the Thirty-fourth General

cipal streams.

Coal underlies the entire county,

and shafts are

in successful operation at various

It is one of the chief agricultural counthe State, the yield of oats and corn being
large.
Stock-raising is also extensively carried

points.
ties of

The development of the county really dates
from the opening of the Chicago & Alton Railroad in 1854, since which date it has been crossed
by numerous other lines. Pontiac, the countyseat, is situated on the Vermilion, is a railroad
center and the site of the State Reform School.
Its population in 1890 was 2,784.
D wight has
attained a wide reputation as the seat of the
parent "Keeley" Institute for the cure of the

on.

liquor habit.

LOCKPORT, a

until

Assembly from Sangamon County, was re-elected
in 1886, and returned to the Senate in 1894, serving in the latter body four years. In both Houses
Mr. Littler took a specially prominent part in
legislation on the revenue question.
LIVERMORE, Mary Ashton, reformer and philanthropist, was born (Mary Ashton Rice) in
Boston, Mass., Dec. 19, 1821; taught for a time in
a female seminary in Charlestown, and spent two
years as a governess in Southern Virginia later
;

married Rev. Daniel P. Livermore, a Universalist

who held pastorates at various places in
Massachusetts and at Quincy, 111., becoming
editor of "The New Covenant" at Chicago, in
During this time Mrs. Livermore wrote
1857.
much for denominational papers and in assisting
her husband; in 1862 was appointed an agent,
and traveled extensively in the interest of the
United States Sanitary Commission, visiting
hospitals and camps in the Mississippi Valley;
also took a prominent part in the great Northwestern Sanitary Fair at Chicago in 1863. Of
late years she has labored and lectured extensively in the interest of woman suffrage and temperance, besides being the author of several
volumes, one of these being "Pen Pictures of
minister,

Her home is in Boston.
(1865).
LIVINGSTON COUNTY, situated about midway between Chicago and Springfield. The surChicago"

is rolling toward the east, but is level in the
west; area, 1,026 square miles; population (1900),
It was
42,035, named for Edward Livingston.
organized in 1837, the first Commissioners being
Robert Breckenridge, Jonathan Moon and Daniel
Rockwood. Pontiac was selected as the countyseat, the proprietors donating ample lands and
$3,000 in cash for the ejection of public buildings.
Vermilion River and Indian Creek are the prin-

face
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1837

village in Will County, laid out

and incorporated

in 1853; situated 33
miles southwest of Chicago, on the Des Plaines
River, the Illinois & Michigan Canal, the Atchi-

in

Topeka & Santa Fe and the Chicago & Alton
The surrounding region is agricultural; limestone is extensively quarried.
Manuson,

Railroads.

factures are flour, oatmeal, brass goods, paper

and strawboard. It has ten churches, a public
and high school, parochial schools, a bank, gas
plant, electric car lines, and one weekly paper.
The controlling works of the Chicago Drainage
Canal and offices of the Illinois & Michigan Canal
are

located

here.

Population

(1890),

2,449;

(1900), 2,659.

Drake, jurist, was bom
Westchester County, N. Y.
1789; left fatherless at the age of ten,

LOCKWOOD, Samuel
at

Poundridge,

August

2,

few months at a private school in New
went to live with an uncle (Francis
Drake) at Waterford, N. Y., with whom he

after a

Jersey, he

studied law, being admitted to the bar at Batavia,
N. Y., in 1811. In 1813 he removed to Auburn,
and later became Master in Chancery. In 1818

he descended the Ohio River upon a flat-boat in
company with William H. Brown, afterwards of
Chicago, and walking across the country from
Shawneetown, arrived at Kaskaskia in December, but finally settled at Carmi, where he
remained a year. In 1821 he was elected Attorney-General of the State, but resigned the following year to accept the position of Secretary of
State, to which he was appointed by Governor
Coles, and which he filled only three months,
when President Monroe made him Receiver of
Public Moneys at Edwardsville. About the same
time he was also appointed agent of the First
Board of Canal Commissioners. The Legislature
of 1824-25 elected him Judge of the Supreme
Court, his service extending until the adoption
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which he assisted in
framing as a Delegate from Morgan County. In
1851 he was made State Trustee of the Illinois
Central Railroad, which office he held until his
death. He was always an uncompromising
antagonist of slavery and a leading supporter of
Governor Coles in opposition to the plan to secure
a pro-slavery Constitution in 1824. His personal
and political integrity was recognized by all
parties.
From 1828 to 1853 Judge Lockwood was
a citizen of Jacksonville, where he proved himself an efficient friend and patron of Illinois College, serving for over a quarter of a century as
one of its Trustees, and was also influential in
of the Constitution of 1848,

securing several of the State charitable instituHis later years were spent at
tions there.
Batavia, where he died, April 23, 1874, in the 85th
year of his age.
LODA, a village of Iroquois County, on the
Chicago Division of the Illinois Central Railway,
4 miles north of Paxton. The region is agricultural, and the town has considerable local trade.
It also has a bank and one weekly paper.
Population (1880), 635; (1890), 598; (1900), 668.
LOGAN, Cornelius Ambrose, physician and
diplomatist, born at Deerfield, Mass., August 6,
1836, the son of a dramatist of the same name
was educated at Auburn Academy and served as
Medical Superintendent of St. John's Hospital,
Cincinnati, and, later, as Professor in the HosIn 1873 he was
pital at Leavenworth, Kan.
appointed United States Minister to Chili, afterwards served as Minister to Guatemala, and again

(1881) as Minister to Chili,

He was

remaining until 1883.
"The Medical

for twelve years editor of

Herald," Leavenworth, Kan., and edited the
his relative, Gen. John A. Logan (1886),
besides contributing to foreign medical publications and publishing two or three volumes on
medical and sanitary questions. Resides in
Chicago.
LOGAN, John, physician and soldier, was born
in Hamilton County, Ohio, Dec. 30, 1809; at six
years of age was taken to Missouri, his family
settling near the Grand Tower among the Shawnee and Delaware Indians. He began business
as clerk in a New Orleans commission house, but
returning to Illinois in 1830, engaged in the
blacksmith trade for two years in 1831 enlisted
in the Ninth Regiment Illinois Militia and took
part in the Indian troubles of that year and the
Black Hawk War of 1832, later being Colonel of
the Forty-fourth Regiment State Militia. At the
close of the Black Hawk War he settled in
Carlinville, and having graduated in medicine,

works of

;

engaged in practice in that place until 1861. At
the beginning of the war he raised a company
for the Seventh Illinois Volunteers, but the quota
being already full, it was not accepted. He was
commissioned Colonel of the Thirtysecond Illinois Volunteers, and reported to General Grant at Cairo, in January, 1862, a few weeks
later taking part in the battles of Forts Henry
and Donelson. Subsequently he had command
of the Fourth Division of the Army of the Tennessee under General Hurlbut. His regiment
lost heavily at the battle of Shiloh, he himself
being severely wounded and compelled to leave
the field. In December, 1864, he was discharged
with the brevet rank of Brigadier-General. In
1866 Colonel Logan was appointed by President
Johnson United States Marshal for the Southern
District of Illinois, serving until 1870, when he
resumed the practice of his profession at Carlinville.
Originally a Democrat, he became a
Republican on the organization of that party,
serving as a delegate to the first Republican State
Convention at Bloomington in 1856. He was a
man of strong personal characteristics and an
earnest patriot. Died at his home at Carlinville,
finally

August

24, 1885.

LOGAN, John Alexander,

soldier and statesman, was born at old Brownsville, the original
county-seat of Jackson County, 111., Feb. 9, 1826,
the son of Dr. John Logan, a native of Ireland
and an early immigrant into Illinois, where he
attained prominence as a public man. Young
Logan volunteered as a private in the Mexican
War, but was soon promoted to a lieutenancy,
and afterwards became Quartermaster of his
regiment. He was elected Clerk of Jackson
County in 1849, but resigned the office to prosecute his law studies. Having graduated from
Louisville University in 1851, he entered into
partnership with his uncle, Alexander M. Jenkins was elected to the Legislature as a Democrat
in 1852, and again in 1856, having been Prosecuting Attorney in the interim. He was chosen a
Presidential Elector on the Democratic ticket in
1856, was elected to Congress in 1858, and again
in 1860, as a Douglas Democrat. During the
special session of Congress in 1861, he left his
seat, and fought in the ranks at Bull Run.
In
;

September, 1861, he organized the Thirty-first

Regiment Illinois Infantry, and was commissioned by Governor Yates its Colonel. His military career was brilliant, and he rapidly rose to
be Major-General. President Johnson tendered
him the mission to Mexico, which he declined.
In 1866 he was elected as a Republican to Con-
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the State-at-large, and acted as one of
the managers in the impeachment trial of the
President; was twice re-elected and, in 1871, was
chosen United States Senator, as he was again in
1879.
In 1884 he was an unsuccessful candidate
for the Presidential nomination at the Republican
Convention in Chicago, but was finally placed on
the ticket for the Vice-Presidency with James G.
Blaine, the ticket being defeated in November
following. In 1885 he was again elected Senator,
but died during his term at Washington, Dec. 26,
1886.
General Logan was the author of "The
Great Conspiracy" and of "The Volunteer Soldier
of America." In 1897 an equestrian statue was
erected to his memory on the Lake Front Park in
Chicago.
LOGAN, Stephen Trigg, eminent Illinois jurist,
was born in Franklin County, Ky., Feb. 24, 1800;
egress for

.

studied law at Glasgow, Ky. and was admitted
After
to the bar before attaining his majority.
practicing in his native State some ten years, in
,
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in 1847, a change was made to Mount Pulaski,
and, later, to Lincoln, which is the present capital.

Population

(1890), 25,489; (1900), 28,680.

LOMBARD, a village of Dupage County, on the
Chicago & Great Western and the Chicago &
Northwestern Railways.

Population

(1880), 378;

(1890), 515; (1900), 590.

LOMBARD UNIVERSITY,

an institution at

Galesburg under control of the Universalist
denomination, founded in 1851. It has preparatory, collegiate and theological departments.
The collegiate department includes both classical
and scientific courses, with a specially arranged

women, who connumber of students. The
University has an endowment of §200,000, and
owns additional property, real and personal, of
course of three years for young

stitute nearly half the

the value of 8100,000. In 1898 it reported a faculty of thirteen professors, with an attendance of
191 students.

LONDON MILLS,

a village and railway station
on the Fulton Narrow Gauge

1832 he emigrated to Illinois, settling in Sanga-

of Fulton County,

mon

County, one year later opening an office at
In 1835 he was elevated to the
bench of the First Judicial Circuit resigned two
years later, was re -commissioned in 1839, but
again resigned.
In 1842, and again in 1844
and 1846, he was elected to the General Assembly; also served as a member of the ConstiBetween 1841
tutional Convention of 1847.
and 1844 he was a partner of Abraham Lincoln.
In 1854 he was again chosen a member
of the lower house of the Legislature, was
a delegate to the Republican National Conven-

and Iowa Central Railroads, 19 miles southeast
of Galesburg.
The district is agricultural; the
town has two banks and a weekly newspaper;

1860, and, in 1861, was commissioned
by Governor Yates to represent Illinois in the
Peace Conference, which assembled in Washington. Soon afterward he retired to private
life.
As an advocate his ability was widely

brevet rank of Major. From 1818 to 1823 he had
charge of explorations between the Mississippi
River and the Rocky Mountains, and, in 1823-24,
One of the
to the sources of the Mississippi.
highest peaks of the Rocky Mountains was named
in his honor.
Between 1827 and 1830 he was
employed as a civil engineer on the Baltimore &
Ohio Railroad, and from 1837 to 1840, as Engineerin-Chief of the Western & Atlantic Railroad, in
Georgia, where he introduced a system of curves
and a new kind of truss bridge afterwards generOn the organization of the Topoally adopted.
graphical Engineers as a separate corps in 1838,
he became Major of that body, and, in 1861, chief,
with the rank of Colonel. An account of his
first expedition to the Rocky Mountains (1819-20)
by Dr. Edwin James, was published in 1823, and
the following year appeared "Long's Expedition
to the Source of St. Peter's River, Lake of the

Springfield.

;

tion in

Died at Springfield, July 17, 1880.
in the central part
of the State, and having an area of about 620

recognized.

LOGAN COUNTY, situated

square miles. Its surface is chiefly a level or
moderately undulating prairie, with some high
ridges, as at Elkhart.
Its soil is extremely fertile
and well drained by numerous creeks. Coalmining is successfully carried on. The other
staple products are corn, wheat, oats, hay, cattle

and pork. Settlers began to locate in 1819-22,
and the county was organized in 1839, being
originally cut off from Sangamon. In 1840 a
portion of Tazewell was added and, in 1845, a
part of De Witt County. It was named in honor
of Dr. John Logan, father of Senator John A.
Logan. Postville was the first county-seat, but,

mined.

Pop. (1900), 528.
civil engineer, was
born in Hopkinton, N. H., Dec. 30, 1784; graduated at Dartmouth College in 1809, and, after

fine brick clay

is

LONG, Stephen Harriman,

teaching some years, entered the United States
Army in December, 1814, as a Lieutenant in the
Corps of Engineers, acting as Assistant Professor
of Mathematics at

West Point;

in 1816

was

trans-

ferred to the Topographical Engineers with the

Woods, Etc." He was a member of the American Philosophical Society and the author of the
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original treatise on railroad building ever
published in this country, under the title of
"Railroad Manual" (1829). During the latter
days of his life his home was at Alton, 111. where
first

,

he died, Sept.

4,

1864.

Though

retired

from

active service in June, 1863, he continued in the
discharge of important duties up to his death.
LONGENECKER, Joel M., lawyer, was born in

Crawford County, 111., June 12, 1847; before
reaching his eighteenth year he enlisted in the
Fifth Illinois Cavalry, serving until the close of the
war. After attending the high school at Robinson
and teaching for some time, he began the study
of law and was admitted to the bar at Olney in
1870 served two years as City Attorney and four
(1877-81) as Prosecuting Attorney, in the latter
year removing to Chicago. Here, in 1884, he became the assistant of Luther Laflin Mills in the
office of Prosecuting Attorney of Cook County,
retaining that position with Mr. Mills' successor,
Judge Grinnell. On the promotion of the latter
to the bench, in 1886, Mr. Longenecker succeeded
to the office of Prosecuting Attorney, continuing
;

in that position until 1892.

While

in this office

he conducted a large number of important criminal cases, the most important, perhaps, being the
trial of the murderers of Dr. Cronin, in which he
gained a wide reputation for skill and ability as
a prosecutor in criminal cases.
LOOMIS, (Rev.) Hubbell, clergyman and educator, was born in Colchester, Conn., May 31,
1775 prepared for college in the common schools
;

and at
finally

Academy, in his native
graduating at Union College, N.
Plainfield

State,

several years,

and

later

by

books in literary and scientific pursuits. Died at
Upper Alton, Dec. 15, 1872, at the advanced age

assisting, in 1835, to

secure the charter of the college in which the
seminary was merged. His name stood first on

— A son of his — Prof. lias
—an eminent mathematician and natural-

of nearly 98 years.

Loomis

P.

was the author of "Loomis' Algebra" and
other scientific text-books, in extensive use in the
colleges of the country.
He held professorships
in various institutions at different times, the last
being that of Natural Philosophy and Astronomy
in Yale College, from 1860 up to his death in 1889.
LORIMER, William, Member of Congress, was
born in Manchester, England, of Scotch parentage, April 27, 1861; came with his parents to
America at five years of age, and, after spending
some years in Michigan and Ohio, came to. Chicago in 1870, where he entered a private school.
Having lost his father by death at twelve years
of age, he became an apprentice in the sign-painting business; was afterwards an employe on a
street-railroad, finally engaging in the real-estate
business and serving as an appointee of Mayor
Roche and Mayor Washburne in the city water
department. In 1892 he was the Republican
nominee for Clerk of the Superior Court, but was
defeated.
Two years later he was elected to the
Fifty- fourth Congress from the Second Illinois
District, and re-elected in 1896, as he was again
ist,

in 1898.

His plurality in 1896 amounted to 26,736

votes.

LOUISVILLE,

Y., in

— having

supported himself during a considerable part of his educational course by
manual labor and teaching. He subsequently
studied theology, and, for twenty-four years,
served as pastor of a Congregational church at
Willington, Conn., meanwhile fitting a number
of young men for college, including among them
Dr. Jared Sparks, afterwards President of Harvard College and author of numerous historical
works. About 1829 his views on the subject of
baptism underwent a change, resulting in his
uniting himself with the Baptist Church. Coming to Illinois soon after, he spent some time at
Kaskaskia and Edwardsville, and, in 1832, located
at Upper Alton, where he became a prominent
factor in laying the foundation of Shurtleff College, first by the establishment of the Baptist
Seminary, of which he was the Principal for
1799

the list of Trustees of the new institution, and,
in proportion to his means, he was a liberal contributor to its support in the period of its infancy.
The latter years of his life were spent among his

the county-seat of Clay County
Wabash River and on the

situated on the Little

the Baltimore & Ohio
It is 100 miles southsoutheast of Springfield and 7 miles north of
Flora; has a courthouse, three churches, a high
school, a savings bank and two weekly newsPopulation (1890). 637; (1900) 646.
papers.
Springfield

Division of

Southwestern Railroad.

LOUISVILLE, EVANSYILLE &

NEW

AL-

BANY RAILROAD.

&

(See Louisville, Evansville
St. Louis (Consolidated) Railroad.)

LOUISVILLE, EVANSYILLE & ST. LOUIS
(Consolidated)
entire line

is

RAILROAD. The
358.55 miles, of

length of this

which nearly 150

Illinois.
It crosses the State
Louis to Mount Carmel, on the
Wabash River. Within Illinois the system uses
a single track of standard gauge, laid with steel
The grades are usually
rails on white-oak ties.
light, although, as the line leaves the Mississippi
bottom, the gradient is about two per cent or
The total capitalization
105.6 feet per mile.

miles are operated in

from East

St.
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(1898)

was

$18,236,246, of

which

$4,247,909

—

was

in

(History.) The
stock and 810,568,350 in bonds.
original corporation was organized in both Indiana and Illinois in 1869, and the Illinois section of
ihe line opened from

Mount Carmel to Albion (18
The Indiana division

miles) in January, 1873.

was

sold

ville,

under foreclosure in 1876 to the LouisSt. Louis Railway Com-

New Albany &

pany, while the Illinois division was reorganized
in 1878 under the name of the St. Louis, Mount

Albany Railroad. A few months
were consolidated under
the name of the former. In 1881 this line was
Carmel

& New

later the

two

divisions

again consolidated with the Evansville, Rockport
& Eastern Railroad (of Indiana), taking the name
of the Louisville, Evansville & St. Louis Railroad.
In 1889, by a still further consolidation, it
absorbed several short lines in Indiana and Illinois those in the latter State being the Illinois
& St. Louis Railroad and Coal Company, the
Belleville, Centralia & Eastern (projected from

—

Mount Vernon) and the Venice &
Carondelet the new organization assuming the
present name Louisville, Evansville & St. Louis
Belleville to

—

—

LOUISVILLE & NASHVILLE RAILROAD,

a

operating an extensive system of
railroads, chiefly south of the Ohio River and
extending through Kentucky and Tennessee
The portion of the line in Illinois
into Indiana.
(known as the St. Louis, Evansville & Nashville
line) extends from East St. Louis to the Wabash
corporation

White County (133.64 miles), with
branches from Belleville to O'Fallon (6.07 miles),
and from McLeansboro to Shawneetown (40.7
miles)—total, 180.41 miles. The Illinois Division, though virtually owned by the operating
line, is formally leased from the Southeast & St.
Louis Railway Company, whose corporate existence is merely nominal. The latter company
in

the property after foreclosure
and leased it in perpetuity to
the Louisville & Nashville Company. The total
earnings and income of the leased line in Illinois,
for 1898, were $1,052,789, and the total expendi-

acquired
in

title to

November,

1880,

tures (including $47,198 taxes)

were

$657,125.

LOUISVILLE & ST. LOUIS RAILWAY.

& St.

(See

Louis Railway.
LOVEJOY, Elijah Parish, minister and antislavery journalist, was born at Albion, Maine,
Nov. 9, 1802 the son of a Congregational minister.
He graduated at Waterville College in 1826,
came west and taught school in St. Louis in
1827, and became editor of a Whig paper there in
1829.
Later, he studied theology at Princeton

Jacksonville

—

and was licensed as a Presbyterian minister in
1833.
Returning to St. Louis, he started "The
Observer" a religious weekly, which condemned
slave-holding.
Threats of violence from the
pro-slavery party induced him to remove his
paper, presses, etc., to Alton, in July, 1836. Three
times within twelve months his plant was destroyed by a mob. A fourth press having been

—

procured, a

number

of his friends agreed to pro-

from destruction in the warehouse where
it was stored.
On the evening of Nov. 7, 1837, a
mob, having assembled about the building, sent
one of their number to the roof to set it on fire.
Lovejoy, with two of his friends, stepped outside
to reconnoiter, when he was shot down by parties
in ambush, breathing his last a few minutes
later.
His death did much to strengthen the
anti-slavery sentiment north of Mason and
tect

it

Dixon's line. His party regarded him as a
martyr, and his death was made the text for
many impassioned and effective appeals in opposition to

an institution which employed moboc-

racy and murder in its efforts to suppress free
discussion.
(See Alton Riots.)

LOVEJOY, Owen, clergyman and Congressman,

(Consolidated) Railroad.

River,
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was born

at Albion, Maine, Jan. 6, 1811.
Being
the son of a clergyman of small means, he was
thrown upon his own resources, but secured a
collegiate education, graduating at
Bowdoin
College.
In 1836 he removed to Alton, 111., joining his brother, Elijah Parish Lovejoy, who was

conducting an anti-slavery and religious journal
and whose assassination by a pro-slavery
mob he witnessed the following year. (See Alton
Riots and Elijah P. Lovejoy. )
This tragedy
induced him to devote his life to a crusade
against slavery. Having previously begun the
study of theology, he was oi'dained to the minis-

there,

and officiated for several years as pastor of a
Congregational church at Princeton. In 1847 he
was an unsuccessful candidate for the Constitutional Convention on the "Liberty" ticket, but, in
1854, was elected to the Legislature upon that
issue, and earnestly supported Abraham Lincoln
for United States Senator.
Upon his election to
the Legislature he resigned his pastorate at
Princeton, his congregation presenting him with
a solid silver service in token of their esteem. In
1856 he was elected a Representative in Congress
by a majority of 7,000, and was re-elected for
three successive terms. As an orator he had few
equals in the State, while his courage in the
support of his principles was indomitable. In
the campaigns of 1856, '58 and '60 he rendered
valuable service to the Republican party, as he

try
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did later in upholding the cause of the Union in
Congress. He died in Brooklyn, N. Y., March 25,
1864.

LOVINGTOtf, a village of Moultrie County, on
the Terre Haute-Peoria branch of the Vandalia
Line and the Bernent& Altamont Division of the
"Wabash Railway, 23 miles southeast of Decatur.
The town has two banks, a newspaper, waterworks, electric lights, telephones and volunteer
fire

Pop. (1890), 767; (1900), 815.
Reuben, physician and author,
born at Camden, N. J., Oct. 11, 1831, the son

department.

LUDLAM,
was

(Dr.)

death of President C. S. Smith, was chosen
President of the institution. Died suddenly from
heart disease, while preparing to perform a surgical operation on a patient in the Hahnemann
Medical College, April 29, 1899.

LUJJDY, Benjamin, early anti-slavery journalwas born in New Jersey of Quaker parentage at 19 worked as a saddler at Wheeling,
Va., where he first gained a practical knowledge
ist,

;

of the institution of -slavery;

business at

where, in

Mount Pleasant and

later

carried on

St. Clairsville, O.,

he organized an anti-slavery
under the name of the "Union

1815,

of Dr. Jacob Watson Ludlam, an eminent physician who, in his later years, became a resident

association

of Evanston, 111. The younger Ludlam, having
taken a course in an academy at Bridgeton,
N. J., at sixteen years of age entered upon the
study of medicine with his father, followed by a

articles to

test over the

course of lectures at the University of Pennsylvania, where he graduated, in 1852. Having
removed to Chicago the following year, he soon

Mount Pleasant, in 1821, he began the
issue of "The Genius of Universal Emancipation,"
a monthly, which he soon removed to Jonesbor-

an investigation of the homoeopathic
system of medicine, which resulted in its adoption, and, a few years later, had acquired such
prominence that, in 1859, he was appointed Professor of Physiology and Pathology in the newly
•established Hahnemann Medical College in the
city of Chicago, with which he continued to be

ough, Tenn., and finally to Baltimore in 1824,
when it became a weekly. Mr. Lundy's trend
towards colonization is shown in the fact that he
made two visits (1825 and 1829) to Hayti, with a
view to promoting the colonization of emancipated slaves in that island. "Visiting the East in
1828, he made the acquaintance of William Lloyd
Garrison, who became a convert to his views and
a firm ally.
The following winter he was assaulted by a slave-dealer in Baltimore and nearly
killed soon after removed Lis paper to Washington and, later, to Philadelphia, where it took the
name of "The National Enquirer," being finally

after began

connected for nearly forty years. Besides serving
as Secretary of the institution at its inception, he
had, as early as 1854, taken a position as one of the
editors of "The Chicago Homoeopath," later
being editorially associated with "The North
American Journal of Homoeopathy, " published in
New York City, and "The United States Medical
.and Surgical Journal" of Chicago. He also
served as President of numerous medical associations, and, in 1877, was appointed by Governor
Cullom a member of the State Board of Health,
serving, by two subsequent reappointments, for a

period of fifteen years. In addition to his labors
as a lecturer and practitioner, Dr. Ludlam was
one of the most prolific authors on professional
lines in the city of Chicago, besides numerous
monographs on special topics, having produced a
"Course of Clinical Lectures on Diphtheria"
(1863); "Clinical and Didactic Lectures on the
Diseases of "Women" (1871), and a translation
from the French of "Lectures on Clinical Medicine" (1880). The second work mentioned is
recognized as a valuable text-book, and has
passed through seven or eight editions. A few
years after his first connection with the Hahnemann Medical College, Dr. Ludlam became Processor of Obstetrics and Gynecology, and, on the

Humane
lished

Society,

at

'
'

also contributing anti-slavery

"The Philanthropist," a paper pubMount Pleasant. Removing to St.

Louis, in 1819, he took a deep interest in the con-

Again

admission of Missouri as a slave State.

at

;

merged

into

"The Pennsylvania Freeman." In
was burned by the pro -slavery

1838 his property

mob which

fired Pennsylvania Hall, and, in the
following winter, he removed to Lowell, La Salle
Co., 111., with a view to reviving his paper there,
but the design was frustrated by his early death,
which occurred August 22, 1839.
The paper,
however, was revived by Zebina Eastman under
the nameof "The Geniusof Liberty, " but was removed to Chicago, in 1842, and issued under the

name

of

"The Western

Citizen."

(See Eastman,

Zebina.

LUNT,

Orrington, capitalist and philanthroin Bowdoinham, Maine, Dec. 24,
1815; came to Chicago in 1842, and engaged in
the grain commission business, becoming a member of the Board of Trade at its organization.
Later, he became interested in real estate operations, fire and life insurance and in railway
enterprises, being one of the early promoters of
the Chicago & Galena Union, now a part of the
pist,

was born
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Northwestern Railroad. He also took
municipal affairs, and, during
the War, was an efficient member of the "War
Finance Committee." A liberal patron of all
moral and benevolent enterprises, as shown by
his cooperation with the "Relief and Aid Society" after the fire of 1871, and his generous benefactions to the Young Men's Christian Association
and feeble churches, his most efficient service

Chicago

-an active part in

was rendered to the cause of education as represented in the Northwestern University, of which
he was a Trustee from its organization, and much
To his noble
•of the time an executive officer.
benefaction the institution owes its splendid
library building, erected some years ago at a
In the future history of Chicost of $100,000.

name will stand beside that of
Young Scammon, Walter L. Newberry, John

cago, Mr. Lunt's
J.

Crerar,

and others of

Died, at his

home

LUSK, John
Carolina, Nov.

its

most

T., pioneer,
7,

liberal benefactors.

in Evanston, April

5,
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Central and Wartburg Synods of the
General Synod; the Illinois-Missouri District of
the Synodical Conference; the Synod for the
Norwegian Evangelical Church; the SwedishAugustana, and the Indiana Synod of the General
Council. To illustrate the large proportion of the
foreign element in this denomination, reference
may be made to the fact that, of sixty-three
Lutheran churches in Chicago, only four use the
English language. Of the remainder, thirtyseven make use of the German, ten Swedish, nine
Norwegian and three Danish. The whole numern,

ber of communicants in the State, in 1892, was
estimated at 90,000. The General Synod sustains
a German Theological Seminary in Chicago.
(See also Religious Denominations.
LYONS, a village of Cook County, 12 miles
southwest of Chicago. Population (1880), 486;
(1890), 732; (1900), 951

1897.

was born in South
Kentucky in

1784; brought to

1791 by his father (James Lusk), who established
a ferry across the Ohio, opposite the present town
Lusk's Creek,
of Golconda, in Pope County, 111.
which empties into the Ohio in that vicinity,
took its name from this family. In 1805 the subject of this sketch came to Madison County, 111.
and settled near Edwardsville. During the War
of 1812-14 he was engaged in the service as a
When Edwardsville began its
"Ranger."
growth, he moved into the town and erected a
house of hewn logs, a story and a half high and

containing three rooms, which became the first
hotel in the town and a place of considerable
Mr. Lusk held, at different
historical note.
periods, the positions of Deputy Circuit Clerk,
County Clerk, Recorder and Postmaster, dying,
Dec. 22, 1857.
LUTHERANS, The. While this sect in Illinois, as elsewhere, is divided into many branches,
it is a unit in accepting the Bible as the only infallible rule of faith, in the use of Luther's small
Catechism in instruction of the young, in the
practice of infant baptism and confirmation at
an early age, and in acceptance of the Augsburg
Confession. Services are conducted, in various
sections of the country, in not less than twelve
The number of Lutheran
different languages.
ministers in Illinois exceeds 400, who preach
in the English, German, Danish, Swedish, FinThe churches
nish and Hungarian tongues.
over which they preside recognize allegiance
to eight distinct ecclesiastical bodies, denominated synods, as follows: The Northern, South-

MACALISTER & STEBBINS BONDS,

the
indebtedness
incurred in the year 1841, through the hypothecation, by John D.Whiteside (then Fund Commissioner of the State of Illinois), with Messrs.
Macalister & Stebbins, brokers of New York

name given

to a

class of

State

City, of 804 interest-bearing bonds of $1,000 each,
payable in 1865, upon which the said Macalister
& Stebbins advanced to the State $261,560.83.
This was done with the understanding that the
firm would make further advances sufficient to
increase the aggregate to forty per cent of the
face value of the bonds, but upon which no
further advances were actually made. In addition to these, there were deposited with the same
firm, within the next few months, with a like
understanding, internal improvement bonds and
State scrip amounting to $109,215.44 making the
aggregate of State securities in their hands $913,215.44, upon which the State had received only
the amount already named being 28.64 per cent
of the face value of such indebtedness. Attempts
having been made by the holders of these bonds
(with whom they had been hypothecated by
Macalister & Stebbins), to secure settlement on
their par face value, the matter became the subject of repeated legislative acts, the most important of which were passed in 1847 and 1849 both
reciting, in their respective preambles, the history
of the transaction. The last of these provided
for the issue to Macalister & Stebbins of new
bonds, payable in 1865, for the amount of princi-

—

—

—

sum actually advanced
and found to be due, conditioned upon the surrender, by them, of the original bonds and other
pal and interest of the
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evidences of indebtedness received by them in
This the actual holders refused to accept,
1841.
and brought the case before the Supreme Court
in an effort to compel the Governor (who was
then ex-officio Fund Commissioner) to recognize
the full face of their claim. This the Supreme
Court refused to do, on the ground that, the
executive being a co-ordinate branch of the Government, they had no authority over his official
In 1859 a partial refunding of these bonds,
acts.
to the amount of §114,000, was obtained from
Governor Bissell, who, being an invalid, was
probably but imperfectly acquainted with their
history and previous legislation on the subject.
Representations made to him led to a suspension
of the proceeding, and, as the bonds were not
transferable except on the books of the Funding
Agency in the office of the State Auditor, they

were treated as illegal and void, and were ultimately surrendered by the holders on the basis
originally fixed, without loss to the State. In
1865 an additional act was passed requiring the
presentation, for payment, of the portion of the
original bonds still outstanding, on pain of forfeiture, and this was finally done.
MACK, Alonzo TV., legislator, was born at Moretown, Vt., in 1822; at 16 years of age settled at
Kalamazoo, Mich. later began the study of medicine and graduated at Laporte, Ind., in 1844.
Then, having removed to Kankakee, 111., he
adopted the practice of law in 1858 was elected
Representative, and, in 1860 and '64, to the
Senate, serving through five continuous sessions
In 1862 he assisted in organizing the
(1858-68).
Seventy-sixth Regiment Illinois Volunteers, of
which he was commissioned Colonel, but resigned,
in January following, to take his seat in the
Senate. Colonel Mack, who was a zealous friend
of Governor Yates, was one of the leading spirits
in the establishment of "The Chicago Republican, " in May, 1865, and was its business manager the first year of its publication, but disagreeing
with the editor, Charles A. Dana, both finally
retired.
Colonel Mack then resumed the practice
of law in Chicago, dying there, Jan. 4, 1871.
MACKINAW, the first county-seat of Tazewell
County, at intersection of two railroad lines, 18
,

;

miles southeast of Peoria. The district is agricultural and stock-raising. There are manufactories of farm implements, pressed brick, harness,
wagons and carriages also a State bank and a
weekly paper. Population (1890), 545; (1900), 859.
MAC MILLAN, Thomas C, Clerk of United
States District Court, was born at Stranraer,
Scotland, Oct. 4, 1850; came with his parents, in
,

1857, to Chicago, where he graduated from the
High School and spent some time in the Chicago
University; in 1873 became a reporter on "The
Chicago Inter Ocean;" two years later accom-

panied an exploring expedition to the Black Hills
and, in 1875-76, represented that paper with
General Crook in the campaign against the Sioux.
After an extended tour in Europe, he assumed
charge of the "Curiosity Shop" department of
"The Inter Ocean," served on the Cook County
Board of Education and as a Director of the Chi
cago Public Library, besides eight years in the
General Assembly 1885-89 in the House and 188993 in the Senate. In January, 1896, Mr. MacMillan
was appointed Clerk of the United States District
Court at Chicago. He has been a Trustee of Illi-

—

nois College since 1886, and, in 1885, received the

honorary degree of A.M. from that institution.

MACOMB,

the

county-seat

of

McDonough

Count3 situated on the Chicago, Burlington &
Quincy Railroad, 59 miles northeast of Quincy,
39 miles southwest of Galesburg.
The principal
manufactures are sewer-pipes, drain-tile, pottery, and school-desk castings.
The city has
r

,

interurban electric car line, banks, nine churches,
high school and four newspapers; is the seat of

Western Illinois State Normal School, and Western Preparatory School and Business College.
Population (1800). 4 052; (1900), 5,375.

MACON,

a village in

Macon County, on the Illi-

nois Central Railroad, 10 miles south by west of

Decatur. Macon County is one of the most ferthe corn belt, and the city is an important
shipping-point for corn. It has wagon and cigar
factories, four churches, a graded school, and a
weekly paper. Population (1890). 819, (1900), 705.
MACON COUNTY, situated near the geographical center of the State.
The census of 1900 gave
its area as 580 square miles, and its population,
44,003.
It was organized in 1829, and named for
Nathaniel Macon, a revolutionary soldier and
statesman. The surface is chiefly level prairie,
although in parts there is a fair growth of timber.
The county is well drained by the Sangamon
River and its tributaries. The soil is that high
grade of fertility which one might expect in the
corn belt of the central portion of the State.
Besides corn, oats, rye and barley are extensively
cultivated, while potatoes, sorghum and wool are
among the products. Decatur is the county-seat
and principal city in the heart of a rich agricultural region.
Maroa, in the northern part of the
county, enjoys considerable local trade.
MACOUPIN COUNTY, a south-central county,
with an area of 864 square miles and a population
tile in

HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.
The word Macoupin is of
Of 42,256 in 1900.
Indian derivation, signifying ''white potato."
The county, originally a part of Madison, and
later of Greene,

was separately organized

in 1829,

under the supervision of Seth Hodges, William
Wilcox and Theodoras Davis. The first court
house (of logs) was erected in 1830. It contained
hut two rooms, and in pleasant weather juries
were wont to retire to a convenient grove to
deliberate upon their findings. The surface of
the county is level, with narrow belts of timber
following the course of the streams. The soil is
and both corn and wheat are extensively
raised.
While agriculture is the chief industry
in the south, stock-raising is successfully carried
on in the north. Carlinville is the county-seat
and Bunker Hill, Stanton, Virden and Girard the
other principal towns.
fertile,

MAC VEAGH,
and

Franklin,

merchant,

lawyer

was born on a farm in Chester
County, Pa., graduated from Yale University in
1862, and, two years later, from Columbia Law
School, New York. He was soon compelled to
abandon practice on account of ill-health, and
removed to Chicago, in September, 1865, where he
embarked in business as a wholesale grocer. In
1874 he was chosen President of the Volunteer
Citizens' Association, which inaugurated many
important municipal reforms. He was thereafter
politician,

repeatedly urged to accept other offices, among
them the mayorality, but persistently refused

when he accepted

a nomination for
United States Senator by a State Convention of
the Democratic Party. He made a thorough canvass of the State, but the Republicans having
gained control of the Legislature, he was
defeated. He is the head of one of the most
extensive wholesale grocery establishments in
the city of Chicago.
until 1894,

MADISON COUNTY, situated
division of the State,

in the southwest

and bordering on the Mis-

about 740 square miles.
is hilly along the Mississippi bluffs, but generally either level or only
slightly undulating in the interior.
The "American Bottom" occupies a strip of country along
the western border, four to six miles wide, as far
north as Alton, and is exceptionally fertile. The
county was organized in 1812, being the first
county set off from St. Clair County after the
organization of Illinois Territory, in 1809, and the
third within the Territory. It was named in
honor of James Madison, then President of the
United States. At that time it embraced substantially the whole of the northern part of the

sissippi River.

The surface

Its area is

of the county
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were steadily reduced by
The soil is fertile, corn,
wheat, oats, hay, and potatoes being raised and
exported in large quantities. Coal seams underlie the soil, and carboniferous limestone crops out
in the neighborhood of Alton.
American settlers
began first to arrive about 1800, the Judys, Gillhams and Whitesides being among the first, generally locating in the American Bottom, and
State,

but

excisions

its

until

limits

1843.

laying the foundation for the present county.
In the early history of the State, Madison County
was the home of a large number of prominent
men who exerted a large influence in shaping its

Among

these were Governor Edwards,
Judge Samuel D. Lockwood, and
many more whose names are intimately interwoven with State history. The county-seat is at
Edwardsville, and Alton is the principal city.
destiny.

Governor

Coles,

Population

(1890), 51,535; (1900), 64,694.

MAtrRUDER, Benjamin

I).,

Justice

of

the

Supreme Court, was born near Natchez, Miss.,
Sept. 27, 1838; graduated from Yale College in
1856, and, for three years thereafter, engaged in
teaching in his father's private academy at
Baton Rouge, La., and in reading law. In 1859
he graduated from the law department of the
University of Louisiana, and the same year
opened an office at Memphis, Tenn. At the outbreak of the Civil War, his sympathies being
strongly in favor of the Union, he came North,
and, after visiting relatives at New Haven,
Conn., settled at Chicago, in June, 1861. While
ever radically loyal, he refrained from enlisting
or taking part in political discussions during the

war, many members of his immediate family
being in the Confederate service. He soon
achieved and easily maintained a high standing
at the Chicago bar in 1868 was appointed Master
in Chancery of the Superior Court of Cook
County, and, in 1885, was elected to succeed
Judge T. Lyle Dickey on the bench of the
Supreme Court, being re-elected for a full term
He was
of nine years in 1888, and again in 1897.
;

Chief Justice in 1891-92.
MAKANDA, a village of Jackson County, on
the Illinois Central Railway, 49 miles north of
Cairo, in South Pass, in spur of Ozark Blountains.
It is in the midst of a rich fruit-growing region,
large amounts of this product being shipped there
and at Cobden. The place has a bank and a
weekly paper. Population (1900), 528.

MALTBY,

Jasper A.,

soldier,

was born in Ash-

tabula County, Ohio, Nov. 3, 1826, served as a
private in the Mexican War and was severely
wounded at Chapultepec. After his discharge he

r
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established himself in the mercantile business at
Galena, 111. in 1861 entered the volunteer service
as Lieutenant-Colonel of the Forty-fifth Illinois

and, after the annexation of that municipality tothe city of Chicago, in 1892 was elected Alderman
of the Thirty-second Ward, and re-elected in

was wounded at Fort Donelson, promoted Colonel in November, 1862, and wounded
commissioned
a second time at Vicksburg

its

;

Infantry,

;

served
1863;
Brigadier -General in August,
through the subsequent campaigns of the Army
of the Tennessee, and was mustered out, January,
Later, he was appointed by the commander
1866.
of the district Mayor of Vicksburg, dying in that
office,

Dec.

12, 1867.

MANCHESTER,

a town of Scott County, on
the Jacksonville Division of the Chicago & Alton
Railway, 16 miles south of Jacksonville; has
some manufactures of pottery. Population
(1890), 408; (1900), 430.

MANIERE,
jurist,

George, early Chicago lawyer and
born of Huguenot descent, at New Lon-

don, Conn., in 1817.

Bereft of his father in 1831,

mother removed to New York City, where he
began the study of law, occasionally contributing
to "The New York Mirror," then one of the
his

leading literary periodicals of the country. In
1835 he removed to Chicago, where he completed
his professional studies and was admitted to the

bar in 1839. His first office was a deputyship in
the Circuit Clerk's office; later, he was appointed
Master in Chancery, and served one term as
Alderman and two terms as City Attorney.
While filling the latter office he codified the
municipal ordinances. In 1855 he was elected
Judge of the Circuit Court and re-elected in 1861
without opposition. Before the expiration of his
second term he died, May 21, 1863. He held the
office of School Commissioner from 1844 to 1852,

during which time, largely through his efforts,
the school system was remodeled and the impaired school fund placed in a satisfactory condition.
He was one of the organizers of the
Union Defense Committee in 1861, a member of
the first Board of Regents of the (old) Chicago
University, and prominently connected with
several societies of a semi-public character. He
was a polished writer and was, for a time, in editorial control of "The Chicago Democrat."

MANN, James R., lawyer and Congressman, was
born on a farm near Bloomington, 111., Oct. 20,
1856, whence his father moved to Iroquois County
in 1867; graduated at the University of Illinois
in 1876 and at the Union College of Law in Chi-

which he established himself
becoming the head
of the law firm of Mann, Hayes & Miller; in 1888
was elected Attorney of the village of Hyde Park
cago, in 1881, after

in practice in Chicago, finally

while in the City Council becoming one of
most prominent members; in 1894, served as
Temporary Chairman of the Republican State
Convention at Peoria, and, in 1895, as Chairman
of the Cook County Republican Convention. In
1896 he was elected, as a Republican, to the Fiftyfifth Congress, receiving a plurality of 28,459over the Free Silver Democratic candidate, and
In 1898 he was a can26,907 majority over all.
didate for re-election, and was again successful, by
over 17,000 plurality, on a largely reduced vote.
Other positions held by Mr. Mann, previous to hiselection to Congress, include those of Master in.
Chancery of the Superior Court of Cook County
and General Attorney of the South Park Com1894,

missioners of the city of Chicago.

MANN,

Orrin L., lawyer and soldier, was bora
Geauga County, Ohio., and, in his youth,
removed to the vicinity of Ann Arbor, Mich.,
where he learned the blacksmith trade, but,
being compelled to abandon it on account of an
injury, in 1851 began study with the late Dr.
Hinman, then in charge of the Wesleyan Female
in

College, at Albion, Mich.

two years

later,

Dr.

Hinman

become President

having,

of the North-

western University, at Evanston, Mr. Mann,
accompanied his preceptor to Chicago, continuing
his studies for a time, but later engaging in
teaching; in 1856 entered the University of
Michigan, but left in his junior year. In 1860 he
took part in the campaign which resulted in the
election of Lincoln

;

early in the following spring

had made arrangements to engage in the lumbertrade in Chicago, but abandoned this purpose at
the firing on Fort Sumter; then assisted in
organizing the Thirty-ninth Regiment Illinois
Volunteers (the "Yates Phalanx"), which having
been

accepted after considerable delay, he
Major. The regiment was first
assigned to duty in guarding the Baltimore &
Ohio Railroad, but afterwards took part in the

was chosen

battle of Winchester and in operations in
North and South Carolina. Having previously
been commissioned Lieutenant-Colonel, Major
Mann was now assigned to court-martial duty at
Newborn and Hilton Head. Later, he participated in the siege of Forts Wagner and Gregg,
winning a brevet Brigadier-Generalship for
meritorious service. The Thirty-ninth, having
"veteranized" in 1864, was again sent east, and
first

being assigned to the command of Gen. B. F.
Butler, took part in the battle of Bermuda
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Hundreds, where Colonel Mann was seriously
wounded, necessitating a stay of several months
Returning to duty, he was assigned
in hospital.
to the staff of General Ord, and later served as
Provost Marshal of the District of Virginia, with
headquarters at Norfolk, being finally mustered
After the war he
out in December, 1865.
engaged in the real estate and loan business,
but, in 1866, was appointed Collector of Internal
Revenue for the Chicago District, serving until
1868, when he was succeeded by General Corse.
Other positions held by him have been Representative in the Twenty-ninth General Assembly
(1874-76), Coroner of Cook County (1878-80), and
Sheriff (1880-82).
General Mann was injured by
a fall, some years since, inducing partial paraly-

MA(JU0N, a village of Knox County, on the
Peoria Division of the Chicago, Burlington &
Quincy Railway, 16 miles southeast of Galesburg. The region is agricultural. The town has

sis.

Puget Sound, for the purpose of securing data
for maps of the Pacific Coast, and settling disputed questions as to the geologic formation of
the Rocky Mountains. During this trip he visited
San Francisco, making maps of the mountain
regions for the use of the Government. In 1862he was called to the professorship of Natural
History in the Northwestern University, at
Evanston, remaining there until his death. Th&
institution was then in its infancy, and he taught
mathematics in connection with his other duties.
From 1890 he was Dean of the faculty. He
received the degee of LL.D. from the University
of Chicago in 1876.
Died, at Evanston, March

:

MANNING,

Secretary of the Illinois
& Michigan Canal Commissioners, was born in
1793, graduated at Union College, N. Y., in 1818,
Joel,

first

and came to Southern

Illinois at

an early day,

a time at Brownsville, Jackson
County, where he held the office of CountyClerk. In 1836 he was practicing law, when he
was appointed Secretary of the first Board of
Commissioners of the Illinois & Michigan Canal,
remaining in office until 1845. He continued to
reside at Lockport, Will County, until near the
close of his life, when he removed to Joliet, dying
residing

for

there, Jan.

8,

MANNING,
ada, near

1869.

Julius, lawyer,

Chateaugay,

was born

in Can-

N. Y., but

passed his

earlier years chiefly in the State of

New York,

completing his education at Middlebury College,
Vt. in 1839 came to Knoxville, 111., where he
served one term as County Judge and two terms
(1842-46) as Representative in the General Assembly.
He was also a Democratic Presidential
Elector in 1848. In 1853 he removed to Peoria,
where he was elected, in 1861, a Delegate to the
State Constitutional Convention of the following
Died, at Knoxville, July 4, 1862.
year.
MANSFIELD, a village of Piatt County, at
the intersection of the Peoria Division of the
Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis and
the Chicago Division of the Wabash Railways,
32 miles southeast of Bloomington. It is in the
heart of a rich agricultural region has one newspaper. Population (1890), 533; (1900), 708.
MANTENO, a village of Kankakee County,
on the Illinois Central Railroad, 47 miles south
of Chicago; a shipping point for grain, livestock, small fruits and dairy products; has
one newspaper. Population (1880), 632; (1890),
;

;

627; (1900), 932.

banks and a weekly paper.

Population

(1880),

548; (1890), 501; (1900), 475.

MARCY,

(Dr.) Oliver, educator,

was born

in

Coleraine, Mass., Feb. 13, 1820; received his early
education in the grammar schools of his native

town, graduating, in 1842, from the Wesleyan
University at Middletown, Conn. He early manifested a deep interest in the natural sciences and
became a teacher in an academy at Wilbraham,
Mass., where he remained until 1862, meanwhile

making numerous trips for geologic investigation
One of these was made in 1849, overland, to

19, 1899.

MAREDOSIA (MARAIS de OGEE), a peculiar
depression (or slough) in the southwestern part of
Whiteside County, connecting the Mississippi
and Rock Rivers, through which, in times of
freshets, the former sometimes discharges a part
of

its

waters into the

when Rock River

latter.

On

the other hand,

it sometimes discharges through the same channel into
the Mississippi. Its general course is north and
south.
Cat-Tail Slough, a similar depression,
runs nearly parallel with the Maredosia, at a distance of five or six miles from the latter. The
highest point in the Maredosia above low water
in the Mississippi is thirteen feet, and that in the
Cat-Tail Slough is twenty-six feet. Each is

is

relatively higher,

—

some time, to have served as a
channel for the Mississippi.
MARENGO, a city of McHenry County, settled

believed, at

town in 1857 and, as a
68 miles northwest of Chicago,

in 1835, incorporated as a
city, in 1893

;

lies

on the Chicago

&

Northwestern Railroad.

It is

and fruit-growing district; has a foundry, stove works, condensed
milk plant, canning factory, water-works, elecin the heart of a dairying

HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.

352

trie lights, has six churches,

good schools and

two weekly newspapers. Population
(1890),

1,

(1880), 1,264;

445; (1900), 2,005.
a village of Madison

MARINE,

County, on the
Central Railroad, 27 miles northeast of
Several of its ear-liest settlers were
St. Louis.
sea captains from the East, from whom the
"Marine Settlement" obtained its name. PopuIllinois

lation (1880)

774; (1890.), 6.37; (1900), 666.

MARION,

of Williamson
county-seat
the
County, 172 miles southeast of Springfield, on the
Illinois Central and Chicago & Eastern Illinois
Railroads; in agricultural and coal region; has
cotton and woolen mills, electric cars, waterworks, ice and cold-storage plant, dry pressed
brick factory, six churches, a graded school, and
three newspapers. Pop. (1890), 1,338 (1900), 2,510.
MARION COUNTY, located near the center of
the southern half of the State, with an area of
580 square miles was organized in 1823, and, by
the census of 1900, had a population of 30,446.
About half the county is prairie, the chief prodThe
being tobacco, wool and fruit.
ucts
remainder is timbered land. It is watered by the
tributaries of the Kaskaskia and Little Wabash
Rivers. The bottom lands have a heavy growth
of choice timber, and a deep, rich soil. A large
portion of the county is underlaid with a thin
vein of coal, and the rocks all belong to the upper
coal measures. Sandstone and building sand are
Ample shipping facilities are
also abundant.
afforded by the Illinois Central and theBaltimore &
Ohio (S. W. ) Railroads. Salem is the county-seat,
but Centralia is the largest and most important
town, being a railroad junction and center of an
extensive fruit-trade. Sandoval is a thriving
town at the junction of the Illinois Central and
the Baltimore & Ohio Southwestern Railroads.
MARISSA, a village of St. Clair County, on the
St. Louis & Cairo Short Line Railroad, 39 miles
southeast of St. Louis. It is in a farming and
mining district; has two banks, a newspaper and
a magazine. Population (1890), 876; (1900), 1,086.
MAROA, a city in Macon County, on the Illinois Central Railroad, 13 miles north of Decatur
and 31 miles south of Bloomington. The city has
three elevators, an agricultural implement faotory, water-works system, electric light plant,
telephone service, two banks, one newspaper,
three churches and a graded school.
Population
;

;

(1880), 870; (1890), 1,164; (1900), 1,213.

MARQUETTE,

(Father) Jacques, a French
missionary and explorer, born at Laon, France,
in 1637. He became a Jesuit at the age of 17, and,
twelve years later (1666), was ordained a priest.

sailed for Canada, landing at
For eighteen months he devoted himself chiefly to the study of Indian dialects, and,
in 1668, accompanied a party of Nez-Perces to
Lake Superior, where he founded the mission of

The same year he
Quebec.

Sault

Ste.

Marie.

Later, after various vicissi-

went to Mackinac, and, in that vicinity,
founded the Mission of St. Ignace and built a
rude church. In 1673 he accompanied Joliet on

tudes, he

voyage of discovery down the Mississippi, the
setting out from Green Bay on May 17, and
reaching the Mississippi, by way of the Fox and
Wisconsin Rivers, June 17. (For an interesting

his

two

translation of Marquette's quaint narrative of the

"Discovery and ExploIn Sep-

expedition, see Shea's

ration of the Mississippi, '' N. Y., 1852.)

tember, 1673, after leaving the Illinois and stopping for some time among the Indians near
"Starved Rock," he returned to Green Bay much
broken in health. In October, 1674, under orders
from his superior, he set out to establish a mission at Kaskaskia on the Upper Illinois. In
December he reached the present site of Chicago,
where he was compelled to halt because of
exhaustion. On March 29, 1675, he resumed his
journey, and reached Kaskaskia, after much
suffering, on April 8.
After laboring indefatigably and making many converts, failing health
compelled him to start on his return to Mackinac.
Before the voyage was completed he died,
May 18, 1675, at the mouth of a stream which
long bore his name but is not the present Marquette River on the eastern shore of Lake Michigan. His remains were subsequently removed to
Point St. Ignace. He was the first to attempt to
explain the lake tides, and modern science has
not improved his theory.
MARSEILLES, a city on the Illinois River, in
La Salle County, 8 miles east of Ottawa, and 77
miles southwest of Chicago, on the line of the
Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railroad.
Excellent water power is furnished by a dam across
the river. The city has several factories, among
the leading products being flour, paper and
agricultural implements.
Coal is mined in the
vicinity.
The grain trade is large, sufficient to
support three elevators. There are three papers
(one daily).
Population (1890), 2,210; (1900),

—

—

2,559; (1903, est.), 3,100.

MARSH, Benjamin

F.,

Congressman, born in

Wythe Township, Hancock County,

111., was educated at private schools and at Jubilee College,
leaving the latter institution one year before
graduation. He read law under the tutelage of his

brother,

Judge

J.

W. Marsh,

of

Warsaw, and was
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admitted to the bar in 1860. The same year he was
an unsuccessful candidate for State's Attorney.
Immediately upon the first call for troops in 1861,
he raised a company of cavalry, and, going to
No
Springfield, tendered it to Governor Yates.
cavalry having been called for, the Governor felt
constrained to decline it. On his way home Mr.

Marsh stopped at Quincy and enlisted as a private
which regiment he served until July 4, 1861, when Governor Yates advised him by .telegraph of his
his
cavalry company.
readiness to accept
Returning to Warsaw he recruited another company within a few days, of which he was commissioned Captain, and which was attached to
the Second Illinois Cavalry. He served in the
in the Sixteenth Illinois Infantry, in

army

until

January,

1866,

being

four

times

wounded, and rising to the rank of Colonel.
his return

home he

On

interested himself in politics.

In 1869 he was a Republican candidate for the
State Constitutional Convention, and. in 1876,
was elected to represent the Tenth Illinois District in Congress,

and re-elected

in 1878

and

1880.

In 1885 he was appointed a member of the Railroad and Warehouse Commission, serving until
1889.
In 1894 he was again elected to Congress
from his old district, which, under the new
apportionment, had become the Fifteenth, was
re-elected in 1896, and again in 1898.
In the
Fifty-fifth Congress he was a member of the
House Committee on Military Affairs and Chairman of the Committee on Militia.
MARSH, William, jurist, was born at Moravia,
N. Y., May 11, 1822; was educated at Groton
Academy and Union College, graduating from
the latter in 1842. He studied law, in part, in
the office of Millard Fillmore, at Buffalo, and was
admitted to the bar in 1845, practicing at Ithaca
until 1854, when he removed to Quincy, 111.
Here
he continued in practice, in partnership, at different periods, with prominent lawyers of that city,
until elected to the Circuit

ing until 1891.

Died, April

MARSHALL, the

bench in

1885, serv-

14, 1894.

county-seat of Clark County,

and an incorporated city, 16% miles southwest of
Terre Haute, Ind., and a point of intersection of
the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis
and the Vandalia Railroads. The surrounding
country is devoted to farming and stock-raising.
The city has woolen, flour, saw and planing mills,
and milk condensing plant. It has two banks,
eight churches and a good public school system,
which includes city and township high schools,
and three newspapers. Population (1890), 1,900;
,(1900), 2,077.
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MARSHALL, Samuel S., lawyer and Congressman, was born in Gallatin County, 111., in
1824; studied law and soon after located at
McLeansboro. In 1846 he was chosen a member
of the lower house of the Fifteenth General
Assembly, but resigned, early in the following
year, to become State's Attorney, serving until
1848; was Judge of the Circuit Court from 1851
to 1854, and again from 1861 to 1865; was delegate
from the State-at-large to the Charleston and
Baltimore Conventions of 1860, and to the
National Union Convention at Philadelphia in
1866.
In 1861 he received the complimentary
vote of his party in the Legislature for United
States Senator, and was similarly honored in the
Fortieth Congress (1867) by receiving the Democratic support for Speaker of the House.
He
was first elected to Congress in 1854, re-elected in
1856, and, later, served continuously from 1865 to
1875, when he returned to the practice of his
profession.
Died, July 26, 1890.
MARSHALL COUNTY, situated in the northcentral part of the State, with an area of 400
square miles named for Chief Justice John Mar-

—

began to arrive in
county organization was effected in
Settlers

shall.

1827,
1839.

and
The

River bisects the county, which is also
drained by Sugar Creek. The surface is generally level prairie, except along the river, although
occasionally undulating.
The soil is fertile,
corn, wheat, hay and oats forming the staple
Illinois

Hogs are raised in great
extensively mined. Lacon
Population (1880), 15,053;

agricultural products.

number, and coal
is

the

is

county-seat.

(1890), 13,653; (1900), 16,370.

MARTIN, (Gen.) James S., ex Congressman
and soldier, was born in Scott County, Va.,
August 19, 1826, educated in the common
schools, and, at the age of 20, accompanied his
parents to Southern Illinois, settling in Marion
County.
He served as a non-commissioned
officer in the war with Mexico.
In 1849, he was
elected Clerk of the Marion County Court, which
office

he

filled for

twelve years.

By profession he

a lawyer, and has been in active practice when
not in public or military life. For a number of
years he was a member of the Republican State
Central Committee. In 1862 he was commissioned Colonel of the One Hundred and Eleventh
Illinois Volunteers, and, at the close of the war,
brevetted Brigadier-General. On his return home
is

he was elected County Judge of Marion County,
and, in 1868, appointed United States Pension
Agent. The latter post he resigned in 1872, having been elected, as a Republican, to represent
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the Sixteenth District in the Forty-third ConHe was Commander of the Grand Army
gress.
for the

Department of

in conjunction with

Illinois in 1889-90.

MARTINSVILLE,

a village of Clark County,
on the Terre Haute & Indianapolis (Vandalia)
Railroad, 11 miles southwest of Marshall; has
two banks and one newspaper. Population (1880),
663;

(1890), 779; (1900), 1,000.

MASCOUTAH, a city in St. Clair County, 25
miles from St. Louis and 11 miles east of Belleville, on the line of the Louisville & Nashville
Railroad. Coal-mining and agriculture are the
principal industries of the surrounding country.
The city has flour mills, a brickyard, dairy,
Population
school, churches, and electric line,
(1880), 2,558; (1890), 2,032; (1900), 2,171.

MASON, Roswell

B., civil engineer,

was born

in Oneida County, N. Y., Sept. 19, 1805;

in his

boyhood was employed as a teamster on the Erie
Canal, a year later (1822) accepting a position as
F. Gay, assistant-engineer

rodman under Edward

Subsequently he was
employed on the Schuylkill and Morris Canals,
on the latter becoming assistant-engineer and,
finally, chief and superintendent.
Other works
with which Mr. Mason was connected in a similar
capacity were the Pennsylvania Canal and the
Housatonic, New York & New Haven and the
Vermont Valley Railroads. In 1851 he came
west and took charge of the construction of the
Illinois Central Railroad, a work which required
five years for its completion.
The next four
years were spent as contractor in the construction
of roads in Iowa and Wisconsin, until 1860, when
he became Superintendent of the Chicago &
Alton Railroad, but remained only one year, in
1861 accepting the position of Controller of the
land depai-tment of the Illinois Central Railroad,
which he retained until 1867. The next two
years were occupied in the service of the State in
lowering the summit of the Illinois & Michigan
Canal. In 1869 he was elected Mayor of the city
of Chicago, and it was in the closing days of
his term that the great fire of 1871 occurred,
testing his executive ability to the utmost. From
1873 to 1883 he served as one of the Trustees of
the Illinois Industrial University, and was one of
the incorporators, and a life-long Director, of the
Presbyterian Theological Seminary of the Northwest.
Died, Jan. 1, 1892.— Edward Gay (Mason),
son of the preceding, was born at Bridgeport,
Conn., August 23, 1839; came with his father's
family, in 1852, to Chicago, where he attended
school for several years, after which he entered
Yale College, graduating there in 1860. He then
in charge of construction.

studied law, and, later, became a member of the
law firm of Mattocks & Mason, but subsequently,

two

brothers, organized the

Mason

Brothers, for the prosecution of a
In 1881 Mr. Mason
real-estate and law business.

firm of

was one
Festival,

of the organizers of the Chicago Musical

which was instrumental

in bringing

Theodore Thomas to Chicago. In 1887 he became
President of the Chicago Historical Society, as the
successor of Elihu B. Washburne, retaining the
position until his death, Dec. 18, 1898.
During
his incumbency, the commodious building, now
occupied by the Historical Society Library, was
erected, and he added largely to the resources of
the Society by the collection of rare manuscripts
and other historical records. He was the author
of several historical works, including "Illinois in

the Eighteenth Century," "Kaskaskia and Its
Parish Records," besides papers on La Salle and
the first settlers of Illinois, and "The Story of
James Willing An Episode of the American
Revolution." He also edited a volume entitled
"Early Chicago and Illinois," which was published under the auspices of the Chicago Historical Society.
Mr. Mason was, for several years, a
Trustee of Yale University and, about the time of
his death, was prominently talked of for President
of that institution, as successor to President

—

Timothy Dwight.
MASON, William E., United States Senator,
was born at Franklin ville, Cattaraugus County,
N. Y., July 7, 1850, and accompanied his parents
to Bentonsport, Iowa, in 1858.
He was educated
at the Bentonsport Academy and at Birmingham
College.

From

1866 to 1870 he taught school, the

two years at Des Moines. In that city he
studied law with Hon. Thomas F. Withrow, who
afterward admitted him to partnership. In 1872
he removed to Chicago, where he has since practiced his profession.
He soon embarked in politics, and, in 1878, was elected to the lower house
last

of the General Assembly, and, in 18S2, to the
State Senate. In 1884 he was the regular Republican candidate for Congress in the Third Illinois

owing
was defeated by James H.
Ward, a Democrat. In 1886, and again in 1888,
he was elected to Congress, but, in 1890, was
defeated for re-election by Allan C. Durboixnv.
He is a vigorous and effective campaign speaker.
In 1897 he was elected United States Senator,
District (then strongly Republican), but,

to party dissensions,

receiving in the Legislature 125 votes to 77 for
P. Altgeld, the Democratic candidate.
MASON CITY, a prosperous' city in Mason
County, at the intersection of the Chicago

John

&
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Alton and the Havana branch of the Illinois
Central Railroads, 18 miles west by north of
Lincoln, and about 30 miles north of Springfield.
Being in the heart of a rich corn-growing district,
it is an important shipping point for that commodity. It has four churches, two banks, two
newspapers, brick works, flour-mills, grain-elevators and a carriage factory. Population (1880),
1,714; (1890), 1,869; (1900), 1,890.

MASON COUNTY,

organized in 1841, with a
2,000; population
(1900),
named for a
17,491, and area of 560 square miles,
county in Kentucky. It lies a little northwest
of the center of the State, the Illinois and Sangamon Rivers forming its west and its south boundThe soil, while sandy, is fertile. The
aries.
chief staple is corn, and the county offers excelpopulation

of

about

—

The American
Mason County was probably Maj.

lent opportunities for viticulture.

pioneer of

Ossian B. Ross,

who

settled at

Havana

in 1832.

Not until 1837, however, can immigration be said
to have set in rapidly. Havana was first chosen
as the county seat, but Bath enjoyed the honor
for a few years, the county offices being permanently removed to the former point in 1851.
Mason City is an important shipping point on the
Chicago

& Alton

Railroad

alleged

county of the State and one of the smallest, its
area, being but little more than 240 square miles,
with a population (1900) of 13,110 named for
Fort Massac, within its borders. The surface is
hilly toward the north, but the bottom lands
along the Ohio River are swampy and liable to

—

members, popular excitement rose to

A company of self-appointed 'reguwas formed, whose acts were so arbitrary
that, at the August election of 1846, a Sheriff and
County Clerk were elected on the avowed issue
fever heat.

'

lators"

opposition to these irregular tactics. This
served to stimulate the "regulators" to renewed
activity.
Many persons were forced to leave the
county on suspicion, and others tortured into
making confession. In consequence, some leading
"regulators" were thrown into jail, only to be soon
released by their friends, who ordered the Sheriff
and County Clerk to leave the county. The feud
rapidly grew, both in proportions and in intenof

Governor French made two futile efforts to
and the ordinary
processes of law were also found unavailing.
Judge Scates was threatened with lynching
Only 60 men dared to serve in the Sheriff's posse,
and these surrendered upon promise of personal
immunity from violence. This pledge was not

sity.

restore order through mediation,

regarded, several

away as

prisoners,

were drowned

members

of the posse being led

some of whom,

it

was

believed,

Ohio River. All the incarcerated "regulators" were again released, the Sheriff
and his supporters were once more ordered to
leave,

MASONS, ANCIENT ORDER OF FREE AND
ACCEPTED. (See Free-Masons.
MASSAC- COUNTY, an extreme southern
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in the

and fresh seizures and outrages followed

each other in quick succession. To remedy this
condition of affairs, the Legislature of 1847 enacted
a law creating district courts, under the provisions of which a Judge might hold court in any
county in his circuit. This virtually conferred
upon the Judge the right to change the venue at
his own discretion, and thus secure juries unbiased

by

local or partisan feeling.

legislation

was highly

The

beneficial

effect of this

in

restoring

frequent overflows. A considerable portion of the
natural resources consists of timber oak, walnut, poplar, hickory, cypress and cottonwood
abounding. Saw-mills are found in nearly every
town, and considei'able grain and tobacco are

although the embers of the feud still
smoldered and intermittently leaped into flame

The original settlers were largely from
Kentucky and North Carolina, and hospi-

Methodist preacher, in Kentucky, and, in 1805,
came to St. Clair County (then in Indiana TerriLater, he studied law and
tory), as a missionary.
was admitted to the bar; served in the Third
Territorial (1817) and the Second State Legislaremoved, in 1821, to the newly
tures (1820-22)
organized county of Sangamon, where he was
appointed the first County Clerk, remaining in
office eighteen years, also for some years holding,
at the same time, the offices of Circuit Clerk,
Judge. Died, while
Recorder and Probate
County Clerk, in 1839.— Noah W. (Matheny), son
of the preceding, was born in St. Clair County, 111.,
July 31. 1815; was assistant of his father in the

—

raised.

Ohio,

tality is traditional.

Metropolis, on

the

Ohio

was laid off in 1839,
although Massac County was not separately
organized until 1843. At Massac City may be
seen the ruins of the early French fort of that
River,

is

the county-seat.

It

name.

MASSAC COUNTY REBELLION,

the

name

an outbreak of mob violence
which occurred in Massac County, in 1845-46. An
arrested criminal having asserted that an organized band of thieves and robbers existed, and
having given the names of a large number of the

commonly given

to

quiet,

for several years thereafter.

MATHENY,

Charles R., pioneer, was born in
Va., March 6, 1786, licensed as a

Loudoun County,

;
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James H. (Matheny), another son,
born Oct. 30, 1818, in St. Clair County served in
his youth as Clerk in various local offices was a

with the construction of the Sangamon &
Railroad, extending from
Springfield to the Illinois river at Naples, and
was also identified, financially, with the old Chicago & Galena Union Railroad. From 1835 until
his death, Colonel Mather served as one of the
Trustees of Illinois College at Jacksonville, and

member of

was a

County Clerk's office in Sangamon County, and,
on the death of the latter, (November, 1839), was
elected his successor,

and

re-elected for eight con-

secutive terms, serving until 1873.
30,

Died, April

1877.

;

;

holder,

Morgan (now Wabash)

liberal contributor to the endowment of
that institution. His death occurred during a

the Constitutional Convention of 1847,
elected Circuit Clerk in 1852, at the close of his
term beginning the practice of law; was commissioned Lieutenant-Colonel of the One Hundred
and Fourteenth Illinois Volunteers, in October,
1862, and, after the siege of Vicksburg, served as

March 28, 1853.
MATTESOtf, Joel Aldrich, ninth regularly
elected Governor of Illinois (1853-57), was born
in Watertown, N. Y., August 8, 1808; after some

Advocate until July, 1864, when he
He then returned to his profession,
but, in 1873, was elected County Judge of Sangamon County, holding the office by repeated rehaving
elections until his death, Sept. 7, 1890,

experience in business and as a teacher, in 1831
he went to South Carolina, where he was foreman
in the construction of the first railroad in that
State.
In 1834 he removed to Illinois, where he
became a contractor on the Illinois & Michigan

Judge

resigned.

—

resided in Springfield 68 years.

MATHER, Thomas,

merchant, was
born, April 24, 1795, at Simsbury, Hartford
County, Conn. in early manhood was engaged
for a time in business in New York City, but, in
the spring of 1818, came to Kaskaskia, 111., where
he soon after became associated in business with
James L. Lamb and others. This firm was
afterwards quite extensively engaged in trade
with New Orleans. Later he became one of the
founders of the town of Chester. In 1820 Mr.
Mather was elected to the lower branch of the
Randolph
Second General Assembly from
County, was re-elected to the Third (serving for
a part of the session as Speaker), and again to the
pioneer

;

Fourth, but, before the expiration of his last term,
resigned to accept an appointment from Presi-

dent John Quincy Adams as Commissioner to
locate the military road from Independence to
Santa Fe, and to conclude treaties with the
Indians along the line. In the Legislature of
1822 he was one of the most determined opponents of the scheme for securing a pro-slavery
In 1828 he was again elected to
Constitution.
the House and, in 1832, to the Senate for a term
of four years.
He also served as Colonel on the
staff of Governor Coles, and was supported for the
United States Senate, to fill the vacancy caused
by the death of John McLean, in 1830. Having
removed to Springfield in 1835, he became prominent in business affairs there in connection with
his former partner, Mr. James L. Lamb; in 1837
was appointed a member of the first Board of
Fund Commissioners for the State under the
internal improvement system also served seven
;

years as President of the Springfield branch of
the State Bank; was connected, as a stock-

visit to Philadelphia,

Canal, and

also

engaged in manufacturing at

After serving three terms in the State
Senate, he was elected Governor in 1852, and, in
1855, was defeated by Lyman Trumbull for the
United States Senatorship. At the close of his
gubernatorial term he was complimented by the
Legislature, and retired to private life a popular
man. Later, there were developed grave scandals
in connection with the refunding of certain
canal scrip, with which his name unfortunately
was connected. He turned over property to
the State of the value of nearly S250,000, for its
indemnification. He finally took up his residence in Chicago, and later spent considerable
time in travel in Europe. He was for many
years the lessee and President -of the Chicago &
Alton Railroad. Died in Chicago, Jan. 31, 1873.
MATTHEWS, Asa C, ex-Comptroller of the
United States Treasury, was born in Pike County,
111., March 22, 1833; graduated from Illinois College in 1855, and was admitted to the bar three
years later. Upon the outbreak of the Civil War,
he abandoned a remunerative practice at Pittsfield to enlist in the army, and was elected and
commissioned a Captain in the Ninety-ninth Illinois Volunteers. He rose to the rank of Colonel,
being mustered out of the service in August,
1865.
He was appointed Collector of Internal
Revenue in 1869, and Supervisor for the District
composed of Illinois, Wisconsin and Michigan, in
1875.
Being elected to the Thirtieth General
Assembly in 1876, he resigned his office, and was
re-elected to the Legislature in 1878.
On the
death of Judge Higbee, Governor Hamilton
appointed Mr. Matthews to fill the vacancy thus
created on the bench of the Sixth Circuit, his
term expiring in 1885. In 1888 he was elected to
Joliet.

—

—
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the Thirty-sixth General Assembly and was
chosen Speaker of the House. In May, 1889,
President Harrison named him First Comptroller of the United States Treasury, and the
House, by a unanimous vote, expressed its gratiSince retiring from
fication at his selection.
office, Colonel Matthews has devoted his attention
to the practice of his profession at Pittsfield.
Milton W., lawyer and journal-

MATTHEWS,

ist,

was born

in Clark County,

111.,

March

1,

1846,

educated in the common schools, and, near the
close of the war, served in a 100-days' regiment
began teaching in Champaign County in 1865,
studied law and was admitted to the bar in 1867
in 1873 was appointed Master in Chancery, served
two terms as Prosecuting Attorney, and, in 1888,
was elected to the State Senate, meanwhile, from
1879, discharging the duties of editor of "The
Champaign County Herald," of which he was
During his last session in the
also proprietor.
State Senate (1891-92) he served as President pro
tern, of that body; was also President of the
State Press Association and served on the staff of
Governor Fifer, with the rank of Colonel of the
Died, at Urbana, May
Illinois National Guard.
10,

1892.

MATTOON, an

important city in Coles County,
from Chicago and 56 miles
west of Terre Haute, Ind. a point of junction for
three lines of railway, and an important shipping
point for corn and broom corn, which are both
extensively grown in the surrounding region. It
has several banks, foundries, machine shops,
172 miles west of south

;

brick and tile-works, flour-mills, grain-elevators,
with two daily and four weekly newspapers also
has good graded schools and a high school. The
repair shops of the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chi;

cago & St. Louis Railroad are located here.
Population (1890), 6,833; (1900), 9,622.
MAXWELL, Philip, M.D., pioneer physician,
was born at Guilford, Vt., April 3, 1799, graduated
in medicine and practiced for a time at Sackett's
Harbor, also serving in the New York Legislature; was appointed Assistant Surgeon at Fort
Dearborn, in 1833, remaining intil the abandonment of the fort at the end of 1836. In 1838 he
was promoted Surgeon, and served with Gen.
Zachary Taylor in the campaign against the Seminoles in Florida, but resumed private practice in
Chicago in 1844; served two terms as Representative in the General Assembly (1848-52) and, in
1855, settled on the shores of Lake Geneva, Wis.,
where he died, Nov. 5, 1859.
MAY, William L., early lawyer and Congressman, was born in Kentucky, came at an early day
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and afterwards to Jacksonfrom Morgan County to the
Sixth General Assembly (1828), and the next year
removed to Springfield, having been appointed by
President Jackson Receiver of Public Moneys for
the Land Office there
He was twice elected to
Congress (1834 and '36), the first year defeating
Benjamin Mills, a brilliant lawyer of Galena.
to Edwardsville,

was

ville;

111.

,

elected

May became a resident of Peoria, but
removed to California, where he died.
MAYO, Walter L., legislator, was born in Albemarle County Va., March 7, 1810; came to
Edwards County, 111., in 1828, and began teachLater,

finally

took part in the Black Hawk War
being appointed by Governor Reynolds
Quartermaster of a battalion organized in that
section of the State.
He had previously been
appointed County Clerk of Edwards County to fill
a vacancy, and continued, by successive re-elections, to occupy the position for thirty-seven
years also acting, for a portion of the time, as
Circuit Clerk, Judge of Probate and County Treasurer.
In 1870 he was elected Representative in
the Twenty-seventh General Assembly for the
Edwards County District. On the evening of Jan.
18, 1878, he mysteriously disappeared, having
been last seen at the Union Depot at East St.
Louis, when about to take the train for his home
at Albion, and is supposed to have been secretly
murdered. No trace of his body or of the crime
was ever discovered, and the affair has remained
one of the mysteries of the criminal history of
ing.

He

(1831-32),

—

Illinois.

MAYWOOD, a village of Cook County, and
suburb of Chicago, 10 miles west of that city, on
the Chicago & Northwestern and the Chicago
Great Western Railways; has churches, two
weekly newspapers, public schools and some
manufactures. Population (1900), 4,532.
McALLISTER, William K., jurist, was born in
Washington County, N. Y., in 1818. After
admission to the bar he commenced practice at
and, in 1854, removed to Chicago.
In 1866 he was a candidate for the bench of the
Superior Court of that city, but was defeated by
Judge Jameson. Two years later he was chosen
Judge of the Recorder's Court, and, in 1870, was
elected a Justice of the Supreme Court, which
position he resigned in 1875, having been elected
a Judge of the Circuit Court of Cook County to
fill a vacancy.
He was re-elected for a full term
and assigned to Appellate Court duty in 1879.
He was elected for a third time in 1885, but,
before the expiration of his term, he died, Oct.

Albion, N. Y.

29, 1888.

,
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McARTHUR,
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John,

kine, Scotland, Nov.

soldier,
17,

was born
worked

1826;

in Ersat

his

father's trade of blacksmith until 23 years old,
when, coming to the United States, he settled in
Chicago. Here he became foreman of a boilermaking establishment, later acquiring an establishment of his own. Having joined the Twelfth
Illinois "Volunteers at the beginning of the war,
with a company of which he was Captain, he

was chosen Lieutenant-Colonel,

still

later Colonel,

and, in March, 1802, promoted to Brigadier-General for gallantry in the assault on Fort Donelson,
where he commanded a brigade. At Shiloh he

began practice at Monmouth, removing the following year to Galva. In April, 1861, he enlisted
in what afterwards became the Seventeenth
Regiment Illinois Volunteers, was commissioned
a First Lieutenant, but, a year later, was compelled to resign on account of ill-health. A few
months later he re-enlisted in the One Hundred
and Twelfth Illinois, being soon promoted to a
captaincy, although serving much of the time as
Judge Advocate on courts-martial, and, for one
year, as Acting Assistant Adjutant-General in the
Army of the Ohio. At the conclusion of his term
of service in the army, he resumed the practice

was wounded, but after having his wound dressed,
returned to the fight and succeeded to the command of the Second Division when Gen. W. H. L.
Wallace fell mortally wounded. He commanded
a division of McPherson's corps in the operations
against Vicksburg, and bore a conspicuous part in
the battle of Nashville, where he commanded a
division under Gen. A. J. Smith, winning a brevet
Major-Generalship by his gallantry. General
McArthur was Postmaster of Chicago from 1873

of his profession at

to 1877.

Wilson, lawyer and
Trumbull County, Ohio,
March 19, 1843, spent a portion of his boyhood in
Pennsylvania, afterwards returning to Youngstowr n, Ohio, where he enlisted as a private in the
Sixth Ohio Cavalry. He was severely wounded
at the battle of Gettysburg, lying two days and
nights on the field and enduring untold suffering.
As soon as able to take the field he was commissioned, by Governor Curtin, a Captain in the

111.

;

in 1880

was

General of the State, and, during his last year in
began the celebrated "Lake Front suits''
which finally terminated successfully for the
Since retiring from office, Gencity of Chicago.
eral McCartney has been engaged in the practice
office,

of his profession, chiefly in Springfield

and Chi-

cago, having been a resident of the latter city

since 1890.

McCARTNET, Robert

McCA(x(*, Ezra Butler, lawyer, was born at
Kinderhook, N Y., Nov. 22, 1825; studied law at
Hudson, and, coming to Chicago in 1847, entered
the law office of J. Young Scammon, soon afterwards becoming a member of the firm of Scammon & McCagg. During the war Mr. McCagg
was an active member of the United States Sanitary Commission, and (for some years after the
fire of 1871) of the Relief and Aid Society; is also
a life-member and officer of the Chicago Historical Society, besides being identified with several
State and municipal boards. His standing in his
profession is shown by the fact that he has been
more than once offered a non-partisan nomination for Justice of the Supreme Court, but has declined. He occupies a high rank in literary circles,
as well as a connoisseur in art, and is the owner of a
large private library collected since the destruction
of one of the best in the West by the fire of 1871.

McCARTNEY,

Fairfield,

nominated and elected, as a Republican, Attorney-

James, lawyer and ex-Attorney

General, was born of Scotch parentage in the
north of Ireland, Feb. 14, 1835; at two years of

age was brought to the United States and, until
1845, resided in Pennsylvania, when his parents
removed to Trumbull County, Ohio. Here he
spent his youth in general farm work, meanwhile
attending a high school and finally engaging in
teaching. In 1856 he began the study of law at
Warren, Ohio, which he continued a year later in
the office of Harding & Reed, at Monmouth, 111.
was admitted to the bar in January, 1858, and

was born

jurist,

in

Eighty-third Pennsylvania Volunteers, serving in
the army of the Potomac to the close of the war,
and taking part in the grand review at Washington, in May, 1865. After the war he took a course
in a business college at Pittsburg, removed to
Cleveland and began the study of law, but soon

came

having completed his law
with his brother, J. T. McCartney, at
Metropolis, was admitted to the bar in 1868; also
edited a Republican paper there, became interested in lumber manufacture and was one of the
to Illinois, and,

studies

founders of the First National Bank of that city.
In 1873 he was elected County Judge of Massac
County, serving nine years, when (1882) he was
elected Representative in the Thirty-third General Assembly.
At the close of his term in the
Legislature he was elected Judge of the Circuit
Court for the first Circuit, serving from 18S5 to
1891.

was

Died,

Oct.

27,

1893.

able, public-spirited

of Metropolis

and

Judge McCartney
The city

patriotic.

owes to him the Free Public Library

bearing his name.
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McCLAUGHRY, Robert
was born

Wilson,

at Fountain Green,

penologist,

Hancock County,

July 22, 1839, being descended from ScotchIrisb ancestry bis grandfather, who was a native
111.,

—

of tbe North of Ireland, having come to America
in his youth and served in the War of the Revolution.

Tbe subject

of this sketch

grew up on a

farm, attending school in the winter until 1854,
then spent the next two winters at an academy,
and, in 1856, began a course in Monmouth ColThe following
lege, where he graduated in 1800.
year he spent as instructor in Latin in the same
institution, but, in 1861,

became

editor of

"Tbe

Carthage Republican," a Democratic paper,
which he made a strong advocate of the cause of
the Union, meanwhile, both by his pen and on
the stump, encouraging enlistments in the army.
About the first of July, 1862, having disposed of
his interest in the paper, he enlisted in a company
of which he was unanimously chosen Captain,
and which, with four other companies organized
in the same section, became the nucleus of the
One Hundred and Eighteenth Illinois Volunteers.
The regiment having been completed at Camp
Butler, he was elected Major, and going to the
field in the following fall, took part in General
Sherman's first movement against Vicksburg by
way of Chickasaw Bayou, in December, 1862.

member of Osterhaus' Division of GenMcClernand's corps, he participated with his
regiment in the capture of Arkansas Post, and in
the operations against Vicksburg which resulted
Later, as a

eral

in the capture of that stronghold, in July, 1863.

He then joined the Department of the Gulf under
command of General Banks, but was compelled
Having sufficiently
recovered, he spent a few months in the recruiting service (1864), but, in May of that year, was
by sickness

to return north.

transferred, by order of President Lincoln, to the

Pay Department,

as Additional-Paymaster, with

the rank of Major, being finally assigned to duty
where he remained, paying off Illi-

at Springfield,

nois regiments as mustered out of the service,
until Oct.

13, 1865,

A

when he was honorably

dis-

he was elected
County Clerk of Hancock County, serving four
years.
In the meantime he engaged in the stone
business, as head of the firm of R. W. McClaughry
& Co., furnishing stone for tbe basement of the
State Capitol at Springfield and for bridges across
the Mississippi at Quincy and Keokuk later
being engaged in the same business at St. Genevieve, Mo. with headquarters at St. Louis. Compelled to retire by failing health, he took up his
charged.

few weeks

later

—

,

residence at

Monmouth

in 1873, but, in 1874,

was
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called to the wardenship of the State Penitentiary at Joliet.

when he

1888,

Here he remained until December,
resigned to accept the superin-

tendency of the Industrial Reformatory at
Huntingdon, Pa., but, in May, 1891, accepted

from Mayor Washburne the position of Chief of
Police in Chicago, continuing in service, under
Mayor Harrison, until August, 1893, when he
became Superintendent of the Illinois State
Reformatory at Pontiac. Early in 1897 he was
again offered and accepted the position of Warden
of the State Penitentiary at Joliet.
Here he remained until 1899, when he received from President McKinley the appointment of Warden of the
Military Prison at Fort Leavenworth, Kan.,
which position he now (1899) occupies. Major McClaughry"s administration of penal and reformatory institutions has been eminently satisfactory,
and he has taken rank as one of the most successful penologists in the country.

McCLELLAN, Robert

H., lawyer and banker,
Washington County, N. Y., Jan. 3,
1823; graduated at Union College, Schenectady,
in 1847, and then studied law with Hon. Martin I.

was born

in

Tovvnsend, of Troy, being admitted to the bar in
1850.
The same year he removed to Galena, 111.

;

during his first wnnter there, edited "The Galena
Gazette," and the following spring formed a
partnership with John M. Douglas, afterwards
General Solicitor and President of the Illinois
Central Railroad, which ended with the removal
of the latter to Chicago, when Mr. McClellan
succeeded him as local attorney of the road at
Galena. In 1864 Mr. McClellan became President
of the Bank of Galena later the "National Bank
of Galena" remaining for over twenty years.

—

—

He

is

tories

also largely interested in local manufacand financial institutions elewhere. He

served as a Republican Representative in the
Twenty -second General Assembly (1861-62), and
as Senator (1876-80), and maintained a high rank
as a sagacious and judicious legislator. Liberal,
public-spirited and patriotic, his name has been
prominently connected with all movements for
the improvement of his locality and the advancement of the interests of the State.
McCLERNAND, John Alexander, a volunteer
officer in the Civil War and prominent Democratic politician, was born in Breckenridge
County, Ky., May 30, 1812, brought to Shawneetown in 1816, was admitted to the bar in 1832,
and engaged in journalism for a time. He served
in the Black Hawk War, and was elected to the
Legislature in 1836, and again in 1840 and '42.
The latter year he was elected to Congress, serv-
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dented success, and after conferring upon the
agriculturists of the country a boon of inestimable

he has been identified with the Prohibition Party,
although, as the result of questions arising during

value.

the Spanish-American War, giving a cordial
support to the policy of President McKinley. In
religious views he is a Presbyterian, and is a member of the Board of Directors of the McCormick
Theological Seminary at Chicago.

Mccormick theological semlxary,

a

Presbyterian school of theology in Chicago, being the outgrowth of an institution originally connected with Hanover College, Ind., in 1830. In
1859 the late Cyrus H. McCormick donated $100,000 to the school, and it was removed to Chicago,
where it was opened in September, with a class
of fifteen students. Since then nearly $300,000
have been contributed toward a building fund by

Mr. McCormick and his heirs, besides numerous
donations to the same end made by others. The
number of buildings is nine, four being for the
general purposes of the institution (including
dormitories), and five being houses for the professors.
The course of instruction covers three
annual terms of seven months each, and includes
didactic and polemic theology, biblical and
ecclesiastical history, sacred rhetoric and pastoral
theology, church government and the sacraments, New, Testament literature and exegesis,
apologetics and missions,

and

homiletics.

The

McCULLOUGH, James

Skiles,

Auditor

of

Public Accounts, was born in Mercersburg,
Franklin County, Pa. May 4, 1843 in 1854 came
with his father to Urbana, 111. and grew up on a
farm in that vicinity, receiving such education as
could be obtained in the public schools. In 1862,
at the age of 19 years, he enlisted as a private in
Company G, Seventy -sixth Illinois Volunteer
Infantry, and served during the next three years
in the Departments of the Mississippi and the Gulf,
meanwhile participating in the campaign against
Vicksburg, and, near the close of the war, in the
operations about Mobile. On the 9th of April,
1865, while taking part in the assault on Fort
Blakely, near Mobile, his left arm was torn to
pieces by a grape-shot, compelling its amputation
near the shoulder. His final discharge occurred
,

;

,

professor,

and one instructor in elocution and
Between 200 and 300 students are
vocal culture.

in July, 1865.
Returning home he spent a year in
school at Urbana, after which he was a student in
the Soldiers' College at Fulton, 111., for two years.

enrolled, including post-graduates.

He then

faculty consists of eight professors, one adjunct

McCULLOCH,

David, lawyer and jurist, was
born in Cumberland County, Pa., Jan. 25, 1832;
received his academic education at Marshall College, Mercersburg, Pa., graduating in the class of
1852.
Then, after spending some six months as
a teacher in his native village, he came west,
arriving at Peoria early in 1853. Here he conducted a private school for two years, when, in
1855, he began the study of law in the office of
Manning & Merriman, being admitted to the bar
in 1857.
Soon after entering upon his law studies
he was elected School Commissioner for Peoria
County, serving, by successive re-elections, three
terms (1855-61). At the close of this period he
was taken into partnership with his old preceptor, Julius Manning, who died, July 4, 1862.
In
1877 he was elected Circuit Judge for the Eighth
Circuit, under the law authorizing the increase of
Judges in each circuit to three, and was reelected in 1879, serving until 1885. Six years of
this period were spent as a Justice of the Appellate
Court for the Third Appellate District. On
retiring from the bench, Judge McCulloch entered
into partnership with his son, E. D. McCulloch,
which is still maintained. Politically, Judge
McCulloch was reared as a Democrat, but during
the Civil War became a Republican. Since 1886

(1868) entered the office of the County
Clerk of Champaign County as a deputy, remaining until 1873, when he was chosen County Clerk,
serving by successive re-elections until 1896. The
latter year he received the nomination of the
Republican Party for Auditor of Public Accounts,
and, at the November election, was elected by a
plurality of 138,000 votes over his Democratic
opponent. He was serving his sixth term as
County Clerk when chosen Auditor, having
received the nomination of his party on each
occasion without opposition.
MeDAXXOLI), John J., lawyer and ex-Congressman, was born in Brown County, 111., August
29, 1851, acquired his early education in the common schools of his native county and in a private
school graduated from the Law Department of
the Iowa State University in 1874, and was
admitted to the bar in Illinois the same year,
commencing practice at Mount Sterling. In 1885
he was made Master in Chancery, in 1886, elected
County Judge, and re-elected in 1890, resigning
his seat in October, 1892, to accept an election by
the Democrats of the Twelfth Illinois District as
Representative in the Fifty-third Congress.
After retiring from Congress (March 4, 1895). Mr.
McDannold removed to Chicago, where he
engaged in the practice of his profession.
;
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McDONOUGH COUNTY,

organized under an

act passed, Jan. 25, 1826, and attached, for judicial
Its
purposes, to Schuyler County until 1830.
present area is 580 square miles named in honor

—

of
in

Commodore McDonough. The first settlement
the county was at Industry, on the site of

which William Carter (the pioneer of the
county) built a cabin in 1826. James and John
Vance and William Job settled in the vicinity in
the following year. Out of this settlement grew
William Pennington located on
Blandinsville.
Spring Creek in 1828, and, in 1831, James M.
Campbell erected the first frame house on the
site of the present city of Macomb.
The first
sermon, preached by a Protestant minister in the
county, was delivered in the Job settlement by
Rev. John Logan, a Baptist. Among the early
officers were John Huston, County Treasurer;
William Southward, Sheriff; Peter Hale, Coroner, and Jesse Bartlett, Surveyor.
The first
term of the Circuit Court was held in 1830, and
presided over by Hon. Richard M. Young. The
first railway to cross the county was the Chicago,
Burlington & Quincy (1857). Since then other
lines have penetrated it, and there are numerous
railroad centers and shipping points of considerable importance.
Population (1880), 25,037;
(1890), 27,467; (1900), 28,412.

McDOUGALL, James Alexander, lawyer and
United States Senator, was born in Bethlehem,
Albany County, N. Y., Nov. 19, 1817; educated
at the Albany grammar school, studied law and
settled in Pike County, 111., in 1837; was Attorney-General of Illinois four years (1843-47) then
engaged in engineering and, in 1849, organized
and led an exploring expedition to the Rio del
Norte, Gila and Colorado Rivers, finally settling
at San Francisco and engaging in the practice of
law. In 1850 he was elected Attorney-General of
California, served several terms in the State
;

Legislature, and, in 1852,
crat, to Congress,

was chosen,

as a

Demo-

but declined a re-election; in

was elected United States Senator from California, serving as a War Democrat until 1867.
At the expiration of his senatorial term he retired
to Albany, N. Y., where he died, Sept. 3, 1867.
Though somewhat irregular in habits, he was, at
times, a brilliant and effective speaker, and, dur1860

ing the

War

aid to the

of the Rebellion, rendered valuable

Union

cause.

McFARLAND, Andrew,

M.D., alienist, was
born in Concord, N. H., July 14, 1817, graduated
at Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia, in
1841, and, after being engaged in general practice
for a few years, was invited to assume the man-
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New Hampshire Asylum for the
Concord. Here he remained some
eight years, during which he acquired considerable reputation in the treatment of nervous and
mental disorders. In 1854 he was offered and
accepted the position of Medical Superintendent
of the Illinois State (now Central) Hospital for
the Insane at Jacksonville, entering ujxui his
duties in June of that year, and continuing his
connection with that institution for a period of
more than sixteen years. Having resigned his
position in the State Hospital in June, 1870, he
soon after established the Oaklawn Retreat, at
Jacksonville, a private institution for the treatment of insane patients, which he conducted
with a great degree of success, and with which
he was associated during the remainder of his
life, dying, Nov. 22, 1891.
Dr. McFarland's services were in frequent request as a medical expert
in cases before the courts, invariably, however,
on the side of the defense. The last case in which
he appeared as a witness was at the trial of Charles
F. Guiteau, the assassin of President Garfield,
whom he believed to be insane.
McGAHEY, David, settled in Crawford County,
111., in 1817, and served as Representative from
that County in the Third and Fourth General
Assemblies (1822-26), and as Senator in the
Eighth and Ninth (1832-36). Although a native
of Tennessee, Mr. McGahey was a strong opponent
of slavery, and, at the session of 1822, was one of
those who voted against the pro-slavery Constitution resolution.
He continued to reside in Lawrence County until his death in 1851. James D.
(McGahey), a son of the preceding, was elected
to the Ninth General Assembly from Crawford
County, in 1834, but died during his term of
agement

Insane

of the

at

service.

McGANX, Lawrence Edward, ex-Congressman,
was born

in Ireland, Feb. 2, 1852.
His father
having died in 1884, the following year his
mother emigrated to the United States, settling
at Milford, Mass., where he attended the public
schools.
In 1865 he came to Chicago, and, for
fourteen years, found employment as a shoemaker. In 1879 he entered the municipal service
as a clerk, and, on Jan. 1, 1885, was appointed
City Superintendent of Streets, resigning in May,
1891.
He was elected in 1892, as a Democrat, to
represent the Second Illinois District in the
Fifty-second Congress, and re-elected to the Fifty-

In 1894 he was a candidate for re-election
certificate of election by a small
majority over Hugh R. Belknap (Republican).
third.

and received a

An

investigation having

shown

his

defeat,

he
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magnanimously surrendered

his seat to his

com-

He has large business
petitor without a contest.
interests in Chicago, especially in street railroad
property, being President of an important electric line.

McHENRY, a village in McHenry County, situated on the Fox River and the Chicago & Northwestern Railway. The river is here navigable for
steamboats of light draft, which ply between the
town and Fox Lake, a favorite resort for sportsmen. The town has bottling works, a creamery,
marble and granite works, cigar factory, flour
mills, brewery, bank, four churches, and one
weekly paper. Pop. (1890), 979; (1900), 1,013.
McHENRY, William, legislator and soldier
Hawk War, came from Kentucky

the Black

Illinois in 1809,

locating in

of
to

White County, and

afterwards became prominent as a legislator and
soldier in the War of 1812, and in the Black Hawk
War of 1832, serving in the latter as Major of
the "Spy Battalion" and participating in the
He also served as Representbattle of Bad Axe.
ative in the First, Fourth, Fifth and Ninth General Assemblies, and as Senator in the Sixth and
Seventh. While serving his last term in the
House (1835), he died and was buried at Vandalia,
then the State capital. McHenry County organized by act of the Legislature, passod at a second
session during the winter of 1835-36 was named
in his honor
McHENRY COUNTY, lies in the northern portion of the State, bounded on the north by Wisconsin named for Gen. William McHenry. Its
area is 624 square miles. With what is now the
County of Lake, it was erected into a county in
Three
1836, the county-seat being at McHenry.
years later the eastern part was set off as the
County of Lake, and the county-seat of McHenry
County removed to Woodstock, the geographThe soil is well watered by living
ical center.
springs and is highly productive. Hardwood
groves are numerous. Fruits and berries are
extensively cultivated, but the herbage is especially adapted to dairying, Kentucky blue grass
being indigenous. Large quantities of milk are
daily shipped to Chicago, and the annual production of butter and cheese reaches into the
The geological formations
millions of pounds.
comprise the drift and the Cincinnati and Niagara
groups of rocks. Near Fox River are found
gravel ridges. Vegetable remains and logs of
wood have been found at various depths in the
drift deposits; in one instance a cedar log, seven
inches in diameter, having been discovered fortytwo feet below the surface. Peat is found every-

—

—

—

where, although the most extensive deposits are
in the northern half of the county, where they
exist in sloughs covering several thousands of
Several lines of railroad cross the county,
acres.
and every important village is a railway station.
Woodstock, Marengo, and Harvard are the prinPopulation (1880), 24,908; (1890),
cipal towns.
26,114; (1900), 29,759.

McINTOSH, (Capt.) Alexander, was born in.
Fulton County, N. Y.', in 1822; at 19 years of
age entered an academy at Galway Center,
remaining three years; in 1845 removed to Joliet,
111.,

and,

two years

later,

started

"The

Joliet

True Democrat," but sold out the next year, and,
in 1849, went to California. Returning in 1852, he
bought back "The True Democrat," which he
edited until 1857, meanwhile (1856) having been
elected Clerk of the Circuit Court and Recorder
of Will County. In 1863 he was appointed by
President Lincoln Captain and Assistant Quartermaster, serving under General Sherman in 1864
and in the "March to the Sea," and, after the
war, being for a time Post Quartermaster at
Mobile. Having resigned in 1866, he engaged in
mercantile business at Wilmington, Will County
but, in 1869, bought "The Wilmington Independent," which he published until 1873. The next
year he returned to Joliet, and, a few months

became

after,

political

editor

of

"The

Joliet

Republican," and was subsequently connected, in
a similar capacity, with other papers, including
"The Phoenix" and "The Sun" of the same city.
Died, in Joliet, Feb.

2.

1899.

McKENDREE,

William, Methodist Episcopal

was born

in Virginia, in 1757, enlisted as

Bishop,

a private in the War of the Revolution, but later
served as Adjutant and in the commissary department. He was converted at 30 years of age, and
the next year began preaching in his native
State, being advanced to the position of Presiding
Elder in 1800 was transferred to the West, Illinois falling within his District. Here he remained
;

until

elevation to the episcopacy in 1808.
College, at Lebanon, received its
name from him, together with a donation of 480
acres of land. Died, near Nashville, Tenn., March
his

McKendree

5,

1835.

McKENDREE COLLEGE,

one of the earliest of

Lebanon and incorporated in 1835. Its founding was suggested by
Rev. Peter Cartwright, and it may be said to
have had its inception at the Methodist Episcopal
Illinois colleges, located at

Conference held at Mount Carmel, in September,
1827.
The first funds for its establishment were
subscribed by citizens of Lebanon, who contrib-
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uted from their scanty means, $1,385. Instruction began, Nov. 24, 1828, under Rev. Edward
Ames, afterwards a Bishop of the Methodist Episcopal Church. In 1830 Bishop McKendree made
a donation of land to the infant institution, and
the school

was named
become

said to have

in his honor.

It

cannot be

really a college until 1836,

and its first class graduated in 1841. University
powers were granted it by an amendment to its
charter in 1839. At present the departments are
Preparatory,
business,
classical,
The instituscientific, law, music and oratory.
tion owns property to the value of §90,000, including an endowment of §25,000, and has about 200
students, of both sexes, and a faculty of ten
(See Colleges, Early.)
instructors.
McLAREN, William Edward, Episcopal Bishop,
was born at Geneva, N. Y., Dec. 13, 1831; graduated at Washington and Jefferson College (Washington, Pa.) in 1851, and, after six years spent in
teaching and in journalistic work, entered Alleas

follows:

graduating and
entering the Presbyterian ministry in 1860. For
three years he was a missionary at Bogota, South
America, and later in charge of churches at
Having entered
Peoria, 111., and Detroit, Mich.
the Protestant Episcopal Church, he was made a
deacon in July, 1872, and ordained priest the following October, immediately thereafter assuming
the pastorate of Trinity Church, Cleveland, Ohio.
In July, 1875, he was elected Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Diocese of Illinois, which then
included the whole State. Subsequently, the

gheny Theological Seminary,

dioceses of Quincy and Springfield were erected
therefrom, Bishop McLaren remaining at the
head of the Chicago See. During his episcopate,
church work has been active and effective, and
the Western Theological Seminary in Chicago
has been founded. His published works include
numerous sermons, addresses and poems, besides
a volume entitled "Catholic Dogma the Antidote

Doubt" (New York, 1884).
McLAUGHLIN, Robert K., early lawyer and
State Treasurer, was born in Virginia, Oct. 25,
1779; before attaining his majority went to Kentucky, and, about 1815, removed to Illinois, settling finally at Belleville, where he entered upon
the practice of law. The first public position
held by him seems to have been that of Enrolling
and Engrossing Clerk of both Houses of the Third

to

last) Territorial Legislature (1816-18).
In
August, 1819, he entered upon the duties of State

(or

John Thomas, who had
been Treasurer during the whole Territorial
period, serving until January, 1823.
Becoming a

Treasurer, as successor to
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by the removal thither of the
State capital a few months later, lie continued to
reside there the remainder of his life.
He subsecitizen of Vandalia,

quently represented the Fayette District as
Representative in the Fifth General Assembly,
and as Senator in the Sixth, Seventh and Tenth,
and, in 1837, became Register of the Land Office
at Vandalia, serving until 1845.
Although an
uncle of Gen. Joseph Duncan, he became a candidate for Governor against the latter, in 1834,
standing third on the list. He married a Miss
Bond, a niece of Gov. Shadrach Bond, under
whose administration he served as State Treasurer.
Died, at Vandalia, May 29, 1862.
McLEAN, a village of McLean County, on the
Chicago & Alton Railway, 14 miles southwest of
Bloomington, in a farming, dairying and stockgrowing district; has one weekly paper. Popu'

lation (1890), 500; (1900), 532.
McLEAN, John, early United States Senator,

was born

North Carolina in 1791, brought by
Kentucky when four years old, and.
at 23, was admitted to the bar and removed to
Illinois, settling at Shawneetown in 1815.
Pos.
sessing oratorical gifts of a high order and an
almost magnetic power over men, coupled with
strong common sense, a keen sense of humor and,
in

his father to

great command of language, he soon attained
prominence at the bar and as a popular speaker.
In 1818 he was elected the first Representative in
Congress from the new State, defeating Daniel P.
Cook, but served only a few months, being defeated by Cook at the next election. He was
three times elected to the Legislature, serving
once as Speaker. In 1824 he was chosen United
States Senator to succeed Governor Edwards (who
had resigned), serving one year. In 1828 he was
elected for a second time by a unanimous vote,
but lived to serve only one session, dying at
Shawneetown, Oct. 4, 1830. In testimony of the

public appreciation of the loss which the State
had sustained by his death, McLean County was
named in his honor.

McLEAN COUNTY,

the largest county of the
having an area of 1166 square miles, is
central as to the region north of the latitude of
St. Louis and about midway between that city
and Chicago was named for John McLean, an
early United States Senator. The early immigrants were largely from Ohio, although Kentucky and New York were well represented. The
county was organized in 1830, the population at
that time being about 1,200. The greater portion
of the surface is high, undulating prairie, with

State,

—

occasional groves and belts of timber.

On

the
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creek bottoms are found black walnut, sycamore,
buckeye, black ash and elm, while the sandy
ridges are covered with scrub oak and black-jack.
The soil is extremely fertile (generally a rich,
brown loam), and the entire county is underlaid

The chief occupations are stock-raisand manufactures.
Sugar and Mackinaw Creeks, with their tributhorough drainage. Sand and
taries, afford
with

coal.

ing, coal-mining, agriculture

gravel beds are numerous, but vary greatly in
depth. At Chenoa one has been found, in boring
for coal, thirty feet thick, overlaid
feet of the clay

common

by

forty-five

to this formation.

The

upper seam of coal in the Bloomington shafts

is

No. 6 of the general section, and the lower, No. 4
the latter averaging four feet in thickness. The
principal towns are Bloomington (the countyseat), Normal, Lexington, LeRoy and Chenoa.

Population (1890), 63,036; (1900), 67,843.
McLEANSBORO, a city and the county-seat of
Hamilton County, upon a branch of the Louisville & Nashville Railroad, 102 miles east southeast of St. Louis and about 48 miles southeast of
The people are enterprising and proCentralia.
gressive, the city is up-to-date and prosperous,
supporting three banks and six churches. Two
weekly newspapers are published here. Population (1880), 1,341; (1890), 1,355; (1900), 1,758.

McMULLIN, James C, Railway Manager, was
born at Watertown. N. Y., Feb. 13, 1836; began
work as Freight and Ticket Agent of the Great
Western Railroad (now Wabash), at Decatur, 111.,
May, 1857, remaining until 1860, when he
accepted the position of Freight Agent of the
Chicago & Alton at Springfield. Here he remained until Jan. 1, 1863, when he was transferred in a similar capacity to Chicago; in
September, 1864, became Superintendent of the
Northern Division of the Chicago & Alton, afterwards successively filling the positions of Assistant General Superintendent (1867), General
Superintendent (1868-78) and General Manager
(1878-83).
The latter year he was elected VicePresident, remaining in office some ten years,
when ill-health compelled his retirement. Died,
in Chicago, Dec. 30, 1890.

McMURTRY,

William, Lieutenant-Governor,

was born in Mercer County, Ky., Feb. 20, 1801;
removed from Kentucky to Crawford County,
Ind., and, in 1829, came to Knox County, 111.,
settling in Henderson Township.
He was elected
Representative in the Tenth General Assembly
(1836), and to the Senate in 1842, serving in the
Thirteenth and Fourteenth General Assemblies.
In 1848 he was elected Lieutenant-Governor on

the same ticket with Gov. A. C. French, being
the first to hold the office under the Constitution
adopted that year. In 1862 he assisted in raising
the One Hundred and Second Regiment Illinois
Volunteers, and, although advanced in years,
was elected Colonel, but a few weeks later was
compelled to accept a discharge on account of
failing health.
Died, April 10, 1875.

McNEELEY, Thompson W.., lawyer and ex-Congressman, was born in Jacksonville, 111., Oct. 5,
1835, and graduated at Lombard University,
Galesburg, at the age of 21. The following year
he was licensed to practice, but continued to pursue his professional studies, attending the Law
University at Louisville, Ky., from which institution he graduated in 1859. He was a member
of the Constitutional Convention of 1862, and
chairman of the Democratic State Central Committee in 1878. From 1869 to 1873 he represented
his District in Congress, resuming his practice
at Petersburg, Menard County, after his retirement.
McNULTA, John, soldier and ex-Congressman,
was born in New York City, Nov. 9, 1837, received
an academic education, was admitted to the bar,
and settled at Bloomington, in this State, while
yet a young man. On May 3, 1861, he enlisted as
a private in the Union army, and served until
August 9, 1865, rising, successively, to the rank
Lieutenant-Colonel, Colonel and
of Captain,
Brevet Brigadier-General. From 1869 to 1873 he
was a member of the lower house of the General
Assembly from McLean County, and, in 1872, was
elected to the Forty-third Congi-ess, as a Republican.
General McNulta has been prominent in
the councils of the Republican part}-, standing
second on the ballot for a candidate for Governor,
in the State Convention of 1888, and serving as
Permanent President of the State Convention of
1890.
In 1896 he was one of the most earnest
advocates of the nomination of Mr. McKinley for
President.
Some of his most important work,
within the past few years, has been performed in
connection with receiverships of certain railway
und other corporations, especially that of the
Wabash, St. Louis & Pacific Railroad, from 1884
He is now (1898) Receiver of the National
to 1890.
Bank of Illinois, Chicago. Died Feb. 22, 1900.
MePHERSON, Simeon J., clergyman, descended from the Clan McPherson of Scotland,
was born at Mumford, Monroe County, N. Y. Jan.
19, 1850; prepared for college at Leroy and Fulton,
and graduated at Princeton, N. J., in 1S74. Then,
after a year's service as teacher of mathematics
at his Alma Mater, he entered the Theological
,
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and graduated from that departhaving in the meantime traveled
through Europe, Egypt and Palestine. He was
licensed to preach by the Rochester Presbytery
in 1877, and spent three years (1879-82) in paswhen he actoral labor at East Orange, N. J.
cepted a call to the Second Presbyterian Church
of Chicago, remaining until the early part of 1899,
when he tendered his resignation to accept the
position of Director of the Lawrenceville Prepar-

Seminary

ment

there,

in 1879,

;

atory

Academy

of Princeton College, N. J.

McROBERTS,

Josiah, jurist, was born in
Monroe County, 111., June 12, 1820; graduated
from St. Mary's College (Mo.) in 1839; studied
law at Danville, 111., with his brother Samuel,
and, in 1842, entered the law department of

Transylvania University, graduating in 1844,
In 1846
after which he at once began practice.
he was elected to the State Senate for the Champaign and Vermilion District, at the expiration of
In 1852 he was
his term removing to Joliet.
appointed by Governor Matteson Trustee of the
Illinois & Michigan Canal, which office he held
In 1866 he was appointed Circuit
for four years.
Court Judge by Governor Oglesby, to fill a vacancy, and was re-elected in 1867, '73, '79, and '85,
but died a few months after his last election.
McROBERTS, Samuel, United States Senator, was born in Monroe County, 111., Feb. 20,
1799; graduated from Transylvania University in
1819; in 1821, was elected the first Circuit Clerk
of his native county, and, in 1825, appointed
Circuit Judge, which office he held for three
years. In 1828 he was elected State Senator,
representing the district comprising Monroe,
Clinton and Washington Counties. Later he was
appointed United States District Attorney by
President Jackson, but soon resigned to become
Receiver of Public Moneys at Danville, by
appointment of President Van Buren, and, in
1839, Solicitor of the General Land Office at
Washington. Resigning the latter office in the
fall of 1841, at the next session of the Illinois
Legislature he was elected United States Senator
to succeed John M. Robinson, deceased.
Died, at
Cincinnati, Ohio, March 22, 1843, being succeeded by James Semple.
McVICKER, James Hubert, actor and theatrical manager, was born in New York City, Feb.
14, 1822; thrown upon his own resources by the
death of his father in infancy and the necessity
of assisting to support his widowed mother, he
early engaged in various occupations, until, at
the age of 15, he became an apprentice in the
office of "The St. Louis Republican," three years
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later becoming a journeyman printer.
He first
appeared on the stage in the St. Charles Theater,

New

two years later was princomedian in Rice's Theater, Chicago, remaining until 1852, when he made a tour of the
Orleans, in 1843;

cipal

country, appearing in Yankee characters. About
1855 he made a tour of England and, on his
return, commenced building his first Chicago
theater, which was opened, Nov. 3, 1857, and was
conducted with varied fortune until burned down
in the great fire of 1871.
Rebuilt and remodeled
from time to time, it burned down a second time
in August, 1890, the losses from these several fires
having imposed upon Mr. McVicker a heavy
burden. Although an excellent comedian, Mr.
McVicker did not appear on the stage after 1882,
from that date giving his attention entirely to

He enjoyed in an eminent degree
and confidence, not only of the
profession, but of the general public.
Died in
Chicago, March 7, 1896.
McWILLIAMS, David, banker, Dwight, 111.,
was born in Belmont County, Ohio, Jan. 14, 1834;
was brought to Illinois in infancy and grew up on
a farm until 14 years of age, when he entered the
office of the Pittsfield (Pike County) "Free Press"
In 1849 he engaged in the
as an apprentice.
lumber trade with his father, the management of
which devolved upon him a few years later. In

management.
the

respect

the early 50's he was, for a time, a student in
Illinois College at Jacksonville, but did not
graduate; in 1855 removed to Dwight, Livingston
County, then a new town on the line of the Chicago & Altcn Railroad, which had been completed
to that point a few months previous. Here he
erected the first store building in the town, and
put in a §2,000 stock of goods on borrowed capital, remaining in the mercantile business for
eighteen years, and retaining an interest in the
establishment seven years longer. In the meantime, while engaged in merchandising, he began
a banking business, w-hich was enlarged on his
retirement from the former, receiving his entire
The profits derived from his banking
attention.
business were invested in farm lands until he
became one of the largest land-owners in Livingston County. Mr. McWilliams is one of the
original members of the first Methodist Episcopal
Church organized at Dwight, and has served as a
lay delegate to several General Conferences of
that denomination, as well as a delegate to the
Ecumenical Council in London in 1881 has also
been a liberal contributor to the support of various literary and theological institutions of the
church, and has served for many years as a Trus;
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tee of the Northwestern University at Evanston.
In politics he is a zealous Republican, and has
repeatedly served as a delegate to the State Conventions of that party, including the Bloomington
Convention of 1856, and was a candidate for
Presidential Elector for the Ninth District on the
Blaine ticket in 1884. He has made several extended tours to Europe and other foreign countries, the last including a trip to Egypt and the

Holy Land, during

1898-99.

MECHANICSBURG,
County, near the
Springfield.

of

a

village

Population

Sangamon

of

Wabash Railway,
(1880),

13 miles east
396;

(1890),

426; (1900), 476.

MEDILL,

Joseph, editor and newspaper pub6, 1823, in the vicinity (now
a part of the city) of St. John, N. B., of ScotchIrish parentage, but remotely of Huguenot
descent. At nine years of age he accompanied
his parents to Stark County, Ohio, where he
enjoyed such educational advantages as belonged
to that region and period. He entered an academy with a view to preparing for college, but his
family having suffered from a fire, he was compelled to turn his attention to business; studied
law, was admitted to the bar in 1846, and began
lisher,

was born, April

practice

at

New

Philadelphia,

in

Tuscarawas

County. Here he caught the spirit of journalism
by frequent visits to the office of a local paper,
learned to set type and to work a hand-press. In
1849 he bought a paper at Coshocton, of which he
assumed editorial charge, employing his brothers
The name of
as assistants in various capacities.
this paper was "The Coshocton Whig," which
he soon changed to "The Republican," in which
he dealt vigorous blows at political and other
abuses, which several times brought upon him
assaults from his political opponents that being
the style of political argument in those days.
Two years later, having sold out "The Republican," he established "The Daily Forest City" at
Cleveland a Whig paper with free-soil proclivities.
The following year "The Forest City" was
consolidated with "The Free-Democrat," a FreeSoil paper under the editorship of John C.
Vaughan, a South Carolina Abolitionist, the new
paper taking the name' of "The Cleveland
Leader." Mr. Medill, with the co-operation of
Mr. Vaughan, then went to work to secure the
consolidation of the elements opposed to slavery
in one compact organization.
In this he was
aided by the introduction of the Kansas-Nebraska

—

—

Bill in Congress, in
its

passage in

May

December,

1853, and, before
following, Mr. Medill had

begun to agitate the question of a union of

all

opposed to that measure in a new party under the
"Republican." During the winter of
1854-55 he received a call from Gen. J. D. Webster, at that time part owner of "The Chicago
Tribune," which resulted in his visiting Chicago
a few months later, and his purchase of an interest in the paper, his connection with the concern
dating from June 18, 1855. He was almost
immediately joined by Dr. Charles H. Ray, who
had been editor of "The Galena Jeff ersonian,
and, still later, by J. C. Vaughan and Alfred
Cowles, who bad been associated with him on
"The Cleveland Leader." Mr. Medill assumed
the position of managing editor, and, on the
retirement of Dr. Ray, in 1863, became editor-inchief until 1866, when he gave place to Horace
White, now of "The New York Evening Post."
During the Civil War period he was a zealous
supporter of President Lincoln's emancipation
policy, and served, for a time, as President of the
"Loyal League," which proved such an influential factor in upholding the hands of the Government during the darkest period of the
rebellion.
In 1869 Mr. Medill was elected to the
State Constitutional Convention, and, in that
body, was the leading advocate of the principle
of "minority representation" in the election of
Representatives, as it was finally incorporated
in the Constitution.
In 1871 he was appointed
by President Grant a member of the first Civil
Service Commission, representing a principle to
which he ever remained thoroughly committed.
A few weeks after the great fire of the same
year, he was elected Mayor of the city of Chicago.
The financial condition of the city at the time,
and other questions in issue, involved great difficulties and responsibilities, which he met in a
way to command general approval. During his
administration the Chicago Public Library was
established, Mr. Medill delivering the address at
its opening, Jan. 1, 1873.
Near the close of his
term as Mayor, he resigned the office and spent
the following year in Europe. Almost simultaneously with his return from his Eiu opean trip, he
secured a controlling interest in "The Tribune,"
resuming control of the paper, Nov. 9, 1874,
which, as editor-in-chief, he retained for the
remainder of his life of nearly twenty-five years.
The growth of the paper in business and influence,
from the beginning of his connection with it, was
one of the marvels of journalism, making it easily
one of the most successful newspaper ventures
Early
in the United States, if not in the world.
in December, 1898, Mr. Medill went to San
Antonio, Texas, hoping to receive relief in that

name

-
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mild climate from a chronic disease which had
been troubling him for years, but died in that
city, March 16, 1899, within three weeks of having reached his 76th birthday. The conspicuous
features of his character were a strong individuality and indomitable perseverance, which led
him never to accept defeat. A few weeks previous to his death, facts were developed going to
show that, in 1881, he was offered, by President
Postmaster-General,
which was declined, when he was tendered the
choice of any position in the Cabinet except two
which had been previously promised; also, that
he was offered a position in President Harrison's
Cabinet, in 1889.
the

Garfield,

MEDILL,

position

(Maj.)

of

William H.,

soldier,

was

born at Massillon, Ohio, Nov. 5, 1835; in 1855,
came to Chicago and was associated with "The
Prairie Farmer." Subsequently he was editor of
"The Stark County (Ohio) Republican," but
again returning to Chicago, at the beginning of
the war, was employed on "The Tribune," of
which his brother (Hon. Joseph Medill) was
After a few months' service in Barker's
editor.
Dragoons (a short-time organization), in September, 1861, he joined the Eighth Illinois Cavalry
(Colonel Farnsworth's), and, declining an election
as Major, was chosen Senior Captain. The regiment soon joined the Army of the Potomac. By
the promotion of his superior officers Captain
Medill was finally advanced to the command,
and, during the Peninsular campaign of 1862, led
his troops on a reconnoissance within twelve miles
of Richmond. At the battle of Gettysburg he
had command of a portion of his regiment, acquitting himself with great credit. A few days after,
while attacking a party of rebels who were
attempting to build a bridge across the Potomac
at Williamsburg, he received a fatal wound
through the lungs, dying at Frederick City, July
16, 1863.

MEEKER,

Moses, pioneer, was born in New-

17, 1790; removed to Cincinnati,
Ohio, in 1817, engaging in the manufacture of
white lead until 1822, when lie headed a pioneer
expedition to the frontier settlement at Galena,

ark, N. J.,

111.

,

ore.

June

upon the business of smelting leadserved as Captain of a company in the

to enter

He

Black Hawk War, later removing to Iowa
County, Wis., where he built the first smelting
works in that Territory, served in the Territorial
Legislature (1840-43) and in the first Constitutional Convention (1846).
A "History of the
Early Lead Regions," by him, appears in the
sixth volume of "The Wisconsin Historical Soci-

Collections."

ety

July

7,

Died,
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Shullsburg,

at

Wis.,

1865.

MELROSE,

a suburb of Chicago, 11 miles west

&

Northof the initial station of the Chicago
western Railroad, upon which it is located. It
has two or three churches, some manufacturing
establishments and one weekly paper. Population (1890), 1,050; (1900), 2,592.

MEMBRE, Zenobius, French missionary, was
born in France in 1645 accompanied La Salle on
his expedition to Illinois in 1679, and remained at
Fort Creve-Cceur with Henry de Tonty descended
the Mississippi with La Salle in 1682 returned to
France and wrote a history of the expedition,
and, in 1684, accompanied La Salle on his final
expedition is supposed to have landed with La
Salle in Texas, and there to have been massacred
;

;

;

;

by the natives

MENARD,

in 1687.
(See La Salle and Tonty.)
Pierre, French pioneer and first

Lieutenant-Governor, was born at St. Antoine,
Can., Oct. 7, 1766; settled at Kaskaskia, in 1790,

and engaged in trade. Becoming interested in
politics, he was elected to the Territorial Council
of Indiana, and later to the Legislative Council of
Illinois Territory,

being presiding officer of the

latter until the admission of Illinois as a State.

He

was, for several years,

and

in this capacity negotiated several important

Government Agent,

with the Indians, of whose characterishe seemed to have an intuitive perception. He
was of a nervous temperament, impulsive and
generous. In 1818 he was elected the first Lieutenant-Governor of the new State. His term of
office having expired, he retired to private life
treaties

tics

and the care of

He died
leaving what was

his extensive business.

at Kaskaskia, in June,

1844,

then considered a large estate. Among his assets,
however, were found a large number of promissory notes, which he had endorsed for personal
friends, besides many uncollectable accounts
from poor people, to whom he had sold goods
through pure generosity. Menard County was
named for him, and a statue in his honor stands
in the capitol grounds at Springfield, erected by
the son of his old partner Charles Pierre Chou-

—

teau, of St. Louis.

MENARD COUNTY, near the geographical
center of the State, and originally a part of
Sangamon, but separately organized in 1839, the
Provisional Commissioners being Joseph WatWilliam Engle and George W. Simpson.
The county was named in honor of Pierre Menard,
kins,

who

Kaskaskia prior to the Territorial
Illinois.
(See Menard, Pierre.)
Cotton was an important crop until 1830, when
settled at

organization of
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agriculture underwent a change. Stock-raising
Three fine veins
is now extensively carried on.
of bituminous coal underlie the county. Among
early American settlers may be mentioned the

Matthew Rogers, Amor Batterton, SoloPruitt and William Gideon. The names of

Clarys,

mon

Meadows, Montgomery, Green, Boyer and Grant
are also familiar to early settlers. The county
furnished a company of eighty-six volunteers for
the Mexican War. The county-seat is at Petersburg.

The area of the county

is

320 square miles,

its population, under the last census, 14,336.
In 1829 was laid out the town of Salem, now
extinct, but for some years the home of Abraham
Lincoln, who was once its Postmaster, and who
marched thence to the Black Hawk War as
Captain of a company.
MENDON, a town of Adams County, on the
Burlington & Quincy Division of the Chicago,
Burlington & Quincy Railway, 15 miles northeast
of Quincy has a bank and a newspaper is surrounded by a farming and stock-raising district.
Population (1880), 652; (1890), 640; (1900), 627.
MENDOTA, a city in La Salle County, founded
in 1853, at the junction of the Chicago, Burlington
& Quincy with its Rochelle and Fulton brandies
and the Illinois Central Railway, 80 miles southwest of Chicago. It has eight churches, three
graded and two high schools, and a public library
Wartburg Seminary (Lutheran, opened

and

;

;

located here.
The chief industrial
two iron foundries, machine shops,
plow works and a brewery. The city has three
banks and four weekly newspapers.
The surrounding country is agricultural and the city lias
in 1853)

is

plants are

considerable

local

trade.

Population

(1890),

MERCER COUNTY, a western county, with an
area of 555 square miles and a population (1900)
of 20,945— named for Gen. Hugh Mercer. The
Mississippi forms the western boundary, and
along this river the earliest American settlements
were made. William Dennison, a Pennsylvanian,
settled in New Boston Township in 1828, and,
before the expiration of a half dozen years, the
Vannattas, Keith, Jackson, Wilson, Farlow,
Bridges, Perry and Fleharty had arrived. Mercer County was separated from Warren, and
specially organized in 1825.
The soil is a rich,
black loam, admirably adapted to the cultivation
A good quality of building stone is
of cereals.
found at various points. Aledo is the countyThe county lies on the outskirts of the
seat.
in 1845.

located in Chicago, and
in the State chartered in 1847 or 1848 as the "Illinois General
Hospital of the Lakes." No steps were taken
first

permanent hospital

—

toward organization until 1850, when, with a
scanty fund scarcely exceeding §150, twelve beds
were secured and placed on one floor of a boarding house, whose proprietress was engaged as
nurse and stewardess. Drs. N. S. Davis and
Daniel Brainard were, respectively, the first
physician and surgeon in charge. In 1851 the
hospital was given in charge of the Sisters of
Mercy, who at once enlarged and improved the
accommodations, and, in 1852, changed its name
to Mercy Hospital. Three or four years later, a
removal was made to a building previously occupied as an orphan asylum. Being the only public hospital in the city, its wards were constantly
overcrowded, and, in 1869, a more capacious and
better arranged building was erected. This
edifice it has continued to occupy, although many
additions and improvements have been, and are
still being, made.
The Sisters of Mercy own the
grounds and buildings, and manage the nursing
and all the domestic and financial affairs of the
institution.
The present medical staff (1896)
consists of thirteen physicians and surgeons,
besides three internes, or resident practitioners.
MERED0SI4,a town in Morgan County, on
the east bank of the Illinois River and on the
Wabash Railway, some 58 miles west of Springfield
is a grain shipping point and fishing and
hunting resort.
It was the first Illinois River
point to be connected with the State capital by
railroad in 1838. Population (1890), 621; (1900), 700.
'

;

MERRIAM,

(Col.) Jonathan, soldier, legislaand farmer, was born in Vermont, Nov. 1,
1834; was brought to Springfield, 111., when two

tor

3,542; (1900), 3,736.

Illinois coal fields

MERCY HOSPITAL,

the

and mining was commenced

years old, living afterwards at Alton, his parents
finally locating, in 1841, in Tazewell County,
where he now resides when not officially employed pursuing the occupation of a farmer. He
was educated at Wesleyan University, Bloomington, and at McKendree College; entered the
Union army in 1862, being commissioned Lieutenant-Colonel of the One Hundred and Seventeenth Illinois Infantry, and serving to the close
of the war.
During the Civil War period he was
one of the founders of the "Union League of
America," which proved so influential a factor
in sustaining the war policy of the Government.
He was also a member of the State Constitutional
Convention of 1869-70; an unsuccessful Republican nominee for Congress in 1870; served as
Collector of Internal Revenue for the Springfield

—

—
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District from 1873 to '83, was a Representative in
the Thirty-ninth and Fortieth General Assemblies, and, in 1897, was appointed, by President
McKinley, Pension Agent for the State of Illinois,
with headquarters in Chicago. Thoroughly patriotic and of incorruptible integrity, he has won
the respect and confidence of all in every public
position he has been called to fill.
MERRILL, Stephen Mason, Methodist Episcopal Bishop, was born in Jefferson County, Ohio,
Sept. 16, 1825, entered the Ohio Conference of the
Methodist Episcopal Church, in 1864, as a traveling preacher, and, four years later, became editor
of "The Western Christian Advocate," at Cincinnati.
He was ordained Bishop at Brooklyn in
1872, and, after two years spent in Minnesota,
removed to Chicago, where lie still resides. The
degree of D.D. was conferred upon him by Ohio
Wesleyan University, in 1868, and that of LL.D.
by the Northwestern University, in 1886. He has
Baptism" (Cincinnati,
published "Christian
1876); "New Testament Idea of Hell" (1878);
"Second Coming of Christ" (1879); "Aspects of

Christian Experience" (1882); "Digest of Methodist Law" (1885); and "Outlines of Thought on

Probation"

(1886).

MERRITT, John W., journalist, was born in
New York City, July 4, 1806; studied law and
a time, with the celebrated James
Brady as a partner. In 1841 he removed to
St. Clair County, 111., purchased and, from 1848
to '51, conducted "The Belleville Advocate";
later, removed to Salem, 111., where he established
"The Salem Advocate"; served as Assistant Secpracticed, for
T.

retary of the State Constitutional Convention of

and as Representative in the Twenty-third
General Assembly. In 1864 he purchased "The
State Register" at Springfield, and was its editor
Died, Nov. 16, 1878. Thomas
for several years.
E. (Merritt), son of the preceding, lawyer and
politician, was born in New York City, April 29,
1834; at six years of age was brought by his
father to Illinois, where he attended the common
schools and later learned the trade of carriagepainting. Subsequently he read law, and was
admitted to the bar, at Springfield, in 1862. In
1868 he was elected, as a Democrat, to the lower
house of the General Assembly from the Salem
1862,

—

and was re-elected to the same body in
'76, '86 and '88.
He also served two
terms in the Senate (1878-'86), making an almost
continuous service in the General Assembly of
District,

1870, '74,

eighteen years. He has repeatedly been a member of State conventions of his party, and stands
as one of its trusted representatives. Maj.-Gen.

Wesley

another son, was born in

(Merritt),

New

came with his father to Illichildhood, and was appointed a cadet at

York, June
nois in
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West Point

16, 1836,

Military

Academy from

this State,

graduating in 1860 became a Second Lieutenant
in the regular army, the same year, and was promoted to the rank of First Lieutenant, a year
later.
After the beginning of the Civil War, he
was rapidly promoted, reaching the rank of
Brigadier-General of Volunteers in 1862, and
being mustered out, in 1866, with the brevet rank
of Major-General. He re-entered the regular
army as Lieutenant-Colonel, was promoted to a
colonelcy in 1876, and, in 1887, received a commission as Brigadier-General, in 1897 becoming
Major-General. He was in command, for a time,
of the Department of the Missouri, but, on his
last promotion, was transferred to the Department of the East, with headquarters at Governor's Island, N. Y. Soon after the beginning
of the war with Spain, he was assigned to the
command of the land forces destined for the
Philippines, and appointed Military Governor of
the Islands. Towards the close of the year he
returned to the United States and resumed his old
command at New York.
MESSINGER, John, pioneer surveyor and cartographer, was born at West Stockbridge, Mass.,
in 1771, grew up on a farm, but secured a good
education, especially in mathematics. Going to
Vermont in 1783, he learned the trade of a carpenter and mill- wright removed to Kentucky in
1799, and, in 1802 to Dlinois (then a part of Indiana Territory), locating first in the American
Bottom and, later, at New Design within the
present limits of Monroe County. Two years
later he became the proprietor of a mill, and,
between 1804 and 1806, taught one of the earliest
schools in St. Clair County. The latter year he
took up the vocation of a surveyor, which he followed for many years as a sub-contractor under
William Rector, surveying much of the land in
;

;

;

and Randolph Counties, and,

still later,

assisting in determining the northern

boundary

St. Clair

of the State.

He

also served

for a time

as a
teacher of mathematics in Rock Spring Seminary
in 1821 published "A Manual, or Hand-Book,
intended for Convenience in Practical Surveying," and prepared some of the earlier State and
county maps. In 1808 he was elected to the
Indiana TeiTitorial Legislature, to fill a vacancy,
and took part in the steps which resulted in setting up a separate Territorial Government for
Illinois, the following year.
He also received an
appointment as the first Surveyor of St. Clair
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County under the new Territorial Government;
was chosen a Delegate from St. Clair County to
the Convention of 1818, which framed the first
State Constitution, and, the same year, was
elected a Representative in the First General
Assembly, serving as Speaker of that body.
After leaving New Design, the later years of his
life were spent on a farm two and a half miles
north of Belleville, where he died in 1846.
METAMORA, a town of Woodford County, on
a branch of the Chicago & Alton Railroad, 19

miles east-northeast of Peoria and some thirty
miles northwest of Bloomington; is center of a
The town has a creamery,
fine farming district.
soda factory, one bank, three churches, two
Population
newspapers, schools and a park.
(1880)

828;

758.

(1900),

Metamora was the

county -seat of Woodford County until 1899, when
the seat of justice was removed to Eureka.
METCALF, Andrew W., lawyer, was born in
Guernsey County, Ohio, August 6, 1828; educated
at Madison College in his native State, graduating
in 1846, and, after studying law at Cambridge,
Ohio, three years, was admitted to the bar in
1850.
The following year he went to Appleton,
Wis. but remained only a year, when he removed
to St. Louis, then to Edwardsville, and shortly
after to Alton, to take charge of the legal business of George T. Brown, then publisher of "The
Alton Courier." In 1853 he returned to Edwardsville to reside permanently, and, in 1859, was
appointed by Governor Bissell State's Attorney
for Madison County, serving one year.
In 1864
he was elected State Senator for a term of four
years was a delegate to the Republican National
Convention of 1872, and, in 1876, a lay delegate
from the Southern Illinois Conference of the
Methodist Episcopal Church to the General Conference at Baltimore has also been a Trustee of
McKendree College, at Lebanon, 111., for more
than twenty-five years.
METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, one of
the most numerous Protestant church organizations in the United States and in Illinois.
Rev.
Joseph Lillard was the first preacher of this sect
to settle in the Northwest Territory, and Capt.
Joseph Ogle was the first class-leader (1795). It
,

;

;

stated that the first American preacher in the
American Bottom was Rev. Hosea Riggs (1796).
Rev. Benjamin Young took charge of the first
is

Methodist mission in 1803, and, in 1804, this mission was attached to the Cumberland (Tenn.)
circuit.
Revs. Joseph Oglesby and Charles R.
Matheny were among the early circuit riders. In
1820 there were seven circuits in Illinois, and, in

twenty-eight, the actual
1830,
membership
exceeding 10,000. The first Methodist service in
Chicago was held by Rev. Jesse Walker, in 1826.
The first Methodist society in that city was
organized by Rev. Stephen R. Beggs, in June,
1831.
By 1835 the number of circuits had increased to 61, with 370 ministers and 15,000 memRev. Peter Cartwright was among the
bers.

early revivalists.

The growth

of this denomi-

nation in the State has been extraordinary. By
1890, it had nearly 2,000 churches, 937 ministers,

—

members the total number of Methothe United States, by the same census,
being 4,980,240. The church property owned in
1890 (including parsonages) approached §111,000,000, and the total contributions were estimated

and

151,000

dists in

The denomination in Illinois suptwo theological seminaries and the Garrett

at §2, 073, 923.

ports

Biblical Institute at Evanston.
"The Northwestern Christian Advocate, "' with a circulation
of some 30,000, is its official organ in Illinois.
(See also Religions Denominations.)
METROPOLIS CITY, the county -seat of Massac
County, 156 miles southeast of St. Louis, situated
on the Ohio River and on the St. Louis and
Paducali Division of the Illinois Central Railroad.
The city was founded in 1839, on the site
of old Fort Massac, which was erected by the
French, aided by the Indians, about 1711. Its
industries consist largely of various forms of
wood-working.
Saw and planing mills are a
commercial factor; other establishments turn

out wheel, buggy and wagon material, barrel
staves and heads, boxes and baskets, and veneers.
There are also flouring mills and potteries. The
city has a public library, two banks, waterworks, electric lights, numerous churches, high
school and graded schools, and three papers.
Population (1880), 2,668; (1890), 3,573; (1900), 4,069.

MEXICAN WAR.

Briefly

stated,

this

war

originated in the annexation of Texas to the
United States, early in 1846. There was a disagreement as to the western boundary of Texas.

Mexico complained of encroachment upon her
and hostilities began with the battle of
Palo Alto, May 8, and ended with the treaty of
peace, concluded at Guadalupe Hidalgo, near the
City of Mexico, Feb. 2, 1848. Among the most
prominent figures were President Polk, under
whose administration annexation was effected,
and Gen. Zachary Taylor, who was chief in command in the field at the beginning of the war, and

territory,

was elected Polk's successor. Illinois furnished
more than her full quota of troops for the struggle.
May 13, 1846, war was declared. On May
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Governor Ford issued his proclamation calling

for the enlistment of three regiments of infantry,

The response

the assessed quota of the State.

Alton was named as
the rendezvous, and Col. (afterwards General)
Sylvester Churchill was the mustering officer.
The regiments mustered in were commanded,
respectively, by Col. John J. Hardin, Col. Wm. H.
Bissell (afterwards Governor) and Col. Ferris
Forman. An additional twelve months' regiment
(the Fourth) was accepted, under command of
Col. E. D. Baker, who later became United States
Senator from Oregon, and fell at the battle of
Ball's Bluff, in October, 1861.
A second call was
made in April, 1847, under which Illinois sent
two more regiments, for the war, towards the
Mexican frontier. These were commanded by

was prompt and

Col.

general.

Edward W.

Collins.

B.

Newby and

Independent

companies

James

Col.

were

also

there were
some 150 volunteers who joined the regiments
already in the field. Commanders of the inde-

tendered

and

accepted.

Besides,

pendent companies were Capts. Adam Dunlap,
of Schuyler County; Wyatt B. Stapp, of Warren; Michael K. Lawler, of Shawneetown, and
Col. John J. Hardin,
Buena Vista, and the
includes many names of

Josiah Little.

was

killed at

tuary list
and bravest sons.
battle of

Buena

of the First,
official

mor-

Illinois' best

After participating

in

the

Vista, the Illinois troops shared

in the triumphal entry into the City of Mexico,
on Sept. 16, 1847, and (in connection with those
from Kentucky) were especially complimented in
General Taylor's official report. The Third and
Fourth regiments won distinction at Vera Cruz,
Cerro Gordo and the City of Mexico. At the
second of these battles, General Shields fell
severely (and, as supposed for a time, mortally)
wounded. Colonel Baker succeeded Shields, led
a gallant charge, and really turned the day at
Cerro Gordo. Among the officers honorably
named by General Scott, in his official report, were
Colonel Forman, Major Harris, Adjutant Fondey,
Capt. J. S. Post, and Lieutenants Hammond and
Davis. All the Illinois troops were mustered out
between May 25, 1847 and Nov. 7, 1848, the independent companies being the last to quit the
service.

The

total

whom

number

of

volunteers

was

were killed, and 160 wounded,
Gallant
12 of the latter dying of their wounds.
service in the Mexican War soon became a passport to political preferment, and some of the
6,123, of

86

brave soldiers of 1846-47 subsequently achieved
merited distinction in civil life. Many also became distinguished soldiers in the War of the
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Rebellion, including such names as John A.
Logan, Richard J. Oglesby, M. K. Lawler, James
D. Morgan, W. H. L. Wallace, B. M. Prentiss,

W. R. Morrison, L. F. Ross, and others. The
cost of the war, with §15,000,000 paid for territory
annexed, is estimated at $166,500,000 and the
extent of territory acquired, nearly 1,000,000
considerably more than the
square miles
whole of the present territory of the Republic of
Mexico.
MEYER, John, lawyer and legislator, was born
in Holland, Feb. 27, 1852; came to Chicago at the
age of 12 years entered the Northwestern University, supporting himself by labor during vacations and by teaching in a night school, until his
third year in the university, when he became a
student in the Union College of Law, being
admitted to the bar in 1879; was elected from
Cook County to the Thirty-fifth General Assembly
(1884), and re-elected to the Thirty-sixth, Thirtyeighth and Thirty-ninth, being chosen Speaker of
the latter (Jan. 18, 1895). Died in office, at Freeport, 111., July 3, 1895, during a special session of
the General Assembly.
MIAMIS, The. The preponderance of authority favors the belief that this tribe of Indians was
originally a part of the Ill-i-ni or Illinois, but the
date of their separation from the parent stock
cannot be told. It is likely, however, that it
occurred before the French pushed their explorations froiu Canada westward and southward,
into and along the Mississippi Valley.
Father
Dablon alludes to the presence of Miamis (whom
he calls Ou-mi-a-mi) in a mixed Indian village,
near the mouth of Fox River of Wisconsin, in
1670.
The orthography of their name is varied.
The Iroquois and the British generally knew
them as the "Twightwees, " and so they were
commonly called by the American colonists.
The Weas and Piankeshaws were of the same
tribe
When La Salle founded his colony at
Starved Rock, the Miamis had villages which
could muster some 1,950 warriors, of which the
Weas had 500 and the Piankeshaws 150, the remaining 1,300 being Miamis proper. In 1671
(according to a written statement by Charlevoix
in 1721), the Miamis occupied three villages:
one on the St. Joseph River, one on the Maumee and one on the "Ouabache" (Wabash).
They were friendly toward the French until
1694, when
a large number of them were
massacred by a party of Sioux, who carried
firearms which had been furnished them by
the Frenchmen. The breach thus caused was
never closed. Having become possessed of guns

—

;

—
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themselves, the Miamis were ahle, not only to

hold their own, but also to extend their hunting
grounds as far eastward as the Scioto, alternately
warring with the French, British and Americans.
General Harrison says of them that, ten years
before the treaty of Greenville, they could have
brought upon the field a body of 3,000 "of the
finest light troops in the world," but lacking in
Border warfare and
discipline and enterprise.
smallpox, however, had, by that date (1795),
greatly reduced their numerical strength. The
main seat of the Miamis was at Fort "Wayne,

whose residents, because of their superior numbers and intelligence, dominated all other bands
except the Piankeshaws. The physical and
moral deterioration of the tribe began immediLittle by
ately after the treaty of Greenville.
little, they ceded their lands to the United States,
the money received therefor being chiefly squandered in debauchery. Decimated by vice and
disease, the remnants of this once powerful aboriginal nation gradually drifted westward across
the Mississippi, whence their valorous sires had
emigrated two centuries before. The small remnant of the band finally settled in Indian Territory, but they have made comparatively little
progress toward civilization.
(See also Piankeshaws; Weas.)
MICHAEL REESE HOSPITAL, located in
Chicago, under care of the association known as
the United Hebrew Charities. Previous to 1871
this association maintained a small hospital for
the care of some of its beneficiaries, but it was
destroyed in the conflagration of that year, and no
immediate effort to rebuild was made. In 1880,
however, Michael Reese, a Jewish gentleman
who had accumulated a large fortune in California, bequeathed 897,000 to the organization.
With this sum, considerably increased by additions from other sources, an imposing building
was erected, well arranged and thoroughly
equipped for hospital purposes. The institution
thus founded was named after its principal benefactor.
Patients are received without discrimination as to race or religion, and more than half
those admitted are charity patients. The present
medical staff consists of thirteen surgeons and
physicians,
several of
whom are eminent
specialists.

MICHIGAN
main

CENTRAL

RAILROAD.

The

extends from Chicago
to Detroit, 270 miles, with trackage facilities
from Kensington, 14 miles, over the line of the
Illinois Central, to its terminus in Chicago.
line of this

Branch

road

lines (leased, proprietary

and operated)

in

Canada, Michigan, Indiana and Illinois swell the
miles.— (History.) The
company was chartered in 1846, and purchased
from the State of Michigan the line from Detroit
to Kalamazoo, 144 miles, of which construction had
been begun in 1836. The road was completed to
Michigan City in 1850, and, in May, 1852, reached
Kensington, 111. As at present constituted, the
road (with its auxiliaries) forms an integral part
of what is popularly known as the "Vanderbilt
System." Only 35 miles of the entire line are
operated in Illinois, of which 29 belong to the
Joliet & Northern Indiana branch (which see).
The outstanding capital stock (1898) was $18,738,000 and the funded debt, $19,101,000. Earnings in Illinois the same year, $484,002; total
operating expenses, $540,905; taxes, $24,250.
MICHIGAN, LAKE. (See Lake Michigan.)
MIHALOTZY, Geza, soldier, a native of Hungary and compatriot of Kossuth in the Magyar
struggle; came to Chicago in 1848, in 1861 enlisted
in the One Hundred and Twenty-fourth Illinois
Volunteers (first "Hecker regiment"), and, on
the resignation of Colonel Hecker, a few weeks
total mileage to 1,643.56

later,

was promoted

soldier,

to the Colonelcy.

A trained

he served with gallantry and distinction,

but was fatally wounded at Buzzard's Roost, Feb.
dying at Chattanooga, March 11, 1864.
MILAN, a town of Rock Island County, on the
Rock Island & Peoria Railway, six miles south of
Rock Island. It is located on Rock River, has
several mills, a bank and a newspaper. Popula24, 1864,

tion (1880), 845; (1890), 692; (1900), 719.
M1LBURN, (Rev.) William Henry,

man, was born

At the age

clergy-

in Philadelphia, Sept. 26,

1826.

of five years he almost totally lost

sight in both eyes, as the result of an accident,

and subsequent malpractice in their treatment.
For a time he was able to decipher letters with
difficulty, and thus learned to read.
In the face
of such obstacles he carried on his studies until

when he accompanied his father's
family to Jacksonville, 111., and, five years later,
became an itinerant Methodist preacher. For a
time he rode a circuit covering 200 miles, preaching, on an average, ten times a week, for $100 per
In 1845, while on a Mississippi steamboat,
year.
he publicly rebuked a number of Congressmen,
who were his fellow passengers, for intemperance
and gaming. This resulted in his being made
Chaplain of the House of Representatives. From
1848 to 1850 he was pastor of a church at Montgomery, Ala., during which time he was tried
12 years of age,

for heresy,

Church."

and later became pastor of a "Free
Again, in 1853, he was chosen Chap-
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While in Europe, in 1859, he
took orders in the Episcopal Church, but returned
He has since been twice
to Methodism in 1871.
Chaplain of the House (1885 and '87) and three
times (1893, '95 and '97) elected to the same posilain of Congress.

tion in the Senate

He

is

generally

known

as

"the blind preacher" and achieved considerable
prominence by his eloquence as a lecturer on
"What a Blind Man Saw in Europe." Among
his published writings are, "Rifle, Axe and Saddlebags" (1856), "Ten Years of Preacher Life"
(1858) and "Pioneers, Preachers and People of the
Mississippi Valley" (1860).
MILCHRIST, Thomas E., lawyer, was born in
the Isle of Man in 1839, and, at the age of eight
years, came to America with his parents, who
Here he attended school
settled in Peoria, 111.
and worked on a farm until the beginning of the
Civil War, when he enlisted in the One Hundred
and Twelfth Illinois Volunteers, serving until
1865, and being discharged with the rank of CapAfter the war he read law with John I.
tain.
Bennett then of Galena, but later Master in
Chancery of the United States Court at Chicago
was admitted to the bar in 1867, and, for a
number of years, served as State's Attorney in
Henry County. In 1888 he was a delegate from
Illinois to the Republican National Convention,
and the following year was appointed by President Harrison United States District Attorney
Since
for the Northern District of Illinois.
retiring from office in 1893, Mr. Milchrist has been
engaged in private practice in Chicago. In 1898
he was elected a State Senator for the Fifth District (city of Chicago) in the Forty-first General
Assembly.
MILES, Nelson A., Major-General, was born
at Westminster, Mass., August 8, 1839, and, at
the breaking out of the Civil War, was engaged
In
in mercantile pursuits in the city of Boston.
October, 1861, he entered the service as a Second
Lieutenant in a Massachusetts regiment, distinguished himself at the battles of Fair Oaks,
Charles City Cross Roads and Malvern Hill,
In Sepin one of which he was wounded.
tember, 1862, he was Colonel of the Sixtyfirst New York, which he led at Fredericksburg
and at Chancellorsville, where he was again
severely wounded. He commanded the First

—

—

Brigade of the First Division of the Second Army
Corps in the Richmond campaign, and was made
Brigadier-General, May 12, 1864, and MajorGeneral, by brevet, for gallantry shown at Ream's
At the
Station, in December of the same year.
<

close of the

war he was commissioned Colonel

of
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the Fortieth United States Infantry, and distinguished himself in campaigns against the Indians;
became a Brigadier-General in 1880, and MajorGeneral in 1890, in the interim being in command
of the Department of the Columbia, and, after
1890, of the Missouri, with headquarters at Chicago.
Here he did much to give efficiency and
importance to the post at Fort Sheridan, and, in
1894, rendered valuable service in checking the
strike riots about Chicago.
Near the close of the
year he was transferred to the Department of the
East, and, on the retirement of General Schofield

was placed in command of the army,
with headquarters in Washington. During the
Spanish-American war (1898) General Miles gave
in 1895,

attention to the fitting out of troops for the Cuban
and Porto Rican campaigns, and visited Santiago

during the siege conducted by General Shatter,
but took no active command in the field until the
occupation of Porto Rico, which was conducted
with rare discrimination and good judgment, and
with comparatively little loss of life or suffering
to the troops.

MILFORD, a prosperous village of Iroquois
County, on the Chicago & Eastern Illinois Railroad, 88 miles south of Chicago; is in a rich farming region; has water and sewerage systems,
electric lights, two brick and tile works, three
large grain elevators, flour mill, three churches,

good schools, a public library and a weekly newspaper.
It is an important shipping point for
grain and live-stock.
Population (1890), 957;
(1900), 1,077.

MILITARY BOUNTY LANDS.

(See Military

Tract.

MILITARY TRACT, a popular name given to
a section of the State, set apart under an act of
Congress, passed, May 6, 1812, as bounty -lands for
soldiers in the war with Great Britain commencing the same year. Similar reservations in the
Territories of Michigan and Louisiana (now
Arkansas) were provided for in the same act.
The lands in Illinois embraced in this act were
between the Illinois and Mississippi
Rivers, and extended from the junction of these

situated

streams due north, by the Fourth Principal Meridian, to the northern boundary of Township 15
north of the "Base Line." This "base line"
started about opposite the present site of Beardstown, and extended to a point on the Mississippi
about seven miles north of Quincy. The northern border of the "Tract" was identical with
the northern boundary of Mercer County, which,
extended eastward, reached the Illinois about
the present village of De Pue, in the southeastern

HISTOKICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.

376

part of Bureau County, where the Illinois makes
a great bend towards the south, a few miles west
of the city of Peru. The distance between the
Illinois and the Mississippi, by this line, was about
90 miles, and the entire length of the "Tract,"

from its northern boundary to the junction of
the two rivers, was computed at 169 miles, consisting of 90 miles north of the "base line" and 79
miles south of it, to the junction of the rivers.

—

The "Tract" was surveyed

in 1815-16.

It

com-

prised 207 entire townships of six miles square,
each, and 61 fractional townships, containing an

area of 5,360,000 acres, of which 3,500,000 acres—
a little less than two-thirds were appropriated to

—

military bounties. The residue consisted partly
of fractional sections bordering on rivers, partly of
fractional quarter-sections bordering on township
lines, and containing more or less than 160 acres,
and partly of lands that were returned by the sur-

veyors as unfit for cultivation. In addition to
this, there were large reservations not coming
within the above exceptions, being the overplus
of lands after satisfying the military claims, and
subject to entry and purchase on the same conThe "Tract"
ditions as other Government lands.
thus embraced the present counties of Calhoun,
Pike, Adams, Brown, Schuyler, Hancock, Mc-

Donough, Fulton, Peoria, Stark, Knox, Warren,
Henderson and Mercer, with parts of Henry,
Bureau, Putnam and Marshall or so much of
them as was necessary to meet the demand for
Immigration to this region set in quite
bounties.
actively about 1823, and the development of some
portions, for a time, was very rapid but later, its
growth was retarded by the conflict of "taxtitles" and bounty -titles derived by purchase
from the original holders. This led to a great
deal of litigation, and called for considerable
legislation but since the adjustment of these
questions, this region has kept pace with the most
favored sections of the State, and it now includes
some of the most important and prosperous towns
and cities and many of the finest farms in

—

;

;

Illinois.

MILITIA.
of the

War

taught by the experiences
and the necessity of providing

Illinois,

of 1812

for protection of its citizens against the incur-

began the adopsuch measures as were
in the several States for the main-

sions of Indians on
tion, at

an early

its

borders,

date, of

then common
tenance of a State militia. The Constitution of
1818 made the Governor "Commander-in-Chief
of the army and navy of this State," and declared
that the militia of the State should 'consist of
all free male able-bodied persons (negroes, mu'

lattoes

State,

and Indians excepted) resident in the
oetween the ages of 18 and 45 years," and

this classification

was continued

stitutions, except that of 1870,

in the later con-

which omits

all

reference to the subject of color. In each there
is the same general provision exempting persons

"conscientious scruples
against
bearing arms," although subject to payment of
an equivalent for such exemption. The first law
on the subject, enacted by the first General
Assembly (1819), provided for the establishment
of a general militia system for the State and the
entertaining

;

fact that this

was modified, amended or wholly

changed by acts passed at the sessions of 1821,
'23, '25, '26, '27, '29, '33, '37 and '39, shows the
estimation in which the subject was held. While
many of these acts were of a special character,
providing for a particular class of organization,
the general law did little except to require persons subject to military duty, at stated periods, to
attend county musters, which were often conducted in a very informal manner, or made the
occasion of a sort of periodical frolic. The act of
July, 1833 (following the Black Hawk War),
required an enrollment of "all free, white, male
inhabitants of military age (except such as might
be exempt under the Constitution or laws)";
divided the State into five divisions by counties,
each division to be organized into a certain specified number of brigades.
This act was quite
elaborate, covering some twenty-four pages, and
provided for regimental, battalion and company
musters, defined the duties of officers, manner of
election, etc.
The act of 1837 encouraged the
organization of volunteer companies. The Mexi-

can

War

(1815-47)

gave a new impetus to this

War of the
Rebellion (1861-65). While the office of Adjutant-General had existed from the first, its duties
except during the Black Hawk and Mexican
class of legislation, as also did the

—

—

Wars were rather nominal, and were discharged
without stated compensation, the incumbent
being merely Chief -of-staff to the Governor as
Commander-in-Chief. The War of the Rebellion
at once brought it into prominence, as an important part of the State Government, which it has
since maintained. The various measures passed,
during this period, belong rather to the history of
the late war than to the subject of this chapter.
In 1865, however, the office was put on a different
footing, and the important part it had played,
during the preceding four years, was recognized
by the passage of "an act to provide for the appointment, and designate the work, fix the pay
and prescribe the duties, of the Adjutant-General
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Illinois." During the next four years, its
most important work was the publication of
eight volumes of war records, containing a com-

of

and men of the various
regiments and other military organizations from
plete roster of the officers

Illinois,

a

list

with an outline of their movements and
which they were engaged.

of the battles in

To the Adjutant-General's office, as now adminisis entrusted the custody of the warrecords, battle-flags and trophies of the late war.
A further step was taken, in 1877, in the passage
of an act formulating a military code and providing for more thorough organization. Modifying
amendments to this act were adopted in 1879 and
While, under these laws, "all able-bodied
1885.
male citizens of this State, between the ages of 18
and 45" (with certain specified exceptions), are
declared "subject to military duty, and desigtered,

nated as the Illinois State Militia," provision is
made for the organization of a body of "active
militia," designated as the "Illinois National
Guard, "to consist of "not more than eighty-four
companies of infantry, two batteries of artillery
and two troops of cavalry," recruited by voluntary enlistments for a period of three years, with
right to re-enlist for one or more years. The
National Guard, as at present constituted, consists of three brigades, with a total force of about
9,000 men, organized into nine regiments, besides
the batteries and cavalry already mentioned.
Gatling guns are used by the artillery and breechloading rifles by the infantry. Camps of instruction are held for the regiments, respectively one
each year,
or more regiments participating

—

—

"Camp Lincoln" near Springfield,
when regimental and brigade drills, competitive
An act
rifle practice and mock battles are had.
usually at

establishing the "Naval Militia of

Illinois," to

more than eight divisions or companies," divided into two battalions of four divisions each, was passed by the General Assembly
consist of "not

—the whole

to be under the command of
with the rank of Commander. The
commanding officer of each battalion is styled a
"Lieutenant-Commander," and both the Commander and Lieutenant-Commanders have their
of 1893

an

officer

respective

staffs—their

organization, in

other

conformable to the laws of the
United States. A set of "Regulations," based
upon these several laws, has been prepared by the
Adjutant-General for the government of the
various organizations. The Governor is authorized, by law, to call out the militia to resist invasion, or to suppress violence and enforce execution

respects, being

of the laws,

when

called

upon by the

civil author-
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any city, town or county. This authority,
however, is exercised with great discretion, and
only when the local authorities are deemed unable
The
to cope with threatened resistance to law.
officers of the National Guard, when called into
actual service for the suppression of riot or the
enforcement of the laws, receive the same compensation paid to officers of the United States
army of like grade, while the enlisted men receive
$2 per day. During the time they are at any
encampment, the officers and men alike receive
$1 per day, with necessary subsistence and cost
of transportation to and from the encampment.
(For list of incumbents in Adjutant-General's
office, see Adjutants-General; see, also, SpanishAmerican War,)
MILLER, James H., Speaker of the House of
Representatives, was born in Ohio, May 29, 1843
in early life came to Toulon, Stark County, 111.,
where he finally engaged in the practice of law.
At the beginning of the Rebellion he enlisted in
the Union army, but before being mustered into
the service, received an injury which rendered
him a cripple for life. Though of feeble physical
organization and a sufferer from ill-health, he
was a man of decided ability and much influence.
He served as State's Attorney of Stark County
(1872-76) and, in 1884, was elected Representative
in the Thirty-fourth General Assembly, at the
following session being one of the most zealous
supporters of Gen. John A. Logan, in the celebrated contest which resulted in the election of
the latter, for the third time, to the United States
Senate. By successive re-elections he also served
in the Thirty-fifth and Thirty-sixth General
Assemblies, during the session of the latter being
chosen Speaker of the House, as successor to
A. C. Matthews, who had been appointed, during
the session, First Comptroller of the Treasury at
Washington. In the early part of the summer
of 1890, Mr. Miller visited Colorado for the benefit of his health, but, a week after his arrival at
ities of

Manitou Springs, died suddenly, June 27, 1890.
MILLS, Benjamin, lawyer and early politician, was a native of Western Massachusetts,
and described by his contemporaries as a highly
educated and accomplished lawyer, as well as a

The exact date of his arrival in
cannot be determined with certainty, but
he appears to have been in the "Lead Mine
Region" about Galena, as early as 1826 or '27, and
was notable as one of the first "Yankees" to
brilliant orator.
Illinois

locate in

that section

of

the

State.

He was

elected a Representative in the Eighth General

Assembly

(1832),

his

district

embracing

the
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counties of Peoria, Jo Daviess, Putnam, La Salle
all the State north of Sangamon (as it then stood), and extending from the

and Cook, including

At
impeachment trial of
Theophilus W. Smith, of the Supreme Court, Mr.
Mills acting as Chairman of the Impeachment
Committee, and delivering a speech of great
power and brilliancy, which lasted two or three
In 1834 he was a candidate for Congress
days.
from the Northern District, but was defeated by
William L. May (Democrat), as claimed by Mr.
Mississippi River to the Indiana State line.
this session occurred the

Mill's friends, unfairly.

He

early fell a victim

in Ohio, the latter year

coming to Chicago, where

he worked at his trade of watch- maker. In 1855
he went to Central America and was with General William Walker at Grey town.
Returning to
Illinois, he resumed his trade at Springfield; in
1857 he was appointed, by Auditor Dubois, chief
clerk in the Auditor's

when he was

office,

serving until 1864,

elected State Auditor as successor

Retiring from office in 1869, he
gave attention to his private business. He was
one of the founders and a Director of the Springfield Iron Company.
Died in 1879.
MUVIER, a village of Tazewell County, at the

to his chief.

to consumption and, returning to Massachusetts,
died in Berkshire County, in that State, in 1841.

intersection of the Jacksonville Division of the

Hon. R. H. McClellan, of Galena, says of him:
"He was a man of remarkable ability, learning
and eloquence," while Governor Ford, in his
"History of Illinois," testifies that, "by common

Railroads, 26 miles southeast of Peoria;

consent of all his contemporaries, Mr. Mills was
regarded as the most popular and brilliant lawyer
of his clay at the Galena bar."
MILLS, Henry A., State Senator, was born at
New Hartford, Oneida County, N. Y., in 1827;
located at Mount Carroll, Carroll County, 111., in
185G, finally engaging in the banking business at
that place.
Having served in various local
offices, he was, in 1874, chosen State Senator for
the Eleventh District, but died at Galesburg
before the expiration of his term, July 7, 1877.
MILLS, Luther Laflin, lawyer, was born at

North Adams, Mass., Sept. 3, 1848; brought to
Chicago in infancy, and educated in the public
schools of that city and at Michigan State University.
In 1868 he began the study of law, was
admitted to practice three years later, and, in
1876, was elected State's Attorney, being reelected in 1880. While in this office he was connected with some of the most important cases
ever brought
before
the
Chicago
courts.
Although he has held no official position except
that already mentioned, his abilities at the bar
and on the rostrum are widely recognized, and
his services, as an attorney and an orator, have
been in frequent demand.

MILLSTADT, a town in St. Clair County, on
branch of Mobile & Ohio Railroad, 14 miles southsoutheast of St. Louis;
has electric lights,
churches, schools, bank, newspaper, coal mines,
and manufactures flour, beer and butter. Population (1890), 1,186; (1900), 1,172.

MILWAUKEE & ST. PAUL RAILWAY. (See
Chicago, Milwaukee
St. Paul Railway.)
MINER, Orlin H., State Auditor, was born in
Vermont, May 13, 1825; from 1834 to '51 he lived

&

Chicago

&

Alton and the Terre Haute

&
is

Peoria
in fine

farming district and has several grain elevators,
some manufactures, two banks and a newspaper.
Population

(1890), 664; (1900), 746.

MINONK,

a city in Woodford County, 29 miles
north of Bloomington and 53 miles northeast of
Peoria, on the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe and
the Illinois Central Railways. The surrounding
region is agricultural, though much coal is
mined in the vicinity. The city has brick yards,
tile factories, steam flouring-mills, several grain
elevators,

two private banks and two weekly

newspapers.

Population

(1880),

1,913;

(1890),

2,316; (1900), 2,546.

MINORITY REPRESENTATION, a method of
choosing members of the General Assembly and
other deliberative bodies, designed to secure representation, in such bodies, to minority parties.
In Illinois, this method is limited to the election
of members of the lower branch of the General
Assembly
except as to private corporations,
which may, at their option, apply it in the election
of Trustees or Directors. In the apportionment
of members of the General Assembly (see Legislative Apportionment), the State Constitution
requires that the Senatorial and Representative
Districts shall be identical in territory, each of
such Districts being entitled to choose one Sena-

—

and three Representatives. The provisions of
the Constitution, making specific application of
the principle of "minority representation" (or
"cumulative voting," as it is sometimes called),
declares that, in the election of Representatives,
"each qualified voter may cast as many votes for
one candidate as there are Representatives, or
(he) may distribute the same, or equal parts
thereof, among the candidates as he shall see
tor

fit."

(State Constitution, Art. IV, sections 7

and

In practice, this provision gives the voter
power to cast three votes for one candidate; two
8.)
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votes for one candidate and one for another, or
one and a half votes to each of two candidates,
or he may distribute his vote equally among

and the number of
Indians among whom he labored was, that year,
considerably diminished by the emigration of the

three candidates (giving one to each); but no
other division is admissible without invalidating

this time, labored

Other forms of minorhave been proposed by various

in charge of the mission,

Kaskaskias to the south.

his ballot as to this office.

incapacitated

ity representation

medicine

among whom Mr. Thomas

Hare, John
Stuart Mill, and Mr. Craig, of England, are most
prominent but that adopted in Illinois seems to
be the simplest and most easy of application.
writers,

;

MINSHALL, William A.,
who came

legislator

a native of Ohio

and

to Rushville,

jurist,
111.

,

at

an early day, and entered upon the practice of
the Eighth,
Tenth and Twelfth General Assemblies, and as
Delegate to the State Constitutional Convention
of 1847. He was elected Judge of the Circuit
Court for the Fifth Circuit, under the new Conlaw; served

as Representative in

and died in

which finally resulted
The Peoria station
remained vacant for a time, but was finally filled
by Father Deville. Another early Catholic mission in Illinois was that at Cahokia.
While the

existence in 1700, being the earliest in that region.
Among the early Fathers, who ministered to the
savages there, were Pinet, St. Cosme, Bergier and

Lamoges. This mission was at first called the
Tamaroa, and, later, the mission of St. Sulpice.
It was probably the first permanent mission in the
Country. Among those in charge, down
were Fathers de Montigny, Damon (probably), Varlet, de la Source, and le Mercier.
In
1707, Father Mermet assisted Father Marest at
Kaskaskia, and, in 1720, that mission became a
Illinois

to 1718,

Walker.

MISSIONARIES, EARLY.

The

earliest Chris-

tian missionaries in Illinois were of the Roman
Catholic faith. As a rule, these accompanied the
French explorers and did not a little toward the

extension of French dominion. They were usually
of one of two orders the "Recollects,"
founded by St. Francis, or the "Jesuits," founded
by Loyola. Between these two bodies of ecclesiastics existed, at times, a strong rivalry; the
former having been earlier in the field, but hav-

—

members

ing been virtually subordinated to the latter by
Cardinal Richelieu. The controversy between
the two orders gradually involved the civil
authorities, and continued until the suppression
of the Jesuits, in France, in 1764.
of the Jesuit missionaries

The most noted

were Fathers Allouez,

Gravier, Marquette, Dablon, Pinet, Rasle, LamoOf the Recollects,
ges, Binneteau and Marest.

the most conspicuous were Fathers Membre,
Douay, Le Clerq, Hennepin and Ribourde.
Besides these, there were also Father Bergier and
Montigny, who, belonging to no religious order,

were called secular

priests.

The

first

Catholic

mission, founded in Illinois, was probably that at
the original Kaskaskia, on the Illinois, in the

present county of La Salle, where Father Marquette did missionary work in 1673, followed by

Claude Jean.)
The latter was succeeded, in 1688, by Father Gravier, who was followed, in 1692, by Father Sebastian Rasle, but who, returning in 1694, remained
until 1695, when he was succeeded by Pinet
and Binneteau. In 1700 Father Marest was
Allouez

in

1677.

(See Allouez,

of the tribe,

precise date of its establishment cannot be fixed
with certainty, there is evidence that it was in

early in 1853,

office,

man

in his death, at Mobile, in 1706.

being succeeded by the late Judge Pinkney H.

stitution, in 1848,

Father Gravier, about

among the Peorias, but was
by a wound received from the

regularly constituted parish, the incumbent being
Father de Beaubois.
Rev.
Philip
Boucher

preached and administered the sacraments at
Fort St. Louis, where he died in 1719, having
been preceded by Fathers Membre and Ribourde
in 1680, and by Fathers Douay and Le Clerq in
1687-88.
The persecution and banishment of the
early Jesuit missionaries, by the Superior Council
of Louisiana (of which Illinois had formerly been
a part), in 1763, is a curious chapter in State history.
That body, following the example of some
provincial legislative bodies in France, officially
declared the order a dangerous nuisance, and

decreed the confiscation of all its property, including plate and vestments, and the razing of
its churches, as well as the banishment of its
members. This decree the Louisiana Council
undertook to enforce in Illinois, disregarding the
fact that that territory had passed under the
jurisdiction of Great Britain.
The Jesuits seem
to have offered no resistance, either physical or
legal, and all members of the order in Illinois

and without a shadow of authorOrleans and thence deported
Only one Father Sebastian Louis
to France.
Meurin— was allowed to return to Illinois and he,
were
ity,

ruthlessly,

carried to

New

—

;

only after promising to recognize the ecclesiastical
authority of the Superior Council as supreme,
and to hold no communication with Quebec or

Rome. The labors of the missionaries, apart
from spiritual results, were of great value. They
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perpetuated the records of early discoveries,
reduced the language, and even dialects, of the
aborigines, to grammatical rules, and preserved
the original traditions and described the customs
(Authorities: Shea and Kip's
of the savages.
"Catholic Missions," "Magazine of Western History," Winsor's "America," and Shea's "Catholic
Church in Colonial Days.")
MISSISSIPPI RIVER. (Indian name, "Missi
Sipi," the "Great

Water.")

Its

head waters are

part of Minnesota, 1,680 feet
above tide-water. Its chief source is Itasca
Lake, which is 1,575 feet higher than the sea,
and which is fed by a stream having its source
wuthin one mile of the head waters of the Red
in the northern

River of the North. From this sheet of water to
the mouth of the river, the distance is variously
estimated at from 3,000 to 3,160 miles. Lake
Itasca is in lat. 47° 10' north and Ion. 95° 20' west
from Greenwich. The river at first runs northward, but soon turns toward the east and expands
Its course, as far as
into a series of small lakes.
is extremely sinuous, below which
runs southward to St. Cloud, thence southeastward to Minneapolis, where occur the Falls of
St. Anthony, establishing a complete barrier to
navigation for the lower Mississippi. In less than
a mile the river descends 66 feet, including a perpendicular fall of 17 feet, furnishing an immense
water-power, which is utilized in operating flouring-mills and other manufacturing establishments. A few miles below St. Paul it reaches
the western boundary of Wisconsin, where it
expands into the long and beautiful Lake Pepin,
bordered by picturesque limestone bluffs, some
400 feet high. Below Dubuque its general direction is southward, and it forms the boundary
between the States of Iowa, Missouri, Arkansas
and the northern part of Louisiana, on the
west, and Illinois, Kentucky, Tennessee and MisAfter many sinuous turnsissippi, on the east.
ings in its southern course, it enters the Gulf of
Mexico by three principal passes, or mouths, at
the southeastern extremity of Plaquemines
Parish, La., in lat. 29° north and Ion. 89° 12'
west. Its principal affluents on the right are the
Minnesota, Iowa, Des Moines, Missouri, Arkansas
and Red Rivers, and, on the left, the Wisconsin,
Illinois and Ohio.
The Missouri River is longer
than that part of the Mississippi above the point
of junction, the distance from its source to the
delta of the latter being about 4,300 miles, which
exceeds that of any other river in the world.
The width of the stream at St. Louis is about
3,500 feet, at the mouth of the Ohio nearly 4,500

Crow Wing,

point

it

feet,

and

at

New

Orleans about 2,500

feet.

The

mean
and

velocity of the current between St. Louis
the Gulf of Mexico is about five to five and

one-half

miles per

below Red River

is

hour.

The average depth

said to be 121 feet, though, in

the vicinity of New Orleans, the maximum is said
to reach 150 feet.
The principal rapids below the
Falls of St. Anthony are at Rock Island and the
Des Moines Rapids above Keokuk, the former
having twenty-two feet fall and the latter
twenty-four feet. A canal around the Des
Moines Rapids, along the west bank of the river,

The alluvial banks which preon one or both shores of the lower Mississippi,
often spread out into extensive "bottoms" which
are of inexhaustible fertility. The most important of these above the mouth of the Ohio, is the
"American Bottom," extending along the east
bank from Alton to Chester. Immense sums
have been spent in the construction of levees for
aids navigation.
vail

the protection of the lands along the lower river
from overflow, as also in the construction of a
system of jetties at the mouth, to improve navigation by deepening the channel.

MISSISSIPPI RIYER BRIDGE, THE, one

of

the best constructed railroad bridges in the West,
spanning the Mississippi from Pike, 111., to Louisiana, Mo.
The construction company was chartered, April 25, 1872, and the bridge was ready for
the passage of trains on Dec. 24, 1873. On Dec.
3, 1877, it was leased in perpetuity by the Chicago
& Alton Railway Company, which holds all its
stock and §150,000 of its bonds as an investment,
paying a rental of 860, 000 per annum, to be applied
in the payment of 7 per cent interest on stock and
6 per cent on bonds. In 1894, $71,000 was paid for
rental, 816,000 going toward a sinking fund.
MOBILE & OHIO RAILROAD. This company
operates 160.6 miles of road in Illinois, of which
151.6 are leased from the St. Louis & Cairo Railroad.
(See St. Louis & Cairo Railroad.)
MOLINE, a flourishing manufacturing city in
Rock Island County, incorporated in 1872, on the
Mississippi above Rock Island and opposite
Davenport, Iowa; is 168 miles south of west from
Chicago, and the intersecting point of three
trunk lines of railway. Moline, Rock Island and

Davenport are connected by steam and street
and ferries. All three obtain
water-power from the Mississippi.
The region
around Moline is rich in coal, and several productive mines are operated in the vicinity. It is
an important manufacturing point, its chief outputs being agricultural implements, filters, malleable iron, steam engines, vehicles, lumber, organs
railways, bridges
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(pipe

reed), paper, lead-roofing, wind-mills,

The city has
milling machinery, and furniture.
admirable water-works, several churches, good
schools, gas and electric light plants, a public
three daily and weekly
It also has an extensive electric power
papers.
plant electric street cars and interurban line.
Population (1890), 12,000; (1900), 17,248.
MOLONEY, Maurice T., ex-Attorney-General,
library,

five

banks,

;

was born

in Ireland, in 1849

;

came

to

America in

a course in the Seminary of "Our
Lady of the Angels" at Niagara Falls, studied
theology then taught for a time in Virginia and
studied law at the University of that State,
graduating in 1871, finally locating at Ottawa,
where he served three years as State's Attor111.
1867, and, after

;

,

ney of La Salle County, and, in 1892, was nominated and elected Attorney-General on the
Democratic State ticket, serving until January,
1897.

MOMENCE, a town in Kankakee County, situated on the Kankakee River and at the intersection of the Chicago & Eastern Illinois and the
Indiana, Illinois & Iowa Railroads, 54 miles south
of Chicago; has water power, a flouring mill,
enameled brick factory, railway repair shops, two
banks, two newspapers, five churches and two
Population (1890), 1,635; (1900), 2,026.
Warren
the county-seat of
County, 26 miles east of the Mississippi River; at
point of intersection of two lines of the Chicago,
Burlington & Quincy and the Iowa Central Railways. The Santa Fe enters Monmouth on the
Iowa Central lines. The surrounding country is
The city has
agricultural and coal yielding.
manufactories of agricultural implements, sewerMonpipe, pottery, paving brick, and cigars.
mouth College (United Presbyterian) was
chartered in 1857, and the library of this institution, with that of Warren County (also located
at Monmouth) aggregates 30,000 volumes. There
are three national banks, two daily, three weekly
and two other periodical publications. An appropriation was made by the Fifty-fifth Congress
for the erection of a Government building at
Monmouth. Population (1890), 5,936; (1900), 7,460.
MONMOUTH COLLEGE, an educational institution, controlled by the United Presbyterian
denomination, but non-sectarian located at Mon-

schools.

MONMOUTH,

;

mouth. It was founded in 1856, its first class
graduating in 1858. Its Presidents have been
Drs. D. A. Wallace (1856-78) and J. B. McMichael,
the latter occupying the position from 1878 until
1897.

In 1896

instructors

the faculty consisted of fifteen
of students was 289.

and the number

381

The college campus covers ten acres, tastefully
The institution confers four degrees
laid out.
A.B., B.S., M.B., and B.L. For the conferring
of the

first three,

four years' study
three years.

for the degree of B.L.

MONROE,

is

required;

,

George D., State Senator, was born
and

in Jefferson County, N. Y., Sept. 24, 1844,

came with

His

his parents to Illinois in 1849.

father having been elected Sheriff of Will County
in 1864, he

became a resident

as a deputy in his father's

of Joliet, serving

In 1865 he
engaged in merchandising as the partner of his
father, which was exchanged, some fifteen years
later, for

office.

the wholesale grocery trade, and, finally,

for the real-estate

and mortgage-loan

business, in

employed. He has also been
extensively engaged in the stone business some
twenty years, being a large stockholder in the
Western Stone Company and Vice-President of
the concern. In 1894 Mr. Monroe was elected, as
a Republican, to the State Senate from the
Twenty-fifth District, serving in the Thirty-ninth
and Fortieth General Assemblies, and proving
himself one of the most influential members of

which he

is

still

that body.

MONROE COUNTY,

situated in the southwest

part of the State, bordering on the Mississippi

named

for President Monroe.

380 square miles.

included within

It

Its

area

was organized

is

about

in 1816

and

boundaries several of the
French villages w hich constituted, for many
years, a center of civilization in the West.
American settlers, however, began to locate in
the district as early as 1781. The county has a
diversified surface and is heavily timbered.
The
soil is fertile, embracing both upland and river
bottom. Agriculture and the manufacture and
shipping of lumber constitute leading occupations
of the citizens. Waterloo is the county-seat.
Population (1890), 12,948; (1900), 13,847.
MONTGOMERY COUNTY, an interior county,
situated northeast of St. Louis and south of
Springfield; area 702 square miles, population
(1900) 30,836 derives its name from Gen. Richard
Montgomery. The earliest settlements by Americans were toward the close of 1816, county organization being effected five years later. The entire
population, at that time, scarcely exceeded 100
families. The surface is undulating, well watered
and timbered. The seat of county government is
located at Hillsboi-o. Litchfield is an important
Here are situated car-shops and some
town.
manufacturing establishments. Conspicuous in
the county's history as pioneers were Harris
Reavis, Henry Pyatt, John Levi, Aaron Casey
its
T

,

—
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Tillson, Hiram Rountree, the Wrights
(Joseph and Charles), the Hills (John and
Henry), William McDavid and John Russell.
MONTICELLO, a city and the county-seat of
Piatt County, on the Sangamon River, midway
between Chicago and St. Louis, on the Kankakee
and Bloomington Division of the Illinois Central,
and the Chicago and St. Louis Division of the
Wabash Railways. It lies within the "corn belt,
and stock-raising is extensively carried on in the
surrounding country. Among the city industries
are a foundry and machine shops, steam flour and
planing mills, broom, cigar and harness-making,
and patent fence and tile works. The city is
lighted by electricity, has several elevators, an
excellent water system, numerous churches and
good schools, with banks and three weekly
Population (1890), 1,643; (1900), 1,982.
papers.
MONTICELLO FEMALE SEMINARY, the
second institution established in Illinois for the
higher education of women Jacksonville Female
Seminary being the first. It was founded
through the munificence of Capt. Benjamin
Godfrey, who donated fifteen acres for a site, at
Godfrey, Madison County, and gave §53,000
toward erecting and equipping the buildings.
The institution was opened on April 11, 1838,
with sixteen young lady pupils, Rev. Theron
Baldwin, one of the celebrated "Yale Band,"
being the first Principal. In 1845 he was succeeded by Miss Philena Fobes, and she, in turn,
by Miss Harriet N. Haskell, in 1866, who still
remains in charge. In November, 1883, the

John

—

seminary building, with its contents, was burned
but the institution continued its sessions in temporary quarters until the erection of a new buildwhich was soon accomplished through the
generosity of alumnae and friends of female education throughout the country. The new structure is of stone, three stories in height, and
thoroughly modern. The average number of
pupils is 150, with fourteen instructors, and the
standard of the institution is of a high character.
MOORE, Clifton H., lawyer and financier, was
born at Kirtland, Lake County, Ohio, Oct. 26,
1817 after a brief season spent in two academies
and one term in the Western Reserve Teachers'
Seminary, at Kirtland, in 1839 he came west
and engaged in teaching at Pekin, 111., while
giving his leisure to the study of law. He spent
the next year at Tremont as Deputy County and
Circuit Clerk, was admitted to the bar at Springfield in 1841, and located soon after at Clinton,
DeWitt County, which has since been his home.
In partnership with the late Judge David Davis,
ing,

;

Mr. Moore, a few years later,
began operating extensively in Illinois lands, and
is now one of the largest land proprietors in
of Bloomington,

the State, besides being interested in a number
of manufacturing ventures and a local bank.
The only official position of importance he has
held is that of Delegate to the State Constitutional Convention of 1869-70.

He

is an enthusiand art treasures,
of which he possesses one of the most valuable

astic collector of State historical
'

private collections in Illinois.

MOORE, Henry,

pioneer lawyer,

came

to Chi-

cago from Concord, Mass., in 1834, and was
almost immediately admitted to the bar, also
acting for a time as a clerk in the office of Col.
Richard J. Hamilton, who'held pretty much all
the county offices on the organization of Cook
County. Mr. Moore was one of the original
Trustees of Rush Medical College, and obtained
from the Legislature the first charter for a gas
company in Chicago. In 1838 he went to Havana, Cuba, for the benefit of his failing health,
but subsequently returned to Concord, Mass.,
where he died some years afterward.
MOORE, James, pioneer, was born in the State
of Maryland in 1750 was married in his native
State, about 1772, to Miss Catherine Biggs, later
removing to Virginia. In 1777 he came to the
Illinois Country as a spy, preliminary to the contemplated expedition of Col. George Rogers
Clark, which captured Kaskaskia in July, 1778.
After the Clark expedition (in which he served
as Captain, by appointment of Gov. Patrick
Henry), he returned to Virginia, where he
remained until 1781, when he organized a party
of emigrants, which he accompanied to Illinois,
spending the winter at Kaskaskia. The following
year they located at a point in the northern part
of Monroe County, which afterwards received
the name of Bellefontaine. After his arrival in
Illinois, he organized a company of "Minute
Men," of which he was chosen Captain. He was
a man of prominence and influence among the
early settlers, but died in 1788.
A numerous and
influential family of his descendants have grown
up in Southern Illinois. John (Moore), son of
the preceding, was born in Maryland in 1773, and
brought by his father to Illinois eight years later.
He married a sister of Gen. John D. Whiteside,
who afterwards became State Treasurer, and also
served as Fund Commissioner of the State of Illinois under the internal improvement system.
Moore was an officer of the State Militia, and
served in a company of rangers during the War
of 1812; was also the first County Treasurer of
;

—
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Monroe County.

Died, July

(Moore), the third son of Capt.

born in 1780, and brought to
ents;

in

his

early

1833.
James B.
James Moore, was

4,

Illinois

by his par-

manhood he followed the

business of keel-boating on the Mississippi
Ohio Rivers, visiting New Orleans, Pittsburg

and
and

other points; became a prominent Indian fighter
during the War of 1812, and was commissioned
Captain by Governor Edwards and authorized to
raise a company of mounted rangers; also
served as Sheriff of Monroe County, by appointment of Governor Edwards, in Territorial days;
was Presidential Elector in 1820, and State Senator for Madison County in 1836-40, dying in the
Enoch (Moore), fourth son of Capt.
latter year.
James Moore, the pioneer, was born in the old
block-house at Bellefontaine in 1782, being the
first child born of American parents in Illinois

served as a "ranger" in the company of his
brother, James B. occupied the office of Clerk of
the Circuit Court, and afterwards that of Judge
of Probate of Monroe County during the Territorial period was Delegate to the Constitutional
Convention of 1818, and served as Representative
from Monroe County in the Second General
Assembly, later filling various county offices for
some twenty years. He died in 1848.
MOORE, Jesse H., clergyman, soldier and Congressman, born near Lebanon, St. Clair County,
111., April 22, 1817, and graduated from McKendree College in 1842. For thirteen years he was
a teacher, during portions of this period being
successively at the head of three literary institutions in the West. In 1849 he was ordained a
minister of the Methodist Episcopal Church, but
resigned pastorate duties in 1862, to take part in
the War for the Union, organizing the One Hundred and Fifteenth Regiment Illinois Volunteers,
of which he was commissioned Colonel, also serving
as brigade commander during the last year of the
war, and being brevetted Brigadier-General at its
After the war he re-entered the ministry,
close.
but, in 1868, while Presiding Elder of the Decatur
District, he was elected to the Forty-first Congress as a Republican, being re-elected in 1870
afterwards served as Pension Agent at Springfield, and, in 1881, was appointed United States
Consul at Callao, Peru, dying in office, in that
'

;

;

city,

July

11, 1883.

MOORE,

John,. Lieutenant-Governor (1842-46)

was born in Lincolnshire, Eng., Sept. 8, 1793;
came to America and settled in Illinois in 1830,
spending most of his life as a resident of Bloomington. In 1838 he was elected to the lower
branch of the Eleventh General Assembly from
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the McLean District, and, in 1840, to the Senate,
but before the close of his term, in 1842, was
elected Lieutenant-Governor with Gov.

At the outbreak

Mexican

Thomas

War

he
took a conspicuous part in recruiting the Fourth
Regiment Illinois Volunteers (Col. E. D. Baker's),
of which he was chosen Lieutenant-Colonel,
serving gallantly throughout the struggle. In
1848 he was appointed State Treasurer, as successor of Milton Carpenter, who died in office.
In
1850 he was elected to the same office, and continued to discharge its duties until 1857, when he
was succeeded by James Miller. Died, Sept. 23,
Ford.

of the

1863.

MOORE,

Risdon, pioneer, was born in Delaremoved to North Carolina in 1789,
and, a few years later, to Hancock County, Ga.,
where he served two terms in the Legislature.
He emigrated from Georgia in 1812, and settled
in St. Clair County, 111. besides a family of fifteen white persons, bringing with him eighteen
colored people the object of his removal being
to get rid of slavery.
He purchased a farm in
what was known as the "Turkey Hill Settlement, about four miles east of Belleville, where
he resided until his death in 1828. Mr. Moore
became a prominent citizen, was elected to the
Second Territorial House of Representatives, and
was chosen Speaker, serving as such for two sessions (1814-15).
He was also Representative from
St. Clair County in the First, Second and Third
General Assemblies after the admission of Illinois
into the Union. In the last of these he was one
of the most zealous opponents of the pro-slavery
Convention scheme of 1822-24. He left a numerous and highly respected family of descendants,
who were afterwards prominent in public affairs.
William (Moore), his son, served as a Captain in
the War of 1812, and also commanded a company
in the Black Hawk War.
He represented St.
Clair County in the lower branch of the Ninth
and Tenth General Assemblies; was a local
preacher of the Methodist Church, and was President of the Board of Trustees of McKendree College at the time of his death in 1849. Risdon
(Moore), Jr., a cousin of the first named Risdon
Moore, was a Representative from St. Clair County
in the Fourth General Assembly and Senator in
the Sixth, but died before the expiration of his
term, being succeeded at the next session by
Adam W. Snyder.
MOORE, Stephen Richey, lawyer, was born of
Scotch ancestry, in Cincinnati, Ohio, Sept. 22.
1832; in 1851, entered Farmers' College near Cincinnati, graduating in 1856, and, having qualified

ware

in 1760

;

—

—

'

'
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himself for the practice of law, located the following year at Kankakee, 111., which has since
been his home. In 1858 he was employed in
defense of the late Father Chiniquy, who recently
died in Montreal, in one of the celebrated suits
begun against him by dignitaries of the Roman
Catholic Church. Mr. Moore is a man of striking appearance and great independence of character, a Methodist in religious belief and has
generally acted politically in co-operation with
the Democratic party, though strongly antislavery in his views. In 1872 he was a delegate
to the Liberal Republican Convention at Cincinnati which nominated Mr. Greeley for the
Presidency, and, in 1896, participated in the same
way in the Indianapolis Convention which nominated Gen. John M. Palmer for the same office, in
the following campaign giving the "Gold Democracy'' a vigorous support.

MORAN, Thomas A., lawyer and jurist, was
born at Bridgeport, Conn. Oct. 7, 1839 received
his preliminary education in the district schools
of Wisconsin (to which State his father's family
had removed in 1846), and at an academy at
Salem, Wis. began reading law at Kenosha in
1859, meanwhile supporting himself by teaching.
In May, 1865, he graduated from the Albany
(N. Y.) Law School, and the same year com,

;

;

menced practice
front rank of

in Chicago, rapidly rising to the

his

profession.

In 1879 he was

Cook County Circuit Court,
At the expiration of his
second term he resumed private practice. While
on the bench he at first heard only common law
elected a Judge of the

and

re-elected in 1885.

but later divided the business of the equity
side of the court with Judge Tuley.
In June,
1886, he was assigned to the bench of the Appellate Court, of which tribunal he was, for a year,
Chief Justice.
cases,

MORGAN, James Dady, soldier, was born in
Boston, Mass., August 1, 1810, and, at 16 years of
age, went for a three years' trading voyage on
the ship "Beverly." When thirty days out a
mutiny arose, and shortly afterward the vessel
was burned. Morgan escaped to South America,
and, after many hardships, returned to Boston.
In 1834 he removed to Quincy, 111., and engaged
in mercantile pursuits; aided in raising the
"Quincy Grays" during the Mormon difficulties
(1844-45) during the Mexican War commanded a
company in the First Regiment Illinois Volun;

teers; in 1861

became Lieutenant-Colonel

of the

Tenth Regiment in the three months' service,
and Colonel on reorganization of the regiment
for three years was promoted Brigadier-General
;

in July, 1862, for meritorious service

;

commanded

a brigade at Nashville, and, in March, 1865, was
brevetted Major-General for gallantry at Bentonville, N. C, being mustered out, August 24, 1865.
After the war he resumed business at Quincy,
111., being President of the Quincy Gas Company
and Vice-President of a bank; was also President, for

some time, of the Society of the Army

of the Cumberland. Died, at Quincy, Sept. 12, 1896.

MORGAN COLNTYJ
State, lying

a central county of the
west of Sangamon, and bordering on
River named for Gen. Daniel Mor-

—

the Illinois
gan; area, 580 square miles; population (1900),

The

35,006.

probably

earliest

Elisha

and

American settlers were
Seymour Kellogg, who

located on Mauvaisterre Creek in 1818. Dr. George
Caldwell came in 1820, and was the first physician,

ent

and Dr. Ero Chandler

site

settled on the presthe city of Jacksonville in 1821.

of

Immigrants began to arrive in large numbers
about 1822, and, Jan. 31, 1823, the county was
organized, the first election being held at the
house of James G. Swinerton, six miles southwest of the present city of Jacksonville. Olmstead's Mound was the first county-seat, but this
choice was only temporary. Two years later,
Jacksonville was selected, and has ever since so
continued.
(See Jacksonville.)
Cass County

was cut off from Morgan in 1837, and Scott
County in 1839. About 1837 Morgan was the
most populous county in the State. The county
is nearly equally divided between woodland and
prairie, and is well watered.
Besides the Illinois
River on

its

western border, there are several

among them Indian, Apple,
Sandy and Mauvaisterre Creeks.
Bituminous
coal underlies the eastern part of the county, and
smaller

streams,

thin veins

crop out along the Illinois River
Sandstone has also been quarried.
MORGAN PARK, a suburban village of Cook
County, 13 miles south of Chicago, on the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railway is the seat
of the Academy (a preparatory branch) of the
University of Chicago and the Scandinavian Department of the Divinity School connected with
the same institution.
Population (1880), 187;
bluffs.

;

(1890), 1.027; (1900), 2,329.

MORMONS,
Smith,

Jr.,

a religious sect, founded by Joseph

at Fayette, Seneca County, N. Y.,

August 6, 1830, styling themselves the "Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints." Membership
in 1892 was estimated at 230,000, of whom some
Their
20,000 were outside of the United States.
religious teachings are peculiar. The}' avow faith
in the Trinity and in the Bible (as by them
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They

interpreted).

"Book

of Mormon''

believe,

however, that the
to be of divine

—assumed

—

and a direct revelation to Smith is of
equal authority with the Scriptures, if not supeAmong their ordinances are
rior to them.
baptism and the laying-on of hands, and, in their
church organization, they recognize various orders
origin

— apostles,
ists, etc.

prophets, pastors, teachers, evangel-

They

also believe in the restoration of

the Ten Tribes and the literal re assembling of
Israel, the return and rule of Christ in person,
and the rebuilding of Zion in America. Polyg-

amy

is encouraged and made an article of faith,
though professedly not pi-acticed under existing
laws in the United States. The supreme power

vested in a President, who has authority in
temporal and spiritual affairs alike; although
there is less effort now than formerly, on the part

is

of the priesthood, to interfere in temporalities.

Driven from
followers

New York

first

in 1831,

Smith and

settled at Kirtland, Ohio.

for a time, the sect flourished

and

built a temple

but, within seven years, their doctrines

tices excited so

much

his

There,

and pracwere

hostility that they

forced to make another removal. Their next
settlement was at Far West, Mo. but here the
hatred toward them became so intense as to
result in
open war. From Missouri
they
recrossed the Mississippi and founded the city
of Nauvoo, near Commerce, in Hancock County,
The charter granted by the Legislature was
111.
an extraordinary instrument, and well-nigh made
;

the city independent of the State. Nauvoo soon
obtained commercial importance, in two years
city of some 16,000 inhabitants.
The
rapidly became a powerful factor in

becoming a

Mormons

when

broke out a more
bitter public enmity than the sect had yet encountered. Internal dissensions also sprang up,
and, in 1844, a discontented Mormon founded a
newspaper at Nauvoo, in which he violently
assailed the prophet and threatened him with
exposure.
Smith's answer to this was the destruction of the printing office, and the editor
promptly secured a warrant for his arrest, returnable at Carthage. Smith went before a friendly
justice at Nauvoo, who promptly discharged him,
but he positively refused to appear before the
Carthage magistrate. Thereupon the latter
issued a second warrant, charging Smith with
treason. This also was treated with contempt.
The militia was called out to make the arrest, and
the Mormons, who had formed a strong military
organization, armed to
defend their leader.
After a few trifling clashes between the soldiers
State

politics,

there
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and the "Saints," Smith was persuaded to surrender and go to Carthage, the county-seat, where
he was incarcerated in the county jail. Within
twenty-four hours (on Sunday, June 27, 1844), a
mob attacked the prison. Joseph Smith and his
brother Hyrum were killed, and some of their
adherents,

were

who had accompanied them to
Brigham Young (then

jail,

wounded.

an
assumed the leadership and,
after several months of intense popular exciteapostle) at once

ment, in the

following year led his followers

across the Mississippi, finally locating (1847) in
Utah. (See also Nauvoo.) There their history

has not been free from charges of crime; but,
whatever may be the character of the leaders,
they have succeeded in building up a prosperous
community in a region which they found a virtual desert, a little more than forty years ago.
The polity of the Church has been greatly modified in consequence of restrictions placed upon it
by Congressional legislation, especially in reference to polygamy, and by contact with other
communities. (See Smith, Joseph.)
MORRIS, a city and the county-seat of Grundy
County, on the Illinois River, the Illinois &
Michigan Canal, and the Chicago, Rock Island &
Pacific Railroad, 61 miles southwest of Chicago.
It is an extensive grain market, and the center of
a region rich in bituminous coal. There is valuable water-power here, and
is

much manufacturing

done, including builders' hardware, plows, iron

paper car-wheels, brick and tile, flour
and planing-mills, oatmeal and tanned leather,
There are also a normal and scientific school, two
national banks and three daily and weekly newsspecialties,

papers.

Population (1880), 3,486;

(1890),

3,653;

(1900), 4,273.

MORRIS, Buckner Smith,
at Augusta, Ky.,

August

19,

early lawyer, born
1800;

was admitted

to the bar in 1827, and, for seven years thereafter,
continued to reside in Kentucky, serving two

terms in the Legislature of that State. In 1834
he removed to Chicago, took an active part in
the incorporation of the city, and was elected its
second Mayor in 1838. In 1840 he was a Whig
candidate for Presidential Elector, Abraham
Lincoln running on the same ticket, and, in
1852, was defeated as the Whig candidate for
Secretary of State. He was elected a Judge of
the Seventh Circuit in 1851, but declined a renomination in 1855. In 1856 he accepted the

American

(or

Know-Nothing)

nomination for

Governor, and, in 1860, that of the Bell-Everett
party for the same office. He was vehemently
opposed to the election of either Lincoln or
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Breckenridge to the Presidency, believing that
A shadow
civil war would result in either event.

manufactories, including carriage and refrigerator works; also has numerous churches, a large

was thrown across his life, in 1864, by his arrest
and trial for alleged complicity in a rebel plot to
burn and pillage Chicago and liberate the
prisoners of war held at Camp Douglas. The
trial, however, which was held at Cincinnati,
Died, in Kentucky,
resulted in his acquittal.
Dec. 18, 1879. Those who knew Judge Morris, in

graded school, a public library and adequate
banking facilities, and two weekly papers.
Greenhouses for cultivation of vegetables for
winter market are carried on. Pop. (1900), 2,308.
MORRISON, Isaac L., lawyer and legislator,
born in Barren County, Ky., in 1826; was educated in the common schools and the Masonic
Seminary of his native, State; admitted to the

his early life in the city of Chicago, describe him
man of genial and kindly disposition, in spite

as a

—

and came to Illinois in 1851, locating at
where he has become a leader of
the bar and of the Republican party, which he
bar,

of his opposition to the abolition of slavery
fact which, no doubt, had much to do with his

Jacksonville,

acquittal of the charge of complicity with the
Camp Douglas conspiracy, as the evidence of his
being in communication with the leading con-

assisted to organize as a

spirators appears to

have been conclusive.

Camp Douglas Conspiracy.)
MORRIS, Freeman P., lawyer and

(See

politician,

Cook County, 111., March 19, 1854,
labored on a farm and attended the district

was born

in

school in his youth, but completed his education
in Chicago, graduating from the Union College
of Law, and was admitted to practice in 1874,

solely

when he

Jacksonville.

located at Watseka, Iroquois County.
In 1884 he was elected, as a Democrat, to the
House of Representatives from the Iroquois Dis-

and has since been re-elected in 1888, '94,
being one of the most influential members of
In 1893 he was appointed
his party in that body.
by Governor Altgeld Aid-de-Camp, with the rank
of Colonel, on his personal staff, but resigned in
trict,
'96,

1896.

MORRIS, Isaac Newton, lawyer and Congressman, was born at Bethel, Clermont County,
22, 1812; educated at Miami Univeradmitted to the bar in 1835, and the next
year removed to Quincy, 111. was a member and
President of the Board of Canal Commissioners
(1842-43), served in the Fifteenth General Assembly (1846-48) was elected to Congress as a Democrat in 1856, and again in 1858, but opposed the
admission of Kansas under the Lecompton Constitution in 1868 supported General Grant who
had been his friend in boyhood for President,
and, in 1870, was appointed a member of the
Union Pacific Railroad Commission. Died, Oct.

Ohio, Jan.
sity,

;

;

—

;

—

29, 1879.

MORRISON,

a city, the county -seat of Whiteis a station on the
Chicago & Northwestern Railroad, 124 miles
Agriculture, dairying and
west of Chicago.
stock-raising are the principal pursuits in the
surrounding region. The city has good water-

side County, founded in 1855;

works, sewerage, electric lighting and several

member

of its first State

Convention at Bloomington, in 1856. He was also
a delegate to the Republican National Convention
of 1864, which nominated Abraham Lincoln for
the Presidency a second time. Mr. Morrison was
three times elected to the lower house of the
General Assembly (1876, '78 and '82), and, by his
clear judgment and incisive powers as a public
speaker, took a high rank as a leader in that
body. Of late years, he has given his attention
to

the

practice

of

his

profession

in

MORRISON, James Lowery

Donaldson, polilawyer and Congressman, was born at Kaskaskia, 111., April 12, 1816; at the age of 16 was
appointed a midshipman in the United States
Navy, but leaving the service in 1836, read law
with Judge Nathaniel Pope, and was admitted to
tician,

the bar, practicing at Belleville. He was elected
to the lower house of the General Assembly from
St. Clair County, in 1844, and to the State Senate
in 1848, and again in '54. In 1852 he was an
unsuccessful candidate for the Lieutenant-Governorship on the Whig ticket, but, on the dissolution of that party, allied himself with the
Democracy, and was, for many years, its leader in
Southern Illinois. In 1855 he was elected to Congress to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of Lyman Trumbull, who had been elected to
the United States Senate. In 1860 he was a candidate before the Democratic State Convention
for the nomination for Governor, but was defeated
by James C. Allen. After that year he took no
prominent part in public affairs. At the outbreak
of the Mexican War he was among the first to
raise a company of volunteers, and was commissioned Lieutenant-Colonel of the Second Regiment
(Colonel Bissell's). For gallant services at Buena
Vista, the Legislature presented him with a
sword. He took a prominent part in the incorporation of railroads, and, it is claimed, drafted
and introduced in the Legislature the charter of
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Died, at

sioned Colonel. The regiment was mustered in,
Dec. 31, 1861, and took part in the battle of Fort

MORRISON, William, pioneer merchant, came
from Philadelphia, Pa., toKaskaskia, 111., in 1790,
as representative of the mercantile house of
Bryant & Morrison, of Philadelphia, and finally
established an extensive trade throughout the
Mississippi Valley, supplying merchants at St.
Louis, St. Genevieve, Cape Girardeau and NewMadrid. He is also said to have sent an agent
with a stock of goods across the plains, with a
view to opening up trade with the Mexicans at
Santa Fe, about 1804, but was defrauded by the

Donelson in February following, where he was
While yet in the service, in
1862, he was elected to Congress as a Democrat,
when he resigned his commission, but was defeated for re-election, in 1864, by Jehu Baker, as
he was again in 1866. In 1870 he was again
elected to the General Assembly, and, two years
later (1872), returned to Congress from the Belleville District, after which he served in that body,
by successive re-elections, nine terms and until
1887, being for several terms Chairman of the
House Ways and Means Committee and prominent in the tariff legislation of that period. In
March, 1887, President Cleveland appointed him

the Illinois Central Railroad in 1851.
St. Louis, Mo.,

agent,
benefit

August

14, 1888.

appropriated the goods to his own
without accounting to his employer.

who

the principal merchant in the Terridoing a thriving business in early days,
when Kaskaskia was the principal supply point
He is defor merchants throughout the valley.
scribed as a public-spirited, enterprising man, to
whom was due the chief part of the credit for
securing construction of a bridge across the Kaskaskia River at the town of that name. He died
at Kaskaskia in 1837, and was buried in the cemetery there. Robert (Morrison), a brother of the
preceding, came to Kaskaskia in 1793, was
appointed Clerk of the Common Pleas Court in
1801, retaining the position for many years,
He was the
besides holding other local offices.

He became

tory,

father of Col.

and

James L. D. Morrison, politician
Mexican War, whose sketch is

soldier of the

given elsewhere. Joseph (Morrison), the oldest
son of "William Morrison, went to Ohio, residing
there several years, but finally returned to Prairie'
James,
du Rocher, where he died in 1845.
another son, went to Wisconsin; William located
at Belleville, dying there in 1843; while Lewis?
another son, settled at Covington, Washington
County, 111., where he practiced medicine up to
1851; then engaged in mercantile business at
Chester, dying there in 1856.
MORRISON, William Ralls, ex-Congressman,
Inter-State Commerce Commissioner, was born,
Sept. 14, 1825, in Monroe County, 111., and educated at McKendree College served as a private
in the Mexican War, at its close studied law, and
was admitted to the bar in 1855; in 1852 was
elected Clerk of the Circuit Court of Monroe
County, but resigned before the close of his term,
accepting the office of Representative in the State
Legislature, to which he was elected in 1854 was
re-elected in 1856, and again in 1858, serving as
Speaker of the House during the session of 1859.
In 1861 he assisted in organizing the Forty-ninth
Regiment Illinois Volunteers and was commis-

—

;

;

severely wounded.

a member of the first Inter-State Commerce Commission for a period of five years at the close of
;

term he was reappointed, by President Harrison, for a full term of six years, serving a part of
the time as President of the Board, and retiring
from office in 1898.
his

MORRISON VILLE, a town in Christian
County, situated on the Wabash Railway, 40
miles southwest of Decatur and 20 miles northnorthef.st of Litchfield
Grain is extensively
raised in the surrounding region, and Morrisonville, with its elevators and mill, is an important
shipping-point.
It has brick and tile works,
electric lights, two banks, five churches, graded
and high schools, and a weekly paper. Population (1890), 844; ^1900), 934; (1903,

est.), 1,200.

MORTON,

a village of Tazewell County, at the
intersection of the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe
and the Terre Haute & Peoria Railroads, 10 miles
southeast of Peoria; has factories, a bank and a
newspaper. Population (1890), 657; (1900), 894.
MORTON, Joseph, pioneer farmer and legisla'

was born

August 1, 1801 came
to Madison County, 111., in 1819, and the following year to Morgan County, when he engaged in
farming in the vicinity of Jacksonville. He
served as a member of the House in the Tenth
and Fifteenth General Assemblies, and as Senator
in the Eighteenth and Nineteenth.
He was a
Democrat in politics, but, on questions of State
and local policy, was non-partisan, faithfully
tor,

in Virginia,

;

representing the interests of his constituents.
Died, at his home near Jacksonville, March 2, 1881.
MOSES, Adolph, lawyer, was born in Speyer,

Germany, Feb. 27, 1837, and, until fifteen years
was educated in the public and Latin

of age,

schools of his native country
of

1852,

came

Orleans, and, for

to

America,

some

;

in the latter part

locating

years, being a

in

New

law student
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in Louisiana University,

of Randall

under the preceptorship

Hunt and other eminent lawyers

of

that State. In the early days of the Civil War
he espoused the cause of the Confederacy, serving
some two years as an officer of the Twenty- first
Louisiana Regiment. Coming north at the expiration of this period, he resided for a time in
Quincy, 111., but, in 1869, removed to Chicago,
where he took a place in the front rank at the

and where he has resided ever since.
Although in sympathy with the general principles of the Democratic party. Judge Moses is an
independent voter, as shown by the fact that he
voted for General Grant for President in 1868,
and supported the leading measures of the RepubHe is the editor and publican party in 1896.
lisher of "The National Corporation Reporter,"
established in 1890, and which is devoted to the
bar,

interests of business corporations.

MOSES, John, lawyer and

was born
1825; came

author,

at

Canada, Sept. 18,
to
family locating first at Naples,
He pursued the vocation of a
Scott County.
teacher for a time, studied law, was elected Clerk
of the Circuit Court for Scott County in 1856, and
served as County Judge from 1857 to 1861. The
latter year he became the private secretary of
Governor Yates, serving until 1863, during that
period assisting in the organization of seventyseven regiments of Illinois Volunteers. While
serving in this capacity, in company with Governor Yates, he attended the famous conference
of loyal Governors, held at Altoona, Pa., in September, 1862, and afterwards accompanied the
Governors in their call upon President Lincoln, a
few days after the issue of the preliminary proclamation of emancipation. Having received the
appointment, from President Lincoln, of Assessor
of Internal Revenue for the Tenth Illinois District, he resigned the position of private secretary
to Governor Yates. In 1874 he was chosen
Representative in the Twenty-ninth General
Assembly for the District composed of Scott,
Pike and Calhoun Counties served as a delegate
to the National Republican Convention at Philadelphia, in 1872, and as Secretary of the Board of
Railroad and Warehouse Commissioners for
three years (1880-83). He was then appointed
Special Agent of the Treasury Department, and
assigned to duty in connection with the customs
revenue at Chicago. In 1887 he was chosen Secretary of the Chicago Historical Society, serving
until 1893.
While connected with the Chicago
Historical Library he brought out the most complete History of Illinois yet published, in two

Niagara

Falls,

Illinois in 1837, his

;

volumes, and also, in connection with the late
Major Kirkland, edited a History of Chicago in
two large volumes. Other literary work done by
Judge Moses, includes "Personal Recollections of
Abraham Lincoln" and "Richard Yates, the
War Governor of Illinois," in the form of lectures
or addresses.
Died in Chicago, July 3, 1898.
MOULTON, Samuel W., lawyer and Congressman, was born at Wenham, Mass., Jan. 20, 1822,
where he was educated in the public schools.
After spending some years in the South, he
removed to Illinois (1845), where he studied law,
and was admitted to the bar, commencing pracFrom 1852 to 1859 he was a
tice at Shelbyville.
member of the lower house of the General Assembly; in 1857, was a Presidential Elector on the
Buchanan ticket, and was President of the State
Board of Education from 1859 to 1876. In 1864

he was elected, as a Republican, Representative in
Congress for the State-at-large, being elected
again, as a Democrat, from the Shelbyville Dis-

and '82. During the past few years
(including the campaign of 1896) Mr. Moulton
has acted in cooperation with the Republican

trict, in 1880

party.

MOULTRIE COUNTY, a comparatively small
county in the eastern section of the middle tier of
the State named for a revolutionary hero. Area,

—

340 square miles, and population (by the census

Moultrie was one of the early
"stamping grounds" of the Kickapoos, who were
always friendly to English-speaking settlers. The
earliest immigrants were from the Southwest,
but arrivals from Northern States soon followed.
County organization was effected in 1843, both
Shelby and Macon Counties surrendering a portion
of territory.
A vein of good bituminous coal
underlies the county, but agriculture is the more
important industry. Sullivan is the county -seat,
selected in 1845.
In 1890 its population was about
1,700.
Hon. Richard J. Oglesby (former Governor, Senator and a Major-General in the Civil
War) began the practice of law here.
of 1900), 15,224.

MOUND-BUILDERS, WORKS OF THE. One
most conclusive evidences that the MisValley was once occupied by a people
different in customs, character and civilization
from the Indians found occupying the soil when
of the

sissippi

the first white explorers visited it, is the existence of certain artificial mounds and earthworks,
of the origin and purposes of which the Indians

seemed to have no knowledge or tradition. These
works extend throughout the valley from the
Allegheny to the Rocky Mountains, being much
more numerous, however, in some portions than
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and also varying greatly in form. This
with the remains found in some of them, has
heen regarded as evidence that the purposes of
They
their construction were widely variant.
have consequently been classified by archaeologists as sepulchral, religious, or defensive, while
some seem to have had a purpose of which
writers on the subject are unable to form any
in others,
fact,

satisfactory conception,
still

and which

are, therefore,

regarded as an unsolved mystery.

Some

of

the most elaborate of these works are found along
the eastern border of the Mississippi Valley,
especially in Ohio and the fact that they appear
to belong to the defensive class, has led to the
conclusion that this region was occupied by a race
;

practically homogeneous, and that these works
were designed to prevent the encroachment of
Illihostile races from beyond the Alleghenies.
nois being in the center of the valley, comparatively few of these defensive works are found
here, those of this character which do exist being
(See Fortireferred to a different era and race.
fications, Prehistoric.) While these works are
numerous in some portions of Illinois, their form
and structure give evidence that they were
erected by a peaceful people, however bloody
may have been some of the rites performed on

designed for a religious purpose. Their
This is
also imply a dense population.
especially true of that portion of the American
Bottom opposite the city of St. Louis, which is
the seat of the most remarkable group of earth
works of this character on the continent. The
central, or principal structure of this group, is
known, locally, as the great "Cahokia Mound,"
being situated near the creek of that name which
empties into the Mississippi just below the city
those

numbers

of

"Monks'
was occupied early
the present century by a community of Monks
La Trappe, a portion of whom succumbed to
East

St.

Louis.

Mound," from the
in

of

It is

fact that

also called
it

the malarial influences of the climate, while the
survivors returned to the original seat of their
This mound, from its form and comorder.
manding size, has been supposed to belong to the
class called "temple mounds," and has been described as 'the monarch of all similar structures'
and the "best representative of its class in North
'

William Mc Adams, of
group some years since,
in his "Records of Ancient Races," gives the following description of this principal structure
"In the center of a great mass of mounds and
earth-works there stands a mighty pyramid
whose base covers nearly sixteen acres of ground.

America."
Alton,

The

late

who surveyed

this
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not exactly square, being a parallelogram a
longer north and south than east and west.
Some thirty feet above the base, on the south side,
It is

little

an apron or terrace, on which now grows an
orchard of considerable size. This terrace is
approached from the plain by a graded roadway.
Thirty feet above this terrace, and on the west
side, is another much smaller, on which are now
growing some forest trees. The top, which contains an acre and a half, is divided into two
nearly equal parts, the northern part being four
or five feet the higher.
On the north,
east and south, the structure still retains its
straight side, that probably has changed but little
since the settlement of the country by white
men, but remains in appearance to-day the same
as centuries ago. The west side of the pyramid,
however, has its base somewhat serrated and
seamed by ravines, evidently made by rainstorms
and the elements. From the second terrace a
well, eighty feet in depth, penetrates the base of
the structure, which is plainly seen to be almost
wholly composed of the black, sticky soil of the
surrounding plain. It is not an oval or conical
mound or hill, but a pyramid with straight
sides." The approximate height of this mound
is ninety feet.
When first seen by white men,
this was surmounted by a small conical mound
some ten feet in height, from which human
remains and various relics were taken while
being leveled for the site of a house. Messrs.
Squier and Davis, in their report on "Ancient
Monuments of the Mississippi Valley," published
by the Smithsonian Institute (1848), estimate the
contents of the structure at 20,000,000 cubic feet.
A Mr. Breckenridge, who visited these mounds
in 1811 and published a description of them, estimates that the construction of this principal
mound must have required the work of thousands
of laborers and years of time. The upper terrace,
at the time of his visit, was occupied by the
Trappists as a kitchen garden, and the top of the
structure was sown in wheat. He also found
numerous fragments of flint and earthern vessels, and concludes that "a populous city once
is

.

.

.

existed here, similar to those of Mexico described
by the first conquerors. The mounds were sites
of temples or monuments to great men." Accord-

ing to Mr. McAdams, there are seventy-two
mounds of considerable size within two miles of
the main structure, the group extending to the
mouth of the Cahokia and embracing over one

hundred in all. Most of these are square, ranging from twenty to fifty feet in height, a few are
oval and one or two conical. Scattered among
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the mounds are also a number of small lakes,
From the fact
evidently of artificial origin.
that there were a number of conspicuous
mounds on the Missouri side of the river,
on the present site of the city of St. Louis
and its environs, it is believed that they all
belonged to the same system and had a common
purpose; the Cahokia Mound, from its superior
and probably
size, being the center of the group
used for sacrificial purposes. The whole number
of these structures in the American Bottom,
whose outlines were still visible a few years ago,
was estimated by Dr. J. W. Foster at nearly two

—

hundred, and the presence of so large a number
in close proximity, has been accepted as evidence
of a large population in the immediate vicinity.
Mr. McAdams reports the finding of numerous
specimens of pottery and artificial ornaments and
implements in the Cahokia mounds and in caves
and mounds between Alton and the mouth of the
Illinois River, as well as on the latter some
twenty-five miles from its mouth. Among the
relics found in the Illinois Eiver mounds was a
burial vase, and Mr. McAdams says that, in.
thirty years, he has unearthed more than a
thousand of these, many of which closely
resemble those found in the mounds of Europe.
Dr. Foster also makes mention of an ancient
cemetery near Chester, in which "each grave,
when explored, is found to contain a cist enclosing a skeleton, for the most part far gone in
decay. These cists are built up and covered with
slabs of limestone, which here abound.
Another
noteworthy group of mounds though far inferior
to the Cahokia group exists near Hutsonville in
Crawford County. As described in the State
Geological Survey, this group consists of fiftyfive elevations, irregularly dispersed over an area
of 1,000 by 1,400 to 1,500 feet, and varying from
fourteen to fifty feet in diameter, the larger ones
having a height of five to eight feet. From their
'

'

—

—

—

form and arrangement these are believed

to have
been mounds of habitation. In the southern portion of this group are four mounds of peculiar
construction and larger size, each surrounded
by a low ridge or earthwork, with openings facing
towards each other, indicating that they were
defense-works. The location of this group
few miles from a prehistoric fortification at
Merom, on the Indiana side of the Wabash, to
which the name of "Fort Azatlan" has been
given induces the belief that the two groups,

—

—

American Bottom and at St.
were parts of the same system. Professor
Engelman, in the part of the State Geological
like those in the

Louis,

—

Survey devoted to Massac County, alludes to a
remarkable group of earthworks in the Black
Bend of the Ohio, as an "extensive" system of
which probably
"fortifications and mounds
belong to the same class as those in the Mississippi Bottom opposite St. Louis and at other
points farther up the Ohio." In the report of
Government survey by Dan W. Beckwith, in 1834,
mention is made of a very large mound on the
Kankakee River, near the mouth of Rock Creek,
now a part of Kankakee County. This had a
base diameter of about 100 feet, with a height of
twenty feet, and contained the remains of a
large number of Indians killed in a celebrated
battle, in which the Illinois and Chippewas, and
the Delawares and Shawnees took part. Near
by were two other mounds, said to contain the
remains of the chiefs of the two parties. In this

mounds of prehistoric origin had probably
been utilized as burial places by the aborigines at
a comparatively recent period. Related to the
Kankakee mounds, in location if not in period of
construction, is a group of nineteen in number on
case,

the site of the present city of Morris, in Grundy
County. Within a circuit of three miles of
Ottawa it has been estimated that there were
3,000 mounds though many of these are believed
to have been of Indian origin. Indeed, the whole
Illinois Valley is full of these silent monuments
of a prehistoric age, but they are not generally of
the conspicuous character of those found in the
vicinity of St. Louis and attributed to the Mound
Builders.
A very large and numerous group of
these monuments exists along the bluffs of the
Mississippi River, in the western part of Rock
Island and Mercer Counties, chiefly between
Drury's Landing and New Boston. Mr. J. E.
Stevenson, in "The American Antiquarian," a
few years ago, estimated that there were 2,500 of
these within a circuit of fifty miles, located in
groups of two or three to 100, varying in diameter

—

—

from

and

with an elevation of two
There are also numerous burial

fifteen to 150 feet,

to fifteen feet.
sacrificial

on the

mounds

in the vicinity of Chilli-

the northeastern
part of Peoria County. There are but few specimens of the animal or effigy mounds, of which so
many exist in Wisconsin, to be found in Illinois;
and the fact that these are found chiefly on Rock
River, leaves no doubt of a common origin with
cothe,

Illinois River, in

—

the Wisconsin groups. The most remarkable of
these is the celebrated "Turtle Mound," within
the present limits of the city of Roekford though
some regard it as having more resemblance to an

—

alligator.

This figure, which

is

maintained in a
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good state of preservation by the citizens, has an
extreme length of about 150 feet, by fifty in
width at the front legs and thirty-nine at the
hind legs, and an elevation equal to the height
of a man. There are some smaller mounds in
the vicinity, and some bird effigies on Rock River
some six miles below Rockford. There is also an
animal effigy near the village of Hanover, in Jo
Daviess County, with a considerable group of
round mounds and embankments in the immediate vicinity, besides a smaller effigy of a similar
character on the north side of the Pecatonica in
Stephenson County, some ten miles east of FreeThe Rock River region seems to have been
port.
a favorite field for the operations of the moundbuilders, as shown by the number and variety of
these structures, extending from Sterling, in
Whiteside County, to the Wisconsin State line. A
large number of these were to be found in the

Kishwaukee River in the southWinnebago County. The famous
prehistoric fortification on Rock River, just
beyond the Wisconsin boundary — which seems to

vicinity of the

eastern part of

have been a sort of counterpart of the ancient
Fort Azatlan on the Indiana side of the Wabash
appears to have had a close relation to the
works of the mound-builders on the same stream

—

in Illinois.

MOUND CITY, the county-seat of Pulaski
County, on the Ohio River, seven miles north of
Cairo; is on a branch line of the Illinois Central
and the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St.
Louis Railroad. The chief industries are lumbering and ship-building; also has furniture, canning
and other factories. One of the United States
National Cemeteries is located here. The town
has a bank and two weekly papers. Population
(1890). 2,550; (1900), 2,705; (1903, est.), 3,500.

MOUNT CARMEL, a city

and the county-seat
the point of junction of
the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis
and the Southern Railroads, 132 miles northeast
of Cairo, and 24 miles southwest of Vincennes,
Ind.
situated on the Wabash River, which supof

Wabash County;

is

;

plies
mills,

good water-power for saw mills, flouring
and some other manufactures. The town

has railroad shops and two daily newspapers.
Agriculture and lumbering are the principal
pursuits of the people of the sm-rounding district.
Population (1890), 3,376; (1900), 4,311.

MOUNT CARROLL, the county-seat of Carroll
County, an incorporated city, founded in 1843;
is 128 miles southwest of Chicago, on the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad.
Farming,
stock-raising and mining are the principal indus-
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It has five churches, excellent schools,
good libraries, two daily and two semi-weekly
newspapers. Pop. (1890), 1,836; (1900), 1,965.

tries.

MOUNT CARROLL SEMINARY,

a young
seminary, located at Mount Carroll, Carroll
County; incorporated in 1852; had a faculty of
ladies'

members in 1896, with 126 pupils, property valued at §100,000, and a library of 5,000
thirteen

volumes.

MOUNT MORRIS, a town in Ogle County, situated on the Chicago & Iowa Division of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad, 108 miles
wT est by north from Chicago, and 24 miles southwest of Rockford; is the seat of Mount Morris
College and flourishing public school; has handsome stone and brick buildings, three churches
and two newspapers.
Population (1900), 1,048.
MOUNT OLIVE, a village of Macoupin County,
on the Chicago, Peoria & St. Louis and the
Wabash Railways, 68 miles southwest of Decatur
in a rich agricultural and coal-mining region.
Population (1880), 709; (1890), 1,986 ;(1900), 2,935.
MOUNT PULASKI, a village and railroad juncin Logan County, 21 miles northwest of
Decatur and 24 miles northeast of Springfield.
Agriculture, coal-mining and stock-raising are
leading industries. It is also an important shipping point for grain, and contains several
elevators and flouring mills. Population (1880),

tion

1,125; (1890), 1,357; (1900), 1,643.

MOUNT STERLING, a city, the county-seat of
Brown County, midway between Quincy and
Jacksonville, on the Wabash Railway. It is surrounded by a rich farming country, and has extensive deposits of clay and coal. It contains six
churches and four schools (two large public, and
two parochial). The town is lighted by electricity and has public water-works.
Wagons,
brick, tile and earthenware are manufactured
here, and three weekly newspapers are published.

Population

(1880),

1,445;

(1890),

1,655;

(1900), 1,960.

MOUNT

VERNON, a city and county-seat of
Jefferson County, on three trunk lines of railroad,
77 miles east-southeast of St. Louis; is the center
of a rich agricultural and coal region; has many
flourishing manufactories, including car-works, a
plow factory, flouring mills, pressed brick factory,

canning factory, and

is

an important ship-

ping-point for grain, vegetables and fruits. The
Appellate Court for the Southern Grand Division
is held here, and the city has nine churches, fine
school buildings, a Carnegie library, two banks,
heating plant, two daily and three weekly papers.

Population

(1890), 3,233; (1900), 5,216.
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MOUNT VERNON & GRAYVILLE RAILROAD.
&

Evansville Railway.)
(See Peoria, Decatur
MOWEAO.UA, a village of Shelby County, on
the Illinois Central Railroad, 16 miles south of
Decatur; is in rich agricultural and stock-raising

has coal mine, three banks and two
newspapers. Population (1890), 848; (1900), 1,478.
MUDD, (Col.) John J., soldier, was born in
section;

Charles County, Mo., Jan. 9, 1820; his father
having died in 1833, his mother removed to Pike
County, 111., to free her children from the influence of slavery. In 1849, and again in 1850, he
made the overland journey to California, each
time returning by the Isthmus, his last visit extending into 1851. In 1854 he engaged in the
commission business in St. Louis, as head of the
firm of Mudd & Hughes, but failed in the crash
of 1857; then removed to Chicago, and, in 1861,
was again in prosperous business. While on a
business visit in New Orleans, in December, 1860,
he had an opportunity of learning the growing
spirit of secession, being advised by friends to
leave the St. Charles Hotel in order to escape a
mob. In September, 1861, he entered the army
as Major of the Second Illinois Cavalry (Col.
Silas Noble), and, in the next few months, was
stationed successively at Cairo, Bird's Point and
Paducah, Ky., and, in February, 1862, led the
advance of General McClernand's division in the
attack on Fort Donelson. Here he was severely
wounded but, after a few weeks in hospital at St.
St.

;

was

sufficiently recovered to rejoin his
regiment soon after the battle of Shiloh. Unable
to perform cavalry duty, he was attached to the
staff of General McClernand during the advance
on Corinth, but, in October following, at the head

Louis,

of 400 men of his regiment, was transferred to
the command of General McPherson. Early in
1863 he was promoted Lieutenant-Colonel, and
soon after to a colonelcy, taking part in the
movement against Vicksburg. June 13, he was
again severely wounded, but, a few weeks later,
was on duty at New Orleans, and subsequently
participated in the operations in Southwestern
Louisiana and Texas. On May 1, 1864, he left
Baton Eouge for Alexandria, as Chief of Staff to
General McClernand, but two days later, while
approaching Alexandria on board the steamer,
was shot through the head and instantly killed.

He was

a gallant soldier and greatly beloved by

his troops.

MULBERRY (JROVE, a village of Bond County,
on the Terre Haute & Indianapolis (Vandalia)
Railroad, 8 miles northeast of Greenville; has a
local newspaper.

Pop. (1890), 750; (1900), 632.

MULLIGAN, James

A., soldier,

Irish parentage at Utica, N. Y.

1836

accompanied

,

was born of

June

25,

1830

his parents to Chicago,

;

in

and,

graduating from the University of St.
Mary's of the Lake, in 1850, began the study of
law. In 1851 he accompanied John Lloyd Stephens on his expedition to Panama, and on his
return resumed his professional studies, at the
same time editing "The Western Tablet, " a
weekly Catholic paper. At the outbreak of the
Rebellion he recruited, and was made Colonel of
the Twenty-third Illinois Regiment, known as
the Irish Brigade. He served with great gallantry, first in the West and later in the East, being
severely wounded and twice captured. He
after

declined a Brigadier-Generalship, preferring to

remain with his regiment. He was fatally
wounded during a charge at the battle of WinWhile being carried off the field he
chester.
noticed that the colors of his brigade were endangered. "Lay me down and save the flag," he
His men hesitated, but he repeated the
ordered.
command until it was obeyed. Before they
returned he had been borne away by the enemy,
and died a prisoner, at Winchester, Va., July 26,
1864.

MUNN, Daniel W., lawyer and soldier, was
born in Orange County, Vt., in 1834; graduated
at Thetford Academy in 1852, when he taught
two years, meanwhile beginning the study of
law.
Removing to Coles County, 111., in 1855, he
resumed his law studies, was admitted to the bar
in 1858, and began practice at Hillsboro, Montgomery County. In 1862 lie joined the One
Hundred and Twenty-sixth Regiment Illinois
Volunteers, with the rank of Adjutant, but the
following year was appointed Colonel of the First
Alabama Cavalry. Compelled to retire from the
service on account of declining health, he returned to Cairo, 111., where lie became editor of
"The Daily News"; in 1866 was elected to the
State Senate, serving four years; served as Presidential Elector in 1868 was the Republican nomi;

nee for Congress in 1870, and the following year
was appointed by President Grant Supervisor of
Internal Revenue for the District including the
States of Illinois, Michigan and Wisconsin.
Removing to Chicago, he began practice there in
1875, in which he has since been engaged.
He
has been prominently connected with a number
of important cases before the Chicago courts.
MUNN, Sylvester W., lawyer, soldier and legislator, was born about 1818, and came from Ohio

Wilmington,
removing to Joliet,

at thirty years of age, settling at

Will

County, afterwards
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where he practiced law. During the War he
served as Major of the Yates Phalanx (Thirtylater, was State's
ninth Illinois Volunteers)
Attorney for Will County and State Senator in
and Thirty-second General
Thirty -first
the
;

Assemblies.

Died, at Joliet, Sept.

11, 1888.

He

was a member of the Illinois State Bar Association from its organization.
MURPHY, Everett J., ex-Member of Congress, was born in Nashville, 111., July 24, 1852;
in early youth removed to Sparta, where he was
educated in the high schools of that place at the
age of fourteen he became clerk in a store; in
1877 was elected City Clerk of Sparta, but the
next year resigned to become Deputy Circuit
Clerk at Chester, remaining until 1882, when he
was elected Sheriff of Randolph County. In
1886 he was chosen a Representative in the General Assembly, and, in 1889, was appointed, by
Governor Fifer, Warden of the Southern Illinois
Penitentiary at Chester, but retired from this
position in 1892, and removed to East St. Louis.
Two years later he was elected as a Republican
to the Fifty-fourth Congress for the Twenty-first
District, but was defeated for re-election by a
small majority in 1896, by Jehu Baker, Democrat
and Populist. In 1899 Mr. Murphy was appointed
Warden of the State Penitentiary at Joliet, to
;

succeed Col. R.

W. McClaughry.

MURPHYSBORO,

Association the college now has a normal school
department. Population (1890), 2,216; (1900), 2,629
NAPLES, a town of Scott County, on the Illinois River and the Hannibal and Naples branch
of the Wabash Railway, 21 miles west of Jacksonville.
Population (1890), 452; (1900), 398.
NASHVILLE, an incorporated city, the countyseat of Washington County, on the Centralia &
Chester and the Louisville & Nashville Railways;
is 120 miles south of Springfield and 50 miles east
by south from St. Louis. It stands in a coalproducing and rich agricultural region
There
are two coal mines within the corporate limits,
and two large flouring mills do a considerable
business.
There are numerous churches, public
schools, including a high school, a State bank,
;

and four weekly

Cairo and 90 miles south-southeast of St. Louis.
Coal of a superior quality is extensively mined in
the vicinity. The city has a foundry, machine
shops, skewer factory, furniture factory, flour
and saw mills, thirteen churches, four schools,
three banks, two daily and three weekly newsPopupapers, city and rural free mail delivery.

1,208;

MURPHYSBORO & SHAWNEETOWN RAIL.
(See Carbondale & Shavmeetoivn, St.
Louis Southern and St. Louis, Alton & Terre
Haute Railroads.)

now

being of

German

is

(1880),

extraction.

chief industries are agriculture

and

The

horticulture.

Large quantities of grapes and strawberries are
raised and shipped, and considerable native wine
produced. Population (1880), 1,402; (1890),
(per census 1900), 1,321.
(See also Mormons.)
is

NAVIGABLE STREAMS

(by Statute).

Fol-

lowing the example of the French explorers, who
chiefly followed the water-ways in their early
explorations, the early

permanent

settlers of Illi-

not only settled, to a great extent, on the
principal streams, but later took especial pains to
maintain their navigable character by statute.
This was, of course, partly due to the absence of
improved highways, but also to the belief that,
as the country developed, the streams would
nois,

become extremely valuable,
a city of Du Page County, on
the west branch of the Du Page River and on the
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad, 30 miles
west-southwest of Chicago, and 9 miles east of
Aurora. It has three banks, a weekly newspaper,
stone quarries, couch factory, and nine churches;

Population

NAUVOO, a city in Hancock County, at the
head of the Lower Rapids on the Mississippi,
between Fort Madison and Keokuk, Iowa. It
was founded by the Mormons in 1840, and its
early growth was rapid. After the expulsion of
the "Saints" in 1846, it was settled by a colony of
French Icarians, who introduced the culture of
grapes on a large scale. They were a sort of
communistic order, but their experiment did not
prove a success, and in a few years they gave
place to another class, the majority of the population

ROAD.

papers.

2,222; (1890), 2,084; (1900), 2,184.

the county-seat of Jackson
County, situated on the Big Muddy River and on
main line of the Mobile & Ohio, the St. Louis
Division of the Illinois Central, and a branch of
the St. Louis Valley Railroaas, 52 miles north of

lation (1890), 3,380; (1900). 6,463; (1903, est), 7,500.
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if

not indispensable,

NAPERYILLE,

especially in the transportation of

also the seat of the

Accordingly, for the first quarter century
after the organization of the State Government,
one of the questions receiving the attention of
the Legislature, at almost every session, was the
enactment of laws affirming the navigability of
certain streams now regarded as of little impor-

Northwestern College, an
by the Evangelical

institution founded in 1861

heavy commod-

ities.

tance,

or utterly insignificant, as

channels of
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transportation.

of

Legislation

character

this

began with the first General Assembly (1819),
and continued, at intervals, with reference to
one or two of the more important interior rivers
Besides the Illinois
recognized as navigable
streams, the following were made the subject of
legislation of this character: Beaucoup Creek, a
branch of the Big Muddy, in Perry and Jackson
Counties (law of 1819); Big Bay, a tributary of
the Ohio in Pope County (Acts of 1833); Big
Muddy, to the junction of the East and West
Forks in Jefferson County (1835), with various
subsequent amendments Big Vermilion, declared
navigable (1831) Bon Pas, a branch of the
of the State, as late as 1867.

and

Wabash,

still

;

;

Wabash, between Wabash and Edwards CounCache River, to main fork in Johnson
County (1819); Des Plaines, declared navigable
(1839); Embarras (1831), with various subsequent
acts in reference to improvement; Fox River,
declared navigable to the Wisconsin line (1840),
and Fox River Navigation Company, incorporated (1855); Kankakee and Iroquois Navigation
& Manufacturing Company, incorporated (1847),
with various changes and amendments (1851-65)
Kaskaskia (or Okaw), declared navigable to a
point in Fayette County north of Vandalia (1819),
with various modifying acts (1823-67) Macoupin
Creek, to Carrollton and Alton road (1837);
Piasa, declared navigable in Jersey and Madison
Counties (1861); Rock River Navigation Company, incorporated (1841), with subsequent acts
ties (1831)

;

;

(1845-67)

;

Sangamon

River, declared

to Third Principal Meridian

mon County — (1822), and
to

Champaign County

navigable
Sanga-

—east line of

the North Fork of same

(1845)

Sny-Carty

;

(a

bayou

of the Mississippi), declared navigable in Pike
and Adams Counties (1859) Spoon River, navi;

gable to Cameron's mill in Fulton County (1835),
with various modifying acts (1845-53) Little
Wabash Navigation Company, incorporated
and river declared navigable to McCawley's
bridge probably in Clay County (1826), with
various subsequent acts making appropriations
;

—

—

improvement; Skillet Fork (a branch
Little Wabash),
declared navigable
to Slocum's Mill in Marion County (1837), and
to Ridgway Mills (1846).
Other acts passed at
various times declared a number of unimportant streams navigable, including Big Creek
in Fulton County, Crooked Creek in Schuyler
County, Lusk's Creek in Pope County, McKee's
Creek in Pike County, Seven Mile Creek in Ogle
for

of

its

the

County, besides a number of others" of similar
character.

NEALE, THOMAS M., pioneer lawyer, was
born in Fauquier County, Va., 1796; while yet a
child removed with his parents to Bowling Green,
Ky., and became a common soldier in the War of
1812; came to Springfield, 111., in 1824, and began
the practice of law served as Colonel of a regiment raised in Sangamon and Morgan Counties
for the Winnebago War (1827), and afterwards as
Surveyor of Sangamon County, appointing
Abraham Lincoln as his deputy. He also served
as a Justice of the Peace, for a number of years,
;

at Springfield.

Died,

NEECE, William

August

7,

1840.

ex-Congressman, was
born, Feb. 26, 1831, in what is now a part of
Logan County, 111., but which was then within the
limits of Sangamon was reared on a farm and
attended the public schools in McDonough
County; studied law and was admitted to the
bar in 1858, and has been ever since engaged in
practice.
His political career began in 1861,
when he was chosen a member of the City Council of Macomb.
In 1864 he was elected to the
Legislature, and, in 1869, a member of the Constitutional Convention.
In 1871 he was again
elected to the lower house of the General Assembly, and, in 1878, to the State Senate.
From 1883
to 1887 he repi'esented the Eleventh Illinois District in Congress, as a Democrat, but was defeated
for re-election in 1890 by William H. Gest,
H.,

;

Republican.

NEGROES.

(See Slavery and Slave Laws.)
NEOdJA, a village of Cumberland County, at the
intersection of the Illinois Central and the Toledo,
St. Louis & Western Railways, 20 miles southwest
of Charleston lias a bank, two newspapers, some
manufactories, and ships grain, hay, fruit and
;

Pop. (1890), 829; (1900), 1,126
a village and station on the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad, in Bureau
County, 4 miles southwest of Mendota. Popula-

live-stock.

NEPONSET,

tion (1880),

i;52;

(1890), 542; (1900), 516.

NEW ALBANY &

LOUIS RAILWAY.

ST.

&

(See Louisville, Evansville

St.

Louis (Consoli-

dated) Railroad.)

NEW ATHENS, a village

of St. Clair County,
Cairo "Short Line" (now Illinois Central) Railroad, at the crossing of the Kaskaskia River, 31 miles southeast of St. Louis has
one newspaper and considerable grain trade.

on the

St.

Louis

&

;

Population

(1880), 603; (1890), 624; (1900), 856.

NEW
on the

BERLIN, a village of Sangamon County,
Wabash Railway, 17 miles west of Spring-

field.

Population

(1880), 403; (1900), 533.

NEWBERRY LIBRARY,
brary, located in Chicago,

a large reference

li-

endowed by Walter

L.

o
5*.

n°

&

TO

O

3

tr

n

a

O
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p

Wo

w
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Art Institute.

Court House.

Public Library.

Armour

Institute.

PUBLIC BUILDINGS.
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man of Chicago, who
(aggregating over §2,000,000)
The property bequeathed was
for the purpose.
largely in real estate, which has since greatly increased in value. The library was established in
temporary quarters in 1887, and the first section
of a permanent building was opened in the
autumn of 1893. By that time there had been
accumulated about 160,000 books and pamphlets.
A collection of nearly fifty portraits chiefly of
eminent Americans, including many citizens of
Chicago was presented to the library by G. P. A.
Healy, a distinguished artist, since deceased.
The site of the building occupies an entire block,
and the original design contemplates a handsome
front on each of the four streets, with a large
rectangular court in the center. The section
already completed is massive and imposing, and
its interior is admirably adapted to the purposes
of a library, and at the same time rich and
When completed, the building will
beautiful.
have a capacity for four to six million volumes.
Newberry, an early business
left half of his estate

—

—

NEWBERRY, Walter C, ex-Congressman, was
born at Sangerfield, Oneida County, N. Y., Dec.
Early in the Civil War he enlisted as a
23, 1835.
private, and rose, step by step, to a colonelcy, and
was mustered out as Brevet Brigadier-General.
In 1890 he was elected, as a Democrat, to represent
the Fourth Illinois District in the Fifty-second
Congress (1891-93). His home is in Chicago.
NEWBERRY, Walter L., merchant, banker and
philanthropist, was born at East Windsor, Conn.
Sept. 18, 1804, descended from English ancestry.
He was President Jackson's personal appointee
to the United States Military Academy at West
Point, but was prevented from taking the examination by sickness. Subsequently he embarked in
business at Buffalo, N. Y., going to Detroit in
After
1828, and settling at Chicago in 1833.
engaging in general merchandising for several
years, he turned his attention to banking, in
which he accumulated a large fortune. He was
a prominent and influential citizen, serving
several terms as President of the Board of Education, and being, for six years, the President of
the Chicago Historical Society. He died at sea,
Nov. 6, 1868, leaving a large estate, one-half of
which he devoted, by will, to the founding of a
free reference library in Chicago.

Library.

NEW

(See Newberry

)

BOSTON,

a city of Mercer County, on
the Mississippi River, at the western terminus of
the Galva and New Boston Division of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railway. Population
(1890), 445; (1900), 703.

395

NEW BRIGHTON, a village of
and suburb of East

St. Louis.

St. Clair

County

Population (1890),

868.

NEW BURNSIDE, a village of Johnson County,
on the Cairo Division of the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis Railway, 53 miles
northeast of Cairo. Population
(1880), 650;
(1890), 596; (1900), 468.

NEW DOUGLAS, a village in Madison County,
on the Toledo, St. Louis & Western Railroad in
farming and fruit-growing region has coal mine,
flour mill and newspaper. Population (1900), 469.
NEWELL, John, Railway President, was born
at West Newbury, Mass., March 31, 1830, being
directly descended from "Pilgrim" stock.
At
the age of 10 he entered the employment of the
Cheshire Railroad in New Hampshire. Eighteen
months later he was appointed an assistant engineer on the Vermont Central Railroad, and placed
;

;

in charge of the construction of a 10-mile section
line.
His promotion was rapid, and, in
he accepted a responsible position on the

of the
1850,

& St. Lawrence Railroad. From 1850
was engaged in making surveys for
Kentucky and New York, and, during

Champlain
to 1856 he

roads in
the latter year, held the position of engineer of
the Cairo City Company, of Cairo, 111. In 1857 he
entered the service of the Illinois Central Railroad Company, as "Division Engineer, where his
remarkable success attracted the attention of the
owners of the old Winona & St. Peter Railroad
(now a part of the Chicago & Northwestern
system), who tendered him the presidency. This
he accepted, but, in 1864, was made President of
the Cleveland & Toledo Railroad. Four years
later, he accepted the position of General Superintendent and Chief Engineer of the New York

Central Railroad, but resigned, in 1869, to become
Vice-President of the Illinois Central Railroad.
In 1871 he was elevated to the presidency, but
retired in September, 1874, to accept the position
of General Manager of the Lake Shore & Michigan

Southern Railroad, of which he was elected
President, in May, 1883, and continued in office
until the time of his death, which occurred at
Youngstown, Ohio, August 25, 1894.

NEWHALL,
and newspaper

(Dr.)

Horatio, early physician

publisher,

came from

St.

Louis,

Mo., to Galena, 111., in 1827, and engaged in mining and smelting, but abandoned this business,
the following year, for the practice of his profession;

soon afterward became interested in the

publication of "The Miners' Journal," and still
later in "The Galena Advertiser," with which

Hooper Warren and Dr. Philleo were

associated.
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In 1830 he became a Surgeon in the United States
Army, and was stationed at Fort Winnebago,
but retired from the service, in 1832, and returned
When the Black Hawk War broke
to Galena.
out he volunteered his services, and, by order of
General Scott, was placed in charge of a military
hospital at Galena, of which he had control until
the close of the war. The difficulties of the position were increased by the appearance of the
Asiatic cholera among the troops, but he seems
to have discharged his duties with satisfaction
He enjoyed a wide
to the military authorities.

reputation for professional ability, and had an
extensive practice. Died, Sept. 19, 1870.
NEWMAK, a village of Douglas County, on the
Cincinnati, Hamilton & Dayton Railway, 52 miles
east of Decatur; has a bank, a newspaper, can-

ning factory, broom factory, electric

lights,

and

large trade in agricultural products

and

live-

stock.

Population

(1890), 990; (1900), 1,166.

NEWSPAPERS, EARLY. The first

newspaper
published in the Northwest Territory, of which
the present State of Illinois, at the time, composed a part, was "TheCentinel of the Northwest
Territory," established at Cincinnati by William
Maxwell, the first issue appearing in November,
1793. This was also the first newspaper published
west of the Allegheny Mountains. In 1796 it was
sold to Edmund Freeman and assumed the name
Nathaniel
Willis
Journal."
of "Freeman's
(grandfather of N. P. Willis, the poet) estab"The Scioto Gazette," at Chillicothe, in
"The Western Spy and Hamilton Gazette"
1796.
was the third paper in Northwest Territory (also
within the limits of Ohio), founded in 1799.
Willis's paper became the organ of the Territorial Government on the removal of the capital
lished

to Chillicothe, in 1800.

The first newspaper in Indiana Territory (then
including Illinois) was established by Elihu Stout
at Vincennes, beginning publication, July 4, 1804.
It took the name of "The Western Sun and General Advertiser," but is now known as "The
Western Sun," having had a continuous existence for ninety-five years.
The first newspaper published in Illinois Territory was "The Illinois Herald," but, owing to the
absence of early files and other specific records,
the date of its establishment has been involved
Its founder was Matthew Dunin some doubt.
can (a brother of Joseph Duncan, who was afterwards a member of Congress and Governor of the
State from 1834 to 1838), and its place of publication Kaskaskia, at that time the Territorial
Duncan, who was a native of Kentucky,
capital.

brought a press and a primitive printer's outfit
with him from that State. Gov. John Reynolds,
who came as a boy to the "Illinois Country" in
1800, while it was still a part of the "Northwest
Territory," in his "Pioneer History of Illinois,"
has fixed the date of the first issue of this
paper in 1809, the same year in which Illinois
was severed from Indiana Territory and placed
under a separate Territorial Government. There
is good reason, however, for believing that the
Governor was mistaken in this statement. If
Duncan brought his press to Illinois in 1809
which is probable it does not seem to have been
employed at once in the publication of a newspaper, as Hooper Warren (the founder of the
third paper established in Illinois) says it "was
for years only used for the public printing."
The earliest issue of "The Illinois Herald" known
to be in existence, is No. 32 of Vol. II, and bears

—

Calculating from these
was issued continuously from
establishment, the date of the first issue would

date,

April

18,

1816.

data, if the paper
its

have been Sept. 6, 1814. Corroborative evidence
of this is found in the fact that "The Missouri
Gazette, " the original of the old "Missouri Republican" (now "The St. Louis Republic"), which
was established in 1808, makes no mention of the
Kaskaskia paper before 1814, although communication between Kaskaskia and St. Louis was
most intimate, and these two were, for several
years,

the only papers published west of Vin-

cennes, Ind.

In August, 1817, "The Herald" was sold to
Daniel P. Cook and Robert Blackwell, and the
name of the paper was changed to "The Illinois
Intelligencer." Cook who had previously been
Auditor of Public Accounts for the Territory, and
afterwards became a Territorial Circuit Judge,
the first Attorney-General under the new State
Government, and, for eight years, served as the
only Representative in Congress from Illinois
for a time officiated as editor of "The Intelligencer," while Blackwell (who had succeeded
to the Auditorship) had charge of the publication.
The size of the paper, which had been four pages
of three wide columns to the page, was increased,
by the new publishers, to four columns to the
On the removal of the State capital to
page.
Vandalia, in 1820, "The Intelligencer" was
removed thither also, and continued under its
later name, afterwards becoming, after a change
of management, an opponent of the scheme for
the calling of a State Convention to revise the
State Constitution with a view to making Illinois
a slave State. (See Slai'cry and Slave Laivs.)

—
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The second paper established on Illinois soil
was "The Shawnee Chief," which began publication at Shawneetovvn, Sept. 5, 1818, with Henry
Eddy who afterwards became a prominent lawyer of Southern Illinois— as its editor. The name
of "The Chief" was soon afterwards changed to
"The Illinois Emigrant," and some years later,
became "The Shawneetown Gazette." Among
others who were associated with the Shawneetown paper, in early days, was James Hall, afterwards a Circuit Judge and State Treasurer, and,
without doubt, the most prolific and popular

—

writer of his day in

Illinois.

Later,

he estab-

"The Illinois Magazine" at Vandalia, subsequently removed to Cincinnati, and issued under
the name of "The Western Monthly Magazine."
He was also a frequent contributor to other magazines of that period, and author of several volumes, including "Legends of the West" and
"Border Tales." During the contest over the
in 1823-24, "The Gazette"
slavery question,
lished

rendered valuable service to the anti-slavery
party by the publication of articles in opposition
to the Convention scheme, from the pen of Morris
Birkbeck and others.
The third Illinois paper— and, in 1823-24, the
strongest and most influential opponent of the

scheme for establishing slavery in Illinois — was
"The Ed wardsville Spectator," which began publication at Edwardsville, Madison County, May
Hooper Warren was the publisher and
23, 1819.
responsible editor, though he received valuable
aid from the pens of Governor Coles, George
Lippincott,
Judge
Rev. Thomas
Churchill,
Samuel D. Lockwood, Morris Birkbeck and
(See Warren, Hooper.) Warren sold
others.
"The Spectator" to Rev. Thomas Lippincott in
1825, and was afterwards associated with papers
at Springfield, Galena, Chicago and elsewhere.
The agitation of the slavery question (in part,
at least) led to the establishment of two new
papers in 1822. The first of these was "The
Republican Advocate," which began publication
at Kaskaskia, in April of that year, under the
management of Elias Kent Kane, then an aspirant to the United States Senatorship. After his
election to that office in 1824, "The Advocate"
passed into the hands of Robert K. Fleming, who,
after a period of suspension, established "The
Kaskaskia Recorder," but, a year or two later,
removed to Vandalia. "The Star of the West"
was established at Edwardsville, as an opponent
of Warren's "Spectator," the first issue making
its appearance, Sept. 14, 1822, with Theophilus W.
Smith, afterwards a Justice of the Supreme
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Court, as its reputed editor. A few months later
passed into new hands, and, in August, 1823,
assumed the name of "The Illinois Republican."
it

Both "The Republican Advocate" and
Illinois Republican" were zealous organs

"The
of the

pro-slavery party.

With the settlement

of the slavery question in

by the election of 1824, Illinois journalism may be said to have entered upon a new era.
At the close of this first period there were only
Illinois,

—

papers published in the State all established
within a period of ten years; and one of these
("The Illinois Republican," at Edwardsville)
promptly ceased publication on the settlement of
the slavery question in opposition to the views
which it had advocated. The next period of fifteen years (1825-40) was prolific in the establishment of new newspaper ventures, as might be
expected from the rapid increase of the State in
population, and the development in the art of
printing during the same period. "The Western
Sun," established at Belleville (according to one
report, in December, 1825, and according to
another, in the winter of 1827-28) by Dr. Joseph
Green, appears to have been the first paper published in St. Clair County. This was followed
by "The Pioneer," begun, April 25, 1829, at Rock
Spring, St. Clair County, with the indomitable
Dr. John M. Peck, author of "Peck's Gazetteer,"

five

as its editor.

Alton,

when

It
it

was removed

took the

name

Upper
"The Western

in 1836 to

of

Pioneer and Baptist Banner." Previous to this,
however, Hooper Warren, having come into possession of the material upon which he had printed
"The Edwardsville Spectator," removed it to
Springfield, and, in the winter of 1826-27, began
the publication of the first paper at the present
State capital, which he named "The Sangamo
Gazette." It had but a brief existence. During
1830, George Forquer, then Attorney-General of
the State, in conjunction with his half-brother,
Thomas Ford (afterwards Governor), was engaged
in the publication of a paper called "The Courier," at Springfield, which was continued only a
short time. The earliest paper north of Springfield appears to have been "The Hennepin Jour-

which began publication, Sept. 15, 1827.
"The Sangamo Journal"
now "The Illinois
State Journal," and the oldest paper of continuous existence in the State — was established at
SiH'ingfield by Simeon and Josiah Francis (cousins from Connecticut), the first issue bearing
date, Nov. 10, 1831.
Before the close of the same
year James G. Edwards, afterwards the founder
of "The Burlington (Iowa) Hawkeye," began the
nal,"

—
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publication of

months previous.

ville.

to Vandalia, and,

"The Illinois Patriot" at JacksonAnother paper, established the same year,
was "The Gazette" at Vandalia, then the State
capital.
(See Forquer, George; Ford, Tlwmas;

1828,

had been appointed State Printer), was consolidated with "The Illinois Register," which had
been established in 1836. The new paper took the
name of "The Illinois Register and People's
Advocate," in 1839 was removed to Springfield,
and is now^ known as "The Illinois State Regis-

"The

ter.

Francis, Simeon.)
At this early date the development of the lead
mines about Galena had made that place a center

of

great

business

activity.

On

James Jones commenced the

July

issue

8,

of

'

Miners' Journal, the first paper at Galena. Jones
died of cholera in 1833, and his paper passed into
'

July 20, 1829, "The Galena Adverand Upper Mississippi Herald" began publication, with Drs. Horatio Newhall and Addison
Philleo as editors, and Hooper Warren as publisher, but appears to have been discontinued
"The
before the expiration of its first year.
Galenian" was established as a Democratic paper
by Philleo. in May, 1832, but ceased publication in
September, 1836. "The Northwestern Gazette
and Galena Advertiser," founded in November,
1834, by Loring and Bartlett (the last named
afterwards one of the founders of 'The Quincy
Whig"), has had a continuous existence, being
now known as "The Galena Advertiser." Benjamin Mills, one of the most brilliant lawyers of
his time, was editor of this paper during a part
other hands.
tiser

'

of the first year of its publication.

Fleming, who has already been
mentioned as the successor of Elias Kent Kane
in the publication of "The Republican Advocate,
at Kaskaskia, later published a paper for a short
time at Vandalia, but, in 1827, removed his
establishment to Edwardsville, where he began
the publication of "The Corrector." The latter
was continued a little over a year, when it was
suspended. He then resumed the publication of
"The Recorder" at Kaskaskia. In December,
1833, he removed to Belleville and began the publication of "The St. Clair Gazette," which afterwards passed, through various changes of owners,
under the names of "The St. Clair Mercury" and
"Representative and Gazette." This was succeeded, in 1839, by "The Belleville Advocate,"
which has been published continuously to the

Robert

"The Advocate" was removed
on the death of the owner (who

K.

present time.

Samuel S. Brooks (the father of Austin Brooks,
afterwards of "The Quincy Herald") at different times published papers at various points
in the State.
His first enterprise was "The
Crisis"
at Edwardsville, which he changed
to "The Illinois Advocate," and, at the close
of his first year, sold out to Judge John
York Sawyer, who united it with "The Western
Plowboy," which he had established a few

'

Other papers established between 1830 and 1840
include: "The Vandalia Whig" (1831); "The
Alton Spectator," the first paper published in
Alton (January, 1834); "The Chicago Democrat," by John Calhoun (Nov. 26, 1833); "The
Beardstown Chronicle and Illinois Bounty Land
Advertiser," by Francis A. Arenz (July 29, 1833)
"The Alton American" (1833); "The White
County News," at Carmi (1833); "The Danville
Enquirer" (1833); "The Illinois Champion," at
Peoria (1834); "The Mount Carmel Sentinel and
Wabash Advocate" (1834); "The Illinois State
Gazette and Jacksonville News," at Jacksonville
(1835); "The Illinois Argus and Bounty Land
Register," at Quincy (1835); "The Rushville
Journal and Military Tract Advertiser" (1835);
"The Alton Telegraph" (1836); "The Alton

Observer" (1836); "The Carthaginian," at Carthage (1836) "The Bloomington Observer" (1837);
"The Backwoodsman," founded by Prof. John
Russell, at Grafton, and the fh-st paper published
in Greene County (1837); "The Quincy Whig"
"The Illinois Statesman," at Paris, Edgar
(1838)
;

;

County (1838); "The Peoria Register" (1838).
The second paper to be established in Chicago
was "The Chicago American," whose initial
number was issued, June 8, 1835, with Thomas O.
Davis as proprietor and editor. In July, 1837, it
passed into the hands of William Stuart & Co.,
and, on April 9, 1839, its publishers began the
issue of the first daily ever published in Chicago.

"The Chicago Express" succeeded "The American" in 1842, and, in 1844, became the forerunner
of "The Chicago Journal." The third Chicago
was "The Commercial Advertiser,"
paper
founded by Hooper Warren, in 1836. It lived
only about a year.
Zebina Eastman, who was
afterwards associated with Warren, and became
one of the most influential journalistic opponents
of slavery, arrived in the State in 1839, and, in

the latter part of that year, was associated with
the celebrated Abolitionist, Benjamin Lundy, in
the preliminary steps for the issue of "The
Genius of Universal Emancipation," projected
by Lundy at Lowell, in La Salle County. Lundy 's
untimely death, in August, 1839, however, pre-
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vented him from seeing the consummation of his
Eastman lived to carry it out in
part.
A paper whose career, although extending
only a little over one year, marked an era in Illinois journalism, was "The Alton Observer," its
history closing with the assassination of its
editor, Rev. Elijah P. Lovejoy, on the night of
Nov. 8, 1837, while unsuccessfully attempting to
protect his press from destruction, for the fourth
Humiliating as was
time, by a pro-slavery mob.
this crime to every law-abiding Illinoisan, it
undoubtedly strengthened the cause of free
speech and assisted in hastening the downfall of
the institution in whose behalf it was committed.
That the development in the field of journalism, within the past sixty years, has more than
kept pace with the growth in population, is
shown by the fact that there is not a county in
the State without its newspaper, while every
town of a few hundred population has either one
or more. According to statistics for 1898, there
were 605 cities and towns in the State having
periodical publications of some sort, making a
plan, although

total of 1,709, of

which 174 were issued

daily, 34

semi-weekly,' 1,205 weekly, 28 semi-monthly, 238

monthly, and the remainder at various periods
ranging from tri-weekly to eight times a year.
NEWTON, the county-seat of Jasper County,
situated on the Embarras River, at the intersection of subsidiary lines of the Illinois Central

Railroad from Peoria and Effingham; is an incorporated city, was settled in 1828, and made the
Agriculture, coal-mining
county-seat in 1836.
and dairy farming are the principal pursuits in

The city has waterthe surrounding region.
power, which is utilized to some extent in manufacturing, but most of its factories are operated
by steam. Among these establishments are. flour
and saw mills, and grain elevators. There are a
half-dozen churches, a good public school system,
including parochial school and high school,
besides

two banks and three weekly

Population

papers.

(1890), 1,428; (1900), 1,630.

NEW YORK, CHICAGO & ST. LOUIS RAILWAY (Nickel Plate), a line 522.47 miles in length,
of

which

(1898) only 9.96 miles are operated in

owns no track in Illinois, but uses
the track of the Chicago & State Line Railroad
(9.96 miles in length), of which it has financial
Illinois.

It

control, to enter the city of Chicago.

capitalization of the
Louis, in 1898,

is

New

The

York, Chicago

$50,222,568, of

which

total

&

St.

$19,425,000

in bonds.
(History.) The New York, Chicago & St. Louis Railroad was incorporated under
the laws of New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio,
is
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Indiana and Illinois in 1881, construction begun
immediately, and the road put in operation in
1882.
In 1885 it passed into the hands of a
receiver,

was

sold under foreclosure in 1887,

and

reorganized by the consolidation of various eastern lines with the Fort Wayne & Illinois Railroad,
forming the line under its present name. The
road between Buffalo, N. Y. and the west line of
Indiana is owned by the Company, but, for its
line in Illinois, it uses the track of the Chicago &
State Line Railroad, of which it is the lessee, as
well as the owner of its capital stock. The main
line of the "Nickel Plate" is controlled by the
Lake Shore & Michigan Southern Railway, which
owns more than half of both the preferred and
,

common

stock.

NIANTIC, a town
Wabash Railway, 27

Macon County, on the
miles east of Springfield.
the leading industry. The town
in

Agriculture is
has three elevators, three churches, school, coal
mine, a newspaper and a bank. Pop. (1900), 654.
NICOLAY, John George, author, was born in
Essingen, Bavaria, Feb. 26, 1832; at 6 years of age
was brought to the United States, lived for a
time in Cincinnati, attending the public schools
there, and then came to Illinois; at 16 entered the
office of "The Pike County Free Press" at Pittsfield, and, while still in his minority, became
editor and proprietor of the paper.
In 1857 he
became Assistant Secretary of State under O. M.
Hatch, the first Republican Secretary, but during
Mr. Lincoln's candidacy for President, in 1860,
aided him as private secretary, also acting as a
correspondent of "The St. Louis Democrat."
After the election he was formally selected by
Mr. Lincoln as his private secretary, accompanying him to Washington and remaining until Mr.
Lincoln's assassination. In 1865 he was appointed
United States Consul at Paris, remaining until
1869; on his return for some time edited "The
Chicago Republican"; was also Marshal of the
United States Supreme Court in Washington
from 1872 to 1887. Mr. Nicolay is author, in collaboration with John Hay, of "Abraham Lincoln:
A History," first published serially in "The Century Magazine," and later issued in ten volumes;
of "The Outbreak of the Rebellion" in "Campaigns of the Civil War, besides numerous magazine articles. He lives in Washington, D. C.
NICOLET, Jean, early French explorer, came
from Cherbourg, France, in 1618, and, for several
years, lived among the Algonquins, whose language he learned and for whom he acted as
On July 4, 1634, he discovered Lake
interpreter.
Michigan, then called the "Lake of the Illinois,"
'

'
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visited the Chippewas, Menominees and
Winnebagoes, in the region about Green Bay,
among whom he was received kindly. From the
Mascoutins, on the Fox River (of Wisconsin), he

and

learned of the Illinois Indians, some of whose
northern villages he also visited. He subsequently returned to Quebec, where he was
drowned, in October, 1642. He was probably the
first Caucasian to visit Wisconsin and Illinois.
NILES, Nathaniel, lawyer, editor and soldier,
born at Plainfleld, Otsego County, N. Y., Feb. 4,

an academy at Albany, from 1830
and removed
west in 1837, residing successively at Delphi and
Frankfort, Ind., and at Owensburg, Ky., until
In 1846
1842, when he settled in Belleville, 111.
he was commissioned a First Lieutenant in the
Second Regiment Illinois Volunteers (Colonel
Bissell's) for the Mexican War, but, after the
battle of Buena Vista, was promoted by General
Wool to the captaincy of an independent company of Texas foot. He was elected Chief Clerk
of the House of Representatives at the session of
1849, and the same year was chosen County
Judge of St. Clair County, serving until 1861.
With the exception of brief periods from 1851 to
'59, he was editor and part owner of "The Belleville Advocate," a paper originally Democratic,
but which became Republican on the organizaIn 1861 he was
tion of the Republican party.
1817; attended

to

'34,

was

licensed to practice law

appointed Colonel of the Fifty-fourth Illinois
Volunteer Infantry, but the completion of its
organization having been delayed, he resigned,
and, the following year, was commissioned Colonel of the

One Hundred and

until May, 1864,

when he

Thirtieth, serving

resigned

— in

March,

compliment of a brevet Brigadier-Generalship. During the winter of 1862 63
he was in command at Memphis, but later took
part in the Vicksburg campaign, and in the campaigns on Red River and Bayou Teche. After
1865, receiving the

the war he served as Representative in the
General Assembly from St. Clair County (1865-66)
as Trustee of the Institution for the Deaf and
Dumb at Jacksonville on the Commission for
building the State Penitentiary at Joliet, and as
;

Commissioner

(by

appointment

of

Governor

North Carolina and Quaker ancestry, early in
1832.
In 1853 he graduated from Farmers' (now
Belmont) College, near Cincinnati, Ohio. After
devoting two years to teaching, he entered the
law department of the University or Pennsylvania (1855), graduating in 1859. For nine years
thereafter he practiced law at Cincinnati, during
which period he was thrice elected to the Ohio
Legislature. In 1868 he embarked in journalism,
he and his older brother, Dr. O. W. Nixon, with
a few friends, founding "The Cincinnati Chron-

A

few years later "The Times" was purand the two papers were consolidated
under the name of "The Times-Chronicle." In
icle."

chased,

1872, having disposed of his interests in
Cincinnati, he assumed the business management of "The Chicago Inter Ocean," then a new

May,

venture and struggling for a foothold. In 1875
he and his brother, Dr. O. W. Nixon, secured a
controlling

and

when

paper,

the

eggs.

Population (1890), 1,305; (1900), 1,371.
a city in McLean County, 2 miles

NORMAL,

north of Bloomington and 124 southwest of Chiat intersecting point of the Chicago &
Alton and the Illinois Central Railroads. It lies
in a rich coal and agricultural region, and has
extensive fruit-tree nurseries, two canning factories, one bank, hospital, and four periodicals.
It is the seat of the Soldiers' Orphans' Home,
founded in 1869, and the Illinois State Normal
University, founded in 1857; has city and rural
mail delivery. Pop. (1890). 3,459; (1900), 3,795.
NORMAL UNIVERSITIES. (See Southern
Illinois Normal University; State Xoi-mal Unicago;

'

NIXON, William Penn, journalist, Collector
Customs, was born in Wayne County, Ind.,

1854

of

the

;

versity.

of

in

—

for locating the Soldiers' Orphans'
His later years have been spent chiefly
in the practice of his profession, with occasional
excursions into journalism. Originally an antislavery Democrat, he became one of the founders
of the Republican party in Southern Illinois.

Oglesby)

Home.

interest

former assumed the position of editor-in-chief,
which he continued to occupy until 1897, when
he was appointed Collector of Customs for the
City of Chicago a position which he now holds.
NOKOMIS, a city of Montgomery County, on
the "Big Four" main line and " 'Frisco" Railroads. 81 miles east by north from St. Louis and
52 miles west of Mattoon; in important graingrowing and hay-producing section has waterworks, electric lights, three flour mills, two
machine shops, wagon factory, creamery, seven
churches, high school, two banks and three
papers; is noted for shipments of poultry, butter

)

NORTH ALTON,
and suburb

of

a village of Madison County
the city of Alton. Population

(1880), 838; (1890), 762; (1900), 904.

NORTHCOTT, William
ernor,

was born

A.,

Lieutenant-Gov-

in Murfreesboro, Tenn.

Jan. 28,
son of Gen. R. S. Northcott, whose
loyalty to the Union, at the beginning of the

—the

,
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him to leave his Southern
seek safety for himself and family in

boundary was a violation
inasmuch as the fourteenth secthe preamble thereto declares that "the

Rebellion, compelled

failure to establish this

home and

of the Ordinance,

the North. He went to West Virginia, was commissioned Colonel of a regiment and served
through the war, being for some nine months a
prisoner in Libby Prison. After acquiring his
literary education in the public schools, the
younger Northcott spent some time in the Naval
Academy at Annapolis, Md., after which he was
engaged in teaching. Meanwhile, he was preparing for the practice of law and was admitted to
the bar in 1877, two years later coming to Greenville, Bond County, 111., which has since been his
home. In 1880, by appointment of President

Hayes, he served as Supervisor of the Census for
the Seventh District; in 1882 was elected State's
Attorney for Bond County and re-elected successively in '84 and '88 in 1890 was appointed on
the Board of Visitors to the United States Naval
Academy, and, by selection of the Board,
delivered the annual address to the graduating
In 1892 he was the Repubclass of that year.
lican nominee for Congress for the Eighteenth District, but was defeated in the general landslide of
that year. In 1896 he was more fortunate, being
elected Lieutenant-Governor by the vote of the
State, receiving a plurality of over 137,000 over
his Democratic opponent.
NORTH PEORIA, formerly a suburban village
in Peoria County, 2 miles north' of the city of
Peoria; annexed to the city of Peoria in 1900.
;

NORTHERN BOUNDARY QUESTION, THE.
The Ordinance

of 1787,

making the

first specific

by Congress, for the government of the
country lying northwest of the Ohio River and
east of the Mississippi (known as the Northwest

provision,

among

other things (Art.
"there shall be formed
in the said Territory not less than three nor more
than five States." It then proceeds to fix the
boundaries of the proposed States, on the assumption that there shall be three in number, adding
thereto the following proviso: "Provided, however, and it is further understood and declared,
that the boundaries of these three States shall be
subject so far to be altered that, if Congress shall
hereafter find it expedient, they shall have
authority to form one or two States in that part
of the said Territory which lies north of an east
and west line drawn through the southerly bend
or extreme of Lake Michigan." On the basis of
this provision it has been claimed that the northern boundaries of Illinois, Indiana and Ohio
should have been on the exact latitude of the
southern limit of Lake Michigan, and that the

Territory), provided,

V.,

Ordinance

1787), that

401

tion of

following articles shall be considered as articles
compact between the original States and the
people and States in the said Territory, and forever remain unalterable, unless by common consent. "
In the limited state of geographical
knowledge, existing aj; the time of the adoption of
the Ordinance, there seems to have been considerable difference of opinion as to the latitude
of the southern limit of Lake Michigan. The
map of Mitchell (1755) had placed it on the parallel of 42° 20', while that of Thomas Hutchins
of

—

(1778) fixed

it

at 41° 37'.

It

was

officially estab-

by Government survey, in 1835, at 41° 37'
07.9".
As a matter of fact, the northern boundary of neither of the three States named was finally
fixed on the line mentioned in the proviso above
quoted from the Ordinance that of Ohio, where
it meets the shore of Lake Erie, being a little
north of 41° 44' that of Indiana at 41° 46' (some
10 miles north of the southern bend of the lake),
and that of Illinois at 42° 30' about 61 miles
north of the same line.
The boundary line
between Ohio and Michigan was settled after a
bitter controversy, on the admission of the latter
lished

—

;

—

State into the Union, in 1837, in the acceptance
by her of certain conditions proposed by Congress.
These included the annexation to Michigan of

known as the "Upper Peninsula,"
between Lakes Michigan and Superior,
in lieu of a strip averaging six miles on her
southern border, which she demanded from
Ohio. The establishment of the northern boundary of Illinois, in 1818, upon the line which now
exists, is universally conceded to have been due
to the action of Judge Nathaniel Pope, then the
Delegate in Congress from Illinois Territory.
While it was then acquiesced in without ques-

what

is

lying

—

has since been the subject of considerable
controversy and has been followed by almost
incalculable results. The "enabling act," as
originally introduced early in 1818, empowering
the people of Illinois Territory to form a State
Government, fixed the northern boundary of the
proposed State at 41° 39', then the supposed latitude of the southern extremity of Lake Michigan.
While the act was under consideration in Committee of the Whole, Mr. Pope offered an amendment advancing the northern boundary to 42°
30'.
The object of his amendment (as he explained) was to gain for the new State a coast
line on Lake Michigan, bringing it into political
and commercial relations with the States east of
tion, it
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—

Indiana, Ohio, Pennsylvania and New York
thus "affording additional security to the perpetuity of the Union." He argued that the
location of the State between the Mississippi,
Wabash and Ohio Eivers all flowing to the
south would bring it in intimate communication with the Southern States, and that, in the
event of an attempted disruption of the Union, it
was important that it should be identified with
the commerce of the Lakes, instead of being left
entirely to the waters of the south-flowing
rivers.
'Thus, " said he, "a rival interest would be
created to check the wish for a Western or Southern Confederacy. Her interests would thus be
balanced and her inclinations turned to the
North." He recognized Illinois as already "the
key to the West," and he evidently foresaw that
the time might come when it would be the Keystone of the Union. While this evinced wonderful foresight, scarcely less convincing was his
argument that, in time, a commercial emporium
would grow up upon Lake Michigan, which would
demand an outlet by means of a canal to the Illinois River a work which was realized in the
completion of the Illinois & Michigan Canal
thirty years later, but which would scarcely have
been accomplished had the State been practically
cut off from the Lake and its chief emporium
left to grow up in another commonwealth, or not
at all. Judge Pope's amendment was accepted
without division, and, in this form, a few days
later, the bill became a law.
The almost superhuman sagacity exhibited in Judge Pope's argument, has been repeatedly illustrated in the
it

—

—

'

—

—

commercial and political history of the State
since, but never more significantly than in the

commanding

position which Illinois occupied
during the late Civil War, with one of its citizens in the Presidential chair and another leading
its

250,000 citizen soldiery

Union

in

battling

for

and the armies of the

the

perpetuity of the
Republic a position which more than fulfilled
every prediction made for it.
The territory
affected by this settlement of the northern
boundary, includes all that part of the State
north of the northern line of La Salle County,
and embraces the greater portion of the fourteen
counties of Cook, Dupage, Kane, Lake, McHenry,
Boone, DeKalb, Lee, Ogle, Winnebago, Stephenson, Jo Daviess, Carroll and Whiteside, with portions of Kendall, Will and Rock Island— estimated
at 8,500 square miles, or more than one-seventh
of the present area of the State.
It has been
argued that this territory belonged to the State
of Wisconsin under the provisions of the Ordi-

—

—

nance of 1787, and there were repeated attempts
made, on the part of the Wisconsin Legislature
and its Territorial Governor (Doty), between 1839
and 1843, to induce the people of these counties to
recognize this claim. These were, in a few
instances, partially successful, although no official
notice was taken of them by the authorities of Illinois.
The reply made to the Wisconsin claim by
Governor Ford who wrote his "History of Illi-

—

when

the subject was fresh in the public
mind was that, while the Ordinance of 1787
gave Congress power to organize a State north of
the parallel running through the southern bend
of Lake Michigan, 'there is nothing in the Ordinois"

—

'

nance requiring such additional State to be
organized of the territory north of that line. " In
other words, that, when Congress, in 1818,
authorized the organization of an additional
State north of and in (i. e., within) the line
named, it did not violate the Ordinance of 1787,
but acted in accordance with it in practically
assuming that the new State "need not necessarily include the whole of the region north of
that line.
The question was set at rest by Wisconsin herself in the action of her Constitutional
Convention of 1847-48, in framing her first constitution, in form recognizing the northern
boundary of Illinois as fixed by the enabling act

—

'

'

of 1818.

NORTHERN HOSPITAL FOR THE INSANE,
an institution for the treatment of the insane,
created \>y Act of the Legislature, approved, April
The Commissioners appointed by Gov16, 1869.
ernor Palmer to fix its location consisted of
August Adams, B. F. Shaw, W. R. Brown, M. L.
Joslyn, D. S. Hammond and William Adams.
After considering many offers and examining
numerous sites, the Commissioners finally selected
the Chisholm farm, consisting of about 155 acres,
iy2 miles from Elgin, on the west side of Fox
River, and overlooking that stream, as a site
this having been tendered as a donation by the
Plans were adopted in the
citizens of Elgin.
latter part of 1869, the system of construction
chosen conforming, in the main, to that of the
United States Hospital for the Insane at Washington, D. C.
By January, 1872, the north wing
and rear building were so far advanced as to permit the reception of sixty patients. The center
building was ready for occupancy in April, 1873,
and the south wing before the end of the following year. The total expenditures previous to

and since that date
have been made for addirepairs and improvements, including the

1876 had exceeded S637.000,
liberal appropriations
tions,
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addition of between 300 and 400 acres to the lands
The first Board
connected with the institution
of Trustees consisted of Charles N. Holden,
Oliver Everett and Henry W. Sherman, with Dr.
E. A. Kilbourne as the first Superintendent, and
Dr. Richard A. Dewey (afterwards Superintendent of the Eastern Hospital at Kankakee) as his
Dr. Kilbourne remained at the head
Assistant.
of the institution until his death, Feb. 27, 1890,
covering a period of nineteen years. Dr. Kilbourne was succeeded by Dr. Henry J. Brooks,

by Dr. Loewy, in June, 1893, and the
latter by Dr. John B. Hamilton (former Supervising Surgeon of the United States Marine Hos-

and

he,

Hamilton died in
John B.) The
total value of State property, June 30, 1894, was
$882,745.66, of which $701,330 was in land and
buildings. Under the terms of the law estabpital

Service) in

December,

1897.

Dr.

(See Hamilton,

1898.

lishing the hospital, provision is made for the
care therein of the incurably insane, so that it is
both a hospital and an asylum. The whole number of patients under treatment, for the two years

preceding June

30,

of inmates, on Dec.

1894,
1,

was

1,797,

1897, 1,054,

the

number

and the average
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had been
expended upon the institution the sum of §934,000, and its capacity was taxed to the utmost.
Subsequent enlargements have increased the
cost to over §1,600,000, but by 1877, the institution
had become so overcrowded that the erection of
another State penal institution became positively
necessary.
(See Southern Penitentiary.) The
prison has always been conducted on "the
Auburn system," which contemplates associate

§550,000; but, within ten years, there

labor in silence, silent meals in a common refecand (as nearly as practicable) isolation at

tory,

The system of labor has varied at different times, the "lessee system," the "contract
system" and the "State account plan" being
successively in force.
(See Convict Labor.) The
whole number of convicts in the institution, at
the date of the official report of 1895, was 1,566.
The total assets of the institution, Sept. 30, 1894,
were reported at §2,121,308.86, of which §1,644,night.

601.11

was

in real estate.

NORTH & SOUTH RAILROAD. (See
Louis, Peoria & Northern Railway.
NORTHERN STATE NORMAL SCHOOL,

St.

an

institution for the education of teachers of the

daily attendance for treatment, for the year 1896,

common

The following counties comprise the district dependent upon the Elgin Hospital
Boone,
Carroll, Cook, DeKalb, Jo Daviess, Kane, Kendall, Lake, Stephenson, Whiteside and Winne-

act of the Legislature passed at the session of
1895.
The act made an appropriation of §50,000
for the erection of buildings and other improve-

1,296.

:

bago.
.

NORTHERN ILLINOIS NORMAL SCHOOL,

an

institution, incorporated in 1884, at Dixon, Lee
County, 111., for the purpose of giving instruction
in branches related to the art of teaching.
Its
last report claims a total of 1,639 pupils, of whom

men and

women, receiving instrucThe total value of
property was estimated at more than §200,000, of
which §160,000 was in real estate and $45,000 in
885 were

744

tion from thirty-six teachers.

Attendance on the institution has
been affected by the establishment, under act of
the Legislature of 1895, of the Northern State
Normal School at DeKalb (which see).
NORTHERN PENITENTIARY, THE, an institution for the confinement of ci'iminals of the
State, located at Joliet, Will County.
The site
was purchased by the State in 1857, and comprises some seventy-two acres.
Its erection was
found necessary because of the inadequacy of the
first penitentiary, at Alton.
(See Alton Penitentiary.)
The original plan contemplated a
cell-house containing 1,000 cells, which, it was
apparatus.

thought, would meet the public necessities for
many years to come. Its estimated cost was

schools, authorized to be established

by

The institution was located at DeKalb,
DeKalb County, in the spring of 1896, and the
erection of buildings commenced soon after
ments.

Isaac F. Ellwood, of DeKalb, contributing §20,000 in cash, and J. F. Glidden, a site of sixty-

Up to Dec. 1, 1897, the
appropriations and contributions, in land and
money, aggregated §175,000. The school was
seven acres of land.

expected to be ready for the reception of pupils
in the latter part of 1899, and,

accommodate

it is

estimated, will

1,000 students.

NORTHWEST

TERRITORY.

The

name

formerly applied to that portion of the United
States north and west of the Ohio Biver and east
of the Mississippi, comprising the present States

and WisconGovernment to the land

of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan
sin.

The claim

of the

had been acquired partly through conquest, by
expedition of Col. George Rogers Clark
(which see), under the auspices of the State of
Virginia in 1778 partly through treaties with the
Indians, and partly through cessions from those
of the original States laying claim thereto. The
first plan for the government of this vast region
was devised and formulated by Thomas Jefferson,
in his proposed Ordinance of 1784, which failed
the

;

HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.

404

But three years later a
and the famous
Ordinance of 1787, with its clause prohibiting the
extension of slavery beyond the Ohio River,
of ultimate passage.

broader scheme was

evolved,

This act has
been sometimes termed "The American Magna
Charta," because of its engrafting upon the
organic law the principles of human freedom and
equal rights. The plan for the establishment of
a distinctive territorial civil government in a
new Territory the first of its kind in the new
republic was felt to be a tentative step, and too
much power was not granted to the residents.
All the officers were appointive, and each official
was required to be a land-owner. The elective
franchise (but only for members of the General
Assembly) could first be exercised only after the
population had reached 5,000. Even then, every
elector must own fifty acres of land, and every
passed the Continental Congress.

—

—

Representative, 200 acres.

More liberal provisions,

were subsequently incorporated by
amendment, in 1809. The first civil government
in the Northwest Territory was established by act

(See Illinois County; St. Clair, Arthur:

purposes.

and Todd, John.)

NORTHWESTERN

COLLEGE,

located

at

Du Page

County, and founded in
1865, under the auspices of the Evangelical Association.
It maintains business, preparatory and
collegiate departments, besides a theological
school. In 1898 it had a faculty of nineteen profesNaperville,

sors and assistants, with some 360 students, less
than one-third of the latter being females, though
both sexes are admitted to the college on an equal

The

footing.

owns property to the
endowment of

institution

value of §207,000, including an
§85,000.

NORTHWESTERN GRAND TRUNK RAIL(See Chicago & Grand Trunk Railway.)
NORTHWESTERN NORMAL, located at Gene-

WAY.
seo,

Henry County,

111.,

incorporated in 1884; in

1894 had a faculty of twelve teachers with 171
pupils, of

whom

ninety were male and eighty-one

however,

female.

of the Virginia Legislature, in the organization
of all the country west of the Ohio under the

tant educational institution,
established
at
Evanston, in Cook County, in 1851. In 1898 it
reported 2,599 students (1,980 male and 619
female), and
a faculty of 234 instructors.

name

County," of which the Governor

"Illinois

to appoint a "County Lieuten"Commandant-in-Chief " The first
"Commandant" appointed was Col. John Todd,
of Kentucky, though he continued to discharge

was authorized

ant"

.

or

the duties for only a short period, being killed in
the battle of Blue Licks, in 1782. After that the
Illinois Country was almost without the semblance

an organized civil government, until 1788,
when Gen. Arthur St. Clair was appointed the
first Governor of Northwest Territory, under the
of

Ordinance of

1787, serving until

the separation of

this region into the Territories of

ana in

1800,

when

"William

Ohio and Indi-

Henry Harrison

became the Governor of the latter, embracing all
that portion of the original Northwest Territory
except the State of Ohio. During St. Clair's
administi'ation (1790) that part of the present State
of Illinois between the Mississippi and Illinois
Rivers on the west, and a line extending north
from about the site of old Fort Massac, on the
Ohio, to the mouth of the Mackinaw River, in the
present county of Tazewell, on the east, was
erected into a county under the name of St.
Cahokia,
Clair, with three county-seats, viz.
Kaskaskia and Prairie du Rocher. (See St. Clair
:

County.) Between 1830 and 1834 the name Northwest Territory was applied to an unorganized
region, embracing the present State of Wisconsin,
attached to Michigan Territory for governmental

NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY,

It

an impor-

embraces the following departments,

all

of

which confer degrees: A College of Liberal
Arts; two Medical Schools (one for women
exclusively) a Law School a School of Pharmacy and a Dental College. The Garrett Biblical Institute, at which no degrees are con;

;

ferred, constitutes the theological department of
the University. The charter of the institution
requires a majority of the Trustees to be members of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and the
University is the largest and wealthiest of the
schools controlled by that denomination. The
College of Liberal Arts and the Garrett Biblical
Institute are at Evanston the other departments
(all professional) are located in Chicago.
In the
;

academic department (Liberal Arts School), provision is made for both graduate and post-gradu-

The Medical School was formerly
and its
Law Department was originally the Union College of Law, both of which have been absorbed
by the University, as have also its schools of
dentistry and pharmacy, which were formerly
independent institutions. The property owned by
the University is valued at §4, 870, 000, of which
§1,100,000 is real estate, and $2,250,000 in endowment funds. Its income from fees paid by students
in 1898 was $215,288, and total receipts from all
ate courses.

known

as the Chicago Medical College,

sources, $482,389.

Co-education of the sexes pre-

HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.
vails in the College of Liberal Arts.

Wade

Rogers

is

Dr.

Henry

NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY MEDICAL
SCHOOL,

1859 as Medical School of

months

was organized in
the Lind (now Lake

located in Chicago

Forest) University.

each, at

;

Three annual terms, of
first

ing three annual graded college terms of

months each.

President.

constituted

a

five

course,

although attendance at two only was compulThe institution first opened in temporary
sory.
quarters, Oct. 9, 1859, with thirteen professors
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autumn

The

term opened

first

in

six

the

an attendance of twenty
The original location of the school
the "North Division" of Chicago, in temof 1870, with

students.

was

in

porary quarters.

was

After the

effected to the

fire

of 1871 a

removal

"West Division," where

1878-79) a modest, but well

(in

arranged building was

A

larger structure was built in 1884,
and, in 1891, the institution became a part of the
Northwestern University. The college, in all its
departments, is organized along the lines of the
erected.

and thirty-three students. By 1863 more ample
accommodations were needed, and the Trustees
of the Lind University being unable to provide a
In
building, one was erected by the faculty.

best medical schools of the country.
In 1896
there were twenty-four professorships, all capably

1864 the University relinquished all claim to the

filled,

institution,

which was thereupon incorporated as

the Chicago Medical College. In 1868 the length
of the annual terms was increased to six months,
and additional requirements were imposed on
candidates for both matriculation and graduation.
The same year, the college building was

and the erection of a new and more commodious edifice, on the grounds of the Mercy Hossold,

was commenced. This was completed in
and the college became the medical department of the Northwestern University. The
number of professorships had been increased to
eighteen, and that of undergraduates to 107.
Since that date new laboratory and clinical buildings have been erected, and the growth of the
institution has been steady and substantial.
Mercy and St. Luke's Hospital, and the South
pital,

1870,

Side Free Dispensary afford resources for clinical
instruction. The teaching faculty, as constituted
1898, consists of about fifty instructors, including professors, lecturers, demonstrators, and

in

assistants.

NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY WOMAN'S
MEDICAL SCHOOL, an
fessional

education

Chicago.

Its

of

institution for the pro-

women,

corporate

located

name was

in

the
"Woman's Hospital Medical College of Chicago,"
and it was in close connection with the Chicago
Hospital for Women and Children. Later, it
severed its connection with the hospital and took
the name of the "Woman's Medical College of
Chicago." Co-education of the sexes, in medicine
and surgery, was experimentally tried from 1868
to 1870, but the experiment proved repugnant to
the male students, who unanimously signed a
protest against the continuance of the system.
The result was the establishment of a separate
school for women in 1870, with a faculty of sixteen professors. The requirements for graduation
were fixed a?t four years of medical study, includfirst

and among the faculty are some

known

best

of the

specialists in the country.

NORTON, Jesse 0., lawyer, Congressman and
Judge, was born at Bennington, Vt., April 25,
1812, and graduated from Williams College in
1835.

He

settled

became prominent

at

Joliet in 1839,

and soon

in the affairs of Will County.

public office was that of City Attorney,
which he served as County Judge (1846-50).
Meanwhile, he was chosen a Delegate to the Constitutional Convention of 1847.
In 1850 he was

His

first

after

elected to the Legislature, and, in 1852, to Congress, as a Whig.
His vigorous opposition to the
repeal of the Missouri Compromise resulted in

his re-election as a Representative in 1854.
At
the expiration of his second term (1857) he was
chosen Judge of the eleventh circuit, to fill the
unexpired term of Judge Randall, resigned. He
was once more elected to Congress in 1862, but
disagreed with his party as to the legal status of
the States lately in rebellion. President Johnson
appointed him United States Attorney for the

Northern District of Illinois, which office he filled
Immediately upon his retirement he
until 1869.
began private practice at Chicago, where he died,
August 3, 1875.
NORWOOD PARK, a village of Cook County,
on the Chicago & Northwestern Railroad (Wisconsin Division), 11 miles northwest of Chicago.
Incorporated in City of Chicago, 1893.
NO YES, George Clement, clergyman, was born
at Landaff, N. H.,

August

4,

his parents to Pike County,

1833,

111.,

brought by

in 1844, and, at

the age of 16, determined to devote his life to the
ministry in 1851, entered Illinois College at Jacksonville, graduating with first honors in the class
In the following autumn he entered
of 1855.
Union Theological Seminary in New York, and,
having graduated in 1858, was ordained the same
year, and installed pastor of the First Presbyterian Church at Laporte, Ind. Here he remained
;
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ten years, when he accepted a call to the First
Presbyterian Church of Evanston, 111., then a
small organization which developed, during the
twenty years of his pastorate, into one of the

1857.
He worked in various offices, including
the Wooster paper, where he also began the study
of law, but, in 1860, became part proprietor of
"The Bulletin" job office at Memphis, in which

strongest and most influential churches in EvansFor a number of years Dr. Noyes was an

he had been employed as an apprentice, and,
later, as foreman.
Having been notified to leave
Memphis on account of his Union principles
after the beginning of the Civil War, he returned
to Wooster, Ohio, and conducted various papers
there during the next four years, but, in 1865,
came to Cairo, 111. where he served for a time as
foreman of "The Cairo Democrat," three years
later establishing "The Cairo Bulletin." Although
the latter paper was burned out a few months later,
In 1872 he
it was immediately re-established.
was elected Representative in the Twenty-eighth
General Assembly, and, in 1877, was appointed
by Governor Cullom the Democratic member of
the Railroad and Warehouse Commission, serving
four years, meanwhile (in 1880) being the Democratic candidate for Secretary of State.
Other
positions held by him included Mayor of the city
of Cairo (1869) President of the National Typographical Union at Chicago (1865), and at Memphis (1866); delegate to the Democratic National
Convention at Baltimore (1872), and Chairman of
Democratic State
Central
Committee
the
(1882-84).
After retiring from the Railroad and
Warehouse Commission, he united in founding
"The Bloomington (111.) Bulletin," of which he
was editor some three years. During President
Cleveland's administration he was appointed a
member of the Civil Service Commission, being
later transferred to the Commissionership of
Indian Affairs. He was subsequently connected
in an editorial capacity with "The Washington
Post," "The Richmond (Va.) State," "The Concord (N. H.) People and Patriot" and "The Washington Times." While engaged in an attempt to
reorganize "The People and Patriot," he died at

ton.

editorial writer

"The

New York

of "Clement."

and weekly correspondent of
Evangelist," over the signature

He was

an

also, for several years,

active and very efficient member of the Board of
Trustees of Knox College. The liberal bent of
his

mind was

illustrated in the fact that he acted

David Swing, during the celebrated trial of the latter for heresy before the
his argument on that
Chicago Presbytery
occasion winning encomiums from all classes of
His death took place at Evanston, Jan.
people.
14, 1889, as the result of an attack of pneumonia,
and was deeply deplored, not only by his own
church and denomination, but by the whole community. Some two weeks after it occurred a
union meeting was held in one of the churches at
Evanston, at which addresses in commemoration
of his services were delivered by some dozen
ministers of that village and of Chicago, while
various social and literary organizations and the
as counsel for Prof.

—

press bore testimony to his high character.

He

was a member

of the Literary Society of Chicago,
and, during the last year of his life, served as its
Dr. Noyes was married, in 1858, to a
daughter of David A. Smith, Esq., an honored
citizen and able lawyer of Jacksonville.

President.

OAKLAND,

a city of Coles County on the VanSt. Louis & Western
Eailroad, 15 miles northeast of Charleston; is in
grain center and broom-corn belt the town has
dalia Line

and the Toledo,

;

two banks and one daily and two weekly
Pop. (1890), 995

papers.

;(1900), 1,198.

OAK PARK, a village of Cook County, and
popular residence suburb of Chicago, 9 miles
west of the initial station of the Chicago &
Northwestern Railroad, on which it is located is
upon the line of the Wisconsin Central Rail;

also

The place has numeroiis churches, prosperous schools, a public library, telegraph and
express offices, banks and two local papers.
Population (1880), 1,888; (1890), 4,771.
OBERLY, John H., journalist and Civil Service Commissioner,
was born in Cincinnati,
Ohio, Dec. 6, 1837; spent part of his boyhood in
Allegheny County, Pa., but, in 1853, began learning the printer's trade in the office of "The Wooster (Ohio) Republican," completing it at Memphis,
Tenn., and becoming a journeyman printer in
road.

,

;

Concord, N.

H,

April

ODD FELLOWS.

15, 1899.

"Western Star" Lodge, No.
1, I. O. O. F., was instituted at Alton, June 11,
1836.
In 1838 the Grand Lodge of Illinois was
instituted at the same place, and reorganized, at
Springfield, in 1842.
S. C. Pierce was the first
Grand Master, and Samuel L. Miller, Grand Secretary.
Wildey Encampment, No. 1, was organized at Alton in 1838, and the Grand Encampment,
at Peoria, in 1850, with Charles H. Constable
Grand Patriarch. In 1850 the subordinate branches
of the Order numbered seventy-six, with 3,291
members, and S25.392.87 revenue. In 1895 the
Lodges numbered 838, the membership 50,544,
with $475,252.18 revenue, of which §135,018.40
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was

expended

for

relief.

The

Encampment

dent of the Chicago,

Paul

St.

407

&

Fond du Lac

consolidation with the

branch, in 1895, embraced 179 organizations with
a membership of 0,812 and §23,805.25 revenue, of
which §0,781.40 was paid out for relief. The
Eebekah branch, for the same year, comprised 422

Railroad,

Lodges, with 22,000 members and 843.215.65
revenue, of which §3,122.79 was for relief. The
total sum distributed for relief by the several

In 1850 he presided over the National Pacific
Railroad Convention, and, upon the formation of
the Union Pacific Railroad Company, he became

organizations (1895) was §144,972.59. The Order
was especially liberal in its benefactions to the

its

sufferers
its

by the Chicago

members

calling

fire of 1871,

an appeal to

forth a generous response

throughout the United States.
Orphans' Home.)

(See

Odd

Fellows'

ODD FELLOWS' ORPHANS' HOME, a benevolent institution, incorporated in 1889, erected at
111. under the auspices of the Daughters
Rebekah (see Odd Fellows), and dedicated
August 19, 1892. The building is four stories in
height, has a capacity for the accommodation of
fifty children, and cost §30,524.76, exclusive of

Lincoln,

,

of

ODELL,

a village of Livingston County, and
station on the Chicago & Alton Railway, 82
miles south-southwest of Chicago. It is in a
grain and stock-raising region. Population (1880)
908; (1890), 800; (1900), 1,000.
ODIN, a village of Marion County, at the cross-

ing of the Chicago branch of the Illinois Central
and the Baltimore & Ohio Southwestern Railways, 244 miles south by west from Chicago; in
fruit belt; has coal-mine, two fruit evaporators,
bank and a newspaper. Pop. (1900), 1,180.

O'FALLOIV, a village of St. Clair County, on
the Baltimore & Ohio Southwestern Railway, 18
miles east of St. Louis has interurban railway,
electric lights, water-works, factories, coal-mine,
bank and a newspaper. Pop. (1900), 1,267.
OGIDEN, William Bntler, capitalist and Rail;

1805.

President, born at Walton, N. Y.

He was

a

member

of the

&

its

Out of this consoliNorthwestern Railway Company, of which he was elected President.

Galena

Chicago Union,-

dation sprang the Chicago

President.

He was

&

largely connected with

the inception of the Northern Pacific line, in the
success of which he was a firm believer. He
also controlled various other interests of public
importance, among them the great lumbering
establishments at Peshtigo, Wis., and, at the time
of his death, was the owner of what was probably
the largest plant of that description in the world.
His benefactions were numerous, among the

the Rush Medical College, of
which he was President; the Theological Semirecipients being

nary of the Northwest, the Chicago Historical
Society, the

Academy

of Sciences, the University

of Chicago, the Astronomical Society, and

forty acres of land valued at §8,000.

way

and effected

,

June

New York

15,

Legis-

removed
where he established a land and trust
agency. He took an active part in the various
enterprises centering around Chicago, and, on
the incorporation of the city, was elected its first
Mayor. He was prominently identified with the
construction of the Galena & Chicago Union
Railroad, and, in 1847, became its President.
While visiting Europe in 1853, he made a careful
study of the canals of Holland, which convinced
him of the desirability of widening and deepening the Illinois & Michigan Canal and of conlature in 1834, and, the following year,

to Chicago,

structing a ship canal across the southern
peninsula of Michigan. In 1855 he became Presi-

many

other educational and benevolent institutions
and organizations in the Northwest. Died, in
City, August 3, 1877.
(See Chicago &
Northwestern Railroad.
OGLE, Joseph, pioneer, was born in Virginia

New York

came to Illinois in 1785, settling in the
American Bottom within the present County of
Monroe, but afterwards removed to St. Clair
County, about the site of the present town of
O'Fallon, 8 miles north of Belleville; was selected
by his neighbors to serve as Captain in their

in 1741,

skirmishes with the Indians.

Died, at his

in St. Clair County, in February, 1821.

home

Captain

Ogle had the reputation of being the earliest convert to Methodism in Illinois.
Ogle County, in
Northern Illinois, was named in his honor.
Jacob (Ogle), son of the preceding, also a native
of Virginia, was born about 1772, came to Illinois
with his father in 1785, and was a "Ranger"' in
the War of 1812. He served as a Representative
from St. Clair County in the Third General
Assembly (1822), and again in the Seventh
(1830), in the former being an oriponent of the
pro-slavery convention scheme.
Beyond two
terms in the Legislature he seems to have held
no public office except that of Justice of the
Like his father, he was a zealous MethoPeace.
Died, in 1844, aged 72
dist and highly respected.
years.

OGLE COUNTY, next to the "northern tier" of
counties of the State and originally a part of Jo
It was separately organized in 1837,
Daviess.
and Lee County was carved from its territory in
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1839.

and

its

who admired

In 1900 its area was 780 square miles, and
population 29,129. Before the Black Hawk

War

immigration was slow, and

life primitive.

Peoria was the nearest food market. New grain
was "ground" on a grater, and old pounded
with an extemporized pestle in a wooden mortar.
Rock River flows across the county from northeast to southwest.

along

A

little

oak timber grows

banks, but, generally speaking, the surundulating prairie, with soil of a rich

its

face is
loam. Sandstone is in ample supply, and all the
limestones abound. An extensive peat-bed has
been discovered on the Killbuck Creek. Oregon,
the county-seat, has fine water-power. The other
principal towns are Rochelle, Polo, Forreston and

Mount

Morris.

James, Governor and
United States Senator, was born in Oldham
County, Ky. July 25, 1824 left an orphan at the
age of 8 years in 1836 accompanied an uncle to
Decatur, 111., where, until 1844, he worked at
farming, carpentering and rope-making, devoting
In 1845 he
his leisure hours to the study of law.
was admitted to the bar and began practice at
In 1846 he was
Sullivan, in Moultrie County.
commissioned a Lieutenant in the Fourth Regi-

OGLESBY, Richard

;

,

;

ment, Illinois Volunteers (Col. E. D. Baker's regiment), and served through the Mexican War,
taking part in the siege of Vera Cruz and the
In 1847 he pursued a
battle of Cerro Gordo.
course of study at the Louisville Law School,
graduating in 1848. He was a "forty-niner" in
In
California, but returned to Decatur in 1851.
1858 he made an unsuccessful campaign for ConIn 1860 he was
gress in the Decatur District.
elected to the State Senate, but early in 1861
resigned his seat to accept the colonelcy of the
Eighth Illinois Volunteers. Through gallantry
(notably at Forts Henry and Donelson and at
Corinth) he rose to be Major-General, being severely wounded in the last-named battle. He
resigned his commission on account of disability,
in May, 1864, and the following November was
In 1872 he
elected Governor, as a Republican.
was re-elected Governor, but, two weeks after
his inauguration, resigned to accept a seat in the
United States Senate, to which he was elected
by the Legislature of 1873. In 1884 he was
elected Governor for the third time being the
only man in the history of the State who (up to
the present time 1899) has been thus honored.
After the expiration of his last term as Governor,
he devoted his attention to his private affairs at
his home at Elkhart, in Logan County, where he
died, April 24, 1899, deeply mourned by personal

—

—

political friends in all parts of the

his

strict

integrity

and

Union,
sterling

patriotism.

WESTERN RAILWAY.
& Eastern Railroad.)

OHIO, INDIANA &
(See Peoria

OHIO RIVER, an affluent of the Mississippi,
formed by the union of the Monongahela and
Allegheny Rivers, at Pittsburg, Pa. At this point
it becomes a navigable stream about 400 yards
wide, with an elevation of about 700 feet above
sea-level.
The beauty of the scenery along its
banks secured for it, from the early French
explorers (of whom La Salle was one), the name
of "La Belle Riviere."
Its general course is to
the southwest, but with many sinuosities, form-

ing the southern boundary of the States of Ohio,
Indiana and Illinois, and the western and northern boundary of West Virginia and Kentucky,
until it enters the Mississippi at Cairo, in latitude
37° N., and about 1,200 miles above the mouth of
the latter stream. The area which it drains is
computed to be 214,000 square miles. Its mouth
is 268 feet above the level of the sea.
The current
is remarkably gentle and uniform, except near
Louisville, where there is a descent of twentytwo feet within two miles, which is evaded by
means of a canal around the falls. Large steamboats can navigate its whole length, except in low
stages of water

and when closed by

ice in winter.

CumKanawha and
the Green Rivers, from the south, and the Wabash, the Miami, Scioto and Muskingum from the
Its largest affluents are the Tennessee, the

berland, the Kentucky, the Great

The principal cities on its banks are Pittsburg, Wheeling, Cincinnati, Louisville, Evans-

north.
ville,

New

Albany, Madison and Cairo.

It

is

crossed by bridges at Wheeling, Cincinnati and
Cairo.
The surface of the Ohio is subject to a
variation of forty-two to fifty-one feet between

high and low water. Its length is 975 miles, and
its width varies from 400 to 1,000 yards.
(See
In undations, Remarkable.
OHIO & MISSISSIPPI RAILWAY. (See Baltimore & Ohio Southwestern Railroad.)
OLNEY, an incorporated city and the countyseat of Richland County, 31 miles west of Vincennes, Ind., and 117 miles east of St. Louis, Mo.,

& Ohio Southwestern and the Peoria Division of the Illinois
Central and the Ohio River Division of the Cincinnati, Hamilton & Dayton Railroad; is in the
center of the fruit belt and an important shipping
point for farm produce and live-stock; has flour
mills, a furniture factory and railroad repair
shops, banks, a public library, churches and five
at the junction of the Baltimore
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newspapers, one issuing daily and another seniieditions.
Population (1890), 3,831 (1900),

weekly

;

OMELVENY,

John, pioneer and head of a
numerous family which became prominent in
Southern Illinois; was a native of Ireland who
came to America about 1798 or 1799. After residing in Kentucky a few years, he removed to Illinois, locating in what afterwards became Pope
County, whither his oldest son, Samuel, had
preceded him about 1797 or 1798. The latter for
a time followed the occupation of flat-boating,
carrying produce to New Orleans. He was a
member of the Constitutional Convention of 1818
from Pope County, being the colleague of Hamlet
Ferguson. A year later he removed to Randolph
County, where he served as a member of the
County Court, but, in 1820-22, we find him a
member of the Second General Assembly from
Union County, having successfully contested the
seat of Samuel Alexander, who had received the
He died in 1828.— Edward
certificate of election.
(Omelveny), another member of this family, and
grandson of the elder John Omelveny, represented
Monroe County in the Fifteenth General Assembly (1846-48), and was Presidential Elector in
1852, but died sometime during the Civil War.
Harvey K. S. (Omelveny), the fifth son of Wil-

liam Omelveny and grandson of John, was born
in Todd County, Ky., in 1823, came to Southern
Illinois, in 1852, and engaged in the practice of
law, being for a time the partner of Senator
Thomas E. Merritt, at Salem. Early in 1858 he
was elected a Justice of the Circuit Court to
succeed Judge Breese, who had been promoted to
the Supreme Court, but resigned in 1861. He
considerable

by his intense
Government during

notoriety

hostility to the policy of the

was a Delegate to the Constituand was named as a
member of the Peace Commission proposed to be
appointed by the General Assembly, in 1863, to
the Civil War,

tional Convention of 1862,

secure terms of peace with the Southern ConHe was also a leading spirit in the
federacy.

peace meeting held at Peoria, in August, 1863.
In 1869 Mr. Omelveny removed to Los Angeles,
Cal., which has since been his home, and where
he has carried on a lucrative law practice.
ONARGA, a town in Iroquois County, on the
Illinois Central Railroad, 85 miles south by west
from Chicago, and 43 miles north by east from
Champaign. It is a manufacturing town, flour,
wagons, wire-fencing, stoves and tile being
among the products. It has a bank, eight
churches, a graded school, a commercial college,

newspaper.

1,061; (1890), 994;

ONEIDA,

4,260.

gained

and a weekly

409
Population

(1880),

(1900), 1,270.

Knox County, on the Chi& Quincy Railroad, 12 miles
Galesburg; has wagon, pump and

a city in

cago, Burlington

northeast of
furniture factories, two banks, electric lights,
several churches, a graded school, and a weekly
paper. The surrounding country is rich prairie,

where coal

is

mined about twenty

feet

below the

Pop. (1890), 699; (1900), 785.
0<JUAWKA, the county-seat of Henderson

surface.

County, situated on the Mississippi River, about
15 miles above Burlington. Iowa, and 32 miles
west of Galesburg.
It is in a farming region,
but has some manufactories.
The town has
five churches, a graded school, a bank and three
newspapers. Population (1900), 1,010.
ORDINANCE OF 1787. This is the name
given to the first organic act, passed by Congress,
for the government of the territory northwest of
the Ohio River, comprising the present States of
Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan and Wisconsin.
The first step in this direction was taken in the
appointment, by Congress, on March 1, 1784, of a
committee, of which Thomas Jefferson was Chairman, to prepare a plan for the temporary government of the region which had been acquired, by
the capture of Kaskaskia, by Col. George Rogers
Clark, nearly six years previous. The necessity
for some step of this sort had grown all the more
urgent, in consequence of the recognition of the

right of the United States to this region by the
Treaty of Paris of 1783, and the surrender, by Virginia, of the title she had maintained thereto on
account of Clark's conquest under her auspices
a right which she had exercised by furnishing
whatever semblance of government so far existed
northwest of the Ohio. The report submitted
from Jefferson's committee proposed the division
of the Territory into seven States, to which was
added the proviso that, after the year 1800, "there
shall be neither slavery nor involuntary servitude
in any of said States, otherwise than in punishment of crime whereof the party shall have been
duly convicted." This report failed of adoption,
however, Congress contenting itself with the
passage of a resolution providing for future
organization of this territory into States by the
people the measures necessary for temporary
government being left to future Congressional
While the postponement, in the resoaction.
lution as introduced by Jefferson, of the inhibition of slavery to the year 1800, has been
criticised, its introduction was significant, as
coming from a representative from a slave State,

—

—
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first proposition in Congress looking to restriction, of any character, on the subject
of slavery. Congress having taken no further
step under the resolution adopted in 1784, the
condition of the country (thus left practically
without a responsible government, while increasing in population) became constantly more
An appeal from the people about
deplorable.

and being the

Kaskaskia for some better form of government,
in 1786, aided by the influence of the newly
organized "Ohio Company," who desired to encourage emigration to the lands which they were
planning to secure from the General Government,
at last brought about the desired result, in the
passage of the famous "Ordinance," on the 13th
day of July, 1787. While making provision for a
mode of temporary self-government by the
people, its most striking features are to be found
in the six "articles" a sort of "Bill of Rights"
with which the document closes. These assert:
(1) the right of freedom of worship and religious
opinion; (2) the right to the benefit of habeas
corpus and trial by jury to proportionate repre-

—

;

and

and propthat "religion, morality and knowledge,
being necessary to good government and the

sentation,

erty;

to protection in liberty

(3)

happiness of mankind, schools and the means of
education shall forever be encouraged"; (4) that
the States, formed within the territory referred
to, "shall forever remain a part of this confederacy of the United States of America, subject to
the Articles of Confederation and to such alterations therein as shall be constitutionally made"
(5) prescribe the boundaries of the States to be
formed therein and the conditions of their admission into the Union; and (G and most significant
of all) repeat the prohibition regarding the
introduction of slavery into the Northwest Territory, as proposed by Jefferson, but without any
qualification as to time.
There has been considerable controversy regarding the authorship of this
portion of the Ordinance, into which it is not
necessary to enter here. While it has been characterized as a second and advanced Declaration
of Independence and probably no single act of
Congress was ever fraught with more important
and far-reaching results it seems remarkable
that a majority of the States supporting it and
securing its adoption, were then, and, long continued to be, slave States.
OREGON, the county-seat of Ogle County,
situated on Rock River and the Minneapolis
Branch of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad, 100 miles west from Chicago.
The surrounding region is agricultural; the town has

—

—

—

water power and manufactures flour, pianos,
tanks, street sprinklers,

two banks,

and iron

castings.

steel

It

has

by flowing
artesian wells, cereal mill, and two weekly newspapers has also obtained some repute as a summer
water-works

supplied

;

resort. Pop. (1880), 1,088; (1890), 1,566; (1900),1,577.

ORION,

Henry County, at the interRock Island Division of the Chicago
Burlington & Quincy and the Chicago, Rock
a village of

section of the

Island

Rock

&

Pacific Railways, 19 miles southeast of

Pop. (1890), 624; (1900), 584.
President,
was born at Salem, Mass., Dec. 21, 1820. After
receiving a high school education in his native
Island.

OSBORN, William Henry, Railway

town, he entered the counting room of the East
India house of Peele, Hubbell & Co. was subsequently sent to represent the firm at Manila,
finally engaging in business on his own account,
during which he traveled extensively in Europe.
Returning to the United States in 1853, he took
up his residence in New York, and, having married the daughter of Jonathan Sturges, one of the
original incorporators and promoters of the Illinois Central Railroad, he soon after became associated with that enterprise. In August, 1854, he
was chosen a Director of the Company, and, on
;

Dec.

1,

1855,

became

its

third President, serving

in the latter position nearly ten years (until July
11, 1865), and, as a Director, until 1877
in all,

—

twenty-two years. After retiring from his connection with the Illinois Central Railroad, Mr.
Osborn gave his attention largely to enterprises
of an educational and benevolent character in aid
of the unfortunate classes in the State of

New

York.

OSBORN, Thomas
was born

0., soldier and diplomatist,
in Licking County, Ohio, August 11,

1832; graduated from the Ohio University at
Athens, in 1854; studied law at Crawfordsville,
Ind., with Gen. Lew Wallace, was admitted to
the bar and began practice in Chicago. Early in
the war for the Union he joined the "Yates
Phalanx," which, after some delay on account of
the quota being full, was mustered into the service, in August, 1861, as the Thirty-ninth Illinois
Volunteers, the subject of this sketch being commissioned its Lieutenant-Colonel. His promotion
to the colonelcy soon followed, the regiment
being sent east to guard the Baltimore & Ohio
Railroad, where it met the celebrated Stonewall
Jackson, and took part in many important en-"
gagements, including the battles of Winchester,
Bermuda Hundreds, and Drury's Bluff, besides
the sieges of Charleston and Petersburg. At
Bermuda Hundreds Colonel Osborn was severely
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wounded, losing the use of his right arm.

bore a conspicuous part in the operations about
Richmond which resulted in the capture of the
rebel capital, his services being recognized by

promotion to the brevet rank of Major-General.
At the close of the war he returned to the pracT
tice of law in Chicago, but, in 1874, w as appointed
Consul-General and Minister-Resident to the
Argentine Republic, remaining in that position
until June, 1885, when he resigned, resuming his
residence in Chicago.
OSWEGO, a village in Kendall County, on the
Aurora and Streator branch of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railway, 6 miles south of

Population (1890), 641; (1900), 018.
the county-seat and principal city
of La Salle County, being incorporated as a vilIt is located
lage in 1838, and, as a city, in 1853.
at the confluence of the Illinois and Fox Rivers
and on the Illinois & Michigan Canal. It is the
intersecting point of the Chicago, Rock Island &
Pacific Railway and the Streator branch of the
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy, 98 miles east of
Rock Island and 83 miles west-southwest of Chicago. The surrounding region abounds in coal.
Sand of a superior quality for the manufacture of
glass is found in the vicinity and the place has
extensive glass works. Other manufactured
products are brick, drain-tile, sewer-pipe, tileAurora.

OTTAWA,

roofing, pottery, pianos, organs, cigars,

and

carriages,

agricultural

wagons
hay

implements,

hay presses, sash, doors, blinds, cabinet
work, saddlery and harness and pumps. The city
has some handsome public buildings including
the Appellate (formerly Supreme) Court House
for the Northern Division.
It also has several
public parks, one of which (South Park) contains
a medicinal spring. There are a dozen churches
and numerous public school buildings, including
a high school. The city is lighted by gas and
electricity, has electric street railways, good
sewerage, and water-works supplied from over
150 artesian wells and numerous natural springs.
It has one private and two national banks, five
carriers,

libraries, and eight weekly newspapers (three
German), of which four issue daily editions. Pop.
(1890), 9,985; (1900), 10,588.

OTTAWA, CHICAGO & FOX RIVER VALLEY
RAILROAD.

(See Chicago, Burlington

&

Quincy

Railroad. )

OUTAGAMIES, a name
to the Indian tribe

given, by the French,

known

as the Foxes.

(See

Sacs and Foxes. )

OWEN, Thomas

J.

V., early

legislator

and

Indian Agent, was born in Kentucky, April

5,
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came to Illinois at an early day, and, in
was elected to the Seventh General Assembly from Randolph County; the following year
was appointed Indian Agent at Chicago, as successor to Dr. Alexander Wolcott, who had died in
1801

;

1830,

the latter part of 1830. Mr. Owen served as
Indian Agent until 1833; was a member of the
first Board of Town Trustees of the village of Chicago, Commissioner of School Lands, and one of
the Government Commissioners who conducted
the treaty with the Pottawatomie and other
tribes of Indians at Chicago, in September, 1833.
Died, in Chicago, Oct. 15, 1835.

PADDOCK,

Gains, pioneer, a native of Massain 1758; at the age of 17 he
entered the Colonial Army, serving until the
close of the Revolutionary War, and being in
Washington's command at the crossing of the
Delaware. After the war he removed to Vermont; but, in 1815, went to Cincinnati, and, a
year later, to St. Charles, Mo. Then, after having spent about a year at St. Louis, in 1818 he
located in Madison County, 111. at a point afterwards known as "Paddock's Grove," and which
became one of the most prosperous agricultural
sections of Southern Illinois.
Died, in 1831.
PAIXE, (Gen.) Eleazer A., soldier, was born in
Parkman, Geauga County, Ohio, Sept. 10, 1815;
graduated at West Point Military Academy, in
1839, and was assigned to the First Infantry,
serving in the Florida War (1839-40), but resigned,
.Oct. 11, 1840.
He then studied law and practiced
at Painesville, Ohio, (1843-48), and at Monmouth,
lower
111., (1848-61), meanwhile serving in the
branch of the Eighteenth General Assembly
Before leaving Ohio, he had been
(1852-53).
Deputy United States Marshal and LieutenantColonel of the State Militia, and, in Illinois,
became Brigadier-General of Militia (1845-48).
He was appointed Colonel of the Ninth Illinois in
April, 1861, and served through the war, being
promoted Brigadier-General in September, 1861.
The first duty performed by his regiment, after
this date, was the occupation of Paducah, Ky.,
where he was in command. Later, it took part
in the capture of Forts Henry and Donelson,
the battles of Shiloh, New Madrid and Corinth,
and also in the various engagements in Northern
Georgia and in the "march to the sea." From
November, 1862, to May, 1864, General Paine was
guarding railroad lines in Central Tennessee,
and, during a part of 1864, in command of the
chusetts,

was born

,

Western
April

5,

Kentucky. He resigned,
and died in Jersey City, Dec. 16,

District of
1865,
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1882.
A sturdy Union man, he performed his
duty as a soldier with great zeal and efficiency.
PALATINE, a village of Cook County, on the
Wisconsin Division of the Chicago & Northwestern Railroad, 26 miles northwest from Chicago.
There are flour and planing mills here dairying
and farming are leading industries of the surrounding country. Population (1880), 731 (1890),
;

;

891; (1900), 1.020.

PALESTINE, a town in Crawford County, about
from the Wabash River, 7 miles east of

2 miles

Robinson, and 35 miles southwest of Terre Haute,
on the Illinois Central Railway has five churches,
a graded school, a bank, weekly newspaper, flour
mill, cold storage plant, canning factory, garment
factory, and municipal light and power plant.
;

Pop. (1890), 732; (1900),

979.

PALMER, Frank W., journalist, ex-Congressman and Public Printer, was born at Manchester,
Dearborn County,

Ind., Oct. 11, 1827; learned the

printer's trade at

Jamestown, N. Y., afterwards

"The Jamestown Journal," and served
two terms in the New York Legislature in 1858
removed to Dubuque, Iowa, and edited "The
Dubuque Times," was elected to Congress in 1860,
and again in 1868 and 1872, meanwhile having
purchased "The Des Moines Register," which he
edited for several years. In 1873 he removed to
Chicago and became editor of "The Inter Ocean,"
remaining two years; in 1877 was appointed Postedited

;

master of the city of Chicago, serving eight years.
Shortly after the accession of President Harrison,
in 1889, he was appointed Public Printer, continuing in office until the accession of President Cleveland in 1893, when he returned to newspaper work,
but resumed his old place at the head of the
Government Printing Bureau after the inauguration of President McKinley in 1897.
PALMER, John McAuley, lawyer, soldier and
United States Senator, was born in Scott County,
Ky., Sept. 13, 1817; removed with his father to
Madison County, 111., in 1831, and, four years
later, entered Shurtleff College, at Upper Alton,
as a student later taught and studied law, being
admitted to the bar in 1839. In 1843 he was
elected Probate Judge of Macoupin County, also
served in the State Constitutional Convention of
1847; after discharging the duties of Probate and
County Judge, was elected to the State Senate, to
fill a vacancy, in 1852, and re-elected in 1S54, as
;

an Anti-Nebraska Democrat, casting his vote for
Lyman Trumbull for United States Senator in
1855, but resigned his seat in 1856 was President
;

of the first Republican State Convention, held at

Bloomington

Wli,'

in the latter year,

and appointed a

delegate to the National Convention at Philadelphia was an unsuccessful candidate for Congress
in 1859, and chosen a Presidential Elector on the
Republican ticket in 1860 served as a member of
the National Peace Conference of 1861 entered
the army as Colonel of the Fourteenth Regiment
Illinois Volunteer Infantry; was promoted Brigadier General, in November, 1861, taking part in
the campaign in Tennessee up to Chickamauga,
assuming the command of the Fourteenth Army
Corps with the rank of Major- General, but was
relieved at his own request before Atlanta.
In
1865 he was assigned, by President Lincoln, to
command of the Military Department of Kentucky, but, in September, 1866, retired from the
service, and, in 1867, became a citizen of Springfield.
The following year he was elected Governor, as a Republican, but, in 1872, supported
Horace Greeley for President, and has since cooperated with the Democratic party. He was
three times the unsuccessful candidate of his
party for United States Senator, and was their
nominee for Governor in 1888, but defeated. In
1890 he was nominated for United States Senator
by the Democratic State Convention and elected
in joint session of the Legislature, March 11, 1891,
receiving on the 154th ballot 101 Democratic and
two Farmers' Mutual Alliance votes. He became
an important factor in the campaign of 1896 as
candidate of the "Sound Money" Democracy for
President, although receiving no electoral votes,
proving his devotion to principle. His last years
were occupied in preparation of a volume of
personal recollections, which was completed,
under the title of "The Story of an Earnest Life,"
a few weeks before his death, which occurred at
;

;

;

his

home

September 25,
merchant and

in Springfield,

PALMER,

Potter,

1900.
capitalist,

was born in Albany County, N. Y., in 1S25;
received an English education and became a
junior clerk in a country store at Durham,
Greene County, in that State, three years laterbeing placed in charge of the business, and finally
engaging in business on his own account. Coming to Chicago in 1852, he embarked in the drygoods business on Lake Street, establishing the
house which afterwards became Field, Leiter &
Co. (now Marshall Field & Co.), from which heretired, in 1865, with the basis of an ample fortune,
which has since been immensely increased by
fortunate operations in real estate. Mr. Palmer
was Second Vice-President of the first Board of
Local Directors of the World's Columbian ExpoMrs. Bertha M. Honore (Palmer*,
sition in 1891.
wife of the preceding, is the daughter of H. H.

—
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Honore, formerly a prominent real-estate owner
and operator of Chicago. She is a native of
Louisville, Ky., where her girlhood was chiefly
spent, though she was educated at a convent near
Baltimore, Md. Later she came with her family
to Chicago, and, in 1870, was married to Potter
Palmer. Mrs. Palmer has been a recognized
leader in many social and benevolent movements,
but won the highest praise by her ability and
administrative skill, exhibited as President of the
Board of Lady Managers of the World's Columbian Exposition of 1893.

PALMYRA,

a village of Macoupin County, on
the Springfield Division of the St. Louis, Chicago
& St. Paul Railway, 33 miles southwest from
Springfield has some local manufactories, a bank
and a newspaper. Population (1900), 813.
PANA, an important railway center and principal city of Christian County, situated in the
southeastern part of the County, and at the intersecting point of the Baltimore & Ohio Southwestern, the Illinois Central and the Cleveland,
Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis Railroads, 35
miles south by west from Decatur, and 42 miles
southeast of Springfield. It is an important shipping-point for grain and has two elevators. Its
mechanical establishments include two flouring
mills, a foundry, two machine shops and two
planing mills. The surrounding region is rich in
Pana has
coal, which is extensively mined.
banks, several churches, graded schools, and
three papers issuing daily and weekly editions.
Population (1890), 5,077; (1900), 5,530.
;
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went to New York City in 1838, where he completed his legal studies and was admitted to the
bar,

removing

to Lockport,

111.,

in

Here

1842.

he successively edited a paper, served as Master
in Chancery and in an engineering corps on the
Illinois & Michigan Canal; was elected County
Judge in 1849, removed to Joliet, and, for a time,
acted as an attorney of the Chicago & Rock
Island, the Michigan Central and the Chicago
& Alton Railroads; was also a Trustee of the
Institution for the Deaf and Dumb at Jacksonville was elected Representative in 1852, became
a Republican and served on the first Republican
State Central Committee (1856); the same year
was elected to the State Senate, and was a
Commissioner of the State Penitentiary in 1864.
In 1872 Mr. Parks joined in the Liberal-Repub;

lican movement, was defeated for Congress, and
afterwards acted with the Democratic party.

Died, Dec.

28, 1895.

PARKS, Lawson

A., journalist,

Mecklenburg, N. O, April

was born at

learned the
printing trade at Charlotte, in that State came
to St. Louis in 1833, and, in 1836, assisted in establishing "The Alton Telegraph," but sold his
interest a few years later.
Then, having officiated as pastor of Presbyterian churches for some
15, 1813;

;

became associated with
"The Telegraph," acting as its editor. Died at
Alton, March 31, 1875.

years, in 1854 he again

PARK RIDGE, a suburban village on the Wisconsin Division of the Chicago & Northwestern
Railroad, 13 miles northwest of Chicago.
Popu-

PANA, SPRINGFIELD & NORTHWESTERN
RAILROAD. (See Baltimore & Ohio South-

lation (1880), 457; (1890), 987; (1900), 1,340.

western Railroad. )
PARIS, a handsome and flourishing city, the
county-seat of Edgar County. It is an important
railway center, situated on the "Big Four" and
the Vandalia Line, 160 miles south of Chicago,
and 170 miles east-northeast of St. Louis; is in
the heart of a wealthy and populous agricultural
region, and has a prosperous trade.
Its industries
include foundries, three elevators, flour, saw and
planing mills, glass, broom, and corn product
factories.
The city has three banks, three daily
and four weekly newspapers, a court house, ten
churches, and graded schools. Pop. (1890), 4,996;

Assistant Adjutant-General of the Grand Army
of the Republic, was born in Westford, Chittenden
County, Vt., Dec. 8, 1843; came with his parents

(1900), 6,105.

PARIS & DECATUR RAILROAD.
Haute

&

(See Terre

Peoria Railroad.)

