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PREFACE.
Why publish this book? There should be many and strong reasons to warrant such an
Are there such reasons? What considerations are weighty enough to have
induced the publishers to make this venture? and what special claims has Illinois to such a
These are reasonaljle and inevitable inquiries, and it is fitting they should
distinction?
undertaking.

receive attention.

In the first place, good State Histories are of gi'eat importance and value, and there is
abundant and cheering evidence of an increasing popular interest in them. This is true of
all such works, whatever States may be their subjects; and it is conspicuously true of Illinois, for

the following,

early history of the

among many

West

other reasons:

Because of

as the seat of the first settlements of

—

its

great prominence in the

Europeans northwest of the

Ohio River the unique character of its early civilization, due to or resulting from its early
French population brought in contact with the aborigines its political, military, and educaprominence its steadfast loyalty and patriotism the marvelous development of its

tional

vast resources

—
—the number of

—
—

distinguished statesmen, generals, and jurists

furnished to the Government, and

its

whom

grand record in the exciting and perilous

it

conflicts

has

on

the Slavery question.

This
essential

is

the magnificent ('omnionwealth, the setting

whose history,

fortli of

in all of its

departments and features, seemed to warrant the bringing out of another volume
Its material has been gathered from every available source, and most

devoted to that end.
carefully

examined and

sifted before acceptance.

Especial

ca're

has been taken in collecting

and incidents in the personal history of men identiand later periods. This material has been
gathered from a great variety of sources widely scattered, and much of it quite inaccessible
to the ordinary inquirer.
The encyclopedic form of the work favors conciseness and compactness, and was adopted with a view to condensing the largest amount of information
material of a biographical character
fied

with the

life

of the State in

facts

;

Territorial

its

within the smallest practicable space.

And

so the Historical Encyclopedia of Illinois was conceived and planned in the belief
was needed; that no other book filled the place it was designed to occupy, or furnished the amount, variety and scope of information touching the infancy and later life of
Illinois, that would be found in its pages.
In that belief, and in furtlierance of those ends,

that

it

the book has been constructed and

its tojiics

selected

and written.

Simplicity, perspicuity,

conciseness and accuracy have been the dominant aims and rules of

The supreme mission
the earlier and later

its editors and writers.
and truthfully, historical facts; facts of
history of the State, and drawn from the almost innumerable sources

of the

book

is

to record, fairly

connected with that history; facts of interest to the great l>ody of our people, as well as to
and other special classes; a book convenient for reference in the school,

scholars, officials,

the

office,

and the home.

Hence, no attempt at

fine writing,

no labored, irrelevant and
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long-di-awn accounts of matters, persons or things, which really need but a few plain words
for their adequate elucidation, will be found in its pages.
On the other hand, perspicuity
and fitting development are never intentionally sacrificed to mere conciseness and brevity.
Whenever a subject, from its nature, demands a more elaborate treatment and there are

many

of this character

As a

as

—

—

it is

handled accordingly.

method pursued is the separate and topical, rather than the chronological,
being more satisfactory and convenient for reference.
That is, each toi^ic is considered
rule, the

separately and exhaustively, instead of being blended, chronologically, with others.

To

jjass

from subject to subject, in the mere arbitrary order of time, is to sacrifice simplicity and
order to complexity and confusion.
Absolute freedom from error or defect in all cases, in handling so many thousands of
items, is not claimed, and could not reasonably be expected of any finite intelligence; since,
in complicated cases, some element may possibly elude its sharpest scrutiny.
But every
statement of fact, made herein without qualification, is believed to be strictly correct, and
'

the statistics of the volume, as a whole, are submitted to

Considerable space

is

readers with entire confidence.

its

also devoted to biogi'aphical sketches of jjersons

mention, for their close relations to the State in some of

its

deemed worthy

of

varied interests, political, gov-

ernmental, financial, social, religious, educational, industrial, commercial, economical, military, judicial or otherwise; or for their
is

supposed personal deservings in other respects.

It

believed that the extensive recognition of such individuals, by the publishers, will not be

disapproved or regretted by the public

;

that personal biography has an honored, useful and

volume aims to be, and that the omission
would seriously detract from the completeness and value of the book.
Perhaps no more delicate and difficult task has confronted the editors and publishers than
the selection of names for this part of the work.
While it is believed that no unworthy name has a place in the list, it is freely admitted
that there may be many others, equally or possibly even more worthy, whose names do not
appear, partly for lack of defihite and adequate information, and partly because it was not
legitimate place in such a history of Illinois as this
of such a department

best to materially increase the space devoted to this class of topics.

And

so,

with cordial thanks to the publishers for the risks they have so cheerfully

in this enterprise, for their business energy, integrity,

uniform kindness and courtesy

;

to the

many who have

and determination, and their
and helpfully promoted

so generously

the success of the work, by their contributions of valuable information, interesting reminis-

and rare incidents; to Mr. Paul Selby, the very able associate editor, to whom
honor and credit are due for his most efficient, intelligent and scholarly services; to
Hon. Hai-vey B. Hard, Walter B. Wines, and to all others who have, by word or act,
encouraged us in this enterprise with gTateful recognition of all these friends and helpers,
the Historical Encyclopedia of Illinois, with its thousands of topics and many thousands of
details, items and incidents, is now respectfully submitted to the good iieople of the State,
for whom it has been prepared, in the earnest hope and confident belief that it will be found
cences,

especial

—

instructive, convenient

and useful

for the purposes for

which

it

was designed.

tj)M

—
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Since the bulk of the matter contained in this volume was practically completed and

who occupied

ready for the press, Dr. Kewton Bateman,
therefore devolves uiion the undersigned to

As explained by Dr. Bateman

make

the relation to

it

of editor-in-chief,

In placing the work before the public,

has piissed beyond the sphere of mortal existence.

it

this last prefatory statement.

in his preface, the object

had

of a "Historical Encyclopedia of Illinois" has been to present, in

in

view in the preparation

compact and concise form,

the leading facts of Territorial and State history, from the arrival of the earliest French

This has included an outline history of the State,
supplemented by special iu-ticles relating to various crises and eras
in State history; changes in form of government and administration; the history of Constitutional Conventions and Legislative Assemblies the various wars in which Illinoisans have
taken part, with a summary of the principal events in the history of individual military
organizations engaged in the Civil War of 1S61-65, and the War of ISOSwith Spain; lists of
explorers in Illinois to the present time.

under the

title, "Illinois,"'

;

State officers, United States Senators and

Members

of Congi-ess, with the terms of. each; the

organization and development of political divisions;
educational institutions;

the establishment of charitable and

the growth of public improvements and other enterprises which

have marked the progress of the State; natural features and resources; the history of early
newspapers, and the growth of religious denominations, together with general statistical
information and unusual or extraordinary occurrences of a local or general State character
all

arranged under topical heads, and convenient for ready reference by

all

seeking informa-

tion on these subjects, whether in the family, in the office of the professional or business

man, in the teacher's study and the school-room, or in the public library.
While individual, or collected biogi'aphies of the public men of Illinois have not been
wholly lacking or few in number and those already in existence have a present and constantly increasing value
they have been limited, for the most part, to special localities and
particular periods or classes.
Rich as the annals of Illinois are Iti the records and character
of its distinguished citizens who, by their services in the public councils, upon the judicial
bench and in the executive chair, in the forum and in the field, have reflected honor upon

—

—

the State and the Nation, there has been hitherto no comprehensive attempt to gather
together, in one volume, sketches of those

upbuilding of the State.

The

patient and laborious research

;

who have been conspicuous

in the creation

and

collection of material of this sort has been a task requiring

and, while

all

may

not have been achieved in this direction

that was desirable, owing to the insufficiency or total absence of data relating to the lives of

many men most prominent
still

during the period to which they belonged, it is
in public
believed that what has been accomplished will be found of permanent value and be
affairs

appreciated by those most deeply interested in this phase of State history.

The

large

number

of topics treated has

made

brevity ajid conciseness an

indisjicnsable

feature of the work; consequently there has been no attempt to indulge in graces of style or

;
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The

elaboration of narrative.

object has been to present, in simple language

and concise

form, facts of history of interest or value to those who may choose to consult its pages.
Absolute inerrancy is not claimed for every detail of the work, but no pains has been
spared, and every available authority consulted, to arrive at complete accuracy of statement.

In view of the important bearing which railroad enterprises have had upon the extraordinary development of tho State within the past fifty years, considerable space has been given
to this department, especially with reference to the older lines of railroad whose history has
been intimately interwoven with that of the State, and its jjrogress in wealth and iDopulation.
In addition to the acknowledgments made by Dr. Bateman, it is but proper that I
should express my personal obligations to the late Prof. Samuel M. Inglis, State Superintendent of Public Instruction, and his assistant, Prof. J. H. Freeman; to ex-Senator John
M. Palmer, of Springfield to the late Hon. Joseph Medill, editor of "The Chicago Tribune"
;

the Hon. James B. Bradwell, of "The Chicago Legal ISi^ews"; to Gen. Green B. Eaum,
Dr. Samuel Willard, and Dr. Garrett Newkirk, of Chicago (the latter as author of the prin-

to

cipal portions of the article

on the "Underground Eailroad")

;

to the Librarians of the State

Historical Library, the Chicago Historical Library, and the Chicago

Public Library, for

special and valuable aid rendered, as well as to a large circle of correspondents in different
parts of the State who have courteously responded to requests for information on special
topics,

and have thereby materially aided in securing whatever success may have been

attained in the work.

In conclusion,
associate. Dr.

I

cannot omit to pay this

deplored, not only by his

final

tribute to the

home

in Galesburg,

memory

of

my

friend

and

on October 21, 1897, was
associates in the Faculty of Knox College, his former pupils and

Bateman, whose death,

immediate neighbors, but by a large
Although his labors as editor of

at his

circle of friends in all parts of the State.

this

volume had been substantially

finished at the time

of his death (and they included the reading and revision of every line of copy at that time
prepared, comprising the larger proportion of the volume as it now goes into the hands of

the public), the enthusiasm, zeal and kindly appreciation of the labor of others which he
brought to the discharge of his duties, have been sadly missed in the last stages of preparation of the

work

for the press.

In the estimation of

many who have

held his scholarship

endowments of mind and character in the highest admiration, his connection with the work will be its strongest commendation and the surest evidence of its
and

his splendid

merit.

With

myself, the most substantial satisfaction I liave in dismissing the

volume from

my

hands and submitting it to the judgment of the public, exists in the fact that, in its preparaone whose abilities commanded unition, I have been associated with such a co-laborer
versal respect, and whose genial, scholarly character and noble qualities of mind and heart
won the love and confidence of all with whom he came in contact, and whom it had been my
privilege to count as a friend from an early period in his long and useful career.

—
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ABBOTT,

(

Lient.-(io¥.)

Edward, a

Britisli

Abingdon Normal

Abbott's jurisdiction extended, at
nominally, over a part of the "Illinois
Ten days after the occupation of KasCountry.
kaskia, Colonel Clark, having learned that
Abbott had gone to the British headquarters at
Detroit, leaving the Post without any guard
except that furnished by the inhabitants of the
village, took advantage of his absence to send
Pierre Gibault. the Catholic V^icar-General of Illinois, to win over the people to the American
cause, which he did so successfully that they at
once took the oath of allegiance, and the American flag was rvm up over the fort. Although
Fort Sackville afterwards fell into the hands of
the British for a time, the manner of its occupation was as mucli of a surprise to the British as
that of Kaskaskia itself, and contributed to the
completeness of Clark's triumph. (See Clark.
GovCol. George Rogers, also, Oibaiilt. Pierre. )
ernor Abbott seems to have been of a more
hmnane character than the mass of British
officers of his day, as he wrote a letter to General
Carleton about this time, protesting strongly
against the employment of Indians in carrying
on warfare against the colonists on the frontier,
on the gi-ound of humanity, claiming that it was
a detriment to the British cause, although lie
was overruled by his superior officer. Colonel
Hamilton, in the steps soon after taken to recap-

estimated, 8.000.

who was commandant

kia in 1TT8.
least

"

"

ture Vincennes.

ABIXGDON, a city and railway junction
Knox Countj', 10 miles south of Galesburg and
miles northeast of Quincy.

in
8.5

the center of a
two banks, some

It is

and lias
heavy wagworking men's clothing and mouse-traps.
Hedding College, under the auspices of the
rich agricultural region

flourishing manufactures, including

ons,

Church, is located here.
formerly a separate
has been united with
Population (1890), 1,331 (1899)

Methodist Episcopal

at Post Vincennes
(called by the British, Fort Sackville) at tlie
time Col. George Rogers Clark captui'ed Kaskascirticer,

College,

institution, located here,

Hedding

College.

;

(Ak-ko), French explorer
and companion of La Salle, who came to the

ACCAULT, Michael

"Illinois Country"
Hennepin when the

River to

its

in

1780,

and accompanied

latter descended the Illinois

mouth and then ascended the

Jlis-

sissippi to the vicinity of the present city of St.

were c:aptured by Sioux. They
were rescued by Greysolon Dulhut (for whom
the city of Dulutli was named), and having disPaul,

where

tliey

covered the Falls of St. .Vnthony, returned to
Green Bay. (See Heiniepiu.}

ACKERMA\,
and

financier,

William K., Railway President

was born

in

New York

City, Jan.

Knickerbocker and Revolutionary
ancestry, his grandfather, Abraham D. Ackerman, liaving served as Captain of a company of
the famous "Jersey Blues," participating witli
"Mad" Anthony Wayne in the storming of Stony
Point during the Revolutionary War, while liis
father served as Lieutenant of Artillery in the
War of 1812. After receiving a high school edu29,

1832,

of

New York, Mr. Ackerman engiiged in
mercantile busine.ss, but in 1852 became a clerk
department of the Illinois Central

cation in

in the financial

Coming to
Company in 1860,

Railroad.

Cliicago in

the

lie

tlie

service of

succes.sively filled the

Auditor and Treasurer,
until July. 1876. when he was elected Vice Presi
dent and a year later promoted to the PresiiU'ii. y
vohmtarily retiring from this jMisition in Auj,Mist
1883. thougli serving some time longer in tlie
capacity of Vice-President. During the progress
of the World's Columbian Exposition at Chicago
(1892-93) Mr. Ackerman served as Auditor of the
Exposition, and was City Comptroller of Chicago
under the administration of Mayor Hopkins
positions of Secretary,

HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.
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an active member of the Chicago
Historical Society, and has rendered valuable
service to railroad liistory by the issue of two bro-

He

(1893-95).

is

cliures on the

"Early History of

Illinois Rail-

roads," and a "Historical Sketch of the Illinois
Central Railroad."

ADAMS,
thropist,

John, LL.D., educator and pliilanat Canterbury, Conn. Sept. 18,
Yale College in 1795; taught

was born

,

1772; graduated at

for several years in his native place, in Plain-

N. J., and at Colchester, Conn. In 1810 he
became Principal of Phillips Academy at Anfield,

do-^er,

lilass.,

remaining

there

twenty-three

years. In addition to his educational duties he
participated in the organization of several great

charitable associations which attained national
importance. On retiring from Phillips Academy
in 1833, he removed to Jacksonville. 111., where,
four years afterward, he became the third Principal of Jacksonville Female Academy, remaining
six years.
He then became Agent of the American Sunday School Union, in the course of the

next few years founding several hundred Sunday
Schools in ^different parts of the State. He received the degree of LL.D. from Yale College in
18.5-1.
Died in Jacksonville, April 24, 1863. The
subject of this sketch was father of Dr. William
Adams, for forty years a prominent Presbyterian
clergyman of New York and for seven years (187380) President of Union Theological Seminary.
ADAMS, John McGregor, manufacturer, was
born at Londonderry, N. H., March 11, 1834, the
son of Rev. John R. Adams, who served as Chaplain of the Fifth Maine and One Hundred and
Twenty-first New York Volunteers during the
Civil War.
Mr. Adams was educated at Gorham,
Me., and Andover, Mass., after which, going to
New York City, he engaged as clerk in a drj'goods house at 8150 a year. He next entered the
office of Clark & Jessup, hardware manufacturers,
and in 1858 came to Chicago to represent the
house of Morris K. Jessup & Co. He thus became
associated with the late John Crerar, the firm of
Jessup & Co. being finally merged into that of
Crerar, Adams & Co., which, with the Adams &
Westlake Co., have done a large busine.ss in the
manufacture of railway supjilies. Since tlie
death of Mr. Crerar, Mr. Adams has been prinoijial manager of the concern's vast manufacturing
business.

ADAMS,

Samuel, physician and educator, was born at Brunswick, Sle.. Dee. 19, 1806,
and educated at Bowdoin College, where he
graduated in both the departments of literature
and of medicine. Then, having practiced as a
(Dr.)

physician several years, in 1838 he assumed the
chair of Natural Philosophy, Chemistry and
Natural History in Illinois College at Jackson-

From 1848 to 1845 he was also Professor of Materia Medica and Therapeutics in the
Medical Department of the same institution, and.
during his connection with the College, gave
instruction at different times in nearly every
branch embraced in the college curriculum,
including the French and German languages.
Of imcompromising firmness and invincible courage in his adherence to principle, he was a man
of singular modesty, refinement and amiability
in private life, winning the confidence and esteem
of all with whom he came in contact, esiiecially
the students who came under his instruction. A
profound and thorough scholar, he possessed a

ville, 111.

and exalted

refined

literary taste,

which was

illustrated in occasional contributions to scien-

Among productions
of his pen on philosophic topics may be enumerated articles on "The Natm-al History of Man in
tific

and

literary periodicals.

his Scriptural

Relations;"

contributions to the

"Biblical Repository" (1844); "Auguste Comte
and Positivism" ("New Englander," 1873), and

"Herbert Spencer's Proposed Reconciliation be-

tween Religion and Science" ("New Englander,"
His connection with Illinois College con1875).
tinued until his death, April, 1877

more than thirty-eight
his

memory has been

—a

period of

A monument

years.

to

erected through the grate-

former pupils.
ADAMS, George Everett, lawyer and ex-Congressman, born at Keene, N. H., June 18, 1840;
was educated at Harvard College, and at Dane
Law School, Cambridge, Mass. graduating at the
former in 1860. Early in life he settled in Chicago, where, after some time spent as a teacher
in the Chicago High School, he engaged in the
practice of his profession. His first post of pubful donations «f his

,

was that of State Senator, to
which he was elected in 1880.
In 1883 he was
chosen, as a Republican, to represent the Fourth
Illinois District in Congress, and re-elected in
lic responsibility

1884, "86

and '88. In 1890 he was again a candiwas defeated by Walter C. Newberry.
of the Trustees of the Newberry

date, but

He

is

one

Library.

ADAMS, James, pioneer lawyer, was born in
Hartford, Conn., Jan. 26, 1803; taken to Oswego
County, N. Y.. in 1809, and, in 1821, removed to
Springfield, 111., being the first lawyer to locate
He enjoyed an extensive practice for the time in 1823 was elected
a Justice of the Peace, took part in the Winne-

in the future State capital.

;

.

TIIST()1!R;AL

encyclopedia of

bago and Black Hawk wars, was elected Probate
Judge in 1841. and died in office, August 11. 1843.
.VDAMS COU>'TY, an extreme westerly county
of tlie State, situated about midway between its
northern and southern extremities, and bounded
on the west by the Mississippi River. It was
organized in 1825 and named in honor of John
Quincy Adams, the name of Quincy being given
The United States Census of
to the county seat.
1890 places its area at 830 sq. m. and its populaThe soil of the county is fertile
tion at 61.888.
and well watered, the surface diversified and
hilly, especially along the Mississippi bluffs, and
The wealth of the county is
its climate e(iuable.
largely derived from agriculture, although a
large amount of manufacturing is carried on in
Quincy. (See also Qiiinq^.)

ADDAMS,

Joliii Hiiy, legislator,

was born

at

Sinking Springs, Berks Coimty, Pa.. July V2.
ISi'i; educated at Trappeand Upper Dublin, Pa.,
and learned the trade of a miller in his youth,
which he followed in later life. In 1844, Mr.
Addanis came to Illinois, settling at Cedarville,
Stephenson County, purchased a tract of land
and built a saw and grist mill on Cedar Creek.
In 1854 he was elected to the State Senate from
Stephenson Coimty, serving continuously in that
body by successive re-elections until ISTO^first as
a Whig and afterwai'ds as a Republican. In 1865
he established the Second National Bank of Freeport, of which he continued to be the president

— Miss

Jane
Aildams). philanthropist, the fomider of the "Hull
House," Chicago, is a daughter of Mr. Addams.
ADDISOX, a village of Du Page County, 24
Tuiles west-northwest from Chicago.
It is the
seat of an Evangelical Lutheran School.
Popuuntil

his

death,

Augu.st

17.

1881.

(

lation (1890), 485.

ADJUTAATS-GEXERAL. The
tant-General for
<-reated

tlie

ofHce of AdjuState of Illinois was first

by Act of the Legislature, Feb.

2,

1865.

Previous to tlie War of the Rebellion the position
was rather honorary tlian otherwise, its duties
(except during the Black Hawk War) and its
emoluments being alike unimportant. The ini-umbent was simply the Chief of the Governor's
Staff.
In 1801. the post became one of no small
importance. Those who held the offic^e during
the Territorial period were Elias Rector, Robert
:

Benjamin Stephenson and Wm. AlexAfter tlie admission of Illinois as a State
up to the beginning of the Civil War, the duties
which were almost wholly nominal') were discharged by Wm. Alexander, 1819-21; Elijah C.

Jlorrison,

ander.

I

Berry, 1821-28; James

W.

Berr\-.

1828-39;

Moses

:

ILLINOIS.
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K. Anderson, 1839,57; Tlumias S. Matlier, 18.58-61.
In November, 1861, Col. T. S. Mather, who had held
the position for three years previous, resigned to
enter active service, and Judge Allen C. Fuller

was appointed, remaining in office until January
1805.
The first appointee, under the act of
1,
1865, was Isham N. Haynie, who held office
until his death in 1869. The Legislature of 18(>9.
taking into consideration that all the Illinois
volunteers had been mustered out, and that the
duties of the Adjutant-General had been materially lessened, reduced the proportions of the
department and curtailed the appropriation for
its support.
Since the adoption of the military
code of 1877, the Adjutant-General's office has
occupied a moi'e important and conspicuous position among the departments of the State govern
ment. The following is a list of those who have
held office since General Haynie, with the date
and duration of their respective terms of office
Hubert Dilger. 1869-73; Edwin L. Higgins,
1873-75; Hiram Hilliard, 1875-81; Isaac H. Elliot,
1881-84; Joseph W. Vance, 1884-93; Albert Orendorflf, 1893-96; C. C. Hilton, 1896-97; Jasper N.
Reece, 1897

—

AGRICULTURE.
agricultural State.

Illinois

A

ranks high as an

large area in the eastern

portion of the State, because of the absence of
timber, was called by the early settlers "the

Grand Prairie."
Upon and along a low ridge
beginning in Jackson County and limning across
the .State

is

the prolific fruit-growing district of

Southern Illinois. The bottom lands extending
from Cairo to the moutli of the Illinois River are
The cenof a fertility seemingly inexhaustible.
tral portion of the State is best adapted to corn,
and tlie southern and southwestern to the cultivation of winter wheat. Nearly three-fourths of

—

—

the entire State some 42,000 square miles is upland prairie, well suited to the raising of cereals.
In the value of its oat crop Illinois leads all the

being §31,106,674, with 3,068,In the production
ranks next to Iowa, the last census
(1890) showing 7.014,336 acres under cultivation,
and the value of the crop being estimated at
In wheat-raising it ranked seventh,
.?86,905,510.
although the annual average value of the crop
from 1880 to 1890 was a little le.ss than §29.000.000.
As a live-stock State it leads in the value of
horses (§83,000.000), ranks second in the production of swine (.§30,000,000), third in cattle-growing
(§32,000.000), and fourth in dairy products, the
value of milch cows being estimated at $24,000,States, that for 1891

930 acres under cultivation.
of corn

000.

it

(See also Frtrmpr.s' Tnstitute.)
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AGRICULTURE, DEPARTMEIVT

OF.

A

department of the State administration wliich

grew out

of the organization of the Illinois Agri-

Elder at Springfield. Quinoy and Jacksonville. In
the latter year he was again appointed to the
Presidency of McKendree College, where lie

He was then

Society, incorporated by Act of the
Legislature in 1853. The first appropriation from
the State treasury for its maintenance was SI, 000

remained

annum, "to be expended in the promotion of
mechanical and agricultural arts." The first
President was James N. Brown, of Sangamon
County. Simeon Francis, also of Sangamon, was
the first Recording Secretary John A. Keunicott
of Cook, first Corresponding Secretary and John
Some
Williams of Sangamon, first Treasurer.
thirty volmnes of reports have been issued, covering a variety of topics of vital interest to agriThe department ha,s well equipped
culturists.
ofiices in the State House, and is charged with
the conduct of State Fairs and the management
of annual exhibitions of fat stock, besides the
collection and dissemination of statistical and
other information relative to the State's agricultural interests. It receives annual reports
from all County Agricultm-al Societies. The
State Board consists of three general officers
(President, Secretary and Treasurer^ and one
representative from each Congressional district.
The State appropriates some .530,000 annually for
the prosecution of its work, besides which there
is a considerable income from receipts at State

a superannuated relation. Returning to Illinois
about 1865, he served as Presiding Elder of tlie
Jacksonville and Pleasant Plains Districts, but
was again compelled to accept a superannuated
relation, making Jacksonville his home, where
he died, Feb. 21, 1886. While President of McKendree College, he published his work on "Biblical Chronology," to which he had devoted many
previous years of his life, and which gave evidence of great learning and vast research. Dr.
Akers was a man of profound convictions, exten-

cultural

per

;

;

Fairs

and

.$2.5,000

fat stock shows.

per

annum

is

Between §20,000 and
premiums to

disbursed in

competing exhibitors at the State Fairs, and some
810,000 divided among County Agricultural
Societies holding fairs.

AKERS, Peter, D. D., Methodist EpiSscopal
clergyman, born of Presbyterian parentage, in
Campbell County, Va., Sept. 1, 1790; was educated in the common schools, and, at the age
of 16, began teaching, later pursuing a classical
course in institutions of Virginia and North
Having removed to Kentucky, after a
Carolina.
brief season spent in teaching at Mount Sterling
in that State, he began the study of law and was
admitted to the bar in 1817. Two years later he
began the publication of a paper called "The
Star," which was continued for a short time.
In
1831 lie was converted and joined the Methodist
church, and a few months later began i)reaching.
In 1833 he removed to Illinois, and, after a year
spent in work as an evangelist, he assumed the
Presidency of McKendree College at Lebanon,
remaining during 1833 34; then established a
"manual labor school" near Jacksonville, which
he maintained for a few years. From 1837 to
18.53 was spent as stationed minister or Presiding

five years.

(1857) trans-

ferred to the Minnesota Conference, but a year
later

was compelled by declining health to assume

and great eloquence. As a pulpit
and logician he probably had no superior
most active
service in the denomination to which he belonged.
AKIN, Edward C, lawyer and Attorney-General, was born in Will County, 111. in 1853, and
educated in the public schools of Joliet and at Ann
Arbor, Mich. For four years he was jja^'ing and
sive learning

orator

in the State during the time of his

,

Bank of
but was admitted to the bar in 1878 and
has continued in active practice since. In 1887 lie
entered upon his political career as the Republican candidate for City Attorney of Joliet, and was
elected by a majority of over 700 votes, although
the city was visually Democratic. The following year he was the candidate of his party for
State's Attorney of Will County, and was again
elected, leading the State and county ticket bj800 votes being re-elected to the same office in
1893.
In 1895 he was the Republican nominee
for Mayor of Joliet, and, although opposed bj- a
citizen's ticket headed by a Republican, was
elected over his Democratic competitor by a decisive majority. His greatest popular triumph was
in 1896, when he was elected Attorney-General
on the Republican State ticket by a plurality
over his Democratic opponent of 132,248 and a
majority over all comjietitors of 111,355. His
legal abilities are recognized as of a very high
order, while his personal pojjularity is indicated
by his uniform success as a candidate, in the
face, at times, of strong political majorities.
ALBANY, a village of Whiteside County, located on the Mississippi River and the Chicago,
Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway (Rock Island
branch).
Population (1880), 623; (1890), 611.
ALBION, the county seat of Edwards County.
Dairying is a leading industry in the surrounding
receiving teller in the First National
Joliet,

—

he;

EXPERIMENT FARM (ORCHARD

VINEYARD), UNIVERSITY OK

II,L,INOIS.

CUI,TIVATION), UNIVERSITY OF II^I^INOIS
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country, and the village has a well-managed
creamery. It has a bank, five churclies, an academy, wagon and plow works, flour mills, an ice
Coal is also
factory, and a weekly newspaper.
mined in the vicinity. It is situated aViout 'iQ

miles by rail northwest of Evansville. lud. Population (1880),

87.5;

Liisk,

was born near Gol-

conda. 111., Nov. 4, 1816; early went South and
held various oftices in Kentucky and Mississippi,
including member of the Legislature in each;
was a member of the Mississippi State Conventions of 1851 and 1861. and by the latter appointed
a Brigadier-General in tlie Confederate service,
but refused a commission by Jefferson Davis

because liis fidelity to the rebel cause was
doubted. At the close of the war he was one of
the first to accept the reconstruction policy was
elected United States Senator from Mississippi in
In 1869 he
1865, but not admitted to his seat.
was chosen Governor as a Republican, and two
years later elected United States Senator, serving
;

until 1877.

Died, Dec.

ALDRICH, J.
at Two Rivers,

but. in 1846, turned his attention to mercantile

In 1851 he removed to Wisconsin.
where, in addition to merchandising, lie engaged
manufacture of furniture and woodenware.
and where lie also lield several important oftices.
being Sui)erinteiuleiit of Schools for three years.
Chairman of the County Board of Supervisors
one year. l)esides serving one term in the LegislaIn 1860 he removed' to Chicago, wliere he
ture.
embarked in the wholesale grocery business. In
1875 he was elected to the City Council, and, in
pursuits.

in the

(1890), 937.

ALCORN, James

mathematics and m surveying, and l>y a term in
an academy. Until he had reached the age of 26
j-ears he was engaged in farming and teadiing.

20, 1894.

Frailk, Congressman, was born
Wis., April 6, 1853, the son of

William Aldrich, who afterwards became Congressman from Chicago was brought to Chicago
in 1861, attended the public schools and the Chicago University, and graduated from the Rensse;

laer Poh'technic Institute, Troy, N. Y., in 1877,
receiving the degree of Civil Engineer. Later he
engaged in the linseed oil business in Chicago.
Becoming interested in politics, he was elected a
member of the Board of County Commissioners

of Cook County, serving as President of that body
during the reform period of 1887; was also a
member of the County Board of Education and
Chairman of the Chicago Citizens' Committee,
appointed from tlie various clubs and commercial organizations of the city, to promote the formation of the Chicago Sanitary District. From
May 1, 1891, to Jan. 1, 1893, he was Commissioner
of Public Works for Chicago, when he resigned
his office, having been elected (Nov., 1893) a
member of the Fifty-third Congi-ess, on the
Republican ticket, from the First Congressional
District
was re-elected in 1894, retiring at the
dose of the Fifty-fourth Congress. In 1898 he
was appointed to a position in connection with
the office of Comptroller of the Currency at
;

Wa'iliiugton.

ALDRICH, William, merchant an.l Ccngressman. was born at Greenfield, N. Y., Jan. 20. 1820.
His early common school training was supplemented by private tuition in higher branches of

1876, cliosen to represent his district (tlie First) in

Congress, as a Republican, being re-elected in 1878,
Died in Fond du Lac, Wis..
in 1880.

and again
Dec.

3. 1885.

ALEDO,

the

county-seat of

Mercer County.

Th© surrounding country is rich in bituminous
coal, and fruit-growing and stock-raising are extensively carried on. For these commodities it

is a
shipping point of considerable importance. Three
weekly papers are published here. Population

(1880)! 1,493; (1890), 1.601.

ALEXANDER, John
stock-grower,
Sept. 15.

1830;

T., agricultm-ist and
was born in Western Virginia.
removed with his father, at six
to Ohio, and to Illinois in 1848.

years of age.
Here he bought a trat;t of several thousand acres
of land on the Wabash Railroad, 10 miles east of
Jacksonville. wlii<!li finally developed into one of
the richest stock-farms in the State. After the
war he became the owner of the celebrated
'•Sullivant farm." comprising some 20,000 acres
on the Toledo, Peoria & Western Railroad in
Champaign County, to which he transferred his
stock interests, and although overtaken by reverses, left a large estate. Died, August 22, 187(i.
ALEXANDER, Milton K., pioneer, was born in
Elbert County, Ga., Jan. 23, 1796; emigrated
with liis father, in 1804, to Tennessee, and, while
still a boy, enlisted as a soldier in the War of 1812,
serving under the command of General Jackson
until the capture of Pensacola, when lie entered
upon tlie campaign against the Seminoles in
Florida.
In 1823 he removed to Edgar County,
111., and engaged in mercantile and agricultural
pursuits at Paris; serving also as Postmaster
there some twenty-five years, and as Clerk of the

County Commissioners' Court from 1826 to "37.
In 1836 he was commissioned by Governor Coles.
Colonel of the Nineteenth Regiment. Illinois
State Militia; in 1830 was Aide-de-Caniii to Gov-

ernor Reynolds, and, inl833, took part in the Black

.
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Hawk War

Roman

as Brigadier-General of the Second
Brigade, Illinois Volunteers. On the inception of
the internal improvement scheme in 1837 he was

order of the

elected by the Legislature a member of the first
Board of Commissioners of Public Works, serving

stroyed in the great

Board was abolished. Died, July 7, 1856.
ALEXANDER, (Dr.) William M., pioneer,
came to Southern Illinois previous to the organization of Union County (1818), and for some time,
until the

while practicing his profession as a physician,
acted as agent of the proprietors of the town of
America, which was located on the Ohio River,
on the first high ground above its junction with
the Mississippi. It became the first county-seat
of Alexander County, which was organized in
In 1830 we find
1819, and named in his honor.
him a Representative in the Second General
two years later
Covmty,
and
Assembly from Pope
Representative from Alexander County, when he
during
the session
the
House
became Speaker of
Later, he
of the Third General Assembly.
removed to Kaskaskia, but finally went South,
where he died, though the date and place of his
death are unknown.

ALEXANDER COUNTY, the extreme southern
county (if the State, being bounded on the west
by the Jli.ssissijippi, and south and east by the
Ohio and Caclie rivers. Its area is about 230
square miles and

its

population, in 1890,

was

16,

The first American settlers were Tennesseeans named Bird, who occupied the delta and gave
it the name of Bird's Point, which, at the date of
the Civil War (1861-65), had been transferred to
the Missouri shore opposite the mouth of the Ohio.
Other early settlers were Clark, Kennedy and
Philips (at Mounds), Conyer and Terrel (at AmerIn 1818
ica), and Humphreys (near Caledonia).
Shadrach Bond (afterwards Governor), John G.
Comyges and others entered a clg^m for 1800 acres
in the central and northern part of the county,
and incorporated the "City and Bank of Cairo."
The history of this entei-prise is interesting. In
1818 (on Comyges' death) the land reverted to the
Government but in 1835 Sidney Breese, David J.
Baker and Miles A. Gilbert re-entered the forfeited bank tract and the title thereto became
vested in the "Cairo City and Canal Company,"
which was chartered in 1837, and, by purchase,
The
extended its holdings to 10,000 acres.
county was organized in 1819; the first countyseat being America, which was incorporated in
563.

;

better edilrce

was erected
fire

It

was

frame building, but a

in 1868, only to be de-

of 1871.

The following

through the aid of private benefactions and
an appropriation of 818,000 from tlie Cliicago Relief and Aid Society, a larger and better hospital
was built. In 1888 an addition was made, increasing the accommodation to 150 beds. Only poor
male patients are admitted, and these are received
without reference to nationality or religion, and
absolutely without charge. The present medical
year,

comprises fourteen phj'sicians and surIn 1895 the close approach of an Intraline having rendered the building
unfit for hospital purposes, a street railway company purchased the site and buildings for .$250,000 and a new location has been selected.
ALEXIS, a village of Warren County, on the
Rock Island & St. Louis Division of the Chicago,
Burlington & Quincy Railway, 12 miles east of
north from Monmouth. It has manufactures of
brick, drain-tile, pottery and agricultural implements; is also noted for its Clydesdale horses.
Population (1880), 398; (1890), .562.
ALGONQUINS, a group of Indian tribes.
Originally their territory extended from about
latitude 37° to 53° north, and from longitude 25'
east to 15° west of the meridian of Washington.
Branches of the stock were found by Cartier in
Canada, by Smith in Virginia, by the Puritans in
New England 3,nd by Catholic missionaries in the
great basin of the Mississippi. One of tlie principal of their five confederacies embraced the
Illinois Indians, who were found within the
State by the French when the latter discovered
the country in 1673. They were hereditary foes
of the warlike Iroquois, by whom their territory
was repeatedly invaded. Besides the Illinois,
other tribes of the A Igonquin family who originally dwelt within the present limits of Illinois,
were the Foxes, Kickapoos, Miamis, Menominees,
and Sacs. Although nomadic in their mode of
life, and subsisting largely on the spoils of the
chase, the Algonquins were to some extent tillers
of the soil and cultivated large tracts of maize.
Various dialrrts (.t their language have been
reduced to Ki^iiiniiutical rules, and Eliot's Indian
staff (1896)

geons.

mural transit

Bible

is

pulilislifd in

their tongue.

Algonquin stock extant
95,000, of

whom

The

entire

estimated at about
some 35,000 are within tlie United
is

States.

1820.

ALEXIAX BROTHERS' HOSPITAL,
at Chicago; established in 1860,

management

Catholic Church.

originally opened in a small

located

and under the

of the Alexian Brothers, a monastic

ALLEN, William Joshua,

jurist,

was born

of Vir9, 1839, in Wilson County, Tenn.
ginia ancestry of Scotch-Irish descent. In early

June

;
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infancy lie was brought by his parents to South
ern Illinois, where his father, Willis Allen, became a Judge and member of Congress. After
reading law with his father and at the Louisville
Law School, young Allen was admitted to the
bar, settling at Metropolis and afterward (18.53)
at his old home, Marion, in Williamson County.
In 1855 he was appointed United States District
Attorney for Illinois, but resigned in 1859 and resumed private practice as partner of John A.
Logan. The same year he was elected Circuit
Judge to succeed his father, who had died, but he
declined a re-election. He was a member of the
Constitutional Conventions of 18G2 and 1800, serv
Ing in both bodies on the Judicial Committee and
as Chairman of the Committee on the Bill of
Rights. From 1864 to 1888 he was a delegate to
every National Democratic Convention, being
chairman of the Illinois delegation in 1876. He
has been foui- times a candidate for Congress, and
twice elected, serving from 1863 to 1865. During
this period he was an ardent opponent of the wai
policy of the Government. In 1874-75, at the
solicitation of Governor Beveridge, he undertook
the prosecution of the leaders of a bloody "'vendetta'" which had broken out among his former
neighbors in Williamson County, and, by his fearless and impartial efforts, brought the offenders to
justice and assisted in restoring order.
In 1886,
Judge Allen removed to Springfield, and in 1887
was appointed by President Cleveland to succeed
Judge Samuel H. Treat (deceased) as Judge of the
United States District Court for the Southern
District of Illinois.

ALLEX,
removed
engaged

Willis, a native of

to Williamson Coimty,

Tennessee,
111.,

in 1829

who
and

farming. In 1834 he was chosen
Sheriff of Franklin County, in 1838 elected Representative in the Eleventh General Assembly,
and, in 1844, became State Senator. In 1841,
although not yet a licensed lawyer, he was chosen
Prosecuting Attorney for the old Third District,
and was shortly afterward admitted to the bar.
He was chosen Presidential Elector in 1844, a
member of the Constitutional Convention of 1847,
and served two terms in Congress (1851-55), On
in

March

3, 18.59, he was commissioned Judge of the
Twenty-sixth Judicial Circuit, but died three
months later. His son, William Joshua, succeeded him in the latter office.

ALLERTOX, Samuel

Waters, stock-dealer and

was born of Pilgrim ancestry in
Dutchess County, N. Y., May 26, 1829. His
vouth was .spent with his father on a farm in
Yates County. N. Y., but about 1853 he engaged

capitalist,

the live-stock business in Central and Western
York. In 1856 he transferred hisojierations
from various points to
New York City, finally locating in Chicago. He
was one of the earlie.st projectors of the Chicago
Stock- Yards, later securing conti'ol of the Pitt..^burg Stock- Yards, also -becoming interested in
yards at Baltimore, Philadelphia, Jersey City anc
Omaha. Mr. AUerton is one of the founders and
a Director of the First National Bank of Chicago,
a Director and stockholder of the Chicago City
Railway (the first cable line in that city), the
owner of an extensive area of liighly improved
farming lands in Central lllinl>i^. as also of large
in

New

to Illinois, shipping stock

1

tracts in Nebraska and WyiiiuiiiL;-, and cil valuable
and productive mining ju-uperties in the Black
Hills.
A zealous Republican in politics, he is a
liberal supporter of the measures of that party,

and, in 1893, was the unsuccessful Republican candidate for Mayor of Chicago in opposition to

Carter H. Harrison.

ALLOUEZ, Glande

Jean, sometimes

"The Apostle of the West," a Jesuit

called

priest,

was

born in France in 1620. He reached Quebec in
1658, and later explored the country around
Lakes Superior and Michigan, establishing the
mission of La Poiute, near where Ashland, Wis.,
now stands, in 1665, and St. Xavier, near Green
Baj', in 1669.
He learned from the Indians the
existence and direction of the upper Mississippi,
and was the first to communicate the information to the authorities at Montreal, which report
was the primary cause of Joliet's expedition. He
succeeded Marquette in charge of the mission at
Kaskaskia, on the Illinois, in 1677, where he
preached to eight tribes. From that date to 1690
he labored among the aborigines of Illinois and
Wisconsin. Died at Fort St. Joseph, in 1690.

ALLYX, (Rev.) Robert, clergyman and eduwas born at Ledyard, New London County,
Conn., Jan. 25, 1817, being a direct descendant in the eighth generation of Captain Robert
Allyn, who was one of the first settlers of New
cator,

London. He grew up on a farm, receiving his
education in a comitry school, supple-

early

mented by access to a small

pulilic library,

from

wiiich he acquired a good degree of familiarity

with

standard English wTiters.
In 1837 he
entered the Wesleyan University at Middletown,
Conn., where he distinguished himself as a
mathematician and took a high rank as a linguist
and rhetorician, graduating in 1841. He immediately engaged as a teacher of mathematics
in the Wesleyan Academy at Wilbraham, Mass.,
and, in 1846, was elected principal of the school.
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meanwhile

(1843)

becoming a

licentiate of the

Providence Conference of the Methodist Episcopal
Church. From 1848 to 1854 he served as Principal of the Providence Conference Seminary at
East Greenvrich, R. I., when he was appointed
Commissioner of Public Schools of Rhode Island
also serving the same year as a Visitor to West
Point Military Academy. Between 1857 and 1859
he filled the chair of Ancient Languages in the
State University at Athens. Ohio, when he accepted the Presidency of tlie Wesleyan Female

—

College at

Cincinnati,

four years

later

(1863)

becoming President of McKendree College at
Lebanon, 111., where he remained until 1874.
That position he resigned to accept the Presidency of the Soutliern Illinois Normal University
Died
at Carbondale, whence he retired in 1893.
at Carbondale, Jan.

7.

1894.

ALTAMONT, a town and railway junction in
Effingham County, midway and the highest
point between St. Louis and Terre Haute, lud.,
being 88 miles distant from each. It was laid out
in

1870.

and

The principal industries are grain
It has a bank, two grain
two flouring mills, and several manu-

fruit-shipping.

elevators,

facturing establishments, including tile-works,

wagon and furniture factories, besides churches
and good schools. Population (1880), 650; (1890),
1,044.

ALTGELD, John Peter, ex-Judge and ex-Govwas born in Prussia in 1848, and in boyhood accompanied his parents to America, the
family settling in Ohio. At the age of 16 he
enlisted in tlie One Hundred and Sixty-fourth
Ohio Infantry, serving until the close of the war.
His legal education was acquired at St. Louis and
Savannah, Mo., and from 1874 to '78 he was
Prosecvitiug Attorney for Andrew Count3' in that
In 1878 he removed to Chicago, where he
State.
devoted himself to professional work. In 1884 he
led the Democrati-c forlorn hope as candidate for
Congiess in a strong Republican Congressional
district, and in 1886 was elected to the bench of
tlie Superior Court of Cook County, but resigned
Tlie Democratic State convenin August, 1891.
tion of 1892 nominated him for Governor, and he
was elected the following November, being tlie
ernor,

first

foreign-born citizen to hold that office in the
the State, and the first Democrat

history of

In 1896 he was a prominent
factor in the Democratic National Convention

elected since 1852.

which nominated William

J.

Bryan

for Presi-

and was also a candidate for re-election to
the office of Governor, but was defeated by John
R. Tanner, the Republican nominee.
dent,

ALTOJT, the principal city of Madison County,
and a commercial and manufacturing center,
situated on the east bank of the Mississippi, about
25 miles north of St. Louis and 20 miles south of
the mouth of the Illinois. Population by the
census of 1890, 10,294. Most of the business portion of the city is built in a valley through which
flows a small stream, while the residence portion
occupies the bluffs overlooking the Mississippi
River, some of these especially in the northern
part rising to a height of nearly 250 feet. Besides a brisk trade in lumber, Alton has been
noted for its manufactures, including glass, iron,
castor oil, woolens, flour, tobacco and agricultural implements.
Its origin was a single small
building, erected in 1807 by the French as a trading post, the town proper being laid out by Col.
Rufus Easton in 1817. Good building stone is
abundant. The city has four newspapers, three
of them issuing daily editions. In 1827 the State
built a penitentiary at Alton, but later removed
the institution to Joliet. (See also Lovejoy.)

—

—

ALTON PENITENTIARY. The earliest punishments imposed upon public offenders in Illinois were by public flogging or imprisonment for
a short time in jails rudelj' constructed of logs,
from which escape was not difficult for a prisoner
The
of nerve, strength and mental resource.
inadequacy of such places of confinement was
soon perceived, but popular antipathy to any
increase of taxation prevented the adoption of
any other polic}' until 1827. A grant of 40,000
acres of saline lands was made to the State by
Congress, and a considerable portion of the money
received from their sale was appropriated to the
establishment of a State penitentiary at Alton.
The sum set apart proved insufficient, and, in 1831,
an additional appropriation of .$10,000 was made
from the State treasury. In 1833 the prison was
ready to receive its first inmates. It was built of
•stone

and had but twenty-four

cells.

Additions

were made from time to time, but by 1857 the
State determined upon building a new penitentiary,

which was located

at Joliet (see Northern

Penitentiiirii). and, in 1860,

the last convicts were
The Alton prison

transferred thither from Alton.

was conducted on what

—

is

known as "the Auburn

plan"
associated labor in silence by day and
separate confinement by night. The management was in the hands of a "lessee," who furnished supplies, employed guards and exercised
the general powers of a warden under the supervision of a Commissioner appointed by ihe State,
and who liandled all the products of convict
labor.

—

)

;
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(See

Par-

Lovejoy, Elijah

Democratic

ticket,

and
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re-elected in 1885 without

The following year he was the suc-

rish.

opposition.

a town of Knox County, on the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad, 16 miles
northeast of Galesburg has some manufactures,
a bank and a newspaper. Population (1880), 818;

cessful candidate of his party for Congress, whicli

(1890). 654.

Henderson County, 111., August 1, 1845; raised on
a farm, and after receiving a common-school

ALTONA,

;

ALTON & SANOAMON RAILROAD.
Chicago

&

AMBOY,
and on

(See

Alton Railroad.)
a city in Lee County, on Green River,
Central and the Chicago, Bur-

tlie Illinois

lington

&

Quincy Railroads; 117 miles southeast
and

of Dubuque, 16 miles northwest of Mendota,

was

his

last

public

ANDERSON, James C,

education, entered
early in the Civil

Population

was a delegate

(1880), 3,448; (1890), 3,357.

Episcopal
Bishop, born at Amesville, Athens County, Ohio,
May 30, 1806; was educated at the Ohio State
University, where he joined the M. E. Church.
In 1828 he left college and became Principal of
the Seminary at Lebanon, 111. which afterwards
became McKendree College. While there he
received a license to preach, and, after holding
various charges and positions in the church, including membership in the General Conference
of 1840, '44 and '53, in the latter year was elected
Bishop, serving until his death, which occurred
in Baltimore, April 25, 1879.
,

ANDERSON,

(ialusha, clergyman

and eduMarch 7, 1S33;
graduated at Rochester University in 1854 and at
the Theological Seminary there in 1856; spent
ten years in Baptist pastoral work at Janesville,
Wis. and at St. Louis, and seven as Professor in
Newton Theological Institute, Mass. From 1873
to '80 he preached in Brooklyn and Chicago was
cator,

was born

at Bergen, N. Y.,

,

;

then chosen President of tlie old Chicago University, remaining eight years, when he again became a pastor at Salem, Mass., but soon after
assumed the Presidency of Denison University,
Ohio. On the organization of the new Cliicago
University, he accepted the chair of Homiletics
and Pastoral Theology, which he now holds
ANDERSON, Georsre A., lawyer and Congressman, was born in Botetourt County, Va., March
When two years old lie was brought by
11, 1853.
He rehis parents to Hancock County, 111
ceived a collegiate education, and, after studying

law at Lincoln, Neb., and at Sedalia, Mo., settled
at Quincy, 111., where he began practice in 1880.
In 1884 he was elected City Attorney on the

Monmouth

War

was born

in

College, but left

to enlist in the Twentietli

Volunteer Infantry, in which lie attained
the rank of Second Lieutenant. After the war he
served ten years as Sherilf of Henderson County,
was elected Representative in the General
tlie

AMES, Edward Raymond, Methodist

legislator,

Illinois

miles south by west from Chicago. It contains a town-hall, a bank, seven churches,
graded schools (including a high school) and two
flouring mills. Extensive railroad repair shops,
employing some 200 hands, are located here.
9.5

Died at Quincy,

service.

Jan. 31, 1896.

Assembly

in 1888,

"90, "93

and

"96,

and served on

Republican "steering committee" during the

session of 1893.

Arms

He

also served as Sergeant-at-

of the Senate for the session of 1895,

vention of 1896.

ANDERSON,

and

to the Republican National Con-

His home
Stiiisoii

is

at Decorra.

Lieutenant-Gover-

H.,

was born in Sumner Count}', Tenn. in 1800
came to Jefferson County, 111. in his youth, and,

nor,

,

,

began to devote his attention to
breeding fine stock; served in the Black Hawk
War as a Lieutenant in 1833, and the same year
was elected to the lower branch of the Eighth
General Assembly, being re-elected in 1834. In
1838 he was chosen Lieutenant-Governor on the
ticket with Gov. Thomas Carlin. and soon after
the close of his term entered the United States
at an early age,

Army as Captain of Dragoons, in this capacity
taking part in the Seminole War in Florida.
Still later he served under President Polk as
United States Marshal for Illinois, and also held
the position of Warden of the State Penitentiarjat Alton for several years. Died, September, 1857.
William B. (Anderson), son of the preceding,
was born at Mount Vernon, 111., April 30, 1830;
attended the common schools and later studied
surveying, being elected Surveyor of Jefferson
County, in 1851. He studied law and was admitted to the bar in 1858, but never practiced, preferring the more quiet life of a farmer.
In 1856
he vs'as elected to the lower house of the General
Assembly and re-elected in 1858. In 1861 he
entered the volunteer service as a private, was
promoted through the grades of Captain and
Lieutenant-Colonel to a Colonelcy, and, at the
close of the war, was brevetted Brigadier-General.
In 1868 he was a candidate for Presidential
Elector on the Democratic ticket, was a member
of the State Constitutional Convention of 1869-70,
and, in 1871, was elected to the State Senate, to
fill

a vacancy. In 1874 he was elected to the Forty -

—
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fourth Congress on the Democratic ticket. In
1893 General Anderson was appointed by President Cleveland Pension Agent for Illinois, continuing in that position four years, when he
retired to private

life.

ANDRUS,

Rev. Reuben, clergyman and eduat Rvitland, Jefferson County.
N. Y., Jan. 29, 1824; early came to Fulton
County, 111., and spent three years (1844-47) as a
student at Illinois College, Jacksonville, but
graduated at McKendree College, Lebanon, in
1849 taught for a time at Greenfield, entered the
Methodist ministry, and, in 1850, founded the Illinois Wesleyan University at Bloomington, of
vv'hich he became a Professor; later re-entered
the ministry and held charges at Beardstown,
Decatur, Quincy, Springfield and Bloomington,
meanwhile for a time being President of Illinois
Conference Female College at Jacksonville, and
temporary President of Quincy College. In 1867
he was transferred to the Indiana Conference and
stationed at Evansville and Indianapolis; from
1872 to "75 was President of Indiana Asbury University at Greencastle. Died at Indianapolis,
cator,

was born

;

Jan.

in

Union County, on the

Illinois

Central Railroad, 37 miles north of Cairo. The
surrounding region is famous for its crops of fruit
and vegetables, and for these Anna is an important shipping point. It has a bank, three weekly

newspapers

The

and

fruit-drying

establishments.

(State) Southern Hospital for the Insane

Population

(1880)),

1,494;

is

(1890),

2,295.

ANTHONY, Elliott, jurist, was born of New
England Quaker ancestry at Spafford, Onondaga
County, N. Y., June 10, 1827; was related on
the maternal side to the Cliases and Phelps (distinguished lawyers) of Vermont. His early years
were spent in labor on a farm, but after a course
of preparatory study at Cortland Academy, in
1847 he entered the sophomore class in Hamilton
College at Clinton, graduating with honors in
1850.
The next year he began the study of law,
at the same time giving instruction in an Academy at Clinton, where he had President Cleveland as one of his pupils. After admission to the
bar at Oswego, in 1851, he removed West, stopping for a time at Sterling, 111. but the following
year located in Chicago. Here he compiled "A
,

Digest of Illinois Rei)orts" in 1858 was elected
City Attorney, and, in 1863, became solicitor of
the Galena & Chicago Union Railroad (now the
Judge Anthony
Chicago & Northwestern).
served in two State Constitutional Conventions
;

—

being chairman of the
Committee on Executive Department and mem-

;

ton, Feb. 24. 1898.

ANTI-NEBRASKA

17, 1887.

ANNA, a town

located here.

those of 1862 and 1869-70

ber of the Committee on Judiciary in the latter.
He was delegate to the National Republican Convention of 1880, and was the same year elected a
Judge of the Superior Court of Chicago, and was
re-elected in 1886, retiring in 1892, after whicli he
resumed the practice of his profession, being
chiefly employed as consulting counsel.
Judge
Anthony was one of the founders and incorporators of the Chicago Law Institute and a member
of the first Board of Directors of the Chicago
Public Library also served as President of the
State Bar Association (1894-95), and delivered
several important historical addresses before that
body. His other most important productions
are volumes on "Tlie Constitutional History of
Illinois," "The Story of the Empire State" and
"Sanitation and Navigation." Near the close of
his last terra upon the bench, he spent several
months in an extended tour through the princiHis death occurred,
pal countries of Europe.
after a protracted illness, at his home at Evans-

EDITORIAL

CONVEN-

which convened at
pursuant to the suggestion
of "The Morgan Journal," then a weekly paper
published at Jacksonville, for the purpose of formulating a policy in opposition to the principles
of the Kansas-Nebraska bill. Twelve editors
were in attendance, as follows: Charles H. Ray
of "The Cliicago Tribune"; V. Y. Ralston of

TION, a

political

Decatur, Feb.

body,

22. 1856,

"The Quincy Whig"; O.
Rock Island Advertiser";

P.

Wharton

of

T. J. Pickett of

"The
"The

Peoria Republican"; George Schneider of "The
Chicago Staats Zeitung" Charles Faxon of "The
Princeton Post" A. N. Ford of "The Lacon Gazette" B. F. Shaw of "The Dixon Telegraph" E.
C. Daugherty of "The Rockford Register" E. W.
Blaisdell of "The Rockford Gazette"; W. J.
Usrey of "The Decatur Chronicle"; and Paul
;

;

;

;

;

Selby of "The Jacksonville Journal. " Paul Selby
was chosen Chairman and W. J. Usrey, SecreThe convention adopted a platform and
tary.
recommended the calling of a State convention
at Bloomington on May 29, following, appointing
the following State Central Committee to take the
matter in charge
W. B. Ogden, Chicago S. M.
Church, Rockford; G. D. A. Parks, Joliet; T. J.
Pickett, Peoria; E. A. Dudley, Quincy; William
H. Herndon, Springfield; R. J. Oglesby, Decatur; Joseph Gillespie, EdwardsviUe D. L. Phillips,
Jonesboro; and Ira O. Wilkinson and
Gustavus Koerner for the State-at-large. Abia;

:

;

-I
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ham Lincoln was present and participated in the
consultations of tlie committees. All of these
served except Messrs. Ogden, Oglesby and Koerner, the two former declining on account of absence from the State. Ogden was succeeded by
the late Dr. John Evans, afterwards Territorial
Governor of Colorado, and Oglesby by Col. Isaac
(See Bloomington ConvenC. Pughof Decatur.
iioti

of 1S56.)

APPLE RIVER,
County, on the

Jo Daviess
Central Railroad, 21 miles
Population (1880),

a village of

Illinois

east-northeast from Galena.
636; (1890),

in

.'572.

APPLINtrTON, (Maj.) Zeiias,
Broome County, N. Y., Dec.

soldier,

was born

24, 181.5; in

1837

emigrated to Ogle County, 111., where he followed successively the occupations of farmer,
blacksmith, carpenter and merchant, finally
becoming the founder of the town of Polo. Here
he became wealthy, but lost much of his property
in the financial revulsion of 18.57. In 1858 he
was elected to tlie State Senate, and, during the
session of 1859, was one of the members of that
body appointed to investigate the "canal scrip
fraud" (which see) and two years later was one of
,

the earnest supporters of the Government in its
preparation for the War of the Rebellion. The
latter year he assisted in organizing the Seventh
Illinois Cavalry, of which he was commissioned
Major, being some time in command at Bird's
Point, and later rendering important service to
General Pope at New Madrid and Island No. IQ.

He was

killed at Corinth,

Miss.,

May

8,

1863.

while obeying an order to charge upon a band of
rebels concealed in a wood.
APPORTIONMENT, a mode of distribution of
the counties of the State into Districts for the
election of members of the General Assembly
and of Congress, which will be treated under
separate heads:

Legislative.—The first legislative apportionment was provided for by the Constitution of
1818.

That instrument vested the Legislature

with power to divide the State as follows; To
create districts for the election of Representatives
not less than twenty -seven nor more than thirtysix in number, imtil the population of the State
should amount to 100,000; and to create senatorial districts, in number not less than one-third
nor more than one-half of the representative districts at the time of organization.
The schedule appended to the first Constitution
contained the first legal apportionment of Senators

and

Representatives.

counties were

allowed

The

fourteen

first

fifteen

Senators and

19

Each county
Representatives.
twenty-nine
formed a distinct legislative district for repre.sentation in the lower house, with the number of
members for eacli varying from one to three;
while Johnson and Franklin were combined iu
one Senatorial district, the other counties being
Later apportionentitled to one Senator ,each.
ments were made in 1831, '26, '31, '36, '41 and '47.
Before an election was lield under the last, liowever, the Constitution of 1848 went into effect,
and considerable clianges were effected in this
regard. The number of Senators was fixed at
twenty-five and of Representatives at seventy
until the

five,

1,000,000,

wlien

added and

entire population
five

should equal

members of the House were
members for eacli 500,-

five additional

000 increase in population until the whole niunber of Representatives reached 100. Tliereafter
the nmuber was neither increased nor dimin-

but apportioned among the several counaccording to the number of white inhabitShould it be found necessary, a single
district might be formed out of two or more

ished,
ties

ants.

counties.

The Constitution of 1848 established fifty-four
Representative and twenty-five Senatorial disBy the apportionment law of 1854, the
number of the former was increased to fifty-eight,
and, in 1861, to sixty-one. Tlie number of Senatorial districts remained imchanged, but their
geograijhical limits varied under each act. while

tricts.

members from Representative
according to population.
The Constitution of 1870 provided for an immediate reapportionment (subsequent to its
ad()i)tion) by the Governor and Secretary of
State upon the basis of the United States Census
Under the apportionment thus made,
of 1870.
as prescribed by the scliedule, the State was
divided into twenty-five Senatorial districts (each
electing two Senators) and ninety-seven Representative districts, with an aggregate of 177 members varying from one to ten for the several
This arrangedistricts, according to population.
ment continued in force for only one Legislature
1870.
in
that chosen
In 1872 this Legislature proceeded to reapportion the State in accordance with the principle of
"minority representation," which had been submitteil as an independent section of the Constitution and adopted on a separate vote. This
provided for apportioning the State into fifty-one
districts, each being entitled to one Senator an.
the

number

of

districts varied

—

three Representatives. The ratio of representation in the lower hou.se was ascertained by divid-

—
;;
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ing the entire population by 153 and each coiinty
to be allowed one Representative, provided its
population reached three-fifths of the ratio counties having a population equivalent to one and
tliree-fifths times the ratio were entitled to two
Representatives while each county with a larger
population was entitled to one additional Representative for each time the full ratio was repeated
;

:

in the

number

were made on

Members

of inhabitants.

Apportionments
and '93.

this principle in 1872, '82

of the lower house are elected bienni-

odd and
each alternate

ally; Senators for four years, those in

even

districts

being chosen

at

The election of Senators for
the even (numbered) districts takes place at the
same time with that of Governor and other State
officers, and that for the odd districts at the interlegislative election.

mediate periods.
CoNGEESSiONAL.

Bureau;

Fifth

— Greene,

— For

the

first

fourteen years

ing sufficient population, the Legislature of 1831
(by act, approved Feb. 13) divided the State into
three districts, the first election under this law
being held on the first Monday in August, 1882.
At that time Illinois comprised fifty-five counties, which were apportioned among the districts
Gallatin, Pope, Johnson,
as follows: First
Alexander, Union, Jackson, Franklin, Perry,
Randolph, Monroe, Washington, St. Clair, Clinton, Bond, Madison, Macoupin; Second White,
Hamilton, Jefferson, Wayne, Edwards, Wabash,
Clay, Marion, Lawrence, Fayette, Montgomery,
Shelby, Vermilion, Edgar, Coles, Clark, CrawThird
Greene, Morgan,
Sangamon,
ford;
Macon, Tazewell, McLean, Cook, Henry, La
Salle, Putnam, Peoria, Knox, Jo Daviess, Mercer,

—

—

—

McDonough, Warren, Fulton, Hancock, Pike,
Schuyler, Adams, Calhoun.
The reapportionment following the census of
1840 was made by Act of March 1, 1843, and the
Representatives thereunder
election of
occurred on the first Monday of the following
August. Forty-one new counties had been created (making ninety-six in all) and the number
of districts was increased to seven as follows;
Alexander, Union, Jackson, Monroe,
First
Perry, Randolph, St. Clair. Bond, Washington,
Johnson, Pope, Hardin,
Second
Madison;
Williamson, Gallatin, Franklin, White, Wayne,
Hamilton, Wabash. Massac, Jefferson, Edwards.
Marion
Third
Lawrence, Richland, Jasper,
Fayette, Crawford, Effingham, Christian, Montgomery, Shelby, Moultrie, Coles, Clark, Clay,
Fourth— Lake,
Edgar, Piatt. Macon. De Witt;
first

—

—

—

Jersey, Calhoun, Pike,

Adams. Marquette (a part of Adams never fully
Brown, Schuyler, Fulton, Peoria,
Macoupin;
Sixth ^^ Jo Daviess, Stephenson,
Winnebago, Carroll, Ogle, Whiteside, Henry,
Lee, Rock Island, Stark, Mercer, Henderson,
Warren, Knox, McDonough, Hancock; Seventh
Putnam, Marshall, Woodford, Cass, Tazewell,
Mason, Menard, Scott, Morgan, Logan, Sangamon.
The next Congressional apportionment (August
organized).

—

divided the State into nine districts, as
the first election under it being held the
following November:
First
Lake, McHenry,
Boone, Winnebago, Stephenson, Jo Daviess, Carroll, Ogle
Second
Cook, Du Page, Kane, De
Kalb, Lee, Whiteside, Rock Island;
Third
Will, Kendall, Grundy, Livingston, La Salle,
Putnam, Bureau, Vermilion, Iroquois, Champaign, McLean, De Witt;
Fourth
Fulton.
Peoria, Knox, Henry, Stark, Warren, Mercer,
Mai-shall, Mason, Woodford, Tazewell:
Fifth
Adams, Calhoun, Brown, Schuyler, Pike, McDonough, Hancock, Henderson Sixth Morgan,
Scott, Sangamon, Greene, Macoupin, Montgomery, Shelby, Christian, Cass. Menard, Jersey;
Seventh Logan, Macon, Piatt, Coles, Edgar,
Moultrie, Cumberland, Crawford, Clark, Effingham, Jasper, Clay, Lawrence. Richland, Fayette
Randolph, Monroe, St. Clair, Bond,
Ejglith
Madison, Clinton, Washington, Jefferson, Marion; Ninth Alexander, Pulaski, Massac, Union,
Johnson, Pope, Hardin, Gallatin, Saline, JackFranklin, Williamson, Hamilton,
son, Perry,

22, 1852)

follows

—

—

—

;

of the State's history, Illinois constituted but one
Congressional district. The census of 1830 show-

;

McHenry, Boone, Cook. Kane, De Kalb, Du Page,
Salle,
Iroquois,
Kendall, Will, Grundy, La
Livingston, Champaign, Vermilion, McLean,

—

—

—

;

—

—

—

—

Edwards, White, Wayne, Wabash.

The census

of

1860

showed that

Illinois

was

entitled to fourteen Representatives, but through

an error the apportionment law of April

24, 1861,

created only thirteen districts.
This was compensated for by providing for the election of one

Congressman for the State-at-large. The districts
were as follows: First Cook, Lake; Second
McHenry, Boone, Winnebago, De Kalb, and
Kane; Third Jo Daviess, Stephenson, WhiteFourth— Adams, Hanside, Carroll, Ogle, Lee;
cock, Warren, Mercer, Henderson, Rock Island
Fifth— Peoria, Knox, Stark, Marshall, Putnam,
Bureau. Henry; Sixth— La Salle, Grundy, Kendall,
Du Page. Will, Kankakee; Seventh
Macon, Piatt, Champaign, Douglas, Moultrie,
Cumberland, Vermilion, Coles, Edgar, Iroquois,
Ford; Eighth—Sangamon, Logan, De Witt, McLean, Tazewell, Woodford, Livingston; Ninth

—

—

—

—

——
;
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Fulton, Mason, Menard, Cass, Pike,

—

McDonough,

Brown Tenth
Bond, Morgan, Calhoun, Macoupin, Scott, Jersey, Greene, Christian,
Shelby
Eleventh
Marion, FayMontgomery,
ette, Richland, Jasper, Clay, Clark, Crawford,
Lawrence,
Hamilton,
Effingham,
Franklin,
Wayne, Jeflferson; Twelfth—St. Clair, Madison,
Monroe,
Washington,
Randolph;
Clinton,
Thirteenth Alexander, Pulaski, Union, Perry,
Johnson, Williamson, Jackson, Massac, Pope,
Edwards,
Hardin, Gallatin, Saline, White,
Schuyler,

;

—

;

—

The next reapportionment was made July 1,
1873.
The Act created nineteen districts, as follows: First — The first seven wards in Chicago
thirteen
towns in Cook County, with the
and
county of Du Page; Second — Wards Eighth to
Fifteenth (inclusive) in Chicago; Third Wards

—

Sixteenth to Twentieth in Chicago, the remainder
Cook County, and Lake County Fourth
Kane, De Kalb, McHenry, Boone, and Winnebago; Fifth Jo Daviess, Stephenson, Carroll,
Ogle, Whiteside; Sixth
Henry, Rock Island,
Putnam, Bureau, Lee; Seventh La Salle, Kendall, Grundy, Will Eighth
Kankakee, Iroquois,
Ford, Marshall, Livingston, Woodford Ninth
Stark, Peoria, Knox. Fulton; Tenth
Mercer,
McDonough, Hancock,
Henderson, Warren,
Schuyler; Eleventh
Adams, Brown, Calhoun,
Greene, Pike, Jersey Twelfth Scott. Morgan,
Menard, Sangamon, Cass, Christian; Thirteenth
Mason, Tazewell. McLean, Logan, De Witt Fourteenth Macon, Piatt, Champaign, Douglas, Coles,
Vermilion; Fifteenth Edgar, Clark, Cumberland, Shelby, Moultrie, Effingham, Lawrence,
Jasper, Crawford;
Sixteenth
Montgomery,
Fayette, Washington, Bond, Clinton, Blarion,
Clay Seventeenth
Macoupin, Madison, St.
Clair, Monroe
Eighteenth
Randolpli, Perry,
Jackson, Union, Johnson. Williamson, Alexander, Pope, Massac,
Pulaski;
Nineteenth
Richland, Wayne, Edwards, White, Wabash,
Saline, Gallatin, Hardin, Jefferson, Franklin,
Hamilton.
In 1882 (by Act of April 39) the number of districts was increased to twenty, and the boundaries determined as follows
First Wards First
of

;

—

—

—

—

;

;

—

—

—

;

;

—

—

—

—

;

—

;

—

;

to Fourth (inclusive)

Chicago and thirteen
towns in Cook County; Second Wards 5th to
7th and part of 8th in Chicago; Third Wards
0th to 14th and part of 8th in Chicago Fourth
The remainder of the City of Chicago and of
the coimty of Cook; Fifth
Lake, McHenry,
Boone, Kane, and De Kalb Sixth— Winnebago,
Stephenson, Jo Daviess, Ogle, and Carroll;
in

—

—

;

—

—

;

31

—

Seventh
Lee, Whiteside, Henry, Bureau, Putnam; Eighth La Salle, Kendall, Grundy, Du
Ninth
Page, and Will
Kankakee, Iroquois,
Ford, Livingston, Woodford, Marshall; Tenth
Peoria, Knox, Stark, Fulton
Eleventh Rock
Island, Mercer, Henderson, Warren, Hancock,
McDonough, Schuyler Twelfth Cass, Brown,
Adams, Pike, Scott, Greene, Calhoun, Jersey;
Thirteenth
Tazewell, Mason, Menard, Sangamon, Morgan, Christian; Fourteenth
McLean,
De Witt, Piatt, Macon, Logan Fifteenth

—

—

;

—

;

—

;

—

—

—

;

Coles, Edgar, Douglas, Vermilion, Champaign;
Sixteenth
Cumberland, Clark, Jasper, Clay,
Crawford, Richland, Lawrence, Wayne, Edwards,
Wabash Seventeenth JIacoupin, Montgomery,
Moultrie, Shelby, Effingham, Fayette;
Eighteenth Bond, Madison, St. Clair, Monroe, Wasliington; Nineteenth
Marion, Clinton, Jefferson,
Saline, Franklin, Hamilton, White, Gallatin, Hardin
Twentieth
Perry, Randolph. Jackson,
Union, Williamson, Johnson, Alexander, Pope,
Pulaski, Massac.
The census of 1890 showed the State to be entitled to twenty -two Representatives.
No reapportionment, liowever, was made until June,
1893, two members from the State-at-large being
elected in 1893. The existing twenty-two Con-

—

—

;

—

—

—

;

gressional

districts

are

as

follows;

The

first

seven districts comprise the counties of Cook and
Lake, the latter lying wholly in the Seventh district; Eiglith
McHenry, De Kalb, Kane, Du
Page, Kendall, Grundy Ninth
Boone, Winnebago, Steplienson, Jo Daviess, Carroll, Ogle, Lee
Tenth Whiteside, Rock Island, Mercer, Henry,
Stark,
Knox; Eleventh
Bureau, La Salle,
Livingston, Woodford
Twelfth Will, Kankakee, Iroquois, Vermilion
Thirteentli Ford. McLean, DeWitt, Piatt, Champaign. Douglas; Four-

—

—

;

—

—

—

;

;

teentli

—

Pike,

Greene,

—

Putnam, Marshall, Peoria, Fulton,
Tazewell, Mason; Fifteenth— Henderson, Warren,
Hancock, McDonougli, Adams, Brown,
Schuyler;
Sixteentli
Cass,
Morgan, Scott,

—

Seventeenth
Christian

;

Macoupin,

Calhoun,

Jersey;

— Menard, Logan, Sangamon, Macon,
Eighteenth — Madison, Montgomery,

Bond, Fayette, Shelby, Moultrie; Nineteenth
Edgar, Clark, Cumbeiland, Effingham,
Jasper, Crawford, Richland, Lawrence; Twentieth—Clay, Jefferson, Wayne, Hamilton, Etlwards, Wabash, Franklin, White,
Gallatin,
Hardin; Twenty-first- Marion, Clinton, Washington, St, Clair. Monroe, Randolph,
Perry;
Twentj'-second
Jackson, Union, Alexander.
Pulaski, Jolinson, Williamson,
Saline,
Pope,
Coles,

—

(See *lso Representatives in Congress.

)

;
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ARCHER,

William B., pioneer, was born in
Warren County, Ohio, in 1792, and taken to Kentucky at an early day, where he remained until
1H17, when his family removed to Illinois, finally
settling in what is now Clark County.
Although
pursuing the avocation of a farmer, he became
one of the most prominent and influential men in

ated with him in the ownership of the land on
which the town was laid out. His death occurred in Clark County, August 9, 1870, at the

age of 78 years.

ARCOLA, an

incorporated

city

in

Douglas

the organization of

County, 158 miles south of Chicago, at the intersection of the Illinois Central and the Paris &
Decatur Railways. Its principal manufacturing

Clark County in 1819, he was appointed the first
County and Circuit Clerk, resigning the former
ofiice in 1820 and the latter in 1832.
In 1824 he
was elected to the lower branch of the General
Assembly, and two years later to the State

broom factory and brick and tile
It also has manufactures of flour, carand agricultural implements. Areola is
lighted by electricity, and contains a handsome
city hall, nine churches, a high-school and two

Senate, serving continuously in the latter eight

newspapers. Population (1880), 1,515; (1890), 1,733.
ARENZ, Francis A., pioneer, was born at
Blankenberg, in the Province of the Rhein,
Prussia, Oct. 31, 1800; obtained a good education
and, while a young man, engaged in mercantile
business in his native country. In 1827 lie came
to the United States and, after .spending two
years in Kentucky, in 1829 went to Galena, where
he was engaged for a short time in the lead
trade.
He took an early opportunity to become

that part of the State.

On

He was thus a Senator on the breaking
out of the Black Hawk War (1832), jn which he
served as a Captain of militia. In 1834 he was an
unsuccessful candidate for Lieutenant-Governor
was appointed by Governor Duncan, in 1835, a
member of the first Board of Commissioners of
the Illinois & Michigan Canal; in 1838 was
returned a second time to tlie House of Representatives and re-elected in 1840 and '46 to the
same body. Two years later (1848) he was again
years.

elected Circuit Clerk, remaining until 18.'i2, and
in 1854 was an Anti-Neln-aska Wliig candidate

Congress in opposition to James C. Allen.
Although Allen received the certificate of elecArcher contested his riglit to the seat, with
for

tion.

the result that Congress declared the seat vacant
and referred the question back to the people. In
a new election held in August, 1856, Archer was
defeated and Allen elected. He held no public
office of importance after this date, but in 1856
was a delegate to the first Republican National
Convention at Philadelphia, and in that body was
an enthusiastic supporter of Abraham Lincoln,
whose zealous friend and admirer he was, for the
He was also one of the
office of Vice-President.
active promoters of various railroad enterprises
in that section of the State, especially the old
Chicago & Vincennes Road, the first projected
southward from the City of Chicago. His connection with the Illinois & Michigan Canal was
the means of giving his name to Archer Avenvie,
a somewhat famous thoroughfare in Chicago.
He was of tall stature and gi-eat energy of character, with a tendency to enthusiasm that communicated itself to others. A local history has
said of him that "he did more for Clark County
than any man in his day or since," although "no
consideration, pecuniary or otherwise, was ever
given him for his services.'" Colonel Archer was
one of the founders of Marshall, the county -seat
of Clark County, Governor Duncan being associ-

plants are a

works.
riages,

naturalized,

months

and coming to Beardstown a few
went into merchandising and real
became a contractor for furnishing

later,

estate; also

supplies to the State troops during the Black

Hawk

War, Beardstown being at the time a rendezvous
and shipping point. In 1834 he began the publication of "The Beardstown Chronicle and Illinois
Bounty Land Register," and was the projector of
the Beardstown & Sangamon Canal, extending
from the Illinois River at Beardstown to Miller's
Ferry on the Sangamon, for which he secured a
special charter from the Legislature in 1836. He
had a survey of the line made, but the hard times
prevented the beginning of the work and it was
finally abandoned.
Retiring from the mercantile
business in 1835, he located on a farm six miles
southeast of Beardstown, but in 1839 removed to
a tract of land near the Morgan County line
which he had bought in 1833, and on which the
present village of Arenzville now stands. This
became the center of a thrifty agricultural community composed largely of Germans, among
whom he exercised a large influence. Resuming

the mercantile business here, he continued it
until about 1853, when he sold out a considerable
part of his possessions.
An ardent Whig, he was
elected as such to the lower branch of the Fourteenth General Assembly (1844) from Morgan
County, and during the following session succeeded in securing the passage of an act by which
a strip of territory three miles wide in the northern part of Morgan County, including the village

—

;

HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.
and whidh had been in dispute,
was transferred by vote of the citizens to Cass
County. In 1852 Mr. Arenz visited his native
land, by appointment of President Fillmore, as
bearer of dispatches to the American legations at
Berlin and "Vienna. He was one of the founders
of Arenzville,

of the Illinois State Agricultural Society of 18.53,
and served as the Vice-President for liis district
until his death, and was also the founder and
President of the Cass County Agricultural Society.
Died, April 2, 18.56.
ARLINGTON, a village of Bureau County, on
the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad, 92
miles west of Chicago. Population (1880), 447;
(1890), 436.

ARLINGTON HEIGHTS (formerly Dunton), a
village of Cook County, on the Chicago & Northwestern Railway, 22 miles northwest of Chicago
is in a dairying district and has several cheese
factories, besides a sewing machine factory,
hotels and churches, a graded school, a bank and
one newspaper. Population (1880), 995; (1890),
1,434.

ARMOUR, PhiUp Danforth, packer. Board of
Trade operator and capitalist, was born at Stockbridge, Madison County, N. Y., May 16, 1832.
After receiving the benefits of .sucli education as
the village academy afforded, in 1852 he set out
across the Plains to California, where he remained four years, achieving only moderate success as a miner. Returning east in 1856, he soon
after embarked in the commission business in
Milwaukee, continuing until 1863, when he
formed a partnership with Mr. John Plankinton
in the meat-packing business.
Later, in conjunction with his brothers H. O. Armour liaving
already biult up an extensive grain commission
trade in Chicago he organized the extensive
packing and conmiission firm of Armour &
<3o., with branches in New York, Kansas City
and Chicago, their lieadquarters being removed
to the latter place from Milwaukee in 1875.
Mr. Armour is a most industrious and methodical business man. giving as many hours

—

—

to the superintendence of business details as the
most industrious day-laborer, the result being
Been in the creation of one of the most extensive
and prosperous firms in the country.
Mr.
Armour's practical benevolence has been demonstrated in a munificent manner by his establish-

ment and endowment of the Armour
<a manual training school) in Chicago,
of over $2,250,000, as

an offshoot of

Institute
at a cost

tlie

Armour

Mission founded on the bequest of his deceased
?jrother.

Joseph

F.

Armour.

ARMSTRONG, John Strawn, pioneer, born in
Somerset County, Pa., May 29, 1810, the oldest of
a family of nine sons was taken by Ids parents
in 1811 to Licking County, Ohio, where he spent
His father was a
his childhood and early youth.
native of Ireland and his mother a sister of Jacob
.Strawn. afterwards a wealtliy stock-grower and
dealer in Morgan County. In 1829, John S. came
to Tazewell County, 111., but two years later
joined the rest of his family in Putnam (now
Marshall) County, all finally removing to La
Salle County, where they were among the earliHere he settled on a farm in 1834,
est settlers.
where he continued to reside over fifty years,
when he located in the village of Sheridan, but
early in 1897 went to reside with a daughter in
Ottawa. He was a soldier in the Black Hawk
War, has been a prominent and influential farmer, and, in the later years of his life, has been
a leader in "Granger" politics, being Master of his
local "Grange," and also serving as Treasurer of
the State Grange. —George Washington (Armstrong), brother of the preceding, was born upon
the farm of his parents, Joseph and Elsie (Strawn)
Armstrong, in Licking County, Ohio, Dec. 9,
1812; learned the trade of a weaver with his
father (wlio was a woolen manufacturer), and at
the age of 18 was in charge of the factory.
Early in 1831 he came with his mother's family
;

locating a few montlis later in La
In 1832 he served with his older
brother as a soldier in the Black Hawk War, was
identified with the early steps for the construction of the Illinois & Michigan Canal, finally becoming a contractor upon the section at Utica,
where he resided several years. He then returned
to the farm near the present village of Seneca,
Avhere he had located in 1833, and where (with
the exception of liis residence at Utica) he has
resided continuously over sixty-five years.
In
1844 Mr. Armstrong was elected to the lower
branch of the Fourteenth General Assembly,
also served in tlie Constitutional Convention of
1847 and, in 1858, was the unsuccessful Democratic
candidate for Congress in opposition to Owen
Lovejoy. Re-entering the Legislature in 1860 as
Representative from La Salle County, he served
in that body by successive re-elections until 1868.
to Illinois,

Salle Coimty.

its ablest and most influential
members, as well as an accomplished parliamenMr. Armstrong was one of the original
promoters of the Kankakee & Seneca Railroad.
WilHaDi E. (Armstrong), third brother of this
family, was born in Licking County, Ohio, Oct.
25, 1814; came to IlUnois with the rest of the

proving one of

tarian.

—
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family in 1831, and resided in La Salle County
until 1841, meanwhile serving two or three terms
as Sheriff of the county. The latter year he was
appointed one of the Commissioners to locate the
county-seat of the newly-organized county of
Grimdy, finally becoming one of the founders and
the first permanent settler of the town of Grundy
later called Morris, in honor of Hon. I. N. Morris, of Quincy, III, at that time one of the Commissioners of the Illinois & Michigan Canal.
Here Mr. Armstrong was again elected to the
So exoffice of Sheriff, serving several terms.
tensive was his influence in Grundy County, that
he was popularly known as "The Emperor of
Grundy." Died, Nov. 1, 1850.— Joel W. (Armstrong), a fourth brother, was born in Licking
County, Ohio, Jan. 6, 1817 emigrated in boyhood
served one term as
to La Salle County, 111.
County Recorder, was member of the Board of
Supervisors for a number of years and the first
Postmaster of his town. Died, Dec. 3, 1871.
Perry A. (Armstrong), the seventh brother of
this historic family, was born near Newark, Licking County, Ohio, April 15, 1823, and came to La
His opportunities for
Salle County, 111., in 1831.
acquiring an education in a new country were
limited, but between work on the farm and service as a clerk of his brother George, aided by a
short term in an academy and as a teacher in
Kendall Comity, he managed to prepare himself
for college, entering Illinois College at JacksonOwing to failure of health, he was
ville in 1843.
compelled to abandon his plan of obtaining a collegiate education and returned home at the end
of his Freshman year, but continued his studies,
meanwhile teaching district schools in the winter
and working on his mother's farm during the
crop seas(in. until 1845, when he located in Morris, Grundy County, opened a general store and
was appointed Postmaster. He has been in public position of some sort ever since he reached his
majority, including the offices of School Trustee,
Postmaster, Justice of tlie Peace, Supervisor,
County Clerk (two terms), Delegate to the Constitutional Convention of 1862, and two terms as
Representative in the General Assembly (1862-64
and 1872-74). During his last session in the General Assembly he took a conspicuous part in the
revision of the statutes under the Constitution of
1870, framing some of the most important laws
on the statute book, while participating in the
preparation of others. At an earlier date it fell
to his lot to draw up the original charters of the
Chicago & Rock Island, the Illioois Central, and
the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroads. He

—

;

;

has

also

Masonic

been promiribnt in Odd Fellow and
having been Grand Master of the

circles,

named order in the State and being the oldest 32d degree Mason in Illinois was admitted to
the State bar in 1864 and to that of the Supreme
first

;

Court of the United States in 1868, and has been
Master in Chancery for over twenty consecutive
years.
Mr. Armstrong has also found time to do
some literaiy work, as shown by liis history of
"The Sauks and Black Hawk War," and a num
her of poems. He takes much pleasure in relating reminiscences of pioneer life in Illinois, one
of which is the story of his first trip from
Ottawa to Chicago, in December, 1831, when he
accompanied his oldest brother (William E.
Armstrong) to Chicago with a sled and oxteam for salt to cure their mast- fed pork, the
trip requiring ten days.
His recollection is, that
there were but three white families in Chicago
at that time, but a large number of Indians
mixed with half-breeds of French and Indian
origin.

ARNOLD, Isaac N., lawyer and Congressman,
was born near Cooperstown, N. Y., Nov. 30, 1818,
being descended from one of the companions of
Roger Williams. Thrown upon his own resources
at an early age, he was largely "self-made."
He read law at Cooperstown, and was admitted
The next year he removed to
to the bar in 1835.
Chicago, was elected the first City Clerk in 1837,
but resigned before the close of the year and was
admitted to the bar of

He

Illinois in 1841.

soon

established a reputation as a lawyer, and served
for three terms (the Thirteenth, Fourteenth and

Twentieth) in the lower house of the LegislaIn 1844 he vras a Presidential Elector on
ture.
the Polk ticket, but the repeal of the Missouri
Compromise, with the legislation regarding Kansas and Nebraska, logically forced him, as a freesoiler, into the ranks of the Republican party, by
which he was sent to Congress from 1861 to 1865.
While in Congress he prepared and delivered an
exhaustive argument in support of tlie right of
confiscation by the General Government. After
the expiration of his last Congressional term, Mr.
Arnold returned to Chicago, where he resided
until his death, April 34, 1884.

He was

arly instincts, fond of literature

and an author of

repute.

Among

his best

of schol-

known works

are his

"Life of Abraham Lincoln" and his "Life of
Benedict Arnold."
ARRIiVOTOIV, Alfred W., clergyman, lawyer
and author, was born in Iredell County, N. C,
September, 1810, being the son of a Whig member of Congress from that State. In 1829 he was
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received on trial as a Methodist preacher and
became a circuit-rider in Indiana; during 1833-33

served as an itinerant in Missouri, gaining much
In 1834 he began the
celebrity by his eloquence.
study of law. and having been admitted to the
several
years in Arkansas,
bar, practiced for
where he was sent to the Legislatui-e, and, in 18-14,
was the Whig candidate for Presidential Elector.
Later he removed to Texas, where he .served
In 18.56 he removed to
as Judge for six years.
Madison, Wis., but a year later came to Chicago,
where he attained distinction as a lawyer, dying
He was an accomin that city Dec. 31, 1867.
plished scholar and gifted writer, having written

much for "The Democratic Review" and "The
Southern Literary Messenger, " over the signature
of "Charles Summerfield," and was author of an
"Apostrophe to Water," which he put in the
mouth of an itinerant Methodist preacher, and
which John B. Gough was accustomed to ([uote
with great effect. A volume of his poems witli a
memoir was published in Chicago in 1869.
ARROWSMITH, a village of McLean County,
on the Lake Erie & Western Railway, 20 miles
east of Bloomington is in an agricultural and
stock region has one newspaper.
Population
;

;

came

1810;

to Illinois in 1834,

25

making the

jour-

ney on horseback and finally locating in Quincy,
where he soon after began the study of law with
the Hon. O. H. Browning; was admitted to tlie
bar in 1837, being for a time the partner of Col.
Edward D. Baker, afterwards United States
Senator from Oregon and finally killed at Ball's
Bluff in 1863.
In 1849 Mr. Asbury was appointed
by President Taylor Register of the Quincy Land
Office, and, in 1864-65, served by appointment of
Lincoln (who was his close personal
Provost- Marshal of the Quincy disthereby obtaining the title of "Captain,"
by which he was widely known among his
friends.
Later he served for several years as
Registrar in Bankru]itcy at Quincy, which was
his last official position.
Originally a Kentucky
Whig, Captain Asbury was one of the founders
of the Republican party in Illinois, acting in cooperation with Abram Jonas, Archibald Williams,
Nehemiah Bushnell, O. H. Browning and others
President

friend) as

trict,

immediate neighbors, and with Abraham
Lincoln, with whom lie was a frequent correspondent at that period. Messrs. Nicolay and
of his

Haj', in their Life of

Lincoln,

award him the
the famous

credit of having suggested one of

(1890), 420.

questions propounded

ARTHUR, a village of Moultrie County, at the
junction of the Chicago & Eastern Illinois and
the St. Louis, Vandalia & Terre Haute Railroad,
9 miles west of Areola.
The region is agricultural.
It has a bank and a weekly newspaper.
Population (1890), 536.

which gave the latter so much trouble during
the memorable debates of 1858. In 1886 Captain
Asbury removed to Chicago, where he continued
to reside until his death, Nov. 19, 1896.
ASHLAND, a town in Cass County, at the
intersection of the Chicago & Alton and the
Baltimore & Ohio South-Western Railroad, 21
miles west-northwest of Springfield and 200
miles southwest of Chicago. It is in the midst of
a rich agricultural region, and is an important
shipping point for grain and stock. It has a
bank, three churches and a weekly newspaper.
Coal is mined in the vicinity. Population (1880),

ASAY, Edward

(i., lawyer, was born in Phila17, 1825; was educated in private
and entered the ministrj' of the Methodist
Episcopal Church later spent some time in the
South, but in 1853 retired from the ministry and
began the study of law, meantime devoting a part
of his time to mercantile business in New York
Citj'.
He was admitted to the bar in 1856, removing the same year to Chicago, where he built up
a lucrative practice. He was a brilliant speaker
and became eminent, especially as a criminal
lawyer. Politically he was a zealous Democrat
and was the chief attorney of Buckner S. Morris
and others during their trial for conspiracy in
connection with the Camp Douglas affair of November, 1864. During 1871 72 he made an extended trip to Europe, occupying some eighteen
months, making a second visit in 1882. His later
years were spent chiefly on a farm in Ogle

delphia, Sept.

schools

;

County.

Died in Chicago, Nov.

24, 1898.

ASBURY, Henry, lawyer, was born in Harrison (now Robertson) County, Ky., August 10,

by

Lincoln

to

Douglas

609; (1890), 1,045.

ASHLEY, a large and growing village in Washington County, at the intersection of the Illinois
Central and the Louisville & Nashville Railways,
62 miles from St. Louis. The surrounding region
is agricultural, there being also many orchards.
Its manufactures include flour and agricultural
implements. Population (1880), 950; (1890), 1,035.
ASHMORE, a town of Coles County, on the
Cleveland. Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis Railway, 8 miles northeast of Charleston has a newspaper and considerable local trade. Population
;

(1880), 403; (1890), 576.

ASHTOX,
cago

&

a village of Lee Covmty, on the ChiNorth- Western Railroad, 84 miles west of

;
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Chicago; has one newspaper.

Population (1880),

646; (1890), 680.

ASPINWALL, Homer

farmer and legislator, was born in Stephenson County, 111., Nov. 15,
1846, educated in the Freeport high school, and,
F.,

in a wholesale
life, spent two years
notion store, later resinning the occupation of a
farmer. After holding various local offices, including that of member of the Board of Supervisors of Stephenson County, in 1893 Mr. Aspinwall
was elected to tlie State Senate and re-elected in
1896.
Soon after the beginning of the SpanishAmerican War in 1898, he was appointed by
Assistant
President McKinley Captain and
Quartermaster in the Volunteer Army, but
before being assigned to duty accepted the Lieu-

in early

tenant-Colonelcy of the Twelfth

Illinois

Pro-

When it became evident that
the regiment would not be called into the service,
he was assigned to the command of the "Manitoba," a large transport steamer, which carried
some 13,000 soldiers to Cuba and Porto Rico without a single accident. In view of the approaching session of tlie Forty-first General Assembly,
it being apparent tliat the war was over, Mr.
Aspinwall applied for a discharge, which was
refused, a 80-days' leave of absence being granted
instead.
A discharge was finally granted about
the middle of February, when he resumed his
seat in the Senate. Mr. Aspinwall owns and
operates a large farm near Freeport.
ASSUMPTION, a town in Christian County,
on the Illinois Central Railroad, 33 miles south
by west from Decatur and 9 miles north of Pana.
It is situated in a rich agricviltural and coal mining district, and has a bank, four churches, a
public school, two weekly papers and coal mines.
Population (1880), 706; (1890), 1,0;6.
ASTORIA, a town in the southern part of Fulton County, on the Rock Island & St. Louis Division of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad,
106 miles north of Alton and 50 miles northwest
of Springfield. It has six churches, good schools,
two banks, some manufactiu-es, and a weekly
newspaper. It is in a coal region. Population
visional Regiment.

(1880), 1.380: (1890), 1,3.57.

Fe
Fe

&

—the

California, the Atchison,

Chicago, Santa

Topeka and Santa

in Chicago, and the Mississippi River Rail& Toll Bridge, which are operated as a
through line between Chicago and Kansas City,
with a branch from Ancona to Pekin, 111., having an aggregate operated mileage of 515 miles, of

road

of the system (1898) are:

Aldace

F.

New York

;

Walker, Cliairman of the Board,
Chicago C.