PARIS & TERRE HAUTE RAILROAD.
Terre Haute

&

(See

Peoria Railroad.
PARKS, Gavion D. A., lawyer, was born at
Bristol, Ontario County, N. Y., Sept. 17, 1817;

PARTRIDGE,

Charles Addison, journalist and

Lake County, 111., in 1844, and spent his boyhood on a farm, receiving his education in the
district school, with four terms in a high school
At 16 he taught a winter
at Burlington, Wis.
district school near his boyhood home, and at 18

to

in what became Company C of the
Ninety-sixth Regiment Illinois Volunteers, being
mustered into the service as Eighth Corporal at
Rockford. His regiment becoming attached to

enlisted

Army of the Cumberland, he participated
with it in the battles of Chickamauga and the
Atlanta campaign, as well as those of Franklin
and Nashville, and has taken a just pride in the
fact that he never fell out on the march, took
medicine from a doctor or was absent from his
regiment during its term of service, except for
four months while recovering from a gun-shot
the
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received at Ckickamauga. He was promoted successively to Sergeant, Sergeant-Major,
and commissioned Second Lieutenant of his old
company, of which his father was First Lieutenant for six months and until forced to resign on

wound

account of impaired health. Receiving his final
discharge, June 28, 1865, he returned to the farm,
where he remained until 1869, in the meantime
being married to Miss Jennie E. Earle, in 1866,
and teaching school one winter. In 1869 he was
elected County Treasurer of Lake County on the
Republican ticket, and re-elected in 1871 in
January of the latter year, purchased an interest
in "The Waukegan Gazette," with which he
remained associated some fifteen years, at first as
the partner of Rev. A. K. Fox, and later of his
younger brother, H. E. Partridge. In 1877 he
was appointed, by President Hayes, Postmaster
at Waukegan, serving four years; in 1886 was
elected to the Legislature, serving (by successive
elections) as Representative in the Thirty-fifth,
Thirty-sixth and Thirty-seventh General Assemblies, being frequently called upon to occupy the
Speaker's chair, and, especially during the long
Senatorial contest of 1891, being recognized as a
In 1888 he
leader of the Republican minority.
was called to the service of the Republican State
Central Committee (of which he had previously
been a member), as assistant to the veteran Secretary, the late Daniel Shepard, remaining until
the death of his chief, when he succeeded to the
;

There are flour and
the surrounding country is agriPopulation (1890), 502; (1900), 640.

15 miles south of Vandalia.

saw

mills here

cultural.

;

PATTERSON, Robert Wilson, D.D., LL.D.,
clergyman, was born in Blount County, Tenn.,
Jan. 21, 1814; came to Bond County, 111., with
his parents in 1822, his father dying two years
later; at 18 had had only nine months' schooling,
but graduated at Illinois College in 1837 spent a
year at Lane Theological Seminary, another as
tutor in Illinois College, and then, after two years
more at Lane Seminary and preaching in Chicago
and at Monroe, Mich., in 1842 established the
Second Presbyterian Church of Chicago, of which
he remained the pastor over thirty years. In
1850 he received a call to the chair of Didactic
Theology at Lane Seminary, as successor to Dr.
Lyman Beecher, but it was declined, as was a
similar call ten years later. Resigning his pastorship in 1873, he was, for several years, Professor of
Christian Evidences and Ethics in the Theological
Seminary of the Northwest in 1876-78 served as
President of Lake Forest University (of which he
was one of the founders), and, in 1880-83, as
lecturer in Lane Theological Seminary. He
received the degree of D.D. from Hamilton College, N. Y., in 1854, that of LL.D. from Lake
Forest University, and was Moderator of the
Presbyterian General Assembly (N. S.) at Wilmington, Del., in 1859. Died, at Evanston, 111.,
;

;

Feb.

24, 1894.

PAVEY,

secretaryship.

During the Presidential campaign
of 1892 he was associated with the late William

Charles W., soldier and ex-State
Auditor, was born in Highland County, Ohio,

Campbell, then the Illinois member of the
Republican National Committee, and was entrusted by him with many important and confidential missions. Without solicitation on his
part, in 1894 he was again called to assume the
secretaryship of the Republican State Central
Committee, and bore a conspicuous and influential part in winning the brilliant success
achieved by the party in the campaign of that
year.
From 1893 to 1895 he served as Mayor of
Waukegan; in 1896 became Assistant AdjutantGeneral of the Grand Army of the Republic for
the Department of Illinois a position which he
held in 1889 under Commander James S. Martin,
and to which he has been re-appointed by succes-

Nov.

J.

—

sive

Department Commanders up

to the j^resent

Partridge's service in the various
public positions held by him, has given him an
time.

Mr.

acquaintance extending to every county in the
State.

PATOKA,

a village of Marion County, on the
of the Illinois Central Railway,

Western branch

removed to Illinois in 1859, settling
Mount Vernon, and, for a time,
followed the occupation of a farmer and stock8,

1835;

in the vicinity of

In August, 1862, he enlisted in the Eightieth Illinois Volunteers for the Civil War, and

raiser.

became

First Lieutenant of

wounded

Company

E.

He was

Sand Mountain
and, having been captured, was confined in Libby
Prison, at Salisbury, N. C, and at Danville,
Va., for a period of nearly two years, enduring
great hardship and suffering. Having been
exchanged, he served to the close of the war as
Assistant Inspector-General on the Staff of General Rousseau, in Tennessee.
He was a delegate
severely

at the battle of

to the Republican National Convention of 1880,

which nominated General Garfield for the Presidency, and was one of the famous "306" who
stood by General Grant in that struggle. In 1882
he was appointed by President Arthur Collector
of Internal Revenue for the Southern District,
and, in 1888, was nominated and elected State
Auditor on the Republican ticket, but was de-
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feated for re-election in the "land-slide" of 1892.
General Pavey has been prominent in "G. A. R.

and held the position of Junior Vicefor the Department of Illinois in
and that of Senior Vice-Commander in

councils,

Commander
1878,

He also served as Brigadier-General of the
1879.
National Guard, for Southern Illinois, during the
In 1S97 he received from
railroad strike of 1877.
President McKinley the appointment of Special
Agent
is

His

of the Treasury Department.

home

PAWNEE, a village of Sangamon County, at
the eastern terminus of the Auburn & Pawnee
Railroad, 19 miles south of Springfield. The town
has a bank and a weekly paper. Population (1900),
595; (1903,

est.), 1,000.

PAWNEE RAILROAD, a

short line in SangaCounty, extending from Pawnee to Auburn
(9 miles), where it forms a junction with the
Chicago & Alton Railroad. The company was
organized and procured a charter in December,
1888, and the road completed the following year.

mon

The

cost

was

Capital stock authorized,

§101,774.

funded debt (1895), §50,000.
PAW PAW, a village of Lee County, at the
junction of two branches of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railway, 8 miles northwest of
The town is in a farming region, but
Earlville.
has a bank and one weekly paper. Population
§100,000;

PAXTON,

the county-seat of Ford County, is
situated at the intersection of the Chicago Division of the Illinois Central and the Lake Erie &
Western Railroads, 103 miles south by west from
Chicago, and 49 miles east of Bloomington. It
contains a court house, two schools, water-works,
electric light and water-heating system, two
banks, nine -churches, and one daily newspaper.
It is an important shipping-point for the farm
products of the surrounding territory, which is a
rich agricultural region.
Besides brick and tile

works and

flour mills, factories for the manufacture of carriages, buggies, hardware, cigars,

brooms, and plows are located here.

Pop. (1890),

2,187; (1900), 3,036.
PAYSON, a village in

Adams County, 15 miles
southeast of Quincy the nearest railroad station
being Fall Creek, on the Quincy and Louisiana
;

Division of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy
Railway; has one newspaper. Population (1900),
465.

PAYSON, Lewis E., lawyer and ex-Congressman, was born at Providence, R. I., Sept. 17,
came

He was admitted

District in Congress, being elected as a
Republican, but, in 1890, was defeated by his
Democratic opponent, Herman W. Snow. Since
retiring from Congress he has practiced his pro-

his

fession in

to Illinois at the age of 12, and, after

passing through the

common

Washington, D. C.
Selim Hobart, educator,. was born

PEABODY,
in

Rockingham County,

schools, attended

Vt.,

August

20,

1829;

a
Boston Latin School, then engaged in various
occupations, including teaching, until 1848, when
he entered the University of Vermont, graduating third in his class in 1852 was appointed Professor of Mathematics and Engineering in the
Polytechnic College at Philadelphia, in 1854,
remaining three years, when he spent five years
in Wisconsin, the last three as Superintendent of
Schools at Racine. From 1865 to 1871 he was
teacher of physical science in Chicago High
School, also conducting night schools for working men in 1871 became Professor of Physics and
Engineering in Massachusetts Agricultural College, but returned to the Chicago High School in
1874; in 1876 took charge of the Chicago Acad-

after reaching 13 years of age, spent a year in

;

;

emy

of Sciences, and, in 1878, entered the Illinois

Industrial University

(1890), 635; (1900), 765.

1840;

University, at Galesburg, for two years.
to the bar at Ottawa in 1862,
and, in 1865, took up his residence at Pontiac.
From 1869 to 1873 he was Judge of the Livingston
County Court, and, from 1881 to 1891, represented

Lombard

Jefferson County.

Mount Vernon,

at
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at

Champaign,

first

(now University of

Illinois),

as Professor of Mechanical

Engineering, in 1880 becoming President, but
resigning in 1891. During the World's Columbian Exposition at Chicago, Professor Peabody
was Chief of the Department of Liberal Arts,
and, on the expiration of his service there,
assumed the position of Curator of the newly
organized Chicago Academy of Sciences, from
which he retired some two years later.
PEARL, a village of Pike County, on the Kansas City branch of the Chicago & Alton Railroad,
Population (1890),
14 miles west of Roodhouse.
928; (1900), 722.

PEARSON, Isaac N., ex-Secretary of State, was
born at Centreville, Pa., July 27, 1842; removed
to Macomb, McDonough County, 111., in 1858, and
has ever since resided there. In 1872 he was
elected Clerk of the Circuit Court, and re-elected
Later he engaged in real-estate and
in 1876.
banking business. He was a member of the lower
house in the Thirty-third, and of the Senate in
the Thirty-fifth, General Assembly, but before the
expiration of his term in the latter, was elected
Secretary of State, on the Republican ticket, in
In 1892 he was a candidate for re-election,
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but was defeated, although, next to Governor
Fifer, he received the largest vote cast for any
candidate for a political office on the Republican
State ticket.

M., ex-Railway and WareCommissioner, born at Newburyport,
Mass., in 1832— the son of a ship-carpenter; was
educated in his native State and came to Illinois
in 1849, locating at the city of Alton, where he
was afterwards engaged in the manufacture of
agricultural implements. In 1873 he was appointed a member of the first Railway and Warehouse Commission, serving four years; in 1878
was elected Representative in the Thirty-first
General Assembly from Madison County, and

PEARSON, John

house

was re-elected, successively, in 1880 and '82. He
was appointed a member of the first Board of
Live-Stock Commissioners in 1885, serving until
1893, for a considerable portion of the time as
President of the Board. Mr. Pearson is a lifelong Republican and prominent member of the
Masonic fraternity. His present home is at
Godfrey.

PEARSONS,

Daniel K., M.D., real-estate oper-

removed to Chicopee, Mass., where he
remained from 1843 to 1857. The latter year he
came to Ogle County, III, and began operating

State,

in real estate, finally adding to this a loan business for Eastern parties, but discontinued this

He owns

extensive tracts of timber
a Director in the Chicago

lands in Michigan, is
City Railway Company and American Exchange
Bank, besides being interested in other financial
He has been one of the most liberal
institutions.
supporters of the Chicago Historical Society, and
a princely contributor to various benevolent and

educational institutions, his gifts to colleges, in
different parts of the country, aggregating over a
million dollars.

PECATONICA, a town in Pecatonica Township,
Winnebago County, on the Pecatonica River. It
on the Chicago & Northwestern Railway, midFreeport and Rockford, being 14
miles from each. It contains a carriage factory,
machine shop, condensed milk factory, a bank,
six churches, a graded school, and a weekly newsis

way beween

Pop. (1890), 1,059; (1900), 1,045.
a stream formed by the
confluence of two branches, both of which rise
They unite a little north
in Iowa County, Wis.
paper.

PECATONICA RIVER,

whence the

river runs

southeast to Freeport, then east and northeast,
until it enters Rock River at Rockton. From the
headwaters of either branch to the mouth of the
river

is

about 50 miles.

PECK, Ebenezer, early lawyer, was born in
Portland, Maine, May 22, 1805; received an academical education, studied law and was admitted
Canada in 1827. He was twice
elected to the Provincial Parliament and made
King's Counsel in 1833 came to Illinois in 1835,
settling in Chicago; served in the State Senate
(1838-40), and in the House (1840-42 and 1858-60);
was also Clerk of the Supreme Court (1841-45),
Reporter of Supreme Court decisions (1849-63),
and member of the Constitutional Convention of
1869-70.
Mr. Peck was an intimate personal
friend of Abraham Lincoln, by whom he was
appointed a member of the Court of Claims, at
Washington, serving until 1875. Died, May 25,

to the bar in

;

1881.

PECK, Ferdinand Wythe, lawyer and
cier,

ator and capitalist, was born at Bradfordton, Vt.,
April 14, 1820; began teaching at 16 years of age,
and, at 21, entered Dartmouth College, taking a
two years' course. He then studied medicine,
and, after practicing a short time in his native

line in 1877.

of the Illinois State line,

was born

in Chicago, July 15, 1848

finan-

— the son

W.

Peck, a pioneer and early merIllinois was educated
in the public schools, the Chicago University
and Union College of Law, graduating from
both of the last named institutions, and being

of Philip F.

chant of the metropolis of

;

admitted to the bar in 1869. For a time he
engaged in practice, but his father having died in
1871,

the

responsibility of

caring

for

a large

upon him and has since occupied
time, though he has given much attention to

estate devolved
his

the amelioration of the condition of the poor of
his native city, and works of practical benevolence and public interest.
He is one of the
founders of the Illinois Humane Society, has been
President and a member of the Board of Control
of the Chicago Athenaeum, member of the Board
of Education, President of the Chicago Union
League, and was an influential factor in securing
the success of the World's Columbian Exposition
at Chicago, in 1893, serving as First Vice-President of the Chicago Board of Directors, Chairman of the Finance Committee, and member of
the Board of Reference and Control. Of late
years, Mr. Peck has been connected with several
important building enterprises of a semi-public

which have added to the reputation of
Chicago, including the Auditorium, Stock Exchange Building and others in which he is a
leading stockholder, and in the erection of winch
he has been a chief promoter. In 1898 he was
appointed, by President McKinley, the United
States Commissioner to the International Expocharacter,
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sition at Paris of 1900, as successor to the late

Maj. M. P. Handy, and the success which lias
followed his discharge of the duties of that
position, has demonstrated the fitness of his
selection.

PECK, George

R., railway attorney, born in

Steuben County, N. Y., in 1843; was early taken
to Wisconsin, where he assisted in clearing his
father's farm; at 16 became a country schoolteacher to aid in freeing the same farm from
debt; enlisted at 19 in the First Wisconsin Heavy
Artillery, later becoming a Captain in the Thirtyfirst Wisconsin Infantry, with which he joined in

"Sherman's March to the Sea." Returning home
began the study of
law at Janesville, spending six years there as a
student, Clerk of the Circuit Court and in pracFrom there he went to Kansas and, between
tice.
1871 and '74, practiced bis profession at Independence, when he was appointed by President Grant
United States District Attorney for the Kansas
at the close of the war, he

District, but resigned this position, in 1879, to
return to general practice. In 1881 he became
General Solicitor of the Atchison, Topeka &

Fe Railroad, removing to Chicago in
In 1895 he resigned his position with the
Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad to accept

Santa
1893.

a similar position with the Chicago, Milwaukee
& St. Paul Railway Company, which (1898) he
Mr. Peck is recognized as one of the
still holds.
most gifted orators in the West, and, in 1897, was
chosen to deliver the principal address at the unveiling of the Logan equestrian statue in Lake
Front Park, Chicago; has also officiated as orator
on a number of other important public occasions,
always acquitting himself with distinction.
PECK, John Mason, D.D., clergyman and educator, was born in Litchfield, Conn., Oct. 31, 1789;
removed to Greene County, N. Y., in 1811, where
he united with the Baptist Chinch, the same
year entering on pastoral work, while prosecuting
his studies and supporting himself by teaching.
In 1814 he became pastor of a church at Amenia,
N. Y., and, in 1817, was sent west as a missionary, arriving in St. Louis in the latter part of the
same year. During the next nine years he traveled extensively through Missouri and Illinois, as
an itinerant preacher and teacher, finally locating
at Rock Spring, St. Clair County, where, in 1826,
he established the Rock Spring Seminary for the
education of teachers and ministers. Out of this
grew Shurtleff College, founded at Upper Alton
in 1835, in securing the endowment of which Dr.
Peck traveled many thousands of miles and collected $20,000, and of which he served as Trustee
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many years. Up to 1843 he devoted much
time to aiding in the establishment of a theological institution at Covington, Ky., and, for two
years following, was Corresponding Secretary and
for

Financial Agent of the American Baptist Publication Society, with headquarters in Philadelphia.

Returning to the West, he served as pastor of several important churches in Missouri, Illinois and
Kentucky. A man of indomitable will, unflagging industry and thoroughly upright in conduct,
for a peiiod of a quarter of a century, in the early

history of the State, probably no
larger influence for good
of the cause of education,

zens of

all classes,

man

exerted a

and the advancement

among the

than Dr. Peck.

pioneer

citi-

Though giving
preaching and

his attention so constantly to
teaching, he found time to write much, not only
for the various publications with which he was,
from time to time, connected, but also for other

periodicals, besides publishing

"A Guide

for

Emi-

grants" (1831), of which a new edition appeared
in 1836, and a "Gazetteer of Illinois" (Jacksonville, 1834, and Boston, 1837), which continue to
be valued for the information they contain of the
condition of the country at that time. He wns
an industrious collector of historical records in
the form of newspapers and pamphlets, which
were unfortunately destroyed by fire a few years
In 1852 he received the degree
before his death.
of D.D. from Harvard University. Died, at Rock
Spring, St. Clair County, March 15, 1858.
PECK, Philip F. W., pioneer merchant, was
born in Providence, R. I., in 1809, the son of a
wholesale merchant who had lost his fortune by
indorsing for a friend. After some years spent
in a mercantile house in New York, he came to
Chicago on a prospecting tour, in 1830; the following year brought a stock of goods to the
embryo emporium of the Northwest then a small
backwoods hamlet and, by trade and fortunate
investments in real estate, laid the foundation of
what afterwards became a large fortune. He
died, Oct. 23, 1871, as the result of an accident
occurring about the time of the great fire of two
weeks previous, from which he was a heavy

—

—

sufferer pecuniarily.

Three of his

sons,

Walter L.

Clarence I. and Ferdinand W. Peck, axe among
Chicago's most substantial citizens.
PEKIX, a flourishing city, the county-seat of
Tazewell County, and an important railway center, located on the Illinois River, 10 miles south
of Peoria and 56 miles north of Springfield.
Agriculture and coal-mining are the chief occupations in the surrounding country, but the city
itself is an important grain market with large
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It has several disgeneral shipping interests.
besides grain elevators, malt-houses,
brick and tile works, lumber yards, planing mills,
marble works, plow and wagon works, and a
factory for corn products. Its banking facilities
are adequate, and its religious and educational
advantages are excellent. The city has a public
library, park, steam-heating plant, three daily
and four weekly papers. Pop. (1890), 6,347; (1900),

tilleries,

8,420.

PEKIN, LINCOLN & DECATUR RAILROAD.
(See Peoria, Decatur

&

Evansville Railway.)
Gilbert T., Representative in the Third
Illinois General Assembly (1822) from Edwards
County, and an opponent of the resolution for a
State Convention adopted by the Legislature at
that session, designed to open the door for the
admission of slavery. Mr. Pell was a son-in-law
of Morris Birkbeck, who was one of the leaders
in opposition to the Convention scheme, and very
naturally sympathized with his father-in-law.
He was elected to the Legislature, for a second
term, in 1828, but subsequently left the State,
dying elsewhere, when his widow removed to

PELL,

Australia.

PENNSYLVANIA RAILROAD. As

to

oper-

ations of this corporation in Illinois, see Calumet
River; Pittsburg, Fort Wayne
Chicago; South

&

&

Southern, and Pittsburg, Cincinnati,
& St. Louis Railways. The whole number of miles owned, leased and operated by the
Pennsylvania System, in 1898, was 1,987.21, of
which only 61.34 miles were in Illinois. It owns,
however, a controlling interest in the stock of
the Toledo, Peoria & Western Railway (which

Chicago
Chicago

see).

PEORIA,

the second largest city of the State

and the county-seat of Peoria County, is 160 miles
southwest of Chicago, and at the foot of an expan-

known as Peoria Lake.
the town occupies an elevated plateau,
having a water frontage of four miles and extending back to a bluff, which rises 230 feet above the
river level and about 120 feet above the highest
point of the main site. It was settled in 1778 or
'79, although, as generally believed, the French
missionaries had a station there in 1711. There
sion of the Illinois River

The

site of

was certainly a settlement there

as early as 1725,
received a grant of lands at Pimiteoui, facing the lake then bearing the same
name as the village. From that date until 1812,
the place was continuously occupied as a French
village, and is said to have been the most important point for trading in the Mississippi Valley.
The original village was situated about a mile and

when Renault

a half above the foot of the lake but later, the present site was occupied, at first receiving the name
of "La Ville de Maillet," from a French Canadian
;

who

resided in Peoria, from 1765 to 1801 (the time

and who commanded a company of
volunteers in the Revolutionary War. The population of the old town removed to the new site,
and the present name was given to the place by
of his death),

American settlers, from the Peoria Indians, who
were the occupants of the country when it was
first discovered, but who had followed their cognate tribes of the Illinois family to Cahokia and
Kaskaskia, about a century before American
occupation of this region. In 1812 the town is
estimated to have contained about seventy dwellings, with a population of between 200 and

made

up largely of French traders,
and voyageurs, with a considerable
admixture of half-breeds and Indians, and a few
Americans. Among the latter were Thomas
Forsyth, Indian Agent and confidential adviser
of Governor Edwards Michael La Croix, son-inlaw of Julian Dubuque, founder of the city of
Dubuque Antoine Le Claire, founder of Davenport, and for whom Le Claire, Iowa, is named;
William Arundel, afterwards Recorder of St.
Clair County, and Isaac Darnielle, the second lawyer in Illinois. In November, 1812, about half
the town was burned, by order of Capt. Thomas
E. Craig, who had been directed, by Governor
Edwards, to proceed up the river in boats with
materials to build a fort at Peoria. At the same
time, the Governor himself was at the head of a
force marching against Black Partridge's vilEdwards had no comlage, which he destroyed.
munication- with Craig, who appears to have
acted solely on his own responsibility. That the
latter's action was utterlj- unjustifiable, there can
now be little doubt. He alleged, by way of
excuse, that his boats had been fired upon from
the shore, at night, by Indians or others, who
were harbored by the citizens. The testimony
300,

hunters

;

;

—

of the

French, however,

is

to the effect that

it

was an unprovoked and cowardly assault, instigated by wine which the soldiers had stolen from
the cellars of the inhabitants. The bulk of those
who remained after the fire were taken by Craig
This
to a point below Alton and put ashore.
occurred in the beginning of winter, and the
people, being left in a destitute condition, were
subjected to great suffering. A Congressional
investigation followed, and the French, having
satisfactorily established the fact that they were
not hostile, were restored to their possessions. In

—

1813 a fort, designed for permanent occupancy,
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was erected and named Fort

the

Col.

ranked eighth among the grain markets of
the country. It also has an extensive commerce
with Chicago, St. Louis and other important
cities; was credited, by the census of 1890, with
554 manufacturing establishments, representing
90 different branches of industry, with a capital
of §15,072,567 and an estimated annual product of

Clark, in honor of
It had one (if not
George Rogers Clark.
two) block-houses, with magazines and quarters
It was finally evacuated in
for officers and men.
1818, and was soon afterwards burned by the
Although a trading-post had been
Indians.
maintained here, at intervals, after the affair of
1812, there was no attempt made to rebuild the
town until 1819, when Americans began to
In 1824 a post of the American Fur Comarrive.
pany was established here by John Hamlin, the
company having already had, for five years, a
station at Wesley City, three miles farther down
the river. Hamlin also traded in pork and other
products, and was the first to introduce keelboats on the Illinois River. By transferring his
cargo to lighter draft boats, when necessary, he
made the trip from Peoria to Chicago entirely by
water, going from the Des Plaines to Mud Lake,
and thence to the South Branch of the Chicago
In 1834 the town had
River, without unloading.
but seven frame houses and twenty-one log

—

cabins.

It

was incorporated

(Rudolphus Rouse being the

as a

first

town

in 1835

President), and,

as the City of Peoria, ten years later

(Wm. Hale

—

being the first Mayor). Peoria is an important
railway and business center, eleven railroad lines
concentrating here. It presents many attractive

such as handsome residences, fine views
and valley scenery, with an elabAn excellent
orate system of parks and drives.
school system is liberally supported, and its public
buildings (national, county and city) are fine and
costly.
Its
churches are elegant and well
attended,
the leading denominations
being
Methodist Episcopal, Congregational, Presbyfeatures,

of river, bluff

terian, Baptist, Protestant

and Reformed Episco-

Lutheran, Evangelical and Roman Catholic.
is the seat of Bradley Polytechnic Institute, a

pal,
It

young and flourishing

scientific school affiliated

with the University of Chicago, and richly endowed through the munificence of Mrs. Lydia
Bradley, who devotes her whole estate, of at
least a million dollars, to this object. Right Rev.
John L. Spaulding, Bishop of the Roman Catholic diocese of Peoria, is erecting a handsome and
costly building for the Spaulding Institute, a
school for the higher education of young men.
At Bartonville, a suburb of Peoria, on an elevation commanding a magnificent view of the Illinois River valley for many miles, the State has
located an asylum for the incurable insane.

now

and

It is

intended to be
one of the most complete of its kind in the world.
Peoria lies in a corn and coal region, is noted for
in process of erection,

is

number and extent

of its distilleries, and, in

1890,

Its leading industries are the manufacture of distilled and malt liquors, agricultural

§55,504,523.

implements, glucose and machine-shop products.
Its contributions to the internal revenue of the
country are second only to those of the New York
district.
Population (1870), 22,849; (1880), 29,259;
(1890), 41, 024; (1900), 56,100.

PEORIA COUNTY, originally a part of Fulton
County, but cut off in 1825. It took its name
from the Peoria Indians, who occupied that region
w hen

it was first discovered.
As first organized,
included the present counties of Jo Daviess and
Cook, with many others in the northern part of
the State. At that time there wr ere less than
1,500 inhabitants in the entire region and John
Hamlin, a Justice of the Peace, on his return
from Green Bay (whither he had accompanied
William S. Hamilton, a son of Alexander Hamilton, with a drove of cattle for the fort there),
solemnized, at Chicago, the marriage of Alexander Wolcott, then Indian Agent, with a
daughter of John Kinzie. The original Peoria
County has been subdivided into thirty counties,
among them being some of the largest and richThe first county officer was
est in the State.
T

it

;

Norman Hyde, who was

elected Judge of the
Probate Court by the Legislature in January,
His commission from Governor Coles was
1825.
dated on the eighteenth of that month, but he
did not qualify until June 4, following, when he
took the oath of office before John Dixon, Circuit
Clerk, who founded the city that bears his name.
Meanwhile, Mr. Hyde had been appointed the
first Clerk of the County Commissioners' Court,
and served in that capacity until entering upon
The first election
his duties as Probate Judge.
of county officers was held, March 7, 1825, at the
house of William Eads. Nathan Dillon, Joseph
Smith, and William Holland were chosen Commissioners; Samuel Fulton Sheriff, and William
The first County Treasurer
Phillips Coroner.
was Aaron Hawley, and the first general election
of officers took place in 1826. The first court
house was a log cabin, and the first term of
the Circuit Court began Nov. 14, 1825, John
York Sawyer sitting on the bench, with John
Dixon, Clerk; Samuel Fulton, Sheriff; and John
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Twiney, the Attorney-General, present. Peoria
County is, at present, one of the wealthiest and
most populous counties in the State. Its soil is
fertile and its manufactures numerous, especially
at Peoria, the county-seat and principal city
The area of the county is 615 square
(which see)
.

miles,

and

population

its

(1880), 55,353;

(1890),

expansion of the

Illinois

70,378; (19C0), 88.608.

PEORIA LAKE, an

boundary of Peoria
separates from the counties of

River, forming the eastern

County, which it
Woodford and Tazewell. It is about 20 miles
long and 2% miles broad at the widest part.
PEORIA, ATLANTA & DECATUR RAILROAD. (See Terre Haute & Peoria Railroad.)
PEORIA, DECATUR & EVANSVILLE RAILWAY. The total length of this line, extending

from Peoria,
miles, all

111.,

to

Evansville, Ind.,

is

330.87

which 273
extends from Pekin,

owned by the company,

of

miles are in Illinois. It
southeast to Grayville, on the Wabash River is
single track, unballasted, and of standard gauge.
Between Pekin and Peoria the company uses the
tracks of the Peoria & Pekin Union Railway, of

—

which it is one-fourth owner. Between Hervey
City and Midland Junction it has trackage privi
leges over the line owned jointly by the Peoria,
Decatur & Evansville and the Terre Haute &
Peoria Companies (7.5 miles). Between Midland
Junction and Decatur (2.4 miles) the tracks of
the Illinois Central are used, the two lines having
terminal facilities at Decatur in common. The
rails are of fifty-two and sixty-pound steel.
(History.) The main line of the Peoria, Decatur

&

Evansville Railway is the result of the consolidation of several lines built under separate charters.
(1) The Pekin, Lincoln & Decatur Railroad,
chartered in 1867, built in 1869-71, and operated
the latter year, was leased to the Toledo, Wabash
& Western Railway, but sold to representatives
of the bond-holders, on account of default on
interest, in 1876, and reorganized as the Pekin,
Lincoln & Decatur Railway. (2) The Decatur,
Sullivan & Mattoon Railroad, (projected from
Decatur to Mattoon), was incorporated in 1871,

completed from Mattoon to Hervey City, in 1872,
and, the same year, consolidated with the Chicago & Great Southern; in January, 1874, the
Decatur line passed into the hands of a receiver,
and, in 1877, having been sold under foreclosure,
was reorganized as the Decatur, Mattoon & Southern Railroad. In 1879 it was placed in the hands
of trustees, but the Pekin, Lincoln & Decatur
Railway having acquired a controlling interest
during the same year, the two lines were con-

name of the Peoria, Decatur
Evansville Railway Company. (3) The Grayville & Mattoon Railroad, chartered in 1857, was
consolidated in 1872 with the Mount Vernon &
Grayville Railroad (projected), the new corporation taking the name of the Chicago & Illinois
Southern (already mentioned). In 1872 the latter
corporation was consolidated with the Decatur,
Sullivan & Mattoon Railroad, under the name of
the Chicago & Illinois Southern Railway. Both

solidated under the

&

consolidations, however, were set aside by decree
of the United States District Court, in 1876, and

the partially graded road and franchises of the
Grayville & Mattoon lines sold, under foreclosure,
to the contractors for the construction 20 miles
of the line from Olne}' to Newton, were completed
during the month of September of that year, and
the entire line, from Grayville to Mattoon, in
1878.
In 1880 this line was sold, under decree of
foreclosure, to the Peoria, Decatur & Evansville
Railway Company, which had already acquired
the Decatur & Mattoon Division —thus placing
the entire line, from Peoria to Grayville, in the
hands of one corporation. A line under the name
of the Evansville & Peoria Railroad, chartered in
Indiana in 1880, was consolidated, the same year,
with the Illinois corporation under the name of
the latter, and completed from Grayville to
Evansville in 1882.
(4) The Chicago & Ohio
River Railroad chartered, in 1869, as the Danville, Olney & Ohio River Railroad
was constructed, as a narrow-gauge line, from Kansas to
West Liberty, in 1878-81 in the latter year was
changed to standard gauge and completed, in
;

—

—

;

from Sidell to Olney (86 miles). The same
went into the hands of a receiver, was sold
under foreclosure, in February, 1886, and reorganized, in May following, as the Chicago & Ohio
River Railroad was consolidated with the Peoria,
Decatur & Evansville Railway, in 1893, and used
as the Chicago Division of that line. The property
and franchises of the entire line passed into the,
hands of receivers in 1894, and are still (1898)
under their management.
1883,

year

it

;

PEORIA, FEKIX & JACKSONVILLE RAILROAD. (See Chicago, Peoria & St. Louis Pailroad of

Illinois.

PEORIA & BUREAU TALLEY RAILROAD,

a

short line, 46.7 miles in length, operated by the

Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railway Company, extending from Peoria to Bureau Junction,
It was incorporated, Feb. 12, 1853, completed the following year, and leased to the Rock
111.

Island in perpetuity, April
rental

being $125,000.

14, 1854,

the annual

The par value

of

the
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capital stock

is

Annual dividends of

$1,500,000.

payable semi-annuRock Island & Pacific

8 per cent are guaranteed,
ally.

(See

Chicago,

Railway.

PEORIA & EASTERN RAILROAD. Of

this

the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St.
Louis Railroad Company is the lessee. Its total

line

length is 350^ miles, 132 of which lie in Illinois
being owned by the Company. That portion within this State extends east from Pekin to
the Indiana State line, in addition to which the
Company has trackage facilities over the line of

— 123

the Peoria
single,

&

Pekin Union Railway

(9 miles) to
standard. The track is
sixty and sixty-seven-pound

The gauge

Peoria.

laid

with

is

and ballasted almost wholly with
The capital stock is §10,000,000. In 1895
gravel.
it had a bonded debt of §13,603,000 and a floating
steel

rails

debt of §1,201,130, making a total capitalization
of §24,864,130.— (History.)

The

original of this

corporation was the Danville, Urbana, Bloomington & Pekin Railroad, which was consolidated,
in July, 1869, with the Indianapolis, Crawfords-

—

& Danville Railroad the new corporation
taking the name of the Indianapolis, Bloomington & Western and was opened to Pekin the
same year. In 1874 it passed into the hands of a
ville

—

and
Bloomington &
Western Railway Company. The next change
occurred in 1881, when it was consolidated with
an Ohio corporation (the Ohio, Indiana & Pacific
Railroad), again undergoing a slight change of
name in its reorganization as the Indiana, Bloomington & Western Railroad Company. In 1886
receiver,

was

reorganized

sold under foreclosure in 1879,

as

the

Indiana,

again got into financial straits, was placed in
charge of a receiver and sold to a reorganization
committee, and, in January, 1887, took the name
of the Ohio, Indiana & Western Railway Company. The final reorganization, under its present
name, took place in February, 1890, when it was
leased to the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago &
St. Louis Railway, by which it is operated.
(See Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis
Railway.
it

PEORIA & HANNIBAL RAILROAD.

(See

& Quincy Railroad.)
PEORIA & OQUAWKA RAILROAD.
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad.

(See

Chicago, Burlington

PEORIA & PEKIN UNION RAILWAY. A line
connecting the cities of Peoria and Pekin, which
are only 8 miles apart. It was chartered in 1880,
and acquired, by purchase, the tracks of the Peoria,
Pekin & Jacksonville and the Peoria & Springfield Railroads, between the two cities named in
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giving it control of two lines, which are
used by nearly all the railroads entering both
cities from the east side of the Illinois River. The
mileage, including both divisions, is 18.14 miles,
second tracks and sidings increasing the total to
nearly 60 miles. The track is of standard gauge,
about two-thirds being laid with steel rails. The
Its
total cost of construction was §4,350,987.
its title,

total capitalization (1898)

was

§4,177,763, includ-

ing §1,000,000 in stock, and a funded debt of
§2,904,000.
The capital stock is held in equal
amounts (each 2,500 shares) by the Wabash, the
Peoria, Decatur & Evansville, the Chicago,
Peoria & St. Louis and the Peoria & Eastern companies, with 1,000 shares by the Lake Erie &
Western. Terminal charges and annual rentals
are also paid by the Terre Haute & Peoria and
the Iowa Central Railways.

PEORIA & SPRINGFIELD RAILROAD.

(See

& St.

Louis Railroad of Illinois.)
PEOTONE, a village of Will County, on the
Illinois Central Railroad, 41 miles soutb -southwest
from Chicago; has some manufactures, a bank
and a newspaper. The surrounding country is
agricultural. Population (1890), 717; (1900), 1,003.
PERCY, a village of Randolph County, at the
intersection of the Wabash, Chesapeake & Western and the Mobile & Ohio Railways. Population
Chicago, Peoria

(1890), 360; (1900), 660.

PERROT,

Nicholas, a French explorer, wno
Fox River (of Wisconsin)
and the country around the great lakes, at various
times between 1670 and 1690. He was present,
as a guide and interpreter, at the celebrated conference held at Sault Ste. Marie, in 1671, which
visited the valley of the

was attended by

fifteen

Frenchmen and

sentatives from seventeen Indian tribes,

repre-

and at

which the Sieur de Lusson took formal possession
Huron and Superior, with the surrounding region and "all the country southward to the
sea," in the name of Louis XIV. of France.
Perrot was the first to discover lead in the West,
and, for several years, was Commandant in the
Green Bay district. As a chronicler he was
His writintelligent, interesting and accurate.
ings were not published until 1864, but have
of Lakes

always been highly prized as authority.
PERRY, a town of Pike County; has a bank
and a newspaper. Population (1880), 770; (1890),
705; (1900), 642.

PERRY COUNTY, lies

in the southwest quarter

an area of 440 square miles and
a population (1900) of 19,830. It was organized
as a county in 1827, and named for Com. Oliver
rolling,
is
H. Perry. The general surface
of the State, with
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occupy a considerable porwith "post-oak flats." Limestone
is found in the southern, and sandstone in the
northern, sections, but the chief mineral wealth
of the county is coal, which is abundant, and, at
several points, easily mined, some of it being of
a superior quality. Salt is manufactured, to some
extent, and the chief agricultural output is
wheat. Pinckneyville, the county-seat, has a
central position and a population of about 1,300.
Duquoir is the largest city. Beaucoup Creek is
the principal stream, and the county is crossed
although

flat prairies

tion, interspersed

by several

lines of railroad.

PERU,

a city in La Salle County, at the head
of navigation on the Illinois River, which is here
spanned by a handsome bridge. It is distant 100
miles southwest from Chicago, and the same distance north-northeast from Springfield. It is
connected by street cars with La Salle, one mile

which is the terminus of the Illinois &
Michigan Canal. It is situated in a rich coalmining region, is an important trade center, and
has several manufacturing establishments, includdistant,

ing zinc smelting works, rolling mills, nickeloid
factory, metal novelty works, gas engine factory,
tile works, plow, scale and patent-pump factories,
foundries and machine shops, flour and saw mills,
clock factory, etc. Two national banks, with a
combined capital of §200,000, are located at Peru,
and one daily and one weekly paper. Population
(1870),

3,650; (1880), 4,682; "(1890), 5,550;

(1900),

6,863.

PESOTUM, a village in Champaign County, on
the Illinois Central Railroad, 5 miles south of
Tolono. Population (1890), 575.
PETERSBURG, a city of Menard County, and
the county-seat, on the Sangamon River, at the
& Alton with the Chicago,
Peoria & St. Louis Railway; 23 miles northwest
of Springfield and 28 miles northeast of Jacksonintersection Chicago

The town was surveyed and platted by
in 1837, and is the seat of the
"Old Salem" Chautauqua. It has machine shops,
two banks, two weekly papers and nine churches.
The manufactures include woolen goods, brick
and drain-tile, bed-springs, mattresses, and
canned goods. Pop. (1890), 2,342, (1900), 2,807.
PETERS, Onslow, lawyer and jurist, was born
ville.

Abraham Lincoln

in Massachusetts,
sity,

law

graduated at Brown Univer-

and was admitted

to the bar

and practiced

in his native State until 1837,

tled at Peoria,

He

when he

set-

served in the Constitutional Convention of 1847, was elected to the
bench of the Sixteenth Judicial Circuit in 1853,
and re-elected in 1855. Died, Feb. 28, 1856.
111.

PHILLIPS, David L., journalist and politician,
was born where the town of Marion, Williamson
County, 111., now stands, Oct. 28, 1823; came to
St. Clair County in childhood, his father settling
near Belleville began teaching at an early age,
;

and,

when about

18, joined the Baptist Church,
and, after a brief course with the distinguished
Dr. Peck, at his Rock Spring Seminary, two years

later entered the ministry, serving churches in

Washington and other Southern

Illinois counties,

taking charge of a church at Jonesboro.
Though originally a Democrat, his advanced
views on slavery led to a disagreement witli his
church, and he withdrew then accepted a position as paymaster in the construction department
of the Illinois Central Railroad, finally being
transferred to that of Land Agent for the Southern section, in this capacity visiting different
parts of the State from one end of the main line
About 1854 he became associated
to the other.
with the management of "The Jonesboro Gazette,
a Democratic paper, which, during his connection with it (some two years), he made an
earnest opponent of the Kansas-Nebraska Bill.
At the Anti -Nebraska Editorial Convention
(which see), held at Decatur, Feb. 22, 1856, he
was appointed a member of their State Central
Committee, and, as such, joined in the call for the
first Republican State Convention, held at Bloomington in May following, where he served as
Vice-President for his District, and was nominated for Presidential Elector on the Fremont
ticket.
Two years later (1858) he was the
unsuccessful Republican candidate for Congress
in the Southern District, being defeated by John
A. Logan was again in the State Convention of
1860, and a delegate to the National Convention
which nominated Abraham Lincoln for President
the first time; was appointed by Mr. Lincoln
United States Marshal for the Southern District
in 1861, and re-appointed in 1865, but resigned
after Andrew Johnson's defection in 1866.
During 1862 Mr. Phillips became part proprietor of
"The State Journal" at Springfield, retaining
this relation until 1878, at intervals performing
editorial service; also took a prominent part in
organizing and equipping the One Hundred and
Ninth Regiment Illinois Volunteers (sometimes
called the "Phillips Regiment"), and, in 1865,
was one of the committee of citizens sent to
escort the remains of President Lincoln to
Springfield. He joined in the Liberal Republican
movement at Cincinnati in 1872, but, in 1876,
was in line with his former party associates, and
served in that year as an unsuccessful candidate
finally

;

'

'

;
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was appointed Secretary

for Congress, in the Springfield District, in oppo-

1812; in 1816

William M. Springer, early the following
year receiving the appointment of Postmaster
for the city of Springfield from President Hayes.

Territory, serving until the admission of Illinois

sition to

Died, at Springfield,

June

PHILLIPS, George

19, 1880.

S., author,

was born

at

Peterborough, England, in January, 1816 graduated at Cambridge, and came to the United
journalism. In 1845 he
States, engaging in
returned to England, and, for a time, was editor
of "The Leeds Times," still later being Principal
Returnof the People's College at Huddersfield.
ing to the United States, he came to Cook County,
and, about 1866-68, was a writer of sketches over
the nom de plume of "January Searle" for "The
;

—

later was literary editor
"The New York Sun" for several years. His
mind becoming impaired, he was placed in an
asylum at Trenton, N. J., finally dying at Morristown, N. J., Jan. 14, 1889. Mr. Phillips was the

Chicago Republican"

of

author of several volumes, chiefly sketches of
and biography.
PHILLIPS, Jesse J., lawyer, soldier and
jurist, was born in Montgomery County, 111.,
May 22, 1837. Shortly after graduating from the
Hillsboro Academy, he read law, and was
admitted to the bar in 1860. In 1861 he organized
a company of volunteers, of which he was
chosen Captain, and which was attached to the
Ninth Illinois Infantry. Captain Phillips was
successively advanced to the rank of Major,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Colonel; resigned on
account of disability, in August, 1864, but was
brevetted Brigadier-General at the close of the
war. His military record was exceptionally
brilliant
He was wounded three times at
Shiloh, and was personally thanked and complimented by Generals Grant and Oglesby for gallantry and efficient service.
At the termination
of the struggle he returned to Hillsboro and
engaged in practice. In 1866, and again in 1868,
he was the Democratic candidate for State TreasIn 1879 he
urer, but was both times defeated.
was elected to the bench of the Fifth Judicial
In 1890 he was
Circuit, and re-elected in 1885.
assigned to the bench of the Appellate Court of
the Fourth District, and, in 1893, was elected a
Justice of the Supreme Court, to fill the vacancy
created by the death of Justice John M. Scholfield,
his term expiring in 1897, when he was re-elected
Judge Phillips' present term
to succeed himself.
travel

Tennessee,
cation,

when he became

the

first

Supreme Court, serving

Chief Jusuntil July,

1822, when he resigned, being succeeded on the
bench by John Reynolds, afterwards Governor.
In 1822 he was a candidate for Governor in the
interest of the advocates of a pro-slavery amendment of the State Constitution, but was defeated
by Edward Coles, the leader of the anti-slavery
party. (See Coles, Edward, and Slavery and Slave
Laws.) He appears from the "Edwards Papers"
to have been in Illinois as late as 1832, but is
said eventually to have returned to Tennessee.
The date of his death is unknown.
PIANKESHAWS, THE, a branch of the Miami
tribe of Indians.
Their name, like those of their
brethren, underwent many mutations of orthog-

raphy, the tribe being referred to, variously, as
the "Pou-an-ke-kiahs," the "Pi-an-gie-shaws,"
the "Pi-an-qui-shaws, " and the "Py-an-keshaws. " They were les3 numerous than the

Weas, their numerical strength ranking lowest
among the bands of the Miamis. At the time La
Salle planted his colony around Starved Rock,
their warriors numbered 150. Subsequent to the
dispersion of this colony they (alone of the Miamis)
occupied portions of the present territory of Illinois, having villages on the Vermilion
and
Wabash Rivers. Their earliest inclinations
toward the whites were friendly, the French
traders having intermarried with women of the
tribe soon after the advent of the first explorers.
Col. George Rogers Clark experienced little
difficulty in securing their allegiance to the new
government which he proclaimed. In the sanguinary raids (usually followed by reprisals),
which marked Western history during the years
immediately succeeding the Revolution, the
Piankeshaws took no part yet the outrages, perpetrated upon peaceable colonists, had so stirred
the settlers' blood, that all Indians were included
in the general thirst for vengeance, and each was
unceremoniously dispatched as soon as seen. The
Piankeshaws appealed to Washington for protection, and the President issued a special proclamation in their behalf. After the cession of the
last remnant of the Miami territory to the United
States, the tribe was removed to a Kansas reservation, and its last remnant finally found a home
in Indian Territory.
(See also Miamis: Weas.
;

"PIASA BIRD," LEGEND OF THE. When

will expire in 1906.

PHILLIPS, Joseph,

as a State,
tice of the

of Illinois

was born in
and legal edu-

early jurist,

received a classical

and served as a Captain in the

War

of

the French explorers first descended the Upper
Mississippi River, they found some remarkable
figures depicted upon the face of the bluff, just
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the present city of Alton, which
wonder and continued to attract
interest long after the country was occupied by
the whites. The account given of the discovery by Marquette, who descended the river from

above the
excited

site of

their

and human remains are

said,

McAdams, the antiquarian

—and,

their arrows

follows:

figure on the face of the

a frightful look, red
a tiger, the face somewhat
like a man's, the body covered with scales, and
the tail so long that it twice makes the turn of
the body, passing over the head and down between the legs, ending at last in a fish's tail.
Green, red and black are the colors employed.
On the whole, these two monsters are so well
painted that we could not believe any Indian to
have been the designer, as good painters in
France would find it hard to do as well. Besides
this, they are painted so high upon the rock that
it is hard to get conveniently at them to paint
them." As the Indians could give no account of
the origin of these figures, but had their terror
even more excited at the sight of them than Marquette himself, they are supposed to have been
the work of some prehistoric race occupying the
country long before the arrival of the aborigines
whom Marquette and his companions found in
Illinois.
There was a tradition that the figures
were intended to represent a creature, part beast
and part bird, which destroyed immense numbers
of the inhabitants by swooping down upon them
from its abode upon the rocks. At last a chief is
said to have offered himself a victim for his
people, and when the monster made its appearance, twenty of his warriors, concealed near by,
discharged their arrows at it, killing it just
before it reached its prey. In this manner the
life of the chief was saved and his people were
preserved from further depreciations; and it was
to commemorate this event that the figure of the
bird" was painted on the face of the cliff on whose
summit the chief stood. This story, told in a
paper by Mr. John Russell, a pioneer author of
Illinois, obtained wide circulation in this country
and in Europe, about the close of the first
quarter of the present century, as the genuine
"Legend of the Piasa Bird." It is said, however,
that Mr. Russell, who was a popular writer of

on the head

eyes, bearded

fiction,

from

like a deer,
like

acknowledged that

his imagination.

it

Many

was drawn

largely

prehistoric

relics

William
have
and it seems

late

Alton, to

been found in caves in the vicinity,
a well authenticated fact that the Indians, when
passing the spot, were accustomed to discharge

the

mouth of the Wisconsin, in June, 1673, is as
"As we coasted along" (after passing
the mouth of the Illinois) "rocks frightful for
their height and length, we saw two monsters
painted on one of the rocks, which startled us at
first, and upon which the boldest Indian dare not
gaze long. They are as large as a calf, with horns

by the
of

their firearms

later,

cliff.

—

at the
Traces of this

celebrated pictograph were visible as late as 1840
have since been entirely quarried

to 1845, but

away.

PIATT COUNTY, organized in 1841, consisting of parts of Macon and Dewitt Counties. Its
area is 440 square miles population (1900), 17,706.
;

The

first

Commissioners were John Hughes,

W.

Bailey and E. Peck. John Piatt, after whose
family the county was named, was the first
Sheriff.
The North Fork of the Sangamon River
flows centrally through the county from northeast to southwest, and several lines of railroad
afford transportation for its products.
Its resources and the occupation of the people are
almost wholly agricultural, the surface being
level prairie

and the

soil fertile.
Monticello, the
has a population of about 1,700.
Other leading towns are Cerro Gordo (939) and

county-seat,

Bement

(1,129).

PICKETT, Thomas Johnson,

was

journalist,

born in Louisville, Ky., March 17, 1821; spent
six years (1830-36) in St. Louis, when his family

removed

to Peoria; learned the printer's trade in
the latter city, and, in 1840, began the publication of "The Peoria News," then sold out and
established "The Republican" (afterwards "The
Transcript") was a member of the Anti-Nebraska
Editorial Convention held at Decatur, Feb. 22,
1856, serving on the Committee on Resolutions,
and being appointed on the State Central Committee, which called the first Republican State
Convention, held at Bloomington, in May following, and was there appointed a delegate to the
National Convention at Philadelphia, which
;

nominated

General

Fremont

for

Later, he published papers at Pekin

President.

and Rock

Island, at the latter place being one of the first to

name Abraham Lincoln

for the Presidency

;

was

elected State Senator in 1860, and, in 1862, com-

missioned Lieutenant-Colonel of the Sixty -ninth
Illinois Volunteers, being transferred, as Colonel,
to the One Hundred and Thirty-second Illinois
(100-days' men), and serving at Camp Douglas
during the "Conspiracy" excitement. After the
war, Colonel Pickett removed to Paducah, Ky.,
published a paper there called "The Federal
Union." was appointed Postmaster, and, later,
Clerk of the United States District Court, and
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was the Republican nominee
District, in 1874.

Removing

for Congress, in that

to

Nebraska in

1879,

he at different times conducted several papers in
that State, residing for the most part at Lincoln.
Died, at Ashland, Neb., Dec. 24, 1891.
PIERSON, David, pioneer banker, was born at
Cazenovia, N. Y., July

removed west with
Louis, June 3, 1820.

9,

1806; at the age of 13

his parents, arriving at St.

The family soon

after set-

Madison County, 111., where
the father having died, they removed to the vicinity of Carrollton, Greene County, in 1821. Here
they opened a farm, but, in 1827, Mr. Pierson
went to the lead mines at Galena, where he remained a year, then returning to Carrollton. In
1834, having sold his farm, he began merchandising, still later being engaged in the pork and
grain trade at Alton. In 1854 he added the banktled near Collinsville,

ing business to his dry-goods trade at Carrollton,
also engaged in milling, and, in 1862-63, erected
a woolen factory, which was destroyed by an
incendiary fire in 1872. Originally an anti-slavery
Clay Whig, Mr. Pierson became a Republican on
the organization of that party in 1856, served for
a time as Collector of Internal Revenue, was a
delegate to the National Republican Convention
at Philadelphia in 1872, and a prominent candidate for the Republican nomination for Lieuten1876.
Of high integrity and
unswerving patriotism, Mr. Pierson was generous
in his benefactions, being one of the most liberal
contributors to the establishment of the Langston
School for the Education of Freed men at Holly

ant-Governor in

He died at
Springs, Miss., soon after the war.
Carrollton, May 8, 1891.— Oman (Pierson), a son
of the subject of this sketch, was a member of
the Thirty-second General Assembly (1881) from
Greene County, and is present cashier of the
Greene County National Bank at Carrollton.
PIGGOTT, Isaac N., early politician, was born
about 1792; served as an itinerant Methodist
preacher in Missouri and Illinois, between 1819

but finally located southwest of Jersey ville and obtained a license to run a ferry between Grafton and Alton; in 1828 ran as a
-candidate for the State Senate against Thomas
removed to St.
Carlin (afterwards Governor)

and

1824,

;

Louis, in 1858,

and died there

PIKE COUNTY,

in 1874.

situated in the western por-

between the Illinois and
Mississippi Rivers, having an area of 795 square
miles named in honor of the explorer, Capt.
The first American settlers came
Zebulon Pike
about 1820, and, in 1821, the county was organized, at first embracing all the country north and

tion of the State, lying

—
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west of the Illinois River, including the present
county of Cook. Out of this territory were finally
organized about one fourth of the counties of the
Coles' Grove (now Gilead, in Calhoun
State.
County) was the first county -seat, but the seat of
justice was removed, in 1824, to Atlas, and to

The surface is undulating, in
Pittsfield in 1833.
some portions is hilly, and diversified wuth praiLive-stock, cereals
ries and hardwood timber.
and hay are the staple products, while coal and
Niagara limestone are found in abundance.
Population (1890), 31,000; (1900), 31,595.
PIIjLSBURY, Nathaniel Joy, lawyer and
judge, was born in York County, Maine, Oct. 21,
1834; in 1855

removed

to Illinois, and, in 1858,

began farming in Livingston County. He began
the study of law in 1863, and, after admission to
the bar, commenced practice at Pontiac. He
represented La Salle and Livingston Counties in
the Constitutional Convention of 1869-70, and, in
1873, was elected to the bench of the Thirteenth
Judicial Circuit. He was re-elected in 1879 and
again in 1885. He was assigned to the bench of
the Appellate Court in 1877, and again in 1879

and

'85.

He was

severely

wounded by a shot

received from strikers on the line of the Chicago
& Alton Railroad, near Chicago, in 1886, resulting
in his being permanently disabled physically, in

consequence of which he declined a re-election to
the bench in 1891

PINCKNEYYILLE,

a city and the county-seat

of Perry County, situated at the intersection of

the Paducah Division Illinois Central and the
Wabash, Chester & Western Railways, 10 miles
Coal-mining is
west-northwest of Duquoin.
carried on in the immediate vicinity, and flour,
carriages, plows and dressed lumber are among
the manufactured products. Pinckneyville has
two banks— one of which is national two weekly
newspapers, seven churches, a graded and a high
school." Population (1880), 964; (1890), 1,298;

—

(1900), 2,357.

PITTSBURG, CINCINNATI,

CHICAGO

&

ST. LOUIS RAILROAD, one of the Pennsylvania Company's lines, operating 1,403 miles of
road, of which 1,090 miles are owned and the
remainder leased length of line in Illinois, 28
The Company is the outgrowth of a conmiles.

—

solidation, in 1890, of the Pittsburg, Cincinnati

&
&

Louis Railway with the Chicago, St. Louis
Pittsburg, the Cincinnati & Richmond and the
Jeffersonville, Madison & Indianapolis Railroads.
The Pennsylvania Railroad Company controls
St.

entire line through ownership of stock.
Capital stock outstanding, in 1898, $47,791,601;

the
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funded debt, $48,433,000; floating debt, §2,214,703
The
(History.)
—total capital §98,500,584.
Chicago, St. Louis & Pittsburg Railroad, embracing the Illinois division of this line, was made
up of various corporations organized under the
laws of Illinois and Indiana. One of its component parts was the Chicago & Great Eastern

—

Railway, organized, in 1865, by consolidation of
the Galena & Illinois River Railroad (chartered
in 1857), the Chicago & Great Eastern Railway
of Indiana, the Cincinnati & Chicago Air-Line
(organized 1860), and the Cincinnati, Logansport & Chicago Railway. In 1869, the consolidated line was leased to the Pittsburg, Cincinnati
St. Louis Railway Company, and operated
under the name of the Columbus, Chicago &
Indiana Central between Bradford, Ohio, and

&

Chicago, from 1869 until its consolidation, under
the present name, in 1890. (See Pennsylvania
Railroad.

PITTSBURG, FORT WAYNE & CHICAGO
RAILROAD. (See Pittsburg, Fort Wayne & Chicago Railway.)

PITTSBURG, FORT WAYNE & CHICAGO
RAILWAY. The total length of this line is
nearly 470 miles, but only a little over 16 miles
are within Illinois. It was operated by the Pennsylvania Railroad Company as lessee. The entire
capitalization in 1898 was §52,549,990; and the
earnings in Illinois, §472,228. (History.) The

Wayne & Chicago Railway is

the
result of the consolidation, August 1, 1856, of the
Ohio & Pennsylvania, the Ohio & Indiana and
the Fort Wayne & Chicago Railroad Companies,
under the name of the Pittsburg, Fort Wayne &
Chicago Railroad. The road was opened through
Pittsburg, Fort

Jan.

its entire length,

1,

1859

;

was

sold

under

reorganized under its present
title, in 1862, and leased to the Pennsylvania
Railroad Company, for 999 years, from July 1,
1869.
(See Pennsylvania Railroad.)
PITTS FIELD, the county-seat of Pike County,
situated on the Hannibal & Naples branch of the
Wabash Railway, about 40 miles southeast of
Quincy, and about the same distance south of
west from Jacksonville. Its public buildings
include a handsome court house and graded and
high school buildings. The city has an electric
light plant, city water- works, a flour mill, a
National and a State bank, nine churches, and
four weekly newspapers.
Pop. (1890), 2,295;
foreclosure in 1861

;

(1900), 2,293.

PLAINFIELD, a village of Will County, on the
& Eastern Railroad and an interur-

Elgin, Joliet

ban

electric line, 8 miles northwest of Joliet; is

has a bank and one newsPop. (1890), 852; (1900), 920.
PLANO, a city in Kendall County, situated
near the Fox River, and on the Chicago, Burling-

in a dairying section

;

paper.

ton & Quincy Railroad, 14 miles west- southwest
of Aurora. There are manufactories of agricultural implements and bedsteads. The city has
banks, several churches, graded and high schools,

and a weekly newspaper.
(1900), 1,634; "(1903,

est.'),

Pop.

(1890),

1,825;

2,250.

PLEASANT PLAINS, a village of Sangamon
County, on Springfield Division Baltimore & Ohio
S. W. Railroad, 16 miles northwest of Springfield; in rich farming region; has coal-shaft,
bank, five churches, college and two newspapers.
Population (1890), 518; (1900), 575.
PLEASANTS, George Washington,

jurist,

was

born in Harrodsburg, Ky., Nov. 24, 1823; received
a classical education at Williams College, Mass.,
graduating in 1842; studied law in New York
City, and was admitted to the bar at Rochester,
N. Y., in 1845, establishing himself in practice at

Williamstown, Mass., where he remained until
1849.
In 1851 he removed to Washington, D. C,
and, after residing there two years, came to Illinois, locating at Rock Island, which has since

been his home. In 1861 he was elected, as a
Republican, to the State Constitutional Convention

which met

January follow-

at Springfield in

ing, and, in 1867,

was chosen Judge

(now Tenth) Judicial

Circuit,

for the Sixth

having served by

successive re-elections until June, 1897, retiring
at the close of his fifth term— a record for length
of service seldom paralleled in the judicial history of the State. The last twenty years of this
period were spent on the Appellate bench. For

Judge Pleasants has been a
from failing eyesight, but has been faithful in attendance on his judicial duties.
As a
judicial officer and a man, his reputation stands

several years past
sufferer

among

the highest.

PLUMB,

Ralph, soldier and ex-Congressman,
Chautauqua County, N. Y., March 29,
1816.
After leaving school he became a merchant's clerk, and was himself a merchant for
eighteen years. From New Yrork he removed to
Ohio, where he was elected a member of the

was born

in

in 1855, later coming to Illinois.
During the Civil War he served four years in the
Union army as Captain and Quartermaster, being

Legislature

brevetted

Lieutenant-Colonel at

its

close.

He

made his home at Streator, where he was elected
Mayor (1881-1883). There he engaged in coalmining and has been connected with several
important enterprises. From 1885 to 1889 he
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represented the Eighth Illinois District in Congress, after which he retired to private life.

PLYMOUTH, a village of Hancock County, on
the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railway, 41
miles northeast of Quincy; is trade center of rich
farming district; has two banks, electric lights,
water-works, and one paper. Pop. (1900), 854.
POINTE DE SAIBLE, Jean Baptiste, a negro
and Indian-trader, reputed to have been the first
settler on the present site of the city of Chicago.
He is said to have been a native of San Domingo,
but is described by his contemporaries as "well
educated and handsome," though dissipated. He
appears to have been at the present site of Chicago as early as 1794, his house being located on
the north side near the junction of the North and
South branches of the Chicago River, where he
carried on a considerable trade with the Indians.
About 1796 he is said to have sold out to a French
trader named Le Mai, and joined a countryman
of his, named Glamorgan, at Peoria, where he died
soon after. Glamorgan, who was the reputed
owner of a large Spanish land-grant in the vicinity of St. Louis, is said to have been associated
with Point de Saible in trade among the Peorias,
before the latter came to Chicago.
POLO, a city in Ogle County, at intersection
of the Illinois Central and the Chicago, Burlington & Northern Railways, 23 miles south of Freeport
and 12 miles north of Dixon. The
surrounding region is devoted to agriculture and
stock-raising, and Polo is a shipping point for
large quantities of cattle and hogs.
Agricultural
implements (including harvesters) and buggies
are manufactured here. The city has banks, one
weekly and one semi-weekty paper, seven
churches, a graded public and high school, and a
public library.

Pop. (1890), 1,728; (1900), 1,869.
chief, born on
the

PONTIAC, an Ottawa

Ottawa River, in Canada, about 1720. While yet
a young man he became the principal Chief of
the allied Ottawas, O jibways and Pottawatomies.
He was always a firm ally of the French, to
whose interests he was devotedly attached,
defending them at Detroit against an attack of
the Northern tribes, and (it is generally believed)
leading the Ottawas in the defeat of Braddock.

He

reluctantly acquiesced

in the issue of

the

French and Indian War, although at first strongly
disposed to dispute the progress of Major Rogers,
the British officer sent to take possession of the
western forts. In 1762 he dispatched emissaries
to a large number of tribes, whom he desired to
unite in a league for the extermination of the
English. His proposals were favorably received,
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organized what is commonly
spoken of as the "Conspiracy of Pontiac." He
himself undertook to lead an assault upon Detroit.
The garrison, however, was apprised of his intention, and made preparations accordingly. Pontiac
thereupon laid siege to the fort, but was unable
to prevent the ingress of provisions, the Canadian
settlers furnishing supplies to both besieged and
Finally a
besiegers with absolute impartiality.
boat-load of ammunition and supplies was landed
at Detroit from Lake Erie, and the English made
an unsuccessful sortie on July 31, 1763. After a

and thus was

desultory

warfare,

lasting

for

nearly

three

months, the Indians withdrew into Indiana,
where Pontiac tried in vain to organize another
movement. Although Detroit had not been
taken, the Indians captured Forts Sandusky, St.
Joseph, Miami, Ouiatanon, LeBoeuf and Venango,
besides the posts of Mackinaw and Presque Isle.
The garrisons at all these points were massacred
and innumerable outrages perpetrated elsewhere.
Additional British troops were sent west, and
the Indians finally brought under control.
Pontiac was present at Oswego when a treaty was
signed with Sir William Johnson, but remained
implacable. His end was tragic. Broken in
heart, but still proud in spirit and relentless in
purpose, he applied to the former (and last)
French Governor of Illinois, the younger St.
Ange, who was then at St. Louis, for co-operation
and support in another raid against the British.
Being refused aid or countenance, according to a
story long popularly received, he returned to the
vicinity of Cahokia, where, in 1769, he was murdered by a Kaskaskia Indian in consideration of
a barrel of liquor. N. Matson, author of several
volumes bearing on early history in Illinois, citing Col. Joseph N. Bourassa, an educated halfbreed of Kansas, as authority for his statement,
asserts that the Indian killed at Cahokia was an
impostor, and that the true Pontiac was assassinated by Kineboo, the Head Chief of the Illinois,
in a council held on the Des Plaines River, near
the present site of Joliet. So well convinced, it
is said, was Pierre Chouteau, the St. Louis Indian
trader, of the truth of this last story, that he
caused a monument, which he had erected over
the grave of the false Pontiac, to be removed.
Out of the murder of Pontiac, whether occurring
at Cahokia or Joliet, it is generally agreed,
resulted the extermination of the Illinois and the
tragedy of "Starved Rock." (See Starved Rock.)
PONTIAC, an incorporated city, the countyIt stands on the
seat of Livingston County.
bank of the Vemillion River, and is also a point
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of the Chicago & Alton, the
the Illinois Central Railroads. It is
33 miles north-northeast from Bloomington and
93 miles south-southwest of Chicago. The surrounding region is devoted to agriculture, stockPontiac has four banks
raising and coal-mining.
and four weekly newspapers (two issuing daily-

of

intersection

Wabash and

numerous churches and good schools.
Various kinds of manufacturing are conducted,

editions),

among the principal establishments being flouring mills, three shoe factories, straw paper and
candy factories and a foundry. The State Reformatory for Juvenile Offenders is located here.
Pop. (1890), 2,784; (1900); 4,266.
POOL, Orvalj merchant and banker, was born
in Union County, Ky., near Shawneetcwn, 111.,
Feb. 17, 1809, but lived in Shawneetown from seven
years of age; in boyhood learned the saddler's
trade, but, in 1843, engaged in the dry-goods
business, J. McKee Peeples and Thomas S. Ridgway becoming his partners in 1846. In 1850 he
retired from the dry-goods trade and became an
extensive dealer in produce, pork and tobacco.
In 1871 he established the Gallatin County
National Bank, of which he was the first President.
Died, June 30, 1871.
POOLE, William Frederick, bibliographer,
librarian

and

historical

writer,

was born

at

Presidents of the International Conference of
Librarians, held in London in 1871. His advice

was much sought in relation to library architecture and management. He wrote much on topics
connected with his profession and on historical
subjects, frequently contributing to

American Review."

"The North

In 1874-75 he edited a

liter-

ary paper at Chicago, called "The Owl," and was
later a constant contributor to "The Dial." He
was President of the American Historical Society

and member

of State Historical Societies

and

of

other kindred associations.
POPE, Nathaniel, first Territorial Secretary of
Illinois,

Delegate in Congress and

jurist,

was born

at Louisville, Ky., in 1774; graduated with high

honor from Transylvania University, at LexingKy. read law with his brother, Senator John
Pope, and, in 1804, emigrated to New Orleans,
later living, for a time, at Ste. Genevieve, Mo. In
1808 he became a resident of Kaskaskia and, the
next year, was appointed the first Territorial
Secretary of Illinois. His native judgment was
strong and profound and his intellect quick and
far-reaching, while both were thoroughly trained
and disciplined by study. In 1816 he was elected
a Territorial Delegate to Congress, and proved
himself, not only devoted to the interests of his
constituents, but also a shrewd tactician. He was
ton,

,

Salem, Mass., Dec. 24, 1821, graduated from Yale
College in 1849, and, at the close of his sophomore
year, was appointed assistant librarian of his col-

largely instrumental in securing the passage of
the act authorizing the formation of a State

which owned a library of 10,000 volumes. Here he prepared and published the first
edition of his now famous "Index to Periodical
Literature." A second and enlarged addition
was published in 1853, and secured for its author
wide fame, in both America and Europe. In 1852
he was made Librarian of the Boston Mercantile
Library, and, from 1856 to 1869, had charge of the

efforts that the

Boston Athenaeum, then one of the largest libraries in the United States, which he relinquished
to engage in expert library work. He organized

cretia

lege society,

New England

and
towns, at the United States Naval Academy, and
the Cincinnati Public Library, finally becoming
libraries in

several

cities

Librarian of the latter institution. In October,
1873, he assumed charge of the Chicago Public
Library, then being organized, and, in 1887,
became Librarian of the Newberry Library,
organizing this institution and remaining at its

head until his death, which occurred, March 1,
1894.
The degree of LL.D. was conferred on him
by the Northwestern University in 1882. Dr.
Poole took a prominent part in the organization
of library associations, and was one of the Vice-

government, and it was mainly through his
northern boundary of Illinois was
fixed at lat. 42° 30' north, instead of the southern
bend of Lake Michigan. Upon the admission of
Illinois into the Union, he was made United
States Judge of the District, which then embraced
the entire State. This office he filled with digimpartiality and acceptability until his
the home of his daughter, Mrs. Lu-

nity,

death, at

Yeatman, in St. Louis, Mo., Jan. 23, 1850.
Pope County was named in his honor. Gen. John

was born in Louisgraduated at the United
States Military Academy, 1842, and appointed
brevet Second Lieutenant of Topographical
Engineers; served in Florida (1842-44), on the
(Pope), son of the preceding,

ville,

Ky. March
,

16,

1822

;

northeast boundary survey, and in the Mexican

War

being promoted First Lieutenant
Monterey and Captain at Buena
Vista.
In 1849 he conducted an exploring expedition in Minnesota, was in charge of topographical engineering service in New Mexico (1851-53),
and of the survey of a route for the Union Pacific
Railway (1853-59), meanwhile experimenting on
the feasibilitv of artesian wells on the "Staked
(1846-47),

for bravery at

HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.
Plains" in Northwestern Texas. He was a zealous friend of Abraham Lincoln in the political
campaign of 1SG0, and was court-martialed for
criticising the policy of President Buchanan, in a
paper read before a literary society in Cincinnati,
the proceedings being finally dropped on the
recommendation of the (then) Secretary of War,
In 1861 he was one of the officers
Jose2)h Holt.
detailed by the War Department to conduct Mr.
Lincoln to the capital, and, in May following,
was made Brigadier-General of Volunteers and
assigned to command in Missouri, where he performed valuable service in protecting railroad
communications and driving out guerrillas, gaining an important victory over Sterling Price at
Blackwater, in December of that year; in 1862
had command of the land forces co-operating
with Admiral Foote, in the expedition against
New Madrid and Island No. 10, resulting in the
capture of that stronghold with 6,500 prisoners,
125 cannon and 7,000 small arms, thereby winning a Major-General's commission. Later, having participated in the operations against Corinth,
he was transferred to command of the Army of
Virginia, and soon after commissioned Brigadier-General in the regular army. Here, being
forced to meet a greatly superior force under
General Lee, he was subjected to reverses which
led to his falling back on Washington and a
request to be relieved of his command. For failure to give him proper support, Gen. Fitzjohn

Porter was tried by court-martial, and, having
been convicted, was cashiered and declared forever disqualified from holding any office of trust
or profit under the United States Government
although this verdict was finally set aside and
Porter restored to the army as Colonel, by act of
Congress, in August, 1886. General Pope's subsequent service was performed chiefly against
the Indians in the Northwest, until 1865, when he
took command of the military division of Missouri, and, in June following, of the Department
of the Missouri, including all the Northwestern
States

and

from which he was
Later, he held command,

Territories,

relieved early in 1866.

under the Reconstruction Acts, in Georgia, Alabama and Florida (1867-68) the Department of the
Lakes (1868-70) Department of the Missouri (187084) and Department of the Pacific, from 1884 to
General Pope
his retirement, March 16, 1886.
published "Explorations from the Red River to
the Rio Grande" and "Campaigns in Virginia"
Died, at Sandusky, Ohio, Sept 23, 1892.
(1863).
POPE COUNTY, lies on the southern border of
the State, and contains an area of about 360
;

;

;
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—

square miles named in honor of Judge Nathaniel
Pope. It was erected in 1816 (two years before
the admission of Illinois as a State) from parts of
Gallatin and Johnson Counties. The county-seat
was first located at Sandsville, but later changed
to Golconda.
Robert Lacy, Benoni Lee and
Thomas Ferguson were the first Commissioners
Hamlet Ferguson was chosen Sheriff; John Scott,
Recorder Thomas C. Browne, Prosecuting- Attor;

ney,

and Samuel Omelveney, Treasurer.

The

highest land in Southern Illinois is in the northeastern part of this county, reaching an elevation

The bluffs along the Ohio River are
bold in outline, and the ridges are surmounted by
a thick growth of timber, notably oak and hickory. Portions of the bottom lands are submerged,
at times, during a part of the year and are
covered with cypress timber. The remains of
Indian mounds and fortifications are found, and
of 1,046 feet.

some interesting

relics

have been exhumed. Sand-

stone is quarried in abundance, and coal is found
here and there. Mineral springs (with copperas
as the chief ingredient) are numerous.

Iron

is

found in limited quantities, among the rocks
toward the south, while spar and kaolin clay are
found in the north. The chief agricultural
products are potatoes, corn and tobacco. Population (1890), 14,016; (1900), 13,585.

PORT BYRON, a village of Rock Island County,
on the Mississippi River and the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway, 16 miles above Rock
Island; has lime kilns, grain elevator, two banks,
academy, public schools, and a newspaper. Pop.
The (Illinois) Western Hospital for
(1900), 732.
the Insane is located at Wateitown, twelve miles
below Port Byron.

PORTER, (IJev.) Jeremiah, pioneer clergyman, was born at Hadley, Mass., in 1804; graduated from Williams College in 1825, and studied
theology at both Andover and Princeton semiThe
naries, graduating from the latter in 1831.
same year he made the (then) long and perilous
journey to Fort Brady, a military post at the
Sault Ste. Marie, where he began his work as a
missionary. In 1833 he came to Chicago, where
he remained for two years, organizing the First
Presbyterian Church of Chicago, with a membership of twenty-six persons.
Afterwards he had
pastoral charge of churches at Peoria and FarmWhile in Chicago he was married to
ington.
Miss Eliza Chappell, one of the earliest teachers
From 1840 to '58 he was located at
in Chicago.
Green Bay, Wis. accepting a call from a Chicago
Church in the year last named. In 1861 he was
commissioned Chaplain in the volunteer service
,
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by Governor Yates, and mustered out in 1865.
five years were divided between labors

The next

at Brownsville, Tex., in the service of the Sanitary Commission, and a pastorate at Prairie du

Chien. In 1870 he was commissioned Chaplain
in the regular army, remaining in the service
(with occasional leaves of absence) until 1882,

when he was retired from active service on
account of advanced age. His closing years were
spent at the homes of his children in Detroit and
Beloit; died at the latter city, July 25, 1893, at
the age of 89 years.
POSEY, ((Jen.) Thomas, Continental and
Revolutionary soldier, was born in Virginia, July
in 1774 took part in Lord Dunmore's expe9, 1750
dition against the Indians, and, later, in various
engagements of the Revolutionary War, being
part of the time under the immediate command
of Washington; was with General Wayne in the
assault on Stony Point and present at Cornwallis'
surrender at Yorktown also served, after the war,
with Wayne as a Brigadier-General in the Northwest Territory. Removing to Kentucky, he
served in the State Senate, for a time being
presiding officer and acting Lieutenant-Governor
later (1812), was elected United States Senator
;

;

from Louisiana, and, from 1813 to '16, served as
Governor of Indiana Died, at the
home of his son-in-law, Joseph M. Street, at
Shawneetown, 111. March 18, 1818, where he lies
At the time of his death General Posey
buried.
was serving as Indian Agent.
POST, Joel S., lawyer and soldier of the Mexican War; was born in Ontario (now Wayne)
County, N. Y, April 27, 1816; in 1828 removed
with his father to Washtenaw County, Mich.,
remaining there' until 1839, when he came to
Macon County, 111. The following year, he commenced the study of law with Judge Charles
Emmerson, of Decatur, and was admitted to the
bar in 1841. In 1846 he enlisted in the Mexican
War, and served as Quartermaster of the Fourth
Regiment (Col. E. D. Baker's) in 1856 was elected
Territorial

,

;

to the State Senate, and, at the following session,

was a leading supporter

of the measures

which

resulted in the establishment of the State Nor-

mal School at Bloomington. Capt. Post's later
years were spent at Decatur, where he died,
June 7, 1886.
POST, Philip Sidney, soldier and Congressman, was born at Florida, Orange County, N. Y.,
March 19, 1833; at the age of 22 graduated from
Union College, studied law at Poughkeepsie Law
School, and, removing to Illinois, was admitted
At the outbreak of the Civil
to the bar in 1856

War he enlisted, and was commissioned Second
Lieutenant in the Fifty-ninth Illinois Volunteers.
He was a gallant, fearless soldier, and was repeatedly promoted for bravery and meritorious
service, until he attained the rank of brevet
Brigadier-General.

He

participated

in

many

important battles and was severely wounded at
Pea Ridge and Nashville. In 1865 he was in command in Western Texas. After the close of the
war he entered the diplomatic service, being
appointed Consul-General to Austria-Hungary
in 1874, but resigned in 1879, and returned to his
home in Galesburg. From 1882 to 1886 he was a
member of the Republican State Central Committee, and, during 1886, was Commander of the

Department of Illinois, G. A. R. He was elected
from the Tenth District on the Republican ticket in 1886, serving continuously by reelection until his death, which occurred in
Washington, Jan. 6, 1895.
to Congress

POST, Truman Marcellns, D.D., clergyman,
was born at Middlebury, Vt. June

gradu3, 1810
ated at Middlebury College in 1829, was Principal
of Castleton Academy for a year, and a tutor at
,

;

Middlebury two years, meanwhile studying law.
After a winter spent in Washington, listening to
the orators of the time in Congress and before the
Supreme Court, including Clay, Webster, Wirt
and their contemporaries, he went west in 1833,
first visiting St. Louis, but finally settling at
Jacksonville, 111., where he was admitted to the
bar, but soon after accepted the Professorship of
Classical Languages in Illinois College, and
later that of History then began the study of
theology, was ordained in 1840, and assumed the
pastorship of the Congregational Church in Jacksonville.
In 1847 he was called to the pastorate
of the Third Presbyterian Church of St. Louis,
and, in 1851, to the First Congregational Church,
of which the former furnished the nucleus.
For
a year or two after removing to St. Louis, he
continued his lectures on history at Illinois College for a short period each year also held the
professorship of Ancient and Modern History in
;

;

Washington University, in St. Louis; in 1873-75
was Southworth lecturer on Congregationalism
in Andover Theological Seminary and, for several years, Professor of Ecclesiastical History in

Chicago

Theological Seminary. His splendid
his noble style of oratory caused
him to be much sought after as a public lecturer
or platform speaker at college commencements,
while his purity of life and refinement of chai aoter attracted to him all with whom he came in
personal contact. He received the degree of
diction

and

-
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D.D. from Middlebury College in 1855; was a frequent contributor to "The Biblical Repository"

Maumee.

and other religious publications, and, besides
numerous addresses, sermons and pamphlets, he
was the author of a volume entitled "The Skeptical Era in Modern History" (New York, 1856).

took part in the conspiracy of Pontiac
and reduce the British posts, and
were so influenced by Tecumseh and the Prophet
that a considerable number of their warriors fought against General Harrison at Tippecanoe. During the War of 1812 they actively
supported the British. They were also prominent
at the Chicago massacre.
Schoolcraft says of
them, "They were foremost at all treaties where
lands were to be ceded, clamoring for the lion's
share of all presents and annuities, particularly
where these last were the price paid for the sale
of other lands than their own." The Pottawatomies were parties to the treaties at Chicago in
1832 and 1833, and were among the last of the
tribes to remove beyond the Mississippi, their
final emigration not taking place until 1838.
In
1846 the scattered fragments of this tribe coalesced
with those of the Chippewas and Ottavvas, and
formed the Pottawatomie nation. They ceded all
their lands, wherever located, to the United States,
for §850,000, agreeing to accept 576,000 acres in

He

resigned his pastorate in January, 1882, but
continued to be a frequent speaker, either in the
pulpit or on the lecture platform, nearly to the
period of his death, which occurred in St. Louis,
Dec. 31, 1886. For a quarter of a century he was
one of the Trustees of Monticello Female Seminary, at Godfrey, 111., being, for a considerable
portion of the time, President of the Board.
POTTAWATOMIES, THE, an Indian tribe,

one of the three subdivisions of the Ojibwas (or
Ojibbeways), who, in turn, constituted a numerother
ous family of the Algonquins. The
branches were the Ottawa and the Chippewas.
The latter, however, retained the family name,
and hence some writers have regarded the "Ojibbeways" and the "Chippewas" as essentially
This interchanging of names has been
identical.
a prolific source of error. Inherently, the distinction was analogous to that existing between
genus and species, although a confusion of
nomenclature has naturally resulted in errors
more or less serious. Tnese three tribes early
separated, the Pottawatomies going south from
Green Bay along the western shore of Lake
Michigan. The meaning of the name is, "we are
making afire," and the word is a translation into
the Pottawatomie language of the name first
given to the tribe by the Miamis. These Indians
were tall, fierce and haughty, and the tribe was
divided into four branches, or clans, called by
signify, respectively, the golden
Accordcarp, the tortoise, the crab and the frog.

names which

ing to the "Jesuit Relations," the Pottawatomies
were first met by the French, on the north of
Lake Huron', in 1639-40. More than a quarter of
a century later (1666) Father Allouez speaks of
them as dwellers on the shores of Lake Michigan.

The same Father described them as idolatrous
and polygamous, yet as possessing a rude civility
and as being kindly disposed toward the French.
This friendship continued unbroken until the
expulsion of the latter from the Northwest.
About 1678 they spread southward from Green
Bay to the head of Lake Michigan, a portion of
the tribe settling in Illinois as far south as the
Kankakee and Illinois Rivers, crowding the
Winnebagoes and the Sacs and Foxes on the west,
and advancing, on the east, into the country of
the Miamis as far as the Wabash and the

They fought on the side of the
French in the French and Indian War, and

later

to capture

Kansas

in lieu of $87,000 of this

amount. Through

the rapacity and trespasses of white settlers, this
reservation was soon dismembered, and the lands
passed into other hands. In 1867, under an enabling act of Congress, 1,400 of the nation (then
estimated at 2,500) became citizens. Their present location is in the southeastern part of Okla-

homa.

POWELL, John

Wesley, Ph.D., LL.D., geolo-

and anthropologist, was born at Mount Morris
N. Y., March 24, 1834, the son of a Methodist
gist

itinerant preacher, passing his early life at various places in Ohio, Wisconsin and Illinois studied
;

time in Illinois College (Jacksonville), and
subsequently in Wheaton College, but, in 1854,
began a special course at Oberlin, Ohio, teaching
for a

Having a

predi-

lection for the natural sciences, he spent

much

at intervals in public schools.

time in making collections, which he placed in
various Illinois institutions. Entering the army
in 1861 as a private of the Twentieth Illinois
Volunteers, he later became a Captain of the
Second Illinois Artillery, being finally promoted
Major.

He

lost his right

arm

at the battle of

Shiloh, but returned to his regiment as soon as
sufficiently recovered, and continued in active

In 1865 he became
Professor of Geology and Curator of the Museum

service to the close of the war.

Wesleyan University at Bloomington,
but resigned to accept a similar position in the
State Normal University. In 1867 he began his
in Illinois
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work in connection with science by
leading a class of pupils to the mountains of
Colorado for the study of geology, which he followed, a year later, by a more thorough survey of
greatest

the canon of the Colorado River than had ever
before been attempted. This led to provision by
Congress, in 1870, for a topographical and geological survey of the Colorado and its tributaries,
which was appropriately placed under his direcLater, he was placed in charge of the
tion.
Bureau of Ethnology in connection with the
Smithsonian Institute, and, again in 1881, was
assigned to the directorship of the United States
Geological Survey, later becoming Director of the
Bureau of Ethnology, in connection with the
Smithsonian Institute in "Washington City,
where (1899) he still remains. In 1886 Major
Powell received the degree of Ph.D. from Heidelberg University, and that of LL.D. from Harvard the same year. He is also a member of the
leading scientific associations of the country,
while his reports and addresses fill numerous
volumes issued by the Government.

POWELL,
facturer,

William Henry, soldier and manuin South Wales, May 10, 1825

was born
America

was educated in the
common schools of Tennessee, and (1850-61) was
manager of a manufacturing company at Ironton, Ohio; in 1861, became Captain of a West
Virginia cavalry company, and was advanced

came

to

in 1830,

through the grades of Major, Lieutenant-Colonel
and Colonel was wounded while leading a charge
at Wytheville, Va., left on the field, captured and
confined in Libby Prison six months. After exchange he led a cavalry division in the Army of
the Shenandoah; was made Brigadier-General in
;

October, 1804; after the war settled in West Virginia, and was a Republican Presidential Elector
He is now at the head of a nail mill and
in 1868.

foundry in

Belleville,

Grand Army

and was Commander of the
Department

of tlie Republic for the

of Illinois during 1895-96.

PRAIRIE CITY,

a

village

in

McDonough

County, on the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy
Railroad, 23 miles southwest from Galesburg anil
17 miles northeast of Macomb; lias a carriage
factory, flour mill, elevators,

lumber and stock
and two

yards, a nursery, a bank, four churches

weekly papers.

Pop

(1890), 812; (1900), 818.

PRAIRIE RU PONT,

(in
English, Bridge
an early French settlement, one mile
south of Cahokia. It was commenced about 1760,
located on the banks of a creek, on which was
the first mill, operated by water-power, in that
section, having been erected by missionaries

Prairie),

lllil

from

In 1765 the village
St. Sulpice, in 1754.
contained fourteen families. In 1844 it was
inundated and nearly destroyed.

PRAIRIE du ROCHER, (in English, Prairie of
the Rock), an early French village in what is
now Monroe County, which began to spring up
near Fort Chartres (see Fort Chartres), and by
1722 had grown to be a considerable settlement.
It stood at the foot of the Mississippi bluffs, about
four miles northeast ,of the fort. Like other
French villages in
priest, its

common

had its church and
and commons. Many of

Illinois, it

field

the houses were picturesque cottages built of
limestone. The ancient village is now extinct;
yet, near the outlet of a creek which runs through
the bluff, may be seen the vestiges of a water mill,
said to have been erected by the Jesuits during
the days of French occupation.
PRENTICE, William S., Methodist Episcopal
clergyman, was born in St. Clair County, 111., in
1819; licensed as a Methodist preacher in 1849,
and filled pastorates at Paris, Danville, Carlinville, Springfield, Jacksonville and other places
the latter part of his life, serving as Presiding
Elder was a delegate to the General Conference
of 1860, and regularly re-elected from 1872 to the
end of his life. During the latter part of his life
;

home was in Springfield. Died, June 28, 1887.
PRENTISS, Renjamin Mayberry, soldier, was

his

born at Belleville,

Wood

County, Va., Nov.

23,

accompanied his parents to Missouri, and, in 1841, removed to Quincy, 111., where
he learned a trade, afterwards embarking in the
commission business. In 1844-45 he was Lieuten1819;

in 1835

ant of a company sent against the Mormons at
Nauvoo, later serving as Captain of Volunteers in
the Mexican War. In 1860 he was an unsuccessful Republican candidate for Congress; at the
outbreak of the Civil War tendered his services
to Governor Yates, and was commissioned Colonel
of the Tenth Illinois Volunteers, was almost
immediately promoted to Brigadier-General and
placed in command at Cairo, so continuing until
relieved by General Grant, in September, 1861.
At the battle of Shiloh, in April following, he
was captured with most of his command, after a
most vigorous fight with a superior rebel force,
but, in 1862, was exchanged and brevetted MajorGeneral of Volunteers. He was a member of the
court-martial that tried Gen. Fitzjohn Porter,
and, as commander at Helena, Ark., defeated the
Confederate Generals Holmes and Price on July
1863.
He resigned his commission, Oct. 28,
3,
1863.
In 1869 he was appointed by President
Grant Pension Agent at Quincy, serving four
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dence

At present
is

(1898)

at Bethany,

General Prentiss'

resi-

Mo., where he served as

Postmaster, during the administration of President Benjamin Harrison, and was reappointed by
Died Feb. 8, 1901.
President McKinley.

PRESIDENTIAL ELECTORS.
PRESBYTERIAN HOSPITAL,

(See Elections.)
located at Chi
cago, was organized in 1883 by a number of
wealthy and liberal Presbyterians, "for the purpose of affording medical and surgical aid to sick

and disabled persons, and to provide them, while
inmates of the hospital, with the ministrations
of the gospel, agreeably to the doctrines and
forms of the Presbyterian Church, " Rush Medical College offered a portion of its ground as a site
(see Rush Medical College), and through generous
building was
a well-planned
subscriptions,
erected, capable of accommodating about 250
patients. A corridor connects the college and
The medical staff comprises
hospital buildings.
eighteen of Chicago's best known physicians and
surgeons.

PRESBYTERIANS, THE. The

first

Presby-

terian society in Illinois was organized by Rev.
James McGready, of Kentucky, in 1810, at

Sharon, "White County. Revs. Samuel J. Mills
also Presbyterians, had visited
the State in 1814, as representatives of the Massachusetts Missionary Society, but had formed no
The members of the Sharon church
society.
were almost all immigrants from the South, and
were largely of Scotch-Irish extraction. Two
other churches were established in 1819 one at
Shoal Creek, Bond County, and the other at
Edwardsville. In 1825 there were but three
Presbyterian ministers in Illinois Revs. Stephen
Ten years
Bliss, John Brich and B. F. Spilman.
later there were 80 churches, with a membership
In 1880 the number of
of 2,500 and 00 ministers.

and Daniel Smith,

—

—

churches had increased to 487; but, in 1890, (as
shown by the United States census) there were
less.
In the latter year there were 405 ministers
and 52,945 members. The Synod of Illinois is the
highest ecclesiastical court of the denomination
in the State, and, under its jurisdiction, the
church maintains two seminaries: one (the McCormick) at Chicago, and the other (the Blackburn University) at Carlinville. The organ of
the denomination is "The Interior," founded by
Cyrus H. McCormick, and published weekly at
Chicago, with William C. Gray as editor. The
Illinois Synod embraced within its jurisdiction
(1895) eleven Presbyteries, to which were attached
483 churches, 464 ministers and a membership of
63,247.
(See also Religious Denominations.)

PRICKETT, Abraham,
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pioneer merchant,

came

was

Madison
Country, 111., in 1808; was employed for a time in
the drug business in St. Louis, then opened a
store at Edwardsville, where, in 1813, he received
from the first County Court of Madison County,
a license to retail merchandise. In 1 818, he served
as one of the three Delegates from Madison
County to the Convention which framed the first
born

near

Lexington,

Ky.,

to

State Constitution, and, the same year, was
elected a Representative in the First General

Assembly; was also Postmaster of the town of
Edwardsville for a number of years. In 1825 he
removed to Adams County and laid out an addition to the city of Quincy; was also engaged
there in trade with the Indians. In 1836, while
engaged on a Government contract for the removal of snags and other obstructions to the navigation of

— George

Red

River, he died at Natchitoches, La.

TV. (Prickett) a son of the preceding,

and afterwards a citizen of Chicago, is said to
have been the first white child born in Edwardsville.
Isaac (Prickett), a brother of Abraham,
came to St. Louis in 1815, and to Edwardsville in
1818, where he was engaged in mercantile business with his brother and, later, on his own
account. He held the offices of Postmaster, Pub-

—

lic
Administrator, Quartermaster-General of
State Militia, Inspector of the State Penitentiary,
and, from 1838 to '42, was Receiver of Public
Moneys at Edwardsville, dying in 1844.

PRICKETT,

David, pioneer lawyer, was born

in Franklin County, Ga., Sept. 21, 1800; in early

childhood was taken by his parents to Kentucky
and from there to Edwardsville, 111. He graduated from Transylvania University, and, in 1821,
began the practice of law was the first Supreme
Court Reporter of Illinois, Judge of the Madison
County Probate Court, Representative in the
General Assembly (1826-28), Aid-de-Camp to
General Whiteside in the Black Hawk War,
;

State's Attorney for Springfield Judicial Circuit
(1837),

Treasurer of the Board of Canal Commis-

Bank of Illinois (1842), Clerk of the House of Representatives
for ten sessions and Assistant Clerk of the same

sioners (1840), Director of the State

at the time of his death,

March

1,

1847.

PRINCE, David,

physician and surgeon, was
born in Brooklyne, Windham County, Conn.,
June 21, 1816; removed with his parents to
Canandaigua, N. Y., and was educated in the
academy there began the study of medicine in
the College of Physicians and Surgeons in New
York, finishing at the Ohio Medical College, Cin;

cinnati,

where he was associated, for a year and a
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half,

with the celebrated surgeon, Dr. Muzzy.

In

came to Jacksonville, 111., and, for two
was Professor of Anatomy in the Medical

1843 he
years,

Department of Illinois College; later, spent five
years practicing in St. Louis, and lecturing on
surgery in the St. Louis Medical College, when,
returning to Jacksonville in 1852, he established
himself in practice there, devoting special attention to surgery, in which he had already won a
wide reputation. During the latter part of the
Civil War he served, for fourteen months, as
Brigade Surgeon in the Army of the Potomac,
and, on the capture of a portion of his brigade,
voluntarily surrendered himself that he might
attend the captives of his command in Libby
Prison. After the close of the war he was
employed for some months, by the Sanitary Commission, in writing a medical history of the war.

He

visited Europe twice, first in 1881 as a delegate to the International Medical Congress in
London, and again as a member of the Copenhagen Congress of 1884 at each visit making
careful inspection of the hospitals in London,
Paris, and Berlin.
About 1867 he established a
Sanitarium in Jacksonville for the treatment of
surgical cases and chronic diseases, to which he
gave the closing years of his life. Thoroughly
devoted to his profession, liberal, public-spirited
and sagacious in the adoption of new methods, he
stood in the front rank of his profession, and his
death was mourned by large numbers who had
received the benefit of his ministrations without
money and without price. He was member of
a number of leading professional associations,

—

besides local

literary

and

social organizations.

PRINCE, Edward,

lawyer, was born at
8,

West
1832;

attended school at Payson, 111., and Illinois College, Jacksonville, graduating from the latter in
1852 studied law at Quincy, and after admission
to the bar in 1853, began dealing in real estate.
In 1861 he offered his services to Governor Yates,
was made Captain and Drill-master of cavalry
and, a few months later, commissioned Lieutenant-Colonel of the Seventh Illinois Cavalry, taking part, as second in command, in the celebrated
"Grierson raid" through Mississippi, in 1863,
serving until discharged with the rank of Colonel
of his regiment, in 1864. After the war he gave
considerable attention to engineering and the
construction of a system of water-works for the
city of Quincy, where he now resides.
PRINCE, George W., lawyer and Congressman,
born in Tazewell County, 111., March 4, 1854; was
;

;

November,

1898.

PRINCETON,

a city and the county-seat of
Bureau County, on the Chicago, Burlington &
Quincy Railroad, 22 miles west -south west of
Mendota, and 104 miles west-southwest of Chi-

has a court house, gas-works, electric
graded and high schools, numerous
churches, three newspapers and several banks.
Coal is mined five miles east, and the manufactures include flour, carriages and farm implements. Pop. (1890), 3,396; (1900), 4,023. Princeton is populated with one of the most intelligent
and progressive communities in the State. It
was the home of Owen Love joy during the greater
cago;

lights,

part of his

life in Illinois.

PRINCETON & WESTERN RAILWAY.

(See

& Northwestern

Railway.)
PRINCEVILLE, a village of Peoria County, on
the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe and the Rock
Island & Peoria Railways, 22 miles northwest of
Peoria; is a trade center for a prosperous agriculPopulation (1890), 641; (1900), 735
tural region.
PROPHETSTOWN, a town in Whiteside
County, on Rock River and the Fulton Branch
of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad, 45
miles northwest of Mendota; has some manuPop.
factures, three banks and two newspapers.

Chicago

Died, at Jacksonville, Dec. 19, 1889.

Bloomfield, Ontario County, N. Y., Dec.

educated in the public schools and at Knox College, graduating from the latter in 1878.
He
then studied law and was admitted to the bar in
1880; was elected City Attorney of Galesburg the
following year served as chairman of the Knox
County Eepublican Central Committee in 1884,
and, in 1888, was elected Representative in the
General Assembly and re-elected two years later.
In 1892 he was the Republican nominee for
Attorney-General of the State of Illinois, but was
defeated with the rest of the State ticket; at
a special election, held in April, 1895, he was
chosen Representative in Congress from the
Tenth District to fill the vacancy caused by the
death of Col. Philip Sidney Post, which had
occurred in January preceding. In common with
a majority of his colleagues, Mr. Prince was
re-elected in 1896, receiving a plurality of nearly
16,000 votes, and was elected for a third term in

(1890), 694; (1900), 1,143.

PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION.

(See

Minority Representation.

PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH. The
pioneer Episcopal clergyman in this State was the
Rt. Rev. Philander Chase, who was made Bishop
of Illinois in 1835, and was the founder of Jubilee College.
(See Chase, Rev. Philander.) The
State at present is organized under the provincial

HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.
system, the province comprising the dioceses of
Chicago, Quincy and Springfield. At its head
(1898) is the Rt. Rev. William E. McLaren, Bishop
Rev. George F. Seymour of Springof Chicago.
field is Bishop of the Springfield Diocese, with
C. R. Hale, Coadjutor at Cairo, and Rev. Alexander Burgess, Bishop of the Quincy Diocese, with
residence at Peoria. The numerical strength of
the church in Illinois is not great, although
between 1880 and 1890 its membership was almost
doubled. In 1840 there were but eighteen
parishes, with thirteen clergymen and a member-

ship of 267.

By

increased to

89,

1880 the

number

of parishes

had

there being 127 ministers and

communicants. The United States Census
showed the following figures: Parishes,
Total
197; clergymen, 150, membership, 18,609.
contributions (1890) for general church and mis9,842

of 1890

sion work, §373,798.

The chief educational

tution of the denomination in the West
Western Theological Seminary at Chicago.

insti-

is

the
(See

also Religious Denominations.)

PRYOR, Joseph Everett, pioneer and early
steamboat captain, was born in Virginia, August
the son of a non-commissioned officer of
10, 1787
the Revolution, who emigrated to Kentucky about
1790 and settled near Louisville, which was then
a fort with some twenty log cabins. In 1813 the
son located where Golconda, Pope County, now
stands, and early in life adopted the calling of a
boatman, which he pursued some forty years.
At this time he held a commission as a "Falls
Pilot," and piloted the first steamer that ascended
the Ohio River from New Orleans. During his
long service no accident happened to any steamer
for which he was responsible, although the MisHe owned and
sissippi then bristled with snags.
commanded the steamer Telegraph, which was
sunk, in 1835, by collision with the Duke of
Orleans on the Mississippi, but, owing to his presence of mind and the good discipline of his crew,
no lives were lost. The salient features of his
character were a boundless benevolence manifested to others, and his dauntless courage, displayed not only in the face of dangers met in his
career as a boatman, but in his encounters with
robbers who then infested portions Of Southern
Illinois.
He had a reputation as a skillful pilot
and popular commander not excelled by any of

—

his contemporaries.

County, Oct.

5.

He

home

in

Pope

one daughter,

now

died, at his

1851, leaving

Mrs. Cornelia P. Bozraan, of Cairo,

111.

PUBLIC INSTRUCTION, SUPERINTENDENTS OF. (See Superintendents of Public
Instruction.)
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PUtiH, Isaac C, soldier, was born in Christian
County, Ky., Nov. 23, 1805; came to Illinois, in
1821, with his father, who first settled in Shelby
County, but, in 1829, removed to Macon County,
where the subject of this sketch resided until his
death, at Decatur, Nov. 14, 1874. General Pugh
served in three wars first in the Black Hawk
War of 1832 then, with the rank of Captain and
Field Officer in the Fourth Regiment Illinois
Volunteers (Col. E. D. Baker's) in the war with
Mexico, and, during the Civil War, entering upon
the latter as Colonel of the Forty-first Illinois
Volunteer Infantry, in September, 1861, and
being mustered out with the rank of full Brigadier-General in August, 1864, when his regiment
was consolidated with the Fifty-third. He took
part with his regiment in the battles of Fort
Donelson and Shiloh, and in the operations
around Vicksburg, being wounded at the latter.
In the year of his retirement from the army
(1864) he was elected a Representative in the
Twenty-fourth General Assembly, and, the following year, was chosen County-Clerk of Macon
County, serving four years.
PUfcrH, Jonathan H., pioneer lawyer, was born
in Bath County, Ky., came to Bond County, 111.,
finally locating at Springfield in 1823, and being
the second lawyer to establish himself in practice
in that city. He served in the Third, Fifth,
Sixth and Seventh General Assemblies, and was
defeated for Congress by Joseph Duncan (afterwards Governor), in 1831. Died, in 1833. Mr.
Pugh is described by his contemporaries as a man
of brilliant parts, an able lawyer and a great wit.
PULASKI COUNTY, an extreme southern
county and one of the smallest in the State,
bordering on the Ohio River and having an area
of 190 square miles and a population (1900), of

—

;

It was cut off from Alexander County in
and named in honor of a Polish patriot who
had aided the Americans during the Revolution.
The soil is generally rich, and the surface varied
with much low land along the Cache and the Ohio
Rivers. Wheat, corn and fruit are the principal
crops, while considerable timber is cut upon the
bottom lands. Mound City is the county-seat
and was conceded a population, by the census of
Only the lowest, barren portion of
1890, of 2,550.
the carboniferous formation extends under the
soil, the coal measures being absent.
Traces of
iron have been found and sulphur and copperas

14,554.

1843,

springs abound.

PULLMAN, a former suburb (now a part of
the South Division) of the city of Chicago, 13.8
miles south of the initial station of the Illinois
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Central Railroad. The Pullman Palace Car Company began the erection of buildings here in 1880,
and, on the 1st of January, 1881, the first family
settled in the future manufacturing city. Within
the next few years, it became the center of the
largest manufacturing establishments in the
country, including the Pullman Car Works, the
Allen Paper Car Wheel Works and extensive

forging works, employing thousands of
mechanics. Large numbers of sleeping and dining cars, besides ordinary passenger coaches and
freight cars, were manufactured here every year,
not only for use on the railroads of the United
steel

but for foreign countries as well. The
for the late George M. Pullman,
the founder of the car-works, and was regarded
as a model city, made up of comfortable homes
erected by the Palace Car Company for the use of
It was well supplied with schoolits employes.
houses, and churches, and a public library was
established there and opened to the public in
1883.
The town was annexed to the city of ChiStates,

town was named

cago in

1890.

PULLMAN,

George Mortimer, founder of the
Pullman Palace Car Company, was born at Brocton, N. Y., March 3, 1831, enjoyed ordinary educational advantages in his boyhood and, at
fourteen years of age, obtained employment as a
but a year later joined his brother in the
cabinet-making business at Albion. His father,
who was a house-builder and house-mover, having died in 1853, young Pullman assumed the
responsibility of caring for the family and, havclerk,

ing secured a contract for raising a number of
buildings along the Erie Canal, made necessary
by the enlargement of that thoroughfare, in this
way acquired some capital and experience which
was most valuable to him in after years. Coming to Chicago in 1859, when the work of raising
the grade of the streets in the business portion of
the city had been in progress for a year or two,
he found a new field for the exercise of his
inventive skill, achieving some marvelous transformations in a number of the principal business
blocks in that part of the city. As early as 1858,
Mr. Pullman had had his attention turned to
devising some means for increasing the comforts
of night-travel upon railways, and, in 1859, he
remodeled two old day-coaches into a species of
sleeping-cars, which were used upon the Alton
Road. From 1860 to 1863 he spent in Colorado
devoting his engineering skill to mining; but
returning to Chicago the latter year, entered
upon his great work of developing the idea of the
sleeping-car into

practical

reality.

The

first

car was completed and received the name of the
"Pioneer." This car constituted a part of the
funeral train which took the remains of Abraham
Lincoln to Springfield, 111. after his assassination
The development of the "Pullin April, 1865.
man palace sleeping-car," the invention of the
,

dining-car, and of vestibule trains, and the building up of the great industrial town which bears
his name, and is now a part of the city of Chicago, constituted a work of gradual development
which resulted in some of the most remarkable
achievements in the history of the nineteenth
century, both in a business sense and in promoting the comfort and safety of the traveling pubconditions of
lic, as well as in bettering the
workingmen. He lived to see the results of his
inventive genius and manufacturing skill in use
upon the principal railroads of the United States
and introduced upon a number of important lines
Mr. Pullman was identified with
in Europe also.
a number of other enterprises more or less closely
related to the transportation business, but the
Pullman Palace Car Company was the one with
which he was most closely connected, and by
which he will be longest remembered. He was
also associated with some of the leading educational and benevolent enterprises about the city
of Chicago, to which he contributed in a liberal
manner during his life and in his will. His
death occurred suddenly, from heart disease, at
his home in Chicago, Oct. 19, 1897.

PURPLE, Norman H., lawyer and jurist, was
born in Litchfield County, Conn., read law and
was admitted to the bar in Tioga County, Pa.,
settled at Peoria, 111., in 1836, and the following
year was appointed Prosecuting Attorney for the
Ninth Judicial District, which then embraced
the greater portion of the State east of Peoria.
In 1844 he was a Presidential Elector, and, in
1845, Governor Ford appointed him a Justice of
the Supreme Court, vice Jesse B. Thomas, Jr.,
who had resigned. As required by law, he at the
same time served as Circuit Judge, his district
embracing all the counties west of Peoria, and
his home being at Quincy.
After the adoption of
the Constitution of 1848 he returned to Peoria and
resumed practice. He compiled the Illinois

Statutes relating to real property, and, in 1857,
made a compilation of the general laws, generally

known

to the legal profession as the "Purple

He subsequently undertook to comand arrange the laws passed from 1857 to '63,
and was engaged on this work when overtaken
by death, at Chicago, Aug 9, 1863. He was a
member of the Constitutional Convention of 1862,
Statutes."

pile
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and, during the last ten years of his
nent at the Chicago bar.

life,

promi-

Sabin D., judge and author,
was born in Miami County, Ohio, Sept. 28, 1834;
at 8 years of age removed with his parents to Tazewell County, 111 settled in Pekin in 1853, where
he read law, and was admitted to the bar in 1856.
At the outbreak of the rebellion he was commissioned, by Governor Yates, Major of the Eleventh
Illinois Cavalry, and took part in numerous
engagements in Western Tennessee and Mississippi, including the battles of Shiloh and Corinth.
Eesigning his commission in 1862, he took up his
residence at Peoria, where he resumed practice
and began the preparation of his first legal work
"Common Law Pleading and Practice." In
1864 he formed a partnership with Col. Robert G.
Ingersoll, which continued until 1867, when Mr.
Puterbaugh was elected Circuit Court Judge.
He retired from the bench in 1873 to resume private practice and pursue his work as an author.
His first work, having already run through three
editions, was followed by "Puterbaugh's Chancery Pleading and Practice," the first edition of
which appeared in 1874, and "Michigan Chancery
Practice," which appeared in 1881. In 1880 he
was chosen Presidential Elector on the RepubliLeslie D.
Died, Sept. 25, 1892.
can ticket.
(Puterbaugh), a son of Judge Puterbaugh, is
Judge of the Circuit Court of the Peoria Circuit.
PUTNAM COUNTY, the smallest county in the
State, both as to area and population, containing
;

—

only 170 square miles; population (1900), 4,746.
It lies near the center of the north half of the
State, and was named in honor of Gen. Israel
Putnam. The first American to erect a cabin
its limits was Gurdon S. Hubbard, who
in business there, as a fur-trader, as early as
1825, but afterwards became a prominent citizen

within

was

The county was created by act of
the Legislature in 1825, although a local government was not organized until some years later.
Since that date, Bureau, Marshall and Stark
Counties have been erected therefrom. It is
of Chicago.

and drained by the

Illinois River.

The

moderately undulating and the soil
Corn is the chief staple, although wheat
fertile.
Coal is
and oats are extensively cultivated.
mined and exported. Hennepin is the countysurface

is

seat.

QUINCY, the principal city of Western Illinois,
and the county- seat of Adams County. It was
founded in 1822 the late Gov. John Wood erecting the first log-cabin there and was incorporated

—

—

The site is naturally one of the most beauti-

being
on a limestone bluff having an elevation

ful in the State, the principal part of the city

PUTERBAUGH,

crossed

in 1839.
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built

of 125 to 150 feet,

and overlooking the

for a long distance.

of Springfield

Mississippi

miles west
and 264 miles southwest of ChiIts location is 112

Besides being a princij>al shipping point

cago.

for the river trade north of St. Louis,

it

is

the

converging point of several important railway
lines, including the Wabash, four branches of the
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy, and the Quincy,
Omaha & Kansas City, giving east and west, as
well as north and south, connections.
At the
present time (1904) several important lines, or
extensions of railroads already constructed, are in
contemplation, which, when completed, will add
largely to the commercial importance of the city.

The

city is regularly laid out, the streets intersecting each other at right angles, and being
lighted with gas and electricity.
Water is

obtained from the Mississippi. There are several
electric railway lines, four public parks, a fine
railway bridge across the Mississippi, to which a
wagon bridge has been added within the past two
years two fine railway depots, and several elegant
public buildings, including a handsome county
court-house, a Government building for the use
of the Post-office and the United States District
;

Court.

The

Illinois Soldiers'

and

Sailors'

Home

located here, embracing a large group of cottages occupied by veterans of the Civil War,
is

besides hospital and administration buildings for
the Use of the officers. The city has more than
thirty churches, three libraries (one free-public

and two

college), with excellent schools and
other educational advantages.
Among the
higher institutions of learning are the Chaddock
College (Methodist Episcopal) and the St. Francis
Solanus College (Roman Catholic).
There are
two or three national banks, a State bank with a
capital of $300,000, beside two private banks, four
or five daily papers, with several weekly and one
or two monthly publications. Its advantages as a
shipping point by river and railroad have made it

one of the most important manufacturing cenwest of Chicago. The census of 1890 showed
a total of 374 manufacturing establishments,
having an aggregate capital of §6,187,845, employing 5,058 persons, and turning out an annual
product valued at §10,160,492.
The cost of
material used was $5,597,990, and the wages paid
ters

$2,383,571.

The number of

different industries

reported aggregated seventy-six, the more important being foundries, carriage and wagon factories, agricultural implement works, cigar and
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tobacco factories, flour-mills, breweries, brickyards, lime works, saddle and harness shops,
paper mills, furniture factories, organ works, and
Population (1880), 27,268;
artificial-ice factories.

unjust discrimination, and (if necessary) enforce
prosecutions therefor; to secure the safe condition of railway road-beds, bridges and trestles to
hear and decide all manner of complaints relative

(1890), 31,494; (1900), 36,252.

to intersections

QUINCY, ALTON & ST. LOUIS RAILROAD.
(See Chicago, Burlington

&

Quincy Railroad.)

QUINCY & CHICAGO RAILROAD.

&

cago. Burlington

(See Chi-

The prinCommission .are at the State
where monthly sessions are held. For

(See

cipal offices of the

WARSAW RAILROAD.

(See

the purpose of properly conducting the grain
inspection department, monthly meetings are
also held at Chicago, where the offices of a Grain
Inspector, appointed by the Board, are located.

Wabash Railroad.

capital,

Chicago, Burlington

&

Quincy Railroad.)

RAAB, Henry, ex-State Superintendent of
Public Instruction, was born in Wetzlar, Rhenish Prussia, June 20, 1837 learned the trade of a
currier with his father and came to the United
;

States in 1853, finally locating at Belleville, 111.
where, in 1857, he became a teacher in the public schools
in 1873 was made Superintendent of
,

;

schools for that city, and, in 1882, was elected
State Superintendent of Public Instruction on

the Democratic ticket, declined a renomination
in 1886; was nominated a second time in 1890,
and re-elected, but defeated by S. M. Inglis in
1894.
In the administration of his office, Professor Raab showed a commendable freedom from
After retiring from the office of
partisanship.
State Superintendent, he resumed a position in
connection with the public schools of Belleville.

RADISSON,

Pierre Esprit, an early French
who is said to have reached
the Upper Mississippi on his third voyage to the
traveler and trader,

West

enforce proper rules for the inspection and regis-

RAILROAD.

QUINCY &
QUINCY &

and to protect grade-crossings;

to insure the adoption of a safe interlocking system, to be approved by the Commission; to

tration of grain throughout the State.

Quincy Railroad.)

TOLEDO

;

in 1658-59.

The period of

his explorations

extended from 1652 to 1684, of which he prepared
a narrative which was published by the Prince
Society of Boston in 1885, under the title of
"Radisson's Voyages." He and his brother-inlaw, Medard Chouart, first conceived the idea of
planting a settlement at Hudson's Bay.
(See
Chouart, Medard.)

RAILROAD AND WAREHOUSE COMMISSION, a Board of three Commissioners, appointed
by the executive (by and with the advice and consent of the Senate) under authority of an act ap,

proved, April 13, 1871, for the enforcement of the
provisions of the Constitution and laws in relation
The Commission's
to railroads and warehouses.
judicial, partly executive. The
a summary of its powers and duties:
To establish a schedule of maximum rates, equitable to shipper and carrier alike; to require

Here

business relating to this department is
and necessary special meetings are
The inspection department has no revenue

all

discussed
held.

outside of fees, but the latter are ample for its
maintenance.
Fees for inspection on arrival

("inspection

in'") are twenty-five cents per carten cents per wagon-load, and forty cents
per 1,000 bushels from canal-boat or vessels. For
inspection from store ("inspected out") the fees
are fifty cents per 1,000 bushels to vessels;
thirty-five cents per car-load, and ten cents per
wagon-load to teams.
While there are never
wanting some cases of friction between the transportation companies and warehousemen on the
one hand, and the Commission on the other,
there can be no question that the formation of
the latter has been of great value to the receivers, shippers, forwarders and tax-payers of the
State generally. Similar regulations in regard to
the inspection of grain in warehouses, at East St.
Louis and Peoria, are also in force.
The first
Board, created under the act of 1871, consisted of
Gustavus Koerner, Richard P. Morgan and David
Other
S. Hammond, holding office until 1S73.
Boards have been as follows: 1873-77 Henry D.
Cook (deceased 1873, and succeeded by James
Steele), David A. Brown and John M. Pearson;
1877-83— William M. Smith, George M. Bogue and
John H. Oberly (retired 1881 and succeeded by
William H. Robinson); 1883-85— Wm. N. Brainard, E. C. Lewis and Charles T. Stratton 1885-89
John I. Rinaker, Benjamin F. Marsh and Wm. T.
Johnson (retired in 1887 and succeeded by Jason
Rogers); 1889-93—John R. Wheeler, Isaac N.

load,

—

;

—

and W.

S. Crim (succeeded, 1891, by John
1893-97—W. S. Cantrell, Thomas F.
Gahan and Charles F. Lape (succeeded, 1895, by
George W. Fithian) 1897-99—Cicero J. Lindley,
Charles S. Rannells and James E. Bidwell.
(See

powers are partly

Phillips

following

R. Tanner)

is

yearly reports from railroads and warehouses;
to hear and pass upon complaints of extortion and

;

;

also

Crain Inspection .)

w
so

o

w
k
<

u
o

o
M
CO

en

C

*-

o

«
So

>
O
GO

>

o
SO
Co

o
g

M
lO

a
M
25

O

z

o
H
O
z

o
a
o
Q

erf

H
3

o

HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.
RAILROADS

(IN

GENERAL).

railroad S3'stem of Illinois had

mania

for internal

its

The existing
inception in the

improvement which swept

over the country in 1836-37, the basis of the plan
adopted in Illinois (as in the Eastern States) being
that the State should construct, maintain, own
and operate an elaborate system. Lines were to
be constructed from Cairo to Galena, from Alton
to Mount Carmel, from Peoria to Warsaw, from
Alton to the Central Railroad, from Belleville
to Mount Carmel, from Bloomington to Mackinaw Town, and from Meredosia to Springfield.
The experiment proved extremely unfortunate
to the financial interests of the State, and laid the
foundation of an immense debt under which it
staggered for many years. The Northern Cross
Railroad, extending from Meredosia to Springfield, was the only one so far completed as to be in
It was sold, in 1847, to Nicholas II.
operation.
Ridgely, of Springfield for §21,100, he being the
This line formed a nucleus of
highest bidder.
the existing Wabash system. The first road to
be operated by private parties (outside of a primitive tramway in St. Clair County, designed for
the transportation of coal to St. Louis) was the
Galena & Chicago Union, chartered in 1836. This
was the second line completed in the State, and
The subsequent
the first to run from Chicago.
development of the railway system of Illinois
was at first gradual, then steady and finally
rapid.
A succinct description of the various
lines now in operation in the State may be found
under appropriate headings. At present Illinois
leads all the States of the Union in the extent of
railways in operation, the total mileage (1897) of
main track being 10,785.43 or 19 miles for each
100 square miles of territory and 25 miles for each
10,000 inhabitants estimating the population
Every one
(1898) at four and a quarter millions.
of the 102 counties of the State is traversed by at
Calhoun, Hardin
least one railroad except three
and Pope. The entire capitalization of the 111
companies doing business in the State in 1890,
(including capital stock, funded debt and current
liabilities), was $2,669,164,142— equal to §67,556
per mile. In 1894, fifteen owned and ten leased
lines paid dividends of from four to eight per
cent on common, and from four to ten per cent
on preferred, stock the total amount thus paid
aggregating §25,321,752. The total earnings and
income, in Illinois, of all lines operated in the
State, aggregated §77,508,537, while the total
expenditure within the State was §71,463,367.
Of the 58,263,860 tons of freight carried, 11,611,798 were of agricultural products and 17,179,366

—

—

—

—
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number of passengers
mineral products. The
(earning revenue) carried during the year, was
83,281,655.

The

total

number

of railroad

em-

The entire
ployes (of all classes) was 61,200.
amount of taxes paid by railroad companies for
the year was §3,846,379.
From 1836, when the
special charter was granted for the construction of a railroad in Illinois, until 1869
after which all corporations of this character
first

came under the general incorporation laws

of the

State in accordance with the Constitution of 1870
293 special charters for the construction of

—

were granted by the Legislature, besides
numerous amendments of charters already in
railroads

(For the history of important individual lines see each road under its corporate

existence.

name.

RALSTON,
was

Virgil Young, editor and soldier,

born, July 16, 1828, at Vanceburg, Ky.

;

was

a student in Illinois College one year (1846-47),
after which he studied law in Quincy and practiced for a time also resided some time in Cali;

was one of the editors of "The
Quincy Whig," and represented that paper in the
fornia; 1855-57

Editorial Convention at Decatur, Feb. 22, 1856.
(See Anti-Nebraska Editorial Convention.)
In
1861, he was commissioned a Captain in the Sixteenth Illinois Volunteers, but soon resigned on
account of ill-health later, enlisted in an Iowa
regiment, but died in hospital at St. Louis, from
wounds and exposure, April 19, 1864.
RAMSAY, Rufus N., State Treasurer, was born
on a farm in Clinton County, 111. May 20, 1838
received a collegiate education at Illinois and
McKendree Colleges, and at Indiana State University; studied law. with ex -Gov. A. C. French,
and was admitted to the bar in 1865, but soon
abandoned the law for banking, in which he was
engaged both at Lebanon and Carlyle, limiting
his business to the latter place about 1890.
He
served one term (from 1865) as County Clerk, and
two terms (1889 and '91) as Representative in the
General Assembly, and, in 1892, was nominated
as a Democrat and elected State Treasurer.
Died
in office, at Carlyle, Nov. 11, 1894.
RAMSEY, a village of Fayette County, at the
intersection of the Illinois Central and the Toledo,
St. Louis & Western Railroads, 12 miles north of
Vandalia; the district is agricultural; has one
newspaper. Pop. (1890), 598; (1900), 747.
RANDOLPH COUNTY, lies in the southwest
section of the State, and borders on the Mississippi River; area 560 square miles; named for
Beverly Randolph. It was set off from St. Clair
County in 1795, being the second county organ;

,
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ized in the territory

which now constitutes the

State of Illinois. From the earliest period of Illinois history, Randolph County has been a pivotal
point.
In the autumn of 1700 a French and
Indian settlement was established at Kaskaskia,
which subsequently became the center of French
In 1722
influence in the Mississippi Valley.

du Rocher was founded by the French.
was in Randolph County that Fort Chartres
was built, in 1720, and it was here that Col.
Prairie

It

George Rogers Clark's expedition for the seizure
Country" met with success in the
American immigration
capture of Kaskaskia.
began with the close of the Revolutionary War.
Among the early settlers were the Cranes (Ichabod and George), Gen. John Edgar, the Dodge
family, the Morrisons, and John Rice Jones.
Toward the close of the century came Shadrach
Bond (afterwards the first Governor of the State)
with his uncle of the same name, and the
Menards (Pierre and Hippolyte), the first of
whom subsequently became Lieutenant - Governor.
(See Bond, Shadrach; Menard, Pierre.)
In outline, Randolph County is triangular, while
its surface is diversified.
Timber and building
stone are abundant, and coal underlies a considof the "Illinois

erable area.

Chester, the county-seat, a city of

3,000 inhabitants,

is

a place of considerable trade

and the seat of the Southern Illinois Penitentiary.
The county is crossed by several railroad lines,
and transportation facilities are excellent. Population

(1890), 25,049; (1900), 28,001.

RANSOM, (Gen.) Thomas Edward

Greenfield,

was born at Norwich, Vt., Nov. 29, 1834;
educated at Norwich University, an institution
under charge of his father, who was later an
officer of the Mexican War and killed at Chapultepec.
Having learned civil engineering, he
soldier,

entered on his profession at Peru, 111., in 1851;
in 1855 became a member of the real-estate firm
of A. J. Galloway & Co., Chicago, soon after
removing to Fayette County, where he acted as
agent of the Illinois Central Railroad. Under
the first call for volunteers, in April, 1861, he
organized a company, which having been incorporated in the Eleventh Illinois, he was elected
Major, and, on the reorganization of the regiment
for the three-years' service, was commissioned
Lieutenant-Colonel, in this capacity having command of his regiment at Fort Donelson, where he
was severely wounded and won deserved promotion to a colonelcy, as successor to Gen. W. H.
L. Wallace, afterwards killed at Shiloh.
Here
Colonel Ransom again distinguished himself by
his bravery, and though again wounded while

leading his regiment, remained in command
through the day. His service was recognized by
promotion as Brigadier - General. He bore a
prominent part in the siege of Vicksburg and in
the Red River campaign, and, later, commanded
the Seventh Army Corps in the operations about
Atlanta, but finally fell a victim to disease and
his numerous wounds, dying in Chicago, Oct. 29,
1864, having previously received the brevet rank
of Major-General. General Ransom was confessedly one of the most brilliant officers contributed by Illinois to the War for the Union, and
was pronounced, by both Grant and Sherman, one
of the ablest volunteer generals in their commands.
RANTOUL, a city in Champaign County, at

the junction of the main line of the Illinois Cen-

with

tral Railroad,

its

West Lebanon and Leroy

branch, 14 miles north-northeast of Champaign
and 114 miles south by west of Chicago. It has
a national bank, seven churches, opera house,

graded school, two weekly papers, machine shops,

and flax mills, tile
handsome residences. Pop.

flouring

factories,

and many

(1900), 1,207.

RASLE,

Sebastian, a Jesuit missionary, born
in 1658; at his own request was
attached to the French missions in Canada in
1689, and, about 1691 or '92, was sent to the Illinois Country, where he labored for two years,
traveling much and making a careful study of
in France,

the Indian dialects. He left many manuscripts
descriptive of his journeyings and of the mode of
From Illilife and character of the aborigines.
nois he was transferred to Norridgewock, Maine,
where he prepared a dictionary of the Abenaki

language in three volumes, which is now preserved in the library of Harvard College. His
influence over his Indian parishioners was great,
and his use of it, during the French and Indian

War,

so incensed the English colonists in Massachusetts that the Governor set a price upon his
head.
On August 12, 1724, he was slain, with
seven Indian chiefs who were seeking to aid his
escape, during a night attack upon Norridgewock by a force of English soldiers from Fort

Richmond, his mutilated body being interred the
next day by the Indians. In 1833, the citizens of
Norridgewock erected a monument to his memory on the spot where he fell.
RASTER, Herman, journalist, was born in Germany in 1828 entered journalism and came to
America in 1851, being employed on German
papers in Buffalo and New York City; in 1867
;

accepted the position of editor-in-chief of "The
Chicago Staats Zeitung, " which he continued to
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fill until June, 1890, when he went to Europe for
the benefit of his health, dying at Dresden, July
While employed on papers in this
1891.
24,
country during the Civil War, he acted as the
American correspondent of jiapers at Berlin,
Bremen, Vienna, and other cities of Central
Europe. He served as delegate to both State and
National Conventions of the Republican party,
and, in 1869, received from President Grant the
appointment of Collector of Internal Revenue for
the Chicago District, but, during the later years
of his life, cooperated with the Democratic

party.

RAUCH, John Henry,

physician and sanitary

expert, born in Lebanon, Pa., Sept.

4,

1828,

and

graduated in medicine at the University of Pennsylvania, in 1849. The following year he removed
He was an
to Iowa, settling at Burlington.
active member of the Iowa State Medical Society,
and, in 1851, prepared and published a "Report
on the Medical and Economic Botany of Iowa,"
and, later, made a collection of ichthyologic
remains of the Upper Mississippi and Missouri for
Professor Agassiz. From 1857 to 18G0 he filled
the chair of Materia Medica and Medical Botany
at Rush Medical College, Chicago, occupying the
same position in 1859 in the Chicago College of
Pharmacy, of which he was one of the organDuring the Civil War he served, until
izers.
1864, as Assistant Medical Director, first in the
Army of the Potomac, and later in Louisiana,
being brevetted Lieutenant-Colonel at the close of
the struggle. Returning to Chicago, he aided in
reorganizing the city's health service, and, in
1867, was appointed a member of the new Board
of Health and Sanitary Inspector, serving until
1876.
The latter year he was chosen President of
the American Public Health Association, and,
in 1877, a member of the newly created State
Board of Health of Illinois, and elected its first
President. Later, he became Secretary, and continued in that office during his connection with
the Board. In 1878-79 he devoted much attention
to the yellow-fever epidemic, and was instrumental in the formation of the Sanitary Council
of the Mississippi, and in securing the adoption
of a system of river inspection by the National
Board of Health. He was a member of many
scientific bodies, and the author of numerous
monographs and printed addresses, chiefly in the
domain of sanitary science and preventive medicine.
Among them may be noticed "Intramural Interments and Their Influence on Health
and Epidemics," "Sanitary Problems of Chicago," "Prevention of Asiatic Cholera in North
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America," and a series of reports as Secretary of
the State Board of Health. Died, at Lebanon,
Pa.,

March

24, 1894.

RAUM, (Gen.)

treen Berry, soldier and author,
Pope County, 111., Dec. 3,
1829, studied law and was admitted to the bar in
1853, but, three years later, removed with his
family to Kansas. His Free-State proclivities

was born

at Golconda,

rendering him obnoxious to the pro-slavery party
there, he returned to Illinois in 1857, settling at
Harrisburg, Saline County. Early in the Civil
War he was commissioned a Major in the Fiftysixth Illinois Volunteers, was subsequently promoted to a Lieutenant-Colonelcy, and, later,
advanced to a Brigadier-Generalship, resigning
his commission at the close of the war (May 6,
1865).
He was with Rosecrans in the Mississippi
campaign of 1862, took a conspicuous part in the
battle of Corinth, participated in the siege of
Vicksburg and was wounded at Missionary Ridge.
He also rendered valuable service during the
Atlanta campaign, keeping lines of communication open, re-enforcing Resaca and repulsing an
attack by General Hood. He was with Sherman
in the "March to the Sea," and with Hancock, in
the Shenandoah Valley, when the war closed. In
1866 General Raum became President of the projected Cairo & Vincennes Railroad, an enterprise
He
of which he had been an active promoter.
was elected to Congress in 1866 from the Southern Illinois District (then the Thirteenth), serving one term, and the same year presided over the
Republican State Convention, as he did again in
1876 and in 1880 was also a delegate to the
National Conventions at Cincinnati and Chicago
the last two years just mentioned. From August
2, 1876, to May 31, 1883, General Raum served as

—

Commissioner of Internal Revenue at Washingtime having superintended the collection of $800,000,000 of revenue, and the
disbursement of §30,000,000. After retiring from
the Commissionership, he resumed the practice
In 1889 he was appointed
of law in Washington.
Commissioner of Pensions, remaining to the
ton, in that

close

of

President

Harrison's

administration,

and again engaged
During the various political camin practice.
paigns of the past thirty years, his services have
been in frequent request as a campaign speaker,
and he has canvassed a number of States in the

when he removed

interest of

to Chicago

the Republican party. Besides his
he is author of "The Existing

official reports,

Between Republican Government and
Southern Oligarchy" (Washington, 1884), and a
number of magazine articles.
Conflict
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RAUM, John, pioneer and early legislator, was
born in Hummelstown, Pa., July 14, 1793, and
died at Golconda, 111., March 14, 1869. Having
received a liberal education in his native State,
the subject of this sketch settled at Shavvneetovvn,
111., in
1823, but removed to Golconda, Pope
County, in 1826. He had previously served three
years in the War of 1812, as First Lieutenant of
the Sixteenth Infantry, and, while a resident of
Illinois, served in the Black Hawk War of 1832 as
Brigade Major. He was also elected Senator

came west

in 1843, studied medicine and began
practice at Muscatine. Iowa, afterwards locating

in Tazewell County,

111.,

also being associated,

for a time, with the publication of a

22, 1827, to Juliet C. Field, and
was father of Brig. -Gen. Green B. Raum, and
Maj. John M. Raum, both of whom served in tbe
volunteer army from Illinois during the Civil
War.
RAWLINS, John Aaron, soldier, Secretary of
War, was born at East Galena, Feb. 13, 1831, the
son of a small farmer, who was also a charcoalburner. The son, after irregular attendance on
the district schools and a year passed at Mount
Morris Academy, began the study of law. He
was admitted to the bar at Galena in 1854, and at
once began practice. In 1857 be was elected City
Attorney of Galena, and nominated on the Douglas electoral ticket in 1860.
At the outbreak of
the Civil War he favored, and publicly advocated,
coercive measures, and it is said that it was

temperance
paper at Springfield. In 1847 he removed to
Galena, soon after becoming editor of "The
Galena Jeffersonian, " a Democratic paper, with
which he remained until 1854. He took strong
ground against the Kansas-Nebraska Bill, and, at
the session of the Legislature of 1855, served as
Secretary of the Senate, also acting as correspondent of "The New York Tribune"; a few
months later became associated with Joseph
Medill and John C. Vaughan in the purchase and
management of "The Chicago Tribune," Dr. Ray
assuming the position of editor-in-chief. Dr.
Ray was one of the most trenchant and powerful
writers ever connected with the Illinois press,
and his articles exerted a wide influence during
the period of the organization of the Republican
party, in which he was an influential factor. He
was a member of the Convention of Anti-Nebraska editors held at Decatur, Feb. 22, 1856, and
served as Chairman of the Committee on Resolutions.
(See Anti-Nebraska Editorial Convention.)
At the State Republican Convention held
at Bloomington, in May following, he was
appointed a member of the State Central Committee for that year; was also Canal Trustee by
appointment of Governor Bissell, serving from
1857 to 1861. In November, 1S63, he severed his
connection with "The Tribune" and engaged in
oil speculations in Canada which proved financially disastrous. In 1865 he returned to the paper
as an editorial writer, remaining only for a short
time.
In 1868 he assumed the management of
"The Chicago Evening Post," with which he

partly through his influence that General Grant

remained identified until his death, Sept.

early tendered his services to the Government.
He served on the staff of the latter from the time

1870.

from the District composed of Pope and Johnson
Counties in the Eighth General Assembly (1833),
as successor to Samuel Alexander, who had
The following year lie was appointed
resigned.
Clerk of the Circuit Court of Pope County, and
was also elected Clerk of the County Court the
same year, holding both offices for many years,
and retaining the County Clerkship up to his
death, a period of thirty-five years. He was
married March

General Grant was given

command

of a brigade

RAY,
ernor,

Lyman
was born

23,

Beeeher, ex-Lieutenant-Govin Crittenden County, Vt.,

until the close of the war,

August

its chief,

has since been engaged in mercantile business in
this State.
After filling several local offices he
was elected to represent Grundy County in the
lower house of the Twenty-eighth General
Assembly (1872), and, ten years later, was chosen
State Senator, serving from 1883 to 1887, and
being one of the recognized party leaders on the
In 1888, he was elected Lieutenant-Govfloor.
ernor on the Republican ticket, his term expiring
in 1893.
His home is at Morris, Grundy County.
RAY, William H., Congressman, was born in
Dutchess County, N. Y., Dec. 14, 1812; grew to
manhood in his native State, receiving a limited

most of the time being
and rising in rank, step by step, until,
in 1863, he became a Brigadier-General, and, in
His long service on the
1865, a Major-General.
staff of General Grant indicates the estimation
in which he was held by his chief. Promptly on
the assumption of the Presidency by General
Grant, in March, 1869, he was appointed Secretary of War, but consumption had already
obtained a hold upon his constitution, and he survived only six months, dying in

office, Sept. 6,

1869.

RAY, Charles H., journalist, was born at Norwich, Chenango County, N. Y., March 12, 1821;

17, 1831;

removed

to Illinois in 1852,

and
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education;

in 1834

removed

to Rushville,

111.,

engaging in business as a merchant and, later, as
a banker was a member of the first State Board
;

of

Equalization

(1807-69),

and,

in

1872,

was

elected to Congress as a Republican, representing
Died, Jan. 25,
his District from 1873 to 1875.
1881.

village of Montgomery County,
Louis Division of the Wabash Railway,
50 miles southwest of Decatur has electric lights,
some manufactures and a weekly paper. Considerable coal is mined here and grain and fruit
grown in the surrounding country. Population

RAYMOND, a

on the

St.

;

(1880), 543; (1890), 841; (1900), 906.

RAYMOND,

'

Miner, D.D., clergyman
and educator, was born in New York City,
August 29, 1811, being descended from a family
of Huguenots (known by the name of "Raimonde"), who were expelled from France on

account of

(Rev.)

their

religion.

In

his

youth he

learned the trade of a shoemaker with his father,
He united with the
at Rensselaerville, N. Y.
Methodist Episcopal Church at the age of 17,
later taking a course in the Wesleyan Academy
at Wilbraham, Mass., where he afterwards

became a teacher. In 1838 he joined the New
England Conference and, three years later, began

work at Worcester, subsequently occupying pulpits in Boston and Westfield. In 1848,
on the resignation of Dr. Robert Allyn (afterwards President of McKendree College and of the
Southern Illinois Normal University at Carbondale), Dr. Raymond succeeded to the principalship
of the Academy at Wilbraham, remaining there
until 1864, when he was elected to the chair of
pastoral

systematic theology in the Garrett Biblical Institute at Evanston, 111., his connection with the
latter institution continuing until 1895, when he
For some three years of this period he
resigned.

served as pastor of the First Methodist Church
His death occurred, Nov. 25, 1897.
at Evanston.
REAYIS, Logan Uriah, journalist, was born
in the Sangamon Bottom, Mason County, 111.,
March 26, 1831; in 1855 entered the office of "The

Beardstown Gazette," later purchased an interest
and continued its publication under
the name of "The Central Illinoian," until 1857,
when he sold out and went to Nebraska. Returning, in 1860, he repurchased his old paper and
conducted it until 1866, when he sold out for the
The remainder of his life was devoted
last time.
chiefly to advocating the removal of the National
Capital to St. Louis, which he did by lectures and
the publication of pamphlets and books on the
subject; also published a "Life of Horace
in the paper
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Greeley," another of General Harney, and two
other volumes.
Died in St. Louis,
April 25, 1889.
RECTOR, the name of a prominent and influential family who lived at Kaskaskia in Territorial days.
According to Governor Reynolds,
who has left the most detailed account of them in
his "Pioneer History of Illinois," they consisted
of nine brothers and four daughters, all of whom
were born in Fauquier County, Va., some of
them emigrating to Ohio, while others came to
Illinois, arriving at Kaskaskia in 1806.
Reynolds
describes them as passionate and impulsive, but
possessed of a high standard of integrity and a
chivalrous and patriotic spirit. William, the
oldest brother, and regarded as the head of the
family, became a Deputy Surveyor soon after
coming to Illinois, and took part in the Indian
campaigns between 1812 and 1814. In 1816 he
was appointed Surveyor-General of Illinois, Missouri and Arkansas, and afterwards removed to
St. Louis.
Stephen, another of the brothers,
was a Lieutenant in Captain Moore's Company
of Rangers in the War of 1812, while Charles
commanded one of the two regiments organized
by Governor Edwards, in 1812, for the expedition
against the Indians at the head of Peoria Lake.
Nelson, still another brother, served in the
same expedition on the staff of Governor
Edwards. Stephen, already mentioned, was a
member of the expedition sent to strengthen
Prairie du Chien in 1814, and showed great courage in a fight with the Indians at Rock Island.
During the same year Nelson Rector and Captain
Samuel Whiteside joined Col. Zachary Taylor
(afterwards President) in an expedition on the
Upper Mississippi, in which they came in conflict
with the British and Indians at Rock Island, in
which Captain Rector again displayed the courage so characteristic of his family. On the 1st of
March, 1814, while in charge of a surveying party
on Saline Creek, in Gallatin County, according to
Reynolds, Nelson was ambushed by the Indians
and, though severely wounded, was carried away
by his horse, and recovered. Elias, another member of the family, was Governor Edwards' first
Adjutant-General, serving a few months in 1809,
when he gave place to Robert Morrison, but was
reapjDointed in 1810, serving for more than three
Thomas, one of the younger members,
years.
had a duel with Joshua Barton on "Bloody
Island," sometime between 1812 and 1814, in
which he killed his antagonist. (See Duels.) A
portion of this historic family drifted into Arkansas, where they became prominent, one of their
or three

—

—

—

—

—
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descendants serving as Governor of that State
during the Civil War period.
RED BUD, a city in Randolph County, on the
Mobile & Ohio Railroad, some 37 miles southsoutheast of St. Louis, and 21 miles south of Belleville; has a carnage factory and two flouring
mills, electric lights, a hospital, two banks, five
churches, a graded school and a weekly newspaper. Pop. (1890), 1,176; (1900), 1,169.
REEVES, Owen T., lawyer and jurist, was
born in Ross County, Ohio, Dec. 18, 1829 graduated at the Ohio Wesleyan University, at Delaware, in 1850, afterwards serving as a tutor in
that institution and as Principal of a Higli
School at Chillicothe. In 1854 he came to Bloomington, 111., and, as a member of the School
Board, assisted in reorganizing the school system
of that city; also has served continuously, for
over 40 years, as one of the Trustees of the Illinois Wesleyan University, being a part of the
time President of the Board. In the meantime, he
had begun the practice of law, served as City
Attorney and member of the Board of Supervisors.
July 1, 1862, he enlisted in the Seventieth
Illinois Volunteers (a 100-days' emergency regiment), was elected Colonel and mustered out,
with his command, in October, 1862. Colonel
Reeves was subsequently connected with the
construction of the Lafayette, Bloomington &
Mississippi Railroad (now a part of the Illinois
Central) and was also one of the founders of the
Law Department of the Wesleyan University.
In 1877 he was elected to the Circuit bench, serving continuously, by repeated re-elections, until
1891 during the latter part of his incumbency
being upon the Appellate bench.
REEVES, Walter, Member of Congress and
lawyer, was born near Brownsville, Pa. Sept. 25,
1848; removed to Illinois at 8 years of age and
was reared on a farm; later became a teacher
and lawyer, following his profession at Streator
in 1894 he was nominated by the Republicans of
the Eleventh District for Congress, as successor to
the Hon. Thomas J. Henderson, and was elected,
receiving a majority over three competitors.
Mr. Reeves was re-elected in 1896, and again in
;

,

—

,

1898.

REFORMATORY, ILLINOIS STATE, a prison
male offenders under 21
years of age, who are believed to be susceptible of
reformation. It is the successor of the "State
Reform School," which was created by act of
the Legislature of 1867, but not opened for the
admission of inmates until 1871. It is located at
Pontiac. The number of inmates, in 1872, was 165,
for the incarceration of

which was increased

to 324 in 1890.

The

results,

while moderately successful, were not altogether
satisfactory.

The appropriations made

for con-

maintenance, etc., were not upon a
scale adequate to accomplish what was desired,
and, in 1891, a radical change was effected.
Previous to that date the limit, as to age, was 16
The law establishing the present reformayears.
tory provides for a system of indeterminate sentences, and a release upon parole, of inmates
who, in the opinion of the Board of Managers,
may be safely granted conditional liberation.
The inmates are divided into two classes. (1)
those between the ages of 10 and 16, and (2) those
struction,

between 16 and 21. The Board of Managers is
composed of five members, not more than three of
whom shall be of the same part}', their term of
office to be for ten years.
The course of treatment is educational (intellectually, morally and
industrially), schools being conducted, trades
taught, and the inmates constantly impressed
with the conviction that, only through genuine

and unmistakable evidence of improvement, can
they regain their freedom. The reformatory
influence of the institution

may

be best inferred

from the results of one year's operation. Of 146
inmates paroled, 15 violated their parole and
became fugitives, 6 were returned to the
Reformatory, 1 died, and 124 remained in
employment and regularly reporting. Among
the industries carried on are painting and glazing, masonry and plastering, gardening, knitting, chair-caning, broom-making, carpentering,
tailoring and blacksmithing.
The grounds of the
Reformatory contain a vein of excellent coal,
which it is proposed to mine, utilizing the clay,
thus obtained, in the manufacture of brick,
which can be employed in the construction of
additional needed buildings. The average number of inmates is about 800, and the crimes for
which they are sentenced range, in gravity, from
simple assault, or petit larceny, to the most serious offenses known to the criminal code, with
the exception of homicide.
The number of
inmates, at the beginning of the year 1895, was

An institution of a similar character, for
the confinement of juvenile female offenders, was
established under an act of the Legislature
passed at the session of 1893, and located at Geneva, Kane County.
(See Home for Juvenile
812.

Female Offenders.)

RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS. The

State
contains the familiar guaranty of
absolute freedom of conscience. The chief
denominations have grown in like ratio with the

constitution
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population, as

below.

The

be seen from figures given

earliest Christian services held

were

conducted by Catholic missionaries, who attested
the

of

sincerity

instances)

by the

their

convictions

(in

many

sacrifice of their lives, either

through violence or exposure. The aborigines,
however, were not easily Christianized; and,
shortly after the cession of Illinois by France to
Great Britain, the Catholic missions, being generally withdrawn, ceased to exert much influence
upon the red men, although the French, who
remained in the ceded territory, continued to
adhere to their ancient faith. (See Early 3Iis-

One of the first Protestant sects to
)
hold service in Illinois, was the Methodist Episcopal; Rev. Joseph Lillard coming to Illinois in
Rev. Hosea Riggs settling in the
1793, and
American Bottom in 1796. (For history of
Methodism in Illinois, see Methodist Episcopal
Church.) The
pioneer
Protestant preacher,
however, was a Baptist Elder James Smith

sidnaries.

—

who came

New

Design in 1787. Revs. David
Badgley and Joseph Chance followed him in
1796, and the first denominational association
was formed in 1807. (As to inception and growth
of this denomination in Illinois, see also Baptists.)
In 1814 the Massachusetts Missionary
to

two missionaries to Illinois — Revs.
and Daniel Smith. Two years
later (1816), the First Presbyterian Church was
organized at Sharon, by Rev. James McGready,
of Kentucky.
(See also Presbyterians.) The
Society sent

Samuel

J. Mills

Congregationalists began to arrive with the tide
of immigration that set in from the Eastern
Four churches were
States, early in the '30's.
organized in 1833, and the subsequent growth of
the denomination in the State, if gradual, has
been steady. (See Congregationalists.) About
the same time came the Disciples of Christ (sometimes called, from their founder, "Campbellites").

They encouraged free discussion, were liberal and
warm hearted, and did not require belief in any
particular creed as a condition of membership.

The

sect

grew rapidly

in numerical

strength.

(See Disciples of Christ. ) The Protestant Episcopalians obtained their first foothold in Illinois, in
1835, when Rev. Philander Chase (afterward consecrated Bishop) immigrated to the State from
the East.
(See Protestant Episcopal Church.)

The Lutherans

in Illinois are chiefly of

or Scandinavian birth
inferred from the fact

,or

descent, as

that, out

German

may

be

of sixty-four

churches in Chicago under care of the Missouri
Synod, only four use the English language. They
are the only Protestant sect maintaining (when-

J
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ever possible) a system of parochial schools. (See
Lutherans.) There are twenty-six other religious
bodies in the State, exclusive of the Jews, who
have twelve synagogues and nine rabbis. According to the census statistics of 1890, these
twenty-six sects, with their numerical strength,
number of buildings, ministers, etc., are as follows: Anti-Mission Baptists, 2,800 members, 78
churches and 63 ministers; Church of God, 1,200
members, 39 churches, 34 ministers; Dunkards,
121,000 members, 155 churches, 83 ministers;
Friends ("Quakers") 2,655 members, 25 churches;
Free Methodists, 1,805 members, 38 churches, 84
ministers; Free-Will Baptists, 4,694 members, 107
churches, 72 ministers; Evangelical Association,
15,904 members, 143 churches, 152 ministers;
Cumberland Presbyterians, 11,804 members, 198
churches, 149 ministers; Methodist Episcopal
(South) 3,927 members, 34 churches, 33 ministers; Moravians, 720 members, 3 churches, 3
ministers; New Jerusalem Church (Swedenborgians), 662 members, 14 churches, 8 ministers;
Primitive Methodist, 230 members, 2 churches, 2
ministers; Protestant Methodist, 5,000 members,
91 churches, 106 ministers Reformed Church in
United States, 4,100 members, 34 churches, 19
ministers; Reformed Church of America, 2,200
members, 24 churches, 23 ministers; Reformed
Episcopalians, 2,150 members, 13 churches, 11
;

ministers;

Reformed Presbyterians,

1,400

bers, 7 churches, 6 ministers; Salvation

1,980

members; Second Adventists,

bers,

64 churches, 35

ministers;

4,500

memArmy,

mem-

Seventh Day

members, 7 churches, 11 ministers;
3,160 members, 45 churches, 37
ministers;
Unitarians,
1,225
members,
19
churches, 14 ministers; United Evangelical,
30,000 members, 129 churches, 108 ministers;
United Brethren, 16,500 members, 275 churches,
260 ministers United Presbyterians, 11,250 mem199 ministers; Wesleyan
bers, 203 churches,
Methodists, 1,100 members, 16 churches, 33 ministers.
(See various Churches under their proper
names; also Roman Catholic Church.)
REND, William Patrick, soldier, capitalist,
and coal-operator, was born in County Leitrim,
Ireland, Feb. 10, 1840. brought to Lowell, Mass.,
in boyhood, and graduated from the high school
there at 17; taught for a time near New York
City and later in Maryland, where he began a
course of classical study. The Civil War coming
on, he enlisted in the Fourteenth Regiment New
York Volunteers, serving most of the time as a
non-commissioned officer, and participating in the
battles of the second Bull Run, Malvern Hill,
Baptists, 320

Universalists,

;
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sought to promote arbitration and conciliation
between employers and employed, as a means of
averting disastrous strikes. He was especially
active during the long strike of 1897, in efforts to
bring about an understanding between the
miners and the operators.
For several years
he held a commission as Lieutenant-Colonel of
the Illinois National Guard until compelled, by
the demands of his private business, to tender

Antietam, Fredericksburg and Chancellorsville.
After the war he came to Chicago and secured
employment in a railway surveyor's office, later
acting as foreman of the Northwestern freight
depot, and finally embarking in the coal business,
which was conducted with such success that he

became the owner
mining properties

of

some of the most valuable
country. Meanwhile

in the

he has taken a deep interest in the welfare of
miners and other classes of laborers, and has

his resignation.

REPRESENTATIVES IN CONGRESS.
following table presents the names, residence. Districts represented, politics (except as to earlier ones), and length of
term or terms of service of Illinois Representatives in the lower House of Congress, from the organization of Illinois
as a Territory down to the present time; (D, Democrat; W, Whig; R, Republican; G-B, Greenback; P, Populist).

The

Residence.

Name.

Kaskaskia

1812-14
1814-10
1818-18
1818-19
1819-27
1827-33
1833-34
1834-39
1833-34
1834-37
1839-43
1833-43
1x37-39
1839-43

State

Jackson& Morgan Cos State

Joseph Duncan

William L.

Third
Third

May.D

SI ade

Charles

First
First

Third

John T.Stuart, O P
Robert Smith D

Alton
Sixtn

Third
Third
Fourth

1843-51
1853-55
1865-67
1843-47
1847-56

First

D

John

Hardin,

J.

W
W
W

Made

Fifth
Rushville and Quincy Fifth
Sixth
Sixth

Rec'r of Pub. Moneys.

Elected U.

S.

Senator, 1824 and

"29.

Elected Governor; resigned.
Died: term completed by Reynolds.

1843-49
1843-51
1859-62
1843-49

Shawneetown

Stephen A. Douglas,

Remarks.

Term.

Dist.

Resigned, Dec,,

'61;

succeeded by A. L. Knapp.

..,

El'd U.S. Sen, .Apr., '47 :suc. by W.A.Richardson
Res 'd, Aug., '56; term rilled by Jacob C. Davis.

1843-45...
1843-45...

Edward D. Baker,
Edward D Baker,

Resigned, Dec,

1845-46

'46;

succeeded by John Henry.

.

Feb. to Mar.,

1847.

Served Baker's unexpired term.

Sixth
1847-49

William H. Bisseli D...
William H.Bissel!,D
Timothy K. Young, D...
Willis Alien,
Willis Allen,

Richard

S.

Belleville

Eighth
Third
1849-51
1855-58
1851-53...
1853-55...
1851-53

L)

D

Ninth

Maloney,

.

First

1)

Died, Nov. 24,

'58; sue.

by Clias. D. Hodges.

Thompson Campbell, D

R
R
Norton, R

E. B. Washburne,

1853-63

E. B. Washburne,
Jesse O.

Third
Third

1S63-C9

Sixth

James

C. Allen,

Fourth
Seventh

D

Slate-at-large

James H. Woodworth, R..
Jacob

C. Davis,

D

Fifth
Belleville

Morrison, D
Samuels. Marshall,
Samuel S. Marshall,
Samuel S. Marshall,
J. L. D.

John

F. Farnsworth,

D
D
D

Eighth
Eighth
Ninth
Nineteenth

R
Princeton

Third
Fifth

R
Isaac N. Morris, D
Charles D. Hodges, D
William Kellogg,

(

Resignd,

\

.

1853-57
1863-65...
1853-57
1853-57
1863-65
1855-57
1856-57
1855-57
1855-59
1865-73
1873-75
1857-61

1857-63
1863-65

March 9,

sion; term rilled

*69 to

accept French mis-

by H.

C.

Burchard.

To

lilt unexpired term of Richardson.
Chosen U. S. Senator; resigned.

Filled Trumbull's unexpired term.

Died, Mar.,

'64;

term

fliled

by E.C.Ingersoll.

Fourth
Fifth
Sixth

Lawrenceville

1857-61
Jan. to Mar.. 1859.. Filled

unexpired term of Thos. L. Harris.
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Residence.

Aaron Shaw, 1)
James C. Robinson,
James C. Kobinson,
James C. Robinson,
James C. Robinson,
Philip B. Fouke,

D

Lawrenceville
Marshall
Marshall

D
D
D
D

Springfield
Springfield
Belleville

R
D
Isaac N. Arnold, R
Isaac N. Arnold, R
John A. Logan,
John A. Logan,

William J. Allen, D
William J. Allen, I)
A. L. Knapp, 1)
A. L. Knapp, D
Charles M. Harris, R

Ebon G. Ingersoll,
JohnR. Eden, D

John R. Eden, D
John R. Eden, D
Lewis W. Rosn, D
William R. Morrison,
William R. Morrison,
William R. Morrison,

Moulton, R
S.W. Moultou, D
S. W. Moulton, D
Abner C. Harding, R
Burton C. Cook, R
H. P. H. Bromwell.R
Shelby M. Cullom, R
Anthony Thornton, D
Jehu Baker, R
Jehu Baker, R
Jehu Baker, P
A.J. Kuykendall, R
Norman B. Judd, R
Albert G. Burr, D
Green B. Rau m, R
Horatio C. Burchard, R
Horalio C. Burchard, R
S.

W.

John
John

B.
B.

Jense H. Moore,

Monmouth

Seventeenth
Fourth
Sixth

Charleston

Seventh
Eighth
Tenth
Twelfth

Chicago

First

Carrollton
Metropolis
Freeport

Tenth

1807-71

Thirteenth

Freeport

Fifth

Rock Island
Rock Island

Fourth

1807-09..
1809-73..
1873-79..
1809-73..
1873-75..

Hillsboro
Chicago

Chicago
Chicago
Belvidere

Peru
Lacon

Canton
R
Rush ville
William H. Ray, R
Jerseyville
Robert M. Knapp, D
Jerseyville
Robert M. Knapp, D
Bloomington
John McNulta, R
Tuscola and Danville
Joseph G. Cannon, R
Danville
Joseph G. Cannon, R
Danville
Joseph G. Cannon, R
Danville
Joseph G. Cannon, R
Salem
James S. Martin, R
Carbondale
Isaac Clements, R
Chicago
Carter H. Harrison, D
Chicago
John V. Le Moyne, I)
Princeton cfeGeneseo.
T.J. Henderson, R
Princeton
T. J. Henderson, R
Alexander Campbell, G.B. La Salle
Peoria
Richard H. Whiting, R
Rushville
John C. Bagby, D
Granville Barriere,

D
D

Pittsfield
Pittsfield
..

Springfield
Springfield

Adlai E. Stevenson, D
Adlai E. Stevenson, I>
William A. J Sparks, D...
William Hartzell.D ..
William B. Anderson, D ..

Bloomington
Bloomington

William Aklrich,

Chicago
Chicago
Chicago
Rockford
Morris
Lewiston

R
Carter H Harrison, D
Lorenz Brentano, R
William Lathrop, R
Philip C Hayes, R
Thomas A Boyd, R
Benjamin F

Marsh, R.

—
..

Eighteenth....

Twenty-first
Thirteenth

Joliet

William M. Springer, D
William M. Springer, D.

.

Vienna

Princeton

Carlyle
Chester
Mt. Vernon

Warsaw

1864-'65 filled

Lovejoy's unexpired term

.

1863-65..

Ottawa

Edward

Scott Wike,
Scott Wike,

1861-71..

Served Logan's unexpired term.
Served McClernand's unexpired term.

,

1883-87..
1365-07..
1881-83..
1883-85..
1805-60..
1805-71..
1865-69..
1865-71..
1865-67..
1805-09..
1887-89..
897-99..
1805-07..
1867-71..

Carmi
Evanston

I

1873-79..
Fifteenth
Seventeenth... 1885-87..

1873-83..

Belleville

R

Fifth

Seventh

Eighteenth

D.. Petersburg

Stephen A. Hurlbut, R
Franklin Corwin, R
Greenbury L. Fort, R

Tenth
Fourth

State-at-large
Fifteenth

Belleville

D

Thirteenth
Fifth

Waterloo

Chicago
Chicago
Chicago

R

1861-63..
1863-65..
1862-63..
1803-65..
1861-63..
1863-65..
1803-65..

First

Shelbvville

Springfield
Shefbyvilie
Belleville
Belleville

Y. Rice,
B. Rice,
B. G. Caultield, D
Jasper D. Ward,

Second

'62; term rilled by W. J. Allen.
Chosen U. S. Senator, 1871; resigned; term
filled by John L. Beveridge.

Res'd, Apr.
(

1863-09..
1863-65..

Charles B. Farwell,
Charles B. Farwell,
Charles B. Farwel 1,
Brad. N. Stevens, R
Henry Snapp, R

John

....

Ninth
Twelfth

Shelby ville
Shelby ville

R
R
R
R

...,

Seventeenth..

Decatur

John B. Hay, R
John M. Crebs, D
John L. Beveridge,

Eighth

Ninth

...

R

Thomas W. McNeeley,

Eighth

Twelfth...

Marion
Marion

Waterloo
— Lewistown
— Waterloo

Hawley, R
Hawley, R

1883-85..
1 S59-OS.
1803-05..
1871-73..
1873-75 .
1859-63..
1859-62..

...

Eleventh..

Ninth

Peoria
Sullivan
Sullivan
Sullivan

D
D

Seventh

State-at-large. 1869-71..

Oquawka

J)

Sixteenth..

Carbondale
Chicago
Chicago

Jerseyville

R

Term.

Benton

Jersey ville

447

.

Third
Sixth

Seventh
Ninth
Twelfth
Thirteenth...
State-at-large
First

Re-elected,

1871-73.
1871-73.

Tenth

1871 73.

First
First

1873-74.

Died Dec,

1874-77..
1873-75..
1873-77..
1873-75..
1873-81..
1873-75..
1873-75..
1873-75..
1877-79..
1873-75..
1S73-83..

From

Fourteenth

...

May,

'70,

seat awarded to J. V. Le

Filled unexpired

term

of B. C. Cook.

Ninth
Tenth

1873-75..
1875 79.

1875-77..
1875-77..
1875-77..
Will 93.
IS75 S3.

Eleventh
Twelfth
Twelfth
Thirteenth.

1893-95..

1870-77.
1875-83.
1883-95.
1875-77.

Sixth

I

..

1883-95.

Thirteenth....

1875-77-.
1879-81..

Thirteenth ...
Sixteenth
Eighteenth...
Nineteenth...

1875-79.
1875-77.
1877-83..
1877-79..
1877-79..
1877-79..

1877-81.
1877-81
1877-83..

Moyne.

succeeded by B. U. Caultield.
1874-75 served out Rice's term.
'74:

1895....
1873-75..
...

Seventh
Seventh

Second
Third
Fourth
Seventh
Ninth
Tenth

Washburne.

1883-91
....

Twelfth
Sixteenth
Eighteenth
Second
Third

First

of

Served unexpired term of Logan.

Fifth
Sixth

Fifteenth
Fifteenth

term

1809-73.
1809-73.
1869-73.
1869-73.
1871-73..
1871-73..
1873-70..
1881-83.,

Thirteenth...

but res'd before beg'ngof term.

Filled unexpired

Third
Third

Second
Fourth
Seventh
Eighth
Ninth
Tenth
Eleventh
Eleventh

'70

Awarded

seat, vice Farwell.
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Besibence.

B
B
Thomas P. Tipton, B
B. W. Townshend, D
Goorge B. Davis, B
George B. Davis, B
Hiram Barber, B
John C. Sherwin, B
B. M. A. Hawk.B
James W. Singleton, D
A. P. Forsythe, G. B
JohnB. Thomas, B
John B. Thomas, B
Benjamin P. Marsh,
Benjamin F. Marsh.

Warsaw
Warsaw

Eleventh

Bloomington

Quincy

Thirteenth
Nineteenth
Second ...
Third ....
Third
Fourth..
Fifth
Eleventh

Isabel

Fifteenth

Metropolis
Metropolis
Ottawa...

Eighteenth
Twentieth
Seventh
Eighth
Eighth
Ninth
Ninth

Shawneetown
Chicago
Chicago
Chicago

Geneva and Elgin.
Mt. Carroll

William Cullen,B
William Cullen.B
Lewis E. Payson, B
Lewis E. Payson, B

Ottawa
Pontiac
Pontiac
Knoxville
Pekin
Chicago
Chicago
Chicago

B
Dietrich C. Smith. B
B. W. Dunham, B
John F. Finerty, B
George E. Adams. B
Beuben Ellwood, B
Bobert B. Hitt, B
Bobert B. Hitt, B
N. E. Worthington, D
William H. Neece, D
James M. Biggs, D
John H. Lewis,

Mt. Morris
Mt. Morris
Peoria

Macomb

Edward Lane,
Abner Taylor,

D
B

Williams. Forman, D
James B. Williams, D
James B. Williams, D

George W. Smith, B
George W. Smith. B

Lawrence E. McGann, D.
Allan C. Durborow, Jr., D.
Walter C. Newberry, D...
Lewis Steward, Did
.

Herman W. Snow. B
Benjamin T. Cable,

D

Owen

D

Scott.
Samuel T. Busey,

D
JohnC. Black, D
Andrew J. Hunter, D
Andrew J. Hunter. D
J. Frank Aldrich, B
Julius Goldzier, D
John J. McDannold, D
Benjamin P. Funk. B
William Lorimer, B

B. Belknap, B
Charles W. Woodman, B.
Geo. E. White, B

Hugh

Edward

B

D. Cooke,

George E. Foss, B
George \V. Prince, B
Walter Beeves, B
Vespasian Warner, B
J.

V. Graff.

R

Finis E. Downing, D
James A. Connolly,

Frederick Bemann,

Wm.

F. L.

Mann, B
Daniel W. Mills, B
Thomas M. Jett, D
James B. Campbell,

James

George

P. Foster,

R

Thomas Cusack, D
Edgar

T.

Noonan, D

Henry S. Boutell, B
W. E. Williams, D
B. F. Caldwell,

D

Joseph B. Crowley, D
W. A. Bodenberg, R

1883-85

Fifth
Sixth

18S2-85.
95.

Ninth
Tenth

1895—..

1883-91.

Eighth
Eighth

1895—..

Third

18S5-89.
1885-89.
1887-91.
1887-95.
1887-91.
1887-89.
1887-95.
18S9-93.
1889-91.

First

Newton

Eighth
Sixteenth

Nashville

Eighteenth

Carmi
Carmi
Murphysboro
Murphysboro

Eighteenth.... 1889-95.
-899—..
Nineteenth

|.VS!M).-).

Twentieth

1SMI-95.

Twenty -sec' nd 1895-..
Second
Third

1891-95..

Fourth
Eighth
Ninth
Eleventh
Fourteenth

1891-93.

Urbana

Fifteenth

Chicago

State-at-large. lt93-95.
State-at-large. 1893-95.,

1891-95.

1891-93..

1891-93.
D.91-93.,
1891-93.,
1891-93.,

Nineteenth

1897-99.

Chicago
Chicago
Hinsdale

First

Kankakee

Ninth

Mt. Sterling

Twelfth
Fourteenth
Second
Third
Fourth

1893-97..
1893-95..
1893-95..
1893-95..
1893-95.,
1S93-95..

Fourth
Eighth

Bloomington
Chicago
Chicago
Chicago
Chicago
Chicago
Chicago
Galesburg

1895—..

Fifth
Sixth

Seventh
Tenth
Eleventh
Thirteenth ....
Fourteenth ....
nth

Streator

Clinton
Pekin
Virginia

1895-99.

Awarded seat

1895-97.,
1S95-99.
1805-98.,

Died,

Eighteenth

lo95— ..
1895-97.
1895-97.
1895-97.

Twentieth
Twenty-first

..

'98; suc'd.

by Henry

McGann.

S. Boutell.

1895-97.,

'Nineteenth.
I

June 4,

after ron. with L. E.

1895—.
1895—.
1895—.
1895—.
1895—..

Seventeenth... 1895-99.
Eighteenth.... 1895—..

Vandalia
Edwardsville

Died. July 14,

'95:

suc'd.

by

W.

P. L.

Hadley.

Elected to fill vacancy.

1897—

First

Second
Eighteenth
[Twentieth
Third
'Fourth

1897—

1

|

;

1897-99
9
1899
1899
1899

Fifth

iSixth

Sixteenth
Seventeenth..

Pittsfield

Chat bam
Bobinson
East St. Louis

Died, Jan. 6,1895.

1889-95.

Chicago
Chicago
Chicago
Piano
Sheldon
Bock Island
Bloomington

McLeansboro

deceased.

1883-87

Seventeenth...

Chicago
Chicago
Chicago
Chicago

Hawk,

1883-87.
1883-91.
1885-91.
1885-87.
1885-95.

Hillsboro

Chicago
Hillsboro

Succeeded B. M. A.

1883-87.

Chicago

B
D

Second
Fourth

Joliet

Effingham
Carmi
East St. Louis
Chicago

B.

1881-S3.
1881-83.
1883-89.

Tenth
Eleventh
Twelfth

Springfield

Hadley,B

Benson Wood, B
Orlando Burrell.B
Everett J. Murphy,

1883-89.

1881-83
1883-85
18S1-83
1883-91

Quincy

B
B

Died, '82; succeeded by B. B. Hitt.

1879-83
1879-81
1879-83

Sixteenth

Paris
Paris

Bobert A. Childs.B
Hamilton K. Wheeler. B..

1883-85.
1879-81.
1879-83.
1879-82.

Fifth

Bock Island

Charles A. Hill, B
Geo. W. Fithian, D

1879-83

Eleventh
Twelfth
Fourteenth
Second
Third

Galesbnrg

D

1877-79.
1877-89.

First

Sycamore

B

Philip Sidney Post,

1895—.

..

Thirteenth

Winchester
Jonathan H. Bowell, B... Bloomington
Prank Lawler, D
Chicago
James H. Ward, D
Chicago
Albert J. Hopkins, B
Aurora
Albert J. Hopki ns, B
Aurora
Balph Plumb, B
Streator
SilasG. Landes. D
Mt. Carmel
William E. Mason, B
Chicago

William H. Gest, B
George A. Anderson,

1893-95

..

Fifteenth

Nineteenth
i

Twenty

...

first..

1898—
1899—
1899

1899—
1899—

1

..
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REYNOLDS, John, Justice of Supreme Court
and fourth Governor of Illinois, was born of Irish
ancestry, in Montgomery County, Pa., Feb. 26,
1789, and brought by his parents to Kaskaskia,
in 1800, spending the

nine years of his
After receiving a comlife in Illinois on a farm.
mon school education, and a two years' course of
study in a college at Knoxville, Tenn. he studied
law and began practice. In 1812-13 he served as
a scout in the campaigns against the Indians,
111.,

first

,

winning for himself the title, in after life, of "The
Afterwards he removed to
Old Ranger."
where he began the practice of
Cahokia,
law, and, in 1818, became Associate Justice of the
Retiring
first Supreme Court of the new State.
from the bench in 1825, he served two terms in
the Legislature,- and was elected Governor in
1830, in 1832 personally commanding the State
volunteers called for service in the Black Hawk
War. Two weeks before the expiration of his
term (1834), he resigned to accept a seat in Congress, to which he had been elected as the successor of Charles Slade, who had died in office,

and was again elected

He

in 1838,

always as a Demo-

in the
Fifteenth General Assembly, and again in the
Eighteenth (1852-54), being chosen Speaker of the
In 1858 he was the administration (or
latter.
crat.

also served as Representative

Buchanan) Democratic candidate for State Superintendent of Public Instruction, as opposed to
the Republican and regular (or Douglas) DemoFor some years he edited a
cratic candidates.
daily paper called "The Eagle," which was published at Belleville.

While Governor Reynolds

acquired some reputation as a "classical scholar,"
from the time spent in a Tennessee College at
that early day, this was not sustained by either
He was an
his colloquial or written style.
ardent champion of slavery, and, in the early
days of the Rebellion, gained unfavorable notoriety in consequence of a letter written to Jefferson
Davis expressing sympathy with the cause of
"secession." Nevertheless, in spite of intense
prejudice and bitter partisanship on some questions, he possessed many amiable qualities, as
shown by his devotion to temperance, and his
popularity among persons of opposite political
opinions. Although at times crude in style, and

not always reliable in his statement of historical
facts and events, Governor Reynolds has rendered
a valuable service to posterity by his writings
relating to the early history of the State, espe-

connected with his own times. His
are: "Pioneer History of Illinois" (Belleville, 1848); "A Glance at the Crystal
cially those

best

known works
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Palace, and Sketches of Travel" (1854); and "My
Life and Times" (1855). His death occurred at

May 8, 1865.
REYNOLDS, John

Belleville,

Parker, Secretary and
President of State Board of Agriculture, was born
at Lebanon, Ohio, March 1, 1820, and graduated
from the Miami University at the age of 18. In
1840 he graduated from the Cincinnati Law
School, and soon afterward began practice. He

removed to Illinois in 1854, settling first in Winnebago County, later, successively in Marion
County, in Springfield and in Chicago. From
1860 to 1870 he was Secretary of the State Agricultural Society, and, upon the creation of the
State Board of Agriculture in 1871, was elected
its

President, filling

when he

that

position

until 1888,

He

has also occupied numerous other posts of honor and' of trust of a public
or semi-public character, having been President
of the Illinois State Sanitary Commission during
the War of the Rebellion, a Commissioner to the
Paris Exposition of 1867, Chief Grain Inspector
from 1878 to 1882, and Secretary of the InterState Industrial Exposition Company of Chicago,
from the date of its organization (1873) until its
final dissolution.
His most important public
service, in recent years, was rendered as Directorin-Chief of the Illinois exhibit in the World's
Columbian Exposition of 1893.
REYNOLDS, Joseph Smith, soldier and legislator, was born at New Lenox, 111., Dec. 3, 1839;
at 17 years of age went to Chicago, was educated
in the high school there, within a month after
graduation enlisting as a private in the Sixtyfourth Illinois Volunteers. From the ranks he
rose to a colonelcy through the gradations of
Second-Lieutenant and Captain, and, in July,
1865, was brevetted Brigadier-General.
He was
a gallant soldier, and was thrice wounded. On
his return home after nearly four years' service,
he entered the law department of the Chicago
University, graduating therefrom and beginning
practice in 1866. General Reynolds has been
prominent in public life, having served as a
member of both branches of the General Assembly, and having been a State Commissioner to the
Vienna Exposition of 1873. He is a member of
the G. A. R. and, in 1875, was elected Senior
Vice-Commander of the order for the United
resigned.

,

States.

REYNOLDS, William Morton, clergyman, was
born in Fayette County, Pa., March 4, 1812; after
graduating at Jefferson College, Pa., in 1832, was
connected with various institutions in that State,
as well as President of Capital University at
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Columbus, Ohio,

;

then,

coming to

Illinois,

was

University at
Springfield, 1857-60, after which he became PrinPrevicipal of a female seminary in Chicago.
ously a Lutheran, he took orders in the Protestant
Episcopal Church in 1864, and served several
parishes until his death. In his early life he
founded, and, for a time, conducted several religious publications at Gettysburg, Pa., besides
issuing a number of printed addresses and other
published works. Died at Oak Park, near ChiPresident of

cago, Sept.

5,

RHOADS,

the Illinois

State

1876.

Franklin Lawrence, soldier
and steamboat captain, was born in Harrisburg,
Pa., Oct. 11, 1824; brought to Pekin, Tazewell
County, 111., in 1836, where he learned the printer's trade, and, on the breaking out of the
Mexican War, enlisted, serving to the close.
Returning home he engaged in the river trade,
and, for fifteen years, commanded steamboats on
the Illinois, Mississippi and Ohio Rivers. In
April, 1861, he was commissioned Captain of a
company of three months' men attached to the
Eighth Illinois Volunteer Infantry, and, on the
reorganization of the regiment for the threeyears' service, was commissioned LieutenantColonel, soon after being promoted to the colonelcy, as successor to Col. Richard J. Oglesby, who
had been promoted Brigadier-General. After
serving through the spring campaign of 1862 in
"Western Kentucky and Tennessee, he was compelled by rapidly declining health to resign, when
he located in Shawneetown, retiring in 1874 to
During the latter years
his farm near that city.
of his life he was a confirmed invalid, dying at
Shawneetown, Jan. 6, 1879.
RHOADS, Joshua, M.D., A.M., physician and
(Col.)

educator, was born in Philadelphia, Sept. 14,
1806; studied medicine and graduated at the

University of Pennsylvania with the degree of
M.D., also receiving the degree of A.M., from
Princeton; after several years spent in practice
as a physician, and as Principal in some of the
public schools of Philadelphia, in 1839 he was
elected Principal of the Pennsylvania Institution
for the Blind, and, in 1850, took charge of the
State Institution for the Blind at Jacksonville,
Here he remained until
111., then in its infancy.

when he retired. Died, February 1, 1876.
RICE, Edward Y., lawyer and jurist, born in
Logan County, Ky., Feb. 8, 1820, was educated in
the common schools and at Shurtleff College,
after which he read law with John M. Palmer at
Carlinville, and was admitted to practice, in 1845,
at Hillsboro; in 1847 was elected County Recorder
1874,

Montgomery County, and, in 1848, to the Sixteenth General Assembly, serving one term.
Later he was elected County Judge of Montgomery County, was Master in Chancery from 1853 to
1857, and the latter year was elected Judge of the
Eighteenth Circuit, being re-elected in 1861 and
again in 1867. He was also a member of the
Constitutional Convention of 1869-70, and, at the
election of the latter. year, was chosen Representative in the Forty-second Congress as a
Democrat. Died, April 16, 1883.
of

RICE, John B., theatrical manager, Mayor of
Chicago, and Congressman, was born at Easton,
Md., in 1809. By profession he was an actor,
and, coming to Chicago in 1847, built and opened
there the first theater. In 1857 he retired from
the stage, and, in 1865, was elected Mayor of
Chicago, the city of his adoption, and re-elected
1867.
He was also prominent in the early
stages of the Civil War in the measures taken to
raise troops in Chicago.
In 1872 he was elected
to the Forty-third Congress as a Republican, but,

in

before the expiration of his term, died, at Norfolk, Va., on Dec. 6, 1874.
At a special election
to fill the vacancy, Bernard G. CauLfield was

chosen to succeed him.

RICHARDSON, William

A., lawyer and poliborn in Fayette County, Ky., Oct. 11,
1811, was educated at Transylvania University,
came to the bar at 19, and settled in Schuyler
County, 111., becoming State's Attorney in 1835;
was elected to the lower branch of the Legislature
in 1836, to the Senate in 1838, and to the House
again in 1844, from Adams County the latter
year being also chosen Presidential Elector on
the Polk and Dallas ticket, and, at the succeeding
session of the General Assembly, serving as
Speaker of the House. He entered the Mexican
War as Captain, and won a Majority through

tician,

—

Buena Vista. From 1847 to 1856
(when he resigned to become a candidate for
Governor), he was a Democratic Representative
in Congress from the Quincy District re-entered
Congress in 1861, and, in 1863, was chosen

gallantry at

;

United States Senator to fill the unexpired term
of Stephen A. Douglas. He was a delegate to the
National Democratic Convention of 1868, but
after that retired to private life, acting, for a
short time, as editor of "The Quincy Herald."
Died, at Quincy, Dec. 27, 1875.

RICHLAND COUNTY,

situated in the south-

and has an area of 361
was organized from Edwards

east quarter of the State,

square miles.

It

County in 1841. Among the early pioneers may
be mentioned the Evans brothers, Thaddeus
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Morehouse, Hugh Calhoun and son, Thomas
Gardner, James Parker, Cornelius De Long,
James Gilmore and Elijah Nelson. In 1820
there were but thirty families in the district.
The first frame houses the Nelson and Morehouse homesteads were built in 1821, and, some
years later, James Laws erected the first brick
house. The pioneers traded at Vincennes, but,
in 1825, a store was opened at Stringtown by
Jacob May and the same year the first school was
opened at Watertown, taught by Isaac ChaunThe first church was erected by the Bapcey.
tists in 1822, and services were conducted by
William Martin, a Kentuckian. For a long time
the mails were carried on horseback by Louis
and James Beard, but, in 1824, Mills and WhetThe
sell established a line of four-horse stages.
principal road, known as the "trace road," leading from Louisville to Cahokia, followed a
buffalo and Indian trail about where the main

—

—

;

Olney now is. Olney was selected as
the county-seat upon the organization of the
county, and a Mr. Lilly built the first house
street of

there.

The chief branches

of industry followed

by the inhabitants are agriculture and
growing.

Population

(1880),

15,545;

fruit(1890),

15,019; (1900), 16,391.

RIDGE FARM, a

village of Vermillion County,

at junction of the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago

&

St.

Louis and the Toledo,

St.

Louis

& Western

Railroads, 174 miles northeast of St. Louis

;

electric light plant, planing mill, elevators,

bank

and two

has

Pop. (1900), 933; (1904), 1,300.
a manufacturing and mining suburb of the city of Springfield. An extensive
rolling mill is located there, and there are several
coal-shafts in the vicinity. Population(1900), 1,169.
RIDGELY, Charles, manufacturer and capitalist, born in Springfield, 111., Jan. 17, 1836; was
educated in private schools and at Illinois College; after leaving college spent some time as a
papers.

RIDGELY,

bank at Springfield, finally
becoming a member of the firm and successively
Cashier and Vice-President. In 1870 he was
Democratic candidate for State Treasurer, but
later has affiliated with the Republican party.
About 1872 he became identified with the Springfield Iron Company, of which he has been President for many years has also been President of
clerk in his father's

;

the Consolidated Coal
for

Company

of St. Louis and,

some time, was a Director of the Wabash

road.

Mr. Ridgely

is

also

Rail-

one of the Trustees of

Illinois College.

RIDGELY,
born in

Nicholas H., early banker, was
Baltimore, Md., April 27, 1800; after
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leaving school was engaged, for a time, in the

dry-goods trade, but, in 1829, came to St. Louis
assume a clerkship in the branch of the
United States Bank just organized there. In

to

of Illinois was
and Mr. Ridgely
became its cashier, and, when it went into liquidation, was appointed one of the trustees to wind
up its affairs. He subsequently became President of the Clark's Exchange Bank in that city,
but this having gone into liquidation a few years
later, he went into the private banking business
as head of the "Ridgely Bank," which, in 1866,
became the "Ridgely National Bank," one of the

1835 a branch of the State

established

at

Bank

Springfield,

strongest financial institutions in the State outside of Chicago.

After the collapse of the inter-

nal improvement scheme, Mr. Ridgely became
one of the purchasers of the "Northern Cross
Railroad" (now that part of the Wabash system

extending from the

when

it

was

sold

therefor $21,100.

Illinois river to Springfield),

by the State in 1847, paying
He was also one of the Spring-

bankers to tender a loan to the State at the
beginning of the war in 1861. He was one of the
field

builders and principal

owner of the Springfield
His business career was an
eminently successful one, leaving an estate at
his death, Jan. 31, 1888, valued at over $2,000,000.
RIDGWAY, a village of Gallatin County, on the
Shawneetown Division of the Baltimore & Ohio
Southwestern Railway, 12 miles northwest of
Shawneetown; has a bank and one newspaper.
gas-light system.

Pop. (1890), 523; (1900), 839; (1903,

RIDGWAY, Thomas

est.), 1,000.

merchant, banker and
politician, was born at Carmi, 111, August 30,
1826.
His father having died when he was but 4
years old and his mother when he was 14, his
education was largely acquired through contact
with the world, apart from such as he received
from his mother and during a year's attendance
at a private school. When he was 6 years of age
the family removed to Shawneetown, where he
ever afterwards made his home. In 1845 he embarked in business as a merchant, and the firm
of Peeples & Ridgway soon became one of the
most prominent in Southern Illinois. In 1865 the
partners closed out their business and organized
the first National Bank of Shawneetown, of
which, after the death of Mr. Peeples in 1875,
Mr. Ridgway was President.
He was one of
the projectors of the Springfield & Illinois Southeastern Railway, now a part of the Baltimore &
Ohio Southwestern system, and, from 1867 to
S.,

1874, served as its President.
He was an ardent
and active Republican, and served as a delegate
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to every State and National Convention of his
party from 1868 to 1896. In 1874 he was elected
State Treasurer, the candidate for Superintendent
of Public Instruction on the same ticket being
defeated.
In 1876 and 1880 he was an unsuccess-

nomination for GovThree times he consented to lead the
forlorn hope of the Republicans as a candidate
for Congress from an impregnably Democratic
stronghold. For several years he was a Director
of the McCormick Theological Seminary, at Chiful candidate for his party's

ernor.

At the State Republican Convention of 1880
he was a prominent, but unsuccessful, candidate
for the Republican nomination for Governor.
In
1894 he made the race as the Republican candidate for Congress in the Sixteenth District and,
although his opponent was awarded the certificate of election, on a bare majority of 60 votes on
the face of the returns, a re-count, ordered by the
Fifty-fourth Congress, showed a majority for
General Rinaker, and he was seated near the
close of the first session.
He was a candidate
ity.

_

for re-election in 1896, but defeated in a strongly
Democratic District.

dale,

was a Trustee of the
Normal University at Carbonresigning in 1893. Died, at Shawneetown,

Nov.

17, 1897.

was born

cago, and, for nineteen years,

Southern

Illinois

RIGGS, James M., ex-Congressman, was born
in Scott County,

received

a

111.,

common

mented by a

April 17, 1839, where he
school education, supple-

partial collegiate course.

He

is

a

practicing lawyer of Winchester. In 1864 he was
elected Sheriff, serving two years. In 1871-73 he
represented Scott County in the lower house of

the Twenty-seventh General Assembly, and was
In 1882, and
State's Attorney from 1872 to 1876.
again in 1884, he was the successful Democratic
candidate for Congress in the Twelfth Illinois
District.

RIGGS, Scott, pioneer, was born in North
Carolina about 1790; removed to Crawford
County, 111, early in 1815, and represented that
county in the First General Assembly (1818-20).
In 1825 he removed to Scott County, where lie
continued to reside until his death, Feb. 24, 1872.

RINAKER, John I., lawyer and Congressman,
born in Baltimore, Md., Nov. 18, 1830. Left an
orphan at an early age, he came to Illinois in
1836, and, for several years, lived on farms in
Sangamon and Morgan Counties; was educated
at Illinois and McKendree Colleges, graduating
from the latter in 1851 in 1852 began reading
law with John M. Palmer at Carlinville, and was
admitted to the bar in 1854. In August, 1862, he
recruited the One Hundred and Twenty-second
Illinois Volunteers, of which he was commis;

sioned

Colonel.

wounded

Four

months

in battle, but served

later

with

his

lie

was

regiment

through the war, and was brevetted BrigadierGeneral at its close. Returning from the war he
resumed the practice of his profession at Carlinville.
Since 1858 he has been an active Repub-

and '76) served his party
as a Presidential Elector the latter year for the
State-at-large and, in 1874, accepted a nominalican; has twice (1872

—

—

tion for Congress against William R. Morrison,
largely reducing the normal Democratic major-

RIPLEY, Edward Payson, Railway

President,

(now a part of Boston),
being related, on his mother's

in Dorchester

Mass., Oct. 30, 1845,

to the distinguished author, Dr. Edward
Payson. After receiving his education in the
high school of his native place, at the age of 17
he entered upon a commercial life, as clerk in a
wholesale dry-goods establishment in Boston.
About the time he became of age, he entered into
the service of the Pennsylvania Railroad as a
clerk in the freight department in the Boston
office, but, a few years later, assumed a responsible
position in connection with the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy line, finally becoming General
Agent for the business of that road east of
Buffalo, though retaining his headquarters at
Boston. In 1878 he removed to Chicago to accept
the position of General Freight A gent of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy System, with which
he remained twelve years, serving successively as
General Traffic Manager and General Manager,
until June 1, 1890, when he resigned to become
Third Vice-President of the Chicago, Milwaukee
& St. Paul line. This relation was continued
until Jan. 1, 1896, when Mr. Ripley accepted
the Presidency of the Atchison, Topeka & Santa
Fe Railroad, which (1899) he now holds. Mr.
Ripley was a prominent factor in securing the
location of the World's Columbian Exposition at
Chicago, and, in April, 1891, was chosen one of
the Directors of the Exposition, serving on the
Executive Committee and the Committee of
Ways and Means and Transportation, being Chairman of the latter.
RIVERSIDE, a suburban town on the Des
Plaines River and the Chicago, Burlington &
Quincy Railway, 11 miles west of Chicago; has
handsome parks, several churches, a bank,
two local papers and numerous fine residences.
Population (1890), 1,000; (1900), 1,551.
RIVERTON, a village in Clear Creek Township, Sangamon County, at the crossing of the
side,
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Wabash Railroad over the Sangamon River, 6}4
miles east-northeast of Springfield. It has four
churches, a nursery, and two coal mines
Population (1880), 705; (1890), 1,127, (1900), 1,511; (1903,
est.),

about

2,000.

RIVES, John Cook, early banker and journalist, was born in Franklin County, Va., May 24,
in 1806 removed to Kentucky, where he
grew up under care of an uncle, Samuel Casey.
He received a good education and was a man of
high character and attractive manners. In his
early manhood he came to Illinois, and was connected, for a time, with the Branch State Bank
at Edwardsville, but, about 1824, removed to
Shawneetown and held a position in the bank
there; also studied law and was admitted to
1795;

Finally, having accepted a clerkship
Fourth Auditor's Office in Washington,

practice.

in the

he removed to that city, and, in 1830, became
associated with Francis P. Blair, Sr., in the
establishment of "The Congressional Globe" (the
predecessor of "The Congressional Record"), of
which he finally became sole proprietor, so
remaining until 1864. Like his partner, Blair,
although a native of Virginia and a life-long
Democrat, he was intensely loyal, and contributed liberally of his means for the equipment of
soldiers from the District of Columbia, and for
the support of their families, during the Civil
War. His expenditures for these objects have
been estimated at some §30,000. Died, in Prince
George's County, Md., April 10, 1864.
ROANOKE, a village of Woodford County, on
the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway, 26
miles northeast of Peoria; is in a coal district;
has two banks, a coal mine, and one newspaper.
Population (1880), 355; (1890), 831; (1900), 966.
ROBB, Thomas Patten, Sanitary Agent, was
born in Bath, Maine, in 1819; came to Cook
County, 111. in 1838, and, after arriving at manhood, established the first exclusive wholesale
grocery house in Chicago, remaining in the business until 1850. He then went to California,
establishing himself in mercantile business at
Sacramento, where he remained seven years,
meanwhile being elected Mayor of that city.
Returning to Chicago on the breaking out of the
war, he was appointed on the staff of Governor
Yates with the rank of Major, and, while serving in this capacity, was instrumental in giving
General Grant the first duty he performed in the
office of the Adjutant-General after his arrival
from Galena. Later, he was assigned to duty as
Inspector-General of Illinois troops with the rank
of Colonel, having general charge of sanitary
,
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when he was
appointed Cotton Agent for the State of Georgia,
and, still later. President of the Board of Tax
Commissioners for that State. Other positions
held by him were those of Postmaster and Collector of Customs at Savannah, Ga. he was also
one of the publishers of "The New Era," a
Republican paper at Atlanta, and a prominent
actor in reconstruction affairs. Resigning the
Collectorship, he was appointed by the President
United States Commissioner to investigate Mexican outrages on the Rio Grande border; was subsequently identified with Texas railroad interests
as the President of the Corpus Christi & Rio
Grande Railroad, and one of the projectors of the
Chicago, Texas & Mexican Central Railway, being
thus engaged until 1872. Later he returned to
California, dying near Glenwood, in that State,
April 10, 1895, aged 75 years and 10 months.
ROBERTS, William Charles, clergyman and
educator, was born in a small village of Wales,
England., Sept. 23, 1832; received his primary
education in that country, but, removing to
America during his minority, graduated from
Princeton College in 1855, and from Princeton
Theological Seminary in 1858. After filling various pastorates in Delaware, New Jersey and Ohio,
in 1881 he was elected Corresponding Secretary
of the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions,
the next year being offered the Presidency of
Rutgers College, which he declined. In 1887 he
accepted the presidency of Lake Forest University, which he still retains.
From 1859 to 1863
he was a Trustee of Lafayette College, and, in
1866, was elected to a trusteeship of his Alma
Mater.'
He has traveled extensively in the
Orient, and was a member of the first and third
councils of the Reformed Churches, held at Edinburgh and Belfast. Besides occasional sermons
and frequent contributions to English, American, German and Welsh periodicals, Dr. Roberts
has published a Welsh translation of the Westminster shorter catechism and a collection of
letters on the great preachers of Wales, which
appeared in Utica, 1868. He received the degree
of D.D., from Union College in 1872, and that of
LL.D., from Princeton, in 1887.
ROBINSON, an incorporated city and the
county -seat of Crawford Courty, 25 miles northwest of Vincennes, Ind. and 44 miles south of
Paris, 111. is on two lines of railroad and in the
heart of a fruit and agricultural region
The
city has water-works, electric lights, two banks
and three weekly newspapers Population (1890)
1,387; (1900), 1,683; (1904), about 2,000.
affairs until the close of the war,

;

,

;
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ROBINSON, James C, lawyer and former
Congressman, was born in Edgar County, 111. in
1822, read law and was admitted to the bar in
1850.
He served as a private during the Mexican
War, and, in 1858, was elected to Congress as a
Democrat, as he was again in 1860, '62, '70 and
'72.
In 1864 he was the Democratic nominee for
,

Governor. He was a fluent speaker, and attained
considerable distinction as an advocate in criminal practice. Died, at Springfield, Nov. 3, 1886.
ROBINSON, John M., United States Senator,
born in Kentucky in 1793, was liberally educated
and became a lawyer by profession. In early life
he settled at Carmi, 111., where he married. He
was of fine physique, of engaging manners, and
popular.

personally

Through

his

association

with the State militia he earned the title of
"General." In 1830 he was elected to the United
States Senate, to fill the unexpired term of John
McLean. His immediate predecessor was David
Jewett Baker, appointed by Governor Edwards,
who served one month but failed of election by
the Legislature. In 1834 Mr. Robinson was reelected for a full term,

which expired

in 1841.

In 1843 he was elected to a seat upon the Illinois
Supreme bench, but died at Ottawa, April 27, of

the same year, within three months after

his

elevation.

ROCHELLE,

a city of Ogle

intersecting point of the Chicago

County and an

& Northwestern

and the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railways.
miles west of Chicago, 27 miles south of
Rockford, and 23 miles east by north of Dixon.
It is in a rich agricultural and stock-raising
region, rendering Rochelle an important shipping point.
Among its industrial establishments are water-works, electric lights, a flouring
The city has
mill and silk-underwear factorythree banks, five churches and three newspapers.
It is 75

Pop. (1890), 1,789; (1900), 2,073; (1903), 2,500.
ROCHESTER, a village and early settlement
in Sangamon County, laid out in 181§; in rich

the Baltimore & Ohio
Southwestern Railroad, 1]4 miles southeast of
Springfield has a bank, two churches, one school,
and a newspaper. Population (1900) 365
ROCK FALLS, a city in Whiteside County, on
Rock River and the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy
Railroad; has excellent water-power, a good
public school system with a high school, banks
and a weekly newspaper. Agricultural implements, barbed wire, furniture, flour and paper are
Water for the navigable
its chief manufactures.
feeder of the Hennepin Canal is taken from Rock
agricultural district, on

;

River at this point.

Pop. (1900), 2,176.

ROCKFORD,

a flourishing
manufacturing
the county-seat of Winnebago County lies
on both sides of the Rock River, 92 miles west of
Chicago. Four trunk lines of railroad the Chicity,

;

—

& Quincy,

the Chicago & Northwestern, the Illinois Central and the Chicago,
Milwaukee & St. Paul intersect here. Excellent
water-power is secured by a dam across the river,
and communication between the two divisions of
the city is facilitated by three railway and three
highway bridges. Water is provided from five
artesian wells, a reserve main leading to the
river.
The city is wealthy, prosperous and progressive.
The assessed valuation of property, in
1893, was §6,531,235. Churches are numerous and
schools, both public and private, are abundant
and well conducted. The census of 1890 showed
$7,715,069 capital invested in 246 manufacturing
establishments, which employed 5,223 persons and
turned out an annual product valued at $8,888,904.
The principal industries are the manufacture of agricultural implements and furniture,
though watches, silver-plated ware, paper, flour
and grape sugar are among the other products.
Pop. (1880), 13,129; (1890), 23,584; (1900), 31,051.
ROCKFORD COLLEGE, located at Rockford,
111., incorporated in 1847; in 1898 had a faculty
of 21 instructors with 161 pupils. The branches
taught include the classics, music and fine arts.
It has a library of 6,150 volumes, funds and endowment aggregating $50,880 and property
valued at $240,880, of which $150,000 is real
cago, Burlington

—

estate.

ROCK ISLAND,
seat of

the principal city and countyRock Island County, on the Mississippi

River, 182 miles west by south from Chicago; is
the converging point of five lines of railroad, and

the western terminus of the Hennepin Canal.
The name is derived from an island in the Mississippi River, opposite the city, 3 miles long, which
belongs to the United States Government and
contains an arsenal and armory. The river
channel north of the island is navigable, the
southern channel having been dammed by the
Government, thereby giving great water power
to Rock Island and Moline.
combined railway
and highway bridge spans the river from Rock
Island to Davenport, Iowa, crossing the island,
while a railway bridge connects the cities a mile
below.
The island was the site of Fort Armstrong during the Black Hawk War, and was also
a place for the confinement of Confederate prisonRock Island is in a reers during the Civil War.
gion of much picturesque scenery and has extensive manufactures of lumber, agricultural imple-

A
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ments, iron, carriages and wagons and oilcloth;
banks and three newspapers, two issuing
daily editions. Pop. (1890), 13,634; (1900), 19,493.
ROCK ISLAND COUNTY, in the northwestern
section of the State bordering upon the Mississippi River (which constitutes its northwestern
also five

boundary for more than 60

miles),

and having an

area of 440 square miles. In 1816 the Government erected a fort on Rock Island (an island in
the Mississippi, 3 miles long and one-half to
three-quarters of a mile wide), naming it Fort
Armstrong. It has always remained a military
post, and is now the seat of an extensive arsenal
and work-shops. In the spring of 1828, settlements were made near Port Byron by John and
Thomas Kinney, Archibald Allen and George
Harlan. Other early settlers, near Rock Island
and Rapids City, were J. W. Spencer, J. W. Bar-

Benjamin

riels,

F.

Pike and Conrad Leak; and

among

the pioneers were Wells and Michael BartJoel Thompson, the Simms brothers and

lett,

George Davenport.

The country was

full

of

Indians, this being the headquarters of

Black

Hawk

Black

Hawk

Hawk

War.)

War.

By

and the

initial point of the

(See Black Haivk,

and Black

number and
county organization was effected in 1835, Rock
Island (then called Stephenson) being made the
county-seat. Joseph Conway was the
first
1829 settlers were increased in

County Clerk, and Joel Wells, Sr. the first TreasThe first court was held at the residence
of John W. Barriels, in Farnhamsburg. The
county is irregular in shape, and the soil and
,

urer.

scenery greatly varied. Coal is abundant, the
water-power inexhaustible, and the county's
mining and manufacturing interests are very
extensive. Several lines of railway cross the
county, affording admirable transportation facilities to both eastern and western markets.
Rock
Island and Moline (which see) are the two principal cities in the county, though there are
several other important points.
Coal Valley is
the center of large mining interests, and Milan is
also a manufacturing center.
Port Byron is one
of the oldest towns in the county, and has considerable lime and lumber interests, while Watertown is the seat of the Western Hospital for the
Insane.
Population of the county (1880), 38,302;
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(History.) The company is a
121.10 miles.
reorganization (Oct. 9, 1877) of the Peoria &
Rock Island Railroad Company, whose road was
The latter
sold under foreclosure, April 4, 1877.

Road was the result of the consolidation, in 1809,
two corporations —the Rock Island & Peoria
and the Peoria & Rock Island Railroad Compa-

of

nies

— the

name.

new

organization

taking the latter

The road was opened through

its

entire

under foreclosure and
reorganization under its present name taking
place, as already stated, in 1877.
The Cable
Branch was organized in 1876, as the Rock Island
& Mercer County Railroad, and opened in December of the same year, sold under foreclosure in
1877, and leased to the Rock Island & Peoria Railroad, July 1, 1885, for 999 years, the rental for
the entire period being commuted at §450,000.
(Financial.) The cost of the entire road and
equipment was §2,654,487. The capital stock
(1898) is 81,500,000; funded debt, §600,000; other
forms of indebtedness increasing the total capital
length, Jan.

1,

1872, its sale

invested to §2,181,066.
ROCK RIVER, a stream which rises in Washington County, Wis., and flows generally in a
southerly direction, a part of its course being very
sinuous.
After crossing the northern boundary
of Illinois, it runs southwestward, intersecting
the counties of Winnebago, Ogle, Lee, Whiteside
and Rock Island, and entering the Mississippi
three miles below the city of Rock Island.
It is about 375 miles long, but its navigation is
partly obstructed

by

rapids, which,

however,

furnish abundant water-power. The principal
towns on its banks are Rockford, Dixon and
Sterling.
Its valley is wide, and noted for its

beauty and

fertility.

ROCKTON,

a village in Winnebago County, at
the junction of two branches of the Chicago,
Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad, on Rock River,
13 miles north of Rockford has manufactures of
paper and agricultural implements, a feed mill,
and local paper. Pop. (1890), 892; (1900), 936.
ROE, Edward Reynolds, A.B., M.D., physician,
soldier and author, was born at Lebanon, Ohio,
;

a
extend-

removed with his father, in 1819,
and graduated at Louisville Medical Institute in 1842 began practice at Anderson,
Ind., but soon removed to Shawneetown, 111.,
where he gave much attention to geological
research and made some extensive natural his-

ing from Rock Island to Peoria, 91 miles. It is
lessee of the Rock Island & Mercer County Railroad, running from Milan to Cable, 111., giving it
a total length of 118 miles with Peoria Terminal,

tory collections. From 1848 to '52 he resided at
Jacksonville, lectured extensively on his favorite
science, wrote for the press 'and, for two years
(1850-52), edited "The Jacksonville Journal," still

(1890), 41,917; (1900), 55,249.

ROCK ISLAND & PEORIA RAILWAY,
standard-guage road, laid with steel

—

rails,

June

22, 1813;

to Cincinnati,

;
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later

editing the newly established "Constitufew months. During a part of

tionalist" for a
this period he

was

Shurtleff College

;

lecturer

on natural science at

also delivered a lecture before

the State Legislature on the geology of Illinois,
which was immediately followed by the passage
of the act establishing the State Geological
Department. A majority of both houses joined
in a request for his appointment as State Geologist, but it was rejected on partisan grounds
Removing to Bloominghe, then, being a Whig.
ton in 1852, Dr. Roe became prominent in educational matters, being the first Professor of Natural
Science in the State Normal University, and also
a Trustee of the Illinois Wesleyan University.
Having identified himself with the Democratic
party at this tiine, he became its nominee for
State Superintendent of Public Instruction in
1860, but, on the inception of the war in 1861, he
promptly espoused the cause of the Union, raised
three companies (mostly Normal students) which
were attached to the Thirty-third Illinois (Normal) Regiment was elected Captain and successively promoted to Major and Lieutenant-Colonel.
Having been dangerously wounded in the assault
at Vicksburg, on May 22, 1863, and compelled to
return home, he was elected Circuit Clerk by the
combined vote of both parties, was re-elected
four years later, became editor of "The Bloomington Pantagraph" and, in 1870, was elected to
the Twenty-seventh General Assembly, where
he won distinction by a somewhat notable
humorous speech in opposition to removing the
State Capital to Peoria. In 1871 he was appointed Marshal for the Southern District of Illinois, serving nine years. Dr. Roe was a somewhat
prolific author, having produced more than a
dozen works which have appeared in book form.
One of these, "Virginia Rose; a Tale of Illinois
in Early Days," first appeared as a prize serial in
"The Alton Courier" in 1852. Others of his more
noteworthy productions are: "The Gray and the
Blue"; "Brought to Bay"; "From the Beaten
Path"; "G. A. R. or How She Married His
Double"; "Dr. Caldwell; or the Trail of the
Serpent"; and "Prairie-Land and Other Poems."
He died in Chicago, Nov. 6, 1893.
ROGERS, George Clarke, soldier, was born in
Grafton County, N H, Nov. 22, 1838; but was
;

;

educated in Vermont and

moved

I

Illinois,

to the latter State early in

having
life.

re-

While

teaching he studied law and was admitted to the
bar in 1860; was the first, in 1861, to raise a company in Lake County for the war, which was
mustered into the Fifteenth Illinois Volunteers

was chosen Second-Lieutenant and later Captain
was wounded four times at Shiloh, but refused to
leave the field, and led his regiment in the final
charge; was promoted Lieutenant- Colonel and
soon after commissioned Colonel for gallantry at
Hatchie. At Champion Hills he received three
wounds, from one of which he never fully recovered; took a prominent part in the operations
at Allatoona and commanded a brigade nearly
two years, including' the Atlanta campaign,
retiring with the rank of brevet Brigadier-General.
Since the war has practiced law in Illinois
and in Kansas.

ROGERS, Henry Wade,

educator, lawyer and
was born in Central New York in 1853
entered Hamilton College, but the following
year became a student in Michigan University,

author,

graduating there in 1874, also receiving the
degree of A.M., from the same institution, in
In 1883 he was elected to a professorship
1877.

Ann Arbor Law

School, and, in 1885, was
the Faculty, succeeding Judge
Cooley, at the age of 32. Five years later he was
tendered, and accepted, the Presidency of the
Northwestern University, at Evanston, being the
first layman chosen to the position, and succeeding a long line of Bishops and divines. The same
year (1890), Wesleyan University conferred upon
him the honorary degree of LL. D. He is a member of the American Bar Association, has served
for a number of years on its Committee on Legal
Education and Admission to the Bar, and was
the first Chairman of the Section on Legal Education.
President Rogers was the General Chairman of the Conference on the Future Foreign
Policy of the United States, held at Saratoga
Springs, N. Y., in August, 1898. At the Congress held in 1893, as auxiliary to the Columbian
Exposition, he was chosen Chairman of the Committee on Law Reform and Jurisprudence, and
in the

made Dean

was

Law

for a

of

time associate editor of "The American

He is also the
author of a treatise on "Expert Testimon}-,*'
which has passed through two editions, and has
edited a work entitled "Illinois Citations,"
besides doing much other valuable literary work
Register," of Philadelphia.

of a similar character.

ROGERS, John

Gorin, jurist, was born at
of English and early
was educated at Center College, Danville, Ky., and at Transylvania University, graduating from the latter institution in
1841, with the degree of Bachelor of Laws.
For
sixteen years he practiced in his native town,
and, in 1857, removed to Chicago, where he soon

Glasgow, Ky., Dec.
Virginian ancestry

28, 1818,

;
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attained professional prominence. In 1870 he
was elected a Judge of the Cook County Circuit
Court, continuing on the bench, through repeated
re-elections,

until

his

death,

which occurred

suddenly, Jan. 10, 1887, four years before the
expiration of the term for which he had been

ROGERS PARK,

a village and suburb 9 miles
north of Chicago, on Lake Michigan and the
Chicago & Northwestern and the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railways; has a bank and two

weekly newspapers

;

is

reached by electric street-

car line from Chicago, and is a popular residence
suburb. Annexed to City of Chicago, 1893.
ROLL, John E., pioneer, was born in Green
Village, N. J.,
1830,

and

would permit, and the growth
been

steady.

By

June

settled

4,

in

came to Illinois in
Sangamon County. He

1814;

Abraham Lincoln in the construction of
the flat-boat with which the latter descended the
Mississippi River to New Orleans, in 1831.
Mr.
assisted

Roll, who was a mechanic and contractor, built
a number of houses in Springfield, where he has
since continued to reside.

ROMAjV CATHOLIC CHURCH. The

earliest

Christians to establish places of worship in IlliEarly
nois were priests of the Catholic faith.

Catholic missionaries were explorers and historians as well as preachers. (See Allouez; Bergier;
Early Missionaries; Gravier; Marquette.) The
church went hand in hand with the representatives of the French Government, carrying in
one hand the cross and in the other the flag of
France, simultaneously disseminating the doctrines of Christianity and inculcating loyalty to
the House of Bourbon. For nearly a hundred
years, the self-sacrificing and devoted Catholic
clergy of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries ministered to the spiritual wants of the
early French settlers and the natives. They were
not without factional jealousies, however, and a
severe blow was dealt to a branch of them in the
order for the banishment of the Jesuits and the
confiscation of their property.
(See Early Missionaries.) The subsequent occupation of the
country by the English, with the contemporaneous emigration of a considerable portion of the
French west of the Mississippi, dissipated many
congregations. Up to 1830 Illinois was included
in the diocese of Missouri but at that time it was
constituted a separate diocese, under the episcopal control of Rt. Rev. Joseph Rosatti. At that
date there were few, if any, priests in Illinois.
But Bishop Rosatti was a man of earnest purpose
and rare administrative ability. New parishes
were organized as rapidly as circumstances
;

1840

there

church has
were thirty-one

of the

parishes and twenty priests. In 1896 there are
reported 098 parishes, 704 clergymen and a
Catholic population exceeding 850,000.
(See also
Religious Denominations.

ROODHOUSE,

elected.
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a city in Greene County, 21

miles south of Jacksonville, and at junction of
three divisions of the Chicago & Alton Railroad
is in fertile agricultural and coal-mining region;
city contains a flouring mill, grain-elevator, stockyards, railway shops, water- works, electric light
plant, two private banks, fine opera house, good
school buildings, one daily and two weekly
papers.
Pop. (1890), 2,360; (1900), 2,351.
ROODHOUSE, John, farmer and founder of
the town of Roodhouse, in Greene County, 111.,
was born in Yorkshire, England, brought to
America in childhood, his father settling in
Greene County, 111., in 1831. In his early manhood he opened a farm in Tazewell County, but
finally returned to the paternal home in Greene
County, where, on the location of the Jacksonville Division of the Chicago & Alton Railroad,
he laid out the town of Roodhouse, at the junction of the Louisiana and Kansas City branch

with the main line.
ROOT, George Frederick, musical composer
and author, was born at Sheffield, Mass. August
30, 1820. He was a natural musician, and, while
employed on his father's farm, learned to play on
various instruments. In 1838 he removed to BosBesides
ton, where he began his life-work.
teaching music in the public schools, he was
employed to direct the musical service in two
churches. From Boston he removed to New
York, and, in 1850, went to Paris for purposes of
musical study. In 1853 he made his first public
essay as a composer in the song, "Hazel Dell,"
which became popular at once. From this time
forward his success as a song-writer was assured.
His music, while not of a high artistic character,
captivated the popular ear and appealed strongly
In 1860 he took up his residence in
to the heart.
Chicago, where he conducted a musical journal
and wrote those "war songs" which created and
,

perpetuated his fame. Among the best known
are "Rally Round the Flag"; "Just Before the

"Tramp, Tramp, Tramp."
by him are "Rosalie, the
Hundred Years Ago" and
Gone." Besides songs he
composed several cantatas and much sacred

Mother"; and
Other popular songs
Prairie Flower"; "A
"The Old Folks are
Battle,

music, also publishing

;

many

books of instruction

and numerous collections of vocal and instru-
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mental music. In 1872 the University of Chicago
conferred on him the degree of Mus. Doc. Died,
near Portland, Maine, August 6, 1895.
ROOTS, Benajah Guernsey, civil engineer,
and educator, was born in Onondaga County
N. Y., April 20, 1811, and educated in the schools
and academies of Central New York; began
teaching in 1827, and, after spending a year at
sea for the benefit of his health, took a course in

law and civil engineering. He was employed as
a civil engineer on the Western Railroad of
Massachusetts until 1838, when he came to Illinois and obtained employment on the railroad
projected from Alton to Shawneetown, under
the "internal improvement system" of 1837.
When that was suspended in 1839, he settled on
a farm near the present site of Tamaroa, Perry
County, and soon after opened a boarding school,
continuing its management until 1846, when he
became Principal of a seminary at Sparta. In
1851 he went into the service of the Illinois CenRailroad, first as resident engineer in
tral
charge of surveys and construction, later as land
agent and attorney. He was prominent in the
introduction of the graded school system in Illinois and in the establishment of the State Normal School at Bloomington and the University of
Illinois at Champaign
was a member of the
State Board of Education from its organization,
and served as delegate to the National Republican Convention of 1868.
Died, at his home in
Perry County, 111., May 9, 1888.— Philander Keep
(Roots), son of the preceding, born in Tolland
County, Conn., June 4, 1838, brought to Illinois
the same year and educated in his father's school,
and in an academy at Carrollton and the Wesleyan University at Bloomington at the age of
17 belonged to a corps of engineers employed on
a Southern railroad, and, during the war, served
as a civil engineer in the construction and repair
of military roads.
Later, he was Deputy Surveyor-General of Nebraska; in 1871 became Chief
Engineer on the Cairo & Fulton (now a part of
the Iron Mountain) Railway then engaged in
the banking business in Arkansas, first as cashier
of a bank at Fort Smith and afterwards of the
Merchants' National Bank at Little Rock, of
;

;

;

which his
Logan H.

brother,

Logan

H.,

was

President.

(Roots), another son, born near

Tama-

Perry County, 111., March 22, 1841, was educated at home and at the State Normal at
Bloomington, meanwhile serving as principal
of a high school at Duquoin in 1862 enlisted in
the Eighty-first Illinois Volunteers, serving
through the war and acting as Chief Commissary
roa,

;

for General Sherman on the "March to the Sea,"
and participating in the great review in WashAfter the conclusion of
ington, in May, 1865.
the war he was appointed Collector of Internal
Revenue for the First Arkansas District, was
elected from that State to the Fortieth and
being, at
Forty-first Congresses (1868 and 1870)
the time, the youngest member in that body and
was appointed United States. Marshal by President Grant. He finally became President of the

—

—

Merchants' National Bank at Little Rock, with
which he remained nearly twenty years. Died,
suddenly, of congestion of the brain, May 30,
1893, leaving an estate valued at nearly one and
a half millions, of which he gave a large share to
charitable purposes and to the city of Little
Rock, for the benefit of its hospitals and the im-

provement of

its

ROSE, James
at Golconda,

parks.
A., Secretary of State,

Pope County,

111.,

was born

Oct. 13, 1850.

of his education was secured in
the public schools of his native place, and, after
a term in the Normal University at Normal, 111.,
at the age of 18 he took charge of a country
school.
Soon he was chosen Principal of the

The foundation

Golconda graded schools, was later made County
Superintendent of Schools, and re-elected for a
second term. During his second term he was
admitted to the bar, and, resigning the office of
Superintendent, was elected State's Attorney
without opposition, being i-e-elected for another
term. In 1889, by appointment of Governor
Fifer, he became one of the Trustees of the
Pontiac Reformatory, serving until the next
year, when he was transferred to the Board of
Commissioners of the Southern Illinois Penitentiary at Chester, which position he continued to
occupy until 1893. In 1896 he was elected Secretary of State on the Republican ticket, his term
extending to January, 1901.
ROSEVILLE, a village in Warren County, on
the Rock Island Division of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad, 17 miles northwest of
Bushnell has water and electric-light plants, two
banks, public library and one newspaper Region
agricultural and coalmining. Pop. (1900), 1,014.
ROSS, Leonard Fulton, soldier, born in Fulton
County, 111., July 18, 1823; was educated in the
common schools and at Illinois College, Jacksonville, studied law and admitted to the bar in 1845;
the following year enlisted in the Fourth Illinois
Volunteers for the Mexican War, became First
Lieutenant and was commended for services at
Vera Cruz and Cerro Gordo also performed important service as bearer of dispatches for Gen;

;

HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OP ILLINOIS.

459

After the war he served six years
In May, 1861, he enlisted in
the war for the Union, and was chosen Colonel
of the Seventeenth Illinois Volunteers, serving
with it in Missouri and Kentucky; was commissioned Brigadier-General a few weeks after the
capture of Fort Donelson, and, after the evacuation of Corinth, was assigned to the command
of a division with headquarters at Bolivar, Tenn.

of the Illinois, and including the
present cities of Galena and Chicago. The Ross
settlement became the nucleus of the town of
Atlas, laid out by Colonel Ross and his associates

He resigned in July, 1863, and, in 1867, was
appointed by President Johnson Collector of
Internal Revenue for the Ninth District; has
been three times a delegate to National Republican Conventions and twice defeated as a candidate for Congress in a Democratic District.
Since the war he lias devoted his attention
largely to stock-raising, having a large stockfarm in Iowa. In his later years was President
Died Jan. 17, 1901.
of a bank at Lewistown, 111.
ROSS, (Col.) William, pioneer, was born at
Monson, Hampden County, Mass., April 24, 1792;

nent citizens of the county, holding, simultaneously or successively, the offices of Probate
Judge, Circuit and County Clerk, Justice of the

eral Taylor.

as Probate Judge.

removed with

his father's family,

in

1805,

to

where he remained until his
twentieth year, when he was commissioned an
Ensign in the Twenty-first Regiment United
States Infantry, serving through the War of
1812-14, and participating in the battle of SackDuring the latter part of his servett's Harbor.
Pittsfield,

Mass.,

ice he acted as drill-master at various points.
Then, returning to Pittsfield, he carried on the
business of blacksmithing as an employer, meanwhile filling some local offices. In 1820, a company consisting of himself and four brothers,
with their families and a few others, started for
the West, intending to settle in Illinois. Reaching the head-waters of the Allegheny overland,
they transferred their wagons, teams and other
property to flat-boats, descending that stream
and the Ohio to Shawneetown, 111. Here they
disembarked and, crossing the State, reached
Upper Alton, where they found only one house,
Leaving their
that of Maj.' Charles W. Hunter.
families at Upper Alton, the brothers proceeded
north, crossing the Illinois River near its mouth,
until they reached a point in the western part of
the present county of Pike, where the town of
Here they
Atlas was afterwards
located.
erected four rough log-cabins, on a beautiful
prairie not far from the Mississippi, removing
They
their families thither a few weeks later.
suffered the usual privations incident to life in a
new country, not excepting sickness and death
of some of their number.
At the next session of
the Legislature (1820-21) Pike County was established, embracing all that part of the State west

and north

in 1823, at an early day the rival of Quincy, and
becoming the second county-seat of Pike County,
so remaining from 1824 to 1833, when the seat of
During this
justice was removed to Pittsfield.
period Colonel Ross was one of the most promi-

Peace, and others of a subordinate character.
As Colonel of Militia, in 1832, he was ordered by
Governor Reynolds to raise a company for the

Black Hawk War, and, in four days, reported at
Beardstown with twice the number of men
called for.
In 1834 he was elected to the lower
branch of the General Assembly, also serving in
the Senate during the three following sessions, a
part of the time as President pro tern, of the lastnamed body. While in the General Assembly he

was instrumental

in securing legislation of great

importance relating to Military Tract lands.
The year following the establishment of the
county-seat at Pittsfield (1834) he became a citizen of that place, which he had the privilege of
naming for his early home. He was a member
of the Republican State Convention of 1856, and a
delegate to the National Republican Convention
of 1860, which nominated Mr. Lincoln for President the first time. Beginning life poor he
acquired considerable property was liberal, public-spirited and patriotic, making a handsome
donation to the first company organized in Pike
County, for the suppression of the Rebellion.
;

Died, at Pittsfield,

May

ROSSVILLE, a
on the Chicago &

village of Vermillion County,

31, 1873.

Eastern Illinois Railroad, 19
miles north of Danville; has electric-light plant,
water-works, tile and brick-works, two banks and
two newspapers. Pop. (1890), 879; (1900), 1,435.
ROUNDS, Sterling Parker, public printer,

was born in Berkshire, Vt., June 27, 1828; about
1840 began learning the printer's trade at Kenosha, Wis., and, in 1845, was foreman of the State
printing office at Madison, afterward working in
offices in Milwaukee, Racine and Buffalo, going
Here he finally established
to Chicago in 1851.
a printer's warehouse, to which he later added an
electrotype foundry and the manufacture of
presses, also commencing the issue of "Round's
Printers' Cabinet," a trade-paper, which was
continued during his life. In 1881 he was appointed by President Garfield Public Printer at
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Washington, serving until 1885, when he removed
to Omaha, Neb., and was identified with "The
Republican," of that

city, until his death,

Dec.

17, 1887.

ROUNTREE, Hiram, County Judge, born in
Rutherford County, N. C, Dec. 22, 1794; was
brought to Kentucky in infancy, where he grew
to manhood and served as an Ensign in the War
In 1817 he reof 1812 under General Shelby.
moved

to

Illinois

Territory, first

locating in

Madison County, where he taught school for two
years near Edwardsville, but removed to Fayette
County about the time of the removal of the

On

State capital to Vandalia.

the organization

Montgomery County, in 1821, he was appointed
to office there and ever afterwards resided at
Hillsboro.
For a number of years in the early
history of the county, he held (at the same time)
the offices of Clerk of the County Commissioners
Court, Clerk of the Circuit Court, County
of

Recorder, Justice of the Peace, Notary Public,
Master in Chancery and Judge of Probate, besides
that of Postmaster for the town of Hillsboro. In

was elected Enrolling and Engrossing
Clerk of the Senate and re-elected in 1830 served
as Delegate in the Constitutional Convention of
1847, and the next year was elected to the State
Senate, serving in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth General Assemblies. On retiring from
the Senate (1852), he was elected County Judge
without opposition, was re-elected to the same
office in 1861, and again, in 1865, as the nominee
of the Republicans. Judge Rountree was noted
1826 he

;

sound judgment and sterling integrity.

for his

Died, at Hillsboro,

ROUTT, John

March

4,

1873.

and Governor, was
born at Eddyville, Ky., April 25, 1826, brought
to Illinois in infancy and educated in the common schools. Soon after coming of age he was
elected and served one term as Sheriff of McLean
County in 1862 enlisted and became Captain of
Company E, Ninety-fourth Illinois Volunteers.
After the war he engaged in business in Bloomington, and was appointed by President Grant,
successively, United States Marshal for the
Southern District "of Illinois, Second Assistant
Postmaster-General and Territorial Governor of
Colorado.
On the admission of Colorado as a
State, he was elected the first Governor under the
State Government, and re-elected in 1890 serving, in all, three years.
His home is in Denver.
He has been extensively and successfully identified with mining enterprises in Colorado.
ROWELL, Jonathan H., ex-Congressman, was
born at Haverhill, N. H., Feb. 10, 1833. He is a
L., soldier

;

—

graduate of Eureka College and of the Law
Department of the Chicago University. During
the War of the Rebellion he served three years as
company officer in the Seventeenth Illinois
Infantry. In 1868 he was elected State's Attorney for the Eighth Judicial Circuit, and, in 1880,
was a Presidential Elector on the Republican
ticket.
In 1882 he was elected to Congress from
the Fourteenth Illinois District and three times
re-elected, serving until March, 1891.
His home
is at Bloomington.
ROWETT, Richard, soldier, was born in Cornwall, England, in 1830, came to the United
States in 1851, finally settling on a farm near
Carlinville, 111., and becoming a breeder of
thorough-bred horses. In 1861 he entered the
service as a Captain in the Seventh Illinois
Volunteers and was successively promoted
Major, Lieutenant-Colonel and Colonel; was
wounded in the battles of Shiloh, Corinth and
Allatoona, especially distinguishing himself at the
latter and being brevetted Brigadier-General for
gallantry. After the war he returned to his
stock-farm, but later held the positions of Canal
Commissioner, Penitentiary Commissioner, Representative in the Thirtieth General Assembly and Collector of Internal Revenue for the
Fourth (Quincy) District, until its consolidation
with the Eighth District by President Cleveland.
Died, in Chicago, July

13, 1887.

RUSH MEDICAL COLLEGE,

located in Chiincorporated by act of March 2, 1837, the
charter having been prepared the previous year
by Drs. Daniel Brainard and Josiah C. Goodhue.
The extreme financial depression of the following
year prevented the organization of a faculty

cago

;

The institution was named in honor
Benjamin Rush, the eminent practitioner,
medical author and teacher of Philadelphia in the
The first
latter half of the eighteenth century.
faculty consisted of four professors, and the first
term opened on Dec. 4, 1843, with a class of
twenty-two students. Three years' study was
required for graduation, but only two annual
terms of sixteen weeks each need be attended at
the college itself. Instruction was given in a
few rooms temporarily opened for that purpose.
The next year a small building, costing between
This was re-ar§3,000 and §4,000, was erected.
ranged and enlarged in 1855 at a cost of $15,000.
The constant and rapid growth of the college
until 1843.
of Dr.

new building in
the cost of which was §70,000. This was
destroyed in the fire of 1871, and another, costing
§54,000, was erected in 1876 and a free dispensary
necessitated the erection of a
1867,
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added. In 1844 the Presbyterian Hospital was
located on a portion of the college lot, and the
two institutions connected, thus insuring abun-

dant and stable facilities for clinical instruction.
Shortly afterwards, Rush College became the
medical department of Lake Forest University.
The present faculty (1898) consists of 95 profes-

adjunct professors, lecturers and instructors
and over 600 students in attendance. The length of the annual terms is six
months, and four years of study are required for
graduation, attendance upon at least three college terms being compulsory.
RUSHVILLE, the county-seat of Schuyler
County, 50 miles northeast of Quincy and 11
miles northwest of Beardstown is the southern
terminus of the Buda and Rushville branch of the
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad. The
town was selected as the county-seat in 1826,
the seat of justice being removed from a place
called Beardstown, about five miles eastward
(not the present Beardstown in Cass County),
where it had been located at the time of the
organization of Schuyler County, a year previous.
At first the new seat of justice was called Rushton, in honor of Dr. Benjamin Rush, but afterwards took its present name. It is a coal-mining,
grain and fruit-growing regiqn, and contains
several manufactories, including flour-mills, brick
and tile works; also has two banks (State and
Four periodicals
private) and a public library.
(one daily) are published here. Population
sors,

of all grades,

;

(1880), 1,662;

pioneer teacher and author,
was born at Cavendish, Vt., July 31, 1793, and
educated in the common schools of his native
State and at Middlebury College, where he graduated in 1818 having obtained means to support
himself, during his college course, by teaching
and by the publication, before he had reached his

—

20th year, of a volume entitled "The Authentic
History of Vermont State Prison. " After graduation he taught for a short time in Georgia; but,
early in the following year, joined his father

two years teaching in the Seminary at Upper
Alton, which afterwards became Shurtleff College.
In 1828 he removed to Greene County, locating
at a point near the Illinois River to which he
gave the name of Bluffdale.
Here he was licensed as a Baptist preacher, officiating in this caonly occasionally, while pursuing his
calling as a teacher or writer for the press, to
which he was an almost constant contributor
during the last twenty-five years of his life.

pacity

About 1837 or 1838 he was editor of a paper called
"The Backwoodsman" at Grafton then a part

—

Greene County, but now in Jersey County— to
which he afterwards continued to be a contribu-

of

tor

of

some time' longer, and, in 1841-42, was editor
"The Advertiser, at Louisville, Ky. He was
'

also,

Hill

for several years, Principal of the Spring
Academy in East Feliciana Parish, La.,

meanwhile serving

for a portion of the time as
Superintendent of Public Schools. He was the
author of a number of stories and sketches, some
of which went through several editions, and, at
the time of his death, had in preparation a history of "The Black Hawk War," "Evidences of
Christianity" and a "History of Illinois." He
was an accomplished linguist, being able to read
with fluency Greek, Latin, French, Spanish and
Italian, besides having considerable familiarity
with several other modern languages. In 1862
he received from the University of Chicago the
degree of LL.D. Died, Jan. 2, 1863, and was
buried on the old homestead at Bluffdale.

RUSSELL, Martin

(1890), 2,031; (1900), 2,292.

RUSSELL, John,

on

the way to Missouri. The next five years he
spent in teaching in the "Bonhommie Bottom"
on the Missouri River. During this period he
published, anonymously, in "The St. Charles Missourian," a temperance allegory entitled "The
Venomous Worm" (or "The Worm of the Still"),
which gained a wide popularity and was early
recognized by the compilers of school-readers as

a sort of classic. Leaving this locality he taught
a year in St. Louis, when he removed to Vandalia
(then the capital of Illinois), after which he spent

461

J., politician

and journal-

born in Chicago, Dec. 20, 1845. He was a
nephew of Col. James A. Mulligan (see Mulligan,
James A.) and served with credit as AdjutantGeneral on the staff of the latter in the Civil
War. In 1870 he became a reporter on "The
Chicago Evening Post," and was advanced to
ist,

the position of city editor.

Subsequently he was
connected with "The Times," and "The Telegram" was also a member of the Board of Education of Hyde Park before the annexation of
that village to Chicago, and has been one of the
South Park Commissioners of the city last named.
After the purchase of "The Chicago Times" by
Carter H. Harrison he remained for a time on
the editorial staff. In 1894 President Cleveland
appointed him Collector of the Port of Chicago.
At the expiration of his term of office he resumed
editorial work as editor-in-chief of "The Chronicle," the organ of the Democratic party in
Chicago. Died June 25, 1900.
RUTHERFORD, Friend S., lawyer and soldier, was born in Schenectady, N. Y., Sept. 25,
;
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studied law in Troy and removed to Illisettling at Edwardsville, and finally at
Alton; was a Republican candidate for Presidential Elector in 1856, and, in 1860, a member of
the National Republican Convention at Chicago,

RUTLAND, a village of La Salle County, on
the Illinois Central Railroad, 25 miles south of La
Salle; has a bank, five churches, school, and a
newspaper, with coal mines in the vicinity. Pop.

which nominated Mr. Lincoln for the Presidency.
In September, 1862, he was commissioned Colonel
of the Ninety-seventh Illinois Volunteers, and
participated in the capture of Port Gibson and in
the operations about Vicksburg— also leading in
the attack on Arkansas Post, and subsequently

RUTLEDGE, (Rev.) William J., clergyman,
Army Chaplain, born in Augusta County, Va.,

1820

;

nois,

serving in Louisiana, but died as the result of
fatigue and exposure in the service, June 20,
1864, one week before his promotion to the rank
of Brigadier-General.— Reuben C. (Rutherford),
brother of the preceding, was born at Troy, N. Y.,
Sept. 29, 1823, but grew up in Vermont and New
Hampshire received a degree in law when quite
young, but afterwards fitted himself as a lecturer on physiology and hygiene, upon which he
lectured extensively in Michigan, Illinois and
;

other States after coming west in 1849. During
1854-55, in co-operation with Prof. J. B. Turner
and others, he canvassed and lectured extensively
throughout Illinois in support of the movement
which resulted in the donation of public lands,
by Congress, for the establishment of "Industrial
Colleges" in the several States. The establishment of the University of Illinois, at Champaign,
was the outgrowth of this movement. In 1856 he
located at Quincy, where he resided some thirty
years; in 1861, served for several months as the
first Commissary of Subsistence at Cairo; was

with the State Quartermaster's
Department, finally entering the secret service of
the War Department, in which he remained until
1867, retiring with the rank of brevet BrigadierGeneral. In 1886, General Rutherford removed
to New York City, where he died, June 24, 1895.
(Jeorge V. (Rutherford), another brother, was
born at Rutland, Vt., 1830; was first admitted to
the bar, but afterwards took charge of the conlater associated

struction of telegraph lines in

some of the South-

ern States; at the beginning of the Civil War
became Assistant Quartermaster-General of the
State of Illinois, at Springfield, under ex-Gov.
John Wood, but subsequently entered the
Quartermaster's service of the General Government in Washington, retiring after the war with
the rank of Brigadier-General. He then returned
to Quincy, 111., where he resided until 1872, when
he engaged in manufacturing business at Northampton, Mass. but finally removed to California
Died, at St.
for the benefit of his failing health.
Helena, Cal., August 28, 1872.
,

(1890), 509; (1900), 893; (1903), 1,093.

June

24,

1820;

years and, at

was converted at the age of 12
became a member of the Illinois

21,

Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
serving various churches in the central and western parts of the State also acting, for a time, as
Agent of the Illinois Conference Female College
From 1861 to 1863 he was Chapat Jacksonville.
lain of the Fourteenth Regiment Illinois VolunReturning from the 'war, he served as
teers.
pastor of churches at Jacksonville, Bloomington,
Quincy, Rushville, Springfield, Griggsville and
other points; from 1881 to '84 was Chaplain of

—

the Illinois State

Penitentiary at

Joliet.

Mr.

Rutledge was one of the founders of the Grand

Army of the

Republic, and served for

as Chaplain of the order for the

many years

Department

of

In connection with the ministry, he
has occupied a supernumerary relation since
1885. Died in Jacksonville, April 14, 1900.
RUTZ, Edward, State Treasurer, was born in
a village in the Duchy of Baden, Germany, May
Illinois.

5,

1829;

farm

came

to

America

in St. Clair County,

in 1848, locating on
111.

;

went

a

to California

in 1857, and, early in 1861, enlisted iu the Third

United States Artillery at San Francisco, serving
with the Army of the Potomac until his discharge
in 1864, and taking part in every battle in which
his command was engaged.
After his return in
1865, he located in St. Clair County, and was

County Surveyor, served three consecuCounty Treasurer, and was elected
State Treasurer three times 1872, '76 and '80.
About 1892 he removed to California, where he

elected

tive terms as

—

now resides.
RYAN, Edward

(I.,

early editor

and

jurist,

born at Newcastle House, Count}' Meath, Ireland,
Nov. 13, 1810; was educated for the priesthood,
but turned his attention to law, and, in 1830,
came to New York and engaged in teaching
while prosecuting his legal studies; in 1836 removed to Chicago, where he was admitted to the
bar and was, for a time, associated in practice
with Hugh T. Dickey. In April, 1840, Mr. Ryan
assumed the editorship of a weekly paper in Chicago called "The Illinois Tribune," which he
conducted for over a year, and which is remembered chiefly on account of its bitter assaults on
Judge John Pearson of Danville, who had
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aroused the hostility of some members of the
Chicago bar by his rulings upon the bench.
About 1842 Eyan removed to Milwaukee, Wis.,
where lie was, for a time, a partner of Matthew
H. Carpenter (afterwards United States Senator),
and was connected with a number of celebrated
trials before the courts of that State, including
the Barstow-Bashford case, which ended with
Bashford becoming the first Republican Governor
In 1874 he was appointed Chief
of Wisconsin.
Justice of Wisconsin, serving until his death,
which occurred at Madison, Oct. 19, 1880. He
was a strong partisan, and, during the Civil War,
was an intense opponent of the war policy of the
Government. In spite of infirmities of temper,
he appears to have been a man of much learning
and recognized legal ability.
RYAN, James, Roman Catholic Bishop, born
in Ireland in 1848 and emigrated to America in
childhood; was educated for the priesthood in
Kentucky, and, after ordination, was made a professor in St. Joseph's Seminary, at Bardstown,
Ky. In 1878 he removed to Illinois, attaching
himself to the diocese of Peoria, and having
charge of parishes at Wataga and Danville. In
1881 he became rector of the Ottawa parish,
within the episcopal jurisdiction of the Archbishop of Chicago. In 1888 he was made Bishop
of the see of Alton, the prior incumbent (Bishop
Baltes) having died in 1886.

SACS AND FOXES, two confederated Indian
who were among the most warlike and

tribes,

powerful of the aborigines of the Illinois Country.
called themselves the Musk-wak-hakee, a name compounded of two words, signifying "those of red earth." The French called
them Ou-ta-ga-mies, that being their spelling of
the name given them by other tribes, the meaning of which was "Foxes," and which was
bestowed upon them because their totem (or
armorial device, as it may be called) was a fox.
They seem to have been driven westward from
the northern shore of Lake Ontario, by way of
Niagara and Mackinac, to the region around
Green Bay, Wis. Concerning their allied brethren, the Sacs, less is known.
The name is variously spelled in the Indian dialects Ou-sa-kies,
Sauks, etc. and the term Sacs is unquestionably
an abbreviated corruption. Black Hawk belonged to this tribe. The Foxes and Sacs formed
a confederation according to aboriginal tradition,
on what is now known as the Sac River, near
Green Bay, but the date of the alliance cannot
be determined. The origin of the Sacs is equally

The Foxes

—

—

—

uncertain.

Hawk

Black
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claimed that his tribe

originally dwelt around Quebec, but, as to the

authenticity of this claim, historical authorities
differ widely.
Subsequent to 1670 the history of
the allied tribes is tolerably well defined. Their

and habits are described
some length by Father Allouez, who visited
them in 1666-67. He says that they were numerous and warlike, but depicts them as "penurious,
avaricious, thievish and quarrelsome."
That
they were cordially detested by their neighbors
is certain, and Judge James Hall calls them "the
Ishmaelites of the lakes. " They were unfriendly
characteristics, location

at

who attached to themselves other
and, through the aid of the latter, had

to the French,
tribes,

w ell-nigh exterminated them, when
T

the Sacs and

Foxes sued for peace, which was granted on
terms most humiliating to the vanquished. By
1718, however, they were virtually in possession
of the region around Rock River in Illinois, and,
four years later, through the aid of the Mascoutinsand Kickapoos, they had expelled the Illinois,
driving the last of that ill-fated tribe across the
Illinois River.
They abstained from taking part
in the border wars that marked the close of the
Revolutionary War, and therefore did not participate in the treaty of Greenville in 1795.
At
that date, according to Judge Hall, they claimed
the country as far west as Council Bluffs, Iowa,
and as far north as Prairie du Chien. They
offered to co-operate with the United States
Government in the War of 1812, but this offer
was declined, and a portion of the tribe, under
the leadership of Black Hawk, enlisted on the

The Black Hawk War proved
By the treaty of Rock Island

side of the British.

their political ruin.

they ceded vast tracts of land, including a large
part of the eastern half of Iowa and a large body
of land east of the Mississippi.
(See Black Hawk
War; Indian Treaties.) In 1842 the Government
divided the nation into two bands, removing both
to reservations in the farther West.
One was
located on the Osage River and the other on the
south side of the Nee-ma-ha River, near the
northwest corner of Kansas. From these reser-

many of them have
emigrated toward the Rocky Mountains,
where the hoe might be laid aside for the rifle,
vations, there is little doubt,

silently

the net and the spear of the hunter. A few
years ago a part of these confederated tribes
were located in the eastern part of Oklahoma.

SAILOR SPRINGS, a village and health resort
in Clay County, 5 miles north of Clay City, has
an academy and a
419; (1903,

local paper.

est.), 550.

Population

(1900),
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incorporated city, the county-seat
& Ohio Southwestern, the Chicago & Eastern Illinois and the
Illinois Southern Railroads, 71 miles east of St.
Louis, and 16 miles northeast of Centralia; in
agricultural and coal district. A leading indus-

SALEM, an

of Marion County, on the Baltimore

try

is

fruit.

three

the culture, evaporation and shipment of

The

city has flour-mills,

weekly newspapers.

two banks and

Pop.

(1890),

1,493;

(1900), 1,642.

SALINE COUNTY, a southeastern county,
organized in 1847, having an area of 380 square
It derives its name from the salt springs
miles.
which are found in every part of the county.
The northern portion is rolling and yields an
abundance of coal of a quality suitable for smithThe bottoms are swampy, but heavily
ing.
timbered, and saw-mills abound. Oak, hickory,
sweet gum, mulberry, locust and sassafras are
the prevailing varieties. Fruit and tobacco are
extensively cultivated. The climate is mild and
humid, and the vegetation varied. The soil of
the low lands is rich, and, when drained, makes
excellent farming lands. In some localities a
good gray sandstone, soft enough to be worked,
is quarried, and millstone grit is frequently found.
In the southern half of the county are the Eagle
Mountains, a line of hills having an altitude of
some 450 to 500 feet above the level of the Mississippi at Cairo, and believed by geologists to
have been a part of the upheaval that gave birth
to the Ozark Mountains in Missouri and ArkanThe highest land in the county is 864 feet
sas.
above sea-level. Tradition says that these hills
are rich in silver ore, but it has not been found
Springs strongly impregin paying quantities.
nated with sulphur are found on the slopes. The
county-seat was originally located at Raleigh,
which was platted in 1848, but it was subsequently removed to Harrisburg, which was laid
out in 1859. Population of the county (1880),
15,940; (1890), 19,342; (1900), 21,685.

SALINE RIVER,

a stream formed by the conof which flow
through portions of Saline County, uniting in
Gallatin County. The North Fork rises in Hamilton County and nms nearly south, while the
South Fork drains part of Williamson County,
and runs east through Saline. The river (which
is little more than a creek), thus formed, runs
southeast, entering the Ohio ten miles below

fluence of

two branches, both

Shawneetown.

SALT MANUFACTURE. There is evidence
going to show that the saline springs, in Gallatin
County, were utilized by the aboriginal inhabit-

ants in the

making of

salt, long before the advent
There have been discovered, at
various points, what appear to be the remains of
evaporating kettles, composed of hardened clay
and pounded shells, varying in diameter from
three to four feet. In 1812, with a view to encouraging the manufacture of salt from these
springs, Congress granted to Illinois the use of
36 square miles, the fee still remaining in the
United States. These lands were leased by the
State to private parties, but the income derived
from them was comparatively small and fre-

of white settlers.

quently difficult of collection. The workmen
were mostly slaves from Kentucky and Tennessee, who are especially referred to in Article VI.,
Section 2, of the Constitution of 1818. The salt
made brought $5 per 100 pounds, and was shipped
in keel-boats to various points on the Ohio, Mississippi, Tennessee and Cumberland Rivers, while
many purchasers came hundreds of miles on
horseback and carried it away on pack animals.
In 1827, the State treasury being empty and the
General Assembly having decided to erect a penitentiary at Alton, Congress was petitioned to
donate these lands to the State in fee, and permission was granted "to sell 30,000 acres of the
Ohio Salines in Gallatin County, and apply the
proceeds to such purposes as the Legislature

might by law direct."

The sale was made, onehalf of the proceeds set apart for the building of
the penitentiary, and one-half to the improve-

ment

and rivers in the eastern part of
The manufacture of salt was carried
on, however for a time by lessees and subsequently by owners until 1873, about which time
it was abandoned, chiefly because it had ceased
of roads

the State.

—

—

to be profitable on account of competition with

other

districts

possessing

superior

facilities.

Some salt was manufactured in Vermilion County
about 1824. The manufacture has been successfully carried

on in recent years, from the product

of artesian wells, at St. John, in Perry County.

SANDOVAL, a village of Marion Coimty, at
the crossing of the western branch of the Illinois
Central Railroad, and the Baltimore & Ohio
Southwestern, 6 miles north of Centralia. The
town has coal mines and some manufactures,
with banks and one newspaper.
Population
(1880), 564;

(1890), 834; (1900), 1,258.

SANDSTONE. The

quantity of sandstone quarcomparatively insignificant, its
value being less than one-fifth of one per cent of
the value of the output of the entire country.
In 1890 the State ranked twenty-fifth in the list
of States producing this mineral, the total value

ried in Illinois

is

HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.
of the stone quarried being but §17,896, representing 141,605 cubic feet, taken from ten quarries, which employed forty -six hands, and had an

aggregate capital invested of $149,400.
SANDWICH, a city in De Kalb County, incorporated in 1873, on the Chicago, Burlington &
Quincy Railroad, 58 miles southwest of Chicago.
The principal industries are the manufacture of
agricultural implements, hay-presses, corn-shellSandwich has two
ers, pumps and wind-mills.
private banks, two weekly and one semi-weekly
papers.

Pop. (1890), 2,516; (1900), 2,520; (1903),

2,865.

SANGAMON

COUNTY,

a

central

county,

from parts
of Bond and Madison Counties, and embracing
the present counties of Sangamon, Cass, Menard,
Mason, Tazewell, Logan, and parts of Morgan,
McLean, Woodford, Marshall and Putnam. It
was named for the river flowing through it.
Though reduced in area somewhat, four years
later, it extended to the Illinois River, but was
reduced to its present limits by the setting apart
of Menard, Logan and Dane (now Christian)
Counties, in 1839. Henry Funderburk is believed
to have been the first white settler, arriving
there in 1817 and locating in what is now Cotton
Hill Township, being followed, the next year, by
William Drennan, Joseph Dodds, James McCoy,
Robert Pulliam and others. John Kelly located
on the present site of the city of Springfield in
1818, and was there at the time of the selection
of that place as the temporary seat of justice in
Other settlements were made at Auburn,
1821.
Island Grove, and elsewhere, and population
began to flow in rapidly. Remnants of the Pottawatomie and Kickapoo Indians were still there,
but soon moved north or west. County organization was effected in 1821, the first Board of
County Commissioners being composed of William Drennan, Zachariah Peter and Samuel Lee.
John Reynolds (afterwards Governor) held the
first term of Circuit Court, with John Taylor,
Sheriff; Henry Starr, Prosecuting Attorney, and
Charles R. Matheny, Circuit Clerk. A United
States Land Office was established at Springfield
in 1823, with Pascal P. Enos as Receiver, the
first sale of lands taking place the same year.
The soil of Sangamon County is exuberantly fertile, with rich underlying deposits of bituminous
The
coal, which is mined in large quantities.
chief towns are Springfield, Auburn, Riverton,
The area of the
Illiopolis and Pleasant Plains.
county is 860 square miles. Population (1880),
organized under act of June

30, 1821,

52,894; (1890), 61,195; (1900), 71,593.

4G5

SANGAMON RIVER, formed by the union of
the North and South Forks, of which the former
The North Fork
is the longer, or main branch.
rises in the northern part of Champaign County,
whence it runs southwest to the city of Decatur,
thence westward through Sangamon County,
forming the north boundary of Christian County,
and emptying into the Illinois River about 9 miles
above Beardstown. The Sangamon is nearly 240
miles long, including the North Fork. The
South Fork flows through Christian County, and
joins the North Fork about 6 miles east of
Springfield.
In the early history of the State the
Sangamon was regarded as a navigable stream,
and its improvement was one of the measures
advocated by Abraham Lincoln in 1832, when he
was for the first time a candidate (though unsuccessfully) for the Legislature.
In the spring of
1832 a small steamer from Cincinnati, called the
"Talisman," ascended the river to a point near
Springfield.
The event was celebrated with
great rejoicing by the people, but the vessel
encountered so much difficulty in getting out of
the river that the experiment was never
repeated.

SANGAMON & MORGAN RAILROAD.
Wabash

SANGER, Lorenzo
tractor,

1809

(See

Railroad.)

was born

P., railway

and canal conMarch 2,

at Littleton, N. H.,

brought in childhood to Livingston County,

;

where his father became a contractor on
the Erie Canal, the son also being employed upon
the same work. The latter subsequently became
a contractor on the Pennsylvania Canal on his
own account, being known as "the boy contractor." Then, after a brief experience in mercantile
N. Y.

,

and a year spent in the construction of a
canal in Indiana, in 1836 he came to Illinois, and
soon after became an extensive contractor on the
Illinois & Michigan Canal, having charge of rock
excavation at Lockport. He was also connected
with the Rock River improvement scheme, and
business,

interested in a line of stages between Chicago
and Galena, which, having been consolidated
with the line managed by the firm of Fink &
Walker, finally became the Northwestern Stage
Company, extending its operations throughout
Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa
and Missouri — Mr. Sanger having charge of the
Western Division, for a time, with headquarters
In 1851 he became the head of the
at St. Louis.

Camp & Co. contractors for the
construction of the Western (or Illinois) Division
of the Ohio & Mississippi (now the Baltimore &
Ohio Southwestern) Railway, upon which he

firm of Sanger,

,
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was employed for several years. Other works
with which he was connected were the North
Missouri Railroad and the construction of the

subject of Great Britain and a Chief of the Ottawas and Pottawatomies. In 1828 the Govern-

State Penitentiary at Joliet, as member of the
firm of Sanger & Casey, for a time, also lessees of
convict labor. In 1862 Mr. Sanger received from

him the first frame house ever erected in Chicago,

Governor Yates, by request of President Lincoln,
a commission as Colonel, and was assigned to
staff duty in Kentucky and Tennessee.
After
the war he became largely interested in stone
quarries adjacent to Joliet also had an extensive
contract, from the City of Chicago, for deepening
the Illinois & Michigan Canal. Died, at Oakland,
Cal., March 23, 1875, whither he had gone for the

made

;

benefit of

his health.

— James

Young

(Sanger),

brother of the preceding, was born at Sutton,
March 14, 1814 in boyhood spent some time
in a large mercantile establishment at Pittsburg,
Pa., later being associated with his father and
elder brother in contracts on the Erie Canal and
similar works in Pennsylvania, Ohio and Indiana. At the age of 22 he came with his father's
family to St. Joseph, Mich., where they established a large supply store, and engaged in
bridge-building and similar enterprises. At a
later period, in connection with his father and
his brother, L. P. Sanger, he was prominently
connected with the construction of the Illinois &
Michigan Canal the aqueduct at Ottawa and
the locks at Peru being constructed by them.
About 1850 the Construction Company, of which
he and his brother, L. P. Sanger, were leading
members, undertook the construction of the Ohio

Vt.

,

;

—

& Mississippi

& Ohio SouthwestLouis to Vincennes, Ind.,
and were prominently identified with other railroad enterprises in Southern Illinois, Missouri and
California.
Died, July 3, 1867, when consummating arrangements for the performance of a
large contract on the Union Pacific Railroad.
(now Baltimore

ern) Railroad, from

St.

SANITARY COMMISSION.

(See Illinois San-

itary Commission.)

SANITARY DISTRICT OF CHICAGO.

(See

Chicago Drainage Canal.)
SAUGANASH, the Indian name of a half-breed
known as Capt. Billy Caldwell, the son of a
British officer and a Pottawatomie woman, born
in Canada about 1780; received an education

from the Jesuits

at Detroit,

and was able to

speak and write English and French, besides
several Indian dialects was a friend of Tecurnseh's and, during the latter part of his life, a
devoted friend of the whites.
He took up his
residence in Chicago about 1820, and, in 1826,
was a Justice of the Peace, while nominally a
;

ment, in consideration of his services, built for

which he occupied

until his departure with his

tribe for Council Bluffs in 1836.

By

a treaty,

were granted by
the Government to Sauganash, Shabona and
other friendly Indians (see Shabona), and 1,240
acres on the North Branch of Chicago River set
apart for Caldwell, which he sold before leaving
the

Jan.

2,

1830, reservations

country.

Died,

at

Council Bluffs, Iowa,

Sept. 28, 1841.

SAYAGE, George S. F., D.D., clergyman, was
born at Cromwell, Conn., Jan. 29, 1817; graduated at Yale College in 1844; studied theology at
Andover and New Haven, graduating in 1847;
was ordained a home missionary the same year
and spent twelve years as pastor at St. Charles,
for four years being corresponding editor of
111.
"The Prairie Herald" and "The Congregational
Herald." For ten years he was in the service of
the American Tract Society, and, during the Civil
,

in sanitary and religious work
In 1870 he was appointed Western
Secretary of the Congregational Publishing
Society, remaining two years, after which he became Financial Secretary of the Chicago Theological Seminary.
He has also been a Director
of the institution since 1854, a Trustee of Beloit
College since 1850, and, for several years, editor
and publisher of "The Congregational Review."
SAYANNA, a city in Carroll County, situated
on the Mississippi River and the Chicago, Burlington & Northern and the Chicago, Milwaukee
& St. Paul Railways; is 10 miles west of Mount
Carroll and about 20 miles north of Clinton,
Iowa. It is an important shipping-point and contains several manufactories of machinery, lumber,
flour, etc.
It has two State banks, a public

War, was engaged
in the army.

two graded schools, township
high school, and two daily and weekly newslibrary, churches,

papers.

Pop.

(18!)0),

SAYBROOK,
the Lake Erie
of

3,097; (1900), 3,325.

a village of

& Western

Bloomington;

district

McLean County, on

Railroad, 26 miles east
agricultural;

ccunty

the town has two hanks and two
newspapers. Pop. (1890), 851; (1900), 879.
SCATES, Walter Bennett, jurist and soldier,
was born at South Boston, Halifax County, Va.
Jan. 18, 1S08; was taken in infancy to Hopkinsville, Ky.
where he resided until 1831. having
meanwhile learned the printer's trade at Nashville and studied law at Louisville.
In 1831 he
fairs held here;

,

removed

to

Frankfort, Franklin

County,

111.,
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where, for a time, he was County Surveyor. In
1836, having been appointed Attorney-General,
he removed to Vandalia, then the seat of government, but resigned at the close of the same year
to accept the judgeship of the Third Judicial
Circuit, and took up his residence at Shawneetown. In 1841 he was one of five new Judges
added to the Supreme Court bench, the others
being Sidney Breese, Stephen A. Douglas,
Thomas Ford and Samuel H. Treat. In that
year he removed to Mount Vernon, Jefferson
County, and, in January, 1847, resigned his seat
upon the bench to resume practice. The same
year he was a member of the Constitutional Convention and Chairman of the Committee on
Judiciary. In June, 1854, he again took a seat
upon the Supreme Court bench, being chosen to
succeed Lyman Trumbull, but resigned in May,
1857, and resumed practice in Chicago.
In
1862 he volunteered in defense of the Union,
received a Major's commission and was assigned
to duty on the staff of General McClernand was
made, Assistant Adjutant-General and mustered
out in January, 1866. In July, 1866, President
Johnson appointed him Collector of Customs at
Chicago, which position he filled until July 1,
1869, when he was removed by President Grant,
during the same period, being ex-officio custodian
of United States funds, the office of Assistant
Treasurer not having been then created. Died,
at Evanston, Oct. 26, 1886.
;

SCAMMON, Jonathan Young,
banker,

was born

lawyer

and

at Whitefield, Maine, July 27,

after graduating at Waterville (now Colby)
University in 1831, he studied law and was
admitted to the bar at Hallowell, in 1835 removing to Chicago, where he spent the remainder of
his life.
After a year spent as deputy in the
office of the Circuit Clerk of Cook County, during
which he prepared a revision of the Illinois statutes, he was appointed attorney for the State
Bank of Illinois in 1837, and, in 1839, became
reporter of the Supreme Court, which office he
held until 1845. In the meantime, he was associated with several prominent law3 ers. his first
legal firm being that of Scammon, McCagg &
Fuller, which was continued up to the fire of
1871.
A large operator in real estate and identified with many enterprises of a public or benevo1812-;

r

lent character, his most important financial
venture was in connection with the Chicago
Marine & Fire Insurance Company, which conducted an extensive banking business for many
years, and of which he was the President and
leading spirit. As a citizen he was progressive,
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and liberal. He was one of the
main promoters and organizers of the old Galena
& Chicago Union Railway, the first railroad to
run west from Lake Michigan was also promi-

public-spirited

;

nently identified with the founding of the Chicago public school system, a Trustee of the (old)
Chicago University, and one of the founders of
the Chicago Historical Society, of the Chicago
Academy of Sciences and the Chicago Astrobeing the first President
nomical Society
He erected, at a cost of
of the latter body.
§30,000, the Fort Dearborn Observatory, in
which he caused to be placed the most powerful telescope which had at that time been brought
to the West. He also maintained the observatory
at his own expense.
He was the pioneer of
Swedenborgianism in Chicago, and, in politics, a
staunch Whig, and, later, an ardent Republican.
In 1844 he was one of the founders of "The Chicago American," a paper designed to advance
the candidacy of Henry Clay for the Presidency;
and, in 1872, when "The Chicago Tribune"
espoused the Liberal Republican cause, he started
"The Inter-Ocean" as a Republican organ, being,

—

for

some time, its sole proprietor and editor-inHe was one of the first to encourage the

chief.

adoption of the homeopathic system of medicine
in Chicago, and was prominently connected with
the founding of the Hahnemann Medical College
and the Hahnemann Hospital, being a Trustee in
both for many years. As a member of the General Assembly he secured the passage of many
important measures, among them being legislation looking toward the bettering of the currency
and the banking system. He accumulated a
large fortune, but lost most of it by the fire of
Died, in Chicago,
1871 and the panic of 1873.

March

17, 1890.

SCARRITT, Nathan,
necticut,

came

pioneer,

was born

in Con-

to Edwardsville, III, in 1820, and,

in 1821, located in

Scarritt's

Prairie,

Madison

His sons afterward became influential
in business and Methodist church circles. Died,

County.
Dec.

12, 1847.

SCENERY, NATURAL. Notwithstanding

the
uniformity of surface which characterizes a
country containing no mountain ranges, but
which is made up largely of natural prairies,
there are a number of localities in Illinois where
scenery of a picturesque, and even bold and
rugged character, may be found. One of the
most striking of these features is produced by a
spur or low range of hills from the Ozark Mountains of Missouri, projected across the southern
part of the State from the vicinity of Grand
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in Jackson County, through the northern
part of Union, and through portions of Williamson, Johnson, Saline, Pope and Hardin Counties.

Tower

Grand Tower, the

initial point in

the western

an isolated cliff of limestone,
standing out in the channel of the Mississippi,
and forming an island nearly 100 feet above lowwater level. It has been a conspicuous landmark
part of the State,

is

for navigators ever since the discovery of

the

"Fountain Bluff," a few miles
above Grand Tower, is another conspicuous point
immediately on the river bank, formed by some
isolated hills about three miles long by a mile
and a half wide, which have withstood the forces
that excavated the valley now occupied by the
Mississippi.
About half a mile from the lower
end of this hill, with a low valley between them,
is a smaller eminence known as the "Devil's
Bake Oven." The main chain of bluffs, known
as the "Back Bone," is about five miles from the
river, and rises to a height of nearly 700 feet
above low-tide in the Gulf of Mexico, or more
than 400 feet above the level of the river at
Cairo.
"Bald Knob" is a very prominent inland
bluff promontory near Alta Pass on the line of
the Mobile & Ohio Railroad, in the northern part
of Union County, with an elevation above tidewater of 985 feet. The highest point in this
range of hills is reached in the northeastern part
of Pope County the elevation at that point (as
ascertained by Prof. Rolfe of the State University
There is some
at Champaign) being 1,046 feet.
striking scenery in the neighborhood of Grafton
between Alton and the mouth of the Illinois, as
well as some distance up the latter streamthough the landscape along the middle section of
the Illinois is generally monotonous or only
gently undulating, except at Peoria and a few
other points, where bluffs rise to a considerable
height.
On the Upper Illinois, beginning at
Peru, the scenery again becomes picturesque,
including the celebrated "Starved Rock," the
site of La Salle's Fort St. Louis (which see).
Mississippi.

—

—

This rock rises to a perpendicular height of
about 125 feet from the surface of the river at the
ordinary stage. On the opposite side of the river,
about four miles below Ottawa, is "Buffalo
Rock," an isolated ridge of rock about two miles
long by forty to sixty rods wide, evidently once
an island at a period when the Illinois River
occupied the whole valley. Additional interest
is given to both these localities by their association with early history. Deer Park, on the Vermilion River some two miles from where it
empties into the Illinois, just below "Starved

—

—

Rock" is a peculiar grotto-bike formation, caused
by a ravine which enters the Vermilion at this
point.
Ascending this ravine from its mouth,
for a quarter of a mile, between almost perpendicular walls, the road terminates abruptly at a

dome-like overhanging rock which widens at this
point to about 150 feet in diameter at the base,
with a height of about 75 feet. A clear spring
of water gushes from the base of the cliff, and, at
certain seasons of the year, a beautiul water-fall

pours from the cliffs into a little lake at the botof the chasm.
There is much other striking
scenery higher up, on both the Illinois and Fox
Rivers.
A point which arrested the attention of
the earliest explorers in this region was Mount
It is first
Joliet, near the city of that name.
mentioned by St. Cosme in 1698, and has been
variously known as Mon jolly, Mont Jolie, Mount

tom

—

Juliet,

and Mount

Joliet.

It

had an

elevation, in

early times, of about 30 feet with a level top

by 225 feet. Prof. O. H. Marshall, in "The
American Antiquarian," expresses the opinion
that, originally, it was an island in the river,
1,300

which, at a remote period, swept
of the

Des Plaines.

rallying

point

of

Mount
Illinois

down

Joliet

the valley

was a

favorite

who were

Indians,

accustomed to hold their councils at

its base.

The scenery along Rock River is not striking
from its boldness, but it attracted the attention
of early explorers by the picturesque beauty of
its groves, undulating plains and sheets of water.
The highest and most abrupt elevations are met
with in Jo Daviess County, near the Wisconsin
Pilot Knob, a natural luound about
three miles south of Galena and two miles from
the Mississippi, has been a landmark well known
State line.

and river men ever since the Upper
began to be navigated. Towering
above the surrounding bluffs, it reaches an altitude of some 430 feet above the ordinary level of
Fever River. A chain of some half dozen of these
mounds extends some four or five miles in a northeasterly direction from Pilot Knob, Waddel's and

to tourists
Mississippi

Jackson's Mounds being conspicuous among
them. There are also some castellated rocks
around the city of Galena which are very striking.
Charles Mound, belonging to the system
already referred to, is believed to be the highest
elevation in the State. It stands near the Wisconsin State line, and, according to Prof. Rolfe,
has an altitude of 314 feet above the Illinois Central Railroad at Scales'

feet

Mound

Station, and, 1,257

above the Gulf of Mexico.

SCHAUMBERG,

a

village

Township, Cook County.

in

Schaumberg

Population, 573.
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SCHNEIDER,

George, journalist and banker,

at Pirmasens, Bavaria, Dec. 13, 1823.
sentenced to death Jfor his participation in

was born

Being
the attempted rebellion of 1848, he escaped to
America in 1849, going from New York to CleveThere, in conland, and afterwards to St. Louis.
nection with his brother, he established a German
daily "The New Era" which was intensely

—

anti-slavery

—

and exerted a decided

ence, especially

among

persons of

political influ-

German

birth.

In 1851 he removed to Chicago, where he became
editor of "The Staats Zeitung," in which he
vigorously opposed the Kansas-Nebraska bill on
its introduction by Senator Douglas. His attitude
and articles gave such offense to the partisan
friends of this measure, that "The Zeitung" was
threatened with destruction by a mob in 1855.
He early took advanced ground in opposition to
slavery, and was a member of the convention of
Anti-Nebraska editors, held at Decatur in 1856,
and of the first Republican State Convention, held
at Bloomington the same year, as well as of the
National Republican Conventions of 1856 and
1860, participating in the nomination of both
John C. Fremont and Abraham Lincoln for the
Presidency. In 1861 he was a member of the
Chicago Union Defense Committee, and was
appointed, by Mr. Lincoln, Consul-General at

Denmark. Returning to America in
he disposed of his interest in "The Staats
Zeitung" and was appointed the first Collector of
Internal Revenue for the Chicago District. On
retiring from this office he engaged in banking,
subsequently becoming President of the National
Bank of Illinois, with which he was associated
In 1877 President
for a quarter of a century.
Hayes tendered him the ministry to Switzerland,
which he declined. In 1880 he was chosen Presidential Elector for the State-at-large, also serving
for a number of years as a member of the Republican State Central Committee.
SCHOFIELD, John McAllister, Major-General,
was born in Chautauqua County, N. Y. Sept 29,
1831 brought to Bristol, Kendall County, 111. in
1843, and, two years later, removed to Freeport
graduated from the United States Military Academy, in 1853, as classmate of Generals McPherson
and Sheridan was assigned to the artillery service and served two years in Florida, after which
he spent five years (1855-60) as an instructor at
West Point. At the beginning of the Civil War
he was on leave of a.bsence, acting as Professor
of Physics in Washington University at St.
Louis, but, waiving his leave, he at once returned
to duty and was appointed mustering officer;

Elsinore,
1862,

,

,

;

;
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then, by permission of the War Department,
entered the First Missouri Volunteers as Major,

serving as Chief of Staff to General Lyon in the
early battles in Missouri, including Wilson's
Creek. His subsequent career included the
organization of the Missouri State Militia (1862),
command of the Army of the Frontier in Southwest Missouri, command of the Department of
the Missouri and Ohio, participation in the
Atlanta campaign and co-operation with Sherin the capture of the rebel Gen. Joseph E.
Johnston in North Carolina—his army having
been transferred for this purpose, from Tennessee
by way of Washington. After the close of the
war he went on a special mission to Mexico
to investigate the French occupation of that
country was commander of the Department of
the Potomac, and served as Secretary of War, by
appointment of President Johnson, from June,
On retiring from the Cabi1868, to March, 1869.
net he was commissioned a full Major-General
and held various Division and Department commands until 1886, when, on the death of General
Sherman, he succeeded to the command of the
Army, with headquarters
at Washington.
He was retired under the age limit, Sept. 29,
1895.
His present home is in Washington.
SCHOLFIELD, John, jurist, was born in Clark
County, 111. in 1834 acquired the rudiments of
an education in the common schools during boyhood, meanwhile gaining some knowledge of the
higher branches through toilsome application to
text-books without a preceptor. At the age of
20 he entered the law school at Louisville, Ky.,
graduating two years later, and beginning prac-

man

;

;

,

tice at Marshall,

111.

He

defrayed his expenses

law school from the proceeds of the sale of
a small piece of land to which he had fallen heir.
In 1856 he was elected State's Attorney, and, in
1860, was chosen to represent his county in the
Legislature. After serving one term he returned
to his professional career and succeeded in building up a profitable practice. In 1869-70 he represented Clark and Cumberland Counties in the
Constitutional Convention, and, in 1870, became
In 1873 he
Solicitor for the Vandalia Railroad.
was elected to fill the vacancy on the bench of the
Supreme Court of the State for the Middle Grand
Division, caused by the resignation of Judge
Anthony Thornton, and re-elected without oppoDied, in office, Feb. 13,
sition in 1879 and 1888.
at the

It has been claimed that President Cleveland would have tendered him the Chief Justiceship of the United States Supreme Court, had he
not insistently declined to accept the honor.

1893.
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SCHOOL-HOUSES, EARLY. The

primitive

school-houses of Illinois were built of logs, and
were extremely rude, as regards both structure
and furnishing. Indeed, the earliest pioneers
rarely erected a special building to be used as a

An old smoke-house, an abandoned
dwelling, an old block-house, or the loft or one

school-house.

end of a settler's cabin not unf requently answered
the purpose, and the church and the court-house
were often made to accommodate the school.
When a school-house, as such, was to be built, the
men of the district gathered at the site selected,
bringing their axes and a few other tools, with
their ox-teams, and devoted four or five days to
constructing a house into which, perhaps, not a
nail was driven.
Trees were cut from the public
without hewing, fashioned into a
Sixteen feet square was usually considered the proper dimensions. In the walls
were cut two holes, one for a door to admit light
and air, and the other for the open fireplace, from
which rose a chimney, usually built of sticks and
mud, on the outside. Danger of fire was averted
by thickly lining the inside of the chimney with
clay mortar. Sometimes, but only with great
lands, and,

cabin.

stone was substituted for mortar made
from the clay soil. The chimneys were always
wide, seldom less than six feet, and sometimes
extending across one entire end of the building.
The fuel used was wood cut directly from the
forest, frequently in its green state, dragged to
the spot in the form of logs or entire trees to be
cut by the older pupils in lengths suited to the
width of the chimney. Occasionally there was
no chimney, the fire, in some of the most primitive structures, being built on the earth and the
smoke escaping through a hole in the roof. In
such houses a long board was set up on the windward side, and shifted fiom side to side as the
wind varied. Stones or logs answered for
andirons, clapboards served as shovels, and no
one complained of the lack of tongs. Roofs were
labor,

made
by

of roughly split clapboards, held in place
"weight poles" laid on the boards, and by sup-

poles." The space
which constituted the walls of
the building, was filled in with blocks of wood
or "chinking," and the crevices, both exterior
and interior, daubed over with clay mortar, in
which straw was sometimes mixed to increase its

ports starting from "eaves

between the

logs,

On one side of the structure one
were sometimes cut out to allow the
admission of light and, as glass could not always
be procured, rain and snow were excluded and
Over
light admitted by the use of greased paper.

adhesiveness.

or

two

logs

;

this space a board, attached to the outer wall

by

was sometimes suspended to keep
out the storms. The placing of a glass window
leather hinges,
in a

country school-house at Edwardsville, in

was considered an important event. Ordinarily the floor was of the natural earth, although
this was sometimes covered with a layer of clay,
firmly packed down.. Only the more pretentious
school-houses had "puncheon floors"; i. e., floors
made of split logs roughly hewn. Few had
1824,

"ceilings"

(so-called),

the latter being usually

made of clapboards, sometimes of bark, on which
was spread earth, to keep out the cold. The
seats

were

also of

puncheons (without backs)

supported on four legs

made

of pieces of poles

No one had a desk,
who were learning to

inserted through augur holes.

except the advanced pupils
write.
For their convenience a broader and
smoother puncheon was fastened into the wall
by wooden pins, in such a way that it would
slope downward toward the pupil, the front being
supported by a brace extending from the wall.
When a pupil was writing he faced the wall.
When he had finished this task, he "reversed himself" and faced the teacher and his schoolmates.
These adjuncts completed the furnishings, with
the exception of a split-bottomed chair for the
teacher (who seldom had a desk) and a pail, or
"piggin," of water, with a gourd for a drinking

Rough and uncouth as these structures
were, they were evidences of public spirit and of
appreciation of the advantages of education.
cup.

They were built and maintained by mutual aid
and sacrifice, and, in them, some of the great men
of the State and Nation obtained that primary
training which formed the foundation of their
subsequent careers.

(See Education.)

SCHUYLER COUNTY,

located in the western
portion of the State, has an area of 430 square
miles, and was named for Gen. Philip Schuyler.
The first American settlers arrived in 1823, and,

among

the earliest pioneers, were Calvin Hobart,
William H. Taylor and Orris McCartney. The
county was organized from a portion of Pike
County, in 1825, the first Commissioners being
Thomas Blair, Thomas McKee and Samuel Horney. The Commissioners appointed to locate the

county-seat, selected a site in the eastern part of
the count3 about one mile west of the present
village of Pleasant View, to which the name of
Beardstown was given, and where the earliest
court was held, Judge John York Sawyer presiding, with Hart Fellows as Clerk, and Ori'is McCartney, Sheriff. This location, however, proving
r

unsatisfactory,

new Commissioners were

ap-
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pointed, who, in the early part of 1826, selected
the present site of the city of Rushville, some
five miles west of the point originally chosen.
The new seat of justice was first called Rushton,
in honor of Dr. Benjamin Rush, but the name

was afterwards changed to Rushville. Ephraim
Eggleston was the pioneer of Rushville. The
surface of the county is rolling, and the region
contains excellent farming land, which is well
watered by the Illinois River and numerous
Population (1890), 10,013; (1900), 16,129.
Frederick, Arctic explorer, was
born at Galena, 111., Sept. 29, 1849; graduated
from the United States Military Academy in 1871,
and was commissioned Second Lieutenant in the
Third Cavalry, serving on the frontier until 1877,
meantime studying law and medicine, being
admitted to the bar in 1875, and graduating in
medicine in 1876. Having his interest excited by
reports of traces of Sir John Franklin's expedition, found by the Esquimaux, he obtained leave
of absence in 1878, and, with Wm. H. Gilder as
second in command, sailed from New York in the
"Eothen," June 19, for King William's Land.
creeks.

SCHWATKA,

The party returned, Sept.
and buried the skeletons

22, 1880,

of

many

having found
of Franklin's

which tended to
up the mystery of their fate. During this

party, besides discovering relics
clear

made a sledge journey of 3,251 miles.
Again, in 1883, he headed an exploring expedition
up the Yukon River. After a brief return to
army duty he tendered his resignation in 1885,
and the next year led a special expedition to
Alaska, under the auspices of "The New York
Times," later making a voyage of discovery
among the Aleutian Islands. In 1889 he conducted an expedition to Northern Mexico, where
period he

he found

many

interesting relics of Aztec civiliHe
cliff and cave-dwellers.

zation and of the

received the Roquette Arctic Medal from the
Geographical Society of Paris, and a medal from
the Imperial Geographical Society of Russia also
published several volumes relating to his researches, under the titles, "Along Alaska's
;

Great River"; "The Franklin Search Under
Lieutenant Schwatka" "Nimrod of the North"
and "Children of the Cold." Died, at Portland,
Ore., Nov. 2, 1892.
SCOTT, James W., journalist, was born in
Walworth County, Wis., June 26, 1849, the son
of a printer, editor and publisher. While a boy
he accompanied his father to Galena, where the
latter established a newspaper, and where he
learned the printer's trade. After graduating
from the Galena high school, he entered Beloit
;

;
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College, but left at the end of his sophomore year.
Going to NewYork, he became interested in floriculture, at the same time contributing short
articles to

horticultural periodicals.

Later he

was a compositor in Washington. His first newspaper venture was the publication of a weekly
newspaper in Maryland in 1872. Returning to
Illinois,

conjointly with his father

he started

"The Industrial Press" at Galena, but, in 1875,
removed to Chicago. There he purchased "The
Daily National Hotel Reporter," from which he
withdrew a few years later. In May, 1881, in
conjunction with others, he organized The Chicago Herald Company, in which he ultimately
secured a controlling interest. His journalistic
and executive capability soon brought additional
responsibilities.
He was chosen President of the

American Newspaper Publishers' Association,

of

the Chicago Press Club, and of the United Press
the latter being an organization for the collection and dissemination of telegraphic news to
journals throughout the United States and Can-

—

ada.

He was

also conspicuously connected

with

preliminary

organization of the World's
Columbian Exposition, and Chairman of the
Press Committee. In 1893 lie started an evening
paper at Chicago, which he named "The Post."
Early in 1895 he purchased "The Chicago Times,"
intending to consolidate it with "The Herald,"
but before the final consummation of his plans,
he died suddenly, while on a business visit in
New York, April 14, 1895.
SCOTT, John M., lawyer and jurist, was born
in St. Clair County, 111., August 1, 1824; his
father being of Scotch -Irish descent and his
mother a Virginian. His attendance upon district schools was supplemented by private tuition,
and his early education was the best that the
comparatively new country afforded. He read
law at Belleville, was admitted to the bar in

the

1848, removed to McLean County, which continued to be his home for nearly fifty years. He
served as County School Commissioner from 1849
to 1852, and, in the latter year, waselected County
Judge. In 1856 he was an unsuccessful Republican candidate for the State Senate, frequently
speaking from the same platform with Abraham
Lincoln. In 1862 he was elected Judge of the
Circuit Court of the Eighth Judicial Circuit, to
succeed David Davis on the elevation of the
latter to the bench of the United States Supreme
Court, and was re-elected in 1867. In 1870, a
new judicial election being rendered necessary
by the adoption of the new Constitution, Judge
Scott was chosen Justice of the Supreme Court
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term of nine years was re-elected in 1879,
but declined a renomination in 1888. The latter
years of his life were devoted to his private
affairs.
Died, at Bloomington, Jan. 21, 1898.
Shortly before his death Judge Scott published a
volume containing a History of the Illinois
Supreme Court, including brief sketches of the
early occupants of the Supreme Court bench and
early lawyers of the State.
for a

;

SCOTT, Matthew
and

Thompson,
was born

real-estate operator,

agriculturist

at Lexington,

Ky., Feb. 24, 1828; graduated at Centre College
in 1846, then spent several years looking after his
father's landed interests in Ohio, when he came

and invested largely in lands for himHe laid out the town of Chenoa
in 1856; lived in Springfield in 1870-72, when he
removed to Bloomington, where he organized the
McLean County Coal Company, remaining as its
head until his death; was also the founder of
"The Bloomington Bulletin," in 1878. Died, at

to Illinois
self

and

others.

Bloomington,

May

21, 1891.

10,304; (1900), 10,455.

SCOTT, Owen, journalist and ex-Congressman,
was born in Jackson Township, Effingham
County,

on a farm, and,
common-school edubecame a teacher, and was, for eight
111.,

July

6,

Adam Miller. Allen erected the first house in the
county, John Scott the second and Adam Miller
the third. About the same time came Stephen
M. Umpstead, whose wife was the first white
woman in the county. Other pioneers were
Jedediah Webster, Stephen Pierce, Joseph Densmore, Jesse Roberts, and Samuel Bogard. The
country was rough and the conveniences of civilization few and remote.
Settlers took their corn
to Edwardsville to be ground, and went to Alton
for their mail.
Turbulence early showed itself,
and, in 1822, a band of "Regulators" was organized
from the best citizens, who meted but a rough
and ready sort of justice, until 1830, occasionally
shooting a desperado at his cabin door. Scott
County was cut off from Morgan and organized
in 1839. It contains good farming land, much of
it
being originally timbered, and it is well
watered by the Illinois River and numerous
small streams. Winchester is the county-seat.
Population of the county (1880), 10,741; (1890),

1848, reared

after receiving a thorough

SCRIPPS, John

was born near
was taken to
Rushville, 111., in childhood, and educated at
McKendree College; studied law and came to
L., journalist,

Cape Girardeau, Mo., Feb.

18,

1818;

cation

with the intention of practicing,
bought a third interest in
"The Chicago Tribune," which had been established during the previous year.
In 1852 he
withdrew from "The Tribune," and, in conjunction with William Bross (afterwards Lieuten-

ing the past few years, Mr. Scott has been editor
"The Bloomington Leader."
SCOTT COUNTY, lies in the western part of
the State adjoining the Illinois River, and has an
area of 248 square miles. The region was originally owned by the Kickapoo Indians, who
ceded it to the Government by the treaty of
Edwardsville, July 30, 1819. Six months later
(in January, 1820) a party of Kentuckians settled
near Lynnville (now in Morgan County), their
names being Thomas Stevens, James Scott,
Alfred Miller, Thomas Allen, John Scott and

ant-Governor), established "The Daily Democratic Press," which was consolidated with "The
Tribune" in July, 1858, under the name of "The
Press and Tribune," Mr. Scripps remaining one
of the editors of the new concern. In 1861 he
was appointed, by Mr. Lincoln, Postmaster of the
city of Chicago, serving until 1865, when, having
sold his interest in "The Tribune," he engaged in
the banking business as a member of the firm of
Scripps, Preston & Kean.
His health, however,
soon showed signs of failure, and he died, Sept.
21, 1866, at Minneapolis, Minn., whither he had
gone in hopes of restoration. Mr. Scripps was a
finished and able writer who did much to elevate
the standard of Chicago journalism.
SCROGGS, George, journalist, was born at
Wilmington, Clinton, County, Ohio, Oct. 7, 1842
the Son of Dr. John W. Scroggs, who came to
Champaign County, 111., in 1851, and, in 1858,
took charge of "The Central Illinois Gazette." In
1866-67 Dr. Scroggs was active in securing the
location of the State University at Champaign,
afterwards serving as a member of the first Board

cation,

years, Superintendent of Schools for his native

county. In January, 1874, he was admitted to
the bar, but abandoned practice, ten years later,
to engage in

newspaper work.

His

first

publi-

was "The Effingham Democrat," which he
left to become proprietor and manager of "The
Bloomington Bulletin." He was also publisher
of "The Illinois Freemason," a monthly periodical.
Before removing to Bloomington he filled
the offices of City Attorney and Mayor of Effingham, and also served as Deputy Collector of
Internal Revenue. In 1890 he was elected as a
Democrat from the Fourteenth Illinois District
to the Fifty-second Congress.
In 1892 he was a
candidate for re-election, but was defeated by his
Republican opponent, Benjamin F. Funk. Durof

Chicago in

1847,

but, a year or so later,

—
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became an apprentice in

of Trustees of that institution.

age of

15,

printing

office,

continuing until

enlisted as a private in the

son, at the

his father's

1862,

when he

One Hundred and

Twenty-fifth Illinois Volunteer Infantry, being
promoted through the positions of Sergeant-Major
and Second Lieutenant, and finally serving on
the staffs of Gen. Jeff. C. Davis and Gen. James
D. Morgan, but declining a commission as AdjuIllinois.
He participated in
the battles of Perryville, Chickamauga, Mission
Ridge and the march with Sherman to the sea, in
the latter being severely wounded at Bentonville,
N. C. He remained in the service until July,
1865, when he resigned; then entered the University at Champaign, later studied law, meanwhile writing for "The Champaign Gazette and

tant of the Sixtieth

Union," of which he finally became sole proprietor.
In 1877 he was appointed an Aid-de-Camp
on the staff of Governor Cullom, and, the following year, was elected to the Thirty-first General
Assembly, but, before the close of the session
(1879), received the appointment of United States
Consul to Hamburg, Germany. He was compelled to surrender this position, a year later, on
account of ill-health, and, returning home, died,

SEATONVILLE,

a village in Hall Township,
Population (1900), 909.
SECRETARIES OF STATE. The following is

Bureau County.

of the Secretaries of State of Illinois from
admission into the Union down to the present
time (1899), with the date and duration of the
term of each incumbent: Elias Kent Kane,
list

its

1818-22;

Samuel D. Lockwood,

1822-23;

David

October,

Blackwell, 1823-24; Morris Birkbeck,
1824 to January, 1825 (failed of confirmation by
the Senate); George Forquer, 1825-28 Alexander
Pope Field, 1828-40 Stephen A. Douglas, 1840-41
(served three months resigned to take a seat, on
;

;

—

the Supreme bench); Lyman Trumbull, 1841-43;
Thompson Campbell, 1843-46; Horace S. Cooley,
1846-50; David L. Gregg, 1850-53; Alexander
Starne, 1853-57; Ozias M. Hatch, 1857-65; Sharon

Tyndale, 1865-69; Edward Rummel, 1869-73;
George H. Harlow, 1873-81; Henry D. Dement,
1881-89; Isaac N. Pearson, 1889-93; William H.
Hinrichsen, 1893-97; James A. Rose, 1897
Nathaniel Pope and Joseph Phillips were the only
.

Secretaries

of

Illinois

during

period, the former serving

the

from 1809

Territorial
to 1816,

and

the latter from 1816 to 1818. Under the first Constitution (1818) the office of the Secretary of
State was filled by appointment by the Governor,
by and with the advice and consent of the

limitation as to

term of

By

the Constitution of 1848, and again by
that of 1870, that officer was made elective by
the people at the same time as the Governor, for
a term of four years.
SECRET TREASONABLE SOCIETIES. Early
office.

War of the Rebellion there sprang up, at
various points in the Northwest, organizations of
persons disaffected toward the National Govern-

in the

ment.

They were most numerous in Ohio, IndiKentucky and Missouri. At first

ana, Illinois,

known by such titles as "Circles of
Honor," "Mutual Protective Associations," etc.
But they had kindred aims and their members
were soon united in one organization, styled
"Knights of the Golden Circle." Its secrets
having been partially disclosed, this body ceased
to exist or, it would be more correct to say,
changed its name being soon succeeded (1863)
by an organization of similar character, called
the "American Knights." These societies, as
first formed, were rather political than military.
The "American Knights" had more forcible
aims, but this, in turn, was also exposed, and the
order was re-organized under the name of "Sons

they were

—

—

'

of Liberty."

Indiana, and,

Oct. 15, 1880.

a

Senate, but without

473

The last named order started in
owing to its more perfect organi-

zation, rapidly spread over the
Northwest,
acquiring much more strength and influence than
its predecessors had done.
The ultimate authority of the organization was vested in a Supreme
Council, whose officers were a "supreme commander," "secretary of state," and "treasurer."
Each State represented formed a division, under a
'deputy grand commander.
States were divided
into military districts, under "major-generals."
County lodges were termed "temples." The
order was virtually an officered army, and its
'

'

'

aims were aggressive.

It

had

its

commander-in-

brigades and its regiments. Three
degrees were recognized, and the oaths of secrecy
taken at each initiation surpassed, in binding
force, either the oath of allegiance or an oath
taken in a court of justice. The maintenance of
slavery, and forcible opposition to a coercive
policy by the Government in dealing with secession, were the pivotal doctrines of the order. Its
methods and purposes were to discourage enlistments and resist a draft; to aid and protect
deserters; to disseminate treasonable literature;
to aid the Confederates in destroying Government
property. Clement L. Vallandigham, the expatriated traitor, was at its head, and, in 1864,
claimed that it had a numerical strength of 400,000, of whom 65,000 were in Illinois. Many overt
chief,

its
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were committed, but the organization, having been exposed and defeated in its objects, disbanded in 1865. (See Camp Douglas Conspiracy.

acts

SELBY, Paul, editor, was born in Pickaway
County, Ohio, July 20, 1825; removed with his
parents, in 1837, to Van Buren County, Iowa, but,
at the age of 19, went to Southern Illinois, where
he spent four years teaching, chiefly in Madison
County. In 1848 he entered the preparatory
department of Illinois College at Jacksonville,
but left the institution during his junior year to
assume the editorship of ''The Morgan Journal,"
at Jacksonville, with which he remained until
the fall of 1858, covering the period of the
organization of the Republican party, in which
"The Journal" took an active part. He was a
member of the Anti-Nebraska (afterwards known
as Republican) State Convention, which met at
Springfield, in October, 1854 (the first ever held in
the State), and, on Feb. 22, 1856, attended and
presided over a conference of Anti-Nebraska
editors of the State at Decatur, called to devise a
line of policy for the newly organizing RepubAnti-Nebraska Editorial
lican
party.
(See
Convention.) This body appointed the first
Republican State Central Committee and designated the date of the Bloomington Convention
of May 29, following, which put in nomination
the first Republican State ticket ever named in
Illinois, which ticket was elected in the following
November. (See Bloomington Convention.) In
1859 he prepared a pamphlet giving a history of
the celebrated Canal scrip fraud, which was
widely circulated.
(See Canal Scrip Fraud.)
Going South in the fall of 1859, he was engaged

in teaching in the State of Louisiana until the

June, 1861. Just two weeks before the
Fort Sumter he was denounced to his
Southern neighbors as an "abolitionist" and

last of
fall of

charged with having been connected with
"underground railroad," in letters from
secession sympathizers in the North, whose personal and political enmity he had incurred while
conducting a Republican paper in Illinois, some
falsely

the

of

whom

Slidell, of

referred

to

Louisiana,

Jefferson Davis, Senator

and other Southern leaders

their characters.
He at once
invited an investigation by the Board of Trustees of the institution, of which he was the
Principal, when that body although composed,
as vouchers for

—

—

Southern men on the basis
of testimonials from prominent citizens of Jacksonville, and other evidence, adopted resolutions
declaring the charges prompted by personal hosfor the

tility,

most

part, of

and delivered the

letters of his accusers into

Returning North with his family in
some nine months in the commissary and transportation branches of the service at Cairo and at Paducah, Ky. In July, 1862,
he became associate editor of "The Illinois State
Journal" at Springfield, remaining until NovemThe next six months were spent as
ber, 1865.
Assistant Deputy Collector in the Custom House
at New Orleans, but, returning North in June,
1866, he soon after became identified with the
Chicago press, serving, first upon the staff of "The
Evening Journal" and, later, on "The Republican." In May, 1868, he assumed the editorship
of "The Quincy Whig," ultimately becoming
his hands.

July, 1861, he spent

part proprietor of that paper, but, in January,
1874, resumed his old place on "The State Journal," four years later becoming one of its propri-

In 1880 he was appointed by President
Hayes Postmaster of Springfield, was reappointed
by Arthur in 1884, but resigned in 1886. Meanwhile he had sold his interest in "The Journal,"
but the following year organized a new company
for its purchase, when he resumed his former
etors.

In 1889 he disposed of his
holding in "The Journal," finally removing to
Chicago, whei e he has been employed in literary
work. In all he has been engaged in editorial
work over thirty-five years, of which eighteen
were spent upon "The State Journal." In 1860
Mr. Selby was complimented by his Alma Mater
with the honorary degree of A. M. He has been
twice married, first to Miss Erra Post, of Springfield, who died in November, 1865, leaving two
daughters, and, in 1870, to Mrs. Mary J. Hitchcock, of Quincy, by whom he had two children,
both of whom died in infancy.

position as editor.
-

SEMPLE, James, United States Senator, was
born in Green County, Ky. Jan. 5, 1798, of Scotch
descent after learning the tanner's trade, studied
law and emigrated to Illinois in 1818, removing
to Missouri four years later, where he was admitted to the bar. Returning to Illinois in 1828,
he began practice at Edwardsville, but later
became a citizen of Alton. During the Black
Hawk War he served as Brigadier-General. He
was thrice elected to the lower house of the
Legislature (1832, '34 and '36), and was Speaker
during the last two terms. In 1833 he was
elected Attorney-General by the Legislature, but
served only until the following year, and, in
1837, was appointed Minister to Granaila, South
America. In 1843 he was appointed, and afterwards elected, United States Senator to fill the
unexpired term of Samuel McRoberts, at the
,

;

expiration of his term (1847) retiring to private
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He laid out the town of Elsah, in Jersey
County, just south of which he owned a large
estate on the Mississippi bluffs, where he died,
life.

Deo.

20, 1866.

SENECA

(formerly Crotty), a village of La
on the Illinois River, the
Illinois & Michigan Canal and the Chicago, Rock
Island & Pacific and the Cleveland, Cincinnati,
Chicago & St. Louis Railways, 18 miles east of
several
Ottawa. It has a graded school,
churches, a bank, some manufactures, grain
warehouses, coal mines, telephone system and
one newspaper. Pop. (1890), 1,190; (1900), 1,036.
SENN, (Dr.) Nicholas, physican and surgeon,
was born in the Canton of St. Gaul, Switzerland,
Oct. 31, 1844; was brought to America at 8 years
of age, his parents settling at Washington, Wis.
He received a grammar school education at Fond
du Lac, and, in 1864, began the study of medicine, graduating at the Chicago Medical College
in 1868. After some eighteen months spent as
resident physician in the Cook County Hospital,
he began practice at Ashf ord, Wis. but removed
to Milwaukee in 1874, where he became attending
physician of the Milwaukee Hospital. In 1877 he
visited Europe, graduated the following year from
the University of Munich, and, on his return,
became Professor of the Principles of Surgery
Salle County, situated

,

in Rush Medical College
held the chair of the Practice of Surgery in the same institution.
Dr.
Senn has achieved great success and won an
international reputation in the treatment of
difficult cases of abdominal surgery.
He is the

and Surgical Pathology
in Chicago

—also has

author of a number of volumes on different
branches of surgery which are recognized as
standard authorities. A few years ago he purchased the extensive library of the late Dr. William Baum, Professor of Surgery in the University
of Gottingen, which he presented to the Newberry Library of Chicago. In 1893, Dr. Senn was
appointed Surgeon-General of
the
Illinois
National Guard, and has also been President of
the Association of Military Surgeons of the
National Guard of the United States, besides
being identified with various other medical
bodies.
Soon after the beginning of the SpanishAmerican War, he was appointed, by President
McKinley, a Surgeon of Volunteers with the rank
of Colonel, and rendered most efficient aid in the
military branch of the service at Camp Chickamauga and in the Santiago campaign.

SEXTON,

(Col.)

James

A.,

Commander-in-

Chief of Grand Army of the Republic, was born
in the city of Chicago, Jan. 5, 1844
in April,
;
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1861, being then only a little over 17, enlisted as a
private soldier under the first call for troops
issued by President Lincoln at the close of his
term was appointed a Sergeant, with authority to
;

recruit a

company which afterwards was attached

Later, he
Sixty-seventh with the
rank of Lieutenant, and, a few months after, to
the Seventy-second with a commission as Captain
of Company D, which he had recruited. As commander of his regiment, then constituting a part
of the Seventeenth Army Corps, he participated
in the battles of Columbia, Duck Creek, Spring
Hill, Franklin and Nashville, and in the Nashville campaign.
Both at Nashville and Franklin
he was wounded, and again, at Spanish Fort, by a
piece of shell which broke his leg. His regiment
took part in seven battles and eleven skirmishes,
and, while it went out 967 strong in officers and
men, it returned with only 332, all told, although
it had been recruited by 234 men.
He was known
as "The boy Captain,'' being only 18 years old
when he' received his first commission, and 21
when, after participating in the Mobile campaign, he was mustered out with the rank of
Lieutenant-Colonel. A iter the close of the wT ar
he engaged in planting in the South, purchasing
a plantation in Lowndes County, Ala., but, in
1867, returned to Chicago, where he became a
member of the firm of Cribben, Sexton & Co.,
stove manufacturers, from which he retired in
1898.
In 1884 he served as Presidential Elector
on the Republican ticket for the Fourth District,
and, in 1889, was appointed, by President Harrison,
Postmaster of the city of Chicago, serving over
In 1888 he was chosen Department
five years.
Commander of the Grand Army of the Republic
for the State of Illinois, and, ten years later, to
the position of Commander-in-Chief of the order,
which he held at the time of his death. He had
also been, for a number of years, one of the Trustees of the Soldiers' and Sailors' Home at Quincy,
and, during most of the time, President of the
Board. Towards the close of the year 1898, he
was appointed by President McKinley a member
of the Commission to investigate the conduct of
the Spanish- American War, but, before the Commission had concluded its labors, was taken with
"the grip," which developed into pneumonia,
from which he died in Washington, Feb. 5, 1899.
SEYMOUR, George Franklin, Protestant Episcopal Bishop, was born in New York City, Jan. 5,
1829; graduated from Columbia College in 1850,
and from the General Theological Seminary
(New York) in 1854. He received both minor
to the Fifty -first Volunteer Infantry.

was transferred

to the
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and major orders at the hands of Bishop Potter,
being made deacon in 1854 and ordained priest in
1855.
For several years he was engaged in missionary work. During this period he was prominently identified with the founding of St.
Stephen's College. After serving as rector in
various parishes, in 1865 he was made Professor
of Ecclesiastical History in the New York Seminary, and, ten years later, was chosen Dean of
the institution, still retaining his professorship.
Racine College conferred upon him the degree of
S.T.D., in 1867, and Columbia that of LL.D. in
1878.
In 1874 he was elected Bishop of Illinois,
but failed of confirmation in the House of Deputies.
Upon the erection of the new diocese of
Springfield (1877) he accepted and was consecrated Bishop at Trinity Church, N. Y., June 11,
1878.
He was a prominent member of the Third
Pan-Anglican Council (London, 1885), and has
done much to foster the growth and extend the
influence of his church in his diocese.
SHABBONA, a village of De Kalb County, on

the Iowa Division of the Chicago, Burlington &
Quincy Railroad, 25 miles west of Aurora.

Population

(1890), 502; (1900), 587.

SHABONA

(or Shabbona), an Ottawa Chief,
was born near the Maumee River, in Ohio, about
1775, and served under Tecumseh from 1807 to
the battle of the Thames in 1813. In 1810 he
accompanied Tecumseh and Capt. Billy Caldwell
(see Sanganash) to the homes of the Pottawatomies and other tribes within the present limits of
Illinois and Wisconsin, to secure their co-oper-

ation in driving the white settlers out of the
country. At the battle of the Thames, he was by

the side of Tecumseh when he fell, and both he
and Caldwell, losing faith in their British allies,
soon after submitted to the United States through

General Cass at Detroit. Shabona was opposed
to Black Hawk in 1832, and did much to thwart

Havthe plans of the latter and aid the whites.
ing married a daughter of a Pottawatomie chief,
who had a village on the Illinois River east of
the present city of Ottawa, he lived there for
some time, but finally removed 25 miles north to
Shabona's Grove in De Kalb County. Here he
remained till 1837, when he removed to Western
Missouri. Black Hawk's followers having a
reservation near by, hostilities began between
them, in which a son and nephew of Shabona
were killed. He finally returned to his old home
in Illinois, but found it occupied by whites, who
drove him from the grove that bore his name.
Some friends then bought for him twenty acres
of land on Mazon Creek, near Morris, where he

died, July 27, 1859.
He is described as a noble
specimen of his race. A life of him has been
published by N. Matson (Chicago, 1878).
SHANNON, a village of Carroll County, on the
Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway, 18 miles
southwest of Freeport. It is an important trade
center, has a bank and one newspaper.
Popu-

lation (1890), 591; (1900), 678.

SHAW, Aaron, former Congressman, born in
Orange County, N. Y., in 1811; was educated at
the Montgomery Academy, studied law and was
admitted to the bar at Goshen in that State. In
1833 he removed to Lawrence County, 111. He
has held various important public offices. He
was a member of the first Internal Improvement
Convention of the State; was chosen State's
Attorney by the Legislature, in which body he
served two terms; served four years as Judge of
the Twenty-fifth Judicial Circuit; was elected to
the Thirty-fifth Congress in 1856, and to the
Forty-eighth in 1882, as a Democrat.
SHAW, James, lawyer, jurist, was born in Ireland, May 3, 1832, brought to this country in infancy and grew up on a farm in Cass County, 111.
graduated from Illinois College in 1857, and, after
admission to the bar, began practice at Mount
Carroll.
In 1870 he was elected to the lower
house of the General Assembly, being re-elected
in 1872, '76 and '78.
He was Speaker of the
House during the session of 1877, and one of the
Republican leaders on the floor during the succeeding session. In 1872 he was chosen a Presidential Elector, and, in 1891, to a seat on the
Circuit bench from the Thirteenth Circuit,
and, in 1897 was re-elected for the Fifteenth
Circuit.

SHAWNEETOWN,

a city and the county-seat

of Gallatin County, on the Ohio River 120 miles

from its mouth and at the terminus of the Shawneetown Divisions of the Baltimore & Ohio Southwestern and the Louisville & Nashville Railroads;
is one of the oldest towns in the State, having
been laid out in 1808, and noted for the number
of prominent men who resided there at an early
day.
Coal is extensively mined in that section,
and Shawneetown is one of the largest shipping
points for lumber, coal and farm products
between Cairo and Louisville, navigation being
open the year round. Some manufacturing is
done here; the city has several mills, a foundry
and machine shop, two or three banks, several
churches, good schools and two weekly papers.
Since the disastrous floods of 1884 and 1898, Shawneetown has reconstructed its levee system on a
substantial scale, which is now believed to furnish
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first

Circuit Court in 1828.
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Coal

is

abundant,

of the Illinois State Constitutional Convention at
Through the influence of Senator
Springfield.

and limestone and sandstone are also found. The
surface is somewdiat rolling and well wooded.
The Little Wabash and Kaskaskia Rivers flow
through the central and southeastern portions.
The county lies in the very heart of the great
corn belt of the State, and has excellent transportation facilities, being penetrated by four lines of

Douglas he was induced, in

railway.

disaster.

Pop. (1900), 1,698; (1903,

SHEAHAN, James

est.), 3,200.

\V., journalist,

was born

in

Baltimore, Md., spent his early life, after reaching
manhood, in Washington City as a Congressional
Reporter, and, in 1847, reported the proceedings

1854, to accept the

"The Young America" newspaper
at Chicago, which was soon after changed to
"The Chicago Times." Here he remained until
the fall of 1860, when, "The Times" having been
sold and consolidated with "The Herald," a
editorship of

Buchanan-Breckenridge organ, he established a
new paper called "The Morning Post." This he
made representative of the views of the "War
Democrats" as against "The Times," which was
opposed to the war. In May, 1865, he sold the
plant of "The Post" and it became "The Chicago
now "Inter Ocean." A few
Republican"
months later. Mr. Sheahan accepted a position as
chief writer on the editorial staff of "The Chicago
Tribune," which he retained until his death,
June 17, 1883.
SHEFFIELD, a prosperous village of Bureau
County, on the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific

—

Railroad, 44 miles east of

able

coal mines,

Population

Rock

Island; has valu-

a bank and one

newspaper.

(1890), 993; (1900), 1,265.

SHELBY COUNTY, lies south of the center of
the State, and contains an area of 776 square
The tide of immigration to this county
miles.
was at first from Kentucky, Tennessee and North
Carolina, although later it began to set in from
the Northern States. The first cabin in the
county was built by Simeon Wakefield on what is
now the site of Williamsburg, first called Cold
Spring. Joseph Daniel was the earliest settler in
what is now Shelbyville, pre-empting ten acres,
which he soon afterward sold to Joseph Oliver,
the pioneer merchant of the county, and father
of the first white child born within its limits.
Other pioneers were Shimei Wakefield, Levi
Casey and Samuel Hall. In lieu of hats the early
settlers wore caps made of squirrel or coon skin,
with the tails dangling at the backs, and he was
regarded as well dressed who boasted a fringed
buckskin shirt and trousers, with moccasins.
The county was formed in 1827, and Shelbyville
made the county-seat. Both county and town
are named in honor of Governor Shelby, of Kentucky. County Judge Joseph Oliver held the
first court in the cabin of Barnett Bone, and
Judge Theophilus W. Smith presided over the

Population (1880), 30,270;

(1890), 31,-

191; (1900), 32,126.

SHELBYVILLE, the county-seat and an incorporated city of Shelby County, on the Kaskaskia
River and two lines of railway, 32 miles southeast
of Decatur.
Agriculture is carried on extensively, and there is considerable coal mining in
the immediate vicinity. The city has two flouring mills, a handle factory, a creamery, one
National and one State bank, one daily and four
weekly papers and one monthly periodical, an
Orphans' Home, ten churches, two graded
schools, and a public library.
Population (1890),
3,162; (1900), 3,546.

SHELDON, a village of Iroquois County, at the
intersection of the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago

&

St. Louis and the Toledo, Peoria & Western
Railways, 9 miles east of Watseka; has two banks
and a newspaper.
The region is agricultural.
Pop. (1890), 910; (1900), 1,103.

SHELDON, Benjamin R., jurist, was born in
Massachusetts in 1813, graduated from Williams
College in 1831, studied law at the Yale Law
School, and was admitted to practice in 1836.
Emigrating to Illinois, he located temporarily at
Hennepin, Putnam County, but soon removed to
Galena, and finally to Rockford. In 1848 he was
elected Circuit Judge of the Sixth Circuit, which
afterwards being divided, he was assigned to the
Fourteenth Circuit, remaining until 1870, when
he was elected a Justice of the Supreme Court,
presiding as Chief Justice in 1877.
He was reelected in 1879, but retired in 1888, being succeeded by the late Justice Bailey. Died, April
13, 1897.

SHEPPARD, Nathan, author and lecturer, was
born in Baltimore, Md., Nov. 9, 1834; graduated
at Rochester Theological Seminary in 1859 during the Civil War was special correspondent of
"The New York World" and "The Chicago Journal" and "Tribune," and, during the FrancoGerman War, of "The Cincinnati Gazette;" also
served as special American correspondent of
"The London Times," and was a contributor to
"Frazer's Magazine" and "Temple Bar." In 1873
he became a lecturer on Modern English Literature and Rhetoric in Chicago Universitv and,
;
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four years later, accepted a similar position in
Allegheny College; also spent four years in
Europe, lecturing in the principal towns of Great
Britain and Ireland. In 1884 he founded the
'.'Athenaeum" at Saratoga Springs, N. Y., of
which he was President until his death, early in
1888.

"The Dickens Reader," "Character Read-

ings from George Eliot" and "Essays of George
Eliot" were among the volumes issued by him
between 1881 and 1887. Died in New York City,
Jan. 24, 1888.

SHERMAN, Alson Smith, early Chicago Mayor,
was born

at Barre, Vt., April 21, 1811, remaining
there until 1836, when he came to Chicago and
began business as a contractor and builder. Several years later he opened the first stone quarries
at Lemont, 111. Mr. Sherman spent many years
in the service of Chicago as a public official.
From 1840 to 1842 he was Captain of a company

two years served as Chief of the
Fire Department, and was elected Alderman in
In 1844, he was
1842, serving again in 1846.
chosen Mayor, his administration being marked
by the first extensive public improvements made
After his term as Mayor he did
in Chicago.

of militia; for

much
city.

water supply for the
He was especially interested in promoting
to secure a better

common school

education, being for several years

a member of the City School Board. He was
Vice-President of the first Board of Trustees of
Northwestern University. Retired from active
pursuits, Mr. Sherman is now (1899) spending a
serene old age at Waukegan, 111. Oren (Sherman)
brother of the preceding and early Chicago merchant, was born at Barre, Vt., March 5, 1816.
After spending several years in a mercantile
house in Montpelier, Vt. at the age of twenty he

—

,

came

west,

first

to

1836, to Chicago,

the next

New

Buffalo, Mich., and, in

opening a dry-goods store there

spring.

Sherman continued

With

various

partners

Mr.

in a general mercantile busi-

ness until 1853, at the same time being extensively
engaged in the piwision trade, one-half the entire
transactions in pork in the city passing through

Next he engaged

Lis hands.

in developing stone

quarries at Lemont, 111. also became extensively
interested in the marble business, continuing in
;

this until a

when he
paralysis.

few years after the panic of

Died, in Chicago, Dec. 15, 1898.

SHERMAN,
Fairfield,

1873,

retired in consequence of a shock of

Vt.,

Elijah B., lawyer, was born at
June 18, 1832— his family being

distantly related to Roger Sherman, a signer of
the Declaration of Independence, and the late
Gjn. W. T. Sherman; gained his education in the

common

schools and at Middlebury College,
where he graduated in 1860 began teaching, but
;

soon after enlisted as a private in the war for the
Union received a Lieutenant's commission, and
served until captured on the eve of the battle at
Antietam, when he was paroled and sent to Camp
Douglas, Chicago, awaiting exchange. During
this period he commenced reading law and, hav
ing resigned his commission, graduated from the
law department of Chicago University in 1864
In 1876 he was elected Representative in the
General Assembly from Cook County, and reelected in 1878, and the following year appointed
Master in Chancery of the United States District
Court, a position which he still occupies
He has
repeatedly been called upon to deliver addresses
;

•

political, literary and patriotic occasions, one
of these being before the alumni of his alma

on

mater, in 1884, when he was complimented with
the degree of LL.D.

SHIELDS, James,
Senator,

was born

soldier

and United States

in Ireland in 1810, emigrated

and

to the United States at the age of sixteen,

began the practice of law at Kaskaskia in

He was

1832.

elected to the Legislature in 1836,

and

State Auditor in 1839. In 1843 he became a
Judge of the Supreme Court of the State, and, in
1845, was made Commissioner of the General
Land Office. In July, 1846, he was commissioned

Brigadier-General in the Mexican War gaining
the brevet of Major-General at Cerro-Gordo,
where he was severely wounded. He was again
wounded at Chapultepec, and mustered out in
1848.
The same year he was appointed Governor
of Oregon Territory.
In 1849 the Democrats in
the Illinois Legislature elected him Senator, and
he resigned his office in Oregon. In 1856 he
removed to Minnesota, and, in 1858, was chosen
United States Senator from that State, his term
expiring in 1859, when he established a residence
in California.
At the outbreak of the Civil War
(1861) he was superintending a mine in Mexico,
but at once hastened to Washington to tender his
services to the Governmnet.
He was commissioned Brigadier-General, and served with distinction until March, 1863, when the effect of
numerous wounds caused him to resign. He subsequently removed to Missouri, practicing law at
Carrollton and serving in the Legislature of that
State in 1874 and 1879. In the latter year he was
elected United States Senator to fill out the unexpired term of Senator Bogy, who had died in
office
serving only six weeks, but being the only
man in the history of the country who filled the
office of United States Senator from three differ-

—

HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.
Died, at

ent States.

Ottumwa, Iowa, June

1,

1879.

SHIPMAN, a town of Macoupin County, on the
Chicago & Alton Railway, 19 miles north-northeast of Alton and 14 miles southwest of Carlinville. Population (1890), 410; (1900), 396.
SHIPMAN, George E., M.D., physician and
philanthropist, born in New York City, March 4,
1820 graduated at the University of New York
in 1839, and took a course in the College of Physicians and Surgeons; practiced for a time at
;

where
Homeopathic
Hospital in that city, and, in 1855, was one of the
In 1871 he
first Trustees of Hahnemann College.
Peoria,

111.,

but, in 1846, located in Chicago,

he assisted in organizing the

first

established, in Chicago, the Foundlings'
his

own

his

life.

expense, giving to

it

Home

at

the latter years of

Died, Jan. 20, 1893.

SHOREY,

Daniel Lewis, lawyer and philanat Jonesborough, Washington
County, Maine, Jan. 31, 1824; educated at Phillips Academy, Andover, Mass., and at Dartmouth
College, graduating from the latter in 1851
taught two years in Washington City, meanwhile
reading law, afterwards taking a course at Dane
Law School, Cambridge was admitted to the bar
in Boston in 1854, the next year locating at
Davenport, Iowa, where he remained ten years.
In 1865 he removed to Chicago, where he prosecuted his profession until 1890, when he retired.
Mr. Shorey was prominent in the establishment
of the Chicago Public Library, and a member of
the first Library Board; was also a prominent
member of the Chicago Literary Club, and was a
Director in the new University of Chicago and
deeply interested in its prosperity. Died, in Chithropist,

was born

;

cago,

March

SHORT,

4,

1899.

William F., clergyman and
in Ohio in 1829, brought to
Morgan County, 111., in childhood, and lived upon
a farm until 20 years of age, when he entered
McKendree College, spending his senior year,
however, at Wesleyan University, Bloomington,
where he graduated in 1854. He had meanwhile
educator,

(Rev.)

was born

accepted a call to the Missouri Conference Seminary at Jackson, Mo. where he remained three
years, when he returned to Illinois, serving
churches at Jacksonville and elsewhere, for a
part of the time being Presiding Elder of the
Jacksonville District. In 1875 he was elected
President of Illinois Female College at Jacksonville, continuing in that position until 1893, when
he was appointed Superintendent of the Illinois
State Institution for the Blind at the same place,
but resigned early in 1897. Dr. Short received
;

47'J

the degree of D.D., conferred upon
Wesleyan University.

SHOUP, George
was born

him by Ohio

United States Senator,

L.,

at Kittanning, Pa.,

June

15, 1836,

came

to Illinois in 1852, his father locating on a stockfarm near Galesburg; in 1859 removed to Colorado,

where he engaged

in

mining and mercantile

business until 1861, when he enlisted in a company of scouts, being advanced from the rank of
First Lieutenant to the Colonelcy of the Third
Colorado Cavalry, meanwhile serving as Delegate
to the State Constitutional Convention of 1864.
Retiring to private life, he again engaged in mer-

cantile and mining business, first in Nevada and
then in Idaho; served two terms in the Terri
torial Legislature of the latter, was appointed
Territorial Governor in 1889 and, in 1890, way
chosen the first Governor of the State, in October
of the same year being elected to the United
States Senate, and re-elected in 1895 for a second
term, which ends in 1901. Senator Shoup is one
of the few Western Senators who remained faithful to the regular Republican organization, during

the political campaign of 1896.

SHOW ALTER, John W., jurist, was born in
Mason County, Ky., Feb. 8, 1844; resided some
years in Scott County in that State, and was
educated in the local schools, at Maysville and
Ohio University,
lege in 1867;

finally

came

graduating at Yale Col-

to Chicago in 1869, studied

law and was admitted to the bar in 1870. He
returned to Kentucky after the fire of 1871, but,
in 1872, again came to Chicago and entered the
employment of the firm of Moore & Caulfield,
with whom he had been before the fire. In 1873
he became a member of the firm of Abbott,
Oliver & Sho waiter (later, Oliver & Showalter),
where he remained until his appointment as
United States Circuit Judge, in March, 1895.
Died, in Chicago, Dec. 12, 1898.
SHTJMAN', Andrew, journalist and LieutenantGovernor, was born at Manor, Lancaster County,
His father dying in 1837, he
Pa., Nov. 8, 1830.
was reared by an uncle. At the age of 15 he
became an apprentice in the office of "The LanA year later he accaster Union and Sentinel."
companied his employer to Auburn, N. Y. .working
for two years on "The Daily Advertiser" of that
city, then known as Governor Seward's "home
organ." At the age of 18 he edited, published
during his leisure hours
and distributed
small weekly paper called "The Auburnian." At
the conclusion of his apprenticeship he was employed, for a year or two, in editing and publishing "The Cayuga Chief," a temperance journal.

—

—
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In 1851 he entered Hamilton College, but, before
the completion of his junior year, consented, at
the solicitation of friends of William H. Seward,
to assume editorial control of "The Syracuse
Daily Journal. " In July, 1856, he came to Chi-

by Rev. John M. Peck. This became the "Rock
Spring Seminary" in 1827, and, about 1831, was
united with an academy at Upper Alton. This
was the nucleus of "Alton" (afterward "Shurtleff") College.
As far as its denominational

cago, to accept an editorial position on "The
Evening Journal" of that city, later becoming

control is concerned, it has always been dominated by Baptist influence. Dr. Peck*s original
idea was to found a school for teaching theology
and Biblical literature, but this project was at
first inhibited by the" State.
Hubbard Loomis
and John Russell were among the first instructors.
Later, Dr. Benjamin Shurtleff donated the
college S10,000, and the institution was named in
his honor.
College classes were not organized
until 1840, and several years elapsed before a class
graduated.
Its endowment in 1898 was over

and President of the Journal Comto 1870 (first by executive
appointment and afterward by popular election)
he was a Commissioner of the Illinois State Penieditor-in-chief

pany.

From

1865

tentiary at Joliet, resigning the office four years
before the expiration of his term. In 1876 he
was elected Lieutenant-Governor on the Republican

ticket.

Owing

to

declining

health,

he

abandoned active journalistic work in 1888,
dying in Chicago, May 5, 1890. His home during

was

§126,000, in addition to §125,000

worth of real and

Lawyer," besides numerous
addresses before literary, commercial and scien-

personal property. About 255 students were in
attendance. Besides preparatory and collegiate
departments, the college also maintains a theological school.
It
has a faculty of twenty

tific associations.

instructors

the latter years of

Governor Shuman

Evanston.
was author of a romance
his

life

at

entitled "Loves of a

SRUMWAY,

Dorice Bwight, merchant, was
born at Williamsburg, Worcester County, Mass.,
Sept. 28, 1813, descended from French Huguenot

came to Zanesville, Ohio, in 1837, and
Montgomery County, 111., in 1841 married a
daughter of Hiram Rountree, an early resident

ancestry;
to

-;

of Hillsboro, and, in 1843, located in Christian

County; was engaged for a time in merchandising at Taylorville, but retired in 1858, thereafter
giving his attention to a large landed estate. In
1846 he was chosen Representative in the General
Assembly, served in the Constitutional Convention of 1847, and four years as County Judge of
Christian County. Died, May 9, 1870.
Hiram
P. (Shumway), eldest son of the preceding, was
born in Montgomery County, 111., June, 1842;
spent his boyhood on a farm in Christian County
and in his father's store at Taylorville took an
academy course and, in 1864, engaged in mercantile business; was Representative in the Twentyeighth General Assembly and Senator in the
Thirty-sixth and Thirty -seventh, afterwards
;

removing to Springfield, where he engaged in
the stone business.

SHURTLEFF

COLLEGE,

an

institution

Upper Alton, and the third estabIllinois.
It was originally incorporated

located at
lished in

as the "Alton College" in 1831, under a special
charter which was not accepted, but re-incorporated in 1835, in an "omnibus bill" with Illi-

and McKendree

Colleges.
(See Early Colprimal origin was a school at Rock
Spring in St. Clair County, founded about 1824,

nois

leges.)

Its

and

SIBLEY, a

is

co-educational.

on the Chicago Division of the Wabash Railway, 105 miles
south-southwest of Chicago; has banks and a
weekly newspaper. The district is agricultural.
Population (1890), 404; (1900), 444.
SIBLEY, Joseph, lawyer and jurist, was born
village of Ford County,

at Westfield, Mass., in 1818; learned the trade of
a whip-maker and afterwards engaged in mer-

chandising.

In 1843 he began the study of Jaw
upon admission to the

at Syracuse, N. Y., and,

came west, finally settling at Nauvoo. Hancock County. He maintained a neutral attitude
during the Mormon troubles, thus giving offense
In 1847 he was
to a section of the community.
an unsuccessful candidate for the Legislature,
but was elected in 1850, and re-elected in 1852.
In 1853 he removed to Warsaw, and, in 1855, was
bar,

elected Judge of the Circuit Court,

and

re-elected

being assigned to the bench
of the Appellate Court of the Second District, in
1877.
His residence, after 1865, was at Quincy,
where he died, June 18, 1897.
SIDELL, a village of Vermillion County, on the
Chicago & Eastern Illinois and Cincinnati, Hamilton & Dayton Railroads; has a bank, electric
Pop. (1900), 77£.
light plant and a newspaper.
SIDNEY, a village of Champaign County, on
the main line of the Wabash Railway, at the junction of a branch to Champaign, 48 miles east-northeast of Decatur. It is in a farming district; has a
in 1861, '67

and

'73,

bank and a newspaper. Population, (1900), 564.
SIM, (Dr.) William, pioneer physician, was
born at Aberdeen, Scotland, in 1795, came to
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manhood, and was the first phyPope County,
which he represented in the Fourth and Fifth
General Assemblies (1824 and '28). He married
a Miss Elizabeth Jack of Philadelphia, making
the journey from Golconda to Philadelphia for
that purpose on horseback. He had a family of

America

in early

sician to settle at Golconda, in

five children,

one son, Dr. Francis

L. Sim, rising

and, for a time,
being President of a Medical College at Memphis,

to distinction as a physician,

Tenn.

The

elder Dr.

Sim died

at Golconda, in

1868.

SIMS, James, early legislator and Methodist
was a native of South Carolina, but
removed to Kentucky in early manhood, thence
preacher,

111., and, in 1820, to SangaCounty, where he was elected, in 1822, as the
first Representative from that county in the
Third General Assembly. At the succeeding session of the Legislature, he was one of those who
voted against the Convention resolution designed
to prepare the way for making Illinois a slave
State.
Mr. Sims resided for a time in Menard
County, but finally removed to Morgan.
SINGER, Horace M., capitalist, was born in
Schnectady, N. Y., Oct. 1, 1823; came to Chicago
in 1836 and found employment on the Illinois &
Michigan Canal, serving as superintendent of
While thus
repairs upon the Canal until 1853.
employed he became one of the proprietors of
the stone-quarries at Lemont, managed by the
firm of Singer & Talcott until about 1890, when
they became the property of the Western Stone
Company. Originally a Democrat, he became a
Republican during the Civil War, and served as a
member of the Twenty-fifth General Assembly
(1867) for Cook County, was elected County Commissioner in 1870, and was Chairman of the
Republican County Central Committee in 1880.

to St. Clair County,

mon

He was

also

associated with several

financial

institutions, being a director of the First National

of the Auditorium Company of Chiand a member of the Union League and
Calumet Clubs. Died, at Pasadena, Cal., Dec.

Bank and
cago,

28, 1896.

SINGLETON, James W., Congressman, born
at Paxton, Va., Nov. 23, 1811;

was educated

at

the Winchester (Va. ) Academy, and removed to
Illinois in 1833, settling first at

Brown County,
near Quincy.

Mount

Sterling,

and, some twenty years later,
By profession he was a lawyer,

and was prominent

in political

and commercial

In his later years he devoted considerHe was elected
able attention to stock-raising.
Brigadier-General of the Illinois militia in 1844,

affairs.
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being identified to some extent with the "Mora member of the Constitutional
Conventions of 1847 and 1862, served six terms in
the Legislature, and was elected, on the Democratic ticket, to Congress in 1878, and again in
1880.
In 1882 he ran as an independent Democrat, but was defeated by the regular nominee of
his party, James M. Riggs.
During the War of
the Rebellion he was one of the most conspicuous
leaders of the "peace party." He constructed
the Quincy & Toledo (now part of the Wabash)
and the Quincy, Alton & St. Louis (now part of
the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy) Railways,
being President of both companies. His death
occurred at Baltimore, Md., April 4, 1892.
SINNETj John S., pioneer, was born at Lexington, Ky., March 10, 1796 at three years of age,
taken by his parents to Missouri enlisted in the
War of 1812, but, soon after the war, came to
Illinois, and, about 1818, settled in what is now
Christian County, locating on land constituting
a part of the present city of Taylorville. In 1840
he removed to Tazewell County, dying there, Jan.

mon War" was
;

;

;

13, 1872.

SKINNER, Mark,
ter, Vt., Sept. 13,

jurist,

was born

1813; graduated

at Manchesfrom Middle-

bury College in 1833, studied law, and, in 1836,
came to Chicago; was admitted to the bar in
1839, became City Attorney in 1840, later Master
in Chancery for Cook County, and finally United
States District Attorney under President Tyler.
As member of the House Finance Committee in
the Fifteenth General Assembly (1846-48), he
aided influentially in securing the adoption of
measures for refunding and paying the State
In 1851 he was elected Judge of the Court
debt.
of Common Pleas (now Superior Court) of Cook
County, but declined a re-election in 1853. Originally a Democrat, Judge Skinner was an ardent
opponent of the Kansas-Nebraska Bill and a
liberal supporter of the Government policy during the rebellion. He liberally aided the United
States Sanitary Commission and was identified
with all the leading charities of the city.
Among the great business enterprises with which
he vvas officially associated were the Galena & Chicago Union and the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy
Railways (in each of which he was a Director),
the Chicago Marine & Fire Insurance Company,
the Gas-Light and Coke Company and others.
Died, Sept. 16, 1887. Judge Skinner's only surviving son was killed in the trenches before
Petersburg, the last year of the Civil War.

SKINNER,
author,

Otis

was born

Ainsworth, clergyman and

at Royalton, Vt., July

3,

1807;
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taught for some time, became a Universalist
minister, serving churches in Baltimore, Boston
and New York between 1831 and 1857; then

came

to Elgin,

111.

,

was elected President

of

Lom-

bard University at Galesburg, but the following
year took charge of a church at Joliet. Died, at
He wrote several volNaperville, Sept. 18, 1861.
religious topics, and, at different times,
edited religious periodicals at Baltimore, Haverhill, Mass., and Boston.

umes on

SKINNER, Ozias C, lawyer and jurist, was
born at Floyd, Oneida County, N. Y., in 1817; in
Peoria
1836, removed to Illinois, settling in
County, where he engaged in farming. In 1838
he began the study of law at Greenville, Ohio,
and was admitted to the bar of that State in 1840.
Eighteen months later he returned to Illinois,
and began practice at Carthage, Hancock County,
removing to Quincy in 1844. During the "Mormon "War" he served as Aid-de-camp to Governor
Ford. In 1848 he was elected to the lower house
of the Sixteenth General Assembly, and, for a
short time, served as Prosecuting Attorney for
the district including Adams and Brown CounIn 1851 he was elected Judge of the (then)
ties.
Fifteenth Judicial Circuit, and, in 1855, succeeded Judge S. H. Treat on the Supreme bench,
resigning this position in April, 1858, two months
before the expiration of his term. He w&s a
large land owner and had extensive agricultural
interests.
He built, and was the first President
of the Carthage & Quincy Railroad, now a part
of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy system. He
was a prominent member of the Constitutional
Convention of 1869, serving as Chairman of the

Died in 1877.
SLADE, Charles, early Congressman; his early

Committee on Judiciary.

history, including date and place of birth, are
unknown. In 1820 he was elected Representative
from Washington County in the Second General
Assembly, and, in 1826, was re-elected to the
same body for Clinton and Washington. In 1832
he was elected one of the three Congressmen
from Illinois, representing the First District.
After attending the first session of the Twentythird Congress, while on his way home, he was

attacked with cholera, dying near Vincennes,
Ind., July 11, 1834.
SLADE, James P., ex-State Superintendent of
Public Instruction, was born at Westerlo, Albany
County, N. Y., Feb. 9, 1837, and spent his boyhood with his parents on a farm, except while
absent at school; in 1856 removed to Belleville,
111., where he soon became connected with the
public schools, serving for a number of years as

Principal of the Belleville High School. While
connected with the Belleville schools, he was
elected County Superintendent, remaining in

some ten years later had charge of Almira
College at Greenville, Bond County, served six

office

;

years as Superintendent of Schools at East St.
Louis and, in 1878, was elected State Superintendent of Public Instruction as the nominee of the
party.
On retirement from the
State Superintendent, he resumed his
place at the head of Almira College, but, for the
past few years, has been Superintendent of
Schools at East St. Louis.

Republican
office of

SLAVERY AGITATION OF

1823-24.

(See

Slavery and Slave Laws.)

SLAVERY AND SLAVE LAWS.

African slaves
country by a
Frenchman named Pierre F. Renault, about
1722.
At that time the present State formed a

were

first

brought into the

Illinois

part of Louisiana, and the traffic in slaves was
regulated by French royal edicts. When Great

Britain acquired the territory, at the close of the
French and Indian War, the former subjects of

France were guaranteed security for their persons "and effects," and no interference with

was attempted. Upon the conquest of
by Virginia (see Clark, George Rogers),
the French very generally professed allegiance to
that commonwealth, and, in her deed of cession
to the United States, Virginia expressly stipulated
for the protection of the "rights and liberties"
of the French citizens. This was construed as
slavery
Illinois

recognizing
slaves.

the

right

of

Even the Ordinance

property

in

negro

of 1787, while pro-

hibiting slavery in the Northwest Territory, preserved to the settlers (reference being especially
made to the French and Canadians) "of the Kaskaskias, St. Vincents and neighboring villages,
their laws and customs, now (then) in force,
relative to the descent and conveyance of property.
A conservative construction of this clause
was, that while it prohibited the extension of
slavery and the importation of slaves, the status
of those who were at that time in involuntary
servitude, and of their descendants, was left unchanged. There were those, however, who denied
the constitutionality of the Ordinance in toto,
on the ground that Congress had exceeded its
powers in its passage. There was also a party
which claimed that all children of slaves, born
'

'

were free from birth. In 1794 a convention was held at Vincennes, pursuant to a call
from Governor Harrison, and a memorial to Congress was adopted, praying for the repeal or, at
least a modification of the sixth clause of the

after 1787,

—

—
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Ordinance of
mittee,

to

The

1787.

which

this

first

Congressional

petition

was

Com-

referred,

reported adversely upon it but a second committee recommended the suspension of the operation
;

of the clause in question for ten years.

action

was taken by the National

But no

Legislature,

and, in 1807, a counter petition, extensively
signed, was forwarded to that body, and Congress
It is worthy of note
left the matter in statu quo.
that some of the most earnest opponents of the

measure were Representatives from Southern
Slave States, John Randolph, of Virginia, being
one of them. The pro-slavery party in the State
then prepared what is popularly known as the
"Indenture Law," which was one of the first acts
adopted by Governor Edwards and his Council,
and was re-enacted by the first Territorial Legislature in 1812.

It

was

this Territory,"

"An Act relating
and Mulattoes into

entitled,

to the Introduction of Negroes

and gave permission

to bring

slaves above 15 years of age into the State,

when

they might be registered and kept in servitude
within certain limitations. Slaves under that
age might also be brought in, registered, and held
in bondage until they reached the age of 35, if

and 30, if females. The issue of registered
were to serve their mother's master until
the age of 30 or 28, according to sex. The effect
of this legislation was rapidly to increase the
number of slaves. The Constitution of 1818 promales,
slaves

hibited the introduction of slavery thereafter
that is to say, after its adoption. In 1822 the
slave-holding party, with their supporters, began
to agitate the question of so amending the
organic law as to make Illinois a slave State. To

such a change the calling of a convention
was necessary, and, for eighteen months, the
struggle between "conventionists" and their
opponents was bitter and fierce. The question
was submitted to a popular vote on August 2,
1824, the result of the count showing 4,972 votes
This
for such convention and 6,640 against.
effect

decisive result settled the question of slave-hold-

ing in Illinois for all future time, though the
existence of slavery in the State continued to be
recognized by the National Census until 1840.
The number, according to the census of 1810, was

they had increased to 917. Then
to diminish, being reduced in
1830 to 747, and, in 1840 (the last census which
shows any portion of the population held in
1G8; in 1820

the

number began

it was 331.
Hooper Warren who has been mentioned elsewhere as editor of "The Edwardsville Spectator,"
and a leading factor in securing the defeat of the

bondage),

—
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— in

scheme to make Illinois a slave State in 1822
an article in the first number of "The Genius

of

Liberty" (January, 1841), speaking of that contest, says there were, at its beginning, only three
papers in the State "The Intelligencer" at Vandalia, "The Gazette" at Shawneetown, and "The
Spectator" at Edwardsville. The first two of
these, at the outset, favored the Convention
scheme, while "The Spectator" opposed it. The
management of the campaign on the part of the
pro-slavery party was assigned to Emanuel J.
West, Theophilus W. Smith and Oliver L. Kelly,
and a paper was established by the name of "The
Illinois Republican," with Smith
as editor.
Among the active opponents of the measure were

—

George Churchill, Thomas Lippincott, Samuel D,
Lockwood, Henry Starr (afterwards of Cincinnati), Rev. John
M. Peck and Rev. James
Lemen, of St. Clair County. Others who contributed to the cause were Daniel P. Cook, Morris
Birkbeck, Dr. Hugh Steel and
Burton of
Jackson County, Dr. Henry Perrine of Bond;
William Leggett of Edwardsville (afterwards
editor of "The New York Evening Post"), Benjamin Lundy (then of Missouri), David Blackwell
and Rev. John Dew, of St. Clair County. Still
others were Nathaniel Pope (Judge of the United
States District Court), William B. Archer, William H. Brown and Benjamin Mills (of Vandalia),
John Tillson, Dr. Horatio Newhall, George Forquer, Col. Thomas Mather, Thomas Ford, Judge
David J. Baker, Charles W. Hunter and Henry H.

Snow

(of Alton).

This testimony

is

of interest

coming from one who probably had more

to do
with defeating the scheme, with the exception of
Gov. Edward Coles. Outside of the more elaborate Histories of Illinois, the most accurate and
detailed accounts of this particular period are to
be found in "Sketch of Edward Coles" by the late
E. B. Washburne, and "Early Movement in Illinois for the Legalization of Slavery," an address before the Chicago Historical Society
(1864), by Hon. William H. Brown, of Chicago.
(See also, Coles, Edward; Warren, Hooper ; Brown,
William H.; Churchill, George; Lippincott,
Thomas; and Newspapers, Early, elsewhere in this
volume.
SLOAN, Wesley, legislator and jurist, was
born in Dorchester County, Md., Feb. 20,, 1806.
At the age of 17, having received a fair academic
education, he accompanied his parents to Philadelphia, where, for a year, he was employed in a
wholesale grocery. His father dying, he returned
to Maryland and engaged in teaching, at the
same time studying law, and being admitted to

as
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the bar in 1831. He came to Illinois in 1838,
going first to Chicago, and afterward to Kaskaskia, finally settling at

Golconda in

1839,

Which

continued to be his home the remainder of his
life.
In 1848 he was elected to the Legislature,
and re-elected in 1850, '52, and '56, serving three
times as Chairman of the Judiciary Committee.
He was one of the members of the first State
Board of Education, created by Act of Feb. 18,
1857, and took a prominent part in the founding
and organization of the State educational institutions.
In 1857 lie was elected to the bench of
the Nineteenth Judicial Circuit, and re-elected in
1861, but declined a re-election for a third term.
Died, Jan.

15, 1887.

SMITH, Abner,

jurist, was born at Orange,
Franklin County, Mass., August 4, 1843, of an

New England

whose ancestors came
to Massachusetts Colony about 1630; was educated in the public schools and at Middlebury
College, Vt., graduating from the latter in 1866.
old

family,

After graduation he spent a year as a teacher in
at Shoreham, Vt., coming to
Chicago in 1867, and entering upon the study of
law, being admitted to the bar in 1868. The next

Newton Academy,

ment
Jan.

of

women's and children's

Died,

diseases.

10, 1894.

SMITH, David Allen, lawyer, was born near
Richmond, Va. June 18, 1809 removed with his
father, at an early day, to Pulaski, Tenn. at 17
went to Courtland, Lawrence County, Ala.,
where he studied law with Judge Bramlette and
began practice. His father, dying about 1831, left
him the owner of a number of slaves whom, in
1837, he brought to Carlinville, 111., and emancipated, giving bond that they should not become
a charge to the State. In 1839 he removed to
Jacksonville, where he practiced law until his
death.
Col. John J. Hardin was his partner at
the time of his death on the battle-field of Buena
Vista.
Mr. Smith was a Trustee and generous
;

,

;

patron of Illinois College, for a quarter of a century, but never held any political office.
As a
lawyer he was conscientious and faithful to the
interests of his clients; as a citizen, liberal, public-spirited and patriotic.
He contributed liberally to the support of the Government during the war for the Union.
Died, at Anoka,
Minn., July 13, 1865, where he had gone to

accompany an

invalid

son.

— Thomas

William

twenty-five years were spent in the practice of
his profession in Chicago, within that time serving as the attorney of several important corporations.
In 1893 he was elected a Judge of the
Circuit Court of Cook County, and re-elected
in 1897, his term of service continuing until

Courtland, Ala., Sept.
water, Minn., Oct. 29, 1865.
He graduated at
Illinois College in 1852, studied law and served
as Captain in the Tenth Illinois Volunteers,
until, broken in health, he returned home to

1903.

die.

SMITH,

(Dr.) Charles

Oilman, physician, was

born at Exeter, N. H., Jan. 4, 1828, received his
early education at Phillips Academy, in his native
place, finally graduating from Harvard University in 1847.
He soon after commenced the study
of medicine in the Harvard Medical School, but
completed his course at the University of Pennsylvania in 1851. After two years' spent as
attending physician of the Alms House in South
Boston, Mass., in 1853 he came to Chicago, where
he soon acquired an extensive practice. During
the Civil War he was one of six physicians
employed by the Government for the treatment

war in hospital at Camp Douglas.
In 1868 he visited Europe for the purpose of
observing the management of hospitals in Germany, France and England, on his return being
invited to lecture in the Woman's Medical College
in Chicago, and also becoming consulting physician in the Women's and Children's Hospital,
as well as in the Presbyterian Hospital a position
which he continued to occupy for the remainder
of his life, gaining a wide reputation in the treat-

of prisoners of

—

(Smith), eldest son

of

the preceding, born at
27, 1832; died at Clear-

SMITH, Dietrich C, ex-Congressman, was
born at Ostfriesland, Hanover, April 4, 1840, in
boyhood came to the United States, and, since
1849, has been a resident of Pekin, Tazewell
County. In 1861 he enlisted in the Eighth Illinois Volunteers, was promoted to a Lieutenancy,
and, while so serving, was severely wounded at
Shiloh. Later, he was attached to the One Hundred and Thirty-ninth Illinois Infantry, and was
mustered out of service as Captain of Company C
of that regiment. His business is that of banker
and manufacturer, besides which he has had considerable experience in the construction and
management of railroads. He was a member of
the Thirtieth General Assembly, and, in 1880, was
elected Representative in Congress from what
was then the Thirteenth District, on the Republican ticket, defeating Adlai E. Stevenson, afterwards Vice-President. In 1882, his county (Tazewell) having been attached to the district for
many years represented by Wm. M. Springer, he
was defeated by the latter as a candidate for reelection.
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SMITH, George, one
early bankers,
land,

March

8,

of Chicago's pioneers

and

was born
1808.

in Aberdeenshire, ScotIt was his early intention

and he entered Aberdeen Colend in view, but was forced to quit
the institution at the end of two years, because
In 1833 he came to America,
of impaired vision.
and, in 1834, settled in Chicago, where he resided
until 1861, meanwhile spending one year in Scot-

to study medicine,

lege with this

land.

He

invested largely in real estate in Chi-

cago and Wisconsin, at one

time owning a

considerable portion of the present site of Milwaukee. In 1837 he secured the charter for the

Wisconsin Marine and Fire Insurance Company,
whose headquarters were at Milwaukee. He was
really the owner of the company, although Alexander Mitchell, of Milwaukee, was its Secretary.

Under

this charter Mr.

$1,500,000 in certificates,

Smith was able to issue
which circulated freely

In 1839 he founded Chicago's first
as currency.
private banking house. About 1843 he was inter-

and commission business in
Chicago, with a Mr. Webster as partner. He
was a Director in the old Galena & Chicago
Union Railroad (now a part of the Chicago &
Northwestern), and aided it, while in course of
construction, by loans of money; was also a
charter member of the Chicago Board of Trade,
organized in 1848. In 1854, the State of Wisconsin having prohibited the circulation of the Wisconsin Marine and Fire Insurance certificates
above mentioned, Mr. Smith sold out the comested in a storage

to his partner, Mitchell, and bought two
Georgia bank charters, which, together, empowered him to issue §3,000,000 in currency. The
notes were duly issued in Georgia, and put into
circulation in Illinois, over the counter of George
Smith & Co. 's Chicago bank. About 1856 Mr.
Smith began winding up his affairs in Chicago,
meanwhile spending most of his time in Scotland,

pany

but, returning in 1860,

made

extensive invest-

ments in railroad and other American securities,
which netted him large profits. The amount of
capital which he is reputed to have taken with
him to his native land has been estimated at
retained considerable
§10,000,000, though he
tracts of valuable lands in Wisconsin and about
Chicago. Among those who were associated
with him in business, either as employes or
otherwise, and who have since been prominently
identified with Chicago business affairs, were
Hon. Charles B. Farwell, E. I. Tinkham (afterwards a prominent banker of Chicago), E. W.
Willard, now of Newport, R. I., and others. Mr.
Smith made several visits, during the last forty
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United States, but divided his time
between Scotland (where he was the
owner of a castle) and London. Died Oct. 7, 1899.
SMITH, George W., soldier, lawyer and State
Treasurer, was born in Brooklyn, N. Y., Jan.
years, to the

chiefly

8,

1837.

legiate

It

was

his intention to acquire a col-

education,

but

his

father's

business

embarrassments having compelled the abandonment of his studies, at 17 of years age he went
In
to Arkansas and taught school for two years.
1856 he returned to Albany and began the study
of law, graduating from the law school in 1858.
In October of that year he removed to Chicago,
where he remained continuously in practice, with
the exception of the years 1862-65, when he was
serving in the Union army, and 1867-68, when he
filled the office of State Treasurer.
He was mustered into service, August 27, 1862, as a Captain in
the Eighty-eighth Illinois Infantry the second
Board of Trade regiment. At Stone River, he
was seriously wounded and captured. After
four days' confinement, he was aided by a negro
He made his way to the Union lines,
to escape.
but was granted leave of absence, being incapacitated for service. On his return to duty he
joined his regiment in the Chattanooga cam-

—

paign,

and was

officially

complimented

for his

bravery at Gordon's Mills. At Mission Ridge he
was again severely wounded, and was once more
personally complimented in the official report.
At Kenesaw Mountain (June 27, 1864), Capt.
Smith commanded the regiment after the killing
of Lieutenant-Colonel Chandler, and was promoted to a Lieutenant-Colonelcy for bravery on
the field. He led the charge at Franklin, and
was brevetted Colonel, and thanked by the commander for his gallant service. In the spring of
1865 he was brevetted Brigadier-General, and, in
June following, was mustered out. Returning
to Chicago, he resumed the practice of his profession, and gained a prominent position at the
bar. In 1866 he was elected State Treasurer, and,
after the expiration of his term, in January,
General Smith was,
1869, held no public office.
for many years, a Trustee of the Chicago Historical Society, and Vice-President of the Board.
Died, in Chicago, Sept, 16, 1898.
SMITH, George TV., lawyer and Congressman,
was born in Putnam County, Ohio, August 18,
When he was four years old, his father
1846.
removed to Wayne County, 111., settling on a
farm. He attended the common schools and
graduated from the literary department of McKendree College, at Lebanon, in 1868. In his
youth he learned the trade of a blacksmith, but
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After reading for
later determined to study law.
a time at Fairfield, 111., he entered the Law
Department of the Bloomington (Ind.) UniverThe same year he
sity, graduating there in 1870.
was admitted to the bar in Illinois, and has since
practiced at Murphysboro. In 1880 he was a

Republican Presidential Elector, and, in 1888, was
elected a Republican Representative to Congress
Illinois District, and has
been continuously re-elected, now (1899) serving
his sixth consecutive term as Representative
from the Twenty-second District.
SMITH, Giles Alexander, soldier, and Assistant Postmaster-General, was born in Jefferson
County, N. Y., Sept. 29, 1829; engaged in drygoods business in Cincinnati and Bloomington,
111., in 1861 being proprietor of a hotel in the
latter place; became a Captain in the Eighth

from the Twentieth

Missouri Volunteers, was engaged at Forts Henry
and Donelson, Shiloh and Corinth, and promoted
Lieutenant-Colonel and Colonel in 1862 led his
regiment on the first attack on Vicksburg, and
was severely wounded at Arkansas Post was promoted Brigadier-General in August, 1863, for
gallant and meritorious conduct; led a brigade
of the Fifteenth Army Corps at Chattanooga and
Missionary Ridge, as also in the Atlanta campaign, and a division of the Seventeenth Corps in
;

;

the "March to the Sea." After the surrender of
Lee he was transferred to the Twenty-fifth Army
Corps,

became

Major-General

in

1865,

and

resigned in 1866, having declined a commission
as Colonel in the regular army about 1869 was
appointed, by President Grant. Second Assistant
Postmaster-General, but resigned on account of
failing health in 1872.
Died, at Bloomington,
Nov. 8, 1876. General Smith was one of the
founders of the Society of the Army of the
;

Tennessee.

SMITH, Gnstavus Adolphns,

soldier,

was born
two

in Philadelphia, Dec. 26, 1820; at 16 joined

who had located at Springfield, Ohio,
where he learned the trade of a carriage-maker.
In December, 1837, he arrived at Decatur, 111.,
but soon after located at Springfield, where he
resided some six years. Then, returning to
brothers

Decatur, he devoted his attention to carriage
manufacture, doing a large business with the
South, but losing heavily as the result of the
war. An original Whig, he became a Democrat
on the dissolution of the Whig party, but early
took ground in favor of the Union after the firing
on Fort Sumter; was offered and accepted the
colonelcy of the Thirty-fifth Regiment Illinois
Volunteers, at the same time assisting Governor

Yates in the selection of
of

recruiting

and

Camp

camp
Having been

Butler as a

instruction.

assigned to duty in Missouri, in the

summer

of

he proceeded to Jefferson City, joined Fremont at Carthage in that State, and made a
forced march to Springfield, afterwards taking
part in the campaign in Arkansas and in the
battle of Pea Ridge, where he had a horse shot
under him and was severely (and, it was supposed,
fatally) wounded, not recovering until 1868.
Being compelled to return home, he received
authority to raise an indejiendent brigade, but
was unable to accompany it to the field. In September, 1862, he was commissioned a BrigadierGeneral by President Lincoln, "for meritorious
conduct,'' but was unable to enter into active
service on account of his wound.
Later, he was
assigned to the command of a convalescent camp
at Murfreesboro, Tenn., under Gen. George H.
Thomas. In 1864 he took part in securing the
second election of President Lincoln, and, in the
early part of 1865, was commissioned by Governor Oglesby Colonel of a new regiment (the
One Hundred and Fifty-fifth Illinois), but, on
account of his wounds, was assigned to courtmartial duty, remaining in the service until
January, 1866, when he was mustered out with
the brevet rank of Brigadier-General. During
the second year of his service he was presented
with a magnificent sword by the rank and file of
his regiment (the Thirty-fifth), for brave and gallant conduct at Pea Ridge.
After retiring from
the army, he engaged in cotton planting in Alabama, but was not successful; in 1868, canvassed
Alabama for General Grant for President, but
declined a nomination in his own favor for Congress.
In 1870 he was appointed, by General
Grant, United States Collection and Disbursing
Agent for the District of New Mexico, where he
continued to reside.
SMITH, John Corson, soldier, ex-LieutenantGovernor and ex-State Treasurer, was born in
Philadelphia, Feb. 13, 1832, At the age of 16 he
was apprenticed to a carpenter and builder. In
1854 he came to Chicago, and worked at his trade,
for a time, but soon removed to Galena, where he
finally engaged in business as a contractor.
In
1862 he enlisted as a private in the Seventy-fourth
Illinois Volunteers, but, having received authority from Governor Yates, raised a company, of
which he was chosen Captain, and which was
1861,

<

incorporated in the Ninety-sixth Illinois InfanOf this regiment he was soon elected Major.
After a short service about Cincinnati, Ohio,

try.

and Covington and Newport, Ky., the Ninety-
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was sent to the front, and took part (among
other battles) in the second engagement at Fort
Donelson and in the bloody fight at Franklin,
Tenn. Later, Major Smith was assigned to staff
duty under Generals Baird and Steedman, servsixth

ing through the Tullahoma campaign, and participating in the battles of Chickamauga, Lookout
Mountain and Missionary Ridge. Being promoted
to a Lieutenant-Colonelcy, he rejoined his regiment, and was given command of a brigade. In
the Atlanta campaign he served gallantly, taking a conspicuous part in its long series of bloody
engagements, and being severely wounded at
Kenesaw Mountain. In February, 1865, he was
brevetted Colonel, and, in June, 1865, BrigadierGeneral. Soon after his return to Galena he was
appointed Assistant Assessor of Internal Revenue,
but was legislated out of office in 1872. In 1873

he removed to Chicago and embarked in business.
In 1874-76 he was a member (and Secretary) of
the Illinois Board of Commissioners to the Centennial Exposition at Philadelphia. In 1875 he
was appointed Chief Grain-Inspector at Chicago,
and held the office for several years. In 1872 and
'76 he was a delegate to the National Republican
Conventions of those years, and, in 1878, was
elected State Treasurer, as he was again in 1882.
In 1884 he was elected Lieutenant-Governor, serving until 1889. He is a prominent Mason, Knight
Templar and Odd Fellow, as well as a distinguished member of the Order of Nobles of the
Mystic Shrine, and was prominently connected
with the erection of the "Masonic Temple Building" in Chicago.
SMITH, John Eugene, soldier, was born in
Switzerland, August 3, 1816, the son of an officer
who had served under Napoleon, and after the
downfall of the latter, emigrated to Philadelphia.
The subject of this sketch received an academic
education and became a jeweler; in 1861 entered
the volunteer service as Colonel of the Forty-fifth
took part in the capture of
Illinois Infantry
Forts Henry and Donelson, in the battle of Shiloh
and siege of Corinth was promoted a BrigadierGeneral in November, 1862, and placed in command of a division in the Sixteenth Army Corps
led the Third Division of the Seventeenth Army
Corps in the Vicksburg campaign, later being
transferred to the Fifteenth, and taking part in
the battle of Missionary Ridge and the Atlanta
;

;

and Carolina campaigns of 1864-65. He received
the brevet rank of Major-General of Volunteers
in January, 1865, and, on his muster-out from the
volunteer service, became Colonel of the Twentyseventh United States Infantry, being transferred,

in 1870, to the Fourteenth.
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In 1867 his services

Vicksburg and Savannah were further recognized by conferring upon him the brevets of Brigadier and Major-General in the regular army.
In May, 1881, he was retired, afterwards residing
in Chicago, where he died, Jan. 29, 1897.
SMITH, Joseph, the founder of the Mormon
sect, was born at Sharon, Vt., Dec. 23, 1805.
In
1815 his parents removed to Palmyra, N. Y., and
still later to Manchester.
He early showed a
dreamy mental cast, and claimed to be able to
locate stolen articles by means of a magic stone.
In 1820 he claimed to have seen a vision, but his
pretensions were ridiculed by his acquaintances.
His story of the revelation of the golden plates
by the angel Moroni, and of the latter"s instructions to him, is well known. With the aid of
Martin Harris and Oliver Cowdery he prepared
the "Book of Mormon," alleging that he had
deciphered
it
from heaven-sent characters,
through the aid of miraculous spectacles. This
was published in 1830. In later years Smith
claimed to have received supplementary revelations, which so taxed the credulity of his folat

lowers that some of them apostatized. He also
claimed supernatural power, such as exorcism,
etc.
He soon gained followers in considerable
numbers, whom, in 1832, he led west, a part
settling at Kirtland, Ohio, and the remainder in
Jackson County, Mo. Driven out of Ohio five
years later, the bulk of the sect found the way to
their friends in Missouri, whence they were
finally expelled after many conflicts with the
authorities.
Smith, with the other refugees, fled
to Hancock County, 111., founding the city of
Nauvoo, which was incorporated in 1840. Here
was begun, in the following year, the erection of a
great temple, but again he aroused the hostility
of the authorities, although soon wielding considerable political power.
After various unsuccessful attempts to arrest him in 1844, Smith and
a number of his followers were induced to surrender themselves under the promise of protection
from violence and a fair trial. Having been
taken to Carthage, the county-seat, all were discharged under recognizance to appear at court
except Smith and his brother Hyrum, who were
held under the new charge of "treason," and were
placed in jail. So intense had been the feeling
against the Mormons, that Governor Ford called
out the militia to preserve the peace; but it is
evident that the feeling among the latter was in
sympathy with that of the populace. Most of
the militia were disbanded after Smith's arrest,
one company being left on duty at Carthage,
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from whom only eight men were detailed to
guard the jail. In this condition of affairs a mob
of 150 disguised men, alleged to be from Warsaw,
appeared before the jail on the evening of June
27,

and, forcing the guards

feeble resistance,

— who

made only a

—Joseph Smith and his brother

both shot down, while a friend, who
had remained with them, was wounded. The fate
of Smith undoubtedly went far to win for him
the reputation of martyr, and give a new impulse
(See Mormons; Nauvoo.
to the Mormon faith.
SMITH, Justin Almerin, D.D., clergyman
and editor, was born at Ticonderoga, N. Y. Dec.
29, 1819, educated at New Hampton Literary and
Theological Institute and Union College, graduating from the latter in 1843 served a year as
Principal of the Union Academy at Bennington,
Vt., followed by four years of pastoral work,
when he assumed the pastorate of the First Bapat Rochester, N. Y., where he
tist church
remained five years. Then (1853) he removed to
Chicago to assume the editorship of "The Christian Times" (now "The Standard"), with which
he was associated for the remainder of his life.
Meanwhile he assisted in organizing three Baptist
churches in Chicago, serving two of them as
pastor for a considerable period; made an extended tour of Europe in 1869, attending the
Vatican Council at Home; was a Trustee and

Hyrum were

,

;

one of the founders of the old Chicago University, and Trustee and Lecturer of the Baptist
Theological Seminary; was also the author of
Died, at Morgan Park,
several religious works.
near Chicago, Feb. 4, 1896.
SMITH, Perry H., lawyer and politician, was
born in Augusta, Oneida County, N. Y., March
18, 1828 entered Hamilton College at the age of
14 and graduated, second in his class, at 18; began
reading law and was admitted to the bar on coming of age in 1849. Then, removing to Appleton,
Wis., when 23 years of age he was elected a
Judge, served later in both branches of the
;

Legislature, and, in 1S57,

became Vice-President

&

Fond du Lie Railway,
of the Chicago, St. Paul
retaining the same position in the reorganized

when it became the Chicago &
Northwestern. In 1856 Mr. Smith came to Chicago and resided there till his death, on Palm
Sunday of 1885. He was prominent in railway
circles and in the councils of the Democratic
party, being the recognized representative of Mr.
Tilden's interests in the Northwest in the camcorporation

paign of

1876.

SMITH, Robert, Congressman and
was born

at Peterborough, N. H.,

June

lawyer,
12,

1802;

was educated and admitted

to the bar in his
native town, settled at Alton, 111., in 1832, and
engaged in practice. In 1836 he was elected to
the General Assembly from Madison County,
and re-elected in 1838. In 1842 he was elected to
the Twenty-eighth Congress, and twice re-elected,
serving three successive terms. During the Civil

War

he was commissioned Paymaster, with the
rank of Major, and was stationed at St. Louis.

He was

largely interested in the construction of

water power at Minneapolis, Minn., and also in
railroad enterprises in Illinois. He was a prominent Mason and a public-spirited citizen. Died,
at Alton, Dec. 20. 1867.

SMITH, Samuel Lisle, lawyer, was born in
Philadelphia, Pa., in 1817, and, belonging to a
wealthy family, enjoyed superior educational
advantages, taking a course in the Yale LawSchool at an age too early to admit of his receiving a degree. In 1S36 he came to Illinois, to look
after some landed interests of his father's in the
vicinity of Peru.
Returning east within the next
two years, he obtained his diploma, and, again

coming west, located in Chicago in 1838, and,
for a time, occupied an office with the well-known
law firm of Butterfield & Collins. In 1839 he was
elected City Attorney and, at the great

meeting at Springfield, in June,

1840,

Whig

was one of

the principal speakers, establishing a reputation
as one of the most brilliant campaign orators in
the West. As an admirer of Hennr Clay, he was
active in the Presidential campaign of 1844, and
was also a prominent speaker at the River and
Harbor Convention at Chicago, in 1847. With a
keen sense of humor, brilliant, witty and a master of repartee and invective, he achieved popularity, both at the bar and on the lecture
platform, and had the promise of future success,
which was unfortunately marred by his convivial
habits. Died of cholera, in Chicago, July 30, 1854
Mr. Smith married the daughter of Dr. Potts, of
Philadelphia, an eminent clergyman of the
Episcopal Church.
SMITH, Sidney, jurist, was born in Washington County, N. Y., May 12, 1829; studied law and
was admitted to the bar at Albion, in that State,
in 1851
came to Chicago in 1856 and entered
into partnership with Grant Goodrich and William W. Farwell, both of whom were afterwards
elected to places on the bench the first in the
Superior, and the latter in the Circuit Court.
In
1879 Judge Smith was elected to the Superior
Court of Cook County, serving until 1885, when
he became the attorney of the Chicago Board of
Trade. He was the Republican candidate for
;

—
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Mayor, in opposition to Carter H. Harrison, in
1885, and is believed by many to have been
honestly elected, though defeated on the face of
the returns. A recount was ordered by the court,
but so much delay was incurred and so many
obstacles placed in the way of carrying the order
into effect, that

Judge Smith abandoned the con-

test in disgust,

although making material gains

had gone. During his professional
career he was connected, as counsel, with some of
the most important trials before the Chicago
courts was also one of the Directors of the Chicago Public Library, on its organization in 1871.
Died suddenly, in Chicago, Oct. 6, 1898.
SMITH, Tlieopliilns Washington, Judge and
as far as

it

;

politician,

was born

in

New York

City, Sept. 28,

State at the time afforded. After completing his
school course he began teaching, and, for a time,

served as tutor in a Western college, but soon
turned his attention to journalism, at first as
assistant editor of a weekly publication at Cincinnati, still later becoming its editor, and, in 1855,
city editor of "The Cincinnati Gazette," with

which he was connected

in a

more responsible

position at the beginning of the war, incidentally

doing work upon "The Literary Review." His
connection with a leading paper enabled him to
exert a strong influence in support of the Government. This he used most faithfully in assisting
to raise troops in the first years of the war, and,
in 1863, in bringing forward and securing the
election of John Brough as a Union candidate for

a time in the United States navy,
was a law student in the office of Aaron Burr,
was admitted to the bar in his native State in
1805, and, in 1816, came west, finally locating at
Edwardsville, where he soon became a prominent
In 1820 he was an
figure in early State history.
unsuccessful candidate before the Legislature for
the office of Attorney-General, being defeated by
Samuel D. Lockwood, but was elected to the
State Senate in 1822, serving four years. In 1823
he was one of the leaders of the "Conventionist"
party, whose aim was to adopt a new Constitution
which would legalize slavery in Illinois, during
this period being the editor of the leading organ
In 1825 he was elected
of the pro-slavery party.
one of the Associate Justices of the Supreme
Court, but resigned, Dec. 26, 1842. He was impeached in 1832 on charges alleging oppressive
conduct, corruption, and other high misdemeanors in office, but secured a negative acquittal, a
two-thirds vote being necessary to conviction.
The vote in the Senate stood twelve for conviction (on a part of the charges) to ten for acquittal,
four being excused from voting. During the
Black Hawk War he served as QuartermasterGeneral on the Governor's staff. As a jurist, he

Governor in opposition to Clement L. Vallandigham, the Democratic candidate. In 1864 he was
nominated and elected Secretary of State, being
re-elected two years later.
After retiring from
office he returned to journalism at Cincinnati, as
editor of "The Evening Chronicle," from which
he retired in 1870 to become Agent of the Western Associated Press, with headquarters, at first
at Cleveland, but later at Chicago.
His success
in this line was demonstrated by the final union
of the New York and Western Associated Press
organizations under his management, continuing
until 1893, when he retired. Mr. Smith was a
strong personal friend of President Hayes, by
whom he was appointed Collector of the Port of
Chicago in 1877. While engaged in official duties
he found time to do considerable literary work,
having published, several years ago, "The St. Clair
Papers," in two volumes, and a life of Charles

was charged by

1896.

1784, served for

his political opponents with
being unable to divest himself of his partisan
bias, and even with privately advising counsel, in
political causes, of defects in the record, which
they (the counsel) had not discovered. He was
also a member of the first Board of Commissioners of the Illinois & Michigan Canal, appointed in
1823.
Died, in Chicago, May 6, 1846.

SMITH, William Henry,

journalist,

Associ-

ated Press Manager, was born in Columbia
County, N. Y., Dec. 1, 1833; at three years of age
was taken by his parents to Ohio, where he
enjoyed the best educational advantages that

I
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Hammond,

besides contributions to periodicals.
After retiring from the management of the
Associated Press, he was engaged upon a "History of American Politics" and a "Life of Rutherford B. Hayes, which are said to have been well
advanced at the time of his death, which took
place at his home, at Lake Forest, 111., July 27,
'

'

SMITH, William

M., merchant, stock-breeder

was born near Frankfort, Ky.,
May 23, 1827; in 1846 accompanied his father's
family to Lexington, McLean County, 111., where
they settled. A few years later he bought forty
acres of government land, finally increasing his
holdings to 800 acres, and becoming a breeder of

and

politician,

he added to his agricultural
a merchant. Having
with the Republican
party, he remained a firm adherent of its principles during the Civil War, and, while declining

fine stock.

Still later

pursuits the business of
early identified himself
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a commission tendered him by Governor Yates,
devoted his time and means liberally to the recruiting and organization of regiments for service in the field, and procuring supplies for the
In 1866 he was elected to the
sick and wounded.
lower house of the Legislature, and was re-elected
in 1868 and '70, serving, during his last term, as
Speaker. In 1877 he was appointed by Governor
Cullom a member of the Railroad and Warehouse
Commission, of which body he served as President
He was a man of remarkably genial
until 1883.
temperament, liberal impulses, and wide popularity.

Died,

March

25, 1886.

SMITH, William Sooy,
was born

neer,

and civil engiPickaway County,

soldier

at Tarlton,

Ohio, July 22, 1830 graduated at Ohio University
in 1849, and, at the United States Military Acad;

having among his classmates, at the
Generals McPherson, Schofield and Sheridan. Coming to Chicago the following year, he
first found employment as an engineer on the
Illinois Central Railroad, but later became assistant of Lieutenant-Colonel Graham in engineer
service on the lakes a year later took charge of
a select school in Buffalo in 1857 made the first
surveys for the International Bridge at Niagara
Falls, then went into the service of extensive
locomotive and bridge-works at Trenton, N. J.,
in their interest making a visit to Cuba, and also
superintending the construction of a bridge
across the Savannah River. The war intervening,
he returned North and was appointed LieutenantColonel and assigned to duty as Assistant Adjutant-General at Camp Denison, Ohio, but, in
June, 1862, was commissioned Colonel of the
Thirteenth Ohio Volunteers, participating in the
West Virginia campaigns, and later, at Shilohand
Perryville.
In April, 1862, he was promoted
Brigadier-General of volunteers, commanding
divisions in the Army of the Ohio until the fall
of 1862, when he joined Grant and took part in
the Vicksburg campaign, as commander of the
First Division of the Sixteenth Army Corps.
Subsequently he was made Chief of the Cavalry
Department, serving on the staffs of Grant and
Sherman, until compelled to resign, in 1864, on
account of impaired health. During the war
General Smith rendered valuable service to the
Union cause in great emergencies, by his knowledge of engineering. On retiring to private life
he resumed his profession at Chicago, and since
has been employed by the Government on some
of its most stupendous works on the lakes, and
has also planned several of the most important
railroad bridges across the Missouri and other

emy,

in 1853,

latter,

;

;

He has been much consulted in reference to municipal engineering, and his name is
connected with a number of the gigantic edifices
in Chicago.
SMITHBORO, a village and railroad junction
in Bond County, 3 miles east of Greenville.

streams.

Population, 393; (1900), 314.

SNAPP, Henry, Congressman, born in Livingston County, N. Y., June 30, 1822, came to Illinois
with his father when ,11 years old, and, having
read law at Joliet, was admitted to the bar in
1847.
He practiced in Will County for twenty
years before entering public life. In 1868 he was
elected to the State Senate and occupied a seat in
that body until his election, in 1871, to the Fortysecond Congress, by the Republicans of the (then)
Sixth Illinois District, as successor to B. C. Cook,
who had resigned. Died, at Joliet, Nov. 23, 1895.
SNOW, Herman W., ex-Congressman, was born
in La Porte County, Ind., July 3, 1836, but was
reared in Kentucky, working upon a farm for
five years, while yet in his minority becoming a
resident of Illinois. For several years he was a
school teacher, meanwhile studying law and
being admitted to the bar. Early in the war he
enlisted as a private in the One Hundred and
Thirty-ninth Illinois Volunteers, rising to the
rank of Captain. His term of service having
expired, he re-enlisted in the One Hundred and
Fifty-first Illinois, and was mustered out with
the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel. After the close
of the war he resumed teaching at the Chicago
High School, and later served in the General
Assembly (1873-74) as Representative from Woodford County. In 1890 he was elected, as a Democrat, to represent the Ninth Illinois District in
Congress, but was defeated by his Republican
opponent in 1892.

SNOWHOOK, William B., first Collector of
Customs at Chicago, was born in Ireland in 1804;
at the age of eight years was brought to New
York, where he learned the printer's trade,
and worked for some time in the same office
with Horace Greeley. At 16 he went back to
Ireland, remaining two years, but, returning to
the United States, began the study of law was
also emploj'ed on the Passaic Canal; in 1836,
came to Chicago, and was soon after associated
with William B. Ogden in a contract on the Illinois & Michigan Canal, which lasted until 1841,
As early as 1840 he became prominent as a leader
in the Democratic party, and, in 1846, received
from President Polk an appointment as first Collector of Customs for Chicago (having previously
served as Special Surveyor of the Port, while
;
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attached to the District of Detroit) in 1853, was
re-appointed to the Collectorship by President
During the "Mormon
Pierce, serving two years.
War" (1844) he organized and equipped, at his
own expense, the Montgomery Guards, and was
commissioned Colonel, but the disturbances were
brought to an end before the order to march.
From 1856 he devoted his attention chiefly to his
practice, but, in 18G2, was one of the Democrats
of Chicago who took part in a movement to sus-"
tain the Government by stimulating enlistments
was also a member of the Convention which
nominated Mr. Greeley for President in 1872.
Died, in Chicago, May 5, 1882.
SNYDER, Adam Wilson, pioneer lawyer, and
early Congressman, was born at Connellsville,
In early life he followed the
Pa., Oct. 0, 1799.
occupation of wool-curling for a livelihood,
attending school in the winter. In 1815, he emigrated to Columbus, Ohio, and afterwards settled
in Ridge Prairie, St. Clair County, 111. Being
offered a situation in a wool-curling and fulling
mill at Cahokia, he removed thither in 1817. He
formed the friendship of Judge Jesse B. Thomas,
and, through the latter *s encouragement and aid,
studied law and gained a solid professional, poliIn 1830 he
tical, social and financial position.
was elected State Senator from St. Clair County,
;

(

and re-elected for two successive terms. He
served through the Black Hawk War as private.
Adjutant and Captain. In 1833 he removed to
Belleville, and, in 1834, was defeated for Congress
by Governor Reynolds, whom he, in turn, defeated
in 1836. Two years later Reynolds again defeated
him for the same position, and, in 1840, he was
elected State Senator. In 1841 he wT as the Democratic nominee for Governor.
The election was
held in August, 1842, but, in May preceding, he
died at his home in Belleville. His place on the

was

ticket

elected.

filled

—William
was born

by Thomas Ford, who was
H. (Snyder), son of the pre-

in St. Clair County, 111., July
educated at McKendree College, studied
law with Lieutenant-Governor Koerner, and was
admitted to practice in 1845; also served for a
time as Postmaster of the city of Belleville, and,
during the Mexican War, as First-Lieutenant and
Adjutant of the Fifth Illinois Volunteers. From
1850 to '54 he represented his county in the Legislature in 1855 was appointed, by Governor Matteson, State's Attorney, which position he filled
for two years.
He was an unsuccessful candidate
for the office of Secretary of State in 1856, and,
in 1857, was elected a Judge of the Twentyfourth Circuit, was re-elected for the Third Cir-

ceding,
12,

1825

;

;

cuit in

'73, '79

and

'85.
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He was

also a

member

the Constitutional Convention of 1869-70.
at Belleville, Dec. 24, 1892.

SOLDIEIJS'

AND SAILORS' HOME,

charitable institution, founded

Legislature

in

1885,

by act

and located

at

of

Died,

a State
of the
Quincy,

Adams

County.
The object of its establishment was to provide a comfortable home for
such disabled or dependent veterans of the
United States land or naval forces as had
honorably served during the Civil War.
It
was opened for the reception of veterans on
March 3, 1887, the first cost of site and buildings having been about §350,000. The total number of inmates admitted up to June 30, 1894, was
2,813; the number in attendance during the two
previous years 988, and the whole number present
on Nov. 10, 1894, 1,088. The value of property at
that time was §393,636.08. Considerable appropriations have been made for additions to the
buildings at subsequent sessions of the Legislature.
The General Government pays to the State
§100 per year for each veteran supported at the

Home.

SOLDIERS' ORPHANS' HOME, ILLINOIS, an
by act of 1865, for the maintenance and education of children of deceased
institution, created

soldiers of the Civil

War.

An

eighty-acre tract,

one mile north of Normal, was selected as the
site, and the first principal building was completed and opened for the admission of beneficiaries on June 1, 1869.
Its first cost was §135,000,
the site having been donated. Repairs and the
construction of new buildings, from time to
time, have considerably increased this sum.
In
1875 the benefits of the institution were extended,
by legislative enactment, to the children of soldiers who had died after the close of the war.
The aggregate number of inmates, in 1894, was
572, of whom 323 were males and 249 females.
SOLDIERS' WIDOWS' HOME. Provision was
made for the establishment of this institution by

the Thirty-ninth General Assembly, in an act,
approved, June 13, 1895, appropriating §20,000 for
the purchase of a site, the erection of buildings
and furnishing the same. It is designed for the
reception and care of the mothers, wives, widows
and daughters of such honorably discharged
soldiers or sailors, in the United States service, as
may have died, or may be physically or mentally unable to provide for the families natu-

dependent on them, provided that such
persons have been residents of the State for
at least one year previous to admission, and
are without means or ability for self-support.

rally
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The

affairs

board of

of the

Home are managed by a
whom two are men and

five trustees, of

women, the former to be members of the
Grand Army of the Republic and of different
political parties, and the latter members of the
Women's Relief Corps of this State. The institution was located at Wilmington, occupying a
site of seventeen acres, where it was formally
opened in a house of eighteen rooms, March 11,
1896, with twenty-six applications for admittance. The plan contemplates an early enlargement by the erection of additional cottages.
SORENTO, a village of Bond County, at the
intersection of the Jacksonville & St. Louis and
the Toledo, St. Louis & Western Railways, 14
miles southeast of Litchfield; has a bank and a
Its interests are agricultural and
newspaper.
three

mining.

Pop. (1890), 538; (1900), 1,000.

SOULARD, James

Gaston, pioneer, born of
Mo. July 15, 1798
resided there until 1821, when, having married
the daughter of a soldier of the Revolution, he
received an appointment at Fort Snelling, near
the present city of St. Paul, then under command

French ancestry in

St. Louis,

,

who was his wife's brother-inThe Fort was reached after a tedious journey by flat-boat and overland, late in the fall of
Three years
1821, his wife accompanying him.
later they returned to St. Louis, where, being an
engineer, he was engaged for several years in
surveying. In 1827 he removed with his family
to Galena, for the next six years had charge of a
of Col. Snelling,

law.

store of the Gratiot Brothers, early business men
of that locality. Towards the close of this period

he received the appointment of County Recorder,
also holding the position of County Surveyor and
Postmaster of Galena at the same time. His
later years were devoted to farming and horticulture, his death taking place, Sept. 17, 1878.
Mr. Soulard was probably the first man to engage
in freighting between Galena and Chicago.
"The Galena Advertiser'' of Sept. 14, 1829, makes
mention of a wagon-load of lead sent by him to
Chicago, his team taking back a load of salt, the
paper remarking: "This is the first wagon that
has ever passed from the Mississippi River to
Chicago." Great results were predicted from
the exchange of commodities between the lake
Mrs. Eliza M.
and the lead mine district.
Hunt (Soulard), wife of the preceding, was born
at Detroit, Dec. 18, 1804, her father being Col.
Thomas A. Hunt, who had taken part in the
Battle of Bunker Hill and remained in the army
until his death, at St. Louis, in 1807. His descendants have maintained their connection with the

—

army ever
officer at

since, a son being a prominent artillery
the Battle of Gettysburg. Mrs. Soulard

was married at- St. Louis, in 1820, and survived
her husband some sixteen years, dying at Galena,
August 11, 1894. She had resided in Galena
nearly seventy years, and at the date of her
death, in the 90th year of her age, she was that
city's oldest resident.

SOUTH CHICAGO & WESTERN INDIANA
RAILROAD. (See Chicago & Western Indiana
Railroad.)

SOUTH DANVILLE,

a suburb of the city of
Population (1890),

Danville, Vermilion County.
799; (1900), 898.

SOUTHEAST &
Louisville

ST.

& Nashville

LOUIS RAILWAY.

(See

Railroad.)

SOUTH ELGIN, a village of Kane County,
near the city of Elgin. Population (1900), 515.

SOUTHERN

COLLEGIATE

INSTITUTE,

located at Albion, Edwards County, incorporated
in 1891 had a faculty of ten teachers with 219
;

pupils (1897-98)

—about equally male

and female.

Besides classical, scientific, normal, music and
fine arts departments, instruction is given in pre-

paratory studies and business education.
property is valued at $16,500.

Its

SOUTHERN HOSPITAL FOR THE INSANE,
Union County, founded by act
The original site coma little more than
$22,000, of which one-fourth was donated by citizens of the county. The construction of buildings was begun in 1869, but it was not until
March, 1875, that the north wing (the first comOther portions
pleted) was ready for occupancy.
were completed a year later. The Trustees purchased 160 additional acres in 1883. The first
cost (up to September, 1876) was nearly §635.000.
In 1881 one wing of the main building was destroyed by fire, and was subsequently rebuilt the
located at Anna,

of the Legislature in 1869.
prised 290 acres and cost

;

patients being, meanwhile, cared for in temporary

wooden

barracks.

The

total value of lands

and

buildings belonging to the State, June 30, 1894,
was estimated at 8738.580, and, of property of all
The wooden barracks were
sorts, at §833,700.

converted into a permanent ward, additions
to the main buildings, a detached building
for the accommodation of 300 patients erected,
numerous outbuildings put up and general improvements made. A second fire on the night of
Jan. 3, 1895, destroyed a large part of the main
building, inflicting a loss upon the State of
Provision was made for rebuilding by
§175,000.
the Legislature of that year. The institution has
capacity for about 750 patients.
later

made
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SOUTHERN ILLINOIS NORMAL UNIVERSITY, established in

1869,

and

located, after

competitive bidding, at Carbondale, which offered
lands and bonds at first estimated to be of the
value of §229,000, but which later depreciated,
through shrinkage, to §75,000. Construction was
commenced in May, 1870, and the first or main
building was completed and appropriately dedicated in July, 1874. Its cost was §265,000, but it
was destroyed by fire, Nov. 26, 1883. In February, 1887, a

of §150,000.

new structure was completed at a cost
Two normal courses of instruction

—

—

classical and scientific each extending over a period of four years. The conditions
of admission require that the pupil shall be 16
years of age, and shall possess the qualifications
enabling him to pass examination for a second-

are given

grade teacher's certificate. Those unable to do so
may enter a preparatory department for six
months. Pupils who pledge themselves to teach
in the public schools, not less than half the time
of their attendance at the University, receive
free tuition with a small charge for incidentals,
while others pay a tuition fee. The number of
students in attendance for the year 1897-98 was
720, coming from forty-seven counties, chiefly in
the southern half of the State, with representThe teaching
atives from eight other States.
faculty for the same year consisted, besides the

President, of sixteen instructors in the various

departments, of whom
eleven gentlemen.

five

were

ladies

SOUTHERN PENITENTIARY, THE,

and

located

near Chester, on the Mississippi River. Its erection was rendered necessary by the overcrowding
(See Northern
of the Northern Penitentiary.
Penitentiary.) The law providing for its estab-

lishment required the Commissioners to select a
convenient of access, adjacent to stone and
timber, and having a high elevation, with a never
In 1877, 122 acres were
failing supply of water.
purchased at Chester, and the erection of buildings commenced. The first appropriation was of
site

§200,000,

and §300,000 was added in 1879. By
convicts were received, and

March, 1878, 200

was utilized in the completion of the
which are constructed upon approved
modern principles. The prison receives convicts
sent from the southern portion of the State, and
has accommodation for some 1,200 prisoners. In
connection with this penitentiary is an asylum
for insane convicts, the erection of which was
provided for by the Legislature in 1889.
SOUTH UROYE, a village of De Kalb County.

their labor

buildings,

Population

(1890), 730.

SPALDING,
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Jesse, manufacturer. Collector of

Customs and Street Railway President, was born
at Athens, Bradford County, Pa., April

early

15,

1833;

commenced lumbering on the Susquehanna,

and, at 23, began dealing on his own account. In
1857 he removed to Chicago, and soon after bought

the property of the New York Lumber Company
at the mouth of the Menominee River in Wisconsin, where, with different partners, and finally
practically alone, he has carried on the business
of lumber manufacture on a large scale ever
since.
In 1881 he was appointed, by President
Arthur, Collector of the Port of Chicago, and, in
1889, received
from President Harrison an
appointment as one of the Government Directors
of the Union Pacific Railway. Mr. Spalding was
a zealous supporter of the Government during
the War of the Rebellion and rendered valuable
aid in the construction and equipment of Camp
Douglas and the barracks at Chicago for the
returning soldiers, receiving Auditor's warrants
in payment, when no funds in the State treasury
were available for the purpose. He was associated with William B. Ogden and others in the
project for connecting Green Bay and Sturgeon
Bay by a ship canal, which was completed in
1882, and, on the death of Mr. Ogden, succeeded
to the Presidency of the Canal Company, serving
until 1893, when the canal was turned over to the
General Government. He has also been identified
with many other public enterprises intimately
connected with the development and prosperity
of Chicago, and, in July, 1899, became President
of the Chicago Union Traction Company, having
control of the North and West Chicago Street
Railway Systems.
SPALDING, John Lancaster, Catholic Bishop,
was born in Lebanon, Ky., June 2, 1840; educated
in the United States and in Europe, ordained a
priest in the Catholic Church in 1863, and thereupon attached to the cathedral at Louisville, as
assistant.
In 1869 he organized a congregation
of colored people, and built for their use the
Church of St. Augustine, having been assigned
Soon afterwards he was
to that parish as pastor.
appointed Secretary to the Bishop and made
Chancellor of the Diocese. In 1873 he was trans-

New York, where he
missionary parish of St.
had, by this time, achieved no little

ferred from Louisville to

was attached
Michael's.

He

to the

fame as a pulpit orator and lecturer. When
the diocese of Peoria, 111., was created, in 1877, the
choice of the Pope fell upon him for the new see,
and he was consecrated Bishop, on May 1 of that
year, by Cardinal McCloskey at New York.
His
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administration has been characterized by both
energy and success. He has devoted much attention to the subject of emigration, and has brought
about the founding of many new settlements in
the far West. He was also largely instrumental
in bringing about the founding of the Catholic
University at Washington. Ho is a frequent
contributor to the reviews, and the author of a
number of religious works.
SPANISH INVASION OF ILLINOIS. In the
month of June, 1779, so'on after the declaration
of war between Spain and Great Britain, an expedition was organized in Canada, to attack the
Spanish posts along the Mississippi. Simultaneously, a force was to be dispatched from Pensacola against New Orleans, then commanded by
a young Spanish Colonel, Don Bernardo de
Galvez. Secret instructions had been sent to
British Commandants, all through the Western
country, to co-operate with both expeditions. De
Galvez, having learned of the scheme through
intercepted letters, resolved to forestall the attack
by becoming the assailant. At the head of a
force of 670 men, he set out and captured Baton
Rouge, Fort Manchac and Natchez, almost without opposition. The British in Canada, being
ignorant of what had been going on in the South,
in February following dispatched a force from
Mackinac to support the expedition from Pensacola, and, incidentally, to subdue the American
Cahokia and Kaskaskia
rebels while en route.
were contemplated points of attack, as well as
the Spanish forts at St. Louis and St. Genevieve.
This movement was planned by Capt. Patrick
Sinclair, commandant at Mackinac, but Captain
Hesse was placed in charge of the expedition,
which numbered some 750 men, including a force
of Indians led by a chief named Wabasha. The
British arrived before St. Louis, early on the
morning of May 26, 1780, taking the Spaniards

pursued the retreating invaders as far as the
Rock River, destroying many Indian villages on
the way. This movement on the part of the
British served as a pretext for an attempted reprisal, undertaken by the Spaniards, with the aid
of a number of Cahokians, early in 1781. Starting
early in January, this latter expedition crossed
Illinois, with the design of attacking Fort St.
Joseph, at the head of Lake Michigan, which had
been captured from the English by Thomas Brady
and afterwards retaken. The Spaniards were commanded by Don Eugenio Pourre, and supported
by a force of Cahokians and Indians. The fort
was easily taken and the British flag replaced by
the ensign of Spain. The affair was regarded as
of but little moment, at the time, the post being
evacuated in a few days, and the Spaniards
returning to St. Louis. Yet it led to serious
international complications, and the "conquest"
was seriously urged by the Spanish ministry as
giving that country a right to the territory travThis claim was supported by France
ersed.
before the signing of the Treaty of Paris, but
was defeated, through the combined efforts of
Messrs. Jay, Franklin and Adams, the American
Commissioners in charge of the peace negotiations with England.
SPARKS, (Capt.) David R., manufacturer and
legislator, was born near Lanesville, Ind., in
1823; in 1836, removed with his parents to Macoupin County, 111. in 1847, enlisted for the
Mexican War, crossing the plains to Santa Fe,
New Mexico. In 1850 he made the overland trip
to California, returning the next year by the
Isthmus of Panama. In 1855 he engaged in the
milling business at Staunton, Macoupin County,

Meanwhile Col. George Rogers
having been apprised of the project,
arrived at Cahokia from the falls of the Ohio,
twenty-four hours in advance of the attack, his
presence and readiness to co-operate with the
Spanish, no doubt, contributing to the defeat of
the expedition. The accounts of what followed
are conflicting, the number of killed on the St.
Louis shore being variously estimated from seven
or eight to sixty-eight the last being the esti-

region.

by

surprise.

Clark,

—

mate of Capt.

All
the invading party was
forced to retreat in great haste. Colonel Montgomery, who had been in command at Cahokia,
with a force of 350 and a party of Spanish allies,

agree,

Sinclair in his official report.

however, that

;

but, in 1860,

made a

third trip across the plains

in search of gold, taking a quartz-mill

which was

erected near where Central City, Colo., now is,
and which was the second steam-engine in that

He returned home in time to vote for
Stephen A. Douglas for President, the same year,
but became a stalwart Republican, two weeks
later, when the advocates of secession began to
develop their policy after the election of Lincoln.
In 1861 he enlisted, under the call for 500,000 volunteers following the first battle of Bull Run, and

was commissioned a Captain in the Third Illinois
Cavalry (Col. Eugene A. Carr), serving two and a
half years, during which time he took part in
several hard-fought battles, and being present at
the fall of Vicksburg. At the end of his service
he became associated with his former partner in
the erection of a large flouring mill at Litchfield,
but, in 1869, the firm bought an extensive flour-
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greatly enlarged and improved, until it is now one
of the most extensive establishments of its kind
Capt. Sparks was elected to the
in the State.

accept office, though often solicited to do so. In
1851 he removed to Louisville, where he acquired
a handsome fortune in the real-estate business.
On the breaking out of the rebellion in 1861, he
heartily embraced the cause of the Union, and,

House of Representatives in 1888, and to the State
Senate in 1894, serving in the sessions of 1895 and
'97; was also strongly supported as a candidate
for the Republican nomination for Congress in

during the war, was entrusted with many delicate and important duties in the interest of the
Government, by Mr. Lincoln, whom he frequently
visited in Washington.
His death occurred at

became the princiand which has since been

ing mill at Alton, of which he
pal

owner

in

1881,

Louisville,

1896.

ex-Congressman, was
born near New Albany, Ind., Nov. 19, 1828, at 8
years of age was brought by his parents to Illinois, and shortly afterwards left an orphan.
Thrown on his own resources, he found work
upon a farm, his attendance at the district
schools being limited to the winter months.
Later, he passed through McKendree College,
supporting himself, meanwhile, by teaching,
graduating in 1850. He read law with Judge
Sidney Breese, and was admitted to the bar in
His first public office was that of Receiver
1851.
of the Land Office at Edwardsville, to which he
was appointed by President Pierce in 1853, remaining until 1856, when he was chosen PresiThe
dential Elector on the Democratic ticket.
same year he was elected to the lower house of
the General Assembly, and, in 1863-64, served in
the State Senate for the unexpired term of James
M. Rodgers, deceased. He was a delegate to the
National Democratic Convention in 1868, and a
Democratic Representative in Congress from 1875
In 1885 he was appointed, by President
to 1883.
Cleveland, Commissioner of the General Land
Office in Washington, retiring, by resignation, in
1887.
His home is at Carlyle.
SPARTA & ST. GENEVIEVE RAILROAD.

SPARKS, William

(See Centralia

&

A.

J.,

Chester Railroad.)

SPEED, Joshua Fry, merchant, and intimate
friend of Abraham Lincoln was educated in the
;

and at St. Joseph's College, Bardstown, Ky., after which he spent some time in a
wholesale mercantile establishment in Louisville.
local schools

About 1835 he came

to Springfield, 111., where he
engaged in the mercantile business, later becom-

ing the intimate friend and associate of Abraham
Lincoln, to whom he offered the privilege of
sharing a room over his store, when Mr. Lincoln

removed from

New Salem

to Springfield, in 1836.

Mr. Speed returned to Kentucky in 1842, but the
friendship with Mr. Lincoln, which was of a
most devoted character, continued until the
death of the latter. Having located in Jefferson
County, Ky., Mr. Speed was elected to the Legislature in 1848, but

was never again willing

to

May

29,

1882.

— James

older brother of the preceding,

(Speed), an
was a prominent

Unionist of Kentucky, and, after the war, a
leading Republican of that State, serving as delegate to the National Republican Conventions of
1872 and 1876.
In 1864 he was appointed Attorney-General by Mr. Lincoln and served until 1866,
when he resigned on account of disagreement
with President Johnson. He died in 1887, at the

age of 75 years.

SPOON RIVER, rises in Bureau County, flows
southward through Stark County into Peoria,
thence southwest through Knox, and to the south
and southeast, through Fulton County, entering
the Illinois River opposite Havana. It is about
150 miles long.

SPRINGER,

(Rev.)

Francis, D.D., educator

and Army Chaplain, born in Franklin County,
Pa., March 19, 1810; was left an orphan at an
early age, and educated at Pennsylvania College,
Gettysburg; entered the Lutheran ministry in
1836, and, in 1839, removed to Springfield, 111.,
where he preached and taught school; in 1847
became President of Hillsboro College, which, in
1852, was removed to Springfield and became Illi-

now known as Concordia
Seminary. Later, he served for a time as Superintendent of Schools for the city of Springfield,
but, in September, 1861, resigned to accept the
Chaplaincy of the Tenth Illinois Cavalry by successive resignations and appointments, held the
positions of Chaplain of the First Arkansas Infantry (1863-64) and Post Chaplain at Fort Smith,
Ark., serving in the latter position until April,
1867, when he was commissioned Chaplain of the
United States Army. This position he resigned
while stationed at Fort Harker, Kan., August 23,
During a considerable part of his incum1867.
bency as Chaplain at Fort Smith, he acted as
Agent of the Bureau of Refugees and Freedmen,
performing important service in caring for noncombatants rendered homeless by the vicissitudes
of war. After the war he served, for a time, as
Superintendent of Schools for Montgomery
County, 111. was instrumental in the founding
of Carthage (111.) College, and was a member of
nois State University,

;

;
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He

same time, and the name "Calhoun" was given to

the Illinois House of
Representatives at the session of the Thirty-fifth
General Assembly (1887), and Chaplain of the
Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of
Illinois for two consecutive terms (1890-'92).
He was also member of the Stephenson Post,
No. 30, G. A. R. at Springfield, and served as its

a section in the northwest quarter of the present
city this being the "hey-day" of the South
Carolina statesman's greatest popularity but
the change was not popularly accepted, and the
new name was soon dropped. It was incorporated as a town, April 2, 1832, and as a city, April
6, 1840; and re-incorporated, under the general,
law in 1882. It was made the State capital by
act of the Legislature, passed at the session of
1837, which went into effect, July 4, 1839, and the
Legislature first convened there in December of
the latter year. The general surface is fiat,
though there is rolling ground to the west. The
city has excellent water-works, a paid fire-department, six banks, electric street railways, gas and

its

Board of Control at the time of

was elected Chaplain

his death.

of

,

Chaplain from January, 1884, to his death, which
occurred at Springfield, Oct. 21, 1892.

SPRINGER, William McKendree, ex-Congressman, Justice of United States Court, was born in
Sullivan County, Ind.

,

May

30, 1836.

In 1848 he

removed with his parents to Jacksonville, 111.,
was fitted for college in the public high school at
Jacksonville, under the tuition of the late Dr.

—

—

Bateman, entered Illinois College, remaining
three years, when he removed to the Indiana
State University, graduating there in 1858. The
following year he was admitted to the bar and
commenced practice in Logan County, but soon
after removed to Springfield.
He entered public
life as Secretary of the Constitutional Convention
of 18C2. In 1871-72 he represented Sangamon
County in the Legislature, and, in 1874, was
elected to Congress from the Thirteenth Illinois
District as a Democrat.
From that time until
the close of the Fifty-third Congress (1895), he
served in Congress continuously, and was recognized as one of the leaders of his party on the
floor, being at the head of many important committees when that party was in the ascendancy,
and a candidate for the Democratic caucus nomination for Speaker, in 1893. In 1894 he was the
candidate of his party for Congress for the
eleventh time, but was defeated by his Republican opponent, James A. Connolly.
In 1895
President Cleveland appointed him United
States District Judge for Indian Territory.
SPRINGFIELD, the State capital, and the
county-seat of Sangamon County, situated five
miles south of the Sangamon River and 185 miles
southwest of Chicago; is an important railway
center.
The first settlement on the site of the
present city was made by John Kelly in 1819.
On April 10, 1821, it was selected, by the first

commodious hotels, fine
handsome residences, beautiful parks, thorough sewerage, and is one of the
best paved and handsomest cities in the State.
The city proper, in 1890, contained an area of four

Board of County Commissioners, as the temporary

and furniture. It is also the permanent location
of the State Fairs, for which extensive buildings
have been erected on the Fair Grounds north of
the city. There are three daily papers two morn-

county-seat of Sangamon County, the organization of which had been authorized by act of
the Legislature in January previous, and the

name

Springfield

was given

In 1823 the
selection was made permanent.
The latter year
the first sale of lands took place, the original site
being entered by Pascal P. Enos, Elijah lies and
Thomas Cox. The town was platted about the
to

it.

electric

lighting,

churches, numerous

square miles, but has since been enlarged by the
annexation of the following suburbs: North
Springfield, April 7, 1891 West Springfield, Jan.
;

4,

1898;

and South Springfield and the village of

Laurel, April 5, 1898. These additions give to
the present city an area of 5.84 square miles.
The population of the original city, according to
the census of 1880, was 19,743, and, in 1890, 24,963,
while that of the annexed suburbs, at the last
census, was 2,109 making a total of 29,072. The
latest school census (1898) showed a total population of 33,375— population by census (1900),
34,159.
Besides the State House, the city has a
handsome United States Government Building
for United States Court and post-office purposes,
a county courthouse (the former State capitol),

—

a city

and (State)
was the home

Executive

hall

Springfield

of

Abraham

Mansion.
Lincoln.

His former residence has been donated to the
State, and his tomb and monument are in the
beautiful Oak Ridge cemetery, adjoining the
city.
Springfield is an important coal-mining
center, and has many important industries,
notably a watcli factory, rolling mills, and extensive manufactories of agricultural implements

—

—

ing and one evening published here, besides
various other publications, Pop. (1900), 34,159.

SPRINGFIELD, EFFINGHAM & SOUTHEASTERN RAILROAD. (See St. Louis, Indianapolis

& Eastern Railroad.

)
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SPRINGFIELD & ILLINOIS SOUTHEAST-

ERN RAILROAD.

Baltimore

(See

&

Ohio

Southwestern Railroad.

SPRINGFIELD & NORTHWESTERN RAILROAD. (See Chicago, Peoria & St Louis
Railroad of

Illinois.)

SPRING VALLEY, an

incorporated

city in

Bureau County, at intersection of the Chicago &
Northwestern, the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific,
the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy, and the
Toluca, Marquette & Northern Railways, 100
miles southwest of Chicago. It lies in a coalmining region and has important manufacturing
interests as well.
It has two banks, electric

and interurban railways, and two news-

street

Population

papers.

ST.

young

(1890), 3,837; (1900), 6,214.

AGATHA'S SCHOOL, an

institution for

under the patronage
of the Bishop of the Episcopal Church, incorpoladies, at Springfield,

rated in 1889. It has a faculty of eight teachers
giving instruction in the preparatory and higher
branches, including music and fine arts. It
reported fifty-five pupils in 1894, and real estate
valued at $15,000.
ST. ALBAN'S ACADEMY, a boys' and young
men's school at Knoxville, 111., incorporated in
1896 under the auspices of the Episcopal Church
in 1898 had a faculty of seven teachers, with
forty-five pupils, and property valued at §61,100,
of which $54,000 was real estate.
Instruction is
given in the classical and scientific branches,
besides music and preparatory studies.
ST. ANNE, a village of Kankakee County,
at the crossing of the Chicago & Eastern Illinois
and the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St.
Louis Railways, 60 miles south of Chicago. The
town has two banks, tile and brick factory, and a
weekly newspaper. Pop. (1900), 1,000.

ST.

CHARLES, a

city in

Kane County, on both

Fox River, at intersection of the Chicago
Northwestern and the Chicago Great Western
Railways; 38 miles west of Chicago and 10 miles

sides of

&

south of Elgin.
The river furnishes excellent
water-power, which is being utilized by a number
of important manufacturing enterprises.
The
city is connected with Chicago and many towns
in the Fox River valley by interurbi.n electric
trolley lines is also the seat of the State Home
for Boys.
Pop. (1890), 1,690; (1900), 2,675.
;

ST. CLAIR, Arthur, first Governor of the
Northwest Territory, was born of titled ancestry

came to America in
1757 as an ensign, having purchased his commis-

at Thurso, Scotland, in 1734;

the capture of Louisburg,
1758, and fought under Wolfe at

sion, participated in

Canada, in
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In 1764 he settled in Pennsylvania,
Quebec.
where he amassed a moderate fortune, and became prominent in public affairs. He served with
distinction during the Revolutionary War, rising
to the rank of Major-General, and succeeding
General Gates in command at Ticonderoga, but,
later, was censured by Washington for his hasty
evacuation of the post, though finally vindicated
by a military court. His Revolutionary record,
however, was generally good, and even distinguished. He represented Pennsylvania in the
Continental Congress, and presided over that
body in 1787. He served as Governor of the
Northwest Territory (including the present State
of Illinois) from 1789 to 1802.
As an executive
he was not successful, being unpopular because
of his. arbitrariness.
In November, 1791, he
suffered a serious defeat by the Indians in the
valley between the Miami and the Wabash. In
this campaign he was badly crippled by the gout,
and had to be carried on a litter he was again
vindicated by a Congressional investigation. His
first visit to the Illinois Country was made in
1790, when he organized St. Clair County, which
was named in his honor. In 1802 President Jefferson removed him from the governorship of
Ohio Territory, of which he had continued to be
the Governor after its separation from Indiana
;

and

Illinois.

The remainder of

his

life

was

spent in comparative penury. Shortly before his
decease, he was granted an annuity by the Pennsylvania Legislature and by Congress. Died, at
Greensburg, Pa., August 31, 1818.

ST.

CLAIR COUNTY,

the

first

county organ-

ized within the territory comprised in the pres-

—

ent State of Illinois
the whole region wr est
of the Ohio River having been first placed under

under the name of "Illinois
County," by an act of the Virginia House of
Delegates, passed in October, 1778, a few months
after the capture of Kaskaskia by Col. George
Rogers Clark. (See Illinois; also Clark, George
civil jurisdiction,

St. Clair County was
by an order ©f Gov. Arthur St

Rogers.)

finally

set off

on occaCountry,"

Clair,

sion of his first visit to the "Illinois
in April, 1790 more than two years after his

—

assumption of the duties of Governor of the
Northwest Territory, which then comprehended
the "Illinois Country" as well as the whole
region within the present States of Ohio, Indiana,
Michigan and Wisconsin. Governor St. Clair's
order, which bears date, April 27, 1790, defines
the boundaries of the new county which took
his own name as follows:
"Beginning at the
mouth of the Little Michillimackanack River,

—

—
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running thence southerly in a direct line to the
of the little river above Fort Massac upon
the Ohio River thence with the said river to its
junction with the Mississippi; thence up the
Mississippi to the mouth of the Illinois, and so up
the Illinois River to the place of beginning, with
all the adjacent islands of said rivers, Illinois and

mouth

;

"Little Michillimackanack,
the initial point mentioned in this description
also variously spelled "Makina" and "MackiMississippi."

The

latter being the name by which the
now known —empties into the Illinois

naw," the
stream is
River on

the south side a few miles below
The boundaries
Tazewell County.
of St. Clair County, as given by Gov. St. Clair,
indicate the imperfect knowledge of the topography of the "Illinois Country" existing in
that day, as a line drawn south from the mouth
of the Mackinaw River, instead of reaching the
Ohio "above Fort Massac," would have followed
the longitude of the present city of Springfield,
striking the Mississippi about the northwestern
corner of Jackson County, twenty-five miles west
of the mouth of the Ohio. The object of Governor St. Clair's order was, of course, to include
the settled portions of the Illinois Country in the
new county and, if it had had the effect intended,
the eastern border of the county would have followed a line some fifty miles farther eastward,
along the eastern border of Marion, Jefferson,
Franklin, Williamson and Johnson Counties,
reaching the Ohio River about the present site of
Metropolis City in Massac County, and embracing
about one-half of the area of the present State of
For all practical purposes it embraced
Illinois.
all the Illinois Country, as it included that portion in which the white settlements were located.
(See St. Clair, Arthur; also Illinois Country.)
The early records of St. Clair Count y are in the
French language its first settlers and its early
civilization were French, and the first church to
inculcate the doctrine of Christianity was the
Roman Catholic. The first proceedings in court
under the common law were had in 1796. The
first Justices of the Peace were appointed in 1807,
and, as there was no penitentiary, the whippingpost and pillory played an important part in the
code of penalties^ these punishments being impartially meted out as late as the time of Judge
(afterwards Governor) Reynolds, to "the lame, the
halt and the blind," for such offenses as the larceny of a silk handkerchief. At first three
places Cahokia, Prairie du Rocher and KaskasPekin,

in

;

;

—

kia

—were named as county-seats by Governor St.

Clair; but

Randolph County having been

set off

in 1895, Cahokia

older county,
Belleville

was

became the county-seat of

so

remaining

until 1813,

the^

when

selected as the seat of justice.

At

time it was a mere cornfield owned by
George Blair, although settlements had previously
been established in Ridge Prairie and at Badgley.

that

Judge Jesse

B.

Thomas held

his first court in a

was erected in
the same year, George E. Blair established a hostelry, Joseph Kerr opened a store,
and, in 1817, additional improvements were^
inaugurated by Daniel Murray and others, from
Baltimore. John H. Dennis and the Mitchells
and Wests (from Virginia) settled soon afterlog-cabin, but a rude court house
1814, and,

ward, becoming farmers and mechanics. Belleville was incorporated in 1819.
In 1825 Governor
Edwards bought the large landed interests of
Etienne Personeau, a large French land-owner,
ordered a new survey of the town and infused fresh
life into its development. Settlers began to arrive
in large numbers, mainly Virginians, who brought
with them their slaves, the right to hold which
was, for many years, a fruitful and perennial
source of strife.
Emigrants from Germany
began to arrive at an early day, and now a large
proportion of the population of Belleville and St.
Clair County is made up of that nationality.
The
county, as at present organized, lies on the western border of the south half of the State, immediately opposite St. Louis, and comprises some 680
square miles. Three-fourths of it are underlaid
by a vein of coal, six to eight feet thick, and
about one hundred feet below the surface. Considerable wheat is raised.
The principal townsare Belleville, East St. Louis, Lebanon and Mascoutah. Population of the county (1880), 61,806;
(1890), 66,571; (1900), 86,685.

ST. JOHN, an incorporated village of Perry
County, on the Illinois Central Railway, one mile
north of Duquoin. Coal is mined and salt manufactured here. Population about 500.
ST. JOSEPH, a village of Champaign County,
on the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis
Railway, 10 miles east of Champaign; has interurban railroad connection. Pop. (1900), 637.
ST. JOSEPH'S HOSPITAL, (Chicago), founded
in 1860, by the Sisters of Charity. Having been destroyed in the fire of 1871, it was rebuilt in the
following year. In 1892 it was reconstructed, enlarged and made thoroughly modern in its appointments. It can accommodate about 250 patients.
The Sisters attend to the nursing, and conduct the
domestic and financial affairs. The medical staff
comprises ten physicans and surgeons, among
whom are some of the most eminent in Chicago.

HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.
ST. LOUIS,
(See Chicago

ST. LOUIS,

ROAD.

ALTON & CHICAGO RAILROAD.

& Alton

ALTON & SPRINGFIELD RAIL-

(See

St.

Louis,

Chicago

&

St.

Paul

LOUIS,

ALTON &

TERRE HAUTE

RAILOAD,

a corporation formerly operating an
extensive system of railroads in Illinois. The Terre
Haute & Alton Railroad Company (the original
corporation) was chartered in January, 1851,
work begun in 1852, and the main line from

Haute

Terre

March

to Alton (172.5 miles) completed,

1856.

1,

The

Belleville

&

Illinoistown

branch (from Belleville to East St. Louis) was
chartered in 1852, and completed between the

named in the title, in the fall of 1854.
This corporation secured authority to construct
an extension from Illinoistown (now East St.
Louis) to Alton, which was completed in October,
1856, giving the first railroad connection between
points

&

Alton

St.

Louis.

two roads

these

Simultaneously with this,
Haute & Alton and

(the Terre

& Illinoistown) were consolidated
under a single charter by special act of the Legisthe Belleville

lature in February, 1854, the consolidated line
taking the name of the Terre Haute, Alton & St.
Louis Railroad. Subsequently the road became
financially embarassed, was sold under foreclosure
and reorganized, in 1862, under the name of the
June
St. Louis, Alton & Terre Haute Railroad.
1, 1867, the main line (from Terre Haute to St.
Louis) was leased for niety-nine years to the
Indianapolis & St. Louis Railway Company (an
Indiana corporation) guaranteed by certain other
lines, but the lease was subsequently broken by
the insolvency of the lessee and some of the
guarantors. The Indianapolis & St. Louis went
into the hands of a receiver in 1882, and was sold
under foreclosure, in July of the same year, its
interest being absorbed by the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis Railway, by which

the main line is now operated. The properties
officially reported as remaining in the hands of
the St. Louis, Alton & Terre Haute Railroad,

June

30, 1895,

beside the Belleville Branch (14.40

miles), included the following leased

and

subsidi-

—

ary lines: Belleville & Southern Illinois "Cairo
Short Line" (56.40 miles) Belleville & Eldorado,
(50.20 miles); Belleville & Carondelet (17.30
;

Louis Southern and branches (47. 27
St. Louis & Paducah Railway (53.50 miles). All these have been leased,
since the close of the fiscal year 1895, to the Illi(For sketches of these several
nois Central.
roads see headings of each.
miles)

miles),

;

ST. PAUL RAILrunning from Spring-

CHICAGO &

(Bluff Line), a line

Granite City, 111., (opposite St. Louis),
with a branch from Lock Haven to
Grafton, 111., 8.4 miles total length of line in
Illinois, 110.5 miles.
The track is of standard
gauge, laid with 56 to 70-pound steel rails.
(History. ) The road was originally incorporated
under the name of the St. Louis, Jerseyville &
Springfield Railroad, built from Bates to Grafton
in 1882, and absorbed by the Wabash, St. Louis &
Pacific Railway Company was surrendered by the
receivers of the latter in 1886, and passed under
the control of the bond-holders, by whom it was
transferred to a corporation known as the St.
Louis & Central Illinois Railroad Company. In
June, 1887, the St. Louis, Alton & Springfield
Railroad Company was organized, with power to
build extensions from Newbern to Alton, and
from Bates to Springfield, which was done. In
October, 1890, a receiver was appointed, followed
by a reorganization under the present name (St.
Louis, Chicago & St. Paul).
Default was made
on the interest and, in June following, it was
again placed in the hands of receivers, by whom
it was operated until 1898.
The total earnings
and income for the fiscal year 1897-98 were
8318,815,
operating expenses, §373,270; total
capitalization, $4,853,526, of which, $1,500,000
was in the form of stock and $1,235 000 in income
bonds.
field to

102.1 miles,

—

Railroad.
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ST. LOUIS,

ROAD,

Railroad.)
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St.

and Chicago,

;

ST. LOUIS, INDIANAPOLIS & EASTERN
a railroad line 90 miles in length,
extending from Switz City, Ind., to Effingham,
111.
56 miles being within the State of Illinois.
It is of standard gauge and the track laid chiefly
with iron rails. (History.) The orginal corpo-

RAILROAD,

—

ration

was chartered

in 1869 as the Springfield,

&

Quincy Railway Company. It was
built as a narrow-gauge line by the Cincinnati,
Effingham & Quincy Construction Company,
which went into the hands of a receiver in 1878.
The road was completed by the receiver in 1880,
and, in 1885, restored to the Construction Company by the discharge of the receiver. For a
short time it was operated in connection with
the Bloomfield Railroad of Indiana, but was
Effingham

reorganized in 1886 as the Indiana & Illinois
Southern Railroad, and the gauge changed to
standard in 1887. Having made default in the
payment of interest, it was sold under foreclosure
in 1890 and purchased in the interest of the bondholders, by whom it was conveyed to the St.
Louis, Indianapolis & Eastern Railroad Company,
in

whose name the

line is operated.

Its business
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and chiefly local. The total earnings
were $65,583 and the expenditures §69,112.
capital stock was §740,900; bonded debt,

limited,

in 1898
Its

§978,000, other indebtedness increasing the total
capital investment to §1,816,736.

ST.

LOUIS, JACKSONVILLE & CHICAGO

&

Ra ilroad.
ST. LOUIS, JERSEYVILLE & SPRINGFIELD
RAILROAD. (See St. Louis, Chicago & St. Paul

RAILROAD.

(See*

Ch icago

Alton

Railroad. )

ST. LOUIS,

AL-

(See Louisville, Evansville

Louis (Consolidated) Railroad.)

ST. LOUIS,

WAY, known

PEORIA & NORTHERN RAIL-

"Peoria Short Line," a corporation organized, Feb. 29, 1896, to take over and
unite the properties of the St. Louis & Eastern,
the St. Louis & Peoria and the North and South
Railways, and to extend the same due north
from Springfield to Peoria (60 miles), and thence
to Fulton or East Clinton, 111. on the Upper MisThe line extends from Springfield to
sissippi.
Glen Carbon (84.46 miles), with trackage facilities
over the Chicago, Peoria & St. Louis Railroad
and the Merchants' Terminal Bridge (18 miles)
(History.) This road has been
to St. Louis.
as

,

made up

South Railroad going out of existence. In
May, 1899, the St. Louis, Peoria & Northern was
sold to the reorganized Chicago & Alton Railroad
Company, to be operated as a short line between
Peoria

ST.

&

St. Louis.

LOUIS, ROCK

RAILROAD.

ISLAND & CHICAGO

(See Chicago, Burlington

&

Quincy

Railroad.)

ST. LOUIS SOUTHERN RAILROAD, a line
running from Pinckney ville, 111. via Murphys,

MOUNT CARMEL & NEW

BANY RAILROAD.

& St.

&

of three sections or divisions.

The

(1)

the line was constructed under
the name of the St. Louis & Chicago Railroad of
Illinois, incorporated in 1885, and opened from
Mount Olive to Alhambra in 1887. It passed
initial section of

into the hands of a receiver, was sold under foreclosure in 1889, and reorganized, in 1890, as the St.

Louis & Peoria Railroad. The St. Louis & Eastern, chartered in 1889, built the line from Glen
Carbon to Marine, which was opened in 1893 the
following year, bought the St. Louis & Peoria
line, and, in 1895, constructed the link (8 miles)
between Alhambra and Marine. (3) The North
& South Railroad Company of Illinois, organized
in 1890, as successor to the St. Louis & Chicago
Railway Company, proceeded in the construction
of the line (50.46 miles) from Mt. Olive to Springfield, which was subsecpiently leased to the Chithe
cago, Peoria & St. Louis, then under
management of the Jacksonville, Louisville & St.
Louis Railway. The latter corporation having
defaulted, the property passed into the hands of
a receiver. By expiration of the lease in December, 1896, the property reverted to the proprietary
Company, which took possession, Jan. 1, 1896.
The St. Louis & Southeastern then fought the
line outright, and it was incorporated as a part of
the new organization \mder the name of the St.
Louis, Peoria & Northern Railway, the North
;

The company is also the
lessee of the Carbondale & Shawneetown Railroad, extending from Carbondale to Marion, 17.5
miles — total, 50.5 miles. The track is of standard
gauge and laid w ith 56 and 60-pound steel rails.
The company was organized in August, 1886, to
boro, to Carbondale.

T

succeed to the property of the St. Louis Coal Railroad (organized in 1879) and the St. Louis Central
Railway and was leased for 980 years from Dec.
1, 1886, to the St. Louis, Alton & Terre Haute
Railroad Company, at an annual rental equal to
thirty per cent of the gross earnings, with a minimum guarantee of §32,000, which is sufficient
to pay the interest on the first mortgage bonds.
During the year 1896 this line passed under lease
from the St. Louis, Alton & Terre Haute Railroad Company, into the hands of the Illinois
Central Railroad Company.
ST. LOUIS, SPRINGFIELD & YINCENNES
RAILROAD COMPANY, a corporation organized
in July, 1S99, to take over the property of the
Baltimore & Ohio Southwestern Railway in the
State of Illinois, known as the Ohio & Mississippi
and the Springfield & Illinois Southeastern
Railways
the former extending from Vincennes, Ind., to East St. Louis, and the latter
;

—

from Beardstown to Shawneetown. The propwas sold under foreclosure, at Cincinnati,
July 10, 1899, and transferred, for purposes of
reorganization, into the hands of the new corerty

poration,

July

28,

1899.

several lines see Baltimore

(For history of the

&

Ohio Southwestern

Railway.)

ST. LOUIS,

YANDALIA & TERRE HAUTE

RAILROAD.

This line extends from East St.
Louis eastward across the State, to the Indiana
State line, a distance of 158.3 miles. The Terre
Haute & Indianapolis Railroad Company is the
lessee.
The track is single, of standard gauge,
and laid with steel rails. The outstanding capital stock, in 1898, was §3,924,058, the bonded debt,
§4,496,000, and the floating debt, $218. 480. —(His-

The St. Louis, Vandalia & Terre Haute
)
Railroad was chartered in 1865, opened in 1870
and leased to the Terre Haute & Indianapolis

tory
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Eailroad, for itself and the Pittsburg, Cincinnati,
St. Louis Railroad.
Chicago

&

ST. LOUIS & CAIRO RAILROAD, extends
from East St. Louis to Cairo, 111., 151.6 miles, with
a branch from Millstadt Junction to High Prairie,
The track is of standard gauge and laid
9 miles.
mainly with steel rails.— (History.) The original charter was granted to the Cairo & St. Louis
Railroad Company, Feb. 16, 1865, and the road

ST.

MARY'S SCHOOL,

teen teachers, giving instruction to 113 pupils.
The branches taught include the classics, the

music and preparatory studies.
The institution has a library of 2,200 volumes,
and owns property valued at $130,500, of which
sciences, fine arts,

and was taken charge of
by a new company under its present name, Feb.
On Feb. 1, 1886, it was leased to the
1, 1882.

intendent,

&

Ohio Railroad Company for forty-five

and now constitutes the

years,

Illinois Division
giving it a connection with St.
(See Mobile & Ohio Railway. )

of that line,
Louis.

LOUIS & CENTRAL ILLINOIS RAILROAD. (See St. Louis, Chicago & St. Paul
ST.

Railroad. )

LOUIS

ST.

Illinois).

& CHICAGO RAILROAD

(See

Peoria

Louis,

St.

&

(of

Northern

Railway.)

LOUIS & EASTERN RAILROAD.

ST.
St.

Louis, Peoria

St. Louis,

ST.

Peoria

&

was chartered

(See

Northern Railway.

LUKE'S HOSPITAL,
in

1865,

located in Chicago.

its

incorporators, in

statement, substantially declaring
their object to be the establishment of a free hospital under the control of the Protestant Episcopal Church, which should be open to the
afflicted poor, without distinction of race or

their initial

creed.

The

hospital

was opened on a small

scale,

but steadily increased until 1879, when re-incorporation was effected under the general law. In
1885 a new building was erected on land donated
for that purpose, at a cost exceeding §150,000,
exclusive of $20,000 for furnishing. While its
primary object has been to afford accommodation,

with medical and surgical care, gratuitously,
needy poor, the institution also provides a

to the

number of comfortable, well-furnished private rooms for patients who are able
and willing to pay for the same. It contains an
amphitheater for surgical operations and clinics,

considerable

and has a free dispensary for out-patients. During the past few years important additions
have been made, the number of beds increased,
and provision made for a training school for
nurses.

thirteen

The medical
physicians

pathologists.

staff

and

is

real estate.

STAGER, Anson,
April

20,

soldier

was born

1825

;

and Telegraph Super-

in Ontario County, N. Y.,

at 16 years of age entered the serv-

Henry O'Reilly, a printer who afterwards
became a pioneer in building telegraph lines, and
with whom he became associated in various enterprises of this character.
Having introduced
ice of

several improvements in the construction of batteries and the arrangement of wires, he was, in
1852* made General Superintendent of the principal lines in the West, and, on the organization of
the Western Union Company, was retained in
this position.
Early in the Civil War he was
entrusted with the management of telegraph
lines in

Southern Ohio and along the Virginia

border, and, in October following,

LOUIS & PEORIA RAILWAY.

ST.

It

(See

& Northern Railway.)

(1896)

consists

surgeons

and

of

two

ladies' semi-

;

$100,000

Mobile

young

under the patronage of the Episcopal
Church, at Knoxville, Knox County, 111. was
incorporated in 1858, in 1898 had a faculty of four-

nary,

opened, March 1, 1875. Subsequently it passed
into the hands of a receiver, was sold under foreclosure, July 14, 1881,

a

501

was

aj:>pointed

Superintendent of Government telegraphs, remaining in this position until September, 1868, his services being recognized in his
promotion to a brevet Brigadier-Generalship of
Volunteers. In 1869 General Stager returned to
Chicago and, in addition to his duties as General
Superintendent, engaged in the promotion of a
number of enterprises connected with the manufacture of
electrical
appliances and other
branches of the business. One of these was the
consolidation of the telephone companies, of
which he became President, as also of the Western Edison Electric Light Company, besides being
a Director in several other corporations. Died,
in Chicago, March 26, 1885.
STANDISH, John Van Ness, a lineal descendant
of Capt. Miles Standish, the Pilgrim leader, was
born at Woodstock, Vt., Feb. 26, 1825. His early
years were spent on a farm, but a love of knowledge and books became his ruling passion, and he
devoted several years to study, in the "Liberal
Institute" at Lebanon, N. H., finally graduating,
with the degree of A. B., at Norwich University
Later, he received the
in the class of 1847.
degree of A.M., in due course, from his Alma
Mater in 1855; that of Ph.D. from Knox College,

General

LL.D from St. Lawrence University
and from Norwich, in 1898. Dr. Standish
chose the profession of a teacher, and has spent

in

1883, of

in 1893,
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fifty years in its pursuit in connection with
private and public schools and the College, of
which more than forty years were as Professor and
President of Lombard University at Galesburg.

over

He

has also lectured and conducted Teachers'
Institutes all over the State, and, in 1859, was
elected President of the State Teachers' Association.
He made three visits to the Old World
in 1879, '82-83, and '91-92— and, during his second
trip, traveled over 40,000 miles, visiting nearly
every country of Europe, including the "Land of
the Midnight Sun," besides Northern Africa
from the Mediterranean to the Desert of Sahara,
Egypt, Palestine, Syria and Asia Minor. A lover
of art, he has visited 'nearly all the principal
museums and picture galleries of the world. In
politics he is a Eepublican, and, in opposition to
many college men, a firm believer in the doctrine
of protection.
In religion, he is a Universalist.
STAPP, James T. B., State Auditor, was born
in Woodford County, Ky., April 13, 1804; at the

age of 12 accompanied his widowed mother to
Kaskaskia, 111., where she settled; before he was
20 years old, was employed as a clerk in the office
of the State Auditor, and, upon the resignation of
that officer, was appointed his successor, being
twice thereafter elected by the Legislature, serving nearly five years. He resigned the auditorship to accept the Presidency of the State Bank
at Vandalia, which post he filled for thirteen
years; acted as Aid-de-camp on Governor Reynolds staff in the Black Hawk War, and served
as Adjutant of the Third Illinois Volunteers during the war with Mexico. President Taylor
appointed Mr. Stapp Receiver of the United
States Land Office at Vandalia, which office he
held during the Fillmore administration, resigning in 1855. Two years later he removed to
Decatur, where he continued to reside until his
death in 1876. A handsome Methodist chapel,
erected by him in that city, bears his name.
STARK COUNTY, an interior county in the
northern half of the State, lying west of the Illinois River has an area of 290 square miles.
It
has a rich, alluvial soil, well watered by numerous small streams. The principal industries are
;

and stock-raising, and the chief
towns are Toulon and Wyoming. The county
was erected from Putnam and Knox in 1839, and
agriculture

named

in honor of General Stark, of Revolution-

settler was Isaac B.
on Spoon River, in 1828,
and gave his name to a township. Of other pioneer families, the Buswells, Smiths, Spencers and

ary fame.
Essex,

who

The

earliest

built a cabin

New England the ThomMoores, Holgates, Fullers and Whittakers
from Pennsylvania; the Coxes from Ohio; the
Perrys and Parkers from Virginia the McClanahans from Kentucky the Hendersons from TenEastmans came from

;

ases,

;

;

and Hazens from New Jersey;
the Halls from England, and the Turnbulls and
Olivers from Scotland. The pioneer church was
the Congregational at Toulon. Population (1880),
nessee; the Lees

11,207; (1890), 9,982; (1.900), 10,186.

STARTED ROCK, a celebrated rock or cliff on
the south side of Illinois River, in La Salle
County, upon which the French explorer, La
Salle, and his lieutenant, Tonty, erected a fort in
1682, which they named Fort St. Louis.
It was
one mile north of the supposed location of the
Indian village of La Vantum, the metropolis, so
to speak, of the Illinois Indians about the time of
the arrival of the first French explorers. The
population of this village, in 1680, according to
Father Membre, was some seven or eight thouBoth La Vantum and Fort St. Louis were
sand.
repeatedly attacked by the Iroquois. The Illinois
were temporarily driven from La Vantum, but
the French, for the time being, successfully
defended their fortification. In 1702 the fort was
abandoned as a military post, but continued to
be used as a French trading-post until 1718,
when it was burned by Indians. The Illinois
were not again molested until 1722, when the
Foxes made an unsuccessful attack upon them.
The larger portion of the tribe, however, resolved
to cast in their fortunes with other tribes on the
Mississippi River.
Those who remained fell an
easy prey to the foes by whom they were surrounded. In 1709 they were attacked from the
north by tribes who desired to avenge the murder
of Pontiac. Finding themselves hard pressed,
they betook themselves to the bluff where Fort
St. Louis had formerly stood.
Here they were
besieged for twelve days, when, destitute of food
or water, they

made a

gallant but hopeless sortie.

According to a tradition handed down among the
Indians, all were massacred by the besiegers in
an attempt to escape by night, except one halfbreed, who succeeded in evading his pursuers.
This sanguinary catastrophe has given the rock
its popular name.
Elmer Baldwin, in his History
of La Salle County (1877), says: "The bones of
the victims lay scattered about the cliff in profusion after the settlement by the whites, and
are still found mingled plentifully with the soil."
(See La Salle, Robert Cavelier; Tonty; Fort St,
Louis.)
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STARNE, Alexander, Secretary of State and
State Treasurer, was born in Philadelphia, Pa.,
Nov. 21, 1813; in the spring of 1836 removed to
Illinois,

settling

at

Griggsville,

Pike County,

where he opened a general store. From 1839 to
'42 he served as Commissioner of Pike County,
and, in the latter year, was elected to the lower
house of the General Assembly, and re-elected in

Having, in the meanwhile, disposed of his
and removed to Pittslield, he
was appointed, by Judge Purple, Clerk of the
1844.

store at Griggsville

Circuit Court,

four years,

and elected to the same
it was made elective.

office for

when

In 1852

was elected Secretary of State, when he
removed to Springfield, returning to Griggsville
at the expiration of his term in 1857, to assume
the Presidency of the old Hannibal and Naples
Railroad (now a part of the Wabash system).
He represented Pike and Brown Counties in the
Constitutional Convention of 1802, and the same
year was elected State Treasurer. He thereupon
again removed to Springfield, where he resided
he

until his death, being, with his sons, extensively
engaged in coal mining. In 1870, and again in
1872, he was elected State Senator from San-

gamon County.

He

died at Springfield,

March

31, 1886.

STATE BAXK OF ILLINOIS. The
lation,

having

first legis-

for its object the establishment of

a bank within the territory which now constitutes the State of Illinois, was the passage, by
the Territorial Legislature of 1816, of an act
incorporating the "Bank of Illinois at Shawneetown, with branches at Edwardsville and Kaskaskia." In the Second General Assembly of
the State (1820) an act was passed, over the
Governor's veto and in defiance of the adverse
judgment of the Council of Revision, establishing a State Bank at Vandalia with branches at
Shawneetown, Edwardsville, and Brownsville in
Jackson County. This was, in effect, a rechartering of the banks at Shawneetown and Edwardsville.
So far as the former is concerned, it seems
to have been well managed; but the official
conduct of the officers of the latter, on the basis
of charges made by Governor Edwards in 1826,
was made the subject of a legislative investigation, which (although it resulted in nothing)

seems to have had some basis of

fact, in view of
the losses finally sustained in winding up its
affairs
that of the General Government amounting to 854,000. Grave charges were made in this
connection against men who were then, or
afterwards became, prominent in State affairs,

—

including one Justice of the Supreme Court and
one (still later) a United States Senator. The
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experiment was disastrous, as, ten years later
(1831); it was found necessary for the State to
incur a debt of 8100,000 to redeem the outstanding circulation. Influenced, however, by the
popular demand for an increase in the "circulating medium,*' the State continued its experiment of becoming a stockholder in banks
managed by its citizens, and accordingly we find
in 1835, legislating in the same direction for
the establishing of a central "Bank of Illinois''
at Springfield, with branches at other points as
might be required, not to exceed six in number.
One of these branches was established at Vandalia and another at Chicago, furnishing the first
banking institution of the latter city. Two
years later, when the State was entering upon
its scheme of internal improvement, laws were
enacted increasing the capital stock of these
banks to §4,000,000 in the aggregate. Following
the example of similar institutions elsewhere,
it,

they suspended specie payments a few months
later, but were protected by "stay laws" and
other devices until 1842, when the internal
improvement scheme having been finally abandoned, they fell in general collapse. The State
ceased to be a stock-holder in 1843, and the banks
were put in course of liquidation, though it
required several years to complete the work.

STATE CAPITALS. The
Illinois

first

was Kaskaskia, where the
Nov.

Legislature convened,

25,

State capital of
first

Territorial

At that

1812.

time there were but five counties in the State
St. Clair and Randolph being the most important,
and Kaskaskia being the county-seat of the
Illinois was admitted into the Union as a
latter.
State in 1818, and the first Constitution provided
that the seat of government should remain at

Kaskaskia until removed by legislative enactment. That instrument, however, made it obligatory upon the Legislature, at its first session,
to petition Congress for a grant of not more than
four sections of land, on which should be erected
a town, which should remain the seat of government for twenty years. The petition was duly
presented and granted and, in accordance with
the power granted by the Constitution, a Board
of five Commissioners selected the site of the
present city of Vandalia, then a point in the
wilderness twenty miles north of any settlement. But so great was the faith of speculators
;

in the future of the proposed city, that

were soon

selling at 8100 to 8780 each.

missioners, in obedience to law,

two-story frame building

town lots
The Com-

erected a plain

— scarcely more

than a

commodious shanty — to which the State offices
were removed in December, 1820. This building
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was burned, Dec. 9, 1823, and a brick structure
erected in its place. Later, when the question of
a second removal of the capital began to be agitated, the citizens of Vandalia assumed the risk
of erecting a new, brick State House, costing
Of this amount $6,000 was reimbursed
by the Governor from the contingent fund, and

§16,000.

the balance (§10,000) was appropriated in 1837,
when the seat of government was removed to
Springfield, by vote of the Tenth General Assembly on the fourth ballot. The other places receiving the principal vote at the time of the removal
to Springfield, were Jacksonville, Vandalia,
Peoria, Alton

and

Illiopolis

— Springfield

receiv-

ing the largest vote at each ballot. The law
removing the capital appropriated $50,000 from
the State Treasury, provided that a like amount
should be raised by private subscription apd
guaranteed by bond, and that at least two acres
of land should be donated as a site. Two State
Houses have been erected at Springfield, the first
cost of the present one (including furnishing)

having been a

Abraham

little

Lincoln,

Legislature from

was an

in

excess

who was

a

of

§4,000,000.

member

Sangamon County

of

the

at the time,

influential factor in securing the

removal

of the capital to Springfield.

STATE DEBT. The
so formidable a

State debt,

which proved

burden upon the State of

Illinois

for a generation, and, for a part of that period,

seriously checked its prosperity,

was the

direct

outgrowth of the internal improvement scheme
entered upon in 1837. (See Internal Improvement
Policy. )
At the time this enterprise was undertaken the aggregate debt of the State was less
than §400,000 accumulated within the preceding
six years. Two years later (1838) it had increased

—

thus causing a direct loss to the State. If
the internal improvement scheme was ill-advised,
the time chosen to carry it into effect was most
unfortunate, as it came simultaneously with the
panic of 1837, rendering the disaster all the more
complete. Of the various works undertaken by
the State, only the Illinois & Michigan Canal
brought a return, all the others resulting in more
tracts,

loss.
The internal improvement
scheme was abandoned in 1839-40, but not until
State bonds exceeding §13,000,000 had been
issued.
For two years longer the State struggled
with its embarrassments, increased by the failure
of the State Bank in February, 1842, and, by that
of the Bank of Illinois at Shawneetown, a few
months later, with the proceeds of more than two
and a half millions of the State's bonds in their
possession.
Thus left without credit, or means
even of paying the accruing interest, there were

or less complete

those

who regarded

the State as hopelessly bank-

and advocated repudiation as the only
means of escape. Better counsels prevailed, however the Constitution of 1848 put the State on a
basis of strict economy in the matter of salaries
and general expenditures, with restrictions upon
rupt,

;

the Legislature in reference to incurring indebtedness, while the beneficent "two-mill tax"
gave assurance to its creditors that its debts
would be paid. While the growth of the State,
in wealth and population, had previously been
checked by the fear of excessive taxation, it now
entered upon a new career of prosperity, in spite
of its burdens its increase in population, be-

—

tween 1850 and 1860, amounting to over 100 per
cent. The movement of the State debt after 1840
when the internal improvement scheme was
abandoned chiefly by accretions of unpaid inter-

—

—

to over §6,500,000, while the total valuation of
real and personal property, for the purposes of

est,

taxation, was less than §60,000,000, and the aggregate receipts of the State treasury, for the same
year, amounted to less than §150,000.
At the
same time, the disbursements, for the support of
the State Government alone, had grown to more
than twice the receipts. This disparity continued
until the declining credit of the State forced upon
the managers of public affairs an involuntary

It reached its maximum in 1853
year of Governor Matteson's administration when it was officially reported at $16,724,177.
At this time the work of extinguishment
began, and was prosecuted under successive
administrations, except during the war, when
the vast expense incurred in sending troops to
the field caused an increase. During Governor
Bissell's administration, the reduction amounted
to over $3,000,000; during Oglesby's, to over five
and a quarter million, besides two and a quarter
million paid on interest. In 1880 the debt had
been reduced to $281,059.11, and, before the close
of 1882, it had been entirely extinguished, except
a balance of §18,500 in bonds, which, having been
called in years previously and never presented for

economy, when the means could no longer be
secured for more lavish expenditures. The first
bonds issued at the inception of the internal
improvement scheme sold at a premium of 5 per
cent, but rapidly declined until they were hawked
in the markets of New York and London at a discount, in some cases falling into the hands of
brokers who failed before' completing their con-

has been estimated as follows:

1842, §15,-

637,950; 1844, $14, 633, 969; 1846, §16,389,817; 1848,
§16,661,795.
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payment, are supposed to have been

lost.

(See

Macalister and Stebbins Bonds.)

STATE GUARDIANS FOR GIRLS, a bureau
organized for the care of female juvenile delinquents, by act of June

1893.

2,

The Board

consists

of seven members, nominated by the Executive
and confirmed by the Senate, and who consti-

Not more than
two of the members may reside in the same Congressional District and, of the seven members,
(See also Home for Female
four must be women.
Juvenile Offenders.) The term of office is six
tute a body politic

and corporate.

years.

STATE HOUSE, located at Springfield. Its
construction was begun under an act passed by
the Legislature in February, 1867, and completed
It stands in a park of about eight acres,
in 1887.
donated to the State by the citizens of SpringA provision of the State Constitution of
field.
1870 prohibited the expenditure of any sum in
excess of $3,500,000 in the erection and furnishing
of the building, without previous approval of such
additional expenditure by the people. This
amount proving insufficient, the Legislature, at
its session of 1885, passed an act making an addi-

which having
been approved by popular vote at the general
election of 1886, the expenditure was made and
the capitol completed during the following year,
thus raising the total cost of construction and furnishing to a little in excess of §4,000,000. The
building is cruciform as to its ground plan, and
classic in its style of architecture its extreme
dimensions (including porticoes), from north [to
south, being 379 feet, and, from east to west, 286
tional appropriation of §531,712,

;

The walls

feet.

are of dressed Joliet limestone,

while the porticoes, which are spacious and
lofty, are of sandstone, supported by polished
columns of gray granite. The three stories of
the building are surmounted by a Mansard roof,
with two turrets and a central dome of stately
dimensions. Its extreme height, to the top of
the iron flag-staff, which rises from a lantern
springing from the dome, is 364 feet.

STATE NORMAL UNIVERSITY, an

institu-

education of teachers, organized
under an act of the General Assembly, passed
Feb. 18, 1857. This act placed the work of
organization in the hands of a board of fifteen

tion

for the

persons,

which was styled "The Board

of

Educa-

tion of the State of Illinois," and was constituted
as follows C. B. Denio of Jo Daviess County
:

Simeon Wright of Lee Daniel Wilkins of McLean Charles E. Hovey of Peoria George P. Rex
of Pike; Samuel W. Moulton of Shelby; John
;

;

;
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Gillespie of Jasper; George Bunsen of St. Clair;
Wesley Sloan of Pope; Ninian W. Edwards of
Sangamon; John R. Eden of Moultrie; Flavel
Moseley and William Wells of Cook Albert R.
Shannon of White; and the Superintendent o^.
Public Instruction, ex-officio. The object of the
;

University, as defined in the organizing law,

is

to qualify teachers for the public schools of the

and the course of instruction to be given
embraces "the art of teaching, and all branches
which pertain to a common-school education in
the elements of the natural sciences, including
agricultural chemistry, animal and vegetable
physiology; in the fundamental laws of the
United States and of the State of Illinois in
regard to the rights and duties of citizens, and
such other studies as the Board of Education may,
from time to time, prescribe." Various cities
competed for the location of the institution,
Bloomington being finally selected, its bid, including 160 acres of land, being estimated as
State,

;

equivalent to $141,725.

The corner-stone was

on September 29, 1857, and the first building
was ready for permanent occupancy in September, 1860.
Previously, however, it had been
sufficiently advanced to permit of its being used,
and the first commencement exercises were held
on June 29 of the latter year. Three years
earlier, the academic department had been organized under the charge of Charles E. Hovey. The
laid

first cost,

including furniture,

etc.,

was not

far

from §200,000. Gratuitous instruction is given to
two pupils from each county, and to three from
each Senatorial District. The departments are
Grammar school, high school, normal department
and model school, all of which are overcrowded.
The whole number of students in attendance on
the institution during the school year, 1897-98,
was 1,197, of whom 891 were in the normal
department and 306 in the practice school department, including representatives from 86 counties of the State, with a few pupils from other
States on the payment of tuition. The teaching
faculty (including the President and Librarian)
for the same year, was made up of twenty-six
members twelve ladies and fourteen gentlemen.
The expenditures for the year 1897-98 aggregated
Nearly
§47,626.92, against §66,528.69 for 1896-97.
§22,000 of the amount expended during the latter
year was on account of the construction of a

—

gymnasium

building.

STATE PROPERTY. The

United States Census of 1890 gave the value of real and personal
property belonging to the State as follows
Public lands, §328,000; buildings, §22,164,000; mis:
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The land may be subdivided thus Camp-grounds
of the Illinois National Guard near Springfield
(donated), §40,000; Illinois and Michigan Canal,

1885-87; John
R.
Tanner, 1887-89;
Charles
Becker, 1889-91; Edward S. Wilson, 1891-93;
Rufus N. Ramsay, 1893-95 Henry Wulff 1895-97
Henry L. Hertz, 1897-99; Floyd K. Whittemore,

$168,000; Illinois University

1899-

cellaneous property, §2,650,000— total, §25,142,000.
:

lands,

in

Illinois

(donated by the General Government), §41,000, in
Minnesota (similarly donated), §79,000. The
buildings comprise those connected with the
charitable, penal and educational institutions of
the State, besides the State Arsenal, two buildings for the use of the Appellate Courts (at
Ottawa and Mount Vernon), the State House,
the Executive Mansion, and locks and dams
erected at Henry and Copperas Creek. Of the
miscellaneous property, §120,000 represents the
equipment of the Illinois National Guard; §1,959,000 the value of the movable property of public
buildings; §550,000 the endowment fund of the
University of Illinois; and §21,000 the movable
property of the Illinois & Michigan Canal. The
figures given relative to the value of the public
buildings include only the first appropriations
Considerable sums have
for their erection.
since been expended upon

some

of

them

in repairs,

enlargements and improvements.

STATE TREASURERS. The

only Treasurer

was John
Thomas, who served from 1812 to 1818, and
became the first incumbent under the State
Government. Under the Constitution of 1818
the Treasurer was elected, biennially, by joint vote
of the two Houses of the General Assembly by
of Illinois during the Territorial period

;

the Constitution of 1848, this officer was made
elective by the people for the same period, without limitations as to number of terms; under the
Constitution of 1870, tbe manner of election and
duration of term are unchanged, but the incumbent is ineligible to re-election, for two years
from expiration of the term for which he may
have been chosen. The following is a list of the
State Treasurers, from the date of the admission
of the State into the Union down to the present
time (1899), with the date and duration of the
term of each: John Thomas, 1818-19; Robert K.

Abner Field, 1823-27;
John Dement, 1831-36;
Charles Gregory, 1836-37; John D. Whiteside,
1837-41; Milton Carpenter, 1841-48; John Moore,
1848-57; James Miller, 1857-59; William Butler,
1859-63; Alexander Starne, 1863-65; James H.
McLaughlin,

1819-23;

James

1827-31;

Hall,

Beveridge, 1865-67; George W. Smith, 1867-69;
Erastus N. Bates, 1869-73; Edward Rutz, 1873-75;
Thomas S. Ridgway, 1875-77; Edward Rutz,
1877-79; John C. Smith, 1879-81; Edward Rutz,
1881-83; John C. Smith, 1883-85; Jacob Gross,

;

STAUNTON,

,

a village in the southeast corner

Macoupin County, on the Chicago, Peoria &
St. Louis and the Wabash Railways is 36 miles
northeast of St. Louis, and 14 miles soutbwest of
Litchfield.
Agriculture and coal-mining are the
of

;

industries of the surrounding region.

Staunton

has two banks, eight churches and a weekly
newspaper. Population (1880), 1,358; (1890), 2,209;
(1900), 2,786

STEEL PRODUCTION.

In the manufacture

of steel, Illinois has long ranked as the second

State in the Union in the amount of its output,
and, during the period between 1880 and 1890,
the increase in production was 241 per cent. In
1880 there

were but six steel works in the State
had increased to fourteen and the

in 1890 these

;

production of steel of all kinds (in tons of 2,000
pounds) had risen from 254,569 tons to 868,250.
Of the 3,837,039 tons of Bessemer steel ingots, or
direct castings, produced in the United States in
1890, 22 per cent were turned out in Illinois,
nearly all the steel produced in the State being
made by that process. From the tonnage of
ingots, as given above, Illinois produced 622,260
pounds of steel rails, more than 30 per cent of
the aggregate for the entire country. This fact
is noteworthy, inasmuch as the competition in
tbe manufacture of Bessemer steel rails, since
1880, has been so great that many i ail mills have
converted their steel into forms other than rails,
experience having proved tbeir production to
any considerable extent, during the past few
years, unprofitable except in works favorably
located for obtaining cheap raw material, or
operated under the latest and most approved
methods of manufacture. Open- hearth steel is
no longer made in Illinois, but the manufacture
of crucible steel is slightly increasing, the output in 1890 being 445 tons, as against 130 in 1880.
For purposes requiring special grades of steel the
product of the crucible process will be always
in demand, but the high cost of manufacture
prevents it, in a majority of instances, from
successfully competing in price with the other
processes mentioned.
STEPHENSON, Benjamin, pioneer and early

—

-

came to Illinois from Kentucky in
and was appointed the first Sheriff of
Randolph County by Governor Edwards under
the Territorial Government; afterwards served
politician,
1809,
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as a Colonel of Illinois militia during the

War

of

1812; represented Illinois Territory as Delegate

on his retirement from

in Congress, 1814-16, and,

Congress, became Register of the Land Office at
Edwardsville, finally dying at Edwardsville Col.

James W. (Stephenson), a son of the preceding,
was a soldier during the Black Hawk War, afterwards became a prominent politician in the northwestern part of the State, served as Register of
the Land Office at Galena and, in 1838, received
the Democratic nomination for Governor, but
withdrew before the election.
STEPHENSON, (Dr.) Benjamin Franklin,
physician and soldier, was born in Wayne
County,

111.,

Oct. 30, 1822,

parents, in 1825, to

and accompanied

his

Sangamon County, where the

family settled. His early educational advantages
were meager, and he did not study his profession
(medicine) until after reaching his majority,
graduating from Rush Medical College, Chicago,

He began

in 1850.

practice at Petersburg, but,

in April, 18G2, was mustered into the volunteer
as Surgeon of the Fourteenth Illinois

army

over two years service he
when he took up
his residence in Springfield, and, for a year, was
engaged in the drug business there. In 1865 he
resumed professional practice. He lacked tenacity of purpose, however, was indifferent to money,
and always willing to give his own services and
orders for medicine to the poor. Hence, his pracHe was one of the leaders
tice was not lucrative.
in the organization of the Grand Army of the
Republic (which see), in connection with which
he is most widely known but his services in its
cause failed to receive, during his lifetime, the
recognition which they deserved, nor did the
organization promptly flourish, as he had hoped.
He finally returned with his family to Petersburg. Died, at Rock Creek, Menard, County, 111.,
Infantry.

After a

was mustered out

little

in June, 1864,

;

August

30, 1871.

STEPHENSON

COUNTY, a northwestern
county, with an area of 560 square miles. The
Fruitsoil is rich, productive and well timbered.
culture and stock-raising are among the chief
industries.
Not until 1827 did the aborigines quit
the locality, and the county was organized, ten
years later, and named for Gen. Benjamin
Stephenson. A man named Kirker, who had
been in the employment of Colonel Gratiot as a
lead-miner, near Galena, is said to have built the
first cabin within the present limits of what was
called Burr Oak Grove, and set himself up as an
Indian-trader in 1826, but only remained a short
time.

He was

followed, the next year, by Oliver

W.

Kellogg,

who

507

took Kirker's place, built a

more pretentious dwelling and became the first
permanent settler. Later came William Waddams, the Montagues, Baker, Kilpatrick, Preston,
the Goddards, and others whose names are linked
with the county's early history. The first house
in Freeport was built by William Baker. Organization was effected in 1837, the total poll being
eighty-four votes. The earliest teacher was Nelson Martin, who is said to have taught a school

some twelve pupils, in a house which stood on
the site of the present city of Freeport. Populaof

tion (1880), 31,963; (1890), 31,338; (1900), 34,933.
STERLING, a flourishing city on the north

bank of Rock River,

in Whiteside County, 109
miles west of Chicago, 29 miles east of Clinton,
Iowa, and 52 miles east-northeast of Rock Island.
It has ample railway facilities, furnished by the
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy, the Sterling &

and the Chicago & Northwestern Railcontains fourteen churches, an opera
house, high and grade schools, Carnegie library,
Government postoffice building, three banks,
electric street and interurban car lines, electric
and gas lighting, water-works, paved streets and
sidewalks, fire department and four newspaper
It has fine
offices, two issuing daily editions.
water-power, and is an important manufacturing
center, its works turning out agricultural implePeoria,

roads.

It

ments, carriages, paper, barbed-wire, school furniture, burial caskets,

pumps, sash, doors, etc. It
Works, besides foundries
The river here flows through

also has the Sterling Iron

and machine shops.
charming scenery. Pop. (1890), 5,824; (1900) 6.309.
STEVENS, Bradford A., ex-Congressman, was
born at Boscawen (afterwards Webster), N. H.,
After attending schools in New
at Montreal, he entered Dartmouth College, graduating therefrom in 1835.
During the six years following, he devoted himself to teaching, at Hopkinsville, Ky., and New
York City. In 1843 he removed to Bureau
County, 111., where he became a merchant and
farmer. In 1868 he was chairman of the Board
of Supervisors, and, in 1870, was elected to Congress, as an Independent Democrat, for the Fifth

Jan.

3,

1813.

Hampshire and

District.

STEVENSON, Adlai E., ex- Vice-President of
the United States, was born in Christian County,
Ky., Oct. 23, 1835. In 1852 he removed with his
parents to Bloomington, McLean County, 111.,
where the family settled; was educated at the
Wesleyan University and at Centre Colwas admitted to the bar in 1858 and
began practice at Metamora, Woodford County,
Illinois

lege, Ky.,
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where he was Master

and

in Chancery, 1861-65,

In 1864 he was candidate for Presidential Elector on the Democratic
ticket.
In 1869 he returned to Bloomington,
where he has since resided. In 1874, and again
in 1876, he was an unsuccessful candidate of his
party for Congress, but was elected as a Greenback Democrat in 1878, though defeated in 1880
and 1882. In 1877 he was appointed by President
Hayes a member of the Board of Visitors to
West Point. During the first administration of
President Cleveland (1885-89) he was First Assistant Postmaster General; was a member of the
National Democratic Conventions of 1884 and
1892, being Chairman of the Illinois delegation
the latter year. In 1892 he received his party's
nomination for the Vice-Presidency, and was
elected to that office, serving until 1897. Since
retiring from office he has resumed his residence
at Bloomington.
STEWARD, Lewis, manufacturer and former
Congressman, was born in Wayne County, Pa.,
Nov. 20, 1824, and received a common school
education. At the age of 14 he accompanied his
parents to Kendall County, 111., where he afterwards resided, being engaged in farming and the
State's Attorney, 1865-69.

manufacture

implements at
Piano. He studied law but never practiced. In
1876 he was an unsuccessful candidate for Governor on the Democratic ticket, being defeated
by Shelby M. Cullom. In 1890 the Democrats of
the Eighth Illinois District elected him to Congress.
In 1892 he was again a candidate, but was
defeated by his Republican opponent, Robert A.
Childs, by the narrow margin of 27 votes, and,
In 1894, was again defeated, this time being pitted
against Albert J. Hopkins. Mr. Steward died at

home

of

agricultural

August 26, 1896.
a town of Shelby County, at
the intersection of the Toledo, St. Louis & Kansas City Railway with the Altamont branch of
the Wabash, 12 miles southeast of Shelby ville;
is in a grain and lumber region
has a bank and
a weekly paper. Population, (1900), 677.
STICKNEY, William H., pioneer lawyer, was
born in Baltimore, Md., Nov. 9, 1809, studied law
and was admitted to the bar at Cincinnati in
his

at Piano,

STEWARDSON,

;

1831, and, in Illinois in 1834,

resident of

Shawneetown

;

being at that time a

was

elected

State's

Attorney by the Legislature, in 1839, for the circuit embracing some fourteen counties in the
southern and southeastern part of the State for
a time also, about 1835-36, officiated as editor of
"The Gallatin Democrat," and "The Illinois
Advertiser," published at Shawneetown. In 1846
;

Mr. Stickney was elected to the lower branch of
the General Assembly from Gallatin County, and,
twenty-eight years later having come to Chicago in 1848 to the same body from Cook
County, serving in the somewhat famous Twentyninth Assembly. He also held the office of
Police Justice for some thirteen years, from 1860

—

—

onward.

He

lived to

an advanced age, dying in

Chicago, Feb. 14, 1898, being at the time the
oldest surviving member of the Chicago bar.
STILES, Isaac Newton, lawyer and soldier,
born at Suffield, Conn., July 16, 1833; was admitted to the bar at Lafayette, Ind., in 1855,
became Prosecuting Attorney, a member of the
Legislature and an effective speaker in the Fremont campaign of 1856 enlisted as a private soldier at the beginning of the war, went to the
;

Adjutant, was captured at Malvern Hill,
six weeks' confinement in Libby
prison, exchanged and returned to duty; was
promoted Major, Lieutenant-Colonel and Colonel,
and brevetted Brigadier-General for meritorious
After the war he practiced his professervice.
sion in Chicago, though almost totally blind.
field as

and, after

Died, Jan.

18, 1895.

STILLMAN,

first State Senator from
was a native of Massachusetts who came, with his widowed mother, to
Sangamon County in 1820, and settled near
Williamsville, where he became the first Post-

Stephen,

Sangamon County,

111.

,

master in the first postoffice in the State north of
the Sangamon River. In 1822, Mr. Stillman was
elected as the first State Senator from Sangamon
County, serving four years, and, at his first session,
being one of the opponents of the pro-slavery

Convention resolution.

He

where between 1835 and

1840.

died, in Peoria, some-

STILLMAN VALLEY, village in Ogle County,
on Chicago Great Western and the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railways; site of first battle
Black Hawk War; has graded schools, four
churches, a bank and a newspaper. Pop. 475.
STITES, Samuel, pioneer, was born near
Mount Bethel, Somerset County, N. J., Oct. 31,
1776; died, August 16, 1839, on his farm, which
,

subsequently became the site of the city of Tren111.
He was descended
from John Stites, M.D., who was born in England in 1595, emigrated to America, and died at
Hempstead, L. I., in 1717, at the age of 122 years.
The family removed to New Jersey in the latter
part of the seventeenth century. Samuel was a
cousin of Benjamin Stites, the first white man to
settle within the present limits of Cincinnati, and
various members of the family were prominent in
ton, in Clinton County,
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the settlement of the upper Ohio Valley as early
as 1788. Samuel Stites married, Sept. 14, 1794,
Martha Martin, daughter of Ephraim Martin,
and grand- daughter of Col. Ephraim Martin, both

New

Jersey line during the Revolutionary War with the last named of whom
he had (in connection with John Cleves Symmes)
been intimately associated in the purchase and
settlement of the Miami Valley. In 1800 he
removed to Hamilton County, Ohio, in 1803 to.
soldiers of the

—

in 1818, in company with his
Anthony Wayne Casad, to St. Clair
County, 111., settling near Union Grove. Later, he
removed to O'Fallon, and, still later, to Clinton
County. He left a large family, several members
of which became prominent pioneers in the
movements toward Minnesota and Kansas.
STOLBRAND, Carlos John Mueller, soldier,
was born in Sweden, May 11, 1821; at the age of

boyhood learned the trade of shoemaker,
laborers on the
Lackawanna Canal. In 1831, having located in
1811

and

in

;

later acted as overseer of

Wayne

County, Mich., he was drafted for the
Black Hawk War, serving twenty-two days under
Gen. Jacob Brown. In January, 1835, he came
to Chicago and, having made a fortunate speculation in real estate in that early day, a few

months

finally giving his chief attention to real

grain

son-in-law.

estate, in

18,

enlisted in the Royal Artillery of his native

campaign of SchleswigHolstein (1848) came to the United States soon
after, and, in 1861, enlisted in the first battalion
of Illinois Light Artillery, finally becoming Chief
;

of Artillery under Gen. John A. Logan. When
the latter became commander of the Fifteenth
Army Corps, Col. Stolbrand was placed at the
head of the artillery brigade in February, 1865,
wT as made Brigadier-General, and mustered out
After the war he went South,
in January, 1866.
and was Secretary of the South Carolina Constitutional Convention of 1868. The same year he
was a delegate to the Republican National Con;

vention at Chicago, and a Presidential Elector.
He was an inventor and patented various improvements iii steam engines and boilers; was
also Superintendent of Public Buildings at
Charleston, S. C, under President Harrison.
Died, at Charleston, Feb. 3, 1894.
STONE, Daniel, early lawyer and

legislator,

was a native of Vermont and graduate of Middlebury College; became a member of the Springbar in 1833, and, in 1836, was elected
Assembly being one of the celebrated "Long Nine" from Sangamon County, and
joining Abraham Lincoln in his protest against
field (111.)

to the General

—

a series of pro-slavery resolutions which had been
adopted by the House. In 1837 he was a Circuit
Court Judge and, being assigned to the northwestern part of the State, removed to Galena,
but was legislated out of office, when he left the
State, dying a few years later, in Essex County,

;

upon the grocery and prowhich he afterwards extended to

later entered

vision trade,

Greene County, and,

land, serving through the
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which he was remarkably

successful,

leaving a large fortune at his death, which
occurred in Chicago, June 20, 1877.
STONE, (Rev.) Luther, Baptist clergyman,
was born in the town of Oxford, Worcester
County, Mass., Sept. 26, 1815, and spent his boyhood on a farm. After accmiring a common
school education, he prepared for college at Leicester Academy, and, in 1835, entered Brown
University, graduating in the class of 1839. He
then spent three years at the Theological Institute at Newton, Mass.
was ordained to the
ministry at Oxford, in 1843, but, coming west the
next year, entered upon evangelical work in
Rock Island, Davenport, Burlington and neighboring towns. Later, he was pastor of the First
Baptist Church at Rockford, 111. In 1847 Mr.
Stone came to Chicago and established "The
;

Watchman

of the Prairies," which survives today under the name of "The Standard," and has
become the leading Baptist organ in the West.
After six years of editorial work, he took up

evangelistic

work

in Chicago,

among

the poor

War he
conducted religious services at Camp Douglas,
Soldiers' Rest and the Marine Hospital.
He was
associated in the conduct and promotion of many
and criminal

classes.

During the Civil

educational and charitable institutions. He did
much for the First Baptist Church of Chicago,
and, during the latter years of his life, was
attached to the Iinmanuel Baptist Church,
which he labored to establish. Died, in July,
1890.

STONE, Melville E., journalist, banker, Manager ot Associated Press, born at Hudson, 111.,

N. J.

18, 1848.
Coming to Chicago in 1860, he
graduated from the local high school in 1867,
and, in 1870, acquired the sole proprietorship of
a foundry and machine shop. Finding himself
without resources after the great fire of 1871, he
embarked in journalism, rising, through the successive grades of reporter, city editor, assistant

STONE, Horatio 0., pioneer, was born in
Ontario (now Monroe) County, N. Y., Jan. 2,

position of editor-in-chief of his

August

editor

and Washington correspondent, to the

own

journal.
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connected with various Chicago dailies
between 1871 and 1875, and, on Christmas Day

He was

of the latter year, issued the

He

Chicago Daily News."
his interest

in

this

first

number of "The

gradually disposed of

journal, entirely severing

Medical aid failed to

1884, he was adjudged to be of unsound mind, and his estate was
placed in the hands of a conservator. On the
27th of the following October (1884), he died at

home in Chicago.
STORRS, Emery Alexander,

Since that
in 1888.
date he has been engaged in banking in the city
of Chicago, and is also General Manager of the

at Hinsdale, Cattaraugus County, N. Y.,

Associated Press.

12,

his connection therewith

STONE, Samuel,

was born

his

at

later
1853,

philanthropist,

Academy, and several years

store in Boston, at the age of

in a wholesale

19

removed

to

Rochester, N. Y., to take charge of interests in

the "Holland Purchase," belonging to his father's
estate in 1843-49, was a resident of 'Detroit and
interested in some of the early railroad enterprises centering there, but the latter year removed to Milwaukee, being there associated with
Ezra Cornell in telegraph construction. In 1859
;

he became a citizen of Chicago, where he was
one of the founders of the Chicago Historical
Society, and a liberal patron of many enterprises
of a public
4,

and benevolent character.

Died,

May

1876.

STONE FORT, a village in the counties of
Saline and Williamson. It is situated on the Cairo
Division of the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago &
St. Louis Railway, 57 miles northeast of Cairo.
Population

(1900), 479.

STOREY, Wilbur

F., journalist and newspaper publisher, was born at Salisbury, Vt., Dec.
He began to learn the printer's trade
19, 1819.
at 12, and, before he was 19, was part owner of a
Democratic paper called "The Herald," published
at La Porte, Ind. Later, he either edited or controlled journals published at Mishawaka, Ind.,
and Jackson and Detroit, Mich. In January,
1861, he became the principal owner of "The
Chicago Times," then the leading Democratic
organ of Chicago. His paper soon came to be
regarded as the organ of the anti-war party
throughout the Northwest, and, in June, 1863,
was suppressed by a military order issued by
General Burnside, which was subsequently
revoked by President Lincoln. The net result
was an increase in "The Times' " notoriety and
Other charges, of an equally grave
circulation.
nature, relating to its sources of income, its character as a family newspaper, etc. were repeatedly
made, but to all these Mr. Storey turned a deaf
ear.
He lost heavily in the fire of 1871, but, in
1872, appeared as the editor of "The Times,"
then destitute of political ties. About 1876 his
,

lawyer, was born

August
began the study of law with his father,
pursued a legal course at Buffalo, and, in
was admitted to the bar; spent two years

1835

Chesterfield, Mass., Dec. 6, 1798; left an orphan
at seven years of age, after a short term in Lei-

cester

Ml

health began to decline.

afford relief, and, in August,

;

(1857-59) in

New York

moving

Chicago, where

to

City, the latter year

"re-

he attained great

prominence as an advocate at the bar, as well as
an orator on other occasions. Politically a
Republican, he took an active part in Presidential
campaigns, being a delegate-at-large from Illinois
to the National Republican Conventions of 1868,
'72, and '80, and serving as one of the Vice-Presidents in 1872. Erratic in habits and a master of
epigram and repartee, many of his speeches are
quoted with relish and appreciation by those who
were his contemporaries at the Chicago bar.
Died suddenly, while in attendance on the Supreme Court at Ottawa, Sept. 12, 1885.
STRAWN, Jacob, agriculturist and stockdealer, born in Somerset County, Pa., May 30,
1800 removed to Licking County, Ohio, in 1817,
and to Illinois, in 1831, settling four miles southwest of Jacksonville. He was one of the first to
demonstrate the possibilities of Illinois as a livestock state. Unpretentious and despising mere
show, he illustrated the virtues of industry, frugality and honesty. At his death which occurred
August 23, 1865 he left an estate estimated in
value at about §1,000,000, acquired by industry
and business enterprise. He was a zealous
Unionist during the war, at one time contributing
810,000 to the Christian Commission.
STREATOR, a city (laid out in 1868 and incor;

—

—

porated in 1882) in the southern part of La Salle
County, 93 miles southwest of Chicago situated
on the Vermilion River and a central point for
five railroads.
It is surrounded by a rich agricultural country, and is underlaid by coal seams
(two of which are worked) and by shale and
various clay products of value, adapted to the
;

manufacture of fire and .building- brick, drainpipe, etc.
The city is thoroughly modern, having
electric lighting, street railways, waterworks, a good fire-department, and a large, improved public park. Churches and schools are
gas,

numerous, as are also
buildings.

One

manufacture

of

fine public and private
the chief industries is the
glass, including rolled-plate.

of
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window-glass,
bottles.

flint

and Bohemian ware and

glass

Other successful industries are foundries

and machine shops, flour mills, and clay working
establishments. There are several banks, and
three daily and weekly papers are published here.
The estimated property valuation, in 1884, was
812,000,000.
Streator boasts some
handsome
public buildings, especially the Government postand the Carnegie public library building,
both of which have been erected within the past
few years. Pop. (1890), 11,411; (1900), 14,079.
office

STREET, Joseph

M., pioneer and early politi-

Shawneetown about 1812, coming
from Kentucky, though believed to have been a
native of Eastern Virginia. In 1827 he was a
Brigadier-General of militia, and appears to have
been prominent in the affairs of that section of
the State. His correspondence with Governor
Edwards, about this time, shows him to have been
a man of far more than ordinary education, with
a good opinion of his merits and capabilities. He
was a most persistent applicant for office, making
urgent appeals to Governor Edwards, Henry Clay
and other politicians in Kentucky, Virginia and
Washington, on the ground of his poverty and
In 1827 he received the offer of
large family.
the clerkship of the new county of Peoria, but,
on visiting that region, was disgusted with the
prospect; returning to Shawneetown, bought a
farm in Sangamon County, but, before the close
of the year, was appointed Indian Agent at
Prairie du Chien.
This was during the difficulties with the Winnebago Indians, upon which he
made voluminous reports to the Secretary of
War. Mr. Street was a son-in-law of Gen.
Thomas Posey, a Revolutionary soldier, who was
prominent in the early history of Indiana and its
cian, settled at

last

Territorial Governor.

(See Posey,

(Gen.)

Thomas.)

STREETER,
was born

Alson

J.,

farmer and politician,

in Rensselaer County, N. Y., in 1823;

two years accompanied his father to
the family settling at Dixon, Lee County,
attended Knox College for three years, and,

at the age of
Illinois,

He

in 1849, went to California, where he spent two
years in gold mining. Returning to Illinois, he
purchased a farm of 240 acres near New Windsor,
Mercer County, to which he has since added sev-
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In 1884 he was elected State Senator by a coaliof Greenbackers and Democrats in the
Twenty-fourth Senatorial District, but acted as
an independent throughout his entire term.
STRONG, William Emerson, soldier, was born
at Granville, N. Y., in 1840; from 13 years of age,
spent his early life in "Wisconsin, studied law and
was admitted to the bar at Racine in 1861. The
same year he enlisted under the first call for
troops, took part, as Captain of a Wisconsin Com-

tion

pany, in the first battle of Bull Run; was
afterwards promoted and assigned to duty as
Inspector-General in the West, participated in
the Vicksburg and Atlanta campaigns, being
finally advanced to the rank of Brigadier-General.
After some fifteen months spent in the
position of Inspector-General of the Freedmen's
Bureau (1865-66), he located in Chicago, and

became connected with several important business enterprises, besides assisting, as an officer on
the staff of Governor Cullom, in the organization
of the Illinois National Guard.
He was elected
on the first Board of Directors of the World's
Columbian Exposition, and, while making a tour
of Europe in the interest of that enterprise, died,
at Florence, Italy, April 10, 1891.
STUART, John Todd, lawyer and Congressman, born near Lexington, Ky., Nov. 10, 1807
the son of Robert Stuart, a Presbyterian minister

and Professor of Languages in Transylvania
University, and related, on the maternal side, to
the Todd family, of whom Mrs. Abraham Lincoln
was a member. He graduated at Centre College,
Danville, in 1826,

moved

and, after studying law, re-

to Springfield,

111.,

in 1828,

and began

In 1832 he was elected Representative
in the General Assembly, re-elected in 1834, and,
in 1836, defeated, as the Whig candidate for Congress, by Wm. L. May, though elected, two years
practice.

over Stephen A. Douglas, and again in 1840.
In 1837, Abraham Lincoln, who had been
studying law under Mr. Stuart's advice and
instruction, became his partner, the relationHe served in the
ship continuing until 1841.
State Senate, 1849-53, was the Bell-Everett

later,

candidate

for

Governor

in

1860,

and

During the
was head of the

eral thousand acres.
In 1872 he was elected to
the lower house of the Twenty-eighth General

Shelby M. Cullom, his former pupil.

Assembly as a Democrat, but, in 1873, allied himself with the Greenback party, whose candidate
for Congress he was in 1878, and for Governor in
1880, when he received nearly 3,000 votes more

law firm

than his party's Presidential nominee, in

manifested a passion for the sea and, in

Illinois.

was

elected to Congress, as a Democrat, for a third
time, in 1862, but, in 1864, was defeated by
latter years of his life, Mr. Stuart

of Stuart,

Edwards

&

Brown.

Died, at

Springfield, Nov. 28, 1885.

STURGES, Solomon, merchant and
was born

banker,

at Fairfield, Conn., April 21, 1796, early
1810,
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made a voyage, on a vessel of which his brother
was captain, from New York to Georgetown,
D. O, intending to continue it to Lisbon. At
Georgetown he was induced to accept a position
as clerk with a Mr. Williams, where he was
associated with two other youths, as fellow-ememinent bankers and
ployes, who became
capitalists— W.

W.

Corcoran,

afterwards the

well-known banker of Washington, and George
W. Peabody, who had a successful banking career
in England, and won a name as one of the most
liberal and public-spirited of philanthropists.
During the War of 1812 young Sturges joined a
volunteer infantry company, where he had, for
comrades, George W. Peabody and Francis S. Key,
the latter author of the popular national song,
"The Star Spangled Banner." In 1814 Mr.
Sturges accepted a clerkship in the store of his
brother-in-law, Ebenezer Buckingham, at Putnam, Muskingum County, Ohio, two years later
becoming a partner in the concern, where he
developed that business capacity which laid the
foundation for his future wealth. Before steamers navigated the waters of the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers, he piloted flat-boats, loaded with

produce and merchandise, to New Orleans, returning overland. During one of his visits to that
city, he witnessed the arrival of the "Washington," the first steamer to descend the Mississippi,
as, in 1817, he saw the arrival of the "Walk-inthe- Water" at Detroit, the first steamer to arrive

—

the occasion of his visit to Detroit
being to carry funds to General Cass to pay off
the United States troops. About 1819 he was
associated with the construction of the Wabash
& Erie Canal, from the Ohio River to Terre Haute,
Ind., advancing money for the prosecution of the
work, for which was reimbursed by the State. In
1854 he came to Chicago, and, in partnership

from Buffalo

with his brothers-in-law, C. P. and Alvah Buckingham, erected the first large grain-elevator in
that city, on land leased from the Illinois Central
Railroad Company, following it, two years later,
by another of equal capacity. For a time, substantially all the grain coming into Chicago, by
In 1857 he
railroad, passed into these elevators.
established the private banking house of Solomon
Sturges & Sons, which, shortly after his death,
under the management of his son, George Sturges, became the Northwestern National Bank of
Chicago.

He was

intensely patriotic and, on the

breaking out of the
of his

means

War

of the Rebellion, used

freely in support of the Govern-

ment, equipping the Sturges Rifles, an independHe was also a
ent company, at a cost of $20,000.

subscriber to the

first

loan

made by

the Governtaking $100,000 in
While devoted to his busi-

ment, during this period,

Government bonds.
ness, he was a hater

of

shams and corruption, and

contributed freely to Christian and benevolent
Died, at the home of a daughter, at
enterprises.
Zanesville, Ohio, Oct. 14, 1864, leaving a large
fortune acquired by legitimate trade.
STURTEVAST, Julian Munson, D.D., LL.D.,
clergyman and educator, was born at Warren,
Litchfield County, Conn., July 26, 1805; spent his

youth in Summit County, Ohio, meanwhile preparing for college in 1822, entered Yale College
as the classmate of the celebrated Elizur Wright,
graduating in 1826. After two years as Principal of an academy at Canaan, Conn. he entered
Yale Divinity School, graduating there in 1S29;
then came west, and, after spending a year in
;

,

superintending the erection of buildings, in December, 1830, as sole tutor, began instruction to a.
class of nine pupils in what is now Illinois College, at Jacksonville.
Having been joined, the
following year, by Dr. Edward Beecher as President, Mr. Sturtevant assumed the chair of Mathematics, Natural Philosophy and Astronomy,
which he retained until 1844, when, by the
retirement of Dr. Beecher, he succeeded to the
offices of President and Professor of Intellectual
and Moral Philosophy. Here he labored, incessantly and unselfishly, as a teacher during term
time, and, as financial agent during vacations,
in the interest of the institution of which he had
been one of the chief founders, serving until 1876,
when he resigned the Presidency, giving his
attention, for the next ten years, to the duties of
Professor of Mental Science and Science of Government, which he had discharged from 1870.
In 1886 he retired from the institution entirely,
having given to its service fifty-six years of his
life.
In 1863, Dr. Sturtevant visited Europe in
the interest of the Union cause, delivering effective addi'esses at a number of points in England.
He was a frequent contributor to the weekly
religious and periodical press, and was the author
of "Economics, or the Science of Wealth" (1876)
a text-book on political economy, and "Keys
of Sect, or the Church of the New Testament"
(1879), besides frequently occupying the pulpits
of local and distant churches having been early
ordained a Congregational minister. He received
the degree of D.D. from the University of Missouri and that of LL.D. from Iowa University.
Died, in Jacksonville, Feb. 11, 1886.— Julian M.
(Sturtevant), Jr., son of the preceding, was born

—

—

at Jacksonville,

111..

Feb.

2,

1834; fitted for col-
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lege in the preparatory department of Illinois
College and graduated from the college (proper)
After leaving college he served as
in 1854.

teacher in the Jacksonville public schools one
year, then spent a year as tutor in Illinois College, when he began the study of theology at
Andover Theological Seminary, graduating there
in 1859, meanwhile having discharged the duties
of Chaplain of the Connecticut State's prison in
He was ordained a minister of the Con1858.
gregational Church at Hannibal, Mo., in 1860,
remaining as pastor in that city nine years. He

has since been engaged in pastoral work in New
York City (1869-70), Ottawa, 111., (1870-73); DenGrinnell, Iowa, (1877-84)
(1873-77)
ver, Colo.
Galesburg,
111.,
(1884-90);
Ohio,
Cleveland,
Since leaving
(1890-93), and Aurora, (1893-97).
the Congregational church at Aurora, Dr. Sturte;

,

vant has been engaged in pastoral work in ChiHe was also editor of "The Congregacago.

Iowa

and, at different
Trustee of Colorado,
Marietta and Knox Colleges; being still an
honored member of the Knox College Board.
He received the degree of D.D. from Illinois
of

tionalist"
periods,

has

(1881-84),

served

as

College, in 1879.

SUBLETTE,

a station and village on the

Illi-

nois Central Railroad, in Lee County, 8 miles
northwest of Mendota. Population, (1900), 306.

SUFFRAGE,
of

in general, the right or privilege

The

voting.

qualifications

of

electors

(or

voters), in the choice of public officers in Illinois,

are fixed by the State Constitution (Art. VII.),
except as to school officers, which are prescribed
by law. Under the State Constitution the exercise of the right to vote is limited to persons who
were electors at the time of the adoption of the
Constitution of 1848, or who are native or naturalized male citizens of the United States, of the

age of 21 years or over, who have been residents
of the State one year, of the county ninety days,
and of the district (or precinct) in which they

SULLIVAN, William
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K., journalist,

was born

at Waterford, Ireland, Nov. 10, 1843; educated at

the Waterford Model School and in Dublin;

came

to the United States in 1863, and, after teaching

Kane County, in 1864 enlisted in the
One Hundred and Forty-first Regiment Illinois

for a time in

Then, after a brief season spent in
teaching and on a visit to his native land, he
began work as a reporter on New York papers,
later being employed on "The Chicago Tribune"
and "The Evening Journal," on the latter, at
different times, holding the position of city editor, managing editor and correspondent.
He
was also a Representative from Cook County in
the Twenty-seventh General Assembly, for three
years a member of the Chicago Board of Education, and appointed United States Consul to the
Bermudas by President Harrison, resigning in
1892.
Died, in Chicago, January 17, 1899.
SULLIVANT, Michael Lucas, agriculturist,
was born at Franklinton (a suburb of Columbus,
Ohio), August 6, 1807; was educated at Ohio
University and Centre College, Ky., and after
being engaged in the improvement of an immense
tract of land inherited from his father near his
birth-place, devoting much attention, meanwhile,
to the raising of improved stock in 1854 sold his
Ohio lands and bought 80,000 acres, chiefly in
Champaign and Piatt Counties, 111., where he
began farming on a larger scale than before. The
enterprise proved a financial failure, and he was
finally compelled to sell a considerable portion of
Volunteers.

—

—

Champaign Count}', known as Broad
John T. Alexander (see Alexander,
retiring to a farm of 40,000 acres at

his estate in

Lands, to

John

T.),

Burr Oaks,

111.

He

died, at

Henderson, Ky., Jan.

29, 1879.

SUMMERFIELD, a village of St. Clair County,
& Ohio Southwestern Railway,

on the Baltimore

27 miles east of St. Louis

;

was the home

of Gen.

in

Fred. Hecker. Population (1900), 360.
SUMNER, a city of Lawrence County, on the
Baltimore & Ohio Southwestern Railroad, 19 miles

of 21 years of age and upwards, are
entitled to vote for school officers, and are also
eligible to such offices under the same conditions,

west of Vincennes, Ind. has a fine school house,
four churches, two banks, two flour mills, telephones, and one weekly newspaper. Pop. (1890),

offer to vote, 30 days.
1891,

Under an act passed

women,

as to age

and residence, as male

citizens.

(See

Elections; Australian Ballot.)

SULLIVAN, a

and county-seat of Moultrie
County, 25 miles southeast of Decatur and 14
miles northwest of Mattoon is on three lines of
It is in an agricultural and stock-raisrailway.
ing region; contains two State banks and four
Population (1880), 1,305;
weekly newspapers.
city

;

(1890), 1,468; (1900), 2,399; (1900, est.), 3,100.

;

1,037; (1900), 1,268.

SUPERINTENDENTS OF PUBLIC INSTRUCTION.

The office of State Superintendent of
Public Instruction was created by act of the
Legislature, at a special session held in 1854, its
duties previous to that time, from 1845, having
been discharged by the Secretary of State as
Superintendent, ex-officio. The following is a list
of the incumbents from the date of the formal
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creation of the office down to the present time
(1899), with the date and duration of the term of
Ninian W. Edwards (by appointment of
each
the Governor), 1854-57; William H. Powell (by

Newton Bateman, 1859-63;
Newton Bateman,
1865-75; Samuel W. Etter, 1875-79; James P.
Slade, 1879-83; Henry Eaab, 1883-87; Richard
Edwards, 1887-91; Henry Raab, 1891-95; Samuel
M. Inglis, 1895-98; James H. Freeman, June,
1857-59;

election),

John

1863-65;

Brooks,

P.

January, 1899 (by appointment of the
Governor, to fill the unexpired term of Prof.
Inglis, who died in office, June 1, 1898) Alfred
Baylis, 1899—.
Previous to 1870 the tenure of the office was
two years, but, by the Constitution adopted that
year, it was extended to four years, the elections
occurring on the even years between those for
Governor and other State officers except State
1898, to

;

SUPREME COURT, JUDGES OF THE.
following

is

a

list

of Justices of

The
the Supreme

who have

held office since the
organization of the State Government, with the
Joseph
period of their respective incumbencies

Court of

Illinois

:

Phillips, 1818-22 (resigned);

Thomas

1818 48 (term expired on adoption of
stitution)

July

7,

;

William

Foster,

P.

Browne,

C.

Oct.

new Con1818,

9,

John Reynolds,

1819 (resigned),

to

1818-25;

Thomas Reynolds

(vice Phillips), 1822-25; William Wilson (vice Foster) 1819-48 (term expired
on adoption of new Constitution) Samuel D
Lockwood, 1825-48 (term expired on adoption of
new Constitution) Theophilus W. Smith, 1825-42
;

;

(resigned);

gust

1,

Thomas

Ford, Feb.

1842 (resigned)

15,

1841, to

Sidney Breese, Feb.

;

Au15,

1841, to Dec. 19, 1842 (resigned)

—also (by re-elec-

tions), 1857-78 (died in office)

Walter B. Scates,

;

1841-47 (resigned)— also (vice Trumbull), 1854-57

(resigned); Samuel H. Treat, 1841-55 (resigned);
Stephen A. Douglas, 1841-42 (resigned) John D.
Caton (vice Ford) August, 1842, to March, 1843—
also (vice Robinson and by successive re-elections), May, 1843 to January, 1864 (resigned)
James Semple (vice Breese), Jan. 14, 1843, to
April 16, 1843 (resigned) Richard M. Young (vice
Smith), 1843-47 (resigned); John M. Robinson
;

;

(vice Ford), Jan. 14, 1843, to April 27, 1843 (died

in office);

Jesse B. Thomas, Jr., (vice Douglas),

(resigned)—also (vice Young), 1847-48;
James Shields (vice Semple), 1843-45 (resigned)
Norman H. Purple (vice Thomas), 1843-48 (retired
1843-45

under Constitution of

1848)

;

(vice Shields), 1845-48 (retired

William A. Denning (vice

Gustavus Koerner
by Constitution);

Scates), 1847-48

(re-

Lyman

;

Trumbull, 1848-53

(resigned); Ozias C. Skinner (vice Treat), 1855-58

Pinkney H. Walker (vice Skinner),
Corydon Beckwith (by appointment, vice Caton), Jan. 7, 1864, to June 6,
1864; Charles B. Lawrence (one term), 1864-73;
Anthony Thornton, 1870-73 (resigned); John M.
Scott (two terms), 1870-88; Benjamin R. Sheldon
(two terms), 1870-88; William K. McAllister,
1870-75 (resigned) John Scholfield (vice Thornton), 1873 93
(died);. T.
Lyle Dickey (vice
McAllister), 1875-85 (died); David J. Baker (appointed, vice Breese), July 9, 1878, to June 2,
1879— also, 1888-97; John H. Mulkey, 1879-88;
(resigned);

1858-85 (deceased);

;

Damon
Feb.

G. Tunnicliffe (appointed, vice Walker),

June

15, 1885, to

1,

1885;

Simeon

P. Shope,

1885-94, Joseph M. Bailey, 1888-95 (died in office).

The Supreme Court,

as at present

(1899), is as follows:

Carroll C. Boggs, elected,

1897

Treasurer.

by Constitution)

tired

;

Jesse

Phillips (vice Scholfield, deceased)

J.

and

elected, 1893,

constituted

Jacob

W. Wil-

re-elected, 1897;

Joseph

re-elected, 1897

kin, elected, 1888,

and

;

N. Carter, elected, 1894; Alfred M. Craig, elected, 1873, and re-elected, 1882 and '91 James H.
;

and reMagruder (vice
Dickey), elected, 1885, '88 and '97. The terms of
Justices Boggs, Phillips, Wilkin, Cartwright and
Magruder expire in 1906; that of Justice Carter
on 1903 and Justice Craig's, in 1900. Under the
Constitution of 1818, the Justices of the Supreme
Court were chosen by joint ballot of the Legislature, but, under the Constitutions of 1848 and
1870, by popular vote for terms of nine years
Cartwright (vice Bailey), elected,

elected,

1897

;

Benjamin

1895,

D.

;

(See Judicial System; also sketches of
individual members of the Supreme Court under
each.

their proper names.)

SURYEYS, EARLY GOVERNMENT. The

first

United States law passed on the subject of Government surveys was dated, May 20, 1785. After
reserving certain lands to be allotted by way of
pensions and to be donated for school purposes,
it provided for the division of the remaining public

lands

among

the original

thirteen

This, however, was, in effect, repealed

States.

by the Ordi-

nance of 1788. The latter provided for a rectangular system of surveys which, with but little
modification, has remained in force ever since.
Briefly outlined, the system is as follows
Townships, six miles square, are laid out from principal
bases, each township containing thirty-six sections of one square mile, numbered consecutively,
the numeration to commence at the upper right
:

hand corner
meridian

of the township.

(84° 51'

The

first

principal

west of Greenwich), coincided
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with the line dividing Indiana and Ohio. The
second (1° 37' farther west) had direct relation
The third (89° 10'
to surveys in Eastern Illinois.
30" west of Greenwich) and the fourth (90° 29'
56" west) governed the remainder of Illinois surveys. The first Public Surveyor was Thomas
Hutchins, who was called "the geographer."
(See Hutchins, Thomas.)

SWEET,

(fc!en.)

Benjamin

J.,

soldier,

was

born at Kirkland, Oneida County, N. Y., April
24, 1832; came with his father, in 1848, to Sheboygan, Wis., studied law, was elected to the State
Senate in 1859, and, in 1861, enlisted in the Sixth
Wisconsin Volunteers, being commissioned Major
Later, he resigned and, returning home,
in 1862.
assisted in the organization of the Twenty-first
and Twenty-second regiments, being elected
Colonel of the former and with it taking part in
the campaign in Western Kentucky and TennesIn 1863 he was assigned to command at
see.
Camp Douglas, and was there on the exposure,
in November, 1864, of the conspiracy to release
the rebel prisoners. (See Camp Douglas ConspirThe service which he rendered in the
acy.)
defeat of this bold and dangerous conspiracy
evinced his courage and sagacity, and was of
inestimable value to the country. After the
war, General Sweet located at Lombard, near
Chicago, was appointed Pension Agent at Chicago, afterwards served as Supervisor of Internal
Revenue, and, in 1872, became Deputy Commissioner of Internal Revenue at Washington. Died,
Miss Ada C.
in Washington, Jan. 1, 1874.
;

—

the efficient
Pension Agent at Chicago, is General Sweet's
daughter.
SWEETSER, A. C, soldier and Department
Commander G. A. R. was born in Oxford County,
Maine, in 1839; came to Bloomington, 111., in
1857 enlisted at the beginning of the Civil War
in the Eighth Illinois Volunteers and, later, in the
Thirty-ninth; at the battle of Wierbottom
Church, Va in June, 1864, was shot through
both legs, necessitating the amputation of one of
them. After the war he held several offices of
trust, including those of City Collector of Bloom(Sweet),

for eight years (1874-82)

,

;

,

ington and Deputy Collector of Internal Revenue
for the Springfield District in 1887 was elected
Department Commander of the Grand Army of
the Republic for Illinois. Died, at Bloomington,
;

March

23, 1896.

SWETT,

lawyer,

Leonard,

was born near

Turner, Maine, August 11, 1825; was educated at
Waterville College (now Colby University), but
left before graduation read law in Portland, and,
;
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while seeking a location in the West, enlisted in

an Indiana regiment for the Mexican War, being
attacked by climatic fever, was discharged before
completing his term of enlistment. He soon
after came to Bloomington, 111., where he became
the intimate friend of Abraham Lincoln and
David Davis, traveling the circuit with them for
a number of years. He early became active in
State politics, was a member of the Republican
State Convention of 1856, was elected to the
lower house of the General Assembly in 1858,
and, in 1860, was a zealous supporter of Mr. Lincoln as a Presidential Elector for the State-atlarge.
In 1862 he received the Republican
nomination for Congress in his District, but was

Removing to Chicago in 1865, he
gained increased distinction as a lawyer, especially in the management of criminal cases.
In
1872 he was a supporter of Horace Greeley for
President, but later returned to the Republican
party, and, in the National Republican Convention of 1888, presented the name of Judge
Gresham for nomination for the Presidency.
defeated.

Died, June

8,

1889.

SWIGERT,

Charles Philip, ex-Auditor of PubAccounts, was born in the Province of Baden,
Germany, Nov. 27, 1843, brought by his parents
to Chicago, 111., in childhood, and, in his boyhood, attended the Scammon School in that city.
In 1854 his family removed to a farm in Kankakee County, where, between the ages of 12 and
18, he assisted his father in "breaking*' between
400 and 500 acres of prairie land. On the breaking out of the war, in 1861, although scarcely 18
years of age, he enlisted as a private in the Fortysecond Illinois Volunteer Infantry, and, in April,
1862, was one of twenty heroic volunteers who
ran the blockade, on the gunboat Carondelet, at
Island No. 10, assisting materially in the reduclic

tion of that rebel stronghold,

the capture of

7,

000 prisoners.

which resulted in
At the battle of

Farmington, Miss., during the siege of Corinth,
in May, 1862, he had his right arm torn from its
socket by a six-pound cannon-ball, compelling his
retirement from the army. Returning home,
after many weeks spent in hospital at Jefferson
Barracks and Quincy, 111., he received his final
discharge, Dec. 21, 1862, spent a year in school,
also took a course in Bryant & Stratton's Commercial College in Chicago, and having learned
to write with his left hand, taught for a time in

Kankakee County served as letter-carrier in Chicago, and for a year as Deputy County Clerk of
Kankakee County, followed by two terms (1867;

69) as a student in the Soldiers' College at Fulton.
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111.

The

he entered upon the duties
Kankakee County, serving, by

latter year

of Treasurer of

successive re-elections, until 1880, when he resigned to take the position of State Auditor, to

which he was elected a second time
all

self

in 1884.

In

these positions Mr. Swigert has proved himan upright, capable and high-minded public

Of

official.

late years his residence has

been in

Chicago.

SWING,

(Rev.) David, clergyman and pulpit
orator, was born of German ancestry, at Cincinnati, Ohio, August 23, 1836.
After 1837 (his
father dying about this time), the family resided
for a time at Reedsburgh, and, later, on a farm

near "Williamsburgh, in Clermont County, in
same State. In 1852, having graduated from
Miami (Ohio) University, he commenced
study of theology, but, in 1854, accepted

the
the
the
the

position of Professor of Languages in his Alma
Mater, which he continued to fill for thirteen
His first pastorate was in connection with
years.

the Westminster Presbyterian Church of ChiHis church
cago, which he assumed in 1866.
edifice was destroyed in the great Chicago fire,
but was later rebuilt. As a preacher he was
popular but, in April, 1874, he was placed on trial,
before an ecclesiastical court of his own denomination, on charges of heresy.
He was acquitted
by the trial court, but, before the appeal taken by
the prosecution could be heard, he- personally
withdrew from affiliation with the denomination.
Shortly afterward he became pastor of an independent religious organization known as the
"Central Church," preaching, first at McVicker's
Theatre and, afterward, at Central Music Hall,
Chicago. He was a fluent and popular speaker
on all themes, a frequent and valued contributor
to numerous magazines, as well as the author of
several volumes. Among his best known books
are "Motives of Life,"' "Truths for To-day," and
"Club Essays." Died, in Chicago, Oct. 3, 1894.
SYCAMORE, the county-seat of De Kalb
County (founded in 1836), 56 miles west of Chicago, at the intersection of the Chicago & Northwestern and the Chicago Great Western Railroads; lies in a region devoted to agriculture,
dairying and stock-raising. The city itself contains several factories, the principal products
being agricultural implements, flour, insulated
wire, brick, tile, varnish, furniture, soap and
carriages and wagons. There are also works for
canning vegetables and fruit, besides two creamerThe town is lighted by electricity, and has
ies.
high-pressure water-works. There are eleven
churches, three graded public schools and a
;

young

ladies'

Population

seminary.

3,028; (1890), 2,987; (1900)

TAFT, Lorado,

sculptor,

(1880),

3,653.

was born at Elmwood,

Peoria County, 111., April 29, 1860; at an early
age evinced a predilection for sculpture and
began modeling; graduated at the University of
Illinois in 1880, then went to Paris and studied
sculpture in the famous Ecole des Beaux Arts
The following year he settled in Chi
until 1885.
cago, finally becoming associated with the Chi-

cago Art Institute. He has been a lecturer on
the Chicago University. Mr. Taft furnished the decorations of the Horticultural Building on the World's Fair Grounds, in 1893.
TALCOTT, Mancel, business man, was born
in Rome, N. Y., Oct. 12, 1817; attended the common schools until 17 years of age, when he set
out for the West, traveling on foot from Detroit
to Chicago, and thence to Park Ridge, where he
worked at farming until 1850. Then, having
followed the occupation of a miner for some time,
in California, with some success, he united with
Horace M. Singer in establishing the firm of
Singer & Talcott, stone-dealers, which lasted during most of his life. He served as a member of
the Chicago City Council, on the Beard of County
Commissioners, as a member of the Police Board,
and was one of the founders of the First National
Bank, and President, for several years, of the
Stock Yards National Bank. Liberal and publicspirited, he
contributed freely to works of

art in

charity.

Died, June

TALCOTT,

5,

1878.

William, soldier of the
War of 1812 and pioneer, was born in Gilead,
Conn., March 6, 1774; emigrated to Rome, Oneida
County, N. Y., in 1810, and engaged in farming;
served as a Lieutenant in the Oneida County
militia during the War of 1S12-14, being stationed
at Sackett's Harbor under the command of Gen.
Winfield Scott. In 1835, in company with his
eldest son, Thomas B. Talcott, he made an extended tour through the West, finally selecting a
location in Illinois at the junction of Rock River
(Capt.)

and the Pecatonica, where the town of Rockton
now stands there being only two white families,
at that time, within the present limits of Winnebago County. Two years later (1837), he brought
his family to this point, with his sons took up a
considerable body of Government land and
erected two mills, to which customers came
from a long distance. In 1838 Captain Talcott

—

took part in the organization of the first Congregational Church in that section of the State. A
zealous anti-slavery man, he supported James G-
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Birney (the Liberty candidate for President) in
1844, continuing to act with that party until the
organization of the Republican party in 1856;
was deeply interested in the War for the Union,
but died before its conclusion, Sept. 2, 1864.
Maj. Thomas B. (Talcott), oldest son of the preceding, was born 'at Hebron, Conn
April 17,
.806 was taken to Rome, N. Y. by his father in
nfancy, and, after reaching maturity, engaged
in mercantile business with his brother in Che,

;

,

mung County

;

in 1835

accompanied

his father in

a tour through the West, finally locating at
Rockton, where he engaged in agriculture. On
the organization of Winnebago County, in 1836,
he was elected one of the first County Commissioners, and, in 1850, to the State Senate, serving
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bago County, also served as Supervisor
interested,

He

in

with

1854,

his

brother Wait,
at Rockford.

also followed

the

example of his brother,

in furnishing a substitute for the

just

named,

War

of the Rebellion,

though too old

for service

Died, June 19, 1885.— Henry Walter
(Talcott), fourth son of William Talcott, was
born at Rome, N. Y., Feb. 13, 1814; came with
himself.

his father to Winnebago County, 111., in 1835, and
was connected with his father and brothers in busiDied, Dec. 9, 1870.— Dwight Lewis (Talness.
cott), oldest son of Henry Walter Talcott, born
in Winnebago County; at the age of 17 years

enlisted at Belvidere, in January, 1864, as a soldier

in the Ninth Illinois Volunteer Infantry

N. Y., where he remained until his 19th year,
when he engaged in business at Booneville and,

sippi

in Utica; in 1838,

still later,

removed

to Illinois

Rockton, finally
citizen of Rockford, where, in his
later years, he was extensively engaged in manufacturing, having become, in 1854, with his
brother Sylvester, a partner of the firm of J. H.
Manny & Co., in the manufacture of the Manny
reaper and mower. He was an original antislavery man and, at one time, a Free-Soil candidate
for Congress, but became a zealous Republican
and ardent friend of Abraham Lincoln, whom he
employed as an attorney in the famous suit of
McCormick vs. the Manny Reaper Company for
infringement of patent. In 1854 he was elected
to the State Senate, succeeding his brother,
Thomas B. and was the first Collector of Internal
Revenue in the Second District, appointed by Mr.
Lincoln in 1862, and continuing in office some
his

father

at

,

five years.
Though too old for active service in
the field, during the Civil War, he voluntarily
hired a substitute to take his place. Mr. Talcott
was one of the original incorporators and Trus-

and a founder of Rockford
Female Seminary, remaining a trustee of eacli
for many years.
Died, June 7, 1890. Sylvester
(Talcott), third son of William Talcott, born at
Rome, N. Y., Oct. 14, 1810; when of age, engaged
in mercantile business in Chemung County; in
1837 removed, with other members of the family,
to Winnebago County, 111., where he joined his
father in the entry of Government lands and the
erection of mills, as already detailed. He became
one of the first Justices of the Peace in Winnetees of Beloit College,

—

a

Manny Reaper Company

the

in

four years. He also held various local offices.
Died, Sept. 30, 1894.— Hon. Wait (Talcott), second
son of Capt. William Talcott, was born at Hebron, Conn., Oct. 17, 1807, and taken to Rome,

and joined
becoming a

for

number of years and, although a farmer, became

;

served

some two months at Fort Pickernear Memphis, and later took part in many

as provost guard
ing,

of the important battles of that year in Missis-

Having been captured at
was taken to Anderson-

and Tennessee.

Campbellsville, Tenn., he

Ga., where he suffered all the horrors of
that famous prison-pen, until March, 1865, when
he was released, arriving at home a helpless
skeleton, the day after Abraham Lincoln's assasville,

Mr. Talcott subsequently settled in
Muscatine County, Iowa.
sination.

TALLULA, a prosperous village of Menard
County, on the Jacksonville branch of the Chicago & Alton Railway, 24 miles northeast of
Jacksonville; is in the midst of a grain, coalmining, and stock-growing region; has a local
bank and newspaper. Pop. (1890), 445 (1900), 639.
TAMAROA,a village in Perry County, situated
at the junction of the Illinois Central with the
Wabash, Chester & Western Railroad, 8 miles
north of Duquoin, and 57 miles east-southeast of
Belleville.
It has a bank, a newspaper office, a
large public school, five churches and two flouring mills. Coal is mined here and exported in
;

large quantities.

Pop. (1900), 853.

TAMAROA & MOUNT VERNON RAILROAD.
(See Wabash, Chester & Western Railroad.
TANNER, Edward

Allen, clergyman and eduancestry, at
Waverly, 111., Nov. 29, 1837— being the first child
who could claim nativity there; was educated
cator,

in the

was born of

local

New England

schools

and

at

Illinois

College,

graduating from the latter in 1857; spent four
years teaching in his native place and at Jacksonville; then accepted the Professorship of
Latin in Pacific University at Portland, Oregon,
remaining four years, when he returned to his
Alma Mater (1865), assuming there the chair of
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In 1881 he was appointed

Latin and Rhetoric.

financial agent of the latter institution, and, in

While in Oregon he had
1882, its President.
been ordained a minister of the Congregational
Church, and, for a considerable period during
his connection with Illinois College, officiated as
Chaplain of the Central Hospital for the Insane
at Jacksonville, besides supplying local and
other

pulpits.

He

labored

earnestly

for

the

under his charge, and,
during his incumbency, added materially to its
endowment and resources. Died, at Jacksonbenefit of the institution

Feb.

ville,

8,

Governor, was born in
Warrick County, Ind., April 4, 1844, and brought
to Southern Illinois in boyhood, where he grew
up on a farm in the vicinity of Carbondale,
enjoying only such educational advantages as
were afforded by the common school in 1863, at
the age of 19, enlisted in the Ninety-eighth Illinois Volunteers, serving until June, 1865, when
he was transferred to the Sixty-first, and finally
mustered out in September following. All the
male members of Governor Tanner's family were
soldiers of the late war, his father dying in a
R.,

;

rebel prison at Columbus, Miss., one of his brothers suffering the same fate from wounds at Nashville,

Tenn., and another brother dying in hospital

at Pine Bluff, Ark.

Only one of

family, besides Governor Tanner,

this patriotic

still

survives

M. Tanner of Clay County, who left the
service with the rank of Lieutenant of the Thirteenth Illinois Cavalry. Returning from the
war, Mr. Tanner established himself in business
as a farmer in Clay County, later engaging successfully in the milling and lumber business as
the partner of his brother. The public positions
held by him, since the war, include those of
Sheriff of Clay County (1870-72), Clerk of the Circuit Court (1872-76), and State Senator (1880-83).
During the latter year he received the appointment of United States Marshal for the Southern
District of Illinois, serving until after the accession of President Cleveland in 1885. In 1886, he
was the Republican nominee for State Treasurer
and was elected by an unusually large majority;
in 1891 was appointed, by Governor Fifer, a
member of the Railroad and Warehouse Commission, but, in 1892, received the appointment of
Assistant United States Treasurer at Chicago,
continuing in the latter office until December,
For ten years (1874-84) he was a member
1893.
of the Republican State Central Committee, returning to that body in 1894, when he was chosen
Chairman and conducted the campaign which
Mr.

J.

nomination of his party for Governor, and was

John P. Altgeld, his Demoby a plurality of over 113,000,

elected over Gov.
cratic opponent,

and a majority, over

all,

of nearly 90,000 votes.

TANNER,

Tazewell B., jurist, was born in
Henry County, Va., and came to Jefferson
County, 111., about 1846 or '47, at first taking a
position as teacher and Superintendent of Public
Schools. Later, he was connected with "The
Jeffersonian, " a Democratic paper at Mount Vernon, and, in 1849,

1892.

TANNER, John

resulted in the unprecedented Republican sucIn 1896 he received the
cesses of that year.

went

to the gold regions of

meeting with reasonable success as a
Returning in a year or two, he was

California,

miner.

elected Clerk of the Circuit Court, and, while in
the discharge of his duties, prosecuted the study
of law, finally, on admission to the bar, entering
into partnership with the late Col.

Thomas

S.

In 1854 he was elected Representative in
the Nineteenth General Assembly, and was instrumental in securing the appropriation for the
erection of a Supreme Court building at Mount
Vernon. In 1862 he served as a Delegate to the
State Constitutional Convention of that year was
elected Circuit Judge in 1873, and, in 1877, was
assigned to duty on the Appellate bench, but, at
the expiration of his term, declined a re-election
and resumed the practice of his profession at
Mount Vernon. Died, March 25, 1880.
TAXATION, in its legal sense, the mode of
raising revenue. In its general sense its purposes
are the support of the State and local governments, the promotion of the public good by
fostering education and works of public improvement, the protection of society by the preservation of order and the punishment of crime, and
the support of the helpless and destitute. In
practice, and as prescribed by the Constitution,
the raising of revenue is required to be done "by
levying a tax by valuation, so that every person
and corporation shall pay a tax in proportion to
the value of his, her or its property such value
to be ascertained by some person or persons, to be
elected or appointed in such manner as the General Assembly shall direct, and not otherwise."
(State Constitution, 1870 Art. Revenue, Sec. 1.)
The person selected under the law to make this
valuation is the Assessor of the county or the
township (in counties under township organization), and he is required to make a return to the
County Board at its July meeting each year the
latter having authority to hear complaints of taxpayers and adjust inequalities when found to
exist.
It is made the duty of the Assessor to
Casey.

;

—

—

—
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include in his return, as real-estate, all lands and
the buildings or other improvements erected
thereon; and, under the head of personal property, all tangible effects, besides moneys, credits,
bonds or stocks, shares of stock of companies or
corporations, investments, annuities, franchises,
royalties, etc.

Property used for school, church

or cemetery purposes, as well as public buildings
and other property belonging to the State and

General

Government,

municipalities,

charities, public libraries, agricultural

public

and scien-

Nominally,
all property subject to taxation is required to be
assessed at its cash valuation but, in reality, the
valuation, of late years, has been on a basis of
twenty-five to thirty-three per cent of its estimated cash value. In the larger cities, however,
the valuation is often much lower than this,
while very large amounts escape assessment
altogether.
The Revenue Act, passed at the
special session of the Fortieth General Assembly
(1898), requires the Assessor to make a return of
all property subject to taxation in his district, at
its cash valuation, upon which a Board of Review
fixes a tax on the basis of twenty per cent of
such cash valuation. An abstract of the property
assessment of each county goes before the State
Board of Equalization, at its annual meeting in
August, for the purpose of comparison and equalizing valuations between counties, but the Board
has no power to modify the assessments of individual tax-payers. (See State Board of Equalization. ) This Board has exclusive power to fix
the valuation for purposes of taxation of the
capital stock or franchises of companies (except
tific societies,

are declared exempt.

;

certain specified manufacturing corporations) in,

corporated under the State laws, together with the
"railroad track" and "rolling stock" of railroads,
and the capital stock of railroads and telegraph
lines, and to fix the distribution of the latter
between counties in which they lie. The Constitution of 1848 empowered the Legislature to
impose a capitation tax, of not less than fifty
cents nor more than one dollar, upon each free
white male citizen entitled to the right of suffrage, between the ages of 21 and 60 years, but the
Constitution of 1870 grants no such power,
though it authorizes the extension of the "objects
and subjects of taxation" in accordance with the

—

principle contained

Revenue

in the first section of

—Special

the

assessments in cities,
for the construction of sewers, pavements, etc.,
being local and in the form of benefits, cannot
be said to come under the head of general taxation.
The same is to be said of revenue derived
Article.

from fines and
punishment for

penalties,
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which are forms of
and go to the

specific offenses,

benefit of certain specified funds.

TAYLOR, Aimer,

ex-Congressman,

a native
has been
in active business all his life as contractor, builder
and merchant, and, for some time, a member of
the wholesale dry-goods firm of J. V. Farwell &,
Co. of Chicago.
He was a member of the Thirtyfourth General Assembly, a delegate to the
National Republican Convention of 1884, and
represented the First Illinois District in the Fiftyfirst and Fifty-second Congresses, 1889 to 1893.
Mr. Taylor was one of the contractors for the
erection of the new State Capitol of Texas.
TAYLOR, Benjamin Franklin, journalist, poet
and lecturer, was born at Lowville, N. Y., July
19, 1819; graduated at Madison University in
1839, the next year becoming literary and dramatic critic of "The Chicago Evening Journal."
Here, in a few years, he acquired a wide reputation as a journalist and poet, and was much in
demand as a lecturer on literary topics. His
letters from the field during the Rebellion, as
war correspondent of "The Evening Journal,"
won for him even a greater popularity, and were
of Maine,

and a resident of Chicago.

is

He

,

complimented by translation into more than one
European language. After the war, he gave his
attention more unreservedly to literature, his
principal works appearing after that date.
His
publications in book form, including both prose
and poetry, comprise the following: "Attractions
of Language" (1845); "January and June"
(1853); "Pictures in Camp and Field" (1871);
"The World on Wheels" (1873); "Old Time Pictures and Sheaves of Rhyme" (1874); "Songs of
Yesterday" (1877); "Summer Savory Gleaned
from Rural Nooks" (1879); "Between the Gates"
—pictures of California life— (1881)
"Dulce
Domum, the Burden of Song" (1884), and "Theophilus Trent, or Old Times in the Oak Openings,"
The last was in the hands of the
a novel (1887).
;

publishers at his death, Feb.

27,

1887.

Among

most popular poems are "The Isle of the Long
Ago," "The Old Village Choir," and "Rhymes of
the River." "The London Times" complimented
Mr. Taylor with the title of "The Oliver Goldsmith of America."
his

TAYLOR, Edmund

Dick, early Indian-trader
at Fairfield C. H. Va.
Oct. 18, 1802 the son of a commissary in the
army of the Revolution, under General Greene,
and a cousin of General (later, President) Zachary
Taylor; left his native State in his youth and. at

and

legislator,

was born

,

—

an early day, came

to Springfield,

111.,

where he
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opened an Indian-trading post and general store
was elected from Sangamon County to the lower
branch of the Seventh General Assembly (1830)

and

re-elected in 1832

—the

Abraham

latter year

being a

whom

he
In 1834 he was elected to the State
Senate and, at the next session of the Legislature,
was one of the celebrated "Long Nine" who
secured the removal of the State Capital to
He resigned before the close of his
Springfield.
term to accept, from President Jackson, the appointment of Receiver of Public Moneys at ChiHere he became one of the promoters of
cago.
the Galena & Chicago Union Railroad (1837),
serving as one of the Commissioners to secure
competitor

of

Lincoln,

defeated.

subscriptions of

stock,

and was

also active in

advocating the construction of the Illinois &
Michigan Canal. The title of "Colonel," by
which he was known during most of his life, was
acquired by service, with that rank, on the staff
of Gov. John Reynolds, during the Black Hawk
War of 1832. After coming to Chicago, Colonel
Taylor became one of the Trustees of the Chicago
branch of the State Bank, and was later identified
with various banking enterprises, as also a some-

what extensive operator in real estate. An active
Democrat in the early part of his career in Illinois, Colonel Taylor was one of the members of
ground against the Kansas-Neb
raska bill in 1854, and advocated the election of
General Bissell to the governorship in 1856. In
1860 he was again in line with his party in support of Senator Douglas for the Presidency, and
was an opponent of the war policy of the Governhis party to take

ment

still later,

as

shown by

his participation in

the celebrated "Peace Convention" at SpringIn the latter years of his
field, of June 17, 1863.
life he became extensively interested in coal
lands in La Salle and adjoining counties, and,
for a considerable time, served as President of the
Northern Illinois Coal & Mining Company, his
home, during a part of this period, being at
Mendota. Died, in Chicago, Dec. 4, 1891.

TAYLORVILLE,

a city and county-seat of
Christian County, on the South Fork of the Sangamon River and on the Wabash Railway at its
point of intersection with the Springfield Division
of the Baltimore & Ohio Southwestern.
It is
about 27 miles southeast of Springfield, and
28 miles southwest of Decatur. It has several
banks, flour mills, paper mill, electric light and
gas plants, water-works, two coal mines, carriage
and wagon shops, a manufactory of farming
implements, two daily and weekly papers, nine
churches and five graded and township high

Much

schools.

coal

is

mined

in this vicinity.

Pop. (1890), 2,839; (1900), 4,248.
TAZEWELL COUNTY, a central county on
the Illinois River; was first settled in 1823 and
organized in 1827 has an area of 650 square miles
was named for Governor Tazewell of Virginia.
It is drained by the Illinois and Mackinaw Rivers
and traversed by several lines of railway. The
surface is generally level, the soil alluvial and
rich, but, requiring drainage, especially on the
Gravel, coal and sandstone are
river bottoms.
found, but, generally speaking, Tazewell is an
agricultural county. The cereals are extensively
cultivated; wool is also clipped, and there are
dairy interests of some importance. Distilling is
extensively conducted at Pekin, the county-seat,
which is also the seat of other mechanical industries.
(See also Pekin.) Population of the
;

—

county

(1880), 29,666; (1890), 29,556; (1900), 33,221.

TEMPLE, John

Taylor, M.D., early Chicago

physician, born in Virginia in 1804, graduated in

medicine at Middlebury College, Vt., in 1830, and,
in 1833, arrived in Chicago.
At this time he had
a contract for carrying the United States mail
from Chicago to Fort Howard, near Green Bay,
and the following year undertook a similar conHaving sold
tract between Chicago and Ottawa.
these out three years later, he devoted his attention to the practice of his profession, though
interested, for a time, in contracts for the construction of the Illinois & Michigan Canal. Dr.
Temple was instrumental in erecting the first
house (after Rev. Jesse Walker's missionary
station

at

Wolf

Point),

for

public

religious

worship in Chicago, and, although himself a
Baptist, it was used in common by Protestant
denominations. He was a member of the first
Board of Trustees of Rush Medical College,
though he later became a convert to homeopathy,

and finally, removing to St. Louis, assisted in
founding the St. Louis School of Homeopathy,
dying there, Feb. 24, 1877.

TENURE OF OFFICE. (See Elections.)
TERRE HAUTE, ALTON & ST. LOUIS
RAILROAD. (See
Ha u te Ra ilroad.)

St.

Louis,

Alton

&

TERRE HAUTE & ALTON RAILROAD

Terre
(See

& Terre Haute Railroad.)
TERRE HAUTE & INDIANAPOLIS RAIL-

St. Louis,

Alton

ROAD,

a coi'poration operating no line of its own
within the State, but the lessee and operator of
the following lines (which see): St. Louis,
Vandalia & Terre Haute, 158.3 miles; Terre
Haute & Peoria, 145.12 miles; East St. Louis
& Carondelet, 12. 74 miles total length of leased

—
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The Terre Haute
Indianapolis Railroad was incorporated in
Indiana in 1847, as the Terre Haute & Richmond, completed a line between the points
lines in Illinois, 316.16 miles.

&

named in the title, in 1852, and took its present
name in 1866. The Pennsylvania Railroad Company purchased a controlling

interest in its stock

in 1893.

TERRE HAUTE & PEORIA RAILROAD,
(Vandalia Line), a line of road extending from
Terre Haute, Ind., to Peoria, 111., 145.12 miles,
with 28.78 miles of trackage, making in all 173.9
miles in operation, all being in Illinois— operated
by the Terre Haute & Indianapolis Railroad Company. The gauge is standard, and the rails are
(History. ) It was organized Feb. 7, 1887,
steel.
successor to the Illinois Midland Railroad. The
latter was made up by the consolidation (Nov. 4,
1874) of three lines:
(1) The Peoria, Atlanta &
Decatur Railroad, chartei ed in 1869 and opened in
1874; (2) the Paris & Decatur Railroad, chartered
in 1861 and opened in December, 1872 and (3) the
Paris & Terre Haute Railroad, chartered in 1873
the consolidated lines
and opened in 1874
assuming the name of the Illinois Midland Railroad. In 1886 the Illinois Midland was sold under
foreclosure and, in February, 1887, reorganized
In 1892
as the Terre Haute & Peoria Railroad.
it was leased for ninety-nine years to the Terre
Haute & Indianapolis Railroad Company, and is
operated as a part of the "Vandalia System."
The capital stock (1898) was §3,764,200; funded
-

;

—

debt, §2,230,000,— total capital invested,

§6,227,-

481.

TEUTOPOLIS,

a village of Effingham County,
& Indianapolis Railroad, 4

on the Terre Haute

was originally
Germans from Cincinnati.

miles east of Effingham;

by a colony

of

settled

Popu-

lation (1900), 498.

THOMAS, Horace
was born

in

H., lawyer and legislator,
Vermont, Dec. 18, 1831, graduated at

Middlebury College, and, after admission to the
removed to Chicago, where he commenced
practice.
At the outbreak of the rebellion he
enlisted and was commissioned Assistant Adjubar,

tant-General of the Army of the Ohio. At the
close of the war he took up his residence in Tennessee, serving as Quartermaster upon the staff
In 1867 he returned to
of Governor Brownlow.

Chicago and resumed practice. He was elected
a Representative in the Legislature in 1878 and
re-elected in 1880, being chosen Speaker of the
House during his latter term. In 1888 he was
elected State Senator from the Sixth District,
serving during the sessions of the Thirty-sixth
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and

Thirty-seventh General Assemblies. In
General Thomas was appointed United
States Appraiser in connection with the Custom
House in Chicago.
THOMAS, Jesse Burgess, jurist and United
States Senator, was born at Hagerstown, Md.,
claiming direct descent from Lord Baltimore.
Taken west in childhood, he grew to manhood
and settled at Lawrenceburg, Indiana Territory,
in 1803; in 1805 was Speaker of the Territorial
Legislature and, later, represented the Territory
as Delegate in Congress.
On the organization of
Illinois Territory (which he had favored), he
removed to Kaskaskia, was appointed one of the
first Judges for the new Territory, and, in 1818,
as Delegate from St. Clair County, presided over
the first State Constitutional Convention, and, on
the admission of the State, became one of the
first United States Senators
Governor Edwards
being his colleague. Though an avowed advo1897,

—

cate of slavery, he gained no

little

prominence

as the author of the celebrated "Missouri

Com-

promise," adopted in 1820. He was re-elected to
the Senate in 1823, serving until 1829. He subsequently removed to Mount Vernon, Ohio, where
he died by suicide, May 4, 1853. Jesse Burgess
(Thomas), Jr., nephew of the United States Senator of the same name, was born at Lebanon, Ohio,
July 31, 1806, was educated at Transylvania
University, and, being admitted to the bar,
located at Edwardsville, 111. He first appeared
in connection with public affairs as Secretary of
the State Senate in 1830, being re-elected in 1832;
in 1834 was elected Representative in the General
Assembly from Madison County, but, in February following, was appointed Attorney-General,
serving only one year. He afterwards held the
position of Circuit Judge (1837-39), his home being
then in Springfield; in 1843 he became Associate Justice of the Supreme Court, by appointment
of the Governor, as successor to Stephen A. Douglas, and was afterwards elected to the same
office by the Legislature, remaining until 1848.

—

During a part of his professional career he was
the partner of David Prickett and William L.
May, at Springfield, and afterwards a member of
the Galena bar,

finally removing to Chicago,
where he died, Feb. 21, 1850.— Jesse B. (Thomas)
third, clergyman and son of the last named born
;

at Edwardsville,

July

educated at
Kenyon College, Ohio, and Rochester (N. Y.)
Theological Seminary practiced law for a time
in Chicago, but finally entered the Baptist ministry, serving churches at Waukegan, 111., Brook111.,

29, 1832;

;

lyn, N.

Y.,

and San Francisco

(1862-69).

He
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then became pastor of the Michigan Avenue Baptist Church, in Chicago, remaining until 1874,
when he returned to Brooklyn. In 1887 he

became Professor of Biblical History in the
Theological Seminary at Newton, Mass. where he
has since resided. He is the author of several
volumes, and, in 1866, received the degree of D.D.
from the old University of Chicago.
THOMAS, John, pioneer and soldier of the
,

Hawk War, was

Black

Va., Jan.

11, 1800.

born in

At the age

Wythe County,
of 18 he accom-

panied his parents to St. Clair County, 111., where
the family located in what was then called the
Alexander settlement, near the present site of
Shiloh.
When he was 22 he rented a farm
(although he had not enough money to buy a
horse) and married. Six years later he bought
and stocked a farm, and, from that time forward,

accumulated real property, until he
of the most extensive owners of farming land in St. Clair County. In early life he
rapidly

became one

was fond

of military exercise, holding various

and serving as a
Colonel in the Black Hawk War. In 1824 he was
one of the leaders of the party opposed to the
amendment of the State Constitution to sanction
slavery, was a zealous opponent of the KansasNebraska bill in 1854, and a firm supporter of the
Republican, party from the date of its formation.
He was elected to the lower house of the General
Assembly in 1838, '62, "64, "72 and "74; and to the
State Senate in 1878, serving four years in the
Died, at Belleville, Dec. 16, 1894, in
latter body.
offices in local organizations

the 95th year of his age.
THOMAS, John R., ex-Congressman, was born
at Mount Vernon, 111., Oct. 11, 1846. He served
in the Union Army during the War of the Rebellion, rising from the ranks to a captaincy.
After
his return home he studied law, and was admitted to the bar in 1869. From 1872 to 1876 he was
State's Attorney, and, from 1879 to 1889, represented his District in Congress. In 1897, Mr.
Thomas was appointed by President McKinley
an additional United States District Judge for
Indian Territory. His home is now at Vanita,
in that Territory.

THOMAS,

William, pioneer lawyer and legisin what is now Allen County,
Ky. Nov. 22, 1802; received a rudimentary education, and served as deputy of his father (who
was Sheriff), and afterwards of the County Clerk;
lator,

was born

,

studied law and was admitted to the bar in 1823

removed to Jacksonville, 111., where he
taught school, served as a private in the Winnebago War (1827), and at the session of 1828-29,

in 1826

reported the proceedings of the General Assembly for "The Vandalia Intelligencer" was State's
Attorney and School Commissioner of Morgan
Count}-; served as Quartermaster and Commissary in the Black Hawk War (1831-32), first under
Gen. Joseph Duncan and, a year later, under
General Whiteside in 1839 was appointed Circuit
Judge, but legislated out of office two years later.
It was as a member of the Legislature, however,
that he gained the greatest prominence, first as
State Senator in 1834-40, and Representative in
;

;

1846-48

and

1850-52,

when he was

ential in the legislation

lishing the institutions

especially influ-

which resulted in estabfor the Deaf and Dumb

and the Blind, and the Hospital

for the Insane

(the first in the State) at Jacksonville

— serving,

member of the Board of Trustees
of the latter.
He was also prominent in connection with many enterprises of a local character,
for a time, as a

including the establishment of the Illinois Female
College, to which, although without children of
his own, he was a liberal contributor.
During
the first year of the war he was a member of the
Board of Army Auditors by appointment of Governor Yates. Died, at Jacksonville, August 22,
1889.

THORNTON, Anthony,

jurist, was born in
County, Ky., Nov. 9, 1814 being
descended from a Virginia family. After the
usual primary instruction in the common schools,
he spent two years in a high school at Gallatin,
Tenn., when he entered Centre College at Danville, Ky., afterwards continuing his studies at
Miami University, Ohio, where he graduated in
1834.
Having studied law with an uncle at
Paris, Ky., he was licensed to practice in 1836,
when he left his native State with a view to settling in Missouri, but, visiting his uncle, Gen.
William F. Thornton, at Shelby ville. 111., was
induced to establish himself in practice there.
He served as a member of the State Constitutional
Conventions of 1847 and 1862, and as Representative in the Seventeenth General Assembly
In 1864 he was
(1850-52) for Shelby County.
elected to the Thirty-ninth Congress, and, in
1870, to the Illinois Supreme Court, but served
only until 1873, when he resigned. In 1879
Judge Thornton removed to Decatur, 111., but
subsequently returned to Shelbyville, where
(1898) he now resides.
THORNTON, William Fitzhngh, Commissioner
of the Illinois & Michigan Canal, was born in
Hanover County, Va., Oct. 4, 1789; in 1806, went
to Alexandria, Va., where he conducted a drug
business for a time, also acting as associate

Bourbon

—
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"The Alexandria Gazette." Subsequently removing to Washington City, he conducted a paper there in the interest of John
Quincy Adams for the Presidency. During the
editor

of

War of

1812-14 he served as a Captain of cavalry,

and, for a time, as staff -officer of General Winder.
On occasion of the visit of Marquis La Fayette to
America (1824-25) he accompanied the distinguished Frenchman from Baltimore to Rich-

In 1829 he removed to Kentucky, and,
in 1833, to Shelbyville, 111., where he soon after
engaged in mercantile business, to which he
added a banking and brokerage business in 1859,
with which he was actively associated until his
death. In 1836, he was appointed, by Governor
Duncan, one of the Commissioners of the Illinois
Michigan Canal, serving as President of the

mond.

&

Board until 1842. In 1840, he made a visit to
London, as financial agent of the State, in the
interest of the Canal, and succeeded in making a
sale of bonds to the amount of §1,000,000 on what
were then considered favorable terms. General
Thornton was an ardent Whig until the organization of the Republican party, when he became
Died, at Shelbyville, Oct. 21,
a Democrat.
1873.

TILLSON, John,
Mass.,

March

pioneer,

was born

at Halifax,

came to Illinois in 1819,
Montgomery County, where

13, 1796;

locating at Hillsboro,

he became a prominent and enterprising operator
in real estate, doing a large business for eastern
parties; was one of the founders of Hillsboro

Academy and an

influential

and

liberal friend of

being a Trustee of the latter
from its establishment until his death was supported in the Legislature of 1827 for State TreasDied, at
urer, but defeated by James Hall.
Peoria, May 11, 1853.— Christiana Holmes (Tillson), wife of the preceding, was born at Kingston,
Mass., Oct. 10, 1798; married to John Tillson in
1822, and immediately came to Illinois to reside
was a woman of rare culture and refinement, and
deeply interested in benevolent enterprises.
Died, in New York City, May 29, 1872.— Charles
Holmes (Tillson), son of John and Christiana
Holmes Tillson, was born at Hillsboro, 111. Sept.
15, 1823; educated at Hillsboro Academy and
Illinois College, graduating from the latter in
1844; studied law in St. Louis and at Transylvania University, was admitted to the bar in St.
Louis and practiced there some years also served
several terms in the City Council, and was a
member of the National Guard of Missouri in the
War of the Rebellion. Died, Nov. 25, 1865.—
John (Tillson), Jr., another son, was born at
Illinois

College,

;

,

—
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Hillsboro, 111., Oct. 12, 1825; educated at Hillsboro Academy and Illinois College, but did not
graduate from the latter; graduated from Transylvania Law School, Ky., in 1847, and was
admitted to the bar at Quincy, 111., the same
year; practiced two years at Galena, when he
returned to Quincy. In 1861 he enlisted in the
Tenth Regiment Illinois Volunteers, became its

Lieutenant-Colonel, on the promotion of Col. J. D.
Morgan to Brigadier-General, was advanced to

the colonelcy, and, in July, 1865, was mustered
out with the rank of brevet Brigadier-General;
for two 3 ears later held a commission as Captain
in the regular army.
During a portion of 1869-70
r

he was editor of "The Quincy Whig"; in 1873
was elected Representative in the Twenty-eighth
General Assembly to succeed Nehemiah Bushnell,
who had died in office, and, during the same year,
was appointed Collector of Internal Revenue for
the Quincy District, serving until 1881. Died,

August

6,

1892.

TILLSON, Robert,

pioneer, was born in Halifax County, Mass., August 12, 1800; came to Illinois in 1822, and was employed, for several years,
as a clerk in the land agency of his brother, John
Tillson, at Hillsboro.
In 1826 he engaged in the
mercantile business with Charles Holmes, Jr., in
St. Louis, but, in 1828, removed to Quincy, 111.,
where he opened the first general store in that
city
also served as Postmaster for some ten
years
During this period he built the first twostory frame building erected in Quincy, up to
that date. Retiring from the mercantile business
in 1840 he engaged in real estate, ultimately
becoming the proprietor of considerable property
of this character was also a contractor for furnishing cavalry accouterments to the Government
during the war. Soon after the war he erected
one of the handsomest business blocks existing
in the city at that time.
Died, in Quincy, Dec.
;

;

27, 1892.

TINCHER, John L., banker, was born in Kentucky in 1821 brought by his parents to Vermilion County, Ind., in 1829, and left an orphan at
17; attended school in Coles County, 111., and
was employed as clerk in a store at Danville,
1843-53.
He then became a member of the firm
of Tincher & English, merchants, later establish;

ing a bank, which became the First National
Bank of Danville. In 1864 Mr. Tincher was
elected Representative in the Twenty-fourth
General Assembly and, two years later, to the
Senate, being re-elected in 1870. He was also a
member of the State Constitutional Convention
of 1869-70.
Died, in Springfield, Dec. 17, 1871,
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while in attendance on the adjourned session of

President John Quincy Adams, but was removed

by Jackson in

that year.

Todd continued to reside
which occurred,
He was a grandson of John Todd,
Dr.

1829.

and jurist, was
born in Franklin County, Ohio, August 29, 1833
has been a resident of McLean County, 111., from

at Springfield until his death,

the age of 10 years, his present home being at
Bloomington. He was admitted to the bar in
1857, and, from January, 1867, to December, 1868,
was State's Attorney for the Eighth Judicial
In 1870 he was elected Judge of the
Circuit.
same circuit, and under the new Constitution,
was chosen Judge of the new Fourteenth Circuit.
From 1877 to 1879 he represented the (then)
Thirteenth Illinois District in Congress, but, in
1878, was defeated by Adlai E. Stevenson, the
Democratic nominee. In 1891 he was re-elected
to a seat on the Circuit bench for the Bloomington
Circuit, but resumed practice at the expiration

County by Gov. Patrick Henry

TIPTON, Thomas

of his

term

F., lawyer

in 1897.

T1SKILWA, a village of Bureau County, on the
Chicago, .Rock Island & Pacific Railway, 7 miles
Princeton; has creameries and
cheese factories, churches, school, library, waterworks, bank and a newspaper. Pop. (1900), 965.
TODD, (Col.) John, soldier, was born in Montgomery County, Pa., in 1750; took part in the

southwest of

battle of Point Pleasant, Va., in 1774, as Adjutant-General of General Lewis; settled as a
lawyer at Fincastle, Va., and, in 1775, removed
to Fayette County, Ky., the next year locating
near Lexington. He was one of the first two
Delegates from Kentucky County to the Virginia

Jan.

9,

1865.

who was

appointed

Commandant

of

Illinois

and an
uncle of Mrs. Abraham Lincoln. John 15 air
Smith (Todd), son of the preceding, was born at
Lexington, Ky., April 4, 1814; came with his
father to Illinois in 1817 graduated at the United
in 1778,

—

1

;

States Military

Academy

in 1837, serving after-

wards in the Florida and Mexican wars and on
the frontier; resigned, and was an Indian-trader
in

Dakota,

1856-61

the latter year, took his
from Dakota,
then served as Brigadier-General of Volunteers, 1861-62; was again Delegate in Congress
in 1863-65, Speaker of the Dakota Legislature
in 1867, and Governor of the Territory, 1869-71.
Died, at Yankton City, Jan. 5, 1872.
TOLEDO, a village and the county -seat of
Cumberland County, on the Illinois Central Railroad; founded in 1854; has five churches, a graded
school, two banks, creamery, flour mill, elevator,
and two weekly newspapers. There are no manufactories, the leading industry in the surrounding
country being agriculture. Pop. (1890), 676;
;

seat as a Delegate in Congress

(1900), 818.

TOLEDO, CINCINNATI & ST. LOUIS RAILROAD. (See Toledo, St. Louis & Kansas Citi}
Railroad.)

TOLEDO, PEORIA &

WARSAW RAILROAD.

House of Burgesses, and, in 1778, accompanied
Col. George Rogers Clark on his expedition
against Kaskaskia and Vincennes. In December, 1778, he was appointed by Gov. Patrick

(See Toledo, Peoria &• Western Railway.)

of
Illinois
Lieutenant Commandant
Henry,
Comity, embracing the region northwest of the
Ohio River, serving two years; in 1780, was again
a member of the Virginia Legislature, whei'e he
procured grants of land for public schools and
introduced a bill for negro-emancipation. He
was killed by Indians, at the battle of Blue

a line of railroad wholly within the State of Illinois, extending from Effner, at the Indiana State
line, west to the Mississippi River at Warsaw.
The length of the whole line is 230. 7 miles, owned
entirely by the company.
It is made up of a
division from Effner to Peoria (110.9 miles)
which is practically an air-line throughout nearly
its entire length
and the Peoria and Warsaw
Division (108.8 miles) with branches from La
Harpe to Iowa Junction (10.4 miles) and 0.6 of a
mile connecting with the Keokuk bridge at

August

Licks, Ky.,

TODD,

19, 1782.

(Dr.) John, physician, born near Lex-

27, 1787, was one of the earliTransylvania University, also
graduating at the Medical University of Philadelphia was appointed Surgeon-General of Kentucky troops in the War of 1812, and captured at
tne battle of River Raisin. Returning to Lexington after his release, he practiced there and
at Bardstown, removed to Edwardsville, 111., in
1817, and, in 1827, to Springfield, where he had
been appointed Register of the Land Office by

ington, Ky.

,

April

est graduates of

;

TOLEDO, PEORIA & WESTERN RAILROAD.
(See Toledo, Peoria

&

Western Raihcay.)

TOLEDO, PEORIA & WESTERN RAILWAY,

—

Hamilton.— (History.) The original charter for
was granted, in 1863, under the name of
the Toledo, Peoria & Warsaw Railroad the main
line was completed in 1868, and the La Harpe &
Iowa Junction branch in 1873. Default was
this line

;

made

in 1873, the road sold under foreclosure, in
and reorganized as the Toledo, Peoria &
Western Railroad, and the line leased for 49^
1880,
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years to the Wabash,

Company.

The

St.

Louis

&

Pacific

Railway

defaulted in Jul}', 1884,
and, a year later, the Toledo, Peoria & Western
was transferred to trustees for the first mortgage
bond- holders, was sold under foreclosure in
latter

October, 1886, and, in March, 1887, the present

company, under the name of the Toledo, Peoria
& Western Railway Company, was organized for
the purpose of taking over the property. In 1893
the Pennsylvania Railroad Company obtained a
controlling interest in the stock, and, in 1894, an
agreement, for joint ownership and management,
was entered into between that corporation and
the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad Company.
The total capitalization, in 1898, was
§9,712,433, of which §4,076,900 was in stock and
§4,895,000 in bonds.

TOLEDO, ST. LOUIS & KANSAS CITY RAILROAD. This line crosses the State in a northeast
direction from East St. Louis to

Humrick, -near

the Indiana State line, with Toledo as its eastern
terminus. The length of the entire line is 450.72
miles, of which 179Vi miles are operated in Illinois.
(History.) The Illinois portion of the
line grew out of the union of charters granted to
the Tuscola, Charleston & Vincennes and the
Charleston, Neoga & St. Louis Railroad Companies, which were consolidated in 1881 with
certain Indiana lines under the name of the
Toledo, Cincinnati & St. Louis Railroad. During
1882 a narrow-gauge road was constructed from
Ridge Farm, in Vermilion County, to East St.
Louis (172 miles). In 1885 this was sold under
foreclosure and, in June, 1886, consolidated with
the main line under the name of the Toledo, St.
Louis & Kansas City Railroad. The whole line
was changed to standard gauge in 1887-89, and
otherwise materially improved, but, in 1893,
went into the hands of receivers. Plans of reorganization have been under consideration, but
the receivers were still in control in 1898.

and

manufactures

a
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newspaper.

Population

(1890), 473; (1900), 497.

TO>TY, Chevalier Henry

de, explorer

and

sol-

What is
born at Gaeta, Italy, about 1650
now known as the Tontine system of insurance
undoubtedly originated with his father. The
younger Tonty was adventurous, and, even as a
youth, took part in numerous land and naval
encounters. In the course of his experience lie
lost a hand, which was replaced by an iron or
copper substitute. He embarked with La Salle
dier,

in 1678,

and aided in the construction of a fort at
He advanced into the country of the
and established friendly relations with

Niagara.
Illinois

them, only to witness the defeat of his putative
savage allies by the Iroquois. After various
encounters (chiefly under the direction of La
Salle) with the Indians in Illinois, he returned
The same year under La
to Green Bay in 1681.
Salle's orders he began the erection of Fort St.
Louis, on what is now called "Starved Rock" in
La Salle County. In 1682 he descended the Mississippi to its mouth, with La Salle, but was
ordered back to Mackinaw for assistance. In
1684 he returned to Illinois and successfully
repulsed the Iroquois from Fort St. Louis. In
1686 he again descended the Mississippi in search
Disheartened by the death of his
of La Salle.
commander and the loss of his early comrades,
he took up his residence with the Illinois Indians.
Among them he was found by Iberville in 1700,
He died, in Mobile,
as a hunter and fur-trader.
He was La Salle's most effiin September, 1704.
cient coadjutor, and next to his ill-fated leader,
did more than any other of the early French
explorers to make Illinois known to the civilized

—

—

world.

TOPOGRAPHY.

Illinois

is,

generally speak-

If low water at
an elevated table-land.
Cairo be adopted as the maximum depression, and
the summits of the two ridges hereinafter men-

ing,

TOLEDO, WABASH & WESTERN RAILROAD. (See Wabash Railroad.)
TOLONO, a city in Champaign County, situated at the intersection of the Wabash and the

tioned as the highest points of elevation, the altitude of this table land above the sea-level varies
from 300 to 850 feet, the mean elevation being

about

600

Central Railroads, 9 miles south of Champaign and 37 miles east-northeast of Decatur. It
is the business center of a prosperous agricultural
region.
The town has five churches, a graded
school, a bank, a button factory, and a weekly
newspaper. Population (1880), 905; (1890), 902;

chains,

and

Illinois

(1900), 845.

TONICA,

a village of La Salle County, on the
Central Railway, 9 miles south of La Salle
the district is agricultural, but the place has some
Illinois

The State has no mountain
few hills are probably the result

feet.
its

of unequal denudation during

the drift epoch.
In some localities, particularly in the valley of
the upper Mississippi, the streams have cut
channels from 200 to 300 feet deep through the
nearly horizontal strata, and here are found precipitous scarps, but, for the most part, the
fundamental rocks are covered by a thick layer
of detrital material. In the northwest there is a
broken tract of uneven ground; the central por-
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tion of the State

is

almost wholly

flat prairie,

and, in the alluvial lands in the State, there are
many deep valleys, eroded by the action of
streams. The surface generally slopes toward
the south and southwest, but the uniformity is
broken by two ridges, which cross the State, one
in either extremity. The northern ridge crosses
the Rock River at Grand Detour and the Illinois
at Split Rock, with

an extreme altitude of 800 to
though the altitude of

850 feet above sea level,

Mount

Morris, in Ogle County, exceeds 900 feet.
That in the south consists of a range of hills in
the latitude of Jonesboro, and extending from
Shawneetown to Grand Tower. These hills are
also about 800 feet above the level of the ocean.
The highest point in the State is in Jo Daviess
County, just south of the Wisconsin State line
(near Scale's Mound) reaching an elevation of
1,257 feet above sea-level, while the highest in
the south is in the northeast corner of Pope
County 1,046 feet a spur of the Ozark mounThe following statistics regarding elevatains.
tions are taken from a report of Prof. C. W.
Rolfe, of the University of Illinois, based on
observations made under the auspices of the Illinois Board of World's Fair Commissioners: The
lowest gauge of the Ohio river, at its mouth
(above sea-level), is 268.58 feet, and the mean
level of Lake Michigan at Chicago 581.28 feet.
The altitudes of a few prominent points are as
follows: Highest point in Jackson County, 695
feet; "Bald Knob" in Union County, 985; highest point in Cook County (Barrington), 818; in La
Salle County (Mendota), 747; in Livingston
(Strawn), 770; in Will (Monee), 804; in Pike
(Arden), 790; in Lake (Lake Zurich), 880; in
Bureau, 910; in Boone, 1,010; in Lee (Carnahan),
1,017; in Stephenson (Waddam's Grove), 1,018;
in Kane (Briar Hill). 974; in Winnebago, 985.
The elevations of important towns are: Peoria,

—

465;

—

Jacksonville, 602;

Springfield, 596;

Gales-

burg, 755; Joliet. 537; Rockford, 728; Blooming-

Outside of the immediate valleys of
the streams, and a few isolated groves or copses,
little timber is found in the northern and central
portions of the State, and such growth as there
is, lacks the thriftiness characteristic of the forests in the Ohio valley.
These forests cover a
belt extending some sixty miles north of Cairo,
and, while they generally include few coniferous
trees, they abound in various species of oak,
black and white walnut, white and yellow poplar, ash, elm, sugar-maple, linden, honey locust,
Cottonwood, mulberry, sycamore, pecan, persimmon, and (in the immediate valley of the Ohio)
ton, 821.

From a commercial point of view,
nothing through the lack of timber
over three-fourths of the State's area. Chicago
is an accessible market for the product of the
forests of the upper lakes, so that the supply of
lumber is ample, while extensive coal-fields sup-

the cypress.

Illinois loses

The rich soil of the prairies,
abundance of organic matter (see Geological Formations) more than compensates for
the want of pine forests, whose soil is ill adapted
About two-thirds of the entire
to agriculture.
boundary of the State consists of navigable
waters. These, with their tributary streams,
ply abundant fuel.

with

its

,

ensure sufficient drainage.

TORREIVS LAND TITLE SYSTEM. A system
for the registration of titles to,

and incumbrances

upon, land, as well as transfers thereof, intended
to remove all unnecessary obstructions to the
cheap, simple and safe sale, acquisition and
transfer of realty. The system has been in successful operation in Canada, Australia, New Zea-

land and British Columbia for
it is

also in force in

Union.

An

some States

many
in the

and
American

years,

act providing for

its introduction
passed by the Twentyninth General Assembly, and approved, June 13,
1895.
The final legislation in reference thereto
was enacted by the succeeding Legislature, and
was approved, May 1, 1897. It is far more elaborate in its consideration of details, and is believed
to be, in many respects, much better adapted to
accomplish the ends in view, than was the original act of 1895. The law is applicable only to
counties of the first and second class, and can be
adopted in no county except by a vote of a
majority of the qualified voters of the same the
vote "for" or "against" to be taken at either the
November or April elections, or at an election
for the choice of Judges.
Thus far the only
county to adopt the system has been Cook, and
there it encountered strong opposition on the
part of certain parties of influence and wealth.
After its adoption, a test case was brought, raising the question of the constitutionality' of the
The issue was taken to the Supreme Court,
act.
which tribunal Anally upheld the law. —The
Torrens system substitutes a certificate of regis-

into

Illinois

was

first

—

and of transfer for the more elaborate
deeds and mortgages in use for centuries. Under
it there can be no actual transfer of a title until
the same is entered upon the public land registration

kept in the office of the Registrar, in which
case the deed or mortgage becomes a mere power
of attorney to authorize the transfer to be made,

ter,

upon the principle of an ordinary stock

transfer,
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or of the registration of a United States bond,
the actual transfer and public notice thereof
being simultaneous. A brief synopsis of the pro-

subject.
For the purpose of preserving evidence
of the owner's handwriting, a receipt for the

the Illinois statute is given below:
Recorders of deeds are made Registrars, and
required to give bonds of either §50,000 or $200,000, according to the population of the county.
Any person or corporation, having an interest in
land, may make application to any court having

required of him, which

visions of

chancery jurisdiction, to have his

title

thereto

Such application must be in writsigned and verified by oath, and must conform, in matters of specification and detail, with
the requirements of the act. The court may refer
the application to one of the standing examiners
appointed by the Registrar, who are required to
be competent attorneys and to give bond to examine into the title, as well as the truth of the
applicant's statements. Immediately upon the
filing of the application, notice thereof is given
by the clerk, through publication and the issuance
of a summons to be served, as in other proceedings in chancery, against all persons mentioned
in the petition as having or claiming any interAny person interest in the property described.
ested, whether named as a defendant or not, may
enter an appearance within the time allowed. A
failure to enter an appearance is regarded as a
confession by default. The court, in passing
upon the application, is in no case bound by the
examiner's report, but may require other and
further proof and, in its final adjudication, passes
upon all questions of title and incumbrance,
directing the Registrar to register the title in the
party in whom it is to be vested, and making
provision as to the manner and order in which
incumbrances thereon shall appear upon the
An appeal may be
certificate to be issued.
allowed to the Supreme Court, if prayed at the
time of entering the decree, upon like terms as
in other cases in chancery and a writ of error
may be sued out from that tribunal within two
years after the entry of the order or decree.
The period last mentioned may be said to be the
statutory period of limitation, after which the
decree of the court must be regarded as final,
although safeguards are provided for those who
may have been defrauded, and for a few other
classes of persons.
Upon the filing of the order
or decree of the court, it becomes the duty of the
Registrar to issue a certificate of title, the form
of which is prescribed by the act, making such
notations at the end as shall show and preserve
the priorities of all estates, mortgages, incumbrances and changes to which the owner's title is
registered.
ing,

;

;

duly witnessed or acknowledged, is
is preserved in the Regis-

certificate,

office.
In case any registered owner
should desire to transfer the whole or any part of
his estate, or any interest therein, he is required
to execute a conveyance to the transferee, which,

trar's

together with the certificate of title last issued,
must be surrendered to the Registrar. That

thereupon issues a new certificate, stamping the word "cancelled" across the surrendered
certificate, as well as upon the corresponding
entry in his books of record. When land is first
brought within the operation of the act, the
receiver of the certificate of title is required to
pay to the Registrar one-tenth of one per cent of
the value of the land, the aggregate so received
to be deposited with and invested by the County
Treasurer, and reserved as an indemnity fund
for the reimbursement of persons sustaining any
loss through any omission, mistake or malfeasance of the Registrar or his subordinates. The
advantage claimed for the Torrens system is,
chiefly, that titles registered thereunder can be
dealt with more safely, quickly and inexpensively
than under the old system it being possible to
close the entire transaction within an hour or
two, without the need of an abstract of title,
while (as the law is administered in Cook County)
the cost of transfer is only $3. It is asserted that
a title, once registered, can be dealt with almost
official

;

as quickly

and cheaply, and quite as

safely, as

shares of stock or registered bonds.
TOULON v the county-seat of Stark County,

the Peoria

& Rock Island

on

Railroad, 37 miies north-

northwest of Peoria, and 11 miles southeast of
Galva. Besides the county court- house, the town
has five churches and a high school, an academy,
steam granite works, two banks, and two weekly
papers. Population (1880), 967; (1890), 945; (1900),
1,057.

TOWER HILL, a village of Shelby County, on
the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis
and the Baltimore & Ohio Southwestern Railroads, 7 miles east of Pana; has bank, grain elePop. (1900), 615.
vators, and coal mine.
TOWNSHENI), Ptichard W., lawyer and Congressman, was born in Prince George's County,
Between the ages of 10
Md., April 30, 1840.
and 18 he attended public and private schools
In 1858 he came to
at Washington, D. C.
Illinois, where he began teaching, at the same
time reading law with S. S. Marshall, at McLeansboro, where he was admitted to the bar
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in 1882, and where he began practice. From 1863
to 1868 he was Circuit Clerk of Hamilton County,
and, from 1868 to 1872, Prosecuting Attorney for
the Twelfth Judicial Circuit. In 1873 he removed
to

Shawneetown, where he became an

officer of

the Gallatin National Bank. From 1C64 to 1875
he was a member of the Democratic State Central Committee, and a delegate to the National
Democratic Convention at Baltimore, in 1872.
For twelve years (1877 to 1889) he represented
his District in Congress; was re-elected in 1888,
but died, March 9, 1889, a few days after the
beginning of his seventh term.
TRACY, John M., artist, was born in Illinois
about 1842; served in an Illinois regiment during
the Civil War; studied painting in Paris in
1866-76 established himself as a portrait painter
in St. Louis and, later, won a high reputation as
a painter of animals, being regarded as an authority on the anatomy of the horse and the dog.
;

Died, at Ocean Springs, Miss.,

TREASURERS.

March

20, 1893.

(See State Treasurers.)

TREAT, Samuel Hubbel, lawyer and jurist,
was born at Plainfield, Otsego County, N. Y.
June 21, 1811, worked on his father's farm and
studied law at Richfield, where he was admitted
to practice. In 1834 he came to Springfield, 111.,
traveling most of the way on foot. Here he
formed a partnership with George Forquer, who
had held the offices of Secretary of State and
Attorney-General. In 1839 he was appointed a
Circuit Judge, and, on the reorganization of the

Supreme Court in 1841, was elevated to the
Supreme bench, being acting Chief Justice at the
time of the adoption of the Constitution of 1848.
Having been elected to the Supreme bench under
the new Constitution, he remained in office until
March, 1855, when he resigned to take the position of Judge of the United States District Court
for the Southern District of Illinois, to which he
had been appointed by President Pierce. This
position he continued to occupy until his death,

which occurred at Springfield, March 27, 1887.
Judge Treat's judicial career was one of the longest in the history of the State, covering

a period

which fourteen were
spent upon the Supreme bench, and thirty-two
in the position of Judge of the United States Disof

forty-eight years, of

trict Court.

TREATIES.
Treaties.

(See Greenville, Treaty of; Indian

)

TREE, Lambert, jurist, diplomat and ex-Congressman, was born in Washington, D. C, Nov.
29, 1832, of an ancestry distinguished in the War
of the Revolution. He received a superior clas-

sical and professional education, and was admitted to the bar, at Washington, in October, 1855.
Removing to Chicago soon afterward, his profes-

sional career has been

chiefly connected with
In 1864 he was chosen President of
the Law Institute, and served as Judge of the
Circuit Court of Cook County, from 1870 to 1875,
when he resigned. The three following years he
spent in foreign travel, returning to Chicago in
1878.
In that year, and again in 1880, he was
the Democratic candidate for Congress from the
Fourth Illinois District, but was defeated by his
Republican opponent. In 1885 he was the candidate of his party for United States Senator, but
was defeated by John A. Logan, by one vote. In
1884 he was a member of the National Democratic

that city.

Convention which

first

nominated Grover Cleve-

July, 1885, President

Cleveland
appointed him Minister to Belgium, conferring
the Russian mission upon him in September, 1888.
On March 3, 1889, he resigned this post and
returned home. In 1890 he was appointed by
President Harrison a Commissioner to the International Monetary Conference at Washington.
The year before he had attended (although not as
a delegate) the International Conference, at Brussels, looking to the suppression of the slave-trade,
where he exerted all his influence on the side of
humanity. In 1892 Belgium conferred upon him
the distinction of "Councillor of Houor" upon its
commission to the World's Columbian Exposition.
In 1896 Judge Tree was one of the most
earnest opponents of the free-silver policy, and,
after the Spanish-American War, a zealous advocate of the policy of retaining the territory
acquired from Spain.
TREMONT, a town of Tazewell County, on the
Peoria Division of the Cleveland, Cincinnati,
Chicago & St. Louis Railway, 9 miles southeast
of Pekin;
has two banks, two telephone
exchanges, and one newspaper. Pop. (1900), 768.
TRENTON, a town of Clinton County, on the
Baltimore & Ohio Southwestern Railway, 31 miles
east of St. Louis: in agricultural district; has
creamery, milk condensery, two coal mines, six
churches, a public school and one newspaper.
Pop. (1890), 1,384; (1900). 1,706; (1904), about 2,000.
TROY, a village of Madison County, on the
Terre Haute & Indianapolis railroad, 21 miles
northeast of St. Louis has churches, a bank and
a newspaper. Pop. (1900), 1,080.
TRUITT, James Madison, lawyer and soldier,
a native of Trimble County, Ky. was born Feb.
12, 1842, but lived in Illinois since 1843, his father
land, and,

in

;

,

having settled near Carrollton that year; was
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educated at Hillsboro and at McKendree College
enlisted in the One Hundred and Seventeenth
Illinois Volunteers in 1862, and was promoted
from the ranks to Lieutenant. After the war he
studied law with Jesse J. Phillips, now of the

Supreme Court, and, in 1872, was elected
Twenty -eighth General Assembly, and, in
Presidential Elector on the

Republican

to the
1888, a

ticket.

Mr. Truitt has been twice a prominent but unsuccessful candidate for the Republican nomination
His home is at Hillsboro,
for Attorney-General.
where he is engaged in the practice of his profession.

Died July

26, 1900.

TRUMBULL, Lyman,
Colchester, Conn., Oct.

statesman, was born at

12, 1813,

descended from

a historical family, being a grand-nephew of
Gov. Jonathan Trumbull, of Connecticut, from
whom the name "Brother Jonathan" was derived
as an appellation for Americans. Having received
an academic education in his native town, at the
age of 16 he began teaching a district school near
his home, went South four years later, and en-

gaged in teaching at Greenville, Ga. Here he
studied law with Judge Hiram Warner, afterwards of the Supreme Court, and was admitted to
the bar in 1837. Leaving Georgia the same year, he
came to Illinois on horseback, visiting Vandalia,
Belleville, Jacksonville, Springfield, Tremont and
La Salle, and finally reaching Chicago, then a
At
village of four or five thousand inhabitants.
Jacksonville he obtained a license to practice
from Judge Lockwood, and, after visiting Michigan and his native State, he settled at Belleville,
which continued to be his home for twenty years.
His entrance into public life began with his election as Representative in the General Assembly
in 1840.

This was followed, in February, 1841,

by his appointment by Governor Carlin, Secretary of State, as the successor of Stephen A.
Douglas, who, after holding the position only two
months, had resigned to accept a seat on the
Supreme bench. Here he remained two years,
when he was removed by Governor Ford, March

was elected a
Supreme Court, was re-elected in
1852, but resigned in 1853 on account of impaired
health.
A year later (1854) he was elected to
Congress from the Belleville District as an anti-

4,

1843, but, five years later (1848),

Justice of the

Nebraska Democrat, but, before taking his seat,
was promoted to the United States Senate, as the
successor of General Shields in the memorable contest of 1855, which resulted in the defeat of Abra-

ham Lincoln. Senator Trumbull's career of
eighteen years in the United States Senate (being
re-elected in 1861 and 1867) is one of the most

memorable
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in the history of that body, covering,

whole history of the war for the
Union, and the period of reconstruction which

as

it

does, the

followed it. During this period, as Chairman of
the Senate Committee on Judiciary, he had more
to do in shaping legislation on war and reconstruction measures than any other single member
of that body.
While he disagreed with a large
majority of his Republican associates on the cmestion of Andrew Johnson's impeachment, he was
always found in sympathy with them on the vital
questions affecting the war and restoration of the
Union. The Civil Rights Bill and Freedmen's

Bureau

Bills were shaped by his hand.
In 1872
he joined in the ''Liberal Republican" movement
and afterwards co-operated with the Democratic
party, being their candidate for Governor in
1880.
From 1863 his home was in Chicago,
where, after retiring from the Senate, he continued in the practice of his profession until his
death, which occurred in that city, June 25, 1896.

TUG MILLS.
machine used

These were a sort of primitive

and
The mechanism consisted of an
into the upper end of which were

in grinding corn in Territorial

early State days.

upright shaft,
fastened bars, resembling those in the capstan of
a ship. Into the outer end of each of these bars
was driven a pin. A belt, made of a broad strip
of ox-hide, twisted into a sort of rope, was
stretched around these pins and wrapped twice
around a circular piece of wood called a trundle
head, through which passed a perpendicular flat
bar of iron, which turned the mill-stone, usually
about eighteen inches in diameter. From the
upright shaft projected a beam, to which were
hitched on6 or two horses, which furnished the
motive power. Oxen were sometimes employed

power in lieu of horses. These rudimentary contrivances were capable of grinding

as motive

about twelve bushels of corn, each, per day.
TULEY, Murray Floyd, lawyer and jurist, was
born at Louisville, Ky., March 4, 1827, of English
extraction and descended from the early settlers
of Virginia. His father died in 1832, and, eleven
years later, his mother, having married Col.
Richard J. Hamilton, for many years a prominent
lawyer of Chicago, removed with her family to
that city. Young Tuley began reading law with
his step-father and completed his studies at the
Louisville Law Institute in 1847, the same year
being admitted to the bar in Chicago. About the
same time he enlisted in the Fifth Illinois Volunteers for service in the Mexican War, and was
commissioned First Lieutenant. The war having
ended, he settled at Santa Fe, N. M., where he
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practiced law, also served as Attorney-General
and in the Territorial Legislature. Returning to
Chicago in 1854, he was associated in practice,
successively, with Andrew Harvie, Judge Gary
and J. N. Barker, and finally as head of the firm
of Tuley, Stiles

&

Lewis.

From

1869 to 1873 he

was Corporation Counsel, and during this time
framed the General Incorporation Act for Cities,
under which the City of Chicago was reincorporated. In 1879 he was elevated to the bench
of the Circuit Court of Cook County, and reelected every six years thereafter, his last election

being in 1897. He is now serving his fourth
term, some ten years of his incumbency having
been spent in the capacity of Chief Justice.

TUNNICLIFFE, Damon
was born

in

G.,

lawyer and

Herkimer County, N.

Y.,

jurist,

August

20,

1829; at the age of 20, emigrated to Illinois, set-

tling in

Vermont, Fulton County, where, for a

He
in mercantile pursuits.
subsequently studied law, and was admitted to
the bar in 1853. In 1854 he established himself
at Macomb, McDonough County, where he built
up a large and lucrative practice. In 1868 he
was chosen Presidential Elector on the Republican ticket, and, from February to June, 1885,
by appointment of Governor Oglesby, occupied a
seat on the bench of the Supreme Court, vice
Pinkney H. Walker, deceased, who had been one
time, he

of his

was engaged

first

professional preceptors.

TURCHIN, John

Basil (Ivan Vasilevitch Turand author, was born
in Russia, Jan. 30, 1822.
He graduated from the
artillery school at St. Petersburg, in 1841, and
was commissioned ensign participated in the
Hungarian campaign of 1849, and, in 1852, was
assigned to the staff of the Imperial Guards;
served through the Crimean War, rising to the
rank of Colonel, and being made senior staff
officer of the active corps.
In 1856 he came to
this country, settling in Chicago, and, for five
years, was in the service of the Illinois Central
Railway Company as topographical engineer. In
1861 he was commissioned Colonel of the Nineteenth Illinois Volunteers, and, after leading his

chinoff), soldier, engineer

;

regiment in Missouri, Kentucky and Alabama,
was, on July 7, 1862, promoted to a BrigadierGeneralship, being attached to the Army of the
Cumberland until 1864, when he resigned. After
the war he was, for six years, solicitor of patents
at Chicago, but, in 1873, returned to engineering.
In 1879 he established a Polish colony at Radom,
in Washington County, in this State, and settled
as a farmer. He is an occasional contributor to
the press, writing usually on military or scientific

and is the author of the "Campaign and
Chickamauga" (Chicago, 1888).
TURNER (now WEST CHICAGO), a town and
manufacturing center in Winfield Township, Du
Page County, 30 miles west of Chicago, at the
junction of two divisions of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy, the Elgin, Joliet & Eastern and the
Chicago & Northwestern Railroads.
The town
has a rolling-mill, manufactories of wagons and
pumps, and railroad repair shops. It also has five
churches, a graded school, and two newspapers.
Pop. (1900), 1,877; with suburb, 2,270.
TURNER, (Col.) Henry L., soldier and realestate operator, was born at Oberlin, Ohio,
August 26, 1845, and received a part of his education in the college there. During the Civil
subjects,

Battle of

War

he served as First Lieutenant in the One
Fiftieth Ohio Volunteers, and
later, with the same rank in a colored regiment,
taking part in the operations about Richmond,
the capture of Fort Fisher, of Wilmington and of
Gen. Joe Johnston's army.
Coming to Chicago after the close of the war, he became connected with the business office of "The Advance,"
but later was employed in the banking house of
Jay Cooke & Co. in Philadelphia. On the failure
of that concern, in 1872, he returned to Chicago
and bought "The Advance," which he conducted
some two years, when he sold out and engaged in
the real estate business, with which he has since
been identified being President of the Chicago
Real Estate Board in 1888. He has also been

Hundred and

,

—

President of the Western Publishing Company
and a Trustee of Oberlin College. Colonel Turner
is

an enthusiastic member of the

Illinois

National

Guard and, on the declaration of war between the
United States and Spain, in April, 1898, promptly
resumed his connection with the First Regiment
of the Guard, and finally led it to Santiago de
Cuba during the fighting there — his regiment
being the only one from Illinois to see actual service in the field during the progress of the war.

won the admiration of his comthe entire nation by the manner in
he discharged his duty. The regiment

Colonel Turner

mand and

which
was mustered out

at Chicago, Nov. 17, 1898,

he retired to private

TURNER, John

when

life.

Bice, Railway President,

was

born at Colchester, Delaware County, N. Y., Jan.
14, 1799; after a brief business career in his
native State, he became identified with the construction and operation of railroads.

Among

the

works with which he was thus connected, were
the Delaware Division of the New York & Erie
and the Troy & Schenectady Roads. In 1843 he
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having previously purchased a
In 1847 he
joined with W. B. Ogden and others, in resuscitating the Galena & Chicago Union Railway,
which had been incorporated in 1836. He became
President of the Company in 1850, and assisted in
constructing various sections of road in Northern
Illinois and Wisconsin, which have since become
portions of the Chicago & Northwestern system.
He was also one of the original Directors of the
North Side Street Railway Company, organized
to Chicago,

large body of land at Blue Island.

in 1859.

Died, Feb.

26, 1871.

TURNER, Jonathan

Baldwin, educator and
was born in Templeton, Mass., Dec.
grew up on a farm and, before reaching

agriculturist,
7,

1805;

began teaching in a country school.
After spending a short time in an academy at
Salem, in 1827 he entered the preparatory department of Yale College, supporting himself, in part,
by manual labor and teaching in a gymnasium.
In 1829 he matriculated in the classical department at Yale, graduated in 1833, and the same
year accepted a position as tutor in Illinois College at Jacksonville, 111., which had been opened,,
three years previous, by the late Dr. J. M. Sturtevant.
In the next fourteen years he gave instruction in nearly every branch embraced in the
college curriculum, though holding, during most
of this period, the chair of Rhetoric and English
Literature. In 1847 he retired from college
his majority,

duties to give attention to scientific agriculture,
in

which he had always manifested a deep interThe cultivation and sale of the Osage orange

est.

as a hedge- plant

many

years,

and

now

occupied his attention for

its

successful introduction in

—

Illinois and other Western States where the
absence of timber rendered some substitute a
necessity for fencing purposes was largely due
At the same time he took a deep
to his efforts.
interest in the cause of practical scientific education for the industrial classes, and, about 1850,
began formulating that system of industrial education which, after twelve years of labor and
agitation, he had the satisfaction of seeing
recognized in the act adopted by Congress, and
approved by President Lincoln, in July, 1862,
making liberal donations of public lands for the
establishment of "Industrial Colleges" in the
several States, out of which grew the University
of Illinois at Champaign. While Professor Tur-

—

ner had zealous colaborers in this field, in Illinois
and elsewhere, to him, more than to any other
single man in the Nation, belongs the credit for
(See Education,
this magnificent achievement.

and University of

Illinois. )

He was

also

one of
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the chief factors in founding and building up
the Illinois State Teachers' Association, and the
State Agricultural and Horticultural Societies.
His address on "The Millennium of Labor,"
delivered at the first State Agricultural Fair at
Springfield, in 1853, is still

remembered

as

mark-

A
ing an era in industrial progress in Illinois.
zealous champion of free thought, in both political
and religious affairs, he long bore the reproach
which attached to the radical Abolitionist, only
to enjoy, in later years, the respect universally
accorded to those who had the courage and
independence to avow their honest convictions.
Prof. Turner was twice an unsuccessful candidate
for Congress once as a Republican and once as
an "Independent" and wrote much on political,
religious and educational topics.
The evening of
an honored and useful life was spent among

—

—

friends in Jacksonville,

more than sixty

which was

his

home

for

years, his death taking place in

at the

that city, Jan.

10, 1899,

93 years. —Mrs.

Mary Turner

advanced age of

Carriel, at the pres-

ent time (1899) one of the Trustees of the University of Illinois, is Prof. Turner's only daughter.

TURNER, Thomas J., lawyer and Congressman, born in Trumbull County, Ohio, April 5,
1815.
Leaving home at the age of 18, he spent
three years in Indiana and in the mining districts about Galena and in Southern Wisconsin,
locating in Stephenson County, in 1836, where he
was admitted to the bar in 1840, and elected
Probate Judge in 1841. Soon afterwards Governor Ford appointed him Prosecuting Attorney,
in which capacity he secured the conviction and
punishment of the murderers of Colonel DavenIn 1846 he was elected to Congress as a
port.
Democrat, and, the following year, founded "The
Prairie Democrat" (afterward "The Freeport
Bulletin"), the first newspaper published in the
county. Elected to the Legislature in 1854, he
was chosen Speaker of the House, the next year
becoming the first Mayor of Freeport. He was a
member of the Peace Conference of 1861, and, in
May of that year, was commissioned, by Governor
Yates, Colonel of the Fifteenth Illinois Volunteers, but resigned in 1862.
He served as a mem-

ber of the Constitutional Convention of 1869-70,
was again elected to the Legislature, where he received the Democratic caucus
and, in 1871,

nomination for United States Senator against
General Logan. In 1871 he removed to Chicago,
and was twice an unsuccessful candidate for the
office of State's Attorney.
In February, 1874, he
went to Hot Springs, Ark., for medical treatment,

and died

there, April 3 following.
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TUSCOLA,

a

city

and

the

county-seat

of

Douglas County, located at the intersection of the
Illinois Central and two other trunk lines of railway, 22 miles south of Champaign, and 36 miles
Besides a brick court-house it
east of Decatur.
has five churches, a graded school, a national
bank, two weekly newspapers and two establishments for the manufacture of carriages and
wagons. Population (1880), 1,457; (1890), 1,897;
(1900), 2,569.

TUSCOLA, CHARLESTON & VINCENNES
RAILROAD. (See Toledo, St. Louis & Kansas
City Railroad.

TUTHILL, Richard

Stanley, jurist, was born

at Vergennes, Jackson County,

111., Nov. 10, 1841.
After passing through the common schools of his
native county, he took a preparatory course in a
high school at St. Louis and in Illinois College,
Jacksonville, when he entered Middlebury ColImmediately
lege, Vt., graduating there in 1863.
thereafter he joined the Federal army at Vicksburg, and, after serving for some time in a company of scouts attached to General Logan's
command, was commissioned a Lieutenant in the
First Michigan Light Artillery, with which he
served until the close of the war, meanwhile
being twice promoted. During this time he was
with General Sherman in the march to Meridian,
and in the Atlanta campaign, also took part with
General Thomas in the operations against the
rebel General Hood in Tennessee, and in the
battle of Nashville.
Having resigned his commission in May, 1865, he took up the study of
law, which he had prosecuted as he had opportunity while in the army, and was admitted to the
bar at Nashville in 1866, afterwards serving for
a time as Prosecuting Attorney on the Nashville
circuit.
In 1873 he removed to Chicago, two
years later was elected City Attorney and reelected in 1877 was a delegate to the Republican
National Convention of 1880 and, in 1884, was
appointed United States District Attorney for
the Northern District, serving until 1886. In
1887 he was elected Judge of the Circuit Court of
Cook County to fill the vacancy caused by the
death of Judge Rogers, was re-elected for a full
term in 1891, and again in 1897.
TYNDALE, Sharon, Secretary of State, born in
Philadelphia, Pa., Jan. 19, 1816; at the age of 17
came to Belleville, 111., and was engaged for a
time in mercantile business, later being employed
in a surveyor's corps under the internal improvement system of 1837. Having married in 1839,
he returned soon after to Philadelphia, where he
engaged in mercantile business with his father
;

then came to Illinois, a second time, in 1845, spending a year or two in business at Peoria. About
1847 he returned to Belleville and entered upon a
course of mathematical study, with a view to
fitting himself more thoroughly for the profession
of a civil engineer. In 1851 he graduated in
engineering at Cambridge, Mass. after which he
was employed for a time on the Sunbury & Erie
,

Railroad,

and

later

on certain

Illinois railroads.

In 1857 he was elected County Surveyor of St.
Clair County, and, in 1861, by appointment of
President Lincoln, became Postmaster of the city
of Belleville. He held this position until 1864,
when he received the Republican nomination for
Secretary of State and was elected, remaining in
office four years.
He was an earnest advocate,
and virtually author, of the first act for the registration of voters in Illinois, passed at the session
of 1865. After retiring from office in 1869, he
continued to reside in Springfield, and was employed for a time in the survey of the Gilman,
Clinton & Springfield Railway now the Springfield Division of the Illinois Central.
At an early
hour on the morning of April 29, 1871, while
going from his home to the railroad station at
Springfield, to take the train for St. Louis, he was
assassinated upon the street by shooting, as supposed for the purpose of robbery his dead body
being found a few hours later at the scene of the
tragedy. Mr. Tyndale was a brother of Gen.
Hector Tyndale of Pennsylvania, who won a
high reputation by his services during the war.
His second wife, who survived him, was a
daughter of Shadrach Penn, an editor of considerable reputation who was the contemporary
and rival of George D. Prentice at Louisville, for

—

—

some

years.

"UNDERGROUND RAILROAD," THE. A
would be incomplete without

history of Illinois

reference to the unique system which existed
there, as in other Northern States, from forty to

known by the somewhat mys"The Underground Railroad."

seventy years ago,
terious title of

The origin

of the

term has been traced (probably

in a spirit of facetiousness) to the expression of

a Kentucky planter who, having pursued a fugitive slave across the Ohio River, was so surprised
by his sudden disappearance, as soon as he had
reached the opposite shore, that he was led to
remark, "The nigger must have gone off on an
underground road." From "underground road"
to "undergi-ound railroad," the transition

would

appear to have been easy, especially in view of
the increased facility with which the work was
performed when railroads came into use. For
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readers of the present generation,

it

may

be well

what "The Underground Railroad"

to explain
really was.

It

may

be defined as the figurative

appellation for a spontaneous movement in the
sometimes, into the
free States extending,

—

slave States themselves

—to assist

slaves in their

from bondage to freedom. The
movement dates back to a period close to the
Revolutionary War, long before it received a
Assistance given to fugitives
definite name.
from one State by citizens of another, became a
cause of complaint almost as soon as the Government was organized. In fact, the first President
efforts to escape

himself lost a slave who took refuge at Portsmouth, N. H., where the public sentiment was
so strong against his return, that the patriotic
and philosophic "Father of his Country" chose
to let him remain unmolested, rather than "excite
a mob or riot, or even uneasy sensations, in the
minds of well-disposed citizens." That the mat-

was already one of concern in the minds of
slaveholders, is shown by the fact that a provision
was inserted in the Constitution for their conciliation, guaranteeing the return of fugitives from
labor, as well as from justice, from one State to
ter

another.

In 1793 Congress passed the

first

Fugitive Slave

Law, which was signed by President WashingThis law provided that the owner, his
ton.
agent or attorney, might follow the slave into
any State or Territory, and, upon oath or affidavit before a court or magistrate, be entitled
Any person who
to a warrant for his return.
should hinder the arrest of the fugitive, or who

should harbor, aid or assist him, knowing him
was subject to a fine of §500 for each
In 1850, fifty-seven years later, the first
offense.
act having proved inefficacious, or conditions
having changed, a second and more stringent
law was enacted. This is the one usually referred
It provided for
to in discussions of the subject.
an increased fine, not to exceed §1,000, and imprisonment not exceeding six months, with
liability for civil damages to the party injured.
No proof of ownership was required beyond the
statement of a claimant, and the accused was not
permitted to testify for himself. The fee of the
United States Commissioner, before whom the
case was tried, was ten dollars if he found for
the claimant: if not, five dollars. This seemed
to be such,

—

to

many an

made

it

indirect

form of bribery;

clearly, it

to the Judge's pecuniary advantage to

The law made
white man to arrest,
and carry into slavery, any free negro who could
decide in favor of the claimant.

it

possible

and easy

for a
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not immediately prove, by other witnesses, that
he was born free, or had purchased his freedom.
Instead of discouraging the disposition, on
the part of the opponents of slavery, to aid fugitives in their efforts to reach a region where
they would be secure in their freedom, the effect
of the Fugitive Slave

Law of

1850 (as that of 1793

had been in a smaller degree) was the very oppounless,
site of that intended by its authors
indeed, they meant to make matters worse. The

—

jDrovisions of the act seemed, to

many

people, so

unfair, so one-sided, that they rebelled in spirit

and refused to be made parties to its enforcement. The law aroused the anti-slavery sentiment of the North, and stimulated the active
friends of the fugitives to take greater risks in
their behalf.
New efforts on the part of the

slaveholders were
evade, hinder

And

and

met by a determination

to

nullify the law.

here a strange anomaly

is

presented.

The

slaveholder, in attempting to recover his slave,

was acting within his
The slave was

rights.

constitutional and legal
his property in law.

He

had purchased or inherited his bondman on the
same plane with his horse or his land, and, apart
from the right to hold a human being in bondage, regarded his legal rights to the one as good
as the other.
From a legal standpoint his position was impregnable.
The slave was his, representing so much of money value, and whoever

was instrumental

in the loss of that slave was,
both theoretically and technically, a partner in
robbery. Therefore he looked on "The Underground Railway" as the work of thieves, and entertained bitter hatred toward all concerned in its
operation.
On the other hand, men who were,
in all other respects, good citizens often religiously devout and pillars of the church became
bold and flagrant violators of the law in relation
to this sort of property. They set at nought a

—

—

plain provision of the Constitution and the act of

Congress for its enforcement. Without hope of
personal gain or reward, at the risk of fine and
imprisonment, with the certainty of social ostracism and bitter opposition, they harbored the
fugitive and helped him forward on every
occasion.
And why? Because they saw in him
a man, with the same inherent right to "life,
liberty and the pursuit of happiness" that they
themselves possessed. To them this was a higher
law than any Legislature, State or National, could
enact.
They denied that there could be truly
such a thing as property in man. Believing that
the law violated human rights, they justified
themselves in rendering it null and void.
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For the most part, the "Underground Railroad" operators and promoters were plain,
obscure men, without hope of fame or desire for
notoriety. Yet there were some whose names
are conspicuous in history, such as Wendell
Phillips, Thomas Wentworth Higginson and
Theodore Parker of Massachusetts Gerrit Smith
and Thurlow Weed of New York; Joshua R.
Giddings of Ohio, and Owen Lovejoy of Illinois.
These had their followers and sympathizers in
all the Northern States, and even in some porIt is a curious fact, that
tions of the South.
some of the most active spirits connected with
the "Underground Railroad" w ere natives of the
South, or had resided there long enough to
become thoroughly acquainted with the "institution." Levi Coffin, who had the reputation of
being the "President of the Underground Railroad" at least so far as the region west of the
Ohio was concerned was an active operator on
the line in North Carolina before his removal
from that State to Indiana in 1826. Indeed, as a
system, it is claimed to have had its origin at
Guilford College, in the "Old North State" in
1819, though the evidence of this may not be

a large party, were made to represent a funeral
Occasionally the train ran on foot,
procession.
for convenience of side-tracking into the woods
or a cornfield, in case of pursuit by a wild loco-

conclusive.

this movement has
been furnished in a recent volume entitled, "The
Underground Railroad from Slavery to Freedom," by Prof. Wilbur H. Siebert, of Ohio State
University and, while it is not wholly free from
errors, both as to individual names and facts, it
will probably remain as the best compilation of
history bearing on this subject especially as the
principal actors are fast passing away. One of
the interesting features of Prof. Siebert's book is
a map purporting to give the principal routes
and stations in the States northwest of the Ohio,
yet the accuracy of this, as well as the correctness of personal names given, has been questioned
by some best informed on the subject. As
might be expected from its geographical position
between two slave States Kentucky and Missouri on the one hand, and the lakes offering a
highway to Canada on the other, it is naturally
to be assumed that Illinois would be an attractive field, both for the fugitive and his sympa-

;

T

—

Owing

—

to the peculiar nature of their business,

no

official reports were made, no lists of officers,
conductors, station agents or operators preserved,
and few records kept which are now accessible.
Consequently, we are dependent chiefly upon the
personal recollection of individual operators for
a history of their transactions. Each station on

the road was the house of a "friend" and it is
significant, in this connection, that in every
settlement of Friends, or Quakers, there was
sure to be a house of refuge for the slave. For
this reason it was, perhaps, that one of the most
frequently traveled lines extended from "Virginia and Maryland through Eastern Pennsylvania, and then on towards New York or directly
to Canada. From the proximity of Ohio to
Virginia and Kentucky, and the fact that it
offered the shortest route through free soil to
Canada, it was traversed by more lines than any
other State,
although Indiana was pretty
thoroughly "grid-ironed" by roads to freedom.
In all, however, the routes were irregular, often
zigzag, for purposes of security, and the "conductor" was any one who conveyed fugitives from
one station to another The "train" was sometimes a farm-wagon, loaded with produce for
market at some town (or depot) on the line, frequently a closed carriage, and it is related that
once, in Ohio, a number of carriages conveying

motive.

Then, again, there were not wanting lawyers
who, in case the operator, conductor or station
agent got into trouble, were ready, without fee or
reward, to defend either him or his human
freight in the courts. These included such

names of national repute as Salmon P. Chase,
Thaddeus Stevens, Charles Sumner, William H.
Seward, Rutherford B. Hayes, Richard H. Dana,

and Isaac N. Arnold, while, taking the whole
country over, their "name was legion." And
there were a few men of wealth, like Thomas
Garrett of Delaware, willing to contribute

money

Although
technically acting in violation of law or, as
claimed by themselves, in obedience to a "higher
law" the time has already come when there is a
disposition to look upon the actors as, in a certain
sense, heroes, and their deeds as fitly belonging
by thousands

to

their

assistance.

—

—

to the field of romance.

The most comprehensive
relating to the

collection of material

history of

;

—

—

—

thizer.

The period of greatest activity of the system in
was between 1840 and 1861 the latter

—

this State

being the year when the pro-slavery party in the
South, by their attempt forcibly to dissolve the
Union, took the business out of the hands of the
secret agents of the "Underground Railroad,"
and in a certain sense placed it in the hands
of the Union armies. It was in 1841 that Abra-

—

—
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ham Lincoln then a conservative opponent of
the extension of slavery on an appeal from a
judgment, rendered by the Circuit Court in Tazewell County, in favor of the holder of a note
given for the service of the indentured slavegirl

—

"Nance," obtained a decision from the

Supreme Court of Illinois upholding the doctrine
that the girl was free under the Ordinance of
1787 and the State Constitution, and that the
note, given to the person who claimed to be her
owner, was void. And it is a somewhat curious
coincidence that the same Abraham Lincoln, as
President of the United States, in the second
year of the War of the Rebellion, issued the
Proclamation of Emancipation which finally

resulted in striking the shackles from the limbs

of every slave in the Union.

In the practical operation of aiding fugitives
it was natural that the towns along
the border upon the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers,
should have served as a sort of entrepots, or
initial stations, for the reception of this class of
freight especially if adjacent to some antislavery community. This was the case at Chester, from which access was easy to Sparta, where
a colony of Covenanters, or Seceders, was
in Illinois,

—

located, and whence a route extended, by way of
Oakdale, Nashville and Centralia, in the direction
of Chicago. Alton offered convenient access to
Bond County, where there was a community of
anti-slavery people at an early day, or the fugitives could be forwarded northward by way of
Jerseyville, Waverly and Jacksonville, about
each of which there was a strong anti-slavery
sentiment. Quincy, in spite of an intense hostility among the mass of the community to anything savoring of abolitionism, became the
theater of great activity on the part of the
opponents of the institution, especially after the
advent there of Dr. David Nelson and Dr. Richard Eells, both of whom had rendered themselves
obnoxious to the people of Missouri by extending
aid to fugitives. The former was a practical

having freed his slaves in his
native State of Virginia, removed to Missouri and
attempted to establish Marion College, a few miles

abolitionist who,

from Palmyra, but was soon driven to Illinois.
Locating near Quincy, he founded the "Mission
Institute" there, at which he continued to disseminate his anti-slavery views, while educating
young men for missionary work. The "Institute" was finally burned by emissaries from Missouri, while three young men who had been
•connected with it, having been caught in Missouri, were condemned to twelve years' confine-
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—

ment in the penitentiary of that State partly on
the testimony of a negro, although a negro was
not then a legal witness in the courts against a
white man. Dr. Eells was prosecuted before
Stephen A. Douglas (then a Judge of the Circuit
Court), and fined for aiding a fugitive to escape,
and the judgment against him was finally confirmed by the Supreme Court after his death, in
1852, ten years after the original indictment.
A map in Professor Siebert's book, showing the
routes and principal stations of the "Undergound
Railroad," makes mention of the following places
in Illinois, in addition to those already referred

Macoupin County; Payson
Adams; Washington, in Tazewell Metamora, in Woodford Magnolia, in Putnam; Galesburg, in Knox; Princeton (the home
to:

Carlinville,

and Mendon,

in

in

;

;

Owen Lovejoy and the Bryants), in Bureau;
and many more. Ottawa appears to have been
the meeting point of a number of lines, as well
of

as the

home

litionists.

of a strong colony of practical abo-

Cairo

also

became

an

important

transfer station for fugitives arriving by river,
after the completion of the Illinois Central Railit offered the speediest way of
reaching Chicago, towards which nearly all the
lines converged.
It was here that the fugitives
could be most safely disposed of by placing them
upon vessels, which, without stopping at intermediate ports, could soon land them on Canadian

road, especially as

soil.

As to methods, these differed according to circumstances, the emergencies of the occasion, or
the taste, convenience or resources of the operator.
Deacon Levi Morse, of Woodford County,
near Metamora, had a route towards Magnolia,
Putnam County; and his favorite "car" was a
farm wagon in which there was a double bottom.
The passengers were snugly placed below, and
grain sacks, filled with bran or other light material,
were laid over, so that the whole presented the
appearance of an ordinary load of grain on its
way to market. The same was true as to stations
and routes. One, who was an operator, says:
"Wherever an abolitionist happened on a fugitive, or the converse, there was a station, for the
time, and the route was to the next anti-slavery
man to the east or the north. As a general rule,
the agent preferred not to know anything beyond
the operation of his own immediate section of the
If he knew nothing about the operations
road.
of another, and the other knew nothing of his,
they could not be witnesses in court.
We have it on the authority of Judge Harvey B.
Hurd, of Chicago, that runaways were usually
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forwarded from that city to Canada by way of the
Lakes, there being several steamers available for
that purpose. On one occasion thirteen were
put aboard a vessel under the eyes of a United
States Marshal and his deputies. The fugitives,
secreted in a woodshed, one by one took the
places of colored stevedores carrying wood
aboard the ship. Possibly the term, "There's a
nigger in the woodpile," may have originated in
Thirteen was an "unlucky numthis incident.
ber" in this instance for the masters.

—

Among the notable trials for assisting runaways
in violation of the Fugitive Slave Law, in addition to the case of Dr. Eells, already mentioned,

were those of Owen Lovejoy of Princeton, and
Deacon Cushing of Will County, both of whom
were defended by Judge James Collins of Chicago. John Hossack and Dr. Joseph Stout of
Ottawa, wT ith some half-dozen of their neighbors
and friends, were tried at Ottawa, in 1859, for
assisting a fugitive and acquitted on a techni-

A

strong array of attorneys, afterwards
widely known through the northern part of the
State, appeared for the defense, including Isaac
N. Arnold, Joseph Knox, B. C. Cook, J. V. Eustace, Edward S. Leland and E. C. Larned. Joseph
T. Morse, of Woodford County, was also arrested,
taken to Peoria and committed to jail, but
cality.

acquitted on

trial.

Another noteworthy case was that of Dr.
Samuel Willard (now of Chicago) and his father,
Julius A. Willard, charged with assisting in the
escape of a fugitive at Jacksonville, in 1843, when
the Doctor was a student in Illinois College.
"The National Corporation Reporter," a few
years ago, gave an account of this affair, together
with a letter from Dr. Willard, in which he states
that, after protracted litigation, during which
the case was carried to the Supreme Court, it was
ended by his pleading guilty before Judge Samuel
D. Lockwood, when he was fined one dollar and
costs the latter amounting to twenty dollars.
The Doctor frankly adds: "My father, as well
as myself, helped many fugitives afterwards."
It did not always happen, however, that offenders
escaped so easily.

—

Judge Harvey B. Hurd, already referred to,
and an active anti-slavery man in the days of the
Fugitive Slave Law, relates the following Once,
when the trial of a fugitive was going on before
Justice Kercheval, in a room on the second floor
of a two-story frame building on Clark Street in
the city of Chicago, the crowd in attendance
filled the room, the stairway and the adjoining
sidewalk. In some way the prisoner got mixed
:

with the audience, and passed down over the
heads of those on the stairs, where the officers
were unable to follow.
In another case, tried before United States
Commissioner Geo. W. Meeker, the result was
made to hinge upon a point in the indictment to
the effect that the fugitive was "copper-colored."
The Commissioner, as the story goes, being inclined to favor public sentiment, called for a large
copper cent, that he might make comparison.
The decision was, that the prisoner was "off
color," so to speak, and he was hustled out of the
room before the officers could re-arrest him, as
they had been instructed to do.
Dr. Samuel Willard, in a review of Professor
Sieberfs book, published in "The Dial" of Chi
in

cago, makes mention of Henry Irving and William Chauncey Carter as among his active allies
at Jacksonville, with Rev. Bilious Pond and
Deacon Lyman of Farmington (near the present

Farmingdale in Sangamon County),
Luther Ransom of Springfield, Andrew Borders
of Randolph County, Joseph Gerrish of Jersey
and William T. Allan of Henry, as their coadjutors in other parts of the State.
Other active
village of

agents or promoters, in the same field, included
such names as Dr. Charles V. Dyer, Philo Carpenter, Calvin De Wolf, L. C. P. Freer, Zebina Eastman, James H. Collins, Harvey B. Hurd, J. Young

Scammon,

Col. J. F. Farnsworth and others of
Chicago, whose names have already been mentioned; Rev. Asa Turner, Deacon Ballard, J. K.
Van Dorn and Erastus Benton, of Quincy and
Adams County; President Rufus Blanchard of

Knox

John Leeper of Bond
Turner and Elihu Wolcott of
Caj)t. Parker Morse and his four
sons—Joseph T., Levi P., Parker, Jr., and Mark
of Woodford County Rev. William Sloane of
Randolph William Strawn of La Salle, besides a
host who were willing to aid their fellow men in
their aspirations to freedom, without advertising
College, Galesburg

the late Prof.
Jacksonville;

;

J. B.

—

;

;

their

own

exploits.

Among

the incidents of "Underground Railroad" in Illinois is one which had some importance

having for

climax a dramatic scene
known, no
full account has ever been written.
About 1855,
Ephraim Lombard, a Mississippi planter, but a
New Englander by birth, purchased a large body
of prairie land in the northeastern part of Stark
County, and, taking up his residence temporarily
in the village of Bradford, began its improvement. He had brought with him from Mississippi
a negro, gray-haired and bent with age. a slave
politically,

its

in Congress, but of which, so far as

i
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"Old Mose, " as he
of probably no great value.
was called, soon came to be well known and a

Lombard boldly
favorite in the neighborhood.
stated that he had brought him there as a slave
that, by virtue of the Dred Scott decision (then
of recent date), he had a constitutional right to
take his slaves wherever he pleased, and that

"Old Mose" was just as much his property

in

soon became evident
to some, that his bringing of the negro to Illinois
was an experiment to test the law and the feelings of the Northern people. This being the case,
Illinois as in Mississippi.

It

a shrewd play would have been to let him have
his way till other slaves should have been
brought to stock the new plantation. But this
was too slow a process for the abolitionists, to
whom the holding of a slave in the free State of
It was
Illinois appeared an unbearable outrage.
feared that he might take the old negro back to
It was
Mississippi and fail to bring any others.

Mose" was ill-treated;
was given only the coarsest food in a
back shed, as if he were a horse or a dog, instead

reported, also, that "Old

that he

of being permitted to eat at table with the family.
The prairie citizen of that time was very particular

upon

this point of etiquette.

The hired

man

or woman, debarred from the table of his or
her employer, would not have remained a day.
A* quiet consultation with "Old Mose" revealed
the fact that he would hail the gift of freedom
joyously. Accordingly, one Peter Risedorf, and
another equally daring, met him by the light of
the stars and, before morning, he was placed in
the care of Owen Lovejoy, at Princeton, twenty
miles away. From there he was speedily
"franked" by the member of Congress to friends

ton,

a mile east of the

three-quarters of

111.,

and he aids every slave that comes to his
door and asks it. Thou invisible Demon of

village,

Slavery, dost thou think

me

to

forbid

ter this article

may

Scammon,

be closed:

—

call attention to this fact of

slaves?" he said.

my assisting

"Owen Lovejoy

fugitive

lives at Prince-

J.

Young

from officers of the law,
was asked by the court what he would do if summoned as one of a posse to pursue and capture a
fugitive. "I would certainly obey the summons,"

at the escape of a slave

he

"but

replied,

and

fall

down

—

my

should probably stub
I reached him."

I

toe

before

Note.—Those who wish to pursue the subject of the
" Underground Railroad " in Illinois further, are referred
to the work of Dr. Siebert, already mentioned, and to the
various County Histories which have been issued and may
be found in the public libraries; also for interesting incidents, to "Reminiscences of Levi Coffin," Johnson's
"From Dixie to Canada," Petit's Sketches, "Still, Underground Railroad," and a pamphlet of the same title by
James H. Fairchild, ex-President of Oberlin College.

UNDERWOOD,
and

jurist,

N. Y., Feb.

William H., lawyer, legislator
was born at Schoharie Court House,
21, 1818,

removed

and, after admission to the

111., where he began
The following year he was
elected State's Attorney, and re-elected in 1843.
In 1846 he was chosen a member of the lower

bar,

practice

in

to Belleville,

1840.

house of the General Assembly, and, in 1848-54,
sat as Judge of the Second Circuit.
During this
period he declined a nomination to Congress,
although equivalent to an election. In 1856 he

was elected State Senator, and
tion of 1869-70, and, in 1870,

experiences to Mr. Singleton, the

Hon.

of Chicago, being accused of conniving

There was a great commotion in Bradford over
the "stealing" of "Old Mose." Lombard and his
friends denounced the act in terms bitter and
profane, and threatened vengeance upon the perThe conductors were known only to a
petrators.
few, and they kept their secret well. Lovejoy's
part in the affair, however, soon leaked out.
Lombard returned to Mississippi, where he
his

my humble

to

He was

Representative in Congress from his district.
During the next session of Congress, Singleton
took occasion, in a speech, to sneer at Lovejoy as a
"nigger-stealer," citing the case of "Old Mose."
Mr. Lovejoy replied in his usual fervid and
dramatic style, making a speech which ensured
"Is it desired to
his election to Congress for life

cross

give bread to the
hungry and shelter to the homeless? I bid you
defiance, in the name of my God!"
With another incident of an amusing charac-

threshold and

in Canada.

related
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a

member

re-elected in 1860.

of the Constitutional

Conven-

was again elected

the Senate, retiring to private

life in 1872.

to
Died,

Sept. 23, 1875.

UNION COUNTY,

one of the

fifteen counties
divided at the time of its
admission as a State having been organized,
under the Territorial Government, in January,
1818.
It is situated in the southern division of
the State, bounded on the west by the Mississippi
River, and has an area of 400 square miles. The
eastern and interior portions are drained by the
Cache River and Clear Creek. The western part
of the county comprises the broad, rich bottom
lands lying along the Mississippi, but is subject
to frequent overflow, while the eastern portion is
hilly, and most of its area originally heavily tim-

into

which

Illinois

w as
r

—

bered.

The county

Iron-ore, lead,

is

especially rich in minerals.

bituminous

coal, chalk,

alum and
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clay are found in considerable abundance. Several lines of railway (the most important being the Illinois Central) either cross or
tap the county. The chief occupation is agriculture, although manufacturing is carried on to
a limited extent. Fruit is extensively cultivated.
potter's

Jonesboro is the county-seat, and Cobden and
Anna important shipping stations. The latter is
the location of the Southern Hospital for the
Insane. The population of the county, in 1890,
was 21,529. Being next to St. Clair, Randolph
and Gallatin, one of the earliest settled counties
in the State, many prominent men found their
first home, on coming into the State, at Jonesboro, and this region, for a time, exerted a strong
Pop. (1900), 22,610.
UNION LEAGUE OF AMERICA, a secret political and patriotic order which had its origin
early in the late Civil War, for the avowed purinfluence in public affairs.

pose of sustaining the cause of the Union and
counteracting the machinations of the secret
organizations designed to promote the success of
the Rebellion. The first regular Council of the
order was organized at Pekin, Tazewell County,
June 25, 1862, consisting of eleven members, as
follows:
John W. Glasgow, Dr. D. A. Cheever,
Hart Montgomery, Mai. Richard N. Cullom
(father of Senator Cullom), Alexander Small,

Rev.

J.

W. M. Vernon, George H. Harlow

ward Secretary

(after-

of State), Charles Turner, Col.

Jonathan Merriam, Henry Pratt and L. F. GarOne of the number was a Union refugee
from Tennessee, who dictated the first oath from
memory, as administered to members of a somewhat similar order which had been organized

time, of the "Knights of the Golden Circle," a
disloyal organization which had been introduced

from the South, and which afterwards took the
name, in the North, of "American Knights" and
"Sons of Liberty. " (See Secret Treasonable Societies.)
Three months later, the organization had
extended to a number of other counties of the
State and, on the 2oth of September following,
the first State Council met at Bloomington
twelve counties being represented and a State
organization was effected. At this meeting the
following general officers were chosen: Grand

—

—

Judge Mark Bangs, of Marshall
County (now of Chicago) Grand Vice-President
Prof. Daniel "Wilkin, of McLean Grand Secretary George H. Harlow, of Tazewell; Grand
Treasurer H. S. Austin, of Peoria, Grand Marshal— J. R. Gorin, of Macon; Grand Herald
A. Gould, of Henry; Grand Sentinel John E.
Rosette, of Sangamon. An Executive Committee
was also appointed, consisting of Joseph Medill
of "The Chicago Tribune"; Dr. A. J. McFailand, of Morgan County J. K. Warren, of Macon
President

;

—

;

—

—

—

;

Rev.

J.

C.

Rybolt, of

La

Salle; the President,

Judge Bangs; Enoch Emery, of Peoria; and
John E. Rosette. Under the direction of this
Committee, with Mr. Medill as its Chairman,
the constitution and by-laws were thoroughly
revised and a new ritual adopted, which materially changed the phraseology and removed some
of the crudities of the original obligation, as well

Government; (4) to assist, protect and defend
any member of the order who might be in peril
from his connection with the order, and (5) to
obey all laws, rules or regulations of any Council
to which the taker of the oath might be attached.
The oath was taken upon the Bible, the Declaration of Independence and Constitution of the
United States, the taker pledging his sacred
honor to its fulfillment. A special reason for the

and impressiveness of
the initiatory ceremonies. New signs, grips and
pass-words were also adopted, which were finally
accepted by the various organizations of the
order throughout the Union, which, by this time,
included many soldiers in the army, as well as
civilians.
The second Grand (or State) Council
was held at Springfield, January 14, 1863, with
only seven counties represented. The limited
representation was discouraging, but the members took heart from the inspiring words of Governor Yates, addressed to a committee of the
order who waited upon him. At a special session of the Executive Committee, held at Peoria,
six days
later,
a vigorous campaign was
mapped out, under which agents were sent
into nearly every county in the State. In October, 1862, the strength of the order in Illinois was estimated at three to five thousand;
a few months later, the number of enrolled
members had increased to 50,000
so rapid
had been the growth of the order. On March
25, 1863, a Grand Council met in Chicago

organization existed in the activity, about this

404 Councils in Illinois being represented, with

rett.

among

the Unionists of his

own

State.

It sol-

emnly pledged the taker, (1) to preserve inviolate the secrets and business of the order; (2) to
"support, maintain, protect and defend the civil
liberties of the Union of these United States
against all enemies, either domestic or foreign,
at all times and under all circumstances," even
"if necessary, to the sacrifice of life"'; (3) to aid
in electing only true Union men to offices of
trust in the town, county, State and General

as increased the beauty

—
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a number from

Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, Wiscon-

Iowa and Minnesota.
Committee was appointed

sin,

At

this

meeting a

to prepare a plan of
organization for a National Grand Council, which
was carried out at Cleveland, Ohio, on the 20th
of May following the constitution, ritual and
signs of the Illinois organization being adopted

—
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UNITED STATES SENATORS. The

follow-

a list of United States senators from Illinois,
from the date of the admission of the State into
the Union until 1899, with the date and duration
of the term of each: Ninian Edwards, 1818-24;
ing

is

Jesse

B. Thomas, Sr.,

1824-25

and

1829-30;

John McLean,
Kent Kane, 1825-35;

1818-29;

Elias

The icvised obligation
the Bible, the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of the United
States bound members of the League to "support, protect and defend the Government of the
United States and the flag thereof, against all

David Jewett Baker, Nov. 12 to Dec. 11, 1830;
John M. Robinson, 1830-41 William L. D. Ewing,
1835-37; Richard M. Young, 1837-43 Samuel McRoberts, 1841-43; Sidney Breese, 1843-49; James

enemies, foreign and domestic," and to"beartrue
faith and allegiance to the same"; to "defend
the State against invasion or insurrection"; to

Orville H. Browning, 1861-63;

with

slight modifications.

—taken upon
—

support only "true and reliable men" for offices
of trust and profit; to protect and defend
worthy members, and to preserve inviolate the
secrets of the order. The address to new members was a model of impressiveness and a powerful
appeal to their patriotism. The organization
extended rapidly, not only throughout the Northwest, but in the South also, especially in the
army. In 1864 the number of Councils in Illinois
was estimated at 1,300, with a membership of
175,000; and it is estimated that the total membership, throughout the Union, was 2,000,000.
The influence of the silent, but zealous and effective, operations of the organization, was shown,
not only in the stimulus given to enlistments and
support of the war policy of the Government,
but in the raising of supplies for the sick and
wounded soldiers in the field. Within a few
weeks before the fall of Vicksburg, over $25,000 in
cash, besides large quantities of stores, were sent
to Col. John Williams (then in charge of the
Sanitary Bureau at Springfield), as the direct
result of appeals made through circulars sent out
by the officers of the "League." Large contributions of money and supplies also reached the
sick and wounded in hospital through the medium
of the Sanitary Commission in Chicago. Zealous
efforts were made by the opposition to get at the
secrets of the order, and, in one case, a complete
copy of the ritual was published by one of their

but the effect was so far the reverse of
anticipated, that this line of attack was
not continued. During the stormy session of the
Legislature in 1803, the League is said to have
rendered effective service in protecting Governor Yates from threatened assassination. It
continued its silent but effective operations until
the complete overthrow of the rebellion, when it
ceased to exist as a political organization.

organs

;

what was

;

;

Semple, 1843-47; Stephen

James Shields,

1849-55;

A.

Douglas, 1847-61;

Lyman Trumbull,

1855-73;

William A. Richardson, 1863-65; Richard Yates, 1865-71; John A.
Logan, 1871-77 and 1879-86; Richard J. Oglesby,
1873-79; David Davis, 1877-83; Shelby M. Cullom,
first elected in 1883, and re-elected in '89 and '95,
his third term expiring in 1901 Charles B. Far;

well, 1887-91;

John McAuley Palmer,

1891-97;

William

E. Mason, elected in 1897, for the

expiring,

March

4,

term

1903.

UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO

(The New).

One

of the leading educational institutions of the
country, located at Chicago. It is the outgrowth
of an attempt, put fortli

by the American EducaWashington in 1888),
to supply the place which the original institution
of the same name had been designed to fill.
(See
University of Chicago Tlie Old.) The following
year, Mr. John D. Rockefeller of New York tendered a contribution of §600,000 toward the endowment of the enterprise, conditioned upon securing
additional pledges to the amount of $400,000 by
June 1, 1890. The offer was accepted, and the
sum promptly raised. In addition, a site, covering
tional Society (organized at

—

four blocks of land in the city of Chicago, was
secured two and one-half blocks being acquired

—

by purchase for

and one and one-half
by Mr. Marshall
Field.
A charter was secured and an organization effected, Sept. 10, 1890.
The Presidency of
the institution was tendered to, and accepted by,
Dr. William R. Harper.
Since that time the
(valued

$282,500,

at $125,000) donated

University has been the recipient of other generous benefactions by Mr. Rockefeller and others,
until the aggregate donations (1898) exceed $10,Of this amount over one-half has been
000,000.
contributed by Mr. Rockefeller, while he has
pledged himself to make additional contributions
of $2,000,000, conditioned upon the raising of a
like sum, from other donors, by Jan. 1, 1900. The
buildings erected on the campus, prior to 1896,
include a chemical laboratory costing $182,000; a
lecture hall, $150,000; a physical laboratory
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$150,000; a

museum,

§100,000;

an academy

dor-

mitory, §30,000; three dormitories for women,
$150,000; two dormitories for men, $100,000, to
which several important additions were made
during 1896 and '97. The faculty embraces over
150 instructors, selected with reference to their
for their respective departments from

fitness

the most eminent scholars in America and
Europe. Women are admitted as students and
graduated upon an equality with men. The work
of practical instruction began in October, 1892,
with 589 registered students, coming from nearly
every Northern State, and including 250 graduates from other institutions, to which accessions
were made, during the year, raising the aggregate
The second year the number exto over 900.
ceeded 1,100; the third, it rose to 1,750, and the
fourth (1895-96), to some 2,000, including repre-

among

from every State of the Union, besides
many from foreign countries. Special features
sentatives

of the institution include the admission of graduates from other institutions to a post-graduate
course,

which

and the University Extension Division,
conducted largely by means of lecture

is

courses, in other cities, or

through lecture centers

in the vicinity of the University, non-resident

students having the privilege of written examiThe various libraries embrace over
nations.
300,000 volumes, of which nearly 60,000 belong
to what are called the "Departmental Libraries,"
besides a large

and valuable collection of maps

and pamphlets.

UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO

(The

Old),

an

educational institution at Chicago, under the
care of the Baptist denomination, for some years
known as the Douglas University. Senator
Stephen A. Douglas offered, in 1854, to donate ten
acres of land, in what was then near the southern
border of the city of Chicago, as a site for an
institution of learning, provided buildings costing $100,000, be erected thereon within a stipulated time. The corner-stone of the main building
was laid, July 4, 1857, but the financial panic of
that year prevented its completion, and Mr. Douglas extended the time, and finally deeded the
land to the trustees without reserve. For eighteen

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS,

the leading edu-

cational institution under control of the State,
at Urbana and adjoining the city of
Champaign. The Legislature at the session of 1863
accepted a grant of 480,000 acres of land under
Act of Congress, approved July 2, 1862, making an

located

—

appropriation of public lands to States 30,000
acres for each Senator and each Representative in
Congress establishing colleges for teaching agriculture and the mechanic arts, though not to the
exclusion of classical and scientific studies. Landscrip under this grant was issued and placed in
the hands of Governor Yates, and a Board of
Trustees appointed under the State law was organized in March, 1867, the institution being located
the same year. Departments and courses of study
were established, and Dr. John M. Gregory, of

—

Michigan, was chosen Regent (President).
landscrip issued to Illinois

was

sold at

—The

an early

day for what it wonld bring in open market,
except 25,000 acres, which was located in Nebraska and Minnesota. This has recently been
sold, realizing a larger sum than was received
The entire
for all the scrip otherwise disposed of.
sum thus secured for permanent endowment aggregates $613,026. The University revenues were
further increased by donations from Congress to
each institution organized under the Act of 1862,
of $15,000 per annum for the maintenance of an
Agricultural Experiment Station, and, in 1890, of
a similar amount for instruction the latter to be
increased $1,000 annually until it should reach
$25,000.— A mechanical building was erected in
1871, and this is claimed to have been the first of
its kind in America intended for strictly educaWhat was called "the main
tional purposes.
building" was formally opened in December,
1873.
Other buildings embrace a "Science Hall,"

—

opened in 1892; a new "Engineering Hall,"
a fine Library Building, 1897. Eleven other
cipal structures and a number of smaller
have been erected as conditions required.

1894;

prin-

ones

The

years the institution led a precarious existence,
struggling under a heavy debt. By 1885, mort-

value of property aggregates nearly $2, 500, 000, and
appropriations from the State, for all purposes,
previous to 1904, foot up $5,123,517.90.— Since
1871 the institution has been open to women.
The courses of study embrace agriculture, chemistry, polytechnics, military tactics, natural and

gages to the amount of $320,000 having accumulated, the trustees abandoned further effort, and
acquiesced in the sale of the property under foreclosure proceedings. The original plan of the
institution contemplated preparatory and collegiate departments, together with a college of
law and a theological school.

general sciences, languages and literature, economics, household science, trade and commerce.
The Graduate School dates from 1891. In 1896
the Chicago College of Pharmacy was connected
with the University: a College of Law and a
Library School were opened in 1897, and the same
year the Chicago College of Physicians and Sur-
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geons was affiliated as the College of Medicine
School of Dentistry being added to the latter in
In 1885 the State Laboratory of Natural
1901.
History was transferred from Normal, 111., and an
Agricultural Experiment Station entablished in
1888, from which bulletins are sent to farmers
throughout the State who may desire them. The
first name of the Institution was "Illinois Indus-

—

University," but, in 1885, this was changed
to "University of Illinois." In 1887 the Trustees,
(of whom there are nine) were made elective by
popular vote three being elected every two
Dr. Gregory,
years, each holding office six years.
trial

—

having resigned the office of Regent in 1880, was
succeeded by Dr. Selim H. Peabody, who had
been Professor of Mechanical and Civil EngineerDr. Peabody resigned in 1891. The duties
ing.
of Regent were then discharged by Prof. Thomas
J. Burrill until August, 1894, when Dr. Andrew
Sloan Draper, former State Superintendent of
Public Instruction of the State of New York, was
installed as President, serving until 1904. The
corps of instruction (1904) includes over 100 Pro-

—

and Assistant Professors and
200 Instructors and Assistants, besides special
fessors, 60 Associate

lecturers, demonstrators

and

clerks.

The num-

ber of students has increased rapidly in recent
years, as shown by the following totals for successive years from 1890-91 to 1903-04, inclusive:
519; 583; 714; 743; 810; 853; 1,075: 1,582; 1,824;
2,234; 2,505; 2,932; 3,289; 3,589.

Of the

last

num-

were men and 718 women.
During
were in all departments at Urbana,
2,547 students (256 being in the Preparatory Academy) and in the three Professional Departments
in Chicago, 1,042, of whom 694 were in the College of Medicine, 185 in the School of Pharmacy,
and 163 in the School of Dentistry. The University Library contains 63,700 volumes and 14,500
pamphlets, not including 5,350 volumes and
15,850 pamphlets in the State Laboratory of Natber, 2,271

1903-04 there

;

—

ural History. The University occupies a conspicuous and attractive site, embracing 220 acres
adjacent to the line between Urbana and Champaign, and near the residence portion of the two

The athletic field of 11 acres, on which
gymnasium and armory, is enclosed
The campus,
with an ornamental iron fence.
otherwise, is an open and beautiful park with

cities.

stand the

UNORGANIZED COUNTIES.

subsequently organized under different
names, but the majority of which were never
organized at all— the proposition for such organization being rejected by vote of the people
within the proposed boundaries, or allowed to
lapse by non-action.
These unorganized counties, with the date of the several acts authorizing
them, i.nd the territory which they were inAllen
tended to include, were as follows:
County (1841)
comprising portions of Sangamon, Morgan and Macoupin Counties Audobon
(Audubon) County (1843) from portions of Montgomery, Fayette and Shelby; Benton County
from Morgan, Greene and Macoupin;
(1843)
Coffee County (1837) with substantially the
same territory now comprised within the boundaries of Stark County, authorized two years

were

—

;

—

—

—

Dane County

— name

changed to
County (1855)
from McLean, Champaign and Vermilion, com-

later;

Christian
prising

in

1840;

territory

(1839)

Harrison

since

partially

In addition to

the 102 counties into which Illinois is divided,
acts were passed by the General Assembly,
at different times, providing for the organization of a number of others, a few of which

incorporated

—

County; Holmes County (1857) from
Champaign and Vermilion; Marquette County
(1843), changed
(1847) to Highland comprisin Ford

—

ing the northern portion of Adams, (this act
was accepted, with Columbus as the countyseat, but organization finally vacated)
Michigan County (1837) from a part of Cook; Milton
County (1843) from the south part of Vermilion; Okaw County (1841) comprising substantially the same territory as Moultrie, organized
;

—

—

—

—

under act of 1843; Oregon County (1851) from
parts of Sangamon, Morgan and Macoupin Coun-

and covering substantially the same territory as proposed to be incorporated in Allen
County ten years earlier. The last act of this

ties,

character was passed in 1867, when an attempt
was made to organize Lincoln County out oJ
parts of Champaign and Vermilion, but whicn.
failed for want of an affirmative vote.
UPPER ALTON, a city of Madison County,
situated on the Chicago & Alton Railroad, about
It
1£ miles northeast of Alton— laid out in 1816.
has several churches, and is the seat of Shurtleff
College and the Western Military Academy, the
former founded about 1831, and controlled by the
Baptist denomination. Beds of excellent clay are
found in the vicinity and utilized in pottery
Pop. (1890), 1,803; (1900), 2,373.
manufacture.

UPTON, George Putnam,

fine landscape effects.

341

was born
graduated from
Brown University in 1854, removed to Chicago
in 1855, and began newspaper work on "The
Native American," the following year taking
the place of city editor of "The Evening Jour-

at

Roxbury, Mass., Oct.

journalist,

25, 1834;
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In 1862, Mr. Upton became musical critic

nal."

on "The Chicago Tribune," serving for a time

war correspondent in the field, later
(about 1881) taking a place on the general editorial staff, which he still retains. He is regarded
also as its

as an authority on musical

Mr. Upton

is

and dramatic

topics.

also a stockholder in, and, for sev-

eral years, has been Vice-President of the "Trib-

Company. Besides numerous contributions
magazines, his works include: "Letters of
Peregrine Pickle" (1869) "Memories, a Story of
German Love," translated from the German of
Max Muller (1879); "Woman in Music" (1880);
"Lives of German Composers" (3 vols. 1883-84);
besides four volumes of standard operas, oratorios,
une''

to

;

—

cantatas,

and symphonies

(1885-88).

URBANA,

a flourishing city, the county-seat
of Champaign County, on the "Big Four," the
Illinois Central and the Wabash Railways: 130
miles south of Chicago and 31 miles west of Danville; in agricultural and coal-mining region.
The mechanical industries include extensive railroad shops, manufacture of brick, suspenders and
lawn-mowers. The Cunningham Deaconesses'
Home and Orphanage is located here. The city
has water-works, gas and electric light plants,
electric car-lines (local

and interurban), superior

nine churches, three banks and three
newspapers. Urbana is the seat of the University
of Illinois. Pop. (1890), 3,511; (1900), 5,728.
schools,

USREY, William J., editor and soldier, was
born at Washington (near Natchez), Miss., May
16, 1827; was educated at Natchez, and, before
reaching manhood, came to Macon County, 111.,
where he engaged in teaching until 1846, when
he enlisted as a private in Company C, Fourth
Illinois

Volunteers, for the Mexican War.

In

he joined with a Mr. Wingate in the establishment, at Decatur, of "The Illinois State Chronicle," of which he soon after took sole charge,
conducting the paper until 1861, when he enlisted
in the Thirty-fifth Illinois Volunteers and was
appointed Adjutant. Although born and educated in a slave State, Mr. Usrey was an earnest
opponent of slavery, as proved by the attitude of
his paper in opposition to the Kansas-Nebraska
Bill.
He was one of the most zealous endorsers
of the proposition for a conference of the AntiNebraska editors of the State of Illinois, to agree
upon a line of policy in opposition to the further
1855,

extension of slavery, and, when that body met at
Decatur, on Feb. 22, 1856, he served as its Secretary, thus taking a prominent part in the initial
steps

which resulted

Republican party in

in the organization of the
Illinois.

(See Anti-Nebraska

Editorial Convention.) After returning from
the war he resumed his place as editor of "The
Chronicle," but finally retired from newspaper
work in 1871. He was twice Postmaster of the
city of Decatur, first previous to 1850, and again
under the administration of President Grant;
served also as a member of the City Council and
was a member of the local Post of the G. A. R.,
and Secretary of the Macon County Association
of Mexican War Veterans. Died, at Decatur,
Jan. 20, 1894.
UTICA, (also called North Utica), a village of
La Salle County, on the Illinois & Michigan
Canal and the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific
Railway, 10 miles west of Ottawa, situated on the
Illinois River opposite "Starved Rock," also
believed to stand on the site of the Kaskaskia
village found by the French Explorer, La Salle,

when he

"Utica cement" is
first visited Illinois.
produced here; it also has several factories or
Popumills, besides banks and a weekly paper.
lation (1880), 767; (1890), 1,094; (1900), 1,150.

VAN ARJf AM, John, lawyer and soldier, was
born at Plattsburg, N. Y., March 3, 1820. Having lost his father at five years of age, he went to
live with a farmer, but ran away in his boyhood;
later, began teaching, studied law, and was admitted to the bar in New York City, beginning
practice at Marshall, Mich. In 1858 he removed
to Chicago, and, as a

member

of

the firm of

Walker, Van Arnam & Dexter, became prominent as a criminal lawyer and railroad attorney,
being for a time Solicitor of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad. In 1862 he assisted in
organizing the One Hundred and Twenty-seventh
Illinois Volunteer Infantry and was commissioned
its Colonel,
but was compelled to resign on
account of illness. After spending some time in
California, he resumed practice in Chicago in
1865.
His later years were spent in California,
dying at San Diego, in that State, April 6, 1890.

VANDALIA,

the principal city and county-seat
It is situated on the Kaskaskia River, 30 miles north of Centralia, 62
miles south by west of Decatur, and 68 miles
east-northeast of St. Louis.
It is an intersecting
point for the Illinois Central and the St. Louis,
Vandalia and Terre Haute Railroads. It was the
capital of the State from 1820 to 1839, the seat of
government being removed to Springfield, the
of Fayette County.

latter year, in

accordance with act of the General

Assembly passed

at the session of 1837.

It

con-

tains a court house (old State Capitol building),
six churches, two banks, three weekly papers, a
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graded school,

flour,

saw and paper mills, foundry,

stave and heading mill, carriage and wagon
and brick works. Pop. (1890), 2,144; (1900), 2,665.
VANDEVEER, Horatio M., pioneer lawyer,

was born in Washington County, Ind., March 1,
1816; came with his family to Illinois at an early
on Clear Creek, now in Christian
County; taught school and studied law, using
books borrowed from the late Hon. John T. Stuart
of Springfield was elected first County Recorder
of Christian County and, soon after, appointed
Circuit Clerk, filling both offices three years.
He also held the office of County Judge from 1848
to 1857 was twice chosen Representative in the
General Assembly (1842 and 1850) and once to the
State Senate (1862); in 1846, enlisted and was
chosen Captain of a company for the Mexican
War, but, having been rejected on account of the
quota being full, was appointed Assistant-Quartermaster, in this capacity serving on the staff of
General Taylor at the battle of Buena Vista.
Among other offices held by Mr. Vandeveer, were
those of Postmaster of Taylorville, Master in
Chancery, Presidential Elector (1848), Delegate
to the Constitutional Convention of 1862, and
Judge of the Circuit Court (1870-79). In 1868
Judge Vandeveer established the private banking
firm of H. M. Vandeveer & Co., at Taylorville,
which, in conjunction with his sons, he continued
successfully during the remainder of his life.
age, settling

;

;

Died,

March

12, 1894.

VAN HORNE, William C, Railway Manager
and President, was born in Will County, 111.,
February, 1843; began his career as a telegraph
operator on the Illinois Central Railroad in 1856,
was attached to the Michigan Central and Chicago & Alton Railroads (1858-72), later being
General Manager or General Superintendent of
various other lines (1872-79). He next served as
General Superintendent of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul, but soon after became General
Manager of the Canadian Pacific, which he
the Pacific Coast; was
elected Vice-President of the line in 1884, and its
President in 1888. His services have been recognized by conferring upon him the order of
knighthood by the British Government.
VASSEUR, Noel C, pioneer Indian-trader, was
born of French parentage in Canada, Dec. 25,
1799 at the age of 17 made a trip with a trading

assisted to construct to

;

party to the West, crossing Wisconsin by way of
the Fox and Wisconsin Rivers, the route pursued

by Joliet and Marquette in 1673 later, was associated with Gurdon S. Hubbard in the service of
;

the American Fur Company, in 1820 visiting the
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now embraced in Iroquois County, where
he and Hubbard subsequently established a trading post among the Pottawatomie Indians,
believed to have been the site of the present town
of Iroquois. The way of reaching their station
from Chicago was by the Chicago and Des
Plaines Rivers to the Kankakee, and ascending
the latter and the Iroquois. Here Vasseur remained in trade until the removal of the Indians
west of the Mississippi, in which he served as
agent of the Government. While in the Iroquois
region he married Watseka, a somewhat famous
Pottawatomie woman, for whom the town of
Watseka was named, and who had previously
been the Indian wife of a fellow-trader. His
later years were spent at Bourbonnais Grove, in
Kankakee County, where he died, Dec. 12, 1879.
VENICE, a city of Madison County, on the
Mississippi River opposite St. Louis and 2 miles
north of East St. Louis is touched by six trunk
lines of railroad, and at the eastern approach to
the new "Merchants' Bridge," with its roundhouse, has two ferries to St. Louis, street car line,
electric lights, water-works, some manufactures
and a newspaper. Pop. (1890), 932; (1900), 2,450.
region

;

VENICE & CARONDELET RAILROAD.
Louisville, Evansville

& St.

(See

Louis (Consolidated)

Railroad.

VERMILION COUNTY, an eastern county,
bordering on the Indiana State line, and drained
by the Vermilion and Little Vermilion Rivers,
from which it takes its name. It was originally
organized in 1826, when it extended north to
Lake Michigan. Its present area is 926 square
miles.

The discovery

of salt springs,

in 1819,

aided in attracting immigration to this region,
but the manufacture of salt was abandoned
many years ago. Early settlers were Se}r mour
Treat, James Butler, Henry Johnston, Harvey
Lidington, Gurdon S. Hubbard and Daniel W.
Beckwith. James Butler and Achilles Morgan

County Commissioners. Many
remains have been found,
among them the skeleton of a mastodon (1868).
Fire clay is found in large quantities, and two
coal seams cross the county. The surface is level
and the soil fertile. Corn is the chief agricultural
product, although oats, wheat, rye, and potatoes
are extensively cultivated. Stock-raising and
wool-growing are important industries. There
are also several manufactories, chiefly at Danthe county-seat. Coal mining
ville, which is
is carried on extensively, especially in the vicinwere the

interesting

first

fossil

ity of Danville.

Population (1880), 41,588; (1890),

49,905; (1900), 65,635.
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"VERMILION RIVER,

a tributary of the

Illi-

Ford and the northern part of
McLean County, and, running northwestward
through Livingston and the southern part of
in

nois; rises

La

Salle

Counties,

enters

nearly opposite the city of

La

the

River
has a length

Illinois

Salle

;

of about 80 miles.

VERMILION RIVER,

an affluent of the Wa-

bash, formed by the union of the North, Middle

and South Forks, which

come together near

rise

in

Illinois,

and

Danv-.lle in this State.

It

and enters the Wabash in
Vermilion County, Ind. The main stream is
about 28 miles long. The South Fork, however,
which rises in Champaign County and runs eastward, has a length of nearly 75 miles. The
flows southeastward,

$20, 000. This,

where Vigo had considerable property, reduced
him to extreme penury. H. W. Beckwith says
that, towards the close of his life, he lived on his
little homestead near Vincennes, in great poverty
He was never recombut cheerful to the last
pensed during his

American

He

22, 1835.

VILLA RIDGE,

a village of Pulaski County,
Central Railway, 10 miles north of
Population, 500.
Cairo.
VINCENNES, Jean Baptiste Bissot, a Canadian
explorer, born at Quebec, January, 1688, of aris-

on the

Illinois

tocratic

connected

Fulton County, at
junction of Galesburg and St. Louis Division of
the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad, 24
miles north of Beardstown has a carriage manufactory, flour and saw-mills, brick and tile works,
a village

in

;

electric

light

plant,

besides

two banks, four

churches, two graded schools, and one weekly
newspaper. An artesian well has been sunk here
Pop. (1900), 1,195.
to the depth of 2,600 feet
VERSAILLES, a town of Brown County, on
the Wabash Railway, 48 miles east of Quincy is
in a timber and agricultural district has a bank
and weekly newspaper. Population (1900), 524.
VIENNA, the county-seat of Johnson County,
situated on the Cairo and Vincennes branch of
the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis
Railroad, 36 miles north-northwest of Cairo. It
has a court house, several churches, a graded
school, banks and two weekly newspapers.
Population (1880), 494; (1890), 828; (1900), 1,217.
VIGO, Francois, pioneer and early Indiantrader, was born at Mondovi, Sardinia (Western
Italy), in 1747, served as a private soldier, first at
Havana and afterwards at New Orleans. When
he left the Spanish army he came to St. Louis,
then the military headquarters of Spain for Upper
Louisiana, where he became a partner of Commandant de Leba, and was extensively engaged
in the fur-trade among the Indians on the Ohio
and Mississippi Rivers. On the occupation of
Kaskaskia by Col. George Rogers Clark in 1778,
he rendered valuable aid to the Americans, turning out supplies to feed Clark's destitute soldiers,
and accepting Virginia Continental money, at
par, in payment, incurring liabilities in excess of
;

;

behalf

cause,

died, at a ripe old age, at Vincennes, Ind.,

March

distinction.

VERMONT,

life for his sacrifices in

though a tardy restitution
was attempted, after his death, by the United
States Government, for' the benefit of his heirs.

of the

Wabash about
below the Vermilion, which is sometimes called the Big Vermilion, by way of
Little Vermilion River enters the

7 or 8 miles

followed by the confiscation policy

of the British Colonel Hamilton, at Vincennes,

and wealthy ancestry. He was closely
with Louis Joliet
probably his
brother-in-law, although some historians say that
he was the latter's nephew. He entered the
Canadian army as ensign in 1701, and had a long
and varied experience as an Indian fighter.
About 1725 he took up his residence on what is

—

now

the site of the present city of Vincennes,
which is named in his honor. Here he
erected an earth fort and established a tradingIn 1726, under orders, he co-operated with
post.
D'Artaguiette (then the French Governor of Illinois) in an expedition against the Chickasaws.
The expedition resulted disastrously. Vincennes
and D'Artaguiette were captured and burned
at the stake, together with Father Senat (a
Jesuit priest) and others of the command.
(See also D'Artaguiette; French Governors of
Ind.,

Illinois.)

VIRDEN, a city of Macoupin County, on the
Chicago & Alton and the Chicago, Burlington &
Quincy Railroads, 21 miles south by west from
Springfield, and 31 miles east-southeast of JackIt has five churches, two banks, two
newspapers, telephone service, electric lights,
grain elevators, machine shop, and extensive coal
mines. Pop.(1900), 2,280; (school census 1903),3, 651.
VIRGINIA, an incorporated city, the countyseat of Cass County, situated at the intersection of
the Chicago, Peoria & St. Louis, with the Springfield Division of the Baltimore & Ohio Southwestern Railroad, 15 miles north of Jacksonville,
and 33 miles west-northwest of Springfield. It
lies in the heart of a rich agricultural region.
There is a flouring mill here, besides manufactories of wagons and cigars.
The city has two
National and one State bank, five churches, a

sonville.
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high school, and two weekly papers.

Pop

(1890),

1,603; (1900), 1,600.

VOCKE, William,

lawyer, was born at Minden, Westphalia (Germany), in 1839, the son of a
Government Secretary in the Prussian service.
Having lost his father at an early age, he emi-

grated to America in 1856, and, after a short
stay in New York, came to Chicago, where he
found employment as a paper-carrier for "The
Staats-Zeitung, " meanwhile giving his attention
Later, he became associated
to the study of law.
with a real-estate firm; on the commencement
of the Civil War, enlisted as a private in a
three-months' regiment, and, finally, in the

Twenty-fourth

Illinois (the

first

Hecker

regi-

ment), in which he rose to the rank of Captain.
Returning from the army, he was employed as
city editor of "The Staats-Zeitung," but, in
1865, became Clerk of the Chicago Police Court,
until 1869. Meanwhile he had been
admitted to the bar, and, on retirement from
office, began practice, but, in 1870, was elected
Representative in the Twenty-seventh General
Assembly, in which he bore a leading part in
framing "the burnt record act" made necessary
by the fire of 1871. He has since been engaged
in the practice of his profession, having been,

serving

number of years, attorney for the German
Consulate at Chicago, also serving, for several
years, on the Chicago Board of Education.
Mr.
Vocke is a man of high literary tastes, as shown
by his publication, in 1869, of a volume of poems
translated from the German, which has been
highly commended, besides a legal work on
"The Administration of Justice in the United
States, and a Synopsis of the Mode of Procedure
in our Federal and State Courts and All Federal
and State Laws relating to Subjects of Interest
to Aliens," which has been published in the German Language, and is highly valued by German
lawyers and business men. Mr. Vocke was a
member of the Republican National Convention
of 1872 at Philadelphia, which nominated General
Grant for the Presidency a second time.
VOLK, Leonard Wells, a distinguished Illinois
sculptor, born at Wellstown (afterwards Wells),
for a

•

N. Y., Nov. 7, 1828. Later, his father, who was
a marble cutter, removed to Pittsfield, Mass.,

and, at the age of
shop. In 1848 he

Leonard began work in his
came west and »began model-

16,

ing in clay and drawing at St. Louis, being only
self-taught.
He married a cousin of Stephen A.
Douglas, and the latter, in 1855, aided him in
the prosecution of his art studies in Italy. Two
".years afterward lie settled in Chicago, where he

;

modeled the
city, having

first

made

portrait bust ever

made

in the

for his subject his first patron

"Little Giant."
life-size

5-15

The next year

(1858)

marble statue of Douglas.

a portrait bust of

Abraham

Lincoln,

jjassed into the possession of the

—

the
he made a
In 1860 he

which

Chicago His-

and was destroyed in the great fire
In 1808-09, and again in 1871-72, he
revisited Italy for purposes of study.
In 1867 he
was elected academician of the Chicago Academy,
and was its President for eight years. He was
torical Society

of

1871.

genial, companionable and charitable, and always
ready to assist his younger and less fortunate professional brethren. His best known works are the
Douglas Monument, in Chicago, several soldiers'

monuments in different parts of the country,
the statuary for the Henry Keep mausoleum at
Watertown, N. Y., life-size statues of Lincoln
and Douglas, in the State House at Springfield,
and numerous portrait busts of men eminent
in

and commercial life.
August 18, 1895.
VOSS, Arno, journalist, lawyer and soldier,
political, ecclesiastical

Died, at Osceola, Wis.,

born in Prussia, Aj^ril 16, 1821; emigrated to the
United States and was admitted to the bar in
Chicago, in 18-48, the same year becoming editor
of "The Staats-Zeitung"; was elected City
Attorney in 1852, and again in 1853; in 1861
became Major of the Sixth Illinois Cavalry, but
afterwards assisted in organizing the Twelfth
Cavalry, of which he was commissioned Colonel,
still later serving with his command in Virginia.
He was at Harper's Ferry at the time of
the capture of that place in September, 1862, but
succeeded in cutting his way, with his command,
through the rebel lines, escaping into PennsylCompelled by ill-health to leave the servvania.
ice in 1863, he retired to a farm in Will County,
but, in 1869, returned to Chicago, where he served
as Master in Chancery and was elected to the
lower branch of the General Assembly in 1876,
but declined a re-election in 1878. Died, in Chicago,

March

23, 1888.

WABASH, CHESTER & WESTERN RAILRO A I), a railway running from Chester to Mount
Vernon, 111. 63. 33 miles, with a branch extending from Chester to Menard. 1.5 miles; total
mileage, 04.83. It is of standard gauge, and
almost entirely laid with 60-pound steel rails.
(History.) It was organized, Feb. 20, 1878, as
successor to the Iron Mountain, Chester & Eastern Railroad. During the fiscal year 1893-94 the
Company purchased the Tamaroa & Mount Vernon Railroad, extending from Mount Vernon to
,
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Tamaroa, 22.5 miles. Capital stock (1898), $1,250,000; bonded indebtedness, §690,000; total
capitalization §2, 028, 573.
,

WABASH COUNTY,

situated in the southeast
corner of the State area 220 square miles. The
county was carved out from Edwards in 1824,
and the first court house built at Centerville, in
May, 1826. Later, Mount Carmel was made the
county -seat. (See Mount Carmel. ) The "Wabash
River drains the county on the east; other
streams are the Bon Pas, Coffee and Crawfish
Creeks. The surface is undulating with a fair
growth of timber. The chief industries are the
raising of live-stock and the cultivation of cereThe wool-crop is likewise valuable. The
als.
county is crossed by the Louisville, Evansville &
St. Louis and the Cairo and Vincennes Division
of the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St.
Louis Railroads. Population (1880), 4,945; (1890),
;

11,866; (1900), 12,583.

WABASH RAILROAD, an extensive railroad
system connecting the cities of Detroit and
Toledo, on the east, with Kansas City and Council
Bluffs, on the west, with branches to Chicago, St.
Louis, Quincy and Altamont, 111., and to Keokuk
and Des Moines, Iowa. The total mileage (1898)
which 677.4 miles are in Illithe latter being the property of the
company, besides 176.7 miles of yard-tracks, sidings and spurs. The company has trackage
privileges over the Toledo, Peoria & Western (6.5
miles) between Elvaston and Keokuk bridge, and
over the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy (21.8
miles) between Camp Point and Quincy. (History.) A considerable portion of this road in
Illinois is constructed on the line upon which the
Northern Cross Railroad was projected, in the
"internal improvement" scheme adopted in 1837,
and embraces the only section of road completed
under that scheme that between the Illinois
River and Springfield. (1) The construction of
this section was begun by the State, May 11,
1837, the first rail laid, May 9, 1838, the road
completed to Jacksonville, Jan. 1, 1840, and to
Springfield, May 13, 1842.
It was operated for a
time by "mule power," but the income was insufficient to keep the line in repair and it was
finally abandoned.
In 1847 the line was sold for
$21,100 to N. H. Ridgely and Thomas Mather of
Springfield, and by them transferred to New
York capitalists, who organized the Sangamon &
Morgan Railroad Company, reconstructed the
road from Springfield to Naples and opened it for
business in 1849. (2) In 1853 two corporations
were organized in Ohio and Indiana, respectively,
is

1,874.96 miles, of

nois

— all of

—

under the name of the Toledo & Illinois Railroad
and the Lake Erie, Wabash & St. Louis Railroad,
which were consolidated as the Toledo, Wabash
& Western Railroad, June 25, 1856. In 1858
these lines were sold separately under foreclosure, and finally reorganized, under a special charter granted by the Illinois Legislature, under the
name of the Great Western Railroad Company.
(3) The Quincy & Toledo Railroad, extending
from Camp Point to the Illinois River opposite
Meredosia, was constructed in 1858-59, and that,
with the Illinois & Southern Iowa (from Clayton to Keokuk), was united, July 1, 1865, with
the eastern divisions extending to Toledo, the
organization taking the name of the main
The
(Toledo, Wabash & Western).
(4)
Hannibal & Naples Division (49.6 miles), from
Bluffs to Hannibal, Mo., was chartered in 1863,

new

line,

opened for business in 1870 and leased to the
Toledo, Wabash & Western. The latter defaulted
on its interest in 1875, was placed in the hands
of a receiver and, in 1877, was turned over to a
new company under the name of the Wabash
Railway Company. (5) In 1868 the company,
as it then existed, promoted and secured the construction, and afterwards acquired the ownership, of a line extending from Decatur to East St.
Louis (110.5 miles) under the name of the Decatur & East St. Louis Railroad. (6) The Eel River
Railroad, from Butler to Logansport, Ind., was
acquired in 1877, and afterwards extended to
Detroit under the name of the Detroit, Butler &
St. Louis Railroad, completing the connection
from Logansport to Detroit. In November, 1879,
the Wabash, St. Louis & Pacific Railway Company was organized, took the property and consolidated it with certain lines west of the
Mississippi, of which the chief was the St. Louis,
Kansas City & Northern. A line had been projected from Decatur to Chicago as early as 1870,
but, not having been constructed in 1881, the
Wabash, St. Louis & Pacific purchased what was
known as the Chicago & Paducah Railroad,
uniting with the main line at Bement, and (by
way of the Decatur and St. Louis Division) giving a direct line between Chicago and St. Louis.
At this time the Wabash, St. Louis & Pacific was
operating the following additional leased lines:
Pekin, Lincoln & Decatur (67.2 miles); Hannibal
& Central Missouri (70.2 miles); Lafayette, Mun-

—

& Bloomington (36.7 miles), and the Lafayette
Bloomington & Muncie (80 miles). A connection
between Chicago on the west and Toledo and
Detroit on the east was established over the
Grand Trunk road in 1882, but, in 1890, the com-

cie
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pany constructed a

from Montpelier, Ohio, to

line

Clark, Ind. (149.7 miles), thence by track lease
to Chicago (17.5 miles), giving an independent
line

between Chicago and Detroit by what is
to investors as the Detroit & Chicago

known

Division.

The

Wabash, St. Louis &
amounted to over 3,600

total mileage of the

Pacific system, in 1884,

miles; but, in

May

of that year, default having

been made in the payment of

interest, the

work

of disintegration began. The main line east of
the Mississippi and that on the west were separated, the latter taking the name of the "Wabash

Western." The Eastern Division was placed in
the hands of a receiver, so remaining until May,
1889, when the two divisions, having been
bought in by a purchasing committee, were
consolidated under the present name. The total
earnings and income of the road in Illinois, for
the fiscal year 1898, were $4,402,621, and the
expenses $4,836,110. The total capital invested
(1898) was $139,889,643, including capital stock
of $52,000,000 and bonds to the amount of $81,534,000.

WABASH RIVER, rises in

northwestern Ohio,

passes into Indiana, and runs northwest to Huntington. It then flows nearly due west to Logans-

thence southwest to Covington, finally
turning southward to Terre Haute, a few miles
below which it strikes the western boundary of
Indiana. It forms the boundary between Illinois
and Indiana (taking into account its numerous
windings) for some 200 miles. Below Vincennes
it runs in a south-southwesterly direction, and
enters the Ohio at the south-west extremity of
Indiana, near latitude 37° 49' north. Its length
is estimated at 557 miles.
port,

WABASH &

MISSISSIPPI

RAILROAD.

(See Illinois Central Railroad.)

WABASH,
ROAD.

(See

ST.

LOUIS & PACIFIC RAIL-

Wabash

Railroad.

WABASH & WESTERN RAILROAD.
Wabash

(See

Railroad.)

WAIT, William Smith,

pioneer,

and original

suggestor of the Illinois Central Railroad, was
born in Portland, Maine, March 5, 1789, and educated in the public schools of his native place.
In his youth he entered a book-publishing house
in which his father was a partner, and was for a
time associated with the publication of a weekly
paper. Later the business was conducted at
Boston, and extended over the Eastern, Middle,
and Southern States, the subject of this sketch
making extensive tours in the interest of the
firm.

In

1817

he made a tour to the West,

reaching

St.
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Louis, and, early in the following

111., where he made
land from the Government.
Returning to Boston a few months later, he continued in the service of the publishing firm until
1820, when he again came to Illinois, and, in
1821, began farming in Ripley Township, Bond
County. Returning East in 1824, he spent the
next ten years in the employment of the publishing firm, with occasional visits to Illinois. In
1835 he located permanently near Greenville,
Bond County, and engaged extensively in farming and fruit-raising, planting one of the largest
apple orchards in the State at that early day. In
1845 he presided as chairman over the National
Industrial Convention in New York, and, in
1848, was nominated as the candidate of the
National Reform Association for Vice-President
on the ticket with Gerrit Smith of New York,
but declined. He was also prominent in County
and State Agricultural Societies. Mr Wait has
been credited with being one of the first (if not
the very first) to suggest the construction of the
Illinois Central Railroad, which he did as early
as 1835; was also one of the prime movers in the
construction of the Mississippi & Atlantic Railroad now the "Vandalia Line" giving much
time to the latter enterprise from 1846 for many

year, visited

Bond County,

his first entry of

—

—

and was one of the original incorporators
the St. Louis & Illinois Bridge Company.
Died, July 17, 1865.

years,

of

WALKER, Cyrus, pioneer, lawyer, born in
Rockbridge County, Va., May 14, 1791; was taken
while an infant to Adair County, Ky., and came
to Macomb, 111., in 1833, being the second lawyer
to locate in McDonough County. He had a wide
reputation as a successful advocate, especially in
criminal cases, and practiced extensively in the
courts of Western Illinois and also in Iowa. Died,
Dec. 1, 1875. Mr. Walker was uncle of the late
Pinkney H. Walker of the Supreme Court, who
studied law with him. He was Whig candidate
for Presidential Elector for the State-at-large in
1840.

WALKER,
in

James Barr, clergyman, was born

Philadelphia, July

29,

1805;

in

youth

his

served as errand-boy in a country store near
Pittsburg and spent four years in a printing
office then became clerk in the office of Mordecai
M. Noah, in New York, studied law and graduated from Western Reserve College, Ohio edited
various religious papers, including "The Watchman of the Prairies" (now "The Advance") of
Chicago, was licensed to preach by the Presbytery
of Chicago, and for some time was lecturer on
;

;
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"Harmony between Science and Revealed Religion" at Oberlin College and Chicago Theological
Seminary. He was author of several volumes,
one of which "The Philosophy of the Plan of
Salvation,' published anonymously under the
editorship of Prof. Calvin E. Stowe (1855) ran
through several editions and was translated into
five different languages, including Hindustanee.

—

7

—

111., March 6, 1887.
James Monroe, corporation lawyer
and Railway President, was born at Claremont,
N. H., Feb. 14, 1820. At fifteen he removed with
his parents to a farm in Michigan was educated
at Oberlin, Ohio, and at the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, graduating from the latter in
1849.
He then entered a law office as clerk and
student, was admitted to the bar the next year,
and soon after elected Prosecuting Attorney of
Washtenaw County; was also local attorney for

Died, at Wheaton,

WALKER,

;

the Michigan Central Railway, for which, after
his

removal to Chicago in

Two

1853,

he became Gen-

years later the firm of Sedgwick & Walker, which had been organized in
Michigan, became attorneys for the Chicago,
Burlington & Quincy Railroad, and, until his
death, Mr. Walker was associated with this company, either as General Solicitor, General Counsel
or President, filling the latter position from 1870
to 1875.
Mr. Walker organized both the Chicago
and Kansas City stock-yards, and was President
of these corporations, as also of the Wilmington
Coal Company, down to the time of his death,
which occurred on Jan. 22, 1881, as a result of
heart disease.
WALKER, (Rev.) Jesse, Methodist Episcopal
missionary, was born in Rockingham County,
Va., June 9, 1766; in 1800 removed to Tennessee,
became a traveling preacher in 1802, and, in
1806, came to Illinois under the presiding-eldership of Rev. William McKendree (afterwards
Bishop), locating first at Turkey Hill, St. Clair
County. In 1807 he held a camp meeting near
Edwardsville the first on Illinois soil. Later,
he transferred his labors to Northern Illinois;
was at Peoria in 1824; at Ottawa in 1825, and
devoted much time to missionary work among
the Pottawatomies, maintaining a school among
them for a time. He visited Chicago in 1826, and
there is evidence that he was a prominent resident
there for several years, occupying a log house,
which he used as a church and living-room, on
"Wolf Point" at the junction of the North and
South Branches of the Chicago River. While
acting as superintendent of the Fox River mission, his residence appears to have been at Plaineral Solicitor.

—

field, in

the northern part of Will County.

Oct.

1835.

5,

Died,

WALKER, Pinkney H., lawyer and jurist,
was born in Adair County, Ky., June 18, 1815.
His boyhood was chiefly passed in farm work and
as clerk in a general store in 1834 he came to Illinois, settling at Rushville, where he worked in a
In 1838 he removed to
store for four years.
Macomb, where he began attendance at an academy and the study of law with his uncle, Cyrus
Walker, a leading lawyer of his time. He was
;

admitted to the bar in 1839, practicing at Macomb
until 1848, when he returned to Rushville.
In
1853 he was elected Judge of the Fifth Judicial
Circuit, to fill a vacancy, and re-elected in 1855.
This position he resigned in 1858, having been
appointed, by Governor Bissell, to fill the vacancy
on the bench of the Supreme Court occasioned by
the resignation of Judge Skinner. Two months
later he was elected to the same position, and
re-elected in 1867 and '76.
He presided as Chief
Justice from January, 1864, to June, '67, and
again from June, 1874, to June, '75. Before the
expiration of his last term he died, Feb. 7, 18S5.
WALL, George Willard, lawyer, politician and
Judge, was born at Chillicothe, Ohio, April 22,
1839; brought to Perry County, 111., in infancy,
and received his preparatory education at McKen.
dree College, finally graduating from the Uni-

Michigan in

1858, and
from the
School in 1859, when he began
practice at Duquoin, 111. He was a member of
the Constitutional Convention of 1862, and, from
1864 to '68, served as State's Attorney for the
Third Judicial District was also a Delegate to the
State Constitutional Convention of 1869-70. In
1872 he was an unsuccessful Democratic candidate for Congress, although running ahead of his
ticket.
In 1877 he was elected to the bench of
the Third Circuit, and re-elected in '79, '85 and
'91, much of the time since 1877 being on duty
upon the Appellate bench. His home is at
Duquoin.
WALLACE, (Rev.) Peter, D.D., clergyman
and soldier; was born in Mason County, Ky.,
April 11, 1813; taken in infancy to Brown
Count}', Ohio, where he grew up on a farm until
15 years of age, when he was apprenticed to a
carpenter; at the age of 20 came to Illinois,
where he became a contractor and builder, following this occupation for a number of years. He
was converted in 1S35 at Springfield, 111., and,
some years later, having decided to enter the
ministry, was admitted to the Illinois Conference
as a deacon by Bishop E. S. Janes in 1855, and

versity

of

Cincinnati

Law

;
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placed in charge of the Danville Circuit. Two
years later he was ordained by Bishop Scott, and,
in the next few years, held pastorates at various
places in the central and eastern parts of the
From 1867 to 1874 he was Presiding Elder
State.
of the Mattoon and Quincy Districts, and, for six
years, held the position of President of the Board
of Trustees of Chaddock College at Quincy, from
which he received the degree of D.D. in 1881.
In the second year of the Civil War he raised a
company in Sangamon County, was chosen
its Captain and assigned to the Seventy-third
Illinois Volunteers, known as the "preachers'
regiment" all of its officers being ministers. In
1864 he was compelled by ill-health to resign his
commission. While pastor of the church at Saybrook, 111., he was offered the position of Postmaster of that place, which he decided to accept,
and was allowed to retire from the active minisOn retirement from office, in 1884, he
try.
removed to Chicago. In 1889 he was appointed
by Governor Fifer the first Chaplain of the Soldiers' and Sailors' Home at Quincy, but retired
some four years afterward, when he returned to
Chicago. Dr. Wallace was an eloquent and
effective preacher and continued to preach, at
intervals, until within a short time of his decease,
which occurred in Chicago, Feb. 21, 1897, in his
84th year. A zealous patriot, he frequently
spoke very effectively upon the political rostrum.
Originally a Whig, he became a Republican on
the organization of that party, and took pride in
the fact that the first vote he ever cast was for
Abraham Lincoln, for Representative in the Legislature, in 1834.
He was a Knight Templar, VicePresident of the Tippecanoe Club of Chicago,
and, at his death, Chaplain of America Post, No.
708, G. A. R.

—

WALLACE, William Henry Lamb,
soldier,

was born

at

lawyer and
Urbana, Ohio, July 8, 1821

brought to Illinois in 1833, his father settling
near La Salle and, afterwards, at Mount Morris,
Ogle County, where young Wallace attended the
Rock River Seminary was admitted to the bar in
;

1845

;

in 1846 enlisted as a private in the First

Illi-

John J. Hardin's regiment),
for the Mexican War, rising to the rank of Adjutant and participting in the battle of Buena Vista
(where his commander w as killed), and in other

nois Volunteers (Col.

r

engagements. Returning to his profession at
Ottawa, he served as District Attorney (1852-56),
then became partner of his father-in-law, Col.
T. Lyle Dickey, afterwards of the Supreme Court.
In April, 1861, he was one of the first to answer
the call for troops by enlisting, and became Colo-
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nel of the Eleventh Illinois (three-months'
men), afterwards re-enlisting for three years.
As commander of a brigade he participated in
the capture of Forts Henry and Donelson, in February, 1862, receiving promotion as BrigadierGeneral for gallantry. At Pittsburg Landing

commander of Gen. C. F. Smith's
devolving on him on account of the

(Shiloh),

as

Division,

he showed great
courage, but fell mortally wounded, dying at
Charleston, Tenn., April 10, 1862. His career

illness of his superior officer,

promised great brilliancy and his loss was greatly
deplored.— Martin R. M. ( Wallace), brother of
the preceding, was born at Urbana, Ohio, Sept.
29, 1829, came to La Salle County, 111., with his
father's family and was educated in the local
schools and at Rock River Seminary studied law
at Ottawa, and was admitted to the bar in 1856,
soon after locating in Chicago.
In 1861 he
assisted in organizing the Fourth Regiment Illinois Cavalry, of which he became LieutenantColonel, and was complimented, in 1865, with the
rank of brevet Brigadier-General. After the
war he served as Assessor of Internal Revenue
(1866-69)
County Judge (1869-77) Prosecuting
Attorney (1884) and, for many years past, has
been one of the Justices of the Peace of the city
;

;

;

;

of Chicago.

WALNUT, a town of Bureau County, on the
Mendota and Fulton branch of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad, 26 miles west of
Mendota; is in a farming and stock-raising district; has two banks and two newspapers.
Population (1890), 605; (1900), 791.

WAR

OF

1812.

Upon

the declaration of

war

by Congress, in June, 1812, the Pottawatomies,
and most of the other tribes of Indians in the
Territory of Illinois, strongly sympathized with
the British. The savages had been hostile and
restless for some time previous, and blockhouses
and family forts had been erected at a number
of points, especially in the settlements most
exposed to the incursions of the savages. Governor Edwards, becoming apprehensive of an
outbreak, constructed Fort Russell, a few miles
from Edwardsville. Taking the field in person,
he made this his headquarters, and collected a
force of 250 mounted volunteers, who were later
reinforced by two companies of rangers, under
Col. William Russell, numbering about 100 men.
An independent company of twenty-one spies, of
which John Reynolds afterwards Governor
was a member, was also formed and led by Capt.
Samuel Judy. The Governor organized his little
army into two regiments under Colonels Rector

—
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Stephenson, Colonel Russell serving as
second to the commander-in-chief, other members of his staff being Secretary Nathaniel Pope
and Robert K. McLaughlin. On Oct. 18, 1812,
Governor Edwards, with his men, set out for
Peoria, where it was expected that their force
would meet that of General Hopkins, who had
been sent from Kentucky with a force of 2,000

and

men.

En

two Kickapoo villages were
number of Indians unnecessarily

route,

burned, and a

by Edwards' party. Hopkins had orders to
on the Illinois and Wabash
He deterRivers, and destroy their villages.
mined, however, on reaching the headwaters of
the Vermilion to proceed no farther. Governor
Edwards reached the head of Peoria Lake, but,
failing to meet Hopkins, returned to Fort Russell.
About the same time Capt. Thomas E. Craig led
a party, in two boats, up the Illinois River to
His boats, as he alleged, having been
Peoria.
fired upon in the night by Indians, who were harbored and protected by the French citizens of
Peoria, he burned the greater part of the village,
and capturing the population, carried them down
the river, putting thein on shore, in the early part
Other desultory
of the winter, just below Alton.
expeditions marked the campaigns of 1813 and
1814. The Indians meanwhile gaining courage,
remote settlements were continually harassed
by marauding bands. Later in 1814, an expedition, led by Major (afterwards President) Zachary
Taylor, ascended the Mississippi as far as Rock
Island, where he found a large force of Indians,
supported by British regulars with artillery.
Finding himself unable to cope with so formidable a foe, Major Taylor retreated down the river.
On the site of the present town of Warsaw he
threw up fortifications, which he named Fort
Edwards, from which point he was subsequently
compelled to retreat. The same year the British,
with their Indian allies, descended from Mackinac, captured Prairie du Chien, and burned Forts
Madison and Johnston, after which they retired
to Cap au Gris. The treaty of Ghent, signed
Dec. 24, 1814, closed the war, although no formal
treaties were made with the tribes until the year
slain

disperse the Indians

following.

WAR OF THE REBELLION.
of the Civil

War, the executive

At the outbreak
chair, in Illinois,

was occupied by Gov. Richard Yates. Immediately upon the issuance of President Lincoln's
first call for

troops (April

15, 1861),

the Governor

issued his proclamation summoning the Legislature together in special session and, the same
day, issued a call for

'

'six

regiments of militia,

'

the quota assigned to the State under call of the
President.
Public excitement was at fever heat,
and dormant patriotism in both sexes was
aroused as never before. Party lines were
broken down and, with comparatively few exceptions, the mass of the people were actuated by a
common sentiment of patriotism. On April 19,
Governor Yates was instructed, by the Secretary
of War, to take possession of Cairo as an important
strategic point. At that time, the State militia
organizations were few in number and poorly
equipped, consisting chiefly of independent companies in the larger cities. The Governor acted
with great promptitude, and, on April 21, seven
companies, numbering 595 men, commanded by
Gen. Richard K. Swift of Chicago, were en route
to Cairo. The first volunteer company to tender
its services, in response to Governor Yates' proclamation, on April 16, was the Zouave Grays of
Springfield.
Eleven other companies were tendered the same day, and, by the evening of the
18th, the number had been increased to fifty.
Simultaneously with these proceedings, Chicago
bankers tendered to the Governor a war loan of
8500,000, and those of Springfield, $100,000.
The
Legislature, at its special session, passed acts increasing the efficiency of the militia law, and
provided for the creation of a war fund of 82,000,000.
Besides the six regiments already called
for, the raising of ten additional volunteer regiments and one battery of light artillery was
authorized.
The last of the six regiments,
apportioned to Illinois under the first presidential
call, was dispatched to Cairo early in May.
The
six regiments were numbered the Seventh to
Twelfth, inclusive the earlier numbers, First to
Sixth, being conceded to the six regiments which
had served in the war with Mexico. The regiments were commanded, respectively, by Colonels
John Cook, Richard J. Oglesby, Eleazer A. Paine,
James D. Morgan, William H. L. Wallace, and
John Mc Arthur, constituting the "First Brigade
of Illinois Volunteers." Benjamin M. Prentiss,
having been chosen Brigadier-General on arrival
at Cairo, assumed command, relieving General
Swift.
The quota under the second call, consisting of ten regiments, was mustered into service
within sixty days, 200 companies being tendered
immediately. Many more volunteered than could
be accepted, and large numbers crossed to Missouri and enlisted in regiments forming in that
State.
During June and Jul}' the Secretary of
War authorized Governor Yates to recruit twentytwo additional regiments (seventeen infantry and

—

five cavalry),

which were promptly

raised.

On
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22,

the day following the defeat of the Union
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date last mentioned, Illinois had furnished to the
244,496 men, being 14,596 in ex-

at Bull Run, President Lincoln called for
Governor Yates im500,000 more volunteers.

Union army

mediately responded with an offer to the War
Department of sixteen more regiments (thirteen
of infantry and three of cavalry), and a battalion
of artillery, adding, that the State claimed it as
her right, to do her full share toward the preservation of the Union. Under supplemental authority, received from the Secretary of War in
August, 1861, twelve additional regiments of infantry and five of cavalry were raised, and, by De-

per cent of the entire population. These were
conqprised in 151 regiments of infantry, 17 of
cavalry and two complete regiments of artillery,
besides twelve independent batteries.
The total

army

cember, 1861, the State had 43,000 volunteers in
the field and 17,000 in camps of instruction.
Other calls were made in July and August, 1862,
each for 300, 000 men. Illinois' quota, under both
calls, was over 52,000 men, no regard being paid

had already furnished
16,000 troops in excess of its quotas under previous calls. Unless this number of volunteers was
raised by September 1, a draft would be ordered.
The tax was a severe one, inasmuch as it would
fall chiefly upon the prosperous citizens, the floating population, the idle and the extremely poor
having already followed the army's march, either
as soldiers or as camp-followers. But recruiting
was actively carried on, and, aided by liberal
to the fact that the State

bounties in many of the counties, in less than a
fortnight the 52,000 new troops were secured, the
volunteers coming largely from the substantial
agricultural, mercantile, artisan and
classes

—

By

the end of December, fifty-nine
regiments and four batteries had been dispatched
to the front, besides a considerable number to fill
up regiments already in the field, wdiich had suffered severely from battle, exposure and disease.
At this time, Illinois had an aggregate of over
professional.

cess of the allotted quotas, constituting fifteen

during the war,
has been reported at 34,834, of which 5,874 were
killed in battle, 4,020 died from wounds, 22,786
from disease and 2,154 from other causes being
a total of thirteen per cent of the entire force of
the State in the service. The part which Illinois
played in the contest was conspicuous for patriotism, promptness in response to every call, and
the bravery and efficiency of its troops in the
field
reflecting honor upon the State and its history.
Nor were its loyal citizens who, while
staying at home, furnished moral and material
support to the men at the front less worthy of
praise than those who volunteered.
By upholding the Government National and State— and
by their zeal and energy in collecting and sending
losses of Illinois organizations,

—

—

—

—

—

—

forward immense quantities of supplies surgical,
medical and other often at no little sacrifice,
they contributed much to the success of the
Union arms. (See also Camp Douglas; Camp
Douglas Conspiracy; Secret Treaso>iable Soci-

—

eties.

)

WAR OF THE REBELLION (History of Illinois Regiments). The following is a list of the
various military organizations mustered into the
service during the Civil War (1861-65), with the
terms of service and a summary of the more
important events in the history of each, while
in the field

large majority of that body

Seventh Infantry. Illinois having sent six
regiments to the Mexican War, by courtesy the
numbering of the regiments which took part in
the war for the Union began with number
Seven. A number of regiments which responded
to the first call of the President, claimed the right
to be recognized as the first regiment in the
field, but the honor was finally accorded to that
organized at Springfield by Col. John Cook, and
hence his regiment was numbered Seventh. It
was mustered into the service, April 25, 1861, and
remained at Mound City during the three months'

to both the National

service, the period of its first enlistment.

135,000 enlisted

men

in the field.

The

issue of

President Lincoln's preliminary proclamation of
emancipation, in September, 1862, was met by a

storm of hostile criticism from his political
opponents, who aided by the absence of so
large a proportion of the loyal population of the
State in the field were able to carry the elections of that year. Consequently, when the

—

—

Twenty-third

General Assembly

convened in
5, 1863, a

regular session at Springfield, on Jan.

was not only opposed
and State administrations,

but avowedly opposed to the further prosecution
of the war under the existing policy. The Legislature reconvened in June, but was prorogued
by Governor Yates Between Oct. 1, 1863, and
July 1, 1864, 16,000 veterans re-enlisted and
57,000 new volunteers were enrolled; and, by the

It

was

subsequently reorganized and mustered for the
three years' service, July 25, 1861, and was
engaged in the battles of Fort Donelson, Shiloh,
Corinth, Cherokee, Allatoona Pass, Salkahatchie
Swamp, Bentonville and Columbia. The regiment re-enlisted as veterans at Pulaski, Tenn.,
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Dec.

22,

July

9,

1863;
1865,

was mustered out at Louisville,
and paid off and discharged at

Springfield, July 11.

Eighth Infantry. Organized at Springfield,
and mustered in for three months' service, April
26, 1861, Richard J. Oglesby of Decatur, being
appointed Colonel. It remained at Cairo during
its term of service, when it was mustered out.
July 25, 1861, it was reorganized and mustered in
It participated in the
for three years' service.
battles of Fort Donelson, Shiloh, Port Gibson,
Thompson Hill, Raymond, Champion Hill, Vicksburg, Brownsville, and Spanish Fort re-enlisted
as veterans, March 24, 1864; was mustered out at
Baton Rouge, May 4, 1866, paid off and discharged, May 13, having served five years.
Ninth Infantry. Mustered into the service
at Springfield, April 26, 1861, for the term of
three months, under Col. Eleazer A. Paine. It
was reorganized at Cairo, in August, for three
years, being composed of companies from St.
Clair, Madison, Montgomery, Pulaski, Alexander
and Mercer Counties; wr as engaged at Fort DonelShiloh, Jackson
(Tenn.),
Meed Creek
son,
Swamps, Salem, Wyatt, Florence, Montezuma,
Athens and Grenada. The regiment was mounted,
March 15, 1863, and so continued during the
remainder of its service. Mustered out at Louisville, July 9, 1865.
Tenth Infantry. Organized and mustered
into the service for three months, on April 29,
1861, at Cairo, and on July 29, 1861, was mustered
into the service for three years, with Col. James
;

D. Morgan in command. It was engaged at
Sykeston, New Madrid, Corinth, Missionary
Ridge, Buzzard's Roost, Resaca, Rome, Kenesaw,
Chattahoochie, Savannah and Bentonville. Reenlisted as veterans, Jan. 1, 1864, and mustered
out of service, July 4, 1865, at Louisville, and
received final discharge and pay, July 11, 1865,
at Chicago.

Eleventh Infantry.
field

and mustered into

Organized at Springservice, April 30, 1861,

for three months.
July 30, the regiment was
mustered out, and re-enlisted for three years'
service.
It was
engaged at Fort Donelson,

Shiloh, Corinth, Tallahatchie, Vicksburg, Liverpool Heights, Yazoo City, Spanish Fort and

Fort Blakely. W. H. L. Wallace, afterwards
Brigadier-General and killed at Shiloh, was its
first

Mustered out of

Colonel.

Rouge, July

14,

1865

;

service, at

Baton

paid off and discharged at

Springfield.

Twelfth Infantry.

Mustered into service
for three years, August 1, 1861 was engaged at
;

Columbus, Fort Donelson, Shiloh, Corinth, Lay's
Ferry, Rome Cross Roads, Dallas, Kenesaw,
Nickajack Creek, Bald Knob, Decatur, Ezra
Church, Atlanta, Allatoona and Goldsboro. On
Jan. 16, 1864, the regiment re-enlisted as veter-

John McArthur was its first Colonel, sucby Augustus L. Chetlain, both being
promoted to Brigadier-Generalships. Mustered
ans.

ceeded

out of service at Louisville, Ky., July

and received
field,

July

final

18.

Thirteenth Infantry.
organized under the act

ment

Bill"'

10, 1865,

pay and discharge, at Spring-

;

One

known

was mustered

of the regiments

as the

"Ten Regi-

into service on

May 24,

three years, at Dixon, with John B.
"Wyrnan as Colonel was engaged at Chickasaw
Bayou, Arkansas Post, Vicksburg, Jackson, Missionary Ridge, Rossville and Ringgold Gap.
Mustered out at Springfield, June 18, 1864, having served three years and two months.
Fourteenth Infantry. One of the regiments
raised under the "Ten Regiment Bill," which
anticipated the requirements of the General
Government by organizing, equipping and drilling a regiment in each Congressional District in
the State for thirty days, unless sooner required
for service by the United States. It was mustered
in at Jacksonville for three years, May 25, 1861,
1861,

for

;

command

of John M. Palmer as its first
was engaged at Shiloh, Corinth, Metamora, Vicksburg, Jackson, Fort Beauregard and

under

Colonel

;

Meridian; consolidated with the Fifteenth Infana veteran battalion (both regiments having enlisted as veterans), on July 1, 1864. In
October, 1864, the major part of the battalion
was captured by General Hood and sent to
Andersonville. The remainder participated in
the "March to the Sea, " and through the campaign in the Carolinas. In the spring of 1865 the
battalion organization was discontinued, both
regiments having been filled up by recruits. The
regiment was mustered out at Fort Leavenworth, Kan., Sept. 16, 1865; and arrived at
Springfield, 111., Sept. 22, 2865, where it received
final payment and discharge.
The aggregate
number of men who belonged to this organization
was 1,980, and the aggregate mustered out at
Fort Leavenworth, 480. During its four years
and four months of service, the regiment
try, as

marched 4,490 miles, traveled by rail, 2,330 miles,
and, by river, 4,490 miles making an aggregate

—

of 11,670 miles.

Fifteenth Infantry. Raised under the "Ten
Regiment Act," in the (then) First Congressional
District; was organized at Freeport, and mus-

HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.
tered into service, May 24, 1861.
at Sedalia, Shiloh, Corinth,

It was engaged
Metamora Hill,
Vicksburg, Fort Beauregard, Champion Hill,
Allatoona and Bentonville. In March, 1864, the

regiment re-enlisted as veterans, and, in July,
1864, was consolidated with the Fourteenth InfanAt Big Shanty and
try as a Veteran Battalion.

Ackworth a
by

captured

was
At Raleigh the

large portion of the battalion

Hood.

General

Veteran Battalion was discontinued and the
Fifteenth reorganized. From July 1, to Sept. 1,
1865, the regiment was stationed at Forts Leavenworth and Kearney. Having been mustered out
at Fort Leavenworth, it was sent to Springfield
for final payment and discharge having served
four years and four months. Miles marched,
4,299; miles by rail, 2,403, miles by steamer,
4,310; men enlisted from date of organization,

—

1,963; strength at date of muster-out, 640.

Sixteenth Lnfantry.

Organized and mus-

tered into service at Quincy under the "Ten-Regi-

ment

Act,*'

engaged

May

24,

1861.

The regiment was

New

Madrid, Tiptonville, Corinth,
Buzzards' Roost, Resaca, Rome, Kenesaw Mountain, Chattahoochie River, Peach Tree Creek,
Fayetteville,
Atlanta,
Savannah, Columbia,
Averysboro and Bentonville. In December,
1864, the regiment re-enlisted as veterans; was
mustered out at Louisville, Ky., July 8, 1865,
after a term of service of four years and three
months, and, a week later, arrived at Springfield, where it received its final pay and discharge
at

papers.

Seventeenth Infantry.

Mustered into the
on May 24, 1861; was
engaged at Fredericktown (Mo.), Greenfield
(Ark.), Shiloh, Corinth, Hatchie and Vicksburg.
In May, 1864, the term of enlistment having
expired, the regiment was ordered to Springfield
for pay and discharge.
Those men and officers
who re-enlisted, and those whose term had not
expired, were consolidated with the Eighth Infantry, which was mustered out in the spring of 1866.
Eighteenth Infantry. Organized under the
provisions of the "Ten Regiment Bill," at Anna,
and mustered into the service on May 28, 1861,
the term of enlistment being for three years.
The regiment participated in the capture of Fort
McHenry, and was actively engaged at Fort
Donelson, Shiloh and Corinth. It was mustered
out at Little Rock, Dec. 16, 1865, and Dec. 31,
service

at

Peoria,

111.,

thereafter, arrived at Springfield,

ment and

in the regiment,

from

discharge (rank and

111.,

for pay-

The aggregate enlistments

discharge.

its

file),

organization to date of

numbered

2,043.
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Nineteenth Infantry. Mustered into the
United States service for three years, June 17,
1861, at Chicago, embracing four companies
which had been accepted under the call for three
months' men; participated in the battle of
Stone River and in the Tullahoma and Chattanooga campaigns; was also engaged at Davis"
Cross Roads, Chickamauga, Missionary Ridge and
Resaca. It was mustered out of service on July
1864, at Chicago.
Originally consisting of
nearly 1,000 men, besides a large number of
recruits received during the war, its strength at
the final muster-out was less than 350.
Twentieth Infantry. Organized, May 14,
9,

1801, at Joliet,

and June

13, 1861,

and mustered

into the service for a term of three years.
It
participated in the following engagements, batsieges, etc.
Fredericktown (Mo. ), Fort
Donelson, Shiloh, Corinth, Thompson's Planta-

tles,

tion,

:

Champion

Hills,

Big Black River, Vicks-

Mountain and Atlanta. After
marching through the Carolinas, the regiment
was finally ordei'ed to Louisville, where it was
mustered out, July 16, 1865, receiving its final
discharge at Chicago, on July 24.
Twenty-first Infantry. Organized under
the "Ten Regiment Bill," from the (then) Sevburg, Kenesaw-

enth Congressional District, at Mattoon, and
mustered into service for three years, June 28,
1861.
Its first Colonel was U. S. Grant, who was
in command until August 7, when he was commissioned Brigadier-General. It was engaged
at Fredericktown (Mo.), Corinth, Perry ville, Murfreesboro, Liberty Gap, Chickamauga, Jonesboro,
Franklin and Nashville. The regiment re-enlisted
as veterans, at Chattanooga, in February, 1864.
From June, 1864, to December, 1865, it was on
duty in Texas. Mustered out at San Antonio,
Dec. 16, 1865, and paid off and discharged at
Springfield, Jan. 18, 1866.