E. P. Ripley, President,

;

M. Higginson, Ass't to the President, Chicago;
E. D. Kenna, 1st Vice-President and General
Solicitor, Chicago; Paul Morton, 3d Vice-President, Chicago; E. Wilder, Secretary and Treasurer, Topeka; L. C. Deming, Assistant Secretary,
New York H. W. Gardner, Assistant Treasurer,
New York; Victor Morawetz, General Counsel,
New York; Jno. P. Whitehead, Comptroller,
New York; H. C. Whitehead, General Auditor,
Chicago W. B. Biddle, Freight Traffic Manager,
Chicago; J. J. Frey, General Manager. Topeka;
H. W. Mudge, General Superintendent, Topeka;
W. A. Bissell, Assistant Freight Traffic Manager,
F.
Wliite,
Passen.ger
Traffic
Chicago; W.
Manager, Chic-ago; Geo. T. Nicholson, Assistant
Passenger Traffic Manager, Chicago; W. E.
Hodges, General Purchasing Agent, Chicago;
James A. Davis, Industrial Commissioner, Chicago James Dun, Cliief Engineer, Topeka, Kan.
John Player, Superintendent of Machinery,
Topeka, Kan. C. W. Kouns. Superintendent Car
Service, Topeka, Kan.
J. S. Hobson. Signal
Engineer, Topeka; C. G. Slides, Superintendent
of Telegraph, Topeka, Kan. C. W. Ryus, General
Claim Agent, Topeka F. C. Gay, General Freight
Agent, Topeka; C. R. Hudson, Assistant General
Freight Agent, Topeka; W. J. Black, General
Passenger Agent, Chicago; P. Walsh, General
Baggage Agent, Chicago.
ATHENS, a town in Slenard County, nortlinorthwest of Springfield, on the Chictigo, Peoria
;

;

;

;

;

ATCHISON, TOPEKA & SANTA FE RAILWAY COMPANY. This Company operates three
subsidiary lines in Illinois

which 395 are in Illinois. The total earnings and
income for the year ending June 30, 1895, were
and fixed
charges amounted to §3,360,706. The accumulated deficit on the whole line amounted, June 30,
1894, to more than §4,500,000.
The total capitalization of the whole line in 1895 was §52,775,351.
The parent road was chartered in 1859 under the
name of the Atchison & Topeka Railroad; but in
1863 was changed to the Atchison, Topeka &
Santa Fe Railroad. The construction of the main
line was begun in 1859 and completed in 1873.
The largest number of miles operated was in
January 1, 1896, the road
1893, being 7,481.65.
was reorganized under the name of The Atchison,
Topeka & Santa Fe Railway Company (its present
name), which succeeded by purchase iinder foreclosure (Dec. 10, 1895) to the property and franchises of the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe
Railroad Companj', Its mileage, in 1895, was
6.481.65 miles. The executive and general officers
$1,398,600, while the operating expenses

;

;

:
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Louis Railroad. A valuable building stone
is extensively quarried here, which is susceptible
of a high polish and is commonly designated
Athens Marble. The town has three churches, a
bank, several mills, a newspaper office, and three
Agi-iculture. stone-quarrying and
coal mines.
coal-mining are the principal industries of the
surroimding region.
Population (1880), 410;

&

St.

(1890), 944.

ATKIJfS, Smith D.,

soldier

born near Elmira, N. Y., June

and
9,

joui-nalist,

1836;

was

came with

and lived on a farm
Rock River Seminary,

his father to Illinois in 1846,

was educated at
Morris, meanwhile learning tlie printer's
and afterwards established "The Savanna
Register" in Carroll County. In 1854 he began
the study of law, and in \X('M, while practicing at
Freeport, was elected Prosecuting Attorney, but

till 18.50;

Moimt
trade,

resigned in 1861, being the first man to enlist as a
private soldier in Stephenson County. He served
as a Captain of the Eleventh Illinois Volunteers
(three-months" men), re-enlisted with the same
rank for three 3-ears and took part in the capture
of Fort Donelson and the battle of Shiloh, serving at the latter on the staff of General Hurlbut.
Forced to retire temporarily on account of his
health, he next engaged in raising volunteers in

Northern

Illinois,

was

finally

commissioned Col-

onel of the Ninety-second Illinois, and, in June,

was assigned

command

of a brigade in
the Army of Kentucky, later serving in the Arm)On the organization of Sherof the Cumberland.
man's great "March to the Sea," he efficiently
cooperated in it, was brevetted Brigadier-General
for gallantrj' at Savannah, and at the close of the
war, by special order of President Lincoln, was
brevetted Major-General. Since the war. General Atkins' chief occupation has been that of
editor of "The Freeport Journal," though, for
nearly twenty-four years, he served as Postmaster of that cit}'. He took a prominent part
in the erection of the Stephenson County Soldiers' Monument at Freeport, has been President
of the Freeport Public Library since its organization, member of the Board of Education, and since
1895, by appointment of the Governor of Illinois,
one of the Illinois Commissioners of the Chickamauga and Chattanooga Military Park.
ATKINSON, a village of Henry County, on the
Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railway, 29 miles
east of Rock Island.
It has a bank and a newspaper.
Population (1880), .504; (1890). 534.
ATLANTA, a city of Logan County, on the
Chicago & Alton Railroad, 20 miles southwest of
Bloomington and 39 miles north-northeast of
1863,

to

27

a high and fertile
prairie and the surrounding region is rich in coal,
as well as a productive agricultural and stock
raising district.
It has five churclies, a graded
Springfield.

school, a

stands on

It

weekly newspaper, two banks and two
Coal is mined within the city

flouring mills.
limits.

Population(1880), 1,368; (1890), 1,178.

ATLAS, a hamlet in the southwestern part of
Pike County, 10 miles southwest of Pittsfield and
three miles from Rockport, the nearest station on
the Quincy & Louisiana Division of the Chicago,
Burlington & Quincy Railroad. Atlas has an inIt was settled by Col. William
teresting history.
Ross and four brothers, who came here from
Mass., in the latter part of 1819. or
making there the first settlement
within the present limits of Pike County. The
town was laid out by the Rosses in 1823, and the
next year the county-seat was removed thither
from Coles Grove now in Calhoun Coimty but
which had been the first county-seat of Pike
County, when it comprised all the territory lying
north and west of the Illinois River to the Mississippi River and the Wisconsin State line.
Atlas remained the county-seat until 1833, when
the seat of justice was removed to Pittsfield.
During a part of that time it was one of the
most important points in the western part of the
State, and was, for a time, a rival of Quincy.
It now has only a postofflce and general store.
The population, according to the census of 1890,
Pittsfield,

early in 1830,

—

—

was

52.

ATTORNEYS-tiiENERAL. The following

a

is

under the
and State Governments, down to the
of
duration
present time (1899), with the date and
the term of each incumbent
Territori.\l Benjamin H. Doyle, July to December, 1809; John J. Crittenden, Dec. 30 to
list

of the Attorneys-General of Illinois

Territorial

—

Thomas

T. Crittenden, April to
October, 1810; Benj. M. Piatt, October, 1810-13;
AVilliam Mears, 1813-18.
State— Daniel Pope Cook, March 5 to Dec. 14,
1819; William Mears, 1819-21; Samuel D. Lock-

April,

1810;

wood. 1821-23; James

Turney, 1823-29; George

Forquer, 1829-33; James Semple, 1833-34; Ninian
Edwards, 1834-35; Jesse B. Thomas, Jr.,

W.

183.5-36;

Walter

B.

Scates,

1836-37;

Usher

F.

Linder. 1837-38; George W. Obiey, 1838-39; Wickliffe Kitchell, 1839 40; Josiah Lamborn, 1840-43;

James Allen McDougal,

1843-46;

David

B.

Camp-

bell, 1846-48.

The Constitution of

1848

made no

provision for

the continuance of the office, and for nineteen
It was re created,
j'ears it remained vacant.

.
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The following is a list of the State Auditors
from the date of the admission of the State into
the Union down to the present time (1899), with
the date and dm-ation of the term of each:
Elijah C. Berry, 1818-31; James T. B. Stapp,

liowever, by legislative enactment in 1867, and

on

Feb. 28

of

that

year

Governor

Oglesby

ajipointed Robert G. Ingersoll, of Peoria, to dis-

charge the duties of the position, which he continued to do until 1869. Subsequent incumbents
Washington Bushnell,
of the office have been
1869-73 James K. Edsall, 1873-81 James McCart-

1831-35;

:

1841-43;

;

;

ney, 1881-85; George Hunt, 1885-93; M. T. Moloney,
Under the
1893-97; Ed\vard C. Akin, 1897

—

.

Constitution (1818) the office of AttorneyGeneral was filled by appointment by the Legislature; under the Constitution of 1848, as already
stated, it ceased to exist until created by act of
the Legislature of 1867, but, in 1870, it was made
a constitutional office to be filled by popular
election for a term of four years.
ATWOOD, a village lying partly in Piatt and
partly in Douglas County, on the Indianapolis,
Decatur & Western Railway, 27 miles east of
Decatur. The region is agricultural; the town
has a bank and a newspaper
Population (1880),
first

ATWOOD, Charles B., arcliitect, was born at
May 18, 1849; at 17 began a full
course in architecture at Harvard Scientific
School, and, after graduation, received prizes for
public buildings at San Francisco, Hartford and
a number of other cities, besides furnishing
designs for some of the finest private residences
in the country.
He was associated with D. H.
Burnham in preparing plans for the Columbian
Exposition buildings, at Chicago, for the World's
Fair of 1893, and distinguished himself by producing plans for the "Art Building," the "Peri"Terminal Station" and other
the
.style,"
prominent structures. Died, in the midst of his
highest successes as an architect, at Chicago,

James

Sliields,

Ewing, 1843-46; Thomas

AUGUSTANA COLLEGE, an educational

insti-

tution controlled by the Evangelical Lutheran

denomination, located at Rock Island and founded
in 1863.
Besides preparatory and collegiate departments, a theological school is connected with
the institution. To the two first named, young
women are admitted on an equality with
men.
More than 500 students were reported in
attendance in 1896, about one-fourth being
women. A majority of the latter were in the
preparatory (or academic) department. The college is not endowed, but owns property (real
and personal) to the value of §350,000. It has a
library of 12,000 volumes.
AURORA, a city and an important railroad
center in Kane County, situated on Fox River, 39
miles southwest of Chicago. Machine and repair
shops of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad are located here. Other important manufacturing industries are: iron works, extensive
cotton and woolen mills, flour mills, silver-plating
works, carriage factories, stove and smeltingworks and establisliments for turning out road

19, 1895.

AUBURN, a town in Sangamon County, on the
Chicago & Alton Railroad, 15 miles south-southwest of Springfield. Manufacturing is carried on
some extent, the output consisting of flour, carand farm implements. It has several
churches, a graded school, a bank and a weekly
newspaper. Population (1880), 788; (1890), 874.

to

riages

AUDITORS OF PUBLIC ACCOUNTS. The

buggy tops and woodThe water-works and elecowned by the city. Five
banks supply the demand for banking facilities.
The city has twenty-five churches, admirable
schools and a public library. The periodicals
(1896) embrace five dail3', one semi-weekly and

scrapers, carpet-sweepers,

working machinery.

torial

;

183.5-41;

D.

(1890), 1,077.

Millbury, Mass.,

Auditors of Public Accounts under the TerriGovernment were H. H. Maxwell, 1812-16;
Daniel P. Cook, 181617; Robert Blackwell, (April
to August), 1817; Elijah C. Berry, 1817-18. Under
the Constitution of 1818 the Auditor of Public
Accounts was made appointive by the legislature,
without limitation of term but by the Constitutions of 1848 and 1870 the office was made
elective by the people for a term of four years.

Davis,

—

212; (1890), 530.

Dec.

Levi

WilUam Lee

H. Campbell, 1846-57; Jesse K. Dubois, 1857-64;
Orlin H. Miner, 1864-69; Charles E. Lippinoott,
1869-77; Thomas B. Needles, 1877-81; Charles P.
Swigert, 1881-89; C. W. Pavey, 1889-93; David
Gore, 1893-97; James S. McCullough, 1897
AUttUSTA, a town in Augusta township, Hancock County, on the Chicago, Burlington &
Quincy Railroad, 36 miles northeast of Quincy.
Carriages, plows, flour, brooms and woolen goods
are the principal manufactures. The town has
two newspapers, a bank, fom- churches and a
graded school. The surrounding country is a
fertile agricultural region and abounds in coal.
Fine qualities of potter's clay and mineral paint
are obtained here.
Population (1880), 1,015;

tric-lighting plants are

•

five or

six

weekly papers.

Population

(1880),

11,873; (1890), 19,688; (1898), estimated, 27,500.
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Chicago, iu Cook County.
It is accessible from that city by either the Chicago & Northwestern Railway, or by street

tation or interference by others in the exercise of

railway lines. A
graded school is supported
school department) and there are numerous
churches, representing the various religious
denominations. Population (1880), 1,359; (1890),

&

4,031.

cago, Burlington

AUSTIN, a suburb of

a
(including a high

weekly newspaper

is issued,

AUSTIN COLLEGE,

a mixed school at Effingham, 111., founded in 1890. It has eleven teachers
312
pupils for 1897-98—162
of
total
and' reports a

males and 150 females. It has a library of 2,000
volumes and reports property valued at 837,000.
AUSTRALIAN BALLOT," a form of ballot for
popular elections, thus named because it was
It was
first brought into use in Australia.
adopted by act of the Legislature of Illinois in
is applicable to the election of all public
except Trustees of Schools, School Directof Boards of Education and officers
of road districts in counties not under township
organization. Under it, all ballots for the election of officers (except tliose just enumerated)
are required to be printed and distributed to the
election officers for use on the day of election, at
public co.st. These ballots contain the names,
on the same sheet, of all candidates to be voted
for at such election, such names having been
formally certified previously to the Secretary of
State (in the case of candidates for offices to be
voted for by electors of the entire State or any
district greater than a single county) or to the
County Clerk (as to all others), by the presiding
officer and secretary of the convention or caucus
making such nominations, when the party represented cast at least two per cent of the aggregate
vote of the State or district at the preceding genOther names may be added to the
eral election.
ballot on the petition of a specified number of the

1891,

and

officers

ors,

members

under certain prescribed conditions
The duly registered voter, on
presenting himself at the poU, is given a copy of
the official ticket by one of the judges of election,
upon which he proceeds to indicate his preference in a temporary booth or closet set apart for
his use, by making a cross at the head of tlie col-

his right of suffrage.

AVA, a town in Jackson County, on the Mobile
Ohio Railroad (Cairo & St. Louis Division), 75
It has
miles south-southeast from St. Louis.
one or more banks and a newspaper. Population
(1880), 365; (1890), 807.

AVON, a

;

After the close of his official career,
he was a member for eight years of the law firm of
Beckwith, Ayer & Kales, and afterwards of the
firm of Ayer & Kales, until, retiring from general
practice, Mr. Ayer became Solicitor of the Illinois
Central Railroad, then a Director of the Company,
and is at present its General Counsel and a potent

city charter.

factor in

whom

he wishes to vote,

if

the candidates of different parties. The object of
the law is to secure for the voter secrecy of the
ballot,

with independence and freedom from

dic-

management.
Paul, banker, Jacksonville,

Illinois College, in 1843, as

the classmate of Dr.

Newton Bateman, afterwards President of Knox
College at Galesburg, and Rev. Thomas K.

now of Elmira, N.Y. After leaving colbecame the partner of his father (David
Ayers)as agent of Mr. John Grigg, of Philadelphia, who was the ovraer of a large body of IlliHis father dying in 18.50, Mr. Ayers
nois lands.
succeeded to the management of the business,
about 75,000 acres of Mr. Grigg's unsold lands
In December, 1852,
coming under his charge.
with the assistance of Messrs. Page & Bacon, bankers, of St. Louis, he opened the first bank in Jacksonville, for the sale of exchange, but which
finally grew into a bank of deposit and has been
continued ever since, being recognized as one of
the most solid institutions in Central Illinois. In
1870-71, aided by Philadelphia and New York
capitalists, he built the "Illinois Farmers" RailBeecher,
B.

of candidates for

its

AYERS, Marshall

was born in Philadelphia, Pa., July 27, 1823;
came to Jacksonville, 111., with his parents, in
1830, and was educated there, graduating from

lege he

he desires to vote for all of the candidates of the
same party, or by a similar mark before the name
of each individual for whom be wishes to vote, in
case he desires to distribute his support among

Quincy Railroad, 20 miles

(1880), 689; (1890), 692.

named

umn

&

AYER, Benjamin F., lawyer, was born in
Kingston, N. H., April 22, 1825, graduated at
Dartmouth College in 1846, studied law at Dane
Law School (Harvard University), was admitted
to the bar and began practice at Manchester,
N. H. After serving one term in the New Hampshire Legislature, and as Prosecuting Attorney
for Hillsborough County, in 1857 became to Chicago, soon advancing to the front rank of lawyers
then in practice there became Corporation Counsel
in 1861, and, two years later, drafted the revised

legal voters

in the act.

village of Fulton County, on the Chi-

south of Galesburg; has two newspapers and
drainpipe works. Considerable live-stock and
Population
farm produce are shipped here.
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road" between Jacksonville and Waverly, afterwards extended to Virden and finally to Centralia
and Mount Vernon. This was the nucleus of the
Jacksonville Southeastern Railway, though Mr.
Ayers has had no connection with it for several
years.
Other business enterprises with which he
lias been connected are the Jacksonville Gas Com(now
pany
including an electric light and power
plant), of which he has been President for forty
years; the "Home Woolen Mills" (early wiped
out by fire), sugar and paper-barrel manufacture,
coal-mining, etc. Abovit 1877 he purchased a
body of 23,600 acres of land in Champaign County,
known as "Broadlands," from John T. Alexander,
an extensive cattle-dealer, who had become
heavily involved during the years of financial

As a result of this transaction, Mr.
Alexander's debts, which aggregated .$1,000,000,
were discharged within the next two years. Mr.
Ayers has been an earnest Republican since the
organization of that party and, during the war,
rendered valuable service in assisting to raise
funds for the support of the operations of the
Christian Commission in the field. He has also
been active in Sunday School, benevolent and
educational work, having been, for twenty years,
a Trustee of Illinois College, of which he has
been an ardent friend. In 1846 he was married
to Miss Laura Allen, daughter of Rev. John
Allen, D. D., of Huntsville, Ala., and is the father
revulsion.

of four sons and four daughters, all living.

BABCOCK, Amos C, was

born at Penn Yan,

N. Y., Jan. 30, 1838, the son of a member of Confrom that State at the age of 18, having

gress

lost his father

;

by death, came West, and soon

after engaged in mercantile business in partner-

ship witli a brother at Canton, 111. In 18,54 he
was elected by a majority of one vote, as an AntiNebraska Whig, to the lower branch of the Nine-

teenth General Assembly, and, in the following
session, took part in the election of United States
Senator which resulted in the choice of Lyman
Trumbull. Although a personal and political
friend of Mr. Lincoln, Mr. Babcock, as a matter
of policy, cast his vote for his townsman, William
Kellogg, afterwards Congressman from that district, until it was apparent that a concentration
of the Anti-Nebraska vote on Trumbull was
necessary to defeat the election of a Democrat.
In 1863 he was appointed by President Lincoln
the first Assessor of Internal Revenue for the
Fourth District, and, in 1863, was commissioned
by Governor Yates Colonel of the One Hundred
and Third Illinois Volunteers, but soon resigned.
Colonel Babcock served as Delegateatlarge in

National

the Republican

Convention of

which nominated General Grant

1868,

for tlie Presi-

dency, and the same year was made Chairman of
the Republican State Central Committee, also
conducting the campaign two years later. He
identified himself with the Greeley movement in
1873, but, in 1876, was again in line with liis

party and restored to his old position on the State
Central Committee, serving until 1878. Among
business enterprises witli which he was connected was the extension, about 1854, of the Biida
branch of tlie Chicago, Burlington & Quincy
Railroad from Yates City to Canton, and the
erection of the State Capitol at Austin, Tex.,
which was undertaken, in conjunction with
Abner Taylor and J. V. and C. B. Farwell, about
1881 and completed in 1888, for which the firm
received over 3,000,000 acres of State lands in the
"Pan Handle" portion of Texas. In 1889 Colonel
Babcock took up his residence in Chicago, which

continued to be his home until his death from
apoplexy, Feb. 35, 1899.

BABCOCK, Andrew J., soldier, was born at
Dorchester, Norfolk County, Mass., July 19, 1830;
began life as a coppersmith at Lowell; in 1851
went to Concord, N. H. and, in 1856, removed to
,

Springfield,

111.

,

where, in 1859,

lie

joined a mili-

company called the Springfield Greys, commanded by Capt. (afterwards Gen. ) John Cook, of
which he was First Lieutenant. This company
became the nucleus of Company I, Seventh Illinois Volunteers, which enlisted on Mr. Lincoln's
first call for troops in April, 1861.
Captain Cook
tary

having been elected Colonel, Babcock succeeded
him as Captain, on the re-enlistment of the regiment in July following becoming LieutenantColonel, and, in March, 1863. being promoted to
the Colonelcy "for gallant and meritorious service
rendered at Fort Donelson." A year later he was
compelled to resign on account of impaired
His home is at Springfield.
liealth.
BACON, George E., lawyer and legislator, born
at Madison, Ind. Feb. 4, 1851
was brought to
Illinois by his parents at three years of age, and,
in 1876, located at Paris, Edgar County; in 1879
was admitted to the bar and held various minor
offices, including one term as State's Attorney.
In 1886 he was elected as a Republican to the
State Senate and re-elected four years later, but
finally removed to Aurora, where he died, July
Mr. Bacon was a man of recognized
6, 1896.
ability, as shown by the fact that, after the death
of Senator John A. Logan, he was selected by his
colleagues of the Senate to pronounce tlie eulogy
on the deceased statesman.
,

;

—

)
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BAGBT, John C,

jurist

and Congressman, was

by the Democrats of the (old) Tenth District. In
1885 he was elected to the Circuit Bench for the
'Sixth Circuit.

Died, April

BAILEY, Joseph Mead,

4,

1896.

legislator

and

jurist,

was born at Middlebury, Wyoming County, N. Y.,
Jime 22, 1833, graduated from Rochester (N. Y.
University in 1854, and was admitted to the
bar in that city in 1855. In August, 1856, he
removed to Freeport, 111., where he soon built up
a profitable practice. In 1866 he was elected a
Representative in the Twenty-fifth General
Assembly, being re-elected in 1868. Here he was
especially prominent in securing restrictive legisIn 1876 he was
lation concerning railroads.
chosen a Presidential Elector for his district on
the Republican ticket. In 1877 he was elected a
Judge of the Thirteenth judicial district, and
In January,
re-elected in 1879 and in 1885.
1878, and again in June, 1879, he was assigned to
the bench of the Appellate Court, being presiding
Justice from June, 1879. to June, 1880, and from
June, 1881, to June, 1883. In 1879 he received
the degree of LL.D. from the Universities of
Rochester and Chicago. In 1888 he was elected
Died in
to the bench of the Supreme Court.
office,

Oct.

16, 1895.

BAILHACHE, John, pioneer journalist, was
bom in the Island of Jersey, May 8, 1787; after
gaining the rudiments of an education in his
mother tongue (the French), he acquired a knowledge of English and some proficiency in Greek
and Latin in an academy near his paternal home,
when he spent five years as a printer's apprentice.
In 1810 he came to the United States, first locating at Cambridge, Ohio, but, in 1812, purchased a
half interest in "The Fredonian" at Chillicothe
(then the State Capital), soon after becoming sole
owner. In 1815 he purchased "The Scioto Gazette" and consolidated the two papers under the
name of "The Scioto Gazette and Fredonian
Chronicle." Here he remained until 1828, meantime engaging temporarily in the banking business, also serving one term in the Legislature
(1820), and being elected Associate Justice of the
Court of Common Pleas for Ross Coimty. In
1828 he removed to Columbus, assuming charge

;

•n

"The Ohio State Journal," served one term as
Mayor of the city, and for three consecutive
years was State Printer. Selling out "The Journal" in 1836, he came west, the next year becoming part owner, and finally sole proprietor, of "The
Telegraph" at Alton, 111., which he conducted
of

born at Glasgow, Ky., Jan. 34, 1819. After passing through the common schools of Barren
County, Ky., he studied civil engineering at
Bacon College, gi-aduating in 1840. Later he
read law and was admitted to the bar in 184.").
In 1846 he conmienced practice at Rushville, 111.,
confining himself exclusively to professional work
until nominated and elected to Congress in 1874,

—

.

alone or in association with various partners until
1854, when he retired, giving his attention to the
book and job branch of the business. He served as
Representative from Madison County in the Thir-

teenth General Assembly (1843-44). As a man
and a journalist Judge Bailhache commanded the
highest respect, and did much to elevate the
standard of journalism in Illinois, "The Telegraph," during the period of his connection with
it, being one of the leading papers of the State.
His death occurred at Alton, Sept. 3, 1857, as the
result of injuries received the day previous, by
being thro^vn from a carriage in which he was
riding.— Maj. William Henry (Bailhache), son of
the preceding, was born at Chillicothe, Ohio,
August 14, 1836, removed with his father to Alton,
111., in 1836, was educated at Shurtleff College,
and learned the printing trade in the office of
"The Telegraph," under the direction of his
father, afterwards being associated with the
business department.
In 1855, in partnership
with Edward L. Baker, he became one of the
proprietors and business manager of "The State
Journal" at Springfield. During the Civil War
he received from President Lincoln the appointment of Captain and Assistant Quartermaster,
serving to its close and receiving the brevet rank
of Major.
After the war he returned to journalism and was associated at different times with
"The State Journal" and "The Quincy Whig,"
as business manager of each, but retired in 1873
in 1881 was appointed by President Arthur,
Receiver of Public Moneys at Santa Fe., N. M.,
remaining four j'ears. He is now (1899) a resident of San Diego, Cal., where he has been
engaged in newspaper work, and, under the
administration of President McKinley, has been
a Special Agent of the Treasury Department.
Preston Heath (Bailhache), another son, was
born in Columbus, Ohio, Feb. 31, 1835, served as
a Surgeon during the Civil War, later became a
Surgeon in the regular army and has held posi-

marine hospitals at Baltimore, WashingNew York, and has visited Europe in the
of sanitary and hospital service.
At
present (1899) he occupies a prominent position
at the headquarters of the United States Marine
Hospital Service in Washington. Arthur Lee
(Bailhache), a third son, born at Alton, IlL, April

tions in

ton and

interest

,
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1839

employed

Camp

War was
commissary service at

at the beginning of the Civil

;

the State

in

Yates and Cairo, became Adjutant of the

Illinois Volunteers, and died at
Knob, Mo., Jan. 9. 1862, as the result of
and exposure in the service.
BAKER, David Jewett, lav^-yer and United

Thirty-eighth
Pilot

disease

States Senator,
Sept.

1793.

7,

Haddam, Conn.
His family removed to New York
was born

at East

where he worked on a farm during boy-

in 1800,

hood, but graduated from Hamilton College in

and three years later was admitted to the
bar.
In 1819 he came to Illinois and began practice at Kaskaskia, where he attained prominence
in his profession and was made Probate Judge of
Randolph County. His opposition to the intro1816,

duction of slavery into the State was so aggressive that his life was frequently threatened.
In
1830 Governor Edwards appointed him United
States Senator, to fill the unexpired term of
Senator McLean, but he served only one month
when he was succeeded by John M. Robinson,

who was

elected

United States

by the Legislature. He was
Attorney from 1833

District

then constituting but
and thereafter resumed private
Died at Alton, August 6, 1869.
—Henry Southard (Baker), son of the preceding, was born at Kaskaskia, 111., Nov. 10,

to

one

1841

(the

State

district),

practice.

preparatory education at Shurtin 1843, entered
I., graduating therefrom
in 1847; was admitted to the bar in 1849, beginning practice at Alton, the home of his father,
Hon. David J. Baker. In 1854 he was elected as an
Anti-Nebraska candidate to the lower branch of
the Nineteenth General Assembly, and, at the
subsequent session of the General Assembly, was
one of the five Anti-Nebraska members whose
1824, received his

leff

College,

Brown

Upper Alton, and,

University, R.

uncompromising

fidelity to

Hon.

Lyman Trum-

bull resulted in the election of the latter to the

—

United States Senate for the first time the others
being his colleague. Dr. George T. Allen of the
House, and Hon. John M. Pahner, afterwards
United States Senator, Burton C. Cook and Norman B, Judd in the Senate. He served as one of the
Secretaries of the Republican State Convention
held at Bloomington in May, 18.'56, was a Republican Presidential Elector in 1864, and, in 1865,

became Judge
until 1881.

of the Alton City Court, serving
In 1876 he presided over the Repub-

lican State Convention, served as delegate to the

Republican National Convention of the same
year and was an unsuccessful candidate for
Congress in opposition to William R. Morrison.

Judge Baker was the orator selected to deliver
the address on occasion of the unveiling of the
statue of Lieut. -Gov. Pierre Menard, on the
capitol grounds at Springfield, in January, 1888.

About 1888 he
March

Alton,

retired
5,

from practice, dying at

1897.

— Edward

L. (Baker),

second son of David Jewett Baker, was born at
Kaskaskia, 111., Jime 3, 1839; graduated at Shurtlefif College in 1847; read law with his father two
years, after which he entered Harvard Law
School and was admitted to the bar at Springfield in 1855. Previous to this date Mr. Baker had
become associated with William H. Bailhache, in
the management of "The Alton Daily Telegraph,"
and, in July, 1855, they purchased "The Illinois
State Journal," at Springfield, of which Mr.
Baker assumed the editorship, remaining until
1874.
In 1869 he was appointed United States
Assessor for the Eighth District, serving until
the abolition of the office. In 1873 he received
the appointment from President Grant of Consul
to Buenos Ayres, South America, and, assuming
the duties of the office in 1874, remained there
for twenty-three years, proving himself one of
the most capable and efficient officers in the consular service.
On the evening of the 20th of
June, 1897, when Mr. Baker was about to enter a
railway train already in motion at the station in
the city of Buenos Ayres. he fell vmder the cars,
receiving injuries which necessitated the amputation of his right arm, finally resulting in his
death in the hospital at Buenos Ayres, July 8,
following.
His remains were brought home at
the Government expense and interred in Oak
Ridge Cemetery, at Springfield, where a monument has since been erected in his honor, bearing
a tablet contributed by citizens of Buenos Ayres

and foreign representatives in that city expressive of their respect for liis memory.
David
Jewett (Baker), Jr., a third son of David Jowett
Baker, Sr., was born at Kaskaskia, Nov. 30,1834;
graduated from Shurtleff College in 1854, and was

—

admitted to the bar in 1856. In November of
that year he removed to Cairo and began prac-

He

-was Mayor of that city in 1864-65, and,
was elected to the bench of the Nineteenth
The Legislature of 1873 (by Act
of March 28) having divided the State into
twenty-six circuits, he was elected Judge of the
Twenty-sixth, on June 2, 1873. In August, 1878,

tice.

in 1869,

Judicial Circuit.

he resigned to accept an appointment on the
Supreme Bench as successor to Judge Breese,
deceased, but at the close of his term on the

Supreme Bench
Judge, and again

(1879),

in 1885.

was

re-elected Circuit

During

this period

he
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served for several years on the Appellate Bench.
In 1888 he retired from the Circuit Bench by
resignation and was elected a Justice of the
Supreme Com-t for a term of nine years. Again,
in 1897, he was a candidate for re-election, but
was defeated by Carroll C. Hoggs. Soon after
retiring from the Supreme Bench he removed to
Chicago and engaged in general practice, in
partnership with his son, John W. Baker. He
fell dead almost instantly in his office. March 13.
1899.
In all. Judge Baker had spent some thirty
years almost continuously on the bench, and had
attained eminent distinction both as a lawyer and

a jurist.

Dickinson, soldier and
United States Senator, was born in London,
Eng., Feb. 24. 1811; emigrated to Illinois while

BAKER,

Edward

yet in his minority, first locating at Belleville,
afterwards removing to Carrollton and finally to
Sangamon County, the last of which he represented in the lower house of the Tenth General
Assembly, and as State Senator in the Twelfth

and Thirteenth. He was elected to Congi-ess as
a Whig from the Springfield District, but resigned
in December, 1846. to accept the colonelcy of the
Fourth Regiment, IlUnois Volunteers, in the
Mexican War, and succeeded General Shields in
command of the brigade, when the latter was
wounded at Cerro Gordo. In 1848 he was elected
to Congress from the Galena District; was also
identified with the construction of the Panama
Railroad; went to San Francisco in 18.53, but
later removed to Oregon, where he was elected
In 1861 he
to the United States Senate in 1860.
resigned the Senatorship to enter the Union
army, commanding a brigade at the battle of
where he was killed, October 31, 1861.
BAKEK, Jeliu, lawyer and Congressman, was
born in Fayette County, Ky., Nov. 4, 1822. At
an early age he removed to Illinois, making his
home in Belleville, St. Clair County. He received his early education in the common schools
and at McKendree College. Although he did
not graduate from the latter institution, he
received therefrom the honorary degree of A. M.
For a time
in 18.58, and that of LL. D. in 1882.
he studied medicine, but abandoned it for the
study of law. From 1861 to 18G5 he was JIaster
From 186.5 to
in Chancery for St. Clair County.
1869 he represented the Belleville District as a
Republican in Congress. From 1876 to 1881 and
from 1882 to 1885 he was Minister Resident in
Venezuela, during the latter portion of his term
Returnof service acting also as Consul-General.
ing home, he was again elected to Congi-ess (1886)

Ball's Bluff,

from the Eighteenth
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was defeated
by William S. Forman,

District, but

for re-election, in 1888,

Democrat. Again, in 1896, having identified
liimself with the Free Silver Democracy and
People's Party, he was elected to Congress from
the Twentieth District over Everett J. Murphy,
the Republican nominee, serving until March 3,
1899.
He is the author of an annotated edition
of Montesquieu's "Grandeur and Decadence of
the Romans."
BALDWIN, Elmer, agriculturist and legislator, was born in Litchfield County, Conn., March
8, 1806
at 16 years of age began teaching a country school, continuing this occupation for several
years during the winter months, while working
on his father's farm in the summer. He then
started a store at New Milford, which he managed for three years, when he sold out on account
In 1833 he
of his health and began farming.
came west and purchased a considerable tract of
Government land in La Salle County, where the
village of Farm Ridge is now situated, removing
thither with his family the following year. He
served as Justice of the Peace for fourteen consecutive terms, as Postmaster twenty years and
as a member of the Board of Supervisors of La
In 18.56 he was elected
Salle County six years.
as a Republican to the House of Representatives,
;

re-elected to the same office in 1866, and to
the State Senate in 1873, serving two years. He
was also appointed, in 1869, a member of the first
Board of Public Charities, serving as President of
the Board. Mr. Baldwin is author of a "History of La Salle County," which contains much
Died, Nov. 18,
local and biographical history.

was

189.5.

BALDWIN, Tlieron, clergyman and educawas born in Goshen, Conn., July 21, 1801;
graduated at Yale College in 1827; after two
years' study in the theological school there, was
ordained a home missionary in 1839, becoming
one of the celebrated "Yale College Band," or
"Western College Society," of which he was Corresponding Secretary during most of his life. He
was settled as a Congregationalist minister at
Vandalia for two years, and was active in procuring the charter of Illinois College at Jacksonof which he was a Trustee from its
ville,
organization to his death. He served for a
tor,

number

Home

of years,

Missionary

from

1831,

Society

for

as

Agent of the

Illinois,

and.

in

became the first Principal of Monticello
Female Seminary, near Alton, which he con1838,

ducted
10, 1870.

five

years.

Died at Orange, N.

J.,

April
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BALLARD,

Addison, merchant, was born of
Quaker parentage in Warren County, Ohio, November, 1822. He located at La Porte, Ind.,
about 1841, where he learned and pursued the
carpenter's

in

trade;

1849

went

to California,

remaining two years, when he retui-ned to La
Porte in 1853 removed to Chicago and embarked
in the limiber trade, which he prosecuted until
Mr. Ballard
1887, retiring with a competency.
served several years as one of the Commissioners
of Cook County, and, from 1876 to 1882, as Alderman of the City of Chicago, and again in the
;

latter office, 1894-96.

was born

varia, April

of the

Holy

7,

1837

;

Eusheim, Rhenish Bawas educated at the colleges
at

and of St.
and at Lavalle University,

Cross, at Worcester, Mass.,

Ignatius, at Chicago,

Montreal, and was ordained a priest in 1853, and
consecrated Bishop in 1870. His diocesan admin-

was successful, but regarded by liis
He wrote numerpriests as somewhat arbitrary.
ous pastoral letters and brochures for the guidance
His most important literary
of clergy and laity.
work was entitled "Pastoral Instruction," first
edition, N. Y., 1875; second edition (revised and
istration

enlarged), 1880.

The East-

ern Division was sold in January, 1867 and, in
November of the same year, tlie two divisions
were consolidated under tlie title of the Ohio &
Tlie Springfield Division
Mississippi Railway.
was the result of the consolidation, in December,
1869, of the Pana, Springfield & Northwestern
and the Illinois & Southeastern Railroad each
having been chartered in 1867 the new corporation taking the name of the Springfield & Illinois Southeastern Railroad, under which name
the road was built and opened in March, 1871. In
1873, it was placed in the liands of receivers in
1874 was sold under foreclosure, and, on March
1, 1875, passed into the hands of the Ohio & Mississippi Railway Company.
In November, 1876,
the road was again placed in the hands of a
receiver, but was restored to the Company in 1884.
In November, 1893, the Ohio & Mississippi was
consolidated with the Baltimore & Ohio Southwestern Railroad, whicli was the successor of the
Cincinnati, Washington & Baltimore Railroad,
the reorganized Company taking tlie name of the
Baltimore & Ohio Southwestern Railway Company. The total capitalization of the road, as
organized in 1898, was §84,770,531. Several
branches of the main line in Indiana and Ohio go
to increase the aggregate mileage, but being
wholly outside of Illinois are not taken into account in this statement.
;

—

—

—

;

BALTES, Peter Joseph, Roman Catholic Bishop
of Alton,

Legislature passed in February, 1861.

Died at Alton, Feb.

15, 1886.

BALTIMORE & OHIO SOUTHWESTERN
RAILWAY. This road (constituting a part of the
Baltimore & Ohio system) is made up of two
principal divisions, the

first

—

BALTIMORE & OHIO & CHICAGO RAIL-

extending across the

State from East St. Louis to Belpre, Ohio, and the
second (known as tlie Springfield Division) extend-

ing from Beardstown to Shawneetown. The total
mileage of the former (or main line) is 537
miles, of which 147 j^ are in Illinois, and of the
The
latter (wholly within Illinois) 328 miles.
main line (originally kno^vn as the Ohio & Mississippi Railway) was chartered in Indiana in
It
1848, in Ohio in 1849, and in Illinois in 1851.
was conistructed by two companies, the section
from Cincinnati to the Indiana and Illinois State
line being known as the Eastern Division, and
that in Illinois as the Western Division, the

originally built, being six feet, but
reduced in 1871 to standard. Tlie banking firm
Page & Bacon, of St. Louis and San Francisco,
were the principal financial backers of tlie enterprise.
The line was completed and opened for
traffic. May 1, 1857.
The following year tlie road
became financially embarrassed the Eastern Division was placed in the liands of a receiver in
1860, while the Western Division was sold under
foreclosure, in 1863, and reorganized as the Ohio
& Mississippi Railway under act of the Illinois

gauge, as
of

;

part of the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad
System, of which only 8.21 out of 265 miles are in
Illinois.
The principal object of the company's
incorporation was to secure entrance for the
Baltimore & Ohio into Chicago. The capital
stock outstanding exceeds §1,500,000. The total
capital (including stock, funded and floating debt)

ROAD,

§20,339,166 or §76,728 per mile. The gross
earnings for the year ending June 30, 1898, were
and the operating expenses §3,493,452.
The income and earnings for the portion of the
line in Illinois for the same period were §209,208
and the expenses §208,096.
BANGS, Mark, lawyer, was bom in Franklin
County, Mass., Jan. 9, 1822; .spent his boyhood on a farm in Western New York, and, after
a year in an institution at Rochester, came to
Chicago in 1844, later spending two years in farm
work and teaching in Central Illinois. Returning east in 1847, he engaged in teaching for
two years at Springfield, Mass., then spent
a year in a dry goods store at Lacon, 111.,
meanwhile prosecuting his legal studies. In
is

§3,383,010

1851

he

began practice, was elected a Judge

;
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of the Circuit Court in 18r)9; served one session
as State Senator (1870-T2); in 1873 was appointed Circuit Judge to fill the unexpired
term of Judge Richmond, deceased, and, in 187.5,

was appointed by President Grant United States
District

Attornej-

for

the

Nortliern

District,

remaining in ofHce four years. Judge Bangs was
also a member of the first Anti-Nebraska State
Convention of Illinois, held at Springfield in 1854;
in 1803 presided over the Congressional Convention which nominated Owen Lovejoy for Congress
for the first time was one of the charter members
of the "Union League of America," serving as its
,

was a delegate to the
National Convention which nominated General
Grant for President for the first time. After
retiring from the office of District Attorney in
1879, he removed to Chicago, where he is still
(1898) engaged in the practice of his profession.
BAXKSOS, Andrew, pioneer and early legislator, a native of Tennessee, settled on Silver
Creek, in St. Clair County, 111., four miles south
of Lebanon, about 1808 or 1810, and sub-sequently
removed to Washington County. He was a Colonel of "Rangers" during the War of 1813, and a
Captain in the Black Hawk War of 1833. In
1822 he was elected to the State Senate from
Washington County, serving four years, and at
the session of 1823-33 was one of those who voted
against the Convention i-esolution which liad for
He subits object to make Illinois a slave State.
sequently removed to Iowa Territory, but died, in
18.'53, while visiting a son-inlaw in Wisconsin.
BAPTISTS. The first Baptist minister to settle in Illinois was Elder James Smith, who
located at New Design, in 1787. He was followed, about 1796-97, by Revs. David Badgley and
Joseph Chance, who organized the first Baptist
church within the limits of the State. Five
churches, having foui' ministers and 111 members, formed an association in 1807.
Se\eral
causes, among them a difference of views on the
slavery question, resulted in the division of the
denomination into factions. Of these perhaps
the most numerous was the Regular (or Blissionary) Baptists, at the head of which was Rev. John
M. Peck, a resident of the State from 1833 until
his death (1858).
By 1835 the sect had grown,
until it had some 250 churches, with about 7,500
members. These were imder the ecclesiastical
care of twenty-two Associations. Rev. Isaac
McCoy, a Bapti.st Indian missionary, preached at
Fort Dearborn on Oct. 9, 1835, and, eight years
later. Rev. Allen B. Freeman organized the first
Baptist society in what was then an infant setPresident, and, in 1868,
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By 1890 the number of Associations
had grown to forty, with 1010 churches 891
tlement.

ministers and 88,884 members.

A

Baptist Theo-

some time supported at
was absorbed by the
the divinity
becoming
of
Chicago,
University
school of that institution. The chief organ of the
"The
Standard."
pubIllinois
is
denomination in
Seminary was
Morgan Park, but, in

logical

for

1895,

3 2

5

iiG
JL
in Warren County,
March 24, 1835. At 11 years of age ho
accompanied his family to Wisconsin, of which
State he was a resident until 1866. After gradulished at Chicago.

BARBER, Hiram, was born

N. Y.,

ating at the State University of Wisconsin, at
Madison, he studied law at the Albany Law
School, and was admitted to practice. After
serving one term as District Attorney of his
county in AVisconsin (1861-62), and Assistant
Attorney-General of the State for 1865-00, in
the latter year he came to Chicago and, in 1878,
was elected to Congress by the Republicans of
the old Second Illinois District. His home is in
Chicago, where he holds the position of Master in
Chancery of the Superior Court of Cook County.
BARDOLPH, a village of McDonough County,
on the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad, 7
miles northeast of Macomb; has a local paper.

Population

(1880), 409; (1890), 447.

BARSSBACK,
neer,

was born

in

Oeorg:e Frederick Julius, pio-

Germany, July 25, 1781 came
and soon after to Ken;

to Philadelphia in 1797,

tucky, where he became an overseer; two or
three years later visited his native country, suffering shipwxeck en route in the English Channel
returned to Kentucky in 1802, remaining until
1809,

when he removed

to

what

is

now Madison

(then a part of St. Clair) County, 111. ser\ed in
the War of 1813, farmed and raised stock until
;

when, after a second visit to Germany, he
bought a plantation in St. Francois County, Mo.
Subsequently becoming disgusted with slavery,
he manumitted his slaves and returned to Illinois,
locating on a farm near Edwardsville, where he
resided until his death in 1869. Mr. Barusback
served as Representative in the Fourteenth General Assembly (1844-46) and, after '-eturning from
1834,

Springfield, distributed his salary

among

tlie

poor

County.— Julius A. (Barnsback), his
was born in St. Francois County, Mo., May
14, 1820; in 1840 became a merchant at Troy,
Madison County; was elected Sheriff in 1860; in
of Madison
son,

1864 entered the service as Captain of a Company
in the One Hundred and Fortieth Illinois Volunmember of

teers (100-days' men); also served as a

the Twenty-fourth General Assembly

(1865).
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BARNUM,
was born

William H., lawyer and ex-Judge,

Onondaga County, N. Y., Feb. 13,
he was but two years old his family
removed to St. Clair County, 111., where he passed
his boyhood and youth.
His preliminary education was obtained at Belleville. 111., Ypsilanti,
Mich., and at tlie Michigan State University at
Ann Arbor. After leaving the institution last
named at the end of the sophomore year, he
taught school at Belleville, still pursuing his classical studies.
In 1863 he was admitted to the bar
at Belleville, and soon afterward opened an office
at Chester, where, for a time, he held the office
of Master in Chancery.
He removed to Chicago
in 1867, and, in 1879, was elevated to the bench
1840.

in

When

Cook Count}' Circuit Court. At the expiration of his term he resumed private practice.
of the

BARRERE,
County,

Ohio.

Granville, was born in Highland
After attending the common

he acquired a higher education at Augusta, Ky., and Marietta, Ohio. He was admitted
to the bar in his native State, but began the practice of law in Fulton Count}', 111., in 18.56.
In
1873 he received the Republican nomination for
Congress and was elected, representing his district from 1873 to 187.5, at the conclusion of his
term retiring to private life. Died at Canton,
schools,

111.,

Jan.

13, 1889.

BARRIPfGTON,

a village located on the northern border of Cook County, and partly in Lake,
at the intersection of the Chicago & Northwestern
and the Elgin, Joliet & Ea.stern Railway, 33 miles
northwest of Cliicago. It has banks, a local paper,
and several cheese factories, being in a dairying
district.
Population (1880); 610; (1890), 848.

BARROWS, John Henry, D. 1)., clergyman
and educator, was born at Medina, Mich., July
1847; graduated at Movmt Olivet College in
and studied theology at Yale, Union antl
Andover Seminaries. In 1869 he went to Kansas,
where he spent two and a half years in missionary and educational work. He then (in 1872)
11,

World's Columbian Exposition in Chicago in
1893.
Later, he was appointed Professorial Lecturer on Comparative Religions, under lectureships
in connection with the University of Chicago endowed by Mrs. Caroline E. Haskell. One of these,
established in Dr. Barrows' name, contemplated
a series of lectiu-es in India, to be delivered on
alternate years with a similar course at the University. Courses were delivered at the University
in 1895-96, and, in order to carry out the purposes
of the foreign lectureship. Dr. Barrows found it
necessary to resign his pastorate, which he did in
the spring of 1896. After spending tlie summer
in Germany, the regular itinerary of the roundthe-world tour began at London in the latter part
of November, 1896, ending with his return to the
United States by way of San Francisco in May,
1897.
Dr. Barrows was accompanied by a party
of personal friends from Chicago and elsewhere,
the tour embracing visits to the principal cities
of Southern Europe, Egypt, Palestine, China and
Japan, with a somewhat protracted stay in India
during the winter of 1896-97. After his return to
the United States he lectured at the University
of Chicago and in many of the principal cities of
the country, on the moral and religious condition
Oriental nations, but, in 1898, was offered
the Presidency of Oberlin College, Ohio, which
he accepted, entering upon his duties early in
of

1899.

BARRY, a city in Pike County, foimded in
on the Wabash Railroad, 18 miles east of
Hannibal, Mo. and 30 miles southeast of Quincy.
The surrounding country is agricultural. The
city contains woolen and flouring mills, porkpacking establishments, etc. It has two local
papers, a bank, three churches and a high school,
besides schools of lower grade.
Population
1836,

,

1867,

(1880), 1,392; (1890), 1,3.54; (1898) estimated, 1,600.

accepted

BARTLETT, Adolphns Clay, merchant, was
born of Revolutionary ancestry at Stratford,
Fulton County, N. Y., June 22, 1844; was educated
in the common schools and at Danville Academj'

Church

a

call

to

the

First

Congregational

111., where he remained a
which he gave a year to foreign travel,
visiting Europe, Egypt and Palestine, during a
part of the time supplying the American chapel

at Springfield,

year, after

On his return to the United States he
spent six j'ears in pastoral work at Lawrence and
East Boston, Mass., when (in November, 1881) he
assumed the pastorate of the First Presbyterian
Church of Chicago. Dr. Barrows achieved a

in Paris.

world-wide celebrity by his services as Chairman
of the "Parliament of Religions," a branch of the
"World's Congress Auxiliary," held during tlie

and Clinton Liberal Institute, N. Y., and, coming
to Chicago in 1863, entered into the employment
of the hardware firm of Tuttle, Hibbard & Co.,
Hibbard, Spencer, Bartlett & Co., of which,
a few years later, he became a partner, and later
Vice-President of the Company. Mr. Bartlett
has also been a Trustee of Beloit College, President of the Chicago Home for the Friendless and
a Director of the Chicago & Alton Railroad and
the Metropolitan National Bank, besides being
identified with various other business and benevo-

now

lent associations.
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BASCOM,

(Rev.) Flavel, D. D., clergyman,
was born at Lebanon, Couu., June 8, 1804; spent
his boyhood on a farm until 17 years of age, meanwhile attending the common schools; prepared
for college under a private tutor, and. in 1824,
entered Yale College, graduating in 1828. After a
year as Principal of the Academy at New Canaan,
Conn., lie entered upon the study of theology
at Yale, was licensed to preach in 1831 and, for
the next two years, served as a tutor in the literary department of the college. Then coming to
Illinois (1833), he cast his lot with the "Yale
Band," organized at Y^ale College a few years
previous spent five years in missionary work in
Tazewell County and two years in Northern Illinois as Agent of the Home Missionary Society,
exploring new settlements, foimding chm-ches
and introducing missionaries to new fields of
In 1839 he became pastor of the First
labor.
Presbyterian Church of Chicago, remaining imtil
1849, when he assumed the pastorship of the First
Presbyterian Church at Galesburg, this relation
continuing until 1856. Then, after a year's service as the Agent of the American Missionary
Association of the Congregational Church, he
accepted a call to the Congregational Church at
Princeton, where he remained imtil 1869, when
he took charge of the Congregational Chm-ch at
Hinsdale. From 1878 he served for a considerable period as a member of the Executive Committee of the Illinois Home Missionary Society;
was also prominent in educational work. Ijeing
one of the founders and, for over twenty-five
years, an officer of tlie Chicago Theological
Seminary, a Trustee of Knox College and one of
the founders and a Trustee of Beloit College,
Wis., from which he received the degree of D. D.
;

in

Bascom died

Dr.

1869.

August

8.

at

Princeton,

111.,

1890.

BATAVIA,

a town in

Kane County,

located on

River, and on branch lines of the Chicago &
Northwestern and the Cliicago, Burlington &
Quincy Railroads, 38 miles west of Chicago. It
has water power and establishments for the
manufacture of wagons, paper bags and windmills.
There are also extensive limestone quarries in the vicinity.
Tlie town was founded in

Fox

1834 and incorporated as a village in 1856. It has
two weekly papers, eight cliurclies and six public
schools, besides a private hospital for the insane.

Population(1880). 2,639; (1890), 3,543.

BATEMAN, Newton, A. M., LL.D., educator
and Editor-in-Chief of the "Historical Encyclopedia of Illinois." was born at Fairfield, N. J.,
July 27, 1822. of mixed English and Scotch an-

ce.stry;

was brought by

37

his parents to Illinois in

youth enjoyed only limited educabut graduated from Illinois
College at Jacksonville in 1843, supporting himself during his college course wholly by his own
1833; in his

tional advantages,

labor.
Having contemplated entering the Christian ministry, he spent the following year at Lane

was compelled to
failing health, when he
gave a year to travel. He then entered upon his
life-work as a teacher by engaging as Principal
of an English and Classical School in St. Louis,
remaining there two years, when he accepted the
Professorship of Mathematics in St. Charles College, at St. Charles, Mo., continuing in that
position four years (1847-51).
Returning to Jacksonville, 111., in the latter j-ear, he assumed the
Theological Seminary, but

withdraw on account of

main public scliool of that
Here he remained seven years, during four
duties of Coimty Super-

principalship of the
city.

of

them discharging the

intendent of Schools for Morgan County. In the
fall of 1857 he became Principal of Jacksonville
Female Academy, but the following year was
elected State Superintendent of Public Instruction, having been nominated for the office b3- the
Republican State Convention of 1858, which put
Abraham Lincoln in nomination for the United
States Senate. By successive re-elections he continued in this office fourteen years, serving continuously from 1859 to 1875, except two years
1863-65), as the result of Iiis defeat for re-election
in 1862.
He was also endorsed for the same office
by the State Teachers' Association in 1856, but
was not formally nominated by a State Convention.
During his incumbency the Illinois common school sj-stem was developed and brought to
the state of efficiency wliich it has so well maintained.
He also prepared some seven volumes of
biennial reports, jjortions of which liave been
republished in five different languages of Europe,
besides a volume of "Common ScIiool Decisions,"
originally published by authority of the General
Assembly, and of which several editions have
since been issued. This volume has been recognized by the courts, and is still regarded as
authoritative on the subjects to wliicli it relates.
In addition to his official duties during a part of
tliis period, for three years he served as editor of
"The Illinois Teacher," and was one of a committee of three which prepared the bill adopted
by Congress creating the National Bureau of
Education. Occupying a room in tlie old State
Capitol at Springfield adjoining that used as an
office by Abraliam Lincoln during the first candidacy of the latter for the Presidency, in 1860, a
(

—

38
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up between the two men,
which enabled the "School-master, as Mr. Lincoln playfully called the Doctor, to acquire an
close intimacy sprang

"

insight into the character of the future emanci-

pator of a race, enjoyed by few men of that time,
and of which he gave evidence by his lectures
full of interesting reminiscence and eloquent
appreciation of the high character of the "Martyr
President." A few months after his retirement
from the State Superintemlency (1875), Dr. Bateman was offered and accepted the Presidency of
Knox College at Galesburg. remaining until 1893,
when he voluntarily tendered his resignation.
This, after having been repeatedly urged upon
the Board, was finally accepted but that body
immediately, and by mianimous vote, appointed
him President Emeritus and Professor of Mental
and Moral Science, under which he continued to
discharge his duties as a special lecturer as his
health enabled him to do so. During his incumbency as President of Knox College, he twice
received a tender of the Presidency of Iowa State
University and the Chancellorship of two other
important State institutions. He also served, by
appointment of successive Governors between 1877
and 1891, as a member of the State Board of
Health, for four years of this period being President of the Board. In February, 1878, Dr. Bateman, imexpectedl}' and without solicitation on his
part, received from President Hayes an appointment as "Assay Commissioner" to examine and
test the fineness and weight of United States
coins, in accordance with the provisions of tlie
act of Congress of June 23, 1874, and discharged
the duties assigned at the mint in Philadelphia.
Never of a very strong physi(iue, which was
rather weakened by his privations while a student and his many years of close confinement to
mental labor, towards the close of his life Dr.
Bateman suffered much from a chest trouble
which finally developed into "angina pectoris,"
or heart disease, from which, as the result of a
most painful attack, he died at his home in Galesburg, Oct. 21. 1897. The event produced the
most profound sorrow, not on I3' among his associates in the Faculty and among the students of
Knox College, but a large number of friends
throughout the State, who had known him officially or personally, and had learned to admire
his many noble and beautiful traits of character.
His funeral, which occurred at Galesburg on
Oct. 25, called out an immense concourse of
sorrowing friends. Almost the last labors performed by Dr. Bateman were in the revision of
matter for tliis volume, in which he manifested
;

the deepest interest from the time of his assimipAt the
tion of the duties of its Editor-in-Chief.
time of his death he had the satisfaction of knowing that his work in this field was practically
complete. Dr. Bateman had been twice married,
first in 1850 to Miss Sarah Dayton of Jacksonville,
who died in 1857, and a second time in October,
1859, to Miss Annie N. Tyler, of Massachusetts
(but for some time a teacher in Jacksonville

Female Academy), who
Clifford

by

May

died,

Rush (Bateman), a son
was born

his first marriage,

28,

of Dr.

1878.

Bateman

at Jacksonville,

7, 1854, graduated at Amherst College and
from the law department of Columbia Col-

March
later

New York, afterwards jjrosecuting his
studies at Berlin, Heidelberg and Paris, finally
lege,

becoming Professor of Administrative Law and
Government in Columbia College a position
especially created for him.
He had filled this

—

position a little over one year

when

which was one of great promise

his career

—

was cut short by
Three daughters of Dr. Bateman survive all the wives of clergymen. P. S.
BATES, Clara Doty, author, was born at Ann
Arbor, Mich., Dec. 22, 1838; published her first
book in 1868; the next year married Morgan
Bates, a Chicago publisher; wrote much for
juvenile periodicals, besides stories and poems,
some of the most popular among the latter being
"Blind Jakey" (1868) and ".^.sop's Fables" in
verse (1873). She was the collector of a model
library for children, for the World's Columbian
Exposition, 1893. Died in Chicago,.Oct. 14, 1895.
BATES, Erastus Newton, soldier and State
Treasurer, was born at Plainfield, Mass., Feb. 29,
1828. being descended from Pilgrims of the MayWhen 8 years of age he was brought by
flower.
death, Feb.

6,

1883.

—

—

where the latter soon afterFor several years he lived with an
and earning
money by teaching and manual labor. He graduated from Williams College, Mass., in 1853, and
commenced the study of law in New York City,
but later removed to Minnesota, where he served
as a member of the Constitutional Convention of
1856 and was elected to the State Senate in 1857.
In 1859 he removed to Centralia, 111., and commenced practice there in August, 1862 was commissioned Major of the Eightieth Illinois
Volunteers, being successively promoted to the
rank of Lieutenant-Colonel and Colonel, and
finally brevetted Brigadier-General.
For fifteen
months he was a prisoner of war. escaping from
Libby Prison only to be recaptured and later
exposed to the fire of the Union batteries at Morhis father to Ohio,

ward

died.

imcle, preparing himself for college

;
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In 1866 he was
elected to the LeRislature, and, in 1868, State
Treasurer, being re-elected to the latter office
under the new Constitution of 1870, and serving
Died at Minneapolis,
until January, 1873.
Minn., May 29, 1898, and was buried at Springris

Island, Charleston harbor.

field.

BATES, (iBorge C, lawyer and politician, was
born in Canandaigua, N. Y.. and removed to
Michigan in 183-1; in 1849 was appointed United
States District Attorney for that State, but removed to California in 1850. where he became a
member of the celebrated "'Vigilance Committee"
at

San Francisco, and.

in 1856, delivered the first

Republican speecli there. From 1861 to 1871, he
practiced law in Chicago; the latter year was
appointed District Attorney for Utah, serving
two years, in 1878 removing to Denver, Colo.,
where he died, Feb. 11. 1886. Mr. Bates was an
orator of much reputation, and was selected to
express the thanks of the citizens of Chicago to
Gen. B. J. Sweet, commandant of Camp Douglas,
after the detection and <lefeat of the Camp Douglas conspiracy in Novenaber, 1864 a duty which
he performed in an address of great eloquence.
At an early day he married the widow of Dr.
Alexander Wolcott, for a number of years previous to 1830 Indian Agent at Chicago, his wife
being a daughter of John Kinzie, the first white
settler of Chicago.
B.\TH, a village of Mason County, on the
Jacksonville branch of the Chicago, Peoria & St.
Louis Railway. 8 miles south of Havana. Popu-

—

lation (1880), 439; (1890), 384.

BAYLIS, a

village of

Pike County, on

the

Naples & Hannibal brancli of the Wabash Railway, 40 miles west of Jacksonville; has one
newspaper. Population (1890), 368.
BAYLISS, Alfred, Superintendent of Public
Instruction, was born about 1846, served as a
private in the First Michigan Cavalry the last
two years of the Civil War, and graduated from
Hillsdale College (Mich.), in 1870, supporting
liimself during his college course by work upon a
farm and teaching. After serving three years as
County Superintendent of Schools in La Grange
County, Ind., in 1874 he came to Illinois and
entered upon the vocation of a teacher in the
northern part of the State. He served for some
time as Superintendent of Schools for the city of
Sterling, afterwards becoming Principal of the
Township High School at Streator, where he was,
in 1898. when he receiveil the nomination for the
office of State Superintendent of Public In.struction, to wliich he was elected in November follow-
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ing by a plurality over his Democratic opponent
of nearly 70,000 votes.
BEARD, Thomas, pioneer and founder of the
city of Beardstown, 111., was born in Granville,
Washington County. N. Y., in 1795, taken to
Northeastern Ohio in 1800, and, in 1818, removed
to Illinois, living for a time about Edwardsville
and Alton. In 1820 he went to the locality of
the present city of Beardstown, and later established there the first ferry across the Illinois
River. In 1827, in conjunction with Enoch
March of Morgan County, he entered the land on

which Beardstown was platted
Beardstown. in November,

in 1829.

Died, at

1849.

BEARDSTOWN,

a city in Cass County, on the
Illinois River, being the intersecting point for

Baltimore & Ohio Southwestern and the
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Rail\/ays, and the
northwestern terminus of the former. It is 111
miles north of St. Louis and 90 miles south of
Peoria.
Thomas Beard, for whom the town was
named, settled here about 1820 and soon afterwards established the first ferry across the Illinois
River. In 1827 the land was patented by Beard and
Enoch March, and the town platted, and, during
the Black Hawk War of 1832, it became a principal base of supplies for the Illinois volunteers.
The city has six churches and three schools
(including a high school), two banks and four
tlie

two

papers,

of

them

Several branches of

daily.

manufacturing are carried on

saw

mills,

factory, a

here,

— flouring and

cooperage works, a baking powder
feed-cutter

and others of
spanned here by a

factory,

large

importance.

machine
The river

shops,

less

is

fine railroad bridge, costing

some

8300.000.

Population

(1880), 8,135; (1890),

4,226; (1898), estimated, 5,600.

BEAUBIEN, Jean
manent

Baptiste, the second persettler on the site of Chicago, was born

at Detroit in 1780,

Grand
first

became clerk of a fur-trader on
an Ottawa woman for hi.s
had a trading-post at Mil-

River, married

wife, and, in 1800,

waukee, which he maintained until

1818.

He

visited Chicago as early as 1804, bought a cabin
there soon after the Fort Dearborn massacre of
1812, married the daughter of Francis La Framboise, a French trader, and, in 1818, became
agent of the American Fm- Company, having
charge of trading posts at Mackinaw and elsewhere. After 1823 he occupied the building
known as "the factory," just outside of Fort Dearborn, which had belonged to the Government,
but removed to a farm on the Des Plaines in 1840.
Out of the ownership of this building grew his
claim to the right, in 1835, to enter seventy-five

—

40
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Dearborn
The claim was allowed by the Land
OlBoe officials and sustained by the State courts,
but disallowed by the Supreme Court of the
United States after long litigation. An attempt
was made to revive this claim in Congress in
1878, but it was reported upon adversely by a
Senate Committee of wliich the late Senator
Thomas F. Bayard was chairman. Mr. Beaubien
was evidently a man of no little prominence in
his day.
He led a company of Chicago citizens
to the Black Hawk War in 1833, was appointed
by the Governor the first Colonel of Militia for
Cook County, and, in 1850, was commissioned
Brigadier-General. In 1858 he removed to Nashville, Tenn,, and died there, Jan. 5, 1863.— Mark
(Beaubien), a younger brother of Gen. Beaubien,
was born in Detroit in 1800, came to Chicago in
1826, and bought a log house of James Kinzie, in
which he kept a hotel for some time. Later, he
erected the first frame building in Chicago, which
was known as the "Sauganash," and in which he
kejjt a hotel until 1834.
He also engaged in merchandising, but was not successful, ran the first
ferry across the South Branch of the Chicago
River, and served for manj' years as lighthouse
keeper at Chicago. About 1834 the Indians transferred to him a reservation of 640 acres of land on
the Calumet, for which, some forty years afterwards, he received a patent which had been
signed by Martin "Van Buren he having previously been ignorant of its existence. He was
married twice and had a fan^ily of twenty -two
children. Died, at Kankakee, 111., April 16, 1881.
Madore B. (Beaubien), the second son of
General Beaubien by his Indian wife, was born
on Grand River in Michigan, July 15, 1809, joined
his father in Chicago, was educated in a Baptist
Mission School where Niles, Mich., now stands;
was licensed as a merchant in Chicago in 1831,
but failed as a business man; served as Second
Lieutenant of the Naperville Company in the
Black Hawk War, and later was First Lieutenant
of a Chicago Company. His first wife was a
white woman, from whom he separatad, afterwards marrying an Indian woman. He left Illinois with the Pottawatomies in 1840, resided at
Council Bluffs and, later, in Kansas, being for

acres of land belonging to the Fort
reservation.

—

—

1823.
In 1840 he accompanied his father to his
farm on the Des Plaines, but returned to Chicago
and for years past has been employed on
the Chicago police force.
BEBB, William, Governor of Ohio, was bom
in Hamilton County in tliat State in 1802; tauglit
school at North Bend, the liome of William Henry
Harrison, studied law and practiced at Hamilton
served as Governor of Oliio, 1846-48 later led a

in 1863,

;

Welsh colony

to Tennessee, but left at the outbreak of the Civil War, removing to Winnebago
County, 111., where he had purchased a large
body of land. He was a man of uncompromising
loyalty and high principle served as Examiner
of Pensions by appointment of President Lincoln
and, in 1868, took a prominent part in the campaign wliich resulted in Grant's first election to
the Presidency. Died at Rockford, Oct. 23, 1873.
A daughter of Governor Bebb married Hon.
John P. Reynolds, for many years the Secretary;

of the Illinois State Agricultural Society, and,
during the World's Columbian Exposition,
Director-in-Chief of the Illinois Board of World's
Fair Commissioners.

BECKER,
was born

in

Cliarles St. N.,

Germany, June

years, the family settling iu St. Clair County.

1866 he was elected Sheriff of St. Clair County,
and, from 1872 to 1880, he served as clerk of the
He also served several
St. Clair Circuit Court.
terms as a City Councihnan of Belleville. In 1888

he was elected State Treasurer on the Republican
ticket, serving

from Jan.

14, 1889,

to Jan. 13, 1891.

BECKWITH, Corydon, lawyer and jm-ist, was
born in Vermont in 1823, and educated at Providence, R. I., and Wrentham, Mass. He read law
and was admitted to the bar in St. Albans, Vt.,
where he practiced fol- two years. In 1853 he
removed to Chicago, and, in January, 1864, was
appointed by Governor Yates a Justice .of the
Supreme Court, to fill the five remaining months
of the unexpired term of Judge Caton, who had
resigned.
On retiring from the bench lie re-

years the official interpreter of the tribe
and, for some time, one of six Commissioners

sumed

employed by the Indians to look after their
affairs with the United States Government.
Alexander (Beaubien), son of General Beaubien by his white wife, was born in one of the

author, was born at Danville,

28,

111.

Early in the Civil War he enlisted in the Twelfth
Missouri regiment, and, at the battle of Pea
Ridge, was so severely wounded that it was
found necessary to amputate one of liis legs. In

many

buildings belonging to Fort Dearborn, Jan.

exState Treasurer,
and brought

14. 1840,

to this country by his parents at the age of 11

pri\-ate practice.

BECKWITH, Hiram

Died,

August

Williams,
111.,

18, 1890.

lawyer and

March

5,

1833.

Mr. Beckwith's father, Dan W. Beckwith, a pioneer settler of Eastern Illinois and one of the
founders of the city of Danville, was a native of
Wyalusing, Pa., where he was born about 1789,
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mother being, in

lier

girlhood, Hannali York,

one of the survivors of the famous Wyoming
massacre of 1778. In 1817, the senior Beck with,
in company with his brother George, de-scendetl
the Ohio River, afterwards ascending the Wabf^sh
to where Terre Haute now stands, but finally
locating in what is now a part of Edgar County,
111.
A year later he removed to the vicinity of
the present site of the city of Danville. Having
been employed for a time in a surveyor's
corps, he finally became a survej'or himself, and,
on the organization of Vermilion County, served
for a time as Countj' Surveyor by appointment of
the Governor, and was also employed by the

General Government in surveying lands in the
eastern part of the State, some of the Indian
reservations in that section of the State being
In connection with Guy W.
set off by him.
Smith, then Receiver of Public Monej's in the
Land Ottice at Palestine, 111., he donated the
ground on which the county -seat of Vermilion
County was located, and it took the name of Danville from his first name
"Dan." In 1830 he
was elected Representative in the State Legislature for the District composed of Clark, Edgar,
and Vermilion Counties, then including all that
section of the State between Crawford County
and the Kankakee River. He died in 1835.
Hiram, the subject of this sketch, thus left

—

fatherless at less tliau three years of age, received
only such education as was afforded in the common schools of that period. Nevertheless, he
began tlie study of law in the Danville oftice of
Lincoln & Lamon, and was admitted to practice
in 1854, about the time of reaching his majority.
He continued in their office and, on the removal
of Lamon to Bloomington in 1859, he succeeded
to the business of the firm at Danville. Mr.
Lamon who, on Mr. Lincoln's accession to the
Presidency in 1861, became Marshal of the Dis-

—

—

Columbia was distantly related to Mr.
Beckwitli by a second marriage of the motlier of
the latter. While engaged in the practice of his
profession, Mr. Beckwith has been over thirty
years a zealous collector of records and other
material bearing upon tlie early history of Illinois
and the Northwest, and is probably now the
trict of

owner of one
collections of

most complete and valuable
Americana in Illinois. He is also

of tlie

the autlior of several monographs on historic
theme.s, including "The Winnebago War," "The

and Indiana Indians," and "Historic
Notes of tlie Northwest." pubUshed in the "Fergus Series," besides having edited an edition of
"Reynolds' History of Illinois" (published by the
Illinois

same

ILLINOIS.

which he has enriched by the addition
of valuable notes. During 1895-96 he contributed
a series of valuable articles to "The Cliicago
Tribune" on various features of early Illinois and
Northwest liistory. In 1890 lie was appointed by
firm),

Governor Fifer a member of

tlie first

Boanl of

Trustees of the Illinois State Historical Library,
serving until the expiration of his term in 1894,
and was re -appointed to the same position by

Governor Tanner in 1897, in each case being
chosen President of tlie Board.
BEECHER, Charles A., attorney and railway
solicitor, was born in Herkimer County, N. Y.,
August 27, 1829, but, in 1836, removed with his
family to Licking County, Ohio, where he lived
upon a farm until he reached the age of 18 years.
Having taken a course in the Ohio Wesleyan
University at Delaware, in 1854 he removed to
Illinois,

locating

at Fairfield,

and began the study of law
brother,

Wayne

Count}-,

in the office of his

Edwin Beecher, being admitted

to prac-

In 1867 he united with others in the
organization of the Illinois Southeastern Railroad projected from Shawneetown to Edgewood
on the Illinois Central in Eflingham County.
This enterprise was consolidated, a year or two
later, with the Pana, Springfield & Northwestern, taking the name of the Springfield & Illinois
Southeastern, under which name it was constructed and opened for trafiic in 1871. (This
line which Mr. Beecher served for some time
as Vice President now constitutes the Beardstown & Shawneetown Division of the Baltimore
& Ohio Southwestern.) The Springfield & Illinois Southeastern Company having fallen into
tice in 1855.

—

—

financial difficulty in 1873, Mr. Beecher was
appointed receiver of the road, and, for a time,
had control of its operation as agent for the bondholders.
In 1875 the line was conveyed to the
Ohio & Mississippi Railroad (now a part of the
Baltimore & Ohio), when Mr. Beecher became
General Counsel of the controlling corporation,
so remaining until 1888.
Since that date he has
been one of the assistant counsel of the Baltimore
& Ohio sy.steni. His present home is in Cincinnati, although for over a quarter of a century he
has been prominently identified with one of the
most important railway enterprises in Southern
Illinois.
In politics Mr. Beecher has always been
a Republican, and was one of the few in Wayne
County who voted for Fremont in 1856, and for
Lincoln in 1860.
He was also a member of
the Republican State Central Committee <if
Illinois from 1860 for a period of ten or twelve
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BEECHER, Edward,

D. D., clergyman and
was born at East Hampton, L. I.,
August 27, 1803 — the son of Rev. Lyman Beecher
and the elder brother of Henry "Ward graduated

educator,

;

at Yale College in 1822, taught for over a year at
Hartford, Conn., studied theology, and after a
year's service as tutor in Yale College, in
1826 vi^as ordained pastor of the Park Street
In 1830
Congregational Clnirch in Boston.
he became President of Illinois College at
Jacksonville, remaining until 1844, when he
resigned and returned to Boston, serving a.s

pastor

of

city until

Salem

tlie
18.50,

Street

Church

in

that

also acting as senior editor of

"The Congregationalist"

In 1856

for four years.

the First ConGalesburg, continuing
to Brooklyn, where
he resided without pastoral charge, except 188589, when he was pastor of the Parkville Congregational Church. While President of Illinois
College, that institution was exjjosed to mucli

he returned to

Illinois as pastor of

gregational Church
until 1871,

ho.stile

at

when he removed

criticism on account of

opposition to slavery, as
tion in founding the

shown by

his outspoken
his participa-

AntiSlavery Society and his eloquent denunciation of
tlie murder of Elijah P. Lovejoy.
Next to his
brother Henry Ward, lie was probably the most
lX)werful orator belonging to that gifted familj',
and, in connection with his able associates in the
faculty of the Illinois College, assisted to give
that institution a wide reputation as a nursery
of independent thought. Up to a short time
before his death, lie was a prolific writer, his
productions (besides editorials, reviews and contributions on a variety of subjects) including
nine or ten volumes, of which the most imporIllinois State

first

"Statement of Anti-Slavery Principles
and Address to the People of Illinois" (1837);
"A Plea for Illinois College"; "History of the
Alton Riots" (1838); "The Concord of Ages"
(1853); "The Conflict of Ages" (18.54); "Papal
Conspiracy Exposed" (1854), besides a number
of others invariably on religious or anti -slavery
topics.
Died in Brooklyn, July 28, 1895.
BEECHER, William H., clergyman oldest
son of Rev. Lyman Beecher and brother of
Edward and Henry Ward was born at East
Hampton, N. Y., educated at home and at Andover, became a Congregationalist clergyman,
occupying pulpits at Newport, R. I., Batavia,
N. Y., and Cleveland, Ohio came to Chicago in
his later years, dying at the home of his daughters in that city, June 23, 1889.
BEGGS, (Rev.) Stephen R., pioneer Methodist
tant are:

—

—

;

Episcopal preacher, was born in Buckingliam
County, Va., March 30, 1801. His father, who
was opposed to slavery, moved to Kentucky in
1805, but remained there only two years, when he
removed to Clark Countj', Ind. The son enjoyed
but poor educational advantages here, obtaining
his education chiefly by liis own efforts in what
he called "Brush College." At the age of 21 he
entered the ministry of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, during the next ten years traveling
different circuits in Indiana.
In 1831 he was
appointed to Chicago, but the Black Hawk War
coming on immediately tliereafter. he retired to
Plainfield.
Later lie traveled various circuits in
Illinois, until 1868, when lie was superannuated,
occupying his time thereafter in writing reminiscences of his early history. A volume of this
character published by him, was entitled "Pages

from the Early History of the West and Northwest." He died at Plainfield,
in the 95th j-ear of his age.

BEIDLER, Henry,
German
27,

1812

;

111.,

Sept.

9.

1895,

was born of

early settler,

extraction in Bucks County, Pa;, Nov.
came to Illinois in 1843, settling first at

Springfield,

where he carried on

the grocery

business for five years, then removed to Chicago

and engaged

in tlie

lumber trade

in connection

with a brother, afterwards carrying on a large
lumber manufacturing business at Muskegon,
Mich., which proved very profitable.
In 1871
Mr. Beidler retired from the lumber trade, investing largely in we.st side real estate in the city
of Chicago, which appreciated rapidly in value,

making him one
owners

of the

in Chicago.

most wealthy real estate
March 10, 1893.— Jacob

Died.

was born in
Bucks County, Penn., in 1815; came west in
1842, first began working as a carpenter, but
later engaged in tlie grocery business with his
brother at Springfield. 111. in 1844 removed to
Chicago, where he was joined by his brother four
years later, when tliey engaged largely in tlie
lumber trade. Mr. Beidler retired from business
(Beidler). brother of the preceding,

;

in 1891, devoting his attention to large real estate

investments. He was a liberal contributor to
religious, educational and benevolent institutions.
Died in Chicago, March 15, 1898.
BELFIELD, Henry Holmes, educator, was
born in Philadelphia, Nov. 17. 1837; was educated
at an Iowa College, and for a time was tutor in
the same; during the War of the Rebellion served
in the army of the Cumberland, first as Lieuten-

ant and afterwards as Adjutant of the Eighth
Iowa Cavalry, still later being upon the staff of
Gen. E. M. McCook, and taking part in the

a
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campaigns. While a
prisoner in the hanils of the rebels he was placed
under tire of the Union batteries at Charleston.
Coining to Cliicago in 186G, he served as Principal
in various public schools, including the North
Division High School. He was one of the earliest advocates of manual training, and, on the
establishment of the Chicago Manual Training
School in 188-1, was appointed its Director
position which he has continued to occupy.
During 1891-93 he made a trip to Europe by
appointment of the Government, to inve.stigate
tlie school sj-stems in EuroiMjan countries.
Atlanta

and

Naslivillo

—

IJELKXAP, Hugrli Keiil, ex-Member of Congress,
was born in Keokuk, Iowa, Sept. 1, 1860, being
the son of W. W. Belknap, for some time Secretary of War under President Grant. After
attending the public schools of his native city,
he took a course at Adams Academy, QuinC3%
Mass., and at Phillips Academy, Andover, when
he entered the service of the Baltimore & Ohio
Railroad, where he remained twelve years in
various departments. Ihially becoming Chief
Clerk ofthe General :Manager. In 1892 he retired
from this position to become Superintendent of
tlie South Side Elevated Railroad of Chicago,
lie never held any political position until nominated (189-1) as a Republican for the Fifty-fourth
Congress, in the strongly Democratic Third DisAlthough the returns showed
trict of Chicago.
a plurality of thirty-one votes for his Democratic
opponent (Lawrence McGann), a recount proved
him elected, when, Mr. McGann having voluntarily withdrawn, Mr. Belknap was unanimously
awarded the seat. In 1896 he was re-elected
from a District usually strongly Democratic,
receiving a plurality of 590 votes, but was
defeated by his Democratic opjionent in 1898, retiring from Congress, JIarch 3, 1899, when he received an apiK)intment as Paymaster in the Army
from President McKinley, with the rank of Major.
BELL, Robert, lan-yer, was born in Lawrence
County, III., in 1829, educated at Mount Carniel
and Indiana State University at Bloomington,
graduating from the law department of the
latter in 185.5; while yet in his minority edited
"The Mount Carmel Register," during 1851-52
tecoming joint owner and editor of the same
with his brother, Victor D. Bell. After graduation he ojiened an office at Fairfield, Wayne
County, but, in 1857, returned to Mount Carmel

and from 1864 was the partner of Judge E. B,
Green, until the appointment of the latter Chief
Justice of Oklahoma by President Harrison in
1890.
In 1869 Mr. Bell was appointed County
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Judge of Lawren<'e County, bt'iug t.lccte<l to the
same office in 189-t. He was also President
of

the

Illinois

Southern

was merged

until

it

Road

in 1867

Louis

&

;

later

Railroad

Company

&

Vincennes

into the Cairo

became President of the

Mt. Carmel Railroad,
Evansville & St.

St.

now a

part of the
Louis line, and
secured the construction of the division from
Princeton, Ind., to Albion, 111. In 1876 he vi.sited
California as Special Agent of the Treasury
Department to investigate alleged frauds in the
Revenue Districts on the Pacific Coa,st in 1878
\\as an unsuccessful candidate for Congress on
the Republican ticket in the strong Democratic
Nineteenth District; was appointed, the same
year, a member of the Republican State Centi-al
Committee for the State-at-large, and, in 1881,
officiated by appointment of President Garfield,
as Commissioner to examine a section of the
Atlantic & Pacific Railroad in New Mexico.
Juilge Bell is a gifted stump-speaker and is known
in the southeastern part of the State as the
"Silver-tongued Orator of the Wabash."
BELLEVILLE, the county-seat of St. Clair
County, a city and railroad center, 14 miles south
of east from St. Louis.
It is one of tlie olde.st
towns in the State, having been selected as the
Louisville,

;

county seat in 1814 and platted in

1815.

It lies

iu the center of a rich agricultural and coal-bearing district and contains numerous factories of
various descriptions, including flouring mills, a
nail-mill and an extensive rolling mill.
It has
five newspaper establishments, three being Ger-

man which issue daily editions. Its commercial
and educational facilities are exceptionally good.
popidation is largely of German descent.
Population (1880). 10.0W3; (1H90), 1,5,;$G1.
Its

BELLEVILLE, CENTRALLV & EASTERN
RAILROAD. (See Louixrill,: Ev(ini<nllc & St.
Loais {ron.-^olklatrd) Railnmd.)

BELLEVILLE & CARO>DELET RAILROAD,
a short line of road extending from Belleville to
East Carondelet, 111., 17.3 miles. It was chartered
Feb. 30, 1881, and leased to the St. Louis, Alton
& Terre Haute Railroad Companj-, June 1, 1883.

The annual rental is .$30,000, a sum equivalent to
the interest on the bonded debt. The capital
stock (1895) is .S.jOO.OOO and the bonded debt 84S5,000.
In addition to these sums the floating debt
swells the entire capitalization to .?995,054 or ?5T,317 per mile.

BELLEVILLE & ELDORADO RAILROAD,
a road

,50.4

miles in length running from BelleIII.
It was chartered Feb. 22,

ville to Du(|U()in,

1861,

and completed Oct.

31,

1871.

On July

1,

;
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was leased to the St Louis, Alton &
Terre Haute Railroad Company for 486 years, and
has since been operated by tliat corporation in
connection with its Belleville branch, from East
At Eldorado the road
St. Louis to Belleville.
intersects the Cairo & Vincennes Railroad and
the Shawneetown branch of the St. Louis &
Southeastern Railroad, operated by the Louisville
& Npshville Railroad Company. Its capital
stock (1895) is §1,000,000 and its bonded debt
1880,

it

§.5.50,000.

Tlie corporate office is at Belleville.

BELLEVILLE & ILLllVOISTOWN RAILROAD.
(See St. Louis. Alton

&

Tcrre Haute Railroacl)

BELLEVILLE & SOUTHERN ILLINOIS
RAILROAD, a road (laid with steel rails) running from Belleville to Duquoin,
in length.

It

111.,

was chartered Feb.

15,

56.4 miles
1857,

and

completed Dec. 15, 1873. At Duquoin it connects
with the Illinois Central and forms a short line
between St. Louis and Cairo. Oct. 1, 1866, it was
leased to the St. Louis, Alton & Terre Haute
Railroad Company for 999 years. The capital
stock is 81,693,000 and the bonded debt §1,000,000.
The corporate office is at Belleville.
BELLMONT, a village of Wabash County, on
the Louisville, Evansville & St. Louis Railway, 9
miles west of Movmt Carmel. Population (1880),
350; (1890), 487.

BELT RAILWAY COMPANY OF CHICAGO,
THE, a corporation chartered, Nov. 33, 1882, and
the lessee of the Belt Division of the Chicago &
Western Indiana Railroad (which see). Its total
trackage (all of standard gauge and laid with 66-

Population (1880), 2,951;

factories.

(1890), 3,867;

(1898) estimated, 5.500.

BEMENT,

a town in Piatt County, at the

section of the

main

line of the

Wabash

inter-

Railroad

Chicago Division, 20 miles east by nortli
from Decatur, and 166 miles south-southwest
from Chicago. It has four churches, a graded
school, a bank, a weekly newspaper and a flouring
Population (1880), 963; (1890), 1,129; popumill.
lation of the township (1890), 2,487.
BENJAMIN, Reuben Moore, lawyer, born at
Chatham Centre, Columbia County, N. Y., June
39, 1833; was educated at Hopkins Academy,
Hadley, Mass. spent one year in the law department of Harvard, another as tutor at Amherst
and, in 1856, came to Bloomington, 111., where, on
an examination certificate furnished by Abraham
Lincoln, he was licensed to practice. The first
public office held by Mr. Benjamin was that of
Delegate to the State Constitutional Convention
of 1869-70, in which he took a prominent part in
shaping the provisions of the new Constitution
relating to corporations. In 1873 he was chosen
County Judge of McLean County, by •Yepeated
re-elections holding the position until 1886, when
he resumed private practice. For more than
twenty years he has been connected with the law
department of Wesleyan University at Bloomington, a part of the time being Dean of the Faculty
is also the author of several volumes of legal
with

its

;

text-books.

BENNETT MEDICAL COLLEGE,
Medical

an Eclectic
Chicago, incorporated by
and opened in the autumn of
sessions were held in two large

School of

pound steel rails) is 93.36 miles, distributed as follows: Auburn Junction to Cliicago, Milwaukee &
St. PaulJunction, 15.9 miles; branches from Pull-

special charter

man

and there were thirty matriculates. More commodious quarters were secured the following
year, and a still better home after the fire of 1871,
in which all the college property was destroyed.
Another change of location was made in 1874.
In 1890 the property then owned was sold and a
new college building, in connection with a hospital, erected in a more quiet quarter of the city.
A free dispensary is conducted by the college.
The teaching faculty (1896) consists of nineteen
professors, with four assistants and demonstraWomen are admitted as pupils on equal
tors.
terms with men.

Junction to Irondale, 111., etc., 5.41 miles;
second track, 14.1 miles; sidings, 57.85 miles.
The cost of constructioij has been §534,549; capiIt has no funded debt.
tal stock, §1,300,000.
The earnings for the year ending June 30, 1895,
were §556,847, the operating expenses §378,013,

and the taxes

§51.009.

BELVIDERE, an incorporated city,

the county-

Boone County, situated on the Kishwaukee River, and on the Chicago & Northwestern
Railroad, 78 miles west-northwest of Chicago
and 43 miles east of Freeport. The city has
eleven churches, graded schools and three banks
(two National). Three newspapers are published
seat of

liere.

Belvidere

also

has

very

considerable

manufacturing interests, including two flouring
mills, a plow factory, a reaper works, and manufactories of sewing machines, bed springs and
boots and shoes, besides large cheese and pickle

1868.

rooms;

Its first
its

BENT,
cago, Dec.

faculty consisted of seven professors,

was born in Chibut removed with his family,

Charles, journalist,
8,

1844,

in 1856, to Morrison, Whiteside County, where,
later, he became an apprentice to the
printing business in the office of "The Whiteside
Sentinel." In June, 1864, he enlisted as a soldier

two years
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in

the One Hundred and Fortieth

lUinois (100-

days' regiment) and, on the expiration of liis term
of service, re-enUsted in the One Hundred ami
Forty -seventh Ilhnois, being mustered out at

Savannah, Ga., in January, 1866, with the rank
Then resmning his vocnof Second Lieutenant.
tion as a printer, in July, 1867, he purchased the
office of ''The Whiteside Sentinel," in wliich he
learned his trade, and has since been the editor of
that paper, except during 1877-79 while engaged
in writing a "History of Whiteside County."
is a charter member of the local Grand Army
Post and served on the staff of the Department
Commander was Assistant Assessor of Internal
Revenue during 1870-73. and, in 1878, was elected
as a Republican to the State Senate for Whiteside and Carroll Counties, serving four years.
Other positions held by him include the office of

He

;

member of the State Board of
Canal Commissioners (1883-85) and Commissioner
Penitentiary
(1889-93).
He has also
of the Joliet
been a member of tlie Republican State Central
City Alderman,

constituting a part of the Jacksonville division of the Chicago & Alton Railroail
also
served for many years as a Trustee of Illinois
College. In the latter years of Itis life he was, for
a considerable period, tlie law partner of ex-Governor and ex-Senator Richard Yates.
Judge
Berdan was the ardent political friend and
admirer of Abraham Lincoln, as well as an intimate friend and frequent correspondent of the
poet Longfellow, besides being the correspondent,
during a long period of his life, of a number of
other prominent literary men. Pierre Irving,
the nephew and biographer of Washington Irving,
was his brother-in-law through the marriage of a
favorite sister. Judge Berdan died at Jackson;

August 34, 1884.
BER(JEN, (Rev.) John (}., pioneer clergyman,
was born at Hightstown, N. J., Nov. 37, 1790;
studied theology, and, after two years" service as
tutor at Princeton and sixteen years as pastor of
ville,

a Presbyterian church at JIadison, N.

came

to Springfield,

Committee and served as its Chairman 1886-88.
BE>'TON, tlie county-seat of Franklin County,

erection of the

situated about 90 miles southeast of St. Louis,
and about 18 miles east of Duquoin. The town

pastor until 1848.

stands on a rich, fertile prairie. It has a bank,
three churches, two flouring mills and two weeklj'
newspapers. Population (1880), 984; (1890), 939.
BERDAN, James, lawyer and County Judge,
was born in New York City, July 4, 1805, and
educated at Columbia and Yale Colleges, graduating from the latter in the class of 1824. His
father, James Berdan, Sr came west in the fall
of 1819 as one of the agents of a New York
Emigration Society, and, in January, 1820, visited
the vicinity of the present site of Jacksonville,
111., but died soon after his return, in part from
exposure incurred during his long and arduous
winter journey. Thirteen years later (1832) Ids
son, the subject of this sketch, came to the same
region, and Jack.sonville became his home for the
remainder of his life. Mr. Berdan was a well
read lawyer, as well as a man of high principle
and sound culture, with pure literary and social

BERGGREN,

,

tastes.

Although possessing xmusual capabilities,
and dislike of ostenseek rather the association and

his refinement of character

tation

made him

esteem of friends than public

office.

In 1849 he

was elected County Judge of Morgan County,
serving by a second election until 1857. Later
he was Secretary for several years of the Tonica
& Petersburg Railroad (at that time in course of
construction), serving until it was merged into
the St. Louis, Jacksonville & Chicago Railroad,

45

now

first

111.,

and

J.

,

assisted

in 1838
in

the

church in the
of which he remained

Protestant

central part of the State,

Died,

Augriistus

Springfield,

at

W.,

legislator,

Jan.

born in

1840; came to the United
and located at Oneida,
afterwards removing to Galesburg; held various offices, including that of
Sheriff of Knox County (1873-81), St?ite Senator
(1881-89)
serving as President pro tern, of the
Senate 1887-89, and was Warden of the State

Sweden, August

17,

States at 16 years of age

Knox County,

111.

,

—

penitentiary at Joliet, 1888-91. He was for many
years the very able and efficient President of the
Covenant Mutual Life As.sociation of Illinois, and
is now its Treasurer.

BERGIER, (Rev.) J, a secular priest, born in
France, and an early missionary in Illinois. He
labored among the Tamaroas, bei ng in charge of the
mission at Cahokia from 1700 to his death in 1710.
BERRY, Orville F., lawyer and legislator, was
born in McDonough County, III, Feb. 16, 1852;
early left an orphan and, after working for some
time on a farm, removed to Carthage, Hancock
County, where he read law and was admitted to
in 1883 was elected Mayor of
tlie bar in 1877
Carthage and twice re-elected was elected to the
State Senate in 1888 and "92, and, in 1891, took a
prominent part in securing the enactment of the
compulsory education clause in the common
school law. Mr. Berry presided over the Republican State Convention of 1896, the same year was
a candidate for re-election to the State Senate,
;

;
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but the certificate was awarded to his Democratic
competitor, who was declared elected by 164
plurality.
On a contest before the Senate at the
first session of the Fortieth General Assembly,
the seat was awarded to Mr. Berry on the ground
of illegality in the rulings of the Secretary of
State affecting the vote of his opponent.
BERRY, (Col.) William W., lawyer and soldier, was born in Kentucky, Feb. 32, 1834, and
educated at Oxford, Ohio. His home being then
in Covington, he studied law in Cincinnati, and,
at the age of 33, began practice at Louisville, Ky.,
being married two years later to Miss Georgie
Hewitt of Frankfort. Early in 1861 he entered
the Civil War on the Union side as Major of the
Louisville Legion, and subsequently served in
the Army of the Cumberland, marching to the
sea with Sherman and, during the period of his
After the close
service, receiving four wounds.
of the war he was offered the position oi Governor of one of the Territories, but, determining
not to go further west than Illinois, declined.
For three years he was located and in practice at
Winchester, 111. but removed to Quincy in 1874,
where lie afterwards resided. He always took a
,

warm

interest in politics and, in local affairs,

was a leader

of his party.

He was an organizer

of

the G. A. R. Post at Quincy and its first Commander, and, in lK(S4-85, served as Commander of
He organtlie State Department of the G. A. R.
ized a Young Men's Republican Club, as he
believed that the young minds should take an
active part in politics. He was one of the committee of seven appointed by the Governor to
locate the Soldiers' and Sailors' Home for Illinois,
and, after spending six months inspecting vari-

ous

sites

offered,

located at Quincy

;

the institution was finally
was also Trustee of Knox

College, at Galesburg, for several years.