Twenty-second
Belleville,

years,

at

Infantry. Organized
at
and mustered into service, for three
Caseyville, 111., June 25, 1861; w as
r

engaged at Belmont, Charleston (Mo.), Sikestown,
Tiptonville, Farmington, Corinth, Stone River,
Chickamauga, Missionary Ridge, Resaca, New
Hope Church, and all the battles of the Atlanta
campaign, except Rocky Face Ridge. It was
mustered out at Springfield, July 7, 1864, the veterans and recruits, whose term of service had not
expired, being consolidated with the Forty -second
Regiment Illinois Infantry Volunteers.
Twenty-third Infantry. The organization
of the Twenty-third Infantry Volunteers commenced, at Chicago, under the popular name of

HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.

554

"Irish Brigade," immediately upon the
opening of hostilities at Sumter. The formal
muster of the regiment, under the command of
Col. James A. Mulligan, was made, June 15, 1861,
at Chicago, when it was occupying barracks
known as Kane's brewery near the river on
West Polk Street. It was early ordered to Northern Missouri, and was doing garrison duty at
Lexington, when, in September, 1861, it surrendered with the rest of the garrison, to the forces
under the rebel General Price, and was paroled.
From Oct. 8, 1861, to June 14, 1862, it was detailed
to guard prisoners at Camp Douglas. Thereafter
it participated in engagements in the Virginias,
as follows: at South Fork, Greenland Gap, Philippi, Hedgeville, Leetown, Maryland Heights,
Snicker's Gap, Kernstown, Cedar Creek, Winchester, Charlestown, Berryville, Opequan Creek,
Fisher's Hill, Harrisonburg, Hatcher's Run and
Petersburg. It also took part in the siege of
Richmond and the pursuit of Lee, being present
In January
at the surrender at Appomattox.
and February, 1864, the regiment re-enlisted as
veterans, at Greenland Gap, W. Va. In August,
1864, the ten companies of the Regiment, then
numbering 440, were consolidated into five companies and designated, "Battalion, Twenty-third
Regiment, Illinois Veteran Volunteer Infantry.
The regiment was thanked by Congress for its
part at Lexington, and was authorized to inscribe
Lexington upon its colors. (See also Mulligan,

the

James A.)
Twenty-fourth Infantry,

(known as the
Hecker Regiment). Organized at Chicago,
with two companies to-wit: the Union Cadets
and the Lincoln Rifles from the three months'
service, in June, 1861, and mustered in, July 8,
First

—

1861.

It

—

participated in the battles of Perryville,

Chickamauga, Resaca, Kenesaw
Mountain and other engagements in the Atlanta
campaign. It was mustered out of service at
Chicago, August 6, 1864. A fraction of the regiment, which had been recruited in the field, and
whose term of service had not expired at the date
of muster-out, was organized into one company
and attached to the Third Brigade, First Division, Fourteenth Army Corps, and mustered out
at Camp Butler, August 1, 1865.
Twenty-fifth Infantry. Organized from
the counties of Kankakee, Iroquois, Ford, Vermilion, Douglas, Coles, Champaign and Edgar, and
mustered into service at St. Louis, August 4, 1861.
It participated in the battles of Pea Ridge, Stone
River, Chickamauga, Missionary Ridge, in the
siege of Corinth, the battle of Kenesaw Moun-

Murfreesboro,

the siege of Atlanta, and innumerable skirmishes was mustered out at Springfield, Sept. 5,
1864.
During its three years' service the regiment traveled 4,962 miles, of which 3,252 were on
foot, the remainder by steamboat and railroad.
Twenty-sixth Infantry. Mustered into service, consisting of seven companies, at Springfield,
August 31, 1861. On Jan. 1, 1864, the regiment
re-enlisted as veterans.
It was authorized by the
commanding General to inscribe upon its bantain,

;

"New Madrid"' "Islahd No. 10;" "Farmington;" "Siege of Corinth;" "Iuka;" "Corinth—
3d and 4th, 1862;" "Resaca;" "Kenesaw;" "Ezra
Church;" "Atlanta;" "Jonesboro;" "Griswoldville;" "McAllister;" "Savannah;" "Columbia,"
and "Bentonville." It was mustered out at
Louisville, July 20, 1865, and paid off and
discharged, at Springfield, July 28 the regiment
having marched, during its four years of service,
6,931 miles, and fought twenty -eight hard battles,
ners

;

—

besides innumerable skirmishes.

Twenty-seventh Infantry. First organized,
with only seven companies, at Springfield,
August 10, 1861, and organization completed by
the addition of three more companies, at Cairo,,
on September 1. It took part in the battle of Belmont, the siege of Island No. 10, and the battles
of Farmington, Nashville, Murfreesboro, Chickamauga, Missionary Ridge, Rocky Face Ridge,
Resaca, Calhoun, Adairsville, Dallas, Pine Top
Mountain and Kenesaw Mountain, as well as in
the investment of Atlanta; was relieved from
duty, August 25, 1864, while at the front, and
mustered out at Springfield, September 20. Its
veterans, with the recruits whose term of service had not expired, were consolidated with the

Ninth Infantry.
of
Twenty-eighth
Infantry. Composed
companies from Pike, Fulton, Schuyler, Mason,
Scott and Menard Counties; was organized at
Springfield, August 15, 1861, and mustered into
It participated in the
Shiloh and Metamora, the siege of
Vicksburg and the battles of Jackson, Mississippi,
and Fort Beauregard, and in the capture of
Spanish Fort, Fort Blakely and Mobile. From
June, 1864, to March, 1866, it was stationed in
Texas, and was mustered out at Brownsville, in
that State, March 15, 1866, having served four

service for three years.
battles of

years and seven months.
Springfield,

May

It

was discharged,

at

13, 1866.

Twenty-ninth Infantry. Mustered into servat Springfield, August 19, 1861, and was
engaged at Fort Donelson and Shiloh, and in the
Eight
sieves of Corinth. Vicksburff and Mobile.
ice

.
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companies wei e detailed for duty at Holly Springs,
and were there captured by General Van Dorn,
in December, 1802, but were exchanged, six
months later. In January, 1864, the regiment
re-enlisted as veterans, and, from June, 1864, to
November, 1865, was on duty in Texas. It was
-

mustered out of service in that State, Nov. 6,
1865, and received final discharge on November 28.
Thirtieth Infantry. Organized at Springfiald, August 28, 1861
was engaged at Belmont,
;

siege of Corinth, Medan
Raymond, Champion Hills, the sieges of
Vicksburg and Jackson, Big Shanty, Atlanta,

Fort

Donelson,

the

Station,

Savannah, Pocotaligo, Orangeburg, Columbia,
Cheraw, and Fayetteville mustered out, July
;

17, 1865,

and received

final

payment and discharge

at Sjtringfield, July 27, 1865.

Thirty-first Infantry. Organized at Cairo,
and there mustered into service on Sept. 18,
1861 was engaged at Belmont, Fort Donelson,
Shiloh, in the two expeditions against Vicksburg, at Thompson's Hill, Ingram Heights, Raymond, Jackson, Champion Hill, Big Shanty,
Kenesaw Mountain, Atlanta, Lovejoy Station and
Jonesboro; also participated in the "March to
the Sea" and took part in the battles and skirmishes at Columbia, Cheraw, Fayetteville and
;

A

majority of the regiment reIt was
enlisted as veterans in March, 1864.
mustered out at Louisville, July 19, 1865, and
finally discharged at Springfield, July 23.
Thirty-second
Infantry.
Organized at
Springfield and mustered into service, Dec. 31,
1861.
By special authority from the War Department, it originally consisted of ten companies of
It was
infantry, one of cavalry, and a battery.
engaged at Fort Donelson, Shiloh, in the sieges
of Corinth and Vicksburg, and in the battles of
La Grange, Grand Junction, Metamora, Harrisonburg, Kenesaw Mountain, Nickajack Creek,
Allatoona, Savannah, Columbia, Cheraw and
Bentonville. In January, 1864, the regiment
re-enlisted as veterans, and, in June, 1865, was
ordered to Fort Leavenworth. Mustered out
there, Sept. 16, 1865, and finally discharged at
Bentonville.

Springfield.

Thirty-third Infantry.

Organized and mus-

tered into service at Springfield in September,

was engaged at Fredericktown (Mo.), Port
Champion Hills, Black River Bridge, the
assault and siege of Vicksburg, siege of Jackson,
Fort Esperanza, and in the expedition against
Mobile. The regiment veteranized at Vicksburg.
Jan. 1, 1864; was mustered out, at the same point,
Nov. 24, 1865, and finally discharged at Spring1861:

Gibson,

field,

ment
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Dec. 6 and 7, 1865. The aggregate enrollof the regiment was between 1,900 and

2,000.

Organized
Infantry.
at
was engaged at Shiloh,
Corinth, Murfreesboro, Rocky Face Ridge, Resaca, Big Shanty, Kenesaw Mountain, Atlanta,

Thirty-fourth

Springfield, Sept.

7,

1861;

Jonesboro, and, after j>articipating in the "March
to the Sea" and through the Carolinas, took part
in the battle of Bentonville.
After the surrender
of Johnston, the regiment went with Sherman's
Army to Washington, D. C, and took part in the
grand review, May 24, 1865; left Washington,
June 12, and arrived at Louisville, Ky., June 18,

where

it was mustered out, on Jul}' 12; was discharged and paid at Chicago, July 17, 1865.
Thirty-fifth Infantry. Organized at Decatur on July 3, 1861, and its services tendered to
the President, being accepted by the Secretary of
War as "Col. G. A. Smith's Independent Regiment of Illinois Volunteers," on July 23, and
mustered into service at St. Louis, August 12. It
was engaged at Pea Ridge and in the siege of

Corinth, also participated in the battles of Perryville,
Stone River, Chickamauga, Missionary
Ridge, Rocky Face Ridge, Resaca, Dallas and

Kenesaw.

Its

final

muster-out took place at

having
and steamboat

Springfield, Sept. 27, 1864, the regiment

marched (exclusive

of railroad

transportation) 3,056 miles.

Organized at Camp
and mustered into
for a term of three years.

Thirty-sixth Infantry.

Hammond, near

Aurora,

service, Sept. 23, 1861,

111.,

The regiment, at its organization, numbered 965
officers and enlisted men, and had two companies
of Cavalry ("A" and "B"), 186 officers and
men. It was engaged at Leetown, Pea Ridge,
Perryville, Stone River,

Chickamauga, the siege
Rocky Face

of Chattanooga, Missionary Ridge,

Ridge, Resaca, Adairsville,

New Hope

Kenesaw Mountain, Peach Tree

Church,

Creek, Jones-

and Nashville. Mustered out,
and disbanded, at Springfield, Oct.
27, having marched and been transported, during
its term of service, more than 10,000 miles.
Thirty-seventh Infantry. Familiarly kncwn
as "Fremont Rifles"; organized in August, 1861,
and mustered into service, Sept. 18. The regiment was presented with battle-flags by the Chicago Board of Trade. It participated in the
battles of Pea Ridge, Neosho, Prairie Grove and
Chalk Bluffs, the siege of Vicksburg, and in the
battles of Yazoo City and Morgan's Bend.
In
October, 1863, it was ordered to the defense of the
frontier along the Rio Grande; re-enlisted as
boro, Franklin

Oct.

8,

1865,
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veterans in February, 1864; took part in the
siege and storming of Fort Blakely and the capture of Mobile; from July, 1865, to May, 1866,
was again on duty in Texas was mustered out
at Houston, May 15, 1866, and finally discharged
at Springfield, May 31, having traveled some
17,000 miles, of which nearly 3,300 were by
marching.
;

Infantry.

Thirty-eighth

Organized
at
The regiment
was engaged in the battles of Fredericktown,
Perryville, Knob Gap, Stone River, Liberty Gap,
Chickamauga, Pine Top, Kenesaw Mountain,
Atlanta, Jonesboro, Franklin and Nashville;
re-enlisted as veterans in February, 1864; from
June to December, 1865, was on duty in Louisiana and Texas; was mustered out at Victoria,
Springfield, in September,

Texas, Dec.

31, 1865,

1861.

and received

final

discharge

at Springfield.

Thirty-ninth Infantry. The organization of
Regiment was commenced as soon as the
news of the firing on Fort Sumter reached Chicago. General Thomas O. Osborne was one of its
contemplated field officers, and labored zealously
to get it accepted under the first call for troops,
but did not accomplish his object. The regiment
had already assumed the name of the "Yates
Phalanx" in honor of Governor Yates. It was
accepted by the War Department on the day
this

succeeding the first Bull Run disaster (July 22,
1861), and Austin Light, of Chicago, was appointed
Colonel. Under his direction the organization was
completed, and the regiment left Camp Mather,
Chicago, on the morning of Oct. 13, 1861. It participated in the battles of Winchester, Malvern
Hill (the second), Morris Island, Fort Wagner,
Drury's Bluff, and in numerous engagements
before Petersburg and Richmond, including the
capture of Fort Gregg, and was present at Lee's
surrender at Appomattox. In the meantime the
regiment re-enlisted as veterans, at Hilton Head,
It was mustered out
S. C, in September, 1863.
at Norfolk, Dec. 6, 1865, and received final discharge at Chicago, December 16.
Fortieth Infantry. Enlisted from the counties of
Franklin, Hamilton, Wayne, White,
Wabash, Marion, Clay and Fayette, and mustered
into service for three years at Springfield,

August

10,

1861.

It

was engaged

at Shiloh, in

the siege of Corinth, at Jackson (Miss.), in the
siege of Vicksburg, at Missionary Ridge, New
Hope Church, Black Jack Knob, Kenesaw Mountain, Atlanta, Jonesboro, Ezra Chapel, Griswoldville, siege of Savannah, Columbia (S. C),

and Bentonville.

It re-enlisted,

as veterans, at

Scottsboro, Ala., Jan.

1,

1864,

and was mustered

out at Louisville, July 24, 1865, receiving final
discharge at Springfield.
Forty-first Infantry. Organized at Decatur
during July and August, 1861, and was mustered
into service, August 5.
It was engaged at Fort
Donelson, Shiloh, the siege of Corinth, the second
battle of Corinth, the siege of Vicksburg and
Jackson, in the Red River campaign, at Guntown,

Kenesaw Mountain and

Allatoona, and partici-

pated in the "March to the Sea."

March

as veterans,

17,

1864, at

It re-enlisted,

Vicksburg, and

was consolidated with the Fifty -third Infantry,
4, 1865, forming Companies G and H.
Forty-second Infantry. Organized at Chicago, July 22, 1861 was engaged at Island No. 10,

Jan.

;

the

siege

of

Corinth, battles of

Farmington,

Columbia (Tenn.), was besieged at Nashville,
engaged at Stone River, in the Tullahoma campaign, at Chickamauga, Missionary Ridge, Rocky
Face Ridge, Resaca, Adairsville, New Hope
Church, Pine and Kenesaw Mountains, Peach
Tree Creek, Atlanta, Jonesboro, Lovejoy Station,
Spring Hill, Franklin and Nashville. It reenlisted, as veterans, Jan. 1, 1864; was stationed
in Texas from July to December, 1865; was mustered out at Indianola, in that State, Dec. 16,
1865, and finally discharged, at Springfield, Jan.
12, 1866.

Forty-third Infantry.

Organized at SpringSeptember, 1861, and mustered into
service on Oct. 12. The regiment took part in
the battles of Fort Donelson, Shiloh and in the
field

in

campaigns in West Tennessee, Mississippi and
Arkansas; was mustered out at Little Rock,
Nov. 30, 1865, and returned to Springfield for
final pay and discharge, Dec. 14, 1865.
Forty-fourth Infantry. Organized in August, 1861, at Chicago, and mustered into service,
Sept. 13, 1861
was engaged at Pea Ridge,
Perryville, Stone River, Hoover's Gap, Shelbyville,
Tullahoma, Chickamauga,
Missionary
Ridge, Buzzard's Roost, Rocky Face Ridge,
Adairsville, Dallas, New Hope Church, Kenesaw Mountain, Gulp's Farm, Chattahoochie
River, Peach Tree Creek, Atlanta, Jonesboro,
Franklin and Nashville. The regiment re-enlisted
;

as

veterans

From June

in

Tennessee,

in

to September, 1865,

January.
it

1864.

was stationed

and Texas, was mustered out at
Port Lavaca, Sept. 25, 1865, and received final
discharge, at Springfield, three weeks later.
Forty-fifth Infantry. Originally called
the "Washburne Lead Mine Regiment"; was
organized at Galena, July 23, 1861, and mustered
in Louisiana
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It was
into service at Chicago, Dec. 25, 1861.
engaged at Fort Donelson, Shiloh, the siege of
Corinth, battle of Medan, the campaign against
Vicksburg, the Meridian raid, the Atlanta campaign, the "March to the Sea," and the advance
through the Carolinas. The regiment veteranized in January, 1864; was mustered out of service at Louisville, Ky., July 12, 1865, and arrived
in Chicago, July 15, 1865, for final pay and dis-

charge.

Distance marched in four years, 1,750

miles.

Forty-sixth Infantry. Organized at SpringDec. 28, 1861 was engaged at Fort Donel-

field,

;

Shiloh,

son,

the

siege

of

Corinth,

of

battle

Metamora, siege of Vicksburg (where five companies of the regiment were captured), in the
reduction of Spanish Fort and Fort Blakeley,
and the capture of Mobile. It was mustered in
as a veteran regiment, Jan. 4, 1864. From May,
1865, to January, 1866, it was on duty in Louisiana was mustered out at Baton Rouge, Jan. 20,
1866, and, on Feb. 1, 1866, finally paid and discharged at Springfield.
Forty-seventh Infantry. Organized and
mustered into service at Peoria, 111., on August
The regiment took part in the expe16, 1861.
dition against New Madrid and Island No. 10;
also participated in the battles of Farmington,
;

Iuka, the second battle of Corinth, the capture

Jackson, the siege of Vicksburg, the Red
River expedition and the battle of Pleasant Hill,
and in the struggle at Lake Chicot. It w as
ordered to Chicago to assist in quelling an anticipated riot, in 1864, but, returning to the front,
took part in the reduction of Spanish Fort and
the capture of Mobile; was mustered out, Jan.
21, 1866, at Selma, Ala., and ordered to Springfield, where it received final pay and discharge.
Those members of the regiment who did not re-enlist as veterans were mustered out, Oct. 11, 1864.
Forty-eighth Infantry. Organized at Springfield, September, 1861, and participated in battles
and sieges as follows: Fort Henry and Fort
Donelson, Shiloh, Corinth (siege of), Vicksburg
(first expedition against), Missionary Ridge, as
well as in the Atlanta campaign and the "March
The regiment re-enlisted as veterto the Sea."
of

T

ans, at Scottsboro, Ala., Jan.

1,

1864;

was mus-

tered out, August 15, 1865, at Little Rock, Ark.,
and ordered to Springfield for final discharge,
arriving,

was

August

3,000 miles;

The distance marched
moved by water, 5,000; by rail21, 1865.

road, 3,450— total, 11,450.

Forty-ninth Infantry.
field,

111.,

Dec. 31, 1861;

Organized at Springat Fort

was engaged
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Donelson, Shiloh and Little Rock; took part in
the campaign against Meridian and in the Red
River expedition, being in the battle of Pleasant
Hill, Jan. 15, 1864; three- fourths of the regiment
re-enlisted

and were mustered

in

as veterans,

returning to Illinois on furlough. The nonveterans took part in the battle of Tupelo. The
regiment participated in the battle of Nashville,

and was mustered out, Sept. 9, 1865, at Paducah,
Ky., and arrived at Springfield, Sept, 15, 1865,
for final payment and discharge.
Fiftieth Infantum
Organized at Quincy, in
August, 1861, and mustered into service, Sept. 12,
1861 was engaged at Fort Donelson, Shiloh, the
;

siege of Corinth, the second battle of Corinth,

Allatoona and Bentonville, besides many minor
engagements. The regiment was mounted, Nov.
17, 1863; re-enlisted

as veterans, Jan.

1,

1864,

was

mustered out at Louisville, July 13, 1865, and
reached Springfield, the following day, for final
pay and discharge.
Fifty-first Infantry. Organized at Chicago, Dec. 24, 1861 was engaged at New Madrid,
Island No. 10, Farmington, the siege of Corinth,
Stone River, Chickamauga, Missionary Ridge,
Rocky Face Ridge, Resaca, Dallas, Kenesaw
Mountain, Peach Tree Creek, Atlanta, Jonesboro, Spring Hill, Franklin and Nashville.
The
regiment was mustered in as veterans, Feb. 16,
1864 from July to September, 1865, was on duty
in Texas, and mustered out, Sept. 25. 1865, at
;

;

Camp

Irwin, Texas, arriving at Springfield, 111.,
payment and discharge.

Oct. 15, 1865, for final

Fifty-second Infantry.
Organized at Geneva in November, 1861, and mustered into service, Nov. 19.
The regiment participated in the
following battles, sieges and expeditions Shiloh,
Corinth (siege and second battle of), Iuka, Town
Creek, Snake Creek Gap, Resaca, Lay's Ferry,
Rome Cross Roads, Dallas, Kenesaw Mountain,
Nickajack Creek, Decatur, Atlanta, Jonesboro
and Bentonville. It veteranized, Jan. 9, 1864;
was mustered out at Louisville, July 4. 1865,
and received final payment and discharge at
:

Springfield, July 12.

Fifty-third Infantry. Organized at Ottawa
and ordered to Chicago,
Feb. 27, 1862, to complete its organization. It
took part in the siege of Corinth, and was engaged
at Davis' Bridge, the siege of Vicksburg, in the
Meridian campaign, at Jackson, the siege of
in the winter of 1861-62,

"March to the Sea," the capture of
Savannah and the campaign in the Carolinas,
including the battle of Bentonville. The regiment was mustered out of service at Louisville,
Atlanta, the
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July

22,

and received

1865,

final discharge, at

Fifty-seventh Infantry. Mustered into

Chicago, July 28. It marched 2,855 miles, and
was transported by boat and cars, 4,168 miles.
Over 1,800 officers and men belonged to the regi-

ice,

ment during

term of service.
Fifty-fourth Infantry. Organized at Anna,
in November, 1861, as a part of the "Kentucky
Brigade," and was mustered into service, Feb.
18, 1862.
No complete history of the regiment
can be given, owing to the loss of its official
records.
It served mainly in Kentucky, Tennessee, Mississippi and Arkansas, and always effect-

also

Three-fourths of the men re-enlisted as
veterans, in January, 1864. Six companies were
captured by the rebel General Shelby, in August,
1864, and were exchanged, the following December. The regiment was mustered out at
Little Rock, Oct. 15, 1865 arrived at Springfield,
During its organiOct. 26, and was discharged.
zation, the regiment had 1,342 enlisted men and

cago, Feb.

its

ively.

;

commissioned officers.
Fifty-fifth Infantry. Organized at Chicago, and mustered into service, Oct. 31, 1861.
The regiment originally formed a part of the
"Douglas Brigade," being chiefly recruited from
the young farmers of Fulton, McDonough,
Grundy, La Salle, De Kalb, Kane and Winnebago

71

Counties.

It

participated in the battles of Shiloh

Post,

campaign;
Chickasaw Bayou, Arkansas
around Vicksburg, and at Missionary Ridge

was

in the Atlanta

and Corinth, and
in the battles

in the Tallahatchie

of

campaign, notably in the

Kenesaw Mountain and Jonesboro. In
was engaged in thirty -one battles, and was
128 days under fire. The total mileage traveled
amounted to 11,965, of which 3.240 miles were
battles of
all, it

actually marched.

Re-enlisted as veterans, while

at Larkinsville, Tenn.,was mustered out at Little

Rock, August 14, 1865, receiving final discharge
at Chicago, the same month.
Fifty-sixth Infantry. Organized with companies principally enlisted from the counties of
Massac, Pope, Gallatin, Saline, White, Hamilton,
Franklin and Wayne, and mustered in at Camp
Mather, near Shawneetown. The regiment participated in the siege, and second battle, of
Corinth, the Yazoo expedition, the siege of
Vicksburg being engaged at Champion Hills,
and in numerous assaults also took part in the
battles of Missionary Ridge and Resaca, and in
the campaign in the Carolinas, including the
battle of Bentonville. Some 200 members of the
regiment perished in a wreck off Cape Hatteras,
March 31, 1865. It was mustered out in Arkan-

—

;

sas,

August

12, 1865.

Dec.

26, 1861,

serv-

at Chicago; took part in the

and Shiloh, the siege of
Corinth, and the second battle at that point was
battles of Fort Donelson

;

engaged at Resaca, Rome Cross Roads and
Allatoona; participated in the investment and
capture of Savannah, and the campaign through
the Carolinas, including the battle of Bentonville.
It was mustered out at Louisville, July 7,
1865, and received final discharge at Chicago,
,

July 14.
Fifty-eighth Infantry.
11,

Recruited at Chi-

1862; participated in the battles of

Fort Donelson and Shiloh, a large number of the
regiment being captured during the latter engagement, but subsequently exchanged. It took part
in the siege of Corinth and the battle of Iuka,
after which detachments were sent to Springfield
for recruiting and for guarding prisoners.
Returning to the front, the regiment was engaged
in the capture of Meridian, the Red River campaign, the taking of Fort de Russey, and in many
minor battles in Louisiana. It was mustered out
at

Montgomery,

1, 1866, and ordered
payment and discharge.

Ala., April

to Springfield for final

Fifty-ninth Infantry. Originally known as
the Ninth Missouri Infantry, although wholly
recruited in Illinois. It was organized at St.
Louis, Sept. 18, 1861, the name being changed to
the Fifty-ninth Illinois, Feb. 12, 1862, by order of
the War Department. It was engaged at Pea
Ridge, formed part of the reserve at Farmington,
took part at Perryville, Nolansville, Knob Gap
and Murfreesboro, in the Tullahoma campaign
and the siege of Chattanooga, in the battles of
Missionary Ridge, Resaca, Adairsville, Kingston,
Dallas, Ackworth, Pine Top, Kenesaw Mountain,
Smyrna, Atlanta, Spring Hill, Franklin and
Nashville.
Having re-enlisted as veterans, the
regiment was ordered to Texas, in June, 1865,

where

it

receiving

was mustered
its final

out,

December,

1865,

discharge at Springfield.

Sixtieth Infantry. Organized at Anna, 111.,
17, 1862; took part in the siege of Corinth
and was besieged at Nashville. The regiment
re-enlisted as veterans while at the front, in
January, 1864; participated in the battles of
Buzzard's Roost,
Ringgold, Dalton, Resaca,
Rome, Dallas, New Hope Church, Kenesaw
Mountain, Nickajack, Peach Tree Creek, Atlanta,
Jonesboro, Averysboro and Bentonville; was
mustered out at Louisville, July 31, 1865, and
Feb.

received final discharge at Springfield.

Sixty-first Infantry. Organized at Carroll111., three full companies being mustered

ton,

HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.
On February 21, the regiment,
incomplete, moved to Benton Barracks, Mo., where a sufficient number of recruits
joined to make nine full companies. The regiment
was engaged at Shiloh and Bolivar, took part
in the Yazoo expedition, and re-enlisted as veterans early in 1864. Later, it took part in the battle
of Wilkinson's Pike (near Murfreesboro), and
other engagements near that point was mustered
out at Nashville, Tenn., Sept. 8, 1865, and paid
off
and discharged at Springfield, September 27.
Feb.

in,

being

1862.

5,

still

;

Sixty-second Infantry.
111.,

April

10,

Organized at Anna,
engaged in several

1862; after being

skirmishes, the regiment sustained a loss of 170

men, who were captured and paroled at Holly
Springs, Miss., by the rebel General Van Dorn,
where the regimental records were destroyed.
The regiment took part in forcing the evacuation

Rock re-enlisted, as veterans, Jan. 9,
was mustered out at Little Rock, March 6,
and ordered to Springfield for final payment

of Little
1864;
1866,

;

and discharge.
Sixty-third Infantry. Organized at Anna,
1861, and mustered into service,

in December,

April

10, 1862.

ment

of

It participated in the first investVicksburg, the capture of Richmond
Hill, La. and in the battle of Missionary Ridge.
,

On

Jan.

1,

1864, 272

men

re-enlisted as veterans.

the capture of Savannah and in
Sherman's march through the Carolinas, participating in its important battles and skirmishes;
was mustered out at Louisville, July 13, 1865,
reaching Springfield, July 16. The total distance
traveled was 6,453 miles, of which 2,250 was on
the march.
It

took

2iart in

Sixty-fourth Infantry. Organized at SpringDecember, 1861, as the "First Battalion of
Yates Sharp Shooters." The last company was
mustered in, Dec. 31, 1861. The regiment was
engaged at New Madrid, the siege of Corinth,
Chambers' Creek, the second battle of Corinth,
field,

Resaca, Dallas, Kenesaw Mountain, Decatur, the
siege of Atlanta, the investment of Savannah and

the battle of Bentonville re-enlisted as veterans,
in January, 1864; was mustered out at Louisville,
July 11, 1865, and finally discharged, at Chicago,
July 18.
Sixty-fifth Infantry. Originally known as
the "Scotch Regiment"; was organized at Chi;

cago,

and mustered

in,

May

1,

1862.

It

was cap-

tured and paroled at Harper's Ferry, and ordered
to Chicago; was exchanged in April, 1863; took
part in Burnside's defense of Knoxville; re-enlisted as veterans in March, 1864, and participated
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campaign and the "March to the
was engaged in battles at Columbia
(Tenn.), Franklin and Nashville, and later near
Federal Point and Smithtown, N. O, being mustered out, July 13, 1865, and receiving final payment and discharge at Chicago, July 26, 1865.
in the Atlanta

Sea."

It

Organized at Benton

Sixty-sixth Infantry.

Barracks, near St. Louis, Mo., during September
and October, 1861 being designed as a regiment
of "Western Sharp Shooters" from Illinois, Mis-

—

Wisconsin, Iowa, Minnesota, Indiana and
It was mustered in, Nov. 23, 1861, was
engaged at Mount Zion (Mo.), Fort Donelson,
Shiloh, the siege of Corinth, Iuka, the second
battle of Corinth, in the Atlanta campaign, the
"March to the Sea" and the campaign through
the Carolinas. The regiment was variously
known as the Fourteenth Missouri Volunteers,
Birge's Western Sharpshooters, and the Sixtysixth i'linois Infantry. The latter (and final)
name was conferred by the Secretary of War,
Nov. 20, 1862. It re-enlisted (for the veteran
service), in December, 1863, was mustered out at
Camp Logan, Ky., July 7, 1865, and paid off and
discharged at Springfield, July 15.
Sixty-seventh Infantry. Organized at Chicago, June 13, 1862, for three months' service, in
response to an urgent call for the defense of
Washington. The Sixty-seventh, by doing guard
duty at the camps at Chicago and Springfield,
relieved the veterans, who were sent to the front.
Sixty-eighth Infantry. Enlisted in response
to a call made by the Governor, early in the sumsouri,

Ohio.

mer of
months

1862, for State troops to serve for three

and was mustered in
was afterwards mustered

as State Militia,

early in June, 1862.

It

into the United States service as Illinois Volun-

by petition of the men, and received
marching orders, July 5, 1862 mustered out, at

teers,

;

Springfield, Sept. 26, 1862

— many of

the

men

re-

enlisting in other regiments.

Sixty-ninth Infantry.

Organized at

Camp

Douglas, Chicago, and mustered into service for
three months, June 14, 1862. It remained on
duty at Camp Douglas, guarding the camp and
rebel prisoners.

Seventieth Infantry. Organized at Camp
and mustered in, July 4,
1862.
It remained at Camp Butler doing guard
duty. Its term of service was three months.
Seventy-first Infantry. Mustered into servButler, near Springfield,

ice,

July

26, 1862,

Its service

nois

at Chicago, for three months.

was confined

to garrison duty in

and Kentucky, being mustered out

cago, Oct. 29, 1862.

Illi-

at Chi-
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Seventy-second Infantry. Organized at ChiRegiment of the Chicago Board
of Trade, and mustered into service for three
It was engaged at Chamyears, August 23, 1862.
cago, as the First

pion Hill, Vicksburg, Natchez, Franklin, Nashville, Spanish Fort and Fort Blakely; mustered
out of service, at Vicksburg, August 6, 1865, and
discharged at Chicago.
Seventy-third Infantry. Recruited from

the counties of Adams, Champaign, Christian,
Hancock, Jackson, Logan, Piatt, Pike, Sangamon, Tazewell and Vermilion, and mustered into
service at Springfield, August 21, 1862, 900 strong.
participated in the battles of Stone River,
I't
Perryville,

Chickamauga, Missionary Ridge,
Burnt Hickory, Pine and

Resaca, Adairsville,

New Hope Church, Kenesaw
Mountain, Peach Tree Creek, Spring Hill, Franklin and Nashville; was mustered out at Nashville,
June 12, 1865, and, a few days later, "vent to
Springfield to receive pay and final discharge.
Seventy-fourth Infantry. Organized at
Rockford, in August, 1862, and mustered into
service September 4. It was recruited from Winnebago, Ogle and Stephenson Counties. This regiment was engaged at Perryville, Murfreesboro
and Nolansville, took part in the Tullahoma
campaign, and the battles of Missionary Ridge,
Resaca, Adairsville, Dallas, Kenesaw Mountain,
Tunnel Hill, and Rocky Face Ridge, the siege of
Atlanta, and the battles of Spring Hill, Franklin
and Nashville. It was mustered out at Nashville,
June 10, 1865, with 343 officers and men, the
aggregate number enrolled having been 1,001.
Seventy-fifth
Infantry.
Organized
at
Dixon, and mustered into service, Sept. 2, 1862.
The regiment participated in the battles of Perryville, Nolansville, Stone River, Lookout Mountain,
Dalton, Resaca, Marietta, Kenesaw, Franklin and
Nashville; was mustered out at Nashville, June
12, 1865, and finally discharged at Chicago, July
Lost Mountains,

1,

following.

Seventy-sixth Infantry. Organized at Kankakee, 111., in August, 1862, and mustered into the
service, August 22, 1862; took part in the siege of
Vicksburg, the engagement at Jackson, the campaign against Meridian, the expedition to Yazoo
City, and the capture of Mobile, was ordered to
Texas in June, 1865, and mustered out at Galveston, July 22, 1865, being paid off and disbanded
at Chicago, August 4, 1865 having traveled

—

10,000 miles.

Seventy-seventh Infantry. Organized and
mustered into service, Sept. 3, 1862, at Peoria;
was engaged in the battles of Chickasaw Bayou,

Arkansas Post, the siege of Vicksburg (including
the battle of Champion Hills), the capture of
Jackson, the Red River expedition, and the battles of Sabine Cross Roads and Pleasant Hill; the
reduction of Forts Gaines and Morgan, and the
capture of Spanish Fort, Fort Blakely and Mobile.
It was mustered out of service at Mobile, July
10, 1865, and ordered to Springfield for final payment and discharge, where it arrived, July 22, 1865,
having participated in sixteen battles and sieges.

Seventy-eighth Infantry.
Organized at
Quincy, and mustered into service, Sept. 1, 1862;
participated in the battles of Chickamauga, Missionary Ridge, Buzzard's Roost, Resaca, Rome,
New Hope Church, Kenesaw Mountain, Peach
Tree Creek, Atlanta, Jonesboro, Averysboro and
Bentonville; was mustered out, June 7, 1865, and
sent to Chicago, where it was paid off and discharged, June 12, 1865.
Seventy-ninth Infantry. Organized at Mattoon, in August. 1862, and mustered into service,
August 28, 1862; participated in the battles of
Stone River, Libert}' Gap, Chickamauga, Missionary Ridge, Rocky Face Ridge, Resaca, Kenesaw Mountain, Dallas, Peach Tree Creek, Atlanta,
Jonesboro, Lovejoy, Franklin and Nashville was
mustered out, June 12, 1865; arrived at Camp
Butler, June 15, and, on June 23, received final
;

pa}7 and discharge.

Eightieth Infantry. Organized at Centralia,
in August, 1862, and mustered into service,
August 25, 1862. It was engaged at Perryville,
Dug's Gap, Sand Mountain and Blunt's Farm,
111.,

surrendering to Forrest at the latter point. After
being exchanged, it participated in the battles of
Wauhatchie, Missionar}- Ridge, Dalton, Resaca,
Adairsville, Cassville, Dallas, Pine Mountain,
Kenesaw Mountain, Marietta, Peach Tree Creek,
Atlanta, Jonesboro, Lovejoy Station and Nashville.
The regiment traveled 6,000 miles and
participated in more than twenty engagements.
It was mustered out of service, June 10, 1865, and
proceeded to Camp Butler for final pay and
discharge.

Eighty-first Infantry. Recruited from the
counties of Perry, Franklin, Williamson, Jackson, Union, Pulaski and Alexander, and mustered
into service at Anna.

August

26, 1862.

It partici-

pated in the battles of Port Gibson, Raymond,
Jackson, Champion Hill, Black River Bridge, and
in the siege and capture of Vicksburg.
Later,
the regiment was engaged at Fort de Russey,
Alexandria, Guntown and Nashville, besides
assisting in the investment of Mobile.
It was
mustered out at Chicago, August 5, 1864.
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Eighty-second Infantry.

Sometimes called

the "Second Hecker Regiment," in honor of Colonel Frederick Hecker, its first Colonel, and for
merly Colonel of the Twenty-fourth Illinois

— being

composed of German
members of Chicago. It was organized at Springfield, Sept. 26, 1862, and mustered into service,
Infantry

chiefly

23,
1862; participated in the battles of
Fredericksburg, Gettysburg, Wauhatchie, Orchard Knob, Missionary Ridge, Resaca, New
Hope Church, Dallas, Marietta, Pine Mountain,
Peach Tree Creek, Atlanta and Bentonville was

Oct.

;

mustered out of

June

service,

returned to Chicago, June 16

9,

— having

1865,

and

marched,

during its time of service, 2,503 miles.
Eighty-third Infantry. Organized at Monmouth in August, 1862, and mustered into service,

August

21.

It participated in repelling

the

numerous
hard-fought skirmishes in Tennessee, but was
chiefly engaged in the performance of heavy
guard duty and in protecting lines of communication.
The regiment was mustered out at Nashville, June 26, 1865, and finally paid off and
rebel attack on Fort Donelson,

discharged at Chicago, July

4,

and

in

following.

Eighty-fourth

Infantry.
Organized
at
Quincy, in August, 1862, and mustered into servThe
ice, Sept. 1, 186.2, with 939 men and officers.
regiment was authorized to inscribe ujxm its
battle-flag the names of Perryville, Stone River,
Woodbury, Chickamauga, Lookout Mountain,
Missionary -Ridge, Ringgold, Dalton, Buzzard's
Roost, Resaca, Burnt Hickory, Kenesaw Mountain, Smyrna, Atlanta, Jonesboro, Lovejoy StaIt was mustered
tion, Franklin, and Nashville.

June 8, 1865.
Eighty-fifth Infantry. Organized at Peoria,
about Sept. 1, 1862, and ordered to Louisville. It
took part in the battles of Perryville, Stone River,
Chickamauga, Knoxville, Dalton, Rocky-Face
Ridge, Resaca, Rome, Dallas, Kenesaw, Peach
Tree Creek, Atlanta, Jonesboro, Savannah, Bentonville, Goldsboro and Raleigh; was mustered
out at Washington, D. C. June 5, 1865, and
sent to Springfield, wdiere the regiment was
paid off and discharged on the 20th of the same
month.
Eighty-sixth Infantry. Mustered into service, August 27, 1862, at Peoria, at which time it
numbered 923 men, rank and file. It took part
in the battles of Perryville, Chickamauga, Missionary Ridge, Buzzard's Roost, Resaca, Rome,
Dallas, Kenesaw, Peach Tree Creek, Jonesboro,
Averysboro and Bentonville; was mustered out
on June 6, 1865, at Washington, D. C, arriving
out,

,

56J

11, at Chicago, where, ten days later, the
received their pay and final discharge.
Eighty-seventh Infantry. Enlisted in Au-

on June

men

1862; was composed of companies from
Hamilton, Edwards, Wayne and White Counties
was organized in the latter part of August, 1862,
at Shawneetown; mustered in, Oct. 3, 1862, the
muster to take effect from August 2. It took
part in the siege and capture of Warrenton and
Jackson, and in the entire campaign through
Louisiana and Southern Mississippi, participating
in the battle of Sabine Cross Roads and in numerous skirmishes among the bayous, being mustered
out, June 16, 1865, and ordered to Springfield,
where it arrived, June 24, 1865, and was paid off
and disbanded at Camp Butler, on July 2.
Eighty-eighth Infantry. Organized at Chicago, in September, 1862, and known as the
"Second Board of Trade Regiment." It was
mustered in, Sept. 4, 1862; was engaged at Perryville,
Stone River, Chickamauga, Missionary
Ridge, Rocky Face Ridge, Resaca, Adairsville,
New Hope Church, Pine Mountain, Mud Creek,
Kenesaw Mountain, Smyrna Camp Ground,
Atlanta, Jonesboro, Lovejoy Station, Franklin
and Nashville; was mustered out, June 9, 1865,
at Nashville, Tenn., and arrived at Chicago,
gust,

where it received final pay and
June 22, 1865.
Eighty-ninth Infantry. Called the "Railroad Regiment"; was organized by the railroad
companies of Illinois, at Chicago, in August,
1862, and mustered into service on the 27th of
that month. It fought at Stone River, Chickamauga, Missionary Ridge, Knoxville, Resaca,
Rocky Face Ridge, Pickett's Mills, Kenesaw
Mountain, Peach Tree Creek, Atlanta, Jonesboro,
June

13,

1865,

discharge,

Lovejoy's Station, Spring Hill, Columbia, Franklin

and Nashville; was mustered

out,

June

10,

near Nashville, Tenn. arrived
at Chicago two days later, and was finally discharged, June 24, after a service of two years,
nine months and twenty -seven days.
Ninetieth Infantry. Mustered into service
at Chicago, Sept. 7, 1862 participated in the siege
of Vicksburg and the campaign against Jackson,
and was engaged at Missionary Ridge, Resaca,
Dallas, New Hope Church, Big Shanty, Kenesaw
Mountain, Marietta, Nickajack Creek, Rosswell,
Atlanta, Jonesboro and Fort McAllister. After
the review at Washington, the regiment was
mustered out, June 6, and returned to Chicago,
1865, in the field

;

;

June

9,

1865,

where

it

was

finally discharged.

Ninety-first Infantry. Organized at Camp
Butler, near Springfield, in August, 1862, and
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mustered in on Sept. 8, 1862 participated in the
campaigns against Vicksburg and New Orleans,
and all along the southwestern frontier in
Louisiana and Texas, as well as in the investiture
and capture of Mobile. It was mustered out at
Mobile, July 12, 1865, starting for home the same
day, and being finally paid off and discharged on
;

July

28,

following.

Ninety-second Infantry (Mounted). Organized and mustered into service, Sept. 4, 1862,
being recruited from Ogle, Stephenson and CarDuring its term of service, the
roll Counties.
Ninety-second was in more than sixty battles and
skirmishes, including Ringgold, Chickamauga,
and the numerous engagements on the "March
to the Sea," and during the pursuit of Johnston
through the Carolinas. It was mustered out at
Concord, N. C. and paid and discharged from the
,

against Price in Missouri and Arkansas, against
Mobile and around Atlanta. Among the battles
in which the regiment was engaged were those
of the Tallahatchie River, Grand Gulf, Raymond,

Champion

Fort de Russey, Old River,
Mansura, Yellow Bayou, Guntown,
Nashville, Spanish Fort, Fort Blakely, Kenesaw
Mountain, Chattahoochie River, Atlanta, Ezra
Church, Jonesboro, Lovejoy Station and NashHills,

Cloutierville,

The distance traveled by the regiment,
while in the service, was 9,960 miles. It was
transferred to the Forty-seventh Illinois Infanville.

August 25, 1865.
Ninety-sixth Infantry. Recruited during
the months of July and August, 1862, and mustry,

tered into service, as a regiment, Sept.

The

Spring

6,

1862.

engaged in included Fort Donelson,

battles
Hill.

Franklin,

Triune,

Liberty

Gap,

Infantry.
Organized
Ninety-fourth
at
Bloomington in August, 1862, and enlisted wholly
After some warm experi
in McLean County.
ence in Southwest Missouri, the regiment took
part in the siege and capture of Vicksburg, and
was, later, actively engaged in the campaigns in
Louisiana and Texas. It participated in the cap-

Chickamauga, Wauhatchie, Lookout
Mountain, Buzzard's Roost, Rocky Face Ridge,
Resaca, Kingston, New Hope Church, Dallas,
Pine Mountain, Kenesaw Mountain, Smyrna
Camp Ground, Peach Tree Creek, Atlanta, Rough
and Ready, Jonesboro, Lovejoy's Station, Franklin and Nashville.
Its date of final pay and discharge was June 30, 1865.
Ninety-seventh Infantry.
Organized in
August and September, 1862, and mustered in on
Sept. 16 participated in the battles of Chickasaw
Bluffs, Arkansas Post, Port Gibson, Champion
Hills, Black River, Vicksburg, Jackson
and
Mobile. On July 29, 1865, it was mustered out
and proceeded homeward, reaching Springfield,
August 10, after an absence of three years, less a
few days.
Ninety-eighth Infantry. Organized at Centralia, September, 1862, and mustered in, Sept. 3;
took part in engagements at Chickamauga, McMinnville, Farmington and Selma, besides many
others of less note. It was mustered out, June

ture of Mobile, leading the final assault. After
several months of garrison duty, the regiment was

Sixty-first

service at Chicago, July

10, 1865.

Ninety-third Infantry.

Organized at Chi-

cago, in September, 1862, and mustered in, Oct.
It participated in the movements
13, 998 strong.

against Jackson and Vicksburg, and was engaged
at Champion Hills and at Fort Fisher; also was
engaged in the battles of Missionary Ridge,
Dallas, Resaca, and many minor engagements,
following Sherman in his campaign though the
Mustered out of service, June 23,
Carolinas.
1865, and, on the 25th, arrived at Chicago, receiving final payment and discharge, July 7, 1865, the
regiment having inarched 2,554 miles, traveled
by water, 2,296 miles, and, by railroad, 1,237

miles

—total,

6,087 miles.

mustered out at Galveston, Texas, on July 17,
1865, reaching Bloomington on August 9, following, having served just three years, marched 1,200
miles, traveled by railroad 610 miles, and, by
steamer, 6,000 miles, and taken part in nine battles, sieges and skirmishes.
Ninety-fifth Infantry. Organized at Rockford and mustered into service, Sept. 4, 1862. It
was recruited from the counties of McHenry and
Boone three companies from the latter and
seven from the former. It took part in the campaigns in Northern Mississippi and against Vicksburg. in the Red River expedition, the campaigns

—

Shelbyville,

;

27,

1865, the

recruits being transferred to

Illinois

the

The regiment
and received final

Volunteers.

arrived at Springfield, June 30,
discharge, July 7, 1865.

payment and

Ninety-ninth Infantry. Organized in Pike
County and mustered in at Florence, August 23,
1862; participated in the following battles and
skirmishes:
Hills,

Beaver Creek, Hartsville, MagnoliaHills, Black River,

Raymond, Champion

Vicksburg, Jackson, Fort Esperanza, Grand
Coteau, Fish River, Spanish Fort and Blakely:
days under fire, 62; miles traveled, 5,900; men

men died of wounds and
discharged for disability. 127;

killed in battle, 38;
disease, 149;

men

men

deserted, 35;

officers

killed

in

battle,

3;
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officers died, 2; officers resigned, 26.

ment was mustered out
1865,

and paid

off

The

regi-

Baton Rouge, July 31,
and discharged, August 9,
at

following.

One

Hundredth Infantry.

Organized at
August, 1862, and mustered in, August
The entire regiment was recruited in Will
30.
County. It was engaged at Bardstown, Stone
River, Lookout Mountain, Missionary Ridge, and
Nashville was mustered out of service, June 12,
1865, at Nashville, Tenn., and arrived at Chicago,
June 15, where it received final payment and

Joliet, in

;

discharge.

One Hundred and First Infantry.

Organ-

ized at Jacksonville during the latter part of the
month of August, 1862, and, on Sept. 2, 1862,

was mustered

It

in.

participated in the battles

of Wauhatchie, Chattanooga, Resaca,

New Hope

Church, Kenesaw and Pine Mountains, Peach
Tree Creek, Atlanta, Averysboro and Bentonville.
On Dec. 20, 1862, five companies were captured
at Holly Springs, Miss., paroled and sent to
Jefferson Barracks, Mo. and formally exchanged
,

in June, 1863.

On

the 7th of June, 1865,

it

was

mustered out, and started for Springfield, where,
on the 21st of June, it was paid off and disbanded.
One Hundred and Second Infantry. Organized at Knoxville, in August, 1862, and mustered
It was engaged at Resaca,
in, September 1 and 2.
Camp Creek, Burnt Hickory, Big Shanty, Peach
Tree Creek and Averysboro; mustered out of
service June 6, 1865, and started home, arriving
at Chicago on the 9th, and, June 14, received
final payment and discharge.
One Hundred and Third Infantry. Recruited wholly in Fulton County, and mustered
It took part in
into the service, Oct. 2, 1862.
the Grierson raid, the sieges of Vicksburg, Jackson, Atlanta and Savannah, and the battles of
Missionary Ridge, Buzzard's Roost, Resaca, Dalwas
las, Kenesaw Mountain and Griswoldsville
also in the campaign through the Carolinas.
The regiment was mustered out at Louisville,
June 21, and received final discharge at ChiThe original strength of
cago, July 9, 1865.
the regiment was 808, and 84 recruits were
;

enlisted.

One Hundred and Fourth Infantry. Organized at Ottawa, in August, 1862,

and composed

almost entirely of La Salle County men. The
regiment was engaged in the battles of Hartsville, Chickamauga, Lookout Mountain, Missionary Ridge, Resaca, Peach Tree Creek, Utoy
Creek, Jonesboro and Bentonville, besides many
severe skirmishes was mustered out at Washing;
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C, June 6, 1865, and, a few days later,
received final discharge at Chicago.

ton, D.

One Hundred and Fifth Infantry.

Mus-

tered into service, Sept. 2, 1862, at Dixon, and
participated in the Atlanta campaign, being

Peach Tree Creek and
almost constantly skirmishing;
also took part in the "March to the Sea" and the
campaign in the Carolinas, including tne siege of
Savannah and the battles of Averysboro and
Bentonville. It was mustered out at Washington, D. C, June 7, 1865, and paid off and discharged at Chicago, June 17.
engaged

at

Atlanta,

and

Resaca,

One Hundred and Sixth Infantry.
tered

into service

at

Lincoln, Sept.

Mus-

18,

1862,

eight of the ten companies having been recruited
in Logan County, the other two being from San-

gamon and Menard

Counties. It aided in the
defense of Jackson, Tenn., where Company "C"
was captured and paroled, being exchanged in
the summer of 1863; took part in the siege of
Vicksburg, the Yazoo expedition, the capture of
Little Rock, the battle of Clarendon, and performed service at various points in Arkansas. It

was mustered out, July 12, 1865, at Pine Bluff,
Ark., and arrived at Sjaringfield, July 24, 1865,
where it received final payment and discharge
One Hundred and Seventh Infantry. Mustered into service at Springfield, Sept.

was composed

4,

1862;

companies from DeWitt and
four companies from Piatt County. It was
engaged at Campbell's Station, Dandridge,
Rocky- Face Ridge, Resaca, Kenesaw Mountain,
Atlanta, Spring Hill, Franklin, Nashville and
Fort Anderson, and mustered out, June 21, 1865,
at Salisbury, N. O, reaching Springfield, for
final payment and discharge, July 2, 1865.
One Hundred and Eighth Infantry. Organized at Peoria, and mustered into service, August
28,

1862

;

of six

took part in the

first

expedition against

Vicksburg and in the battles of Arkansas Post
(Fort Hindman), Port Gibson and Champion
in the capture of Vicksburg, the battle of
Guntown, the reduction of Spanish Fort, and the
capture of Mobile. It was mustered out at Vicksburg, August 5, 1865, and received final discharge
at Chicago, August 11.
One Hundred and Ninth Infantry. Recruited from Union and Pulaski Counties and
Hills

;

mustered into the service, Sept. 11, 1862. Owing
number being greatly reduced, it was consolidated with the Eleventh Infantry in April,

to its
1863.

(See Eleventh Infantry.)

One Hundred and Tenth Infantry. Organized at Anna and mustered in, Sept. 11, 1862; was
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engaged at Stone River, Woodbury, and in
numerous skirmishes in Kentucky and Tennessee.
In May, 18G3, the regiment was consolidated, its
numbers having been greatly reduced. Subsequently

it

participated in the battles of ChickaRidge, the battles around

of Price through Missouri, the battle of

Nash-

and the capture of Mobile. It was mustered
out at Vicksburg, August 3, 1865, receiving final
payment and discharge at Springfield, August 15,
ville,

1865.

of service had not expired at date of muster-out,
were consolidated into four companies and trans-

One Hundred and Fifteenth Infantry.
Ordered to the front from Springfield, Oct. 4,
1862 was engaged at Chickamauga, Chattanooga,
Missionary Ridge, Tunnel Hill, Resaca and in all
the principal battles of the Atlanta campaign,
and in the defense of Nashville and pursuit of
Hood; was mustered out of service, June 11,
1865, and received final pay and discharge, June

ferred to the Sixtieth Illinois Veteran Volunteer

23, 1865, at Springfield.

mauga and Missionary

Atlanta and the campaign through the Carolinas,
being present at Johnston's surrender. The regiment was mustered out at Washington, D. C,
June 5, 1865, and received final discharge at
Chicago, June

15.

The

men whose term

enlisted

One Hundred and Eleventh Infantry.

Recruited from Marion, Clay, Washington, Clinton
and Wayne Counties, and mustered into the servThe regiment aided
ice at Salem, Sept. 18, 1862.
in the caj>ture of Decatur, Ala. took part in the
Atlanta canrpaign, being engaged at Resaca,
Dallas, Kenesaw, Atlanta and Jonesboro participated in the "March to the Sea" and the campaign in the Carolinas, taking part in the battles
of Fort McAllister and Bentonville. It was mustered out at Washington, D. C, June 7, 1865,
receiving final discharge at Springfield, June 27,
;

;

having traveled 3,736 miles, of which 1,836 was
on the march.
One Hundred and Twelfth Infantry. Mustered into service at Peoria, Sept. 20 and 22,
1862 participated in the campaign in East Tennessee, under Burnside, and in that against
Atlanta, under Sherman; was also engaged in
the battles of Columbia, Franklin and Nashville,
and the capture of Fort Anderson and Wilmington.
It was mustered out at Goldsboro, N. C,
June 20, 1865, and finally discharged at Chicago,
July 7, 1865.
One Hundred and Thirteenth Infantry.
;

Camp Hancock

(near Chicago) for the front,
in the Tallahatchie
expedition, participated, in the battle of Chicka6,

1862;

Hundred and Sixteenth

One

Infantry.

Left
Nov.

;

was engaged

saw Bayou, and was sent North to guard prisonand recruit. The regiment also took part in
the siege and capture of Vicksburg, was mustered
out, June 20, 1865, and finally discharged at Chiers

cago, five days later.

One Hundred and Fourteenth Infantry.
Organized in July and August, 1862, and mustered
in at Springfield, Sept. 18, being recruited from

Menard and Sangamon Counties. The regiment participated in the battle of Jackson (Miss.),

Cass,

the siege and capture of Vicksburg, and in the
battles of Guntown and Harrisville, the pursuit

Infantry.

Recruited almost wholly from Macon County,

numbering 980 officers and men when it started
from Decatur for the front on Nov. 8, 1862. It
participated in the battles of Chickasaw Bayou,
Arkansas Post, Champion Hills, Black River
Bridge, Missionary Ridge, Resaca, Dallas, Big
Shanty, Kenesaw Mountain, Stone Mountain,
Atlanta, Fort McAllister and Bentonville, and
was mustered out, June 7, 1865, near Washington,

D. C.

One Hundred and Seventeenth Infantry.
Organized at Springfield, and mustered in, Sept.
19, 1862 participated in the Meridian campaign,
the Red River expedition (assisting in the capture of Fort de Russey), and in the battles of
Pleasant Hill, Yellow Bayou, Tupelo, Franklin,
Nashville, Spanish Fort and Fort Blakely.
It
was mustered out at Springfield, August 5, 1865,
having traveled 9,276 miles, 2,307 of which were
marched.
One Hundred and Eighteenth Infantry.
Organized and mustered into the service at
Springfield, Nov. 7, 1862 was engaged at Chickasaw Bluffs, Arkansas Post, Port Gibson, Champion Hills, Black River Bridge, Jackson (Miss.),
Grand Coteau, Jackson (La.), and Amite River.
The regiment was mounted, Oct. 11, 1863, and
dismounted, May 22, 1865. Oct. 1, 1865, it was
mustered out, and finally discharged, Oct. 13.
At the date of the muster-in, the regiment numbered 820 men and officers, received 283 recruits,
making a total of 1,103; at muster-out it numbered 523. Distance marched, 2,000 miles; total
;

;

distance traveled, 5,700 miles.

One Hundred and Nineteenth Infantry.
Organized at Quincy, in September, 1862, and
was mustered into the United States service,
October 10; was engaged in the Red River campaign and in the battles of Shreveport, Yellow
Bayou, Tupelo, Nashville, Spanish Fort and Fort
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Blakely.
Mobile,

Its

muster-out

final

August

26,

1865,

and

took place at
discharge at

its

Springfield.

One Hundred and Twentiety Infantry.
Mustered into the service, Oct. 28, 1862, at Springfield was mustered out, Sept. 7, 1865, and received
final payment and discharge, September 10, at
;

Hundred and Twenty-first Infan-

(The organization of this regiment was not
try.
completed.)

One Hundred and Twenty-second Infantry.

Organized at Carlinville, in August,

1862,

and mustered into the service, Sept. 4, with 960
enlisted men. It participated in the battles of
Tupelo and Nashville, and in the capture of
Spanish Fort and Fort Blakely, and was mustered
out, July 15, 1865, at Mobile, and finally discharged at Springfield, August 4.

One Hundred and Twenty-third
try.

Infan-

Mustered into service at Mattoon, Sept.

6,

1862; participated in the battles of Perryville,

Milton, Hoover's Gap,

and Farmington

also took

;

part in the entire Atlanta campaign, marching
as cavalry and fighting as infantry. Later, it
served as mounted infantry in Kentucky, Tennes-

and Alabama, taking a prominent part in the
capture of Selma. The regiment was discharged
at Springfield, July 11, 1865 the recruits, whose
terms had not expired, being transferred to the
Sixty-first Volunteer Infantry.
One Hundred and Twenty-fourth Infantry. Mustered into the service, Sept. 10, 1862, at
Springfield took part in the Vicksburg campaign
and in the battles of Port Gibson, Raymond and
Champion Hills, the siege of Vicksburg, the
Meridian raid, the Yazoo expedition, and the
capture of Mobile. On the 16th of August, 1865,
eleven days less than three years after the first
company went into camp at Springfield, the regiment was mustered out at Chicago. Colonel
Howe's history of the battle-flag of the regiment,
stated that it had been borne 4,100 miles, in fourteen skirimishes, ten battles and two sieges of
forty-seven days and nights, and thirteen days
see

—

;

and

nights, respectively.

One Hundred and Twenty-fifth
try.

Mustered into service, Sept.

ticipated

and Twenty-sixth Infan-

try. Organized at Alton and mustered in, Sept. 4,
1862, and participated in the siege of Vicksburg.
Six companies were engaged in skirmish line, near
Humboldt, Tenn., and the regiment took part in
the capture of Little Rock and in the fight at
Clarendon, Ark. It was mustered out July 12, 1865.

One Hundred and Twenty-seventh Infan-

Springfield.

One

Hundred

One

565

in the battles of

3,

Infan-

1862; par-

Perryville,

Chicka-

mauga, Missionary Ridge, Kenesaw Mountain,
Peach Tree Creek, Atlanta and Jonesboro, and in
the "March to the Sea" and the Carolina campaign, being engaged at Averysboro and Bentonville.
It was mustered out at Washington, D. C,
June 9, 1865, and finally discharged at Chicago.

Mustered into service at Chicago, Sept. 6,
took part in the first campaign against
Vicksburg, and in the battle of Arkansas Post,
the siege of Vicksburg under Grant, the capture
of Jackson (Miss.), the battles of Missionary
Ridge and' Lookout Mountain, the Meridian raid,
and in the fighting at Resaca, Dallas, Kenesaw
Mountain, Atlanta and Jonesboro; also accompanied Sherman in his march through Georgia
and the Carolinas, taking part in the battle of
Bentonville was mustered out at Chicago. June
try.

1862;

;

17, 1865.

One Hundred and Twenty-eighth InfanMustered

but remained
when, its number of officers and men having been reduced from
860 to 161 (largely by desertions), a number of
officers were dismissed, and the few remaining
officers and men were formed into a detachment,
and transferred to another Illinois regiment.
One Hundred and Twenty-ninth Infantry. Organized at Pontiac, in August, 1862, and
mustered into the service Sept. 8. Prior to May,
1864, the regiment was chiefly engaged in garrison duty. It marched with Sherman in the
Atlanta campaign and through Georgia and the
Carolinas, and took part in the battles of Resaca,
Buzzard's Roost, Lost Mountain, Dallas, Peach
Tree Creek, Atlanta, Averysboro and Bentonville.
It received final pay and discharge at Chicago, June 10, 1865.
One Hundred and Thirtieth Infantry.
Organized at Springfield and mustered into
service, Oct. 25, 1862 was engaged at Port Gibson, Champion Hills, Black River Bridge, Vicksburg, Jackson (Miss.), and in the Red River
expedition.
While on this expedition almost the
entire regiment was captured at the battle of
Mansfield, and not paroled untir near the close of
the war. The remaining officers and men were
consolidated with the Seventy-seventh Infantry
in January, 1865, and participated in the capture
of Mobile. Six months later its regimental reorganization, as the One Hundred and Thirtieth,
was ordered. It was mustered out at New
Orleans, August 15, 1865, and discharged at
Springfield, August 31.
try.

in,

Dec.

18, 1862,

in service less than five months,

;
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One

Hundred and Thirty-first InfanOrganized in September, 1862, and mustered into the service, Nov. 13, with 815 men,
try.

In October, 1863, it was
Twenty -ninth Infantry,
and ceased to exist as a separate organization.
Up to that time the regiment had been in but a
exclusive of

officers.

consolidated with the

few

conflicts

and

in

One Hundred

no

Organized at Chicago and mustered in for
The regiment re100 days from June 1, 1864.
mained on duty at Paducah until the expiration

when

its service,

was mustered

moved

it

to Chicago,

and

out, Oct. 17, 1861.

One Hundred

and Thirty-third InfanOrganized at Springfield, and mustered in
for one hundred days, May 31, 1864; was engaged
during its term of service in guarding prisoners
of war at Rock Island was mustered out, Sept.
try.

;

at

InfanOrganized at Chicago and mustered in,

try.

days; was assigned to
garrison duty at Columbus, Ky., and mustered
out of service, Oct. 25, 1864, at Chicago.

May

1864,

31,

100

for

Hundred

and

Thirty-fifth

Infantry. Mustered in for 100-days' service at Mattoon, June 6, 1864, having a strength of 852 men.
It was chiefly engaged, during its term of service,
in doing garrison duty and guarding railroads.
It was mustered out at Springfield, Sept. 28, 1864.
One Hundred and Thirty-sixth Infantry. Enlisted about the first of May, 1864, for

One

One Hundred and Fourtieth Infantry.
Organized as a 100-days' regiment, at Springfield,
June 18, 1864, and mustered into service on that
date.
The regiment was engaged in guarding
railroads between Memphis and Holly Springs, and
in garrison duty at Memphis.
After the term of
enlistment had expired and the regiment had
been mustered out, it aided in the pursuit of
General Price through Missouri; was finally discharged at Chicago, after serving about five
months

One

Camp Butler.
One Hundred and Thirty-fourth

4, 1864,

1, 1864; was engaged in
Columbus and Cairo, in making
reprisals for guerrilla raids, and in the pursuit of
the Confederate General Price in Missouri. The
latter service was rendered, at the President's
request, after the term of enlistment had expired.
It was mustered out at Peoria, Oct. 25, 1S64, hav-

ing been in the service nearly five months.

jjitched battle.

and Thirty-second Infan-

try.

of

ment, at Peoria, June

garrison duty at

Hundred

and

Forty-first

Infan-

try. Mustered into service as a 100-days' regiment, at Elgin, June 16, 1864 strength, 842 men;
departed for the field, June 27, 1864; was mustered out at Chicago, Oct. 10, 1864.

—

One

Hundred

and

Forty-second Infan-

try. Organized at Freeport as a battalion of
eight companies, and sent to Camp Butler, where

was garrison
duty, with occasional scouts and raids amongst
guerrillas.
At the end of its term of service the
regiment re-enlisted for fifteen days; was mustered out at Springfield, Oct. 22, 1864, and dis-

two companies were added and the regiment
mustered into service for 100 days, June 18, 1864.
It was ordered to Memphis, Tenn. five days later,
and assigned to duty at White's Station, eleven
miles from that city, where it was employed in
guarding the Memphis & Charleston railroad.
It was mustered out at Chicago, on Oct, 27, 1864,
the men having voluntarily served one month
beyond their term of enlistment.
One Hundred and Forty-third Infantry. Organized at Mattoon, and mustered in,
June 11, 1864, for 100 days. It was assigned to
garrison duty, and mustered out at Mattoon,

charged eight days

Sept. 26, 1864.

100 days,

and went into camp

at Centralia,

111.,

but was not mustered into service until June
following.

Its

principal

1,

service

later

One Hundred and Thirty-seventh InfanOrganized at Quincy, with ex-Gov. John
Wood as its Colonel, and mustered in, June 5,
Was on duty at Memphis,
1864, for 100 days.
Tenn and mustered out of service at Spring-

try.

,

One Hundred and Thirty-eighth Infantry Organized at Quincy, and mustered in,
21, 1864, for 100

days;

was assigned

to garri-

son duty at Fort Leavenworth, Kan., and in
Western Missouri. It was mustered out of service at Springfield,

111.,

Oct. 14, 1864.

One Hundred and
try.

One Hundred

and Forty-fourth Infan-

try. Organized at Alton, in 1864, as a one-year
regiment; was mustered into the service, Oct. 21,
its strength being 1,159 men.
It was mustered
out, July 14, 1865.

Hundred and Forty-fifth InfanMustered into service at Springfield, June
9, 1864; strength, 880 men.
It departed for the
field, June 12, 1864; was mustered out, Sept. 23,
One

field. 111.. Sept. 4,^1864.

June

,

Thirty-ninth InfanMustered into service as a 100-day's regi-

try.

1864.

One

Hundred and Forty-sixth InfanOrganized at Springfield, Sept. 18, 1864, for
one year. Was assigned to the duty of guarding
drafted men at Brighton, Quincy, Jacksonville
try.
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and

Springfield,

July

5,

and mustered out

at Springfield,

1865.

One Hundred and Forty-seventh InfanOrganized at Chicago, and mustered into
service for one year, Feb. 18 and 19, 1865; was
engaged chiefly on guard or garrison duty, in
scouting and in skirmishing with guerrillas.
Mustered out at Nashville, Jan. 23, 1866, and
received final discharge at Springfield, Feb.

Hundred and

Forty-eighth

4.

Infan-

try. Organized at Springfield, Feb, 21, 1865, for
the term of one year was assigned to garrison
;

and guard duty and mustered out, Sept. 5, 1865,
at Nashville, Tenn; arrived at Springfield, Sept.
9, 1865, where it was paid off and discharged.
One Hundred and Forty-ninth Infantry. Organized at Springfield, Feb. 11, 1865,
and mustered in for one year; was engaged in
garrison and guard duty mustered out, Jan. 27,
1866, at Dalton, Ga., and ordered to Springfield,
where it received final payment and discharge.
One Hundred and Fiftieth Infantry.
Organized at Springfield, and mustered in, Feb. 14,
1865, for one year was on duty in Tennessee and
Georgia, guarding railroads and garrisoning
towns. It was mustered out, Jan. 16, 1866, at
Atlanta, Ga. and ordered to Springfield, where it
received final payment and discharge.
One Hundred and Fifty-first Infantry.
This regiment was organized at Quincy, 111.,
and mustered into the United States service,
Feb. 23, 1865, and was composed of companies
from various parts of the State, recruited, under
the call of Dec. 19, 1864. It was engaged in
guard duty, with a few guerrilla skirmishes, and
was present at the surrender of General Warford's army, at Kingston, Ga. was mustered out
.at Columbus, Ga., Jan. 24, 1866, and ordered to
Springfield, where it received final payment and
;

;

,

;

discharge, Feb.

8,

1866.

One Hundred and

Fifty-second InfanOrganized at Springfield and mustered in,
was mustered out of
18, 1865, for one year
service, to date Sept. 11, at Memphis, Tenn., and
try.
Feb.

;

arrived at Camp Butler, Sept. 9, 1865, where
received final payment and discharge.

it

One

Hundred and Fifty-third InfanOrganized at Chicago, and mustered in,
Feb. 27, 1865, for one year; was not engaged in
any battles. It was mustered out, Sept. 15, 1865,
try.

and moved to Springfield, 111., and, Sept. 24,
received final pay and discharge.
One Hundred and Fifty-fourth Infantry.
.

mustered out at Nashville, Tenn., and ordered to
for final payment and discharge,
where it arrived, Sept. 22 was paid oft and discharged at Camp Butler, Sept. 29.
One
Hundred and Fifty-fifth Infantry. Organized at Springfield and mustered in
Feb. 28, 1865, for one year, 904 strong. On Sept.
4, 1865, it was mustered out of service, and moved
to Camp Butler, where it received final pay and
Springfield

try.

One

5G7

Organized

for one year.

at Springfield,

Feb.

21,

Sept. 18, 1865, the regiment

1865,

was

;

discharge.

One

Hundred and Fifty-sixth InfanOrganized and mustered in during the
months of February and March, 1865, from the
northern counties of the State, for the term of
one year. The officers of the regiment have left
no written record of its history, but its service
seems to have been rendered chiefly in Tennessee
in the neighborhood of Memphis, Nashville and
Chattanooga. Judging by the muster-rolls of
the Adjutant-General, the regiment would appear
to have been greatly depleted by desertions and
otherwise, the remnant being finally mustered
try.

out, Sept. 20, 1865.

—

First Cavalry. Organized
consisting of
seven companies, A, B, C, D, E, F and G at
Alton, in 1861, and mustered into the United
States service, July 3. After some service in
Missouri, the regiment participated in the battle
of Lexington, in that State, and was surrendered,
with the remainder of the garrison, Sept. 20, 1861.
The officers were paroled, and the men sworn not
No exto take up arms again until discharged.
change having been effected in November, the
non-commissioned officers and privates were
ordered to Springfield and discharged. In June,
1862, the regiment was reorganized at Benton
Barracks, Mo., being afterwards employed in
guarding supply trains and supply depots at
various points. Mustered out, at Benton Barracks, July 14, 1862.
Second Cavalry. Organized at Springfield
and mustered into service, August 12, 1861, with
Company M (which joined the regiment some
months later), numbei'ing 47 commissioned offiThis number was incers and 1,040 enlisted men.
creased by recruits and re-enlistments, during its

—

four and a half year's term of service, to 2,236
men and 145 commissioned officers. It
was engaged at Belmont a portion of the regi-

enlisted

;

ment took part

in the

battles at Fort Henry,

Fort Donelson and Shiloh, another portion at
Merrivveather's Ferry, Bolivar and Holly Springs,
and participated in the investment of Vicksburg.
In January, 1864, the major part of the regiment
re-enlisted as veterans, later, participating in the

HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.

5G8

Red River expedition and the investment of Fort
Blakely. It was mustered out at San Antonio,
Nov. 22, 1865, and finally paid and discharged at Springfield, Jan. 3, 1866.
Third Cavalry. Composed of twelve companies, from various localities in the State, the
grand total of company officers and enlisted men,
under the first organization, being 1,433. It was
organized at Springfield, in August, 1861 participated in the battles of Pea Ridge, Haines' Bluff,
Arkansas Post, Port Gibson, Champion Hills,
Black River Bridge, and the siege of "Vicksburg.
In July, 1864, a large portion of the regiment reThe remainder were musenlisted as veterans.

Tex.,

Eighth Cavalry. Organized at St. Charles,
and mustered in, Sept. 18, 1861. The regiment was ordered to Virginia, and participated
in the general advance on Manassas in March,
1862; was engaged at Mechanicsville, Gaines'
Hill, Malvern Hill, Sugar Loaf Mountain, Middletown, South Mountain, Antietam, Fredericksburg, Sulphur Springs, Warrenton, Rapidan
Station, Northern Neck, Gettysburg, Williamsburg, Funkstown, Falling Water, Chester Gap
Sandy Hook, Culpepper, Brandy Station, and in
many raids and skirmishes. It was mustered
out of service at Benton Barracks, Mo., July 17,
1865, and ordered to Chicago, where it received

at

Fourth Cavalry.

Mustered into service,
and participated in the battles of
Fort Henry, Fort Donelson, and Shiloh; in the
siege of Corinth, and in many engagements of
less historic note was mustered out at Springfield
By order of the War Departin November, 1864.
ment, of June 18, 1865, the members of the
regiment whose terms had not expired, were consolidated with the Twelfth Illinois Cavalry.
Fifth Cavalry. Organized at Camp Butler,
took part in the Meridian
in November, 1861
raid and the expedition against Jackson, Miss.,
and in numerous minor expeditions, doing effective work at Canton, Grenada, "Woodville, and

payment and discharge.
Ninth Cavalry Organized at Chicago, in
the autumn of 1861, and mustered in, November
30 was engaged at Cold water, Grenada, Wyatt,
Saulsbury, Moscow, Guntown, Pontotoc, Tupelo,

final

Sept. 26, 1861,

;

;

Old

;

the regiment re-enlisted as veternon- veterans accompanying General
Banks in his Red River expedition. On Jan. 27,
1865, the veterans, and recruits were consolidated
with the Fifteenth Cavalry, and all reorganized
under the name of the Tenth Illinois Veteran
Volunteer Cavalry. Mustered out of service at
San Antonio, Texas, Nov. 22, 1865, and received
final discharge at Springfield, Jan. 6, 1866.

portion of
ans,

;

through Mississippi and Louisiana; in the engagement at Plain's Store (La.), and the investment of Port Hudson. In March, 1864, 288

Campellsville,

;

;

participated in the battles of Farmington, Iuka,
Corinth (second battle)
in
Grierson's raid

Creek, Hurricane Creek, Lawrence-

Franklin and Nashville.
The regiment re-enlisted as veterans, March 16,
1864; was mustered out of service at Selma, Ala.,
Oct. 31, 1865, and ordered to Springfield, where
the men received final payment and discharge.
Tenth Cavalry. Organized at Springfield in
the latter part of September, 1861, and mustered
into service, Nov. 25, 1861 was engaged at Prairie
Grove, Cotton Plant, Arkansas Post, in the
Yazoo Pass expedition, at Richmond (La.),
Brownsville, Bayou Metoe, Bayou La Fourche
and Little Rock.
In February, 1864, a large

other points. On Jan. 1, 1864, a large portion of
the regiment re-enlisted as veterans. Its final
muster-out took place, Oct. 27, 1865, and it received final payment and discharge, October 30.

Seventh Cavalry. Organized at Springfield,
and was mustered into service, Oct. 13, 1861. It

Town

burg,

;

20, at Springfield.

The

111.,

Springfield, Oct. 18, 1865.

Sixth Cavalry. Organized at Springfield,
Nov. 19, 1861 participated in Sherman's advance
upon Grenada in the Grierson raid through Mississippi and Louisiana, the siege of Port Hudson,
the battles of Moscow (Tenn), West Point (Miss.),
Franklin and Nashville; re-enlisted as veterans,
March 30, 1864; was mustered out at Selma, Ala.,
Nov. 5, 1865, and received discharge, November

as veterans.

1865.

tered out, Sept. 5, 1864. The veterans participated
in the repulse of Forrest, at Memphis, and in the
battles of Lawrenceburg, Spring Hill, Campbellsville and Franklin.
From May to October, 1865,
engaged in service against the Indians in the

The regiment was mustered out

re-enlisted

;

;

Northwest

and men

officers

non-veterans were engaged at Guntown, and the
entire regiment took part in the battle of Franklin. After the close of hostilities, it was stationed
in Alabama and Mississippi, until the latter part
of October, 1865 was mustered out at Nashville,
and finally discharged at Springfield, Nov. 17,

.

the

Eleventh Cavalry.
Peoria,

Robert G. Ingersoll of

and Basil D. Meeks, of Woodford County,

obtained

permission to raise a regiment of
cavalry, and recruiting commenced in October,

The regiment was recruited from the
counties of Peoria, Fulton, Tazewell, Woodford,
1861.
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Marshall, Stark, Knox, Henderson and Warren;
was mustered into -the service at Peoria, Dec. 20,
1801,

and was

under

first

lire at Shiloh.

It also

took part in the raid in the rear of Corinth, and
in the battles of Bolivar, Corinth (second battle),
Iuka, Lexington and Jackson (Tenn.
in McPherson's expedition to Canton and Sherman's
Meridian raid, in the relief of Yazoo City, and in
numerous less important raids and skirmishes.
Most of the regiment re-enlisted as veterans in
December, 1863; the non-veterans being mustered out at Memphis, in the autumn of 1864. The
veterans were mustered out at the same place,
Sept. 30, 1865, and discharged at Springfield,
October 20.
Twelfth Cavalry. Organized at Springfield,
in February, 1862, and remained there guarding
)

rebel

prisoners

until

mounted and sent

June

25,

when

to Martinsburg, Va.

;

it

It

was
was

engaged at Fredericksburg, Williamsport, Falling
Waters, the Rapidan and Stevensburg. On Nov.
26, 1863, the regiment was relieved from service
and ordered home to reorganize as veterans.
Subsequently it joined Banks in the Red River
expedition and in Davidson's expedition against
Mobile. While at Memphis the Twelfth Cavalry
was consolidated into an eight-company organization, and the Fourth Cavalry, having previously
been consolidated into a battalion of five companies, was consolidated with the Twelfth.
The
consolidated regiment was mustered out at
Houston, Texas, May 29, 1866, and, on June 18,
received final pay and discharge at Springfield.
Thirteenth Cavalry. Organized at Chicago,
in December, 1861
moved to the front from
Benton Barracks, Mo., in February, 1862, and
was engaged in the following battles and skirmishes (all in Missouri and Arkansas) Putnam's
Ferry, Cotton Plant, Union City (twice), Camp
Pillow, Bloomfield (first and second battles), Van
Buren, Allen, Eleven Point River, Jackson,
White River, Chalk Bluff, Bushy Creek, near
Helena, Grand Prairie, White River, Deadman's
;

:

Lake, Brownsville, Bayou Metoe, Austin, Little
Rock, Benton, Batesville, Pine Bluff, Arkadelphia, Okolona, Little Missouri River, Prairie du
Anne, Camden, Jenkins' Ferry, Cross Roads,

Mount Elba, Douglas Landing and Monticello.
The regiment was mustered out, August 31, 1865,
and received
field,

final

pay and discharge at Spring-

Sept. 13, 1865.

Fourteenth Cavalry. Mustered into service
January and February, 1863; participated in the battle of Cumberland Gap, in the
defense of Knoxville and the pursuit of Longat Peoria, in
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the engagements at Bean Station and
Dandridge, in the Macon raid, and in the cavalry
In the latter Genbattle at Sunshine Church.
eral Stoneman surrendered, but the Fourteenth
cut its way out. On their retreat the men were
betrayed by a guide and the regiment badly cut
up and scattered, those escaping being hunted by
soldiers with bloodhounds. Later, it was engaged
at Waynesboro and in the battles of Franklin and
Nashville, and was mustered out at Nashville,
July 31, 1865, having marched over 10,000 miles,
exclusive of duty done by detachments.
street, in

Fifteenth Cavalry.

Composed

of companies

originally independent, attached to infantry regi-

ments and acting as such; participated in the
battles of Fort Donelson and Shiloh, and in the
siege and capture of Corinth.
Regimental organization was effected in the spring of 1863, and
thereafter it was engaged chiefly in scouting and
post duty.
It was mustered out at Springfield,
August 25, 1864, the recruits (whose term of
service had not expired) being consolidated with
the Tenth Cavalry.
Sixteenth Cavalry. Composed principally
of Chicago men Thieleman's and Schambeck's

—

Cavalry Companies, raised at the outset of the
war, forming the nucleus of the regiment. The
former served as General Sherman's body-guard
Captain Thieleman was made a
for some time.
Major and authorized to raise a battalion, the
two companies named thenceforth being known
In September, 1862,
as Thieleman's Battalion.
the War Department authorized the extension of
the battalion to a regiment, and, on the 11th of
June, 1863, the regimental organization was comIt took part in the East Tennessee campleted.
paign, a portion of the regiment aiding in the
defense of Knoxville, a part garrisoning Cumberand Gap, and one battalion being captured by
Longstreet. The regiment also participated in
the battles of Rocky Face Ridge, Buzzard's
Roost, Resaca, Kingston, Cassville, Carterville,

Allatoona,

Kenesaw,

Lost

Mountain,

Mines

Powder

Springs, Chattahoochie, Atlanta,
Jonesboro, Franklin and Nashville. It arrived
in Chicago, August 23, 1865, for final payment

Ridge,

and discharge, having marched about 5,000 miles
and engaged in thirty-one battles, besides numerous skirmishes.

Seventeenth Cavalry.

Mustered into servJanuary and February, 1864; aided in the
repulse of Price at Jefferson City, Mo. and was
engaged at Booneville, Independence, Mine
Creek, and Fort Scott, besides doing garrison
duty, scouting and raiding. It was mustered
ice in

,
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out in November and December, 1865, at Leavenworth, Kan. Gov. John L. Beveridge, who had
previously been a Captain and Major of the
Eighth Cavalry, was the Colonel of this regiment.
First Light Artillery. Consisted of ten
Battery A was organized under the
batteries.
first call for State troops, April 21, 1861, but not
mustered into the three years" service until July
was engaged at Fort Donelson, Shiloh,
16;
Chickasaw Bayou, Arkansas Post, the sieges of
Vicksburg and Jackson, and in the Atlanta campaign; was in reserve at Champion Hills and
Nashville, and mustered out July 3, 1865, at
Chicago.
Battery B was organized in April, 1861, engaged at Belmont, Fort Donelson, Shiloh, in the
siege of Corinth and at La Grange, Holly Springs,
Memphis, Chickasaw Bayou, Arkansas Post, the
siege of Vicksburg, Mechanicsburg, Richmond
(La.), the Atlanta campaign and the battle of
Nashville.
The Battery was reorganized by consolidation with Battery A, and mustered out at
Chicago, July 2, 1865.
Battery D was organized at Cairo, Sept. 2, 1861
was engaged at Fort Donelson and at Shiloh,
and mustered out, July 28, 1865, at Chicago.
Battery E was organized at Camp Douglas and
mustered into service, Dec. 19, 1861 was engaged
at Shiloh, Corinth, Jackson, Vicksburg, Guntown, Pontotoc, Tupelo and Nashville, and mustered out at Louisville, Dec. 24, 1864.
Battery F was recruited at Dixon and mustered in at Springfield, Feb. 25, 1862. It took
part in the siege of Corinth and the Yocona
expedition, and was consolidated with the other
batteries in the regiment, March 7, 1865.
Battery G was organized at Cairo and mustered in Sept. 28, 1861 was engaged in the siege
and the second battle of Corinth, and mustered
;

;

out at Springfield, July 24, 1865.
Battery H was recruited in and about Chicago,
during January and February, 1862 participated
in the battle of Shiloh, siege of Vicksburg, and
in the Atlanta campaign, the "March to the
Sea," and through the Carolinas with Sherman.
Battery I was organized at Camp Douglas and
mustered in, Feb. 10, 1862; was engaged at
Shiloh, in the Tallahatchie raid, the sieges of
Vicksburg and Jackson, and in the battles of
Chattanooga and Vicksburg It veteranized,
March 17, 1864, and was mustered out, July 26,
;

1865.

Battery

mustered

campaign

in Tennessee, and in the capture
Part of the men were mustered
out at Springfield in June, 1865, and the reside's

of Knoxville.

manider at Chicago in July.

in,

Jan.

9,

at

Shawneetown and

1862, participated in

Burn-

service,

August

12,

1862, for

served through the Chickamauga
campaign, being engaged at Chickamauga; also
was engaged at Missionary Ridge, was besieged
at Chattanooga, and took part in all the important battles of the Atlanta campaign. It was
mustered out at Chicago, July 24, 1864, having
traveled 3,102 miles and been under fire 178 days.
Second Light Artillery. Consisted of nine
batteries.
Battery
was organized at Peoria,
and mustered into service, May 23, 1861 served
in Missouri and Arkansas, doing brilliant work
It was mustered out of service at
at Pea Ridge.
Springfield, July 27, 1865.
Battery D was organized at Cairo, and mustered
three years.

It

A

;

into service in December, 1861

was engaged

;

at

Fort Donelson, Shiloh, Vicksburg, Jackson,
Meridian and Decatur, and mustered out at
Louisville, Nov. 21, 1864.
Battery E was organized at St. Louis, Mo., in
August, 1861, and mustered into service, August
It was engaged at Fort Donel20, at that point.
son and Shiloh, and in the siege of Corinth and
the Yocona expedition was consolidated with
Battery A.
Battery F was organized at Cape Girardeau,
Mo., and mustered in, Dec. 11, 1861; was engaged
at Shiloh, in the siege and second battle of
Corinth, and the Meridian campaign; also
It was
at Kenesaw, Atlanta and Jonesboro.
mustered out, July 27, 1865, at Springfield.
was organized at Springfield, DeBattery
cember, 1861, and mustered in, Dec. 31, 1861 was
engaged at Fort Donelson and in the siege of
Fort Pillow; veteranized, Jan. 1, 1864, was
mounted as cavalry the following summer, and

—

H

;

mustered out at Springfield, Jul} 29, 1865.
Battery I was recruited in Will County, and
mustered into service at Camp Butler, Dec. 31,
-

1861.

It

participated in the siege of Island No.

advance upon Cornith, and in the
Perryville, Chickamauga, Lookout
Mountain, Missionary Ridge and Chattanooga.
It veteranized, Jan. 1, 1864, marched with Sherman to Atlanta, and thence to Savannah and
through the Carolinas, and was mustered out at
10,

in the

battles

of

Springfield.

K

was organized at Springfield and
31, 1863; was engaged at Fort
the capture of Clarkston, Mo., and the

Battery

K was organized

M was organized at Camp Douglas and

Battery

mustered into the

mustered in Dec.
Pillow,
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siege of Vicksburg.

Battery
tered

It

was mustered

out, July

at Chicago.

14, 1865,

L was

organized at Chicago and mus-

Feb. 28, 1862; participated in the advance on Corinth, the battle of Hatchie and the
advance on the Tallahatchie, and was mustered
in,

out at Chicago, August 9, 1865.
Battery
was organized at Chicago, and mustered in at Springfield, June, 1862 was engaged
at Jonesboro, Blue Spring, Blountsville and
Rogersville, being finally
consolidated with
other batteries of the regiment.

M

;

Chicago Board of Trade Battery.

Organ-

ized through the efforts of the Chicago Board of

Trade, which raised §15,000 for its equipment,
within forty-eight hours. It was mustered into

August

service,

1,

was engaged

1862,

Law-

at

renceburg, Murfreesboro, Stone River, Chickamauga, Farmington, Decatur (Ga.), Atlanta,

Lovejoy Station, Nashville, Selma and Columbus
(Ga. ) It was mustered out at Chicago, June 30,
1865, and paid in full, July 3, having marched
The
5,268 miles and traveled by rail 1,231 miles.
battery

was

in eleven

of the hardest

battles

fought in the West, and in twenty-six minor
battles, being in action forty-two times while on
scouts, reconnoissances or outpost duty.
Recruited
Chicago Mercantile Battery.
and organized under the auspices of the MercanAssociation, an association of prominent

and

patriotic merchants of the City of Chicago.

It

tile

was mustered

into service,

August

29,

1862, at

Camp

Douglas, participated in the Tallahatchie
expeditions, the first attack upon
Vicksburg, the battle of Arkansas Post, the siege
of Vicksburg, the battles of Magnolia Hills,
Champion Hills, Black River Bridge and Jackson
(Miss.); also took part in Banks' Red River expedition; was mustered out at Chicago, and

and Yazoo

received

final

traveled,

by

payment, July 10,
sea and land,

1865,

river,

over

having
11,000

miles.

Springfield

Light Artillery.

Recruited

principally from the cities of Springfield, Belle-

and Wenona, and mustered into service at
term of three years, August
It
21, 1862, numbering 199 men and officers.
participated in the capture of Little Rock and in
the Red River expedition, and was mustered out
at Springfield, 114 strong, June 30, 1865.
Cogswell's Battery, Light Artillery.
Organized at Ottawa, 111., and mustered in, Nov.
ville

Springfield, for the

11,

1861,

as

Company

A

(Artillery) Fifty-third

Illinois Volunteers, Colonel

ing

the

regiment.

It

Cushman commandparticipated

in

the
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advance on Corinth, the siege of Vicksburg, the
battle of Missionary Ridge, and the capture of
Spanish Fort and Fort Blakely, near Mobile. The
regiment was mustered out at Springfield, August
14, 1865, having served three years and nine
months, marched over 7,500 miles, and participated in seven sieges and battles.
Sturges Rifles. An independent company,
organized at Chicago, armed, equipped and subsisted for nearly two months, by the patriotic
generosity of Mr. Solomon Sturges was mustered
into service, May 6, 1861 in June following, was
;

;

ordered

to

West

Virginia, serving

as

body-

guard of General McClellan; was engaged at
Rich Mountain, in the siege of Yorktown, and in
the seven days' battle of the Chickahominy. A
portion of the company was at Antietam, the
remainder having been detached as foragers,
It was mustered out at Washington,
scouts, etc.
Nov.

25, 1862.

WAR, THE

SPANISH - AMERICAN.

oppressions and misrule

The
which had character-

ized the administration of affairs by the Spanish

Government and

its agents for generations, in the
Island of Cuba, culminated, in April, 1898, in
mutual declarations of war between Spain and

the United States. The causes leading up to this
result were the injurious effects upon American
commerce and the interests of American citizens
owning property in Cuba, as well as the constant
expense imposed upon the Government of the
United States in the maintenance of a large navy
along the South Atlantic coast to suppress filibustering, superadded to the friction and unrest
produced among the people of this country by the
long continuance of disorders and abuses so near
to our own shores, which aroused the sympathy
and indignation of the entire civilized world.
For three years a large proportion of the Cuban
population had been in open rebellion against the
Spanish Government, and, while the latter had
imported a large army to the island and subjected the insurgents and their families and
sympathizers to the grossest cruelties, not even
excepting torture and starvation itself, their
policy had failed to bring the insurgents into
subjection or to restore order. In this condition
of affairs the United States Government had
endeavored, through negotiation, to secure a mitigation of the evils complained of, by a modification of the Spanish policy of government in the
island but all suggestions in this direction had
either been resented by Spain as unwarrantable
interference in her affairs, or promises of reform,
when made, had been as invariably broken.
;
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In the meantime an increasing sentiment had
been growing up in the United States in favor of
conceding belligerent rights to the Cuban insurgents, or the recognition of their independence,
which found expression in measures proposed in
Congress all offers of friendly intervention by
the United States having been rejected by Spain
Compelled, at
with evidences of indignation.
last, to recognize its inability to subdue the insurrection, the Spanish Government, in November,

—

made a pretense of tendering autonomy to
the Cuban people, with the privilege of amnesty
to the insurgents on laying down their arms.
The long duration of the war and the outrages
1897,

perpetrated upon the helpless "reconcentrados,
coupled with the increased confidence of the
insurgents in the final triumph of their cause,
rendered this movement even if intended to be
The
carried out to the letter of no avail.
proffer came too late, and was promptly rejected.
In this condition of affairs and with a view to
greater security for American interests, the
American battleship Maine was ordered to
Havana, on Jan. 24, 1898. It arrived in Havana
Harbor the following day, and was anchored at a
point designated by the Spanish commander. On
the night of February 15, following, it was blown
up and destroyed by some force, as shown by after
investigation, applied from without.
Of a crew
of 354 men belonging to the vessel at the time,
266 were either killed outright by the explosion,
Not only the Amerior died from their wounds.
can people, but the entire civilized world, was
shocked by the catastrophe. An act of horrible
treachery had been perpetrated against an
American vessel and its crew on a peaceful mission in the harbor of a professedly friendly na-

—

—

tion.

The

successive steps leading to actual hostili-

were rapid and eventful. One of the earliest
and most significant of these was the passage, by
a unanimous vote of both houses of Congress, on
March 9, of an appropriation placing §50,000,000
in the hands of the President as an emergency
fund for purposes of national defense. This was
followed, two days later, by an order for the
mobilization of the army. The more important
events following this step were: An order, under
date of April 5, withdrawing American consuls
from Spanish stations the departure, on April 9,
of Consul-General Fitzhugh Lee from Havana;
April 19, the adoption by Congress of concurrent
resolutions declaring Cuba independent and
directing the President to use the land and naval
forces of the United States to put an end to

ties

;

Spanish authority in the island; April 20, the
sending to the Spanish Government, by the President, of an ultimatum in accordance with this
act; April 21, the deb very to Minister Woodford,
at Madrid, of his passports without waiting for
the presentation of the ultimatum, with the
departui-e of the Spanish Minister from Washington April 23, the issue of a call by the President
;

for 125,000 volunters; April 24, the final declara-

war by Spain April 25, the adoption by
Congress of a resolution declaring that war had
existed from April 21 on the same date an order
to Admiral Dewey, in command of the Asiatic
Squadron at Hongkong, to sail for Manila with a
view to investing that city and blockading

tion of

;

;

Philqjpine ports.
The chief events subsequent to the declaration
of war embraced the following: May 1, the
destruction by Admiral Dewey's squadron of the
Spanish fleet in the harbor of Manila; May 19,
the arrival of the Spanish Admiral Cervera's fleet

Cuba; May 25, a second call by
the President for 75,000 volunteers; July 3, the
attempt of Cervera's fleet to escape, and its
destruction off Santiago; July 17, the surrender
of Santiago to the forces under General Shatter;
July 30, the statement by the President, through
the French Ambassador at Washington, of the
terms on which the United States would consent
to make peace August 9, acceptance of the peace
terms by Spain, followed, three days later, by the
signing of the peace protocol September 9, the
appointment by the President of Peace Commissioners on the part of the United States Sept. 18,
the announcement of the Peace Commissioners
selected by Spain; October 1, the beginning of the
Peace Conference by the representatives of the
two powers, at Paris, and the formal signing, on
December 10, of the peace treaty, including the
recognition by Spain of the freedom of Cuba,
with the transfer to the United States of Porto
Rico and her other West India islands, together
with the surrender of the Philippines for a conat Santiago de

;

;

;

sideration of §20,000,000.

Seldom, if ever, in the history of nations have
such vast and far-reaching results been accomThe war,
plished within so short a period.
which practically began with the destruction of
the Spanish fleet in Manila Harbor an event
which aroused the enthusiasm of the whole

—

American

people,

and

won

the

—

respect

and

admiration of other nations was practically
ended by the surrender of Santiago and the
declaration by the President of the conditions of
peace just three months later.
Succeeding
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events,

up

to the formal signing of the peace

treaty, .were

merely the recognition of results

previously determined.
History of Illinois Regiments.

— The

part

played by Illinois in connection with these events
may be briefly summarized in the history of Illinois regiments and other organizations. Under
the first call of the President for 125,000 volunseven of infantry and one
teers, eight regiments
of cavalry were assigned to Illinois, to which
was subsequently added, on application through
Governor Tanner, one battery of light artilThe infantry regiments were made up
lery.
of
the Illinois National Guard, numbered
consecutively from one to seven, and were
practically mobilized at their home stations
within forty-eight hours from the receipt of the
call, and began to arrive at Camp Tanner, near
Springfield, the place of rendezvous, on April 26,
the day after the issue of the Governor's call.
The record of Illinois troops is conspicuous for
the promptness of their response and the completeness of their organization in this respect
being unsurpassed by those of any other State.
Under the call of May 25 for an additional force
of 75,000 men, the quota assigned to Illinois was
two regiments, which were promptly furnished,
taking the names of the Eighth and Ninth. The
first of these belonged to the Illinois National
Guard, as the regiments mustered in under the
first call had done, while the Ninth was one of a

—

—

.

—

of '.'Provisional Regiments" which had
tendered their services to the Government. Some

number

twenty-five other regiments of this class, more or
less complete, stood ready to perfect their organizations should there be occasion for their servThe aggregate strength of Illinois organiices.
zations at date of muster out from the United
States service was 12,280 11,789 men and 491

—

officers.

First Regiment Illinois Volunteers (origGuard) was organized at
Chicago, and mustered into the United States
service at Camp Tanner (Springfield), under the
command of Col. Henry L. Turner, May 13, 1898;

May

Camp Thomas (Chickamauga)

assigned to First Brigade, Third
Division, of the First Army Corps; started for
Tampa, Fla., June 2, but soon after arrival there
was transferred to Picnic Island, and assigned to
provost duty in place of the First United States
Infantry. On June 30 the bulk of the regiment
embarked for Cuba, but was detained in the harbor at Key West until July 5, when the vessel
sailed for Santiago, arriving in Guantanamo Bay
17;

on the evening of the 8th. Disembarking on
10th, the whole regiment arrived on the
firing line on the 11th, spent several days and
nights in the trenches before Santiago, and
were present at the surrender of that city
on the 17th.
Two companies had previously
been detached for the scarcely less perilous duty
of service in the fever hospitals and in caring
for their wounded comrades.
The next month
was spent on guard duty in the captured city,
until August 25, when, depleted in numbers and
weakened by fever, the bulk of the regiment was
transferred by hospital boats to Camp Wikoff, on
the

Montauk Point, L. I. The members of the regiment able to travel left Camp Wikoff, September
8, for Chicago, arriving two days later, where they
met an enthusiastic reception and were mustered
out, November 17, 1,235 strong (rank and file) —
considerable number of recruits having joined the
regiment just before leaving Tampa. The record
of the First was conspicuous by the fact that it
was the only Illinois regiment to see service in
Cuba during the progress of actual hostilities.
Before leaving Tampa some eighty members of the
regiment were detailed for engineering duty in
Porto Rico, sailed for that island on July 12, and
were among the first to perform service there.
The First suffered severely from yellow fever
while in Cuba, but, as a regiment, while in the
service,

made a brilliant

complimented in the

record,

which was highly

official reports of its

com-

manding officers.
Second Regiment Illinois Volunteer Infantry (originally Second I. N. G.). This regiment, also from

began to arrive at
numbering 1,202 men and 47 officers, under command of
Col. George M. Moulton;
was mustered in
between May 4 and May 15 on May 17 started
for Tampa, Fla. but en route its destination was
changed to Jacksonville, where, as a part of the
Seventh Army Corps, under command of Gen.
Fitzhugh Lee, it assisted in the dedication of
Chicago,

Springfield, April 27, 1898

—at that time
;

,

inally Illinois National

left Springfield for
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Camp Cuba

Libre.

to Savannah, Ga.,

December

8,

October 25
remaining at

when two

it

was transferred

"Camp Lee"

battalions

until

embarked

for

Havana, landing on the 15th, being followed, a
few days later, by the Third Battalion, and sta-

Camp

Columbia. From Dec. 17 to Jan.
Colonel Moulton served as Chief of
Police for the city of Havana. On March 28 to 30
the regiment left Camp Columbia in detachtioned at
11,

1899,

ments for Augusta, Ga., where it arrived April
5, and was mustered out, April 26, 1,051 strong
(rank and file), and returned to Chicago. Dur-
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stay in Cuba the regiment did not lose a
history of this regiment has been
written by Rev. H. W. Bolton, its late Chaplain.

ing

its

man.

A

Regiment Illinois Volunteer Infantry, composed of companies of the Illinois
National Guard from the counties of La Salle.
Livingston, Kane, Kankakee, McHenry, Ogle,
"Will, and "Winnebago, under command of Col.

Third

Fred Bennitt, reported at Springfield, with 1,170
men and 50 officers, on April 27 was mustered
in May 7, 1898; transferred from Springfield to
Camp Thomas (Chickamauga), May 14; on July
22 left Chickamauga for Porto Rico on the 28th
sailed from Newport News, on the liner St. Louis,
arriving at Ponce, Porto Rico, on July 31 soon
after disembarking captured Arroyo, and assisted
;

;

;

the capture of Guayama, which was the
beginning of General Brooke's advance across
the island to San Juan, when intelligence was
received of the signing of the peace protocol by
Spain. From August 13 to October 1 the Third
continued in the performance of guard duty in
Porto Rico on October 22, 986 men and 39 officers took transport for home by way of New York,
arriving in Chicago, November 11, the several
companies being mustered out at their respective
home stations. Its strength at final muster-out
was 1,273 men and officers. This regiment had
the distinction of being one of the first to see
service in Porto Rico, but suffered severely from
fever and other diseases during the three months
in

;

of its stay in the island.

Fourth Illinois Volunteer Infantry, composed of companies from Champaign, Coles,
Douglas, Edgar, Effingham, Fayette, Jackson,
Jefferson, Montgomery, Richland, and St. Clair
counties; mustered into the service at Spring-

May 20, under command of Col. Casirner
Andel; started immediately for Tampa, Fla., but
en route its destination was changed to Jacksonville, where it was stationed at Camp Cuba Libre
as a part of the Seventh Corps under command of,
Gen. Fitzhugh Lee; in October was transferred
to Savannah, Ga., remaining at Camp Onward
until about the first of January, when the regiment took ship for Havana. Here the regiment
field,

Camp Columbia until April 4,
returned to Augusta, Ga. and was
mustered out at Camp Mackenzie (Augusta), May
2, the companies returning to their respective
home stations. During a part of its stay at
Jacksonville, and again at Savannah, the regiwas

1899,

stationed at

when

it

,

ment was employed on guard duty. While at
Jacksonville Colonel Andel was suspended by
court-martial, and finally tendered his resigna-

tion, his place

being supplied by Lieut. -Col. Eben

Swift, of the Ninth.

Fifth Regiment Illinois Volunteer Infantry was the first regiment to report, and was

May

mustered in at Springfield,

command

of Col.

James

S.

7,

1898,

under

Culver, being finally

composed of twelve companies from Pike, Christian, Sangamon, McLean, Montgomery, Adams,
Tazewell, Macon, Morgan, Peoria, and Fulton
counties; on May 14 left- Springfield for Camp
Thomas (Chickamauga, Ga.), being assigned to
the command of General Brooke August 3 left
Chickamauga for Newport News, Va., with the
expectation of embarking for Porto Rico
previous order of Juty 26 to the same purport
having been countermanded; at Newport News
embarked on the transport Obdam, but again the
order was rescinded, and, after remaining on
board thirty-six hours, the regiment was disembarked. The next move was made to Lexington,
Ky., where the regiment having lost hope of
reaching "the front" remained until Sept. 5,
;

—

—

—

when

it returned to Springfield for final musterThis regiment was composed of some of the
best material in the State, and anxious for active
service, but after a succession of disappointments, was compelled to return to its home station without meeting the enemy. After its arrival
at Springfield the regiment was furloughed for
thirty days and finally mustered out, October 16,
numbering 1,213 men and 47 officers.
Sixth Regiment Illinois Volunteer Infantry, consisting of twelve companies from the
counties of Rock Island, Knox, Whiteside, Lee,
Carroll, Stephenson, Henry, Warren, Bureau, and

out.

Jo Daviess, was mustered in May 11,
command of Col. D. Jack Foster; on

1898,

under

May

17 left

July 5 the
for Camp Alger, Va.
regiment moved to Charleston, S. C, where a
part embarked for Siboney, Cuba, but the whole
regiment was soon after united in General
Miles' expedition for the invasion of Porto Rico,
landing at Guanico on July 25, and advancing
into the interior as far as Ad junta and Utuado.
After several weeks' service in the interior, the
regiment returned to Ponce, and on September 7
took transport for the return home, arrived at
Springfield a week later, and was mustered out
November 25, the regiment at that time consisting of 1,239 men and 49 officers.
Springfield

;

Seventh Illinois Volunteer Infantry
Two
(known as the "Hibernian Rifles").
battalions of this regiment reported at Spring,

April 27, with 33 officers and 765 enlisted
men, being afterwards increased to the maxifield,
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was mustered into the United States servunder command of Col. Marcus Kavanagh,
May 18, 1898 on May 28 started for Camp Alger,
Va. was afterwards encamped at Thoroughfare
Gap and Camp Meade on September 9 returned
to Springfield, was furloughed for thirty days,
and mustered out, October 20, numbering 1,260
men and 49 officers. Like the Fifth, the Seventh
saw no actual service in the field.
;

ice,

;

;

;

Eighth Illinois Volunteer Infantry

(col-

ored regiment), mustered into the service at
Springfield under the second call of the President, July 23, 1898, being composed wholly of
Afro- Americans under officers of their own race,
•with Col. John R. Marshall in command, the
muster-roll showing 1,195

The

six companies,

men and

the other five
Bloomington, Springfield,
cago,

Mound

City and

regiment

having

76 officers.

A to F,

were from Chibeing, respectively, from

from

Quincy,

and

Metropolis,

tendered

their

Litchfield,

Cairo.

services

The
to

on duty at Santiago de
August 8, by way of
New York immediately on arrival at Santiago,
a week later, was assigned to duty, but subsequently transferred to San Luis, where Colone,
The
Marshall was made military governor.
major part of the regiment remained here until
relieve the First Illinois

Cuba,

it

started for Cuba,
;

ordered home early in March, 1899, arrived at
Chicago, March 15, and was mustered out, April

rank and file, having been in
months and six days.
Ninth Illinois Volunteer Infantry was
organized from the counties of Southern Illinois,
and mustered in at Springfield under the second
call of the President, July 4-11, 1898, under command of Col. James R. Campbell; arrived at
Camp Cuba Libre (Jacksonville, Fla. ), August 9;
two months later was transferred to Savannah,
was moved to Havana in December, where
Ga.
3,

1,226 strong,

service nine

;

remained until May, 1899, when it returned to
Augusta, Ga., and was mustered out there, May
20, 1899, at that time consisting of 1,095 men and
46 officers. From Augusta the several companies
returned to their respective home stations. The
Ninth was the only "Provisional Regiment "'from
Illinois mustered into the service during the
war, the other regiments all belonging to the
National Guard.
First Illinois Cavalry was organized at Chicago immediately after the President's first call,
seven companies being recruited from Chicago,
two from Bloomington, and one each from
Springfield, Elkhart, and Lacon was mustered in
at Springfield, May 21, 1898, under command of
it

;
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Col. Edward C. Young; left Springfield for Camp
Thomas, Ga., May 30, remaining there until
August 24, when it returned to Fort Sheridan,
near Chicago, where it was stationed until October
11, when it was mustered out, at that time conAlthough
sisting of 1,158 men and 50 officers.
the regiment saw no active service in the field, it
established an excellent record for itself in respect

to discipline.

First Engineering Corps, consisting of 80
detailed from the First Illinois Volunteers,
were among the first Illinois soldiers to see service in Porto Rico, accompanying General Miles'
expedition in the latter part of July, and being
engaged for a time in the construction of bridges
in aid of the intended advance across the island.
On September 8 they embarked for the return
home, arrived at Chicago, September 17, and
were mustered out November 20.

men

Battery A (I. N. G.), from Danville, 111., was
mustered in under a special order of the War
Department, May 12, 1898, under command of
Capt. Oscar P. Yaeger, consisting of 118 men;
left Springfield for Camp Thomas, Ga., May 19,
and, two months later, joined in General Miles'
Porto Rico expedition, landing at Guanico on
August 3, and taking part in the affair at Guayama on the 12th. News of peace having been
received, the Battery returned to Ponce,

where

remained until Sejatember 7, when it started
on the return home by way of New York, arrived
at Danville, September 17, was furloughed for
sixty days, and mustered out November 25. The
Battery was equipped with modern breech-loading rapid-firing guns, operated by practical artillerists and prepared for effective service.
Naval Reserves. One of the earliest steps
taken by the Government after it became apit

—

parent that hostilities could not be averted, was
to begin preparation for strengthening the naval
arm of the service. The existence of the "Naval
Militia," first organized in 1893, placed Illinois in
an exceptionally favorable position for making a
prompt response to the call of the Government, as
well as furnishing a superior class of men for
service a fact evidenced during the operations
in the West Indies.
Gen. John McNulta, as head
of the local committee, was active in calling the
attention of the Navy Department to the value of
the service to be rendered by this organization,
which resulted in its being enlisted practically as
a body, taking the name of "Naval Reserves"
all but eighty-eight of the number passing the
physical examination, the places of these being
promptly filled by new recruits. The first de-

—
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tachment of over 200

left

Chicago

May

2,

under

the command of Lieut. -Com. John M. Hawley,
followed soon after by the remainder of the First
Battalion, making the whole number from Chicago 400, with 267, constituting the Second BatThe latter
talion, from other towns of the State.
was made up of 147 men from Moline, 58 from

—

Quincy, and 62 from Alton making a total from
the State of 667. This does not include others,
not belonging to this organization, who enlisted
for service in the navy during the war, which
raised the whole number for the State over 1,000.
The Reserves enlisted from Illinois occupied a
different relation to the Government from that

"naval militia" of other States, which
retained their State organizations, while those
from Illinois were regularly mustered into the

of the

United States service. The recruits from Illinois
were embarked at Key "West, Norfolk and NewYork, and distributed among fifty-two different
vessels, including nearly

every vessel belonging

North Atlantic Squadron. They saw service in nearly every department from the position
of stokers in the hold to that of gunners in the
to the

turrets of the big battleships, the largest

number

being assigned to the famous battleship Oregon, while the cruiser Yale followed with 47; the

(60)

Harvard with 35; Cincinnati, 27; Yankton, 19;
Franklin, 18; Montgomery and Indiana, each, 17;
Hector, 14; Marietta, 11; Wilmington and Lancaster, 10 each, and others down to one each.
Illinois sailors thus had the privilege of participating in the brilliant affair of July 3, which
resulted in the destruction of Cervera's fleet off
Santiago, as also in nearly every other event in
the West Indies of less importance, without the
loss of a man while in the service, although
among the most ex2X>sed. They were mustered
out at different times, as they could be spared
from the service, or the vessels to which they
were attached went out of commission, a portion
serving out their full term of one year.
The
Reserves from Chicago retain their organization
under the name of "Naval Reserve Veterans,"
with headquarters in the Masonic Temple Building, Chicago.
WARD, James H., ex-Congressman, was born
in Chicago, Nov. 30, 1853, and educated in the
Chicago public schools and at the University of
Notre Dame, graduating from the latter in 1873.
Three years later he graduated from the Union
College of Law, Chicago, and was admitted to
the bar. Since then he has continued to practice
In 1879 he was
his profession in his native city.
elected Supervisor of the town of West Chicago,

was a candidate for Presidential
Elector on the Democratic ticket, and the same
year, was the successful candidate of his party
for Congress in the Third Illinois District, servand, in 1884,

ing one term.

WINNEBAGO INDIANS,

a tribe of the Da-

which

at one time occupied

cota, or Sioux, stock,

a part of Northern Illinois.
The word "Winnebago is a corruption of the French Ouinebe-

Ouimbegouc, etc., the diphthong "ou"
taking the place of the consonant "w," which is
wanting in the French alphabet. These were,
goutz,

French misspellings of an Algonquin
term meaning "fetid," which the latter tribe
applied to the Winnebagoes because they had
come from the western ocean the salt (or
"fetid") water. In their advance towards the
East the Winnebagoes early invaded the country
of the Illinois, but were finally driven northward by the latter, who surpassed them in numbers rather than in bravery.
The invaders
settled in Wisconsin, near the Fox River, and
here they were first visited by the Jesuit Fathers
in turn,

—

in the seventeenth century.
tions.)

(See Jesuit Rela-

The Winnebagoes are commonly

re-

garded as a Wisconsin tribe; yet, that they
claimed territorial rights in Illinois is shown by
the fact that the treaty of Prairie du Chien
(August 1, 1829), alludes to a Winnebago village
located in what is now Jo Daviess County, near
the mouth of the Pecatonica River. While, as a
rule,

the tribe,

if left

to

itself,

was disposed

to

amity with the whites, it was carried
away by the eloquence and diplomacy of
Tecumseh and the cajoleries of "The Prophet.*'
General Harrison especially alludes to the bravlive in

ery of the Winnebago warriors at Tippecanoe'
which he attributees in part, however, to a superstitious faith in "The Projihet."
In June or
July, 1827, an unprovoked and brutal outrage by
the whites upon an unoffending and practically
defenseless party of Winnebagoes, near Prairie
du Chien brought on what is known as the

'Winnebago War."
Winnebago War.)
(See
The tribe took no part in the Black Hawk War,
largely because of the great influence and shrewd
tactic
of their chief, Naw-caw.
By treaties
executed in 1832 and 1837 the Winnebagoes ceded
to the United States all their lands lying east of
the Mississippi. They were finally removed west
of that river, and, after many shiftings of location, were placed upon the Omaha Reservation in
Eastern Nebraska, where their industry, thrift
and peaceable disposition elicited high praise

from Government

officials.
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WARNER, Vespasian, lawyer and Member of
Congress, was born in De Witt County, 111., April
23, 1842, and has lived all bis life in his native
county his present residence being Clinton.
After a short course in Lombard University,

—

while studying law in the office of Hon. Lawrence Weldon, at Clinton, he enlisted as a private
soldier of the Twentieth Illinois Volunteers, in
June, 1861, serving until July, 1866, when he was
mustered out with the rank of Captain and
brevet Major. He received a gunshot wound at
Shiloh, but continued to serve in the Army of
the Tennessee until the evacuation of Atlanta,
wdien he was ordered North on account of disHis last service was in fighting Indians
ability.
on the plains. After the war he completed his
law studies at Harvard University, graduating in
1868, when he entered into a law partnership
with Clifton H. Moore of Clinton. He served as
Judge- Advocate General of the Illinois National
Guard for several years, with the rank of Colonel,
under the administrations of Governors Hamilton, Oglesby and Fifer, and, in 1894, was nominated and elected, as a Republican, to the
Fifty-fourth Congress for the Thirteenth District,
being re-elected in 1896, and again in 1898. In
the Fifty-fifth Congress, Mr. Warner was a member of the Committees on Agriculture and Invalid
Pensions, and Chairman of the Committee on
Revision of the Laws.
WARREN, a village in Jo Daviess County, at
intersection of the Illinois Central and the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railways, 26 miles
west-northwest of Freeport and 27 miles east by
north of Galena. The surrounding region is
agricultural and stock-raising there are also lead
mines in the vicinity. Tobacco is grown to some
extent. Warren has a flouring mill, tin factory,
creamery and stone quarries, a State bank, water
supply from artesian wells, fire department, gas
plant, two weekly newspapers, five churches, a
high school, an academy and a public library.
Pop. (1890), 1,172; (1900), 1,327.
WARREN, Calviu A., lawyer, was born in
Essex County, N. Y., June 3, 1807; in his youth,
worked for a time, as a typographer, in the office
of "The Northern Spectator," at Poultney, Vt.,
side by side with Horace Greeley, afterwards the
founder of "The New York Tribune." Later, he
became one of the publishers of "The Palladium"
;

removed to
Hamilton County, Ohio, where he began the

at

Ballston,

N. Y., but, in

1832,

study of law, completing his course at Transylvania University, Ky., in 1834, and beginning
practice at Batavia, Ohio, as the partner of
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Thomas

Morris, then a United States Senator
from Ohio, whose daughter he married, thereby
becoming the brother-in-law of the late Isaac N.
Morris,

of

Quincy,

111.

In

1836,

Mr.

Warren

Adams County, 111., but soon
after removed to Warsaw in Hancock County,
where he resided until 1839, when he returned to
came

to Quincy,

Quincy. Here he continued in practice, either
alone or as a partner, at different times, of several of the leading attorneys of that city.
Although lie held no office except that of Master
in Chancery, which he occupied for some sixteen
years, the possession of an inexhaustible fund of
humor, with strong practical sense and decided
ability as a speaker, gave him great popularity
at the bar and upon the stump, and made him a
recognized leader in the ranks of the Democratic
party, of which he was a life-long member. He
served as Presidential Elector on the Pierce
ticket in 1852, and was the nominee of his party
for the same position on one or two other occasions.
Died, at Quincy, Feb. 22, 1881.
WARREN, Hooper, pioneer journalist, was
born at Walpole, N. H. in 1790 learned the printer's trade on the Rutland (Vt. ) "Herald"; in
1814 went to Delaware, whence, three years later,
,

;

he emigrated to Kentucky, working for a time
on a paper at Frankfort. In 1818 he came to St.
Louis and worked in the office of the old "Missouri Gazette" (the predecessor of "The Republican"), and also acted as the agent of a lumber
company at Cairo, 111. when the whole population of that place consisted of one family domiciled on a grounded flat-boat.
In March, 1819,
he established, at Edwardsville, the third paper
in Illinois, its predecessors being "The Illinois
Intelligencer," at Kaskaskia, and "The Illinois
Emigrant," at Shawneetown. The name given
to the new paper was "The Spectator," and the
contest over the effort to introduce a pro-slavery
clause in the State Constitution soon brought it
into prominence.
Backed by Governor Coles,
Congressman Daniel P. Cook, Judge S. D. Lockwood, Rev. Thomas Lippincott, Judge Wm. H.
Brown (afterwards of Chicago), George Churchill
and other opponents of slavery, "The Spectator"
made a sturdy fight in opposition to the scheme,
which ended in defeat of the measure by the
,

rejection at the polls, in 1824, of the proposition

Warren left
for a Constitutional Convention.
the Edwardsville paper in 1825, and was, for a
time, associated with "The National Crisis," an
anti-slavery paper at Cincinnati, but soon returned to Illinois and established "The Sangamon
Spectator" the first paper ever published at the

—
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present State capital. This he sold out in 1829,
and, for the next three years, was connected
with "The Advertiser and Upper Mississippi Herald," at Galena. Abandoning this field in 1832,
he removed to Hennepin, where, within the next
five years, he held the offices of Clerk of the Circuit and County Commissioners' Courts and exIn 1836 he began the
officio Recorder of Deeds.
publication of the third paper in Chicago

— "The

—

Commercial Advertiser" (a weekly) which was
continued a little more than a year, when it was
abandoned, and he settled on a farm at Henry,
Marshall County. His further newspaper ventures were, as the associate of Zebina Eastman, in
the publication of "The Genius of Liberty," at
Lowell, La Salle County, and "The Western
Citizen" afterwards "The Free West" in Chi(See Eastman, Zebina, and Lundy, Bencago.
jamin.) On the discontinuance of "The Free
West" in 1856, he again retired to his farm at
Henry, where he spent the remainder of his days.
While returning home from a visit to Chicago,

—

—

wr as taken ill at Mendota,
dying there on the 22d of the month.
WARREN, John Esaias, diplomatist and realestate operator, was born in Troy, N. Y., in 1826,
graduated at Union College and was connected
with the American Legation to Spain during the

in August, 1864, he

administration of President Pierce; in 1859-60
was a member of the Minnesota Legislature and,
in 1861-62, Mayor of St. Paul; in 1867, came to
Chicago where, while engaged in real-estate
business, he became known to the press as the
author of a series of articles entitled "Topics of
the Time." In 1886 he took up his residence in
Brussels, Belgium, where he died, July 6, 1896.

Warren was author of several volumes of
travel, of which "An Attache in Spain" and

Mr.

"Para" are most important.

WARREN

COUNTY.

;

quarried in large quantities. The county's
was retarded in consequence
of having become the "seat of war," during the
Black Hawk War. The principal products are
is

early development

grain and live-stock, although manufacturing
carried on to

some

extent.

Monmouth (which

is

a shipping point.

is

The county -seat and

Population

Roseville

see).

(1880),

22,933.

(1890), 21,281-, (1900), 23,163.

WARRENSBURG,

a town of Macon County,

on Peoria Division 111. Cent. Railway, 9 miles
northwest of Decatur; has elevators, canning
factory, a bank and newspaper.
Pop. (1900), 503.

WARSAW, the largest town in Hancock
County, and admirably situated for trade. It
stands on a bluff on the Mississippi River, some
three miles below Keokuk, and about 40 miles
above Quincy. It is the western terminus of the
Toledo, Peoria & Western Railway, and Lies 116
Peoria.
Old Fort
miles west-southwest of
Edwards, established by Gen. Zachary Taylor,
during the War of 1812, was located within the
limits of the present city of Warsaw, opposite the
mouth of the Des Moines River.
An iron
foundry, a large woolen mill, a plow factory
and cooperage works are its principal manufacturing establishments. The channel of the Mississippi admits of the passage of the largest steamers
Warsaw has eight churches, a
up to this point.
system of common schools comprising one high
and three grammar schools, a National bank and
two weekly newspapers. Population (1880), 3,105;
(1890), 2,721; (1900), 2,335.

WASHBURN, a village of Woodford County, on
a branch of the Chicago & Alton Railway 25
miles northeast of Peoria; has banks and a
weekly paper the district is agricultural. Popu;

lation (1890), 598; (1900), 703.

WASHBURNE, Elihu Benjamin, Congressman
and diplomatist, was born at Livermore, Maine,
Sept. 23, 1816; in early life learned the trade of a
printer, but

graduated from Harvard

and was admitted

Law School

to the bar in 1840.

Coming

west, he settled at Galena, forming a partnership

with Charles

A

western county,
created by act of the Legislature, in 1825, but
not fully organized until 1830, having at that time
about 350 inhabitants has an area of 540 square
miles, and was named for Gen. Joseph Warren.
It is drained by the Henderson River and its
affluents, and is traversed by the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy (two divisions), the Iowa
Central and the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe
Railroads.
Bituminous coal is mined and limestone

chief city
is

law, in 1841.

S.

Hempstead, for the practice of
a stalwart Whig, and, as

He was

was elected to Congress in 1852. He continued to represent his District until 1869, taking
a prominent position, as a Republican, on the
organization of that party. On account of his
long service he was known as the "Father of the
House," administering the Speaker's oath three
times to Schuyler Colfax and once to James G.
Blaine.
He was appointed Secretary of State by
General Grant in 1869, but surrendered his portfolio to become Envoy to France, in which capacity he achieved great distinction. He was the
only official representative of a foreign government who remained in Paris, during the siege of
that city by the Germans (1870-71) and the reign
of the 'Commune." For his conduct he was

such,
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WATERMAN,

Arba Nelson, lawyer and jurist,
Greensboro, Orleans County, Vt.
Feb. 3, 1836. After receiving an academic education and teaching for a time, he read law at
Montpelier and, later, passed through the Albany
Law School. In 1861 he was admitted to the

honored by the Governments of France and Germany alike. On his return to the United States,
he made his home in Chicago, where he devoted
his latter years

where he

chiefly to

literary

died, Oct. 22, 1887.

was born

and

labor,

He was

strongly

favored as a candidate for the Presidency in 1880.
WASHINGTON, a city in Tazewell County,
situated at the intersection of the Chicago &
Alton, the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe, and the
Toledo, Peoria & Western Railroads.
It is 21
miles west of El Paso, and 12 miles east of Peoria.
Carriages, plows and farming implements constitute the manufactured output.
It is also an
important shipping-point for farm products. It
has electric light and water-works plants, eight
churches, a graded school, two banks and two
newspapers. Pop. (1890), 1,301; (1900), 1,451.

WASHINGTON COUNTY, an interior county of
Southern Illinois, east of St Louis is drained by
the Kaskaskia River and the Elkhorn, Beaucoup
and Muddy Creeks; was organized in 1818, and
has an area of 540 square miles. The surface is
diversified, well watered and timbered.
The

bar,

of

is

variable fertility.

Corn, wheat and

oats are the chief agricultural products.

Manu-

facturing is carried on to some extent, among
the products being agricultural implements,
flour,

tant
seat.

carriages

town

is

and wagons. The most imporwhich is also the county-

Nashville,

Population

(1890),

19,262;

(1900),

19,526.

Washington was one of the fifteen counties into
which Illinois- was divided at the organization of
the State Government, being one of the last
three created during the Territorial period

—the

other two being Franklin and Union.
WASHINGTON HEIGHTS, a village of Cook
County, on the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific
and the Pittsburg, Cincinnati, Chicago & St.
Louis Railways, 12 miles southwest of Chicago

has a graded school, female seminary, military
school, a car factory, several churches and a
newspaper. Annexed to City of Chicago, 1890.
WATAGA, a village of Knox County, on the
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad, 8 miles
northeast of Galesburg. Population (1900), 545.
WATERLOO, the county-seat and chief town
of Monroe County, on the Illinois Division of the
Mobile & Ohio Railroad, 24 miles east of south
from St. Louis. The region is chiefly agricultural,
but underlaid with coal. Its industries embrace
two flour mills, a plow factory, distillery, creamery,

two

The

city has municipal water

plants,

and some minor concerns.
and electric light
four churches, a graded school and two
ice plants,

newspapers.

Pop. (1890), 1,860; (1900) 2,114.

at

removed

to Joliet,

111.,

and opened an

office.

In 1862 he enlisted as a private in the One Hundredth Illinois Volunteers, serving with the
Army of the Cumberland for two years, and
being mustered out in August, 1864, with the

rank of Lieutenant-Colonel. On leaving the
army, Colonel Waterman commenced practice in
Chicago. In 1873-74 he represented the Eleventh
Ward in the City Council. In 1887 he was elected
to the bench of the Cook County Circuit Court,
and was re-elected in 1891 and, again, in 1897. In
1890 he was assigned as one of the Judges of the

;

soil
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Appellate Court.
WATSEKA, the county-seat of Iroquois County,
situated on the Iroquois River, at the mouth of
Sugar Creek, and at the intersection of the Chicago & Eastern Illinois and the Toledo, Peoria &
Western Railroads, 77 miles south of Chicago, 46
miles north of Danville and 14 miles east of
Gilman. It has flour-mills, brick and tile works
and foundries, besides several churches, banks, a
graded school and three weekly newspapers.
Artesian well water is obtained by boring to the
depth of 100 to 160 feet, and some forty flowing
streams from these shafts are in the place. Population (1890), 2,017; (1900), 2,505.

WATTS, Amos, jurist, was born in St. Clair
County, 111., Oct. 25, 1821, but removed to Washington County in boyhood, and was elected County
Clerk in 1847, '49 and '53, and State's Attorney
for the Second Judicial District in 1856 and '60;
then became editor and proprietor of a newspaper, later resuming the practice of law, and, in
1873, was elected Circuit Judge, remaining in
office until his death, at Nashville,

111.,

Dec.

6,

1888.

WAUKEGAN,

the county-seat and principal
Lake County, situated on the shore of
Lake Michigan and on the Chicago & Northwestern Railroad, about 36 miles north by west
from Chicago, and 50 miles south of Milwaukee;
city of

is

also the northern terminus of the Elgin, Joliet

&

Eastern Railroad and connected by electric
with Chicago and Fox Lake. Lake Michigan
is
about 80 miles wide opposite this point.
Waukegan was first known as "Little Fort,"
from the remains of an old fort that stood on its
The principal part of the city is built on a
site.
bluff, which rises abruptly to the height of about
lines
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fifty feet.

Between the

bluff

and the shore

is

a

about 400 yards wide which is occupied
by gardens, dwellings, warehouses and manuThe manufactures include steel-wire,
factories.
refined sugar, scales, agricultural implements,
fiat tract

sash, doors and blinds,
the city has paved streets, gas
and electric light plants, three banks, eight or
ten churches, graded and high schools and two
newspapers. A large trade in grain, lumber, coal
and dairy products is carried on. Pop. (1890),

brass

and iron products,

leather, beer, etc.

;

4,915; (1900), 9,426.

WAUKEGAN & SOUTHWESTERN RAIL(See Elgin, Joliet & Eastern Railway.)
WATER LY, a city in Morgan County, 18 miles

WAY.

southeast of Jacksonville, on the Jacksonville &
St. Louis and the Chicago, Peoria & St. Louis
Railroads.
It was originally settled by enter-

New England, whose
descendants constitute a large proportion of the
population. It is the center of a rich agricultural
region, has a fine graded school, six or seven'
churches, two banks, two newspapers and tile
Population (1880), 1,124; (1890), 1,337;
works.
prising emigrants from

(1900), 1,573.

WAYNE,

(Gen.)

Anthony,

soldier,

was born

in

Chester County, Pa., Jan. 1, 1745, of Anglo-Irish
descent, graduated as a Surveyor, and first practiced his profession in Nova Scotia. During the
years immediately antecedent to the Revolution

he was prominent in the colonial councils of his
native State, to which he had returned in 1767,
where he became a member of the "Committee of
Safety." On June 3, 1776, he was commissioned
Colonel of the Fourth Regiment of Pennsylvania
troops in the Continental army, and, during the
War of the Revolution, was conspicuous for his
courage and ability as a leader. One of his most
daring and successful achievements was the capture of Stony Point, in 1779, when the works
having been carried and Wayne having received,
what was supposed to be, his death-wound — he
entered the fort, supported by his aids. For this
service he was awarded a gold medal by Con-

—

gress.

He

also took a conspicuous part in the

and capture of Yorktown. In October,
In 1784
1783, he was brevetted Major-General.
lie was elected to the Pennsylvania Legislature.
A few years later he settled in Georgia, which
investiture

he represented in Congress for seven
months, when his seat was declared vacant after
contest.
In April, 1792, he was confirmed as
General-in-Chief of the United States Army, on
nomination of President Washington. His connection with Illinois history began shortly after
State

St. Clair's defeat,

(1783)

when he

led a force into Ohio

and erected a stockade at

which he named Fort Recovery

;

Greenville,

his object being

to subdue the hostile savage tribes. In this he
was eminently successful and, on August 3,
1793, after a victorious campaign, negotiated the
Treaty of Greenville, as broad in its provisions as
He was a
it was far-reaching in its influence.
daring fighter, and although Washington called
him "prudent," his dauntlessness earned for him
the sobriquet of "Mad Anthony." In matters of
dress he was punctilious, and, on this account,
he was sometimes dubbed "Dandy Wayne.'' He
was one of the few white officers whom all the
Western Indian tribes at once feared and re-

spected.

They named him "Black Snake" and

He

died at Presque Isle near Erie,
Thirteen years afterward his
remains were removed by one of his sons, and
interred in Badnor churchyard, in his native
county. The Pennsylvania Historical Society
erected a marble monument over his grave, and
appropriately dedicated it on July 4 of the same

"Tornado."

Dec.

1796.

15,

year.

WAYNE COUNTY, in the southeast quarter of
the State has an area of 720 square miles was
organized in 1819, and named for Gen. Anthony
Wayne. The county is watered and drained by
the Little Wabash and its branches, notably the
Skillet Fork.
At the first election held in the
county, only fifteen votes were cast. Early life
was exceedingly primitive, the first settlers
pounding corn into meal with a wooden pestle,
a hollowed stump being used as a mortar. The
first mill erected (of the antique South Carolina
pattern) charged 25 cents per bushel for grinding.
Prairie and woodland make up the surface, and
the soil is fertile. Railroad facilities are furnished
by the Louisville, Evansville & St. Louis and the
Baltimore & Ohio (Southwestern) Railroads.
Corn, oats, tobacco, wheat, hay and wool are the
;

chief agricultural products.

;

Saw

mills are

numer-

ous and there are also carriage and wagon factories.
Fairfield is the county-seat.
Population
(1880), 21,291; (1890), 23,806; (1900), 27,626.

WEAS, THE,

a branch of the Miami tribe of
They called themselves
"We-weehahs," and were spoken of by the French as "Ouiat-a-nons" and "Oui-as." Other corruptions of
the name were common among the British and
American colonists. In 1718 they had a village
at Chicago, but abandoned it through fear of
their hostile neighbors, the Chippewas and Pottawatomies. The Weas were, at one time, brave
and warlike; but their numbers were reduced by
Indians.
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constant warfare and disease, and, in the end,
debauchery enervated and demoralized them.
They were removed west of the Mississippi and
given a reservation in Miami County, Kan. This
they ultimately sold, and, under the leadership
of Baptiste Peoria, united with their few remaining brethren of the Miamis and with the remnant
of the Ill-i-ni under the title of the "confederated
tribes," and settled in Indian Territory. (See also
Mia in. is; Pia nkesJt a ws. )

WEBB, Edwin B., early lawyer and politician,
was born about 1802, came to the vicinity of
Carmi, White County, 111., about 1828 to 1830,
studied law at Transylvania Uniheld the office of Prosecuting
Attorney of White County, and, in 1834, was
elected to the lower branch of the General
Assembly, serving, by successive re-elections,
until 1842, and, in the Senate, from 1842 to '46.
During his service in the House he was a colleague and political and personal friend of
Abraham Lincoln. He opposed the internal
improvement scheme of 1837, predicting many
of the disasters which were actually realized a
few years later. He was a candidate for Presidential Elector on the Whig ticket, in 1844 and
'48, and, in 1852, received the nomination for
Governor as the opponent of Joel A. Matteson,
two years later, being an unsuccessful candidate
for Justice of the Supreme Court in opposition to
Judge W. B. Scates. While practicing law at
Carmi, he was also a partner of his brother in
the mercantile business. Died, Oct. 14, 1858, in
the 56th year of his age.
WEBB, Henry Livingston, soldier and pioneer
(an elder brother of James Watson Webb, a noted
New York journalist), was born at Claverack,
N. Y., Feb. 6, 1795; served as a soldier in the
and,

still later,

versity.

War

He

of 1812,

came

to Southern Illinois in 1817,

and became one of the founders of the town of
America near the mouth of the Ohio was Representative in the Fourth and Eleventh General
Assemblies, a Major in the Black Hawk War and
;

Captain of volunteers and, afterwards, Colonel of
Mexican War. In 1860 he went
to Texas and served, for a time, in a semi -military capacity under the Confederate Government; returned to Illinois in 1869, and died, at
regulars, in the

Makanda, Oct.

5,

1876.

WEBSTER,

Fletcher, lawyer and soldier, was
born at Portsmouth, N. H., July 23, 1813; graduated at Harvard in 1833, and studied law with
his father (Daniel Webster) in 1837, located at
Peru, 111., where lie practiced three years.
His
father having been appointed Secretary of State
;

in 1841, the son

was

became

58i

his private

secretary,

also Secretary of Legation to Caleb

Gushing

member

(Minister to China) in 1843, a

of the
Massachusetts Legislature in 1847, and Surveyor
of the Port of Boston, 1850-61 the latter year
became Colonel of the Twelfth Massachusetts
Volunteers, and was killed in the second battle
of Bull Run, August 30, 1862.
WEBSTER, Joseph Dana, civil engineer and
soldier, was born
at Old Hampton, N. H,
August 25, 1811. He graduated from Dartmouth College in 1832, and afterwards read
law at Newburyport, Mass. His natural inclination was for engineering, and, after serving for a time in the Engineer and War offices,
at Washington, was made a United States civil
engineer (1835) and, on July 7, 1838, entered the
army as Second Lieutenant of Topographical
Engineers. He served through the Mexican
War, was made First Lieutenant in 1849, and
promoted to a captaincy, in March, 1853. Thirteen months later he resigned, removing to Chicago, where he made his permanent home, and
soon after was identified, for a time, with the
proprietorship of "The Chicago Tribune." He
was President of the commission that perfected
the Chicago sewerage system, and designed and
executed the raising of the grade of a large portion of the city from two to eight feet, whole
blocks of buildings being raided by jack screws,
while new foundations were inserted. At the
outbreak of the Civil War he tendered his services to the Government and superintended the
erection of the fortifications at Cairo, 111., and
Paducah, Ky. On April 7, 1861, he was commissioned Paymaster of Volunteers, with the
rank of Major, and, in February, 1862, Colonel of
the First Illinois Artillery. For several months
he was chief of General Grant's staff, participating in the capture of Forts Donelson and Henry,
and in the battle of Shiloh, in the latter as Chief
In October, 1862, the War Departof Artillery.
ment detailed him to make a survey of the Illinois & Michigan Canal, and, the following month,
he was commissioned Brigadier-General of
Volunteers, serving as Military Governor of Memphis and Superintendent of military railroads.
He was again chief of staff to General Grant
during the Vicksburg campaign, and, from 1864
until the close of the war, occupied the same
relation to General Sherman.
He was brevetted
Major-General of Volunteers, March 13, 1865, but,
resigning Nov. 6, following, returned to Chicago,
where he spent the remainder of his life. From
1869 to 1872 he was Assessor of Internal Revenue
;
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there, and, later^ Assistant
urer, and, in July, 1872,

of Internal Revenue.

United States Treas-

was appointed

Collector

Died, at Chicago,

March

12, 1876.

WELCH, William R., lawyer and jurist, was
born in Jessamine County, Ky., Jan. 22, 1828,
educated at Transylvania University, Lexington,
graduating from the academic department in
1847, and, from the law school, in 1851. In 1864 he
removed to Carlinville, Macoupin County, 111.,
which place he made his permanent home. In
1877 he was elected to the bench of the Fifth
In 1884
Circuit, and re-elected in 1879 and '85.
he was assigned to the bench of the Appellate
Court for the Second District. Died, Sept. 1,
1888.

WELDON, Lawrence, one of the Judges of the
United States Court of Claims, Washington,
D. C, was born in Muskingum County, Ohio, in
1829 while a child, removed with his parents to
Madison County, and was educated in the common schools, the local academy and at Wittenberg
College, Springfield, in the same State; read law
with Hon. R. A. Harrison, a prominent member
of the Ohio bar, and was admitted to practice in
1854, meanwhile, in 1852-53, having served as a
;

clerk in the office of the Secretary of State at

In 1854 he removed to

Columbus.

Illinois, locat-

ing at Clinton, DeWitt County, where he engaged
in practice in 1860 was elected a Representative
in the Twenty-second General Assembly, was
also chosen a Presidential Elector the same year,
and assisted in the first election of Abraham
Lincoln to the Presidency. Early in 1861 he
resigned his seat in the Legislature to accept the
;.

position of United States District Attorney for

the Southern District of Illinois, tendered him by
President Lincoln, but resigned the latter office
in 1866 and, the following year, removed to
Bloomington, where he continued the practice of
his profession until 1883, when he was appointed,
by President Arthur, an Associate Justice of the

United States Court of Claims at Washington
a position which he still (1899) continues to fill.
Judge Weldon is among the remaining few who
rode the circuit and practiced law with Mr. LinFrom the time of coming to the State in
coln.
1854 to 1860, he was one of Mr. Lincoln's most
intimate traveling
companions in the old
Eighth Circuit, which extended from Sangamon
County on the west to Vermilion on the east, and
of which Judge David Davis, afterwards of the
Supreme Court of the United States and United
States Senator,

Judge holds

was the presiding

in his

memory many

Justice.

The

pleasant remi-

niscences of that day, especially of the eastern
portion of the District, where he was accustomed

meet the late Senator Voorhees, Senator McDonald and other leading lawyers of Indiana, as
well as the historic men whom he met at the

to

State capital.

WELLS, Albert W., lawyer and legislator, was
born at Woodstock, Conn., May 9, 1839, and
enjoyed only such educational and other advantages as belonged to the 'average New England
boy of that period. During his boyhood his
family removed to New Jersey, where he attended
an academy, later, graduating from Columbia
College and Law School in New York City, and
began practice with State Senator Robert Allen
at Red Bank, N. J. During the Civil War he
enlisted in a New Jersey regiment and took part
in the battle of Gettysburg, resuming his profession at the close of the war. Coming west in
1870, he settled in Quincy, 111., where he continued practice. In 1886 he was elected to the
House of Representatives from Adams County,
as a Democrat, and re-elected two years later.
In 1890 he was advanced to the Senate, where,
by re-election in 1894, he served continuously
until his death in office, March 5, 1897. His
abilities and long service
covering the sessions
of the Thirty-fifth to the Fortieth General Assemblies
placed him at the head of the Democratic
side of the Senate during the latter jiart of his

—

—

legislative career.

WELLS, William, soldier and victim of the
Fort Dearborn massacre, was born in Kentucky,
about 1770. When a boy of 12, he was captured
by the Miami Indians, whose chief, Little Turtle,
adopted him, giving him his daughter in marriage when he grew to manhood. He was highly
esteemed by the tribe as a warrior, and, in 1790,
was present at the battle where Gen. Arthur St.
Clair was defeated. He then realized that he
was -fighting against his own race, and informed
his father-in-law that he intended to all}' himself
with the whites. Leaving the Miamis, he made
his way to General Wayne, who made him Captain of -a company of scouts. After the treaty of
Greenville (1795) he settled on a farm near Fort
Wayne, where he was joined by his Indian wife.
Here, lie acted as Indian Agent and Justice of the
Peace. In 1812 he learned of the contemplated
evacuation of Fort Dearborn, and, at the head of
thirty Miamis, he set out for the post, his intention being to furnish a body-guard to the noncombatants on their proposed march to Fort
Wayne. On August 13, he marched out of the
fort with fifteen of his dusky warriors behind
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him, the remainder bringing up the rear. Before
a mile and a half had been traveled, the party fell
into an Indian ambuscade, and an indiscriminate massacre followed. (See Fort Dearborn.)
The Miamis fled, and Captain Wells' body was
riddled with bullets, his head cut off and his
heart taken out. He was an uncle of Mrs. Heald,
wife of the commander of Fort Dearborn.
WELLS, William Harvey, educator, was born
in Tolland, Conn., Feb. 27, 1812; lived on a farm
until 17 years old, attending school irregularly,
but made such progress that he became successively a teacher in the Teachers' Seminary at

giance to the Republican party. In 1878 Mr. Wentworth published an elaborate genealogical work
in three volumes, entitled "History of the Wentwortli Family." A volume of "Congressional
Reminiscences" and two by him on "Early Chicago," published in connection with the Fergus
Historical Series, contain some valuable information on early local and national history.
On
account of his extraordinary height he received
the sobriquet of "Long John," by which he was
familiarly known throughout the State.
Died,
in Chicago, Oct. 16, 1888.

Andover and Newburyport, and, finally, Principal
of the State Normal School at Westfield, Mass.

born in Virginia,

In 1856 he accepted the position of Superintendent of Public Schools for the city of Chicago,
serving till 1864, when he resigned. He was an
organizer of the Massachusetts State Teachers"
Association, one of the first editors of "The
Massachusetts Teacher" and prominently con-

nected with various benevolent, educational and
learned societies was also author of several textbooks, and assisted in the revision of "Webster's
Unabridged Dictionary." Died, Jan. 21, 1885.
WENONA, city on the eastern border of Marhas
shall County, 20 miles south of La Salle
zinc works, public and parochial schools, a
weekly paper, two banks, and five churches. A
good quality of soft coal is mined here. Popu;

,

lation (1880), 911; (1890), 1,053; (1900), 1,486.

WENTWORTH,

John, early journalist and
at Sandwich, N. H.,
March 5, 1815, graduated from Dartmouth College in 1836, and came to Chicago the same year,
where he became editor of "The Chicago Demowhich had been established by John Calcrat,
houn three years previous. He soon after became
proprietor of "The Democrat," of which he continued to be the publisher until it was merged
He
into "The Chicago Tribune," July 24, 1864.
also studied law, and was admitted to the Illinois
bar in 1841. He served in Congress as a Democrat from 1843 to 1851, and again from 1853 to
1855, but left the Democratic party on the repeal
of the Missouri Compromise. He was elected
Mayor of Chicago in 1857, and again in 1860,
during his incumbency introducing a number of
important municipal reforms was a member of
the Constitutional Convention of 1862, and twice
served on the Board of Education. He again
represented Illinois in Congress as a Republican

Congressman,

was born

'

'

;

from 1865 to 1867

—making

service in that body.

fourteen years of
In 1872 he joined in the

Greeley movement, but later renewed his

alle-

WEST, Edward

M., merchant and banker, was

May

2,

1814;

came with

his

father to Illinois in 1818 in 1829 became a clerk
in the Recorder's office at Edwardsville, also
;

served as deputy postmaster, and, in 1833, took a
position in the United States Land Office there.
Two years later he engaged in mercantile business, which he prosecuted over thirty years—
meanwhile filling the office of County Treasurer,
ex-officio

Superintendent of Schools, and Delegate

to the Constitutional Convention of 1847. In 1867,

in conjunction with

W.

R. Priokett, he established

a bank at Edwardsville, with which he was connected until his death, Oct. 31, 1887. Mr. West
officiated frequently as a "local preacher" of the
Methodist Church, in which capacity he showed
much ability as a public speaker.
WEST, Mary Allen, educator and philanthropist, was born at Galesburg, 111., July 31, 1837;

Knox Seminary in 1854 and taught
when she was elected County Super-

graduated at
until 1873,

intendent of Schools, serving nine years. She
took an active and influential interest in educational and reformatory movements, was for two
years editor of "Our Home Monthly," in Philadelphia, and also a contributor to other journals,
besides being editor-in-chief of "The Union Signal," Chicago, the organ of the Woman's Christian Temperance Union in which she held the
position of President was also President, in the
latter days of her life, of the Illinois Woman's
Press Association of Chicago, that city having
become her home in 1885. In 1892, Miss West
started on a tour of the world for the benefit of
her health, but died at Tokio, Japan, Dec. 1, 1892.

—

;

WESTERN HOSPITAL FOR THE INSANE,
an institution for the treatment of the insane,
located at Watertown, Rock Island County, in
accordance with an act of the General Assembly,
approved, May 22, 1895. The Thirty-ninth General Assembly made an appropriation of 8100,000
for the erection of

fire-proof

buildings, while

Rock Island County donated a

tract of 400 acres
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The site selected by the
Commissioners, is a commanding one overlooking
the Mississippi River, eight miles above Rock
Island, and five and a half miles from Moline, and
the buildings are of the most modern style of conWatertown is reached by two lines of
struction.
railroad the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul and
the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy besides the
of land valued at $40, 000.

—

—

The erection of buildings was
begun in 1896, and they were opened for the
reception of patients in 1898.
They have a ca-

Mississippi River.

pacity for 800 patients.

WESTERN MILITARY ACADEMY,

an

insti-

Upper Alton, Madison County,

tution located at

incorporated in 1892; has a faculty of eight members and reports eighty pupils for 1897-98, with
property valued at $70, 000. The institution gives
instruction in literary and scientific branches,
besides preparatory and business courses.

WESTERN NORMAL COLLEGE,

located at
incorporated in
1888.
It is co-educational, has a corps of twelve
instructors and reported 500 pupils for 1897-98,
300 males and 200 females.

Bushnell,

McDonough County;

WESTERN SPRINGS, a village of Cook
County, and residence suburb of the city of Chicago, on the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad, 15 miles west of the initial
station.
Population (1890), 451; (1!)00), 662.
WESTERN

THEOLOGICAL

SEMINARY,

and controlled by the Protestant Episcopal Church. It was founded in 1883
through the munificence of Dr. Tolman Wheeler,
and was opened for students two years later. It
has two buildings, of a superior order of architecture one including the school and lecture
rooms and the other a dormitory. A hospital
and gymnasium are attached to the latter, and a
located in Chicago

—

school for boys

is

conducted on the

the main building, which
Hall.

The

is

known

first floor

as

of

Wheeler

institution is under the general super-

vision of Rt. Rev.

William

E.

McLaren, Protes-

tant Episcopal Bishop of the Diocese of Illinois.

WESTFIELD, village of

Clark County, on Cm.,
-e. of Charleston;
seat of Westfield College; has a bank, five
churches and two newspapers. Pop. (1900), 820.
WEST SALEM, a town of Edwards County, on
the Peoria-Evansville Div. 111. Cent. R. R., 12
miles northeast of Albion; has a bank and a

Ham. & Dayton

weekly paper.

R. R.

,

10 m. s

Pop. (1890), 476; (1900), 700.

WETHERELL, Emma

Abbott, vocalist, was
born in Chicago, Dao. 9, 1849; in her childhood
attracted attention while singing with her father
(a poor musician) in hotels and on the streets in

Chicago, Peoria and elsewhere; at 18 years of
age, went to New York to study, earning her way
by giving concerts en route, and receiving aid
and encouragement from Clara Louisa Kellogg;
in New York was patronized by Henry Ward
Beecher and others, and aided in securing the
training of European masters. Compelled to surmount many obstacles from poverty and other
causes, her after success in her profession was
phenomenal. Died, during a professional tour,
at Salt Lake City, Jan. 5, 1891.
Miss Abbott
married her manager, Eugene Wetherell, who
died before her.
EATON, a city and the county-seat of Du
Page County, situated on the Chicago & Northwestern Railway, 25 miles west of Chicago. Agriculture and stock-raising are the chief industries
in the surrounding region.
The city owns a new
water- works plant (costing §60,000) and has a
public library valued at §75,000, the gift of a
resident, Mr. John Quincy Adams; has a court
house, electric light plant, sewerage and drainage
system, seveu churches, three graded schools,
four weekly newspapers and a State bank.
Wheaton is the seat of Wheaton College (which

WH

see)

Population

(1880),

1,160;

(1890),

1,622;

(1900), 2,345.

WHEATON COLLEGE,

an educational instiDu Page County, and
under Congregational control. It was founded
in 1853, as the Illinois Institute, and was chartered under its present name in 1860. Its early
existence was one of struggle, but of late years it
has been established on a better foundation, in
1898 having §54,000 invested in productive funds,
and property aggregating §136,000. The faculty
tution located at Wheaton,

comprises fifteen professors, and, in 1898, there
were 321 students in attendance. It is co-educational and instruction is given in business aud
preparatory studies, as well as the fine arts,

music and

classical literature.

WHEELER, David Hilton, D.D.,

LL.D., clergyNov. 19, 1829;
Seminary, Mount

man, was born at Ithaca, N. YT

.,

Rock River
edited "The Carroll County
Republican" and held a professorship in Cornell
College, Iowa, (1857-61) was United States Con-

graduated

at

Morris, in

1851;

;

sul at Geneva, Switzerland, (1861-66)

;

Professor of

English Literature in Northwestern University
(1867-75); edited "The Methodist" in New York,
seven years, and was President of Allegheny
College (1883-87); received the degree of D.D.
from Cornell College in 1867, and that of LL.D.
from the Northwestern University in 1881. He
is the author of "Brigandage in South Italy"
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(two volumes, 1864) and "By-Ways of Literature*'

against

some translations.
WHEELER, Hamilton K., ex-Congressman,
was born at Ballston, N. Y., August 5, 1848, but

ness until the surrender of Lee.

(1883), besides

emigrated with his parents to Illinois in 1852;
remained on a farm until 19 years of age, his
educational advantages being limited to three
months' attendance upon a district school each
In 1871, he was admitted to the bar at
year.
Kankakee, where he has since continued to pracIn 1884 he was elected to represent the Sixtice.
teenth District in the State Senate, where he
served on many important committees, being
Chairman of that on the Judicial Department.
In 1892 he was elected Representative in Congress from the Ninth Illinois District, on the
Republican ticket.
WHEELING, a town on the northern border of
Cook County, on the Wisconsin Central Railway.
Population (1890), 811; (l'.)OO), 331.
WHISTLER, (Maj.) John, soldier and builder
of the first Fort Dearborn, was born in Ulster, Ireland, about 1756; served under Burgoyne in the
Revolution, and was with the force surrendered
by that officer at Saratoga, in 1777. After the
peace he returned to the United States, settled at
Hagerstown, Md. and entered the United States
Army, serving at first in the ranks and being
severely wounded in the disastrous Indian campaigns of 1791. Later, he was promoted to a
captaincy and, in the summer of 1803, sent with
his company, to the head of Lake Michigan,
where he constructed the first Fort Dearborn
within the limits of the present city of Chicago,
remaining in command until 1811, when he was
succeeded by Captain Heald. He received the
brevet rank of Major, in 1815 was appointed
,

military store-keeper at NewjDort, Ky., and afterwards at Jefferson Barracks, near St. Louis,

where he

died, Sept.

Whistler, his son,
time,

3,

1829.

who was with

in old Fort

Dearborn

—

Lieut.

William

his father, for a

— but transferred,

in

Fort Wayne was of the force included
After
in Hull's surrender at Detroit in 1812.
his exchange he was promoted to a captaincy, to
the rank of Major in 1826 and to a Lieutenant-Colonelcy in 1845, dying at Newport, Ky., in 1863.
James Abbott McNiel Whistler, the celebrated,
but eccentric artist of that name, is a grandson
1809, to

of the first

Major Whistler.

WHITE, George

E., ex-Congressman,

was born

after graduating, at the
age of 16, he enlisted as a private in the Fiftyseventh Massachusetts Veteran Volunteers, servin Massachusetts in 1848

ing under

General

;

Grant

in

the

campaign

Richmond from the

battle of the Wilder-

Having taken a

a commercial college at Worcester,
Mass., in 1867 he came to Chicago, securing employment in a lumber yard, but a year later
began business on his own account, which he has
successfully conducted. In 1878 he was elected
to the State Senate, as a Republican, from one of
the Chicago Districts, and re-elected four years
later, serving in that body eight years.
He
declined a nomination for Congress in 1884, but
accepted in 1894, and was elected for the Fifth

course in

District,

was again

he

as

defeated, in 1898, by

in

Edward

T.

1896, but was
Noonan, Demo-

crat.

WHITE, Horace, journalist, was born at ColeH, August 10, 1834; in 1853 graduated

brook, N.

Wis., whither his father had
engaged in journalism as city
editor of "The Chicago Evening Journal," later
becoming agent of the Associated Press, and, in
1857, an editorial writer on "The Chicago Tribune," during a part of the war acting as its
Washington correspondent. He also served, in
1856, as Assistant
Secretary of the Kansas
National Committee, and, later, as Secretary of
the Republican State Central Committee. In
1864 he purchased an interest in "The Tribune,"
a year or so later becoming editor-in-chief, but

at Beloit College,

removed

retired

in 1837;

in

October,

1874.

After a

protracted

European tour, he united with Carl Schurz and
E. L. Godkin of "The Nation," in the purchase
and reorganization of "The New York Evening
Post," of which he is now editor-in-chief.
WHITE, Julius, soldier, was born in Cazenovia, N. Y., Sept. 29, 1816; removed to Illinois
in 1836, residing there and in Wisconsin, where
he was a

member

of the Legislature of 1849

;

in

was made Collector of Customs at Chicago,
but resigned to assume the colonelcy of the
Thirty-seventh Illinois Volunteers, which he
commanded on the Fremont expedition to South1861

west Missouri.

He

afterwards served with Genparticipated in the
battle of Pea Ridge and was promoted to the
rank of Brigadier-General. He was subsequently
assigned to the Department of the Shenandoah,
but finding his position at Martinsburg, W. Va.,
untenable, retired to Harper's Ferry, voluntarily
serving under Colonel Miles, his inferior in command. When this post was surrendered (Sept.
15, 1862), he was made a prisoner, but released
under parole was tried by a court of inquiry at
his own request, and acquitted, the court finding
that he had acted with courage and capability.
eral

in Arkansas,

Curtiss

;
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He resigned in 1864, and, in March, 1865, was
brevetted Major-General of Volunteers. Died,
at Evanston, May 12, 1890.
WHITE COUNTY, situated in the southeastern
quarter of the State, and bounded on the east by
the Wabash River; was organized in 1816, being
the tenth county organized during the Territorial
period: area, 500 square miles. The county is
crossed by three railroads and drained by the
Wabash and Little Wabash Rivers. The surface
consists of prairie and woodland, and the soil is,
for the most part, highly productive.
The principal agricultural products are corn, wheat, oats,
potatoes, tobacco, fruit, butter, sorghum and
wool. The principal industrial establishments
are carriage factories, saw mills and flour mills.
Carmi is the county-seat. Other towns are Enfield,
Grayville and Norris City. Population

1836, and named for Capt. Samuel Whiteside, a
noted Indian fighter area, 700 square miles. The
surface is level, diversified by prairies and woodThe
land, and the soil is extremely fertile.
county-seat was first fixed at Lyndon, then at
Sterling, and finally at Morrison, its present
location.
The Rock River crosses the county
and furnishes abundant water power for numerous factories, turning out agricultural implements, carriages and wagons, furniture, woolen
goods, flour and wrapping paper. There are also

(1880), 23,087; (1890), 25,005; (1900), 25,386.

the Revolution, emigrated from the frontier of
North Carolina to Kentucky, and thence, in 1793,
to the present limits of Monroe County, 111.,
erecting a fort between Cahokia and Kaskaskia,

WHITEHALL,

a city in Greene County, at the
intersection of the Chicago & Alton and the
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroads, 65 miles
north of St. Louis and 24 miles south-southwest
of Jacksonville; in rich farming region; has
stoneware and sewer-pipe factories, foundry and

machine shop,

flour mill, elevators,

wagon

shops,

creamery,

water system, sanitarium, heating,
electric light and power system, nurseries and
fruit-supply houses, and two poultry packing
houses; also has five churches, a graded school,
two banks and three newspapers one daily. Pop-

—

ulation (1890), 1,961; (1900), 2,030.

WHITEHOUSE, Henry John, Protestant Episcopal Bishop, was born in New York City, August
19, 1803; graduated from Columbia College in
1821, and from the (New York) General Theological Seminary in 1824.
After ordination he was
rector of various parishes in Pennsylvania and
New York until 1851, when he was chosen Assistant Bishop of Illinois, succeeding Bishop Chase
in 1852. In 1867, by invitation of the Archbishop
of Canterbury, he delivered the opening sermon
before the Pan-Anglican Conference held in
England. During this visit he received the
degree of D.D. from Oxford University, and that
of LL.D. from Cambridge. His rigid views as a
churchman and a disciplinarian, were illustrated
in his prosecution of Rev. Charles Edward
Cheney, which resulted in the formation of the
Reformed Episcopal Church. He was a brilliant
orator and a trenchant and unyielding controverDied, in Chicago, August 10, 1874.
sialist.
WHITESIDE COLXTY, in the northwestern
portion of the State bordering on the Mississippi
River created by act of the Legislature passed in
;

;

distilling

and brewing interests, besides saw and
Corn is the staple agricultural

planing mills.

product, although all the leading cereals are
extensively grown. The principal towns are
Morrison, Sterling, Fulton and Rock Falls. Population (1880), 30,885; (1890), 30.854; (1900), 34.710.
WHITESIDE, William, pioneer and soldier of

which became widely known
Station."

as

"Whiteside

He

served as a Justice of the Peace,
and was active in organizing the militia during
the War of 1812-14, dying at the old Station in
1815.
John (Whiteside), a brother of the preceding, and also a Revolutionary soldier, came to
Illinois at the same time, as also did William B.
and Samuel, sons of the two brothers, respectively.
All of them became famous as Indian
fighters.
The two latter served as Captains of
companies of "Rangers*' in the War of 1812,
Samuel taking part in the battle of Rock Island
in 1814, and contributing greatly to the success
of the day.
During the Black Hawk War (1832)
he attained the rank of Brigadier-General.
Whiteside County was named in his honor. He
made one of the earliest improvements in Ridge
Prairie, a rich section of Madison County, and
represented that county in the First General

—

Assembly. William B. served as Sheriff of Madison County for a number of years.
John D.
(Whiteside), another member of this historic
family, became very prominent, serving in the
lower House of the Seventh, Eighth, Ninth and
Fourteenth General Assemblies, and in the Senate of the Tenth, from Monroe County; was a
Presidential Elector in 1836, State Treasurer
(1837-41) and a member of the State Constitutional Convention of 1847. General Whiteside, as
he was known, was the second of James Shields
in the famous Shields and Lincoln duel (so-called)
in 1842, and, as such, carried the challenge of the
former to Mr. Lincoln. (See Duels.

—
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WHITING, Lorenzo D., legislator, was born
Wayne County, N. Y., Nov. 17, 1819; came to

but did not settle tbere permanently until 1849, wben be located in Bureau
County. He was a Representative from tbat
county in tbe Twenty-sixth General Assembly
(1869), and a member of the Senate continuously
from 1871 to 1887, serving in the latter through
eight General Assemblies. Died at his home
near Tiskilwa, Bureau County, 111., Oct. 10,
Illinois in 1838,

1889.

WHITING, Richard H., Congressman, was
born at West Hartford, Conn., June 17, 1826, and
received a common school education. In 1862 he
was commissioned Paymaster in the Volunteer
Army of the Union, and resigned in 1866. Having removed to Illinois, he was appointed Assistant Assessor of Internal Revenue for the Fifth
Illinois District, in February, 1870, and so continued until the abolition of the office in 1873. On
retiring from the Assessorship he was appointed
Collector of Internal Revenue, and served until
March 4, 1875, when he resigned to take his seat
as Republican Representative in Congress from
the Peoria District, to which he had been elected
in November, 1874. After the expiration of his
term he held no public office, but was a member
of the Republican National Convention of 1884.
Died, at the Continental Hotel, in New York
May 24, 1888.
WHITNEY, James W.,

City,

early teacher,

known by

pioneer lawyer and
the nickname of "Lord

Coke"; came to Illinois in Territorial days (believed to have been about 1800) resided for some
time at or near Echvardsville, tben became a
;

teacher at Atlas, Pike County, and, still later, the
first Circuit and County Clerk of that county.
Though nominally a lawyer, he had little if any
practice.
He acquired the title, by which he was
popularly known for a quarter of a century, by
his custom of visiting the State Capital, during
the sessions of the General Assembly, when
he would organize the lobbyists and visitors about the capital of which there were an
unusual number in those days into what was
called the "Third House." Having been regularly chosen to preside under the name of
"Speaker of the Lobby," he would deliver a message full of practical hits and jokes, aimed at
members of the two houses and others, which
would be received with cheers and laughter.
The meetings of the "Third Hotise," being held

—

—

were attended by many members
and visitors in lieu of other forms of entertainment. Mr. Whitney's home, in his latter years,

in the evening,

was

at

He

Pittsfield.

Quincy.

Died, Dec.
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for a time at
aged over 80 years.

resided

13, 1860,

WHITTEMORE, Floyd K., State Treasurer, is
New York, came at an early age, with

a native of

Sycamore, 111. where he was eduHe purposed
cated in the high school there.
becoming a lawyer, but, on the election of the
late James H. Beveridge State Treasurer, in 1864,
accepted the position of clerk in the office.
Later, he was employed as a clerk in the banking
house of Jacob Bunn in Springfield, and, on the
organization of the State National Bank, was
chosen cashier of that Institution, retaining the
After the appointposition some twenty years.
ment of Hon. John R. Tanner to the position of
Assistant Treasurer of the United States, at Chihis parents, to

cago, in 1892, Mr.

,

Whittemore became cashier in

and, in 1865, Assistant State Treasrure under the administration of State Treasurer
Henry Wulff. In 1898 he was elected State

that

office,

Treasurer, receiving a plurality of 43,450 over
his

Democratic opponent.

WICKERSHAM,

and
(Col.) Dudley, soldier
merchant, was born in Woodford County, Ky.,
Nov. 22, 1819; came to Springfield, 111., in 1843,
and served as a member of the Fourth Regiment
Illinois Volunteers (Col. E. D. Baker's) through
the Mexican War. On the return of peace he
engaged in the dry-goods trade in Springfield,
until 1861, when he enlisted in the Tenth Regiment Illinois Cavalry, serving, first as LieutenantColonel and then as Colonel, until May, 1864,
when, his regiment having been consolidated
with the Fifteenth Cavalry, he resigned. After
the war, he held the office of Assessor of Internal
Revenue for several years, after which he engaged in the grocery trade. Died, in Springfield,
August

8,

1898.

WIDEN, Raphael,

pioneer and early legislator,

of Sweden, who, having been taken
to France at eight years of age, was educated for
a Catholic priest. Coming to the United States

was a native

was at Cah'okia, 111., in 1818, where,
during the same year, he married into a French
family of that place. He served in the House of
Representatives from Randolph County, in the
Second and Third General Assemblies (1820-24),
and as Senator in the Fourth and Fifth (1824-28).
During his last term in the House, he was one of
those who voted against the pro-slavery Convention resolution. He died of cholera, at Kasin 1815, he

kaskia, in 1833.

WIKE, Scott, lawyer and ex-Congressman, was
born at Meadville, Pa., April 6, 1834; at 4 years
of age removed with his parents to Quincy, 111.,
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and, in 1844, to Pike County. Having graduated
from Lombard University, Galesburg, in 1857, he
began reading law with Judge O. C. Skinner of

He was admitted

Quincy.

but, before

commencing

to the bar in 1858,

practice, spent a year at

Harvard Law School, graduating there in 1859.
Immediately thereafter he opened an office at
Pittsfield, 111., and has resided there ever since.
In politics he has always been a strong Democrat.
He served two terms in the Legislature (1863-67)
and, in 1874, was chosen Representative from his
District in Congress, being re-elected in 1888 and,

in 1890.
In 1893 he was appointed by
President Cleveland Third Assistant Secretary
of the Treasury, which position he continued

again,

to

fill

until March, 1897,

when he resumed the

practice of law at Pittsfield.

WILEY,
born

March

in

(Col.)

Smithfield,

25, 1821,

Died Jan.

Benjamin Ladd,

came

Jefferson

15, 1901.

soldier,

County,

to Illinois in 1845

was
Ohio,

and began

life at Vienna, Johnson County, as a teacher.
In 1846 he enlisted for the Mexican War, as a
member of the Fifth (Colonel Newby's) Regiment
Illinois
Volunteers, serving chiefly in New
Mexico until mustered out in 1848. A year later
he removed to Jonesboro, where he spent some
time at the carpenter's trade, after which he
became clerk in a store, meanwhile assisting to
edit "The Jonesboro Gazette" until 1853; then
became traveling salesman for a St. Louis firm,
but later engaged in the hardware trade at
Jonesboro, in which he continued for several
years.
In 1856 he was the Republican candidate
for Congress for the Ninth District, receiving
4,000 votes, while Fremont, the Republican candidate for President, received only 825 in the
same district. In 1857 he opened a real estate
office in Jonesboro in conjunction with David L.
Phillips and Col. J. W. Ashley, with which he
was connected until 1860, when he removed to
Makanda, Jackson County. In September, 1861,
he was mustered in as Lieutenant-Colonel of the
Fifth Illinois Cavalry, later serving in Missouri
and Arkansas under Generals Steele and Curtiss,
being, a part of the time, in command of the First
Brigade of Cavalry, and, in the advance on Vicksburg, having command of the right wing of
General Grant's cavalry. Being disabled by
rheumatism at the end of the siege, he tendered
his resignation, and was immediately appointed
Enrolling Officer at Cairo, serving in this capacity until May, 1865, when he was mustered out.
In 1869 he was appointed by Governor Palmer
one of the Commissioners to locate the Southern
Illinois Hospital for the Insane, and served as

Secretary of the Board until the institution was
opened at Anna, in May, 1871. In 1869 he was
defeated as a candidate for County Judge of
Jackson County, and, in 1872, for the State Senate, by a small majority in a strongly Democratic
District; in 1876 was the Republican candidate
for Congress, in the Eighteenth District, against
William Hartzell, but was defeated by only
twenty votes, while carrying six out of the ten
counties comprising the District. In the latter
years of his life, Colonel Wiley was engaged quite
extensively in fruit-growing at Makanda, Jackson County, where he died, March 22, 1890.
WILKIE, Franc Bang's, journalist, was born
in Saratoga County, N. Y., July 2, 1830; took a
partial course at Union College, after which he
edited papers at Schenectady, N. Y., Elgin,

111.,

and Davenport and Dubuque, Iowa also serving,
during a part of the Civil War, as the western
war correspondent of "The New YT ork Times."
In 1863 he became an editorial writer on "The
Chicago Times," remaining with that paper,
with the exception of a brief interval, until 1888
a part of the time as its European correspondent.
He was the author of a series of sketches
over the nom de plume of "Poliuto, " and of a
volume of reminiscences under the
title,
;

—

"Thirty-five

Y^ears of

shortly before his death,

Journalism," published
which took place, April

12, 1892.

WILKIN, Jacob W.,

Justice of the Supreme
was born in Licking County, Ohio, June
removed with his parents to Illinois, at
7, 1837
12 years of age, and was educated at McKendree

Court,

;

College

;

served three years in the

War

for the

Union; studied law with Judge Scholfield and
was admitted to the bar in 1866. In 1872, he was
chosen Presidential Elector on the Republican
ticket, and, in 1S79, elected Judge of the Circuit
Court and re-elected in 1885 the latter year
being assigned to the Appellate bench for the
Fourth District, where he remained until his
election to the Supreme bench in 188S, being
re-elected to the latter office in 1897.
His home

—

is

at Danville.

WILKINSON,
born in Virginia

Ira 0., lawyer and Judge,

was

and accompanied his
father to Jacksonville (1835), where he was educated.
During a short service as Deputy Clerk of
Morgan County, he conceived a fondness for the
in

1822,

profession of the law, and, after a course of study

under Judge William Thomas, was admitted to
practice in 1847. Richard Y'ates (afterwards Governor and Senator) was his first partner. In 1845
he removed to Rock Island, and, six years later,
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elected a Circuit Judge, being again closen

At the expiration
of his second term he removed to Chicago.
Died, at Jacksonville, August 24, 1894.
WILKINSON, John P., early merchant, was
born, Dec. 14, 1790, in New Kent County, Va.,
to the

same

position in 1861.

Kentucky, and, in 1828, settled
where he engaged in mercantile business. Mr. Wilkinson was a liberal
friend of Illinois College and Jacksonville Female
Academy, of each of which he was a Trustee
from their origin until his death, which occurred,
during a business visit to St. Louis, in December,
emigrated

first to

in Jacksonville,

111.,

1841.

WILL, Conrad,

pioneer physician and early
in Philadelphia, June 4, 1778
to Somerset County Pa., and,
He was a physician
in 1813, to Kaskaskia, 111.
by profession, but having leased the saline lands

was born
about 1804 removed
legislator,

on the Big Muddy, in the vicinity of what afterwards became the town of Brownsville, he
engaged in the manufacture of salt, removing
thither in 1815, and becoming one of the founders
of Brownsville, afterwards the first county-seat
On the organization of
of Jackson County.

Jackson County, in 1816, he became a member of
the first Board of County Commissioners, and, in
1818, served as Delegate from that county in the
Convention which framed the first State ConstiThereafter he served continuously as a
tution.
member of the Legislature from 1818 to "34 first
as Senator in the First General Assembly, then
as Representative in the Second, Third, Fourth
and Fifth, and again as Senator in the Sixth,
Seventh, Eighth and Ninth his career being
conspicuous for long service. He died in office,
June 11, 1834. Dr. Will was short of stature,
fleshy, of jovial disposition and fond of playing
practical jokes upon his associates, but very
popular, as shown by his successive elections to
the Legislature. He has been called "The Father
of Jackson County." Will County, organized by

—

—

act of the Legislature two years after his death,
was named in his honor.
WILL COUNTY, a northeastern county, embracing 850 square miles, named in honor of Dr.
Conrad Will, an early politician and legislator.
Early explorations of the territory were made
in 1829, when white settlers were few. The bluff
west of Joliet is said to have been first occupied

David

and

Benjamin

Maggard. Joseph
expounded his
peculiar doctrines at "the Point" in 1831. Several of the early settlers fled from the country
during (or after) a raid by the Sac Indians.

by

Smith, the

Mormon

"apostle,"
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There is a legend, seemingly well supported, to
the effect that the first lumber, sawed to build
the first frame house in Chicago (that of P. F. W.
Peck), was sawed at Plainfield. Will County,

was separately erected
being made the county-seat.
Agriculture, quarrying and manufacturing are
the chief industries. Joliet, Lockport and Wilmington are the principal towns. Population
originally a part of Cook,

in

1836,

Joliet

(1880), 53,422;

(1890), 62,007;

(1900). 74,764.

WILLARD,

Frances Fdizaheth, teacher and
reformer, was born at Church ville, N. Y., Sept.
1839, graduated
from the Northwestern
28,
Female College at Evanston, 111., in 1859, and, in
1862, accepted the
Professorship of Natural
Sciences in that institution. During 1866-67 she
was the Principal of the Genessee Wesleyan
Seminary. The next two years she devoted to
travel and study abroad, meanwhile contributing to various periodicals. From 1871 to 1874 she
was Professor of ^Esthetics in the Northwestern
University and dean of the Woman's College.

She was always an enthusiastic champion of
temperance, and, in 1874, abandoned her profession to identify herself with the Woman's Christian Temperance Union.
For five years she was
Corresponding Secretary of the national body,
and, from 1879, its President. While Secretary
she organized the Home Protective Association,
and prepared a petition to the Illinois Legislature,
to which nearly 200,000 names were attached,
asking for the granting to women of the right to
vote on the license question. In 1878 she succeeded her brother, Oliver A. Willard (who had
died), as editor of "The Chicago Evening Post,"
but, a few months later, withdrew, and, in 1882,
was elected as a member of the executive committee of the National Prohibition party. In
1886 she became leader of the White Cross Movement for the protection of women, and succeeded
in securing favorable legislation, in this direction, in twelve States.
In 1883 she founded the
World's Christian Temperance Union, and, in
1888, was chosen its President, as also President
of the International Council of Women. The
latter years of her life were spent chiefly abroad,
much of the time as the guest and co-worker of
Lady Henry Somerset, of England, during which
she devoted much attention to investigating the
condition of women in the Orient. Miss Willard
was a prolific and highly valued contributor to
the magazines, and (besides numerous pamphlets)
published several volumes, including "Nineteen
Beautiful Yeai's" (a tribute to her sister);

"Woman

in

Temperance";

"How

to

Win," and
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"Woman
Feb.

in the Pulpit."

Died, in

New

York,

18, 1898.

WILLARD,

Samuel, A.M., M.D., LL.D., phyand educator, was born in Lunenberg,
Vt., Dec. 30, 1821— the lineal descendant of Maj.
Simon Willard, one of the founders of Concord,
Mass., and prominent in "King Philip's "War,"
and of his son, Rev. Dr. Samuel Willard, of the
Old South Church, Boston, and seventh President
of Harvard College. The subject of this sketch
was taken in his infancy to Boston, and, in 1831,
to Carrollton, 111., where his father pursued the
sician

avocation of a druggist. After a preparatory
course at Shurtleff College, Upper Alton, in 1836
he entered the freshman class in Illinois College
at Jacksonville, but withdrew the following year,
re-entering college in 1840 and graduating in the
class of 1843, as a classmate of Dr. Newton Bateman, afterwards State Superintendent of Public
Instruction and President of Knox College, and
Rev. Thomas K. Beecher, now of Elmira, N. Y.
The next year he spent as Tutor in Illinois College, when he began the study of medicine at
Quincy, graduating from the Medical Department
During a part of the
of Illinois College in 1848.
latter year he edited a Free-Soil campaign paper
("The Tribune") at Quincy, and, later, "The
Western Temperance Magazine" at the same
In 1849 lie began the practice of his proplace.
fession at St. Louis, but the next year removed
to Collinsville,

111.

,

remaining until

1857,

when he

took charge of the Department of Languages in
the newly organized State Normal University at
Normal. The second year of the Civil War (1862)
he enlisted as a private in the Ninety-seventh
Illinois Volunteer Infantry, but was soon after
commissioned as Surgeon with the rank of Major,
participating in the campaigns in Tennessee and
Being disin the first attack upon Vicksburg.
abled by an attack of paralysis, in February, 1863,
he was compelled to resign, when he had sufficiently recovered accepting a position in the office
of Provost Marshal General Oakes, at Springfield, where he remained until the close of the
war. He then became Grand Secretary of the
Independent Order of Odd-Fellows for the State
of Illinois a position which he had held from
1856 to 1862 remaining under his second appointment from 1865 to '69. The next year he served
as Superintendent of Schools at Springfield,
meanwhile assisting in founding the Springfield
public library, and serving as its first librarian.
In 1870 he accepted the professorship of History
in the West Side High School of Chicago,
which, with the exception of two years (1884-86),

—
—

he continued to occupy for more than twentyfive years, retiring in 1898.
In the meantime,
Dr. Willard has been a laborious literary worker,
having been, for a considerable period, editor, or
assistant-editor, of "The Illinois Teacher," a contributor to "The Century Magazine" and "The
Dial" of Chicago, besides having published a
"Digest of the Laws of Odd Fellowship" in sixteen volumes, begun while, he was Grand Secretary of the Order in 1864, and continued in 1872
and '82; a "Synopsis of History and Historical
Chart," covering the period from B. C. 800
to A. D. 1876 of which he has had a second
edition in course of preparation.
Of late years
he has been engaged upon a "Historical Dictionary of Names and Places," which will include
some 12,000 topics, and which promises to be the
most important work of his life. Previous to the
war he was an avowed Abolitionist and operator
on the "Underground Railroad," who made no
concealment of his opinions, and, on one or two
occasions, was called to answer for them in
prosecutions under the "Fugitive Slave Act."
(See
"Underground Railroad.")
His friend

—

and classmate, the

late Dr. Baternan, says of
"Dr. Willard is a sound thinker; a clear
and forcible writer; of broad and accurate
scholarship; conscientious, genial and kindly,
and a most estimable gentleman.
WILLIAMS, Archibald, lawyer and jurist,
was born in Montgomery County, Ky., June 10,
1801; with moderate advantages but natural
fondness for study, he chose the profession of
law, and was admitted to the bar in Tennessee
in 1828, coming to Quincy, 111., the following
year.
He was elected to the General Assembly
three times— serving in the Senate in 1832-36, and
in the House, 1836-40 was United States District
Attorney for the Southern District of Illinois, by
appointment of President Taylor, 1849-53; was
twice the candidate of his party (the Whig) for
United States Senator, and appointed by President Lincoln, in 1861, United States District
Judge for the State of Kansas. His abilities and
high character were widely recognized. Died,
in Quincy, Sept. 21, 1863 His son, John H., an
attorney at Quincy, served as Judge of the CirAnother son, Abraham Lincuit Court 1879-85.
coln, was twice elected Attorney-General of
Kansas.

him:

'

;

—

—

WILLIAMS,

Erastus Smith, lawyer and juwas born at Salem, N. Y., May 22, 1821. In
1842 he removed to Chicago, where, after reading
law, he was admitted to the bar in 1844. In 1854
he was appointed Master in Chancery, which

rist,
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office he filled until 1863, when he was elected a
Judge of the Circuit Court of Cook County.
After re-election in 1870 he became Chief Justice,
and, at the same time, heard most of the cases on
the equity side of the court. In 1879 he was a

candidate for re-election as a Republican, but
was defeated with the party ticket. After his
retirement from the bench he resumed private
practice.

Died, Feb. 24, 1884.

WILLIAMS, James R., Congressman, was
born in White County, 111., Dec. 27, 1850, at the
age of 25 graduated from the Indiana State University, at Bloomington, and, in 1870, from the
Union College of Law, Chicago, since then being
an active and successful practitioner at Carmi.
In 1880 he was appointed Master in Chancery and
served two years. From 1882 to 1886 he was
County Judge. In 1892 he was a nominee on
the Democratic ticket for Presidential Elector.
He wr as elected to represent the Nineteenth Illinois District in the Fifty-first Congress at a
special election held to fill the vacancy occasioned
by the death of R. W. Townshend, was re-elected
in 1890 and 1892, but defeated by Orlando Burrell
(Republican) for re-election in the newly organIn 1898 he was
ized Twentieth District in 1894.
again a candidate and elected to the Fifty-sixth

now

the Springfield Division of the Illiand the Springfield and
Peoria line; a Director of the Springfield Iron
Company one of the Commissioners who constructed the Springfield water-works, and an
officer of the Lincoln Monument Association,
is

nois Central Railroad,

;

his death, May 29, 1890.
WILLIAMS, Norman, lawyer, was

from 1865 to

born at
Woodstock, Vt., Feb. 1, 1833, being related, on
both the paternal and maternal sides, to some of
the most prominent families of New England.

He fitted for college at Union Academy, Meriden,
and graduated from the University of Vermont
After taking a course in
the Albany Law School and with a law firm in
his native town, he was admitted to practice in
both New York and Vermont, removed to Chicago in 1858, and, in 1860, became a member of
the firm of King, Kales & Williams, still later
forming a partnership with Gen. John L. Thompson, which ended with the death of the latter in
1888.
In a professional capacity he assisted in
the organization of the Pullman Palace Car Company, and was a member of its Board of Directors
also assisted in organizing the Western Electric
in the class of 1855.

Company, and was prominently
the Chicago Telephone

identified

with

Company and the Western

Union Telegraph Company.

Congress.

WILLIAMS, John,

pioneer merchant, was
born in Bath County, Ky., Sept. 11, 1808; between 14 and. 16 years of age was clerk in a store
in his native State; then, joining his parents,
•who had settled on a tract of land in a part of

Sangamon (now Menard) County, 111., he found
employment as clerk in the store of Major Elijah
lies,

what
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at Springfield,

whom

he succeeded in busiit without interIn 1856 Mr. Williams was

ness at the age of 22, continuing

ruption until 1880.
the Republican candidate for Congress in the
Springfield District, and, in 1861, was appointed
Commissary-General for the State, rendering
valuable service in furnishing supplies for State
troops, in camps of instruction and while proceeding to the field, in the first years of the war was
also chief officer of the Illinois Sanitary Commission for two years, and, as one of the intimate
personal friends of Mr. Lincoln, was chosen to
accompany the remains of the martyred President,
;

from Washington to Springfield, for burial.
and public-spirited, his name
was associated with nearly every public enterprise of importance in Springfield during his
business career being one of the founders, and,
Liberal, enterprising

—

for eleven years President, of the First National

Bank; a chief promoter in the construction of

In 1881 he served as
the United States Commissioner to the Electrical
Exposition at Paris. In conjunction with his
brother (Edward H. Williams) he assisted in
founding the public library at Woodstock, Vt.,

which, in honor of his father, received the name
"The Norman Williams Public Library."
With Col. Huntington W. Jackson and J. McGregor Adams, Mr. Williams was named, in the
will of the late John Crerar, as an exeoutor of the
Crerar estate and one of the Trustees of the
Crerar Public Library, and became its first President was also a Director of the Chicago Public Library, and trustee of a number of large
Mr. Williams was a son-in-law of the
estates.
late Judge John D. Caton, and his oldest daughter
became the wife of Major-General Wesley Merritt, a few months before his death, which occurred at Hampton Beach, N. H, June 19, 1899
his remains being interred in his native town
of Woodstock, Vt.
WILLIAMS, Robert Ebenezer, lawyer, born
Dec. 3, 1825, at Clarksville, Pa., his grandfathers
on both sides being soldiers of the Revolutionary
War. In 1830 his parents removed to Washington in the same State, where in boyhood he
Avorked as a mechanic in his father's shop,
attending a common school in the winter until

of

;

—
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he reached the age of

Washington
year.

He

17 years,

when he

College, remaining for

then

entered

more than a

began teaching, and, in 1845

to Kentucky, where he pursued the business
of a teacher for four years. Then he entered
Bethany College in West Virginia, at the same

went

time prosecuting his law studies, but left at the
close of his junior year, when, having been
licensed to practice, he removed to Clinton,
Texas. Here he accepted, from a retired lawyer,
the loan of a law library, which he afterwards
purchased served for two years as State's Attorney, and, in 1856, came to Bloomington, 111.,
where he spent the remainder of his life in the
practice of his profession. Much of his time was
devoted to practice as a railroad attorney, especially in connection with the Chicago & Alton and
the Illinois Central Railroads, in which he
acquired prominence and wealth. He was a life;

long Democrat and, in 1808, was the unsuccessful
candidate of his party for Attorney-General of
the State. The last three years of his life he had
been in bad health, dying at Bloomington, Feb.
15, 1899.

"WILLIAMS, Samuel, Bank
in

Adams County,

was born
1820; came to

President,

Ohio, July

11,

Winnebago County, 111., in 1835, and, in
removed to Iroquois County, where he held

1842,

vari-

offices, including that of County Judge,
which he was elected in 1861. During his
later years he had been President of the Watseka
Citizens' Bank.
Died, June 10, 1896.
WILLIAMSON, Rollin Samuel, legislator and
jurist, was born at Cornwall, Vt., May 23, 1839.
At the age of 14 he went to Boston, where he
began life as a telegraph messenger boy. In
two years he had become a skillful operator, and,
as such, was employed in various offices in New
England and New York. In 1857 he came to
Chicago seeking employment and, through the
fortunate correction of an error on the part of

the principal streams being the Big Muddy and
the South Fork of the Saline. The surface is
undulating and the soil fertile. The region was
originally well covered with forests. All the
cereals (as well as potatoes) are cultivated, and
rich meadows encourage stock-raising. Coal and
sandstone underlie the entire county. Area, 440
square miles; population (1880), 19,324: (1890)
22,226; (1900), 27,796.

WILLIAMS YILLE,

village of Sangamon Counon Chicago & Alton Railroad, 12 miles north
of Springfield; has a bank, elevator, 3 churches,
a newspaper and coal-mines. Pop. (1900), 573.
WILLIS, Jonathan Clay, soldier and former
Railroad and Warehouse Commissioner, was born
in Sumner County, Tenn., June 27, 1826; brought
to Gallatin County, 111., in 1834, and settled at
Golconda in 1843; was elected Sheriff of Pope
County in 1856, removed to Metropolis in 1859,
and engaged in the wharf-boat and commission
ty,

business.
He entered the service as Quartermaster of the Forty-eighth Illinois Volunteers in
1861, but was compelled to resign on account of
injuries, in 1863; was elected Representative i™
the Twenty-sixth General Assembly (1868),
appointed Collector of Internal Revenue in 1869,

and Railway and Warehouse Commissioner in
1892, as the successor of John R. Tanner, serving

ous local

until 1893.

to

WILMETTE, a village in Cook County, 14 miles
north of Chicago, on the Chicago & Northwestern
Railroad, a handsome suburb of Chicago on the
shore of Lake Michigan; principal streets paved
and shaded with fine forest trees; has public
library and good schools. Pop. (1900), 2.300.
WILMINGTON, a city of Will County, on the
Kankakee River and the Chicago & Alton Railroad, 53 miles from Chicago and 15 south-southwest of Joliet; has considerable manufactures,
two National banks, a graded school, churches
and one newspaper. Wilmington is the location
of the Illinois Soldiers' Widows' Home. Popu-

the receiver of a message, secured the position of
operator and station agent at Palatine, Cook
County. Here he read law during his leisure
time without a preceptor, and, in 1870, was
admitted to the bar. The same year he was
elected to the lower House of the General
Assembly and, in 1872, to the Senate. In 1880 he
was elected to the bench of the Superior Court of
Cook County, and, in 1887, was chosen a Judge
of the Cook County Circuit Court.
Died, August 10, 1889.
WILLIAMSON COUNTY, in the southern part
of the State, originally set off from Franklin and
organized in 1839. The county is well watered,

lation (1890), 1,576; (1900), 1,420.

WILSON,

Charles Lush, journalist, was born

in Fairfield County, Conn.,

Oct. 10, 1818, educated in the common schools and at an academy
in his native State, and, in 1835, removed to Chicago, entering the employment of his older
brothers, who were connected with the construction of the Illinois & Michigan Canal at Joliet.
His brother, Richard L., having assumed charge
of "The Chicago Daily Journal" (the successor
of "The Chicago American"), in'1844, Charles L.
took a position in the office, ultimately securing
a partnership, which continued until the death

L
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of his brother in 1856, when he succeeded to the
ownership of the paper. Mr. Wilson was an
ardent friend and supporter of Abraham Lincoln
for the United States Senate in 1858, but, in I860,
favored the nomination of Mr. Seward for the
Presidency, though earnestly supporting Mr. Lincoln after his nomination. In 1861 lie was
appointed Secretary of the American Legation at
London, serving with the late Minister Charles
Francis Adams, until 1864, when he resigned and
resumed his connection with "The Journal." In
1875 his health began to fail, and three years
later, having gone to San Antonio, Tex. in the
hope of receiving benefit from a change of climate, he died in that city, March 9, 1878.
Richard Lush (Wilson), an older brother of the
preceding, the first editor and publisher of "The
Chicago Evening Journal," the oldest paper of
consecutive publication in Chicago, was a native
,

New York. Coming to Chicago with his
brother John L., in 1834, they soon after established themselves in business on the Illinois &
Michigan Canal, then in course of construction.
In 1844 he took charge of "The Chicago Daily
Journal" for a publishing committee which had
purchased the material of "The Chicago American," but soon after became principal proprietor.
In April, 1847, while firing a salute in honor of
the victory of Buena Vista, he lost an arm and
was otherwise injured by the explosion of the cannon. Early in 1849, he was appointed, by President Taylor, Postmaster of the city of Chicago,
but, having failed of confirmation, was compelled
to retire in favor of a successor appointed by
Millard Fillmore, eleven months later. Mr.
of

Wilson published a little volume in 1843 entitled
"A Trip to Santa Fe," and, a few years later,
a story of travel under the title, "Short RavelDied, December, 1856.
lings from a Long Yarn."

—John

Lush (Wilson), another

brother, also a

native of New York, came to Illinois in 1834, was
afterwards associated with his brothers in business, being for a time business manager of "The
Chicago Journal;" also served one term as SherDied, in Chicago, April 13,
iff of Cook County.
1888.

Isaac Grant, jurist, was born at
N. Y., April 26, 1817, graduated
from Brown University in 1838, and the same
year came to Chicago, whither his father's
family had preceded him in 1835. After reading
law for two years, he entered the senior class at

WILSON,

Middlebury,

Cambridge (Mass.) Law School, graduating in
1841.
In August of that year he opened an
office at Elgin, and, for

ten years "rode the

cir-
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cuit." In 1851 he was elected to the bench of
the Thirteenth Judicial Circuit to fill a vacancy,
and re-elected for a full term in 1855, and again
in '61.
In November of the latter year he was
commissioned the first Colonel of the Fiftysecond Illinois Volunteer Infantry, but resigned,
a few weeks later, and resumed his place upon
the bench. From 1867 to 1879 he devoted him-

private practice, which was largely in
the Federal Courts. In 1879 he resumed his seat
upon the bench (this time for the Twelfth Cirself to

and was at once designated as one of the
Judges of the Appellate Court at Chicago, of
which tribunal he became Chief Justice in 1881.
In 1885 he was re-elected Circuit Judge, but died,
about the close of his term, at Geneva, June 8,
cuit)

,

1891.

WILSON, James Grant, soldier and author,
was born at Edinburgh, Scotland, April 28, 1832,
and, when only a year old, was brought by his
William Wilson, to America. The family
at Poughkeepsie, N. Y. where James
Grant was educated at College Hill and under
private teachers. After finishing his studies he
became his father's partner in business, but, in
father,

settled

,

1855, went abroad, and, shortly after his return,
removed to Chicago, where he founded the first
literary paper established in the Northwest.
At
the outbreak of the Civil War, he disposed of his

journal to enlist in the Fifteenth Illinois Cavalry,

which he was commissioned Major and afterwards promoted to the colonelcy.
In August,
1863, while at New Orleans, by advice of General
Grant, he accepted a commission as Colonel of
the Fourth Regiment United States Colored
Cavalry, and was assigned, as Aid-de-camp, to
the staff of the Commander of the Department of
of

the

Gulf, filling

When

this

post

until

April,

1865.

General Banks was relieved, Colonel Wil-

son was brevetted Brigadier-General and placed
command at Port Hudson, resigning in July,
1865, since which time his home has been in New
York. He is best known as an author, having
published numerous addresses, and being a frequent contributor to American and European
magazines. Among larger works which he has
written or edited are "Biographical Sketches of
Illinois Officers"; "Love in Letters"; "Life of
General U. S. Grant"; "Life and Letters of
Fitz Greene Halleck"; "Poets and Poetry of
Scotland"; "Bryant and His Friends",
and
"Appleton's Cyclopedia of American Biography.
in

WILSON, James

Harrison, soldier and

mili-

tary engineer, was born near Shawneetown, 111.,
His grandfather, Alexander WilSept. 2, 1837.
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was one

son,

of the

pioneers

his father (Harrison Wilson)

of Illinois,

and.

was an ensign dur-

ing the "War of 1812 and a Captain in the Black
Hawk War. His brother (Bluford Wilson)
served as Assistant Adjutant-General of Volunteers during the Civil War, and as Solicitor of the
United States Treasury during the "whisky ring"'
prosecutions. James H. was educated in the

common

schools,

at

McKendree

College,

and

Dana.

His home, in recent years, has been in

New York.
WILSON, John M., lawyer and jurist, was
born in New Hampshire in 1802, graduated at

—

Bowdoin College in 1824: the classmate of Frankand Nathaniel Hawthorne studied law
in New Hampshire and came to Illinois in 1835,
locating at Joliet; removed to Chicago in 1841,
where he was the partner of Norman B. Judd,
lin Pierce

;

the United States Military Academy at West
Point, graduating from the latter in 1860, and
being assigned to the Topographical Engineer
In September, 1861, he was promoted to
CoriJS.
a First Lieutenancy, then served as Chief Topographical Engineer of the Port Royal expedition
until March, 1862; was afterwards attached to
the Department of the South, being present at
the bombardment of Fort Pulaski; was Aid-decamp to McClellan, and participated in the bat-

serving, at different periods, as attorney of the

South Mountain and Antietam was made
Lieutenant-Colonel of Volunteers in November,
1862; was Chief Topographical Engineer and
Inspector-General of the Army of the Tennessee
until October, 1863, being actively engaged in
the operations around Vicksburg; was made
Captain of Engineers in May, 1863, and BrigadierGeneral of Volunteers, Oct. 31, following. He
also conducted operations preliminary to the
battle of Chattanooga and Missionary Ridge, and
for the relief of Knoxville.
Later, he was placed
in command of the Third Division of the cavalry
corps of the Army of the Potomac, serving from
May to August, 1864, under General Sheridan.
Subsequently he was transferred to the Department of the Mississippi, where he so distinguished
himself that, on April 20, 1865, he was made
Major-General of Volunteers. In twenty-eight
days he captured five fortified cities, twentythree stands of colors, 288 guns and 6,820 prison-

graduating from the latter in 1865; two years
later was admitted to the bar in Chicago, and
speedily attained prominence in his profession.
During the World's Fair period he was retained
as counsel by the Committee on Grounds and
Buildings, and was prominently connected, as
counsel for the city, with the Lake Front litiga-

tles of

;

Chicago & Rock Island, the Lake Shore & Michigan Southern and the Chicago & Northwestern
Railways; was Judge of the Court of Common
Pleas of Cook County 1853-59, when he became
Presiding Judge of the Superior Court of Chicago,
y

Died, Dec.

serving until 1868.

WILSON, John
side County,

common

111.,

schools

P., lawyer,

July

3,

7,

1883.

was born

in White-

1844; educated in the

and at Knox

College, Galesburg,

tion.

WILSON, Robert
in

L., early legislator,

Washington County,

was born

Pa., Sept. 11, 1805,

taken

to Zanesville, Ohio, in 1810, graduated at Franklin

College in 1831, studied law and, in 1833,

Menard County) 111.
and was one
of the members from Sangamon County, known
as the "Long Nine," who assisted in securing the
removed to Athens (now

was

in

,

elected Representative in 1836,

removal of the State Capital to Springfield. Mr.
Wilson removed to Sterling, Whiteside County,

West Virginia. Promptly
the declaration of war with Spain (1898)

was elected five times Circuit Clerk and
served eight years as Probate Judge. Immediately after the fall of Fort Sumter, he enlisted as
private in a battalion in Washington Citj' under
command of Cassius M. Clay, for guard duty
until the arrival of the Seventh New York Regiment. He subsequently assisted iu raising
troops in Illinois, was appointed Paymaster by
Lincoln, serving at Washington, St. Louis, and,
after the fall of Vicksburg, at Springfield being
mustered out in November, 1865. Died, in Whiteside County, 1880.

General Wilson was appointed, by the President,
Major-General of Volunteers, serving until its
He is the author of "China: Travels and
close.
Investigations in the Middle Kingdom" "Life of
Andrew J. Alexander"; and the "Life of Gen.
U. S. Grant," in conjunction with Charles A.

WILSON, Robert S., lawyer and jurist, was
born at Montrose, Susquehanna County, Pa., Nov.
1812; learned the printer's art, then studied
6,
law and was admitted to the bar in Allegheny
County, about 1833; in 1836 removed to Ann
Arbor, Mich. where he served as Probate Judge

ers

—among the latter being Jefferson Davis.

was mustered out

He

the volunteer service in
January, 1866, and, on July 28, following, was
commissioned Lieutenant-Colonel of the Thirtyfifth United States Infantry, being also brevetted
Major-General in the regular army. On Dec. 31,
1870, he returned to civil life, and was afterwards
largely engaged in railroad and engineering operof

ations, especially in

after

;

1

'

in 1840,

—

,
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and State Senator in 1850 came to Chicago, was
elected Judge of the Recorder's Court in 1853,
and re-elected in 1858, serving ten years, and
;

proving "a terror to evil-doers."

Died, at

Law-
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in 1857, and, after serving as tutor there for a

short time, entered Princeton Theological Seminary, but was compelled temporarily to discontinue his studies on account of a weakness of

The Presbytery

rence, Mich., Dec. 23, 1882.
WILSON, William, early jurist,

the eyes.

Loudoun County, Va., April 27,
with Hon. John Cook, a distinguished lawyer,
and minister to France in the early part of the
century in 1817 removed to Kentucky, soon after
came to Illinois, two years later locating in White
County, near Carmi, which continued to be his
home during the remainder of his life. In 1819
he was appointed Associate Justice of the
Supreme Court as successor to William P.

missioned Hospital Chaplain in the Union army.

was born in
1794; studied law

;

who is described by Governor Ford as
"a great rascal and no lawyer," and who held
Judge Wilson
office only about nine months.
Foster,

was

re-elected to the

Supreme bench,

as Chief-

Justice, in 1825, being then only a little over 30

years old, and held office until the reorganization
of the Supreme Court under the Constitution of
1843 a period of over twenty-nine years, and,

—

with the exception of Judge Browne's, the longest term of service in the history of the court.
He died at his home in White County, April 29,
1857.
A Whig in early life, he allied himself
with the Democratic party on the dissolution of
the former. Hon. James C. Conkling, of Springfield, says of him, "as a writer, his style was clear
and distinct; as a lawyer, his judgment was
sound and discriminating."
WINCHESTER, a city and county-seat of Scott
County, founded in 1839, situated on Big Sandy
Creek and on the line of the Chicago, Burlington
& Quincy Railroad, 29 miles south of Beardstown
and 84 miles north by west of St. Louis. While
the surrounding region is agricultural and largely
devoted to wheat growing, there is some coal

Winchester is an important shippinghaving three grain elevators, two flouring
mills, and a coal mine employing fifty miners.
There are four Protestant and one Catholic
church, a court house, a high school, a graded
school building, two banks and two weekly newsmining.

point,

papers.

Population

(1880),

1,626;

(1890),

1,542;

(1900), 1,711.

WINDSOR, a city of Shelby County at the crossing of the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St.
Louis and the Wabash Railways, 11 miles northeast of Shelby ville.
Population (1880), 768;
Q890), 888; (1900), 866.

WINES, Frederick Howard, clergyman and
was born in Philadelphia, Pa., April
graduated at Washington (Pa.) College

sociologist,
9,

1838,

him

of St. Louis licensed

to preach in 1860, and, in 1862, he

During 1862-64 he was stationed

was com-

at Springfield,

Mo., participating in the battle of Springfield on
Jan. 8, 1863, and being personally mentioned for

bravery on the field in the official report. Reentering the seminary at Princeton in 1864, he
graduated in 1865, and at once accepted a call to
the pulpit of the First Presbyterian Church of
Springfield, 111., which he filled for four years.
In 1869 he was appointed Secretary of the newly
created Board of Commissioners of Public Charities of Illinois, in which capacity he continued
until 1893, when he resigned.
For the next four
years he was chiefly engaged in literary work, in
lecturing before universities on topics connected
with social science, in aiding in the organization
of charitable work, and in the conduct of a
thorough investigation into the relations between
liquor legislation and crime.
At an early period
he took a prominent part in organizing the
various Boards of Public Charities of the United
States into an organization known as the National
Conference of Charities and Corrections, and, at
the Louisville meeting (1883), was elected its

President. At the International Penitentiary
Congress at Stockholm (1878) he was the official

delegate from Illinois.

On

his return, as a result

of his observations while abroad, he submitted

to the Legislature a report strongly advocating

the construction of the Kankakee Hospital for
the Insane, then about to be built, upon the
"detached ward" or "village" plan, a departure
from then existing methods, which marks an era
in the treatment of insane in the United States.
Mr. Wines conducted the investigation into the
condition and number of the defective, dependent and delinquent classes throughout the country, his report constituting a separate volume
under the "Tenth Census," and rendered a similar service in connection with the eleventh
census (1890). In 1887 he was elected Secretary
of the National Prison Association, succeeding to
the post formerly held by his father, Enoch Cobb
Wines, D.D., LL.D. After the inauguration of

he resumed his former
the Board of Public
Charities, remaining until 1899, when he again
tendered his resignation, having received the
appointment to the position of Assistant Director

Governor Tanner in

position of

1897,

Secretary of
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of the Twelfth Census,
is

which he now

holds.

He

the author of "Crime and Reformation" (1895)

of a voluminous series of reports also of numerous pamphlets and brochures, among which may
be mentioned "The County Jail System; An
Argument for its Abolition" (1878) "The Kankakee Hospital" (1882); "Provision for the Insane
"Conditional
in the United States"
(1885);
Liberation, or the Paroling of Prisoners" (1886),
and "American Prisons in the Tenth Census"
;

;

(1888).

WINES, Walter
ick H. Wines),

B., lawyer (brother of Freder-

was born

in Boston, Mass., Oct.

received his primary education at Williston Academy, East Hampton, Mass., after which
he entered Middlebury College, Vt. taking a
10, 1848,

,

He afterclassical course and graduating there.
wards became a student in the law department
of Columbia College, N. Y., graduating in 1871,
being admitted to the bar the same year and
commencing practice in New York City. In 1879
he came to Springfield, III. and was, for a time,
,

with the bar of that city. Later, he
removed to Chicago, where he has been engaged
in literary and journalistic work.
identified

WINNEBAGO

COUNTY,

in
situated
the
bordering on the Wisconsin
State line; was organized, under an act passed in
1836, from La Salle and Jo Daviess Counties, and
has an area of 552 square miles. The county is
drained by the Rock and Pecatonica Rivers.
The surface is rolling prairie and the soil fertile.
The geology is simple, the quaternary deposits
being underlaid by the Galena blue and buff
limestone, adapted for building purposes.
All
the cereals are raised in abundance, the chief
product being corn. The Winnebago Indians
(who gave name to the county) formerly lived
on the west side of the Rock River, and the Pottawatomies on the east, but both tribes removed
westward in 1835. (As to manufacturing interests see Rockford.)
Population (1880), 30,505;

"northern tier,"

(1890), 39,938;

(1900), 47,845

WINNEBAGO WAR.

The name given to an
Indian disturbance which had its origin in 1827,
during the administration of Gov. Ninian
Edwards. The Indians had been quiet since the
conclusion of the War of 1812, but a few isolated
outrages were sufficient to start terrified "runners" in all directions. In the northern portion
of the State, from Galena to Chicago (then Fort
Dearborn) the alarm was intense. The meagre
militia force of the State was summoned and
volunteers were called for. Meanwhile, 600
United States Regular Infantry, under command

>

Henry Atkinson, put in an appearance.
Besides the infantry, Atkinson had at his disposal

of Gen.

some

130

mounted

sharpshooters.

The

origin of

the disturbance was as follows: The Winnebagoes attacked a band of Chippewas, who were
(by treaty) under Government potection, several
of the latter being killed. For participation in
this offense, four Winnebago Indians were summarily apprehended, surrendered to the Chippewas and shot. Meanwhile, some dispute had
arisen as to the title of the lands, claimed by the
Winnebagoes in the vicinity of Galena, w^hich
had been occupied by white miners. Repeated
acts of hostility and of reprisal, along the Upper
Mississippi, intensified

mutual

distrust.

A gather-

ing of the Indians around two keel-boats, laden
with supplies for Fort Snelling, which had
anchored near Prairie du Chien and opposite a
Winnebago camp, was regarded by the whites as
a hostile act. Liquor was freely distributed, and
there is historical evidence that a half-dozen
drunken squaws were carried off and shamefully
maltreated. Several hundred warriors assembled
to avenge the deception which had been practiced
upon them. They laid in ambush for the boats
on their return trip. The first passed too rapidly
to be successfully assailed, but the second
grounded and was savagely, yet unsuccessfully,
attacked. The presence of General Atkinson's
forces prevented an actual outbreak, and, on his
demand, the great Winnebago Chief, Red Bird,
with six other leading men of the tribe, surrendered themselves as hostages to save their
nation from extermination. A majority of these
were, after trial, acquitted. Red Bird, however,
unable to endure confinement, literally pined to
death in prison, dying on Feb. 16, 1828. He is
described as having been a savage of superior
intelligence and noble character.
A treat} of
peace was concluded with the Winnebagoes in a
council held at Prairie du Chien, a few months
later, but the affair seems to have produced as
much alarm among the Indians as it did among
the whites. (For Winnebago Indians see page 576.
WINNETKA, a village of Cook County, on the
Chicago & Northwestern Railway, I6V2 miles
north of Chicago. It stands eighty feet above
the level of Lake Michigan, has good schools
(being the seat of the Winnetka Institute), several churches, and is a popular residence town.
Population (1880), 584; (1890), 1,079; (1900), 1,833.
WINSTON, Frederick Hampton, lawyer, was
born in Liberty County, Ga., Nov. 20, 1830, was
brought to Woodford County, Ky., in 1835, left
an orphan at 12, and attended the common
-
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18, when, returning to Georgia, he
engaged in cotton manufacture. He finally
began the study of law with United States Senator W. C. Dawson, and graduated from Harvard
Law School in 1852; spent some time in the office
of W. M. Evarts in New York, was admitted to
the bar and came to Chicago in 1853, where he
formed a partnership with Norman B. Judd,
afterwards being associated with Judge Henry

schools until

W. Blodgett; served as general solicitor of the
Lake Shore and Michigan Southern, the Chicago,
Rock Island & Pacific and the Pittsburgh, Fort

Wayne & Chicago Railways —remaining

with the

twenty years. In 1885 he was appointed,
by President Cleveland, Minister to Persia, but
resigned the following year, and traveled extensively in Russia, Scandinavia and other foreign
Mr. Winston was a delegate to the
countries.
Democratic National Conventions of 1868, "76 and
"84; first President of the Stock Yards at Jersey
latter

City, for twelve years President of the Lincoln
Park Commission, and a Director of the Lincoln

National Bank.

WISCONSIN CENTRAL LINES. The Wiscon1887,

and

Company was

organized, June 17,
subsequently acquired the Minnesota,

sin Central

Croix & Wisconsin, the Wisconsin & Minnesota, the Chippewa Falls & Western, the St.
Paul & St. Croix Falls, the Wisconsin Central, the
Penokee, and the Packwaukee & Montebello Railroads, and assumed the leases of the Milwaukee
& Lake Winnebago and the Wisconsin & MinneOn July 1, 1888, the company began
sota Roads.
to operate the entire Wisconsin Central system,
with the exception of the Wisconsin Central
St.

Railroad and the leased Milwaukee & Lake Winnebago, which remained in charge of the Wisconsin Central Railroad mortgage trustees until
Nov. 1, 1889, when these, too, passed under the
control of the Wisconsin Central Company. The
Wisconsin Central Railroad Company is a reorganization (Oct. 1, 1879) of a company formed
Jan. 1, 1871. The Wisconsin Central and the
Wisconsin Central Railroad Companies, though
differing in name, are a financial unit; the
former holding most of the first mortgage bonds
of the latter, and substantially all its notes, stocks
and income bonds, but, for legal reasons (such as

the protection of land titles), it is necessary that
separate corporations be maintained. On April
1, 1890, the Wisconsin Central Company executed
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The total
which the Company

insure the protection of all interests.

mileage

owns

is

415.4(5 miles, of

258.90

— only .10

of a mile in Illinois.

A

with 8.44 miles of
side-track (total, 66.54 miles), lying wholly within
the State of Illinois, is operated by the Chicago &
Wisconsin and furnishes the allied line an enline,

58.10 miles in

length,

trance into Chicago.

WITHROW, Thomas F., lawyer, was born in
Virginia in March, 1833, removed with his parents
to Ohio in childhood, attended the Western
Reserve College, and, after the death of his
father, taught school and worked as a printer,
later, editing a paper at Mount Vernon.
In 1855
he removed to Janesville, Wis. where he again
engaged in journalistic work, studied law, was
admitted to the bar in Iowa in 1857, settled at
Des Moines and served as private secretary of
Governors Lowe and Kirkwood. In 1860 he
became Supreme Court Reporter; served as
Chairman of the Republican State Central Committee in 1863 and, in 1866, became associated
with the Rock Island Railroad in the capacity of
,

local attorney,

Company
in 1890,

Counsel.

was made chief law officer of the
and removed to Chicago, and,

in 1873,

was promoted

to the position of General

Died, in Chicago, Feb.

WOLCOTT,

3,

1893.

Alexander, early Indian
Agent, was born at East Windsor, Conn., Feb.
14, 1790; graduated from Yale College in 1809,
and, after a course in medicine, was commissioned, in 1812, Surgeon's Mate in the United
States Army. In 1820 he was appointed Indian
Agent at Fort Dearborn (now Chicago), as successor to Charles Jouett the first Agent who
had been appointed a United States Judge in
Arkansas. The same year he accompanied General Lewis Cass and Henry Schoolcraft on their
tour among the Indians of the Northwest; was
married in 1823 to Ellen Marion Kinzie, a
daughter of Col. John Kinzie, the first permanent settler of Chicago in 1825 was appointed a
Justice of the Peace for Peoria County, which
then included Cook County; was a Judge of
Election in 1830, and one of the purchasers of a
block of ground in the heart of the present city
of Chicago, at the first sale of lots, held Sept. 27,
Dr.
1830, but died before the close of the year.
Wolcott appears to have been a high-minded and
honorable man, as well as far in advance of the
mass of pioneers in point of education and intel(Dr.)

—

—

;

a lease to the Northern Pacific Railroad, but this
was set aside by the courts, on Sept. 27, 1893, for

ligence.

non-payment of rent, and was finally canceled.
On the same day receivers were appointed to

CAGO.

WOMAN'S MEDICAL COLLEGE OF
(See Northwestern University

Medical School.)

CHI-

Woman's
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WOMAN SUFFRAGE.

(See Suffrage.)

WOOD,

Benson, lawyer and Congressman, was
born in Susquehanna County, Pa., in 1839; received a common school and academic education
at the age of 20 came to Illinois, and, for two
He then
years, taught school in Lee County.
enlisted as a soldier in an Illinois regiment,
attaining the rank of Captain of Infantry after
the war, graduated from the Law Department of
the old Chicago University, and has since been
engaged in the practice of his profession. He
was elected a member of the Twenty-eighth Gen;

(1872) and was a delegate to the
National Conventions of 1876 and
1888 also served as Mayor of the city of Effingham, where he now resides. In 1894 he was
elected to the Fifty-fourth Congress by the
Republicans of the Nineteenth District, which has
uniformly returned a Democrat, and, in office,
proved himself a most industrious and efficient
member. Mr. Wood was defeated as a candidate

Assembly

eral

Republican
;

for re-election in 1896.

WOOD,

John,

pioneer, Lieutenant-Governor

and Governor, was born

at Moravia, N. Y., Dec.
being a Revolutionary soldier
who had served as Surgeon and Captain in the
army. At the age of 21 years young Wood re-

20, 1798

moved

— his father

to Illinois, settling in

what

is

now Adams

County, and building the first log-cabin on the site
of the present city of Quincy. He was a member
of the upper house of the Seventeenth and Eighteenth General Assemblies, and was elected Lieutenant-Governor in 1859 on the same ticket with
Governor Bissell, and served out the unexpired
term of the latter, who died in office. (See Bissell, William H. )
He was succeeded by Richard
Yates in 1861. In February of that year he was
appointed one of the five Commissioners from
Illinois to the "Peace Conference" at Washconsider
ington,
to
methods for averting
civil war.
The following May he was appointed
Quartermaster-General for the State by Governor
Yates, and assisted most efficiently in fitting out
the troops for the field. In June, 1864, he was
commissioned Colonel of the One Hundred and
Thirty-seventh Illinois Volunteers (100-days' men)
and mustered out of service the following September. Died, at Quincy, June 11, 1880. He
was liberal, patriotic and public-spirited. His
fellow-citizens of Quincy erected a monument to
his

memory, which was appropriately dedicated,

July

4,

1883.

WOODFORD COUNTY,

situated a little north
of the center of the State, bounded on the west

by the

i

Illinois

River

;

organized in 1841

;

area,

540 square miles. The surface is generally level,
except along the Illinois River, the soil fertile
and well watered. The county lies in the northern section of the great coal field of the State.
Eureka is the county-seat. Other thriving cities
and towns are Metamora, Minonk, El Paso and
Roanoke. Corn, oats, wheat, potatoes and barley
are the principal crops. The chief mechanical
industries are flour manufacture, carriage and
wagon-making, and saddlery and harness work.
Population (1890), 21,429; (1900), 21,822.
WOODHULL, a village of Henry County, on
Keithsburg branch Chicago, Burlington & Quincy
Railroad, 15 miles west of Galva; has a bank,
electric lights, waterworks, brick and tile works,
six churches and weekly paper.
Pop. (1900), 774.
WOODMAN, Charles W., lawyer and Congressman, was born in Aalborg, Denmark, March 11,
1844; received his early education in the schools
of his native country, but took to the sea in I860,
following the life of a sailor until 1863, when,
coming to Philadelphia, he enlisted in the Gulf
Squadron of the United States. After the war,
he came to Chicago, and, after reading law for
some time in the office of James L. High, graduated from the Law Department of the Chicago
University in 1871. Some years later he was
appointed Prosecuting Attorney for some of the
lower courts, and, in 1881, was nominated by the
Judges of Cook County as one of the Justices of
the Peace for the city of Chicago. In 1894 he
became the Republican candidate for Congress
from the Fourth District and was elected, but
failed to secure a renomination in 1896.
Died, in
Elgin Asylum for the Insane, March 18, 1898.
WOODS, Robert Mann, was born at Greenville,
Pa., April 17, 1840; came with his parents to Illinois in 1842, the family settling at Barry, Pike
Count}', but subsequently residing at Pittsfield,
Canton and Galesburg. He was educated at
Knox College in the latter place, which was his
home from 1849 to '58; later, taught school in
Iowa and Missouri until 1861, when he went to
Springfield and began the study of law with
Milton Hay and Shelby M. Cullom. His law
studies having been interrupted by the Civil
War, after spending some time in the mustering
and disbursing office, he was promoted by Governor Yates to a place in the executive office,
from which he went to the field as Adjutant of
the Sixty-fourth Illinois Infantry, known as the
"Yates Sharp-Shooters." After participating,
with the Army of the Tennessee, in the Atlanta
campaign, he took part in the "March to the
Sea," and the campaign in the Carolinas. includ-
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ing the siege of Savannah and the forcing of the
Salkahatchie, where he distinguished himself, as
also in the taking of Columbia, Fayetteville,

Cheraw, Raleigh and Benton ville. At the latter
place he had a horse shot under him and won the
brevet rank of Major for gallantry in the field,
having previously been commissioned Captain of
Company A of his regiment. He also served on
the staffs of Gens. Giles A. Smith, Benjamin F.
Potts, and William W. Belknap, and was the last
mustering officer in General Sherman's army.
In 1867 Major Woods removed to Chicago, where
he was in business for a number of years, serving
as chief clerk of Custom House construction
from 1872 to 1877. In 1879 he purchased "The
Daily Republican" at Joliet, which he conducted
successfully for fifteen years. While connected
with 'The Republican, he served as Secretary of
the Illinois Republican Press Association and in
'

'

'

various other positions.

Major Woods was one of the founders of the
Grand Army of the Republic, whose birth-place
was in Illinois. (See Grand Army of the Republic;

also

Stephenson,

Dr.

B.

When

F.)

Dr.

Stephenson (who had been Surgeon of the Fourteenth Illinois Infantry), conceived the idea of
founding such an order, he called to his assistance Major Woods, who was then engaged in
writing the histories of Illinois regiments for the
Adjutant-General's Report. The Major wrote
the Constitution and By-laws of the Order, the

The first
all the reports, etc.
order bears his name as the first AdjutantGeneral of the Order, as follows
charter blanks for

official

Headquarters Department of Illinois
Grand Army op the Republic.
Springfield,

General Orders

III.,

April

1, 1866.

I

The following named officers are hereby
No. 1.
appointed and assigned to duty at these headquarters. They
•will be obeyed and respected accordingly:
Colonel Jules C. Webber, A.D.C. and Chief of Staff.
Colonel John M. Snyder, Quartermaster-General.
Major Robert M. Woods, Adjutant-General.
Captain John A. Lightfoot, Assistant Adjutant-General.
Cap'ain John S. Phelps, Aid-de-Camp.
By order of B. F. Stephenson, Department Commander.
Robert M. Woods,
\

Ad

j

u tant-General.
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WOODSON, David Meade, lawyer and jurist,
was born in Jessamine County, Ky., May 18,
180G; was educated in private schools and at
Transylvania University, and read law with his
father. He served a term in the Kentucky Legislature in 1832, and, in 1834, removed to Illinois,
settling at Carrollton,

Greene County. In 1839
he was elected State's Attorney and, in 1840, a
member of the lower house of the Legislature,
being elected a second time in 1868. In 1843 he
was the Whig candidate for Congress in the
Fifth District, but was defeated by Stephen A.
Douglas. He was a member of the Constitutional
Conventions of 1847 and 1869-70. In 1848 he was
elected a Judge of the First Judicial Circuit,
remaining in office until 1867. Died, in 1877.
WOODSTOCK, the county-seat of McHenry
County, situated on the Chicago & Northwestern
Railway, about 51 miles northwest of Chicago
and 32 miles east of Rockford. It contains a
court house, eight churches, four banks, three
newspaper offices, foundry and machine shops,
planing mills, canning works, pickle, cheese and
butter factories. The Oliver Typewriter Factory
is located here; the town is also the seat of the
Todd Seminary for boys. Population (1890),
1,683; (1900), 2,502.

WORCESTER, Linus E., State Senator, was
born in Windsor, Vt., Dec. 5, 1811, was educated
common schools of his native State and at
Chester Academy, came to Illinois in 1836, and,
after teaching three years, entered a dry-goods
store at Whitehall as clerk, later becoming a

in the

He was also engaged in various other
branches of business at different times, including
the drug, hardware, grocery, agricultural implement and lumber business. In 1843 he was
appointed Postmaster at Whitehall, serving
twelve years; was a member of the Constitutional
Convention of 1847, served as County Judge for
six years from 1853, and as Trustee of the Institution for the Deaf and Dumb, at Jacksonville,
from 1859, by successive reappointments, for
twelve years. In 1856 he was elected, as a Democrat, to the State Senate, to succeed John M.
Palmer, resigned was re-elected in 1860, and, at
the session of 1865, was one of the five Democratic members of that body who voted for the
partner.

;

Major Woods afterwards organized the various
Departments in the West, and it has been conceded that he furnished the money necessary to
carry on the work during the first six months of
the existence of the Order. He has never
accepted a nomination or run for any political
office, but is now engaged in financial business in
Joliet and Chicago, with his residence in the
former

place.

ratification of the

the

National

Emancipation Amendment of

Constitution.

County Judge a second time,

He was
in

1863,

elected

and

re-

Demoand, for more

elected in 1867, served as delegate to the

Convention of 1876,
than thirty years, was one of the Directors of the
Jacksonville branch of the Chicago & Alton
cratic National

HISTOKICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.

600

charged with supervision of women's par-

from the organization of the
corporation until his death, which occurred Oct.

ticipation in the Exposition,

19, 1891.

of

Railroad, serving

YVORDEN, a village of Madison County, on
Wabash and the Jacksonville, Louisville &
Louis Railways, 32 miles northeast of
Population (1890), 522; (1900), 544

St.

the
St.

Louis.

larly

and of the exhibits
women's work.
The supreme executive power was vested in
the Joint Board of Control. The site selected
was Jackson Park, in the South Division of Chi-

exhibition of the scientific, liberal and

with a strip connecting Jackson and
Washington Parks, known as the "Midway
Plaisance," which was surrendered to "conces-

ical arts of all nations, held at Chicago,

sionaires"

May

exhibitions, or conducting restaurants or selling-

WORLD'S COLUMBIAN EXPOSITION.

1

and

Oct. 31, 1893.

cago,

An

mechanbetween
The project had its

inception in November, 1885, in a resolution
adopted by the directorate of the Chicago InterState Exposition Company. On July 6, 1888, the

well defined action was taken, the Iroquois
Club, of Chicago, inviting the co-operation of six

first

other leading clubs of that city in 'securing the
location of an international celebration at Chicago of the 400th anniversary of the discovery of
America by Columbus." In July, 1889, a decisive
step was taken in the appointment by Mayor
Cregier, under resolution of the City Council, of
a committee of 100 (afterwards increased to 256)
citizens, who were charged with the duty of
promoting the selection of Chicago as the site for
the Exposition. New York, Washington and St.
Louis were competing points, but the choice of
Congress fell upon Chicago, and the act establishing the World's Fair at that city was signed by
President Harrison on April 25, 1890. Under the
requirements of the law, the President appointed
eight Commissioners-at-large, with two Commissioners and two alternates from each State and
Territory and the District of Columbia. Col.
George R. Davis, of Chicago, was elected Director-General by the body thus constituted. ExSenator Thomas M. Palmer, of Michigan, was
chosen President of the Commission and John T.
Dickinson, of Texas, Secretary. This Commission delegated much of its power to a Board of
'

Reference and Control, who were instructed to
act with a similar number appointed by the
World's Columbian Exposition. The latter
organization was an incorporation, with a directorate of forty-five members, elected annually by
the stockholders. Lyman J. Gage, of Chicago,
was the first President of the corporation, and

was succeeded by W.

T.

Baker and Harlow N.

Higinbotham.
In addition to these bodies, certain powers were
vested in a Board of Lady Managers, composed
of two members, with alternates, from each
State and Territory, besides nine from the city
of Chicago.
Mrs. Potter Palmer was chosen
President of the latter. This Board was particu-

who

purchased' the privilege of giving

booths thereon. The total area of the site was
and that of the buildings not reckoning those erected by States other than Illinois,
and by foreign governments was about 200
When to this is added the acreage of the
acres.
foreign and State buildings, the total space

—

633 acres,

—

under roof approximated 250 acres. These figures do not include the buildings erected by

and venders, which
would add a small percentage to the grand total.
Forty-seven foreign Governments made appropriations for the erection of their own buildings and
private exhibitors, caterers

other expenses connected with official represenand there were exhibitors from eighty-six
nations.
The United States Government erected
its own building, and appropriated $500,000 to
defray the expenses of a national exhibit, besides

tation,

§2,500,000

toward the general cost of the Exposi-

The appropriations by foreign Governments
aggregated about §6,500,000, and those by the
States and Territories, §6,120,000— that of Illinois
being §800,000. The entire outlay of the World's
Columbian Exposition Company, up to March 31,

tion.

including the cost of preliminary organizaoperating and post-Exposition
expenses, was §27,151,800. This is, of course,
exclusive of foreign and State expenditures,
which would swell the aggregate cost to nearly
1894,

tion, construction,

Citizens of
Chicago subscribed
toward the capital stock of the Exposition Company, and the municipality. §5,000,000,
which was raised by the sale of bonds. (See

§45,000,000.

§5,608,206

Thirty-sixth General Assembly.)

The

site,

while admirably adapted to the pur-

when

chosen, a marshy flat, crossed
by low sand ridges, upon which stood occasional
clumps of stunted scrub oaks. Before the gates
of the great fair were opened to the public, the
entire area had been transformed into a dream of
beauty. Marshes had been drained, filled in and
sodded driveways and broad walks constructed
artificial ponds and lagoons dug and embanked,
and all the highest skill of the landscape gardener's art had been called into play to produce

pose, was,

;

MAP OF
THE GROUNDS OF THE
JWOj^Lp'S pOJ.UM^IAJM EXJ>OpiJION
AT

Jackson Park
showing the General Arrangement
of

Buildings and Grounds

1893.
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varied and striking effects. But the task had
been a Herculean one. There were seventeen
principal (or, as they may be called, departmental) buildings, all of beautiful and ornate
They were known
design, and all of vast size.
as the Manufacturers' and Liberal Arts, the
Machinery, Electrical, Transportation, Woman's,
Horticultural, Mines and Mining, Anthropological, Administration, Art Galleries, Agricultural,

Art

Institute, Fisheries, Live Stock, Dairy

and

Forestry buildings, and the Music Hall and CaSeveral of these had large annexes. The
sino.
Manufacturers' Building was the largest. It was

rectangular (1087x787 feet), having a ground
area of 31 acres and a floor and gallery area of
1280x380
Its central chamber was
44 acres.
feet, with a nave 107 feet wide, both hall and
nave being surrounded by a gallery 50 feet wide.
It was four times as large as the Roman Coliseum
and three times as large as St. Peter's at Rome;
17,000,000 feet of lumber, 13,000,000 pounds of
steel, and 2, 000, 000 pounds of iron had been used
in its construction, involving a cost of SI, 800, 000.
It was originally intended to open the Exposition, formally, on Oct. 21, 1892, the quadri-centennial of Columbus' discovery of land on the
Western Hemisphere, but the magnitude of the
undertaking rendered this impracticable. Consequently, while dedicatory ceremonies were held
on that day, preceded by a monster procession and
followed by elaborate pyrotechnic displays at
night, May 1, 1893, was fixed as the opening day
the machinery and fountains being put in operation, at the touch of an electric button by President Cleveland, at the close of a short address.
The total number of admissions from that date
to Oct. 31, was 27,530,460 the largest for any
single day being on Oct. 9 (Chicago Day) amounting to 761,944. The total receipts from all sources
(including National and State appropriations,

—

—

amounted to §28,151,168.75,
was from the sale of tick
§3,699,581.43 from concessions.
The

subscriptions, etc.),

which
and
ets,
of

$10,626,330.76

aggregate attendance fell short of that at the
Paris Exposition of 1889 by about 500,000, while
the receipts from the sale of tickets and concessions exceeded the latter by nearly §5,800,000.
Subscribers to the Exposition stock received a
return of ten per cent on the same.
The Illinois building was the first of the State
buildings to be completed. It was also the
largest and most costly, but was severely criticised

from an architectural standpoint. The
showed the internal resources of the
as well as the development of its govern-

exhibits
State,

C01

mental system, and its progress in civilization
from the days of the first pioneers. The entire
Illinois exhibit in the State building was under
charge of the State Board of Agriculture, who
devoted one-tenth of the appropriation, and a like
proportion of floor space, to the exhibition of the
work of Illinois women as scientists, authors,
artists, decorators, etc.
Among special features
of the Illinois exhibit were
State trophies and
relics, kept in a fire-proof memorial hall the display of grains and minerals, and an immense
topographical map (prepared at a cost of §15,000),
drafted on a scale of two miles to the inch, showing the character and resources of the State, and
correcting many serious cartographical errors
previously undiscovered.
:

;

WORTHEN, Amos

Henry, scientist and State
was born at Bradford, Vt., Oct. 31,
1813, emigrated to Kentucky in 1834, and, in 1836,
removed to Illinois, locating at Warsaw. Teaching, surveying and mercantile business were his
Geologist,

pursuits

until

East, spending

1842,

when he returned

two years

to the

in Boston, but return-

Warsaw in 1844. His natural predilections
were toward the natural sciences, and, after
coming west, he devoted most of his leisure time
to the collection and study of specimens of
mineralogy, geology and conchology. On the
ing to

organization of the geological survey of Illinois
in 1851, he was appointed assistant to Dr. J. G.
Norwood, then State Geologist, and, in 1858, succeeded to the office, having meanwhile spent
three years as Assistant Geologist in the first Iowa
survey. As State Geologist he published seven

volumes of
eighth

reports,

and was engaged upon the

when overtaken by

death,

May

6,

1888.

These reports, which are as comprehensive as
they are voluminous, have been reviewed and

warmly commended by the leading scientific
and Europe. In 1877
field work was discontinued, and the State Historical Library and Natural History Museum were
established, Professor Worthen being placed in
charge as curator. He was the author of various
valuable scientific papers and member of numerous scientific societies in this country and in
periodicals of this country

Europe.

WORTHEVGTON, Nicholas Ellsworth, ex-Congressman, was born in Brooke County, W. Va.,
March

30, 1836, and completed his education at
Allegheny College, Pa. studied Law at Morgantown, Va. and was admitted to the bar in 1860.
He is a resident of Peoria, and, by profession, a
lawyer; was County Superintendent of Schools
of Peoria County from 1868 to 1872, and a mem,

,
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ber of the State Board of Education from 1869 to
1872.
In 1882 he was elected to Congress, as a
Democrat, from the Tenth Congressional District,
and re-elected in 1884. In 1886 he was again a
candidate, but was defeated by his Republican
opponent, Philip Sidney Post. He was elected
Circuit Judge of the Tenth Judicial District in
1891, and re-elected in 1897.
In 1894 he served
upon a commission appointed by President Cleveland, to investigate the labor strikes of that year
at Chicago.
WRIGHT, John Stephen, manufacturer, was
born at Sheffield, Mass., July 16, 1815; came to
•Chicago in 1832, with his father, who opened a
store in that city in 1837, at his own expense,
built the first school building in Chicago; in 1840
;

"The Prairie Farmer," which he conducted for many years in the interest of popular
education and progressive agriculture. In 1852
he engaged in the manufacture of Atkins' selfraking reaper and mower, was one of the promoters of the Galena & Chicago Union and the
Illinois Central Railways, and wrote a volume
entitled, "Chicago: Past, Present and Future,"
established

published in 1870. Died, in Chicago, Sept. 26, 1874.
WULFF, Henry, ex-State Treasurer, was born
in Meldorf, Germany, August 24, 1854; came to
Chicago in 1863, and began his political career as
a Trustee of the town of Jefferson. In 1866 he
was elected County Clerk of Cook County, and
re-elected in 1890; in 1894 became the Republican
nominee for State Treasurer, receiving, at the
November election of that year, the unprecedented plurality of 133,427 votes over his Democratic opponent.
WYANET, a town of Bureau County, at the
intersection of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy
and the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railways,
Population
7 miles southwest of Princeton.
(1890), 670; (1900), 902.

WYLIE, (Rev.) Samuel, domestic missionary,
born in Ireland and came to America in boyhood
was educated at the University of Pennsylvania
and the Theological Seminary of the Reformed
Presbyterian Church, and ordained in 1818.
Soon after this he came west as a domestic missionary and, in 1820, became pastor of a church
at Sparta, 111. where he remained until his death,
March 20, 1872, after a pastorate of 52 years.
During his pastorate the church sent out a dozen
colonies to form new church organizations elsewhere. He is described as able, eloquent and
,

scholarly.

WYMAN,

(Col.)

John

Massachusetts, July

was born in
and educated in the

B., soldier,

12, 1817,

schools of that State until 14 years of age, when
he became a clerk in a clothing store in his native

town

of Shrewsbury, later being associated with
in Cincinnati, and

mercantile establishments
again in his native State.

From

1846 to 1850 he

was employed successively as a clerk in the car
and machine shops at Springfield, Mass. then as
,

Superintendent of Construction, and, later, as conductor on the New York & New Haven Railroad,
finally, in 1850, becoming Superintendent of the
Connecticut River Railroad. In 1852 he entered
the service of the Illinois Central Railroad Company, assisting in the survey and construction of
the line under Col. R. B. Mason, the Chief Engineer, and finally becoming Assistant Superintendent of the Northern Division. He was one
of the original proprietors of the town of Ambo}-,
in Lee County, and its first Mayor, also serving
a second term. Having a fondness for military
affairs, he was usually connected with some military organization while in Cincinnati being
attached to a company, of which Prof. 0. M.
Mitchell, the celebrated astronomer (afterwards
Major-General Mitchell), was Captain. After
coming to Illinois he became Captain of the Chicago Light Guards. Having left the employ of
the Railroad in 1858, he was in private business
at Amboy at the beginning of the Civil War in
1861. As Assistant-Adjutant General, by appointment of Governor Yates, he rendered valuable
service in the early weeks of the war in securing
arms from Jefferson Barracks and in the organization of tlie three-months' regiments. Then,
having organized the Thirteenth Illinois Volunteer Infantry the first organized in the State
for the three years' service he was commissioned its Colonel, and, in July following, entered
upon the duty of guarding the railroad lines in
Southwest Missouri and Arkansas. The following year his regiment was attached to General
Sherman's command in the first campaign
against Yicksburg. On the second day of the
Battle of Chickasaw Bayou, he fell mortally
wounded, dying on the field, Dec. 28, 1862. Colonel Wyman was one of the most accomplished
and promising of the volunteer soldiers sent to
the field from Illinois, of whom so many were
former employes of the Illinois Central Rail-

—

—

—

road.

WYOMING, a town of Stark County, 31 miles
north-northwest from Peoria, at the junction of
the Peoria branch Rock Island & Pacific and the
Rushville branch of the Chicago, Burlington &
Quincy Railway ;. has two high schools, churches,
two banks, flour mills, water-works, machine
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shop,

and two weekly newspapers.

Coal

is

mined

Pop. (1890), 1,116; (1900), 1,277.

here.

003

most vigorous opponents of the Kansas-Nebraska
Bill in the Thirty-third Congress, and an early

movement for the organization
the Republican party to resist the further
extension of slavery, being a prominent speaker,
on the same platform with Lincoln, before the
first Republican State Convention held at Bloomington, in May, 1856, and serving as one of the
participant in the

XENIA,
more

&

a village of Clay County, on the BaltiOhio Southwestern Raihoad, 87 miles

east of St. Louis.

Population (1D00), 800.

YATES CITY, a village of Knox County, at the
junction of the Peoria Division of the Chicago,
Burlington & Quincy Railroad, with the Rushville
branch, 23 miles southeast of Galesburg.
The
town has banks, a coal mine, telephone exchange,
school, churches and a newspaper.
Pop. (1890),
687; (1900), 650.

YATES, Henry, pioneer, was born in Caroline
County, Va., Oct. 29, 1786 being a grand-nephew
of Chief Justice John Marshall removed to Fayette County, Ky., where he located and laid out
the town of Warsaw, which afterwards became
the county-seat of Gallatin County. In 1831 he
removed to Sangamon County, 111., and, in 1832,

—

;

town of Berlin,
which he laid out the following year, also laying
out the town of New Berlin, a few years later, on
the line of the Wabash Railway. He was father
settled at the site of the present

of Gov. Richard Yates.

Henry

Died, Sept.

13,

(Yates), Jr., son of the preceding,

at Berlin,

dising at

111.

,

March 7,

New

1865.—

was born

1835 engaged in merchan;

company
One Hundred and Sixth
Infantry, was appointed Lieu-

Berlin

;

in 1862, raised a

of volunteers for the

Regiment' Illinois

tenant-Colonel and brevetted Colonel and Brigadier-General. He was accidentally shot in 1863,
and suffered sun-stroke at Little Rock, from
which he never fully recovered. Died, August
3,

1871.

YATES, Richard, former Governor and United
States Senator,

was born

at

Warsaw, Ky., Jan.

In 1831 he accom18, 1815, of English descent.
panied his father to Illinois, the family settling
first at

Springfield

and

later at Berlin,

Sangamon

He

soon after entered Illinois College,
from which he graduated in 1835, and subsequently read law with Col. John J. Hardin, at

County.

Jacksonville,

which thereafter became

his

home.

In 1842 he was elected Representative in the General Assembly from Morgan County, and was
re-elected in 1844, and again in 1848.
In 1850 he
was a candidate for Congress from the Seventh
District and elected over Maj. Thomas L. Harris,
the previous incumbent, being the only Whig
Representative in the Thirty-second Congress
from Illinois. Two years later he was re-elected
over John Calhoun, but was defeated, in 1854,
by his old opponent, Harris. He was one of the

of

Vice-Presidents of that body. In 1860 he was
elected to the executive chair on the ticket
headed by Abraham Lincoln for the Presidency,
and, by his energetic support of the National
administration in its measures for the suppression
of the Rebellion, won the sobriquet of "the Illi-

In 1865 he was elected
United States Senator, serving until 1871. He
died suddenly, at St. Louis, Nov. 27, 1873, while
returning from Arkansas, whither he had gone,
as a United States Commissioner, by appointment
nois War-Governor."'

President Grant, to inspect a land-subsidy
He was a man of rare ability, earnestness of purpose and extraordinary personal magnetism, as well as of a lofty order of patriotism.
His faults were those of a nature generous,
impulsive and warm-hearted.
YORKVIELE, the county-seat of Kendall
County, on Fox River and Streator Division of
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad, 12 miles
southwest of Aurora; on interurban electric line;
has water-power, electric lights, a bank, churches
and weekly newspaper. Pop.(1890) 375; (1900),413.
of

railroad.

YOUNG, Brigham, Mormon
at

Whittingham,

Mormons

Vt.,

June

leader,
1801,

1,

in 1831 and, the next year,

was born
joined the

became

asso-

ciated with Joseph Smith, at Kirtland, Ohio, and,
He accompanied a conin 1835, an "apostle."

body of that sect to Independence, Mo.
but was driven out with them in 1837, settling
for a short time at Quincy, 111. but later removing to Nauvoo, of which he was one of the founOn the assassination of Smith, in 1844, he
ders.
became the successor of the latter, as head of the
Mormon Church, and, the following year, headed
the exodus from Illinois, which finally resulted in
the Mormon settlement in Utah. His subsequent
career there, where he was appointed Governor
by President Fillmore, and, for a time, successfully defied national authority, is a matter of
national rather than State history. He remained
at the head of the Mormon Church until his
death at Salt Lake City, August 29, 1877.
siderable

,

YOUNG, Richard Montgomery, United

States

was born in Kentucky in 1796, studied
law and removed to Jonesboro, 111., where he was
Senator,

admitted to the bar in 1817; served in the Second
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Assembly (1820-22) as Representative
from Union County; was a Circuit Judge, 1825-27;
Presidential Elector in 1828 Circuit Judge again,
1829-37 elected United States Senator in 1837 as
successor to W. L. D. Ewing, serving until 1843,
when he was commissioned Justice of the Supreme Court, but resigned in 1847 to become
Commissioner of the General Land Office at
Washington. During the session of 1850-51, he
served as Clerk of the National House of Representatives.
Died, in an insane asylum, in WashGeneral

;

;

ington, in 1853.

YOUNG MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION,
permanently organized at Chicago, in 1858,
although desultory movements of a kindred character had previously been started at Peoria,
Quincy, Chicago and Springfield, some as early
first

as 1854.

From

1858 to 1872, various associations

were formed at different points throughout the
State, which were entirely independent of each
other.
The first effort looking to union and
mutual aid, was made in 1872, when Robert
Weidensall, on behalf of the International Committee, called a convention, to meet at Bloomington, November 6-9.
State conventions have been
held annually since 1872. In that of 1875, steps
were taken looking to the appointment of a
State Secretary, and, in 1876, Charles M. Morton
assumed the office. Much evangelistic work was
done, and new associations formed, the total
number reported at the Champaign Convention,
in 1877, being sixty -two.
After one year's work
Mr. Morton resigned the secretaryship, the office
remaining vacant for three years. The question
of the appointment of a successor was discussed
at the Decatur Convention in 1879, and, in April,
1880, I. B. Brown was made State Secretary, and
has occupied the position to the present time
At the date of his appointment the
(1899).
official figures showed sixteen associations in Illinois, with a total membership of 2,443, and property valued at §126,500, including building funds,
the associations at Chicago and Aurora owning
buildings.
Thirteen officers were employed,
none of them being in Chicago. Since 1880 the
work has steadily grown, so that five Assistant
State Secretaries are now employed. In 1886, a
plan for arranging the State work under departmental administration was devised, but not put
in operation until 1890.
The present six departments of supervision are: General Supervision,
n charge of the State Secretary and his Assistants; railroad and city work; counties and
towns; work among students; corresponding
membership department, and office work. The
i

last named are under one executive head,
but each of the others in charge of an Assistant

two

who

Secretary,

is

responsible for its development

work

is under the supervision of a
Executive Committee of twenty-seven
members, one-third of whom are elected annually.
Willis H. Herrick of Chicago has been its chairman for several years. This body is appointed
by a State convention composed of delegates
from the local Associations. Of these there were,
in October, 1898, 116, with a membership of
The value of the property owned was
15,888.
§2,500,000. Twenty-two occupy their own buildings, of which five are for railroad men and one
Weekly gatherings for young men
for students.

The

entire

State

numbered

248,

and there are now representatives

or correspondents in 665 communities where no

organization has been effected. Scientific physical culture is made a feature by 40 associations,
and educational work has been largely developed.
The enrollment in evening classes, during 1898-99,
was 978. The building of the Chicago branch
(erected in 1893) is the finest of its class in the
world. Recently a successful association has
been formed among coal miners, and another
among the first grade boys of the Illinois State
Reformatory, while an extensive work has been
conducted at the camps of the Illinois National
Guard.

ZANE, Charles

S., lawyer and jurist, was born
Cumberland County, N. J., March 2, 1831, of
English and New England stock. xVt the age of

in

19 he emigrated to Sangamon County, 111., for a
time working on a farm and at brick-making.
From 1852 to '55 he attended McKendree College,
but did not graduate, and, on leaving college,
engaged in teaching, at the same time reading
law.
In 1857 he was admitted to the bar and

commenced

practice at Springfield.

The

ing year he was elected City Attorney.
for

partners,

at

different

follow-

He had

times, William

H.

Herndon (once a partner of Abraham Lincoln)
and Senator Shelby M. Cullom. In 1873 he was
elected a Judge of the Circuit Court for the Fifth
Judicial Circuit, and was re-elected in 1879. In
1883 President Arthur appointed him Chief Justice of Utah, where he has since resided, though
superseded by the appointment of a successor by
President Cleveland.
At the first State election in Utah, held in November, 1895, he was
chosen one of the Judges of the Supreme Court
of the new Commonwealth, but was defeated
for re-election, by his Democratic opponent, in
1898.

SUPPLEMENT.
The following matter, received

too late for insertion in the

•In

—

command

of the battleship Raleigh, on the Asiatic Station.

He was thus connected with Admiral Dewey's
squadron at the beginning of the Spanish- American War, and took a conspicuous and brilliant part
in the affair in Manila Bay, on May 1, 1898, which
resulted in the destruction of the Spanish fleet.
Captain Cbghlan*s connection with subsequent

New York harbor.

CRANE,

(Rev.) James Lyons, clergyman,
chaplain, was born at Mt. Eaton, Wayne

County, Ohio, August 30, 1823, united with the
Methodist Episcopal Church at Cincinnati in
1841, and, coming to Edgar County, Illinois, in
1842, attended a seminary at Paris some three
years.
He joined the Illinois Conference in 1846,
and was assigned to the Danville circuit, afterwards presiding over charges at Grandview, Hillsboro, Alton, Jacksonville, and Springfield at the
last two points being stationed two or more

in the

form

of a supplement.

July, 1861, he

—

engaged in the practice of law at Lincoln, Neb.,
but afterwards became interested in the gas business in various cities, including Evanston, 111.,
which became his home. In 1896 he took a leading part in securing instructions by the Republi-

—

times, besides serving as Presiding Elder of the
Paris, Danville, and Springfield Districts.
The

importance of the stations which he filled during
his itinerant career served as evidence of his
recognized ability and popularity as a preacher.

added

—

events in the Philippines was in the highest
degree creditable to himself and the country.
His vessel (the Raleigh) was the first of Admiral
Dewey's squadron to return home, coming by
way of the Suez Canal, in the summer of 1899, he
and his crew receiving an immense ovation on

army

is

to him as a personal compliment, being reappointed four years afterwards and continuing
After retiring from tho
in office eight years.
Springfield postoffice, he occupied charges at
Island Grove and Shelbyville, his death occurring
at the latter place, July 29, 1879, as the result of
an attack of paralysis some two weeks previous.
Mr. Crane was married in 1847 to Miss Elizabeth
Mayo, daughter of Col. J. Mayo a prominent
citizen of Edgar County, at an early day his
Rev.
wife surviving him some twenty years.
Charles A. Crane and Rev. Frank Crane, pastors
of prominent Methodist churches in Boston and
Chicago, are sons of the subject of this sketch.
DAWES, Charles Gates, Comptroller of the
Treasury, was born at Marietta, Ohio, August 27,
1865; graduated from Marietta College in 1884,
and from the Cincinnati Law School in 1886;
worked at civil engineering during his vacations,
finally becoming Chief Engineer of the Toledo &
Ohio Railroad. Between 1887 and 1894 he was

Commander, and serving upon various vessels
18, 1893, when he was commissioned

until Nov.

their arrival in

work,

Twenty-first

time near Carlyle, in Clinton County. In 1860 he
was appointed by his uncle, Hon. Philip B.
Fouke then a Representative in Congress from
the Belleville District to the Naval Academy at
Annapolis, graduating in 18G3, and being promoted through the successive grades of Ensign,
Master, Lieutenant, Lieutenant-Commander, and

Captain and, in 1897, assigned to the

this

was appointed Chaplain of the
Regiment Illinois Volunteers, at
that time commanded by Ulysses S. Grant as
Colonel, and, although he remained with the
regiment only a few months, the friendship then
established between him and the future commander of the armies of the Union lasted through
their lives. This was shown by his appointment
by President Grant, in 1869, to the position of
Postmaster of the city of Springfield, which came

COGHLAjV, (Capt.) Joseph Bullock, naval
was born in Kentucky, and, at the age of
15 years, came to Illinois, living on a farm for a

officer,

—

body of

can State Convention at Springfield in favor of
the nomination of Mr. McKinley for the Presidency, and during the succeeding campaign
served as a member of the National Republican
Committee for the State of Illinois. Soon after
the accession of President McKinley, he was
appointed Comptroller of the Treasury, a position

605
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which he now
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Mr.

Dawes

is

the son of

R. B. Dawes, a former Congressman from Ohio,
and the great-grandson of Manasseh Cutler, who
was an influential factor in the early history of

the Northwest Territory, and lias been credited
with exerting a strong influence in shaping and
securing the adoption of the Ordinance of 1787.
DISTIN, (Col.) William L., former Department Commander of Grand Army of the Republic for
the State of Illinois, was born at
Cincinnati, Ohio, Feb. 9, 1843, his father being of
English descent, while his maternal grandfather
was a Colonel of the Polish Lancers in the army
of the first Napoleon, who, after the exile of his
leader, came to America, settling in Indiana.
The father of the subject of this sketch settled at
Keokuk, Iowa, where the son grew to manhood
and in February, 1863, enlisted as a private in the
Seventeenth Iowa Infantry, having been twice
rejected previously on account of physical ailment. Soon after enlistment he was detailed for
provost- marshal duty, but later took part with
his regiment in the campaign in Alabama.
He
served for a time in the Fifteenth Army Corps,
under Gen. John A. Logan, was subsequently
detailed for duty on the Staff of General Raum,
and participated in the battles of Resaca and
Tilton, Ga. Having been captured in the latter,
he was imprisoned successively at Jacksonville
•

Montgomery, Savannah, and finally at
From the latter he succeeded in
effecting his escape, but was recaptured and
returned to that famous prison-pen.
Having
escaped a second time by assuming the name of
a dead man and bribing the guard, he was again
captured and imprisoned at various points in Mississippi until exchanged about the time of the
assassination of President Lincoln. He was then
so weakened by his long confinement and scanty
fare that he had to be carried on board the
steamer on a stretcher. At this time lie narrowly
escaped being on board the steamer Sultana,
which was blown up below Cairo, with 2,100
soldiers on board, a large proportion of whom lost
their lives.
After being mustered out at Davenport, Iowa, June 28, 1865, he was employed for a
time on the Des Moines Valley Railroad, and as a
messenger and route agent of the United States
Express Company. In 1872 he established himself in business in Quincy, 111., in which he
proved very successful. Here he became prominent in local Grand Army circles, and, in 1890,
was unanimously elected Commander of the
Department of Illinois. Previous to this lie had
been an officer of the Illinois National Guard, and
(,Ga.),

Andersonville.

Aid-de-Camp, with the rank of
on the staff of Governors Hamilton,
Oglesby and Fifer. In 1897 Colonel Distin was
appointed by President McKinley Surveyor-General for the Territory of Alaska, a position which

served

as

Colonel,

(1899) he still holds.

DUMMER,

Henry

Bowdoin

was born
was educated

E., lawyer,

Hallowell, Maine, April

9,

1808,

at
in

College, graduating there in the class of

which he took a course in law at Cambridge Law School, and was soon after admitted
Then, having spent some two years
to the bar.
in his native State, in 1832 he removed to Illinois,
1827, after

settling first in Springfield,

where he remained

six

years, being for a part of the time a partner of
T. Stuart, who afterwards became the first
partner in law of Abraham Lincoln. Mr. Dummer had a brother, Richard William Dummer,
who had preceded him to Illinois, living for a
In 1838 he removed to
time in Jacksonville.
Beardstown, Cass County, which continued to be
his home for more than a quarter of a century.
During his residence there he served as Alderman, City Attorney and Judge of Probate for
Cass County also represented Cass County in the
Constitutional Convention of 1847, and, in 1860,
was elected State Senator in the Twenty-second
Mr.
General Assembly, serving four years.
Dummer was an earnest Republican, and served
that party as a delegate for the State-at-large to
the Convention of 1864, at Baltimore, which
nominated Abraham Lincoln for the Presidency a
In 1864 he removed to Jacksonsecond time.
ville, and for the next year was the law partner
of David A. Smith, until the death of the latter
in 1865.
In the summer of 1878 Mr. Dummer
went to Mackinac, Mich., in search of health, but

John

;

died there August 12 of that year.
ECKELS, James H., ex-Comptroller of the
Currency, was born of Scotch-Irish parentage at
Princeton, 111., Nov. 22, 1858, was educated in
the common schools and the high school of his
native town, graduated from the Law School at
Albany, N. Y., in 1881, and the following year
Here he conbegan practice at Ottawa, 111.
tinued in active practice until 1893, when he was
appointed by President Cleveland Comptroller of

the Currency, serving until May 1, 1898, when he
resigned to accept the presidency of the Commercial National Bank of Chicago. Mr. Eckels
manifested such distinguished ability in the discharge of his duties as Comptroller that he

being
received the notable compliment of
retained in office by a Republican administration
more than a year after the retirement of Presi-
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dent Cleveland, while his selection for a place at
the head of one of the leading banking institutions of Chicago was a no less marked recognition
He was a Delegate
of his abilities as a financier.
from the Eleventh District to the National
Democratic Convention at Chicago in 1893, and
repiesented the same district in the Gold Demo-

Convention at Indianapolis in 1896, and
framing the platform there adopted
which indicated his views on the financial questions involved in the campaign of that year.
FIELD, Daniel, early merchant, was born in
Jefferson County, Kentucky, Nov. 30, 1790, and
settled at Golconda, 111., in 1818, dying there in
1853.
He was a man of great enterprise, engaged
in merchandising, and became a large landholder, farmer and stock-grower, and an extensive
shipper of stock and produce to lower Mississippi
He married Elizabeth Dailey of
markets.
Charleston, Ind., and raised a large family of
children, one of whom, Philip D., became Sheriff?
while another, John, was County Judge of Pope
His daughter, Maria, married Gen.
County.
Green B. Raum, who became prominent as a
soldier during the Civil War and, later, as a member of Congress and Commissioner of Internal
Revenue and Pension Commissioner in Washcratic

assisted in

ington.

FIELD, Green B., member of a pioneer family,
was born within the present limits of the State of
Indiana in 1787, served as a Lieutenant in the
War of 1812, was married in Bourbon County,
Kentucky, to Miss Mary E. Cogswell, the
daughter of Dr. Joseph Cogswell, a soldier of the
Revolutionary War, and, in 1817, removed to
Pope County, Illinois, where he laid off the town
He
of Golconda, which became the county-seat.
served as a Representative from Pope County in
the First General Assembly (1818-20), and was
the father of Juliet C. Field, who became the
wife of John Raum; of Edna Field, the wife of
Dr. Tarlton Dunn, and of Green B. Field, who
was a Lieutenant in Third Regiment Illinois
Volunteers during the Mexican War. Mr. Field
was the grandfather of Gen. Green B. Raum,
mentioned in the preceding paragraph. He died
of yellow fever in Louisiana in 1823.
GALE, Stephen Francis, first Chicago bookseller and a
railway promoter, was born at
Exeter, N. H., March 8, 1812; at 15 years of age
became clerk in a leading book-store in Boston;
came to Chicago in 1835, and soon afterwards

opened the

ment

first

book and stationery establish-

in that city, which, in after years, gained

an extensive

trade.

In 1842 the firm of

S.

F.

607

& Co. was organized, but Mr. Gale, having
become head of the Chicago Fire Department,
retired from business in 1845
As early as 1846
he was associated with Wm. B. Ogden and John
Gale

B. Turner in the steps then being taken to revive
the Galena & Chicago Union Railroad (now a
part of the Chicago & Northwestern), and, in
conjunction with these gentlemen, became
responsible for the means to purchase the charter
and assets of the road from the Eastern bondholders.
Later, he engaged in the construction
of the branch road from Turner Junction to
Aurora, became President of the line and extended it to Mendota to connect with the Illinois
Central at that Point.
These roads afterwards
became a part of the Chicago, Burlington &
line.
A number of years ago Mr. Gale
returned to his old home in New Hampshire,
where he has since resided.
HAY, John, early settler, came to the region of
Kaskaskia between "1790 and 1800, and became a
prominent citizen of St. Clair County. He was
selected as a member of the First Legislative
Council of Indiana Territory for St. Clair County
in 1805.
In 1809 he was appointed Clerk of the
Common Pleas Court of St. Clair County, and
was continued in office after the organization of
the State Government, serving until his death at

Quincy

Belleville in 1845.

HAYS, John,

pioneer settler of Northwest Ter-

of New York, who came to
Cahokia, in the "Illinois Country," in 1793, and
lived there the remainder of his life.
His early
life had been spent in the fur-trade about Mackinac, in the Lake of the Woods region and about
the sources of the Mississippi. During the War
of 1812 he was able to furnish Governor Edwards
valuable information in reference to the Indians
in the Northwest.
He filled the office of Postritory,

was a native

master at Cahokia for a number of years, and was

County from 1798 to 1818.
George M., soldier and
building contractor, was born at Readsburg, Vt.,
March 15. 1851, came early in life to Chicago, and
was educated in the schools of that city. By profession he is a contractor and builder, the firm of
which he is a member having been connected
Sheriff of St. Clair

MOULTON,

(Col.)

with the construction of a number of large buildincluding some extensive grain elevators.
Colonel Moulton became a member of the Second
Regiment Illinois National Guard in June, 1884,
being elected to the office of Major, which he
retained until January, 1893, when he was
appointed Inspector of Rifle Practice on the staff
of General Wheeler. A year later he was cornings,
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missioned Colonel of the regiment, a position
which he occupied at the time of the call by the
President for troops to serve in the Spanish-

American War

1898.
He promptly
and was sworn into the United
States service at the head of his regiment early
in May. The regiment was almost immediately
ordered to Jacksonville, Fla., remaining there
and at Savannah, Ga., until early in December,
when it was transferred to Havana, Cuba. Here
he was soon after appointed Chief of Police for
the city of Havana, remaining in office until the

answered the

in April,

call,

middle of January, 1899, when he returned to his
regiment, then stationed at Camp Columbia, near
the city of Havana. In the latter part of March
he returned with his regiment to Augusta, Ga..
where it was mustered out, April 26, 1899, one
year from the date of its arrival at Springfield.
After leaving the service Colonel Moulton
resumed his business as a contractor.

SHERMAN, Lawrence

•¥.,

and

legislator

Speaker of the Forty-first General Assembly, was
born in Miami County, Ohio, Nov. 6, 1858 at 3
years of age came to Illinois, his parents settling
at Industry, McDonough County. When he had
reached the age of 10 years he went to Jasper
County, where he grew to manhood, received his
education in the common schools and in the law
;

department of McKendree College, graduating
from the latter, and, in 1881, located at Macomb,
McDonough County. Here he began his career
by driving a team upon the street in order to
accumulate means enabling him to devote his
entire attention to his chosen profession of law.
He soon took an active interest in politics, was
elected County Judge in 1886, and, at the expiration of his term, formed a partnership with
George D. Tunnicliffe and D. G. Tunnicliffe,
ex-Justice of the Supreme Court. In 1894 he was
a candidate for the Republican nomination for
Representative in the General Assembly, but
withdrew to prevent a split in the party; was
nominated and elected in 1896, and re-elected in
at the succeeding session of the
General Assembly, was nominated
by the Republican caucus and elected Speaker,
as he was again of the Forty -second in 1901.
VINYARD, Philip, early legislator, was born
in Pennsylvania in 1800, came to Illinois at an
early day, and settled in Pope County, which he
represented in the lower branch of the Thirteenth
and Fourteenth General Assemblies. He married
Miss Matilda McCoy, the daughter of a prominent
1898,

Illinois pioneer,

County

BLACK HAWK WAR, THE.

The episode

under the name of "The Black
Hawk War," was the most formidable conflict
between the whites and Indians, as well as the
most far-reaching in its results, that ever ocin history

curred upon the soil of Illinois. It takes its
name from the Indian Chief, of the Sac tribe,
Black Hawk (Indian name, Makatai Meshekiakiak, meaning "Black Sparrow Hawk"), who
was the leader of the hostile Indian band and a
principal factor in the struggle.
Black Hawk
had been an ally of the British during the War
of 1812-15, served with Tecumseh when the latter fell at the battle of the Thames in 1813, and,
after the war, continued to maintain friendly relations with his "British father." The outbreak

and served

number

for a

as Sheriff of

of years.

Pope

Died, at Gol-

conda, in 1862.

SUPPLEMENT
known

and,

Forty-first

NO.

in Illinois

II.

had

its

origin in

the construction

put upon the treaty negotiated by Gen. William
Henry Harrison with the Sac and Fox Indians
on behalf of the United States Government, November 3, 1804, under which the Indians transferred to the Government nearly 15,000,000 acres
of land comprising the region lying between the
Wisconsin River on the north, Fox River of Illinois on the east and southeast, and the Mississippi
on the west, for which the Government agreed to
pay to the confederated tribes less than §2,500 in
goods and the insignificant sum of Si, 000 per annum in perpetuity. While the validity of the
treaty was denied on the part of the Indians on the
ground that it had originally been entered into by
their chiefs under duress, while held as prisoners
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under a charge of murder at Jefferson Barracks,
during which they had been kept in a state of constant intoxication, it had been repeatedly reaffirmed by parts or all of the tribe, especially in
1815, in 1816, in 1822 and in 1823, and finally recognized by Black Hawk himself in i831. The part of
the treaty of 1804 which was the immediate cause
of the disagreement was that which stipulated
that, so long as the lands ceded under it remained
the property of the United States (that is, should
not be transferred to private owners), 'the Indians
'

belonging to the said tribes shall enjoy the privAlilege of living or hunting upon them."
though these lands had not been put upon the
market, or even surveyed, as "squatters" multiplied in this region little respect was paid to the
treaty rights of the Indians, particularly with
reference to those localities where, by reason of
fertility of the soil or some other natural advantage, the Indians had established something like
permanent homes and introduced a sort of crude
This was especially the case with
cultivation.
reference to the Sac village of "Saukenuk" on
the north bank of Rock River near its mouth,
where the Indians, when not absent on the chase,
had lived for over a century, had cultivated
fields of corn and vegetables and had buried their

In the early part of the last century, it is
dead.
estimated that some five hundred families had
been accustomed to congregate here, making it
As early
the largest Indian village in the West.
as 1823 the encroachments of squatters on the
rights claimed by the Indians under the treaty
of 1804 began their fields were taken possession
of by the intruders, their lodges burned and their
women and children whipped and driven away
during the absence of the men on their annual
hunts. The dangers resulting from these con;

flicts led

demand
sion of
in

Governor Edwards, as early as

1828, to

Government the expulthe Indians from Illinois, which resulted
of the General

an order from President Jackson

their removal west of the Mississippi.

in 1829 for

On

appli-

cation of Col. George Davenport, a trader of
much influence with the Indians, the time was
extended to April 1, 1830. During the preceding

year Colonel Davenport and the firm of Davenport
and Farnham bought from the United States Government most of the lands on Rock River occupied
by Black Hawk's band, with the intention, as has
been claimed, of permitting the Indians to remain.
This was not so understood by Black Hawk, wdio
was greatly incensed, although Davenport offered
to take other lands from the Government in exan arrangement to
change or cancel the sale

—
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which President Jackson would not consent.

On

their return in the spring of 1830, the Indians
found whites in possession of their village. Prevented from cultivating their fields, and their

annual hunt proving unsuccessful, the following
winter proved for them one of great hardship.
Black Hawk, having made a visit to his British
father" (the British Agent) at Maiden, Canada,
claimed to have received words of sympathy and
encouragement, which induced him to determine
In this he
to regain possession of their fields.
was encouraged by Neapope, his second in command, and by assurance of support from White
known
Cloud, a half Sac and half Winnebago
also as "The Prophet "
whose village (Prophet's
Town) was some forty miles from the mouth
of Rock River, and through whom Black Hawk
claimed to have received promises of aid in guns,
ammunition and provisions from the British.
The reappearance of Black Hawk's band in the
'

'

—

—

vicinity of his old haunts, in the spring of 1831,

produced a wild panic among the frontier settlers.
Messages were hurried to Governor Reynolds,
who had succeeded Governor Edwards in De-

cember previous, appealing for protection against
the savages. The Governor issued a call for 700
volunteers " to remove the band of Sac Indians "
at Rock Island beyond the Mississippi.
Although Gen.

E. P. Gaines of the regular

army,

commanding

the military district, thought the
regulars sufficiently strong to cope with the situation, the Governor's proclamation was responded
to by more than twice the number called for.
The volunteers assembled early in June, 1831, at
Beardstown, the place of rendezvous named in
the call, and having been organized into two regiments under command of Col. James D. Henry and
Col. Daniel Lieb, with a spy battalion under Gen.
Joseph Duncan, marched across the country and,
after effecting a junction with General Gaines'
regulars, appeared before Black Hawk's village on
In the meantime General
the 25th of June.
Gaines, having learned that the Pottawatomies,

Winnebagos and Kickapoos had promised to

join

the Sacs in their uprising, asked the assistance of
the battalion of mounted men previously offered
by Governor Reynolds. The combined armies
amounted to 2,500 men, while the fighting force

was 300. Finding himself overwhelmingly outnumbered, Black Hawk withdrew
under cover of night to the west side of the Mississippi.
After burning the village, General Gaines
of the Indians

Black Hawk of his intention to pursue
and attack his band, which had the effect to
notified

bring the fugitive chief to the General's head-
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June 30, a new treaty was
entered into by which he bound himself and his
people to remain west of the Mississippi unless
permitted to return by the United States. This

Regiment under
James Johnson. The organization of the first four regiments at Beardstown
was completed by April 27, and the force under

ended the campaign, and the volunteers returned
to their homes, although the affair had produced
an intense excitement along the whole frontier,
and involved a heavy expense.
The next winter was spent by Black Hawk and
his band on the site of old Fort Madison, in the
present State of Iowa. Dissatisfied and humil-

command of Brigadier-General Whiteside (but
accompanied by Governor Reynolds, who was
allowed pay as Major General by the General
Government) began its march to Fort Armstrong,
arriving there May 7 and being mustered into the
Uni ted States service. Among others accompanying the expedition who were then, or afterwards
became, noted citizens of the State, were Vital
Jarrot, Adjutant-General; Cyrus Edwards, Ordnance Officer; Murray McConnel, Staff Officer,
and Abraham Lincoln, Captain of a company of
volunteers from Sangamon County in the Fourth
Regiment. Col. Zachary Taylor, then commander
of a regiment of regulars, arrived at Fort Armstrong about the same time with reinforcements
from Fort Leavenworth and Fort Crawford. The
total force of militia amounted to 1,935 men, and

quarters, where, on

iated

by

his repulse of the previous year, in disre-

gard of his pledge to General Gaines, on April 6,
1832, at the head of 500 warriors and their families,
he again crossed the Mississippi at Yellow Banks abcut the site of the present city of
Oquawka, fifty miles below Rock Island, with the
intention, as claimed, if not permitted to stop at
his old village, to proceed to the Prophet's Town
and raise a crop with the Winnebagoes. Here he
was met by The Prophet with renewed assurances
of aid from the Winnebagoes, which was still
further strengthened by promises from the British Agent received through a visit by Neapope to
Maiden the previous autumn. An incident of this
invasion was the effective warning given to the
white settlers by Shabona, a friendly Ottawa
chief, which probably had the effect to prevent
a widespread massacre. Besides the towns of
Galena and Chicago, the settlements in Illinois
north of Fort Clark (Peoria) were limited to some
thirty families on Bureau Creek with a few
cabins at Hennepin, Peru, LaSalle, Ottawa, Indian Creek, Dixon, Kellogg's Grove, Apple Creek,
and a few other points. Gen. Henry Atkinson,
commanding the regulars at Fort Armstrong
(Rock Island), having learned of the arrival of
Black Hawk a week after he crossed the Mississippi, at once took steps to notify Governor Reynolds of the situation with a requisition for an
adequate force of militia to cooperate with the
regulars. Under date of April 10, 1832, the Governor issued his call for "a strong detachment of
militia," to meet by April 22, Beardstown again
being named as a place of rendezvous. The call
resulted in the assembling of a force which was
organized into four regiments under command of
Cols. John DeWitt, Jacob Fry, John Thomas and
Samuel M. Thompson, together with a spy battalion under Maj. James D. Henry, an odd battalion under Maj. Thomas James and a foot
battalion under Maj. Thomas Long. To these were
subsequently added two independent battalions
of mounted men, under command of Majors
Isaiah Stillman and David Bailey, which were

finally consolidated as the Fifth

command

of Col.

of regulars about 1,000.

An

interesting 6tory

is

told concerning a speech delivered to the volun-

by Colonel Taylor about this time. After
reminding them of their duty to obey an order
promptly, the future hero of the Mexican War
added: " The safety of all depends upon the obedience and courage of all. You are citizen soldiers; some of you may fill high offices, or even be
Presidents some day but not if you refuse to do
your duty. Forward, march!" A curious commentary upon this speech is furnished in the fact
teers

—

that, while Taylor himself afterwards

President, at least one of his hearers

became

— a volunteer

who

probably then had no aspiration to that dis(Abraham Lincoln) reached the same
position during the most dramatic period in the
tinction

—

nation's history.

Two days after the arrival at Fort Armstrong,
the advance up Rock River began, the main force
of the volunteers proceeding by land under General Whiteside, while General Atkinson, with
400 regular and 300 volunteer foot soldiers, proceeded by boat, carrying with him the artillery,
provisions and bulk of the baggage. Whiteside,
advancing by the east bank of the river, was the
first to arrive at the Prophet's Town, which,
finding deserted, he pushed on to Dixon's Ferry
(now Dixon), where he arrived May 12. Here he
found the independent battalions of Stillman and
Bailey with ammunition and supplies of which
Whiteside stood in need. The mounted battalions
under command of Major Stillman, having been
sent forward by Whiteside as a scouting party,
left Dixon on the 13th and, on the afternoon of
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the next day, went into camp in a strong position
near the mouth of Sycamore Creek. As soon discovered, Black Hawk was in camp at the same
time, as he afterwards claimed, with about forty
of his braves, on Sycamore Creek, three miles
distant, while the greater part of his band were encamped with the more war-like faction of the Pottawatomies some seven miles farther north on the
Kishwaukee River. As claimed by Black Hawk
in his autobiography, having been disappointed in
his expectation of forming an alliance with the
Winnebagoes and the Pottawatomies, he had at
this juncture determined to return to the west
Hearing of the arrival of
side of the Mississippi.
Stillman's command in the vicinity, and taking
it for granted that this was the whole of Atkinson's command, he sent out three of his young
men with a white flag, to arrange a parley and
convey to Atkinson his offer to meet the latter in
These were captured by some of Stillcouncil.
man's band regardless of their flag of truce, while
a party of five other braves who followed to observe the treatment received by the flagbearers,
were attacked and two of their number killed, the
the other three escaping to their camp. Black
Hawk learning the fate of his truce party was
aroused to the fiercest indignation. Tearing the
flag to pieces with which he had intended to go
into council with the whites, and appealing to his
followers to avenge the murder of their comrades,
he prepared for the attack. The rangers numbered 275 men, while Black Hawk's band has been
estimated at less than forty. As the rangers
caught sight of the Indians, they rushed forward
Retiring behind a fringe
in pell-mell fashion.
As
of bushes, the Indians awaited the attack.
the rangers approached, Black Hawk and his
party rose up with a war whoop, at the same time
opening fire on their assailants. The further
hist, ry of the affair was as much of a disgrace to
Stillman's command as had been their desecration of the flag of truce. Thrown into panic by
their reception by Black Hawk's little band, the
rangers turned and, without firing a shot, began
the retreat, dashing through their own camp and
abandoning everything, which fell into the hands
An attempt was made by one or
of the Indians.
of their men to check the
without success, the bulk of the fugitives continuing their mad rush for safety
through the night until they reached Dixon,
twenty-five miles distant, while many never
stopped until they reached their homes, forty

two

officers

and a few

retreat, but

or

fifty

rangers

miles

distant.

amounted

to

The
eleven

casualties to the
killed

and two
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wounded, while the Indian loss consisted of two
and one of the flag- bearers, treacherously
killed near Stillman's camp.
This ill-starred affair, which has passed into history as "Stillman's
defeat," produced a general panic along the frontier by inducing an exaggerated estimate of the
strength of the Indian force, while it led Black
Hawk to form a poor opinion of the courage of
the white troops at the same time that it led to
an exalted estimate of the prowess of his own
little band
thus becoming an important factor
in prolonging the war and in the bloody massacres
which followed. Whiteside, with his force of
1,400 men, advanced to the scene of the defeat
the next day and buried the dead, while on the
19th, Atkinson, with his force of regulars, proceeded up Rock River, leaving the remnant of
Stillman's force to guard the wounded and supplies at Dixon.
No sooner had he left than the
demoralized fugitives of a few days before despies

—

serted their post for their homes, compelling At-

kinson to return for the protection of his base of
Whiteside was ordered to follow
the trail of Black Hawk who had started up the
Kishwaukee for the swamps about Lake Koshkonong, nearly west of Milwaukee within the
present State of Wisconsin.
At this point the really active stage of the
campaign began. Black Hawk, leaving the
women and children of his band in the fastnesses
of the swamps, divided his followers into two
bands, retaining about 200 under his own command, while the notorious half-breed, Mike Girty,
led a band of one hundred renegadePottawatomies.
Returning to the vicinity of Rock Island, he
gathered some recruits from the Pottawatomies
and Winnebagoes, and the work of rapine and
massacre among the frontier settlers began. One
of the most notable of these was the Indian
Creek Massacre in LaSalle County, about twelve
miles north of Ottawa, on May 21, when sixteen
persons were killed at the Home of William
Davis, and two young girls Sylvia and Rachel
Hall, aged, respectively, 17 and 15 years were
supplies, while

—

—

away

The

were subsequently released, having been ransomed for $2,000
in horses and trinkets through a Winnebago
Chief and surrendered to sub-agent Henry
Great as was the emergency at this
Gratiot,
juncture, the volunteers began to manifest evidence of dissatisfaction and, claiming that they
had served out their term of enlistment, refused
to follow the Indians into the swamps of Wiscarried

captives.

girls

As the result of a council of war, the
volunteers were ordered to Ottawa, where they
consin.
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were mustered out on May

28,

by Lieut. Robt.

Anderson, afterwards General Anderson of Fort
Sumter fame. Meanwhile Governor Reynolds had
issued his call (with that of 1831 the third,) for
Gen.
2,000 men to serve during the war.
Winfield Scott was also ordered from the East
with 1,000 regulars although, owing to cholera
breaking out among the troops, they did not
arrive in time to take part in the campaign. The
rank and file of volunteers responding under the
new call was 3,148, with recruits and regulars
then in Illinois making an army of 4,000. Pending the arrival of the troops under the new call,
and to meet an immediate emergency, 300 men
were enlisted from the disbanded rangers for a
period of twenty days, and organized into a
regiment under command of Col. Jacob Fry,
with James D. Henry as Lieutenant Colonel and

Among those who enas Major.
privates in this regiment were Brig.Gen. Whiteside and Capt. Abraham Lincoln.
regiment of five companies, numbering 195 men,
John Thomas
listed as

A

from Putnam County under command of Col.
John Stravvn, and another of eight companies
from Vermilion County under Col. Isaac R.
Moore, were organized and assigned to guard
duty for a period of twenty days.
The new volunteers were rendezvoused at Fort
Wilbourn, nearly opposite Peru, June 15, and
organized into three brigades, each consisting of
three regiments and a sp} battalion. The First
Brigade (915 strong) was placed under command
r

Brig. -Gen.
Alexander Posey, the Second
under Gen. Milton K. Alexander, and the third
under Gen. James D. Henry. Others who served

of

some of these several organizations,
and afterwards became prominent in State history, were Lieut. -Col. Gurdon S. Hubbard of the
Vermilion County regiment John A. McClernand, on the staff of General Posey; Maj. John
Dement then State Treasurer Stinson H. Anderas officers in

;

;

;

afterwards Lieutenant-Governor; Lieut.
Gov. Zadoc Casey; Maj., William McHenry;
Sidney Breese (afterwards Judge of the State
Supreme Court and United States Senator)
W.
L. D. Ewing (as Major of a spy battalion, afterwards United States Senator and State Auditor)
Alexander W. Jenkins (afterwards LieutenantGovernor) James W. Semple (afterwards United
son,

;

;

States Senator) and William Weatherford (afterwards a Colonel in the Mexican War), and many
;

more. Of the Illinois troops, Posey's brigade
was assigned to the duty of dispersing the Indians
between Galena and Rock River, Alexander's sent
to intercept Black Hawk up the Rock River,

while Henry's remained with Gen. Atkinson at
Dixon.
During the next two weeks engagements of a more or less serious character were
had on the Pecatonica on the southern border of
the present State of Wisconsin at Apple River
Fort fourteen miles east of Galena, which was
successfully defended against a force under Black
Hawk himself, and at Kellogg's Grove the next
day (June 25), when the same band ambushed
Maj. Dement's spy battalion, and came near inflicting a defeat,
which was prevented by
Dement's coolness and the timely arrival of reinforcements.
In the latter engagement the
whites lost five killed besides 47 horses which had
been tethered outside their lines, the loss of the
Indians being sixteen killed.
Skirmishes also
occurred with varying results, at Plum River
Fort, Burr Oak Grove, Sinsiniwa and Blue
Mounds the last two within the present State of
Wisconsin.
Believing the bulk of the Indians to be camped
in the vicinity of Lake Koshkonong, General
Atkinson left Dixon June 27 with a combined
force of regulars and volunteers numbering 2,600
men the volunteers being under the command
of General Henry. They reached the outlet of the
Lake July 2, but found no Indians, being joined
two days later by General Alexander's brigade, and
on the 6th by Gen. Posey's. From here the commands of Generals Henry and Alexander were
sent for supplies to Fort Winnebago, at the Portage of the Wisconsin; Colonel Ewing, with the
Second Regiment of Posey's brigade descending
Rock River to Dixon, Posey with the remainder,
going to Fort Hamilton for the protection of
settlers in the lead-mining region, while Atkinson, advancing with the regulars up Lake Koshkonong, began the erection of temporary fortifications on Bark River near the site of the present
village of Fort Atkinson.
At Fort Winnebago
Alexander and Henry obtained evidence of the
actual location of Black Hawk's camp through
Pierre Poquette, a half-breed scout and trader
in the employ of the American Fur Company,
whom they employed with a number of Winnebagos to act as guides. From this point Alexander's command returned to General Atkinson's
headquarters, carrying with them twelve day's
provisions for the main army, while General
Henry's (600 strong), with Major Dodge's battalion
numbering 150, with an equal quantity of supplies
for themselves, started under the guidance of
Poquette and his Winnebago aids to find Black
Hawk's camp. Arriving on the 18th at the
Winnebago village on Rock River where Black
;

—

—

,
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Hawk and his band had been located, their camp
was found deserted, the Winnebagos insisting
that they had gone to Cranberry now Horicon)
Lake, a half-day's march up the river. Messen(

gers were immediately dispatched to Atkinson's
headquarters, thirty-five miles distant, to apprise

him

of this fact.

When they had proceeded

about half the distance, they struck a broad,
fresh trail, which proved to be that of Black
Hawk's band headed westward toward the MisThe guide having deserted them in
sissippi.
order to warn his tribesmen that further disdeceive
the
whites
sembling
to
as
to
the
Sacs
was usethe whereabouts of
less, the messengers were compelled to follow
him to General Henry's camp. The discovery produced the wildest enthusiasm among the volunteers, and from this time-events followed in rapid
Leaving as far as possible all incumsuccession.
brances behind, the pursuit of the fugitives was
begun without delay, the troops wading through
swamps sometimes in water to their armpits.
Soon evidence of the character of the flight the
Indians were making, in the shape of exhausted
horses, blankets, and camp equipage cast aside
along the trail, began to appear, and straggling
bands of Winnebagos, who had now begun to
desert Black Hawk, gave information that the
Indians were only a few miles in advance. On
the evening of the 20th of July Henry's forces
encamped at "The Four Lakes," the present
Black Hawk's
site of the city of Madison, Wis.
force lying in ambush the same night seven or
During the next afternoon
eight miles distant.
the rear-guard of the Indians under Neapope was
overtaken and skirmishing continued until the
bluffs of the Wisconsin were reached.
Black
,

Hawk's avowed object was to protect the passage
main body of his people across the stream.
The loss of the Indians in these skirmishes has

of the

.

women and

children

made
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prisoners.

The

re-

mainder, escaping into the woods, with few exceptions died from starvation and exposure, or
were massacred by their enemies, the MenomiDuring the
nees, acting under white officers.

night after the battle of Wisconsin Heights, a
loud, shrill voice of some one speaking in an unknown tongue was heard in the direction where
Black Hawk's band was supposed to be. This
caused something of a panic in Henry's camp, as
it was supposed to come from some one giving
orders for an attack. It was afterwards learned
that the speaker was Neapope speaking in the
Winnebago language in the hope that he might
be heard by Poquette and the Winnebago guides.
He was describing the helpless condition of his
people, claiming that the war had been forced
upon them, that their women and children were
starving, and that, if permitted peacefully to recross the Mississippi, they would give no further
trouble.
Unfortunately Poquette and the other
guides had left for Fort Winnebago, so that no
one was there to translate Neapope's appeal and
it

failed of its object.

General Henry 's force having discovered that the
Indians had escaped Black Hawk heading with
the bulk of his warriors towards the Mississippi
spent the next and day night on the field, but on
the following day (July 23) started to meet General
Atkinson, who had, in the meantime, been notified of the pursuit.
The head of their columns
met at Blue Mounds, the same evening, a complete junction between the regulars and the
volunteers being effected at Helena, a deserted
village on the Wisconsin.
Here by using the
logs of the deserted cabins for rafts, the army
crossed the river on the 27th and the 28th and the
pursuit of black Hawk's fugitive band was renewed. Evidence of their famishing condition
was found in the trees stripped of bark for food
the carcasses of dead ponies, with here and there
the dead body of an Indian.
On August 1, Black Hawk's depleted and famishing band reached the Mississippi two miles below
the mouth of the Bad Ax, an insignificant
stream, and immediately began trying to cross
the river but having only two or three canoes,
the work was slow. About the middle of the
afternoon the steam transport, "Warrior," appeared on the scene, having on board a score of
regulars and volunteers, returning from a visit
to the village of the Sioux Chief, Wabasha, to

—

i

been estimated at 40 to 68, while Black Hawk
claimed that it was only six killed, the loss of
the whites being one killed and eight wounded.
During the night Black Hawk succeeded in
placing a considerable number of the women and
children and old men on a raft and in canoes
obtained from the Winnebagos, and sent them
down the river, believing that, as non-combatants, they would be permitted by the regulars
to pass Fort Crawford, at the mouth of the WisIn this he was mistaken.
consin, undisturbed.
A force sent from the fort under Colonel Ritner to
intercept them, fired mercilessly upon the helpless fugitives, killing fifteen of their number,
while about fifty were drowned and thirty-two

;

him that his old enemies, the Sacs, were
headed in that direction. Black Hawk raised the
wdiite flag in token of surrender but the officer
notify
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command claiming that he feared treachery or
an ambush, demanded that Black Hawk should
come on board. This he was unable to do, as he
had no canoe. After waiting a few minutes a
in

murderous fire of canister and musketry was
opened from the steamer on the few Indians on
shore,

who made such

feeble resistance as they

were able. The result was the killing of one
white man and twenty-three Indians. After this
exploit the "Warrior" proceeded to Prairie du
Chien, twelve or fifteen miles distant, for fuel.
During the night a few more of the Indians
crossed the river, but Black Hawk, seeing the
hopelessness of further resistance, accompanied

by the Prophet, and taking with him a party of
ten warriors and thirty-five squaws and children,
fled in the direction of "the dells" of the Wisconsin. On the morningof the 2d General Atkinson
arrived within four or five miles of the Sac
position.
Disposing his forces with the regulars
and Colonel Dodge's rang.ersin the center, the brigades of Posey and Alexander on the right and
Henry's on the left, he began the pursuit, but
was drawn by the Indian decoys up the river
from the place where the main body of the
Indians were trying to cross the stream. This
had the effect of leaving General Henry in the rear
practically without orders, but it became the
means of making his command the prime factors
in the climax which followed.
Some of the spies
attached to Henry's command having accidentally discovered the trail of the main body of the fugitives, he began the pursuit without waiting for
orders and soon found himself engaged with some
300 savages, a force nearly equal to his own. It
was here that the only thing like a regular battle
occurred. The savages fought with the fury of
despair, while Henry's force was no doubt nerved
by the insult which
they conceived had been put upon them by Gen-

to greater deeds of courage

eral Atkinson.
Atkinson, hearing the battle in
progress and discovering that he was being led
off on a false scent, soon joined Henry's force

with his main army, and the steamer " Warrior,"
arriving from Prairie du Chien, opened a fire of
canister upon the pent-up Indians. The battle
soon degenerated into a massacre. In the course
of the three hours through which it lasted, it is estimated that 150 Indians wr ere killed by fire from
the troops, an equal number of both sexes and
all ages drowned while attempting to cross the
river or by being driven into it, while about 50
(chiefly women and children) were made prison-

The
wounded.

ers.

loss of

the whites was 20 killed and 13
the "battle" was nearing its

When

close it is said that Black Hawk, having repented
the abandonment of his people, returned within
sight of the battle-ground, but seeing the slaughter in progress which he was powerless to avert, he
turned and, with a howl of rage and horror, fled
into the forest. About 300 Indians (mostly noncombatants) succeeded in crossing the river in a
condition of exhaustion from hunger and fatigue,
but these were set upon by the Sioux under Chief

Wabasha, through the suggestion and agency of
General Atkinson, and nearly one-half their number exterminated.
Of the remainder many died
from wounds and exhaustion, while still others
perished while attempting to reach Keokuk's band
who had refused to join in Black Hawk's desperate venture. Of one thousand who crossed to the
east side of the river with Black Hawk in April,
it is estimated that not more than 150 survived
the tragic events of the next four months.
General Scott, having arrived at Prairie du Chien
early in August, assumed command and, on
August 15, mustered out the volunteers at Dixon,
111.
After witnessing the bloody climax at the

Bad Axe

of his ill-starred invasion, Black

Hawk

the Wisconsin, where he and
the Prophet surrendered themselves to the Win.
nebagos, by whom they were delivered to the
Indian Agent at Prairie du Chien.
Having been
taken to Fort Armstrong on September 21, he
there signed a treaty of peace. Later he was
taken to Jefferson Barracks (near St. Louis) in
the custody of Jefferson Davis, then a Lieutenant
in the regular army, where he was held a captive
during the following winter. The connection of
Davis with the Black Hawk War, mentioned by
many historians, seems to have been confined to
In April, 1833, with the Prophet and
this act.
fled to the dells of

Neapope, he w as taken to Washington and then
where they were detained as
prisoners of war until June 4, when they were
Black Hawk, after being taken to many
released.
principal cities in order to impress him with the
strength of the American nation, was brought to
Fort Armstrong, and there committed to the
guardianship of his rival, Keokuk, but survived
this humiliation only a few years, dying on a
small reservation set apart for him in Davis
County, Iowa, October 3, 1838.
Such is the story of the Black Hawk War, the
most notable struggle with the aborigines in Illinois history.
At its beginning both the State
and national authorities were grossly misled by
an exaggerated estimate of the strength of Black
T

to Fortress Monroe,

Hawk's

force as to

numbers and

recovering the site of his

old

his plans
village,

for

while
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Hawk had conceived a low estimate of the
numbers and courage of his white enemies, especially after the Stillman defeat. The cost of
the war to the State and nation in money has been
estimated at $'2, 000, 000, and in sacrifice of life
on both sides at not less than 1,200. The loss of
life by the troops in irregular skirmishes, and in
massacres of settlers by the Indians, aggregated
about 250, while an equal number of regulars
perished from a visitation of cholera at the
various stations within the district affected by

deeply the studied purpose of his superior to
ignore him in the conduct of the campaign
purpose which, as in the affair at the Bad Axe,
was defeated by accident or by General Henry's
soldierly sagacity and attention to duty, although
he gave out to the public no utterance of complaint.
Broken in health by the hardships and
exposures of the campaign, he went South soon
after the war and died of consumption, unknown
and almost alone, in the city of New Orleans, less
two years later.

the war, especially at Detroit, Chicago, Fort
Armstrong and Galena. Yet it is the judgment
of later historians that nearly all this sacrifice of
life and treasure might have been avoided, but
for a series of blunders due to the blind or unscrupulous policy of officials or interloping squatters upon lands which the Indians had occupied
under the treaty of 1804. A conspicious blunder

Aside from contemporaneous newspaper acmonographs, and manuscripts on file
in public libraries relating to this epoch in State
history, the most comprehensive records of the
Black Hawk War are to be found in the " Life of
Black Hawk," dictated by himself (1834) Wakefield's "History of the War between the United
States and the Sac and Fox Nations" (1834);
Drake's" Life of Black Hawk" (1854); Ford's
"History of Illinois" (1854); Reynolds' " Pioneer History of Illinois; and ''My Own Times";
Davidson & Stuve's and Moses' Histories of Illinois; Blanchard's " The Northwest and Chicago"
Armstrong's "The Sauks and the Black Hawk
War," and Reuben G. Thwaite's "Story of the
Black Hawk War" (1892.)
CHICAGO HEIGHTS, a village in the southern
part of Cook County, twenty -eight miles south of
the central part of Chicago, on the Chicago &
Eastern Illinois, the Elgin, Joliet & Eastern and
the Michigan Central Railroads is located in an
agricultural region, but has some manufactures
as well as good schools also has one newspaper.
Population (1900), 5,100.
GRANITE, a city of Madison Couuty, located
five miles north of St. Louis on the lines of the
Burlington
the Chicago & Alton Cleveland,
Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis; Chicago, Peoria
& St. Louis (Illinois), and the Wabash Railways.
It is adjacent to the Merchants' Terminal Bridge
across the Mississippi and has considerable manufacturing and grain-storage business; has two
newspapers. -Population (1900), 3,122.
HARLEM, a village of Proviso Township, Cook
County, and suburb of Chicago, on the line of the
Chicago & Northwestern Railroad, nine miles
west of the terminal station at Chicago. Harlem
originally embraced the village of Oak Park, now
a part of the city of Chicago, but, in 1884, was set
off and incorporated as a village.
Considerable
manufacturing is done here. Population (1900),

Black

—

was
it
call
by no harsher name
the violation by Stillman's command of the
rules of civilized warfare in the attack made
upon Black Hawk's messengers, sent under
flag of truce to request a conference to settle
terms under which he might return to the west
to

side of the Mississippi

—an act

which resulted

in

a humiliating and disgraceful defeat for its
authors and proved the first step in actual war.
Another misfortune was the failure to understand
Neapope's appeal for peace and permission for his
people to pass beyond the Mississippi the night
after the battle of Wisconsin Heights; and the
third and most inexcusable blunder of all, was
the refusal of the officer in command of the
"Warrior " to respect Black Hawk's flag of truce
and request for a conference just before the
bloody massacre which has gone into history

under the name of the

" battle of the

Bad

Axe.''

Either of these events, properly availed of, would
have prevented much of the butchery of that
bloody episode which has left a stain upon the
page of history, although this statement implies
no disposition to detract from the patriotism and
courage of some of the leading actors upon whom
the responsibility was placed of protecting the
One
frontier settler from outrage and massacre.
of the features of the war was the bitter jealousy
engendered by the unwise policy pursued by

General Atkinson towards some of the volunespecially the treatment of General James
D. Henry, who, although subjected to repeated
slights and insults, is regarded by Governor Ford
and others as the real hero of the war. Too
brave a soldier to shirk any responsibility and
too modest to exploit his own deeds, he felt

teers

—

—

counts,

;

;

;

—

;

;

4,085.

HARVEY, a city of Cook County, and an important manufacturing suburb of the city of Chi-
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cago, three miles southwest of the southern city

on the line of the Illinois Central
and the Chicago & Grand Trunk Railways, and
has extensive manufactures of harvesting, street
and steam railway machinery, gasoline stoves,
enameled ware, etc. also has one newspaper and
ample school facilities. Population (1900), 5,395.
limits.

It is

;

IOWA CENTRAL RAILWAY,

a railway line

111., and
Manly Junction, nine miles north of Mason City,
Iowa, with several lateral branches making connections with Centerville, Newton, State Center,
Story City, Algona and Northwood in the latter
The total length of line owned, leased
State.
and operated by the Company, officially reported
in 1899, was 508.98 miles, of which 89.76 milesincluding 3.5 miles trackage facilities on the
Peoria & Pekin Union between Iowa Junction
and Peoria — were in Illinois. The Illinois division extends from Keithsburg where it enters

having

its

principal termini at Peoria,

—

—

the State at the crossing of the Mississippi to
Peoria. —(History.) The Iowa Central Railway
Company was originally chartered as the Central

Railroad

Company

of

Iowa and the road com-

pleted in October, 1871. In 1873 it passed into
the hands of a receiver and, on June 4, 1879, was

reorganized under the name of the Central Iowa
Railway Company. In May, 1883, this company
purchased the Peoria & Farmington Railroad,
which was incorporated into the main line, but
defaulted and passed into the hands of a receiver
December 1, 1886; the line was sold under foreclosure in 1887 and 1888, to the Iowa Central

Railway Company, which had effected a new
organization on the basis of 811,000,000 common
stock, $6,000,000 preferred stock and §1,379,625
temporary debt certificates convertible into preferred stock, and $7, 500, 000 first mortgage bonds.

The transaction was completed, the receiver discharged and the road turned over to the new
company, May 15, 1889.— (Financial). The total
capitalization of the road in 1899 was §21,337,558,
of which 814,159,180 was in stock, §6,650,095 in
bonds and §528,283 in other forms of indebtedness.
The total earnings and income of the line in Illinois for the same year were §532,568, and the expenditures §566,333.
SPARTA, a city of Randolph County, situated
on the Centralia & Chester and the Mobile &
Ohio Railroads, twenty miles northwest of Chester and fifty miles southeast of St. Louis.
It has

a number of manufacturing establishments, including plow factories, a woolen mill, a cannery
and creameries also has natural gas. The first
settler was James McClurken, from South Carolina, who settled here in 1818.
He was joined by
James Armour a few years later, who bought
land of McClurken, and together they laid out
a village, which first received the name of Columbus. About the same time Robert G. Shannon, who had been conducting a mercantile business in the vicinity, located in the town and
became the first Postmaster. In 1839 the name
of the town was changed to Sparta. Mr. McClurken, its earliest settler, appears to have been a
man of considerable enterprise, as he is credited
with having built the first cotton gin in this vi;

cinity, besides still later, erecting

saw and

flour

Sparta was incorporated
as a village in 1837 and in 1859 as a city.
A colony of members of the Reformed Presbyterian
Church (Covenanters or "Seceders'') established
at Eden, a beautiful site about a mile from
Sparta, about 1822, cut an important figure in
the history of the latter place, as it became the
means of attracting here an industrious and
thriving population. At a later period it became
one of the most important stations of the 'Underground Railroad" (so called) in Illinois (which
The population of Sparta (1890) was 1,979;
see).
mills and a woolen mill.

'

(1900), 2,041.

TOLUCA,
on the

a city of Marshall County situated

line of the Atchison,

Topeka

&

Santa Fe

Railroad, 18 miles southwest of Streator.

It is in

the center of a rich agricultural district has the
usual church and educational facilities of cities
Population
of its rank, and two newspapers.
;

(1900), 2,629.

WEST HAMMOND, a village situated in the
northeast corner of Thornton Township, Cook
County, adjacent to Hammond, Ind., from which
It is on
it is separated by the Indiana State line.
the Michigan Central Railroad, one mile south of
the Chicago City limits, and has convenient access to several other lines, including the Chicago
& Erie; New York, Chicago & St. Louis, and
Western Indiana Railroads. Like its Indiana
neighbor, it is a manufacturing center of much
importance, was incorporated as a village in
1892, and has grown rapidly within the last few
years, having a population, according to the census of 1900, of 2,935.

Kane County.

Kaive Co. III.
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I.

the white man, the Indian vanished as a passing vapor; he disappeared and left no trace of
his long occupancy. Whoever attempts to trace
the history of Indian tribes, delves amid mists

and shadows.
from uncertain data, it appears
Pottawatomies, who were the immediate predecessors of the white man, were a
branch of the Algonquin stock, differing in
dialect, customs and characteristics from the
Speaking

INDIANS.

ABORIGINAL OCCUPANTS INDIAN TRIBES IN ILLINOIS TERRITORY— SOME NOTABLE INDIAN CHIEFS
THE STORY OF WAUBONSIE AND NEOQUA
WATER ROUTES AND PORTAGES CONNECTING THE

—

LAKES WITH THE ILLINOIS AND MISSISSIPPI
RIVERS INDIAN CONFEDERACY OF THE ILLINOIS
INDIAN MOUNDS AND BURIAL GROUNDS.

—

To note the development of a great State is
a rare privilege, and to observe the transition
of any considerable portion of a great commonwealth, from its primal wildness to a condition of high culture, both in its material features and in the mental and moral characteristics of its inhabitants, is wonderfully interesting.
In no fuller measure has such peculiar
opportunity been given to any people than to
the early settlers of the Fox River valley in
Northern Illinois. Less than four-score years
have passed since the untutored savage, with
nature's countless forms of animal and vegetable life, alone had lived and died, through
countless ages, on the banks of its beautiful
streams,

amid

its

lovely woodlands and across

verdant prairies. For untold centuries no
sound, save nature's multitudinous voices, had
broken the vast solitude. With the advent of

its
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that

the

Sioux, the Iroquois, or the Illinois (Illini

We

—Lin-

Pottawatomies first mentioned in 1639, as then located upon the northerly bank of Lake Huron. A half century later,
they showed Pere Marquette the narrow
summit between the waters of the Fox River
9
of Wisconsin, emptying into Green Bay, and of
River,
tributary
the
the
Wisconsin
to
Mississippi, near the present city of Portage;
and placed him upon the long, marvelous
waterway, through the heart of the continent to
Steadily they pushed the
the Southern Gulf.
different branches of the Miamis down the
western shore of Lake Michigan, and about
1718 the Weas a branch of the Miamis
abandoned their village at Chicago, through
fear of the "Canoe Indians" the Pottawatomies. Their name signifies "we are making a
fire;" and, from their roaming habits, other
Indians spoke of them as "squatters." A careful enumeration of the Indians in
Illinois
made by Governor Edwards showed that, in
1809, the Pottawatomies had about three hundred and fifty warriors on the Little Calumet
and Kankakee Rivers about three hundred
near Chicago, and one hundred and eighty on
Of
the Calumet, DesPlaines and Fox Rivers.
ni-wek).

find the

—

—

—
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these Waubonsie was the head

Thomas

War

Chief.

In

McKenney's "History of the Indian
Tribes of North America," published by the
War Department of the United States Government, we have a sketch of his life and a
L.

colored portrait of the great chieftain. It says:

"He was the

principal

war

chief of the Pot-

tawatomies of the prairie, who sold their lands
in Illinois and Indiana to the United States,
and accepted other territory west of the Mississippi River, to which they agreed to remove.
In 1835 he visited Washington for the purpose,
he said, of taking his Great Father by the
hand, and the next year he led his people to
their new home near Council Bluffs, Iowa,
where, in 1838, he is still living."
In 1833 the principal village of this portion
tribe extended loosely along the west

of the

bank
city

of
of

Fox River from the site of the present
Aurora to Mill Creek; and a smaller

village in

command

of Nic-o-wah

was

located

on the east bank of the river, just below where
Dundee now stands, in the sheltered glade known
as "Granny Russell's Hollow." The few settlers

who

start without the

head of the

ever, so troubled Captain

States

the

of

officers

tribe.

This, how-

Dodson and the United

escort,

that,

although

upon the journey, Dodson
with only three men returned, and surprised
the chief surrounded by the remnant of his
people.
An entire day was spent in trying to
several days distant

induce him to follow his tribe in accordance
with his promise, but only a sullen dissent was
the result until just at evening, when, by promises and presents, the Captain succeeded in
getting the squaws aboard his wagons and
started westward. This was too much for old
Waubonsie who could not live without his
squaws, and, with a last, sad look over the
lovely valley of the Fox, which had been his
hunting grounds and where he had marshalled
his dusky warriors, he took up the line of
march, following his people with a subdued

and broken spirit." It is said that his son, the
young chief, Neoqua, was a pleasant fellow
and a great favorite with the settlers; but, true
to his Indian nature, he would not work; he
said:
"Me hunt the meat, squaw hunt the

say they were lazy, dirty vagabonds,
slightly sheltered in comfortless te-pees, destitute of furniture or conveniences of any kind.

corn." It is reported that Waubonsie's system
and discipline were such that he could assemble
five hundred armed warriors in six hours' time;
It is
but this is doubtless an exaggeration.

They were

also

lived near these Indians before their re-

moval,

quite respectful, almost subservient,

in their intercourse
ful,

A

with the whites; not truth-

incorrigible beggars,

and inclined

to pilfer.

venerable lady, who for months lived near
the much superior wigwam (or council house)
of the chief, describes him as a large, fine-looking, powerful man, over six feet in height, with
She says he
a kindly and pleasant bearing.
was an intelligent, considerate husband and
father, and ruled his people well.
She declares
that his name was not Waubonsie, but that the
Indians pronounced it as spelled Wah-bn-seh
the accent being upon the first and the last
syllables, especially upon the last, while the
second was a mere buzzing or humming sound.
Captain Charles B. Dodson, late of Geneva,
111., contracted with the Government to furnish
transportation for the tribe to their new reservation; and he is recorded as saying the chief
promised him "to be ready with his people on a
certain morning to start upon the long journey,
but he found on reaching the old chief's wigwam at the time designated, only a portion of
the tribe had assembled. Waubonsie, a portion
of his warriors and his squaws, were nowhere
to be found, and the escort was compelled to

reported

Neoqua

during the great war,
regiment of his people in
served faithfully in the Union

raised

that,

a

Kansas, and
Army.
The Indians, the hunters and trappers, and
the "voyageurs" and priests of the days where
tradition and history dimly merge, had three
water routes and portages connecting the
great system of northern rivers and the lower
lakes with the Illinois and Mississippi, viz:

By the St. Joseph to South Bend or "Mishwaukie," with portage to the head-waters of
the Kankakee or Theakiki; by the Calumet
with portage to the Kankakee; and by the
South Chicago and Mud Lake with portage to
the Des Plaines, and from these several portages

down

the rivers

this great

named

highway

to the Illinois.

to the Mississippi

Along

many

sad

and thrilling tragedies of savage life were enacted; and along this route, and the trails connected with it, .the first soldiers and settlers
found their way into the new land.
The "Illinois" was the collective name of a
confederacy of five separate tribes, namely: the
Kaskaskias, the Cahokias, the Tamaroas. the
and they
Peorias, and
the Mitchigamies;
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possessed the country along the Illinois River
from the Kankakee and Des Plaines to the
Mississippi, and southerly past the center of the

"Pere Membre"

State.

states

that,

their chief village, which he called

in

1680,

"La Van-

contained some seven thousand souls,
and was situated about a mile southerly from
Starved Rock (Fort St. Louis), near the site of
turn,"

the present village of Utica.

the
far
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Indians, individuals appeared who rose
above their low environment; yet their

rarity but flashes into more vivid distinctness
the brutal characteristics of the race.
They
passed as the wild beasts and birds have perished, and, while there is pathos and pity that
it

should be

so,

nevertheless

it is

CHAPTER

II.

well.

Doubtless they

were the most manly and humane of any of
the western tribes, with a stronger inclination
toward progress and civilization. Their complete annihilation, under the repeated assaults
of the Iroquois, the Foxes and the Pottawatomies, is among the most pathetic tragedies

TOPOGRAPHY AND FLORA.

of Indian tradition or history.

But Kane County, situated some distance up
the valley of the Fox, was a little removed
from this great water highway, and there is no
tradition

within

of

its

any encounter of the aborigines
peaceful

borders.

Indolent,

im-

gluttonous and cruel, they had
roamed over these fertile lands during countless generations.
As a race, they developed no
provident,

moral force, evolved no national
governmental system worthy of perpetuation, indicated no inventive genius whatever,
and seemed utterly incapable of progress
toward better conditions. No enduring monument did they rear, no structure of beauty or
utility did they erect, and there is no trace of

UNWILLING

MIGRATION OF THE POTTAWATOMIES
WEST OF THE MISSISSIPPI THE FOX RIVER
VALLEY NATURAL BEAUTY OF ITS SCENERY AND

—

FERTILITY OF ITS

SOIL

—RICH TIMBER LANDS
—INDIGENOUS FRUITS,

AND MINIATURE LAKES
FLOWERS AND PLANTS.

intellectual or

or

literature

or art

They

in

all

their

traditions

or

nothing to mark
their long, long occupancy, save the narrow
trail which the elements and vegetation almost
obliterated in a single year, and the low
mounds above their dead warriors that cultivation quickly smoothed into utter oblivion. Old
settlers at Elgin well remember the group of
such mounds thickly covering some fifteen or
twenty acres between Highland Avenue and
Wing Street, on the southeast quarter of Section 10.
Three of them, protected by the
orchard fence and sod near the Washington
Wing homestead, are still plainly visible on the
north side of Wing Street. A map of the State,
published in 1837, indicates them by stars as
"old Indian mounds" situated just west of Fox
River, although the old map shows no settlement of any kind between Chicago and Galena,
except Bloomingdale at Meacham's Grove.
The fine cities along the Fox River, and
from thence westward, were then but names, or
a few settlers' cabins. Now and again among
history.

left absolutely

The Pottawatomies very

reluctantly turned
unwilling footsteps westward, for they
had some appreciation of the beauty and
bounty of the land they were leaving forever.
In this middle valley of the Fox there were
no bad lands. It was all easy to traverse, delightful to the eye, and wonderfully productive
of the food suited to savage life.
The seasons
were temperate with few heavy snow falls in
winter, and the climate healthy and invigorattheir

ing.

The woodland and

prairies

abounded

in

game, and the streams were teeming with excellent food-fishes.
There were no tangled
forests, no large impenetrable swamps nor vast
prairies, but a continued succession of gentle,
sloping hills and smiling valleys, covered with
rich verdure and beautiful forest glades.
The
flower-bedecked prairies were bordered by fair
woodlands and dotted with shady groves.

Through that portion of the valley now included within the boundaries of Kane County,
the Fox River held its course from the north
nearly due south.
Its waters were clear and
pure, fed by innumerable creeks

and

was

and springs,

connected with any large
sloughs or swamps.
Its bed was clean gravel
with a few short stretches of limestone rock; its
channel of quite uniform depth, with a quick,
steady flow or current, while its banks, both
it

not
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in prairie

and woodland, along

its

whole course,

sloped gently to the water's edge. On its west
bank, Tyler, Ferson's and Mill Creeks were its

while from the east
Popple Creek was the only stream of similar
Yet, upon each
size contributing its waters.
bank, very many fine brooks and contiguous
springs were feeding its whole course with
In ordinary times it
their pure, cool waters.
was never a deep stream; but in those early
days, when the whole surface of the land was
covered with the tough prairie sod, like an
almost impenetrable thatch, the heavy rains
and, in spring, melting snows, poured volumes
of water into all its tributaries, that frequently
overflowed their banks and so filled the river
that it became a torrent impassable to man or
And, when the ice broke after a severe
beast.
winter and came sweeping down with the spring
principal

tributaries,

was

freshet, its force

irresistible,

and the

bridges and

dams were swept away

before

mad

the

like straws

Probably

floods.

first

the

river

and also each of these tributary streams,
have diminished nearly one-half in size and
itself,

The winter cutting

flow of current.

of thou-

sands and hundreds of thousands of tons of

from

ice

frozen surface, and the erection of so
dams and bridges, together with the

its

many

much

of its water
and towns along
bank, have so diminished its volume and

constant

diversion

of

so

for the use of the fine cities
its

current that

it

is

now

easily controlled.

The

narrow, as the summit
toward Lake Michigan is but eight or ten miles
eastward, while, from ten or twelve miles westward, the drainage flows to the distant Rock
river

valley

is

very

River.

A number

of lakes or ponds, covering

fifteen to eighty or

more acres

existed along its western water-shed.

Lake on the

from

each, formerly

Nelson's

between the townships of
Batavia and Blackberry, and Lily Lake, just
east of the Campton and Virgil line, were probably the largest and deepest of them.
Quite
a body of deep water covered a portion of the
northwest quarter of Section 8, and another
larger, but shallower, lay on the east line of
line

southeast quarter of Section 16, both in
Elgin Township.
The latter was the source
of the north branch of Ferson's Creek, and
Lily Lake was the source of the south branch.
There were many other smaller ponds in the
the

.

county.

The greater absorption

of the rainfall by the

earth under cultivation, and a thorough system of open ditches and covered tiling, have

completely drained these reservoirs, and the
former sloughs; and today these low-lying
lands are among the most productive in the
county. Each township has one or more clear
running spring brooks, and yet so well defined
and straight is the summit between the Fox
and Rock Rivers, that the dividing line of the
two western tiers of townships of the county
does not cross a single stream.
The banks of the river and of its principal
tributaries were usually bordered with a fine
growth of forest trees, the white, black, red
and burr-oaks being most numerous; but there
were also shag-bark and bitter hickories, white
and black ash, sugar maples, black walnut and
butternut, several varieties of elms, basswood,
poplar, sycamore trees,

and a few cedars.

On

the east bank of the river there was a body
of magnificent timber, extending from the south
line of the county northward to Batavia, called
the "Big Woods," and a similar growth, reach-

ing from Geneva to the north line of St.
Charles Township, was called the "Little
Woods."
These tracts were covered with a
growth of hardwood trees, standing so thickly
and of such stately proportions as to fully
lands."
justify their designation as "timber
There were many splendid oaks, maples and
black walnuts, whose massive boles would
square over two feet, which rose straight as
arrows, with a height of thirty or forty feet to
the first spreading branches which formed their
lofty crowns, and whose huge limbs often produced logs sixteen feet in length that could be
For many years these timber
split into rails.
lands produced large quantities of hewed and
sawed timber, ties, planks and boards, for
building dams, mills, bridges, plank-roads,

rail-

ways and various other structures; while also
supplying rails, stakes and posts for fencing,
and fuel for the communities located along the
river.

On

the northeast quarter of Section 1, in
Township, there was a small tract
of very remarkable forest and plant growth
Each vaknown as the "Cedar Swamp."

Elgin

riety

of

reached

the
their

forest

trees

perfection

above

here;

mentioned

and,

in

ad-

were great red and white cedars,
but with low immense trunks, and

dition, there

not tall
From single points of
very large branches.
view more than a dozen varieties of splendid
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forest trees could be seen in close proximity,

besides very

many

and beautiful

species of rare

swamp and woodland

shrubs,

plants,

ferns,

flowers and grasses.

Copious springs of clear,
cold water bubbled up from the depths of
boggy hillsides, over which you could pick your
cautious way on slimy, moss-covered logs, and
into whose oozy depths one could easily thrust
a pole amid submerged decaying logs ten or
fifteen feet.
Mr. Burgess Truesdell, an educated gentleman and student, and a close observer of nature, declared that, on no other
so restricted space, had he ever seen or read of
an equal variety and beauty of plant life. A
half-dozen sparkling streams hurried to the
near-by river, and in their pure, cold water the
fastidious brook trout were successfully propagated in later years.
Until despoiled by the
greedy hand of man, it was indeed a scene of
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wild plum, the immense bouquet of the crabapple in bloom, the wild rose and eglantine, the

beds

beautiful

the

lilies,

knight
called

phlox,

of

with

swaying

great

("green
plume," the children
wonderfully delicate tinted

a

flower

scarlet

the

it);

lady-slipper,

the

cardinal

brilliant

and

the bright and lovely pro-

all

cession of wild flower and fruit that swept on

through the glowing summer, until the chill
winds of autumn ushered in the golden Indian
summer, with its soft air and mellow haze.
Upon the broad canvas of green verdure, nature
painted pictures of exquisite color and charming loveliness.

Though now nearing life's radiant sunset,
what man or woman is there who lived in
this favored land in the pioneer days,

not

still

delicious

recall,

with a

wild-strawberries

who

does

of pleasure, the

thrill

and

the

yellow

rare forest beauty.

ground-cherries, that bloomed and ripened on

of the townships lying away from the
had woodland amply sufficient for the
buildings and fences of the early days, and

the sunny slope of some familiar hillside; the
deep blue of the indigo plant ("horse-fiddle");
the tall sunflower-like rosin weed, whose broken

for domestic use as fuel.

stems exuded such delicious white gum; the
swaying golden-rod and innumerable daisies
and asters; the wood anemones and mandrakes
or "May apples;" and, with greater or less distinctness, dear memories of his or her chosen

Each

river

area

fertile

equal

It

is

doubtful

if

a

Kane County could be

to

found in which prairie, woodland and water
were more equally and favorably distributed.
Beside these trees of larger growth, were
found the' smaller varieties ironwoods, wil-

—

lows,

wild

cherries,

crab-apples,

thorn-apples,

wild plums and the like, in great abundance.
Hazel, blackberry, raspberry, gooseberry and
black currant bushes grew in great profusion;

and wild grape vines made luxuriant growth
along the borders of the streams.
The nuts
and mast, and the wild fruits of the forest
furnished, in early times, quite abundant, and
always palatable and wholesome, food for
man, beast and bird. The open prairies were
thickly covered with rich verdure from the nutritious upland grass to the coarse wire and
the rank broad-leaved grasses, and the rushes
and lilies of the sloughs and ponds. Over both
woodland and prairie, from early spring until
the sharp frosts of near-by winter, there passed

a constant procession

How

delightful

to

of

recall,

bloom and beauty.
even

in

fleeting

and happy memories of those early
days, the lovely panorama of the spring, summer and autumn time. First, the springing
grasses, the pussy willows and hazel tassels, the
opening buds of the young hickories and the
shy blooming of the wind flower; then the
snowy white of the fragrant hawthorn and
visions

favorites
lovely

among

wild

the

flowers

countless
that,

in

varieties

rich

of

profusion,

decked with beauty and fragrance this home
Many, very many, of these
are lost and gone; yet J. H. Becker, Esq., an
ardent lover of nature, furnishes this list of
blossoming shrubs and plants that still may be
found in quiet nooks undisturbed by cultivaof their childhood?

rue; wood anemone; starmandrake; spring beauty; Dutchman's

Blood-root;

tion:

flower;

white trillium; wild sarsaparilla;
Solomon's seal; false Solomon's seal; dogwood; red-berried elder; white and yellow
breeches;

poison ivy; Virginia creeper; oxeyed daisy; Indian pipe; field chickweed; white
and yellow water-lily; poke -weed; wild carrot;
jimson
water-parsnip;
arrow-head;
yarrow;
weed; white, blue and purple asters; boneset;
marsh marigold; dog-tooth; yellow, white and
purple violets; celandine; yellow and white
lady-slipper; small yellow and white lady-slipwood-sorrel;

per;

meadow

lily;

wood

lily;

pond

lily;

yel-

low star-grass; butter and eggs; St. John's
wort; mullen; jewel weed; evening primrose;
elecampane;
golden-rod;
black-eyed
Susan;
wild and swamp sunflower; stick tight; tansy;
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milk-weed;

bouncing

wake

bine;

fire-weed;

Bet;

painted

robin;

cup;

columcardinal

liverwort; phlox (many
geranium; blue-eyed grass; blue
spider wort; Indian tobacco; white and

flower;

honey-suckle;

varieties);
flag;

fringed gentian; skunk cabbage;
Jack in the pulpit; wild hyacinth; pussy wil-

blue gentian;

lows; buttercups;
wild roses;
rosin
leeks;
weed; ground cherry; strawberry; cat tail; red
root,

and many varieties of

ferns.

CHAPTER

III.

and other of the early explorers mentioned"
them in their reports of the country, and the
early settlers found indubitable proofs of their
former presence in the decaying skulls, horns
and bones of these animals which remained;
and also in the numerous paths and "wallows^
which were said to have been made by the
buffalo.
Each of these- evidences indicated
that the living animals had vanished many
years before. The Indians also told of the time
when their fathers would encircle* on three
sides, great numbers of buffalo and quietly
stalk and drive them toward the high bluff of
the Illinois River, a little below Ottawa still
known as "Buffalo Rock" and, at the proper
time, by suddenly rushing, leaping and shouting at the herd, throw it into a wild stampede,
and plunge it in a mad frenzy over the
precipice upon the rocks below, thus killing
hundreds of them at a single drive. The en-

WILD ANIMALS, BIRDS AND REPTILES.

tire

INDIAN TRADITION OF

WINTER ILLINOIS
THE EARLY HABITAT OF THE BISON AND THE
ELK INDIAN LEGEND ABOUT BUFFALO ROUNDUPS AT BUFFALO ROCK MYSTERIOUS DISAPPEARANCE OF THE LARGER ANIMALS FROM
ILLINOIS SOIL

A

COLD

PRINCIPAL REPTILES

—

—

—BIRD

LIFE

IN ILLINOIS.

The Indians told the early settlers a tradirelated by their fathers of a very long
and very cold winter, many years ago, when
the snow covered the tops of the young trees
and remained very late in the spring. As the
story goes, the cold was so bitter and so steady
that many Indians and all the game perished,
being starved and frozen; that very late in the
spring there was a sudden change to summerlike weather, accompanied by a warm, heavy
tion

rain; that it rained for many days, melting
the snow so fast that the land was deluged with
water, when many more of the Indians were

drowned; also that the savage beasts which
had lived through the cold upon the carcasses
of the starved and frozen animals, were all
drowned in the flood. They showed marks and
scars, high upon the trees, which they declared
had been made by the drift and ice upon the
rushing torrents.
This tradition was, doubtless, highly exaggerated; yet there is great probability of a
modicum of truth in the substance of the
tale;
for unquestionably this was once the
habitat of the bison and elk.
Pere Marquette

absence of these animals in a land pe-

culiarly adapted to their production,

nishing,

in

bounteous

profusion,

and

the
indicates

fur-

food

necessary for their support,
their
extermination in some sudden and unusual
manner. And the meager number of Indians
themselves gives strong color of probability to
the substance of the tradition.
The tradition tends also to explain the absence of the larger beasts of prey. Occasionally
a bear, a panther or a timber wolf was seen,
but these were only individual instances, and
so rare as to give no trouble to the pioneers.
Prairie wolves were very numerous, but they
should not be confounded with the coyotes of
the western plains.
They were much larger
and bolder than the latter. In size they were
midway between the timber wolf and coyote.
Many a good dog would hesitate to give battle
a full-grown one, and a pair were more
than a match for any dog. They fought with
quick rapid snaps, and their powerful jaws
made their sharp teeth cut like knives. They
were sneaking and cowardly enough; yet they
were crafty and persistent, and, when hungry
and emboldened by numbers, or when cornered
and desperate, they were formidable fighters.
The common red deer were very abundant,
and were often seen in herds of ten or a dozen.
to

From

1840 to 1850

many men made

the winters

by hunting them for sale upon the
market. Rabbits swarmed in the timber and
openings, and raccoons and fox-squirrels were
abundant. Foxes were not numerous; neither
profitable
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were there many wild-cats of any kind.
casionally a Canadian lynx

was found.

Oc-

None

of the water-courses bore indication of the pres-

ence of beaver at any time, but now and
then an otter was taken. These animals were
observed upon the river as late as in the '50s.
Muskrats were very numerous, and their
houses may still be occasionally seen along the
water-courses.
Minks, weasels and skunks
seem appurtenant to civilization, and are about
as

numerous and about as destructive

of

do-

now as they ever were. A large gray
gopher and innumerable little striped gophers
were found in the country, and are still here,
each quite destructive of the newly planted
grain.
There were, and still are, plenty of
chipmunks, also of fox-squirrels, and a few
black and gray squirrels in the woods. Woodchucks and house-rats and mice came with
civilization, but
moles and field-mice were
here when the first settlers came. The soil had
never been turned by the plow and their snug
burrows thus destroyed, and the collective
broods of all sorts, varieties and species of
mestic fowls

jumping creatures that find
and under the surface of the earth,
had multiplied and increased without measure,
and incredible numbers of insects some very
beautiful and others exceedingly repulsive
swarmed on every side during the whole warm
creeping, crawling,
shelter on

—

season.

Many

varieties

of

small,

innocuous snakes

—

great abundance the common
milk-snake, water-snake, striped (or "garter")

were found

in

and green snakes being most numerous.

Scores

of the mottled water-snakes could be seen

on

any quiet bright summer day about the log,
brush and dirt dams at the saw-mills, sunning
themselves in the warm light, and slipping
quickly and silently out of sight upon the approach of an intruder. There were at least a
dozen varieties of harmless snakes that, in the
early days, abounded in great numbers.
The
rattlesnakes, called by the Indians "Massasau-

were also very numerous. The children
at play in the door-yard found them, and the
men in the fields pitched them upon the loads
in the bundles of grain and forkfuls of hay.
They were a very poisonous reptile and, unless
their bite were quickly attended to, it was
liable to result seriously.
To man, or to the
faithful dog, it might prove fatal. Horses and
cattle avoided it with terror; yet upon them its
virus rarely, if ever, produced death.
Hogs
gas,"

manifested no fear of
it

The hog

for food.
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it

whatever, and sought

utterly indifferent to its

strike, would greedily seize it with his teeth,
put his front feet upon it, and tear it to pieces
and devour it. A courageous dog would sometimes seize one near its head and shake its life
out so quickly as to escape its fangs; but
usually he received a venomous stroke that

seemed

to

produce intense agony for several

days, yet rarely proved fatal.

was a

The massasauga

slow-moving, stupid creature, apparently incapable of fear. It had but two quick
movements. Its dull filmy eyes seemed nearly
blind, and its motions purposeless and clumsy;
dull,

upon the

but,

—

slightest disturbance,

it

slid into

head at the center and raised two
or three inches above the ground its rattleequipped tail on the outer periphery of the coil,
sounded its warning with a quivering movement so rapid as to be almost invisible. Upon
near attack it struck with widely extended
jaws in a quick strong action of the head, projecting its stroke about one-third the length
of its body, and it was not rapid in recovering
its position for another stroke.
These reptiles
were usually equipped with three to eight
rattles, yet occasionally one was killed having
fifteen or more "buttons",
even up to twenty.
a coil

its

—

—

Each

rattle or button

was

said to represent a
year of life, and, as we never killed one having
less than three, the young fellows must have
kept closely concealed. It was held a religious
duty to destroy every rattler that was discovered, and the duty has been so fully observed that they are now practically extinct.
The resourcefulness of the children in the
early times is illustrated by the story of the
barefoot boy of ten years, who, while riding
bareback on a big horse, discovered one of

those venomous reptiles upon the prairie where
there was neither a stick nor a stone, or clod of

earth in sight.
Yet he hears the rattle and
kill the snake.
Without a moment's hesi-

must

tation he slides from the horse's back, pulls off
the bridle, and, holding the animal with one
hand by the "foretop," he swings the bridle and
brings the iron bit with crushing force upon
the reptile, again and again, until it is dead.

Some

would handle the striped and
green snakes as pets, carrying them
in their pockets. They were really as harmless
as grasshoppers. Many tales were told in the
pioneer times of "vipers," "adders," "Moccasins," and "blow snakes," as venomous reptiles
the

of the boys

little
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that should be carefully avoided; but it is exceedingly doubtful if any such serpents were

the sky, and presently in small numbers and in
pairs, they were seen descending upon the

ever actually found here.

There were many
"snapping turtles," and the common
land and water tortoise was abundant. Frogs
and toads were, of course, numerous. Along
the borders of the low lands, very many little

prairies,

vicious

wandered

embankments of clay two or three
inches high, would be noticed surrounding the
entrance to the perpendicular smooth round

feet high, their alert vision

circular

well of the

little crab,

or crawfish, that,

it

was

always went down until it found water.
Innumerable land and water-fowl made this
their permanent or their migratory home.
With the melting of the snow in early spring,
said,

the brant, goose and duck
ance.

The

shaped

made

their appear-

geese, especially, flew in great wedge-

flocks,

steadily following their tireless

and their honk was heard in the sky
at all hours of the day and night during the
Ever northward in the
migratory season.
spring, and southward in the fall, they passed
in countless numbers. The few we see now are
as nothing compared to the thousands of the
They nested and reared their nuearly days.
merous broods along the river, creeks, and
reedy ponds. Their flesh and their eggs were
common food, and the settlers' children used
leader,

to place their eggs in the nest of the setting

hen and raise young wild ducks and geese.
They were easily domesticated, yet frequently
one that had matured in apparently contented
captivity, would listen to the call of an overflying flock and, taking wing,

disappear with

from which they rarely
summer. They were
exceedingly wary and shy, and they seemed to
prefer the gravelly knolls and dry summits of
the prairie. Standing erect from three to five
in localities

far during the

most cautious

member

foe.

caught sight of the

At the warning cry

of

of the flock, all took flight at once,

rarely returned to the place of alarm for

any
and

many

They were exceedingly timid, yet, when
wounded and unable to escape, they were a
hours.

dangerous quarry; for the vicious stroke of a
powerful beak would inflict a painful
Their preparations for migration
wound.
southward in the fall were very peculiar and
full of interest.
In the late autumn they could
be heard uttering a loud call, differing from
their ordinary cries, and soon they began to
assemble in pairs and groups at some chosen
spot, where for several days their antics were
most astonishing. In an apparent frenzy of
excitement they joined in a sort of pow-wow,
leaping, dancing and screaming in the most
In the meanceaseless and curious manner.
time their numbers were constantly increasing
by new arrivals. At length when all appeared
to have come, the leader took wing, and uttering that loud call, began his circling upward
flight.
He was quickly followed by one and
lolig

another, and others in

more rapid
was

until soon the entire assembly

succession,
in air sail-

ing in a sweeping, enlarging circle, ever upupward frequently uttering that singular cry. At length, as they became mere specks

—

—

the wild ones forever. Their numbers may be
inferred from the fact that, after a heavy sum-

ward

mer

rain, in a little temporary pool of water
formed in a depression of the prairie, now part

in the

the cultivated field of one of our dairy
farms, as they took wing from the pond, seven

passing southward and receding steadily until
it, too, was lost in the distance and every crane
had disappeared until the following spring.
There were many blue herons along the streams

of

ducks were brought down by the discharge of a
single-barreled
shot-gun.
chickens
Prairie

swarmed over the

and numand
woodland.
The children caught them by
dozens in "figure-four" and other traps. The
drum of the partridge was heard in the heavy
timber, and in startled flight, they whirred
from copse to copse through the groves.
During the summer time there were many
sand-hill cranes.
They came in spring at
about the same time as the geese, or a little
later, but flying much
higher and without
order.
First was heard their call far up in
literally

prairies,

berless coveys of quail whistled in prairie

sky or disappeared wholly beyond vision,

that far call

still

came down

to

earth,

but

and ponds, and quite frequently most beautiful
A species of
snow-white herons were seen.
bittern, the children called "thunder pumps,"
inhabited the marshy places, and snipes of different kinds, and plover and woodcock were
numerous on the prairies and lowlands.
Rarely, but now and then, stately snow-white
swans, were
observed floating majestically
upon the still water places or sailing in the
quiet air.

Immense

flocks of wild pigeons, in their sea-

son, actually

darkened the sky. and they passed
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mighty rushing wind.
like the sound of a
Myriads moved on northward, while other
myriads tarried here. In some favorite grove
or clump of trees, which they chose for their
nesting or roosting places, they broke down
the branches with the weight of their numbers.
If permitted to settle upon a field of late sown
spring wheat or oats, they would devour the
seed or young grain, in a few minutes destroying the whole seeding. The women and children guarded the crop, and "scare-crows" were
rigged to frighten them away. Thousands and
thousands of them were netted and shot. It is
said that the species

The "brown

is

now

utterly extinct.

thresher," robin, lark, bobolink,

and many other song
the air with their
Birds of brilliant plumage
delightful notes.
were not wanting. The Baltimore oriole and
cat-bird,

whip-poor-will

birds in great

numbers

filled

amid the foliage; the
red-headed, golden-winged and spotted woodpeckers clung to the trunks and branches of
the trees and winged their rapid flight from
scarlet tanager

flashed

cover to cover, while the gaudy, jaunty bluejay followed one with his impudent scolding,

and the beautiful

little

blue-bird delighted you

and modest song.

In the
depths of
the woods was heard the plaintive cry of the
whip-poor-will. In the long twilight of the summer evenings how many night hawks there

with

its

soft color

quiet evening

from

the loneliest
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smaller birds, reptiles and insects. There were
four or five varieties of owls;
the great
horned, the equally large gray owl and the

—

barn screech-owl the latter being most
numerous.
Crows were scarce in the early
days, and if there were any of them here when
the white man came, they have largely increased in numbers, notwithstanding the mistaken and cruel warfare incessantly waged
against them; but the large black-bird, with his
rich plumage, and the brilliant red-winged
starlings were then, as now, very abundant.
The singular little tame brown "cow blackbirds" were also very numerous; and their habit
of familiar attendance upon the cattle was
pleasant and interesting.
They would follow
the grazing or working animals closely and
constantly, almost alighting upon them, and
little

when

the

their

little

creatures lay down to
attendants never left them.

tired

rest,

The

companionship seemed mutually agreeable, and
children used to think the birds protected the
cattle from
the tormenting flies, and that
they also pulled out the irritating murrain or
grub that, far too often, burrowed in the thick
skin along the backs of the poor animals. The
assembling in the fall of the clouds of black
birds, preparatory to southern migration,

was

interesting to observe.

were sailing on tireless wing through the sky,
ever and anon plunging downward in rapid
flight almost to earth, and then, with graceful
curve, sweeping away and upward to the

CHAPTER

IV.

heights again!

EVOLUTION OF THE COUNTY.

This was a favorite abode of the carnivorous
Our historic bald eagle and the great
gray eagle were frequently seen, and their

birds.

wild, fierce scream
settler.

was familiar

No person who

to

the early

has brought

down one

EARLY

WATER-COURSES

CONDITIONS

CONVERGING

of these terrible creatures with but a broken

TOWARD ILLINOIS

wing

TRANSITION A PART OF VIRGINIA TERRITORIAL
ORGANIZATIONS
NORTHWEST TERRITORY
ILLINOIS STATE ENABLING ACT NORTHERN BOUNDARY QUESTION WONDERFUL FORESIGHT OF
DELEGATE NATHANIEL POPE KANE COUNTY GOVERNMENTAL CHANGES COUNTY ORGANIZATION
AND FIRST ELECTION JUSTICES' DISTRICTS AND
VOTING PRECINCTS TOWNSHIP ORGANIZATION.

or less than a mortal wound, will ever

appearance of malignant savagery.
Its flat head and low protruding brow, its burning eyes flashing defiant hate, its vaporous
breathing and raucous cries, together with its
wicked, powerful beak and talons, produce an
impression too deep and vivid for time to efface.
The smaller varieties of raptores were very
abundant and, from the large hen-hawks down
to the bee-eating king-bird, and unconquerable
little shrike or soldier bird, they waged relentless warfare upon each other and upon the

forget

its

THE "ILLINOIS COUNTRY" IN

—

—

It

is

—

highly interesting to note the remark-

able accessibility of Illinois to immigration, in

those days

when

the rivers were the best and
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The
almost only avenues of transportation.
Wabash has its rise in Northwestern Ohio,
traverses
crosses

a rich

section

of

in

that great State,

about a hundred miles, the dividing line be-

tween that State and Illinois. Far away in
Western New York are the headwaters of the
Allegheny, and, in West Virginia, of the MononConverging and flowing across the
gahela.
State of Pennsylvania, they unite at Pittsburg

form the majestic Ohio; which, after traversing a portion of Pennsylvania, becomes the
dividing line of the States of Ohio and West
to

and

Kentucky, and at length of Kentucky and Illinois. Next the lovely Cumberland River comes
winding through the heart of Kentucky and a
large portion of Tennessee, to join the Ohio at
Smithland. The charming French Broad River,
from North Carolina, and the Holston, from
Virginia, unite just above Knoxville, to form
the historic Tennessee, that, with its affluents,
taps both the Carolinas. It traverses all Eastern Tennessee, skirts a corner of Georgia, flows
across the entire north end of Alabama and a
portion

of

Mississippi.

Then reversing the

current of the streams of the Mississippi valley,
it
flows nearly due north across the entire
breadth of Western Tennessee, and a portion
of Kentucky, to its confluence with the Ohio
at Paducah.
These are each large navigable streams, and
for many miles all their waters flow along the
southeastern boundary of Illinois. Immigrants
could float with their current from a dozen
States to the beautiful "Illinois Country," so
easily bringing all their goods and household
effects.
At Cairo these waters unite with the
mighty Mississippi, which forms the western
border of the State for its entire length, and
at no other point in the republic can be found
such great waterways, converging and uniting
and reaching back over so vast, so varied, and
so rich an expanse of country.
The commanding importance of this delta, in
both a military and commercial point of view,
was recognized at a very early period. And

its

central location at the heart of the republic,

salubrious climate, its fertile soil and exuberant fecundity gave the "Illinois Country"
an attractive name, and desirable significance,
very early in the settlement of the continent.
In 1634 but fourteen years after the landing
of the Pilgrims Jean Nicolet discovered the
"Lac des Illinois" (now Lake Michigan), and
its

—

—

Pere Jacques Mar-

Father Marquette wrote in his journal, "We
have seen nothing like this, for the fertility of
the land, its prairies, woods, and wild cattle."
In 1680, a year before Penn landed at Philadelphia, the Sieur de La Salle and Henry
Tonti erected Fort Crevecoeur near the foot of
Peoria Lake. In 1765 the last French flag
waving over the northwestern portion of the
continent, was lowered at Fort Chartres to the
proud ensign of England, and that, in turn,

Indiana diagonally, and becomes, for

Virginia, of Ohio and Kentucky, of Indiana

1673 Louis Joliet and

quette paddled up the Illinois and Des Plaines
Rivers, and made the portage at "Chicago."

was the last emblem of the sovereignty of
King George to float over any territory of the

.

Beside the struggles of the
United States.
Indians to retain its possession, it has been
schemed and battled for by Spaniard, Frenchman, Briton and American.
The "Illinois
Country" was first officially recognized by the
"Continental Congress" in an act of July 13,
1775, creating it an "Indian Department," with
Benjamin Franklin, James Wilson and Patrick
Henry as Commissioners. Virginia, however,
claimed the territory, and, in 1778, organized
the County of Illinois, and appointed Col. John
Todd "County Lieutenant." Thus, the brilliant
Patrick Henry was the first Governor, and,
first
through his lieutenant, directed the
election of civil officers at Kaskaskia and
Cahokia in 1779. Virginia ceded her claims
By the famous
to the United States in 1783.
Ordinance in 1787, Congress organized the
Northwest Territory and President Washington appointed Gen. Arthur St. Clair its first
Governor. In March, 1790, Governor St. Clair
arrived at Kaskaskia and, during his stay of
three months, he organized the county of St.
Clair,

embracing indefinitely the vast region

lying between the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers.
Prairie du Rocher and Kaskaskia.
established as county seats, where the first

Cahokia,

were

court proceedings under the English common
law were held in 1796. The records, however,

were preserved in the French language.
By act of Congress of May 7, 1800, the Northwest Territory was divided, and substantially
that portion embracing the present States of
Indiana, Illinois, Michigan and Wisconsin was
organized as Indiana Territory, and Captain
afterwards General and President William
Henry Harrison was appointed its Governor
February,
Adams.
In
President John
by
1809, Indiana Territory was divided, and the

—

—

Territory of

Illinois,

including

the

present
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limits of the State,

and also Wisconsin and the

peninsular portion of Michigan, was organized
and Ninian Edwards was appointed its first
Governor, and Nathaniel Pope its first Secretary, in March of that year, by President Madison.
On April 7, 1818, a bill was introduced
in Congress, enabling the people of a portion
of the Territory to organize the State of
Illinois.
As presented, the bill designated the
northern boundary of the new State, to be "an
east and west line drawn through the southerly
bend or extreme of Lake Michigan, west along
the north parallel of 40 degrees, 39 minutes, to
the center of the Mississippi River." Nathaniel
Pope was then the delegate from Illinois Territory in Congress.
With rare political foresight he moved as an amendment that the eastern boundary of the proposed new State "upon
reaching the northwest corner of Indiana,
should turn due east, and be extended to the
middle of Lake Michigan, and thence north,
along the middle of the lake, to North latitude
40 degrees, 30 minutes, and thence west to
the center of the Mississippi River."
In the
light of subsequent events, the argument of
Mr. Pope in support of this amendment was
wonderfully prophetic. In substance, he said
that the new State, by reason of her accessibility, central location, and exceedingly fertile
soil, was destined soon to become densely populous, and of potential influence; that her people
long had been, and ever would be, closely
bound to the South by ties of consanguinity
and commerce; that, by the proposed line, they
would be confined to that section in their
future domestic and trade relations, through
the use of those great arteries of communica-

and Ohio Rivers, and their
tributaries; and that these ties were liable to
become so powerful that, in the event of an
attempted dismemberment of the Union, she
might be carried to the Southern Confederacy;
that, from the southwestern shore of Lake
Michigan, great lines of communication by land
and water were soon to be opened, reaching far
to the north, to the south, to the east, and to
the west, uniting all in bonds of common intercourse; and that, to counteract her present and
future strong southern tendency, these mighty
tion, the Mississippi

forces should be included within the northern

boundary of the new State; thus possibly placing her, at some time of future national peril,
in the position of the keystone of the arch of

perpetual union.

It
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be difficult to find in

will

all

history a

parallel to this wise political forecast;

to note

an hour pregnant with more wide and vital
issues for good or ill.
Had his amendment
failed, Kane, with the other thirteen rich and
populous northern counties of Illinois, would
have passed to another State. In that event
would this State have constructed the Illinois
and Michigan Canal? would the Illinois Central Railroad have been built?
Could Chicago
have attained its present magnificent proportions, and become the dominant financial, commercial, and industrial center of the nation?
Could the loyal people have held the great State

—

of Illinois in the front line of the defenders of
the assailed Union, four decades later, without

the potent political influence of these fourteen
patriotic

have

counties?

Would Abraham Lincoln

been

chosen President
States?
The student familiar
tions leading up to the mighty
Nation's preservation, in 1861,
that,

had that original

of the United
with the condiconflict for the

will not

doubt

line prevailed, the peo-

ple of the great fertile delta of Illinois would
have been as hopelessly divided at the crucial
period of the Republic's history, as were those
of Kentucky or Missouri, and the probable result too appalling to contemplate. Kane County
has been a part of all these events, and her
history is linked with all these changes.
Summarizing the governmental organizations
of which Kane County has been a part, its
political status

First,

whose

the

title

may

home

was

be traced as follows:
various Indian tribes,

of

finally transferred to the

United

States in the treaty negotiated by Gen. Har-

with the chiefs of the Sac and Fox
Nov. 3, 1804, covering the region lying
between the Fox River of Illinois, on the east
and south, the Wisconsin River on the north,
and the Mississippi River on the west. Under
this treaty, the Indians conveyed about fifteen
rison

tribes,

million acres of the fairest lands for the miserable pittance of twenty-five

hundred dollars and

a promised annuity of one thousand dollars.
Indian dissatisfaction with the unfair terms of
this

treaty

famous

was one

Black

of the

causes of the inoccurred

Hawk War, which

twenty-eight years later, causing the loss of
many lives and the expenditure of some two
and a half million dollars. Second, it was a
part of the famous "Illinois Country" from
about 1765, claimed in turn by Indian,
Spaniard, Frenchman, Briton and American;
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third,

of the

Indian Department of the Con-

federate Colonies in

fourth, of

1775;

Illinois

County, Virginia, in 1778; fifth, of the Northwest Territory, in 1779; sixth, of St. Clair
County, Northwest Territory of the United
States, in 1790; seventh, of Indiana Territory
in 1800; eighth, of Illinois Territory in 1809;
ninth, of Madison county in 1812; tenth, of
Edwards County in 1814; eleventh, of Clark
County, State of
Pike County in

Illinois,

1821;

in

1819;

twelfth, of

thirteenth,

of

Ful-

County in 1823; fourteenth of Peoria
County in 1825; fifteenth, of LaSalle in

ton

1831; sixteenth, by act of the State Legislature,
1836, it was organized as
was named in honor of Elias
Kent Kane, who was one of the Territorial

dated January
Kane County.

Judges, a

16,

It

member

Convention, and

He was

of the

first

first

Secretary

Constitutional
of

the

new

a member of the State
Legislature, and of the United States Senate,
dying at Washington during his second senaState.

torial term.

also

He was

Chancellor, Judge

and a relative of
Elisha Kent Kane.

As

originally

cousin of the distinguished

James Kent, of New York,
the famous arctic explorer,

organized,

Kane County was
De Kalb

thirty-six miles square, including all of

and the three northern townships of Kendall
County. De Kalb was set off in 1837, and the
three townships of Kendall in 1841, by acts of
the Legislature, thus leaving the county as at
present three
townships
(eighteen
miles)
wide, and five townships (thirty miles) long.
The statute under which the county was
originally
organized
required
that
three
reputable citizens residing therein should certify that fifty voters actually resided within the
limits of the proposed new county; and it is
said that the late Hon. Ira Minard and two
others rode three days on horseback, camping
out nights, in finding fifty-three voters to sign

—

The proceedings preliminary to
organization were had before the Hon. Thomas
Ford, then Judge of the Sixth Judicial District,

their petition.

and

Governor of the State.
proclamation, dated May 24, 1836, he
ordered the first county election to be held, at
later

By

James Herrington, on Saturday,
that year, for the election of a
Sheriff, Coroner, Recorder, Surveyor, and three

the house of

June

4,

of

County

Commissioners,

Collins,

A.

judges

F.

designating Nathan
Hubbard and John Griggs as

and announced the
and fourth Monday of
September as the days for opening the terms
of circuit court at the same place.
James T.
Wheeler and Selden M. Church were the clerks
of this election, and one hundred and eighty
votes were polled.
James Herrington was
elected Sheriff; Asa McDole, Coroner; Relief
Duryea, Recorder; and Solomon Dunham, Eli
Barnes, and Ebenezer Morgan were chosen
County Commissioners. These Commissioners
met at the same place the following Wednesday, June Sth, and appointed Mark Fletcher
Clerk.
The next day they divided the new
third

of

such election,

Monday

of June,

county into eight Justice of the Peace Districts,
and nine voting precincts, naming them and defining their boundaries.
These precincts were
named in numerical order: First, Ellery; Second. Fox River; Third, Sandusky; Fourth,
Lake;
Fifth, Pleasant Grove;
Sixth,
Kishwaukee; Seventh. Sycamore; Eighth, Orange,
and Ninth. Samonac. The justice districts and
voting precincts were identical, except that the
Eighth District included both Orange and
Samonac. The subjoined map shows these districts and precincts with reasonable accuracy,
save that the boundaries of Ellery, Sycamore,
Orange and Samonac were determined in part
by objects that have changed or disappeared,
and can, therefore, only be approximated. (For
map here referred to, see Index.)
These names and boundaries, however, were
subsequently frequently changed, until, in accordance with the provisions of Section 6 of the
act of the State Legislature in 1849, providing
for township organization, a commission, composed of Gen. Elijah Wilcox. Dr. D. D. Waite.
and Mr. W. B. Gillett, so established them as
to conform to the government survey as to
townships, and fixed their present permanent
names, one of them being named in honor of
the able lawyer and cultured gentleman. State
Senator William B. Plato.
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of

V.

Batavia.

white

He

was, beyond doubt, the

to enter the

bounds

first

of the present

County of Kane.
The following year (1823), Major Stephen
Harriman Long, in whose honor "Long's Peak"
of the Rocky Mountains was named, passed

COMING OF THE WHITE MAN.

INDIAN DISSATISFACTION AND UNREST VALIANT
EXPLOIT OF LIEUT. JAMES WATSON WEBB MAJ.
STEPHEN H. LONG'S EXPEDITION THE BLACK
HAWK WAR OPENS THE STILLMAN RUN DEFEAT
AND INDIAN CREEK MASSACRE GEN. WINFIELD
SCOTT'S ARMY TRAIL THROUGH KANE COUNTYCHARACTERISTICS OF THE EARLY SQUATTERS.

—
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The Indians were greatly dissatisfied with
the unfair terms of the treaty of 1804, which
Black Hawk, the War Chief of the Sac and
Fox

tribes, bitterly denounced, and which he
contended had never been properly ratified by
the councils of his people. The horrors of the
Fort Dearborn Massacre were still vivid. in the
minds of the few settlers at Chicago, and at
the portage, and along the river routes of the
Illinois; and at the time the State was or-

menace of further uprisings of the
savages was an ever present terror. In 1822 the
commanding officer at Fort Dearborn became

over the county in charge of a party of United
States topographical engineers, en route to
explore the sources of the Mississippi River.

From prehistoric times, important Indian trails
centered at the portage between the Chicago
and Des Plaines Rivers, radiating eastward and
southeastward, and in all directions westward.
There

is little doubt that Major Long's party
reached the portage over the old Indian and
wagon trail around the foot of the lake from
Detroit, and, crossing both streams, passed
westward on an Indian trail leading past the
place where Fort Paine was constructed in
1832, and on or near the site of the present
city of Naperville, where he took a more northward trail toward Warrenville and Wayne,
crossing the Fox River and Kane County on the
route afterward well known as "Scott's army

trail."

Black

Hawk and
Band"

his followers,

known

and Fox

as the

ganized, the

"British

convinced that the destruction of the garrison
settlers at Fort Armstrong, on Rock
Island near Black Hawk's village, was being
planned by the Indians, and Second Lieutenant
James Watson Webb volunteered to warn the
unsuspecting
impending
garrison
of
the
danger.
Alone and in mid-winter, he accomplished this perilous mission, and his promotion, the following year, to a first lieutenancy was doubtless in recognition of this deed
Later
of high daring and arduous endurance.
he became a famous journalist and editor, and
was appointed United States Minister to Brazil
Avoiding the Indian
by President Lincoln.
trails, he secretly and silently held his dangerous way due westward through the unbroken
wilderness to the Mississippi River at a point
near the site of the present city of Fulton, and
thence passed down that stream to the Fort.
In all that vast solitude he saw no sign of
human life save at the crossing of Rock River,
where a Frenchman named La Salier had a
trading post. He crossed the Fox River at the
opening between the heavy timber of the "big
woods" and of the "little woods," just north

had clung tenaciously to their large village,
"Saukatuk," and its adjacent fields, situated
near the mouth of Rock River, but had been
roughly crowded out by the invading whites
and, by threats and warlike preparations of the
National and State Governments, driven across
the Mississippi; and, on the 30th day of June,
1831, he was forced to sign a stipulation not
to return unless by permission of the United
States.
It was too late in the season to raise
any crop; game was scarce and, during that
summer and the following winter, the Indians
suffered miserably for want of food and shelter.
On April 6, 1832, Black Hawk and his band of
about five hundred men, with their families and
scant effects, recrossed the river and trailed
leisurely up the valley of the Rock, saying they
were going to visit, and raise a crop of corn,
with their friends, the Winnebagoes.
At Dixon's Ferry he was entertained at
dinner by Mrs. John Dixon and declared that
all his intentions were peaceful.
But his coming created the wildest excitement throughout
the State, and Governor Reynolds at once summoned volunteers to repel "the invasion," and
called upon the General Government for assistance. Meanwhile Black Hawk moved leisurely

and few

of

the

Sac

tribes,
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up the Rock River

valley,

and encamped on the

Killbuck near the mouth of the Kishwaukee, a
few miles north of the beautiful Stillman valley,
and, it is said, was enjoying a dog-feast with
some Winnebagoes and Pottawatomies. The
country was absolutely wild and there were no
settlers in that region. Some of his hunters reported a body of white soldiers on his trail and
He at once
dispatched a small party of braves, with a white

encamped on the Stillman Creek.

flag of peace, to request a conference

with

its

commander. This party was fired upon and
two of them killed. Just how the miserable
blunder occurred none can tell; but the Indians,
already smarting under a bitter sense of
previous wrong, were rendered furious with
Burning with hatred and desire for rerage.
venge, the chief raised the war-whoop of his
tribes and plunged into open savage warfare.
Charging furiously upon Major Stillman's command of volunteers and killing eleven of their
number, he sent them flying back to Dixon's
Ferry, "stinging under the most disgraceful defeat ever received by white men at the hand
of Indians."

After enriching themselves with the spoils
camp, the Indians hurried their

of Stillman's

women and

children to the broken country and
then,

swamps about Lake Koshkonong, and

joined by a few disreputable Pottawatomies and
Winnebagoes, the warriors returned to Illinois,

where scattered bands of the savages swept
eastward and southward, upon the defenseless
homes of the few settlers along the frontier,
Sha-be-na,
scalping and destroying.
killing,
the Peace Chief of the Pottawatomies, rode
night and day giving hasty warning, and the
few settlers near the Upper Illinois fled to the
fort at Ottawa, and those more eastward to
A number, however, were
Fort Dearborn.
massacred, and their homes burned. At Indian
Creek, in La Salle County, which then included
the present Kane County, sixteen men, women
and children were brutally killed and scalped,
and two young girls were carried into savage
captivity.

Meanwhile, Gen. Winfield Scott, in command
Government troops, was hurrying toward the
border, and arrived at Fort Dearborn, July 8,
1832.
The dreaded scourge of cholera had
broken out in his command and he was forced
into a short encampment on the bank of the
Des Plaines some miles above the portage.
From this camp Gen. Scott moved nearly due
of

and struck the

west,

Long probably a

followed by Major

trail

northerly from Warrenville.
Following that trail, he entered Kane
County near the dividing line of Sections 12
little

Township. Moving down
of Brewster Creek, he
forded Fox River near the northeast corner of
the northwest quarter of Section 11, where the
traction company's bridge now crosses.
The
graves of two soldiers of his command are
still pointed out on the northerly bank of the

and 13

in St. Charles

southerly

the

bank

river.

From

traced,

some portions

and

its

here

location

the

old

of

well

it

trail

being

is

readily

still

visible

remembered

by old
southwest

It
passed through the
corner of Elgin, over the whole diagonal
breadth of Plato Township, across the northeast
corner of Burlington, and the southwest corner

settlers.

of

Hampshire, and

Hogebome farm on
Thus the

first

left

the county over the old

Section

white

30.

men appearing

in the

county were soldiers, and led by distinguished
officers.
Soldiers observe the county through
which they march, and relate far and wide the
tales of its characteristic features, and armies
are often the advance guard of a changing
civilization.
Surely in the United States the
sword and rifle have ever preceded the axe and
the plow. Over these Indian and army trails,
and along the waterways of the streams, the
pioneers of Kane County found their way to
this beautiful valley.

In 1833,

when

the

first

squatters appeared,

Chicago was but a frontier outpost, in that
year was incorporated as a village with two

—
—

many of them
and Indian and Galena was
the only village of any importance in the northern part of the State. The whole country between these points was peopled by only a few
bands of Indians. As in other new lands, the
first
white men to appear were restless adventurers—men dominated by an impulsive
desire for freedom of action that chafed at the
social and legal restraints of populous communities and demanded more nearly the isolation and lawlessness of the Indian.
Such men
followed closely upon the footsteps of the army,
constructed their rude and temporary cabins
beside the springs, in the groves and in many
of the most beautiful places throughout the
county, always seeking the convenience and
They were a brave,
shelter of the timber.
generous and honest people, very hospitable,
or three hundred inhabitants
half-breed French

HISTORY OF KANE COUNTY
and full of rude kindness; but they were rough
and resentful, reckless and improvident. They
were hunters' and trappers, loved the abandon
and freedom from restraint of isolated life, and
had no desire for neighbors or the improvements of civilization. Whence and when they
came was nobody's business, and when or where
they went, few knew or cared, and they were
soon forgotten. Still they were of great service
to the early permanent settlers, many of whom
were quite unfamiliar with the needs and ways
of pioneer life.
It was near their cabins the
home-seekers camped, and left their families
while searching for desirable locations; and
of them they learned of the pleasant places
where there was water and wood, and open
sheltered land to cultivate.
As the squatters
made no improvements for themselves, they had
time, and willingly helped the new-comers; and
very handy help they were, for they knew

how
ings.

adjust life to the primitive surroundBut they did not wish the settler to lo-

to

cate too near,

and they did not care

to

work

many days. They knew how to locate a cabin;
how to notch the logs so as to fit, and bind at
the corners; how to split shakes and puncheons,
and how

crooked rail fence upon a
They taught very many lessons
highly useful to men and women, making
homes amid surroundings and conditions
wholly new and strange. In sickness, too, they
were exceedingly helpful. They lived principally by hunting, trapping and fishing; and
when the sound of a neighbor's axe was too
to lay the

straight line.

and the

town-sites,

ment

some new-comer, for enough of his outfit
them to another location on the
western border; and so they kept advancing
continually to the front.
Two of them happened to locate their temporary homes in this
county where beautiful cities have since been
built, and their names are still remembered.
Daniel S. Haight's cabin was beside the big
spring on the west bank of the river at
Geneva; while Christopher Payne's was located
on the east bank of the river, near the center

real occupation

of the country began.

and develop-

The stormy years

tumultuous administrawith their disastrous financial convulsions and reverses, had brought ruinous
commercial losses to many enterprising men
throughout all the populous sections of the
country.
The strong, self-reliant ones, who,
through these losses, had become comparatively
impoverished,
naturally
sought
new and
broader fields of activity in that promising
western land whose fame had been told by
the officers and soldiers who had traversed
it,
and thus began a tide of immigration replete with intellectual and moral force. Northern Illinois experienced the full momentum of
these influences, and such qualities among its
emigrants were potent factors in shaping the
future development of Kane County.
Very
of President Jackson's
tions,

many

of its first

customed

permanent

were

citizens,

ac-

discharge of both
personal and public responsible duties.
They
had met unavoidable financial reverses bravely
to the

intelligent

and honorably, and were prepared to meet resourcefully, the demands of any new exigency.
They were experienced and industrious, and
many, both men and women, were highly educated and refined.
Kane County was exceedingly fortunate in the intellectual, moral and
religious character of its early settlers.

CHAPTER

frequently heard, or the light too often seen in
a neighbor's cabin, ttiey deemed the settlement
too close, and soon sold their claim, or traded
it
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VI.

to

EARLY HOME-SEEKERS.

to transport

of the city of Batavia.

It is

known that
army

people came in 1833 along the old

these
trail,

and quite a number of similar squatters built

HARDSHIPS OF EARLY IMMIGRATION METHODS OF
TRANSPORTATION LOCATING
A
CLAIM
AND
BUILDING THE 'FIRST CABIN CONSTRUCTION OF
SHELTERS HARVESTING
THE FIRST
STOCK
CROP HORRORS OF A PRAIRIE FIRE PROCURING
THE WINTER'S SUPPLY OF FLOUR AND MEAL
TRIP TO THE OTTAWA GRIST-MILL EXPERIENCE
OF A PIOXEER WOMAN THE BUILDING OF A

—

VIRGINIA

WORM

FENCE.

best,

a long wagon-road

their cabins in the woods, in various parts of

same time.
The next year settlers began to arrive, seeking permanent farm homes, "mill privileges" and
the county about the

It

is,

at

from the

States bordering upon the far Atlantic to
nois.

But

in the

days when Western

Illi-

New York
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was only sparsely settled; when Northern Ohio
was a new country, and Northern Indiana and
Michigan almost uninhabited; when the roads
were but the tracks of immigrants passing on
when the smaller streams
had to be forded and the larger ones crossed
on clumsy and dangerous ferries; when day
after day passed without the sight of a human
habitation, and the lonely night-camp was
their western way;

made dismal by the cry of wild beasts; it was,
indeed, a journey to be dreaded and long remembered, especially by mothers caring for
Yet hundreds so came,
little children.
even from distant New England; and infants
were borne in their mothers' loving arms over
this weary journey. It was needful to be at the
new home, early enough in the season to provide for the imperative needs of the coming
winter; and, therefore, many started soon after
the holidays, and were on the road during the
cold storms and muddy season of late winter
and early spring.
Some came by the Erie
Canal to Buffalo, and thence by schooner to
Detroit, driving from that point through the
wild Michigan forests. On this old Indian and
army route the muddiest small streams had
been bridged, and the worst swamps and
sloughs "corduroyed." Under the most favorable conditions it was a dreary, toilsome journey never to be forgotten.
In those days all vehicles and implements
were made by hand, and, compared with those
now in use, were exceedingly coarse and imperfect.
For instance, the wagon-axles were all
wood; there were no steel skeins, there were
no neatly fitting, smooth steel-boxes inside the
hub. The wooden hubs wore upon the wooden
axle, and as the wood was harder in
some
places than in others, they wore unevenly,
causing the wheels to "wobble" dreadfully. The
wheels were -held in place by iron "linch pins."
There were no patent lubricants then, and frequently it was impossible to obtain grease, and
the shrill complaint of the loud creaking
their

wheels, as the weary teams toiled their tedious

way, was terribly trying to the nerves.
outfit

usually

consisted

of

three

or

The
four

two yoke of cattle. A few well-todo people had also a covered spring buggy for
the women and children, and quite frequently
there was a saddle-horse.
Sometimes in the
cattle teams, there was a cow under the yoke,
and almost invariably a milk cow was a
horses, or of

treasured part of the

outfit.

The wagon was

covered with canvas, fastened at the sides and
so arranged that the ends could be closed.
Within it was stowed the very scant household
effects, the iron parts of a few agricultural implements and useful tools, some seeds for
spring planting and sowing and the food supply for the trip, with a Little surplus to start
on in the new home. Outside was attached a
coop with a few chickens, and sometimes a
box, with a pair of small pigs for breeding. At
the rear end-board was fastened a feed-box
for the team,

and the water-bucket swung from
The faithful dog trotted be-

the hind axle.
neath, and

walked, as
Often a little
strong rocking chair, with a raw-hide seat, was
hitched on in such way that it could be easily
taken off for "Ma" to sit on in the evening
camp. Ten to twenty miles made a good day's
the

people

choice or necessity

rode,

or

dictated.

progress.

Men and women are still living among us
who, floating down the far-reaching rivers and
over these dreary wagon-ways, were brought in
their infancy and childhood to these wild western homes. They were in haste to find a satisfactory location, and many of them, instead of
going to Fort Dearborn or the little unknown
village of Chicago, crossed the South Branch of
the Chicago River and the Des Plaines at the
portage, pushing on west and northwestward
over the old trails until they entered with delight the beautiful grovelands bordering the
Fox.
Weary with the long pilgrimage, and
charmed with the appearance of the country,
they halted at a well watered and sheltered
grazing spot, near the cabin of some squatter,
and began the inquiry and search for a good
"claim." The squatter, who was familiar with
the whole region, directed them or went with
them to the most desirable places; and, while
the men hunted for what they thought the best
locations, the

women

rested and, as eagerly as

the men, sought information and suggestions

from the squatter's family.
Meanwhile the
teams graced and rested, putting on flesh and
strength for the hard work before them.
As
soon as a final choice was made the teams were
hitched up and driven to the selected locality,
which invariably was the sunny side of sheltering timber and near to an unfailing supply of
water. Here a more comfortable camp was arranged, and busy work was immediately begun
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in preparation for

impending needs;

for winter

shutter

and the door

not far away, no neighbors are near, and
upon themselves alone they must depend. If

which

early enough to hope that any grain or garden

hinges

some ground is broken and
seeds planted upon the sod, and access to the

wooden button
wooden latch

is

plants will mature,

water supply

A

made
marked

is

as convenient as possible.

out, either by plowing a
"claim" is
furrow or driving stakes and blazing trees
around it, and its lines are laid as nearly as
may be with the points of the compass, in
order that they may conform to future GovMeanwhile, with more or
ernment surveys.
less earnest discussion, they select the location
of the cabin, having in mind the building, by
and by, of a better and more permanent home.
The women and children attend the growing
crop, guarding it from the grazing stock, while
the men cut and prepare logs for the house and
poles for the cattle-sheds. The log houses were
usually about fourteen by sixteen feet in size
and eight logs high. The logs were cut to suit-

able lengths where felled in the timber, and

the ends afterward properly notched to bind
the corners, and perhaps flattened a little to
make them fit closer. If the man had sufskill, he cut straight and square the
ends of some of them at proper lengths to leave
openings for the door, and one or possibly two
small windows.
When thus prepared, he
hauled them to the selected site, and, with the
assistance of the family only, or such other
help as he could procure, the logs were put in
Then he put up
place, making the four walls.
pole rafters and cross-ties, and upon these he

ficient

—

—

placed in layers, like shingles, the oak or bass-

wood shakes he had split and flattened with
the handy axe. Across each course of shakes
he placed a binding pole, reaching from end
end of the building, and fastened the whole

to

roof securely at the gables with hickory withes

and vines.
The family can now move in and be better
protected from the heat and storms than in

wagon camp. In connection with other
he can more leisurely carry up the
gables, and build the fire-place and stick and
mud chimney at one end. He makes the door
and window-casings with the axe and a drawshave if he has brought one and pegs them
into place. Then he "chinks" the openings between the logs with mud and sticks, and lays
"*he puncheon floor.
He makes the window-

the

work,

—
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he

takes

straight and true,

that

he
to

of

bass-wood

particular

pains

shakes,

to

shave

and hangs them on wooden
has made. He arranges a
fasten the shutter and fits a

the door, through which, a
above the latch, he runs "the latchstring that is always out."
Now his attention is turned to providing
shelter for the stock. He cuts posts about nine
or ten feet long with crotches at the top, and
sets them in the ground to a depth of a foot or
two. in rows down the sides and across the
ends; and, if the shed is to be wide, he places
to

little

longer posts down the middle. In the crotches
he lays good solid poles for plates, and reaching
across
rafters.

the

posts

Then he

lays

upon them

sets

stakes

down

poles

foi

the sides

and ends, of course leaving an opening

for

an

entrance, the tops resting against the plates,

and the bottoms slanting out a little, standing
upon the ground. Around these, and over the
whole top, he places first small tree-tops and
brush, and later stacks plenty of straw and
slough hay, and the result is a very dry, warm
shelter for the stabled stock and the poultry.
Before all this work is completed, whatever
of crop he had planted is beginning to ripen,
and the upland prairie grass, which made exForcellent hay, was ready for the scythe.
tunately, crops growing upon new sod needed
very little cultivation, and usually the women
and children could care for them. Corn could
be left upon the stalk indefinitely, but the other
grain had to be harvested as it matured. The
light crop of the first year, and the prairie hay,
the farmer and his family harvested without
The men cut and pitched both the grain
help.
and the hay, but the women and children assisted in the raking, binding and stacking.
The grain was secured in round stacks generously topped with slough hay, and the hay
was stacked in long ricks, so placed as to form
The cabin, sheds
wind-breaks for the stock.
and stacks were in close proximity, so that
they could be most easily protected from the
Early in the fall the
awful prairie fires.
farmer "back-furrowed" a wide strip of
plowed ground around them all; and, as soon
as the grass was dry enough, when there came
a still day with no wind, he "back-fired" and
carefully burned a much wider girdle outside
the plowing, to further protect against the late
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fall and the spring
come sweeping, with

fires

that were liable to
around the

terrible fury,

home, scattering the kindling sparks far
and wide.
The prairie fires were a sharp menace and
dread to the early settlers. The whole prairie
land was covered in summer with a dense
growth of grass and flowering plants, from one
to two feet in height, with frequent rosin-weed
and other stalks five or six feet tall, while in
the sloughs the thick coarse foliage was
In the fall, when matured
doubly as rank.
and killed by the frost, and then thoroughly
dried by the warm winds of the beautiful
Indian summer, this vast mass of evenly spread
vegetation was dry and inflammable as tinder,
and blazed forth at the least touch of flame
and sped away, in ever widening area, actually
"upon the wings of the wind." Words cannot
exaggerate the awful terror and sublimity of
the great fires which once swept, like oceans
of flame, over the wide prairies, and people will
marvel at the tales of their magnificent fury.
The mysterious instinct of all wild creatures
seemed to warn them of the approaching
danger, before any sense of man could discover cause for alarm, and their terror told
him of the impending peril. Then came the
faint odor of burning vegetation, the scarce
perceptible darkening of the sky and the total
hush of the breeze, when suddenly, out of the
unnatural stillness, away yonder leaped the
monstrous sheet of flame, sweeping onward
with incredible speed. The child of sixty years
little

ago will still recall, with a thrill of horror, this
awful menace and the frantic struggles to save
the cabin home. Backward against the wind it
only crept, and a child could control or extinguish it; but with the wind, it rushed with
the full velocity of the current on which it
rode, a solid sheet of flame flashing high in
the air, and with fierce heat, instantly burning
the life out of any living creature caught in
its

fiery

breath.

flame rose and

fell

The great sheet of roaring
with the wind that swept it

onward; yet it passed as quickly as it came.
Whatever could withstand its scorching heat
one dreadful minute was safe, for the blackened land in its wake was fanned by a cool
breeze the instant it had passed.
During the
autumn time the evening sky was often lurid
with the light of prairie fires, some of them
miles away. Buildings or stock were rarely de-

stroyed, but much fencing and many stacks of
hay or grain were ignited and consumed.
Having protected his buildings and stacks
from this menace by the plowing and back-firing,
the first settler turned his attention toward securing flour and meal for the winter consumption before the approaching stormy weather
arrived.
One of the nearest mills was at
Ottawa. If he had been' able to raise a little
wheat, he threshed a few bushels with a flail
he had made, and winnowed it in the breeze;
by hand they shelled a few bags of corn, and
early in the morning, with a plentiful box of

lunch, he starts for the mill.

If he passed a
neighbor's cabin, he would probably take a few

bags for him

also.
There were no roads or
and when he reached Ottawa his grist
must await its "turn at the mill," and so the
trip might require a week, or even a fortnight,
if bad weather should come upon him.
On the
way and at the mill he camps with his team
and wagon, subsisting upon the lunch the good
wife had prepared, and such game as he may
chance to have shot. While he is gone the wife

bridges,

is

left

alone, unless there are children in the

household.

and

But everything is new and strange,
and there is plenty of work

full of interest,

so the days are rendered quite endureven though during the whole time of
his absence, his wife sees no human being except, perhaps, some silent and hungry, but
not hostile Indian whose presence she had instinctively dreaded.
Yet brave as she might
to do;

able,

when the shadow of the lonely night drew
down with all its mysterious sounds, awakening
phantoms of imagination, and when from out
be,

the deepening darkness the malignant howl of

prowling wolf suddenly broke the awful
a shuddering sense of her vast and
utter isolation swept over her with almost maddening force.
Through all their long and active lives, these
pioneer women were never able to fully shake
off the dread remembrances of these nights of
horrible loneliness. In the first hush of night,
and in that darkness which preceded the dawn,
the wolves were most persistent in their howling, and a single one could convey the impression of the presence of a score of wailing
demons. One of the brave women often told
her children an incident of one of these dreadful nights.
She said the wolves had closed
their evening serenade and all was still and
the

silence,
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the

when she heard a scratching noise at
pen she had made for her few chick-

little

angle of the chimney outside
Suspecting
it
made by
was
wolves endeavoring to get her chickens,
she took the heavy iron-poker from the
hearth and stepped out of the door. As she appeared, a wolf at the corner of the cabin- drew
back a few feet, snarling viciously and snapping his white teeth, while, as she turned the
corner of the house, its mate was trying to
the

ens,

in

the

cabin.

crowd himself into the little opening that
had been left for the passage of the chickens
to

the inside.

Summoning

all

her

strength,

she dealt the animal a blow across the back
with the poker, bringing him quickly out and
sending him howling to join his mate. While
they were growling and snapping their teeth
but a few feet distant, she piled some heavy

from the wood-pile over and around her
chicken-pen to save her fowls from another
attack. During the night she heard the wolves
scratching and whining about the pen, but
they were unable to reach her precious chicksticks

ens.

pose of heightening the fence and preserving
rails.
In order that his fence should

the lower

be straight he set a high visible guide-stake
at

each end of the proposed

fastened a cross-bar at

Every day of the first winter, in this new
country, was spent by the men in the woods
getting out rails and stakes for the fence that
must be built in the spring to protect the next
summer's crop, and in preparing the season's
fire-wood.

Early in spring, while the ground was soft
from the effect of the winter's frost and rain, the
farmer broke as much more sod as possible,
and upon all his plowed land he sowed oats and
wheat and planted corn, and then at once
fenced all the land his rails would enclose. A
good farmer did not lay the bottom rails of his
fence upon the ground, but he placed a thick
block or stone under each corner for the pur-

its

line.

Then he

center upon a similar

about eighteen inches above its sharpened lower end. This cross-bar was twice as
long as the distance of the angle he intended
to give each rail.
By setting this stake on the
line of the guide-stakes, the projecting end of
the cross-bar would indicate the point, where
the ends of the angling rails should meet and
rest upon each other.
Thus built, the outer
stake,

and the inner
corners would each be upon true and straight
corners, the center of the fence,

Such a fence made

lines.

of rails fourteen or

sixteen feet long, laid five rails high, and then
well staked and "double ridered," afforded excellent

were

from intrusion by any doHundreds of miles of rail-fence
the country, and it was the best

protection

mestic stock.
built in

available until the introduction of wire about
1870.

Amid such

loneliness and privations, and

in such hard labor the early home-seekers spent

their first busy years in

The slow days come and go and, at last,
the weary team comes toiling homeward, and
no one can tell the relief it was to both husband
and wife to have him back again. And, then,
he had brought flour and meal, and the winter's
food supply was fairly assured.
Probably he
had also purchased a few of the most needful
groceries, and, last, but not least, perhaps he
had brought a wonderfully welcome letter from
the home-folks "back East." The letter postage then was twenty-five cents, and that represented much more labor and economy than a
dollar does now.
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CHAPTER

MILLS, MILL-DAMS

VII.

AND BRIDGES.

PROMOTERS OF EARLY MILL ENTERPRISES THE
M'CARTY AND THE CLIFFORD BROTHERS THE
FOUNDING OF AURORA AND ELGIN A PERILOUS
JOURNEY AND GRUESOME FIND MILL ENTERPRISES AT NORTH AURORA. MILL CREEK, BATAVIA, GENEVA, ST. CHARLES. DUNDEE AND
THE FIRST SAW-MILL
CARPENTERSVILLE
EARLY BRIDGES.

—

—

—

Our

civilization

is

a

complex development

and, at every period of the county's settlement
and growth, there was need of all the varied

avocations and

industries.
Mills for sawing
lumber and for grinding grain, however, were
immediate and imperative necessities; for shelter and food are each day indispensable.
It
interesting coincidence that the first
is an
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seekers for mill-sites, both at the south and at
the north end of the county, were in each instance brothers coming from adjacent counties

Western New York, and that each pair

in

of

brothers came on foot to their respective locations in the one instance coming up the

—

down

The

of the stream was
magnificent timber of the
On the west side he often caught
glimpses, through the park-like openings, of the
fertile prairie stretching away to the distant
groves and horizon. In midstream of the river

sought.

bank

east

covered with
"Big Woods."

the

A few yards below
sw,ung gracefully west-

lay a lovely

wooded

These two instances are given somewhat in
detail, and yet very briefly, as indicating the
courage required and the hardships endured,
by the resolute people who originated and,
with indomitable will, pushed to success the

the

the

establishment of the larger enterprises necessary for the development of the new settlements; because, in these two cases, the incidents are best authenticated, and because they
pertain to the establishment of the two prin-

Careful examination showed excellent banks on both sides of the stream, and up-

river,

and,

in

the

other,

stream.

the

Equal toils and
of the county.
were met and overcome by the enterprising men who conducted similar enterprises in
each of the fine cities adorning the rich valley

cipal

cities

perils

of the Fox.

who
home at

Joseph McCarty, the founder of Aurora,

was a mill-wright by

Chemung County,

Elmira, in
of

1833,

trade, left his

N. Y., in the fall

accompanied by a young apprentice

named Beardslee

(or Barsley)

in quest

of

a

the West.

and "mill privilege" in
They made their way westward over

the

thinly-settled

desirable water-power

hilly,

country to

the

Alle-

gheny River, where they fashioned a dug-out, in
which they, with their chest of tools, floated

—

down

that rapid river to Pittsburg the trip
being both arduous and perilous. Thence they
proceeded down the Ohio upon one of the
primitive little steamboats of the time, and up
the Mississippi to Cape Girardeau, Mo., where
they worked at odd jobs for their living until
early spring.
Then, as best they could, they

made

their

way up

the Mississippi and Illinois

Ottawa, examining various locations of
which they had been told, but not finding any
place that gave satisfaction.
McCarty was
almost discouraged, but at Ottawa he met a
man named Robert Faracre, who agreed to explore with them the Fox River. The three proceeded up the valley of the Fox and were
to

charmed with the beauty

of the country and
evident fertility of the soil. On the first day of
April, 1834, only seventy eventful years ago,
they reached the Indian village of "Wah-bnseh,"

and here McCarty found the full realizaand so diligently

tions he had so far, so long,

island,

island.

river

ward and

flowed, in shallow, rippling current,
over a pebbly, rocky bed a very short distance,
when it again curved southward upon its for-

mer

course.

No more charming

scene could be

imagined.

on the island,

a solid bed of rock for the
foundation of the dam with ample fall of water
to insure power for the mill-wheels.
Here McCarty determined to locate, and he
at once marked out a claim of about 360 acres
on the oast side of the river, and erected upon
it a log cabin some ten by twelve feet in size.
This was the beginning of the enterprising and
handsome city of Aurora. In order to control
both ends of the dam, Mr. McCarty also made a
claim upon about 100 acres on the west side of
the river and built a shanty upon it; and, during the summer, he purchased a claim to about
400 acres, lying south ot his first claim on the
east side of the river, paying a squatter sixty
dollars for it. This was for his younger brother
Samuel McCarty, who was also a mill-wright
in Chemung County, and who arrived at his
brother's on the 6th day of November, 1834.
During that winter a Mr. and Mrs. Stephen A.
Aldrich and their two children lived with the
McCartys, Beardslee and Faracre; and these
seven persons constituted the entire white
population of the present wealthy and populous
city of Aurora.
In March of the same year (1834) Mr. Hezekiah Gifford, of Oneida County, N. Y., determined to explore the beautiful country of

Northern Illinois, where broad acres of fertile
lands awaited the plowman; where living
springs, running brooks and flowing rivers
watered all the lands; where wood and timber
were found in sufficient abundance to meet all
the needs of the new settler.
He sailed from
Buffalo

to

conveyance

Detroit,
to

St.

obtained
Joseph,

a sort of stage

and

again,

by

schooner, sailed to Chicago, which he declared
"was hardly a fit dwelling place for a colony of
gophers."
He said that, "around its dirty
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cabins and in

its filthy streets, geese and pigs
waddled and wallowed in happy mire and content, while dog-fights and drunken rows seemed
to be the principal divertisements of its mongrel inhabitants." On his journey he had made

horseback to Milwaukee. They found no settlement nor shelter on the way, and, as the
vegetation was not sufficiently advanced for
the horses to graze, they divided their food
All the land about Milwith the animals.

of a Mr. Duryea, who was
probably the same "Relief Duryea," who, in
1837, was elected the first Recorder of Kane
County. Meeting upon the street a man with
an ox-team, they made inquiry of him regarding

waukee appeared to be claimed, and the Gifforda
concluded to push westward on foot to explore
the Fox River valley, which was their original

the acquaintance

the country, and were told that the driver's

name was Ferson, and that, with his brother,
he had just entered a claim on the Fox River,
about thirty miles west, where they had found
the finest country on earth, and, being anxious
for the presence of neighbors, he persuaded
them

to

accompany him

to

his claim.

They

drove out over the old army trail, upon which
the winter frosts and spring rains had rendered
the sod so soft that the wheels frequently cut
through the crust and, to lighten the load, the
men walked most of the way. They forded the
river near where the St. Charles bridge now
stands, and found the Ferson cabin a little
iip the stream on the west bank.
As was the custom of the time they made
this hospitable home their headquarters, while
they prospected for a location.
They went
down the river a number of miles, and came
upon Joseph McCarty digging stone for his
dam "in the midst of a solitude that would have
charmed a hermit." They were both delighted
with the country, and determined to make it
their future home.
Mr. Gifford returned to
New York, and his glowing account of the beautiful
land he had discovered, induced his
brother James T. Gifford to sell his property
in Yates County, and arrange to accompany
him to Illinois the next spring. Late in February, 1835, they started with a pair of horses and
a lumber wagon containing a few tools, a
camping outfit, and clothing and food for themselves and team, after the usual tedious journey, reaching Chicago on the 24th day of March,
1835.

Everybody was' talking

of

the beauty

and

desirability of locations to be found at different
points,

and they heard much praise

of the op-

portunities offered at Milwaukee Bay, and de-

termined to

whom

they

visit that section.

had met,

decided

A

Mr. Goodwin,
to

accompany

them, and leaving their wagon and taking a
little food, the three men followed the trail on

destination. Sending their horses back to Chicago by Goodwin, they started westward, but
in some way having lost their bearings, near

came upon the cabin of a French and
Indian half-breed named Jock Jumbo, near the
present site of the city of Racine. They staid
with him over night, and in the morning, having supplied them with a little food, he put
them upon a trail which he said would bring
them to the river about noon, and he thought
nightfall

they would find settlers a

little

way down

the

stream.

Following the trail, they reached the stream
and turned southward along its banks. They
thought nothing could exceed the beauty of the
landscape continually opening before them.
But James T. Gifford was looking for the location of a village where water-power was available, and desired it should be on the line between Galena and Chicago, then giving promise
of becoming the two most important points, as
he thought, in the northern part of the State.

They saw no sign of a human being's presence
until about mid afternoon, when they discovered an Indian in a canoe. Neither party
could understand the other's speech, and they
failed to learn of any settler, but he paddled
to the west bank of the river and they
continued their journey and camped at night
shelterless.
The next morning they resumed
their tramp, hoping each hour to come upon
some settler's cabin, but none appeared. Hungry and weary for they had had no food that
day they were overjoyed about the middle of

them

—

—

the afternoon to discover a low hut, evidently
Upon investigation,
of human construction.

they found it to be simply an enclosure of poles
and logs, protecting from wild animals the
decomposing body of a Pottawatomie brave.
Disgusted and depressed they hurried on until
night again settled upon them, cold and cheerless and almost despondent.
A heavy thunderstorm in the night drenched them, and their
condition was pitiful and perilous. Their only
hope of succor was in pressing forward, and,
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daybreak, they were again on their way.
nights they had been without food, and
this was also the second day of fasting. Each day
they had forded creeks and sloughs, and now
they were benumbed and soaked with the cold
rain of the previous night. Toward noon they
forded the marshy stream called the Nipper-

more

in width on

at

or

Two

gentler hills and valley slopes, were scattered

McHenry, and
waded through its muddy bottom.
In after years they said it was indeed "nip-orsink" with them. Soon after, when very
nearly exhausted, they heard the welcome
sound of an axe and discovered a man splitting
He proved to be in the employ of
rails.
Samuel Gillian, who had just located a claim
and built a cabin some five or six miles above
sink, near the present village of

with

difficulty

the present thriving village of Algonquin. Had
they not crossed the river with the Indian, ami

had they endeavored to make their way down
its east bank, they would almost inevitably
have miserably perished in the interminable
swamps above and around Fox and Grass
Lakes. Who can fathom the providential im-

them to cross to the west
bank of the stream?
The half-famished and worn-out men were
pulse, that induced

at once conducted to Mr. Gillian's cabin, where,
of course, they received a hospitable welcome,

and such succor as their

pitiable condition re-

Mr. Gillian told them of the cabin of
Welch, some twenty-five miles down the

quired.

Wm.

on the east side, and near Scott's old
and furnished them with a needful
supply of food for their trip to Welch's. They
now felt assured of their way, and that, as
they neared the army trail, they were approaching the desired line between Galena and Chicago; and so they scanned the country, and the
banks and current of the stream with more deliberate care.
The general appearance of the
whole valley had, in all respects, fully equalled
their most sanguine expectations, and the lovely
landscape, where the city of Elgin now stands,
river

army

trail,

attracted their admiring attention.

It

seemed

them a vast park rather than an uncultivated
wilderness. The steep, though not precipitous,
hills on the west bank of the river were covered
with great white and black oak trees, and
patches of smaller trees, and hazel and berry
bushes grew in the more open places. The
whole imposing hillside and narrow level
bank to the river's verge was green with the
grassy verdure of early spring. For a half mile
to

the east side, over the

the low topped, wide-spreading burr oak trees,
with no undergrowth and carpeted beneath like
a grassy lawn.
The view was open and unobstructed to the timber lands that are now the
beautiful city park.
It reminded them of the
great old orchards in New York.
The firm,
gravelly bed of the stream guaranteed a solid
foundation for a dam, and the rapid flow of the
river indicated the fall of water necessary to insure the requisite power for mills. There was
also a long, narrow slough paralleling the
river for a half mile or more, near to its east
bank, that with little expense could be converted into a raceway for distributing the power
acquired by a dam.
Here they decided to locate their farms, and

James
James

and village.
and marked out a claim to
the land which he subsequently platted, and
Hezekiah located a larger claim for a farm adjoining and south of his brother's.
They
found Mr. Welch's cabin some five miles south,
on the bank of Brewster Creek, and near the
army trail, which was the path they took back
to Chicago.
In Chicago they met a Mr. Joseph
Kimball who was looking for a mill-site, and
T. Gifford's prospective mill

T. stepped off

they persuaded him to investigate the one at
their location, which he soon after did, in company with his son Samuel J. Joseph Kimball
died while on his way back to New York for his
family, but Samuel J. made a claim, and another son, Mr. William C. Kimball, came also
and joined Mr. Gifford in constructing the
dam, and equally shares with Mr. Gifford in
the honor of first developing the beautiful city
of Elgin.
Mr. Kimball's saw-mill and Mr. Gifford's grist-mill were put in operation in 1837.
In the meantime dams and mills had been
or were being constructed at North Aurora,
Mill
Creek,
Batavia,
Geneva, St. Charles,
Dundee and Carpentersville. These were based

upon individual enterprise and capital, yet were
so essential to the interest and convenience of
every individual settler that* all possible help
each. The McCarty's did their
first sawing in June, 1835, and their first grinding in February, 1837. Previous to that time
the nearest mills were near Naperville and at
Ottawa.
It is said that one settler drove his

was extended by

ox-team to some point on the Wabash River
for flour.
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Probably the first saw-mill to be operated in
the county was built by Captain C. B. Dodson
and Mr. Archibold Clybourn, at Clybournville,

on Mill Creek a little below the fine city of
Some twenty or thirty rods above the
present highway and tramway bridge over Mill
Creek, a portion of the foundation timbers of
Batavia.

the old mill-flume

tom

may

still

be seen at the bot-

and a part of

of the east side of the creek,

the carriage that guided and conveyed the logs
to the saw,

of

them

with the iron-dogs that held one end

in place, are exhibited near the pavil-

t

A

few of the stately white-oak
trees of the olden time still stand as beautiful
souvenirs of the former splendid timber of the
country, in the lovely "Mill Creek Park," that
is now the easily accessible resort of thousands
of pleasure-seekers during the summer picnic
season.
Dodson and Clybourn also opened a
store for trade with the Indians, and it was
often well filled with pelts taken in exchange
for goods.
The mill was a marvel and delight
In amazement they would
to the Indians.
silently watch the log press forward against the
swift up-and-down flying saw, but when the
man in charge stopped and reversed the motion,
and the log started back to be reset for another
cut,
their
astonishment was beyond stoic
bounds, and they would break forth with expressions and antics of the most extravagant
amazement and delight. The old mill and
store, and all they who then acted there their
ion of the park.

little

part in that half-civilized, half-savage

are but memories of man's

puny

shoreless stream of time.

A

old

efforts

little

life,

on the

longer the

oaks will stand, yet soon they too, with
men and their works, shall pass and be
more, but the beautiful brook shall murmur

these

no
on forever.

like

mill

on Popple Creek.

It

should be

re-

membered that all these constructions were
upon Government land to which the occupants
had no

title

whatever, depending simply upon

occupancy.
at

The first bridge to span the river was erected
Aurora in 1836, and in the same year one was

built at St. Charles.

Bridges were constructed

Geneva and
Dundee in 1838. The
Carpenterville bridge was built in 1851.

at Schneider's mill, at Batavia, at
at Elgin in 1837,
first

These bridges also stood upon unsurveyed Government land and they were built by individual
subscriptions of money, material or labor, and
the copy of the papers relating to the Dundee
bridge indicates substantially the method of
operation in each case. They read as follows:
"We. the subscribers,

and

at

promise

Thomas Deweese, Charles

to

pay

to

Metcalf and George

McClure the sums by us respectfully subscribed,
for the purpose of building a frame bridge
across Fox River at or near the present crossing of said river, a
mill.

We

little

above T. Deweese's

also authorize the said Deweese, Met-

and McClure, or a majority of them, to let
a job of said bridge to the lowest bidder, and
generally superintend the erection and completion of the same, and to see generally to the
calf

faithful expenditure of the

money.

Those who

subscribe to pay in cash are not to be called on
for

payment

until the

erected, but those

frame of said bridge

who may

is

subscribe payable

in labour or materials, will pay when called on
by said committee. Payments are to be made
to the person contracting on the order of the
committee, surplus money, if any, to be ex-

pended in improving the road." Signed, "John
Oatman, $100; Jesse Oatman, $25; Hardin Oatman, $25; Joseph Oatman, $25; John Oatman,
$15;

Charles Metcalf, $15;

Thomas

L. Shields,

Benjamin Bell, $10; Seth Green, $10; Ira
Earl, $5; David Deweese, $5; George Hammer,

$25;

$5; Isaac Hammer, $5; Jesse H. Newman, $10;
Thomas Deweese, $100; Samuel Underhill, $25;
James E. Parker, $15; Thomas H. Thompson,
$10; Benjamin Moore, $10; Thomas Burbank,
$10; Fred Ashbaugh, $10; Thomas Perry, $10;
Salisbury Lang, $10, together with a number of

other

About 1838 or 1839 George and Calvin Tyler
began operating a saw-mill on the creek bearing
their name, and John Hill commenced running a

641

names

so

worn and

obliterated as to be

undecipherable.

The above paper bears no date, but a supplemental subscription, dated August 1, 1838, was
circulated, in which money, material, work or
grain was solicited; and this paper named as
the building committee, Increase C. Bosworth,
Jesse Oatman, Seth Greene, Thomas Deweese
and Edward W. Austin. This committee let
the contract for constructing the bridge to Edward W. Austin, George W. Hoit and Thomas
H. Thompson, who agreed to erect a bridge
with abutments "190 feet apart, with four piers

made of hewed timand complete the same by March 1,

between, ten feet high and
ber," etc.,
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sum of $1,565. That they promptly
terms is shown by this indorsement
upon its back: "We, the party of the second
part, do hereby accept the bridge which the

1839, for the

were

fulfilled its

the

party of the first part, in the within contract,
here agreed to build." Dated, "Dundee, February 27, 1839," and signed by each member of
the committee.

Some

of these subscribers lived at least three

or four miles from the proposed bridge, every

one of them in a log structure we would today
a hut, and very few of them had means sufficient to pay the government price for the land
they had claimed. The real magnitude of these
various undertakings may be faintly apprehended, by reflecting that the entire population
of the county in 1837, was less than that of
one small ward of our present populous cities.
and that their financial means were even more
call

stores, also, at each of these places,

common

be procured, and there were physicians who
could be called in case of accident or illness.
The more desirable lands near the timber,

and where water was available, had nearly all
been claimed, yet very little of it was actually
occupied.
The claims were usually so large
that neighbors were very widely separated. A
thousand acres or so was not a very large claim,
and it was not considered disreputably greedy
to claim as much land as you could run a furrow around in one day. Some shrewd men located and endeavored to hold several smaller
claims in choice localities. The only security
they had for the assumption of ownership of any
except the tract on which they resided, was
their individual ability to drive

and small degree

community

largely disproportionate.

where

necessities of the household could

away

intruders

of respect entertained

by the

for their pretensions.

These conditions produced frequent disputes
and controversies, and occasionally bitter conflicts and feuds.
As emigrants came driving

CHAPTER

VIII.

LAND CLAIMS, SURVEYS, LAND

TITLES.

—

PIONEER IMMIGRATION OF 1838-40 METHODS OF
LOCATING AND PROTECTING LAND CLAIMS
STRUGGLES BETWEEN THE CLAIM GRABBER AND
THE CLAIM JUMPER GOVERNMENT SURVEYS

THE THOMAS HUTCHINS SYSTEM

—

SOME IRREGUPREEMPTION TITLES AND
MANNER OF PERFECTING THEM GOVERNMENT
LAND OFFICE AT CHICAGO FIGHTING THE
"LAND SHARKS."

LARITIES EXPLAINED

—

The

settlers

who came

into the county after

1838 or 1840 were not so wholly isolated or de-

pendent upon themselves as were the earlier
pioneers.
By this time there were neighbors,
although widely separated, who would assist in
cases of sickness or other emergency. Roughly
sawed oak, black-walnut and bass-wood lumber
could be had for use in building; some small
kilns for burning lime had been made; "flourmills" were in operation within reasonable distance; and in the villages along the river, there
were tin, blacksmith, and shoe shops. There

through the country seeking desirable places to
locate, they camped upon the great open tracts
and looked with desire upon the fertile lands.
The former claimant soon observed the camp
and notified the newcomers of his "claim," and
endeavored to sell a portion of it, or, if he failed
to do so. ordered them to move on.
Usually
they went if the claim to previous ownership
did not appear too unreasonable; but at other
times

they

refused

to

recognize

the

claim-

and would neither buy nor move,
but set about making a "claim" of their own.
Thus the issue was fully joined. If the first
claimant was bold and resolute, and appeared
able to enforce his demand and the neighbors
seemed disposed to support his claim, the
new-comer would probably leave and make a
similar trial elsewhere; for he was not seeking
a fight and knew that, by and by, he would be
in the other fellow's situation and would not
wish anybody to "jump" the claim he was hoping to locate. But if the reverse of this appeared, he often stood his ground and prepared
Sometimes it came on then and
for battle.
there in a rough-and-tumble fight, to which the
women and children were often not idle spectators, but in which they took an active part.
The contestants were not out on a holiday
picnic, but were in desperate earnestness, seekeach had trailed in toil, priing homes and land
ant's right,

;

d
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vation and peril over the long journey from the
older States, and

was no

to be readily

trifler

Usually, however, after a war of words
and show of determination, if neither yielded,
the quarrel was referred to the neighbors, and
if public sentiment was adverse to the newbluffed.

comer,

was

him

continue the
struggle, for they dealt summarily and roughly
with the "claim-jumper." But if, on the other
hand, he and his family seemed to be honest
it

idle

for

to

and thrifty folks who would be a desirable addition to the community, and if his contention
that the first claim was unreasonable appeared
just, they took no action and the struggle became wholly personal. This was a dangerous
condition, and in the strife the most determined
and persistent won. Sometimes they remained
bitter enemies for years, while in other instances they became helpful friends after the
struggle was over.
One actual occurrence of this kind is narrated
to illustrate the conditions then prevailing over

the entire county that brought on

sometimes with disastrous

conflicts,

many such
In

results.

1835 or 1836 a Mr. D
who was an unusu
ally active, resolute man, settled in the county
,

and commenced making "jack-knife claims"

with a load of
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rails,

commenced building

a

W

and
around the cabin
were at work upon. This of course,
H
led to a quarrel, and the principals being hot
resolute men, quickly precipitated a fight.
was a large powerful man and defended himself with great courage and vigor,
but the numbers were too heavily against him,
and the battle seemed, as usual, to be going in
D
Infuriated by the unjust at's favor.
pulled his hunttack and unfair odds,
ing-knife and rushed upon his assailants like a
madman, stabbing and cutting some of them
and driving them from the field. Fortunately
held
none were seriously wounded.
fence close

W

W

W

the land, but the fight created a bitter feud that
lasted

many

years.

This dangerous condition

existed for six or eight years, until the lands

were pre-empted or purchased. The struggles
over pre-emption rights were almost as disturbing and bitter. The fact that so few homicides
occurred, and that these differences were so
frequently adjusted without violence, is ample
evidence of the innate quality of justice and
power of self-restraint possessed by the early
settlers of the county.

of

About 1838 the Government began the surveys

separate tracts, covering about a quarter sec-

lands of the county, the north tier of
townships being first surveyed. Theoretically,
and by provision of law also, the township lines
should be just six miles apart and run due
north and south, and the range lines should
also be just six miles apart and run due east
and west, thus dividing the land, like a checkerboard, into perfect six-mile squares, each containing thirty-six sections of one mile square
to the section. The township lines start at the
"Base Line," which had been very carefully surveyed and distinctly located, crossing the State
on an exactly east and west line. Its east end
is on the Wabash, a little north of Mount
Carmel, and its west end is on the Mississippi,
It crosses at
a few miles south of Belleville.
right angles the third principal meredian line

tion each, of the choicest pieces of land in that

He would

vicinity.

indicate

his

by
by
pole and

"claim"

driving a few stakes or by blazing trees,

plowing a furrow or building a

little

"brush shack, as suited his convenience.

The

approve of his
course, for they desired neighbors and that
the land should be improved. By his resolute
manner and belligerent attitude, however, he
stood-off some people who wished to locate on
these lands, and induced others to pay him
something for his "claim." At length a Mr.
settlers in the locality did not

W

looking for a desirable location, arrived and camped, and finding such a place and
,

seeing no indications of occupancy, he decided
upon a favorable spot and hired a Mr. H
to assist him in putting up a cabin for his
family.
It happened to be upon one of Mr.
"claims," and learning of it, Mr.
D
's
D
came to the place where the two men
were at work and warned them off. The usual
discussion followed;
refused to admit
the claim or to quit work, whereupon D
gathered about him a few rough fellows who
were accustomed to follow his lead, and, coming

W

of the

at the corners of the four counties of Clinton,

Marion, Washingon and Jefferson. The range
began at the "Third Principal Meridian,"
which also had been very carefully surveyed
and distinctly located, and which runs due
lines

north from the confluence of the Mississippi
and Ohio Rivers near Cairo to the Wisconsin
State line. This line passes three or four miles
Therefore, the townships
west of Rockford.

HISTORY OF KANE COUNTY.

644

The convergence

of Kane County number north from the Base
Line; and the Ranges east from the Third Principal Meridian. The south line of townships in
the county is No. 38 North, which should be 228
miles north of the Base Line, and the north
The ranges
line of townships is No .42 North.

they proceed toward the pole, also affects
the range lines as they run from meridian to
meridian.
The surveyors running the range
lines
from the established meridian
east
would likewise find their lines deflecting, com-

number east from the Third Principal
Meridian, and the west line of townships is
in Range 6 East, which should be thirty-six

a true "correctional line" like that between
Townships Forty-one and' Forty-two, locally

miles east of the meridian

row

of townships is in

line,

Range

while the east

Knowl-

8 East.

of exactly due north lines,

as

pelling

them

at intervals to

called a "base line,"

and

run more carefully

which

causes

fraction in each of the north sections of

the

Town-

edge of this enables a person to readily locate
any properly described tract of land situate in
the county.
The township and range lines
were first surveyed, cutting the county into
fifteen townships.
Then another set of surveyors came, and,

ship Forty-one.

by east and west and north and south lines,
one mile apart, divided each township into
thirty-six sections, each one mile square, and
containing 640 acres of land.
These secnumbered
consecutively,
betions
were
ginning at the northeast corner of the
township
numbering
to
and
west
six,
then dropping south bringing seven under six,
and numbering east to twelve, and so continuing, back and forth, to number thirty-six
in the southeast corner of the township. These
surveyors also ran half-section lines, cutting the
sections into quarters, and at each quarter-section corner they drove a stake properly marked

done, agreeing with each other to exchange
and convey lands after they had respectively
obtained title from the Government, in such

to designate the

number and the quarter

of the

section.

This beautiful system of land-surveys was deThomas Hutchins, the first Government Surveyor, and was adopted by the United

vised by

States in 1788.

It

is

the best ever yet sug-

gested; but, like all

human

perfect

application.

in

practical

party of surveyors rarely,

township surveys

strictly

theories,

if

it

is

not

The second

ever,

accurate,

found the

and con-

consequently there would be minus or plus
thirty-six even sections in a township.
They
carried these inaccuracies to the west and to
the north sections of the township. But larger

made by the first surveyors, who,
running their township lines north from
the Base Line, would
vary from an exact
northerly course and, to get back upon the
true line, were compelled to make an offset, like
that which projects the north tier of townships
of this county, about a mile and a quarter east

errors were
in

of the other townships.

As soon

as these surveys were made, enabling

the settlers to locate the sections and quarters,
the claimants began adjusting their claim-lines

and fences

to the

practicable;

and,

Government

when

lines, as far as

that could not well be

manner that each should finally retain the
boundaries of his original claim. It was a task
thick with perplexing difficulties and long deand full of tedious arguments and disThat agreements were reached amicably
in most cases and fairly executed, is highly
creditable to the good sense and just spirit that
prevailed.
Settlers also began filing their preemption notices with the Register of the Land
lays,

putes.

at Chicago, in compliance with the act
Congress of February 5, 1813, providing preemption rights to settlers in "Illinois Territory."
This act authorized "every person, or
legal representative of every person who has
actually inhabited and cultivated a tract of
land lying" within the Land District, to acquire
a preference in the purchase of "no more than
one quarter-section to any one individual,"
which shall be bounded "by the sectional and
divisional line run under the direction of the
Surveyor General." To obtain this preference
the person was required to "make known his
claim by delivering a notice, in writing, to the
Register of the Land Office, wherein he shall
particularly designate the quarter-section he
claims." When it was made to "appear to the
satisfaction of the Register and Receiver of public moneys of the Land Office," that the claimant
was entitled to such preference, he could "enter"
such quarter-section "with the Register of the
Land Office on producing his receipt from the
Receiver of public moneys for at least onetwentieth part of the purchase money." The act
Office

of
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further provided that these terms must be complied with "at least two

commencement

weeks before the time
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and the minimum price of Government
land was $1.25 per acre.
Many settlers pre-

after,

the

empted the quarter-section on which their buildings and improvements were located, and "entered" and paid for it just before the opening
of the public sale, and then endeavored, by
every possible device, to prevent persons from

whose ciaim lines could not be equitably adjusted to conform to the Government

entering or pre-empting the rest of their claim
until such time as they could, in some way,

divisional

procure the means to perfect title in themselves.
It was a time of bitter trial.
They banded
together and treated very roughly any person
endeavoring to obtain possession of or title to
these lands. As soon as the Government survey stakes were set, showing the section num-

of the

of the public sales," or

the claimant's rights should be "forfeited and
the land by him claimed shall be offered at
public sale with the other public lands." To facilitate the just division of the

lands

among

settlers

the

lines,

interested

parties

of

a

neighborhood would sometimes select one person to represent them

all

at the

Land

Office

and land sales, and this chosen representative
would make the proper entries and payments,
covering all the lands included within the
claim lines of all the parties he represented,
and obtain foF each purchaser one of the duplicate certificates of entry that were issued by
the Register of the Land Office, the other being
sent by the Register to the Commissioner of the

General Land

Washington to be recorded.
Having thus secured the Government
title, he would prepare and have the proper
Office

at

parties execute the deeds necessary to convey
to each person the land bounded by his claim

and deliver the conveyance to the grantee
upon compliance with the terms that had been
agreed upon. To obtain sufficient cash to secure the title to his claim was the one all-absorbing desire and effort of the early settlers and
lines,

bers and sub-divisions, speculators,

people called "land sharks,"

whom

the

swarmed over the

county, noting in books prepared for that pur-

pose the desirable quarter-sections, and then endeavoring, by every scheme they could devise
or concoct with others,

and

title.

The

settlers

to

acquire possession

whipped them, rode them

on a rail, burned their claim shanties, threatened to tie them to a log and float them down
the river, and by every means drove them from
the neighborhood.
The Government land officers usually favored the bona fide settlers and,
as a rule, they secured the legal ownership of
the lands to which they were fairly entitled.

their families.

The act of Congress enabling the Territory
become the State of Illinois, provided that
the lands therein, which should be sold by the
Government "after the first day of January,
1819, shall remain exempt from any tax laid by
order of or under any authority of the State,
whether for State, county or township, or any

CHAPTER

to

other purpose whatever, for the term of five
years from and after the day of sale."
This
exemption was a great relief to the first purchasers of lands for homes in the new county.
The "Land District" lying "north of the dividing line between Township Sixteen and Seventeen north of the Base Line and east of the
Third Principal Meridian, and extending north

IX.

EARLY SETTLERS AND THEIR STRUGGLES.

office

PROBLEMS THE EAKLY SETTLERS HAD TO FACE
BREAKING THE PRAIRIE SOD PLANTING OF
FIRST CROPS HARVESTING THE WHEAT CROP
STORING GRAIN AND VEGETABLES "WILD-CAT"
CURRENCY THE BARTER METHOD OF EXCHANGE
MODES OF LIVING HARDSHIPS OF EARLY
HOUSEWIVES A FISHING FROLIC -AMUSEMENTS
CHICAGO AS A WHEAT MARKET PRIMITIVE
ROADS MARK BEAUBIEN AND THE OLD "SAUGANASH."

accommodate purchasers and
others," and to appoint a Register and Receiver.
This Land Office was opened at Chicago soon

Many of the early settlers had greatly improved their claims before the Government of-

—

to the northern

boundary of the State which
includes Kane County was formed by act of
Congress dated February 19, 1831; and it

—

authorized

"where

it

the

President

to

locate

an

—

—

—

—

—

—

—

will best
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fered the land for sale.

They had made adhad built

ditions to the first cabin or, perhaps,

a more commodious and comfortable one; they
had sunk a well, probably about twenty-five feet
deep,

to

permanent and excellent water, and

they had enclosed large well-cultivated fields
with good staked-and-ridered rail fences. They
had also provided better shelter for their stock

and increased their herds, and many of them
had planted fine orchards of fruit. The lives of
both men and women were strenuous with toil
and beset with many discomforts. Very few
of them had a surplus dollar when they first
came under the shelter of the original cabin,
and had often struggled with the closest
economy through the first winter. It was at
once an urgent necessity to subdue the wild
land, and fit the rich soil for cultivation, and it
required a strong team to break the prairie sod.
Neighbors could combine their forces and make
a team of three or four yoke of oxen, and, with
the strongest plow attainable, in turn do as
much breaking for each other as they could.
A few years later regular breaking teams, of
four to seven yoke of cattle, with a plow made
for this especial purpose, were organized, and
did the larger part of this work for a whole
neighborhood.
The breaking plow was, of course, heavy and
strong in all its parts. By the attaching clevis
it could be regulated to cut a sod from twenty
to thirty or more inches wide, and two to four
or five inches in thickness.

Three inches was

usually considered the best depth of furrow.

It

was equipped with a standing or a rolling coulter, the "land side" was high and thick and extended well back and the "point" projected far
forward, perhaps one-third the length of the

beam. The share was broad and long and laid
wide and flat upon the bottom of the furrow. It
was edged with tempered steel, by frequent
hammering drawn thin and then filed keen and
sharp.
When in good order, one of these big
plows would sever a grub or red root an inch
or two in diameter with scarcely a perceptible
shock. The boys would kill some worthless dog,
tan his hide, and cut it into strips of suitable
width, and then braid them into a firm lash ten
or twelve feet in length. Fine young iron-woods
grew along the clay banks of the creeks, and
they would select one for a stock that was
about an inch and a quarter to an inch and
three-quarters thick at the butt and some ten

and tapering evenly to the
and full of spring.
These made a whip with which a stout boy,
walking near the center of a seven-yoke team,
could raise cruel welts and sometimes bloody
stripes upon the backs of the leaders or of the
beam oxen, and with which he often wickedly
cut down many a luckless bird. They generally
laid off the ground that was to be broken into
feet long, straight
size

of one's little finger

"lands"

fourteen

either

or

twenty-one paces

wide, and of course as long as the piece that

was

which was often a half mile or
more. Sometimes they encircled the whole field.
Around and around these "lands" or squares
to be plowed,

toiled the slow breaking-team, turning the broad

furrows of grass and flower-covered sod. And
toward the constantly diminishing area of grass
and flower concealment converged the many
reptiles and swarms of creeping, crawling, jumping creatures whose haunts were being destroyed,

until

the lessening space

was

fairly

alive with the repulsive collection.

The driver was usually a sturdy barefoot

boy,

"in his teens," and back and forth in their midst

he picked his wary footsteps, especially alert
to avoid the dangerous "massasauga," that inRight glad he was. when
fested all the land.
the narrowing "land" permitted him to walk in
the smooth cool furrow on the opposite side
from the team. And as these creatures fled
from the narrow cover, he very often, almost
severed the gliding snake, or scurrying gopher,
with a stroke of that long terrible whip. The
man at the plow had rather an easy time walking between the steady handles down the long
furrows, for the plow would stand alone; but
out at the ends, hammering and
share and dragging it to place and
setting it up for the next furrow was heavy
work. The chains were all unhooked at noon,
and the cattle grazed upon the prairie, yoked,
while the men went to dinner. At sunset they

throwing

it

filing the

were driven

to the yard,

unyoked and turned out

for the nigbt.

In such a team there usually was at least one
yoke which had the vicious habit of dashing
away as they were being unyoked. The moment
the driver began raising the bow of the near ox
to remove the key, no matter how gently
they
were seized with a
proceeded,
he

strange

key

frenzy

was

soothingly

of

removed
began

to

excitement.

he
and
withdraw

When
quietly

the

bow,

the

and
as
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it left the yoke and before it could be drawn
from his neck, off clashed the near ox, either
forward or backward, while at the same instant
away sprang the off ox with the yoke swinging
at his neck and, like a crazy beast, he plunged
around and around the yard, the swinging yoke
banging against the corners of the fence, and
the narrow bow turning across his neck and
choking him until exhausted and panting for
breath he stopped and stood with protruding
tongue and quivering flanks, while the driver
stole softly up to him and warily prepared to
dodge the swinging yoke if the animal should
again break away as he was quite liable to do
gently unkeyed the bow and removed the
It seemed almost imyoke from his neck.

—

—

possible to

acquired.

cure this miserable habit

At daylight

was up and away
a

"hickory"

trousers.

in the

if

once

morning the boy

after the oxen, clad only in

shirt

and

He was wet

coarse

to

cotton-cloth

the waist with the

cold night dew, and the saw-edged wire grass

cut his tough feet painfully, but the cattle

must

be in and yoked before breakfast at sunrise.
This first plowing killed the grass and flowers

very thoroughly, but the mass of tough roots
decayed slowly, and required fully a year or two
"Backfor the sods to entirely disintegrate.
setting" and "cross-plowing" this tough sod was
very hard work for man and team.
The early breaking was often sowed or
planted to some spring crop, and in the fall winter-wheat was frequently sowed upon the sod.
Corn was usually planted upon sod with an
axe.

With a stroke

hand, a hole was

of the axe, carried in one

made

with the
other hand a few kernels of corn were dropped
into the opening, and a shuffle and pressure of
the foot upon the spot covered the seed. These
movements were each so slight and so quickly
done that the planter scarcely paused in his
slow walk. No marking was done, and very
little

in the sod;

cultivation given, yet quite fair crops of

corn were often produced. Wheat was the only
cash crop, and was very nearly the farmer's sole
dependence for money to meet his few cash
obligations, and by and by when the land-sale
occurred, to pay for his land upon which ab-

was staked. For a number of
years after the first breaking, the land produced very fine crops of plump heavy winter-

solutely his all

wheat

of

most excellent

quality.

quently sowed broadcast in the

It

field of

was

fre-

ripening

corn, by a
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man on horseback. The green fields
made rich pasturage for the

winter-wheat

of

wild deer.

There are few rural sights more lovely than a
large field of clean wheat, its long full heads of

ripening grain standing thick and even over
the land, swaying gracefully in the summer
breeze and giving such delightful promise of

an abundant harvest very soon to be ready for
the ingathering. And there is no keener financial
disappointment than that of the debtladen farmer, who watches with pride and intense satisfaction this near fruition of his toil,
when he awakens after an unusually hot July
night

,to find

a misty,

"muggy" morning with-

warm stifling vapor
steaming cloud over his field.
He knows all too well that his only hope of escape from the deadly blight is the coming of a
cool breeze that will shake the dampness and
heat from the grain stalks before the summer
sun pierces the cloud, and adds its torrid ray.
But the calm continues, and about mid-forenoon
the mist rises and the full sunlight and heat
bursts above the field revealing the whole promising crop of wheat blighted and utterly ruined.
Such was the frequent and disheartening experience of many Kane County farmers during

out a

ripple

hanging

the

of

air,

the

like a

'fifties.

The ordinary

yield of

wheat was from twenty
Oats, barley and

to forty bushels to the acre.

rye produced bountifully.
Properly cultivated
corn made from fifty to eighty bushels to the
acre and continuous replanting did not appear
to

exhaust the

soil.

Three or four hundred

bushels of "Pinkeye" or "Neshannock" potatoes,

were often dug from an acre's planting, and
the pestiferous Colorado beetle or potato-bug
was unknown. Early in June the farmer, or
his boys or girls

row

of

young

went along each third or fourth
and in each third or fourth

corn,

pushed a pumpkin seed into the soft earth.
the frost was on the pumpkin, and the
fodder in the shock," what innumerable loads of
great red and yellow pumpkins covered the
field.
A full load of a wagon-box with sideboards, could be bought in the towns for one
dollar.
They furnished excellent and abundant
food for all farm-stock during the fall. Large
and luscious water-melons and musk-melons
were raised in great abundance, usually on some
piece of low rich ground hidden in the midst
hill

"When

of the corn-field.
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work was done by hand and with
The plow of the
implements.
pioneers was an iron-share and land-side, with
a wooden or strap-iron mold-board. Later our
All farm

the

crudest

farmers used a cast-iron mold-board, set so
squarely against the furrow, in an effort to
make it scour, that it was a terrible draft for
the team, and drawn at a fast walk would frequently turn the sod a complete somerset.
Gradually this gave place to the long, easy-slop-

moldboard of today. The
harrow was a rough heavy triangle or square
with bars across, set with uneven blacksmith
forged iron teeth or wooden pegs, and was
usually made on the farm. All sowing was done
by hand broadcast. The shovels, hoes, rakes,
etc., were entirely hand-made, very heavy, rough
and dull, and wearisome to use. Grain was cut
with the cradle, which was then a comparatively
ing, polished

steel

new harvesting implement, for many settlers
brought sickles with them from the East. The
older "turkey wing" and the
new-fashioned
"grapevine" or "muley," were each hotly championed as the best cradles. Of course, the grain
was raked and bound by hand, the bands being
made by forming with a dexterous turn of the
hands, a knot with the heads of a good handful of straight grain stalks, and so dividing
it as to give a double length to pass around the
bundle, and being drawn tight, twist the butts
together, and turn and tuck the ends in a bow
under the band.
At harvest time every available person in
the community was urgently needed to secure
Literally many people worked night
and day, and often on Sunday. Frequently the
shocking was done by starlight, the stacking resumed after supper and continued far into the
night.
Breakfast was over at sunrise; luncheon was served at about ten o'clock; from
twelve to one was given to dinner and rest;
luncheon again about four or five o'clock; then
work until sunset and finally supper, was the
usual clay's routine in the harvest time. Jugs
of water were always accessible in the field,
and many farmers furnished whisky also, which
could be bought at any grocery store for
eighteen or twenty cents a gallon.
Swinging
the cradle from sunrise to sunset with three

the crop.

or four strong

men

pressing steadily behind or
leading away in front, with the utmost possible
reach of the cradle into the standing grain and
laying each cut evenly into the swath, and all

with cadenced step and stroke that had to be
met and equaled, was indeed laborous toil. To
rake the grain cleanly and bind it firmly and
evenly and keep up with a good cradler, required a mighty active handy man, and it was
considered an annoying feat to crowd the
cradler by raking the grain from the fingers of
the cradle before it was aid in the swath. So
there usually was strife in the gang, and an

crowd and "push" each other.
During the first few years of the occupancy
of his claim, the early settler's most strenuous
efforts were necessary to produce enough for the
immediate pressing needs of his family; then,
to improve somewhat the comforts and conveniences of living, and gradually to enlarge his
facilities for raising larger crops with which to
pay for his land at the Government sale. The
first small crops were frequently threshed with
a flail of his own manufacture, or trampled
out by the colts upon a closely-cut grass sod,
and the carefully swept up grain was winnowed
in the breeze upon a sheet of cloth.
The first
threshing machine was a terror; they called it
a "squirt machine."
It was simply a wooden
cylinder and concave, each set with iron teeth
not too firmly fastened in place, and that sometines flew out with fearful velocity. The straw,
chaff, dirt and grain were hurled from it in a
mass. The heavier grains of wheat came flying
from the cloud of stuff and rattled around like
bird shot from a musket, and it was a frightfully wasteful affair.
A separator and straw
carrier, however, was soon devised and attached
effort to

to

it.

There were, of course, no granaries or barns,
and the threshed grain was stored usually at
the place of threshing in cribs

made

of rails so

edge of each rail was toward
the outer side, and the crib was flaring, larger
at the top, thus excluding the rain. The bottom,
laid that the thin

also,

was

of flat rails laid closely together,

and

more above the ground, and the
whole was lined with straw. The sides and
ends were laid up cob-house fashion, and the
straw lining arranged as the grain was poured
into it. When the grain was all in, rails were
laid across a few inches above it, and the whole
raised a foot or

nicely roofed with straw, topped off with' wild

hay.

The grain was

cept

from

excellently preserved exravages of mice. Corn was
cribbed in the same way, the straw lining being

omitted.

the

Corn was husked

in

the

field

and.
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during the winter, the cattle foraged on the nubbins and stalks. As there were no cellars, the
potatoes were kept over winter in fine shape,
by smoothing a circle some six or eight feet
in diameter on some dry place in the "patch"
and piling the sound freshly-dug potatoes upon
it in a pyramid, covering them with a layer of
straw like a thatch, and shoveling upon this a
thin banking of earth.
At the foot of the
mound a shallow ditch was dug encircling it
for drainage, and the whole was covered with
As winter
coarse wild hay to shed the rain.
approached more covering was put on to exclude the frost, but with care not to make it
too warm, and in spring the potatoes were
fresh and nice as

when

first

dug.

was no reliable cash
any of the products of the farm except wheat. Coin alone was legal tender money,
find there was not enough of it in circulation

Up

to about 1860 there

market

here to

for

do one-tenth the necessary business.

The few coins that were obtainable were nearly
all of foreign mintage, the stamp entirely obliterated by wear, and the piece very thin and
German, Spanish and English coins, oldlight
fashioned shillings, sixpences and the like, with

—

now and then
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chant footed up these balances and took the
farmer's note, drawing ten per cent, interest,
for the sum due. He would accept dressed pork
at about eight to ten shillings per hundred, and
potatoes at twelve to twenty cents per bushel.
He took chickens at sixpence to a shilling
each, eggs at four to eight cents a dozen, and
butter at seven to twelve and a half cents a
pound. He charged from a shilling to eighteen
pence per yard for calico; for sugar, ten to
fifteen cents a pound, and about "two bits" a
pound for loaf-sugar. Other goods bore proportionate prices.
As to the quality of
brown sugar and the butter, "the less said
better."
Their inferiority was equal, but
prices widely divergent.
Every artisan

the
the
the

and

man took "store pay" for part of
and wood, a cow, a pig or "farm
truck" for a good portion of the balance. The
want of market is well illustrated by the argument used to deter farmers from giving the
professional
his

bill,

right-of-way or assisting in the construction of

& Chicago Union Railroad" (now
& North-Western Railway), which
was, that it would supersede the "Frink &
Walker" stage lines, and so destroy the demand

the "Galena
the Chicago

a sovereign or half-sovereign.
Dealers put varying value upon these pieces.
United States coins rarely got into general cir"Red-dog," "wild-cat," "stump-tail"
culation.

for hay, oats and corn to feed the stage-horses,
and there was no other cash market for these

and "shin-plasters" were the euphonious names

the

applied to the crude stuff that circulated as

times, and

currency, and counterfeits abounded.
of different banks had as

many

The

bills

different values,

and these values fluctuated from day to day. At
every payment of money, the "Bank-note Reporter," issued weekly or oftener, was consulted
and the percentage value of each bill computed.
It would be impossible to exaggerate the bewildering and worthless variety of bills and
tokens that were in circulation, not alone in

Kane County, but throughout the western country.

These conditions necessarily caused barter to
he the usual method of exchange. Every store
in the early days kept a general assortment of
articles needed by the settler, and would take
from him, in trade, almost any product of his
farm—the difference between the merchant's
and the farmer's position being that the farmer
fixed the price of both articles, and "charged"
the balance that usually occurred up to the
Each six or twelve months the merlatter.

products.

How

is

the settler's wife

and

hardships
a

make

marvel.

her family at

The

beds,

all

to

of

endure
those

comfortable,

was about fourand had a low loft

log house

teen by sixteen feet in
for

managed

inconveniences

size,

reached by a ladder or open steep

narrow stairway in one corner. After the sawmills were started, a "lean-to" for a sort of summer kitchen, and perhaps another for a bed
room, was added. The water was "hard" and
she had to "soften" it for washing with ashes;
she

made her own

soap; at

first

she "dipped,"

and later, she "molded" her own candles. There
were no canning processes then, and she dried
such fruit as she could get. She often milked
the cows (out of doors) and always cared for
the milk and cream and butter, and frequently
churned. Some of the more thrifty people had
a little hole under the middle of the floor,
reached by a trap door, called a cellar, and a
few built out-door cellars; but the majority of
the log houses had neither. Ice in summer was
unknown, and in winter everything froze solid.
There was no wire screen made, and even mos-
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of flying

In winter
to capture or prepare them for food.
the children caught great numbers of prairie
chickens and quails in traps set with a "figure-

now.

four."

was a most recent convenience.
mosquitoes, gnats, millers and varieties

quito netting
Flies,

bugs were far more abundant than
Matches were almost unknown; the flint
and steel, with tinder or punk, was often used,
and some fortunate people had a "sun-glass."
Fire was carefully buried in ashes and kept
over night, and if it unluckily "went out," the
good wife had to send or go to a neighbor's,
probably a mile away, and borrow some live
coals. The house was so small and the presence
so many men was required to do all the
farm work by hand, that she had no place or
time for privacy or quiet rest; and yet, so adof

mirably adapted to necessary surroundings is
our human nature, that both men and women
toiled contentedly and happily, amid these adverse conditions, in making and improving
their pioneer homes.

The

little

clock or looking-glass shelf in the

cabin was usually ornamented with a display of

Indian

stone-hatchets,

and

flint,

spear

and

arrow-heads, and by strings of blown-out wild
bird eggshells, ranging from the large sand-hill
crane and wild-goose egg, to the tiny ones of
the wren and

humming

number of massasauga
and number of buttons.
of

There were also a
varying sizes
Perhaps a wasp's nest,

bird.

rattles, of

unusual size or peculiar shape, decorated a

corner of the single room.
All

the slaughtering and the dressing and

preserving of the pork and beef was done on

Often when the fish were "running," the men
few neighboring families would procure a
seine and have a day's profitable sport at the
of a

and sometimes the women accompanied
They selected a place with
gradually sloping banks and smooth even bottom, from waist to arm-pit deep, and the excitriver,

them

for a picnic.

ing sport began.

diaw

A

sufficient

taut and haul

number

of

men

to

handled the
seine by the rods at its ends, and they swept
it out into, and in a wide curve through, a
portion of the stream, then gradually bringing
the ends to the shore and carefully drawing it
it

it

steadily,

out to the center, where the fishes gathered, and
The
so landing the shining, flopping catch.

small ones and nondescripts were tossed back
into the water. A successful sweep of the net

brought to land at least a bushel or two of fine
was running.
Pickerel
were preferred.
Sometimes they
dressed and salted the larger portion of the
catch as they were taken. A reliable man tells
of helping to catch, near St. Charles in 1837 or
1838, with a four-rod seine, and dress and salt
ten barrels of fine pickerel in one day. To inpickerel or red horse, whichever

sure a fair and equal division of the

men would

divide

them

into as

fish,

many

the

equally

desirable piles as there were parties interested.

was

the farm, and the farmer's wife "tried out" the

Then

Whenever an animal was
butchered a portion of the meat was distributed among the neighbors, and if it was a
calf, the "rennet" was carefully preserved for
some neighbor who occasionally made a cheese.
The scarcity of fruit was a great discomfort for
a number of years until the transplanted trees

around a few times and placed with his back
to the fish, and a person pointing to one of the
piles, asked him "who shall have these?"
to
which he replies by naming one of the party.
Thus by questions and replies each pile was apportioned.
These fishing excursions, turkeyshoots and wolf-surrounds were the larger
sports of the men; tea parties and quiltings interested the women; and dancing parties, sing-

lard

and

tallow.

and cultivated fruit plants began to produce.
The wild fruits were abundant during the short
season, but they quickly passed, and for months
there was no fruit to be had save the scant
supply of very choice "preserves" that good
house-wives carefully prepared.
Dried pumpkin was the common substance for table fruit,
during many months of the year.
"No,
thank'ee; not any pickle," said the hired man,
"but please pass up the pumpkin sass." Bread
(and pancakes for the winter breakfast), salt
pork and potatoes, and milk gravy were the
regular and monotonous daily diet. Game and
fish were abundant, but the men were too busy

a

bystander

blindfolded,

turned

—

ing schools,

matches,

spelling

corn-huskings,

and pumpkin-parings were the entertainments
of the young people. Oxen did the greater part
of the team work, and often drew merry parties
of young folks to these frolics. Aside from the
"prairie

doubtful

schooners" of the immigrants, it is
if there was a half score of covered

vehicles in

Hired

Kane County

as late as 1840.

men working by

the year received about

eight or nine dollars per

and washing; the hired
shillings per week.

A

month and

girl

their board

had from

fairly

good

six to ten

cow was
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worth seven to ten dollars, an ordinary yoke of
oxen from thirty-five to sixty dollars, and a
horse was of about the value of a yoke of cattle.
There were very few cash sales at any price, as
barter was the almost universal rule, and the
people then in the county were financially very
poor indeed, in comparison with its present in-

cents per bushel and dressed pork for about
ten shillings per hundred. The teams usually
found return loads of goods for the merchants,

habitants.

and at about this date (1837-1840) the
bridges over the streams were being built.
There was very little fencing to interfere and
roads,

After about 1840 Chicago furnished a reliable
cash market for the surplus wheat product of
the farm, and it was taken there by teams unadvent
of
the
railroad.
Forty
til
the
bushels
horses,

or of lumber, and very frequently they brought
out the families and household effects of newcomers, who had arrived by way of the lakes.
No work whatever had been done upon the

was a
and the

fair

about

three

trip

load

from

a

for

the

team of
Fox River

Ox-teams,

first

teamsters picked their own way through and
around the sloughs in wet weather. It was by
no means unfrequent for them to drive into the
wet slough as far as the struggling team could

of

move

were slower, yet they were very frequently used. There were many freighters who,
with four and six-horse teams and huge covered
wagons, made regular trips from the country
west as far as Galena, and Frink & Walker were
running daily lines of four-horse stages between
Galena and Chicago.
In the fall after the
threshing was nearly completed, and while the
roads were fine, all the highways leading from
the west through Kane County to Chicago were
and half the few
filled with loaded teams,
Each
houses along the way were 'taverns. "
of them, and the public-houses at Chicago also,
were full to overflowing every night. Bach bed
would have two occupants, and then the late
comers slept on the hay at the stable, or on the
bar-room floor. It was a joke of the times, that
Mark Beaubien of the old "Sauganash" could
cover sixteen men with one blanket, by successively drawing it carefully from those asleep
over the ones who had just lain down. Five
shillings for supper, lodging and breakfast for
one man and hay for the horses, was the regular price at country taverns.
Whisky, "which
then sold for about eighteen cents a gallon at
every grocery store," was free. Kane County
farmers usually took with them noon lunches
for the men, and oats or corn for the horses.
Wheat sold at Chicago for from thirty to fifty

their

required
course,

651-3

days.

the load, then carry the sacks across on
backs, hitch the team to the rear end

wagon and draw it back in the deep cuts
wheels had made in the wet sod to firmer
ground. They then put the team in place again
at the pole, drove over where the sod was uncut
of the
its

and reloaded the sacks of grain. In the late
fall of 1848 or 1849. two men and a boy of
fifteen spent a whole afternoon in taking two
loads of Kane County wheat from the east end
of Meacham's grove to Cottage Hill (now Elmhurst), a distance of two or three miles across
the prairie to the terminus of the Galena & Chicago Union Railroad. They would "back" half
a load across a slough, and by doubling the
team draw the other half load over. How many
times they waded sloughs carrying a two-bushel
bag of wheat cannot be told; the labor of it
the reader may imagine. As the track was laid
westward, each new station which was merely
a side-track and a little passenger platform,

—

with carpenters at work constructing a cheap
depot building became a busy crowded point
of shipment, toward which hundreds of teams
turned from the paralleling highways on
either side, to transfer their loads to the waiting
cars; and, after a rain, such struggles through
the soft sod between the highways and the wonderful new railroad, were constantly occurring
along the whole line and on both sides of it.

—
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CHAPTER

KANE COUNTY.
promptly
found it
difficult to obtain pure sweet milk, with puncThe effort to
tuality and certainty, each day.
supply this daily necessity opened a new industrial era in the Fox River valley and throughout the great Northwest.
On February 12,
1852, Mr. Phineas H. Smith shipped from Elgin, over the old Galena & Chicago Union Railroad to the late J. Irving Pierce, then the genial landlord of the "Adams House" in Chicago,
the first can of milk ever sold out from the
county of Kane. Little did he, or any other
person, then realize the vast industrial revolution being inaugurated. Years later, as Elgin
was rapidly becoming the center of an immense
trade in dairy goods and supplies, when its
products were sought and prices quoted in both
domestic and foreign markets, that battered old
can was traced and found; and it is now in the
possession of Mrs. A. M. Stewart, the daughter
It has been exhibited at Dairyof Mr. Smith.
men's Associations in this and neighboring
States, and was given an honorable place at the
World's Columbian Exposition, as a significant
relic of the opening of a most wholesome, profitable and widely-distributed industry.
Many
ability of local producers to furnish

X.

and

DAIRYING, STOCK-GROWING

AND MANU-

FACTURES.

A REVOLUTION IN INDUSTRIES DECLINE IN AGRICULTURE AND RISE OF THE DAIRYING INDUSTRY
INTRODUCTION AND GROWTH IN CHICAGO
IMPROVED BREEDS OF DAIRY STOCK ORIGIN OF
ELGIN DAIRY BOARD OF TRADE STATISTICS OF
BUTTER AND CHEESE TRADE OTHER STOCKGROWING INTERESTS ELGIN WATCH COMPANY
AND OTHER MANUFACTURING ENTERPRISES
AGGREGATE CAPITAL AND NUMBER OF EMPLOYES
FOX RIVER VALLEY CITIES BANKING BUSINESS AND PROPERTY VALUATIONS.

—

—

—

The

new county were, of neabsorbed in producing crops
capable of giving quick returns with which to
meet their immediate and pressing needs, and
to pay for and improve their lands, to give
much attention to agricultural methods, perhaps more profitable but requiring longer time
in bringing financial returns.
During the first
fifteen or twenty years of the county's settlement, the new land gave a bounteous and reliable yield of excellent wheat; and it was practically the only source of cash revenue for all
the people, for, as yet, there was no manufacturing industry in the county except of individsettlers in the

cessity, too deeply

workmen

ual

strictly

tion

local

in

the

needs.

depended

common
Every

upon the

trades to meet

financial

yield

and

transacprice

of

wheat.

Early in the

'50s, however, the yield began
and the entire failure of the crop
to become more frequent, thus forcing the people into more varied productions and industries.
Chicago's enormous handlings of wheat
were creating a great lake commerce and at-

to

decline

tracting the attention of capitalists.
Its future as a great railway and commercial center
was becoming clearly apparent, and its hotels

were crowded with brainy men intent on large
business plans and projects. The young urban
giant of the century was fairly entering upon its
marvelous career.
Its demand for food supplies that must of necessity be fresh and wholesome each day, was rapidly outgrowing the

reliably.

persons

mal

The

now claim

creation,

hotels, especially,

the

cow

to be, of all the ani-

man's best and most constant

friend from his cradle to his bier.
In Kane
County she is certainly the gentle queen of
safe and profitable investments.

Other Chicago hotels soon made contracts
with Elgin farmers for their daily supply of
milk, and the peddlers of the city quickly
sought the same source of supply. The movement seemed extremely popular and, in a short
time, nearly every milkman's wagon in Chicago was labeled, "Elgin Dairy-" They received
their cans of milk at the cars each day on the
incoming of the morning trains; and the
scores of these wagons, crowding toward the
milk-cars almost before the train stopped each
driver struggling to secure his cans and hurry
away attracted the attention of hundreds of
travelers each day, and spread the fame of
Elgin as a dairy center far and wide.
This
continued many years after Elgin ceased to
ship a can of milk, and to quite an extent is

—

—

practiced.
Naturally, conditions upon the
farms changed to meet this new demand, and
dairying became the dominant interest of the
county, although in Big Rock, and in portions
still

of

the adjoining

and hogs are

still

townships,

many

fine

steers

raised and fattened for the
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Chicago market. Successful dairying requires
the very best strains of milk-producing stock;
yet, while breeding-cows yield the largest flow
of excellent milk, it is also highly desirable to
produce animals best

when

fitted

for the

shambles

their brief career as milkers terminates.

As a consequence the study and experiments,
tending toward these results, have wrought
wonderful improvements in the domestic animals of the county. The "scrub" stock of the
pioneers have vanished and there are now as
fine breeding herds of Durham, Hereford, Holstein, Guernsey and Polled Angus cattle in
Kane county as can be found anywhere else in
the republic.
Few of the dairymen, however,
seem to favor full-bred cows, but rather to prefer a cross showing a generous strain of their
In riding through the county,
not difficult to note the preference of the
owners of the fine herds of milk-cows grazing
favorite blood.

it

is

the rich pastures by the wayside.
Since
about 1874, when Dr. Joseph Tefft introduced
bis famous Friesian-Holstein cow, "Zwaan,"
which startled our incipient dairymen by a
daily yield of eight gallons of milk, there has
been a marked increase in both the quantity
and quality of the milk produced. The change
in the products of the farm is now complete.
To-day no wheat is raised in Kane county, nor
any other cereal for market, while hundreds of
car-loads of various stock foods are annually
brought into the county, and the Fox River
valley is known as one of the finest dairy regions of the world. The great factories of "Borin
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They long and earnestly protested to both publishers and dealers against the unjust deception, but in vain, and the persistence of these
misrepresentations brought about the organization of the Elgin Dairy Board of Trade in 1872.
Chicago dealers ridiculed and ignored the project, and the Southern and Eastern markets
were appealed to. Their representatives, especially from St. Louis and New Orleans, at once
appeared at its meetings and readily purchased
its offerings, thus assuring its success.
The extraordinarily rapid expansion of its operations,
as producers and purveyors of these indispensable food supplies, here met on fair and honest terms, has been a marvel of surprise to its
most sanguine friends.
Its vast volume of
steadily increasing trade is shown in the subjoined table compiled by its Secretary and
published in the Elgin Dairy Report:
Statistics of the Elgin Dairy Board of
Trade Total production for thirty-one years
(1872 to 1902, inclusive):
Butter, 587,989,045
pounds;
cheese,
pounds.
193,631,354
Total

—

number pounds

'of

both,

781,620,399;

value,

$147,361,251.

The following

figures

indicate

the average

pound (in cents) on the
Trade for the last fourteen

price of butter per

Elgin

Board

years, viz.:

of

1889, 22 3-4; 1890, 22 3-8; 1891, 25;

1892, 25 1-4; 1893, 25 7-8; 1894, 22; 1895, 20 6-10;
1896, 17 8-10;

1897, 18 4-10; 1898, 18 8-10; 1899,
20 6-10; 1900, 21 8-10; 1901, 21 1-8; 1902, 24 1-8.

The sales on the Board, during
have aggregated as follows:

last six years,

Pounds.

den's Condensed Milk

Company," located at Eland St. Charles, alone require an average of many tons of milk daily,
gin, Carpentersville,

in the preparation of their various brands of
excellent lacteal foods.
This company has

never failed to

make monthly

cash payment in

1897, Butter

44,224,022

Value.
$9,137,219

Cheese

9,520,668

618,834

Total

$

9,756,053

full to its patrons;

in 1863,

it

and, since its organization
has disbursed many millions of dol-

farmers of Kane County.
Early in the '60s many of our dairymen engaged in the manufacture of cheese and, for ten
or fifteen years, produced much more cheese
than butter for the general trade. The factorymen soon discovered, however, that a large portion of their best product was repacked at Chicago their sole market and put into packages labeled "Orange County Butter" and "New
York Full Cream Cheese," and, under these
false brands, was quoted in the Chicago papers
and sold on its markets at higher prices than
was demanded for Western butter and cheese.
lars to the

—

—

1898, Butter

42,579,139

$8,004,878

Cheese

6,841,715

496,024

Total

$ 8.500,902

1899, Butter

43,610,507

$9,027,374

Cheese

6,104,725

518,901

Total

$ 9,546,275

1900, Butter

44,061,368

$9,638,424

Cheese

4,399,964

307,997

Total

$ 9,946,421
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1901, Butter

44,763,468

$10,464,277

Cheese

6,840,413

547,233

Total

$11,011,510

1902, Butter

45,121,360

$10,887,784

Cheese

5,847,408

467,792

Total

$11,355,576

Grand Total

$60,116,837

be observed that far more butter than
now sold upon the Board. Of course,
Kane County actually produces but a minor
portion of these enormous handlings, yet here
the butter trade of the world centers; here the
It will

cheese

is

the vast product of the best butter ever made
for the general market finds its outlet to the
consumer, and the quotations of this Board

Trade establish the price in the markets of
world.
Some of the finest and largest
creameries ever operated in any land are located in Kane County, and are steadily turning out 250 to 300 sixty-p6und tubs of pure
creamery butter per week; and the company
controlling them operates scores of other model
factories in this and adjoining States, having
a combined output of delicious butter that sells
The
for more than a million dollars annually.
factories are introducing a unique method of
dealing with the farm dairymen that may
prove satisfactory and helpful. It is to have
the cream extracted from the freshly drawn
milk at the dairy by a hand separator, and only
the thoroughly cooled cream brought to the
factory; the sweet skimmed milk to be fed to
the young stock on the farm. As each invoice
of cream is received at the factory, a very
carefully weighed quantity is taken to the
"testing room" and, by means of a "tester,"

of

the

exact quantity of "butter fat" is ascertained.
these data the amount of butter it will
produce is determined, and the farmer is paid

its

From

according to the price of butter.
Improvement in the size, power, action, endurance and style of the horse has fully kept
pace with that noted in cattle.
The first

marked improvement

in this direction

was the

by the Fletcher Horse Company
of the splendid Percheron Norman stallion
"Success" about 1870, and his immense success laid the foundation of the great "Oak
Lawn" stables which, today, stand at the head
of all like establishments in the land.
Mr.
Mark W. Dunham (deceased) was the active
introduction

member

company, and in 1874 he purHis
of his copartners.
original farm of about 200 acres has been enchased

of this

the

interest

larged to include 1,700 acres of as fine grazing,

hay and grain land as can be found, and the
splendid property is now owned by his only
son and two daughters. "Oak Lawn" has imported and bred about 6,000 Percheron and
French coach-horses of the finest type and purest lineage, as is evidenced by the awards it has
received, amounting to 182 first prizes, and 42
medals of the highest order, from the last five
Universal Expositions held in the United
States, Great Britain and France.
Fine studs of imported Clydes from Scotland, and Cleveland Bays from England, were
soon after established within the county, and
have been steadily and profitably maintained.
During the '40s one or more choice "Black
Hawk" or "Gifford" Morgans were brought into
the county, and a little later the "Updykes"
appeared. At about the close of the great war,
the

Hambletonians

later years the

were

introduced,

and in

Oak Lawn, and some other

sta-

have had full stalls of the very best imported French and English coach-horses. Gentlemen of ample means and lovers of this noblest animal creation have kept, in their city
stables and on their stock farms, sires of the
bles,

choicest strains of racing blood
turf;

known

to the

and the result of breeding and cross-breed-

ing these very best stocks is shown in the splendid horses daily to be seen on the streets of
every city, and on every highway of the county.
It is not extravagant to assert that Kane has
as high an average excellence of horses as any

county of our great State.
From about 1845 to 1885 considerable attention was given to sheep-raising, and the first
extensive manufacturing establishments in the
county were the "Aurora Woolen Mills" of
James G. Stolp, which commenced carding and
spinning in 1837, and weaving in 1849, employing from seventy-five to one hundred and twenty-five hands in the manufacture principally of
heavy woolen cloths until about 1887; and the
S. Newton Dexter mills at Elgin, which began
operations in 1847, and some twenty years later, under the management of Mr. J. P. Goodale, manufactured from 300 to 500 yards of excellent woolen cloths daily.
But the production of wool ceased to be profitable and these
Kane
industries have languished and died.
County now has practically no sheep upon her
meadows and downs, except the fine breeding
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pure

Spanish

Merinos

kept

by E.
years
as among the
most reliable and intelligent flock masters in
the State.
Pens of excellent Berkshire, Poland-China,
Chester Whites and other breeds of hogs used
to be exhibited at the fairs of our local agricultural societies, and during that period of
dairy development, when a good deal of butter
was made upon the farms and much milk
worked up into cheese at the neighboring factories, the hog was a profitable farm product;
but that condition is also past, and now our
flock

of

who for
have been very widely known

Peck & Sons,

of Geneva,

dairymen buy their pork,

full fifty

beef,

mutton and

butter almost as universally as does the mechanic.

The old-time methods of farming and
Kane County are gone forever, be-

farm-living in

ing superseded by new, and in

many

respects,

better modes.

An

epoch in the transition from pioneer to
conditions is marked by the iaws of
1864, forbidding domestic stock to run at large.
It will be observed that stock is, of necessity,
permitted to graze at will upon the unenclosed
pasturage of a new country; and not until the
land is well occupied and cultivated, will public
sentiment require the owner to confine his
grazing animals upon his own premises. As
the capabilities of the country were developed,
hamlets and villages sprung up, with postoffice,
school-house, church, store, tavern, blacksmith,
shoe-shop, and other similar conveniences
first along the stage routes and later upon the
railway lines throughout the county; but the
utility and beauty of the river traversing the
whole length of the county inevitably fixed the
location of the larger villages and cities upon
its banks, and their growth has ever fully
equaled the prosperity of the country. It should
he remembered that, previous to the great war,
nothing was produced upon the farm for a
market beyond Chicago, and the very limited
manufacturing interests of the towns had little
wider scope. The supply of a small portion of
strictly local needs of the people absorbed the
energies and covered the aspirations of the
people of both country and town.
Marvelous changes have been evolved in only
four decades.
Today, it may fairly be questioned if there is another community, of similar area and population, upon earth, furnishing from its farms and factories products dissettled

tributed

so

universally and widely over and
For, wherever civil-

around the whole world.
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man resides, the "Elgin National Watch"
marks the standard time; and wherever a ship
ized

traverses the sea, "Borden's Condensed Milk"
is
an indispensable part of its supplies for

comfort and health. And so, also, for man's
mental and moral culture the "David C. Cook
Publishing Company." with offices at Elgin,
Chicago and New York, is daily mailing its
wholesome literature to every land and clime
under the sun. Scores and hundreds of other
manufacturing plants within the county are
constantly shipping their various products to
all portions of our own land, and to many foreign countries; the weekly prices of our Dairy
Board of Trade are quoted, and its goods are
sold in the commercial centers of America and
Europe; and the superbly-bred horses, cattle
and sheep of Kane County are taking premiums
at the great exhibits, and are shipped at the
very highest prices to every State in the Union.
It is highly suggestive to note what one progressive

movement, establishing

a

large

in-

dustrial plant, will accomplish for the develop-

ment

of

tions

of

a community, and striking illustrathis are shown by comparing the
growth of Aurora, Elgin and St. Charles the
three largest cities in the county. The census

—

Aurora Township a population of
In
Charles 2,132 and Elgin 2,359.
1855 Aurora succeeded, by an enlightened liberal policy that was bitterly opposed by some
of her good citizens, in securing the great Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Car Shops, and the
census of 1860 shows her population to have
increased to 6,011 a gain of over two hundred
per cent. St. Charles had fallen in numbers to
Again, in
1,882, and Elgin had reached 3,341.
1865, the first buildings of the Elgin National
Watch Company were erected, and the next
census shows Elgin's population to have increased to 6,739. and St. Charles had reached
but 2.281.
St. Charles has now entered upon
a progressive manufacturing career, and it may
safely be predicted that the next census will
show a very gratifying growth of that beautiful
city.
From Carpentersville, near the north line
of the county, to Montgomery at its south line,
ten unusually fine cities and villages adorn
the banks of the lovely river, with an aggregate
population of 60,000 or more enterprising, cultivated people. Kane is the only county in the
State having two cities, each containing more
than 20,000 inhabitants; and the beautiful Fox
is the only river having two such cities upon
its banks, except the great Mississippi, which
of 1850 gave
1,835,

St.

—
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has three in this State. The historic Illinois
has but one Peoria and the splendid Rock,
with its broad and fertile valley, has only the
In these cities and
noble city of Rockford.

—

there

•villages,

—

now

are

in

active

operation

more Than one hundred and five industrial organizations, employing from five persons to
three thousand each practically formed and

—

Their
up within the last forty years.
combined investment of capital exceeds $15,788,500, and the value of their annual product
is more than $19,319,000.
The old river still
furnishes 3,100 horse power; steam produces
9,317 horse power, and electricity supplies the
power of 687 horses. These establishments furnish employment for 9,590 men, 2,770 women,
754 boys and 520 girls. Many of the men employed are mechanics and inventors of the
highest type and skill, and the combined wages
of all probably exceeds $30,000 daily. We conbuilt

fidently claim these facts justify the belief that

Kane

is

second in the State only to Cook Counand usefulness of its

states its resources to be $545,920.24;

the Ge-

neva State Bank reports $142,529.32; that at
Maple Park, $90,845.43, and the one at Blburn
The National Bank at St.
about $80,000.
Charles reports its resources to be $42,000, and
those of the private bank are estimated at about
The three National Banks at Elgin
$300,000.
certify their resources to' be $2,296,719.36;

the

two savings banks report $2,016,776.29, and the
Loan and Honfestead Association has $335,000
loaned out. The Dundee National Bank stateof resources is $240,000, its State Bank
$44,842.13, and the private bank at Hampshire
These figures make a grand total of
$36,000.
eleven National Banks, three State Banks, three
private banks, three Savings Banks, and three
Loan and Building Associations, whose aggregate resources amount to $11,813,047.83.
The property valuations, for the basis of taxation in the county for the year 1903, are
shown by the Assessor's books as follows: Personal property, $19,903,945; farm lands, $21,-

ment

town and

ty in the extent, variety,

575,260;

manufacturing interests.
"Cram's Universal Atlas" of 1895 states that
"Aurora opened the first free public schools in
the State, and was the first city in the world
to light its streets with electricity, in 1881."
The same high authority declares Chicago to be
"the most remarkable city in its growth, influence and future outlook, that the world has
ever produced," that "it is the chief grain market, the largest lumber market, and the greatest pork-packing and live-stock market in the
world; that she "has the proud distinction of

road lands and lots "other than railroad tracK,"
$179,005; personal "other than rolling stock,"
telegraph and telephone property,
$739,865:
$331,786

—making

boulevards,

handsome

streets,

so many of our men have ever been in the front
management -of Chicago enterprises, that we

may

fairly claim a portion of these well-merited distinctions.

The banking

the county seem
business and finanThere are five National Banks at
facilities

cial needs.

meet

$33,089,280:

a total of $75,819,341.

rail-

These

to reach
fall

much

of the actual property held,

far below the real value of

covered.

much

and

that is

Yet these very conservative figures
of over $1,500 for each man,
and child in the county.

show an average

woman

CHAPTER

XT.

and

magnificent
mercantile
buildings
not
are
equalled by any city of the country." So many
of Chicago's active and leading men in all the
years have been residents of Kane County, and

fully adequate to

lots,

assessor's valuations, as all know, entirely fail

being the greatest railroad center of the world,"
and that her extensive and numerous parks,
beautiful

city

of

all

Aurora, whose combined resources, on September 9, 1903, were officially stated to be $4,319,292.31; one Trust and Savings Bank, showing a
business of $187,232.75, and two Building and
Improvement Associations, with loans amounting to $512,490.
Batavia's National Bank

CHURCHES, SCHOOLS AND LIBRARIES.

PIONEER PREACHERS

—

A CAMP-MEETING REVIVAL
[MMERSIONS IX [CE-COVERED WATERS KANE
COUNTY CHURCHES SUNDAY SCHOOLS AND RELIGIOUS scu 1ICTTKS PUBLIC SCHOOLS FATHER
BREWSTER AND HIS FREE SCHOOL—AN ABRAHAM
LINCOLN STORY HIGHER INSTITUTIONS AT ELGIN AND AURORA
PUBLIC LIBRARIES CARNEc;li: LIBRARY AT AURORA
"GAIL BORDEN PUBLIC
LIBRARY" AT ELGIN BATAV1A AND DUNDEE LI-

—
—

—

—
—

— —
—

BRARIES.

The

real pioneer

were Rev. Nathaniel

clergymen of Kane County
C. Clark, of the Congrega-

HISTORY OF KANE COUNTY.
Rev. John Clark, of the Methand Rev. Joshua E. Ambrose, of the Bap-

tional Church;
odist;
tist

denomination.

They commenced

bors in this vicinity in 1833 or
untiring zeal, consecrated their

'34

their la-

and, with

lives to the
cause of their Divine Master. Their names are
invariably associated with the schools, as well
as with the churches, of those primitive days.
On foot and on horseback, in summer's beauty
and in winter's severity, these devoted men
visited the lonely settlers and the scattered
communities along the river valley, with words
of encouragement and cheer; ministering to the
sick,
comforting the disheartened, praising
well-doing, discountenancing evil and suggesting better ways of living.
Where night or
storm came upon them, there they abode as
welcome, but helpful, guests. If not offensive,
they reverently read and expounded selections
of the Sacred Word, and conducted family worship.
In humble homes, in shady groves and
in the rude school-rooms, they raised the voice
of prayer, and praise, and admonition.
They
married the lovers; they baptized the converted; they christened the children; and they
spoke words of consolation and warning above
the still forms of the dead. They persuaded into paths of righteousness and admonished
against wicked ways; and, with the earnestness
of deep conviction, they hurled, in the manner
of their time, the vengeance of God's eternal
decrees of wrath and torment, against the stubbornly unrepentant.
They were not polished
in speech or deportment, and their only eloquence was the passionate utterance of deeply
earnest souls.
Yet they moved the people

mightily,

and their wholesome

influence

in

guiding public sentiment and action aright, in
that formative period, can hardly be overestimated.
The Rev. John Clark was transferred to a
Texas conference about 1841, where he continued his ministerial work for a few years amid
the pioneers of that young republic, and was
then returned to this conference. He resumed
his labors here with unabated vigor and enthusiasm, but during the cholera epidemic of 18534, was stricken with that dreaded ailment and
died in Chicago.
The fine educational institution, so beautifully located at Aurora, that for
so many years has exercised a wide and beneficent influence beyond

calculation, and which
seems to stand today upon the threshold of
still
broader achievement for virtue and
knowledge, was first suggested by him.
And
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because of his strenuous effort in behalf of this
which was not completed in material
form until four years after his death, its original builders dedicated it in his honor under
the title of "Clark Seminary," and it will long
ideal,

stand a superb and appropriate memorial of
his consecrated life.
Rev. Nathaniel C. Clark's enduring monument is of a different, yet, perhaps, of a less
permanent or significant and appropriate character.
It is written, again and again, upon the
records of the many churches of his denomination which he organized, and whose houses of
worship he assisted in erecting and dedicating
It
to their holy use in all parts of the county.
stands in the assured place he holds as the
Nestor of Congregationalism in the Fox River
valley; it is inscribed in the utterances and
resolutions of scores of assemblages of that
denomination, and it abides in the loving title
of "Father Clark," so appropriately bestowed
Surely he was well
by his grateful people.
called "Nathaniel," for he was indeed a "man
without guile." His life, and that of his equally
excellent wife, had their full

measure of chas-

tening sorrow. Very nearly in the order of their
birth, their children fell asleep in the mysterious change that men call death the first born,
in early childhood; the only son, in the promising vigor of youth; and the two older daughters, in the beauty of young womanhood and
wifehood. And then, amid a rapidly changing
and marvelously developing civilization life's
work all done, and well done his kind and
gentle spirit entered into rest. His home had
been at Elgin since 1840, and here he died, on
the 3d day of December, 1873, aged 71 years.
His devoted and loving wife survived him until
January 15, 1884, when her entrance completed
the unbroken circle above.
"Elder" Ambrose also spent the whole, or
nearly all, of his life in active ministerial work in this county; and here his mortal
remains are entombed. His achievements are
likewise written upon many records of the
Baptist denomination, and he was held in high
esteem. But he was, by nature, more austere
and inclined to theological controversy, and
never came into a close and kindly fellowship
with the struggling people. Many other clergymen contributed most excellent Christian service in their respective denominations, but
these were the pioneers who remained until
transferred by death.
In the earlier years the camp-meeting, in

—

—

—
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summer, and the "protracted meetings" (revivals), in winter, held sway in their crudest
forms. The most materialistic ideas and utterances characterized these assemblages. To the
sad-eyed,

heavily burdened saint, this earthly

was a "desert dread." a lonely thorny way,
"with here and there a traveler;" while to the
sinner, it was a gay, delightsome place, a broad
and sunny road, "and thousands walked to"Righteousness was a 'weary
gether there."
load' and sin was delicious as a 'sweet morsel
under the tongue.' " When this brief life
terminated, however, then all was absolutely
reversed. The wearied saint became a "happy
angel" in heaven, a place of delightful reward
for sorrows endured on earth; the happy sinner was plunged into hell, a place of excruciating torment, principally by Are, as an endless
penalty for the simple enjoyments of life on
earth. Death's knell sounded the eternal doom.
The Omnipotent Jehovah, bound by irrevocable
decrees, looked on mildly indifferent, while
Jesus tearfully pleaded with the thoughtless
sinner to choose the narrow, grievous way.
and Satan laughingly Deckoned him to dance
along the bright and shining road.
Professional exhorters, full of emotional fervor and
untrammeled by devotion to truth or reason,
enunciated and elaborated such doctrines with
consummate energy and ability, and enforced
them by sharp illustrations wrought out
through months and years of study and practice.
On the instant they could change from
the most vehement and vengeful denunciation
to the most tender and tearful pleading.
The
effect was often remarkable.
When the carefully-planned and well-heralded meeting had
been under way a few days, the whole surrounding community became strangely excited.
It was the one absorbing theme of thought and
The leader did not hesitate to name
speech.
the individual selected to be "plucked as a
brand from the burning;" and, by alternate
exhortation, threatening, prayer and pleading,
centered the thought and utterance of the
whole assembly upon that person with an influence and power almost irresistible.
An unaccountable frenzy would sweep intelligent
people into utterances and acts of the most ridiculous folly. A leading merchant at a revival, praying the Lord to save a certain sinner
"right now," shouted, "Come down through the
roof, dear Jesus, and I will pay the damage;"
and a calm, sensible father in his normal state,
at a camp-meeting stood by and watched his
life

daughter

educated

of

eighteen

or

twenty,

scream

and gasp and sob, almost in convulsions, under the mysterious influence of the
"power," while he, in almost equal frenzy,
clapped his hands and shouted, "Go it Harriet!
That is the way to conquer Satan; that is the
way Jesus saves." And hundreds of people
have many times stood tipon the ice on Fox
River, and seen converts go down upon steps
placed in a hole cut through the ice for that
purpose into the freezing water to be immersed.
Revival scenes, as they have often
been portrayed, were enacted in all their wild
completeness in Kane County during the early
'thirties and 'forties.
Similar meetings are
still

occasionally held; and, by

many

excellent

people, are believed to be productive of great

good; but the more objectionable features have
been largely eliminated.
There 'is ever a thoughtless inclination to
belittle the

work

of the clergy;

church and
as all

in sober truth, it is the
ministry that, while imperfect

but,

its

human agency and

is still

and
and action

of the Christian ministry,

to criticise too severely the speech

life

must always

be,

the great conservator of morality, kind-

ness and virtue, and the inspiring power that

minds and souls of men toward
To the clergymen
Protestants of all denominations, and Catholic
as well perhaps more than to any other class
or profession, the people of Kane County are
indebted for the high mental and moral culture
that has been attained and enjoyed in its happy
homes of plenty and content, the orderly peace
and kindliness that prevails, and its excellent
public and private schools.
Each church organization has its churches.
its Sunday schools and classes for Bible study;
and now in many churches, kindergartens are
raises

the

nobler and diviner ideals.

—

held to care for the little children in order that
the mothers may attend the church service.

The churches have powerful
various Young Men's and
Christian
Societies,

auxiliaries in the

Young Women's

Endeavor
Christian
People's Christian Unions, and

Associations,

Young

similar organizations that have enrolled hun-

dreds of the best young men and women of the
county in the service for God and humanity.
It is said that, in 1850, there were eighteen
church edifices in Kane County capable of seating about 5,000 people, and valued at about

Today, there are one hundred and
twenty-six church buildings in the county, with
$30,000.

a seating capacity of more than 51,900, and of
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Hampshire

an estimated value

of $1,134,400; and the aggregate expense of maintaining them is fully
$234,250 per annum, as shown by the accom-

.

Kaneville
Plato

..
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....

Rutland

panying table, which indicates their location by
townships and denominations.
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several churches contribute about one-

much

benevolent uses,

more for missionary and
and nearly every church has

one or more organization of ladies engaged in
the local charitable and social activities of the
parish Sunday schools.
The Kane County
Sunday School Union is rendering excellent
service in harmonizing, systematizing, and
stimulating the work of the Sunday Schools.
The report made at its annual meeting, held at
St. Charles in November, 1903, exhibits the
condition of the

work

in the Protestant schools

of the county as follows:
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EDUCATIONAL HISTORY.
Schools for the children engaged the acvery first settlers.
the
attention of
a dozen families located
Scarcely had half
within a radius of three or four miles,
tive

and secured indispensable shelter in their
was made
effort
before
cabins,
primitive
It
the children.
for
provide a school
to
is quite impossible to state, with any degree
exactly when or where the very
school in the county was opened. Neither
place of slight priority of especial import-

of certainty,

KANE COUNTY SUNDAY SCHOOLS.

first
is

Officers

and

highly significant and important
and general recognition of the
need of intellectual training and the instant
In 1848,
effort to provide the best attainable.
ance; but

Schools. Teachers. Scholars. Total.

Aurora

35

555

4,245

4,800

Batavia

15

157

1,149

1,306

Big Rock

4

44

273

317

Blackberry
Burlington

4

32

205

237

4

at the first opportunity to vote upon the question of levying a school-tax, 1,176 votes were

cast in favor of a two-mill assessment and but
It is quite probable, however,
221 against it.

17

97

114

Campton
Dundee

5

38

199

237

10

109

1,048

1,187

that the

Elgin

38

689

5,821

6,510

also,

7

79

533

612

Geneva

it is

to note the quick

first

secular school, and

was held

Sunday school
and

at Batavia in 1834 or '35,

within a year there were primitive schools in
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66o
in educational matters.

Soon after his arrival

he built a rude school house near his home in
the "Little Woods," and taught without pay
doubtless, the first free school in the State. He
was the first Superintendent of Kane County
Schools, and held the first teacher's institute at
Geneva in 1851, in the old stone Court House,

now

the

city

hall.

Having

thirty

or

forty

female teachers to provide for, he secured
sleeping quarters for them in the ball room of
the near-by hotel (long since burned), and
solicited table entertainment among the good
citizens.
They appropriately named him
"Father" Brewster; and, in grateful honor, the
old settlers still so speak of him.
Few nobler
men have blessed the world by excellent precept and example. His death occurred at

Wheaton

in

An

1886.

lustrating the ready

interesting incident

humor

il-

of the great Presi-

dent Lincoln, occurred during the famous debate with Stephen A. Douglas, at Freeport, in

As he arose

1858.

swung

off

for his address, Mr. Lincoln

the loose cloak which he wore, and

each of the river settlements. They were the
result of purely voluntary effort, either of an
individual or of a few associated persons, and
were, of course, temporary and held amid the
crudest possible surroundings.
A one-roomed
log cabin, whose only furniture was an old
chair, or stool made with an ax and an augur,
for the teacher, and three or four benches, six
or eight feet long, made of puncheons with pegs
driven into holes near the ends for legs, to
serve as seats for the few children, was the
best obtainable at the beginning. Probably there
were no two text-books in the room that were
of the same edition, and, perhaps, half the
children had slates and pencils.
Two could
study from one book at the same time, and
books and slates could be used by different
scholars alternately.
Generally five and onehalf days, from nine to twelve, and from one
to
five
oclock, constituted a school week.
Saturday afternoon was a holiday.
The
teacher "boarded around" usually, and, if a
girl, was paid in addition about six shillings
or a dollar a week.
The men who taught in
winter received a little better wages. Then all
"sums in arithmetic" were figured out on a
slate with a pencil; today, it would be difficult
to find a slate or slate pencil in any store or
public school in the county.
It was in such
fashion the schools were begun, and they have
been steadily improved in material comforts,

turning to Mr. Brewster sitting on the platform, he said, in a low but penetrating tone,
"Please hold my clothes. Father Brewster,
while I stone Stephen."
The first free school district was organized
at Aurora ,as heretofore stated.
Such progress
was made in school affairs that the Rev. David
Higgins, County Superintendent, reported in
1860 that there were 186 schools in the county,
with an attendance of 4,827 boys and 4,247
girls
a total of 9,074.
Marvin Quackenbush,
Superintendent, prepared a table showing that,
in 1887, there were 150 school buildings in the
county valued at $540,600; 303 schools, 338
teachers, 5,270 male pupils and 5,151 female
pupils making a total enrollment of 10,421
pupils.
The reports of township school officers
for the year 1902, as tabulated by Mr. W. H.
Bridges, the present efficient Assistant County
Superintendent, shows there are now 161 school
buildings, valued at $1,052,060, with 394 schools,
432 teachers, 7,669 male and 7,515 female pupils
a total of 15,222 pupils. The accompanying

operated a saw-mill in the very early days,
long sustained toward the schools of the
county the same relations that Father Clark
did to the churches.
He was a refined and
educated gentleman possessing a courteous and

table shows the statistics of 1887

commanding presence

—

—

—

given by townships:

and

1902, as

facilities

and elegances, and

training and

efficiency

of

in

the

teachers,

culture,
until

we

reasonably and justifiably boast a school equipment, thoroughout the county, as complete and
thorough as that of any county in our great
State.

Edward W. Brewster, who

settled

in

San-

dusky precinct in 1839, on the old army trail
upon the bank of the creek that bears his name,
and on which his son Charles built and

rarely equaled,

and he

was an untiring and most enthusiastic leader
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153
105
488

9fi

432

1887

1902

1,733

108
142
162
417
104
112

.

Kaneville
St.

1887

1,(581

1902

3,414
1,191

4,610

92
92
152
90
480
2,302
189
105
125

184
195
247
221
422
2,353
513
186
247
229
526
142
351

186
300
305
195
968
4,568
372

151

463
83
105

1,6.

213
267
313
880
187
217

7,515 10,421 1,3

1902

1887

2,322
764

4

.$

200,665
77.350
7,100
7,300
7,560
5.7U0
27.000
132,850
9,800
3,000
7,000
5,300
33 825
7,750
8,400

?540.60C

$

32,500
100,535
6,200
17,400
8,750
4,650
65,600
391,700
18,200
10,475
9,500
7,000
70,350
6,900
9,800

$1. 012,060

These statistics present two especially noteworthy items: first, the large preponderance of
boys enrolled in 1860, as compared with the
closely even balance of the sexes at the two

heavy stone walls of the first story of the main
building had been erected, but the financial
means of its promoters were exhausted. Thus
it
stood until 1854-5, when the charter was

and, second, the doubling of the

amended, a new Board of Trustees selected and

later periods;

main building was

was

school building values during the last fifteen

the

years.

opened for students December 1, 1856, and its
doors have never been closed except for the

The wisdom and foresight of the people who,
1S39, planned and laid the foundations of
Elgin Academy commands our admiration and
surprise.
Their names should be imperishable
in the records of the county.
They were Soloin

mon Hamilton, Cotton Knox, George McClure,
Luther Herrick, Reuben Jenne and Burgess
Truesdell.
It should be remembered that each
one of these men was poor in worldly goods, and
with all his neighbors, was struggling with the
pressing necessities of frontier life, and that
the ideals of school men were at that time very
crude. Yet they took from their busy days the
time to project an educational institution, and
to associate for organized effort in its behalf;

and from their very scant means, the money
necessary to secure
legislature,

incorporation by the

its

and with rare foresight they wrote

in the act of incorporation assurance of free-

dom

for both teachers

religious

and scholars from all
tests and provision

denominational

for the practical industrial training of both
boys and girls. They also secured authority to
confer academical and honorary degrees upon
its scholarly graduates.
This was four years
before the public lands came into market, and
while the shadow of the red man still lingered
across the pathway of the pioneer. In 1848 the

usual
ever

vacations.

been

Its

composed

completed.

Board
of

our

of

It

Trustees

best

has

and most

its
faculty has
public-spirited citizens, and
always been of an unusually high order. Laying deep and firm the foundation of high
mental and moral aspiration and attainment
has ever been the keynote of its endeavor, and
its excellent success is demonstrated in the

upright character of its alumni, many of whom
have obtained and adorned positions of great
responsibility, and not one of whom can be recalled who has brought disgrace upon his Alma
Mater.
It gave seven commissioned officers,,
six non-commissioned staff-officers, twenty-one
non-commissioned officers and twenty-three
privates to the military service of the Government in the great struggle for national existence, and of these, nine died that their country
might live. You will vainly search for a nobler
record of patriotic education and devotion to
high ideals of duty. One member of its present
Board of Trustees, who has served over thirty
years, notes, with lonely sadness, that every one
of the excellent

ing the

first

men

associated with

him durand

half of his long term, walks

works no more on earth. Yet this best of their
work does follow after them. The

mortal
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academy

is

now

associated

closelj r

with the

great Northwestern University, and is preparing to so expand its curriculum as to cover the
first

two years

of college work, but in

no way

The

original

to curtail its preparatory classes.

imposing three-story stone and brick structure,
and the fine brick building of the same height,
erected in 1888 by the revered Mrs. Lucy S.
Lovell, are both situated upon a commanding
elevation in the midst of the northeast residence portion of the city, and they are surrounded by a delightful campus of four acres.
The institution possesses an unusually wellselected library of 1,500 volumes, and has two
roomy laboratories for physics and chemistry,
with an adjoining room for chemicals.
The
gymnasium is well equipped with the usual
facilities for physical training, and the excellent
ball

tennis

and

courts,

foot-ball

croquet

grounds,

basket-

grounds give ample oppor-

athletic exercise and sport.
The
most beautiful and accessible, and
the institution rests upon a firm basis in the

tunity

for

location

is

appreciative regard of

its

intelligent constitu-

ency throughout this and adjoining counties.

The

fine

educational

institution,

heretofore

mentioned as suggested by the Rev. John Clark,
has long been an honor to the city of Aurora,
and to the county. It received a charter in
1855 and, two years later, its imposing fivestory buildings were erected upon the high
land on South Broadway.
From its lofty
cupola is presented a panorama of scenic
beauty rarely equaled. The fine city of Aurora
lies at one's feet;
stretching away in each
direction is the boundless vista of as fair and
beautiful a landscape as ever pleased a beholder, and through its midst winds the lovely
river.
The buildings are constructed of di-

mension

stone,

and are stately and imposing

in

The grounds and buildings cost
about $70,000 which was a very large sum of
money in the low, hard times of 1857 and
appearance.

—

—

that it could possihly be raised in the struggling young city, demonstrates more forcibly

than words can express, the people's active
interest in the cause of education. It has ever
been under the guiding influence of the great
religious denominations
worthily represo
sented by its original projector, and is now
controlled by the deaconesses of the Rock
River Conference of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, and is conducted as a young woman's
seminary and educational school of the very

It is well equipped with
best Christian type.
the appliances necessary for its work; has a
fine corps of eleven excellent instructors, and a
fairly satisfactory attendance of students.
It
possesses a well-selected library, and the gymnasium and basket-ball and tennis court of its

campus afford excellent facilities for
and out-door exercise so essential for
the proper development of spirit, mind and
body. It is a denominational, but by no means
a sectarian, school, and it offers its excellent
facilities to, and seeks the patronage of all, the
families of Kane and adjacent counties.
About 1854 the Batavia Institute opened its
beautiful

in-door

doors to students and, for about ten years, did
very fine educational work. It was beautifully
located and the buildings, costing about $30,000,
were exceptionally elegant. But the development of the excellent public-school system
rendered it somewhat superfluous, and it passed
into the hands of Dr. R. J. Patterson, an accomplished gentleman and skillful medical
practitioner, of careful study and wide practical
experience in the treatment of mental ailments,
and by him was converted into a modern retreat for the insane,

And

so

we

find

and

that,

is still so used.

in

the decade of un-

paralelled political excitement,

bitterness

and

depression which preceded the great
war, the people of Kane County, by voluntary
contributions, appropriated fully $125,000 of
their scant means to provide these three edufinancial

cational institutions.
St.
Mary's Academy at Elgin is a fine
academic school conducted by one of the sacred
orders of the Catholic Church. Its curriculum
is comprehensive, its instruction very careful
and thorough, and its influence highly refined
and religious.
The new German Catholic
Church has a complete parochial school building, while the Catholic parishes of Aurora
maintain three very large parochial schools in
connection with their churches. There are also
a number of other private schools maintained
throughout the county: and, in the cities, busi-

ness colleges and night schools are affording instruction to large numbers of students and enterprising young people.

LIBRARIES.
Library Associations were formed in many of
the pioneer communities very early in the settlement of the county; in some of them during
By natural process of expansion
the 'thirties.
these have developed until, at Aurora. Batavia.
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Elgin and Carpentersville, elegant buildings
have been donated or erected for their especial
use, and at Geneva, St. Charles and Dundee,
pleasant quarters are rented. At each of these
cheerful reading rooms,
places, well-lighted,
well supplied with the best newspapers and
magazines, are maintained, and are well patronized by people of both sexes and of all ages
and conditions in life. At Aurora, the "Public
Library" was first established under the
statutes of the State by the City Council, and
opened for popular use in June, 1882, in the
Its deunique and artistic Memorial Hall.
velopment soon outgrew the capacity of this
building, and only three years later quite a
large addition was erected. But the steady accumulation of books, and the increasing use of
the reading and reference rooms by the people,
and especially by the pupils in the schools,
soon overtaxed these enlarged facilities, and
in 1897 the Library Board, principally through
the Rev. W. A. Colledge, entered into correspondence with Mr. Andrew Carnegie, who
tendered the city $50,000 for the erection of a
new library building, upon the city's pledge to
perpetually appropriate at least $5,000 annually

A levy of
for the maintenance of the library.
one and one-half mills upon the dollar at present produces a library fund of $6,000 yearly.
In compliance with this arrangement, a commodious and elegant building is now in course
Its approof erection and nearly completed.
priate and central site upon the island was
donated by the generous heirs of Joseph G.
Stolp.
It is constructed of pressed brick and
Bedford stone, thoroughly non-combustible, in
artistic style suiting its express use, and of the
most approved material and construction
throughout. It is being finished and furnished
with all the best equipment known to library
science.
Its steel book-stacks have a capacity,
of 40,000 volumes, and both building and equipment are arranged with a view to indefinite
expansion, as future needs may require.
It
now contains 20,000 volumes, carefully selected
useful and interesting topics,
to cover all
scientifically classified according to the Dewey
decimal system, making selections easy and the
volumes readily accessible. The circulation of
the Library at present is about 2,000 books per
week; but with its increased facilities now
promised, this will be largely increased. Mr.
James Shaw has been Librarian and Secretary
of the Board since 1884.
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Mrs. Mary Prindle Newton quite recently
donated to the township of Batavia, for library
use, the beautiful homestead of the late Levi
Newton, founder of the great Newton Wagon

Company.

Its

central

location

and delightful

surroundings

render it another appropriate
monument to the munificent public spirit of
this patriotic family.
The library is supported
by township tax, has upon its shelves about 8,500 well-selected volumes and exchanges about
300 each week. The Geneva Public Library has
about 3,000 books, with a weekly exchange of
200.
It is maintained by public tax, and occupies rented quarters.
The St. Charles Library Association still sustains the library at
that city.
It rents its rooms and has about
3,000 volumes, exchanging about 200 weekly.
The Elgin Library can be traced back to
1841 or '42, and, with less certainty, to a still
earlier date. At that time a small collection of
books for circulation was kept in a room over
the old B. W. Raymond store, on the southeast
corner of Spring and Chicago Streets.
Subsequently they passed into the possession of
the "Young Men's Christian Association," and
from that to the Public Library. In March,
1872, the State Legislature passed an act authorizing townships, by vote of its citizens, to
establish and maintain by taxation free public
libraries.
The very next month Elgin voted to
organize under this law, and to levy a tax of
one mill upon the dollar, for library uses. The
amount of this levy has been increased, and is
now three mills annually. The upper story of
the Home Bank Block was rented for a number
of years, and then more commodious rooms
were obtained in the block on the south side
of Chicago Street, just west of the alley near
the river bridge. The brothers, Alfred B. and
Samuel M. Church, purchased the former residence of D. C. Schofield, situated on the west
side of Spring Street, and extending from
Milwaukee to Division Street, and very generously donated it to the city for library use
in 1892 or '93.

The

location

is

central

and in

every way acceptable, and upon it the town
at once erected the modest yet elegant building
now in use. It is admirably arranged, fully
and conveniently equipped and tastefully
It was opened for use by approfurnished.
priate public ceremonies on February 22, 1894,
and, at the request of the donors of the site,
was named the "Gail Borden Public Library."
About 1875 or '76 Congress passed an act
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authorizing each Representative to designate a
public library in his district, to which a copy of
every document published by authority of the
Government should be transmitted. At the request of the Elgin Library Board, Gen. Stephen

have been organized during the

last twentyrenders the use of the reference
rooms of the libraries, and the very intelligent
aid of the librarian and the special assistant
in charge of them, almost invaluable.

years,

five

A. Hurlbut, then Representative of this District

Congress, so designated this library, and
of the volumes received from this source
are of great value. It now has 26,416 volumes
upon its shelves, and weekly exchanges over
There is a constant throng of
3,000 boohs.
studious readers in its very pleasant rooms,
in

many

and obviously more ample space will soon be
imperatively needed.
For just twenty years,
from June 1883, until June 9, 1893, Miss Cecil
She
C. Harvey was its nearly perfect librarian.
discharged all her duties with a peculiar grace
and prompt efficiency, rarely equaled. She was
tenderly loved by old and young of all stations
in life, and her death was sincerely mourned
hy the entire community.

Dundee Library has 2,265 books with a
weekly exchange of about 150, and its library
occupies
rented
quarters.
Mr.
and Mrs.
George P. Lord selected upon their own lands
the most desirable location in the village of
Carpentersville, and a few years ago erected
upon it an unusually handsome and substantial
building, especially designed and completely fitted for library purposes, at an expense of about
$15,000, and donated it, fully furnished and
equipped, to the Carpentersville Literary and
Library Asociation and the Congregational
Church; these two bodies agreeing to maintain
and perpetuate it for library use. The library
has 2,188 volumes, and exchanges weekly about
150.

The educational department of the Kane
County Federation of Women's Clubs has
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COUNTY OFFICERS.
Until the questions which culminated in the
great

war were

fairly developed, the political

sentiment of the county evidently favored the
Democratic party, and since that time has been
as steadily Republican.
In 1836 Martin VanBuren and Col. Richard M. Johnson were the
Democratic presidential and vice-presidential
nominees, and to arouse the martial spirit of
the people, their followers sang,

"Shout and sing. Oh, rumsey dumsey!
Johnson killed Tecumseh

—

Colonel

referring to an alleged incident

twenty-three libraries of fifty volumes each, in
constant circulation throughout the rural com-

ably never occurred)

munities of the county, and many of the public
schools have collections of excellent books for
the use of scholars. Every Sunday School has
its library and papers, and each of the State
and County Institutions provides books and
periodicals for the edification of its inmates.
It will be observed that Kane County has
over 66,000 volumes in its public libraries, and
that its people exchange over 7,000 of them
weekly. The critical and exhaustive study of
so many topics, now eagerly prosecuted by
members of the numerous Women's Clubs that

chieftain

Thames

the

of

River, in Canada,

was

killed

in

(which probon the

battle

where the famous
They had 235

1813.

Whig nominees,
Harrison and Granger, had but 93. In 1840
VanBuren and Johnson again contested with
Gen. William H. Harrison and John Tyler for
votes in the county while the

the national honors.

Now

the

Whigs sang:

"Let lady and man do all they can
For Tippecanoe and Tyler, too,

For Tippecanoe and Tyler,

too;

And with them we will beat little Van;
Van. Van, Van is a used-up man;"
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"Sound the alarm, sound the alarm,
Sound the alarm, pulpits thunder.
Ere too late you see your blunder,"

and the military prestige of "Tippecanoe" gave
him a majority in the county of 36 votes in a
In 1842 Thomas Ford, Demototal of 1,584.
Governor, received 750
opponent,
ex-Gov.
457.
This year the
first "Liberty" ticket appeared in the county,
and polled 32 votes for its candidate, Charles
W. Hunter.
The Whigs nominated the great Kentucky
statesman, Henry Clay, with Theodore Frelinghuysen, in 1844, and the Democrats ran James
K. Polk and George M. Dallas. The sharp and
cratic

candidate

for

and
his
Whig
Joseph Duncan, had but
votes,

exciting contest resulted in 1,046 votes for Polk,
748 for Clay and 299 for
"Abolitionist"

James

candidate.

G. Birney, the

be noticed
that the Liberty vote had increased nearly tenfold, yet

It

will

the combined opposition vote was but

one greater than the Democratic.
In 1848 three tickets were fairly in the field,
viz.: Cass and Butler, Democratic; Taylor and
Fillmore, Whig, and VanBuren and Adams,
Anti-slavery.
But the Democrats were badly
divided and the "Barn Burner" faction voted
with the "Free-Soilers" for their old favorite,
Martin Van Buren, who received 1,220 votes;
General Cass, 783; and General Taylor, 855.
The strengthening of the slave-power by the
acquisition

Texas,

of

the

resulting

Mexican

War and

the political action which led up to
the passage of the Fugitive Slave Law in 1850,

aroused the apprehension of the people and

re-

phenomenal anti-slavery vote.
During the decade of the 'fifties, the country

sulted in the

was plunged on
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mad

in the

political

turmoil

was

obeyed by nearly every clergyman
It is altogether impossible for
the present generation to approach a realization of the intense and bitter excitement that
characterized these campaigns. Gen. Franklin
Pierce, Gen. Winfield Scott and John P. Hale
were the presidential candidates in 1852.
Pierce had 1,308 votes, Scott 1,160 and Hale 642.
In August, 1854, the first convention of the
opponents of the further spread of slavery that
was held in the county under the distinctive
name of Republican, assembled at Geneva, and
was presided over by "Father" E. W. Brewster.
It
was a gathering of able, high-minded,
patriotic men, and the addresses given and
resolutions adopted were eloquent, emphatic
and strong. The next month, September 20,
1854, the first Republican congressional and
county ticket was nominated at a convention
held in the Congregational Church at Aurora.
The entire ticket was elected except the candidate for Sheriff, who was defeated by the recently deceased L. P. Barker, of Batavia.
In
1856,
James Buchanan led the Democratic
column, John C. Fremont the Republican and
Millard Fillmore the "American."
Fremont's
literally

in the county.

was

vote

Buchanan's

3,750,

912

and

Fill-

more's 29.
In the ever memorable contest of 1860 Lincoln polled 4,207 votes, Douglas 1,651, Bell and

Breckenridge

12.

The

vote

in

1864

stood:

Kane

Lincoln, 4,270 (the absent soldiers voting in the

Wendell
M. Clay, Joshua R. Giddings,
Owen Lovejoy, Ichabod Codding, and scores of
other impassioned orators addressed immense
assemblages of the people with tempestuous
eloquence, while John F. Farnsworth, A. J.
Joslyn, Isaac Preston and many other talented
home-speakers kept the fires of liberty hotly

General Grant had
1,482.
and Seymour 1,653 in 1868. In 1872
Grant had 4,657 and Horace Greeley 1,606. The
Hayes 5,398, Tilden 2,850
vote in 1876 was:
and Cooper 172. Garfield had 6,180 votes in
In 1884
1880, Hancock 2,831 and Weaver 410.
Blaine had 7,143, Cleveland 3,558, Butler 124
and St. John 206. In 1888 the vote stood: HarCleveland,
Fisk and
rison,
4,386;
7,572;

that culminated in the great war, and

County was

in the thick of the fray.

Phillips, Cassius

burning.

They sang:

McClellan,

field);

5,047 votes

147;

Street,

land, 5,779;

"Ho! the car, Emancipation.
Rides majestic through the Nation,
Bearing on its train the story,
'Freedom is our Nation's glory.'
Roll

it

along, roll

it

along;

roll

through the nation,
Freedom's car, Emancipation."

And

the other refrain.

353;

in

and

375

in

1892

.Harrison,

for Prohibition. 719;

along

—and

Cleve-

1896 .McKinley, 12,133: Bryan, 4,839,
scattering.
In 1900 McKinley bad

12,031 votes; Bryan, 5,260;
it

7.967;

Social Labor,

for Prohibition, 393

there were 129 scattering votes.

It

is

nominating Republican convention of the county was held in
a church, and its candidates were elected; and

worthy of

note, that the first
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that at each subsequent presidential election
its nominees have received about two-thirds of

sentatives have been: John F. Farnsworth, of
St. Charles, in the Thirty-fifth and Thirty-sixth

the entire vote cast; also, that Grover Cleveland was the most popular candidate of his

Congresses (1857-61); Isaac N. Arnold, of Chicago, Thirty-seventh Congress (1861-63); Gen.
John F. Farnsworth next served five terms
the Thirty-eighth to the Forty-second Congress
(1863-73).
He became a bitter personal
enemy of General Grant, in this position antagonizing many of his warm admirers. The
congressional convention of 1872 was held in
DuBois Hall, Elgin, and was probably the most
protracted and exciting congressional convention ever convened in the county. After innumerable ballots between the friends and
political opponents of General Farnsworth, he
was defeated and Gen. Stephen A. Hurlbut, of
Belvidere, nominated and elected.
He served
in the Forty-third and Forty-fourth Congresses
(1873-7), and William Lathrop, of Rockford,
in the Forty-fifth (1877-9), after which John C.
Sherwin, of Geneva, was elected to the Fortysixth and Forty-seventh (1879-83). By the apportionment of 1882, this district became the
Fifth and during 1883-88, Reuben Ellwood, of
Sycamore, represented it in the Forty-eighth
Congress. In 1884, Albert J. Hopkins, of
Aurora, was elected and served continuously
through nine terms the Forty-ninth to the
Fifty-seventh Congress (from 1885 to 1903)
a remarkably long term and covering a period
surcharged with governmental questions of
most vital interest. During it all he bore himself with a manly steadiness and fidelity, discharging his duties with an industry and

party.

—

Shadrach
Congress.
Territory as Delegate
from 1812 to 1814 in the Twelfth and Thirteenth Congresses; Benjamin Stevenson, 18141816, in the Thirteenth and Fourteenth, and
Representatives

in

Bond represented

the

Nathaniel Pope, 1816-1818, in the Fourteenth

and Fifteenth Congresses.
resented the

new

John McLean

rep-

State during the second ses-

Daniel
Representative in the
Sixteenth, Seventeenth, Eighteenth and Nineteenth Congresses, from December, 1819, to
March, 1827, and was followed by Joseph Duncan from 1827 to 1834, through the Twentieth,
Twenty-first, Twenty-second and part of the
Twenty-third Congresses.
In 1832 the State
was divided into three Congressional Districts,
and LaSalle County, which then included Kane,
sion of the

Pope

Cook

Fifteenth Congress, 1819.

was

the

became a part of the Third District. Duncan,
having resigned before the expiration of his
fourth term to accept the governorship, was
succeeded by William L. May, Democrat, of
Springfield, who served during the last session
of the Twenty-third and the whole of the
Twenty-fourth and Twenty-fifth Congresses
(1834-39).

In 1839

Kane

first

voted as a sepa-

John T. Stuart, Whig, of Springand Stephen A. Douglas, Democrat, were

rate county.
field,

the opposing candidates for Congress.

was

Stuart

and served in the Twenty-sixth and
Twenty-seventh Congresses until 1813, but in
Kane County Douglas received 517 votes and
Stuart 311.
In 1843 Kane had become a part
of the Fourth
Congressional District, and
John Wentworth ("Long John"). Democrat, of
elected

Chicago, represented

Twenty-eighth,
Twenty-ninth, Thirtieth and Thirty-first Congresses from 1843 to 1851, being succeeded in
the latter year by Richard S. Molony, Democrat,
of Belvidere, who served in the Thirty-second
Congress 1851-3.
By the apportionment of 1852 Kane was transferred to the Second District, and Mr. Wentworth again represented it in the Thirty-third
Congress.
James H. Woodworth, Republican,
of Chicago, served in the Thirty-fourth Congress, 1855-7, and the district has since that
time been strongly Republican.
Its Repre-

—

it

in the

—

—

ability

ple
1903,

the

of

that

won

the

whole

the State

nomination

Convention,

the

—

confidence

of

the

peo-

JanuaryLegislature, complying
with
the
Republican
State
of
State;

e'.eited

and,

in

to

the

him

exalted

Senator
from
this
great
commonwealth conferring
a
distinguished honor upon Aurora, the city of
all his manhood years, and upon the Representative District in which he was born.
In 1902
Howard M. Snapp, of Joliet, was elected, and
is now the Representative of this Congressional
District which, under the late apportionment,
is the Eleventh, and now consists of Kane, McHenry, DuPage and Will Counties.
position

of

United

States

—

Presidential Electors and Federal officers.
M. Herrington was chosen a Presidential Elector on the Democratic ticket in
1856; William B. Plato on the Republican ticket

—Augustus
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in

1860,

and Albert

J.

Hopkins

in

1884.

On

Bangs, of Aurora, was
Superintendent of the
appointed Assistant
United States Railway Mail Service, and on
May 3, 1871, was promoted to General Superintendent of that new and experimental branch
Captain Maurice J. Meof mail distribution.
Grath, also of Aurora, was promoted to succeed
Mr. Bangs in the office of Assistant SuperinApril

7,

1869,

tendent, and

many

George

still

is

S.

in the postal service, for

having been Superintendent of
Mails in the Chicago Post Office.
Too much credit cannot be given these two

men

years

and successful
most important branch
Eastman,
F. A.
government service.
for their persistent

to improve this

efforts

of the
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torney-General for our newly acquired Territory of Porto Rico, but paramount duties at
home compelled his resignation in December,
1900.

Thus we

find

cupying important
eral Government.

Kane County men

civil

offices

oc-

under the Gen-

—

Constitutional Conventions. In the convenwhich assembled at Springfield in June,

tion

amended Constitution
we find among its members
Augustus Adams, Alfred Churchill and Thomas
Judd, of Kane County, besides Eben F. Colby
and Samuel Drake Lockwood, from other
counties, each of whom afterwards became
1847, to prepare the first
of

the

State,

this

honored and useful residents of this county
Elgin and the other at Batavia,
where they resided many years before their
deaths. Judge Lockwood was a member of the
Supreme Court from January, 1825, until December, 1848, and no Justice was held in higher
esteem for purity of character, sound judgment
and eminent ability.
In the Constitutional Convention of 1870
Charles Wheaton was the member from Kane
Major Woodbury M. Taylor was
County.
elected Clerk of the Supreme Court in June,
1867, for the Central Grand Division, and served

of efficient service, writes that "Mr. Bang's
comprehensive mind grasped all the great possibilities of the railway mail service, and it is

his death some years later.
Henry E.
Hunt, of Dundee, served as a member of the
State Board of Equalization from 1876 to 1880,
and Dr. Ansel L. Clark, late Surgeon of the
One Hundred and Twenty-seventh Illinois Infantry, was for a long term of years, a member

Post-

master at Chicago at the time of the great fire,
in a recent newspaper article, speaks of their
inestimable assistance amid the perplexities of
He says: "Both
that appalling catastrophe.
came at once to Chicago, instantly called into
the city a large number of railway postal cars,
and undertook to do in them the distributing
that heretofore had been done in the postoffice.
From that day to this, the principal part of the
distribution of the mails has been in transit on

and the application of
remedy to an accidental situation resulted
The head of the
in great permanent good."
Postoffice -Department at Washington, whose
high position has been attained by forty years
the railway postal cars,

improvement
was thought out by

safe to assert, that nearly every

made

since his retirement

him."
Captain Leverett M. Kelly was appointed by
President McKinley, early in his first term, Assistant Commissioner of Pensions, and still holds
that important office. About the same time he
appointed Arthur M. Beaupre, of Aurora,
United States Consul General at Guatemala,
and after about three years' service he was
transferred to the same office in Bogota, Colombia. In the spring of 1903 he was appointed
to the office of United States Minister to Colombia, and very recently, as arbitrator, chosen
by Great Britain and Guatemala, adjudicated
very satisfactorily disturbing complications of
state questions that had arisen between those

two countries.

May

4,

1900,

President McKinley appointed
of Elgin, United States At-

John A. Russell,
667—4

the one at

until

of the State Board of Health.
Besides his extensive practice in the county, he
was an incorporator of the Bennett Medical
College at Chicago, and for many years has
been its president.
Members of the General Assembly. Kane
County first appears upon the journal of the
Senate and House of Representatives at
Springfield on the 5th day of December, 1842,
at the opening of the session of the Legislature

and Secretary

—

when Ira Minard was sworn in as Senator, and
Henry Madden as Representative of the District
composed of Boone, DeKalb, Kane, McHenry
and Kendall Counties.

After this date the
Senators resident in Kane County were: 1844-46
—Ira Minard, St. Charles; 1846-48— Gen. Elijah
1848-55 William
Plato,
B.
Wilcox, Elgin;
1855-63 Augustus
Adams, Elgin;
Geneva;
1863-71—Edward R. Allen, Aurora; 1871-73—
James W. Eddy, Batavia; 1873-77— Eugene Can-

—

—
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Aurora;

field,

1877-81

—Major

James H. May-

After one term as member of
the House (1877-79), from the Thirty-second
General Assembly in 1881 until the Forty-third
in 1903
a period of twenty-two consecutive
borne, Geneva.

—

—

years Henry H. Evans has represented this
This simple statement of
Senatorial District.
fact demonstrates his absolute capacity and
strength, beyond the power of words to add or
detract.

The members of the House of Representatives,
Kane County during their terms of
1846-48 James Herringservice, have been:
1848-51
Edward W. Austin,
Geneva;
ton,
1851-53 Augustus
Adams, Elgin;
Dundee;
resident in

—

— John

—

—

—

Ranstead, Plato; 1855-57 Ben1857-59 William
Hackney, Aurora;
jamin
Parker; 1859-61—William B. Plato, Geneva;
1861-63— Thomas S. Terry; 1863-67— Sylvester
S. Mann, Burlington; 1867-69— John W. Eddy,
Batavia; 1869-71 Needham N. Ravlin, Kane1853-55

—

—

1873-75— Sylvester

ville;

S.

Mann;

Julius

A.

Carpenter, Carpentersville; James Herrington,
Geneva; 1875-77 James Herrington; 1877-79
Henry H. Evans, Aurora; James Herrington;

—

—Edward

James HerChisholm, Elgin;
James Herrington; 1883-S5 James Herrington;
1885-87 John Stewart, Elburn; Thomas O'Don1887-89 John Stewart; James
nell, Aurora;
Hawley,
1889-97— Edgar
Herrington;
C.
Dundee; Luther M. Dearborn, Aurora; 1897-99
William F: Hunter, Elgin; Samuel Alschuler,
Aurora; 1899-01 John Stewart; Samuel AlschuCharles Backus, Hampshire; John
ler; 1901-03
Charles Backus and
A. Logan. Elgin; 1903-05
John Linden, Aurora. The Democratic members Messrs. Herrington. O'Donnell, Dearborn,
1879-81

rington;

1881-83

C.

Lovell, Elgin;

—Oliver

—

P.

—

—

—

—

—

—

—

—

Logan and Linden were elected
under the minority representation provision of

Alschuler,

the State Constitution, the other members
being Republicans.
Circuit Couet Judges. The first term of the
Circuit Court in Kane County was held in
James Herrington's log house at Geneva (then
called Herrington's Ford), beginning Monday.

—

the same place in September, 1837.

Alonzo A.
Huntington appeared as State's Attorney and
Mark Fletcher served as Clerk. The third and
fourth terms were again presided over by Judge
Pearson. February 25, 1839, Thomas Ford was
commissioned Judge of the Ninth Judicial Circuit, to which Kane County had evidently been
assigned, and Judge Ford first appears upon
the bench at the term beginning May 27, 1839.
Onslow Peters is entered as State's Attorney.
John Dean Caton, as a Justice and Associate
Justice of the Supreme Court, presided from
May 27, 1841, until January 24, 1848, when
Judge Hugh T. Dickey, of Cook County, held a
special session of the court.

December

4,

1848,

Dickey was commissioned
Judge of the Ninth Circuit. The Legislature
having increased the number of circuits, Kane
became a part of the Thirteenth Circuit, and
Isaac Grant Wilson, the first Judge resident in
the county, was commissioned June 18, 1851.
He was re-elected in 1855, and again in 1861.
October 3. 1864, Kane was transferred to the
Twenty-eighth Circuit. Judge Wilson held the
office until 1867, when, on June 14, 1867, Sylvanus Wilcox was commissioned Judge and recommissioned in June, 1873. On May 5th of that
year, Kane was assigned to the Fourth Judicial
District.
Because of failing health. Judge WilOctober 1,
cox resigned in September, 1874.
1877, the number of the district was changed
to the Twelfth, and Judge Isaac Grant Wilson
was again commissioned as Judge on June 16,
1879; a third time, June 16, 1885, and he conTheophilus

Lyle

tinued in office until his death in 1891. From
June, 1879, he served as a Judge of the Appellate Court at Chicago. In June, 1891, Henry
B. Willis received his commission as Judge of
this circuit, again in 1897

and

for a third

term

of six years in 1903.

The Clerks of the Circuit Court have been
1836— Allen P. Hubbard; 1837-48—
Mark W. Fletcher; 1848-52 Charles B. Wells;
as follows:

—

the Circuit, issued the order calling the term
and also appointed A. P. Hubbard to serve as
Clerk. It was presided over, however, by John
Pearson, Judge of the Seventh Circuit. Judge
Jesse B. Thomas, of the First Judicial Circuit,

1852-56— Luther Dearborn: 1856-60— Paul R.
Wright; 1860-64— Thomas C. Moore; 1864-68—
Pinder F. Ward; 1868-72—J. W. Parrington;
1872-76— H. T. Rockwell; 1876-84—C. P. Dutton; 1884-96— Charles Miller; 1896-1901— John
F. Dewey, who died in 1901. being succeeded by
Thomas Rushton, who served the remainder of
his term until 1902, when Capt. Benjamin E.
Gould was elected. Mr. Gould lost his life in
the Iroquois Theater fire in Chicago, December

presided at the second term of court held at

30, 1903.

June

19,

1837.

Kane was then in the Sixth
Thomas Ford, Judge of

Judicial Circuit, and
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The County Commissioners who

started the

machinery of county government and
largely conducted county affairs until, by the
adoption of township organization under the
amended Constitution, the office was
first
abolished, and the Board of Supervisors substi1836 Solomon Dunham, Ebenezer.
tuted, were:
Morgan, Eli Barnes; 1837 Thomas H. Thompwhole,

—

son,

Mark

Daniels, J

—

W.

Churchill;

1838— Ira

Minard, George E. Peck, A. P. Hubbard; 1839—
Noah B Spaulding, William B. West, A. P. Hubbard; 1S40-41— Noah B. Spaulding, William B.
West, A. P. Hubbard; 1842— William B. West,
Johnson; 1843— S. E.
S. E.
Johnson, W. B. West, Thomas E. Dodge; 1844—
William 0. Kimball, S. E. Johnson, Thos. E.
Dodge; 184.5 Wm. C. Kimball, Silas Reynolds.
Thos. E. Dodg°; 1846-47— David W. Annis, S.
Reynolds, T. H. Whittemore; 1848-49— D. W.
Annis, John Scott, T. H. Whittemore.
The persons named as County Clerks kept
the records of the County Commissioners' proceedings. The Commissioners appointed Relief
Duryea Recorder of Deeds, and he was succeeded by David Dunham, who served until
1842.
Others whc served in that office were:
George W. Gorton, 1842-46; and E. H. Swarthout, 1846-48, when tht duties of the office were
,

—

delegated to the Circuit Clerk, C. B. Wells.
1892 the

office

was

elected Recorder.

In

and Joseph Ingham
Frank E. George was elected
revived,

and re-elected in 1900.
Other county officers of Kane County, with
their terms of service, have been as follows:
County Judges— 1836-38—Mark Daniels; 183840— Isaac Wilson; 1840-42— H. N. Chapman;
1842-44—L. Howard; 1844-48— S. S. Jones; 184850— A. V. Sill; 1850-52—1. G. Wilson; 1852-58—
W. D. Barry; 1858-60— Daniel Eastman; 186066— R. N. Botsford; 1866-68— Capt. J. T. Brown;
1868-70— C. D. F. Smith; 1870-74— W. D. Barry;
1874-82— J. W. Ranstead; 1882-90— Edward C.
Lowell; 1890-94— D. B. Sherwood; 1894— M. O.
Southworth, the present excellent incumbent.
County Clerks— 1836-46— Mark W. Fletcher;
1846-48— J. L. Warren; 1848-56—James Herrington; 1856-60— John Greene; 1860-68— Henry
B. Pierce; 1868-72— Frank P. Crandon; 1872,
until resigned in 1879
John C. Sherwin; 187986— Thomas Meredith, Jr.; 1886-94— Arthur M.
Beaupre; 1894-98— Charles W. Raymond; 189802—John McKellar; 1902—William F. Lynch.
Sheriffs 1836-40— B. F. Fridley;
1840
James Risk; 1842-48— Noah B. Spaulding; 1848in 1896

—

—
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50— B.

1850-52— Luther Dearborn;
C. Yates;
1852-54—Noah B. Spaulding; 1854-56—L. P.
Barker; 1856-58— Geo. E. Corwin; 1858-60—
Ethan J. Allen; 1860-62— Demarcus Clark; 186264— Jas. H. Whipple; i864-66— H. L. Perry;
1866-68— D. Smith; 1868-70— L. M. Kelly; 187074— James C. Brown; 1874-76— L. M. Kelly;
Mixer;
1876-80—Chas.
S.
1880-86— N.
S.
Carlisle;
1886-90— John Kelly; 1890-94— William Reid; 1894-98— Robert Burke; 1898-02— H.
F. Demmer; 1902-04— Robert Burke.
Coroners— 1836-40— Asa McDole; 1840-42—R.
N. Mathews;
1842-44— William C. Kimball;
1844-46—N.
H.
Dearborn;
1846-50— David
Wheeler; 1850-52— J. P. Bartlett; 1852-54— W.
H. Robinson; 1854-56— J. P. Bartlett; 1856-58
Wm. Conant; 1858-60— Delos H. Young; 186066— H. H. Williams; 1866-68— Charles H.
Bucher; 186S-70— S. E. Weld; 1870-72— S. McNair; 1872-76— Ira H. Fitch; 1876-78— H. C.
Gillett; 1878-80— C. H. Bucher; 1880-92— H. H.
Williams; 1892-96— C. W. Putnam; 1896-1904—
Charles B. Mead.
Treasurers— 1837-39— John Griggs; 1840— H.
A. Miller; 1841-42— Bela T. Hunt; 1843— E. R.
Allen; 1844— Charles Metcalf; 1845-46— James
Hotchkiss; 1847-49— Thos. A. Scott; 1850— S. K.
Whiting;
1851— John Clark; 1852— A. W.
1855-56—
Glass;
1853-54— Geo. P. Harvey;
George W. Waite; 1857-58—William P. West;
1859-60— Adin Mann; 1861-64—R. W. Hoyt;
1865-66—William A. Miller; 1867-68— Captain
Alphonso Barto; 1869-72— W. P. West; 1873-74
—Henry C. Paddock; 1875-76— Thomas F.
Tolman; 1877-78— Thomas B. Coulter; 1879-80
F. L. Young; 1887-90— C. E. Smiley; 1890-94
—James M. Innes; 1894-98—Robert J. McCornack; 1898-1902— Henry M. Gough; 1902-04—
Samuel Shedden.

—

—

Surveyors— 1836— Mark W. Fletcher; 1837-42
1847—
J. Wagner; 1843-46— Adin Mann;
James Carr; 1848-51 Andrew Pingree; 1851-52
Alvin Slack; 1853-54— Andrew Pingree; 185558— Adin Mann; 1859-62— Geo. Wilder; 1863-74
L. D. Kendall; 1874-77— W. H. Pease; 1878—
Geo. Wilder; 1879-1896— W. H. Pease; 1896-1900
1900-04
Lieut.-Col.
Adin Mann;
Henry

—P.

—

—
—
—

—

Dakin.

—

—

School Superintendents 1841-42 Ira Min1843-44— Wyatt Carr; 1845-46— Alfred W.
Churchill; 1847-48— John W. Hapgood; 1849—
Joseph Kimball; 1850-52— Edward W. Brewster;
1853-54— D. D. Waite; 1855-56— Mervin Tabor;
1861-62
1857-60
David
Higgins;
N.
F.
ard;

—

—
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Nichols; 1863-64— Clark Braden; 1865-68—C. B.

Smith; 1869-73— Geo. B. Charles; 1874-86—
Charles E. Mann; 1886, until his death in 1902
Marvin Quackenbush; 1902 H. A. Dean.
1837-39
Alonzo HuntState's Attorneys
ington; 1839-40— Norman H. Purple; 1840-41—
Onslow Peters; 1841-42— Seth B. Farwell; 184244— Orsemas D. Day; 1844-47 Benj. F. Fridley; 1847-51— Burton C. Cook; 1851-52— Phineas
W. Pratt; 1852-53— A. B. Coon; 1853-56—M. F.
1857-61—
Boyce;
1856-57—Amos B. Coon;

—

—

—

—

—

Edward

Joslyn;

S.

1861

—

—Eugene

J.

stamps and postal money-orders, and
handling registered matter, seem almost
perfect. Every precaution against loss by carelessness, criminality, or the natural elements
.have been most studiously and thoroughly provided. The flag constantly floats above each, as
in military posts, and the buildings, grounds
and surroundings are maintained in the most
scrupulous order and neatness.
selling
for

STATE BUILDINGS.

Canfield

and A. B. Coon; 1861-65 Charles J. Metzner;
1865-69—Leander R. Wagner; 1869-72— Charles
1876J. Metzner; 1872-76—Albert J. Hopkins;
80— T. E. Ryan; 1880-84— Henry B. Willis:
1884-88— John A. Russell; 1888-92—Frank G.
Hanchett; 1892-1900—Frank W. Joslyn; 1900-04

—W.

distribution of all incoming and outgoing mail
carefully provided.
The arrangements for

is

Tyers.

The Illinois Northern Hospital for the Insane
was established by an act of the Legislature,
approved April 16, 1869, by Governor John M.
Palmer. The district to be provided for by that
institution embraced the thirteen counties of
Lake, McHenry, Boone, Winnebago, Stephenson,
Jo Daviess, Carroll, Ogle, DeKalb, Kane,
Kendall, Lee and Whiteside Jo Daviess and

—

having since been withdrawn. A locating commission,
composed of Augustus
Adams, B. F. Shaw, W. R. Brown, M. L. Joslyn,
David S. Hammond and William Adams none
of whom were residents of Kane County
after
Carroll

CHAPTER

XIII.

—
—

careful inspection of the

PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND INSTITUTIONS.

—

FEDERAL BUILDINGS
AURORA AND ELGIN POSTOFFICES
STATE CHARITABLE INSTITUTIONS
NORTHERN HOSPITAL FOR INSANE TRAINING
SCHOOL FOR GIRLS HOME FOR BOYS KANE
COUNTY COURT HOUSE HISTORY ALMS-HOUSE

—

—

AND THE COUNTY

numerous

sites offered,

with generous bounties by various localities,
selected the beautiful grounds at Elgin.
It
would be very difficult to find a location meeting more completely the prime requisites of
fair healthful altitude, good drainage, abundant
water, accessibility, beauty of situation and
pleasant diversity of landscape.

The

city pur-

chased of R. B. Chisholm, and donated to the
State, 150 acres of land in Sections 23

and 24

and, by subsequent purchases, the grounds have

POOR.

been enlarged to 510 acres, lying along the west

The General Government has
beautiful

and

elaborate

erected

two

Buildings
within Kane County. In each case the amount
of the appropriation was $100,000, about $20,000
each being paid for the respective sites and
$80,000 expended upon each building. The
Aurora office a fine two-story building of red
brick with stone trimmings was built in 189495, and the one at Elgin, a very elaborate one-

—

story

in

finished

in

—

granite, was
The Aurora building is
artistically designed and highly

structure

erected

Post-office

light-colored

of

1901-02.

wrought and polished hard woods, while the
public
ceiled

mosaic

portion

of

and finished
floor.

In

the Elgin

office

is

walled,

white marble, with rich
each building every conin

ceivable facility for the reception and

prompt

bank of the river.
The highway to the south, from the city,
which is also traversed by a line of electric
cars, runs parallel with, and some eighty rods
distant from, the river, through the State
grounds; and that portion lying between the
river and the road is cultivated as farm land.
The Hospital buildings front toward the east
and stand some forty rods west of the highway, near the center of the park-like lawn,
which is separated from the highway by a substantial and artistic iron fence.
The grounds
are entered through elaborate iron gateways,
flanked by neat stone lodges.
With an even,
gradual slope, rendered more pleasing by two
grassy waterways for the surplus rain-fall to
reach the river, the land rises from its pebbly
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shore, perhaps sixty or eighty feet, to the broad
plateau whereon the buildings stand, with the

farm in their rear. The grounds about the
buildings are artistically platted to produce the
most pleasing landscape effects, and are kept
in

perfect

condition.

Miniature

lakes

and

and

grot-

streamlets, with rustic arches, bridges

have been most naturally devised, and
beautiful driveways and walks are laid in
pleasant courses, through the groves and lawns.
toes,

Inviting seats are
places,

placed

in

quiet

sheltered

and there are grassy, sunny slopes

for

patients to recline upon, while beds of brilliant

flowers contrast most charmingly with the deep

green of the smooth well-kept lawn. A large
and beautiful fountain is in almost constant
play in front of the main porch and entrance
hall of the administration building, and near by
stands the elaborate conservatory, built and endowed by the generous bequest of the late
Jonathan Burr.
The central portion of this main building
comprises reception rooms and offices for the
Superintendent and his staff of medical and
business assistants, apartments for his family
and for domestic use, and a large and beautiful
chapel, and amusement hall, with their accessories,

for

the

benefit

of

the

patients.

The

north wing is occupied by female, and the south
wing by male patients. This north wing was
opened for the reception of patients in April,
1872, the center building was first occupied in
Bach has
1874, and the south wing in 1875.
heen improved and enlarged and, on the south,
a separate infirmary for males, and a large annex for chronic non-violent male and female
patients, have been erected.
The women's infirmary connects with the north wing.
The
buildings have been constructed, and are being
so arranged, as to bring into each patient's
room all the brightness, beauty and sunlight
possible, together with an abundance of pure
invigorating air, so that, from every window
and place of rest or recreation, the view shall
tend to produce pleasurable content.
Every
effort is made to induce regular habits of body
and mind and quiet sleep; to provide nourishing food, healthy employment, cheerful religious

services

and singing, reading, music,

games, dancing, dramatic entertainments and
pleasurable enjoyments, to divert from morbid
thoughts and hallucinations, and to heal the
unbalanced, wavering minds. The most rigid
discipline is maintained, with power, if it must
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be employed, but rather by gently and firmly
checking, at its very first manifestation, all
tendency toward insubordination, and to cultivate in the minds of patients the individual
feeling of personal restraint, courtesy

and

re-

— to

put patients, as far as possible, upon
a sense of honorable regard for their own control and deportment, and to remove all feeling
of prison restraint and confinement.
At best
it is a sad, trying task; but these more humane
methods are superseding the harsher ways of
the past.
The growing sentiment of faith in
the all-conquering power of goodness gives
evidence of a confidence that the newer treatment will prove more beneficial than the old,
in alleviating the pitiable condition of these
saddest victims of the inadvertent or wilful
violation of Nature's laws.
Such are the views of Dr. Frank S. Whitman,
the present highly efficient Superintendent, and
spect

the

of

officers

while each

employed to
and nearly

assist

day,

each

him;

and,

individual

have their trials, perplexities and discouragements, results continually give assurance that such treatment is most salutary. Of
course, all the arrangements, appliances and
accessories of the buildings and grounds are
the best to-day attainable. About 250 acres of
the land is cultivated in farm and garden; and
in tilling these and caring for the well-housed
stock, repairing the buildings, tending the
lawns, and meeting the daily recurring needs
of the great institution, patients are induced to
assist so far as may be beneficial to them. The
last biennial report shows 1,102 inmates on
July 1, 1900; admitted during the two following
making a total
years, 731; and re-admitted, 100
There were discharged, during the
of 1,933.
same period as recovered, 189; as improved,
There
114; as unimproved, 17; and 166 died.
case,

—

were transferred

to other institutions 138;

re-

turned to various counties 111; released by
order of court 5; and 10 escaped present, July
The estimated re1, 1902, 1,183— total, 1,933.
quirements for the ordinary needs of the institution for 1903-4 was $185,000 per year. The
trustees also asked a further appropriation of
$88,300 for special repairs and improvements.
See Illustration, "Northern Hospital for the

—

(

Insane,"

p. 402.)

STATE TRAINING SCHOOL FOR GIRLS.
By
June

authority of a legislative act, approved
22, 1893, the Governor appointed Mes-

dames M. R. M. Wallace,

G.

M. Holt,

J.

D.
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Harvey and Charles Henrotin, and Judge Frank
Annis,
Matthew Henneberry and William
Prentiss, and their successors, a body corporate
under the name of "State Guardians for Girls,"
and authorized them to establish a "State Home
The same act
for Juvenile Female Offenders."
authorized the purchase of not less than 20 nor
more than 120 acres of land, and the erection
thereon of suitable buildings and appropriated
$75,000 to carry its provisions into effect. The

law authorized the commitment of girls thereto
between the ages of ten and sixteen years, by
courts of record, for "not less than one year
nor beyond their minority;" and by Justices
and Magistrates, for "not less than three
months, nor beyond their minority." By subsequent legislation the limit has been extended
to 21 years of age.

"No imbecile

or idiotic girl

committed or received into the Home.
be discharged at any time by the
Governor or by the Trustees whenever, in their
judgment, the good of the girl or of the Home
shall be

Girls

may

will thereby be promoted."

"The Superintend-

ent and other officers at the

Home

shall

be

women."

The Trustees are given the exclusive
custody, care and guardianship of such girls
as are committed to the Home, and are authorized to appoint one or more suitable persons to
serve without compensation in each county to
aid them.
They are required to instruct the

such branches of useful knowledge
as may be suited to their years and capacities,"
in domestic vocations, such as housekeeping in
all its departments.
"Any girl may be placed
in the Home of any good citizen, upon such
terms, and for such purposes and time, as may
be agreed upon; or she may be given to any
suitable person of good character who will
adopt her; or she may be bound to any
reputable citizen to learn any trade; or as a
servant to follow any employment which, in
the judgment of the Trustees, will be for her
advantage."
But if she is cruelly treated or
neglected, or the terms agreed upon are not
observed, the Trustees shall take and receive
her again to the protection of the Home. For
good behavior each girl is to be credited five
days each month of the first year; six days
monthly in the second year; seven days the
third; eight days the fourth; and thereafter
nine days in each month while for any misconduct or violation of rules, she is liable to
forfeit Ave days per month.
The balance of
good days to her credit brings so much nearer
girls

"in

—

the date of her discharge by the Superintendent.

The Home was

first

opened November

17,

rented

quarters at 3,111 Indiana
Avenue, Chicago. Subsequently, and largely at
the instance of Mrs. Julia Plato Harvey, fiftyone acres of land lying on the north half of
Sections 10 and 11, just southeast of the city
1893,

in

were purchased for $7,000 and, later
additional were purchased at a
cost of $4,000. Three buildings costing $127,850
have been erected thereon, designated as the
Administration Building, and the "Wallace"
and the "Harvey Cottages." Two additional
of Geneva,

forty

acres

cottages are

now

in course of construction.

fine school building,

a heat

A

and power house,

and a suitable barn have been provided. The
residence buildings are beautiful and very substantial structures of rock-faced and pressed
brick, with cut-stone trimmings, carefully pro-

tected against fire and, of course, fully equipped

with every appliance for comfort, security and
convenience. They front toward the west and
command a magnificent view of the wooded
play-ground and park, sloping quite sharply
down to the river, the fine city with its stately
county buildings and elegant homes, and the
many fertile, highly cultivated and improved
farms, stretching away to the western horizon.
It

is a lofty, commanding situation.
The grounds about the buildings are neatly

cultivated

in

gardens, flower-beds and lawns,

and are kept

in complete order by the girls
under the supervision of a woman gardener.
Within, the scrupulous neatness and quiet
comfort of a refined private home seems to
prevail.
The entire absence of walls, guards
and barred doors, and of apparent forced reor
confinement
of
the
inmates
straint
Alternating each midastonishes the visitor.
day, one-half the girls are at school and the
other half at work throughout the buildings
and grounds, under firm, yet kind and competent instructors, acquiring by practice the
varied habits and information essential to good
womanhood. Save in the uniformity of neat
dress, there is no visible indication among
these bright girls of their being in public
and everything, from kitchen to
custody;
parlor, is sweet, clean and tasteful enough to
There
suit the most fastidious housekeeper.
are now 226 girls in the Home and 100 on

parole in private families.

It

certainly

must

require the most firm and vigilant discipline to
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so

number

of

Home

are

states that the intent is to give all delinquent

separate families, as nearly as
about twenty-seven each, thus

boys "a good common school education, and
the learning and practice of such trades and
employments, including agriculture and horti-

control

excellently

wayward young
arranged

in

practicable,

girls.

this

Those

large

in the

of

giving the matrons and housekeepers far better
opportunities to discover and cultivate the individual necessities of each girl.
All the officers and assistants are women except the engineer and fireman, the farmer and

man. Mrs. Ophelia L. Amigh is the
Superintendent and, in the Home and at
Geneva, she is held in the very highest esteem.
The deepest actuating sentiment of this lady
and her excellent assistants is indicated in
their expressed gratitude to the last Legislature
for eliminating the term, "juvenile female offenders," and substituting the more kindly
name, "State Training School for Girls." For,
as they remove every garment from each girl
upon her entrance and clothe her in new, clean
and neat apparel, so at once they seek to remove every stain, habit and memory of her
former life, and to awaken better aspirations
and higher ideals, and to kindly place, guide
and strengthen her in the way of a future life
his hired

of intelligent usefulness, purity

Surely,

in

the

list

of

and happiness.

beneficial

institutions,

not one more worthy the active encouragement and support of all the people, than

there

is

the "State Training School for Girls."

ST.

CHARLES BOYS' HOME.

Continuing the enlightened policy of saving
the young from conditions tending toward lawlessness and criminality, the people and the
State Legislature are providing a similar
Home for Dependent and Delinquent Boys at
Charles.
Philanthropic
and
patriotic
St.
citizens of that city, and more largely of Chicago, having voluntarily raised a fund of over
$100,000, purchased 901 acres of the finest farm
lands in the county, which they have presented
to the State as a site for the Home.
These
lands, lying in the three southwest sections of
St.

Charles, the southeast section of

Campton

and

southwest section of Geneva, are unsurpassed for fertility and beauty of location.
In May, 1901, the Legislature appropriated
$25,000 for building purposes, $5,000 for books,

and apparatus, and $5,000 for maintenance of inmates.
In May, 1903, a further
appropriation of $300,000 was made for building purposes and equipment, and $25,000 for
ordinary expenses for the year ending June 30,
tools
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1904,

with a like amount for

1904-5.

The

act

fit them for the ordinary employments of life." Delinquent boys who may
be committed to the Home are defined as any
boy under sixteen years of age who violates any
law of this State, or any city or village ordinance; and none can be committed beyond

culture, as shall

The

their majority.

act provides that not

more

than forty boys shall be housed in one building,
together with the manager, or teacher, and
family.

Two

(1903)

being

of the six cottages that are

constructed,

are

so

near

now
com-

workmen are putting in the heating apparatus, and the other four will soon be
pletion that

under

roof.

The cottages that have been furnished show
what kind of quarters the boys will have at this
institution. Each building is about 60x100 feet,
two stories and basement high. On the right
of the hall are the quarters of the house-father,

and house-mother; consisting of office, sitting
room, and one chamber, bath and toilet room.

On

the left of the hall

for the boys

what

is

is

a large sitting room
in the rear, in

and immediately

known
and

as

the

extension,

is

a

large

extreme end of the extension are the pantry, kitchen and sinks. The
rooms overhead are finished in mill construction work, the material being Georgia
pine; the walls are of adamant planter and the
casings of red oak.
On the second floor are
two large dormitories lighted by nine large
windows to each room the whole set affording
a magnificent view in three directions.
These rooms will be fitted with iron bedsteads, forty to each dormitory, each boy to
have a bed to himself. Between the two dormitories is what is known as the locker room. In
this room, to which access is had from each
sleeping room, forty lockers are ranged around
the walls. A boy on retiring for the night will
After
place his clothes in one of the lockers.
all are in bed the night watchman will close
and lock each of the lockers, so that any
youngster who may be taken with a desire to
sneak off in the night will have to get out into
the world clad in nothing but his night robe,
should he even succeed in getting outside the
The upper floor of the extension is
building.
living room,

at the

—
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used for storage purposes, and the servants'
rooms are in the extreme end of the extension.
Each cottage is heated by steam and ventilated
by the most improved system that engineering
The boys will have breakskill has devised.
fast and supper in the dining room of their own
cottage, but the mid-day meal will be taken in

one large dining room that will be connected
The food will be
with the central kitchen.
placed on cars and pushed through the tunnel,
which, in daytime, will be lighted from above
by prisms set in concrete.
At the west end of the main street will be
constructed the school building. This will be
built entirely of stone and brick, and will be
provided with ample lighting facilities. At the
end of the street will be the power house. On
the high knoll will eventually be constructed
a gymnasium. No building at the home will
be more than two stories high.

refused to accept the building at $3,000

ever,

and Isaac Wilson, Gen. George McClure and
Harry Boardman were selected by mutual
agreement to arbitrate the question.
They
placed

the

value

of

building at

the

$2,300,

awarding the county several village lots as a
consideration for the remaining $700.
Mr. James Herrington, who was one of the
most enterprising of the early settlers, died in
1839, but the money to pay for the land, and
also for the court-house, was furnished as
agreed, and the land was duly purchased in
the name of the county. Mark W. Fletcher was
selected to convey to the representatives of said
four persons, in such proportions as were
agreed upon by them, the lands not contracted
for being reserved for the county all of which
was satisfactorily accomplished.
This building was destroyed by fire probably in 1843 and in 1844 the second court-

—

—

—

COUNTY BUILDING.

house, a substantial two-story stone structure,

Geneva, the county-seat of Kane County, is
located principally upon Section 3, Township 39,
Range 8 East, and was largely covered by the
original
land claim of James Herrington,
bought of the squatter, Daniel S. Haight. In

was erected on the southeast corner of Block
52.
The lower floor of this building was used
as the jail and jailer's residence. A small stone
building, nearly fire-proof, was erected some

meeting of the County Commissioners, negotiations were opened between
the Commissioners, of the one part, and James
Herrington and three men- Hamilton, Madden
and Daniels who had acquired squatter's
rights by location or by purchase from Her-

Clerk's

1836, at the first

—

—

rington, of the other part, for the location of
the county-seat. It was finally agreed, in sub-

that the county-seat should be at
Geneva; that the above named four men should
furnish the money to pay for the tract of land,
which should be entered and purchased at the
land sale, by the county; that the county should
retain one village block for county uses, and
convey the remainder of the land to said four
men in such portions as they should agree
among themselves, and the said four men
should pay to the county the sum of $3,000,
with which to erect a court-house.
Richard
J.
Hamilton,
one
of
the
men above
named, contracted to build the court house for
stance,

$3,000 and, in the spring of 1837, erected quite
a pretentious looking wooden building upon the
designated
site,
which appears upon the

original plat of

instead of a

Geneva as the public square,

number being designated by

a star.

on the north side of State, between Third
and Fourth Streets. The Commissioners, howIt lies

twenty feet south of the court-house for the
office,

and

for the preservation of the

county records. This court-house building
now used as the City Hall.

is

The third court-house was erected in 1856 on
Block 57 of the Geneva plat, at a cost of about
$125,000 and was a very handsome dressed
stone structure, with buttressed chimneys,
arched ornate windows and turret-like cupola.
In style, arrangement and construction it was
considered a model building.
Its first story
also

was

dence.

It

up for the jail and jailer's
was destroyed by fire, March 13,

fitted

resi-

1890.

and the present magnificent court-house and
separate jail were built upon the same site.
The corner-stone was laid April 9, 1891, and in
it

was deposited a

list

of

from 1835

the

names

of the

a copy of
statistics of the building committee of the
Board of Supervisors and of the Board of
Equalization; abstracts of the assessment and
of the taxes of 1890; copies of a $1,000 and a
$500 court-house bond; a cut of the court-

county

officers

to 1888;

house and of the electric car, Aurora; a bible
and a number of school-books now in use; the
course of study in Illinois public schools, and
samples of work done in the schools and kindergartens of the county; also various coins, with
copies of The Aurora News, Post, Express,
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Democrat and Volksfreund;
Beacon,
The
Batavia News; The Dundee Courier and Hawkeye; The Elgin News, Courier and Volksfreund:
The Geneva Republican and Patrol; The Hampshire Register, and The St. Charles Chronicle;
of
The Chicago Inter Ocean, Tribalso
une, Herald, and The New York Herald.
The completed building was dedicated by
direction

the

of

September

Board

of

Supervisors,

with quite
by
N.
T.

1892,

30,

elaborate

conducted
Holden,
Chairman of the Board, presiding, and Supervisor A. T. Lewis, acting master of ceremonies.
Supervisor C. Ev Mann, for the building committee, architects and builders, reported the
structure to be 210x110 feet in size, and 110
feet high, from foundation to dome, the rotunda forty-six feet square, and the base of
exercises

dome

fifty

feet square.

The court-house

$25,000.

Mr.

Mann

cost

and the furnishings

$194,000, the jail $33,000,
briefly

reviewed the labor

and formally presented the completed structure, to the Board of Supervisors
and the citizens of the county, whom they
of its erection
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spent since its erection in more completely
furnishing and elaborately decorating it. The
very complete, and tasteful appearing Sheriff's
residence and jail is constructed of red pressed
brick with heavy red sandstone trimmings,
uniform in material and style with the adjacent
court-house, and is equipped with all modern
conveniences. It is handsomely finished and is
furnished with the most perfect appliances for
the safety, and secure keeping of prisoners.
The Court-House Square is kept a neat lawn,
shaded with handsome trees; and the broad
white cement curbs and walks that surround it
and lead to the entrances of the building are
of the best possible material and construction.

ALMS-HOUSE.
For a number of years after the organization
of Kane County the Commissioners' Court supported the unfortunate poor separately, by paying individuals a small compensation for their
care in private homes. In the spring of 1852 the

Board appointed M. Mallory, John

S.

Lee and

represented.

Andrew Puigree a committee to select and
recommend a suitable farm to be purchased
for alms-house purposes.
Upon the issue of

the'

their report a

Chairman Holden, in behalf of
Board and the people, accepted the beautiful
edifice, and gracefully thanked the persons
represented by Supervisor Mann for the efficient and highly satisfactory accomplishment
of their various duties, and heartily congratulated them, and the citizens of the county
generally, upon the successful completion, without an accident of any kind, or disturbing com-

plication,

of the noble structure before them.

He then introduced the Hon. N. N. Ravlin, for
many years Supervisor from Kaneville, and
Chairman of the Board, who spoke in behalf
of the old citizens, industrial interests, and
people generally; Hon. Charles Wheaton, representing the Bar; Gen. John S. Wilcox, whose
theme was the military and patriotic sentiment

and record
kins,

of the county;

who spoke

of

its

Hon. Albert
political

J.

action,

Hopand

Hon. David B. Sherwood as the representative
It was a large assembly of
of the Judiciary.
the leading people of the county, and there
were the usual accompaniments of music, refreshments and general congratulations. The
building defies just adverse criticism, and competent judges declare that, for appropriate
architectural appearance, substantial construction, spacious and convenient arrangement and
elegant finish,

it

is

house in the State.

unsurpassed by any courtAbout $25,000 has been

farm

of 179 acres, lying in Sec-

Geneva Township, was purchased of Elijah Lee at $16 per acre. Supervisor Mix of Aurora negotiated the purchase
and made such changes in the building thereon
as were deemed necessary, and, in June of that
year, James Hotchkiss, its first Superintendent,
began to receive inmates. There were, however, many demands pressing upon the county;
the tremendous strain of the great war came
on, and the needs of the "poor farm" were
doubtless neglected. In 1871 a large permanent
stone structure was erected at a cost of about
$18,000 and, later, an extensive addition to this
In 1887 the western
building was put up.
portion of the building was destroyed by fire,
and then the whole structure was remodeled,
rebuilt and very greatly enlarged and improved.
The next year Mr. S. E. Keyes was appointed
Superintendent, and under his intelligent and
energetic supervision, the Board systematized
and perfected the equipment, and conduct of
tions 11 and 14 in

the institution, until it is conceded by all visiting officers and committees, that Kane County
has as complete provison for the kindly care

needy and afflicted people as can be dethe most philanthropic sentiment.
There are now 245 acres of excellent farmland most beautifully located, with three large
of

itr

manded by
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CHAPTER

stone buildings of modern style and construction, three stories high, with iron and slate
roofs, equipped with standpipes, hose and all
facilities for

A

preventing and extinguishing

fires.

large, deep well furnishes a copious supply

water that, of course, is freely
buildings
and
throughout
the
conducted
grounds. Up-to-date steam and electric plants
furnish power, heat and light for all the various
uses about the place, and also for lighting the
court-house and jail at Geneva. There are 92
male and 79 female inmates; more than half
of

HIGHWAYS— POSTOFFICES— THE

PRESS.

excellent

them

—

viz.:

55

men and

ROAD LAWS ADVENT OF THE. RAILROAD
& CHICAGO UNION AND OTHER PIONEER LINES POSTOFFICES AND POST ROUTES
INAUGURATION OF FREE DELIVERY SYSTEM
HOADS

—GALENA

—

sidered mildly insane.

women; one cares for the old and feeble;
another conducts the laundry, and the fifth is
in the Superintendent's kitchen. The large and
well-ventilated
rooms are very comfortably
furnished and scrupulously clean and sunny,
and no prison or hospital odor whatever can
be detected. The pantry, kitchen, and dining
room are clean and wholesome, and an appearance of comfort and abundance prevails everywhere. The cooling and cold-storage room for
fresh meats is of the very best pattern, and
the great quarters of meat upon its hooks are
of the best quality.
The matron's cold pantry
for butter, eggs, fruits, etc., is a great economy
and convenience. There is an excellent cattle
and hay-barn, and fairly good stables for the
horses, while the original dwelling shelters the
swine. The horses upon the place are estimated
to be worth about $1,200 and the cattle and
hogs $4,000. To the latter such care has been
given to selecting and properly rearing animals
of the best strain of blood, that each year a
number of choice breeding animals are sold at
high prices.
Much small fruits, and all the
vegetables, meat, milk, eggs, etc., required for
the tables, are produced upon the farm, and
sufficient milk is sold to buy the needed butter.
Every day the inmates are supplied with a
generous portion of fruit. Of course all grain
and hay for the stock is raised upon the farm.
As much of the work as is proper, is done by
the more healthy inmates. The Superintendent
employs two assistant farmers, two attendants
in charge of insane men. and one night watchman and attendant also one electrician, one
engineer and one cook. The plant is estimated
;

to be

worth $100,000.

—

OF EOADS TO THE NORTHWEST INDIAN
TRAILS DEVELOP INTO STAGE LINES AND STATE

TREND

50 women
are conMrs. Eliza Smith Keyes
is matron, and she has associated with her five
assistants.
Two of them attend the insane
of

XIV.

NEWSPAPER HISTORY.
In ancient times

it

was

said, boastingly, that

roads led to Rome."

It is certain that in
the ages gone by, as well as now, all trails and
paths from the Great West and Northwest converged toward the foot of the vast chain of the
largest lakes in the world, and the short landportage between them and the long water-route

"all

of the interior rivers to the gulf.

The paths of

the buffalo and trails of the Indian instinctively
followed the lines of least obstruction; and, as

roads of the pioneers kept on
The most casual observer of
the map of Kane County will note the trend of
all the main highways to be northwesterly from
naturally,

the

the same track.

more careshow that these are
usually located at the places where the animals
and the Indians had discovered the fords most
Along the river
accessible and convenient.
banks, and from those leading toward the
the river crossings at the cities, and
fully

examination

will

northwest, the early settlers followed the trails,
gradually by travel developing them into roads.
By bridging small streams and draining and
turn-piking sloughs, these have been straight-

ened and constantly improved, and as necessity
arose they have been connected by convenient
cross-roads.

Under progressive

legislation

all

have been, legalized, and thus has been steadily
evolved our present net-work of highways.
The incidents of the early efforts to improve
these trails and incipient roads, and sufficiently
divert them from their original line, to bring
the new taverns and projected
travel
to
villages, are numerous and full of interest. Two
are given as typical of
at

many

others.

In 1836

(now Aurora) obtained its mail
Naperville, and Frink & Walker's stage line

McCarty

Mill
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from Chicago westward crossed the Fox

at

Gray's Ferry, now Montgomery. The McCartys
cut and blazed the trees, staked the prairies
and roughly corduroyed the worst sloughs,

from Naperville through their prospective town
to a crossing of the Big Rock Creek, and furnished the stage-drivers and their teams with
board for a month
change of the route
Giffords at State

in
to

consideration
their place.

Road (now Elgin),

of

the

And

the

in the fall

or winter of 1835, blazed and cleared a way
through the timber eastward toward Meacham's
Grove' (Bloomingdale), and planned a novel
celebration of the next Fourth of July, by arranging to have the people at each end of the
route turn out en masse, hitching teams to
plows and to trees as large as could be drawn
with the limbs still on, and to every available
wagon, and with these mark the way, crush
down the bushes and the grass, and trample
the pathway from each end to the meeting
place, where the first patriotic celebration in
the county was held with much enthusiasm,
and social refreshments of corn-bread, salt-

The
marked a roadway in a somewhat
similar manner westward across Coon Creek,
and, it is said, to the ford of the Kishwaukee
pork and coffee were heartily enjoyed.
Giffords also

near Belvidere. Soon after, both they and the
McCartys, with profound satisfaction, saw
Frink & Walker's four-horse stage-coaches,
with passengers and mails, passing daily over
these new roadways through their prospective
villages.
The early securing of these stagelines gave prominence and permanence to the

Aurora and Elgin.
and suggestive to note
the vague and broad authority conferred by the
early Legislatures upon commissions appointed
to locate highways.
For instance, one legislalocations
It

is

of

also interesting

tive act, in force April 13, 1849, appoints nine-

separate commissions for such purpose.
Paragraph 15 appoints "Elijah Wilcox, Augustus Adams and Luther Herrick, of Kane County, commissioners to view and locate a State
road, commencing at a point on the State road
between Elgin and Sycamore, thence to the village of Clinton (now South Elgin), thence
across Fox River to the State road between Elgin and the Des Plaines River." The compensation authorized for the persons engaged in
this work was:
"To a commissioner $1 per
day; to a surveyor, $2; to chainmen, axemen
and other hands, 75 cents, for each day necesteen

sarily employed."

677
The

large latitude given as

—

and the small pay allowed especially to the commissioners, as compared with
present-day methods and compensation are
significant of the changed conditions.
In dry weather, if not sufficiently travelled
to terminals

—

to become very dusty, the "dirt roads" of the
olden time were most delightful; but when
softened by rain, they were quickly changed to
a thick, pasty mud, and readily cut into deep

—

uneven ruts. As these hardened either baked
by the summer sun or frozen by the winter
winds the track became most terribly rough
and exceedingly trying to driver, team and ve-

—

The old-time stories of prying the wagons and stage-coaches out of the mud and ruts
are not exaggerations, but the actual realities
hicle.

many

of

severe experiences.

The improvement of the highways by the
county was commenced at the first meeting of
the County Commissioners in 1836.
At that
time there was not one legally established highway in the county, and there was no individual
ownership of land. The Commissioners divided the county into road districts, and appointed
"pathmasters," or supervisors, and they passed
an order requiring every able-bodied man, be-

tween the ages of twenty-one and fifty years, to
work three days each year upon the public
loads.
Provision was made to accept substitutes, needful material, or cash, in lieu of in-

dividual

work, and for off-setting the use of

teams and

tools.

Men

held different views then as now. Mr.
B. and Mr. R. were neighbors and friends, living in the same school and highway district,,

and both were usually school and highway officers.
At the school meetings B. insisted seventy-five cents per week, and "board round,"
was sufficient compensation for the young
women teachers, while R. contended they
should receive at least $1 per week.
B.'s
scraper was used just one week upon the roads,
and he brought in a bill of $6 for its use. R.
declared
cost

it

too much, and B. said that "scrapers

money" and that the charge was reason-

able, to which R. replied:
"Well, B., you have
very strange ideas; you think a woman capable
of teaching your children and mine is worth less
than one-sixth as much as your confounded

old scraper."

The method

of establishing and maintaining
highways has been changed by State and
county legislation to the present system, which

the
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places the whole process in the hands of the
Township Highway Commissioners, with provision for appeal from their rulings, and pro-

Chicago secondary.)
It was a gala day, observed with appropriate public exercises. About
two years was required to accumulate suffic-

vides for carrying a specific percentage tax for
the construction of the roads and bridges. Under the statutes, however, option is granted to

ient financial strength for its extension, and
during that time Elgin remained the busy, hustling western terminal.
The "Aurora Branch Railroad" was built in

townships as to this change; and some of those
in which but few and small bridges are needed,
and consequently little need for cash expenditures exists, prefer to remain under the old
system.
The necessity for delivering milk
daily and promptly at the factories and shipping stations, imperatively required a radical
improvement of the highways, and fortunately
nearly every road district in the county has
banks of excellent gravel, with which it is possible to construct the very best road-beds.
The
very general even though brief popularity of
the bicycle greatly stimulated the improvement
of the roads, and the more recent introduction
of the automobile will strongly tend in the
same direction. Every one of the "old State
roads" a designation once very significant but
now almost obsolete which means nearly all
the main thoroughfares running northwesterly
from the river towns, are well drained and
heavily piked with gravel, as also are very

—

—

—

many
ways
tion

—

of the cross roads.

The principal high-

now in fine condisummer or in winter

of every township are

— rain

or shine, in

very doubtful if there is a county in
the State with better roads than Kane.
RAILWAYS.— The first railway train to enter
the county came over the spur-track, which
branched from the track of the old Galena &
Chicago Union Railroad line about three miles
rorthwest of Turner Junction, now West Chicago.
It rolled proudly up to the d?pot at St.
Charles on December 12, 1849—a memorable
day in the annals of the county. The railway
arid it is

station

was some forty or more rods south-

easterly

of the present elegant high school
building, and a part of the old engine house

near it still remains. This track was soon after
extended to Geneva, and the old long building
east of Bennett's large flouring-mill

served as

and freight-house.
From its platform Stephen A. Douglas addressed a large
asemblage of peop^ from all parts of the counthe depot

ty in the early

'fifties.

lines ceased about 1857.

train of the Galena

reached Elgin.

The operation

of these
In February, 1850, a

& Chicago Union Railroad

(The careful reader will
note that Galena Avas the important point and
first

1850-51,

from Turner Junction, via Batavia,

to

Aurora, and after consolidation with other similar corporations, finally became a part of the
great Chicago, Burlington & Quincy System, and
in 1855 was extended to the Mississippi River.
Soon after the direct line to Chicago was constructed and opened for

traffic.

The "Dixon Air-Line" Division of the Galena
& Chicago Union Railroad was constructed
through Geneva in 1853, and in that year work
was commenced on the "Fox River Valley RailGeneva Lake,
lumber region.
This enterprise moved very slowly. As a bit
of road-bed was graded, it was covered with
widely separated ties upon which wooden
stringers were placed, instead of the "T rail"
of today, and a flat bar of iron spiked to these
stringers, called "strap-rail," was the temporary
and dangerous bearing prepared for the wheels
road,"

connecting

Elgin

with

Wis., in order to reach the pine

to roll upon.

The ends

of these strap-rails, be-

coming loosened, would occasionally be caught
upon the upper side of a rolling wheel and
come crashing up through the car-floor. They
were called "Snake-heads," and were a terror
to the few passengers on the line; although
by reason of the slow movement of the trains
many serious accidents occurred. These
were the pioneer roads; wood was the fuel
not

and the earlier coaches consisted of a
rooms whatever.
Yet these trains were considered marvels of comfort and speed.
Now the lines of
the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy pass through
the townships and towns of Aurora, Batavia,
Geni va, Sugar Grove and Big Rock and the village of Montgomery. The Iowa Division of the
Chicago & North-Westeru passes through the
townships and towns of Geneva, Batavia. Aurora. St. Charles, Blackberry, Kaneville and
Virgil, and the. stations of LaFox, Elburn and
Maple Park;
the
Chicago Great Western
through the townships and towns of St. Charles.
Campton and Virgil, and the stations of Wasco,
Lily Lake and Richardson; the Illinois Central runs through the townships of St. Charles,
Elgin, Plato and Burlington, and the villages
used,

single apartment with no retiring
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Coleman, East Plato, Plato Center and Bur-

Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul
passes through the townships of Elgin, Plato,
Rutland and Hampshire, and the stations of
Elgin, Almora, McQueen, Pingree Grove, Sunlington;

the

and Hampshire; and the Freeport & Lake
Geneva lines of the Chicago & North-Western
set

pass through the townships of

St.

Charles, El-

Almora, Gilbert-, Dundee and CarpentersExcept the two last mentioned, these
ville.
are great trunk lines running frequent and fast
trains.
Over these tracks, rushing from ocean
gin,

to ocean, roll the solid vestibuled "flyers," pro-

vided with every

known

and

and

appliance to insure
equipped with every
possible provision for elegant comfort that has
yet been devised. Marvelous, indeed, has been
the transition within the memory of many still
safety

speed,

living.

There are over 166 miles of steam railway
main-track within Kane County, and they reach
every township in the county. There are also
about sixty-eight miles of electric railway in
the county, and, beside the frequent up and
down the river trips, Aurora, Batavia and Elgin have a regular half-hour service with Chicago over their lines, with a maximum single
fare of fifty cents, and a round-trip for seventyfive cents. Every city and village in the county
is connected by telegraph with stations in all
parts of the world, while a net-work of telephone lines brings the homes of both town and
country residents into close relation with all
the business and social needs and pleasures
of

life.

POST ROUTES.— The first mail carrier, other
than the regular four-horse stages, in Kane
County, was familiarly known as "Daddy Wilson," who in 1837-38 made a trip once in two
weeks from La Fox (Herrington's Ford) to
Naperville, carrying the mail in his hat or pockets.
A little later the people of St. Charles
hired a man to convey the mail to and from
Elgin,

where the daily

made
the same way

line of stages

nection with Chicago.

con-

In
the
people at McCarty's Mill had, for a time, obtained their mail from Naperville.
As offices
off these stage lines were established, their patrons and postmasters made arrangements for

conveying the

trifling

tensely interesting

—

—as

to

amount, hut
and from the

in-

mail to
ofon the stage-routes.
Soon after the transfer of the mail transportation from the stages to the railways, the

fices
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Department arranged many

Postoffice

lines throughout the country

short

of these

— from the
— into

railway station offices to interior offices
groups called "star routes." A "star route" frequently included a score or more of short lines,
some of which were hundreds of miles apart.
The transportation of mail over each of these
groups was let to the lowest bidder in sealed
proposals, and the successful bidder sublet the
carrying to local contractors. The short lines
in Kane County were so grouped, and frequently
if not
always let to the contractors of
whom our people never heard, but who, through
the Department and the postmaster, arranged
with the local carrier and paid him for his services, the contractor himself never appearing.
If the plan was not conceived in iniquity, it developed much fraud and brought great shame
upon the Department.
The free-delivery of mail began about 1887,
and Aurora, Batavia and Elgin now have frequent deliveries each day. The first rural delivery route in the county was authorized in
1902, and this great convenience now reaches
nearly every township. To those who can still

—

—

the expense, delay, uncertainty, inconvenience and sometimes severe hardship incurred by the pioneer in sending out and receiving their small amount of mail when a journey of a whole day and far into the night, over
a roadless, unsettled country, was cheerfully
endured for the sake of obtaining precious letrecall

—

from the old home, and where the wages
were paid for postage the marvelous change to the certainty, celerity and
cheapness of the present postal service reads
ters

—

of a day's labor

like a fairy tale.

POST OFFICES.— As
certained,

accurately as can be asthe dates of establishment, discon-

tinuance and changes in the postoffices of the
county, with the names of the first postmasters,
have been as follows:

La Fox— December
P.

31, 1836,

Henry

A. Miller,

changed to Geneva.
Aurora March 2, 1837, Burr Winton,
M.

;

—

Elgin— July

P.

M.

James T. Gifford, P. M.
Waterville November 23, 1838, Horace Bancroft. P. M.; changed to St. Charles.
Deerfield (in Rutland)
December 3, 1838,
Alfred Standish, P. M.; discontinued August 18,

—

19, 1837,

—

1841.

—

Acasto (in Big Rock) February 9, 1839, Orson Brooks, P. M. discontinued November 12,
;

1849.
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—

February 28,
Charles (from Waterville)
Horace Bancroft, P. M.
Lily Lake November 5, 1839, John Scott,
P. M.; changed to Avon.
Udina— December 30, 1839, Asa Merrill, P. M.;
St.

1839,

—

discontinued November

9,

reestablished

1868;

January 29, 1869, and again discontinued.
Blackberry— April 8, 1840, David Wheeler,
M.; changed to Elburn.
Avon (in Campton) April 20. 1840, Milton

—

Berkshire

(in

S.

Lake.

late Lily

Cline, P. M.;

P.

Plato)

— June

13,

John

1840,

Griggs, P. M.; discontinued July 6, 1857.
Batavia February 6, 1841, Isaac Wilson. P.

—

M.

Hampshire

— February

27, 1841,

Enoch

O. Gar-

land, P. M.

Dundee

— September

3,

1841,

George W. Hoit.

Woods

Little

(in St.

Charles)— May

28. 1842,

B. W. Brewster, P. M.; changed July 7, 1853, to
Wayne, DuPage County.
Rees (in Kaneville)— September 27. 1845, Alfred W. Churchill, P. M.; discontinued August

1845,

Mill

Thomas

Campton)

(in

— December

E. Dodge, P. M.; changed to

22,

Gray

P. M.;

—May

1846,

26,

Samuel Worcester,

discontinued October

Burlington— May

28, 1846,

5,

Schneider's

Mill— December

Peter Schneider, P.
ber 7, 1848.

M.;

1846,

28,

John

discontinued Novem-

;

again discontinued.
Jericho (Sugar Grove)
December 8, 1847,
Isaac S. Fitch, P. M.; discontinued November
P. M.;

—

12,

1849;

reestablished, January

S. Fitch, P.

M.; discontinued

8,

May

1S50, Isaac

11, 1886.

—January 1848, Ralph Gray,
P. M.
Pingree Grove — March
1848, Andrew Pingree, P. M.
Banner (in Rutland) — July
1848, John
McKay, P. M.; discontinued.
Kaneville — August
1848, Nicanor N. RavMontgomery

20,

6,

28.

10,

lin,

P.

M.

18,

ber

—

Charles Township)
January
1848, Rice Fay, P. M.; discontinued Septem-

Fayville

(St.

25, 1851.

—

discontinued November 7, 1870.
New Virgil (from Collamer) January 7,
1854, William H. Robinson, P. M.; discontinued

P. M.;

August 2, 1864.
Rutland January 7, 1854, John B. Eakin,
P. M.; changed to Gilbert's.
West Burlington January 27, 1854, Amos A.
Brown, P. M. discontinued November 14. 1854.
North Plato— April 6, 1855, Freeman Temple,
P. M. discontinued May 6, 1867; reestablished
April 26. 1869, John Eastman, P. M.
;

;

— April
1862, Edward W.
January
1865.
Carpentersville — February
1863, Julius A.
East Campton

—

Grouse (Sugar Grove) September 13, 1847,
Marcus White, P. M. discontinued September
27, 1858; reestablished, January 10, 1859, Will-

iam Thompson,

;

—

1848.

John W. Ellithorp,

M.

P.

—

—

Willow.

Canning

;

—

16, 1849.

King's

;

—

M.

P.

—

Swinton (in Campton) July 24, 1849, Henry
Warne, P. M.; discontinued August 1, 1854.
Collamer (in Virgil)—August 16, 1849, Milton Thorne, P. M. changed to New Virgil.
Geneva (from La Fox)—April 9, 1850. Albert
W. Glass, P. M.
Big Rock— May 23, 1850, Robert Summers,
discontinued January 23, 1855; reestabP. M.
lished March 23, 1855, Joshua Rhodes, P. M.
Winthrop (Sugar Grove Township) August
12, 1850, Samuel S. Ingham, P. M.; discontinued May 16, 1865.
Clintonville— September 26, 1851, G. M. Woodbury, P. M. changed to South Elgin.
Campton— October 27, 1851. Elbridge Walker. P. M.; discontinued December 27, 1860; reestablished December 11, 1865, William A. Lindsay, P. M.; changed to Lily Lake.
Hibernian (in Rutland) June 21, 1852, Dennis Ryan, P. M.; discontinued July 6, 1853.
Lodi Station— March 31, 1854, Zachariah
Hathorne, P. M.; changed to Maple Park.
New Plato January 7, 1854, Stephen Archer,

28,

Miller, P. M.; discontinued

21,

4,

Carpenter, P. M.

East Burlington— April
P. M.;

1865,

1,

John Green,

discontinued.

—

Gray Willow (from King's Mill) September
1869, Philo Plummer, P. M.; discontinued

20,

1887.

North
18,

Aurora

1869, Alex H.

Riverside

(Schneider's

Mill)

—January

Stone, P. M.

(late

Thomas Alexander.

—July

27,

changed

to

Fayville)
P.

M.;

1870,

Silver

Glen.
Gilbert's (from Rutland)— August 26, 1870,
John Martin, P. M.
Plato Corners September 30, 1870, George
H. Thompson, P. M. discontined December 5,

—

;

1871.

Silver Glen

(from Riverside)

—November

7,
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1870,

Thomas Alexander,

P.

M.;

and are now, being issued within

discontinued

further demonstrates

July 9, 1873.
July 6, 1876, Lucy
Holstein (in Hampshire)
J. Whiting, P. M.; discontinued July 7, 1884.
South Elgin (from Clintonville) December
22, 1876, Mary 0. Farrell, P. M.
Plato Center— May 18, 1877, Louisa J. Hanson, P. M.
Maple Park (from Lodi Station) February
15, 1880, Norton Snow, P. M.
Padel (in Elgin Township) September 28,
1881, Albert Gilbert, P. M.; changed to Spring

two;

Valley.

shire, one;

—

cities

nine;

Plato,

Gilbert's,

Kaneville,

McQueen,

Plato

Center, Richardson, Sunset, Virgil and Youngsdale.

Each

of the thirty offices transmits reg-

istered mail.
Office for the

The cash

receipts of the Elgin

year ending March

31, 1903,

were

the third largest in the State, as
the receipts of the Chicago and Peoria offices
$113,774.54,

alone exceeded that amount.

THE PRESS.— Not

only do the number of
libraries indicate the
mental activity of the people of Kane County,
but the numerous newspapers that have been,
churches,

schools

and

all

The number now published

in different

and villages are as follows:
Aurora,
Batavia, two; ueneva, two; St. Charles,
Elgin, twenty-six; Dundee, two; Hamp-

—

Elburn, one in all forty-five.
C. Cook Publishing Company alone

The David

issues 1,060,000 weekly copies, and its list of
monthly and quarterly periodicals brings the
number of regular issues to the immense ag-

—

.

borders,

—

of 110.

—

—

its

cannot be assured
of them, but we

have begun their more
or less extended career at Aurora; seven at
Batavia; seven at Geneva; twenty-one at St.
Charles; forty-seven at Elgin; six at Dundee;
two at Hampshire, and two at Elburn a total

—

)

We

find eighteen journals to

—

—
—

we have discovered

that

—

Spring Valley (from Padel) Albert Gilbert,
P. M.; changed to Almora.
Almora (from Spring Valley) December
16, 1885, Albert Gilbert, P. M.
Sunset (in Rutland )—April 30, 18S3, Philip
Hemrick, P. M.
McQueen— March 9, 1885. John A. McQueen,
P. M.
Elburn (from Blackberry) February 26,
1S86, Milton S. Cline, P. M.
June 6, 1887,
Lily Lake (from Campton
Morton J. Springer, P. M.
Wasco September 1, 1887, George Bergland,
P. M.
Richardson— February 11, 1888, E. C. Connor,
P. M.
East Plato— 1889, A. H. Fairchild, P. M.
Youngsdale— 1889, Smith Young, P. M.
The Presidential and money-order offices in
the county, with salaries of incumbents, are:
Aurora, $3,100; Batavia, $2,500; Dundee. $1.600; Elgin, $3,200; Geneva, $1,800; St. Charles,
The next class,
$2,100; and Hampshire, $
also including money-order offices, are:
Big
Rock, Burlington, Carpentersville, Elburn, Lily
Lake, Maple Park, Montgomery, North Aurora,
Pingree Grove, South Elgin, Sugar Grove and
Wasco.
The offices not authorized to issue
money orders are: Almora, Bald Mound, East

it.

gregate of 2,500,00o.
Beside this vast work,
it is constantly sending forth tons, and scores
of tons of leaflets, cards and printed sheets of
various kinds. In intellectual matter, material,

'

arrangement, illustrations and mechanical execution, these are. each and all, of the highest
character, and most perfect type known to the
editor's desk and the printer's art.
Some of
the immense and complicated presses seem almost endowed with human capacities.
The
daily and less frequent issues of other publications in the county approximate 50,000 copies.
Who will attempt to portray the brain work
the life force expended upon publications
that have been in advance of the public needs,
and have thus failed to receive material support; the high hopes and fine aspirations that
have withered and died; the sad disappointments and keen anguish involved? Their projectors were persons of unusual mental endowment and sensibility, and their sufferings at
the failure of their earnest endeavors were
correspondingly keen.
All through the early
years in the history of Kane County, we had
pioneer editors and printers well worthy of
long and grateful remembrance. Midway down
the line of the vanished years stands the pathetic form of Dudley Randall
familiar in every river town a genial, talented, generous

—

—

—

—

man, who saw fair visions and dreamed bright
dreams that were never to be attained or realized. Poor "Dud" Randall! fine type of a class
of brainy men who did much to advance the
intellectual life of the people, and who passed
from sight in poverty and public neglect, amid
the

ruins

of

his

unattained

there were, some of

whom

ideals.

are

still

Others
with us,
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whose financial fortune has been almost as sad
as his; yet neither he nor they have lived and
wrought in vain; for old friends still hold them
in grateful

memory, and

lectual force

made

moral and inteleven if
impress for good

their

large and lasting

—

—

untraced and unrewarded
upon the hearts and minds of the people. The
impartial historian cannot fail to give high

meed

of praise to the intellectual,

moral and

who have

conducted,

public-spirited

and who

still

persons

manage, the public press of the

county.

Charles belongs the honor of issuing
Fox River valley.
In that then frontier hamlet, on the 15th day
while far the larger porof December, 1841
tion of the adjacent lands still belonged to the
Government, and a year before these lands
came into market in Elgin and many of the
other townships the Revs. William Rounseville
and Seth Barnes began the publication of a religious weekly newspaper called the "Better
Covenant." Some years later the office was removed to Chicago, and subsequently its name
was changed to the "New Covenant," and again
to the "Universalist."
In 1897 it was consolidated with another similar periodical, and the
office removed to Boston, Mass., where it is
now published as the "Universalist Leader."

To

the

St.

firet

publication in the

—

—

an interesting historical fact that that
paper of the county has never missed its
weekly appearance, is still a welcome messenger to many homes in the county of its birth,
and stands upon a broader and more permanent
basis than ever before.
It

is

first

were; but

we should

not forget that the

men

and women of today are certainly the peers,
and in some respects the superiors, of those
There have been great
of the yesterdays.
changes in methods and requirements, as the
inevitable result of experience and development, and if people have not changed for the
better with the advanced methods and improving conditions, then Christianity is a sham and
civilization a failure.
In those embryonic days
the courts had comparatively few guiding precedents, and taking the crude statutes of the
Legislature and the fundamental principles of
the common law as the basis of their decisions,
they marked the legal trail of the frontier
State.
Each Judge was, in far larger measure
than now, "a law unto himself" and unto his
court; and at times the early court officers had
ways peculiarly their own. One of the first
constables, who always buckled upon himself
an old sword when attending court or serving
processes, furnished an example of the latter,
while a sturdy Scotch magistrate, who insisted
upon "instructing the jury" in imitation of the
Circuit Judge, afforded an illustration of the
Upon one occasion counsel objected
former.
to the method of the aspiring dispenser of justice so vehemently that at length the latter exclaimed. "Weel, Muster Freedley, sin' ye are sa
strenuous aboot et, a'hle note enstruct the
juree, but this aa weel say: ye've made a verra

bad case o' et."
In another instance two Justices, sitting as a
court, found a prisoner guilty of grand larceny,
and sentenced him to two years' confinement

The constable
the penitentiary at Alton.
him a day's journey on the way
to prison, when learning the magistrates had
no jurisdiction, he turned the prisoner loose.
in

actually took

CHAPTER

XV.

In

still

another instance, the defendant's coun-

the statute of limitations clearly barring the case; and the Justice replied, "well,
Judge, that appears to be the law; but I'll be
d d to h 1 if I don't make that dandy young
fellow pay this poor wash-woman," and he did.
Judges Ford. Caton and Dickey, who held the
first terms of the circuit court of Kane County,
sel cited

LEGAL AND MEDICAL PROFESSIONS.

ANECDOTES OF EARLY COURTS AND COURT OFFICERS
FIRST JUDGES OF KANE COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
NOTABLE MEMBERS OF THE BAR PIONEEH
PHYSICIANS AND THEIR HARDSHIPS PERSONAL
HISTORY AND REMINISCENCES.

—

—

Elderly people are quite liable to think
"there were giants in those days," and so there

—

—

were very able men and sound

jurists;

and they

deservedly rose to high distinction, while T. B.
Blackstone, Onslow Peters. Burton C. Cook,
and others, who practiced before them, were
brilliant lawyers; but as the old custom of the
lawyers to accompany the court through the
circuit

passed away, they were succeeded by
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who were versatile
John F. Farnsand able lawyers.
worth, William B. Plato, Sylvanus Wilcox and
Benjamin F. Fridley were men of strong personality, incorruptible integrity, and profoundly
men

resident in the county

scholars

versed in the law, while many of their early associates possessed great strength in certain
Few men are endowed with
lines of practice.
so brilliant oratorical gifts as Col. E. S. Joslyn
possessed, and very few lawyers had such audacity and instant keenness in the trial of a
case as Augustus M. Herrington.

The other members

of the bar who met these
sharp contests before the courts,
and successfully competed with them for practice in the various communities of the county,
were capable and resourceful lawyers, cultivated gentlemen and leaders in the educational
forces in their respective places of residence.
Each in his own distinct personality they
stand clearly outlined in the horizon of memory, and their names, familiar as household
words, appeal almost irresistibly for mention.
But with the mighty procession of the ages,
they have passed clown the ceaseless current

men

in the

and their number forbids the menJudge R. G. M'ontony,
Hon. Charles Wheaton and Judge R. N. Botsford, who were in active practice within the
time,

of

tion of each individually.

683

and a much more numerous
under changed conditions, equally able
bar has taken their places.
Then books and
precedents were comparatively few and specia
lines of practice almost unknown.
A good
lawyer had to meet all the requirements of the
office, the court and the jury, whether along

of their powers,

and,

chancery, civil or criminal lines of practice.
No printed forms of bills, declarations or indictments, nor of cross bills, answers, pleas,
demurrers or motions of any kind were furnished him by the Clerk of the Court or at the
stationer's

court

He had

counter.

papers

himself.

cross-references

to

His

to prepare all
annotations and

authorities,

examined

in

preparing briefs, were penciled by himself upon
the margin of the pages of the few available
books in his scant library.
Studiously read
and thoroughly grounded in the principles of
law, the pioneer lawyer was forced by the environment to depend very largely upon his own
personal effort and strength to impress his
individual deductions and views upon both
Judge and jury. Hence, there was wider scope
for the personal effort of the ambitious practitioner, probably, than now.
They were erecting the frame-work of the spacious Temple of
Justice, in whose separate apartments the practitioner of today, with more numerous helps,

later years of that generation of lawyers, alone

finer polish' and, perhaps, equal or greater skill,

remain actively engaged in their profession;

performs his special function. The bench of
Kane County has always respected and admired
its able Bar; and the pride of the Bar has ever
been a wise and discreet and impartial judiciary.
Both Bench and Bar are worthy of the
best estate of their predecessors and rank well
with those of any other county of the State.

and, with well deserved honor, they are regard-

ed as the Nestors of the present able bar.

B.

Fridley and Judge William D. Barry were
the most unique characters of the first Kane
County lawyers, and while "each possessed a
peculiar and undeflnable dignity, they persisted
consciously or unconsciously in the speech
F.

—

—

and

manners

stories

are

of

told

the
of

frontier.

their

quaint

Innumerable
utterances.

was Fridley who said that "he didn't know
of any statute law agin a man makin' a blank
fool of himself."
And, again, when overruled
in his contention before the court upon some
It

question of law, and reminded by the presiding
Judge of his right to appeal to the Court of
Errors, he remarked, sotto voce, yet in an aud-

was not a 'court of erit-would be mighty difficult to find one."
The peculiar tone and manner that gave unique
pungency to many similar utterances cannot
be imitated.
Great changes have occurred in the thirty or
more years since these men were in the prime
ible tone, that "if this
rors,'

683—5

MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS.—The pioneer
doctors led especially strenuous lives. Their pawere very widely separated, and pinchingBut generally the doctors were robust
young men, full of courage and resources, and
tients

ly poor.

they did not greatly mind the storms, sloughs,
fords and long night-rides.
Except the very
few old settlers left, and the veterans of the
great War, there are not many persons now in
Kane County who can at all realize the utter
darkness of a stormy night in an unsettled
country. Probably not one person in a hundred
ever experienced the sensation of being in absolute solitude except for the presence of his
faithful horse, in the complete blackness of a
stormy night, where not one ray of light pierced
the gloom, amid the loneliness and silence of
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uninhabited

an

How many

locality.

of

our

young physicians of today would be
willing, on such a night and in such environments or even if there were kindly stars in
the sky to mount his horse and set forth to
excellent

—
—

find his patient twelve or fifteen miles in the
country, where streams were unbridged and socalled roads but a few wagon-tracks, branching

here and there to some
with but one little window

settler's lonely

cabin

his

pathway?

and of each of

it

wolves that
Dr. Joseph
Tefft used to laugh heartily over one exexperience of this sort, when a little nervous
over the number and close familiarity of a band
of wolves that had followed him out, he picked
up a convenient club at the corner of the cabin
as he came away, and which having thrown
down beside his stable-door as he alighted after
reaching home, he found next day was the
good woman's roughly fashioned rolling-pin.
stealthily

trailed

But the patients of tnat day, as well as docwere usually persons in the prime of life,
and the prevalent ailment was different forms
mighty vexatious but seldom
of malarial fever
dangerous or fatal and the remedies to be
administered from the doctor's ever-present
saddle-bags were few and simple, even if powerful.
One early settler being asked by a newcomer how he liked the country, replied that
he "liked the few people first rate, and the big
country was mighty fine; but after shaking
down two or three shanties with the ague, he
could not say he loved the climate."
It is very doubtful if there was a drug-store
tors,

—

upon to act as both lawyer and minister. There
were few facilities for caring for the sick and

sneaking

all

group

and the doctor waded through

of

—perhaps on the side
as dark and obscure
away from the traveler,
—his only comas the grove that shadowed
a

lamps;

very little diversity of food for their nourishment. He grappled courageously with the high
duties of his profession amid discouraging surroundings that would appal the practitioner of
today. He treated all the ailments of the body

off

panions

street

the black mud at night, carrying a tin-lantern that emitted thin streaks of the feeble
light of a tallow home-made candle through little slit-like crevices punched in the tin for that
purpose. The doctor was also sometimes called

—

Dr. Daniel

Eastman

—not

usually

by

careful

weights and exact measurements, as now, but
largely by guess as to quantities used. The frequent perhaps common measurement of a
dose was "as much as would lay upon the blade
of a pocket knife."
Some knives were larger
than others.
The remedies used consisted
largely of calomel, "blue mass" and other mercurial preparations; opium in its various forms
and combinations; quinine and Peruvian bark;
rhubarb, ipecac, jalap, tartar-emetic and Dover's
powders.

—

—

In the villages there were no side-walks or

was

also a preacher,

—

and Nathan Collins located

ever, that Dr. Tefft

pills

—who

a lawyer and a Judge, and eminent in each
office
settled in Aurora, and Dr. Joseph Tefft

cian was compelled to procure a supply of medicinal drugs in their primary form, and from
these to compound his own prescriptions and

own

There were no

both surgeon and

and, without anaesthetics, he performed surgical operations with instruments
most crude and rudimentary. The financial recompense for his services was very small, long
delayed, and paid largely in products of the
farm or shop, or in an order on the store. But
he was entertained with the best his patients
could command, was welcomed at every home,
and blessed with a veneration and love that
deepened with the passing years, and that is
ever priceless. He lived as well, and accumulated as rapidly, as any of his neighbors; and
his labors had rich compensation of respect and
good will.
Allopathy was substantially the only "pathy"
known in the pioneer days. In 1835 there was
no Kane County, but in that year Dr. N. H.
Palmer came into what is now Sugar Grove.

It is

his

He was

physician;

in the county as early as 1840; so each physi-

roll

members.

its

specialists as yet.

in

Elgin Township.

quite impossible to state with definiteness
which came first, but probably it was Dr. Palmer.

It

has been quite generally agreed, how-

made

the

first

professional

and prescribed for a young lady who became the loved and honored wife of Nathaniel
Ladd, a highly respected citizen whose fine
farm lay in the four townships of St. Charles,
Campton, Plato and Elgin, where the family
long resided and which remained the home of
the father and mother during their lives. Dr.
Collins removed to St. Charles in 1836, and was
call,

probably the

first

physician in that place,

al-

though Dr. Thomas P. Whipple purchased a
claim in that township and began practice there

same year.
One of the best and most noted physicians

the
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was Dr, Henry M. Crawford, who
graduated from the Royal Bslfast College in
1848, came immediately to America, and in the
same year began his life-work at St. Charles.
During the terrible scourge of Asiatic cholera,
which prevailed in 1848 and 1854, his tender
and daring devotion to the afflicted awakened
the warmest gratitude and admiration, and
of the county

his professional skill equalled his devotion

and

energy. He at once acquired a wide popularity
and practice that grew with the passing years.
In 1861 he

became Surgeon

of the Fifty-eighth

Volunteer Infantry, and was rapidly
promoted to Brigade, Division, and Army Corps
Surgeon, and to Chief of Hospitals. He died at
his home in St. Charles on June 26, 1900, and
his remains rest in the beautiful "Bluff City
Cemetery" at Elgin. An artistic and durable
marble monument, surmounted by a beautiful
figure, representing most fittingly the Angel of
Mercy, marks the grave of this knightly man.
In 1843 Dr. G. W. Richards opened a medical
school at St. Charles, chartered as the Franklin
Medical College. The only riot attended with
fatal results that ever occurred in the county,
was precipitated by the action of students of
this school, taking place on the 19th day of
April, 1S49.
John Rood, one of the medical
students, and George W. Richards, a son of Dr.
Richards, exhumed from her grave at Sycamore, for dissecting purposes, the body of Mrs.
George M. Ken yon, a well-known young woman
very recently married, and the daughter of David Churchill. The grave desecrators observed
but little secrecy, and the outrage was quickly
discovered. Plain traces indicated the purpose
of the desecration and a party of one hundred
or more indignant citizens started from Sycamore to recover the body and avenge the crime.
Many St. Charles people were in full sympathy
with them, and doubtless joined them; as it
Illinois

said that fully two hundred excited men
approached the Doctor's house and demanded
the body which had been hurriedly taken from
his barn and secreted in the woods half-way to
Geneva.
The Doctor boldy confronted them
and, denying all knowledge of the transaction,
resisted their attempts to search the premises.
In the struggle that ensued shots were exchanged, and Rood, probably the most guilty
person, was mortally wounded. The Doctor also received a wound which paralyzed one arm,
and doubtless hastened his death. The mob
withdrew, and the body was soon after restored

was
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untouched by the knife.
The
was abandoned, and the Doctor removed
to Dubuque, Iowa, where he died just four
The people of the whole county
years later.
to

friends

its

college

were intensely excited, not alone by the ghoulish nature of the affair, but also by the bold
and brutal insolence of its perpetrators. While
the belief was general that the Doctor had no
previous knowledge of the intended crime,
nearly all justified the measure of prompt retribution.
It

is

said that Dr. Charles Volney

came a resident

of

Geneva

"and suggested the present

Dyer

be-

in the early 'thirties

name

of that city;

but he soon removed to Chicago, where he be-

came very prominent

in political, business and
benevolent enterprises. He was the Free-Soil
candidate for Governor in 1848. Many old citizens remember him as a man of fine humor
and full of waggish jest. At a meeting of the
projectors of one of Chicago's north shore suburbs, in which he was interested, various names
for the place were proposed, embodying the
name of an interested party; and the Doctor
gravely remarked that he, too, cherished a
laudable desire to send his name "thundering

down through

the corridors

of

time,"

which

possibly might be accomplished by calling the

town Dyerthea.
The first permanently resident physician of
Geneva, however, was Dr. Henry A. Miller, a
brother-in-law of Judge Isaac G. Wilson.
In
1839 Dr. D. K. Town began medical practice at
Batavia, and he at once became one of the most
useful and influential men of the town and
county.
He was one of the founders of the
Batavia Institute, which has greatly contributed to the prominence and character of the
Dr. John R. Goodnow was
city and vicinity.
the first physician to locate at Dundee, coming
in 1837.
It is stated that one Dr. Smith opened
the

first

medical

Hampshire's
Fowler,

office

at

Blackberry in 1856.

physician was Dr.

first

who came

in 1850.

Thomas

lop located at Kaneville as early as 1848,

Virgil

Township

it

is

E.

Dr. Stephen R. Hys-

and

in

believed that Dr. Strong

began practice in 1856. Dr. J. T. H. Brady and
Dr. S. O. Long, were medical practitioners in
Big Rock Township for many years, commencing about 1840. Dr. Latimer S. Tyler was the
pioneer physician of Plato, where he began
Dr. I. W. Garvin was the
practice in 1836.
first physician to locate in Burlington, and Dr.
John King in Campton, where he built the
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Dr. Tyler, at
"King's Mill" (a saw-mill).
Udina, and Dr. Daniel Pingree, at Pingree's
Grove, were so near Rutland that they, with
the physicians of Elgin and Hampshire, attended the calls from that township, although it is
said that one Dr. McKay settled and practiced
He was probably the
there at an early clay.

postmaster at Banner in 1848.

These men and their professional co-workers
and successors have ever been active leaders
in the developing enterprises of their respective
localities,

structing

and their guiding minds and conis recorded upon
all the

influence

pages of the progressive history of each township and city, as well as upon the records of
the county. Dr. Anson L. Clark was, for many
years, a member and Secretary of the State
Board of Health. He is now and, for more than
a score of years, has been the useful and honored President of Bennett Medical College.

lines.

So complete cessation from the ordinary

labors and business of

XVI.

MILITARY HISTORY.

KANE COUNTY

IN VARIOUS WARS
AFTER THE FIRING ON
FORT SUMTER LIST OF MILITARY ORGANIZATIONS AND COMMISSIONED OFFICERS NUMBER
OF VOLUNTEERS PART OF THE COUNTY IN THE

PATRIOTIC

RESPONSE

—
—

SPANISH-AMERICAN
MENTS.

A

fine

WAR

SOLDIERS'

MONU-

military and loyal spirit has been mani-

fested by the people of

Kane County upon

proper occasions.
Many of' its
were ?ons of Revolutionary sire?,

first

all

settlers

who vividly
recalled the stories told by their parents of the
toils and perils of that Ions heroic struggle;
and, under such inspiring impulses, the great
anniversary of the Declaration of Independence has, from the very first settlement of the
county, been ushered in as prophesied, "by the
ringing of bells, the firing of guns and the glad
shouts of a grateful people." Since the establishment of "Memorial Day," its tender and
patriotic ceremonies have everywhere been observed along the broadest and most impressive

—

attendance of veterans and children, and such
.vast concourses of intelligent, appreciative people to join in all its sacred and beautiful services as characterize the annual celebration of
this day, attest and demonstrate the patriotic
devotion of the people of Kane County.
On the Sunday preceding Memorial Day, very
many clergymen select for their discourses
themes bearing upon the higher civic duties of
life, and inciting love of liberty and devotion
to country.

for the

In

many

schools prizes are offered

best essays treating of the lives

and

characters of great Americans; and these are
read, and the prizes publicly awarded, as an
interesting part of an afternoon program of

The school children

proudly take a prominent part in honoring the
surviving veterans, and in decorating the graves
Flag Day is most fitof the sleeping heroes.
tingly observed by the schools generally.
So
the men and women of tomorrow are being
taught the cost and value of liberty and native
land, the horrors of war and the blessings of
peace, and the high duty of living and. if need
be, of dying
for humanity and our country.
There were men, too. among the early setThe
tlers, who had served in the War of 1812.
pioneers watched with keen interest the heroic

—

TTIE RECORD OF

—

—

patriotic school exercises.

CHAPTER

—

life
so general abstinence from games and amusements such ample and generous provisions for speakers, music,
stands, seats and decoration such wealth of
wreaths and garlands of flowers so general

—

struggle of the Texans in their effort to be free
from the tyrannical despotism of Mexico. All

were thrilled with intense indignation at the
barbarous butchery of Travis, Crockett, Bowie
and all their comrades at San Antonio, and the
And when, a
shocking massacre at Goliad.
few years later, our own disturbed relations
with Mexico deepened to war, they did indeed
"remember the Alamo," and with alacrity responded to the call of Governor French for volunteers, although the war was by no mean;
wholly justified in the minds of the people.
The ten-year-old frontier county of Kane organized a company of over ninety-five men, officered by Edward E. Harvey as Captain, and
Lewis A. Norton, Hugh Fullerton and William
It rendezvoused at
G. Conklin as Lieutenants.
St. Charles, and was mustered into the United
States service at Alton, August 3, 1847. as Company I, Sixth Regiment Illinois Volunteer In-
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Its principal service was in guard duty
Tampico on the coast where the unaccustomed "climate, filthy, unsanitary conditions,
and the inexperience of new recruits, wrought
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week as they consented to
home cities. The formal

t'antry.

the intervening

at

list,

their usual fatal

rollment recorded by the Adjutant-General was
undoubtedly written out, at Springfield, with
no regard for exact date or place of individual

ease
of

the

Illinois

results in

the death by dis-

Harvey and thirty-four
men.
Moses'
History of
that,
upon the death of

Captain

of

enlisted
states

Captain
Harvey,
March,
Sewell
in
1848,
W. Smith, whose name appears upon the company rolls as a private, was promoted to the
captaincy. The regiment was mustered out at
Alton in July. 184-8. Lieutenant Conklin was
again mustered into the military service of the
United States, as Battalion Major of the famous
Eighth Illinois Cavalry, on September 18. 1861.
No words can adequately portray the varied
and startled emotions of the people when the
lurid war-cloud of the great Rebellion rolled
darkly up the southern sky, and burst forth in
the thunders and lightnings of war above and
around Fort Sumter. During the long debate
over the question of African slavery, which

Compromise Measure
had been great diversity of political sentiment in Kane County, and many who
loved the Union more than they hated the
Southern system of African slavery, had done
their utmost to allay the dangerous contention.
But when treason culminated in open rebellion
and assailed the sovereignty of the Nation, all
differences were upon the instant fused in the
hot fire of indignant loyalty.
There was no
was- first focussed in the
of 1820, there

hesitation.

With one voice, all declared "the
it must and shall be preserved."

Federal Union

—

On Monday, April

and

at their

Very few of the original enrollment papers have been preserved, and herein
lies
first

the utter impossibility of determining who
enlisted either in the county or in the

State.
To show the method usually adopted
although these agreements were of as many
varying forms as the number of persons who
individually prepared them one which has
been preserved is here given:

—

enroll our names as members of
company at Elgin, Kane County, Illinois.
Whenever the number necessary for a
full company shall have been enrolled, officers

"We hereby

a military

and a name and by-laws adoptby a majority vote of the members; and by
a like vote the company shall immediately determine what regiment or branch of the service they will enter, and forthwith tender themselves to the proper authorities for the war.
And, for the prompt performance of the duties
of any station assigned us in said company, we
solemnly pledge to each other our sacred word
shall be elected
ed,

of honor."

This paper was in circulation more than a

month before

the

for a full

uisite

number of young men
company had signed it.

organization

three

ically killed

at

the war.

members began

as enrolled

—the

officers at Springfield

and the enlisted men at Elgin— on April 22d
(Monday.)
The facts were, that the officers
and enlisted men of both companies were actually, but informally, enrolled on each day of

No

was given each signature, and precedence
was only shown by the order of the signatures.
Captain Joslyn's company had been under

companies on their way to Springfield within
one brief week. Sixty companies were called
from the one hundred and two counties of the
State, and this new county
the ninth in population instantly furnished two of the sixty.
The State Adjutant General's official report
shows Captain Nicholas GreusePs Aurora company as enrolled at Springfield on April 18th
(Thursday), and Captain Edward S. Joslyn's

company

req-

date

militia

—

en-

enlistment.

15, 1861, Illinois' beloved
President telegraphed Illinois' great War Governor, a call for six regiments of volunteer infantry for immediate three-months' military
service.
Kane County's response was two full

—

en-

or

four

years

as

"Washington Continental Artillery." and
had been drilled two seasons by that enthusiastic Colonel, Elmer E. Ellsworth, who was tragthe

ately

Its

Alexandria, Virginia, early in

upon knowledge

enlisting immedi-

of the President's call.

Sergeant (afterward Captain) George F. Wheelwent before the Elgin City Clerk and took
oath of enlistment on the morning of April
16th, and has always strenuously insisted that
he was the first man to enlist in the State of
Illinois.
Who can deny his patriotic claim?
The "hot" boys were hastily enlisting. The
cooler ones were at once making preparation
The officers were writto do so a little later.
ing and telegraphing for instructions and supplies, and all were in a turmoil of the wildest
Little thought was given to the
excitement.
er
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preservation

of

exact

statistical

data.

The

"Continentals" had been attired in the showy
uniform of Revolutionary times, which now
must be changed to the inconspicuous gray of
the United States army. We should not forget
that the Confederates "appropriated" the color

army uniform,

as well as its arms, and
West Point officers, but none of its
enlisted men.
We were thus compelled to
change our uniform to "the blue." As rapidly
as its members or new recruits enlisted for the
war they were measured by the local tailors.
William G. Hubbard, George W. Renwick and
John S. Wilcox borrowed money upon their
note at 0. Davidson's "Home Bank," and Joseph
Hemmens hurried with it to Chicago and purof our

many

of its

chased the required gray cloth.
Immediately
upon its arrival every tailor began cutting
from the measurements that had been taken,
and every seamstress began sewing upon the
new uniforms. Many an anxious mother, wife,
sister and loving friend wrought far into the
night, with prayers and tears amid the stitches.
At the morning services on Sunday, April 21st.
the pastors announced the abandonment of the
usual afternoon meetings, and asked the women
to repair at once to places where the unfinished
garments had been collected, and assist in completing them.
On Monday, the 22d, the company of noble young men, fully clad in their
new gray uniforms, were on their way to
Springfield.
It will be well for the young men
of future years to make careful note of the significant fact, that very nearly every member of
that old militia company was honored with a
commissioned officer's rank before the close of
the great war upon which they were now entering. On Thursday, the 25th, both companies
were mustered into the first regiment organized
under the call the Seventh Illinois Infantry
Volunteers the old "Continentals" as Company "A," and the Aurora boys as Company
"C."
And so Kane County's two companies
appear "on the right of the line" Company
"A" on the extreme right of Illinois' magnificent parade of 149 regiments of infantry, sevteen regiments of cavalry, and two regiments

—

—

—

of Field Artillery, besides the

many unattached

organizations, and the great

number

otic

men and women

of patri-

of the State in voluntary

and other service, incident
most stupendous war
of ancient or modern times.
Of this splendid
array Kane County organized within her borhospital,

sanitary,

to the prosecution of this

ders,

separate and not permanent govern-

in

ment camps, three regiments

of infantry,

two

regiments of cavalry, three unattached companies of cavalry, and one battery of light artillery.
If another county in the proud State of
Lincoln, Grant, Logan, Yates and Oglesby can
equal this distinguished

record,

tient search has failed to disclose

in

fair

and pa-

it.

The commissioned officers from Kane County
Captain Nichthese two companies were:
promoted to Major; Captains EdJoslyn and Samuel E. Lawyer; LieuReuben H. Adams, James Davidson,

olas Greusel,

ward

S.

tenants

Samuel

E.

Lawyer, Silas Miller and Rufus Pat-

Before their short term of service expired, the members of these two companies
were being placed in proper positions in more
permanent organizations. The Seventh Regitison.

ment retained

its

autonomy

in the three years'

Nicholas Greusel promoted to
Lieutenant-Colonel; William Brown, Jr., to
Quartermaster; Samuel G. Ward, George F.
Wheeler, Thomas McGuire and Samuel E. Lawyer as Captains; and Jonathan Kimball, Mason
M. Marsh, Charles T. Elliott and John H. Hubbard as Lieutenants.
service

with

FOX RIVER REGIMENT— THIRTY-SIXTH
ILLINOIS— On August

14th Governor Yates, by
General Order No. 139, promoted Nicholas Greusel, then Lieutenant-Colonel of the Seventh Infantry, to the Colonelcy of the "Fox River Regiment" and, only four days later, the first com-

pany of this new command marched into
"Camp Hammond" on the line of the Chicago,
Burlington & Quincy Railroad, between Aurora
and Montgomery — so named in honor of Colonel
Hammond, the patriotic Superintendent of the
road.
On the 22d of the same month. Captain

John Webb, United States mustering officer,
examined the rolls of eight companies, and verified them by parading the entire body of men
in double line and calling the roll by companies.
As each man answered to the call of his name,
he advanced three paces into a new line; and,
when all had responded and the new line had
been completed, with bared heads and uplifted
they united in this impressive
do solemnly swear that I will bear
true allegiance to the United States of America;
that I will serve them honestly and faithfully
against all enemies and opposers whatever;
that I will obey the orders of the President of
the United States and all officers appointed over
me, according to the rules of the army of the
right

cath:

hands,
"I
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United States, so help

momentous

me

And so,
men

God."

in one

instant, these patriotic

volun-

tarily laid off their free citizenship

and became

the sworn subjects of the most arbitrary despo-

Sublime self-abnegation, heroic sacrifice
you and for me, for the Nation and for pos-

tism.
for

terity!

i

On

the 12th day of September Col. Albert G.
Brackett, of the regular army, paraded the
complete regiment, and had each company

marched slowly

in sigle

inspecting surgeons,

before a board of

file

when those

more careful scrutiny and,

When

rejected.

whom

in

the

was detected were subjected

slightest defect

recruits received

found

if

to

deficient,

the inspection was finished, the

and the correctness of the

rolls

he administered again the
same oath, and in the same manner, to the
whole regiment of ten companies, as well as to
the line and field officers. Now it was a part
of the United States army designated as the
Thirty-sixth Regiment of Illinois Volunteer
carefully

verified,

On September

under marching
broke camp, and,
boarding cars of the Chicago, Burlington &
Quincy Railroad, bade farewell to Kane County.
Infantry.

orders for

St.

24th,

Louis, Mo.,

it

EIGHTH CAVALRY.— On August 12th the
Hon. John F. Farnsworth received from the
Secretary of War authority to recruit and equip
a regiment of twelve companies of cavalry, and
very soon thereafter recruits began to arrive
at the camp which he had established in the
southeast quarter of the village of St. Charles.
The largest formal muster of this regiment into
the United States service occurred on the 18th
day of September, 1861; but enlisting and fre-

quent musters continued until its departure under military orders for Washington on or about
October 13th. It took to the field about 1,150
stalwart and well mounted young men, as the
Eighth Illinois Cavalry.

LINCOLN

REGIMENT

ILLINOIS INFANTRY.— In

—

FIFTY-SECOND

the

same month

of

August, 1861, Judge Isaac G. Wilson obtained
from the Secretary of War permission to organize a third Kane County regiment.
This
he christened the "Lincoln Regiment." Establishing its camp on the Fair Grounds at Geneva, on the south side of State Street just at
the present city limits named "Camp Lyon,"
in honor of Gen. Nathaniel Lyon, who had just
fallen in action at Wilson's Creek, Mo.
he be-

—

—

gan the work of organization.
tificate

is

preserved,

stating

His
that

official

cer-

Companies
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from Dundee, and "K," from Elgin and
were accepted for service by him on the
It is known that the
6th day of September.
company from Kaneville marched into camp the
day before. In recognition of its first arrival
in camp, it was given the position of honor on
the right of the Regiment as Company "A,"
and, for like reason, the companies above named
being the next to arrive, became the "color
companies," "I" and "K."
Colonel Brackett officially certifies that, on the
25th day of October, 1861, he mustered into
the service four companies of the regiment
with John S. Wilcox as its Lieutenant-Colonel.
At two different dates in November Lieutenant
John Christopher of the regular army completed the mustering of this regiment, and on November 28th, with 945 as fine young men in its
ranks as ever marched beneath any banner,
"I,"

Plato,

Volunteer Infantry
under marching orders, boarding cars of the Chicago & Northwestern Railway for Benton Barracks, St.
the

Fifty-second

left

"Camp Lyon"

Louis, by

way

Illinois

forever,

of Chicago.

would be extremely interesting to trace,
even briefly, some of the deeply touching incidents of these camps to recall something of
the strangely mingled emotions of lofty enthusiasm and deep anguish; the extravagant hilargrief, the
ity (often forced) and the silent
laughter and the tears; the greetings and the
partings, as the fondest ties were severed, the
dearest hopes deferred perhaps forever and
the dreaded separations, toils and perils of
dreadful war which were then assumed. Since
history began, such have been war's prelude
and concomitant, touching the loftiest heights
and lowest depths of human emotions.
It

—

—

—

SERVICE.

— The

Thirty-sixth

received

its

baptism of battle at Pea Ridge, Mo.,
on the 6th and 8th of March, 1862, in which
first

real

action

it

suffered a loss of six killed

was

two wounded.

Its service

Southwest.

took to the

It

in the

field,

and thirtySouth and

originally, 965

men, received 221 recruits, and lost in killed,
wounded and by the hardships incident to the
service about 700 men.
It passed, by rail and
boat and marches, over fully 10,000 miles.
It
served under ten different commanders and participated in ten battles, beside innumerable
minor engagements and skirmishes.
The Eighth Cavalry served in the army of
the Potomac, and its record was brilliant in the
extreme.

Its original

strength was about 1,150
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daring riders, and its mount and equipment
were the best. It received over 400 recruits to
Its achievements are an honorable
its ranks.
part of the history of the "Army of the Potomac." Its Colonel was promoted to the rank
of Brigadier-General, and served with distinguished ability in the Congress of the Nation.
It

was claimed that John F. Farnsworth was
member of the House that the auda-

the only
cious

Ben.

F.

Butler avoided

challenging to

One of its captains, Elon J. Farnsworth, was also promoted to the rank of Brigadier-General, and was killed at Gettysburg.
The most disastrous campaign of the Fiftysecond was in the winter of 1861-62 along the
western end of the Hannibal & St. Jo Railroad,
in Northwest Missouri.
It was at Donelson
and, from that victorious struggle, brought
about 5,000 prisoners to Camp Douglas and 2,debate.

From

the

new regiment, and Captain Dodson's was
Company H. January 25, 1865, the

lettered

Tenth and Fifteenth Cavalry Regiments were
consolidated and reorganized as the Tenth Regiment and Captain Willis was promoted to the
rank of Major. A number of changes and promotions also occurred among the' line officers
from Kane County.
SEVENTEENTH CAVALRY.— On September
13, 1863 the War Department authorized Gen.
John F. Farnsworth to organize still another
regiment of cavalry in Kane County, and on
his recommendation, the colonelcy of the new
organization was tendered by Governor Yates
to Major John L. Beveridge of the old Eighth
Cavalry.
its

camp

Colonel Beveridge at once established
of rendezvous at St. Charles, upon

the grounds formerly occupied by the Eighth,
and pushed enlistments with such vigor that

hastened to
experienced

eight companies were mustered into service on

the terrible shock of battle. It participated in
about twenty engagements and very many skirmishes, and, in garrison, march, bivouac and
battle, displayed an orderly bearing and valor,
that gave it public recognition by army commanders as one of the best regiments in the
field.
It marched with Sherman to the sea, and
through the Carolinas and Virginia to Washington, where, with "Sherman's Bummers," it participated in the last Grand Review.
Two companies of cavalry were recruited
with the Thirty-sixth Infantry, one with the
Fifty-second and one (called the Kane County
Cavalry), was organized by Capt. Christian B.
Dodson, of Geneva.
The company organized
with the Fifty-second was mustered October 25,
1861, as Company H, of the Twelfth Illinois
Cavalry.
The other companies served as escort of various Generals and on detached duty
but with no regimental organization, until by
order of Governor Yates, in compliance with
authority from General Halleck under General
Order No. 250, issued at Springfield on December 25, 1862, these three companies, with other
detached organizations, were united to form the
Fifteenth Regiment Illinois Cavalry.
Captain

the regiment on February 12th. Six hundred
and fifty horses were procured, and on May 3d

C00 to Springfield.
Shiloh's bloody

field,

there

where

it

it first

Gilbert of the Fifty-second was promoted to a
Lieutenant-Colonelcy in this new command, his

company becoming Company G; Captain Sherrar, of Company B in the Fifty-sixth, received
the rank of Major, his company being designated Company K in the Fifteenth. Company
A of the same regiment became Company I in

January

the

22,

1S64,

—

and four more

regiment moved by

rail,

— completing

under orders to

report to Maj. Gen. Rosecrans at St. Louis, Mo.
Its arduIt took about 1,100 men to the field.
service was principally rendered in the
Department of the Missouri under command of
Generals Rosecrans, Grenville M. Dodge and
John Pope. It was the last cavalry regiment
organized in the State, and was not mustered
out until February 6, 1866.

ous

Early in the spring of 1864. the patriotic
Governors of Illinois, Indiana, Iowa and Ohio
tendered the President 85,000 men to serve 100
days, with a view to relieving from guard duty
the veterans needed at the front.
Of these,
Illinois furnished thirteen regiments of infantry and two battalions of cavalry. One of these
infantry regiments rendezvoused at Elgin and,
at the request of Governor Yates and AdjutantGeneral Fuller, John S. Wilcox commanded the
camp of organization until muster. Mrs. Lucy
S. Lovel tendered the use of beautiful grounds
where the great Cook Publishing House now
stands, and the camp was there located and
named "Camp Kane." This regiment was mustered into service June 16, 1864, with 842 men,
and was mustered out October 10, 1864.
So
opportune and vital was the service of these
commands of 100-day men that, in special orders, the President extended to them the thanks
of the Government ana Nation for their patriotic and effective discharge of duty.
Thus it
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will be observed that Kane stands well at the
beginning and at the close of the great conflict
and with two companies in the first regiment
of infantry organized for the war, while in her
central city was organized the State's last regi-

—

ment
In

of cavalry.

commands organized within
we find Kane County men holding

the various

the State,

commissioned rank as follows
successive

promotions,

but

—

not mentioning
only the highest

rank attained:
In the Thirteenth

tenant-Colonel,

Regiment Infantry.

Benamin

—Lieu-

Parks; Captains,
George H. Gardner, Ethan A. Pritchard and
Edwin Went: Lieutenant, Jesse D. Pierce.
Twenty-third Infantry. Lieutenant, Anthony
McBriarty.
Thirty-sixth
Infantry.
Colonels,
Nicholas
F.

—
—

Greusel,
bell;

Silas

Miller and

Lieutenant-Colonels,

Benjamin

Edward

F.
S.

CampJoslyn,

Jencks and Porter C. Olson; Majors,
Alonzo H. Barry. George D. Sherman and
George G. Buddolph; Surgeons, Delos W.
Young, Jethro A. Hatch, Sidney B. Hawley;
Adjutant, George A. Willis; Quarter-Master,
Isaac N. Buck; Captains, Melvin B. Baldwin,
Leverett M. Kelley, William Dugan and Aaron
C. Holden; Lieutenants, Edward S. Chappel, Leroy Salisbury, Joseph M. Walker, George P.
Douglas, Owen Hughes, William S. Smith, Samuel Hitchcock, Lewis C. Belden and Aaron C.
Holden.
Forty-second Infantry. Colonel, Edgar D.
Swain; Major, Henry K. Wolcott; Captains, Ogden Lovell, John S. Hedges and Joseph HudAlbert

—

Lieutenants, Wesley P. Andrews, Charles
E. Smiley, Joseph Voller and Charles A. Livson;

ingston.

Forty-sixth

H. Howell.
Fifty-second

Wilson

—Lieutenant, William
Infantry. — Colonels,
Isaac
G.

Infantry.

and John S. Wilcox; LieutenantJerome D. Davis; Surgeons, Leland
H. Angel, Edgar Winchester; Chaplain, Benjamin Thomas; Adjutants, Ethan J. Allen, Edward S. Wilcox and Charles H. Hill; Quartermasters, Charles B. Wells and Fulton Gifford;
Captains, Smith G Ward, George E. Young,
Charles Barnett, Jacob Grimes, D. Carlos Newton, Francis H. Bowman, William H. Wilcox.
Jay Hamilton, Alvah P. Moffatt, Luther C. Lee,
Maurice J. McGrath, Henry C. Williamson, Joseph T. Brown, Thomas H. Thompson, Amos
W. Welburn, Alphonso Barto and Henry NewColonel,

ton

Patchin;
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Lieutenants,

O.

Charles

R. White,
Kinnear, Harvey
Perry, Lewis H. Evarts, Joseph J. Kessler,

Thomas W. Mack, George

L.

Lawrence W. Wolcott, George Rice, Arthur P.
Vaughn, James Davidson, William Shattuck,
Cornelius Snyder, Charles T. Orr, Alfred Billings, Elijah Perrigo, John W. Acker, G. Lucius
Beckley, LeRoy Powers, Henry S. Doty, John

M. Vote and Charles
Fifty-fifth

Isbell.

Infantry.

—Captain,
—

Charles Taze-

William R. Halligan.
Fifty-eighth Infantry. Colonel, William F.
Lynch; Lieutenant-Colonels, Jonathan Kimball
and John Murphy; Major, Thomas Newlan;
Quartermaster, Nicholas T. Roche; Surgeons,
Henry M. Crawford, Emery A. Merrifield and
George F. Heideman; Captains, David J. Lynch,
Gustav C. Kothe and Philip R. Heelan; Lieutenant, Robert H. Winslow.
well; Lieutenant,

—

Seventy-second Infantry. Lieutenant, BenjaF. Leonard.
Eighty-ninth Infantry. Major, Bruce B. Kidder; Surgeon, Samuel F. Hance; Captain, John
W. Warren; Lieutenants, John B. Watkins, Robert Miller, Jacob N. Hopper, George M. White
and Oscar C. Pease.
One Hundred Fifth Infantry. Captain, John
M. Smith; Lieutenant, James S. Hasburgh.
Infantry.
One Hundred Twenty-fourth
Lieutenant-Colonel, Adin Mann; Major, Rufus
Pattison; Surgeon, Leland H. Angel; Captains,

min

—

—

Edwin. F. Stafford, William B. Sigley, Reese L.
Merriman and John W. Kendall Lieutenants,
Fernando C. Van Vlack, James H. Blackman,
;

William H. Anderson, Justin D. Andrews, Theodore Potter, Greenville A. Spear, Freeman L.
Campbell, Christopher H. Kellar, Henry J.
Brockway, Osborn Wilson, Joy J. Tarble and
George M. Cronk.
One Hundred Twenty-seventh Infantry. Major, Frank C. Gillitt; Surgeon, Anson L. Clark;
Adjutant, Addison A. Keyes; Quartermaster,

—

Samuel W. Durand; Captains, John S. Riddle,
William Warner, James F. Richmond, Charles
Schryver, Frederick A. Raymond, Nelson H.
Merrill, John H. Lowe and Alexander C. Little;
Lieutenants Thomas Clark, Lucian B. Patchin,
Frederick Knight, Ira F. Hall, Jeremiah Evarts,
Alfred Darnell, Horace Perry, Benjamin C. Wilkins, Edgar Percival, Amasa Stuart and James
S.

Soper.

One Hundred and Thirty-second Infantry.
Captain, Charles
Hinckley.

Barker;

Lieutenant, H.

A.
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—

One Hundred Forty-first Infantry. LieutenThomas Clark; Adjutant, Edward

ant-Colonel,

Lovell; Quartermaster, Alonzo H. Barry;
First Assistant Surgeon, Francis C. Hageman;
.Chaplain, Samuel S. Kimball; Captains, Philip
C.

H. Carr, Alexander Grimes, Samuel H. Hunter,
Bryant D. Beach, Cnarles Herrington, Robert
H. Winslow and John Gillman; Lieutenants,
Thomas W. Tefft, Charles D. F. Smith, Michael
J.

Dunne, Hiram Sargent, Edward W. King,

Charles S. Gregg, James B. Robinson, Henry
A. Ferson, George E. Gillman, Daniel "W. Coan,
Chester Stuart, Henry C. Dodge and Charles
Ferson.
One Hundred Forty-seventh Infantry. Lieutenant, George Gillman.
One Hundred Fifty-third Infantry. Adjutant,
John Gillman; Quartermaster, N. J.
Wheeler; Captain, Edward C. Lovell; Lieutenants, Michael J. Dunne, Oliver P. Chisholm.
One Hundred Fifty-sixth Infantry. Captains,
Thomas L. Johnson, Washington I. Kerry;
Lieutenants, John W. Blake, Richard F. Mc-

—
—

as J. Beebe, Albert Jencks, George I. Willis,
Francis E. Reynolds, William Duncan and Daniel Dynan;
Lieutenants, Ebenezer C. Litherland, Azariah C. Ferris, Samuel Chapman, Nelcon Dedrick, John C. Bundy, John S. Durand,
Henry C. Padelford and Edward M. Barnard.
Sixteenth Cavalry. Major, Charles H. Beers;
Chaplain, Cornelius R. Ford; Captains, William
P. Gibbs, John Q. Hattery.
Seventeenth Cavalry. Surgeon, Samuel K.
Crawford; Lieutenants, Charles D. Larribee
and James B. Reed.
Second
Artillery.
Lieutenant,
Jabez
H.
Moore.
Renwick's
Elgin
Battery.
Captains,
George W. Renwick and Andrew M. Wood;
Lieutenants, Caleb Rich, John Short, Lorin G.
Jeffers, Joel H. Wickers, Henry E. Tower, Waldo W. Paine, James N. Boutwell and William

—

—

—

—

C. Clift.

—

Cabe.

—

Eighth Cavalry. Colonel, John F. Farnsworth; Major, William G. Conklin; Adjutants,
Robert W. Sill, Edmund Gifford and John Fifleld; Quartermaster, George G. Stevens, James
S. Van Patten and Bradiey L. Chamberlain;
Surgeons, Abner Hard, Samuel K. Crawford and
Eugene Nelson; Captains, Patrick G. Jennings,
Rufus M. Hooker, John M. Southworth, Hiram
L. Rapelye, A. Levi Wells, Elon J. Farnsworth
and Francis M. Gregory; Lieutenants, Bryant
Beach, Leonard Y. Smith, S. Spencer Carr,
Charles Harrison, Azer W. Howard, Aaron W.
Chase, Nelson L. Blanchard, Benton Van Dyke,
John Weed, John Cool, Judson A. Stevens and
Ralph B. Swarthout.
Tenth Cavalry. Major, George A. Willis;
Captains, William Duncan, Albert Collins and
Daniel Dynan; Lieutenants, Charles M. Harvey, John H. McQueen, Jerome B. Marlett and
George Gunter.
Twelfth Cavalry. Lieutenant-Colonel, Thomas W. Grosvenor; Captain, Franklin T. Gilbert;
Lieutenants, Charles O'Connell and Theodore

—

—

G.

Knox.

—
—

Thirteenth
Cavalry. Captain,
Robert H.
Fleming.
Fifteenth
Cavalry.
Lieutenant-Colonel,
Franklin T. Gilbert; Majors, Samuel B. Sherer
and George I. Willis; Captains, Albert Collins,
Christian B. Dodson, William C. Wilder, Thom-

Twenty-ninth United

States

Regiment

Col-

—

ored Troops. Lieutenant, John J. Gosper.
Thomas Clark, of Geneva, was Captain and
Frank Clark Lieutenant in a colored regiment,

and James H. Mayborne, Esq., was a Paymaster
in the army with rank of Major.
The General Field Officers, whose homes
were in Kane County, were: Brigadier-General
John F. Farnsworth; Brigadier-General Elon
Farnsworth;
J.
Lieutenant-Colonel
Twelfth
Cavalry and brevetted Brigadier-General Thomas W. Grosvenor; Colonel Fifty-second Infantry and brevetted Brigadier-General John S.
Wilcox, and Colonel Eighth Illinois and brevetted Brigadier-General William F. Lynch.
By this list we find that Kane County
furnished two Brigadier-Generals, three Brevet
Brigadier-Generals, five Colonels, eleven Lieutenant-Colonels, fourteen Majors, fifteen Surgeons, ten Adjutants, eleven Quartermasters,

two Chaplains, eighty-five Captains, and 129
Lieutenants in all, 287 commissioned officers.
Of one of these Quartermasters, Captain

—

Charles B. Wells,

known

that over $26,property and money
passed through his hands; yet he entered the
army when in the comfortable financial circumstances of a very fairly successful lawyer,
and he surrendered his commission and lived
and died in the same honorable and happy condition with no breath of suspicion that the
slightest portion of this vast amount was ever
appropriated to his personal use. His record
000,000

is

of

it

is

Government

also that of his

companions

in

arms from
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Kane County, whose

position

and duties

in-

volved great property trusts and responsibilities.

Careful study of the published reports of the
State Adjutant-General accredits to each of the
townships of Kane County the following number of volunteers. As in many instances the
place of enlistment is not given, the number
here stated is more probably too few rather
than exaggerated: Aurora, 1,297; Batavia, 288;

Geneva, 229; St. Charles, 453; Elgin, 1,138;
Dundee, 249; Sugar Grove, 53; Kaneville, 124;
Campton, 46; Plato, 171; Rutland, 39; Big
Rock, 63; Virgil, 43; Blackberry, 162; Burlingmaking a total of
ton, 72; Hampshire, 148

—

men

and of commissioned officers, 287
grand total, 4,575. There were enlisted in the regular army and accredited to
Kane County fifty men, making a grand total
of 4,625 young men volunteering from a population of about 30,000 in 1860.
Classifying
these figures, there were 3,365 men credited to
the county in the infantry service, just. 1,000
in the cavalry, 210 in the artillery and fifty in
the regular army.
enlisted

of 4,338,

—

It

is

sincerely regretted

this brief

orary

roll

triotic

that the scope of

work does not permit giving an honof the names of those heroic and pa-

men

in

the ranks, hundreds of

whom

actually died for their country, and each one of

whom

voluntarily

surrendered

all

that

months

and
amid the toils and perils of war,
again
and again,
times
almost
without
number, tendered life itself
in
defense
of the Union and of liberty.
It is eminently
proper and well to emblazon high upon the roll
of immortal
fame, the names of those matchlife

holds

dear

and,

for

years,

who, with steady advance, rose by
demonstrated ability to the topmost summit of
military success and renown in the conduct of
our stupendous war; yet it was the patriotic
devotion, the steady valor and the resourceful
intelligence of the vast host in the ranks that,
under the directing orders of the profoundest
military genius, marched to final and complete
victory. Generations yet unborn shall say with
less soldiers

exultant pride, "My ancestor was a soldier in
the great war that preserved the Nation."
As an indication of the quality of the men
who filled the ranks of the Kane County volun-

one soldier who carried
a musket in Company "A," Seventh Illinois Infantry, subsequently became Superintendent of
teers, it is recalled that
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Public Instruction in the great State of

New

York; another is now Deputy Commissioner
of Pensions at Washington, and a third was
Paymaster with rank of Major in the late war
with Spain. So, also, in the last regiment re-

Kane County

cruited in

(the

One Hundred For-

one of her boys, John M.
Hamilton, marched with his musket upon his
shoulder and, in later years, occupied the Governor's chair of our own grand State worthily
and well. By direction of President Lincoln
a gold medal bearing the following inscription was awarded a brave Kane County soldier,
now residing at Monticello, Minn.: "The Congress to Sergeant Andrew McCornack, Co. I,
127th 111. Vols., for gallantry at Vicksburg,
Infantry),

ty-first

May

Miss.,

In a

list

22, 1863."

names

of

special

thanks

service,

we

of soldiers receiving the

Congress

meritorious
Captain
Leverett M. Kelley of Company A, of the gallant Thirty-sixth.
In grateful recognition of
his patriotic services, the great Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad Company presented
Col. Nicholas Greusel of the Thirty-sixth a lifepass over

all

of

find

for

that of private and

the lines of their system, beauti-

engraved upon a plate of solid gold.
It has long been the custom of nations at
peace to send the most complete and powerful
of her armored vessels on visits of comity to
It displays the
the open ports of the world.
mailed hand of War clad in the silken glove of
The United States was at peace with
Peace.
Spain when, early in 1895, the Cuban revolution began.
For three long years, while our
ears were assailed with authentic reports of
fully

Weyler's atrocious cruelties perpetrated against
the Cuban people; while the cruisers of other
nations paid the usual visits of courtesy to the
Spanish ports in Cuba; not once during this
period did the unhappy people of the beautiful
island behold the inspiring flag of liberty floating from the masthead
Cuban waters. Early

of

an armored vessel in
McKinley's

in President

was

first

administration

made

that these national courtesies be resumed;

and, a

little later.

gracious

official

suggestion

Admiral Cervera brought the
of the Queen Regent of

greetings

Spain to the President of the United States,

and his majestic battleship, the Viscaya, was
moored in the harbor of New York. He was
received with every salute and ceremony of
naval honor, and himself and officers entertained with the most elegant hospitality, while
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every safe-guard against accident or injury was
At sunrise of the
given his splendid vessel.
25th of the following January, 1898, the United
States battleship Maine, Captain Sigsbee commanding, returning the visit of comity and
honor, steamed slowly into the Spanish port of
Havana and was anchored at the mooring indicated by the Spanish official harbor master.
She was courteously received with the customary naval and military salutes and the exchange
of ceremonial official visits, as required by naval etiquette, yet with thinly concealed hatred.
At 9:40 o'clock on the evening of February
15th, a terrific submarine explosion shattered
the magnificent ship instantly to an utter
wreck, hurling two of the ship's officers and
264 brave seamen to an instant and horrible
death.

This atrocious infamy
the cup of our forbearance.

filled

to

overflowing

The American

peo-

already burning with indignation at Spain's
unspeakable brutality in her treatment of the
Cubans, could no longer be restrained; and on
April 22d following, Congress passed an act
officially recognizing Cuban independence, deple,

manding Spain's withdrawal from
of the Gulf,

the waters

and authorizing the President

to

call into service 125,000

volunteers to carry the
On the next day the
President's call was issued, and the celerity
with which a trained and highly efficient army
could be mobilized was amazing to those unfamiliar with the facts of our thorough militia
organization.
The Third Regiment of the
resolution

into

effect.

Illinois National Guards was
Colonel Fred Bennitt of Joliet.

commanded by

Major Joseph
Caughey, one of its field officers, and Assistant Surgeon Carlton E. Starrett upon the regimental staff both gallant and experienced officers
were residents of Katie Count}-. Three
companies of the regiment were composed of
Kane County men, viz.: Company "D" of Aulora, commanded by Captain John L. Graves
and Lieutenants Fred L. Thatcher and Charles
F. Spicer: Company "E" of Elgin, officered by
Captain (Major) Ben E. Gould, and Lieutenants Jacob Bode and Fred J. Smailes; and
Company "I" of Aurora, with Captain Charles
H. Greene and Lieutenants William Kline and
Albert Lindsey. These splendid companies had
many of the attributes of veterans. They had
participated in eight or ten regimental, brigade
B.

—

—

and larger encampments

at Chicago, Lake Geneva, Wis.; Rockford, Buffalo Rock, Springfield

and elsewhere. They had marched in review
through the streets of the vanished "White
City," and up Broadway, New York, and had
taken a practice march from Aurora to Ottawa.
They had participated in a number of
sham battles involving the movements of a
brigade or larger force, and they had been
thoroughly drilled in squad and company tacThey
tics
that best "school of the soldier."
had also seen actual war service in quelling at
least eight great mobs and riots, in one engagement killing three and wounding eight of the
rioters.
At the great Pullman strike and riot
they demonstrated their celerity in assembling
for duty. About noon on July 6, 1894, Governor
Altgeld telegraphed hurry orders for the Third
Regiment to report at Chicago to assist in
maintaining order. At 9 p. m. the regiment
was in line with nearly every soldier in his
place at Thirty-fifth Street and Wentworth
Avenue, near the center of the riot, although
some of the companies had journeyed about

—

100 miles.
It

1898,

was near midnight on Monday, April 25,
when Colonel Bennitt received Governor

Tanner's order to report, with his command at
The
Springfield, on the following Wednesday.
twelve companies of the regiment were scattered in ten different towns of a half dozen
counties from Rockford to Joliet, from Woodstock to Streator; yet so prompt and vigorous
was the action of its commander, field staff and
line officers, so thorough its discipline and preparedness for any emergency, that on Wednesday morning, the 27th. every company responded
to the Adjutant's call and marched with nearly
full ranks to
equipped and

its

place on the color line,

fully-

ready to volunteer for foreign
service.
Rank and file, about 1,000 choice
young men were in line, and when they voluntarily mustered for United States army service
on May 10th, and with uplifted hands and uncovered heads, deliberately and reverently assented to the prescribed oath of allegiance and
obedience, the scene was deeply impressive. It
is said to have been the first muster of a full
regiment in this State since the close of the
great war.
On May 14th the regiment left Springfield under orders for the organizing camp at Chicka-

mauga, Tenn., where
brought
this

its

camp

of

Porto Rico,

it

received recruits that

numbers up to 1,300 men. It left
discipline and drill on July 22d for
via Newport News, and on board
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the transport St. Louis, it arrived off Ponce on
the night of July 31st. August 3d it effected a
landing at Arroya, and the colors of the Third

pating any uttered request, before the flames
had swept their awful course, the people of
Kane County were gathering supplies for the

Illinois

were raised above the custom house.
9th.
On August 13th, while in line of battle on the main
loid leading to Cayey, before extended intrenchments of the enemy mounting twelve or
more pieces of heavy ordnance, and momentarily expecting a severe engagement, General
Brooke commanding the column, received dispatches from General Miles announcing the

distressed,

Guayama was captured August

ried to the stricken city.

Our boys occupied
termination of the war.
various positions upon the island until November 2d, when they finally broke camp and
marched aboard the transport Roumania, and
the next morning sailed for the United States.
They reached New York on November 9th, and
arrived at home about the 12th. Each member
at his home, they were held on waiting orders
for sixty days, and then mustered out of the
United States service.
Major George D. Sherman, of the gallant old
Thirty-sixth,

was

commissioned

Major

and

served as Paymaster in the SpanislvAmerican
War. It is said that Kane County furnished

more men

proportion to her
population, than any other county in the Union;
and computation will show that, if each county
of this State had furnished an equal number,
Illinois alone would have marshalled over 30,000 men nearly one-fourth the entire call.
So, in every military emergency the people
for this war,

in

—

Kane County have

nobly, demonstrated their
and in manly strength and
vigor, mental attainment and high moral character, the volunteers who have gone forth from
her homes have been surpassed by none. For
of

patriotic devotion;

and car-loads by the score were hurWhen the shuddering
earthquake wrought devastation and ruin in
the historic city of the Palmetto State, within
forty-eight hours the people of one small municipality telegraphed over five hundred dol"

And again, when the
devastating flood engulfed the city of Johnstown, measures of relief were instantly taken
throughout the county.
Upon all questions affecting the public weal,
such has ever been the characteristic attitude
of the people of this county, settled so recently
by brave, intelligent pioneers cherishing high
lars of collected relief.

of Christian loyalty and duty.
Their
descendants and successors have continued
steadfastly along the same lines of thought and
action, and by the practice of industry, virtue,
wisdom and loyalty, have kept the city, township and county of their happy homes fully
abreast of all the progressive movements of
our proud State and Nation.
ideals

SOLDIERS' MONUMENTS.
The

statutes of Illinois confer

upon Boards

or

Supervisors of the various counties authority
to appropriate public money for the erection
of appropriate monuments at the respective
county-seats in honor of the volunteer soldiers
of such counties;

done

in

many

and this has been admirably

counties of our patriotic State,

but not in Kane.

The careful observer, how-

these monuments have
usually been erected where the county-seat was
the most populous and influential city of the
ever,

will

note

that

were their equals, but none were
In peace and in war, her people have ever heeded the cry of distress and

Such is not the condition in Kane
County, and the greatly preponderating influence of the river cities and villages near the
opposite boundaries of the county, renders
such action in the near future quite improb-

hastened generous assistance.

able.

brave,

resourceful,

soldierly

qualities,

others,

doubtlecs,

their superior.

In time of sore

need, Ireland stretched over the sea her fam-

ished hand, and one

county
instantly contributed over eighty pounds sterling to purchase food for the hungry.
Fire
swept the fair city of the lakes from existence
in one vast holocaust of flame, and at once her
hospitable doors opened wide with generous
welcome to hundreds of homeless refugees, and
from every avenue of ample supply, poured
bounteous streams of benefaction to meet the
requirements of every human need.
Anticilittle

city of the

county.

But not in one generation is such heroism
and sacrifice as that displayed by the men and
women of 1861-65 forgotten; and the day may

when the descendants of those
men and women will, in some proper manner,
not be distant
testify

by a county memorial their deep ap-

preciation of the deathless loyalty which saved
the Nation from dismemberment. An imposing

monumental

shaft, rising from the high land
once occupied by the historic Kane County Agricultural Society, overlooking Geneva and vis-
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—

an area of many miles standing in
and near view of the people hourly passing
over the electric railway line, marking and
ible over
full

commemorating the camp

of

organization

of

the Lincoln Regiment, and dedicated to a perpetual and grateful remembrance of the county's
heroic volunteers would indeed be a thrilling
inspiration to loyalty and an object lesson of

—

priceless value to future generations.

But while the people of Kane County have
moving unitedly in thus honoring her
volunteer soldiery, they have by no means been
not been

negligent or remiss. Dundee, never behind in
patriotic devotion or impulse, has been the
At a largely atfirst to act in this direction.

tended public meeting held April 3, 1866, it was
unanimously voted:
"That the surplus bounty fund remaining in
the hands of the Town Clerk be appropriated

monument to perpetuate the memory of those soldiers who entered the service
of the United States, during the late rebellion,
from the town of Dundee, Illinois, and whose
lives were sacrificed in the defense of the country.
And that I. C. Bosworth, William Hill
and Moses Wanzer, are hereby constituted a
to build a

committee to receive said surplus, and to appropriate the same, with such additional funds
as they may be able to procure for the purpose

above

and to superintend the
monument."

specified,

tion of said

erec-

In compliance with said resolution, the com-

twenty-five years of age at the date of death.

The monument was dedicated with appropriate
on July 4, 1867, the address being
given by the last Colonel of the Fifty-second
exercises,

Illinois Infantry.

Elgin was next in point of time to take simiaction.
At the regular town meeting in
the spring of 1869 the sum "of $3,000 was voted
to be expended in the erection of a soldiers'
monument, and F. W. Raymond, L. M. Kelley.
T. E. Lawrence, H. N. Patchen and E. W.
King were appointed a committee to carry the
lar

resolution

into

effect.

Leonard W. Volk,

of

Chicago, was then a young artist rapidly acquiring fame in his profession, and he was selected

to

design and construct the memorial.

The nearly completed work was destroyed

in

while still in the hands
of the sculptor.
The plans were at once
changed, and the present structure, consisting
of a double granite base and high plinth, or die,
with round marble shaft surmounted by a globe
stands near
and eagle, was substituted.
It
the center of the Elgin Cemetery, upon a triangular plat of ground that is encompassed by
avenues and forms the rallying place for the
veterans and "Relief Corps" on "Memorial
Day," in the special services of the Grand
Army of the Republic honoring their comrades.
It
stands about twenty-five feet in
height
and upon the west face of the die is
cut the inscription:
the great

fire of 1871,

;

mittee erected a substantial monument with
granite base and plinth, and graceful marble
shaft, in all about fifteen feet in height, and
costing about $1,000.
Its location is near the
principal entrance of the beautiful Dundee

•our HEROES.'
ELGIN

S

TRIBUTE TO HER FALLEN SOLDIERS.
18*1—1865.

Cemetery upon the land covered by the first
claim located within the township. This monu-

ment bears the following

inscription:

On the northeast and south
names of sixty-eight
Elgin, who gave their lives in the

ERECTED BY THE CITIZENS OF DUNDEE, ILLINOIS
S

IN

MEMORY OK OUR DEPARTED HEROES.
-

in the Thirty-sixth,
five
It

is

names of
Dundee Township who

also deeply engraven with the

forty volunteers from

had died for the Nation's perpetuity. Eleven
of these were members of the Fifty-second
Regiment and nine of the Thirty-sixth. Thirteen are stated to have been killed in action
four of them at Shiloh while one died in
prison.
Twenty-seven were from eighteen to

—

faces

are

in-

from
service. This
list, includes eight in the Seventh Infantry, one
in the Seventeenth, one in the Nineteenth, six
scribed the

soldiers

seven in the Fifty-second,

in the Fifty-fifth, ten in the Fifty-eighth,

one in the Eighty-ninth, twenty-two in the One
Hundred and Twenty-seventh, two in the One
Hundred Forty-first, and one in the One Hundred Fifty-third Infantry: one in the Twelfth
and two in the Fifteenth Cavalry, and one in
This list indicates how
the First Artillery.
widely the volunteers were scattered in their
regimental commands.
t
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the evening of June 19, 1869, a meeting
Aurora was held in the grand
jury room of the City Hall Building, and after
exchange of views a committee was raised to

On

of the citizens of

prepare a constitution and by-laws for a Soldiers' Monument Association, to be submitted
for the consideration of an adjourned meeting.
The report of this committee was accepted and
adopted at the adjourned meeting, and L. D.
Brady was elected President; F. O. White, Secretary; and Abner Hard, Treasurer of "The

Monument Association." The
was reorganized under the new
State law, and became a legal corporation, December 24, 1872. In October, 1870, "The Ladies'
Auxiliary Monument Association" was
formed in aid of the undertaking, and after mature consideration it was decided to erect a
memorial building, not only to commemorate
Aurora

Soldiers'

Association

the

valor

whose
also to

of

Aurora's

patriotic

volunteers

were sacrificed in the service, but
honor the living veterans, and to pre-

lives

serve such interesting

mementos

struggle as might be obtained.
enthusiastic and

of the great

Through the

Post
No. 20, Grand Army of the Republic, of the
Department of Illinois, and of the above mentioned local organizations, an artistic and desirable building was erected upon the island
in the very heart of the city, beside the City
Hall and Postoffice, and now adjacent to the
new Carnegie Library. It is octagonal in form,
of ornamental Gothic type, yet very heavy and
enduring, one story in height and constructed
of rock-faced ashlar sand-stone, with cut-stone
trimmings and with iron finials and cresting.
Its dome is surmounted by an impressive, wellexecuted statue in bronze, representing an infantry soldier at parade rest.
This was contributed by the Grand Army Post, and cost
$800.
The interior was arranged for the Post
Room and repository of memorials. Its walls
were beautifully frescoed, adorned with striking battle scenes, and well-executed portraits of
Washington, Lincoln, Thomas, Farragut, and
other famous army and naval heroes. Marble
tablets are inscribed with the name of every
soldier who enlisted from Aurora and the
names of members of Post No. 20, and one is
dedicated to the revered memory of "The Unknown Dead." Around the room are cases
with glass doors for the reception of war relics,
and such other articles of a historical or scientific character as shall be deemed worthy of
preservation. Handsome frames are also hung,
indefatigable efforts

of
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which are grouped photographs of each comrade of the Post. An exquisite life-size, pure
white marble statue, emblematic of the Recording Angel, adorns the center of the room.
This most beautiful, and exceedingly appropriate and useful structure, was completed and
dedicated July 4, 1878, at a cost of about $8,000,
of which the ladies furnished $2,000.
It should
be ever remembered that this splendid tribute
was erected by voluntary individual contributions, and the taxing power was not invoked.
In 1881 the City Council, by ordinance, established a Free Public Library and Reading
in

Room, and

its

Board of Directors, composed

Prof. T. H. Clark, F. O. White,

W.

of

Beaupre,
Mrs. Pierce Burton, J. J. McLallen, E. Denney,
Mrs. Thomas Gait, F. L. Bartlett and Isadore
Leins. arranged with the above associations
for the construction of an annex to the buildS.

whole structure to accommodate also
and provide a pleasant readingroom. Such annex, harmonizing in style and
material with the original building, was im-

ing, the

the

library

mediately erected at a cost to the city of about
and opened for public use in March,
The Library Board is now transferring
1882.
its equipment to the elegant new building,
lecently erected; and when this is completed
the Post will come into possession of the whole
Memorial Building for its comfort and use until the sad, and not distant day, when the last
"Veteran Comrade" shall be mustered into the
silent ranks of those who rest on "Fame's Eternal Camping Ground."
$6,000,

In 1901-2 a committee of three public-spirited
Mrs. Bowers, Mrs.
and patriotic ladies, viz.:
Calhoun and Mrs. Ryan, raised a fund by private subscription of the people, and erected upon a conspicuous location in the beautiful and
carefully kept cemetery at St. Charles, an enduring and impressive monument upon a broad
foundation of solid masonry. Its first base is
six feet square and twenty inches high, the
second base four feet two inches square and
sixteen inches high, and the square plinth and

shaft are seven feet in height, giving
elevation of fifteen feet.
best gray granite,

It is

and cost

$1,000.

tion deeply cut in the base is:

It

was dedicated May

30, 1892.

it

a total

chiseled from the

The

inscrip-
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the early settlers in the eastern part

Among

whose
of Virgil Township was Manly Powers,
New
father, Ahner Powers, was a patriotic and
War.
Revolutionary
the
Hampshire soldier in
The old veteran died in 1852, and was buried in
the little cemetery at Canada Corners, now
In 1901 the propriety of erecting

Lily Lake.

a

monument

in

memory

of this Revolutionary

was suggested, and a committee consisting of the Hon. John Stewart, J. J. Read (a
sire

grandson

Joshua Head, the pioneer), L. M.

of

Gross, Superintendent of Schools of near-by

De

Kalb County, and John Winterhalter, was appointed to have the matter in charge. The Su$200'
pervisors of Kane County appropriated
toward the project, Elgin Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution donated $25
and, in various ways. $475 more was raised. Wm.
Outhouse and son, who were dealers in granite
and marble work at Elgin, were also the son

services at the cemetery a delightful chorus of

young people

the very

first

in

settlers

this

region.

Its first
above its broad secure foundation.
base is seven feet square and twenty-four inches
high; the second base five feet square and

inches

high.

The

die

is

three

square and fiftytapering shaft
the
and
high,
inches
six
and
at the base
thirty inches square
is
are
proportions
Its
high.
feet
twenty-two
excellent and, standing alone in that quiet
rural surrounding, it is indeed an impressive
feet

and

eight

inches

In heavy letters, sunk deeply in the
large base, is cut the inscription:

memorial.

ABNER TOWERS,

1760-1852.

1

"BENNINGTON, SARATOGA, VALLEY FORGE.

YOUKTOWN."

ment

of the conditions that led up to the formation of the committee, reported upon its
work, thanked those who had patriotically contributed to its success, and presented the completed monument to the community and to

A beautiful little girl, of the fifth
generation in descent from Abner Powers, drew
the cord which loosened the great American
posterity.

it was veiled, and the stately
stood forth in majestic and enduring beauty. A brief address was given by Gen.

flag

with which

monument
John

S.

Wilcox.

CHAPTER

XVII.

TOWNSHIPS, CITIES AND VILLAGES.

[DUAL TOWNSHIP HISTORY
ORGANIZATION
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BARACTERISTICS EARLY SETTLEMENTS CHARACTERISTICS <>F THE PIONEERS
EARLY INDUSTRIES AND BUSINESS ENTERPRISES
WILLIAM LANCE, A NOTED PIONEER SOME
AND CLAIMANTS MANY "•FIRST*'
GRASPING
EVENTS RECOUNTED CHURCHES AND SCHOOLS,

IM:l\

concourse of people gathered to
witness the unveiling and dedication of the
monument, and subsequent celebration in the
grove a mile away, on July 4, 1902. For the

—

<

—

I.

—

—

—

LIBRARIES, ETC.

AURORA TOWNSHIP.
white settler in Government TownNorth, Range 8 East of the Third
Principal Meridian, undoubtedly was Thomas
(or Jacob, as it is given in some histories) Carpenter, who built a log cabin on the east side
of Fox River about half a mile east of Montgomery, late in the fall of 1S33, and during
Christmas week of that year moved his fam-

The

ship

first

38

ily into it

An immense

the

of pioneer days,

mother earth, a noble gray granite shaft rising,
feet
in severe and imposing symmetry, thirty

sixteen

furnished

In

and in recognikindly
ties,
tion of family and former neighborhood
more
whatever
contributed
they generously
might be required, and erected in this quiet
the
burial place, where the vanished form of
to
old patriot had so long ago crumbled back

memory

Sycamore

half of the committee, read a brief, clear state-

and grandson of that James Outhouse, who,
with his father-in-law, Joshua Read, was one
of

from

singing; the Rev. A. T. Horn, of De Kalb, invoked the divine benediction; Mr. Gross, on be-

from Naperville, then

a

hamlet con-

taining perhaps a half-dozen pioneer families.
His father-in-law. Elijah Pierce, arrived in
April, 1834, and erected a one-room cabin nearer
the river within the limits of the present vil-
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lage; and, as the stage lines from Chicago
pushed westward past Colonel Naper's place,
they found a crossing here, and Pierce's oneroom cabin became the stage tavern. Mr. William Elliott, who during the same year made
a claim on adjoining land, is said to have declared that as many as forty persons have slept
during the night in that small room, which
We
also served as kitchen and dining room.

doubt if Mr. Elliott made just that statefor record as history; but, if he did, he
should be regarded as good authority, since he
was an exemplary man and, about this time, fell
madly in love with Mr. Pierce's daughter, ReBut
becca, and was equally beloved by her.
the father strenuously opposed the desired
marriage, probably needing her help in caring
for his numerous guests, and he warned the
young fellow to keep away from his place.
Young Elliott walked forty miles to Ottawa
for a marriage license, which the Clerk of
LaSalle County refused to issue because of the
young lady's minority; yet he told Elliott that
if they would
have the "bans" publicly announced for two weeks in open church service,
the marriage would be lawful without a license.
This was done at Naperville by "Father" N. C. Clark, and very soon after, on August 3, 1835, during a visit of Mr. Pierce to
Chicago to purchase supplies for his tavern,
the young people quietly visited a neighbor residing a little further down the river, hastily
summoned Esquire Morgan from the settlement that later became Oswego, and they were
happily married. This was the first marriage
in what is now the Township of Aurora and
their daughter Emeline Elliott, born August
5, 1836, was the first white child born in the
township.
In 1836 Daniel S. Gray came from Montgomery County, N. Y., joined this settlement and

may

ment

began

improvements which

resulted

in

the

For
was known as Graytown;

present thriving village of Montgomery.

a number of years it
but it is said that, at Mr. Gray's instance, it
received its present name in honor of his

former home. The village was platted in October, 1853, by Mr. Gray and was incorporated
in February, 1858. At the first village election,
held March 1, 1858, Ralph Gray, Edward Gillett, John Lilley, A. L. Davis and A. C. Palmer
were elected trustees. Mr. Gray was the first
President
school,

it is

699—6

of

the

said,

Village

was taught

Board.
The first
in 1839 by a young

699

lady teacher, and the

school

substantial

first

house was erected soon after the act of incorporation.

Aurora City.
present

city

— The

of

settlement

first

at

Aurora by the McCartys

1834, has already been briefly recorded.
lall

of the

the
in

In the

same year that the McCarty brothers

began improvements at Aurora, John Peter
Schneider and his brother, John Nicholas
Schneider, settled at North Aurora, and at
once began work upon the dam and mills which
they completed and operated many years, to the
great convenience and benefit of the surrounding country the saw-mill being located upon
the east, and the grist-mill upon the west bank
of the river.
It was widely known as Schneider's Mills until about 1868-69, when it became
North Aurora.

—

The early
ly

of the

villages

histories treat so

much more

large-

settlement and development of the

and

cities,

that

it

is

difficult

to

trace

the individuals connected with the equally important, but more scattered, work of bringing
into cultivation the fertile soil of the country.
But during the period intervening between the
years 1834 and 1840, old account books and

business records show among the land-owners
trading at these points although some of
them resided on farms now within the city
limits, some outside the township, and some
even outside the present county Hiram Hopkins, John Barker, Frederick Stolp, Epaphras
Clark (a brother of Father N. C. Clark), John
Douglas, Charles McNamara, E. Squires, Ashbel

—

—

Culver, John Lilley, William Hall. George Sla-

John

Elihu Wright, John Warne,
Harrison Albee, Addison Allbee,
Lyman Isbell, Joseph Means, Charles Stolp,
Thomas Paxton, William J. Strong, Robert
Hopkins, John Wormley, Chester P. Trask,
Daniel Bloss, Charles Wagner and others.
Among these will be found names historic in
the annals of Kane County.
The first election in Fox River Precinct was
held in 1835. Ralph C. Horr was elected Justice of the Peace and B. F. Fridley was chosen
Constable.
The first election under township
organization, which was adopted in 1850, was
held on April 2d of that year, and R. C. Mix
was elected as the first Supervisor; H. F. Kingsbury, Town Clerk; W. V. Plum, Assessor; I. T.
Bevier, Poormaster; S. Richardson, I. M. Howell and John Douglas, Commissioners of Highways; John King and W. R. King, Justices;
ter,

Stolp,

Levi Leach,
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Pinney and W. D. King, Constables. W. D.
King was also chosen Collector.
At the close of 1834 twelve persons appear to
C.

have been located at McCarty's Mill, viz.: Joseph and Samuel McCarty, Jeffrey Beardsley,
Robert Faracre, Stephen A. Aldrich and his wife
and two children, Ralph C. Horr, Seth Reed,

Zaphne Lake and Hiram Bowen. In 1835 the
settlement was reinforced by the arrival of Dr.
Daniel Eastman, D. Gorton and George Gorton,
Theodore Lake, R. Matthews, John Barker, B. F.
Phillips, Winslow Higgins, Elgin Squires, John
Livingston, Charles Bates, L. Huntoon, John
Holbrook, B. F. Fridley, E. D. Terry, M. D.
Cone and probably a few others, a portion of
whom had families. Such as desired were permitted to "squat" upon Joseph McCarty's claim,
and occupy lots which they selected with a view
to purchasing when his land should be platted.
McCarty prepared a plat of lots and blocks on
the east side of the river in the fall of 1835,
and Dr. Eastman purchased, at $5 each, the
two lots first sold. This plat was first recorded

—

—

Ottawa then the county-seat and, later, on
Argust 8, 1839, at Geneva, in Volume I., page
160, and the Eastman purchase embraced Lots
5 and 6 in Block 11.
Burr Winton. an old friend of the McCarty's,
was persuaded by them to come from down on
the Vermilion River, where he was prospecting,
and board their hands. He arrived with his
at

family October 9, 1836, after eight days' journey, with his family in a prairie schooner
drawn by a yoke of oxen, and leading the indispensable cow. The first wheat ground at the
McCarty mill was grown, it is said, about
where the First Congregational church now
stands, at the corner of Main Street and East
Park Place. Elias D. Terry and his brother

frame hotel at the northStreets, which
was opened January 1, 1837, with a grand New
Year dancing party. This doubtless was the
Richard built the

east corner of

first

Main and LaSalle

The lime
first plastered building in the city.
was burned from the stone taken out of McCarty's mill race, and the trowel used was
fashioned by John King, the first blacksmith
and Justice of the Peace in 1850, out of an old
broken hand-saw.
Joseph G. Stolp arrived in 1837, and immediately commenced the foundation of the manufacturing enterprises that have contributed so
largely to the

Noah

immense prosperity

B. Spalding,

of the city.

John Holbrook, W. D. King,

Abram

Odell,

ner were

Anson Pease and William Gard-

among

those

who

arrived in 1836 or

William V. Plum, Nathaniel Deniston,
Abel Downer, Clark and Roswell Wilder, William H. Hawkins and E. D. Huntoon were
earlier.

among those who came in 1837. Among the
names of those who came in 1838-39 we find 0.
D. Day and William B. Plato, well remembered
as able lawyers and influential men, besides
Evans, father of the present State Senator H. H. Evans. The first death within the
limits of the present city was that of Miss ElGriffith

mira Graves,

in the fall of 1835, and the first
within the present township, but not within
the city, was that of Mr. Jacob Carpenter, its
first
settler,
which occurred September 20,

1836.

At an election held March

6,

1845, fifty-two

votes were cast in favor of incorporating the

Aurora.

village of East
sided,

tive votes

the

Daniel Cushing preclerk, and no negaDuring the same year

Myron Whipple was
were

following

cast.

Village

Board

of

officers

was

Daniel Eastman, President; Daniel
McCarty, Perseus Brown, Luke Wheelock and
elected:

P. J. Wagner, Trustees.
The village of West
Aurora was organized in 1854 with Myron V.
Hall. President, D. B. Waterman, B. Street,
George McCollom and Anor Richardson, Trustees.
The Legislature of 1857 granted a charter uniting the two villages, and at the first
city election, held March 3, 1857, B. F. Hall
was elected Mayor, J. D. Clark and W. V. Plum,
Aldermen of the First Ward; Holmes Miller
and J. G. Stolp of the Second Ward; William
Gardner and R. C. Mix of the Third Ward; and
L. Cottrell and S. L. Jackson of the Fourth
Ward. In 1887 the special charter was abrogated and the general charter for the incorporation of cities was adopted.
The development

of the united corporation, in all desirable lines,

has been steady and rapid, and few cities in
this great Middle West bear a more desirable
reputation than does the beautiful city of
Aurora.

BATAVIA TOWNSHIP.
Township 39, covering the half townships of
Batavia and Geneva, has ever been in all its
material aspects and resources, as attractive
and desirable as can well be imagined. The
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deep and very fertile; prairie and woodland could not be more conveniently alternated;
the beautiful river, frequently widening to encompass many picturesque islands, holds its
soil is
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cinct election held in this house, in 1836, E. S.

Town and

Ira

Minard were elected Justices

of

Here, too, Rev. N. C. Clark preached
sermon, as heretofore stated, and in

the Peace.
the

first

course almost due southward across its center:
many charming spring brooks wind their way
through its highly cultivated and thoroughly

Batavia, Dodson Vandeventer was born, October
10, 1834
the first white child born in the coun-

improved farms; and its artistic suburban
lawns extending to the outflowing stream, and

a

store

in

1835,

exhaustless quarries of the finest building stone
in this part of the State, are found in many

built

the

first

its banks.
The main Indian and
passed near its eastern border, and
it included the opening between the two bodies
of heavy timber known as the "head of the

places along

army

trail

Big Woods."
These most desirable natural features, and
its proximity to the trail, are the plain reasons

why

it

irresistibly attracted

the

and became the rallying center
activities of the county.

farms,

and

its

its

excellent rural

Its

first

of

settlers,

the

early

highly cultivated

homes and

intelligent agricultural

buildings,

enterprise and

wealth, have ever kept it in the front rank of
the fine farming townships of the county, while
its two beautiful cities have been noted for

refinement and intellectual culture from their
first

A

settlement.
little

more than the routh half of Town
Township of Batavia adjoin-

39 constitutes the

ing Aurora.
in

Its

the county

first

—was

—

perhaps the first
by Columbus Payne

cabin

built

the grove bordering the prairie just east
of the city of Batavia.
It was a most charmin

ing and attractive spot, and was probably not
more than half a mile south of James "Watson

Webb's

trail,

as he approached the river in his

perilous journey of 1822.

As the pioneer

set-

came along the old army trail, Payne's
near-by cabin became a hospitable shelter while
they prospected for desirable locations.
Mr.
tlers

E. K.

Town and Harry Boardman, who

"put up"

Payne's in 1834, have frequently stated that
sixteen guests had spent the night together in
that one 16x16 log house; and when some one
at

suggested they were crowding the family, Mrs.
Payne told them not to be uneasy about that,
as she had lodged twenty-three persons at one
time. So this was not only the first house, but
also the first tavern in the county; and in it
the first wedding occurred, as heretofore stated.
Payne sold his claim to Isaac Wilson, the
second County Judge and father of Judge Isaac
G. Wilson, who came in 1835. At the first pre-

—

ty.

In the winter of 1834-5 Mr. Cleghorn taught
school here; Joel McKee opened the first

and in 1837 Charles Ballard
regular tavern where the "Revere House" stands. Joseph W. Churchill, the
first lawyer to locate here, came in 1835; also
John Churchill, James Rockwell, Horace Town
and Dr. D. K. Town, the first physician. John

Gregg, the indispensable "village blacksmith,"
opened a shop east of the village limit near
"the trail" in 1834, and it is said that farmers

came from west

of the

Kishwaukee

for repairs to their plows

ning, with good

and tools

workmanship

to his

shop

—thus begin-

at his trade,

the

manufacturing industries that have given Batavia so wide and favorable a reputation. Titus
Howe put up the frame for a saw-mill, and began the construction of a dam near the lower
end of the island, in 1834; but, before completing either, sold his property and claim in 1835
to William Van Nortwick and his son John,
both of whom were educated and experienced
engineers familiar with the production and
use of water-power, then the only energy in
practical use for driving machinery.
Associated with eastern capitalists they built the dam
at the head of the island.
John, while retain-

ing his interest here, returned to his engineering work for the State of New York, and at-

tended also to the eastern end of the financial
business of the partnership. He became a permanent resident of Batavia in 1848. The firm
of Van Nortwick, Barker, House & Co. became
the first shippers of Illinois flour to the young

and by manproduct known in their
time, establishing the reputation for excellent
production that has made Batavia famous, and
securing a ready market for its goods.
Col. Joseph Lyon dug the first stone for curbing a well in 1834 or '35, and the first regular
quarrying of this excellent stone was begun
in 1842 by Z. Reynolds. Since then eight or ten
different quarries have been operated, and very
smooth surfaced blocks, about ten inches thick,
and up to nine by twenty feet square, have been
shipped in great quantities, beside the usual irregular flat building stone.
city of Chicago, by strict integrity

ufacturing

the

best
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—

Batavia Village Platted. The original site
on the east side was platted hy

shanty, on the ea;t side of the river, he bought.

of the village

Dodson was then busy with his store and saw-

Van Nortwick, Barker, House & Co. in 1837,
and on the west side by John Van Nortwick in

mill at

1844.

April 26, 1856, twenty-seven votes were

cast in Batavia in favor of village incorporaAt the first election
tion, and eleven against.
village officers, held May 10, 1856, T. C.
Moore, one of the most genial and gentlemanly
lawyers of the county, served as Moderator
and J. C. Pindar as clerk. John Van Nortwick, Orsamus Wilson, M. N. Lord, D. U. Griffin
and George B. Corwin were elected as the 'first
of

Board of Trustees.
These are a few of the beginnings of the unusually attractive and prosperous township and
city of Batavia the namesake of the equally
beautiful city in New York, from which Gen.
Isaac Wilson and others of its first settlers
came to Illinois.

—

Edward Trimble, who

Claiborneville.

married Payne's daughter, also had a claim
near the edge of the timber on the east side
(the Samuel Sterling farm) and their daughter was the first white child born in this township.
Miles died in 1836 the first death of an
adult in the township and Crow and Corey
soon disappeared. One Frederick Bird's claim
covered the Eben Danford farm, just north of
the village on the west side.
Mr. and Mrs.
Samuel Sterling first settled on this place in
1834 or '35, and Mrs. Sterling taught the first
school of the township her,e in the winter of
They were superior people, each
1835 or '36.
being very energetic, well-educated and refined,
and they richly merit far more extended notice
than is permitted by the limited scope of this

—
—

work

—but

so. also,

may

be said of

many

oth-

Mr. Sterling built the first dam and bridge
across the river, and the first saw-mill; and he
and his wife opened the first regular publicers.

GENEVA TOWNSHIP.

tavern.

—

This twin sister of Batavia embraces the
north half of Township 39, and takes its name
also, as has been stated, from one of the most
beautiful cities of the
tile

farms also

lie

Empire

State.

Its

on both banks of the

fer-

river,

the prairie in pioneer days extending in places
They are absoto the river on the west bank.

and fine improvement-. There is little or no doubt that a
distinct and well-worn Indian trail branched
westward from the old army trail, and crossed
the river at the head of Herrington's Island;
and along this trail Daniel S. Haight prospected
in 1833, and built his cabin beside the then
noble spring on the west bank of the river.
In summer the stream could be easily forded;
in winter it was solidly ice-bridged, and, in
time of freshet, one had to avoid the necessity
lutely unsurpassed in cultivation

of crossing

it

at all.

Like Payne, who at the same time settled
a couple of miles below, Haight is said to have
been a sober, intelligent, honest man; rough,
kind and generous, but a born scout and pioneer.
He soon sold out to James Herrington
and disappeared, as has been already told.
When Captain Dodson first came here in 1834,
he found near Haight's place a man named
Corey, another named Crow, and an Andrew
Miles (or Mills), whose claim and wretched

Coming of the BLereingtons." In May. 1833,
the man and wife who were to be among the
leading builders of Geneva brought their family

of

six

children

to

Chicago.

These were

James Clayton and Charity Herrington, who
had come to Illinois from Meadville. Penn.
Their children were Augustus M.. Nathan.
James, Fannie, Richard and Thad.

Mary, an-

other daughter, was born in Chicago and became the wife of J. Tuttle. The next daughter,
Margaret, was born at Geneva, November 3,
1836, and is said to have been the first white
pirl baby born in the place.
The year that
his family lived in Chicago was beyond doubt

spent by Mr. Herrington in carefully prospecting the surrounding country, and his selection
of Haight's claim, in the fall or winter of 1834Herring35, is strong proof of its desirability.
ton at once used Haight's "shack" as a store,
and built the best double house of hewed logs
to be found in the county for a number of
years.
L. M. Church served him as his first
clerk, and then David Dunham, who was elected
Recorder in 1836. Crawford Herrington came
in 1835; also Arthur Aken, who built a cabin
Here, again, "Fanear 'McWayne's Spring."
ther" Clark preached the first sermon in the
place at James Herrington's, and, in 1836, Logan Ross opened the first blacksmith shop.
Noah B. Spaulding took out the first marriage
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license

and

married

Miss

Angelina Atwater

in the fall of this year.

—

The Boston Colony. In 1837 came the first
families of that colony of educated Bostonians
who, for so

many

years, gave the society

—

complished daughters of Mr. Scotto Clark became the wives of Charles Patten, Judge Isaac
G. Wilson and Major Davis of Ausable. Charles
Patten opened a store in 1837, and was a leading merchant of the place until his death in
1887.
Then there were Marshall and "Aunt
Maria" Clark, George Patten, Dr. Henry Madden, Julius Alexander, Abram Clark, Samuel
Nye Clark and others, including Miss Susan
Sophia Carr.
There was an elegant graciousness and quiet
energy in the lives of these ladies of the early
days at Geneva, that lingers like a halo of loving righteousness about their memories, exalting and ennobling all who came within its
benign influence.
Charity Herrington and
Mrs. Julius Alexander were the very best types
of helpful, brave pioneer women.
When some
ten years later the cholera broke out in the
first Swede colony here, and many people fled
in terror, "Aunt Polly" Clark ministered like a
mother to the stricken ones; and it is reverently told of one poor woman dying, clasping
her beloved bible in one hand and with the
other clinging to the ministering hand of Mrs.
Clark.
The large number of Swedish people
at Geneva still gratefully cherish in love her
memory. In those early days came also Isaac
Claypool, Mark Daniels, Hendrick Miller and,
following close after, many other most excellent people like the Rev. Augustus Conant, Dr.
William LeBaron, for some time State Entomologist, Luther Dearborn and a host of others

gladly mention.

—

machines displayed at the fairs in this and
other counties, and almost invariably bore the
blue ribbon of superiority. Many people familthat,

if

this

development of the county believe
excellent

man

genius had been given a

of

little

country.

BIG ROCK TOWNSHIP.
This

fine

inventive

more

financial

is

county, in

came

into

the southwest corner township of the

Range No. 6, Town 38, and its lands
market June 6, 1842. It is one of the

very best agricultural townships in the county,
and along Big Rock Creek is found the most
picturesque scenery in the county. The southwest and the northeast portions of the township consist of beautiful rolling prairie lands
fertile soil, doubtless of ancient alluvformation, while traversing it diagonally
from the northwest to the southeast corner, along the branches of the Big Rock Creek,

with deep
ial

The two
are fine bodies of heavy timber.
branches of Welch Creek flow from the Kaneville line, nearly south through the eastern half
of the township to their intersection on Section 24, a mile or two north of its junction with
the Big Rock.
The old Chicago and Galena
stage road passes through the center of the
township from east to west. It will be readily
observed that this natural distribution of
prairie and timber lands, with an indispensable
water supply and the accessibility of this region over the stage road, would strongly attract
Undoubtedly the first
the early settlers.
family taking up a claim on land within the
township, was that of Santy Cook, who was
found living in a tent pitched about a mile
south of the present Big Rock village in 1834
Cook was from Kentucky and doubtor '35.
less brought his family down the Ohio or the
Cumberland to the "Illinois Country." But litHe must have
tle is known of his history.
staked out an immense claim, as it is recorded
that he sold a thousand acres of it at one sale.
Justice E. Ament located about a mile north
of the village in the fall of 1835,

the

Manufactx'res. The first mowers and reapers, invented about 1850 by Eben Danford, surpassed in excellence the McCormick and other

iar with the

encouragement, Geneva would have become one
of the great manufacturing centers of the

of

Geneva an atmosphere of culture and refinement that was distinctly felt throughout the
county. Among them were Scotto and Samuel
Clark, Charles Patten, Peter Sears and C. A.
Buckingham the latter the first lawyer and a
young man of very brilliant promise. The ac-

whom we would
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Cooks

and Matthew H.

and says that

Perry's

family

were the only settlers then in the township.
John Pierce, Joseph Summers, Robert Nash,
James W. Swan, Percy Taylor, Robert Fisher,
Alexis Hall and J. W. Whiddon came in 1836.
A waif called "Indian Jim" was also there at
that date. In 1837, among others, came James
and Isaac Hatch, Edward Whiddon, Mr. Rexford, L. D. and Jesse Brady and a Mr. Matlock,
who settled at a sharp bend in the creek still
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called "Matlock's Point;" also,

who came from

Ireland and,

James Dundee

it is

claimed, orig-

inated the principal ideas of the riding-culti-

forcibly indicates the eager desire of the early
settlers to attach

wood and water

to their

home-

steads.

vator.
L. J.

Lamson, who came from "York State"
an interesting incident suggestive

BLACKBERRY TOWNSHIP.

in 1837, tells

of the conditions of

pioneer days.

He

says he

took the stage at Chicago for Big Rock Creek,
of which he had received very favorable accounts, and was put down at the creek-crossing
just before dark. The driver at once splashed
his team through the water and drove on west.
Looking about him he could discover no indication of human presence, save the wagon
tracks through the grass, and following them
until night fall, he saw a light through the
darkness.
Approaching it he found a miserable cabin almost destitute of the ordinary
comforts of life.
Its occupants were asleep
upon the floor except one very large man, who
hospitably welcomed him and said he might
have his place upon the floor, as his tooth ached
so that he could not sleep.
As the people unrolled from their blankets next morning he
discovered that he had nested with the whole
Cook family, men and women, who were all
fully grown and unusually large.
Maurice Price and many others came in this
year. Calista Ann Ament, the first white child,
was born November 13, 1837. Coon and Massy

on the creek during this
marriage was that of Thomas
W. Glasspool and Katie Cook, a daughter of the
settler first mentioned.
Edward Pierce wa>
born in 1836, soon after his father's arrival,
and his was the first birth in the township.
Joseph Summers kept the first tavern on the
old State road.
William Coon opened the first
blacksmith shop and a Mr. Welby the first
store.
The first school house, of rough logs,
with door, desk, seats and floor made of slabs,
was raised by a "bee" of settlers in 1841, upon
the claim of Joshua F. Rhodes, and in it the
first school was taught by Colin Ament.
J. F.
Rhodes, Thomas Meredith and Ira Hodges were
the commissioners who located the State road
from Aurora westerly through the county.
Among the old settlers of Big Rock and their
descendants will be found both men and women
who are among the most prominent and useful
in the county.
The shape of the farms and

built the first saw-mill

year.

The

first

location of the

highways of this rich agriculshown upon the map, most

tural township, as

This is Township 39 North, Range 7 East,
and is another rich agricultural township.
Bald Mound, near the center of Section 23, and

Mound on

the northwest quarter of
are said to be the highest points of
land in the county, and have ever been conspicuous land-marks, noted for the exceeding

Johnson's
Section

5,

beauty of the landscape visible from their sumNelson's Lake now nearly dry lies
mits.
partly in Blackberry and partly in Batavia
Township. Lake Run, the outlet of Nelson's
Lake and its tributary streams in the southeasterly part of the township, and Blackberry
Creek, with its numerous branches in the westerly part, have ever furnished an abundance of
running water for its fine grain and stock
farms. The land in this township is the most
undulating or rolling, perhaps, in the county;
and it is one of the townships in which the
groves, woodlands and prairie are so favorably
mingled, although along the line of Blackberry
Creek, from Elburn station in the northwest
corner of the township, south to Sugar Grove,
there was heavy timber in the early days. The
Iowa Division of the North-Western Railroad
passes through its northern tier of sections
across the entire township, with the busy sta-

—

—

La Fox and the fine, growing village
Elburn, affording excellent shipping faciliIts splenties for its people and their products.
did farms are devoted to grain and stock-raistion of

of

ing, and feeding and dairying, and its landowners are highly prosperous.
A Notable Pioneer. The first settler in this
township was a remarkable man; and within
the years of his eventful life occurred the most
momentous and far-reaching movements and
William Lance was
events in man's history.
born April 8. 1771, in Hunterdon County. New
Jersey Colony, a subject of King George IIT.
He was five years old when the immortal Declaration of Independence was adopted, and
twelve at the close of the Revolutionary War.
He well remembered many incidents of the hisseen
frequently
had
struggle,
and
toric
Washington and other famous characters

—
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Many
years of the Republic.
on the Atlantic
struggles
Indian
Mexican War,
coast, the War of 1812, the
and the awful conflict of the great Rebellion were not altogether history to him, but
incidents in his country's development within
his own observation.
He lived during the administration of all the great historic Presidents
of

the

of

the

first

of the Republic.

Possessing

much

of the pio-

he was living in Indiana in 1833
and resolved to push still farther westward.
Early in the spring of 1834, which was an unusually mild and early season, he started with his
adult children John and Mary and a much
younger son, Charles, driving, it is said, eight
yoke of cattle, and, on the trail in what is now
Du Page County, they picked up a man named
Isaac Walthrop. They camped for a few days
at the head of the Big Woods, probably near
Christopher Payne's cabin, and John prospected
the west side of the river.
He found a location near the southeast part of the heaviest
body of timber on Blackberry Creek near the
present northwest corner of Section 28, which
he thought (and truthfully) one of the most
delightful spots on earth; and, returning, piloted the family to the place. There on May 2,
neer

spirit,

they located the first claim in all that
Kane County, and there Mr. Lance
resided until his death, September 7, 1873, aged
102 years, four months and twenty-nine days.
In the fall, William Lance and his son John,
having left Mary and Charles with an uncle in
Du Page County, returned to Indiana for the
other members of the family.
John and an
older daughter, Margaret, married in Indiana
during that winter, and all returned to Illinois
together, arriving at the claim on Christmas
William Lance and his family, John
Day.
Lance and his bride, and David Beeler with his
bride, Margaret Lance
all living in one little
log cabin were the only white people in this
township; and probably the only ones in the
county, save Haight, west of the river during
the winter of 1834-5.
Mary Lance, the first
white woman in the townsnip, married John
Souders about Christmas time 1835, their's being the first wedding in the township; and
about this date her sister, Margaret Beeler,
gave birth to a daughter, Martha, who was the
first white child born in the township.
A little
more than a year after, on February 2, 1837, another sister, little Sarah Lance, was burned to
death in the destruction of the first cabin built
1834,

portion of

—

—

These are said

in the township.

the

—a

first
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death and the

first fire in

to

have been

the township

very remarkable train of "firsts" to center
man of such extraordinary

in the family of a

experience.
In the spring and summer of 1835 came D. W.
Annis, Harry White, George Trimble, L. D.
Kendall, John Souders, Hiram Hall, and per-

haps others, and settled near R. Acres and J.
G. Acres.
John Vannatta arrived in 1836, and
during that year and the following year, S.
Kendall, Mr. Corey, James Smith, S. Piatt, J.
Calkins, Mr. Larkin, Noah B. Spalding and
others took up claims in the township. William

West was one of the first settlers. He became a magistrate of the township, and a man
of great influence throughout the county; was
B.

also

the

first

The early

banker at Geneva.

settlers of Blackberry

effected a
very strong organization for protection against
"claim jumpers" and to secure to all their respective claims, each placing himself under

$2,000 bonds to observe its requirements.
selected Mr.