He

v.'as

frequently urged by liis party friends to run for
public office, but it was so much against his
nature to ask for even one vote, that he would
not consent. He died at his home in Quincy,

much regretted. May 6. 1895.
BESTOR, (ieorge C, legislator, born

in

Wash-

ington City, April 11, 1811; was assistant document clerk in the House of Representatives eight
'

years;

came

and engaged

to Illinois in 1835

in

business at Peoria; was twice appointed Postmaster of that city (1843 and 1861)
and three times elected Mayor served as financial agent of the Peoria & Oquawka (now Chicago,
Bui-lington & Quincy Railroad), and a Director of
the Toledo, Peoria & Warsaw a delegate to the
Whig National Convention of 1853; a State

real-estate

;

;

Senator (1858-62), and an ardent friend of Abra-

ham

Lincoln.

Died,

in

Washington, May

14,

prosecuting a claim against the
construction of gunboats
during the war.
BETHALTO, a village of Madison County, on
the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis
Railway, 25 miles north of St. Louis. Popula1873,

while

Government

for the

tion (1880), 638; (1890), 879.

BETHANY, a village in Moultrie County, on
the Peoria, Decatur & Evansville Railroad, 30
miles southeast of Decatur is in a farming district; has a local newspaper.
Population (1880),
;

369; (1890), 688.

BETTIE STUART INSTITUTE, an
tion for

young

ladies at Springfield, III,

institu-

foimded

Mary McKee Homes, who consome twenty years, until her death.

in 1868 by Mrs.

ducted

it

for

shows a faculty of ten instructIts property is valued at
course of instruction embraces the
preparatory and classical branches, together with
music, oratory and fine arts.
BEVERIDGE, James H., State Treasurer,
was born in Washington County, N. Y., in 1828;
served as State Treasurer, 1805-67, later acted as
Secretary of the Commission which built the
State Capitol. His later years were spent in
superintending a large dairy farm near Sandwich,
De Kalb County, where he died in January, 1896.
BEVERIDtiE, John L., ex-Governor, was born
in Greenwich. N. Y., July 6, 1834; came to Illinois, 1843, and, after spending some two years in
Granville Academy and Rock River Seminary,
went to Tennessee, where he engaged in teaching
while studying law. Having been admitted to
the bar, he retm-ned to Illinois in 1851, first locating at Sycamore, but three years later established
himself in Chicago. During the first year of the
war he assisted to raise the Eighth Regiment Illinois Cavalry, and was commissioned first as Captain and still later Major; two years later
became Colonel of the Seventeenth Cavalry,
which he commanded to the close of the war,
being mustered out, February, 1866, with the
rank of brevet Brigadier- General. After the war
lie held the office of Sheriff of Cook County four
years; in 1870 was elected to the State Senate,
and, in the following year, Congressman-at-large
to succeed General Logan, elected to the United
States Senate; resigned tliis office in January,
1873, having been elected Lieutenant-Governor,
and a few weeks later succeeded to the governorship by the election of Governor Oglesby to the
United States Senate. In 1881 he was appointed,
Its report for 1898

ors

and

$33,500.

135 pupils.
Its
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by President Arthur, Assistant United States
Treasurer for Chicago, serving until after CleveHis present home (1898), is
land's first election.

in 1827.

BIGGSVILLE.

near Los Angeles. Cal.

BIENVILLE, Jean Baptiste

le

Moyne, Sieur
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county in the Territorial Legislatures of Indiana and Illinois. Died, in St. Clair County,
a village of Henderson County,

on the Chicago, Burlington

&

Quincy Railroad,

was born at Montreal, Canada, Feb. 23, 1080,
and was the French Governor of Louisiana at the
time the Illinois couutrj' was included in that
He had several brothers, a number of
province.

miles northeast of Burlington; has a bank and
two newspapers; considerable grain and livestock are shipped here. Population (1880), 358;

whom played

BIG MUDDY RIVER, a stream formed by the
union of two branches which rise in Jefferson
County. It runs south and soutliwest through
Franklin and Jackson Counties, and enters the
Mississippi about five miles below Grand Tower.
Its length is estimated at 140 miles.
BILLINGS, Albert Merritt, capitalist, was
born in New Hampshire, April 19, 1814, educated

de,

important parts in the early history

of the province.

Bienville

first

visited Louisi-

1.5

(1890), 487.

company with his brother Iberville, in
1698, their object being to establish a French
colony near the mouth of the Mississippi. The
first settlement was made at Biloxi, Dec. 6, 1699,
and SanvoUe, another brother, was placed in
charge. The latter was afterward made Governor
of Louisiana, and. at his death (1701), he was
succeeded by Bienville, who transferred the seat
In 1704 he was joined
of government to Mobile.
by his brother Cliateaugay, who brought seventeen settlers from Canada. Soon afterwards

in the common schools of his native State and
Vermont, and. at the age of 22, became Sheriff of
Windsor County, 'V^t.,
Later he was proprietor
for a time of the mail stage-coach line between
Concord, N. H. and Boston, but, having sold out,

and Bienville was recalled to
France in 1707, but was reinstated the following
year.
Finding the Indians worthless as tillers of
the soil, he seriously suggested to the home government the expediency of trading off the coppercolored aborigines for negroes from the West
Indies, three Indians to be reckoned as equiva-

means in the securities of the ChiMilwaukee & St. Paul Railway and became
identified with the business interests of Chicago.
In the 'oO's he became associated with Cornelius
K. Garrison in the People's Gas Company of Chicago, of which he served as President from 1859
to 1888.
In 1890 Mr. Billings became extensively

ana, in

Iberville died,

lent to

two

blacks.

In 1713 Cadillac was sent out

as Governor, Bienville being made LieutenantGovernor. The two quarreled. Cadillac was

superseded by Epinay in 1717, and, in 1718, Law's
first expedition arrived
(see Company of the
West), and brought a Governor's commission for
Bienville.
The latter soon after founded New
Orleans, which became the seat of government
for the province (which then included Illinois), in
1723.
In January, 1724, he was again summoned
to France to answer charges: was removed in
disgrace in 1726, but reinstated in 1733 and given
the rank of Lieutenant-Geueral. Failing in various expeditions against the Chickasaw Indians,
he was again superseded in 1743, retirrning to
France, where he died in 1768.
BIGGS, William, pioneer, Judge and legislator,
was born in Maryland in 1753, enlisted in the
Revolutionary army, and served as an officer
under Colonel George Rogers Clark in the expedition for the capture of Illinois from the British

He

(now Monroe
He was
County for many years, and
Justice of the Peace and Judge of the Court

in 1778.

settled in Bellefontaine

,

invested his
cago,

interested in the street railway euterpri.ses of Mr.
C. B.

Holmes, resulting in his becoming the proMemphis,

prietor of the street railway system at

Tenn., valued, in

1897, at §3,000.000.
In early
life he had
been associated with Commodore
Vanderbilt in the operation of the Hudson River
steamboat lines of the latter. In addition to his
other business enterprises, he was principal
owner and, during the last twenty-five j'ears of
his life. President of tlie Home National and
Home Savings Banks of Cliicago. Died, Feb. 7,
1897, leaving an estate valued at several millions

of dollars.

BILLINGS, Henry W., was born at Conway,
Amherst Col-

Mass., July 11, 1814, graduated at

twenty years of age, and began the study
law with Judge Foote, of Cleveland, Ohio, was
admitted to the bar two years later and practiced
there some two years longer. He then removed
to St. Louis, Mo., later resided for a time at
Waterloo and Cairo, 111., but, in 1845, settled at
lege at

of

Alton; was elected Mayor of that city in 1851,
first Judge of the newly organized City

County) soon after the close of the war.

and the

Sheriff of St. Clair

Court, in 1859, serving in this position six years.
In 1869 he was elected a Delegate from Madison

later

of

Common

Pleas.

He

also

represented

his

County to the State Constitutional Convention of
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but died before the expiration of the session, on April 19, 1870.
BIRKBECK, Morris, early colonist, was born
in England about 1762 or 1763, emigrated to
America in 1817, and settled in Edwards County,
111.
He purchased a large tract of land and induced a large colony of English artisans, laborers
and farmers to settle upon the same, founding
the town of New Albion. He was an active, un1869-70,

compromising opponent of slavery, and was an
important factor in defeating the scheme to make
Illinois a slave State.
He was appointed Secretary of State by Governor Coles in October, 1824,
but resigned at the end of three months, a hostile
Legislature having refused to confirm him. A
strong writer and a frequent contributor to the

and published works attracted
attention both in this country and in Europe.
Principal among the latter were: "Notes on a
Journey Through France" (181.5); "Notes on a

press, his letters

Journey Through America" (1818), and "Letters
from Illinois" (1818). Died from drowning in
(See Slavery and
1825, aged about 63 years.
Slave Laws.)

BISSELL, William H., first Eepublican Governor of Illinois, was bom near Cooperstown,
N. Y., on April 25, 1811, graduated in medicine at
Philadelphia in 1835, and, after practicing a short
time in Steuben County, N. Y., removed to Monroe Coimty, 111. In 1840 he was elected a Representative in the General Assembly, where he soon
attained high rank as a debater. He studied law
and practiced in Belleville, St. Clair County, becoming Prosecuting Attorney for that county in
1844. He served as Colonel of the Second IlUnois
Volunteers during the Mexican War, and achieved
He represented Illidistinction at Buena Vista.
nois in Congress from 1849 to 1855, being first
On the pasIndependent
Democrat.
elected as an
sage of the Kansas-Nebraska Bill, he left the Democratic party and, in 1856, was elected Governor on
the Republican ticket. While in Congress he was
challenged by Jefferson Davis after an interchange of heated words respecting the relative
courage of Northern and Southern soldiers,
spoken in debate. Bissell accepted the challenge,
naming muskets at thirty paces. Mr. Davis's
friends objected, and the duel never occurred.
Died

in office, at Springfield,

111.,

BLACK, John C, lawyer and
at

Lexington,

Miss.,

Jan.

March 18, 1860.
was born
1839,
and re-

soldier,

29,

moved with his parents to Illinois, in 1847. He
graduated from Wabash College, Ind., and, in
1867, was admitted to the bar, beginning practice
at DanviUe. He enlisted in the Union army at

the outbreak of the Rebellion, serving with gallantry and distinction from April 15, 1861, to
15, 1865, retiring with the rank of Briga-

August

dier-General by brevet. He was an unsuccessful
candidate on the Democratic ticket for Lieutenant-Governor in 1872, and Delegate-at-large to the
Democratic National Convention of 1864. During President Cleveland's first term he became
Commissioner of Pensions, filling that ofliice from

March

17, 1885, to

March

27, 1889.

On

retiring

from that office he removed to Chicago and, in
1892, was elected Congressman-at-large, on the
Democratic ticket. In 1895 he was appointed by
District
President Cleveland United States
Attorney for the Northern District of Illinois,
serving until the close of the year 1898.
BLACKBURN UNIVERSITY, located at Carlinville, Macoupin County.
It owes its origin to
the efforts of Dr. Gideon Blackburn, who, having
induced friends in the East to unite with him in
the purchase of Illinois lands at Government
price, in 1837 conveyed 16,656 acres of these
lands, situated in ten different counties, in trust
for the founding of an institution of learning,
intended particularly "to qualify young men for
the gospel ministry. " The citizens of Carlinville
donated funds wherewith to purchase eighty
site, which was
The enterprise
and it was not until
was formally incorpoit was little more than

acres of land, near that city, as a

included in the deed of trust.
lay

dormant

for

many

years,

1857 that the institution
rated,

and ten years

later

a high school, giving one course of instruction
considered particularly adapted to prospective
students of theology. At present (1898) there
are about 110 students in attendance, a faculty
of twelve instructors, and a theological, as well as
preparatory and collegiate departments. The
institution owns property valued at §110,000, of

which

$50,000 is represented by real estate

§40,000

by endowment funds.

BLACK HAWK, a

and

Chief of the Sac tribe of
Indians, reputed to have been born at Kaskaskia
in 1767.
(It is also claimed that he was born on
Rock River, as well as within the present limits
of Hancock County. ) Conceiving that his people
had been wrongfully despoiled of lands belonging
to them, in 1832 he inaugurated what is commonly known as the Black Hawk War. His
Indian name was Makabaimishekiakiak, signifying Black Sparrow Hawk. He was ambitious, but
susceptible to flattery, and while having many of
the qualities of leadership, was lacking in moral
force.
He was always attached to British interests, and unquestionably received British aid of a
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substantial sort. After his defeat lie was made
the ward of Keokuk, another Chief, which
Immiliation of Iiis pride broke his heart. He died

on a reservation
1838,

aged

set apart for

His body

71.

is

him

in Iowa,

said to

in

have been

after death, and his articualleged to liave been preserved
in the rooms of the Burlington (la.) Historical

exhumed nine months
lated skeleton

Society until

is

18.J.5.

wlien

it

was destroyed by

fire.

(See also Black Hairk War.)

BLACKSTO'E, Timothy
dent,
1829.

B., Railway Presi-

at Branford, Conn., March 28,
After receiving a common school educa-

was born

supplemented by a course in a neighboring
academy, at 18 he began the practical study of
engineering in a corps employed by the New
York & New Hampshire Railway Company, and
the same year became assistant engineer on the
Stockbridge & Pittsfleld Railway. While thus
employed he applied himself diligently to the
study of the theoretical science of engineering,
and, on coming to Illinois in 18.51, was qualified
to accept and fill the position of division engineer
(from Bloomington to Dixon) on the Illinois CenOn the completion of the main
tral Railway.
line of that road in 185.5, he was appointed Chief
Engineer of the Joliet & Chicago Railroad, later
becoming financially interested therein, and
being chosen President of the corporation on tlie
completion of the line. In January. 1864, the
Chicago & Joliet was leased in perpetuity to the
Chicago & Alton Railroad Company. Mr. Blackstone then became a Director in the latter organization and, in April following, was chosen its
President. This office he filled uninterruptedly
tion,

until April 1,1899,

when

the road passed into the

BLACKWELL,
at

Robert

Belleville, III,

in 1823.

amount he actually received,
because he was unwilling to use his position to
reap an advantage over smaller stockholders.
lars in excess of the

a

had become his partner on "The Intelligencer,"
and served as Auditor until the organization of
the State Government in 1818. Blackwell & Berrywere chosen State Printers after the removal of
the State capital to Vandalia in 1820, serving in
Robert Blackwell
this capacity for some years.
located at Vandalia and served as a member of
the House from Fayette County in the Eighth
and Ninth General Assemblies (1832-36) and in
Robert S.— the son of David,

scliools at Belleville in his

— aggregating nearly one-third of the whole
— which would have netted him one million dol-

to

—

spicuous for its long service, the iminterrupted
success of his management of the enterprises
entrusted to his liands and his studious regard for
the interests of stockholders. This was illustrated
by the fact that, for some thirty years, the Chicago
& Alton Railroail paid dividends on its preferred

stock

belonged

Daniel P. Cook, of "The Illinois Herald"— afterat Kaskaskia, in
wards "The Intelligencer"
1816. and in April. 1817, succeeded Cook in the
office of Territorial Auditor of Public Accounts,
being himself succeeded by Elijah C. Berry, who

the Senate, 1840 42.
and the younger

tion in 1899, Mr. Blackstone rejected offers for his

He

prominent family in the early history of the
State, his father, David Blaokwell, who was also
a lawyer and settled in Belleville about 1819,
having been a member of the Second General
Assembly (1830) from St. Clair County, and also
of the Fourth and Fifth. In April, 1823, he was
appointed by Governor Coles Secretary of State,
succeeding Judge Samuel D. Lockwood, afterwards a Justice of the Supreme Court, who had
just received from President Monroe the appointment of Receiver of Public Moneys at the
Edwardsville Land Office. Mr. Blackwell served
in the Secretary's office to October. 1824, during
a part of the time acting as editor of "The Illinois
Intelligencer." which had been removed from
Kaskaskia to Vandalia, and in which he strongly
opposed the policy of making Illinois a slave
State.
He finally died in Belleville. Robert
Blackwell, a brother of David and the uncle of
tlie subject of this sketch, was joint owner with

hands of a syndicate of other lines. He was also
one of the original incorporators of the Union
Stock Yards Company, and was its President from
1864 to 1868. His career as a railroad man was con-

and common stock, ranging from 6 to 85^ percent
per annum, and. on disposing of his stock consequent on the transfer of the line to a new corpora-
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lawyer, was bom.

S.,

famous and
the head of

member

historic family

of

this

somewhat

— whose name stands at

this paragraph, attended the

common

boyhood, but in earlywhere he engaged
He later studied law
in mercantile pursuits.
with Hon. O. H. Browning at Quincy, beginning
practice at Rushville, where he was associated
for a time with Judge Minshall.
In 18.52 he
removed to Chicago, having for his first partner
Corydon Beckwith. afterwards of the Supreme
Court, still later being associated with a number
of prominent lawyers of that day.
He is described by his biographers as "an able lawyer, an
eloquent advocate and a brilliant scholar."
"Blackwell on Tax Titles," from his pen, has been
accepted by the profession as a high authority on
that branch of law. He also published a revisioa

manhood removed

to Galena,
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of the Statutes in 1858,

and began an "Abstract

of Decisions of the Supreme Court," which had
reached the third or fourth volume at his death.

May 16, 1863.
BLAIR, William,

merchant, was born at
Homer, Cortland County, N. Y., May 20, 1818,
being descended through five generations of New
England ancestors. After attending school in
the town of Cortland, which became his father's
residence, at the age of 14 he obtained employment in a stove and hardware store, four years
later (1836) coming to Joliet, III., to take charge
of a branch store which the firm had established
The next year he purchased the stock and
there.
continued the business on his own account. In
August, 1842, he removed to Chicago, where he
established the earliest and one of the most
extensive wholesale hardware concerns in that
city, with which lie remained connected nearly
Dm-ing this period he was associated
fifty years.
with various partners, including C. B. Nelson,
E. G. Hall, O. W. Belden, James H. Horton and
others, besides, at times, conducting the business
He suffered by the fire of 1871 in common
alone.
with other business men of Chicago, but promptly
resumed business and, within the next two or
three years, had erected business blocks, succes-

on Lake and Randolph

but retired
from business in 1888. He was a Director of the
Merchants' National Bank of Chicago from its
organization in 1865, as also for a time of the
Atlantic & Pacific Telegraph Company and the
Chicago Gaslight & Coke Company, a Trustee of
Lake Forest University, one of the Managers of
the Presbyterian Hospital and a member of the
Chicago Historical Society. Died in Chicago,

sively,

May 10, 1899.
BLAKELT,

Streets,

David, journalist, was born in
Franklin County, Vt., in 1834; learned the printgraduated
from the University of
and
trade
er's
Vermont in 1857. He was a member of a musical
family which, under the name of "The Blakely
Family," made several successful tours of the
West. He engaged in journalism at Rochester,
Minn., and, in 1863, was elected Secretary of
State and ex-officio Superintendent of Schools,
serving until 1865, when he resigned and, in
partnership with a brother, bought "The Chicago
Evening Post," with which he was connected at
the time of the great fire and for some time afterward. Later, he returned to Minnesota and
became one of the proprietors and a member of
the editorial staff of "The St. Paul Pioneer-Press."
In his later years Mr. Blakely was President of
the Blakely Printing Company, of Chicago, also

conducting a large printing business in New
York, which was his residence. He was manager
for several years of the celebrated Gilmore Band
of musicians, and also instrumental in organizing
the celebrated Sousa's Band, of which he was
manager up to the time of his decease in New
York, Nov. 7, 1896.

BLAKEMAN, Curtlss, sea-captain,
came from New England

settler,

and pioneer
Madison

to

County, 111., in 1819, and settled in what was
afterwards known as the "Marine Settlement," of
which he was one of the founders. This settlement, of which the present town of Marine (first
called Madison) was the outcome, took its name
from the fact that several of the early settlers, like
Captain Blakeman, were sea-faring men. Captain
Blakeman became a prominent citizen and represented Madison County in the lower branch of
the Third and Fourth General Assemblies (1833
and 1834), in the former being one of the opponents
of the pro-slavery amendment of the Constitution.
A son of his, of the same name, was a Representative in the Thirteentli, Fifteenth and Sixteenth
General Assemblies from Madison County.

BLANCHAKD,
cator,

was born

Jonatlian, clergyman and edu
in

1811; graduated at

Rockingham, Vt., Jan. 19,
Middlebury College in 1832;

some time, spent two years
in Andover Theological Seminar}', finally graduating in theology at Lane Seminary, Cincinnati,
in 183S, where he remained nine years as pastor
of the Sixth Presbyterian Church of that city.
Before this time he had become interested in
various reforms, and, in 1843, was sent as a
delegate to the second World's Anti-Slavery
Convention in London, serving as the American
Vice-President of that body. In 1846 he assimied
the Presidency of Knox College at Galesburg,
then, after teaching

remaining until 1858, during his connection
with that institution doing much to increase its
capacity and resources. After two years spent in
pastoral work, he accepted (1860) the Presidency
of Wheaton College, which he continued to fill
until 1882, when he was chosen President Emeritus, remaining in this position until his death.

May 14, 1892.
BLAJTDINSVILLE,

a

town

County, on the Toledo, Peoria

in

McDonough

& Warsaw

Rail-

road, 26 miles southeast of Burlington, Iowa,

64 miles west by south from Peoria.

and

a shipping point for the grain grown in the suiTounding country, and has a grain elevatoi and steam
flour and saw mills.
It also has banks, two
weekly newspapers and several churches. Population (1890), 877.

It is

—
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BLANEY, Jerome Van

Zandt, early physician,

boru at Newcastle, Del., May 1, 1820; was educated at Princeton and graduated in medicine at

when too young to receive his
1842 came west and joined Dr. Daniel

Pliiladelpliia

diploma; in
Brainard in founding Rush Medical College at
Chicago, for a time filling three chairs in that
institution also, for a time, occupied the chair of
Chemistry and Natural Philosophy in Northwestern University. In 1861 he was appointed Surgeon, and afterwards Medical Director, in the
army, and was Surgeon-in-Chief on the staff of
General Sheridan at the time of the battle of
Winchester after the war was delegated by the
Government to pay off medical officers in the
Northwest, in this capacity disbursing over S600,000; finally retiring with the rank of Lieutenant;

;

Died. Dec. 11. 1874.
Colonel.
BLATCHFORD, Eliphalet Wickes, LL.D.,
son of Dr. John Blatchford, was born at Stillwater,
N. Y., May 31, 1826; being a grandson of Samuel

Blatchford, D.D.,

who came

to

New York

from

England, in 1795. He prepared for college at Lansingburg Academy. New York, and at Marion
College, Mo. finally graduating at Illinois College,
Jacksonville, in the class of 184"). After graduating, he was employed for several years in tlie law
offices of his uncles, R. M. and E. H. Blatchford,
New York. For considerations of health he returned to the West, and, in 1850, engaged in business for himself as a lead manufacturer in St.
Louis, Mo., afterwards associating with him tlie
late Morris Collins, under the firm name of Blatchford & Collins. In 1854 a branch was established
in Chicago, known as Collins & Blatchford. After
a few years the firm was dis.solved, Mr. Blatchford taking the Chicago business, whicli has
continued as E. W. Blatchford & Co to the present time. While Mr. Blatchford has invariably
declined political offices, he has been recognized
as a staunch Republican, and the services of few
men have been in more frecjuent request for
positions of trust in connection with educational
and benevolent enterprises. Among the numerous positions of this character which he has been
called to fill are those of Treasurer of the Northwestern Branch of the United States Sanitary
Commission, during the Civil War, to which he
devoted a large part of his time Trustee of Illinois College (1866-75); President of the Chicago
Academy of Sciences; a member, and for seventeen years President, of the Board of Trustees of
the Chicago Eye and Ear Infirmary Trustee of
the Chicago Art Institute Executor and Trustee
of the late Walter L. Newberry, and, since its
,

;

;

;

51

incorporation, President of the Board of Trustees

The Newberry Library; Trustee of the John
Crerar Library one of the founders and President of the Board of Trustees of the Chicago
Manual Training School; life member of the
Chicago Historical Society
for nearly forty
years President of the Board of Directors of the
of

;

;

Chicago Theological Seminary; during his residence in Chicago an officer of the New England
Congregational Church a corporate member of
the American Board of Commissioners for For;

eign Missions, and for fourteen years its VicePresident;
a charter member of the City
Missionary Society, and of the Congregational
Club of Chicago; a member of the Chicago
Union League, the University, the Literary and
the Commercial Clubs, of which latter he has
been President. Oct. 7, 1858, Mr. Blatchford was
married to Miss Mary Emily Williams, daughter
of John C.Williams, of Chicago. Seven children
four sons and three daughters have blessed this
union, the eldest son, Paul, being to day one of
Chicago's valued business men. Mr. Blatchford's
life has been one of ceaseless and successful

—

activity in business,

much

and to him Chicago owes

In the giving of time
and benevohe has been conspicuous for his
generosity, and noted for his valuable counsel and
of its prosperity.

and money

for Christian, educational

lent enterprises,

executive ability in carrying these enterprises to
success.

BLATCHFORD,

John, D.D., was born at New(now Bridgeport), Conn., May 24, 1799;
removed in childhood to Lansingburg, N. Y.,
and was educated at Cambridge Academy and
Union College in that State, graduating in 1820.
field

He
N.

finished his theological course at Princeton,
J.,

in 1823, after

which he ministered

succe.s-

sively to Presbyterian churches at Pittstown

and

Stillwater, N. Y., in 1830 accepting the pastorate

of the First Congregational

Church of Bridge-

port, Conn.
In 1836 he came to the West, spending the following winter at Jacksonville, 111., and,
in 1837, was installed the first pastor of the First
Presbyterian Church of Chicago, where he
remained until compelled by failing health to
In 1841 he acresign and return to the East.
cepted the chair of Intellectual and Moral Philosophy at JIarion College, Mo., subsequently
assuming the Presidency. The institution having
been purchased by the Free Masons, in 1844, he
removed to West Ely, Mo., and thence, in 1847,
to Quincy, 111., where he resided during the
remainder of his Ufe. His death occurred in St.
Louis, April 8, 1855. The churches he serveil
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strongly to Dr. Blatchford's faithful,
acceptable and successful performance of his
ministerial duties.
He was married in 1825 to
testified

Frances Wickes. daughter of Eliphalet Wiokes,
Esq., of Jamaica. Long Island, N. Y.
BLEDSOE, Albert Taylor, teacher and lawyer, was born in Frankfort, Ky., Nov. 9, 1809;
gTaduated at West Point Military Academy in
1830, and, after two years' service at Fort Gibson. Indian Territory, retired from the army in
1833.
Dm-ing 1833-34 he was Adjunct Professor
of Mathematics and teacher of French at Kenyon
College,

Ohio,

and,

in

1835-36,

Professor

of

Then, havMathematics at Miami University.
ing studied theology, he served for several years
as rector of Episcopal churches in Ohio. In 1838
he settled at Springfield, 111., and began the practice of law, remaining several years, when he
removed to Washington, D. C. Later he became
Professor of Mathematics, first (1848-54) in the
University of Mississippi, and (1854-61) in the

University of Virginia. He then entered the
Confederate service with the rank of Colonel,
but soon became Acting Assistant Secretary of
War in 1863 visited England to collect material
for a work on the Con.stitution, which was published in 1866, when he settled at Baltimore,
where he began the publication of "The Southern
Review," which became the recognized organ of
the Methodist Episcopal Church South. Later
he became a minister of the Methodist Church.
He gained considerable reputation for eloquence
during his residence in Illinois, and was the
;

author of a number of works on religious and
political subjects, the latter maintaining the
right of secession; was a man of recognized
Died
ability, but lacked stability of character.
at Alexandria, Va., Dec. 8. 1877.
BLODGETT, Henry Williams, jurist, was born
At the age of 10
at Amherst, Mass., in 1821.
years he removed with his parents to Illinois,
where he attended the district schools, later
returning to Amherst to spend a year at the
Academy. Returning home, he spent the years
In 1842 he
1839-42 in teaching and surveying.
began the study of law at Chicago, being
admitted to the bar in 1845, and beginning practice at Waukegan, 111., where he has continued
In 1852 he was elected to the lower
to reside.
house of the Legislature from Lake County, as

an anti-slavery candidate, and,

in 1858, to the

State Senate, in the latter serving four years.
He gained distinction as a railroad solicitor, being
employed at different times by the Chicago &

Northwestern, the Chicago, Milwaukee

&

St.

Paul, the Michigan Southern and the Pittsburg
Fort Wayne Companies. Of the second named
road he was one of the projectors, procuring its
charter, and being identified with it in the several capacities of Attorney, Director and President.
In 1870 President Grant appointed him
Judge of the United States District Court for the
Northern District of Illinois. This position he
continued to occupy for twenty -two years, resigning it in 1892 to accept an appointment by President Cleveland as one of the counsel for the
United States before the Behring Sea Arbitrators

&

at Paris, wliich

was

his last official service.

BLOOMIIVGDALE, a village of Du Page County,
30 miles west by north

from Chicago.

Population

(1880), 226; (1890), 463.

BLOOMINGTON,

McLean

the county-seat of

County, a flourishing city and railroad center, 60
miles northeast of Springfield. Coal is mined in
the surrounding countr}'. Besides car-shops and
repair works, employing between 1.000 and 3,000
hands, there are manufactories of stoves and
furnaces, plows, separators
in tlie vicinity are

much

and

flour.

Nurseries

numerous, and horse-breeding

The

the seat of
the Illinois Wesleyan College and a Roman
Catholic College, and has eight or nine newspapers (three published daily) besides educational,
trade and society publications. Bloomington has
paved streets and electric railways, the latter
connecting the city with Normal (two miles distant), which is the site of the "State Normal
University" and "Soldiers' Orphans' Home."
Population (1880), 17.180; (1890), 20,484.
receives

attention.

BLOOMIKGTOA

city

is

CONVENTION

OF

1856.

Although not fiirmallj' called as such, this was
first Republican State Convention held in
Illinois, out of which grew a permanent Republican organization in the State.
A mass conventhe

tion of those opposed to the repeal of the Missouri

Compromise (known as an "Anti-Nebraska
Convention") was held at Springfield during the
week of the State Fair of 1854 (on Oct. 4 and 5),
and, although it adopted a platform in harmonj'
with the principles which afterwards became the
foundation of the Republican party, and appointed
a State Central Committee, besides putting in
nomination a candidate for State Treasurer the
only State officer elected that year the organization was not perpetuated, the State Central

—

Committee

—

failing to organize.
The Bloomington
Convention of 1856 met in accordance with a call
issued by a State Central Committee appointed
by the Convention of Anti-Nebraska editors held
at Decatur on February 22, 1856.
(See AiiH-Neb-

;

;
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raska Editorial Convention.) The call did not
even contain the word "Republican, but was
addressed to those opposed to the principles of
the Nebraska Bill and the policy of the existing
Democratic administration.
The Convention
met on May 29, 1856, the date designated by the
Editorial Convention at Decatur, but was rather
in the nature of a mas.s than a delegate convention, as party organizations existed in few counties of the State at tliat time.
Consequently
representation was very unequal and followed no
systematic rule. Out of one hundred counties
into which the State was then divided, only
seventy were represented by delegates, ranging
from one to twenty-five each, leaving thirty
coimties (embracing nearly the whole of tlie
southern part of the State) entirely unrepresented.
Lee County had the largest representa"

Morgan County

tion (twenty-five),

(the

home

of

Richard Yates) coming next with twenty delegates, while Cook County had seventeen and
Sangamon had five. The whole number of
delegates, as shown by the contemporaneous

was 269. Among the leading spirits in
the Convention were Abraham Lincoln, Archibald Williams, O. H. Browning, Richard Yates,
John M. Palmer, Owen Lovejoy, Norman B.
Judd, Burton C. Cook and others who afterwards
record,

became prominent in State politics. The delegation from Cook County included the names of
Wentworth, Grant Goodrich, George
Schneider, Mark Skinner, Charles H. Ray and
Charles L. Wilson. The temporary organization
was effected with Archibald Williams of Adams
County in the chair, followed by the election of
Jolin M. Palmer of Macoupin, as Permanent
The otlier officers were: Vice-PresiPresident.
dents — John A. Davis of Stephenson; William
Ross of Pike; James McKee of Cook; John H.
A. C. Harding of Warren
Brj'ant of Bureau
John

;

Richard Yates of Jlorgan; Dr. H. C. Johns of
Macon; D. L. Phillips of Union; George Smith
of Madison; Tliomas A. Marshall of Coles; J. M.
Rugglesof Mason (i.D. A. Parksof Will, and John
Clark of Schuyler. Secretaries Henry S. Baker
of Madison
Charles L. Wilson of Cook John
Tillson of Adams; Washington Bushnell of La
Salle, and B. J. F. Hanna of Randolph.
A State
ticket was put in nomination consisting of
William H. Bissell for Governor (by acclamation); Francis A. Hoffman of Du Page County,
for Lieutenant-Governor; Ozias M. Hatch of
Pike, for Secretary of State Jesse K. Dubois of
Lawrence, for Auditor; James Miller of McLean,
for Treasurer, and William H. Powell of Peoria,
;

—

;

;

;
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Superintendent of Public Instruction. Hoffman, having been found ineligible by lack of residence after the date of naturalization, withdrew,
and his place was subsequently filled bj' the
nomination of John Wood of Quincy. The platform adopted was outspoken in its pledges of
unswerving loyalty to the Union and opposition
to the extension of slavery into new territory.
A
delegation was appointed to the National Convention to be held in Philadelphia on June 17,
following, and a State Central Committee was
named to conduct the State campaign, consisting
of James C. Conkling of Sangamon County
Asaliel Gridley of McLean; Burton C. Cook of
La Salle, and Charles H. Ray and Norman B.
for

Judd

of

Cook.

The principal speakers

of

tlie

occasion, before the convention or

in popular
meetings held while the members were present in
Bloomington, included the names of O. H. Browning, Owen Lovejoy, Abraham Lincoln, Burton
C. Cook, Richard Yates, the venerable John
Dixon, founder of the city bearing his name, and
Governor Reeder of Pennsylvania, who had been
Territorial Governor of Kansas by appointment
of President Pierce, but had refused to carry out
the policy of the adn^inistration for making
Kansas a slave State. None of the speeches
were fully reported, but that of Mr. Lincoln has
been universally regarded by those who heard it
as the gem of the occasion and the most brilliant
of his life, foreshadowing his celebrated "housedivided-against-itself" speech of June 17, 1858.
John L. Scripps, editor of "The Chicago Democratic Press," writing of it, at the time, to his
paper, said; "Never has it been our fortune to
listen to a more eloquent and masterly presentation of a subject.
For an hour anil a half lie
(Mr. Lincoln) held the assemblage spellbound b}'
the power of his argument, the intense irony of
his invective, and the deep earnestne.ss and fervid
brilliancy of his eloquence.
When he concluded,
the audience sprang to their feet and clieer after
cheer told how deeply their liearts had been
touched and their souls warmed up to a generous
entliusiasm." At the election, in November
following, although the Democratic candidate
for President carried the State by a plurality of
over 9,000 votes, the entire State ticket put in
nomination at Bloomington was successful by
majorities ranging from 3,000 to 80,000 for the
.

.

.

several candidates.

BLUE ISLAND, a village of Cook County, on
the Calumet River and the Chicago, Rock Island
Pacific, the Chicago & Grand Trunk and

&

the Illinois Central Railways, 15 miles south of
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Chicago. It has a high school, churches and two
newspapers, besides brick, smelting and oil works.
Population (1880), 1,.542: (1890), 3,521.

BLUE ISLAND RAILROAD, a short line 3.96
miles in length, lying wholly within Illinois;
capital stock 825.000; operated by the Illinois
Central Railroad Company. Its funded debt
(1895)

was 8100,000 and its floating debt, 83,779.
town of Macon County, on

BLUE MOUND, a
the

Wabash Railway.

tur; is in a grain

14 miles southeast of Deca-

and live-stock region; has a

bank and one newspaper.

Population (1880), 533;

(1890), 696.

BLUFFS,

a village of Scott County, at the

junction of the Quincy and Hannibal branches of
the Wabash Railway, 52 miles west of SpringHeld; has a bank and a newspaper. Population
(1880), 163; (1890), 453.

BOAL, Robert, -M.D., physician and legisborn near Harrisburg, Pa., in 1806; was
brought by his parents to Ohio when five years
old and educated at Cincinnati, graduating from
the Ohio Medical College in 1838; settled at
Lacon, 111., in 1836, practicing there until 1863,
when, having been appointed Surgeon of the
Board of Enrollment fori- that District, he removed to Peoria. Other public positions held by
Dr. Boal have been those of Senator in the
Fourteenth and Fifteenth General Assemblies
(1844-48), Representati%'e in the Nineteenth and
Twentieth (1854-58), and Trustee of the Institution for the Deaf and Dumb at Jacksonville,
remaining in the latter position seventeen years
under the successive administrations of Governors Bissell, Yates, Oglesby, Palmer and Beveridge the last five years of his service being
lator,

81,500 per annum is allowed to each member of
the Board, while the Secretary, who must also be
a stenographer, receives a salary of 81,300 per
annum. When a controversy arises between an
individual, firm or corporation employing not less
than twenty-five persons, and his or its employes,
application may be made by the aggrieved
party to the Board for an inquiry into the
nature of the disagreement, or both parties may
unite in the submission of a case. The Board is
required to visit the locality, carefully investigate the cause of the dispute and render a decision as soon as practicable, the same to be at once
made public. If the application be filed by the
employer, it must be accompanied by a stipulation to continue in business, and order no lock-out
for the space of three weeks after its date.
In
like manner, complaining employes must promise
to continue peacefully at work, under existing
for a like period.
The Board is
granted power to send for persons and papers and

conditions,

to administer oaths to witnesses.

Its decisions

are binding upon applicants for six

months

after

rendition, or until either party shall have given

the other sixty days' notice in writing of his or
their intention not to be bound thereby.
In case
the Board shall learn that a disagreement exists

President of the Board.

between employes and an employer having less
than twenty-five persons in his employ, and that
a strike or lock-out is seriously threatened, it is
made the duty of the body to put itself into
communication with both employer and employes
and endeavor to effect an amicable settlement
between them by mediation. The absence of any
provision in the law prescribing penalties for its
violation leaves the observance of the law, in its
present form, dependent upon the voluntary

of the State Medical

action of the parties interested.

—

He was also President
Board in 1883. Dr. Boal
continued to practice at Peoria until about 1890,
when he retired, and, in 1893, returned to Lacon
to reside with his daughter, the widow of the
late Colonel Greenbury L. Fort, for eight years
Representative in Congress from the Eighth
District.

BOARD OF ARBITRATION,

a Bureau of the

State Government, created by an act of the Legis-

BOARD OF EQUALIZATION,

a body organ

ized under act of the General Assembly, approved

March

8,

1867.

It first

consisted of twenty-five

members, one from each Senatorial District.
The first Board was appointed by the Governor,
holding office two years, afterwards becoming
In 1873 the
elective for a term of four years.
law was amended, reducing the number of members to one for each Congressional District, the
whole number at that time becoming nineteen,
with the Auditor as a member ex-officio, who

approved August 3, 1895. It is appointed
by the Executive and is composed of three members (not more than two of whom can belong to
the same political party), one of whom must be
an employer of labor and one a member of some
labor organization. The term of office for the

of twenty elective members, but, in 1897, it was
The Board meets
increased to twenty two.

members first named was fixed at two years;
after March 1, 1897, it is to be three years, one
member retiring annually. A compensation of

annually on the second Tuesday of August. The
abstracts of the property assessed for taxation in
the several counties of the State are laid before

lature,

usually presides.

From

1884 to 1897

it

consisted
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for examination and equalization, but it may
not reduce the aggregate valuation nor increase
Its powers over the
it more than one per cent.
returns of the assessors do not extend beyond
equalization of assessments between counties.
The Board is required to consider the various
classes of property separately, and determine
such rates of addition to or deduction from the
listed, or asses.sed, valuation of each class as it
may deem equitable and just. The statutes prescribe rules for determining the value of all the
classes of property enumerated personal, real,
railroad, telegraph, etc.
The valuation of the
capital stock of railroads, telegraph and other
corporations (except newspapers) is fixed by the
Board. Its consideration having been completed,
the Board is required to summarize the results of
its labors in a comparative table, which must be
again examined,
comjiared
and perfected.
Reports of each annual meeting, with the results
reached, are printed at tlie expense of the State
and distributed as are other public documents.
The present Board (1S971901) consists by disit

—

tricts of

(1)

George

F.

McKnight,

(2)

John

J.

(3) Solomon Simon, (4) Andrew McAlbert Oberndorf, (6) Henry Severin,
Edward
S. Taylor, (S) Tlieodore S. Rogers,
(7)
(9) Charles A. Works, (10) Thomas P. Pierce, (11)
Samuel M. Barnes, (12) Frank P. Martin, (13)
Frank K. Robeson, (U) W. O. Cadwallader, (15)
J. S. Cruttenden, (16) H. D. Hirshheimer, (17)
Thomas N. Leavitt, (1«) Joseph F. Long, (19)

McKenna,
Ansh,

(5)

Richard Cadle, (20) Cliarles Emerson, (21) John
W. Larimer, (22) William A. Wall, besides the
Auditor of Public Accounts as ex-officio member
the District members being divided politically
in the proportion of eighteen Republicans to four
Democrats.

—

BOARD OF PUBLIC CHARITIES,

a State

created by act of the Legislatiu'e in
upon the recommendation of Governor
Tlie act creating the Board gives the
Commissioners supervisory oversight of the
financial and administrative conduct of all the
charitable and correctional institutions of tlie
State, with the exception of the penitentiaries,
and they are especially charged with looking
after and caring for the condition of the paupers
and the insane. As originally constituted tlie
Board ,-onsisted of five male members who em-

Bureau,
1869,

Oglesby.

ployed a Secretary. Later provision was made
for the appointment of a female Commissioner.
The office is not elective. The Board has always
carefully scrutinized the accounts of the various
State charitable institutions, and, under its man-
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agement, no charge of peculation against anyofficial connected with the same has ever been
substantiated there have been no scandals, and
only one or two isolated charges of cruelty to
inmates. Its supervision of the county jails and
;

almshouses has been careful and conscientious,
and has resulted in benefit alike to the tax-payers
and the inmates. The Board, at the close of the
year 1898, consisted of

tlie

following five

mem-

terms ending as indicated in parenC. Corbus (1898), R. D. Lawrence
Julia C. Lathiop (1900), William J. Cal-

bers, their

thesis:
(1899),

J.

houn (1901), Ephraim Banning (1902), J. C. Corbus was President and Frederick H. Wines,
Secretary.

BOGARDUS,

in

Charles, legislator, was born
Y., March 28, 1841, and
an orphan at six years of age was educated
tlie common schools, began working in a store

at

12,

in

Cayuga County, N.

left

and

;

and, in 1863, enlLsted in the

Fifty-first

New York

One Hundred

Infantry, being elected

and retiring from the service
as Lieutenant-Colonel "for gallant and meritorious service" before Petersburg. While in the
service he participated in some of the most
important battles in Virginia, and was once
wounded and once captured. In 1S73 he located
in Ford County, 111., where he has been a successFirst Lieutenant,

ful operator in real estate.

He

has been twice

House of Representatives (1884 and
and three times to the State Senate (1888,
'93 and '96), and has served on the most important
committees in each house, and has proved himself one of tlie most useful members.
At the
session of 189.5 he was chosen President pro tern.
elected to the
'.H6)

of the Senate.

BO(iGS, Carroll C, Justice of the Supreme
was born in Fairfield, Wayne County,
Oct. 19, 1844, and still resides in his native
town; has held the offices of State's Attorney,
County Judge of Wayne County, and Judge of
the Circuit Court for the Second Judicial Circuit,
Court,
111.,

being assigned also to Appellate Court duty. In
June, 1897, Judge Boggs was elected a Justice of
the Supreme Court to succeed Judge David J.
Baker, his term to continue until 1906.

BOLTWOOD,

Heiiry

L., the

son

.of

WiUiam
Am-

and Electa (Stetson) Boltwood, was born at
herst, Mass., Jan.

17,

1831; fitted for college at

•Amherst Academy and graduated from Amherst
College in 1853. While in college he taught
school every winter, commencing on a salarj- of
S4 per week and "boarding round" among the
scholars.
After graduating he taught in academies at Limerick, Me., and at Pembroke and

a

,
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Derry, N. H., and in tlie high school at Lawrence, Mass. also served as School Commissioner
In 1864 he went
for Rockingham County, N. H.
into the service of the Sanitary Commission in

from St. Clair County (then
comprehending all Illinois) to the Territorial
Legislature of Northwest Territory, in 1799, and,
in 1804, to the Legislative Council of the newly

the Department of the Gulf, remaining until the
close of the war was also ordained Chaplain of a
colored regiment, but was not regularlj' mustered
in.
After the close of the war lie was emploj'ed
as Superintendent of Schools at Griggsville, 111.
for two years, and, while there, in 1867, organized the first township high school ever organized
in the State, where he remained eleven years. He
afterwards organized the township high school at
Ottawa, remaining there five years, after which,
in 1883, he organized and took charge of the
township high school at Evanston, where he has
since been employed in his profession as a teacher.
Professor Bolt wood has been a member of the State
Board of Education and has served as President
of the State Teachers' Association. As a teacher
he has given special attention to English language
and literature, and to history, being the author
of an English Grammar, a High School Speller
and "Topical Outlines of General History,"
besides many contributions to educational journals.
He has done a great deal of institute work,
both in Illinois and Iowa, and has been known
somewhat as a tariff reformer.
BOKD, Lester L., lawyer, was born at Ravenna, Ohio, Oct. 27, 1829 educated in the common
schools and at an academy, meanwhile laboring
in local factories studied law and was admitted
to the bar in 1853, the following year coming to
Chicago, where he has given his attention chiefly
to practice in connection with patent laws. Mr.
Bond served several terms in the Chicago City
Council, was Republican Presidential Elector in
1868, and served two terms in the General Assem-

organized Territory of Indiana.
BOND COUNTY, a small county lying northeast from St. Louis, having an area of 380 square
miles and a population (1890) of 14,550. The
first American settlers located here in 1807, coming from the South, and building Hill's and
Jones's forts for protection from the Indians.
Settlement was slow, in 1816 there being scarcely
twenty-five log cabins in the county. The
county-seat is Greenville, where the first cabin
was erected in 1815 by George Davidson. The
county w^s organized in 1818, and named in
honor of Gov. Shadrach Bond. Its original
limits included the present counties of Clinton,
Fayette and Slontgomery: The first court was
held at Perryville, and, in May, 1817, Judge
Jesse B. Thomas presided over the first Circuit
Court at Hill's Station. The first court housewas erected at Greenville in 1832. The county
contains good timber and farming lands, and at
some points, coal is found near the surface.
BONNET, Charles Carroll, lawyer and reformer, was born in Hamilton. N. Y., Sept. 4,
1831 educated at Hamilton Academy and settled
in Peoria, 111., in 1850, where he pursued the
avocation of a teacher while studying law was
admitted to the bar in 1852, but removed to Chicago in 1860, where he has since been engaged in
practice; served as President of the National
Law and Order League in New York in 1885,
being repeatedly re-elected, and has also been
President of the Illinois State Bar Association, as
well as a member of the American Bar AssociaAmong the reforms which he has advotion.
cated are constitutional prohibition of special
legislation; an extension of equity practice to
bankruptcy and other law proceedings civil service pensions State Boards of labor and capital,
He has also published some treatises in book
etc.
form, chiefly on legal questions, besides editinga volume of "Poems bj^ Alfred W. Arrington,
with a sketch of his Character" (1869.) As President of the World's Congresses Auxiliary, in 1893,
Mr. Bonney contributed largely to the success of
that very interesting and important feature of
the great Columbian Exposition in Chicago.
BOONE, LcTi D., M. D., early physician, was
born near Lexington, Ky., December, 1808
descendant of the celebrated Daniel Boone; received the degree of M. D. from Transylvania
University and came to Edwardsville, 111., at an

;

;

;

;

bly— 1866-70.

BOND, Shadrach, first Territorial Delegate in
Congress from Illinois and first Governor of the
was born in Maryland, and, after being
liberally educated, removed to Kaskaskia while
Illinois was a part of the Northwest Territory.
He served as a member of the first Territorial
Legislature (of Indiana Territor}') and was the
first Delegate from the Territory of Illinois in
Congress, serving from 1812 to 1814. In the
latter year he was appointed Receiver of Public
Moneys; he also held a commission as Captain in
the War of 1812. On the admission of the State,
in 1818, he was elected Governor, and occupied
the executive chair until 1822. Died at Kaskaskia, April 13, 1833.— Shadrach Bond, Sr., an uncle
State,

of the preceding,

came

to Illinois in 1781

and was

elected Delegate

;

;

;

;

—

;
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early day, afterwards locating at Hillsboro ami
taking part in the Black Hawk War as Captain of
a cavalry company came to Chicago in 1836 and
;

resuming

engaged in the insurance business,

later

the practice of his profession;

served several

terms as Alderman and was elected Mayor in
1855 by a combination of temperance men and
Know-Nothings acquired a large property by
;

operations
1882

in

real

Died,

estate.

February,

BOOXE COUNTY,

the smallest of the "northern tier" of counties, having an area of only 290
square miles, and a population (1890) of 12,203.
Its surface is chiefly rolling prairie, and the
principal products are oats and corn. The earli-

came from New York and New Engand among them were included Medkiff,
Caswell, Cline, Towner, Doty and
Whitney. Later (after the Pottawattomies had

est settlers

land,

Dunham,

evacuated the country), came the Sliattuck
brothers, Maria HoUenbeck and Mrs. BuUard,
Oliver Hale, Nathaniel Crosby, Dr. Whiting, H.
C. Walker, and the Neeley and Mahoney families.
Boone County was cut o£f from Winnebago, and
organized in 1837, being named in honor of Kentucky's pioneer.
The first frame house in the
county was erected by S. F. Doty and stood for
fifty years in the village of Belvidere on the north
side of the

(Belvidere)
built soon

Kishwaukee
was platted
after.
The

was a Baptist

River.

The county-seat
an academy

in 1837, arid
first

Protestant

church

society under the pastorate of Rev.

Dr. King.

BOURBOXX AIS, a village of Kankakee County,
on the Illinois Central Railroad, 5 miles north of
Kankakee. Population (1890), 510.
BOUTELL, Henry Sherman, lawyer and Congressman, was born in Boston. Mass., March 14,
1856, gi-aduated from the Northwestern University at Evanston, 111., in 1874, and from Harvard
in 1876; was admitted to the bar in Illinois in
1879, and to that of the Sujireme Court of the
United States in 1885. In 1884 Mr. Boutell was
elected to the lower branch of the Thirty-fourth
General Assembly and was one of the "103" who,
in the long struggle during the following session,
participated in the election of

Gen. John A.

Logan

to the United States Senate for the last

time.

At a

Illinois

special election held in the Sixth
District in November, 1897, lie was

elected Representative in Congress

the
vacancy caused by the sudden death of his predecessor, Congressman Edward D. Cooke, and at
the regular election of 1898 was re-elected to the
same position, receiving a plurality of 1,116 over
to

fill

his

or

Democratic competitor and a majority of 719

over

all.

BOUTOiX, Nathaniel S., manufacturer, was
born in Concord, N. H., May 14, 1828; in his
youth farmed and taught school in Connecticut,
but in 1852 came to Chicago and was employed
in a foundry firm, of which he soon afterwards
became a partner, in the manufacture of carwheels and railway castings. Later he became
associated with the American Bridge Company's
works, which was sold to the Illinois Central
Railroad Company in 1857, when he bought the
Union Car Works, which he operated until 1863.
He then became the head of the Union Foundry
Works, which having been consolidated with
the Pullman Car Works in 1886, lie retired,
organizing the Bouton Foundry Company. Mr.
Bouton is a Republican, was Commissioner of
Public Works for the city of Chicago two terms
before the Civil War, and served as Assistant
Quartermaster in the Eighty-eighth Illinois
Infantry (Second Board of Trade Regiment)
from 1862 until after the battle of Chickamauga.
BOYD, Thomas A., was born in Adams County,
Pa., June 25. 1830, and graduated at Marshall
College, Mercersburg, Pa., at the age of 18;
studied law at Chamber.sburg and was admitted
to the bar at Bedford in his native State, where
he practiced until 1856, when he removed to Illinois.
In 1861 he abandoned his practice to enlist
in the Seventeenth Illinois Infantry, in which lie
held the position of Captain. At the close of the
war he returned to his lionie at Lewistown, and,
in 1866, was elected State Senator and re-elected
at the expiration of his term in 1870, serving in
the Twenty-fifth, Twenty-sixth and Twentyseventh General Assemblies. He was also a
Republican Representative from his District in
the
Forty-fifth
and Forty-sixth Congresses
1S77-S1
Died, at Lewistown, May 28, 1897.
BRACEVILLE, a town in Grundy County, 61
miles by rail soutiiwest of Chicago. Coal mining
The town has two
is the princi|)al industry.
banks, four churches and two weekly newspapers.
Population (1880), 278; (1890), 2,1.50.
BRADFORD, a village of Stark County, on the
Buda and Rushville branch of tlie Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railwaj', 11 miles south of
Buda; has a grain and live-stock trade one newspaper is published here. Population (1880), 506
(

).

;

(IH'.IIII.

(1(14.

BRADSBY, William H., pioneer and Jud^e,
was born in Bedford County, Va., July 13, 1787.
He removed to Illinois early in life, and was the
first postmaster in Washington County (at Cov-
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ington), the

first

school-teacher

and

tlie

first

and County Clerk and Recorder At the
time of his death he was Probate and County
Judge. Besides being Clerk of all the courts, he
was virtually County Treasurer, as he had custody of all the county's money. For several
years he was also Deputy United States Surveyor,
and in that capacity surveyed much of the south
part of the State, as far east as Wayne and Clay
August 21,
Counties. Died at Nashville. Ill
Circuit

,

1839.

BRADWELL, James

Bolesworth, lawyer and
editor, was born at Loughborough, England, April
16, 1828, and brought to America in infancy, his
parents locating in 1829 or

'30 at

Utica, N. Y.

1833 they emigrated to Jacksonville,

following

year

111.,

In

but the

removed to Wheeling, Cook
on a farm, where the younger

County, settling
Bradwell received his
prairie, splitting rails

first

and

lessons in breaking

tilling

the

soil.

His

schooling was obtained in a country logschool-house, but, later, he attended the Wilson
Academy in Chicago, where he had Judge Lofirst

renzo Sa\vyer for an instructor. He also took a
course in Knox College at Galesburg, then a
manual-labor school, supporting himself by working in a wagon and plow shop, sawing wood,
etc.
In May. 1852, he was married to Miss Myrar
Colby, a teacher, with whom he went to Memphis, Tenn., the same year, where they engaged
in teaching a select school, the subject of this
sketch meanwhile devoting some attention to
reading law. He was admitted to the bar there,
but after a stay of less than two years in Memphis, returned to Chicago aud began practice.
In 1861 he was elected County Judge of Cook
County, and re-elected four years later, bvit
declined a re-election in 18G9. The first half of
his term occurring during the progress of the
Civil War, he had the opportunity of rendering
some vigorous decisions which won for him the
reputation of a man of courage and inflexible
independence, as well as an incorruptible champion of justice. In 1873 he was elected to the
lower branch of the Twenty-eighth General

Assembly from Cook County, and re-elected in
1874.
He was again a candidate in 1882, and by
many believed to have been honestly elected,
though his opponent received the certificate. He
made a contest for the seat, and the majority of
the Committee on Elections reported in his
favor; but he was defeated through the treachery and suspected corruption of a professed politHe is the author of the law making
ical friend.
women eligible to school offices in Illinois and

allowing them to become Notaries Public, and
has always been a champion for equal rights for
women in the professions and as citizens. He
was a Second Lieutenant of the One Hundred and
Fifth Regiment, Illinois Jlilitia, in 1848; presided
over the American Woman's Suffrage Association at its organization in Cleveland; has been
President of the Chicago Press Club, of the Chicago Bar Association, and, for a number of years,
the- Historian of the latter; one of the founders
and President of the Union League Club, besides
being associated with many other social and
business organizations. At present (1899) he is
editor of "The Chicago Legal News," founded by
his wife thirty years ago, and with which he has
been identified in a business capacity from its
establishment.— Myra Colby (Bradwell), the wife
of Judge Bradwell, was born at Manchester, 'Vt.,
Feb. 12, 1831 being descended on her mother's
side from the Chase family to which Bishop
Philander Chase and Salmon P. Chase, the latter
Secretary of the Treasury and Chief Justice of
the Supreme Court by appointment of Abraham
Lincoln, belonged. In infancy she was brought
to Portage, N. Y., wliere she remained until she
was twelve years of age, when her family removed west. She attended school in Kenosha,
Wis. and a seminary at Elgin, afterwards being
engaged in teaching. On May 18, 18.52, she was
married to Judge Bradwell, almost immediately
going to Memphis, Tenn. where, with the assistance of her husband, she conducted a select school
for some time, also teaching in the public schools,
when they returned to Chicago. In the early
part of the Civil War she took a deep interest in
the welfare of the soldiers in the field and their
families at home, becoming President of the
Soldiers' Aid Society, and was a leading spirit in
the Sanitary Fairs held in Chicago in 1863 and in
1865.
After the war she commenced the study
of law and, in 1868, began the pubhcation of
"The Chicago Legal News, with which she remained identified until her death also publishing
biennially an edition of the session laws after
each session of the General Assembly. After
passing a most creditable examination, application was made for her admission to the bar in
1871, but denied in an elaborate decision rendered
by Judge C. B. Lawrence of the Supreme Court
of the State, on tlie sole ground of sex, as
was also done by the Supreme Court of the
United States in 1873, on the latter occasion
Chief Justice Chase dissenting. She was finally
admitted to the bar on March 28, 1892, and was
the first lady member of the State Bar Associ-

—

,

,

"

—
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Other organizations

ation.

embraced

witli wliich she

was

Illinois State
Press
Managers of the Solthe "Illinois Industrial
Scliool for Girls" at Evanston, the Washingtonian
Home, the Board of Lady Managers of the
World's Columbian Exposition, and Chairman of

identified

tlie

Association, the Board of
diers'

Home (in war time),

the Woman's Committee on Jurisprudence of the
World's Congress Auxiliary of 1893. Although
much before the public during tlie latter years of
her life, she never lost the refinement and graces
which belong to a true woman. Died, at her
liome in Chicago, Feb. 14, 1894.

BRAIDWOOD, a city in Will County, incorpois 58 miles from Chicago, on the
Chicago & Alton Railroad an important coalmining point, and in the heart of a rich
agricultural region. It has a bank and a weekly
newspaper. Population (1880), 5,534: (1890), 4,641.
BRANSOX, Nathaniel W., lawyer, was born in
Jacksonville, 111.. May 29, 1837; was educated in
the private and public schools of that city and at
Illinois College, graduating from the latter in
1857; studied law with David A. Smith, a prominent and able lawyer of Jacksonville, and was
admitted to the bar in January, 1860, soon after
rated in 1860;

;

establishing himself in practice at Petersburg,

Menard County, where he has ever since resided.
In 1867 Mr. Branson was appointed Register in
Bankruptcy for the Springfield District
a poHe was also
sition which he held thirteen years.
elected Representative in the General Assembly

—

in 1873, by reelection in 1874 serving foui- years

stormy Twenty-eighth and Twenty-ninth
General Assemblies was a Delegate from Illinois
to the National Republican Convention of 1876,
and served for several years most efficiently as a
Trustee of the State Institution for the Blind at
Jacksonville, part of the time as President of the
in the

;

Board.

Politically a

conservative Republican,

no sense an office-seeker, the official powhich he has occupied have come to him
unsought and in recognition of his fitness and

and

in

sitions

capacity for the proper discharge of their duties.

BRAYMAX, Mason, lawyer and soldier, was
born in Buffalo, N. Y., May 33, 1813; brought up
as a farmer, became a printer and edited "The
Buffalo Bulletin," 1834-35; .studied law and was

admitted to the bar in 1836; removed west in
1837. was City Attorney of Monroe, Mich., in 1838
and became editor of "The Louisville Advertiser" in 1841.
In 1842 he opened a law office in
Springfield, 111., and the following j'ear was
appointed by Governor Ford a commissioner to
adjust the

Mormon

troubles, in

which capacity

59

he rendered valuable servic'e. In 1844-45 he was
appointed to revise the statutes of the State.
Later he devoted much attention to railroad
enterprises, being attorney of the Illinois Central
Railroad, 1851-55; then projected the construe
tion of a railroad from Bird's Point, opposite
Cairo, into Arkansas, which was partially completed before the war, and almost wholly destroyed during that period. In 1861 he entered
the service as Major of the Twent3'-ninth Illinois
Volunteers, taking part in a number of the early
battles, including Fort Donelson and Shiloli;
was promoted to a colonelcy for meritorious conduct at the latter, and for a time served as
Adjutant-General on the staff of General McClernand; was promoted Brigadier General in September, 1863, at the close of the war receiving
the brevet rank of Major-General. After the
close of the war he devoted considerable attention to reviving his railroad enterprises in the
South; edited "The Illinois State Journal,"
1873 73;

removed

to

Wisconsin and was ap-

pointed Governor of Idaho in 1876, serving four
years, after which he returned to Ripon, Wis.
Died, in Kansas City, Feb. 27, 1895.
BREESE, a town in Clinton County, on the
Baltimore & Ohio Southwestern Railway, 39
miles east of St. Louis; has a bank and a weekly
newspaper. Population (1880), 574; (1890), 808.

BREESE. Sidney, statesman and jurist, was
born at Whitesboro, N Y., (according to the
accepted authority) July 15, 1800.
Owing to a certain sensitiveness about his age in
his later years, it has been exceedingly difficult
to secure authentic data on the subject; but his
arrival at Kaskaskia in 1818, after graduating at
Union College, and his admission to the bar in
1830, have induced many to believe that the date
of his birth should be placed somewhat earlier.
He was related to some of the most prominent
families in New York, including the Livingstons
and the Morses, and, after his arrival at Kaskaskia, began the study of law with his friend Elias
Kent Kane, afterwards United States Senator.
Meanwhile, having served as Postmaster at Kaskaskia, he became Assistant Secretary of State,
and, in December, 1830, superintended the regenerally

moval of the archives

of that office to "V'andalia,
the new State capital. Later he was appointed
Prosecuting Attorney, serving in that position

from 1823

till

States District

when he became
Attorney for Illinois.

1837,

United

He was

the first official reporter of tlie Supreme Court,
issuing its first volume of decisions; served as
Lieutenant -Colonel of volunteers during the
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Hawk War (1832) in 1835 was elected to
the circuit bench, and, in 1841, was advanced to
the Supreme bench, serving less than two years,
when he resigned to accept a seat in the United
Black

;

States Senate, to which he was elected in 1848 as
the successor of Richard M. Young, defeating
Stephen A. Douglas in the first race of the latter

While in the Senate (1843-49) he
served as Chairman of the Committee on Public
Lands, and was one of the first to suggest the
for the office.

construction of a transcontinental railway to the
He was also one of the originators and
Pacific.
active promoters in Congress of tlie Illinois Central Railroad enterprise.

He was Speaker

of the

again
Illinois House
became Circuit Judge in 1855 and returned to
more
than
the Supreme bench in 1857 and served
one term as Chief Justice, the last being in
of
his
public
life
during
most
1873-74.
His home
His death occurred
in Illinois was at Carlyle.
of Representatives in 1851

at Pinckneyville. June

;

28, 1878.

BRENTANO,

Lorenzo, was born at Mannheim,
in the Grand Ducliy of Baden, Germany, Nov.
14, 1813; was educated at the Universities o!
Heidelberg and Freiburg, receiving the degree of
LL.D., and attaining liigh honors, both profesHe was successively a
sional and political.
member of the Baden Chamber of Deputies and
and always a leader
Parliament,
Frankfort
of the
of the revolutionist party. In 1849 he became
President of the Provisional Republican Government of Baden, but was. before long, forced
He first
to find an asylum in the United States.
settled in Kalamazoo County. Mich., as a farmer,
where
he was
Chicago,
removed
1859,
to
in
but,
admitted to the Illinois bar, but soon entered the
field of journalism, becoming editor and part
proprietor of "The Illinois Staats Zeitung." He
lield various public offices, being elected to the
Legislature in 1862, serving five years as President of the Chicago Board of Education, was a

Republican Presidential Elector in 18G8, and
United States Consul at Dresden in 1872 (a gengranted to the
eral amnesty having been
revolution of 1848), and
Representative in Congress from 1877 to 1879.
Died, in Chicago, Sept. 17, 1891.
BEIDGEPORT, a town of Lawrence County,
on the Baltimore & Ohio Southwestern Railroad,
It has a bank
14 miles west of Vincennes, Ind.
and one weekly paper. Population (1890), 559.
BRIDGEPORT, a former suburb (now a part of
the city) of Chicago, located at the junction of
the Illinois & Michigan Canal with the South
Branch of the Chicago River. It is now the

participants in the

center of

the large slaughtering and packing

industry.

BRIDGEPORT & SOUTH CHICAGO RAILWAY. (See Chicago & Northern Pacific Railroad.)
BRIGHTON, a village of Macoupin County, at
the intersection of the Chicago & Alton and the
Rock Island and St. Louis branch of the Chicago,
Burlington & Quincy Railways; coal is mined
here; has a newspaper. Population (1880), 691;
(1890), 697.

BRIMFIELD, a town of Peoria County, on the
Buda and Rushville branch of the Chicago, Bur-

& Quincy Railway. 38 miles south of
Buda; coal-mining and farming are the chief
It has one weekly paper and a bank.
lington

industries.

Population (1880), 832; (1890), 719.
BRISTOL, Frank Milton, clergyman, was born
N. Y. Jan. 4, 1851
came
to Kankakee, 111., in boyhood, and having lost
his father at 12 years of age, spent the following
years in various manual occupations until about
nineteen years of age, when, having been converted, he determined to devote his life to the
ministry
Tlirough the aid of a benevolent lady,
he was enabled to get two years' (1870-72) instruction at the Northwestern University, at Evanston, afterwards supporting himself by preaching
at various points, meanwhile continuing his
studies at the University until 1877.
After completing his course he served as pastor of some of
the most prominent Methodist churches in Chicago, his last charge in the State being at Evanston.
In 1897 he was transferred to Washington
City, becoming pastor of the Metropolitan M. E.
Church, attended by President McKinley
Dr.
Bristol is an author of some repute and an orator
of recognized ability.
BROADWELL, Norman M., lavryer, was born
in Morgan County, 111., August 1, 1825; was educated in the common schools and at McKendree
and Illinois Colleges, but compelled by failing
health to leave college without graduating spent
some time in the book business, then began the
study of medicine with a view to benefiting his
own health, but finally abandoned this and, about
1850, commenced the study of law in the office of
Lincoln & Herndon at Springfield. Having been
admitted to the bar, he practiced for a time at
Pekin, but, in 1854, returned to Springfield,
where he spent the remainder of his life. In 1860
he was elected as a Democrat to the House of
Representatives from Sangamon County, serving
in the Twenty-second General Assembly.
Other
offices held by him included those of County
Judge (1863-65) and Mayor of the city of Springin Orleans County,

,

;

;
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he was twice elected
Judge Broadwell was
(1867 and again in 1869).
one of the most genial of men, popular, high-

field,

to wliich last position

minded and honorable

in all his dealings.

Died,

Flavel, educator,

was born

Oneida County, New York, Dec. 3, 1801;
graduated at Hamilton College, 1828; studied
three years in the theological department of Yale
College was ordained to the Presbyterian ministry in 1831, and came to Illinois in the service
in

;

the American Home Missionary Society.
After preaching at CoUinsville, Belleville and
other points, Mr. Brooks, who was a member of
the celebrated "Yale Band," in 1837 assumed the
principalship of a Teachers' Seminary at Waverly,
Morgan County, but three years later removed to
of

where he established an academy for
Although finally compelled to
both sexes.
abandon this, he continued teaching with some
interruptions to within a few years of his death,
which occurred in 1886. He was one of the Trustees of Illinois College from its foundation up to
Springfield,

his death.

BROSS, William, journalist, was born in Sussex County, N. J., Nov. 14, 1813, and graduated
with honors from Williams College in 1838, having previously developed his physical strength
by much hard work upon the Delaware and
Hudson Canal, and in the lumbering trade. For
five years after graduating he was a teacher, and
Th jre he first engaged
in bookselling, but later embarked in journalism.
His first publication was "The Prairie Herald," a
religious paper, which was discontinued after
two years. In 18j3, in connection with John L.
Scripps, he founded "The Democratic Press,"
which was consolidated with "The Tribune" in
settled in

Chicago in

1848.

1858, Mr. Bross retaining his

new

Died, in Chicago. Jan. 27,

1890.

BROWN,

Henry, lawyer and historian, was
born at Hebron, Tolland County, Conn., May 13,
1789 the son of a commissary in the army of
General Greene of Revolutionary fame; graduated at Yale College, and, when of age, removed
to New York, later studying law at Albany,
Canandaigua and Batavia, and being admitted to
the bar about 1813, when he settled down in
practice at Cooperstowu; in 1816 was appointed
Judge of Herkimer County, remaining on the
bench until about 1824. He then resumed practice at Cooperstown, continuing until 1836, when
lie removed to Chicago.
The following year he

—

in Springfield, Feb. 28. 1893.

BROOKS, John

and "Tom Quick."

connection with

tlie

concern. He was always an ardent freeand a firm believer in the great future of

was elected a Justice of the Peace, serving two
became Prosecuting Attorney
Cook County. During this period he was
engaged in writing a "History of Illinois," wluch
was published in New York in 1844 This was
regarded at the time as the most voluminous and
best digested work on Illinois history that had as
yet been published. In 1846, on assuming the
Presidency of the Chicago Lyceum, he delivered
an inaugural entitled "Chicago, Present and
Future," which is still preserved as a striking

years, and, in 1843,

of

prediction of Chicago's future greatness.

Origi-

nally a Democrat, he became a Freesoiler in 1848.

Died of cholera, in Chicago,

BROWN, James
1833

— his

16, 1849.

B., journalist,

Belknap

Gilmanton,

May

County,

father being a

N.

member

was born
H.,

Sept.

in
1,

of the Legisla-

and Selectman for his town. The son was
educated at Gilmanton Academy, after which he
ture

studied medicine for a time, but did not graduate.
In 18.57 he removed West, first settling at
Dunleith, Jo Daviess County, 111., where he
became Principal of the public schools; in 1861

was elected County Superintendent

of

Schools

astic Republican, and, in 1806

for Jo Daviess County, removing to Galena two
years later and assuming the editorship of "The
Gazette" of that city. Jlr. Brown also served as
Postmaster of Galena for several years. Died,

an

Feb.

soiler,

He was an enthusiand 1860, served as
campaign orator. In 1864 he was
the successful nominee of his party for Lieutenant-Governor. This was his only official position
outside of a membership in the Chicago Common
Council in IS.jo. As a presiding officer, he was
dignified yet affable, and his impartiality was
shown by the fact that no appeals were taken
from his decisions. After quitting public life he
Chicago and the Northwest.
effective

devoted much time to literary pursuits, delivering lectures in various parts of the country.
Among his best known works are a brief "History of Chicago," "History of Camp Douglas,"

13, 1896.

BROWN, James
man, was born
1806;

came

locating

at

to

N., agriculturist

and stock-

in Fayette County, Ky., Oct.

Sangamon County,

Island

111.,

in

1,

1833,

Grove, where he engaged

extensively in farming and stock-raising. He
served as Representative in the General Assem-

and '52, and in the last was
instrumental in securing tlie incorporation of the
Illinois State Agricultural Society, of which he
was chosen the first President, being re-elected in
1834.
He was one of the most entei-prising grow-

blies of 1840, '42, '46,

"
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ers of blooded cattle in the State

and did much

to

introduce them in Central Illinois was also an
earnest and influential advocate of scientific
education for the agricultural classes and an
efficient colaborer with Prof. J. B. Turner, of
Jacksonville, in securing the enactment bj^ Congress, in 1862, of the law granting lands for the
;

endowment of Industrial Colleges, out of which
grew the Illinois State University and institutions of like character in

Nov.

Died,

other States.

16, 1868.

BROWN,

William, lawyer and jurist, was born
June 1, 1819, in Cumberland, England, his parents emigrating to this country when he was
eight years old, and settling in Western New
York. He was admitted to the bar at Rochester,
in October, 1845, and at once removed to RockIn 1S'>2
ford. 111., where he commenced practice.
he was elected State's Attorney for the Fourteenth Judicial Circuit, and, in 1857, was chosen
Mayor of Rockford. In 1870 he was elected to
the bench of the Circuit Court as successor to
Judge Sheldon, later was promoted to the Su-

preme Court, and was re-elected successively in
Died, at Rockford, Jan. 15,
1873, in '79 and "85.
1891.

BROWN, William H., lawyer and financier,
was born in Connecticut, Dec. 20, 1796 spent
his boyhood at Auburn, N. Y., studied law, and,
in 1818, came to Illinois with Samuel D. Lockwood (afterwards a Justice of the State Supreme
;

Court), descending the Ohio River to Shawneetown in a flat-boat. Mr. Brown visited Kaskas-

kia and was soon after appointed Clerk of the
United States District Court by Judge Nathaniel
Pope, removing, in 1820. to Vandalia, the new
State capital, where he remained until 1835. He
then removed to Chicago to accept the position of
Cashier of the Chicago branch of the State Bank
of Illinois, which he continued to fill for many

He served the city as School Agent for
years (1840-53), managing the city's
school fund through a critical period with great
discretion and success. He was one of the group

years.

thirteen

of early patriots

who

successfully resisted the

attempt to plant slavery in Illinois in 1823-24;
was also one of the projectors of the Chicago &
Galena Union Railroad, was President of the
Chicago Historical Society for seven years and
connected with many other local enterprises.
He was an ardent personal friend of President
Lincoln and served as Representative in the
Twenty-second
General
Assembly (1860-62).
While making a tour of Europe he died of paralysis

at

Amsterdam, June

17, 1867.

BROWN COUNTY,

situated

in

the western

part of the State, with an area of 300 square
miles, and a population (1890) of 11,951; was cut

from Scliuyler and made a separate county in
May, 1839, being named in lionor of Gen. Jacob
Brown. Among the pioneer settlers were the
Vandeventers and Hambaughs, John and David
Six,
William McDaniel, Jeremiah Walker,
Willis O'Neil, Harry Lester, John Ausmus and
Robert H. Curry. The county-seat is Mount
Sterling, a town of no little attractiveness.
Other prosperous villages are Mound Station and
off

The chief occupation of the people is
farming, although there is some manufacturing
of lumber and a few potteries along the Illinois
Ripley.

River.

BROWNE, Francis Fisher, editor and author,
was born in South Halifax, Vt., Dec. 1, 1843, the
son of William Goldsmith Browne, who was a
teacher, editor and author of the song "A Hundred Years to Come." In childhood he was
brought by his parents to Western Massachusetts,
where he attended the public schools and learned
the printing trade in his father's newspaper
office at Chicopee, Mass.
Leaving school in 18G2,
he enlisted in the Forty-sixth Regiment Massachusetts Volunteers, in which he served one
year, chiefly in North Carolina and in the Army
of the Potomac.
On the discharge of his regiment he engaged in the study of law at Rochester, N. Y., entering the law department of the
University of Michigan in 1866, but abandoning
his intenton of entering the legal profession,
removed to Chicago in 1867, where he engaged in
and literary pursuits. Between 1869
'74 he was editor of "The Lakeside Monthly,
when he became literary editor of "The Alliance,
but, in 1880, he established and assumed the
editorship of "The Dial," a purely literary publication which has gained a high reputation, and
of which he has remained in control continuously
ever since, meanwhile serving as the literary
adviser, for many years, of the well-known publishing house of McClurg & Co. Besides his
journalistic

and

Browne has contributed
and literary anthologies a number of short lyrics, and is the author of "The
Everyday Life of Abraham Lincoln" (1886), and
journalistic work, Mr.

to the magazines

a volume of poems entitled, "Volunteer Grain"
He also compiled and edited "Golden
(1893).
Poems by British and American Authors" (1881);
"The Golden Treasury of Poetry and Prose"
(1886), and the "Laurel Crowned"series of standard poetry (1891-92). Mr. Browne was Chairman
of the Committee of the Congress of Authors in

—
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the WorWs Congress Auxiliary held in connection with The Columbian Exposition in
1893.

BROWNE, Thomas C, early

jurist,

Kentucky, studied law there and,

Shawneetown

was born
coming

in

to

in 1812, served in the lower branch

of the Second Territorial Legislature (1814-16)
and in the Council (1816-18), being the first law-

yer to enter that body. In 181.5 he was appointed
Prosecuting Attorney and, on the admission of
Illinois as a State, was promoted to the Supreme
bench, being re-elected by joint ballot of the
Legislature in 182.5, and serving continuously
until the reorganization of the Supreme Court
under the Constitution of 1848, a period of over
thirty years. Judge Browne's judicial character
and abilities have been differently estimated.
Though lacking in industry as a student, he is
represented by the late Judge Jolm D. Caton,
who knew him personally, as a close thinker and
a good judge of men. While seldom, if ever,
accustomed to argue que.stions in the conference
room or write out his opinions, he had a capacity
for expressing himself in short, pungent sentences, which indicated that he was a man of considerable ability
of his own.

and had clear and distinct views
attempt was made to impeach

An

before the Legislature of 184.3 "for want of
capacity to discharge the duties of his office,"

him

by an almost unanimous vote. He
had some strong supIn 1833 Judge Browne
was one of the four candidates for Governor in
the final returns standing third on the list and, by
but

it

failed

was a Whig
porters

in politics, but

among Democrats.

—

dividing the vote of the advocates of a pro-slavery
clause in the State Constitution, contributing to
the election of Governor Coles and the defeat of
the pro-slavery party. (See Coles, Edioard. and
Slavery and Slave Laics.) In the latter part of

term Judge Browne resided at Galena, but, in 18.53, removed with his son-in-law,
ex-Congressman Joseph P. Hoge, to San Francisco, Cal., where he died a few years later
his official

probably about 1856 or 1858.

BROWNING, OrviUe Hickman, lawyer.
States Senator

United

and Attorney-General, was born

in Harrison County, Ky.

After receiving a classical education at Augusta in his native
State, he removed to Quincy, 111., and was
admitted to the bar in 1831. In 1832 he served
in the Black Hawk War, and from 1836 to 1843,
was a member of the Legislature, serving in both
houses.
A personal friend and political adherent
of Abraham Lincoln, he aided in the organization
of the Republican party at the memorable
,

in 1810.

Bloomington Convention of
to the Chicago Convention
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As a delegate

1856.

in 1860, he aided in
securing Mr. Lincoln's nomination, and was a
conspicuous supporter of tlie Government in the
Civil War.
In 1861 he was appointed by Governor Yates United States Senator to fill Senator
Douglas' unexpired term, serving until 1803. In
1866 he became Secretary of the Interior by appointment of President Johnson, also for a time
discharging the duties of Attorney-General.

ReturniQgto Illinois, he was elected a member of
the Constitutional Convention of 1869-70, which
was his last participation in public affairs, his
time thereafter being devoted to his profession.
He died at his home in Quincy, 111., August 10,
1881.

BRYAX,

Silas Llllard, legislator

and

jurist,

born in Culpepper County, Va., Nov 4, 1833; was
left an orphan at an early age, and came west in
1840, living for a time with a brother near Troy,
Mo. The following year he came to Marion
County, 111., where he attended school and
worked on a farm; in 1845 entered McKendree
College, graduating in 1849, and two years later
was admitted to the bar, supporting himself
meanwhile by teaching. He settled at Salem,
III., and, in 1852, was elected as a Democrat to
the State Senate, in which body he served for
eight years, being re-elected in 1856.
In 1861 he
was elected to the bench of the Second Judicial
Circuit, and again chosen in 186T, his second
term expiring in 1873. While serving as Judge,

he was also elected a Delegate to the ConstituHe was an unsuccessful candidate for Congress on the Greeley
ticket in 1873.
Died at Salem, March 30, 1880.—
William Jennings (Bryan), .son of the preceding,
was born at Salem, 111. March 19, 1860. The early
life of young Bryan was spent on his father's
farm, but at the age of ten years he began to
attend the public school in town later spent two
years in Whipple Academy, ^the preparatory
department of Illinois College at Jacksonville,
and, in 1881, graduated from the college proper as
the valedictorian of his class. Then he devoted
two years to the study of law in the Union Law
School at Chicago, meanwhile acting as clerk and
studying in the law office of ex-Senator Lyman
Trumbull. Having graduated in law in 1883. lie
soon entered upon the practice of his profession
tional Convention of 1869-70.

,

;

at Jacksonville as the partner of

Judge

E.

P

a well-known lawyer and prominent
Republican of that city. Four years later (1887)
found him a citizen of Lincoln, Neb., which has
since been his home. He took a proniinent part
Kirby,
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in the politics of Nebraska, stumping the State
for the Democratic nominees in 1888 and '89, and

Democratic nomination for
Congress in a district which had been regarded
as strongly Republican, and was elected by a
large majority. Again, in 189.2, he was elected
by a reduced majority, but two years later
declined a renomination, though proclaiming
himself a free-silver candidate for the United
in 1890 received the

States Senate,

meanwhile

officiating as editor of

World's Columbian Exposition in Chicago in 1890,
later becoming Vice-President of the Board of
Directors and making a visit to Europe in the
After the war Mr. Bryan
interest of the Fair.
resided in

Washington

for

some time, and, by

appointment of President Hayes, served as Commissioner of the District of Columbia. Possessing
refined literary and artistic tastes, he has done
much for the encouragement of literature and
His home is in the suburban
art in Chicago.

put in nomination for the Presidency in the history of the Government. He conducted an
active personal campaign, speaking in nearly
every Northern and Middle Western State, but
was defeated by his Republican opponent, Maj.
William McKinley. Mr. Bryan is an easy and
fluent speaker, possessing a voice of unusual
compass and power, and is recognized, even by
his poUtioal opponents, as a man of pure personal

Elmhurst.— Charles Page (Bryan), son
and foreign minister,
Oct. 3, 1855, and educated
at the University of Virginia and Columbia Law
School; was admitted to practice in 1878, and
the following year removed to Colorado, where
he remained four years, while there serving in
both Houses of the State Legislature. In 1883 he
returned to Chicago and became a member of the
First Regiment of the Illinois National Guard,
serving upon the staff of both Governor Oglesby
and Governor Fifer in 1890, was elected to the
State Legislature from Cook County, being reelected in 1892, and in 1894; was also the first
Commissioner to visit Europe in the interest of
the World's Columbian Exposition, on his return
serving as Secretary of the Exposition Commis-

character.

sioners in 1891-92.

"The Omaha World -Herald." In July, 1896, lie
received the nomination for President from the
Democratic National Convention at Chicago, on
a platform declaring for the "free and unlimited
coinage of silver" at the ratio of sixteen of silver
one of gold, and a few weeks later
was nominated by the "Populists" at St. Louis
for the same office being the youngest man ever
(in weight) to

—

village of

of the preceding, lawyer

was born in Chicago,

;

In the latter part of 1897 he

real

was appointed by President McKinley Minister

at Alexandria, Va.,

to China, but before being confirmed, early in

1828, being descended on the maternal
from the noted Barbour family of that
State; graduated in law at Harvard, and, at the

1898, was assigned to the United States mission to
the Republic of Brazil, where he now is, Hon.
E. H. Conger of Iowa, who liad previously been
appointed to the Brazilian mission, being transferred to Pekin.

BRYAN, Thomas Barbour, lawyer and
estate operator,

Dec.

was born

22,

side

age of twenty-one, settled in Cincinnati. In
1852 he came to Chicago, where he acquired extensive

real estate

interests

and

built

Bryan

which became a popular place for entertainments. Being a gifted speaker, as well
as a zealous Unionist, Mr. Bryan was chosen
to deliver the address of welcome to Senator
Douglas, when that statesman returned to
Chicago a few weeks before his death in 1861.
Hall,

During the progress of the war he devoted his
time and his means most generously to fitting out
soldiers for the field and caring for the sick and
wovmded. His services as President of the great
Sanitary Fair in Chicago (1865), where some
§300,000 were cleared for disabled soldiers, were
At this time he became
especially conspicuous.
the purchaser (at §3,000) of the original copy of
President Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation,
which had been donated to the cause. He also
rendered valuable service after the fire of 1871,
though a heavy sufferer from that event, and was
a leading factor in securing the location of the

BRYANT, John Howard,

pioneer, brother of

William CuUen Bryant, the poet, was born in
Cummington, Mass., July 22, 1807, educated at
the Rensselaer Polyteclmic Institute in Troy,
N. Y, removed to Illinois in 1831, and held various offices in Bureau County, including that of
Representative in the General Assembly, to which
he was elected in 1842, and again in 1858. A
practical and enterprising farmer, he was identified with the Illinois State Agricultural Society
in its early history, as also with the movement
which resulted in the establishment of industrial
colleges in the various States,
He was one of the
founders of the Republican party and a warm
personal friend of President Lincoln, being a
member of the first Republican State Convention
at Bloomington in 1856, and serving as Collector
of Internal Revenue bj' appointment of Mr. Lincoln in 1862 64. In 1872 Mr. Bryant jomed in the
Liberal Republican movement at Cincinnati, two
;

;
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years later was identified with the "Independent
Reform" party, but has since cooperated with
the Democratic party. He has produced two
volumes of poems, published, respectively, in 18.5.5

and

number

1885, besides a

His home

BUCK,

of public addres.ses.

Bureau County.
Hiram, clergyman, was born in Steuis

at Princeton,

ben County, X. Y., in 1818; joined tlie Illinois
Methodist Episcopal Conference in 1843, and continued in its service for nearly fifty years, being
much of the time a Presiding Elder. At his
death he bequeathed a considerable sum to the
endowment funds of the Wesleyan University at
Bloomington and the Illinois Conference College
Died at Decatur, 111., August
at Jacksonville.
22, 1892.

BUDA,
tion of

&

a town in Bureau County, at the junctwo branches of the Chicago, Burlington

Quinc}- Railroad, twelve miles southwest of

Princeton (the country-seat), and 118 miles westsouthwest of Chicago. It has several churches,
Dairying is exa bank and a newspaper office
tensively carried on in tlie surrounding region,
and Buda has a good sized creamery. Beds of
clay abound, and brick and tile are manufactured
There are also iron works and a manuhere.
factory of railroad supplies.

Population (1880),

BUFORD, Napoleon Bonaparte, banker and
soldier, was born in Woodford County, Ky., Jan.
13, 1807; graduated at West Point Military Academy, 1827. and served for some time as Lieutenant
of Artillery; entered Harvard Law School in
1831, served as ^Vssistant Professor of Natural and
Experimental Philosophy there (1834-35), then
resigned his commission, and, after some service
as an engineer upon public works in Kentucky,
established himself as an iron-foimder and banker
in 1857 becoming President
& Peoria Railroad. In 1861
service, as Colonel of
volunteer
he entered the
the Twenty-seventh Illinois, serving at variou.s
Kentucky
and Tennessee, as
points in Western
also in the siege of Vicksburg, and at Helena,

at

Rock Island, 111
Rock Island

,

of the

Ark., where he was in command from SeptemMarch, 1865. In the meantime, by
promotion, he attained to the rank of MajorGeneral by brevet, being mustered out in August,
1865.
He subsequently held the post of Special
United States Commissioner of Indian Affairs
(1868), and that of Inspector of the Union Pacific
Railroad (1867-69). Died, March 28, 1883.
BULKLET, (Kev.) Justus, educator, was born
at Leicester, Livingston Count}-, N. Y., July 23,
1819, taken to Allegany County, N. Y., at 3
ber, 18G3, to

when he accepted the pastorship of a
church at Carrollton, which he continued to fill
nine years, when, in 1864, he was called to a
church at Upper Alton. At the expiration of
one year he was again called to a professorship
in Shurtleff College, this time taking the chair of
Church History and Church Polity, which he

years,

continued to

fill for a period of thirty-four years
Acting President during a vacancy in that office. During this period
he was frequently called upon to preside as 5Ioderator at General Associations of the Baptist
Church, and he became widely known, not only
in that denomination, but elsewhere. Died at

also serving for a time as

Upper Alton, Jan.

778, (1890), 990.
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years of age, where he remained until 17, attending school in a log school-house in the winter and
working on a farm in the summer. His family
then removed to Illinois, finally locating at
Barry, Pike County. In 1842 he entered the
preparatory department of Shurtleff College at
Upper Alton, graduating there in 1847. He was
immediately made Principal of the preparatory
department, remaining two years, when he was
ordained to the Baptist ministry and became
pastor of a church at Jerseyville. Four years
later he was appointed Professor of Mathematics
in Shurtleff College, but remained only two

16, 1899.

banker, Quincy, 111., was bom
Conn., March 21, 1819, being the
of
Lorenzo
and Elizabeth Goodwin
eldest son
Bull.
His ancestors on both sides were of the
party who, under Thomas Hooker, moved from
the vicinity of Boston and settled Hartford in
Leaving Hartford in the spring of 1833, he
1634.
arrived at Quincy, 111., entirely without means,
but soon after secured a position witli Judge
Henry H. Snow, who then held most of the
county offices, being Clerk of the County Commissioners' Court, Clerk of the Circuit Court,
Recorder, Judge of Probate, Notary Public and
Justice of the Peace. Here the young clerk
made himself acquainted with the people of the
county (at that time few in number), with the
land-system of the country and with the legal
forms and methods of procedure in the courts.
He remained with Judge Snow over two )'ears,
receiving for his services, the first year, six dollars per month, and, for the second, ten dollars
per month, besides his board in Judge Snow's
family.
He next accepted a situation with
Messrs. Holmes, Brown & Co., then one of the
most prominent mercantile houses of the city,
remaining through various changes of the firm
until 1844, when he formed a partnership with

BULL, Lorenzo,

in Hartford,
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his brother under the firm

name

of L.

&

C.

II.

Bull, and opened a store for the sale of hardware
and crockery, which was the first attempt made
in Quincy to separate the mercantile business

Disposing of their
into different departments.
business in 1861, the firm of L. & C. H. Bull
in the private banking business, which
they continued in one location for about thirty
when they organized the State Savings
Loan & Trust Company^ in which he held the
position of President until 1898, when he retired.
Mr. Bull has always been active in promoting the
improvement and growth of the city was one of
the five persons who built most of the horse railroads in Quincy, and was, for about twenty years,
The Quincy waterPresident of the Company.
works are now (1898) owned entirely by himself
and his son. He has never sought or held political
office, but at one time was the active President of

embarked
years,

,

five distinct business corporations.

He was

also

some five years one of tlie Trustees of Illinois
College at Jacksonville. He was married in 1844
to Miss Margaret H. Benedict, daughter of Dr.
Wm. M. Benedict, of Milbury, Mass., and tliey
have five children now living. In politics he is a
Republican, and his religious associations are with
for

—

Charles Henry
Congregational Church.
brother of the preceding, was born in
Conn., Dec. 16. 1823, and removed
He commenced
to Quincy, 111., in June, 1837.
business as a clerk in a general store, where
he remained for seven years, when he entered
into partnership with his brother, Lorenzo Bull,
in the hardware and crockery business, to
which was subsequently added dealing in
This business was
agricultural implements.
continued until the year 1861, when it was
sold out, and the brothers established themselves as private bankers under the same firm
name. A few years later they organized the
Merchants' and Farmers" National Bank, which
the

(Bull),

Hartford,

was mainly owned and altogether managed by
Five or six years later this bank vv-as

them.

up, when they returned to private bankcontinuing in this business until 1891, when

wound
ing,

was merged in the State Savings Loan
Trust Company, organized under the laws
it

was one

of the parties

who

&

originally organized

Railroad Comto be built from
Quincy, 111., across the State of Missoiiri to
Brownsville, Neb., and of which he is now
(1898) the President, the name having been
changed to the Quincy, Omaha & Kansas City
Railway. He was also identified with the construction of the system of street railways in
Quincy, and continued active in their management for about twenty years. He has been
active in various other public and private enterprises, and has done much to advance the growth
and prosperity of the city.
BUNKER HILL, a city in Macoupin County,
founded in 1836, on the Cleveland, Cincinnati,
Chicago & St. Louis Railroad, 37 miles northeast
of St. Louis, Mo. The city has flourishing mills
and a coal mine, several churches, a public school
and an academy. The surrounding region is
noted for stock and dairy farming and for the
raising of fruit and grain. It is the largest milk
producing point tributary to St. Louis. Populathe Quincy,

Missouri

pany

—a road intended

in 1869

Pacific

tion (1880), 1,441; (1890), 1,269; (1893),

by school

census, 1,340.

BUNN,

Jacob, banker and manufacturer, was
born in Hunterdon County, N. J., in 1814; came
to Springfield in 1836, and, four years later, began
business as a grocer, to which he afterwards
added that of private banking, continuing until
1878,
During a part of this time his bank was
one of the best known and widely regarded as
one of the most solid institutions of its kind in
the State. Though crippled by the financial
revulsion of 1873-74 and forced investments in
depreciated real estate, he paid dollar for dollar.
After retiring from banking in 1878, he assumed
charge of the Springfield "Watch Factory, in
which he was a large stockliolder, and of which
he became the President.
!Mr. Bunn was, between 1866 and 1870, a principal stockholder in
"The Chicago Republican'" (the predecessor of
"The Inter-Ocean""), and was one of the bankers
wlio came to the aid of the State Government with
financial assistance at the beginning of the Civil

&

War. Died at Springfield, Oct.

of

(Bunn), brother of the preceding and successor
& J. W. Bimn, has
been a prominent business man of Springfield,
and served as Treasurer of the State Agricultural
Board from 1858 to 1898, and of the Illinois University from its establishment to 1893.
BUNSEN, George, German patriot and educator, was born at Frankfort-on-the-Maine, Germany, Feb. 18, 1794, and educated in his native

with a capital of §300,000, held equally
by Lorenzo Bull, Charles H. Bull and Edward J.
Illinois

Parker, respectively, as President, Vice-President and Cashier. Near the close of 1898 the
First National Bank of Quincy was merged into
the State Savings Loan & Trust Company with
J. H. Warfield, the President of the former, as
President of the consolidated concern. Mr. Bull

to the grocery business of J.