West

Government

sale,

They

to bid in all the land at the

and convey

to

each his proper

portion according to the claim lines.

Whoever

examine a map of the township, showing the irregularity of the farm lines, will get
some idea of the delicacy and difficulty of the
duty assigned to Mr. West, but which he successfully and satisfactorily accomplished.
Peter H. Johnson, at an early day, paid
David Beeler $1,150 for his improvements and
claim of about 1,000 acres, covering the Mound;
and a little below its summit, on its southerly
will

side near a distinct

Indian

trail,

he built the

frame house in the township, which he
opened with a national celebration on July 4,
William P. West was another influen1844.
first

man among the
of many

pioneers of this township.
of these pioneers, and of
others not here mentioned, are still familiar
as "household words" in the families of the
tial

The names

older residents of the county.

BURLINGTON TOWNSHIP.
Township

41,

Range

6,

is

another purely ag-

lands came into market January 30, 1843. No stream flows across
the township; but Coon Creek and two other
creeks which empty into the Kishwaukee, have
ricultural township.

Its
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their rise within its borders. As the woodland
and the prairie intermingle, the farm lines follow very nearly the Government surveys, and
the farms have a more uniform acreage than
exists in most of the townships.
Its lands are
peculiarly adapted to grazing, and it is a fine

dairying section.

Stephen Van Velzer appears to have made
first location in the township and, unfortunately, made the preposterous claim to an
area of about twelve miles square. This must
have retarded settlement, as many quarrels
resulted in consequence, while a number of
settlers paid him something for his pretended
claim to avoid contention. He came in 1835,
as also did Allison Banker.
In 1836 Solomon
Wright and his three sons, Baldwin, Elisha
and D. C, and a daughter who soon married
Banker, arrived from New York; also P. R.
Joslyn from Indiana, who, with his son Riley,
settled upon a portion of Van Velzer's claim
in defiance of his objection.
T. C. and O. H.
Ellithorp also came this year from Vermont,
and Asa W. Lawrence of New York, who soon
sold his claim and settled on Section 9 in Elgin Township, upon the beautiful farm on
which he died, and which is now occupied by
his son, Oscar F. Lawrence.
John Holden, of
Pennsylvania, and C. M. Andrews, from Massachusetts, came and entered claims in 1837.
Stephen Godfrey, the father of Charles B.,
came from Vermont in the fall of 1839, and
bought a claim of Van Velzer, arranged to
have a portion plowed, and went back for his
family, with whom he returned the next spring.
This family has ever been one of the most useful and highly respected in the community.
B. T. Chapman came from Canada and Stephen
R. Ellithorp from Vermont in 1842. The next
year David Sholes, whose home had been in
Genesee County, N. Y., arrived and made very
extensive purchases of land, including the site
the

of

Van

Velzer's first

settlement.

He

died in

owning some 1,900 acres of very
excellent land. James Roseborough came from
the North of Ireland, and became a permanent
resident in 1843. James Mann came in the fall
of the same year from Wyoming County, N. Y.,
October, 1881,

bought a 1,000-acre claim, plowed a part of it,
set out a few apple trees, and went back home
for his family. Eben Norton, Elder Isaac Newton, Joel Root and J. W. Hapgood, Simon
Young, St., and his sons William, Daniel,
John, Simon, Jr. (who perhaps came a little

—

—

before the others), Stephen and David made
a strong addition to the settlement in 1841.
Harvey A. Matteson, an old and public-spirited
resident, came with his parents to St. Charles

The Manns and Hapgoods inand have been active factors in
building up the community.
Soon after the land sale, Mr. McClenathan
entered a tract of land claimed by Mr. Mason
this

same

year.

termarried,

in retaliation, it is said, of

Mason's attempt to

The quarcame near ending fatally. Mason and a
number of his friends seized the alleged "claim
jumper," dragged him to a near-by pond, cut
the ice, and nearly drowned him in the freezing
avoid payment for a yoke of cattle.
rel

water.

He managed, however,

to escape,

and

the village, whose few settlers protected
from further violence, although a pitched

fled to

him

with his pursuers seemed imminent.
This pond is on Section 12, near the Wallace
Brothers' barn, and McClenathan's old log
cabin is now their chicken house.
The first death in the settlement was that of
Van Velzer's wife, in 1837. She was a Southern
woman and brought with her a negro slave
who served her mistress faithfully; but soon
after her death, the slave returned to her old
home in the sunny South land. The first school
in the township was taught by Mrs. Catherine
Ellithorp in her own log house in 1839, and
battle

her husband, John W. Ellithorp, was the first
The next year (1840) Mrs. Godpostmaster.
frey also taught a few pupils in her home. Miss
Fannie Putnam kept a school in 1842 in Van
About this date a log schoolVelzer's barn.
house was built on the old stage road about a
mile southeast of the present village, and Miss
Larrabee and Miss Nancy Hill taught there
in the early days.

The marriage of John Holden and Hannah
Van Velzer in 1840, was the first wedding.
Ezra Hanson put out the first tavern sign at
his log-house on the State road southeast of the
James Mann erected, in 1844-45, the
village.
first frame barn and house in the township.
While on a visit to "York State," where he
drove with a team of horses in 1845, his house
and all his household goods were burned; but
on his return he erected the quite commodious

brick tavern which, for

many

many

years, entertained

and was the happy scene
of numerous dancing parties and other social
festivities.
The first store was opened by Sylvester S. Mann, who, for a number of years.
very

travelers,
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represented the district in the State Legislature, and after his removal to Elgin it was

conducted very sucessfully by his brother A. J.
Mann, and by the firm of Mann, Hapgood &
Co.

until

Franklin
the

first

The

A. J. Mann also moved to
Mann and Gideon Sherman

Elgin.

erected

saw-mill in 1850.

clergyman in the town was "Elder
Eaton," who came in 1840 and soon after organized a Free-Will Baptist society.
The first
church building appears to have been commenced in 1853 by the Congregationalists, but
it was four or five years in process of construction, and was also used by the Methodists and
Free-Will Baptists, finally passing to the ownership of the latter.
In the late 'forties appearances were very favorable for the village of Burlington becoming
an important place in the county. The State
road was crowded with teams hauling out the
produce of the country. The daily stages were
filled with
passengers, and the horses were
first

stabled and

changed at Mann's brick tavern.
Plank roads were being built from St. Charles
and Elgin, converging at Burlington, and prospects were very bright.
But the route of the
steam railways changed all this, and the village is now a thriving station on the Chicago
Great Western Railway, which passes nearly
due east and west across the township through
the second tier of sections from the north line.

CAMPTON TOWNSHIP.
Range 7, is the central township
East of it lies St. Charles, at the
north Plato and Rutland, on the west Virgil,
and at the south Blackberry and Sugar Grove.
There is no township in the county in which
the pioneers found the indispensable wood
and water more bountifully provided and conveniently distributed;
while bordering the
woodlands were the inviting tracts of open land,
scarcely large enough to be called prairie, entirely free of rocks and bushes and ready for
the plow, the wild grasses and flowers alone
covering the rich black soil of seemingly exhaustless fertility.
The southerly branch of
Ferson's Creek had its rise in Lily Lake near
the north line of Section 18 and, passing eastward across the entire township, in the early
days was a stream of very respectable dimenTownship

40,

of the county.

sions,
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in the spring being filled

with pickerel

and red-horse suckers, seeking the shoal waters
Very near
in which to deposit their spawn.
the center of the township is the head of a
branch of Mill Creek, which passes out of the
township near the east line of Section 35. We
can scarcely estimate, in these days of numerous wells and convenient pumping machinery,
and of steam and electric power so easily available, the value of these natural features to the

pioneer

settlers.

At

first

the

water for

all

use was obtained from the
spring, creek or shallow well at the edge of
the slough; and for fully twenty years, the
daily

household

farmers depended upon these for stock water.
During the winter, ice was hauled from them
and melted for family use, and to secure the
luxury of soft water for washing. In the later
'thirties, Dr. King, a preacher, a physician and
an energetic, useful pioneer, built an up-anddown saw-mill on Lily Lake Creek on the northwest quarter of Section 14, and established the
King's Mill postofflce on the old thoroughfare
toward Rockford. Each was a great convenience in

its

time.

It is said

that there was a

very distinct Indian trail near the line of the
highway from the river northwestward, passing the south end of Lily Lake. This lake is
now practically dry, and doubtless its former
bed will soon be cultivated land.
The effect
of the drying up of the water reservoirs and
shrinking of the stream is one of the problems
future time must solve, we hope without serious detriment to posterity.
John Beatty, who arrived at Haight's early
in the spring of 1835 and began prospecting
westward, was doubtless the first person to
stake out a claim in this township. He drove
his first stakes in the prairie

upon what

the southeast quarter of Section 36;

is

now

but with

the advancing season he ventured a mile or two
further west, and located permanently in the
edge of the woodland on the northwest quarter
of Section 35, convenient to a fine spring and
near the running creek, where he erected the
first

settler's

He sold
cabin in the township.
and the second

his first claim to a Mr. Archie,

John Whitney,
passed to the Burr family.
Charles Babcock and James Hackett also came
in 1835, and Luke Pike who entered the claim
which became the home of the well-known and
highly useful Chaffee family. In 1836 and '37
Harry and Spalding Eddy, John Elliott, Atwell Burr, James Ward, William Kendall, John
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Durant, E. Reed, James Outhouse, John Hagerman, T. E. Dodge, Ansel Lake, John Tucker,
George Thompson, Eben Foss, Franklin Watkins and others arrived, and some of them, with
their families, became important factors in the
town and county. The venerable Robert Corlon was also one of the earliest and best settlers in this township.
In 1837 Henry Warne and his wife, Charity
Warne, took up a large claim on Sections 32
and 31 and became, with their intelligent and
enterprising descendants, among the most powerful and beneficent forces in upbuilding the
township and county. Mr. Warne built a large
and good log house, which naturally became the
halting place for incoming settlers, and as naturally and necessarily, a tavern, named by

Judge Ford, "The Halfway House," between
the county-seats, Geneva and Sycamore, and between Chicago and Oregon on Rock River.
Governor Marcy, of New York, Stephen A.
Douglas, John Wentworth and other noted men
of that clay, were among its sometime guests.
John Warne, Elisha Warne and Gideon D.
Warne, sons of Mr. and Mrs. Henry Warne,
have ever been noted for their energy, enterprise, integrity and business success, while
their daughters
Susan, wife of the late L. N.

—

B. Burr; Lucinda, wife of the "barb-wire king,"
J.

F. Glidden, of

M. W. Willis

De Kalb; and

—are

women

of

Isabel, wife of

whom any

com-

munity may rightfully be proud.
At least four very popular taverns were kept
in this township as early as 1840.
"The Halfway House," "The Fairfield Exchange" by D.
B. Mallory on the southeast quarter of Section

Timothy Garfield's tavern, and one near
the south end of Chicken Grove, kept by Elias
Crary.
The extent of the teaming from Chi24,

cago westward, in early days, may be inferred
from the fact that there were, at this time,
forty taverns by the roadside between Mallory's place and Chicago.
It is said that, in
order to mark and establish the route of travel,
Ira

Minard and Daniel Marvin drove a number
from

of yoke of oxen attached to a fallen tree,

Charles across Campton to Oregon, in Ogle
County, in 1838.
During the winter of 1836-7 a Mrs. McClure
taught school in a log house upon the claim of
a Mr. Lawson, and the next winter Miss MaryLee taught in the house of James Ward. The
next fall a log school-house was built on land
occupied by Mr. A. Fisher. In 1841 E. Chaffee,

Thomas

E.
Dodge, Ansel
were elected School
Trustees, Nelson Walker chosen Clerk, and the
town divided into five school districts, besides

Charles

Fletcher,

Lake and Hylas

T. Currier

a sixth district including a portion of Virgil
Township.
The township has always been
it was one of
townships to erect a neat and commodious town house. Avon; the first postoffice

well supplied with schools, and

the

first

in the township,

was established April

20, 1840,

with Henry Warne as postmaster, was discontinued in 1845. but reestablished as Swinton,
July 24, 1849, with the same postmaster. The
first village settlement was at Canada Corners
where, about 1844 or '45, Eldridge Walker
opened a little store and soon the industries
He came from
of a village gathered about it.
Canada, as did the Wolcotts and Lindleys who
settled near, and thus it took the name Canada
Corners.
It
came to have two blacksmith
shops and a paint shop, a store, church, school
house, a number of homes, and a well-kept
cemetery.
In 1886-7 the Minneapolis & Northwestern
now the Chicago Great Western Railroad was
constructed across the township near its center, and the busy thriving station of Wasco
was located on the north half of Section 28,
and Lily Lake Station on the south half of 18,
Lily
a short half-mile from Canada Corners.
Lake village was platted May 9, 1887, by Renalwin Outhouse. Dairying has, for years, been
the principal industry, and fine herds of dairy
cows are found on nearly every farm of that
township.
The Hon. John Stewart's magnificent farm, of over 900 acres, is one of the finest
His
breeding establishments in any county.

—

Clydesdale horses, Polled Angus cattle, and
Ayreshire cows are the very choicest that
brains, experience and money can produce.
The lands of the township came into market

January

30, 1843.

"BONNIE DUNDEE."

St.

Dundee Township, No. 42, Range 8. is the
of Kane County, and in
making a "set off" to correct errors in the original government surveys, it is projected eastward of the other townships of the county about
a mile and a quarter. The river passes from
northeast township

north to south through the second and third
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west of

its

east line.

Thomp-

—and
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two sons-in-law, Thomas Deweese

which skirts a valley of singular
loveliness and remarkable fertility, emptying

and Thomas

into the river near the southeast corner of Sec-

or spring of 1836

tion 27, is the principal flowing brook, while

dition this settlement ever received, or probably

son's Creek,

from

its

romantic

hillsides,

many

springs sup-

ply brooklets of pure water delightfully cool
in summer, and in the coldest weather free
from ice for quite a distance from their source

—a

condition peculiarly attractive in the early
The current of Thompson's Creek had

days.

formed at its mouth a gravel bar reaching quite
across the river, which the pioneers thought
the best ford in the county at times of high

The

is very narrow and
bordered by higher and more
precipitate bluffs than in the lower townships,
while the small prairie lands in many places
extended to the river side.
The table lands
are high and quite hilly, presenting at many
points extensive views of great beauty.
The Government sale of lands in Dundee
Township opened on September 2, 1840. Jesse
H. Newman and Joseph Russell, from Virginia,
whose families had intermarried in their native State, came westward from the "Old Dominion" and located in La Porte County, Ind.
From there the two men, in a covered wagon,
prospected westward in the summer of 1834,
and early in October camped for the night on
the high bluff upon the west bank of Fox River
near the present beautiful cemetery at Dundee.
Whoever has viewed the charming landscape that environed them will not be surprised
that they resolved to seek no farther. Newman
staked a claim including their camp ground,
and Russell selected a location on the east bank
of the stream near Chief Nickowa's village in
"Granny Russell's hollow." They returned at
once to Indiana, and in April, 1835, came back
with their families, and first put up a cabin on
Newman's claim, where all lived while they

water.

extremely

river valley

fertile,

built Russell's log house, which stood for many
years just south of the brick yard. These were
the first white men's habitations in the county.
Mr. A. R. Dempster came to the new land in
May of that sarnie year, and during that season
John Jackson, the Hawleys, Mr. Burbank, Ben-

jamin

Irick,

Mr. Moore, Mr.

Van

Arsdell, George

Mr. Parker, and
possibly one or two others, settled in the neighborhood.
Mr. and Mrs. John Oatman, with
their nine sons
Joseph, Hardin, Clement, Jesse, Ira, William, James, John Jr.. and Pleasant
Tyler, Gen. George McClure,

—

daughter

—

L. Shields, together with another

all of

whom came

in the fall of 1835

— constituted

the strongest ad-

ever came to the county in one family.
The
names of eight of them appear among the subscribers for building the first river bridge,

ready referred

to,-

al-

and they furnished over one-

money for that important improvement. All of the Oatmans except Jesse and his
family moved south in 1849, there, as here, becoming leaders in the communities where they
settled.
John Oatman, Deweese and Shields
had Mark W. Fletcher survey and plat for
them the village of Dundee on the west bank of
Thomas H.
the river, on March 29, 1837.
Thompson located his claim in 1835, upon the
south half of Section 27, and built the beautiful
home which became the residence of the late
E. G. Ketchum, and with his sons at once became a strong factor in the development of

third of the

Lake

Precinct,

Dundee Township

and

Kane

County.
The year 1836 saw
to this settlement,

many strong accessions
among the arrivals of that

year being the Welch family, Henry Smith,
John Allison, Mr. Freeman, William Wilburn,
the Halls, Bucklins, Perrys, D. W. Bangs, the
Mannings, Ashbaughs, Calvin Tyler, Benjamin
Moore, and the first physician, Dr. Goodnow.
The names Dundee and Elgin, given beyond
doubt in loving remembrance for the old hymns
then so familiar, found in Burns' couplet from
the "Cotter's Saturday Night,"

"Perhaps Dundee's wild warbling accents rise,
Or noble Elgin beats the heavenward flame,"
proved very attractive to the sons and daughters of Auld Scotia, and A. R. Dempster was
soon joined by a number of strong families
from his beloved isle. We find near him and
Allison the Binnies, Cochranes, Alstons, Todds,
Hills, McCullucks, McNeils, Crichtons, Egglestons, Howies, Archibalds, Duffs, Fraziers, Griffiths, Campbells, Morrisons, McAllisters, Robert
and Allan Pinkerton, and others, and there was
never a more desirable class of settlers. The
last named, while prosecuting his trade as a
cooper, was appointed a Deputy Sheriff, and
skillfully detected and arrested "Old Craig," one
of the shrewdest counterfeiters of that time,
well loaded with spurious bills of the famous
Scotch financier, George Smith's "Wisconsin
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Fire and Marine Insurance Company's" Bank.
quit coopering and became the founder of
the great Pinkerton Detective Agency.

He

Probably the first persons drowned in the
Fox River were two boys about thirteen or fourteen years old, sons of James Howie and James
Sherrar,

who

in

"teetering"

their boat,

over-

turned it and were both drowned. Catharine
Dempster, daughter of A. R. Dempster and, in
womanhood, the wife of Malcolm M. McNeill,
who was born June 25, 1835, was doubtless the
first white child born in the township.
Thomas
Deweese's father died in October, 1836 the
first death
and the first marriage was that of
Captain Jamison, U. S. A., to a daughter of
Gen. George McClure, in 1837. The first school
was taught in 1837 by Amanda Cochrane, who
became the wife of Moses Wanzer. The first
preaching was undoubtedly by "Father Clark"
at General McClure's settlement in 1836, which
was very near the southeast corner of Section
26, then called McClure's Grove.
"Elder" Marshall Sherman the first of the
enterprising Sherman family Moses Wanzer,
David and John Mason, E. W. Austin, David
Corliss, the Hewitts and many other excellent
men settled upon the farms west of the river
in the last half of the 'thirties, and the Smiths,
Hawleys, Billiards, and others made equally
desirable claims on the east side. The Deweese
picturesque overshot mill, driven by water from
the abundant springs flowing from the high

—

—

—
—

bluff

upon the

grinding in the
lief

and delight

east

side of the

fall of 1837, to

the

of the settlers for

began

river,

immense

many

re-

miles

The Oatmans brought a small stock of
goods with them, and at once opened a little
store on the west side. Hardin Oatman opened
the first tavern, also, in 1838; David Hammer
kept the first grocery and the first tavern on
the east side. The Bosworths, Edwardses and
Carpenters came between 1837 and 1840 each
composing unusually enterprising families;
Daniel G. and Charles V. Carpenter located on
Sections 14 and 15 in 1837, and the Oatmans
and Shields built a dam and saw-mill here
about this time, which they finally sold to
George J. and S. H. Peck.
around.

—

The

village of Carpentersville was platted in
and incorporated in 1857. The Hon. Julius A. Carpenter was for many years the remarkably able leader in this- community, and
under his wise direction it developed some of
the finest manufacturing industries of the coun1851,

Dundee was quite exclusively a grain growing township, until the failure of the wheat crop
compelled a change; and it now claims to be
the best dairy township in the county.
ty.

ELGIN TOWNSHIP.
This is Township 41 North, Range 8 East of
Third Principal Meridan, lying between
Dundee and St. Charles. Tyler Creek takes its
name from the Tyler family who, in 1835, settled on Section 2 near the township line, and
about 1837 or '38, built a saw-mill on this
stream some forty rods below the crossing of
the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway.
This creek enters the township on Section 5,
runs southeasterly into Section 15 within about
a mile of the center of the township, where it
is joined on the Cox farm by a branch which
rises north of Udina and flows about midway
between the Burlington and Hampshire highways. At this point it swerves easterly a half
mile, and, turning an even semicircle, flows
sharply to the north past Illinois Park Addition to Elgin through Wing Park; and, in a
northeasterly course, returns again almost to
the north line of the township, where it describes another irregular half circle, flowing
southeasterly to the river.
Otter Creek or
the north branch of Ferson's Creek heads in
what was once quite a body of permanent water
lying on the Henry Sherman and Cyrus Larkin
farms, almost exactly in the center of the township, and within a mile of the long southerly
bend of Tyler Creek. The low land intervening
almost permits the water of the stream passing
the

—

to

—

the pond, and following this outlet to the
About a mile south of the Sherman

river.

Lake there used to be another pond on the
Douglas farm. These were both prairie ponds,
and the south two-thirds of this township,
from the river west as far as, and in places
beyond, Ferson's Creek, was prairie land and
well supplied with water. Nearly all the township east of the river was covered with woodland, as also were the western and northern
portions.

Soon after the arrival of Olds, the Giffords
and the Kimballs at what became the village of
Elgin, and of Drs. Joseph Tefft and Nathan Collins at Clintonville, as heretofore stated, farm
settlers began to appear.
Isaac Stone and E. K.
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Mann — young men from New Hampshire who

—

tailor;

Horace Benham, mill-wright.

had entered into a bachelor marriage were
perhaps the first to locate west from the river.
They staked their claim and built a log house

Patterson had a

near the center, now of Section 17 a little
over three miles west of the river, beside the
Indian trail that passed near the two peculiar
isolated rocks, which were a noted land mark.
Jonathan Tefft, Sr., with his family of energetic sons and daughters, and Joseph P. Corron also made claims in 1835, and became per-

erly portion of

—

manent

settlers.

Prom

this early date settlers

were constantly arriving and locating claims
until, at the date of the opening of the landsale, January 30, 1843. nearly, if not quite, every
acre in this township had been claimed or preempted. Among the excellent pioneer farmers
in the south and southwesterly sections were, P.
C.

Gilbert,

(who

Thomas

Mitchell,

Truman

Gilbert

platted the village of Clintonville), H. B.

Perkins, Caleb Kipp, Seth Stowell, John Pru-

Martin Switzer, George Stringer, George
French and Nathan E. Daggett.
Along the
Udina road had settled Asa Merrill, Sr., and
Gilman PL, Asa, Jr., Richard and Bazilla Merrill;
Aaron Mann and his sons, William R.,
Adin and Leonard, half-brothers of E. K. Mann;
Francis and Harriet (Mann) Weld, and their
sons, O. P., Dr. N. A., Newton F. and Salem E.;
Ezekiel Ballard and family, and Nathan G. Phillip, his son-in-law; Henry Sherman and Cyrus
Larkin; William Plummer and his sons; Joseph
Kimball and his sons and son-in-law, Hiram
den,

Wilson; Calvin Pratt, Almon Fuller, Gen. Elijah Wilcox and his sons. Solomon and Solomon

Harvey Hamilton and James Todd had located
on the more northerly roads; Cotton Knox, Sidney Heath, the Abbotts and others were near
the river. Asa Merrill's tavern at Udina, and
Joseph Kimball's tavern on the north road,
were doing a big business, while "Uncle Billy
Plummer" also offered excellent entertainment
for man and beast.
Within the village, beside
those mentioned in the general history of the
county,

we

find

among

the active

men

at this

Jason House, the first permanent blacksmith; Bernard Healy, the first harness maker;
Philo Sylla, George W. Renwick, Samuel Hunting, Augustus Adams and Alfred Hadlock, with
machinery and repair shops; George Hassan,
the first dairyman; Abel Walker, the first undertaker; John Smith, the first gunsmith; Vincent and John Lovell, George W. Kimball, the
first cabinet-maker; P. J. Kimball, Jr., the first
date,
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Philo S.
yellow grocery where the
stands.
In 1838 B. W. Ray-

little

Home Bank now
mond and S. Newton Dexter bought
thereafter

James

contributed

the north-

T. Gifford's claim,

greatly

to

the

and
pros-

Dr. Anson Root came
of the place.
about 1839 and purchased heavily of Gifford's
village and water rights, and became at once an
important factor in the community's development. He was a man of remarkable persistence and energy. William S. Shaw, Lewis S.
Eaton, Luther C. Stiles and Daniel S. Wilcox
were pioneer carpenters, David Longley. the
first wagon-maker, and I. P. Scott, the early-day
liveryman. George P. and E. E. Harvey, S. P.
Burdick, David Hunter, B. Hall, Burgess Truesdell,
Calvin Carr, Harvey Raymond, Philo
Hatch, Aaron Harwood, Halsey and Asa Rosen-

perity

kranz, John S. Calvert; W. W. Merrill, Whitman
Underwood, William Bellows, and a few others
were making homes in the village. Many times
more oxen than horses were in use upon the
streets, and an event of far greater general interest than any ordinarily transpiring now,
was the daily arrival and departure each way
of the stages plying between Chicago and Galena.
Hezekiah Gifford opened the first tavern
in the fall of 1836 in a log house which he
put up at the southwest corner of Villa and

Chicago
Street,
fronting on
Villa
Street,
and astonished the public by keeping no
whisky.
Charles Tibballs and William S.
Shaw built a frame tavern just south
The small
of it, called the "Eagle Hotel."
frame building, now standing close to Du Page
and Villa Street, was put up on the north side
of Du Page just south of the tavern and used
Hunting and Renwick built and
as a store.
operated a brick blacksmith shop where the
North of
Universalist church now stands.
them, and opposite the Eagle tavern, another
little store was opened, and next at the southeast corner of Villa and Chicago Streets, Dr.
Root built his two-story brick residence, in
whose upper rooms his daughter Mary, who became Mrs. Increase C. Bosworth, taught school.
Shaw and Tibballs later built a much larger
frame tavern called the "Elgin House," where
the Congregational church stands, and which
was excellently kept for ten or twelve years
by Tibballs. The stages stopped at the newest
of these taverns, as they were successively
erected.
William Humphrey kept the "Eagle"
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after Tibballs left

John

S.

it,

and

later

it

was run by

inexplicable reason the public lands in this and

where

Rutland Township were opened to entry and
sale on September 2, 1839, three years and four
months before the lands at the south and southeast of it came into market.
Zenas Allen, of
Vermont, father of Ethan J. Allen, once Sheriff
of the county and Adjutant of the Fifty-second
Illinois Infantry Regiment during the Civil
War, with a numerous family of children and
grandchildren, marked out a claim to a large
body of land in what became Sections 36 and 35,
and built the first cabin in the township near
where the school house now stands. A little later in the same year Thomas E. Whittemore,
of New Hampshire, and Samuel Hawley, of
Connecticut, arrived and made claims a few
miles farther toward the north and northwest.
Hawley's claim became, in the government surveys, a part of Section 28, and his patent issued on preemption certificate number 5,061,
dated May 20, 1841, signed by John Tyler, Presi-

Dr. Joseph Tefft lived

Calvert.

the City Hall stands, his barn fronting Spring
Street,

and his

office

was on Chicago

Street,

building beside it used as the postoffice.
Longley's wagon-shop was nearly opposite, and House's blacksmith shop was east of
James T.
it, nearer the corner of Villa Street.
Gifford established a brick yard east of Spring

with a

little

Street

between Du Page and Fulton Streets
named after his son Fulton),

(the latter street

and built a lime-kiln in the bank east of the
Dr. Root's house, the David Hunter
house (now Y. W. C. A.). B. W. Raymond's
store (now Leitner's market), and probably
Augustin Raymond's house now W. F. Sylla's
house) were built with brick and lime from this
kiln and yard.
This was nearly all there was of Elgin in
1840 except hopeful prospects. It was thought
that the broad part of Villa Street would accommodate the future business needs of the community. William C. and Samuel J. Kimball,
who were brothers, were leading in the improvements on the west side of the river.
There were at least three distinct families of
this name in the community, and not only were
the first birth, first death and first marriage
brick yard.

(

the village

in

all

in these families,

but Jona-

than Kimball was the first Justice of the Peace,
and Samuel J. Kimball the first constable
elected.
The gratifying growth and development of this prosperous city and township, during the early days, is briefly, but more generally, stated in

the history of the county.

dent, for the northeast quarter of said section,

by the Department of the Interior at
Washington, to be the first patent issued conveying land situated in Kane County.
The

is certified

northeast corner of this land adjoins the present
village of Hampshire. A few years later Allen
made another claim, a mile or two further north

on Section 23, where he lived with
John A. until his death. In 1837 and '38
Daniel Hall. William H. Seymour and S. A.
McApes took up claims still further north in
Sections 13 and 12, and gradually quite a settlement gathered around them, which came to
be spoken of as Hampshire, the name of the
township but more definitely as "Henpeck."
This was on the old stage road, and William
N. Humphrey, who bought the Eagle Tavern at
Elgin, of Tiballs and Shaw, sold it very early
in the 'forties to John S. Calvert and opened a
tavern here. E. A. Garland, a New Hampshire
man, also a tavern-keeper, transferred his location from West Elgin to a stage-road house
about one mile northwest of "Henpeck," where
the remainder of his life was spent. Eacb was
considered a good landlord.
Isaac Paddock
and William Trumbull, of New York; Stephen
Haviland, Hilda Coon, and John Aurand, from
Germany, were early settlers in and near this
community.
Lucien Baldwin and Samuel C.
Rowell, both from Vermont, took up claims in
an early day. The number of New England
of his

first,

his son

—

HAMPSHIRE TOWNSHIP.
Township

42,

Range

6

East,

township of Kane County.
Fox River watershed, and

is

the northwest

west of the
streams flow to

It all lies

its

Rock River. It was a beautiful region in
the early day, in the fact that almost its entire
surface was open woodland. It contained very
the

prairie and no body of heavy timber.
It
not level, yet in the whole township there
not a single incline long or steep enough to

little
is
is

The soil is fertile and
and every part of the township is well supplied with water.
From the east and south,
four or five spring brooks flow westerly and
northwesterly to the Coon Creek.
For some
fairly be called a hill.

deep,

people among these pioneers readily explains
the preference for the name of the township.
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The Rev. Robert Williams, a New Hampshire
man, was the first resident preacher. There
was immense teaming clone over the stage
roads in the decade preceding the first railway.
So old Hampshire became a noted camping
place, not only for teamsters but for settlers

seeking locations, and it became the temporary
stopping place, where pioneers camped while
prospecting the country.
From one to three
score wagons in camp was no unusual sight at
this place.

John Aurand was the forerunner of a large
number of excellent German families, who did
much to improve and enrich this fine township.
Among them were the Reins, Leitners, Klicks,
Garlicks,

Wertweins,

Getzelmans,

Widmiers,

Waidman, Peter Johnnin, John
Blazer, and others. One of the most quaint and
conspicuous was John Wales, a brother of Mrs.
Aurand, who was one of the first storekeepers,
Hausleins,

and

earliest Justices of the

Peace in the town-

friend.

knew him and was his
When an old man he spent some years

among

the Blackfoot Indians near the Canada

Everybody

ship.

border, and although they were then accounted

the most cruel of the tribes, he declared them
Among
to be his kind and faithful friends.
the early and useful families we find in this
township the Dotys, Isbell, Patchens, Reed, Terwilligers. Bell, Lyon, Hogeboom, Weed, Bean,
Williams, DeWitt, and the Baldwins.
Hampshire has furnished three County Sheriffs,

viz.:

Adjt.

Brown and

N.

Ethan

J.

S. Carlisle.

James C.
The present Repre-

Allen, Capt.

KANEVILLE TOWNSHIP.
Kaneville Township, in the western tier of
townships, is the second from the south line of
tne county. It embraces Town 39, Range 6, in
the government surveys, and today is one of
the richest, most productive and handsomest

townships in the county.
sidered

Fassett,

and incorporated in

trustees,

elected

November

9.

was not

so con-

way

into the new country as far as NaperAfter delivering the oxen, Miner walked
to this grove and staked out a claim on its
south side before returning to his family. He
ville.

first

it

1837, came from his settlement in Sugar
Grove and took possession of it. In October,
1836, Amos Miner drove an ox-team that M.
Sperry, of Blackberry, had purchased of Levi
Leach, an emigrant with whom Miner had made

his

Its

in

in

H. Backus, is the banker at Hampshire, the
only village in the township. The village was
platted October 22, 1874, by Andrew J. Willing
1876.

But

the earliest

days of the country's
settlement, for the pioneers were fond of woods
and hills, and this portion of the new country
seemed a low prairie, save a little woodland in
the northeast, and a grove near the center, so
isolated that they called it Lone Grove.
The
two branches of Big Rock Creek head respectively in the eastern and the western portions
of Kaneville, in wide low bottom lands, that,
before settlement, grew rank high grass, and
were too wet to be attractive. Each of the first
two land claimants were drawn to Lone Grove
by the view they had of this body of timber
across the prairie from Blackberry. Job Isbell,
an unmarried man, noticed this grove in passing to a claim his brother James had made in
Blackberry; and in the fall of 1835 went across
the prairie to it, staked out a claim and built
a little log shack.
Returning to Ohio, however, he died there, and the claim was abandoned until renewed by his brother James, who,

sentative in the State Legislature, Hon. Charles

and Ceylon A.
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must have gone

six or eight miles at least
across the wild country from any sign of human

ley,

The next spring he brought his
wife and daughter Rosaline, in some way, to
the "claim" and put up a shack in which they

fine dairy township,

managed

187fi,
were S. C. Rowell, President; J. S.
Wyckoff, Secretary; Philip Doty, E. W. Whelp-

Hervey Ruin and A. R. Freeman. It is a
and in the village there is
a brick and tile yard, grinding mill, pickle factory, and other minor industries.

The first white child born in the township
was Jane A. Seymour, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. William H. Seymour, born in 1840. The
first school house was built a little later on the
west half of Section 10, about where the "Bean"

now

Zenas Allen, T. C.
Whittemore and Samuel Hawley were the first
School Trustees in 1842.
school house

stands.

habitation.

for

his

to live.

distant

He had no
neighbors,

team, and worked
splitting

rails

in

winter and harvesting in summer, sometimes
as far distant as Naperville, to pay for a little
breaking, a cow, seed, tools, and a team living
as best they could, sometimes the wife and
child utterly alone during the whole week. He

—

would buy on time and pay in work, until he
succeeded in establishing a home and getting a
team. It is said that he split 2,500 rails to pay
for breaking his first five acres of land, and
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that he raised upon the sod, corn, beans, buck-

wheat and vegetables enough

to

subsist

his

family until the next crop. Thirty years later
he had a splendid farm of over 600 acres, including a third of the beautiful grove and the
broad rich prairie land south of it, with a habitation and home of abundant comfort and delight.
The first birth in the township was that
of his daughter Mary, who married Robert Alexander of Campton. She was born November
Isbell and Miner's family were the
27, 1837.
only residents of the township until Alfred
Churchill came in the fall of 1837.
John B.

Moore had

and made a claim
he sold to Mr. Churchill. His daughter
Moore and James Isbell were married
ary 24, 1838 the first wedding in the

which
Sarah

just arrived

—

Februtown-

ship.

The first school in the township was
taught in 1839 by Miss Fayetta R. Churchill, in
her father's house, and she also taught the
opening school in the first log school house
of the township, which was built near the center of Section 22.
Her father procured the establishment of the first postoffice at Avon, and
was its Postmaster. He was an unusually ca-

man of whom mention
general history of the county.
pable

is

made

in

the

This daughter
became the wife of David Hanchett, another
of the very best of the early settlers of the
township. Indeed the trinity of Davids David
Hanchett, David W. Annis and David Snyder
whose fine farms covered these rich bottom
lands in the southern part of the township, is
one very rarely equaled. Mr. Annis and his
young wife came to the county in 1836 or '37
from Stratford, Vt, the place of their nativity,
and soon after settled for life in Kaneville
Township. Integrity, intelligence, energy and

—

economy constituted the invincible equipment
which they brought to the new frontier home
with very little else save youth and health.
But these are forces that invariably win in the
battles of life. None did more than they in advancing all the interests of the community, and
none were held in higher honor and esteem.
Forty years later they

who

are

among

the

left

their descendants,

county's

best citizens, a

patrimony of 1,800 acres of the choicest lands
in the Garden State. The McNairs, Inmans and
David Wentworth came in 1838. The government sale of the land in this township opened
January 30, 1843, and owing to the distrust of
prairie land, considerable of it remained un-

claimed as late as 1845. But again the last
proves to be the best. There is little doubt
that, for purely agricultural purposes, that is
the choicest township in the county. Beside its
heavy dairying interests, stock-raising and
feeding are still a prominent branch of business.
Kaneville has the least railway of any
township in the county; yet is well supplied
with shipping facilities with convenient stations in the southern, eastern, and northern
portions.

Kaneville, the only village and postoffice in

township, early became quite a business
It is very pleasantly located
at the crossing of the two main highways leading from the river towns and roads, the one
northwesterly and the other southwesterly, each
of which is a much frequented thoroughfare;
and whoever even passes through this delightful
country hamlet, retains an impression
and memory of neat and orderly thrft. of
abundance and comfort, and quiet elegance
The Rev.
that it is very pleasant to recall.
Thomas Ravlin purchased the claim to the
the

and

social center.

upon which the village is located
in 1845, and then procured
John Bunker
his title from the Government.
was the first magistrate, elected in 1845 under
prairie land

of Willard

the

old.

Inmann

precinct

organization.

Needham

N.

Ravlin was the first postmaster. The application for the establishment of the postoffice suggested the name "Royalton," and was sent to
"Long John" Wentworth, the Member of Congress.
Upon examination it appeared that an
office with that name already existed in the
State, and without further consultation, Wentworth changed the name to Kaneville. which
proved so satisfactory that it was adopted for
the township name also. R. W. Acres was the
N. N.
first Supervisor of the township in 1850.
Ravlin was elected to this office in 1857, and
with two intermissions of only one year each,
he was reelected to that most important town
office until 1887, serving nearly thirty years:
and for over twenty years the Board of SuperGovernor
visors chose him as its chairman.
Oglesby appointed him a member of the State
Board of Equalization in 1867-8, and he was a
member of the Twenty-eighth General Assembly.

In 1852 a hotel was opened here by William
and a store by Mr. Goodwin. Convenient
shops, neat churches, school house and town
hall, and pleasant homes soon clustered around
Hall,
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central

this

The

location.

village

plat

was

August, 1861, by Thaddeus Hoyt. Mr.
F. L. Young, an old settler in Blackberry and
Kaneville Townships, has tor many years been
a resident of this pleasant village. His neighbors have kept him busy with public affairs, as
Highway Commissioner, Town Clerk, Assessor,
School Director, Justice of the Peace, and the
like, and the people of the county hold him in
such confidence that for seven successive years,
from 1879 to 1886, they elected him County
Treasurer.
The first death in the township was that of
John B. Moore, and the second that of Rev.
Thomas Ravlin, on September 6, 1846, who was
the first to be buried in the Kaneville ceme-

made

in

tery.

PLATO TOWNSHIP.
Plato Township embraces

Town

41,

Range

7,

west of Elgin and east of Burlington.
Because of the diverging correctional
range line, run by the Government Surveyor
between the townships numbered 41 and 42, all
its north row of sections, as well as those of
Elgin and Burlington, are fractional. Its west
line is on the summit of the divide between the
Rock and Pox Rivers, and its three or four
small spring brooklets, or lowland drains, flow
to the creeks emptying into the Fox. They furnished in the early days an abundance of good
water for household and stock, conveniently
distributed over a large portion of the township.
Chicken Grove, near the southwest corner, was
a body of fine heavy timber, principally oak of
several varieties; but there was also considerable hickory, maple, black-walnut, and butternut.
The old trail of the Indians and of General
Scott's army, passed diagonally entirely across

and

it.

lies directly

The general surface

is

quite level, yet

suffic-

The
and small tracts of alternating

iently undulating to afford good drainage.
soil is excellent

woodland and prairie rendered

it

an inviting

region to the pioneers. Prospecting, doubtless,
along the army trail, and probably attracted by

the neighboring grove, John Griggs and his son
John Griggs, Jr., located claims along the southwest part of Chicken Grove, on land that became part of Sections 35 and 36 in this Town-

summer

They were upmen, and they and
their descendants have ever been active and
ship, in the

of 1835.

right, energetic, intelligent

715—7

7i5

influential in local and county affairs.
John
Griggs was appointed by Governor Ford one of
the judges of the first election in the county in
1836.
He was the first Treasurer of the new
county, and the first Justice of the Peace in his
precinct. He kept the first tavern in the town-

ship and at

held the office of first postmaster.
another able and honorable man,
just attaining his majority, came during the
same year, and located an excellent claim adjoining Griggs but extending north toward the
trail, October 23, 1838.
He married Miss Nancy
Perry, daughter of Mr. George Perry of Campton
we must remember that there were no
townships then, and no surveyed lines of roads
or lands
and they were the first couple marThey were each as
ried in these settlements.
handsome, in all manly and womanly endowTheir son,
ment, as one need wish to see.
Abijah A. Lee, born September 4, 1839, was the
Mr.
first white child born in the township.
Lee's original claim of two quarter-sections,
was added to, until he owned 940 acres of mag-

John

it

S. Lee,

—

—

nificent land.

He was

first

elected Justice of

the Peace in 1840, and served nine years. He
was first elected Supervisor and served twelve

and for forty years he served as a School
His first son, Abijah A., is now an
Assistant Supervisor from Elgin Township.
Such records indicate something of the character of the first settlers of the township, and
equally strong men have succeeded them. Their
first grists were ground near Naperville, and
a little later at Boardman's mill south of Batavia, and their tracks to and from the mill
marked the route of the stage road from St.
Charles toward Galena, beside which Grigg's
tavern long stood. Dr. Latimer S. Tyler and
Marcus and John Ranstead the latter becomyears,

Director.

—

ing in later years a member of the State Legcame in 1836 and settled on Section
islature

—

12.

During the period between 1838 and 1840
came Dr. Daniel Pingree, William Hanson,
Thomas Burnidge and others. At the general
election in 1844 at the "Washington Precinct,"
which included Plato, we find the following
John Griggs, John Griggs,
voters registered:
Jr., John S. Lee, Joseph S. Burdick, Lemuel
Wolsey, Solomon Ellis, Morris Gutchis, Pardon Taber, George W. Spruce, Thomas Matteson, James Ingalls, Charles Thrall, George P.
Harvey, Edward Burnidge, Thomas Burnidge,
Edward Burnidge. Jr., Stephen Archer, Michael
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Detro,

mon

Mark Ranstead, James Mitchell, SoloW. Hodge, John S. Lee, Na-

Ellis, Jr., A.

James Morey, William S. Peck,
Benjamin Hall, William D. Peck, James Brown,
Baldwin Wright, Josiah Mitchell, Alson Banker,
Thomas Clark, Solomon Wright, Benjamin
Fuller, Benjamin F. Gage, Harvey Gage, Marley Gage, William Sanders and Lorenzo MitchThis was so soon after the "land sale" that
ell.
these can well be named as old settlers. As the
voting precincts were arranged in 1836, the
thaniel Ladd,

lands of this township lay in Pleasant Grove,
Lake and Sandusky Precincts. It became a
part of Fairfield in 1840 and of Washington in
Later it was called Homer, and, at the
1843.

adjustment of Congressional townships, it
Plato. The name seems pleasant to the
people, for every hamlet of the township ever
has been and is "Plato" something thus
Plato Center, North Plato, Plato Corners and
East Plato. It is a fine prosperous dairy township. The Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad cuts across the northeast corner, and Mcfinal

became

—

Queen Station, with

tile

its

factory,

is

just

Pingree Grove, with its
within its limits.
brick and tile yards, is just over the border in
Rutland Township, and East Plato and Plato
are thriving stations on the Chicago
Center
Great Western Railroad, which follows the general line of the old army trail diagonally across
Its first school was taught by
the township.
Charlotte Griggs in 1840, at Plato Corners,
old stage road on Section 35. The
church organization was the Methodist,
and they were holding services in the combined school house and town hall at Plato Cen-

down on the
first

ter as early as 1848.

RUTLAND TOWNSHIP.
Rutland, embracing

Town

42,

Range

7,

is

of

course, the central one of the north tier of town-

ships of the county.

It

is

very

difficult to ob-

tain authentic information regarding the detail
of the original

government surveys

Kane County; but

of the lands

appears quite certain,
that the south line of the north tier of townships was not established, technically, as a correctional line to bring the variant lines back to
their true positions and courses, but rather
that, while surveys were in progress northward
from the foundation Base Line, nearly 250
in

it

miles* south of here, a new sub-base line was
carefully laid from the meridian line eastward;

and from this as a

base, township lines were
surveyed to the north. It is certain that the
land in these three townships, as well as in McHenry County, was surveyed before the balance of Kane County. The sections in these
townships, thus being laid off at the opening
of new surveys, should be even without fractions; while we know that, as the surveys from
the far south reached this new line, they had
so converged toward the meridian line as to be
over a mile out of their true course to the
north, causing the "jog" eastward, and the
range lines had taken so wide a northward
trend that they left heavy fractions in the last
tier of sections south of this sub-base line.
The surface of this township was far more
broken into knolls and short ranges of hills
some of them quite high, and with deep sloughs
and water-holes between than any other por-

—

which greatly retarded its
early occupation. Nearly all the dry land was
covered with oak openings, but there was no
real timber land in the township. A few choice
spots were taken at an early day; yet there
was land subject to entry in this township more
than ten years after the early date at which it
was placed on public sale. Its lands came into
market with those of Hampshire. September 2,
1839.
The meandering brooks that drain it
can scarcely be traced to any distinctive head;
but the branches of those which flow to the
Kishwaukee in a northwesterly course, can be
followed, respectively, to what was a large pond
on the southeast quarter of Section 30, near
Sunset Station, and the other to what were
tion of the county,

sloughs near the center of Section 21. while
there was another brook flowing in the same
direction from near the center of Section 11.
The one arm of Tyler Creek reached to the
sloughs in the neighborhood of Pingree Grove,
and the other to those about Gilbert Station.
There was quite a pretty prairie lake near the
center of the line between Sections 1 and 2. and
another, called Lake Killarney. amid the hills

on the east half of Section 15.
About the winter of 1852 the contractors,
grading the road-bed of the old Galena & Chicago Union Railroad, made a fill of six or eight
feet across a frozen slough, a mile or so northwest of Gilberfs. When the frost came out of
the ground the next spring, the embankment
sank through the vegetable mold, or crust..
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that had formed over a hidden lake, and the
company had a canal instead of a railroad

embankment.

Many

pickerel,

some

of

them

inches long, besides other fish,
were caught in this canal. It was very deep,
and it proved an expensive job to fill it. While
the road was being built, a temporary track
fully eighteen

laid around this canal on the northeast,
over which the trains passed while the filling
was being done. A number of the cars used
ran off the dump and were lost in the deep
The hill skirted by the temporary
water.
track was all put into this hole, as was also a
large portion of the hill at the northwestern
end of the canal. Passengers on the railway
can now readily observe the evidences of this

was

heavy work.
of the township was
generally by native Americans and a
few Germans, the central portion from southeast to northwest by Scotch-Irish and Irish,

The southwest portion

settled

and the northeast part by Scotch and AmeriEvelyn R. Starks prospected along the
cans.

army trail (then but three years after the army
passed over it as an old Indian trail), from the
home of a friend who had settled near NaperThe Indians were
ville, in the fall of 1835.
Starks was then
still here, and nobody else.
twenty-two years old, and the lonely trip of
young man may be imagined, and shows
the spirit of the pioneers. Nobody knows how
this

much time he spent in prospecting, but he
searched until he found a beautiful body of
rich prairie land sheltered by excellent wood
land on the west-northwest, and sloping gently
toward the south and east, with a fine pool
of clear water half encircled by a fine tree-covered bank. Here he made a well marked claim
and returned to his friends for the winter.
Early the following spring he was back upon
his claim making improvements, and was soon
joined by his uncle, Elijah Rich, who entered
the lands south of Starks' claim.
"When the
government surveys were made, their claims
were on the south half of Sections 29 and 30
and the north half of 31. No better pioneers
than they came to the county; and no finer
farms can be found than the ones on which
they lived and died. Solomon Gage made his
pleasant home near them, and here the school
house, cemetery and Sunset for Stark) Station
is located.
Hemerick, Daum, Widener, Smithing, Hauslein and other Germans settled north
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In the early days Mason Sherburn
kept a tavern on the old stage-road, a couple
of miles north, near the center of Section 18
and about a mile east of "Henpeck," and this
was strongly suspected to be a hiding place
for the bold horse-thieves that infested the country about 1850.
Nathaniel Crampton, Noble
King and a Mr. Seymour came in 1836, and
Francis and Straw Pingree in 1837. Rev. Andrew and Dr. Daniel Pingree both unusually
strong, useful men joined their brothers here
in 1838.
The Pingrees took large bodies of
land to the east of Starks, and established the
Pingree Grove postofflce and station.
During
the same year Andrew McCornack came with
of them.

—

—

his fine family, the vanguard of the host of
sturdy Scotch-Irish Presbyterians who were to
follow.
Thomas and William Moore and William Lynch (the latter, because of his small

stature

called

"Wee" Lynch), the

Christies,

Eakins, McQueens, Sheddens, and others joined this vigorous element
of the population. The Fraziers, Stevens, Tazewells, Thomas Rich, Oliver Plummer and William Bellows were also settlers in the early
development of this township. Mr. John Hunter ("Uncle Johnny") was a noted and useful
man, an excellent and successful farmer, and
Rileys,

Atchinsons,

Northeast of these came
Solon, McFarlan, Patrick, Thomas and Brian O'Brien, Long, Murphy, Galligan, Hays, Freeman. Owen Burk,
Welch Dwyre, Hayden, Devine, Costello, Clinnin and others from the Emerald Isle. They
settled in what was called "the Barrens," and
by industry, thrift, and good sense, converted
it into a region of productive farms and happy
homes.
Northwest of them were located the
Duffs, Binnies and Ashbaughs, among the old

an active
Clinton,

politician.

Caton,

Tobin,

settlers.

The name "Rutland" was suggested by
Starks,

the

first

E. R.

Supervisor of the township.

Adelia, daughter of Elijah Rich, was the first
white child born in the township, and the first
death was that of his mother, Hannah Rich.
Her grave was the first in the Stark cemetery.
Starks was the first Justice of the Peace, and in
1839 he performed the first marriage ceremony
in the township for Lewis Bandall and Miss
Brady.
The first church was erected by the
Catholics near the cemetery, about a mile and a

half southeast of Gilbert's,

Elijah Wilcox and

as early as 1846.

Andrew Pingree bought

the
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Gilbert farm and platted the tillage in 1855,
and Andrew and Hannah Pingree platted the
Pingree Grove Village in 1882, upon the line of
the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad.

ST.
St.

CHARLES TOWNSHIP.

Charles is the center one of the eastern
townships in the county, embracing
Its lands were first offered
40, Range 8.

tier of five

Town

Government on June 6, 1842, all
having been practically claimed and preempted
for sale by the

before that date. The east, bank of the river
was nearly covered by the heavy oak, hickory,
maple, ash, black walnut and butternut timber
of the "Little
fertile prairie

Wood."
on

its

The

low, level, but very

eastern border stretched

away

across the old army trail into Du Page
County, while a little south of the center of the
township, lightly connected with the woods by
open woodland, was a beautiful body of stately
forest called "Round Grove." The two arms of
Norton Creek, which unite near the centers of
Sections 14 and 23, half encircle this fine grove,
and from this junction flow to the river near
the center of Section 15. Lewis Norton built a
saw-mill on this stream about 1845, but as he
was one of the volunteers for the Mexican War,
very little sawing was done at the mill. Further north the prairie is drained by the small
streams that meet near the dividing line of
Sections 1 and 12, forming Brewster Creek, on
which Charles Brewster, son of "Father" B.

W. Brewster, operated a saw-mill
days.
Passing near Wayne, the

in the early

old Indian
General Scott's army approached the river on "the divide" between
these streams. West of the river there was a
fringe of woodland along its bank and along
Ferson Creek, the western part of the county
being beautiful rolling prairie land. Near the
north line of Section 11 the river makes a broad
sweeping curve to the west and a half mile
north of west, following this course about a
mile and a half, when it swings away to the
south again near the center of the township.
In the broad channel of its northwestward
course lie five separate islands well above the
ordinary flow of the water. The half encircled
promontory-like bluff is bold and high, and was
densely covered with heavy forest trees, including many sugar maples.
On the high
trail

followed

by

northwesterly and westerly bank of the stream,
at and below the second bend, stood stately
great white oak trees, under whose broad
spreading branches glimpses of the prairie land
to the west could be seen. Two rippling brooks
from the highlands above had cut their channels down to the underlying bed of limestone
rock, and near the highway fell in little shimmering cascades toward the rivei*.
As early as 1834 the beauty of this location
and the evident fertility of its soil attracted
Rice Fay, a strong, enterprising man who settled and long resided upon Section 3, and subsequently erected thereon the fine, substantial
stone dwelling, since occupied by the Keating
family.
Soon a blacksmith shop was opened
by the river roadside, two or three small stone
houses were built and a little store established,
and the settlement became known as Fayville.
In 1836 the Rev. D. W. Bllmore entered a
claim west and south of Captain Fay's. He laid
plans for the location here of a large industrial training school, and in 1851. with these
plans in view, platted a village called Asylum.
He also had a bill for the incorporation of his
school introduced in the Legislature; but his
sudden death by lightning, on July 29, 1854,
.ended these philanthropic efforts of a cultured,
Three postbroad-minded Christian pioneer.
offices
Fayville, Silver Glen and Riverside
have been established and discontinued at this
place.
Quite extensive lime kilns were opened
here in the early days.
The different branches of Ferson Creek enter
the northwestern corner of the township, and
with numerous curves and windings, serving
to water and drain many farms, find the river
near the southeast corner of Section 21. There
were a few red cedar trees on the rocky banks
of the streams, besides extensive deposits of
excellent gravel and sand on the higher knolls
along Brewster, Norton and Ferson creeks,
which are now of value. In the spring of 1834,
Evan Shelby and William Franklin, brothersin-law, followed the army and Indian trails to
a beautiful location near the Fox River, where
they marked claims and built a log cabin, and
in August of that year Mrs. Franklin came with
her two children. Elijah Garton with his wife
and six children, and John W. Gray, his sonin-law; Mr. and Mrs. Albert Howard, with

—

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Steward
and four children (a most surprising party of

six children;

emigrants) arrived at Round Grove,

it is

said,
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Friend Marks and family,
on May 8, 1834.
William Arnold, John M. and Alexander Laughlin; Walter Wilson, with his sons, John C. and
Thomas, and his son-in-law, Thomas Barlan;
Mrs. Moses Young, with her sons Samuel, Stephen, Joel and Daniel C, and her daughter
Jerusha; Robert Moody, J. T. Wheeler, John
Kittridge (after whom Dr. Kittridge Wheeler,
D.

D.,

the

distinguished

Baptist

divine,

is

named), Nathan Perry, William Welch (who
settled on the army trail beside Brewster Creek,
on what became Section 1), and his son-in-law,
Tucker; William Wilson, Melvin Marsh and
James Davis all came this first year, and the
most of them entered land along the east side
It is said that a settler named
Crandall built a cabin on the west side near
Captain P. H. Bowman's residence in 1834.
Three of the most active and enterprising men
who have contributed to the progress of the
town and county Solomon Dunham, Mark W.
Fletcher and Calvin Ward came in 1835, as
also did Charles B. Gray, Bphraim and O. W.
Perkins, Warren Tyler and his son Ira, Daniel

of the timber.

—

—

Marvin, the first blacksmith, and many others.
In this year the first school was opened in a
part of Warren Tyler's double log house, standing where the "Western Enterprise" tavern was
afterward built.
It was taught by Miss Pru-

dence Ward, who, in serene old age, still survives, crowned with the glory of a long life of
Christian kindliness and exemplary usefulness.
In 1835 Friend Marks performed the first roadwork in the county by marking and improving
a wagon track past his cabin (which was the
It is said
first tavern) to Herrington's Ford.
that Garton and Howard drove their ox-teams
to the Wabash settlement after supplies for
these pioneers in the winter of 1834-5, which
was unusually severe, the mercury during their
trip ranging lower than twenty degrees below
zero.
J. M. Laughlin has stated that in June,
1835, he drove to Chicago with two yoke of
oxen which had to swim in crossing the Des

little

and

colony.

Stephen Young died

May

8th,

said that, at his funeral, the Rev. Mr.

it is

Perry,
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a Congregational

clergyman,

preached

That fall
the township.
Alzina Garton, twin sister of Mrs. Gray, died
the

sermon

first

in

and was buried at Round Grove.
Crowds of settlers came in 1836. Among
them were John Gloss, the Bairds and the
Howards (Frances Christmas Baird was born
on December 25 of that year), Zebina Brown,
George Parker, J. H. Andrus, James T. Durant
(whose brother, Bryant, arrived the next year),

Nathan H. Dearborn,

Dr. Whipple, Dr.

Horace Bancroft (the

Nathan

postmaster,
who, four years later, refused to continue in
office under General Harrison's Whig administration), Asa Hazeltine, Valentine Randall,
Collins,

first

Major W. G. and Smith Conklin. Amos N.
Locke and Bela T. Hunt. During this year
plans for utilizing the water power, and laying
out and improving the village were matured,
and in large measure carried forward. About
this date excellent families were also settling
in the northwest portion of the township, prominent among whom were Joel Harvey, James O.
Burr, Mark Bisbee and Garritt Norton, each of
whom established farms that have been models
of thrift and productiveness.

Among
the

all

names

these early settlers will be noticed
who have contributed

of families

very largely to the development and prosperity
Famous campof the township and county.
meetings have been held, from the very earliest
times, in the beautiful glades of the timbered
lands bordering the eastern line of the township. St. Charles is one of the most prosperous
dairy districts of the county, and its later development forms an important part of the progress of the county.

'

and that the level land, from Oak
Ridge in, was entirely covered with water.
In January, 1835, J. T. Wheeler and Jerusha
Young were married at the home of Gideon
Young, who then lived at Naperville. J. M.
Laughlin and Emily Garton were married at
Elijah Garton's the same month; Dean Ferson
and Prudence Ward were married in "Charlestown," as it was then called, on September 14,
Death, as well as Love, was busy in the
1835.
Plaines,

SUGAR GROVE TOWNSHIP.
38 North, Range 7 East, forms the
middle of the tier of three southern towns of
the county, and if people interested in the
county will only remember that its southern
line of townships constitute the Thirty-eighth
North of the Base Line, and that its western
tier are in the Sixth Range East of the Meridian
Line, they will have no difficulty in accurately
locating any tract of land of which they have
the government description. Of the ten agricultural townships in the county, no one can

Township
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authoritatively

Yet

best.

this

one to be the
claimed for Sugar
any, will doubt that it is at

declare
is

either

often

Grove, and few, if
Lying directly
"as good as the best."
west of the populous and wealthy city of Aurora, whose western limit is but a mile and a

least

half from the township line, and closely con-

nected by highways as good as the city streets,
the stimulus of the wealth and culture
of the metropolis, and its land values are probably the highest of any in the towns away from
it feels

northeasterly portion along Lake
is well covered with
excellent woodland, portions of which, in the
early days, was heavy timber and the remain-

the river.

Its

Run and Blackberry Creek

der

—about

two-thirds

of

the

township

—was

beautiful prairie, with a skirt of timber at the

southwest bordering a branch of the Big Rock
Every foot of the soil is very fertile,
Creek.
and well supplied with pure, excellent water;
and the abundance and convenience of wood and
water, together with the handsome "lay of the
land," was very attractive to the pioneers seeking homes in a delightful region of absolutely
unoccupied country, where they had "all out
of doors" to choose from.
Very early in the spring of 1834, Asa McDole
left his home in the State of New York, and
started alone to explore the Far West.
In
Wood County, Ohio, he camped for the night
with James and Isaac C. Isbell (brothers),

Parmeno

Isbell (a cousin), James Carman, and
an elderly man named Bishop, who had just
left Medina County, Ohio, for the same purpose.
They had arranged for a third brother, Lyman
Isbell, whose wife was Carman's sister, to join
them when they had found a satisfactory location, and bring on the family, consisting of
Lyman's wife and two children, Mother Isbell
and her daughter Miranda. Of course McDole
joined them.
They had two ox-teams, some
axes and a few implements, a little food, blankets, etc., and each man had a flint-lock musket.
The muskets were as serviceable for "flashing
powder in the pan" and so starting a fire for
matches were scarce, if not unknown, in those
days as they were for shooting game.
The
Isbells also had four cows. This was April 27.
Journeying westward they crossed the Fox
River at Oswego, where there was one cabin on
each side of the river, and thence pushed on
nearly northward across the trackless country,
until on the 10th of May, when, having camped
in a most beautiful grove of maple trees near

—

—

made up their minds
nothing more desirable could be found.
They saw plain indications that the Indians had
been accustomed to making sugar from these
trees, and here they found an abandoned Indian tepee, or shack, which they used while
building, for immediate shelter, the first cabin
erected in the township. Next they constructed
for the expected family quite a commodious
and comfortable log house farther north and
west, near the line of Sections 10 and 9. Each
was made entirely of wood "from the tree,"
and with very few and simple tools. In July
Lyman arrived with the families, driving the
first horse team that was brought into the
county.
They marked a number of choice
claims, and were doubtless the only whites
west of the river until Joseph Ingham came in
the following winter, and settled lower on the
Blackberry below its junction with Lake Run.
The next spring his son Cyrus Ingham came
with his father's family.
These were Oneida
County, New York, people of the best quality.
Joseph's brother, Samuel Ingham, came four
years later with his excellent family, and took
up a large tract of land. The brothers, with
their descendants, have always been active promoters of all worthy enterprises, have filled
many public positions, and maintained high
standing and wide acquaintance throughout
the county. Harry White, Asa and Rodney McDole, William A. Tanner and Theophilus Wilson names as familiar as household words in
the county came also in 1835, but Rodney McDole, after locating his claim, returned to Menard County for the bride he had married in
January of that year. He came back in the
spring of 1836, and lived to be the oldest settler in the township.
In 1833 or '34 he carried
a chain for "A. Lincoln, surveyor," in Sangamon County, it is said, and over twenty years
later the great President was glad to meet and
greet his former chainman and friend.
a pleasant stream, they

that

—

—

A number

of other settlers

came

in that sea-

son, and, in the spring of 1836, Silas Reynolds,

Lorin Inman, Samuel Taylor, Silas Gardner,
H. Palmer. Samuel Cogswell, Isaac
Gates, Joseph Bishop and Silas Leonard were
located here. James Judd and H. B. Dinsmore
The next year (1837)
also came in this fall.
Ira H. Fitch and family, including his parents,
took up a claim that became a part of Section
32, and opened a blacksmith shop in connection with his farm. The hamlet called Jericho

Nathan
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gathered about this settlement. John Morris,
the Austin family, Captain Jones, Reuben Johnson, Charles Simmons, Ezekiel Mighell and P.
Y. Bliss, and doubtless a number of others,

came

also

in

1837.

Mr. Bliss built a frame

building near the northwest corner of Section
10, in

the

and "Father" Clark preached here
sermon in the township. In June,

1838,

first

1839, Mr. Bliss put in a stock of merchandise,
and this first store in the town, it was said,
drew trade from Dundee to Yorkville, and from
Warrenville to Shabbona Grove. His business
for a time seemed to overshadow that of any
merchant on the river. Mr. Bliss has stated
that, in going from his place to Geneva in 1838,
he passed not a building, fence, furrow or sign
of human habitation or occupation, and that
the wooden court house, built by Col. R. J.
Hamilton, was the first indication of settlement to be seen. To indicate the generous feel-

ing of neighborly helpfulness that prevailed,
he said that one morning Isaac C. Isbell called
at his store and told him he meant to kill a
beef on the following Saturday morning, and
wished Bliss would tell any of the neighbors
whom he happened to meet to come to his place
and get a piece of the meat; and that, when
they came, they found the dressed quarters of
beef, with a knife and hatchet by a block, ready
for each to take such portion as he wished.
The township has always been noted for its
educational zeal.
Schools and circulating libraries were established at an early day and
The first library, opened
steadily maintained.
in the winter of 1843, came to contain 264 volumes of the best literature. It was kept at the
home of S. G. Paul on Section 16. Another
whose books reached about 500 in number,
passed to the unique school in District No. 7,
so long and ably presided over by Prof. F. H.
Hall. This school, in its best estate, was largely the product of the philanthropic zeal and
enthusiasm of Thomas Judd, an early settler,
to whose efforts the county owes much of its
progress.
His statistics regarding the productive capacity of the country, greatly encour-

aged the builders of the pioneer Galena & Chicago Union Railroad, and his contributions to
the "Prairie Farmer," and papers read before
the

farmers'

eties,

did

and agricultural socistimulate improvement in

institutes

much

to

methods of farming, at that date the only productive industry of the people.

The name

of the township did not have to

be

imported,

The

itself.

for

first

it

721
just

marriage

naturally
in the

suggested

township was

that of Dr. N. H. Palmer and the pioneer

girl,

Miranda Isbell, in the fall of 1835; and, during
that same fall, A. G. McDole, a son of Rodney
McDole, and Charlotte Isbell, a daughter of
I.
C. Isbell, were born.
The first death was
that of a child of Mr. Carman's in 1835. A trail
and wagon track from Chicago to Dixon passed
through the township, and beside it, on Section
14,

Robert Atkinson opened the

first

tavern.

Asa McDole was the first Justice of the Peace,
elected in 1837, and his death on September 16,
1839, was perhaps the first among the adults.
Sugar Grove postofnce was the first in the
township, established at Thomas Slater's house,
near the center of Section 15, on September 18,
1840. The township has ever been a productive
grain and stock-growing section, and while it
is extensively given to dairying, there is still
a great deal of fine stock, both reared and purchased, and fitted for the Chicago market. The
Chicago & Iowa Railroad crosses the township
near its center, and the district has exceptionally good facilities for shipment on this line, as
well as the main line of the Burlington System. Sugar Grove is the only incorporated village in the township.

VIRGIL TOWNSHIP.
As

Charles is the center of the eastern
toVnships, so Virgil is in the center of
It adjoins DeKalb County,
the western tier.
which was once a part of Kane and, while
St.

tier of

that condition existed, was in Sycamore Precinct with its voting place at Lysander Darling's house.
The township now consists of

Town No. 40 North, Range 6 East. Soon after
the government surveys were made, marking
its few inhabitants voted
Washington Township, but at a town
meeting held April 30, 1842, the name was
changed to Franklin and so continued until
1839, when it was changed by the State Com-

the township lines,
to call

it

missioners to Virgil, as heretofore stated in the
sketch of the county.
Several small streams have their sources well
toward the eastern line of the township, and
with scarcely enough fall to make any perceptible current, they converge and unite near the
center line dividing Sections 21 and 20, and

HISTORY OF KANE COUNTY.

•J22

form one of the branches of the Kishwaukee,
whose waters are carried to the distant Rock
The eastern portion of the township
River.
along the sources of these drains was low prairie, covered with a luxuriant growth of coarse
vegetation, which, in the early days, was not
The land was too
inviting to the pioneers.
wet for convenient cultivation, and too damp
and cold for the production of good crops. The
rank slough grass threatened fearful prairie
fires in the late fall and early spring, and the
low land was the abiding place of malaria with
its attendant fever and ague, and during the
summer and fall it swarmed with mosquitoes.
And so, like the low prairie east and west of
the Des Plaines timber, these lands were
passed by the majority of the first pioneers
and, for a number of years after the opening
of the government land sale, on January 30,
1843, there was public land subject to entry in
this township.
Cultivation and drainage soon
removed these objectionable features, and the
fine farms of this township have long been
held as among the very best in the county.

Mr.

Read.

These pioneers

rest

in

honored

graves, but the influence of their good works
in the land they began transforming from an

uncultivated wilderness to a fruitful garden,
remains, and their descendants have been and
are occupying many positions of usefulness,
trust and honor.

George Baker was an early
and very highly respected settler in the northeast corner of the township, near the Griggs

and Lee settlement at Chicken Grove; also L.
S. Ellithorp, Orson Kendall, the Warfords and
McEwens. It is said that Joshua Read built
the first frame house in the township. All the
timbers in the framework were hewed with the
broadaxe.
Previous to about 1850 the light
balloon frames (as they were first called), now

were unknown, and the frames of buildings were of solid hewn timbers, mortised and
tenoned, and held in place by hardwood pins.
in use,

They were framed

into firmly fastened "bents,"

as they were called,

which were raised

to

a

centuries,

perpendicular position by hand, using ropes
and "pike poles" for that purpose. To erect
these heavy "bents" at the ends of the building
and across it between the ends as desired, and
to put in place and secure the "purlin plates"
that bound them at the top from end to end of

fertility,

the structure,

Its rich alluvial

soil,

the accumulated deposit

of this luxuriant vegetation through countless

had become almost exhaustless in
and productive of abundant crops
and the most nutritious grasses. Virgil township is one of the very finest stock-raising and
dairy regions of the State.

Luther Merrill, John B. Moore, James Outhouse, Milton Thornton and Daniel McKinley

appear to have located claims on land now within the township in 1836.
Merrill was" probably
the first, and he claimed all the land in sight.
His absurd pretensions probably retarded settlement; for it is said that Moore "jumped" a
part of the vast tract "claimed" by Merrill, and
was ready to fight for it if attacked; and that
Outhouse, rather than fight, gave Merrill his
choice of $100, or a fight for the 200 acres he
selected, and that Merrill sensibly chose to accept the money.
Quite a number of settlers
who came in 1837 and '38 gave Merrill something for his "claim" rather than contend with
him. Joshua Read, Joseph Gray, William H.
Robinson, Daniel Smith, Henry and Lyman
German, Eleazer Pattee, Harrison Chambers,
Charles Jackson and John McKinley came in
1837-8.
Milton Thornton, William H. Robinson
and Joshua Read and his many sons and
daughters were unusually public-spirited, enterprising people.
Outhouse was a son-in-law of

was a heavy and somewhat dangerous job, and required the united strength of
the neighborhood, directed by a cool and experienced head. The "raising bees," so common
in former days, were to put up these heavy
frames. To "score" the logs properly and then
to hew straight and true to the line, is an almost forgotten art which was well known to
the pioneers; and occasionally one of these

solid old

The

frames

first

is still

notable

standing.

dancing party,

probably,

ever given in kindly recognition of assistance
at the "raising," was held in the house of

Joshua Read, and in it occurred also the first
marriage in the township that of Maria Read
and Orson Kendall in 1839 "Esquire" West
officiating.
Probably the first birth in the
township was that of a daughter born to Mr.
and Mrs. Merrill, in the summer of 1837.
In 1839 a log school house was built on the
Joseph Woodman farm on Section 24, and the
school held in it that winter was taught by
Simeon Bean. This building was also used for
the first religious services by the Rev. Mr. King
(probably of King's Mill in Campton), a Baptist clergyman, as early as 1840; and in that
year a settler on the northeast corner of Sec-

— —
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—hung out a

on the Stacy P. Kenyon
tavern sign.
One of the
frontier wayside inns had this original sign:
A small gate made of puncheon staves, was
hung upon two tall posts over the entrance,
and upon the four cross slats was rudely
tion

place

painted:

"This gate hangs high
And hinders none;
Refresh and pay,
And travel on"

7*3

was platted and surveyed by Andrew Pingree
for Messrs. Loren Heath and Zachariah Hathorn, on March 20, 1854. This charming place
f's

the only incorporated village in the township.

hundred residents within a year
and a half after it was platted. The Chicago
Great Western Railway enters the township
near the center of Section 13, and crossing on
an airline passes out a little south of the cenabout

four

ter of Section

Richardson, near the north-

6.

east corner of Section

surely an indication of hospitality and a hu-

road, Lily

About 1844, Mrs. Graves
landlord.
opened a little store near the tavern, and in
1845 Joseph Jenkins started a blacksmith shop.
These are some of the "beginnings" in this
prosperous township.
The Iowa division of the Galena & Chicago
Union Railroad was constructed on an airline
from the southeast corner of Section 35 to

easterly.

morous

population of

Its beautiful location attracted a

its

is

7,

the station on this

Lake station being about six miles
A highway is laid near and along

southern

line

the township,

across

three

others, at about equal distances, cross above

it,

another lies between it and the Burlington on the town line.
It is also equally
well provided with cross roads, and all these
roadways are constructed and maintained in
These numerous highways
admirable order.

and

still

the northeast corner of Section 31, and to com
ply with contracts requiring the road to be in

indicate the intelligence, enterprise and activi-

operation as far west as the county line by
January 1, 1853, the ties were laid upon the

over either of them,

ungraded frozen ground, rails spiked
upon them, and the first train slowly moved to
this point on that day. Here at the county line
and upon Sections 30 and 31, the village of Lodi
level but

and a ride

ty of the people,

among

summer time

in

the highly culti-

farms with their pastures filled with
dairy stock, and past the beautiful
farm homes with spacious, well arranged barns
and out-buildings, is as charming a drive as
can well be imagined.
vated

well-bred

POPULATION OP KANE COUNTY
By Townships,

Cities

and Villages, as shown by United States Decennial Census Reports
1850

Aurora Towuship

1860

1,895

6,011

«>:.'

1,1)21

Citjy

Batavia Township
City
Big Rock Township
Rlackberry Township

_.

496
725

Elburn Village...
Burlington Township
Campton Township

604
875

Dundee Township
West Dundee
Bast Dundee ...

1,374

Garpenters^ille
Elgin Township
"
City

2,359

Geneva Township
"

1870

1880

2.033
11,162
3,018

2,286
11,873
679
2.639

""911

1,027
1,889

""911

"""997

...

759

"l,050

.

"

Rutland Township
Gilbert's Village
St. (Jnarles Township

City

1,072

813
848

1,1

956

1,099

585
849
348

873

1,049

999
1,004

1,013
1,822

734

969

Ii34

1,309

1,273

25,906

39,091

""787

_.

__

According to Moses' History of

Moses gives the population

._

Illinois.

16,703

Page

1138

in 1840 as 0,501,

and

30.(162

in 1845 as 12,721,

pa^e

548.

1,270
8,78'

407
1,239
1,003
483
970
982
1,033

1,150

754
1,360
17,823

338
1,692

922
696
833
1,114
1,140

2,281

2,132

...

3,543

1,017

._

Sugar Grove Township
Virgil Township
Maple Park Village...
Total

59i

749

919
957

Village

Kaneville Township
Plato Township

2,571

19,688

2,079

963
1,212

City

Hampshire Township

1890

808
706
584
310
938

829
1,173

1,298
5,441
1,829

3,341

(1850-1900).

1900

3,069
24,147
771
3,871

879
814
606
920
1,040
1,170
1,348
1,417
1,002
1 354
22,433
660
2,446
929
760
818
1,144
956
222

1,533

1,690

1,031
2,675

808
972
385

816
994
382

823
933
391

45,148
44,939

65,061
64,572

78,629
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PLATE SHOWING:
The

First Division of old 36 mile
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Districts,

and
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CHAPTER

helps

XVIIL

mighty

Yet, without the smallest

"Father of

the

swell

to
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torrent

of

the

rill

that

Waters,"

the

would

Mississippi

In-

and the beneficent influence of the
Countless streams,
Gulf Stream diminished.
currents
counter-currents
sometimes
and
mingling, sometimes counteracting each other
collectively combine to give motion to the
accumulated mass of waters. So is it and so
must it ever be in the ocean of human action,
which is formed by the blending and repulsion
of currents of thought, of influence and of life
yet more numerous and more tortuous thaii
those which form "the foundation of the deep."
lessened,

CITIZENS OF

—

KANE COUNTY.

—
The verdict of mankind has awarded to the
Muse of History the highest place among the
classic Nine. The extent of her office, however,
appears to be, by many minds, but imperfectly
understood. The task of the historian is comprehensive and exacting. True, History reaches
beyond the doings of court or camp, beyond the
issue of battles or the effects of treaties, and
records the trials and the triumphs, the fail-

ures and the successes of the men who make
history.
It is but an imperfect conception of
the philosophy of events that fails to accord to
portraiture and biography its rightful position
as a part and no unimportant part of his-

—

—

Behind and beneath the
outward life the motive power

narrative.

torical

of

activities

out of sight, just as the furnace fires that
work the piston and keep the ponderous screw
revolving are down in the darkness of the hold.

lies

So,

the

impulsive

power

course of -communities

which

may

be

shapes the
found in the

molding influences which form its citizens.
mere idle curiosity that prompts
It
is no
men to wish to learn the private as well as
the public lives of their fellows. Rather, it is
true that such desire tends to prove universal
brotherhood; and the interest in personality

and biography

is

not confined to

men

of

any

particular caste or avocation.

The

list

of those to

whose

lot it falls to

play

a conspicuous part in the great drama of life
comparatively short; yet communities are
is
made up of individuals, and the aggregate of

—

achievements no less than the sum total of
human happiness is made up of the deeds of
those men and women whose primary aim,
through life, is faithfully to perform the duty
Individual influthat comes nearest to hand.
ence upon human affairs will be considered
potent or insignificant according to the standTo him who.
point from which it is viewed.
standing upon the sea-shore, notes the ebb and
flow of the tides and listens to the sullen roar
of the waves as they break upon the beach in
seething foam, seemingly chafing at their limitations, the ocean appears so vast as to need no

—

—

—

the foregoing pages

In

is

traced the begin-

ning, growth, and maturity of a concrete thing

—

Kane County. But the concrete is but the
aggregate result of individual labor. The acts
and characters of men, like the several faces
that compose a composite picture, are wrought
together into a compact
or heterogeneous
whole. History is condensed biography; "biography is history teaching by example."
It is both interesting and instructive to rise
above the generalization of history and trace,
in the personality

whom

and careers

of the

men from

sprang, the principles and influences,

it

the impulses and ambitions, the labors, strug-

and triumphs that engrossed their

gles

the

In

pages that

much

with as

follow

are

detail as the limits of the

allow, the personal record of

lives.

gathered up,

many

of the

work

men

who have made Kane County what it is. In
each record may be traced some feature which
influenced, or has been

stamped upon, the

civic

life.

Here are pioneers, who, "when the fullness of
time had come." came from widely scattered
sources, some from beyond the sea, impelled
by diverse motives, little conscious of the
import of their acts, and but dimly anticipating
the harvest which would spring from their

They

sowing.

built

their little cabins, toiling

while laying the
foundations of private fortunes and future
advancement.
Most have passed away, but not before they
beheld a development of business and populafor

a

tion

present

subsistence

surpassing the wildest dreams of fancy.
yet remain, whose years have passed the

A few

allotted three score

recount,
their
in

among

lives,

the

and

ten,

and who love
memories

cherished

their reminiscences of early

Kane County.

ro

of

days
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Among

these early, hardy settlers, and those

who followed them, may be found the names
of many who imparted the first impulse to the
county's growth and home-likeness; the many
who, through their identification with general
and stockdairying
pursuits,
agricultural
of
raising, aided in her material progress;
skilled mechanics, who first laid the foundations

of

dustries;

beautiful

and

professions

homes and productive inmembers of the learned

of the

—clergymen,
—

physicians,

educators

and lawyers whose influence upon the intellectual life and development of a community it
impossible to over-estimate.
arise;
Commerce
institutions
Municipal
spreads her sails and prepares the way for the
magic of Science that drives the locomotive

is

engine

over

stretching

rails.
Trade is organized,
arms across the prairie to gather

iron

its

and distribute the products of the soil.
Church spires rise to express, in architectural
form, the faith and aspirations of the people,
while schools, public and private, elevate the
standards of education and of artistic taste.
Here are many of the men through whose
labors, faith and thought, these magnificent
To them, and to
results have been achieved.
their co-laborers, the Kane County of today
stands an enduring monument, attesting their
faith, their energy, their courage, and their
in

lege,

from which he graduated

in

1895.

At

fourteen years of age he began life for himself
as a worker in the Elgin Watch Factory, re-

maining there for the ensuing twelve years.
While in the employ of the Watch Company he
completed a high school course with additional
branches. He then entered the Medical College
in March, 1892, and, having already studied
with Dr. Tefft. he was able to shorten the
course by a year, completing the full course in
three years, and immediately after graduating
began practice in Elgin. Dr. Abbott is a member of the American Medical and the Illinois
State Medical Associations and of Fox River
Valley Society. At the time of the SpanishAmerican War he was active in the organization
and became Surgeon, with the rank of Major,
of the John B. Hamilton (or Sons of Veterans)
Regiment, an organization which, though provisional, had the reputation of being the best
organized of the provisional regiments of Illinois.
He now holds a commission as Surgeon
and Major (unassigned) in the Illinois National
Guard, and a complimentary commission from
the State Legislature of Illinois. He is a Royal
Arch Mason, an Odd-Fellow, and Medical
Director of the Archaean Union, a fraternal
insurance order. Dr. Abbott was married in
1901 to Miss Ethelyn M. Wells, of Elgin, and
they have one son.

self-sacrifice.

WILLIAM

[The following items of personal and family
history, having been arranged in encyclopedic
(or alphabetical) order as to names of the
individual subjects, no special index to this part
of the

work

CHARLES

will

L.

be found necessary.]

ABBOTT,

attorney, Elgin,

111.:

horn in the city where he now resides, April 7.
1865; educated in the public schools of Elgin
and read law in the office of Frank W. Joslyn;
admitted to the bar in 1896 and immediately
entered into practice; served as City Attorney
two years, and was City Alderman from 1901
to 1903; appointed Assistant State's Attorney
in December, 1900, and is still serving in that
capacity.
Mr. Abbott married. May 1, 1890,
Mary Schmidt of Elgin.
EDWARD H. ABBOTT, M. D., physician and
surgeon, Elgin, 111., born Nov. 6, 1866, in Elgin,
received his lit111., son of Frank U. Abbott;
erary education in the Elgin city schools, and
his professional training in Rush Medical Col-

ABEL,

retired farmer

and merborn in Dutchess
County, near Poughkeepsie, N. Y., Sept. 3, 1827,
son of John and Miranda Abel. He was brought
up on a farm and educated in the public
schools.
In New York State he followed agricultural pursuits until 1858. when he left there
to come to Illinois. For fifteen years thereafter
he was engaged in the lumber, live-stock and
wool trade in Sandwich, 111. Afterward he was
in the lumber trade in Chicago for a time.
In
1878 he came to Kane County and was engaged
in farming near Batavia until 1S92. when he
retired from active business and established
his home in the city of Batavia.
Besides his
farming and other interests already mentioned,
he has been a stock-holder in the Metropolitan
and First National Banks, of Chicago, for many
years, and in the first quarter of the year 1903
received his eighty-third dividend on this stock.
He married, in 1852, Miss Elizabeth Vail,
daughter of Joseph Vail, of Dutchess County.
chant,

N. Y.

H.

Batavia.

111.,

was

HISTORY OF KANE COUNTY,
W. ABELL,

VV.

architect and civil engineer,

born at Cummington, Hampshire
County, Mass., Nov. 7, 1853; educated in public
and private schools in his native State, and,
after completing his educational training, became assistant to an architect and engineer.
His first practical professional experience was
with an engineering corps of the Massachusetts
was later with a similar
Central Railway;
party employed by the Inter-Colonial Railway
Elgin,

111.;

Company
and

of

New Brunswick and Nova

architectural
field,
111.,

Mass.

became

Scotia,

an
and engineering firm at Spring-

afterwards

associated

with

In 1873 Mr. Abell located in Elgin,

where he became connected as a draftsman
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Surveyors, Order of United Workmen, Archaean
Union, Elgin Century Club, and Elgin Country
Mr. Abell's office is at 30 and 31 Home
Club.
Bank Block, and his residence 527 Laurel
Street, Elgin.

111.

FREDERICK H. ACKEMANN was born at
Winzlar, Province of Hanover, Germany, Feb. 2,
1869. son of Henry and Wilhelmine (Walbaum)
Ackemann, where he attended the public school
and afterwards a private school at Pr. Oltendorf, Westphalia.
After leaving school he entered the Government service in the Postal
Department, from which he resigned in the fall
of 1887 and came to America, arriving at Elgin.
111., in November of that year.
He commenced
work in the dry-goods store of his brother, W.
D. Ackemann, where he remained three months,
when he was offered and accepted a position in
the real-estate and investment office of Hon.

William Grote, a

life-long friend

of the Acke-

mann family. Knowing that, in this country,
each man was master of his own destiny, he set
out with a strong will to make the best of his
opportunities and realize his ambition, and his

have been crowned with a gratifying
While devoting his energy to the realestate and investment business, he became
interested with his brothers, Henry and Conrad,
in the furniture and undertaking business in
1893, and in the spring of 1894, in company
with his brother Henry, erected the large busiefforts

success.

ness

known as the "Ackemann
The following year he joined

block

Block."

Bros.'
in

the

consolidation of the furniture business and the
dry-goods business of his brother William D.

under the firm name of Ackemann Bros., and
opened up the largest department store in this
This business proving a great success from the beginning, they
had to add another story to their building,
which is now 44 by 132 feet, equipped with

section outside of Chicago.

W. W. ABELL.
with the Elgin National Watch Company, continuing in that capacity for eighteen years.
In February, 1891, he established private offices

Elgin and Chicago, but three years later
discontinued his branch office in Chicago, and

in

has since operated exclusively in Elgin, where
he conducts a large and increasing business as a
result of thorough preparation, long experience
and careful business management, his field of
operations extending into nearly every State in
the Union. In social relations Mr. Abell is a

member
tects,

of

the

Illinois

American

Institute

Society of Civil

of

Archi-

Engineers and

and freight elevators and all
improvements. The firm now
occupy over 29.000 square feet of floor space,
and, being still crowded for room to take care
business, they contemplate
of their growing
adding one or two more stories to their buildThis store is generally known as "Ackeing.
mann Bros.. The Big Store." Mr. Ackemann is
the "Courier Publishing
also interested in
electric passenger

other

modern

Company"
daily

of Elgin, proprietors of the leading

paper

President.

Elgin,

of

He

is

of

which he is Viceand Treasurer

also a Director
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of the Elgin National Gas and Oil Company,
operating in Ohio and Indiana, and a Director
and the Treasurer of the Seybold Reed-Pipe
Organ Company of Elgin, acting in the capacity
He is a Director of
of its General Manager.

the Masonic Association of Elgin, which
erecting a

is

now

handsome new Masonic Temple

for

use of the various bodies of the order in Elgin.
He is also a Director of the Gail Borden Public
Library, and in politics an active Republican.

During the last Presidential campaign he was
Treasurer of the German-American Republican
Club. Mr. Ackemann was married in 1895 to
Miss Christie Deuchler, of Dundee, 111., and
Stella Irene, Walter
they have four children:
Frederick, Helen Wilhelmine and George William.
He and his family are members of the
First Church of the Evangelical Association.
He is also a Thirty-second Degree Mason and
member of Monitor Lodge. No. 522, A. F. & A.
M.; the Loyal Legion, Munn Chapter, No. 96,
and Bethel Commandery, No. 36. all of Elgin,
and the Oriental Consistory of Chicago: also
of the Royal League and the Knights of the
Mr. Ackemann is not a member of any
Globe.
club, preferring to spend his leisure hours with
his family and in his private library, which
contains

upwards

literature.

of

He has

coming

500

volumes of

traveled to

some

choice

extent,

and

country has visited fortythree different States of the Union, visiting the
Atlantic and the Pacific, the Gulfs and the
Lakes. His home on Douglas Avenue is one of
since

to this

the handsomest in Elgin.

WILLIAM

D.

ACKEMANN,

merchant, born

in

Winzlar, Province of Hanover, Germany, Sept.
24, 1855, was educated in the schools of Winzlar

and came

1872.

He

United States in the fall of
one year in New York City,
learned the grocery business, and
to the

lived

where he
came from there to Elgin. 111., in 1873. Here
he became connected with the dry-goods house
of Bosworth Brothers & Peck, with which lie

remained seven years. For two years afterward he was in the employ of M. W. DuBois,
also of Elgin.
He then engaged in the drygoods trade in this city on his own account,
becoming founder of the extensive mercantile
house which is now conducted by the firm of

Ackemann

Bros.

In

1894,

in

company with

August W., Conrad F., Henry F.
and Fred H. Ackemann, he opened the department store of Ackemann Bros., which occupied
his brothers,

a modern, thoroughly well equipped building
erected in the heart of the business district of
Elgin.
This business has since grown to large

proportions, and their establishment is one of
largest department stores in Northern
Illinois outside of Chicago.
Mr. Ackemann
married, in 1882, Miss Bertha Sexauer. of Elgin.

the

AUGUST W. ACKEMANN,,

brother of William
Germany, Oct. 22, 1859.
was educated in the public and private schools
of Winzlar, and came direct to Elgin from
D.,

was born

in Winzlar,

Germany

in 1875.
Until the winter of 1881 he
clerked in Elgin dry-goods stores. In that year

he went to Minnesota and was employed in
Faribault until the spring of 1882, when he
went to Milwaukee, Wis., where he was connected with the firm of Rich & Silver during
the next four years.
He then returned to
Elgin, and, after clerking for a time for his
brother, W. D. Ackemann, became a member of
the firm of Ackemann Bros., in which he is
interested and in the
he takes an active part.

still

management

He

of

which

married, in 1S85,

Miss Minnie Buhmeyer. of Elgin. CONRAD F.
merchant, a second brother, born
in Winzlar. Germany, May 23, 1864, was edu-

ACKEMANN.

cated in the public and private schools of his
native town and came to Elgin in 1880. During

year of his residence in this city he was
in a crockery and glassware store.
He then entered the employ of W. D. Ackemann
the

first

employed

and worked
goods store.

seven years in the latter's dryAt the end of that time he became
junior member of the furniture and undertaking firm of Clothier & Ackemann. Later his
brother, Henry F. Ackemann, purchased the
senior partner's interest in this business and
the firm became Ackemann Bros.
Afterward

Fred H. Ackemann joined the firm, and the
three brothers continued in business until they
consolidated their interests with those of their
brothers in the present large department store
1894.
Mr. Ackemann has since been one of
the managers as well as a partner in this busiin

ness.
He
member of

married,

is

in

at

the

present

time

(1903)

the Elgin Board of Aldermen.
1SS7,

a

He

Miss Millie Mutzelburg, of

Another brother. HENRY F. ACKE
MANN, merchant, was born Nov. 11, 1853. in
Winzlar, Germany. His education was obtained
in the public and private schools of that town
and he was trained in farming, which occupation
he followed for some years before coming to
Elgin.

the United States.

He came

to

Elgin

in

189]
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(

)F

and became a member o. the furniture and
undertaking firm of Ackemann Bros. In 1894,
in company with his brother, Fred H. Acke-

mann, he erected the handsome business block
since occupied by the department store of which

he
is

is

part

owner and one

of the

managers.

He

also interested as a stockholder in the Elgin

Gas &

Oil

Ohio.

in

Company, operating

He married,

Schlie, of Winzlar,

in

oil

1884,

and gas wells
Miss Minnie

Germany.

.

:

C(

IUNTY

Grand Trunk Railway Company
where he was employed for
about a year and a half. In 1890 he came to
Chicago to take a position with the Webster
Manufacturing Company. Two years later he
transferred his services to the John S. Metcalf
Company, engineers and grain elevator builders,
becoming Secretary and Treasurer of the corporation, of which he was a Director and
stockholder.
In 1901 he retired from the company to locate at Aurora, where, with Wiley
W. Stephens as partner, he established and
built the present Stephens-Adamson Manufacof the

729

lined business in LIgin in

company with

his

head of the firm of L. Adler & Son, a
business which he turned over to his son three
years later, since when he has been associated
wilh Sears, Roebuck & Co., of Chicago, and the
Capital City Woolen Mills, of Des Moines, Iowa.
In 1859 Mr. Adler married Miss Rose Sheuerman, also a native of Baden, Germany.
son, as

NATHAN

FREDERICK G. ADAMSON, manufacturer,
Aurora, born in Nottaway, Canada, Sept. 8, 1866,
was reared and educated in Toronto. In early
manhood he spent six years in the service of
the Northern Railway Company, being first
employed in the office of the Chief Engineer,
and later as private secretary of the General
Manager. Still later he was in the general
offices

\\K

K

ALDRICH,

lawyer, Aurora, 111.;
County, 111., Dec. 3. 1851;
graduated from the law department of the Uni-

born

in

J.

Kendall

versity of Michigan in the class of 1875, and
in

the

sion

in

same year began practicing his profesAurora, where he has since been a

member of the bar; has been identified
with various business enterprises, and has
taken an active part in politics in the councils
of the Republican party; married, in 1879, Miss
Mary E. Winchell, of Rantoul, 111.
leading

Detroit, Mich.,

at

turing Company plant for the construction of
power-transmitting machinery and elevating
and conveying appliances, a rapidly growing
industry.
Mr. Adamson is the Vice-President
and Treasurer of the corporation. In 1892 he
married Miss Annie B. Rose, daughter of Duncan D. Rose, of Seaforth, Canada. He is a
member of the Union League Club of Chicago.

LEOPOLD ADLER,
was born

retired merchant, Elgin.

PIERRE

ALLAIRE

A.

physician, Aurora,
in

111.;

(deceased), pioneer

born in

New York

City

1815 and died in Aurora in 1863;

educated
graduating

Columbia College, New York,
from the medical department of that instituIllinois two years later,
tion, and came to
locating at Aurora shortly afterwards, where
at

he

practiced

profession

his

until

his

death.

The Doctor took much interest in the advancement of educational interests, and served as a
member of the Aurora School Board; was also
a

member

of the

was married

Catherine Gates
a native of Jefferson County, N. Y.

JOHN ALLASON
Carpentersville,

locating

(

deceased

(

)

,

Kane County,

Lake Champlain, N.
came
to manhood;
hood,

He

Board of City Aldermen.

to Mrs.

at

Y., in 1812,

to

Illinois

)

Fuller,

pioneer farmer,
111.;

born

at

where he grew
in early man-

Carpentersville,

but

later

removed to Elgin, which has since been his
home, and where he was solely engaged in

removed to Chicago, residing there for several
years, and afterwards returned to Carpentersville. where he owned and managed a fine farm
and became closely identified with the affairs
of his community.
In political views he was
a Republican and served as Township Collector
for several years, besides holding other town
offices.
In religious faith he was a Baptist,

mercantile business until 1891, when he sold
out and spent the ensuing two years in Berlin.
Germany, where his younger children completed their education.
In January. 1894, he

being a member of the church at Dundee, 111.
His wife. Anna (Shaw) Allason. was born in
Dundee, Scotland, and they were married at
Dundee, 111., and became the parents of six

111.,

in

Baden. Germany, Oct.

15, 1834,

and educated in the schools of his native town,
where he was trained to the business of cigar
manufacturing. In 1856 he came to the United
States, and for two years was engaged in
mercantile

pursuits

in

Chi-cago.

In

1858

he
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children.

The only member

living

Carpentersville

at

is

of

family
Charles I.

this

Mrs.

After two years of practice he became inter-

he

Wilber.
R.

ALLEN

(deceased), merchant

born at Cortland, N. Y.,
Nov. 7, 1819, reared at home, and trained to be
a druggist at Lockport, same State, first came
west in 1839 and was in the drug business in
Chicago until 1841, when he removed to
Aurora, engaging here very extensively in merchandising. For many years he was closely
associated in various important mercantile enterprises, and with the late L. D. Brady set up
what soon became the banking house of Brady,
Allen & Hawkins, and later still the First NaUntil his retirement
tional Bank of Aurora.
Mr. Allen was a most active business character
Many enterprises of
and of wide influence.
moment were helped by him, and he was a
leading spirit in anything that sought to pro-

and banker, Aurora,

111.

mote the public welfare. While Aurora was
still a village he was a trustee of the town, in
after years being City Alderman, Mayor and
State Senator.
He was personally and intimately acquainted with Abraham Lincoln, and
by appointment of President Polk was the
second Postmaster of Aurora.
Aurora, August 22, 1897. His

He
first

died

in

wife was

whose family is famous in Kane
County. She died, leaving one son. His second
wife, Miss Mary A. Gates, born at Stowe, Mass.,
during the Civil War. took high rank as a
Alice Carr,

woman, and in the local Ladies' SolAid Society did much to help the "boys
the front." She died May 16, 1865. Mr.

patriotic
diers'
at

Allen's children living in 1903 are:

(Allen)

Frank

Mack, Aurora;

G..

Mrs. Lottie
Moline,

111..

and Mrs. Anna
Allen
Staudt, Aurora. Edward C. Allen, the eldest son, born and reared
in Aurora, became a noted manufacturer after
being in the coal business at Aurora some
years with his father, and in the United States
Railway Mail Service, and was connected with
the Moline Plow Company.
He bought land
near Huron, S. D., and when his failing health
became serious he retired into seclusion. He
was born Sept. 3, 1849, and died in Huron July
Arvilla, his wife, was a daughter of
4, 1893.
Ansel Hayward, a pioneer farmer of -Kane
County. Frank G., second son of Edward R.
Allen, born in Aurora Feb. 14, 1858, graduated
from the University of Michigan in 1880, became a lawyer and was admitted to the bar.
(

)

now

is

He

EDWARD

Plow Company,

ested in the Moline

is

interested

also

in

which

other Moline enter-

He married Miss Minnie

prises.

of

Vice-President and General Manager.
F.

Stephens,

of Moline, in 1882.

FRANK

E.

ALLEN, Deputy County

Kane County,

Elgin,

Falls, N. Y.,

May

111.,

was born

at

Recorder,

Oriskany
and

1856, the son of F. J.

6,

Oriana (Henderson) Allen; obtained his eduColgate Academy, Hamilton, N. Y.,
graduating from that institution in the class of

cation at
1874;

came

home

in Elgin,

to Illinois in 1876, establishing his

where he was engaged in the
dry-goods trade for several years afterwards as
head of the firm of Allen Bros.; later became
chief adjuster of fire losses for the Union
Insurance Company of Philadelphia, being employed

this

in

capacity

accept

resigned

to

now
member

holds:

the

until
official

1897,

when he

position

which

served two terms as a
Fraterof the City Council of Elgin.
nally Mr. Allen is a member of the Knights of
Pythias and Elks. He was married in 1882 to

he

has

Miss Frances V. Plant, of Elgin.

MARTIN

V.

ALLEN

(deceased),

merchant

Aurora, 111., was born in St. Lawrence County, N. Y.. Nov. 6, 1832. son of Reuben
and Nancy Allen. In 1845 the family came to
Illinois by way of the lakes in a sailing vessel,
and located at Shabbona, DeKalb County, where
Mr. Allen was reared on the farm. He enlisted.
Aug. 12. 1862. in the One Hundred and Fifth
Illinois Volunteer Infantry, and Sept. 2. following, was mustered into the service as First
Lieutenant of Company E of this regiment.
His promotion to Captain was made March 9.

and

1863,

soldier,

and he was

in

until Aug. 16. 1864,

command
when he

of this

company

received a gunshot

This wound
in the shoulder at Atlanta.
proved so disabling that he was compelled to
leave the service, being discharged Jan. 22,
1865.
In the course of his military experience
he participated in the battles at Resaca, Cassville, Dallas, New Hope Church, Price Mountain, Kenesaw, Marietta, Peach Tree Creek and
Atlanta. As an officer and a soldier he had an
enviable record, and was highly regarded by his
comrades in arms. After his return from the
army Captain Allen was elected Superintendent
of Schools of DeKalb County, a position he filled
from 1865 to 1869. In 1875 he established him-

wound
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drug business at Shabbona, where he
continued until 1888, when he removed to
Aurora. From this time until his death, Feb.
12,
1899, he was never entirely engaged in
business. For several years he was Treasurer
of the town of Shabbona, where he also held
other positions.
He was a Knight Templar
Mason, and was a Past Master of the Lodge at
self in the

Shabbona; was also first Commander of the
Grand Army Post at that place. His first marriage was in 1856, with Miss Jane A. Hunter,
of Little Rock, 111., who died in 1.864 as the
result
of fever contracted at Chattanooga,
Tenn., while nursing her wounded husband. In
1867 Mr. Allen married Miss Lizzie Alexander,
The surviving members of the
of Shabbona.
Allen family are Mrs. Allen and Bert A., of
Aurora; Mrs. Cora A. Sanborn, of Chicago;
and Mrs. Jennie M. Ellwood, of DeKalb, 111.

GEORGE

W.

ALSCHULER,

real-estate oper-

insurance and loan agent, Aurora, 111.,
was born in his present home city; began life
as an office boy on the 'Aurora Daily News,"
where he was employed for some five years.
In 1884 he entered into business with his father
under the firm name of J. & G. W. Alschuler,
dealers in real estate, insurance and loans.
The two continued together until 1896, when
the father died, and the son has since carried
on the business alone. He was chosen Alderman in 1895 and was re-elected until 1901,
when he was elected Mayor of the city. He is
a member of the Knights of Pythias, the Elks,
ator,

and the Modern Woodmen.

CHARLES

AMES,

farmer and stockwas born in Rutland. Vt.,
August 25, 1857, and in 1866 came to Kane
County, 111., in company with his parents.
After he had finished his schooling he began
farming, which has been his business to the
D.

raiser, Kaneville,

111.,

present time. In 1900 he purchased a farm,
which adjoined the village of Kaneville on the
east.
For nine years he has served as Road

Commissioner. Mr. Ames was married, Feb. 11,
1883, to Miss Lucy E. Ames, by whom he has
had three children two sons and a daughter.

—

Her time was divided
and the hospital at
St. Louis.
At the close of the war she returned to New York, where she remained fifteen
a soldier in the ranks.

between the

field

service

years, part of the time being in charge of a
reformatory for boys. In 1882 she removed to
Chicago and became connected with the management of the Erring Woman's Refuge of that
city.
In 1894 she was appointed Superintendent of the State Training School for Girls, then
a Chicago institution, but which in 1895 was
removed to Geneva, where commodious buildings have been erected for its accommodation.

Under Mrs. Amigh's management this school
has become one of the noted educational and
reformatory institutions of the State.
Mrs.
Amigh has long been prominently identified
with temperance work, having been Grand Vice-

Templar
State

of

of

Good Templar Order for the
and has held other official
the fraternity.
She was one of

the

Illinois,

positions

in

the organizers of the

W.

C.

T.

U.

in

Pough-

keepsie, N. Y.

ANDREW

J.

ANDERSON,

retired

farmer,

was born Nov. 14, 1840, in Jersey
County, 111., where he was educated. While a
young man he went to Macoupin County and
purchased a farm, on which he lived until 1872.
During that year he removed to Christian
County, where he again located on a farm,
which he tilled until 1899, when he retired,
and has since made his home in Elgin.
In
Elgin.

111.,

active life he took a prominent part

in

local

Macoupin County he was for six years
School Trustee, and also served as School
Director; was the County Secretary of the F.
M. B. A. three years, and stood well in the community.
He was married, March 25, 1868, to
Isabelle Davidson, who was born March 23,
1847, in Waverly, Morgan County, 111., and to
them have been born twelve children: Elmore
In

affairs.

(deceased).
Ida,
Walter
(deceased), Mary,
Charles (died Feb. 12, 1894), Albert, William
J.
and Helen (twins), George. Susan (deceased
John and Leslie.
,

AMIGH.

Superintendent State
Training School for Girls, Geneva, 111.: born
in Dutchess County, N. Y., in 1841, daughter of
Riley Shadbolt, and was educated in the
schools of Poughkeepsie.
In 1859 she married
L.

1

and removed to Iowa. In May, 1861, she became a nurse in the Third Iowa Volunteer
Infantry, in which her husband was serving as

)
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DANIEL B. ANDRUS, banker, Batavia, 111.,
born in Great Barrington, Berkshire County,
Mass., Feb. 18, 1850, son of Daniel and Julia
(Munson) Andrus; received his early educa-

TTTQ

73 2

POO V

tion in the Massachusetts schools,
eral years after

coming west

and tor

KAXE COUNTY
sev-

in 1870, taught in

Wisconsin.
In 1881 he graduated from Lawrence Uuniversity at Appleton, Wis., and the
same year helped organize the Shawana County Bank, being cashier of this bank until June,
1884, when he came to Batavia to connect him-

with the private banking house of Gammon
& Newton. In 1891 when the First National
Bank of Batavia was organized as successor
to Gammon & Newton. Mr. Andrus became its
cashier, which position he has since held continuously.
In 1901 this bank absorbed the
banking house of Mallory, James & Co. For
nineteen years he has been associated with
various banking interests of Batavia, and during all this time has been in close touch with
the business affairs of Batavia, as well as with
the entire commercial and financial interests
He was married,
of the Fox River valley.
first to Miss Abigail F. Grout, of Omro, Wis.,
who died in 1879. Mr. Andrus was again married, in 1882, to Miss Martha M. Smith of
Chicago.

self

ROBERT

F. ANGELL, merchant, St. Charles,
born Sept. 20, 1864. came to St. Charles,
in March, 1882, and for ten months gave attention to farming, and during the next ten years
was engaged in business as a painter. For a
few years he was engaged in a meat market,
finally becoming President and manager of the
Charles Mercantile Company, a position
St.
which he retained until he sold out in 1899.
For a short period following this he resumed
his trade as a painter, and was then in the
meat business until March, 1903.
He was
married Dec. 2, 1888., to Miss Laverne Baker,
daughter of Edward Baker, of St. Charles. He
belongs to the St. Charles Lodge, Knights of
Pythias, Camp of Modern Woodmen, and Unity
Lodge, A. F. & A. M.
111.,

DAVID WHEELER ANNIS, born in Orange
County, Vt., in 1812, and died in 1877; settled
in Blackberry Township, in 1836, and became
one of the most prominent and successful of
the sturdy pioneers of Kane County.

tdu^aaon

\. as secured in the public schools and
University of California, the latter at
that time located at Oakland, and from which
he graduated in 1870. He prepared for the min-

at

the

at

San Francisco, and

W.

ANTHONY,

clergyman.

Au-

a native of Union Springs, Cayuga, N. Y., where he was born May 29, 1843.
In 1854 he accompanied his parents to Santa
Cruz, Cal.. where he grew to manhood.
His
rora,

111.,

is

in 1873

installed pastor of the Presbyterian church in
Livermore. Cal., where he remained until 1880.
That year he was called to Aurora, where some
years prior he had married Miss Fannie H.
Janes, daughter of Nelson L. Janes, an oldtime resident of that city. Mr. Anthony has
since held pastorates at Spring Valley church.
Whiteside County, and at Kewanee.
He was
pastor of the Second Presbyterian church in
Duluth, Minn., for about three years, and was
in charge of the Presbyterian church at Franklin Grove, Lee County, for eleven years.
In
1899 he again removed to Aurora, ana has
since devoted only a portion of his time to
the ministry, the care of the extensive estate
of his father-in-law occupying much of his time.
In 1877, and again in 1890, he sat as a representative in the Presbyterian General Assembly.
The only child of Mr. and Mrs. Anthony is
Maud H, who graduated from Lake Forest Uni-

versity in

1901,

and who

is

now engaged

in

educational work at Wabash, Ind.

ARNOLD (deceased), merchant,
born in Benson, Vt., April 23, 1836,
son of Artemas and Clara (Wilson) Arnold,
was reared in his Vermont home, where he
was educated and trained to mercantile pursuits.
In 1854 he came west and entered the
employ of Moor & Buck, pioneer merchants
ALSON

Batavia,

H.

111.,

and was later a traveling saleshe embarked in the clothing
trade, a business which he followed until his
death, Jan. 26, 1898. He was Mayor of Batavia
two years, served as Alderman several terms,
and was long a member of the Board of Supervisors.
He was a Mason of high standing, and
at Batavia,

man.

In

111.,

1865

took a leading part in tbe affairs of that fraternity in Batavia.
In 1864 he married Miss
Mary, daughter of Milo and Julia (Root) Kemp
of Batavia.

JOHN

CHARLES

Seminary
was ordained and

istry in the Presbyterian Theological

111.,

born

B.

ARNOLD,

in

Northampton, Mass., Jan.

received his education

Aurora.

manufacturer,
at

27,

1835;

Williston Seminary,

East Hampton, and in the high school at Northampton, and was trained as a druggist under

Theodore Metcalf, of Boston, and the

B.

A.
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Fahnstock Company, of Pittsburg, Pa., with
which he later began the manufacture of white
About 1874 he became associated with
lead.
Pittsburg

parties

in

the

organization

the

of

third establishment of the kind in the United

A few years later Mr. Arnold, in comStates.
pany with others, organized the Aurora Smelting and Refining Company, their large planl
going into operation at Aurora, Jan. 1, 1883;
later they bought and combined with their
original plant those of the Chicago Refining
and Smelting Company, located at Chicago and
Leadville,

The Aurora

Colo.

plant

was

oper-

ated eighteen years without the loss of a day,
until it was finally disposed of to the American

Mr. Arnold
Refining and Smelting Company.
was President from its organization until its
sale, and he has also been interested in kindred
His home
enterprises in Colorado and Utah.
has been in Aurora since his removal from
Pittsburg in 1882.

GEORGE

ARVEDSON,

merchant, Carpenin Algonquin,
111., April 26, 1855, son of the Rev. Peter Arvedson, and at fourteen years of age was employed
as clerk by H. E. Hunt, a merchant at Dundee.
In 1875 he became a partner in a store in Car-

tersville,

F.

Kane County, was born

two years
the Illinois Iron and

still

733

living in Algonquin.

(1904)

After spend-

some two years in Cincinnati and Chicago,
Mr. Arvedson came to Algonquin to work on
the farm of Dr. Andrew Cornish. Here it was
that, coming under the influence of Mrs. Cornish whose granddaughter he afterward married, his religious life was quickened, and he
was ordained a minister of the Episcopal
Church, after several years' active work as laying

reader and member of St. John's Episcopal
Church, Algonquin, of which he became deacon-

Upon

in-charge.

advancement

his

to the priest-

hood in 1869, he became rector, this relation
continuing until his death, Nov. 22, 1880. For
one summer only (that of 1868), was he a resident of Kane County; but, as being the prime

mover

in the organization of St.

James

parish,

Dundee, in 1864, he was from that time actively
interested in the affairs of the county.

From

Algonquin as a center, where a church building
was completed in 1865, his missionary labors
extended to many points in Northern Illinois,
and at one place across the border into Wisconsin.
As the fruits of his missionary work, beside the church in Algonquin, an old building
was bought of the Baptists in Dundee, and new
churches erected at Wilmot, Wis., and Spring
Grove,

111.

pentersville, but sold out his interest
later to take a position in

Company

shipping

GUSTAVUS AUCUTT,

After the
death of his wife's uncle, Julius A. Carpenter,
in 1880, he assumed the management of the
flouring mill, and two years later he began

Aurora,
Y., July

shipping molding sand from the C. V. Carpenter farm, which had come into his wife's
possession.
This business he still (1904) continues, though the milling business was given
up in 1885 as no longer profitable. In 1893
a co-partnership was entered into with Ora H.
Smith in the sand and gravel business, and
three years later in the lumber, coal and feed
business.
Mr. Arvedson is now serving his
fourth term on the Board of Education, and
for many years has been a Vestryman and Warden of St. James parish, Dundee. He is also
a member of the Board of Missions of the
Protestant Episcopal Diocese of Chicago.

fifteen

Bolt

as

clerk.

ARVEDSON

(deceased),

Al-

gonquin, born in Norkoping, Sweden, Aug. 24,
1822, and educated in the public schools of his
native land, came to the United States in 1840,
in

company with William Estergren, who

is

20,

his life in his native State, attending the public

schools

when

a boy;

came

to Illinois

when

and has since lived in
Kane County. In 1869 he bought a farm in
Sugar Grove Township, and was engaged in
farming and stock-raising there until 1883,
when he sold out and purchased another farm
in Aurora Township which he still owns, but
in 1893 retired from active farming operations
and has since resided in Aurora. In 1896 he
embarked in the coal business in Aurora, and
has since been head of the firm of Aucutt &
years

age,

of

In 1862 he enlisted in the

Son.

and Twenty-fourth
for

service

the

in

was mustered out
active

REV. PETER

farmer and merchant,
was born in Oneida County, N.
1839, and spent the early years of

111.,

service.

Illinois

war
in

Mr.

of

One Hundred

Volunteer Infantry
the

and

rebellion,

1865 after three years of

Aucutt

was married

in

1865 to Miss Josephine Dennison, daughter of
Gilbert P. Dennison, of Aurora.

CHARLES
111.;

born

at

H.

BACKUS,

banker, Hampshire.

Chaplin, Conn., June

9,

1856;

came

1
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west in March, 1879, locating first at Marengo,
111., and removed to Hampshire, 111., in April,
1882, and established what is known as the
Kane County Bank, of which he has been the
owner since 1885; also has an interest in the
mercantile establishment of Backus & Sisley,

and in the Arm

Backus & Sholes, manufacturers of brick and tile; elected member
of the State Legislature in 1900, and again in
1902;
Sisley,

BAIRD

L.

banker and
born in Cayuga,
County, N. Y., son of William and Annie
(Brown) Baird; same with his parents to St.
Charles in 1836, and became the first banker in
that village, as well as one of the leading men
in the development of Kane County. Mr. Baird
died August 21, 1884.
C.

Republican and has served as
of St. Charles Township; fraternally he belongs to the I. 0. O. F.
He was married Nov. 1, 1900, to Miss M. A.
Hendricks, daughter of Adolph Hendricks, of
is

a

Highway Commissioner

Elgin.

of

married Jan. 1, 1884, Miss Emma
and they have one son, Charles S.

JAMES

man

Baldwin

(deceased),

of affairs. St. Charles,

111.;

JOHN

P. BARCKLEY,
merchant, Batavia,
born in the city where he now resides,
August 23, 1855; son of James and Mary
(Paul) Barckley; educated in the schools of
Batavia and Elgin, and later learned the
machinist's trade, which he followed for twenty-five years; was one of the organizers of the
Batavia Hardware Company in 1898. and be,

111.;

came

sole proprietor of the business in

He was married

in

1877

Miss

to

1901.

Minnie

Bartholomew, of Batavia.

LEWIS

A. BAKER, manufacturer, Elgin,
born at Ithaca, N. Y., Nov. 28, 1852, son
of Joseph and Sarah (Nickerson) Baker; in
1857 he came west with his parents, who established their home in Michigan and lived on a
farm in that State until 1866, when they removed to Kane County. In 1887 Lewis A.
Baker removed to Elgin and established a
machine shop in that city; later he purchased
the Jackson Foundry and consolidated it with
his former business; organized the Elgin Manufacturing Company, of which he has since been
President and general manager. He was married in 1873 to Miss Frances Saltmarsh, of
111.;

Ithaca, N. Y.

JOHN

M.

BALDWIN,

retired

farmer,

St.

was born at St. Charles, Dec. 13.
1858, son of James C. and Harriet (Blanchard)
Baldwin, and was reared and educated in his
Charles,

111.,

He began farming in 1876 on the
Blanchard farm, belonging to the estate
of his grandfather, and here he remained until
1884, when after an absence of three years in
1887 he returned to the farm, which continued
birth-place.

J.

B.

to be his

removed

home
to

St.

until 1891.

The

Charles, and

latter year he

engaged in

live

two years later again returned to the old farm, which he finally bought
from his mother, and of which she had been
stock business, but

the owner since 1873.

This he

now

rents to

farm retired from active
Mr.
His retirement dates from 1898.

I.

V\\

LAWRENCE

RKNCE
P.

II V It

BARKER

K

I

'.!!.

(deceased), Bata-

was born in DeRuyter, N. Y., July 29, 1811,
and was reared and educated in bis native
via,

engaged in agricultural
That year he moved to Illinois, settling
Batavia, where for a time he was engaged
the cooperage business. About 1852 he and
C. Derby opened stone quarries near Batavia,

State, until 1845 being
labors.
in
in
J.

tenants, living on the

the

work.

the

first

product of their quarries being used in
was known as the

construction of what
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Great Western Railway bridge at St. Charles,
111.
Mr. Barker and Mr. Derby were associated
together in extensive quarrying operations until
The firm of
the death of Mr. Derby in 1864.
Mallory, Derby and Barker built all the stone
work for the bridges on the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railway between Aurora and
Barker later became widely
Mr.
Chicago.

known

as

leading

a

builder

railroad

of

735

remaining on his father's farm until he was
twenty years old. In 1881 he moved to Elgin,
which has since been his home. During the
summer of 1882 he worked for the Elgin Lumber Company, and the following year was in
the employ of the grocery firm of A. M. Stewart.
In 1884 he entered the shop of the Elgin
Packing Company, and here his promotion was

the

He retired from business in 1882.
West.
Meanwhile, he had become largely interested
in land in Kane County, and these interests
occupied a very considerable share of his attenBefore the Civil War he was Sheriff of
tion.
Kane County, and from time to time has filled
various local offices. In 1845 he married Miss
Mary Gowdy, who was born and reared in
New York. She died in 1894. Mr. Barker died
June 24, 1903, aged nearly ninety-two years.

JABEZ BARKER,

farmer,

retired

Elburn,

born in Bristol County, Mass., March 27,
1818; educated in the public schools of the Bay
State, and came to Kane County, 111., in 1843;
afterwards spent some time in California and
his native State, but located permanently in
Kane County about 1850, where he was engaged in agricultural pursuits until 1898, when
he retired.. Mr. Barker was married May 19,
1840, to Sarah White, who died Nov. 25, 1902.
111.;

WILLIAM

BARKER,

P.

Batavia,

the city of his residence, July

Lawrence

of

both of

whom

and Mary
were natives

P.

7,

111.,

born

in

1850, a son

II

VIJH V

IJ.

IIVRM2S

(Gowdy)
of

New

Barker,
York. He

was educated in the East Batavia public school,
and when sixteen years of age, began with his
father in the stone quarrying and contracting

becoming a partner in 1870. Since his
retirement Mr. Barker has continued
in business devoting his attention to the lumber
business,

In May, 1890, upon the resignation of
Mr. F. L. McClure, he was made Assistant Manager, and when Mr. E. K. W. Cornell resigned,
in January, 1899, he was elected Manager.
In
1902 he was elected Secretary of the corporation
rapid.

father's

and is now (1904) holding both positions.
The Elgin Packing Company is regarded as

and coal trade, and the care of his extensive
real-estate investments and farm property, also
retaining his interest in the quarrying business.
He has served as a member of the Batavia
r
3oard of Aldermen and Board of Education. Ii
1875 he married Miss Helen Brown, daughter of
Mrs. Sarah M. Brown, of Batavia.

one of the best paying concerns in Elgin, and
has about doubled its output in the last five
years.
Mr. Barnes owns a farm west of Elgin
of 145 acres, and now has a controlling interest
in the Elgin Packing Company.
He was married June 28, 1898, to Miss Ida 'Merrifield,
daughter of Oscar C. Merrifield, of Ottawa, 111.
He served on the Elgin School Board from

HARRY

BARNES,

manufacturer, Elgin,
Bloomingdale, DuPage County,
111.,
Nov. 29, 1863, a son of George W. and
Susan (Dudley) Barnes, received his education
in the home schools and in Elgin Academy,
111.,

D.

was born

1894 to 1900.

in

WILLIAM

B.

111.;

grew

manhood

to

BARNES,

retired

born in Vermont. Nov.

Aurora,

in his native State,

machinist,
20,

1832;

and came
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to

Aurora,

111.

in

1853; employed in the shops

of the Chicago, Burlington

& Quincy Railroad

abutments

from 1864 to 1897, being foreman of the locomotive department most of the time.
Mr. Barnes
was married in 1858 to Mary E. Crance, of

of the

Aurora.

in

CHARLES HOPKINS
farmer.

BARRETT,

La Fox, Kane County; born

retired
Oct.

16,

1849, at Lenox, Mass., son of Sylvester and
Caroline (Hicks) Barrett, and removed in
infancy to Brainard, N. Y., where he began his

schooling in a private school.
When seven
years old he was taken by his parents to
Geneva, 111., where he completed his education
the public schools.
His first employment
was found on a farm, and farming has been his
in

life-work.

the

in

highway bridges were conwork was pronounced

structed by him, and his

most enduring character.

He married

Caroline Adelia Hicks, a native of New York,
who died in January, 1898. His death occurred
April,

1896.

WILLIAM H. BARRETT, (deceased). Aurora,
born in London, England, Aug. 13, 1831, and
when a year and a half old was brought by his
parents to this country, was reared and educated in Detroit, Mich., and became a blacksmith; in 1863 came to Aurora from Detroit,
and entered the employ of the Chicago. Burlington & Quincy Railroad Co.. where with brief
exceptions, he remained until near his death,
Jan. 30, 1903. He spent a short time in Canada,
and about a year at Atchison, Kan., in charge

railway shops there.

the

of

known

He was widely

as a Mason, having taken all the degrees

For
and including the thirty-second.
twenty-eight years he was Tyler for
His funeral services were
Lodge No. 254.
attended by many hundreds, attesting their beIn
lief in his worth as a man and a Mason.
married Mrs. Amarett Rosier, of
1859 he
Aurora. Mrs. Barrett was born in Erie County,
Pennsylvania, by birth a Selby, and she sur
vives her husband, living in Aurora. To Mr. and
Mrs. Barrett were born children named Emma
W. and Sadie I., of Aurora. George A. Rosier,
of Cecil. Penn.. Mrs. Fannie Rees, and Mrs.
Mary E. Wright, of Aurora, are Mrs. Barrett's
children by her first marriage.
up

to

nearly

BISHOP BARTHOLOMEW (deceased), pioneer farmer, Batavia, 111.; born at Whitehall,
Washington County, N. Y., in 1817; came to

SYLViESTEK

VK

It

SYLVESTER BARRETT
Kane County, mason and

it

I

:

I

I

(deceased). La Fox,

was born in
Lenox, Mass., in 1800, and was all bis life a
mason contractor and builder. Before coming
west he served as Selectman in his native
place.
After his arrival in Kane County, he
furnished the stone for the County Court
House; also furnished the stone for the first
school house in Geneva, and was in great demand both as a stone mason and a dealer in
stone throughout this section.
Manv of the
builder,

Chicago in 1837: settled at Naperville, DuPage
County, and there married Elmira Jones,
daughter of Z. Jones, one of the first settlers
of that county; purchased a farm three miles
north of Naperville where he lived until 1884,
when he retired and removed to Batavia. He
died Oct. 15. 1901. His first wife died in 1848.
and in 1850 he married Miss Asenath McFerran
of

Vermont.

DARIUS BARTHOLOMEW,

retired

farmer.

born near Naperville. 111., Feb. 14.
1844, son of Bishop and Emma (Jones) Bartholomew; in 1862 he enlisted in the One Hundred and Fifth Regiment. Illinois Volunteer
Batavia,

111.,

Infantry, and

was assigned

to the

Army

of the
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During his service he participated
of Resaca, Lookout Mountain.
Peach Tree Creek, and in all the engagements
of the Atlanta Campaign. After the close of
the war he returned to DuPage County, where
he was engaged in farming until 1895 when he
removed to Batavia. He was married in 1870
to Miss Annie E. Lehman, of DuPage County.
Tennessee.
the

in

battles

In 1847 he

made

737
and
Wau-

his first visit to Illinois,

three years later removed his family to

kegan, where he organized a church.
In the
meantime he had begun the study of medicine,
and after attending lectures at the Homoeopathic College at Cleveland, Ohio, he removed
to

his

Aurora

in

1852,

In

profession.

and began the practice of
medicine he proved very

successful and continued in practice until

HENRY

BARTHOLOMEW

B.

(deceased),

merchant, Batavia, 111.; born in Naperville,
DuPage County, 111., Dec. 6, 1852; reared in
DuPage County and educated at Warrenville
Academy and Northwestern College (Naperville)
began his business career at Batavia
;

lumber trade;

in 1880 in the

later

embarked

in

the coal business, but eventually combined the

two and added a stock of agricultural implements, carriages and wagons; served as Mayor
Batavia besides holding other local offices.
in 1879 to Miss Ida J. Vaughn.
Mr. Bartholomew died suddenly in Batavia,

of

homoeopathy

establish that

in

his

As a pioneer practitioner

death, Dec. 26, 1880.

the West, he did

school

of

medicine

much

to

the con-

in

fidence of the public.
He was identified with
medical education as Professor of Physiology
in the Cleveland school, which he held for one
year, and later in the chair of Physiology in the
Homoeopathic Medical College of Missouri, at
St. Louis.
His wife, born Esther Gage, was a
native of Litchfield, N. Y.

of

He was married
Oct. 10, 1901.

DR. FREDERICK L, BARTLETT, physician,
son of the preceding, was born in Poughkeepsie,
N. Y., Dec. 16, 1843, and was nine years old

when

BARTHOLOMEW,

LUCIUS
tavia,

N.

Y.,

Kane County,
Oct.

29,

111.,

was born

1825. son of

farmer,

Ba-

at Whitehall.

Thomas

Bartholo-

to manhood in New York State,
came to Illinois, locating near what
known as the Big Woods, in DuPage
County, where he was engaged in farming until
1873, when he removed to Batavia, residing

mew; grew
and
was

in 1849

time of his death,
which occurred Jan. 26, 1896. Mr. Bartholomew
was a deacon in the Baptist church for over
forty years.
He was married in 1846 to
Miss Mary Graves, daughter of Phineas Graves,
who settled in Will County, 111., in 1833, removed to DuPage County three years later,
and died in Kane County in 1887.
at the latter place until the

ABNER

R.

BARTLETT

(deceased), Aurora,

physician, and in his earlier

life

a clergyman,

was born in New Hartford, N. Y., in 1812,
While
and was reared in his native State.
a scholarly man, his education was largely
self-acquired, and he brought to the study of
theology a mind trained by self-culture, to close
thinking and reasoning. The celebrated pulpit
orator

of the Universalist church. Dr. E. H.
Chapin, was his classmate, and he entered the
Universalist ministry under favorable auspices.
Dr. Bartlett had pastorates at Poughkeepsie.
N. Y., Bath, Me., and at various other points.

the family came to Aurora, where he
received the greater part of his academic education.

At

firm of

Wagner &

first

he read law with the famous
Canfield, of Aurora, and in

from the Law Department of
of Michigan, but two years
was a graduate of the Homoeopathic Medi-

1866 graduated
the University
later

cal College of Missouri, at St.

becoming a practitioner

Louis, very soon

Aurora
Rapidly attaining prominence in his
profession, he was
speedily recognized as a leading exponent of
homoeopathy up to the time of his retirement
from professional life in 1899. He was elected
Mayor of Aurora in 1877, and for many years
was a member of the Board of Education, long
serving as its President.
In the establishment
of the Aurora Free Public Library, Dr. Bartlett played an important part.
A prominent
Republican, he has taken an important part in
political affairs, and has been intimately associated with many of the leading men of
Northern Illinois. Dr. Bartlett was married in
1879 to Miss Arvilla A. Carter, of Aurora, and
their son. Frederick A. Bartlett, physician, was
born in Aurora, 111., June 26, 1876, was educated in the Aurora schools, graduating from
the West Aurora high school in 1894, and three
years later from the Hahnemann Medical College, Chicago.
He began practice immediately
with his father, and Dr. C. E. Colwell, who had
in association

of medicine in

with his father.
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been associated with the latter for some years.
Dr. Bartlett and Dr. Colwell are

The younger
still

associated

in

the

practice

of

their

pro-

fession, Dr. Frederick L. Bartlett being retired.

Dr.

F.

A.

Bartlett

still

retains the

so long occupied by his father

old office

and his grand

father.

JOHN

E.

BARTLETT

(deceased), farmer,

Campton Township, Kane County, was born
Sept. 15, 1850, in Campton Township, and received his education from the district schools

He worked on the farm
native town.
with his parents until his marriage, March 4.
1873.
He bought a farm in 187 5, two miles
northeast of Elburn, and died Nov. 17, 1889,
leaving a widow and five sons. Mrs. Bartlett's
maiden name was Elsie Richmond, and her
parents were Almon and Hannah (Smith)
of his

Richmond.

JOSEPH P. BARTLETT (deceased), tanner
and school teacher, was born Jan. 16, 1810, at
Campton, Grafton County, N. H., and came to
Illinois in 1813.
For five years he made his
home in Winnebago County, and then bought
Government land in Kane County, where he
lived until his death. He was married Dec. 31.
1843, to Miss Julia Ann, daughter of Ephraim
and Mary (Robie) Elliott. By this marriage
he became the father of five children two
daughters and three sons. He died in March,
1893. his wife having passed away March 22.

—

1876.

L.

EDWIN BARTLETT,

farmer.

Elburn,

Kane County, born Sept. 15, 1850, on the farm
where he now lives, two and a half miles northElburn, was educated in the district
and has devoted his life to farming. He
has served his neighbors two terms as School
east

of

school,

Director.

GEORGE BARTON

(deceased), pioneer setborn in England in 1815; came to the
United States in 1834, locating first in New
York State, removing to Kane County in 1836,
where he purchased a tract of government land
upon which he resided until his death, August
27, 1903, dying at the age of eighty-eight years;
married in 1853, Miss Sarah N. Ferguson, who
•still survives and resides on the old farm in
Big Rock Township.
tler,

JAMES W. BATTLE, prominent business
man and ex-Mayor of Aurora, was born in Gill,
Franklin County, Mass., Oct. 5, 1831, son of
Ichabod and Miranda (Moore) Battle, was educated in his native town and variously employed in Massachusetts and Vermont until
1853.
The latter year he came west, and was
locomotive fireman for a time in Ohio; later he
returned east, but soon came to Michigan
City, Ind.. where he secured employment with
the New Albany & Salem Railroad, soon after
connecting himself with the Michigan Central
Railroad.
In 1859 he was with the Hannibal
& St. Joe Railroad, but the following year he
went back to Massachusetts, where for two
years he was engaged in merchandising. Since
1862, with the exception of four years in which
he was on the Northwestern as an engineer,
for most of the time until 1871 he was in the
employ of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy
Railroad as engineer. For six years thereafter
he was a grocer in Aurora, was the first superintendent of the first street car line established
in Aurora, and in 1886 was appointed Superintendent of the city water works.
In 1878 he

was elected City Alderman and served four
years; in 1882 was chosen Mayor, and in 1892
again made Alderman, and in 1894 was a
second time elected Mayor. Although ••counted
out." the Illinois Supreme Court confirmed his
claim, and he served his term. In 1898. he was
elected to the County Board, and served a
year as Superintendent of the water works. In
1903 he was chosen on the Kane County Board
of Review, a position "which he still fills.
He
has been associated with the various manufacturing interests of Aurora and is a director

and Vice-President of the Aurora Silver Plate
Manufacturing Company. In 1854 he married
Miss Cordelia Lobdell. born and bred in Ohio.
but who died in 1856.
Three years later Miss
Isabella Gilbert, a native of Massachusetts, be-

came

his wife.

HENRY

BAUMANN, druggist, Dundee,
J.
Dundee, Kane County, 111.. June 27,
1859, son of John Baumann, a native of Germany, was educated in the Dundee schools and
graduated from the St. Louis College of Pharmacy in 1878. He was employed as clerk in
born

Dr.

in

Cleveland's

store

until

1880,

when

he

bought a half-interest in the establishment, the
following year purchasing the remaining interest and now being sole proprietor.
He has
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been local manager for the Chicago Telephone
Company since it established a Dundee station,
and also does a general fire insurance business.
For two years he served as Trustee of West
Dundee, for twenty years he has been a member of the Library Board, and for four years

has

filled

Bartels,

Dr.

the President's chair.

was married. May

5,

1881,

to

Baumann

Miss Elizabeth

daughter of Charles Bartels, of West
but formerly of Dundee, 111.

Point, Neb,

ABRAHAM BEAMISH,
Township, Kane County.
Cork,

Ireland,

in

III.,

in

he was elected County Clerk by a large majority and re-elected to the same position in 1890,
thus holding the office eight years, and left
the position with the good will and esteem of

who had occasion to transact business in his
department. In October, 1897, he was appointed
by President McKinley, Secretary of Legation
and Consul-General at Guatemala, Central
America, where he served about three years,
when he was transferred to Bogota, Colombia,
all

Burlington
born in County

farmer,
111.;

came to America in
Canada; removed to Kane

1817;

1840, locating first in

County,

739

1843,

settling

in

Plato Town-

In 1853 he purchased 180 acres of land

ship.

Burlington Township, to which he subsequently added forty acres more, and here carried on dairy farming until his retirement in
1896.
He was married in 1843, to Miss Sarah
in

and of their children, two sons and
daughter are still living Samuel, John
and Lily Beamish. Mr. Beamish died May 29,
his wife surviving him until February.
1901
Mitchell,

—

one

;

1903.

GEORGE

A.

Hampshire,

111.

now

BEAZIER, retired farmer,
born in the village where he

and remained under
In 1875 and '76
he traveled extensively in Europe, and in 1883
purchased a 120-acre farm in Hampshire Township, which he conducted until 1902, when he
removed to the village, where he has since
lived retired. On January 1. 1877, he was married to Miss Mary M. Munsch, of Hampshire.
resides, Sept. 13, 1852,

the parental roof until 1875.

ARTHUR M. BEAUPRE. son of Mathias and
Sarah J. (Patrick) Beaupre, was born in 1853,
at Oswego, Kendall County, 111., where he spent
his early boyhood. In 1865 he removed with his
parents to DeKalb, 111., and when sixteen years
of age entered the office of the "Dekalb County
News" in the last named city, where he learned
the printer's trade thoroughly and made himself generally useful in all departments of the
At the age of twenty-one years he came
office.
to Aurora, where, a few months later, he was
elected Clerk of the City Court, and later

South America.
In 1903 he was appointed
by President Roosevelt, Minister Plenipotentiary and Envoy-Extraordinary of the United
States to Colombia, this being one of only two
instances where a Consul of the United States
has been promoted to the position of Minister.
In March, 1904, he was appointed Minister to
the Argentine Republic by President Roosevelt,
this mission being the most important in South
America. On October 20, 1880, he was married
to Mary F. Marsh, daughter of Hon. C. W.
Marsh, and their only child, Beatrice, was born
March 26, 1884, and is now the wife of Spencer
Stuart Dickson, British Vice-Consul at Bogota.

WILLIAM

elected for a second term, but shortly after his

was induced to accept the position
Deputy County Clerk at Geneva. In 1886

BEAUPRE, banker, Aurora,
S.
born at Ottawa, La Salle County, 111., Oct.
1844, son of Mathias Beaupre, who was of

re-election,

111.,

of

2,
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French descent and came to Illinois from Canada in 1838, locating first in Joliet and later in
Kendall County, where he served as Sheriff two
William S. Beaupre was reared in
terms.
La Salle and Kendall Counties, obtained his
education in the public schools, and began his
business career as clerk in a dry-goods store
In 1869 he was appointed Deputy
at Aurora.
Collector of Internal Revenue in the Second
District of Illinois, holding that position until
18S3, when he resigned to become Cashier of
the Aurora National Bank, organized in the
year last named, and since 1895 has been VicePresident and Manager of that institution. Mi
Beaupre is also President of the Kane County
Title & Trust Company, which he organized
in 1902 by consolidating the Kane County Abstract and the People's Abstract offices; is a
Director of the Fox River Light. Heat & Power

of

the

cement

and concrete trade, including

He worked

six winters learning the
photograph business. August 10, 1901, he was
taken into partnership with his father, who
is a pioneer in Elgin in this line of business.

paving.

In the

summer season they employ from

fifteen

men, and at the present time have
orders enough on hand to keep the full force
of men at work until snow flies.
Their office
to eighteen

is

Room

Hubbard Block, Elgin.

5,

was married

Sept.

25,

Anderson, a native of

1901,

to

Mr. Bell
Miss Ethel

Illinois.

in the distribu-

Company, a pioneer enterprise

tion of gas from a central plant to surrounding

towns in the Fox River Valley; is Director
and Treasurer of the Home Building & Loan
Association of Aurora; has been a member of
East Side)
the Aurora Board of Education
for twenty-two years, and a Director of the
Aurora Free Library since its organization. He
is a Knight Templar in Masonry, and a member
He married
of other fraternal organizations.
Miss Julia Brady, daughter of Lorenzo D.
banker of
Brady, a pioneer merchant and
Aurora, a sketch of whom may be found elsewhere in this volume.
(

FRED.

W.

BELDEN

lived in Rochester, N.

came with

Y.,

his parents to

farmer,

(deceased),

born at Batavia, N. Y., May
at his home near Kaneville,

1841,

8,

Sept.

111.,

until

and died

1858,

Illinois

3,

and

settled

on a farm near Batavia, Kane County; married
Mr. Belden was one of
in 1863 Sarah Annis.

most widely known farmers in Illinois,
and was noted at all county fairs and agrithe

cultural

exhibitions

fine cattle

GEORGE
111.,

held

in

Illinois

for

the

he raised on his farm.
C.

was born

BELL, cement
in

contractor, Elgin,

Battle Creek, Mich.. June

3,

son of Edward and Mary C. (Mitchell)
Bell.
When an infant he was brought by his
parents to Elgin, where he received his education in the Elgin Academy and the Ballon
He spent his summers
Business College.
working with his father, and learning all kinds
1881,

GEORGE

1903,

A. in

I

i

ii

when he

GEORGE

BEITH. retired farmer. CampKane County, born Jan. 7, 1848,
in St. Charles, 111., son of William and Mary
(Allen) Beith. was educated in
the public
A.

ton Township.

schools,

the

private school

of

Mr.

McClellan.

and the Bryant & Stratton's Business College
of Chicago, where he took a course. In 1892 he
bought the old homestead farm of his father,
having already bought the Kenier place adjoining.
For three years he was Assessor, and
has been School Director since he was twentyone years old. He is a deacon and trustee of
the Congregational Church, of which he has
been treasurer since its organization. He was
married Sept. 21. 1871, to Miss Lucinda, daughter of Almon and Hannah (Smith) Richmond
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BELLEVUE PLACE SANITARIUM,

an

in-

stitution for the treatment of female patients

with

afflicted

nervous and

mental

disorders,

was founded in 1867,
by Dr. Richard J. Patterson, who was a noteu
specialist in this line and had previously had
located at Batavia,

It

111.

a wide experience in other institutions of like
The institution gained a wide celeb-

character.
rity

under Dr. Patterson's management, which

It is still
continued until his death in 1892.
continued under the management of Dr. Patterson's successors, who have introduced many im-

improvements since
tinguished

within

its

his death,

have

patients

and many

received

pany, with Mr. Bennett as its General Manager.
He served as Mayor of St. Charles four consecuMr. Bennett
from 1891 to 1899.
tive terms
was married in October, 1868, to Miss Harriet

—

French of Vermont, who died
again married,

Needham,
Clara

walls.

E.,

May

1883,

3,

in 1881.
to

He was

Miss Eleanor

One daughter,
and
and Sydney R., of the

Montpelier, Vt.

of

was born

of the first marriage,

two sons, Edward E.
second union.

Mr. Bennett

is

a

member

of the

Masonic fraternity.

BENNIE BENSON,

dis-

treatment

74i

farmer, Kaneville TownKane County, was born March 31, 1858,
Sweden, and came to Kane County in 1880.

ship,
in

a farm many years, and in 1895
buy a place for himself four and

He worked on

LEONARD BENJAMIN

(deceased), pioneer;

1813; came to
Government land
in Sugar Grove Township, Kane County, where
he resided and carried on general farming and
stock-raising until his death in 1895. The old

born at Sangerfield, N.
Illinois in 1837,

Y.,

in

locating on

homestead is now the residence of his son.
Todd Benjamin. Mr. Benjamin was also one of
school

the pioneer

teachers of

Kane County.

He

was married in 1847 to Miss Lucretia
Emery, who still survives her husband and lives
in Sugar Grove.

PRATT BENJAMIN, farmer and stock-raiser,
Sugar Grove Township, Kane County; born in
the township where he now resides, June 5,
1855; was reared on a farm and educated in
the public schools, the Sugar Grove Normal and
Industrial Institute and the Jennings Seminary,
Aurora. He has been engaged in farming during his entire business career. Mr. Benjamin
was married in 1878 to Miss Jane Densmore.

ARTHUR
Charles,

A.

111.,

BENNETT,

was born

manufacturer,

St.

in Montpelier, Vt., July

son of George H. and Emeline Bennett,
youth becoming a graduate of the Montpelier high school and a student of Dartmouth
College.
Upon leaving college he became interested in farming, in which he was engaged a
number of years, his next employment being in
connection with the creamery business in New
York, after which going to Canada, he there
built and equipped about thirty creameries. In
Burlington, Vt., he entered into the employ of
a company for making sugar from milk. This
31, 1847,

in his

factory

where

it

was removed
is

now

in

1886 to St. Charles,

the National Sugar Milk Com-

was able

to

a half miles southwest of Elburn.

In politics

he is a Republican, and in religion a Lutheran,
being a member of the Lutheran church of
Batavia. In March, 1885, Mr. Benson was married to Miss Mary Anderson, and to them have
come two daughters.

CHARLES BENTON,
Kaneville,
ship,

111.,

farmer and stock-raiser,
in Blackberry Town-

was born

Kane County, May 16, 1845, the son
Jemima (Shaw) Benton. After

bert and

of Gilfinish-

ing his education in the public schools, he began
farming on the old homestead, which has been
In politics
his business to the present time.
he is a Democrat, and for the past ten years has
served as Road Commissioner. He belongs to
the Masonic fraternity. He was married, May
16, 1876, to Judith J. Price, and they have had
five children, four sons and one daughter.

TILGHMAN H. BEREMAN (deceased),
Aurora, born in Danville, Ind., Sept. 16, 1839,
son of Samuel and Eleanor (Ellis) Bereman
in his boyhood the family removed to Iowa
where he grew up on a farm; educated in the
public school and at Lombard University, Galeswas engaged in trade at Mt. Pleasant,
Iowa, until his election as Auditor of Henry
County, a position he filled for four years;
afterward connected with the Western Wheeled
Scraper Company, and when this company
removed to Aurora, he followed it, and became
cashier, a position he held until his death,
burg;

—

In 1866 he married Miss Rebecca
6, 1899.
Holmes, of Mt. Pleasant, Iowa. The surviving
members of the family are Mrs. Bereman,
James and Sherman Bereman, all of Aurora.

Dec.
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HERBERT

Z.

BERRY,

printer and publisher,

Aurora, 111., born at Medina, Medina County,
Ohio, Nov. 7, 1835, came with his parents to
Illinois in 1857 and grew up in Aurora, where

he obtained his education in the public schools
In 1872 he
and learned the printer's trade.
became associated with the Aurora Beacon, and
was identified with that paper until the spring
of 1897, acting as

manager

of the publication

during the last ten years of his service. In
1898 he associated himself with A. G. Wormwood, thus establishing the now well-known
Mr.
printing house of Wormwood & Berry.
Berry is a director and Vice-President of the
Improvement, Building & Loan Association,
with which he has been officially identified
since its organization; has been prominent in
the councils of the Republican party of Aurora
for twenty years, and for sixteen years was
Secretary of the Republican organization in
the city.
He was married in 1880 to Miss
Martha W. Hoyt, daughter of A. J. and Caroline
Hoyt of Aurora.

in 1843 came to Maple Park, 111., where
he bought a farm one mile north of Elburn.
This place he sold in 1847, to purchase
another farm near Lodi (now Maple Park),
where he lived until 1879. That year he built

and

home in Maple Park, where he is now living
a retired life. In his active years Mr. Beverly
has taken a leading part in the political and

a

home community.

business affairs of his

He

has been Collector, Road Commissioner, School
Trustee,

Mayor

of

Maple Park and for sixteen

Assessor of the Town of Virgil.
His
marriage to Miss Mary Jenkins occurred in
September, 1845. She died Dec. 27, 1846, and
he married his second wife. Miss Sarah J.
Smith, in October, 1849.
She became the
mother of six children, only two of whom are
now living. She died Jan. 30. 1863. Miss Leannah Bennett became Mr. Beverly's third wife,
and of her six children, two daughters and one
son are now living.
years

MELVIN BEVERLY, carpenter and joiner.
Maple Park, Kane County, born Sept. 24, 1842,
in Chautauqua County, N. Y., received his education in the schools of his native State, and
came to Kane County. 111., in 1860. Here he
worked as a carpenter and joiner, and established a business as a contractor and builder,
which he discontinued to enter the Union army,
in April, 1862, when he became a member of
At
he was taken

the Sixty-fifth Illinois Volunteer Infantry.

Harper's Ferry, on Sept.

15, 1862.

was paroled, and coming to Chicago,
the Thirteenth Regiment United
Slates Regular Army.
On Feb. 5. following.

prisoner,
enlisted

he

in

received

his

discharge,

manently injured so as
legs.

ness

On
as

having been

per-

to seriously affect

his

home he resumed his busicarpenter, and was quite a noted

his return

a

Mr. Beverly was married, Aug. 15.
Miss Hattie Snoop, of Kane County,
and they have had four children two sons and
builder.
1878,

to

—

two daughters.

MILTON

J.

BEVERLY. Deputy

Kane County Probate

ILBERT

BEVER.I/V.

ALBERT BEVERLY,
Park, born
12,

1825,

Master)
the

in

son
Smith,

district

retired farmer, Maple
Oneida County, N. Y., March
of David and Eleanor
Mc(

received

schools

of

his

his

education in
native place.

Clerk of the

Court, Maple Park,

Kane

County, 111., was born in Virgil Township,
Kane County, Dec. 11, 1874, son of Albert
Beverly and Leannah (Bennett) Beverly; was
educated in the public schools and the Metropolitan Business College (Chicago), and trained
to merchandising, being employed for eight
years in the general store of L. C. Clyne al
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Maple Park. In November,
was appointed Deputy Clerk

1900, Mr.

Beverly

Kane County Probate Court to succeed Capt. Ben Gould,
and has since filled that position, in the meantime becoming well known to the people of
of the
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exhibition has been added, and an entertainladies of Big Rock
each year have added largely to the importance
of the occasion.
As high as 5,000 people have
been in attendance at these exhibitions, and
the day of the Big Rock Plowing Match is an
annual holiday in this region.

ment and exhibits by the

ALEXANDER

BINNIE, pioneer farmer, DunTownship, Kane County, was born in Kirkliston, Scotland. Dec. 22, 1829, and there lived
with his parents, attending the Parish school
until eighteen years of age. He is the youngest
dee,

whom

of a family of nine children, all of

are

deceased except one brother, Henry, who at
present lives in Iowa.
At eighteen years of
age Mr. Binnie went out into the world to "hoe

own row," working

his

until
later

for his brother David
coming to the States in 1848. Two years
he met and married Miss Jane Wilson.

one son (John, now deceased) being the result
His wife died in 1878. Knowing
it was "not good for man to be alone," he marof this union.

ried

as his

second wife Bethia F.

Crichton,,

whose companionship, with their six children
four sons and two daughters he at present

—

—

a stanch Republican,
and has always been interested in the welfare
of his country, State and town, taking an active
part in school and town affairs, and served as
In politics he

enjoys.

Town
Kane County.

In political views he is a Repub-

and served at Tax Collector of Virgil
Township four years. He is a Thirty-second
Degree Mason, and a member of many other
fraternal organizations. Mr. Beverly was mar-

lican

ried in 1893 to Miss
ter

of

Oliver and

Maple Park,

Emma

Sarah

(

M. Kenyon, daughFarah Kenyon of
)

Assessor

At present he

for

is

twelve consecutive years.

reputed one of the largest
land-owners in the township, and is the heavto
the Borden Condensed
iest milk-shipper
is

Milk Company, at Carpentersville.

Through-

out his long residence of more than
in

Dundee, he has been one of

its

fifty

years

most active

citizens.

111.

WILLIAM WARD BISHOP,
BIG ROCK PLOWING MATCH,

farm contest which originated in Big Rock Township,
in 1895, William Thomas and others being the
promoters. The first President of the association was William Thomas, and the first plowing match was held on his farm one mile north
of the village of Big Rock.
The purpose was
to bring the farmers of the community together for object lessons in plowing, and to
promote friendly rivalry in this important
a

feature of agriculture, prizes being offered for
the best work of this kind.
The first match
proved successful beyond expectation, and new
features have since been developed.

A

grain

facturer and banker, Aurora,

County,

England,

April

111.;

19,

pioneer

manu-

born

Essex

1821

;

in

came

America when a lad and spent his youth
Massachusetts where he was engaged in
foundry for several years; came to Illinois

to
in
a

in

a foundry of considerable
Aurora, which he conducted very
successfully until 1865; was President of the
Aurora Cotton Mills, and also of the Bishop &
Colter Bank, which later became the First
National Bank. Mr. Bishop served as director
of the latter institution until the time of his
death, Oct. 26, 1892.
He was married in 1845
to Miss Julia Ann Shepherd, and they became
1852,

establishing

magnitude

in
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Frank William,
the parents of two children:
died in 1895, and Mrs. Fanny Henderson,

who

of Aurora.

Mrs. Bishop

FRANCIS
geon,

Aug.

and

H.
Geneva,

28,

1846;

obtained

BLACKMAN,
born

physician and sur-

at

Naperville,

was reared on

his father's

111.;

his

pany.

living (1903).

is still

academic

111..

farm

education

in Elgin, and in 1892 was elected Secretary
and Treasurer of the Elgin Silver Plate Com-

at

Lawrence University (Appleton, Wis.); graduated from the
Department of Medicine of the Northwestern
Clark's Seminary (Aurora) and

In political matters he is a Republican,

and in 1898 was chosen a member of the Board
of Education, where he served three years,
two years of that time being President of the
Public Library Board. He belongs to the Modern Woodmen of America and the Century
Club.

University with the class of 1870; located in
Geneva immediately after graduation and has
since

been

engaged

practice in that city.

in

medical

June

Miss Julia A. Cole, who

is

1,

and surgical

1871. he married

also a graduate in

the science of medicine.

CHARLES

•IOH\ M.

HI, \< Kill l(\.

JOHN M. BLACKBURN, Secretary and Treasurer Elgin Silver Plate Company, Elgin. 111.,
born in Cleveland, Ohio, Jan. 29. 1858, was educated in the city schools of his native place, and
entered the employ of the Meriden Britannia
Company, Meriden, Conn., in 1877 as a clerk.
In 1882 he equipped and managed a branch
at Toronto, Out.
He spent 1889 in
Meriden. and in 1890 was elected Secretary
and Treasurer of the Griffin Silver Plate Company of Chicago. The following year he located

factory

L.

m

.

\

\

<

n

\ it i>.

CHARLES L. BLANCHARD. undertaker and
insurance agent. St. Charles. 111., born in Chicago Nov. 27. 1852. son of Zara A. and Elizabeth
(Jordan) Blanchard, was brought to St. Charles
by his parents when an infant, and was there
reared and educated. He was in Kansas from
1869 to 1873, and began his business career as
a clerk in the old Kane County National Bank
in 1875.
In 1S79 he went to Kansas City to
enter the employ of the Santa Fe Railroad,
which he served four years, and for four years
following was

For

in

the

real-estate

business

in

railway
contracting business in Kansas and Kentucky.
In 1893 he returned to St. Charles, and for a
time was inactive, but in February, 1896, took
up the undertaking business, in which he is at
present (1903) engaged. Fraternally Mr. Blanchard is a Mason and belongs to Fox River
that

city.

five

years

he

did

a
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Chapter, No. 14, and Unity Lodge, No. 48, and
Mr.
to St. Charles Lodge, No. 14, I. O. O. F.
Blanchard was married, Feb. 26, 1896, to Miss
Florence, daughter of Leonard and Caroline

Howard, the oldest settlers of St.
They have one child, a daughter,

(Smith)
Charles.

Wilda

B.

GUSTAVUS

BLANCHARD

P.

(deceased),

carpenter and well driller, St. Charles, 111.;
born in Cayuga County, N. Y., August 10, 1831;
came to St. Charles with his father in 1837, and
in 1849 made a trip to the California gold fields,

where he remained ten years. Returning to St.
Charles in 1859, he was variously employed
until the time of his death, Feb. 15, 1900.

was married

to

He

Lucy Sunderland,

of Highgate,

BLANCHARD

(deceased),

Vt.

WILLIAM

L.

farmer, Aurora, 111., was born in Newton, R. I.,
in 1785, was reared in his native State, and
married Hannah Hull, of Tolland, Conn. They
spent their early married lives in Eaton, N. Y.,

and

in

came west to Aurora, 111., where
for some years and then located on a

1839

they lived

farm near that
in

surviving

ZARA
and

city.

There Mr. Blanchard died

Mrs. Conant, of Batavia,

1852.

member

A.

BLANCHARD

farmer,

St.

is

the only

of the family.

(deceased), engineer

Charles,

111.,

was

born

Jefferson County, N. Y., Sept. 29, 1829, and

in

came

Charles with his parents March 2, 1838.
on a farm in Section 17, near the
village, and Zara received his education in the
Mr. Blanchard's first busiSt. Charles schools.
ness experience was as engineer on a construction train of the Galena Division of the Illinois
Central Railroad, from 1851 to 1854. The latter
year he returned to St. Charles, where for ten
years he worked as a carpenter, and then removed to a farm east of the city. He was married in 1851 to Elizabeth Jordan, who was born
in England, and was a school teacher in St.
Charles at the time of her marriage.
Mr.
Blanchard died in the spring of 1895, leaving
two children:
Charles L. Blanchard and a
daughter, now Mrs. C. C. Morse, of Chicago.
to St.

They

settled
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one of the pioneers of the county. He
the family homestead, and
given his education in the public schools. As
a young man he began farming, and has continued that occupation to the present time,
being also extensively interested in stockraising.
His attention was early turned to
banking enterprises, and he is a director of the
old Second National Bank at Aurora.
In 1888
Miss Grace Carter, of DeKalb, became his wife.
Bliss,

was brought up on

BLISS

deceased merchant and farmer,
was born in Strafford, Vt., in 1806,
and died at Sugar Grove, 111., in 1888. His
father having died when the son was four years
of age, he grew to years of maturity in the
family of his uncle, Judge Harris, of Strafford,
where he obtained his education in the old-time
"select schools," and in his early manhood
taught school for a time. Later he went to
Boston, Mass., where he was trained in merchandising, and afterwards returned to Strafford, where he was connected with
Judge
P. Y.

Aurora,

(

)

,

111.,

Harris in the mercantile business for several
Some time in the '30s he came west,
bringing with him a stock of goods and intending to locate in St. Louis, Mo., but a dishonest
clerk having run away with a part of his goods
caused him to change his plans, and he then
came to Kane County and opened a store at
Sugar Grove. For years thereafter he was well
known throughout that portion of the county
as the pioneer merchant. Later he purchased
a farm near by, and thereafter, until his death,
was a successful farmer.
His leisure hours
were devoted largely to literary work, and he
became a frequent contributor to newspapers
years.

and periodicals.

He was

financier

of

H. BLISS, prominent farmer and

Sugar

Grove

Township,

Kane

County, was born in the town where he is now
doing business. Nov. 5, 1850, a son of P. Y.

among

the

the protection of wild birds, and he built up a

country home. In 1846 he married
Miss Helen Mather
a descendant of Cotton
Mather), born at Lodi, Erie County, N. Y., and
came west with her parents, who located in
Kane County at a very early date. Since her
husband's death Mrs. Bliss has resided at
Aurora, and her son, J. Harris Bliss, now occupies the old homestead at Sugar Grove.
beautiful

(

CHESTER W. BOLCUM,
JEDEDIAH

notable

pioneers for his advocacy of tree planting and

raiser,

Wasco,

111.,

farmer and stockin the town of

was born

Fowler, Jefferson County, N. Y., Jan. 17, 1852,
son of George F. and Bessie (Jeffers) Bolcum.
His father, who was born Aug. 16, 1819, is
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Chester W. Bolcum acquired his
Oneida County, N. Y., and has
earned his own way since the age of seven
years, working for his board, clothes and
schooling until he was thirteen years old, when
he started lumber-jobbing, and very soon had
still

living.

education in

from ten

to thirty

men under

When

his charge.

he reached Ihe age of twenty-one he came to
Piano, 111., and, entering the employ of Lewis
Steward, soon became foreman and general
manager of his extensive mills and factories.
This position he held for about eight years,
when he rented a farm about half a mile from
the present site of Wasco and engaged in extensive dairying operations, at the same time
In 1887 he
several rented places.
bought a farm one mile north of Wasco, and
the adjoining farm in 1901, all comprising 232
He has sold his dairy interests, and
acres.

operating

now
stock.

devotes his attention to dealing in live
Several times a year he makes extensive

trips into

He is a member of the Order of Odd
Fellows and the Modern Woodmen of America,
and for six years was a correspondent of the
Agricultural Department at Washington, making out regular reports as to the condition of
crops in Kane County.
years.

Iowa and Wisconsin, where he purMr. Bolcum was married, Feb.

chases cattle.

19, 1879, to Miss Cassie Buckley, daughter of
Joseph and Jane (Hartman) Buckley, and they
have had eight daughters and two sons one
daughter dying in infancy. Mr. Bolcum is a
Republican, and has served as a member of the
School Board for about eighteen years, and has
been Commissioner of Highways for many
years.
For five years he has been commander
of the local lodge Knights of Maccabees, and
helped organize the Great Camp at Chicago. In
the conventions of the order at Peoria and
Springfield he was a prominent figure.
He is
a member of Unity Lodge, No. 48, A. F. & A.
M., at St. Charles, one of the oldest lodges in

—

GAIL BORDEN

(deceased) was born at Nor-

wich, N. Y., in 1801, and reared in Ohio and
Indiana, received a good education, and in his
early

manhood taught

where he was
Surveyor;

engaged

in

school in Mississippi,
a United States Deputy
1829 went to Texas, where he
also

was

farming and stock-raising;

in

appointed Superintendent of Official Surveys by
General Austin, and compiled the first topographical map of the Texas colonies. He had
charge of the land office at San Felipe, and
published the only newspaper issued in Texas
during the Revolution; was Collector of the
Port of Galveston in 1837, and was afterward
agent of the Galveston City Company for
twelve years. Returning to the North, he located in Elgin, 111., where he became famous
as the pioneer manufacturer of condensed milk
and other kinds of concentrated foods.
He
died Jan. 11, 1874. The Public Library of Elgin
is named in his honor.
J.

M.

BORDEN,

merchant, Dundee,

at Cazenovia. N. Y., Nov.

8,

1838;

111.;

born

came with

Dundee in 1854; engaged in the
and lumber trade in Dundee, and at the
present time is a member of the firm of Borden.

his parents to
coal

Westerman &

Co.;

is

also

interested

in

the

wholesale cigar trade in Chicago, to which he
devotes most of his attention.

Illinois.

CHARLES BOLZ,

merchant. Dundee, 111., was
born in Dundee Township, Kane County, Oct.
19, 18G7, son of Michael and Christina
Sorn
Bolz, grew to manhood on his father's farm,
and received his education in the local schools.
He was engaged in farming until the spring of
1902, when, in company with his younger
brother, August, he bought out the firm of E.
M. Garrison & Co., and engaged in the sale of
agricultural implements in Dundee. This business they have since continued on an extensive
scale under the firm name of Bolz Brothers, and
have a trade which extends over a good part of
three counties. He served as a member of the
Dundee Township School Board for twelve
(

FRANK S. BOSWORTH, dealer in lumber
and coal. Elgin, 111.: born at Boston, Erie
County. N. Y., Dec. 17, 1832; came west with
his grandparents in 1839;
began his business
career in 1S43 as a clerk in his uncle's store
at Dundee, with whom he became a business
partner in 1852, which was continued until
1866; came to Elgin in 1871 and has since been
connected with business interests in that city.
ALFRED BOSWORTH.

banker.

Elgin.

111.,

Dundee, 111., son of I. C.
and Mary (Root) Bosworth, received his education in the Dundee schools and from the old
University of Chicago, from which he was
graduated in 1866 and is now one of its Trusborn April

1,

1S46. at
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tees. The following year he was made a partner
with his father and George M. Peck in a large
mercantile enterprise at Elgin, with which he
remained connected until 1875, when he engaged
in banking as a member of the firm of Bosworth, Carpenter & Co. The year following
he bought a controlling interest in the First

largely

interested
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in

a

number

of

important

As a public-spirited citizen he was
always ready to serve in any useful capacity.
For years he was a member of the Board of
Trustees of the Northern Hospital for the
Insane; was on the Board of Trustees of the
University of Chicago; served as an Alderman
and Supervisor in Elgin, and, prior to 1875,
had been Vice-President of the Home National
Bank. Mr. Bosworth was married in 1844 to
Miss Mary Ann Root, of Elgin, and died .Tan.
enterprises.

12,

1888, in his

HENRY
in

Dundee,

I.

own home.

BOSWORTH,

111.,

banker, Elgin, born

Sept. 10, 1854, son of

was educated

I.

C. Bos-

Elgin public schools
and academy, and graduated from the old
University of Chicago in 1876. For about a
year he was a clerk in the establishment of
worth,

National
active

Bank, became

management

its

cashier,

in the

and took

of its affairs, a position he

has since retained. For one term he has been
Treasurer of the city of Elgin, and is highly
regarded by the business men and the public
generally.
He was married in 1873 to Miss
Eleanora M. Wheeler, of Bradsborough, Vt.

INCREASE

C.

BOSWORTH

and banker, Elgin,

(deceased), mer-

born April 2.
came west to
Chicago in 1838, but, remaining there only a
short time, removed to Dundee, where he
started a general store. There he was in business until 1867, when he removed to Elgin and
continued in the same line until 1875, when he
turned his attention to banking interests. The
following year he bought an interest in the
Bank of Elgin, became its
First National
President, and held that position during the
remainder of his life. His investments were
extensive in and around Elgin, and he was
chant

111.,

1812, in Saratoga County, N. Y.,

Bosworth Brothers & Peck, and in 1879 accepted a clerkship in the First National Bank,
his father being President.

For several years

he has been Second Vice-President of the bank,
with which he has been connected continuously
since his first entrance into its service.
He
has been Treasurer of the City of Elgin several
terms, a member of the Board of Supervisors,
and is now (1903) a member of the Library
Board.
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WILLIAM

BOSWORTH

E.

(deceased),

and a graduate

schools,

RICHARD

for-

mer merchant, Elgin, was born in Dundee. 111.,
Oct. 5, 1848, was a student of the Dundee local
of the old University

The same year he became
the firm of Bosworth Brothers &

of Chicago in 1869.

BOTSFORD,

N.

was bom

attorney, Elgin.

Newtown. Fairfield County,
Conn., Oct. 28, 1830;
became a graduate of
the Connecticut State Normal School. New
Britain, Conn., in 1851. when he came to St.
111.,

at

a member of
Peck, a noted dry-goods house, which, by the
retirement of Alfred Bosworth in 1874, became
Bosworth & Peck. In 1881 Mr. Peck retired,
leaving the entire business in the hands of

Mr. Bosworth, who built up a large and growing
In June, 1902,
trade in dry-goods and carpets.
he sold out to Cohen Brothers and retired from
Mr. Bosworth was largely interested
farm lands, and owned a number of fine
farms in association with his brothers. In the
'80s he was a member of the Board of Trustees
of the University of Chicago, and at the time
of his death was a member of the Board of
Trustees of Elgin Academy and of the School
business.
in

KIC'HAKU
Charles.

111.,

in

the

BOTSFORD

N.

fall

of that year.

For a

lime he was engaged in leaching and in the
publication ol the St. Charles ''Chronicle." He
studied law and was admitted to the Bar in
1857.
Beginning his practice the following
year, Mr. Botsford soon attained a good standing in his profession, and was elected County

Judge

\\

1

1

i

i

\ ii

E.

novum:

in

in

1870

In

1861, filling this position four years.

he

located

in

Elgin.

In

politics

a

Democrat, he was nominated for Supreme
Judge on the Stale ticket in 1897. He is attorney for the Chicago & Northwestern Railway
and the First National Bank, and very actively
assisted in promoting the construction of the
Chicago & Pacific Railway Company, being both
a stockholder in the company and attorney for

Board of Elgin. From his University days he
maintained his connection with the Phi Kappa

the

He was a deacon in the Baptist
more than twenty years. He was
married, May 12, 1874, to Miss Ida L. Wood-

A. BOWDISH, retired farmer, Auboin at Milford, Olsego County. N.
Y.. Sept. 7. 1S33;
came west in 1849 with his
parents, who settled in Blackberry Township.
Kane County: began his business career as a

Psi Society.

Church

for

daughter of Cyrus H. Woodruff, of Elgin.
His death occurred Oct. 30, 1903.
ruff,

company before the

FULLER

rora.

111.,

courts.
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farmer and followed that occupation

in

Black-

berry Township until the spring of 1900, when
he retired and removed lo Aurora, where he
has since resided. He was married to Miss

Malinda Acres, and their children are Gordon
A. and Elbridge S.

GEORGE

S.

and

BOWEN,

retired merchant,

capitalist,

Elgin,

man-

111.,

In 1853, in company
chant of that period.
with his brother, Chauncey T. Bowen, and
others, he purchased the establishment of his
employer, Mr. Wood, and founded the firm of
Mills, Bowen, Dillenbeck & Co., which three
years later was changed to Bowen Brothers,
the latter for many years conducting one of
the leading wholesale dry-goods and notion
houses of Chicago. Col. J. H. Bowen, another
brother, became a member of the concern in
1857, the firm some time before the Are of

becoming Bowen, Whitman & Winslow.
After
later Bowen, Hunt & Winslow.
the fire, in which Mr. Bowen was a heavy loser,
having retired from trade, he removed to Elgin,
which has since been his home, in the meantime maintaining his connection with business
and financial affairs in Chicago. While a resident of Chicago Mr. Bowen was active in the
advancement of many enterprises calculated to
promote the commercial, manufacturing and
1871

and

still

educational interests of the city.

may

the

resulted in

Public Library.

In

founding of
1871

he took

part in the organization of the Chicago & Pacific
Railway Company, serving as Treasurer, Vice-

President and President, and after his removal
Elgin was an active factor in promoting the
construction of this line, now a part of the
Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul system. His
to

born at
Ingham's Mills, Herkimer County, N. Y., Nov.
was educated in the public schools,
30, 1829;
and obtained his first business experience in the
Manufacturing
of
the Wool-Growers'
office
Company, of Little Falls, N. Y., where he was
employed six years. He came to Chicago in
1849, and soon after entered into the employment of N. H. Wood, a leading dry-goods merufacturer

movement which
the present

749

Among

these

be mentioned the Woolen Manufacturers'

Association of the Northwest, of which he was
the President for many years, and under whose
auspices a number of expositions of woolen

goods were held in Chicago, Cincinnati, Indianapolis
St. Louis and other cities.
He also
inaugurated the movement which resulted in
the organization of the Chicago Manufacturers'
Association and the Chicago Exposition, which
was carried on successfully for a number of
years, and in support of which, by his personal
efforts, he succeeded in raising $150,000 for the
erection of the Exposition buildings.
In 1861
he was chosen President of the Chicago Library
Board, and after the fire of 1871 organized the

connection with this enterprise continued during the life of the original corporation, and he
negotiated the sale which resulted in the
transfer of the property to the St. Paul line.
Mr. Bowen has since represented various financial interests and railroad enterprises, and has
spent much time in Europe in negotiation with
He has been largely
capitalists and investors.
interested in the introduction of the tower
system of electric lighting, establishing plants
in

New

Orleans,

Detroit,

Macon and Savannah,

Ga.;

Evansville,

La

Crosse,

Ind.;

Wis.;

Fargo, N. D.: the City of Mexico, Elgin and
other cities. In 1879 he conducted a manufacturers' excursion to Mexico, the results of

which have been apparent

in

the increase of

with that country, and has also been
active in promoting more intimate commercial
relations with South American States.
He is
now the President of the North Pacific TradingCompany of Chicago and Tokio, importers and
exporters of Japanese and American goods.
Mr. Bowen was one of the founders of the Elgin
Board of Trade, and served as Mayor of that
city two years
(1872-3), his administration
being remembered as one of the most businesstrade

like

and progressive in the history of the city.
he was an unsuccessful candidate for

In 1896

Congress in opposition to present United States
Senator A. J. Hopkins. His long and active
business career and his interest in public at"
fairs have brought him in contact with many
leading men in public life, financiers and men
of affairs, and few men now living in the West
have had more interesting and varied experiences. Mr. Bowen was married in 1854 to Miss
Julia E. Byington, at Salisbury Center, N. Y,

CAPT. FRANCIS H. BOWMAN, retired merchant and banker, St. Charles, Kane County,
born in Binghamton, N. Y., May 9, 1816,
111.,
son of Ebenezer and Sylvia (Barnaby) Bowman, of English ancestry; was educated in the
schools of his native place, and in 1834 went to
Ithaca, N. Y., where he entered upon a course
of training for mercantile pursuits in the gen-
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eral

store of his

uncle,

Hiram Heath

;

later

public schools and a lo^al academy.

On March

spent some nine years as clerk in a hardware
store at Auburn, N. Y., when in 1845 he came
to St. Charles, Kane County, 111., where he had
previously been interested in business with a

he enlisted in Company H, Eleventh
New York Volunteer Cavalry, being mustered
into the service on Staten Island shortly afterward. His first year of military life was spent

former fellow-employe, and soon after engaged
in the hardware trade there, becoming head
of the firm of Bowman & Lloyd, in the meantime also operating an iron foundry. Having

with his command in and around Washington;
the second year the regiment was sent to New
Orleans, and spent the rest of the period of

disposed of a part of his business interests in
1861, he took part in the organization of the

Regiment Illinois Volunteer Inwhich he was commissioned Captain

Fifty-second
fantry, in
of

Company

G, receiving his "baptism of fire"

at the battle of Shiloh in April, 1862.

Having

resigned his commission during this year, he
returned to St. Charles and there resumed his

connection with the hardware and manufacturing business, and later helped to organize the
Kane County National Bank, of which he was
chosen a Director, serving in this capacity
during its entire existence. The Kane County
National Bank having been dissolved, he became a stockholder in its successor, the banking
house of J. C. Baird & Co., after the death of
Mr. Baird becoming manager of the latter concern, which finally took the name of Bowman,
Warne & Steward, and of which he continued
to be the head until 1898, when he retired from
business. Captain Bowman has been a member of the Republican party since its organization, and has represented his party in many
State and County Conventions.
He was a

member

of

the

first

Kane County Board

5,

1862,

the Civil War in the Department of the Gulf.
Mr. Bowron was mustered out March 5, 1865,
at Memphis, Tenn., having served twenty-six
months as Orderly Sergeant and later as Sec
ond Lieutenant.
After revisiting New York,
he came to Aurora. 111., where for twelve years
he was in the employ of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad Company. In 1877 he
purchased a farm on the edge of Geneva, Kane
County, 111., where he was entirely engaged in
farming and dairying until 1896, when he removed to Aurora, where he has maintained his
home to the present time. Mr. Bowron is a

Knight Templar Mason and
Grand Army of the Republic.

a

member

of the

In 1870 he mar-

ried Miss Clara A. Earle, daughter of Charles

Earle,

C.

this

whose name appears elsewhere

in

work.

of

Supervisors for St. Charles Township, has
served as Village Trustee, and is at present
(1903) Township Treasurer.
For sixty-three
years he has been a member of the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows, and has frequently served
as delegate to the Grand Lodge and Grand

Encampments.

In addition to his banking and
mercantile interests, he has been a stockholder
in the St. Charles Milk Condensing Company,

Crown

Manufacturing Company,
promote manufacturing
interests in Kane County.
Captain Bowman
was married in 1849 to Miss Helen M. Smith,
who was born and reared in Elmira. N. Y.
She died in 1891.
the

Electric

and has done much

to

FREEMAN H. BOWRON, retired farmer and
veteran of the Civil War, was born in Champlain, Clinton County, N. Y., May 31, 1839, where
he was reared on a farm and was educated in the

EDWARD
was born

A.

BRADLEY,

in Lee, Mass.,

Eli Bradley,

who came

banker, Aurora,

Sept.

5,

of an old

1830,

111.,

son of

New England
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Reared as a farmer and given an academic education, he began his business career
as a clerk in a dry-goods store, but soon after
became connected with a bank in his native
town/where he received that training that fitted
family.

him

for his subsequent career.
In 1857 he came
Aurora, 111., to take a position in the private
banking house of Albert Jencks & Co. This
institution was succeeded by Brady, Hawkins
& Allen, of which Mr. Bradley became Cashier
and Manager. Later Mr. Bradley, in company
with these gentlemen, organized the First National Bank of Aurora, of which he became
Cashier a position which he held until the
death of Mr. Hawkins, when he succeeded to
the Presidency, continuing in the latter position
up to the time of his death, Oct. 4, 1899. Mr.
Bradley's career as a banker in Aurora covered
a period of more than forty years, in which he
was noted alike for his financial ability and
his personal integrity.
The only surviving
member of his family in Aurora is Mrs. Bradley, born Elizabeth Abell, in Norwich, Conn.
Her marriage with Mr. Bradley occurred in
1876, she being at that time the widow of
Edward D. Griffin, to whom she was married in
Ohio, removing with him to Illinois in 1858.
Mr. Griffin was one of the pioneer insurance
men of Illinois, and died in 1875. Mrs. Bradley
has resided in Aurora continuously since 1858.
to

—

MYRON BRACKETT,
Grove,

111.,

came west

born

retired farmer,

Sugar

at Williston, Vt., Oct. 17, 1833;

with his parents in

in 1844, locating

removed to Big Rock Township the
following year and settled on a farm, where
the father and mother spent the remainder of
Aurora;

Myron Brackett followed agriculwhen he removed to

their days.

tural pursuits until 1901,

Sugar Grove, which has since been his home.
married, in 1858, Miss Susan Hadley, and

He

they reared a family of twelve children,

whom were

all

of

Big Rock Township.
was associated with

75i

From

1840

to

1842

he

George E. Peck in the
conduct of a general store at Little Rock, 111.,
and after Mr. Peck's death, in the latter year,
he continued to conduct the business until 1848,
when he removed to Aurora, where he engaged
in merchandising as a partner of E. R. Allen,
but after a lew years conducted this enterprise
Mr. Brady was a RepresentaLegislature from Kendall

alone until 1871.
tive

in

the

State

County, and secured the charter for the Aurora
Branch Railroad (parent of the present Burlington System), which was built from Aurora
to Turner Junction.
He was the organizer of
he Aurora Fire Insurance Company and served
as President of the same during its existence;
was also one of the founders of the pioneer
banking house of Hawkins, Brady & Allen, and
of its successor, the Old First National Bank,
and was a bank director for many years. He
was President of the association that erected
I

Memorial Building, and his inup the Aurora public school
system has been fittingly commemorated by the
the

Soldiers'

terest in building

in naming one of its principal schools
("The Brady School") in his honor. He was
President of the Aurora Board of Trustees
while the place was still a village, and later
served as Alderman and Mayor. A member of
the Republican party from its organization, ho
acted as Chairman of the first Republican Congressional Convention held in Illinois, which
met at Aurora in 1854. In 1845 he was married
to Miss Caroline Kennon, of Cincinnati, Ohio,
who died in Aurora in 1883. Mr. Brady died
Feb. 27, 1892. The surviving members of this
Mrs. Sue
pioneer family in Aurora are:
(Brady) Fishburn, Mrs. Julia (Brady) Beaupre, Mrs. Lydia (Brady) Smith, Mrs. Marion
(Brady) Haring and John L. Brady. The lat-

city

ter,

the

only surviving son,

San Francisco,

is

a

resident of

Cal.

living in 1903.

BENJAMIN BRANFORD,

LORENZO

D.

banker, Aurora.

BRADY
111.,

(deceased),

born at

New

pioneer

Castle, West-

chester County, N. Y., Jan. 19, 1810, son of John
B. and Lydia (Kipp) Brady; was reared and
educated principally in New York City, where
he became proprietor of a grocery store when
nineteen years of age, and later engaged in the
wholesale paint and oil trade in that city;
came to Kane County, 111., in 1837, and established his home on a 700-acre tract of land in

retired,

Batavia,

born in Yarmouth. England, July 5. 1849, son
of Richard Branford, came with his parents
They settled at
to the United States in 1853.
Batavia, and there the son was reared and
educated. The father was a farmer, and Beniamin Branford became the owner of the farm
on which his father settled, and was engaged
in its cultivation until 1902, when he removed
to a home in Batavia, and has since devoted
his attention to

the care of his real-estate in-
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city of

He has laid out an addition to the
Batavia which presents promising fea-

tures.

He was

terests.

the

first

man

to start the dairy

business in Batavia, and for twenty-eight years
supplied its people with milk, in all that time

CHARLES

R.

BRIGGS, Assistant Postmaster,

was born in Batavia. Sept. 6, I860,
son of J. H. and Maria (Hopkins) Briggs, received his aducation in the home schools, and
Batavia,

111.,

as a boy he learned the iron-molder's trade.

In

1889 he was appointed Assistant Postmaster of
Batavia, and served four years under that ap-

pointment.
the
is

a

same

In 1897 he was* again appointed to

position,

member

of the

which he is now filling. He
Masonic Order and is Master

of Batavia Lodge, No. 404.

LEONARD R. BRIGHAM, M. D. (deceased),
born in Lake County, Ohio, was educated in
Farmington Institute. Ohio, and began practice
at

Thompson. Ohio,

in

From

1843.

1847

to

1850 he practiced his profession at Painesville.
Ohio, and in 1S60 removed to Aurora, 111.,

where he pursued his profession until his death,
becoming widely known by his lectures on
Anatomy, Physiology, Hygiene and kindred
topics.

ALBERT M. BROWN (deceased), merchant,
Aurora, born in Van Etten, Chemung County,
N. Y., Sept. 22, 1837, son of Hiram and Polly
(Meeker) Brown, both of New England lineage; received a public school education and a
training for the mercantile trade in a genera!
BENJAMIN BRADFORD.
missing only seven days. He belongs to the
I.
O. O. F.
In 1896 he married Miss Mary,
daughter of James McMasters. who was postmaster of Batavia for many years. She died in
1899.

WILLIAM

BRIDGE, M.

D., physician and
born in Cook County, 111..
Jan. 18, 1856; was educated in public schools
and in Elgin Academy; read medicine at Elgin
and Dundee;
graduated from the Chicago
Homoeopathic Medical College in 1886; for a
year and a half was an interne in the Cook
County Hospital, and subsequently took a
course at the New York Post-Graduate College.
In the fall of 1887 he began his private practice
in Elgin, and has there followed his profession
up to the present time (1903). For two years
he was Lecturer on Surgical Pathology at the
Chicago Homoeopathic College.
Dr.
Bridge
was married in January, 1888, to Miss Clara
Barrows, daughter of Martin T. Barrows, of
Dundee, 111.

C.

surgeon, Elgin,

111.,

Freemansburg, N. Y.
in 1856 came
west and established his home in Aurora, where
he was connected with the hardware house of
Titsworth & Son. Enlisting in the Union Army
in April, 1861, he was mustered into Company
Seventh Illinois Volunteer Infantry, for
C,
three months. Then, returning to Aurora, he
was employed as clerk for a few months by
In 1862
his former employer, Mr. Titsworth.
he went into the creamery business, still later
was again a clerk, but in 1S74 engaged in
farming, which he followed several years. In
1879 he became a partner in the shoe-store of
J. H. Thompson, of Aurora, and in 1883 became
He soon had
sole owner of the establishment.
a large boot and shoe trade, which he retained
In a small way he had
until his retirement.
an interest in the grocery trade. For many
years he was Secretary and Treasurer of the
Edison Incandescent Electric Light Company
of Aurora, and was associated with other enstore at

;

He was a
Board of Aldermen and belonged
A. R.. the I. O. O. F. and other frater-

terprises of a semi-public character.

member

of the

to the G.

nal

organizations.

Mr.

Brown

died

May

28.
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The surviving members of his family
widow (Mrs. Brown and children
Fay W., Anna G. and Ray A. Mrs. Brown was
I

born at Naperville, 111., daughter of Urbin and
Octavia (Crampton) Stanley, who were among
the earliest settlers of DuPage County.
H. BROWN, postmaster, Batavia,
born in Batavia May 24. 1853, son of Rufus
and Aurelia (McDaniels) Brown, pioneer
J.
settlers of Kane County; was educated in the
local schools, and became a clerk in the Batavia
postofflce when he was about fourteen years of
age, a position which he held until about 1878.
He was later in the Railway Mail Service, but
retired in 1882 to accept a position with the Van
Nortwick Paper Company, remaining with that

CORNELL

111.,

As trustee of the Van
until 1896.
Nortwick estate he spent five years in settling
For a time he was Cashier of the
its affairs.
Citizens' Bank of Batavia, and was one of the
reorganizers of the bank prior to its consoliconcern

dation with the First National Bank of Batavia.
For two terms he served as Mayor of Batavia,
In 1900 President Mcbeginning in 1897.

Kinley appointed him Postmaster at Batavia,
and he is still (1903) holding that position.
Mr. Brown is a member of the I. O. O. F., the
K. P., and the M. W. of A. In 1879 he married
Miss Florence S. Starkey, of Batavia.

FREDERICK BROWN,
Aurora,

111.,

came

1828;

born
to

at

Justice of the Peace,

Hudson, Ohio, Jan.
in

Illinois

10,

locating

1855,

in

Aurora in 1873; practiced law for a time, and
was elected Justice of the Peace in 1881, having
continuously since. Mr. Brown
Jane M. Groat, who died
Two of their children are still living,
in 1876.
viz., Mrs. Jennie W. Otis and Mrs. Hattie L.

held that

office

was married

Lou gee, both

in 1855 to

G. BROWN, manufacturer, Batavia.
born at Wysox, Bradford County, Pa., April

JULIUS

1900.

are his

111.,

grew to manhood in the Keystone
where he also received his educational
training; came to Illinois in 1857, locating first
at DeKalb, where he was engaged in the lumber
trade and interested in the manufacture of
sash, blinds and doors; removed to Batavia in
1860, and continued the same line of manufacturing until 1862, when he suspended business
operations and enlisted in the Union Army.
He enlisted in Company B, One Hundred and
Twenty-fourth Illinois Volunteer Infantry, and
served until 1865, being mustered out at Vicksburg, Miss. Returning from the war, he was
interested in the manufacture of sash, blinds
and doors at North Aurora until 1901, when
he retired from active business. He married,
1827;

26,

State,

in

1850,

JOHN BROWN,

lawyer, Elgin,

cated

and

in
at

111.,

Jan.

111.,

1.

born

1849;

the public schools of Sycamore,
Hillsdale

"

College

Griswold,

I.

(Hillsdale,

in

edu111.,

Mich.

I

;

graduated from the Union College of Law,
Chicago, in 1877; practiced his profession in
DeKalb County until 1893, when he became a
member of the Elgin bar and has since practiced
in that city.
He was married in 1871 to Miss
Juliet Strong, who died in 1898, leaving the
following named children:
Sarah Juliet, John
Lincoln and Agnes.

who

died in 1900,

public schools of Batavia.

CHARLES

BRYANT

underCounty, N.
Y., Dec, 7, 1812, and coming to Illinois at an
early day;
for five years conducted business
as a carpenter and builder; also bought a farm
near Elburn, on which he was engaged for ten
years or more. He then moved to Elburn.
where he began wagon-making, and opened the
pioneer undertaking establishment in that region, which he conducted until his death. Oct.
24, 1874.
He was married Aug. 23, 1845, to
Miss Esther E., daughter of Harry C. and
Hannah (Richards) Hotchkiss. He was an
active member of the Methodist Church and
helped build the first church in Elgin.
O.

taker, Elburn,

ANSON
in

Genoa, DeKalb County,

Mary

and their only living child is Miss Amelia F.
Brown, who has long been connected with the

J.

BUCK,

Hannibal, N.

moved

born in

111.,

and noted veteran

of Minneapolis, Minn.

753

(deceased),

Wayne

Carpentersville. Postmaster
of the Civil

Y.,

Feb.

17,

War, was born
and his pa-

1832,

Bloomingdale, DuPage County,
there they moved to St.
Charles, and later to Burlington Township,
coming in 1857 to Dundee. Mr. Buck attended
rents
111.,

the

in

1838.

common

to

From

schools of the county, and as a

boy worked on a farm. In 1862 he enlisted in
the Union Army, and after serving nearly three
years in the Fifty-second Illinois Volunteer Infantry, was mustered out at Washington, D. C,
May 1, 1865. He returned to Carpentersville
after the war, and has made that place his home
to the present time.
For some years he was a

HISTORY OF KANE COUNTY.

754

salesman for the Atlantic Flour
and for four years was Deputy Sheriff
of Kane County under Sheriff Kelcey, serving a
like period in the same position under Sheriff
Robert Burke. For four years he was Postmaster at Carpentersville by appointment from
President Harrison, and in 1897 was appointed
to the same position by President McKinley,
and is meeting its responsibilities and duties to
the eminent satisfaction of the office patrons.
traveling

Mills,

BUCKLIN (deceased), farmer, Dundee.
born in North Adams, Mass., Oct. 20, 1823;
came to Illinois when fourteen years of age
with his mother and sisters and located at
Dundee. His mother purchased 200 acres of
government land east of Dundee, which came
into his possession at the time of her death.
Mr. Bucklin was married to Miss Julia S.
Jencks, of Dundee, 111., and two of their children are now living, viz.:
Henry I. and Mrs.
Francis Burks. Mr. Bucklin died July 9, 1900.
A. C.

111.,

ished his education in the city schools of
Aurora, beginning his apprenticeship at the
machinist's trade when only thirteen years of
age. In 1888 he was one of the charter mem-

"Creamer Lodge of Machinists.'
and 1890 he was a member of the
Aurora Board of Aldermen, and in 1891 was
elected Assistant Supervisor in the County
bers

In

the

of

1889

Board,

filling

that

office

for

four

years.

In

chosen Sheriff of Kane County,
and during his four years' term inaugurated
various reforms of a character that contributed materially to the resources of the county.
In 1900 he was appointed State Food Inspector,
and filled that office until the end of 1902,
when he again assumed the Sheriff's position,
to which he had been elected by a flattering
vote.
He is a Republican, and is one of the
influential younger members of the party in
Kane County.
1894 he was

JAMES

E. BUMSTEAD. physician. Dundee,
born in Dundee Township, Kane County,
in 1848:
educated in the public schools of
Dundee, Elgin Academy and University of Illinois, graduating from the latter institution in
1877, and from the medical department. Northwestern University (Chicago), in the class of
1880; has conducted a successful medical prac111.,

tice

Dundee since the

at

Doctor

is

a

member

of the

The
latter year.
American Medical

Association and the Fox River Valley Association.
He was married in 1881 to Miss Justina
A. Pingree, of Evanston,

D. E.

BURLINGAME,

111.

physician and surgeon,

Adams. Mass., June 8, 1844'
native city, and came west in

Elgin, HI., born at

educated in his

1865, locating first in LaSalle County,

111.,

but

removed to Elgin a few months later; graduated from the Chicago Medical College in 1869,
and immediately afterwards began practicing
his profession in Elgin, which he has continued
to the present time (1903). Doctor Burlingamc
was married in 1870 to Miss Sarah A. Win
itoruii

i

iiiiim:

ROBERT BURKE, Aurora, Sheriff of Kane
County, was born Oct. 28, 1859, in Paterson,
N. J., son of William and Ellen (Donnelly)
Burke, natives of County Wexford. Ireland,
who came to this country in 1848. In 1869
the family removed to Illinois, and Robert fin-

Chester, of Elgin.

ATWELL BURR

(deceased), pioneer farmer.

Campton Township, Kane County, 111., born
Oct. 6, 1796;
came to Illinois in May, 1836,
locating on a farm in Campton Township, where
he died April 17. 1852. Mrs. Burr died at La
Fox,

111.,

Dec. 13, 1881.
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PETER BURRITT
resident

of

Hanover,

(deceased),

formerly

Cook County,

111.,

a

was

born at Amsterdam, N. Y.. Jan. 17, 1816, the
oldest son of Benjamin and Kate (Noonan)
Burritt,

and a relative

of

the celebrated

lin

Elihu Burritt.
Before attaining his
majority he had learned the blacksmith's trade,
but in early life, having caught the Western
fever, in 1836 came to Illinois by way of the
Erie Canal to Buffalo, and by the lakes to
Chicago, taking passage on the "Constitution,"
one of the first vessels to make the hazardous
guist,

but early began to acquire property in the

life,

He was

city.

to Illinois with his family, making the trip
overland with team and wagon. After their
arrival here Mr. Burritt and his father bought
considerable land from the Government, located about two miles east of Elgin on the
banks of Poplar Creek, and here the son built
a shop and worked at his trade as a blacksmith
while improving his farm. The Burritt place

1848 the father with his family

business

pioneers.

moved

About

to Elgin,

where he long filled the office of Justice of the
Peace and other public positions. Peter Burritt
continued to reside upon his farm during his

man

rather than a

which seldom deceived him. He was a man of
economy and conservative judgment;
his integrity was unquestioned, and his word
was as good as a bond. He was a stockholder
of the Elgin National Watch Company, as well
industry,

as

interested

in

other

industrial

enterprises,

and was for many years a director of the Elgin
Packing Company and the Home National
Bank.
In 1847 he married Miss Henrietta

HKXHIKTTA

year (1837) his father, Benjamin Burritt, came

was widely known among the

a

farmer, and possessed a keen sense of values

PETEB BURR
voyage to the Western metropolis. From Chicago he journeyed westward on foot to the
beautiful Fox River valley.
The following
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Itinit

Hackerodt, daughter of a pioneer hotel-keeper
whose hostelry stood by the State road, near
Salt Creek, southeast of Meacham's Grove.
For many years before her death, in 1884, Mrs.
Burritt

was

a

helpless

invalid.

During the

her illness Mr. Burritt was absent from home but one night, and the nurse
who attended her for three years declared him
the kindest husband in Illinois.
It can be truly
said that those who knew him best loved him
most. He married for his second wife Miss
Rebecca McBride, daughter of Thomas McBride, of Elgin. Mr. Burritt was an extensive
traveler, and with his wife acquired an unusual fund of information regarding many
parts of the world. He died at San Francisco.
fifteen years of

Cal.,

June

2,

1892.
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GEORGE

BURNETT, merchant and

H.

City

born in Batavia March 7,
1870, son of John and Frances (Ballard) Burnett, her father being a native of England, and
the mother of Batavia. Educated in the Batavia schools and trained to mercantile life.
George H. has taken an active part in city and
county affairs, and up to the present time
1903
has served ten years as City Clerk of
Clerk, Batavia,

(

111.,

where his home is still located. In
1877 he married Miss Jane E., daughter of Asa
to Batavia,

and

B.

Amanda (McKee)

Knapp,

of

Maple

Park.

)

Batavia.

He

is

owner and manager

of

the

undertaking establishment of George H. Burnett & Co.
In Masonry he is an advanced
member, belonging to Aurora Temple, Fox

ESTER

M.

Ill

({ROUGHS.

LESTER

M. BURROUGHS, physician, Bataborn in Portage County, Ohio, Sept. 25.
1820, son of Daniel Burroughs, Jr., and grand
son of Daniel Burroughs, Sr., the latter a soldier in the War of the Revolution.
Lester M.
obtained his early education in the Ohio
via,

111.,

schools, finishing in the
iti

hm:

it.

River Chapter, Royal Arch, and is Senior Warden of Batavia Lodge, No. 404, A. F. & A. M.
He belongs also to Rowena Lodge. No. 535,
K. P., and to the M. W. A.
He was married.
Feb. 5. 1896, to Miss Charlotte Maud Spencer,
of Watervliet, Mich.

JOHN BURROWS,

farmer, Batavia, 111., born
England, in 1849, was brought
to the United States by his parents in 1853. and
grew to manhood in Kane County, 111., where
he was given a public school education. He
began farming while yet a boy, and continued
that occupation until 1902, when he removed
in Lincolnshire,

Kane County

schools,

whither his parents removed in 1836. He read
medicine
under the preceptorship of Dr.
Waldo at Kenosha. Wis., and later with Dr.
Gardner at Blackberry, Kane County, in 1846.
A prominent position among the pioneer physicians of Kane County was assured him, and
his practice covered a wide territory.
In 1861
he established his home in Batavia. where he
continuously practiced medicine until 1903, his
practice being very large, not only in the city
His acbut throughout the adjacent country.
tive professional life covered a period of fifty-

four years, and he
profession in the

is

the dean of the medical

Fox River

valley.

In 1849 he

married Miss Elmira, daughter of David and
Judith Wheeler, pioneers of Kane County.
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AMOS BURTON,

retired merchant. Batavia,
born in Manchester, England, Aug. 7, 1849,
and came with his parents to Batavia, 111., when
about three years of age; engaged in merchandising in Batavia in early manhood, being thus
engaged until about 1888. having since devoted
his attention principally to farming, making a
111.,

of

specialty
is
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tered the store of Butler

& Hunt,

the former

being his brother. About a year later, in company with George Ferson, he bought out he
business and became the head of the mercantile
I

firm of Butler

& Ferson, which continued

until

dairy farming and stock-raising;

also interested in manufacturing enterprises

Mr. Bin ton has been twice marMiss Mary B. Van Nortwick, and
after her death to Miss Maud S. Sloan, of
His children are John
Nebraska City, Neb.

at Batavia.

ried, first to

Van Nortwick, Amy

L.

and Don

BENJAMIN BURTON,
Kendall County,

111.,

S.

Geneva,

111.,

went
Geneva

in 1840;

to

born in
Chicago

after the
removed to
and has since resided in
was connected with the "Charles
that city:
Pope Glucose Company" up to the time of its
purchase by the Corn Products Company in

and

1842,

in

Chicago

fire

in 1871,

1902.

CHA.RLES
Printer
son,

P.

Expert,

Ind..

March

BURTON,
Aurora,
7,

1862;

journalist and State
111.,

born in Ander-

came

to

Aurora

in

began his business career in the office
of the "Aurora Herald," a weekly paper published by his father, and was interested in
newspaper work in Aurora until February,
was appointed by Governor Yates, in
1903;
June, 1901, State Printer Expert: was married
in 1887 to Miss Cora Vreeland, of Michigan.
1874;

JOHN BURTON,

manufacturer and inventor,
Chicago, 111., born in Kendall County, 111., in
In
reared and educated in Chicago.
1838;
1880, with other gentlemen, he founded the
"Geneva Grape Sugar Company," which later
became the "Charles Pope Glucose Company."
This corporation developed one of the largest
industries of its kind in the West, operating
plants both at Geneva and Venice, 111. Later
Mr. Burton became interested in other lines of
manufacture, making bis. home in Chicago.
J.

roe

W. BUTLER, wholesale merchant, 216 Monstreet, Chicago, was
born in Essex. Vt..

May

1828, son of Zebediah and Esther
7,
(Morris) Butler, was reared in his native Stato

and given a good education in its schools.
the fall of 1848 he came to St. Charles,
whither his father had preceded him, and

In
111.,

en-

J.

1854,

W. BITLE.R.

when Mr. Butler removed

to

Chicago to

take charge of the salesrooms of the St. Charles
Paper Company. In 1858 he became the head
of the J. W. Butler Paper Company, wholesale

paper dealers. This firm was incorporated as
J. W. Butler Paper Company in 1875, with
Mr. Butler as Vice-President and Treasurer.
In 1877 he was made President of the company,
a position which he still retains. Mr. Butlei
was married in May, 1858, to Miss Julia Ann
Osgood, of St. Charles.

the

CHAMBERS
surgeon,

D.

CALHOUN,

Elburn,

County, Penn., Aug.
public schools

111.,

17,

born
1858;

and
Armstrong

physician
in

educated in the

and Glade Run Academy, and

obtained his medical training in Jefferson
Medical College (Philadelphia), later taking a
post-graduate course in the Chicago PostGraduate School
began practice in Elburn in
;

and has since been one of the leading
physicians and surgeons of that locality. He
was married June 2. 1886, to Sophia Martin,
(laughter of John and Sarah (Evelyth) Martin.
1889,
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CHARLES
raiser,

A.

was born

CALKINS, farmer and stockSugar Grove, Kane County,

in

brought up on his father's
111., Nov. 2, 1853;
farm and educated in the public schools; began
farming near his early home and ten years
later purchased the old homestead, where he
has lived ever since. He was married in 1874
to Miss Clara Keck, daughter of William Keck,
of Sugar Grove.

ELDAD

L.

CALKINS

(deceased),

pioneer,

was born at Corning, N. Y., in 1805, and grew
He was a
to manhood in the Empire State.
wagon-maker by trade, and followed that occupation and farming in New York State until
about 1849, when he came to Illinois. In the

JAMES CAMPBELL,

physician and surgeon,
born in the Province of Ontario.
Canada, June 8, 1863; reared in his native
country and educated in the Canadian schools;
graduated from Detroit Medical College in the
class of 1890; began the practice of medicine
in East Plato, Kane County, 111., the same year;
removed to Elgin in 1893, and has since built
up a large general practice in that city. He
was married in 1897 to Miss Minnie E. McGregor, of Toronto, Canada.
Elgin,

111.,

he established his home in Sugar
Grove Township, Kane County, and was one of
the successful and prominent farmers of that
part of the county thereafter until his death,
His wife, whose
which occurred in 1879.
maiden name was Abisha Allen, was a native
of Massachusetts, and died in 1889. The children of Mr. and Mrs. Calkins now living are
Charles A. and Mrs. Mercelia (Calkins) Rutt,
both of Sugar Grove.
latter year

CYRUS CALKINS

(deceased), pioneer, was

and was trained
and farming. He came
to Illinois in 1853 and settled in Sugar Grove
Township, Kane County, and was engaged in
farming there until his death, which occurred
born in Corning, N.

Y., in 1815,

to the milling business

in

1903.

Mr.

Calkins was

the oldest of

early settlers of Sugar Grove

Township

the

at the

time of his death. For many years he was
Postmaster at Jericho, 111. He never married.

JOHN

P.

CALLAN.

lawyer, Aurora,

111.,

born

Swanton Center, Franklin County, Vt., Sept.
4, 1844, was reared in his native State, attending the public school and the high schools a;
Franklin and St. Albans; came west in 1868
at

and located in Aurora, 111.; since then has
been in the real-estate and insurance business
chiefly to the present time (1903);
read law
with the Hon. Charles Wheaton, of Aurora, and
attended the Illinois College of Law three
years, graduating in 1902;
had already been
admitted to the bar of the Illinois Supreme
Court, and has since practiced in Aurora.
He
has served two terms as a member of the
Board of Aldermen of Aurora. In 1869 Mr.
Callan married Miss Ellen Miles, a native of
Sheldon. Vt.

YMF.S CANNON.

JAMES CANNON,

railway station agent.
in Fulton, 111., Aug. 15.
1865,
to manhood in Geneva,
where he received his education in the local
schools, entering into the employment of the
Chicago & Northwestern Railway in 1S80. In
1888 he was appointed station agent at Geneva.
In 1902 he was one of the organizers of the
Cannon Box Company, of Geneva, of which he
became President, and is still acting in that
capacity (1903). meanwhile retaining his connection with the Northwestern Railway. He is
also a stockholder and Secretary of the Cannon
Printing Company, of Milwaukee, which employs about seventy-five persons. The Cannon
Box Company is one of the leading industries
of Geneva, employing over one hundred hands.

was born
and was reared

Geneva,

111.,
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ALFRED

L.

CARLISLE,

dealer,

live-stock

Geneva, Kane County, 111., was born at Hampshire, Kane County, 111., May 7, 18G5, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Nathan S. Carlisle, and was educated in the public schools of his native county.
From 1880 to 1886 Mr. Carlisle was Deputy in
office of the Sheriff of Kane County, and
during the latter year established himself in
the grocery business at Geneva, in which he
continued nine years. In 1895 he became interested in the live-stock trade, with which he
Mr.
has since been prominently identified.
Carlisle was married in 1886 to Miss Isabella
M. Goiver, of Aurora.

the

NATHAN

S.

CARLISLE,

ex-Sheriff of

home

factory at Bartlett Station,

in 1885, being a

CARR,

farmer,

Batavia,

111.,

born in Batavia Township, Kane County, in
1849, son of Capt. Leonard J. and Laura Snow
Carr; educated in the public schools and Batavia Seminary; engaged in farming and has
been identified with this interest all his life;
established his home in Batavia in 1890, but
has retained his farm interests; is also interested in manufacturing and banking in Batavia; married, in 1877, Miss Kate A. Doty.

company

sold

removed

its

manufacturer, Aurora, born

Hanover Township, Cook County, 111., Dec.
9, 1857, son of John C. and Julia (Smith) Carr,
was educated in the home schools and reared to
farming life. The father was one of the pioneer
butter-makers of the region, and was the first
to base the price of milk on the amount of
butter-fat it contained.
He was also among
in

use the separator system in the
extracting of the cream from the milk. The
son became thoroughly familiar with the buttermaking business, and joined the father in th^
the

J

first

to

J.

C.

out

its

plant

in

and

Bartlett

Aurora, and has since
operated factories in Kendall, DeKalb and LaSalle Counties, and also two factories in Iowa.
Mr. Carr has made his home in Aurora since
1898.
He married Miss Allie Lobdell, daughter
of Seth Lobdell, of Bartlett, 111.

GEORGE
also born in

office

to

CARR, brother of Jay W., was
Hanover Township, Cook County,

S.

his birthday being Sept.

was secured

1859.

9,

in the public schools,

His education
and in Elgin

Academy under Professor and Mrs.

Sears.

In

1885 he went to Iowa, where he followed farming for the next five years. In 1890 he returned

home

join his

to

father and brothers

in

the

butter-making business at Bartlett Station. In
1898 he was made General Manager and Treasurer of the concern, and has since had charge
of the office

and business in Aurora and

He was married

where.

in 1882 to Miss

else-

Mary

Luella Blank, daughter of Jonas G. Blank, a
of'

Wayne Township, DuPage

County.

FRED

(

JAY W. CARR,

Cook County,

of the firm of

Carr & Sons from 1885 to 1891, when the business was incorporated as the Palace Car Creamery Company, which opened a number of
creameries in Cook, DeKalb and LaSalle Counties.
Jay W. Carr succeeded his father as
President of the Company in 1899. In 1893 the

pioneer settler
J.

member

Kane

County, St. Charles, 111., was born in Berkshire
County, Mass., Oct. 22, 1841. His father, Dennison Carlisle, removed to Illinois with his
family in 1855, and settled in Hampshire Kane
County, where young Nathan S. finished his
schooling.
In early life he was engaged in
farming and manufacturing, but was later in
the live-stock trade. He was a member of the
Kane County Board of Supervisors in 1875, and
served on the Board until 1880. During the
latter year he was elected Sheriff of the county,
a position he held for six years. Mr. Carlisle
was married Feb. 22, 1861, to Miss Martha M.
Keyes, of Hampshire, Kane County.

FRANCIS
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in

A.

CARR, another

Hanover Township

was born
and received his

brother,

in 1863,

education in the public schools, Elgin Academy
and a Chicago business college. He became a
member of the firm with his father and brothers
in 1884, and is now Secretary of the corporation.
Mr. Carr married Miss Etta Pelsue. of Sandwich,

111.

ARTHUR W. CARR, a fourth brother, was
born in Hanover Township, Cook County, in
1861, and was educated in the public schools
and at Elgin Academy. He was trained to the
butter-making business, and has been associated
in that line with his father and brothers since
1883.
He is now a Director of the Palace Car
Creamery Company, and

is

the active manager

and DeKalb Counties,
his home being at Somonauk, 111.
He married
Miss Hannah Nichols. w hose home was at
of its factories in LaSalle

r

Fairbank, Iowa.
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CAPT.
neer

LEONARD

Maine, June

CARR

J.

Batavia,

settler,

10, 1807;

(deceased), pio-

born in Bangor,
followed a seafaring life
111.,

manhood, and in 1839 came to Illinois,
locating at what was known as Nelson's Grove,
about two and a half miles west of Batavia,
where he was engaged in farming and stockraising until 1858; removed to the edge of the
city of Batavia in the latter year, and in 1872
established his home in the city, where he
resided until his death, which occurred Jan. 30,
1892.
He had various investments in manufacturing and other enterprises, and was one
in early

of

the

lington
1841 to

stockholders in the Chicago, Bur-

first

& Quincy Railway.
Miss Laura Snow,

ROBINSON
came

Mass.;
in

L.

He was married

in

of Bucksport, Maine.

CARTER,

born in Worcester,

to Illinois in June, 1840, locating

Blackberry Township, Kane County;

crossed

the plains to California in 1854, returning to
Aurora in '57; spent several years in Clinton,

Aurora since 1901. On
was married to Eliza Ann
Hooker, and they have two children Mary C.

Ky., but has resided in

March

25,

1S43, he

—

views Mr. Carter
is a Republican, and has served in several important offices, including Supervisor of Aurora
Township, Mayor of Aurora City, and was a
member of the Kansas Legislature from Barber

and Arvilla A.

County

In

C.

CAVINS.

educator,

Batavia,

111.,

was born in Coles County. 111., July 2, 1869,
where he was reared and educated in the local
schools, graduating from the State Normal
School at Normal,

111.,

in

1896.

He had

pre-

viously taught school three years, and after his

graduation was elected principal of the schools
111.
In the fall of 1900 he became
Superintendent of the West Side schools of
Batavia. which position he now holds (1903).
In 1899 he received a State certificate, and in
1902 matriculated at the University of Chicago
and entered upon a special course of study at
that institution.
In 1899 he married Miss
Mildred Maxon, and they have one child, Harold, born in 1901.
at Neoga,

SIMON

E.

21, 1845,

Chaffee.

political

District.

ELZY

son of Eber and Anna E. (Davis)
His education was secured in the
Jennings Seminary, Aurora, and the Elgin
Academy, and when the Civil War broke out he
was engaged in teaching. In the last year of
the war Mr. Chaffee enlisted in Company F,
One Hundred and Forty-seventh Illinois Volunteer Infantry, and served one year.
After his
return from the army he spent a year in a
store in Chicago, and then bought a farm two
miles east of Lily Lake, which he conducted
until December, 1901.
In 1889 he secured the
position of milk and dairy agent for the Chicago
Great Western Railroad. Mr. Chaffee served as
Town Clerk several years, since 1883 has been
a member of the Board of Supervisors, and for
some twenty years Treasurer of the School
Board. Fraternally he belongs to the Modern
Woodmen of America, the Grand Army of the
Republic, and Knights of the Maccabees. His
marriage to Miss Sarah Woodman, daughter
of Joseph and Eleanor (Barnard) Woodman,
occurred March 26, 1867, and they have four
sons and three daughters living, one daughter
being deceased.

Nov.

CHAFFEE,

Chicago Great Western
Kane County, was born

milk and dairy agent
Railroad. Lily Lake,
in

Campton Township

REV.

ANDREW CHALLMAN

(deceased),

clergyman. Batavia, 111., was born in Boralanda.
Province of Dahlaland. Sweden, Jan. 1, 1841,
receiving a university education in his native
land.
In 1861 he came to the United State?
and settled in Chicago. His preparations for
the ministry were made at Augustana College,
then at Paxton, 111., and now at Rock Island.
He began his labors as a minister of the Swedish Lutheran Church in Chicago, and from
there went to Porter, lnd.. where he held pas
toral charge for eleven years.
In 1886 he was
called
to
the
Bethany Swedish Lutheran
church of Bethany, and filled this important
pastorate until 1897, in the meantime taking
an active part in public movements to improve
the city. For twelve years he was a member of
the Board of Education, and in 1897 was appointed Postmaster of Batavia by President
McKinley. holding this office until his death.

May

For several years he was
Rockford District of the
Illinois Conference of the Swedish Lutheran
Church. In 1865 he was married to Miss Albertina Simonson, also born in Sweden, and
their two sons, David O. and Robert E.. are still
15.

Chairman

1900.
for

the

connected with the postoffice at Batavia.
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DANIEL

J.

CHAMBERLAIN

(deceased),

merchant, Elgin, 111., born in Madison, N. H.,
Aug. 14, 1844, was educated in the public
schools, and early employed as clerk in a clothing store. From 1863 to 1876 he was employed
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the public schools of Sugar Grove and Aurora,
and at the State University, Urbana, 111. After
leaving college he taught school for two years,
and then joined his father in managing the
He
latter's farm in Sugar Grove Township.
was successfully engaged in farming, stockbreeding and dairying until 1899, when he retired from active work in this connection,
although he still owns the old homestead where
he now resides. In 1880 he was married to
Miss Clarinda Spear, daughter of Warren and
Matilda Spear, of Aurora, and their only living

Mrs. Chapman was
is Tillie J. Chapman.
educated at Oberlin College, Oberlin Ohio, graduating from that institution in the class of '79.
child

ANDREW
born

111.,

came

F.

at

CHAPMAN,

Uhrichsville,

merchant, Dundee,
Ohio, Dec.

4,

1845;

and in 1879
bought an interest in the coal, lumber and feed
business with D. C. Adams. Mr. Chapman has
been owner of the enterprise since 1887, and
conducts an extensive trade. He was married
in 1880 to Miss Anna Wyatt.
to

Dundee,

BENJAMIN

in

111.,

1867,

CHAPMAN

F.

(deceased),

the Big Boston Clothing Store.

Burlington Township, Kane County,
111.,
born in Canada, March 7, 1827; came to
Kane County in the '40s, and in 1850 purchased
a small farm in Burlington Township, to which
he made subsequent additions until his holdings
embraced 280 acres. He was married Feb. 2.
1851, to Miss Lovina Godfrey, and of their
children two are still living, viz.: Charles E.
and Mrs. Ada E. Smith. Mr. Chapman died

was a Democrat

April 12, 1888.

farmer.

IAMBEK.LAIN.

DANIEL, J

by Whitten, Burdett & Young, wholesale

clo-

thiers in Boston, as a traveling salesman.

In

1876 he located in Elgin, where he established
In politics he
advent of Bryan,
when he took the stand of a Gold Democrat.
He was a prominent Mason and belonged to
the Oriental Consistory, of Chicago, the Medinah Temple Mystic Shrine, and in 1895 organized
Chamberlain's
Crusaders (a party of
Masons) for the tour of the Mediterranean
countries.
In 1890 he was connected with a
until

similar organization
of Albany,

N. Y.)

(

the

the

Temple Commandery,

during an Old World tour.

He was married June 15, 1874, to Celeste L.
Chamberlain, of Ellsworth, Maine, who survives
him. Mr. Chamberlain died Aug. 27, 1901.

ALBERT PRATT CHAPMAN,

farmer and
stock-raiser,
Sugar Grove Township, Kane
County, 111., was born in the township where
he now resides, Oct. 4, 1855; reared on his
father's farm, and obtained his education in

HENRY CHAPMAN
zen,

(deceased), pioneer

Sugar Grove, Kane County,

111.,

citi-

was born

in Chemung County. N. Y., March 15, 1821;
grew to manhood on a farm in his native State,
and for several years taught school during a
portion of each year, devoting the remainder
of his time to working at the carpenter's trade.
He first came west in 1842, but returned east

shortly afterwards, took a course in surveying,

and

later,

much

coming again

to

Illinois,

devoted

He surGovernment land in Kane

of his time to this profession.

veyed much of the
County, and in later years became noted for
having set more corner-stones than any other
man in the county. Mr. Chapman was also one
of the pioneer school

In

1844 he purchased

teachers of this region.
a

tract

of

Government
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land about two and a half miles northwest of

Sugar Grove Station, which he brought under
cultivation, and upon which he lived until his
death, Sept.

2,

Mr.

1897.

Chapman was

a

mem-

County Board of Supervisors for
also served as Assessor of Sugar
Grove and held other town offices. He married
ber

the

of

several years;

Julia Pratt, of

Chemung County,

N. Y.,

who

died in 1884, and the only representatives of
this pioneer family now living are Albert Pratt

Chapman and
Sugar Grove,

Harriet

E.

Chapman, both

of

111.

MATTHEW T. CHAPMAN, manufacturer,
Aurora, a native of Priddy, Somersetshire,
England, where he was born Dec. 20, 1844,
came to the United States when a boy and grew
He worked as a
to manhood in New York.
blacksmith and machinist at Skeneateles and
Auburn, N.

Y., for

Beloit, Wis.); later became cashier for the
American and United States Express Companies
joint offices at Burlington
and in 1868 removed to Elgin, where for several years he was
in the milling business; in 1878 was appointed
general agent for the McCormick Harvester
Company for Northern Illinois, remaining in
(

—

—

that position until 1893, when he established
himself in the agricultural implement and carriage business, which he has conducted up to
the present time. In 1894 he was appointed by
President Cleveland Postmaster of Elgin, holding office four years. Mr. Chapman was married in 1867 to Miss Elvena F. Stone, daughter
of Isaac Stone, one of the first settlers of Kane
County.

two or three years, and was

subsequently in the employ of the Government
at Nashville and other points in the South.
After the Civil War he returned to New York,
and worked at his trade in Seneca Falls and
Rochester. For the purpose of constructing
the city gas works he came to Aurora, 111., and
that city has become his permanent home.

For

some time he conducted a gas-fitting, plumbing
and machinist business, and still later established the American Well Works Company, of
which he was President, with a large and
growing business. Various successful devices
for sinking deep wells have been perfected by

him.

Chapman has been

Mr.

his first wife having been Miss

twice

Mary

married,

T. Sperry.

and his second Mrs. Helen Leet, of Aurora.

SAMUEL

W. CHAPMAN, merchant, Elgin,
born in Wyoming County, N. Y., Sept. 9.
1843, son of Samuel and Margaret (Spittal)
Chapman; in 1844 came to Illinois with his
parents, who located on a farm in Plato Township, Kane County, and there resided until a
few years previous to their death. They both
111.,

died in Elgin, the father in 1886, and the mother
in

1889.

in the

The

War

elder

Samuel Chapman served

of the Rebellion as First Lieutenant

of the Plato Cavalry

Company, which was

at-

tached to the Thirty-sixth Illinois Volunteer
Infantry; the members of this company furnished their own horses when they entered the

The subject of this sketch grew to
manhood on the farm and obtained his educaservice.

tion

in

the public schools and Beloit College

<

I

Mt K

.

ANSON

L. CLARK, M. D.. M. A., Elgin, PresBennett Medical College, Chicago, was
born in Clarksburg, Mass., Oct. 12, 1836, received his education in the public schools, and
at Lombard University, Galesburg, 111., from
which he graduated in 1858. receiving the degree of M. A., in 1867.
He was graduated
from the Eclectic Medical Institute at Cincinnati in 1861, and was appointed first Assistant
Surgeon One Hundred Twenty-seventh Illinois
Volunteer Infantry, serving as such until the
close of the war.
In 1862 he had established

ident

his

home

in Elgin,

and there resumed his prac-
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As a Republican
tice at the close of the war.
he was sent to the Twenty-seventh General
Assembly. Promoting the organization of Bennett Medical College he became so important
to it that he was chosen its President at the
organization of the school, and has held that
position to the present time (1903) since 1870.
President Clark's services to the cause of medi-

have been many and important,

cal eclecticism

and he

is

actively engaged in the

work

of the

National Medical Association, the Illinois State
Eclectic Association, and the Chicago Medical
Eclectic Society, and has acted as President
Dr. Clark

of each.

State

Board

years of
the staff

of

was a member

Health

existence.

its

for

He

of the Illinois

the
is

fifteen

first

a

member

of
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being mustered out of service with the rank of
In March, 1868, he graduated

First Lieutenant.

from the Medical Department of the University
of Michigan, and soon after settled in Dundee,
where he has successfully practiced his
111.,
profession up to the present, time.
He marHe
ried Miss Ella L. Edwards Sept. 22, 1870.
was ordained a deacon in April, 1879, and a
priest of the Episcopal Church in September,
1886, being engaged in ministerial work in St.
James parish, Dundee, and adjacent territory.
As one of the directors, and Vice-President of
the Illinois Iron and Bolt Company, Dr. Cleveland has been identified with the business

He

is

and surgeons of the
Sherman Hospital at Elgin, and belongs to the
Loyal Legion, the Elgin Post, G. A. R., and
For six years
is a Knight Templar Mason.
he was a member of the Elgin Board of Education, being President of that body for three

Mass., April 15, 1818, a son of

years.

land,

physicians

of

and literary

THOMAS

N.

CLARK

and pioneer, Geneva,

(deceased), merchant

was born in Massachusetts, Feb. 15, 1818, and was there reared
to mercantile pursuits.
In 1837 he came to
Geneva,. 111., where he established a store which
111.,

he conducted until his death in 1856.
he married Mrs. Polly H. Patten,

In 1844

who was

living in Chicago in 1903, at the age of over

These worthy pioneers helped
found and maintain the Unitarian church
at Geneva, one of the first churches of that
denomination in the West.
ninety years.
to

SCOTTO CLARK

(deceased),

pioneer

mer-

was born Sept. 2, 1782, in
Harwich, Mass., where he was reared to mercantile pursuits.
After being engaged in mercantile business in Boston, he removed in 1837
to Geneva, 111., where he had a store for a
chant, Geneva,

111.,

He married Sally M. Freeman in 1808.
His death occurred Oct. 12, 1844.

time.

CLEVELAND, M. D., born Sept.
attended the public and private schools
at Port Henry, N. Y., where his parents took
up their residence soon after his birth. When
about fourteen years of age he was sent to
Canada for further study. In May, 1862, he
REV.

E. F.

29, 1841,

enlisted

unteer

in Company A, Ninth Vermont VolInfantry and served until July, 1865,

societies.

L.

neer merchant,

CLEVELAND
Batavia,

and a cousin

was reared

SAMUEL

life

a member of the Fox
River Valley Medical Association, the American
Medical Association, and of several scientific

community.

of the

to

Indies

(deceased),

pio-

born in Boston,

Aaron

P. Cleve-

of Ex-President Cleveland,

manhood

received his education.

East

111.,

in

Boston, where he

He made

a trip to the

when he was approaching man-

hood, and spent his eighteenth birthday on (he

banks of the Ganges. On his return to the
United States, he spent some time in Charleston, S. C, and in 1839 opened a general store
in Geneva, 111., which he removed the following
year to Batavia where he continued it several
years.
Later he entered the employ of the
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad, and
for twenty years was station agent at Batavia.
He held various town offices, and shortly before
his death on April 10, 1882, was elected City
Clerk.
In 1840 he married Olivia Blanchard,
daughter of William L. and Hannah (Hull]
Blanchard, pioneer settlers of Aurora.

EUGENE CLIFFORD, lawyer. Elgin, 111.,
born in Rochester, N. Y., Dec. 3, 1848: in 1854
came west with his parents, who settled in
Elgin; admitted to the bar in 1871; practiced
in Elgin until 1882, but since the latter date
has practiced in Chicago, although he has continued to reside in Elgin.
He was married
in 1879 to Miss Jennie A. Martin, of Elgin.
REV.

LEONARD CLIFFORD,

man, Dundee,
N. Y., August

retired clergy-

born at Wales. Erie County,
12, 1819; came with his parents
to Illinois in 1834, locating first near Lemont,
111.,
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Cook County, where he worked on his father's
farm. Later he entered the Evanston Theological Seminary, where he remained ten years,
then entered the ministry in 1858 and has filled

State and in Boston, where he followed various
occupations until about 1840. During that year
he moved to Aurora, 111., where his first winter

Dundee, Palatine
was superannuated in 1875,
and has since resided at Dundee. He was first
married in 1843 to Miss Jeanette Boreland.
who died in 1896, and on Feb. 28, 1897. he married his second wife, Mrs. Mary (Skidmore)
Manzer, of Dundee.

McCarty.

various charges,
and Burlington;

including

was spent

in the pioneer saw-mill of Samuel
Later he purchased a farm not far

away from

the

rising

village,

and

(

CHARLES

M. COATS, manufacturer, Aurora,
111., was born in Otsego County, N. Y., Sept. 12.
1850, and educated in the public schools, Whites
boro Seminary and Hamilton College, N. Y.,
1870; for three years was engaged in merbut moved to Indianapolis.
where he conducted a fruit and
produce commission business for seven years.
Coming to Aurora in 1890, he embarked in the
manufacturing business, and in 1898 helped
organize the "Yeomen of America" (an insurance society), being elected Supreme Secretary
at its organization, and re-elected in 1901 and
cantile
Ind.,

business,

in 1873,

1903.

became

This farm was his home
until he retired from an active business life,
when he located in Aurora, where he spent
the most of his subsequent years.
His death
occurred in Corning, Iowa, in November. 1891.
leaving Mrs. Colby, who is now
1904
the
only surviving member of his family, although
they reared several foster children.
She was
born near Lake Champlain, Clinton County, N.
Y., in 1819, and is a daughter of George Hawkins, who came with his family to Aurora in
1844.
Mrs. Colby is greatly interested in charitable
work, and is now taking part with
others in the founding of an Old Ladies' Home
in Aurora.
a prosperous farmer.

REV.

WILLIAM

A.

COLLEDGE,

)

D.

D..

clergyman, Aurora, born in Edinburg, Scotland,
in November, 1858. was educated in the Presbyterian Church School at Glasgow, and in London, England.
In 1892 he received his degree
of Doctor of Divinity from Adrian College,
Mich., the same year becoming extension lecturer for the University of Chicago.
In 1894
he was called to the pulpit of the People's
church in Aurora, from Cadillac, Mich., where
he had been located for five years.

CORNELIUS COLLINS.

Alderman, Batavia,

born at Sycamore, 111.. Feb. 6. 1862. son
of Daniel and Alice
(McCullough) Collins.
Daniel Collins removed with his family to Ba
tavia, Kane County, when the son Cornelius
was a boy, and here the latter was reared and
received his educational training in the city
schools.
Cornelius Collins was engaged in
contracting and building and in the stone
trade for several years, but since 1887 has also
conducted a meat market in Batavia. In political sentiment he is a Democrat and, at the present time (1903), is serving his fellow-citizens
111.,

as a

member

CHARLES

COLBY.

MOSES COLBY
28.

1810,

111.,

(deceased), pioneer settler,

was born near Dover,

and spent his early

N. H., Feb.

life in

his native

COLWELL.

Board of Aldermen.

physician and surborn at Newburgh. N. Y.,
.lime 19. 1864; obtained his medical training
at the Hahnemann Medical College, Chicago.
graduating from that institution in the class
geon,

Aurora,

of the Batavia

Aurora,

E.

111.,
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1885; took a post-graduate course at the
New York
School
Post-Graduate Medical
City); has practiced in Aurora since 1885.
of

(

WILLIAM CONANT
once Mayor, Geneva,

March

Vt.,

and a descendant
of

in

Brandon,

Roger Conant, the founder

of

settlement

the

was born

a son of Luther Conant,

1819,

13,

(deceased), farmer and

111.,

at

Salem,

Mass.,

in

1622.

William Conant received an academic education
in Vermont and was trained to agricultural
pursuits.
In 1850 he came to Kane County,
and purchased a farm near Geneva, on which
he made his home until 1891.
That year he
removed to Geneva, and in 1893 was elected
Mayor of the city on the temperance ticket.
He died in 1894. He was twice married, Mis?
Melissa White becoming his wife in 1840 and
dying in 1884. In 1886 he married Mrs. Olivia
(Blanchard) Cleveland, who still survives and
lives in Batavia.
She comes of New England
ancestry, her father having been born in Rhode
Island, and her mother in Connecticut.

CORNELIUS
1815;

B.

Batavia,

settler,

grew

CONDE

111.,

born

(deceased), pionee;
in

Troy, N.

Y.,

in

manhood in his native State,
came to Illinois, locating at Batavia
to

and in 1836
where he engaged in blacksmithing.
Early
in the '40s he purchased lands from the Government which remained in possession of the
family until 1902.
In 1849 he drove an ox
team overland to California, remaining in that
State two years, in the meantime mining for
gold with fairly successful results; retired from
business in 1864, and died in. 1885.
He was
married in New York State to Hannah Quant,

who

died in Batavia, in

JOHN

A.

Kane County,

CONNELL

1901.

(deceased),

Elgin,

born at Greenwood, 111., Sept.
23, 1861, son of James and Jennie Connell;
was trained to farming in his boyhood, and
obtained his education in the public schools.
Being left an orphan at an early age, he was
thrown upon his own resources and obtained
his later education by the dint of personal
effort.
Having completed a course of study
at the Northern Indiana Normal School, Valparaiso, Ind., he taught school for several years
and in 1882 entered the United States Railway
Mail Service, with which he was continuously
connected until his death. May 6, 1902.
Mr.
Connell had a long and honorable career in the
111.,
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Government service, and a memorial, as
numerous letters written at the time
death,

testify

to

the

estimation

high

well as
of

his

of

his

personal character and sterling worth. He was
a distinguished member of the Masonic Order,
having attained the Thirty-second Degree. He
in 1888 to Miss Cora B. Denison
daughter of Daniel Denison of Richmond, 111.,
and their children are named Howard, Paul
and Virgine Connell.

was married

THOMAS M. CONWAY, farmer. Blackberry
Township, Kane County, was born Jan. 29, 1855,
in the township where his home is found today.
He was educated in the city schools of Peoria,
where his home was found until 1885. That
year he came back to Blackberry Township,
and bought a farm of 'Squire West, which
was situated four miles southeast of Elburn
and has given it his attention to the present
time.
In 1888 he was elected Commissioner of
Highways, and served until 1890.
He had
charge of all the installation teams at the
World's Fair in 1893. In 1897 he was again
elected Commission of Highways, and is still
serving in that

member

position.

In religion

of the Catholic church.

he

is

a

He was mar-

ried Feb. 26, 1889, to Miss Bridget Keenan, a

resident

of

sons, one of

Kaneville.

whom

is

They have had four
dead.

GEORGE E. COOK, farmer and stock-raisei,
Campton, Kane County, was born April 18, 1875,
in Campton, son of George H. and Amelia (Den
nison
Cook, and was educated in the local
schools and in Elgin Academy, where he took
In 1898 he began business
a business course.
on his own account on a farm adjoining that
of his father, where he put up new buildings
in
1901.
Mr. Cook married Miss Bessie R.
Buck, of Dundee, daughter of F. M. and Nettie
)

Buck. Fraternally he
Knights of the Globe.

(Russell)
of the

is

a

member

GEORGE

H. COOK, farmer, Campton TownKane County, 111., was born in Campton
Township, July 30, 1844, son of J. Henry and
ship,

His education was
Caroline (Harvey) Cook.
secured in the district school and he worked
on the farm with his father until he was
twenty-two years old, when he started out for
himself. At the age of twenty-eight he bought
a farm in Campton Township, which he has
since divided between two sons, while making
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his

own home on

had fallen
fifteen

sioneer,

to

him

the homestead farm which
at his father's death.
For

years he served as Highway Commisand for three years was Assessor in

Campton

Township; has also been School
Director several years, and is recognized as
a leading citizen. Mr. Cook was married Dec.
1868, to Miss Amelia A., daughter of William and Sarah A. (Cleveland) Dennison, both
22,

natives of Canada, and he and his wife have
had three sons and two daughters, of whom
two daughters and one son are deceased. The
oldest son is a physician at Evanston and the

other
J.

ship,

is

farmer,

Kane County, was born
Eng.,

May

CALVIN
Lake,
ty,

14,

1815,

Campton Town-

Wrinkton, near
and was educated
in

in the schools of his native country.

In 1833

he came to the United States, and for the ten
years following was engaged in farming near
Syracuse, N. Y.
In 1843 he removed to Kane
County, 111., and settled on Government land,
developing a fine farm, on which his son George
now resides. For several years he was School
Director, and was highly regarded by the old
pioneers.
In 1843 he was married in New
York to Miss Caroline Harvey, and became the
father of three sons and two daughters. Mrs.
Cook died in December, 1881, and Mr. Cook
survived until April 26, 1888. George H. Cook
is the only child of this family now living.

COOLEY,

C.

Kane County, born

N. Y., Dec.

retired
in

farmer,

Lily

Chautauqua Coun-

1830; educated in the public

27,

came

schools of his native State and

County,

a farmer.

HENRY COOK,

Bristol,

purchased a farm midway between Lily Lake
and Virgil Center, where he was engaged in
general farming until his death, which occurred
Dec. 26, 1893.
He was married Feb. 11, 1861,
to Miss Jane Marshall, a daughter of William
and Sarah (Harpum) Marshall, and of this
union were born four sons and four daughters
two of the sons being deceased.

manhood;

to

Kane

engaged in
the boot and shoe business for about ten years,
and afterwards engaged in farming for about
sixteen years; has resided at Lily Lake for
the past fifteen years; married in February,
1854, Mrs. Charlotte Chrisman.
111.,

EDWARD
Lake,

111.,

in early

C.

COOLEY,

born at Elburn.

first

dairy
111.,

farmer.

May

24,

Lily
1862;

educated in the district schools, and grew to
manhood on his father's farm; married on Oct.
2. 1889, Cora E. Westgard.

JOHN H. COOK, physician and surgeon,
Evanston, 111., was born in Campton Township,
Kane County, in 1869, son of George H. and
Amelia (Dennison) Cook; became a student in
the local schools, later graduating from Elgin
Academy and Rush Medical College, Chicago,
when in 1898 he began his professional career
in Evanston, where he now resides, and has met
with creditable success.
In political matters
he is a stanch Republican, and has always
worked for the good of his party. Socially he
member of the Modern Woodmen of Amerand other fraternal societies.
His wife,
Fannie Woodman, is a daughter of Freeman
and Alice (Bartholomew) Woodman. They
have one child, a daughter.
is

a

ica

RICHMOND COOK

(deceased), farmer, Vir-

Kane County, 111., born in England. Oct. 6,
1836. came to the United States, and settled
in Kane County, 111., about 1856.
In 1869 he
gil,

lit

v

c.

copiiEV.

IRA C. COPLEY, manufacturer. Aurora. 111..
born at Walnut Grove, Knox County, 111., Oct.
25,
1S64, came with his parents to Aurora
when three years of age and grew up in that
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city; was educated in the public schools of
Aurora, Jennings Seminary and Yale College,
graduating from the latter in the class of
1887, and from the Union College of Law, Chicago, in 1889.
In the latter year he became
manager of the Aurora Gas Light Company,
and immediately began developing its property.
In 1890 the same interests controlling the
Aurora Gas Light Company purchased the
property and franchises of the Aurora Electric
Light & Power Company, and in 1902 these
combined interests secured franchises for gas

in

He was

States.

767

living in Chicago at the time

of the great fire in 1871. but in 1883 returned
to Batavia,

where he was engaged

dising until 1889,

retired

merchanfrom active

in

Mr. Corning has held various municin Batavia.
He was married to

business.
ipal

when he

offices

Miss Susan Hughes, of Dexter, Mich.

Batavia, Geneva and St. Charles, and laid

to those towns, the name of the company
then being changed to the Fox River Light,

mains

Heat & Power Company, which also incorporated the gas and electric light interests.

In

with other parties, he bought the Jolier
Gas Light Company, which has since developed
1894,

In 1900 he built a gas plant at La
Grange, known as the La Grange Gas Company, and extended mains to La Grange Park,
the Grossdales, Western Springs and Hinsdale.
Mr. Copley is at present (1904) Treasurer and
Manager of the Fox River Light, Heat and
Power Company and the Joliet Gas-Light Company, and President of the La Grange Gas
Company. From 1894 to 1898 he was a member
of the Executive Committee of the Republican
State Central Committee representing the Aurora District, and at the same time was Chairman of the Finance Committee. From 1896 to
1898 he was President of the Illinois State
League of Republican Clubs, and has been a
member of the Library Board and Park Board
of Aurora, and a Trustee of Jennings Seminary
for several years.
In 1891. he was married to
Miss Edith Strohn of Los Angeles, Cal.
rapidly.

ARTHUR

M. CORNING, retired merchant,
born at Fort Ann, Washington
County, N. Y.. March 11, 1843; was reared and
educated in his native State and trained to
mercantile pursuits.
Coming to Illinois in
1862, he located in Batavia, where for two
years he was in the employ of the Howard
Batavia,

111.,

Paper Company of that
a mill at St. Charles,

city.

111.,

He

EUGENIO

IIIKMCI.I.

K.

Iv.

K.

W. CORNELL,

\V.

Galway, Saratoga County, N.
received

Elgin, born at

Y.,

May

10, 1823.

education in the public schools,
1846 he removed to Elgin, 111., where
his

and in
he practiced dentistry foui years. From 1850
to 1879 he was engaged in th^ dry-goods and
furniture trade, being connected with the firms
of Wilder & Cornell, the McClure Company,
and Wait & Cornell during that time. He was
assistant manager of the Elgin Packing Company in 1879, and ten years later became manager, but retired in 1900. He is a Trustee of the
Baptist church.

esiablished

BYRON

for bleaching straw

and manufacturing printing paper therefrom,
and about 1866 went to Moline, 111., and started
Later
a mill of a similar kind in that city.
he returned to Batavia, and for several years
was interested in various patents that required
him to visit Michigan, Connecticut and other

raiser,

S.

CORNWELL.

Lily Lake,

farmer and stock-

Kane County,

Herkimer County, N.

Y.,

Dec. 22.

111.,

born

1852;

in

came

with his parents in boyhood, and
in 1872; purchased a
farm from his father near Lily Lake station
He has been
in 1890, where he now resides.
to

Illinois

located

in

Kane County
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twice

Smith,

married, his first wife being Mariah
who died in 1882, and in 1884 he mar-

Maggie Hine.

ried

JOHN

CORY, physician and

surgeon, GenBradford County,
Pcnn., Jan. 17, 1852; educated in the public
schools of the Keystone State, Troy Academy
obtained
and Elmira Academy (Elmira, N. Y.
his degree of medicine from the Eclectic Medical College (New York City), graduating from
that institution in the class of 1878; began
eva,

111.,

H.

born

;

practicing his profession at Springfield, Penn.,
in March, 1878, remaining until 1892, when he

removed to Geneva, 111., where he has since
been a leading practitioner. He was married
in 1882 to Miss Hattie O. Sweet, of Ulster.
Bradford County, Penn.

BENJAMIN COX
was born

(deceased), farmer, Elgin,

Wilmot, N. H., Dec. 28, 1819,
son of David and Lydia Bean Cox, and was
educated in the schools of his native State.
When he was seventeen years old he accompanied his parents to Ohio, but soon went to
Lynn, Mass., where he learned the shoemaker's
In
trade, which he followed for some time.
1841 he came to Illinois, and purchased a
tract of Government land, two miles west of
in

(

Elgin.

added

)

Turning his attention
to his original

which

a fine farm,

to farming, he
purchase and developed

is still

In 1870 he retired

and located

in

CHARLES

T.

Elgin.

CRAFT,

County, Penn., Nov.
locating in

farmer, Burlington

born in Lycoming
came west in 1847,
Campton Township, Kane County,

Township, Kane County,
1,

LEWIS

CRANE,

C.

born at La Porte,
Batavia,

to

in

111.,

merchant, Batavia,

111.,

removed
and engaged in the

Ind., Feb. 19, 1850;

1882,

furniture and undertaking busii.dss in that city

member

as junior

now one
in the

of the firm of

Smith & Crane,

of the oldest establishments of its kind

Fox River Valley; has

ested for

many

also been inter-

years in the agricultural imHe was married in 1882 to

plement trade.
Miss Etta Smith, of Westville, Ind.

DANIEL

F.

CRICHTON,

farmer,

Dundee

Township, Kane County, born near Glasgow,
Scotland, Jan. 8. 1847, son of James and Bethia
(Frew) Crichton: came with his parents to
Dundee, 111., in 1848, and grew up on his
father's farm, and obtained his education in the
public schools and Elgin Academy; has been
engaged in dairy farming since early manhood,
and is the owner of the farm on which his
father settled

in

1848;

has held

local

offices

now

(1903) a School Trustee; married
in 1881 Miss Jessie Flemming, and their living

and

is

children are:

mond.

A

Bethia,

Dora.

Archie and Ray-

daughter, Jessie, died in 1893.

in possession of his

from active farming
For several years he
served as Assessor for Elgin, and took a strong
interest in local and political affairs.
He was
twice married, his first marriage being in 1841,
with Miss Susan Bell, of Ohio.
She died in
1884, leaving two daughters and one son, and
the following year he married Mrs. Esther G.
Marsh, widow of Mason M. Marsh, of Elgin.
Mr. Cox died Dec. 6. 1901, while his widow
still lives on the old homestead in Elgin.
family.

Haygreen)

in Springfield,

)

111.,

McKellar, who died Dec. 30, 1896, leaving four
sons and two daughters who are still living,
viz.:
Edwin I., Charles E., George A., Daniel,
Katharine (Mrs. McDonougn) and Sarah (Mrs.

111.,

1828;

where he spent seven years as a farm-hand
came to Burlington Township in 1854 and purchased 110 acres of land in Section 36, where
he resided and was actively engaged in the
management of his farm until 1896. Mr. Craft
was married March 7, 1852, to Miss Katharine

JAMES CRICHTON (deceased), pioneer farmer, Dundee Township, Kane County, born in
Airdrie. near Glasgow, Scotland, in 1812, became
superintendent of a colliery in early life, and in
Having
1848 removed to the United States.
come to Kane County. 111., he bought a farm
three miles northwest of the village of Dundee,

which he lived ten years, when he purchased what is still known as the Crichton
homestead, two miles southwest of Algonquin, where he died in 1888. Like most of the
pioneers of that early day. he began without
means and had the usual struggle with poverty, but when he died was the owner of 300
In 1S40 he
acres of exceedingly choice land.
on

married Bethia Frew, who was also born near
Glasgow, and who died some years before her
husband, leaving five sons and four daughters,
all
of whom but one were living in 1903.
James Crichton had four brothers and four
County.
sisters, all pioneer settlers of Kane
The brothers were: William, John. Robert and
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Niel, and the sisters, Mrs. A. Archibald, Sr.,
Mrs. D. Clarkson, Sr., Mrs., Robert Griffith, and
Mrs. R. Todd, Sr.

JOHN CRICHTON,

pioneer farmer,

Dundee

Township, Kane County, born in Airdrie, near
Glasgow, Scotland, Feb. 9, 1811; in 1846 married Miss Margaret Forest, born at Wood hall,
near Glasgow, and shortly afterward sailed for
They were on the ocean
the United States.
two months, and landing at New York, came
direct to Dundee, Kane County, where he purchased from the Government a tract of land
three and a half miles northwest of Dundee,
became known as the John Crichton home
In later years he added to the original
stead.
tract, and became very extensively interested
in land, ranking among the largest land-owners
He was thrifty and sagacious,
of the county.
and both kind-hearted and high-minded. Three
of his children grew to maturity. Mrs. Charles
H. Eatinger and Mrs. William H. Ervin are still
living in 1903, both residing near the old Crich-

ton homestead.

WILLIAM CRICHTON

(deceased),

farmer of Dundee Township,
born near Glasgow, Scotland,

pioneer

Kane County,
in 1821; came

United States in 1842, locating on a
farm near Dundee, 111., where he lived for
forty-five years and then removed to Dundee,
where he died Dec. 7, 1900. He was married
in 1848 to Grace Todd, also a native of Scotland.
the

to

ALBERT

CRIPPS, retired farmer, BurKane County, born in Cecil
County, Md., Jan. 26, 1831; came to Burlington
Township in 1845; began farming operations
tor himself in 1856, and was actively identiH.

lington Township,

with the agricultural interests of BurlingMr. Cripps was first
1900.
1859, to Isabel Parthon,
who died in April, 1882, leaving one son and
four daughters. On January. 7, 1889, he married his second wife, Addie Buck, of Carpenters-

fied

Township until
married March 29,
ton

ville.

ing in Chicago, where he continued until 1894,
when he returned to Kane County. In 1902

he started a livery stable in Elburn.

P.

CROSBY,

proprietor of a livery

County, was
sales-stable, Elburn, Kane
born in Kaneville Township, Kane County, the
son of James and Susan (Shaw) Crosby. He
received his education from the district schools
and the Elburn high school. His first business
was farming, but in 1890 he engaged in team-

and

He was

married Jan. 1, 1890 to Miss Catherine Johnson, and of this union one son and two daughters were born, one daughter now being deceased.
The family belong to the Catholic
church.

JAMES CROSBY,

retired

farmer,

Elburn,

Kane County, was born May 27, 1835, in County
Meath, Ireland, and came to the United States
in 1854.
He spent two years in New York,
and in 1856 made his way to Kane County,
111.,
where he found employment for a time
on a farm, after which he bought a farm for
himself in the Township of Kaneville, two and
a half miles southwest of Elburn. In 1894 he
retired from active business and moved into
Elburn to pass his remaining years in well
deserved rest and retirement. For eight years
he served his district as School Director. Mr.
Crosby is a member of the Elburn Catholic
church. In 1862 he was married to Miss Susan
Shaw, and of this union nine children have
been born four sons and five daughters.

—

DARWIN

D. CULVER, physician and surAurora, 111., was born in Byron, Fond
dii Lac County, Wis., April 6, 1868, where he
was reared on a farm, and educated in the
public schools, finishing at the State Normal,
Normal, 111. With Dr. O. B. Stanard as his
preceptor, he read medicine at Sandwich, 111.,
and took a full course at the Homoeopathic
Medical College, Chicago, from which he graduated in April, 1894.
Immediately after the
completion of his college work he began practice at Piano, 111., where he remained Miree
years, and then removed to Aurora, where he
since
has
gained
professional
prominence.
From 1898 to 1901 he was lecturer on the subject of nervous physiology in Dunham Medical
College of Chicago, and was later tendered the
professorship of anatomy in the Chicago Homoeopathic Medical College, which he declined. He

geon.

is

DAVID

69

a

ety,

member
and

is

of the Illinois

1894 he married Miss

In

Salle County,

ELISHA

Homoeopathic Soci-

a contributor to medical journals

Mary

Potter,

of

La

111.

E. CURTIS, retired railway conducGeneva, Kane County, 111., born in Hamburg, Spalding County, Ga.. Jan. 10, 1844, son

tor,
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W. and

of Silas

Emma

(Morgan) Curtis.

Both

parents were reared in old Stockbridge,
Berkshire County, Mass., the father being of
his

English and the mother of Welch extraction.
When Elisha E. was five years of age, his
father's family, having been temporarily located in Georgia, returned to Massachusetts for
a brief stay, and in the spring of 1850 came
from the latter State to Kane County, 111.
His father had previously visited Illinois in
the '40s, and in 1849 purchased a farm between
Geneva and Batavia on what is now known as
Batavia Avenue. The family established their
home on this farm in the pioneer days, and
here the elder Mr. Curtis died in 1892, his
Before his death
wife surviving until 1897.
Mr. Curtis had subdivided his farm, and some
of the most attractive country homes of Kane
County have been built on this land. Elisha
E. Curtis grew to manhood in Geneva, where
he obtained his education. In 1861 he enlisted
in the Fifty-second Regiment Illinois Volunteer
Infantry for service in the War of the Rebellion, and was mustered out with his regiment at
Louisville, Ky., in July, 1865, after serving his
Recountry valiantly for nearly four years.
turning to Illinois after the close of the war,
he was employed by his father in the coal and
lumber trade and conduct of the farm until
1879, when he entered the employ of the Chicago & North-Western Railroad, with which he
remained until 1895. During most of the time
he was employed by the railroad company he
lived in Chicago, but since the death of his
father, he has occupied the old homestead in
Geneva. He is a member of the order of Railway Conductors. Mr. Curtis was married in
1888 to Miss Elizabeth Carey, daughter of Edward Carey of West Chicago.

RICHARD DALE,

farmer.

Big

Rock,

111.,

Durham, England. July 28,
1824; came with his parents to America in
1852, and came to Kane County, 111., in the same
year, where he lived with his parents on a
farm in Big Rock Township; married Miss Ann
Summers, who died in 1891.
born

in

County

EBEN DANFORD
Geneva,

March

111.,

23,

(deceased), manufacturer,

was born near Concord, N. H.,
and served an apprenticeship

1814,

to the machinist trade at Lowell, Mass.
Later
he was employed by the Adams Printing Press
Manufacturing Company, at Boston, and the

Hudson River Locomotive Company,

at PoughThat year he came
to Geneva, 111., where he erected a machine shop.
He invented a mowing machine and the Danford super-heated steam-generator. He married
Parmelia A. Howard, daughter of David and
Ella
(Irwin)
Howard, pioneer settlers of
Aurora, where he died in, 1894.

keepsie, N. Y., until 1839.

RALPH DANFORD
Geneva,

(deceased),

was born

manufac-

Geneva, 111.,
March 6, 1854, and died in Lockport, 111., Sept.
He was a son of Eben and Parmelia
19, 1896.
(Harvard) Danford, his father in his lifetime
being one of the noted inventors of Illinois.
Ralph Danford secured his education in the
Geneva schools, and began working with his
father when only sixteen years of age.
Later
he became a druggist in Geneva, and continued
in that business until 1895.
During that year
he sold out and removed to Lockport, where
he spent his last year.
In 1886 he married
Miss Sarah Denney, of Aurora.
turer,

111.,

in

BENJAMIN DANFORTH,

retired manufacborn in Sheffield, West Riding of Yorkshire, England. Aug. 1, 1825; grew

turer, Batavia,

to

111.,

manhood and

ing in

his

married

to

received his educational train-

native

country,

and

in

1847 was

Miss Sarah Hardcastle; came

to the

and first established his
home in Chicago; removed to Batavia the following year, where he engaged in the manufacture of horse-shoe nails, a trade he had learned
in England; later engaged in the manufacture
of nails by machinery and operated a machine
shop until he retired from business in 1901.
Mr. Danforth always possessed a fondness for
music and is noted locally as an accomplished
vocalist.
Mrs. Danforth died in Batavia in
LTnited States in 1850

1894.

They reared a

four of

whom

FREDERIC

large family of children,

were living in 1903.
H.

DANIELS,

physician.

Ba-

was born Aug. 22. 1855, at Union,
Me., graduated at Bowdoin College in his native
State, after which he served ten years on the
tavia,

111.,

medical staff of the Worcester Lunatic HospiWorcester, Mass., occupying the position of
Assistant Superintendent, and for ten years
later serving as Superintendent of the Bellevue
Place Sanitarium at Batavia, 111. Dr. Daniels
was married Nov. 6, 1896, to Addie Stimpson.
of Maine.
tal,
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JONATHAN

S.

DAUBERMAN,

stock-raiser, Kaneville,

111.,

farmer anil
born June 11, 1850.

Center County, Penn., and when quite young
was brought by his parents to Kane County,
where he was educated in the public
111.,
schools.
He began farming with his father,
and in 1872 started for himself on a portion
in

He has been very

of the old homestead.

sue

and now owns a farm of 550 acres.
In March, 1872, he was married to Mary E.
Merrill, by whom he has had three children,
two boys and one girl.

cessful,

Normal

farmer,

Batavia

Township, Kane County, was born in Downers
30, 1845, the only son of Deborah
Swarthout and Theron Davenport, who were
born in Seneca County, N. Y., in 1823, and at
this writing (1903) are living in South Dakota.
family
In 1846, Theron Davenport and his
moved to Aurora, and shortly after to a farm
in Sugar Grove Township, five miles from
Here Josephus grew to manhood.
Aurora.
His memory goes back to the time when there
were no fenced roads leading to Aurora, now
a city of 30,000.
As there were no school
houses in the town, school was held in a gravel
barn, horses occupying one end of the structure.
He had fair school advantages, having attended
the Aurora High School and Jennings Seminary of that place. He has never aspired to any
political position, but has been a life-long ReHe is a farmer pure and simple.
publican.
Through industry and frugality he was, in 1878,
enabled to purchase the old homestead, where
he now resides.
He has a choice farm consisting of 224 acres, and the best farm buildings in his neighborhood.
He also owns a
large tract of land in South
Mr.
Dakota.
Davenport has been twice married; first, in
January, 1868, to M. Louise Bodine, of Aurora,
to whom was born Nina Louise, now the wife
of Elmer E. Given, of Huron, S. D.
The
second marriage was celebrated June 22, 1876,
with Miss Helen I. Niles, of Sugar Grove, who
is still living.
Mr. and Mrs. Davenport attend
the Methodist church at Batavia, and are
counted among the substantial people of the

1

Sugar Grove. He became a successand for eighteen terms was em-

teacher,

ful

ployed in the school room in his

Montgomery, and

home

district

Sugar Grove Normal.
From 1891 to 1893 he taught school and carried on farming at the same time, but since
in

in

that time has devoted his attention exclusively

He was Town Collector in 1895
and since 1898 has been a member
of the Republican Central Committee.
Mr.
Davis was married March 28, 1888, to Miss
Elizabeth M, Darnell, a native of DeKalb Counhis farm.

to

and

1896,

He

ty.

JOSEPHUS DAVENPORT,

in

77

and

Grove, March

is

is

a

member

active in

JOHN DAVIS,
in

of

the Baptist

church,

Sunday school work.
merchant, Batavia,

DuPage County,

111.,

Jan.

8,

1846;

111.,

born

came

to

Batavia with his parents when eight years of
age, and has since made his home in that city,
having been connected with several different
business enterprises during his residence here;
has served as a member of the Batavia Board
of Aldermen, Board of Education, and held
other town offices. He was married in 1871 to
Miss Mary Stanton, of Batavia.

L. J.

DAVIS, dealer

in

hardware and agricul-

implements, and postmaster, Big Rock,
Kane County, born in Big Rock, Jan. 16, 1854,
son of William and Ann (Whildin) Davis;
received his education in the public schools
and at Aurora Seminary, where he spent one
term.
As a young man he began a general
business, dealing in hardware and agricultural
implements, which he has continued to the
present time. Since Jan. 1, 1903, M. J. Whildin
nas been associated with him as a partner.
They handle the Dsering implements.
Mr.
Davis has been Town Clerk for several years.
Township Treasurer of the School Board, Town
Collector, and is now serving his third term
as postmaster.
He is a Mason, also belongs
tural

the Modern Woodmen of America and the
Knights of the Globe. He was married March
24, 1884, to Miss Ida Denny, and of this union
have been born three children; two sons (both
deceased) and one daughter, now living.
to

vicinity.

DAY, banker and manufacturer, Aurora,
born in Otsego County, N. Y„ Dec. 21. 1838;
came west in 1861, locating in Aurora; has been
identified with various manufacturing enterprises in Aurora since 1880; served as AlderT. H.

ALBERT W. DAVIS,

farmer, Big Rock, Kane
1862, in DeKalb County,

County, born Jan. 28,
111., son of William and Ann (Whildin) Davis;
was educated in the public schools and at the

III.,

HISTORY OF KANE COUNTY.

772

man, and was a member of the Board
cation; married on

March

9,

Russell, of Jersey City, N.

of

Edu-

1870, to Miss Edith
J.

HARRY ADELBERT DEAN, Principal of
Public Schools, Elburn, 111., born at East Foxborough, Mass., July 29, 1866; obtained his
preparatory education in tue public schools of
his native State and Arcauia, Iowa, and later
attended Cornell College (Mt. Vernon, Iowa)
Ames,
and the State Agricultural College
Iowa) has been principal of the Elburn schools
since 1893; married August 2, 1893, Eva E.
(

;

Riplets.

noced pioneer farms of thac region. The land
on which he first settled continued to be his
home until his death in 1871. Mr. Denney was
twice Tax Collector, and held other local offices.
His wife, born Nancy Snook, a native of New
York, died in 1868.
Their son, William H.
Denney, was born on the family homestead

Sugar Grove Township, Sept. 3, 1840, and
in the old time district school.
Trained to farming, he has followed that business all his life. He became the owner of the
paternal homestead, and lived in the house in
which he was born until his death, March 27,
1888.
In 1871 Mr. Denney married Miss Harin

was educated

Senaka. a native of Rockford, 111., who
in DeKalb County, and is still living in the old home.
Her mother, who had
lived to the extreme age of 99 years and seven
months, died at Mrs. Denney's home in 1903.
The living children of Mr. and Mrs. Denney
are:
Mrs. Lottie Danker, of Colorado; Clarence
F., George E., Eddy R., and Lottie G., of Sugar
Grove Township.
riet A.

HERMAN

F.

DEMMER,

Kane County, was born

Aurora, ex-Sheriff of

in

Germany, in

1849.

His parents died while he was still very young,
and his early boyhood was spent in Iowa and
In 1861 he came
Illinois among strangers.
to Aurora, and for some lime thereafter was
in the employ of the Chicago, Burlington &
Quincy Railroad Company. From 1870 to 1875
he served in the United States army, a portion
of the time being engaged in the suppression of
the Ku-Klux Klan. and the support of the

Revenue Department in
Kentucky, and the remainder of the time doing
duty on the frontier. He was on the military
escort that accompanied Red Cloud to the
Union Pacific Railroad on his way to Washington, to make that treaty which he has since
officers of the Internal

faithfully kept.
After leaving the army
Mr. Demmer again entered the employ of the
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad Comso

pany, where he was engaged several years. In
1886 he became a member of the Aurora police
force, and in two years rose to the position of
chief, which he filled for ten years and four

months.
Sheriff of

the fall of 1898 he was
Kane County, serving a term

In

elected
of four

Since his retirement from that position
he has been engaged in merchandising in
Aurora. In 1903 he was a candidate for Mayor
on the citizen's ticket.
In 1881 he married

years.

Miss Alma Steele, who was born and reared
in Aurora.
They have five living children, all

was reared

JOSEPH DENNEY,
111.,

was born

Eng., Feb. 15,

meanwhile learning the cabinet-maker's trade.
came to the United States, and after

In 1851 he

stopping

in

Buffalo.

J.

DENNEY

(deceased),

pioneer,

Y.,

for

a

time,

he

over 7.000 people. After he Ld,d been in the
business for a time his brother William Denney
became associated with him. and remained a
member of the firm until his death in 1860.
Later his brothers. Thomas, Hallifield and Eben-

Denney, entered into partnership with
him under the firm name of Denney Brothers,
one of the best known furniture and undertakJoseph Dening houses in Northern Illinois.
ney, the head of the firm, is probably the oldest
ezer

undertaker
living

in the

member

of

Northwest.
the

First

He

is

the oldest

Congregational
he has been an

in which
worker for more than fifty years. In
1856 he married Miss Emeline Elliott, daughter
of William T. Elliott, one of the first settlers
She was the first white girl
of Kane County.
born in Kane County, and also the first in
Aurora. The furniture house which Mr. Den-

active

Sugar Grove, born in New York, and came to
Sugar Grove Township, Kane County, about
1838, where he settled on land purchased from
the Government, soon becoming one of the

N.

where he engaged in business
&s a manufacturer and dealer in furniture. The
same year he was chosen village undertake]',
and it is an interesting fact that, prior to his
retirement from business in 1S95. he had buried
located in Aurora,

church of Aurora,

girls.

JOHN

retired merchant, Aurora,
Kirby Moorside. Yorkshire.
1828. where he grew to manhood,
in
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ney founded is now conducted by his brother
under the old name, and has had a continuous
history of fifty-two years, with a wide reputation for honorable dealing.

EBENEZER DENNEY, now

the head of the

Denney Brothers, furniture dealers. Aurora, 111., was born in Kirby Moorside, Aug. 15,
1840, came to the United States as a boy 13
years old, and grew to manhood in Aurora. In
firm of

1861 he enlisted in the Seventy-second Illinois
Volunteer Infantry. His regiment saw service
in the West, and Mr. Denney was for some time
attached to the Staff of Gen. M. P. Force. At
various times he was detached from his regiment to fill important positions, and was later
appointed Second Lieutenant in the Fiftieth
United States Regiment Colored Troops, in
which rank he was mustered out in the spring
of 1866, after nearly five years of continuous
service. After the close of his military life he
returned to Aurora, and joined his brother in
the furniture business of which he is now
His connection with the house,
the head.
which began with his arrival in this country,
has covered a period of forty-eight years, and
he is known as one of the oldest merchants
now in business in Aurora, where he is also a
Director of the Aurora National Bank. At the
present time he is serving his third term as
a member of the Aurora Board of Aldermen,
and was City Treasurer during 1901 and 1902.
He has also been Treasurer of the Township.
Mr. Denney is a Mason and an Odd Fellow,
and is a member of the Grand Army of the
Republic. His first marriage occurred in I860
with Miss Mary Elliott, daughter of W. T.
Elliott, who died ten months after her marriage.
In 1865 Mr. Denney married Miss Mary Nix,
of

Raymond,

Miss.

Congregational church, the year 1904 will complete his half century of membership in that
body.
In 1854 he married Miss Alice A. Hardin, also a native of Kirby Moorside, and
their voyage to this country was their wedding
trip.
Their first home was in Aurora, and here
they have since resided.

THOMAS DENNEY, retired merchant, was
born in Kirby Moorside, April 1, 1826, where he
was reared to the business of manufacturing
and dealing in furniture. After his marriage
he established himself in the furniture trade
at Kirby Moorside, where he remained until
1855.
In that year he came to the United
States, and established himself
in Aurora,
where
field,

his brothers, Joseph,

were already

HALLIFIELD DENNEY,
in

retired

merchant,

27, 1833,

and

twenty-one years of his life in
England, where he was reared to mercantile
life in his father's store.
Coming to the United
States in 1854, he joined his brothers, William
and Joseph Denney, in the furniture business
in Aurora, being continuously connected with
this business until 1894, and doing his full
share to give it the high standing it has always
possessed.
That year he sold out and retired
to enjoy the fruits of a well-spent life.
Long
regarded as one of the pillars of the First
spent the

first

Upon

his ar-

he entered the store, and later became
one of the partners in the business. He took

prominent part in the upbuilding of the busiand was identified with it until 1882. That
year he retired from the firm of Denney Brothers and started a furniture business of his
own, which he conducted for ten years, and
then sold it to retire altogether from business.
In 1855 he became a member of the First Congregational church, into which three of his
brothers had already been received, and of
which he has been a stanch and faithful memIt is an interesting
ber to the present time.
fact that the five brothers should have united
with this church, and that four of them have
worshipped in this church about a half-century
Mr. Denney married Miss Mary Fowler,
each.
She died in Aurora
of Kirby Moorside, in 1850.
a

ness,

in

1S99.

HARVEY
neer.

Kirby Moorside, Jan.

William and Halli-

in business.

rival

B.

DENSMORE

(deceased),

Sugar Grove Township, Kane County.

was born
was born

773

in

1815, son of

pio111.,

Windsor County, Vt., Sept. 15,
Job and Mary I. (Sprague) Dens-

more, and grandson of Israel Sprague, a Revolutionary soldier who was a participant in the
battles

of

Lexington and Bunker

subject of this sketch grew up in
State,

and was educated

in

the

Hill.

his

The
native

schools and

Cortlandville Academy, Cortlandville, N. Y. He
came to Kane County. 111., in 1836, locating in

what is now Sugar Grove Township. His trip
from Vermont to Chicago was made by team
and Chicago was then a mere village. After
spending a short time in Chicago, he purchased
a land claim in Sugar Grove Township and
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which occupied the
which he lived until his
He was
death, which occurred Oct. 15, 1898.
a successful farmer, a capable manager, and
An
a man of influence in the community.
ardent opponent of slavery, he was known for

moved

site

into

of the

a

log

home

cabin

in

many

years as one of three Abolitionists in
Sugar Grove Township, and in the days of the
"Underground Railway," he was in close touch
with its operations and had a personal acquaintance with some of the noted Illinois Abolitionists.
In later years he was an active member
He taught the first
of the Republican party.
school in Sugar Grove Township, helped erect

and was always interested in the advancement of educational work.
In the later years of his life he set on foot, with
the

school-house,

first

other early settlers, a movement to preserve
the pioneer history of Sugar Grove Township,
and much valuable information was gotten
together in this connection, but unfortunately
it

was destroyed before

it

was put into

print.

He married first in 1836 Miss Katie Densmore,
who died in 1851, leaving one daughter, Mrs.
James Carter. He was afterwards married to
Miss Mary J. Mather, who died in 1888. The
children of the second marriage were Charles

Mrs. Grace (Densmore)
Lee, Mrs. Jane
(Densmore) Benjamin and Mrs. Jessie (Densmore) Paul.

and located permanently
where he took charge
of a flouring-mill, which he operated for twentysix years.
He retired from active business
Illinois

to

1853

in

at Carpentersville in 1856,

in 1882, but has lived continuously in Carpentersville,

being at the present time (1903) one

of the oldest residents in the village.

He was

married in 1853 to Malvina Knowles, of Sullivan
County, N. Y.

CHARLES
settler,
111.,

B.

DODSON

born June

in 1891:

5,

(deceased), pioneer

and died

1809,

came west

in Geneva.

in 1833. locating near

the site of Batavia in 1834, where he platted
the town of Clybournville; in company with

Archibald Clybourn he built the

first

docks in

Between 1835 and 1837 he
removed the Pottawatomie Indians from this
part of Illinois to Iowa ana Kansas under contract with the Government built the first store
and saw-mill in this region at Clybournville
in 1834; was one of the most widely known
of the pioneers and was leading citizen of
Geneva until his death. His wife was Harriet
Warren before her marriage, and she was a
daughter of the pioneer after whom Warrenville. 111., was named.
the city of Chicago.

;

M.,

SHELDON DICKINSON
born

at

manhood
County,

(deceased), farmer,

Hatfield, Canada, in 1832,
in
111.,

his native country;
in 1854, locating

and grew

came

to

to

Kane

on a farm near

Dundee; married Catharine Hodges and their
living children are:
Charles S. and Frederick
S. Dickinson; removed to Minnesota where he
met his death by drowning in 1860. After the
death of her husband, Mrs. Dickinson returned
to her old home and still resides at Dundee.

THOMAS

A. DILLON,
Kane County,

retired

miller,

Geneva public schools, and at Bell & Stevens'
Commercial College, Chicago. 111., in 1S58. The
"only distinction acquired,"

(according to the

same authority) is in having had his home in
Kane County for sixty-two years continuously,
five years spent on the Pacific Coast,
years in South Dakota, the only event
in his life, out of the ordinary, being a journey
He
across the plains to California in 1S60.
writes himself down as an old-time Abolitionist
and a rock-rooted Republican.-

excepting

and

five

Car-

born in Vienna,
N. Y., March 17, 1823, son of Thomas A. and
Lucy (Spike) Dillon; attended school until
thirteen years of age, when he started work

pentersville,

CHARLES H. DODSON. Geneva, 111., born in
Chicago, 111., Dec. 1, 1838.
His education, "if
any" (quoting himself), was obtained in the

111.,

for himself; learned the miller's trade and followed that occupation at different intervals in
New York, Ohio and Michigan until 1849. when
he joined a gold-hunting expedition sent out
from New York to California by Dr. Townsend.
Mr. Dillon engaged in mining in California and
later went to the Sandwicn Islands.
He came

WILSON H. DOE, Bank Cashier, Elgin. 111.,
born in Janesville. Wis., Feb. 2, 1858: cam'.'
to Elgin Feb. 8, 1882, and accepted a position
as bookkeeper with ihe Home National Bank,
in which he became Assistant Cashier in 1885.
and

in 1890

Home

was

elected Cashier.

In 1892,

when

Savings Bank was organized, he
was elected Cashier of that institution, and is
Mr. Doe was married
still filling that position.
in September. 1882. to Miss Maude G. Palmer,
the

of Chicago.
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and

(deceased),

farmer

Elburn, Kane County, 111.,
County Waterford, Ireland, June 7,

stock-raiser,

born

in

1822;

grew

manhood

to

in his native country,

where he obtained his education in private
and also learned surveying; came to
Long Island, N. Y., in 1850, where for six
years he engaged in farming. In 1856 he came

schools,

west, journeying as far as Fort Dodge, Iowa,

where he purchased land, but later returned
to Illinois and bought a farm in
Kaneville
Township, Kane County, and established his
home at Elburn, where he passed the remainder
of his life and died in 1888. Mr. Donovan was
married in 1853

to

Julia Lucey,

daughter of

James and Helen Lucey, of Long Island, N. Y.
At the present time (1904) Mrs. Helen Riordan
of Elburn,

111.,

is

the only surviving

member

of this pioneer family.

he

began

wagon

buying

calves,

775
taking a

for transportation purposes,

one-horse

and through

his honest and upright dealing with the public
he has been very successful, and has established
a large business interest throughout his com-

munity as well as in Mexico. His selection of
draft and high-class horses and Holstein cows
is second to none in Illinois.
He has a commodious sales-stable at Gilbert's, where his horses
and cattle are exhibited. He was married June
5, 1895, to Miss Jennie Cooley, and four children
have come to bless this union:
Nora Marie,
Ruth L., John S. and James.

FRED H. DOTY, manufacturer. Batavia, 111.,
born in Aurora, 111., Feb. 18, 1855; educated
in the public schools of his native city, and in
young manhood engaged in office work in Bain 1890 became connected with the
tavia;
United States Wind Engine & Pump Company,
with which he is still identified as assistant
secretary- Mr. Doty was married in 1882 to
Miss Helen Burton, of Batavia.

ANDREW

N.

DOWNER,

Elgin,

111.,

born

a*

West Vienna, Oneida County, N. Y., June 4,
1834, son of Don Sebastian and Lucinda (Force)
Downer, was educated in the public schools of
his native State and came west in 1858, establishing his home in Chicago, where he became
connected with the lumber trade. In the fall
of 1862 he enlisted in what was known as the
Chicago Board of Trade Battery, and served
in the Union army until discharged on account
of physical disability.
Returning from the
war, he engaged in the lumber trade in Chicago
with the well-known firm of Ludington, Wells
& Van Schaick, continuing in this connection
until 1879, when, on account of failing health,
he removed to Iowa and engaged in farming

and stock-raising.

when he

JAMES DORSEY.

JAMES DORSEY,

live-stock dealer, Gilbert's,

was born April 6, 1872, son of Michael and
Mary (Ryan) Dorsey, and received his education from the public schools.
When he was
111.,

nine

years

old

he

started

out

for

himself,

commencing work for Stewart H. Christie at $3
per month. He was cared for as one of the
family, and sent to school during the winter
was twenty-one years of age. In 1895

until he

retired

He lived in Iowa until 1892,
from active business life and

has since resided in Elgin. Mr. Downer was
married in 1866 to Miss Mary A. Falconer,
daughter of Laflin Falconer, who came from
Scotland to this country in 1844, locating in
Chicago, and is still living on the farm (now
on the edge of the city of Chicago) which he
purchased from George Smith, Chicago's first
banker. The children of Mr. and Mrs. Downer
are:
Charles N.. of Woodstock, 111.; Albert N.,
of Cass County, Iowa, and Mrs. F. M. Adams, of
Elgin,

111.
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DOWNING,

retired farmer, El-

born at North

Hempstead, Queens

GEORGE
burn,

111.,

J.

educated in the
Y., Sept. 29, 1830;
public schools of his native State, and removed
County, N.

Township, Kane County, 111., in 1869,
where he engaged in farming and continued to

to Virgil

follow

that

removed
He was

occupation

until

1890,

when he

Elburn and has since lived retired.
married Feb. 6, 1861, to Phoebe

to

GEORGE H. DUGAN, farmer, Big Rock
Township, Kane County, born in Paterson, N.
came west with his parents
J., Sept. 17, 1842;
in 1846, who established their home in Big
Rock Township, where George H. attended the
old-time schools and was trained to farming,
and has since followed that vocation on a part
of the old farm on which his father first settled.
WILLIAM DUGAN

Albertson.

(deceased), pioneer, was

born in Dublin, Ireland, and came to the United

HICKS

A.

DOWNING,

farmer,

Elburn,

111.,

born at Roslin, L. I., N. Y., Dec. 1, 1863, and
has spent most of his business career as a
farmer in Kane County; married, July 13. 1893,

Emily

HARRISON DOWNING,

W.
111.,

C. Mott.

born in Norwich,

Vt..

druggist, Aurora,

July

18,

1840,

son

Rufus and Sarah (Hayward) Downing, was
reared on a farm and educated in the public
".chools and in Kimball Union Academy, Plain-

States in his early manhood, locating

first

in

came to Kane County, 111., in
1846, and lived on a farm in Big Rock Township until his death, which occurred in 1876.
The members of his family now living are
Paterson, N.

J.;

William H., of Aurora; George H., of Big
Rock; Charles R.. of Sugar Grove, and Mary
E. Dugan, of Big Rock.

of

At the outbreak of the Civil WatMeld, N. H.
he enlisted in the Sixteenth Vermont Volunteer
Infantry, remaining in the service until discharged for disability. For some years he was
engaged in teaching, after which he embarked
In
in the drug business at Hanover, N. H.
1870 he came to Illinois, and afterward taught
at LaFox. St. Charles, Bald Mound, Riverside
and Geneva. In 1889 he discontinued teaching
and established himself as a druggist in
Geneva, but later removed to Aurora, where
he at once took a position as a leading druggist, which he maintained until his death, May
He was a member of the Grand
14,
1900.
Army of the Republic, and bore an active part
in the work of the New England Congregational
church.
In 1873
lie
married Miss Louise
Parker, daughter of John W. Parker, who
came to this country from Oxford, England,
and was an early settler at St. Charles. Of
his family still survive Mrs. Downing and her
daughter, Mrs. Robert B. Scott, both of whom
reside in Aurora.

CHARLES

R. DUGAN, farmer and stockSugar Grove. 111., born in Big Rock
Township, Kane County, March 12, 1851; educated in the public schools, and began farming
in his early manhood, and, with the exception
raiser,

of a short period spent in school teaching, has

since

followed

1880, Miss Ida

that

occupation;

Benjamin.

married,

in

DELOS DUNTON,

manufacturer and banker,
was born in Hannibal.
Oswego County, N. Y., June 28, 1832, son of
William and Mary (Cole) Dunton, and was
brought by his. parents to Illinois in 1838. The
Dunton family had its first home at Deer
Grove, but the family removed to a farm near
Bloomingdale. DuPage County, the following
year, and in 1S42 spent a year at Southport
(now Kenosha), Wis., after which they located
at
Dundee, Kane County, 111. Here young
Delos Dunton completed his schooling, and
then entered into the wool-carding and clothdressing business with his father.
He was
connected with the pioneer store of J. A. Carpenter, at Carpentersville, from 1850 to I860,
the last two years of this period being a partCarpentersville,

111.,

ner

in the establishment.
Until the fall of
1863 he was engaged in fruit-growing in Michi-

when he went to Niagara County, N. Y.,
and with others started what was perhaps one
of the first attempts to establish a self-supportgan,

ing manual labor school in this country.

The

experiment did not prove entirely successful,
and in 1866 Mr. Dunton returned to Carpentersville, where he formed a connection with
the Illinois Iron and Bolt Company, and for
twenty-five years, ending in 1891, he was connected with this company, being treasurer of
the corporation for a part of the time.

In the

meantime he was chosen President of the Star
Manufacturing Company, a position which he
filled for many years, and only surrendered
He
when partially retired from business.
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helped

Dundee

organize

the

First

National

Bank

of

which he was President
He has no interest in politics, and

1901,

in

until 1904.

of
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married Miss Jeannette Crichton, daughter of

James Crichton, one

of the pioneers

of

Kane

County.

has not cast a vote for forty years.

CHARLES

JAMES EAGER,
was born

in

coal merchant, Batavia,

1)1

.

County Kerry, Ireland, Dec. 29,
James and Julia (O'Connor)

1840, the son of

Eager. He received his early education in the
schools of his native country, being fifteen years
of age when he came to the United States.
Arriving in this country, he lived in Boston
and that vicinity for about seven years, and in

and established his home
variously employed for
several years afterwards, but eventually became
connected with the coal trade, and embarked in
1863
in

came

to Illinois

Batavia.

He was

the business on his own account in 1887. In
connection with the coal trade, Mr. Eager carries a stock of lime, cement, tile and wood,
and is one of the oldest dealers in these lines
In 1863 he married Miss Mary
in Batavia.
Manning, of Massachusetts.

CHARLES

EARLE

(deceased), manufacborn at Newburgh, N. Y.,
July 14, 1822; engaged in the leather trade in
Worcester, Mass., in early life, and continued
in business in that city until 1856, when he
came to Aurora, where he was at first engaged
in the iron foundry business, and later in the
lumber trade, retiring from business in 1872.
turer and

C.

H. EATON, manufacturer, Bataborn in Pawtucket, R. I., in 1849, son
of John and Eliza (Pike)
Eaton, and was
reared and educated in Massachusetts. When
sixteen years old he came to Illinois, and finished his schooling at Dwight. In early manvia,

111.,

hood he became interested in railroad construction, and later in the building of water-works
along the lines of the Chicago, Burlington &
Quincy Railroad from Chariton to Fort Kearney
in Nebraska, being thus engaged for eight years.
In 886 he came to Batavia to enter into the
employment of the United States Wind Engine
and Pump Company, and has since filled
various positions with that concern, for ten
years being general sales agent for its business
in twenty-eight States.
He is a Mason, and
affiliated
with
the
Chicago
Commandery
Knights Templar. In 1870 he married Miss
Clara, daughter of John Wesley Wood, of
1

Warrenville.

111.

banker,

CHARLES

H. EATINGER. farmer and stockDundee Township, Kane County, was
born in Ravenna. Ohio, April 24, 1848, and was
brought by his parents to Illinois in 1855, when
they made a settlement in Bureau County. Mr.
raiser,

Eatinger secured a public school education, and
was trained to farm life, but operated at one
time in butter and cheese-making. In 1878 he
purchased the Wanzer dairy farm, three miles
west of Dundee, and has since been recognized
as one of the leading dairy farmers of the
county. In 1887 he started a horse and cattle
ranch in Cherry County, Neb., which he has
conducted up to the present time, his three
sons being there and having direct management. This ranch contains about 4,000 acres,
and is a model farm. Mr. Eatinger is also
interested in Kansas lands, and has all his life
been a dealer in stock. He is a member of the
orders of Free Masons, Knights of the Maccahees, and Knights of the Globe.
In 1870 he

CHARLES

CHARLES

J.

.1.

E< 'KI.AMt.

ECKLAND,

late

Superintendent

Sugar Refining Company, Geneva, 111.,
born in Jonkoping, Sweden, Feb. 19. 1875, son
Solomon and Christina Eckland;
of
was
Illinois
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brought by his parents to Geneva, 111., where
he attended the local schools, beginning his
technical training with a course in the Scranton
His practical fitness
Correspondence School.
for the position he now holds was demonstrated
in the connection he had with the Charles Pope
Glucose Works at Geneva, in which he began
as office-boy, working his way up, through the
laboratory and foreman ship of several departments, to the position of Assistant Superintendent in 1901. The following year, although only
twenty-seven years of age, he became Superintendent of the great factory. This position
he recently resigned to accept another in connection with the construction of the largest
independent starch and glucose plant in the
United States, for the J. C. Hubinger Brothers
Company at Keokuk, Iowa. Mr. Eckland is a
Thirty-first Degree Mason, Master of Geneva
Lodge, No. 139, A. F. & A. M., and an ardent
promoter of Masonic interests.

young man he engaged

in the drug trade, which
he followed until his death, Aug. 7, 1897, having
spent the last twenty years of his life in
Geneva. He was married June 26, 1878, to
Mrs. Sarah J. Akers, of Chicago, whose first
husband was a charter member of the Chicago
Board of Trade. Mr. Eddowes was one of the
pioneer Unitarians of Geneva.

TIMOTHY
111.,

H.

EDDOWES,

clergyman, Geneva,

was' born in Middletown, Del.,

May

7,

1837,

and was brought by his parents into Illinois the
following year. His education was secured in
the public schools and the Platteville Academy.

He

Platteville, Wis.

the Theological

fitted for

School,

the ministry at

Meadville, Penn.. and

in 1865 was called to the Unitarian church in
Geneva, which he served until 1870. That year
he went east and served churches in Littleton
Mass., and Farmington, Maine.
In 1875 he returned to Geneva, where he has since made his
home, though not engaged in active clerical
labor.

ALLEN EDDY

(

deceased

)

,

pioneer farmer.

Campion Township, Kane County, born in New
York State in 1803: trained to farming, and
followed that occupation in New York State.
later in Ohio, and still later in Illinois; came
to Illinois in 1852, and resided in Campton
Township, Kane County, until his death in
1877;

married Miss Sophia Beardsley, of Ohio.

HOMER EDDY,
Kane County; born

farmer,

Geneva Township,

in Vermillion, Erie

County,

Ohio, Sept. 16. 1847, son of Allen and Sophia

(Beardsley)

Eddy;

came

to Illinois

with his

father in 1852;' in 1864 he enlisted in the

Hundred

and

Forty-first

Regiment

One

Illinois

Volunteer Infantry, serving nearly four months.
After the close of the war he engaged in farming in Campton Township, Kane County, remaining there until 1891. when he purchased a
farm near Geneva, where he has since resided
•loiiv

JOHN

K.

EDDOWES.

EDDOWES

(deceased), merchant,
born in Middletown, Del., Nov. 17,
1826, spent his early life near Philadelphia,
where he attended school. In 1838 the family
removed to Savanna, 111., where they were
neighbors to General Grant and his family in
after years.
When Mr. Bddowes became a

Geneva,

K.

111.,

He was married in 1869 to Miss Amelia M.
Kinnear, daughter of Andrew and Elizabeth
Kinnear, pioneer settlers of Kane County.

HENRY

C. EDWARDS, farmer and manufacDundee, 111., born in Chautauqua County.
N. Y., July 14. 1835, son of Alfred and Lucinda
(Bosworth) Edwards, in 1837 was taken by

turer,

his parents to Chicago, then a frontier village,
to

which the father and husband had gone the
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In 1838 they removed to the
settlement at Dundee, Kane County, where Mr.
Edwards opened a pioneer store. There Henry

previous year.

C.

Edwards was reared

to

manhood, and there

he obtained his education in the village schools,
supplemented by attendance at Beloit College
and at Bell's Commercial College, Chicago. In
life he became interested in the store
with his father, and later turned his attention
to farming, in which he has been quite steadily
engaged to the present time. From 1888 to
1898 he was President and General Manager of
the Illinois Iron and Brass Works at Carpentersville.
In August, 1861, he enlisted in the
Fifty-second Regiment Illinois Volunteer Infantry, and was mustered out at Rome, Ga., Oct.
24, 1864, at the end of three years and two
months of active and honorable service. He is
a member of Dundee Post, No. 519, G. A. R.,
and has been its Commander. In 1865 he married Miss Ellen A. Dunton, daughter of William
and Mary Dunton, pioneer settlers of Dundee.

early

ROBERT S. EGAN, lawyer, Elgin, born in
Sycamore, 111., May 10, 1857, and grew to manhood on a Kane County farm, to which his
father retired in 1859. His literary education
was secured in the public schools and at Elgin
Academy; later he read law in the office of
Hon. H. B. Willis, now Judge of the Sixteenth
Illinois Judicial Circuit, and was admitted to
the Bar of the Supreme Court in 1882. He
began practice in Elgin, and has since given
his attention to his profession up to the present
time (1903). From 1883 to 1899 he was asso
ciated with Hon. C. F. Irwin, now Justice of
the United States Court, Second District Oklahoma, and from 1883 to 1885 served as City
Attorney of Elgin. In May, 1903, he was appointed Corporation Counsel of Elgin. Politically a Democrat, he has been one of the leaders of that party for a

GEORGE
111.;

1832;

born

B.
in

located

ELDEN,

number

of years.

retired banker, Elburn,

York County, Maine, May
in

Kane County,

111.,

in

19,

1864,

where he was engaged

in the lumber trade for
twenty years;
purchased the Bank of
Elburn in 1887 and conducted that institution
until 1900, when he retired from active business; married Nov. 3, 1855.
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the old pioneer, William T. Elliott, mentioned

elsewhere in this volume;
paternal estate, educated

was reared on the
in

the local schools

and at Jennings Seminary, Aurora, and began
his medical studies under the direction of Dr.
F. S. Hance, graduating from Rush Medical
He began
College. Chicago, in February, 1869.
practice at Blairstown.

Iowa, but in 1872 returned to Aurora to succeed to the practice of
Dr. Hance.
In the thirty years that have
elapsed be has built a fine reputation as a
skillful, conscientious and faithful family physician.
He has been the inventor and patentee
of several valuable medical appliances, which
now sell throughout the United States and are
highly approved by the profession everywhere.
He is a member of the Illinois State Medical
Society, and has been City Physician of Aurora
for several years.
His recreation from hard
work is painting in oil. and several of his
portraits and landscapes have marked merit.
In 1870 he married Miss Lydia, daughter of
Rev. Azro and Jane (Hotchkiss) French, born
in Nuggar, India, while her father was a missionary in that country. Of this marriage were
born three children: Dr. Frank A., of Chicago;
Arthur B., an artist of Chicago; and Mrs.
Fannie E. Grass, of Chicago.

WILLIAM T. ELLIOTT (deceased), born in
Connecticut in 1810, through both parents being
descended from Scotch and English ancestry;
was taken by his parents to Pennsylvania in
1812, and thence to New York, where he grew
up.
In 1834 he came to Aurora, 111., where he
purchased land from the Government and became a successful farmer. In 1835 he married
Rebecca, daughter of Elijah Pierce, who came
from the East and settled at Montgomery, Kane
County, three years previous. This was the
first marriage in Kane County, and their oldest
born was the first white child born in the
They began housekeeping in a log
county.
structure on Fox River, and here their lives
were passed. The Elliott farm is now a part
Here Mr. Elliott died in 1894, aged
of Aurora.
84, and Mrs. Elliott in 1900, at the age of 82.

over

FRANCIS M. ELLIOTT, M.
Aurora, born in that city April

D..
5,

physician,

1841, son of

DE GOY

B. ELLIS, lawyer, Elgin, 111., born
Boone County, 111., Nov. 27, 1877,
son of W. B. and Sophia (Bowman) Ellis, was
reared on a farm and educated at the Belvidere
High School and at Dixon College, Dixon, graduating from the latter in the class of 1897 with
in

Blaine,
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the degrees of B. O. and B. S.; two years later
graduated from the Illinois College of Law, and
in October of same year opened an office in
Elgin, where he is engaged in professional
In 1903 he was elected City Attorney by
labor.
a plurality of 588 votes. He is a director of
the Fraternal Reserve Life Association, with
headquarters at Knoxville; is also giving special attention to insurance and corporate law.
Mr. Ellis belongs to the Greek letter fraternity
Phi Alpha Beta, the Court of Honor, and the
Elgin City Club, and one or two other organizations.

STEPHEN R. ELLITHORPE, pioneer farmer,
Burlington Township, Kane County, born at
Sheldon, Vt., April 16, 1819; came west, driving
across the country with team and wagon, arriving in Burlington Township in 1841, where he
took up a quarter section of land; conducted
his farm in Burlington Township until the
time of his death, Jan. 4, 1902. He was married
in 1840 to Miss Emily C. Smith, of Canada, who
died Nov. 13, 1898

was clerk in a hardware store. The following
year he entered the employ of the Borden Condensed Milk Company, at Brewster, N. Y.,
coming to Elgin in 1870.
In 1881 he was
appointed Superintendent of the factory, and is
still serving in that capacity.
Mr. Eno is a
Republican.
He was a member of the old
Volunteer Fire Department for eight years, and,
at the close of that service, held the position of

Assistant Fire Marshal. He served one term
on the Board of Education and one term in the
City Council. While a member of the Council
he was Chairman of the Special Committee on
Water-Works, and it was largely through the
efforts of this committee that the present system of water-works was installed the contract
for the same being let by this committee at
that time. He also served on the Board of
Water Commissioners for eight years; at the
present time is acting as one of the Fire and
Police Commissioners of the city of Elgin; is
also a member of the Board of Trustees of the
Northern Illinois Hospital for the Insane.

—

WILLIAM
ship,

H. ERVIN, farmer. Dundee TownKane County, 111., was born in Armstrong-

County, Penn., Aug. 22, 1852, son of John and
Cornelia (Woodruff) Ervin, and reared in his
native State;
was taken by his parents into
Ohio in 1860, and received his educational training in the schools of these two States. In early
manhood he was employed in the iron works
at Martin's Ferry.
In 1875 he came to Illinois,
and three years later settled on the farm where
he now resides, three and a half miles northwest of the village of Dundee, where he has
been largely engaged in dairy-farming and bee
culture.
Fraternally he has wide connections,
being a Mason and Odd Fellow, Modern Woodman, and a Knight of the Maccabees. In 1878
he married Miss Margaret Crichton. daughter
of John Crichton, one of the pioneer settlers
of

Dundee Township.

WILLIAM
Kane County.

EDWARD

EDWARD

S.

S.

education in

the

E\(>.

ENO, Superintendent Borden
111., was born

May

26,

1848, received his

public schools, and

ESTEE, bank

cashier. Aurora,

was born at Le Roy, Genesee
County, N. Y., June 6, 1855; educated in the
public schools and Le Roy Academy; came to
Aurora in January, 1878, as bookkeeper for the
Second National Bank (now known as the Old

Condensed Milk Company, Elgin,
in Honesdale, Penn.,

C.

in

1868

III.,

Second National Bank). He has been cashier
the Second National Bank for nine years
(1879-88) and of the Merchants' National Bank

of

for sixteen years.
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HENRY

EVANS,

Aurora, statesman
9, 1836, in Toronto, Canada, a son of Griffith and Elizabeth
Evans, both natives of Harrisburg, Penn., and
was brought by his parents to Aurora, 111., in
June, 1841, where his father had secured employment as a millwright. Mr. Evans began

HON.

and

financier,

H.

was born March

7'

phone and Telegraph Company, Vice-President
and Director of the German-American National
Bank, and a Director of the Aurora SilverPlating Company. For three and a half years
he served in the Civil War as a member of the
One Hundred and Twenty-fourth Illinois Volunteer Infantry, and was Colonel on the staffs
of Governors Cullom, Hamilton, Oglesby and
Fifer.
He was a member of the Aurora City
Council
In 1858

when

first

elected to the Legislature.

married Miss Alice M. Rhodes,
daughter of A. C. Rhodes, of Aurora, but a
native of England. She died in Aurora Oct. 6,
One son, Arthur R. Evans, is in the
1897.
telephone business with his father.
he

JOHN D. EVANS, farmer and stockbreeder.
Sugar Grove Township, Kane County, 111., born
in Sugar Grove, Oct. 25, 1865, son of Isaac
Evans, one of the pioneer settlers of the town;
was brought up under the parental roof, and
received his education in the public schools and
the Sugar Grove Normal and Industrial Institute.
For a time he taught school a portion
of each year, and then turned his attention to
farming and stock-raising, in which he has been
quire successful. Taking an active part in politics, Mr. Evans soon became noted as one of
the more prominent young Republicans of the
county, who cared more to help his party and
aid his friends than he did for office for him-

HENRY

II.

EVANS

when quite young by purchasing the Fitch House, then known as
Aurora's leading hotel, and still doing business
under the name of Hotel Evans. He remained
in this business until he was elected to the
lower branch of the State Legislature in 1876,
In 1880 he was
where he served one term.
chosen a member of the State Senate, to which
he has been continuously re-elected to the
present time, and for which he was renominated
May 4, 1904. Since 1876 he has been engaged
in various business enterprises, and has been
very successful in real-estate deals.
He was
one of the organizers and for some years the
President and Manager of the Aurora Street
Car lines, built the Aurora, Otsego & Yorkville
Riverview
Electric Railway, and organized
Park, the chief park of Aurora, and one of great
popularity.
Mr. Evans built the Elgin, Joliet
& Eastern line from Aurora to Joliet, and is
President of the Interstate Independent Telenis business career

Locally he has filled several positions, and
has been much interested in the construction
of better school houses in Sugar Grove Township.
Mr. Evans belongs to the Order of Elks,
the Modern Woodmen, the Royal Neighbors, and
the Yeomen of America.
In 1896 he married
Miss Nellie M„ daughter of William West, of
Sugar Grove.
self.

ISAAC EVANS,

pioneer farmer, Sugar Grove,
was born in Caerrnarthenshire, South Wales,
in 1825; grew up in his native country and was
trained to farming; came to the United States
in 1856, and first lived in Iowa for a year;
later came to Illinois and established his home
in the town of Squaw Grove, DeKalb County,
and afterwards removed to the farm where he
now resides in Sugar Grove Township. At the
present time (1903) Mr. and Mrs. Evans have
lived in Sugar Grove Township forty-one years.
In 1856 Mr. Evans was married to Miss Hannah
Walters, and their living children are David T.,
Thomas W.. Annie E. and John D.
111.,
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THOMAS B. EVANS, farmer and stock-raiser,
Geneva Township, Kane County, born in Chester
County, Penn., Oct. 30, 1839; reared and educated in his native State;

trained to farming,

and followed that occupation in Pennsylvania
until 1870, when he came to Illinois; purchased
a farm near Geneva in 1878, where he has since
giving special attention to breeding
Chester White hogs and Oxford Down sheep.
He was married in 1865 to Miss Mary Ann
Todd, daughter of John Todd, of Mochlan,
Chester County, Penn., one of the founders of

resided,

born in the township where he now resides,
12, 1840, son of John and Catherine
(Donovan) Farrell; educated in the pioneer
schools and located in 1868 on the farm which
he now owns, and where he resides; has been
Road Commissioner for twenty years, besides
holding other township offices;
married, in
1868, Catherine. McCartney, who died in 1880,
leaving four living children, viz.:
Catherine,
J. W., W. A. and E. C.
April

the stock- yards at Philadelphia.

JACOB EYE,

merchant, Aurora, 111., was born
where he now resides, Feb. 21, 1857,
son of Joseph Eye, who came to Aurora in 1852
from Jackson, Mich., but was born in HesseDarmstadt, Germany. The elder Eye was one
of the early German residents of Aurora, and
was still living in 1903 at the age of eightythree years. The subject of this sketch grew
to manhood in Aurora, was educated in the
public schools and learned the tinner's trade.
His first business venture was in the tinware
trade;
in 1883 he added to this a stock of
hardware, and has since been engaged in this
line of business, the present commercial house
of which he is the proprietor being the successor of the little tin-shop which he started in
his early manhood.
While devoting the larger
portion of his time to merchandising, Mr. Eye
in the city

has also been identified with other enterprises
in Aurora and elsewhere.
He was married in
1884 to Miss Mary Reising, daughter of Joseph

who

Reising.

JOHN FARRELL
of

(deceased), pioneer farmer

Dundee Township, Kane County, 111., born
came to the United States

Ireland in 1803;

boyhood,

locating

Dundee Township

MILKS

V.

FIELD.

with
in

the

1837,

first

settlers

20,

in

schools of

in

1867,

and became one of

at the time of his death in 1879, embracing about 900 acres. He was an excellent
type of the hardy, courageous pioneer, as well
as an enterprising and sagacious business man.
He married Catherine Donovan, who died in
1865, and their children were:
Jeremiah (deceased). John (deceased), Timothy, Dennis and
William.

estate,

WILLIAM FARRELL,

CHARLES F. FIELD, banker, Geneva, 111..
born at Ellisburg. Jefferson County. N. Y., June

in

the largest land owners in the township, his

raiser,

(II

died in 1902.

farmer and stockDundee Township, Kane County. 111.,

received his early education in the

1853;

(lis

native town,

when he accompanied

which he

left

his parents to

in

Ba

tavia, 111., where he attended school two years
and then spent six months on a farm. He was
engaged in the express business for one year,
and when he was nineteen years of age established himelf in dairy farming, an occupation

he followed for nineteen years. In the fall of
1889, in company with W. H. Gaunt, he established the Bank of Geneva, of which he took
the entire management.
In 1901 he purchased
his partner's interest in the bank,

engaged

in its

ested in

fire

management.

insurance.

He

is

and

is

still

also inter-

Mr. Field has served

several terms as Citv Treasurer of Geneva, and
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now

is

the

Treasurer of the

State

Training

School for Girls, a well-known state institution.
He was married in 1879 to Miss Sarah E. White,
of Elburn, 111., born in Jefferson County, N. Y.
Mr. Field is a public-spirited citizen, and has
served three years as a member of the Geneva
Board of Education.

DEAN FERSON

pioneer farmer,
deceased
born at Bradford, N. H., April
came to Chicago in 1833 and located
25, 1810;
on a claim near St. Charles, Kane County, in
May, 1834, where he resided until his death, and
his estate is still in the possession of his family.
In political sentunent he was a vigilant
Abolitionist during the ante-bellum period, and
Mr. Person was
later a stanch Republican.
married in September, 1836, to Prudence E.
Ward, theirs being one of the first marriage
ceremonies performed in Kane County. They
were the parents of eight children, five of whom
are living Abbie Ferson, Mrs. Maria Wheeler,
Kirk, Sampson V. and Frank. Mr. Ferson died
May 31, 1892, his wife surviving him until
Nov. 28, 1902.
St.

Charles,

(

)

.

111.,

—

JOHN

F.

was born

FIERKE, manufacturer, Dundee,

Pomerania, Germany,
was brought to this country
by his parents when about one year old. They
settled in Dundee, 111., where young John F.
was reared to manhood, and educated in the
German Lutheran parochial school. He left
school to enter the employ of the Illinois Iron
and Bolt Company as assistant shipping clerk,
six weeks later becoming shipping clerk.
In
January, 1883, he was transferred to the general
offices of the company, where he was employed
in various capacities until 1898, when he was
made General Superintendent. Two years later
he was promoted to the office of General Manager of the business, which position he is still
111.,

in Oelsdorf,

Jan. 25, 1860, and

filling.

For many years he has been a director
and his connection with the

of the corporation,

company covers a period

of twenty-six

years,

during which he has done much to promote its
welfare.
He began his business life earning
seventy-five cents a day, and is now at the head
of a great corporation with a large plant, of
which he is one of the principal owners. In
October, 1883, Mr. Fierke was married to Miss
Augusta Sternberg, daughter of Carl Sternberg,
of Dundee.
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MOULTON FISH (retired), Aurora, 111.,
J.
born in Danby, Vt., May 27, 1816, son of John
and Abigail (Moulton) Fish, was reared in his
native State, where he received a commonschool education. Being a member of a large
family he was thrown upon his own resources
at an early age, and from that time was variously employed, at times working on a farm or
holding a clerkship in a store, as opportunity
offered.
For nine years he was connected with
a general store in Danby, and while thus employed had a wide range of experience in the
work of buying, selling, manufacturing, etc.
When twenty- four years of age he received from
the Vermont Legislature an appointment as a
Justice of the Peace, filling the position accept-

ably for several terms.
in

Danby he

During

his residence

also served for a time as

Deputy

engaged in the marble
business in that place, which he conducted successfully for a number of years.
About the
same time he became interested in the Western
Vermont Railroad, the charter for which he
had been instrumental in securing from the
Sheriff.

In

1842

he

Vermont Legislature

after

a

spirited

contesl

extending over two years. While thus employed
he also succeeded in obtaining a charter for a
bank at Danby. The railroad was built in due
time, but, being insufficiently financed, Mr. Fish
suffered a heavy loss in consequence of the failure of the company. Having removed to Buffalo. N. Y., about 1853, he there engaged in
the lumber business as a member of the firm
of Mann, Vail & Co., in which he continued
some six years. In the meantime, having made
a trip to Illinois, he purchased a farm near
Lockport, in Will County, and in 1859 removed
to that place, where he remained about seven
years. While there, in addition to looking
after a couple of farms, he was also engaged in
the livery business and, for a time, in settling
up the affairs of John Arnold, who had been a
well-known dealer in Yankee notions throughout the West.
He also served for some time
as Deputy Sheriff of Will County and as Marshal of the town of Lockport.
In 1865 Mr.
Fish removed to Aurora, and for several years
gave his attention to farming and the buying

and selling
still

of real estate, especially

later locating on a fine

farm

farm lands,

in Kaneville

Township, where he continued to reside eleven
years.
For a part of this time he was quite
successfully engaged in the business of dairy
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During the second year of his residence in Kaneville he was chosen a Justice of
the Peace for the township, serving in that
capacity until he again removed to Aurora,
which has been his home for the past thirty
years.
Since returning to Aurora Mr. Fish
has found employment for his activities in
looking after the improvement of his property
and other interests. Meanwhile he has served
ten years as a member of the Board of Aldermen of the city of Aurora, nine years as a
Justice of the Peace and nine years as ex-officio
member of the Board of Town Auditors. He
has also served four years as Deputy Sheriff,
and from early manhood has taken an active
part in public affairs. While a citizen of Vermont he was an important factor in securing
the enactment of the prohibition law in that
State.
Mr. Fish was married in 1845 to Martha B. Smith, of Danby, Vt., who died in Aurora
in 1896.
In 1898 he married, as his second
wife, Mrs. Mary Bauman, then a resident of
farming.

Brookhaven, Miss., but a native of Vermont and
brought up in that State.

from 1873

ALEXANDER

FITCHIE, farmer,

M.

East
Kinloch of
Kinloch, Perthshire, Scotland, Feb. 6, 1870, son
of James and Grace (Mcintosh) Fitchie: was
brought to the United States in his infancy, and
grew to manhood in Kane County, 111., where
he obtained his education in the public schools,
in Elgin Academy and in Drew's Business Col
lege.
After leaving school he joined his father
in farming, and has since followed agricultural
pursuits.
Mr. Fitchie is a Republican in political sentiment, and takes an active interest in

Kane County,

He

public affairs.

Township,

is

also

various other public

JAMES FITCHIE

is

111.,

born

at

Deputy Sheriff for Plato
Clerk, and has held

Town

offices.

(deceased) pioneer farmer,
,

Plato Township, Kane County, 111., was born in
Newtyle, Perthshire, Scotland, June 22, 1828,
and grew to years of maturity in his native
country, where he also received his educational
training in the schools corresponding to the
public schools of this country.

was trained
early

to

agricultural

In his youth he
pursuits,

manhood was foreman on

and

in

12,

1897,

but

his

estate

was

Fitchie

the

remains in the

still

possession of his family.

In all respects Mr.

typical

Scotch-American.

sagacious and a close observer of
human nature, he was a man of strong intellectuality and possessed a very retentive memory; kind and congenial in his intercourse with
Thrifty,

those with whom he was brought in contact,
he was well known and highly respected. He
was married in 1857 to Miss Grace Mcintosh,
daughter of Alexander and Margaret (Duer)
Mcintosh. Mrs. Fitchie. was also a native of
Perthshire, Scotland, and for eighteen and a
Mr.
half years resided on the Kinloch estate.

and Mrs. Fitchie's living children are: Mrs.
Hugh Templeton, of Chicago: James and Robert, of Chicago;
Hugh W.. of Elgin; and Alexander M., of Plato. Mrs. Fitchie still resides
on the old homestead at East Plato.

ALBERT

A. F1TTS. M. D., physician, Batawas born in Ontario, N. Y., April 5,
son of Nelson A. and Maria (Whitney)

111.,

1853,

Fitts.
He is in the eighth generation of his
family in America, the emigrant ancestor of the
family. Richard Fitts, having come from Fittsford, Devonshire. England, in 1635, and settled
Worcester County. Mass.,
in Ipswich, Mass.
was the seat of the family for several generaThe earliest history of the family in
tions.

England reaches back to the twelfth century,
and is recorded in Genealogical Records of Sir
John Fitts, of Fittsford. Nelson A. Fitts. the
father of Dr. Fitts. served in the Union army
during the Civil War, and was stationed for
some time at Washington, where he was in
charge of a detail of the Ninth New York Artillery Regiment, and engaged in working on
the fortifications around the city. He was later
ordered to the front, and participated in the
battle of Cold Harbor and other important and
bloody conflicts.
He was taken prisoner at
Monocacy. Md.. but, escaping a few days later,
succeeded in reaching the Union lines in an
He was afterward deexhausted condition.
tailed on the Engineering Corps, with which he

the estate of

served

until

George Kinloch, of Kinloch, Scotland, re
maining in his employ for more thai sixteen
Coming to the United States in 1870.
years.
he first located in McHenry County, 111., and

(1903)

in

Sir

In the latter year he purchased

a fine farm at East Plato, where he died Aug.

via.

Plato,

Rutland Township,

to 1885 lived in

Kane County.

July,

1864.

Rochester, N. Y.

He

is

still

living

Dr. Fitts secured

education in the public schools of
Georgetown, D. C, and finished
In 1875 he
his academic education at Marion.
his

early

New York and
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began reading medicine with Dr. N. F. Graham,
Professor of Surgery in Howard University,
and graduated from the Medical Department of
1878, and has since taken
Chicago and New York. In
the fall of 1878 he removed to Batavia, and
established a practice which has been continuous to the present time and has grown to large

that institution in

clinical courses in

proportions.
it

It is

general in character, but in

the Doctor has displayed a surgical ability

that has gained
circles.

He

is

him prominence
an

occasional

in

high medical

contributor

to

medical publications, and has served as United
States Pension Examiner and almshouse physician.
He is local surgeon of the Chicago &
Northwestern Railway and head of the Batavia
Health Department, and has been a member of
the West Batavia Board of Education since
1882.
In 1881 he married Miss Nellie Whitney,
daughter of William M. and Sarah (Clark)
Whitney, of Hinsdale, 111.
T.

P.

FLANDERS,

farmer and stock-raiser,

Kane County, was born Aug. 28,
1851, in Hill, N. H., and was brought by his
parents to Kane County in 1854, when they
settled on the farm on which he now resides,
Kaneville.

he located in 1848 and lived there the remainder
his days.
On Aug. 25, 1846, he married
Harriet Dunham, and of their eight children
there are now (1903) living: Charles E., James
M. and Hattie L. Mr. Fisher died Feb. 3, 1899.

of

JOHN

E. FORBES, farmer, La Fox, 111., born
Saratoga County, N. Y., Oct. 30, 1840; acquired his education in the home district
schools, completing his educational training at
the Fort Edward Institute, and engaging in
farm work with his father during the summer
season and teaching school in the winter, until
the family came to Kane County, 111., in October, 1869.
He then bought a farm two miles
southwest of La Fox, where he has carried on
farming and dairying until the present time.
He has been Town Clerk, Highway Commissioner, Assessor, School Trustee, and has proved
himself a good citizen. He is a member of the
Methodist church at Elburn, of which he hasbeen trustee and steward.
Mr. Forbes was
married March 31, 1864, to Geraldine, daughter
of John H. and Matilda (Cox) Miller, all of
the State of New York. James D. and Ann M.
(DeWitt) Forbes were also natives of that
in

and four of their

State,

three

miles west of the village of Kaneville.
His education was acquired in the local schools
Mr.
and in Jennings Seminary at Aurora.

living.

Flanders has won a good standing in the com-

Geneva,

munity where his life is passing, and is the
Secretary and a large stockholder in the County
Line Creamery. He has been on the County
Board four years, and for eighteen years a
Justice of the Peace;

also School Director

is

and a member of the Republican Central Committee for Kane County. Mr. Flanders belongs
to the Kaneville Baptist church, and was married Aug. 28, 1876, to Miss Grace R. Lee, by
whom he has had two children: T. Delos, born
Jan.

22,

and Elmer Lee, born Feb.

1879,

17,

1882.
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JAMES

E.

FORREST,

five

children are

now

printer and publisher,

born in Galesburg. 111., Feb. 12.
1844, was educated in the schools of his native
city and Chicago;
in the former he learned
the printer's trade, and helped start the first
daily paper in that city.
In 1859 he went to
Chicago, and was connected with the "Times"
under Wilbur F. Story until 1880, when he
111.,

became assistant foreman of the composing
rooms of the "Chicago Globe" during the first
year of

its

existence;

after

this

bought

the

"Geneva Republican." and published it for two
and a half years, when he established a printing
office

in Chicago.

After conducting this eleven

removed it to Batavia. retaining, however, patrons and contracts in Chicago
he is
as before. At the present time
1903
the publisher of three monthly magazines, and
at one time owned and published the "Irrigation Age."
For seven years he published the
"Clinical Review" of Chicago, was the chief
promoter of the "Operative Miller," and for
seven years printed the "Registered Pharmayears, in 1902 he

MARK

W.

and farmer.
Oct.

Vt.,

15,

FLETCHER
St.

lawyer
born at Thetford,
graduated from the law

Charles,

1803;

(deceased),

111.,

department of Dartmouth College in 1825, and
practiced his profession at Batavia, N. Y., until
1835;
of

came to Geneva, Kane County, in the fall
was the first County Surveyor and
County Clerk of Kane County; purchased

1835;

first

519 acres of land northeast of St. Charles at
the

Government land

sale in 1844.

upon which

(

cist."

When

)

seventeen years of age Mr. Forrest
One Hundred and Thirty-fourth

enlisted in the
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Volunteer

Illinois

Infantry,

known

as

the

"Board of Trade Regiment," in which he served
In 1877 he visited Europe, crossing
six months.
the Atlantic Ocean on the same vessel with
Gen. Grant. In 1867 he married Miss Adelaide,
daughter of E. G. Morse, one of the old settlers
of

Kane County.

JOSEPH
burn,

M.

FRACE

Kane County,

(deceased), farmer, Elborn at Pleasant

111.;

where he was Chief Clerk for five years;
was Clerk of Special Assessments in
Chicago, and in 1865 was Clerk of the Illinois
House of Representatives. From 1866 to 1870
he lived on a farm near Batavia, 111., and in
the latter year removed to Aurora, where he
soon became prominent in general business
affairs.
While breeding and training trotting
horses, he invented the Frazier road cart, which
has since made his name familiar throughout
troller,

later

Grove, Morris County, N. J., Feb. 22, 1820, and
educated in the
of German parentage;

the country.

came to
same year purchased
a farm in Kaneville Township, Kane County,
which he conducted until 1894, when he retired
from active business life and removed to the
village of Elburn, where he resided until his
death, April 28, 1902. On Oct. 29, 1857, he was

which has since grown

came

district,

schools of his native county;

Illinois in 1852,

and

in the

to Sarah Voorhees, of Pleasant Grove,
Mr. Frace followed diversified farming
and was a very successful business manager.
His method of holding his grain and other

married

N.

J.

farm produce, and disposing of them at a time
the markets assured the best returns,
was one of the principal sources of his success
as a business man and property owner.

when

In 1880 he began manufacturing

these carts, and thus established an industry
to large proportions,

the establishment with which he
at the present time

widely
the

in

the

(1903)

is

known manufactories
country.

management

is

and

connected

one of the most
of road vehicles

His sons have succeeded to
of the business, Mr.

Frazier

having retired on account of ill-health. In 1891
Mr. Frazier purchased the "Aurora Daily
News," which is conducted by his sons. He
has served as Mayor of Aurora besides filling
other municipal offices, and was for many years
a leader in the councils of the Republican party.
Mr. Frazier was married in New York in 1855
to Miss Mary Stevens, who died in 1S80.

WALTER

LINCOLN

B.

FRAZIER, newspaper

publisher,

born in the city where he now
1870, and educated in the West
Aurora High School and Lawrenceville Academy, Lawrenceville, N. J. From 1889 to 1902
he was President and Treasurer of the wellAurora,

111.,

resides, Oct.

3,

known

carriage manufacturing plant of W.

Frazier

&

Co. at Aurora, being at the

S.

WALTER

111.

S.

FRAZIER,

retired

manufac-

Aurora, 111., born at Tully, Onondaga
County, N. Y., Aug. 31. 1835, was educated at
Homer and Pompey Hill Academies, New York,
and trained to merchandising at Syracuse, N.
Y.
He came to Chicago in 1857, and soon afterwards entered the office of the City Compturer,

111.,

same time

one of the owners of "The Aurora News," of
which he became manager in 1902, and to which
he has since devoted the greater part of his
attention.
At the present time (1904) be is
President of the Aurora Daily News Company
and one of the Directors in the firm of W. S.
Frazier & Co.; is also a member of the Aurora
Board of Fire and Police Commissioners. He
was married in 1897 to Miss Bertha M. Plumb,
of Streator.

S. FRAZIER, manufacturer. Auborn in Chicago July 5. 1863; educated in the Aurora High School; has been
engaged with his father in manufacturing since
was Captain of the Illinois National
1881;
Guard four years; Lieutenant-Colonel of the
same organization for a like period; is VicePresident of the Aurora Public Library Board.

rora,

CHARLES H. FRAEY, M. D.. physician and
surgeon, Aurora. 111., born in Philadelphia July
was educated at St. Mary's College,
18, 1865;
at St. Mary's College. Emmetsgraduated from Jefferson Medical
served a year
College, Philadelphia, in 1888;
on the staff of Jefferson Hospital; in 1889 came
west, and before coming to Aurora practiced a
year in Champaign County. In Aurora he has

Penn.,

and

burg, Md.;

taken a prominent position in his profession,
and from 1893 to 1897 was Assistant Superintendent of the Illinois Northern Hospital for
Dr. Fraey is a member of
Insane, at Elgin.
the American, the Illinois State and the FoxRiver Valley Medical Associations. He is Medical Examiner for the Catholic Foresters and
the Independent Order of Foresters, the St.
Vincent De Paul Society and other orders and
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is a member of the Columbian
In
and other organizations.
politics he is a Democrat and takes a leading
affairs.
His wife, Mary
in
political
part
(Loser) Fraey, is a daughter of John Loser, a
merchant of Aurora.

fraternities,

BENJAMIN

and

Elks

the

Club,

PHILIP FRE1LER,

F.

lawyer, Aurora,

May

10, 181

it,
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FRIDLEY
111.,

(deceased), pioneer

was born

in

Elmira, N.

Y.,

his birthplace being next door to

that of the famous Democratic leader of more
modern times, ex-Governor and ex-United States
Left an orphan at two

Senator David B. Hill.

and wholesale
was born in Hartford,
Conn., April 3, 1860, son of Joseph and Mary
(Bachrach) Freiler, and was educated in
Chicago, whither his parents removed in 1867.
In early life he became connected with the
liquor trade, in which his father and brotherin-law were engaged in Chicago. After some
iiquor-dealer, Elgin,

distiller

111.,

years the elder Freiler established a wholesale
liquor house in Elgin, and in 1883 Philip Freiler
purchased the business of which he has since

been the head.

known

the

as

In 1902 he

bought what was

Distillery at Louisville,

Stitzel

and organized the Century Club Distillery
Company, which has since operated the plant.
Mr. Freiler is a director and the principal
stockholder of this company. He is also interested in banking operations in Elgin, where he
During
considerable
banking stock.
holds
Governor Altgeld's administration he was TreasKy.,

urer

of

the

Illinois

Hospital for the Insane.

Masonry he has attained the Thirty-second
Degree, and is a Noble of the Mystic Shrine;
In

is

also connected with

several other fraternal

BENJAMIN

organizations, including the Elks and Knights

he married Miss Lizzie
Ehrlich, of New York City, and they have had
the following named children:
Florence J.,
now at Wellesley Hall, Mass.; Hilda Valerie

of

Pythias.

In

and Ruth Beatrice.

OTTO
Charles,

FRELLSEN,
111.,

came

FRIDLEY.

was born

years of age, Mr. Fridley was reared mainly by
an elder sister who lived in Baltimore, Md. As
a youth he

was thrown almost

entirely

upon

own

resources and, as a consequence, enjoyed but limited opportunities for acquiring
his

hotel
in

proprietor,

Denmark

Dec.

St.
8,

to the United States in 1888, and
stopping for a few months in Chicago
removed to Geneva, where he found employment as a farm laborer for three years. In
1892 he returned to Chicago, where he kept a
saloon for two years.
In 1894 he came to St.
Charles, and was there engaged in the same
line for a time, when he started in the hotel
business as landlord and proprietor of the
White Front Hotel, which soon became the
leading hostelry of these regions. Mr. Frellsen
is a member of the local lodge of Knights of
Pythias. He was married Jan. 4, 1896, to Miss
Kristine Maree Pettersen, of St. Charles.

1866,

after

F.

1883

an education. He early gave evidence of a
remarkable energy and tenacity of purpose, a?
indicated by the fact that, when he determined
to study law and wanted to procure a copy of
"Chitty's Pleadings," he walked all the way
from Elmira to Philadelphia for the purpose
Through the
of securing the needed work.
assistance of his brother-in-law,
of

some means, he

later

went

to

a man
New York and

who was

completed his law studies in that city. Mr.
Fridley came to Illinois in the fall of 1834,
bringing with him a small amount of capital
which he had saved from professional earnings, and for a time made his home near
Oswego, Kendall County. The following year
he removed to Aurora, having in the meantime
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located a claim on the east side of the river in

Aurora Township, where he afterwards purchased a considerable body of Government land,
including the site of the present Spring Lake
Cemetery. There was little business for lawyers at Aurora at that time, so Mr. Fridley,
who had studied surveying before coming west,
turned his attention in this direction, and, by
supplementing his labors as a surveyor with
farming, became fairly prosperous. In 1836 he
was elected the first Sheriff of Kane County,
and in the discharge of the duties of this office
greatly extended his practical knowledge of the
law, so that when, in 1840, he was advanced to
the position of Prosecuting Attorney for the

he had already won a high rank among
the pioneer members of the Bar. His district
covered an area of twelve counties, and during
his incumbency of several years he was brought
in contact with the leading members of the
Northern Illinois.
The late
profession
in
Burton C. Cook, who succeeded Mr. Fridley as
Prosecuting Attorney, speaking of the condition
district,

existing in this section at that time, says:

"During the term of Mr. Fridley as Prosecuting Attorney, and for a part of my term,
the northeastern part of the State was inmost dangerous and wicked assoand counterfeiters,
such as are often found on the frontiers of
civilization, having grips, signs and passwords, whereby they could identify each
other.
They were the enemies of society, unscrupulous and brutal. The citizens of DeKalb and Ogle counties organized bands of
regulators to protect themselves and their
property. Mr. Campbell, the Captain of the
regulators, was shot at his own house at
White Oak Grove, and then the citizens followed, captured and shot some of the more
notorious of the gang, and it was finally
broken up in this section.
The able and
efficient prosecution by my friend, Mr. Fridley, was greatly appreciated by the Bar and
by the citizens generally at the time, and was
greatly instrumental in freeing the country
from the presence of evil-doers."
Mr. Fridley was a picturesque character, and
it is doubtful if any member of the early Bar
in Northern Illinois was more widely known or
left behind him a larger fund of interesting
reminiscence. While affecting a simplicity of
speech and manner peculiar to the uneducated
backwoodsman, his contemporaries had an apfested by a

ciation of outlaws, thieves

preciation of his nimble wit and keen sarcasm
which has been handed down to the Bar of the
present day, and which never fails to furnish
entertainment to themselves and their friends
when "two or three" of the profession are
"gathered together" in reminiscent mood. His
practical knowledge of the law made him especially successful as a trial lawyer, both as a
prosecutor and as a representative of the defense.
As a man of affairs he was eminently
successful and built up a fortune through his
land and farming operations. The later years
of his life were given up almost entirely to
looking after these interests, and for nearly
forty years before his death which occurred
at his home in Aurora, May 29, 1898
he had
been practically retired from the profession.
During the period of his professional life and
long afterwards he was looked upon as the
Nestor of the Aurora Bar, and as such, as well
as for many other traits of character, was
always held in high esteem. Mr. Fridley was
married in 1841, at Geneva, 111., to Miss Eliza
S. Kelley, daughter of Maj. William Kelley. a

—

—

retired officer of the United States

Fridley

Army.

survives, residing at Aurora,

still

Mrs.
111.,

which had been the home of herself and husband for nearly sixty years. Of five children
born of this union only one is now living
(1903), Mrs. Dunn, of Asheville, N. C.

ALBERT

FULLER,

B.

lawyer, Aurora,

111.

born in Rochester, N. Y., in 1826, and died in
admitted to the Bar in
Aurora in 1857;
Aurora, and was one of the pioneer attorneys
His early death cut short what
of that city.
promised to be a brilliant career. Mr. Fuller
was married in 1855 to Miss Catherine Gates,
of Jefferson County, N. Y.. who afterward hecame the wile of Dr. P. A. Allaire, one of the
pioneer physicians of Aurora.

HENRY
geon,

G.

GABEL, M.

Aurora,

many, Oct. 27,
was brought to

who

D.,

physician and sur-

was born in Nassau, Ger1841, and when' nine years old

111.,

this

established their

country by his parents,

home

in

Somonauk. La

County, 111. There he was bred to a
farmer's life and educated in the public schools.
After reading medicine under the preceptorship
of Dr. A. J. Redding, of Bristol, and Dr. L. R.
Brigham. of Aurora, he completed his medical
studies in the Eclectic Medical Institute. Cinfrom which he received his
cinnati, Ohio,
Salle
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degree in 1874.
The same year he
began practice in Aurora, and here has been
continuously engaged in professional labors to
Dr. Gabel contributes
the present time (1904).
to the medical journals, and is a member of the
doctor's

same year was

the

request,
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transferred,

at

his

own

the Illinois Northern

to

Hospital for
with the latter

American

remaining
began private practice
in Elgin in the latter year, in which he has
since been successfully engaged.
He was mar-

State

ried in 1893 to Miss Delia Cullen, of

Medical Association, the Illinois
Medical Society, the Fox River Valley
Medical Association, the National Eclectic
Medical Association, and the Illinois Eclectic
Medical Association. The Doctor is a Royal
and Select Mason, and has served on the Board
of Health and the Aurora Board of Aldermen.
In 18G9 he married Miss Jane C. Shepherd, of
Kendall, 111., and in 1876, after her death,
married Miss Ella M. Olds, of Aurora. After
the death of his second wife Dr. Gabel contracted a third marriage, in 1888, with Mrs.
Eudora M. Lamb, of Chicago.

CYRIL GAGE, retired farmer, Hampshire,
born in Wyoming County, N. Y., Feb. 13,

111.,

to manhood in his native State, and
Kane County, 111., in November, 1845;

grew

1823;

came

to

went

to

California

in

Kane County two years

1852,

but

returned

to

and purchased a
east of Hampshire,

later

120-acre farm one mile
where he resided until 1884, when he retired
from active farm life and removed to the village of Hampshire.
On Jan. 25, 1849. he was
married to Miss Julia Fields, and they have

seven children.

HERBERT
Grove,

111.,

GAGE,

merchant, Pingree
born in Hampshire Township, Kane
A.

County, Dec. 5, 1855, son of Cyril and Julia
(Fields) Gage.
His father settled in Hampshire Township, Kane County, about 1841, and
still resides there, being at the present time
(1903) above eighty years of age. Mr. Herbert
A. Gage has been identified with several enterprises, and at the present time is conducting a
general store at Pingree Grove. He was married in 1879 to a daughter of Henry McBride,
of Elgin.

Insane

Elgin,

at

institution

until

GAHAGAN,

physician and surgeon, Elgin, 111., born at Grafton, 111.. Dec. 27,
1867, son of Bernard and Ellen (Armstrong)
Gahagan; educated in the public schools at
Grafton graduating from the high school
J.

Amboy,

111.

ELI H. GALE, physician and surgeon, Aurora,
Townshend, Windham County, Vt.,
was educated in his native
1857;
State, graduating from Middlebury College, Vt.,
in 1862, and from the medical department of
the University of Pennsylvania in 1865; was
examined and appointed Surgeon in the Union
army the latter year, being assigned to the One
Hundred and Eighty-sixth Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry and put in charge of the barracks hospital in Philadelphia, where he remained until the close of the war.
The
following year he located in Aurora, where he
has remained to the present time, with the
exception of the period from 1880 to 1890 when
he was associated with his brother in professional work in Marshall County, 111.
Under
Presidents Harrison. McKinley and Roosevelt
he has been a member of the Board of Pension
Examiners at Aurora, of which body he is now
born

April

in

14,

.the President.

He

contributes to medical jour-

and stands high in the profession. Dr.
Gale married Miss Adelaide R. Parker, of
nals

Aurora, in 1868, who died in 1874. Six .years
later he married Miss Mary A. Pike, of Bloomington. Their children are Henry G., a graduate of. and now instructor in, the University
of Chicago;
Mrs. Mabel Gale Lowrie. of Detroit, Mich.;
Mrs. Frances Gale Stewart, of
Plainfield, 111.; Eli P. and Burton P.. a student
of the University of Chicago.

WARD

B. GALE (deceased), late a noted
musician, Elgin, 111., was born June 22, 1858, at
Volo. Lake County, 111., where he grew up,
receiving a public school education and learning

the trade of

HENRY

1897;

to

a

machinist.

About 1882 he came

Elgin, and so long as his health permitted

and at a private school in Chicago; graduated
from Rush Medical College (Chicago) in 1893;

was connected with the National Watch Factory ther Q
Soon after his arrival in Elgin he
joined the Germania Band, and in later years
held more than a local reputation as a musician.
From 1884 until his death he was a member of
the Elgin Military Band. He was married in

appointed assistant physician in the Eastern
Illinois Hospital for Insane in 1893;
later in

1881 to Miss Ida Kellar. of Indianapolis, Ind.,
who survives him, and still lives in Elgin.

—

.
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ELIJAH

H.

GAMMON

(deceased), manufac-

turer and philanthropist, late of Batavia, was
born in Lexington, Maine, Dec. 23, 1819, se-

cured his education by his efforts, and in earlyIn 1851 he
life became a Methodist preacher.
came to DeKalb County, 111., and for a time
conducted a private school at Ross' Grove in
Later resuming his ministerial
that county.
work, he had charge of churches at St. Charles,

Chicago and Batavia, and three years was Presiding Elder of the St. Charles district. Being
compelled by a bronchial affection to retire
from the ministry, he engaged in manufacturing
in Batavia, and still later in the sale of agriIn 1868 he
cultural implements in Chicago.

became head of the firm of Gammon & Prindle,
who were the pioneer distributors of the Marsh
As
harvester throughout the United States.
head of the celebrated firm of Gammon & Deering he became widely known, and was eminently successful in the manufacture and sale
In 1880 he was one of the
of farm machinery.
founders of the Piano Manufacturing Company,
and was identified with these interests until
his death,

July

3,

1891.

He

acquired a large

was generous in his benefactions.
The Maine Wesleyan Seminary and the Garrett
Biblical Institute were recipients of his bounty,
and the Gammon Theological Seminary was
fortune, and

founded by him.

ALEXANDER GAMSEY,

physician. Batavia,

came to Kane County,
8, 1835;
with his parents in 1841; remained on his
father's farm until twenty-three years of age,
when he took up surveying and followed that
occupation for several years; later engaged in
farming and followed that occupation until his
death, which occurred Aug. 4, 1896. Mr. Garfield was married on Oct. 7„ 1857, to Frances H.
Wing.
Holly, VL, Dec.
111.,

TIMOTHY

P.

GARFIELD

(deceased), pioneer

Campton Township, Kane County, 111.,
born about 1800;
came to Illinois in 1841,
locating in Campton Township, Kane County,
farmer,

where he conducted a farm and hotel; politically he was a member of the Whig party and
took an active interest in the management of
local

affairs,

was a

serving in several local

practical surveyor

the roads in
1859, his

his

locality.

widow surviving

and

offices:

most of
He died March 27,
laid out

until Nov.

3.

1869.

JOHN E. GARREY, physician and surgeon,
Aurora, 111., born in Chicago Feb. 9. 1848, and
educated in the public schools. State Normal
School (Oshkosh, Wis.) and Bryant & Stratton's Business College (Chicago);
read medicine under the preceptorship of Dr. J. F.
Pritchard, of Manitowoc, Wis.;
matriculated
in Rush Medical College, Chicago, in 1876. and
graduated from that institution in the class of
practiced medicine twelve years in Wis-

1878;

born in Saratoga, N. Y., Aug. 23, 1813, son
of David G. Gamsey, who was eminent as a
lawyer, jurist and Congressman. The son was

and in 1891 went abroad and took a
post-graduate course in medicine and surgery
at
the University of Heidelberg. Germany:

reared to manhood in his native State, and received his academic education in the famous
schools at Predonia and West Point Academy.

removed to Aurora, 111., in 1892, and has since
been a successful practitioner of that city.

111.,

He

read medicine with Dr. Lewis at Buffalo,
with Dr. Shipman, the pioneer homoeopathic physician of Chicago, and in 1842 began
practice in Chicago, where he conducted the

and

first

homoeopathic pharmacy

in

the city.

In

1850 he removed to Batavia, where he followed
his profession

Now

forty

years,

retiring

in

1890.

he is still hale
and active, and officiates as Health Officer in
Batavia. For many years he has been a contributor to his school of medicine, and is one
of

at the age of ninety years

the oldest

consin,

R.

W. GATES,

born at Antwerp, JefAug. 29, 1834; came with
his parents to Aurora in August. 1838; began
his business career as a clerk in the store of
John S. Hawley; has served as City Clerk three
years, was City Alderman about eighteen or
twenty years, and has served as Justice of the
Peace for about thirty years. Mr. Gates was
married in 1871 to Miss Hermione L. Hill, of
ferson County, N.

111.,

Y.,

Batavia.

practitioners of homoeopathy in

ALONZO GEORGE

Illinois.

(deceased), merchant,
and manufacturer. Aurora. 111., was
born in Strafford, Orange County, Vt.. April 11,
1822, and during his business life became one
financier

EDWARD

Justice of the Peace and No-

tary Public, Aurora.

C.

GARFIELD

(deceased), farmer.

Campion Township, Kane County, born

at Mt.
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of the notable characters of

markable alike
public

the

He

spirit.

common

spent the

for

his

Kane County,

integrity,

received

his

ability

education

re-

and
in

first

sixteen years of his life on his

He then became

a clerk in the
store of Justin S. Morrill at Strafford.
This
gentleman afterward became United States Senator, and in his earlier years Mr. George was
his business partner, the association not closing
the election of Mr.

Upon the

he time of their demise.

It

is

in this connection that both the

worthy of note

May and George

families were prominent in Revolutionary days.

schools of his native State, and

father's farm.

until

I
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Morrill

as

Senator.

dissolution of the Morrill partnership

Mr. George engaged in business for himself at
Post Mills, Vt., where he conducted a very successful mercantile establishment.
During his
residence there he was twice elected to the
General Assembly of Vermont, where he acMr.
quitted himself with marked ability.
George removed to Illinois in 1859, and made
his home in Aurora, where for some years he

BENJAMIN GEORGE, farmer, Aurora, 111.,
born at Strafford, Orange County, Vt., Nov. 30,
1825; came west in March, 1856. locating in
Sugar Grove Township, Kane County, where he
purchased a 300-acre farm to which he made
subsequent additions until his holdings embraced 500 acres; removed from his farm to
Aurora
in some
city.

where he has been interested
manufacturing industries of that
He was married in 1853 to Marcia Robin

1884,

of the

inson, of Strafford, Vt.

was engaged in the wool and lumber business.
In 1871, in company with others, he established
the Second National Bank of Aurora, and was
elected its President, a position he held until
the expiration of its charter in 1891. Although
the bank had paid ten per cent dividends yearly

from its beginning, yet upon its liquidation it
paid out $250,000 to the stockholders, a remarkable instance of financiering.
A new bank was

known as the Old Second National
Bank, having a capital of $200,000, with Mr.
George as its President. In 1895, warned by
failing health, Mr. George resigned the presidency of the bank, and was succeeded by his
son, William George, who has since conducted
Alonzo
its affairs with characteristic ability.
George was a supporter of nearly all the manufacturing enterprises of the city, and was very
established,

justly called the father of Aurora's industries.

frank

E.

GEORGE.

He was

a liberal but not ostentatious giver to
all worthy charities of the day, and a ready
contributor to all city improvements. Always
business man, he was much interested in
political matters, and was a stanch Republican.
In 1870 he was elected to the County Board
a

and in 1873 was Mayor of
At various times he was School Director and Town Treasurer.
Mr. George was married in 1851 to Miss Lydia R., daughter of Col.
Elisha May, of West Fairlee, Vt. Of this union
were born Lizzie, who died in infancy, and
William George, of Aurora. Mr. George passed
away May 18, 1895, and his widow, Nov. 30.
of the same year, both residing in Aurora at
of

Supervisors,

Aurora.

FRANK

E.

GEORGE,

Recorder Kane County.

was born

Strafford, Orange
and was brought
by his parents to Batavia, 111., in 1865.
His
education was secured in the city schools and
at Northwestern College. Naperville, 111.
In
1875 he established a grocery and restaurant
business, and ten years later turned his attention to groceries and fire insurance. Politically
he is a Republican. He was chosen Assistant
Supervisor in 1890, and the following year was
elected Supervisor.
In 1896 he was elected
County Recorder, was re-elected in 1900, and

Batavia,

County,

is

still

111.,

Vt.,

Oct.

filling

the

14,

in

1856,

office;

is

also

serving his
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second term as President of the State AssociaRecorders.
He is
President of the Board of Education of East
Batavia, a member of the Republican County
Central Committee and is acting as Treasurei
Fraternally he is a Mason, an
of the latter.
Odd Fellow and a Modern Woodman.
tion of Circuit Clerks and

FRANCIS

K.

GEORGE,

retired, Batavia,

111.,

born in Strafford, Orange County, Vt., Dec. 31,
Ebenezer and Betsy (Kibbling)
George, and the grandson of two revolutionary
veterans. His father was a soldier of the War
of 1812. Francis K. George was reared in Vermont and educated in the public schools of that
State, learned the wool-carding and cloth-dressing trade while still a boy, and in 1864
removed to Illinois, settling on a farm near
Batavia.
Two years later he moved into the
city, where for twenty years he was actively
engaged in the real-estate business. Still later
he was a partner, with his son Frank E., in
the grocery trade; also served as Assessor eight
years and two terms as Town Clerk. In 1844 he
married Miss Edna Williams, of Strafford, Vt.,
1819, the son of

who

died in November. 1882.

secured his academic education in the Aurora
public schools, was graduated from the West
Aurora High School in 1879, and a member of
the class of 1884, of the University of Iowa. In
1885 he graduated from the Union College of
Law, Chicago, and was admitted to the Bar of
Illinois the same year.
From 1885 to 1887

he was associated professionally with Senator
A. J. Hopkins, in the practice of law, and from
1887 to 1893 was alone in his legal work. In
1893 he formed a partnership with F. D. Winslow, and later with N. J. Aldrich, who left
the firm of Hopkins, Alurich & Thatcher, to
become identified with the firm of George &
Winslow.
Some years later, because of demands on the time of Mr. George in other
directions,
he withdrew from active practice, giving his attention only to such legal
matters as concerned corporate interests in
which he and his friends were interested. In
1893 he became one of the Vice-Presidents of
the Old Second National Bank, of Aurora, and
two years later, on the occasion of the retirement of his father, succeeded to the presidency
of that institution. Mr. George is a director ot
the Aurora Cotton Mills, and Director or otherwise officially connected with other institutions
in Aurora and elsewhere.
In addition to these
interests he is associated with his uncle. Benjamin George, in stock farms near Aurora and
Galena, where they have successfully established large herds of registered Hereford cattle,
many of them directly imported by Mr. Georgefrom England.
He is Vice-President of the
American Hereford Cattle Breeders' Association, and is President of the Illinois Bankers'
Association, as well as member of Union League
and Hamilton and Saddle and Sirloin Clubs, of
Chicago. Mr. George was married Oct. 11, 1887,
to Miss Alice Maude Lounsbury, daughter of
E. W. Lounsbury, D. D., at Dayton, Ohio, and
they have one child, Alice May, born Nov. 12.
1892.

CHRTSTOFER FREDERICK GEYER

WILLIAM GEORGE.

WILLIAM GEORGE,

and attorney
Aurora, Sept. 23,
1861, a son of Alonzo and Lydia (May) George,

at law, Aurora,

financier

was born

in

(de-

born in Wurtemberg, Germany, Oct. 22, 1839, and died in Aurora. June
9, 1903; was associated with the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad Company as machinist and in other capacities for over forty years;
married March 29. 1S64, Miss Caroline Scharschug, and by this union there are three children:
Mrs. Mary Lincoln, Clarence and Edna
I.
Mr. Geyer was in all probability the oldest
ceased),

Aurora,
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and one

of the

most expert machinists

in

this

farmer,

314

section of Illinois.

GEORGE GIDDINGS,
Ann

retired

was born in Essex,
Mass., August 15, 1830, son of John and Abigail
(Proctor) Giddings, and when seven years old
was brought by his parents to Illinois. They
made their home in Barrington, Cook County,
where the subject of this sketch was educated
Street,

the

in

school,

local

Elgin,

793

one of the early settlers of Chicago, and owner
of a store located near the old Tremont House.
To this union were born two children, Ada C, of
Elgin, and Fred E., of St. Charles.

schools,

111.,

also

attended a private

and spent two terms

at a

Chicago Col-

He worked on the farm with his father
and when the elder Giddings died he took
lege.

charge of the farm, situated one mile east of
Dundee, into which he moved in 1874, buying
a home and retiring from active business for
seven years. His removal to Elgin came about
this time, where he purchased a house and lot
on Ann Street. He was married Jan. 1, 1861,
to Almena Todd, and to their union were born
two children, Lillian, born Dec. 26, 1864, and
Mary Esther, born Jan. 14, 1871.

ABEL

D. GIFFORD, pioneer farmer, Elgin,
born at Sherburne, N. Y., August 9, 1818;
came to Illinois in 1837 and purchased 280
acres of land in Hanover Township, Cook County, where he carried on dairy farming until
1889, when he retired and has since lived in
Mr. Gifford has been a director of the
Elgin.
Home Savings Bank and Home National Bank
He was marof Elgin for nearly thirty years.
ried in 1S38 to Miss Harriet M. Root, who died
about 1855. His second wife Julia E. Chappell
—died July 10, 1893. and on Dec. 15, 1896, he
was married to Mrs. Clara (Flood) Whitten.
111.,

—

of Atlanta, Ga.

EDWIN F. GIFFORD, farmer. Elgin, Kane
County, born in Jefferson County, N. Y., Aug.
18, 1845, son of Abel D. Gifford, was brought
to Illinois in early childhood, reared to manhood in Elgin, educated at Elgin Academy and
trained to farming. For several years he lived
on what is still known as the old Gifford farm
near Elgin, and later was engaged in the hardware trade for a time. Removing to Minnesota,
he followed farming for three years, and then
returned to Elgin, where he died on the old
farm May 26, 1872. During the Civil War he
served in the One Hundred Forty-first Illinois
Volunteer Infantry. In 1866 he married Miss
Cora M. Ottaway, daughter of Charles Ottaway,

F. E.

GIFFORD, manufacturer,

St.

Charles,

Kane County, born in Warren, Wis., in April,
1871, son of Edwin F. and Cora M. (Ottaway)
Gifford, was taken by his parents to Elgin in
1874, where he passed his childhood and youth,
attending the local schools, and graduating
from the high school and Drew's Business College.
In 1887 he secured a position with the
Elgin Condensed Milk Company, where he remained until 1891. That year he removed to St.
Charles to enter the employ of the St. Charles
Condensing Company, with which his connection has proved so successful that he is now
general manager of the establishment. In St.
Charles he has taken a prominent part as a
public-spirited citizen, and has served the community two terms as Alderman. He belongs
to local lodges of the Knights of Pythias and
Independent Order of Odd Fellows. In 1892 he
married Miss Delia J., daughter of Waldo and
Charlotte M. Ward, of St. Charles.

HORACE GILBERT (deceased), pioneer merchant and manufacturer, Aurora, born in Otsego
County, N. Y., Aug. 1, 1819, was reared on a farm
and educated in the public schools. In 1849 he
arrived in Aurora on his way to California,
but stopping with friends became interested in
this part of the State, when he decided to return
east and canvass the situation with friends.
Returning to Aurora in 1851, he located there
and the same year married Miss Minerva
Fitch, daughter of Ira Fitch, a pioneer business man of that city, with whom he shortly
formed a partnership in the harness trade, later
on carrying on the same business in company
with John Kemp in a building on the site of
the
present
Merchants' National Bank of
Aurora, conducting an extensive trade reaching
nearly every State of the Union. Mr. Gilbert
retired in 1890 to devote his attention to the
care of his estate. During his life he was interested in the old Second National Bank, the
Merchants' National Bank, the Aurora Cotton
Mills and the Aurora Silver-Plate Manufactur
ing Company. The first Mrs. Gilbert died in
1859, leaving no children.
In 1871 Mr. Gilbert

married Miss Mary, daughter of Joseph A. and
Julia (West) Spaulding, who settled on a farm

HISTORY OF KANE COUNTY

794

near Elgin in 1849, but later resided in Aurora.
Mr. Gilbert died in Aurora, July 9, 1894. Mrs.
Gilbert survives her husband, still residing in
Their children are Jennie Gilbert
Aurora.
Staples,

Mary

Gilbert Hills

and Edna Morrill

Gilbert, all of Aurora.

WILLIAM
born Jan.

9,

GILBERT,

J.

retired,

Elgin,

111.,

1847, in Brimfleld, Peoria County,

111., was educated in the schools of Brimfield
and Elgin, coming to this city in the fall of
1866.
He began his business career as a clerk
for Bartlett & Waldron, and was later employed
by Bartlett & Dennison, who were in the grocery store and restaurant business. In 1872 he
began business for himself by establishing a
book, stationery and news store in connection
with the postoffice. For some twenty years he
continued in this business, when he disposed of
it, and has since devoted himself to the care
of his extensive tenement and store property.
He was married in 1894 to Rebecca McBride

the public schools of the day.

up the study

He

next took

medicine with Dr. Nicholas
Hard, one of the prominent physicians of
Aurora, and graduated from Rush Medical College in 1853, immediately beginning his professional career at Sandwich, 111., where he remained until 1857. He then came to Aurora
where he soon rose to prominence and, until
his retirement in 1901, was one of the most
popular and successful practitioners in this part
of the State.
Thoroughly skilled and widely
read, he had also those qualities which endear
the family physician to his patients, and make
of

him both counsellor and

He belonged

sician.

guide, as well as phy-

to the

American Medical

Association, Illinois State Medical Society, and

Fox River Valley Medical Association, and
contributed much to the general advancement
of the profession.
As a man of affairs he was
the

than in his profession. He
of the Merchants'
National Bank of Aurora, and afterwards one

no

less successful

was one

of

the organizers

and its Vice-President. Dr. Gilwas also President of the Aurora Cooperage
Company, and the Aurora Bleaching and DyeWorks, both important industries, and the lasi

of its Directors

Burritt.

lett

LEWIS

GILLETT

H.

(deceased),

pioneer

born in Sullivan County, N. Y., Oct. 23,
1820; came west in 1850, locating in Sugar
Grove Township, Kane County, where he purchased a large tract of land and became a remarkably successful farmer, adding to his origiinal purchase until his estate embraced 1,000
acres; was one of the founders of the Sugar
Grove Normal and Industrial Institute. He was
married in 1850 to Miss Rachel Harmes, and
their living children are:
Arthur L., and Mrs.
Rachel (Gillett) Shoop. Mr. Gillett died Jan.
13, 1888; his wife surviving him until June
settler,

19,

1900.

STEPHEN
111.,

C.

was born

N. Y., Jan. 31,

GILLETT,

physician, Aurora,
Neversink, Sullivan County,
1826. son of Ezekiel and Eliza-

in

beth (Curry) Gillett, and grandson of Ezekiel
who was of French antecedents, and
was one of the earlier settlers of Neversink,
Gillett,

removing thither from

Connecticut.

In

the

maternal line Dr. Gillett was descended from
Scotch-Irish ancestors. Reared to manhood in
New York, he was a school teacher in that
State, in his early life.
Later he removed to
Watertown, Ohio, where he taught school until
1848. During that year he came to Kane County, 111., and secured a position as a teacher in

named

at that

time one of the few of

the United States.

Dr. Gillett

its

kind in

was married,

in

Miss Elizabeth Mendenhall, daughter
of Thomas G. and Elizabeth (Hollenback) Mendenhall, pioneer settlers in DeKalb County. 111.
Mrs. Gillett was born April 15, 1833, in Middletown, Shelby County, Ind., but was married in
Aurora. Dr. Gillett and wife settled at Sandwich where they built the first house after the
location of the railway station there.
Dr. Gillett
died Sept. 3, 1903. His living children are: Mrs.
Ida Hobbs, Mae, William E., and Mrs. Blanch
Watson, all at home in Aurora. WILLIAM E.
GILLETT, a prominent manufacturer of Aurora,
was born in that city. Feb. 3, 1863. where he
received his education in the local schools and
the Aurora Seminary. In 1893 he was chosen
Treasurer of the Aurora Cooperage Company,
and three years later became general manager
of the concern. Up to the present time (1904 1.
His
he has continued to fill both positions.
success is attested by the marked prosperity
which the company enjoys, greater under his
administration than ever before.
It
is now
ranked among the leading industries of the
city.
He was married in 1890 to Miss Jennie
Ball, of Aurora.
1854,

to

HISTORY OF KANE COUNTY.
CHARLES B. GODFREY, pioneer farmer,
Burlington Township, Kane County, born in
Vermont, June 26, 1839; came with his parents
to Illinois when only six months old.
His
father purchased a 200-acre farm in Burlington
Township, of which Charles B. took possession
at the time of his father's death in 1857, conducted farming operation very successfully,
adding to the original tract, until his holdings
embraced 600 acres; retired from active farm
life in 1898.
Mr. Godfrey was married in 1865
to Miss Mary Atkins, and they became the
parents of

five children.

ALPHONSO L. CODING, retired merchant
and farmer, Elburn, Kane County, born at Livermore, Oxford County, Me., April 12, 1828, son
of Jonas and Patience
(Hathaway) Goding,
both of English ancestry. When about fifteen
years of age he removed with his parents to
Brighton, Mass., and in the public schools of
that State completed his education begun in
Maine.
His first business experience was in
the grocery trade in New York City, after which
he engaged in buying and improving real estate
in Massachusetts.
Having met with business
reverses about 1860, he determined to remove
to Chicago; but after taking a careful inventory
of his effects, discovered that he had means
enough to enable him to reach Syracuse, N. Y.
Without hesitation he started with his family
and on arriving at Syracuse, took a building
contract upon which he realized a sufficient
sum to enable him to reach his destination.
Leaving his family at Syracuse, he proceeded in
1861 to Chicago, but a few months later returning to New York, brought his family with him
to Chicago in 1862, and there engaged in business as a contractor and builder. In 1868, with
a view to benefiting his wife's health, he removed to Kaneville, Kane County, where he
purchased a farm upon which he continued
to reside for the next fifteen years engaged in
agricultural
in

his interest

12, 1860.

E.

born

GOODELL,

F.

in the city

banker,

St.

where he now

Charles,

resides,

111.,

August
a few

taught country schools for
and in 1880 accepted a position as
cashier with the banking house of J. C. Baird
& Company, with which he has remained
through two changes, the firm being at the
present time John Stewart & Company, in
which Mr. Goodell is a stockholder. Mr. Goodell married Abbie Peterson, of St. Charles, and
they have three children, Harry, Ralph and
1858;

24,

winters,

Charlotte.

LEE

N.

GOODWIN,

banker, Aurora, born in

Sugar Grove Township, Kane County, 111.. Jan.
2, 1870, was reared under the home roof and
educated in the public schools, finishing his
schooling in Aurora.
Entering the employ of
the old Second National Bank of Aurora as
a messenger boy in 1888, by successive promotions he rose to his present position, being appointed Cashier in 1898. The following year he
became a Director of the bank, and as such
is

efficient.

He

is

fraternity, the Elks

member

of the

Masonic

and other orders.

In 1895

a

he married Miss Cecelia O'Meara, of Aurora.

RUSSELL P. GOODWIN, lawyer and jurist,
Aurora, 111., born at Bloomingdale, 111., Dec. 24,
1851 read law with Judge H. H. Cody, of Naper-

and retired from business.

and Judge M. O. Southworth, Aurora;
admitted to the Bar of the Supreme Court of
Illinois in 1876, and has since practiced his
profession in Aurora, except twelve years that
he served on the Bench; married in 1885 Miss
Minnie Ralph, of Aurora, who died in 1888. In
1890 he married Miss Nellie Ames, of Geneva.

pursuits.

his business career in

Then

removing

to

During

Kane County, Mr. Goding

has been the builder and promoter in the erecof twenty-nine buildings in Elburn and
vicinity.
For six years he was one of the Trustion

Elburn and for nine years
Superintendent of the Baptist Sunday School
there.
Nov. 28, 1847. Mr. Goding was married in Levington, Mass., to Miss Lydia M.
Chandler, a cousin of Senator Zachariah Chandler of Michigan, and of Salmon P. Chase of
Ohio. Of this union there were seven children:
Flora C, born May 27, 1849; Alfonso C. born
May 31, 1851; Josephine O., born May 21, 1853,
died July 13, 1854; Ella M., born Feb. 14, 1855.
died March 7. 1893; Horace L., born Oct. 22,
1857, died Sept. 4, 1864; Frederick W., born May
9, 1858, is United States Consul at New South
Wales, Australia, having been appointed by
President McKinley; and, Oscar W., born May
tees of the Village of

1883,

he embarked in the lumber
trade as a member of the firm of Elden &
Goding, but two years later, having purchased
the interest of his partner, became head of
the firm of Goding & Son. In 1894, he sold out

Elburn

'95

;

ville,

111.
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BENJAMIN E. GOULD (deceased), late
Clerk Circuit Court Kane County, Elgin, 111.,
was born in Hanover, Cook County, 111., May
12, 1871, received his education in the public
schools and Elgin Academy and in 1891 entered
the Elgin postoffice, where he served as Money

GEORGE W. GOULD,
Township,

berry

Windham

retired farmer. Black-

Kane County,

County, Conn., Jan.

111.,

22,

born

1821;

in

edu-

cated in the public schools of his native State,
to Kane County, 111., in 1854, and
purchased a farm located about five miles south
of Elburn, where he has since resided.
He was
married Nov. 11, 1847, to Mary E. Bowdish.

and removed

CHARLES
Charles,

111.,

Dec. 27, 1813;

GRAY (deceased), farmer, St.
born in Lawrence County, Ind.,

B.

came

to Illinois in 1835. locating

on a farm near St. Charles, where he died Dec.
23. 1898.
Mr. Gray was married Dec. 16. 1834.
to Polly Z. Garton, and seven of their children
are now living, viz.: Virgil V., John W., Mrs.
Sarah E. Tyrrell, Mrs. Mary J. Fowler, Duncan
Z.,

Hamilton

T.

and

JOSEPH GRAY
Kane County,

111.,

Ellis A.

(deceased), farmer, Virgil,

was born April

Prince Edward's Parish,

22, 1830, in

New

Brunswick. He
in 1848, bought a

came to Kane County, 111.,
farm three miles northwest of Elburn, in the
Township of Virgil. For two terms he was
Postmaster at Lily Lake. He was married Sept.
15, 1858, to Juliet Woodman, daughter of Joseph

and Eleanor (Barnard) Woodman, and of this
union there were six children, four sons and
two daughters. Mr. Gray died Sept. 16, 1901.

BENJ

\>II\ E.

<;<>l 1.1).

LESTER W. GRAY
Order Clerk. In 1894 he was appointed Deputy
Probate Clerk. He received a commission as
Captain of Company E, Third Regiment Regular Illinois Volunteer Infantry, and served in
the War with Spain.
He was mustered out
Jan. 12, 1899, when he returned to Elgin and
resumed his position in the Probate office. Mr.
Gould was a Republican, and in 1900 was
elected Circuit Clerk, in which position lie

(

deceased

)

,

pioneer

set-

was born July 13, 1811, in
Sullivan, Penn., where he was reared to manhood, and instructed in the currier's trade. In
1838 he located in Oquawka, 111., but soon removed to Henderson. Knox County, where he
remained until 1844. That year he engaged in
farming in Sugar Grove Township. Kane Countler,

Aurora.

home

111.,

Spanish-American War Veterans for Illinois,
and Treasurer of the Elgin Patriotic Memorial
Association.
Fraternally and socially he was

when he purchased a
near the edge of the village of
Aurora, on which he built his home, fronting
on what was then called Ridge Street, but
which is now Lake street. For many years
after this he was engaged in farming and dealing in real estate, his efforts meeting with
marked success. He subdivided and improved

associated with the B. P. O. E.

several tracts of land, and

served

till

his

death

Iroquois Theater,

in

the holocaust of the

Chicago, Dec.

was Junior Vice-Commander

of

;

30,

the

the

I.

1903.

He

order ot

O. 0. F.,

Modern Woodmen, the Elgin Cycle
Club and the Archjean Union. He was married

the K.
Dec.

25,

Mich.,
child.

P.,

1895,

who

to

Pearl

Cranston, of Lansing,
They left one

perished with him.

Dorothy Fern.

ty,

his

tract

until 1852,

of land

much of the growth
and improvement of the west side can be attributed to his earnest and unceasing efforts. He
contributed generously to the building of the

Chicago and Aurora Railroad, and gave the site
For nearly twenty
for the West Side depot.
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member of the Aurora Board of
Aldermen, and for several terms was on the
Kane County Board of Supervisors. Mr. Gray
was married in 1833 to Miss Diantha P. Putnam, to whose family Gen. Putnam of RevoluShe was a native of
tionary fame belonged.
Covington, Tioga County, Penn., and is still
living in Aurora, being at the present time

years he was a

(1904)
living

The
over eighty-seven years of age.
children of this venerable couple are:

John, editor, Jefferson, Iowa; Capt. Thomas P.,
Washington, D. C; Wright, of Windsor,
Mr.
Colo.; and Mrs. Anna Schorb, of Aurora.
of

Gray died

in

Aurora

in

1881,

at

the

age of

seventy years.

ROBERT GRAY,

farmer and stock-raiser,
Township, Kane County, was born in
Virgil Township, June 14, 1874, the son of
Joseph and Juliet (Woodman) Gray. His education was secured in the Geneva High School
and in the University of Illinois at Urbana.
For a time he was employed as an electric engineer in Chicago, but of late has been living
on the home place.

AMOS

C.

GRAVES

DuPage County
two terms, and was also on the County
Board. In Aurora he was City Marshal for four
terms.
He was associated with the Baptist
church, and married Miss Mary A. Buck, daughter of Stephen Buck, pioneer settler of Kane
the war he was Sheriff of

to

for

County.
Mrs. Julia
Their children were:
(Graves) Gary (deceased), wife of Judge E. H.
Gary, Vice-President and General Counsel of
the United States Steel Company; Mrs. Anna
(Graves)
Judd, wife of William Judd, of
Aurora; Mrs. Eva (Graves) Hamilton, wife of
Oscar Hamilton, of Aurora; and Mrs. Bertha
(Graves) Northam, wife of Lemuel Northam,
of Joliet,

Virgil
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111.

CHARLES E. GRIFFITH, born in Ontario
County, N. Y., Dec. 7, 1853, and came with bis:
parents to Kane County, 111., in 1865, where he
grew to manhood on a farm in Dundee Township and obtained his education in the public
schools; became connected with the Illinois
Iron & Bolt Company in 1873; elected Secretary
of the corporation 18S8 and has since filled that
position; married in 1879 Miss Anna Evans, of
Dundee.

(deceased), farmer and

LOUIE

born in Cortland, N.
Phineas and Anna (Kendall) Graves, and second of family of eleven
children. Coming west in 1834, the family settled near Lockport, Will County,
but later
removed to Wayneville, DuPage County, which
remained the home of the elder Mr. Graves
until his retirement from active life, when he
located in Aurora, where he died in 1889. Amos
C. Graves was reared and educated a farmer,
received such schooling as the times admitted,
and was engaged in farming at the breaking

GRIFFITH, lumber merchant, Baborn in Danby, Rutland County, Vt
Oct. 26, 1865, son of John B. and Carrie (Millard) Griffith; educated in the public schools
of his native State, and came to Batavia in
1896, where he has since been engaged in the
lumber trade; in 1902 assisted in organizing the
Batavia Supply Company, of which he became
Secetary; served two terms in the House of
Representatives in his native State; married
in 1887 Miss Bertha L. Tobin.

of the Civil War.
He raised a company
men in 1862 and was commissioned Captain
Company D, One Hundred and Fifth Illinois

EUGENE H. GRIGGS, farmer, Plato, Kane
County, born Jan. 4, 1841, in Plato, where he
now resides; attended the public schools and
Elgin Academy, and on Aug. 17, 1861, enlisted
in Company B, Thirty-sixth Illinois Volunteer

early settler, Aurora,

Feb.

Y.,

5,

111.,

1825, son of

out
of

of

Volunteer Infantry. At first he served on detached duty commanding a company of scouts.
In the spring of 1863 he was assigned to duty
on the staff of Gen. Gordon Granger, continuing in the service until March 8, 1865, when
poor health compelled his resignation.
After
the war he resumed farming on an extensive
scale in DuPage County, as well as in Iowa,
hut maintained his home in Aurora from 1867
to the day of his death, Nov. 1, 1901.
A
pioneer Republican, he was interested in public
affairs and filled various official positions. Prior

tavia.

111.,

J.

,

He participated in some of the most
important events of the war, including Sherman's March to the Sea, and Avas honorably
From the army he
discharged July 15, 1865.
returned to the farm on which he is now living,
and which he received from his father, who seis
It
cured it direct from the Government.
located four miles southwest of Plato Center.
For ten years he has been a School Trustee,
and for fifteen years a School Director. He is
Infantry.
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a

member

of the G. A. R.

ried, Dec.

5,

Mr. Griggs was mar-

1877, to Miss Hattie Patterson,

Leslie

they are the parents of three children:

John

E.,

G.,

and Jessie

JOHN GRIGGS,
born Nov

6,

Sr.

and

B.

(deceased), pioneer, was

1782, in Sheffield, Mass.

He mar-

Ruth Dibble in 1800, at Mt. Washington,
and three years later removed to Windham, Green County, N. Y., where they lived
some years. In 1812 their home was at Black
Rock, N. Y., where he saw service in the War of
1812. He owned a vessel plying on the Niagara
River and Lake Erie, and was engaged in the
In
transportation of Government supplies.
helped found
and
1814 he went
to Ohio
the town of Sheffield in Ashtabula County. In
1834 he removed to Illinois, and settled in what
is now Plato Township, Kane County, where he
ried

Mass.,

an old-time tavern on the Galena stage
which he kept many years in connection
with his farming operation. He was one of the
first Justices of the Peace in Plato Township,
and held that office many years. He died in
built
line,

1868.

ALEXANDER GRIMES

(deceased), pioneer

was Lorn

Linden, N.
Y., in 1826, and, when a boy about ten years
Here he
of age, caine to McHenry County, 111.
passed several years with the usual expe iences
of frontier life, when he returned to New York,
settler,

Batavia,

111.,

and completed his education
versity, graduating in 1852.

in

real-estate

at Madison UniThe same year he

operations,

farming,

and many other business enterprises, during his long and active business
career.
In 1864 he was commissioned Captain
of Company B, One Hundred and Forty-first
contracting

Illinois Volunteer Infantry
(a 100-day regiment), and served out the period of his enlist
ment.
Mr. Grimes was a life-long Democrat
and took an active part in politics, and was the

local leader of his party for

died at Batavia in 1883.

many

years.

He

His wife died Feb.

1904.

3.

WILLIS

L.

GRIMES, merchant and

master, Batavia,
20,

1854,

and

is

111.,

was born

He

served a little over four years:
appointment, after which he became Cashier of the Van. Nortwick Bank at
Batavia. In 1893 he was again appointed Postmaster and served a little over four and a half
years, acting at the same time as cashier of
the bank.
In 1898 he engaged in the hard
ware business, in which he has built up a very
profitable trade, and one which promises much
growth in the immediate future. In municipal
Cleveland.

under

this

affairs

and

in the councils of the Democratic-

prominent. He is a Mason, a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows
the Knights of Pythias and the Modern Woodmen of America. He was married June 1. 1881,
to Miss Anne E. Shaw, daughter of Whitely
Shaw of Batavia, and of this union there have
been born three daughters, Rebecca M., wife
of Wm. Krause: Effie Madge, and Florence L.
It is worthy of note in tnis connection that
five generations of Mrs. Grimes' family are now
party he

living

is

Batavia.

in

in

married Miss Malvina Loveland, who had just
graduated from Hamilton Female College, and
the young couple at once came west to make
Mr. Grimes was
their home in Batavia, 111.
interested

He completed his
vina (Loveland) Grimes.
education in the Batavia High School, and was
trained to mercantile life.
He entered the
railway service in his early manhood, and was
appointed Postmaster at Batavia by President

ex-Post-

in Batavia,

Aug.

a son of Alexander and Mai

WILLIAM GROTE,
Elgin,

Nov.

111.,

22,

born

1849;

Real Estate and Loans.
Winzlar. Hanover, Germany.
received his education in the

at

German schools aud the public schools of Cook
and DuPage Counties, whither he removed in
1866.
In 1871 he entered mercantile life, but
turned his attention in 1882 to real estate. He
is a Republican and has served four years as
Assistant Supervisor and two years as Supervisor.
For six years he was on the Board of
Education, was elected Mayor of Elgin in 1891,
and re-elected in 1893. Mr. Grote is President
President
of
the Elgin Packing Company,
of the

Kane County

Title

& Trust Company.

Secretary of the Elgin Lumber Company, President of the Elgin Brick & Tile Company, a
Director of the Home National Bank and the
Home Savings Bank, Vice-President of the El-

Academy and

of North Western College.
Chairman of the Industrial
Association of Elgin and Chairman of the Republican Central Committee of Kane County.
He was a promoter and a stockholder of the
Elgin, Carpentersville & Aurora Railway Company, of which he was President from 1890 to

gin

Naperville;

1901.

is

also
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JACOB GUSLER,

farmer, Kaneville,

111.,

born

York County, Penn., Sept. 2, 1842. In his
boyhood he attended the public schools and in
1853 came with his parents to Kane County,
in

111.,

having finished

where,

his

education

in

the schools of that localitly, he began his life
career as a farmer, though ior twenty years

he was engaged largely in ousiness as a carpenter, and did much contract work. He bought
a farm three miles northwest of Kaneville,
on which he now resides. For five years he
has been Assessor of the Township. In Masonic
He was marcircles Mr. Gusler stands high.
ried Dec. 25, 1872, to Miss Sa.ah Kuter, who
bore him three sons. October 8. 1891, Mr. Gusler was married to Miss Susan M, Laschinger,
as his second wife, and they are the parents
of

two

799

1879, and was educated
and Purdue University.
Owing to ill-health of his father he took charge
of the business Aug. 1, 1899, and since the death
of that very notable man, has managed the
Mr. Haeger
extensive interests of the estate.
is a member of the Century and Country Clubs
of Elgin, and of the Congregational church, of
Dundee.
in

Dundee,

111.,

June

5,

(he public schools

in

sons.

GEORGE

G.

GUY, mechanical engineer and
Kane County, 111., born at

Batavia,

inventor,

Mt. Morris, Ogle County,

111.,

May

7,

1858, son

and Jane (Riggs) Guy, natives of
of Wight;
educated in the public

of Robert

the Isle

schools of Ashton,

111.;

in 1875 accepted a posi-

wood-working department of the
United States Wind-Engine & Pump Company
of Batavia, and through various promotions
was advanced to the position of foreman of this
department in 1887. During the years of his
tion

in

the

connection with this enterprise, he spent much
of his time superintending the construction of
village and railway water-works, covering territory extending from the Missouri River eastward to the Atlantic coast. In 1897 Mr. Guy
was made mechanical superintendent of the entire plant of the United States Wind-Engine &
Pump Company, and has since filled that position. He is an inventor and patentee of various
mechanical devices used on the lines with
which he has been connected, and has introduced many improvements into the great industrial plant under his mechanical supervision.
He is President of the Batavia Mutual Aid
Association has served four years as a member
of the Batavia Board of Aldermen, and three
years as a member of the West Side School
Board.
Fraternally he is a Knight Templar,
and a member of the order of Odd Fellows,
Knights of Pythias and Elks. In 1880 he married Miss Jessie M. Brown, of Batavia.
;

DAVID

C.

HAEGER,

managing

of the estate of D. H. Haeger. Dundee,

executor

was born

DAVID

II.

HAEGER.

H. HAEGER (deceased). Dundee.
manufacturer, born in Mecklenburg, Germany, Aug. 7, 1839, died June 9. 1900. Mr
Haeger came in company with his parents to
the United States in 1854, and in 1859 established himself in McHenry County, where he
sold farm machinery, bought grain and erected
an elevator at Barrington. Removing to Dundee in 1871, he engaged in brick-making and
opened a yard at Elgin in 1879.
In 1885 he
opened a second yard at Gilbert's. He owned
1,700 acres of land, and was very extensively

DAVID

111.,

engaged in farming and dairying. In politics
he was a Republican, and in religion was prinwith

the

Congregational

cipally

identified

church.

In March, 1864, he married Miss Caro-

line Reese,

and one child born of this union

now

living,

Mrs.

zien,

who

still

is

Frederick Estergreen.
In
1870 he was again married. Miss Mary Weltis

living,

becoming

his second
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Soo
wife.

To them was born a family

of children,

whom Thusnelda, Edna, David C, Mary,
Edmund H., and Elsa are still living.
D. H. HAEGER ESTATE, manufacturers of
of

at Dundee and Gilbert's, custom
Dundee and dealers in coal, brick,
tile and building material at Dundee and Elgin;
The present
established at Dundee in 1871.
plant consists of the brick and tile factory at
Gilbert's, 111., where thirty men are employed,

brick and

tile,

of the Order of Maccabees, the Modern Woodmen, the Knights of the Globe and the Grand
Army of the Republic. In 1870 he married
Miss Julia F'airehild, of Berea, Madison County,
Ky.

millers at

with an output in 1901 of two million brick

and two million feet drain-tile; the factory at
Dundee, where thirty-five men are employed,
with an output in 1901 of three and a half
million brick; and the mill, elevator and retail yards at Elgin
representing in all an investment of $75,000, with eighty men on the

—

pay-rolls.

ALBERT

L.

HALL,

editor

and

publisher,

born on a farm in St. Charles, Kane
County, Dec. 28, 1870, son of Gustavus and Mary
(Alexander) Hall, spent his early youth under
the parental roof-tree, and secured his education in the Elgin city schools.
In 1893 Mr.
Hall purchased the "Leland Express," which
he published for two years, when it was consolidated with the "Earlville Gazette," the publication of the combined papers being continued
Elgin,

111.,

"La
Pour years

County Gazettehaving sold the
"Gazette-Express," Mr. Hall bought the "St.
Charles Chronicle," which he edited and published until 1903. During that year he organized the "Courier Publishing Company," which
purchased the
Daily
"Elgin
and Weekly
Courier," Mr. Hall becoming business manager
and editor of both publications, a position
which he still retains.
In 1897 he married
Miss Frances Rice, of Mediapolis, Iowa.
at

Earlville, as the

Express."

Salle

later

FRANK
Aurora,
Feb.

and

9.

H.

111.,

1841,

HALL, noted educator and author,
was born in -Mechanic Falls, Me.,
and educated in the home schools
He

in Bates College, Maine.

enlisted in the

Twenty-third Regiment Maine Volunteer Infantry in the summer of 1862, and accompanying his regiment to the front in Virginia,
rendered a soldier's duty until mustered out
July 15, 1863. For a year he was engaged in
college work at Bates, and then became Principal of Towle Academy, where he remained
until 1866, when for two years he was Principal
From 1868 until 1875 he was
at Earlville. 111.
Principal of the West Side Schools in Aurora,
and then took a similar position at Sugar Grove,
which he held until 1887, when he was called
to Petersburg in the same capacity, but the
year following he resumed his old position in
Aurora on the West Side. From 1890 to 1893
he was Superintendent of the School for the
Blind at Jacksonville, and again from 1897 tc
July 1902. From 1893 to 1897 he was Superintendent of Schools in Waukegan, 111. Since his
last retirement from the Jacksonville institution he has devoted his time to Farmers' as well
His series of arithas Teachers' Institutes.
metics has been extensively introduced into the
schools of more than half the States of the
Union, and his mechanical ingenuity is shown
in bis invention of the Braile-writer. and the
stereotype-maker, which are in use in many
schools for the blind, not only in this country
The
but in Europe and Australia as well.
stereotype-maker was perfected by him in association with Harrison and Seifried.

CHARLES

F. HALL, merchant, Dundee, born
Dundee, 111., Feb. 27, 1846, son of George
E. and Helen (Carpenter) Hall, secured his
in

education in the Dundee public school, Clark's
In
Seminary, Aurora, and Oberlin College.
May, 1864, he enlisted in the One Hundred

Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and served
when he was mustered out.
In 1888 he established himself as
a merchant in Dundee, and has been coitinuously in trade to the present time (1903). He
is a member of the Congregational church, and
Fiftieth

until the fall cf that year,

JERRY HALL,
111.,

born

in

retired

merchant.

Elburn,

Cincinnati, Ohio, Oct. 23, 1821: edu-

cated in Chicago, and attended the

first

public

Elburn. 111., and
was employed as a clerk in several mercantile
establishments until 1888. when he retired from
active business life; married on March 17. 1850.
Harriet M. Hotchkiss. who died Jan. 5, 1891.
Mr. Hall is at the present time (1903) the
oldest male settler living in Blackberry Townschool of that city;

ship,

Kane County.

came

to
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JOHN

H.

HALL,

Kane County,
Kane County,
district schools

111.,

Jan.
of

Campton Township

farmer,

born

in

12,

1868;

Virgil

Township,

educated in the

Campton and Elburn; com-

menced farming on his own account in 1891,
and in 1901 purchased his present farm, where
he conducts an extensive dairy; married Rosie
Crosby, daughter of James and Susan (Shaw)

801

Mrs. Hamlin have spent their winters in Florida, where he has become interested in orange

and pine-apple growing.

In 1868 he was marMiss Ella L., daughter of Morris C.
Town, the widely known banker of Elgin. 111.
The members of Mr. Hamlin's family are: Maud
L. (Mrs. M. M. Cloudman),
Morris Clinton,
ried

to

Lawrence

B.,

and Harold

S.

—

all of

Elgin,

111.

Crosby.

JOHN

S.

HALL

(deceased), pioneer, Aurora,

was born in Sutton, Mass., Aug. 4, ISIS,
son of John and Persis (Cummins) Hall, and was
reared to manhood in that Slate, where he re111.,

ceived a public school education, and training as
a practical millwright.

Later in

in building in Massachusetts.

LYSANDER

B.

It.

I-IAMLI*

HAMLIN,

Elgin,

Morgan County, Ohio. Jan. 26,
Dr. W. S. and Eliza (Welch)

was born

1839,

son

in
of

Hamlin, and
brought up in his native State, where he secured his education in the local schools. As
a boy he was trained to farming, but in his
earlier

manhood joined his older
who had engaged in

A. Hamlin,

brother, John

the manufac-

ture and sale of various proprietary medicines
In 1861 they removed to Chiwhere they became famous for their
Wizard Oil, the sale of which was extended
throughout the United States and Canada. The
business grew to large proportions, and is still
owned and conducted by the original proprietors, though the first partnership has given way
to an incorporation, of which L. B. Hamlin is
now Vice-President. His home was in Chicago
until 1886, when he removed to Elgin, where
he has since resided. In later years Mr. and
at

Cincinnati.

cago,

he engaged

came

winter in the
State in Batavia. In 1856 he located in Aurora,
and became connected with the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy car shops, remaining in the
employ of the company until he retired from
active life more than thirty years later. While
there he built the first mail-car sent out of
Aurora. His death occurred in Aurora, March
1901.
In 1841 he married Miss Abbie B.
7,
Hastings, daughter of Nahum Hastings, of Berlin. Mass.
She survives her husband, still living in Aurora.
Their living children are:
Mrs. Abbie R. Brundage, of Aurora; Mrs. Mary
Wheadon, of Indiana; Marcus M., of Cedai
Rapids, Iowa; and Mrs. Susie M. Barth, of
Chicago. The eldest son, George S., was killed
at the battle of Stone River.
to

I.YS.WmCIl

spending his

life

In 1855 he

Illinois,

FRANCIS

G.

first

HANCHETT,

lawyer,

Aurora,

born Kaneville, Kane County, Oct. 2, 1885,
was educated in the public schools, graduated
from the old University of Chicago in 1882
111.,

and from the law department of the University
of Iowa in 1883, and began the practice of law
in Aurora in 1884 as junior partner of the firm
of Winslow & Hanchett, which became Hopkins,
Hanchett & Dolph, A. J. Hopkins, the head of
the firm being the present United States Senator from Illinois.
When this firm dissolved,
Mr. Hanchett began business alone, which he
has since continued. For eight years he was
Chairman of the Republican County Committee,
and for several years served as a member of
the West Aurora Board of Education. In 1883
he was married to Miss Lillian L. Scott, daughter of John H. Scott, a Kaneville farmer. David
Hanchett, father of Francis G., was an early
settler in Kaneville. and his grandfather on
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the maternal side, Alfred Churchill, who was
one of the early settlers of Kane County, was
a member of the Illinois Constitutional Con-

the Borden Condensed Milk Factory at Carpen
tersville.

EZRA HANSON

vention of 1847.

SAMUEL

H.

Carpentersville,
Me., Aug.

1,

HANECY,

brick manufacturer,

Kane County, born in Bangor,
son of James P. Hanecy, a

1822,

sea-captain and a merchant. In 1833 the father
took the son to New Orleans with the intention
of rearing him to a sea-faring life, but while
there the father was. stricken with yellow fever
and black vomit, and although he recovered,

was

left

a cripple for

life.

On

the

homeward

voyage his father's ship was caught in a storm,
and was fourteen days making the trip to
Charleston, S. C. where he was compelled to
stop for extensive repairs. Three months later
the son was sent to Boston and from there
In 1836 Captain Hanecy came with
to Bangor.
his family to Illinois, settling in Rock Island
County, where Samuel H. completed his school
brickmaking trade, in
ing, and learned the
which he established himself in Chicago in
1848, and in which he was very successfully
Afterward he operated
engaged until 1860.
with partners and for the city of Chicago at
the Bridewell, and for twelve years was engaged
in merchandising in Wisconsin.
In 1880 he
estaolished his home in Chicago, but continued
to do business in Chicago for several years
thereafter.
Retiring from active business, he
has since lived in Carpentersville, where he is
now serving his fourth term as Justice of the
Peace.
He has also acted as local representative of the -Etna Fire Insurance Co.
In 1849
Mr. Hanecy married Miss Martha A. Piney, of
Bristol, and has reared a family of seven sons
and one daughter.
His oldest son, Edward,
who was connected for twenty-seven years with
the Bridewell Prison of Chicago, is now Deputy
Warden of the Wisconsin State Prison at Waupun. His second son, Jerome, is in business
at Pullman, 111.; Frank, the third son, is superintendent of a factory in Oshkosh, Wis.; William, the fourth son, is superintendent and
chief engineer of the United States Appraisers'
building in Chicago; Arthur, the fifth son ,is an
expert iron moulder at Harvard. 111.; Joseph,
the sixth son, is engineer at the silver plate
factory at Elgin; and Charles, the youngest
son, is superintendent of the Borden Condensed
Milk Factory, at Auburn, Wash. The daughter
married L. J. Wright, who is connected with

(deceased), pioneer farmer,

was born April

22, 1806, in Lebanon,
then an integral part of Massachusetts,
and was a son of John B. and Dorcas (Libby)
Hanson.
In his early life in the East he
operated a tanning and currier business, but
when he came west in 1837, located on a farm
in
Ohio Grove, DeKalb County, where he

Elgin.

111.,

Me.,

acquired a large tract of land. In 1844 he sold
his land and removed to a farm in Burlington
Township. This farm he increased by subsequent purchases until, at one time, he owned
over 1,400 acres of land in one body. For years
he devoted his attention to raising grain, and
of the few who never engaged in

was one

dairy-farming.

removed

In 1856 he left the

farm and

continued his agriculMr. Hanson
tural labors as long as he lived.
was married Sept. 5. 1833, to Miss Katharine
Kimball Upton, of Danvers, Mass., who died
in Elgin, March 28, 1876, and there Mr. Hanto

Elgin,

but

son also died, June 15, 1890. Only two of their
children reached maturity.
Of these Joseph
Haven Hanson, who was born Oct. 16. 1835,
became a lawyer and died Aug. 14, 1892, and
Mary Upton Hanson, born Jan 10, 1839. is still
living in Elgin.

ABNER HARD (deceased), physician and
surgeon. Aurora, 111., was born at Geneva, N. Y.,
Dec. 3. 1821; spent his early boyhood in his
native State, coming from there to Unadilla,
Mich., in 1832; educated at a seminary at Ypsilanti,

Mich., and began the study of medicine

graduated from Keokuk MediKeokuk, Iowa, and later from Rush
Medical College. Chicago. He began the practice of medicine in Aurora about 1848, and
soon became one of the leading members of his
profession.
He died in Aurora in 1885. He
was married in 1844 to Miss Laura E. Vreeland.
whose home was then at Flat Rock. Mich., but
whose birthplace was Geneva, N. Y. Mrs. Hard
comes of an old Pennsylvania family which
was almost exterminated at the Wyoming Massacre, which occurred during the Revolutionary
War. She survives her husband and still lives
in Aurora. The living children of Dr. and Mrs.
in

that

State;

cal College,

are:
Mrs. W. H. Van
Murphy and Mrs. Charles

Hard

Arsdale. Mrs.

W.

Shepard. Mrs.
Florence Todisneau. another daughter. died leav-

T.

C.
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ing two sons who were adopted by Dr. and Mrs.
Hard and are his living descendants bearing
the name. They are Malcolm Hard, of Cleveland, Ohio, and A. Perry Hard, of Chicago, 111.

some

HIRAM

HARDY,

physician and surgeon,
was born in North Groton, Grafton County, N. H.. March 12, 1838, and early
T.

111.,

acquired his education

in

the schools

of

his

engagements

of the Eastern

escaped unhurt.

HENRY HARMAN,
was born

retired farmer, Batavia,

Westmoreland County, Penn.,
Jan. 29, 1834, and came to Illinois when he
was thirteen years old, making his home for a
time near Quincy, and then removing to Kane
County, where he has since lived.
In 1861
111.,

Kaneville,

of the fiercest

Army and

803

in

he enlisted in the Fifty-second Illinois Volunteer
Infantry and served during the Civil War. He
was mustered out in August, 1865, as Second
Sergeant, after three years and eight months
of hard and honorable service.
His regiment
did service in the Western Army, and he took
part in numerous battles, including those of
Shiloh, Corinth, Kenesaw Mountain, and all the
engagements of the Atlanta campaign. He
was severely wounded at Columbia, S. C. being
in the hospital, however, only once during his
entire service.
He returned to Kane County
after the war, and lived on a farm near Batavia
until 1892, when he removed to the city.
Mr.
Harman was married in 1864 to Miss Mary
Perry, of Batavia.
J. F. HARRAL, coal merchant, Aurora, 111.,
born in Leeds, England, Aug. 3, 1840; came to
America with his parents in November, 1852;

enlisted

in

Company

E. Thirty-sixth

Regiment

Volunteer Infantry in August, 1861, remaining in the service three years; returned to
Aurora in June, 1869, entering the employ of
the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad
Company; engaged in the coal business in
Aurora in 1875, which he has since conducted
successfully.
Mr. Harral was married June
30, 1875, to Clara W. Hitchcock, of Aurora.
Illinois

HIRAM

T.

HARDY.

native place and in the academies of Franklin,
N. H., and Thetford, Vt.
He took a course of

medical lectures and instruction in Dartmouth
College and began the practice of medicine at
Strafford, Vt., in 1866.
In 1871 he removed
from that point to Illinois, and settled at Kaneville in 1873, where he has since remained.
He
is an adept in Masonic lore, belongs to the
Modern Woodmen of America, and is a member
of the Congregational church.
Mr. Hardy was
married March 12, 1868, to Miss Sophia E.
Buzzell, a native of Vermont.
They have had
three children: one son and two daughters,

one of the latter being deceased. Dr. Hardy is
a veteran of the Civil War, having enlisted
in 1862 in the Seventh Squadron of Rhode
Island, for three months' service, re-enlisting
in the Third Vermont Battery, and serving
until the close of the war.

He

participated in

BLEXTON HARRIS, physician, Aurora, 111.,
born near Newark, Licking County, Ohio. Sept.
11, 1824, son of William and Rebecca (Comas)
Harris; in 1830 came to Illinois with his parents, whose home was made in LaSalle County,
later removing to Kendall' County, where they
bought land near Yorkville. and where Dr. Harris grew to manhood with distinct memories of
the Blackhawk War.
He was a student in the
pioneer schools and in Prof. Stuart's school in
Chicago, then began reading medicine under
(he preceptorship of Dr. Buck, of Chicago,
graduated from Rush Medical College, Chicago,
in 1859. when he began practice at Yorkville.
Kendall County.
After the outbreak of the
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he was commissioned as surgeon
serving throughout the war and being mustered
out in the spring of 1865. His paternal grandfather was a soldier of the Revolution, and
Rebellion,

both his father and maternal grandfather were
War of 1812. Dr. Harris resumed
his practice after the war at Yorkville, remain-

soldiers in the

ing there until in 1866, when he removed to
Big Rock and continued practice there untii
1891, since that time being engaged in practice
In the early days Dr. Harris' pracin Aurora.
tice extended over the greater part of Kane and
Kendall Counties, and he numbers his friends
by the thousands. Dr. Harris belongs to the
American, the State Medical and the Rock River
For some years he
Valley Medical Societies.
was active in business, and owns some good
farm lands; has been Justice of the Peace,
Postmaster, and President of the Board of EduIn 1862 he
cation at Big Rock and Yorkville.
married Miss Samantha McMullen, who was
born in Pennsylvania and died in 1874; in 1878
he married Miss Caroline Rhodes, an early
Dr. Harris was
settler in Big Rock Township.
the last Postmaster at Kaneville under Buchanan, and again at Big Rock under Cleveland
the last two Democratic Presidents. He
has taken an active part in every political campaign intervening.

GEORGE

J. HARRIS, General Agent CanadaRailway, Geneva, 111., born in Conneautville, Pa.;
was educated in the public
schools of his native State and Michigan. His
business career began with his connection with
the Great Western Railway of Canada, when he
was only seventeen years of age. In 1879 he
entered the employ of the -Detroit & Cleveland

Atlantic

—

EDWIN

M. HARRIS, educator, Sugar Grove.
born at Yorkville, 111., Oct. 3, 1863; received
his educational training at the Sugar Grove
Normal and Industrial Institute and the Northwestern University. Evanston. 111., was superintendent of the Batavia schools during 1S95-6,
and later taught mathematics and sciences in
Jennings Seminary, Aurora; became principal

GEORGE

111.,

Sugar Grove Normal and Industrial Inand has since been at the head
of this well-known institution. He was married
in 1888 to Miss Mary E. Davis, of Big Rock, 111.
of the

stitute in 1899,

JAMES

M. HARRIS, Elburn, 111., born at
Saratoga County. N. Y., June 10.
1832; came to Chicago in 1858, but removed to
Janesville, Wis., one year later, where he was
in the employ of the Chicago & Northwestern
Railroad Company; removed to Elburn. 111.,
in 1864, still retaining his position with the
railroad company, and served in that capacity
until 1900, but since the latter date has lived
retired.
On Nov. 23, 1859, he was married to
Sarah L. Robinson.
Maltaville,

.

MtKIS.

Steam Navigation Company, with which he
continued until 1884, when he removed to Chicago to take a place with the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railway. The following year he
became connected with the Western Freight
Association, and in 1887 accepted a position
with the Central Vermont Railway & Steamboat
Line, afterward reorganized as. the Ogdensburg
Transit Company, which he held until Feb. 1,
1899, when he became General Agent of the
Canada-Atlantic Line at Chicago. Mr. Harris
has resided at Geneva since 1899. He is a
Thirty-second Degree Mason, and a Noble of
In 1899 Miss Orilla, daughthe Mystic Shrine.
ter of H. B. Fargo, of Geneva, became his wife.

SAMUEL HARTER,
ville,

retired

Kane County, was born

Penn., Jan.
in the

home

6,

1828,

schools.

farmer,

Kane-

in Center County.

and secured
In 1854 he

his education

came

to

Kane

Countv, and soon after bought a farm, on which
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he has carried on farming to the present time,
and has attained a position of more than usual
prominence in the community. He has been
School Director, Road Commissioner and School

Trustee a number of years. In religion he is a
member of the Evangelical Church of Pierceville.
He married Mary Dauberman in 1852,

who

In 1858
died in 1857, leaving two children.
he was married to Elizabeth Gusler, by whom
he has had one boy.

WILLIAM A. HARTSBURG, manufacturer,
North Aurora, 111., was born in Roxbury, Mass.,
Aug. 23, 1848, in 1856 came west with his
parents, who settled in Aurora, 111., where he
attended the city schools, and while quite young
worked for A. R. Palmer, then a merchant in
Montgomery, Kane County, but later head of
the noted manufacturing firm of Palmer, Fuller
&

Co.,

Chicago, with

whom

most prosperous career, Mr. Hartsburg being
its President for two years, and since a Director.
For some years he was connected with
Hie Fox River Valley Building and Loan Association
the affairs of which he is now liquidating and also with the Aurora, Pure Ice Company. For several years he has been a member
of the Aurora Township School Board.
He is
a Knight Templar Mason, and belongs to the
order of Elks.
In 1870 he married Miss
Helena, daughter of Charles Simons, of Aurora.

—

—

PETER G. HARTZ, merchant, Aurora, 111.,
born in the city where he now resides, Oct. 31,
educated in the public schools and
1861;
trained to the drug trade; graduated from the
Chicago School of Pharmacy in the class of
1888, and since 1892 has managed the drug
store with which he is connected.

he learned the door,

window blind manufacture. For some
years he was connected with this firm, and

sash and
ten
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DAVID HARVEY
gyman and

farmer,

sachusetts,

March

public

schools

of

(deceased), Methodist cler-

La Fox,
26,

born in Maseducated in the

111.;

1828;

New York

State;

came

to

on 160 acres of land
in Chicken Grove, where he was engaged in
farming for twenty years;
later became a
minister in the Methodist Conference, and followed that vocation until his death, which
occurred Dec. 10, 1867;
married Nabbie K.
Ainsworth.
Illinois in

WILLIAM

A.

HAHTSBIRG.

then entered the employ of the North Aurora
Manufacturing Company. Ten years later, in
company with William Hawksley, he became
owner of the plant, which they have since operated with large success. In 1894, in company
with other partners, he organized the North
Aurora Creamery Company, which has had a

1845, locating

JOEL D. HARVEY, lawyer, Geneva, 111., was
born in Kane County in 1836, son of Joel
Harvey, who was born near Saratoga. N. Y..
and served as the first Treasurer of the county,
having come to Illinois the year before his
appointment, making the journey overland
through Canada, and settling in what is now
Kane County. Joel D. Harvey was reared in
Elgin, and received his education in the locai
schools;
read law in Racine, Wis., and was
admitted to the Bar in Kane County in 1857.
Mr. Harvey began his practice in Geneva in
1858, and later practiced in Aurora four years.
In the spring of 1864 he located in Chicago, in
which city he is still engaged in business,
though maintaining his residence in Geneva.
In 1876 he was appointed by President Grant
Collector

of

Internal

Revenue

for

the

First

holding that
position
through the administrations of Presidents
Hayes, Garfield, Arthur, and, for a short time,
under President Cleveland. In 1858 he was
District

of

Illinois,
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daughter of the Hon.
one of the most distinguished
lawyers and pioneers of Kane County.

married

W.

to Julia Plato, a

Plato,

B.

JOHN F. HARVEY, farmer, La Fox, 111.;
born in Herkimer County, N. Y., March 18.
educated in the schools of his native
1829;
State and Elgin, 111.; began his business career
as a farmer, and in 1864 purchased* his present
farm near La Fox;

married, on Oct.

28,

1862,

Angeline Garfield.

The

oldest son, Israel B., died in 1888; T. Yale
Hatch, resides in South Dakota; Frank D., is a
resident of Kankakee, 111.; Elani F. Hatch, the
only son now residing in Sugar Grove Township, was born in Sherburne County, N. Y.,
Feb. 10, 1839, and received his educational

training in the public schools and at Aurora
Seminary.
He joined his father in farming

while a young man, and still lives on the old
He married Augusta M. Collson, who
farm.
was born in New York State, and they reared
a family of six children.

AUSTIN

HATCH

P.

son of
Hatch, was born

(deceased),

Jethro and Minerva (Peirce)
in Port Leyden, N. Y., June 24, 1843, and was
five years old when brought west by his parHe grew to manhood on the Sugar
ents.
Grove homestead, and was educated in the

JETHRO HATCH

(deceased),

pioneer

set-

(Gurler)

Sugar Grove Township. Kane County,
born in the year 1791, at Sherburne, Chenango County, New York State, was a descendant
of Thomas Hatch, who was born in Kent, England, and came to America in 1620, in the company of Governor Winthrop. His father, Timothy, and his grandfather, Major Jethro Hatch,
were both soldiers of the Revolution. Jethro
Hatch was reared in New England, and in
1848 came west. He became wealthy and influential, was deeply interested in all public questions, and was an earnest opponent of human
slavery.
He was Chairman of the first Republican convention of Kane County, said to have
been the first in the State. In 1869 he moved
Minerva
to Aurora, and here he died in 1875.
Peirce, a native of New York, became his wife,
Fayette S.. of
and their living children are:
Kankakee, 111.; Dr. Jethro A., of Kentland,
Ind.; Mrs. Martha Winslow, of Gilroy, Cal.;
Mrs. Marcelia Winslow, and Austin P. (de-

Township

ceased

schools, Wheaton College and at Bryant
& Stratton's Business College, Chicago. Becoming a pharmacist, he was in the drug store
of Dr. Winslow & Dr. Gillett at the outbreak
He enlisted in July, 1862,
of the Civil War.
and July 18, 1863, was mustered out on account
of ill health.
He followed farming until 1869,
when he became proprietor of the same drug
business with which he was before associated.

home

From

1880

to

1883

he lived in

Minneapolis,

Minn., on account of his health, with this exception being a resident of Aurora from 1869

May 6 of the latter
a member of the G. A. R. and
In 1886 he was married to Miss
daughter of Perley B. and Lois

to 1901, his death occurring

He was

year.

the

K. G.

Melissa

J.,

Snow, who settled in Sugar Grove
in 1839.
Of this marriage were born
Mrs. Elsie Case, of Mt. Vernon, N. Y.; Mrs.
Celia Pope, of Denver, Colo.; and Louise M.,
Teresa Fay, Bertha M. and Lois G., of Aurora.
One who knew Mr. Hatch intimately, in describing

his

personal

characteristics,

said

of

him, that "the unselfish and kindly life of Austin P. Hatch was, at all times, the revelation of
a true gentleman."

ELAM HATCH

(deceased), pioneer, was born
Sherburne, New York, in 1787, and grew
up in his native State, where he was farmer
until 1850. In the latter year he came west and
in

Sugar Grove Township, Kane County,
where he reared his family. He died in 1876.
His wife, who was Margaret Farrell before her

settled in

marriage, died in 1875. Their family consisted
of four sons, of whom three were living in 1903.

tler

of

)

MOSES W. HAWES

(deceased),

financier,

merchant, and contractor. Elgin, 111., was born
in Watertown, N. Y., Sept. 2, 1814, and when
a young man studied civil engineering in Baltimore. In 1837 he was chosen out of a hundred
applicants to go to Conception. Chile, to establish a flouring mill, the second in that country.
For a number of years he was superintendent

and then became a government conhaving under his charge some of the
After
largest bridges and docks of the day.
remaining in Chile more than twenty years,
he went to China in 1859 but soon returned to
the United States. While in Chile he married

of the mill,
tractor,

who died before he left that
His second marriage was contracted
1860, with Miss Jennie Rosenkrans,

a Spanish lady,

country.
Feb.

12.

HISTORY OF KANE COUNTY
who was

Steuben County, N. Y., Oct.
Asa and Jane (Cole)
Rosenkrans, her father being a first cousin of
the noted Union General of that name. Following his second marriage Mr. and Mrs. Hawes
spent six years in Chile, returning in 1866 to
Elgin, where Mr. Hawes remained until 1870,
when he engaged in the lumber business in
After the Chicago fire. Mr.
Mendota, 111.
Hawes sold out at Mendota, and resumed his
4,

born

in

1833, the daughter of

ANDREW

C.
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HAWKINS.

Assistant Cashier

Bank of Elgin and Cashier of
the Elgin City Banking Company, Elgin, 111.,
First National

born in Toronto, Canada, July 3, 1848, son of
Henry and Emma Holt (Bryant) Hawkins, natives of England, came to Elgin when a young
man and secured employment as a clerk with

Having suffered a severe
accompanied by his wife he

residence in Elgin.
illness

in

1873,

made

the tour of Europe, repeating the journey
on two subsequent occasions. While in Europe
the third time, he was elected President of the
Home National Bank in 1877, a position he
In 1880 the family removed
filled two years.
to Mendota a second time, for Mr. Hawes to
take an interest in a linseed oil mill in that
Two years
city in company with H. S. Clark.

ANDREW
the First National

HAWKINS.

C.

Bank

of that city,

and has

since been connected with that institution, a

period of almost forty years.
living banker in Elgin.

MOSES W. HAWES.
later he sold to Mr. Clark,

in the lumber business.

and again engaged

who

i

his residence in Elgin,

until

his

lives in Chile.

death,

is

the oldest

Mr. Hawkins is a Republican, has always
taken an active interest in public affairs, and
has held the office of City Treasurer eight
years and Alderman two terms. Mr. Hawkins
was married Aug. 25, 1869, to Miss Alice
French, born April 15, 1851. daughter of Horace
and Eliza J. (Cox) French, of Painesville, O.
Horace
Mr. and Mrs. Hawkins have five sons:
Walter, Henry French, Leonard, Mortimer and

Willard B.

In 1892 he once more

where he reMr.
Nov. 22, 1894.
Hawes was a Mason and a Republican. He
is survived by his widow, and a daughter by
his first marriage, Mrs. Bernardo Bambach,

resumed
mained

He

In political sentiment

WILLIAM HAWKSLEY, manager

Sash Fac-

North Aurora. Kane County, 111., was
born in Northampton, England, emigrated to
the United States in 1873, locating at North

tory,

Aurora the same year.
business with

W.

A.

In 1879 he entered into

Harding.
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EDGAR C. HAWLEY, Dundee, legislator,
born at Barrington, Cook County, 111., Feb. 20,
1850, son of George C. and Anna (Nute) Hawley, was reared on the farm and educated in
the public schools. In 1873 he established himself as a merchant in Dundee, and was later
there engaged in banking. He was a member
of the Kane County Board of Supervisors two
terms, and in 1888 was elected a Representative in the General Assembly from Kane Counfour consecutive
ty, by re-elections serving
He has since been conterms in that body.
nected with State Board of Grain and Warehouse Commissioners in Chicago. He is a member of the Masonic fraternity, in which he has
taken all the degrees except the Scottish Rite.
In 1871 he married Miss Esther E., daughter
of Henry E. Hunt, of Dundee, and their living
William A., a civil engineer,
children are:
now connected with the Pennsylvania Railroad; and Esther A., now a student at the University of

Henry

Illinois;

E..

the

first

born,

first employment in the mercantile
business with Magie & Pitkin. He removed to
Aurora in 1851 and started in business at the
corner of Main street and Broadway known

tained his

as the McLellen property

—
—and early in the

forty-four years, or until' stricken with paral-

on Feb.
death March

which resulted in his
same year. The handsome brick residence at 171 LaSalle Street was
built by Mr. Hawley, and here he resided until
his death.
He was a member of the order of
ysis

22,

1895,

12, of

the

Odd-Fellows, but withdrew a few years before
was also a member of the Calumet
Club of Chicago, and of the first fire company

his death;

("American") in Aurora from 1857 to 1861;
was one of the originators of the Aurora National Bank, in which he was a stockholder and
Director.
On May 8, 1850, Mr. Hawley was
married in

who

Detroit.

died Dec.

8,

to Mary Malcolm,
Not having any chil-

Mich.,

1894.

dren of his own, he adopted a

died in 1881.

fall

same year built a store on Main Street,
where he was actively engaged in business for

of the

1858,

who

Mass.

Mr. Hawley was a

girl

in

all

man

of sterling dis-

business and exhis habits; his every-day life was

position, straight-forward

emplary in

little

survives and lives in Southbridge,
in

his religion.

FRANK

O. HAWLEY. farmer and real-estate
Aurora, was born in Oswego, Kendall
County. 111.. Nov. 20. 1850, son of Frank G.
Hawley, a settler in Kendall County in 1837,
and long a member of the Bar of that county,
as well as a large land owner, was educated in
the local schools. Knox College and Northwestern University, and for a time read law, but
turning his attention to a business career, engaged in the handling 'of real estate in Kendall
County. From 1878 until 1884 he was in the
storage and loan business in Chicago, when he
returned to Kendall County to take care of his
From 1890 to the present
.•eal estate interests.
time his home has been in Aurora, where his
real estate transactions have been both extensive and profitable, including several additions

dealer,

JOHN

S.

to the city, as well as a

HAWLEY.

JOHN

S.

HAWLEY

Ridgefleld, Conn.,

being

among

Oct.

(deceased),
22,

1820,

was born

in

his ancestors

number who came to America
Mr. Hawley came to Chithe spring of 1836, when that city conthe

in the "Mayflower."

cago in

tained about

4,000

inhabitants,

and here

ob-

number

of large deals

farming lands in the West and elsewhere.
In Kendall County he is an extensive landowner, and is now (1903) engaged in building
up Oswego, to which he has made an imporA prominent Democrat, he has
ant addition.
refused official position. Was one of the founders of the "Aurora Daily Democrat," and in
in
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1892 became sole owner of its successor, the
"Aurora Daily Times," which he conducted for
a year and a half.
In 1885 he married Miss
Letitia Gillespie, of Oswego, 111., and their children are:
Emily, Bessie May. Paul G., and
Lysander F.

SIDNEY

B.

HAWLEY

and surgeon, Aurora.
County,

Vt.,

March

111.,

9,

(deceased), physician

was born

in

Franklin

1830, the son of

Lyman

Hawley, a farmer of note in that distant day.
Dr.
Hawley grew to manhood under the
parental roof, and received his academic education from the local schools. In 1852 he graduated from the Brattleboro (Vt.) Medical College, and locating at Jefferson, O., engaged in
the practice of his profession with

much

suc-

community were the homes of
Wade, Joshua R. Giddings, W. D.
Howells, and other celebrities. The Wade and
Howells families were numbered among his
earliest patrons and warmly commended his
professional and personal characteristics. After
In that

cess.

Benjamin

F.

a residence of five years in Jefferson, Dr.
ley

removed

to

Chicago, where

Haw-

he practiced

three years, and in 1860 settled in Aurora.

summer of 1861 he entered
Army as Assistant Surgeon of the

the

the

Union

Thirty-sixth

Volunteer Infantry, but was soon transthe Thirty-fifth as Surgeon, where
he served until the close of the war. His regiment was a part of the Army of the West, and
As a conseparticipated in its campaigns.
quence Dr. Hawley was always at the front
to

and saw much of the hospital service of the
war. Captured by the rebels at Chickamauga.
he was held six weeks a prisoner of war in
After the war he
Libby Prison, Richmond.
had a large practice at Aurora until his death,
which occurred in 1877. In 1855 he was married to Miss Mary A. Webster, of Fairfax, Vt.

LABAN HAYWARD,

merchant, Aurora, 111.,
Shrewsbury, Rutland County, Vt.,
Aug. 21, 1836, and came of an old Vermont
family.
His father. Willard Hayward, came
with his family to Illinois in 1849, and some
years later removed to Aurora, where he died
Laban Hayward received a good eduin 1880.
cation, and taught school for some years in
manhood.
However, as he had
early
his
been trained to farming life he devoted
his earlier years mainly to that occupation in
Will County. In 1865 he removed to Aurora,

was born

in

where he at first was engaged in the meat trade
and packing business, to which he later added
a grocery store. Here he built up a business
which he carried on very successfully until
1898, when he disposed of it after more than a
third of a century of active work, his sons suc-

ceeding him. This business was carried on in
block on Broadway which he had built for
himself. Mr. Hayward has been connected with
various other interests in Aurora, and for some
years was a Director of the First National
Bank, and is stockholder in the Home Building and Loan Association. His first vote was
a

Abraham

cast for

Lincoln,

and he has been an

active and earnest Republican
time.

He has served one term

Aurora Board
he is a Mason and
the

sented

his

local

to

as a

the present

member

of

Aldermen.

Fraternally
at different times has reprelodge as a member of the
of

Grand Lodge

of Illinois.
In later years his
attention has been largely given to estates entrusted to his care.
His wife, born Elizabeth

Barclay,

is

was living

a native of Glasgow, Scotland, but
County at the time of their

in Will

marriage.

In

Illinois

ferred
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JOHN

HEALY, the son of Bernard and
(Laughlin) Healy, the subject of
this sketch, was born in the city of Elgin, 111.,
where he now resides, on Aug. 3, 1861. His
father, Bernard Healy. was born in Dublin. Ireland, and, as a young man, in the year 1842,
emigrated from his native country, and after
arriving in the United States at once proceeded
to Elgin, 111., where he settled and immediately
established a saddlery and harness business,
thereby becoming one of its pioneer merchants
and business men. The business thus established he continued and successfully maintained for a period of more than fifty years.
He was always prominently identified with
public affairs and leading enterprises, and at
an early day assisted James T. Gifford in laying out the original plat of the city of Elgin.
The subject of this sketch obtained his early
education in the public schools of Elgin and
later attended St. Joseph's College at Bardstown, Ky., and the University of Notre Dame,
at Notre Dame, Ind.. from which he graduated
Later on he engaged in the
in the year 1879.
study of the law and was admitted to the bar
in 1884, and in the year following pursued a
L.

Catherine

course of post-graduate studies in Heidelberg.
Germany, and in connection therewith acquired
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no

proficiency in the use of the

German language,

European laws
and customs. In 1885, after returning from
Europe, he at once engaged in the active prac-

as well as a general insight into

tice of his profession, entering into partnership

with Henry B. Willis as the junior member of
the law firm of Willis & Healy, his partner
subsequently becoming one of the present
Judges of the Sixteenth Judicial Circuit of the
State of Illinois.
After the dissolution of the
firm, Mr. Healy continued in the active practice of his profession until the month of February, 1903, when he was elected Judge of the
City Courts of Elgin and Aurora, thereby
achieving a signal victory as the result of a
very spirited and exciting contest for this office.
In addition to the discharge of his judicial
duties in the two cities comprising his district,
he has also been frequently called to the City
of Chicago to assist in disposing of the causes
on the dockets of the courts of Cook County,
where his ability as a jurist has received the
recognition and the highest commendaboth by the judiciary and the members of
the bar of that city. As a business man he has
been both prosperous and progressive, having
in conjunction with the practice of the law
also devoted considerable attention to various
commercial enterprises in which he has been
fullest

tion,

for a time

being financial editor of the

New

York "Journal," when he returned to Elgin,
and in company with William F. Doherty,
founded the "Daily and Weekly Courier." For
several years prior to 1903. he was editor and
sole proprietor of this publication;

but at the

beginning of the latter year the "Courier Publishing Company" was organized, and to it Mr.
Hemmens turned over his newspaper property,
and retired from its editorship, but has retained an interest in the establishment and is
acting as President of the corporation. He was
appointed postmaster of Elgin by President
McKinley in 1898, and reappointed by President Roosevelt in 1902.
In politics he is a
Republican.

HARRY

G.

HEMPSTEAD,

attorney.

St.

born in Chicago, Feb. 22, 1871;
obtained his preliminary education in the public
schools of Chicago and St. Charles, and
later took a course in law at Ann Arbor and
the Northwestern University; admitted to the
bar in 1893; was city attorney for St. Charles
one term; married in 1897 to Georgia E.
Osgood.
Charles,

111.;

PROSPER HEMPSTEAD, manager

telephone

exceptionally successful, as his many and extensive property investments in the City of

lines.

Elgin and elsewhere fully attest. Conspicuous
among these investments, as one of the instances of his building enterprises, is the
Healy-Egan Block in the City of Elgin, modeled
and equipped under his direction, in which are
located his commodious and neatly appointed
law offices, which in design and finish are the

and Jennette (Putnam)
Hempstead; obtained his education in an
academy at Pulaski, N. Y.. and was trained to
merchandising in his native State, and has
been more or less identified with mercantile

in the county, and which are also furnished with a carefully selected and valuable
library; and in these pleasant quarters, when
not engaged in the more arduous duties of his

finest

position. Judge Healy may be found at home,
always ready to extend a cordial welcome to his

friends.

HARRY DWIGHT HEMMENS. manufacturer
and newspaper publisher, El^in, 111., was born
he now resides in 1858.
in the city where
and received his educational training in the
city schools.
He began reportorial work on the
"Bluff City," the

first

daily paper published in

and was later connected with
Chicago and New York newspapers until 1882,
Elgin, in

1878,

Kane County, 111.; born
Williamstown, Oswego County, N. Y., July
St.

Charles,

1838, son of

William

in
7,

C.

pursuits during his business career.

In

1855

Minnesota, where he remained
until 1861, when he came to Chicago and became connected with the famous Western DryGoods House, then conducted by the late Potter
Palmer, remaining with this firm and its successors for many years, but was later associated
with Mr. Palmer in the management of the
Palmer House in Chicago. In 1886 he established his home at St. Charles, where he has

he

went

to

since resided.

He became manager

of the Chi-

cago Telephone Company's lines in the Fox
In political views Mr.
River Valley in 1899.
Hempstead is a Democrat; has served as City
Clerk and Justice of the Peace, and has taken
an active part in the conduct of municipal
affairs.
In 1867 he was married to Miss Helen
H. Garner, daughter of Mrs. Sarah Garner.
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M. HERRINGTON (deceased),
Geneva, 111., was born at Meadville,
Penn., July 27, 1820, and died at Geneva, 111.,
Aug. 13, 1883. His education was secured in
the schools of Geneva, where his family settled
in 1834.
He was admitted to the Bar in 1844,
and was appointed United States District Attor-

AUGUSTUS

lawyer,

ney for the Northern District of Illinois. In
1873 he became solicitor for the Chicago &
Northwestern Railway, with offices in Chicago,
and sustained this relation to the company
until his death.
A strong Democrat, he was
Presidential Elector in 1856, and was a delegate to the National Conventions at Baltimore
in 1860, and Chicago in 1864.
In 1849 he married Miss Emily A. Cook, of St. Charles, a
native of

New

JAMES

York.

HERRINGTON,

Sr.

(deceased),

Kane County was located in 1837, the same
year in which he laid out the town of Geneva.
He was chiefly instrumental in bringing about
the organization of the county, and suggested
the name which was given it in honor of Elias
K. Kane, one of the first United States Senators
of

Illinois.

He

member

ness as a

when he retired from
His death occurred in Aurora
in February, 1893.
The surviving members of
his family in 1904 are Mrs. Higgins, who still
lives in Aurora, and a son and a daughter. An
older son died in July, 1903.
Mrs. Higgins,
nee Nellie E. Campbell, is a native of New
York, and was a resident of Vermont before her
marriage. She has been associated with many
charitable and philanthropic enterprises in
Aurora, chief among them, perhaps, being the
Aurora Hospital, of which she was one of the
this

firm

until

Jr.

(deceased), leg-

was

born in Mercer
County, Penn., June 6, 1824, and came with his
parents to Kane County, 111., in 1833. There he
grew to manhood and largely received his edu111.,

1879.

active business.

GEORGE HIGGINS (deceased), pioneer
physician and surgeon, born at Barton, Orange
County, Vt., Dec. 27, 1826; came to Aurora with
his parents in 1835; graduated from Rush Medical College (Chicago) in 1850, and passed his
entire professional career in Aurora, where he
died Sept. 24, 1890.
He was married in 1875
to Miss Mary M. Baker, who still survives and
lives in Aurora.

FRANK

HILL, farmer, Batavia Township,

R.

born in Wyoming County,
educated in the common
schools of Kane County, 111., and was trained to
farming in boyhood, having followed that occupation to the present time; has been engaged
principally in dairy farming and grain raising; married Miss Emma J. Pope, of Aurora.

Kane County,

died at Geneva in 1839.

JAMES HERRINGTON,
Geneva,

the mercantile firm of

previously been a partner of Mr. Higgins in
New York. Mr. Higgins was identified with

N. Y., June

islator,

of

Lawrence & Company, Mr. Lawrence having

founders.

Geneva, one of the earlier pioneer settlers of
Kane County, was born in Mercer County,
Penn., and located in Chicago in 1833. In 1834
he purchased the land on which the county-seat

from

ii

He learned the printing trade in Chicago as an employe of Hon. John Wentworth,
proprietor of the "Chicago Democrat." He was
elected County Clerk of Kane County in 1849,
and filled that position eight years. For seven
terms he represented Kane County in the State
Legislature, and also served as Mayor of
Geneva. He married Mary A. Blodgett, a native
He died in Geneva in 1890:
of New York.

1,

111.;

1849;

cation.

».

MASON

HIGGINS

(deceased), merchant,
in Windham County,
Vt., where he received a practical education,
and was trained to merchandising. He engaged
in business for himself in Washington County.

Aurora,

A.

111.,

was born

N. Y., where he was a merchant and manufacIn 1872 Mr. Higgins
turer for many years.
came to Aurora and established himself in busi-

CHARLES
inventor,

C.

HINCKLEY,

Aurora,

Conn.., Jan.

1,

1854,

111.,

electrician

was born

and educated

in

and

Winsted,

in the public

schools of Hartford in that State, where he was

trained to the watch manufacturing business.
After working several years in eastern watch
factories, mainly as foreman, he' came west,
and was one of the organizers of the Rockford
Watch Company in 1873. Ten years later he
helped organize the Aurora Watch Factory, and
thus became associated with the city.
Later
he organized the Hinckley Manufacturing Company, which secured a very extensive patronage in the making of electrical goods, and
watchmakers' tools and machinery. In the
financial panic of 1893 Mr. Hinckley was hard
hit.
and the enterprise met with disaster.
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Since then he has devoted his attention to the
electrical goods.
From 1896
he has been City Electrician of Aurora, and
prior to that time had served as a member of
the Board of Public "Works.
Many electrical

manufacture of

and mechanical devices have been invented by
him, and he has taken out numerous patents.

ALBERT WALKER HINMAN,
Dundee,

111.;

born at

Stillville,

physician.

Oneida County,

N. Y., Oct. 10, 1845; came west in 1876, locating first in De Kalb County, 111.; during the
winters of 1876, '77, '78 and '79 he took a
course of training in the Chicago Homoeopathic
Medical College, and afterward began the practice

of

Dundee

medicine at St. Charles; located at
spring of 1882, and has since

in the

practiced his profession in that city except a

time spent in Chicago (1893-97).
Doctor was married Nov. 29, 1880, to
Elizabeth Gliddin, of De Kalb, 111.

The

short

OLIVER ASAHEL HINSDELL,
was born

Miss

having rendered valuable service to the Union
cause during its term of enlistment, was. mustered out October 10 following. On Feb. 19,
1873, Mr. Hinsdell was united in marriage with
Miss Harriet A. Starr, daughter of Humphrey
G. and Harriet (Wicker) Starr, born at Whitehall, N. Y., Aug. 21, 1849, but at the time of her
marriage a resident with her parents at Belvidere, 111.
Mr. and Mrs. Hinsdell have had four
children born to them: one daughter, now Mrs.
Ellen Louchelle Carlsen, and three sons Roy
Starr, of River Forest, 111.;
Arthur B. and
Oliver Edwin, of Elgin. An uncle of Mr. Hinsdell (James Hanks) is believed to have been one
of the first white men to visit the region in
which Kane County is situated, coming with a
cousin from Steuben County, N. Y., three

—

years previous to the arrival of the

first

per-

manent settlers, and later preempting the land
on which Oliver A. Hinsdell was born.

retired mer-

Hanover, Cook
County, 111., Oct. 11, 1846. the son of Asahel
Bemis and Eliza (Hanks) Hinsdell. and when
about one year old was brought by his parents
to Elgin, which, except a few years residence
in Chicago, has been his home up to the present time.
Mr. Hinsdell received his education
in the public schools, in Elgin Academy and
Michigan University. He made his first business venture with Thomas Thompson in the
furniture trade. After the great fire in Chicago
chant, Elgin,

in

1871.

111.,

the firm

removed

in

to

that city,

locat-

ing their store on Wells Street (North Side),
where they continued in business for the next
three years.

Chicago

Having

sold out

Mr.

his

interest

in

Hinsdell

returned to
Elgin, where he engaged in the furniture business as a member of the firm of Palmer &
Hinsdell.
This partnership was continued
until 1882, when Mr. Hinsdell sold out his interest to his partner and retiring from mercantile
in

1874,

business, has since given his attention chiefly

He still lives upon
upon which his father settled when he

to his real-estate interests.

located in the heart

WILLIAM H. HINTZE (deceased), born
April 27, 1845. at Labes, near Stettin. Pomerania.

of the city.
During the last year of the Civil
War, Mr. Hinsdell enlisted in the One Hundred
and Forty-first Regiment, Illinois Volunteer
Infantry, a 100-days' regiment, which was mustered into the service at Elgin, June 16, 1864,
departed for the field eleven days later, and

Germany, son of Gottfried William and Charlotte Friederika Qualke Hintze.
His father
came to America and located in Chicago in
September, 1852, and was followed the next
year by his family, consisting of his wife and
two sons William H. and Robert. The sub-

land
first

came

to Elgin,

now

—
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ject of this

sketch was educated in the public

schools of Chicago, being the first German boy
High School,
to graduate from the Chicago

where he took the Foster medal for scholarship;
a few weeks later removed to Elgin, and there
entered into the employment of Orlando Davidson as errand-boy and general assistant in the
Home Bank, being advanced to various posiThis position
tions until he became cashier.
he occupied until 1877, when he resigned. He
then became associated with Mr. Davidson and
E. D. Waldron in the butter factory on the west
side of Elgin, one of the largest establishments
of its kind in the country, and of which he became President and Treasurer, and was principal owner. Mr. Hintze was long a member and
Treasurer of the Elgin Board of Trade, and
to his efforts more than those of any other
man belongs the reputation which Elgin butter has acquired in the

June,

In

markets of the world.

he enlisted at Elgin in Com-

1864,

pany A, One Hundred and

Forty-first

Illinois

Volunteer Infantry (100-day regiment), serving during part of his term of enlistment in
Kentucky. For three years he was a member
of the Elgin Board of Education and, for a
long time, one of the Directors of the Elgin
Public Library, which he assisted in erecting;
was also' one of the promoters of the city waterworks, serving as a member of the first Board
Socially he was a
of Water Commissioners.
member of the Elgin Century Club, of which
he was President for a number of years; was
affiliated with various Masonic fraternities, including Monitor Lodge A. F. & A. M., Munn
Chapter and Bethel Commandery K. T.; was
also a member of the Loyal Legion and one
of the organizers of the Walhalla, the leading
one of four German fraternities, and also a
member of the Iroquois Club of Chicago. Mr.
Hintze was a man of exceptional ability in
financial affairs, and was prominently identified
He
with many enterprises of public benefit.
was first united in marriage with Miss Mary
A.

Daggett,

whom
now

who

three are

bore

now

him four

living:

children,

Mrs.

May

of

Lane,

and Fred G. Hintze.
Mrs. Hintze died in 1887, and in 1889 Mr. Hintze
was married to Miss Florence Geddes, of Marengo, 111., and they had one daughter, Caroline.
Mr. Hintze's death, which occurred March
12, 1900, deprived Elgin of one of its most
capable and successful business men.
of Elgin;

William

D.,
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JAMES W. HIPPLE,

retired farmer, Elgin,
born in Perry County, Penn., Sept. 11, 1835,
was educated in the public schools, had one
term of instruction in an academy, and then
learned the tailor's trade, at which he worked
in his native county until he reached the age
of eighteen years.
After this he went to
Geneva, N. Y., where he engaged in the merchant tailoring and ready-made clothing business in company with a brother. After eleven
years spent in Geneva, he removed to Chicago,
and in company with a brother-in-law engaged
in the lumber business under the firm name of
Becker & Hippie. This plant was entirely wiped
out by the Chicago fire of 1871, after which Mr.
Hippie was engaged in the same business as
head of the firm of Hippie & Oestman. In 1875
Mr. Hippie sold out, and moved to a farm he
had purchased near Elgin, on which he made
his home until September, 1901, when he retired, settling in Elgin.
Mr. Hippie was married Feb. 15, 1859, to Arrietta T. Becker, born
lil.,

in New York City May 8. 1836, and to them
have come five children:
Jesse V., born Jan.
30, 1862, in Geneva, N. Y.; Gideon B„ born May
28, 1871, in Chicago;
Marietta, born Oct. 25,
1875, in Elgin Township, and Anna Louisa, also
born in Elgin Township, July 26, 1877.

CHARLES

H.

HITCHCOCK,

sician and surgeon,

was born

Strong, Franklin County, Me..

Aurora,

in

phy-

the town of

Oct.

16,

1831

where he attended school and remained until
he was seventeen years of age. From 1848 to
1851 he lived in Massachusetts, where he attended school a part of the time. Beginning the
study of medicine in Philadelphia under the
preceptorship of Dr. D. Hayes Agnew, he finished in Cincinnati, where he graduated from
the American Medical College in 1857.
Locating at Earlville, 111., he opened an office for
the practice of his profession, but three years
later

removed

to

McLean County, where he

the Civil War.
In
1862 he was appointed Assistant Surgeon in the
lived

at

the outbreak of

Union army, and assigned to Fort Pickering, at
Memphis, Tenn., having full charge of the post
hospital at that point. After about a year of hard
service he resigned, and returning to McLean
County, there resumed his professional career,
but soon removed to DeKalb County, where he
practiced for twenty-four years.
In 1892 he
came to Aurora, and soon became a prominent
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winning and holding a wide

practitioner,

pat-

a member of the
State Medical Society and the Fox River Valley Medical Association, and has been a Mason
since 1858, also belongs to the Knights of the
ronage.

Dr. Hitchcock

Globe and

is

a

member

is

of the

Grand Army

of

In 1859 he married Miss Elizabeth M. Galloway, at that time of Barlville, but
Their children are
a native of New Jersey.
the Republic.

Mrs.
catur,

(Hitchcock) Montgomery, of Deand Miss Mollie Hitchcock, of Aurora.

Hattie

and History in Lawrence (Kans.) University,
and Mrs. Kittie B., wife of Harry R. Freeman,
of Salt Lake City.

FREDERICK HODGES

(deceased), pioneer

born in Castlewellen, County Down,

settler;

Ire-

grew to manhood in his native
country, where he was educated under the guidance of his mother and in the parish schools;
married Margaret Hutchinson and came to the
United States in early manhood, locating in
land, in 1799;

111., in
1838, but shortly afterwards
Dundee, Kane County, where he passed
the remainder of his life, dying there in 1872
his wife dying in 1871. The surviving members

Chicago,

EDWARD

HOBLER,

G.

manufacturer,

Ba-

111.; born near Batavia, 111., Sept. 8, 1860;
entered the employ of the Chicago & NorthWestern Railroad Company in 1879, and was

tavia,

connected with the supply store of the company for seven years; then became connected
with the general office of the Appleton Manufacturing Company of Chicago. The manufacturing plant of this corporation was removed
to Geneva, 111., in 1894, and in 1900, the plant
and general offices were removed to Batavia.
After various promotions Mr. Hobler was made
general manager of the company in 1895, and
has since filled that position. He was married
in 1886 to Miss Harriet Wells, of Geneva.

JOHN

H.

HODDER

(deceased), Aurora, jour-

and inventor, was born in Bridport, Eng.,
Dec, 1834, and educated in the schools of his
native town. Coming to America in 1853, after
spending about nine months in New York, he
journeyed westward to Chicago, and from there
to Aurora, where he entered the employ of D.
& J. W. Randall, about the time they purchased
the "Beacon" from Hall Brothers. In 1856 he
nalist

began business for himself, starting the

first

In
book-bindery establishment in the county.
1858 Mr. Hodder became a partner with O. B.

Knickerbocker

&

Co.,

in

the

ownership and

"Beacon."
That year the
"Beacon" and the "Republican" were consolidated under the management
of
Bangs &
Knickerbocker, and Mr. Hodder engaged in job
printing. In 1861 he established the "McHenry
County Union," at Woodstock, where he remained until 1863. During the latter year he
resumed the foremanship of the "Beacon" office,
and in 1866 purchased Mr. Bangs' interest, the
publishing firm thereafter being Knickerbocker
& Hodder. Mr. Hodder died in Aurora Dec. 5,
1902.
He is survived by his wife and two children: Frank H., Professor of International Law
publication

of

the

came

to

.-

of his family

now

residing in

Dundee

are: Mrs.

Sheldon Dickinson, and the Misses Susanna and
Charlotte Hodges.

DENNIS J. HOGAN, Geneva, 111., Mayor, was
born in Chicago, Dec. 7, 1856, and educated at
Notre Dame University, South Bend, End., where
He studied law and
he graduated in 1873.
graduated from the Union College of Law. Chicago, in 1875. For some years he practiced law
in Chicago, but was not entirely engaged in
professional labors until he opened his office in
Geneva in 1888. Here he has been successful
in a marked degree, and has been four times
elected

Mayor

of the city, besides acting in that

He was Presiof a term.
dent of the Board of Trustees of the Hospital
for the Insane four years, and is now (1903) a
capacity

for

part

member of the State Board of Arbitration.
Hogan has long been one of the recognized

Mr.
lead-

ers of the Democratic party in Illinois, being at
the present time the senior member of the

Democratic State Central Committee, on which
he is serving his ninth term, and as Chairman
of the Committee on Organization, completing
In 1879 he was married
his sixteenth year.
to Miss Mary A. Deekig, of Adare, Ireland, at
which place the marriage ceremony was solemnized. Mr. Hogan has traveled much abroad
and spent much of his life in Europe.

EMANUEL HOLBROOK
chant, Batavia,

Kane County,

merborn in Man-

(deceased),
111.;

grew to years
3. 1840;
and obtained his educational train-

chester, England, July
of maturity

ing in his native country: came to the United
States in 1S69. locating immediately after his
Batavia, where he already had
arrival at
Having been trained to a
friends residing.
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mercantile

employed

life

for

in

his native country,

he was

a time as a clerk in the store

is.; Asa
Wis

S.

815

and Newton

R.. of

Dawson, Yukon

Territory, Canada.

of his uncle, Joseph Burton, at Batavia, after-

wards became connected with the hardware establishment of Meredith Brothers, of which he
finally became a proprietor, and which he conducted until his death, June 14, 1895.
In political affiliations Mr. Holbrook was a Republican and served several years as a member of
the Kane County Board of Supervisors, besides
holding other local offices. Fraternally he was
a member of the order of Odd Fellows, and
did much to advance the interests of that order
in Batavia.
In 1877 he was married to Miss
Emma Corbin, daughter of Elihu and Eliza
(Fish) Corbin, of Plainfield, 111.
Three sons
were born to Mr. and Mrs. Holbrook, all living,
viz.: Tracy C. (who is a well-known and accomplished violinist), Leslie J. and E. Meredith.

OSBORN HOLCOMB

(deceased), clergyman,
born in West Granby, Conn., July
1828, was educated at Springfield, Conn., and

Aurora,
1,

III.,

and came

Danville, N. Y..

making

his

home

at

to Illinois in

184S,

Geneseo, where he engaged

in teaching school for a year at Cambridge, and
then entered the Rock River Conference Methodist Episcopal Church, having been licensed
to preach by "Father" Sinclair.
Mr. Holcomb
was in the conference four years, serving
charges at different points under the itinerary
system. About 1854 his voice failed, when he
retired from the regular ministry, but was
closely identified with church work whenever
occasion required as long as he lived. In 1854
he married Mary A. Higby, of Naperville, and
two years later they removed to Aurora. Here
he improved and sold city property, building in
all some forty dwelling houses.
For eleven
years he spent considerable time in buying, improving and selling property in Nebraska. His
last years were passed in Aurora, where he
23, 1902.
He was a trustee of the
East Side Methodist Episcopal Church from its
building until his death. While in Nebraska he

died Dec.

taught school.
In connection with the
church just noted he was especially active, was
also

its

class

much

leader

to help

it.

at

different

Throughout

and did
where
remembered.

times,

this section,

Methodism is loved, his name is
The surviving members of this family are Mrs.
Holcomb, Robert H., Osborn A. and Elizabeth,
of Aurora; Mary (Mrs. Plater), of Eau Claire,

TIMOTHY

N. HOLDEN, ex-Mayor Aurora,
North Charlestown, N. H., March 21,
1839, son of Richard and Sophia (Allen) Holden, and grandson of Timothy Holden, a veteran
of the Revolution.
Richard Holden. a native
of New Hampshire, removed to Rockton, 111.,
where he lived until 1858, when he came to
Aurora, where he died in 1893. Timothy N. Holden was educated in Charlestown, N. H., and
Rockton, 111., entered into the employment of

was born

in

& Fuller, druggists in Chicago, with
he remained eleven years, when he engaged in business as a wholesale dealer in glassware. The great fire of 1871 swept away everything he had, and for seven years he was in
the
employ of the Chicago, Burlington &
Quincy Railroad, with his home in Aurora, where
he joined the firm of Kendall & Holden, and for
fifteen years the two were engaged in the hardware business. Since 1895 he has been engaged
in real-estate and loans.
Much of his time for
years has been given to public interests. For
eighteen years he was a member of the Board
of Education, and for fifteen years of the Kendall County Board of Supervisors, being President of the Board eight consecutive years. For
three years (1897-99) he was Mayor of Aurora.
In 1868 he married Marian Howell, a daughter
of Dr. A. D. Howell, an old-time physician and
banker of Aurora, of whom a sketch appears
elsewhere in this work.
Fuller

whom

GEORGE
legislator.

M.

HOLLENBACK,

Aurora,

111.,

lawyer

was born Dec.

1,

and
1831.
'

Fox Township, Kendall County, 111., son o
George and Sophia (Sidle) Hollenback, and
was the first white child born in the county.
in

:

His father, a noted pioneer of Kendall County,
was a native of West Virginia, and a descendant of George Hollenback, who came from Wurtemburg, Germany, and settled in Pennsylvania
some time before 1720. George Hollenback, the
Illinois

pioneer,

and

was a

soldier in the

War

of

generous grant
He came west by
of land for his services.
wagon with his family in 1829. For a few
months he lived near Danville, 111., later near
Peru, and in 1831 settled in Fox Township, KenDuring the Blackhawk War he
dall County.
sought refuge with his family at Fort Beggs.
now Plainfield, and then at Fort Dearborn. Chi1812,

in later life received a
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cago,
year.

and did not return

to their

home

for a

After this his residence was continuously

Kendall County until his death in 1864. His
away two years earlier. The son,
George M., grew up on the family estate, and,
associated with his earlier memories, are many
His
of the more noted pioneers of the region.
education was secured in the public schools and
at a private school in Oswego.
In his early
manhood he took an active part in public affairs,
In 1856 was elected Clerk of the Circuit Court
of Kendall County, and being re-elected in 1860,
in

wife passed

consecutively

filled

that

From

that period until

office

eight

years.

1888 he was entirely

engaged in farming operations, living in an
ideal country home near Millbrook, 111.
He
was admitted to the bar in 1868, but never entered actively into general practice, though he
was appointed Master in Chancery for the Circuit Court of Kendall County, and for more
than twenty years exercised judicial functions
in that connection.
He has been an earnest Republican and prominent in the councils of the
party.
In 1872 he was elected Representative
in the General Assembly, and has held numerous less important offices.
Since the fall of
1892 he has lived in Aurora, occupied with the
care of his estate.
He was first married in
1859 to Miss Julia A. Woorlworth, daughter of
Daniel and Roxanna (Heath) Wood worth, who
was born in Ashtabula County, Ohio. She died
in Kendall County in 1886, leaving one daugh-

Mr. Hollister was on detached duty for
time, and in 1865 took part in the battles
at Spanish Fort and Fort Blakely, which rethis

some

sulted in the fall of Mobile in the last days of

During the last six months of his
was Orderly Sergeant for Gen.
Eugene A. Carr. After the war he returned to
Kane County, and was engaged in farming and
stock-raising in Geneva Township until 1890,
when he removed to Batavia and retired from
the war.

service

he

active business.
He has been one of the Directors of the Batavia Public Library, and has
held various other local positions.
He is a
member of the G. A. R., and has been Com-

mander of Batavia Post. In 1866 he married
Miss Eva R. Carpenter, daughter of Abel E.
Carpenter, of Warrenville,

111.

ROBERT

C.
HOLLISTER. merchant, Baborn in Batavia Oct. 1, 1876. son of
William J. and Eva (Carpenter) Hollister, and
educated in the Batavia public schools and in
Allen's business college, Aurora. In 1898 he en-

tavia,

111.,

ter, now Mrs. Edward Welles, of Wilkesbarre,
Penn.
In 1888 Mr. Hollenback married Mrs.
Frances F. Houghman, widow of Dr. Charles E.
Houghman, of Milwaukee, Wis.

WILLIAM

J.

HOLLISTER.

Batavia.

111.,

re-

farmer and honored veteran of the Civil
War, was born in Berkshire County, Mass., Aug.
(Fuller)
6, 1840, son of Gordon J. and Maria
Hollister; came with
his parents to Kane
County, ill., in 1846, and was educated in the
common schools and in the academy at Batavia.
In 1862 he enlisted in the One Hundred
and Twenty-fourth Illinois Volunteer Infantry,
for service during the Civil War.
This regiment was under the command of Gen. John A.
Logan, and Mr. Hollister served in it until the
close of the war, being mustered out at Chicago
in September, 1865.
He participated in the
siege of Vicksburg and after the fall of that
rebel stronghold, his regiment was part of the
After
garrison there for nearly six months.
tired

IKIIIKKT
gaged

C.

Mill

I

ivi

i

j.

the agricultural implement and feed
which he has continued to the present
time.
In 1902 he was elected a member of the
Board of Aldermen and is the nominee for rein

trade,

election to the

member on

same

office,

the Board.

He

being the youngest
belongs to the Ma-
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sonic fraternity, the Order of

the Knights of

Pythias.

In

Odd Fellows and
he

politics

is

a

Republican.

GUERDON

J.

HOLLISTER

(deceased),

pioneer farmer, Batavia. was born

in

Lenox,

where he was reared and educated in the local schools, and in early life
became a wool manufacturer at Lynn. He came
to Kane County in 1846, and settling on a farm
in Geneva Township, there followed farming until his death in 1886.
He married Miss Maria
Fuller, who was born and reared in Burlington,
Mass., in 1802,

Vt.

Their

descendants

now

living

County are W. J. Hollister and
Young, both of Batavia.

in

Mrs.

Kane
N.

S.

81

time going as far as Atlanta, Ga..
do business. For two terms he was a member of the Batavia Board of Aldermen; for six
scale, in his
to

months was Commissioner of Highways, and
now serving his second term on the Board of
Supervisors.
In the spring of 1903 he was
elected Mayor of Batavia.
He is a Mason, an
Odd Fellow, and a Knight of Pythias. He was
is

married April

2,

1899, to Miss Ella F. Parre, of

Batavia.

SIMEON N. HOOVER, attorney, Aurora. Ill
born in Clermont County, Ohio, Dec. 27, 1867;
came to Illinois in 1869 with his parents, who
.

established their home at Bloomington; educated at the Illinois Wesleyan University, grad-

uating from that institution in 1887; read law
and in 1889 went to Colorado,
where he was admitted to the bar; established
at Bloomington,

home

his

Aurora

in

in 1893,

practiced his profession;

where he has since

identified with the
manufacturing interests of Aurora as Secretary of ihe McKay-Hoover Manufacturing Co.;
married in 1901 to Miss Clara Luck, of Aurora.

ALBERT
1846,
lege,

HOPKINS,

J.

United

States

Sen-

De Kalb County, 111., Aug. 15,
and after graduating from Hillsdale ColMichigan, in 1870, studied law and began
born

ator,

is

in

practice at Aurora. He rapidly attained prominence at the bar, and, in 1872, was elected
State's Attorney for Kane County, serving in
that capacity for four years.
An ardent Republican, he was soon high in the party's coun-

serving as Chairman of the State Central
Committee from 1878 to 1880, and as a Presidential Elector on the Blaine and Logan ticket
in 1884.
The same year he was elected to the
Forty-ninth Congress from the Fifth District
(now the Eighth), and was continuously recils,

Fit

\

NIC J.

HOOKER.

elected until

FRANK

HOOKER,

Mayor, Batavia, 111.,
born in South Edmeston, Otsego County, N. Y.,
Sept. 14, 1858, son of Charles D. and Juline
(Briggs) Hooker; was reared in his native
J.

and received a public school education,
which was added a course at New Berlin
Academy, from which he graduated in 1875. For
five years thereafter he engaged in teaching during the winter months, and in butter and cheese
State,

to

making during the rest of the year. In 1882
he came to Batavia, where he soon became engaged

in

the

building trade on an extensive

1902,

receiving a clear majority

more than

votes over two
was Chairman of the
Select House Committee on Census, and a member of the Committees on Ways and Means and
Merchant Marine and Fisheries. In 1896, and
again in 1900, he was strongly supported for
in

1S9S

of

competitors.

the

18,000

In 1898 he

Republican nomination for Governor.

In

1902 he was placed in nomination for United
States Senator by the Republican State Con-

vention of Illinois, and at the ensuing session
Assembly he was elected Sen
ator for the term beginning March 4, 1903.
of the General
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JAMES
Charles,

HORNE, manufacturer, St.
born in Wolverhampton, England,

B.

111.;

came to America in 1871; came
to Illinois in 1887, and from 1889 to 1891 was
employed in the Elgin Watch factory; located
Feb.

10,

1863;

at St. Charles in 1892, when he assisted in organizing the Crown Electrical Company, of
which he became President; married in 1884

to Viola

Rae

Steil, of

CHARLES

F.

New

HOWARD

and merchant, Dundee,

Britain, Conn.

(deceased), farmer

born at Donaldson ville, La., July 2, 1839; came north in youth
to attend the Chicago University, and when
the war broke out enlisted in a cavalry regi-

ment

111.;

in connection with the Fifty-second

Illi-

with which he served three years, and in
Company C, Ninth Illinois Cavalry. After the war he engaged in farming, and
in 1874 became a partner with M. T. Barrows
nois,

1865 enlisted in

in the

hardware business.

He was

first

elected

Justice of the Peace in the '80s, and served in

that capacity until his death, Feb.

was married

in 1864 to

17, 1902.

He

Miss Mary Oatman.

taken by his parents to
fall

New York

They were

of 1812.

State in the

living at

when

Erie County, in that State,

Hamburg,

the father died

There were eight children in the famand the widowed mother was compelled to
bind out her children.
Leonard fell into the
hands of one Theodore Coburn, who treated him
very harshly, and made his> seven years of apprenticeship a period of cruelty.
Leonard
Howard was married Jan. 27, 1828, to Miss Caroline Esther, daughter of Isaac and Roxy (Morton) Smith. He began business for himself as
a contractor and builder in Buffalo, and conin 1818.
ily,

structed the

first

cut-stone buildings of that city

In 1836 he went to Chicago,

in 1828.

where he

put up several notable buildings, the old Sher-

man

Hotel being among them, and the following year removed to St. Charles, where he arrived March 9, 1837, after a three days' journey.
Here he was employed as depot agent for the
St. Charles branch of the Galena Railroad from

December, 1849, for seven years, and also did a
amount of building, having charge of the

large

construction of some of the largest structures
of the time, the old Howard House being among

them.

He was

proprietor of the

for several years.

Howard House

In 1839 he was elected Jus-

and three years later Probate
he was appointed Deputy
Sheriff, a position he held three years, and was
repeatedly chosen Justice of the Peace, Township Assessor, Trustee and School Director. He
was the father of fourteen children, six of
whom were living in 1903. He was an active
and prominent member of the Masonic fraternity, and died at his home in St. Charles. Feb.
tice of the Peace,

Judge.

1848

In

21. 1884.

THEODORE HOWARD,

contracting

mason.

Aurora, 111.; born in Hudson City, Nov. 7, 1842;
when
trade
began learning the mason's
twelve years of age. following this occupation
until 1861, when he enlisted in Company B, Seventeenth Regiment Illinois Volunteer Infantry,
in which he served three years, being mustered
out of the service in June, 1864. when he returned to Aurora and has since been occupied
at his trade;

LEONARD HOW.V11U.

LEONARD HOWARD

WILLIAM

mason and
was born Aug. 13,

Township,

at Sharon, Windsor County, Vt., son of
Aaron and Pamelia (Brown) Howard, and was

burn. N.
parents to

bricklayer, St. Charles,
1805,

(deceased),
111.,

married Sept.

17. 1866. to

Emma

R.

Graves, of Aurora.

HOWARTH,

farmer,

Batavia

Kane County. 111.; born near AuY., March 22, 1840; came with his
St.

Charles.

111.,

in

1844, but

lived
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various localities until 1875, when he estabhome in Batavia Township, and has
since resided there continuously; purchased his

CHARLES HOYT

in

lished his

present farm

west of Batavia in
1889; married in 1871 to Miss Cordelia Walker.

ERNEST

four

miles

HOWELL,

Postmaster, Geneva,
Nov. 26, 1868, son
of Stephen and Julia (Bassett) Howell, and
was reared and educated in his native town. His
first business experience was
with the Fermenich Manufacturing Company, of Marshalltown, Iowa, with which he was connected some
three years. In 1892 he was appointed Assistant Postmaster of Geneva, and in 1897 he was
put in full charge of the office as Postmaster,
a position he has held to the present time
1904). For six years Mr. Howell has been a
member of the Board of Education, during three
of which he has been President of the Board.
He belongs to the Modern Woodmen of America
111.,

G.

was born

in Geneva,

111.,

1

and the Knights of Pythias, being Chairman of
the Committee on Warrants and Charters of
the Illinois Grand Lodge, K. P., and Venerable
Counsel of the

Woodmen Camp

ROBERT HOWIE

at Geneva.

(deceased), farmer, Dun-

Kane County, born near Glasgow,
Sept. 4, 1818, was reared in his native

dee Township,
Scotland,
land,

and there learned farming from a

class

said to produce the best farmers in the world.

came to Dundee. 111., and four or
years later purchased from the Government
the farm on which he now resides, three miles
west of the City of Dundee. Mr. Howie soon
turned his attention to sheep-raising, and for
many years was one of the best known sheepIn 1841 he

five

He was one
few farmers in this region who continued sheep-growing up to the last few years.
In the earlier years he was a breeder of merino sheep, but in his later years gave his attention to the Shropshire breed as best suited
for the Chicago market.
For more than sixty
years Mr. Howie was a patriotic and devoted
citizen of his adopted country. In 1853 he married Miss Ann Hood, who was born at Forfardshire, twenty-five miles from Dundee, Scotland.
Of eleven children born to them, four
are still living; John, in Chicago; and Robert,
James and Anna M. on the old farm. Mr.
Howie died July 3, 1903, retaining his interest
in his business and the affairs of Kane County
raisers in this part of the State.

of

the

to the last.

!l

rora,

111.,

was born

9

pioneer, AuDanbury, Mass., Dec. 3,

(deceased),
in

1797, and died in Aurora. 111., Feb. 29, 1876.
Reared in Danbury, he was given a practical
business education and trained to mercantile
pursuits.
In his early manhood he located in
Geauga County, Ohio, where he was engaged
in

1

rade until

where he

Hawk

to

Mills,

Aurora,

and was

known both as a miller and a merFor many years he was the leading

widely
chant.

man

when he came

1839,

built the Black

"West Side,"

of affairs on the

and exercised much
he was first married

local
to

in

influence.

Aurora,
1817

In

Temperance Perry,

of

South Lee, Mass., who died in 1830. In 1832 he
married Susanna Foot. By his first marriage
were born two sons, and by his second, one
daughter.

CHARLES

L.

was born May

HOYT
10,

(deceased), Aurora,

1824,

in

111.,

South Lee, Mass.,

son of Charles and Temperance (Perry) Hoyt,
and when three years of age was taken by his
parents to Madison, Ohio, whence they removed
six years later to Ohio City, where he attended
the public schools up to 1839. After two years

preparatory school at Tunisburg, Ohio, he
engaged in business when seventeen years of
age, being employed in his lather's store at
Aurora in 1840. There he remained some nine
years, and in 1852 went to California, where
at a

he spent some four years trading in the mining
districts.
Returning to Aurora in 1856, he was
in trade until 1861, when he enCommissary Department of the Army
of the Cumberland, but after two years' service returned to Aurora and opened a real-estate
and insurance office. Mr. Hoyt purchased in
1869 an interest in the factory known as R.
The year following he
L. Carter & Company.
and his brother bought out Mrs. Carter, and
the firm became Hoyt Brothers. In 1873 it was
incorporated as the Hoyt Brothers Manufacturing Company, the stock being owned by the
brothers, Charles L. and L. P. and Willis, a son
The firm dealt in all kinds
of Charles L.
of woodworking machinery, and soon gained a

engaged there
tered the

national

reputation

for

their

products.

Mr.

Hoyt w as President, and carried on the business very successfully until his death, June 8.
Willis Hoyt succeeded him, and the sub1891.
r

sequent history of the plant appears in connection with the sketch of that gentleman. Mr.
Charles L. Hoyt was married in September,
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Mary Gray, daughter of Nicholas
Catherine Gray, of Montgomery, Kane
County, their only son being Willis, already
mentioned. Mr. Hoyt served as Supervisor several years, and also as Alderman of the City of
1847, to Miss

and

father coming to Wisconsin in 1847.
In 1864
he removed to Illinois, where he died on his
farm near Batavia in 1878. After March, 1895,
Mrs. Hoyt lived in Aurora. In November, 1903,
she became the wife of Mr. A. W. Harbour.

Aurora; was also very active in promoting
manufacturing interests and a large stockholder
in the Aurora cotton-mills. He helped organize
the Second National Bank of Aurora, and was
one of its Directors until his death.

JACOB N. HOYT, farmer and dairyman,
Kaneville Township. Kane County, was born
1831, and was
in Concord, N. H., Dec. 15,
quite thoroughly educated in the local schools,
including a term in the Concord High School,
and at Andover, Mass. He became a teacher
and taught in Concord. In 1853 he went to
Cleveland, Ohio, and in 1868 came to Macon
In 1884 he removed to Kane
County, 111.
County, where he bought a farm three miles

southwest of Elburn. Here he has since made
his home. In the Masonic fraternity he ranks
high, having advanced to the rank of a Knight
Templar degree, and being affiliated with the
The residence
Commandery at Sycamore.
where he lives is quite a historic spot. The
first school in the township was taught in the
house in which he now lives, and here was located the first postoflice, known as Avon. Here
Horace Greeley was a guest. Among the older
settlers it is often spoken of as the "Livingston"
farm, because one Livingston, who forged a
check on one of the Vanderbilts for $75,000, had
purchased it. Here he was arrested and taken

back

east.

LYMAN A. HOYT (deceased), was born in
Aurora, 111., June 12, 1859. the son of Lyman
A. Hoyt, and grandson of Charles Hoyt. a
pioneer settler of the county. His youth was
passed on his father's farm, just west of the
Aurora city limits, where he attended both the
public schools and Jennings Academy, and was
trained to a farming life, which he followed on
the old homestead until his death, Oct. 13, 1894.

A

farmer and stock-raiser, and a
affairs, he was highly esteemed
whom he lived, and filled variIn
ous positions of trust and responsibility.
1885 he was married to Miss Sophronia J.
Smith, daughter of George F. Smith, of Batavia, 111.
Miss Smith was born in Wisconsin
but descended from an old Vermont family, her
successful

capable man of
by those among

OTIS HOYT.

CAPTAIN OTIS HOYT

(deceased),

Elgin,

was born in Amesbury, Mass., April 8, 1838,
son ot Enoch and Elizabeth (Williams) Hoyt,
where he was reared to manhood and educated
in the local schools.
In his early manhood he
entered the employ of the Waltham Watch Factory, remaining with that concern until 1861.
In April of that year he enlisted as Sergeant
in Company H. Sixteenth Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry, and departed for the front to do

battle for the Union.
He rose to the rank of
Captain and was mustered out in 1864 with the
expiration of his term of enlistment. He par-

ticipated in all the great actions of the

Army

of

numbering thirty-seven battles and
skirmishes fought while he was in the service,
and was severely wounded at the second battle
of Bull Run.
In October, 1864, he came west
and established his home in Elgin, connecting
himself with the Elgin National Watch Comthe Potomac,

pany, then in process of development, retaining his connection until 1868. when he went to
California, and spent the following year on the
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Coming back

Coast.

to

Illinois,

he joined the

working forces of the Springfield Watch Company, making that city his home for eight years.
At the end of this time he became foreman oi

one of the departments of the National Watch
Company, and returning to Elgin, made that
city his home until his death, June 2, 1885.
He was one of the directors of the Elgin Loan
and Homestead Association, belonged to the G.
A. R., and was a member of the Masonic fraternity. He was married in 1863 to Miss Mary
E. Britton, daughter of Joel and Sarah (West)
Britton, of Waltham, Mass. Mrs. Hoyt, and one
son, Otis West, are at this date (1903) the
surviving members of the family.
Another
son, William Britton, died in 1889.

ROLAND

HOYT,

AUGUSTINE

Ha

HUBBARD,

H.

i

Mayor, Elgin,

was born in Salem, Washtenaw County,
Mich., March 17, 1843, son of Harvey and
Emily (Hamilton) Hubbard.
In
1855 he
went with his father to Minnesota, where that
gentleman had laid out part of Winona, and
111.,

farmer, Elburn,
Nov. 6, 1854; began
his business career as a farmer in 1872, following that occupation until 1892, being interested in various enterprises for nine years
since the latter date, but in 1901 he again
turned his attention to agricultural pursuits.
He was married Feb. 15, 1H87, to Emma Watson.
111.;

C.

retired

born at Kaneville,

WILLIS HOYT,
was born Aug.

25,

111.,

manufacturer, Aurora. 111.,
1848, in Aurora, and was

there reared to manhood, receiving his education

in

the local

Academy, Fulton,
about 1866.

schools and at the Military
111.,

from which he graduated

but was rejected at Cairo.
Entering
a drug store while still a youth, he worked his
way up from a clerkship to the management of
the establishment.
In 1871 he secured an inservice,

wood-working machinery plant of
Hoyt & Brother, and the following year the
company was incorporated under the name of
"The Hoyt & Brother Manufacturing Company,"
Willis Hoyt being named as Secretary and
Treasurer.
In 1887 the style of the firm was
changed to "Hoyt & Bro. Company," Mr. Hoyt
terest in the

still

retaining his former position.

When

his

father died in 1893 he became President of the

Company, and continued in that position until
1897. The plant was then taken into the American Wood-working Machinery Company of New
Jersey, but has since been reincorporated un-

der the laws of Pennsylvania, Mr.

man

Hoyt being

Aurora branch. He is an
also in the Knights of
Pythias Order. In 1874 he married Miss Jennie
L. Budlong, of Oswego, 111.

advisory

A.

11.

Hl'BRAItl).

In 1864 he enlisted in the 100-day

for the

active Mason, as he

is

was an extensive
State.

real-estate

He graduated from

mal School

at

Winona, and

operator in that

the Minnesota Norin 1861

went

to St.

Paul to enlist in the Union army, but was persuaded by General Sibley to enter his service
as special messenger to carry communications
between the military posts and forts of the
Northwest during the Indian troubles of that
period. For three years he was engaged in this
service, almost day and night in the saddle, and
facing every kind of danger. In 1864 he went
to Chicago, and after a full course of study
was graduated from Eastman's Business College, and for the next three years was engaged
in dairy-farming in English Prairie, McHenry
County, 111. In 1871 he came to Elgin and entered the office of R.

and Clerk

W. Padelford, City

of the Court,

Clerk,

forming a partnership

with him in the insurance business; in 1877
elected Magistrate, and has held that office
continuously for twenty-six years.
In April,
1903, he was elected Mayor of Elgin.
His first

was
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marriage occurred in 1870, with Miss Martha
After her death
L. Hatch, of English Prairie.
he married, in 1900, Miss Clara Pettis, of El-

of Princeton

gin.

gaged in merchandising there until 1837, when
he sold out and removed to Sangamon County,
111., where he farmed for five years thereafter.
While there he became acquainted with some

SPENCER

B.

HULS,

Charles, merchant,

St.

was born in Seneca County, N.
1828, and educated in the schools
county.

company

Y.,

June

16.

of his native

In 1843 he arrived in St. Charles in
with his parents, and was there en

in farming until 1866, in the meantime
taking a trip to California in 1850 during the
gold-mining period, and remaining there four
years.
In 1868 he established the retail groMr. Huls
cery in which he is still engaged.
was the first City Treasurer, and has served as

gaged

Alderman four terms. In 1854 he was married
to Miss Mary J. Mallory, daughter of B. D.
Mallory, both natives
Henderson
and Ann
of Yates County, N. Y.
One son. S. S. Huls.
(

is

)

a partner with his father in the grocery busi-

ness.

CLARK

M.

HUMISTON

(deceased), farmer,

Kane County, was born in Connecticut in 1822, and came to Illinois in 1853, settling in De Kalb County, where he remained
for twenty years, when he bought a farm in
Kane County, on which he lived until his death,
which occurred in November, 1884. For a numKaneville,

ber of years he was Supervisor of the town of

He

De Kalb County.

Pierce,

Masonic

fraternity.

Elizabeth

Price,

who

About
bore

belonged to the
he married

Charles,
1812;

B.

111.;

came

HUNT,

T.

him

thirteen

chil-

retired

Charles,

merchant,

111.,

in

1836,

St.
19.

where

he engaged in the mercantile business in 1838
which he conducted until 1850, when he built
a tannery.
Mr. Hunt's tannery was destroyed
by fire in 1861, and he then established a hardware store, which he conducted until 1890, when
he retired from active business life. He was
married Oct. 2, 1842, to Harriet H. Lathrop.
and they have one son, F. B.. who is now

Mayor

lished his

and trained
In

to mercantile pursuits
he came west and estab-

1853

home

Batavia,

in

He was

111.

en-

of the distinguished Illinoisans of that period,

the most

whom was Abraham

noted of

Lin-

In 1862 he returned to Batavia and soon

coln.

afterward

enlisted

service in the

in

War

the

Union

Army

for

He was
One Hundred

of the Rebellion.

mustered into Company B, of the
and Twenty-fourth Illinois Volunteer Infantry
Regiment and was mustered out in 1865, at the
end of three full years of active service. In
the course of this service he participated in
the battles at Port Gibson,

Champion

Raymond, Jackson,

of Vicksburg, the
Spanish Fort, and two other sieges,
and fourteen other engagements and skirmishes.
In all he was under the fire of the
enemy eighty-two days and sixty nights. At
the close of the war he returned to Batavia
and in 1871 became head of the mercantile firm
of Hunt & Davis, with which he was identified
until 1891, when he retired from business.
Since then he has been called upon to settle
a number of bankrupt estates in addition to
He marlooking after his property interests.
ried in 1841 Miss Catherine F. Ross, daughter of Robert R. Ross, of Princeton, N. J.
Hills,

the

siege

siege of

F. B.

HUNT,

in the city

born at Abington, Mass., Oct.

to St.

boy.

1851

dren, and died in the fall of 1898.

MA.I.

as a

merchant,

where he now

St.

Charles.

resides,

111.:

June

1,

born
1848;

educated in the public schools of St. Charles
and Fulton Military Academy; engaged in the
hardware business with his father in early
manhood, and in the spring of 1886 removed
to Iowa, where he purchased a ranch and raised
horses; returned to St. Charles in 1897, where

he has since been engaged in the hardware
Mr. Hunt has served his city as
School Director. Police Magistrate and Mayor.
He married Miss Barritt Flint, and they have
four children F. O. Bertha L.. Eva May and
business.

—

Effie

W.

of St. Charles.

HENRY

EDWARD

HUNT,

merchant. Ba
tavia, was born in Princeton, N. J.. July 22,
1817, son of William and Eleanor
Schenck
Hunt, both of whom came of Revolutionary ancestors.
He was educated in the public schools
L.

retired

(

HUNT,

pioneer merchant and
born in Brandon, Vt., April
19, 1819, in the same house in which Stephen A.
Douglas was born, went into Western New
York with his father when a boy, and there
E.

banker, Dundee.

grew

to

111.,

manhood.

In the early history of that
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institution,
lege.

he was a student

at

Oberlin ColAnn Ed-

In 1840 he married Miss Esther

wards in New York. Two years later the young
married couple came to Illinois, and made their
home at Dundee, where Mr. Hunt started a

823

when he was appointed Superintendent of
he plant, and which office he held until Jan.
1903, when his present position was created
Mr.
for him.
In politics he is a Republican.
Hunter is a stockholder in the Elgin National
1872,
1

1

.

pioneer store. Winning success in this enterhe established the first banking house in
the village of Dundee, the management of which

Watch Company, the Home National and

prise,

Home

he retained in his own hands until his retirement from business, when it was entrusted to

Century and the Country Clubs of Elgin, and
has long been active in Monitor Lodge, A. F.
& A. M.

his son-in-law, Edgar C. Hawley.
He was also
a large landowner, and a thoroughly practical
farmer. For fourteen years he was on the Kane
County Board of Supervisors, and was a member of the State Board of Equalization from

Kane County District four years. To Mr.
Hunt and Mrs. Hunt have been born nine chilthe

dren, of
of

whom

them (Mrs.

four were living in
E. C.

Hawley) on the

1903. one

old

home-

stead at Dundee.

last

named

He

corporation.

GEORGE

the

Banks, and a director of the

Savings

is

a

member

of the

HUNTER,

Superintendent Elgin
was born in Waltham, Mass.. Nov. 29, 1859, son of George
Hunter, and was brought by his parents to
Elgin, Dec. 26, 1864, where he attended the public schools, graduating from the Elgin Academy
in 1877.
The same year he entered the Watch
Factory as an apprentice in the machinery department to serve three years. He remained in
this department six years, when he was appointed assistant foreman of the escapement
department in 1883, and was made foreman of
the same room in 1885.
In 1888 he was made
Assistant Superintendent in charge of the mechanical branch of the work, holding this position until Jan. 1, 1903, when he was appointed
Superintendent with full charge, his father having been promoted on that day to the office of
Consulting Superintendent. "The Watch Factory has grown from a capacity of but a few
hundred in 1871, to a capacity of 2,000 a day
under George and George E. Hunter."
Mr
E.

Watch Factory,

Elgin,

111.,

member

of the American Society
Engineers, and is now serving
his second term on the Elgin Library Board.
He was married in 1885 to Miss Belle M. Taylor,
of New York, and is the father of two sons
and a daughter by this union. Donald Taylor.

Hunter

is

a

of Mechanical

the

oldest

was appointed to the United
Academy at Annapolis, Md., May

son,

States Naval
20,

Bell

the other two children are Marjorie
and George Richard.

1903;

GEORGE HUNTER.

HUNTER (deceased). Batavia,
long identified with the stonequarrying interests of Kane County, was born
in Ida, Mich., Aug. 10, 1838, son of Benjamin
and Anna (Miller) Hunter, where he was reared
to manhood and educated in the local schools.
In his early manhood he came to Illinois and
was engaged in the railway service, and also
In 1868 he established his home
in farming.
THOMAS

GEORGE HUNTER,

Consulting Superinten-

dent National Watch Company, Elgin, 111., was
horn in Wendell, Mass., Nov. 13, 1834, and educated in the public

schools.

He

learned the

machinist trade and came to Elgin in 1864 to
install the machinery department of the National Watch Company.
Mr. Hunter served as
foreman of the machinery department until

111.,

M.

who was
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in Batavia,

Stevens,

and entered the employ of Isaac

who was

operating

extensive

S.

stone-

quarries at that place. For several years prior
to his death, which occurred at Batavia, March
24, 1900, he was superintendent of these quarries,

and was widely known among those

en-

gaged in the building trades. He served one
term as a member of the Batavia Board of Almarried Miss Elviza
dermen.
In 1871 he
Tracey, of Raisinville, Mich. She died in Batavia, in 1883, and in 1888 he married Miss

Elizabeth White, daughter of Charles White, of
New York.

Miss Katherine, daughter of Major H. K. WolBatavia.

cott, of

DAVID W. HURD
merchant, Aurora,

(deceased), pioneer and

111.,

born in Londonderry,
John Hurd, who

Ireland, Sept. 22, 1823, son of

came

America as a British, soldier durof 1812.
The' father emigrated
with his family to America in 1832, locating
at Utica, N. Y. David W. Hurd was a schoolmate of Thomas L. James, afterward Postmaster-General, and James H. Roberts, for some
first

to

War

ing the

years later United States Senator. Eater the
family removed to Hamilton, Ont., where David

manhood with an education largely
He was trained to business in
the house of John Winer & Co., and at twentyone years of age was sent to New York on the
W. grew

to

self-obtained.

for the firm, remaining there until
During that year he came to Aurora, 111.,
and bought a drug store from Gilbert Walker,
which he carried on as long as he lived. In
time he became wealthy, and "Hurd's chestnut store," so-called on account of its painting,
was a land-mark in the business center. He

business
1860.

did

much

to

help in various business enterprises

and contributed materially to the growth of Aurora. In politics he was a Democrat and in religion a member of the New England Congregational church. In 1847 he married Miss Maria Gibell, of New York City, who still lives
in Aurora.
Mr. Hurd died March 13, 1886. Besides his wife three sons and four daughters

With the exception of one son in
Pittsburg and one in Philadelphia, all are living in Aurora (1903). The present homestead
has been occupied by the family since 1865.

survive.

HARRY

T.

HUNTER,

lumber and coal mer-

chant and stone-quarry operator, Batavia, was
born in Batavia, 111., Jan. 19, 1875, son ot
Thomas M. and Elviza (Tracy) Hunter, and
obtained his education in the Batavia public
schools.
His first business engagement was
with the legal firm of Alschuler & Murphy, Aurora, after which he was for a time with the

Newton Wagon Company, at Batavia. When
nineteen years of age he began his business career in the lumber and coal trade, in which he
has continued to the present time. Some years
since he was elected an Alderman of Batavia,
and is the youngest man ever called to serve
Batavia in That capacity. In 1898 he married

DANIEL HYDE (deceased), pioneer settler,
Batavia Township, Kane County; born at Strafford, Orange County, Vt., March 30, 1819; obtained

a common-school

trained to farming;

education,

came west

and

was

in 1S38, locating

Michigan, but shortly afterwards re111., and
purchased a
farm near Batavia, where he passed the remainder of his life. He died June 20, 1862. His
wile, Ellen C. Hyde, was born in Brattleboro,

at first in

moved

to

Kane County,

11, 1825, and came to Kane County
She was reared and educated in New
York State, where she taught school, and after
coming to Kane County taught one of the

Vt.,

in

June

1844.

pioneer private schools of the county at Mill
She married Mr. Hvde in 1845 at the

Creek.
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old homestead about one mile west of Batavia,
where she still resides. She has been a continuous resident of Kane County for nearly sixty
years, and is one of the most widely known
of

the pioneer

women now

living.
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and Mildred, of Chicago.
John
Ingham, another son of Col. Samuel S., was
born in Sugar Grove Township, Kane County,
Oct. 19, 1857, educated in the public schools, and
in the Sugar Grove Academy, became a farmer
and stock-raiser. In 1880 he associated himself with his brother in farming and stockraising, and they have since carried on business
together.
In 1S85 he married Miss Catherine
Cook, daughter of Peter Cook, of Aurora.
of Aurora,

COL. SAMUEL S. INGHAM (deceased), was
born in New York City, May 24, 1801, son of
Joseph and Sally (Starr) Ingham. His father
was a sailor in early life, but later settled in
Steuben, Oneida County, N. Y., on lands belonging to the Baron Steuben Grant, having
several retired sea captains near him, and there
spent the remainder of his life as a farmer.

Here Samuel S. Ingham grew to manhood, following farming until 1839, when he came to
Illinois and located on Government land in the
Town of Sugar Grove, Kane County. In 1842,
when these lands came into market, he bid in
the entire township under an arrangement with
the "Sugar Grove Claim Association," for the
protection

of

the

settlers.

here until his death, March

many

JOSEPH INGHAM
farmer, stock-raiser and
County, born Oct. 18, 1839,

ex-Recorder of Kane
son of Col. Samuel S. Ingham, above mentioned,
was educated in the public schools and at Lombard University, Galesburg. He was a farmer
«ntil 1861, when he enlisted in the Thirty-sixth
Illinois Volunteer Infantry for service in the
Civil

War, was mustered

in

Sept.

21st,

Army

and was mustered out in October, 1864. After
his return home he resumed farming and also
helped to organize the Kane County Farmers'
Institute.
In 1892 he was elected Recorder of
Kane County, serving four years. He had previously been Assessor of Sugar Grove Township for twelve years, and has long been a
recognized leader of the Republican party in

Kane County, frequently serving
political conventions.

his

arrival

1864, he held

of

the

in all

welfare

movements
of

the

for the promo-

people

of

Kane

County. In 1838 he married Miss Nancy Owens,
of Oneida County, N. Y., and their children
who lived to maturity were: Joseph, Squire.
John and Adaline (now Mrs. Spencer of Aurora).
Joseph, John and Adaline were living
in 1903; Squire died in 1895.

par-

Ridge and in all
of the Cumberland,

ticipated in the battle of Pea

the campaigns of the

tion

17,

positions of trust and responsibility, and

was a leader

JOSEPH INGHAM,

From

as delegate in

In 1869 he was married

to Miss Elizabeth
Strickland,
daughter of
George Strickland, an Aurora pioneer, and they
have had three children:
Samuel S.. now of
Clay County, 111.; Mrs. Sarah Ingham Tarble.

E.

KINNEY ISBELL,

retired railroad

man,

Aurora, was born at Lenox, Mass., Oct. 17. 1833,
educated at Lenox Academy, and trained to a
farming life. In 1854 he came west with his
father, with whom he engaged in farming until
the death of the latter placed upon the son
the responsibility of providing for the support
of the family. In 1860 Mr. Isbell entered the
service of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy
Railroad Company as a locomotive fireman,
three years later becoming an engineer, and
during his twenty-two years of service in this
position, had the almost unique record of having never had a passenger killed and but one
injured through his own fault. In 1885 he retired from railroading to devote his attention to
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his considerable real-estate interests;

the

of

original

stockholders

in

the

was one
Aurora

Cotton Mills, of the old Second National Bank,
of the Aurora National Bank, besides being
the owner of valuable farm property in Kane
County. In 1869 he married Miss Alice C.
Hitchcock, who was born in Connecticut, and
accompanied her parents to Aurora in 1855.

and

JAMES ISBBLL

(deceased),

1779;

10,

for

grew up

in that State

was

pioneer,

born in Bloomfleld, Ontario County, N.

and

May

Y..

left

there

the "West in 1834, driving through to his

destination with two yoke of oxen and reached
Sugar Grove, May 10, of that year; became the

permanent white settler in the township.
passed the latter years of his life at Batime after
tavia. 111., and died there some

first

He

1877.

CLINTON F. IRWIN, lawyer and Federal
Judge of the Second District of Oklahoma, was
born in Franklin Grove, Lee County. 111.. Jan.
parents to Maple
1, 1854, removed with his
Park, Kane County, in 1860; was educated in
Maple Park public schools, at Wheaton College and Valparaiso (Ind.) Normal School; in
1872 began teaching, which he continued until
1879, when, having studied law, he was admitted
to the bar.
He began practice at Maple Park,
but in 1883 opened an office at Elgin, becoming senior member of the firm of Irwin & Egan.
In February, 1S09, he was appointed by President McKinley Territorial Judge of the Second
District of Oklahoma, and in 1903 was reappointed by President Roosevelt.
He married
Miss Julia Egan, of Elgin, in 1880.

RICHARD

P.

JACKMAN.

manufacturer. El-

was born at Goffstown, N. H., Dec. 16,
1834, the son of Jonathan M. and Elvira (Chessman) Jackman, who were of New England ancestry.
The son was educated in the public
schools of his native State, and in his early
gin.

111.,

manhood learned

the trade of molder. In 1856
he removed to Iowa, where, for a time he represented an Eastern mercantile house, but later
returning to New Hampshire, he remained there
until 1865,

lished his

was head

when he came
home in Elgin.

and estabFor many years he

to Illinois

of the firm of R. P.

Jackman & Son,

iron founders and machinists, which he had es-

tablished and built up, but later the plant

was

sold

to

the

Thereafter

Elgin

Manufacturing

Company.

a retired life until his
death, which occurred in Denver, Colo., Nov.
He was one of the founders and the
16, 1900.
first President of the Elgin Loan and Homestead Association, and one of the organizers of
the Elgin City Railway Company, serving on
the first

he

Board

lived

of Directors',

was

also identified

with other Elgin corporations in an official capacity and as a stockholder.
For four years
he was a member of the Elgin Board of Aldermen, and his fraternal connections were with
the Masonic Order, in which he had attained the
degree of Knight Templar. In 1857 he married
Miss Samantha Clark, daughter of George and
Abigail (Berry) Clark, of Norwich, Vt., and
their children are:
George L. and Mrs. Isabel (Jackman) Joslyn.
Their son, George L.
Jackman. was born in Nashua, N. H., Nov. 20,
1860, and received his education in the Elgin
Academy, graduating in the class of 1876. Soon
after leaving school he became junior member
of the firm of R. P. Jackman & Son, and was
identified with the iron industry until 1892.
He is a Thirty-second Degree Mason, affiliating
with Oriental Consistory and Medinah Temple,
Chicago. Bethel Commandery. Loyal Legion,

and other organizations.

HERMAN

N. JANES, merchant. Aurora, born
East Berkshire, Vt.. Dec. 27, 1849, son of
Nelson L. Janes, whose career is briefly noted
elsewhere in this volume, was brought by his
family in 1853 to Racine, Wis., where the son
secured his early education. In 1865 the family removed to Aurora, and here Herman N.
was graduated from the High School. Some
years later be went to Elgin and was there connected with the National Watch Company for a
year, but returning to Aurora bought a small
furniture store, which proved the modest beginning of a large business. In 1880 he bought
Newland block, which he increased to three
times its original size, and now uses all the
space it affords in bis business. A natural mechanic, much of his leisure time is given to the
finishing and decoration of his house in fine
woodwork. In 1876 he married Miss Mary R.
Weeks, only daughter of Charles Weeks, an
old-time merchant of Aurora.
Mr. and Mrs.
Janes have traveled much throughout the
United States and Canada.
Their living children are:
Charles N., Mabel H., Carrie B..
Grace M. and Donald R.
in
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L.

JANES

(deceased), pioneer, Au-

was born in Berkshire, Vt., Aug. 26.
1816, and was reared on a farm, where he received a very fair education. In 1854 he came
to the West as a representative of the Fairbanks Scale Company, and for many years (raveled extensively throughout the Northwest in
For about ten years he had his
its interest.
home at Racine, Wis., but in 1865 removed to
Aurora, where his remaining years were spent.
Here he proved himself a useful and publicspirited citizen. His private residence was a fine
structure, and he built several handsome houses
which added to the appearance of the city. He
was a member of the old New England Congregational church, and one of its most liberal and
The American Bible Soreliable supporters.
rora,

111.,

ciety,

to the

as

well as other

member
Ward.

Hi

of the City Council

He was married

from the Second
Miss

Oct. 25, 1859, to

Elizabeth A., daughter of Allen

Dundee.

She died

in

S. Hollister,

Elgin Jan.

13,

of

1897.

organizations looking
in him a generous

public good, found

His death occurred April 3, 1900, in
year.
His widow, who was
Miss Harriet Hawley Stone, survived him until
May 12, 1903. His living children are Mrs. C.
W. Anthony and H. N. Janes, both of Aurora.
friend.

his eighty-fourth

DENNISON R. JENCKS, pioneer and retired
merchant, Elgin, 111., was born Oct. 13, 1837, in
Adams, Mass., son of Henry Jencks, and came
His father obwith his parents to Illinois.
tained a farm near Barrington, Cook County,
where he remained until 1855, when he sold
out, and moving his family to Dundee, embarked
in the grocery business at that point, which he
continued for a few years. There Dennison R.
Jencks obtained employment as a clerk when
fifteen years old, first with a drug firm, with
which he remained for eight years, when he
went into the drug business for himself as the

Fit EI) AV.

JENCKS

FRED W. JENCKS, Insurance Agent and
Manager Opera House, Elgin. 111., was born
July

6,

1861,- in

Dundee,

111.,

a son of

D.

R.

Oatman & Jencks.

came with his parents to Elgin in
1872.
His education was secured in the city
schools and in Elgin Academy, and when only
sixteen years old he entered upon the insurance
business, doing a general fire and life-work, in
which he was decidedly successful. In 1886 he
became manager of the Elgin Opera House, and

This firm remained unchanged for three years,
when Mr. Jencks sold out, and became a partner with C. F. Hall in the dry-goods and grocery
trade.
Two years later Mr. Jencks disposed of
his interest in this enterprise to Mr. Hall, and
opened a clothing house and shoe store, which
he conducted in Dundee until 1873. Then removing to Elgin, he carried on his business
there for a year, when he retired to take up
a general insurance business, in which he was
engaged until 1893, during that year retiring
in favor of his son. Mr. Jencks was Postmaster
of Dundee for six years, and Assistant Supervisor four years.
For thirteen years he was

has continued in charge to the present time.
At the same time he became city bill poster in
connection with the opera house business. He
served as Alderman from the Second Ward two
terms— from 1S95 to 1899— and from 1901 to
19C3 was President of the Water Board; was
also President of the Illinois State Bill-Posters'
Association from 1890 to 1896, and is at present a Trustee of the Association. He is a member of the M. W. of A., and of the Benevolent
and Protective Order of Elks, being a trustee
of the latter; is also a member of the Kane
Lodge I. O. O. F. In 1884 Mr. Jencks married
Miss Mary Ryne. of Elgin.

junior

member

of the firm of

Jencks, and
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JOHN
born

at

T.

JENCKS,

Barrington,

Elgin,

druggist,

111.,

Feb.

20,

1850;

111.;

edu-

cated in the schools of his native village and
Oberlin College (Ohio); employed by the North-

western Railroad Company from 1870 to 1892
brakeman and conductor. Since 1898 he
has conducted a drug store in Elgin, which
is known as The Elks Drug Store.
Mr. Jencks
was married first in 1878 to Miss Hattie Morse,
who died in 1896. In 1897 he married his second wife. Miss Cora B. Hammond, of Harvard,
as

111.

WILLIAM

F.

JOBBINS

(deceased), manufac-

turer and inventor, Aurora,

111.,

was born

in

Worcester, Eng., June 29, 1836, where he was
reared and given training as an accountant. In
his young manhood he engaged in manufacturing in London, where he remained until 1865.

He then came to the United States, establishing
home in New York City, where he became
a member of the clothing manufacturing firm
of Rogers, Feet & Co.
While connected with
his

house he improved and brought into pracuse the noted cloth-cutting machine, now
so widely used by clothing manufacturers. Becoming half owner of the patents taken out on
this device and its improvements, he began the
manufacture of the machine in New York. This
machine has since been sold not only throughout this country and Canada but in England,
and royalties are still paid the originators of
the enterprise. About 1888 Mr. Jobbins ceased
his connection with the management of the
business, and shortly after came west for the
purpose of making investments. As a result he
purchased a tract of land in Aurora, where he
established the Chemical Works, since become
widely known, for the manufacture of machinery and chemicals used by all soap-makers in
the making of glycerine. Mr. Jobbins continued
his residence and general office in New York until 1896, when he removed with his family to
Aurora. He built up a large industry here,
which is still carried on under the old name, being now under the management of his son, F.
Hedley Jobbins. Mr. Jobbins died March 16.
1901, in Greenwich, Conn., to which place he
had gone for medical treatment. His widow,
horn Frances Hobson, a native of Worcester,
Eng still resides in Aurora. Mr. Jobbins was
long interested in the work of the Y. M. C.
A., took an active part in promoting it and
was a generous contributor to its funds. He was
this

tical

in the Presbyterian church for many
years while living in the East, but after coming West was one of the chief supporters of
the New England Congregational church.

an elder

CHARLES

B. JOHNSON, M. D., physician,
born in Batavia, Jan.. 25, 1867, son
of Spencer and Sarah (Chaffee) Johnson
the
father being a native of New York, and the
mother, of Vermont. Charles B. Johnson was
reared and educated in Batavia; read medicine
in Chicago, graduated from Rush Medical College in 1892, and practiced medicine in Batavia in 1893 and 1S94, and in Chicago from
1894 until 1900.
The latter year he returned
to Batavia to resume his medical practice there,
which he has continued to the present time
(1903). He is in general practice, which is
growing quite steadily.
He belongs to the
American Medical Association, and the Fox
River Valley Medical Society. In 1895 he married Miss Cora E. Leach, of Chicago.

Batavia,

111.;

—

PETER JOHNSON, farmer. Elburn, Kane
County, was born Nov. 10, 1850. in Sweden,
where he was educated. He came to the United
States while still quite a young man, and in
1870 was employed in lumbering in Michigan.
In 1877 he came to Kane County, where he
has become a very successful farmer, having
charge of one thousand acres of lands belonging to John Stewart. For the year 1902 he was
Vice-President
Swedish Republican
of
the
League of Illinois.
He is a member of the
Swedish Lutheran church, and was married
Sept. 20, 1882, to Johanna Mattison.

PETER

H. JOHNSON (deceased), pioneer setborn on Staten Island, N. Y., April 30.
1798; was one of the founders of Tompkinsville, N. Y.
where he engaged in merchandising; came to Kane County, 111., in 1842, and
purchased 325 acres of land in Blackberry
Township at what became known as Johnson's
Mound. He was twice married, his first wife,
whom he married in 1821, was Miss Ann Bogarl. who died in 1S67.
In 1870 he married
Mrs. F. B. Morehouse, who was born at Fowlervill<=, N. Y., in 1827.
She survives her husband
and now lives in Batavia. Mr. Johnson died in
tler;

Batavia.

March

WILLIAM
geon, Aurora,

S.

29.

1892.

JOHNSON,

111.;

physician and surborn in the city where he
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now
cal

resides, Nov.

College

in

1859; entered

9,

1879,

receiving

medicine from that institution

Rush Medi-

his

degree of
subse-

in 1882;

quently- took a post-graduate course at the

same

institution, giving special attention to surgery

and

clinical

fession at

work;

began practicing his

his home in Aurora, where he has
ducted a successful practice. In 1882 the
tor was married to Miss Rose Cobb, of
drew, Jackson County, Iowa, who died in

made

rora, Dec.

pro-

Bellevue, Iowa, but since 1890 has

7,

con-

Doc-

AnAu-

1902.

'

Warne, who settled in DuPage County in 1834,
and was one of the widely known pioneers of
early day.

Mrs. Jones survives her hus-

band and is a resident of Batavia. Few now
living have so broad a knowledge of the early
history of this portion of the State, her recollections going back to the Pottawatomie period,

and her descriptions

of pioneer

days and ex-

periences are extremely interesting.

Always

devoted to the doing of good, she is noted for
her kindness to her neighbors in time of sickness and distress, and her memory lingers like
a benediction with the younger
generation.
She has frequently nursed in families where
contagious diseases were prevailing, but has
always escaped the contagion. Born in Warren
County, N. J., in 1826, the twin sister of Mrs.
Gates, the mother of John W. Gates, of Chicago,
Mrs. Jones preserves in her family many historic relics, including a bowl and tea-pot made
in the first china-ware factory established in
the United States, and a pair of the first shears
manufactured in this country. She has also
gathered much valuable historical data, and is
regarded as unquestioned authority on the early
settlement and development of the country in
which she has lived seventy years.

MAYER

A.

landing at Baltimore, Md., where lie
After this he came to

spent some six months.
Missouri, and

spent

two and a half years

in

he located in Chicago,
where he engaged in business when just twentyone years of age. The following year he came
to Geneva, where for two years he was engaged
in the dry-goods trade, when he sold out, and
established a flour, feed and coal business, with
which he is still connected. Mr. Joshel was
married to Miss Anna Swanson, of Geneva, 111.,
St.

Joseph.

In 1891

in 1895.

ALBERT H. JONES (deceased), Batavia, 111.,
born in Whitehall, N. Y., March 19, 1824, came
with his parents to DuPage County, 111., in
1838, and was reared on the farm which his
father bought from the Government.
He lived
thirty-nine years on a farm in DuPage County,
and then removed to Batavia, where he die r
Sept. 14, 1898.
Fifty years before he had married Miss Susan Warne, daughter of John

that

in 1886,
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JOSHEL, merchant. Geneva.

111.,

was born in Touraggen, Russia, April 24, 1870,
and was educated in the private schools of his
native country. He came to the United States

FRANK

W. JOSLYN, lawyer.

Elgin,

111.,

was

born in Elgin, April 27, 1860. the son of Col.
Padelford
Joslyn,
Edward S. and Jennie
(

)

received his educational training in the public

schools and at the Elgin Academy, graduating

from the latter institution in the class of 1881.
He was admitted to the bar in 1884, and has
since been in active practice in Elgin; was
elected City Attorney of Elgin in 1885; appointed Master in Chancery for the City Court
of Elgin in 1889; elected State's Attorney of
Kane County in 1892, and re-elected in 1896,
serving eight years. Mr. Joslyn has been prominent in the councils and campaigns of the Republican party, and has also taken a prominent part in most of the fraternal organizations, being affiliated with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the Knights of Pythias.
the Elks and Modern Woodmen of America,
was organizer of the Lodge of Woodmen in
Elgin, and for four years was consulting attorney of the order throughout its entire jurisdiction.
In 1886 Mr. Joslyn married Miss Carrie A. Mead, daughter of Frank W. and Emma
111.
A. Mead, formerly of McHenry County.
They have one son, Paul Mead Joslyn.

ROBERT W. JOSLYN, Secretary Elgin Loan
& Homestead Association, Elgin, III.; born in
Elgin, Sept. 25,

1864;

educated in the public

schools of his native city; began his business
career as an employe in the Elgin Watch Factory;

later

became a clerk

in

the First

Na-

tional Bank, and has held his present position

Mr. Joslyn was married
1888.
Miss Isabel E. Jackman, of Elgin.

since
to

DEXTER

C.

JUDD,

Sr.

(

deceased

).

in

1888

pioneer;

was born in Connecticut of English ancestry,
and early removed to New York, whence he
came to Illinois about 1834. A blacksmith and

HISTORY OF KANE COUNTY.

8 3o

an axe-maker by trade, he is said by an old
settler to have been the first man "to pound
iron" in Elgin, where he worked at his trade
for a year or two.
He soon went back to the
Bast, and resumed his trade in New York,
where he lived until his death in 1848. He was
a brother of Thomas Judd, the well-known
pioneer of Sugar Grove Township.

DEXTER

C.

JUDD

(deceased),

pioneer

Sugar Grove, Kane County, 111., was
born in Charlemont. Mass., March 11, 1822, and
at eight years of age removed with his parents
to Warren County, N. Y., where he attained his
majority.
While a lad he learned the blacksmith trade, working at this trade and axe-makfarmer,

ing until

he came west in 1850, settling in

Sugar Grove Township, Kane County, 111.,
Here he purchased a farm, to which he thereafter gave most of his attention, though meanwhile working part of the time at his trade.

The later years of his life he spent in Aurora,
where he died in 1893. Twice Clerk of Sugar
Grove Township, he held other

local positions.

His wife (born Eliza Brown) was a native of
New York, where she was reared and educated.
Her death occurred in 1892. The surviving
members of this family are Asahel T. and Sarson L. Judd, of Sugar Grove, and Samuel B.
and Charles D. Judd of Aurora.

PERCY G. JUDD, farmer and stock-raiser,
Sugar Grove Township, Kane County, 111.; born
in the township where he now resides, Nov. 1,
1865, son of Thomas and Electa (Rice) Judd;
was educated at the Sugar Grove Normal and
Industrial Institute, founded by his father and
others, and began his business career as a
farmer. In 1886 he went -to Sherman County,
Kans., where he lived for ten years, and in
the meantime was engaged in farming and
teaching school. Returning to Illinois in 1896,
he engaged in farming and stock-raising in
Sugar Grove Township near the place of his
birth, but later removed to the vicinity of
Roland, Manitoba, where he invested in lands.
He served for some time as a member of the
Sugar Grove Township Board of School Trustees.
Mr. Judd was married in 1889 to Miss
Edith Williams, of Goodland, Kans.
.

PHILIP N. JUDD, farmer and stock-raiser.
Sugar Grove Township, Kane County, 111.; born
at East Charlemont, Mass., Aug. 25, 1863, son
of Thomas and Electa (Rice) Judd; grew to
manhood on his father's farm in Sugar Grove
Township, and obtained his education at the
Sugar Grove Normal and Industrial Institute.
After the death of his parents, he conducted a
farm at Sugar Grove for one year, and then
removed to Kansas, where he pre-empted a
tract of

ASAHEL

JUDD, eldest of the four sons,
was born in Warren County, N. Y., March 21
in
Sugar
1844, but was reared to manhood
Grove Township, Kane County, and educated
T.

in the local schools.

In the fall of 1862 he en-

One Hundred and Twenty-fourth
Volunteer Infantry, and was in the
Union service during three years of the Civil
War. His regiment was assigned to the Western Army, and he saw much active service, parlisted

in the

Illinois

ticipating in the battles of
siege

of

Champion

Hills, the

Vicksburg and many minor engage-

After the war he returned to Kane
County and resumed farming. In later years

ments.

he has given special attention to stock feeding,
in which he has been very successful.
Mr.
Judd is a Mason, and has been affiliated with
Aurora Lodge No. 254 since 1865. In 1868 he

married Miss Elizabeth Reynolds, daughter of
Silas Reynolds, one of the pioneers of Kane
County, a sketch of whom is found on another
page.
Their only child, Ira R., is now connected with a Batavia manufacturing firm.

government

land.

After living in Kan-

sas several years, during which time he travthe Rocky MounSugar Grove, where

eled exlensively throughout
tain region, he returned to

he engaged in farming and stock-raising. Mr.
Judd has served as Collector of his township.
In 1897 he was married to Miss Maggie Booth,
daughter of John W. Booth, of Ghana, 111., and
they have two children Charlotte and Wesley

—

T. Judd.

SARSON L. JUDD (deceased), farmer and
merchant. Sugar Grove. Kane County, 111.; born
in Warner County, N. Y., March 14, 1849, son
of Dexter C. Judd, and grandson of Sarson L.
Judd, a venerable pioneer of the county, who
has been deceased many years; was reared in
the town of Sugar Grove, where he received a
public school education, and was trained to a

Soon after

his

to Iroquois County,

111.,

farming

marriage he rewhere he farmed
six years, and then returned to Kane County to
settle on his father's old homestead, which he
purchased and owned up to the time of his

moved

life.
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While engaged in farming and stockJudd was for many years a large
dealer in live stock, and after 1897 dealt in coal,
lumber and agricultural implements on an extensive scale in Sugar Grove Village, to which
he removed in 1896. He was a prominent Reto
publican, and often served as delegate
County, Congressional and State Conventions of
For nine years he was a member
the party.
of the Board of Supervisors.
His first wife,
born Mary Gillett, daughter of Lewis H. Gillett, pioneer, died in 1894, leaving two sons,
Lewis D. and Clarence, now well-known young
farmers of Sugar Grove Township.
In 1895
Mr. Judd married Miss Susie Kauth, daughter
of Michael Kauth, of Sugar Grove Township.
Mr. Judd died at his home in Sugar Grove, Feb.
27, 1904, at the age of 53 years, 11 months and

proposing

death.

there,

raising, Mr.

enterprise.

to

He was

«3'
donate generously
a

member

of

to

the

the Consti-

tutional Convention of 1847, served as one of

the Supervisors of

Kane County, and

positions of trust and responsibility.

filled

many

Through-

was one of the most influential
Kane County, and his death brought

his life he

out

men

of

and friends a deep sense or
Mr. Judd was married
in 1858 to Miss Electa S. Rice, of Charlemont,
Mass., who met her death in a railway accident
at Downers Grove, 111., a few months after the
death of her husband, which occurred Jan. 11.
1881. The living children of Mr. and Mrs. Judd
are:
Philip N., Percy G., Mrs. Ermina (Judd)
Booth. Andrew T., Sugar Grove, 111.; Frank L.
of Los Angeles, Cal.; Roy D. Judd, of Gardner,
Mass., and Charlotte M., of St. Louis, Mo.
to

his neighbors

personal bereavement,

24 days.

LEWIS

THOMAS JUDD
born in Bast
Mass., Sept.

4,

(deceased), pioneer citizen;

Charlemont, Franklin County,
1812, son of Asahel Judd, a de-

Thomas Judd, who came from
England and settled at Cambridge, Mass., in
1684.
He grew to years of maturity on a farm
in Massachusetts and after obtaining a practical English education, in the early '30s came to
Illinois, remaining for a time in Chicago, but
later
removed to DuPage County; in 1835,
came to Sugar Grove Township, Kane County,

scendant of

and, during the early years of his residence in

the county, was connected with the government

land surveys, afterwards purchasing a tract of
government land near Sugar Grove Station,

where he established

his

He later inmany years was

home.

vested in other lands, and for

one of the extensive land-owners in that part
of the county.
Mr. Judd assisted in building
the Chicago & Iowa Railroad through Sugai
Grove Township, and erected the first buildings at Sugar Grove, where he became the
first

all

agent.

station

started, he

built

modern

familiarly

When

the

village

was

a fine three-story hotel with

improvements,

known throughout

and,
that

as

he

was

region as

"Uncle Tom," he called his place "Uncle Tom's
Cabin."

He

also built the first store building

was the first
Always actively interested
in educational matters, he was one of the founders of the Sugar Grove Normal and Industrial
in

the village of Sugar Grove, and

merchant

Institute,

there.

and

agricultural

at one time sought to have an
experimental station established

B.

JUDSON,

Sr.

(deceased), pioneer,

was born in Westfield. Mass., Nov. 13, 1806. and
came of an old New England family. His grandfather, John J. Judson, was a Revolutionary
veteran, and his father, Lucius B. Judson, participated in the war of 1812.
Lewis B. Judson grew to manhood in his native town, when
he came west to White Pigeon, Mich, where he
bought land and brought under cultivation a
large farm. He was one of the founders of the
village of White Pigeon, and was influential
in its development.
During the Black Hawk
war he served as Paymaster of the Michigan
regiment commanded by Col. Stewart, and.
while stationed in Chicago, he was sent out
with a scouting expedition, which brought him
for the first time into the Fox River country
particularly into what is now included in Kane
and Kendall counties his impression being so
favorable that, in 1834, he sold his Michigan
property and removed to what is now Kendall

—

County. Here he made claim to 600 acres of
land which he purchased from the Government
as it came into the market. Part of this land
is now in the village of Oswego, which was laid
out by him, and the first house in that village
was put up under his direction. His residence
was maintained there until 1873, when he removed to Aurora. Although nearly seventy
years of age at that time, he soon became prominent among the leading men of affairs, and
aided in the establishment of the Aurora Silver Plate factory, the Aurora Cotton Mills Company, and

banking

other

circles he

industrial

enterprises.

was equally

helpful,

In

and was
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connected with the First National, the Aurora
National, and the Merchants' National Banks.

Much

of his means were invested in the improvement of property, and the old Sencenbaugh building, the Scott & Bease block, and
residences
blocks and
fine
other business
showed his enterprise and public spirit. He
was one of the early Coroners of Kendall
County, a Justice of the Peace, and filled many

other local

was born

Catherine P. Mudgett,

offices.

in

New

York, became his

who

first wife,

Three
died at Oswego in 1840.
he married Diana E. Stafford, a
native of Willoughliy, Ohio, and a member of
one of the early pioneer families of Kendall
County. Of the first marriage were born six
children, and eight by the second, and ten of
Mr. Judthese children were living in 1903.
son died in Aurora in 1900, his wife passing
away in 1897. Mr. Judson was acquainted with
in

bur

1830,

years

later

Abraham

They became friends

Lincoln.

in the

Black Hawk War. and in his later years Mr.
Lincoln was several times a guest in the Judson home. Mr. Judson was a Republican, and
voted with the party from its formation until

B.

JUDSON,

Jr.,

lawyer, Aurora.

111.,

was born in Oswego, III., April 9, 1852, son of
Lewis B. and Diana E. (Stafford) Judson, and
educated

in

the

local

schools,

Semi-

Clark's

and Ihe Aurora schools. In 1877 he
went to Kansas and made his home in what
nary,

is

now

Kingman

County,

numbered
population
bought a section of
for about five years,

when

RICHARD

JULIAN

pioneer

(deceased),

Kane County, was born
March 30, 1825, left an or-

farmer, Plato Township.

Cornwall, Eng.,
at seven years of age, and thereafter being
dependent on his own resources, educated himself and learned farming in England.
In 1849
he removed to Canada and the following year
to Elgin, 111. Here he learned the stone-mason's
trade, at which he worked the most of the time
in

phan

That year he purchased a fine farm
Township. Kane County, where he was
extensively engaged in dairy farming until
i897. when he retired to a small farm in that
neighborhood.
In 1902 he removed to Elgin
and there died Jan. 29, 1903. Mr. Julian laid
until 1869.

its

entire

out the addition to Elgin,
ian's

re-subdivision,

division
ian

was

called

is

Julian's

married

first

now known

and a street
in

in

as Jul-

this

Place.

1850 to Eliza

sub-

Mr. Jul-

Thomp-

He

son, a native of London, Eng.; his second mar-

government land and.
was engaged in farm-

riage, contracted in 1883, was with Mrs. Louisa
Harrison, of Plato Centre, a daughter of Pardon Tabor, who survives her husband.

forty-six

people.

ing and stock-raising. Later he leased the land
he had brought under cultivation, and removed
to Kingman, practically giving the town its
start by putting up six buildings, the first twoIn 1889 he returned to his farm, where he spent his time
until 1898, when the failing health of his
father called him back to Aurora, which has
story structures in the place.

After going to Kansas he
read law under the preceptorship of Hon. F. E.
Gillett, of Hutchinson, Kan., now one of the
since been his home.

Territorial

retains many important interests in Kansas.
Mr. Judson was married in 1874 to Miss Lillie
A. Hathaway, of Deansville, Oneida County,
N. Y., daughter of W. S; Hathaway, a man of
affairs, and a stanch
friend of both Roscoe
The
Conkling and Gov. Francis J. Kernan.
Governor was a strong old-line Democrat, and
considered it a "mysterious dispensation of
Providence" that his three daughters had all
married prominent Republicans.

in Plato

his death.

LEWIS

County Republican Committee, and was assonearly all the prominent men of
that day in the State. With the affairs of that
State he still keeps in closest touch, and
ciated with

FRANCIS KEEN AN.

retired farmer. El burn.

born in County Westmeath. Ireland, in
August. 1823; came to America when nineteen
years of age, locating in Kane County, 111..
where he became an extensive land-owner, but
in recent years divided about 495 acres of his
holdings between his three sons. He was mar111.;

ried on Dec.

June

9,

3.

1853. to

Fannie Home, who died

1869.

Judges of Oklahoma, and was ad-

mitted to the Bar.
For a time he was associated with Gov. Stanley at Wichita, and later
with Judge Gillett at Kingman.
Taking an
active part in both State and local politics, for

seven years he was Chairman of the

Kingman

PETER KEIFER.

farmer and dairy manaTownship, Kane County, was born
in Germany, Oct. 11. 1840. and in 1S64 came to
Kane -County, 111., where in 1876 he bought a
farm one and a half miles south of Virgil Postger. Virgil
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office,

He has

on which he now resides.

served

In religion he

as School Director one term.

is

connected with the local German Catholic
October 11, 1869, he was married to
church.
Miss Barbara Cien, also German born. They
have had eight children born to them seven
daughters and one son.

tion
O.

in

F.,

1903.

He

affiliating

is

8.33

a

with

member of the
Kane Lodge, No.

I.

O.
407.

He was married

in 1891 to Miss Lillie P. Sherwood, daughter of Nelson Sherwood (deceased),

of

Elgin.

—

JAMES KENDALL,

farmer and Justice of the
Kane County; born in

Peace, Plato Township,

JAMES

KELLEHBR,

D.

Batavia,

born

111.;

son of Michaei
Kelleher; was left an orphan when ten years
of age, and from that time carried the burden
Batavia,

in

111.,

May

6,

1859,

He attended the public
of his own support.
school as circumstances permitted, and began
work in Sperry's iron foundry when fourteen
He has been continuously conyears of age.
nected with these works up to the present time
(1903), and for fourteen years was foreman of
the shops. For eight years he has been a member of the Batavia Board of Aldermen, having
served four terms. He belongs to the Catholic

Order of Foresters and the Mystic Workers.
In 1884 he married Miss Nellie Mulligan, of

West Chicago.

JOHN KELLEY

(deceased),

natives of Ireland

who came

was

lawyer;

born at Hampshire, Kane County, Oct.
son of John and Bridget (Dahoney)

15, 1853,

Kelley;

to Illinois in 1845.

Hampshire Township, Kane County.
of this sketch was admitted to the
bar in 1890, and was thereafter engaged in the
practice of his profession and the insurance
business in Aurora until the time of his death,

locating in

The subject

July

He

20, 1902.

served in several

sitions, including that of

County

po-

official

mem-

Sheriff,

of the Board of Supervisors of Aurora
Township and West Aurora School Board, and
Assistant State's Attorney. He was married to
Miss Johanna Hogan. of Rutland Township,
Kane County.

ber

ELWOOD
was born

in

E.

KENYON,

Coldwater,

lawyer, Elgin.
Mich.,

in

1862;

111..

was

brought by his parents to Elgin in his early
childhood, and was reared to
Illinois

city.

manhood

in the

His literary education was ob-

tained in the public schools, and his legal studies were conducted under the preceptorship of
T. J.

Rushton. of Elgin.

He was admitted

Aldermen and

re-elected

to the

same

H. E. KERCH, M. D., Dundee, physician,
born in Stephenson County, 111., March 10, 1868;
son of J. H. Kerch, was reared on his father's
farm, and educated in the public school, and
in the Normal School at Dixon, 111.
Before
taking up the study of medicine he taught a
country school for three years.
He entered
Chicago Homoeopathic Medical College in 1889
and graduated there in 1892, after which for
eighteen months he was interne in the Cook
County Hospital.
In
the fall of 1893 he
opened an office in Dundee, soon winning many
friends and a large practice.
Dr. Kerch is a
member of the Illinois and the National Homoeopathic Societies, is a Lecturer on Materia
Medica at the Chicago Homoeopathic College,
and for five years has been a member of the
Board of Trustees of the Village Library; for
two years has also been Village Trustee. Fraternally he is a member of the Masonic Order.
He was married in June, 1896, to Miss Nellie
Ireck, of Dundee.
G.

OSBORN KERFOOT,

dentist, Batavia,

111.;

born in the province of Ontario, Canada, Nov.
30, 1871; educated in the public schools and at
Hamlin University (St. Paul. Minn.), graduated from the Northwestern College of Dental
Surgery in the class of 1894, and the same year
began practice at Batavia, where he has won an
enviable reputation ?,s one of the leading dentists of the Fox River Valley.
He was married
in 1898 to Miss Harriet Murchie, of Batavia.

to

the Bar of the Supreme Court of Illinois in
1895, and has since practiced in Elgin. In 1901
he was elected a member of the Elgin Board
of

Cornwall, Eng., Nov. 14, 1846; came to Canada
with his parents a few months after birth and
located in Kane County in 1871; has devoted his
attention to farming in Plato Township since
1874; has held minor public offices, and at the
present time is serving as Justice of the Peace;
married Mary M. Pease, of Plato Township.

posi-

ELISHA D. KETCHUM (deceased), farmer
and stock-raiser; born at Clarksburg, Mass.,
Aug. 31, 1822; grew to maturity in his native
State; educated in the public schools and was
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farming; married in 1844 Betsy Hayand in 1849 removed to Illinois, locating
on a farm near Palatine, where he farmed on a
trainer] to

den,

large scale for

many

years.

He came

to

Kane

County in 1879, and purchased a large farm
Mr.
near Dundee and engaged in dairying.

Ketchum died Nov. 9, 1895,
him until March, 1903.

his

widow surviving

man he taught school in Rensselaer
County, N. Y., and coming to Hampshire, 111.,
in 1851, bought an 30-acre tract of land, -on
which the east half of Hampshire is now located.
When the line of the Chicago & Pacific
Railway was being laid out he gave the right
of way through the village.
In politics he
was a Republican, and in religion proved himself a very active factor.
Mr. Keyes was married Jan. 27, 1842, to Miss Malvina D. Horton.
and their children were as follows:
Martha
M. (Mrs Nathan S. Carlisle): Mary M. (Mrs.
Lyman J. Carlisle): Harriet B. (Mrs. Samuel
Hawley); Seymour E.; Willis H.; Eda L. (Mrs.
Charles Hottgren
and Addie J. (Mrs. William Devine).
young

)

;

L. J. KIBLING, merchant and manager of the
Chicago Telephone Company, Bald Mound,
Kane County, 111.; born in the village where
he now resides. April 25, 1858; remained on
his father's farm until twenty-one years of
age, and established himeslf in the mercantile
business at Bald Mound in 1893; was Postmaster at Bald Mound one term; married Lauretta Cronk.

CHARLES

S.

KILBOURNE, merchant and

manufacturer, was born in Berkshire. Vt., Nov.
came with his parents to Illinois in
6. 1851;
1858 and grew up in Kane County; was fitted

West Aurora puband in 1869 became an employe
of the banking house of Cushman & Hardin,
Chicago.
After remaining there five years
he became connected with the private banking house of Bosworth & Carpenter at Elgin,
111.,
which was shortly afterwards merged
for a business career in the

SIEYMOUR

E,

REYES.

SEYMOUR EDWIN KEYES,

Superintendent

Kane County Alms House, Geneva,
born

in

lic

111.,

was

Berlin, Rensselaer County. N. Y., Dec.

16, 1850. and was brought by his parents to
Hampshire, Kane County, 111., in 1851.
His
education was acquired in the public schools,
and in early life he engaged in farming. In
politics he is a Republican, and in 1882 he was
appointed Deputy Sheriff and Jailer, a position
he held for four years. In 1888 he was named
as Superintendent of the alms house, and i?
still

active in that position

member

(1903).

He

is

a

County Committee,
and belongs to the
Rock
City
Lodge.
Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the
Modern Woodmen of America.
of the Republican

SEYMOUR
shire,

Nov.

A. KEYES
(deceased), Hampfarmer, was born in Pownal. Mass..
1822. and died Dec. 8. 1879.
When a

111.,
1,

schools,

into
the
First
National
Bank of Elgin.
This connnection lasted from 1874 to 1878. and
the methodical habits and precision in the conduct of affairs, which have been characteristic
of Mr. Kilbourne in later years, are probably
due in large measure to his bank training. In
1878 he severed his connection with the bank to
become a junior member of the firm of Gould
& Kilbourne, then established for the manufacture of butter and cheese, his associate being C.
W. Gould, one of the pioneer butter makers of
the Elgin district. This firm was in existence
about three years, and during that time operated a number of creameries. It was dissolved
in 1881 and Mr. Kilbourne continued the same
line of manufacturing alone, operating creamer-
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Northern Illinois. In 1885 he organized
and incorporated the now widely known Fox
River Butter Company, which succeeded to the
business he had previously conducted. The general offices of this corporation were established
at Aurora in 1890, and it has since directed
from this point manufacturing and merchandising operations which extend all over the
United States, with branches in the more imporIts manufacturing
tant cities of the country.
ies in
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business of

present furniture

Kimball,

M.

J.

and William D., as partners.
Politically he was a Democrat until the
formation of the Republican party.
For ten
years he was Deputy Sheriff and eight years
School Director. He was married Sept. 7, 1856,
to Miss Ruth Tourtellot, a native of Providence,
R. I. His widow and the following children survive him:
Montony J.. William D., and
with his sons, M.

J.

Clara G.

plants are located at different points in Illinois.

Wisconsin and Minnesota. Mr. Kilbourne has
been President, General Manager, and principal

owner of the stock of the corporation since it
came into existence, and in this connection Is
the largest producer of fancy creamery butter
in the United States.
His home has been in
Aurora since 1890. He married, in 1878, Miss
Mabel C. Newton of Cleveland, Ohio.

MONTONY
Elgin,

KIMBALL,

J.

was born

in

Elgin,

furniture merchant,
Sept.

111.,

15,

I860,

received his education in the city schools, and

entered the employ of his father, J. M. Kimball,
as a clerk.
In 1886 he was admitted to partnership, the Tiim name being J. M. Kimball.
In politics he is a Republican, and socially is
a

member

of the Century, the

Country and the

Bicycle Clubs of Elgin.

WILLIAM
Elgin,

KIMBALL,

D.

was born

cated in the public
tered the

furniture merchant,

in Elgin. Oct.

employ of his

and was admitted

9,

schools.

and edu-

1866,

In

1886

he en-

father, J. M. Kimball,

to partnership, the firm

name

being J. M. Kimball. He is a Republican, and is
a director of the Elgin Business Men's Association.
In religion he is a Baptist, and is the efficient Superintendent
Baptist
of
the
First
Church Sunday School. For twelve years he
was a director of the Young Men's Christian Association and was its Treasurer four years.

EUGENE

C.

KINCAID,

publisher, Elgin,

111.,

born Jan. 24, 1839, in Schenectady, N. Y.. son
of Elam H. and Rhoda (Cornell) Kincaid, grew
to manhood in his native State, and receiving
a public school education learned the printer's
trade.
In May, 1861, he enlisted in the Twentyseventh New York Volunteer Infantry, and participated in all the great battles of the

Army

of

the Potomac, being finally mustered out at the

JAMES

M.

expiration of his term of enlistment in 1863.

KIMBALL.

He took

JAMES

M.

KIMBALL

was born

in

Groton, N. H., Oct.

April

(deceased), Elgin,
2,

He removed with

1828,

111.,

died

his parents
being one of the
first settlers of that city.
From 1848 to 1857
he was Solicitor for the "Chicago Democrat"
and in 1858 engaged in a general commission
and auction business. Later in life he was a
real-estate dealer, and in 1886 established the
19,

to Elgin,

1898.

111.,

in 1834, his father

part in the battles of Bull Run, Chan-

cellorsville,

and

in

many minor engagements.

After his return from the war he lived for a
time at Albion, N. Y., and then removed to
Elgin, which has since been his home. He has
been engaged in the printing business almost

continuously since 1865. when he became one
of the publishers of the "Elgin Gazette;" later

was owner
owner

part

of the

"Watchman," and

of the "Advocate,"

still

later

predecessor to
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Arm

the "Elgin Daily News."

came head

ford, a noted pioneer of Elgin.

one of the leading department stores of the
Fox River Valley; is also interested in the
Kinne Manufacturing Company of Minneapolis,
Minn., manufacturers of sheet iron goods. He
was married in 1876 to Miss Lillian F. Johnson,

For several years he
was in the railway mail service, and in later
years he has been connected with the Cook Publishing Company. He married Miss H. Isadore
Padelford, daughter of Rodolphus W. Padel-

of the

of

Kinne &

Jeffery,

which

is

of Batavia.

ALFRED H KING
near Rome, N.

Y.,

(deceased), farmer, born

Dec.

1,

obtained a

1825;

and was trained to
farming; came west in 1856, locating on a farm
in Big Rock Township, Kane County, where he
was successfully engaged in agricultural pursuits until 1871, when he retired from active
business and removed to Aurora, where he died
March 25, 1875. He was married in 1864 to Miss
Marian E. Dean, who still survives and resides
practical business education,

Their living children are:
Minnie A. and Alfred D.

Delia

Aurora.

in

M.,

ANDREW KINMAN

(deceased),

pioneei

Campton Township, Kane County, was

farmer,

1, 1816, in New Brunswick, and there
was reared and educated; came with his family
to Illinois in 1846, and settled on a large farm
in Campton Township, Kane County, where he

born Sept.

made

home

his

until

his death

in

1867.

He

reared a family of sixteen children, all of whom
Three of
lived in Illinois, reaching maturity.
his sons served in the Union Army during the
Civil

He married

War.

a native of

husband,

New

still

Elizabeth Kline, also

Brunswick, who survives her

JOSEPH KIRK, retired farmer, Geneva,
born Aug. 24, 1843, in Lanarkshire, Scotland,
son of Joseph and Charlotte (Seho.les) Kirk;
came to the United States in 1857, when about
fourteen years old; lived at Northford, Conn.,
until 1860, when he came to Illinois and settled on a farm east of St. Charles, Kane County,
remaining four years, when he located on a farm
which he had bought north of St. Charles. He
spent a year in Maple Park and about four years
in what is now Lily Lake. In 1873 he moved to
a farm of 160 acres which he now owns, and on
which he lived until he retired from active work
in 1900. The latter year he removed to Geneva,
where he now (1903) resides, and rents his
farm to his two sons. While a resident of District No. 6, near St. Charles, he served twelve
years as School Director. Mr. Kirk was married March 17, 1865, to Miss Mary Ann, daughIn
ter of William Marshall, of St. Charles.
political belief he is a Republican.

PETER KLEIN,
rora.

Kane County.

obtained

ISAAC

B.

KINNE, merchant,

Minneapolis,

Minn.; born in Syracuse, N. Y., March 26, 1829;
engaged in agricultural pursuits in New York
State and later in Illinois; located in Batavia,
111., in 1872, and became interested in the Challenge Wind-mill Company; established the drug
and grocery business in Batavia in 1874,
which was the foundation of the present department store of Kinne & Jeffery, in which he
was succeeded by his son, M. M. Kinne. In
1887 he removed to Minneapolis, Minn., and has
since been engaged in business there as President of the Kinne Manufacturing Company.

111.,

Rhenish Prussia. Sept. 1. 1S49:
elementary education in the
schools of his native country, and completed his
studies in Chicago, to which city his father
came with his children in 1862 the mother
having died in Germany.
In 1864 they removed to Aurora, where Peter Klein grew to
manhood, his first business experience being in
the dry-goods trade, but later he engaged in
the-Rhine.

living in St. Charles.

and publisher, Auborn near Bingen-on-

editor

in

his

—

the insurance business. In 1868,

when only

nine-

teen years of age, he established the "Aurora

Volksfreund," the
in Central

first

Illinois,

German paper published

which was conducted as a
when a daily edition was

weekly until
1895,
issued and has been continued

to the present
Mr. Klein is the owner as well as editor
and publisher of these papers, and, as a leader
of Republicanism, has been prominently identi-

time.

MYRON M. KINNE, merchant, Batavia.
born in Saratoga Township, Grundy County,
May

1,

I.

111.,

1856; engaged in the mercantile business

in Batavia in 1876 as junior
of

111.,

B.

Kinne & Son;

member

later

father's interest in the business,

of the firm

purchased his
and in 1887 be-

with the politics of Kane County since
For nine years he was a member of the
Aurora School Board; was a member of the
Aurora Board of Public Works one term; served
fied

1870.
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as City Treasurer two years, and, in 1902,

was

elected as the first Clerk of the Probate Court

Kane County,

of

was married

to serve four years.

in 1876 to Miss Harriet

ASA

B.

KNAPP

(deceased),

Mr. Klein

sas City.
since

farmer,

Maple

Kane County, was born in Brattleboro,
Vt., March 22, 1809, went to New York as a
made his home at Sodus, Wayne
boy, and
County, until 1849, when he removed to a farm
in Geneva Township, Kane County, 111., living
there until 1865. The latter year he located on
Park,

a farm three miles south of Maple Park, where

He
he lived until his death, July 16, 1882.
was twice married; first in 1836, to Miss Mary
A. Storm, and, after her death, in 1847, to Miss
Amanda McKee, who was born and reared in
Vermont.
Mrs. Knapp survives her husband
and is now (1903) living in Batavia at the age
of eighty-seven years.

HAMILTON KNAPP,

railway engineer,
born in Sodus, N. Y., Jan. 7,
1841, son of Asa B. and Mary (Storm) Knapp,
was reared to manhood in Kane County, 111.,
and in 1861 enlisted in the Union army, as a
member, of the Seventh Kansas Cavalry. After
a four years' service at the front he returned
to Kane County and entered the employ of the
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad Company, in which he has since been engaged, and
for the past thirty years has made his home in
Galesburg.
L.

Galesburg,

in

Government

in 1856,

service,

near Batavia,

(McKee)
111., is a son of Asa B. and Amanda
Knapp, and was educated in the public schools
of Maple Park and at Clark Seminary, in Aurora.
After leaving school he was engaged in
the insurance business for some years at BaIn 1889 he secured an appointment in
tavia.
the Census Bureau at Washington, and for six
years worked under that appointment. In 1899
he again became connected with the Census
Department, and is still engaged in that capacity.

ROBERT LAKE,
1858,

born in Aurora,

was reared

in

his

111.,

native city,

RUSSELL LAKE was born in Aurora, 111.,
Nov. 2, 1S63, where he grew to maturity and
obtained his education in the West Side (Aurora) city schools.
He learned the machinist's
trade in boyhood, and for several years worked
at his trade with the Hoyt Brothers Company,
of Aurora.
Later he was engaged in the sand
and gravel trade and sidewalk construction,
and afterwards gave his attention to the plumbing and steam-fitting business, being at the
same time interested in farming. Mr. Lake and
his brother Robert have always been closely
associated in business affairs, and they stil-*
own a considerable portion of the old Lake

school

he

was

connected

estate.

THEODORE LAKE

(deceased), pioneer setborn at East Bloomfield, N. Y„ Feb. 14,
1801, son of Henry and Abigail (Spring) Lake,
was reared and educated in Buffalo, N. Y., and
Conneaut, Ohio, and in 1820 went to Detroit.
Mich., where for a time he was in the employ
of Capt. Sam Ward, who afterwards became a
noted vessel-owner of that city. With his first
savings he began trading with the Indians of
the Lake region, continuing in this line of
tler,

business for several years, and then, in company
with his brother, Saphua Lake, was engaged in
general merchandising at Conneaut, Ohio, for

nine

years.

In

1834

Saphua Lake came

to

the site of Aurora, and as a
result of his trip purchased for himself and his
brother all of the McCarty claim on the west
Illinois, visiting

side

Fox River. The following spring
came to Aurora and opened the
in that city.
Saphua Lake returned

of the

the brothers
first

store

to Ohio, but the subject of this

sketch continued
prominent resident and property owner
until his death, Feb. 16. 1876.
Mr. Lake platted
two additions to the city of Aurora, and Lake
to be a

Jan.

Street perpetuates his

and

He

After
four
for

there received his educational training.

leaving

Returning to Aurora in 1883, he has
been engaged in the sand and gravel
business of that city. In 1887 Mr. Lake was
married to Miss Alice Lancaster, daughter of
Lafayette Lancaster, of Aurora, and they have
one child, Delos L. Fraternally Mr. Lake is a
member of the Order of Elks.

111.,

MILTON M. KNAPP,
Washington, D. C, born

23,

years with the Kansas City, Fort Scott & Gulf
Railroad, meanwhile making his home in Kan-

Wilson of

Aurora.

«37

substantially

prises

name in
many

aided

this connection.

pioneer

enter-

and helped lay the foundation of many

of the city's churches by his generous donations.
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DBLOS LAKE, son of the preceding and pioneer citizen, was born at Conneaut, Ohio, April
18, 1828, came to Aurora with his father in
1835,

and there grew

to

manhood, receiving his

educational training in the old-time schools.
He was associated with his father in business,
but later lived several years on the Pacific

some time
The care of his

Coast, also spending

Wisconsin.

his attention

in

in

years.

most eventful of any citizen of Illinois.
Besides living over a full century, he had lived
under the rule of George III. of England and
the American Republic, and through two of the
the

greatest wars in history—rthat which resulted

occupied

in the establishment of the American Union,
and that which preserved the Union from overthrow at the hands of the pro-slavery rebellion.
Mr. Lance began pioneer life at an early period,
first coming to
Indiana, where he remained

1857 he was

married to Miss Susan M. Richardson, of
Watertown, N. Y., and the living representatives
of this pioneer Aurora family are two sons,
Robert and Russell Lake, of Aurora. Mr. Delos

Lake died April

until

Kenton County,

born

to Illinois

father's

in

retired, Aurora,

when a

Ky.,

in

1827;

boy, locating with his

family in Fulton County;

located in

Aurora in 1878, where he has since resided.
He was married in 1854 to Miss Jane Mead,
who died in 1903. The children of Mr. and
Mrs. Lancaster are:
Ed.

Hanna and

Mrs. Robert

Charles,

all

Lake, Mrs.

living in Aurora.

in

to the

WILLIAM LANCE

(deceased), pioneer settler
111.,

was born

in

the Colony of New Jersey, April 19, 1771, and
died in Blackberry Township, Kane County, 111.

following

spring

(1834)

Valley, accompanied

part

of

his

yoke of oxen.

father and his sister

Mary

(

now Mrs.

Souders.

Blackberry Township), crossed Fox River
and proceeded westward past Nelson's Grove.
selecting a claim upon lands now owned by
Charles Souders. Then returning to the place
where he had left his father and sister, he
guided the party to the place where he had
located his claim, and here the Lance family
finally became claimant to seven or eight thousand acres. Being first in the field and without
competitors, they were practically able to locate
In the fall of
their claims without restriction.
1834 Mr. Lance and his son John, leaving the
daughter Mary and another son (Charles), who
had accompanied them to Illinois, at the home
of Peter Dodds, a brother-in-law, in DuPagp
County, returned to Indiana for the rest of the
family.
Here John Lance and his sister Margaret were married the latter to David Beeler
when the party came to Illinois, arriving at
the end of their journey on Christmas Day, and
finally settling on
what is now known as
Johnson's Mound. The Lances and the Beelers
thus became, during the winter of 1834-5, the
During
first settlers in Blackberry Township.
the following spring (1835) John Souders. at
that time a bachelor accustomed to work for
the farmers in that region, arrived, and between Christmas and New Year's of the next
winter was married to Mary Lance, who had
come to Illinois with her father a year previous, and during the same fall Martha Beeler.
daughter of David and Margaret (Lance) Beeler, was born
being the first child born in the
township. Martha Beeler became the wife of
of

—

—

and farmer, Kane County,

the

Fox River

family and bringing eight
Arriving at the Big Woods in
Kane County, he was detained there for a time
but his son John, leaving his
by sickness:
by a

111.;

1833.

coming

29, 1890.

LAFAYETTE LANCASTER,
came

been his home for nearly forty
1873, at the age of over 102
His life, in some respects, was one of
17,

Michigan and

estate

In

later years.

—which had
years — Sept.

—
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Mr. Cooledge, of Oregon, Ogle County, where
now (1904) reside. (See sketch of John
Souders in another part of this volume.) William Lance, who was a man of great force of
character and a conspicuous figure in this

they

section

of

ihe

finally

State,

stated, Sept. 17, 1873, his death

ing his great age
but retaining his

—being

already
notwithstand-

died,

—

as

hastened by cancer,
memory to the last. His

wife, Margaret A. Lance, died Sept.
aged seventy-one years.

27,

1856,

ELIJAH LATHROP (deceased), pioneer,
Udina. Kane County, 111., born in Jay, Oxford
County, Me., May 10, 1821, son of Elijah and
Eunice (Philbrick) Lathrop. Elijah Lathrop.
Sr., born in Bridgewater, Mass., removed in 1800
to the District of Maine, where he was married,
and there lived until
Onondaga County, N.

1828,

when he removed

to

«39

EDWARD LAWRENCE

(deceased), pioneer,

was born in Lancastershire, England, Jan. 15, 1819, and reared and educated in
his English home, early becoming associated

Elgin,

111.,

with his father in operating canal boats. In
1850 he came to the United States, first making

home

his

at St. Charles,

111.,

but after living

DeKalb County, about 1854 located on a farm in Burlington, Kane County.
Here he continued to reside until 1882, when
he returned to Genoa, DeKalb County, but thirteen years later he removed to Elgin, where he
died April 3, 1902. Mr. Lawrence was married
a time in

for

in 1856 to Miss Lissy Marshall, daughter of
William and Mary Marshall, who came from
Nottinghamshire, England, and settled in DeKalb County, 111., in 1853. Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence have four children:
Marshall, residing
in Burlington, 111.; Jennie, Robert E. and Mary
E. (now Mrs. E. W. Lawson), all living in

four years later went
to Lorain County, Ohio, where the son Elijah
grew to manhood, securing his education in

Elgin.

Amherst High School
Lathrop, Jr., learned the
carpenter trade, which he followed for several
years in Wisconsin. In 1851 he purchased of
the late Major Adin Mann a tract of land near
Udina, which is still in possession of the fam-

Kane County, 111..
April 7, 1863, the son of Edward and Lissey
Marshall
Lawrence.
He grew to manhood
under the parental roof-tree, and was educated

Y.

;

ROBERT

the public schools and at
in

Lorain.

Elijah

and where he spent the remainder of his
life.
Later on his father and two brothers
came to Udina, and for some years the four of
them lived in a row of farm-houses just outside
the village, on the State road toward Elgin.
Four generations of the family have lived in
this neighborhood, and three generations have
lived on the old homestead, now occupied by
Mrs. Lathrop and her son. She was born in
Oswego, N. Y., in 1831, and grew up in Cleveland, Ohio.
She and Mr. Lathro.p were married
in Sandusky, Ohio, Jan. 8, 1851, and immediately settled in Kane County, where all the years
of their wedded life were passed.
Elijah Lathrop died Jan. 25, 1898. Mrs. Lathrop still
survives, making her home with their only
living son, Ellis H. Lathrop, who is a farmer
and stock-raiser, born at Udina, Dec. 31, 1853.
His education was secured in the district
schools and in Elgin Academy. He began farming on the old homestead, and took his father's
place in its conduct and management. He was
married in 1877 to Miss Alice Schultz, of Elgin,
ily,

who

died

March

leaving five children:
Arthur. Florence and

31, 1901,

Sutherland
Blanche.
Edith,

L.,

111.,

LAWRENCE,

merchant, Elgin.

in Burlington,

)

(

in

E.

was born

the local schools.

pursuits until 1891,

He followed agricultural
when two years later he

engaged in a grocery business in which he has
continued successfully up to the present time
He still retains the ownership of the
(1903).
DeKalb County farm. In 1886 he married Miss
Emma, daughter of Aaron and Sarah Lan(

phier) Allen, of Elgin.

WILLIAM LAWRENCE

(deceased), mer
was born in the town of Weston, Vt.,
Jan. 17, 1826, and when seventeen years of age
left his native town to go to Shushan, N. Y.,
where he became a clerk in the store of Daniel
Volentine, who later lived in Aurora, 111. Here
he was trained as a merchant, and when he
chant,

reached his majority entered into partnership
with Mr. Volentine. Mr. Lawrence continued
in business several years after Mr. Volentine
had gone west, and then removed to Albany,
N. Y., where he was engaged in the commission
and produce trade until 1861. During that year
he removed to Aurora, 111., and again entered
into partnership relations with Mr. Volentine,
the firm engaging in a general mercantile
business, with a special and extensive trade in
wool and pork. Later on Mr. Volentine with-
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Lawrence be2oming the
Lawrence, Baldwin & Higgins, known as one of the leading commercial
houses of Aurora. Mr. Lawrence had also much
to do with the Second National Bank of Aurora,
drew from the
head

firm, Mr.

of the firm of

being

one

Directors

the

of

The Aurora
counted him among its
he had

much

enterprises.

and

Silver Plate

President.

Vice-

its

Company

earlier promoters,

and

to do with various other business

As President

of the

West Aurora

School Board for several years he did much to
He served as Treasurer of

help the schools.

Jennings Seminary for some years, and was
also Treasurer of the Mercantile Association.
Various other positions of trust and responsibility were filled by him, and his memory is
that of an honorable and upright business man.
Mr. Lawrence was married in 1849 to Miss Mary
A., daughter of Peter Brown, of Shushan, N. Y.
Her father came west and died in Aurora at
the age of 91 years. She survives her husband,
who died July 26, 1879. Their only living child
is George J., of San Jose, Cal.

ABIJAH A. LEE, retired farmer, Elgin, 111.;
born in Plato Township. Kane County, Sept. 4,
1838. son of John S. and Nancy (Perry) Lee,
white child born in Plato Towneducated
in the pioneer schools, and trained to agriculentered the Union army in
tural pursuits;

and the
ship;

first

reared on his father's farm;

1861 as a

member

of

Company

B, Thirty-sixth

Regiment Illinois Volunteer Infantry, which in
1863 became a part of the Fifteenth Illinois
Cavalry, and during his long term of service,
covering the entire period of the war, he participated in the battles of Pea Ridge, Perryville,

MounMurfreesboro, Chickamauga, Lookout
Missionary Ridge, Peach Tree Creek, Siege

tain,

of

Atlanta,

and

many

minor

engagements.

After the close of the war he resumed farming
in Plato Township, where he resided until
1885,

when he removed

since been his home.
to

Miss Eliza

BRAINARD

C.

1o

Elgin,

which has

He was married

in 1866

McArthur.

A.

LEE, farmer, Kaneville, was

born in Kaneville, 111., May 7, 1865, and received
his education in the public schools.
His business in life has been farming, in which he is
still engaged, and has been since he started for
himself, with the exception of one year when
he was engaged as a clerk in a store in Missouri.
He was married in April, 1890, to Miss Bertha

whom

he has had one child, a daugha second time, May 13,
1900, to Miss Ettie Logan, and of this union
have been born two sons.
Smith, by
ter.

He was married

CHAUNCEY

W. LEE,

born in Albany,

manhood

his

in

native

Aurora,

pioneer,

Aug.

Vt.,

,

25,

State,

1820,

111.,

grew

receiving

to

his

education in the public schools, and learned the
harness-maker's trade. In 1844 he removed to
Ticonderoga, N. Y., where he followed his trade
for ten years.
In 1854 he came west, and
shortly after went into a partnership in the
jewelry business with his brother at Aurora.
His brother having entered the army as Captain, Mr. Lee sold out their partnership business, for ten years thereafter he was in the
insurance business, and later entered the employ
of the Burlington Road as car accountant, a
position which he filled for eighteen years,
He has been prominent in
retiring in 1892.
Masonic circles, having taken all the degrees
for
of the order up to the Thirty-second;
twenty-four years he has been Prelate of Aurora Commandery Knights Templar, and within
that time has knighted 210 candidates, a record
not surpassed in the Masonic annals of Illinois.

He was a Mason in 1856, and is now affiliated
with Jerusalem Temple, Aurora Chapter, Royal
Arch Masons; Aurora Council. Royal Arch Se
Aurora Commandery, K. T.;
lect
Masons;
Oriental Consistory, Scottish Rite Masons; and
the Masonic Veteran Associations.
In 1849 he
married Miss Mary Tobias, who died in 1884.

GEORGE

P.

LEE,

retired farmer, Elgin.

111.;

Township, Kane County, Dec. 25,
1843, son of John S. and Nancy (Perry) Lee;
brought up on the farm and obtained his eduElgin
cation
in
the
district
schools and
Academy; began his business career, when he
attained his majority, as a farmer and stock-

born

in Plato

raiser,

following

this

occupation

until

1890.

when he retired and removed to Elgin. He
was married in 1871 to Miss Sarah A. Sherwood,
daughter of Seth Sherwood, of Plato Township,
Kane County.

a pioneer settler of

JOHN S. LEE, lawyer and farmer. Elgin, 111.;
born in Plato Township, Kane County, Sept. 8,
1848, son of John S. and Nancy (Perry) Lee;
educated at Clark's Seminary (Aurora). Kimball Academy
Meriden, N. H.), and Beloit
graduated from the law
College (Beloit. Wis.)
(

:
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department of the University of Michigan in
1871 and afterwards practiced his profession in
Chicago and later at Tecumseh, Neb.; afterwards returned to Kane County to look after
his father's land interests, and later purchased
the old homestead; removed to Elgin in 1899,
and has since resided in that city. He was
married in 1876 to Miss Emma Sherwood.

and when he reached the age of twentybegan life as a
farmer, which has been his vocation to the
present time. He has purchased land in considerable amounts, and has dealt in it speculaschools,

one, starting out for himself,

with

tively

LUTHER

LEE, pioneer, Aurora, born in
March 4. 1827, son of Maj.
Lee, who saw service under Gen.

success.

He has been

As-

office

two terms.

Fraternally he

Modern Woodmen

is

a

member

of America.

C.

Vt,

Theodore D.
Sam Houston in Texas;

was educated

grew up

Vermont,
and learned

in

in the public schools,

the jeweler's trade. In 1847 he and his brother
went to Texas, later locating in Aurora, 111.,
where they were together in the jeweler trade
until the breaking out of the Civil War, when

he aided in the organization of the Fifty-second
Illinois Volunteer Infantry, in which he was
commissioned First Lieutenant, and promoted
to Captain.
He was in active service during

when greatly impaired health
necessary for him to resign. After
his partial recovery of health he was in business for several years in Aurora, for some time
lived in Virginia City, Mont., but, returning to
the fall of 1864,

made

much

sessor and Justice of the Peace, holding each
of the

Craftsburg,
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G. KELLER LEET, land-owner, Aurora, 111.,
born in Bradford, Stark County, 111., Dec. 21,
1873, son of William A. Leet, was educated in
his native town and joined his father in business when he was sixteen years of age. While
the family remained at Bradford he gave his
attention to the study of farming and grain
interests, gaining a thoroughly practical knowledge of both lines. In 1890 he came to Aurora,
where he has since given his attention to the
management of large property interests. Mr.
Leet is a large land-owner in both Kane and
Bureau Counties, and until 1903 was associated
with his brother in many banking enterprises.
In 1898 he married Miss Maude Gray, daughter
of John Gray, of Sandwich, HI

Aurora, died there in 1886. Mr. Lee married
Miss Martha Cross, and, after her death, Miss
Fannie Jackson, both of Aurora.

W. LEE (deceased), farmer, Kane
was born in Middletown, Conn., June

RUSSELL
ville,

20,

111.,

1822,

received

.

his education

in

the

home

and in 1844 came to Kane County, 111.,
where he bought a quarter-section of Government land, which he converted into one of the
choice farms of the county. For several winters
schools,

after his arrival in the State he taught school,

and soon won more than

local

prominence.

He

served at different times as Constable, Justice
of the Peace, Supervisor, Assessor, Commissioner of Highways, and for sixteen years

President

Board

was

School Directors.
For two terms he was Postmaster. In 1848 he
married Sophronia C. Spencer, a native of Conof

the

of

and of this marriage were born three
daughters and two sons. One daughter died in
Kaneville April 24, 1896.
necticut,

WARREN
Kaneville,

March

24,

S. LEE, farmer and stock-raiser,
Kane County, was born in Kaneville
1860, son of Russell W. and Sophro-

nia C. (Spencer) Lee. was educated in the local

WILLIAM LEET

(deceased), merchant and
was born in Chester, Conn.,
son of Samuel and Anna Leet,

banker, Aurora,
Oct.

20,

1827,

111.,
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both of New England ancestry, the father being
descended from William Leete, who came from

England in 1639, was Governor of New Haven
Colony and later of Connecticut Colony. His
parents having but limited means, William Leet
had difficulty in securing an education equal to
his ambition, and what he did obtain was

won in the school of experience. In
1841 he removed to Illinois with his uncle, a
Mr. James, and worked on a farm in Peoria

largely

County some four or five years, after which he
spent a short time in his native State. Soon
returning to Illinois, he was employed for a
time in Bureau County, where he purchased
eighty acres of wild land. Later on he purchased and operated a much larger farm in the
same neighborhood, known in after years as the

Leet homestead. Some years before the Civil
War he entered the grain trade at Henry, Marshall County, and for years controlled the
markets at Bradford, Castleburg, Duncan and
Lombardville, all stations on the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railway. Removing to Bradford, he purchased the Bradford Exchange Bank
in 1875, of which he was owner and manager
until his death.
Later in life he established a
bank at Audubon, Iowa, of which his son Frank
W. Leet became manager. He was one of the
largest land-owners in Illinois at one time,
having over 5,000 acres in Stark County alone,
beside extensive holdings in Iowa and other
States.
His grain business brought him to
Chicago in 1888, where he made his home two
years.
In 1890 he removed to Aurora, where
he lived until his death. Sept 5. 1896. Mr. Leet
was married in 1854 to Miss Helen Spear, who
survives him, and lives in Aurora. She is a
native of England. She has remarried, and is
the wife of Matthew T. Chapman, President of
the American Well Works Company.
Mrs.
Chapman and her children have kept the large
Leet estate intact, and have managed it as a
copartnership affair. The children are:
Mrs.
Jonathan C. Stoughton, widow of the Rev. Dr.
Stoughton: Frank W. Leet, of Audubon, Iowa.
President of four banks in that State; Mrs.
Rose Thompson, of Bradford, 111., who has the
unique distinction of being President of two
banks;
Mrs. Anna Boysen, wife of a large
land-owner near Manning, Iowa; and Keller
Leet, an extensive land-owner of Aurora, 111.

CHARLES W. LEHMANN,
111.;

attorney.

born in Roxbury, Mass., Dec.

3,

Elgin,

1874;

edu-

in the public schools, Elgin Academy,
Lake Forest Academy, and obtained his legal
education at Kent College (Chicago), afterwards taking a special course at Harvard and
Heidelberg University.
He was admitted to
the Bar in 1896, and began practice in Elgin
in 1900.
Mr. Lehmann was married Dec. 14,

cated

1899. to Miss Janet N. Ranstead, daughter of
Judge John W. Ranstead, of Elgin.

WILLIAM LEMKE,

retired farmer, Dundee,

born in Germany Nov.

21, 1832;
came to
Dundee 111., in 1859, and for more than thirty
years was identified with agricultural interests
in that locality.
He was married in 1858 to
Miss Christina Sternberg, who was also a native
of Germany.
111.;

ALPHONSO

B.

LEMON,

farmer and stock-

Campion Township, Kane County; born
the township where he now resides, Sept. 8,

raiser,

in

educated in the public schools; located
on his present 260-acre farm in 18S2
married,
in 1S80, Adeline J. Addie.
1858;

;

I'll

FRANK

J.

IKK

.1.

LEKNARTZ

LENNARTZ, merchant and

City

was born in Kenosha
Wis., March 19, 1876, son of Frank and Caroline
(Enter) Lennartz, and was taken by his parents to Geneva, 111., in 1879. where he was
Treasurer, Geneva,

111.,
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manhood and educated

reared to

In 1896 he

schools.

in

the

city

became junior member of
Lennartz & Lennartz, now

the grocery firm of
one of the leading business houses of the city.
In 1901 he was elected City Treasurer of Geneva, and in 1903 is still holding that office.
He is an active Republican, and is influential
in local politics.
Fraternally he belongs to
the order of the Knights of Pythias.
In 1900
he married Miss Grace Gould, of Geneva.

CHARLES

E.

LEWIS, manufacturer, Carpen-

was born in Sharon. Littlefleld
County, Conn., in 1847, and was reared to mantersville,

111.,

hood in the State of

New

York.

He

Illinois

in

home

establishing his

1865,

went

conspicuous in the Grand Army of the Republic.
In 1865 he married, at Fort Wayne, Ind., Miss
Laura A. Barker, of Jefferson County, N. Y.

JAMES

K.

LEWIS,

retired

physician,

St.

born in Onondaga County, N. Y.,
June 23, 1822; received his medical training
in the Geneva Medical College (New York),
graduating from that institution in 1846; came
to St. Charles in 1852, where he remained in
active practice until 1892;
married, in 1847,
Louise M. Ferguson, who died Feb. 14, 1903,
leaving two children Genevieve
who resides
with her father) and John H., of DeKalb
County, 111.
Charles,

111.;

—

(

and came

his education in the public schools,
to

received

«43

in

Kansas, where he
spent six years as a pioneer. At the end of
that period he returned to New York State, but
later entered the employment of the Borden Condensed Milk Company, with which he has been
continuously connected to the present time
1 9 OS
For the last fifteen years he has been
superintendent of the company's extensive plant
Carpentersville,
at
and is recognized
111.,
throughout the country as one of the best informed and most thoroughly practical men
engaged in the business, being frequently called
upon to aid in establishing and putting in
operation the company's plants in different
parts of the United States and Canada, and has
traded largely in the company's interest. He
In 1870 he

Elgin.

)

(

is

a

men

to

.

Mason and a member

of the

Modern Wood-

of America.

CLARK

A.

LEWIS,

editor

and

publisher,

Fort Wayne, Ind., May 5,
1841, there reared and educated in the city
schools, and there learned the printer's trade.
In 1860 he began publishing a paper at Kendallville, Ind., but soon enlisted in the Twelfth
Indiana Volunteer Infantry, his regiment being
mustered in at Indianapolis in May, 1861, and
soon sent to the front. He served in Maryland
and Virginia thirteen months, when his command was discharged on account of expiration
Batavia,

of

111.,

service.

Wayne

born

in

He worked at his
when he went

until 1868,

trade

in

to Peoria,

Fort
111.,

and worked on "The Daily Transcript"- of that

when he came
Batavia and established the "Batavia News,"
of which he is still the editor and publisher.
He is a Mason, a Modern Woodman, and is
city until the following spring,
to

D. B. LINCOLN, Superintendent Aurora Sil
ver Plate Company, Aurora, born at Taunton,
Mass.,

Jan. 26, 1844,

cinda (Field)

son of Horatio and Lu-

Lincoln, received his education

where he was studybroke out. He enlisted
in August, 1862, in Company K, Thirty-third
Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry.
This was
his third enlistment, his father having twice
taken him out of the service on account of his
extreme youth. He served to the end of the
war, being mustered out at Readville, Mass., in
June, 1865. He was married Sept. 6, 1865, and
immediately went into the Taunton Silver Plate
in the

ing

Taunton

when

city schools,

the Civil

War

8

U

HISTORY OF KANE COUNTY.

Company

to

thoroughly learn

its

business, re-

maining with that concern until 1869, when he
went to Brooklyn, N. Y„ to take charge of the
Adams & Hallock Factory, where he remained
until 1875.
The latter year he was engaged
by I. J. Steane & Co., successors to the Taunton
Silver Plate Company, to open up the business
in that city.

After a successful year the plant

was removed from Taunton to New York
where his employers kept him in charge until
1886, in the meantime buying the Albany Silver
Plate Factory, which they removed to New York
to take the place of their first plant destroyed

by fire. In September, 1886, Mr. Lincoln came
west and took charge of the Silver Plate Company at Aurora, acting as its Superintendent, a
position which he has held to the present time.
Mr. Lincoln is a member of the G. A. R., and is
Past Commander of Post No. 20, Aurora. He
is now serving his third term as Chancellor of

and is Lieutenant-Colonel
Regiment of the order.
He served as Alderman from the First Ward
from 1892 to 1896, and was President of the
Board of Public Works under Mayor Howard.
Mr. and Mrs. Lincoln have three children:
the local lodge, K.
of

the

Fifth

Percy G.,
Aurora;
Laughlin,
of Dr. M.

P.,

Illinois

Taunton, now in business in
Carrie, the wife of Dr. A. H. Mcof Aurora;
and Emma V., the wife

born

in

D. Jones, of Chicago.

JOHN LINDEN, manufacturer, Aurora, 111.,
born in Luxemburg, Germany, June 12, 1848,
came with his parents to the United States in
1862, arriving in Aurora, 111., on April 12 of
the same year, and four days later began work
in the J. G. Stolp Woolen Mill of that city.
Mr. Linden was connected with this enterprise
in various capacities until 1884, being promoted
to boss carder in 1867, assistant superintendent

in 1870

and superintendent

in 1879, filling the

latter position for five years,

and engaged

in

the

when he

plumbing and

He was
and on May

the

first

plumber on the Island,

12,

1886,

made

first

also

is

interested

in

the

Aurora

Iron

izers of and a stock-holder in the first street
railway company of that city. Mr. Linden has
been a leading spirit in promoting many manufacturing and business enterprises which have
contributed largely to the building up of
Aurora. He has taken an active part in politics as a member of the Republican party.
On
June 22, 1870, he was married to Miss Lena
Reckinger, and they live in a modern home at
102 Downer Place, one of the handsomest streets

of the city.

JOHN W. LINDEN,

merchant and member of
111., was born in
Luxemburg, Germany, Jan. 26, ±859, and was
brought to this country by his parents in 1862.
The family settled in Aurora, and there Mr.
Linden was reared to manhood and educated in
the local schools. Becoming connected as an
apprentice with Stolp's Woolen Mills in Aurora
the General Assembly. Aurora,

when only

eleven

during the
he had
charge of the carding and spinning department
of the mill.
Since 1885 he has been engaged in
the wholesale and retail liquor trade, and for a
number of years has been one of the leaders of
the Democratic party in Kane County.
In 1891
he was elected a member of the Aurora Board
of Aldermen, and has served continuously in
that body up to the present time (1904).
In
1902 he was elected a member of the Forty-third
General Assembly, and is still a member of that
body. As Chairman of the Democratic Senatorial Committee his services to the party have
been highly appreciated. In 1885 he married
Miss Katherine Winkle, of Aurora.
earlier

years

of

years

his

of

age,

business

career

resigned

gas-fitting

business at 36 Fox Street, Aurora.
the

den

Works and the Linden Manufacturing Company,
and was the organizer of the last named corporation.
As a stock-holder he is identified with
three Aurora banks, and was one of the organ-

tap to the city water-mains,

the city water-works having been installed in

ALEXANDER

C.

LITTLE,

lawyer.

Aurora,

Rome, N. Y., Jan. 18, 1838, son of
John and Nancy (Ray) Little, was educated in
the home schools and at Antioch College, and
came with his parents to Illinois in 1851, the
111.,

born

in

He

1884-5.

family locating at Big Rock. Kane County.

fitting

studied medicine in Joliet and Aurora, graduating from the medical department of the

Continuing in the plumbing and gasbusiness until 1892, he then sold his
establishment to Lake, Judd & Gillette, and on
June 22, 1894, was appointed by Mayor J. C.
Murphy first Superintendent of Sewers, Plumbing and Buildings of Aurora, a position he is
holding at the present time (1904). Mr. Lin-

University of Iowa in 1858, then engaged in
medical practice until 1862, when he enlisted
as a private in Company K, One Hundred and
Twenty-seventh Illinois Volunteer Infantry, and
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was a participant

in

the battles of Chickasaw

Bayou, Arkansas Post, Missionary Ridge, Kenesaw Mountain, the siege of Vicksburg. and of
Atlanta, Resaca and Decatur, Ga., as well as
in many less important engagements.
At the
close of the war he was mustered out as Captain,
and returning to Kane County began the study
of law with Hon. Charles Wheaton, of Aurora,
as his preceptor.
He graduated from the law
department of the University of Michigan, and
was admitted to the bar in 1867. In 1S75 he

was

elected

City

Attorney,

was Mayor

1874-5

was

re-elected

in

and for
more than thirty-five years has held a high
position at the Kane County bar.
In 1875 he
married Miss Bonnie Snow, of Aurora.
1877,

in

of Aurora,

JAMES C. LONG, merchant, Geneva, 111., was
born at Surry, Me., in 1845, a son of Robert and
Betsy (Carr) Long, and was brought by his
parents to Illinois in 1855, receiving his education chiefly in the

Geneva public

beginning work early
store.

In 1862,

in

life

in

schools,
his

and

father's

when only seventeen years

of

age, he enlisted in the Sixty-ninth Illinois Vol-

unteer

Infantry,

service in the

war

and

put

in

three

for the Union.

months'

In 1869 he

became the junior member of the firm of R.
Long & Son, of Geneva, and succeeded to the
business which his father had established in
1880, and with which he has been connected,
as boy and man, for over forty years. Mr. Long
is actively connected with the Geneva Unitarian church, of which his father was a liberal
supporter. Mr. Long was married in 1889 to
Miss Medora Welch, daughter of Rodney Welch,
of Chicago.

ROBERT LONG

(deceased), merchant, Geborn in Hallowell, Me., in 1803. was
reared and educated in his native place. In
1828 he engaged in mercantile pursuits in Bangor, Me., where he lived for some years, when
he removed to Ellsworth, in the same State,
where he continued in trade until about 1853.
In the latter year he received an appointment
in the United States Treasury, which he filled
under the administrations of Presidents Pierce
neva,

111.,

and Buchanan. In 1855 his family removed to
Geneva, 111., and in 1860 Mr. Long established
what is now the oldest store in that city,
which he conducted until his death in 1888, in
the meantime establishing a reputation as an
upright merchant, and in all respects a worthy

citizen.
S.

In 1838 he

was married

845
to

Miss Betsy

Carr, of Ellsworth, Me.

SILAS LONG (deceased), physician; born at
Shelburne, Franklin County, Mass., in 1783,
obtained his education in the East and came
to Big Rock Township, Kane County, where he
began practice in 1840 and became one of the
most widely known pioneers. He died Oct. 27,
1857; his wife, who was Matilda Stebbins, died
in 1845.
Mr. and Mrs. Long reared a family
of ten children.
Their son, Silas O. Long, physician, was born in Shelburne, Mass., June 3,
1814; was a farmer in early life, and was the
first of the
family to come to Illinois. He
visited Kane County in 1839 and selected the
claims on which the family afterward located.
After coming to Kane County he studied medicine and had a large practice for many years,
succeeding his father in the profession. He
died July 3, 1874.
His wife was Miss Sarah
Severance, who died in 1899. The second son
of Dr. Long, Sr., was Edward R., born in
Greenfield, Mass., Sept. 21, 1827; came with the
family to Kane County in 1840 and settled on
Government land, where he passed the remaining years of his life as a successful farmer and
stock-raiser.
Modest and retiring, he never
sought public office, but aided in advancing
educational interests and in the conduct of local
affairs.
For many years he was leader of the
Baptist choir at Big Rock. He was married in
1854 to Miss Emma Dale, of Aurora.

GEORGE

LORD,

real-estate and loans,
Le Roy, Genesee County,
N. Y„ March 26, 1819, son of William and Emily
(Ely) Lord. His early boyhood passed on the
farm, where he secured a public school education.
He entered upon mercantile pursuits in
Palmyra. N. Y., in his youth, and in 1839 went
to New York City, where he was clerk for
Arthur Tappen. Before coming west he was a
partner in the mercantile house of Alfred

Elgin,

111.,

P.

was born

in

Edwards & Co., of New York. Coming to Chicago in 1855 he was for ten years engaged in
the grocery trade with Reynolds, Ely & Co., of
that city; in 1866 became purchasing agent for
fhe Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad, a
position he held for about a year, when he
became business manager of the Elgin National
Watch Company, remaining nine years during
the formative period of that great corporation,
which was then, as it is now, one of the great
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manufactories of

its

kind

in the world,

turning

Kaneville on the southwest.

member

Fraternally he is

Modern Woodmen of America
and the Royal Neighbors. He was married Oct.

more than ten million watches.
Since retiring from the Watch Company, Mr.

a

Lord has given his time to his private business,
though still officially connected with several

20, 1897, to Sarah Van Arsdale, and they have
one daughter.

out

in

190:',

of the

great institutions, such as the First National
Bank of Elgin, and the Illinois Iron & Bolt Com-

pany

monument
in

which he is
The City of Elgin has an enduring
Mr. and Mrs. Lord's public spirit

of Carpentersville, of each of

the President.
of

Lord's Park, a sixty-acre tract, admirably

adapted by nature for park purposes, which had
been fitted up as a pleasure ground for the
people.
He is still giving it much care and
attention.
Mr. Lord has served the city as
Mayor and the State as Trustee and Treasurer
of the Illinois Hospital for the Insane, besides
in the course of his long and busy life, having
filled many other official positions.

EDWARD

C.

LOVELL.

EDWARD

COULTAS LOVELL, son of Vincent Sellar and Lucy (Smith) Lovell, was born
in Chicago, July 18, 1842, and in 1844, was
brought with his father's family to Elgin,

111.,

1902.
where he resided until his death, Jan
His parents were of the very best pioneers. He
was educated in the public schools of Elgin, at
Elgin Academy, the University of Michigan
(Ann Arbor), and at Leipsic, Germany, and was
subsequently employed for five years as a
teacher.
During the Civil War he served as
Adjutant of the One Hundred and Forty-first
Regiment Illinois Volunteer Infantry, Captain
of Company C, One Hundred and Fifty-third
Illinois, and Inspector-General on the staff of
15.

CHARLES

CHARLES

S.

S.

LOVELL.

LOVELL, farmer and

stock-

was born in Kaneville,
son of Sherman and Eliza (ElHis education was secured in the

public schools, with the addition of four terms

Gen. N. A. M. Dudley.
He read law in the
Gen. John S. Wilcox; was City Attorney
and Mayor of Elgin (as was also his younger
brother, Vincent S. Lovell). and presided as

Sugar Grove High School. He was employed
on the farm until 1888, when he was put in
charge of the Kaneville County Line Creamery,
retaining this position until 1894. when he
bought a farm adjoining the town limits of

Judge of the County Court from 1882 to 1890.
On June 30. 1885. he married Miss Carrie G.
Watres. of Scranton, Penn., and three daughters
survive them. At the time of his death Judge
Lovell was local attorney for the Chicago, Mil-

Kaneville

raiser,

Dec.
liott)

at

21,

1864,

Lovell.

111.,

office of
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waukee &
companion

was a
and a Comrade

Paul Railway Company;

St.

of the Loyal Legion

He served as a Trustee of
of the G. A. R.
Elgin Academy; was President of the Board of
Education and of the Public Library. In all
respects he was an excellent man as well as an
upright and enterprising citizen.

SHERMAN LOVELL,

retired farmer, Kaneborn in Cortland County, N. Y., April
4, 1836, was educated in the public schools of
his native State and came to Kane County,
111., in 1856.
He has devoted his life to farming,
and about 1893, purchased a farm a half mile
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perience as a business man was in the grocery
which he was engaged in early man-

trade, in

hood.

In 1888 he was elected

also served in

Town

Collector,

the postoffice for twelve years,

and in 1902 was chosen County Clerk of Kane
County on the Republican ticket. From the
first he has taken an active part in political
affairs, and is regarded as one of the influential
young Republicans of the County.

ville, 111.,

He was
west of the village of Kaneville.
married Feb. 28, 1859, to Miss Eliza Elliott,
by whom he has had four children three
daughters and one son.

—

EDWIN
Aurora,

W. LOUNSBURY, D. D., clergyman,
was born Oct. 22, 1841, at RensseN. Y., and was educated at Roches-

111.,

laerville,

ter in that State.

1862,

His ordination took place in

and he has held notable pastorates

Medina, N.

Church

in

Battle Creek, Mich., twice at the

Y.,

Aurora, and at Canton and
Dayton, Ohio.
He is now Secretary of the
American Baptist Missionary Union for Illinois,
Indiana and Michigan. The honorary degree of
D. D. was conferred upon him by Dennison
University (Ohio), in 1893.
First

JOSIAH

in

JAMES MAIR

(deceased), merchant, Batavia,

was born in Devonshire, Eng., July 3, 1835,
a son of James and Ann
Snow Mair. He
came to the United States in 1857, and was
engaged in the boot and shoe trade in Batavia,
111.,

(

111.,

)

until the lime of his death, Dec. 17, 1900.

During the

later years of his life he was enmanufacturing, and for some years
was Vice-President of the Challenge Wind Mill

gaged

in

Company.
He was a Director of the First
National Bank of Batavia, and for several
years was a member of the Batavia Board of
Aldermen, and also held other local positions.
In 1860 he married Miss Susan Buckingham,
also of English birth and training, who still
survives, living in Batavia.

LYKE,

farmer and stoak-raiser,
was born in Avoca, Steuben
County, N. Y., March 18, 1842, and was educated
in the local schools.
In 1871 he came to Kane
County, where he began farming on a place
which he bought three miles west of the village
of Kaneville.
Mr. Lyke is an honored veteran
of the Civil War, having enlisted Aug. 25, 1862,
in tire One Hundred Sixty-first New York Volunteer Infantry, and served three years, two
months and two clays, being mustered out Oct.
Kaneville,

111.,

27,
1865.
He participated in many of the
severe battles of the war, and now belongs to
the Aurora Post, G. A. R.
He was married

Dec. 31, 1868, to Miss Caroline Gray, and six
three sons and three daughters have
been the fruit of this union.

children

—

—

WILLI \M

WILLIAM
Kane

F.

LYNCH, County

County,
111.,
was born
Nov. 20, 1865, where he
and educated in the city schools.
111.,

Clerk,

RIA1R.

Elgin,

in

Elgin,

was

reared

His

first ex-

WILLIAM MAIR, manufacturer, Batavia, 111.,
born in Batavia, July 19, 1865, son of James
and Susan (Buckingham) Mair, and educated
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in the Batavia public schools; in 1881, entered
the employ of the Challenge Wind Mill Com-

pany, where he learned the
Later he was put in charge
department of the company's
1896 became manager of the

machinist trade.
of the shipping
husines, and

in

W. H. Howell's
Sad Iron Manufactory, at Geneva, these works
being owned and operated by Snow & Russell,
the former the President of the Challenge

Udina, surveying lands for settlers in
In 1842 he

of the county.

Surveyor,
position

was

all

elected

parts

County

and for forty years occupied that

continuously.

was Treasurer

From

1860 to 1862 he

Kane County.

At the time
had been a resident of Elgin
for twenty years. When he died he was serving
of

of his death he

Wind

Company, and the latter a member of the
Elgin Bar. Mr. Mair is now a stockholder and
Secretary of the Challenge Wind Mill Company;
is also a stockholder and Director of the First
In 1900 he was
National Bank of Batavia.
elected to the Batavia Board of Aldermen, and
was re-elected two years later. He was marMill

2. 1895, to Miss Ella May, daughter
May, of Metropolis, 111.

ried. Sept.

of A. C.

SMITH
railroad

L.

MALLORY

builder,

County, N. Y„ Dec.
in

1849,

in

18.

and located

home

lishing his

railroad

pioneer
born in Yates
1809; went to California
(deceased),

Batavia,
in

111.,

Illinois in

in Batavia;

construction and

1852, estab-

became interested
helped to build

a considerable portion of the early lines

now

included in the Burlington System; was identified with western railroad contruction until
his death,

March

29,

1864.

He was married

Jane Henderson of Yates County, N.

to

Y., in 1834.

JOSEPH M. MANLEY, lawyer, Elgin, 111..
born on a farm in Elgin Township. Kane County. July 10. 1874, son of Samuel D. and Cornelia
(Carron) Manley; educated in the South Elgin
public schools and Elgin Academy; read law
with Judge John W. Ranstead and Oscar Jones:
admitted to the bar on August 27, 1895, and has
since practiced his profession in Elgin; was
City Attorney of Elgin from 1899 to 1901; was
a candidate for Judge of the City Courts of
Elgin and Aurora in 1903; is Secretary of the
Republican Club of Elgin and has served as a
member of the Republican Senatorial Committee of the Fourteenth District.

ADIN MANN

(deceased), soldier and public

was born in Orford, N. H.,
and died in Elgin, April 2, 1903.

official,

Oct.

1816,

He was

14.

educated in Meriden College, Meriden. N. H.
from which he was graduated with the degree
of Civil Engineer. In 1836 he came to Illinois,
and established himself as the pioneer surveyor
of Kane County, having his office and home at

\I»IN

MANN,

as City Engineer and as Deputy County Surveyor, and his knowledge of boundary lines and

He
land marks was regarded as invaluable.
made many surveys in Ohio, Pennsylvania.
Nebraska and Kansas, and maps of the entire
made from
In 1842 he moved from
his surveys and notes.
Udina to Elgin, which was his home for the
greater part of his life, though he lived for
States of Nebraska and Kansas were

some years

at Batavia. in

Vicksburg. Miss., for

and later in Kansas. In 1862 he
was commissioned Captain of Company B, One
Hundred Twenty-fourth Illinois Volunteer Infantry, and bore a prominent part in the organHe rose to the rank
ization of that regiment.
of Major, and was mustered out in 1865. at the
end of three years of hard and dangerous service.
At the end of the war he engaged in the
lumber business near Vicksburg, Miss., but he
could not then stem the current of local ill-will
against the "wearer of the blue," and he rea short time,

HISTORY OF KANE COUNTY.
turned to Elgin, and resumed the practice of
He was a member of the Grand
his calling.
Army, and for many years was an interesting
and conspicuous figure at the various gatherings of the veterans of the war. In 1842 Major
Mann was married in Illinois to Miss Lydia P.,
daughter of W. F. Wright, of Oxford, N. H.
They had a family of six sons and two daughters, of whom four sons and two daughters are
now living. Mrs. E. B. Shearman and Mrs. H.
M. Armstrong reside in Kane County, and one
son, Eugene,

has his

home

of the sons served in the

Four
in Batavia.
Union Army during

the Civil War.

ALFRED
111.,

J.

was born

MANN,
in

Y.,

Nov.

8,

Wyoming

1835, son of

His eduBurlington Township, that county.
cation was secured in the local schools, and at
seventeen years of age he became clerk in the
store of the Hon. S. S. Mann, who was the
first merchant at Burlington.
In 1856 he entered into partnership whn his brother, and
they continued in business at that point until
1879, in the meantime extending their operations to Hampshire, where ihey built the first
store and the

In 1879 Alfred

first
J.

1, 1794, son of William Mann, a veteran of the
Revolution, and was reared and educated in
his native State, and in Java, Wyoming County,

N. Y., to which point his parents

1844

In

1810.

butter

and cheese factory.
to Elgin and

Mann removed

became interested in a Chicago store in company with his brother, who had so long been
his partner. In 1881 he practically retired from
business, and has since devoted his attention to
family interests.
He still owns a portion of
the old farm which his father purchased from
the Government, and gives considerable attention to that. For many years he was a member
of the Board of Supervisors from Burlington
Township, and later from Elgin. He has also
served on the Elgin Board of Aldermen, filling
other offices as well. The settlement of estates
and other like duties have occupied much of hip
time during these later years. Mr. Mann was
married in 1858 to Miss Elsie Terwilliger, a
native of Chenango County, N. Y., and daughter
of Philip Terwilliger.
Their children are Effie
Clare and Edith May.

ton Township,

town

(deceased), pioneer, Burling-

Kane County, was born

of Blanford,

left

removed

New York

for

in

Kane

where he purchased 1,200 acres
111.,
Government land in Burlington Township,
and soon made himself known as one of the
County,

of

He continued
on this farm until his death, Sept. 12,
1878.
His wife, Lucy Shearman, was born in
Connecticut in 1798, and died Sept 24, 1870.
They reared a family of five sons and four
daughters, of whom three sons and one daughter were living in 1903.

leading farmers of that county.
to reside

S. MANN (deceased), was born
North Java, Wyoming County, N. Y., May
31, 1826, son of James and Lucy (Shearman)
Mann; came west with his father's family in
May, 1844, locating in Burlington Township,
Kane County, where his father purchased 1,200

SYLVESTER

in

acres

of

Hampden County,

in the

Mass., Jan.

In

land.

1846

Sylvester

S.

Mann

opened a store at Burlington under the name of
Mann & Brown, Mr. Mann being engaged in
farming at the same time.
Later the firm

became Mann, Hapgood & Company, who also
established the creamery at Hampshire and
also the first store at that village.

engaged

in

In 1874 he

buying and selling butter and cheese,

operating extensively in the line until 1883. Mr.
Mann was also interested in breeding Holstein
cattle and imported two large herds of this excellent stock from Holland. He took an active
part in politics and served several terms in
the Illinois State Legislature, meanwhile being
instrumental in securing the passage of many
beneficent and local measures, among them
being the incorporation of the Northern State
Hospital for the Insane, and locating the institution at Elgin.
In 1850 he was married to
Caroline Young, and they became the parents
of four children, viz.:
Elvina J. (Mrs. C. H.
Potter), Alice, John S. and Nellie B. (Mrs. Dr.
O. A. Chappell), all of whom are now living
Mrs. Mann still survives and resides
(1903).
at Burlington.

ROBERT W. MARKLEY,
geon, Elgin,
Ohio, Jan.

JAMES MANN

he

retired merchant, Elgin,

the town of Java,

James and
Lucy (Shearman) Mann, and coming with his
parents to Kane County, 111., when nine years
of age, was reared to manhood on a farm in
County, N.

849

physician and surwas born in Fulton County.
1872, was reared a farmer and

111.,

26,

educated at Beloit College, Beloit, Wis.; entered
the medical department of the Northwestern
University (Chicago) in 1894, and graduated
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from that institution four years

later,

during

the last two years of this course being assistant
to Dr. John E. Owens, Chief Surgeon of the
Chicago & Northwestern Railroad Company. In
1890 he began medical practice at Huntley,
McHenry County, III.; in 1900 he was on the
medical staff of the Mexican Railway Company
for several months, and since his return he has
been located in Elgin. In 1901 Dr. Markley was
mairied to Miss Myrtle Weltzein, daughter of
John Weltzein, of Huntley, 111., and they have
one daughter.

published the "Sandwich Free Press" until 1892.
The latter year he established the "Batavia
Herald," of which he is still editor and publisher (1903). He married Miss Effie Lincoln,
of Kendall County, a lady of superior literary

attainments,

a

talented

elocutionist

and Del-

sarte teacher.

MASON M. MARSH (deceased), Elgin, 111.,
born in Delphi, N. Y., Aug. 5, 1816, was reared
and educated in his native county, where he
was trained for a mercantile career. In 1849
he came to Elgin, 111., where he became connected with the old-time establishment of William C. Kimball, and soon became prominent
in pioneer circles.
He continued to reside in
Elgin as long as he lived, his death occurring
in 1881. His wife, Esther Gardner, was a native
of New York.
She married a second time, and
is

now

widow

the

of

Benjamin Cox,

late

of

Elgin.

FANCIS

MARSTILLER,

physician and
born at Palatine, W. Va.,
April 9, 1866; educated in the schools of Ohio,
Michigan and Illinois; graduated from the Chicago Homoeopathic Medical College in the class

M.

surgeon, Geneva,

latter year,

that city

was married
of Austin.

FRANKLIN

10.

MVIII.KY.

Geneva in the fall of the
and has built up a large practice
and the surrounding country. He

located in

of 1895;

in

111.,

in

1889 to Miss

Ada May

Fields.

111.

JACOB MARX, merchant and ex-Postmaster,
Aurora, 111., born in Aurora, March 19. 1857. son
of Peter Marx, an early German settler, was
educated in public schools, and trained as a
merchant in 1878 he engaged in the grocery
trade, which has been his business to the present time, excepting four years during which he
In 1886 he
served as Postmaster of Aurora.
:

FRANKLIN

E.

MARLEY, newspaper

pub-

Batavia, 111., born in Randolph County,
C, son of Jacob and Louisa (Guthridge)
Marley; was brought to Iowa as a child and
educated in the local schools of that State and
at the Normal in Valparaiso,
Ind.,
and at
lisher,

N.

Omaha, Neb. He learned the printing trade at
Red Oak, Iowa, where he was first engaged in
newspaper work; at a later period was on the
reportorial staff of the Chicago "Inter-Ocean."

He has studied both medicine and law. but the
newspaper work drew him powerfully, and he
has now devoted to it some twenty-two years.
In 1882 he established the "Kendall County
News," which he published for twelve years;
after this he went to Sandwich, 111., where he

Marx Block, and in 1894 was appointed Postmaster by President Cleveland; has
also served as a member of the Kane County
Board of Supervisors and of the Aurora City
erected the

many

years has been a DemoIn 1880 he married Miss Antoinette Zack, of Aurora.

Council, and for
cratic leader in

CHARLES

D.

Kane County.

MARTIN

(deceased), Chicago.

was born in DuPage County. 111.. April 10, 1845.
and reared in Geneva, where he attended the
local schools,

being also a student at the UniHis first business experi-

versity of Michigan.
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ence was had in the office of Pindar Ward, in
About 1868
the abstract business at Geneva.
he went to Chicago, where he was appointed
Deputy Recorder by Norman T. Gassette, then

CHARLES

D.

851

was engaged in farming there from 1843 to
which he removed to Geneva, where
he engaged in the furniture and undertaking
business until 1885, when he retired from active
business.
He was one of the first members
of the Geneva Town Council, served as City
Treasurer of Geneva, and for twenty-four years
he was Commissioner of Highways. From the
organization of the Republican party he has
been connected with it. Mr. Martin was married to Miss Julia Buck, of Lancaster, N. Y.,
Four sons were born of this
Feb. 24, 1842.
The
union, of whom all are now deceased.
1848, after

MARTIN.

Recorder of Cook County. After the great fire
of 1871 he was employed in the office of Handy

& Company,

pioneers in the abstract

title busi-

and predecessors of the Chicago Title &
Trust Company. While in this business he became known as a most excellent judge of land
values, and his judicious investments in real
estate brought him rich returns.
About 1887
he retired from the abstract business and subness,

DAVID MARTIN.

sequently devoted his attention to his private
affairs.
His death occurrea March 25, 1892. In
1884 Mr. Martin married Miss Emma L. Tripp,

only descendants of this family now living are
two grandsons, Charles Chester and Edwin
Daniel Martin. Mr. Martin died Feb. 19, 1904,

daughter of Rev. G.

Mrs. Martin

C. Tripp, of Chicago.

DAVID MARTIN,

Geneva, 111., pioneer, born
Pa., April 3, 1820, son of
David and Fannie (Frick) Martin, and at the
age of nine years was taken by his parents
to the State of New York, where they founded
a town, which they named after their native
town in Pennsylvania, Lancaster. The father
in

Lancaster County,

and mother came
lished their

be

home

to Illinois in 1848,

in

and

DuPage County,

more than ninety years

old.

estab-

living to

David Martin

still

surviving him.

DAVID MASON

(deceased), pioneer farmer,

Dundee Township, Kane County,

111.,

born in

Savoy, Berkshire County, Mass., June 28, 1818.
son of Edward and Mary (Pierce) Mason, was
reared on a New England farm, and obtained
his

education in the

common

schools of

his

which he attended during the
In 1838 he
winter months of each year.
married Miss Eliza Colson, who was born in
Windsor, Mass.. and shortly after marriage
native

State,
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After visiting the
they started for Illinois.
southern part of this State, they came to Dundee Township, Kane County, where Mr. Mason
bought the claim to a tract of land about three
miles west of Dundee village, receiving title to
the same from the Government in 1840. Mrs.
Mason died in 1891. Mr. Mason resided on the

home farm sixty-three years, and in
moved to Elgin and thereafter made

1901. re-

his

home

with his daughter. For many years he was
widely known as a sheep raiser.
He was a
man of kindly disposition, and a thrifty, sagaThe old David
cious and intelligent farmer.
Mason homestead is one of the land-marks in
this part of Kane County. Mr. and Mrs. Mason
reared a family of five children: J. Rollin and
Maria H. (deceased), Mrs. Jean M. White, of
Elgin; J. Leland Mason, and Mrs. Ada M.
Teeple, who resides in Dundee. Mr. Mason died

June

14,

1903.

Aurora, and at first was clerk in a grocery store,
but soon began traveling for the J. P. Fogg
Seed Company, in which occupation he continued until 1874, when he and his brother O.
T. bought out the Hattery Bros, steam bakery
at Aurora, continuing it as the Mason Bros.'
Bakery. In 1890 they sold out to the American
Biscuit Company, the business being taken over
seven years later by the National Biscuit Company, Mr. J. O. Mason being General Manager
under both corporations until 1900. He is still
a stockholder in the last named corporation.
In 1895 he assisted in the formation of the
Aurora Corset Company of which he is now
Treasurer and a Director. He is also Vice-President of the Fox River Light, Heat and Power

Company, a Director of the German-American
Bank at Aurora, a member of the Kane County
Board of Supervisors and Treasurer of the City
Aurora.
He married in 1895 Miss Roma
daughter of Charles A. Adams, of Aurora,
and at one time of Fort Ann, N. Y.
of

L.,

J. LELAND MASON, farmer and stock-breeder,
was born in Dundee Township, Kane County,
111., June 30, 1847, son of David and Eliza (Col-

Mason, educated in the district schools
and trained to farming. In 1871 he engaged in
the milk business in Chicago, Snd for one year
in a cheese factory at Cameron, Mo. Returning
to Dundee in 1875, he embarked in dairy farming, in which he has since been engaged on an
extensive scale.
In later years he has also
been largely interested ii> breeding HolsteinFresian cattle, and giving special attention to
fattening hogs for the Cnlcago market.
Mr.
Mason has always been interested in farmers'
organizations, and keeps in touch with all that
tends to improvement in practical farming. His
fine stock and well-cultivated nelds demonstrate
what a young man, unaided, may acquire by
perseverance and intelligence. J. L. Mason was
married in 1870 to Jeannette Fraser, daughter
of Thomas and Ann Fraser, of Rutland Township, Kane County, 111.
Beside the material
success they have achieved, they have reared
and educated the following named children who
reside in Dundee:
Edith R., Rollin E., Anna
E., Irving F., Mildred M., Elizabeth A.. David
A., Thomas L., and Josephine J.
a family of
which they may justly be proud.
son)

—

JOHN MASON

(deceased),

pioneer farmer.

Dundee Township, Kane County, 111., was born
in Savoy, Mass., in 1816, where he was reared
and trained
he came

to

in the blacksmith's trade.

Dundee,

III.,

In 1839

and for a time worked

among the pioneer settlers, but very
soon purchased a tract of land four miles southwest of Dundee, and about the same distance
at his trade

from Elgin. He received the title to this land
from (he Government, and he here made his
home until his death, which occurred in 1876.
He was widely known and highly esteemed.
Mr. Mason was twice married, his first wife
being Diantha Kelsey, who bore him two sons
Mrs. Eleanor Sherman.
and two daughters:
Judson P., Mrs. Mary Beverly and Emerson (deceased). After her death he married Malinda
Bradley,

who survived him

and died

in California.

JUDSON

P.

MASON,

for several

years

dairy farmer and stock-

Dundee Township, Kane County. 111.,
was born in the Township where he now resides, March 31, 1850, son of John and Diantha
(Kelsey) Mason. His education was obtained
feeder,

in

the public schools, and Eastman's Business
After leaving
Poughkeepsie, N. Y.

College.

JAMES

MASON, manufacturer, Aurora,
O.
born in Fort Ann, Washington County. N.
Y., Feb. 6, 1S46, was reared on a farm and educated in the local schools.
In 1868 he came to
111.,

became connected with a cheese facCameron. Mo., the first in that State.
After remaining there seven years he came back
to Dundee. 111., to take up dairy farming, folschool he
tory at
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lowing the business
is

also

to the present

quite extensively engaged

time (1903);
in feeding

and hogs. Mr. Mason is a member of the
Farmers' Institute and has been among the
most active in promoting its interests; is also
a Director of the Farmers' Institute for the
cattle

In 1872 he
Congressional District.
to Miss Annie S. Fraser, daughter
of Thomas and Anne Fraser, pioneer settlers
of Rutland, Kane County, 111., who emigrated
from Livingston County, N. Y., in 1839. Mr.

Eleventh

was married

and Mrs. Mason's family consists of five sons
and one daughter: John T., Frank S., Richard,
Raymond, Mark J. and Mary Edna.

Company

as office

became interested

«53

man and

bookkeeper, later

in the Star

Works, and since

June, 1896, has been Secretary of the corporation, and a member of the Board of Directors.

For several years he was clerk of the village
Carpentersville, has been President of the
Village Trustees, and is now President of the
Carpentersville Literary and Library Associa-

of

He is a member of the Odd Fellows, the
Modern Woodmen and the Court of Honor. In
1888 he married Miss Fannie Gorom, daughter
of David and Lucia Gorom, of Carpentersville.
tion.

ADELBERT MATHEWSON,
Kane County Bank, Elburn,

ORVIN

MASON,

T.

retired

merchant and

manufacturer, Aurora, III., was born at Fort
Ann, N. Y., Aug. 29, 1851, and was there reared
and educated, learning the wagon-makers' trade
In 1872 he came
in his father's manufactory.
west and connected himself with the wholesale
seed house of J. P. Fogg & Son, traveling in
their interest some four years. In 1875, in company with his brother, J. O. Mason, he engaged
in the retail baking business, which they finally
developed into a wholesale trade, and in 1891
sold out to the American Biscuit Company.
With the Aurora branch of this large enterprise Mr.' Mason remained in association, as
he did with

Company,

its

until

active business.

successor, the National Biscuit
1901,

He

when
is

still

he
a

retired

from

stockholder in

Company, and is closely
connected with the banking interests of Aurora,
as a stockholder and Director of the Aurora
National Bank, and stockholder in other banks.
Mr. Mason was married in 1881 to Miss Georgia
the National

Biscuit

Ingersoll, of Madison, Ohio, a relative of Robert

G.

Ingersoll's father used to preach.

111..

has since served as assistant cashier of that institution.
He was married Oct. 24, 1883, to
DeEtte Warren.

LEMUEL McALPINE

EDWARD
tersville.

Masters,

C.

MASTERS,

manufacturer, Carin Carpenof Thomas
1864, son

Kane County, was born

111.,

Nov.

5,

who was born

in

England and came

For three
country in the early '50s.
years he had his home at Brewster, N. Y., and
established himself in Carpentersville about
1856, where he died in 1890. Edward C. Masters
grew to manhood in Carpentersville, where he
to

(deceased), physician,

Aurora, 111., born at Winsted, Conn., in 1808;
read medicine in his native State and practiced

New York State before coming to Illinois;
came to Illinois in 1853, locating on a farm
in DeKalb County, and afterwards gave his
in

attention

agricultural

pursuits until 1869
Aurora, where he passed
the remainder of his life, dying May 24, 1894.
His wife, who was Miss Sarah Price before her
marriage, died in 1892.
Their surviving children are: Hulburt, Thomas, William and Mrs.
Edwin Tenny.
to

when he removed

DAVID

to

this

secured his education in the public schools, and
was trained to a mercantile life. In 1887 he

became connected with the Star Manufacturing

S.

McBRIDE,

real-estate

operator,

born in County Monaghan, Ireland,
March 2, 1848, son of Thomas and Rebecca
(Robinson) McBride, was educated at Elgin
Academy, joined his father in grain and warehouse business, and later was associated with
his brother Thomas in the firm of McBride
Bros., engaged in the coal and building material
trade. In 1891 he sold his interest in this business, and has since confined his attention
mainly to real estate. He and his brother
Thomas built the McBride Block, long the leading business block of the city, and it is still
in possession of the family.
Elgin,

pentersville,

born at Camp-

August 19, 1857; educated in the
public schools; began his business career as a
clerk in a drug and grocery store at Elburn
and engaged in the same business as a partner
with J. C. F. Clark in 1878; purchased an
interest in the Kane County Bank in 1895, and
ton.

and reared near the old church

Ingersoll,

where Mr.

assistant cashier

111.,

111.,

HISTORY OF KANE COUNTY.

8 54

THOMAS McBRIDE

(deceased), merchant,
born in County Monaghan, Ireland,
in 1808, was educated and prepared for a mer-

Elgin,

cantile

111.,

life

his

in

native land;

came

to

the

United States in 1850, with the intention of
making his home as far west as the railroads
would carry him. This located him at Elgin,
at that time the terminus of the Chicago &
Galena Union Railroad. His first business was
selling osage orange hedge plants to farmers,
at that timely widely used for hedges; later
bought grain and other farm produce very ex
tensively for the Chicago markets, and still later
became a dealer in coal and lumber, and operated a large farm, becoming one of the early
dairymen and shippers of milk to Chicago. His
wife, Rebecca (Robinson) McBride, was born
ancestry,
in County Tyrone,
of Scotch-Irish
and (1903) is still living. Mr. McBride died

and was reared in the State of New York, his
parents having located on a farm near Elmira,
while he was still a small boy. His education
was secured in the public schools, and he was
trained to a farming career. In the fall of 1833
he started for Illinois, and after a tedious and
eventful journey, he arrived in Kane County
the following spring, where he filed a claim on
a tract of land containing about three hundred

Fox River. In company with his
Samuel McCarty. who had soon followed him to the West, he founded the city of
Aurora in 1835.
Active in promoting the
growth of the town, he displayed those business
acres on the
brother,

make

qualities that

promise of a

for large success,

brilliant

future.

and had
However, all

this went for naught, as his health failed in
a short time, and he passed awav in Aurora in
1839.

in 1888.

ALEXANDER McCARNACK

(deceased), pio-

neer settler, born in Newton Stewart. Wigtonshire, Scotland, Nov. 11, 1811; obtained a good
education in the public schools, and was trained
to agricultural pursuits on a Scotch sheep

farm; came with his father's family to the
United States in 1838, locating with them in
Rutland Township, Kane County. Mr. McCarnack was an intelligent and successful farmer,
who passed all the years of his mature life in
Kane County. He was at various times a member of the Kane County Board of Supervisors
and held other local offices. He died Feb. 1.
His wife, whose maiden name was Mar1887.
garet E. Eakin, was born in Londonderry. Ireland.

EDWIN

McCARNACK,

physician and surborn in Rutland Township.
Kane County. Feb. 8, 1854; educated in the
public schools and Elgin Academy; graduated
from Bennett Medical College in 1881, and from
the medical department of the University of
Illinois in 1889: took a post-graduate course at
geon,

the

A.

Elgin,

111.,

New York

Polyclinic in

1890;

located

in

Elgin in the latter year, where he has built
up an extensive practice. He was married in
1883 to Miss Rhoda E. Harrison, daughter of
William R. Harrison, of Bethlehem, Conn.

JOSEPH McCARTY

(deceased), Aurora, pioMorristown, N. .1., in 1808,
son of Charles and Mary (Scudder) McCarty,
neer,

was born

in

s VII

SAMUEL McCARTY
deceased
pioneer.
Aurora, was born in Morristown, N. J., March
9.
1810, son of Charles and Mary
Scudder
McCarty, and when two years old was taken by
(

I

,

(

i

them

to a farm near Elmira. N. Y. where he was
reared and educated in the public schools. He
learned the trade of millwright, and in 1834

came

lo

who had

the

West

to

join

his

older brother,

preceded him a few months, and had
taken up a land claim of 300 acres on which
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the city of Aurora was afterward located. His
journey was made via the Erie Canal to Buffalo, by lake and river to Detroit, and by stage
the rest of the way.
Prior to his arrival his
brother had secured for him a squatter's claim
of 400 acres near his own, for which he had
paid $60. When Mr. McCarty arrived, he found
seven people on the site of the present city. A
half-interest in his brother's claim was purchased by him, and in the fall of 1836 they
surveyed and laid out the town of Aurora. The
same year they built the first bridge across the
east channel of the Fox River, and when it had
to be replaced in 1838 they were the principal
contributors to its rebuilding.
In 1836 they
erected the first grist-mill in Aurora, and they
also built the first saw-mill in Big Rock Township.
When the State Line Road was located
from Chicago to Galena in 1836, Samuel
McCarty secured the opening of an intersecting
road that reached Aurora, making close stage
connections also with Naperville.
In 1838 the
death of the elder McCarty put Samuel McCarty
at the head of the McCarty interests in Aurora,
and for many years thereafter he was the leading property owner and the dominant spirit
in the making of the city.
It is worthy of note
that during these years Mr. McCarty always
refused to sell land to any man intending to
engage in the sale of intoxicating liquor, and it
was long before the traffic secured a foot-hold in
the city. He gave the land on which is located
the First Methodist church, and also the land
on which the Congregational church formerly
stood.
Mr. McCarty was a member of the
Methodist church, in which he held many official positions, and was a most active worker.
For many years he was President of the Board
of Trustees of Jennings Seminary, and he gave
to the city Lincoln Park.
His earlier years
were devoted largely to the milling business,

«55

in 1850.
Three years later he married Mrs.
Emily (Swayze) Davis, of Chicago, who sur
vives him, and still lives in the old homestead
at Aurora.
The only surviving children of Mr.
McCarty were born of his last marriage. They
Mrs. Eva Dent Johnson, of Aurora; Sidare:
ney G.. of Oakland, Cal., and Charles S., of

Chicago.

Besides Mrs. McCarty, the only rep-

resentatives of this pioneer family

now

living

Aurora are Mrs. Johnson and her children,
Helen M., Edwin N., and Lucy Gladys. Robert
and Kenneth are sons of Sidney McCarty, the
in

California representative of the family.

McCarty has a daughter born

Mrs.

of her first mar-

now Mrs. Charles Roe, of Evanston.
two daughters are Mrs. A. C. McCord, of
cago and Mrs. B. W. Lord, of Burnside,
Her two sons are Edgar C. and Samuel D.
both of Evanston, 111.
riage,

Her
Chi-

Ky.
Roe,

GEORGE McCOLLUM

(deceased), manufacborn at Montrose, Penn., in
1804, came to Kane County, 111., in 1836, locating first at Aurora, where he engaged in blacksmithing and later established a wagon and
carriage manufactory, which he operated during his active business career and which is still
operated by his sons, George S. and Orlando
Mr. McCollum died in 1893.
J. McCollum.
turer. Aurora,

111.,

JOHN McCOY,
St.

Charles,

implement dealer and farmer,

111.,

born

in

Limerick,

Ireland,

Chicago became so extensive £.s to demand all
His was the first brick residence erected in Kane County, and he built
the first substantial frame building in Aurora.

John and Bridget (O'Brien)
McCoy, natives of the same noted Irish city.
The family came to America in 1857, and after
spending a few weeks in Chicago, in June of
that year went to St. Charles, Kane County. In
1867 the elder McCoy bought a farm in the
north part of the township, where he spent
the remainder of his life.
John McCoy, Jr.,
lived with his parents working the farm as long
as they lived, when it fell to him by inheritance.
He was actively engaged in farm work until
1900, when having leased his land he started in
the agricultural implement trade in St. Charles,
and in this business is still actively engaged.
In polities he is independent.
In May, 1864,

The Tremont

although then only seventeen years of age, Mr.

but later his real-estate interests in Aurora and
his attention.

Hotel, as well as other pioneer

structures, were built by him.
30, 1889,

mourned by the public

He

died

March

as the founder

the city of Aurora, and as a citizen most

July

8,

McCoy

1848, son of

enlisted in

Company

K,

One Hundred
and bore

Forty-first Illinois Volunteer Infantry

arms

was married

until his time of service expired.
His
parents were both long-lived, his father dying
April 26, 1899, at the age of eighty-seven, and

New

his mother. Dec. 29, 1897, at the age of eighty-

of

active in promoting its welfare.

Mr. McCarty

in 1837 to Miss Phoebe Stolp, of
York, who died in 1839. In 1847 he married Miss Emily Wheeler, of Chicago, who died

four.
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Henry Weber

JOHN McKEE

W. McCULLOUGH, manuiaj-

Canada,
June 28, 1864; in 1882 he became connected
with the wagon manufacturing establishment of
turer, Batavia,

111.,

born

at Brockville,

in Chicago, retaining this connec-

Batavia,
to

New

moved to Kane County in ibe
the owner of lands, a portion

when he became a stock-holder
Newton Wagon Company

divided

has since been identified with the
manufacturing interests of Batavia, and also to
some extent with the conduct of municipal
affairs.
He was married in 1889 to Miss Clara

not the

tion until 1886,

and Secretary

of the

at Batavia;

J.

(deceased), pioneer settler,
born in Belfast, Ireland, and came
York State with hi^, elder brother; re111.,

town

first

additions

early

into

to

He was one

of Batavia.

and became
which he sub-

'30s

of

the

original

of the

first,

if

station agent' at Batavia on the

Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad, the
first railroad
built to Batavia.
He lived a
bachelor and died in 1859.

Moore, daughter of William Moore, of Chi-

DANIEL McKELLAR

cago.

settler,

JAMES McGOUGH,

farmer, Burlington Town-

Kane County, 111., born in Dublin. Ireland,
about 1835; came to Canada in 1851 removing to
Mr.
Kane County, 111., the following year.
McGough lived in DeKalb County for some
ship,

time,

where he was engaged

in the

manufacture

of brick, but since 1870 has been interested in

dairy farming in Burlington Township, and is
actively engaged in that industry. He has

still

four sons and one daughter who reside in BurHenry. John, Fred,
lington Township, viz.:

Plato,

111.,

Scotland, June

was

12,

came

pioneer

(deceased),

born

in

March

died

1813,

Argyleshire,
16,

1889.

New

Yon*, and ten years
later settled in Elgin, 111.
Mr. McKellar came
to Plato Corners in 1853, and engaged in farming, which he followed until his death.
He
was married to Miss Emily Sovereign in 1850,
and their surviving children are as follows:
Sarah, who is Mrs. John Sherwood;
John;
Mary, Mrs. Thomas Dadswell
Anna B., Mrs.
Robert Shedden Ruby, Mrs. Arthur J. Durand
Richard H. and James G.
In 1836 he

to

;

;

Harry and Ida (Mrs. Ward).

JOHN

ARDSLEY

H.

surgeon, Aurora,
Kans., Sept.

15,

McLAUGHLIN,
111.,

1868;

was

physician and
born at Hinsdale.

educated

in

the public

schools of Illinois and at Kewanee Academy;
studied medicine at the Eclectic Medical Institute at Cincinnati, Ohio, graduating from that
In the latter
institution in the class of 1890.
year he began practice in Aurora, 111., and has
since gained prominence in the profession in

Dr. McLaughlin was married in 1892
Miss Carrie L. Lincoln, daughter of D. B.
Lincoln, of Aurora.

that city.

McKELLAR,

County

Clerk,

Kane

County, residence, Plato, was born in Plato. Ill
Jan. 11. 1857; was educated
in
the public
schools; has spent his life chiefly as a farmer,
at the same time dealing extensively in cattle.
Politically Mr. McKellar is a Republican, and
was elected County Clerk in 1898 serving four
years. He is a member of the Republican County Committee, on which he has served since
1890.
Fraternally he belongs to the Knights
,

of Pythias.

to

JAMES
tractor,

JOEL McKEE

(deceased), pioneer settler,
born in Belfast, Ireland, in 1807;
came to the United States as a boy and grew to
manhood in Albany, N. Y.; removed to Kane
County, 111., in 1834, locating on a section of
land at Batavia, where he engaged in farming;
later purchased other tracts of land and became
one of the largest land owners in the county,
much of the present city of Batavia being built
on land originally owned by him; also operated
one of the pioneer flouring-mills of Batavia, besides being interested in paper and saw-mills.
He was married in Albany, N. Y., to Jane Risk.
Mr. McKee died in Batavia in 1873.
Batavia,

111.,

T.

McMASTER

Batavia,

111.,

(deceased),

born

in

con-

Mariaville.

Schenectady County, N. Y., April 28, 1831, grew
up in his native locality, and learned the carpenter's

trade.

He came

to

Batavia.

111.,

in

and the following year enlisted in the
Union army, serving three years in the One

1860,

Hundred Twenty-fourth Illinois Volunteer InAfter the war he returned to Batavia.
and was engaged in contracting and building
during his entire business life.
He was apfantry.

Postmaster of Batavia by President
Harrison, and held that position until his death.

pointed

May

25,

nicipal

1896.
offices.

He had also held various muMr. McMaster was married in

1853 to Miss Kaness Gibson, of Utiea. N. Y.
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FRANCIS

M.

McNAIR, Sugar

cian and surgeon,

Grove, physi-

a native of Mauston, Wis.,
where he was born June 14, 1860, son of Dr.
Robert McNair, whose professional career is
sketched in this volume. The son was reared
is

to manhood in Maple Park, 111., where he secured his education in the public schools, and
began the study of medicine with his father.
He was graduated from the College of Physicians and Surgeons at Keokuk, Iowa, in 1893,

and

opened an

at once

office

for

In 1892 he took a course of
in Kane County.
lectures at the Post-Graduate Medical College
in Chicago, and is regarded as highly fitted for
his calling.
The Doctor gives special attention

and has attained more than
his
that
branch
of
in

distinction

He

ing.

contributes

to

local
call-

journals
medical
a popular mem-

moves, and is
ber of the State Medical Soci3ty and the Fox
In 1890 he
River Valley Medical Association.
married Miss Nina Inez Vandeventer, of Versailles, 111.
Their children are Francis and
Donald McNair.
as the

spirit

Maple Park, 111., but in 1893 removed to Bawhere he has since built up a successful
practice. While his practice has been of a genat

tavia,

he has given special attention
surgery and bacteriological work, and his
post-graduate work has been largely along these
lines.
He was married in 1892 to Miss Blanche
Minium, daughter of George Minium, of Maple
Park, and their only child. Mary, was born
Nov. 3, 1896.
eral character,
to

professional

labor at Sugar Grove, where he has built up
what is probably the largest country practice

to surgery,

85

FRED

G. McNAIR, farmer, Blackberry TownKane County; born in the township where
he now resides, Nov. 15, 1858; educated in the
ship,

remained on his father's homewhen he began
farming for himself, and has since been engaged in dairy farming and stock-raising; married on March 16, 1897, Carrie E. Gramley.

ROBERT
was born

McNAIR

(deceased),

physician,

Venango. Crawford County, Penn.,
Nov. 27, 1814, son of David McNair, who came
to this country from the North of Ireland and
in

of distinguished Scotch ancestry.
The
McNair served under General W. H. Harrison on the frontier in the War of 1812. The
subject of
this sketch grew up in his native

came
elder

State and educated himself mainly by his

He

efforts.

gan

practicing

From

there he

practiced

own

studied medicine in Buffalo and be-

in

his

profession

came west and

Wisconsin,

but

Maple Park, Kane County,

at

for a

later

111.,

Venango.
few years
located

in

where he con-

tinued his professional labors until a few years
before his death, which occurred in Batavia.
111.. Jan. 19, 1901.
He was married in 1844
Miss Mary A. Lakin. who died in 1876.

to

district schools;

stead until thirty years of age,

HARVEY McNAIR.

farmer and merchant.
born in Pennsylvania in 1829:

Batavia,

111.;

came

Illinois in early

to

manhood and

settled

on a farm in Kaneville Township, Kane County:
later engaged in the mercantile business in Elburn and still later in the drug trade at Batavia.
He died in Batavia in 1893.

OLIVER
born

in

14, 1866,

McNAIR, physician, Batavia, 111..
Kane County, 111., Nov.
son of Dr. Robert and Mary (Larkin)
P.

Maple Park,

McNair, received his academic education at the
Maple Park high school, read medicine under
the preceptorship of his father, and graduated
from Rush Medical College, Chicago, in 1892. He
has since taken post-graduate courses at the
Chicago Clinical School and the Post-Graduate
Medical School of Chicago. He began practice

SAMUEL McNAIR (deceased) was born at
Venango, Crawford County, Penn., Feb. 8, 1823,
and died in Kalamazoo, Mich., June 30, 1898.
He was the son of David McNair, and a brother
of Dr. Robert McNair, mentioned elsewhere in
this volume; came west in 1844 and began the
study of medicine in 1850, receiving his degree
of medicine from Rush Medical College, Chicago, in 1859.
For many years he was one of
the leading physicians of the northern part of
Kane County, his practice extending also into
De Kalb County. His home was first at Kaneville, and later at Elburn, until he retired from
practice and went to live with his son at Kalamazoo, Mich.

THOMAS McNAIR
in Erie

(deceased), farmer, born
6, 1817; came to
Kane County, where

County, Penn., March

Illinois in 1837, locating in

he took up a claim of government land on
which he resided until his death, which occurred May 5, 1891. He was married on March
8, 1846, to Sarah Cochran.
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JOHN McNEIL,

merchant, Elgin, 111,, born
(near Glasgow), Scotland, May 22,
1839, and came with his mother to the United
States in 1848, locating with the family on a
(arm in Dundee Township, Kane County. He
obtained his education chiefly at the Elgin
Academy, and in boyhood was trained to farm-

at

Airdrie

In 1862 he engaged in merchandising in
Elgin as junior member of the the firm of Todd
& McNeil, and later became a member of the
ing.

firm of M. &.

and

J.

groceries.

beautiful country home three miles northwest of Elgin. He has frequently revisited his
old home in Scotland and is an extensive traveler in Europe.
In 1859 Mr. McNeil married
Miss Catherine Dempster, daughter of Alexander Dempster, a pioneer settler of Dundee.
Mrs. McNeil died in 1870 and the following
year Mr. McNeil married Miss Orel Martin,
of Wayne, 111.
His sons, Gordon and Marvin,
are associated with him in business in Chicago.
{

McNeil, dealers in dry goods

In 1872, after the Chicago

fire,

the brothers McNeil formed a partnership with

Charles Higgins and founded the wholesale
grocery business of the McNeil & Higgins Comwholesale grocery
oldest
pany, one of the
Mr. McNeil has
establishments in Chicago.
the
excepresided in Elgin since 1862 with
He has
tion of three years spent in Chicago.

been a Director of the Home Savings Bank of
Elgin since its organization, and a Director
of the Home National Bank for many years:
is also largely interested in the West Elgin
Improvement Company. Mr. McNeil was married in 1864 to Miss Janet Crichton, daughter
of Robert Crichton, a pioneer settler of Dundee
Township. Mr. and Mrs. McNeil are the paJohn L., Walter
rents of four children, viz.:
W. and Howard C. all graduates of Harvard
College and now associated with their father
business)
and an only daughter. Miss
in
Maude McNeil, educated at Ogantz Seminary,
(

Philadelphia.

CHARLES I. McNETT, lawyer. Aurora, 111.;
born in DeKalb County, 111., Jan. 10. 1860; read
law under the preceptorship of E. B. Snow; admitted to the bar in 1882; began practicing law
in Aurora in 1883, and has since been actively
engaged in professional work in that city; has
served as City Attorney of Aurora, and in
1893 was appointed Master in Chancery for
the Circuit Court of Kane County by Judge
Henry B. Willis, and has since filled that position.
He was married in 1889 to Miss Clara
Salem, of Aurora.
CHARLES B. MEAD, publisher, Geneva. 111..
born in Beloit, Wis., Aug. 17, 1856; when seven
years old went with his parents to Iowa, settling
at New Oregon, where he learned the printer's
trade in the office of the Cresco "Plain-Dealer."
In 1881 he established the "Journal" at Waterloo,

and nine years

Wis.,

zen," at Beloit.

later, the

In June, 1891. Mr.

"Daily

Citi-

Mead came

Geneva, bought the "Geneva Republican."
which he has since conducted as a triweekly
publication.
He is Coroner of Kane County,
and President of the District Republican
Editorial Association. At
Cres 'o. Iowa, in
1881, he was married to Miss Anna Bungard.
and they have three sons: Cadwell P., Ernest J.
and Leonard C, all living at home.
to

MALCOLM McNEIL,

merchant, Chicago, was
near Glasgow, Scotland, Sept. 12, 1832,
and educated in the home schools; came to the
United States in 1848. and with his mother
born

and family, established a home three and a half
miles from Dundee, in the township of that
name in Kane County. In 1858 he engaged in
the retail grocery trade in Elgin, but later be-

came a member

own

of the wholesale firm of M.

&

J.

JULIA MEIKLE.IOHN.
a native of Fond

physician. Elgin.

111.,

du Lac, Wis., was born in

McNeil, in which his brother John was junior
partner.
In 1872 Mr. McNeil removed to Chicago and founded the McNeil & Higgins wholesale grocery house, one of the largest in the

Her
1867, the daughter of John Meiklejohn.
academic education was obtained in the Merrill Institute at Fond du Lac. Wis., and in the
State Normal School at Oshkosh, Wis. For four

West. Mr. McNeil has long given his personal
attention to the business, having been President

years she taught school, in the meantime reading medicine, and graduated from the Women's
Medical Department of the Northwestern UniFor the ensuing
versity, at Chicago, in 1895.

For many
most successful operations, he was President of the Chemical
National Bank of Chicago, and lately has managed several extensive farms, one being his
of the

company

since

its

beginning.

years, including the period of its

six

months she was interne

Children's

came

to

Hospital

Elgin,

in

at the

Chicago,

Women
and

in

and
1896

where she established herself
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and has since remained, taking high rank

in

In 1902 she
medical circles of the city.
took a post-graduate course in the medical de-

the

partment of Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, Md., and belongs to the Fox River Valley
Medical Association, and the Physicians' Club
of Elgin.

EDWIN MEREDITH,

retired hardware merborn in Montgomeryshire,
Wales, in 1840, was brought by his parents to
this country in 1843, but was returned to his
native land the following year, and there remained until be reached the age of seventeen
years. His education was secured in the schools
of his native land and in Clark's Seminary, at
Aurora. In bis early manhood he was engaged
in farming, and spent two years in the lumber business in California. In 1869 he engaged
in company with his brother, Thomas Meredith,
in the hardware trade at Batavia, continuing

chant, Batavia,

111.,

in ihis business until his retirement

from

act-

Mr. Meredith was
one of the founders of the First National Bank
ive mercantile life in 1892.

and was a member of its first Board
He has been much interested in
several manufacturing enterprises of Aurora,
and has led an honorable and useful career. In
1874 he was married to Miss Emma L. Wheeier,
Mr. Meredith has twice revisited
of Batavia.
of Batavia,

of Directors.

his native land since his first return as a boy.

EDWIN

K.

MEREDITH,

electrician. Batavia.

born in Batavia, May 24, 1860, son of
Thomas and Harriet (Kemp) Meredith, received
his education in the Batavia public schools, and
early turned his attention to engineering and
electricity.
In 1889 he was appointed Superintendent of the Electric Light and Water
Plants of Batavia, and has held that position
In 1903 he became Superfor fourteen years.
intendent of Motive Power for the Batavia Supply Company. He has been the inventor of various mechanical and electrical devices of great
value.
In 1887 he married Miss Mary Ander111.,

academic education. In early manhood he began his mercantile career as senior member
of the firm of Meredith & Morgan.
This firm
had a history of nearly forty years, and its
immediate successors are still in the clothing
irade.
Mr. Meredith was one of the organizers
of the Merchants' National Bank, and served
as one of its Directors until his death.
He
was one of the builders of the Aurora cottonmills, and in his later years was President of
the company; was also a Director of the Aurora Bleaching and Dye-Works, and was one
of ihe principal founders of this industry.

JAMES MEREDITH,

(deceased), merchant,

Aurora, 111., was born in Montgomeryshire,
Wales, in 1842, and died at Boulder, Colo., July
He was one of six sons born to
20, 1898.
Thomas Meredith, Sr. (whose sketch appears
elsewhere in this connection), and was reared
lo manhood on his father's farm, receiving an

farmer and stock-dealer,

Kaneville Township, was born Sept.

6,

1853, in

Montgomeryshire, Wales; received his education in England, and came to the United States
in 1871.
For a time he was uncertain where
to locate, and spent several years i-h Maryland,
Michigan and North Carolina. In 1874 he located in Kane County. III., and four years later
bought a farm in Kaneville Township, where
he lives, and handles real-estate in addition to
his other business, as noted above; has also
served as Assessor for three terms. Fraternally
he is associated with the Masonic Order and
the Modern Woodmen of America.
His marriage to Miss Ella L. Osborn occurred April 24,
1878.
She is the daughter of George L. and
Orinda (Bunker) Osborn, and of her six children, five are

now

living.

JOHN MEREDITH
was born

in

(retired), Aurora,
Montgomeryshire, Wales, Aug.

Thomas Meredith.

Sr.,

111.,

24.

who came

United States in 1843, and the same year
in Big Rock Township, Kane County,
111.
John Meredith was reared on his father's
farm, educated in the local schools, and was
a student at Clark's Seminary, Aurora, the year
of its opening, the principal at that time beingFrank P. Crandon, now General Land Agent
of the Chicago & Northwestern Railway Comto the

GEORGE MEREDITH

Mr.

Meredith was a public-spirited man, served
many terms as a member of the Aurora Board
of Aldermen and was chosen Mayor of the city
in 1887.
During his administration he won
(he name of "Father of the City Water Works,"
this important enterprise being put through
very largely by his persistent efforts. His later
years were largely spent in traveling, his health
being very poor and a change of climate being
thought beneficial.

1838, son of

son, of Batavia.
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settled

HISTORY OF KANE COUNTY.

86o

After leaving school Mr. Meredith was
engaged in the construction of the Chicago &
Iowa branch of the Chicago, Burlington &
Quincy Railway, and for fifteen years was an
After his retirement
engineer on that line.
from railroad work he was employed for two
years as Superintendent of the street railway
lines of Aurora, and since then has been engaged in the real-estate and insurance business
in that city, for two years filling the position
Elgin, Aurora and
of claim agent for the
Mr. Meredith
Southern Traction Company.
established his home in Aurora in 1869, which
he has maintained here to the present time.
The Meredith flat building, one of the handsomest apartment houses in Aurora, was constructed by him. For two terms he officiated as
a member of the Aurora City Council, and for
many years he has been a member of the Aurora East Side School Board. In 1861 he was
married to Miss Eliza Rhodes, daughter of
Joshua Rhodes, one of the first settlers of Big
Rock Township, Kane County.

pany.

THOMAS

MEREDITH,

Si;.

(deceased),

born in 1812 in Montgomeryshire, Wales, where he was reared, educated
and married, his wife being Miss Sarah Thomas.
In 1843 he came to Illinois, locating in Kane
County, where he purchased several thousand
Much of this land he sold to
acres of land.
desirable parties, and soon surrounded his home
with fine neighbors, putting Big Rock Township in the front as an advanced and progressive community.
For some thirty years he
carried on extensive farming operations, and
was widely known as a man of character and
ability.
His death occurred suddenly at ManaMr. Meredith was known in
tee, Fla., in 1882.
Wales as a strong protestant against the tithing system of that country, and he did much
to start a sentiment that has since assumed
pioneer, Aurora,

111.;

large proportions.
The title to some of the
lands which he purchased in his native country
dated back to William the Conqueror. In Illinois he became associated with the anti-slavery
movement, and bore himself stoutly in defense

human rights. For many years he was a
warm personal friend of the Hon. John Went
of

worth, of Chicago, and a regular contributor to
Although
his paper, the "Chicago Democrat."
deeply interested in politics, he steadfastly refused to accept any

office.

THOMAS MEREDITH

(deceased), merchant,
born at the "Park," Montgomeryshire, North Wales, May 24, 1835; came with his
Batavia,

111.;

parents to Illinois in 1843.

The father

settled

Big Rock Township, Kane County, where
he acquired a large tract of land.
The son
grew to manhood on the farm,, receiving his
education at the Aurora Seminary and the Bain

After leaving the Institute he
taught school in Batavia for a year, and then
engaged in the hardware trade in the- same city

tavia Institute.

when he disposed of his goods to
That year he was elected County
Kane County, a position he held two

until 1879,

his brother.

Clerk of

During

terms.
called

to

his

earlier

life

he had

been

several local positions, and took an

active part in politics and public affairs.

was one

of

the

earliest

He

and stoutest friends

the present United States Senator, A. J.
Hopkins, and did much to further his aspiraDuring the Civil War he served one
tions.
year in the regimental band of the Forty-second
Illinois Volunteer Infantry, and in after years
was associated with veteran organizations in
Batavia and Chicago. At the time of his death.
Feb. 28, 1888, he was Master of Batavia Lodge,
No. 404. A. F. & A. M., and had attained the
Thirty-second Degree in Masonry. He was married March 1, 1857. to Miss Harriet M. Kemp,
daughter of Miio M. and Julia (Root) Kemp, her
parents being among the older settlers of Baof

tavia,

where they

settled in the fall of 1837.

WYNN MEREDITH,

electrical engineer,

San

Francisco. Gal., was born in Big Rock Township, Kane County, 111., March 12, 1864, the

youngest son of Thomas Meredith, Sr.. and acquired his education in the public schools of
his native county and at the University of Illinois.
After leaving the University, in company with Edward Frazier, he installed the
first commercial incandescent electric-lighting
plant in Aurora, and was the first electrician of
the Aurora Street Railway Company, after

its

equipment in 1890. Two years later
he was called to Chicago to take the position
of Assistant Superintendent of Electricity at
the World's Fair, and when it closed was apelectrical

pointed

Superintendent

of

Electricity

at

the

San Francisco Mid-Winter Fair. Since then he
has resided in San Francisco, and has superintended the construction of seven great plants
for the transmission of electric power generated by water power.
The most famous of
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these

— probably also the
— the Yuba River

most

noted

of

the

which carries
electricity to San Francisco two hundred miles
away.
Mr. Meredith was engaged in 1903 in
equipping a plant costing $2,000,000, at Vanworld

is

plant,

He is the inventor of severai
B. C.
valuable electrical appliances, and is a man of
much note in the engineering world. His wife
was Miss Marie Haeni, of Aurora, before her
couver,

marriage.

EDWARD MERRILL,

farmer, Batavia Townborn in Cambridgeshire,
England, May 2, 1861 reared and educated in
his native country, and was trained to farming;
came to Kane County, 111., in 1881, locating near
Batavia, where he has since been successfully
engaged in dairy farming.
He was married
in 1883 to Miss Navern Kirchen, of Cambridgeshire, England.
ship,

Kane County;

;
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terested as President and Director in the Elburn Coal and Lumber Company. He is a Republican, and has been School Director for the
Religiously he is associated
last six years.
with the Baptist church, of which he has long
been a faithful and devoted member. Mr. Merrill was married March 20, 1882, to Addie .1.
Lovell, daughter of Sherman and Eliza (ElTo this marriage have come a
liot) Lovell.
Mr. Merrill has served
son and a daughter.
four years as a member of the Farmers' National Congress, and having been appointed to

a four years'

membership

is

now

entitled to life

membership.

THOMAS W. MI:KK1LL.

THOMAS

W.

of Kaneville,

MERRILL

111.,

(deceased), formerly

was born

in 1825. in

Thorn-

Grafton County, N. H., and came to Kane
County, 111., at an early day, where, during his
lifetime, he was a man of more than local importance. For seven years he was a School Director, and also Township Trustee for a number of years. In 1848 he married Harriet Thornand M.
S.
ton, who was a daughter of W.
They came to Kane
(Walker) Thornton.
County in 1854. They had a family of two sons
and four daughters, of whom one boy and two
ton,

FRANK W.

FRANK
raiser,

HGltltlLI,.

W. MERRILL, farmer and stockKane County, born Feb. 28,

Kaneville,

1853, in Grafton County, N. H., son of Thomas
W. and Harriet T. Merrill, came with his
parents to Kane County, where he was educated in the public schools. He began farming
when a young man, and added to it a creamery

business on the death of his brother in 1890.

The creamery he

sold in 1891.

He

is

also in-

now dead. Mrs. Merrill's father, William S. Thornton, was grandson of Matthew
Thornton, who was one of the signers of the

girls are
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"Declaration of Independence"
Merrill died Jan.

1887.

9,

in

Mr.

1776.

and his widow, July

1893.

12,

campaigns, speaking in both English and German. In the Presidential campaign of 1872 he
made nearly one hundred speeches in nine different States.
In 1861 he married Miss Susan
Pinney, daughter of Columbus Pinney, a pioneer
settler of Aurora.
Their children are Carl
E. and Arthur W., of Chicago, and Mrs. William H. Holmes, of Auroral

ALBERT W. MIGHELL

(deceased), son of

Ezekiel and Lucinda (Todd) Mighell, was born
at Dryden, Tompkins County. N. Y., July 30,

and came with his parents

1832,

to

Illinois in

manhood in Sugar
Grove Township, Kane County. The environearly childhood and grew to

ments of his youth were those of the pioneers,
and his education was obtained in the old-time
country schools.
He engaged in farming in
early manhood, and followed that occupation
until 1870, when he removed to Aurora, where
During
he passed the remainder of his life.
thp later years of his life he was not engaged
business other than the care of his estate.

in

He

(IIVUI.ES

CHARLES

J.

J.

MIOTZNEII.

METZNER

was born
Germany, where he grew
yer,

Aurora,

23, 1896.
In 1863 he married Eldaughter of Thomas Curry, who
Mrs.
settled in Sugar Grove Township in 1853.
Mighell was born at Peekskill. N. Y„ and lived
She
there until she was fifteen years of age.
survives her husband and still resides in Au-

Curry,

(

deceased

)

law-

,

in

1834, in Dresden,

rora.

to

manhood and

cago;

111.,

re-

While still a young
he came to the United States, and for a
time lived in Erie, Penn., but accompanied the
family to Wisconsin, where he learned a trade.

May

died

len

Their living children are:

Ida, of Chi-

Wynn. of Sugar Grove,
Aurora. The eldest of the chil-

Lee, of Aurora;

ceived a college education.

and

man

Mrs. Olive (Mighell) Powers, wife of
Rev. P. W. Powers, of Elburn, died in 1899.

When

he settled

in

Aurora,

it

wa? with the

Jessie, of

dren,

EZEKIEL

in-

tention of engaging in manufacturing, and he

settler;

gave his attention to manual labor until he met
wilh an accident that confined him to his room
for several months. After his recovery he read
law with Judge B. F. Parks, and was admitted
to the bar in Aurora.
For some time Judge
Parks and Mr. Metzner were associated together

making

in

their practice, but after that,

except

for

a

short time, Mr. Metzner was alone in his prac
tice for the rest of his life.
For eight years he

was

State's Attorney,

no

but

with this exception

preferring to devote
his entire time to his professional labors.
He
died in 1876, at the age of forty-two years, recheld

official

position,

ognized alike by his contemporaries at
and the genera! public as one of the
lawyers in this part of the State. An
Republican, he took an active part in

the bar

leading
ardent

various

MIGHELL

(deceased),

pioneer

born in Rutland County. Vt.. Dec. 24.
1799; reared on a farm in his native State,
and followed agricultural pursuits in that locality until about 1831, when he removed to
Tompkins County, N. Y.. where he resided until

came

1S37;

lo

Illinois

in

the

latter

year,

— except

from Buffalo to
He first settled near the
Detroit
by wagon.
site of Piano, III., and a year later removed
This
to Sugar Grove Township, Kane County.
was before the public lands came into market
but Mr. Mighell purchased a land claim and
He
later acquired title from the Government.
was one of the first to bring lands under cultivation in this region, and became a large land
owner and a remarkably successful agriculthe entire trip

—

He was a pioneer of excellent character,
carrying great influence among his contempoturist.
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raries; his fairness, good judgment and rightmindedness often causing him to be selected as
an arbitrator in settling differences which
arose between those living in the community.

In the early stages of the slavery controversy
he took an uncompromising stand in favor of
its abolishment, and was long known as one of

three abolitionists in Sugar Grove Township.
About 1870 he removed to Aurora, where he died
in 1884.
His wife was Lucinda Todd before
her marriage, and was born in Vermont, in
the same county as her husband and belonged
(o a family who also settled in Kane County
at an early date.
Of the six children born to
Mr. and Mrs. Mighell only Silas H., of Sugar

Grove, and Franklin

LEE MIGHELL.

P.,

863

University of Vienna, attending clinics and pursuing a post-graduate course. In 1882 he came
to the United States and began practice in New
York City as House Physician in the German
Hospital.
In the fall of the latter year he
came west and established his home in Aurora, 111., where he engaged in general practice, which he continued uninterruptedly to the
present time (1903). Dr. Milbacher soon took
rank among the leading practitioners of Northern Illinois, and his practice has constantly increased as the years have gone by.
He is a
member of the Aurora Free Public Library
Board, and has taken an active interest in the
upbuilding of that institution.

of Aurora, are living in 191)3

son of Albert W. and Ellen

was born

in
Sugar Grove
Township, Kane County, Dec. 1. 1870; educated
in the public schools of Aurora and at the
University of Michigan (Ann Arbor), graduating from the latter institution in the class
of 1892; graduated from Kent
Law College
(Chicago) in 1893. and was admitted to the
bar the same year; has since practiced in Aurora, and has served as Assistant State's Attorney.
He was married in 1902 to Miss Gertrude Edwards, of Adrian, Mich.

(Curry)

Mighell,

SILAS H. MIGHELL, pioneer settler, Sugar
Grove Township, Kane County, 111., was born
in Rutland Couniy, Vt, Dec. 12, 1829. son of
Ezekiel Mighell; came with his parents to Illinois in 1837, and grew up among the pioneers
of Sugar Grove Township. He engaged in farming in his early manhood, and has since followed that vocation; has lived in the neighborhood in which he was brought up for sixty-six
years and is the oldest of the early settlers in
Sugar Grove, now living in that township. He
was married in 1854 to Miss Delaney Calkins,
and their living children are Mrs.
Egglington, of Aurora: Mrs. Fannie
L.
Potter, of
Sugar Grove, and Dr.
Ina
(Mighell) Pierce, of Chicago.

ALEXANDER

ALEXANDER
Ohio,

Emma

schools of his

HERMAN MILBACHER,

physician and surAurora, 111., obtained his professional
education in the Universities at Munich, Bavaria, and at Vienna, Austria, and was graduated from the University of Munich in 1881,
receiving his degree in medicine from that institution.
The following year he passed at the
geon,

MILLER.

MILLER, banker and manwas born in Marion County,
1852, and was educated in the
native county. In 1873 he came
C.

ufacturer, Aurora,

of Aurora,
D.

C.

Jan.

24,

Aurora to take a position as train dispatcher
on the Burlington Road, which he held until
Jan. 1, 1902.
He resigned from the service of
the company to engage in a manufacturing
business in Aurora and Chicago. In December,
1902, in company with others, he organized the
Aurora Trust and Savings Bank, of which he
is President.
In January, 1880, Mr. Miller married Julia Ann Austin, daughter of Job Austin.
of Kendall Countv.
to
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CHAS.

A.

was born

MILLER,

attorney,

St.

Charles,

Dundee, Scotland, in January,
1842, son of James and Isabella Miller, who
were also born in Scotland. The year of his
birth Mr. Miller was brought to America by his
parents,
who immediately located in St.
Here the subject of
Charles, Kane County.
111.,

this

in

sketch received his

ous resident of

St.

educational

Charles since his parents

On November

located in the village in 1842.
8.

E.

training

and has been a continu-

in the public schools,

Miss Marion
Tuck, who was born at Brentwood, N. H.,

was married

1870, Mr. Miller

to

The children of this
and is now deceased.
union are Marian I., Charles A., Jessie I., FredIn
erick G.. Helen Mar, Warren and Clarron.
political sentiment Mr. Miller is a Republican
and served his fellow-citizens as a member of
the Board of Supervisors for St. Charles Township

man

for

seven

years

(1875-82),

being Chair-

Board during three years of his incumbency; was also Circuit Clerk and Recorder
of Kane County eight years (1884-92). and
Clerk of the Circuit Court from 1892 to 1896.
of the

In religious belief Mr. Miller

is

a Congregation-

and fraternally belongs to the Masonic
Order, Independent Order of Odd Fellows and
Grand Army of the Republic.
alist.

HOWARD
Elgin,

MILLER,

was born

he was educated
honorary degree
Morris College,
Philosophy from

at

educator and editor.
Lewisburg, Penn., where

in private schools, received the

Master of Arts from Mount
and the degree of Doctor of
of

College. He taught
during his earlier manhood,
for several years was Professor of English Literature at McPherson College, and later was
identified with railroad management.
In 1900
he established "The Inglenook," a magazine
published under the authority of the Brethren
church at Elgin, and has been its editor to the
present time (1903).
For several years prior
to 1900 he was engaged in the service of the
Mexican Government, spending his time in that
country. His purely literary work, in addition
to his journalistic labors, has covered a wide

McPherson

in private schools

field.

JACOB MILLER,

manufacturer, Auborn in Hessen, Germany, Dec. 3, 1826; grew to years of maturity
at Frankfort-on-the-Main. where he also received his educational training and learned the
rora.

Kane County,

retired
111.;

piano-maker's trade, at which he was employed
during his early manhood. In 1854 he came to
the United States, establishing his home in Elgin, where he engaged in the manufacture of
cigars, being one of the pioneers in this line in
Illinois, and at the present time (1904) the
oldest cigar-maker in the State.
Mr. Miller
conducted a small but successful trade in Elgin for a short time, and later opened another
store at Aurora, but in 1857 removed his entire stock to the latter city, where, within a
few years, he built up an extensive cigar-manufacturing business, which extended throughout Illinois, Iowa and Wisconsin. His factory
was one of the largest and most widely known
in the West for many years prior to 1897. when
he retired from active business life other than
attending to his realty interests and other investments. For several years Mr. Miller owned
a large farm in DeKalb County. 111., and took

much

pride in

its

management.

Coming

to this

country when the question of slavery was the
dominating issue in American politics, he became identified with the Republican party, and
has voted the Republican ticket for more than
In 1855 he married Miss Sophia
forty years.
Busse, who was born and brought up in Ger-

many.

JOHN

S.

MILLER, merchant and

Sugar Grove.

111.;

stock-feeder,

born at Becket, Mass.. March

Frank and Mary (Russell)
was reared and educated in his native
When
State, where he was trained to farming.
he engaged in business for himself, he went
into a store at South Hadley Falls, which he
20,

1847, a son of

Miller,

conducted for about six years, at Ihe end of
that period selling out and removing to Illinois.
In 1876 he established a general store at Sugar
Grove, Kane County, a village just laid out.
and had for his partner Thomas Judd, one of
the first settlers of Sugar Grove Township.

Their first store building was a cabin, but after
about a year they dissolved partnership, and
Mr. Miller erected a new building, in which
he has continued the mercantile business up
Mr. Miller has
to the present time (1904).
also dealt extensively in live stock, and in
1898, in connection with Frank Catlin, organized the firm of Miller & Catlin. which soon became noted as one of the largest sheep-feeding
firms in Northern Illinois, having brought from
the South and West, in one year, more than
20,000 head of sheep, which they fattened for
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Mr. Miller is a large land renter and
Ho
on extensive farming operations.
has served as Treasurer of the town of Sugar
Grove, and has filled other local positions. In
1875 he married Mary E. Hale, daughter of
Their
Stephen B. Hale, of Deerfield, Mass.
Stephen B.. Mrs. Annie Miller
children are:
Lye, Mrs. Hattie Miller Catlin, John E. and
Frank all of Sugar Grove.

market.
carries

—

JOHN

S.

MILLER, M.

geon, Aurora,

111.,

D., physician and
was born near Freeport,

was educated

in 1858;

sur111.,

in the State University

from
and from the American
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his father when twenty-three years old,
on the farm which has since fallen to him by
inheritance.
He has since added several acres
to it by purchase, and he continued its cultivation until 1898, when he removed to the village
The following year he embarked
of Kaneville.
upon a mercantile career, and in 1902 he built
the first brick block, with modern improvements, that had been erected in Kaneville. He
was married Oct. 1, 1867, to Miss Mary Harkthree
ness, by whom he has had six children
sons and three daughters.
Two of the girls
for

—

are

now

deceased.

of Missouri, receiving his medical degree

that institution in 1879,

Medical College, in St. Louis, the following
year. Subsequently he attended clinics at various times in the larger cities of the United
States and Europe, taking in the course of his
study special instruction in osteopathy. For
several years he practiced in Iowa, filling for a
time the chair of Children's Diseases in the
Medical Department of Drake University, at
Des Moines. After this Dr. Miller went to Helena, Mont., where for some years he was engaged in banking, mining and other enterprises.
In 1898 he returned to Illinois, and resumed
the practice of his profession at Aurora, where
he has since gained celebrity through his modern methods of practice, and his scientific use
of the most approved mechanical aids to surgery and medicine. He married Miss Abbie M.
Kellogg, of Iowa. His children are Zula E.,
Stella A., McKinley (a daughter), Merrill A..
Edith, John S., Jr., and Sarah K.

IRA

MINARD

Charles,
11,

1809;

came

to St. Charles,

the
first

first

(deceased),

born

111.;

at

merchant.

Rockingham,

Chicago, Sept.

to

Kane County,

dam and

mil!

3,

Vt.,

1833,

St.

Nov.

ana

in 1834, building

and establishing the

store in that village;

elected to the State

Senate in 1842; married in 1834 to Sarah P.
Wheeler. Mr. Minard died Jan. 22, 1876; his
wife surviving him until March 30, 1893. Three
of Mr. and Mrs. Minard's children are now
living George W., Charles I. and Mrs. Helen
Barber.

—

WESLEY

MINER,

merchant.
Kaneville,
Kane County, 111., born in Kaneville,
April
17,
1845,
son
of
Amos and
Amanda (Rose) Miner, was educated in
the local public schools, and began farming
O.

GEORGE

H.

MINIUM

(deceased),

Maple Park, Kane County,
Erie County, Penn., Jan.

111.,

25,

farmer.

was born

in

the son of

1833,

John and Maria (Emerson) Minium, and came
with his parents to Kane County, 111., in 1836,
where he was reared on a farm in Kanevil'e
Township. In 1852 he left the farm and went
to California, where for ten years he was engaged in freighting between Marysville and
Sacramento.
In 1862 he returned to his old
home in Kane County, and for thirty years
thereafter was engaged in farming.
He held
various local offices in Kaneville. He married
Ellen A. Newton, of Sycamore, and died April
29,

1893.

MARGARET

D.

MITCHELL,

M.

D.,

physician

and surgeon, Aurora, was born in Princeton,
111.,
March 28, 1S66, and graduated from the
high school of that city in 1884. Under the
preceptorship of Dr. Charles Spencer, of Plainfield, 111., she began the study of medicine, entering

Bennett Medical

College,

1894, receiving her doctor's

Chicago,

degree

in

in

1897.

Opening an office the same year in Aurora, she
entered upon her professional labors with zeal
and ability, and soon won an enviable standing among her co-laborers. She is much inter-

more than local
her profession in
capable business woman,

ested in surgery, and enjoys
distinction

Northern

in

that

Illinois.

line

A

of

her financial success has been somewhat commensurate with her large and growing practice.
Thoroughly progressive and practical, she has
kept abreast of all the latest developments of
medical science, and plans a private hospital
at Aurora at a very early day.
Her home has
been in Aurora since 1887, the year she became
the wife of Dr. William F. Mitchell, who has
long been a noted dentist of this city. In this

HISTORY OF KANE COUNTY.

866

State she has taken a prominent part in the
work of the Rathbone Sisters, and in 1889 was

Grand Chief of the Order for Illinois,
being twice re-elected, and serving in all three
years. At the present time she is Supreme Repelected

resentative from Illinois in the Supreme Session of the Order for the United States.
E. B.
rora,

Mr. Moore was trained

ents located in 1878.
to the

life

of a

farmer, meanwhile preparing

when,

for a larger business career, so that

early manhood, he
Bliss

came

and Parkins farms,

which

he

introduced

in

into possession of the

in

the

improvements

management of
winning of a num-

the

these estates resulted in the

111.; born in Aueducated in the Aurora

MIX, banker, Aurora.

June

1845;

27,

public schools; began working in the bank of
Mix & Miller in boyhood; has been connected

with the First National Bank of Aurora in various capacities since 1875, being President of
that institution at the present time (1903), a

Mr. Mix was
Miss Fanny E. Wood-

position he has held since 1899.

married July 7, 1881.
worth, of Aurora.

ALEXANDER

to

MOORE

B.

(deceased).

Gen-

pioneer and banker, born in Clinton. N.
Aug. 8, 1818, was reared in his native State

eva.,
Y.,

and completed his education in Hamilton ColWhen about twenty years of age he was
lege.
sent by his older brother to Michigan to sell
out a stock of goods, making the journey thither
After he had sold the goods and
by wagon.
secured the money, which he carried in a belt

around him. he took the steamer "Erie" for the
East. The steamer burned to the water's edge,
and Mr. Moore was rescued after being four
hours in the water, sustaining himself on
wreckage. About 1843 he came to Kane County,
there taking an interest in the milling
111.,
business, which he made his occupation for

many

years.

SI

ill

later he

was a member of
Lawrence
He was largely in-

the ship-building firm of Ballentine,

&

Bay

Co.. at

and

terested,
his

attention

City, Mich.

in

much of
His home was

business required

this

later

years.

continued at Geneva, where he died, March 0,
His widow, who was born March 30,
1878.
1821, in Batavia. N. Y., is still living in Geneva,
which has been her home since 1846, with the
of a brief residence in Bay City,
Mich. She is an intelligent, refined and highly
respected pioneer lady of Kane County.

exception

EMERY
operator,

Geneva,
County,

T.

MOORE, prominent real-estate
man of general affairs,

farmer and
111.,

was

May

born

in

Lisbon.

Grundy

son of John B.
and Lucy (Sterling) Moore, and was educated
in the public schools of Geneva, where his par111.,

18, 1870. the

EMT3RY

T.

MOORE.

ber of prizes in contests involving matters ot
interest

and importance

to agriculturists.

Sev-

upon his lands a
deposit of molding sand, for which he has since
found a large market and which has proved a

eral years ago he discovered

source of considerable profit. Extensive quarries of fine building stone also exist upon his
lands, and, as a result of his familiarity with

the stone and the sand trade, he has engaged in

contracting and building on

a

large scale, and

claimed has made more improvements on
citizen
of
his own account than any other
Geneva. Being the owner of much of the land
on both sides of the beautiful F"ox River between Geneva and St. Charles, he has erected
many cottages and other buildings which practically connect the two cities, and which he
has sold to home-seekers on the easy-payment
it

is

many new-comers and promoting the increase of business and population
plan, thus attracting

in

thai

tains a

portion of

number

Kane County.

He

of these buildings, to

still

re-

which he
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to make additions as the demands
country homes seem to require. He has
thus done much to beautify and promote the
development and prosperity of the city of
Geneva and vicinity. Mr. Moore is also extensively interested in western farm-lands and
owns a handsome winter home at Los Angeles,

continues
for

Cal.

.lAMES MOORE,

farmer

and

stock-raiser,

Kaneville Township, Kane County, was born
He
in County Cork, Ireland, Aug. 15, 1848.
came to this country from Ireland in 1860, and,
In
locating in Kane County, began farming.
of
1876 he bought a farm in the Township
Blackberry, which he soon sold to his brother,
only to purchase for himself a place two and
He
three-fourths miles east of Maple Park.
has attained a very creditable local standing,
and has served two years as Collector of Blackberry Township, and was Road Commissioner
of Kaneville fifteen years.
He is a member
of vhe Catholic church, and was married Jan.
2, 1880, to Miss Elizabeth Conway, and they became the parents of ten children four sons
and six daughters two of the latter now being-

—

—

deceased.

JOHN.

MOORE

(deceased), was born at
Oneida County, N. Y., July 26,
1815, son of Shubel and Betsy (Watson) Moore,
who were natives of New England and pioneer
settlers of New York State.
The mother was
a daughter of Alexander Watson, who was a
patriot soldier in the Revolutionary War, enB.

tering the service in July, 1776,

when

a lad of

Moore was but five years
of age when his father died.
He remained on
the parental homestead until seventeen years
of age, and assisted in the cultivation of the
sixteen years.

farm.

in early

John

He

B.

learned the carpenter's trade

manhood, and on March

12,

was

1839,

Miss Sophia Todd, who died Nov.
25. 1851, leaving one son and one daughter
Albert B. and Adelaide. On April 25, 1852, he
married his second wife, Miss Lucy Sterling,
and to them nine children were born, viz.: Sterling, who died in infancy; George, died aged
twelve years;
Shubel, of Jackson County,
Kans.; Arabella (Mrs. Heiko
Felkamp
of
Great Bend, Kans.; Frederick, of Great Bend,
Kans.: Mrs. Maria Fellows, of Jackson County,
Kans.; Delia (Mrs. John Strader), of Geneva,
111.; Emery T., of St. Charles Township, Kane

married

County; and John, who resides on the old homeMr. Moore came to Illinois in 1844, loin Grundy County, but removed to

stead.

cating

first

Geneva Township, Kane County, where for sevwas engaged in the management
of his three farms comprising about 700 acres.
He was one of the prime factors in the establishment of the Geneva-Rock Springs Creamery, also of one located at St. Charles, and
every enterprise calculated to advance the maeral years he

terial

interest of

support.

his

Politically

crat, casting bis first

community received his
he was a life-long Demovote for Martin Van Bu-

While not a member, he and his wife atren.
tended the Baptist church and contributed liberally to its support.
Mr. Moore died Oct. 9.
1900; his wife surviving until Dec. 29, 1902.

THOMAS

C. MOORE (deceased), pioneer law
born near Shelby ville, Bedford County,
Tenn., Nov. 26, 1817; came with his parents
to Clark County, 111., in 1821; later the family
removed to Coles County, where Thomas C.
grew to manhood; admitted to the bar in 1843,
and located in Batavia in 1848, practicing his
profession continuously in that city until 1892,
in
he meantime being identified with many
famous cases and much important Kane County

yer;

1

College Hill,

home

867

to

)

,

He married in Kane County in 1843,
Miss Delia A. Vanderveer, and their children
are William A., Joseph R., and Mrs. Cassie
Hickox. Mr. Moore died in Washington, D. C.
July 11, 1895. His widow survives and is now
litigation.

living in Springfield.

111.

EDWARD M. MORGAN, lawyer, Aurora. 111.,
born in Aurora, Aug. 15, 1868, son of Morris and
Ellen (McQueery) Morgan; was reared and
educated in Aurora; in boyhood mastered the
machinist's trade, which he followed for fifteen
years in the Burlington car shops, and while
working at his trade studied law. In 1898 he
was elected Police Justice in Aurora; later completed his law studies under the preceptorship
of Hon. S. Alschuler and John C. Murphy,
graduated from the law department of Aurora
College in 1900, and was admitted to the bar
in June of that year.
In 1901 he resigned the
Police Justiceship to accept the position of City

Attorney of Aurora; was re-elected in 1903, and
has rendered the city much valuable service on
questions connected with local affairs. In 1902
Mr. Morgan was married to Miss Lillian Thorne,
of Aurora.
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MORRILL,

of Elburn, Elburn,

May

1850;

18,

1879,

retired cashier of the

was variously employed

when he entered

Bank

the

of

111..

until

Elburn as

cashier, holding that position until 1900,

the bank

Bank

at Kaneville,

born

111.;

when

was purchased by the Kane County

Bank, and Mr. Morrill has since lived retired.
He was married March 7. 1883, to Anna S.
Hughes.
S. MORRILL, milk inspector, Elburn,
born in the village where he now resides,
Oct. 5, 1864; educated in the public schools of
his native village; commenced work in a creamery at Elburn when sixteen years of age, following that occupation eight years; conducted a

JAMES W. MORSE, merchant, Dundee, 111.;
born in Madison County, N. Y., Oct. 5, 1838;
came west in 1863 and taught school in the
vicinity of Dundee for two winters; purchased
a farm east of Dundee in 1872, where he remained until 1883, when he removed to the village, where he has since been identified with
the hardware business.
He was married in
March, 1864, to Miss Anna Salisbury, of Elgin.

FREDERICK

JED

111.;

meat market

for twelve years,

and

for the past

two years has been milk inspector for the Elburn Bottling Works; politically a Republican
and has served in several local offices; married
Nov. 5, 1887, to Etta O. Fifield.

St.

Charles,

MOSEDALE, manufacturer,
born at Coventry, England, in

J.

111.;

came
America in 1877, locating first at Elgin, 111.,
where he was engaged in the Elgin Watch fac1859; educated in his native country, and

to

tory.

In 1892 he founded the

Company,

at

St.

Crown

Electrical

Charles, of which he

is

now

Secretary and Treasurer. He was married in
1883 to Anna Mitchell, of Elgin.

WILLIAM

B. MUELLER, merchant, Dundee.
born in Chicago, March 8, 1868; came with
his parents to Dundee in 1875; began his mercantile career in 1884 as a clerk in the store
of Schroeder & Ruse, where he remained four
years; became a partner in the firm of E. C.
Hawley Company, Dundee, in 1891. which is
at the present time (1903) Schultz, Mueller &
Co.
Mr. Mueller was married Aug. 4, 1890. to
Miss Emma Lemke, of Dundee, 111.
111.;

EDGAR

T.

MORRIS,

farmer

and

stock-

Elburn, 111.; born March 17, 1854. in
Monmouth County, N. J.; came to Kane County,
in 1864, and here made his home until
111.,
1887, when he bought a farm in Iowa, on which
raiser,

he made his home for five years. He then came
back to Kane County, and bought the old homeThat year
stead on which he lived until 1900.
he moved to Elburn. but continued to conduct
the farm until 1903.

He was

missioner, a position he

filled

elected

Road Comwas

for six years,

Assessor four years, and Judge of Elections
three years. He has been a Mason for twentyHe was married Feb. 9, 1882, to
five years.
Miss Augusta Weynt, daughter of Solomon and
Caroline (Adams) Weynt, both natives of Ohio.

The parents of Mr. Morris were John W. and
Rebecca (Youmans) Morris, natives of New
Jersey.

Edgar

T. Morris

gave the address at

the Farmers' Institute in 1892 on the subject,

"The

Past,

Present

and

Future,"

which

was

well received.

JOSEPH M. MORRIS, dealer in coal and
Monmouth
Elburn,
111.;
born
in
lumber,
County, N. J., March 23, 1857; engaged in farming in early manhood in Kane County, coninning until 1887, and has since been in business at Elburn, the firm of which he is a member being known as the Elburn Coal & Lumber
He was married No. 6, 1885, to Emma
Co
i

Guant.

DANIEL

H.

MURPHY,

farmer,

St.

Charles

Township, Kane County. 111.; born in Winfield
Township, Du Page County. III., Sept. 13, 1855,
son of Thomas and Mary (Heffernan) Murphy,
The
and educated in the local
schools.
father arrived in St. Charles in 1850, having
come direct from Ireland, and for about three
years was engaged in teaming.
In 1854 he removed to Campton Township. Kane County,
where he remained until the spring of 1855,
when he went to Winfield, Du Page County.
Daniel H. Murphy was reared in Du Pag<
County, and came to St. Charles Township with
his father, when the latter bought the farm
on which the son is now living. This farm is
located in Section 18, St. Charles Township,
four miles northwest of the City of St. Charles
It was worked by father and son together until
the death of the father in 1886, when it fell
Here he has
to the latter as the only son.
since lived, and has been chiefly engaged in
dairy farming. The widow of Thomas Murphy
lives with her son Daniel. Thomas Murphy left
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one daughter, who

the wife of Philip KeIn politics Daniel H. Mur-

is

hoe, of St. Charles.

phy

is

a Democrat.

Myers was
West,

JAMBS MURPHY,
May

111.;

Police
carpenter and
born near Belfast. Ire-

came

to America in 1835;
where he was actively
engaged in contracting and building until 1878,
when he was elected Police Magistrate and

land,

14, 1824;

located in Aurora in 1864,

served in that capacity for twenty years. He
was married in 1848 to Ann Corlett. Mr. Mu:
phy died May 30, 1900; his wife dying Aug.
Two of their children still survive,
20, 1890.
viz.:

John

JOHN

C.

C.

and Mary E.

MURPHY,

attorney,

Aurora,

111.;

born in Grundy County, 111., Feb. 27, 1858; came
to Aurora with his parents when six years of
age; obtained his preliminary education in the
public schools of Aurora and later studied law
with Judge Southworth; admitted to the bar
in 1882; was United States Attorney for Dakota Territory several years, but since 1890
has practiced his profession in Aurora; served
as Mayor of Aurora one term; married in
1891 to Miss Jessie MacArthur, of Ottawa,

111.

DANIEL. J. MYERS, pioneer farmer, Big
Rock, Kane County, was born in Chenango
County, N. Y., April 26, 1823, and was there
reared on a farm and educated in the public
schools.
In 1845 he came west and purchased
a tract of Government land in Blackberry Township, Kane County. 111., about a mile southwest
of the present village of LaFox, on which he
made his home for two years. At the end of
that period he sold this farm, and bought a
second tract of land in Sugar Grove Township, where he resided three years, then moving to a third farm in Big Rock Township,
which became his residence until

1896.
In the
he moved into the village of Big
Rock, where he has lived to the present time.
latter year

A

practical farmer

and prominent man in ag-

ricultural circles, he has been long recognized

community.
His
investments in real estate have been fortunate
in the main, and he has become one of the exas

a leading citizen

of

the

Kane County. In later
he has dealt extensively in South Da-

tensive land-owners of

years

kota lands.

He

in

the

First

is

also identified with the bank-

Kane County
National Bank

ing interests of

as a stock-holder
of

Aurora.

Mr.

18,

1824,

in

to

Miss Sarah

Chenango County, N.

and died

in

Big Rock, in

1895 he married Mrs. Ellen Crouse,

In

1884.

Magistrate, Aurora,

married in 1846

who was born

Sept.

Y.,

first
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Big Rock. Mr. Myers' children are three
Williams W., Lucian P. and Charles D.,
all successful farmers of Sugar Grove Township, Kane County.
of

sons,

JOHN

MYERS,

born in ReadChicago in
1880, where he was engaged in the dry goods
business for four years; removed to Elgin in
1884 and was employed in the Elgin Watch Factory for fifteen years; conducted a news and
stationery business on Grove Avenue for a
short time, and July 1, 1900, was appointed to
the position he now holds Secretary and Cashier of the Elgin Watch Supply Company.
Mr.
Myers was married in October, 1888, to Miss
Lizzie B. Moch, of Fredonia, N. Y.
O.

Penn., Jan.

ing,

5,

Elgin,

111.;

came

1864;

to

—

LUCIAN P. MYERS, farmer, stock-raiser and
dairyman, Sugar Grove, Kane County, was born
in Big Rock, Kane County, 111., July 24, 1853,
son of Daniel J. Myers, one of the old and
much

respected early settlers of this part of the

He was reared on the farm and educated in the public schools and the Sugar Grove
Normal and Industrial Institute. In the spring
county.

1877 he engaged in farming and stock-rais-

of

ing on his own account, following the business
with enthusiasm and success. His farm near
the village of Sugar Grove was brought to a
high state of cultivation by the most approved
methods, and is regarded as one of the model

farms of the county.

About 1880 he turned

hip

attention largely to dairying, in which he has

been equally successful.
Mr. Myers is now
serving his second term as a Director of Sugar
Grove Normal and Industrial Institute, in the
success of which he has taken a deep inter-

He

est.

belongs to the Sugar Grove Board of

Road Commissioners, and from the

early clays

of the Order has been affiliated with the

Woodmen

ern

of America.

Mod-

In 1877 he married

Miss Melissa Crosser, of Hardin County, Iowa,
and their children are Daniel C, Alonzo W.
and Earl L. Another member of their family
is
Ida Thomas, whom they are rearing and
educating as an adopted daughter.

WYLIE NASH,

physician and surgeon, Big
born in Genesee County, N. Y., Aug.
1851; came with his father's family to Mich-

F.

Rock,
31,

111.;
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igan in 1856, and later removed to Roekford,
studied medicine in New York City, and
111.;
received his degree of medicine from the medical department of the University of New York
City in 188G began practice at Big Ro;k, 111.,
in 1890, and has since been a leading practitioner in this portion of Kane County. Doctor
:

Nash was married
son, of Roekford,

in 1891 to Miss

Mary Wat-

111.

JOHN K. NEWHALL, attorney, Aurora, Kane
County. 111., was born at Crab Orchard, Neb.,
Aug. 13, 1874, obtained his elementary education in the public schools of Aurora. III., and
afterwards attended the University of Iowa,
Iowa City; read law under the preceptorship
of Hon. Samuel Alschuler and John C. Murphy.
of Aurora., and was admitted to the bar by
the Supreme Court of Illinois in 1899, when he
began practicing his profession in Aurora. In
1901 he became a member of the firm of Murphy, Alschuler & Newhall, and in December.
1902, became junior member of the firm of Raymond & Newhall, one of the leading law firms of
Kane County, with which he is still associated.

Chicago in October, 1859, where he was employed by Potter Palmer, and Ross & Foster

to

as a clerk.
In 1864 he purchased the drygoods business of M. & J. McNeil, of Elgin,
and in 1877 established the Spring Brook
Creamery, which in 1893 passed into the hands
of the John Newman Company.
Mr. Newman
is President of the Elgin. Board of Trade, the
Elgin City Banking Company, and a Director
in the First National Bank of Elgin, is President of the Century Club, and Vice-President
of the W. S. Moore Company. In political matters he is a Democrat, and has been a member
of the Board of Education for twelve years,
one-half this time being President of the Board.
Mr. Newman has also served as a Trustee of
the Northern Illinois Hospital for the Insane.

JOHN NEWMAN.

Jr.,
manufacturer. Elgin,
born in Elgin, Nov. 1, 1870, son of John
and Harriet (Beaty) Newman, educated in the
Elgin public schools and the University of Notre
Dame, and graduated from the Law Department of the University of Michigan, at Ann
Arbor, in 1894, with the degree of LL. B. He
was immediately admitted to the bar in Illinois,
but has never practiced law.
Between his
courses at Notre Dame and the University of
Michigan he began his business career as a
111.,

clerk in his father's store and creameries,

and

after completing his law studies he spent three
First National Bank of Elgin.
was made inspector of creameries
for the John Newman Company, and in May.
1900, he became Secretary of the W. S. Moore
Company, of Chicago, of which his father was
Vice-President.
He is Superintendent and Inspector of creameries for the Moore Company,

years

in

the

In 1897 he

representing the

Newman

interests in this cor-

Mr. Newman is Secretary of the
Elgin Opera House, and fraternally belongs to
the M. W. of A. He was married, Jan. 31. 1900,
to Jennie M.. daughter of Franklin and Helen J.
Shepherd, and one child, Harriet Virginia, has
poration.

blessed their union.

JOSEPH NEWMAN.

President State DairyBishop
111., born at

men's Association. Elgin,

JOHN MOW M

Stortford,

\\

Herefordshire,

1854, educated

JOHN NEWMAN,
Elgin,

111.,

fordshire.

born
Eng..

at

banker and manufacturer.
Bishop Stortford. Here-

March

11.

1842,

received

his

education in the public schools, and removed

moved

to

in

Chicago

the
in

England,

May,

10,

public schools, and re1869,

where he was em-

ployed by Morton & Company. In 1872 he came
to Elgin, and entered the employ of the First
In 1880 he
National Bank as a bookkeeper.
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creamery business, and in 1893
of the John Newman
later he was elected
Treasurer of the State Dairymen's Association,
and in 1900 was chosen its President, in which
position he is still serving. He is a member of
the Century Club, and a trustee of the Universalis! church.
The John Newman Company became the firm of Newman & Hawkins, and still
later is known as Nolting & Newman.

engaged

in the

became junior member
Company.
Two years

CAPT. DON CARLOS

NEWTON

871

death, being meanwhile interested in various
other business enterprises.
In 1861 he was
commissioned Captain of Company D, Fiftysecond Regiment Illinois Volunteer Infantry,

and served over three years

in the

war

for the

preservation of the Union.

(deceased),

manufacturer, Batavia, Kane County, 111., born
at Alexander, N. Y., August 26, 1832, and died
in Batavia,

Oct.

8,

1.893;

reared in his native

State and obtained his education at Allegheny

His father, Levi Newwas a manufacturer of wagons at Attica,
N. Y., and before attaining his majority, the
son was engaged in this business in partnership
College, Meadville, Pa.
ton,

with the former.

In 1853 the subject of this

earl

EARL

c.

ne\vto:\

NEWTON

manufacCounty, N. Y., Oct.
24, 1838, son of Levi
and Rachel (Cooley)
Newton, and there was reared and educated,
gaining a practical knowledge of the wagonmaking business in his father's factory. In
1854 he came with his parents and family to
Batavia, 111., where he was made a partner
in the business established by his father and
brother in 1865, and contributed his full share
great manufactory, now
in building up the
turer,

C.

was born

in

(deceased),

Wyoming

as the Newton Wagon Company. He was
Vice-President of the corporation many years
and held that position at the time of his death,

known

1)<>\

CARLOS NEWTON

was married

to
Miss Mary Prindle,
Abijah and Caroline
McPearl
Prindle, natives of New York. Capt. Newton located in Batavia 111., in 1854, and in company
with his brother, established the widely-known
wagon manufactory in Batavia, which has since
been operated by the Newton Wagon Company,
and with which he was identified until his

sketch

daughter

of

(

which occurred Jan. 31, 1891. He was also
interested in banking and other enterprises in
Batavia. He was married in 1864 to Miss Mary
E., daughter of Samuel and Lydia (Shaw) Wilson, pioneers of Batavia.

LEVI

NEWTON

(

deceased

)

,

pioneer manu-

facturer, born in Darien, N. Y., April 12, 1810,
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son of Lemuel and Nanc> (Taggart) Newton,
and was reared on a farm. He received a common school education and learned the trade of
cabinet-maker, first engaging in that business

New

York, but later establishing a wagonIn 1854 he came to
factory at Attica, N. Y.
Batavia and laid the foundation of one of the
largest wagon factories in the United States,
in

which he was the head until his death, June
1879.
In 1831 he married Rachel Cooley,
daughter of Thomas and Rachel (Hubbard)
Cooley, of Attica, N. Y., and a sister of Judge
of

29,

Thomas M.

Cooley, of Michigan.

NEWELL

F.

NICHOLS,

born at Rome, N.

Y.,

lawyer, Aurora,

March

5,

Wesleyan College, graduating from that
tution in the class of 1857,

111.,

1831, educated at

came west

insti-

year and engaged in teaching school,
serving as County Superintendent, read
law under the preceptorship of Major Mayborae,
of Geneva, and was admitted to the bar in 1865;
began practicing at Aurora in the latter year
later

and rapidly gained prominence in his profesMr. Nichols was first married in 1861
sion.
In
to Miss Emma L. Jenks, who died in 1865.
1869 he married Miss Olinda M. Johnson, and

members

Nichols; one son, Allen

of the family are:
J.,

in

1870

Miss

to

Sophia Volberdiug, of

111.

GARRETT

NORTON,

physician and surborn in Campton Township,
Kane County, Sept. 19, 18o9; reared on his
father's farm and graduated from the West
St. Charles high school in the class of 1880;
attended the University ot Michigan (Medical
Department) two years, and graduated from the
Rush Medical College (Chicago) in the class of
'84; practiced medicine first at St. Charles. 111..
but since 1890 has resided in Aurora, where
he has occupied a prominent place in the profession.
He was married in 1885 to Miss Cora
F. Orr, of Junction City, Kansas, and their children are: Edith and Florence Norton.
A.

geon, Aurora,

111.,

in the

latter

the surviving

ried

Bensonville,

Mrs.

and two daughters,

Edith and Helen H.

WILLIAM W. NORTON,

machinist and invenDundee, Kane County. 111., born in Herkimer
County, N. Y., Dec. 31, 1826; obtained a common
school education in his native State, and retor,

moved

to Illinois in 1861, establishing his

home

where he took charge of a
machine shop which afterwards developed into
the Illinois Iron & Bolt Works, remaining with
this enterprise as foreman until 1881. when he
engaged in farming to which he has since devoted his attention. Mr. Norton was married in
1849, to Miss Catherine Hendricks of Wheeling.
W. Va.
at Carpentersville.

LEON

D. NISH, merchant, Elgin, 111., born at
McHenry County, 111., Oct. 11, 1865, son of
John and Electa (Weaver) Nish; came to Elgin

Cary,
in

early

boyhood, where he obtained his edu-

the public schools; began his business career as a hardware merchant in Elgin,
which he has continued to the present time.
cation

in

He was married

in 1884 to

Miss Mabel

L.

Barnes

of Elgin.

AUGUST NOLTING, manufacturer, Elgin. 111..
born in Germany, Oct. 11, 1834; educated in
the public schools of the Fatherland and trained
to a mercantile lite in the city of Hamburg;
came to the United States in 1865, locating
first in Chicago;
removed to Hanover, Kane
County, in 1868, where he was engaged in the
manufacture of dairy products until 1884, when
he removed to Elgin where he continued in the
same line of business. He has become known
as one of the leading butter manufacturers of
the Elgin District, and his products are shipped
He was marto all parts of the United States.

GEORGE

L. OATMAN, merchant and manufacDundee, Kane County. 111., horn in the
township where he now resides, June 15, 1851.
son of Jesse and Lucy Curtis (Mowrey) Oatman; educated in the public schools and
trained to merchandising.
He and his brother
established one of the pioneer creameries at
Dundee, III., and later became the owners and
operators of a large number of creameries in
Northern Illinois and Southern Wisconsin. The
partnership between Mr. Oatman and
his

turer,

brother was dissolved in 1903. Mr. Oatman besole owner of the enterprise at that
time.
He was married in 1874 to Miss Louisa

coming

Torrence, and their children are:
liam Frank and Mary Belle.
.1.

JESSE OATMAN
chant, Dundee.

Nov.

24.

1811,

Kane County,

111.,

(deceased),

and died
111.,

New

born at
in

Oct.

1836.

1,

and

Erie. Wil-

pioneer

mer-

Albany,

Ind..

1S83;

came

to

in 1838 platted

the town of Dundee; served in the Black

Hawk
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War, and established the first store at Dundee,
becoming closely identified with the mercantile trade until his retirement from active busi
He served as Postmaster of
ness in 1880,
Dundee for eight years and was a Justice of the
Peace as early as 1844.
He was married in
1836 to Miss Lucy Curtis Mowrey.

DENNIS
Aurora,

O'BRIEN. Catholic Clergyman,
was born in County Limerick,
1860; educated at Mount Millirey
P.

111.,

Ireland, in

Seminary, Waterford, Ireland, studied theology
at St.

John's Seminary in the latter city, grad-

uating from that institution in 1883; was
ordained priest in the latter year, and for two
thereafter
traveled
and studied in
years
Europe; came to the United States in 1885, and
was Assistant Rector of St. Mary's Parish,
Chicago; later was appointed Assistant Rector
of St. Columbkills Parish for ten years; came to
Aurora in 1897 to take charge of Holy Angel's
Parish, and remained there three years; has
since been Rector of St. Mary's Parish, Aurora.

«73

and around Joliet at railroad-grading work,
and in 1857 bought a farm in the town of Virgil.
He was a general farmer until 1893, when
in

became seriously impaired. Since
he has been entirely blind.
In 1893 he
moved to Maple Park, where he has since made
his home with his daughter. He has been Road
Commissioner, and has filled other local positions.
Mr. O'Malley was married Dec. 31, 1840,
to Miss Judith Duffy, who died March 12, 1902.
his eye-sight

1900

She became the mother
of

whom

and four

died in Ireland.

of

ten children, four

Two

of the sons of this

of the daughters
marriage are still

living.

ERNEST WRAY ONEAL,

clergyman and

lec-

born at Glenwood, Iowa,
August 29, 1863, the son of Rev. H. H. Oneal.
D. D., one of the pioneer Methodist ministers of
that State; was educated in the public schools
and at Simpson College, Indianola, Iowa, graduating from that institution in 1885. He then
took a course in Garrett Biblical Institute, at
Evanston, 111., graduating there in 1889, when
he was ordained to the ministry in the Methodist Episcopal Church and admitted to the Rock
River Conference the same year, being assigned
to the pastorate of the church at River Forest,
a suburb of Chicago. He has since had charges
at Woodlawn Park, Chicago; Plato Center and
Ashton, 111., and in 1899 was appointed to the
pastorate of the Galena Street Methodist church,
Mr.
Aurora, which (1904) he still occupies.
turer,

Aurora,

111.,

Oneal has gained distinction as a pulpit orator
lecturer.
In 1887 he was married to Grace
Ellinwood, of Rochelle, 111., and they have one
daughter, Janet Oneal.

and

RENALVIN OUTHOUSE

(deceased), farmer.
born near Lily Lake, April 22.
the public
1852; obtained his education in
schools and at Jennings Seminary and Business
College, Aurora, and later engaged in farming
on his father's homestead, which was deeded
to him previous to the latter's death; married
Mr. Outhouse died Nov. 4,
Addie Leighton.
Lily Lake,

111.,

1892.

DOMINICK

(>')IAI;I,EY.

WILLIAM W. ORMSBEE,
DOMINICK

O'MALLEY,

Charles,

In 1853 he began the study of dentistry at Mid-

Maple Park, Kane County, 111., born Jan. 1,
County Mayo, Ireland, and came to the
111.

He was

largely employed for

Geneva,

some years

farmer.

1812, in

United States in 1849, settling at

dentist,

was born in Shoreham. Vt., March 8, 1832,
son of John M. and Polly (Wilson) Ormsbee,
where he was reared on the farm and educated
in the local schools, and Brandon Seminary.

retired

St.

111.,

8
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cllebury, Vt.,

with Dr. Josephus Brockway. with
he practiced for two years before setting
up for himself in Brandon, Vt. In the spring of
1859 Dr. Ormsbee came to Geneva, 111., where

tion.

whom

in Buffalo, N. Y.,

he located himself, and has since been in continuous practice. He is undoubtedly the oldest
dentist in Kane County, if not in the State. He
was one of the original members of the Illinois
Dental Society with which he has been connected more than forty years. For many years
Dr. Ormsbee was actively connected with the
drug business in Geneva, and has held various

Wilber,

official

Feb. 21, 1859, he

positions in the city.

was married in Miss Amanda C. Powers, daughter of Deacon Jacob Powers, of Brandon, Vt.
She died in 1876, and two years later Dr.
Ormsbee married Mrs. Frances Willard Smith,
of Oberlin, Ohio,

who

died in 1895.