16,

1897.— John

W-
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and

University;

ist.

fort, which he maintained fourteen years, when,
having been implicated in the republican revolu
tion of 1833, he was forced to leave the country,
locating the following year on a farm in St. Clair
County, 111. Here he finally became a teacher in

County in

at

Berlin

wliile

still

the public schools, served in the State Constitutional Convention of 1847. was elected School
Commissioner of St. Clair County, and, having
removed to Belleville in LS.')"), there conducted a
private school for the instruction of teachers
while discharging the duties of his office: later
was appointed a member of the first State School
Board, serving until 1800, and taking part in the
establishment of the Illinois State Normal Uni
He
versity, of which he was a zealous advocate.
was also a contributor to "The Illinois Teacher,"
and, for several years prior to his death, served
as Superintendent of Schools at Belleville without
compensation. Died, November, 1873.
BURCH.\RD, Horatio C, ex Congressman, was
born at Marshall, Oneida Count)'. N. Y.. Sept. 23,
183.); graduated at Hamilton College, N. Y., in
1850, and later removed to Stephenson County,
111.,

making

sion he

is

his

home

at

Freeport.

By

profes-

a lawyer, but he has been also largely

interested in mercantile pursuits.

From

18.57

to

1860 he was School Commissioner of Stephenson
County; from 1863 to 1866 a member of the State
Legislature, and from 1869 to 1879 a Representative in Congress, being each time elected as a
Republican, for the first time as the successor of
After retiring from Congress,
E. B. Washburne.
he served for six years (1879-8.5) as Director of the
Philadelphia, with marked
Mint
at
United States
During the World's Columbian Exposiability.
Mr. Burchard was in
Chicago
(1893),
tion at
charge of the Bureau of Awards in connection
with the Jlining Department, afterwards resum-

ing the practice of his profession at Freeport.
BURDETTE, Robert Jones, journalist and
humorist, was born in Greensborough, Pa., July
30, 1844. and taken to Peoria. 111., in early life,
where he was educated in the public schools. In
1862 he enlisted as a private in the Forty-seventh
Illinois Volunteers and served to the end of the
war adopted journalism in 1869, being employed
upon "Tlie Peoria Transcript" and other papers
of that city.
Later he became associated with
"The Burlington (Iowa) Hawkeye," upon which
he gained a wide reputation as a genial humor;
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Several volumes of his sketches have been
published, but in recent years he has devoted his
attention chiefly to lecturing, with occasional
contributions to the literary press.

a
student took part in the Peninsular War whicli
resulted in the downfall of Napoleon, but resuming his studies in 1816, graduated three years
He then founded a boys' scliool at Franklater.
city

BUREAU COUNTY,

.set

off

from

Putnam

1837. near the center of the northern
the State, Princeton being made the
county-seat. Coal had been discovered in 1834,
there being considerable quantities mined at
Jlineral and Selby.
Sheffield also has an impor-

half

of

Public lands were offered for sale
and by 1844 had been nearly all
Princeton was platted in 1833, and, in 1890,
contained a population of 3, 396. The comity has
an area of 870 square miles, and, according to the
census of 1890, a population of 35.014. The pioneer settler was Henry Thomas, who erected the
first cabin, in Bureau township, in 1838.
He was
soon followed by the Anient brothers (Edward,
Justus and John L. ) and for a time settlers came
in rapid succession, among the earliest being
Amos Leonard, Daniel Dimmick, John Hall,
William Hoskins, Timothy Perkins, Leonard
Roth,
Bulbona and John Dixon. Serious
Indian disturbances in 1831 caused a hegira of
the settlers, some of whom never retm-ned. In
1833 a fort was erected for the protection of the
whites, and, in 1836, there began a new and large
influ.x of immigrants.
Among other early settlers were John H. and Arthur Bryant, brothers
of the poet, ^Villiam Cullen Brvant.
tant coal trade.

as early as 1835,
sold.

,

BUREAU OF LABOR

STATISTICS,

estab-

lished in 1879, being an outgrowth of the agitation
and discontent among the laboring classes, which
culminated in 1877-78. The Board consists of
five Commissioners, who serve for a nominal
compensation, their term of office being two
years.
They are nominated by the Executive
and confirmed by the Senate. The law requires
that three of them shall be manual laborers and
two employers of manual labor. The Bureau is
charged with the collection, compilation and

tabulation of statistics relative to labor in Illinois, particularly in its relation to the commercial, industrial, social, educational and sanitary

conditions of the working classes. The Commission is required to submit biennial reports.
Those already published contain much information of value concerning coal and lead mines,
convict labor, manufactures, strikes and lockouts, wages, rent, cost of
living, mortgage
indebtedness, and kindred topics.
BURGESS, Alexander, Protestant Episcopal
Bishop of the diocese of Quincy, was born at
Providence, R. I., Oct. 31, 1819. He graduated
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from Brown University in 1838 and from the
General Theological Seminary (New York) in
1841.
He was made a Deacon, Nov. 3, 1843. and
ordained a priest, Nov. 1, 1843. Prior to his elevation to the episcopate he was rector of various
parishes in Maine, at Brooklyn, N. Y., and at

He represented the dioceses
Long Island and Massachusetts in the
General Conventions of the Protestant Episcopal
Springfield, Mass.

of Maine,

Church from 1844 to 1877, and, in the latter year,
was President of the House of Deputies. Upon
the death of his brother George, Bishop of Maine,
he was chosen by the clergj- of the diocese to sucWhen the diocese of
ceed him but declined
Quincy. 111. was created, he was elected its first
Bishop, and consecrated at Christ Church, SpringBesides publishing
field, Mass on May 15, 1878.
a memoir of his brother. Bishop Burgess is the
author of several Sunday-school question books,
carols and hymns, and has been a contributor to
periodical church literature. His residence is at
.

BURLET, Arthur

Gilman, merchant, was born

at Exeter, N. H., Oct.

4,

1813, received his edu-

cation in the local schools, and, in 1835, came
West, locating in Chicago. For some two years
he served as clerk in the boot, shoe and clothing
store of John Holbrook, after which he accepted
a position with his half-brother, Stephen F. Gale,
the proprietor of the first book and stationery
In 1838 he invested his savings
store in Chicago.
in a bankrupt stock of crockery, purchased from
the old State Bank, and entered upon a business
career which was continued uninterruptedly for
nearly sixty years. In that time Mr. Burley
built up a business which, for its extent and
success, was unsurpassed in its time in the West.
His brother in-law, Mr. John Tyrrell, became a

member

of the firm in 1853, the business there-

after being conducted imder the name of Burley
Tyrrell, with Mr. Burley as President of the

&

his death, which occurred, August
1897.— Augustus Harris (Burley), brother of
the preceding, was born at Exeter, N. H., March
38, 1819 was educated in the schools of his native
State, and, in his youth, was employed for a
time as a clerk in Boston. In 1837 he came to
Chicago and took a position as clerk or salesman

Company until
37,

;

in the

book and stationery store of his

brother, Stephen F. Gale, subsequently

half-

became a

partner, and, on the retirement of Jlr. Gale a

few years later, succeeded to the control of the
In 1857 he disposed of his book and
stationery business, and about the same time
became one of the founders of the Merchants'
business.

Loan and Trust Company, with which he has
been connected as a Director ever since.

Mr.

Burley was a member of the volunteer fire department organized in Chicago in 1841 Among the
numerous public positions held by him may be
mentioned, member of the Board of Public Works
(1867-70), the first Superintendent of Lincoln Park
(1869). Representative from Cook County in the

Twenty-seventh General Assembly (1870-73), City
Comptroller during the administration of Mayor
Medill (1873-73), and again undar Mayor Roche
(1887), and member of the City Council (1881-83).
Politically, Mr Burley has been a zealous Republican and served on the Chicago Union Defense
Committee in the first year of the Civil War, and
was a delegate from the State-at-large to the
National Republican Convention at Baltimore in
1864, which nominated Abraham Lincoln for the
Presidency a second time.
BURNHAM, Daniel Hudson, architect, was
born at Henderson, N. Y., Sept. 4, 1846; came to
Chicago at 9 years of age; attended private
schools and the Chicago High School, after which
he spent two years at Waltham, Mass. receiving
special instruction returning to Chicago in 1867,
he was afterwards associated with various firms.
About 1873 he formed a business connection with
J. W. Root, architect, which extended to the
death of the latter in 1891. The firm of Burnham
& Root furnished the plans of a large number of
the most conspicuous business buildings in Chicago, but won their greatest distinction in connection with the construction of buildings for the
World's Columbian Exposition, of which Mr.
Root was Supervising Architect previous to his
death, while Mr. Burnham was made Chief of
Construction and, later, Director of Works. In
this capacity his authority was almost absolute,
but was used with a discretion that contributed
greatly to the success of the enterprise.
BURR, Albert G., former Congressman, was
born in Genesee County, N. Y., Nov. 8, 1839:
came to Illinois about 1833 with his widowed
mother, who settled in Springfield. In early life
he became a citizen of Winchester, where he read
law and was admitted to the bar, also, for a time,
following the occupation of a printer. Here he
was twice elected to the lower house of the General Assembly (1860 and 1863), meanwhile serving
as a member of the State Constitutional ConvenHaving removed to CarroUton.
tion of 1863.
Greene County, he was elected as a Democrat to
the Fortieth and Forty-first Congresses (1866 and
In August,
1868), serving until March 4, 1871.
1877, he was elected Circuit Judge to fill a
.

;

;

IIISTOIUC'AL
vacancy and was re-elected
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for the regular

term

in June, 1879, but died in office, June 10, 18S3.
BURRELL, Orlando, member of Congress, was
born in Bradford County, Pa. removed with his
parents to White County, 111., in 183-1, growing
up on a farm near Carmi; received a conmion
school education; in 18.iO went to California,
driving an ox-team across the plains. Soon after
the beginning of the Civil War (1861) he raised a
company of cavalry, of which he was elected
Captain, and which became a part of the First
served as County
Regiment Illinois Cavahy
;

;

Judge from 1873 to

1881,

and was elected Sheriff

In 1894 he was elected Representative
in Congress as a Republican from the Twentieth
District, composed of counties which formerly
constituted a large part of the old Nineteenth
in 1886.

District, and which had uniformly been represented by a Democrat. He suffered defeat as a
candidate for re-election in 1896.

BURROUGHS, John

Curtis, clergyman and
was born in Stamford, N. Y., Dec. 7,
graduated at Yale College in 1842, and
Madison Theological Seminary in 1846. After
five years spent as pastor of Baptist churches at
Waterford and West Troy, N. Y., in 1852 he

educator,
1818;

assumed the pastorate of the First Baptist Church
of Chicago about 18.56 was elected to the presidency of the Chicago University, then just
having previously declined the
established,
presidency of Shurtleff College at Upper Alton.
;

Resigning his position in 1874, he soon afteibecame a member of the Chicago Board of Education, and. in 1884,

was elected Assistant Super-

intendent of Public Schools of that

city,

serving

until his death, April 21, 1892.

BUSEY, Samuel

T.,

banker and ex-Congre.ss-

man, was born at Greencastle, Ind., Nov. 10,
1835; in infancy was brought by his parents to
Urbana, 111., where he was educated and has
since resided. From 1857 to 1859 he was engaged
in

mercantile

pursuits,

but

during

1860-61

attended^ a commercial college and read law.

In

was chosen Town Collector, but resigned
to enter the Union Army, being commissioned
Second Lieutenant by Governor Yates, and
assigned to recruiting service. Having aided in
1862 he

the organization of the Seventy-sixth Illinois
Volunteers, he was commissioned its LieutenantColonel, August 12, 1862 was afterward promoted
to the colonelcy, and mustered out of service at
Chicago, AugVLst 6, 1865, with the rank of Brevet
Brigadier-General. In 1866 he was an unsucce.ssful candidate for the General Asseml ly on the
Democratic ticket, and for Trustee (jf the State
;

ILLINOIS.
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University in 1888. From 1880 to is.so he was
JIayor and President of the Board of Education
of Urbana.
In 1867 he opened a private bank,

which he conducted for twenty-one years. In
1890 he was elected to Congress from the Fifteenth Illinois District, defeating Joseph G. Can
non, Republican, by whom he was in turn
defeated for the same office in 1892.

BUSHNELL, a flourishing town inMcDonough
County, 10 miles by rail northeast of Macomb,
the county- seat. It is a railway junction, and
has important manufacturing interests. Wooden
pumps, metal wheels, flour, agricultural implements, wagons and carriages are among the
manufactm-es. Beds of excellent clay are found
in the neighborhood, and paving, common and
fancy brick are made in large quantities. It has
two banks, two newspajjer offices, a public library,
seven or eight churches, graded public and high
schools, and is the seat of the Western Normal
College. Population (1880), 2,316; (1890), 2, 314.
BUSHNELL, Xeheniiah, lawyer, was born in
the town of Westbrook, Conn., Oct. 9, 1813;
graduated at Yale College iu 1835, studied law
and was admitted to the bar in 1837, coming in
December of the same year to Quincy, 111., where,
for a time, he assi.sted in editing "The Whig"
of that city, later forming a partnership with
O. H. Browning, which was never fully broken
until his death.
In his practice he gave nuich
attention to land titles in the "Military Tract"
in 1851 was President of the portion of the Northern Cross Railroad between Quincy and Galesburg (now a part of the Chicago, Burlington &
Quincy) and later of the Quincy Bridge Company
and the Quincy & Palmyra (Mo.) Railroad. In
1872 he was elected by the Republicans tlio
"minority"" Representative from Adams County
in the Twenty-eighth General Assembly, but
died during the succeeding session, Jan. 31, 1873.
He was able, high minded and honorable in public
,

and private

life.

BUSHNELL, Wasliington, lawyer and Attorney-General, was born in Madison County, N. Y.,
Sept. 30, 1825; in 1837 came with his father to
Lisbon, Kendall County, 111., where he worked on
a farm and taught at times studied law at Poughkeepsie, X. Y., was admitted to the bar and
established himself in practice at Ottawa, III.
The public positions held by him were those of
State Senator for La Salle County (1861-69) and
;

Attorney General (1869-73); was also a member
of the Republican National Convention of 1804.
besides being identified with various business
enterprises at Ottawa.
Died, Jime 30, 1885.

—
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William, State Treasurer, was born
in Adair County, Ky., Dec. 15, 1797; during the
war of 1812, at the age of 16 years, served as the
messenger of the Governor of Kentucky, carrying
dispatches to Gen. William Henry Harrison in
the field; removed to Sangamon County. 111., in
1838, and, in 1836, was appointed Clerk of the
In
Circuit Court by Judge Stephen T. Logan.
1859 he served as foreman of the Grand Jury
which investigated the "canal scrip frauds"
charged against ex-Governor Matteson. and it
was largely through his influence tliat the proceedings of that body were subsequently pubDuring the same year
lished in an official form.
Governor Bissell appointed liim State Treasurer
to fill a vacancy caused by the resignation of
James Miller, and he was elected to the same
Mr. Butler was an ardent supoffice in 1860.
porter of Abraham Lincoln, whom he efficiently
befriended in the early struggles of the latter

BUTLER,

in Springfield.

He died

in Springfield. Jan. 11.

1876.

BUTTERFIELD,

Justin, early

lawyer,

was

born at Keene, N. II., in 1790. He studied at
Williams College, and was admitted to the bar
After some years
at Watertown, X. Y., in 1812.
devoted to practice at Adams and at Sacketfs
Orleans, where
New
Harbor, N. Y., he removed to
he attained a high rank at the bar. In 1835 he
and
soon
became
a leader in
Chicago
settled in
his profession there also. In 1841 he was appointed
District
AtHarrison
United
States
by President
torney for the District of Illinois, and, in 1849, by
President Taylor Commissioner of the General
Land Office, one of his chief competitors for the
This dislatter place being Abraham Lincoln.
tinction he probably owed to the personal influence of Daniel Webster, then Secretary of State,

whom Mr. Butterfield was a per.sonal friend
While Commissioner, he
rendered valuable service to the State in securing
the canal land grant. As a lawyer he was logical
and resourceful, as well as witty and quick at
repartee, yet his chief strength lay before the
Court rather than the jury. Numerous stories
are told of his brilliant sallies at the bar and
elsewhere. One of the former relates to his
address before Judge Nathaniel Pope, of the
United States Court at Springfield, in a habeascorpus case to secure the release of Joseph Smith,
the Jlormon prophet, who was under arrest under
the charge of complicity in an attempt to assassinate Governor Boggs of Missouri. Rising to begin

of

and warm admirer.

Mr. Butterfield said: "I am to
address the Pope" (bowing to the Court), "surhis argiunent.

rounded by angels" (bowing

still

lower to a party

of ladies in the audience), "in the presence of
the holy apostles, in behalf of the prophet of

the Lord. " On another occasion, being asked if
he was opposed to the war with Mexico, he
replied,
"I opposed one war" meaning his
opposition as a Federalist to the War of 1812
"but learned the folly of it. Henceforth I am for
war, pestilence and famine." He died, Oct. 25,

—

185.5.

BYFORD, William H., physician and author,
was born at Eaton, Ohio, March 20, 1817; in 1830
came with his widowed mother to Crawford
County, III., and began learning the tailor's
trade at Palestine; later studied medicine at
Vincennes and practiced at different points in
Indiana. Meanwhile, having graduated at the
Ohio Medical College. Cincinnati, in 1850, he
assumed a professorship in a Medical College at
Evansville, Ind., also editing a medical journal.
In 1857 he removed to Chicago, where he accepted a chair in Rush Medical College, but two
years later became one of the founders of the
Chicago Medical College, where he remained
twenty years. He then (1879) returned to Rush,
assuming the chair of Gynecology. In 1870 he
assisted in founding the Woman's Medical College of Chicago, remaining President of the
Faculty and Board of Trustees until his death,
May 21, 1890. He published a number of medical
works which are regarded as standard by the
profession, besides acting as associate of Dr. N. S.
Davis in the editorship of "The Chicago Medical
Journal" and as editor-in-chief of "The Medical
Journal and Examiner," the successor of the
former. Dr. Byford was held in the highest
esteem as a physician and a man, both by the
general public and his professional associates.

BYRON,

a village of Ogle County, on Rock

River, at the intersection of the Chicago & Great
Western and the Chicago, Milwaukee & St Paul
Railways, 83 miles west-northwest from Chicago.
It is the center of a farming and dairying disPopulation
trict; has banks and a newspaper.
(1890), 698.

CABLE,

a town in Mercer County, on the Rock
Peoria Railroad, 26 miles south by east
Island.
Coal-mining is the principal
industry, but there are also tile works, a good
quality of clay for manufacturing purposes being
found in abundance. Population (1880), 573;
Island

&

from Rock

(1890), 1,270.

CABLE, Benjamin
was born

in

T., capitalist

and

politician,

Georgetown, Scott County, Ky..

;
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August

11, 1853.

When

his father's family

he was three years old

removed

to

Rock

Island,

111.,

where he has since resided. After passing
through the Rock Island public schools, he matriculated at the University of Michigan, graduating
in June, 1876.
He owns extensive ranch and
manufacturing property, and is reputed wealthy
is also an active Democratic politician, and influential in his party, having been a member of both
the National and State Central Committees. In
1890 he was elected to Congress from the Eleventh
Illinois District, but since 1893 has held no public
office.

CABLE, Ransom E., railway manager, was
in Athens County, Ohio, Sept. 23, 1834.
His early training was mainly of the practical
sort, and by the time he was 17 years old he was
actively employed as a lumberman. In 18.57 he
removed to Illinois, first devoting his attention
to coal mining in the neighborhood of Rock
Island.
Later he became interested in the projection and management of railroads, being in
turn Superintendent, Vice-President and President of the Rock Island & Peoria Railroad. His
next position was that of General Manager of the
Rockford, Rock Island & .St. Louis Railroad. His
experience in these positions rendered him familiar with both the scope and the details of railroad
management, while his success brought him to
the favorable notice of those who controlled railway interests all over the country. In 1876 he
was elected a Director of the Chicago, Rock
Island & Pacific Railway. In connection with
this company he has held, successively, the
Viorn
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Descendants of the early French settlers
make up a considerable portion of the present
population. The site of the old town is on the
line of the Baltimore & Ohio Southwestern Railroad, about four miles from East St. Louis.
Some of the most remarkable Indian mounds in
the Mississippi Valley, known as "the Cahokia
Mounds, " are located in the vicinity. (See MoundBuihhrs. Works of the.)
CAIRXES, Abraham, a native of Kentucky, in
1816 settled in that part of Crawford County, 111.,
which was embraced in Lawrence County on the
organization of the latter in 1821. Mr. Cairnes
was a member of the House for Crawford County
in the Second General Assembly (1820-23), and
for Lawrence County in the Third (1822-24), in
the latter voting against the pro-slavery Convention
scheme. He removed from Lawrence
County to some point on the Mississippi River in
1826, but further details of his history are unat 100.

known.
CAIRO, the county-seat of Alexander Coimty,
and the most important river point between St.
Louis and Memphis. Its first charter was obtained from the Territorial Legislature by Shadrach Bond (afterwards Governor of Illinois) John
G. Comyges and others, who incorporated the
"City and Bank of Cairo. " The company entered
about 1,800 aeres, but upon the death of Mr. Comyges, the land reverted to tlie Government.
The
forfeited tract was re-enttred in 183.5 by Sidney
Breese and others, who later transferred it to the
"Cairo City and Canal Company," a corporation
chartered in 1837, which, by purcliase, increased
,

holdings to 10,000 acres.

offices of Vice-President, Assistant to the Presi-

its

dent, General Manager and President, being chief
executive officer since 1880. (See Chicago. Rock
Island & Pacific Railicay.)
CAHOKIA, the first permanent white settle-

said to have erected the

ment

front a substantial levee, eighty feet wide. During the Civil War Cairo was an important base
for military operations. Its population, according
to the census of 1890, was 10,324.
(See also Alexander County.)

French colonial times,
French Jesuit misTamaroas
to which they gave the name of

in Illinois, and, in

one of

its

principal towns.

sionaries established the mission of the

here in 1700,
"Sainte Famille de Caoquias," antedating the
settlement at Kaskaskia of the same year by a
few months. Cahokia and Kaskaskia were
jointlj' made the county -seats of St. Clair County,
when that county was organized by Governor St.
Clair in 1790.
Five years later, when Randolph

County was

set

oflf

from

St. Clair,

Cahokia was

continued as the county-seat of the parent
county, so remaining until the removal of the
seat of justice to Belleville in 1814.
Like its
early rival, Kaskaskia, it has dwindled in importance mitil, in 1890, its population was estimated

Peter Stapleton

is

first house, and John
second, within the town limits. In
consideration of certain privileges, the Illinois
Central Railroad has erected around the water

Hawley the

CAIRO BRIDGE, THE, one

of the triumphs of

modern engineering, erected by the
tral Railroad

Illinois

Cen-

Company

across the Oliio River,
opposite the city of Cairo. It is the longest
metallic bridge across a river in the world, being
thirty three feet longer than the Tay Bridge, in

Scotland. The %vork of construction was begun,
July 1, 1887, and uninteiTuptedly jirosecuted for
twenty-seven months, being completed, Oct. 29,
1889.

ten

The

first

train to cross

locomotives

coupled

it

was made up of
The ap-

together.

—

"
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preaches from both the Illinois and Kentucky
shores consist of iron viaducts and well-braced
timber trestles. The Illinois viaduct approach
consists of seventeen spans of 150 feet each, and
one span of 106 '4 feet. All these rest on cylinder piers filled with concrete, and are additionally
supported by piles driven within the cylinders.
The viaduct on the Kentucky shore is of similar
general construction. The total number of spans
twenty -one being of 150 feet each,
is twenty -two
and one of 106>4 feet. The total length of the
metal work, from end to end, is 10,650 feet,
including that of the bridge proper, which is
4.644 feet. The latter consists of nine through
spans and three deck spans. The through spans
rest on ten first-class masonry piers on pneumatic
foundations. The total length of the bridge,
including the timber trestles, is 20,461 feet about
Four-fifths of the Illinois trestle
Sys miles.
work has been filled in with earth, while that on
the southern shore has been virtually replaced by
an embankment since the completion of the
The bridge proper stands 104.43 feet in
bridge.
the clear above low water, and from the deepest
foundation to the top of the highest iron work is
348.94 feet. The total cost of the work, including
the filling and embankment of the trestles, has
been (1895) between .$3,350,000 and $3,500,000.

—

—

CAIRO, VINCENNES

ROAD,

& CHICAGO RAIL-

a division of the Cleveland, Cincinnati,
& St. Louis Railway, extending from

Chicago

Danville to Cairo (361 miles), with a branch nine
miles in length from St. Francisville, 111., to Vincennes, Ind. It was chartered as the Cairo &
Vincennes Railroad in 1867, completed in 1872,

placed in the hands of a receiver in 1874, sold
under foreclosm-e in January, 1880, and for some
time operated as the Cairo Division of the
Wabash, St. Louis & Pacific Railway. In 1889,
liaving been surrendered by the Wabash, St.
Louis & Pacific Railway, it was united with the
Danville & Southwestern Railroad, reorganized as
the Cairo, Vincennes & Chicago Railroad, and,
in 1890, leased to the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis Railway, of which it is known
as the "Cairo Division." (See Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis Railivay.)

ST. LOUIS RAILROAD. (See St.
Cairo Railroad and Mobile & Ohio Rail-

CAIRO &
Louis
way. )

&

CAIRO & VINCENNES RAILROAD.

(See

Chicago Railroad.)
George, early physician
and legislator (the name is spelled both Cad well
and Caldwell in the early records), was born at
Cairo, Vincennes

CALDWELL,

<£•

(Dr.)

Wethersfield, Conn., Feb. 31, 1773, and received
his literary education at Hartford,

fessional at Rutland, Vt.

and

his pro-

He married a daughter

Matthew Lyon, who was a native of
Ireland, and who served two terms in Congress
from Vermont, four from Kentucky (1803-11),
and was elected the first Delegate in Congress

of Hon.

from Arkansas Territory, but died before taking
Lyon was also a resihis seat in August, 1833.
dent for a time of St. Louis, and was a candidate
for Delegate to Congress from Missouri Territory,
but defeated by Edward Hempstead (see HempDr. Caldwell descended the
stead, Edward).
Ohio River in 1799 in company with Lyon's
family and his brother-in-law, John Messinger
(see Messinger, John), who afterwards became a
prominent citizen of St. Clair County, the party
locating at Eddyville, Ky. In 1802, Caldwell
and Messinger removed to Illinois, landing near
old Fort Chartres, and remained some time in
the American Bottom. The former finally
located on the banks of the Mississippi a few
miles above St. Louis, where he practiced his

and held various public offices, including those of Justice of the Peace and County
Judge for St. Clair County, as also for Madison
County after the organization of the latter. He
served as State Senator from Madison County
in the First and Second General Assemblies
(1818-33), and, having removed in 1830 within the
limits of what is now Morgan County (but still
earlier embraced in Greene), in 1833 was elected
to the Senate for Greene and Pike Counties
the latter at that time embracing all the northern
and northwestern part of the State, including
During the following sesthe county of Cook.
sion of the Legislature he was a sturdy opponent
of the scheme to make Illinois a slave State. His
home in Morgan County was in a locality known
as "Swinerton's Point," a few miles west of
Jacksonville, where he died, August 1, 1826.
Dr. Caldwell (or
(See Slavery and Slave Lairs. )
Cadwell, as he was widely known) commanded
a high degree of re.spect among early residents of
Illinois.
Governor Reynolds, in his "Pioneer
profession

of Illinois," says of him: "He was
in his public and private life,
was a respectable physician, and always
maintained an unblemished character.
CALHOUN, John, pioneer printer and editor,
was born at Watertown, N. Y., April 14, 1808;
learned the printing trade and practiced it in his

History

moral and correct
.

.

.

native town, also working iu a type-foundry in
Albany and as a compositor in Troy. In the fall
of 1833 he

came

to Chicago, bringing

with him
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weekly paper,
began the issue of "The Chicago

outfit for the publication of a

an
and, on Nov. 2G,
Democrat" the first paper ever published in that
Mr. Calhoun retained the management of
city.

—

it in NovemJohn Wentworth, who conducted it
by "The Tribune" in July,
Mr. Calhoun afterwards served as County

the paper three years, tran.sferring
ber, 1836, to

until its absorption
1801.

Treasurer,

still

later as Collector, and, finally, as

agent of the Illinois Central Railroad in procuring right of way for the construction of its lines.
Died in Chicago, Feb. 20, 1859.
CALHOUX, John, siu-veyor and politician, was
born in Boston, Mass., Oct. 14, 1806; removed to
Springfield. 111., in 1830, served in the Black
Hawk War and was soon after appointed County
Surveyor. It was under Mr. Calhoun, and by his
appointment, that Abraham Lincoln served for
some time as Deputy Surveyor of Sangamon
County. In 1838 Calhoun was chosen Representative in the General Assembly, but was defeated
in 1840, though elected Clerk of the House at the
following session. He was a Democratic PresiElector in 1844, was an vmsuccessful
candidate for the nomination for Governor in
1846, and, for three terms (1849, '50 and '51),
served as Mayor of the city of Springfield. In
1852 he was defeated by Richard Yates (afterwards Governor and United States Senator), as a
candidate for Congress, but two years later was
appointed by President Pierce Surveyor-General
of Kansas, where he became discreditably conspicuous by his zeal in attempting to carry out
the policy of the Buchanan administration for
making Kansas a slave State especially in connection with the Lecompton Constitutional Convention, with the election of which he had much
Died at St.
to do, and over whicli he presided.
dential

—

Joseph, Mo., Oct

25, 1859.

CALHOUN, William

was born in
After residing at
various points in that State, his family removed
to Ohio, where he worked on a farm until 1864,
when he enlisted as a private in the Nineteenth
Ohio Volunteer Infantry, serving to the end of
the war. He participated in a number of severe
battles while with Sherman on the march against
Atlanta, returning with General Thomas to Nashville, Tenn.
During the last few months of the
war he served in Texas, being mustered out at
San Antonio in that State, though receiving his
final discharge at Columbus, Ohio.
After the
war he entered the Poland Union Seminary,
where he became the intimate personal friend of
Maj. William McKinley, who was elected to the
Pittsburg,

Pa.,

Oct.

5,

J., lawyer,
1847.
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Presidency in 1890. Having graduated at the
seminary, he came to Areola, Douglas County,
111., and began the study of law, later taking a
course in a law school in Chicago, after which he
was admitted to the bar (1875) and established
himself in practice at Danville as the partner of
the Hon. Joseph B. Mann. In 1883 Mr. Calhoun
was elected as a Republican to the lower branch
of the Thirty-third General Assembly and, during
the following session, proved himself one of the
ablest members of that body.
In May, 1897, Mr.
Calhoun was appointed by President McKinley a
special envoy to investigate the circumstances
attending the death of Dr. Ricardo Ruiz, a naturalized citizen of the United States who had
died while a prisoner in the hands of the Spaniards
during the rebellion then in progress in Cuba.
In 1898 he was appointed a member of the InterState Commerce Commission to succeed William

whose term had expired.
situated between the
Illinois Rivers, just above their
junction. It has an area of 260 square miles,
with a population (1890) of ~,G'>'2; was organized
in 1825 and named for John C. Calhoun.
Originally, the county was well timbered and the
early settlers were largely engaged in lumbering,
which tended to give the population more or less
R. Morrison,

CALHOUN COUNTY,

Mississippi

and

of a migratory character.

has been cleared

off,

Mucli of the timber
and the principal business

been agriculture, although coal
found and mined in paying quantities along

in later years has
is

Silver Creek.
ines

Tradition has

it

that the aborig-

found the precious metals in the bed of this
It was originally included within the

stream.

limits of the Military Tract set apart

for the
veterans of the War of 1812. The physical conformation of the county's surface exhibits some

Limestone bluffs, rising sometimes to the height of 200 feet, skirt the banks of
both rivers, while through the center of the
county runs a ridge dividing the two watersheds.
The side valleys and the top of the central ridge
are alike fertile. The bottom lands are very
rich, but are liable to inundation.
The countyseat and principal town is Hardin, with a populapeculiarities.

tion (1890) of 311.

CVLLAH.VN, Ethelbert, lawyer and legislator,
was born near Newark, Ohio, Deo. 17, 1829;
came to Crawford County, 111., in 1849, where he
farmed, taught school and edited, at different
"The Wabash Sentinel" and "The Marshall
Telegraph." He early identified himself with
the Republican party, and, in 1804, was the
Republican candidate for Congress in his distimes,

)

HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.

74

became a member

of the first State Board
Equalization by appointment of Governor
Oglesby in 1867; served in the lower house of the
General Assembly during tlie sessions of 1875, "91,
'93 and '95, and, in 1893-95, on a Joint Committee
to revise the State Revenue Laws. He was also
Presidential Elector in 1880, and again in 1888.
Mr. Callahan was admitted to the bar when past

trict

;

of

30 years of age, and was President of the State
Bar Association in 1889. His home is at Robinson.

CALUMET RIVER, a short stream the main
body of which is formed by tlie union of two
branches which come togetlier at the southern
boundary of the city of Cliioago, and which flows
into Lake Michigan a short distance north of the
Indiana State line. The eastern branch, known
as the Grand Calumet, flows in a westerly direction from Northwestern Indiana and imites with
the Little Calumet from the west, Z;4 miles from
the mouth of the main stream. From the southern limit of Chicago the general course of tlie
stream is north between Lake Calumet and Wolf
Lake, which it serves to drain. At its mouth,
Calumet Harbor has been constructed, wliich
admits of tlie entrance of vessels of heavj'
draught, and is a shipping and receiving
point of importance for heavy freight for
the Illinois Steel Works, the Pullman Palace
Car Works and other manufacturing establishments in that vicinity. The river is regarded as
a navigable stream, and has been dredged by the
General Government to a depth of twenty feet
and 200 feet wide for a distance of two miles,
with a depth of sixteen feet for the remainder of
the distance to the forks. The Calumet feeder
for the Illinois and Michigan Canal extends from
the west branch (or Little Calumet) to the canal
The stream
in the vicinity of Willow Springs.
was known to the early Frencli explorers as "tlie
Calimic," and was sometimes confounded by
them with the Chicago River.
CALUMET RIVER RAILROAD, a short line,
4.43 miles in length, lying wholly within Cook
County. The Pennsylvania Railroad Company
is the lessee, but the line is not operated at present
Its outstanding capital stock is §68,700.
(1898).
It has no funded debt, but has a floating debt of
$110 357, making a total capitalization of §185, 087.
This road extends from One Hundredth Street in
Chicago to Hegevi-isch, and was chartered in 1883.
(See Pennsylvania Railroad.)
CAMBRIDGE, the county-seat of Henry
County, about 160 miles southwest of Chicago,
on the Rock Island & Peoria Railroad. It is
situated in a fertile region chiefly devoted to

agriculture

and

stock-raising.

The

city

is

a

considerable grain market and has some manufactories.
Some coal is also mined. It has a
public library, two newspapers, banks, good
schools, and handsome public (county) buildings.

Population (1880), 1,203; (1890), United States
census report, 940; local census, 1,284.
CAMERON, James, Cumberland Presbyterian
minister and pioneer, was born in Kentucky in
1791,;came to Illinois in 1815, and, in 1818, settled
in Sangamon County.
In 1829 he is said to have
located where the town of New Salem (afterwards associated with the earlj' history of Abraham Lincoln) was built, and of which he and
James Rutledge were the founders. He is also
said to have officiated at the funeral of Ann
Rutledge, with whose memory Mr. Lincoln's
name has been tenderly a.ssociated by his biographers. Mr. Cameron subsequently removed
successively to Fulton County, 111., to Iowa and
to California, dying at a ripe old age, in the latter
State, about 1878.
CAMP DOUGLAS, a Federal military camp
established at Chicago early in the War of the
Rebellion, located betvs'een Thirty -first Street and
College Place, and Cottage Grove and Forest
Avenues. It was [originally designed and solely
used as a camp of instruction for new recruits.
Afterwards it was utilized as a place of confinement for Confederate prisoners of war. (For
plot to liberate the latter, together with other
similar prisoners in Illinois, see

Camp Douglas

Conspiracy.

CAMP DOUGLAS CONSPIRACY, a plot formed
1864 for the liberation of

the Confederate
at Chicago (in Camp Douglas),
Alton and Springfield. It was to be
but a preliminary step in the execution of a
design long cherished by the Confederate Government, viz., the seizing of the organized governments of Ohio, Indiana and Illinois, and the
formation of a Northwestern Confederacy,
through the cooperation of the "Sons of Lib(See Secret Treasonable Societies.) Three
erty."
peace commissioners (Jacob Thompson, C. C.
Clay and J. P. Holcomb), who had been sent
from Richmond to Canada, held frequent
conferences with leaders of the treasonable
organizations in the North, including Clement L.
Vallandigham, Bowles, of Indiana, and one
Charles Walsh, who was head of the movement

in

prisoners of

Rock

war

Island,

in Chicago,

vi-ith

a large

number

of allies in that

and scattered throughout the States. The
management of the affair was entrusted
to Capt. Thomas H. Hines. who had been second

city

general

IILSTOKICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OK ILLIXOI?
in oominancl to the rebel (ren. Joliii Morgan during his raid north of the Ohio River, while Col.

and G. St. Leger
were selected to

Vincent Jlarmaduke. of Missouri,

Englishman)
carry out the militarj- program. Hines followed
out his instructions with great zeal and labored
indefatigably. Thompson's duty was to disseminate incendiary treasonable literature, and
strengthen the timorous "Sons of Liberty" by
the use of argument and money, both he and his
agents being lavishly supplied with the latter.
There was to be a draft in July, 1864. and it was
determined to arm the ""Sons of Liberty" for
Grenfell

(an

resistance, the date of uprising being fixed for

This part of the scheme, however, was
abandoned. Captain Hines located himChicago, and personally attended to the
distribution of funds and the purchase of arms.
The date finally fixed for the attempt to liberate
the Southern prisoners was August 29, 1864, when
Convention was to
the National Democratic
assemble at Chicago. On that date it was
expected the city would be so crowded that the
presence of the promised force of "Sons" would
not excite comment. Tlie progi-am also included
an attack on the city by water, for which purpose reliance was placed upon a horde of Canadian refugees, under Capt. John B. Castleman.
There were some 26,500 Southern prisoners in the
State at this time, of whom about 8,000 were at
Chicago, 6,000 at Rock Island, 7,500 at Springfield, and 5,000 at Alton.
It was estimated that
there were 4,000 "Sons of Liberty" in Chicago,
who would be largely reenforced. With these

July

20.

finally

self at

and the Canadian refugees the prisoners at Camp
Douglas were to be liberated, and the army thus
formed was to march upon Rock Island, Springfield and Alton.
But suspicions were aroused,
and the Camp was reenforced by a regiment of
infantry and a battery. The organization of the
proposed assailing force was very imperfect, and
the great majority of those who were to compose
it were lacking in courage.
Not enough of the
latter reported for service to justify

an attack,

and the project was postponed.

In the meantime
a preliminary part of the plot, at least indirectly
connected with the Camp Douglas Cf)nspiracy,

and which contemplated the release of the rebel
officers confined on Johnson's Island in Lake
Erie, had been "nipjied in tlie bud" by the arrest
of Capt. C. H. Cole, a Confederate officer in dis-

on the 19th of September, just as he was
on the point of putting in execution a scheme for
seizing the United States steamer Michigan at
Sandusky, and putting on board of it a Confederguise,

November

ate crew.

8

to carry out the Chicago

was the date next selected
scheme the day of Presi-

—

dent Lincoln's second election. The s;ime preliminaries were arranged, except that no water
attack was to be made. But Chicago was to be

burned and flooded, and its banks pillaged.
Detachments were designated to apply the torch,
to open fire plugs, to le%-y arms,

and to attack

banks.
But representatives of the United States
Secret Service had been initiated into the "Sons
of Liberty," and the plans of Captain Hines and

were well known to the authoribody of detectives was put
bj' Gen. B. J. Sweet, the commandant at Camp Douglas, although some of the
most valuable service in running down the conspiracy and capturing its agents, was rendered
by Dr. T. Winslow Ayer of Chicago, a Colonel
Langhorne (an ex-Confederate who had taken
the oath of allegiance witliout the knowledge of
some of the parties to the plot), and Col. J. T.
Shanks, a Confederate prisoner who was known
as "The Texan." Both Langhorne and Shanks
were appalled at the horrible nature of the plot
as it was unfolded to them, and entered with
zeal into the effort to defeat it.
Shanks was
permitted to escape from Camp Douglas, thereby
getting in communication with the leaders of the
his associates

ties.

An

efficient

upon their track

plot

who

assisted to conceal him, while he faith-

fully apprised General

—

Sweet of their

plans.

On

the night of Nov. 6 or rather after midnight on
the morning of the 7th General Sweet caused
simultaneous arrests of the leaders to be made at

—

their hiding-places.
Captain Hines was not
captured, but the folU>wing conspirators were
taken into custody CaiJtains Cantrill and Traverse; Charles Walsh, the Brigadier-General of
the "Sons of Liberty, who was sheltering them,
and in whose barn and house was found a large
quantity of arms and military stores: Cols. St.
Leger Grenfell, W. R. Anderson and J. T.
Shanks; R. T. Semmes, Vincent Marmaduke,
Charles T. Daniel and Buckner S. Morris, the
Treasurer of the order. They were tried by
:

'

Military Commission at Cincinnati for conspir-

Marmaduke and Morris were acquitted;
Anderson committed suicide during the trial;
Walsh, Semmes and Daniels were sentenced to
the penitentiary, and Grenfell was sentenced to
be hung, although his sentence was afterward
commuted to life imprisonment at the Dry Tortugas, where he mysteriously disappeared some
years afterward, but whether he escaped or was
drowned in the attempt to do so has never been
known. The British Government had made
acj'.

;
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repeated attempts to secure his release, a brotlier
of liis being a General in the British Army.
Daniels managed to escape, and was never recaptured, while Walsh and Semmes, after under-

going brief terms of imprisonment, were
pardoned by President Johnson. The subsequent
history of Shanks, who played so prominent a
part in defeating the scheme of wholesale arson,
pillage

and

assassination,

is

interesting.

While

had been detailed for service as a
clerk in one of the offices under the direction of

in prison he

General Sweet, and, while thus employed, made
the acquaintance of a young lady member of a
loyal family, whom he afterwards married.
After tlie exposure of the contemplated uprising,
the rebel agents in Canada offered a reward of
$1,000 in gold for the taking of his life, and he
was bitterly persecuted. The attention o-f President Lincoln was called to the service rendered
by him, and sometime during 1865 he received a
commission as Captain and engaged in fighting
the Indians upon the Plains. The efficiency
shown by Colonel Sweet in ferreting out the conspiracy and defeating its consummation won for
him the gratitude of the people of Chicago and
the whole nation, and was recognized by the

Government

in

awarding him a commission as
(See Benjamin J. Sweet,

Brigadier-General.

Camp Douglas and Secret Treasonable Societies.
CAMPBELL, Alexander, legislator and Con)

gressman, was born at Concord, Pa. Oct. 4, 1814.
After obtaining a limited education in the common schools, at an early age he secured employment as a clerk in an iron manufactory. He soon
rose to the position of superintendent, managing
iron-works in Pennsylvania, Kentucky and Missouri, until 1850, when he removed to Illinois,
settling at La Salle.
He was twice (1852 and
1853) elected Mayor of that city, and represented
his county in the Twenty-first General Assembly
(1859).
He was also a member of the State
Constitutional Convention of 1862, and served
one term (1875-7T) as Repi'esentative in Congress,
being elected as an Independent, but, in 1878, was
defeated for re-election bj- Philip C. Hayes,
Mr. Campbell was a zealous friend
Reijublican.
of Abraham Lincoln, and, in 1858, contributed
liberally to the expenses of the latter in making
the tour of the State during the debate with
Douglas. He broke with the Republican party
in 1874 on the greenback issue, which won for
him the title of "Father of the Greenback." His
death occurred at La Salle, August 9, 1898.
CAMPBELL, Antrim, early lawyer, was born
in New Jersey in 1814; came to Springfield, 111.,
,

in 1838;

was appointed Master

in

Chancery for

Sangamon County in 1849, and, in 1861, to a
similar position by the United States District
Court for that district. Died, August 11, 1868.

CAMPBELL, James
dier,

was born

in

R., Congressman and solHamilton County, 111., May 4.

being among the first settlers
was educated at
Notre Dame University, Ind., read law and was
admitted to the bar of the Supreme Court in 1877
in 1878 purchased "The McLeansboro Times,"
which he has since conducted was elected to the
lower house of the General Assembly in 1884, and
again in '86, advanced to the Senate in 1888, and
re-elected in '92.
During his twelve years'
experience in the Legislature he participated, as
a Democrat, in the celebrated Logan-Morrison
contest for the United States Senate, in 1885, and
assisted in the election of Gen. John M. Palmer
At the close of his last
to the Senate in 1891.
term in the Senate (1896) he was elected to Congress from the Twentieth District, receiving a
plurality of 2,851 over Orlando Burrell, Republican, who had been elected in 1894.
On the
second call for troops issued by the President
during the Spanish-American War, Mr. Campbell organized a regiment which was mustered in
as the Ninth Regiment Illinois Volunteers, of
which he was commissioned Colonel and assigned
to the corps of Gen. Fitzhugh Lee at Jacksonville, Fla.
Although his regiment saw no active
service during the war, it was held in readiness
for that purpose, and, on the occupation of Cuba
in December, 1898, it became a part of the army
As Colonel Campbell remained
of occupation.
with his regiment, he took no part in the proceedings of the last term of the Fifty-fifth Congress, and was not a candidate for re-election in
1853, his ancestors

in that section of the State;

;

1898.

CAMPBELL, Thompson,

Secretary of

State

and Congressman, was born in Chester County,
Pa., in 1811 removed in childhood to the western
part of the State and was educated at Jefferson
College, afterwards reading law at Pittsburg.
Soon after being admitted to the bar he removed
to Galena, 111., where he had acquired some mining interests, and, in 1843, was appointed Secretary of State by Governor Ford, but resigned in
1846, and became a Delegate to the Constitutional
Convention of 1847; in 1850 was elected as a
Democrat to Congress from the Galena District,
but defeated for re-election in 1852 by E. B.
Washburne. He was then appointed by President
Pierce Commissioner to look after certain land
grants by the Mexican Government in California,
;

—
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Michigan Canal from 1837 to 1845,
had his attention called to a check purporting to
have been issued by the Commissioners in 1839,
which, upon investigation, he became convinced
was counterfeit, or had been fraudulently issued.
Having communicated his conclusions to Hon.

removing to that State in 1853, but resigned this
position about 1855 to engage in general practice.
In 1859 he made an extended visit to Europe
with his family, and, on his return, located in
Chicago, the following year becoming a candidate
for Presidential Elector-at-large on tlie Breckin-

Illinois

ridge ticket; in 1861 returned to California, and,

Jesse K. Dubois, the State Auditor, in charge of

on the breaking out of the Civil War, became a
zealous champion of the Union cause, by his
speeches exerting a powerful influence upon the

the work of refunding tlie State indebtedness, an
inquiry was instituted in the office of the Fund
Commissioner a position attached to the Governor's oflBce, but in the charge of a secretary
which developed the fact that a large amount of
these evidences of indebtedness had been taken
up through that office and bonds issued therefor
by the State Auditor under the laws for funding
the State debt. A subsequent inve.stigation by the
Finance Committee of the State Senate, ordered
by vote of that body, resulted in the discovery
that, in May and August, 1839, two series of
canal "scrip" (or checks) had been issued by the
Canal Board, to meet temporary demands in the
work of construction
the sum aggregating
§269,059—of which all but .S3 16 had been redeemed
within a few years at the Chicago branch of the
Illinois State Bank.
The bank officers testified
that this scrip (or a large part of it) had, after
redemption, been held by them in the bank vaults
without cancellation until settlement was had
with the Canal Board, when it was packed in
boxes and turned over to the Board. After having lain in the canal office for several years in
this condition, and a new "Trustee" (as the

He also served in the Calidestiny of the State.
fornia Legislature during the war, and, in 1864,
was a member of the Baltimore Convention
which nominated Mr. Lincoln for the Presidency
a second time, assisting most ably in the subsequent campaign to carry the State for the RepubDied in San Francisco, Dec. 6, 1868.
lican ticket.
CAMPBELL, WiUiani J., la^vyer and politiWhen
cian, was born in Philadelphia in 1850.
he was two years old his father removed to
After passing
Illinois, settling in Cook County.
through the Chicago public schools. Mr. Campbell attended the University of Pennsylvania, for
two years, after which he studied law, and was
admitted to the bar in 1875. From that date he
was in active practice and attained prominence
In 1878 he was elected State
at the Clricago bar.
Senator, and

eight years.

was re-elected in 1883, serving in
At the sessions of 1881, '83 and

all
'85

he was chosen President pro tempore of the
Senate, and, on Feb. 6, 1888, he became Lieutenant-Governor upon the accession of LieutenantGovernor Hamilton to the executive office to
succeed Shelby M. Cullom, who had been elected
United States Senator. In 1888 he represented
the First Illinois District in the National Republican Convention, and was the same year chosen
a meinber of the Republican National Committee
Died in
for Illinois and was re-elected in 1882.
Chicago, March 4, 1896. For several years
immediately preceding his death, Mr. Campbell
was the chief attorney of the Armour Packing

Company

of Chicago.
CAMP POINT, a town in Adams County, at
the intersection of the Chicago, Burlington &
Quincy and the Wabash Railroads. 31 miles eastnortheast of Quincy. Grain is extensively grown
in tlie surrounding country, and the town has
two large flouring mills. It also contains a bank,
four churches, a high school and two newspaper

Population (1880), 1,131; (1890), 1,1.50.
CANAL SCRIP FRAUD. During the session
of the Illinois General Assembly of 18.59, Gen.

oflSces.

Jacob Fry, who, as Commissioner or Trustee, had
been associated with the construction of the

—

—

officer in

charge was

now

called)

having come

into the canal office in 1853, this scrip, with other

was repacked

and a trunk
in charge of Joel A. Matteson, then
Governor, to be taken by him *^o Springfield and
deposited there. Notliing further was knowTi of
these papers until October, 1854, when S300 of the
scrip was presented to the Secretary of the Fund
Commissioner by a Springfield banker, and bond
issued thereon. This was followed in 185G and
1857 by larger sums, until, at the time the legispapers,

in a .shoe-box

and placed

was instituted, it was found
amount of §223,182.66 had been

lative investigation

that bonds to the
issued

on account of principal and

interest.

With the exception of the .§300 first presented, it
was shown that all the scrip so funded had been
presented by Governor Matteson, either while in
office or subsequent to his retirement, and the
bonds issued therefor delivered to him although
none of the persons in whose names the issue was
made were known or ever afterward discovered.
Tlie developments made by the Senate Finance

—

Committee

led to

an

offer

from Matteson to
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inilemnify the State, in which he stated that he
had "unconsciously and innocently been made
the instrument through whom a gross fraud upon
the State had been attempted." He therefore
gave to the State mortgages and an indemnifying
bond for the sum shown to have been funded by
him of this class of indebtedness, upon which the
State, on foreclosure a few years later, secured
judgment for .?3o5,000, although the property on
being sold realized only §238,000. A further
investigation by the Legislature, in 1861, revealed
the fact that additional issues of bonds for similar

had been made amounting to 8165,346, for
which the State never received any compensation.
A search through the State House for the
trunk and box placed in the hands of Governor
scrip

Matteson in

was

while the

1853,

official

investigation

in progress, resulted in the discovery of the

trunk in a condition showing it had been opened,
but the box was never found. The fraud was

made

the subject of a protracted investigation

by the Grand Jury of Sangamon County

in May,
although the jury twice voted to indict
Governor Matteson for larceny, it as often voted
to reconsider, and, on a tliird ballot, voted to
1859, and,

"ignore the

bill."

CANBY, Richard Spring, jurist, was born in
Green County, Ohio, Sept. 30, 1808 was educated
at Miami University and admitted to the bar,
;

serving as Prosecuting Attorney,
member of the Legislature and one term (1847-49)
in Congress. In 1863 he removed to Illinois,
locating at Olney, was elected Judge of the
Twenty-fifth Judicial Circuit in 1867, resuming
practice at the expiration of his term in 1873.
Died in Richland County, July 27, 1895. Judge
Canby was a relative of Gen. Edward Richard
Spriggs Canby, who was treacherously killed by
the Modocs in California in 1873.
CANNON, Joseph G., Congressman, was born

afterwards

at Guilford, N.
Illinois in early

milion County.

C, May

7,

1836,

and removed

to

youth, locating at Danville, VerBy profession he is a lawyer,

and served as State's Attorney of Vermilion
County for two terms (1861-68). Incidentally,
he is conducting a large banking business at
Danville. In 1873 he was elected as a Republican
to the Forty-third Congress for the Fifteenth Dis-

and has been re-elected biennially ever
except in 1890, when he was defeated for
the Fifty-second Congress by Samuel T. Busey,

trict,

since,

Democratic opponent. He is now (1898)
serving his twelfth term as the Representative
for the Twelfth Congressional District, and has
been re-elected for a thirteenth term in the Fiftyhis

Mr. Cannon has been
an influential factor in State and National politics, as shown by the fact that he has been Chairman of the House Committee on Appropriations
during the important sessions of the Fifty -fourth
and Fifty-fifth Congresses.
CANTON, a flourishing city in Fulton County,
13 miles from the Illinois River, and 28 miles
southwest of Peoria. It is the commercial
metropolis of one of the largest and richest
counties in the "corn belt"; also has abundant
supplies of timber and clay for manufacturing
purposes.
There are coal mines within the
municipal limits, and variovis manufacturing
sixth Congress (1899-1901).

Among

establishments.

the

principal outputs

are agricultural implements, flour, brick and
cigars, cigar-boxes,

tile,

foundry and machine-shop

brooms, and marble. The
city is lighted by both gas and electricity, has a
public library and high school, and three newspaper establishments, two of which publish daily
editions.
Population (1880), 3,762; (1890), 5,604.
CAPPS, Jabez, pioneer, was born in London,
England, Sept. 9, 1796 came to the United States
in 1817, and to Sangamon County, 111., in 1819.
For a time he taught school in what is now
called Round Prairie, in the present County of

products,

firearms,

;

Sangamon, and

later in

Calhoun (the original

name of a part of the city of Springfield), having
among his pupils a number of those who afterwards became prominent citizens of Central
In 1836, in conjunction with twe parthe laid out the town of Mount Pulaski, the
original county-seat of Logan County, where he
continued to live for the remainder of his life,
and where, during its later period, he served as
Postmaster some fifteen years. He also served as
Recorder of Logan County four years. Died,
Illinois.

ners,

April 1, 1896, in the 100th year of his age.
CARBONDALE, a city in Jackson County,
founded in 1853, 57 miles nortli of Cairo, and 91
miles from St. Louis. Three lines of railway

center here.
ing, farming,

The chief

industries are coal-minfruit-growing and
has seven or eight churches, two
weekly papers, and five public schools, and is the
seat of the Southern Illinois Normal University.
Population (1880), 2,213; (1890), 2,383.

lumbering.

stock-raising,

It

CARBONDALE & SHAWNEETOWN RAILROAD, a short line H'/f' miles in length, extending from Marion to Carbondale, and operated
by the St. Louis, Alton & Terre Haute Railroad
Company, as lessee. It was incorporated as the
Murphysboro & Shawneetown Railroad in 1867;
its name changed in 1869 to The Carbondale &

—

;

;
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Sliawneetowii,

was opened

for business, Dec. 31,

1S71, and leased in 1886 for 980 yeai-s to the St.
Louis Southern, tlirough whicli it passed into the
hands of the St. Louis, Alton & Terre Haute Rail-

road, and by lease from the latter, in 1896, became
apart of the Illinois Central Sj-stem (which see).
CAREY, William, lawj-er, was born in the town
of Turner, Maine. Dec. 29, 1826 studied law with
General Fessenden and at Yale Law School, was
admitted to the bar of the Supreme Court of
Maine in 1836, the Supreme Court of Illinois iu
1857, and the Supreme Court of the United
States, on motion of Hon. L}-man Trumbull, in
1873.
Judge Carey was a member of the State
Constitutional Convention of 1869-70 from Jo
Daviess County, and the choice of the Republicans
in that body for temporary presiding officer;
was elected to the next General Assembly (the
Twenty-seventh), serving as Chairman of the
House Judiciary Committee through its four sessions; from 1873 to 1876 was United States District Attorney for Utah, still later occupying
various offices at Deadwood, Dakota, and in Reno
County, Kan. Tlie first office held by Judge
Carej' in Illinois (that of Superintendent of
Schools for the city of Galena) was conferred
;

upon him tlirough the influence of John A. Rawlins, afterwards General Grant's
cliief-of-staff
during the war, and later Secretary of War
although at the time Mr. Rawlins and he were
politically opposed.
Mr. Carey's present residence is in Chicago.
CARLIN, Thomas, former Governor, was born
of Irish ancestry in Fayette County, Ky., July
18, 1789; emigrated to Illinois in 1811, and served
as a private in the War of 1812, and as a Captain
iu the Black Hawk War.
While not highly educated, he was a man of strong common sense,
high moral standard, great firmness of character
and unfailing courage. In 1818 he settled in
rreene County, of which he was the first Sheriff
was twice elected State Senator, and was Register of the Land Office at Quincy, when he was
elected Governor on the Democratic ticket in
1838.
An uncompromising partisan, he never(

commanded

the respect and good-will of
his political opponents.
Died at his home in
Carrolltou, Feb. 14, 18.'52.
theless

CARLIN, William Passmore, soldier, son of
Thomas Carlin, was born at Rich Woods,
Greene County, 111., Nov. 24, 1829. At the age
of 21 he graduated from the United States MiliGov.

tary

Academy

at

West

Point, and, in

185.'j,

was

attached to the Sixth United States Infantry as
Lieutenant. After several years spent in Indian

VI-

ILLINOIS.

was ordered to California, where he
was promoted to a captaincy and assigned to
recruiting duty. On August 15, 1861, he was
fighting, he

commissioned Colonel of the Tliirty-eighth Illinois Volunteers.
His record during the war was
brilliant one.
He defeated Gen.

an exceptionally
Jeff.

1861

;

Thompson at Fredericktown, Mo., Oct. 21,
commanded the District of Southeast Mis-

souri for eighteen niontlis

led a brigade under
Arkansas campaign; served with
Kentucky and Mississippi
took a prominent part in the battle of Stone
River, was engaged in the Tullahoma campaign,
at Chattanooga, Lookout Mountain and Missionary Ridge, and, on Feb. 8, 1864, was commissioned Major in the Sixteenth Infantry. He also
took part in the Georgia campaign, aiding in the
capture of Atlanta, and marching with Sherman
to the sea.
For gallant service in the assault at
Jonesboro, Tenn., Sept. 1, 1864, he was made
Colonel in the regular army, and, on March 13,

Slocum
marked

;

in the

distinction in

1865, was brevetted Brigadier-General for meritorious service at Bentonville, N. C, and MajorGeneral for services during the war. Colonel
Carlin was retired with the rank of BrigadierGeneral in 1893. His home is at Carrollton.
CARLINVILLE, the countj'-seat of Macoupin
County; a city and railroad junction, 57 miles
northeast of St. Louis, and 38 miles southwest of
Springfield.
Blackburn University (which see)
is located here.
Three coal mines are operated,
and there are brick works, tile works and flouring

mills.

Three newspapers are published here, two
Population (1880), 3,117;

issuing daily editions.

(1890), 3,293; (1898) estimated, 4,500.

CARLYLE, the county-seat of Clinton Covmty,
48 miles east of St. Louis, located on the Kaskaskia River and the Baltimore & Ohio Southwestern
Railroad.
The town has churches and schools
adapted to its wants, and some manufactures.
It has a flourishing seminary for j-oung ladies,
three weekly papers, and a public library of some
5,000 volumes.
Population (1880), 2,017; (1890),
1,784.

CARMI, the county-seat of White County, on
the Little Wabash River, 124 miles east of St.
Louis and 38 west of Evansville, Ind. The surrounding country is fertile, yielding both cereals
and

fruit.

Flouring mills and lumber manufac-

making of staves, are the
chief industries, though the city has brick ami
tile works, a plow factory and foundry.
Populaturing, including the

tion (1880), 2,512; (1890), 2,785.

CARPENTER, Milton, legislator and State
Treasurer; entered upon public life in Illinois as

,
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Representative in the Ninth General Assembly
(1834) from Hamilton County, serving by successive re-elections in the Tenth, Eleventh and
Twelfth. While a member of the latter (1841)
he was elected by the Legislature to the office of
State Treasurer, retaining this position until the
adoption of the Constitution of 1848, when he was
chosen his own successor by popular vote, bvit
died a few days after the election in August,
1848.
He was buried in what is now known as
the "Old Hutchinson Cemetery"
a burying
ground in the west part of the city of Springfield,
long since abandoned where his remains still lie
(1897) in a grave unmarked by a tombstone.
CARPENTER, Philo, pioneer and early druggist, was born of Puritan and Revolutionary
ancestry in the town of Savoy, Mass., Feb. 27,
1805 engaged as a druggist's clerk at Troy, N. Y.
in 1838, and came to Chicago in 1832, where he
established himself in the drug business, which
was later extended into other lines. Soon after
his arrival, he began investing in lands, which
have since become immensely valuable. Mr.
Carpenter was associated with the late Rev.
Jeremiah Porter in the organization of the First
Presbyterian Church of Chicago, but, in 1851,
withdrew on account of dissatisfaction with the
attitude of some of the representatives of that
denomination on the subject of slavery, identifying himself with the Congregationalist Church,
He was one of the
in which he had been reared.
original founders and most liberal benefactors of
the Chicago Theological Seminary, to which he
gave in contributions, during liis life-time, or in
bequests after his death, sums aggregating not
One of the Seminary buildfar from $100,000.
ings was named in his honor, "Carpenter Hall."
He was identified witli various other organizations, one of the most important being the Relief

—

—

;

(afterwards Mrs. Jeremiah Porter) began teaching the children about Fort Dearborn in 1833.
Miss Warren married Abel E. Carpenter, whom
she survived, dying at Aurora, Kane County,
Jan. 10, 1897.
CARPENTERSVILLE, a village of Kane
County, on the Lake Geneva branch of the Chicago & Northwestern Railroad, 7 miles north
of East Elgin and about 48 miles from Chicago.
Population (1890), 754.
CARR, Clark E., lawyer, politician and diplomat, was born at Boston, Erie County, N. Y.,
May 20, 1836 at 13 years of age accompanied his
father's family to Galesburg, 111. where he spent
several years at Knox College.
In 1857 he graduated frona the Albany Law School, but on returning to Illinois, soon embarked in politics, his
affiliations being uniformly with the Republican
party. His first office was that of Postmaster at
Galesburg, to which he was appointed by President Lincoln in 1861 and which he held for
twenty-four years. He was a tried and valued
assistant of Governor Yates during the War of
the Rebellion, serving on the staff of the latter
with the rank of Colonel. He was a delegate to
the National Convention of his party at Baltimore
in 1864, which renominated Lincoln, and took an
active part in the campaigns of that year, as well
In 1869 he purchased
as those of 1868 and 1873.
"The Galesburg Republican," which he edited
and publislied for two years. In 1880 he was an
unsuccessful candidate for the Republican nomination for Governor in 1884 was a delegate to the
Republican National Convention, from the Stateat-large, and, in 1887, a candidate for the caucus
;

,

;

and benevolence, he won the respect of all
classes, dying. August 7, 1886.
CARPENTER, (Mrs.) Sarah L. Warren, pio-

nomination for United States Senator, which was
given to Charles B. Farwell. In 1888 he was
defeated in the Republican State Convention as
candidate for Governor by Joseph W. Fifer. In
1889 President Harrison appointed him Minister
to Denmark, which post he filled with marked
ability and credit to tlie country until his resignation was accepted bj' President Cleveland,
when he returned to his former home at Gales-

neer teacher, born in Fredonia, N. Y. Sept. 1,
1813; at the age of 13 she began teaching at State
Line, N. Y. in 1833 removed with her parents
(Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Warren) to Chicago, and
soon after began teaching in what was called the
"Yankee settlement," now the town of Lockport,
Will County. She came to Chicago the following
year (1834) to take the place of assistant of Granville T. Sproat in a school for boys, and is said to
have been the first teacher paid out of the public
funds in Chicago, though Miss Eliza Chappell

While in Denmark lie did much to
burg.
promote American trade with that country,
especially in the introduction of American corn
as an article of food, which has led to a large
increase in the annual exportation of this commodity to Scandinavian markets.
CARR, Eugene A., soldier, was born in Erie
County, N. Y., May 20, 1830, and graduated at
West Point in 1850, entering the Mounted Rifles.
Until 1861 he was stationed in the Far West, and
engaged in Indian fighting, earning a First Lieu-

and Aid Society, which did such
after the fire of 1871.

By

a

life

usefvil

work

of probity, liber-

ality

,

;
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In 18GI he
tenancy through his gallantry.
entered upon active service under General Lyon,
in Southwest Missouri, taking part in the engagements of Dug Springs and Wilson's Creek,

winning the brevet

of

Lieutenant-Colonel.

In

September, 1861. he was commissioned Colonel of
He served as acting
the Third Illinois Cavalry
Brigadier-General in Fremont's hundred-day
expedition, for a time commanding the Fourth
Division of the Army of the Southwest. On the
second day at Pea Ridge, although three times
wounded, he remained on the field seven hours,
and materially aided in securing a victory, for
his braver}' being made Brigadier-General of
Volunteers. In the summer of 1862 he was
promoted to the rank of Major in the Regular
Army. During the Vicksburg campaign he commanded a division, leading the attack at Magnolia
Church, at Port Gibson, and at Big Black River,
and winning a brevet Lieutenant-Colonelcy in
the United States Army. He also distinguished
himself for a first and second assault upon taking
Vicksburg. and. in the autumn of 1862, commanded the left wing of the Sixteenth Corps at
Corinth. In December of that year he was
transferred to the Department of Arkansas,
where he gained new laurels, being brevetted
Brigadier-General for gallantry at Little Rock,
and Major-General for services during the war.
After the close of the Civil War. he was stationed
chiefly in the West, where he rendered good servIn 1894 he was
ice in the Indian campaigns.
retired with the rank of Brigadier-General, and
has since resided in New York.
CARRIEL, Henry F., M.D., alienist, was born
at Charlestown, N. H.. and educated at Marlow
Academy, N. H., and Wesleyan Seminary. Vt.
graduated from the College of Physicians and
;

Surgeons, New York City, in 18o7, and immediately accepted the position of Assistant Physician
in the New Jersey State Lunatic Asylum,

remaining until 1870. Meanwhile, however, he
visited a large number of the leading hospitals
and asylums of Europe. In 18T0, Dr. Carriel
received the appointment of Superintendent of
the Illinois Central Hospital for
Jacksonville, a position

tlie

Insane at

which he continued

to

fill imtil 1893. when he voluntarily tendered to
Governor Altgeld his resignation, to take effect
July 1 of that year.— Mrs. Mary Turner (Carriel).
wife of Dr. Carriel, and a daughter of Prof.
Jonathan B. Turner of Jacksonville, was elected
a Trustee of the University of Illinois on the Repub

•

lican ticket in 1896, receivinga plurality of 148,0.39

over Julia Holmes Smith, her highest competitor.

CARROLL COUNTY,

81

originally a part of

Jo

Daviess County, but set apart and organized in
1839, named for Charles Carroll of Carrollton. The
first settlements were in and around Savanna.
Cherry Grove and Arnold's Grove. The first

County Commissioners were Messrs. L. H. Bor
den, Garner Moff'ett and S. M. Jersey, who held
their

court at Savanna. April

first

13,

1839.

In

was changed from Savanna
where it yet remains. Townorganized in 18.50, and the

1843 the county-seat

Mount

to

Carroll,

were first
development of the county

ships

has

steadily pro-

The surface of the land
and at certain points decidedly picturThe land is generally good for farming.

gressed since that date.
is rolling,

esque.
It is

well timbered, particularly along the MisArea of the county, 440 square miles;

sissippi.

population, 18,320
prosperous,
inhabitants,

and private

Mount

Carroll

is

a pleasant,

wide-awake town, of about 2,000
and noted for its excellent public
schools.

CARROLLTON,

the county-seat of Greene
on the west branch of the CliiAlton Railroad, 33 miles north-northwest
of Alton, and 34 miles south by west from JackCount}', situated

oago

&

A

foundry, a carriage factory, two
machine shops and two flouring mills are the
chief manufacturing establishments. The town
contains two banks, six churches, a high school,

sonville.

and two weekly newspaper

offices.

Population

(1880), 1.934; (1890), 2,2r)8.

CARTER, Joseph
Court,
12,

Supreme
was born in Hardin County, Ky., March
came to Illinois in boyhood, and, after
N., Justice of the

1843;

attending school at Tuscola four years, engaged
in teaching until 1863, when he entered Illinois
College, graduating in 1866; in 1868 graduated
from the Law Department of the University of
Jlichigan, the next year establishing himself in
practice at Quincy, where he has since resided.
He was a member of the Thirty-first and Thirtysecond General A.ssemblies (1878-82), and, in
June, 1894, was elected to the seat on the Supreme
Bench, which he now occupies

CARTER, Thomas Henry, United

States Senaborn in Scioto County, Ohio, Oct, 30, 1854;
was brought to Illinois, his
father locating at Pana, where he was educated
in the public schools; was employed in farming,
railroading and teaching several years, then
studied law and was admitted to the bar, and. in
1882, removed to Helena. Mont., where he engaged in practice; was elected, as a Republican,
the last Territorial Delegate to Congress from
Idaho and the first Representative from the new

tor,

in

his fifth year

'

;
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was Commissioner of the General Land
was elected to the
United States Senate for the term ending in 1901.
In 1892 he was chosen Chairman of the Repub-

Ridge in

lican National Committee, serving until the St.

after

Louis Convention of 1896.
CARTER VILLE, a village in Williamson
County, 10 miles by rail northwest of Marion.
Coal mining is the principal industry. It has a
bank, four churches, a public school, and a
693;
weekly newspaper. Population (1880),

received into the ministry of the Methodist Episcopal Churcli, althougli only 18 years old. In
1823 he removed to Illinois, locating in Sangamon

State;

1801,

(1890), 969.

CARTHAGE,

a

city,

and

tlie

county-seat of

Keokuk, Iowa,
on the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy and the
Wabash Railroads. It has waterworks and is
lighted by electricity has three weekly papers,
and is the seat of a Lutlieran College. Popula-

Hancock County,

13 miles east of

;

tion (1880), 1,594; (1890),

1,6.54.

CARTHAGE COLLEGE,

at Carthage, Hancock
County, incorporated in 1871; has a teaching
faculty of twelve members, and reports 158 pupils
sixty-eight men and ninety women for 1897-98.

—

—

has a library of 5,000 volumes and endowment
of $32,000. Instruction is given in the classical,
It

scientific, musical, fine arts

and business depart-

ments, as well as in preparatory studies. In 1898
this institution reported a property valuation of
$41,000, of

which

$35,000

was

in real estate.

CARTHAGE & BURLINGTON RAILROAD.

&

Quincy Railroad.)
CARTWRIGHT, James Henry, Justice of the
Supreme Court, was born at Maquoketa, Iowa,
(See Chicago, Burlington

Bee.

1,

1843

— the

son of a frontier Methodist

clergyman; was educated at Rock River Seminary and the University of Michigan, graduating
from the latter in 1867; began practice in 1870 at
Oregon, Ogle County, which is still his home in
1888 was elected Circuit Judge to succeed Judge
Eustace, deceased, and in 1891 assigned to Appellate Court duty in December, 1895, was elected
Justice of tlie Supreme Court to succeed Justice
John M. Bailey, deceased, and re-elected in
;

;

1897.

CARTWRIGHT,
preacher,
Sept.

1,

Peter,

Methodist

pioneer

was born in Amlierst County, Va.,
and at the age of five years accom-

1785,

panied his father (a Revolutionary veteran) to
Logan County, Ky. Tlie country was wild and
unsettled, there were no schools, the nearest mill

was 40 miles distant, the few residents wore
homespun garments of flax or cotton and coffee,
tea and sugar in domestic use were almost imknown. Methodist circuit riders soon invaded
the district, and, at a camp meeting held at Cane
;

Peter received his

A

Office (1891-93), and, in 1895,

life,

gambling.
liis

first religious

he abandoned
and abjuied
preaching immediately

few months

later

sold his race-horse

He began

conversion, and, in 1803,

was

regular]}'

County, then but sparsely settled. In 1838, and
again in 1833, he was elected to the Legislature,
where his homespun wit and undaimted courage
stood him in good stead. For a long series of
years lie attended annual conferences (usually as
a delegate), and was a conspicuous figm-e at
camp-meetings. Although a Democrat all liis
life, he was an uncompromising antagonist of
slavery, and rejoiced at the division of his
denomination in 1844. He was also a zealous
supporter of tlie Government during the Civil
War. In 1846 he was a candidate for Congress
on the Democratic ticket, but was defeated by
Abraham Lincoln. He was a powerful preacher,
a tireless worker, and for fifty years served as a
Presiding Elder of his denomination. On the
lecture platform, his quaintness and eccentricity,
together with his inexhaustible fund of personal
insured an interested audience.
anecdotes,
Numerous stories are told of his physical prowess
in overcoming unruly characters whom he had
Inside the
failed to convince by moral suasion.
cliurch lie was equally fearless and outspoken,
and his strong common sense did much to promote the success of tlie denomination in the
West. He died at his lionie near Pleasant Plains,
Sangamon County, Sept. 25, 1873. His principal
published works are "A Controversy with the
Devil" (1853), "Autobiograpliy of Peter Cartwright" (1856), "The Backwoods Preacher"
(London, 1869), and several works on Methodism.
CARY, Eugene, lawyer and insurance manager,
was born at Boston, Erie County, N. Y., Feb. 20,
1835; began teaching at sixteen, meanwhile
attending a select school or academy at intervals
studied law at Sheboygan, Wis., and Buffalo,
N. Y., 1855-56; served as City Attorney and
later as County Judge, and, in 1861, enlisted in
the First Regiment Wisconsin Volunteers, serving as a Captain in tlie Army of the Cumberland,
and the last two years as Judge- Advocate on the
staff of General Rousseau.
After the war he
settled at Nashville, Tenn., where he held the
office of Judge of the First District, but in 1871
he was elected to the City Council, and. in 1883,
was the High-License candidate for Mayor in
opposition to

Mayor Harrison, and believed by
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have been honestly elected, but counted
out by the machine methods then in vogue.
CASAD, Anthony Wayne, clergyman and physician, was born in Wantage Township, Sussex
County, N. J., May 2, 1791; died at Sunimerfield,
1857.
His father. Rev. Thomas
111., Dec. 16,
Casad, was a Baptist minister, who, with his
wife,

to

Abigail Tingley, was
Sussex County.

settlers of

among the early
He was descended

from Dutch-Huguenot ancestry, the family name
being originally Cossart, the American branch
having been founded by Jacques Cossart, who
emigrated from Leyden to New York in 1G63.
At the age of 19 Anthony removed to Greene
County, Ohio, settling at Fairfield, near the site
of the present city of Dayton, where some of his
On Feb. 6, 1811, he
relatives were then residing.
married Anna, eldest daughter of Captain Samuel
Stites and Martha Martin Stites, her mother's
father and grandfather having been patriot solAnthony
diers in the War of the Revolution.
Wayne Casad served as a volunteer from Ohio in
the War of 1812, being a member of Captain
Wm. Stephenson's Company. In 1818 he removed with his wife's father to Union Grove, St.
Clair County, 111. A few years later he entered
the ministry of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
and dxiring 1831-2.S was stationed at Kaskaskia
and Buffalo, removing, in 1823, to Lebanon,
where he taught school. Later he studied medicine and attained considerable prominence as a
practitioner, being commissioned Surgeon of the
Forty-ninth Illinois Infantry in 183.5. He was
one of the founders of McKendree College and a
liberal contributor to its support;

was

also for

many

years Deputy Superintendent of Schools at
Lebanon, served as County Surveyor of St.
Clair County, and acted as agent for Harper
Brothers in the sale of Southern Illinois lands.
He was a prominent Free Mason and an influHis youngest daughter, Amanda
ential citizen.
Keziali, married Rev. Colin D. James (which see).
CASEY, a village of Clark County, at the intersection of the Vandalia Line and the Chicago &
Ohio River Railroad, 3.5 miles southwest of Terre
Haute. Population (1880), 748; (1890), 844.
CASEY, Zadoc, pioneer and early Congressman,
was born in Georgia. March 17, 1796, the youngest son of a soldier of the Revolutionary War who
removed to Tennessee about 1800. Tlie subject
of this .sketch came to Illinois in 1817, bringing

with him his widowed mother, and settling in
the vicinity of the present city of Mount Vernon,
in Jefferson County, where he acquired grpat
prominence as a politician and became the head

83

He began preaching at
of an influential family.
an early age, and continued to do so occasionally
through his political career. In 1819, he took a
prominent part in the organization of Jefferson
County, serving on the first Board of County
Commissioners; was an unsuccessful candidate
for the Legislature in 1820, but was elected
Representative in 1822 and re-elected two years
later in 1826 was advanced to the Senate, serving until 1830, when he was elected LieutenantGovernor, and during his incuinbencj' took part
On March 1, 1833, he
in the Black Hawk War.
resigned the Lieutenant-Governorship to accept
three
Congressmen from
one
of
the
seat
as
a
Illinois, to which he had been elected a few
re-elected
being
subsequently
previous,
months
In 1842 he was
for four consecutive terms.
again a candidate, but was defeated by John A.
McClernand. Other public positions held by him
included those of Delegate to the Constitutional
Conventions of 1847 and 1862, Representative in
the Sixteenth and Seventeenth General Assemblies (1848-52), serving as Speaker in the former.
He was again elected to the Senate in 1860, but
;

died before the expiration of his term, Sept. 4,
1862.
During the latter years of his life he was
active in securing the right of way for the Ohio
& Mississippi Railroad, the original of the Mis-

Ohio & Southwestern. He commenced life in povert}', but
acquired a considerable estate, and was the donor
of the ground upon wliich the Supreme Court
building for the Southern Division at Mount
Vernon was erected.— Dr. Newton R. (Casey),
son of the preceding, was born in Jefferson
County, 111., Jan. 27, 1826, received his primary education in the local schools and at Hillssissippi division of the Baltimore,

boro and Mount Vernon Academies; in 1842
entered the Ohio University at Athens in that
remaining mitil 1845, when he comState,
menced the study of medicine, taking a course
of lectures the following year at the Louisville

Medical Institute;

soon after began

practice,

and, in 1847, removed to Benton, 111., returning
In
following year to Mount Vernon.
the
1856-57 he attended a second course of lectures at
the Missouri Medical College, St. Louis, tlie latter

year removing to

number

Mound

of positions,

from 1859 to

1864.

City, where he filled a
including that of Mayor

when he

declined a re-election.

In 1860, Dr. Casey served as delegate from Illinois to the Democratic National Convention at
Charleston, S. C, and, on the establishment of
the United States Government Hospital at Mound
t'itv. in 1861. acted for some time as a volunteer
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sui'geon, later serving as Assistant Surgeon.

he

1866,

was

elected

Representative

in

In

the

Assembly and re-elected in
when he was an misuccessful Democratic

Twrenty-fifth General
1868,

candidate for Speaker in opposition to Hon. S. M.
Cullom; also again served as Representative in
the Twenty -eighth General Assembly (1872-74).
Since retiring from public life Dr. Casey has
given his attention to the practice of his profession—Col. Thomas S. (Casey), another son, was
born in Jefferson County, 111., April 6, 1832,
educated in the common schools and at McKendree College, in due course receiving the degree of
A.M. from the latter; studied law for three
years, being admitted to the bar in 1854 in 1860,
was elected State's Attorney for the Twelfth
Judicial District; in September, 1862, was commissioned Colonel of the One Hundred and Tenth
Illinois Vokinteer Infantry, but was mustered out
Jlay 16, 1863, having in the meantime taken part
in the battle of Stone River and other important
engagements in Western Tennessee. By this
time his regiment, having been much reduced
in numbers, was consolidated with the Sixtieth
In 1864, he was
Illinois Volunteer Infantry.
again elected State's Attorney, serving until
1868 in 1870, was chosen Representative, and, in
1873, Senator for the Mount Vernon District for
a term of four years. In 1879, he was elected Circuit Judge and was immediately assigned to
Appellate Court duty, soon after the expiration of
;

;

his term, in 1885,

removing to

he died, March

1891.

1,

Springfield,

where

CASS COUNTY,

situated a little west of the
center of the State, with an area of 360 square
miles and a population (1890) of 15,963— named
French traders are believed
for Gen. Lewis Cass.

have made the locality of Beardstown their
headquarters about the time of the discovery of
the Illinois country. The earliest permanent
white settlers came about 1820, and among them
were Thomas Beard, Martin L. Lindsley, John
Cetrough and Archibald Job. As early as 1821
there was a horse-mill on Indian Creek, and, in
1827, M. L Lindsley conducted a school on the
bluffs.
Peter Cartwright, the noted Methodist
missionary and evangelist, was one of the earliest
preachers, and among the pioneers may be named
Messrs. Robertson, Toplo, McDonald, Downing,
Davis, Shepherd, Penny, Bergen and Hopkins.
Beardstown was the original county-seat, and
during both the Black Hawk and Mormon
troubles was a depot of supplies and rendezvous
for troops.
Here also Stephen A. Douglas made
The site of the town.
his first political speecli.

to

was

as at present laid out,

Mr.

Downing

for

at one time sold

twenty-five

by
The

dollars.

county was set off from Morgan in 1837. The
principal towns are Beardstown, Virginia, Chandlerville, Ashland and Arenzville.
The countyseat, formerly at Beardstown, was later removed
Beardstown was
to Virginia, where it now is.
incorporated in 1837, with about 700 inhabitants.
Virginia was platted in 1836, but not incorporated
until 1843.

CASTLE, Orlando Lane, educator, was born at
Jericho, Vt., July 26, 1832; graduated at Denison
University, Ohio, 1846; spent one year as tutor
there, and, for several years,

had charge of the
In 1858, he
Oratory and

public schools of Zanesville, Ohio.

accepted

the chair

Belles-Lettres

Alton,
1893.

111.,

in

of

Rhetoric,

Shurtleff

College,

at

Upper

remaining until his death, Jan.

Professor Castle received the

31,

degree of

LL.D. from Denison University in 1877.
CATHERWOOD, Mary Hartwell, author, was
born (Hartwell) in Luray, Ohio, Dec. 16, 1844,
educated at the Female College, Granville, Ohio,

where she graduated, in 1868, and, in 1887, was
married to James S. Catherwood, with whom she
resides at Hoopeston, 111.
Mrs. Catherwood is the
author of a number of works of fiction, which
have been accorded a high rank. Among her
earlier productions are

"Craque-o'-Doom" (1881),

"Rocky Fork" (1882), "Old Caravan Days'
(1884), "The Secrets at Roseladies" (1888), "The
Romance of Dollard" and "The Bells of St.
Anne" (1889). During the past few years she
has shown a predilection for subjects connected
with early Illinois history, and has published
popular romances under the title of "The Story
of Tonty," "The White Islander," "The Lady of
Fort St. Jolm, "Old Kaskaskia" and "The Chase
of Sant Castin and other Stories of the French
"

New

World."
in the
C.4T0N, John Dean, early lawyer and jurist,
was born in Monroe County. N. Y., March 19,
1813.
Left to the care of a widowed mother at
an early age, his childhood was spent in poverty
and manual labor. At 15 he was set to learn a
trade, but an infirmity of sight compelled him to
abandon it. After a brief attendance at an
academy at Utica, where he studied law between
the ages of 19 and 31, in 1833 he removed to
Chicago, and shortly afterward, on a visit to
Pekin, was examined and licensed to practice by
Judire Stephen T. Logan. In 1834, he was elected
Justice of
1837-38,

and

the Peace, served as Alderman in
sat upon the bench of the Supreme
1864, when he resigned, hav-

Court from 1842 to

—
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ing served nearly twentj--t\vo years. Durinj,'
this period he more than once occupied the posiBeing embarrassed by the
tion of Chief-Justice.
tinancial stringency of 1837-38, in the latter year
he entered a tract of laud near Plainfield, and.
taking his family with him, began farming.
Later in life, while a resident of Ottawa, he
became interested in the construction of telegraph
lines in the West, which for a time bore his name
and were ultimately incorporated in the "Westem Union," laying the foundation of a large
fortime. On retiring from the bench, he devoted
himself for the remainder of his life to his private

Acting Superintendent for several months, when
the place was tilled by tlie appointment of Dr.
Andrew McFarland of New Hampshire, his
administration continuing until 1870, when he
resigned on account of ill-health, being succeeded
by Dr. Henry F. Carriel of New Jersey. Dr.
Carriel tendered his resignation in 1893, and,
after one or two further changes, in 1897 Dr.
F. C. Winslow, who had been Assistant Superintendent under Dr. Carriel, was placed in charge

and to literary labors. Among
works are "The Antelope and Deer
"A Summer in Norway," "Misceland "Early Bench and Bar of Illinois."

extension in which were to be the chapel, kitchen
and employes' quarters. .Subsequently these
wings were greatly enlarged, permitting an
increase in the number of wards, and as the
exigencies of the institution demanded, appropriations have been made for the erection of additional buildings.
Numerous detached buildings
have been erected within the past few years, and
the capacity of the institution greatly increased
"Tlie Annex" admitting of the introduction of
many new and valuable features in the classifica-

affairs, to travel,

his published

of America,"
lanies. '"

Died in Chicago, July 30, 1895.
CAVARLY, Alfred W., early lawyer and legislator, was born in Connecticut, Sept. 15, 1793;
served as a soldier in the War of 1812, and, in
1822, came to Illinois, first settling at Edwardsville, and soon afterwards at CarroUton, Greene
County. Here he was elected Representative in
the Fifth General Assembly (1820), and again to
the Twelfth (1840) also served as Senator in the
Thirteenth, Fourteenth and Fifteenth Assemblies
(1842-48), acting, in 1845, as one of the CommisIn 1844, he was
sioners to revise the statutes.
chosen a Presidential Elector, and, in 1846, was a
prominent candidate for the Democratic nomination for Governor, but was defeated in convenMr. Cavarly was
tion by Augustus C. French.
prominent both in his profession and in the
;

member

Legislature while a

of

that body.

In

1853,

he removed to Ottawa, where he resided

until

liis

death, Oct.

CEXTERVILLE

25. 1876.

a village in
of Grundy County, near

(or Central City),

the coal-mining district
Coal City. Population (isso).

673.

CENTRAL HOSPITAL FOR THE INSANE,
established under act of the Legislature passed
March 1, 1847, and located at Jacksonville, Mor-

gan County.

Its

founding was largely due to the

philanthroi)ic efforts of Miss Dorothea L.

Dix,

who

addressed the people from the platform and
appeared before the General Assembly in behalf
of this class of unfortunates.
Construction of
the building was begun in 1848. By 1851 two
wards were ready for occupancy, and the first

November of that year.
The first Superintendent was Dr. J. M. Higgins,
who served less than two years, when he was sucpatient

was received

in

ceeded by Dr. H. K. Jones,
ant Superintendent.
Dr.

who had been
Jones

Assist-

remained as

of the institution. The original plan of construction provided for a center building, five and a
half stories high, and two wings with a rear

—

and treatment of patients. The number of
inmates of late years has ranged from 1,200 to
tion

The counties from which patients are
in this in.stitution embrace: Rock
Mercer, Henry, Bureau, Putnam, Marshall, Stark, Knox, Warren, Henderson, Hancock,
McDonough, Fulton, Peoria, Tazewell, Logan,
Mason, Menard, Cass, Schuyler, Adams, Pike,
Calhoun, Brown, Scott, Morgan, Sangamon,
Christian, Montgomery, Macoupin, Greene and
1,400.

received

Island,

Jersey.

CENTRALIA, a city and railwaj^ junction in
Marion County, 250 miles south of Chicago. It
forms a trade-center for the famous "fruit belt"
of Southern Illinois.
It has also coal mines
and various descriptions of manufactories, including flour and n)Iling mills, nail factory, iron
foundries and railway repair shops. There are
two daily. The
three papers published here
city has several parks and an excellent system of

—

graded schools, including a high school.

Popula-

tion (1880), 3,621; (1890), 4,763.

&

CENTRALIA
(See Cetitralia

d-

ALTAMONT RAILROAD.

Chester Railroad.)

CENTRALIA & CHESTER RAILROAD,
way

a

rail

wholly within the State, extending
from Salem, in jNIarion County, to Chester, on the
Mississippi River (91.6 miles), with a lateral
branch from Sparta to Roxborough (5 miles), and
trackage facilities over the Illinois Central from
the branch junction to Centralia (2.9 miles)
line

HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.

86
total, 99.5 miles.

The original

line

was chartered

& Chester Railroad, in December,
completed from Sparta to Coulterville in
1889, and consolidated the same year witli the
Siiarta & Evausville and the CentraUa & Altamont Railroads (projected); line completed

as the Centralia
lsy7,

from Centralia to Evansville early in 1894. The
branch from Sparta to Rosborough was built in
1895, the section of the main line from Centralia
to Salem (14.9 miles) in 1896, and that irom
Chester (17.6 miles) in 1897-98,
The road was placed in the hands of a receiver,
June 7, 1897, and the expenditures for extension
and equipment made under authority granted by
the United States Court fur the issue of Receiver's
Evansville to

The

certificates.
841, of

which

total capitalization

.?978,000 is in stocks

and

is

§2,374,-

.?948,000 in

bonds.

CENTRAL MILITARY TRACT RAILROAD.

&

Quincy Railroad.)
(See Chicago. Burlington
CERRO GORDO, a town in Piatt County, 12
miles by rail east-northeast of Decatur.

The crop

of cereals in the surrounding country is sufficient
to support an elevator at Cerro Gordo, which has
also a flouring mill, brick and tile factories, plow

There are four churches, graded
a bank and two newspaper offices.
Population (1880), 565; (1890), 939.
CHADDOCK COLLEGE, an institution under
tlie patronage of the Methodist Episcopal Church
at Quincy, 111., incorporated in 1878; is co-educational, has a faculty of ten instructors, and
reports 127 students— 70 male and 57 female— in
works,

etc.

schools,

Besides the usual departscience and the classics,
given to classes in theology, music,
the fine arts, oratory and preparatory studies. It
has property valued at $110,000, and reports an
endowment fund of §8,000.

the classes of 1895-96.

ments

in

instruction

literature,
is

also editor of the University "Journal of Geol-

ogy" and President of the Chicago Academy of
Sciences.
Professor Chamberlin is author of a
of volumes on educational and scientific

number

chiefly in the line of geology.
He
received the degree of LL.D. from the University of Michigan, Beloit College and Columbian
University, all on the same date (1887).

subjects,

CHAMPAIGN, a flourishing city in Champaign
County, 128 miles southwest of Chicago and 83
miles northeast of Springfield is the intersecting
point of tliree lines of railway and connected
with the adjacent city of Urbana, the countyseat, by an electric railway.
The University of
Illinois is located between the two cities, the
grounds of the institution being partly in each
corporation.
Champaign has an admirable system of water-works, well paved streets, and is
lighted by both gas and electricity. The surroimding country is agricultural, but the city has
manufactories of bagging, twine, flour, carriages
and drain-tile. There are three papers published
here two issuing daily edition.? besides a college
weekly conducted by the students of the University.
In the residence portion of the city there is
a handsome park .covering ten acres, and several
smaller parks in otiier sections. There are
;

—

—

handsome

several

churches,

and

both public and private.

schools,

excellent

Population

(1880), .5,103; (1890), 5,839.

CHAMPAIGN COUNTY, situated

in the eastern

half of the central belt of the State; area, 1,008

population (1890), 43,159. The
county was organized in 1833, and named for a
county in Ohio. The physical conformation is
The county lies in the
flat, and the soil rich.
heart of what was once called the "Grand

square

miles;

Prairie."

Workable seams

of bituminous

coal

25, 1845;

underlie the surface, but overlying quicksands
interfere witli their operation.
The Sangamon
and Kaskaskia Rivers have their sources in this
region, and several railroads cross the county.

in 1866: took

The

CHAMBERLIN, Thomas

Crowder, geologist

and educator, was born near Mattoon,

111.,

Sept.

graduated at Beloit College, Wisconsin,
a com-se in Michigan University
(1868-69); taught in various Wisconsin institudischarged the duties of State
tions, also
Geologist, later filling the chair of Geology at
Columbian University, Washington. D. C. In
1878, he was sent to Paris, in charge of the educational exhibits of Wisconsin, at the International Exposition of that year during liis visit
making a special study of the Alpine glaciers.
In 1887, he was elected President of the University of Wisconsin, serving until 1893, when he
became Head Professor of Geology at the UniverHe is
sity of Chicago, where he still remains.

—

a black muck underlaid by a yellow
Urbana (with a population of 3,540 in

soil is

clay.

the county-seat. Other important points
county are Champaign (6,000), Tolono
and Rantoul (1,100). Champaign and
Urbana adjoin each other, and the grounds of the
Illinois State University extend into each corporation, being largely situated in Champaign.
Large drifted masses of Niagara limestone are
found, interspersed with coal measure limestone
1890)

is

in the

(1,000),

and sandstone. Alternating beds of clay, gravel
and quicksand of the drift formation are found
beneath the subsoil to the depth of 150 to 300

feet.