GEORGE WHEELER OSGOOD,
chant, St. Charles,
Vt..

Oct.

2,

1853;

retired merborn at Cambridgeport,

111.,

came

to

St.

Kane

Charles.

County, in January, 1865; engaged in the grocery business at St. Charles in 1872, which he
conducted until 1890; married in 1875 Charlotte
P.

In 1828 Mr. Padelford established himself

and was there interested in
While living there he marWilber, a descendant of Samuel

several enterprises.
ried

Mary

who settled in Boston in 1634. In 1842
family moved to Elgin, 111.,' where Mr.
Padelford engaged in trade for a time and then
opened a daguerreotype gallery, one of the first
of its kind in Northern Illinois.
In 1847 he
was elected City Clerk of Elgin, filling
the position until 1875.
in
1857 he was
elected
Clerk of the City Court, holding
the position until 1892; was also Secretary of
the Northern Hospital for the Insane from its
establishment until 1893.
Mr. Padelford was
one of the founders of the First Baptist church
of Elgin, and served as clerk and deacon for
more that fifty years; for the same time was
Secretary of the Fox River Valley and Chicago
Baptist Association, which increased in that
period from five to seventy churches. Mr. Padelford was an active anti-slavery man, and an
earnest, intelligent Baptist, who secured and
kept the good will and respect of all who knew
him. Mr. and Mrs. Padelford were renowned
the

for hospitality

Hall, of St. Charles.

and generosity.

born six children, four of

JAMES

F.

PADELFORD

Illinois in 1845, locating in Dundee Township,
Kane County, where he purchased 160 acres of
land to which he made subsequent additions
until his holding embraced 300 acres.
He was

engaged quite extensively in dairy farming, and
personally conducted his farm up to the time of
his death, June 15, 1883.
Mr. Padelford was
married in 1840 to Miss Prudence Pound of
Canada, and they were the parents of eleven
Mrs.

five

Amanda

of

whom

are

now

living,

Peck, Mrs. Phoebe Chaffee,

viz.:

W.

9,

WILLIAM

PARKER, retired merchant,
J.
born at Warren, Mass.. March 3,
1819; grew to manhood in his native State, and
came west in 1852, locating in Dundee. 111.,
October first of that year. He first engaged in
carpenter work, but later established a furniture store, which he conducted until 1888 when
he retired from active business life, and has
since devoted his time to looking after his
realty interests. Mr. Parker was married Sept.
3.
1842, to Miss Ruth Litchfield, of Florida.
Mass.
Dundee,

1903.

RODOLPHUS WILLIAM PADELFORD

(de-

born in Savoy, Berkshire County, Mass., July 21, 1806, son of Manly
and Thankful (Crapo) Padelford, descended
from colonial families of combined English and
French ancestry, Mr. Padelford being descended
in a direct line from the famous Roger Williams and John Rogers families, whose names
are so prominent in colonial history. In Massachusetts he had the benefit of a school educa111.,

111.,

EDWIN
111.,

C.

born in

came

PARRY,

retired

farmer,

Elgin,

Shropshire, England. August

28,

United States in 1871, locating in Elgin about 1873, and became connected
with John Newman's mercantile establishment
later he engaged in agricultural pursuits in
Plato Township, Kane County, following that
occupation until the spring of 1901, when he
removed to Elgin, which has since been his
home. He was married in 1S78 to Miss Sarah
A. Pickering, and their children are: Maurice
B., Edwin C. and Carl F.
another son. Kenneth, died when seven years of age.
1843;

ceased), pioneer, Elgin,

still living.

H..

Mrs. Ida M. Gilbert, and Mrs. Jennie P. Kerr.
Mrs. Padelford died April

To them were
are

(deceased), pioneer

farmer, Dundee Township, Kane County, 111.,
born at Savoy, Mass., June 17, 1814; came to

children,

whom

to the

—
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CHARLES PATTEN

(deceased), merchant,
Roxbury, Mass., in 1814,
came to Illinois in 1837, and the same yeai
opened a store in the first frame building erected
in Geneva, where he carried on business until
his death in 1887. He was one of the founders
of the Geneva Unitarian church, and did much
to build it up.
He married Harriet F. Clarke,
She died a few
daughter of Scot to Clark.
years after her husband, leaving no children.

Geneva,

born

111.,

in

«75

from Berkshire Medical College in 1842, after
which he served five years as Superintendent
of the State Asylum for the Insane at Colum-

grain

Ohio; still later spent a like period as
Medical Superintendent of the Hospital for the
Insane at Indianapolis, Ind., and five years
more in a similar capacity in connection with
the Iowa State Hospital for the Insane. With
this long experience in the treatment of nervous and mental diseases, Dr. Patterson came to
Batavia, and in 1867 founded at that place
the Bellevue Place Sanitarium, of which he

dealer and lumber merchant, Geneva, was born
in Roxbury (now a part of Boston), Mass.,

continued to be proprietor and Superintendent
up to the date of his death, which Occurred in

July 24, 1811, the son of William and Sally
(Williams) Patten.
He was educated in the
home schools, and trained to mercantile pur-

1892.

GEORGE

D.

PATTEN

suits in Philadelphia.

(deceased),

He remained

in that city

when he came west and settled in
Geneva, 111., whither his brother Charles had
preceded him. There he engaged in the lumber and grain trade for many years, dying there
in 1887.
Mr. Patten was one of the early members of the Geneva Unitarian church, the second
body of that denomination to be established in
until 1854,

Illinois, and did much to promote its interests.
During the years of anti-slavery agitation he
belonged to the freedom-loving New England
element in the State, and helped forward the

movement

human

of

Union

that finally resulted in the abolition
slavery.

of his sons

wore the

down his
Mr. Patten was married

his country.
to

Two

and one

blue,

laid

life

in

Miss Eliza Kellum, of Bordentown, N.

JOHN
111.,

C.

PATTERSON,

was born

physician,

for

1840

J.

Batavia.

in Indianapolis, Ind., in 1849, son

a widely-known
nervous diseases
and the founder of Bellevue Place Sanitarium.
The subject of this sketch was educated in private and public schools, and graduated from the
Chicago Medical College in the class of 1872.
He began medical practice at Bellevue Place
Sanitarium, being assistant to his father until
the latter retired from active practice. Doctor
Patterson is still interested in the institution
in a proprietary way.
of

Dr.

Richard

J.

Patterson,

specialist in the treatment of

bus,

CHARLES

F. PAULL, retired farmer, Aurora,
born in Medina County, Ohio, July 12, 1822,
son of Richard and Clarinda (Gooding) Paull,
was reared on the farm and educated in the
local schools, and accompanied the family on
its removal to Sugar Grove Township, Kane
County. 111., in 1841.
Here he began life for
himself on an 80-acre tract of Government land
which has since been increased by later purchases to an entire section. For forty years he
had been engaged in farming and stock-raising
when he retired from active business in 1881
to make his home in Aurora.
Here he has
been identified for some years with the banking
interests of the city, being a director of the
Aurora National Bank. For six years he was
Assessor of Sugar Grove Township, and has
also filled other important local offices.
Miss
Lavina Brooks, who became his wife in 1846,
died leaving three daughters and two sons, and
his second wife, Jane Abbey, born in New
York, was a resident of Ka,ne County from her
girlhood.
She was killed in a street car accident in Aurora in 1902. Mr. Paull's living chit
dren are: Mrs. Ann Waite, of Sugar Grove;
Lewis F., Aurora; Mrs. Ella Doty, Sugar Grove;
Mrs. Alice Newcomb, of Nebraska; and Charles
E., Aurora.
111.,

STEPHEN
was born

G.

PAULL

(deceased), pioneer,

at Bristol, Ontario County, N. Y., Sept.

grew to manhood in Medina County,
came to Illinois in 1840, establishing
his home in Sugar Grove Township, Kane
County, where he resided until his death, which
occurred April 26, 1875. He was a thoroughly
progressive farmer, and was one of the pioneer
1,

1812;

Ohio, and

RICHARD J. PATTERSON, M. D. (deceased),
founder of Bellevue Place Sanitarium, Batavia,
111., was
born in Berkshire County, Mass., in
1816, a descendant of Andrew Patterson who
settled at Stratford, Conn., in 1686; graduated

breeders of fine cattle in Illinois, as well

as
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first breeder of Durham cattle in the southern part of Kane County. His wife, who survived him until 1894, was Roxy A. Barker, of
Their surviving children at
Royalton, Ohio.
the present time (1903) are:
J. B. Paull, of
Lake City, Iowa; Mrs. Mary (Paull) Thompson,
and Mrs. Florence (Paull) Wing, of Aurora.

the

BENJAMIN

PEARSALL, manufacturer,
S.
born in Otsego County, N. Y.. July
29, 1866; educated in the public schools of Illinois; in 1891 became connected with the S. E.
Wood Butter Company of Elgin, with which
he is still identified. In 1898, when this company was incorporated, he became Secretary and
Treasurer and also General Manager, positions
he has since filled efficiently. He was married
in 1893 to Miss Leah J. Calkins.
Elgin,

111.,

three and a half miles southwest of Geneva,
upon which he resided until his death in February, 1892. Mr. Peck added to his holdings from
time to time until he owned one of the larges'estates in Kane County; was also interested in

known in connection
with this branch of industry. He was married
in 1839 to Miss Jerusha Sherman, of Sandgate.
Vt., and they reared a family of eight children
four sons and four daughters.
sheep-raising, being well

GEORGE E. PECK, farmer and
Geneva Township, Kane County.

stock-raiser,

born at
Sandgate, Vt.. Jan. 18, 1842, son of Eli and
Jerusha (Sherman) Peck; came with his parents to

111.,

Kane County

in 1843, where he grew
and obtained his education in the

to maturity

public schools.

In early

manhood he

joined his

father in farming and stock-raising, but since

JOHN W. PEARSON

(deceased),

born

at

Witersham, Kent County, England, May 14,
1831; came to the United States in 1850, locating first in New York State, where he learned
the carpenter's trade; came west and first resided in Elgin and then at Belvidere, 111., and
later in Wisconsin; returned to Kane County
in 1878, residing here the remainder of his
days, dying February 23. 1903.
Mr. Pearson
was first married to Miss Cordelia Hayes and
after her death, Miss Mary Coeller, who died
in 1874.
In 1875 he married his third wife.
Mrs. Emma (Plant) Weller, who. with their
four sons and three daughters, survives him.

the latter's death he and his brothers

Frank and Seth

H. PEASE, pioneer merchant and financier.
Aurora, 111., born at Sardis, Ohio, August 8,
1834; came to Aurora with his parents in
1835;

the

in

company with

first electric light

being the
electricity;

first

city

L. O. Hill

established

plant in the world, Aurora
in

—Albert

members

They
Vermont Sheep Breeders'
New York Sheep Breeders

Association,

of the

the

Association, and

Ihe National

Sheep Breeders'

are also interested

in

registered

and have gained considerable
prominence in this branch of stock-raising. Mr.
George E. Peck is a member of the Board of
Supervisors of Kane County, having served in
trotting

horses,

this capacity nearly ten years.

the world lighted with

was President

for

a

time of the

Wilcox Manufacturing Company; is now President of the Richards Manufacturing Company,
organized in January, 1903, and is also VicePresident of the First National Bank of Aurora.
Mr. Pease was married January 1, 1867, to

Miss Helen M. Forsyth, of Canada.

ELI PECK, pioneer citizen, Geneva Township.
Kane County, 111., was born at Sandgate, Vt..
June 1816, and reared in his native State,
where he also obtained his education in the
public schools; came to Kane County, 111., in
the fall of 1843 and purchased a farm about
in

E.

as well as to all parts of this country.

are

Association;
J.

—have

conducted the
estate as a whole, other members of the family
also retaining their interests. The Peck estate
embraces 2,200 acres, which is carried on in
the most approved manner. Their dairy interests are extensive, and as breeders of Spanish
merino sheep, the Peck Brothers are among the
most famous in the United States, making shipments to Australia, South Africa and Mexico,
S..

GEORGE

H.

PECK,

Elgin, retired farmer and

wholesale milk-dealer, was born Sept. 21, 1839.
His
in New Berlin, Chenango County. N. Y.
father, William R. Peck, was born in Rhode
Island and the mother, Mary A. (Hays) Peck,
in New Berlin. N. Y.
The family came west
in April, 1852, to Dundee. 111., where the father
bought a farm. George H. Peck remained with
his parents until he was of age. and then
rented a farm for himself, which he held only
six months, when, in September, 1861, he enlisted in Company K, Ffty-second Illinois Volunteer Infantry. After the battle of Corinth he
received an honorable discharge, and returning
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Dundee, bought a farm of 120 acres, which he
devoted to the cultivation of small fruits, selling great quantities of raspberries and strawberries in Elgin for many years.
Mr. Peck
was one of the original promoters of the Elgin
Packing Company, now one of the best paying
In
institutions of the kind in the country.
1874 Mr. Peck sold his farm and removed to
Chicago, where he engaged in the wholesale
milk business, and soon was commanding an
immense trade on the west side of the city.
After twenty-two years of unbroken success, in
1896 he sold out and removed to Savanna, 111.,
where he bought a farm of 680 acres, and has
since lived retired from active business.
Mr.
Peck was married Jan. 11, 1860, to Miss Amanda,
daughter of James P. Padelford, formerly of
Dundee Township, Kane County, and they have
two sons Frank I. and W. R. both of whom
are residents of Elgin.
to

—

Chapman,

of Elgin.

ORVILLE PECKHAM,

lawyer,

Geneva,

111.,

was born in Newport, R. I., Oct. 30, 1846, and
was graduated from Brown University in 1867.
In the spring of 1872 he removed to Chicago,
where he has been engaged in the practice of
law.

Since 1892 he has
Geneva.

ORA

made

his

home

in

PELTON, physician and surgeon,
born at Sherman, Chautauqua County, N. Y., in 1851; educated in the public schools
and at the University of Michigan, graduating
from the medical department of the latter institution in the class of 1872; graduated from
Bellevue Hospital Medical College (New York)
Elgin,

L.

111.,

in 1874; studied at the University of

Edinburg,

Scotland, during the year 1875; practiced ten
years at Elburn, 111.; has since been one of
the leading practitioners of Elgin.

—

GEORGE M. PECK, merchant, Elgin, 111.,
born at Dundee, 111., August 14, 1843, obtained
his elementary education in the public schools
of his native village, and later took a commercial course in Bryant & Stratton's Business
College (Chicago). In 1861 he enlisted in the
Fifty-second Regiment Illinois Volunteer Infantry, in which he became Commissary Sergeant
and served until 1864, when his term of enlistment expired. Beginning his business career as
clerk in a dry goods store in Elgin, he has
been actively engaged in the mercantile business in that city since 1868.
Mr. Peck is a
Director of the Elgin City Banking Company,
and President of the Elgin Wind Power & Pump
Company. He was married in 1877 to Miss
Julia C.

8 77

HOSEA

E.

PERKINS

mer, Elgin Township,

Nov.

8,

1819,

in

(deceased), retired far-

Kane County, was born

Jefferson County, N. Y.,

but

received his education in Lorain County, Ohio,

whither his parents removed when he was seven
years old.
His residence was maintained in
Ohio until 1841, when he removed to Kane
County, 111., where he worked on a farm and
taught school for some three years.
At the
end of thai period he bought a farm about
three miles south of Elgin, which continued to
In
be his home for the remainder of his life.
1894 his health failed, and he afterward lived
For a number of
a retired and quiet life.
years Mr. Perkins served as Supervisor and
Assistant Supervisor of hia Township, and for
twenty years was School Trusice. In 1849 he
married Mary A. Bishop, who died in 1850,
and three years later he married Elizabeth Hale,

who became

the mother of six children: Edson
Harvey W., William M.. Zilpha E., Albert
Mrs. Elizabeth (Hale) Perkins
G., and Mary E.
died Jan. 11, 1868, and on June 6, 1869, Mr.
A.,

Perkins contracted a third marriage, Anna

J.
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becoming his

Marshall

mother

Anna

E.,

She

wife.

of seven children:

Louis

A.,

was the

Charles P.,
Chester M.,

Frederick E., Harry B.,
Mr. Perkins died February

and Eugene R.

25,

1904.

FRANCIS PERRY

(deceased), pioneer farborn in Essex County, N. Y.,
August 5, 1812, came to Chicago in 1834 and
purchased four acres of land on the lake front,
which he later sold for a pair of boots and $5

mer, Dundee,

in cash;

111.,

came

to

Kane County the same

in 1838 entered a claim of 222 acres three
miles north of Dundee, where he lived until his
Mr. Perry was married
retirement in 1872.
March 14, 1839, to Miss Julia Haasz, and of
this union there are now four living children

Mrs. C. A. Smith, Mrs. E. Colvin, Mrs. J. J.
Skinner and Mrs. L. J. Corl. Mr. Perry died
June 29, 1879; his wife surviving him until
11,

career as a farmer in Sugar Grove
1887, returned to

Aurora

Township

in 1893;

actively engaged in that capacity, having been
re-elected nine consecutive years.

ARTHUR

B.

raiser, Kaneville.

PHELPS, farmer and
111., was born in New

Chenango, County, N.
his education in the

Y.,

Feb.

11, 1845,

New York

stock-

Berlin,

received

schools,

that position.

ALBERT A. PHILLIPS, retired farmer,
Aurora, 111., born in Sugar Grove Township,
Kane County, Dec. 26, 1841; grew to manhood
on his father's farm and attended the Sugar
Grove schools; was engaged in farming at the
old homestead until 1868. when he sold his
interest and removed to Kendall County, 111.,
purchasing a farm and residing in that locality

and

fourteen years:

later

returned

to

Kane

County and purchased a farm near Montgomery,
but since 1891 has been retired from active
business and has resided in Aurora. Mr. Phillips was married in 1866 to Miss Millis Brau.
and their children are: Guy A.. Frank L., Clarence A.. Edmund B., Charlie F.. Harold E. and
Fay E.

in

and purchased

in 1891

was elected manager of
the North Aurora Creamery Company at the
time of its organization in 1894, and is still

home farm

still filling

for

1901.

PETER PETIT, farmer and manager of
creamery, Aurora Township, Kane County, 111.,
was born in the township where he now resides, August 14, 1862; was educated in the
public schools, and married, in February, 1885,
Susan Leis. Mr. Petit began his business

the

educated in the local school. He has taken an
active part in Republican politics, for several
years being Secretary of the Republican CounIn 1898 he was named
ty Central Committee.
by Governor Tanner as a member of the State
Grain and Warehouse Commission, and he is

year,

and

Dec.

son of P. M. and Almira (White) Phelps. His
parents coming to Illinois in 1861, settled on a
farm in Kaneville Township, Kane County, and
here Mr. Phelps was reared to farm life and

in

whither his family had removed while
he was still a youth. He attended a business
college at Aurora one term. The family located
on a farm one and a quarter miles east of KaneMr. Phelps now owns this place,
ville, and

C. B. PHILLIPS, manufacturer. Aurora. 111.,
born at Newark, Kendall County, 111.. Jan.
1870; at the age of fifteen years he established
the "Newark Midget," which he conducted succesfully for one year; came to Aurora in 1892,
where he has since been actively identified with
printing business, owning at the present time
(i,

one of the largest printing establishments of its
kind druggist label printing in the world.
Mr. Phillips was married in 1896 to Miss Clara
A. Dubroch, of Aurora.

—

—

Illinois,

JACOB W. PHILLIPS (deceased),
New York State and came to

pioneer,

born in

Illinois

He has been School TrusMr. Phelps was married Jan. 26,
1869, to Miss Maria Hartwell. by whom he has
had six children, four sons and two daughters.

Sugar
Grove Township. Kane County. He died on his
farm about 1846. His wife was Betsy Holmes
before her marriage, and came of an eastern
Their children
family.
She died in 1860.
Jerome, of Sugar Grove Township; Harare:
riet E., who died in Nebraska, and Albert, of

One son

Aurora.

which came into his possession after the death
of his father in 1868.
tee since 1902.

JOHN
Berlin,

is

dead.

T.

PHELPS,

Geneva, was born in

Chenango County, N.

Y.,

Oct.

13,

New
1855.

in 1839, locating on

Government land

JEROME PHILLIPS,
Grove.

111.,

In

retired farmer. Sugar
born in Chenango County. N. Y.,
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1836; came west with his parents
childhood and grew to manhood on
a farm in Sugar Grove Township, Kane County,
obtaining his education in the public schools.

April

17,

early

in

war of
Band

In 1863 he enlisted for service in the

the Rebellion, and
the

of

First

was mustered

into the

Third Division of the

Brigade,

879

Aurora Association for many years, in
meantime being largely instrumental in
erecting its building; was deacon of the New
England Congregational church, Aurora, for
twenty-five years; married in 1868 Miss Mary
of the

the

J.

Mass., and their children
Mrs. Lillian Harkinson and Florence E.

Porter, of Lenox,

are:

Seventeenth Army Corps, serving in this capacReturning to Sugar
until July 9, 1865.
Grove Township after the close of the war, he

Pike.

engaged in farming until 1872, when
he removed to Aurora, where he was connected
with the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad
shops until 1876, when he removed to Sugar
Grove Township and has since resided on the
old homestead. He was married in 1861 to Miss
Mary Harkison.

ister

ity

there

RAY
in

R. PHILLIPS, lawyer,
McHenry County, 111., April

(Baldwin

K. and Ellen

Elgin,

111.,

born

son of

12, 1878,

educated
in the public schools of Elgin, graduating from
the high school in the class of 1897; read law
with John A. Russell and C. L. Abbott of Elgin;
admitted to the bar in the Supreme Court of
Illinois in December, 1900; has since practiced
in Elgin, being now associated with his former
preceptor, C. L. Abbott was elected City Attorney of Elgin in 1901.
S.

1

ANDREW PINGREE

(deceased), min-

Universalist church, Pingree

Grove,

111.,

born at Ware, N, H., July 16, 1803, and died at
Pingree Grove, 111.. August 18. 1879; came to
Kane County, 111., in 1838, and in 1846, located
on a farm near Pingree Grove, where he passed
the remainder of his life; served as Postmaster
Pingree several years, and was County Surveyor for Kane County eighteen years; married
Jan. 1, 1844, Hannah M. Curtis, of Massachuat

setts.

Phillips;

;

WILLIAM PICKERING

REV.

pioneer

(deceased),

Kane County, 111., born
Durham, England, May 24,

DANIEL PINGREE

(deceased),

physician

and farmer, Pingree Grove, 111., born at Springfield, N. H., Jan. 26, 1819; came to Kane County
in 1838: graduated from the Indiana Medical
College in 1849;

Memphis,
Grove,

Tenn.;

111.,

resided at different times in
Placerville,

and Hico, Texas.

Cal.;

He

Pingree

died at the

He was
place last mentioned, Dec. 25, 1900.
married Nov. 10, 1859, to Jane Ha.venhill, of
Newark, Hi.

farmer, Plato Township,
the County

in

1803;

of

came with

his family to

America

in 1854,

and located on a farm one and a half miles west
of Elgin, 111., in 1855, where he lived twelve
years; removed to Plato Center in 1867 and
purchased the farm which has since been known
as the Pickering homestead.
He was married
to Miss Sarah Pattinson, born in 1809, and their
only living child

is Mrs. E. C. Parry, of Elgin.
Pickering met his death by accident in
1872; his wife surviving him until 1878.

Mr.

DANIEL J. PIKE (deceased), Aurora, 111.,
New Marlborough, Mass., Oct. 15, 1834;

born at

established

his

home

in

Aurora

in

1866,

although his business headquarters had been

at

that city for several years prior; dealt in nurs-

ery stock until 1876, when on account of failing
health he retired from active business and de-

voted his attention to the care of his estate;
was one of the most active members of the
Y. M. C. A. in Illinois and served as President

COLUMBUS PINNEY
was born

(deceased),

pioneer,

where his
an old New

in Springfield, Vt., in 1797,

was passed. He was of
England family, and closely related to that
from which Admiral Dewey descends. In his
young manhood he went to Watertown, N. Y.,
where he was engaged in manufacturing until
he came to Illinois in 1835. Among the noted
pioneers who came in his company or about
the same time were Judge John Dean Caton,
afterward Chief Justice of Illinois; John Calhoun, who became founder of the first newspaper in Chicago the "Chicago Democrat;"
Gov. Joel A. Matteson, and Charles Follansbee.
Mr. Pinney was at first a resident of Ottawa,
but soon removed to Marseilles, and in 1838,
He was a man of means
settled in Aurora.
and made many investments. Much of his time
and attention were given to the care of his
property in his later years, and almost exclusively so at the time of his death, March 17,
1874.
For many years he was Collector of
early life

—
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town taxes, and served one term as Deputy
In
under an early Sheriff of Kane County.
1835 he married Miss Susan McAllister, who
was born in Springfield, Vt., in 1809. She died
March 10, 1903. Mrs. Charles J. Metzner and
Emerson D. Pinney are the only representatives

who

of this family

JOHN PLAIN,

are

now

living in Aurora.

banker, Aurora,

111.,

born in

Germany

Jan. 17, 1830; educated in his native
country and came to America in 1852; located
in Aurora in 1853. where he has since resided
and has been identified with the banking interests of that city since the early '70s, serving
at the present time as President of the German
Mr.
American National Bank of that city.
Plain was married February 12, 1857, to
Susanna Leis, of Aurora.

WILLIAM

B. PLATO (deceased), lawyer and
was born in Genesee County, N. Y.,
in 1810, and was trained to a mercantile life in
his native State.
About 1840 he came west,
establishing his home in Aurora where he read
law.
About 1850, with a knowledge of law
largely self-acquired, he removed to Geneva,
where he made his home until his death in 1873.
As a lawyer Mr. Plato met with marked success.
His earliest interest in politics was in the days
of the Free-Soil movement, and he was elected
to the State Senate on that issue in 1850, and
legislator,

were an open candor, a sturdy integrity and a
lofty patriotism, which, coupled with his well-

known

ability,

—his

commanded

the respect of all

opponents and his friends alike.
He held no public office during the latter years
of his life, but was recognized as an able and
classes

judicious leader in political matters, and con-

tinued practice as an attorney, as his health
would permit, until his death in 1873. Plato

Township, in Kane County, was named

in his

honor.

SAMUEL PLATT
berry

(deceased), farmer, Black-

Kane County,

Township,

born

in

the

New

York, August 28, 1805; came to
Illinois Sept. 30, 1836, locating on a farm in
Blackberry Township. Kane County, the original Piatt homestead still being in possession of
members of the family. On March 24, 1824, he
was married to Nancy McNair. and the only
State of

surviving members of their family are: Mrs.
Mary Outhouse and Mrs. Sophia P. Swaine.
Mr. Piatt died April 13. 1850; his wife surviving until March

6.

1888.

WILLIAM VAN NEST PLUM
pioneer merchant.

was born

in

(deceased),
Aurora. Kane County, 111.,

New York

died in Aurora,

111..

City, Jan. 18. 1814,

June

24,

1890.

Mr.

and

Plum

came

in all six years.

to Aurora about Christmas, 1840, and in
1845 was married to Helen M. Phillips, a school
teacher of that city.
In 1855 he formed a
partnership with a Mr. Mix under the firm

the State Penitentiary at Joliet.

name of Mix & Plum, dealers in grain, coal. etc.
Mr. Plum served as Mayor of Aurora one term,
was a prominent member of the Masonic Order,

by re-election served in the Senate until 1856
In 1857, after the accession of
Gov. William H. Bissell. Senator Plato was appointed on the Board of Commissioners to erect

In the year
1858 he was again elected to the General Assembly as Representative from Kane County,

and had
first

the

distinction

brick building on

of

having

Fox River.

built

the

Mr. and Mrs.

Plum

serving one term. In 1860 he was chosen Presidential Elector on the Republican ticket, and
assisted in casting the vote of Illinois for Abraham Lincoln for President at his first election.
While serving in the State Senate during the

were the parents of three children:
Kate (Mrs. George R. Wilcox). Jenny L. Plum
and William V. Plum, Jr.. all of whom survive
and reside in Aurora.

session of 1853, Mr. Plato was the author of the

CHARLES POPE, manufacturer. Geneva, 111.;
born in Cambridgeshire. England, in 1840; came
with bis parents to the United States in 1846,
and was reared and educated in Chicago. In
1880 he became interested in the Geneva Grape

bill

limiting the responsibility of railroads to

$5,000

for

neglect

or

causing

death

by

wrongful

act,

He and Hon. Henry W.

default.

Blodgett, of Lake County, afterwards Judge of
the United States District Court, while serving
at

the

same

time,

alternately the one in the

House and the other in the Senate, were conspicuous as the only avowed Free-Soilers in
their respective Houses.
Judge Plato's notable
characteristics

as

a

legislator

and

politician

Sugar Company, which was established in
Geneva, 111., by Mr. John Burton, and developed
into
an extensive industry, employing apmuch
In 1887
a
proximately 300 persons.
Venice
at
larger
plant
was established
Louis,
Mr.
Pope and
111.,
St.
near East
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operating

associates

his
til

1902,

when they were

both

plants

transferred

un-

the

to

Corn Products Company. Besides building up
one of the great industries of the West, Mr.
Pope has been the inventor of a number of
manufacture of starch,
devices used in the
glucose, etc.

JOSEPH

C.

PORTER

(deceased). Civil

and

Elgin,

Dec. 6, 1900, he was connected with the city
waterworks department of Aurora.
He was
married in 1867 to Miss Emma Kerr, of Gales-

burg.

ship,

Harry

Elgin,

POTTER, merchant and manu111.,

was born

Kane County, Sept. 14,
E. and Mary (Griggs)

in

Plato Town-

1851,

a

son

of

and is
a lineal descendant, in the paternal line, from
Robert Potter, who came from Coventry, Eng.,
in 1634, and first settled in Roxbury, Mass.. and
removed in 1638 to Rhode Island, settling permanently at Warwick, where he died in 1655.
The line of his ancestry is also traced through
the Winsor family to Roger Williams, of Rhode
Island.
Mr. Potter was brought up on his
father's farm, and educated
public
in
the
school and the Marengo Business College.
In
1872 he came to Elgin and engaged in the grocery trade, in which he continued until 1883.
That year he turned his attention to real estate
and the creamery business, and is now President and Manager of the Excelsior Creamery
Company, operating creameries in Illinois and
Wisconsin, and in addition doing a wholesale
and jobbing business in creamery products. Mr.
Potter

is

Potter,

also closely identified with the agri-

of Kane County as an extensive farm-owner. In 1882. in company with

cultural

W. H.

interests

Hintze, he laid out what

is

Commissioner

He married

from

Elvira J.
Mann, daughter of the Hon. S. S. and Caroline
(Young) Mann, and they have one daughter,
Alice, who is the wife of John F. Tetzner, residing in Elgin.

HARRY EDDY POTTER
Plato Township,
roe County, N.

in

1873.

now known

as

(deceased), pioneer

Kane County, was born
Y.,

July

12,

1815,

in Monand died in

Plato, 111., Feb. 12, 1865.
He was the son of
Winsor and Deborah (Eddy) Potter, and grew
to manhood on a farm near Java Village, N. Y.
W hen a young man he learned the carpenter
trade, and coming to Illinois in 1836, worked
at his trade for a time in St. Charles, where
he helped to put up some of the first buildings
r

In 1840 he married Miss
daughter of John and Ruth

erected in that place.

Mary

A.

Griggs,

(Dibble)

Griggs,

of

Plato,

Her parents,

111.

who were natives of Berkshire County, Mass.,
came to Illinois from Ashtabula County, Ohio,
in 1834.
After his marriage Mr. Potter settled
on a farm in Plato Township, on which he lived
until his death.
He had a family of six chil-

dren, of

facturer,

Water

was

1897 to 1900.

War

Aurora, 111.; born at Charlotte, Me.,
July 30, 1837, son of Joel and Anna (Ells)
Porter; came with his parents to Galesburg,
111., when twelve years of age; enlisted in 1861
in the Eleventh Iowa Volunteer Infantry Regiment, serving four years and in the meantime
participating in many notable engagements, including the battle of Shiloh and the siege of
Vicksburg. After the war he was in the employ of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railway Company until 1888, when he embarked in
the hardware business in Aurora, and later was,
for some years, in the shoe business in that
city.
At the time of his death, which occurred

H.

i

Hintze & Potter's Addition to the City of Elgin.
He is an active and public-spirited citizen of

veteran,

CHARLES

88

whom

three (1903) are

residing in Elgin.

now

The youngest

living, all

son,

John

F.,

born in Plato, Dec. 1, 1801, inherited his father's
mechanical gift, and became an expert carpenter and designer.
He was educated in the district school of the native town and the Elgin

Academy. He died April 11, 1903, leaving a
widow. Grace (Dolph) Potter, and two daugh-

JOHN

H.

POSSON.

dealer in farming imple-

ments, coal, and a practical farmer. Maple
Park, Kane County, 111., was born in Pierce
Township, DeKalb County, 111., April 25, 1875,
and received his educational training in the
public schools of his native locality, including
a year and a halt in the Hinckley High School.
When he reached the age of eighteen years, on
account of his father's failing health he assumed the management of the home farm. In
1896 the father sold this farm, and bought another northwest of DeKalb, to which the family

removed the same year. The father died in
May, 1897, and two years later John H. Posson,
with his mother, sister and brother, made their
home in Maple Park. In the spring of 1900
the mother died.
The same year Mr. Posson
started in the coal business, and the following
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Mr.
year took on agricultural implements.
Posson has served two years as Village Trustee, and has extensive fraternal connections,

Mr. Pouley's parents, Samuel and Almira
(Hitchcock) Pouley, elsewhere in this volume.)

being associated with the Odd Fellows, ModPoern Woodmen and the Court of Honor.
litically he is a Republican.

ORRIN D. POWELL, banker, Aurora, 111.,
born at Roxbury, Delaware County, N. Y., Aug.
23, 1829, was educated in the schools of his
native State, and when sixteen years of age
began teaching. He was engaged in farming
and merchandising in New York until 1864
when he came west and established his home
in Aurora, where he was interested in mercantile pursuits and the lumber trade until 1880.
In the latter year, in company with other gentlemen, he organized the Aurora National Bank,
of which he became a Director and Vice-President.
In 1888 he succeeded Dr. O. D. Howell,

SAMUEL POULEY (deceased), farmer, Blackberry Township, Kane County, 111., was born
in Nottinghamshire, Brig., April 17, 1808, the
son of Robert and Hannah (Godfrey) Pouley.
Samuel Pouley came to Illinois in 1840, entered
land in Blackberry Township, Kane County,
and. engaged in farming and stock-raising. He
was a pioneer Baptist minister, and held meetings in school houses and private dwellings
before there

was a church

in his township.

He

of the founders of the Free-Will Baptist

was one

Elburn, and through his long life one
During the last ten
of its stanch supporters.
years of his life he lived with his son, Samuel
He died Dec. 16, 1892, aged nearly eightyE.
seven years, while his widow passed away in

church

at

1902.

SAMUEL

E.

POULEY,

dealer in coal, lumber

and agricultural implements, Elburn.

111.,

was

born at Blackberry, Kane County, 111., Nov. 27,
1851, and received his education in the district
When about
schools of Blackberry Township.
thirty years old he left his father's farm, and
went to Wheaton, where he was engaged in carpenter work for about four years. In 1885 he
bought the old home farm, where he did general farming and dairying until 1892, when he
removed to Elburn, where, after devoting about
a year to carpenter work, he bought an interest
in a drug-store in company with A. T. Matthewson, with whom he was associated for some
five years.
In 1898 he bought the agricultural
implement business of H. C. Read, but a year later (1899) Mr. Read bought back a half-interest
in the concern, to which, during the same year,
they added the coal and lumber trade. In 1900
Mr. Read sold out to H. A. Bartlett. and the firm
has built up a flourishing trade. Mr. Pouley
was married March 28, 1878, to Miss Emma
Humphrey, daughter of John Milton and Minerva (Miller) Humphrey, and they have had
the following named children: Edna M., Edwin
A., Avis, Mary Verna, Vida, Edith and Margie
all living.
Mrs. Pouley is an active member
of the Congregational church.
(See sketch of

who

died in that year, as President of the bank.

and

is

ducted

the head of that admirably coninstitution.
Mr. Powell was

still at

financial

married in 1852 to Dianthe E. Maynard, of
Delaware County, N. Y. Of this marriage there
are two children:
Mrs. Carrie E. Grant and
Charles E. Powell, Cashier of the Aurora National Bank.
Mrs. Powell died in 1869. subsequently Mr. Powell married Mary Donaldson,
of Aurora, who died in 1873.
His third marriage occurred Sept. 30, 1875. with Helen Maynard, of Delaware County. N. Y.

JOHN

R.

POWERS,

lawyer. Elgin.

111.,

was

born in Elgin, April 24. 1876, son of John and
He secured his
Josephine (Sutton) Powers.
education in the city schools, the High School
and Elgin Academy, read law with Messrs.
Botsford & Wayne, of Elgin, and was admitted
to the bar of the Supreme Court in 1897. Since
that event he has practiced his profession very
successfully with the exception of the period
He enlisted in
of the Spanish-American War.
May, 189S, in the First United States Volunteer
Infantry (Texas Immunes). in which he served
until the close of the war, being mustered out

He is a member of the
Galveston, Texas.
organization of the Spanish War Veterans and
at

the Knights of Pythias.

DeWITT

PRATT

C.

(deceased),

photogra-

born in New York State, and died in
Aurora, 111., Aug. 24, 1903: came west in 1S4">.
:ind in the fall of 1849 opened a daguerreotype
pher,

gallery at St. Charles.
in

Aurora

1853.

in

In later

111.:

established a gallery

and removed to Geneva in
years he became widely known

1851,
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as a photographer, and the business which he
lounded is still in existence, being conducted by

Edmund

his son,

HENRY

M.

C.

PRATT,

for the

Dundee,

111.,

born

Miss

Effie

Coy, daughter of B. A.

I.

Washington County, N. Y.. Dec. 17, 1864;
came west with his parents when seven years
of age and located first in Michigan; acquired
Hanover,
experience in
his first newspaper
Mich.; came to Dundee, 111., in 1890, where he

Kaneville,

has since been identified with the "CarpentersMr. Pratt was married Nov. 15,
ville News.'"
1892, to Miss Minnie Kruse, of Elgin.

Lillie M.,

James

icine

the

MAURICE PRICE,

pioneer settler. Big Rock,
born in Wales, Nov. 15, 1810; came to the
United States in 1830, locating first in New
York; came to Chicago in 1835, where he helped
111.,

removed
settling

some of the first streets of that city;
to Kane County in the spring of 1836,
on land in Big Rock Township, where

on the farm he origfrom the Government, it being one of the first pieces of land improved in
Big Rock Township; was one of the founders
and builders of the first church in Big Rock;
married first Hannah Livingston, and after
her death, Maria Davis, both of Big Rock.
he

resides

still

(1903)

inally purchased

WILLIAM PRICE

(deceased), pioneer set
born in the County of Westmeath, Ireland, July 4, 1814; came with an older brother
to Canada in 1831, removing to Kane County.
tier,

where he became well known as
a progressive farmer and successful manager
in 1841,

of affairs;

who
Mrs.

married in 1843, Miss Mary Smith,

died Aug. 23, 1900, and their living chil-

dren are:

M. Minnie, George W., William W.,

Nancy Berry, Mrs. Janet Benton, Hugh,

and Mrs. Jessie Cornell.

other

Mr. Price died Aug.

Waterbury, daughter of James
Neosha Falls, Kans. Their
at

physician and surwas born in Oneida County,
N. Y., e'ducated at Rome, N. Y., and graduated
from the Medical Department of the University

children

are

E. (the latter a student of med-

present

time

— 1903),

and

Perry

Anita June.

ALBRO

B.

born

in

111.,

PRINDLE,

manufacturer, Batavia,
22, 1869, son of

Chicago, April

James P. and Mary (Cornell) Prindle; came
with his parents in 1874 to Batavia, 111., where
he was reared and educated, graduating from
the West Batavia High School in 1887. He attended Jennings Seminary in Aurora, and then
became connected with the Chicago office of the
Piano Manufacturing Company, where he was
employed until 1892. That year he returned
to Batavia and entered the employ of the Newton Wagon Company, of which he became Superintendent in 1897, a position he still retains.

He

is

a

member

of the Garden City Council.
Chicago. In 1894 he married

A., of

Miss Bertha

M„ daughter

of

W.

Hollister.

J.

of Batavia.

EDWARD

T.

PRINDLE

(deceased),

manu-

Aurora, 111., was born
in Litchfield County, Conn., Nov. 26, 1826, and
died in Aurora, Jan. 30,
1900.
His father.
Philemon Prindle, was of an old Connecticut
family; his mother's maiden name was Sybil
M. Root. Mr. Prindle was bred a machinist at

facturer and inventor,

Skeneateles,

and

operated

ISAAC W. PRICHARD,

Waterbury.

S.

of

Mich.,

27. 1903.

Coy, of

Mrs. Prichard died in 1875, leaving one child, Mrs. Charles Smith, ot Sac City,
Iowa. In 1878 Dr. Prichard married Miss Annie
III.

No. 202, R.

111.,

of America, also

including the Maccabees and the Odd
Fellows. Dr. Prichard was married" in 1870 to

in

to build

Yeomen

officiates in a similar capacity in several

orders,

Pratt.

editor,

Examiner

ical

883

N.

Y.,

found

by Col.

in 1850 came
employment in

F.

G.

to

Detroit.

a

factory

Hammond, which he

in 1868; later made special study
Long Island Medical Hospital at Brook-

afterward leased and operated until he entered
the employ of the Michigan Central Railroad
Company.
When Colonel Hammond became
General Superintendent of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad, Mr. Prindle was put in
charge of the Galesburg shops; in 1859 was

New York, beginning the practice of his profession at Kaneville,
Kane County, 111. For thirty-five years he has
been a hard and faithful worker in his chosen
calling, has been a contributor to the medical
press, and since 1899 has been Supreme Med-

transferred to Aurora as foreman of the locomotive department, later became Division Master Mechanic, but in 1873 resigned to become
General Superintendent of the Machinery Department of Crane Brothers Elevator Works in
Chicago. At the end of a year and a half he

geon, Aurora,

of

111.,

Michigan

in the

lyn and the City Hospital of
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becoming

Marshall

mother

Anna

his

of seven children:

E.,

was the

She

wife.

Louis

A.,

Charles F.,
Chester M.,

Frederick E., Harry B.,
Mr. Perkins died February

and Eugene R.

25,

1904.

FRANCIS PERRY

(deceased), pioneer farborn in Essex County, N. Y.,
August 5, 1812, came to Chicago in 1834 and
purchased four acres of land on the lake front,
which he later sold for a pair of boots and $5

mer, Dundee,

111.,

came

in cash;

to

Kane County the same

in 1838 entered a claim of 222 acres three
miles north of Dundee, where he lived until his
Mr. Perry was married
retirement in 1872.
March 14, 1839, to Miss Julia Haasz, and of
this union there are now four living children
Mrs. C. A. Smith, Mrs. E. Colvin, Mrs. J. J.
Skinner and Mrs. L. J. Corl. Mr. Perry died
29,

1879;

his

wife surviving

here Mr. Phelps was reared to farm life and
educated in the local school. He has taken an
active part in Republican politics., for several
years being Secretary of the Republican CounIn 1898 he was named
ty Central Committee.
by Governor Tanner as a member of the State
Grain and Warehouse Commission, and he is
still filling

that position.

year,

and

June

son of P. M. and Almira (White) Phelps. His
parents coming to Illinois in 1861, settled on a
farm in Kaneville Township, Kane County, and

him

until

Dec. 11, 1901.

ALBERT A. PHILLIPS, retired farmer,
Aurora, 111., born in Sugar Grove Township.
Kane County, Dec. 26, 1841; grew to manhood
on his father's farm and attended the Sugar
Grove schools; was engaged in farming at the
homestead until 1868, when he sold his
interest and removed to Kendall County, 111..
purchasing a farm and residing in that locality

old

for

PETER PETIT, farmer and manager of
creamery, Aurora Township, Kane County, 111.,
was born in the township where he now rewas educated in the
sides, August 14, 1862
public schools, and married, in February, 1885,
Mr. Petit began his business
Susan Leis.
;

Township in
1887, returned to Aurora in 1891 and purchased
the home farm in 1893; was elected manager of
the North Aurora Creamery Company at the
time of its organization in 1894, and is still

fourteen years;

later

returned

to

Kane

County and purchased a farm near Montgomery,
but since 1891 has been retired from active
business and has resided in Aurora. Mr. Phillips was married in 1866 to Miss Millis Brau.
and their children are: Guy A., Frank L., Clarence A., Edmund B., Charlie F., Harold E. and

Fay

E.

career as a farmer in Sugar Grove

actively engaged in that capacity, having been
re-elected nine consecutive years.

ARTHUR

B.

raiser, Kaneville,

PHELPS, farmer and
111., was born in New

Chenango, County, N.
his education in the

Y.,

stock-

Berlin,

Feb. 11, 1845, received

New York

schools,

and

in

whither his family had removed while
he was still a youth. He attended a business
college at Aurora one term. The family located
on a farm one and a quarter miles east of Kaneville, and Mr. Phelps now owns this place,
which came into his possession after the death
of his father in 1868. He has been School Trustee since 1902. Mr. Phelps was married Jan. 26,
1869, to Miss Maria Hartwell, by whom he has
had six children, four sons and two daughters.

C. B. PHILLIPS, manufacturer, Aurora, 111.,
born at Newark, Kendall County. 111.. Jan. 6,
1870; at the age of fifteen years he established
the "Newarlv Midget," which he conducted succesfully for one year; came to Aurora in 1892,
where he has since been actively identified with
printing business, owning at the present time

one of the largest printing establishments of its
kind druggist label printing in the world.
Mr. Phillips was married in 1896 to Miss Clara
A. Dubroch, of Aurora.

—

—

Illinois,

One son

JOHN
Berlin,

is

dead.

T.

PHELPS, Geneva, was

Chenango County, N.

Y..

born in
Oct.

13,

New
1855.

JACOB W. PHILLIPS (deceased),
New York State and came to

born in

pioneer,
Illinois

on Government land in Sugar
Grove Township. Kane County. He died on his
farm about 1846. His wife was Betsy Holmes
before her marriage, and came of an eastern
Their children
family.
She died in 1860.
are:
Jerome, of Sugar Grove Township; Harriet E., who died in Nebraska, and Albert, of
Aurora.
in 1839, locating

JEROME PHILLIPS,
Grove.

111.,

retired farmer. Sugar
born in Chenango County, N. Y..
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1836; came west with his parents
childhood and grew to manhood on
a farm in Sugar Grove Township, Kane County,
obtaining his education in the public schools.

April

17,

early

in

In 1863 he enlisted for service in the war of
was mustered into the Band

the Rebellion, and
the

of

Third Division of the

Brigade,

First

Seventeenth Army Corps, serving in this capacReturning to Sugar
until July 9, 1865.
Grove Township after the close of the war, he
there engaged in farming until 1872, when
he removed to Aurora, where he was connected
with the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad
shops until 1876, when he removed to Sugar
Grove Township and has since resided on the
old homestead. He was married in 1861 to Miss
Mary Harkison.

879

Aurora Association for many years, in
meantime being largely instrumental in
erecting its building; was deacon of the New
England Congregational church, Aurora, for
twenty-five years; married in 1868 Miss Mary
of the

the

J.

Porter, of Lenox,

Mass.. ctnd their children

Mrs. Lillian Harkinson and Florence E.

are:

Pike.

ity

RAY

R. PHILLIPS, lawyer,
McHenry County, 111., April

Elgin,

born

111.,

son of
Phillips; educated
S. K. and Ellen (Baldwin
in the public schools of Elgin, graduating from
the high school in the class of 1897; read law
with John A. Russell and C. L. Abbott of Elgin;
admitted to the bar in the Supreme Court of
Illinois in December, 1900; has since practiced
in Elgin, being now associated with his former
in

12, 1878,

ANDREW PINGREE

REV.
ister

(deceased), min-

Universalist church, Pingree

Grove,

111.,

born at Ware, N, H„ July 16, 1803, and died at
Pingree Grove, 111., August 18, 1879; came to
Kane County, 111., in 1838, and in 1846, located
on a farm near Pingree Grove, where he passed
the remainder of his life; served as Postmaster
at Pingree several years, and was County Surveyor for Kane County eighteen years; married
Jan. 1, 1844, Hannah M. Curtis, of Massachusetts.

1

was

preceptor, C. L. Abbott;

ney of Elgin

elected City Attor-

DANIEL PINGREE

(deceased),

physician

and farmer, Pingree Grove, 111., born at Springfield, N. H., Jan. 26, 1819; came to Kane County
in 1838: graduated from the Indiana Medical
College in 1849;

Memphis,
Grove,

Tenn.;

111.,

resided at different times in
Placerville,

and Hico, Texas.

Cal.;

He

Pingree

died at the

He was
place last mentioned, Dec. 25, 1900.
married Nov. 10, 1859, to Jane Havenhill, of

in 1901.

WILLIAM PICKERING

pioneer

(deceased),

Kane County, 111., born
Durham. England, May 24,

Newark,

Hi.

farmer, Plato Township,
in

the County

1803;

of

came with

his family to

America

in 1854,

and located on a farm one and a half miles west
of Elgin, 111., in 1855, where he lived twelve
years; removed to Plato Center in 1867 and
purchased the farm which has since been known
as the Pickering homestead.
He was married
to Miss Sarah Pattinson, born in 1809, and their
only living child is Mrs. E. C. Parry, of Elgin.
Mr. Pickering met his death by accident in
1872;

his wife surviving

him

until

1878.

DANIEL J. PIKE (deceased), Aurora, 111.,
New Marlborough, Mass., Oct. 15, 1834;

born at

established

his

home

in

Aurora

in

1866,

although his business headquarters had been at
that city for several years prior; dealt in nursery stock until 1876, when on account of failing

health he retired from active business and devoted his attention to the care of his estate;

was one

of

the most

Y. M. C. A. in

Illinois

active

members

of

the

and served as President

COLUMBUS PINNEY
was born

(deceased),

pioneer,

where his
He was of an old New

in Springfield, Vt., in 1797,

was passed.
England family, and closely related to that
from which Admiral Dewey descends. In his
young manhood he went to Watertown, N. Y.,
where he was engaged in manufacturing until
he came to Illinois in 1835. Among the noted
pioneers who came in his company or about
the same time were Judge John Dean Caton,
afterward Chief Justice of Illinois; John Calhoun, who became founder of the first newspaper in Chicago the "Chicago Democrat;"
Gov. Joel A. Matteson, and Charles Follansbee.
Mr. Pinney was at first a resident of Ottawa,
but soon removed to Marseilles, and in 1838.
He was a man of means
settled in Aurora.
and made many investments. Much of his time
and attention were given to the care of his
property in his later years, and almost exclusively so at the time of his death, March 17,
1874.
For many years he was Collector of
early life

—
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town taxes, and served one term as Deputy
In
under an early Sheriff of Kane County.
1835 he married Miss Susan McAllister, who
was born in Springfield, Vt., in 1809. She died
March 10, 1903. Mrs. Charles J. Metzner and
Emerson D. Pinney are the only representatives

who

of this family

JOHN PLAIN,
Germany

are

now

living in Aurora.

banker, Aurora,

111.,

born in

Jan. 17, 1830; educated in his native

country and came to America in 1852; located
Aurora in 1853, where he has since resided
and has been identified with the banking interests of that city since the early '70s, serving
at the present time as President of the German
American National Bank of that city.
Mr.
Plain was married February 12, 1857, to
Susanna Leis, of Aurora.

were an open candor, a sturdy integrity and a
lofty patriotism, which, coupled with his well-

known

ability,

—his

commanded

the respect of all

opponents and his friends alike.
He held no public office during the latter years
of his life, but was recognized as an able and
judicious leader in political matters, and continued practice as an attorney, as his health
would permit, until his death in 1873. Plato
Township, in Kane County, was named in his
classes

honor.

in

WILLIAM

B. PLATO (deceased), lawyer and
was born in Genesee County, N. Y.,
in 1810, and was trained to a mercantile life in
his native State.
About 1840 he came west,
establishing his home in Aurora where he read
law.
About 1850, with a knowledge of law
largely self-acquired, he removed to Geneva,
where he made his home until his death in 1873.
As a lawyer Mr. Plato met with marked success.
His earliest interest in politics was in the days
of the Free-Soil movement, and he was elected
to the State Senate on that issue in 1850, and
legislator,

by re-election served in the Senate until 1856
In 1857, after the accession of
Gov. William H. Bissell, Senator Plato was appointed on the Board of Commissioners to erect
in all six years.

the State Penitentiary at Joliet.
In the year
1858 he was again elected to the General As-

sembly as Representative from Kane County,
serving one term. In 1860 he was chosen Presidential Elector on the Republican ticket, and
assisted in casting the vote of Illinois for Abra-

ham

Lincoln for President at his first election.
in the State Senate during the
session of 1853, Mr. Plato was the author of the
bill limiting the responsibility of railroads to

SAMUEL PLATT
berry

(deceased), farmer, Black-

Kane County, born

Township,

the

in

New

York. August 28. 1805; came to
Illinois Sept. 30, 1836, locating on a farm in
Blackberry Township, Kane County, the original Piatt homestead still being in possession of
members of the family. On March 24, 1824, he
State of

was married to Nancy McNair, and the only
surviving members of their family are: Mrs.
Mary Outhouse and Mrs. Sophia P. Swaine.
Mr. Piatt died April
ing until March

6,

13. 1850;

his wife surviv-

1888.

WILLIAM VAN NEST PLUM

(deceased),
Aurora. Kane County, 111.,

pioneer merchant.

was born

in

New York

died in Aurora.

came
1845

111.,

City, Jan. 18, 1814.

June

24, 1890.

and

Mr. Plum

to Aurora about Christmas. 1840. and in
was married to Helen M. Phillips, a school

teacher

of

partnership

that

with

city.

a

Mr.

In

1855

he

formed

a

Mix under the firm

name of Mix & Plum, dealers in grain, coal, etc.
Mr. Plum served as Mayor of Aurora one term,
was a prominent member of the Masonic Order,
and had the distinction of having built the
Mr. and Mrs.
first brick building on Fox River.
Plum were the parents of three children:
Kate (Mrs. George R. Wilcox). Jenny L. Plum
and William V. Plum, Jr., all of whom survive
and reside in Aurora.

While serving

$5,000

for

neglect

or

causing

death

by

wrongful

act,

He and Hon. Henry W.

default.

Blodgett, of Lake Count>, afterwards Judge of

the United States District Court, while serving
at

the

same

time,

alternately the one in the

House and the other in the Senate, were conspicuous as the only avowed Free-Soil ers in
Judge Plato's notable
their respective Houses.
characteristics

as

a

legislator

and politician

CHARLES POPE, manufacturer, Geneva, 111.;
born in Cambridgeshire. England, in 1840; came
with his parents to the United States in 1846.
and was reared and educated in Chicago. In
1880 he became interested in the Geneva Grape
Sugar Company, which was established in
Geneva, 111., by Mr. John Burton, and developed
into an extensive
industry, employing apmuch
proximately 300 persons.
In 1887
a
Venice
larger
at
plant
was established
Louis.
Mr.
Pope and
111.,
near East
St.
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operating

associates

his

both

un-

plants

when they were transferred to the
Corn Products Company. Besides building up

til

1902,

one of the great industries of the West, Mr.
Pope has been the inventor of a number of
manufacture of starch,
devices used in the
glucose, etc.

JOSEPH

C.

PORTER

(deceased), Civil

Hintze & Potter's Addition to the City of Elgin.
He is an active and public-spirited citizen of

and

Elgin,

ment, serving four years and in the meantime
many notable engagements, including the battle of Shiloh and the siege of
Vicksburg. After the war he was in the employ of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railway Company until 1888, when he embarked in
the hardware business in Aurora, and later was,
for some years, in the shoe business in that
city.
At the time of his death, which occurred
Dec. 6, 1900, he was connected with the city
waterworks department of Aurora.
He was
married in 1S67 to Miss Emma Kerr, of Galesparticipating in

burg.

facturer,
ship,

Harry

Elgin,

POTTER, merchant and manu111.,

was born

Kane County, Sept. 14,
E. and Mary (Griggs)

in

Plato Town-

1851,

a

son

of

and is
a lineal descendant, in the paternal line, from
Robert Potter, who came from Coventry. Eng.,
in 1634, and first settled in Roxbury, Mass., and
removed in 1638 to Rhode Island, settling permanently at Warwick, where he died in 1655.
The line of his ancestry is also traced through
the Winsor family to Roger Williams, of Rhode
Island.
Mr. Potter was brought up on his
father's farm, and educated
in
the
public
school and the Marengo Business College.
In
1872 he came to Elgin and engaged in the grocery trade, in which he continued until 1883.
That year he turned his attention to real estate
and the creamery business, and is now President and Manager of the Excelsior Creamery
Company, operating creameries in Illinois and
Wisconsin, and in addition doing a wholesale
and jobbing business in creamery products. Mr.
Potter

is

cultural

of

tensive farm-owner.

W. H.

Potter,

also closely identified with

interests

Hintze, he laid

Commissioner

He married

from

Elvira J.
Mann, daughter of the Hon. S. S. and Caroline
(Young) Mann, and they have one daughter,
Alice, who is the wife of John F. Tetzner, residing in Elgin.

HARRY EDDY POTTER
Plato Township,
roe County, N.

in

1873,

the agri-

Kane County as an exIn 1882. in company with
out what is now known as

(deceased), pioneer

Kane County, was born
Y.,

July

12,

1815,

in Monand died in

111., Feb. 12, 1865.
He was the son of
Winsor and Deborah (Eddy) Potter, and grew
to manhood on a farm near Java Village, N. Y.
When a young man he learned the carpenter
trade, and coming to Illinois in 1836, worked
at his trade for a time in St. Charles, where
he helped to put up some of the first buildings

Plato,

erected in that place.

Mary

A.

(Dibble)

Griggs,
Griggs,

In 1840 he married Miss
daughter of John and Ruth
of

Plato,

Her parents,

111.

who were natives of Berkshire County, Mass.,
came to Illinois from Ashtabula County, Ohio,
in 1834.
After his marriage Mr. Potter settled
on a farm in Plato Township, on which he lived
until his death.
He had a family of six chil-

dren, of

H.

Water

was

1897 to 1900.

War

Aurora, 111.; born at Charlotte, Me.,
July 30, 1837, son of Joel and Anna (Ells)
Porter; came with his parents to Galesburg,
111., when twelve years of age; enlisted in 1861
in the Eleventh Iowa Volunteer Infantry Regiveteran,

CHARLES

881

whom

three (1903) are

residing in Elgin.

now

The youngest

living, all

son,

John

F.,

born in Plato, Dec. 1, 1861, inherited his father's
mechanical gift, and became an expert carpenter and designer.
He was educated in the district school of the native town and the Elgin

Academy. He died April 11, 1903, leaving a
widow. Grace (Dolph) Potter, and two daugh-

JOHN

H.

POSSON.

dealer in farming imple-

ments, coal, and a practical farmer. Maple
Park, Kane County, 111., was born in Pierce
Township, DeKalb County, 111., April 25, 1875.
and received his educational training in the
public schools of his native locality, including
a year and a halt in the Hinckley High School.
When he reached the age of eighteen years, on
account of his father's failing health he assumed the management of the home farm. In
1896 the father sold this farm, and bought another northwest of DeKalb, to which the family
removed the same year. The father died in
May, 1897, and two years later John H. Posson,
with his mother, sister and brother, made their
home in Maple Park. In the spring of 1900
the mother died.
The same year Mr. Posson
started in the coal business, and the following
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Mr.
on agricultural implements.
Posson has served two years as Village Trus-

year took

tee, and has extensive fraternal connections,
being associated with the Odd Fellows, ModPoern Woodmen and the Court of Honor.
litically he is a Republican.

SAMUEL POULEY (deceased), farmer. Blackberry Township, Kane County, 111., was born
in Nottinghamshire, Eng., April 17, 1808, the
son of Robert and Hannah (Godfrey) Pouley.
Samuel Pouley came to Illinois in 1840, entered
land

Blackberry Township,

in

Kane County,

and. engaged in farming and stock-raising. He
was a pioneer Baptist minister, and held meetings in school houses and private dwellings
before there was a church in his township. He

riage occurred Sept. 30, 1875. with Helen May-

1902.

E.

POULEY,

died in that year, as President of the bank,

was

at

SAMUEL

who

dealer in coal, lumber

Elburn, and through his long life one
During the last ten
of its stanch supporters.
years of his life he lived with his son, Samuel
He died Dec. 16, 1892, aged nearly eightyE.
seven years, while his widow passed away in

church

ORRIN D. POWELL, banker, Aurora, 111.,
born at Roxbury, Delaware County, N. Y., Aug.
23, 1829, was educated in the schools of his
native State, and when sixteen years of age
began teaching. He was engaged in farming
and merchandising in New York until 1864,
when he came west and established his home
in Aurora, where he was interested in mercantile pursuits and the lumber trade until 1880.
In the latter year, in company with other gentlemen, he organized the Aurora National Bank,
of which he became a Director and Vice-President.
In 1888 he succeeded Dr. O. D. Howell,
still at the head of that admirably conMr. Powell was
ducted financial institution.
married in 1852 to Dianthe E. Maynard, of
Delaware County. N. Y. Of this marriage there
are two children:
Mrs. Carrie E. Grant and
Charles E. Powell, Cashier of the Aurora National Bank.
Mrs. Powell died in 1869. subsequently Mr. Powell married Mary Donaldson,
of Aurora, who died in 1873.
His third mar-

of the founders of the Free-Will Baptist

was one

Mr. Pouley's parents, Samuel and Almira
(Hitchcock) Pouley. elsewhere in this volume.)

and agricultural implements, Elburn,

111.,

born at Blackberry, Kane County, 111., Nov. 27,
1851, and received his education in the district
When about
schools of Blackberry Township.
thirty years old he left his father's farm, and
went to Wheaton, where he was engaged in carpenter work for about four years. In 1885 he
bought the old home farm, where he did general farming and dairying until 1892, when he
removed to Elburn. where, after devoting about
a year to carpenter work, he bought an interest
in a drug-store in company with A. T. Matthewson, with whom he was associated for some
five years.
In 1898 he bought the agricultural
implement business of H. C. Read, but a year later (1899) Mr. Read bought back a half-interest
in the concern, to which, during the same year,
they added the coal and lumber trade. In 1900
Mr. Read sold out to H. A. Bartlett, and the firm
has built up a flourishing trade. Mr. Pouley
was married March 28, 1878, to Miss Emma
Humphrey, daughter of John Milton and Minerva (Miller) Humphrey, and they have had
the following named children: Edna M., Edwin
A., Avis, Mary Verna. Vida. Edith and Margie
all living.
Mrs. Pouley is an active member
of the Congregational church.
(See sketch of

and

is

nard. of Delaware County. N. Y.

JOHN

R.

POWERS,

lawyer, Elgin,

111.,

was

born in Elgin. April 24, 1876, son of John and
He secured his
Josephine (Sutton) Powers.
education in the city schools, the High School
and Elgin Academy, read law with Messrs.
Botsford & AVayne, of Elgin, and was admitted
to the bar of the Supreme Court in 1897. Since
that event he has practiced his profession very
successfully with the exception of the period
He enlisted in
of the Spanish-American War.
May, 1898, in the First United States Volunteer
Infantry (Texas lmmunes). in which he served
until the close of the war. being mustered out
He is a member of the
at Galveston, Texas.
organization of the Spanish War Veterans and
the Knights of Pythias.
(deceased), photograC. PRATT
born in New York State, and died in
Aurora, 111.. Aug. 24, 1903: came west in 1845,
and in the fall of 1849 opened a daguerreotype

DeWITT

pher,

gallery at St. Charles.
in

Aurora

1853.

in

In laler

111.:

established a gallery

and removed to Geneva in
vears he became widely known

1851,
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as a photographer, and the business which he
lounded is still in existence, being conducted by
his son,

Edmund

HENRY

M.

C.

PRATT,

Examiner

ical

for the
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Yeomen

editor,

Dundee,

111.,

born

Washington County, N. Y., Dec. 17, 1864;
came west with his parents when seven years
of age and located first in Michigan; acquired
Hanover,
experience in
his first newspaper
Mich.; came to Dundee, 111., in 1890, where he
has since been identified with the "CarpentersMr. Pratt was married Nov. 15,
ville News."
1892, to Miss Minnie Kruse, of Elgin.

MAURICE PRICE,

pioneer settler. Big Rock,
born in Wales, Nov. 15, 1810; came to the
United States in 1830, locating first in New
York; came to Chicago in 1835, where he helped
111.,

some of the first streets of that city;
to Kane County in the spring of 1836,
settling on land in Big Rock Township, where
he still resides (1903) on the farm he originally purchased from the Government, it being one of the first pieces of land improved in
Big Rock Township; was one of the founders
and builders of the first church in Big Rock;
married first Hannah Livingston, and after
her death, Maria Davis, both of Big Rock.
to build

removed

Miss

Coy, daughter of B. A.

Coy, of
Mrs. Prichard died in 1875, leaving one child, Mrs. Charles Smith, of Sac City,
Iowa. In 1878 Dr. Prichard married Miss Annie
Effie

Kaneville,

I.

111.

Waterbury, daughter of James
of Neosha Falls, Kans.
Their
Lillie M.,

James

icine

the

at

born
land, July

in
4,

(deceased),

pioneer

set

the County of Westmeath, Ire1814; came with an older brother

removing to Kane County.
where he became well known as
a progressive farmer and successful manager
to

Canada

111.,

of affairs;

who

married in 1843, Miss Mary Smith,

died Aug. 23, 1900, and their living chil-

dren are:
Mrs.

in 1831,

in 1841,

M. Minnie, George W., William W.,

Nancy Berry, Mrs. Janet Benton, Hugh,

and Mrs. Jessie Cornell.

Mr. Price died Aug.

ISAAC W. PRICHARD,

physician and sur-

was born in Oneida County,
N. Y., e'ducated at Rome, N. Y., and graduated
from the Medical Department of the University
of Michigan in 1868; later made special study
in the Long Island Medical Hospital at Brookgeon, Aurora,

111.,

New York, beginning the practice of his profession at Kaneville,
Kane County, HI. For thirty-five years he has
been a hard and faithful worker in his chosen
calling, has been a contributor to the medical
press, and since 1899 has been Supreme Medlyn and the City Hospital of

Waterbury,

children

are

medPerry

present

time

— 1903),

and

Anita June.

ALBRO

B.

born

in

111.,

PRINDLE,

manufacturer, Batavia,
22, 1869, son of

Chicago, April

P. and Mary (Cornell) Prindle; came
with his parents in 1874 to Batavia, 111., where
he was reared and educated, graduating from
the West Batavia High School in 1887. He attended Jennings Seminary in Aurora, and then
became connected with the Chicago office of the
Piano Manufacturing Company, where he was
employed until 1892. That year he returned
to Batavia and entered the employ of the Newton Wagon Company, of which he became Superintendent in 1897, a position he still retains.

James

He

is

a

member

of the

Garden City Council,
In 1894 he married

Miss Bertha M., daughter of W.

J.

Hollister.

of Batavia.

EDWARD

T.

PRINDLE

(deceased), manu-

facturer and inventor,

Aurora, 111., was born
in Litchfield County, Conn., Nov. 26, 1826, and
died in Aurora, Jan. 30, 1900.
His father,
Philemon Prindle, was of an old Connecticut
family; his mother's maiden name was Sybil
M. Root. Mr. Prindle was bred a machinist at
in 1850 came to Detroit.
employment in a factory
operated by Col. F. G. Hammond, which he
afterward leased and operated until he entered
the employ of the Michigan Central Railroad
Company.
When Colonel Hammond became

Skeneateles.

Mich.,

27, 1903.

S.

E. (the latter a student of

No. 202, R. A., of Chicago.
tier,

other

including the Maccabees and the Odd
Fellows. Dr. Prichard was married" in 1870 to

orders,

Pratt.

in

WILLIAM PRICE

of America, also

officiates in a similar capacity in several

and

N.

Y.,

found

General Superintendent of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad, Mr. Prindle was put in
charge of the Galesburg shops; in 1859 was
transferred to Aurora as foreman of the loco-

motive department, later became Division Master Mechanic, but in 1873 resigned to become
General Superintendent of the Machinery Department of Crane Brothers Elevator Works in
Chicago. At the end of a year and a half he
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gave up this position to become a patent soWashington, D. C; in 1876 he came
back to Aurora to form the Wilcox Manufacturing Works, in company with W. Wilcox, then
master mechanic of the Burlington Car Shops;
later he established the Prindle Manufacturing
licitor at

Company, and was

Vice-President and Su-

its

perintendent until his retirement from busiHe invented several articles of merit,
ness.
among them a carpet-sweeper widely known, and
also a door-hanger now much used. He belonged
to the American Society of Mechanical Engineers,

and was one

of

the organizers of the

who was born

in Pennsylvania but reared in
Mrs. Prindle's father was Dr. S. S.
Cornell, and his early home in Chicago adjoined
the historic First Methodist church, corner of

Chicago.

Clark and Washington
father's death,

Streets.
After
her
Mrs. Prindle's mother married

A. E. Bishop, widely

known

as a Chicago

wagon

Batavia,

Kane

manufacturer.

JAMES

P.

PRINDLE,

Jb.,

born in the city where he now
resides. June 27. 1876, son of James P. and
County,

Mary

111.,

(Cornell) Prindle; was reared in his na-

Chicago, Burlington

& Quincy Aid Association.
He married Miss Louisa Clay, who was born
and reared in Detroit, Mich., and who survives

where he obtained his preparatory
education, and afterwards attended Allegheny

her husband, still living in Aurora. Their livWilliam E., Elgin; Fred J.,
ing children are:
of Cleveland, Ohio; and Frank, George F. and
Winslow W., of Aurora, 111.

institution in the class of 1898.

JAMES
Batavia,

P.

PRINDLE,

Kane County,

Wyoming

County, N.

retired manufacturer,

111.;

city,

College, Meadville, Penn., graduating

from that
After travel-

ing in Europe for several months, he returned

Batavia and entered the employ of the United
Wind Engine & Pump Company, with
which he holds a responsible position. In 1901
Mr. Prindle married Miss Elizabeth Patton of
Hartstown, Penn.
to

States

March

Y.,

Abijah L. and Miriam

born at Bennington,
9, 1841, son of

tive

(

Pearl

Prindle;

1

edu-

cated in the schools of bus native State, Clark
Seminary (Aurora, 111.) and the Seminary at

Batavia,
in

111.

Company

In

September, 1861, he enlisted

D, Fifty-second

Regiment

Illinois

Volunteer Infantry, and, on account of physical disability, was mustered out of the service
in

1862.

Returning

to

his

home

in

Batavia,

he taught school for a while, and in 1.864 entered the employ of Easter & Gammon, ChiIn
cago, dealers in agricultural implements.
1866 he became junior member of the firm of
Prindle, dealers in agricultural implements, Chicago, and manufacturers of the

Gammon &

Marsh Harvester, at Piano, 111. This partnership was dissolved in 1868. and Mr. Prindle became a member of the firm of Bishop & Prindle.
In 1S74
manufacturers of wagons. Chicago.
he became interested in the Newton Wagon
Company, of Batavia, 111., where he established
Mr. Prindle was superintendent of
his home.
this enterprise for twenty years, and is now
its Vice-President; was also Vice-President of
the Piano Manufacturing Company from 1892 to
1902, and still retains an interes in that well-

JOHN

II

CI 1(1)1

>1.

?

known establishment. The settlement of the
Gammon, the noted manu-

estate of Elijah H.

facturer and public benefactor, has occupied
In
a large portion of his time in later years.
1866 he married Miss Mary Bishop Cornell.

JOHN M. PURDUM, merchant, Batavia, 111.;
born in Chillicothe, Ohio, May 22, 1864, son of
John and Christina (Campbell) Purdum; was
reared and educated in Ohio, and in early life
was engaged in farming in that State. In 1894
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he came from Ohio to Batavia,

111.,

where he

established himself in the boot and shoe trade

the following year, which he
ing.

He

is

is

still

conduct-

the inventor of a patented stool for

which is widely known and used
by the trade. In 1901 he was elected a member
of the Batavia Board of Aldermen, and in 1903
was the "no license" candidate for Mayor. He
is a member of the Methodist Episcopal church,
a Mason, a Modern Woodman and a member
of the Knights of the Globe.
In 1895 he married Miss Ada Niles, a teacher in the West Batavia public schools. Mr. Purdum was left an
orphan at the age of eleven years. His father,
while serving in the War of the Rebellion, contracted a disease from which he never recovfitting shoes,
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third Illinois Volunteer Infantry, and was discharged July 31, 1865, at Murfreesboro, Tenn.,
on account of disability. For twenty years from
1866 he was actively engaged in teaching, and
in 1886 was elected Superintendent of the Kane
County Public Schools, in which position he
In polserved until his death, April 18, 1903.
itics he was a Republican, and fraternally was

a

member

of the

a Director of the

Dundee Post, G. A.
Modern Woodmen

R.,

was

also

of America,

and a Knight Templar.

GEORGE W. QUEREAU
to

(deceased), educa-

came
9, 1827;
Aurora in 1859 and accepted the position of

tor,

born

at

Stanford, N.

Principal of Jennings

Y.,

June

(then Clark)

Seminary,

serving in that capacity until 1873, and the
prosperity of this institution is largely due to
his successful management; was general man-

ered.

ager of the Aurora Silver Plate Company for
several years. Mr. Quereau died April 11, 1900.

JAMES

G.

RALPH,

contractor and inventor,

Aurora, Kane County, 111., was born in Philadelphia, Penn., Aug. 29, 1831, and in early childhood removed with his father's family to Wilmington, Del., where he received his educaReturning to Philadelphia
tional training.
when seventeen years of age, he there learned
the carpenter's trade, and came west in 1855,
locating at Mendota, 111., where he first engaged

MARVIN ftUACKENBUSH.

MARVIN QUACKENBUSH,
Public Schools,

Superintendent

Kane County, Dundee,

111.,

was

born in Hartwick, Otsego County, N. Y., Nov.
25, 1842, and came with his parents on their
removal to Kane County in 1849, where he received his education in the public schools and
Clark Seminary at Aurora, finishing at Bryant
& Stratton Business College, Chicago. He was
employed in teaching until 1865, when he enlisted

in

Company

I,

One Hundred and

Fifty-

in the carriage manufacturing business; later
became a contractor and builder, and also conducted a farm. In 1862 he enlisted in the One
Hundred and Fourth Regiment Illinois Volunteer Infantry, and served in the Union ranks
until after the battle of Atlanta in 1864, when,
having sustained a severe wound in that engagement, he was shortly afterwards discharged
on account of physical disability. He then returned to Illinois, and for two or three years
afterward was employed in the shops of the
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad Company at Aurora, meanwhile serving one term
In 1870 he engaged
as Collector of that city.
in contracting and building, and for more than
thirty years was one of the most prominent men

identified with that line of business in this sec-

tion of the State.

Many

of the

most notable

public buildings, business blocks and residences
in

Aurora are monuments to Mr. Ralph's enand ability, and his operations have

terprise

extended over
tired

much

adjacent territory.

from active business

life

in

He

1901.

re-

Mr.
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Ralph is the inventor of a combined fly-screen
and a storm construction for doors and windows, which promises to be largely adopted by
building trades.
In 1857 he was married to
Miss Mary Amanda Beck, sister of the late
Judge Beck of the Supreme Court of Colorado.
The children born to Mr. and Mrs. Ralph, now
living, are:
Mrs. C. W. Marshall, Frank H.
and Grace A. all of Aurora. One daughter,
formerly the wife of Judge R. P. Goodwin, of
Aurora, died in 1888.

JOHN W. RANSTEAD,

lawyer and banker,
born at Udina, Kane County, 111.,
son of John and Mercy (West) Ranstead, and
great-grandson of one of
the
Revolutionary
heroes who fell on the battlefield of BenningElgin,

111.,

—

JOHN

RANSTEAD

farmer and

legislator,

N. H., in 1S03, grew to

(deceased),

pioneer

born in Westmoreland,

manhood

in his native

where he obtained a superior education
for those days.
He married Mercy West, who
was a native of Vermont, and came with his
family to Illinois in 1837. Mr. Ranstead was
State,

JOHN W. RANSTIEAI).
ton, Vt.

the

JOHN RANSTEAD.
one of the first settlers at Udina, Kane County,
and, during his residence of more than thirty
years in that locality, was known as one of the
leading farmers of the county, as well as a progressive and influential citizen.

He was

Reared on the farm, he was educated in

old-time

subscription

school

of

Kane

County; later attended Elgin Academy, and in
1863
graduated from Lombard University,
Galesburg, 111. In 1866 he graduated from the
Law Department, University of Michigan, and
two years later began legal practice in Elgin.
In 1873 he was elected Judge, serving in that
capacity nine successive years, by which time
his clientage had so increased that he retired
from public life to devote his entire attention
to its demands.
For many years he has been
associated with the banking interests of Elgin,
and is now (1903) President of the Home National Bank, and a Director of the Home Savings Bank.
In 1867 he was married to Miss
Eugenia A. Fuller, daughter of Rev. J. P. and
Adeline (Cady) Fuller, of Galesburg, 111.

elected

Representative in the Eighteenth General Assembly (1852-54). Mr. Ranstead died in 1868;
his wife survived him until 1895, dying at the
age of seventy-eight years.

NATHANIEL RATLIFFE,

retired,

Batavia,

was born in England. March 14, 1840, where
he was reared and educated; mastering the shoemaker's trade, he located in Batavia, 111., and
111.,
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two years

later enlisted in the

Union army,

be-

first
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postmaster at Kaneville, and

in 1868

was

ing re-enlisted Aug. 10, 1862, in the One Hundred and Twenty-fourth Illinois Volunteer Infantry. His regiment became part of the Western Army, and with it he participated in many
fierce and bloody struggles, being in the siege

For twenty-seven years he was Supervisor for
Kaneville Township. He served as School Director, Town Clerk and Trustee, and was a man

Vicksburg, the Black River campaign, the
battles of Champion Hills, Port Gibson, Ringgold, Jackson, Spanish Fort, and others less important.
He was mustered out at Chicago in
August, 1865, and after three years of devoted
service for his adopted country, he returned to
Batavia, at once resuming his trade, and making
In
that city his home to the present time.
1866 he married Miss Anna Perry, of Batavia.

Miss Frances A. West, who was born in England, and came to the United States in 1831.
They have had a family of three boys and two
girls.
Mr. Ravlin was a member of the Baptist church and the Masonic fraternity. He died

of

elected to the Illinois

House

of Representatives.

of much influence in the councils of the Republican party, of which he was an active and
devoted member. He was married in 1849 to

Dec.

1899.

8,

CHARLES W. RAYMOND,

GEORGE RATHZ,

clergyman, Batavia, 111., was born in the City of New York,
July 19, 1851. His parents came to Illinois in
1856, where the son received his early education, graduating from the High School at the
age of sixteen. He then took a classical course
at St. Francis' Seminary in Milwaukee, Wis.,
and was later graduated from the theological
department of that institution.
He was ordained a priest by Bishop Foley, of Chicago,
June 26, 1877, and appointed curate of St. Jarlath's church in Chicago, where he remained
until he- was appointed first pastor of St. John's
church at Savanna, 111. While on this charge
he built two churches and one pastoral residence. From there he was transferred to South
Chicago, and became pastor of St. Peter and St.
Paul's church. He paid off a part of the debt
on this church, built a Sisters' residence and
enlarged the schools. In 1893 he was sent to
the Holy Cross church at Batavia, and it has
prospered greatly under his administration. He
began the building of the present handsome
church in Batavia in 1896. and it was dedicated
the following year.
Gothic in style, and of
solid stone, it is one of the noblest structures
in the Fox River Valley.

NEEDHAM

N.

Catholic

RAVLIN

(deceased), farmer,

born March 8, 1823, in Shoreham, Vt., came to Kane County, 111., with his
parents in 1845, where his father secured one
hundred acres of public land, on a portion of
which the village of Kaneville now stands. After
the death of the father, Needham
N.
Ravlin bought out the other heirs, and during his
active years added other tracts to it until he
became an extensive land-owner. He was the
Kaneville,

111.,

Elgin,

111.,

born

where he now resides, Oct. 21, 1852,
son of George B. and Mary (Weston) Raymond;
educated in the public schools of Elgin and St.
Anthony Military Academy
Anthony,
(St.
Minn.)
was engaged in the lumber trade in
Elgin until 1893; elected County Clerk of Kane
County in 1894 and filled that office until 1898;
was President of the Board of Water Commisin the city

;

Since 1898 he has been in

sioners of Elgin.

hardwood lumber trade in Chicago. Mr.
Raymond was married in 1875 to Miss Agnes R.
Graham, daughter of Charles and Isabella
(Campbell) Graham, of Elgin.
the

FRED
in

H.

RAYMOND,

Philadelphia,

Penn.,

lawyer, Elgin,

March

29,

when one year old came west with
who first established her home in
later in
lic

Woodstock.

111.,

1867,

born

and

his mother,

Elgin,

but

Here the son attended pub-

school and, until sixteen years of age, lived

He very

on a farm.

justly regards himself a

1884 he went to Kanwhere he remained two years, making extensive trips in the meantime into Colorado,
New Mexico and other portions of the Southwest. In the spring of 1886 he came back to Elgin, where he took a place with the National
Watch Factory, which he held until 1892. For
self-educated man.

In

sas,

a time be devoted his attention to the

oil busi-

ness in Elgin, and was later engaged in busiFrom 1893 to 1895 he was
ness in Chicago.
the traveling representative of a Chicago piano
house, when he began the study of law with
Frank W. Joslyn, of Elgin, and, after three

was admitted to the bar in 1898,
and soon became junior partner in the firm of
years' study,

Joslyn

& Raymond.

opened an

office

In 1902

in Chicago,

Mr.

Raymond

and the following
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year (May 1, 1903) terminated his partnership
with Mr. Joslyn at Elgin. He is now alone in
his practice, maintaining offices in both cities.
His practice is general in character and has
grown rapidly. Mr. Raymond is a Director in
the Smoke Preventing Company, of Chicago,
and is closely associated with several other corporations as attorney and counselor.
He is a
member of the Order of Elks and in March,
1903, was elected Exalted Ruler of Elgin Lodge,
No. 737, and in August, 1903, was elected Treasurer of the Illinois Elks Association. In 1880
Mr. Raymond married
Mary B. McQueeny,
daughter of John and Ellen McQueeny, of Elsin.

In 1890 he retired from this partnerand for thirteen years was alone in practice, after which he became senior member of
the firm of Raymond & Newhall, which soon
became one of the leading firms of the city
Mr. Raymond is actively interested in local and
county politics, and is recognized as one of
the leaders among the younger Republicans

worth.

ship,

of the State.

Until 1903 he declined

all

offers

of political preferment, but that year accepted

the nomination for Mayor, and after a sharp

was

two competitors. Mr.
West Side Board
of Education, is a Thirty-second-degree Mason,
and a noble of the Mystic Shrine. He was one
of the founders of the Aurora lodge of Elks,
which is noted as one of the strongest in the
contest

Raymond

State.

elected over

He

member

a

is

of the

a Director of the First

is

National

Bank, a large land-owner and practical farmer.
In 1887 he was married to Miss Frances R.
Kennedy, daughter of a pioneer settler of Kendall County.

GEORGE

RAYMOND

B.

Sherburne. N.

Y.,

cated in his

native

Aug.

(deceased), born at

15. 1808;

State:

reared and edu-

came

to

Elgin

October, 1845, and took charge of a store

in

owned

Dexter & Raymond.
Five years later he
engaged in the lumber trade, having at different times his sons associated with him in the
business; served as Postmaster of Elgin, and
also as City Alderman. He was twice married,
his first wife, whom he married in 1832, was
Miss Katherine E. Sherwood. He married his
second wife, Miss Mary A. C. Weston. Aug. 27,
1845.
Mr. Raymond died Aug. 22, 1878.
Five
by

—

now living George, Sherwood, Frank, Charles Weston and Mrs. Cathof his children are

erine E. Sylla.

JOHN
rora,

111.,

M.

RAYMOND, lawyer and Mayor, Aubom in Bristol, Kendall County.

was

111., Dec. 24, 1858, a son of C. H. Raymond, a
pioneer settler and a prominent citizen of that
county, and descendant of an old New England

John M. obtained his early education
in the local schools, and later was a student at
the Sugar Grove Normal and Industrial School,
and the State University of Iowa, graduating
from the Law Department of the latter in 1884.
For several years he taught school, for four
family.

years being principal at St. Charles, 111.
Mr.
Raymond began the practice of law in Aurora
in 1889 as an associate of Judge M. O. South

HENRY CALVIN READ,

farmer and stock-

born in Kane County. Hi..
Sept. 16, 1853; has been one of the leadingfarmers of Kane County, but since 1900 has
raiser.

Elburn.

lived retired

III.;

He was married

in 1881 to Adella

Cook.

FRANK

W. REED, merchant,

Lily

Lake.

Kane County, 111., was born Oct. 23, 1875. in
Campton Township, Kane County, son of George
B. and Eliza
was secured

A.
in

(Kline) Reed.
the local

His education

schools,

the

High

School at St. Charles, and the Business College at Dixon.
In 1S97 Mr. Reed bought the
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general mercantile business of Reed & Houghton, at Lily Lake, which he has since carried
on with much success. Since Jan. 29, 1900, he

has served as Postmaster at Lily Lake. Fraternally he is a Mason and a member of the
Knights of the Globe. Mr. Reed was married
Sept. 9, 1902, to Miss Laura, daughter of Renalwin and Addie Leighton Outhouse.
(

)

AUGUST H. REESE, merchant, Dundee, [11.;
born at Lake Zurich, 111., Dec. 2, 1867, son of
Henry and Frederika (Kropp) Reese; educated
in the public schools and trained to farming;
began his business career
a

in

in

1886 as a clerk

store in his native village,

and

in

1887

entered the employ of Reese & Lemke, general
merchants, Dundee. In 1893 he became a stockthe
of
holder, Vice-President and Director
Reese-Lemke Company which was organized

—

—

and incorporated in the latter year and in
1899 became President of the corporation and
at the present time (1903) is sole owner of the
enterprise, which is one of the largest depart
Mr.
ment stores in the Fox River Valley.
Reese was married in 1891 to Miss Minnie F.
Beth, of Dundee, and they have three children.

carpenter's trade, following that occupation un-

Kane County, 111., Aug. 29,
farm in Hampshire Townwas engaged in merchandising at Hampfrom 1879 until 1883, when he established

FRANK

H.

Lake Zurich, Cook County,
came to Dundee with his
parents in 1867. Mr. Reese was associated with
the mercantile interests of Dundee from January, 1883, until April, 1900, when he removed
Dundee,
111.,

111.;

Feb.

22,

born

at

1863;

At the present time (1903) he is interested with other parties in establishing a
new bank at Dundee, to be known as the Dundee State Bank.
to

Iowa.

came

1856;

til

to

1856, locating on a

ship;

shire

himself in the coal business, which he conducted
until his death, Feb. 7, 1888.
He was married
2, 1846, to Miss Charlotte Colgrove, of New
York, and three of their children are still living, viz.: Willis A., Helen L. (Mrs. Brown) and
James.

Dec.

CHARLES

P.

REID, physician, Hampshire,

born near Kingston, Ontario, Canada, Oct.
16, 1848; came to Hampshire with his parents
in May, 1850; grew up on his father's farm and
in the meantime received his preliminary educational training; commenced the study of medicine in the Bennett Medical College (Chicago)
in 1869, graduating from that institution in
1872 and later took a post-graduate course in the
Chicago Medical College; has resided and prac111.,

his profession at Hampshire since 1875.
The Doctor has been twice married, his first
union being in 1878 with Miss Rosamond Heath,
ticed

who

died in 1890, and on June

ried

REESE, banker and merchant,
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second

his

wife.

Miss

3,

1901, he

Sarah

mar-

Wood,

of

Hampshire.

LUKE

E. REILLY, farmer, Kaneville TownKane County, was born in Elburn, Kane
County, Nov. 13, 1859, and was educated in the
public schools of that locality.
Farming has
ship,

been his life business, with the exception of one
year spent in the railroad business, being then
in the employ of the Chicago & Northwestern
Railway.
He has bought a farm three miles
southeast of Maple Park. Mr. Reilly belongs to

Modern Woodmen of America and Geneva
Lodge of Knights of Pythias. He was married
Dec. 30, 1884, to Miss Kate Simons, by whom
he has had seven children five sons and two
the

GEORGE REEVES,

stock-dealer, Elburn,

111.,

born in Kent, England, Jan. 1, 1858, son of
William and Ann (Baitoup) Reeves; came to
Kane County with his parents when an infant;
educated in the public schools and was engaged in farming until 1892, when he became
interested in the lumber trade.
In 1895 he established himself in his present business, which
he has since conducted successfully.
He was
married on Feb. 22, 1882, to Miss E. A. Cone,
of Campton Township, Kane County.

—

daughters.

FRED

REIS, merchant, Batavia. 111., born
Germany, May 30, 1850; educated
in the famous schools of his native city, where
he was also trained to mercantile
pursuits;
came to the United States in 1871, and estabA.

in Heidelberg,

lished

his

present

tavia in 1884;

ABNER REEVES (deceased), farmer and
merchant, Hampshire, 111., born in Jefferson
County, N. Y., Sept. 22, 1826; reared in his native

State and in early

manhood learned the

was

business enterprise in

Ba-

also interested in manufac-

turing in Batavia for a time, but of late has

devoted his attention entirely to his mercantile establishment.
He was married in 1893 to
Miss Jessie Baer, of Whitewater, Wis.
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JOHN REISING,

merchant and manufacturer,
born in Germany, Nov. 13, 1831;
came to America in 1848, locating in Chicago
the following year, where he worked as a carpenter and builder; crossed the plains to California in 1850, and worked in the placer mines
until 1854, when he returned to Aurora. 111.,
and engaged in carpenter work for one year,
and in 1856 established himself in the grocery
business, which he conducted until 1862, changing to the hardware trade in the latter year and
continuing in that capacity until 1882. Since
the latter date he has conducted a crockery
Aurora,

111.,

He

a Director of the Aurora Silver
is interested in the Aurora
Cotton Mills, and is a Director of the First
National Bank; was married in 1854 to Miss

store.

is

Plate

Company;

Susan

Leis, of Aurora.

four years he was engaged in mining. In 1855
he returned to Aurora with capital enough to
embark in the boot and shoe trade, and until
his death, in 1893, he was one of the leading
merchants of the city in that line. A man of
enterprise and public spirit, he took part in
many important industrial enterprises of the
city, being largely interested in the Aurora cotton mills, of which he was a Director and
stockholder.
For several years he served on
the Kane County Board of Supervisors, and
helped give the county its splendid system of
public highways. In 1855 he married Miss Maria
M. Schmidt, who was born in Alsace, Germany.
Their only living child is Mrs. Anna R. Hartz,
of Aurora. Another daughter, Mrs. Jacob Eye,
of Aurora, died in 1902.

ANTHONY RESER, farmer, Dundee. 111.,
born in Pennsylvania, April 7, 1816, son of
John and Margaret (Ennis) Reser, was reared
in his native State and educated in her public
schools. In his early manhood he was employed
on the Erie Canal, and in 1843 removed to Illinois, settling on a farm in Plato Township,
Kane County. For eighteen years he made his
home on this farm, and then removed to Dundee, where (1903) he is now living at the age
For many years he was

of eighty-seven years.

a

member

now

of the Methodist church, but is

connected with the Congregational church. He
was married in 1837 to Miss Phylecta Soule,
of a noted New England ancestry, and of their
nine children, all but one were living in 1903.

EBENEZER RETAN.
New

Elgin.

Jersey, in 1825; reared in

111.:

born

New York

in

State

and came to Illinois in 1857. locating in Elgin, where he engaged in the business of loaning money, which he has continued up to the
present time. He married, in 1854. Miss Phoebe

JOSEPH REISING

JOSEPH REISING

Miller, of

SILAS

(deceased), merchant, Au-

was born in Watenheim, Hesse-Darmstadt,
Germany, Sept. 28. 1829, where he was educated
In 1845 he came to the
in the local schools.
rora,

United States when only sixteen years of age.
and apprenticed himself to a boot and shoemaker in Cleveland, Ohio, where he spent five
In 1850 he loyears in learning the trade.
cated in Aurora, but the following year he
joined a party of gold-hunters, and made the
overland trip to Portland, Oregon, where for

New York

State.

REYNOLDS

(deceased),

Sugar Grove, Kane County,
Sullivan County,

N. Y.,

1810,

pioneer.

was born

in his native State,

to

agricultural

pursuits;

Grove Township, Kane County, his family
ing

among

the

in

and brought

where he was trained
came west in the
establishing his home in Sugar

up

spring of 1836,

in

111.,

first to

locate in that

be-

community

Mr. Reynolds purchased his first land from the
Government, and subsequently added to his original tract until he became one of the most ex-
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He had

tensive land-owners of the county.

va-

land holdings, and was active in promoting the material
prosperity of the county from the time of his
settlement among the pioneers until his death,
which occurred in 1889. He was married in
1835 to Miss Jane Van Dover, of Ulster County,
N. Y., who died in 1885. In 1903 the living children of this pioneer family were Joseph, Isaac,
Mrs. Elizabeth (Reynolds) Judd, Mrs. Olive
(Reynolds) Hess, Miss Grace Reynolds, and
Mrs. Minnie (Reynolds) Owens.
rious

interests

JOSHUA

in

addition

RHODES,

his

to

pioneer

Rock Township, Kane County,

farmer,

was

born

RUSSELL RICHARDSON
1835;

came with

his parents

to

Y.,

March

Aurora,

in Chicago;
J.

D. Rice

in 1869

& Son

in existence.

he established the firm oi

;

in Aurora, a firm that is still

For more than thirty years Mr.

in

(deceased), manu-

Watertown, N.

and painter. For twenty years he followed his
trade in Kalamazoo, Mich., and for four years

Big

Oldham, Eng., in 1800, and died in Aurora in
1891.
He came to the United States in 1818,
and for a time was employed in a woolen mill
in Boston, Mass., coming thence to Illinois, and
making his home in Big Rock Township, Kane
Purchasing land from the
County, in 1838.
Government, he converted it into the fine farm
on which he lived until about 1885, when he
removed to Aurora. The old farm is still in
possession of his son, Joshua H. Rhodes, of Aurora.
Mr. Rhodes was Town Clerk and Postmaster at Big Rock Center for many years, and
was conspicuous among the pioneers of that
early day for his sterling character and genuine worth. His wife, who was born in Wales
bore the name of Martha Powell before her
marriage. She died in 1876.

facturer, born at

891

20,
111.,

in 1843; in 1862 he enlisted in the One Hundred and Twenty-fourth Regiment Illinois Volunteer Infantry, serving until the close of the
war.
Returning to Aurora after the close of
the war, he engaged in contracting and building, which had previously been his occupation.
He later engaged in the lumber trade and established a sash, door and blind factory at Aurora
and Little Rock, Ark. Mr. Richardson was married in 1859 to Miss Eliza Akers, and their living children are:
Charles R., William A. and
Harry H. Mr. Richardson died June 12, 1894;
his wife still survives.

JOHN D. RICE (deceased), in his life-time
a prominent merchant of Aurora, born in Western New York. Dec. 16, 1825, was educated in
the local schools, and was trained a decorator

JOHN
Rice was conspicuous

1).

RICE.

among

the business

men

where he died Nov. 2, 1902. Miss
Charlotte Howland became his first wife, and
died leaving one son, W. H. S. Rice, who joined
his father in business after leaving school, and
is now the head of the firm.
In 1862 Mr. Rice
of Aurora,

married Miss Mary A. Collins, also of Kalamazoo. The only child of this union, Helen,
Mrs.
died when twelve and a half years old.

Mary

A. Rice died Jan.

3.

1904.

Mr. Rice was

an elder in the Presbyterian church in Aurora
for many years, and was always active in its
behalf.

BRADFORD

G.

RICHMOND,

Cashier Kane

County Bank, Elburn, 111., was born April 19,
1850, at Campion, Kane County, and educated
in the home schools.
He was reared a farmer
but was engaged in the grocery business for
two years at DeKalb, which he disposed of because his

wife's

failing

health

necessitated

a

change of climate. They went to Southern California, where he carried on a contracting and
building business for two years, then returning
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to Elburn, for the next five years

he was in the

He

business with G. W. Robinson.
took an active part in the inauguration of

the

Kane County Bank, and became

ier,

a position which he

coal

and

fuel

still

holds.

its

Cash-

married March 6, 1872, to Miss May L., daughWilliam H. and Myron Robinson. Mr.
Richmond has been President of the village
of Elburn for some years and was a member of
the Board of Aldermen several years. He is a
member of ihe Masonic fraternity.

CAPT. JAMES

F.

RICHMOND,

attorney, St.

born at South Lee, Mass., Nov. £1,
1839; obtained his preliminary education in his
native State and Appleton, Wis., and later attended the University of Michigan (Ann Arbor); admitted to the bar in July, 1868; came
to St. Charles with his parents in 1856; served
in Company E, One Hundred and Twenty-seventh Illinois Volunteer Infantry, during the
Civil War, being first elected First Lieutenant
111.,

company, and in July, 1864, was promoted
Captain Richmond has practiced
profession since 1868.
He was married

of his

Captain.

to

his
Sept.

14,

to

1871,

Miss

Ellen

Ferson,

of

St.

Charles.

(deceased), manufac-

Kane County,

born in Bradchildhood came
with his father's family to Chicago, where he
received his educational training in the public schools and Jesuit
College.
Mr. Riordan
was trained in the manufacturing business as
an employe of the United States Rolling Stock
Company and with Armour & Company. In
18S8 he engaged in the manufacture of refrigerator cars, continuing the business until his
death, which occurred April 9. 1897.
In 1883
he was married to Miss Helen Donovan, and
in the same year established his home in Elburn, where Mrs. Riordan still resides.

ford, Eng., April

FRANK

8,

1853,

and

111.,

in

H. ROBINSON, dental surgeon. Auborn in Aurora, Dec. 6, 1851, son of
James Robinson, an early settler of Kane
County, was educated in Aurora and Philadelphia schools, studied dentistry under Dr. O.
Wilson as preceptor in 1869, and later in both
Philadelphia and Chicago, receiving the degree
of D. D. S. from Chicago Dental College, as a
post-graduate student.
He began his dental
practice in Aurora in 1874, and has come to be
a leader in his profession in Northern Illinois;
rora,

111.,

member

of

the Northern Illinois Dental

he married Miss Delia L.
daughter of O. D. Clayton, an oldtime jeweler of Aurora.
In

1875

Clayton,

GEORGE W. ROBINSON,

merchant, Elburn,
born in Virgil Township, Kane County, 111.,
Aug. 18. 1857; educated in the public schools
of Virgil Township, and began his business career in the gents' furnishing goods business;
in 1884 engaged in the coal and agricultural
implement trade at Elburn in partnership with
B. G. Richmond, and in 1891, in partnership
with L. D. Kendall, succeeded H. B. Jay &
Co. in the mercantile business. He was married
on Oct. 3. 1877, to Emma T. Kendall.
111.;

FRANK ROCKWELL,
cator, St. Charles.
ship,

111.,

Postmaster and

was born

Kane County. Nov.

in Plato

20, 1861.

edu-

Town-

son of H. T.

and Mary (Stone) Rockwell; was brought to
St. Charles by his parents when an infant. He
graduated from the local High School, and was
a student of the Northern
Indiana Normal
School, at Valparaiso, Ind.
For twelve years,
after leaving college in 1882, he taught school,

meantime having purchased an interest
company with his father-inlaw, J. S Van Patten, which he still retains.
He was appointed Postmaster at St. Charles by
President McKinley in 1898, and reappointed by
President Roosevelt in 1902. Mr. Rockwell was
in the

DENNTS W. RIORDAN
turer, Elburn,

a

Society.

He was

ter of

Charles,

is

in

a drug-store in

married in March, 1885, to Mabel, daughter of
S. and Jane Van Patten, of St. Charles.

J.

HENRY
Charles.

T.

111.,

County, N.

ROCKWELL,

insurance agent, St.
Clarendon, Orlean?
Sept. 13. 1835. the son of David
(Keeler) Rockwell, the former

was born

Y.,

and Ruth
born in Bethel, Conn.,
J

in

and the latter a
where she was reared
to womanhood.
Mr. Rockwell grew to manhood in his native State, and was educated at
Akron, N. Y.. after which, removing to Illinois
in 1855, he there engaged in teaching for about
native of Saratoga. N.

in 1803.

Y.,

ten years.
He carried on his profession as a
teacher in conjunction with farming during a
part of the year until 1862, when he turned his

attention to the insurance business, which he

has continued to the present time, although
maintaining his interest in farming operations.
At the present time he is one of the oldest and
most experienced insurance agents in Kane
Countv.
Mr. Rockwell has held a number of
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offices,

including those of Circuit Clerk

and ex-officio Recorder of Deeds for Kane
County for one term (1872-76); Township Supervisor for five years, for one year of that period being Chairman of the Board, and Mayor of
the city of St. Charles two terms. During Pres-

Benjamin Harrison's administration he

ident

served as Postmaster of

An

St. Charles.

ardent
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Township, Kane County, 111., son of Nelson and
Sarah (Pruden) Rogers. The father and mother
were both pioneers, the father having come from
New York in 1853. and the" mother in 1843.
Eugene F. was reared in Elgin, where he was
educated in the city schools and Elgin Academy,
and became connected with the newspaper press
in 1877.
Since that time he has been engaged

Republican in politics, for twenty years he has
been the Kane County representative on the
Central Committee for his Congressional District (now the Eleventh), upon which he has
served several years as Chairman, and of which
he is still a member. The importance of this
position is indicated by the fact that Kane
County is the most populous and strongest Republican County in the Eleventh Congressional
District.
Mr. Rockwell was married in 1860
to Miss Mary Stone, who died in 1871, leaving
two children, Frank and Hattie. The latter is
now Mrs. Baker, while the son, Frank Rockwell,
In
is the present Postmaster at St. Charles, 111.
1872 Mr. Rockwell was married to his present
wife, who. previous to her marriage was Miss

Emma

Osgood.

In

fraternal associations

his

Rockwell is connected with the Odd Fellows and Masonic Order. Though not a member, he is an attendant upon the services of the
Congregational church, of which he is a trustee.
Mi-.

JAMES ROCKWELL
tler,

Batavia,

Conn., Nov.

field,
111.,

July

25,

(deceased), pioneer set-

Kane County,
9,

1899;

1812,

111.;

born

and died

received

his

at

Ridge-

in Batavia,

training in the schools of his native village,

where he also learned the cabinet-maker's trade;
came to Chicago in 1834, and was one of the
earliest furniture manufacturers of that city.
employing a force of twelve men for a time,
which was considered a large number in those
days; in 1838, came to Batavia, where he was
engaged in the furniture trade and merchandising until 1885, when he retired from business.
Mr. Rockwell assisted in organizing the first
Methodist church in Chicago, and also the first
church of that denomination in Batavia. He was
twice married, his

i:i

<;k\m

i'.

iscm.i.isn.

educational

on Elgin and Chicago papers. He was appointed
Deputy Circuit Clerk Dec. 1, 1900, and succeeded
Benjamin F. Gould as Circuit Clerk Jan. 1, 1904.
Mr. Rogers is connected with the Odd Fellows,
the Modern Woodmen and Archaean Union, the
Elks, the Maccabees and the Knights of Pythias
fraternities, and is one of the most active ol
In
the younger Republicans of Kane County.
1895 he married Miss Josephine Mulroney, of
Elgin.

THOMAS

E.

ROLLINS

(deceased), machinist,

was born

Oneida County,

union being with Miss
Margaret Van Nortwick, of New York State,
in 1838, and, after her death, to Miss Susan
Grow, who was also a native of the Empire

Carpentersville,

State

on to Illinois, whither he was brought when
nine years old, and lived with his lather for
some years in Palatine, Cook County. The fam-

EUGENE

F.

first

ROGERS,

Elgin, Circuit

and journalist, was born Dec.

19, 1859, in

Clerk
Plato

111.,

in

N. Y., where he lived until he
old.

his

ily

When an
father,

was

was nine years

infant he lost his mother, and

leaving

him

in

later located in Iowa,

New

York,

came

where Thomas

E.
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Rollins enlisted in

Company

ment Iowa Volunteer

Seventh Regi-

B,

Infantry, at the outbreak

War. He served four years in the
Union Army, and was in at the ending of the
war. At the battle of Corinth he was severely
wounded. After the war he came to CarpentersFor
ville, and learned the machinist's trade.
more than thirty-five years thereafter, and up
to the time of his death, Dec. 10, 1902, he was
connected with the Illinois Iron and Bolt Company.
He was interested at one time in the
Star Manufacturing Company, and was always
a thrifty and industrious man. For four years
he was a member of the Board of Trustees of
Carpentersville.
He was a Master Mason, and
a member of the Order of Maccabees. In 1869
he married Miss Ellen Healey, a native also of
Oneida County. N. Y., and only two of the nine
Mrs.
children born to them are now living:
Jesse Juletts and Eugene B. Rollins. Mr. Rolof the Civil

lins died at his

home

in Carpentersville.

when he died in 1844, Garrett Rosencrans took charge of the farm.
In 1847 he
leased the farm, and later sold it. By wise and

Elgin, and

investments he became possessed of
property in Kane County, Southern Illi
nois and the West, and in his later life became
careful

much

prominent in financial and commercial

He

circles.

Home

National Bank,
served as City Surveyor, and was Assessor of
the town several years. An active part in any
matter that looked to the welfare of the community was always taken by him, and he did
much to aid the progress of the city. Fraternally he belonged to Lodge No. 47, I. O. O. F.,
and was one of the leaders in the organization of the Young Men's Christian Association
Library and Lecture course in 1850. Some of
the most noted men in America, such as Wen-was a Director in the

dell Phillips. Horace Greeley, and others, have
appeared in Elgin on this platform. Mr. Rosencrans was engaged in the lumber business at
various times in Minnesota, Wisconsin and Chi-

He died in Elgin,, Sept. 10, 1890, and is
now survived by one brother, Hiram D., of Mt.
Carmel, Utah, and a sister. Mrs. M. W. Hawes,
cago.

of Elgin.

FRED ROYSTON. merchant, Aurora, 111.;
born at Churcbill, N. Y., April 3. 1854; came
lo Chicago in 1872. where he became connected
with the well-known grocery house of Sprague.
Warner & Co., remaining with that establishment twenty-five years; established the wholeRoyston & Co.. in
and has since been at the head
of this enterprise; has been a resident of Aurora since 1874; married in 1876 to Miss Anna
sale grocery house of F. E.

Aurora

in 1894,

Sanford. of Churchill, N. Y.

HENRY

G.

RUE,

real estate operator. Elgin.

born in Steuben County. N. Y.. Aug. 15.
1851; came with his parents to Illinois in 1856,
and grew to manhood on his father's farm in
Plato Township, Kane County; in later years
he purchased his father's homestead and was
successfully engaged in farming in Plato Township until 1898, when he disposed of his farm
and engaged in the real estate and loan business in Elgin. Mr. Rue was married in 1873
to Miss Cora A. Skinner, of Plato Township.
111.;

GARRETT ROSENCRANS.

GARRETT ROSENCRANS
was born

(deceased),

pio-

Sussex County.
N. J„ April 1, 1820, a son of Asa and Jane
(Cole) Rosencrans. whom he accompanied on

neer,

Elgin,

their

removal

111.,

to

in

Kane County,

The father secured a

tract

of

III.,

in

1837.

300 acres near

SCHUYLER RUE
Plato Township,

ben County, N.

(deceased), pioneer farmer,

Kane County; born
Y..

in

1816;

married

in
in

Steu-

New
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to Hannah G. Roth, and came with
family to Illinois in 185G, locating on a
farm in Plato Township, Kane County, where he
passed the remainder of his life, dying there in
Mr. and Mrs.
1882; his wife dying in 1881.

York State

of Elgin,

his

of

Rue reared a family
daughters, seven of

THOMAS
gin,

111.,

J.

of eight sons

whom

RUSHTON,

was born April

and three

are living in 1903.

2,

attorney-at-law, El1854, in

Walworth

After the Spanish-American
of
he was appointed Attorney General
Porto Rico and filled that position with credit
to himself and the Insular Government until

War

climatic conditions became injurious

many campaigns and has gained much

duct of

more than

he was engaged in farming and in teaching,
devoting his leisure hours to the study of law,
in which he ranked high, and was admitted
to the bar the year of his graduation at the University.
His active practice, however, did not
begin until 1882, when he opened an office in
Elgin and became a partner of John H. Williams.
For five years the two continued together, since which time Mr. Rushton has been
by himself. From 1890 to 1898 he served as Police Magistrate at Elgin, and for one term was
Assistant Supervisor. Fraternally he is an Odd
Fellow. Mr. Rushton is an attorney of general
practice and does business in all State and National Courts. He was married in 1884 to Miss
Clara Croker, of Chicago, and is the father of
four interesting children. Grace. Frances Emily
and John C. are students in the Elgin High
School. George C, the youngest, is seven years
old.

JOHN
born in

A.
St.

parentage.

RUSSELL,

lawyer, Elgin,

Charles, HI., Oct.

Being

left

4,

111.,

was

1854, of Scotch

an orphan in early child-

hood, he was brought up by relatives in Kane
County and received his educational training
in the public schools

and Elgin Academy.

his

to

health and private business interests at home
Promcaused him to tender his resignation.
inent in the councils of the Republican party,
he has been officially identified with the con-

the law department
of the University of Iowa, from which he graduated in 1880. Prior to his University course
in

for four years State's Attorney

Kane County.

County, Wis., educated in the Sharon and Wal-

worth Academies and

and
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local distinction as

Mason and

affiliates

He

sonic orders.

He

an eloquent and

a Scottish Rite
with the subordinate Maidentified with the manu-

effective public speaker.

is

facturing interests of

is

Kane County

as

Presi-

dent of the W. H. Howell Company, an important industry at Geneva, 111. In 1888 he was
married to Clara Mair, daughter of James Mair,
one of the pioneer merchants of Batavia, 111.

HENRY RYAN, merchant and manufacturer,
Aurora, 111., born at Dorset, Vt., Jan. 25, 1843,
was reared in his native town, educated in its
schools, and trained to the hardware business
and the tinner's trade while still a boy. In
1867 he came west to Aurora, and entered the
hardware store

of

R.

T.

Hurd & Company,

with which he was connected until 1870, when
he established himself in the hardware trade
as the junior riiember of the firm of Stoddard &
Ryan. Some years later Mr. Ryan purchased

and the business is still
continued on River Street, where it has been
carried on for a third of a century. Mr. Ryan
was the original maker of the "Aurora dinner
He
pail." which is used all over the country.
is still the largest manufacturer and wholesale
In 1873 he married
dealer in this specialty.
his partner's interest

Miss Susan

Sheffler, of Plainfield,

111.

He

read law in the office of Botsford & Barry, Elgin, and was admitted to the bar in the Supreme Court of Illinois in 1879. He began practicing his profession in Elgin, and except a
brief interval, when he was in the service of
the United States Government in Porto Rico,
he has been continuously engaged in practice
in that city, where he has taken rank among
the leading attorneys of Northern Illinois and
has been identified with much of the most important litigation which has occupied the attention of the courts of Kane County in later
years.
For three years he was City Attorney

GEORGE

E.

SAWYER

(deceased),

pioneer

farmer, Dundee Township, Kane County, 111.,
was born in Orford, N. H., Oct. 16, 1815, and
reared at Bradford, Vt., coming from there to

He began the jour111., in 1837.
by wagon, and reached the present site of Elgin the following October. Shortly
after he bought a farm near the present location of Dundee, being numbered among the very
He followed
first settlers of Dundee Township.
agricultural pursuits until he retired from active business life, and was one of the most prosperous of the pioneer dairy farmers. He spent
Kane County,

ney

in April
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the later years of his life in Carpentersville,

where he died May

Mr. Sawyer marwas born and reared

22, 1894.

ried Abigail P. Blake,

who

New Hampshire.

She died Aug. 31, 1891.
Their only living children are:
William G.,
now of Elgin, 111., and Henry G., of Carpentersin

ville.

HENRY

G.

111.,

SAWYER,
was born

manufacturer, Carpen-

in Elgin,

111.,

March

21,

George E. and Abigail (Blake)
Sawyer, grew to manhood on his father's farm
near Carpentersville, and obtained his education in the public schools of that place and at
the Elgin Academy.
In 1866, in connection
with his brother, William G., he bought a general store in Carpentersville, which they con1844, son of

ducted successfully for several years. In 1873
he organized the Star Manufacturing Company,
and at first engaged in a small way in the manufacture of agricultural implements. This plant
has since been expanded into one of the leading industries of the Fox River Valley.
Mr.
Sawyer has been general manager of the factory almost continuously from the beginning,
and has been President of the corporation since
1892.
He is also interested in other manufacturing enterprises, and in a cattle ranch in
Nebraska. Fraternally he belongs to the I. O.
O. F., the K. O. T. M.. the M. W. A., and the
K. O. T. G.
Nov. 7, 1867, he married Miss
Ella Brown, daughter of True Brown.
She
died Nov. 10, 1868, and in 1871 he was married
to Miss Mary Kingsley, daughter of S. W. Kingsley, of Barrington, 111.
Mr. Sawyer's second
wife died March 25, 1879, and he married Miss
Lillian M. Burkill. of Dundee, Dec. 25. 1880.
Five children were born of the first marriage,
and three of the last. Three sons and three
daughters were living in 1903. Lora, the oldest
daughter, is now Mrs. Charles F. Harvey, Superintendent of the Borden Condensed Milk
Factory, at Auburn, Washington; Clara is now
Mrs. Henry J. Mickelson, of Los Angeles, Cal.;
George K. has charge of the stock ranch owned
by himself and brother in Nebraska; Clarence
is

SCHNEIDER,

physician and
born in Germany, March
10, 1866; came to America with his parents in
1867. locating first in Woodstock. 111., where
he was reared and educated; graduated from
the medical department of the University of
Michigan in 1889, and held the position of
Resident Physician of that institution for one
year thereafter; located in Elgin in 1890. The
Doctor was married in 1892 to Miss Eva L.
Schryver, of Woodstock, 111.
J.

111.;

'

tersville,

E.

GEORGE

surgeon, Elgin,

in

the

office

of the

St;ir

Manufacturing

Company; Ethel M. and Howard C. are at
home; Bertha E. married Robert Nightengale,
of Barrington,

and died Dec. 7, 1894; Addie
Mr. Sawyer, together with
his brother, W. G., owns a 285-acre dviry farm
two miles northwest of Carpentersville, where
they keep from 90 to 100 cows each year.
111.,

K. died in infancy.

REV.

GEORGE SCHORB,

known

familiarly

as the Blind Orator, Author and Philosopher,

was born on a farm
consin

in

in the great

He was born

1850.

woods

of Wis-

blind,

and at

was placed in the WisBlind, where he was un-

the age of eleven years

consin School for the
der the tuition of Thomas H. Little, an accomplished scholar and thorough educator from
Bowdoin, and Mrs. Little, a graduate of Oberlin.
Here he studied all the branches taught
in the school, read all the best books, besides

taking private

instruction

and philosophy.
the school, but

He

finally

later

in

rhetoric.

Latin

became a teacher

resigned

his position

in
to

take a special course of study at Evanston, 111.,
where he was the only blind student, but by

employing a reader was enabled to recite in
men, and graduated from that
institution with high honor and won some important prizes. He has maintained himself by
lecturing, preaching and writing for the past
twenty-six years, and has traveled without a
guide eastward to Boston and westward to the
plains.
Mr. Schorb is the author of several
books, the most successful of them being
"Poems and Proverbs," "Nuts to Crack, or Four
Hundred Riddles," and "The Golden Rule and
the Rule of Gold."
He was married Dec. 24,
1901, to Mrs. Ann Gray Dennison. of Aurora,
and has since made his home in that city.
class with seeing

JOHN H. SCOTT, retired merchant, Aurora,
was born in Oneida County, N. Y.. Oct. 26. 1834,
son of John and Mary (Atkinson) Scott; his
father being born in County Derry. Ireland, and
his mother in Leeds, Eng., the latter coming
with her parents to Chicago, 111., where her
father was employed in 1837 on the Illinois and
Michigan Canal. January 1. 1838, the family
removed to Kane County, and the following
In 1839 they setspring lived in St. Charles.
tled on a 400-acre tract in Virgil Township, and
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there John H. Scott obtained his education in
the

public

schools,

in

a

school

select

at

St.

Charles and in Miss Lord's Academy at Elgin.
He was trained as a farmer until 1856, when he
engaged in merchandising with his father at
what was then Blackberry Station, now Elburn,
their store being the third in that
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surance Society; Home Life of New York; New
York Life; Security Trust and Life; National
Life of Vermont; Aetna Life, and the Metropolitan of New York.
Dr. Scott was married in
1898 to Miss Mabel G. Wagner, of Chicago.

In

place.

1858 John H. Scott became the sole owner, but
a year later he traded the store for a farm in

Kaneville Township, the ownership of which
he has since retained. From 1859 to 1867 he

was engaged in farming and stock-raising in
Kaneville, where he continued to reside until
1896, when he removed to Aurora, which has
since been his home.
For many years he was
a merchant at Kaneville, and for sixteen Postmaster; for eight years was a Magistrate, and
has also served as

and member

Town

Treasurer, Assessor

Board at various
His first vote was cast for John C. Fremont for President and he has been a Republican to date. In 1838 he married Miss Martha
J. Astracher, born in Erie County, Penn., who
died in Kaneville, in 1896. Their children are:
Lizzie (Mrs. Hanchett), and Robert R., the
the

of

School

times.

like his brother-in-law, a

latter,

prominent

at-

torney.

RAYMOND

SCOTT, M. D„ physician and

G.

surgeon, Geneva,

born in Little Rock, 111.,
his boyhood and youth
mainly at Sandwich, 111., where he attended the
local schools and later graduated from the East
Aurora High School. He entered Rush Medical
College in 1894, receiving his degree in medicine and surgery in 1897.
For a time he was
an assistant in the Chicago Lying-in Hospital,
after which he succeeded to the practice of Dr.
George B. Lester, at Oswego, 111. In 1899 he
removed to Geneva, to enter into association
with Dr. Francis H. Blakeman, long the lead-

May

30,

1875;

111.;

ing practitioner of the community.
He is a
of the Fox River Valley, Illinois State,

member
and

American Medical

Societies,

and a con-

tributor to their medical publications.

given

much

Cii£OKt«l<]

C.

SCOTT.

spent

attention to surgery, and

He has
is

sur-

geon for the Chicago & Northwestern Railway,
and the Cannon Box Company, and consulting
surgeon of the State Home for Female Juvenile
Offenders at Geneva;

is also examiner for the
Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company
of Milwaukee; The Pennsylvania Mutual Life;
The Phoenix Mutual; The Union Central of
Cincinnati; The Provident Savings Life As-

GEORGE C. SCOTT, farmer and auctioneer,
LaFox, Kane County. 111., born Feb. 13, 1868,
in Campton Township, Kane County, and educated in the district school, spending one term
in the Sugar Grove High School.
He conducts
an extensive business as farmer and stockraiser, and is an auctioneer of high standing
Fraternally he belongs to the M. W. A.
He
was married Dec. 23, 1890, to Miss Delia, daughter of John C. and Mary (Nash) Johnson.
L.

George C, died Dec. 2, 1889,
years.
His mother,
Eliza (Blackman) Scott, is still living, and has
her home with her daughter, Mrs. C. L. White,
at Wasco, 111.
B. Scott, father of

the age of fifty-six

at

WALTER SCOTT
Hampshire,
10,

came

1836;

employed
pacities

111.;

(deceased),
merchant,
born in Ramsjet, Eng., Feb.

to

America

at

different

until

1862,

mercantile

removing

business
to

times

in
in

1850 and

when he engaged
at

was

various

Burlington.

ca-

the

in

111.,

later

Hampshire, where he remained

in
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business until

his

death,

Jan.

12,

1897.

Mr.

was married on July 11, 1859, to Charlotte
A. Scott, and of this union there are three sons
now living Lincoln, Henry and Webster.
Scott

—

WILLIAM

farmer,
St.
SCOTT, retired
Kane County, 111.; born in Virgil Township, Kane County, Feb. 1, 1844, son of John
and Mary (Atkinson) Scott. The father, John

Chicago, and ten years later to Batavia, where
he served three terms as Village Trustee, in
association with Major Wolcott and others. For
twenty years he was Assistant General Agent
for the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad.
He died in 1888, at the age of seventy-five years.

Charles,

North of Ireland in 1809,
States with his parents
in 1820, and passed the early years of his manhood in New York State. Coming to Illinois
in 1836, he spent a few months in Chicago, then
Scott,

was born

came

to

in

the United

to St. Charles, Kane County, afterwards
bought a settler's claim in Virgil Township,
and still later located on land which he purchased from the Government. He was one of
the earliest settlers of Kane County, and, as
farmer and merchant, was identified with the
history of the county until his death on Oct.

came

17, 1877, his

wife surviving until Sept.

11, 1882.

William Scott was trained to the business of
farming and stock-raising, and obtained his
education in the public schools at Elburn and
Sycamore, 111. For several years he was engaged in buying and shipping cattle and horses
to western markets, and in this connection
traded extensively throughout the Western
States.
He was the owner of the old family
homestead in Virgil Township from 1865 until
1874, but in later years has devoted his time
mainly to the improvement of his property in
St.

Charles.

Mr. Scott has been identified with

the Methodist church since early manhood, and

one of the oldest members of the church at
St. Charles.
In 1874 he was married to Miss
Hattie E. Pike, daughter of Cornelius Pike,
who came to Illinois from New York State, the
old home of the Pike family having previously
been at Fort Edward in that State. Mr. and
Mrs. Scott have one daughter, Jennie M., born
Sept. 22, 1879, and married to J. George Ainsworth Aug. 14. 1901.
is

ROBERT SCOVILLE,

former Assistant Gen& Quincy
Railroad, Batavia, 111.; born in Fort Edward,
N. Y., May 1, 1813, was early left an orphan
and obtained a fair school education. His first
work was on a packet on the Champlain Canal,
where he was employed for several years. He
became prominent and was elected to the Legislature for three terms.
In 1851 he removed to
eral

Agent

of the Chicago, Burlington

LOUIS

SEAMAN,

banker, Elgin, 111.; born
County, N. Y., Sept. 30,
1853; educated at the State Normal School (Albany, N. Y.) and Williams College (Williamscame west in 1878, locating first
town, Mass.)
at Belvidere, 111., where he engaged in the mercantile business; established the Mitchell National Bank, of Mitchell, South Dakota, in 1886;
came to Elgin in 1892 and with others organized
the Elgin National Bank, of which he has since
been cashier.
at

N.

Castile,

Wyoming

;

ALONZO

E.

SEARLES

(deceased), lawyer,

Aurora, 111.; born in the town of Broom, Canada
East, Nov. 30, 1820; admitted to the bar in
Vermont in 1842; came to Aurora, 111., in 1858,
where he practiced his profession continuously
with the exception of one year spent in Chicago. He was married in 1850 to Miss Caroline
A. Rice, of Swanton Falls. Vt., and the surviving members of the family are Mrs. Searles
and her son, Albert E., who reside in Aurora.

Mr. Searles died Oct.

9,

1891.

JOHN

S. SEARS, lawyer, Aurora, 111.; born
Niagara County, N. Y., March 21, 1867, was
brought up in his native State, and graduated
from the High School at Lockport. N. Y. attended the law department of the University of
Michigan (Ann Arbor), and afterward finished
his law studies at Worcester, Mass., where he
was admitted to the bar in 1892. In 1894 he
came to Aurora, 111., and formed a partnership
with the late Newell F. Nichols, then one of
the oldest and most prominent members of the
Kane County bar. The firm of Nichols & Sears
existed until January, 1900, when Mr. Nichols
died, and since that time Mr. Sears has been
head of the firm of Sears & Smith. He was married in 1900 to Miss Edith M. Crane, daughter

in

;

of E. G. Crane, of Aurora,

111.

ALBERT T. SEAVEY. farmer, Sugar Grove
Township, Kane County, born in Sugar Grove
Township, May 30, 1856, son of Mark and Ruth
H.

(Thompson)

Seavey,

acquired his educaand in the High

tion in the local district school
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He

Aurora.

of

helped his father on

the farm until eighteen years of age,

when he

Wyoming, where he was engaged in the
business for about a year.
At the expiration of this time he came back to Illinois,
and has since managed the old homestead farm.
went

to

cattle

,

He

is one of the founders of the creamery at
Sugar Grove, and is President of the Sugar
Grove Supply Company, in which he holds
slock.
Fraternally he belongs to the Order of
the Yeomen of America. Mr. Seavey was married Jan. 12, 1881, to Miss Millie Crego, daughter of George M. and Jane (Reynolds) Crego.
Mrs. Seavey died April 29, 1895, at the age of
thirty-one years, leaving a daughter and a son.

FRANK

W. SEAVEY, farmer, Bald Mound,
born at Sugar Grove, 111., Sept. 20, 1862;
educated in the public schools and the Sugar
Grove Industrial Institute; began his business
career as a farmer in 1882, and has since followed that occupation; married on Dec. 2, 1886,
to Mattie Snook.
111.;

JAMES SELKIRK,

physician and surgeon,
born in Albany, N. Y., Dec. 20,
1859, was educated in the local schools and in
Union College, Schenectady, N. Y., from which
he graduated in 1880. Reading medicine under
the preceptorship of Dr. Albert Vandever and
Dr. J. Reid Davidson, of Albany, he completed
his medical studies in the medical department
of Union College, from which he graduated in
1884.
In 1888 he took the first graduate course
that was offered at the Roosevelt Hospital in
New York. He came west in June, 1884, and
began the practice of his profession at Aurora,
111.,
where he has given special attention to

Aurora,

111.,

surgery, winning a prominent place
practitioners of the day.
tee of the

medical

among

Dr. Selkirk

is

the
a Trus-

Aurora Hospital and a member

staff,

of its

as well as a lecturer to its corps

He belongs to the Chicago
Medical Society and the Fox River Medical Society.
In 1885 he married Miss Mary C. Terof trained nurses.

williger,

whose home was at Voorheesville, N.

SAMUEL

S.

SENCENBAUGH,

Y.

merchant, Au-

was born near Akron, Ohio, and when
ten years of age came to Illinois with his parrora,

111.,

ents,

who

located in Tazewell County; educated

and Northwestern College
came to Aurora in 1864 and

in the public schools
at Naperville,

111.;
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was connected as a salesman with the old-time
merchandising establishments of John S. Hawley, Brady & Perry and L. D. Brady & Co.
In
1870 he became a partner in the firm of L. D.
Brady & Co. and two years later became junior
partner in the firm of Hattery & Sencenbaugh,
parent of the present dry-goods house of S. S.
Sencenbaugh & Co. Since 1891 he has been
President of the Richards-Sencenbaugh Mfg.
Co.; is also identified with the banking interests of

Aurora as a stock-holder

in

the First

National Bank.

JOHN W.

SEYMOUR,

retired farmer and
born in Yates County, N. Y.,
March 3, 1833; came west with his parents
in the spring of 1842, locating in Barrington
Township, Cook County, where his father purchased 120 acres of land; came to Elgin in
1873, where he has since resided, but still owns
350 acres of land in Cook County, which is
devoted to dairy farming.
Mr. Seymour was
first married in 1856 to Emily L. Wood, who
died in 1897. October 26, 1898, he married his
second wife, Mrs. Eliza Corron, widow of Wesley Corron, of Elgin.

banker, Elgin,

CHARLES
gin,

111.;

111.;

F.

SHARPE,

retired farmer, El-

born at Ripley, N.

Y.,

May

1,

1839;

educated in the public schools of the Empire
State, and came with his parents to Illinois
in 1858; purchased a farm in Campton Township, Kane County, in 1889, and has since been
interested in agriculture in that vicinity; married. Feb. 21, 1866, Mary Hickock.

EBEN

B.

Oneida, N.

SHEARMAN,
Y., Oct.

13,

Elgin,

was born

in

1843, the son of Willett

H. Shearman, who was prominent at one time
in the politics of that State, and who served
as Speaker of the National House of Representatives.
He was educated in the schools of
Oneida, and trained to an agricultural life. In
1870 he came to Elgin and established his home
there.
Since then he has been connected with
the National Watch Company, and is now serving his third term as Alderman of the City of
Elgin. He belongs to the A. O. U. W., and has
been Trustee of the local lodge for several years.
In 1872 he married Miss Mary Mann, daughter
of Major Adin and Lydia (Wright) Mann, of
Elgin, and their only child is Willette H. Shearman, of Belvidere.
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CHARLES SHELDON
tler

of Aurora,

(deceased), early set-

was born

in

Steuben County,

where he passed the early years of his
removed to New Hampshire, where
for several years he was engaged in the manufacture of lumber on Lake Champlain. He married in Brattleboro, Vt., Sailie Sawyer, and
removed to Canada after his children one son
and six daughters were born. In 1836 he came
with his family from Canada to Aurora, where
he devoted his attention to farming and became the owner of a large tract of land on the
western border of Aurora, much of his farm
now being within the city limits. Mr. Sheldon
N. Y.,
life;

later

—

—

died in the early

'60s, his

HENRY SHERMAN
was born

(deceased), Elgin,

111.,

Amenia, Dutchess County, N. Y.,
Nov. 28, 1805, son of Hugh and Cornelia (Sutherland) Sherman, who had long been residents
at

His father dying during the
youth of the son, the responsibility of caring for
the family fell largely upon the latter, and by
of that locality.

wife surviving until
this pioneer

There are no members of

1871.

family living at the present writing (1903).

SAMUEL SHEDDEN,

County Treasurer,

El-

born in Plato Township, Kane County,
111., May 8, 1865. son of John B. and Margaret
Rosborough Shedden, who were of Scotch ancestry.
Samuel Shedden obtained his education in the public schools and a seminary at
Pingree Grove, Kane County. He remained on
his father's farm until 1882, when he accepted
a position as clerk with M. W. Dubois, one
of the leading merchants of Elgin. During 1890
and 1891 he was in charge of a banking and
general merchandising business in Texas, but
with the exception of those two years his entire
business life has been spent in Elgin. Mr. Shedden is a Republican in political sentiment, and
was appointed Deputy County Treasurer in 1894,
serving in that capacity until 1902, when he was
gin,

111.;

)

(

elected

he

is

County Treasurer.

In

a Congregationalist, and

religious
is

a

the First Congregational church of Elgin.

was married

in 1892 to

of St. Charles,

FRANK

W.

Miss Mattie

faith

member
I.

of

He

Norton,

111.

SHEPHERD,

lawyer, Elgin,

111..

born in Dundee Township, Kane County, Feb
28, 1876; graduated from the law department
of the University of Michigan in the class of
1899: admitted to the bar in the latter year
and began practice in Chicago, where he remained until 1900, when he removed to Elgin:
has since practiced his profession in the latter
city.
He was married in 1903 to Miss Louise
Strobridge, daughter of Rev. T. R. Strobridge,
formerly of Elgin, 111., but now of Harvard,
111.

HENRY SHERM

\\.

farming on shares, he discharged his duty in
an effective manner. On account of impaired
health, he removed to Schenectady, where he was
employed in an auction store for a time, and
still later successively conducted a temperance
restaurant, a store at Cold Spring and spent
three years at the mouth of Monocacy Creek
near Washington, D. C. He was then engaged
for two years in the grocery trade in New York
City, and still later in the dry-goods and grocery trade with a Baptist minister named Marshall, at Milo. N. Y.
The firm having been
broken up by the panic of 1837, he brought a
$500-stock of goods by wagon to Elgin, 111
which he sold out in the fall of 1838 at Mineral
Point. Wis., and entered a tract of land which
.

was

later developed

into a valuable farm.

also engaged in general trading to

and

He

extent,

bringing out his family from New
he lived for some time on his farm of

finally

York-,

some
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where he engaged in the drug business and
made investments in real-estate. He also erected
first important butter factory in the
and was an influential factor in securing
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Marshall. Marshall grew up on this farm, and
was educated in the district school near his
home. He began farming on the old homestead,
and was one of the leading dairymen of this

He

here the

locality prior to his death, July 10, 1893.

State,

was a progressive farmer and a man much

the location of the National Watch Factory at
Elgin, being one of four men who purchased
the farm upon which the factory was erected
and contributing thirty-five acres to the enter-

Another enterprise to the success of
which he materially contributed was the Elgin
Packing Factory. Mr. Sherman was a liberal
contributor to charitable purposes, and his name
was usually among the first on subscription
One of his benevolent
lists of this character.
enterprises was the erection of a Home for
Superannuated Ministers of the Methodist
church, which he presented to the Conference.
For several years he was Supervisor of Elgin
Township, and was the first Assessor after the
organization of the township; was also a Trustee of the Northern Illinois Hospital for the
Insane and one of the members of the Board
prise.

entrusted with superintending the erection of
buildings, in this capacity and as resident Trus-

having charge of the awarding of contracts,
A shrewd and
the auditing of accounts, etc.
capable business man, he possessed a dry humor
and ready wit which made him a delightful
companion.
Scrupulously honest, he despised
Mr.
deceit, trickery and shallow pretense.
Sherman was married in Starkey, Yates County,
N. Y., April 15, 1836, to Jeannette S. Hurd,
daughter of Timothy and Mabel Hurd, born in
Yates County, N. Y., Sept. 6, 1819, and they
became parents of the following named children: George De Forrest, Cornelia Mabel (now
Mrs. R. M. Martin), and Henrietta Julia. Mr.
Sherman's last years were spent in Elgin, where
he died Sept. 18, 1892; his wife dying Feb. 21,
tee,

1894.

MARSHALL SHERMAN

(deceased), farmer

Dundee Township. Kane County, born in New
Berlin, N. Y., June 7, 1841, son of Buel and
Nancy (Brown) Sherman, and in 1848, came to
Illinois with his parents, who settled on a farm
four miles northwest of Elgin, where they spent
their lives in the cultivation of the soil.

Mrs.

Nancy Sherman died March 20, 1873, and her
husband only seven days later. Buel Sherman
had a family of seven children: Arnold, Julia
A., Ruth A., William H., Edward L., Oscar and

esteemed in all the relations of life. In 1871 he
married Miss Eleanor Mason, daughter of John
and Diantha (Kelsey) Mason. Her father came
from Massachusetts, and her mother from New
York to Illinois. Marshall Mason Sherman is
the only living child of Marshall and Eleanor
Sherman.
Ruth Mary, their only daughter,
was born and died in 1879.

WILLIAM

P.

geon, Aurora,

SHERMAN,

111.,

born

at

physician and surWis., July

Newark,

Rush Medical College
began practice at Leland,

1862; graduated from

22,

in the class of 1889;

remaining there until 1893; located in
111.,
Aurora in 1897, where he has since taken a
prominent place among the practitioners of
the city; married in 1892 Miss Belle V. Misner.

who

died in 1896.

wife. Miss

Addie

In 1898 he married his second
B. Solfisberg, of Aurora.

W. W. SHERWIN. manufacturer, Elgin, 111.,
Milwaukee, Wis., March 2, 1855; came

!)Oin in

to

Elgin

1868 where he received his elemen-

in

tary education and graduated from the University of Michigan in 1876; has been interested
in the creamery business in Elgin since 1877.
and was one of the organizers of the Creamery
Package Manufacturing Company, of Chicago,

being for several years general manager of the
enterprise.
He was married, in 18S0 to Miss
Carrie M. Town, of Elgin.

farmer, Elgin,
P. SHERWOOD, retired
born in Erie County. N. Y., July 5, 1827;
came west with his parents in 1846, locating in
Plato Township, Kane County; began his business career in 1850, when he rented a farm
which he conducted for three years. In 1853
Mr. Sherwood purchased forty acres of land to
which he has made subsequent additions until
his estate now embraces about 800 acres, which
has been conducted by his four sons since 1891,
at which time the father retired from active
farm life and has since resided in Elgin. He
was married Dec. 13, 1852, to Miss Phoebe
Wright, and they have four living children: G.
A.

111.,

W.,

L.

H.,

Township.

John B., and B. A.,— all of Plato
One daughter, Mrs. A. M. Chapman,

died in 1901
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DAVID

SHERWOOD,

B.

lawyer, Elgin,

III.,

born in Algonquin, McHenry County, 111., March
14, 1849, acquired his education in the public
schools and in Elgin Academy, and removed to
Galveston, Texas, in 1869, where he studied law.
and was admitted to the bar in 1870. Mr. Sher-

PHILIP SHULZ

(deceased), farmer, Hampborn in Baden, Germany. May 25,
1838; came with his parents to America in 1846;
located on a farm in Kane County in 1866; retired from active business life in 1882; politically a Democrat. In 1896 Mr. Shulz, with his
wife, made a visit to California, where he was
suddenly taken sick and died July 1, 1896. On
Sept. 15, 1862, he was married to Miss Caroline
Delles of Chicago.
Mrs. Shulz and their nine
children are still living (1903).
shire,

111.,

CHARLES

W.

SHUMVVAY, merchant and

111., was born in West
Washington County, N. Y., Sept. 9,
1827, son of Duty and Eunice (Kinney) Shumway; was educated in the district school and
the academy at West Granville, and learned the

manufacturer, Batavia,
Granville,

tinner's trade at Plattsburgh, N. Y.

In 1849 he

came west, locating in Batavia. Kane County,
111., and there opened the first hardware store
in the village.
This business he carried on for
twenty-three years, during which time he became associated with a number of Batavia's
most prominent industrial and business enterprises.
In 1872 Mr. Shumway disposed of his

hardware store and built the iron foundry, of
which he is still the head. He was one of the
first

subscribers to the stock of the First Na-

tional

D

Wood

\\

ll>

It

SIMIt

\\

practiced law tor the ensuing six years

in Galveston, but returned to the north in 1876,

and engaged in his professional labors at Elgin,
where he has met with a large measure of success.
In politics he is a Democrat, and was
elected County Judge in 1890, serving four years
on the bench.

He

is

attorney for the Illinois

Home

MARTIN

O.

Kaneville,

SHOOP, Sugar Grove,
Kane County, April

and

its

President for

—

four of whom are living two sons (Horatio G.
and Robert M.), associated with their father
in business, and two daughters. Lizzie M. and
Helen O.

NATHAN

C.

SIMMONS,

merchant

and

National

banker, Aurora. 111., a native of Bridgewater,
Penn.. where he was born Jan. 31, 1838, son
of Solomon and Ann (Patterson) Simmons, his

born

father a native of Pennsylvania, and his mother

Bank.

at

of Batavia

On January 25, 1865, he was married to Mrs. Mary D. Brown, also a native of
Washington County. N. Y., born March 12, 1839,
the daughter of John W. and Desire (Millard)
Wood, and to them were born seven children,

Central Railway Company, and served as director of Elgin City Railway Company from 1890
to 1901; is also a director oi the

Bank

eight years.

(Mill

III.,

15,

1870:

began his business career at Kaneville, later at.
Sugar Grove, but since 1901 has been connected
with the Piano Manufacturing Company. Mr.
Shoop was married in 1889 to Miss Rachel May
Gillett, and their children are Vernie May and
Irene Bessie. Mr. and Mrs. Shoop live at the
old Gillett homestead where Mrs. Shoop was
born and brought up.

of

New

York.

Reared

at

Montrose. Penn., by

his aunt, Mrs. George Keeler, he obtained his

education while learning the shoemaker's trade.
In 1857 he removed to Aurora. 111., where he
worked at his trade, the most of the time as
shop foreman, until 1864, when he became
junior member of the old-time firm of Reising

& Simmons, Leonard Reising being

Two

his partner.

years later he formed a partnership with
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Joseph Reising in the same line, and this firm
became one of the leading mercantile houses of
In February, 1890, he bought the
the city.
interest of Mr. Reising, and for two years carried on the business alone, but in 1892 admitted
Joseph Reising, Jr., and George W. Swanson
to the firm, and put the burden of management
on younger shoulders. In 1900 he sold out his
In the
mercantile interests to his partners.
Aurora Cotton Mills Company he holds the
office of

director and Vice-President and

is

Sec-

Comthe Aurora Automatic

retary of Aurora Bleaching and Dye-works

pany, and

is

a director in

Machinery Company.

For eighteen years he has
been a member of the Aurora West Side School
Board, and for fifteen years President of the
Board. Mr. Simmons was married in 1874 tc
Miss Hortense Mix, daughter of Russell C. Mix,
for many years one of the leading citizens of
Aurora.

DBWITT SIMPSON,

manufacturer, was born
Jackson County, N. Y., and grew
up and received his education in the schools of
that State.
He came to Illinois in 1869 and
established his home in Aurora, where he was
employed for a few years as a salesman by the
pioneer merchant, Daniel Volentine. Later he
was for a time junior member of the boot and
shoe firm of Brown & Simpson in Aurora, and
still later traveled for ten years as the Western
representative of Eastern boot and shoe manufacturers. About 1882 he became interested in
manufacturing in Aurora in connection with the
Wilcox Manufacturing Company, in which he
has held successively the positions of salesman,
Vice-President, Manager, and President. When
he first became interested in this institution,
which is one of the pioneer manufactories of
Aurora, it employed five men. Its growth and
Jan.

8,

BAXTER

O.

903

SKINNER,

farmer, Plato Town-

Kane County, born

in Westport, Essex
County, N. Y., Nov. 15, 1834, son of Oren and
Charlotte (Cady) Skinner; grew up and was
educated in his native community; in 1853 came
to Illinois with his father's family, who settled near Plato Center, Plato Township, Kane
County, where the elder Skinner lived until his
death in 1861. His widow, who survived until
1881, also died on the old Skinner homestead.
Baxter O. Skinner took his father's place as
manager of the family interests, and, until his
recent retirement from active business, has been

ship,

engaged

farming and stock-raising. He still
homestead, which has been in

in

owns the

old

family possession for more that a half a cenFor sixteen years he served as Deputy
Sheriff of Kane County, and has held various
town offices. Besides Mr. Skinner, the only
member of this family surviving in 1903 was
Mrs. A. W. Hall, whose farm adjoins that of
her brother.
tury.

1845, in

the business capacity of its

management

is evi-

denced by the fact that it now employs two
hundred men. Mr. Simpson has also been interested in other enterprises, and is now (1903)
one of the Directors of the Old Second National
Bank. During a residence of a third of a century in Aurora he has been brought into intimate relations with many of the men who have
been most prominent in building up the city,
and he himself has taken a deep interest in promoting its welfare. He has also taken a prominent part in church work as a member of the
Baptist denomination, and has been generous in
his aid of charitable and benevolent enterprises.

PROF.
Elgin,

111.,

GEORGE

N.

SLEIGHT,

educator,

Newark, N. Y., Oct. 17, 1869;
the Newark Union High School,

born

in

educated in
Williams College

(

Williamstown, Mass.), the

Albany State Normal School (Albany, N. Y.)
and the University of Chicago. Mr. Sleight
came to Elgin in 1898, where he has since filled
the position of principal of the Elgin Academy.
He was married in 1894 to Miss Ada M. Collins,
of Chicago.

BENJAMIN

SMITH

(deceased),

and manufacturer, was born
field

County,

Conn.,

Jan.

inventor

in Ridgefield, Fair12,

1815,

and

in

October, 1837, removed to Chicago, where for a

time he was engaged in the grocery and proIn 1838 he was married to Miss
Rachel Van Nortwick, of Batavia, 111. In 1846
he purchased a patent for a reaper and built
his first machines in Chicago, but soon removed
to Batavia, where he manufactured machines
vision business.

for several years, in the meanwhile making
some valuable improvements. In 1857 he suffered financial loss, and in 1865 he returned to
Chicago and there resided until his death in
1891, at the age of seventy-six years.
B. F. SMITH, banker. Aurora, was born in
Reading, Penn., Feb. 16, 1850, and when four
years old was brought to Freeport, 111., where
he grew to manhood and received his education
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He began his business caa Freeport drug-store, but
was later employed in a patent medicine house,
where he became shipping clerk. In 1879 he
came to Aurora to enter the service of the

EDWARD

in the city schools.

reer

as

clerk

in

Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad, where
he became head of a department. In 1902 he
retired from employment with the railroad to
become Vice-President of the Aurora Trust and

Savings Bank, of which he was one of the orIn 1881 Mr. Smith was married to
ganizers.
Miss Carrie Waterman, daughter of George G.
and Mary Waterman, of Aurora.

S.

SMITH,

ex-Postmaster

Batavia, born at Moriah, Essex County, N.

of
Y.,

March 20, 1832 educated in the public schools
and academy of his native village, and was
trained to mercantile pursuits; came to Batavia
in 1853. and first engaged in the grain and produce trade and later conducted a cooperage busi;

ness; appointed Postmaster of Batavia in 1861

by President Lincoln, and through successive reappointments held that position for twenty-five
years, in the meantime becoming one of the best

known men in the postal service in Illinois.
He was married in 1861 to Miss Jane Mallory
of New York State, who died in Batavia in 1902.

DAVID SMITH pioneer. farmer and veteran of the Civil War, Sugar Grove, Kane
County, 111., born in Rutland County, Vt., Aug.
5, 1839; when only five years of age was brought
to Illinois by his parents, who made their home
on a farm in Sugar Grove, Kane County. His
father, Ephraim Smith, a millwright by trade,
followed farming in Illinois, and in his day was
well known throughout the southern part of
His death occurred about 1880.
the county.
David Smith was reared to maturity in Sugar
Grove Township, educated in the local schools,
and became a carpenter and joiner. In August,
1862, he enlisted in the One Hundred Twentyfourth Illinois Volunteer Infantry, and was
mustered into service on Sept. 10th, following.
His regiment became a part of the Western
army, and he participated in all the campaigns
of the Army of the Tennessee, including the
siege of Vicksburg, where he lost his right arm.
and was consequently discharged from the service.
Mr. Smith returned to Kane County, and
was elected Sheriff in 1866. After the expiration of his term of office he engaged in farming,
and has been active to the present time (1904).
He has served as Assessor and Collector of
,

Sugar Grove Township, and is now a
Board of School Trustees. In
1871 he married Miss Harriet L. Van Dervolgan,

Taxes

in

member

of the

DuPage County,

of Winfield,

children are:

and Hallam

Lucinda

P.,

111.

Allen

Their living
L.,

Harry

V.,

C.

EDWARD M. SMITH, in real-estate, loan and
insurance business, Batavia, 111., born in Batavia, Dec. 14, 1867, son of Edward S. and Jane
(Mallory) Smith; trained to the banking busi
ness, but later established his present business
in Batavia.

GEORGE

1>.

SMITH

GEORGE

D. SMITH, farmer and dairyman.
Township, Kane County, born Nov. 25,
1842, in Virgil Township. Kane County. 111., son
of Daniel and Eliza (Dearborn) Smith, and

Virgil

education in the district school.
he enlisted In Company A.
Eighth Illinois Volunteer Cavalry and during
received
Sept.

18,

his

1861,

his service in the

Union army participated

in

over one hundred engagements, was three times
severely wounded and finally discharged Sept.
1864.
In 1872 he bought a store at DeKalb,
which he conducted until 1879, when he sold it
and returned to his farm, where he still resides.
As may be presumed from his record as a solS.
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dier,

Mr. Smith

is

of the Republic.

a member of the Grand Army
He was married, June 5, 1867,

187G

Miss Henrietta Richmond, daughter of Moses
and Susan H. (Garfield) Richmond, and their
union has been blessed by the birth of three
children two girls and one boy. One daughter
C.

—

now

deceased.
.

JAMBS

R.

SMITH,

retired merchant, Dundee,

111., born in Dundee, July 4, 1839, son of John
M. and Mary (Rayner) Smith, was educated
in the local schools and trained to mercantile
pursuits.
In 1858 he opened a business estab
lishment in his own name and was in trade in
Dundee for about twenty years. Since his retirement from active business he has given

much attention to real-estate and other interests
in Kane County. He has been a member of the
Kane County Board of Supervisors continuously since 1883, and at the present time (1903)
is serving as its President, having filled that
position since 1898. He has also been President
of the

Board of Trustees of Dundee, and has
In
important local positions.

other

filled

Masonry he is prominent, being a member
Dundee Lodge, No. 190.

of

the

ORAMEL

H.

SMITH

(deceased), contractor

and merchant, Carpentersville, 111., was born
March 31, 1848, at Cabot, Vt., and came to Kane
County, 111., in 1874, where he remained until
his death, March 20, 1903. Descended from poor
and hard-working parents, his boyhood was one
Leavof few pleasures and much hard work.

home

age of thirteen years, he drifted
westward, and, after two or three years spent
in working on farms in New York, came to
Illinois, where, after teaching school for a time,
ing

at the

he learned the carpenter's trade, and became a
contractor and builder.

with

J.

In

1878,

in

company

A. Carpenter, he engaged in the

and coal business

at

lumber

Carpentersville, which he

followed until his death. Successful in all his
undertakings, the legacy of material things left
to his family was not large, his entire life
having been spent for others; and this, continued unfalteringly through years of intense
bodily suffering such as few men would have
patiently endured, stamped him as a man of
high character and genuine nobility.

ORVILLE A. SMITH, merchant, Geneva, 111.,
born in Orange County, N. Y., August 15, 1845,
reared and educated in the Empire State, and

in 1874; located in Kane County in
and conducted a farm until 1889, when he
bought the furniture and undertaking business
of S. N. Cooper, to which he added a stock of
hardware in 1900, and has since been engaged
in this business.
He was married in 1881 to
Miss Mary McFarland, of St. Charles, and their
children are: Helen (who died in infancy) and
A. Warren, who is now (1903) a student at
Lewis Institute, Chicago.

came west

to

is
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SMITH,

lawyer, Aurora, 111., was born
Batavia Township, Kane County,
March 20, 1873, son of George F. and Mary
Loverin
Smith.
The family removed to
Aurora in 1882, and Mr. Smith secured his early
education in the schools of that city, graduating
from the West Aurora High School in 1891, and
finishing his academic studies at the University
of Wisconsin. After reading law under the preceptorship of Newell F. Nichols, of Aurora,
and taking a course in the Chicago College of
Law, he was admitted to the bar by the Supreme
Court of Illinois in February, 1897.
Shortly
after this he became a member of the law firm
of Nichols & Sears, which then became Nichols,
Sears & Smith. Since the death of Mr. Nichols
in 1899, the firm has continued as Sears &
Smith, with a recognized standing as one of
the leading law firms of Aurora.
Mr. Smith
was married in 1898 to Miss Alice M. Allen,
daughter of Edward C. Allen, and granddaughP.

Y.

on a farm
(

in

)

ter of

Edward

R. Allen, one of the old pioneer

settlers of Aurora,

and a very prominent

citizen

in his day.

WILLIAM J. SMITH, merchant, Batavia. 111.,
born in Chowan County, N. G, July 21. 1831;
learned the shoemaker's and carpenter's trades
in his boyhood, and came to Batavia, 111., in
1882, where he became senior member of the
pioneer furniture and undertaking firm of
Smith & Crane. He was married in 1857 to
Miss Laura A. Doing, of Westville, Ind.

WILLIAM
was born
of Rufus

R.

SMITH, merchant, Geneva,

111.,

in Norfolk, Conn., Jan. 25, 1832, son

and Hannah (Lucas) Smith and
grandson of Corkins Smith, a veteran of the
Revolutionary War. The first eight years of his
life were spent in Connecticut, when the family
removed to New York, and his education was
received chiefly in
State.

He mastered

the public schools of that
the jeweler's trade, which
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New York until 1878, then came
and for thirteen years was engaged
as traveling salesman for the jewelry house of
Trask & Plain, of Aurora. In 1891 he established a jewelry house in Geneva, and has since
been in business in that city. Mr. Smith has
been a member of the Mason fraternity since
1863, and with his wife belongs to the Eastern
Mr.
Star, and also to the Episcopal church.
Smith was married Nov. 27, 1898, to Miss Dema
Reser, whose parents were pioneer settlers in
Plato Township, Kane County.
he followed in
to Illinois,

Batavia in 1S54, which has since been his home;
engaged in contracting and building for several
years, and then became interested in manufacturing; since 1870 he has given his attention
to investments; has been a member of the
Baptist church of Batavia for over forty yeara;
married in 1850 Miss Eliza' D^vie, who died in
1853,

their

only

living

child

being

Thomas

Snow, one of the leading manufacturers of
Fox River Valley.

thr-

GILBERT

B. SNOW, manufacturer, Elgin.
born at Sugar Grove, 111., March 5, 1856,
educated in the Aurora schools, and obtained
his first business experience with the Deering
Harvester Company, Chicago, where he was employed for' some time in the experimental
department. Returning to Sugar Grove in 1887,
he devoted five years to experimental work of a
mechanical nature, and in 1892 became Superintendent of the Elgin Wind Power & Pump
Company, and in 1897 was made Secretary and
Treasurer of that enterprise, a position he still
holds.
Mr. Snow is the inventor of all the
111.,

EPHRAIM SNOOKS,

merchant, Carpentersborn at Algonquin, 111.,
July 26, 1861, son of Judson and Martha (Seymour) Snooks; obtained his education in the
public schools of Algonquin; established a hardware and grocery store at Carpentersville in
1883, and has conducted a successful business to
ville,

Kane County,

111.,

the present time (1903).

He

is

a

member

of the

Masonic Order and affiliated with Dundee Lodge
No. 190; married in 1896 Miss Annie Schwable.
of Carpentersville.

He was
Mae (Hunter) Yarwood.

patents issued to the latter company.

CHAUNCEY SNOW
tler,

born

Keene,

in

died in Sugar Grove,

(deceased), pioneer setN.

H.,

in

1812,

Kane County, 111.,
early manhood and

and

FRANK

W. SNOW, Sugar Grove, 111., born
town where he now resides, Jan 18, 1854;

began his business career in the village of
Sugar Grove in 1884 and has since operated a
general repair shop in that village, also being
interested to some extent in the carriage and
wagon trade. He was married in 1891 to Miss

who was well known
Kane County as an educator

Elizabeth Petty,
portion of

to Mrs.

of Elgin.

Dec. 28,

located
1861; came west in
on a farm in Sugar Grove Township, Kane
County, where he spent the remainder of his
life; married in 1851 Miss Ruth Thompson, who
Mrs. Snow was one
survived him until 1887.
of the noted pioneer women of Sugar Grove
Township, and aided materially in founding the
Sugar Grove Normal and Industrial Institute,
and took an active part in charitable and benevolent work.

in the

married in 1893

in

this

prior to

her marriage, being at one time principal of
Sugar Grove Normal and Industrial Institute.

PERLEY

B.

SNOW

C.

SNOW,

pioneer settler, Batavia,

born in Devonshire, Eng., June 25, 1826;
came to the United States in 1853, locating in
111.,

pioneer

ot

Having given Ms
came
west, and purchasing Government land in Sugar
Grove Township, became one of the very early
cated

in

his

native place.

attention chiefly to farming, in 1839 he

His farming operation*
were successfully carried on. A Democrat in
early life, he became a Free-Soiler, and later a
Republican. After retiring from active farming
in 1868, for two years he lived in Aurora, when
he removed to DeKalb, where he died in 1876.
In 1832 he married Lois H. Gurler. in Keene.
N. H., and their children were:
Mrs. Esther
DeKalb,
Peirce. Grinnell. Iowa; Cynthia O.,
111.; Mrs. G. Terwilliger. DeKalb. 111.; and Mrs.

settlers in that region.

Melissa Hatch, Aurora. 111.
Their only son.
Byron, served in the Union Army during the
Civil War. and died in DeKalb. in 1S97.

THOMAS SNOW
FRANCIS

(deceased),

Sugar Grove Township, Kane County, born in
Keene, N. H.. Dec. 31, 1800, son of Deacon John
and Esther (Balch) Snow, was reared and edu-

Batavia.

111.,

(deceased), manufacturer.

was born

in

Devonshire. England.

Jan. 19, 1851, the son of F. C. Snow,

who

sailed

for the United States with his family in 1S53.
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The death

of Mrs.

Snow, which occurred during

the voyage, caused young

back

to

Thomas

to

be sent

England shortly afterward, and he

ob-

tained his early education in the public schools
of his native country.

In 1865 he returned to

this country, rejoined his father at Batavia,

111.,

and completed his education in the public
schools of Aurora and at the Jennings Seminary.
In 1882 he was made Secretary and Treasurer
of the Challenge Wind-Mill Company, a newly
organized Batavia corporation, and in 1887 became President and Treasurer of the Company,
finally becoming the head of one of the largest
manufacturing industries in the Fox River Valley.
In 1896 Mr. Snow was made President and
Treasurer of the W. H. Howell Company,
Geneva, manufacturers of sad-irons; and was
also President and Treasurer of the Snow Manufacturing Company, Batavia, manufacturers of
stump pullers; was also President and Treasurer of the Batavia Wind-Mill Company, and
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firm has since been Spalding & Cline.
He was
married Jan. 1, 1863, to Helen M. Barker, daughter of Jabez and Sarah (White) Barker.
Mr.
Spalding is a Mason, belonging to the Commandery at Sycamore, and is also a member
of the Modern Woodmen of America.
For ten
years he was Township School Treasurer, for
five years Town Assessor and for fifteen years
Supervisor being still in the latter office.

—

JOSEPH A. SPALDING (deceased), born at
Pomfret, Windsor County, Vt., Nov. 9, 1800, was
taken by his father to Hartland, Vt., in 1803,
where he resided until

1849,

when he moved

to

the West, settling on a farm at Udina, Kane
County, 111. After living there some years he

farm to remove to Aurora, where
he lived until the death of his wife, when he
went to live with his son, Charles W., at
Topeka, Kan., dying there Feb. 20, 1887.
finally sold his

President of the First National Bank of Batavia.
In 1901 he was elected Mayor of the city of
In 1878 Mr. Snow
Miss Mary Thomle, born in
them four sons were born;

Batavia, serving one term.

was married
Batavia. and
Ralph

L.

to
to

(deceased), Thomas,

Jr.,

who became

President and Treasurer of the Challenge WindMill Company at the time of his father's death.
Frank and Albert E. Mr. Snow died April 25,
1903.

THOMAS SOLOMON, farmer, Burlington
Township, Kane County, born in Cornwall,
England, August 27, 1823; came to America in
1850, and located in Burlington Township in
1854, where he purchased a farm which he personally conducted until 1893; served as Justice
of the Peace, School Trustee and Assessor; married in March, 1845. Miss Emma Pierce, of
England.
C. SPALDING, merchant, Elburn, 111., born
Nov. 12, 1836, at Ypsilanti, Mich., son of
Caldwell and Beulah (Lynn) Spalding, came
with his parents to Kane County in 1844, where
he secured his education in the public schools,
supplemented by a year's attendance at the
academy. He owns the family homestead, two
and a half miles southeast of Elburn, and was
engaged in farming until 1890, giving much
attention meanwhile to dairying.
In 1890 he
bought the interest of Mr. Eldin in the firm of
Eldin & Cline, merchants, at Elburn. and the

CHARLES SOUDERS. farmer. Blackberry
Township, Kane County, was born Nov. 30, 1848,
the son of John and Mary (Lance) Souders,
who were among the first white settlers in

—

the latter being the
white woman to locate in Blackberry Township.
Charles Souders obtained his education
in the district schools of his native township
their section of the State

first
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and has been a life-long farmer. He has served
his township as Road Commissioner, and is one
of its most highly respected citizens.
See
sketch of John Souders.
(

career in Batavia the year of her graduation.
For four years thereafter she was Assistant

physician at the Bellevue Place Sanitarium,
but has since given all her attention to private
practice.
She is an occasional contributor to
medical journals, and belongs to the American

Homoeopathy: in June. 1903, was

Institute of

elected Second Vice-President of the Institute,

and has been chairman of the bureau of pedalogy for the same year; is also a member of the
Illinois State Homoeopathic Association.

MARCUS
111.,

O.

was born

SOUTHWORTH,

jurist.

Aurora.

in Mission, LaSalle County,

111.,

and received his education in the
local schools, Batavia Academy, and the literary
department of Beloit College, from which he
graduated in 1863. He graduated from the law

April

1,

1841,

department of the University of Michigan

in

JOHN SOUDERS.

JOHN SOUDERS

(deceased), pioneer settler

and farmer, Blackberry Township, Kane County, was born Dec. 10, 1807, came to Illinois in
the early '30s and in December, 1835, married
Mary Lance, daughter of William and Margaret
A. Lance.
Mr. Souders became a prosperous
farmer, and died July 27, 1891. His wife. Mary
(Lance) Souders, who was born Sept. 9, 1814.
died March 16, 1904, in her ninetieth year, having spent the last years of her life on the old
homestead with her son Charles Souders. (See
sketch of William Lance and Charles Souders.)

ANNIE W. SPENCER,

physician,

Batavia,

born in West Chicago (then known as
Turner Junction), April 1, 1859, daughter of
William M. Whitney; secured her academic
education in the schools of Naperville and Hins-

MARCUS

111.,

111., and was graduated from Hahnemann
Medical College, Chicago, in 1896. In 1882
she married Dr. E. S. B. Spencer, who practiced medicine in New York prior to his death
in 1891. After her husband's death, Dr. Annie
W. Spencer came west, and began her medical

dale,

O.

SOUTHWORTH.

1871, and the same year began the practice of
law in Aurora. In 1894 he was elected County
Judge of Kane County, an office he has held
to the

present time

(1904).

In politics he

is

and for twenty years has been a
the Aurora Board of Education, of

a Republican,

member

of

which he

is

now

the President.

director of the National

Bank

He

is

of Aurora.

also a
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BARTEN
tavia,

E.

SPERRY,

born

111.,

manufacturer, BaMalone, N. Y., in 1852;

at

educated in the schools of the Empire State,
and came west in 1867; became associated with
his father in a general foundry and machine
shop at Batavia in 1868, but in 1880 this plant
was removed to North Aurora. Mr. Sperry has
been President of the corporation since 1897.

CHARLES
111.,

11.

born

E.

SPILLARD, merchant, Elgin,
where he now resides, Oct.

in the city

1867, son

01

John and Margaret (Anglin)

educated

Spillard;

Elgin, and

in

the

909

education in the East Batavia schools. In early
manhood he engaged in business in Batavia,
and lor several years has been an extensive
dealer in molding sand, marketing his com-

modity mainly in Chicago. Mr. Stanton is the
owner of extensive sand beds at North Aurora,
and also has farming interests at the same
place.
He has served as Highway Commissioner, Street Commissioner (Batavia), and at
the present time

(1903)

is

a

member

of

the

Batavia Board of Aldermen. He was married
in 1880 to Miss Mary Quinlan, of Batavia.

public schools of

merchandising; established himself in the clothing and furnishing
goods business in Elgin in 1897. and has since
built up an extensive track* in that line.
A. H.

trained

SPROWLS,

to

druggist, Elgin,

111.,

born

in

Washington County, Penu
April 29, 1861;
reared
and educated in his native State, and
in 1889 graduated from the Chicago College of
Pharmacy; came to Elgin and opened a drug
,

store at

known

229

National

as Sprowls

Street,

the firm

& Morrow;

being-

at the present

time (1903) is interested as a partner in three
drug stores in Elgin, besides being sole proprietor of a. drug store on Chicago Street. He was
married in June, 1892, to Miss Ellen Riesenordan, of Elgin.

EDWIN

P.

STAFFORD,

Civil

War

veteran,

born in Chautauqua County. N. Y.,
March 17, 1833; came to Illinois with the family
of Marvin P. Houck, in 1843, and Batavia has
since been his home.
On August 6, 1862, he
Batavia,

111.,

enlisted

in

Company

B,

One

Hundred

and

Twenty-fourth Illinois Volunteer Infantry, and
was commissioned First Lieutenant, serving in
the defense of his country until Sept. 16, 1865.
Lieutenant Stafford was promoted to Captain
at Vicksburg in 1863, and was mustered out
of the service with that rank. Returning to Ba
tavia after the war, he has been in business in
that city with the exception of one year spent in
California and one year in the lead mining district of Southwestern Missouri. He was married
in 1857 to Miss Sarah E. Parker, of Montgomery
County, Mo.

THOMAS STANTON,

Batavia, 111., was born
where he now resides, July 1, 1853,
son of Patrick and Sabina Stanton. He grew
to manhood in his native city, and obtained his
in the city

CARLTOX

CARLTON

E.

ST VRRETT.

STARRETT,

M.

physician
Lincoln
County, Me., son of David and Sarah
Chadwick) Starrett, came west with his parents in
his early boyhood, was reared and educated in
Chicago, and Wheaton College, Wheaton, 111.,
where he graduated, receiving the degree of M.
A. in 1887. In 1884 he graduated from Bennett
Medical College, Chicago, and during the following year did editorial work on the "Chicago
Medical Times."
In 1886 he made his home
in Elgin, where he won a very flattering patronage. He took post-graduate work in Rush Medical College at Chicago, and in 1893 was given
the Doctor's degree by that institution. In Bennett College he was Assistant Professor of PhysE.

and surgeon, Elgin,

111.,

born

D.,

in Alna,

(
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Demonstrator of Chemistry in
Medica and Therapeutics during the years 1888 and 1889; in
1887 he was Professor of Chemistry in Wheaton
College, and also Professor of Physiology and
iology in

1884,

1885, Professor of Materia

later Professor of Special Therapeutics in the
Chicago College of Ophthalmology and one of its
Trustees; President of the Cook County Patho
logical Society, of which he was one of the
organizers; a member of the National Association of Military Surgeons; a Fellow of the
American Academy, the Chicago Press Club, and
In 1890 he saw
of various medical societies.
service in the Southwest in Indian warfare.
Since 1890 Dr. Starrett has been in the State
military service, during the Spanish-American
War served as Assistant Surgeon of the Third
Illinois Volunteer Infantry and winning distinction in the West Indies,
on his return
was offered an appointment in the Philippine
expedition but declined.
He still retains his
At the
connection with the Third Regiment.
meeting of the Spanish-American Veterans, at
Springfield, in 1902, he was chosen SurgeonGeneral of Illinois. In 1895 Dr. Starrett spent
several months with the British forces on the
river Nile.
His family consists of his wife,
Jessie L., daughter of Dr. H. K. Whitford, one
of the best known physicians of the State, and
three children, Carl, Kathleen and David.

JOHN N. STAUDT (deceased), pioneer merchant and druggist, Aurora, 111., born near
Frankfort-on-the-Main. Germany, June 27, 1827,
was left an orphan at an early age. and was
reared and educated by an uncle, who gave
Mr.
him thorough training as a druggist.
Staudt came to the United States while still a
young man, and was employed

at his profession

in Buffalo until early in the "50s,
to

Chicago

to take a

when he went

position in a drug store

that city.
After a time he was employed
by the same firm at Naperville, and in 1859,
in company with J. H. Karl, opened a drug
The two remained together
store in Aurora.
for twelve years, when Mr. Staudt assumed
sole charge, while he trained his two sons as
competent druggists. They have succeeded to
the business under the firm name of Staudt
Brothers, and for more than forty years their
establishment has been located on Broadway.
Mr. Staudt died Aug. 1, 1885. and is remembered
as one of the honorable and earnest business
men who did much to promote the growth of
of

Aurora

as

place.

Mr.

a solid and

conservative business
married Nellie Carpenter
Guild in 1859. Her father, Rockwell Guild, was
one of the very early settlers of Downers
Grove. To this marriage were born four children now living: Louis C, Aurora; Albert J.,
Philadelphia; Nellie M. and Fred H., Aurora.

LOUIS

Staudt

STAUDT,

C.

merchant, Aurora,

111.,

where he now resides, May
5, 1861, son of John N. Staudt, whose sketch
appears in this volume, was educated in the
Aurora city schools and the Chicago College of
Pharmacy; engaged in the drug business with
his father in Aurora in 1885, and succeeded to

was born

in the city

the business in company with his brother,
Alfred J. Staudt, as head of the firm of Staudt
Brothers. He is identified with the banking interests of Aurora as a director of the Old

Second National Bank, and is President of the
Improvement Building & Loan Association. He
married in 1893 Miss Anna Allen, daughter of
Edward R. Allen, a pioneer merchant and
banker.

HENRY STEARNS, farmer. Blackberry
Township. Kane County, born in Brattleboro.
Vt., in 1795; reared and educated in the Green
Mountain State; came to Kane County, 111., in
1844, where he resided for many years, later removing to Iowa, but afterwards returned to
Batavia. where he passed the remainder of his
life, dying in 1878.
His wife, whose maiden
name was Emily Church, was also a native of
Vermont and died in Batavia in 1884.
REV.
ister.
14,

C.

STEEGE,

Evangelical Lutheran minborn in Germany, August
came to America with his parents

Dundee,

1841;

111.,

five years of age, locating first at Elk
Grove, Cook County, 111., graduated from the
Concordia Seminary (St. Louis) in 1863, and
entered the ministry the same year; came to

when

Dundee

in 1870.

1864, to Miss

2,

Rev. Steege was married Aug.
Mary Wagner, of Adrian, Mich.

JACOB STEFFES.

farmer, Virgil, Kane Counwas born in Germany in February, 1843, and
came to Kane County, 111., in 1866, where he
bought a farm two miles southwest of Virgil
ty,

postoffice.

He has

devoted himself mainly to
Mr. Steffes

the cultivation of oats and corn.

belongs to

the

German Catholic church. He
12, 1872, to Miss Mary Reu

was married April
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land and of this union have been born nine
five boys and four girls.
Two sons

children

—

and one daughter are now deceased.

WILEY W. STEPHENS, President StephensAdamson Manufacturing Company, Aurora,
Kane County, 111., born at Altona, 111., Oct. 12,
1867, and, when two years of age, removed with
where he attended
His first business engagement was with William Claus, in a general store
at Cowrie, where he remained until 1886, when
he removed to Chicago to accept a position with
the Webster Manufacturing Company of that
city, remaining with this establishment in various capacities until 1896, having charge of
the city sales department for five years previous
to the latter date. Severing his connection with
this company in the latter year, he engaged in
the machinery business under the firm name
of W. W. Stephens & Co., the venture proving
very successful.
In 1898 the Webster Manufacturing Company purchased his entire business, and he returned to that company as stockholder, Vice-President and Director.
In 1901
he removed to Aurora, and with Frederick G.
Adamson of Chicago established the StephensAdamson Manufacturing Company, of which he
is now President.
This company manufactures
a complete line of power-transmitting, elevating and conveying machinery, and their plant
is one of the most complete in the United States
for the manufacture of this class of machinery.
Mr. Stephens is Secretary of the Fox River
Valley Manufacturing Association, having headquarters at Aurora, and is also a member of
the Union League Club of Chicago.
In 1892
he was married to Frances S. Salisbury, daughter of Leroy Salisbury, a merchant of Chicago.

Fox River for water-power. Mrs. Sterwas the first teacher in Geneva. Their
farm was a notable country home in their day,
and they there reared a family of three children.
Mr. Sterling died August 30, 1871, at
across
ling

the
in

until

1880.

SAMUEL STERLING

(deceased),

home of his son-in-law,
Grundy County, 111.

THOMAS STERRICKER

his parents to Cowrie, Iowa,

school
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J.

B.

Moore,

Sr.,

(deceased), farmer,

Kane County, was born May
20, 1818, in Yorkshire, Eng., came to Canada,
where he lived for five years, and then moved to
Otsego County, N. Y., and made his home there
until the spring of 1852.
The latter year he
sought a home in Illinois, and purchased a
Elgin, Township,

farm two and a half miles southwest of Elgin.
He was married Dec. 25, 1840, to Elizabeth
Fitzgerald, born in Otsego County, N. Y., Oct.
24,

1821,

children:

and who became the mother of four
Irving W., Mary E., William H. H.,

and Alice
living.

—

J.
the latter the only child
Mr. Sterricker diea March 2, 1900.

now

pioneer.

Geneva, 111., born in Connecticut; was reared
and educated in his native State, and removed
to New York, where he married Cornelia Latbruf, also Connecticut
born.
They became
pioneers in Michigan as well as Illinois, settling in the former State prior to 1830, and
removing to Kane County, 111., four years later.
The farm, which was their home near Geneva
for many years and where they died, is now the
home of their grandson, John S. Moore. It
was bought directly from the Government by
Mr. Sterling, and there he erected the first
house in Geneva, and constructed the first dam

wit

WILLIAM

KER.
H.

STERRICKER.

farmer, Elgin

Township, Kane County, was born Nov. 16, 1846,
in Otsego County, N. Y., and was brought by

Kane County, 111., when six years
His education was secured in the pubschools and Elgin Academy, and in his man-

his parents to
of age.
lic
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From

hood he worked at farm labor.
the time of his death he

1889 until

was Highway Commis-

sioner and greatly improved the roads in his
He died
district; from 1890 he was Supervisor.
Feb.

1898.

2,

CHARLES

STEVENS

C.

druggist, Batavia,

N.

Nov.

J.,

111.,

coming

to

Illinois in 1851,

22, 1797,

and

located on a farm

Kane County, where he passed

the remainder
John Stewart, the subject of this
sketch, remained under the parental roof until
twenty-two years of age, meanwhile enjoying
in

of his

life.

(deceased), former

was born
the

1828,

18.

Renfrewshire, Scotland, born Dec.

at Beatyestown.
son of Robert and

was reared and eduin 1855 came
west locating at Geneva, 111., where he was
engaged in the hardware trade up to the date
Clarissa (Carter) Stevens,
cated

of the Civil

In September, 1861, he en-

War.

the

in

listed

native State, and

his

in

Thirty-sixth

Illinois

Volunteer

was organized at Camp Hammond near Aurora, but later was transferred to
the Fifty-second Illinois, also a Kane County
regiment, in which he served during its period
of enlistment up to 1864, when he entered the
Commissary Department, remaining until the
Infantry, which

close of the war. He then engaged in the drug
business at Batavia, in which he continued until
Mr.
his death, which occurred Feb. 4, 1903.
Stevens was united in marriage in 1858 to Miss
Mary S. Wells, daughter of Capt. C. B. Wells,

Geneva.

of

THOMAS STEWART,

miller.

Charles.

St.

a native of Montreal, Canada, where

is

111.,

he-

and where he received
his early education. In 1862 he came to Rockford, 111., and was engaged there as a miller
for some six years.
In 1868 he assisted in the

was born April

8,

1838,

establishment of the firm of Stewart Brothers,
111., and remained in that city
removed to St. Charles, where
he had bought the old Fredenhagens Mill, and

millers, at Elgin,

until 1884; then

carried

it

on until

its

destruction by

fire

in

The mill was rebuilt, and is now leased
the Crown Electrical Company. For a num-

1895.
to

ber of years Mr. Stewart has leased and
operated the old Hains Mills, one of St. Charles'
oldest landmarks. In Elgin he served as Alderman four years. He was reared a Presbyterian,

but

is

now

a

member

of the Methodist Church.

He was married Jan. 22, 1867,
McClenathan, of Montreal.

HON.

JOHN STEWART,

dealer and legislator, Elburn,

Fredericton,

New

Brunswick,

to

lumber
was born in

farmer,
111.,

Aug.

Thomas and Jane Stewart.
Thomas Stewart, was a native

son of

Miss Martha

10,

The
of

1825,

father,

Inverkip,

such educational advantages as the schools ot
In 1848 he located
a* St. Charles, 111., but shortly afterwards removed to Wausau. Marathon County, Wis.,
where he engaged in the lumber trade with his
brother. Alexander Stewart, and where he is
those early days afforded.

still

largely

interested

in

the

same

business,

though making his
home in Illinois. Some years ago Mr. Stewart
purchased land near Elburn, in Campton Township, where he has since resided, and his estate
at the present time embraces a farm of 1,000
as

well

as

in

California,

land.
He is also a stockholder in the Bank of John Stewart & Co., at
Charles, 111., and the owner of banking
St.
interests at Wausau, Wis., and Gering, Neb.
In
1884 Mr. Stewart was elected Representative in

acres of excellent

the Illinois Legislature, was re-elected in 1SS6.
and again in 1898, serving three terms. During
his term of service, he was Chairman of the
Committee on Claims; also a member of the
Committee of Appropriations to Public Char-
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Mr.
and the Penitentiary Committee.
Stewart was an earnest Republican, and his
period of service in the General Assembly embraced some of the most vigorously contested
struggles that have ever occurred in that body,
including the long contest which resulted in the
election of Gen. John A. Logan to the United
States Senate, for a third term during the sesities,

sion

of

and

1885,

the

election

of

the

late

Charles B. Farwell as Logan's successor, two
years later. On Oct. 20, 1857, Mr. Stewart was
married to Martha A. Thomas, daughter of
William and Eliza (Burt) Thomas, natives of
Massachusetts. Mr. and Mrs. Stewart have been
the parents of five children, viz.: Thomas B.,
born Sept. 28, 1858; Eliza, born Feb. 14, 1861;
Mary E., born Dec. 30, 1864, died Dec. 17, 1866;
Mattie. born .Ian. 4, 1867; and Nellie L., born
May. 22, 1873. About May 1, 1904. Mr. Stewart
returned from an extended tour around the
world, then being in his 79th year. For many
years he has been an extensive traveler, both
in his

own country and

abroad.

Scotch and
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New England

ancestry.

His father,

who was a native of New Brunswick, came to
Kane County in 1848, and here the son received
his educational

training in the schools of El-

burn and Geneva, being meanwhile trained to
life as a farmer.
He gave his attention mainly
to this business and to stock-raising until 1899,
when, in company with his father and E. F.
Goodell, he bought out the banking house of
Bowman, Warne & Stewart, at St. Charles, an
institution in which his father had been interested for

many

The name

years.

of the firm

then became John Stewart & Co., and Thomas
B. Stewart became principal manager of the
business, although for several years previous
he had been connected with the management
of the St. Charles bank as representative of his
father's interest.
The Stewart banking house,
although not the oldest in Kane County, is one
of those most widely known for its stability
and approved business methods. In 1900 Mr.
Stewart removed to Aurora, which has since
been his home. He is closely identified with
important business interests throughout Kane
County. In 1884 he was united in marriage
with Miss Abbie Vanderhoof, daughter of Levi
and Esther (Terry) Vanderhoof, of Campton
Township, Kane County, and they have two
children. Esther and John.
Mr. Stewart's political affiliations have for many years been
with the Republican party, and for twenty years
he has been a member of the County Central
Committee.

WILLIAM STEWART,

veteran of the Civil
born in Tompkins County,
N. Y., in 1836; came to Geneva, 111., in 1854,
where he lived until 1862, when he enlisted

War, Batavia,

in the

111.,

Union army and was mustered into the

Eighty-ninth Regiment of Illinois Volunteer
Infantry, serving until July 25, 1865; located
at Batavia in 1867, where he has since resided.
He was married in 1867 to Miss Viola Gasper,
of Geneva, 111.

REV.

THOMAS

THOMAS
man and

B.

in

1858,

Thomas)

leading

business

Kane County, 111.,
Campton Township, Kane County,

Sept.
(

STEWART.

STEWART,

banker,

was born
28,

B.

Aurora,

the

Stewart,

son

of

John and Martha

who were

respectively of

JONATHAN

C.

STOUGHTON,

clergy-

Aurora, 111., was
County, Ohio, Nov. 3, 1S20
Almira (Clapp) Stoughton.
he secured his education in
the early district schools of Ohio. After coming to Illinois in 1838, he worked his way
through Knox College, at Galesburg, graduat-

man, lecturer and
born in Ashtabula
son of Henry and
Reared on a farm,

educator,

ing from that institution in

1846.

The same
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At Santa Fe, N. M., he had charge of the old
English Mission. Returning to Chicago he was
successively pastor of the Asbury, the Winter

year he joined the Rock River Conference of
the Methodist Episcopal church, and began his
long and useful career as a minister of the gospel.
In 1864 he first came to Aurora, and two
years later, under authority of the Conference,
he built Jennings Seminary, one of the noteu
educational

institutions

of

the

State.

From

1858 to 1860 he was pastor at Freeport, and in
1860 served as Delegate to the General Conference of the church at Buffalo, N. Y. Later he

Street,

Grove.

State Street and the 54th
Chicago, and the church at

the

churches,

He

died in Aurora,

March

Street

Sugar

18, 1900.

In

1870 he was an independent candidate for Congress against Gen. Farnsworth. Dr. Stoughton

was

first

married

Cheritre, of

Miss

in

1847,

to

New York

State,

and

Amanda

in 1881, as his

second wife, to Miss Mary J. Leet. of Bradford,
111., who is still living in Aurora.
His only surviving child is Mrs. Stella Ament, of Ross. Ind.

JOHN C. STRADER. druggist. Geneva. 111.,
born in West Martinsburg, Lewis County. N. Y.,
Aug. 28, 1840, removed to the west ten years
later with his parents, who made their home in
St. Charles. 111.
There he received a good
private school education, was employed as clerk
in a dry-goods
store for a time, and then
learned the drug business, in which he has been

engaged almost continuously

to the present
connected with a
drug store in Geneva, and in 1885 was appointed
Postmaster by President Cleveland, retaining
the office until 1899. For two years afterward
he was in the employ of the Glucose Works
at Geneva, when he again entered the drug
trade as an employe of the pioneer druggist,
F. K. Eddowes.
In 1897 he bought out his
employer, and has continued the business up
Mr. Strader has been
to the present time.

In

time.

JONATHAN

C.

STOUGHTON.

was located at Champaign, where he erected a
building and founded the Champaign and Ur
bana Seminary, which was afterwards absorbed
by the University of Illinois. During the Civil

War

he was a strong worker for the cause of

the Union, doing

much

in recruiting troops

and

Gov. Yates issued him a
Captain's commission, but he never commanded
inspiring the people.

As Chaplain of the One Hundred
and Twenty-seventh Volunteer Infantry he
found an appropriate field of labor. After the
war he was pastor of Grace church. Chicago.
and then devoted several years to the agency
work of the Rock River Conference devoting
much time to temperance lectures and the editing of a temperance paper. For a time he traveled in Europe, and afterward filled pastorates
in Aurora, Rock Falls, Rochelle and Wyanet.
a company.

1881

he became

prominent in the local councils of the Democracy, and was the Democratic candidate for
Treasurer in 1894.
He is a member of the
Masonic fraternity, and also belongs to the
Modern Woodmen of America. His first wife
was Miss Jennie Fritts, of St. Charles, and
after her death he married Miss Delia S. Moore,
daughter of John B. Moore.
Bessie Strader
was born of the first marriage, and Ruth Moore
Strader was born of the second marriage.

ABRAHAM STRAUSS

(deceased), merchant,
Rappenau. Baden, Germany, Jan. 2o.
1850, was reared to manhood and educated in

born

in

his native country.

t

lie

He prepared

coming to Elgin
employment of his cousin,

teacher, but on

himself as a

in 1869. entered

L.

Adler, as a

clothing salesman, retaining that connection for
ten years.
In 1879 he engaged in the clothing

business for himself. He soon became one o;
the leading merchants of Elgin, and was very
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To meet the demands of his
business in 1890 he completed the
Strauss Block, one of the principal business
He maintained a high
buildings of Elgin.

highly regarded.

daga County, N.

growing

his parents to

standing in the Masonic fraternity. On March
29, 1882, he married Bertha Adler, who was a
daughter of Leopold and Rose Adler, and to
them were born two children: Edgar Leon and
Louis Saran. Mr. Strauss died Sept. 16, 1902.

GEORGE STRICKLAND

(deceased), pioneer
Aurora, Kane County, 111., born in Widmore, near Bristol, England, in 1816; came to
the United States when a boy fourteen years
of age, and was apprenticed to the wagon-makers' trade at Skeneateles, N. Y.; in 1835 came
west, locating first in Chicago, and, in 1838,
removed to Aurora, where, for a time, he was
engaged in the wagon-making business as a
junior member of the firm of Hall & Strickland.
Later he became connected with George
McCollum, the pioneer wagon-maker of Ausettler,

employ for many years.
removed to Iowa and settled on a farm in Chickasaw County, where he
died in 1860.
His wife, whose maiden name
was Olive Sheldon, died at their Iowa home
remaining

rora,

in 1883.

SUGAR GROVE MANUAL AND TRAINING
SCHOOL, an

educational institution founded
by Prof. F. H. Hall, Thomas Judah, L. H. Gillett, Mrs. Ruth Snow, and others, in 1875, for
the purpose of training students in the ele-

ments
to

fit

of agriculture, teaching, practical

them

work

departments of the school, and

for similar

work

in other schools.

Prof. Hall, an educator of note

and author

of

valuable text-books, was its principal
for eleven years, leaving it well established in

several

Miss M. E. Petty, now Mrs. Frank Snow.
Sugar Grove, conducted it for several years,

1887.
of

and.

in

became

1899,
its

Prof.

head.

E.

M. Harris, of Aurora,

Under

his

management

it

has gained in every way, especially as a fitting
school for college and university life, its students being freely admitted to the higher institutions upon his recommendation.
Prof.
Harris has introduced a business school, which
The school has
is receiving much patronage.
a library of 500 volumes.

29,

1836;

1837,

came with

where he grew

up and obtained his education

in

the

public

schools; served from September, 1861, to April,

Seventh Regiment

1862, in the

Illinois

Volun-

War, being discharged on the latter date on account of
disability.
Mr. Sutfin was married in 1863 to
teer Infantry during the Civil

Isabella Grant.

WILLIAM SUTFIN,

pioneer settler, Batavia,
born at Northumberland, Saratoga County.
N. Y.
obtained a limited common-school education, and came to Dundee, 111., in 1837, removing with his family to Batavia in 1838.
He was a millwright by trade, and was one of
the pioneer mill-builders of the Fox River ValMr. Sutfin was twice married, his first
ley.
union being with Lucy Ann Wilson in 1829,
and after her death, Abigail D. Wescott, of
111.,

;

became

Naperville,

111.,

Dundee

1896.

in

He

his wife.

died

at

EDGAR

DAVID W. SUTFIN,
Kane County,

111.;

farmer, Dundee Town-

born at Tully, Onon-

D.

SWAIN,

dentist,

Batavia,

111.,

born in Westford, Vt., Aug. 14, 1836, son of
Dr. Marcus and Charlotte (Woodbury) Swain,
descends on his father's side from Richard
Swain, who came from England in 1635, and
settled at Hampton, N. H., and on the maternal
side from the family which gave to the United
States Levi Woodbury, the distinguished jurist
and statesman.
Edgar D. Swain received a
public school and academic education in Vermont,
and studied dentistry at Saratoga
Springs, N. Y.
In 1857 he went to Oshkosh,
Wis., where he practiced dentistry for about
a year, when he removed to Aurora, 111., spending there a short time before opening his office
in Batavia.
Soon after the breaking out of
the Civil War he raised a company for service,
which became Company I, Forty-second Illinois
Volunteer Infantry, being mustered in Sept.
17, 1861, with him as Captain.
On September
21 the regiment went to Benton Barracks, St.
Louis, Mo., and participated during that fall
in the campaigns under Generals Fremont and
Hunter, and during the winter of 1861-2 was
transferred to the
the following
berland.

Army

summer

of the Mississippi,

to the

Army

of the

and

Cum-

Captain Swain was promoted Lieuten-

10, 1863, and April 13. 1864,
commissioned Colonel, though he was
never mustered in as such. He was in command of the regiment from November, 1863,

ant-Colonel Oct.

was

ship,

Aug.

Dundee in

in his

In 1857 Mr. Strickland

in the various

Y.,

9J5
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orders he assumed
Third Brigade, Second Division, Fourth Army Corps, which command he
retained till Dec. 16, 1865, when he joined his
regiment for final muster out at Springfield, 111.,
That the regiment saw hard
Jan. 12, 1866.
service is shown by the fact that 1,824 men, all
told, were mustered into its companies, and
only 250 men remained to be mustered out.
until July, 1865,

command

Colonel Swain participated in fifty-one battles,

and was wounded at New Hope Church, Ga.,
June 3, 1864. After the war he made his home
in Chicago, where he practiced dentistry until
1898, when he retired, removing to Seneca
Falls, N. Y., but

in 1902 he again returned to

As a microscopist and histologist
Colonel Swain has been well known throughout the West for many years. He was one of
Batavia.

the organizers of the Chicago College of Denbeing its first Secretary and Treasurer.

tistry,

1885

In

faculty

and

he became
of

filled

JOSEPH

when by

of the

Dean

of

the

reorganized

chant,

St.

SWITZER, lumber and

E.

Charles,

Cook County,
and Harriet

111.,

111.,

was born

coal mer-

in Palatine,

Samuel
and was

Sept. 20, 1857, son of

(Towner)

Switzer,

brought by his parents to St. Charles when he
was ten years old. His education was obtained
in the local schools of Palatine and St. Charles,
and Elgin Academy. His first business experience was farming, which he followed for four
years in St. Charles Township; from 1885 until
1893, he was engaged in contracting and building in Elgin, and was in the same business in
St. Charles from 1893 to 1900.
In the latter
year he bought an interest in the West Side
Lumber Company of St. Charles, of which he
is Secretary and Manager.
In 1880 he was
married to Miss Carrie Seaman, of Cortland
Township, Kane County, who died Dec. 17,
1898.
Mr. Switzer was married a second time
in January, 1900, to Miss Belle Townsend.
daughter of W. H. Townsend, of Sycamore.
i

Northwestern Dental College,
He
that position about four years.
the

JOSEPH

M.

SWITZER

(deceased), farmer,

has filled the positions of President in the following Societies connected with his profession:
Chicago Dental Society. Odontological Society
of Chicago, and Illinois State Dental Society.
Colonel Swain was Commander of the Department of Illinois, G. A. R., for two terms, and
served one term as Senior Vice Commanderin-Chief of the National Encampment, G. A. R...
and for two terms was Commander of Geo. H.
Thomas Post, No. 5, Chicago. His interest in
military affairs has continued since the war.

Rutland Township, Kane County, 111., born in
Toronto. Canada, May 21, 1822; came with his
mother to Kane County in 1838. and in 1844
purchased a 120-acre farm in Rutland Township, where he resided until his death, Feb.
28, 1882; politically a Republican and served
as Justice of the Peace twelve years. On Feb.
13, 1851, he married Miss Alice Smith, who,

and he has served four years six months as
Major, Lieutenant-Colonel and Colonel of the
He
First Regiment, Illinois National Guard.
is a member of the Loyal Legion, and was appointed by Governor Altgeld a member of the
Commission to locate the position of the Illinois regiments on the battlefield of Chattanooga
and vicinity. Colonel Swain was married, in
1869, to Miss Clara Smith, daughter of Benjamin Smith, an early settler of Chicago.

Charles,

JOHN W. SWAINB,

farmer and stock-dealer,

born in Saratoga, N. Y., Dec. 22,
1832; came to Kane County. 111., in 1844 and
in 1861 enlisted in Company I, Eighth Illinois
Blburn,

111.,

Cavalry, for service in the Union army;

dis-

account of disability in August,
1862, when he returned to Kane County, where
he has since resided. On Nov. 24, 1868, he was
married to Sophia Piatt.

charged

with their three children,

is still

SAMUEL SWITZER.

retired

111.,

was born

living.

farmer,

St.

in Toronto, Canada,

May

son of Joseph Switzer, and was eduthe schools of his native city.
In
1849 he came to St. Charles, 111., with his
father, who bought a large farm near that
place, where the father and son lived together
until the former's death in 1853.
The son retained his interest in the farm until 1856, when
8,

1829,

cated

in

he sold out and removed to Cook County, where
he continued farming. In 1868 he returned to
Kane County, and bought a farm which he
actively cultivated until 1901, when he rented
though still living there retired. He was
it,
married in St. Charles Township, Kane County,
on June 16, 1853, to Harriet Turner, daughter
of Alexander Turner, of St. Charles Township.

on

PH1LO SYLLA (deceased), inventor and
manufacturer, was born in Pembroke, N. H.,
Oct. 12, 1806 r his father

was Benjamin

Cilley
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and his mother Mary Morey.

Left an orphan

at the age of about eight years, he

was taken

Massachusetts by a Mr. Green, who died a
few years later, when the boy was sent back
to his former home and bound out, being allowed only six months in school during his
servitude. At the age of eighteen, in company
with four cousins all Cilleys he started for
the Far West and reached the Western Reserve
in Ohio, where they all changed the style of
their names, the subject of this sketch adopting
After remaining in Ohio
Sylla as his name.
about two years, he returned to New Hampshire and was soon thereafter appointed Captain of a militia company, which office he held
for many years.
In 1831 he was married to
Lavina Huntoon, of Salisbury, N. H., and of
James
this union there were four children.
Sylla, of this family, was educated in Elgin
public schools, Knox College and graduated at
Rochester University, N. Y.; in 1856 taught in
to

—

—

Raymond

Collegiate Institute, N. Y.; was Prin1858-9
and a ProElgin Academy
fessor in Chicago University (1860-61), dying
Sarah
at Friendship. N. Y.. in January, 1865.
Jane (Sylla) Smith attended the public schools
in
Elgin and taught there and in Elgin
Academy; married Edwin J. Smith in 1859, died
Wm. F. Sylla (sketch elsewhere).
in 1881.
cipal

of

(

)

Edwin

Sylla, educated in the public schools of
Elgin and Elgin Academy, served as Captain
of Company H, Tenth Illinois Infantry, in War
of the Rebellion, was Chief of Elgin Fire Department, a Republican in politics, and died at

Among the earliest
Elgin, June 28, 1875.
manufacturers in Elgin, 111., was Capt. Philo
Sylla, who came from Wilmot Flat, N. H., in
July, 1837, and located a claim just west of
the present city of Elgin.

Mr. Sylla was both

an inventor and a mechanic. He had a shop on
his farm where he built fanning mills and
about the year 1839 constructed a thrashing
machine. The latter had an entirely new feature, consisting of a fan for cleaning the grain

passed through the machine instead of
Oscar and Edward Lawrence, who are now living in Elgin, both assisted in thus thrashing grain on Mr. Sylla's
farm, and William G. Todd says that he also
well remembers the first thrashing machine
"After he had thrashed
that Mr. Sylla built.
his own grain with this experimental machine
and made some minor improvements, he moved
it
to my father's (James Todd's) farm, and

as

it

winnowing by hand.

thrashed the
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crop of grain raised there.
moved on to the place now
known as the William Wing farm, on Highland Avenue, where thrashing went on until
noon; but while the men were absent at dinner,

Having

first

finished, he

the straw took
stroyed."

Mr.

fire

Sylla

and the machine was
built

a

second

de-

thrasher

which was used on several farms in the neighboring towns.
Of this machine Mr. Robert
Corron, who is still living on the same land
he entered in 1835, says:
"In the year 1840 I
bought a thrashing machine built by Philo
Elgin.
It was named
the 'Prairie
and was the first machine that both
thrashed and cleaned grain ever used in this
country.
Two hundred bushels of wheat, or
four
hundred bushels of oats, could be
thrashed and cleaned in a day; this was won-

Sylla

at

Queen.'

derful in those times!"

In 1842 Mr. Sylla left

farm and moved into a house of his own
construction on the corner of North State and
Washington streets, Elgin, building a shop on
his

the opposite side of the street, where, together

with Charles Webster, he continued to manufacture hand fanning mills, thrashing machines
and horse-power tread-mills.
Alfred Hadlock
was soon after taken into the firm, and improvements were made in the machines and
horse-power by using a "tumbling rod" instead
of a belt to convey power.
Mr. Sylla soon left

manufacture of thrashers, etc., to Alfred
Hadlock and George W. Renwick, while he
devoted all his energies to the improvement
and manufacture of reaping machines.
He
bought a patent and built machines, but his
first
efforts,
which were "headers," proved
failures, and he found that he had risked and
lost his farm on the venture.
In the year 1850
Mr. Sylla built a reaping machine upon which
the grain was raked and bound by hand.
In
1851 improvements were made, and combined
for cutting grain or grass, and a hinged cutting bar was used.
Three or four machines
were built. In 1852 further improvements were
made, and the hinged cutting bar and a reel
without a continuous shaft was later adopted.
The raking and binding were done by four men
who rode upon the machine under a canopy
which covered the entire platform, and the
bundles of grain were carried upon the
machine for each shock and dumped in place
for setting up in the field.
A copartnership
was formed and these machines were manufactured by Sylla & Adams, Augustus Adams,
the
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for several years a

member

of the State Leg-

from Kane County, being the partner.
The first patent secured was issued to Philo
Sylla and Augustus Adams on reaping and
islature

mowing machines, being granted

Sept. 20, 1853.

In 1855 Philo Sylla obtained additional patents
for improvements on reaping and mowing

was taken with typhoid fever and, after several
weeks, was detailed as one of a guard of honor
which accompanied the remains

of his

First

—

Lieutenant to Elgin, 111., for burial Private
Sylla being conveyed during the entire journey
by his friends on a cot. He was honorably discharged upon the medical certificate of Surgeon

A

double-hinge folding sickle-bar
without a continuous shaft, for
reaping and mowing machines, were strictly
Philo Sylla's inventions, and these have since
proved to be of the greatest value to the entire
world, having been generally adopted and being
still in use on all the leading mowers and reapers manufactured in this country, and throughout the world. The invention of a hinge for
attaching a sickle or cutter-bar to a reaping

machines.

and a

reel,

and mowing-machine was revealed to Mr. Sylla
in a dream, and he was enabled at once to
complete the machine he had worked upon for
Machines utilizing these inseveral years.
ventions were manufactured in Elgin by Sylla
& Adams during 1852-4; by Sylla, Seward &
Co.. in 1855-6; and by Sylla & Adams in 1857.
The great financial crash of 1857 brought misfortune, and the valuable patents were sold to
C. Aultman & Co., of Canton, Ohio, to whom
they were reissued and proved to be of great
money value and an immense source of revenue.
Mr. Sylla was a Baptist and a Deacon in the
Elgin church for nearly twenty years. In politics

he was a Free-Soiler,

lican.

the

He was

village

elected

the

Whig and Repubfirst

and town of Elgin

President
in

1846,

of

and

always took a lively interest in all public matters.
About 1845 he and four other citizens
Elgin erected at their own cost the first
school house built in Elgin, and the building
of

is

still

standing in West Elgin.

died at Elgin,

WILLIAM

May

F.

Philo Sylla

12, 1870.

SYLLA,

City and

Town

Clerk,

was born in Elgin Aug. 6, 1840. the
son of Philo and Lavina (Huntoon) Sylla,
natives of New Hampshire, and was educated
in the public schools of that city and at the
Elgin Academy.
While a student in Elgin
Elgin,

111.,

Academy he gave instruction to classes to defray expenses, and also taught a district school
for a time.
In July, 1861, he enlisted in Company A, Thirty-sixth Regiment Illinois Volunteers, and was detailed as a clerk for the
Regimental Quartermaster. The regiment arrived at Rolla, Mo., Sept. 29. 1861.
Here he

H.

M.

Crawford, of

Dec. 25. 1861.

Company

D,

June

Camp
25,

Douglas.

Chicago,

1862. he re-enlisted in

Sixty-seventh

Illinois

(a

three-

months' regiment) and was appointed Quartermaster Sergeant of the Post at Camp Douglas,
serving until discharged by reason of expiration of service, Sept. 25, 1862. Early in October
he was employed as clerk by the Commissary
of General Quimby's Division at Corinth, and
was with General Grant's army during the
Tallahatchie campaign. Suffering much of the
time from malaria and typhoid fever, he was
sent north from the Foundry Hospital at Memphis, Tenn., by Surgeon A. L. Clark, in January, 1862.
In the summer of 1863 he was with
General White's expedition on the Big Sandy
River, Ky., and in August was appointed clerk
for James C. Rankin. Division Commissary of
General Hascall's Division, Twenty-third Army
Corps, and was with General Burnside's expedition to East Tennessee in August and September, 1863; was at Knoxville during the siege
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of that city by rebel General Longstreet and,

December, 1863, was sent on a special mission over the Cumberland Mountains on horseback to Danville, Ky., and to Chicago. Upon
his return to Knoxville he found that Commissary Rankin had resigned and returned to
Chicago. He at once was tendered a position
in

and served as clerk for Post Commissary Capt.
James Miller, of the Sixty-fifth Illinois, at
Knoxville,

Tenn.,

reorganization of
the Army of the Ohio, Twenty-third Army
Corps, preparatory to the Atlanta campaign.
In February, 1864, he was promoted to the position of Chief Clerk to Col. R. B. Treat, Chief

Commissary on the
for the

Army

until

the

staff of

Gen.

J.

M. Schofield,

of the Ohio, Twenty-third

Army

remaining in this position nearly two
years, when, in April, 1865, he was recommended by General Schofield for appointment
as Commissary of Subsistence, with the rank
of Major, for assignment as Disbursing Commissary, but a general order from the War
Department, Washington, made further appointments impossible.
Mr. Sylla was connected
with the Atlanta campaigns and accompanied
the Twenty-third Army Corps to Pulaski,
Tenn.; was at the battles of Columbia, Spring
Hill, Franklin and Nashville, went with the
Corps, via Washington, D. C, to Wilmington,
N. C; was at the battle of Kinston, and was
present at the meeting of Sherman's and
Schofield's armies at Goldsboro, and remained
at Raleigh. N. C, until the latter part of September, 1865, returning with General Schofield's headquarters to Cincinnati in October,
and to his home in Elgin in November, 1865,
making a service in connection with the Union
army of four years and four months. He is a
member of the Grand Army of the Republic
and Secretary of the Thirty-sixth Regiment,
Corps,

Illinois

Volunteers'

Association.

After

more

than four years' service in the War of the
Rebellion, having returned to his home in
Elgin, he was a partner of his former Captain, M. B. Baldwin, in the drug business for
a year, but finding this occupation too confining,
he"

in company with his father and brother
engaged in the foundry business.
In the

spring of 1874 he was solicited to be a candidate for Alderman in the new Fifth Ward
of Elgin, and was elected over his opponent.
Joslyn, being re-elected the following spring
over Arwin E. Price. In March, 1875, upon his
resignation as Alderman, he was appointed
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City Clerk of Elgin, a position which by successive appointments he held for five years. In
1880 the city having organized under the GenState Law, he was elected City Clerk for

eral

the term of two years, and has been re-elected
consecutively since that date. In 1875 he was

Town

and has held that
making a record of holdCity Clerk and Town Clerk,
Clerk,

also

elected

office

since that date,

ing the offices of

same

at the

time, for the term of twenty-eight

He was

years.

Board

also elected

Secretary of the

Education in 1877; was elected a
member of the Board of Education and Secretary the following year, and held these positions for sixteen years, consecutively.
He has
been a deacon in the Baptist church of Elgin
for twenty-four years.
No man holding office
under the present city regime is more deserving of success and esteem, having made a
of

record in his present official position of which
any citizen might feel proud. Mr. Sylla was
married Dec. 5, 1871, to Kate E. Raymond, only
daughter of George B. Raymond, and they have
had four children: Mary E. (now Mrs. Edward
R. Davery), Daisy A., George B. R., and Marguerite K. Sylla.
Mr. Sylla and family are

members
and he

of

is

the

First

Baptist

church,

Elgin,

a Deacon and Clerk of the church.

In politics he

is

a Republican.

TANNER, pioneer farmer and merAurora, 111.; born at Watertown, Jefferson County, N. Y., Feb. 17, 1815; came to
Kane County. 111., in September, 1835, locating
on a tract of government land, and eventually
W.

A.

chant,

became the owner

of a

large

estate

in

Kane

County, as well as land in Kansas and Minnesota;

became interested

ness

in

1855,

in the

conducting

a

hardware

successful

busi-

trade

He
Anna Make-

until the time of his death, Dec. 29, 1892.

was married July
peace,

who

9,

died Oct.

1840, to Miss
1.

1900, leaving eight living

Eugene, Henry R., Mrs. Florence Pattison, Mrs. Amy Johnson. Imogene,
Mrs. Mary Hopkins, Mrs. Martha Thornton and
George W.
children, viz.:

RALPH
Lily Lake,

C.

TAYLOR,

111.;

physician and surgeon.
born at Milburn, Lake County,
1869; obtained his preliminary

111.,
Nov. 12,
education in the public schools of his native

(Michigan)
College,
the
Hillsdale
Northern Indiana Normal School (department
of pharmacy), and received his medical train-

village,

HISTORY OF KANE COUNTY.

920

ing in the College of Physicians and Surgeons
(Chicago); began practicing at Lily Lake in
1897; married on May 23, 1900, Irene L. Stewart.

FRANK

TAZEWELL,

B.

farmer.

Plato

Township, Kane County, born in Rutland
Township, Kane County, Jan. 23, 1866, son of
James B. and Mary J. (Moore) Tazewell, was
reared on the farm and educated in the public
school, Elgin Academy and Drew's Business
College at Elgin; purchased a farm at East
Piato in 1895, where he has since maintained
his home, and where he engaged in dairy farming and stock-feeding. He has held local offices,
and has taken a keen interest in the welfare of
the public schools of his neighborhood. He was
married in 1895 to Miss Lulu Doty, daughter of
Edward Doty, of Hampshire Township, Kane
County,
child

Is

who died
Lynn E.

August, 1900.

in

Their only

father on a place southwest of Gilbert's, Kane
County. In 1865 he purchased a farm on which
he made his home until 1899.
That year he
bought a home in Elgin, to which he retired,
giving up active labor on account of the infirmities of age.
In public life he served as
School Director and pathmaster, and was always deeply interested in the public welfare.
He was well liked by his neighbors. He was
married, April 13, 1859, to Miss Mary J. Moore,
in Will County, 111., who was born Jan. 28, 1838,
and of this union were born six children:
James M.; Elizabeth; Margaret E.; Frank B.:

David

D.,

who

died

March

11.

1903;

and Wil-

liam H.

LESTER TEEPLE, farmer and stock-raiser.
Dundee Township, Kane County, was born in
Woodstock, Canada, in 1851, son of Pellum C.
Teeple. The father was reared in Canada, and,
in his early years, took part in the Canadian
Rebellion of 1837, and on this account was
compelled to seek refuge in the United States.
For a time he worked on the old Illinois and
Michigan Canal, then in process of construction, and later secured employment at the milling trade, in Newburg. Rockford and elsewhere in Illinois.
He married at Newburg,
Mary A. Gleason. daughter of one of the
pioneers of that region, and having received a
full pardon for his participation in the rebellion, he went back to Canada to care for his
father and mother.
After a residence in
Canada of twelve years, he returned to Illinois
ann established his home at Woodstock, where
the son, Lester Teeple, received his education
in the public schools, and in Todd's Academy.

Lester Teeple engaged in the lumber and coal

trade in Marengo.

111.,

in

this business there

and

at other points for sev-

eral years.

JAMBS

JAMES
579

B.

Orange

II.

TAZEWELL

TAZEWELL
Street,

Elgin,

(deceased),
retired

late

of

farmer for

many

years, was born in England, Jan. 12, 1838,
came to Kane County, 111., when six years old,
in company with his parents, and here was
his

home

until

his

death. Oct.

6,

1902.

His

education was secured in the public schools,
after which he engaged in farming with his

In 1881 he

ship,

Kane

oldest

settlers of

1874,

came

to

and continued

Dundee Town-

County, and entered into the
business of dairy-fanning and breeding thor
oughbred stock, which he continued until 1908.
The latter year he turned his attention to
stock-feeding, in which he is now largely engaged.
In 1875 Mr. Teeple married Miss Ada
Mason, daughter of David Mason, one of the
in

June, 1903.

Dundee Township, who

parents of six children:
L.

died

Mr. and Mrs. Teeple are the

Lynn and Kenneth

G.

David

P.,

Hugh

M.,

(both deceased). Con-

stance W., and Collson.
The living
of the family still reside in Dundee.

members
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JOSEPH TEFFT
surgeon, Elgin,
Y.,

Aug.

26,

1888.

tion,
Vt.;

was born at Lebanon, N.
and died in Elgin, 111., Aug.

1812,

29,

(deceased), physician and

111.,

He obtained a good academic

and studied medicine

came

Jonathan

with

west

who

Tefft,

at

his

County, near Elgin, in 1826.
Tefft

removed

where he died in

farm

a

to

in

family,

father's

in

Cook

Later the elder
Elgin Township,

Dr. Tefft

1866.

was the

first

resident physician in Elgin, and was also the

owner of a farm, part of which is now in Lord's
Park in Elgin. He continued in practice in
Elgin until 1875, and during this time was interested in many important business and social
enterprises in this city, and especially was
active in developing its growth as a great dairy
center.
He was the first Mayor of Elgin, and
for five terms in succession held that

LESLIE

TEFFT

office.

physician
and surgeon, Elgin. 111., was born in Elgin, Aug.
26, 1848, the son of Dr. Joseph Tefft, whose
home was then located on what is now the site
of the City Hall.
His education was obtained
at the Elgin Academy, and Notre Dame UniverIn 1887 he graduated
sity, of South Bend. Ind.
from Rush Medical College, of Chicago, and

opened an

E.

a

(deceased),

for the practice of his profes-

office

sion in Elgin.

Here he continued until within

few years prior

his death,

to

when

failing

health compelled him to curtail his professional
labors.

He was

member

a

of

the

American

Fox River Valley
Chicago Medical Soand stood high as a practitioner.
ciety,
An active interest was taken by him in
the development of the Elgin Park system, and
he served four years as a member of the Elgin
Park Board. In Masonic matters he stood high,
being a Knight Templar and a Noble of the
Mystic Shrine. He died Dec. 29. 1899. In 1872
he was married to Miss Susan Belyea, who was
born and reared in St. Charles, 111. Mrs. Tefft
still resides at the old homestead in Elgin.
Their children are Mrs. Sherman C. Spitzer, of
Oak Park, a graduate of the University of Chicago, and Leslie J., who graduated from the
University of Michigan in 1902.
Medical

the

Association,

and

Association,

EDWIN

the

TENNY.

Aurora, 111.; born near
reared on a farm
and educated in the public schools; came west
in 1863 and established his home in Ottawa, 111.,
Rochester,

L.

N.

Y.,

in

1829;

where he opened a photograph gallery; came
to Aurora in 1874, where he resided until his
He was married in 1886
death, Jan. 3, 1903.
to

Miss Ellen McAlpine, of Aurora.

Great Barrington,

on a farm

settled

educa-
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THE AURORA HOSPITAL is an institution
founded in 1886 by an association composed of
public-spirited
men and women of
fifteen
Aurora. The following were the incorporators
and first Board of Trustees for the management and control of the hospital:
G. W.
Quereau, Mary S. Holbrook, J. B. Arnold, Eliza
S. Brigham, G. W. Rhodes, C. L. Hoyt, Holmes
Miller, Fred O. White, L. E.
Johnson, A.
Somarindyck, A. K. Perry, H. H. Evans, George
F.

Ruggles, C. M. Liew, Nellie E. Higgins, Eb.

Denny. William McKinney, Joseph Rising and
Thomas O'Donnel. The institution was opened
for the reception of patients in a rented build-

ing on Fourth Street, in October, 1886. Two
years later the present building on Lincoln
Avenue was erected, and greatly enlarged in
1903.
ical

The Hospital was founded

to afford

aid for the sick and injured, and

med-

was

it

expressly provided in the charter that no per-

son should be refused aid on account of inability to pay the usual fees.
The sick and injured received into the hospital are cared for

by a corps of physicians drawn from the ranks
the practicing physicians of Aurora.
Its
seventeen years of history are creditable as a

of

record of unselfish good, and
stitution of the kind.

A

it

is

a model

in-

school for the prac-

instruction and training of nurses
conducted in connection with the hospital.

tical

is

THE CARPENTERSVILLE LITERARY AND
LIBRARY ASSOCIATION.— In 1871, while
serving as a

member

the Hon.

A. Carpenter secured a charter for

J.

of the Illinois Legislature,

above-named organization, the incorporaGeorge Marshall, W. W. Norton, William G. Sawyer, Henry G. Sawyer, Delos Dunton and others.
The charter set forth the
the

tors being

purposes of the organization, as the establishof a library and reading room, and the
formation of a society for mutual improvement
in Carpentersville.
Some time later a pioneer
organization known as the "Hand in Hand Division," transferred a few books which it had
secured to the new organization, and this was
the foundation of its large and well-selected

ment

library.

The

first

home

of

the

library

was

the old school house in Carpentersville, which
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been abandoned when the new school
This building was ocbuilding was erected.
cupied until 1897. In that year the library was
moved into a fine new building, erected for its
is
It
special use by Mrs. Mary Carpenter.
maintained by contributions from the people

had

of Carpentersville,

and from

its

benefactress,

Mrs. Carpenter.

THE ELGIN SILVER PLATE COMPANY,
Elgin,

capital stock,

111.,

porated

1890

in

Company,

the

as

of Chicago, with

of Chicago, as President;
St.

was

$100,000,
Griffin

John

incor-

Plate
Richards,

Silver
T.

Louis G. Koegal, of

Louis, as Vice-President, and Johri M. Black-

burn, of Chicago, as Secretary and Treasurer.

In 1892 the present factory was completed at
a cost of $25,000, and the business removed to
Elgin, the corporate name being changed to
Elgin Silver Plate Company. They are manufacturers of coffin and casket hardware, and
are the largest producers of this class of matein the world.
From one hundred and
rial
twenty-five to one hundred and fifty hands are
employed with an annual output of about a
quarter of a million dollars.
From 1892 the
business shows an increase of sixty hands and
$75,000

in

volume

ville,

Ohio;

of

The

business.

officers

President, Joseph Shaw, of Zanes-

(1892) are:

Vice-President,

T.

J.

Pringle,

of

Milwaukee; Secretary and Treasurer, John M.
Blackburn, who as resident official has charge
of the entire business.

THE HOLY CROSS CATHOLIC CHURCH,
Batavia, had

its

-there in 1852.

of
origin in a mission established

For several years thereafter the

was attended alternately by priests
Charles and Aurora. The mission was
established in April, 1870, as a parish by Rev.
Michael Prendergast, who was transferred from
St. Charles and became the first resident pastor
of the Batavia church, where he died March 3,
1875, his remains being interred in Calvary
Cemetery in Chicago. He was instrumental in
securing the property on which the church and
parish house now stand, and shortly before his
death began making preparations for the building of a new church.
He is remembered as
one of the most devout rectors of the parish,
mission

from

St.

and also as most active and energetic in advancing its interests.
He was succeeded by
Rev. James O'Connor, who remained in charge
but a few
months.
His successor, Rev.

Domihick
Spellman,
was pastor of the
Batavia church for seventeen
years,
and
proved himself in every way an exemplary man
and pastor.
His popularity was unbounded
with all the city, and it was a matter of general regret when he was transferred to Braidin 1893.
He is still at work in that important Catholic post. Rev. George Rathz was
next assigned to the Batavia church, and, beginning his work Nov. 12, 1893, is still in
charge (1903 J.
Within that time the parish
has erected one of the finest church buildings
in Kane County, the cornerstone of which was
laid Aug. 2, 1896. Its dedication occurred June

wood

a Gothic structure, built of native
One hundred families make up the membership of the parish at
the present time.
1,

1897.

It is

stone, at a cost of $15,000.

THE WEST AURORA FARMERS CLUB,
-

association

formed

an
and their families,
the town of Aurora, Kane

farmers

of

in 1892,

in

County, its object being to bring together the
farmers of that vicinity for social intercourse
and mutual improvement, is one of the noted
organizations of Kane County.
Its founders
were Miss Eva Marlett, the Hardy and Angell
families and the Misses Clark.
Monthly meetings are held throughout the year, except in
July and August, and at these meetings regular programs, combining instruction, discussion
and entertainments, are presented. In 1903 the
Club numbered thirty members.

THE YEOMEN OF AMERICA,
benefit

fraternal

a

mutual

organized

association,

at

Aurora, 111., by William A. Colledge. Isaac W.
Prichard, Charles E. Corlett. Charles D. Judd,
Charles M. Coats, William H. Griswold. J. M.

Kennedy. Roy

S.

Kennedy, W.

F.

Shambo and

Judd, under an act of the General
Assembly of the State of Illinois entitled: "An
act to provide for the organization and man-

Earnest

S.

agement

of fraternal

beneficiary

societies,

for

purpose of furnishing life indemnity or
pecuniary benefits to beneficiaries of deceased
members, of accident or permanent indemnity
the

disability

to

members

thereof,

and

to control

such societies of this State and of other States
doing business in this State and providing and
fixing the

punishment of violation of the proThe object of the association

visions thereof."

was to create a corporation empowered to issue
mutual benefit life insurance policies to its
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On

members.
tificate

the 28th of June, 1898, the cerincorporation was received from

of

James R.

B.

VanCleave, Insurance Commissioner

policy was
For a time
the work of "The Yeomen of America" was
confined to the State of Illinois; but on May
of the State of Illinois,

written August

9,

and the

of that

16

first

year.

1902, the society extended its business to the

State of Wisconsin and, in August of the
year, to the State of Minnesota.

Aug.

same

1,

The

plan of this progressive and fast-growing society is new to the insurance world, inasmuch
as each member is compelled to pay the cost
price of his insurance, regardless of the date

The past

death.

five

years'

work

was engaged in farming and stock-raiscago)
ing in Sugar Grove Township until 1885, when
he removed to the village of Sugar Grove,
where he engaged in the coal and lumber trade
for five years; came to Aurora in 1890, and has
;

He was
been a resident of that city.
married in 1866 to Miss Mary E. Paull, and
they have one child, Clarence S.; another son,
since

J.

Paull, died in 1893.

1903,

the association had written 13,365 policies.

of

9^3

of

the

GEORGE
Peace,
Ohio,

Feb.

THOMPSON,

R.

Elgin,

111.;

24,

born

1850;

when he opened

came

Elgin in

to

the

of

County,
1890,

the Elgin City electric street

car lines, having in charge the electrical construction

and repairs

of

the

Thompson now has charge

society has afforded evidence that, in the com-

Mr.

ing years, "The Yeomen of America" will rank
with the foremost insurance institutions of the

tion of the lines of the

land.

Justice

Warren

in

lines

and

cars.

of the construc-

Inter-State Telephone
Dundee, 111. He was married in
1875 to Miss Matilda Stoughton, of Cincinnati,

Company,

of

Ohio.

WILLIAM
born in

111.,

THOMAS,

farmer. Big Rock,
Pembrokeshire, South Wales, in

T.

removed to Canada in 1851. and in the
of the same year came to Chicago, where

1833;
fall

he learned the carpenter's trade; located in Big
Rock Township in 1858, where he devoted his
attention to farming until 1882, when he retired
from active business, and in the same year he
and Mrs. Thomas visited England and Wales;
has long been one of the leaders of the Baptist
church in Big Rock; married in 1857 Miss

Mary

Morris,

BURT

who

died

May

31, 1903.

THOMPSON,

farmer and manufacturer; born in the town of Sugar Grove, Kane
County, Sept. 25, 1858, and grew to years of
maturity on his father's farm; educated in the
public schools of Sugar Grove; trained to farming in his boyhood, and followed that occupation from the time he engaged in business for
himself until 1901. when he retired and has
H.

since resided in Aurora, but

farm

still

owns the

old

Sugar Grove Township, which has been
in the family since 1845.
He was married in
1880 to Miss Arville H. Van Arsdale.
in

EDWIN

W. THOMPSON, Aurora, 111., born
June 7, 1845; came to Illi-

at East Dorset. Vt.,

nois with his father's family in infancy, and

grew to manhood on the farm in Sugar Grove
Township, Kane County, and received his educational training in the public schools and
Bryant & Stratton's Business College (Chi-

JOHN THOMPSON

(deceased), pioneer set-

born in the town of Grafton, Vt., Sept. 8,
1814; reared and educated in his native State,

tler;

where he followed agricultural pursuits until
1845; came to Illinois in 1848, establishing his
home in Sugar Grove Township, Kane County,
where he passed the remainder of his days,
dying in 1892. Mr. Thompson was a successful farmer and stock-raiser, and was highly
esteemed by his acquaintances for his many
good qualities.
He was married to Julia A.

who
members

The only livEdwin

Colson,

died Sept.

ing

of this pioneer family are

4,

1891.

W. and Burt H. Thompson, both

JOSEPH

WALKER

of Aurora.

THOMPSON,

Sugar

Grove, farmer, and veteran of the Civil War,
was born Feb. 20, 1846, in Sugar Grove, Kane
County, 111., son of Edward and Sarah (Fargue) Thompson. His parents came from New
York City into Illinois in 1836 and made their

home
moved

Three years later they resettled on a tract
of government land near what is now the village of Sugar Grove. The elder Thompson conducted a store in Aurora six years, and spent
the remainder of his life in Sugar Grove.
When he first passed through Aurora it had
but eleven houses, and building lots were then
worth a dollar and a half each. His residence
in Kane County covered a period of sixty years,
his death occurring in Hinckley. 111., where he
in

to

Ottawa.

Kane County and
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died in 1890, and his widow in 1892. Walker
Thompson, as he was familiarly known, was
reared on the farm, and attended the local

was born

in

Shrewsbury,

Vt., in 1818,

and died

in Aurora, Jan. 13, 1874.

Their children were
Mrs. Olivia
(Todd) White, Lucius Merrill,
Eleazer, Laura R., Emma J., George Henry,
Mary A., and Elmer E. Lucius M., Eleazer and

In 1862 he enlisted in the One HunTwenty-fourth Regiment Illinois
dred and
Volunteer Infantry, and served throughout the
Civil War as part of the Army of the Tennesschools.

The others

Laura R. are deceased.

still

reside

in Aurora.

participating in all its historic battles, and
being mustered out in August, 1865, after more
than three years of active military service. Resee,

LUCIUS M. TODD
chant, Aurora,

turning to his home in Sugar Grove Township,
he resumed his farming career, and has resided
there to the present time. He has served two
terms as Tax Collector of Sugar Grove Township, and is well regarded in the community
where his useful life is passing. He belongs
to

Aurora Post, No.
military

creditable

G.

20,

A.

gives

record

where

R.,

Wallingford,

Vt.,

his

him a good

Mr. Thompson was married in 1883
Miss Lillian B., daughter of Benjamin Ward,
of Aurora. The children born to Mr. and Mrs.
Thompson are Glynn F., and Hazel A. The
living representatives of the Thompson family
at this time (1904) are Joseph W.; Edward, of
Sandwich, 111.; Mrs. Jane (Thompson) Taylor, of Hinckley, 111.; and Mrs. Eliza (Thompson) Price, of Woodstock, 111.

in

Aurora

retired

farmer

and

Dundee, 111.; born in Tompkins
County, N. Y., Aug. 14, 1848; came west with
his parents in 1854, who located on a 100-acre
farm east of Dundee, in 1865; purchased his
father's farm in 1877, but since 1900 has lived
retired in the village.
Mr. Todd was married
in January, 1869, to Miss Elizabeth Burns, of

111.;

1818;

stock-dealer,

New

York.

LEVI TODD
in Mt.

in

1815,

manhood and was given

a

where he grew

common

to

school edu-

1854 he removed

to Illinois, and
Sugar Grove Township, Kane
County, where he secured land and was engaged in farming until 1868. During that year
he retired from farming and settled in the
city of Aurora, where he spent his remaining
years, being long engaged in the agricultural
implement trade. Some years before his death
he gave up all active business cares, and enjoyed that rest and peace that should attend
the closing of a well-spent and useful life. His

made

In

death

his

home

occurred

born at East

and

born

in

(deceased), farmer, Dundee,

Tompkins County, N.

came west

in

1854,

first

Y.,

Aug.

6.

locating on a

farm

in Barrington Township. Cook County.
removed to Kane County in 1865, and settled on a farm east of Dundee, where he remained until 1877. Retiring from active farm
life in the latter year, he removed to the village of Dundee, where he died Jan. 16, 1885.
Mr. Todd was married in 1843 to Miss Gertrude Brokaw.
111.;

.

(deceased), pioneer, was born

Holly, Vt..

cation.

111.;

1839, son of Levi

in 1892.

RENEL TODD
TODD,

6.

(Gibson) Todd, and obtained his education in the public schools of Vermont and
Kane County, 111., his parents having removed
to the latter place in 1854.
In boyhood he was
trained to farming, but later removed to
Aurora, where he purchased a half-interest in
the lumber business of Loomis & White, the
firm then becoming White & Todd, and so continued until Mr. Todd's death, which occurred
Feb. 16. 1899. After Mr. Todd's death his interest in the business was purchased by Mrs.
O. T. White, his sister and the widow of his
former partner. Mr. Todd was married in 1860
to Miss Mary Bruce of Ithaca. N. Y., who died

standing.

P.

April

Rachel

to

CHARLES

(deceased), lumber mer-

Kane County,

in

April

10,

Tocld married Miss Rachel

1891.

In

1836

Mr.

Walker Gibson, who

ROBERT TODD,

pioneer settler, Dundee.
born near Courtbridge (eight miles from
Glasgow), Scotland, Feb. 1, 1821; came to the
United States in 1835, locating first in Chicago,
where he was employed on the old Illinois and
Michigan Canal; came to Kane County with his
father in 1836, and they located on a tract of
Government land about four miles northwest
Here Robert Todd resided until
of Dundee.
1903, when he removed to his present home in
the village of Dundee. He was married in 1848
to Grace Crichton, born in Glasgow, Scotland,
daughter of John Crichton, and is the only survivor of a family of five sons and four daughters, all of whom were early settlers in the
111.;
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Mr. and Mrs. Todd are the
parents of eight children, six of whom reside in
Kane County.

vicinity of Dundee.

two years later, he became manager of the
banking house of Lawrence, Pease & Town, an

SYLVESTER

H. TODD, farmer. Geneva,
born in Homer, N. Y., Jan. 11, 1815; came
to Illinois in 1840, locating on a farm near
Geneva, Kane County, where he resided until
1866, when he retired from business and has
since given much of his time to travel.
He
was married in 1836 to Clarissa D. Stephans,
of Geneva, N. Y., and their living children are:
Mrs. C. M. Blackman, of Chicago; Mrs. H. D.
Whitehead, of Batavia; and Mrs. E. E. West, of
St. Joseph. Mo.

THOMAS TODD,
horn

retired farmer, Elgin,

in Scotland, Jan. 31, 1824,

111.;

and received his

educational training in his native country;
came with his parents to American in 1836,
locating on a farm near Dundee, Kane County,
111.;
operated a farm for several years, and

owns 340 acres

near Elgin, but of
recent years he has lived retired; married in
March, 1854, Anna McNeil, of Dundee.

still

TODSON,

A. M. C.

of land

manufacturer. Elgin,

111.;

came to
America in 1853, locating in Elgin, 111., where
he was first engaged as a farm-hand. He was

born

in

Germany,

Oct.

25,

1833;

variously occupied until 1869, when, in partnership with C. J. Schultz, he established a general store in Elgin.
Mr. Todson has been interested in the creamery business since 1881,
to which he added the manufacture of novelties
in 1900.
He was married in 1864 to Miss Ann
A. Sedgwick.

succeeded

institution

by

the

National

First

which Mr. Town was Cashier
for eighteen years, later becoming its President a position which he held until his death,
July 31, 1892. He was one of the founders of
Elgin Academy and served on its Board of

Bank

111.;

9 25

of Elgin, of

—

Trustees for many years. As one of the first
stockholders of the National Watch Company,
he was a resident director from 1873 until his
The Town block and other public imdeath.

provements evidence his public

spirit.

Twice

wife was Hannah S. Oviatt.
After her death he married Miss Maria SelThe surviving
kregg. of North East, Penn.
members of his family are: Mrs. William O. Demarried, his

first

Long, of Titusville, Penn.; Mrs.

and Mrs. W. W- Sherwin,
T. H. Volk, of Chicago,

L.

B.

of Elgin,

Hamlin

and Mrs.

111.

(deceased), pioneer
P. TRASK
Aurora, Kane County, 111.; born in 1818,
in Toledo, Ohio, where he resided until nineteen years of age, when he came to Aurora and
operated for Charles Hoyt one of the first sawLater he became a farmer,
mills in that city.
and his farm, which was on the western border

CHESTER

citizen,

of

Aurora village

in early days, is

now

entirely

within the limits of that city. Mr. Trask lived
on his farm until his death in 1888. His wife,
who was Fannie Sheldon before her marriage,
was the daughter of Charles Sheldon. Mrs.
Trask died in 1856, and the only surviving
member of this family living in Aurora in 1903
is Mrs. Nelson Barsley.

WILLIAM

MORRIS

C.

TOWN

(deceased),

banker,

was born in Granville, Washington
County, N. Y., Feb. 7, 1818, son of Bester and
Betsy (Martin) Town, the father being a native
of New York, and the mother of Vermont.
His
parents gave him a public school education,
and he was taught the hatter's trade in his
father's factory. His business career as a merchant was begun in North East, Erie County,
Penn.. but in 1847 he came west and established himself at Elgin, 111., where he continued his mercantile life.
Shortly after he
opened a banking house, which received a State
charter in 1851. Seven years later he removed
to Chicago, where he remained until 1860. That
year he resumed merchandising in Elgin where.
Elgin,

TUPPER, retired farmer,
H.
born at Burford, Canada, March 6,
1830; came to Kane County, 111., in 1854, and
purchased a farm in Kaneville Township, where
be has since resided and has been prominently
identified with farming interests and church
affairs.
Mr. Tupper has been twice married,
his first wife, whom he married April 9, 1848,
was Catherine Edmonds, who died July 31,
1889, and on Feb. 18, 1891, he married Phylura
Elburn,

Joslin,

111.,

who

GILBERT

died Jan. 15, 1902.
N.

TURNBULL.

architect,

Elgin,

born in Iowa City, Iowa, April 23, 1856;
educated in the schools of his native city and
the Iowa State University; came to Elgin in
1874, where he worked at the carpenter's trade
111.;
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when he began contracting,
remaining in that line of business until the fall
of 1891, since which time he has conducted a
successful business as an architectural draftsman. Mr. Turnbull was married in 1888 to
Miss Edith M. Kinney, of Bloomingdale, 111.
for several years,

was elected State's Attorney, and
Fraternally
serving in that capacity.
and socially he is a member of the City Club of
Aurora, the Elks, Knights of Pythias, and ModIn 1900 he

is

still

ern

Woodmen

DANIEL

WALTER

TURNER,

manufacturer,
Geneva, 111., was born in Duxbury, Mass., July
27, 1838.
In 1862 he came to Chicago, and in
He was married in
1868 located in Geneva.
1875 to Miss Maria C. Le Baron, daughter of
the late William Le Baron. M. D.. State EnMr. Turner has been
tomologist of Illinois.
identified with the leading business enterprises
of Geneva since 1862, was connected with William H. Howell until 1882, and since 1872 has
been associated with the United States Wind
Engine & Pump Company, of which, for the
past two years, he has been the President.
D.

J.

America.

of

TYLER,

farmer,

St.

Charles,

111.;

born on the farm where he now resides, April
In 1893 he bought his father's home9, 1845.
stead.
On March 6, 1875, he was married to
Martha Bosworth, of St. Charles, and they have
one son Fred J. Tyler, who now resides at
Hamilton, Ohio.

—

ULLMANN, manufacturer, St.
born in Racine, Wis., Oct. 7, 1850,
son of Henry J. Ullmann, of Chicago; received
his education in Racine College, and engaged
in the iron and hardware business in Chicago
in 1877.
In 1880 he took up the malleable iron
business, and in 1884 established the Malleable

WILLIAM

Charles.

Iron

Company

with

at

The

Moline.

factory

was

when

the works were located
Charles, and are still in operation there
Mr. Ullmann as President of the Com-

burned
at St.

B.

111.;

pany.

in

He

1893,

is

also President of the

DeKalb

&

Sycamore Electric Company.

LEVI UPDIKE
Geneva.

111.;

(deceased), pioneer farmer,

born in

New

Jersey, in 1819:

in

came to Illinois with his father, who took
up government land about one and a fourth
1836

town of Geneva.
of the present
Here the son attended the old-time common
schools, and was engaged in farming during
miles east

his active life, but spent his last years in the

town of Geneva, where he died in 1889. He
married Miss Caroline Hotchkiss, and they
reared a family of three children, all of whom
The family is one of
reside in Geneva.
still
the oldest in Kane County, five generations
being represented in it.

WILLIAM URCH,

Wllilil \>1

WILLIAM

J.

.1.

TYERS,

TVI'.HS.

Aurora, State's Attor-

ney of Kane County, was born in Aurora, 111.,
Feb. 13, 1869, and was educated in the public
schools. He read law in the office of Alschuler
& Murphy, and was admitted to the Bar in 1894.
A Republican, he was elected City Attorney of
Aurora in 1897, and re-elected two years later.

retired farmer, Batavia,
born in Somersetshire, Eng., in 1850;
reared and educated in England and came to
located on a farm
the United States in 1871
at Mill Creek. Kane County, in 1872. but three
years later purchased a farm on the edge of
Batavia City, where he carried on dairy farm111.;

;

ing until 1902. retiring from active business
He was married in 1876 to
in the latter year.
Miss Sophia Quire, of Somersetshire. Eng.
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VAIL, attorney, Elgin, [11.; born in the
where he now resides, Nov. 15, 1872; ob-

J.

J.

city

tained his preliminary education in the Elgin
schools, graduating from the Elgin Academy in
1892, and afterwards attended the Northwestern University, completing the law course in
that institution in 1899; admitted to the bar
in the fall of 1900,

and

practicing his profession in

as a partner with Fred H.

located

still

same year began
Elgin, where he is

in the

Ray-

mond.

WILLIAM HENRY VAN ARSDALE,

mining

New York City,
from the New York

engineer, Aurora, born in

Jan.

Free
graduated
Academy and the Columbia School of Mines;
in company with E. F. Enrich, John A. Knapp
and J. B. Arnold organized the Aurora Smelting & Refining Company in 1882, and was VicePresident of this company, as well as of its
successor, the Chicago & Aurora Smelting &
Refining Company. He was also instrumental
in reviving the Aurora Young Men's Christian
Association, and was its President for about
18,

1846,

fifteen years.

FRANK

VANDERHORF,

dairy

farmer,

Campton Township, Kane County, 111.; born in
Washtenaw County, Mich., Jan. 6, 1856; came
to Kane County with his parents when an inremained on his father's farm until the
death, when he took charge of the
homestead. His father, Levi Vanderhorf, died
in 1870; his mother surviving until 1896.
Mr.
Vanderhorf was married Jan. 3, 1895, to Katie
A. Hawley.
fant;

latter's

AMENZO

W.

VAN DERVOLGAN

(deceased),

was born in Schoharie County, N.
Y., Jan. 8, 1852, and was brought by his parents
into Illinois at an early age. He grew to manhood in DuPage County, where he secured his
Batavia.

home

where (with the exception of
they lived until his death.
His
widow still has her home in Batavia. In early
life Mr. Van Dervolgan was a farmer, but in
later years he followed the business of putting
down tubular wells, in which he was engaged
at the time of his death, which occurred Jan.
6,

in that city

year)

1902.

to

Modern Woodmen.

and one son, Arthur

J.,

the Odd-Fellows and

survive.

JOHN VAN NORTWICK
engineer,
Batavia,

N.

Van Dervolgan

Mrs.

(deceased),

civil

manufacturer and Railway President,

was born

111.,

in

Washington County

of William and
Martha (Flack) Van Nortwick. He received an
academic education, and was fitted for the proIn 1828 he became
fession of civil engineer.
connected with the engineering department in
charge of the canals of New York, and gained
distinction as a civil engineer while thus employed. He remained in the State service until
1845, when he was employed by the United
States Government as a civil engineer on the
construction of the dry dock at Brooklyn. In
1846 he removed to Batavia with his family,
having already accepted an engagement as
Chief Engineer of the Galena & Chicago Union
Y.,

April

Railroad.

5,

Under

1809,

his

a

son

management

the lines run-

ning from Chicago to Freeport, and from West
Chicago to Fulton on the Mississippi River,
were constructed, as was the line from West
Chicago to Aurora.
For eight years he was
President of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy
Railway. After his retirement from the Chicago, Burlington it Quincy Railroad he became
largely interested in the manufacture of paper,
both at Batavia and in Wisconsin, and also in
water power property in The lower Fox River
Valley. Wis., also had large investments in railroads, banks and in other manufacturing industries.
He died in Batavia, April 15, 1890. His
wife, who was Patty Maria Mallory before her
marriage, was born at Penn Yan, N. Y., and
died in Batavia, Aug. 25, 1893.

111.,

education in the public schools.
In 1875 he
married Miss Belle Frydendale, who was born
and reared near Batavia, and established his

one

He belonged

offices.

the

927

He

served as a

Board of Aldermen, and

member
had

of the Batavia

held

other local

JOHN VAN NORTWICK, City Treasurer of
Batavia; born in Batavia. 111., Nov. 30, 1870;
educated at the Michigan University (Ann
Arbor) and Princeton College (New Jersey),
graduating from the latter institution in the
joined his father and associates'
in business the same year, and has since beep
identified with those interests; was elected City
Treasurer of Batavia in 1901.
class of 1894;

JOHN
Appleton,

S.

VAN NORTWICK.

Wis.;

born

in

manufacturer,

Batavia,

111.,

March

son of John and Patty (Mallory) Van
Nortwick; was educated at Jennings Seminary,
Aurora, Fort Edward Institute, New York,
26, 1847,
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and Bryant & Stratton's Commercial College in
Chicago.
He was successively merchant,
farmer and stock-raiser, and then became interested in the manufacturing enterprises of
which his father was the leader in Batavia.
He was officially connected with various corporations in Batavia, where he resided until
1891. That year he removed to Appleton, Wis.,
to take charge of the large paper manufacture
and water power interests still owned by the
Van Nortwicks at that point. He married Miss
Bina Totman, of Batavia, in 1875.

came associated with other

large paper-manufacturing enterprises in Wisconsin, and it was
said that the Van Nortwicks were for a long

time the largest manufacturers of paper in the
West. As a result of the consolidation of papermaking interests a few years since, Mr. Van
Nortwick embraced the opportunity to retire
from active business, although retaining his
interests.
He married Miss Louise J. Towner,
of Geneva, 111., in 1861.

GEORGE
111.,

JOSEPH

S.

VAN PATTEN,

druggist,

St.

born in Cortland County, N. Y..
July 12, 1823; came to Illinois in 1854 and purchased an interest in the pioneer drug-store of
which he is now the owner. Mr. Van Patten
was first married in New York in 1846, his wife
dying in 1853, and in 1857 he married his second wife Jane A. Clark, of Michigan.
Charles,

111.;

—

WILLIAM VAN NORTWICK.
facturer,

Batavia,

New

111.

pioneer manu(now deceased), was

and died in
Batavia, 111., Sept. 19, 1854. He removed from
his native State to New York in early manhood, and there aided in the construction of
some of the noted public works of the latter
born

in

Jersey

in

1778.

one time being State Superintendent
of Canals for Northern New York.
He came
to Kane County, 111., in 1835. and made his
home on the site of the present city of Batavia.
Here he built a dam across Fox River, acquired
valuable water-power, and engaged actively in
milling and manufacturing.
He was widely
known among the pioneers of this region, and
was prominent in the laying of the foundations
of Batavia.
His wife's maiden name was
Martha Flack. She died in Chicago in 1879 at
the advanced age of ninety-three years.
State, at

WILLIAM

M. VAN NORTWICK.
manufacturer. Batavia,

civil

en-

gineer and
was
111.,
horn Nov. 8, 1836, in Hammondsport, N. Y., a
son of John and Patty (Mallory) Van Nortwick, and ten years later was brought by his
parents to Illinois.
Here he was educated in
Rock River Seminary at Mount Morris. He
became a civil engineer, and in his earlier years
was connected with the Galena Air Line Railway Company and the Chicago, Burlington &
Quincy Railway. In 1870 he became interested
in the Batavia Paper Company, and later be-

was

VAN OSDEL,

C.

born

at

lawyer, Aurora.
Hughsonville.
Dutchess

County. N. Y., Dec. 13, 1842, son of James M.
and Margaret (Bates) Van Osdel, and coming
west with his parents in 1864 settled near
Sandwich, 111. He was educated in public and
private schools, and when twenty-one, intending to turn his attention from farming to commercial business, he became a student in
Bryant & Stratton's Business College. Chicago.
In June, 1864, he enlisted in the One Hundred
and Forty-first Regiment Illinois Volunteer Infantry for the 100-days' service, the regiment
being mustered out October 10th following. He
arrived in Aurora in 1865. and for a time
clerked in a dry-goods store and later taught
school in La Salle and Kendall Counties. For

two years he was in charge of the CommerDepartment of Fowler Institute at Newark.
111.,
and for ten years officiated as a Baptist
minister, but failing health having compelled
his retirement, tor the next twelve years was

cial

in

business as a photographer at Toulon,

111..

meanwhile serving for eight years as a Justice
of the Peace.
These associations turned his
mind to the law, for which he prepared under
Hon. B. F. Thompson as his preceptor, and
was admitted to the bar by the Supreme Court
of the State

in

188S.

Two

years later he

es-

tablished an office in Aurora, where since 1895

he has been Justice of the Peace, and also Public Administrator of Kane County.
Mr. Van
Osdel was married in 1868 to Miss Clara A.
Bibbins, of Newark. 111., who died in 1883. The
children of this marriage are Winifred W. and
G. Ernest (both in New York) and Mrs. Grace
(Van Osdel) Cook, of Kendall County, 111. Miss
Isabel Stuckey, of Washington C. H.. Ohio, be-

came Mr. Van

Osdel's second wife in the fall

of 1884.

ARTHUR
was born

P.

VAUGHAN,

in Essex,

Civil

War

Chittenden County,

veteran,
Vt.,

son
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Philander and Harriet (Perry) Vaughan;
obtained a practical education in the schools of
his native State and began his business career
as clerk in a general store; came west in 1856,
and was a merchant at Fulton, 111., until 1859.
In the latter year he joined the gold hunters
who went to Pike's Peak and spent one year
of

in the

mines

In 1861 he enlisted

of Colorado.

November 19 of that
year being mustered into Company F, Fiftythe Union Army, on

in

second Illinois Volunteer Infantry, as Sergeant.
He was promoted to Second Lieutenant just.
before the battle of Shiloh, and served in that
capacity until Dec. 20, 1864, when he was mustered out at the end of three years and one
month of active military service, during which

time he participated

Western Army.

in

all

the campaigns of

he entered the
Burlington & Quincy
Railway Company, and since 1888 has been
Station Agent at Aurora. For several years he
was a stockholder in the Aurora National
Bank, and was identified with the starting of

the

service of the

the Aurora

In

factory and the Aurora Cot-

Mr. Vaughan was
married in 1888 to Mrs. Harriet A. Hollister,
of Batavia.

DANIEL VOLINTINE,

merchant and banker,
born in Washington County, N.
30, 1813; began his business career in
the lumber trade when twenty years of age; in
1835 established himself in the mercantile business,
which he conducted successfully for
twenty years; removed to Aurora, 111., in 1854,
where he built up one of the largest mercantile
establishments
in
Northern
Illinois;
founded the private banking house of Volintine & Williams in 1868, which finally became
the Second National Bank of Aurora: married
in 1841 Miss Sarah J. Ruste, who survives her
husband.
Their living children are:
Mrs.
William S. Benninger and William J. Volintine.
Mr. Volintine died Feb. 9, 1888.
111.;

HENRY

NAZER

WADE, manufacturer,
born in Debenham, County Suffolk, Eng., Sept. 19, 1848, son of Mark and
Louisa (nee Nazer) Wade; received his edu-

Batavia,

111.,

cation in private and

of its

detail

Company

the

the oldest factory of

After mastering every
business, he became Secretary of
in

and

1879,

later its Treasurer.

In March, 1901, he severed his connection with

company, but in September, 1902, became
General Manager. Since then a change in
organization has made him Secretary and
Treasurer in general charge of its affairs. In
1892 he was elected a Director and Vice-President of the First National Bank of Batavia.
and was chiefly instrumental in bringing about
its consolidation with the Citizens' Bank of
Batavia, in 1901.
He is President of the Mill
Owners' Mutual Fire Insurance Company of
Chicago.
In 1872 he married Miss Sophia L.
Carr, daughter of Leonard J. Carr, of Batavia.

this
its

JOEL WAGNER,

Chicago,

Watch

Pump Company,

kind in the country.

its

1865

ton Mills as a stockholder.

Aurora,
Y., July

Engine &
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grammar

retired

Kane County, was born
N.

Y.,

Nov.

old

came

to

gun

in

the

11.

1834,

farmer. Big Rock,

Montgomery County,
and when sixteen years
in

Kane County.
public

schools

His education,
of

be-

Montgomery

County, was finished in Batavia Institute.

He

was engaged in farming when the Civil War
began, and in August, 1861, enlisted in Company E, Thirty-sixth Illinois Volunteer Infantry.
He was shot in the face at the battle of
Stone River, and was discharged in March.
1863, on account of disability.
In April, 1865,
he married Miss Anna Leyson, who bore him
two sons. She died June 9, 1879, and he was
married Nov. 15, 1880, to Miss Elizabeth Diedrich, by whom he has had two sons.
He retired in 1895, moving to the village of Big
Rock. For fifteen years, twelve of these years
being continuous, he has been Justice of the
Peace.
He has also been Township Assessor,
Trustee and Treasurer of the School Board.

FRANCIS

B.

WAIGH.

cashier First National

Bank, Dundee, 111.; born at Goshen, Orange
County. N. Y. educated in the public schools
and Goshen Academy; removed to Illinois in
1889; organized the First National Bank of
Dundee in 1900, and is Cashier and a Director
of that institution.
He was married in 1896
to Miss Florence Edwards, daughter of Henry
C. Edwards, of Dundee.
;

schools at Clare,

Stowmarket and Ipswich, Eng.; in 1868 came
to the United States, and the following year
established his home in Batavia, 111., having
become connected with the United States Wind

WILLIAM

A. WALCOTT, merchant, Batavia,
born in Attica, N. Y., April 10, 1849, son
of Nelson and Alvina (Wright) Walcott, was
educated in the schools of Batavia, 111., and
111.;
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the University of Michigan. He became a drugand engaging in that trade in Batavia, has

gist,

continued in
M.,

from 1867

it

He was married

(1903).

daughter

of

Capt.

time
Miss Ada

to the present

in 1871 to

Walter

Emerson,

of

Bucksport, Me.

ANDREW

J.

WALDRON,

pioneer

lawyer.

was born in Hartland, Vt., Feb. 12,
1816, where he received his early education.
Wyoming County, N. Y., where he had his first
His youth and early manhood were passed in
Elgin,

111.,

business experience as clerk in a general store.
In 1844 he came to Kane County, 111., and, after
living a year in Batavia, established his home

While in Batavia he began reading
in Elgin.
law and his last studies were completed with
one of the pioneer practitioners of Elgin. He
was admitted to the Bar about 1846 and practiced in Elgin thereafter until his death, which
occurred April 2, 1866. He was Mayor of Elgin
1859 and 1860.
He also served as Justice of
the Peace and filled other minor offices.
He
was one of the promoters of Elgin's greatest
industry, the National Watch Factory, and one
of the first subscribers to the stock of that now

famous corporation. Oct. 22, 1840, he married
in New York State, Miss Calista Smith, who
died in Elgin in 1888.
The children born to
them and living at the present time (1903) are
E. Dunbar Waldron and Mrs. Martha W. Voller, of Elgin, and
Mrs. Bertha W. Stone, of
Montclair, N.
E.

J.

DUNBAR WALDRON,

in Elgin,

111.,

banker. Elgin, born

Jan. 27. 1848, son of

Andrew

J.

and Calista (Smith) Waldron, was educated in
Elgin Academy and gained his first business
experience as an employe in Lansing Morgan's
Lumber Yards at Elgin. Early in 1869, in company with I. S. Bartlett, he became interested
in a book and news stand in Elgin, but sold
out his interest in this business before the close
of the following year.
Soon afterward he engaged in the wholesale wooden-ware and willow-ware trade in Chicago, and prospered until
the great fire of 1871 destroyed botn his business and his prospects.
Returning then to
Elgin he became connected with the Old Home

Bank as bookkeeper, in 1872. In July following he assisted
in
organizing the Home
National Bank, which succeeded to the commercial business of the Home Bank.
He entered

the

new

bank

as

bookkeeper,

was

promoted

to Assistant Cashier in 1873, and to
Cashier in 1877.
He was Cashier and Chief
Executive Officer of the bank until 1891, when
he resigned on account of his health having
become impaired to such an extent that it was
imperative that he should seek rest and recreation.
He has since been Vice-President of the
Home National Bank, and President of the
Home Savings Bank since its organization in
1892. He is also President of the Elgin Lumber
Company and Treasurer of the Elgin Loan &

Homestead Association, and is identified (as a
stockholder) with various manufacturing enterprises.
He has served several terms as City
Treasurer of Elgin and on the Board of Trustees of the Public Library. He married in 1873
Miss Louise Town, daughter of J. J. Town, a
prominent citizen of Des Moines, Iowa.

JOHN WALLACE
lington Township,

(deceased), farmer. Bur-

Kane County, was born

in

County Limerick, Ireland, in 1795, and in 1856
came to the United States. Coming to Illinois
he first located in Rutland Township, Kane
County, but in 1861 removed to a small farm of
forty acres which he had bought in Burlington
Township, to which he made additions by subsequent purchases.
Here he was engaged in
active farming until the time of his death,
March 11, 1879. Mr. Wallace belonged to a
historic family, his grandfather, known as
"Staker Wallace," being one of the patriots who
suffered in the cause of Irish liberty at an
early day.
Two sons and two daughters of
John Wallace still survive: The sons, Thomas

and P. H.. and the daughters. Mrs. Mary Long
and Miss Kate Wallace. One son, John, was a
Union soldier, who served in the One Hundred
and Twenty-seventh Illinois Volunteer Infantry, and was killed in battle during the Civil
War.

HENRY WALT, merchant. Batavia. 111.;
born in Limerick Square, Penn.. Nov. 24, 1837;
reared and educated in his native State and
trained to a mercantile life: came to Illinois
in 186S and established his home at Batavia,
where he first engaged in the clothing trade:
later conducted a coal and grain business and
retired from active business life in 1896; married in 1880 Miss Laura Olson, of Elgin. 111.

GIDEON W. WARNE.
burn, HI.; born July

County,

111.,

5,

retired

1838, at

farmer.

El-

Campton, Kane

and received his education

in

the
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schools of Franklin and Virgil Townand at Wheaton. 111. He belongs to the
Masonic fraternity, and has been affiliated with
the Sycamore Commandery since 1860. He was
married Feb. 11, 1864, to Miss Ann, daughter
He inof Horace and Amy (Miller) Willis.
herited a portion of the family estate, which
extended into four townships Virgil, Kaneville, Campton and Blackberry.

in

first

spent his earlier

HENRY WARNE

(deceased), farmer, Elborn in Hunterdon County, N. J.,
Feb. 8, 1791, and educated in the local schools.
He learned the harness-making and tanners'
trade, and coming to Kane County at a very
early day, took up a section of land. He was a
farmer and carried on a mercantile business
with the settlers. His wife, Charity (Stires)
Warne, died Feb. 26, 1864, and he passed away
l/urn.

at

111.;

Campton.

111.,

March

29. 1865.

1

John Warne
and in
later life became one of the large landowners
of the county.
He was also engaged in trade
as a member of the firm of Gray & Warne at
Elburn.
For many years he was largely interested in lumbering in Wisconsin, and was
one of the incorporators of the Kane County
National Bank at St. Charles, and was its
Vice-President.
It was succeeded by the banking house of John Stewart & Co., and Mr.
Warne organized the Kane County Bank of
Elburn in company with Messrs. Willis and
Richmond, of which he was President up to the
time of his death, Aug. 19, 1903. He was one
of the founders of the Aurora Cotton Company.
Mr. Warne was married in 1847 to Miss Olive
S..
daughter of Atwell and Betsy (Wheeler)
Burr, who came from New York to Kane County
in 1836.
Mr. and Mrs. Warne celebrated their
golden wedding in 1897. She died Oct. 4, 1898.
postoffice

public

ships,

—
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the township.

manhood

ISAAC WARREN,

in farming,

lawyer,

Elgin,

111.;

born

Boone County, 111., March 8, 1851, son of
John and Anna (Church) Warren; educated in
the public schools and Beloit College (Beloit,
Wis.); admitted to the bar in the Supreme
Court of Illinois in 1891, and has since pracin

in Elgin; has given much attention to
patents and patent law, and is one of the patentees of an improved process for clarifying

ticed

petroleum
terests

as

oil;

is

possession the old

County.

interested in agricultural

a land owner and

still

Warren homestead

He was married

McAllister, daughter of

S.

in 1882 to

in-

has in his
in

Boone

Miss Viola

McAllister, of Elgin.

III.

D.

B.

WATERMAN,

JOHN WARXE.

JOHN WARNE, lumberman

and banker. Elwas born in Mt. Pleasant, N. J., Sept.
6, 1821, son of Henry and Charity (Stires)
Warne, and received his early education in the
schools of New York, whither his family had
removed in 1831. Six years later the family
came to Illinois and settled on a farm in Campton Township, Kane County.
The father was
the first postmaster at Avon, which was the
burn,

111.,

merchant and railroad

born in Rochester, N. Y.,
April 21, 1821; came west in 1842, locating first
in Indiana, and the following year removed to
Aurora, 111., where in partnership with his
brother, George G. Waterman, he engaged in
the hardware business, which he conducted for
over twenty years; organized the Chicago &
Iowa Railroad Company in 1869-70, with which
he was connected for ten years. He afterwards
built the Chicago, Rockford & Northern Railroad, extending from Rochelle to Rockford, and
was later employed by the Chicago & NorthWestern Railway Company. He served as City
Alderman ten years and Mayor one term
fraternally was a prominent Mason. Mr. Waterbuilder, Aurora.

111.;
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Anna

man was

married Feb. 17, 1852, to Miss
White, of Blackberry Township.

JAMES
Oct.

WATSON,

physician and surgeon,
was born at Beatyestown, N. J.,
1851; came with his parents to Kane

Aurora,

S.

111.,

10,

County,
west of

111.,

Kaneville,

to

ment

of that institution in 1881; spent the
following year taking a post-graduate course
In
in the University of Edinburgh, Scotland.
1893-94 he took a second post-graduate course

the

in

medical department of Columbia

Col-

In 1883 he began practicing his profes-

lege.

111., remaining until 1889, and
meantime established a large country
practice. Locating at Aurora in the latter year,

sion at Elburn,

the

in

he has since been one of the leading practiAs a Republican the
tioners of that city.
Doctor has always taken an active interest in
politics, but declined to accept public office.
He married in 1884 Miss Eliza Stewart, daughter of

may
tor

Shatto,

L.

Tustin

of

DeKalb County,

111.,

City.

Cal.;

and William

J.,

Lincoln J.,
of Aurora.

in 1852, locating tour miles north-

in Kaneville Township;
maturity on a farm and obtained his
early education in the public schools; later
attended the University of Michigan (Ann
Arbor), graduating from the medical depart-

grew

Mrs. Watson has continued to make her home
To Mr. and Mrs. Watson have been
born the following named children: Mrs. Ella
M. Davis, of Jackson County, Kan.; Mrs. Abbie
in Aurora.

Hon. John Stewart, mention of

whom

Docbe found elsewhere in this volume.
and Mrs. Watson have four children:

Helen, Stewart, Margaret and Dean Watson.

WILLIAM WATSON

(deceased),

born

111.,

(deceased), pioneer merborn in England, at Dracott,

near Cheddar, Oct. 14, 1829, where his early
life
was spent and his education acquired.
When sixteen years of age he came to the
United States, living first at Skeneateles, N. Y.,
where he learned the carpenter"s trade, and
where he married Miss Matilda H. Peacock in
1854.
After his wedding he immediately came
west, locating at Mendota, 111., where he was
long successfully engaged in business as a conTen years later he retractor and builder.
moved to Kentland, where he was in the grain
From Kentland
trade for about three years.
he went to Aurora, and for twenty years was
there engaged in the same business and the

hardware

About

trade.

1890

failing

health

and in 1895 he went
to the Pacific Coast, where he traveled quite
extensively, but finally died in Tacoma, Wash.,
in 1899. Mrs. Weeks survives her husband, and
compelled him to

now

lives

in

retire,

California.

viving

member

Weeks,

is

Mrs.

the

of

Herman

The only other surfamily besides Mrs.
N. Janes, of Aurora.

at

May 19, 1828, the son of John
Watson, and descendant of an old New England
family, was reared at home, receiving a good
education and being trained to farm life. Coming west in 1853, he located near Bristol, Kendall
County, 111., turning his attention to
farming.
After two years spent in Kendall
County, he bought wild land six miles south
of DeKalb, where for many years he engaged
in dealing in stock.
His old homestead is still
in the possession of the family.
He and his
wife were pioneers in building up the Advent
church at Afton, and the church building there
was mainly the result of their generous gifts.
Subsequently they moved to Aurora, where Mr.
Watson retired from active business dying there
in 1885.
Mr. Watson was married in 1853 to Miss
Joanna M. Curtis, born in Douglas, Mass., of
Purican ancestry, her great-grandfather being an
Englishman who purchased the land on which
several generations of his descendants have
since lived.
Since the death of her husband.
Princeton, Mass.,

CHARLES WEEKS
chant, Aurora,

GEORGE WELCH,

builder

and

contractor,

born in County Wexford, Ireland. Oct. 7, 1845, son of James and Bridget
(Fardy) Welch, when only two years old was
brought to the United States, his parents arSt.

Charles,

111.,

riving in St. Charles in June, 1847, where his
father died only two weeks after reaching the

George Welch was reared a farmer,
village.
and was engaged in tilling the soil until he was
twenty-three years old. In 1869 he learned the
mason trade, which has since been his occupation.
At the present time he is engaged upon

mason work and

large contracts in

building.

He has been connected with

the construction
of a number of noted buildings, including the
Insane Asylum at Elgin, being engaged there

three

years;

the

Dunham

Haines Block, and

in

1903,

House,

the

new

was employed on

new St. Charles Home for
Delinquent Boys, and the Kane County Court
House. Fraternally he is connected with the
Knights of Pvthias and the Modern Woodmen
the buildings of the
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of America,

and

in politics is a

sixteen years he has been an

twelve

Charles,

of

which

Democrat.

Alderman

were

For
of St.

consecutive

He was married

Feb. 25, 1865, to Miss
Julia, daughter of Martin Lawler, of Burlington. Iowa.

terms.

RODNEY WELCH
journalist, Chicago,

933

of the country adjacent to Elgin.

Weld removed
finest home in

to Elgin,

the city,

his death, Dec.

1,

1899.

In 1884 Mr.

where he purchased the
and there he lived until
Mr. Weld was married

Jan. 11, 1853, to Miss Elizabeth Kelley, daughter
of

John H. and Eliza (Mansfield) Kelley, born

(deceased), educator an!

was born

in

Monmouth, Me.

and died in Chicago, May 29,
1897.
The farm on which he was born was
granted to the family by Lady Temple, sister
of the founder of Bowdoin College, and is still
in possession of the Welch family.
Rodney
Welch graduated from Bowdoin College and beNov.

1828,

19,

came a school teacher. Coming to Illinois in
1855, he became the first principal of the Geneva High School
later he was Professor of
;

Chemistry

in

the old Chicago University, and

occupied the same chair in HahneMedical College. He became associated
with the Chicago press as one of the editors of
the "Prairie Farmer," and subsequently was an
editorial associate with Wilbur F. Story on the
Chicago "Times," a connection that existed
many years after the death of Mr. Story. Mr.
Welch was one of the founders of the Chicago
Press Club, and acted as its President for many
years.
He was also one of the founders of the
Chicago Philosophical Society and the Saracen
Club, the latter at one time the leading literary
club of Chicago. In 1853 he married Miss Abbie
Frances Stevens, of New Portland, Me.
still

later

mann

OWES

OWEN

B.

WELD

(deceased),

Elgin,

was

son of Francis and Harriet
Mann Weld, and was brought
by his parents into Kane County, 111., in 1837.
His early experiences were those of a boy on
an Indian-ridden frontier, and in a country so
sparsely settled that, when the settlers held
their first Fourth of July picnic, but thirteen
adult persons were present.
Mr. Weld was
educated in the schools of the district, and
his natural studiousness and wide reading made
him a man of broad intelligence in later years.
Reared to farming, he purchased the old homestead which his father had secured from the
Government, and as opportunity offered added
to his real estate holdings until he became a
very extensive land owner. Until 1884 he continued to live on the old place which is still
in Orford, N. H., Oct. 24, 1831,
(

in

the

possession

Weld, as

it

is

)

of

the

called, is

family,

and Mount

one of the land-marks

AVELD.

which city her father
Her mother came of
a noted English family.
Mr. and Mrs. Kelley
came to Illinois in 1844, and settled in Rutland
Township, Kane County, where they were
among the most noted of the early pioneers.
They had a family of four sons and two daughters, all of whom have been prominent and
prosperous.
Mrs. Weld, who is the younger
daughter, is a lady of literary attainments and
marked business ability. The surviving memin Schenectady, N. Y., of

was

born

11.

at one time Mayor.

of Mr. Weld's family, other than
hi:;
widow, are Mrs. Hattie (Weld) Wing, of Elgin,
and Mrs. Mary (Weld) Page, of Chicago.

bers

SALEM

E.

WELD, merchant and

operator in

was born in Elgin. Aug.
3. 1842, son of Francis and
Harriet (Mann)
Weld.
Francis Weld was born in Charlton.
Mass., De;. 31, 1797. and in 1825 was married
to Harriet Mann, at Orfordville, N. H.
They
came to Illinois in 1837, where she died in 1865,
real estate, Elgin.

111.,
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and he in 1869. They reared a family of five
boys and two girls, on a farm which the senior
Weld had improved on land bought from the
Government. Three of the chilren are still living two in Elgin and one in Chicago. Salem
B. Weld was educated in the public schools 01
Elgin and Eatavia, and trained to a farmer's
Later, however, he studied medicine and
life.
engaged in the drug trade in Elgin, in which
for twenty-three years he was engaged as a

—

member of the firm of R. & S. E. Weld, one
of the most noted in this part of the State
They began business in 1867 and continued it
until
trade,

when they retired from
and Salem E. Weld turned his

1890,

the

drug

attention

Northern Illinois and Wisconsin lands. He has been a member of the Board of Directors of Gail Borden
Public Library of Elgin, and has served as
Coroner of Kane County, and as Alderman of
In 1862 he enlisted, and was mustered
Elgin.
into the One Hundred Twenty-seventh Illinois
Volunteer Infantry, during the first year of
his service was Hospital Steward, and for two
years following was in charge of the field hos
pital of the Second Division of the Fifteenth
Army Corps, and for his marked ability in that
position was honorably mentioned by the SurMr. Weld was mustered out in
geon-General.
June, 1865. in Washington, his experiences in
the army having much to do with his subsequent successful business career. He has taken
to real estate, dealing largely in

He was married

HARRY

111.

WERLE,

F.

Miss Lizzie E. Shep-

in 1872 to

pard, of Yorkville,

Geneva, City Clerk of

was born in Sterling, 111., June 15,
1877, and was reared and educated in his native
city, where he added to the educational training
Geneva,

received in the public schodls a special course

For

of study in the Sterling Business College.

a time he was employed as stenographer in
Chicago, and then came to Geneva, to take
a position with the Appleton Manufacturing

Company, then one
tlemen's

of the

leading industries

In 1899 Mr. Werle opened a gen-

of that city.

goods

furnishing

store

in

Geneva.

which he conducted until Feb. 1, 1903.
In
April, 1901, he was elected City Clerk of Geneva, and in 1903 was still serving in that
position.

Fraternally he

is

a

member

Masonic and the Odd Fellow fraternities.
ically he is an active Republican.

of the
Polit-

much interest in preserving the early history
of Kane County, and is Secretary of the Kane
County Old Settlers' Association. In 1885 he
was married to Miss Mary E. Hoag. daughter
Hoag. of St.
Bradford
of James and Mary
Charles Township, Kane County.
)

(

ANDREW

WELSH, merchant. Aurora, 111.-,
born at Iroquois, Province of Ontario, Canada.
July 9, 1844; enlisted in the One Hundred
Forty-seventh Illinois Volunteer Infantry in
1864,

and was mustered out

of the service in

January, 1866, when he returned to Yorkville,
111., where he had resided previous to his enlistment.

He engaged

wagons and agricultural implements at the
this
occupation
ter place, and followed

lat-

for

thirty-nine years, but since 1886 has conducted

the business in Aurora.

terms

4

11

VVHEATON.

\lll

in the sale of carriages.

Mr. Welsh served two

in the State Legislature,

and

in 1885

was

appointed Collector of Internal Revenue for the
Second Illinois District bv President Cleveland.

CHARLES

WHEATON.

born in Warren, R.

I.,

May

Aurora.
graduated

attorney.
29, 1829,

from the literary department of Trinity College,
Hartford, Conn., in 1849. and studied law in the
office of B. F. Thomas. Worcester. Mass.. being
admitted to the bar Sept. 7. 1851. He began his
practice in Worcester, but

came

to Batavia,

III..
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and

in 1854,

years later located at Aurora.

five

he

1904

In

He was

practice.

engaged

actively

is

Mayor

elected

in

of

his

legal

He has always

GEORGE

C.

Kane

ship,

May

Y..

111.,

and

JOHN WHEELER,

lumber dealer and general
Geneva, 111., was born in Geneva,
1866. son of Michael Wheeler, who is

contractor,

Jan.

18.

farmer, Blackberry Town-

born in Chenango
obtained his edu-

111.,

1841;

9,

schools

public

the

in

been a Republican.

County,

County, N.
cation

WEST,

Anna Baker of Geneva.
now living.

they have four children

Aurora on

the Prohibition ticket in 1864, and was a mem
ber of the Illinois Constitutional Convention oi
1870.

1870. to Miss

935

Blackberry-

of

Township, Jennings Seminary (Aurora) and
the West Aurora High School; has resided on
which he inherited since a
his present farm
child two years of age; married March 5, 1863,
Nancy McDole.

—

—

JACOB WESTERMAN,

merchant, Dundee,
born at Rome, N. Y., March 19, 1844; came
west with his parents in 1855, locating first at
Greenwood, McHenry County, 111. In 1864 he
enlisted in Company H, Ninety-fifth Illinois
Volunteer Infantry; established a general store
in Dundee in 1874. which he conducted foi
nineteen years. Since 1893 he has been a member of the firm of Borden, Westerman & Co.,
Mr.
dealers in coal, lumber, flour and feed.
Westerman was married Sept. 13, 1866, to Miss
111.,

Emily Hathaway,

JAMES
St.

Sept.

born

111.,

111.

(deceased),

to

Brunswick, B.
the United States

1834, locating on a claim in St. Charles,

County, in the
Abolitionist

fall

the

in

of that year;

ante-bellum

in

Kane

was a stanch
days and an

He
supporter of Abraham Lincoln.
strongly advocated the necessity of good schools,
and established one of the first free schools in
the State.
Mr. Wheeler was married Jan. 25.
1835, to Jerusha Young, and they became the
parents of eight children, six of whom are now
living.
He died April 22, 1890,
B. T.

J.

in

WHEELER,

farmer,

the town where he

25, 1842;

which he

grew

to

St.

now

manhood on

Charles.

111.,

resides, April

his father's farm,

worked on shares for twentyfour years (1866-1890), and at the time of his
father's
of

later

death

the other

(1890),

heirs and

\\

HIEEXrEK..

A..

earnest

born

JOHN

farmer,

New

in

came

1808;

20,

Greenwood,

WHEELER

T.

Charles,

of

bought the interests
has since owned the

estate. Mr. Wheeler served in the One Hundred
and Twenty-seventh Illinois Volunteer Infantry
during the Civil War. He was married Nov. 5,

still living.

High School

the Geneva
and the following year
the livery business in Geneva, in

He was graduated from
in

1883,

engaged in
which he continued

In 1897
for twelve years.
he entered into the lumber trade in Geneva,
with which he undertook a general contracting
In 1902 he established a factory in
business.
Geneva for the manufacture of all kinds of
packing boxes, which has since become the

Cannon Box Company, with over

a

hundred

employes. His career as a contractor practically began with the building of the East Side
School, in Geneva, in 1899, and since that time
he has done much of the building connected
with the "State Home for Girls" at Geneva.
is engaged in the erection
two cottages for the St. Charles

At present (1903) he
of

the

first

"Home for Boys." an institution that is expected to equal or surpass anything of the kind

When fully completed
have over forty buildings, and will have
Mr. Wheeler was
cost more than $1,500,000.

in
it

the United States.

will
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married in 1892 to Miss Mary Cannon, daughter
of Daniel Cannon, of Geneva.

EDWARD

C. WHILDIN, retired farmer. Big
born in Sugar Grove, Kane County,
111., Dec. 26, 1844; was educated in the public
schools, and began farming in Sugar Grove
Township, Kane County. In 1879 he purchased
a farm two miles north of the village of Big
Rock, which he cultivated until 1893, when he
Mr. Whildin has
retired from active labor.
occupied various important official positions
during his active years. He was Assessor for
four years, and was elected Supervisor in 1887,
a position which he has filled continuously to
For the last six years he
the present time.
Mr. Whildin
has been Justice of the Peace.
was married May 28, 1873, to Mary G, Taylor.

Rock,

111.,

JOHN

WHILDIN,

farmer, Big Rock, was
Cambria County, Penn.,
and came with his parents to Kane County in
Here he was educated in
his early boyhood.
the public schools, and then began farming.
He bought out the heirs to the old homestead
For over
in 1881, where he is now living.
C.

born July

1843, in

12,

been a member of the
School Board, and in 1903 was elected Highway

has

he

years

thirty

Commissioner

for the third term.

In politics

a Republican, and takes an active interest
affairs.
In 1864 he married Harriet

he

is

in

local

S.

Potter,

and

this

of

union have been born

three boys and two girls.

JOHN

WHILDIN

R.

(deceased), farmer, born

in

Big Rock Township, Jan.

in

what was known

then

on

located

28, 1850;

educated

as the "Old Center School,"

his

father's

farm;

followed

and was well known as
a successful manager and a high-minded gentleman; married in 1877 Miss Mary E. Davis.
farming

all

JOSEPH
tavia,

111.,

his

life,

H. WHIPPLE, pioneer settler. Baborn in Springfield, Otsego County,

came

grew

manhood

Geneva Township, Kane
farming and followed that
1860; engaged in the coal,
grain and agricultural implement trade in the
latter year in Geneva, and later was engaged in
the United States Railway Mail service for five
years.
He was married in 1863 to Catherine
E. Curtis, who still survives "her husband, and
resides on a part of the old Curtis homestead
on Batavia Avenue. Of the five children born
to Mr. and Mrs. White, Frank C, Mrs. Ellen
King, and Mary E. Grenier, are living in 1903
Kate E. (White) Curtis died in 1895. and Fredto

County; trained
occupation until

erick

S.

in

to

White died

in 1900.

FRED O. WHITE (deceased), was born in
Wrentham, Mass., Sept. 30, 1839, son of Frederick W. and Catherine (Ford) White, whose
remote ancestors came from England and were
among the first settlers of New England. The
parents removed to Illinois in 1856, and settled
in Sugar Grove Township. Kane County.
Fred
completed his schooling in the public schools
and in Jennings Seminary, a well known
Aurora institution.
On the outbreak of the
O.

Civil

War

he enlisted in

Company

A, Thirty-

sixth Illinois Volunteer Infantry, serving until
In 1866 he became junior
lumber firm of Loomis & White,
of Aurora.
Mr. White continued in this business until 1870, when he became the head of
the lumber firm of White & Todd.
In 1881 he
was one of the organizers of the Aurora Creamery Company, and was also one of the original
stockholders and a director of the Aurora
National Bank. The lumber firm of White &
Todd is still in existence, though Mr. White and
Mr. Todd are both deceased. Mr. White was a
member of the building committee that erected
the Aurora Cotton Mills, a charter member of
the Home Building & Loan Association, and
was for a time Director and Secretary of tha
Aurora Slate Mantel Company. He was Chairman of the Republican County Central Com

November,

member

1863.

of the

to Illinois in 1846,

mittee for four years. City Treasurer in 1869-70.

locating in Batavia, where, during his business

and Mayor in 1885. The same year in which he
was Mayor he was appointed a member of the
State Commission to locate a Soldiers' and
Sailors' Home, and did much to secure the erection of the Soldiers' Memorial and Library
Building in Aurora. For twenty years he was
A
on the West Side Board of Education.
marked and ready writer, he was a frequent

N. Y., Dec. 12, 1816;
career, he

was interested

of that

place,

served

in

in

in the stone quarries

milling and other pursuits;

numerous

county

and

municipal

offices.

AMASA L. WHITE (deceased), Geneva. 111.,
born in Windham County, Vt., Sept. 10, 1825;
came with his parents to Illinois in 1839. and

contributor to the "Chicago Inter-Ocean."

He
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died May 30, 1892, in Aurora, and a public
meeting in the Opera House, presided over by
Senator H. H. Evans, gave expression to the
public feeling as to the loss of the

community

and to the general sense of his worth. In 1861
he married Miss Olivia M. Todd, daughter of
Levi Todd, of Aurora.

WINFIBLD

WHITE,

S.

farmer,

retired

was born in Geneva, 111., Jan. 13,
1845, son of Mr. and Mrs. Amasa White, who
settled in Geneva in 1839. He obtained his education in the public schools of Geneva and
Batavia, and was engaged in farming in Blackberry Township, Kane County, and on the old
White homestead (Geneva) until 1885, when
he removed to Batavia, where he has since
resided.
Mr. White was married in 1871 to
Batavia,

111.,

Miss Elizabeth C. Conde, daughter of Cornelius
B. Conde, one of the pioneer settlers of Batavia.

FRANK

S.

WHITMAN,

Northern Hospital

nois

born in Belvidere,

111.,

Superintendent
the

for

Insane,

Illi-

cated in the Belvidere city schools and in the
old Chicago University, and in 1872 graduated
from Hahnemann Medical College, receiving an
honorary degree from the Chicago Homoeo-

pathic Medical College in 1878.
He practiced
medicine at Belvidere from 1872 until Jan. 12,
1899, when he was appointed Superintendent of
the Illinois Northern Hospital for the Insane
at Elgin, and at the present time (1904) is
filling that position.

Dr.

Whitman

is

a

member

Homoeopathic Association, the
American Institute of Homoeopathy, and the
American Medico Psychological Association.
He is Professor of Mental Diseases at the Chicago Homoeopathic Medical College.
the

of

Illinois

-

AARON WHITNEY,
born

111.,

in

retired farmer, Elburn,

Chautauqua County, N.

Y.,

April

educated in the public schools and
came to Kane County, 111., in 1854, where he
was engaged in farming until 1903, when he
30,

1828;

retired.

WILLIAM
Lake,
Sept.

23,

N.

WHITNEY,

born

legislator,

Geneva

County, N. Y.,
1828, and received his education in

Wis.,

in

Ontario

West Walworth and
Macedon Academies. For ten years he taught
school, then came to DuPage County, 111., in
185S, and two years later was elected Clerk
the public schools and the

Court and ex-officio County
the Circuit
Recorder, being re-elected to the same position
four years later, serving in all eight years. In
1868 he was admitted to the bar, but never enof

gaged in practice. In 1870 he was elected to
the General Assembly from DuPage County;
in 1872 was chosen a member of the State Board
of Equalization, and in 1879 became connected
with the Eastern Illinois Asylum for the Insane, having charge of the accounts of the
Later he lived at
institution for eight years.
Batavia, but now maintains his home in Geneva
Lake, Wis.

DANIEL WHITNEY,

dairy farmer,

Campton

Township, Kane County, was born in the township where he now resides, Jan. 3, 1840; educated in the district schools; remained on the
parental homestead until 1870, when he purchased a farm near Wasco, where he has since
resided; has held several township offices; married Feb. 16, 1863. Althea M. Babbitt.

was

was edu-

Sept. 27, 1849,
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WILLIAM

C.

WIDMAYER,

farmer,

Hamp-

Township, Kane County, 111., born in
Wurtemburg, Germany, Dec. 31, 1844; came
with his parents to America in 1851 and located
In 1861 he enin Kane County about 1854.
listed in Company K, Fifty-second Regiment
Illinois Volunteer Infantry and served in the
Union army during the War of the Rebellion.
About 1869 he purchased a farm in Hampshire
Township. Mr. Widmayer has been three times
married, his first wife being Miss Marguerite
Huber, his second wife Louisa Gerling, and his
present wife, whom he married March 10, 1886,
was Mrs. Sarah (Shuler) Wink, of Chicago.
shire

GEN. ELIJAH WILCOX, son

of

Gen.

Sil-

vanus Wilcox, who was a private in the Revolutionary War, and son of Silvanus Wilcox, a
Captain in the same war, was born in the town
of Glen, County of Montgomery. State of New
He was married in the
York, May 10, 1792.
town of Florida in said county, on August 26,
1813, to Miss Sally Shuler, and eight sons (two
of whom died in childhood) and two daughters
were born of this union. The military title
came to Gen. Elijah Wilcox, as well as to his
father, by commission from the Governor of
New York through service in the State Militia.

Heavy

financial

homes

for

losses

following the panic of

him toward the Far West, to seek
his children. With his eldest daugh-

1837 turned
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ter

and her husband, John

Hill,

eldest sons, Silvanus, Daniel S.

and his three
and Calvin E.,

he came to Elgin, 111., in the summer of 1839,
where they purchased two large "claims," when
In May, 1844, the
he returned to the East.
mother with the four younger children. Edward S., Hannah M. (Mrs. C. R. Collin). John
S. and William H., came west, and the father,
having adjusted his business affairs in his New
York home, came the following winter. He at
once became a prominent worker in the community.
March 10, 1843, he was elected a
Trustee of the Elgin Academy, and was almost
constantly kept upon some local or State Commission, locating roads, establishing schools and
churches, and developing the new country. He

Plum, mention of whom is made elsewhere in
volume.
Mr. and Mrs. Wilcox are the
parents of five children: William Arnold, of
Aurora; Jennie P., wife of C. C. Higgins, of
McCook, Neb.; Georgia, Irene and Helen.
this

represented the Kane County District as State
Senator in tne General Assembly of 1846-48. An
ardent Universalist, his good wife was a Con-

and he aided all churches.
was a Democrat in politics and a warm
gregationalist,

He
per-

sonal friend of Stephen A. Douglas, the great
patriotic leader of that party. At the outbreak

Wilcox patriotencouraged his three youngest sons to
enlist for the war in maintenance of the
Union; and widely respected and greatly beloved, he died at his pioneer farm home in Kane
County, on December 11, 1862. His excellent
wife, who in her different sphere was equally
and tenderly loved, died also in Elgin, at the
home of her youngest daughter, April 2, 1875.
of the rebellion in 1861, General
ically

JOHN

WILCOX,

merchant. Aurora,
Kane County, 111., was born in Otsego County,
N. Y., Oct. 14. 1845, son of R. A. and Caroline
(Wells) Wilcox, who brought their family to
Aurora in 1856. George R. Wilcox obtained
his education in the schools of his native State
and at Aurora. He was trained to a mercantile
life, and in 1863, joined his father in a grocery
store, and two years later engaged in the drygoods business with T. M. Fulton under the
name of Fulton & Co., later becoming sole
proprietor of the business.
During Mr. Wilcox's career of the past forty years, he has been
eminently successful as manager of the drygoods business, which has continuously inR.

creased in volume from the date of
ment to the present time (1903).

its

establish-

Fraternally

he is a charter member of the City Club of
Aurora, and served as President of that organization for two terms.
In 1872 he was married
to Miss Kate P. Plum, daughter of William V.

WILCOX

JOHN SHULER WILCOX,
ville,

GEORGE

s.

Montgomery County,

born at Fulton-

N.

Y.,

1833, the seventh son of Gen. Elijah

March

18.

and Sally

came with his parents to
May, 1842, and grew to manhood
upon the farm homestead on the southeast
quarter of Section 4 in Elgin Township.
He
acquired his education by attendance upon the
public schools during the winter, and about a
year and a half spent at the "Liberal Institute,"
Galesburg, after which he studied law with his
brother Silvanus and was admitted to the bar
in 1855.
On Sept. 3, 1856, he was married to
Miss Lois A. Conger, who was born Feb. S.
Uzziah and Hannah
1838, the daughter
of
(West) Conger, of Galesburg. 111. Soon after
the breaking out of the W ar of the Rebellion.
Mr. Wilcox, in company with his brothers afterwards Adjutant Edward S. and Captain William H. Wilcox enlisted in the Fifty-second
Regiment Illinois Volunteer Infantry, in which
he was successively promoted to the positions
Lieutenant-Colonel. Colonel and
of Captain,
(Shuler)

Illinois

Wilcox,

in

T

—

—
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During

Brevet Brigadier-General.

its

term of

service of over three years, this regiment took

some

part in

most memorable battles

of the

of

Corinth
(siege and second battle), Iuka, Resaca, Kenesaw Mountain, Atlanta, Jonesboro and the
"March lo the Sea" with Sherman. General
including

war,

the

Wilcox

is

those of

member

a

Shiloh,

of the Society of the

Army

and he and his two brothers
just named are comrades of the Illinois Commandery of the Grand Army of the Republic
and companions of the Military Order of the
Loyal Legion of the United States. His residence has been at Elgin, and in his civil and
of the Tennessee,

life he has held numerous positions,
including those of member of the Elgin Academy and Library Boards; Mayor of Elgin in
1867, and Postmaster of that city, appointed in

business

1876; Director of the First National -Bank and

the Elgin City Banking

Company,

of the

Loan

& Homestead Company, of the Packing Company of the Kane County Agricultural Society,
and of the Chicago &

Pacific

Railway Company.

in connection with the latter also holding the

position of General Solicitor.

In religious be-

a Universalist, and in
his political affiliations a stalwart Republican.

General Wilcox

lief

is

His latest public service has been in connection
with the preparation of the History of the Early
Settlement of Kane County, preceding the
Biographical Department of this work, to which
he has devoted much faithful and laborious
research with gratifying results. General Wilcox and wife have been the parents of four

whom

children, of

Dwight Conger, now

three are

still

living, viz.:

Marie
W., now Mrs. Fits, of Reading, Mass.; and Miss
Marguerite, at home with her parents, their
second son, John Hill, having died, August 3.
1892.
They have six grandchildren.
of Pine Bluff, Ark.;

JOHN W. WILCOX,
Charles,

111.,

came

1811;

born

to

retired

farmer,

at Colebrook, Conn., April

Kane County,

111.,

St.
2,

in April, 1850

locating on a farm in Plato Township, removed

Charles Township in 1883, remaining
on the farm he still owns, until 1901.
Since the latter date he has lived retired in
St. Charles village.
Mr. Wilcox has been twice
married, his first wife, whom he married Nov.
22. 1835, being Sallie Stowell, who died Dec. 29,
1865.
June 4. 1867, he married for his second
to

St.

there,

wife

Mary McFaggart Marble.
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SILVANUS WILCOX,

eldest son of Gen. Eli-

jah Wilcox, was born September 30, 1818, in
Glen Township, Montgomery County, N. Y. At
the age of fifteen years his lather obtained his,
appointment to the West Point Military Academy. Among his classmates were Generals W.
T. Sherman, George H. Thomas and Stewart Van
Vleit, and his room-mates were Generals H. W.
Halleck and Schuyler Hamilton.
For years
these close friends held their delightful annual
reunions, until one by one they were mustered
honored
earthly
from their exceptionally
life.
Mr. Wilcox was married August 27. 1840, at Amsterdam, N. Y., to Miss Jane Mallery. and they had
one son, also named Silvanus. who died un-

careers into the higher spiritual

The father was a man of fearless and
unwavering integrity of thought, speech, and
action, and a very able and conscientious lawyer.
Although averse to holding public office,
he was twice elected Judge of the Circuit Court,
discharging his duties intelligently and with
high integrity. He was an independent Union
Democrat, and an active Universalist. He died
January 15, 1902, holding in a marked degree
the confidence and respect of the community.
married.

WILLIAM

H.

WILCOX,

estate operator, Elgin,

111.,

lawyer

was born

and

real-

in Tilton-

ville, Montgomery County, N. Y., Jan. 13, 1836,
came with his parents to Kane County in 1842,
and grew to manhood on his father's farm,

receiving his education

and

at

in

the

Lombard University

public schools
Oalesburg.
In

1859 he went to Missouri where he was conducting a plantation in Dade County when the
In the spring of 1861 he
Civil War broke out.
returned to Elgin, where he helped organize
Company G, of the Fifty-second Illinois Volunteer Infantry, of which he was commissioned
First Lieutenant.
Shortly after the battle of
Pittsburg Landing he became Captain of his
company, and continued as its commander until

mustered out at Savannah, Ga., after three
years and four months of active and laborious
During this period he participated in
service.
all the campaigns of the Army of the Tennesexcept the movement against Vicksburg,
taking part in the battles of Pittsburg Landing.
Iuka, Corinth, Chickamauga, Resaca. Kenesaw
Mountain, Lovejoy Station and many others.
Elgin,
to
In 1865 Captain Wilcox returned
studied law. and was admitted to the bar. He
see,
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devoted himself exclusively to his profession
when he turned his attention to realestate operations, and has made four additions
to Elgin and one each to St. Charles and Geneva.
He was the promoter and builder of the

until 1881,

Crown

Works

and was
appointed Postmaster at Elgin in 1886 by President Cleveland, holding the position one term.

He

Electric

a

is

member

at St. Charles,

of the military orders of the

Loyal Legion, the Grand Army of the Republican d the Society of the Army of the Tennessee.
In 1857 he was married to Mary A. Green, of
Galesburg, 111., who died in 1878. The followingyear he married Helen E. Green, of Rockford.
Mo.

CLARK WILDER
Aurora,

came
of

111.,

born in

(deceased), pioneer settler.

New Hampshire,

to Illinois in 1837, locating

land which

is

now within

in 1801;

on 160 acres

the city limits

Barnes,
George.

Frank, Mrs. Mary Thompson, and
Mr. Willey died in 1896; his wife

dying in 1865.

JOHN H. WILLIAMS, lawyer and Probate
Judge Kane County. Elgin, 111., was born in
Waushara County,

Wis., in 1857, son of Rev.
Richard Williams, a Welsh Congregational minister, and with his parents when ten years old
came to Kane County, 111. He is a graduate of

the
1876,

West Aurora
and

of the

(111.)

High School,

Law Department

class of

of the Uni-

meantime he taught
was known as a very
capable teacher. He was admitted to the bar
in 1880. and two years later became a resident
of Elgin, where he was elected City Treasurer
in 1891 and 1892.
He served six years in the
Elgin City Council, and in 1902 was elected
Probate Judge of Kane County.
versity of Iowa.

In the

school three years, and

and was known as one of the leading farmers of that locality; married in 1833
Miss Hannah Lord, and the living representatives of this pioneer family are:
George W.
Bert S., Mrs. Mary Lossing, Lewis and Joel M.
Mr. Wilder died in 1870; his wife surviving
until March, 1901, having reached the venerable
of Aurora,

age of over ninety years.

GEORGE WILDER,

surveyor and civil enborn in New York State.
Dec. 14, 1833; came west with his parents in
1837; his first experience was with an engineer
ing party engaged in the construction of the
branch of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy
Railroad running from Aurora, Batavia and
Turner Junction, remaining with that company
until 1853, since which time he has been employed at different times by the Wabash, Minne
sota
Midland, and Santa Fe Railways in
construction work.
Mr. Wilder was married
in 1858 to Miss Anitta Perry, of Aurora, and
they have five children now living: Perry, Wallace, A. K., Maud and Mabel.
gineer.

Aurora,

111.,

HENRY
SARDIS WILLEY
tler;

born

in Jefferson

(deceased),

County. N.

pioneer
Y.. in

1811:

came to Illinois in the '30s, locating on land
which he purchased from the Government in
Sugar Grove Township, Kane County; became
a

prosperous

owned

several

Township.

farmer

and

at

tracts of land

He was married

different
in

times

Sugar Grove

in 1847 to

B.

WILLIS.

set-

Miss Abi

R. Brown, and their children are Mrs. Charlotte

HENRY
111.,

was

B.

bom

WILLIS, lawyer and
in Brattleboro. Vt.,

jurist. Elgin,

May

8.

1849.

and reared to manhood in DeKalb County. 111.,
whither his parents removed in the early '50s.
His education was secured in the country
schools, Clark's Seminary at Aurora, and HillsHe read law
dale College, at Hillsdale, Mich.
with Judge Ranstead and Judge Kellum, both
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and graduated from the Law College,
Two years later
Albany, N. Y., in 1871.
he began practice at Elgin, 111., where he waT
elected State's Attorney in 1876. He also served
In 1890
as Mayor of Elgin in 1885 and 1886.
and 1891 he was Corporation Counsel of the
city, and in 1891 was chosen Circuit Judge, an
office to which he was re-elected to 1897 and
again in 1903. He was married in 1874 to Miss
Lucy E. Waite. of Elgin.
of Elgin,
at

MILES W. WILLIS,

retired farmer

IRA
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WILSON

(deceased), Chicago, was
near Batavia, 111., son of
Samuel Wilson, of whom a sketch appears on
another page, and was reared and educated in
his native town.
As a young man he was
engaged in the dry-goods business there, but
C.

born Jan.

29,

1837,

and grain-

Elburn, Ill.born in Erie County, Penn..
March 22, 1836, son of Horace and Amy (Miller) Willis, came with his parents to Illinois
in 1844.
They made their home in Blackberry
Township, Kane County, where he completed
his education, and became a farmer.
He was
dealer,

married, Nov. 13, 1868, to Isabella Warne,
daughter of Henry and Charity (Stone) Warne.
Mr. Willis continued farming until 1863, when,
in
connection with his half-brother, J. W.
Swain, he went into the hay and grain business.
The following year he disposed of his interests
in this connection, and bought largely of western lands. He is a Mason, and is a stockholder
in the Kane County Bank.
He has done much
traveling, in Texas caring for his stock and in
Kansas looking after his land investments. At
the present time his main business is looking
after a farm which he has put into the hands
of a renter.

JOHN W. WILSON

(deceased), early settler

Sugar Grove Township, was born in New
York, Nov. 30, 1812, son of John Wilson, a
native of Acworth, N. H., and a descendant of
Rev. John Wilson, a Puritan clergyman, who
came to Boston in 1830. John W. Wilson, the
of

Illinois pioneer,

was reared

to

manhood

in his

native place, where he was trained to farming.

Coming

to

Illinois

in 1835 he

purchased Gov-

ernment land in Sugar Grove Township, for
which he paid $1.25 an acre, and which he
brought under cultivation, making it one of the
finer farms of Kane County.
A man of intelligence, character and integrity, he was well and
favorably known.
In 1844 he married Eliza
Lamb, born in New York in 1820. His death
occurred July 21, 1866, in Sugar Grove, and that
of his wife, Feb. 9, 1871.
In 1903 their living
children were: Theophilus, Aurora, 111.; Grace

(now Mrs. Howard); Jesse, of Colorado; William W. and Joseph, of Sugar Grove.

HA
sold

out

in

I860,

C.

WILSON.

and with

his

young

wife,

located in Golden, Colo., becoming one of the
pioneer farmers of the Rocky Mountain region.

new Territory, he
where he engaged in
teaming business, which he conducted until his
retirement from business in 1896. In the course
of his long career he had many contracts for
the handling of heavy machinery and the erection of monuments, but he was proud of the
fact that he never had an accident resulting in
After. Ave years spent in the

returned

to

Chicago,

the injury of one of his employes.

Among

the

important works which devolved upon him
during this period was the placing in position
of the immense machinery used at the North
Chicago water-works and installing the plants
of the Chicago City Railway.
His personal
standing was of the very highest character, and
he was regarded as the soul of business integrity.
While in Colorado he and his wife had
many thrilling experiences: once having to flee
from the Indians, at another time having a tornado sweep away their home, and once barely
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escaping death from the spring floods, for which
mountain region is famous. As an Assessor at Golden, he had to cover more territory
than would be included in an Illinois county.
that

At

different times he

made

six different trips

across the plains before the coming of the

He

road.

died

March

9,

1903, at his

rail-

home

in

Douglas Park, Chicago, on the anniversary of
the death of his father, and, like his father,

pneumonia. In 1860 he married Miss Mary
Conde, daughter of Cornelius B. Conde, of Batavia, a sketch of whose life will be found
The surviving memelsewhere in this work.
bers of the family are: Mrs. Wilson, and her
daughter, Mrs. Minnie Wilson Hickok, of Berwyn. 111.
of

WILLIAM W. WILSON,

farmer and stockraiser, Sugar Grove Township, was born in that
township, March 17, 1856, and grew to manhood
on his father's farm. His education was received in the local schools, and an academy at
Forestville, N. Y., and he has become widely
known as a representative Kane County farmer.
For several years he has been a Trustee of the
Sugar Grove Manual and Industrial Institute.
In 1882 he married Miss Mattie J., daughter
of Thomas and Eliza (Benton) Smith, born in
Kansas, but reared to womanhood in the home
of her aunt, Mrs. Ruth Snow, of Sugar Grove
Township. Their only child, Glidden S.. is at
home with his parents. Joseph Wilson, the
youngest son of John W., born in Sugar Grove
Township, Dec. 3. 1859, and educated in the
home schools, has joined his brother, William
operations that r.ave
most noted in Kane
County. They give much attention to blooded
stock, and handle very extensively high-grade
W.,

in

made

those extensive

their

farm one

of the

Aberdeen - Angus cattle and
William W. belongs

swine.

Poland
to

the

-

China

Modern

Woodmen.

SAMUEL WILSON

(deceased), pioneer

Kane County,

citi-

ments

for

which that

has since become

city

When

gold was discovered in California, his attention was attracted to the demand

famous.

and horses on the

for cattle

he

made two

and

Pacific Coast,

trips overland to that region, tak-

ing live-stock to market at that point.
He
returned each time by way of .the Isthmus of
Panama, thence by sea to New York and by
rail to Batavia.
Mr. Wilson was also engaged
in gold-mining in California for several years
prior to his death,

March

1855.

9,

which occurred

at Batavia

He married Lydia Shaw, who

died in Batavia June 28, 1885.

ROBERT A. WINDETT, physician and surgeon, Aurora, 111., was born in Bristol, Kendall
County, 111., Oct. 5, 1860, and received his
academic education at the Sugar Grove Normal
Institute and Jennings Seminary, Aurora. He
read medicine under the preceptorship of Dr.
S. C. Gillett, of Aurora, and was a graduate of
Rush Medical College, of Chicago, in 1887. at
once beginning his practice in Aurora, where
he has continued to the present time. Manifesting a special aptitude for surgery, he has
given that branch of his profession much attention, and has won a high standing as a skilled
and scientific surgeon. Dr. Windett holds membership in the American Medical Association,
the Illinois State Medical Society, the Fox River
Valley Medical Association and the Aurora
Medical Society. In the Aurora Hospital staff
of physicians and surgeons he is prominent,
and has been long regarded as one of its most
reliable members.
The Doctor is a member of
the West Side Board of Education, and is much
interested in educational affairs. He was married in 1886 to Miss Evelyn S. West, of Chicago.
Fraternally he belongs to the Modern Woodmen of America, the Knights of the Globe, the
Sons of St. George and all the Masonic bodies
of Aurora, being also a Noble of the Mystic
Shrine, Medinah Temple, Chicago, and the Oriental Consistory (thirty-second degree), of the

same

was born in
Vermont. March 1, 1805, son of Samuel Wilson,
who was of New England ancestry, grew to
manhood on a farm and became one of the
early farmers in Kane County, having established his home at Nelson's Grove when the
Later he refirst settlement was made there.
moved to Batavia, where he became one of the

Johnsbury, Vt..
Feb. 4, 1835, the son of David and Cynthia Demick) Wing. David Wing, the father, was born
at Rochester, Vt., Jan. 26. 1806, son of Isaac and
Betsey (Allen) Wing, the former born at Hard-

manufacturers, establishing the manufacof fanning-mills and agricultural imple-

wick, Mass., in 1770. and the latter a native of
The maternal grandparents of
Pomfret, Vt.

zen,

first

ture

Batavia,

111.,

city.

CLINTON
Charles,

111.,

D.

WING,

was born

real-estate
at

St

dealer.

St.

(
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SamClinton D. Wing were Keys and Annis
son) Deniick, both natives of Massachusetts,
while his mother, Cynthia Demick, was bom at
Williston, Vt., in 1805. The paternal great-grand
(

parents were James and Rebecca (Willis)
Wing, natives of Hardwick, Mass., the former

born Nov. 18. 1733,

and the

latter in 1735.

The

subject of this sketch received his educational
training in St. Lawrence County, N. Y., and on

was married to Margaret Wyne.
born at Massena, N. Y., and educated in the
schools of St. Lawrence County, same State.
Mr. and Mrs. Wing have had a family of nine
children, of whom three are now living. Their
Sept. 20, 1857,

names

in order of birth are as follows:

E, died April 29, 1865;

Viletta

Hortense M. and Clinton

D, Jr., still living; Adelia J„ died Sept. 30. 1865;
1, 1866; Hattie A., living; Mindied August 18, 1884; Fred M., died Au-

Nettie, died Jan.

nie

L.,

gust 27, 1884; Charles A., died August 26, 1884.
Mr. Wing has occupied several official positions,
including that of President of the Board of
Town Trustees, Mayor of St. Charles and memIn politics he is a
ber of the School Board.
Democrat, and in religious faith a Congregationalist.

EDWIN W. WING,

lawyer,

Elgin,

111.,

was

born in the city where he now resides, July 18,
1859, son of the Hon. Washington and Adeline

Wing; was a student in the public
and Elgin Academy, and graduated
from the Northwestern University Law School
(Chicago) in 1900; was admitted to the bar the
(Willetts)

schools

year of his graduation. He has since practiced
his profession in Elgin, though more or less
closely identified with the farming interests of
Kane County, owning land and formerly having been actively engaged in farming. He was

married

in 1886 to

Miss Esther Pierce, daughter

James T. and Sarah Pierce,
Wayne, DuPage County, 111.
of

WILLIAM
Elgin.

111.,

H.

WING

was born

in

of the

(deceased),

town

of

lawyer,

Wasntenaw County,

Mich., Jan. 3, 1836, the son of Washington and
Catharine (Himes) Wing, and died at Elgin in
1902. His parents were natives of New York, and
became pioneer settlers in Michigan. His father
represented Livingston County in the New

York Legislature in 1845-46. The elder Wing
came to Kane County, 111., in 1846, and was a
farmer near Elgin until his death, in 1888. The
son was educated in the schools of Michigan,

Elgin,

in

burg,

111.
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at Lombard University, GalesHe read law with Judge Sylvanus

and

Wilcox, of Elgin, and attended the law department of the University of Michigan, from
which he graduated and was admitted to the
bar in 1868. He began his practice at Elgin,
where he continued with marked success until
He was prominently identified with
his death.
the banking interests of Elgin as attorney for
the First National Bank, and one of its directors.
He was a stockholder in the Elgin National Bank.
He had extensive farm holdings,
and was the Treasurer of the Northern Illinois
Hospital for the Insane for five years. He
served also as Attorney for the city of Elgin,
and in his will he left the city that beautiful
Durtract of land now known as Wing Park.
ing his life his hand was ever open to the
Sherman Hospital, the Abbie C. Wing School,
the

Young Men's Christian Association and

the

His wife, Abbie C. Wing,
educator, was born in New Hampshire, daughter of Henry and Martha Saunders, and was
educated in the schools of her native State.
She came to Kane County as a teacher in 1854,
and was married to Mr. Wing in 1861,, but continued teaching in Elgin for some .time and
Universalist church.

gained much distinction as Principal of the
Elgin High School. In later years she was interested in various educational movements, and
is remembered as one of the most accomplished
instructors connected with school work in Kane
County. The Abbie C. Wing School, of Elgin,
was named in her honor. She lost her life in a
fire which consumed her house on Highland
Avenue, in Elgin, March 20, 1897.

LAWSON
cian,
3,

A.

was born

1821,

manhood

son of
in his

WINSLOW

(deceased),

physi-

December
Dr. George Winslow, grew to
native State, and received his

in Coleraine,

Mass.,

academic education in the schools of Charlemont and Pittsfleld, Mass. In 1S46 he came
west and first lived in Big Rock Township,
Kane County, 111., where his father also lived
and practiced medicine in the later years of his
life.
He was graduated from the Iowa Medical
College at Keokuk, Iowa, and began the active
practice' of his profession in Sugar Grove, 111.
From there he came to Aurora in 1857 and
practiced continuously in that city until failing

compelled him to retire from profesThis was about 1888, and at that
time his professional career in Aurora had covhealth

sional work.

HISTORY OF KANE COUNTY.

944

more than thirty years, and
more than forty years he had been a leading

ered a period of

ing,

for

1855;

member

of

profession

his

in

Kane

County.

Although he had a conscientious and chivalrous
regard for

all

the duties of the medical practi-

tioner and allowed nothing to interfere with its

was born in Sugar Grove, 111., Aug. 19,
was educated at Oberlin College, Oberlin,

Ohio, studied medicine under the preceptorship
of his father and graduated from Rush Medical
College, Chicago, in the class of 1881.

Waldo Tracy,

requirements, he was also prominent for many
years in Aurora as a man of affairs. He was
one of the founders of the Second National
Bank of Aurora and of the Aurora Silver Plate

Manufacturing Company,

in both of which corporations he was a director. An ardent member of the Republican party from the date of
its foundation until his death, he took an active
part in many political campaigns, but never as

a candidate for

office.

It

is

of interest to note,

in this connection, that the first Republican
convention held in the State of Illinois met
in Geneva, Kane County, and of this convention
Dr. Winslow was Secretary and his father-inlaw, Jethro Hatch, was President. He married
in 1851 Mercella Prudence Hatch, daughter of
Jethro Hatch, a pioneer settler in Sugar Grove
Township, Kane County.
Dr. Winslow died
March 27, 1891 in Albuquerque, New Mexico, to
which place he had gone in the hope of benefitting his health.

Mrs.

Winslow died January

Pasadena, California.— CHARLES E.
WINSLOW, physician, eldest son of the preced-

24, 1902, in

of

Mansfield,

Ohio.— MARTHA

WINSLOW,

daughter of Dr. Lawson A. Winslow, was born in Aurora, obtained her early
education in the schools of that city and was
graduated from Oberlin College in the class of
1879.
She began teaching school under the
auspices of the New West Education Commission, in Utah and New Mexico, and has since
devoted herse'.f to that profession. After teaching some years she took a special course in
Botany at Chicago University, Chicago, and
still later pursued a course of study at Leland
Stanford University, Palo Alto, Cal., which inM.

LAVVSOJi A. WINSIiOW.

For some

time thereafter he was Assistant Physician and
Surgeon at the Marine Hospital, Ghicago, and
later practiced several years in Aurora.
Since
1900 he has been resident physician at Bartlett
Springs, Cal., a noted health resort. He married
in 1883, Miss Louise N. Tracy of Mansfield, Ohio.
—FAYETTE D. WINSLOW, lawyer, second
living son of Dr. Lawson A. Winslow, was
born in Sugar Grove. 111., Aug. 26, 1857. He
grew up in Aurora and, after graduating from
the Aurora High School, finished his academic
studies at Beloit College, Beloit, Wis., graduating from that institution in the class of 1879.
In 1883 he was graduated from the law department of Columbia University, New York, and
was admitted to the bar in the Supreme Court
of Illinois in 1885.
He has since practiced his
profession and given attention to various business interests in Aurora, and is the only representative of this pioneer family now residing
in the city.
He married in 1891 Miss Jennie

stitution

conferred

upon

her

the

degree of

Master of Arts in 1898. She is now teacher of
Botany and Zoology in the high school at Pasadena, Cal.

MARTIN A. WITHEY, farmer and threshingmachine operator, was born June 14, 1853, in
Alleghany County, N. Y., and began his education in the public schools of his native State,

continuing it in the schools of Kane County,
whither his parents removed when he was
eleven years old. He began life for himself as
a farmer, which he has continued to the present
time.
For seven years he lived in Iowa, and
on returning to Kane County he bought a farm

HISTORY OF KANE COUNTY.
He is
one-half mile northwest of Kaneville.
member of the Mystic Workers of Kaneville.
He was married Feb. 14, 1878, to Miss Emma
L. Powley, a native of Kane County, and they

a

are the parents of three sons and one daughters.

Lenox Academy.
Livingston

in

945

In 1826 he engaged in a store

County,

N.

with

Y.,

.

an elder

brother, and went from there to Java,

Wyom-

ing County, whence he removed to Attica in
1847. When Wyoming County was organized in
1841, he was elected the first Clerk of the
County, and while a resident of Java, filled
various municipal offices.
In 1855 he removed

from Attica, N.

Y., to Batavia, 111., and engaged
mercantile pursuits, which he followed until
Since that time he has lived retired, and
1863.
is now a resident of Batavia, at the advanced
age of ninety-eight years. In 1836 he married
Miss Alvina Wright, of Middlebury, N. Y.. who

in

died in Batavia in 1893.

Eight children born
and Mrs. Wolcott, were all living in 1903,
the youngest being then fifty-two years of age.
to Mr.

V

I

1,1.

Uil)

ISW

\\

WILLARD WISWELL
St.

Charles,

111.,

was born

KIA,.

(deceased),

farmer.

in Mallet Bay, Vt., a

son of Darius Wiswell, of the same State. Mr.
Wiswell came to Blackberry, 111., in 1848, bringing with him his family, there bought a farm
and was engaged in its cultivation twenty
years.
In 1868 he removed to St. Charles,
where he lived retired from active business
still owning a large farm, which he rented to
a trusty tenant, at Mellen's Lake, near Bald
Mound. Mr. Wiswell was twice married, first
to Miss Rebecca Chiever, of Syracuse, N. Y.,
July 26, 1829, who died Feb. 13, 1874; and as
his second wife to Mrs. William Barnes, formerly Mrs. -Andrew Krimmer, whose husband
Mr.
was an early settler of Kane County.
Wiswell died at his home in St. Charles, Aug.
12,

HENRY
via,

111.,

pioneer,

Batavia,

111

,

born in Sandisfield, Berkshire County, Mass.,
Jan. 4, 1806, and was reared in his native town,
receiving his education in the local schools and

K.

K.

WOLCOTT.

WOLCOTT.

born in Java,

manufacturer, BataCounty, N. Y..

Wyoming

14,
1840, removed to Attica in 1848.
where he was educated in the public schools.

April
In

1856

he

located

with

his

where they engaged

father

in

mercantile business, but in 1861 this connection was
broken by his enlistment in the Union Army,
First
as
Sergeant of Company I, Forty
second Illinois Volunteer Infantry.
He made
a good record as a soldier, and was mustered
Batavia,

1890.

NELSON WOLCOTT,

HE\RY

111.,

in
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In 1866
out in 1866 with the rank of Major.
and '67, Major Wolcott was engaged in the drug
and grocery business, and the following year
became a member of the Newton Wagon Company. When the company was incorporated in
1873, he became its Secretary and Treasurer,
and twenty years later was elected President
and Treasurer, in which position (1903) he is
still

serving.

In

and fraternally

he

politics

is

member

a

is

a

of

Republican
the Loyal

Legion.

SEYMOUR A. WOLCOTT, Secretary and
Treasurer Bellevue Place Sanitarium, Batavia,
111., born in Java, N. Y., March 8. 1847, son of
Nelson and Alvina (Wright) Wolcott, was educated in the public schools and at Batavia
Institute, Batavia,

and was trained to the
which he was engaged in
years. He then became con111.,

druggist's trade in

Batavia for fifteen
nected with the management of the Bellevue
Place Sanitarium, which has continued to the
present time (1903) covering a period of twenty
years.
Mr. Wolcott was married in 1871 to
Miss Olivia Patterson, daughter of Dr. Richard
In
J. Patterson, Batavia, but who died in 1892.
1894 he was married to his present wife, Miss
Mary L. Emerson, who was born and reared in
the State of Maine.

CLARK WOOD

(deceased), Batavia,

111.,

born

Kane County, June 11, 1844, son of Samuel
and Eveline (Pierce) Wood. His parents came

in

from Jefferson County, N. Y.. and settled on
what was known as the "Bald Mound" farm,
and were among the first settlers of Kane
County. In 1864 he enlisted in the Union Army,
and served until the close of the war in the
One Hundred and Twenty-fourth Regiment
Illinois Volunteer Infantry; appointed superintendent of the County Alms House in 1870,
filling that

until

office

the time of his death

which occurred Feb. 2, 1888. He was married
in 1859 to Miss Celia S. Young, of Batavia.
D.

E.

WOOD,

cheese, Elgin.

III.,

kimer County, N.
Illinois

in

1866,

manufacturer of butter and
born at West Winfield, HerY.,

Dec.

locating

16,

first

came to
Richmond,

1846;
at

where he established a butter and cheese factory; came to Elgin in 1874 and has since been
identified with the butter and cheese industry
in that locality.

He

is

President of the D. E.

Wood

Butter Company, President of the Elgin
National Bank, and Vice-President and Treasurer of the Creamery Package Manufacturing
i

Company,
izers

of

was one of the organthe Elgin Board of Trade in March,
of Chicago.;

1872.

THEODORE WOOD,

coal merchant. Batavia,
born in Jefferson County, N. Y., May 17,
1840, son of Samuel and Mary (Pierce) Wood;
came with his parents to Illinois in 1842. locating in Blackberry Township, Kane County,
where he obtained his education in the pioneer
schools and worked on the farm; in 1862 he enlisted in the One Hundred and Twenty-fourth
Regiment Illinois Volunteer Infantry, serving
until 1866: located in Batavia after the war,
where he has since resided and has been continuously engaged in the coal and grain trade:
served as Mayor of Batavia. besides holding
other municipal offices; married in 1866 Miss
Lizzie B. Dolson, of Detroit, Mich.
111.,

L. E.
in

;

WOODWARD,

Piano.

banker. Aurora, 111., born
Kendall County, 111.. Jan. 31, 1873,
K. Woodward, of Washington, began

son of O.
his business career when eighteen years old as
a clerk in a store in Big Rock. After remaining
there two years, he came to Aurora in 1893 to
accept a position as bookkeeper in the old
Second National Bank, which he retained for
nine years. When the Aurora Trust and Savings Bank was organized, he was chosen
Cashier, and

is

now

officiating in that capacity.

JAMES WRIGHT, farmer, East Plato, Kane
County, 111., was born in East Plato, Kane
County, 111., March 6, 1859, son of William and
Sylvia (Seward) Wright, reared on the farm
and educated in the public schools. He began
life with
little capital, but
by industry and
economy was able to buy the family homestead,
and thus became owner of one of the very
finest farm properties in Kane County.
Here
he was engaged in dairy farming and horse
breeding until his death, which occurred Jan.
He was a member of the M. W. A..
23. 1900.
and was very active in its behalf. In 1885 he
was married in Miss Harriet Tucker, daughter
of Charles and Clara (Andrews) Tucker, residents of Plato Township. The living children
cf this couple are:
Merrill Elmer, Ida May,
Lester Leroy, Orris L. and Dora Effie Irene.

'
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WILLIAM WRIGHT

(deceased), pioneer, East

Kane County, born in London, England,
1813, came to the United States in 1836, and

engaged
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in the discharge of official duties.

Yarwood was married

Mr.

gentleman and an estimable

Miss Ha.ttie
Stewart, daughter of George A. Stewart, a merchant of Belvidere, 111., but later connected with
the famous Stewart contracting firm of St.
Louis.
Mr. Stewart was a brother of the head
of this firm, and came of the family well known
throughout England, Canada and the United

respects,

States, as builders of great public

Plato,
in

shortly

afterward

settled

in

Plato

Township,

Kane County, where he purchased Government
land and engaged in farming, continuing this
occupation until his death in 1872. A worthy

pioneer in all
he was highly regarded by all who
had to do with him in the early days. His wife.
Miss Sylvia Seward, was born in Binghamton.
N. Y., a daughter of Levi and Harriet (Spencer)
Seward, pioneer settlers in Kane County, where
they reared a family of ten children, six of
whom were living in 1903.

GEORGE

R.

YARWOOD,

Assessor, Elgin,

111.,

Elgin Oct. 26, 1859, son of James
R. and Sarah (Walter) Yarwood, and grandson
of R. L. Yarwood, who came to Elgin in 1844.
R. L. Yarwood came from Oriskany, N. Y„ as

was born

in

the representative of the woolen manufacturing
and merchandising interests of the Dexters,

Eastern capitalists who operated largely in the
West at an early day. Later the Yarwoods were
prominent among the merchants of Elgin for
many years. The elder Yarwood died in Elgin
in 1864, and the son, James R., in Merced, Cal.,
The maternal grandfather of George
in 187-8.
R. Yarwood came to Elgin in 1844, so that in
both lines his ancestors were pioneers in that
George R. Yarwood was reared in
locality.
Elgin, where he has spent the whole of his
life; was educated in the public schools and
Elgin Academy; and was for three years, while
a young man, junior partner in the firm of
Sherman & Yarwood, photographers, George
H. Sherman being the senior member. After
this he was engaged in the live-stock trade
from 1880 to 1883, and from 1883 until 1892 was
senior partner of the firm of Yarwood Brothers,
who were engaged in dairy-farming and breeding horses near Elgin. In 1892 he was elected
Tax Collector for Elgin, and the same year
was appointed Deputy Assessor, holding the
first-named office one year, and the latter for
four years.
In 1896 he was elected Assessor
for Elgin, and is now filling his ninth consecutive term in that position.
For several
months prior to making the assessment for
1898, he was Deputy County Clerk, acting as
Clerk of the Probate and County Courts of
Kane County.
Farming and other business
matters have occupied his attention when not

The only

countries.

Yarwood

in

1891

child

of

to

works in these
and Mrs.

Mr.

Stuart K. Yarwood, born Feb.

is

20,

1893.

LOUIS H. YARWOOD,

artist, Elgin. HI., born
Oriskany, Oneida County, N. Y., Nov. 15,
1827, son of Henry and Katie (Wiggins) Yarwood; educated in the public schools of his
native village, and at Whitestown Academy

at

(Whitestown, N. Y.); came west in 1851 and
Chicago two years; removed to Elgin
in 1853, where he became bookkeeper for the
Elgin Woolen Manufacturing Company; later
was engaged in the drug business as successor
to Allen C. Lewis, founder of Lewis Institute.
Chicago.
Retiring from the drug trade some
years later, he found himself free to give his
attention to art, for which he had always had
a fondness and for which he had shown talent
in early boyhood.
He has since devoted himself to this profession, and has painted many
lived in

pictures of superior merit; was the first librarian of the Elgin Public Library and filled that
position for several years; was one of the early

members
Academy.

of

the

Board

He married

of Trustees of Elgin
Caroline J. Drummond

born in Sherbrook, Canada, and their children
Marc D., a leading musician of Elgin; and
Mrs. Katie (Yarwood) Parsons, of Cleveland,
Ohio, who is prominent both in Elgin and
Cleveland as a soprano singer.

are:

DELOS W. YOUNG
surgeon, Aurora,

111.,

(deceased), physician and

was born

at

Jamestown,

N. Y., Jan. 30, 1829, son of Richard and Eleanor

(Pryne) Young, and when about twelve years
came with his parents to Illinois, the
family settling in the vicinity of Bristol, Kendall County. Here the son grew up on a farm,
receiving his education in the common schools
of that locality. He early appears to have developed a natural capacity for surgery when,
having dislocated his own wrist, he set it himself, treating it with such skill as to attract
the attention of Dr. Nicholas Hard, a prominent
of age,
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physician then practicing at Aurora. Through
the influence of Dr. Hard he was induced to
undertake the study of medicine, leaving home
with a small stock of clothing against the
protest

of

his

parents.

Aided by Dr. Hard,

who

furnished him employment enabling him
to pay his board, he finally graduated at the

physician, and his death, which occurred Sept.
1874, brought to a large proportion of the
8,

people of Aurora a deep sense of personal bereavement. Dr. Young was married June 20,
1852, at Aurora, 111., to Miss Ellen Barr, who

was born

at North East, Penn., Sept. 18, 1834,
daughter of Dr. Alonzo S. and Julia A.
(Griffin) Barr.
Dr. Barr was a physician at
Plainfield, 111., where he practiced many years.
and where he finally died. A remarkable co-in-

the

cidence in the history of Dr. Young is traced to
the fact that, while the marriage of himself
and wife in 1852 was the first to be celebrated
First Methodist church at Aurora,

in the old

was the first to take place in the
new church edifice of the same organization, a
little more than twenty-two years later.
Dr.
Young and wife had one daughter, now Mrs.
his funeral

wife of Dr. A. J. Ricker, of Aurora.
also survives in the city which has
been her residence for more than fifty years.
Ricker,

Mrs.

Young

Young's prominence in public affairs is
indicated by the fact that he served three terms
as Mayor of the City of Aurora, for several
Dr.

member

years was a

of the Board of Aldermen
and also served at different times
on the Board of Supervisors of Kane County.
He was President at the date of his death of
the Aurora School Board, and the "Young
School" of that city was named in his honor.
He was also prominently identified with va-

of that city,

DELOS W. YOUNG.

various medical

organizations, including the
Medical Society, in which he held the
of President, and the American Medical

Illinois

Medical College at Keokuk, Iowa, establishing
himself in his profession at Little Rock, Kendall County, where he remained a short time.
Then removing to Aurora, he succeeded there
to the practice of his preceptor who had recently died, and this continued to be his home
during the rest of his life, except while serving

office

Regiment Illinois Volunteer
Infantry, during the Civil War, in which he was
commissioned as Surgeon in the fall of 1861.
The severe strain to which he was subjected
during the first few months of the war made
such inroads upon his health that, after the
battle of Pea Ridge in March, 1S62, he was
compelled to tender his resignation and return
to Aurora, where he resumed his home practice.
In this position he became widely known

Minneapolis, Minn.; entered the United States
Engineering Corps in 1878, with which he remained two years; came to St. Charles in 1893,
and in 1900 became manager of the Garden City

in the Thirty-sixth

throughout Northern

Illinois,

both by his suc-

Association.

HENRY
Charles,
1848;

came

employed

March
engineering work

to Elgin,

in

St.

27.

11,

1867;

was

in

Ohio

and

111.,

Richard N.

FRANCIS

L.

YOUNG. Manager

of Kaneville

and County Line Creamery. Kaneville. Kane
County, was born in Strafford, Orange County,
Vt., Dec.

He was regarded
medical journals.
as a leading surgeon and fine type of the family

County,

to

YOUNG, mechanical engineer.
born in Lowell, Mass., June

Sand Company; married May 22, 1872 Rose E.
White of St. Charles, and they have one son,

cess as a practical physician and his contribu-

tions

M.

111.,

in

the

1,

1828,

111.,

came with

in 1843,

Township

of

his parents to

Kane

and lived with his parents
Blackberry

seven

years.
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land from the Government,
which he still retains. Until his retirement
from active business life in 1871 he continued
farming as his chief work. In 1879 Mr. Young
was elected on the Republican ticket as County

He then bought

Treasurer, filling that position seven years.
also held the office of Supervisor of the

He

town
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a year and a half, then rented half of the old

homestead for four years, after which he rented
what was known as the Edson Kimball place
for three years.
By this time he had become
forehanded enough to purchase land for himself, his first purchase being the Kimball place,
which he was already operating. In 1874 he
purchased seventeen acres of Mrs. Freeland,
and thirty acres of Mr. Loomis, also purchased
154 acres of Martin Switzer, and other realestate investments brought his entire farm
property in 1903 up to 470 acres. He deals in
horses and mules as well as cattle, and has
been Postmaster of Youngesdale since the establishment of the office in 1889; has also
served as School Director and is a prominent
Mason.
Mr. Younges was married in St.

:

i

I

FRANCIS

I,.

YOUNG.

two years, and for several years has been
Commissioner and Justice of the
Peace. In February, 1891, he became manager
of the Kaneville and County Line Creameries,
a duty which occupied about all of his time-m*
For

Highway

and in wi,^.. lie is sti.i engaged. Mr. Young
•-.-as married in March. 1857, to Miss Bettie Pat-

who

-rson,

died in

November

1871.

His second

•aarriage occurred in May, 1873, with Mrs. Ann
F. (Patterson) Annis.
Of his first marriage
.vire

born a son and a daughter, there being

SMITH YOUNGES,

stock-dealer, Elgin

Kane County, was born

Town-

Schoharie
1852, and came with
in

N. Y., Oct. 17,
parents to Elgin Township when eight
prs old. His education was acquired in the
^blic schools, and he was reared to manhood
the old homestead farm at East Plato.

.'ounty,

s

When
fiis

about twenty years old he worked for
W. W. McDonald, for about

brother-in-law,

Charles,

111.,

Dec. 24, 1874, to Miss Carrie Fer-

and they have four children: Clyde, Nellie,
Maude and Lizzie. It is said of him that he
ships more milk cows to Chicago and Mexico
than does any other dealer in this part of the

son,

10 children by the second marriage.

tip,

S3;iTH VOl \GES.

company with his brotherMr. McDonald, he opened a general
store in East Plato, and for three years the
State.

In 1897, in

in-law,

two were together, when Mr. McDonald died.
After his death Mr. Younges carried on the
store for a time alone, when it was burned
and never rebuilt.

NATHAN

S

HISTORY OF KANE COUNTY.

950
S.

YOUNG,

retired,

Batavia,

111.,

born in Strafford. Orange County, Vt., Aug. 20,
son of Nathan and Hannah (Smith)
1818,
Young, was reared to manhood in his native
town, where he was trained to mercantile purIn 1843 he was sent to Chicago to get
suits.
three children and bring them back to their
guardian in Vermont. This mission he accomplished in August, and in September he again
came west with his father's family and settled
in Blackberry Township, Kane County, on land
which his brother, P. S. Young, had purchased
from the Government. He continued farming
in Blackberry Township until 1852, when he
sold out and made some investments in Iowa,
and the following year bought a farm near
Batavia. On this he lived until 1857, when he
removed to Batavia. engaging in the grain and
lumber trade, and helping found the First
National Bank of that city. He was a director

and stockholder of this institution during
existence, and thereafter was cashier of t'
banking house of Gammon & Newton until 18-S
i

Since that time he has given his attention
the care of his real-estate interests. For

m

years he was Trustee of the village of Bat
and at various times has held other loca.
tions.
He was an old-time Whig, and in
was among the New England followers of Dm
iel Webster.
In later years he worked i
Abraham Lincoln. He has been a close stu;".
of

history,

and has a valuable collection

Kane County. Since 185: I
has kept a most interesting record of ti
weather for Kane County.
In Vermon v
began a daily diary, and has filled more tha
a dozen volumes with his notation of facts
fancies.
In 1862 he married Mary L. HolKwho was born in Lee, Mass.
facts relating to

!
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