;

:
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CHAMPAIGN, HAVANA & WESTERN RAILROAD. (See Illinois Central Railroad.)
CHANDLER, Charles, pliysician, was born at
2, 1806; graduated
with the degree of M.D. at Castleton, Vt., and,

West Woodstock, Conn., July
in 1829, located in Scituate, R.

I.

;

in 1832, started

with the intention of settling at Fort Clark (now
Peoria), 111., but was stopped at Beardstown by
the "Black Hawk War," finally locating on the
Sangamon River, in Cass County, where, in 1848,
he laid out the town of Chandlerville Abraham
Lincoln being one of the surveyors who platted
the town. Here he gained a large practice,
which he was compelled, in his later years, partially to abandon in consequence of injuries
received while prosecuting liis profession, afterwards turning his attention to merchandising
and encouraging the development of tlie locality
in which he lived by promoting the construction
of railroads and the building of schoolhouses and

—

churches.

ence

for

Liberal and public-spirited, his influgood extended over a large region.

Died, April

7,

1879.

CHANDLER, Henry
was born

B., newspaper manager,

at Frelighsburg. Quebec, July

12,

1836

began teaching, and later took charge of
the business department of "The Detroit Free
Press"; in 1861, came to Chicago with Wilbur F.
Storey and became business manager of "The
Chicago Times" in 1870, disagreed with Storey
and retired from newspaper business. Died, at

at 18

lie

;

Yonkers, N. Y., Jan.

18, 1896.

CHANDLERVILLE,

a village in Cass County,
on the Chicago, Peoria & St. Louis Railroad, 7
miles north bj' east from Virginia, laid out in
1848 by Dr. Charles Chandler, an early settler,
and platted by Abraham Lincoln. It lias a bank,
four churches, a weekly newspaper, a flour and

Population (1880), 681; (1890), 916.
a village of Morgan County, at the
Wabash and the Chicago,
Burlington & Quincy Railroads, 10 miles west of
Population (1890), 4.j0.
Jacksonville.
CHAPPELL, Charles H., railway manager,
was born in Du Page County, 111., March 3, 1841.
With an ardent passion for the railroad business,
at the age of 16 he obtained a position as freight
brakeman on the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy
Railroad, being steadily promoted through the
ranks of conductor, train-master and dispatcher,
until, in 186.5, at the age of 24, he was appointed
General Agent of tlie Eastern Division of the
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy. Other railroad
positions which Mr. Chappell has since held are
Superintendent of a division of the Union Pacific

a saw-mill.

CHAPIN,

intersection of the

Assistant or Divi.sion Superintendent
& Quincy, or some of
branches (1870-74) General Superintendent
of the Missouri, Kansas & Texas (1874-76);
Superintendent of the Western Division of the
Wabash (1877-79). In 1880, he accepted the
position of Assistant General Superintendent of
the Chicago & Alton Railroad, being advanced in
the next three years through the grades of
General .Superintendent and Assistant General
Manager, to that of General Manager of the
entire system, which he has continued to fill for
over twelve years. Quietly and witliout show or
display, Mr. Chappell continues in the discharge
of his duties, assisting to make the system with
which he is identified one of the most successful
and perfect in its operation in the whole country.
CHARLESTON, the county-seat of Coles
County, an incorporated city and a railway
junction, 46 miles we.st of Terre Haute, Ind. It
lies in the center of a farming region, yet has
several factories, including woolen and flouring
mills, broom, plow and carriage factories, a
foundry and a canning factory. Four newspapers are published here, three of them daily.
Population (1880), 2,867; (1890), 4,135. The Eastern State Normal School was located liere in 189.5.
CHARLESTON, NEOGA & ST. LOUIS RAILROAD. (See Toledo, St. Louis <t Kansas City
(1869-70)

;

of the Chicago, Burlington
its

;

Railroad. )

CHARLEVOIX,

Pierre Francois Xarier de,

celebrated French traveler and an early
explorer of Illinois, born at St. Quentin, France,
He entered the Jesuit Society,
Oct. 29, 1682.

a

and while a student was sent to Quebec
(1695), where for four years he was instructor in
the college, and completed his divinity studies.
In 1709 he returned to France, but came again to
Quebec a few years later. He ascended the St.
Lawrence, sailed through Lakes Ontario and Erie,
and finally reached the Mississippi by way of the
Illinois River.
After visiting Cahokia and the
surrounding county (1720-21), he continued down
the Mississippi to New Orleans, and returned to
France by way of Santo Domingo. Besides some
works on religious subjects, he was the author of
histories of Japan,

Paraguay and San Domingo.

His great work, however, was the "History of
New France," which was not published until
twenty years after his death. His journal of his
American explorations appeared about the same
His history has long been cited by
time.
scholars as authority, but no English translation
was made until 1865. when it was undertaken by
Shea. Died in France, Fel). 1, 1761.

"
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CHASE, Philander, Protestant Episcopal
Bishop, was born in Cornisli, Vt., Dec 14, 177.5,
and graduated at Dartmouth in 1795. Although
reared as a Congregatioualist, he adopted the
Episcopal faith, and was ordained a priest in
1799, for several years laboring as a missionary
in Northern aud Western New York. In 1805,
he went to New Orleans, but returning North in
1811, spent six years as a rector at New Haven,
Conn. then engaged in missionary work in Ohio,
organizing a number of parishes and founding an
academy at Worthington; was consecrated a
Bishop in 1819, and after a visit to England to
raise funds, laid the foundation of Kenyon
College and Gambler Theological Seminary,
named in honor of two English noblemen who
had contributed a large portion of the funds.
Differences arising with some of his clergy in
reference to the proper use of the funds, he
resigned both the Bishopric and the Presidency
of the college in 1831. and after three years of
missionary labor in Michigan, in 1835 was chosen
Bishop of Illinois. Making a second visit to
England, he succeeded in raising additional
funds, and, in 1838, founded Jubilee College at
Robin's Nest, Peoria County, 111., for which a
charter was obtained in 1847. He was a man of
great religious zeal, of indomitable perseverance
and the most successful pioneer of the Episcopal
Chiu-ch in the West. He was Presiding Bishop
from 1843 until his death, which occm-red Sept.
Several volumes appeared from his pen,
20, 1852.
the most important being "A Plea for the West"
(1836), and "Reminiscences: an Autobiography,
Comprising a History of the Principal Events in
the Author's Life" (1848).
CHATHAM, a village of Sangamon County, on
the Chicago & Alton Railroad, 9 miles south of
Population (1880), 454; (1890), 483.
Springfield.
CHATSWORTH, a town in Livingston County,
on the Toledo, Peoria & Warsaw Railway, 79
,

miles east of Peoria and 44 miles east-northeast
It 'is the center of a farming
of Bloomington.
and stock-raising district, but has brick works
and some other manufactories. It has a bank,
four churches, a graded school and two weekly
Population (1880), 1,054; (1890), 837.
papers.
CHEBANSE, a town in Iroquois and Kankakee
Counties, on the Illinois Central Railroad, 64
miles south-southwest from Chicago; the place
has a bank and two nevs^spapers. Population
(1880), 738; (1890), 616

CHENEY, Charles Edward, Bishop of the Reformed Protestant Episcopal Church, was born in
Canandaigua, X. Y., Feb.

12,

1836; graduated at

Hobart in

1857,

and began study

for the ministry

of the Protestant Episcopal Church.

Soon after

ordination he became rector of Christ Cliurch,
Chicago, and was prominent among those wlio,

under the leadership of Assistant Bishop Cummins of Kentucky, organized the Reformed Epis

He was elected Missionary
Bishop of the Northwest for the new organizaand was consecrated in Christ Church,
Chicago, Dec. 14, 1873.
CHENEY, John Vance, author and librarian,,
was born at Groveland, N. Y., Dec. 29, 1848,
though the family home was at Dorset, Vt..
where he grew up and received his primary education.
He acquired his academic training at
Manchester, Vt., and Temple Hill Academy,
Genesee, N. Y., graduating from the latter in
1865, later becoming Assistant Principal of the
same institution. Having studied law, he wasadmitted to tlie bar successively in Massachusetts
and New York; but meanwhile having written
copal Church in 1873.

tion,

"Scribner's Monthly"
"Century Magazine"), while under the
he gradually
adopted literature as a profession. Removing to
the Pacific Coast, he took charge, in 1887, of the
Free Public Library at San Francisco, remaining

considerably for the old

(now

editorship of Dr. J. G. Holland,

until

1894,

when he accepted

the jjosition of

Librarian of the Newberry Library in Chicago,
as successor to Dr. William F. Poole, deceased.
Besides two or three volumes of verse. Mr. Cheney
the author of numerous essays on literary
His published works include "Thistlepoems (1887); "Wood-Blooms," poems(1888), "Golden Guess," essays (1893); "That
Dome in Air," essaj's (1895); "Queen Helen,"
poem (1895) and "Out of the Silence," poem
He is also editor of " Wood Notes Wild,
(1897).
by Simeon Pease Cheney (1893), and Caxton Club's
edition of Derby's Phoenixiana.
CHEN A, an incorporated city of McLean.
County, at the intersecting point of the Toledo,
Peoria & Warsaw and the Chicago & Alton Railroads, 48 miles east of Peoria. 33 miles northeast
of Bloomington, and 103 miles south of Chicago.
Agriculture, dairy farming, fruit-growing and
coal-mining are the chief industries of the surrounding region, one mine being operated within
the corporate limits. The city also has a creamery, canning works and tile works, besides two
banks, seven chiirches, a graded school and two
weekly papers. Population (1880), 1,063; (1890),
is

subjects.

Drift,"

1,236.

CHESBROUGH, Ellis Sylvester, civil engineer,
was born

in Baltimore, Md., July

6,

1813; at the
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age of thirteen was chamman to an engineering
party on the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad, being
later employed on other roads.
In 1837, he was
appointed senior assistant engineer in the construction of the Louisville, Cincinnati

&

Charles-

ton Railroad, and, in 1846, Chief Engineer of the
Boston Waterworks, in 1850 becoming sole Commissioner of the Water Department of that city.
In 1855, he became engineer of the Chicago Board
of Sewerage Commissioners, and in that capacity
designed the sewerage system of the city also
planning the river tunnels. He resigned the
office of
Commissioner of Public Works of
Chicago in 1879. He was regarded as an authority on water-supply and sewerage, and was consulted by the officials of New York, Boston,
Toronto, Milwaukee and other cities. Died,

—

CHESXUT, John A., lawyer, was bom in Ken19, 1816, his father being a native of
South Carolina, but of Irish descent. John A.
was educated principally in his native State, but
came to Illinois in 1830, read law with P. H.
Winchester at Carlinville, was admitted to the
bar in 1837, and practiced at Carlinville until
1855, when he removed to Springfield and engaged
in real estate and banking business.
Mr. Chesnut was associated with many local business
enterprises, was for several years one of the
Trustees of the Institution for the Deaf and
Dumb at Jacksonville, also a Trustee of the
Illinois Female College (Methodist) at the same
place, and was Supervisor of the United States
Census for the Sixth District of Illinois in 1880.
Died, Jan 14, 1898.
CHESTER, the county-seat, of Randolph
County, situated on the Mississippi River, 76

tucky, Jan.

miles south of St. Louis. It is the seat of the
Southern Illinois Penitentiary and of the State
A.sylum for Insane Convicts
It stands in the
heart of a region abounding in bituminous coal,
and is a prominent shipping point for this commodity also has quarries of building stone. It
has a grain elevator, flouring mills, rolling mills
and foundries. Population (1880), 2,580; (1890),
:

2.708.

CHETLAIN, Augustus

Louis, soldier, was born

in St. Louis, Mo., Dec. 26, 1824, of

—

French Hugue-

not stock his parents having emigrated from
Switzerland in 1823, at first becoming members
of the Selkirk colony on Red River, in Manitoba.
Having, received a common school education, he
became a merchant at Galena, and was the first
to volunteer tliere in response to the call for
troops after the bombardment of Fort Sumter, in

1861,

being chosen to the captaincy of a company

Twelfth Regiment of Illinois Volunteers,
which General Grant had declined; participated
in the campaign on the Tennessee River which
resulted in the capture of Fort Donelson ami the
battle of Shiloh, meanwhile being commissioned
in the

Lieutenant-Colonel also distinguished himself at
Corinth, where he remained in command until
1863, and organized the first colored regiment raised in the West. In December, 1863, he
was promoted Brigadier-General and placed in
charge of the organization of colored troops in
Tennessee, serving later in Kentucky and being
brevetted Major-General in January, 1864. From
January to October, 1865, he commanded the
post at Memphis, and later the District of Talladega, Ala., until January, 1860, when he was
mustered out of the service. General Chetlain
was Assessor of Internal Revenue for the District
of Utah (1867-69), then appointed United States
Consul at Brussels, serving until 1872, on his
return to the United States establishing himself
as a banker and broker in Chicago.
CHICAGO, the coimty-seat of Cook County,
;

May,

and (1890) second city in
tlie United States.
Situation.— The city is situated at the southwest bend of Lake Michigan, 18 miles north of
the extreme southern point of the lake, at the
mouth of the Chicago River; 715 miles west of
New York, 590 miles north of west from Washington, and 260 miles northeast of St. Louis.

chief city of Illinois

population in

From

the Pacific Coast it is distant 2,417 miles.
Latitude 41° 52' north; longitude 87° 35' west of

Greenwich.

Area

(1898), 186 square miles.

Topography.—Chicago stands on the dividing
ridge between the Mississippi and St. Lawreice
It is 502 feet above sea-level, and its
is some 18 feet above Lake MichiThe Chicago River is virtually a bayou,
dividing into north and south liranches about a
half-mile west of the lake. The surrounding

basins.

highest point

gan.

country is a low, flat prairie, but engineering
science and skill have done mucli for it in the
way of drainage. The Illinois & Michigan Canal
terminates at a point on the south branch of
the Chicago River, within the city limits, and
unites the waters of Lake Michigan with those
of the Illinois River.

Commerce.— The Chicago River, with its
branches, aff'ords a water frontage of nearly 00
miles, tlie gi'eater part of which is utilized for
the shipment and imloading of grain, lumber,
stone, coal, merchandise, etc. Another navigable
stream (the Calmnet River) also lies within the
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Dredging has made the Chi-

corporate limits.

cago River, with its branches, navigable for
The harbor has also been
vessels of deep draft.
widened and deepened. Well constructed breakwaters protect the vessels lying inside, and the
port is as safe as any on the great lakes. The
city is a port of entry, and the tonnage of vessels
arriving there exceeds that of any other port in
the United States. During 1897, 9,156 vessels
arrived, with an aggregate tonnage of 7,209,442,
while 9,201 cleared, representing a tonnage of
It is

7,185,324.

the largest grain market in the

its elevators (in 1897) having a capacity
of 32, 550, 000 bushels.
According to the reports of the Board of Trade,
the total receipts and shipments of grain for

world,

In 1894, there were received 8,788,049
animals (of all descriptions), valued at §148, 057,626.
Chicago is also a primary market for hides
and leather, the production and sales being both
acres.

of large proportions, and the trade in manufactured leather (notably in boots and shoes)
exceeds that of any other market in the country.
Ship-building is a leading industry, as are also
brick-making, distilling and brewing.
Transportation, etc.— Besides being the chief
port on the great lakes, Chicago ranks second to
no other American city as a railway center. Tlie

old

"Galena

&

was operated

Chicago Union,'' its first railroad,
and within three years a

in 1849,

substantial advance had been scored in the
of steam transportation.

way

Since then the multi-

—counting flour as its grain equiva-

plication of railroad lines focusing in or passing

lent in bushels— amounted to 323,097,453 bushels
of the former, to 289,920,028 bushels of the latter.
The receipts and shipments of various products

127,426,374
110,293,647
4,935,308
18,116,594
229,005,246

through Chicago has been rapid and steady. In
1895 not less than thirty-eight distinct lines enter
the city, although these are operated by only
twenty-two companies. Some 2,600 miles of
railroad track are laid within the city limits.
The number of trains daily arriving and departing (suburban and freight included) is about
2,000.
Intramural transportation is afforded by
electric, steam, cable and horse-car lines.
Four
tunnels under the Chicago River and its branches,
and numerous bridges connect the various divi-

110,286,6.52

sions of tlie city.

the year 1898

for the year (1898)

Flour (bbls.)

Wheat

(bu.)

Receipts.
5,316,195

.

Rye

"...
"...
"...

Barley

"

Corn
Oats

.

Cured Meats

.

.

.

.

(lbs.)

Dressed Beef "
Live-stock Hogs

—

were as follows:

.

Cattle

Sheep

Shipments.

3.5,741,555

9,360,968
2,480,632
3,502,378

Chicago is also an important lumber market,
the receipts in 1895, including shingles, being
As a center for beef and pork1,562,527 M. feet.
packing, the city is without a rival in the amount

History.— Point du Sable (a native of San
Domingo) was admittedly the first resident of
Chicago other than the aborigines. The French
missionaries and explorer.s Marquette, Joliet,
La Salle, Hennepin and others came a century

—

—

of its products, there having been 92,459 cattle

beginning in 1673,
After the expulsion of the French at the close of
the French and Indian War, the territory passed

In bank
760,51.4 hogs packed in 1894-95.
and general mercantile business it
ranks second only to New York, while it is also
one of the chief manufacturing centers of the
country. The census of 1890 shows 9. 9.-)9 manufacturing establishments, with a capital of 8292,477,038; employing 203,108 hands, and turning
out products valued at §632,184,140. Of the output by far the largest was that of the slaughtering and meat-packing establishments, amounting
to $203,825,092; men's clothing came next (S32,517,226) iron and steel. §31,419,854; foundry and
machine shop products, $29,928,616; planed
lumber, $17,604,494.
Chicago is also the most
important live-stock market in the United States.
The Union Stock Yards (in the southwest part of
the city) are connected with all railroad lines
entering the city, and cover many hundreds of

under British control, though French traders
remained in this vicinity after the War of the
Revolution. One of these named Le Mai followed
Point du Sable about 1796, and was himself succeeded by John Kinzie, the Indian trader, who
came in 1803. Fort Dearborn was built near the
mouth of the Chicago River in 1804 on land
acquired from the Indians by the treaty of
Greenville, concluded by Gen. Anthony Wayne
in 1795, but was evacuated in 1812, when most of
the garrison and the few inhabitants were massa(See Fort Dearborn.) The
cred by the savages.
fort was rebuilt in 1816, and another settlement
established around it. The first Government
survey was made, 1829-30. Early residents were
the Kinzies, the Wolcotts, the Beaubiens and the
The Black Hawk War (1832) rather
Millers.
aided in developing the resources and increasing

and

clearings

;

earlier,

their

explorations

.

.

.

.
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the population of the infant settlement
it

settlers

was obtained

.and Chicago became
number of votes cast at that
The census of the city for the 1st
of July of that year showed a population of 4,180.
The following table shows the names and term
of office of the chief city officers from 1887 to

by draw-

ever, a charter

The
time was 703.

from the interior

for purposes of
organization was
mutual protection.
effected on August 10, 1S32, the total number of
votes polled being 'i8. The town grew rapidly
for a time, but received a set-back in the financial
During May of that year, howcrisis of 183T.

ing to

a city.

Town

total

C'TY ATTORNF

Wm.

B.

Ogdeo

Buckner
BenJ.

8.

N. Arnold, Geo.
Davis
.iWm. H. Brackett..
;Geo.

,

W. Raymond

Alexander Lloyd
F. C.
Benj.

'I.

,

Morris

James H. Woodworth
James H. Woodworth
Walter a (iurnee
Walters. Gurnee
Charles M. Gray

Giles Spring
O R. W.LuIl

Wm.
Wm.
Wm.

Henry H.Clark
Henry H. Clark
Arno Voss
Arno Voas

Edward Manlerre.
Edward Manlerre.
Edward Manlerre.
Edward Manlerre.

Patrick BallingaU
A. Thompson

Wm. F

Henry B. Clarke

Henry
Henry
Henry
Henry
Henry
Henry

I

Charles H. Larrabee
Patrick BallingaU

W. Zimmerman
W. Zimmerman
W. Zimmerman
W. Zimmerman
W. Zimmerman
W. Zimmerman

.
.

.
.

John C. Haiii
John Wentworth..
Julians. Rumsey.
F. C. Sherman ....
F. C. Sherman

Abraham Kohn

.

;

Hasbrouck Davis
IHaabrouck Davis

lAlbert H. Bodman ...
lAlbert H. Bodman...
Charles T. Hotchklss..
Charles T. Hotchklss
Ciiarles T. Hotchklss..
Charles T. Hotchklss..
Joa. K. C. Forrest
Jos. K. C. Forrest

Egbert Jamieson
Egbert Jamieson

I

.Caspar Butz
'P. J.
IP. J.

H

C.
jl).

Herman Plautz
W. NIckerson
Van

Hempstead Washburne.
Carter H. Harrison,
Swift.dll John P. Hopkii
I

895-96 ]Geo. B. .Swift

.

Wm. F. Wentworth.
Wm. F. Wentworth.

.

.

Wm.

F. Wentworth.
David A. Gage.
David A. Gage.
David A. Gage.
David A Gage.
Daniel O'Hara.
Daniel O'Hara.

..
..

iChaa. B. Larrabee.
|W. C. Seipp.

iRudolph Brand.

Hempstead Washburne

...

pstead Washburne
F. Sugg
.|Ge
[Jacob J. Kern

Cleave

Chas. D. Gastfield
iJames R. B. Van Cleave

William

farter H. Harrison. Jr
H. Harrison, Jr

- Carter

Wm.

M. Devine.
Hermaii Plautz
Bernard Roesing.

!C

Michael

I. N. Arnold resigned, and Geo. Davis appointed, October. 18:i7.
Gurnee resigned, Bolles appointed his successor. April. 1840.
Manlerre resigned. Brown appointed his successor. July, 1843.
Election of Garrett declared illegal, and Sherman elected at new
Brown appointed to fill vacancy caused by resignation of Rucker.
Harvey resigned and Hunt appointed to (ill vacancy

(

then in ofBce refused to canvass this vote, hut its successor, at its first meeting,
Colvin, the incumbent, refused to surrender the office, claiming the right to " hoi
for tlie office, which resulted In a decision by the Supreme Court denying the claims or ootn conti
election was ordered by the City Council, July 12, 1876, at which Monroe Heath was elected, serving <
City Attorney Kern, having resigned Novemtier 21, 1892, Geo. A. Trude was appointed to serve out tl
[ayor Harrison, having been assassinated. October
elected Geo. B Swift an .<lderra'«n from theElever
1893, John P. Hopkins was elected to fill out

J.

Branslield.

Adam Wolf.
Ernst Hummel.
Adam Ortseifen.

.

Loeftler

'William Loefller

i

Rice (7)

A. G. Throop.
A. G. Throop.

R. S. Tuthill
Julius S. Grinnell
Julius S. Grinnell
Julius S. Qrinnen

Howard
Howard

John G. Neumelster

883-84
885-86 Carter
Harrison
887-88 John A. Roche
Dewitt C. Cregier

8a7-!)8

Rice.

H. Cutting, W.
David A. Gage.
David A. Gage.

R.8. Tuthill

Caspar Butz

M

De Wolf.

Colvii

Thomas Hoyne

.893

Church.

F.

Israel N. Stiles...!
Israel N. Stiles ....
Israel N. Stiles ...
Israel N. Stiles ....

.

Harvey D. Colvin
Harvey I>. Colvin
Monroe Heath,(9) H. D.

W. H.

Geo. A. Meech
Francis Adams
Francis Adams
Daniel D. Driscoll.
Daniel D. Driscoll

H.
Albert H. Bodman....

.

L.

Alonzo Harvey.
Alonzo Harvey.
Alonzo Harvey ,C.W.Hunt(«)

John Lyle King
Ira W. Buel

....

J. Marble
J. Marble
H. W. Zimmerman
H. W. Zimmerman
Albert H. Bodman

A.
A.

F. C.

L. Church.
Oetzler.
L. Church.

Andrew

O. J. Rose.
C. N. Holden.

Elliott Anthony...
Geo. F. Crocker...

MedlU

Bollea(J)

Uriah P. Harris.

J.
.

II

Jo»eph Medil

Dole.

Sidney Abell

I

John B. Rice
John B. Rice ...
JohnB. Kice ...
John B Rice (81
B.B. Mason....
R. B. Mason

W.

W.S. Gurnee, N. H.
N. H. Bollea.

G. Manlerre,

ISidney Abeil

Thomas Dyer
John Wentworth.
John C. Hal

.

Geo.

Henry Brown
P. C. Sherman.
Henry Brown(3) Walters. Gurnee.
E. A. Rucker
Henry W.Clarke
Walters. Gurnee.
E. A. Bucker.Wm.S.Brown(5 Henry W. Clarke
Wm. L. Church.
James M, Lowe

I

Ira L, Milliken
Levi D. Boone

^Samuel L. Smith
Mark Skinner
Geo. Manlerre

Thomas Hoyne ...
Thomas Hoyne...

,

Sherman
W. Raymond

Augustus Garrett
Aug. Garrett. Alson S.Sherma
Aug.Oarrett.AlsonS.Sherma
John P. Chapin

(

City Council at

]avor

of

ad

interim.

A

Mayor Harriso

:
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city steadilj' grew
and commercial importance

The Fire op 1871.— The
beauty, population

i-ii

On

Oct. 9 of that year occurred the
"great fire" the story of which has passed into
history. Recuperation was speedy, and the 3, 100
until 18T1.

acres burned over were rapidly being rebuilt,
when, in 1874, occurred a second conflagration,
although by no means so disastrous as that of
1871.
The city's recuperative power was again
demonstrated, and its subsequent development
has been phenomenal. Tlie subjoined statement

shows

its

growth in population

....
....
....
....
....
....

1837
1840
1850
1860
1870
1880
1890
1898 (School Census)
.

.

.

4,179
4,470
38,269
113,163
298.977

.

.

1,099,8.50

1,851,588

—

—

respec-

South and West. Each division
has its statutory geographical boundaries, and
own
distinct township organizaretains
its
each
This system is anomalous; it has, howtion.
ever, both assailants and defenders.
Public Improvements. Chicago has a fipe
system of parks and boulevards, well developed,
well improved and well managed. One of the
parks {Jackson in the South Division) was the
The
site of the World's Columbian Exposition.
water supply is obtained from Lake Michigan by

tively as North,

—

means of
new and

cribs

and tunnels.

3.000 to 5,000

seen the chaste and the ornate styles being about
equally popular. Among the liandsome public,
or semi-public buildings may be mentioned the
Public Library, the Newberry Library, the Art
Institute, the Armour Institute, the Academy of
Sciences, the Auditorium, the Board of Trade
Building, the Masonic Temple, and several of the
;

Notwithstanding a large foreign population and
a constant army of unemployed men, Chicago
has witnessed only three disturbances of the
peace by mobs the railroad riots of 1877, the
Anarchist disturbance of 1886, and a strike of
railroad employes in 1894.
Chicago long
Municipal Administration.
since outgrew its special charter, and is now
incorporated under the broader provisions of the
law applicable to "cities of the first class," under
which the city is virtually autonomous. The
personnel, drill and equipment of the police and
fire departments are second to none, if noi. superior to any, to be found in other American cities.
The Chicago River, with its branches, divides the

known

each accommodate

largest will

occupants, including tenants and their employes.
In the residence sections wide diversity may be

.503,18.5

city into three principal divisioijs,

Granite and other varieties of stone are used in
the City Hall, County Court House, the Board of
Trade structure, and in a few commercial buildings, as well as in many private residences.
In
the business part of the city, however, steel,
iron, brick and fire clay are the materials most
largely employed in construction, the exterior
walls being of brick. The most approved
methods of fire-proof building are followed, and
the "Chicago construction'' has been recognized
and adopted (with modifications) all over the
United States. Office buildings range from ten
to sixteen, and even, as in tlie case of the Masonic
Temple, twenty stories in height. Most of tliem
are sumptuous as to the interior, and many of the

In this direction

better facilities are being constantly
introduced, and the existing water system will

compare favorably with that of any other American city.
Architecture.— The public and office buildings, a,s well as the business blocks, are in some
instances classical, but generally severely plain.

railroad depots.

—

Education and Libraries.
Chicago has a
public school system unsurpassed for excellence
According to
in any other city in the country.
the report of the Board of Education for 1898, the
city

had a

331 primary and grammar
high schools, employing
and giving instruction to over

total of

schools, besides fourteen

5,368 teachers

236,000 pupils in the course of the year.
total expenditures
$6,785,601,

account

of

of

The

during the year amounted to

which nearly
teachers'

S4,.500,000

salaries.

The

was on
city

has

nearly §7,500,000 invested in school buildings.
Besides jiupils attending public schools there are
about 100,000 in attendance on private and
parochial schools, not reckoning students at
higher institutions of learning, such as medical,
law, theological,
dental and pharmaceutical
and the great University of Chicago.
Near the city are also the Northwestern and the
Lake Forest Universities, the former at Evanston
and the latter at Lake Forest. Besides an extensive Free Public Library for circulating and reference purposes, maintained by public taxation,
and embracing (in 1898) a total of over 233,000
volumes and nearly 50,000 pamphlets, there
are the Library of the Chicago Historical Society
and the Newberry and Crerar Libraries the last
two the outgrowth of posthumous donations by
public-spirited and liberal citizens all open to

schools,

—

—
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the public for purposes of reference under certain
This list does not include the extenconditions.
sive library of the University of Chicago and those
connected with the Armour Institute and the
public scliools. intended for the use of the pupils
of these various institutions

CHICAGO BOARD OF TRADE, one of the
leading commercial exchanges of the world
It
was originally organized in the spring of 1843 as
a voluntary association, with a membership of
eighty-two. Its primary object was the promotion of the city's commercial interests by unity
action.
On Feb. 8, 1849, the Legislature
enacted a general law autliorizing the establishment of Boards of Trade, and under its provisions
an incorporation was effected a second organiFor several
zation being effected in April, 1850.
years the association languished, and at times its
existence seemed precarious. It was, however,
largely instrumental in securing the introduction
of the system of measuring grain bj' weight,
which initial step opened the way for subsequent
great improvements in the methods of handling,
storing, inspecting and grading cereals and seeds.
By the close of 185Q, the association had overcome
the difficulties incident to its earlier years, and
the feasibility of erecting a permanent Exchange
building began to be agitated, but the project lay
dormant for several years. In 18.56 was adopted
the first system of classification and grading of
wheat, wliich, though crude, formed the foundation of the elaborate modern sj^stem, which has
proved of such benefit to the grain-growing
States of the West, and has done so much to give
Chicago its commanding influence in the grain
markets of the world. In 1858, the privilege of
trading on the floor of the Exchange was limited
The same year the Board began
to members.
to receive and send out daily telegraphic market
reports at a cost, for the first year, of 8500,000,
which was defrayed by private subscriptions.
New York was the only city with which such
communication was then maintained. In February, 1859, a special charter was obtained, conferring more extensive powers upon the organization,
and correspondingly increasing its efficiency. An
important era in the Board's history was the

of

—

War

During this struggle its
and generHundreds of thousands of dollars
were contributed, by individual members and
from the treasury of the organization, for the work
of recruiting and equipping regiments, in caring
for the wounded on Southern battlefields, and
providing for the families of enlisted men. In
Civil

attitude

of

1861-65.

was one

ous patriotism.

of undeviating loyalty

1864, the Board waged to a successful issue a war
upon the irredeemable currency with which the
West was then flooded, and secured such
action by the banks and by the railroad and
express companies as compelled its replacement
by United States legal-tender notes and national
bank notes. In 1865, handsome, large (and, as
then supposed, permanent) quarters were occupied in a new building erected by the Chicago
Chamber of Commerce under an agreement with
the Board of Trade. This structure was destroyed
in the fire of October, 1871, but at once rebuilt,
and made ready for re-occupancy in precisely
one year after the destruction of its predecessor.
Spacious and ample as these quarters were then
considered, the growing membership and increasing business demonstrated their inadequacy

entire

before the close of 1877.

Steps looking to the
building were taken in 1881.
new edifice—then the
largest and most ornate of its class in the world
was opened for occupanc.v. The membership
of the Board for the j'ear 1898 aggregated considerably in excess of 1,800. The influence of the
association is felt in every quarter of the commercial world.
erection of a
and, on May

new

1885, the

1,

—

CHICAGO, BURLINGTON

RAILROAD.

(See

&

Chicago.

NORTHERN
&

Burlington

Quincy Railroad.)

CHICAGO, BURLINGTON & QUINCY RAIL-

ROAD (known as the "Burlington Route") is
the parent organization of an extensive .system
which operates railroads in eleven Western and
Northwestern States, furnishing connections
from Chicago with Omaha, Denver, St. Paul and
Minneapolis, St. Louis and Kansas City, Cheyenne (Wyo. ), Billings (Mont.), Deadwood (So.
Dak,), and intermediate points, and having connections bj' affiliated roads with the Pacific Coast.
The main line extends from Chicago to Denver
(Colo.),

1,035.41

miles.

The

mileage of

the

and leased proprietary lines
The Company
uses 307.33 miles in conjunction with other
various branches

(1898) aggregates 4,637.06 miles.

roads,

besides

subsidiary standard-gauge

lines

controlled through the ownership of securities
to 1,440 miles more.
In addition to

amounting

these the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy controls
179 miles of narrow-gauge road. The whole
nmnber of miles of standard-gauge road operated
by the Burlington system, and known as the

Burlington Route, on June

30, 1899, is estimated
which 1,.509 is in lUinois. all but 47
miles being owned by the Company. The system
in Illinois connects many important commercial

at 7,419, of
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points, including Chicago, Aurora, Galesburg,
Quincy, Peoria, Streator, Sterling, Mendota, Fulton, Lewistown, Rushville, Geneva, Keithsburg,
Rock Island, Beardstown, Alton, etc. The entire
capitalization of the line (including stock, bonds

and

floating debt) amounted, in 1898, to 8334,884,-

which was equivalent to about 833,000 per
The total earnings of the road in Illinois,
fiscal year ending June 30, 1898,
amounted to 88,734,997, and the total disbursements of the Company within the State, during
the same period, to 87,469,456. Taxes paid in
The first section of
1898, 8377,968.— (History).
the Chicago. Burlington & Quincy Railroad was
600,

mile.

during the

constructed under a charter granted, in 1849, to
the Aurora Branch Railroad Company, the name
being changed in 18.')3 to the Chicago & Aurora
Railroad Company. The line was completed in
18.53, from the junction with the old Galena &
Chicago Union Railroad, 30 miles west of Chicago, to Aurora, later being extended to Mendota.
In 1855 the name of the Company was changed
by act of the Legislature to the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy. The section between Mendota and
Galesburg (80 miles) was built under a charter
granted in 1851 to the Central Military Tract
Railroad Company, and completed in 1854. July
1856, the two companies were consolidated
9,
under the name of the former. Previous to this
consolidation the Company had extended aid to
the Peoria & Oquawka Railroad (from Peoria to
the Mississippi River, nearly opposite Burlington,
Iowa), and to the Northern Cross Railroad from
Quincy to Galesburg, both of wliich were completed in 1855 and operated by the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy. In 1857 the name of the
Northern Cross was changed to the Quincy &
Chicago Railroad. In 1860 the latter was sold
under foreclosure to the Chicago, Burlington &
Quincy, and, in 1863, the Peoria & Oquawka was
acquired in the same way the former constituting the Quincy branch of the main line and the
Up
latter giving it its Burlington connection.
to 1863, the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy used
the track of the Galena & Cliicago Union Railroad to enter the city of Chicago, but that year

—

began the construction of its line from Aurora to
Chicago, which was completed in 1864. In 1873
it acquired control, by perpetual lease, of the
Burlington & Missouri River Road in Iowa,
and, in 1880, extended this line into Nebraska,
now reaching Billings, Mont., with a lateral
branch to Deadwood, So. Dak. Other branches

by this corporation,
Hannibal Carthage & Bur-

in Illinois, built or acquired

include the Peoria

&

;

lington

;

Quincy

& Warsaw

;

Ottawa, Chicago

&

Fox River Valley; Quincy, Alton & St. Louis,
and the St. Louis, Rock Island & Chicago. The

—

Chicago, Burlington & Northern known as the
Northern Division of the Chicago, Burlington &
Quincy
is an important part of the system,

—

furnishing a connection between St. Louis on
the south and St. Paul and Minneapolis on the
north, of which more than half of the distance of
583 miles between terminal points, is in Illinois.

The

latter division

was

originally chartered, Oct.

and constructed from Oregon, 111., to St.
Minn. (319 miles), and from Fulton to
Savanna, 111 (16.73 miles), and opened, Nov. 1,
1886.
It was formally incorporated into the
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy line in 1899. In
June of the same year the Chicago, Burlington &
Quincy also acquired by purchase the Keokuk &
Western Railroad from Keokuk to Van Wert,
Iowa (143 miles), and the Des Moines & Kansas
City Railway, from Des Moines, Iowa, to Cainesville, Mo. (113 miles).
31, 1885,

Paul,

CHICAGO, DANVILLE & VINCENNES RAILROAD. (See Chicago & Eastern Illinois Railroad. )

CHICACiO DRAINAGE CANAL, a channel or
waterway, in course of construction (1893-99)
from the Chicago River, within the limits of the
city of Chicago, to Joliet Lake, in the Des Plaines
River, about 13 miles above the junction of the
Des Plaines with the Illinois. The primary object
of the channel is the removal of the sewage of
the city of Chicago and the proper drainage of
the region comprised within what is called the
"Sanitary District of Chicago." The feasibility
of connecting the waters of Lake Michigan by
way of the Des Plaines River with those of the
Illinois,

attracted the attention of the earliest

French explorers of this region, and was commented upon, from time to time, by them and

As early as 1808 the subject of
a canal uniting Lake Michigan with the Illinois
was discussed in a report on roads and canals by
Albert Gallatin, then Secretary of the Treasury,
and the project was touched upon in a bill relating to the Erie Canal and other enterprises, introduced in Congress in 1811. The measure continued
to receive attention in the press, in Western
Territorial Legislatures and in official reports,
one of the latter being a report by John C. Calhoun, as Secretary of War, in 1819, in which it is
spoken of as "valuable for military purposes."
In 1833 Congress passed an act granting the
right of way to the State through the public
their successors.

lands for such an enterprise, which

was

followed,
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by a grant of lands for the purpose of its construction. The work was begun in
1836, and so far completed in 1848 as to admit of
the passage of boats from the Chicago basin to La
Salle.
(See Illinois d- Mich igan Canal. ) Under
an act pa,ssed by the Legislature in 1865, the work
of deepening the canal was undertaken by the
city of Cliicago with a view to furnishing means
to relieve the city of its sewage, the work being
completed some time before the fire of 1871. This
scheme having failed to accomplish the object
designed, other measures began to be considered.
Various remedies were proposed, but in all the
authorities were confronted with the difficulty
of providing a fund, under the provisions of the
Constitution of 1870, to meet the necessary cost
live J-ears later,

of construction.
In the closing months of the
year 1885. Hon. H. B. Hurd, who had been a
member of a Board of "Drainage Commissioners." organized in 1855, was induced to give
attention to the subject. Having satisfied himself and others that tlie diflSculties were not
insurmountable with proper action by the Legislature, tlie City Council, on Jan. 27, 1886, passed
a resolution authorizing the Mayor to appoint a
Commission, to consist of 'one expert engineer of
reputation and experience in_ engineering and
sanitary matters," and two consulting engineers,
to constitute a "drainage and water-supply commission" for the purpose of investigating and
reporting upon the matter of water-supply and
disposition of the sewage of the city.
As a
result of this action, Rudolph Hering, of Philadelphia, was appointed expert engineer by Mayor
Harrison, with Benezette Williams and S. G.
Artingstall, of Chicago, as consulting engineers.
At the succeeding session of the General Assembly (1887), two bills one known as the "Hurd
bill" and the other as the "Winston bill," but
both drawn by Mr. Hurd, the first contemplating
doing the work by general taxation and the issue
of bonds, and the other by special assessment
were introduced in that body. As it was found
that neither of these bills could be passed at that
se.ssion, a new and shorter one, which became
known as the "Roche- Winston bill," was introduced and passed near the close of the session.
A resolution was also adopted creating a commission, consisting of two Senators, two Representatives and Mayor Roche of Chicago, to further
'

—

investigate
referred

to,

tlie

subject.

Tlie

later

act, just

provided for the construction of a cut-

from the Des Plaines River, which would
divert the flood-waters of that stream and the
North Branch into Lake Michigan north of the

off

'.•5

Nothing was done under this act, however.
At the next session (1889) the commission made u,
favorable report, and a new law was enacted
embracing the main features of the Hurd bill,
though changing the title of the organization to
be formed from the "Metropolitan Town," as
proposed by Mr. Hurd, to the "Sanitary District."
The act, as passed, provided for the
election of a Board of nine Trustees, their powers
city.

being confined to "providing for the drainage of
the district," both as to surplus water and sewMuch opposition to the measure had been
developed during the pendency of the legislation
age.

on the subject, especially in the Illinois valley,
on sanitary grounds, as well as fear of midsummer flooding of the bottom lands which are
cultivated to some extent but this was overcome
by the argument that the channel would, when
the Des Plaines and Illinois Rivers were improved
between Joliet and La Salle, furnish a new and
;

enlarged waterway for tlie passage of vessels
between the lake and the Mississippi River, and
the enterprise was indorsed by conventions held
at Peoria, Memphis and elsewhere, during the
eighteen months preceding the passage of the
act.
The promise ultimately to furnish a flow of
not less than 600,000 cubic feet per minute also
excited alarm in cities situated upon the lakes,
lest the taking of so large a volume of water from
Lake Michigan should affect the lake-level
injuriously to navigation
but these apprehensions were quieted by the assurance of expert
engineers that the greatest reduction of the lakelevel below the present minimum would not
exceed three inches, and more likely would not
;

produce a perceptible

effect.

At the general election, held Nov. 5, 1889,
the "Sanitary District of Chicago" was organized by an almost vmanimous popular vote
the returns showing 70,958 votes for the
The District, as thus
measure to 242 against.
formed, embraces all of the city of Chicago
north of Eighty-seventh Street, with fortythree square miles outside of the city limits
but within tlie area to be benefited by the
improvement. Though the channel is located
partly in Will County, the district is wholly in
Cook and bears the entire expense of construction.
The first election of Trustees was held at a
special election, Dec. 12, 1889, the Trustees then
elected to hold their offices for five years and
until the following November. The second
election occurred, Nov. 5, 1895, when the Board,
as now con.stituted (1899), was chosen, viz.
William Boldenweck, Joseph C. Braden, Zina R.

—

;

,

,
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Carter. Bernard A. Eckhart, Alexander J. Jones,

Thomas Kelly, James P. Mallette, Thomas A.
Smyth and Frank Wenter. The Trustees have
power to sell bonds in order to procure funds to
prosecute the work and to levy taxes upon property vfithin the district, under certain limitations
as to length of time the taxes run and the rate
per cent imposed. Under an amendment of the
Drainage Act adopted by the Legislature in 1897,
the rate of assessment upon property within the
Drainage District is limited to one and one-half
per cent, up to and including the year 1899, but
after that date becomes one-half of one per cent.
The bed of the channel, as now in process of
construction, commences at Robey Street and the
South Branch of the Chicago River, 5.8 miles
from Lake Michigan, and extends in a southwesterly direction to the vicinity of Summit,
where it intersects the Des Plaines River. From
this point it follows the bed of that stream to
Lockport, in Will County, wliere, in consequence
of the sudden depression in the ground, the bed of
the channel comes to the surface, and where the
great controlling works are situated. This has made
necessary the excavation of about thirteen miles

new channel for the river—which runs parallel
with, and on the west side of, the drainage canal
—besides the construction of about nineteen
miles of levee to separate the waters of the
canal from the river. The following statement
of the quality of the material excavated and the
dimensions of the work, is taken from a paper by
Hon. H. B. Hurd, under the title, "The Chicago
Drainage Channel and Waterway," published in
the sixtli volume of "Industrial Chicago" (1896):
"Through that portion of the channel between
Chicago and Summit, which is being constructed
to produce a flow of 300,000 cubic feet per minute,
which is supposed to be sufficient to dilute sewage for about the present population (of Chicago)
the width of the channel is 110 feet on the bottom, with side slopes of two to one. Tliis portion
of the channel is ultimately to be enlarged to the
of

capacity of 600,000 cubic feet per minute. The
bottom of the channel, at Robey Street, is 34.448
The width of the
feet below Chicago datum.

channel from Smiimit down to the neighborhood
of pillow Springs is 203 feet on the bottom, witli
the same side slope. The cut through the rock,
which extends from tlie neighborhood of Willow
Springs to the point wliere the channel runs out
of ground near Lockport, is 160 feet wide at the
bottom. The entire depth of the channel is
substantially the same as at Robey Street, with
the addition of one foot in 40,000 feet. The rock

portion of the channel is constructed to the full
capacity of 600,000 cubic feet per minute. From
the point where the channel runs out of ground
to Joliet Lake, there is a rapid fall over this
slope works are to be constructed to let the water
down in such a manner as not to damage Joliet."
Ground was broken on the rock-cut near
;

Lemont, on Sept. 3, 1893, and work lias been in
progress almost constantly ever since. The progwork was greatly obstructed during
the year 1898, by difficulties encountered in securress of the

ing the right of way for the discharge of the
waters of the canal through the city of Joliet,
but these were compromised near the close of the

and it was anticipated that the work would
be prosecuted to completion during the year
From Feb. 1, 1890, to Deo. 81, 1898, the
1899.
net receipts of the Board for the prosecution of
the work aggregated §38,357,707, while the net
expenditures had amounted to §38,231 864.57. Of
the latter, .530,099,384.67 was charged to construction account, §3,156,903.12 to "land account"
(including right of way), and §1,222,093.83 to the
cost of maintaining the engineering department.
When finished, the cost will reach not less than
These figures indicate the stupen§35,000,000.
year,

dous character of the work, which bids fair to
stand witliout a rival of its kind in modern
engineering and in the results it is expected to
achieve.

CHICAGO GREAT WESTERN RAILWAY.
total mileage of this line, June 30, 1898, was
which 1.53.53 miles are operated
and owned in Illinois. The line in this State
extends west from Chicago to East Dubuque, the
extreme terminal points being Cliicago and
Minneapolis in the Northwest, and Kansas City

The

1,008 miles, of

in the Southwest.

It

has several brandies in lUi

Iowa and Minnesota, and trackage arrangements with several lines, the most important
being with the St. Paul & Northern Pacific (10.56
miles), completing the connection between St.
Paul and Minneapolis with the Illinois Central
from East Dubuque to Portage (13.23 miles), and
with the Chicago & Northern Pacific from Forest
Home to the Grand Central Station in Chicago.
The company's own track is single, of standard
gauge, laid with sixty and seventy-flve-pound
steel rails.
Grades and curvature are light, and
the equipment well maintained. The outstanding capital stock (1898) was §53,019,054; total
capitalization, including stock, bonds and miscellaneous indebtedness, §57,144,245. (History). The
road was chartered, Jan. 5, 1893, under the laws

nois,

;

of Illinois, for the purpose of reoi-ganization of

IILSTOKlCxVL
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the Chicago, St. Paul & Kansas City Railway
Company on a stock basis. During 1895, the
De Kalb & Great Western Railroad (").81 miles)
was built from De Kalb to Sycamore as a feeder
of this

objects

children

among

medical and
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the respectable poor in need of

surgical

aid;

home by an

classes at

line.

ILLINOIS.

Mary Harris Thompson. Its declared
are:
"To afford a home for women and

1865 by Dr.

to treat

the same

assistant physician;

CHICAGO, HARLEM & BATAVIA RAILROAD. (See Chicago & Northern Pacific Rail-

afford a free dispensary for the same,

road.

hospital

)

CHICAGO, HAVANA & WESTERN RAILROAD. (See niinois Central Railroad.
CHICAGO HISTORICAL SOCIETY, organized,
)

train

competent

was fairly well sustained through private benefactions, and, in 1870, largely through
Dr. Thompson's efforts, a college
for the medical education of

a library and a cabinet of antiquities,

School.)

(2) the collection and preservation of historical
manuscripts, documents, papers and tracts; (3)
the encouragement of the discovery and investigation of aboriginal remains, particularly in Illinois; (4) the collection of material illustrating
the growth and settlement of Chicago. By 1871
the Society had accumulated much valuable
material, but the entire collection was destroyed
in the great Chicago fire of that year, among the

manuscripts consumed being the original draft
of the emancipation proclamation bj' Abraham
Lincoln. The nucleus of a second collection was
consumed by fire in 1874. Its loss in this second
conflagration included many valuable manuscripts.
In 1877 a temporary building was
erected,

which was torn down

in 1893 to

make

room for the erection, on the same lot, of a
thoroughly fire-proof structure of granite,
planned after the most approved modern systems.
The new building was erected and dedicated
imder the direction of its late President, Edward G. Mason, Esq., Dec. 12, 1896. The Society's
third collection now embraces about twenty-five
thousand volumes and nearly fifty thousand
pamphlets; seventy-five portraits in oils, with
other works of art; a valuable collection of
manuscript documents, and a large museum of
Mr. Charles
local and miscellaneous antiquities.
Evans is Secretary and Librarian.

CHICAGO HOMEOPATHIC MEDIC.LL COLLEGE, organized

in 1870, with a teaching faculty
and forty-five matriculates. Its first
term opened October 4, of that year, in a leased
By 1881 the college had outgrown its
building.
first quarters and a commodious, well appointed
structure was erected by the trustees, in a more
desirable location. The institution was among

of nineteen

first to introduce a .graded course of instrucextending over a period of eighteen vears.
In 1897, the matriculating class nmnbered over 200.

destroyed in the great fire of 1871, but temporary
accommodations were provided in another section
of tlie city. The following year, with the aid of
$25,000 appropriated by the Chicago Relief and
Aid Society, a permanent building was purchased, and, in 1885, a new, commodious and well
planned building was erected on the same site, at
a cost of about §75,000.

CHICAGO, MADISON & NORTHERN RAILROAD, a line of railway 231.3 miles in length, 140
miles of which

lie within Illinois.
It is operated
Central Railroad Company, and is
"Freeport Division." The par value
of the capital stock outstanding is $50,000 and of
bonds §2,500,000, while the floating debt is
capitalization of
$3,620,698, making a total
(See also Illinois
$6,170,698, or $26,698 per mile.
Central Railroad.) This road was opened from
Chicago to Freeport in 1888.
CHICAGO MEDICAL COLLEGE. (See Northwestern University Medical College.)
CHICAGO, MILWAUKEE & ST. PAUL RAILWAY, one of the great trunk lines of the Northwest, having a total mileage (1898) of 6,153.83

by

tlie Illinois

known as

its

miles, of

which 317.94 are

60, 75

and

85-lb.

§5,572,401.

and founded in

steel rails.

The

total capital

(1898) is $220,005,901, distributed as
follows: capital stock, $77,845,000; bonded debt,

§135,285,500;

at Chicago,

The main

invested

tion,

CHICAGO HOSPITAL FOR WOMEN AND

in Illinois.

extends from Chicago to Minneapolis, 420
it has connections with Kansas
City, Omaha, Sioux City and various points in
Wisconsin, Iowa and the Dakotas. The Cliicago,
Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad Company enjoys
the distinction of being the owner of all the lines
operated by it, thougli it operates 245 miles of
second tracks owned jointly witli other lines.
Tlie greater part of its track is laid with
line

miles, although

the

CHILDREN,located

hospital

exclusively.

Woman's Medical
building was totally

(See Northu-estern University

The

was organized

women

April 24, 1856, for the purposes of (1) establishing
relics, etc.

to

and to
At the outset the

nurses."

1898
tures,

were

other
Its

total

forms of
indebtedness,
earnings in Illinois for

and the total expendiThe total number of em

$5,205,244,

$3,320,248.

ployes in Illinois for 1898 was 2,293,

receiving

;
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§1,746,837.70 in aggregate compensation. Taxes
paid for the same year amounted to §151,285.—

(History).

The Chicago, Milwaukee

& St.

Paul

Railway was organized in 1863 under the name
of the Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway. Tlie Illinois portion of the main line was built under a
charter granted to the Chicago, Milwaukee & St.
Paul Railway Company, and the Wisconsin portion under charter to the Wisconsin Union Railroad Company; the whole built and opened in
1872 and purchased by the Milwaukee & St. Paul
Railway Company. It subsequently acquired by
purchase several lines in Wisconsin, the whole
receiving the present name of the line by act of
the Wisconsin Legislature, passed, Feb. 14, 1874.
The Chicago & Evanston Railroad was chartered,
Feb. 16, 1861, built from Chicago to Calvary (10.8
miles), and opened. May 1, 1885; was consolidated
with the Chicago & Lake Superior Railroad,
under the title of the Chicago, Evanston & Lake
Superior Railroad Company, Dec. 22, 1885, opened
to Evanston, August 1, 1886, and purchased, in
June, 1887, by the Chicago, Milwaukee & St.
Paul Railway Company. Tlie Road, as now
organized, is made up of twenty-two divisions
located in Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa, Minnesota,
North and South Dakota, Missouri and Michigan.

CHICAGO, PADUCAH & MEMPHIS RAIL-

ROAD
1893, to

(Projected), a road chartered, Dec. 19,
run between Altamont and Metropolis,

153 miles, with a branch from Jolmston City
to Carbondale, 20 miles total length, 172 miles.
The gauge is standard, and the track laid with
111.,

—

sixty-pound steel

rails.

By

Feb.

1,

1895, the

road

CHICAGO, PEORIA & ST. LOUIS RAILROAD

COMPANY
two

(of Illinois), a corporation operating

lines of railroad,

one extending from Peoria

to Jacksonville, and the other from

Peoria to

with a connection from the latter
1895), over a leased line, with St. Louis.

Springfield,

place (in

The
was

total mileage, as officially reported in 1895,

208.66 miles, of

which

166

were owned by

the corporation. (1) The original of the Jacksonville Division of this line was the Illinois River
Railroad, opened from Pekin to Virginia in 1859.
In October, 1863, it was sold under foreclosure,
and, early in 1864, was transferred by the purchasers to a new corporation called the Peoria,
Pekin & Jacksonville Railroad Company, by
whom it was extended the same year to Peoria,
and,

in

closure,
creditors,

1809,

in

Jacksonville.

to

1879,

resulted

followed

in

Another
its

sale

by consolidation,

fore-

the

to
in

1881,

Louis & Pacific Railwaj-.
(2) The Springfield Division was incorporated in
1869 as the Springfield & Northwestern Railway
construction was begun in 1873, and road opened

with the Wabash,

St.

from Springfield to Havana (45.30 miles) in
December, 1874, and from Havana to Pekin and
Peoria over the track of the Peoria, Pekin &
Jacksonville line. The same year the road was
leased to the Indianapolis, Bloomington & Western Railroad Companj-, but the lease was forfeited, in 1875, and the road placed in the hands
of a receiver.
In 1881, together with the
Jacksonville Division, it was transferred to the
Wabash, St. Louis & Pacific Railway, and by
that

company operated as the Peoria & SpringThe Wabash, St. Louis & Pacific

from Altamont to Marion (100 miles) was comand work on the remainder of the line has
been in progress. It is intended to connect with
the Wabash and the St. Louis Southern systems.
Capital stock authorized and subscribed, §2,500,Fimded debt,
000; bonds issued, $1,575,000.

field Railroad.

authorized, §15,000 per mile in five per cent first
mortgage gold bonds. Cost of road up to Feb. 1,
1895, §20,000 per mile estimated cost of the entire

Jacksonville Southeastern Railroad.
A
reorganization of the latter took place, in 1890,
under the name of the Jacksonville, Louisville &
St. Louis Railway, and, in 1893, it passed into the

pleted,

;

In December, 1896, this road
§3,000,000.
passed into the hands of the Chicago & Eastern
Illinois Railroad Company, and is now operated to
(See Chicago
Marion, in Williamson County.

line,

&

Eastern Illinois liailroad.)

CHICAGO, PEKIN & SOUTHWESTERN RAILROAD, a division of the Chicago & Alton Railthe Chicago & Plainfield
opened from Pekin to Streator
in 1873, and to Mazon Bridge in 1876 sold under
foreclosure in 1879, and now constitutes a part of
the Chicago & Alton system.
road,

chartered

Railroad, in 1859

as

;

;

having defaulted and gone into the liands of a
receiver, both the Jacksonville and the Springfield Divisions were reorganized in February,
1887, under the name of the Chicago, Peoria &
St. Louis Railroad, and placed under control of
the

hands of receivers, and was severed from

its

The Chicago, Peoria & St. Louis
Railroad remained under the management of a
separate receiver imtil January, 1896, when a
reorganization was effected under its present
allied lines.

name — "The

Chicago, Peoria & St. Louis Railroad of Illinois." The lease of the Springfield
& St. Louis Division having expired in December, 1895, it has also been reorganized as an
independent corporation under the name of the
St. Louis, Peoria & Northern Railway (which see)-
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CHICAGO RIVER,

a sluggish stream, draining
a narrow strip of land between Lake Michigan
and the Des Plaines River, the entire watershed
drained amounting to some 470 square miles. It
is formed
by the union of the "North" and
tlie "South Branch," which unite less tlian a mile
and a half from tlie mouth of tlie main stream.
At an early day the former was known as the
"Guarie"' and the latter as "Portage River." The
total length of the North Branch is about 20 miles,
only a small fraction of which is navigable. Tlie
South Branch is larger and offers greater facilities
for navigation, being lined along its lower jiortions with grain-elevators, lumber-yards and
manufactories. The Illinois Indians in early days
found an easy portage between it and the Des
Plaines River.
The Chicago River, with its
branches, separates Chicago into three divisions,
known, respectively, as the "North" the "South"
and the "West Divisions." Drawbridges have
been erected at the principal street crossings
over the river and both branches, and four
tunnels, connecting the various divisions of the
citv, have been constructed under the river bed.

CHICAGO, ROCK ISLAND & PACIFIC RAIL-

WAT,

formed by the consolidation of various

The parent corporation (Tlie
Chicago & Rock Island Railroad) was chartered
in Illinois in 18.51, and the road opened from Chicago to the Mississippi River at Rock Island (181
miles), July 10, 18.54.
In IS't'Z a company was
lines

in

1880.

chartered under the name of the Mississippi &
Missouri Railroad for the extension of the road
from the Mississippi to the Missouri River. The
two roads were consolidated in 1866 as the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railroad, and the
extension to the Missouri River and a junction
with the Union Pacific completed in 1869. The
Peoria & Bureau Valley Railroad (an important
46.
feeder from Peoria to Bureau Junction
miles) was incorporated in 1853, and completed
and leased in perpetuity to the Chicago & Rock
Island Railroail, in 1854. The St. Josepli & Iowa
Railroad was purchased in 1889, and the Kansas
City & Topeka Railway in 1891. The Company
has financial and traffic agreements with the
Chicago, Rock Island & Texas Railway, extending
from Terral Station, Indian Territory, to Fort
Worth, Texas. The road also has connections
from Chicago with Peoria St. Paul and Minneapolis; Omaha and Lincoln (Neb); Denver, Colorado Springs and Pueblo (Colo. ), besides various
points in South Dakota, Iowa and Southwestern
The extent of the lines owned and
Kansas.
iiperatedby the Company ("Poor's Manual," 1.898),

—

;

is

3, .568.

Illinois, 189.52

ration.

All

99
236.51 miles are in

miles being owned by the corpothe Company's owned and

of

lines are laid

leased

which

15 miles, of

with

The total
same year was
was in stock
The total earnings and
steel rails.

capitalization reported for the
8116,748,211, of

which

.$.50,000,000

and §58,830,000 in bonds.
income of the line in Illinois, for tlie year ending
June 30, 1898, was $5,851,875, and the total
expenses $3,401,165, of which $233,129 was in the
form of taxes. The Company has received under
Congressional grants 550, 194 acres of land, excluwhich there had been sold,

sive of State grants, of

up

to

March

31, 1894, .548,009 acres.

CHICAGO, ST. PAUL & FOND DU LAC RAILROAD. (See Chicago & Northwestern Raihray.
CHICAGO, ST. PAUL & KANSAS CITY RAIL-

WAY.

(See Chicago Great Western Railira;/.)

CHICAGO, ST. LOUIS & PADUCAH RAIL-

WAY,

a short road, of standard gauge, laid with
steel rails, e.\:tending from Marion to Brooklyn,
111.,

It was chartered, Feb. 7, 1887,
Jan. 1, 1889.
The St.
Terre Haute Railroad Company is

53.64 miles.

and opened

for traffic,

Louis, Alton

&

having guaranteed principal and intermortgage bonds. Its capital stock
and its bonded debt .$2,000,000,
making the total capitalization about §56,000 per
tlie lessee,

est

on

is

§1,000,000,

its first

mile.
The cost of the road was
Incumbrance (1895), .$3,016,715.

.$2,950,000; total

CHICAGO TERMINAL TRANSFER RAILROAD, the successor to the Chicago & Nortliern
Pacific Railroad.
The latter was organized in
November, 1889, to acquire and lease facilities to
other roads and transact a local business. The

Road under

its

new name was

chartered, June

4,

purchase at foreclosure sale the property
& Northern Pacific, soon after
acquiring the property of the Chicago & Calumet
Terminal Railway also. The combination gives
it the control of 84.53 miles of road, of which
1897, to

of the Chicago

70.76 miles are in Illinois.

The

line is u.sed for

both passenger and freight terminal purposes,
also a belt line just outside the city limits.
Its principal tenants are the Chicago Great Western, the Baltimore & Ohio, the Wisconsin Central
Lines, and the Chicago, Hammond & Western

and

Railroad. The Company also has control of the
ground on which the Grand Central Depot is
located.
Its total capitalization (1.898) was .$44,of which §30,000,000 was capital stock
and $13,394,000 in tlie form of bonds.
.5.53,044,

CHICAGO THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY, organ
1.S.54, by a convention of Congregational ministers and laymen representing seven

ized. Sept. 26.
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Western States, among wliich was Illinois. A
special and liberal charter was granted, Feb. 15,
1855.
The Seminary has alwajs been under
Congregational control and supervision, its

rent,

purchase or lease, the most
State being the line from
Louis by way of Jacksonville.
in 1851 under the name of the
St. Louis, Jacksonville & Chicago Railroad, was
opened for business in January, 1868, and having
been diverted from the route upon which it was
originally projected, was completed to Blooming
ton and leased to the Chicago & Alton in 1868.
In 1884 this branch was absorbed by the main
line.
Other important branches are the Kansas
City Brancli from Roodhouse, crossing the Misthe Washington
sissippi at Louisiana, Mo.
Branch from Dwight to Washington and Lacon,
and the Chicago & Peoria, by wliich entrance is
obtained into the city of Peoria over tlie tracks
of the Toledo, Peoria & Western. The wliole
number of miles operated (1898; is 843.54, of
which 580.73 lie in Illinois. Including double
tracks and sidings, the Company has a total

ships, the

trackage of 1,186 miles.

twenty-four trustees being elected at Triennial
Conventions, at whicli are represented all the
churches of that denomination west of the Ohio
and east of the Rocky Mountains. The institution was formally opened to students, Oct. 6,
and twenty-nine
professors
1858, with two
matriculates. Since then it has steadily grown
Preparatory and
in both numbers and influence.
linguistic schools have been added and the
faculty (1896) includes eight professors and nine

minor instructors. The Seminary is liberally
endowed, its productive assets being nearly
$1,000,000, and the value of its grounds, buildings, library, etc., amounting to nearly §500,000
more.

No charge

is

made

for tuition or

room

and there are forty-two endowed scholarincome of which is devoted to the aid
of needy students. The buildings, including the
library and dormitories, are four in number, and
are well constructed and arranged.
CHICAGO & ALTON RAILROAD, an impor
tant railway running in a southwesterly direction from Chicago to St. Louis, with niimerous
branches, extending into Missouri, Kansas and
Colorado. The Chicago & Alton Railroad proper
was constructed mider two charters the first

—

granted to the Alton & Sangamon Railroad Company, in 1847, and the second to the Chicago &
ConMississippi Railroad Company, in 1852.
struction of the former was begun in 1853, and
the line opened from Alton to Springfield in
Under the second corporation, the line was
1853.

opened from Springfield to Bloomington in

1854,

In 1855 a line was conand
structed from Chicago to Joliet under the name
Railroad, and leased in
&
Chicago
Joliet
of the
to Joliet in 1856.

perpetuity to the present Company, which was
reorganized in 1857 under the name of the St.

For
Louis, Alton & Chicago Railroad Company.
some time connection was had between Alton
and St. Louis by steam-packet boats running in
connection with the railroad but later over the
line of the Indianapolis & St. Louis Railroad—
the first railway line connecting tlie two cities—
and, finally, by the Company's own line, which
was constructed in 1864, and formally opened
Jan. 1, 1865. In 1861, a company with the
present name (Chicago & Alton Railroad Company) was organized, which, in 1863, purchased
;

the

St.

Louis, Alton

closure sale.

&

Chicago Road at forelines have since

Several branch

been acquired by
important in the
Bloomington to St.
This was cliartered

;

The total capitalization,
was §33,793,972, of which §33,230,600 was
and 86,694.850 in bonds. The total
earnings and income for the year, in Illinois, were
§5,033,315, and the operating and other expenses,
This road, under its management as
§4,272,207.
it existed up to 1898, has been one of the most uni-

in 1898,

in stock,

formly successful in the country. Dividends
have been paid semiannuallj' from 1863 to 1884,
and quarterly from 1884 to 1896. For a number
of years previous

to

1897,

the

dividends, had

annum on

both
had been
reduced to seven per cent on account of short
crops along the line. The taxes paid in 1898

amounted

to eight per cent per

preferred and

common

stock, but later

were §341,040. The surplus, June 30, 1895,
exceeded two and three-quarter million dollars.
Tlie Chicago & Alton was the first line in the
world to put into service sleeping and dining cars
of the Pullman model, which have since been so
widely adopted, as well as tlie first to run free
reclining chair-cars for the convenience and
comfort of its passengers. At the time the
matter embraced in this volume is undergoing
final revision (1899), negotiations are in progress

for the

purchase of this historic line by a syndiBaltimore & Ohio, the
Union Pacific, and the

cate representing the
Missouri Pacific, the

&

Missouri,

Kansas

interest

will hereafter be operated.

it

CHICAGO

Texas

systems,

whose

in

& AURORA RAILROAD.

Cliicago. Burlington

&

(See

Quincy Railroad.)

CHICAGO & EASTERN ILLINOIS RAILROAD. This company operates a line 516.3 miles
in length, of

which 278 miles are within

Illinois.

HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.
extends squtherly
from Dolton Junction (17 miles south of Chicago)
Entrance to the Polk Street Depot
to Danville.
in Chicago is secured over the tracks of the

The main

line in this State

Western Indiana Railroad. The company owns
several important branch lines, as follows: From
to the Indiana State Line;
to Cissna Park from DanJunction to Shelbyville. and from Sidell to
in Illinois is of standard
system
The
Rossville.
gauge, about 108 miles being double track. The

Momence Junction

from Cissna Junction

;

ville

way

wide and well fenced.
and the construction
(including rails, ties, ballast and bridges), is
generally excellent. The capital stock outstanding (1895) is $13, 594. 400; funded debt, $18,018,000;

right of

The grades

100 feet

is

are

consolidation of these lines with the eastward
connections took place under the present name

the Chicago

total

capital

invested,

earnings in Illinois, $2,592,072;
expenditures in the State, $2,595,631. The comyear a dividend of six per
same
paid
the
pany
cent on its common stock (S286.914), and reported
.'51.484,762.
The Chicago & Eastern
of
a surplus
Illinois was originally chartered in 1865 as the
Vincennes
Railroad, its main
Danville
&
Chicago,
line being completed in 1872. In 1873, it defaulted

&

Grand Trunk Railway.

CHICAGO & GREAT EASTERN RAILWAY.
(See Pittsburg. Cincinnati, Cliicago

&• St.

Louis

Pailway.)

CHICAGO & GREAT SOUTHERN RAILROAD.

light,

floating debt, §916,381;

Idl

pany, to form a connection with Valparaiso, Ind.
This corporation acquired tlie Chicago & Southern Railroad (from Chicago to Dolton), and the
Chicago & State Line Extension in Indiana, all
being consolidated under the name of the Northwestern Grand Trunk Railroad. In 1880, a dnal

(See Peoria. Decatur

d-

Eransville Railway.)

CHICAGO & ILLINOIS SOI THERS RAILWAY. (See Peoria. Decatur & Evansville Railu-ay.

)

CHICAGO & MISSISSIPPI RAILROAD.

$32, .570, 781; total

Chicago

d-

Alton Railroad

Chicago

<fc

(See

)

CHICAGO & NASHVILLE RAILROAD.

(See

Ea.itent Illinois Railroad.)

CHICAGO A NORTHERN PACIFIC RAILROAD. (.See Chicago Terminal Transfer Railroad.

)

CHICAGO & NORTHWESTERN RAILWAY,

on interest, was sold under foreclosure in 1877,
and reorganized as the Chicago & Nashville, but
In
later in same year took its present name.
1894 it was consolidated with the Chicago &
Indiana Coal Railway. Two spurs (5.27 miles in
length) were added to the line in 1895. Early in

one of the great trunk lines of the country, penetrating the .States of Illinois, Wisconsin, Michigan, Iowa. Minnesota and North and South
Dakota. The total length of its main line,
branches, proprietary and ofierated lines, on May

1897 this line obtained control of the Chicago,

operated in

Paducah

& Memphis

Railroad,

which

is

operated to Marion, in "Williamson County.
Chicago. Paducah d- Memphis Railroad.)

was

.5,076.89 miles, of
Illinois, all

to

capital invested, $20,871,425.

amounted

to $660,393; disbursements within the State for

the same period, $345,233. The Chicago & Grand
Trunk Railway, as now cv^nstituted, is a consolidation of various lines between Port Huron,
Mich., and Chicago, operated in the interest of
the Grand Trunk Railway of Canada. The Illinois section was built imder a charter granted in
1878 to the Chicago & State Line Railway Com-

a total of

Northwestern

7,217.91

which 594 miles are

owned by the company.

(See

the 335.27 miles of the Chicago & Cirand Trunk
Railroad, only 30.65 are in Illinois, and of the
That
latter 9.7 miles are operated under lease.
portion of the line within the State extends from
Chicago easterly to the Indiana State line. The
Company is also lessee of the Grand Junction
Railroad, four miles in length. The Road is
capitalized at $6,600,000, has a bonded debt of
$12,000,000 and a floating debt (1895) of .$2,271,425,
in Illinois for 1895

1899.

Second and side tracks

CHICAGO & GRASD TEUJiK RAILWAY. Of

making the total
The total earnings

1,

now

increase
miles.

Railway (proper)

the

mileage

The Chicago
is

&

operated in

nine separate divisions, as follows: The Wisconsin, (.ialena, Iowa, Northern Iowa, Madison,
Peninsula. Winona and St. Peter. Dakota and
Ashland Divisions The principal or main lines
of the "Northwestern System," in its entiretj',
are those which have Chicago, Omaha. St. Paul
and Minneapolis for their termini, though their
branches reach numerous important points
within the States already named, from the shore
of Lake Michigan on the east to Wyoming on the
west, and from Kansas on the south to Lake
Superior on the north.
(History.) The Chi-

—

cago & Northwestern Railway Comiiany was
organized in 1859 under charters granted by the
Legislatures of Illinois and Wisconsin during
that 3'ear, under which the new company came
into possession of the rights and franchises of tlie
Chicago. St. Paul & Fond du Lac Railroad Company. The latter road was the outgrowth of
various railwaj- enterprises which had been pro-

HISTOEICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.

102

jected, chartered and partly constructed in Wisconsin and Illinois, between 1848 and 1855,
including the Madison & Beloit Railroad, the
Rock River Valley Union Railroad, and the Illinois & Wisconsin Railroad the last named company being chartered by the Illinois Legislature

—

in 1851,

and authorized

to build

Chicago to the Wisconsin

line.

a railroad from
The Wisconsin

Legislature of 1855 authorized the consolidation
of the Rock River Valley Union Railroad with the
Illinois enterprise, and, in March, 1855, the consolidation of these lines was perfected under the

name

of the Chicago, St. Paul

&

Fond du Lac

Railroad. During the first four years of its existence this company built 176 miles of the road, of
which seventy miles were between Chicago and
the Wisconsin State line, with the sections constructed in Wisconsin completing the connection
between Chicago and Fond du Lac. As the result
of the financial revulsion of 1857, the corporation
became financially embarrassed, and the sale of its
property and franchises under the foreclosure of
This marked
1859, already alluded to, followed.
the beginning of the present corporation, and, in
the next few years, by the construction of new
lines and the purchase of others in Wisconsin and
Northern Illinois, it added largely to the extent
of its lines, both constructed and projected. The
most important of these was the union effected
with the Galena & Chicago Union Railroad,
which was formally consolidated with the ChiThe history of
cago & Northwestern in 1864.
the Galena & Chicago Union is interesting in
view of the fact tliat it was one of the earliest
railroads incorporated in Illinois, having been
chartered by special act of the Legislature during
the "internal improvement" excitement of 1836.
Besides, its charter was the only one of tliat
period under which an organization was effected,
and although construction was not begun under
it until 1847 (eleven years afterward), it was the
second railroad constructed in the State and the
In the
first leading from the city of Chicago.
forty years of its history the growth of the Chicago & Northwestern has been steady, and its
success almost phenomenal. In that time it has
not only added largely to its mileage by the construction of new lines, but has absorbed more
lines than almost any otlier road in the country,
until it now reaches almost every important city
Among the lines in Northern
in the Northwest.
Illinois now constituting a part of it, were several
which had become a part of the Galena & Chicago
Union before the consolidation. These included
a line from Belvidere to Beloit, Wis. the Fox
;

River Valley Railroad, and the St. Charles &
Mississippi Air Line Railroad all Illinois enterprises, and more or less closely connected with
the development of the State.
Tlie total capitalization of the line, on June 30, 1898, was

—

of which §66,408,821 was capiand $101,603,000 in the form of
The earnings in the State of Illinois,
for the same period, aggregated §4,374,933,
and the expenditures §3,712,593. At the present

§200,968,108,
tal

stock

bonds.

(1899) the Chicago & Northwestern is building eight or ten branch lines in Wisconsin, Iowa,
IMinnesota and South Dakota. The Northwestern
System, as such, comprises nearly 3,000 miles of
road not included in the preceding statements of
mileage and financial condition. Although owned
by the Chicago & Northwestern Company, they
are managed by different officers and under other
names. The mileage of the whole system covers
nearlv 8.000 miles of main line.

time

& SPRINGFIELD

CHICACiO

RAILROAD.

(See Illinois Central Railroad.)

CHICAGO & TEXAS

RAILROAD,

a line
from
Johnston City by way of Carbondale westerly to
the Mississippi, thence southerly to Cape Girardeau. The line was originally operated by two
companies, under the names of the Grand Tower
& Carbondale and the Grand Tower & Cape Girardeau Railroad Companies. The former was
chartered in 1882, and the road built in 1885; the
latter, chartered in 1889 and the line opened the
same year. Tliey were consolidated in 1893, and
operated under the name of the Chicago & Texas
seventy-three miles in length, extending

Railroad Company.

named

line

In October, 1897, the last

was transferred, under a twenty-five

the Illinois Central Railroad ComI>any, by whom it is operated as its St. Louis &

year

lease, to

Cape Girardeau

division.

CHICAGO & WESTERN INDIANA RAILROAD. The main line of this road extends from
Chicago to Dolton,
minal facilities for
Depot at Chicago.

111.

(17 miles),

and affords

ter-

entering the Polk St.
has branches to Hammond.

all lines

It

Ind. (10.28 miles); to Cragin (15.9 miles), and to
South Chicago (5.41 miles); making the direct
mileage of its branches 48.59 miles. In addition,

second, third and fourth tracks and sidings
The company was organized June 9. 1879 the road opened
in 1880, and, on Jan. 26, 1882, consolidated with
the South Chicago & Western Indiana Railroad
Company, and the Chicago & Western Indiana
Belt Railway. It also owns some 850 acres in fee
in Chicago, including wharf property on the
its

increase the mileage to 204.79 miles.
;
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Chicago River, right of way, switch and transfer
yards, depots, the Indiana grain elevator, etc.
Tlie elevator and the Belt Division are leased to
the Belt Railway Company of Chicago, and the
rest of the property is leased conjointly by the
Chicago & Eastern Illinois, the Chicago & Grand
Trunk, the Chicago & Erie, the Louisville. New
Albany & Chicago, and the Wabash Railways
(each of which

owns

$1,000,000 of

the capital

and by the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe.
These companies pay the expense of operation
and maintenance on a mileage basis.
stock),

CHICAGO & WISCONSIN RAILROAD.

(See

IViscOHsin Central Lines.)

CHILDS, Robert

A.,

Franklin County, N. Y.,

was born at Malone,
March 33, 1845, the son

of an itinerant Methodist preacher,

who

settled
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to the priesthood in 1833, he labored in various
churches in Canada until 1851, when he accepted

an invitation to IlUnois with a view to building
up the church in the Mississippi Valley. Locating at tlie junction of the Kankakee and Iroquois
Rivers, in Kankakee County, he was the means
of bringing to that vicinity a colony of some
5,000 French Canadians, followed by colonists
from France, Belgium and other European
countries.

It

has

been

estimated that

over

were settled in
colony embraced a territory of some 40 square miles, with
the village of St. Ann's as the center. Here
Father Chiniquy began his labors by erecting
churches and schools for the colonists. He soon
became dissatisfied with what he believed to be
the exercise of arbitrary authority by the ruling
Bishop, then began to have doubts on the question
50.000 of this class of emigrants
Illinois

within a few years.

Tlie

near Belvidere, Boone County, 111., in 1853. His
home having been broken up by the death of his
mother, in 1854. he went to live upon a farm. In
April. 1861, at the age of 16 years, he enlisted in
the company of Captain (afterwards General)
Stephen A. Hurlbut, which was later attached to
the Fifteenth Illinois Volunteers. After being
mustered out at the close of the war, he entered
school, and graduated from the Illinois State
Normal University in 1870. For the following three
years he was Principal and Superintendent of
public schools at Amboy, Lee County, meanwhile
studying law, and being admitted to the bar. In
1873. he began tlie practice of his profession at
Chicago, making his home at Hinsdale. After
filling various local
offices,
in 1884 he was
chosen Presidential Elector on the Republican
ticket, and, in 1893. was elected by the narrow
majority of thirty seven votes to represent the
Eighth Illinois District in the Fifty-third Congress, as a Republican.
CHILLICOTHE, a city in Peoria County, situated on the Illinois River, at the head of Peoria
Lake; is 19 miles north-northeast of Peoria.on the
Peoria Branch of the Chicago, Rock Island &
Pacific Railroad.
It is an important shipping
point for grain. %vhich is extensively raised in the
surrounding region. Flour and carriages are the
principal manufactures.
It has a bank, three
churches, a high school and two weekly newspapers.
Population (1880), 836; (1890), 1,633.
CHINIQUT, (Rev.) Charles, clergyman and
reformer, was born in Canada, July 30, 1809, of
mixed French and Spanish blood, and educated

Medard, (known also as Sieur des
an early French explorer, supposed
to have been born at Touraine, France, about
1631.
Coming to New France in early youth, he
made a voyage of discoverj' with his brother-inlaw, Radisson, westward from Quebec, about
1654-56, these two being believed to have been
the first white men to reach Lake Superior.

for the Romish priesthood at the Seminary of St.
Nicholet. where he remained ten years, gaining a
reputation among his fellow stuilents for extraordinary zeal and piety.
Having been ordained

After .spending the winter of 16.58-.59 at La
Pointe, near where Ashland, Wis., now stands,
they are believed by some to have discovered the
Upper Mississippi and to have descended that

of papal infallibility, the final result being a
determination to separate himself from the
Mother Church. In this step he appears to have
been followed by a large proportion of the colonists who had accompanied him from Canada, but
the result was a feeling of intense bitterness
between the opposing factions, leading to much
litigation and many criminal prosecutions, of
which Father Chiniquy was the subject, though
never convicted. In one of these suits, in which
the Father was accused of an infamous crime,
Abraham Lincoln was counsel for the defense,
the charge being proven to be the outgrowth of
a conspiracy. Having finally determined to

espouse

the cause of Protestantism, Father
Chiniquy allied himself with the Canadian Presbytery, and for many years of his active clerical
life, divided his time between Canada and the
United States, having supervision of churches in
Montreal and Ottawa, as well as in this country.
He also more than once visited Europe by special
invitation to address important religious bodies
in that country.
He died at Montreal. Canada,
Jan.

16. 1899,

in the 90tli year of his age.

CHOUART,

Groseilliers).
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stream a long distance towards its moutli, as
they claimed to have reached a much milder
climate and heard of Spanish ships on tlie salt
water (Gulf of Mexico). Some antiquarians
credit them, about this time (1659), with having
visited the present site of the city of Chicago.
first explorers of Northwestern
Wisconsin and Minnesota, and are also credited
with having been the first to discover an inland
route to Hudson's Bay, and with being the
founders of the original Hudson's Bay Company.

They were the

history is imknown, but he
ranks among the most intrepid explorers of the
"New "World" about the middle of the seventh
Groseillier's later

century.
CHRISM AN, a village of Edgar County, at the
intersection of the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis and the Indiana, Decatur

&

Western Railways, 24 miles south of Danville.
Population (1880),
It has flour and saw mills.

CHRISTIAN COUNTY,

a rich agricultural
county, lying in the "central belt," and organized
in 1839 from parts of Macon, Montgomery,
Sangamon and Shelby Counties. The name first
given to it was Dane, in honor of Nathan Dane,
one of the framers of the Ordinance of 1787, but
a political prejudice led to a change. A preponderance of early settlers having come from
Christian County, Ky., this name was finally
adopted. Tlie surface is level and the soil fertile,
the northern half of the county being best
adapted to corn and the southern to wheat. Its
area is about 710 square miles, and its population
The life of the early settlers
(1890) was 30,531.
primitive.

Game was

abun-

dant; wild honey was used as a substitute for
wolves were troublesome; prairie fires
were frequent; the first mill (on Bear Creek)
could not grind more than ten bushels of grain

sugar;

per day, by horse-power. The people hauled their
corn to St. Louis to exchange for groceries. The
first store was opened at Robertson's Point, but
the county-seat was establislied at Taylorville. A
great change was wrought in local conditions by
the advent of the Illinois Central Railway, which
passes through the eastern part of tlie county.

Two

other railroads now pass centrally through
the county— the "Wabash" and the Baltimore &
Ohio Southwestern. The principal towns are
Taylorville (a railroad center and thriving town
of 3,829 inhabitants), Pana, Mori-isonville, Edinburg, and Assumption.

CHURCH, Lawrence
was born

at

;

E. B.

Washburne

;

in 1862, aided in the organiza-

and
was compelled

tion of the Ninety-fifth Illinois Volunteers,

541; (1890), 820.

was exceedingly

youth on a farm, but having a fondness for study,
at an early age began teaching in winter with a
view to earning means to prosecute his studies in
law. In 1843 he arrived at McHenry, then the
coimty-seat of McHenry County, 111., having
walked a part of the way from New York, paying
a portion of liis expenses by the delivery of lectures.
He soon after visited Springfield, and
having been examined before Judge S. H. Treat,
was admitted to the bar. On the removal of the
county-seat from McHenry to Woodstock, he
removed to the latter place, where he continued
A member of the
to reside to tlie end of his life.
Whig party up to 1856, he was that year elected
as a Republican Representative in the Twentieth
General Assembly, serving by re-election in the
Twenty -first and Twenty-second in 1860, was
supported for the nomination for Congress in the
Northwestern District, but was defeated by Hon.

S., lawyer and legislator,
Xunda, N. Y., in 1820; passed his

was commissioned

its

Colonel, but

to resign before reaching the field

on account of

In 1866 he was elected County
to fill a \'acancy, and,
in 1869 to the Constitutional Convention of 1869-70.
Died, July 23, 1870. Judge Churcli was a man of
high principle and a speaker of decided ability.
CHURCH, Selden Marvin, capitalist, was born
at East Haddam, Conn., March 4, 1804; taken by
his father to Monroe Count}', N. Y., in boyhood,
and grew up on a farm there, but at the age of
21, went to Cincinnati, Ohio, where he engaged
in teaching-, being one of tlie earliest teachers in
the public schools of that city. Then, having
spent some time in mercantile pursuits in Rochesfailing health.

Judge

ter,

of

McHenry County,

N. Y., in 1835 he

removed

to Illinois, first

Geneva, but the following year
removed to Rockford, where he continued to
In 1841. he
reside for the remainder of his life.
was appointed Postmaster of the city of Rockford by the first President Harrison, remaining
in office three years.
Other offices held by him
were those of County Clerk '(1843-47), Delegate to
the Second Constitutional Convention (1847),
Judge of Probate (1849-57), Representative in
the Twenty-third General Assembly (1863-65),
and member of the first Board of Public Charities
locating

at

by appointment of Governor Palmer, in 1869,
being re-appointed by Governor Beveridge, in
1873, and, for a part of the time, serving as President of the Board. He also served, by appointment of the Secretary of War, as one of the
Commissioners to assess damages for the Govern-

ment improvements

at

Rock Island and

to locate
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the Government bridge between Rock Island and
Davenport. Diu-iug the latter years of his life he
was President for some time of the Rockford
Insurance Company was also one of the originators, and, for many years. Managing Director of
the Rockford Water Power Company, which has
done so much to promote the prosperity of that
city, and, at the time of liis death, was one of the

opposition to the scheme for a State Convention
to revise the State Constitution in the interest of
In
slavery, was approved by his constituents.

Winnebago National Bank. Died

historical records, and, at the time of his death in
the summer of 1872, left a mass of dotuiments and
(See
other historical material of great \alue.
Slavery and Slave Lairs; ]\'anen, Hooper, and

;

Directors of the
at Rockford,

June

23, 1892.

CHURCHILL,

George, early printer and legiswas born at Hubbardtown, Rutland
lator,
County, Vt., Oct. 11, 1789; received a good education in his 3'outh, thus imbibing a taste for
literature which led to his learning the printer's
In 1806 he became an apprentice in the
trade.
office of the Albany (N. Y.) "Sentinel," and,
after serving his time, worked as a journeyman
printer, thereby accumulating means to purchase
a half-interest in a small printing office. Selling
this out at a loss, a year or two later, he went to
New York, and, after working at the case some
five months, started for the West, stopping en
route at Philadelphia, Pittsbm-g and Louisville.
In the latter place he worked for a time in the

"The Courier," and still later in that of
"The Correspondent," then owned by Col. Elijah
who subsequently came to Illinois and

office of

C. Berry,

served as Auditor of Public Accounts. In 1817
he arrived in St. Louis, but, attracted by the fer-

determined to engage in agri-

tile soil of Illinois,

some
Madison

cultural pursuits, finally purchasing land
six miles southeast of Edwardsville, in

County, where he

continued to reside the remainder of his life. In order to raise means to
improve his farm, in the spring of 1819 he
worked as a compositor in the office of "The
Missoiu-i Gazette" the predecessor of "The St.
Louis Republic." While there he wrote a series
of articles over the signature of "A Farmer of St.
Charles County," advocating the admission of
the State of Missouri into the Union without
slavery, which caused considerable excitement
among the friends of that institution. During
the same year he aided Hooper Warren in

—

establishing

his

paper,

"The

Spectator,"

at

still later, became a frequent
columns, especially during the
campaign of 1822-24, wliich resulted, in the latter
year, in the defeat of the attempt to plant slavery
In 1822 he was elected Representin Illinois.
ative in the Tliird General Assembly, serving in
that body by successive re-elections until 1832.
His re-election for a second term, in 1824, demonstrated that his vote at the preceding

Edwardsville, and,
contributor to

its

i

1838, he was elected to the State Senate, serving
four years, and, in 1844, was again elected to the
House in all serving a period in both Houses of
sixteen years. Mr. Churchill was never married.
He was an industrious and systematic collector of

—

Coles,

Edward.)

CLARK ((Jen.) George Rogers, soldier, was
born near Monticello, Albemarle Count5", Va.,
Nov, 19, 17.52. In his younger life he was a
farmer and surveyor on the upper Ohio. His
first experience in Indian fighting was under
Governor Dunmore, against the Shawnees (1774).
In 177.5 he went as a surveyor to Kentucky, and
the British having incited the Indians against
the Americans in the following year, he was
commissioned a Major of militia.
He soon rose
to a Colonelcy, and attained marked distinction.
Later he was commissioned Brigadier-General,
and planned an expedition against the British
fort at Detroit, which was not successful.
In
the latter part of 1777, in consultation with Go\-.
Patrick Henry, of Virginia, he planned an expedition against Illinois, which was carried out
the following year. On July 4, 1778, he captured
Kaskaskia without firing a gun, and other
Freucli villages surrendered at discretion. The
following February he set out from Kaskaskia to
cross the "Illinois Country" for the purpose of
recapturing Vincennes, which had been taken and
was garrisoned by the British under Hamilton.
After a forced march characterized by incredible
suffering, his ragged followers effected the capture of the post. His last important military
•service was against the savages on the Big
Miami, whose villages and fields he laid waste.
His last years were passed in sorrow and in comparative penury. He died at Louisville, Kj-.,
Feb. 18, 1818, and his remains, after reposing in a
private cemetery near that city for half a cenwere exhumed and removed to Cave Hill
Cemetery in 1869. The fullest history of General
Clark's expedition and his life will be found in
the "Conquest of the Country Northwest of tlie
Ohio River, 17741783, and Life of Gen. George
Rogers Clark" (3 volumes, 1896), by the late
William H. English, of Indianapolis.
CLARK, Horace S., lawyer and politician, was
tury,

born at Hun'tsburg, Ohio, Augu.st

12, 1840.

At

,
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the age of

15,

coming

to

Chicago, he

found

employment in a livery stable later, worked on
a farm in Kane County, attending school in the
winter. After a year spent in Iowa City attending the Iowa State University, he returned to
Kane County and engaged in the dairy business,
;

later occupj'ing himself

with various occupations

and llissouri, but finally returning to
his Ohio home, where he began the study of law
In 18G1 he enlisted in an Ohio
at Circleville.
regiment, rising from the ranks to a captaincy,
but was finally compelled to leave tlie service in
in Illinois

consequence of a wound received at Gettysbm-g.
In 1865 he settled at Mattoon, 111., where he was
admitted to the bar in 1868. In 1870 he was an
unsuccessful candidate for the Legislature on the
Eepublican ticket, but was elected State Senator
in 1880, serving four years and proving himself
one of the ablest speakers on the floor. In 1888
he was chosen a delegate-at-large to the National
Republican Convention, and has long been a conspicuous figure in State politics. In 1896 he was
a prominent candidate for the Republican nomination for Governor.
CLARK, John M., civil engineer and merchant,
was born at White Pigeon, Mich., August 1, 1836;
came to Chicago with his widowed mother in
1847, and, after five years in the Chicago schools,
served for a time (1852) as a rodman on the Illinois Central Railroad. After a course in the
Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute at Troy, N. Y.
where he graduated in 1856, he returned to the
service of the Illinois Central. In 1859 he went to
Colorado, where he was one of the original
founders of the city of Denver, and chief engineer of its first water supply company. In 1862
lie started on a survej'ing expedition to Arizona,
but was in Santa Fe when that place was captured
by a rebel expedition from Texas; was also
present soon after at the battle of Apache Canon,
when the Confederates, being defeated, were
driven out of the Territory. Returning to Chicago in 1864, he became a member of the wholesale leather firm of Gray, Clark & Co.
The
official positions held by Mr. Clark include those

Alderman (1879-81), Member of tlie Board of
Education, Collector of Customs, to which lie
was appointed by President Harrison, in 1889,
of

and President of the Chicago Civil" Service Board
l>y appointment of Mayor Swift, under an act
passed by the Legislature of 1895, retiring in 1897.
In 1881 he

was tlie Republican candidate for Mayor
was defeated by Carter H. Harri-

of Chicago, but
son. Mr. Clark

Library,

is

named

one of the Directors of the Crerar
in the

wiU

of Mr. Crerar.

CLARK COUNTY,

one of the eastern counties

of the State, south of the middle line and fronting upon the Wabash River; area, 510 square

and population (1890), 21,899; named for
George Rogers Clark. Its organization was

miles,
Col.

Among

effected in 1819.

were John

the earliest pioneers

Abraham Washburn, James

Bartlett,

Whitlock, James B. Anderson, Stephen Archer
and Uri Manly. The county-seat is Marshall, the
site of which was purchased from the Government in 1833 by Gov. Joseph Duncan and Col.
William B. Archer, the latter becoming sole proprietor in 1835, in which year the first log cabin
was built. The original county-seat was Darwin,
and the change to Marshall (in 1849) was made
only after a hard struggle. The soil of the
county is rich, and its agricultural products
varied, embracing corn (the chief staple), oats,
potatoes, winter wheat, butter, sorghum, lioney,
maple sugar, wool and pork. Woolen, flouring
and lumber mills exist, but the manufacturing
Among the promiinterests are not extensive.
nent towns, besides Marshall and Darwin, are

Casey (population

844), Martinsville (779),

West-

and York (294).
CLAY, Porter, clergyman and brother of the
celebrated Henry Clay, was born in Virginia,
field (510),

March, 1779

;

in early life

removed

to

Kentucky,

law, and was, for a time. Auditor of
Public Accounts in that State; in 1815, was converted and gave himself to the Baptist ministry,
locating at Jacksonville, 111., where he spent

studied

most of

his

life.

Died, in 1850.

CLAY CITY, a village of Clay County, on the
Baltimore & Oliio Southwestern Railroad, 12
miles west of Olney has two newspapers, a bank
and a plow factory; is in a grain and fruit-growing region. Population (1890), 612.
CLAY COUNTY, situated in the southeastern
quarter of the State has an area of 470 square
miles and a population (1890) of 16,772. It was
named for Henry Clay. The fii'st claim in the
county was entered by a Mr. Elliot, in 1818, and
soon after settlers began to locate homes in the
county, although it was not organized until 1824.
During the same year tlie pioneer settlement of
Maysville was made the county-seat, but immigration continued inactive until 1837, when
many settlers arrived, headed bj' Judges Apperson and Hopkins and Messrs. Stanford and Lee,
who were soon followed by the families of Cochran, McCullom and Tender.
The Little Wabash
River and a number of small tributaries drain
the county. A light-colored sandy loam constitutes the greater part of the soil, although "black
;

;
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loam"

here and there. Railroad
facilities are limited, but sufBcient to accommoFruits,
the
county's
requirements.
date
especially apples, are successfully cultivated.
Educational advantages are fair, although largely
confined to district schools and academies in
larger towns.
Louisville was made the countyseat in 1843, and. in 1890, had a population of
prairie

637.

ajijiears

Xenia and Flora are the most important

towns.

CLAYTON,

a town in Adams County, on the
Railway, 28 miles east-northeast of

"Wabash
Quincy. A branch of the Wabash Railway
extends from this point northwest to Carthage,
and Keokuk, Iowa. The mechanical industries
include slate works and establishments for the

manufacture of agricultural imjilements, grain
measures, etc. It has a bank, five churches, a
high school and a weekly newspaper. Population
(1880), 941;

(1890), 1.038.

CLEAVER,

William, pioneer, was born in London, England, in 181.5; came to Canada with his
parents in 1831, and to Chicago in 18.34; engaged
in business as a chandler, later going into the
grocery trade; in 1849, joined the gold-seekers in
California, and, six years afterwards, established

himself in the southern part of the present city
of Chicago, then called Cleaverville, where he
served as Postmaster and managed a general
store.

He was

the owner of considerable real
what is now a densely

estate at one time in

populated part of the city of Chicago.
Chicago, Nov. 13, 1896.

CLEMENTS,

Isaac, ex-Congressman

Died in
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In the latter part of 1898, he was
appointed
Superintendent of
the
Soldiers'
Orphans" Home, at Normal, but served only a
few months, when he accepted the position of
Governor of the new Soldiers" and Sailors" Home,
until 1893.

at Danville.

CLEVELAND, CINCINNATI, CHICAGO & ST.
LOUIS RAILWAY. The total length of this system

(1898) is 1,807.34 miles, of which 478.39 miles
are operated in Illinois. That portion of the main
line lying within the State extends from East St.

Louis, northeast to the Indiana State line, 181
miles.
The Company is also the lessee of the

Peoria

&

Eastern Railroad (133 miles), and oper-

in addition, other lines, as follows: The
Cairo Division, extending from Tilton, on the
line of the Wabash, 3 miles southwest of Danville, to Cairo (359 miles)- the Chicago Division,

ates,

extending from Kankakee southeast to the
Indiana State line (34 miles); the Alton Branch,
from Wann Junction, on the main line, to Alton
Besides these, it enjoys with the Chi
(4 miles).
cago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad, joint ownership of tlie Kankakee & Seneca Railroad, which
it operates.
The system is uniformly of standard
gauge, and about 280 miles are of double track.
It is laid with heavy steel rails (sixty-five, sixtyseven and eighty pounds), laid on white oak ties,
and is amply ballasted with broken stone and
gravel.
Extensive repair shops are located at
Mattoon. The total capital of the entire system
on June 30, 1898— including capital stock and
bonded and floating debt was §97,149,361. The
total earnings in Illinois for the year were
§3,773,193, and the total expenditures in the State
§3,611,437.
The taxes paid the same year were

—

and Gov-

ernor of Soldiers" and Sailors' Home at Danville,
111., was born in Franklin County, Ind., in 1837;
gi-aduated from Asbury University, at Greencastle, in 1859, having supported himself during
his college course by teaching.
After reading
law and being admitted to the bar at Greencastle,
he removed to Carbondale, 111., where he again
found it necessary to resort to teaching in order
to purchase law-books.
In July, 1861, he enlisted
in the Ninth Illinois Infantry, and was commissioned Second Lieutenant of Company G. He
was in the service for three years, was three
times wounded and twice promoted "for meritorious service."
In June, 1867, he was appointed Register in Bankruptcy, and from 1873
to 1875 was a Republican Representative in the
Forty-third Congress from the (then) Eighteenth
District.
He was also a member of the Republican State Convention of 1880.
In 1889, he
liecame Pension Agent for the District of Illinois,
by appointment of President Harrison, serving

§134,196.

The history

of this system, so far as
concerned, begins with the consolidathe Cincinnati, Indianapolis, St.
Chicago, the Cleveland, Columbus, Cin-

Illinois is

tion, in 1889, of

Louis

&

& Indianapolis, and the Indianapolis &
Louis Railway Companies. In 1890, certain
leased lines in Illinois (elsewhere mentioned)
were merged into the system. (For history of
the several divisions of this system, see St. Loitia,
Alton & Terre Haute. Peoria d- Eastern. Cairo
& Vincennes, and Kankakee &• Seneca Railroach.)
CLIMATOLOGY. Extending, as it does, through
six degrees of latitude, Illinois affords a great
cinnati

St.

diversity of climate,

as regards not only the
range of temperature, but also the amount of
rainfall.
In both particulars it exhibits several
points of contrast to .States lying between the
same parallels of latitude, but nearer the Atlantic.
The same statement applies, as well, to all
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North Central and the "Western States.
Warm winds from the Gulf of Mexico come up
the Mississippi Valley, and impart to vegetation
in the southern portion of the State, a stimulating influence which is not felt upon the seaboard.
On the other hand, there is no great barrier to

CLIXTON,

the

descent of the Arctic winds, which, in
winter, sweep down toward the Gulf, depressing
the temperature to a point lower than is customary nearer the seaboard on the same latitude.
Lake Michigan exerts no little influence upon the

the

climate of Chicago and other adjacent districts,
mitigating both summer heat and winter cold.
If a comparison be instituted between Ottawa
and Boston— the latter being one degree farther
north, but 570 feet nearer the sea-level the

—

summers

are found to be about five
degrees warmer, and the winters three degrees
In comparing the
colder, at the former point.

springs and

East and West in respect of rainfall, it is seen
former section, the same is pretty
equally distributed over the four seasons, while
in the latter, spring and summer may be called
the wet season, and autumn and winter the dry.
In the extreme West nearly three-fourths of the
yearly precipitation occurs during the growing
This is a climatic condition highly
season.
favorable to the growth of gi-asses, etc., but
detrimental to the growth of trees. Hence we
find luxuriant forests near the seaboard, and, in
the interior, grassy plains. Illinois occupies a
that, in the

geographical position where these great climatic
changes begin to manifest themselves, and where
the distinctive features of the prairie fu-st become
The annual precipitation of
fully apparent.
the southern part of the State,
but, owing to the higher temperature of that
The
section, the evaporation is also more rapid.
distribution of the rainfall in respect of seasons
is also more unequal toward the south, a fact
which may account, in part at least, for the
increased area of woodlands in that region.
While Illinois lies within the zone of southwest
winds, their flow is affected by conditions somewhat abnormal. The northeast trades, after
entering the Gulf, are deflected by the mountains
of Mexico, becoming inward breezes in Texas,
southerly winds in the Lower Mississippi Valley,
and southwesterly as they enter the Upper
Valley. It is to this aerial current that the liot,
moist summers are attributable. The north and
northwest winds, which set in with the change
of the season, depress the temperature to a point
below that of the Atlantic slope, and are
attended with a diminished precipitation.
rain is gi-eatest in

De Witt County,
Bloomington; is a

the county-seat of

situated 23 miles south of

station on the Illinois Central Railroad.

It lies

a productive agricultural region, but the city
has machine shops, flour and planing mills, brick
and tile- works, water- works and an electric
lighting plant. It also has banks, two newspapers (one daily), six churches and two public
in

Population (1880), 2,709; (1890), 2,598;

schools.

(1893) estimated, 3,000.

CLINTON COUNTY,

organized in 1824, from
Bond and Fayette Comihonor of De Witt Clinton. It
situated directly east of St. Louis, has an area

portions of Washington,
ties,
is

and named

in

of 494 square miles,

and a population

(1890) of

It is drained by the Kaskaskia River and
by Shoal, Crooked, Sugar and Beaver Creeks. Its
geological formation is similar to that of other
counties in the same section. Thick layers of
limestone lie near the surface, with coal seams
underlying the same at varying depths. Tlie
soil is varied, being at some points black and
loamy and at others (under timber) decidedly
clayey. The timber has been mainly out for fuel
because of the inherent "difficulties attending
coal-mining. Two i-ailroads cross the county
from east to west, but its trade is not important.
Agriculture is the chief occupation, corn, wheat
and oats being the staple products.

17,411.

CLOUD, Newton,

clergj'man and legislator,
North Carolina, in 1805, and, in 1827,
vicinity
the
of Waverly, Morgan
County, 111., where he pursued the vocation of a

was born

in

in

settled

farmer, as well as a preacher of the Methodist

Church.

He

became prominent as a Demoand served in no less than nine

also

cratic politician,

sessions of the General Assembly,

besides the
Constitutional Convention of 1847, of which he
was chosen President. He was first elected
Representative in the Seventh Assembly (1830),

and afterwards served

in the

House during the

the Ninth, Tenth, Eleventh, ThirFifteenth and Twenty-seventh, and as
Senator in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth. He
was also Clerk of the House in 1844-45, and,
sessions of

teenth,

having been elected Representative two years
was chosen Speaker at the succeeding sesAlthough not noted for any specially

later,

sion.

aggressive qualities, his consistency of character
won for him general respect, while his frequent
elections to the Legislature prove liim to have

been a

man

of large influence.

CLOWRY, Robert C, Telegraph Manager, was
born in 1838; entered the service of the Illinois &
Mississippi Telegraph Company as a messenger
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boy at JolLet in 1852, became manager of the
office at Lockport six months later, at Springfield

and chief operator at St. Louis in 1854.
Between 1859 and '63, he held highly responsible
positions on various Western lines, but the latter
year was commissioned bj- President Lincoln
Captain and Assistant Quartermaster, and placed
in charge of United States military lines with
lieadquarters at Little Rock, Ark. was mustered
out in May, 1866, and immediately appointed
District Superintendent of Western Union lines
in 1853,

;

in the Southwest.

From

that time his promotion

1,000,000 tons each,

was steady and rapid. In 18T5 he became
Assistant General Superintendent in 1878, Assist-

order:

ant Greneral Superintendent of the Central Division at Chicago: in 1880, succeeded General
Stager as General Superintendent, and, in 1885,
was elected Director, member of the Execu-

Salle, 1,165,490.

;

tive

tory

Committee and Vice-President, liis terriextending from the Atlantic to the

Pacific.

COAL AND COAL-MINIXG.

Illinois contains
the larger portion of what is known as the
coal field, covering an area of about
37,000 square miles, and underlying sixty counties, in but forty-five of which, however, operations are conducted on a commercial scale. The
Illinois field contains fifteen distinct seams.
Those available for commercial mining generally
lie at considerable depth and are reached by
shafts.
The coals are all bituminous, and furnish
an excellent steam-making fuel. Coke is manufactured to a limited extent in La Salle and some
of the southern counties, but elsewhere in the
State the coal does not yield a good marketable
coke.
Neither is it in any degree a good gas
coal, although used in some localities for that
purpose, rather because of its abundance than on

much

central

account of its adaptability. It is thought that,
with the increase of cheap transportation facilities, Pittsburg coal will be brought into the State
in such quantities as eventually to exclude local
coal from the manufacture of gas. In the report
of the Eleventh United States Census, the total
product of the Illinois coal mines was given as
12,104,273 tons, as against 6,115,377 tons reported

by the Tenth Census.

was estimated at
the mines. The

The value

of the output

§11,735,203, or .§0.97 per ton at

total number of mines was
and the number of tons mined
to the combined yield of the
mines of Ohio and Indiana. Tlie mines are
divided into two classes, technically known as
"regular" and "local." Of the former, there
were 358, and of the latter, 714 These 358 regular

stated to be 1,073,

was nearly equal
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mines employed 23,934 men and boys, of whom
31,350 worked below ground, besides an office
force of 389, and paid, in wages, $8,694,397. Tlie
total capital invested in these 358 mines was
According to the report of tlie State
$17,630,351.
Bureau of Labor Statistics for 1898, 881 mines
were operated during the year, employing 35,036
men and producing 18,599,399 tons of coal, which
was 1,473,459 tons less than the preceding year
the reduction being due to the strike of 1897.
Five counties of the State produced more than

Sangamon,

Vermilion,

standing in the following

1,763,863; St. Clair, 1,000,7.53;

1,520,099;

Macoupin,

1,264,926;

La

COAL CITY,

a town in Grundy County, on the
Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railway, 29 miles
by rail south-southwest of Joliet. Large coal
mines are operated here, and the town is an
important shipping point for their product. It
has a bank, a weekly newspaper and five
churches. Population (1890), 1,672.

COBB, Emery, capitalist, was born at Dryden,
Tompkins County, N. Y., August 30, 1831; at 16,
began the study of telegraphy at Ithaca,
acted as operator on Western New York
but,

in 1853,

became manager of the

later
lines,

office at

Chicago, continuing until 1865, tJie various companies having meanwhile been consolidated into
the Western Union. He then made an extensive
tour of the world, and, altliough he had introduced the system of transmitting money by
telegraph, he declined all invitations to return to
tlie key-board.
Having made large investments
in lands about Kankakee, where he now resides,
he has devoted much of his time to agriculture

and stock-raising; was also, for many years, a
member of the State Board of Agriculture, President of the Short-Horn Breeders' Association,
and, for twenty years (1873-93), a member of the
Board of Trustees of the University of Illinois.
He lias done much to improve the city of his
adoption by the erection of buildings, the construction of electric street-car lines and the
promotion of manufactures.

COBB,

Silas B., pioneer

and

real-estate opera-

was born at Montpelier, Vt., Jan. 23, 1813;
came to Chicago in 1833 on a schooner from Buf-

tor,

the voyage occupying over a month. Being
without means, he engaged as a carpenter upon a
building which James Kinzie, the Indian trader,
was erecting; later he erected a building of his
own in which he started a harness-shop, which
he conducteil successfully for a number of years.
He has since teen connected with a number
falo,

,,;

HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.

110

a public character,
including banks, street and steam railways, but
his largest successes have been achieved in the line
of improved real estate, of which he is an extenHe is also one of the liberal benesive owner.
factors of the University of Chicago, "Cobb
Lecture Hall," on the campus of that institution,
being the result of a contribution of his amountof business enterprises of

ing to $150,000.
COBDEN, a village in Union County, on the
Illinois Central Railroad, 43 miles north of Cairo
and 15 miles south of Carbondale. Fruits and
vegetables are extensively cultivated here and
shipped to northern markets. The surrounding
region is well timbered, and Cobden has two
lumber mills, as well as two flour mills. There
are five churches and two weekly newspapers.

Population

Granville, legislator and
jurist, was born in Ross County, Ohio, Nov. 13,
1844; brought to Moultrie County, 111., in 1849,
and, at the age of 17, enlisted in the One Hundred
and Twenty-sixth Regiment Illinois Volunteers,
serving in the War of the Rebellion three years

Returning home from the war, he
resumed life as a farmer, but early in 1873 began
merchandising at Lovington, continuing this
business three years, when he began the study of
law; in 1879, was admitted to the bar, and has
since been in active practice. In 1888 he was
as a private.

lower house of the General
Assembly, was an xmsuccessful candidate for the
Senate in 1890, but was re-elected to the House
in 1894, and again in 1896. At the special session
of 1890, he was chosen Speaker, and was similarly
honored in 1895. He is an excellent parliamento

the

tarian, clear-headed and just in his rulings, and
an able debater. In June, 1897, he was elected
He is
for a six years' term to the Circuit bench.

also one of the Trustees of the Soldiers' Orphans'

Home

at Normal.

CODDING, Ichabod, clergyman and

Died

lawyer and Judge;
born in Oneida County, N. Y., June 11, 1824; was
partially educated at Hamilton College, and, in
1843, came with his father to Kendall County,
111.
In 1847, he removed to Naperville, where
for six years he served as Clerk of the County
Commissioners' Court. In 1851 he was admitted

CODY, Hiram

Hitclicoclt,

to the bar; in 1861,

was elected County Judge

with practical unanimity served as a member of
the Constitutional Convention of 1869-70, and,
in 1874, was elected Judge of the Twelfth JudiHis residence (1896) was at Pasacial Circuit.
,

dena, Cal.

COLCHESTER,
on the

a town in

line of the Chicago,

McDonough County,
Burlington

&

Quincy

Railroad, 53 miles northeast of Quincy, and 7

(1880), 800; (1890), 994.

COCHRAN, William

elected

the organization of the Republican party.
at Baraboo, Wis., June 17, 1866.

anti-

Macomb. Coal abounds
in the surrounding region, more than 100,000 tons
being mined annually, much of which is shipped
from Colchester. The town also has manufactories of stoneware, brick (fire, paving and
building) and drain-tile. It has a bank, three
churches and two weekly newspapers. Populamiles west-southwest of

tion (1880), 1,007; (1890), 1,643.

COLES, Edward, the second Governor of the
State of Illinois, born in Albemarle County, Va.
15, 1786, the son of a wealthy planter, who
had been a Colonel in the Revolutionary War
was educated at Hampden-Sidney and William
and j\Iary Colleges, but compelled to leave before
graduation by an accident which interrupted his
studies; in 1809, became the private secretary of
President Madison, remaining six years, after
which he made a trip to Russia as a special messenger by appointment of the President. He
early manifested an interest in the emancipation

Dec.

of the slaves of Virginia.

In 1815 he

made

his

first tour through the Northwest Territory, going
as far west as St. Louis, returning three years
later and visiting Kaskaskia while the Constitu-

was

In

slavery lecturer,

tional Convention of 1818

1811; at

April of the following year he set out from his
Virginia home, accompanied by his slaves, for
Illinois, traveling by wagons to Brownsville, Pa.
where, taking flat-boats, he descended the river
with his goods and servants to a point below
Louisville, where they disembarked, journeying
overland to Edwardsville. While descending
the Ohio, he informed his slaves that they were
free, and, after arriving at their destination,
gave to each head of a family 160 acres of land.
This generous act was, in after years, made the
ground for bitter persecution by his enemies. At

was born at Bristol, N. Y., in
the age of 17 he was a popular temper-

ance lecturer; while a student at Middlebury,
Vt., began to lecture in opposition to slavery;
after leaving college served five years as agent
and lecturer of the Anti-Slavery Society; was
often exposed to mob violence, but always retaining his self-control, succeeded in escaping
In 1842 he entered the Congregaserious injury.

and held pastorates at Princeton,
Lockport, Joliet and elsewhere; between 1854
'58. lectured extensively through Illinois on
the Kansas-Nebraska issue, and was a power in

tional ministry

and

in

session.
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Edwardsville he entered upon the duties of
Register of the Land Office, to whicli he had
In 1823
been appointed by President Monroe.
he became the candidate for Governor of those
opposed to removing tlie restriction in the State
Constitution against the introduction of slavery,
and, althougli a majority of tlie voters then
favored the measure, he was elected by a small
plurality over his highest competitor in consequence of a division of the opposition vote

between three candidates.
The Legislature
chosen at the same time submitted to the people
a proposition for a State Convention to revise the
Constitution,

which was rejected

at the election

of 1824 by a majority of 1,668 in a total vote of

While Governor Coles had the efficient
aid in opposition to the measure of such men as
Judge Samuel D. Lockwood, Congressman Daniel
P. Cook, Morris Birkbeck,
George Forquer,
Hooper Warren, George Churchill and others, he
was himself a most influential factor in protecting
Illinois from the blight of slavery, contributing
his salary for his entire term (S4,000) to that end.
In 1825 it became his duty to welcome La FayRetiring from office in 1826, he
ette to Illinois.
continued to reside some years on his farm near
Edwardsville, and, in 1830, was a candidate for
11,612.

Congress, but being a known opponent of Genwas defeated by Joseph Duncan.
Previous to 1833, he removed to Philadelphia,
where he married during the following year, and

eral Jackson,

continued to reside there until his death, July 7,
1868, having lived to see the total extinction of
slavery in the United States.
(See Slavery and
Slave Latcs.)
COLES COUNTY, originally a part of Crawford
County, but organized in 1831, and named in
honor of Gov. Edward Coles.— lies central to the
eastern portion of the State, and embraces 530
square miles, with a population (1890) of 30,093.
The Kaskaskia River (sometimes called the
Okaw) runs through the nortliwestern part of the
county, but the principal stream is the Embarras
(Embraw). The chief resource of the people is
agriculture, although the county lies within the
limits of the Illinois coal belt.
To the north and
west are prairies, while timber abounds in the
southeast. The largest crop is of corn, although
wheat, dairy products, potatoes, hay, tobacco,
sorghum, wool, etc. are also important products.
,

Broom-corn

is

extensively cultivated.

Manufac-

carried on to a fair extent, the output
embracing sawed lirmber, carriages and wagons,

tiiring

is

and snuff, boots
Charleston, the county-seat, is

agricultural implements, tobacco

and

shoes,

etc.

number of handsome
public buildings, private residences and business
centrally located, and has a
blocks.

was

It

laid out in 1831,

and incorporated

its
population was 4,13,").
1890,
a railroad center, situated some 130
miles east of St. Louis. It has a population of
6,833, and is an important shipping point for
grain and live-stock. Other principal towns are
Ashmore, Oakland and Lerna.
COLFAX, a village of McLean County, on the
Kankakee & Bloomington branch of. the Illinois
Central Railroad, 23 miles northeast of Bloomington.
Farming and stock-growing are the leading
It has banks and two
industries of the section.
newspapers. Population (1890), 835.

in

in

1865;

Mattoon

is

COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS,
located at Chicago, and organized in 1881.

Its

term opened in September, 1882, in a building erected by the trustees at a cost of §60,000,
with a faculty embracing twenty-five professors,
with a sufficient corps of demonstrators, assistants, etc.
The number of matriculates was 152.
The institution ranks among the leading medical
colleges of the West.
Its standard of qualifications, for both matriculates and graduates, is
equal to those of other first-blass medical schools
throughout the country. The teaching faculty,
of late years, has consisted of some twenty-five
professors, who are aided by an adequate corps of
assistants, demonstrators, etc.
first

COLLEGES, EARLY. The early
Illinois

Legislatures of
little unfriendliness toward
charters for institutions of

manifested no

colleges.

The

first

were granted in 1833, and were for
the incorporation of the "Union College of Illithis character

Randolph County, and the "Alton Colat Upper Alton.
The first
to be under the care of the Scotch
Covenanters, but was never founded. The
second was in the interest of the Baptists, but
the charter was not accepted. Botli these acts
contained jealous and unfriendly restrictions,
notably one to the effect that no theological
department sliould be established and no professor of theology employed as an instructor, nor
should any religious test be applied in the selection of trustees or the admission of pupils.
The
friends of higher education, however, made comnois," in
lege

of Illinois,"

named was

mon

cause, and, in 1835, secured the passage of

an "omnibus

bill" incorporating four private
the Alton the Illinois, at Jacksonville
the McKendree, at Lebanon, and the Jonesboro.
Similar restrictive provisions as to theological
teaching were incorporated in these charters, and
a limitation was placed upon the amount of

colleges

—

;
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propertj- to be

owned

bj'

any

institution, but in

many

respects the law was more liberal than its
predecessors of two years previous. Owing to
the absence of suitable preparatory schools, these
institutions were compelled to maintain prepara-

tory departments under the tuition of the college
The college last named above ( Jonesprofessors.
boro)

was

to

have been founded by the

Cliristian

denomination, but was never organized. The
three remaining ones stand, in the order of their
formation, l^cKendree, Illinois, Alton (afterward
in the order of graduating initial
Shurtleff)
McKendree, Shurtleff. PreIllinois,
classes
paratoiy instruction began to be given in Illinois
College in 1839, and a class was organized in the
collegiate department in 1831. The Legislature
of 1835 also incorporated the Jacksonville Female
Academy, the first school for girls chartered in
;

—

the State. From this time forward colleges and
academies were incorporated in rapid succession,
many of them at places whose names have long
since disappeared from the map of the State. It
was at this time that there developed a strong
party in favor of founding what were termed,

"Manual Labor Colleges." It was believed that the time which a
student might be able to "redeem" from study,
could be so profitably employed at farm or shopwork as to enable him to earn his own livelihood.
Acting upon this theory, the Legislature of 1835
granted charters to the "Franklin Manual Labor
College," to be located in either Cook or La Salle
County; to the "Burnt Prairie Manual Labor
Seminary," in White County, and the "Chatham
Manual Labor School," at Lick Prairie, Sangamon County. University powers were conferred
upon the institution last named, and its charter
also contained the somewhat extraordinary provision that any sect might establish a professorIn 1837 six more
ship of theology therein.
colleges were incorporated, only one of which
By 1840,
(Knox) was successfully organized.
better and broader views of education had
developed, and tlie Legislature of 1841 repealed
rather

euijhemistically,

COLLIER, Robert Laird, clergyman, was born
August 7, 1837; graduated at
Boston University, 1858; soon after became an
itinerant Methodist minister, but, in 1866, united
with the Unitarian Church and officiated as
pastor of churches in Chicago, Boston and Kansas City, besides supplying pulpits in various
In 1885, he was
cities in England (1880-85).
appointed United States Consul at Leipsic, but
of the
commissioner
later served as a special
Johns Hopkins University in the collection of
labor statistics in Europe, meanwhile gaining a
wide reputation as a lecturer and magazine
writer.
His published works include; "EveryDay Subjects in Sunday Sermons" (1869) and
"Meditations on the Essence of Christianity"
Died near his birthplace, July 27, 1890.
(1876).
COLLINS, Frederick, manufacturer, was bom
He was the youngin Connecticut, Feb. 34, 1804.
est of five brothers who came with their parents
in Salisbury, Md.,

from
ville

Conn to Illinois, in 1833, and
town of Unionville now Collins-

Litchfield,

settled in the

— in

County.

the

,

—

southwestern

part

of

They were enterprising and

Madison
public-

men, who

engaged, quite
extensively for the time, in various branches of
manufacture, including flour and whisky. This
was an era of progress and development, and
becoming convinced of the injurious character
of the latter branch of their business, it was
promptly abandoned. The subject of this sketch
was later associated with his brother Michael in
the pork-packing and grain business at Naples,
the early Illinois River terminus of the Sangamon
& Morgan (now Wabash) Railroad, but finally
located at Quincy in 1851, where he was engaged
spirited

business

manufacturing business for many years. He
of high business probity and religious
a determined opponent of the
institution of slavery, as shown by the fact that
lie was once subjected by his neighbors to the

in

was a man

principle, as well as

Lake Forest University, McKendree College, Monmouth College, Jacksonville Female Seminary,
Monticello Female Seminary, Northwestern Uni-

intended indignity of being hung in effigy for the
crime of assisting a fugitive female slave on the
road to freedom. In a speecli made in 1834, in
commemoration of the act of emancipation in the
West Indies, he gave utterance to the following
"Methinks the time is not far distant
prediction
when our own country will celebrate a day of
emancipation within her own borders, and consistent songs of freedom shall indeed ring
throughout the length and breadth of the land."
He lived to see this prophecy fulfilled, dying at
Quincy, in 1878. Mr. Collins was the candidate of
the Liberty Men of Illinois for Lieutenant-Gov-

versHy, Shvrtleff College.)

ernor in 1843.

prohibition of the establishing of theological
departments, as well as the restrictions previously
imposed upon the amount and value of property
to be owned by private educational institutions.
The whole number of colleges and seminaries

all

incorporated under the State law (1896)
three.

(See also Illinois College,

Knox

is

forty-

College,

;
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COLLINS, James H., lawyer and jurist, was
born in Cambridge, Washington County, N. Y.,
but taken in early life to Vernon, Oneida County,
where he grew to manhood. After spending a
couple of years in an academy, at the age of 18
he began the study of law, was admitted to the
bar in 1834, and as a counsellor and solicitor in
1827, coming to Chicago in the fall of 1833, making a part of the journey by the first stage-coach
from Detroit to the present Western metropolis.
After arriving in Illinois, he spent some time in
exploration of the surrounding country, but
returning to Chicago in 1S34, he entered into
partnership with Judge John D. Caton, who had
been his preceptor in New York, still later being
a partner of Justin Butterfield under the firm
name of Butterfield & Collins. He was considered an eminent authority in law and gained
an extensive practice, being regarded as especially strong in chancery cases as well as an able
pleader.

Politically,

he was an uncompromising

often aided runaway
slaves in seciiring their liberty or defended others
who did so. He was also one of the original
promoters of the old Galena & Chicago Union
Railroad and one of its first Board of Directors.
anti-slavery

man,

and

Died, suddenlj- of cholera, while attending court
at Ottawa, in 1854.

COLLINS, Loren C,
sor,

Conn., August

1,

jurist,

was born

at

Wind-

1848; at the age of

18

and was
accompanied his family to
educated at the Northwestern University. He
read law, was admitted to the bar, and soon
He was
built up a remunerative practice.
elected to the Legislature in 1878, and through
his ability as a debater and a parliamentarian,
soon became one of the leaders of his party on
Illinois,

the floor of the lower house. He was re-elected
in 1880 and 1882. and, in 1883, was chosen Speaker
General Assembly. In
of
the Thirty-third
December, 1884, he was appointed a Judge of the
Circuit Court of Cook County, to fill the vacancy
created by the resignation of Judge Barnum, was
elected to succeed himself in 188.5, and re-elected
in 1891, but resigned in 1894, since that time

devoting his attention to regular practice in the
city of Chicago.
COLLINS, William H., retired manufacturer,
born at Collinsville, III, March 20, 1831; was
educated in the common schools and at Illinois
College, later taking a course in literature,
philosophy and theology at Yale College served
as pastor of a Congregational church at La Salle
;

became editor and propri"The Jacksonville Journal," which he

several years; in 1858,
etor of

conducted some four years. The Civil War having begun, he then accepted the chaplaincy of
the Tenth Regiment Illinois Volunteers, but
resigning in 18C3, organized a company of the
One Hundred and Fourth Volunteers, of which
he was chosen Captain, participating in the

Chickamauga, Lookout Mountain and
Later he served on the staff
JI. Palmer and at Fourteenth Army

battles of

Missionary Ridge.
of Gen.

John

Corps

headquarters,

until

the

after

fall

of

Then resigning, in November, 1864, he
was appointed by Secretary Stanton ProvostAtlanta.

Marshal for the Twelfth District of Illinois, continuing in this service until the close of 1865,
when he engaged in the manufacturing business
as head of the Collins Plow Company at Quincy.
This business he conducted successfully some
twenty-five years, when he retired. Mr. Collins
has served as Alderman and Mayor, ad interim,
Representative in the
of the city of Quincy
Thirty-fourth and Thirty-fifth General Assemblies
during the latter being chosen to deliver
the eulogy on Gen. John A. Logan was a prominent candidate for the nomination for Lieutenant
Governor in 1888, and the same year Republican
candidate for Congress in the Quincy District;
in 1894, was the Republican nominee for State
Senator in Adams County, and, though a Republican, has been twice elected Supervisor in a
strongly Democratic city.
COLLINSTILLE, a city on the southern border
of Madison County, 13 miles (by rail) east-northeast of St. Louis, and about 11 miles south of
Edwardsville. The place was originally settled
in 1817 by four brothers named ColUns from
Litchfield, Conn., who established a tan-yard
and erected an ox-mill for grinding corn and
wheat and sawing lumber, which was patronized
by early settlers from a long distance. The town
was platted by surviving members of this family
Coal-mining is a principal industry in
in 1836.
the surrounding district, and oce or two mines
are operated within the corporate limits. The
cit}' has zinc works, as well as flour mills and
brick and tile factories. It contains seven
churches, two banks, a high school, and a newspaper office. Population (1880), 3,887; (1890),
;

—

;

3,498.

COLLIER, Robert, clergyman, was born at
Keighly, Yorkshire, England, Dec. 8, 1823; left
school at eight years of age to earn his living in
a factory at fourteen was apprenticed to a blacksmith and learned the trade of a hammer-maker.
His only opportunity of acquiring an education
during this period, apart from private study, was;

;

,
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in a night-school, which he attended two winters.
In 1849 he became a local Methodist preacher,
came to the United States the next year, settling

1866, was appointed by President Johnson United
States Consul at Venice, remaining there until
1869.
The latter year he became the General

in Pennsylvania, where he pursued his trade,
preaching on Sundays. His views on the atonement having gradually been changed towards
Unitarianism, his license to preach was revoked
by the conference, and, in IS.JO, he united with
the Unitarian Church, having already won a
wide reputation as an eloquent public speaker.
Coming to Chicago, he began work as a missionary, and, in 1860, organized the Unity Chvirch,
beginning with seven members, though it has
since become one of the strongest and most influIn 1879 he accepted
ential churches in the city.
a call to a church in New York City, where he
Of strong anti-slavery views and
still remains.
a zealous Unionist, he served during a part of the
Civil War as a camp inspector for the Sanitary
Commission. Since the war he has repeatedly
visited England, and has exerted a wide influence
as a lecturer and pulpit orator on both sides of
the Atlantic. He is the author of a number of
volumes, including "Nature and Life" (1866);
"A Man in Earnest: Life of A. H. Conant" (1868)
"A History of the Town and Parish of likely"
(1886), and "Lectures toYoung Men and Women"

Passenger Agent of the Union Pacific Railroad,
continuing in that position vintil 1871, meantime
visiting China, Japan and India, and establishing
agencies for the Union and Central Pacific Railways in various countries of Europe. In 1873 he
succeeded his father as President of the Farmers"
and Mechanics' Bank of Galesburg, but retired in
1884, and the same year removed to Washington,
D. C, where he has since resided. Mr. Colton is
a large land owner in some of the Western States,
especially Kansas and Nebraska.
COLUMBIA, a town in Monroe County, 15
miles by rail south of St. Louis, Mo., and 9 miles
north of Waterloo. It has a machine shop, two

(1886).

COLTON, Chauncey

Sill, pioneer,

was born

at

Springfield, Pa., Sept. 31, 1800; taken to Massachusetts in childhood and educated at Monson in that
State, afterwards residing for

many

years, dur-

ing his manhood, at Monson, Maine. He came to
Illinois in 1836, locating on the site of the present
city of Galesburg, where he built the first store
and dwelling house; continued in general merchandise some seventeen or eighteen years, meanwhile associating his sons with him in business
under the firm name of C. S. Colton & Sons. Mr.
Colton was associated with the construction of
the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad from
the beginning, becoming one of the Directors of
the Company; was also a Director of the First
National Bank of Galesburg, the first organizer
President of the Farmers' and Mechanics' Bank of that city, and one of the Trustees of
Knox College. Died in Galesburg, July 27, 1885.
Francis (Colton), son of the preceding; born
at Monson, Maine, May 34, 1834, came to Gales-

and

first

—

burg with his father's family in 1836, and was
educated at Knox College, graduating in 185.5,
and receiving the degree of A.M. in 1858. After
graduation, he was in partnership with his father

some seven

years, also served as Vice-President
Bank of Galesburg, and, in

of the First National

flouring mills

and two cigar

factories, besides five

churches and a public school.

Population (1880)

1,308; (1890), 1,367.

COMPANY OF THE WEST, THE, a company
formed

in France, in August, 1717, to develop
the resources of "New France." in which the
"Illinois Country" was at that time included.
At the head of the company was the celebrated
John Law, and to him and his associates the
French monarch granted extraordinary powers,
both governmental and commercial. They were
given the exclusive right to refine the precious
metals, as well as a monopoly in the trade in
tobacco and slaves. Later, the company became
known as the Indies, or East Indies, Company,
owing to the king having granted them concessions to trade with the East Indies and China.
On Sept. 27, 1717, the Royal Council of France
declared that the Illinois Country should form a
part of the Province of Louisiana and, under the
;

shrewd management of

Law and

his associates,

immigration soon increased, as

many

settlers arriving in a single year.

The

as

800

directors

of the company, in the exercise of their governmental powers, appointed Pierre Duque de Bois-

the Illinois District. He
proceeded to Kaskaskia, and, within a few miles
of that settlement, erected Fort Chartres.
(See
Fort Chartres. ) The policy of the Indies Company
was energetic, and, in the main, wise. Grants of
commons were made to various French villages,
and Cahokia and Kaskaskia steadily grew in size
and population. Permanent settlers were given
grants of land and agriculture was encouraged.
These grants (which were allodial in their character) covered nearly all the lands in that part of
the American Bottom, lying between the Mississippi and the Kaskaskia Rivers.
Many grantees
briant Governor of

HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF
held their lands in one great common field, each
proprietor contributing, pro rata, to the maintenance of a surrounding fence. In 1721 the Indies
Company divided the Province of Louisiana into
nine civil and military districts. That of Illinois
was numericalh- the Seventh, and included not
only the soutliern half of the existing State, but
also an immense tract west of the Mississippi,
extending to the Rocky Mountains, and embracing the present States of Missouri, Kansas, Iowa
and Nebraska, besides portions of Arkansas and
Colorado. The Commandant, with his secretary
and the Company's Commissary, formed the
In
District Council, the civil law being in force.

Company surrendered

1732,

the Indies

and

thereafter, the Governors of

its

charter,

Illinois

were

appointed directly by the French crown.

CONCORDIA SEMINARY,

an institution

cated at Springfield, founded in 1S7U
sor of
Illinois

an

earlier institution

University.

;

lo-

the succes-

imder the name of

Theological,

scientific

and

departments are maintained, although there is no classical course. The institution is under control of the German Lutherans.
The institution reports $12r),()00 worth of real
property. The members of the Faculty (189s)
are five in number, and there were about 171
preparatorj'

students in attendance.

CONDEE, Leander D., lawyer, was born in
Athens County, Ohio. Sept. 26, 1847; brought
by his parents to Coles County. 111., at the age of
eight years, and received his education in the
common schools and at St. Paul's Academy, Kankakee, taking a special course in Michigan State
University and graduating from the law department of the latter in 1808. He then began practice at Butler. Bates County, 5Io.
wliere he
served three years as City Attorney, but, in 1873,
returned to Illinois, locating in Hyde Park (now
a part of Chicago), where he served as City
Attorney for three consecutive terms before its
annexation to Chicago. In 1880, he was elected
as a Republican to the State Senate for the
Second Senatorial District, serving in the Thirtysecond and the Thirty-third General As.sembliffs.
In 1892, he was the Republican nominee for Judge
of the Superior Court of Cook County, but was
defeated with the National and the State tickets
of that year, since when he has given his attention to regular practice, maintaining a high rank
,

in his profession.

COXGER, Edwin Kurd, lawyer and diplomatist, was bom in Knox County, 111., March?, 1843;
graduated at Lombard Universit)', Galesburg. in
1862. and inmiediately thereafter enlisted as a

ILLIXt)!^

One Hundred and Second
serving tlirough the war and

private in the

Illinois

Volunteers,
attaining the rank of Captain, besides being brevetted

Major for gallant service. Later, he graduateil
from the Albany Law School and practiced for a
time in Galesburg, but, in 1868, removed to Iowa,
where he engaged in farming, stock-raising and
hanking; was twice elected County Treasurer f)f
Dallas County, and, in 1880, State Treasure)',
being re-elected in 1882; in 1886, was elected ti)
Congi-ess from the Des Moines District, and twice
re-elected (1888 and '90), but before the close of
his last term was appointed by President Harrison Minister to Brazil, serving until 1893. In
1896, he served as Presidential Elector for the
and, in 1897, was re-appointetl
Minister to Brazil, but, in 1898, was transferred
to China, where (1899) he now is.
He was succeeded at Rio Janeiro by Charles Page Bryan of
State-at-large,

Illinois.

CONOREGATIONALISTS, THE. Two
Daniel Smith

Congre-

— Rev. S. Mills and Rev.
— visited Illinois in 1814, and spent

gational ministers

J.

some time

at Kaskaskia and Shawneetown, but
left for New Orleans without organizing anj'
dmrches. The first church was organized at
Mendon, Adams County, in 1833. followed by
others during the same year, at Naperville, Jacksonville and Quincy.
By 1830, tlie number had

increased to ten. Among the pioneer ministers
were Jabez Porter, who was also a teacher at
Quincy, in 1828, and Rev. Asa Turner, in 1830,
who became pastor of the first Quincy churcli,
followed later by Revs. Julian M. Sturtevant
(afterwards President of Illinois College). Truman M. Post, Edward Beecher and Horatio Foot.
Other Congregational ministers who came to f'e
State at an early day were Rev.

Salmon Gridley.
John M.
served as a missionary and was instrumental in founding Illinois College and the Jacksonville Female Seminary at Jacksonville; Revs.
Thomas Lippincott. Cyrus L. Watson, Theron
Baldwin, Elisha Jenney, William Kirby. the two
Lovejoys (Owen and Elijah P.), and many more
of whom, either temporarily or permanently,
became associated with Presbyterian churches.
Although Illinois College was under the united
patronage of Presbyterians and Congregational
ists. tlie leading spirits in its original establish
ment were Congregationalists, and the same was
true of Knox College at Galesburg. In 1835, at
Big Grove, in an unoccupied log-cabin, was
convened the first Congregational Council, known
in the denominational history of tlie State as

who

Ellis,

finally located at St. Louis; Rev.

who
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Since then some twelve to
have been organized.
development of the denomination
had been such tliat it had 280 churches, supporting 312 ministers, with 33, 126 members. During
that year the disbursements on acooimt of charities and home extension, by tlie Illinois churches,
were nearly SI 000, 000. The Chicago Theological
Seminary, at Cliicago, is a Congregational school
of divinity, its property holdings being worth
that of

Fox

River.

Mr. Lincoln was fittingly illustrated by his posi-

fifteen .separate Associations

tion for over thirty years as

By

of the Lincoln

1890, the

,

nearly .?700,000. "The Advance" (published at
Chicago) is the chief denominational organ.
(See also Religious Denominations. )

CONGRESSIONAL APPORTIONMENT.
Apportionment,

Congressional;

(See

also Represent-

CONKLIXG, James Cook,
Oct. 13,

lawyer, wa? born in
1816 graduated at Prince;

ton College in 1835, and, after studying law and
being admitted to the bar at Morristown, N. J,, in
1838,

removed

to Springfield,

111.

Here

his first

business partner was Cyrus Walker, an eminent
and widely known lawj'er of his time, while at a
later period he was associated with Gen. James
Shields, afterwards a soldier of the Mexican War
and a United States Senator, at different times,

from three different States. As an original
Whig, Mr. Conkling early became associated
with Abraham Lincoln, whose intimate and
trusted friend he was through life. It was to

him

an original member
Association.
Other

Carlinville, as also that of

Postmaster of the city

which he was appointed in 1890,
four years. High-minded
and honorable, of pure personal character and
strong religious convictions, public-spirited and
liberal, probably no man did more to promote
the gro^vth and prosperity of the city of Springof Springfield, to

continuing in

office

field, during the sixty years of his residence there,
he.
His death, as a result of old age,
occurred in that city, March 1, 1899. —Clinton L.
(Conkling), son of the preceding, was born in
Springfield, Oct. 16, 1843; graduated at Yale
College in 1864, studied law with his father, and

than

atives in Congress. )

New York City,

Monument

public positions held by him included those of
State Agent during the Civil War by appointment
of Governor Yates. Trustee of the State University
at Champaign, and of Blackburn University at

that Mr. Lincoln addressed his celebrated
which, by his special request, Mr. Conk-

letter,

ling read before the great

Union mass-meeting

Springfield, held, Sept.

1863,

3,

now known

at

as the

"Lincoln-Conkling Letter." Mr. Conkling was
chosen Mayor of the city of Springfield in 1844,
and served in the lower branch of the Seventeenth and the Twenty-fifth General Assemblies
It was largely due to his tactful
(1851 and 1867).
management in the latter, that the first appropriation was made for the new State House, which
established the capital permanently in that city.
At the Bloomington Convention of 1856, where
the Republican party in Illinois may be said to
have been formally organized, with Mr. Lincoln
and three others, he represented Sangamon
County, served on the Committee on Resolutions,
and was appointed a member of the State Central
Committee which conducted tlie campaign of
that year. In 1860, and again in 1864, his name
was on the Republican State ticket for Presidential Elector, and, on both occasions, it became his
duty to cast the electoral vote of Mr. Lincoln's
own District for him for President. The intimacy
of personal friendship existing between him and

was

licensed to practice in tlie Illinois courts in

1866, and in the United States courts in 1867.
After practicing a few years, he turned his atten
tion to manufacturing, but, in 1877, resumed
practice and has proved successful. He has
devoted much attention of late years to real
estate business, and has represented large land
interests in this and other States.
For many
years he was Secretary of the Lincoln Monument
Association, and has served on the Board of
County Supervisors, which is the only political
office he has held.
In 1897 he was the Republican nominee for Judge of the Springfield Circuit, but, although confessedly a man of the
highest probity and ability, was defeated in a
district overwhelmingly Democratic.
CONNOLLY, James Austin, lawyer and Con
gressman, was born in Newark, N. J., March 8.
1843; went with his parents to Ohio in 1850,
where, in 1858-59, he served as Assistant Clerk of
the State Senate studied law and was admitted
to the bar in that State in 1861, and soon after
removed to Illinois; the following year (1862) he
enlisted as a private soldier in the One Hundred
and Twenty-third Illinois Volunteers, but was
successively commissioned as Captain and Major,
retiring with the rank of brevet LieutenantColonel.
In 1872 lie was elected Representative
in the State Legislature from Coles County and
;

1874; was United States District
Attorney for the Southern District of Illinois
from 1876 to 1885, and again from 1889 to 1893;
in 1886 was appointed and confirmed Solicitor of
the Treasury, but declined the office; the same
year ran as the Republican camlidate for Con-

re-elected in
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gress in the Springfield (then the Thirteenth)
District in opposition to Wni. M. Springer, anJ

people of Illinois Territory to organize a State
(fovernment. A bill to this effect was intro-

was defeated by

than 1,000 votes in a district
usually Democratic by 3,000 majority. He
declined a second nomination in 1888, but, in 1894,
was nominated for a third time (this time for the
Seventeenth District), and was elected, as he was
for a second term in 1896. He declined a renomina-

duced, April 7, and became a law, April 18, following.
It authorized
the people to frame a
Constitution and organize a State Governmentapportioning the Delegates to be elected from
each of the fifteen counties into which the Ter-

tion in 1898, returning to the practice of his pro-

of July, following, as the day of election,

less

fession at Springfield at the close of the Fifty-fifth

Congress.

CONSTABLE, Charles H., lawyer, was born at
Chestertown, Md.,July 6, 1817; educated at Belle
Air Academy and the University of Virginia,
graduating from the latter in 1838. Then, having
studied law, he was admitted to the bar, came to
Mount Carmel,
and, in 1844, was elected to the
State Senate for the district composed of Wabash,
Edwards and Wayne Counties, serving until 1848.
Illinois early in 1840, locating at

Wabash County,

He

also served as a Delegate in the Constitutional

Convention of

1847.

Originally a Whig, on the

dissolution of that party in

Democrat;

in

18.56,

18.54,

served

as

he became a
Presidential

Buchanan ticket and,
during the Civil War, was a pronounced opponent of the policy of the Government in dealing
with secession. Having removed to Marshall,
Elector-at-large on the

Clark County, in 1852, he continued the practice
of his profession there, but was elected Judge of
the Circuit Court in 1861, serving until his death,
which occurred, Oct. 9, 1865. While holding
court at Charleston, in March. 1863, Judge Con-

was arrested because of his release of four
deserters from the army, and the holding to bail,
on the charge of kidnaping, of two Union officers
who had arrested them. He was subsequently
released by Judge Treat of the United States
stable

District Court at Springfield, but the affair culriot at Charleston, on March
which four soldiers and three citizens were
and eight persons were wounded.

minated in a

22, in

killed

outright,

CONSTITUTIONAL CONTENTIONS.

Illinois

has had four State Conventions called

for the

pvtrpose of formulating State Constitutions.

Of

three— those of 1818, 1847 and 1869-70—
adopted Constitutions which went into effect,
while the instrument framed by the Convention
of 1862 was rejected by the people. A synoptical
history of each will be found below:
Convention of 1818.— In January, 1818, the
Territorial
Legislature adopted a resolution
instructing the Delegate in Congress (Hon.
Nathaniel Pope) to present a petition to Congress
requesting the passage of an act authorizing the
these,

ritory

was then

divided,

naming the

first

Monday

and the
August as the time for the meeting of the Convention. The act was conditioned
upon a census of tlie people of the Territory (to
be ordered by the Legislature), sliowing a population of not less than 40.000.
The census, as
taken, showed the required population, but, as
finally corrected, this was reduced to 34,620
being the smallest with which any State vcas ever
admitted into the Union. The election took
place on July 6, 1818, and the Convention assembled at Kaskaskia on Augdst 3. It consisted of
tliirty-three members.
Of these, a majority were
farmers of limited education, but with a fair
first

Monday

of

of hai-d common-sense.
Five of the
Delegates were lawyers, and these undoubted!)wielded a
controlling
influence. Jesse
B.
Thomas (afterwards one of the first United
States Senators) presided, and Elias Kent Kane,
also a later Senator, was among the dominating
spirits.
It has been asserted that to the latter
should be ascribed whatever new matter was
incorporated in the instrument, it being copied
in most of its essential provisions from the Constitutions of Ohio, Kentucky and Indiana.
The

portion

Convention completed

its labors and adjourned,
August 26, the Constitution was submitted to
Congress by Delegate John McLean, without the
formality of ratification by the people, and Illinois was admitted into the Union as a State by
resolution of Congress, adopted Dec. 3, 1818.
Convention of 1847.— An attempt was made in
1832 to obtain a revision of the Constitution of
1818, the object of the chief promoters of the
movement being to .secure the incorporation of a
provision authorizing tlie admission of slavery
into Illinois.
The passage of a resolution, by the
necessary two-thirds vote of both Houses of the
General Assembly, submitting the proposition to
a vote of the people, was secured by the most
questionable methods, at the session of 1822, but
after a heated campaign of nearly two years, it

was rejecte<l at the election of 1824. (See
Slavery and Slave Laws; also Co?es. Edward.)
At the session of 1840-41, another resolution on
the subject was submitted to the people, but it
was rejected by the narrow margin of 1.039
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Again, in 1845, the question was submitted, and, at the election of 1846, was approved.
The election of delegates occurred, April 19, 1847,
and the Convention met at Springfield, June 19,
votes.

following.

It

was composed

of 163

members,

ninety-two of whom were Democrats. The list
of Delegates embraced the names of manj' who
afterwards attained high distinction in public
affairs, and the body, as a whole, was representThe Bill of Rights attached
ative in character
to the Constitution of 1818 was but little changed
in its successor, except by a few additions,
among which was a section disqualifying any
person who had been concerned in a duel from
lidding
ever,

office.

was

howand several important
may be mentioned

Tlie earlier Constitution,

carefully revised

changes made.

Among

these

the following; Limiting the elective franchi.se
for foreign-born citizens to those who had
liecome naturalized making the judiciary elective: requiring that all State oflfieers be elected
by the people; changing the time of the election
;

of the Executive,

and making him

ineligible for

immediate re-election; various curtailments of
the power of the Legislature; imposing a twomill tax for payment of the State debt, and providing for the establishment of a sinking fund.
The Constitution framed was adopted in convention, August 31, 1847; ratified by popular vote,
March 6, 1848. and went into effect, April 1, 1848.

Convention of

1863.

— The

proposition

for

holding a third Constitutional Convention was
submitted to vote of the people by the Legislature
of 18.59, endorsed at tlie election of 1860, and the
election of Delegates held in November, 1861. In
the excitement attendant upon the early events
of the war, jieople paid comparatively little
attention to the choice of its members. It was
composed of forty-five Democrats, twenty-one
Republicans, seven "fusionists" and two classed
as
doubtful. The Convention assembled at

and remained in sesIt was in many
sion until March 24, following.
respects a remarkable bodj-. The law providing
for its existence prescribed that the members,
before proceeding to business, should take an
Springfield

on Jan.

7,

1863.

oath to support the State Constitution. This the
majority refused to do. Their conception of
their powers was such that they seriously deliberated upon electing a United States Senator,
assumed to make appropriations from the State
treasury, claimed the right to interfere with
militarj- affairs, and called upon the Governor
for information concerning claims of the Illinois
Central Railroad, which the Executive refused to

lay before them. The instrument drafted proposed numerous important changes in the cfrganic
law, and was generally regarded as objectionable.

was rejected at an election held, June 17, 1863,
by a majority of over 16,000 votes.
Convention op 1869-70. The second attempt

It

—

to revise the Constitution of 1848 resulted in
submission to the people, by the Legislature of
1867, of a proposition for a Convention, which was
approved at the election of 1868 by a bare major-

ity of 704 votes.
The election of Delegates was
provided for at the next session (1869), the election held in November and the Convention
assembled at Springfield, Dec. 13. Charles
Hitchcock was chosen President, John Q. Harmon, Secretary, and Daniel Shepard and A. H.
Swain, First and Second Assistants. There were

eighty-five members, of

whom

forty-four

were

Republicans and forty-one Democrats, although
fifteen had been elected nominally as "Independents."'
It was an assemblage of some of the
ablest men of the State, including representatives
of all the learned professions except the clerical,
besides merchants, farmers, bankers and journalists.
Its work was completed May 13, 1870, and
in the main good.
Some of the principal changes
made in the fundamental law, as proposed by the
Convention, were the following; The prohibition of special legislation where a general law
may be made to cover the necessities of the case,
and the absolute prohibition of such legislation
in reference to divorces, lotteries and a score of
other matters prohibition of the passage of any
law releasing any civil division (district, county,
city, township or town) from the payment of its
;

just proportion of

any State tax; recommenda-

tlie Legislature to enact laws upon
certain specified subjects, such as liberal homestead and exemption rights, the construction of

tions to

the regulation of charges on railways
(which were declared to be public highways),
declaring all elevators and storehouses
public warehouses, and providing for their legislative inspection and supervision.
The maintenance of an "eflficient system of public schools"
was made obligatory upon the Legislature, and
the appropriation of any funds State, municipal,
drains,

etc., etc.

town

;

—

—

or district
to the support of sectarian
was prohibited. The [irinciple of cumu

schools

lative voting, or "minority representation," in

the choice of members of the House of Representwas provided for, and additional safe
guards thrown around the passage of bills. The
ineligibility of the Governor to re-election for a
second consecutive term was set aside, and a
atives
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made necessary
The list of State

two-thirds vote of the Legislature
to override an executive veto.

was increased by

oflficers

offices of

tlie creation of the
Attorney-General and Superintendent

of Public Instruction, these having been previously provided for only by statute. The Supreme

Court bench was increased by the addition of
four members, making the whole number of
Supreme Court judges seven Appellate Courts
authorized after 1874, and Count}' Courts were
;

made

courts of record.

State officers

— was

Tlie

— executive,

compensation of

judicial

and

all

legislative

with the Legislature,
and no limit was placed upon tlie length of the
sessions of the General Assembly.
The instrument drafted by the Convention was ratified at
an election held, July 6, 1870, and went into force,
left

August

discretionary

following.

8,

Occasional

have been submitted and

ratified

amendments
from time to

(See Constitutio?i!i. Eli'ctions

time.

and Repre-

sentation: also Minority Representation.)

CONSTITUTIONS.

Illinois

has had three con-

—

stitutions that of 1870 being now (1898) in force.
The earliest instrument was that approved by
Congress in 1818, and the first revision was made
in 1847 the Constitution having been ratified at
an election held, March 5, 1848, and going into
The term of State
force, April 1, following.
officers has been uniformly fixed at four years,
except that of Treasurer, which is two years.
Biennial elections and sessions of the General
Assembly are provided for, Senators holding their

—

seats for
years.

four years,

The State

is

and Representatives two

required to be apportioned

after each decennial census into fifty-one dis-

each of which elects one Senator and three
The principle of minority rephas been incorporated into the
organic law, each elector being allowed to cast as
many votes for one legislative candidate as there
are Representatives to be chosen in his district
or ho may divide his vote equally among all the
three candidates or between two of them, as he
tricts,

Representatives.

resentation

may

see

fit.

One

tution of 1870

is

of the provisions of the Consti-

the inhibition of the General

Assembly from passing private laws. Municipalities are classified, and legislation is for all
cities of a class, not for an individual corporaIndividual citizens with a financial grievance must secure payment of their claims under
the terms of some general appropriation. The
sessions of the Legislature are not limited as to
time, nor is there any restriction upon the power
of the Executive to summon extra sessions.
(See also Constitutional Conventions; Elections;
tion.
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Governors and other State Officers; Judicial
System; Suffrage, Etc.
COOK, Burton C, lawyer and Congressman,
was born in Monroe County, N, Y., May 11, 1819;
completed his academic education at the Collegiate Institute in Rochester, and after studying

removed to Illinois (183.5), locating fir.st at
Hennepin and later at Ottawa. Here he began
law,

the practice of his profession, and, in 1846, was
elected by the Legislature State's Attorney for
the Ninth Judicial District, serving two years,

when, in 1848, he was re-elected by the people
under the Constitution of that year, for four
years.
From 18.')3 to 1860, he was State Senator,
taking part in the election which resulted in
making Lyman Trumbull United States Senator
in 185.5.
In 1861 he served as one of the Peace
Commissioners from Illinois in the Conference
which met at Washington. He may be called
one of the founders of the Republican party in
this State, having been a member of the State
Central Committee appointed at Bloomington in
18.56, and Chairman of the State Central Committee in 1862. In 1864, he was elected to Congress, and re-elected in 1866, '68 and '70, but
resigned in 1871 to accept the solicitorship of the
Northwestern Railroad, whicli he resigned in
1886.
He was an intimate friend of Abraham
Lincoln, .serving as a delegate to both the National
Conventions which nominated him for the Presidency, and presenting his name at Baltimore in
1864.
His death occurred at Evanston, August
18,

1894.

COOK, Daniel Pope, early Congressman, was
born in Scott County, Ky., in 179.5, removed to
Illinois and began the practice of law at Kaskaskia in 181.5. Early in 1816, he became joint owner
and editor of "The Illinois Intelligencer," and at
the same time served as Auditor of Public
Accounts by appointment of Governor Edwards
the next year (1817) was sent by President Monroe as bearer of dispatches to John Quincy Adams,
then minister to London, and, on his return, was
appointed a Circuit Judge. On the admission of
the State he was elected the first AttorneyGeneral, but almost immediately resigned and,
in September, 1819, was elected to Congress, serving as Representative until 1827. Having married
a daughter of Governor Edwards, he became a
resident of Edwardsville. He was a conspicuous
opponent of the proposition to make Illinois a
slave State in 1823-24, and did much to prevent
the success of that scheme. He also bore a
prominent part while in Congress in .securing the
donation of lands for the construction of the
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Illinois

& Michigan

for his eloquence,

Canal.

and

it

He was distinguished
was during his first

Congressional campaign that stump-speaking was
Suffering from
introduced into the State.
consumption, he visited Cuba, and, after returning to his home at Edwardsville and failing to

improve, he went to Kentucky, where he died,
1837.— John (Cook), soldier, born at
16,
Edwardsville, 111., June 13, 1825, the son of

Oct.

Daniel P. Cook, the second Congressman from
Illinois, and grandson of Gov. Ninian Edwards,

was educated
College; in

private tutors and at Illinois
was elected Mayor of Springfield

bj-

ISJ.i

and the following year

Sheriff

of

Sangamon

County, later serving as Quartermaster of the
liaising a company promptly after the
State.
firing on Fort Sumter in 1861, he was commissioned Colonel of the Seventh Illinois Volunteers
the first regiment organized in Illinois under
the first call for troops by President Lincoln was
promoted Brigadier-General for gallantry at Fort
Donelson in March, 1863 in 1864 commanded the
District of Illinois, with headquarters at Springfield, being mustered out, August, 1865, with the
brevet rank of Major-General. General Cook was
elected to the lower house of the General Assembly from Sangamon County, in 1868. During
recent years his home has been in Michigan.
COOK COUNTY, situated in the northeastern
section of the State, bordering on Lake Michigan,
and being the most easterly of the second tier of
counties south of the Wisconsin State line. It
has an area of 890 square miles population (1880),
607, 524; (1890), 1,191,922; county-seat, Chicago.
The county was organized in 1831, having origi-

—

;

;

;

nally embraced the counties of

Lake, McHenry and

Du

Page, Will,

Iroquois, in addition to its
It was named in
limits.

present territorial
honor of Daniel P. Cook, a distinguished Repre(See Cook,
sentative of Illinois in Congress.

River. This theory is borne out by the finding
and gravel in the eastern
and southern portions of the county, either underlying the prairies or assuming the form of ridges.
The latter, geologists maintain, indicate the existence of an ancient key, and they conclude that,
at one time, the level of the lake was nearly forty

of stratified beds of coal

feet higher

than at present. Glacial action is
believed to have been very effective in establishing surface conditions in this vicinity. Limestone and building stone are quarried in tolerable
abundance. Athens marble (white when taken
out, but growing a rich yellow through exposure)
is found in the southwest.
Isolated beds of peat
also been found.
The general surface is
although undulating in some portions. The
near the lake is sandy, but in the interior
becomes a black mold from one to four feet in
depth. Drainage is afforded by the Des Plaines,
Chicago and Calumet Rivers, wliich is now being
improved by the construction of the Drainage
Canal.
Manufactures and agriculture are the
principal industries outside of the city of Chicago.
(See also Chicago. )

have

level,

soil

COOK COUNTY HOSPITAL,

located

in Chi-

cago and under control of the Commissioners of
Cook County. It was originally erected by the
City of Chicago, at a cost of 880,000, and was
intended to be used as a hospital for patients
suffering from infectious diseases.

For several
years the building was unoccupied, but, in 1858,
it

was leased by an association

opened a

hospital,

of physicians,

who

with the further purpose of

affording facilities for clinical instruction to the

students of Rush Medical College. In 1863 the
building was taken by the General Government
for military purposes, being used as an eye and
ear hospital for returning

soldiers.
In 1865 it
reverted to the City of Chicago, and, in 1866, was
purchased by Cook County. In 1874 the County

first County Commissioners were
Gholson Kercheval and James

Commissioners purchased a new and more spacious site at a cost of §145,000, and began the erec-

took the oath of office before Justice
John S. C. Hogau, on JIarch 8, 1831. AVilliam
Clerk and Archibald Clybourne
appointed
was
Lee

The two principal
and occupied before the
amphitheater and
connecting corridors were built in 1876-77, and an
administrative building and two additional
pavilions were added in 1882-84. Up to that date
the total cost of the buildings had been §719,574,
and later additions and improvements have
swelled the outlay to more than 81,000,000. It
accommodates about 800 patients and constitutes,
a part of the county machinery for the care of

Daniel P. )

Samuel

The

Miller,

Walker, who

Treasurer. Jedediah Wormley was first County
Surveyor, and three election districts (Chicago,
Du Page and Hickory Creek) were created. A
scow ferry was established across the South
Branch, with Mark Beaubien as ferryman. Only
non-residents were required to pay toll. Geologists are of the opinion that, previous to the
glacial epoch, a large portion of the county lay
under the waters of Lake Michigan, which was
connected with the Mississippi by the Des Plaines

tion of buildings thereon.

pavilions were completed
close of

1875;

the

clinical

the poor. A certain number of beds are placed
under the care of homeopathic physicians. The

.

m

HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.
allopathic medical staff consists of

present

(18;Mi)

fifteen

physicians, fifteen surgeons, one oculist

and one pathologist the homeopathic
comprises five physicians and five surgeons.
In addition, there is a large corps of internes, or
house physicians and surgeons, composed of
recent graduates from the several medical colleges, who gain their positions through competitive examination and hold them for eighteen
months.
COOKE, Edward Dean, lawyer and Congressman, born in Dubuque County, Iowa, Oct. 17,
1S49; was educated in the common schools and
the higli school of Dubuque; studied law in that

and

aurist

;

staff

and at Columbian University, Washington,
graduating from that institution with the
degree of Bachelor of Laws, and was admitted to
the bar in Washington in 1873. Coming to Chicago the same year, he entered upon the practice
of his profession, which he pursued for the
remainder of his life. In 1882 he was elected a
Representative in the State Legislature from
Cook County, serving one term was elected as a
Republican to the Fifty-fourth Congress for the
Sixth District (Chicago), in 1894, and re-elected in
1896.
His death occurred suddenly while in
attendance on the extra session of Congress in
city

DC.

;

Washington, June 24, 1897.
COOLBAUGH, William Findlay, financier, was
born in Pike County, Pa., July 1, 1821; at the
age of lo became clerk in a dry-goods store in
Philadelphia, but, in 1842, opened a branch
establishment of a New York firm at Burlington,
Iowa, where he afterwards engaged in the banking business, also serving in the Iowa State
Constitutional Convention, and, as the candidate
of his party for United States Senator, being
defeated by Hon. James Harlan by one vote. In
1862 he came to Chicago and opened the banking
house of W. F. Coolbaugh & Co., which, in 1865,
became the Union National Bank of Chicago.
Later he became the first President of the Chicago Clearing House, as also of the Bankers'
Association of the West and South, a Director of
the Board of Trade, and an original incorporator
of the Chamber of Commerce, besides being a
member of the State Constitutional Convention
of 1869-70.
His death by suicide, at the foot of
Douglas Monument, Nov. 14, 1877, was a shock to
the whole city of Chicago.
COOLEY, Horace S., Secretary of State, was
born in Hartford. Conn., in 1806, studied medicine for two years in early life, then went to Bangor. Maine, where he began the study of law in
1840 he came to Illinois, locating first at Rushville
;

and finally in the city of Quincy; in 1843 took a
prominent part in the campaign whicli resulted
in the election of Thomas Ford as Governor also
received fx-om Governor Carlin an apix)intment as

—

Quartermaster-Genei-al

of

the

State.

On

the

Governor French in December, 1846.
he was appointed Secretary of State and elected
to the s;ime office under the Constitution of 1848,
dying before the expiration of his terra, April 2,
acce.s-sion of

1850.

CORBUS, (Dr.) J. C, physician, was born in
Holmes County, Ohio, in 1833, received his pri
mary education in the public schools, followed
bj- an academic course, and began the study of
medicine at Millersburg, finally graduating from
the Western Reserve Medical College at Cleveland. In 18.5.'5 he began practice at Orville, Ohio,
but the same year located at Mendota, 111., soon
thereafter removing to Lee County, where he
remained until 1862. The latter year he was
appointed Assistant Surgeon of the Seventy-fifth
Illinois Volunteer Infantry, but was soon promoted to the position of Surgeon, though com])elled to resign the following year on account t)f
ill health.
Returning from tlie army, he locateil
at Mendota. Dr. Corbus served continuously as a
member of the State Board of Public Charities
from 1873 until the accession of Governor Altgeld
to the Governorship in 1893, wlien he resigned.
He was also, for fifteen years, one of the Medical
Examiners for his District under the Pension
Bureau, and has served as a member of the
Republican State Central Conunittee for the
Mendota District. In 1897 he was complimented
by Governor Tanner by reappointment to the
State B(jard of Charities, and was made President
of the Board.
Early in 1899 he was appointed
Superintendent of the Eastern Hospital for the
In.sane at Kankakee, as successor to Dr. William
G. Stearns.

CORNELL, Paul, real-estate operator and capiwas born of English Quaker ancestry in
Washington County, N. Y., August 5, 1822: at 9
years of age removed with his step-father. Dr.
Barry, to Ohio, and five years later to Adams
County, 111. Here young Cornell lived the life of
a farmer, working part of the year to earn money
talist,

to send himself to school the

remainder; also
taught for a time, then entered tlie office of W. A.
Richardson, at Rushville, Schuyler County, as a
law student. In 184.5 he came to Chicago, but
soon after became a student in the law office of
Wilson & Henderson at Joliet, and was admitted
to practice in that city.
Removing to Chicago in
1847, he was a.ssociated, successively, with the lato
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C.

P.

Freer,

Judge James H. Collins and

Messrs. Skinner & Hoyne finally entered into a
contract with Judge Skinner to perfect the title to
330 acres of land held under tax-title within the
present limits of Hyde Park, which he succeeded
in doing bj' visiting the original owners, thereby
securing one-half of the property in his own
name. He thus became the founder of the village
of Hj'de Park, meanwhile adding to his possessions other lands, which increased vastly in value.
He also established a watch factory at Cornell
;

(now a part of Chicago), which did a large business until removed to California. Mr. Cornell
was a member of the first Park Board, and therefore has the credit of assisting to organize Chicago's extensive park S3stein.

CORWIN, Franklin, Congressman, was born at
Lebanon, Ohio, Jan. 12, 1818, and admitted to the
bar at the age of 21. While a resident of Ohio he
served in both Houses of the Legislature, and
settled in Illinois in 1857,

making

his

home

at

Peru. He was a member of the lower house of
the Twenty-fourth, Twenty-fifth and Twentysixth General Assemblies, being Speaker in 1867,
and again in 1869. In 1872 he was elected to
Congress as a Republican, but, in 1874, was
defeated by Alexander Campbell, who made the
race as an Independent. Died, at Peru, 111. June
,

15, 1879.

was born
at Fort Edward, N. Y., August 31, 1800; removed
to Chautauqua County, in the same State, where

COUCH, James, pioneer

hotel-keeper,

he remained mitil his twentieth year, receiving a
After engaging succesfair English education.
sively, but with indifferent success, as hotel-clerk,
lumber-dealer,
and in the disstage-house keeper,
tilling business, in 1836, in company with his
younger brother, Ira, he visited Cliicago. Tliey
both decided to go into business there, first opening a small store, and later entering upon their
hotel ventures whicli proved so eminently successful, and gave the Tremont House of Chicago
Mr. Couch
so wide and enviable a reputation.
superintended for his brother Ira the erection, at
various times, of many large business blocks in
the city. Upon the death of his brother, in 1857,
he was made one of tlie trustees of his estate, and,
with other trustees, rebuilt the Tremont House
In April, 1893,
after the Chicago fire of 1871.
wliile boarding a street car in the central part of
the city of Chicago, he was run over by a truck,
receiving injuries which resulted in his death
the same day at the Tremont House, in the 92d
year of his age. —Ira (Couch), younger brother of
the preceding, was born in Saratoga County,

At the age of sixteen he
to a tailor, and, in 1826, set up
on his own account. In 1836, while
visiting Chicago with his brother James, he
determined to go into business there. With a
stock of furnishing goods and tailors' supplies,
newly bought in New York, a small store was
N. Y., Nov. 22, 1806.

was apprenticed
in business

This business soon disposed of, Mr.
Couch, with his brother, obtained a lease of the
Tremont House, then a low frame building
kept as a saloon boarding house. Changed and
refurnished, this was opened as a hotel. It was
destroyed by fire in 1839, as was also the larger
rebuilt structure in 1849.
A second time rebuilt,
and on a much larger and grander scale at a cost
of §75,000, surpassing anything the West had ever
known before, the Tremont House this time stood
until the Chicago fire in 1871, when it was again
destroyed. Mr. Couch at all times enjoyed an
immense patronage, and was able to accumulate
He purchased
(for that time) a large fortune.
and improved a large number of business blocks,
then within the business center of the city. In
1853 he retired from active business, and, in consequence of impaired health, chose for the rest of
his life to seek recreation in travel.
In the
winter of 1857, while with his family in
Havana, Cuba, he was taken with a fever which
soon ended his life. His remains now rest in a
mausoleum of masonry in Lincoln Park, Chiopened.

old

cago.

COULTER VILLE, a town

of

Randolph County,

& Chester and
the St. Louis, Alton & Terre Haute Railways, 49
miles southeast of St. Louis.
Farming and coalmining are the leading industries. The town has
at the Crossing of the Centralia

a bank and a newspaper.

Population (1880), 590;

(1890), 598.

COUNTIES, UNORGANIZED.

(See Unorgan-

ized CountieH.)

COWDEN,

a village of Shelby County, at the
intersection of the Baltimore & Ohio Southwestern and the Toledo, St. Louis & Kansas City
Railways, 60 miles southeast of Springfield.
Considerable coal is mined in the vicinity has a
bank and a weekly paper. Population (1880),
;

350; (1890), 702.

COWLES, Alfred, newspaper manager, was
born in Portage County, Ohio, May 13, 1833, grew
after spending some time at
Michigan University, entered the office of "The
Cleveland Leader"' as a clerk; in 1855 accepted a
similar position on "The Chicago Tribune, " which
had just been bought by Joseph Medill and
others, finally becoming a stockholder and busiup on a farm and,

I
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manager of the

ness

paper, so remaining until

hi.s

death in Chicago, Dec. 20, 1889.
COX, Thomas, pioneer. Senator in the First
General Assembly of Illinois (1818-22) from Union
County, and a conspicuous figure in early State
history was a zealous advocate of the policy of
making Illinois a slave State became one of tlie
original proprietors and founders of the city of
Springfield, and was appointed the first Register
of the Land Office there, but was removed under
charges of misconduct; after his retirement from
the Land Office, kept a hotel at Springfield. In
1836 he removed to Iowa (then a part of Wiscon
sin Territory), became a member of the first
Territorial Legislature there, was twice re-elected
and once Speaker of the House, being prominent
in 1840 as commander of tlie "Regulators" wlio
drove out a gang of murderers and desperadoes
;

;

who had

got possession at Bellevue. Iowa.

Died,

at Maquoketa, Iowa, 1843.

COT,

Irns,

lawyer,

County, N. Y., July

common

was born
2."),

in

Chenango

1832; educated in tlie

schools and at Central College, Cortland
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CRAWFORD,
tor,

Charles H., lawyer and legislawas born in Bennington, Vt., but reared in

Bureau and La Salle Counties,

111.

;

lias

practiced

law for twenty years in Chicago, and been three
times elected to the State Senate— 1884, "88 and
'94— and is author of the Crawford Primary Election Law, enacted in 1885.
CRAWFORD COUNTY, a southeastern county,
bordering on the Wabash, 190 miles nearly due
south of Chicago named for William H. Crawford, a Secretary of War.
It lias an area of 452
square miles; population (1890), 17.283. The
first settlers were the French, but later came
emigrants from New England. The soil is rich
and well adapted to the production of corn and
wheat, which are the principal crops. The
county was organized in 1817. Darwin being
the first county-seat.
The present county-seat
is Robin.son. with a population (1890) of 1.387;
centrally located and the point of inter.section of

—

two

railroads.
Other towns of importance are
Palestine (population, 734) and Hutsonville (popuThe latter, as well as Robinson, is

lation, .582).

County, N. Y., graduating in law at Albany in
1857.
Then, having removed to Illinois, he
located in Kendall Comity and began practice in
1868 was elected to the lower house of the General
Assembly and, in 1872. served as Presidential
Elector on the Republican ticket; removed to
Chicago in 1871. later serving as attorney of the
Union Stock Yards and Transit Company. Died,
in Chicago, Sept. 20, 1897.
CRAFTS, Clayton E., legislator and politician,
bom at Auburn, Geauga Count)', Ohio, July 8,
1848 was educated at Hiram College and graduated from the Cleveland Law School in 1868.
coming to Cliicago in 1869. Mr. Crafts served in
seven consecutive sessions of the General Assembly (1883-9.5, inclusive) as Representative from
Cook County, and was elected by the Democratic
majority as Speaker, in 1891, and again in '93.
CRAIG, Alfred M., jurist, was born in Edgar
County, 111., Jan. 1.5. 1831, graduated from Knox
College in 1853, and was admitted to the bar in
the following year, commencing practice at
Knoxville.
He held the offices of State's
Attorney and County Judge, and represented
Knox County in the Constitutional Convention
of 1869-70. In 1873 he was elected to the bench
of the Supreme Court, as successor to Justice
C. B. Lawrence, and was re-elected in '82 and
'91
his present term expiring with the century.
He is a Democrat in politics, but has been
three times elected in a Republican judicial

a grain-sliipping point. The Embarras River
crosses the southwest portion of the county, and
receives the waters of Big and Honey Creeks and
Bushy Fork.
The county has no mineral
resources, but contains some valuable woodland
and many well cultivated farms. Tobacco,
potatoes, sorghum and wool are among the lead-

district.

Died, June 26, 1890.

;

;

:

ing products.

CREAL SPRINGS, a village of William.son
County, on the St. Louis, Alton & Terre Haute
Railroad lias a bank and a weekly paper. Popu;

lation (1890), 539.

CREBS, John

M., ex-Congressman, was born in
Middleburg, Loudoun County, Va., April 7, 1830.
When he was but 7 years old his parents removed
to Illinois, where he ever after resided.
At the
age of 21 he began the study of law, and, in 1852,
was admitted to the bar, beginning practice in
White County.
In 1862 he enlisted in the
Eighty-seventh Illinois Volunteers, receiving a
commission as Lieutenant-Colonel, participating
in all the important movements in the Mississippi
Valley, including the capture of Vicksburg, and
in the Arkansas campaign, a part of tlie time
commanding a brigade. Returning home, he
resumed the practice of his profession. In 1866
he was an unsuccessful candidate for State
Superintendent of Public Instruction on the
Democratic ticket. He was elected to Congress
in 1868 and re-elected in 1870, and, in 1880, was a
delegate to the Democratic State Convention.
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CRE1GHT0>', James A., jurist, was born in
White County, 111., March 7, 1846; in childhood
removed with
was educated

his parents to

Wayne

County, and

in the schools at Fairfield and at
the Southern Illinois College, Salem, graduating
from the latter in 1868. After teaching for a
time while studying law, he was admitted to the
bar in 1870, and opened an office at Fairfield, but,
in 1877, removed to Springfield.
In 1885 lie was
elected a Circuit Judge for the Springfield Circuit, was re-elected in 1891 and again in 1897.
CRERAR, John, manufacturer and philanthropist, was born of Scotch ancestry in New York
City, in 1837 at 18 years of age was an employe
of an iron-importing firm in that city, subsequently accepting a position with Morris K.
Jessup & Co., in the same line. Coming to
Chicago in 1863, in partnership with J. McGregor
Adams, he succeeded to the business of Jessup &
Co. in that city, also becoming a partner in the
;

,

Adams & Westlake Company, iron manufacturHe also became interested and an official in

ers.

various other business organizations, including
the Pullman Palace Car Company, the Chicago
& Alton Railroad, the Illinois Trust and Savings
Bank, and, for a time, was President of the Chicago & Joliet Railroad, besides being identified
with various benevolent institutions and associations.
After the fire of 1871, he was intrusted
by the New York Chamber of Commerce with
the custody of funds sent for the relief of sufferers by that calamity.
His integrity and business
sagacity were universally recognized. After his
death, which occurred in Chicago, Oct. 19,
1889, it was found that, after making munificent
bequests to some twenty religious and benevolent
associations and enterprises, aggregating nearly
a million dollars, besides liberal legacies to
relatives, he had left the residue of his estate,
amounting to some !S3,000,000, for the purpose of
founding a public library in the city of Chicago,
naming thirteen of his most intimate friends as
the first Board of Trustees. No more fitting and
lasting monument of so noble and public-spirited
a man could have been devised.
CRETE, a village of Will County, on the Chicago & Eastern Illinois Railroad, 30 miles south
of Chicago.
Population (1880), 539; (1890), 643.

CROOK,

Ueorare, soldier,

ton, Ohio, Sept.

States Military

8,

1828

;

was born near Day-

graduated at the United

Academy, West Point,

in 1853,

and

was assigned as brevet Second Lieutenant to the
Fourth Infantry, becoming full Second Lieutenant in 1853. In 1861 he entered the volunteer
service as Colonel of the Thirtv-sixth Ohio Infan-

was promoted Brigadier-General in 1863 and
Major-General in 1864, being mustered out of the
January, 1866. During the war he
participated in some of the most important
battles in West Virginia and Tennessee, fought at
Chickamauga and Antietam, and commanded
the cavalry in the advance on Richmond in the
spring of 1865. On being mustered out of the
volunteer service he returned to the regular
army, was appointed Lieutenant-Colonel of the
Twenty-third Infantry, and, for several years, was
engaged in campaigns against the hostile Indians
in the Northwest and in Arizona.
In 1888 he
was appointed Major-General and, from that time
to his death, was in command of the Military
Division of the Missouri, with headquarters at
Chicago, where he died, March 19, 1890.
CROSIAR, Simon, pioneer, was born near
Pittsburg, Pa., in the latter part of the last
century; removed to Ohio in 1815 and to Illinois
in 1819, settling first at Cap au Gris, a French
village on the Mississippi just above the mouth
of the Illinois in what is now Calhoun County;
later lived at Peoria (1834), at Ottawa (1826), at
Shippingport near the present city of La Salle
(1839), and at Old Utica (18.84); in the meanwhile built one or two mills on Cedar Creek in
La Salle County, kept a storage and commission
house, and, for a time, acted as Captain of a
steamboat plying on the Illinois. Died, in 1846.
CRYSTAL LAKE, a village in McHenry
County, at the intersection of two divisions of
the Chicago & Northwestern Railway, 43 miles
northwest of Chicago. Population (1880), 546;
try

;

service,

(1890), 781.

CUBA, a town in Fulton County, distant 38
miles west-southwest of Peoria, and about 8 miles
north of Lewistown. The entire region (including
the town) is underlaid with a good quality of
bituminous coal, of which the late State Geologist
asserted that, in seven townships of
Fulton County, there are 9,000,000 tons to the
square mile, within 150 feet of the .surface.
Brick and cigars are made here, and the town
has a bank, a newspaper, three churches and
good schools. Population (1880), 686; (1890),

Worthen

1,114

CULLEN, William, editor and Congressman,
born in the north of Ireland, March 4, 1826 while
yet a child was brought by his parents to Pittsburg, Pa., where he was educated in the public
schools.
At the age of 20 he removed to
La Salle Coimty, 111, and began life as a farmer.
Later he took up his residence at Ottawa. He
has served as Sherifl^ of La Salle Coiuitv, and held
;
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ami was

other local

offices,

owner and

senior editor of

lican."

From

for

many

years a part

"The Ottawa Kepub

1881 to I880, as a Republican, he

represented the Eighth Illinois District in Congress.

CULLOM, Richard Jiortlicraft, farmer and
was born in the State of Maryland,
October 1, 179.5, but early removed to Wayne
Ky.. where he was married to Miss
, Coimty,
Elizabeth Coffey, a native of North Carolina. In
«1830 he removed to Illinois, settling near Washington. Tazewell County, where he continued to
reside during the remainder of his life. Although
a farmer by vocation, 5Ir. CuUoni was a man of
prominence and a recognized leader in public
affairs.
In 183li he was elected as a Whig Rejiresentative in the Tenth General Assembly, serving
in the same body with Abraham Lincoln, of
whom he was an intimate personal and political
friend.
In 1840 he was chosen a member of the
State Senate, serving in the Twelfth and Thirteenth General Assemblies, and, in 1853, was
again elected to the House. Mr. CuUom's death
occurred in Tazewell County, Dec. 4, 1872. his
wife having died Dec. 5. 1868. Mr. and Mrs.
Cullom were the parents of Hon. Shelby M.
Cullom.
CULLOxM, Shelby Moore, United States Senator, was born in Wayne County, Ky., Nov. 22,
1829.
His parents removed to Tazewell County,
111., in 1830, where his father became a member
of the Legislature and attained prominence as a
public man. After two years spent in Rock
River Seminary at Mount Morris, varied by some
experience as a teacher, in 1853 the subject of
this sketch went to Springfield to enter upon the
study of law in the office of Stuart & Edwards.
Being admitted to the bar two years afterward,
lie was almost immediately elected City Attorney, and, in 1856, was a candidate on the Fillmore ticket for Presidential Elector, at the same
time being elected to the Twentieth General
Assembly for Sangamon Count}-, as he was again,
as a Republican, in 1800, being supported alike by
the Fillmore men and the Free-Soilers. At the
session following the liitter election, he was
chosen Speaker of the House, which was his first
important political recognition. In 1802 he was
appointed by President Lincoln a member of the
War Claims Commission at Cairo, serving in this
capacity with Governor Boutwell of Massachusetts and Charles A. Dana of New York.
He was
also a candidate for the State Senate the same
year, but then sustained his only defeat.
Two
years later (1864) he was a candidate for Conlegislator,

gress, defeating his

former preceptor, Hon, John

being re-elected in 1806, and again in
the latter year over B, S. Edwards. He
was a delegate to the National Republican Convention of 1872, and, as Chairman of the Illinois
delegation, placed General Grant in nomination
for the Presidency, holding the same position
again in 1884 and in 1893; was elected to the Illinois House of Representatives in 1872 and in 1874,
being chosen Speaker a second time in 1873, as he
was the unanimous choice of his part}' for
Speaker again in 1875 in 1876 was elected GovT. Stuart,
1808,

;

ernor,

was

re-elected in 1880, and, in 1888, elected

United States Senate as successor to Hon.
David Davis. Having had two re-elections since
(1889 and '95), he is now serving his third term,
which will expire in 1901. In 1898, by special
appointment of President McKinley. Senator
CuUom served upon a Commission to investigate
the condition of the Hawaiian Islands and
report a plan of government for this new division
of the American Republic.
Other important
measures with which his name has been prominently identified have been the laws for the supto the

pression of

polygamy

of the Inter-State

in Utah and for the creation
Commerce Commission. At

present he is Chairman of the Senate Committee
on Inter-State Commerce and a member of those

on Appropriations

and

Foreign Affairs.

His

career has been conspicuous for his long public
the large number of important offices

service,

which he has

held, tlie almost unbroken uniformand his comexemption from scandals of every sort. No
man in the history of the State has been more
frequently elected to the United States Senate,
and only three Senators Douglas, Trumbull and
Logan— for an equal number of terms; though
only one of these (Senator Trumbull) lived to
serve out the full period
for which he was
ity of his success wlien a candidate,

plete

—

elected.

CUMBERLAND COUNTY, situated in the
southeast quarter of the State, directly south of
Coles County, from which it was cut off in 1843.
Its area is 350 square miles, and population (1890)
The county-seat was at Greenup until
1855, when it was transfened to Prairie City,
which was laid off in 1854 and incorporated as a
town in 1866. The present county-seat is at
Toledo (population. 1890. 676). The Embarras
1.5.448.

River crosses the county, as do also three lines of
railroad.
Neoga, a mining town, has a populaTlie county received its name from
the Cumberland Road, which, as originally projected, passed through it.

tion of 829.

;
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CUMMINS,

(Rev.)

David, Bishop of the Re-

was
Episcopal Church,
Protestant
formed
born near Smyrna, Del., Dec. 11, 1822; graduated at Dickinson College, Pa., in 1841, and
became a licentiate in the Methodist ministry,
the Episcopal
1846, took orders in
Church; afterwards held rectorships in Baltimore, Norfolk, Richmond and the Trinity
Episcopal Church of Chicago, in 1866 being consecrated Assistant Bishop of the Diocese of
Kentucky. As a recognized leader of the LowChurch or Evangelical party, he early took issue
with the ritualistic tendencies of the High-Church
party, and, having withdrawn from the Episcopal
Church in 1873, became the first Bishop of the
but,

—

"

)

in

Reformed Episcopal organization. He was zealous, eloquent and conscientious, but overtaxed his
strength in his new field of labor, dying at LuthA memoir of Bishop
erville, Md., June 26, 1876.
Cummins, by his wife, was publishedin 1878.
CUMULATIVE VOTE. (See Minority Rei}re~
sentation.

CURTIS, Harvey, clergyman and educator, was
born in Adams, Jefferson County, N. Y., May 30,
1806; graduated at Middlebury College, Vt., in
1831, with the highest honors of his class after
three years at Princeton Theological Seminary,
;

ordained pastor of the Congregational
church at Brandon, Vt., in 1886. In 1841 he
accepted an appointment as agent of the Home

was

Missionary Society for Ohio and Indiana, between
1843 and 18.58 holding pastorates at Madison,
In the latter year he was
Ind., and Chicago.
chosen President of Knox College, at Galesburg,

dying there, Sept. 18, 1862.
CURTIS, William Eiroy, journalist, was born
Akron, Ohio, Nov. 5, 18.50; graduated at
V\^estern Reserve College in 1831, meanwhile

at

learning the art of typesetting; later served as a
"The Cleveland Leader" and, in 1872,
took a subordinate position on "The Chicago
Inter Ocean," finally rising to that of managingWhile on "The Inter Ocean" he accomeditor.
panied General Custer in his campaign against
the Sioux, spent several months investigating
the "Ku-Klux" and "White League" organizations in the South, and, for some years, was "The
Washington.
Inter Ocean" correspondent in
Having retired from "The Inter Ocean," he
became Secretary of the "Pan-American Congress" in Washington, and afterwards made the
tour of the United States with the South and
Central American representatives in that ConDuring the World's Columbian Exposition
gress.
in Chicago he had general supervision of the
reporter on

Latin-American historical and arch»ological
Mr. Curtis has visited nearly every
Central and South American country and has
written elaborately on these subjects for the
magazines and for publication in book form has
also published a "Life of Zachariah Chandler''
and a "Diplomatic History of the United States

exhibits.

;

and Foreign Powers," For some time he was
managing editor of "The Chicago News" and is
now (1898) the Washington Correspondent of
"The Chicago Record.
CUSHMAN, (Col.) William H. W., financier
and manufacturer, was born at Freetown, Mass.,
May 13, 1813 educated at the American Literary,
Scientific and Military Academy, Norwich, Vt.
at 18 began a mercantile career at Middlebury,
and, in 1824, removed to La Salle County, 111.,
where he opened a country store, also built a mill
at Vermilionville later was identified with many
generally
large financial enterprises which
proved successful, thereby accumulating a fortune at one time estimated at §3,000,000. He was
elected as a Democrat to the Thirteenth and
Fourteenth General Assemblies (1842 and '44)
and, for several years, held a commission as
Captain of the Ottawa Cavalry (militia). Tlie
Civil War coming on, he assisted in organizing
the Fifty-third Illinois Volunteers, and was com;

;

missioned its Colonel, but resigned Sept. 3, 1862.
He organized and was principal owner of the
Bank of Ottawa, which, in 1865, became the First
National Bank of that city; was the leading
spirit in the Hydraulic Company and the Gas
Company at Ottawa, built and operated the
Ottawa Machine Shops and Foundry, speculated
largely in lands in La Salle and Cook Counties
his operations in the latter being especially large
about Riverside, as well as in Chicago, was a
principal stockholder in the bank of Cushman & Hardin in Chicago, had large interests in
the lumber trade in Michigan, and was one of
the builders of the Chicago, Paducah & Southwestern Railroad.
The Chicago fire of 1871,
however, brought financial disaster upon him,
which finally dissipated his fortune and deHis
stroyed his mental and physical health.
death occurred at Ottawa, Oct. 28, 1878.

DALE, Michael

(i.,

lawyer, was born in Lan-

caster, Pa. spent his cliildhood and youth in the
public schools of his native city, except one year
in West Chester Academy, when he entered
Pennsylvania College at Gettysburg, graduating
there in 1835. He then began the study of law
and was admitted to the bar in 1837 coming to
,

;
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the following year, he was retained in a
suit at Greenville, Bond County, wliich led to his
Illinois

employment in others, and finally to opening an
In 1839 he was elected Probate
office there.
Judge of Bond County, remaining in office fourteen years, meanwhile being commissioned Major
of the State Militia in 1844, and serving as member of a Military Court at Alton in 1847 was also
the Delegate from Bond County to the State Constitutional Convention of 1847.
In 1853 he resigned the office of County Judge in Bond County
;

to accept that of Register of the

Land

office at

Edwardsville, where he continued to reside, filling the office of County Judge in Madison County

occupying some subordiJudge Dale married a daughter
Died at Edwards-

five or six terms, besides

nate positions.

of Hon. William L. D. Ewing.
ville,

April

1,

460; (1890), 506.

DANVILLE, the county-seat and principal
town of Vermilion County, situated on the Vermilion River. Four important lines of railroad
The town contains car-shops and
intersect here.
numerous factories and is in the heart of a coal
mining district. Danville is the seat of the new
Soldiers' and Sailors' Home established by the
General Government a few years ago. It has a
number of churches, five graded and one high
school, several banks and six pewspapers, three
publishing

1895.

DALLAS CITY, a town of Hancock County, at
the intersection of the Atchison, Topeka & Santa
Fe and the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy, RailIt has
roads, 16 miles south of Burlington.
manufactories of lumber, woolen goods, carriages
and wagons and a weekly newspai)er. Population (1880), 829; (1890), 747.

DANENHOWER, John Wilson, Arctic explorer,

—
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Narrative of the Jeannette," published in 1882.
Died, at Annapolis, Md., April 20, 1887.
DANVERS, a village of McLean County, on the
Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis
Railway. The section is agricultural. The town
has a bank and a newspaper. Population (1880),

daily

editions.

Population

(1880),

7,753; (1890), 11,491.

DANVILLE, OLNEY, & OHIO RIVER RAILROAD. (See Chicago & Ohio River Railroad.)
DANVILLE, URBANA, BLOOMINCiTON &
PEKIN RAILROAD. (See Peoria & Eastern
Railroad.)

D'ARTAItJUIETTE, Pierre, a French commandant of Illinois fi-om 1734 to 1736, having

was born in Chicago, Sept. 30, 1849 the son of
W. W. Danenhower, a journalist. After passing
through the schools of Chicago and Washington,
he graduated from the United States Naval Academy at Annapolis in 1870, was successively commissioned as Ensign. Master and Lieutenant, and
served on expeditions in the North Pacific and in

been appointed by Bienville, then Governor of
Louisiana. He was distinguished for gallantry
and courage. He defeated the Natchez Indians,
but, in an unsuccessful expedition against the
Chicka,saws, was wounded, captured and burned

the Mediterranean. In 1878 he joined the Arctic
steamer Jeannette at Havre, France, as second in

trader, born in Lincolnshire, England, in 1783,

Lieut. George W. De Long; proceeding to San Francisco in July, 1879, the
steamer entered the Arctic Ocean by way of
Behring Straits. Here, having been caught in an
ice-pack, the vessel was held twenty-two months.
Lieutenant Danenhower meanwhile being disabled most of tlie time by ophthalmia. The crew,
as last compelled to abandon the steamer, dragged
their boats over the ice for ninety-five days until
they were able to launch them in open water,
but were soon separated by a gale. The boat
commanded by Lieutenant Danenhower reached
the Lena Delta, on the north coast of Siberia,
where the crew were rescued by natives, landing
Sept. 17, 1881.
After an ineffectual search on
the delta for tlie crews of the other two boats.
Lieutenant Danenhower, with his crew, made
the journey of 6,000 miles to Orenburg, finally
arriving in the United States in June, 1883. He
has told the story of the expedition in "The

command imder

at the stake.

DAVENPORT,
came

George,

soldier,

pioneer and

and soon after
enlisted in the United States army, with the rank
of sergeant. He served gallantly on various
expeditions in the West, where he obtained a
knowledge of the Indians which was afterward
of great value to him.
During the War of 1813
his regiment was sent East, where he particiI)ated in the defense of Fort Erie and in other
enterprises.
In 1815, his term of enlistment having expired and the war ended, he entered the
to this country in

1804,

service of the contract commissary.

He

selected

the site for Fort Armstrong and aided in planning
and supervising its construction. He cultivated
friendly relations with the surrounding tribes,
and, in 1818, built a double log house, married,
and engaged in business as a fur-trader, near the
site of the present city of Rock Island.
He had
the confidence and respect of the savages, was
successful and his trading posts were soon scattered through Illinois, Iowa and Wisconsin.
In
1823 he piloted the first steamboat through the

'
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upper Mississippi, and, in 1835, was appointed the
first postmaster at Rock Island, being the only
white civilian resident there. In 1826 he united
his business with that of the American Fur Company, in whose service he remained. Althougli
President
lie employed every effort to induce
Jackson to make a payment to Black Hawk and
across
emigrate
them
to
his followers to induce
the

Mississippi

voluntarily,

when

that

Chief

commenced hostilities, Mr. Davenport tendered
his services to Governor Reynolds, bj whom he
was commissioned Quartermaster-General witli
the rank of Colonel. Immigration increased
rapidly after

tlie close

of tlie Black

Hawk War

In 1835 a company, of which he was a member,
founded tlie town of Davenport, opposite Rock
In 1837
Island, which was named in his honor.
and '43 he was largely instrumental in negotiating treaties by which the Indians ceded their
lands in Iowa to the United States. In the

he gave up the business of fur-trading,
having accumulated a fortune through hard
labor and scrupulous integrity, in the face often
of grave perils. He had large business interests in
nearly every town in his vicinity, to all of which
he gave more or le.ss personal attention. On the
night of July 4, 1843, he was assassinated at his
liome by robbers. For a long time the crime was
shrouded in mystery, but its perpetrators were
ultimately detected and brought to punishment.
DAVIS, David, jurist and United States
Senator, was born in Cecil County, Md., March
6, 1815; pursued his academic studies at Kenyon
College, Ohio, and studied law at Yale. He settled
at Bloomington, 111., in 1836, and, after practicing
law there until 1844, was elected to the lower house
After
of the Fourteenth General Assembly.
serving in tlie Constitutional Convention of 1847,
lie was elected Judge of the Eighth Judicial
Circuit under the new Constitution in 1848, being
He was a warm, perre-elected in 1855 and '61.
sonal friend of Abraham Lincoln, who, in 1863,
placed him upon the bench of the United States
Supreme Court. He resigned his high judicial
honors to become United States Senator in 1877
as successor to Logan's first term. On Oct. 13,
1881, he was elected President pro tem. of the
Senate, serving in this capacity to the end of his
term in 1885. He died at his home in Bloominglatter year

ton,

June

classical course at Williston

From

,

elected in 1878,

and re-elected

Seminary, Easthamp-

1862 to 1865 he served in the

in 1880

and

1883.

1886 to 1890 he was Treasurer of Cook
County. He took an active and influential part
in securing the location of the World's Columbian
Exposition at Chicago, and was Director-General
of the Exposition from its inception to its close,
by his executive ability demonstrating the wis-

From

dom

of his selection.

DAVIS, Hasbrouck, soldier and

journalist,

was

born at Worcester, Mass., April 23, 1827, being
the son of John Davis, United States Senator and
Governor of Massachusetts, known in his lifetime
as

"Honest John Davis."

The^on came

to Chi-

cago in 1855 and commenced the practice of
law in 1861 joined Colonel Voss in the organization of the Twelfth Illinois Cavalry, being elected
Lieutenant-Colonel and, on the retirement of
Colonel Voss in 1863, succeeding to the colonelcy.
In March, 1865, he was brevetted Brigadier-General, remaining in active service imtil August,
After the war he was,
1865, when he resigned.
for a time, editor of 'The Chicago Evening Post,
was City Attorney of the City of Chicago from
1867 to '69, but later removed to Massachusetts
Colonel Davis was drowned at sea, Oct. 19, 1870,
by the loss of the steamship Cambria, while on a
voyage to Europe.
DAVIS, James M., early lawyer, was born in
Barren County, Ky., Oct. 9, 1793, came to Illinois
,

'

'

Bond County and is said to
have taught the first school in that county. He
became a lawyer and a prominent leader of the
Whig party, was elected to the Thirteenth General Assembly (1842) from Bond County, and to
the Twenty-first from Montgomery in 1858, having, in the meantime, become a citizen of
in 1817, located in

was also a member

of the State Consti-

tutional Convention of 1847.

Mr. Davis was a

Hillsboro

man

;

of striking personal appearance, being over

and of strong individuality.
After the dissolution of the Whig party he identified himself with the Democracy and was an
intensely bitter opponent of the war policy of
Died, at Hillsboro, Sept. 17,
the Government.

six feet in height,

26, 1886.

DAVIS, Oieorge R., lawyer and Congressman,
was born at Three Rivers, Mass., January 3, 1840;
received a common school education, and a
ton, Mass.

Union army, first as Captain in the Eighth
Massachusetts Infantry, and later as Major in the
Third Rhode Island Cavalry. After the war he
removed to Chicago, where he still resides. By
profession he is a lawyer. He took a prominent
part in the organization of the Chicago militia,
was elected Colonel of the First Regiment,
and was for a time the senior Colonel in
I. N. G.
the State service. In 1876 he was an unsuccessful
Republican candidate for Congress, but was

1866.

mSTOEIOAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF
A., soldier, was born in Crawford County, Pa., Oct. 25, 1823; came to Stephen-

DAVIS, John

son County, 111., in boyhood and served as
Representative in the General Assembly of 1857
and '59; in September, 1861, enlisted as a private,
was elected Captain and, on the organization of
the Forty-sixth Regiment Illinois Volunteers, at
Camp Butler, was commissioned its Colonel. He
participated in the capture of

and

in the battle of Shiloh

Fort Donelson,

was desperately

wounded by a shot through the lungs, but
recovered in time to join his regiment before the
battle of Corinth, where, on Oct. 4, 1862, he fell
mortally wounded, dying a few days after. On
receiving a request from some of his fellow-citizens, a few days before his death, to accept a
nomination for Congress in the Freeport District,
Colonel Davis patriotically replied: "I can serve
my country better in following the torn banner
of my regiment in the battlefield.
DAVIS, Levi, lawyer and State Auditor, was
born in Cecil County, Md. July 20, 1806 graduated at Jefferson College, Pa., in 1828, and was
admitted to the bar at Baltimore in 1830. The
following year he removed to Illinois, settling at
Vandalia, then the capital. In 1835 Governor
Duncan appointed him Auditor of Public
Accounts, to which office he was elected by the
In
Legislature in 1837, and again in 1838.
1846 he took up his residence at Alton. He
for
attained prominence at the bar and was,
several years, attorney for the Cliicago & Alton
and St. Louis, Alton & Terre Haute Railroad
Companies, in which he was also a Director.
'

,

;

March 4, 1897.
DAVIS, Xathau Smith, M.D., LL.D., physician, educator and editor, was born in Chenango

Died, at Alton,

County, N. Y., Jan. 9, 1817; took a classical and
scientific course in Cazenovia Seminary in 1837
graduated from the College of Physicians and
Surgeons, winning several prizes during his
course; the same year began practice at Bing;

hamton; spent two years (1847-49) in New York
when he removed to Chicago to accept the
chair of Physiology and General Pathology in
City,

Rush Medical

College.

In 1859 he accepted a

similar position in the Chicago Medical College

(now the medical department of Northwestern
University), where he still remains. Dr. Davis
has not only been a busy practitioner, but a voluminous writer on general and special topics connected with his profession, having been editor at
different times of several medical periodicals,
including "The Chicago Medical Journal," "The
Medical Journal and Examiner,
and "The
"
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Journal of the American Medical Association."
He has also been prominent in State, National
and International Medical Congresses, and is one
of the founders of the Northwestern University,
the Chicago Academy of Sciences, the Chicago
Historical Society, the Illinois State Microscopical Society and the Union College of Law, besides
other scientific and benevolent associations.
DAVIS, Oliver L., lawyer, was born in New
York City, Dec. 20, 1819; after being in the
employ of the American Fur Company some
seven years, came to Danville, 111., in 1841 and
commenced studying law the next year; was
elected to the lower branch of the Seventeenth
and Twentieth General Assemblies, first as a
Democrat and next (1836) as a Republican;
served on the Circuit Bench in 1861-66, and again
in 1873-79, being assigned in 1877 to the Appellate
bench. Died, Jan. 12, 1893.
DAWSON, John, early legislator, was born in
Virginia, in 1791

;

came

to Illinois in 1827, set-

tling in Sangamon County served five terms in
the lower house of the General Assembly (1830,
'34, '36, '38 and '46), during a part of the time
being the colleague of Abraham Lincoln. He
was one of the celebrated "Long Nine" who represented Sangamon County at the time of the
removal of the State capital to Springfield was
also a member of the Constitutional Convention
of 1847. Died, Nov. 12, 1850.
;

;

DEAF AXD DUMB, ILLINOIS INSTITUTION FOR EDUCATION OF, located at Jacksonville,

Feb.

established by act

23,

1839,

charitable

and

the

institutions.

of the Legislature,

oldest

of

Work was

the State
not begun

one building was read}' for
partial occupancy in 1846 and was completed
in 1849.
(In 1871 this building, then known
as the south wing, was declared un.safe, and
until

1843,

but

was razed and
was completed

rebuilt.)

The center building

in 1852 and the north wing in
Other additions and new buildings have
been added from time to time, such as new dining
workshops, barns, bakery, refrigerator
halls,
house, kitchens, a gymnasium, separate cottages for the sexes, etc. At present (1895) the
institution is probably the largest, as it is imquestionably one of the best conducted, of its class
1857.

The number of pupils in 1894 was
its employes are men and women of
and experience, who have been connected with it for more than a quarter of a
in the world.
716.

Among

ripe culture

century.

DEARBORN,
was born

at

Lnther, lawyer and legisUtor,
Plymouth, N. H., March 24, 1820.

)
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Plymouth schools and at New
Hampton Academy in youth removed to Dearborn County, Ind., where he taught school and
served as deputy Circuit Clerk; then came to
Mason County, 111., and, in 1844, to Elgin. Here
he was elected Sheriff and, at the expiration of

and educated

in

;

engaging in the
banking business, which proving disastrous in
1857, he returned to Mason County and began the
practice of law. He then spent some years in
his term, Circuit Clerk, later

Minnesota, finally returning to Illinois a second
time, resumed practice at Havana, served one

term in the State Senate (1876-80); in 1884
became member of a law firm in Chicago, but
retired in 1887 to accept the attorneyship of the
Alton Railway, retaining this position
Chicago

&

until

his

which occurred suddenly at
1889.
For the last two years
Mr. Dearborn's residence was at

death,

Springfield, April

of

his

life

5,

Aurora.

DECATUR, the county-seat of Macon

County;

39 miles east of Springfield and one mile north of
the Sangamon River— also an important railway
Two coal shafts are operated outside the
center.
It is a center for the grain trade, having
city.
Extensive car and repair shops
elevators.
three
are located there, and several important manu-

facturing industries flourish,

among them

flouring

Decatur has paved streets, water-works,
street railways, and excellent public
one of the best and most noted
High Schools in the State. Four newspapers are
published there, each issuing a daily edition.
mills.

electric

schools, including

Population (1880), 9,547; (1890),

16,841.

DECATUR EDITORIAL CONVEBTTION.
Anti-Nebraska Editorial

DECATUR & EASTERN RAILWAY.
Indiana, Decatur

&

(See

Ci)iivention.)

(See

Western Railicay.)

DECATUR, MATTOON & SOUTHERN RAILROAD. (See Peoria, Decatur & Evansville
Railway.

DECATUR, SULLIVAN & MATTOON RAILROAD. (See Peoria, Decatur & Evansville
Railway.)

DEEP SNOW, THE, an event occurring in the
winter of 1830-31 and referred to by old settlers
of Illinois as constituting an epoch in State hisThe late Dr. Julian M. Sturtevant, Presitory.
dent of Illinois College, in an address to the "Old
Settlers" of Morgan County, a few years before
"In
his death, gave the following account of it:
the interval between Christmas, 1830, and January, 1831, snow fell all over Central Illinois to a
depth of fully three feet on a level. Then came
a rain with weather so cold that it froze as it

fell, forming a crust of ice over this three feet of
snow, nearly, if not quite, strong enough to bear
a man, and finally over this crust there were a
few inches of snow. The clouds passed away
and the wind came down upon us from the northwest with extraordinary ferocity. For weeks —
certainly not less than two weeks the mercury
in the thermometer tube was not, on any one
morning, higiier than twelve degrees below zero.
This snow-fall produced constant sleighing for
nine weeks." Other contemporaneous accounts
say that this storm caused great suffering among
both men and beasts. The scattered settlers, unable to reach the mills or produce stores, were
driven, in some cases, to gi'eat extremity for
supplies mills were stopped by the freezing up
of streams, while deer and other game, sinking
through the crust of snow, were easily captured
or perished for lack of food. Birds and domestic
fowls often suffered a like fate for want of sustenance or from the seveiity of the cold.
DEERE, John, manufacturer, was born at
Middlebury, Vt., Feb. 7, 1804; learned the blacksmith trade, which he followed until 1838, when
he came west, settling at Grand Detour, in Ogle
County ten years later removed to Moline, and
there founded the plow-works which bear his
name and of which he was President from 1868
until his death in 1886.— Charles H. (Deere), son
of the preceding, was born in Hancock, Addison
County Vt., March 28, 1837; educated in the
common schools and at Iowa and Knox Academies, and Beirs Commercial College, Chicago;

—

;

;

became assistant and head book-keeper, traveling and purchasing agent of the Deere Plow
Company, and, on its incorporation, Vice-President and General Manager, until his father's

when he succeeded to the Presidency. He
also the founder of the Deere & Mansur Corn
Planter Works, President of the Moline Water
Power Company, besides being a Director in
various other concerns and in the branch houses
of Deere & Co., in Kansas City, Des Moines,
Council Bluffs and San Francisco. Notwithstanding his immense business interests, Mr.
Deere has found time for the discharge of public
and patriotic duties, as shown by the fact that he
was for years a member and Chairman of the
State Bureau of Labor Statistics a Commissioner
from Illinois to the Vienna International Exposition of 1873 one of the State Commissioners of
the World's Columbian Exposition of 1893; a
Presidential Elector f or the State-at-large in 1888,
and a delegate from his District to the National
death,
is

;

;

Republican Convention at

St. Louis, in 1896.
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William, manufacturer, was born

DEERIXG,

at Paris, Oxford County, Maine, April 26, 1836,
completed his education at the Readfield high
school, in 1843, engaged actively in manufactur-

and during his time has assisted in establisliing several large, successful business enterprises,
including wholesale and commission dry-goods
houses in Portland, Maine, Boston and New York.
His greatest work has been the building up of the
Deering Manufacturing Company, a main feature
of which, for thirty years, has been the manufacture of Marsh harvesters and other agricultural
ing,

implements and appliances. This concern began
operation in Chicago about 1870, at the present
time (1899) occupying eighty acres in the north
part of the city and employing some 4.000 liands.
It is said to turn out a larger amount and greater
variety of articles for the use of the agriculturist
than any other establishment in the country,
receiving its raw material from many foreign
countries, including the Philippines, and distributing its products all over the globe. Mr. Deering continues to be President of the Company
and a principal factor in the management of its

immense business. He is liberal, public-spirited
and benevolent, and his business career has been
notable for the absence of controversies with his
employes. He has been, for a number of years,
one of the Trustees of the Northwestern University at Evanston,

and, at the present time, is
Board.
a city in De Kalb County, 58 miles
west of Chicago. Of late years it has grown
rapidly, largely because of the introduction of
new industrial enterprises. It contains a large
wire drawing plant, barbed wire factories,
foundry, agricultural implement works, machine
shop, shoe factory and several minor manufacturing establishments. It has banks, a newspaper

President of
1)E

tlie

KALB,

ottice issuing daily

and weekly

editions,

a trade-

and three graded schools.
the site of the Northern State Normal School,
located in 1895. Population {1880), 1,598; (1890),

paper, nine churches
It is

2,579.

DE KALB COUNTY,

originally a portion of

La Salle County, and later of Kane was organized
in 1887, and named for Baron De Kalb, the
;

Revolutionary patriot. Its area is 650 square
miles and population (in 1890), 27,066. Tlie land
is elevated and well drained, lying between Fox
and Rock Rivers. Prior to 1835 the land belonged
to tlie Pottawatomie Indians, who maintained
several villages and their own tribal government.
No sooner had the aborigines been removed than

white

settlers

appeared in large numbers, and,
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in September, 1835, a convocation

was held on

the banks of the Kishwaukee, to adopt a temporary form of government. The public lands in the
county were sold at auction in Chicago in 1843.
Sycamore (originally called Orange) is the
county-seat, and, in 1890, had a population of

Brick buildings were

2,987.

Sycamore by
Mayo.

In

J.

S.

1854.

first

erected at

Waterman and the brothers
Hough established the

H. A.

newspaper, "The Republican Sentinel."
Other prosperous towns are De Kalb (population,
The sur2,579), Cortland, Malta and Somonauk.
face is generally rolling, upland prairie, with
numerous groves and wooded tracts along the
principal streams. Various lines of railroad traverse the county, which embraces one of the
first

wealthiest rural districts in

tlie State.

DE KALB & (JREAT WESTERN RAILROAD.
(See Chicago Great Western Railinii/.)

DELAVAN, a
on the

thriving city in Tazewell County,
Chicago & Alton Railroad, at the

line of the

point of

its

intersection with the Pekin Division

& Evansville Railway, 34
miles west southwest of Bloomington and 24 miles
south of Peoria. Grain is extensively grown in
the adjacent territory, and much shipped from
Delavan. The business of the place sujiports two
banks, and two weekly papers are published. It
also has five churches and a graded school.
Population (1880). 1,340; (1890), 1,176.
DEMENT, Henry Dodge, ex-Secretary of State,
was born at Galena, 111., in 1840 the son of
Colonel John Dement, an early and prominent
citizen of the State, who held the office of State
Treasurer and was a member of the Constitutional Conventions of 1847 and 1870.
Colonel
Dement having removed to Dixon about 1845, the
subject of this sketch was educated there and at
Mount Morris. Having enlisted in the Thirteenth
Illinois Volunteer Infantry in 1861, he was elected
a Second Lieutenant and soon promoted to First
Lieutenant also received from Governor Yates a
complimentary commission as Captain for gallantry at Arkansas Post and at Chickasaw
Bayou, where the commander of his regiment,
Later he served
Col. J. B. Wyman, was killed.
with General Curtis in Mississippi and in the
Fifteenth Army Corps in the siege of Vicksburg.
After leaving the army he engaged in the manufacturing business for some years at Dixon. Captain Dement entered the State Legislature bj'
election as Representative from Lee County in
1872, was re-elected in 1874 and, in 1876, was promoted to the Senate, serving in the Thirtieth and
Thirty-first General Assemblies.
In 1880 he was
of the Peoria, Decatur

—

—
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chosen Secretary of State, and re-elected in 1884,
serving eight years. The last public position held
by Captain Dement was that of Warden of the
State Penitentiary at Joliet, to which he was
appointed in 1891, serving two years. His
present home is at Oak Park, Cook County.
DEMENT, John, was born in Sumner County,
Tenn., in April, 1804. When 13 years old he

accompanied

his parents to Illinois, settling in

Franklin County, of which he was elected Sheriff
and which he represented in the General
Assemblies of 1828 and "30. He served with
distinction during the Black Hawk War, having
previously had experience in two Indian campaigns. In 1831 he was elected State Treasurer
by the Legislature, but, in 1836, resigned this
office to represent Fayette County in the General
Assembly and aid in the fight against the removal
of the capital to Springfield.
His efforts failing
of success, he removed to the northern part of the
State, finally locating at Dixon, where he became
extensively engaged in manufacturing. In 1837
President Van Buren appointed him Receiver of
Public Moneys, but he was removed by President
Harrison in 1841 was reappointed by Polk in
1845, only to be again removed by Taylor in 1849
and reappointed by Pierce in 1853. He held the
in 1836,

;

from that date until it was abolished. He
was a Democratic Presidential Elector in 1844;
office

served in three Constitutional Conventions (1847,
'63, and '70), being Temporary President of the
two bodies last named. He was the father of
Hon. Denry D. Dement, Secretary of State of Illinois from 1884 to 1888.
He died at his home at
Dixon, Jan. 16, 1883.
DENT, Thomas, lawyer, was born in Putnam
County, 111., Nov. 14, 1831; in his youth was
employed in the Clerk's office of Putnam County,
meanwhile studying law was admitted to the
bar in 1854, and, in 1856, opened an office in Chicago; is still in practice and has served as
;

President, both of the Chicago
the State Bar Association.

Law

Institute

and

DES PLAINES,

a village of Cook County, at the
intersection of the Chicago & Northwestern and
the Wisconsin Central Railroads, 17 miles northwest from Chicago is a dairying region. Popu;

which

the Illinois

Racine County, Wis., and,
after passing through Kenosha County, in that
State, and Lake County, 111., running nearly
parallel to the west shore of Lake Michigan
through Cook County, finally unites with the
Kankakee, about 13 miles southwest of Joliet, by
River,

rises in

River.

was born

at Forestville, N. Y., Dec. 6, 1845; after
receiving his primary education took a two years'
course in the literary and a three years' course in
the medical department of the Michigan University at
1869.

Ann Arbor, graduating from the latter in
He then began practice as House Physician

and Surgeon

in the City Hospital at Brooklyn,

remaining for a year, after which he
Europe inspecting hospitals and sanitary
methods, meanwhile spending six months in the
Prussian military service as Surgeon during the
Franco-Prussian War. After the close of the
N.

Y.,

visited

war he took a
Berlin,

brief course in the University of

when, returning to the United

was employed

States,

he

for seven years as Assistant Physi-

cian in the Northern Hospital for the Insane at
Elgin.
In 1879 he was appointed Medical Superintendent of the Eastern Hospital for the Insane
at Kankakee, remaining until the accession of

John P. Altgeld to the Governorship in 1893.
Dr. Dewey's reputation as a specialist in the
treatment of the insane has stood

among the

highest of his class.

DE WITT COUNTY,

situated in the central
has an area of 405 square

portion of the State
milesand a population (1890) of 17,011. The land
was originally owned by the Kickapoos and Pottawatomies, and not until 1830 did the first perma;

nent white settlers occupy this region. The first
come were Felix Jones, Prettyman Marvel,
William Cottrell, Samuel Glenn, and the families
Previously, howof Scott, Lundj' and Coaps.
ever, the first cabin had been built on the site of
the present Farmer City by Nathan Clearwater.
Zion Shugest erected the earliest grist-mill and
Burrell Post the first saw-mill in the county.
Kentuckians and Tennesseeans were the first immigrants, but not until the advent of settlers from
Ohio did permanent improvements begin to be
made. In 1835 a school house and Presbyterian
chm-ch were built at Waynesville. The county
was organized in 1839, and with its capital
(Clinton) was named after one of New York's
most distinguished Governors. It lies within the
great "corn belt," and is well watered by Salt
Creek and its branches. Most of the surface is
rolling prairie, interspersed
with woodland.
Several lines of railway (among them the Illinois
Central) cross the county. Clinton ha.4 a poputo

—

lation (1880), 818; (1890), 986.

DES PLAIN ES RIVER, a branch of

confluence with the latter forming the Illinois
Its length is about
150 miles. The
Chicago Drainage Canal is constructed in the
valley of the Des Plaines for a considerable portion of the distance between Chicago and Joliet.
DEWEY, (Dr.) Richard S., physician, alienist,
its

—
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Both are railroad centers and liave considerable

lation of 3,598 in 1890,
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WOLF,

Calvin, pioneer and philanthropist,

was born in Luzerne County, Pa., Feb. 18, 181 T;
taken early in life to Vermont, and, at 19 years of
age,

and one of the first Trustees of the
General Hospital of the Lakes, now Merc-y
In 1885 he left Chicago to take up liis
residence in his native city. New York, where he
Association,

Illinois

Hospital.

trade.

commenced

teacliing

at

Orwell, in

tliat

died.

June

2,

1892.

DICKEY, Theophilus
was born

in

Lyle, lawyer and jurist,
Bourbon County, Ky., Nov. 12, 1812,

in Ashtabula Count}', Oliio. and, in 1837,

manual labor scliool
came to

the grandson of a Revolutionary soldier, graduated at the Miami (Oliio) University, and re-

Chicago, and soon after began teaching in Will
County, still later engaging in the same vocation
in Chicago.
In 1839 he commenced the study of
law with Messrs. Spring & Goodrich and, in 1843,
was admitted to practice. In 18.i4 he was
elected a Justice of the Peace, retaining the
position for a quarter of a century, winning for
himself the reputation of a sagacious and incorruptible public officer. Mr. De Wolf was an

McDonough County, where he was admitted to
the bar in 1835. In 1836 he moved to Rushville,
where he resided three j'ears, a part of the time
editing a Whig newspaper. Later he became a
resident of Ottawa, and, at the opening of the
Mexican "War, organized a company of volunteers, of which he was chosen Captain.
In 1861
he raised a regiment of cavalry which was

State; spent one 3-ear at a

and his home is said to have
been one of the stations on the "underground
railroad" during the existence of slavery.
DEXTER, Wirt, lawyer, born at Dexter, Mich.,
Oct. 25, 1831 was educated in the schools of his
native State and at Cazenovia Seminary, N. Y.
He was descended from a family of lawyers, his
grandfather, Samuel Dexter, having been Secreoriginal abolitionist

;

War, and afterwards Secretary of the
in the cabinet of the elder Adams.

tarj' of

Treasury,

Coming to Chicago

beginning of his profesDexter gave considerable
lumber
trade.
He was a zealous and eloquent supporter
of the Government during the Civil War, and
was an active member of the Relief and Aid
Society after the fire of 1871. His entire professional

career,

attention at

sional life

at the

Mr.

first

to his father's extensive

was spent

in Chicago, for several years

before his death being in the service of the Cliicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad Companj' as
its general solicitor and member of the executive
Died in
committee of the Board of Directors.

May 20, 1.H90.
DICKEY, Hugh Thompson, jurist, was born in
City, May 30, 1811; graduated from

Chicago,

New York
Columbia

College, read

law and was admitted to

the bar. He visited Chicago in 1836, and four
years later settled there, becoming one of its
most influential citizens. Upon the organization
of the County Court of Cook County in 1845,
Mr. Dickey was appointed its Judge. In September, 1848, he was elected Judge of the Seventh
Judicial Circuit, practically without partisan
opposition, serving until the expiration of his
term in 1853. He was prominently identified
with several important commercial enterprises,
was one of the founders of the Chicago Library

moved

to Illinois in 1834, settling at

Macomb,

mustered into service as the Fourth Illinois
Cavalry, and of which he was commissioned
Colonel, taking an active part in Grant's campaigns in the West. In 1865 he resigned his
commission and resumed the practice of his
profession at
Ottawa.
In 1866 lie was an
unsuccessful candidate for Congressman for the
State-at-large in opposition to John A. Logan,
and, in 1868, was tendered and accepted the position of Assistant Attorney-General of the United
States, resigning after eighteen months' service.
In 1873 he removed to Chicago, and. in 1874, was
made Corporation Counsel. In December, 1875,
he was elected to the Supreme Court, vice W. K.
McAllister, deceased was re-elected in 1879, and
died at Atlantic Citv, Julv 22, 1885.
;

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST, THE, known

also as

the Christian Church and as "Campbellites,''
having been founded by Alexander Campbell.
Man}' members .settled in Illinois in the early
30's, and, in the central portion of the State, the
denomination soon began to flourish greatly.

Any one was admitted

to membership who made
what is termed a scriptural confession of faith
and was bajitized by immersion. Alexander
Campbell was an eloquent preacher and a man of

much

native ability, as well as a born conver-

The sect has steadily grown in
numbers and influence in the State. The United
States Census of 1800 showed 641 churches in the
State, with 368 ministers and an aggregate membership of 61.587, having 550 Sunday schools, with
The value of the
50,000 pupils in attendance.
sationalist.

real property, wliicli included 552 cliurcli edifices

(with a seating capacity of 155,000) and 30 parsonwas .SI, 167,675. The denomination supports
Eureka College, with an attendance of between

ages,
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400 and 500 students, while

were entertained at

at 8150,000.

may

its assets are valued
Total membership in the United
estimated
at
750,000.
States,
DIXON, an incorporated city, the county-seat
of Lee County. It lies on both sides of Rock
River and is the point of intersection of the
Illinois Central and the Chicago & Northwestern
Railroads; is 98 miles west of Chicago, and 25
miles south of Freeport. Rock River furnishes
abundant water power, and the manufacturing
interests of the city are considerable, including

foundries, a plow factory, box and stove
works, two flouring mills, two shoe factories, a
planing mill, and a condensed-milk factory.
There are two national banks, eight churches and
three newspaper offices two issuing daily editions.
In schools the city particularly excels,
having several graded (grammar) schools, two
high schools, a Collegiate Institute and a Normal
School. Population (1880), 3,658; (1890), 5.161.
DIXON, John, pioneer the first wliite settler
in Lee County, 111., was born at Rye, Westchester County, N. Y., Oct. 9, 1784; at 21 removed
to New York City, where he was in business some
In 1820 he set out with his family
fifteen years.
for the West, traveling by land to Pittsburg,
and thence by flat-boat to Shawneetown. Having
disembarked his horses and goods liere, he pushed
out towards the northwest, passing the vicinity

two

—

—

of Springfield,

and

finally

locating on

Fancy

Creek, some nine miles north of the present site
of that city. Here he remained some five years,
in that time serving as foreman of the first Sangamon County Grand Jury. The new county of

Peoria having been established in 1835. he was
offered and accepted the appointment of Circuit
Clerk, removing to Fort Clark, as Peoria was
then called. Later he became contractor for
carrying the mail on the newly established route
between Peoria and Galena. Compelled to provide means of crossing Rock River, he induced a
French and Indian lialf-breed, named Ogee, to
take charge of a ferry at a point afterwards
known as Ogee's Ferry. The tide of travel to the
lead-mine region caused botli the mail-route and
the ferry to prove profitable, and, as the halfbreed ferrj'man could not endure prosperity, Mr.

Dixon was forced

buy him

removing liis
family to this point in April, 1830. Here he
established friendly relations with the Indians,
to

and, during the Black

out,

Hawk War ,two

years later,
was enabled to render valuable service to the
His .station was for many years one of
State.

the most important points in Northern Illinois,
and among the men of national reputation who

different times at his home,
be named Gen. Zachary Taylor, Albert SidWinfield Scott, Jefferson
Davis, Col. Robert Anderson, Abraham Lincoln,
Col. E. D. Baker and many more.
He bought the
land where Dixon now stands in 1835 and laid off
the town iu 1838 was elected b}' the Legislature
a member of the Board of Public Works, and, in
1840, secured the removal of tlie land office from
Galena to Dixon. Colonel Dixon was a delegate
from Lee County to the Republican State Convention at Bloomington, in May, 1856, and,
although then considerably over 70 years of age,
spoke from the same sta,nd with Abraham Lincoln, his presence producing much enthusiasm.
His death occurred, July 6, 1876.
DOANE, John Wesley, merchant and banker,
was born at Thompson, Windham County, Conn.,
March 33. 1833 was educated in the common
schools, and, at 23 years of age, came to Chicago
and opened a small grocery store which, by 1870,
had become one of the most extensive concerns
of its kind in the Northwest. It was swept out
of existence by the fire of 1871, but was re-established and, in 1873, transferred to other parties,
although Mr. Doane continued to conduct an
importing business in many lines of goods used in
the grocery trade. Having become interested in
the Merchants' Loan & Trust Company, he was
elected its President and has continued to act in
that capacitj'. He is also a stockholder and a
Director of the Pullman Palace Car Company,
the Allen Paper Car Wheel Company and the
Illinois Central Railroad, and was a leading
promoter of the World's Columbian Exposition of
1893 being one of those wlio guaranteed the
$5,000,000 to be raised by the citizens of Chicago
to assure tlie success of the enterprise.
DOLTOIV STATION, a village of Cook County,
on the Chicago & Eastern Illinois, the Chicago &
Western Indiana, and the Pittsburg, Cincinnati,
Cliicago & St. Louis Railroads, 16 miles south of
Chicago has a carriage factory, a weekly paper,
churches and a graded school. Population (1880)

ney Jolinston, Gen.

;

;

—

;

448; (1890), 1,110.

DONtlOLA, a village in Union County, on the
Central Railroad, 37 miles north of Cairo.
Population (1880), .599; (1890). 733.
Illinois

DOOLITTLE, James Rood, United

States

was born in Hampton, Washington
County. N. Y., Jan 3, 1815; educated at Middlebury and Geneva (now Hobart) Colleges, admitted
to the bar in 1837 and practiced at Rochester and
Warsaw, N. Y. was elected District Attorney of
Wyoming County, N. Y.. in 1845, and. in 1851,
Senator,

;
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two years later was
to Wisconsin
elected Circuit Judge, but resigned in 1856, and
the following year was elected as a Democratic-

removed

;

Republican to the United States Senate, being
Retiring
re-elected as a Republican in 1803.
from public life in 1869, he afterwards resided
chiefly at Racine, Wis., thouglx practicing in the

Chicago. He was President of the
National Union Convention at Philadelphia in
1866, and of the National Democratic Convention
of 18T3 in Baltimore, which endorsed Horace
Greeley for President. Died, at Edgewood, R. I.,
July 27, 1897.
DORE, John Clark, first Superintendent of
Chicago City Schools, was born at Ossipee, N. H.,
March 23, 1822; began teaching at 17 years of age
and graduated at Dartmouth College in 1847;
then taught several years and, in 1854, was
offered and accepted the position of Superintendent of City Schools of Chicago, but resigned two
courts of

years later.

Afterwards engaging in

bu.siness,

he sei-ved as Vice-President and President of
the Board of Trade, President of the Commercial Insurance Companj' and of the State
Savings Institution was a member of the State
Senate, 1868-72, and has been identified with
various benevolent organizations of the city of
;

Chicago.

DOrWHERTT, John, lawyer and LieutenantGovernor, was born at Marietta, Ohio, May 6,
1800; brought by his parents, in 1808, to Cape
Girardeau, Mo. where they remained until after
the disastrous earthquakes' in tliat region in
,

1811-12, when, his father liaving died, his mother
removed to Jonesboro, HI. Here he finally read
law with Col. A. P. Field, afterwards Secretary
of State, being admitted to the bar in 1831 and
early attaining prominence as a successful
criminal lawyer. He soon became a recognized
political leader, was elected as a member of the
House to the Eighth General Assembly (1832)
and re-elected in 1834, '36 and '40, and again in
1856, and to the Senate in 1842, serving in the
latter body until the adoption of the Constitution

Originally a Democrat, he was, in 1858,
the Administration (Buchanan) candidate for
State Treasurer, as opposed to the Douglas wing
of the party, but, in 1801, became a strong supporter of Abraham Lincoln. He served as Presidential Elector on the Republican ticket in 1864
and in 1872 (the former year for the State- atlarge), in 1808 was elected Lieutenant-Governor
and, in 1877, to a seat on the criminal bench,
serving until June. 1879. Died, at Jonesboro,
of 1848.

Sept.

7,

1879.
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DOUGLAS, John M., lawyer and RailwayPresident, was born at Plattsburg, Clinton
County, N. Y., August 22, 1819; read law three
years in his native city, then came west and
settled at Galena, 111. where he was admitted to
the bar in 1841 and began practice. In 1850 he
,

removed to Chicago, and, the following year,
became one of the solicitors of the Illinois Central
Railroad, with which lie had been associated as
an attorney at Galena. Between 1801 and 1876
he was a Director of the Company over twelve
years from 1805 to 1871 its President, and again
for eighteen months in 1875-70, when he retired
;

permanently. Mr. Douglas' contemporaries speak
of him as a lawyer of great ability, as well
as a capable executive officer. Died, in Chicago,

March

25, 1891.

DOUGLAS, Stephen Arnold, statesman, was
born at Brandon, Vt., April 23, 1818. In consequence of the death of his father in infancy,
his early educational advantages were limited.
When fifteen he applied himself to the cabinetmaker's trade, and, in 1830, accompanied his
mother and step-father to Ontario County, N. Y.
In 1833 he began the study of law, but started for
the

West

chester,

in 1833.

111.,

He

tauglit school at

Win-

reading law at night and practicing

before a Justice of the Peace on Saturdays. He
was soon admitted to the bar and took a deep
In 1835 he was elected Proseinterest in politics.

cuting Attorney for Morgan County, but a few
months later resigned this office to enter the
lower house of the Legislature, to which he was
elected in 1830. In 1838 he was a candidate for

was defeated by John T. Stuart, his
opponent; was appointed Secretary of
State in December, 1840, and, in February, 1841,
elected Judge of the Supreme Court. He was
elected to Congress in 1842, '44 and '40, and, in
the latter year, was chosen United States Senator, taking his seat March 4, 1847, and being
His last canvass was
re-elected in 1853 and '59.
rendered memorable through his joint debate, in
1858, before the people of the State with Abraham
Lincoln, whom he defeated before the Legislature."
He was a candidate for the presidential
nomination before the Democratic National
Conventions of 1853 and '56. In 1800, after having
failed of a nomination for the Presidency at
Charleston, S. C, through the operation of the
"two thirds rule," he received the nomination'
from the adjourned convention held at Baltimore
six weeks later though not until the delegates
from nearly all the Southern States had withdrawn, the seceding delegates afterwards nomiCongress, but

Whig

—

HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.

136

nating John C. Breckenridge. Although defeated
for the Presidency by Lincoln, his old-time
antagonist, Douglas yielded a cordial sujiport to
the incoming administration in its attitude
toward the seceded States, occupying a place of
honor beside Mr. Lincoln on the portico of the
capitol during the inauguration ceremonies.
As
politician, orator and statesman, Douglas had

few

Quick in perception,

superiors.

expedients,

ready

in

men."
relation

His shortness of stature, considered in
to his extraordinary mental acumen,

gained for him
Giant."

facile in

earnest and
was a born "leader of

resources,

fearless in utterance, he

He

the

sobriquet of the "Little

died in Chicago,

DOUGLAS COUNTY,

June

lying a

3,

1861.

little east of

the

center of the State, embracing an area of 410
square miles and having a population (1890) of
17,669.
The earliest land entry was made by
Harrison Gill, of Kentucky, whose patent was
signed by Andrew Jackson. Another early
settler was John A. Richman, a West Virginian,
who erected one of the first frame houses in
the county in 1829. The Bmbarras and Kaskaskia Rivers flow througli the county, which is
also crossed by the Wabash and Illinois Central
Railways. Douglas County was organized in
1857 (being set off from Coles) and named in
honor of Stephen A. Douglas, then United States
Senator from Illinois. After a sharp struggle Tuscola was made the county-seat. It has been
visited by several disastrous conflagrations, but
is a thriving town, credited, in 1890, with a
population of 1,897. Other important towns are

Areola (population,

was

originally

1,733),

known

as

DOWNER'S GROVE,

and Camargo, which

New

Salem.

a village of

Du Page

&

County, on the Chicago, Burlington
Quincy
Railroad, 21 miles west-southwest from Chicago,
It

has a bank and a newspaper.

Population

(1880), 586; (1890), 960.

DOWNING, Finis Ewing, ex-Congressman and
lawyer, was born at Virginia, 111., August 24,
1846 reared on a farm and educated in the public
and private schools of his native town; from 1865
was engaged in mercantile pursuits until J880,
when he was elected Clerk of the Circuit Court
;

of Cass County, serving three successive terms;
read law and was admitted to the bar in December, 1887.
In August, 1891, he became interested
in "The Virginia Enquirer" (a Democratic
paper), which he has since conducted; was
elected Secretary of the State Senate in 1893,
and, in 1894, was returned as elected to the Fiftyfourth Congress from the Sixteenth District by a

plurality of forty votes over Gen. John I. Rinaker,
the Republican nominee. A contest and recount
of the ballots resulted, however, in awarding the
In 1896 Mr. Downing
seat to General Rinaker.
was the nominee of his party for Secretary of
State, but was defeated with the rest of his ticket.
DRAKE, Francis Marlon, soldier and Governor,
was born at Rushville, Schuyler County, 111.,
Dec. 30, 1830; early taken to Drakesville, Iowa,
which his father founded; entered mercantile
crossed the plains to Calilife at 16 years of age
fornia in 1853, had experience in Indian warfare
and, in 1859, established liimself in business at
Union ville, Iowa served through the Civil War,
becoming Lieutenant-Colonel and retiring in
1865 with the rank of Brigadier-General by
brevet.
He re-entered mercantile life after the
war, was admitted to the bar in 1866, subsequently
engaged in railroad building and, in 1881, contribbuted the bulk of the funds for founding Drake
University; was elected Governor of Iowa in
1895, serving until January, 1898.
DRAPER, Andrew Sloan, LL.D., lawyer and
educator, was born in Otsego County, N. Y.,
June 21, 1848 being a descendant, in the eighth
generation, from the "Puritan," James Draper,
who settled in Boston in 1647. In 1855 Mr.
Draper's parents settled in Albany, N. Y., where
he attended school, winning a scholarship in the
Albany Academy in 1863, and graduating from
that institution in 1866. During the next four
years he was employed in teaching, part of the
;

;

—

time as an instructor at his akna mater but, in
;

1871, gi-aduated

from the Union College

Law

Dei^artment, when he began practice. The rank
he attained in the profession was indicated by
his appointment by President Arthur, in 1884,

one of the Judges of the Alabama Claims Commission, upon which he served imtil the conclu-

He had previously
its labors in 1886.
served in the New York State Senate (1880) and,
in 1884, was a delegate to the Republican National
Convention, also serving as Chairman of the
Republican State Central Committee the same
sion of

year.
After his retui-n from Em-ope in 1886, he
served as State Superintendent of Public Instruction of New York until 1892, and, in 1889, and
again in 1890, was President of the National

Soon
of School Superintendents.
from the State Superintendenoy in
York, he was chosen Superintendent of
Public Schools for the city of Cleveland, Ohio,
remaining in that position until 1894, when he
was elected President of the University of Illinois
His adminisat Champaign, where he now is.
Association

after retiring

New
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tration has been oliaraoterized by enterprise

and has tended
and prosperity of the

and

promote the popular-

sagacity,

to

ity

institution.

DRESSER,

Charles, clergyman, was born at
Pomfret, Conn., Feb. 24, 1800; graduated from
Brown University in 1823, went to Virginia,

where he studied theology and was ordained a
minister of the Protestant Episcopal Church. In
1838 he removed to Springfield, and became rector
of St. Paul's Episcopal Cliurch there, retiring in
1858.

On Nov.

4,

1843, Mr. Dresser

performed the

ceremony uniting Abraham Lincoln and Mary
Todd in marriage. He died, March 25, 1865.
DRUMMOND, Thomas, jurist, was born at
Mills, Lincoln County, Maine, Oct. 16,
After graduating from Bowdoin College, in
he studied law at Philadelphia, where he was
admitted to the bar in 1833. He settled at
Galena, 111., in 1835, and was a member of the
General Assembly in 1840-41. In 1850 he was
appointed United States District Judge for the
District of Illinois as successor to Judge Nathaniel
Pope, and four years later removed to Chicago.
Upon the division of the State into two judicial
districts, in 1855, he was assigned to the Northern.
In 1869 he was elevated to the bench of the
United States Circuit Court, and presided over
the Seventh Circuit, wliich at that time included
the States of Indiana, Illinois and Wisconsin. In
1884 at the age of 75 he resigned, living in
retirement until his death, which occurred at

Bristol
1809.
1830,

—

Wheaton,

—

III,

DUBOIS,

May

15, 1890.

Jesse Kil^ore, State Auditor, was
born, Jan. 14, 1811, in Lawrence County, 111.,
near Vincennes, Ind., where his father, Capt.
Toussaint Dubois, had settled about 1780. The
latter was a native of Canada, of French descent,
and, after settling in the Northwest Territory,
had been a personal friend of General Harrison,
under wliom he served in the Indian wars,
including the battle of Tippecanoe. Tlie son
received a partial collegiate education at Bloomington, Ind., but, at 34 years of age (1834), was
elected to the General Assembly, serving in the
same House with Abraham Lincoln, and being
re-elected in 1836, '38, and "43.
In 1841 he was
appointed by President Harrison Register of the
Land Office at Palestine, 111., but soon resigned,
giving his attention to mercantile pursuits until
1849, when he was appointed Receiver of Public
Moneys at Palestine, but was removed by Pierce
in 1853.
He was a Delegate to the first Republican State Convention, at Bloomington, in 1856,
and, on the recommendation of Mr. Lincoln, was
nominated for Auditor of Public Accoimts,

13-

renominated in 1860, and elected both times. In
1864 he was a candidate for the noniination of
his party for Governor, but was defeated by
General Oglesby, serving, however, on the
National Executive Committee of that year, and
as a delegate to the National Convention of 1868.
Died, at liis liome near Springfield, Nov. 33, 1876.
.
Fred T. (Dubois), son of tlie preceding, was
born in Crawford County, 111., May 39, 1851;
received a common-school and classical education, graduating from Yale College in 1873 was
Secretary of the Illinois Railway and Warehouse
Commission in 187.5-76; went to Idaho Territory
and engaged in business in 1880, was appointed
United States Marshal there in 1883, serving until
1886; elected as a Republican Delegate to the
Fiftieth and Fifty-first Congresses, and, on the
admission of Idaho as a State (1890), became
one of the first United States Senators, his term
extending to 1897. He was Chairman of the
Idaho delegation in the National Republican
Convention at Minneapolis in 1893, and was a
member of the National Republican Convention
at St. Louis in 1896, but seceded from that body
with Senator Teller of Colorado, and has since
cooperated with the Populists and Free Silver
Democrats.
;

DUCAT, Arthur
engineer,

was born

Charles, soldier

and

civil

in Dublin, Ireland, Feb. 24,

1830, received a liberal

education and became a

He

settled in Chicago in 1851,
was made Secretary and Chief
Board of Underwriters of that
city.
While acting in this capacity, he virtually
revised the schedule system of rating fire-risks.
In 1801 he raised a company of 300 engineers,
sappers and miners, but neither the State nor
Federal authorities would accept it. Thereupon
he enlisted as a private in the Twelfth Illinois
civil engineer.

and

six years later

Surveyor of

tlie

Volunteers, but his ability earned him rapid
promotion. He rose through the grades of Captain, Major and Lieutenant-Colonel, to that of
Colonel, and was brevetted Brigadier-General in
February, 1864. Compelled by sickness to leave the
army. General Ducat returned to Chicago,
re-entering the insurance field and finally, after
holding variou-s responsible jjositions, engaging
In 1875 he was
in general business in that line.
entrusted with the task of reorganizing the State
militia, which he performed with signal success.
Died, at Downer's Grove, 111., Jan. 39, 1896.

DUELS AXD A]VTI.DUELI>'G LAWS. Although a majority of the population of Illinois,
in Territorial days, came from Southern States
where the duel was widely regarded as the proper
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mode

for

character,
of honor"

settling
it is

"difficulties"

of a personal

a curious fact that so few "affairs
should have occurred on

(so-called)

The first "affair" of this sort of
history or tradition has handed
account, is said to have occurred
English
and a French officer at the
between an
time of the surrender of Fort Chartres to the
and
in connection with that
British in 1765,
Illinois soil.

which

eitlier

down any

event. The officers are said to have fought with
small swords one Sunday morning near the Fort,
when one of them was killed, but the name of
neither the victor nor the vanquished has come
down to the present time. Gov. John Reynolds,
who is the authority for the story in his "Pioneer
History of Illinois," claimed to have received it

in his boyhood from an aged Frenchman who
represented that he had seen the combat.
An affair of less doubtful authenticity has come
down to us in the history of the Territorial
period, and, although
finally

Bond
1808.

it

was

at first bloodless,

it

This was the Joneswhich originated at Kaskaskia in
Rice Jones was the son of John Rice Jones,

ended in a tragedy.

affair,

the first English-speaking lawyer in the "lUinois
Country." The younger Jones is described as an
exceptionally brilliant young man who, having
studied law, located at Kaskaskia in 1806. Two
years later he became a candidate for Representative from Randolph County in the Legislature
of Indiana Territory, of which Illinois was a part.
In the course of the canvass which resulted in
Jones' election, he became involved in a quarrel
with Shadrach Bond, who was then a member of
the Territorial Council from the same county,
and afterwards became Delegate in Congress
from Illinois and the first Governor of the State.
Bond challenged Jones and the meeting took
tlie Mississippi between
Kaskaskia and St. Genevieve. Bond's second
was a Dr. James Dunlap of Kaskaskia, who
appears also to have been a bitter enemy of Jones.
The discharge of a pistol in the hand of Jones
after the combatants had taken their places

place on an island in

preliminary to the order to "fire," raised the
question whether it was accidental or to be
regarded as Jones' fire. Dunlap maintained the
latter, but Bond accepted the explanation of his
adversary that the discharge was accidental, and
the generosity which he displayed led to explanations that averted a final exchange of shots.
The feud thvis started between Jones and Dunlap
grew until it involved a large part of the community. On Dec. 7, 1808, Dunlap shot down

Jones

in

cold

blood and without warning in

the streets of Kaskaskia, killing

him

instantly.

fled to Texas and was never heard
Kaskaskia afterwards. This incident
furnishes the basis of the most graphic chapter
in Mrs. Catherwood's story of "Old Kaskaskia."
Prompted by this tragical affair, no doubt, the
Governor and Territorial Judges, in 1810, framed a
stringent law for the suppression of dueling, in
which, in case of a fatal result, all parties connected with the affair, as principals or seconds,
were held to be guilty of murder.
Governor Reynolds furnishes the record of a
duel between Thomas Rector, the member of a
noted family of that name at Kaskaskia, and one
Joshua Barton, supposed to have occurred sometime during the War of 1812, though no exact
dates are given. This affair took place on the
favorite dueling ground known as "Bloody

The murderer
of about

Island," opposite St. Louis, so often resorted to
at a later day, by devotees of "the code" in Missouri.

Reynolds says that "Barton

fell

in the

conflict."

The next affair of which history makes mention grew out of a drunken carousel at Belleville,
in February, 1819, which ended in a duel between
two men named Alonzo Stuart and William
Bennett, and the killing of Stuart by Bennett.
The managers of the affair for the principals are
said to have agreed tliat the guns sliould be loaded

with blank cartridges, and Stuart was

let into the
was not. When the order to
came, Bennett's gun jiroved to have been
loaded with ball. Stuart fell mortally wounded,
expiring almost immediately. One report says
that the duel was intended as a sham, and was so
understood by Bennett, who was horrified by the
result.
He and his two seconds were arrested for
murder, but Bennett broke jail and fied to
Arkansas. Tlie seconds were tried, Daniel P.
Cook conducting the prosecution and Thomas H.
Benton defending, the trial resulting in their
acquittal.
Two years later, Bennett was appreliended by some sort of artifice, put on his trial,
convicted and executed Judge John Reynolds
(afterwards Governor) presiding and pronouncing

secret but Bennett
fire

—

sentence.
In a footnote

to "The Edwards Papers,"
edited by the late E. B. Washburne, and printed
under the auspices of the Chicago Historical
Society, a few years ago, Mr. Washburne relates
an incident occurring in Galena about 1838, while
"The Northwestern Gazette and Galena Advertiser" was under the charge of Sylvester M.
Bartlett, who was afterwards one of the founders
of "The Quincy Whig." The story, as told by
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Mr. Washbuine,

is

as follows:

"David G. Bates

(a Galena business man and captain of a packet
plying between St. Louis and Galena) wrote a

short communication for the paper reflecting on
the character of John Turney, a prominent law-

yer who had been a member of the House of
Representatives in 1828-30, from the District
composed of Pike. Adams, Fulton, Schuyler.
Peoria and Jo Daviess Counties. Turney demanded the name of the author and Bartlett gave
up the name of Bates. Turney refused to take
any notice of Bates and then challenged Bartlett
to a duel, which was promptly accepted by BartThe second of Turney was the Hon. Joseph
lett.
P. Hoge, afterward a member of Congress from
the Galena District. Bartletfs second was
William A. Warren, now of Bellevue, Iowa."
(Warren was a prominent Union officer during
the Civil War.) "The parties went out to the
ground selected for the duel, in what was then
Wisconsin Territory, seven miles north of Galena,
and, after one ineffectual fire, the matter was
compromised. Subsequently, Bartlett removed
to Quincy, and was for a long time connected
with the publication of 'The Quincy Whig.'"'
During the session of the Twelfth General
Assembly (1841), A. R. Dodge, a Democratic
Representative from Peoria County, feeling himself aggrieved by some reflections indulged by Gen.
John J. Hardin (then a Whig Representative
from Morgan County) upon the Democratic partjin connection with the partisan reorganization
of the Supreme Court, threatened to "call out"
Hardin. The affair was referred to W. L. D.
Ewing and W. A. Richardson for Dodge, and
J. J. Brown and E. B. Webb for Hardin, with
the result that it was amicably adjusted "honorably to both parties."
It was during the same session that John A.
McClernand, then a yoimg. and fiery member
who had, two years
from Gallatin Countj'
before, been ajipointed Secretary of State by
Governor Carlin, but had been debarred from
taking the office by an adverse decision of the
indulged in a violent attack
Supreme Court
upon the Whig members of the Court based upon
allegations afterwards shown to have been furnished by Theophilus W. Smith, a Democratic
member of the same court. Smith having joined
his associates in a card denying the truth of the
charges, McClernand responded with the publication of the cards of persons tracing the allegations directly to Smith himself.
This brought a
note f i-om Smith which McClernand construed into
a challenge and answered with a prompt accept-

—

—

130

Attorney-General Lamborn, having got
wind of the affair, lodged a complaint with a
Sjiringfield Justice of the Peace, which resulted
in placing the pugnacious jurist under bonds to
keep the peace, when he took his departure for
Chicago, and the "affair" ended.
An incident of greater historical interest than
all the others yet mentioned, was the affair in
which James Shiehls and Abraham Lincoln the
former the State Auditor and the latter at that
time a young attorney at Springfield were concerned. A communication in doggerel verse had
appeared in "The Springfield Journal" ridiculing
the Auditor. Shields made demand upon the
editor (Mr. Simeon Francis) for the name of the
author, and, in accordance with previous understanding, the name of Lincoln was given.
(Evidence, later coming to light, showed that the real
authors were Miss Mary Todd who, a few months
later, became Mrs. Lincoln
and Miss Julia Jayne,
afterwards tlie wife of Senator Trumbull.)
Shields, through John D. AVhiteside, a former
State Treasurer, demanded a retraction of the
offensive matter tlie demand being presented to
Lincoln at Tremont, in Tazewell County, where
Lincohi was attending court. Without attempting to follow the affair through all its complicated
details Shields having assumed that Lincoln was
the author without further investigation, and
Lincoln refusing to make anj' explanation unless
the first demand was withdrawn Lincoln named
Dr. E. H. Merriman as his second and accepted
Shield's challenge, naming cavalry broadswords
as the weapons and the Missouri shore, within
three miles of the city of Alton, as the place.
The principals, with their "friends," met at the
appointed time and place (Sept. 22, 1842, opposite
the city of Alton) but, in the meantime, mutual
friends, having been apprised of what was going
on, also appeared on the gi-ound and brought
about explanations which averted an actual conflict.
Those especially instrumental in bringing
about this result were Gen. .John J. Hardin of
Jacksonville, and Dr. R. W. English of Greene
County, while John D. Wliiteside, W. L. D.
Ewing and Dr. T. M. Hope acted as representatives of Shields, and Dr. E. H. Merriman,
Dr. A. T. Bledsoe and William Butler for Lincoln.
Out of this affair, within the next few days,
followed challenges from Shields to Butler and
Whiteside to Merriman but, although these were
accepted, yet owing to some objection on the part
of the challenging party to the conditions named
by the party challenged, thereby resulting in delay, no meeting at^tually took place.
ance.

—

—

—

—

—

—

—

;

;
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Another affair which bore important results
without ending in a tragedy, occurred during the
session of the Constitutional Convention in 1847.
The parties to it were O. C. Pratt and Thompson
both Delegates from Jo Daviess
Campbell
County, and both Democrats. Some sparring
between them over tlie question of suffrage for
naturalized foreigners resulted in an invitation
from Pratt to Campbell to meet him at the
Planters' House in St. Louis, with an intimation
that this was for the purpose of arranging the
preliminaries of a duel. Both parties were on

—

hand before the appointed time, but their arrest
by the St. Louis authorities and putting them
under heavy bonds to keep the peace, gave them
an excuse for returning to their convention
duties without coming to actual hostilities— if
they had such intention. This was promptly
followed by the adoption in Convention of the

ern leaders, and they soon foimd a way for Davis
to withdraw his challenge on condition that
Bissell should add to his letter of acceptance a
clause awarding credit to the Mississippi regiment for what they actually did, but without dis-

avowing or retracting a single word he had
uttered in his speech. In the meantime, it is said
that President Taylor, who was the father-in-law
of Davis, having been apprised of what was on
foot, had taken precautions to prevent a meeting
by instituting legal proceedings the night before
it was to take place, though this was rendered
unnecessary by the act of Davis himself. Thus,
Colonel Bissell's position was virtually (though
It is true,
indirectly) justified by his enemies.
he was violently assailed by his political opponents
for alleged violation of the inhibition in the State
Constitution against dueling, especially when he

to take the oath of ofRce as Governor of
seven years later but his course in "turning the tables" against his fire-eating opponents
aroused the enthusiasm of the North, while his
friends maintained that the act having been
performed beyond the jurisdiction of the State,
he was technically not guilty of any violation of

came

provision of the Constitution of 1848, disqualifying any person engaged in a dueling affair, either
as principal or second, from holding any oflace of
honor or profit in the State.
The last and principal affair of this kind of
historic significance, in which a citizen of Illinois
was engaged, tliough not on Illinois soil, was that

Illinois,

which Congressman William H. Bissell, afterwards Governor of Illinois, and Jefferson Davis
were concerned in February, 1850. During the
debate on the "Compromise Measures" of that
year, Congressman Seddon of "Virginia went out
of his way to indulge in implied reflections upon
the courage of Northern soldiers as displayed on
the battle-field of Buena Vista, and to claim for
the Mississippi regiment commanded by Davis
the credit of saving the day. Replying to these

While the provision in the Constitution of 1848,
against dueling, was not re- incorporated in that
of 1870, the laws on the subject are very stringent. Besides imposing a penalty of not less than
one nor more than five years' imprisonment, or a
fine not exceeding S3, 000, upon any one who, as
principal or second, participates in a duel with a

in

claims Colonel Bissell took occasion to correct the
Virginia Congressman's statements, and especially to vindicate the good name of the Illinois and
Kentucky troops. In doing so he declared that,
at the critical moment alluded to by Seddon,
when the Indiana regiment gave way, Davis's
regiment was not within a mile and a half of the
scene of action. This was construed by Davis as
a reflection upon his troops, and led to a challenge
which was promptly accepted by Bissell, who

named the

soldier's

weapon

musket), loaded with
forty

paces as the

ball

(the

common army

and buckshot, with

distance,

with

liberty to

advance up to ten—otherwise leaving the preliminaries to lie settled by his friends. The evidence manifested by Bissell that he was not to be
intimidated,
itself to

but was prepared to face death
own honor and that of liis
field, was a surprise to the South-

vindicate his

comrades in the

;

the laws.

deadly weapon, whether such duel proves fatal
or not, or who sends, carries or accepts a challenge: the law also provides that any one convicted of such offense shall be disqualified for
holding "any office of profit, trust or emolument,
either civil or military, under the Constitution or
laws of this State." Any person leaving the
State to send or receive a challenge is subject to
the same penalties as if the offense had been
committed within the State and any person who
;

may

inflict upon his antagonist a fatal wound, as
the result of an engagement made in this State to
fight a duel beyond its jurisdiction when the
person so wounded dies within this State is held

—

—

murder and subject to punishment
the same. The publishing of any person as a

to be guilty of
for

coward, or the applying to him of opprobrious or
abusive language, for refusing to accept a challenge, is declared to be a crime punishable by
fine or imprisonment.
DUFF, Andrew D., lawyer and Judge, was
born of a family of pioneer settlers in Bond
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County, III, Jan. 24, 1820; was educated in the
country schools, and, from 1842 to 1847, spent his
time in teaching and as a farmer. The latter
year he removed to Benton, Franklin County,
where he began reading law, but suspended his
studies to enlist in the Mexican War, serving as a
private;

in

1849

was elected County Judge

of

Franklin County, and, in the following year, was
admitted to the bar. In 1861 he was elected
Judge for the Twenty-sixth Circuit and re1807, serving until 187.!.
He also
served as a Delegate in the State Constitutional
Convention of 1862 from the district composed of
Franklin and Jackson Counties, and, being a
zealous Democrat, was one of the leaders in
calling the ma.ss meeting held at Peoria, in
August, 1864, to protest against the ]iolicy of the
Government in the prosecution of the war.
About the close of his last term upon the bench
(1873), he removed to Carbondale, where he continued to reside.
In his later years he became an Independent in politics, acting for
a time in cooperation with the friends of
temperance. In 1885 he was appointed by joint
resolution of the Legislature on a commission to
Died, at
revise the revenue code of the State.
Tucson, Ariz., Jime 25, 1889.

elected in

DUXCAN, Joseph, Congressman and Govwas born at Paris, Ky., Feb. 22, 1794;
emigrated to Illinois in 1818, having previously
served with distinction in the War of 1812, and
been presented with a sword, by vote of Congress,
for gallant conduct in the defense of Fort Stephenson.
He was commissioned Major-General of
Illinois militia in 1823 and elected State Senator
from Jackson County in 1824. He served in the
lower house of Congress from 1827 to 1834, when
he resigned his seat to occupy the gubernatorial
chair, to which he was elected the latter year. He
was the author of the first free-school law,
adopted in 1825. His executive policy was con-

ernor,

servative

and

successful.

consistent,

He

and

his administration

first frame building
and was a liberal friend

erected the

at Jacksonville, in 1834,

In his personal
character he was kindly, genial and unassuming,
although fearless in the expression of his convictions.
He was the Whig candidate for Governor
in 1842, when he met with his first political
of Illinois College at that place.

defeat.

Died,

at

Jacksonville,

Jan.

15,

mourned by men of all parties.
DUXCAN, Thomas, .soldier, was born

1844,

in Kasa private in
the Illinois mounted volunteers during the Black
Hawk War of 1832 also as First Lieutenant of

kaskia.

111.,

April

14,

;

1809; served as

141

cavah-y in the regular armj- in the Mexican War
(1846), and as Major and Lieutenant-Colonel
during the War of the Rebellion, still later doing
duty upon the frontier keeping the Indians in
check. He was retired from active service in
1873, and died in Washington, Jan. 7, 1887.
DUNDEE, a town on Fox River, in Kane
Count}', 5 miles (by rail) north of Elgin and 47
miles west northwest of Chicago.
It has two
distinct corporations East and West Dundee
but is progressive and united in action. Dairy
farming is one of the principal industries of the
adjacent region, and the town has a large creamery and a cheese factory. It has good waterpower and there are flour and saw-mills, besides
extensive brick and tile works; it also has a
bank, six churches, a handsome high school
building, a public library and two weekly newspapers.
Population (1880), 1,4.34; (1890), 2,023.

—

DUNHAM, John High, banker and Board of
Trade operator, was born in Seneca County,
N. Y., 1817; came to Chicago in 1844, engaged in
the wholesale grocery trade, and, a few years
later, took a prominent part in solving the question of a water supply for the city was elected to
the Twentieth General Assembly (1856) and the
next year assisted in organizing the Merchants'
Loan & Trust Company, of which he became the
;

President, retiring five years later and reengaging in the mercantile business. While
Hon. Hugh McCullough was Secretary of the
Treasury, he was appointed National Bank
first

Examiner for
was a member
the

Academy

serving until 1866.

Illinois,

He

of the Chicago Historical Society,

of Sciences,

Board of Trade.
leaving a large estate.
of the

DUNHAM, Ransom

and an early member
Died,

April

28,

1893,

W., merchant and Con-

gressman, was born at Savoy, Mass., March 21,
1838 after graduating from the High School at
was connected with
the Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Company until August, 1860. In 1857 he removed
from Springfield to Chicago, and at the termination of his connection with the Insurance Company, embarked in the grain and provision
;

Springfield, Mass., in 1855,

commission business in tliat city, and, in 1882,
was President of the Chicago Board of Trade.

From

1883 to 1889 he represented the First Illinois

District in Congress, after the expiration of his
last

term devoting

his

attention

to his

large

private business.
His death took place suddenly
at Springfield, Mass.. August 19, 1896.
DUNLAP, (ieorge Lincoln, civil engineer and

Railway Superiatendent, was

bom

at Brunswick,
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Maine, in 1828 studied mathematics and engineering at Gorham Academy, and, after several
years' experience oii the Boston & Maine and the
New York & Erie Railways, came west in 1855
and accepted a position as assistant engineer on
what is now the Chicago & Northwestern Railroad, finally becoming its General Superintendent, and, in fourteen years of his connection with
that road, vastly extending its lines. Between
1872 and '79 he was connected with the Montreal
& Quebec Railway, but the latter year returned
to Illinois and was actively connected with the
extension of the Wabash system until his retirement a few years ago.
DUNLAP, Henry M., horticulturist and legislator, was born in Cook County, 111., Nov. 14,
1853— the son of M. L. Dunlap (the well-known
"Rural"), who became a prominent horticulturist
In Champaign County and was one of the foundThe family
ers of the State Agricultural Society.
having located at Savoy, Champaign County,
about 1857, the younger Dunlap was educated in
the University of Illinois, graduating in the
Following in the
scientific department in 1875.
footsteps of his father, he engaged extensively
in fruit-growing, and has served in tlie office of
both President and Secretary of the State Horticultural Society, besides local offices. In 1892 he
was elected as a Republican to the State Senate
;

for the Thirtieth District,

and has been prominent

was

re-elected in 1896,

in State legislation.

DUNLAP, Mathias Lane, horticulturist, was
born at Cherry Valley, N. Y., Sept. 14, 1814;
to La Salle County, 111., in 1835, he
taught school the following winter then secured
a clerkship in Chicago, and later became bookkeeper for a firm of contractors on the Illinois &
Michigan Canal, remaining two years. Having
entered a body of Government land in the western
part of Cook Count}', he tiu-ned his attention to
farming, giving a portion of his time to surveying.
In 1845 he became interested in horticulture
and, in a few years, built up one of the most
extensive nurseries in the West. In 1854 he was
chosen a Representative in the Nineteenth General Assembly from Cook Coimty, and, at the
following session, presided over the caucus which
resulted in the nomination and final election of
Lyman Trumbull to the United States Senate for
the first time. Politically an anti-slavery Democrat, he espoused the cause of freedom in the
Territories, while his house was one of the depots
of the "underground railroad." In 1855 he purchased a half-section of land near Champaign,
whither he removed, two years later, for the
coming

;

prosecution of his nursery business. He was an
many years, of the State Agriand an earnest supporter of the
scheme for the estabUshment of an "Industrial
University," which finally took form in the Uniactive member, for
cultural Society

versity of Illinois at Champaign.

From

1853 to

he was the agricultural correspondent,
"The Chicago Democratic Press," and
"The Tribune," writing over the nom de

his death
first

of

later of

plume

of "Rural."

Died, Feb.

bU PAGE COUNTY,

14, 1875.

organized in 1839,

named

which flows through it. It adjoins
Cook County on the west and contains 340 square
miles.
In 1890 its population was 22,551. The
coimty-seat was originally at Naperville, which
was platted in 1843 and named in honor of Capt.
for a river

Joseph Naper, who settled vipon the site in 1831.
In 1869 the county government was removed to

Wheaton, the

location

of

Wheaton

College,

where it yet remains. Besides Captain Naper,
early settlers of prominence were Bailey Hobson
(the pioneer in the township of Lisle), and Pierce

Downer (in Downer's Grove). The chief towns
Wheaton (population, 1,622), Naperville

are

(2,216),

Hinsdale

and Roselle

Downer's Grove (960),
Hinsdale and Roselle are
by persons doing business in

(1,584),

(450).

largely populated

Chicago.

DU QUOIN,

a city and railway junction in

Perry County, 76 miles north of Cairo. It has a
public library, a public park, a graded school, a
foundry, machine shops, salt-works, flour mills
and numerous coal mines. Four newspapers are
published

here,

one

daily.

Population (1880),

2,807; (1890), 4,053: (1893) estimated, 4,500.

DURBOROW,

Allan

Catlicart,

ex-Congress-

man, was born

in Philadelphia, Nov. 20, 1857.
years old he accompanied his parents
to Williamsport, Ind., where he received his
early education. He entered the preparatory

When

five

department of Wabash College in 1872, and
graduated from the University of Indiana, at
Bloomington, in 1877. After two years' residence
in Indianapolis, he removed to Chicago, where he
engaged in business. Always active in local
politics, he was elected by the Democrats in 1890,
and again in 1892, Representative in Congress
from the Second District, retiring with the close
of the Fifty-third Congress.
Mr. Durborow is
Treasurer of the Chicago Air-Line Express Company.

DUSTIN, (Gen.) Daniel, soldier, was born in
Topsham, Orange County, Vt., Oct. 5, 1820;
received a common-school and academic education, graduating in medicine at Dartmouth Col-
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After practicing tliree years at
Corinth, Vt. he went to California in 1850 and
engaged in mining, but three years later resumed
the practice of his profession while conducting a
mercantile business. He was subsequently chosen
to the California Legislature from Nevada
County, but coming to Illinois in 1808, he
engaged in the drug business at Sycamore, De
Kalb Countj', in connection with J. E. Elwood.
On the breaking out of the war in 1861, he soM
out his drug business and assisted in raising the
Eighth Regiment Illinois Cavalry, and was commissioned Captain of Company L. The regiment
was assigned to the Army of tlie Potomac, and,
in January, 1862, he was promoted to the position
of Major, afterwards taking part in the battle of
Manassas, and the great "seven days' fight"
before Richmond. In September, 1863, the One
Hundred and Fifth Regiment Illinois Volimteer
Infantry was mustered in at Dixon, and Major
Dustin was commissioned its Colonel, soon after
joining the Arnjy of the Cumberland. After the
Atlanta campaign he was assigned to the command of a brigade in the Third Division of the
lege in 1846.
,

Twelfth

Army

Corps, remaining in this position

to the close of the war,

meanwhile having been

brevetted Brigadier-General for bravery displayed
on the battle-field at Averysboro, N. C. He was

mustered out at Washington, June 7, 1865, and
took part in the grand review of the armies in
that city which

marked the

close of the war.

Returning to his home in De Kalb County, he

was elected County Clerk

tlie following
Xovember, remaining in office four years. Subsequently he was chosen Circuit Clerk and exofficio
Recorder, and was twice thereafter
re-elected in 1884 and 1888.
On the organization
of the Soldiers' and Sailors' Home at Quincy, in
1885, he was appointed by Governor Oglesby one
of the Trustees, retaining the position until his
death. In Jlay, 1890, he was appointed by
United States
President Harrison Assistant
Treasurer at Chicago, but died in office while on
a visit with his daughter at Carthage, Mo. March
30, 1892.
General Dustin vras a Mason of high
degree, and, in 1872, was chosen Riglit Eminent
Commander of the Grand Commandery of tha

in

—

,

State.

DWIGHT,

a city in Livingston County, 74
south-southwest of Chicago, 53
miles northeast of Bloomington, and 22 miles east
of Streator.
It has two banks, a weekly newspaper, six churches, five large warehouses and
miles,

two

by

rail,

hotels.

The

city

is

farming and stock-raising

the center of a
district.

rich

Dwight has
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attained wide celebrity as the location of the
first of a large number of "Keeley Institutes,"
founded for the cure of the drink and morphine
habits.
Population (1880), 1,285; (1890), 1,.S,54.
These figures do not include the floating populawhich is largely augmented by patients who
come to receive treatment at the "Keeley Instition,

tute."

DYER, Charles Volney, M.D., pioneer physiwas born at Clarendon, Vt., June 12, 1808;
graduated in medicine at Middlebury College, in
cian,

1830; began practice at Newark, N. J., in 1831,
and in Chicago in 1835. He was an uncompromising opponent of slavery and an avowed supporter of the "undergroxmd railroad," and, in
1848, received the

support of the Free-Soil party

Dr. Dyer was also one
North Chicago
Railway Company, and his name was
prominently identified with many local benevolent enterprises.
Died, in Lake View (then a
suburb of Chicago), April 24, 1878.
of IlHnois for Governor.

of the original incorporators of the

Street

EARLVILLE,
La

a city and railway junction in

Salle County, 52 miles northeast of Princeton,

at the intersecting point of the Chicago, Burling-

ton

&

Quincy and the Chicago

&

Northwestern

the center of an agricultural
and is an important
shipping point. It has seven churches, a graded
school, two banks, two weekly newspapers and
manufactories of plows, wagons and carriages.
Population (1880), 963; (1890), 1,058.
EARLY, John, legislator and Lieutenant-Governor, was born of American parentage and Irish
ancestiy in Essex County, Canada West, March
17, 1828, and accompanied his parents to CaleHis boyhood
donia, Boone County, 111., in 1846.
was passed upon his father's farm, and in youtli
he learned the trade (his father's) of carpenter
and joiner. In 1852 he removed to Rockford,
Winnebago County, and, in 1865, became State
Agent of the New England Mutual lafe Insurance Company. Between 1803 and 1866 he held
sundry local oflSces. and, in 1869, was appointed
by Governor Palmer a Trustee of the State
Reform School. In 1870 he was elected State
Senator and re-elected in 1874, serving in the
Twenty-seventh, Twenty-eighth, Twenty-ninth
and Tliirtieth General Assemblies. In 1878 he
was elected President pro tem. of the Senate, and,
Lieut-Gov. Beveridge succeeding to the executive
chair, lie became ex-ofiicio Lieutenant-Governor.
In 1875 he was again the Republican nominee for
the Presidency of the Senate, but ivas defeated
Railroads.

It is in

and stock-raising

district,
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a coalition of Democrats and Independents.
He died while a member of the Senate, Sept. 2,
b3^

1877.

EARTHQUAKE OF

1811.

A

series of

the

most remarkable earthquakes in the history of
the Mississippi Valley began on the night of
November 16, 1811, continuing for several months
ending %vith the destruction of CaracVenezuela, in March following. While the
center of the earlier disturbance appears to have
been in the vicinity of New Madrid, in Southeastern Missouri, its minor effects were felt through
a wide extent of country, especially in the

and

finally

cas,

settled

portions

of

Illinois.

Contemporaneous

history states that, in the American Bottom, then
the most densely settled portion of Illinois, the
The walls of a
results were very perceptible.
brick house belonging to Mr. Samuel Judy, a
pioneer settler in the eastern edge of the bottom,
near Edwardsville, Madison County, were cracked
by the convulsion, the effects being seen for more
than two generations. Gov. John Reynolds, then

a yoxmg man of 23, living with his father's
family in what was called the "Goshen Settlement," near Edwardsville, in his history of "My
Own Times," says of it: "Our family were all
sleeping in a log-cabin, and my father leaped out
of bed, crying out, 'The Indians are on the house.
The battle of Tippecanoe had been recently
fought, and it was supposed the Indians would
attack the settlements. Not one in the family
knew at that time it was an earthquake. The
next morning another shock made us acquainted
The cattle came running home
with it.
bellowing with fear, and all animals were terribly
alarmed. Our house cracked and quivered so we
were fearful it would fall to the ground. In the
American Bottom many chimneys were thrown
down, and the church bell at Cahokia was
.

.

.

sounded by the agitation of the building. It is
said a shock of an earthquake was felt in Kaskaskia in 1804, but I did not perceive it." Owing to
the sparseness of the population in Illinois at that
time, but little is known of the effect of the con-

vulsion of 1811 elsewhere, but there are numerous
"sink-holes" in Union and adjacent counties,
between the forks of the Ohio and Mississippi
Rivers, which probably owe their origin to this or

"On

Kaskaskia
River below Athens," says Governor Reynolds in
his "Pioneer History," "the water and white sand
were thrown up through a fissure of the earth.
EAST DUBUQUE, an incorporated city of Jo
Daviess County, on the east bank of the Missis-

some similar disturbance.

sippi, 17

miles (by

rail)

the

northeast of Galena.

It

is connected with Dubuque, Iowa, by a railroad
and a wagon bridge two miles in length. It has
a grain elevator, a box factory, a planing mill
and manufactories of cultivators and sand drills.
It has also a bank, two churches, good public
schools and a weekly newspaper. Population

(1880), 1,037; (1890), 1,069.

EASTON,

May

4,

Rufus, pioneer, founder of the
was born at Litchfield, Conn.,
law and practiced two

(Col.)

city of Alton;

studied

1774;

years in Oneida County, N. Y. emigrated to St.
Louis in 1804, and was commissioned by President
Jefferson Judge of the Territory of Louisiana,
;

and

also

in 1808.

became the

From

first

Postmaster of

St. Louis,

1814 to 1818 he served as Delegate

from Missouri Territory, and, on the
organization of the State of Missouri (1821), was
in Congress

appointed Attorney-General for the State, serving
His death occurred at St. Charles,
until 1826.
Mo., July 5, 1834. Colonel Easton's connection
with Illinois history is based chiefly upon the
fact that he was the founder of the present city
of Alton, which he laid out, in 1817, on a tract of
land of which he had obtained possession at the
mouth of the Little Piasa Creek, naming the
town for his son. Rev. Thomas Lippincott,
prominently identified with the early history of
that portion of the State, kept a store for Easton
at Milton, on Wood River, about two miles from
Alton, in the early "

'SO's."

EAST ST. LOUIS, a large city in St. Clair
County, on the east bank of the Mississippi directly
opposite St.

Louis.

Its

industries are varied,

including rolling mills; steel, brass, malleable
iron and glass works; grain elevators and flour
mills, breweries, stock-yards and packing houses.
It is the terminus of a large number of important
railroad lines and the leading commercial and
manufacturing point in Southern Illinois. There
are six public schools, besides a flourishing
Roman Catholic College. The city is well supplied
with banks and has one daily and four weekly
papers. Population (1880), 9,185; (1890), 15,169;
(1898). estimated, 35,000.

EASTERN HOSPITAL FOR THE EVSANE.
The act

for the establishment of this institution

General Assembly in 1877. Many
inducements, by way of donations,
new hospital, but the site
finally selected was a farm of 250 acres near Kankakee, and this was subsequently enlarged by the
purchase of 327 additional acres in 1881. Work
was begun in 1878 and the first patients received
The plan of the institution
in December, 1879.
It comprises a
in many respects, unique.
is,

passed the

cities offered

for the location of the
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general building, three stories high, capable of
accbmmodating 300 to 400 patients, and a number
of detached buildings, technically termed cottages, where various classes of insane patients may
be grouped and receive the particular treatment
Tlie phms
best adapted to ensure their recovery.
were mainly worked out from suggestions by
Frederick Howard Wines, LL.D., then Secretary
of the Board of Public Charities, and have
attracted generally favorable comment both in
The seventy -five buildtliis country and abroad.
ings occupied for the various purposes of the
institution, cover a quarter-section of land laid off
in regular streets, beautified with trees, plants
and flowers, and presenting all the appearance of
a flourishing village with numerous small parks
The counties
adorned with walks and drives.
from which patients are received include Cook,
Champaign, Coles, Cumberland, De Witt, Douglas, Edgar, Ford, Grundy, Iroquois, Kankakee,
La Salle, Livingston, Macon, McLean, Moultrie^
The whole
Piatt, Shelby, Vermilion and Will.
number of patients in 1898 was 2,200, %vhile the

employes of

all classes

numbered

500.

EASTERN ILLINOIS NORMAL SCHOOL,

an

institution designed to qualify teachers for giving

the public schools, located at
Charleston, Coles County, under an act of the
Legislature passed at the session of 1895. The
act appropriated §50,000 for the erection of buildings, to which additional appropriations were
instruction

added

in

and 1898, of §25,000 and §50,000,
with §56,216.72 contributed by the

in 1897

respectivelj',

city of Charleston,

making a

The building was begun

total of §181,216.72.

in 1896, the corner-stone

being laid on May 27 of that year. There was
delay in the progress of the work in consequence
of the failure of the contractors in December,
1896, but the work was resumed in 1897 and
practically completed early in 1899, with the
expectation that the institution would be opened
for the reception of students in September following.
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Peoria Register," but .soon after joined Benjamin
Lundy, who was preparing to revive his paper,
"The Genius of Universal Emancipation," at
Lowell, La Salle County. This scheme was
partially defeated by Lundy's early death, but,

few months' delay, Eastman, in conjuncHooper Warren, began the publication
"The Genius of Liberty" as the successor of
Lundy's paper, using the printing press which
Warren had used in the office of 'The Commerafter a

tion with
of

'

cial Advertiser, " in Chicago,

a year or so before. In

1842, at the invitation of prominent Abolitionists,
the paper was removed to Chicago, where it was
issued under the name of "The Western Citizen,"
in 1853 becoming "Tlie Free West," and finally,
in 1856, being merged in "The Chicago Tribune."
After the suspension of "The Free West," Mr.
Eastman began the publication of "The Chicago

Magazine," a literary and historical monthlj-,
but it reached only its fifth number, when it was
discontinued for want of financial support. In
1861 he was appointed by President Lincoln
United States Consul at Bristol, England, where
he remained eight years. On his return from
Europe, he took up his residence at Elgin, later

removing to Maywood, a suburb of Chicago,
where he died, June 14, 1883. During the latter
years of his life Mr. Eastman contributed many
articles of great historical interest to the Chi-

cago press. (See Lundy, Benjaviin, and Warren,
Hooper.
EBERHART, John Frederick, educator and
real-estate operator, was born in Mercer County,
Pa., Jan. 21, 1829; commenced teaching at 16
years of age, and, in 1853, graduated from Alle-

gheny

College, at Meadville, soon after

becoming

Principal of Albriglit Seminary at Berlin, in the
in 1855 came west by way of Chicago,

same State

;

locating at Dixon and engaging in editorial work
year later established "The Northwestern

a

Home and School Journal," wliich he published
three years, in the meantime establishing and

was born at North xVmherst, Mass., Sept. 8, 181.5:
became a printer's apprentice at 14, but later
spent a short time in an academy at Hadley.
Then, after a brief experience as an employe in
the oflSce of "The Hartford Pearl,'" at the age of
18 he invested his patrimony of some §2,000 in
the establishment of "The Free Press" at Fayette-

conducting teachers' institutes in Illinois, Iowa
In 1859 he was elected School
Commissioner of Cook County a position which
was afterwards changed to County Superintendent of Schools, and which he held ten years. Mr.
Eberhart was largely instrumental in the establishment of the Cook County Normal School.
Since retiring from office he has been engaged in
the real-estate business in Chicago.

Vt. This venture proving unsuccessful, in
came west, stopping a year or two at
Arbor, Mich. In 1839 he visited Peoria by
of Chicago, working for a time on "The

President of the Chicago Drainage Board, was
born in Alsace, France (now Germany), brought
to America in infancy and reared on a farm ia

EASTMAN,

ville,

1837 he

Ann
way

Zebina,

anti-slavery

journalist,

and Wisconsin.

—

ECKHART, Bernard

A.,

manufacturer and
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Vernon County, Wis. was eJucated at Milwaukee, and, in 1868, became clerk in the office of tlie
;

Eagle Milling Company of that city, afterwards
serving as its Eastern agent in various seaboard
cities.
He finally established an extensive milling business in Chicago, in which he is now
engaged. In 1884 he served as a delegate to the
National Waterway Convention at St. Paul and,
in 1886, was elected to the State Senate, serving
four years and taking a prominent part in drafting the Sanitary Drainage Bill passed by the
Thirty -sixth General Assembly. He has also been
prominent in connection with various financial
institutions, and, in 1891, was elected one of the
Trustees of the Sanitary District of Cliieago, was
re-elected in 1895 and chosen President of the
Board for the following year, and re-elected President in December, 1898.
EDBROOKE, Willoughby J., Supervising
Architect, was born at Deerfield, Lake County,
111., Sept. 3, 1843; brought up to the architectural
profession

by

his father

and under the instruc-

of Chicago arcliitects. During Mayor
Roche's administration he held the position of
Commissioner of Public Works, and, in April,
1891, was appointed Supervising Arcliitect of the
Treasury Department at Washington, in that
capacity supervising the construction of Government buildings at tlie World's Columbian Exposition.
Died, in Chicago, Blarcli 26, 1896.
EDDY, Henry, pioneer lawyer and editor,
was born in Vermont, in 1798, reared in New
York, learned the printer's trade at Pittsburg,
served in the War of ISIS, and was wounded in
the battle of Black Rock, near Buffalo came to
Shawneetown, 111., in 1818, where he edited "The
Illinois Emigrant," the earliest paper in that
part of the State was a Presidential Elector in
1824, a Representative in the Second and Fifteenth General Assemblies, and elected a Circuit
Judge in 1835, but resigned a few weeks later.
He was a Wliig in politics. Usher F. Linder, in
his "Reminiscences of the Early Bench and Bar
of Illinois," says of Mr. Eddy:
"When he
addressed the ooui-t, he elicited the most profound
attention.
He was a sort of walking law library.
He never forgot anything that he ever knew,
wliether law, poetry or belles lettres." Died,
tion

;

;

June

29, 1849.

EDDY, Thomas Mears, clergyman and
was born

in

Hamilton County, Ohio,

author,
Sept.

7,

from
was a Metliodist circuit preacher
becoming Agent of the American
3ible Society the latter year, and Presiding
1823; educated at Greensborough, Ind., and,

1842 to 1853,
in that State,

Elder of the Indianapolis district until 1856,

when

he was appointed editor of "The Northwestern
Christian Advocate," in Chicago, retiring from
that position in 1868. Later, he held pastorates

and Washington, and was chosen
one of the Corresponding Secretaries of tlie Missionary Society by the General Conference of
1872.
Dr. Eddy was a copious writer for the

in Baltimore

press, and, besides occasional sermons, published

of reriiiniscences and personal
sketches of prominent Illinoisans in the War of
the Rebellion under the title of "Patriotism of
Illinois" (1865).
Died, in New York City, Oct.

two volumes

7,

1874.

EDGAR, John, early settler at Kaskaskia, was
born in Ireland and, during the American Revolution, served as an officer in the British navy,
but married an American woman of great force
of character who sympathized strongly with the
patriot cause.
Having become involved in the
desertion of three British soldiers whom his wife
had promised to assist in reaching tlie American
camp, he was compelled to flee. A fter remaining
for a while in the American army, during which
he became the friend of General La Fayette, he
sought safety by coming west, arriving at Kaskaskia in 1784. His property was confiscated, but
his wife succeeded in saving some §12,000 from
the wreck, with which she joined him two years
He engaged

in business and became an
being credited, during
with the ownership of nearly
50,000 acres situated in Randolph, Monroe, St.
Clair, Madison, Clinton, Washington, Perry and
Jackson Counties, and long kno^ii as the "Edgar
lauds." He also purchased and rebuilt a mill
near Kaskaskia which had belonged to a Frenchman named Paget, and became a large shipper of
flour at an early day to tlie Southern markets.
When St. Clair County was organized, in 1790, he
was appointed one of the Judges of the Common
Pleas Court, and so appears to have continued
On the
for more than a quarter of a century.
later.

extensive

land-Owner,

Territorial days,

establishment of a Territorial Legislature for the
Northwest Territory, he was chosen, in 1799, one
of the members for St. Clair County the Legislature holding its session at ChilUcothe, in the
present State of Ohio, imder the administration
of Governor St. Clair.
He was also appointed a
Major-General of militia, retaining the office for
many years. General and Mrs. Edgar were
leaders of society at the old Territorial capital,
and, on the visit of La Fayette to Kaskaskia in
1825, a reception was given at their liouse to the
distinguished Frenchman, whose acquaintance

—
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made more than

forty years before.

He

Edgar (.'ounty, in the
was named in honor of

at Kaskaskia. in 1832.

eastern part of

State,

tlie

General Edgar. He was Worshipful Master of
the first Lodge of Ancient Free and Accepted

Masons in

Illinois,

constituted at Kaskaskia in
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General Assembly. In 1872 he was elected
Attorney-General on the Republican ticket and
re-elected in 1876.
At the expiration of Ids
second term he took up his residence in Chicago,
where he afterwards devoted himself to the practice of

his profession,

until

his

death,

which

occurred, June 20, 1892.

1806.

EDGAR COUNTY,

one of the middle tier of
counties from north to south, lying on the eastern border of the State; was organized in 1823,
and named for General Edgar, an early citizen of
Kaskaskia. It contains 630 square miles, witli
a population (1890) of 26,787. Tlie county is
nearly square, well watered an<l wooded. Most
of the acreage is under cultivation, grain-growing
and stock-raising being the principal industries.
Generally, the soil is black to a considerable
depth, tliough at some points especially adjoining the timber lands in the ea.st the soft, brown
clay of the subsoil colnes to the surface. Beds of
the drift period, one hundred feet deep, are found
in the northern portion, and some twenty-five
years ago a nearly perfect skeleton of a mastodon
was exhumed. A bed of limestone, twenty-five
feet thick, crops out near Baldwinsville and runs
along Brouillet's creek to the State line. Paris, the
county-seat, is a railroad center, and has a popuVermilion and Dudley are
lation of some 5,000.
prominent shipping points, while Chrisman,

—

which was an unbroken

—

prairie in

1872,

was

credited with a population of 830 in 1890.
EDIXBURG, a village of Christian County,
on the Baltimore & Ohio Southwestern Railway,
18 miles southeast of Springfield; has one or two
banks and one newspaper. The region is agrithough some coal is mined here. Popu-

cultural,

lation (1880),

.5.51;

(1890), 806.

EDSALL, James

Kirtland, former Attorney
General, was born at Windham, Greene County,
N. Y„ May 10, 1831. After passing through the
common-schools, he attended an academy at
Prattsville, N.Y., supporting himself meanwhile,
by working upon a farm. He read \a,\v at Prattsville and Catskill, and was admitted to the bar at
Albany in 18.52. The next two years he spent in
Wisconsin and Minnesota, and, in 18.54, removed
,

to Leavenworth, Kan.

He was

Legislature of that State in

18o.5,

elected to the

being a

member

Topeka (free-soil) body when it was broken
up by United States troops in 1856. In Augast,
18.56, he
settled at Dixon, 111., and at once
engaged in practice. In 1863 he was elected
Jlayorof that city, and, in 1870, was chosen State
Senator, serving on the Committees on Municipalities and Judiciary in the Twenty-seventh

of the

EDUCATION.
The first step in the direi-tion of tlie establishment of a system of free schools for the region

now comprised within

the State of Illinois vi-as
taken in the enactment by Congress, on May 20,
1785, of "An Ordinance for Ascertaining the
mode of disposing of lands in the Western Territory." This applied specifically to the region
northwest of the Ohio River, which had been
acquired through the conquest of the "Illinois
Country" by Col. George Rogers Clark, acting
under the auspices of the State of Virginia and
by authority received from its Governor, the
patriotic Patrick Henry.
This act for the first
time established the present system of township
(or as it was then called, "rectangular") surveys,
devised by Capt. Thomas Hutchins, who became
the first Surveyor-General (or "Geographer," as
the office was styled) of the United States imder
tlie same act.
Its important feature, in this connection, was the provision "that there shall be
reserved the lot No. 10 of every township, for the
maintenance of public schools within the township. "
The same reservation (the term "section"
l)eing substituted for "lot" in the act of May 18,
1796) was made in all subsequent acts for the sale
of public lands the acts of July 23, 1787, and
June 20, 1788, declaring that "the lot No. 16 in
each township, or fractional part of a township,"
shall be "given perpetually for the purpose contained in said ordinance" (i. e., the act of 1785).
The next step was taken in the Ordinance of 1787

—

(Art. III.), in the declaration that, "religion,
morality and knowledge being nece.ssary for the
happiness of mankind, schools and the means of
education shall forever be encoui-aged. " The
reservation referred to in the act of 1785 (and
subsequent acts) was reiterated in the "enabling
act" passed by Congress, April 18, 1818, authorizing the people of Illinois Territory to organize a
State Government, and was formally accepted bjthe Convention which formed the first State
Constitution. The enabling act also set apart one
entire township (in addition to one previously
donated for the same purpose by act of Congress
in 1804) for the use of a seminary of learning.

,
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together with three per cent of the net proceeds
of the sales of public lands within the State, "to
be appropriated by the Legislature of the State
for the encouragement of learning, of which onesixth part" (or nue-half of one per cent) "shall
be exclusively bestowed on a college or university."

Thus, the plan for the establishment of a

system of free public education in

Illinois

had

its

inception in the first steps for the organization of
the Northwest Territory, was recognized in the
Ordinance of 1787 which reserved that Territory
forever to freedom, and was again reiterated in
the preliminary steps for the organization of the

State Government. These several acts became
the basis of that permanent provision for the
encouragement of education known as the "township," "seminary" and "college or university"
funds.

Early Schools.—Previous to this, however, a
beginning had been made in the attempt to establish schools for the benefit of the children of the

One John Seeley is said to have taught
the first American school within the territory of
Illinois, in a log-cabin in Monroe County, in 1783,
followed by others in the next twenty years in
Monroe, Randolph, St. Clair and Madison CounSeeley "s earliest successor was Francis
ties.
Clark, who, in turn, was followed by a man
pioneers.

named Halfpenny, wlio afterwards built a mill
near the present town of Waterloo in Monroe
County.

Among the teachers of a

still

later period

were John Boyle, a soldier in Col. George Rogers
Clark's army, who taught in Randolph Coimty
between 1790 and 1800; John Atwater, near
Edwardsville, in 1807, and John Messinger, a sur-

who was a member of the Constitutional
Convention of 1818 and Speaker of the first House
of Representatives. The latter taught in the
vicinity of Shiloh in St. Clair Coimty, afterwards
the site of Rev. John M. Peck's Rock Spring
Seminary. The schools which existed during

veyor,

and for many years after the organization of the State Government, were necessarily
few, widely scattered and of a very primitive
character, receiving their support entirely by
this period,

subscription from their patrons.

First Free School Law and Sales op
School Lands.— It has been stated that the first
free school in the State was established at Upper
Alton, in 1821, but there is good reason for believing this claim was based upon the power granted
by the Legislature, in an act passed that year, to
establish such schools there, which power was
never carried into effect. The first attempt to
establish a free-school system for the whole State

was made

in January, 1825, in the passage of a
introduced by Joseph Dimcan, afterwards a
Congressman and Governor of the State. It
nominally appropriated two dollars out of each one
hundred dollars received in the State Treasury,
to be distributed to those who had paid taxes or
bill

So
for the support of schools.
small was the aggregate revenue of the State at
that time (only a little over §60,000), that the
sum realized from this law would have been but

subscriptions

little

more than

It remained
and was repealed in 1829,

§1,000 per year.

practically a dead letter

when

the State inaugurated the policy of selling
the seminary lands and borrowing the proceeds
In this
for the payment of current expenses.
way 43,200 acres (or all but four and a half sections) of the seminary lands were disposed of,
realizing less than 860,000. The first sale of
township school lands took place in Greene
Coimty in 1831, and, two years later, the greater

part of the school section in the heart of the
present city of Chicago was sold, producing
about 839,000. The average rate at which these
sales were made, up to 1883, was §3.78 per acre,
That
and the minimum, 70 cents per acre.
these lands have, in very few instances, produced
the results expected of them, was not so much
the fault of tlie system as of those selected to
administer it— whose bad judgment in premature
sales, or whose complicity with the schemes of
speculators, were the means, in many cases, of
squandering what might otherwise have furnished
a liberal provision for the support of public
schools in many sections of the State. Mr. W. L.
Pillsbury, at present Secretary of the University
of Illinois, in a paper printed in the report of the
State Superintendent of Public Instruction for
1885-86 to which the writer is indebted for many
of the facts presented in this article— gives to
Chicago the credit of establishing the first free
schools in the State in 1834, while Alton followed

—

in 1837,

and Springfield and Jacksonville

Early Higher

Institutions.

—A

in 1840.

movement

looking to the establishment of a higher institution of learning in Indiana Territory (of which
Illinois then formed a part), was inaugurated by
tlie passage, through the Territorial Legislature at
Vincennes, in November, 1806, of an act incorporating the University of Indiana Territory to be
located at Vincennes. One provision of the act

authorized the raising of §30,000 for the institumeans of a lottery. A Board of Trustees

tion by

was promptly organized, with Gen. William
Henry Harrison, then the Territorial Governor,
at its

head but, beyond the erection of a building,
;

HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.
was

niaile.
Twenty-one years
later (1827) the first successful attempt to found
an advanced school was made by tlie indomitable
Rev. John M. Peck, resulting in the establishment of liis Theological Seminar_v and High

little

progress

School at Rock Springs, St. Clair County, which,
in 1831, became the nucleus of Shurtleff College at
Upper Alton. In like manner, Lebanon Seminary, established in 1838, two years later
expanded into McKendree College, while instruction began to be given at Illinois College, Jacksonville, in December, 1829, as tlie outcome of a
movement started by a band of young men at
Yale College in 1827 these several institutions
being formally incorporated by tlie same act of
the Legislature, passed in 1835.
(See sketches of

—

these Institutions.)

Educational Conventions.— In 1833 there
was held at Vandalia (then the State capital) tlie
first of a series of educational conventions, which
were continued somewhat irregularly for twenty
years, and whose history is remarkable for the
number of those participating in them who afterwards gained distinction in State and National
history.
At first these conventions were held at
the State capital during the sessions of the General Assembly, when the chief actors in them
were members of that body and State officers,
with a few other friends of education from the
ranks of professional or business men. At the
convention of 1833, we find, among those participating, the names of Sidney Breese, afterwards a
United States Senator and Justice of the Supreme
Court; Judges. D. Lockwood, then of the Supreme
Court; W. L. D. Ewing, afterwards acting Governor and United States Senator O. H. Browning,
afterwards United States Senator and Secretary
of the Interior; James Hall and John Russell,
the most notable writers in the State in their day,
besides Dr. J. M. Peck, Archibald Williams,
Benjamin Mills, Jesse B. Thomas, Henry Eddy
;

and

prominent in their several departIn a second convention at the same
two years later, Abraham Lincoln,
Stephen A. Douglas and Col. John J. Hardin
others, all

ments.

place, nearly

were participants. At Springfield, in 1840, professional and literary men began to take a more
prominent part, although the members of the
Legislature were present in considerable force.

A

convention held at Peoria, in

1.S44,

was made

up largely
oflScers,

of professional teachers and school
with a few citizens of local prominence

and the same may be said of those held at Jacksonville in 1845, and later at Chicago and other
points.
Various attempts were made to form

permanent educational societies, finally resulting, in December, 18.~>4, in the organization of the
"State Teachers' Institute,"' which, three years
took the name of the "State Teachers'
Association" though an association of the same
name was organized in 1836 and continued in
existence several years.
later,

—

State Superintendent and School Jour-

—

nals. The appointment of a State Superintendent of Public Instruction began to be agitated as
early as 1837, and was urged from time to time iii
memorials and resolutions by educational conventions, by the educational press, and in the State
Legislature but it was not until February, 1854,
that an act was passed creating the office, when
the Hon. Ninian W. Edwards was appointed by
Gov. Joel A. Matteson, continuing in office until
his successor was elected in 185G.
"The Common
School Advocate" was published for a year at
Jacksonville, beginning with January, 1837; in
1841 "The Illinois Common School Advocate"
began publication at Springfield, but was discontinued after the issue of a few numbers. In 1855
was established "The Illinois Teacher." This
was merged, in 1873, in "The Illinois Schoolmaster," which became the organ of the State
Teachers' Association, so remaining several years.
The State Teachers' Association has no official
organ now, but the "Public School Journal" is
the chief educational publication of the State.
Industrial Education. In 1851 was instituted a movement which, although obstructed for
.some time by partisan opposition, has been
followed by more far-reaching results, for the
country at large, than any single measure in the
history of education since the act of 1785 setting
apart one section in each township for the support
of public schools. This was the scheme formulated by the late Prof. Jonathan B. Turner, of
Jacksonville, for a system of practical scientific
education for the agricultural, mechanical and
other industrial classes, at a Farmers' Convention
held under the aaspices of the Buel Institute (an
Agricultural Society), at Granville, Putnam
County, Nov. 18, 1851. While proposing a plan
for a "State University" for Illinois, it also advocated, from the outset, a "University for the
industrial classes in each of the States,'' by way
of supplementing the work which a "National
Institute of Science," such as the Smithsonian
;

—

was expected to accomThe proposition attracted the attention

Institute at Washington,
plish.

of persons interested in the cause of industrial

education

in

other

States,

especially in

York and some of the New England

States,

New
and

—
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received their hearty endorsement and cooperation.
The Granville meeting was followed by a
series of similar conventions held at Springfield,

June

,

8,

1853; Chicago, Nov. 24, 1853; Springfield,

4, 1853, and Springfield, Jan. 1, 18.55, at
which the scheme was still further elaborated.
At the Springfield meeting of January, 1853, an
organization was formed under the title of the
"Industrial League of the State of Illinois," with

Jan.

a view to disseminating information, securing
more thorough organization on the part of friends
of the measure, and the employment of lecturers
to address the people of the State on the subject.
At the same time, it was resolved that "this Convention memorialize Congress for the purpose of
obtaining a grant of public lands to establish and
endow industrial institutions in each and every
State in the Union." It is worthy of note that
this resolution contains the central idea of the
act passed by Congress nearly ten years after-

ward, making appropriations of public lands for
the establishment and support of industrial
colleges in the several States, which act received
the approval of President Lincoln, July 3, 1863
a similar measure having been vetoed by President Buchanan in February, 1859. Tlie State
was extensively canvassed by Professor Turner,
Mr. Bronson Murray (now of New York), the late
Dr. R. C. Rutherford and others, in behalf of the
objects of the League, and the Legislature, at its
session of 1853, by unanimous vote in both houses,
adopted the resolutions commending tlie measure
and instructing the United States Senators from
Illinois, and requesting its Representatives, to
give it their support. Though not specifically
contemplated at the outset of the movement, the
Convention at Springfield, in January, 1855, proposed, as a part of the scheme, the establishment
of a "Teachers' Seminary or Normal School
Department," which took form in the act passed
at the session of 1857, for the establishment of
the State Normal School at Normal. Although
delayed, as already stated, the advocates of industrial education in Illinois, aided by those of other
States,

finally

triumphed in

received by the State as

tlie

created by act of the Legislature in February,
18.54, and the act of 1855 was but a natural corollary of the previous measure, giving to the people

a uniform system, as the earlier one had provided
an official for its administration. Since then
there have been many amendments of the school
law, but these have been generally in the direction of securing greater efficiency, but without departure from the principle of securing
to all the children of the State the equal
privileges of a common-school education.
The
development of the system began practicallj'
about 1857, and, in the next quarter of a
century, the laws on the subject had grown
into a considerable volume, while the numberless decisions, emanating from tlie office of the
State Superintendent in construction of these

made up a volume of still larger proportions.
The following comparative table of school
and 1896, compiled from the

laws,

statistics, for I860

Reports of the State Superintendent of Public
Instruction, will illustrate the growth of the
its more important features:

system in some of

I860.

Population
Nu. of Persons of School Age

(

No. uf Puplla enrolled
•
School Districts
Public Schools
"

Graded
Public

"

result of this act

ture in 1867, the "Illinois Industrial University"
now the University of Illinois at Champaign,

—

more than forty similar instimany States and Territories, based
upon the same general act of C

Teachers

Teachers

Monthly

Wages

267
12,6S2
7,057
18,359

14,708

25,416

5180.00

J300.00

75.00

280.00
14.00

4.00

10.00

28.82

67.76

paid

Female Teachers
No. of Private Schools
No. of Pupils In Private Schools.
Interest on State and County Funds
.

Funda

557
8,221
8,223
6,485

8.00

Lowest
Moulhly Wages paid
Female Teachers...
Average Monthly Wages paiil Male

received
Amount of

1,384,367
898,619
11,615
12,623
1,887

27»

.Schools

Average

(est.) 4,250,000

•549.604
"M72.247
8,956
9,162
294

Hiah Schools

'
School Houses built duriiiK
tbeyear
Whole No. of School Houses
No. of .Male Teachers
•
iVinale Teachers
Whole No. of Teachers in Public

Female Teacliers
Lowest Mouttily Wages paid Male

to 480,000 acres, besides subsequent do(See University of Illinois; also Turner,
Jonathan Baldirin.) On the foundation thus
furnished was established, by act of the Legisla-

1896.

1,711,951

be-

tween6and21l

Highest Monthly Wages paid Male
Teachers
Highest Monthly
Wages paid

nations.

to say nothing of

existence in

The lands

1863.

amounted

—

Free-School System.—While there may be
have been a sort of free-school system in
Illinois previous to 1855, it was
limited to a few fortunate districts possessing
funds derived from the sale of school-lands situated witliin their respective limits. The system
of free schools, as it now exists, based upon
general taxation for the creation of a permanent
school fund, had its origin in the act of that
year.
As already shown, the office of State
Superintendent of Public Instruction had been
said to

.

18.80

500

80.63
2,619

29,264

139,%9

$73,450.38

$65,583.63

Income from Township
322,852.00

889,614.20

tutions in as

•Only white children were Included In these

statistics for
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in.struct

Amount received from
"
•
trictTaxes

"

State Ta.T..
Special Dis-

t

C90,ooo.oo
i,':65,i:tT.oii

f l.iioo.uoo.oo
i;i,

133,809.61

Amount

received from Bonds during the year
Total Amount received during the

year by School

Amount

Distrirt.s

1,542,211.00

15,607.172.50
2,772,829.32
7.186.105.67
9,958,934.99

348,728.00

1,873,757.25

2,193,455.00

paid Male Teachers

Female

"

•

Whole amount paid Teachers ....
Aniuuut paid for new School
Houses

Amount

617,960.93

paid for repairs and im-

"

1,070,755.09

paid fur School Furniture.
"
"
Apparatus
" Books for Dis"

trict Libraries

Total E.tpendituri-s

Estimated value uf School Property
"

"

•*

Libraries..

"

Apparatus

24,837.00
8.5G3.UO

lW,8,1(i.64

164,298.92

30.124 00

13.664.97

2.'.'59..S(i8.oo

14.614,627.31
42,780.2117.00

13.304,892.00

377,819.00
607,389.00

The sums annually disbursed for incidental
expenses on account of superintendence and the
cost of maintaining the higher institutions established, and partially or wliolly supported bj' the
State, increase tlie total expenditures by some
$600,000 per annum. These liigher institutions
include the Illinois State Normal University at
Normal, the Southern Illinois Normal at Carbondale and the University of Illinois at Urbana; to
which were added by the Legislature, at its session of 189.J, the Eastern Illinois Normal School,
afterwards established at Charleston, and the
Northern Illinois Normal at De Kalb. These
institutions, although under supervision of the
State, are partly supported by tuition fees.
(See
description
several

of

these

under

institutions

The normal schools— as

titles.)

their
tlieir

—

names

indicate are primarily designed for the
training of teachers, although other classes of
pupils are admitted under certain conditions,

including the payment of tuition. At the University of Illinois instruction is given in the clasthe sciences, agriculture and the mechanic
In addition to these the State supports four
other institutions of an educational rather than a
custodial character viz. the Institution for the
Education of the Deaf and Dumb and the Institution for the Blind, at Jacksonville the Asylum
for the Feeble-Miiided at Lincoln, and the Soldiers' Orphans" Home at Normal.
The estimated
value of the property connected with tliese
several institutions, in addition to the value of
school property given in the preceding table, will
increase the total (exclusive of permanent funds)
sics,

arts.

—

:

;

to

§47,1.5.5,374.9.5,

of

which

examinations of

persons

desiring

to

§4,37.5,107.95 repre-

and a Board of District Directors or
and villages Boards
The two last named Boards have
power to employ teachers and, generally, to supervise the management of schools in districts.
The
State Superintendent is entrusted with general
supervision of the common-school system of the
State, ancl it is his duty to advise and assist
County Superintendents, to visit State Charitable
Treasurer,

institutions, to issue official circulars to teachers,

ing to him by appeal from County Superintendents and others, and to make full and detailed
tlie operations of his office to the
Governor, biennially. He is also made ex-officio
a member of the Board of Trustees of the University of Illinois and of the several Normal Schools,
and is empowered to grant certificates of two
different grades to teachers the higher grade to
be valid during the lifetime of the holder, and
the lower for two years. Certificates granted by
County Superintendents are aLso of two grades
and have a tenure of one and two years, respectively, in the county where given. The conditions
for securing a certificate of the first (or twoyears") grade, require that the candidate shall be
of good moral character and qualified to teach
orthography, reading in English, penmanship,
arithmetic, modern geography, English grammar,
the elements of tlie natural sciences, the liistory
of the United States, physiology and the laws of
health. The second grade (or one-year) certificate calls for examination in the branches ju.st
enumerated, except the natural sciences, physiology and laws of health but teachers employed
exclusively in giving instruction in music, drawing, penmanship or other special branches, may
take examinations in these branches alone, but
are restricted, in teaching, to those in which they
reports of

—

:

have

been

empowered

examined.
to establish

—

County Boards are
County Normal Schools

mentioned.

schools,

Powers and Duties of Superintendents
AND Other School Officers.—Each county

schools

County Superintendent of Schools, whose

it is

to visit schools, conduct teacliers" insti-

tutes, advise

with teachers and school

officers

and

—

school officers and others in regard to their rights
and duties under the general school code; to
decide controverted questions of school law, com-

for the education of teachers for the

duty

become

of Education.

sents property belonging to the institutions above

elects a

conduct

teachers, and exercise general supervision over
school affairs within his county. The subordinate officers are Townshijj Trustees, a Township
in place of the latter in cities

provements

Amount

151

in their respective duties,

common

and the management of such normal
placed in the hands of a County Board

is

of Education, to consist of not less than five nor
more than eight persons, of whom the Chairman
of the

County Board and the County Superinsliall be ex-officio members.

tendent of Schools

—
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Boards of Education and Directors

may

establish

kindergartens (when authorized to do so by vote
of a majority of the voters of their districts), for
children between the ages of four and six years,
but the cost of supporting the same must be

defrayed by a special tax.
vision of the School

Law

—A

compulsory pro-

requires that each child,

between the ages of seven and fourteen years,
shall be sent to school at least sixteen weeks of
each year, imless otherwise instructed in the
elementary branches, or disqualified by physical
or mental disability. Under the provisions of an

—

act,

passed in 1891,

any

office created

women

are

made

eligible to

by the general or special school
laws of the State, when twenty -one years of age
or upwards, and otherwise possessing the same
qualifications for the office as are prescribed for

men.
State

(For list of incumbents in the office of
Superintendent, see Superintendents of

P^Mic

Instruction.

EDWARDS,
and

editor,

)

Arthur, D.D., clergyman, soldier
at Norwalk, Ohio, Nov. 23,

was born

1834; educated at Albion, Mich., and the Wesleyan University of Ohio, graduating from the
latter in 1858 entered the Detroit Conference of
the Methodist Episcopal Church the same year,
was ordained in 1860 and, from 1861 vmtil after
the battle of Gettysburg, served as Chaplain of
the First Michigan Cavalry, when he resigned to
accept the colonelcy of a cavalry regiment. In
1864, he was elected assistant editor of "The
Northwestern Christian Advocate" at Chicago,
and, on the retirement of Dr. Eddy in 1873,
became Editor-in-chief, being re-elected every
four years thereafter to the present time. He
has also been a member of each General Conference since 1872, was a member of the Ecumenical
Conference at London in 1881, and has held other
positions of prominence within the church.
EDWARDS, Cyrus, pioneer lawyer, was born
in Montgomery County, Md., Jan. 17, 1793; at the
age of seven accompanied his parents to Kentucky, where he received his primary education,
and studied law was admitted to the bar at Kaskaskia. 111., in 1815, Ninian Edwards (of whom he
was the youngest brother) being then Territorial
Governor. During the next fourteen years he
resided alternately in Missouri and Kentucky,
and, in 1829, took up his residence at Edwardsville.
Owing to impaired health he decided to
abandon his profession and engage in general
business, later becoming a resident of Upper
Alton. In 1833 he was elected to the lower house
of the Legislature as a Whig, and again, in 1840
and '60, the last time as a Republican was State
;

;

;

Senator from 1835 to "39, and was also the Whig
candidate for Governor, in 1838, in opposition to
Thomas Carlin (Democrat), who was elected. He
served in the Black Hawk War, was a member of
the Constitutional Convention of 1847, and especially interested in education and in public charibeing, for thirty-five years, a Trustee of
College, to which he was a most
munificent benefactor, and which conferred on
him the degree of LL.D. in 1852. Died at Upper
Alton, September, 1877.
EDWARDS, Ninian, Territorial Governor and
United States Senator, was born in Montgomery
County, Md. March 17, 1775 for a time had the
celebrated William Wirt as a tutor, completing
his course at Dickinson College.
At the age of 19
he emigrated to Kentucky, where, after squandering considerable money, he studied law and, step
by step, rose to be Chief Justice of the Court of
Appeals. In 1809 President Madison appointed
him the first Territorial Governor of Illinois.
This office he held until the admission of Illinois
as a State in 1818, when he was elected United
Sates Senator and re-elected on the completion of
his first (the short) term.
In 1836 he was elected
Governor of the State, his successful administration terminating in 1830.
In 1832 he became a
candidate for Congress, but was defeated by
Charles Slade. He was able, magnanimous and
incorruptible, although charged with aristocratic
tendencies which were largely hereditary. Died,
at his home at Belleville, on July 20, 1883, of
cholera, the disease having been contracted
ties,

Shurtleff

;

,

through self-sacrificing efforts to assist sufferers
from the epidemic. His demise cast a gloom
over the entire State. Two valuable volumes
bearing upon State history, comprising his correspondence with many public men of his time,
have been published the first under the title of
"History of Illinois and Life of Ninian Edwards,"
by his son, the late Ninian Wirt Edwards, and
the other "The Edwards Papers," edited by the
late Elihu B. Washburne, and printed imder the
auspices of the Chicago Historical Society.
Ninian Wirt (Edwards), son of Gov. Ninian
Edwards, was born at Frankfort, Ky., April 15,
;

year his father became Territorial
Illinois; spent his boyhood at KasEdwardsville and Belleville, and was
educated at Transylvania University, graduating
in 1833.
He married Elizabeth P. Todd, a sister
of Mrs. Abraham Lincoln, was appointed Attorney-General in 1834, but resigned in 1835, when
he removed to Springfield. In 1836 he was
elected to the Legislature from Sangamon
1809,

the

Governor of
kaskia,

mSTOKlCAL E.NtVCLorEDlA
County, as the colleague of AViraham Lincoln,
being cue of the celebiateil "Long Nine, "and
was influential in securing the removal of the
State capital to Springfield.

He was

re-elected

to the House in 1838, to the State Senate in 1844,
and again to the House in 1848 was also a member of the Constitutional Convention of 1847.
Again, in 18.50, he was elected to the House, but
resigned on account of his change of politics
from Whig to Democratic, and, in the election to
fill the vacancy, was defeated by James C. Conk;

ling.
He served as Superintendent of Public
Instruction by appointment of Governor Matte18.54-.57,
and, in 1,861, was ap)X)inted by
President Lincoln, Captain Commissary of Subwhich position lie filled until June, 186.5,
since which time he remained in private life. He
is the author of the "Life and Times of Ninian
Edwards" (1870), which was prepared at the
request of the State Historical Society. Died, at

son,

sistence,

—

Benjamin Stevenson
3, 18.Si).
(Edwards), lawyer and jurist, another son of Gov.
Ninian Edwards, was born at Edwardsville, III.,
June 3, 1818, graduated from Yale College in
1838, and was admitted to the bar the following
year.
Originally a Wliig, he subsequentlj'
became a Democrat, was a Delegate to the Con.stitutional Convention of 1863, and, in 1868, vvas
an unsuccessful candidate for Congress in opposition to Shelby M. Cullom.
In 1869 he was elected
Circuit Judge of the Springfield Circuit, but
within eighteen months resigned the position,
preferring the excitement and emoluments of
private practice to the dignity and scanty salary
attaching to the bench. As a lawyer and as a
citizen he was universally respected.
Died, at
his home in Springfield, Feb. 4, 1886, at the time
of his decease being President of the Illinois
State Bar Association.
EDWARDS, Richard, educator, ex-Superintendent of Public Instruction, was born in Cardiganshire, Wales, Dec. 23. 1822; emigrated with
his parents to Portage County, Ohio, and began
life on a farm;
later graduated at the State
Normal School, Bridgewater, Mass., and from
the Polytechnic Institute at Troy, N. Y., receiving the degrees of Bachelor of Science and Civil
Engineer served for a time as a civil engineer
on the Boston water works, then beginning a
career as a teacher which continued almost uninterruptedly for thirty-five years.
During this
period he was connected with the Normal School
at Bridgewater a Boys' High School at Salem,
and the State Normal at the same place, coming
west in 1857 to establish the Normal School at St.
Springfield, Sept.

;

;

(»F

Louis, Mo.,

ILLINOIS.

still

later

becoming

is:!

I'rinripiil

of the

Louis High School, and, in 1»S62, accepting the
Presidency of the State Normal University, at
Normal, 111. It was here where Dr. Edwards,
remaining fourteen years, accomplished his
greatest work and left his deepest impress upon
the educational system of the State by personal
contact with its teachers. The ne.vt nine years
were spent as pastor of the First Congregational
church at Princeton, when, after eighteen
months in the service of Knox College as Financial Agent, he was again called, in 1886, to a
closer connection with the educational field by
his election to the office of State Superintendent
of Public Instruction, serving until 1891, when,
having failed of a re-election, he soon after
assumed the Presidency of Blackburn University
at Carlinville.
Failing health, however, compelled his retirement a year later, when he
removed to Bloomington, which is now (1898)
St.

his place of residence.

EDWARDS

COUXTY, situated in the southeastern part of the State, between Richland and
White on the north and south, and Wabash and
Wayne on the east and west, and touching the
Ohio River on

its

southeastern border.

It

was

separated from Gallatin County in 1814, during
the Territorial period. Its territory was diminished in 1824 by the carving out of Wabash

County. The surface is diversified by prairie
soil fertile and well adapted to
the raising of both wheat and corn. The principal streams, besides the Ohio, are Bonpas Creek,
on the east, and the Little Wabash River on the
west.
Pahnyra (a place no longer on the map)
was the seat for holding the first county court,
in 1S15, John Mcintosh, Seth (Jard and William
Barney being the Judges. Albion, the p'-esent
county -seat (population, 937), was laid out by
Morris Birkbeck and George Flower (emigrants
from England), in 1810, and settled largely by
their countrymen, but not incorporated until
186«(.
The area of the county is 220 s(iuare
miles, and population, in 1890, 9,444.
Grayville,
with a population of 2,000 in 1890, is partly in
this county, though mostly in White.
Edwards

and timber, the

County was named

in

honor of Ninian Edwards,

the Territorial (Governor of

EDWARDSVILLE,

Illinoi.s.

the county-seat of Madison

County. 111. settled in 11^12 and named in honor
of Ninian Eiiwards. then the Territorial Governor.
It is situated on three lines of railway. 18
miles northeast of St. Louis, Mo. In early times
Edwardsville was the home of a number of the
most prominent men in the history of the State.
;
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including

Governor Edwards, Governor Coles

has brick yards, coal mines, flour
In a suburb of the
shops.
city (Leclaire) is a cooperative manufactory of
sanitary supplies, using large shops and doing a
prosperous business. Edwardsville has three
newspapers, one issued semiweekly. Population

and

others.

mills,

(1880),

It

and machine

2,887;

with suburb,

(1890),

3,561;

(1893,

estimated),

seat of Effingham County, 98 miles northeast
from St. Louis and 199 miles southwest of Chicago.

has three weekly papers and various manuPopulation (1880), 3,065; (1890), 3,260.
factures.
EFFINGHAM COUNTY, cut off from Fayette
It

(and separately organized) in 1831— named for
Gen. Edward Effingham. It is situated in the
central portion of the State, 62 miles northeast of
St. Louis; has an area of 490 square miles and a
population (1890) of 19.358. T. M. Short, I. Fanchon
and William I. Hawkins were the first County
Commissioners. Effingham, the coimty-seat, was
platted by Messrs. Alexander

and

Little in 1854.

Gillenwater. Hawkins and Brown were
the earliest settlers. Several lines of railway cross the county. Agricultm-e and sheepraising are leading industries, wool being one of

the principal products.
EGAN, WiUiam Bradsliaw, M.D., pioneer physican, was born in Ireland, Sept. 28, 1808; spent
his

youth in the study of

sur-

Dubgery in England,
lin.
About 1828 he went to Canada, taught for
Montreal
and
Quebec
schools
of
the
a time in
and, in 1830, was licensed by the Medical Board
of New Jersey and began practice at Newark in
later attending lectures at

that State, later practicing in New York. In
1833 he removed to Chicago and was early recognized as a prominent physician on July 4, 1836,
delivered the address at the breaking of ground
During the
for the Illinois & Michigan Canal.
;

early years of his residence in Chicago, Dr. Egan
was owner of the block on which the Tremont
House stands, and erected a number of houses
He was a zealous Democrat and a delegate
there.
to the first Convention of that party, held at
Joliet in 1843; was elected County Recorder in

1844
eral

and Representative
Assembly (1853-54).

ELBURN,

in the Eighteenth

a village of

Gen-

Died, Oct. 37, 1860.

Kane County, on the

Chicago & Northwestern Railway, 8 miles west
It has banks and a weekly newsof Geneva.
Population (1890), 584.
ELDORADO, a town in Saline County, on the
Cleveland, Cincinnati. Chicago & St. Louis, the
pai)er

&

newspaper;

ELDRIDGE, Hamiltou

N., lawyer and soldier,
at South Williamstown, Mass., August,
graduated at Williams College in the class

was born
1837

;

with President

Law

5,000.

EFFINGHAM, an incorporated city, the county-

some time during

& Nashville, and the St. Louis, Alton
Terre Haute Railroads; has a bank and one
district argicultural.
Population,
estimated, 1,200.
Louisville

Garfield, in 1856,

School, in 1857;

and at Albany

soon afterward came to

Chicago and began practice

;

in 1862 assisted in

organizing the One Hundred and Twenty-seventh
Illinois Volunteers, of which he was elected
Lieutenant-Colonel, before the end of the year
being promoted to the position of Colonel; distinguished himself at Arkansas Post, Chickamauga and in the battles before Vicksburg,
winning the rank of Brevet Brigadier-General,
but, after two years' service, was compelled to
retire on account of disability, being carried east
on a stretcher. Subsequently he recovered sufficiently to resume his profession, but died in
Chicago, Dec. 1, 1882, much regretted by a large
circle of friends, with whom he was exceedingly
popular.

ELECTIONS. The
in Illinois are of

elections of public officers

two general

classes

:

(I)

those

conducted in accordance with United States
laws, and (II) those conducted exclusively under
State laws.
I.

To the

first class

belong: (1) the election of

United States Senators; (2) Presidential Electors, and
(3 ) Representatives in Congress.
1.
(United States Senators). The election of
United States Senators, while an act of the State
Legislature, is conducted solely under forms prescribed by the laws of the United States. These
make it the duty of the Legislature, on the second
Tuesday after convening at the session next preceding the expiration of the term for which any
Senator may have been chosen, to proceed to
elect his successor in the following manner:
Each House is required, on the day designated, in
open session and by the viva voce vote of each
member present, to name some person for United
States Senator, the result of the balloting to be
entered on the journals of the respective Houses.
At twelve o'clock (M.) on the day following the
day of election, the members of the two Houses
meet in joint assembly, when the journals of both
Houses are read. If it appears that the same
person has received a majority of all the votes in
each House, he is declared elected Senator. If,
however, no one has received such majority, or
if either House has failed to take proceedings as
required on the preceding day, then the members

I
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of the two Houses, in joint assembly, proceed to
ballot for Senator by viva voce vote of members

which are made appointive by the Governor — are
elected by popular vote. Apart from county

present. Tlie person receiving a majority of all
the votes cast— a majority of the members of
both Houses being present and voting is declared
elected otherwise tlie joint assembly is renewed
at noon eacli legislative day of the session, and at
least one ballot taken until a Senator is chosen.
When a vacancy exists in the Senate at the time
of the assembling of the Legislature, the same
rule prevails as to the time of holding an election
to fill it; and, if a vacancy occurs during the
session, the Legislature is required to proceed to
an election on the second Tuesday after having
received official notice of such vacancy. The
tenure of a United States Senator for a full term
is six years— the regular term beginning with a
new Congress the two Senators from each State
belonging to different "cla.sses," so that their
terms expire alternately at periods of two and
four years from each other. 3. (Presidential
Electors). The choice of Electors of President
and Vice-President is made by popular vote
taken quadrennially on the Tuesday after the
first Monday in November.
The date of sucli
election is fixed by act of Congress, being the
same as that for Congressman, altliough the State
Legislature prescribes the manner of conducting
it and making returns of the same.
The number
of Electors chosen equals the number of Senators
and Representatives taken together (in 1899 it
was twenty-four), and they are elected on a general ticket, a plurality of votes being sufficient to
elect.
Electors meet at the State capital on the
second Monday of January after their election
(Act of Congi-ess, 1887), to cast the vote of the
State —3. (Members of Congress). The election of Representatives in Congress is also held
under United States law, occurring biennially
(on the even years) simultaneously with the general State election in November. Should Congress
select a different date for such election, it would
be the duty of the Legislature to recognize it by
a corresponding change in the State law relating
to the election of Congressmen.
The tenure of a
Congressman is two years, the election being by
Bistricts instead of a general ticket, as in the
case of Presidential Electors the term of each
Representative for a full term beginning with a
new Congress, on the 4th of March of the odd
years following a general election.
(See Congressional Apportionment.
II. All officers under the State Government
except Boards of Trustees of cliaritable and penal
institutions or the heads of certain departments,

officers they consist of three classes; (1) Legislative; (3) Executive; (3) Judicial
which are
chosen at different times and for different periods.
1. (Legislature).
Legislative officers consist of
Senators and Representatives, chosen at elections
held on the Tuesday after tlie first Monday of

—

;

—

—

—

—

November, biennially.

The regular term of a
whom there are flfty-one under the
present Constitution) is four years; twenty-five
(those in Districts bearing even numbers) being

Senator (of

chosen on the years in which a President and
Governor are elected, and the other twenty-six at
the intermediate period two years later. Thus,
one-half of each State Senate is composed of what
are called "hold-over" Senators. Representatives
are elected biennially at the November election,

and hold

office two years.
The qualifications as
to eligibility for a seat in the State Senate require

that the incumbent shall be 2.5 years of age,
while 31 years renders one eligible to a seat in
the House the Constitution requiring that each

—

have been a resident of the State for five
and of the District for which he is chosen,
two years next preceding his election. (See
Legislative Appcrtionment and Minority Representation.)
2.
(Executive Officers). The
officers constituting the Executive Department
shall

years,

—

include the Governor.
Lieutenant-Governor,
Secretary of State, Auditor of Public Accounts,
Treasurer, Superintendent of Public Instruction,
and Attorney-General. Each of these, except the
State Treasurer, holds office four years and with
the exception of the Treasurer and Superintendent of Public Instruction^are elected at the
general election at which Pre.sidential Electors
are chosen. The election of State Superintendent
occurs on the intermediate (even) years, and that
of State Treasurer every two years coincidently
witli the election of Governor and Superintendent
of Public Instruction, respectively.
(See E.vecutire Officers.)
In addition to the State officers
already named, three Tru.stees of the Universitv
of Illinois are elected biennially at the general

—

in November, each holding office fur
years.
These trustees (nine in number),
with the Governor, President of the State Board
of Agriculture and the Superintendent of Public
Instruction, constitute the Board of Trustees of
the University of Illinois.— 3. (Judiciary), The
Judicial DeiJartment embraces Judges of the
Supreme, Circuit and County Courts, and such
other subordinate officials as may be connected
with the administration of justice. For the

election
six

)
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election of

State

is

members

divided

of the

Supreme Court the

into seven

which elects a Justice
a term of nine years.

of the

The

Districts,

each of

Supreme Court

for

elections in five of

— the First, Second, Third, Sixth and
Monday in June every
Seventh —occur on the

these

first

ninth year from 1S79, the last election having
The elections in the
occurred in June, 1897.
other two Districts occur at similar periods of nine
years from 1876 and 1873, respectively the last
election in the Fourth District liaving occurred
in June, 1893, and that in the Fifth in 1891.—
Circuit Judges are chosen on the first Monday in
June every six years, counting from 1873. Judges
of the Superior Court of Cook County are elected
every six years at the November election. Clerks
of the Supreme and Appellate Courts are elected
at the November election for six years, the last
Under the act
election having occurred in 1896.
of April 3, 1897, consolidating the Supreme
Court into one Grand Division, the number of
Supreme Court Clerks is reduced to one, although
the Clerks elected in 1896 remain in office and have
charge of the records of their several Divisions
until the expiration of their terms in 1903. The
Supreme Court holds five terms annually at Springfield, beginning, respectively, on the first Tuesday
of October, December, February, April and June.
(Other Officers), (a) Members of the State
Board of Equalization (one for every Congressional District) are elective every four years at
the same time as Congressmen, (b) County
officers (excei^t County Commissioners not under
township organization) hold office for four years
and are chosen at the November election as
follows:
(1) At the general election at whicli
the Governor is chosen
Clerk of the Circuit
Court, State's Attorney, Recorder of Deeds (in
counties having a population of 60,000 or over).
Coroner and County Surveyor. (3) On intermediate years Sheriff, County Judge, Probate
Judge (in counties having a population of 70,000
and over). County Clerk, Treasurer, Superintendent of Schools, and Clerk of Criminal Com-t of
Cook County, (c) In counties not under township organization a Board of County Commissioners is elected, one being chosen in November of
each year, and eacli holding office three years,
(d) Under the general law the polls open at 8
a. m., and close at 7 p. m.
In cities accepting an
Act of the Legislature passed in 1885, the hour of
opening the polls is 6 a. m., and of closing 4 p. m.
(See also Australian Ballot.)

—

—

—

—

ELECTORS, (JUALIFICATIOXS OP.
Suffrage.

(See

ELGIN, an important city of Northern Illinois,
in Kane County, on Fox River and

situated

Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul and the
Chicago & Northwestern Railroads, 36 miles
northwest of Chicago. It has valuable waterpower, and over forty manufacturing establish-

the

ments of

different varieties, cliief

among them

being the National Watch Factory, one of the
largest in the world.
The city is also a great
dairy center, containing extensive creameries
and milk-condensing works, and having a butter
and cheese excliange whose quotations are telegraphed to all the principal commercial centers
of the country.
It is the location of the Northern
(Illinois) Hospital for the Insane.
The Fiftyfifth Congress made an appropriation for the
erection of a Government (post-office) building
here.
Population (1880), 8,787; (1890), 17,833.
The school census of 1891 placed the population at
30,000.

ELGIN, JOLIET & EASTERN RAILWAY. The
main line of this road extends west from Dyer on
the Indiana State line to Joliet, thence northeast
The total lengtli of the line (1898)
to Waukegan.
is 193.72 miles, of which 159.93 miles are in Illinois.
The entire capital of the company, including stock and indebtedness, amounted (1898), to
$13,799,630— more than $71,000 per mile. Its total
earnings in Illinois for the same j^ear were §1,213.
026, and its entire expenditure in the State,
The company paid in taxes, the same
$1,156,146.
year, $48,876.
Branch lines extend southerly
from Walker Junction to Coster, where connection is made with the Cleveland, Cincinnati,
Chicago & St. Louis Railroad, and northwesterly
from Normantown, on the main line, to Aurora.
—(History). The Elgin, Joliet & Eastern Railway was chartered in 1887 and absorbed the
-

Aurora & Northern Railwaj', from Joliet to
Aurora (31 miles), which had been commenced in
1886 and was completed in 1888, with extensions
from Joliet to Spaulding, 111., and from Joliet to
McCool, Ind. In January, 1891, the Companj'
purchased all the properties and franchises of the
Gardner, Coal City & Normantown and the
Waukegan & Southwestern Railway Companies
(formerly operated under lease). The former of
these two roads was chartered in 1889 and opened
in 1890.
The system forms a belt line around
Joliet,

Chicago, intersecting all railroads entering that
city from every direction.
Its traffic is chiefly
in the transportation of freight.

ELIZABETHTOWN, the
County.

It

county -seat of Hardin

stands on the north bank of the Ohio

River, 44 miles above Paducah, Ky.,

and about
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125 miles southeast of

Belleville.

has two

It

churches, two flouring mills, a bank and two
Population (1880), 484;
weekly newspapers.
(1890), 652.

ELKHART, a town

of Logan County, on the
Alton Railroad, 18 miles northeast of
has a coal
is a rich farming section
Population (1890), 361.
shaft.
ELKIX, William F., pioneer and early legislator, was born in Clark County, Ky., April 13,
1793; after spending several years in Ohio and
Indiana, came to Sangamon County, 111., in 1825;
was elected to the Sixth, Tenth and Eleventh
General Assemblies, being one of the "Long

Chicago

&

Springfield

;

;

Nine" from Sangamon County and, in

1861,

was

appointed by his former colleague (Abraham
Lincoln) Register of the Land Ofiice at SpringDied, in 1878.
field, resigning in 1873.
ELLIS, Edward F. W., soldier, was born at
Wilton, Maine, April 15, 1819; studied law and
was admitted to the bar in Ohio spent three years
(1849-53) in California, serving in the Legislature
of that State in 1851, and proving himself an
earnest opponent of slavery returned to Ohio the
next year, and, in 1854, removed to Rockford, 111.,
where he embarked in the banking business.
Soon after the firing on Fort Sumter, he organized the Ellis Rifles, which having been attached
to the Fifteenth Illinois, he was elected Lieutenant-Colonel of the regiment was in command at
the battle of Shiloh, April 6, 1863. and was killed
while bravely leading on his men.
;

;

;

ELLIS, (Rev.) Jolin Millot, early home miswas born in Keene, N. H., July 14, 1793;
came to Illinois as a home missionary of the
Presbyterian Church at an early day, and served
for a time as pastor of churches at Kaskaskia and
Jacksonville, and was one of the influential
sionary,

I

factors in securing the location of Illinois College at the latter place. His wife also conducted,
for some years, a private school for young ladies
at Jacksonville,
sonville

which developed

Female Academy

into the Jack-

in 1833,

and

is

still

maintained after a history of over sixty years.
Mr. Ellis was later associated with the establish-

ment

of

Wabash

College, at Crawfordsville, Ind.,

New Hampshire, where, in
he was pastor of a church at East Hanover.
In 1844 he again entered the service of the Society for Promoting Collegiate and Theological
Education in the West. Died, August 6, 1855.
finally returning to
1840,

ELLSAVORTH, Ephraim Elmer,

soldier,

first

victim of the Civil War. was born at Mechanics
He
ville, Saratoga County, N. Y., April 33, 1837.

came

to

Chicago at an early age, studied law.
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and became a patent solicitor. In 1860 he raised
a regiment of Zouaves in Chicago, which became
famous for the perfection of its discipline and
drill, and of which he was commissioned Colonel.
In 1861 he accompanied President Lincoln to
Washington, going from there to New York,
where he recruited and organized a Zouave
regiment composed of firemen. He became its
Colonel and the regiment was ordered to AlexanWhile stationed there Colonel Ellsdria, Va.
worth observed that a Confederate flag was
above a hotel owned bj- one Jackson.
Rushing to the roof, he tore it down, but before
he reached the street was shot and killed by
Jackson, who was in turn shot by Frank H.
Brownell, one of Ellsworth's men. He was the
Died, May
first Union soldier killed in the war.
flying

34, 1861.

ELMHURST (formerly Cottage Hill), a village
Du Page County, and residence suburb of
Chicago, on the Chicago & Northwestern Railroad, 15 miles west of Chicago; is the .seat of
the Lutheran Evangelical Seminary, has two
weeklj' papers, good common schools and several
churches. Population (1880), 733; (1890). 1,050.
ELMWOOD, a town of Peoria County, on the
Rock Island & Peoria branch of the Chicago,
Burlington & Quincy Railroad, 36 miles westnorthwest of Peoria the principal industries are
coal-mining and paper manufacture; has banks
and two newspapers. Population (1880), 1,.504;
of

;

(1890), 1,548.

EL PASO, a city in Woodford County, 17 miles
north of Bloomington. It has several grain elevators, large mills, a carriage factory and agricultural implement works. Bituminous coal is
found in the surrounding region, and a coal shaft
lias been sunk. A weekly paper is published here.
Population (1880), 1,390; (1890), 1,353.

EMBARRAS RIVER, rises in Champaign
County and runs southward through the counties
of Douglas, Coles and Cumberland, to Newton, in
Jasper County, where it turns to the southeast,
passing through Lawrence County, and entering
the Wabash River about seven miles below Vincennes.

It is

nearly 150 miles long.

EMMERSON, Cliarles, jm-ist, was bom at
Haverhill, Grafton County, N. H., April

came

15,

North
1811;

to Illinois in 1833, first settling at Jackson-

where he spent one term in Illinois College,
then studied law at Springfield, and, having been
admitted to the bar, began practice at Decatur,
where lie spent the remainder of his life except
three years (1847-50) during which he resided at
Paris, Edgar County.
In 1850 he was elected to
ville,

—
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the Legislature, aud, in 1853, to the Circuit bench,
serving on the latter by re-election till 1867. The
latter year he was a candidate for Justice of the
Supreme Court, but was defeated by the late
Judge Pinkney H. Walker. In 1869 he was
elected to the State Constitutional Convention,

but died in April, 1870, while the Convention was
still

in session.

ENFIELD,

a town of White County, at the
& Nashville with
the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis
Railway, 10 miles west of Carmi is tlie seat of
Southern lUinois College. The town also has a
bank and two newspapers. Population (1880),
intersection of the Louisville

;

717; (1890). 870.

ENGLISH, Joseph G., banker, was born at
Rising Sun, Ind., Dec. 17, 1820; lived for a time
at Perrysville and La Fayette in that State, finally
engaging in merchandising in the former; in
1853 removed to Danville, 111., where he formed
a partnership with John L. Tincher in mercantile
business; later conducted a private banking business and, in 1863, established the First National
lie has been President over twenty
served two terms as Mayor of Danwas elected a member of the State
Board of Equalization, and, for more than twenty
years, has been one of the Directors of tlie Cldcago
& Eastern Railroad. At the present time Jlr.

Bank, of which
years.

ville, in

He

1873

English, having practically retired from
ness, is spending most of his time in the West.

busi-

ENOS, Pascal Paoli, pioneer, was born at
Windsor, Conn., in 1770; graduated at Dartmouth
College in 1794, studied law, and, after spending
some years in Vermont, where he served as High
Sheriff of Windsor County, in September, 1815,
removed West, stopping first at Cincinnati. A
year later he descended the Ohio by flat-boat to
Shawneetown,

111.,

crossed

the State by land,

and later at
Then, having purchased a tract of land
Madison County, 111., he remained there about
two years, when, in 1823, having received from
President Monroe the appointment of Receiver of
the newly established Land Office at Springfield,
he removed thither, making it his permanent
home. He was one of the original purchasers of
the land on vrhich the city of Springfield now
stands, and joined with Maj. Elijah lies, John
Taylor and Thomas Cox, the other patentees, in
laying out the town, to which they first gave the
name of Calhoun. Mr. Enos remained in office
through the administration of President John
Quincy Adams, but was removed by President
Jackson for political reasons, in 1829. Died, at

finally locating at St. Charles, Mo.,
St. Louis.

in

Springfield, April, 1832.— Pascal P. (Enos), Jr.,

was born in St. Charles,
Mo. Nov. 28, 1816 was elected Representative in
the General Assembly from Sangamon County in
1852, and served by appointment of
Justice
McLean of the Supreme Court as Clerk of the
United States Circuit Court, being reappointed
by Judge David Davis, dying in office, Feb. 17,
1867.— Zimri A. (Enos), another son, was born
Sept. 29, 1821, is a citizen of Springfield
has
served as County Surveyor and Alderman of the
city.
Julia R., a daughter, was born in Springfield, Dec. 20, 1832, is the widow of the late O. M.
Hatch, Secretary of State (1857-65).
EPLER, Cyrus, lawyer and jurist, was born
at Charleston, Clark County, Ind., Nov. 12,
1825; graduated at Illinois College, Jacksonville, studied law,
and was admitted to the
bar in 1852, being elected State's Attorney
eldest son of Mr. Enos,
,

;

—

same year; also served as a member
the General Assembly two terms (1857-61)
and as Master in Chancery for Morgan County,
1867-73.
In 1873 he was elected Circuit Judge
for the Seventh Circuit
and was re-elected
successively in 1879, '85 and '91, serving four
terms, aud retiring in 1897. During his entire
professional and official career his home has been

the
of

in Jacksonville.

Ei^UALITY, a village of Gallatin County, on
the Shawneetown Division of the Louisville &
Nashville Railroad, 11 miles west-northwest of
It was for a time, in early days, the
county-seat of Gallatin County and market for
the salt manufactured in that vicinity. Some
coal is mined in the neighborhood. One weekly
paper is published here. Population (1880), 500;

Shawneetown.

(1890), 622.

ERIE, a village of Whiteside County, on the
Rock Island and Sterling Division of the Chicago,
Burlington & Quincy Railroad. 30 miles northeast of Rock Island.
Population (1880), 537;
(1890), 535.

EUREKA, the county -seat of Woodford Coimty,
incorporated in 1856, situated 19 miles east of
Peoria; is in the heart of a rich stock-raising and
agricultural district. The principal mechanical
industry is the manufacture of drain-tile and
pressed brick.

Besides having good

grammar

and high

schools, it is also the seat of Eureka
College, under the control of the Christian de-

nomination, in connection with which are a normal school and a Biblical Institute. The town has
four weekly papers. Population (1880), 1,185;
(1890), 1,481;

Eureka
Woodford County

(1895, estimated), 1,900.

became the county-seat

of
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change from Metamora being
due to the central location and more convenient
eccessibilit}- of the former from all parts of tlie

early in 1S99,

t)ie

county.

EUREKA COLLEGE, located at Eureka,

Wood-

ford County, and chartered in 185.), distinctively
under the care and supervision of the "Christian"
or "Campbellite" denomination. The primary

aim

of its founders

was

to prepare

young men

for

the ministry, while at the same time affording
facilities for liberal culture.
It was chartered in
1855, and its growth, while gradual, has been
Besides a preparatory department and a
steady.
business school, the college maintains a collegiate
department (with classical and scientific courses)
and a theological school, the latter being designed
to tit young men for the ministry of the denomination.
Both male and female matriculates are
received.
In 1896 there was a faculty of eighteen
professors and assistants, and an attendance of
some 325 students, nearly one-third of whom
were females. The total value of the institution's
property is 8144,000, which includes an endo\»ment of §45.000 and real estate valued at 885,000.
EUSTACE, John V., lawyer and judge, was
born in Philadelphia, Sept. 9, 1831 graduated
from the University of Pennsylvania in 1839, and,
in 1842, at the age of 21, was admitted to the bar,
removing the same year to Dixon, 111., where he
resided until his death. In 1856 he was elected
to the General Assembly and, in 1857, became
Circuit Judge, serving one term; was chosen
Presidential Elector in 1864, and, in March, 1878,
was again elevated to the Circuit Bench, vice
Judge Heaton, deceased. He was elected to the
same position in 1879, and re-elected in 1885, but
died in 1888, three years before the expiration of
his term.
;

EVANGELICAL SEMINARY, an institution
under the direction of the Lutlieran denomination, incorporated in 1865 and located at Elmhurst, Du Page County.
Instruction is given in
the classics, theology, oratory and preparatory
studies, by a facultj' of eight teachers.
The
number of pupils during the school year (1895-96)
was 133 all young men. It has property valued

—

at 859,305.

EVANS, Henry

H., legislator, was born in
Toronto, Can., March 9, 1836; brought by liis
father (who was a native of Pennsylvania) to

Aurora,

man

111.,

where the

latter finally

of the Chicago, Burlington

&

became foreQuincy ma-

shops at that place. In 1862 j-oung Evans
enlisted in the One Hundred and Twenty-fourth
Illinois Volunteers, serving until the close of the
cliine

war.

ILLINOIt-

1.-.1

Since the war he has become most widely

known as a member of the General Assembly,

liav-

ing been elected first to the House, in 1876, and
subsequently to the Senate every four years from
1880 to the year 1898, giving him over twenty
years of almost continuous service. He is a large

owner

of real estate

and has been prominently

connected

with financial and other business
enterprises at Aurora, including the Aurora Gas
and Street Railway Companies also served with
the rank of Colonel on the staffs of Governors
;

Cullom, Hamilton, Fifer and Oglesby.
EVANS, (Rev.) Jervice G., educator and reformer, was born in Marshall County, 111., Dec.
19, 1833; entered the ministry of the Methodist
Episcopal Clmrch in 1854, and, in 1872, accepted
the presidency of Hedding College at Abingdon,
which he filled for six years. He then became
President of Chaddock College at Quincy, but the
following year returned to pastoral work. In
1889 he again became President of Hedding College, wjiere (1898) he still remains.
Dr. Evans is
a member of the Central Illinois (M. E.) Conference and a leader in the prohibition movement;
has also produced a number of volumes on religious and moral questions.
EVANS, John, M.D., physician and Governor,
was born at Waynesville, Ohio, of Quaker ancestry, March 9, 1814; gi-aduated in medicine at
Cincinnati and began practice at Ottawa, 111.,
but soon returned to Ohio, finally locating at
Attica, Ind.
Here he became prominent in the
establishment of the first insane hospital in Indiana, at Indianapolis, about 1841-42, becoming a
resident of that city in 1845. Three years later,
having accepted a chair in Rush Medical College,
in Chicago, he removed thither, also serving for
a time as editor of "The Northwestern Medical
and Surgical Journal." He served as a member
of the Chicago City Council, became a successful
operator in real estate and in the promotion of
various railroad enterprises, and was one of tlie
founders of the Northwestern University, at
Evanston, serving as President of the Board of
Trustees over forty years. Dr. Evans was one of
the founders of the RepubUcan party in Illinois,
and a strong personal friend of President Lincoln,
from whom, in 1862, he received the appointment
of Governor of the Territory of Colorado, continuing in office until displaced by Andrew Johnson in 1865. In Colorado he became a leading
factor in the construction of some of the most
important railroad lines in that section, including
the Denver, Texas & Gulf Road, of which he was
for many years the President.
He was also

;
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prominent in connection with educational and
church enterprises at Denver, which was his home
after leaving Illinois. Died, in Denver, July 3, 1897.
EVANSTON, a city of Cook County, situated 13

miles north of Chicago, on the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul and the Chicago & Northwestern
Kailroads. The original town was incorporated
Dec. 29, 1863, and, in March, 1869, a special act
was passed by the Legislature incorporating it as

a city, but rejected by vote of the people. On
Oct. 19, 1873, the voters of the corporate town
adopted village organizations under the General
Village and City Incorporation Act of the same
Since then annexations of adjacent terriyear.
tory to the village of Evanston have taken place
as follows: In January, 1873, two small districts

by petition in April, 1874, the village of North
Evanston was annexed by a majority vote of the
electors of both corporations; in April, 1886,
there was another annexation of a small out-lying
district by petition in February, 1893, the question of the annexation of South Evanston was
submitted to the voters of both corporations and
;

;

adopted. On March 29, 1892, the question of
organization under a city government was submitted to popular vote of the consolidated corporation and decided in the affirmative, the lirst
city election taking place April 19, following.
The population of the original corporation of

Evanston, according to the census of 1890, was
12,073, and of South Evanston, 8,205, making the
Judged
total population of the new city 1.5,967.
by the increase in population between 1880 and
1890, the present population of the consolidated
city (1898) cannot be less than 2.5,000, and is

Evanston is
likely to approach 30,000 by 1900.
one of the most attractive residence cities in
Northern Illinois and famed for its educational
advantages. Besides having an admirable system
of graded and high schools, it is the seat of the
academic and theological departments of the
Northwestern University, the latter being known
as the Garrett Biblical Institute. The city has
well paved streets, is lighted by both gas and

and maintains its own system of
water works. Prohibition is strictly enforced
within the corporate limits under stringent
municipal ordinances, and the charter of the
Northwestern University forbidding the sale of
intoxicants within four miles of that institution.
electricity,

As a consequence,
most desirable

it

is

certain to

class of people,

attract the

whether consisting

EWING, William Lee

Davidson, early lawyer

was born in Kentucky in 1795, and
an early day, first settling at
Shawneetown. As early as 1820 he appears from
a letter of Governor Edwards to President Monroe, to have been holding some Federal appoint-

and

politician,

came

to Illinois at

ment, presumably that of Receiver of Public
Moneys in the Land Office at Vandalia, as contemporary hi.story shows that, in 1822, he lost a
deposit of §1,000 by the robbery of the bank there.
He was also Brigadier-General of the State militia
at an early day. Colonel of the

"Spy Battalion"

during the Black Hawk War, and, as Indian
Agent, superintended the removal of the Sacs
and Foxes west of the Mississippi. Otiier positions held by him included Clerk of the House of
Representatives two sessions (1836-27 and 1828-29)
Representative from the counties composing the
Vandalia District in the Seventh General Assembly (1830-31), when he also became Speakerof the
House; Senator from the same District in the
Eighth and Ninth General Assemblies, of which
he was chosen President pro tempore. While
serving in this capacity he became ex-officio
Lieutenant-Governor in consequence of the resignation of Lieut. -Gov. Zadoc Casey to accept a
seat in Congress, in March, 1833, and, in November, 1834, assumed the Governorship as successor
to Governor Reynolds, who had been elected to
Congress to fill a vacancy. He served only fifteen
days as Governor, when he gave place to Gov.
Joseph Duncan, who had been elected in due
course at the previous election.
A year later
(December, 1835) he was chosen United States
Senator to succeed Elias Kent Kane, who had
died in oflSce. Failing of a re-election to the
Senatorship in 1837, he was returned to the House
of Representatives from his old district in 1838,
as he was again in 1840, at each session being
chosen Speaker over Abraham Lincoln, who was
the Whig candidate. Dropping out ,of the Legislature at the close of his term, we find him at the
beginning of the next session (December, 1842) in
his old place as Clerk of the House, but, before
the close of the session (in March, 1843), appointed
Auditor of Public Accounts as successor to James
Shields, who had resigned. While occupying the
office of Auditor, Mr. Ewing died, March 2.5, 1846.
His public career was as unique as it was remarkable, in the number and character of the official
positions held by him within a period of twentyfive years.

seeking permanent homes or simply
contemplating temporary residence for the sake

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS.

(See State officers

under heads of "Oovemor,"

"Lieutenant-Gov-

of educational advantages.

ernor," etc.)

of

those

I
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EYE AND EAR INFIRMARY, ILLINOIS
CHARITABLE. This institution is an outgrowtli
of a private charity founded at Chicago, in ISHB,
by Dr. Edward L. Holmes, a distinguislied Chicago oculist. In 1871 the property of the institution was transferred to and accepted by the State,
the title was changed by the substitution of the

word "Illinois" for "Chicago," and the Infirmary
became a State institution. The fire of 1871
tiestroyed the building, and, in 1873-7-1, the State
erected another of brick, four stories in height,

at the corner of

West Adams and Peoria

Streets,

Chicago. The institution receives patients from
all the counties of the State, the same receiving
board, lodging, and medical aid, and (whennecesThe
.sary) surgical treatment, free of charge.
number of patients on Dec. 1, 1897, was 160. In
1S77 a free eye and ear dispensary was opened
under legislative authority, which is under charge
some eminent Chicago specialists.

of

FAIRBURTj an

important town of Livingston
County, situated ten miles southeast of Pontiac,
Coal,
in a fertile and thickly settled region.
sandstone, limestone, fire-clay and a micaceous
quartz are found in the neighborhood. The town
has banks, grain elevators, flouring mills and two
weekly newspapers. Population (1880), 2,140;
(1890), 2,32-1.

FAIRFIELD, an incorporated town, the
county-seat of Wayne County and a railway
It is
junction, 108 miles southeast of St. Louis.
the seat of Haj'ward Collegiate Institute; has an
extensive woolen factory and large flouring and
saw mills. It has three weekly papers and is an
important fruit and grain-shipping point. Population (1880), 1,391;

(1890), 1,881.

FAIRMOUNT, a town
the

Wabash Railway,

from Danville.

of Vermilion County, on
13

miles west-southwest

The town has a brick and

factory, although the

industrial interests

tile

are

One weekly paper is pubPopulation (1880), o03; (1890), 649.
(Rt. Rev.) Samuel, Bishop of Re
formed Protestant Episcopal Church, was born at
Pendleton, near Manchester, England, Dec. 13,
1835; removed with his parents to Wisconsin in
1848, and graduated from the State University

chiefly agricultural.

lished here.

FALLOWS,

18.59, during a part of his university
course serving as pastor of a Methodist Episcopal
church at Madison; was next Vice-President of

there in

University till 1861, when he was
ordained to the Methodist ministry and became
pastor of a church at Oshkosh. The following
year he was appointed Chaplain of tlie ThirtyGainesville

second Wisconsin Volunteers, but later assisted
in organizing the Fortieth Wisconsin, of which
he became Colonel, in 1865 being brevetted Brigadier-General. On his return to civil life he
became a pastor in Milwaukee; was appointed
State Superintendent of Public Instruction for
Wisconsin to fill a vacancy, in 1871, and was twice
re-elected.
In 1874 he was elected President of
the Illinois Wesleyan University at Bloomington,
111., remaining two years; in 1875 imited with the
Reformed Episcopal Church, soon after became
Rector of St. Paul's Church in Chicago, and was
elected a Bishop in 1876, also assuming the
editorship of "The Appeal." the organ of the
church. He served as Regent of the University
of Wisconsin (1864-74), and for several years has
been one of the Trustees of the Illinois State
Reform School at Pontiac. He is the author of
two or three volumes, one of them being a "Supplementary Dictionary," published in 1884.

Bishop Fallows has had supervision of Reformed
Episcopal Church work in the West and Northwest for several years has also served as Chaplain
of the Grand Army of the Republic for the
Department of Illinois and of the Loyal Legion,
and was Chairman of the General Committee of
the Educational Congress during the World's
Columbian Exposition of 1893.
FARINA, a town of Fayette County, on the
Chicago Division of the Illinois Central Railroad,
Agriculture and
19 miles northeast of Centralia.
fruit-growing constitute the chief business of the
Populasection the town has two newspapers.
;

;

tion (1880), 318; (1890), 618.
CITY, a city of

FARMER

De Witt County,

25

miles southeast of Bloomington, at the junction
of the Springfield division of the Illinois Central
and the Peoria division of the Cleveland, Cincin-

Chicago & St. Louis Railways. It is a
trading center for a rich agricultural and stockraising district, especially noted for rearing finely
bred horses. The city has banks, two newsnati,

papers, churches of four denominations and good
including a high school. Population

schools,

(1880), 1.289; (1890), 1,367; (1899, estimated), 1,600.

FARMERS'

INSTITUTE,

an

organization

created by an act, approved June 24, 1895, designed to encourage practical education among
farmers, and to assist in developing the agriculIts membership
tural resources of the State.
consists of three delegates from each county in

the State, elected annually by the Farmers'
Its affairs are managed
Institute in such county.
by a Board of Directors constituted as follows:
Tlie Superintendent of Public Instruction, the

)
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of Agriculture in the University of Illinois, and the Presidents of the State Board of
Agriculture, Dairymen's Association and Horti-

member from
each Congressional District, chosen by the delegates from the district at the annual meeting of
the organization. Annual meetings (between
cultural Society, ex-officio, with one

and March

are required to be held,
which shall continue in session for lyt less than
three days. The topics for discussion are the
Oct.

1

1)

cultivation of crops, the care and

breeding of

domestic animals, dairy husbandry, horticulture,

farm drainage, improvement of highways and
general farm management. The reports of the
annual meetings are printed by the State to the
number of 10,000, one- half of the edition being
placed at the disposal of the Institute. Suitable
quarters for the officers of the organization are
provided in the State capitol.
FARMISGTON, a town and railroad center in
Fulton County, 13 miles north of Canton and 23
miles west of Peoria. Coal is extensively mined
here: there are also brick and tile factories, a
foundry, two steam flour-mills and a cigar
manufactory. It is a large shipping point for
grain and live-stock. The town has two banks
and two newspapers, five churches and a graded

Population (1880), 1,111; (1890), 1,375.
FARNSWORTH, Elon John, soldier, was born
at Green Oak, Livingston County, Mich., in 1837.
After completing a course in the public schools,
he entered the University of Michigan, but left
college at the end of his freshman year (1858) to
serve in the Quartermaster's department of the
army in the Utah expedition. At the expiration
of his term of service he became a buffalo hunter
and a carrier of mails between the haunts of
civilization and the then newly-discovered mines
Returning to IlUnois, he was
at Pike's Peak.
commissioned (1861) Assistant Quartermaster of
Cavalry, of which his uncle
Eighth
Illinois
the
was Colonel. (See Farnsworth, John Franklin.
distinguishing himcaptaincy,
a
He soon rose to
In May,
self in the battles of the Peninsula.
1863, he was appointed aid-de-camp to General
Pleasantou, and, on June 29, 1863, was made a
Brigadier-General. Four days later he was killed,
while gallantly leading a charge at Gettysburg.
FARNSWORTH, John FraiikUn, soldier and
former Congressman, was born at Eaton. Canada
school.

East,
1834,

;

March 37, 1820; removed to Micliigau in
and later to Illinois, settling in Kane

County, where he practiced law for

many

years,

making his home at St. Charles. He was elected
In
to Congress in 1856, and re-elected in 1858.

September of 1861, he w;as commissioned Colonel
of the Eighth Illinois Cavalry Volunteers, and
was brevetted Brigadier-General in November,
1863,

but resigned, March 4, 1863, to take his seat
which he had been elected the

in Congress to

November

previous, by successive re-elections
serving from 1863 to 1873. The latter years of
his life were spent in Washington, where he died,

July

14, 1897.

FARWELL, Charles Benjamin, merchant and
United States Senator, was born at Painted Post,
N. Y., July 1, 1833; removed to Illinois in 1838,
and, for six years, was employed in surveying
and farming. In 1844 he engaged in the real
and in banking, at Chicago. He
was elected County Clerk in 1853, and re-elected
Later he entered into commerce, becoming a partner with his brother, John Villiers, in
the firm of J. "V. Farwell & Co. He was a memestate business
in 1857.

ber of the State Board of Equalization in 1867
Chairman of the Board of Supervisors of Cook
County in 1868 and National Bank Examiner in
1869.
In 1870 he was elected to Congress as a
;

Republican, was re-elected in 1873, but was
defeated in 1874, after a contest for the seat which

was carried

into

tlie

House

at

Washington.

Again, in 1880, he was returned to Congress,
making three full terms in that body. He also
served for several years as Chairman of the
Republican State Central Committee. After the
death of Gen. Jolm A. Logan he was (1887)
elected United States Senator, his term expiring
March 3, 1891. Mr. Farwell has since devoted
his attention to the immense mercantile business of J. V. Farwell & Co.
FARWELL, John VllUers, merchant, was born
at Campbelltown, Steuben County, N. Y., July
39, 1825, the son of a farmer; received a commonschool education and, in 1838, removed with liis
Here he
father's family to Ogle County, 111.
attended Mount Morris .Seminary for a time, but,
in 1845, came to Chicago without capital and
secured employment in the City Clerk's office,
then became a book-keeper in the dry-goods
establishment of Hamilton & White, and, still
later, with
Hamilton & Day. Having thus
received his bent towards a mercantile career, he
soon after entered the concern of Wadsworth &
Phelps as a clerk, at a salary of S600 a year, but
was admitted to a partnership in 1850, the title of
the firm becoming Cooley, Farwell & Co., in 1860.
About this time Marshall Field and Levi Z. Leiter
became associated with the concern and received
their mercantile training under the supervision
In 1865 the title of the firm
of Mr. Farwell.
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became J. V. Farwell & Co., but. in 1891, the firm
was incorporated under the name of The J, V.
Farwell Company, his brother, Charles B. FarThe subject of this sketch
well, being a member.
luis

long been a prominent factor in religious
a leading spirit of the Young Men's

now

extinct.

State Capital.

Besides Vandalia the chief towns

circles,

are Ramsey, noted for

Christian Association, and served as Pi-esident of
the Chicago Branch ,of the United States
Christian Commission during the Civil War.
Politically he is a Republican and served as Presidential Elector at the time of President Lincoln's

ber,

second election in 1864 also served by appointment of President Grant, in 1869, on the Board of
Indian Commissioners. He was a member of the
syndicate which erected the Texas State Capitol,
at Austin, in that State; has been, for a number
of years. Vice-President and Treasurer of the
J. V. Farwell Company, and President of the
Colorado Consolidated Land and VVater Company.
He was also prominent in the organization of the
Chicago Public Library, and a member of tlie
Union League, the Chicago Historical Society
and the Art Institute.
;

FARWELL,

William Washington,

jurist,

was

born at Morrisville, Madison County, N. Y., Jan.
5, 1817, of old Puritan ancestry; graduated from
Hamilton College in 1837, and was admitted to
the bar at Rochester, N. Y., in 1841. In 1848 he
removed to Chicago, but the following year went
to California, returning to his birthplace in 1850.
In 1854 he again settled at Chicago and soon
secured a prominent position at the bar. In 1871
he was elected Circuit Court Judge for Cook
County, and, in 1873, re-elected for a term of six
During this period he sat chiefly upon
years.
the chancery side of the court, and, for a time,
presided as Chief Justice. At the close of liis
second term he was a candidate f<jr re-election as
a Republican, but was defeated with the remainder of the ticket. In 1880 he was chosen
Professor of Equity Jurisprudence in the Union
College of Law (now the Northwestern University Law School), serving until June, 1893, when
he resigned. Died, in Chicago, April 30, 1894.
FAYETTE COUNTY, situated about 60 miles
south of the geographical center of the State;
was organized in 1821. and named for the French
It has an area of 720 square
(leneral La Faj'ette.
The soil is fermiles; population (1890), 23,367.
tile and a rich vein of bituminous coal underlies
Agriculture, friiit-growing and
county.
mining are the chief industries. The old, historic
"Cumberland Road,'' the trail for all west-bound
emigrants, crossed the county at an early date.
Perryville was the first county-seat, but this town

the

163

Vandalia, the present seat of
county government (population. 2,144), stands
upon a succession of hills upon the west bank of
the Kaskaskia. From 1820 to 1839 it was the
is

and

St.

FEEBLE-MINDED
FOR.

its

railroad ties

and tim-

Elmo.

CHILDREN,

ASYLLM

This institution, originally established as

a sort of appendage to the Illinois Institution for

Dumb, was

the Deaf and

started at Jacksonville.

an "experimental school, for the
and feeble-minded children."
Its success having been assured, the school was
placed upon an independent basis in 1871, anil,
in 1875, a site at Lincoln, Logan County, covering
forty acres, was donated, and the erection of
buildings begun. The original plan provided for
a center building, with wings and a rear exteni:i

1865,

as

in.struction of idiots

sion, to cost S124, 775.

Besides a main or adminis-

building, the institution embraces a
school building and custodial hall, a hospital and
tration

workshop, and, during the past year, a
chapel has been added. It has control of 890
which 400 are leased for farming purposes, the rental going to the benefit of the instiinelustrial

acres, of

The remainder is used for the purposes
of the institution as farm land, gardens pr pastution.

ture,

about ninety acres being occupied by the

The capacity of the instiis about 700 inmates, with many applicaconstantly on file for the admission of
others for whom there is no room.
institution buildings.

tution
tions

FEEHAN, Patriclt A., D.D., Archbishop of
the Roman Catholic archdiocese of Chicago, and
Metropolitan of Illinois, was born at Tipperary.
and educated at Maynootli

Ireland,

in

College.

He emigrated

1829,

to the United States in
Louis, and was at once
appointed President of the Seminary of Carondelet.
Later he was made pastor of the Church of
the Immaculate Conception at St. Louis, where
he achieved marked distinction. In 1865 he was
consecrated Bishop of Nashville, managing the
affairs of the diocese with great ability.
In 188(1
Chicago was raised to an archiepiscopal see, with
Suffragan Bishops at Alton and Peoria, and
Bishop Feelian was consecrated its first Archbishop.
His administration has been conservative, yet efficient, and the archdiocese has greatly
prospered under his rule.
FELL, Jesse W., lawyer and real-estate operator, was born in Chester County, Pa., about 180H:
started west on foot in 1828, and, after spending
some years at Steubenville, Ohio, came to Dela1852,

settling

at

St.

—
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van.

111.,

in 1832,

and the next year located at

Bloomington, being the first lawyer in that new
town. Later he became agent for school lands
and the State Bank, but failed financially in
1837, and returned to practice; resided several
years at Payson, Adams County, but returning
to Bloomington in ISS.'J, was instrumental in
securing the location of the Chicago & Alton
Railroad through that town, and was one of the
founders of the towns of Clinton, Pontiae, Lexington and El Paso. He was an intimate personal

and

political friend of

Abraliam Lincoln, and

it

was to him Mr. Lincoln addressed his celebrated
personal biography in the campaign of 1860 he
;

served as Secretary of the Republican State Central Committee, and, in 1863, was appointed by
Mr. Lincoln a Paymaster in the regular army,
serving some two years. Mr. Fell was also a zealous friend of the cause of industrial education,
and bore an important part in securing the
location of the State Normal University at Normal, of wliich city he was the founder. Died, at
Bloomington, Jan. 25, 1887.

FERGUS, Robert, early printer, was born in
Glasgow, Scotland, August 4, 1815 learned the
;

printer's trade in his native city, assisting in his

some of Walter Scott's
productions and other works which now rank
among English classics. In 1834 he came to
youth

in putting in type

America, finally locating in Chicago, where,
with various partners, he pursued the business of
a job printer continuously some fifty years
being the veteran printer of Chicago. He was
killed by being run over by a railroad train at
Evanston, July 28, 1897. The establishment of
which he was so long the head is continued by
his sons.

FERNWOOD, a village of Cook County, on the
& Eastern Illinois Railroad, 13 miles
south of Chicago. Population (1890), 818.
FERRY, Elisha Peyre, politician, born in
Monroe, Mich., August 9, 1835; was educated in
liis native town and admitted to the bar at Fort
Cliicago

Wayne,

Ind.,

in 1845;

removed

to

Waukegan,

the following year, served as Postmaster and,
was candidate on the Republican ticket
for Presidential Elector; was elected Mayor of
Waukegan in 1859, a member of the State Constitutional Convention of 1863, State Bank Commissioner in 1861-63, Assistant Adjutant-General
on the staff of Governor Yates during the war,
and a delegate to the Republican National Convention of 1864. After the war he served as
direct-tax Commissioner for Tennessee; in 1869
was appointed Surveyor-General of Washington
111.,

in 1856,

Territory and, in 1873 and '76, Territorial GovOn the admission of Washington as a
was elected the first Governor.
Died, at Seattle, Wash., Oct. 14, 1895.
ernor.

State, in 1889, he

FEVRE RIVER, a small stream which rises in
Southern Wisconsin and enters the Mississippi in
Jo Daviess County, six miles below Galena, which
stands upon its banks. .It is navigable for steamboats between Galena and its mouth. The name
originally given to it by early French explorers
was "Feve" (the French name for "Bean"),
which has since been corrupted into its present
form.

FICKLIN, Orlando B., lawyer and politician,
in Kentucky, Dec. 16, 1808, and
admitted to the bar at Mount Carmel, Wabash
County, 111., in March, 1830. In 1834 he was
elected to the lower laouse of the Ninth General
Assembly.
After serving a term as State's
Attorney for Wabash County, in 1837 he removed
to Charleston, Coles County, where, in 1838, and
again in '43, he was elected to the Legislature, as
he was for the last time in 1878. He was four
times elected to Congress, serving from 1843 to
'49, and from 1851 to '53 was Presidential Elector
in 1856, and candidate for the same position on
the Democratic ticket for the State-at- large in
1884; was also a delegate to the Democratic
National Conventions of 1856 and '60. He was
a member of tlie Constitutional Convention of
was born

;

1863.

Died, at Charleston,

May

FIELD, Alexander Pope,

5,

1886.

early legislator

and

Secretary of State, came to Illinois about the
time of its admission into the Union, locating in
Union County, which he represented in the Third,
Fifth and Sixth General Assemblies. In the
first of these he was a prominent factor in the
ejection of Representative Hansen of Pike County
and the seating of Shaw in his place, which
enabled the advocates of slavery to secure the
passage of a resolution submitting to the people
the question of calling a State Constitutional
Convention. In 1838 he was appointed Secretary
of State by Governor Edwards, remaining in

under Governors Reynolds and Duncan and througli half the term of Governor
Carlin, though the latter attempted to secure
his removal in 1838 by the appointment of
John A. McClernand
the courts, however,
declaring against tlie latter. In November, 1840,
the Governor's act was made effective by the
confirmation, by the Senate, of Stephen A. Dougoffice

—

as Secretary in place of Field.
DougIa.s
held the office only to the following February,
when he resigned to take a place on the Supreme
las

»
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liench iind Lyman Truiiilmll was appointed to
succeed him. Field (who had become a Wliig)
was appointed by President Harrison, in 1841,
Secretary of Wisconsin Territory, later removed
to St. Louis and finally to New Orleans, where he
was at the beginninp; of the late war. In December, 1863, he presented himself as a member of
the Thirty-eighth Congi-ess for Louisiana, but
was refused his seat, though claiming in an eloquent speech to have been a loyal man. Died, in
New Orleans, in 18TT. Mr. Field was a nephevi'
of Judge Nathaniel Pope, for over thirty years on

the bench of the United States District Court.
FIELD, Eug'ene, journalist, humorist and poet,
was born in St. Louis, Mo., Sept. 2, 1850. Left an

orphan at an early age, he was reared by a relative at Amherst, Mass. and received a portion of
his literary training at Monson and Williamstown
in that State, completing his course at the State
University of Missouri. After an extended tour
through Europe in 1872-73, he began his journalistic career at St. Louis. Mo., as a reporter on
"The Evening Journal," later becoming its city
During the next ten years he was succeseditor.
sively connected with newspapers at St. Joseph,
Mo., St. Louis, Kansas City, and at Denver, Colo.,
at the last named city being managing editor of
,

"The Tribune." In 1883 he removed to Chicago,
becoming a special writer for "The Chicago
News," his particular department for several
years being a pungent, witty column with the
He vi-rote concaption, "Sharps and Flats."
siderable prose fiction and much poetry, among
the latter being successful translations of several
of Horace's Odes. As a poet, however, he was
best known through his short poems relating to
childhood and home, which strongly appealed to
the popular heart. Died, in Chicago, <leeply
mourned by a large circle of admirers, Nov. 4,
189.5.

FIELD, Marshall, merchant and capitalist, was
born in Conway, Mass., in 183.5, and grew up on
a farm, receiving a common school and academic
education. At the age of 17 he entered upon a
mercantile career as clerk in a dry-goods store at
Pittsfield, Mass., but, in 18.J6, came to Chicago
and secured employment with Messrs. Cooley,
Wadsworth & Co. in 1860 was admitted into
partnership, the firm becoming Cooley, Farwell
;

&

Co.,

and

still later.

Farwell, Field

&

Co.

The

named firm was dissolved and that of Field,
Palmer & Leiter organized in 1865. Mr. Palmer
having retired in 18GT. the firm was continued
under the name of Field, Leiter & Co. until 1881,
last

,

when

Mr. Leiter retired, the concern being since

known

as Marsliall Field

&

Cd.

The growth

of

the business of this great establisliment is shown
by the fact that, whereas its sales amounted
before the fire to some Sl'3,000.000 annually, in
Mr. Field's
18i)5 they aggregated .'$40,000,000.
business career has been remarkable for its success in a city famous for its successful business

men and the vastness
He has been

of their

commercial oper-

a generous and discriminating patron of important public enterprises,
some of his more conspicuous donations being the
gift of a tract of land valued at §300,000 and
§100,000 in cash, to the Chicago University, and
§1,000,000 to the endowment of the Field Columbian Museum, as a sequel to the World's Columbian Exposition. The latter, chiefiy through the
munificence of Mr. Field, promises to become one
of the leading institutions of its kind in the
United States. Besides his mercantile interests,
Mr. Field has extensive interests in various financial and manufacturing enterprises, including
the Pullman Palace Car Company and the Rock
Island & Pacific Railroad, in each of which he is

ations.

a Director.

FIFER, Joseph W., born at Stanton, Va., Oct.
1857 he accompanied his father (who
was a stone-mason) to McLean County, 111., and
worked at the manufacture and laying of brick.
At the outbreak of the Civil War he enlisted as a
private in the Thirty-third Illinois Infantry, and
was dangerously wounded at the assault on Jack28, 1840; in

On the healing of his wound,
disregarding the advice of family and friends, he
rejoined his regiment. xVt the close of the war,
when about 25 years of age, he entered the Wesleyan University at Bloomington, where, by dint
of hard work and frugality, while supportin,;;
himself in part by manual labor, he secured a
diploma in 1868. He at once began the study of
law, and, soon after his admission, entered upon a
practice which sub.se<|uently proved both successful and lucrative.
He was elected Corporation
Counsel of Bloomington in 1871 and State's Attorney for McLean County in 1872, holding the latter
son, Mis.s., in 1863.

through re-election, until 1880, when he
was chosen State Senator, serving in the Thirtysecond and Thirty-third General Assemblies. In
1888 he was nominated and elected Governor on
the Republican ticket, but, in 1892, was defeated
by John P. Altgeld, the Democratic nominee,
though running in advance of the national an<l
the rest of the State ticket.
office,

FINERTY,
journalist,
10,

1846.

Jnhn F., ex-Congressman and
was born in (ialway, Ireland, Se])t.
His studies were mainly prosecuted

;
;
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At the age of 16 he entered
the profession of journalism, and, in 1864, coming
to America, soon after enlisted, serving for 100
days during the Civil War, in the Ninety ninth
New York Volunteers. Subsequently, having
removed to Chicago, he was connected with "The
Chicago Times" as a special correspondent from
under private

tutors.

1876 to 1881, and. in 1883, established "The Citizen," a weekly newspaper devoted to the IrishAmerican interest, which he continues to publish.
In 1882 he was elected, as an Independent Democrat, to represent the Second Illinois
District in the Forty-eighth Congress, but, run-

ning as an Independent Republican for re-election
in 1884, was defeated 1\\- Frank Lawler, Democrat.
In 1887 he was app(3inted Oil Inspector of Chicago, and, since 1889, has held no public office,
giving his attention to editorial work on his
paper.

FISHER, (Dr.) Georgre, pioneer physician and
was probably a native of Virginia,
from which State he appears to have come to
Kaskaskia previous to 1800. He became very
prominent during the Territorial period; was
appointed by William Henry Harrison, then
Governor of Indiana Territory, the first Sheriff of
Randolph County after its organization in 1801
was elected from that county to the Indiana
Territorial House of Representatives in 1805, and
afterwards promoted to the Territorial Council
was also Representative in the First and Third
Legislatures of Illinois Territory (1812 and "16),
serving as Speaker of each. He was a Delegate to the Constitutional Convention of 1818, but
died on his farm near Kaskaskia in 1820. Dr.
legislator,

sailing from ports between Chicago and Macki
nac, of which, in 1890, Illinois furnished 94, or
about nine per cent. All sorts of apparatus are
used, but the principal are gill, fyke and pound
nets, and seines.
The total value of these minor
Illinois craft, with their equipment, for 1890, was
nearly §18,000, the catch aggregating 722,830
pounds, valued at between §24,000 and §25,000
Of this draught, the entire quantity was either
sold fresh in Chicago and adjacent markets, or

shipped, either in ice or frozen. The Mississippi
and its tributaries yield wall eyed pike, pike
fish, sturgeon, paddle fish, and
other species available for food.
riTHIAX, (ieorge W., ex -Congressman, was
born on a farm near Willow Hill, 111., July 4, 1854.
His early education was obtained in the common
.schools, and he learned the trade of a printer at
Mount Carmel. While employed at the case he
found time to study law, and was admitted to the
bar in 1875. In 1876 he was elected State's

perch, buffalo

Attorney for Jasper County, and re-elected m
1880.
He was prominent in Democratic politics,
was elected on the ticket of that

and, in 1888,

party to represent the Sixteenth Illinois District
in Congress.
He was re-elected in 1890 and

again in 1892, but, in 1894, was defeated by his
Republican opponent.

FITHIAN,

(Dr.) WiHiam, pioneer physician,
in Cincinnati, Ohio, in 1800; built the
houses in Springfield and Urbana in that
State; in 1822 began the study of medicine at
Urbana later practiced two years at Mechanicsburgh, and four years at Urbana, as partner of

was born
first

;

his preceptor;

in

1830

came

Danville, Vermilion Count}-,

west,

locating at

where he became a

Fisher participated in the organization of the
fir.st Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons in Illinois at Kaskaskia, in 1806, and was elected one

large land-owner; in 1832 served with the Ver-

of

and, in 1834, was elected Representative in the

its officers.

FISHERIES. The

fisheries of

Illinois

center

chiefly at Chicago, the catch being taken

Lake Michigan,
white

fish

and including salmon

from
trout,

(the latter species including a lake

herring), wall-eyed pike, three kinds of bass,
three varieties of sucker, carp and sturgeon. The
"fishing fleet" of Lake Michigan, properly so
called, (according to the census of 1890) consisted of foi'ty-seven steamers and one schooner,
of which only one a steamer of twenty-six tons
burthen was credited to Illinois. The same
report showed a capital of §36,105 invested in
boats and
land, buildings, wharves, vessels,
apparatus. In addition to the "fishing fleet"
mentioned, nearly 1,100 sail-boats and other varieties of craft are employed in the industry.

—

—

milion County militia in the Black

Hawk War,

Ninth General Assembly, the first of which
Abraham Lincoln was a member; afterwards
served two terras in the State Senate from the
Danville
active in

District

(1838-46).

Dr.

Fithian

was

promoting the railroad interests of

Danville, giving the right of

way

for railroad

purposes through a large body of land belonging
in Vermilion County.
He was also a
member of various medical associations, and,
during his later years, was the oldest practicing
physician in the State. Died, in Danville, III.,
April 5, 1890.
FLAGtir, Gerslioiii, pioneer, was born in Rich-

to him,

mond, Vt., in 1792, came west in 1816, settling in
Madison County, III, in 1818, where he was
known as an enterprising farmer and a prominent
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and influential citizen. Originally a Whig, he
became a zealous Republican on the organization
Willard CJittingr
of that party, Uying in 18r)7.
(Flagg), son of the iireceding, was born in Madi-

—

Sept

spent his early life
on his father's farm and in the common schools
from 1844 to "50 was a pupil in the celebrated
Jiigh school of Edward Wyman in St. Louis,
finally graduating with honors at Yale College,
son County,

111.,

16, 1829,

During his college course he took a
in 1854.
number of literary prizes, and, in his senior year,
served as one of the editors of "Tlie Yale Literary
Magazine." Returning to Illinois after graduation, he took charge of his father's farm, engaged

and

e.xtensively in

fruit-culture

being the

to introduce the

first

stock-raising,

Devon breed

of

icr

Two

years later he returned to Kaskaskia
and resumed the publication of "The Recorder,'"
ville.

was induced to remove his office to
where he commenced tlie publication
Gazette," followed by "The St.
Clair Mercury," both of which had a brief existence.
About 1843 he returned to the newspaper
business as publisher of "The Belleville Advocate," which he continued for a number of years.
He died, at Belleville, in 1874, leaving two sons
who have been prominently identified with the
but, in 1833,

Belleville,

of

"The

St. Clair

history of journalism
Belleville

in Soutliern

Illinois,

at

and elsewhere.

FLETCHER,

Job, pioneer and early legislator,
was born in "Virginia, in 1793, removed to Sangamon County, 111. in 1819 was elected Represent;

,

Madison County in 1839. He was a
member of the Republican State Central Committee in 1860 in 1862, by appointment of Gov.
Yates, became Enrolling Officer for Madison
County served as Collector of Internal Revenue
for the Twelfth District, 1864-69, and, in 1868,
was elected to tlie State Senate for a term of four
years, and, during the last session of his term
(1872), took a prominent part in tlie revision of
the school law was appointed a member of the
first Board of Trustees of the Industrial Univer-

Railroad, 95 miles east of St. Louis, and 108 miles
south-southeast of Springfield.
It has a barrel

(now the University of Illinois) at Champaign, and reappointed in ISTo. Mr. Flagg was
also prominent in agricultural and horticultural

factory, flouring mills, cliair factories, a National
bank, a savings bank, six churches and a weekly
newspaper.
Population (1880), 1,494; (1890),

organizations, serving as Secretary of the State
Horticultural Society from 1861 to '69, when he

1,695.

cattle in

;

;

:

sity

became

its

President.

He was one

of the origi-

ative in 1826, and, in 1834, to the State Senate,
serving in the latter body six years. He was one

famous "Long Nine" which represented
Sangamon County in the Tenth General Assembly.
Mr. Fletcher was again a member of the
House in 1844-45. Died, in Sangamon County,
of the

in 1872.

FLORA, a city in Harter Township, Clay
County, on the Baltimore & Ohio Southwestern

FLO'WTIR, George, early English
born

in

Hertfordshire,

nators of the "•farmers' movement," served for

came to the United

as Pre.sident of "The State Farmers'
Association," wrote voluminously, and delivereil
addresses in various States on agricultural and
horticultural topics, and, in 18Tu, was elected
President of the National Agricultural Congress.

ated

some time

In his later years he was a recognized leader in
the Granger movement. Died, at Mora, Madison
County, 111.. April r,, 1878.
FLEMIN'tt, Robert K., pioneer printer, was
born in Erie County, Pa., learned the printers'
trade in Pittsburg, and, coming west while quite
young, worked at his trade in St. Louis, finally
removing to Kaskaskia, where he was placed in
control of the office of "Tlie Republican Advocate," whicli had been established in 1823, by
Elias Kent Kane,
The publication of "The
Advocate" having lieen suspended, he revived it
in May, 1825, under the

name

of

"The Kaskaskia

Recorder," but .soon removed it to Vandalia (then
the State capital), and, in 1837. began the publication of "The Illinois Corrector,

"

at

Edwards-

colonist,

was

England, about

1780;

was

associ-

States in 1817, and

with Morris Birkbeck in founding the
"English Settlement" at Albion,
Edwards
County. 111. Being in affluent circumstances, he
built an elegant mansion and stocked an extensive farm with blooded animals from England
and other parts of Europe, but met with reverses
which dissipated his wealth. In common with
Mr. Birkbeck, he was one of the determined
opponents of the attempt to establish slavery in

and did much to defeat that
his wife died on the same day
on a visit to a daugliter at
A book written by him "Hi.story

Illinois in 1824,

measure.

He and

(Jan. 15, 1862), while

Grayville,

111.

of the Englisli Settlement in

—

—

Edwards County,

and published in 1882, is a valuable contribution to the early history of that portion of the
State.— Edward Fordhanis (Flower), .son of the
preceding, was born in England. Jan. 31, 1805,
but came with his father to Illinois in early life;
later he returned to England and spent nearly
half a century at Stratford-on Avon, wliere he
111.'"
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was four times chosen Mayor of tliat borougli
and entertained many visitors from the United
States to Shakespeare's birthplace. Died, March
26, 1883.

FOBES, Pliilena, educator, born in Onondaga
County, N. Y., Sept. 10, 1811; was educated at
Albany and at Cortland Seminary, Rochester,
N. Y. in 1838 became a teacher in Monticello
Female Seminary, then newly established at
Godfrey, 111., under Rev. Theron Baldwin, Principal.
On the retirement of Mr. Baldwin in 1843,
Miss Fobes succeeded to the principalsliip,
remaining until 1866, when she retired. For
;

In
1853, to Dr. W. B. Egan at §20 per acre.
1849, having been seized with the "gold fever,"
Mr. Forbes joined in the overland migration to
California, but, not being successful, returned
two years later by way of the Isthmus, and, having sold his possessions in Cook County, took up
his abode at Newburg, Ohio, and resumed his
occupation as a surveyor. About 1878 he again
returned to Chicago, but survived only a short
time, dying Feb.

17, 1879.

FORD, Thomas,
was born

early lawyer, jurist

and Gov-

some years she resided

Uniontown, Pa., and, in boyhood, accompanied his mother (then a widow) to
Missouri, in 1804.
The family soon after located

New

in

at Rochester, N. Y'., and
Haven, Conn., but, in 1886, she removed to
Philadelphia, where she afterwards made her

home, notwithstanding her advanced age, maintaining a lively interest in educational and
benevolent enterprises. Miss Fobes died at Philadelphia, Nov. 8, 1898, and was buried at New
Haven, Conn.
FOLEY, Thomas, Roman Catholic Bishop, born

was ordained a priest
and, two years later, was appointed Chan-

in Baltimore, Md., in 1823;
in 1846,

cellor of the Diocese, being made Vicar-General
in 1867. He was nominated Coadjutor Bishop of
the Cliicago Diocese in 1869 (Bishop Duggan having become insane), and, in 1870, was consecrated
Bisljop. His administration of diocesan work was
As a man
prudent and eminently successful.
and citizen he won the respect of all creeds and
classes alike, the State Legislature adopting
resolutions of respect and regret upon learning
of his death, which occurred at Baltimore, in
1879.

ernor,

in

Monroe County,

from 1835 to 1837, and was again
commissioned a Circuit Judge for the Galena
was elevated to the bench
of the State Supreme Com-t, but resigned the
following year to accept the nomination of his
party (the Democratic) for Governor. He was
regarded as upright in his general policy, but he
had a number of embarrassing questions to deal
with during his administration, one of these
being the Mormon troubles, in which he failed to
circuit in 1839; in 1841

receive the support of his own party. He was
author of a valuable "History of Illinois," (pubHe died, at Peoria, in
lished posthumously).

greatly reduced circumstances, Nov. 3, 1850. The
State Legislature of 1895 took steps to erect a

monument over his
FORD COUNTY,

and, having removed to Newburg (now South
Cleveland), Ohio, began teaching. In 1829 he
came west to Chicago, and having joined a surveying party, went to Louisiana, returning in
the following year to Chicago, which then con-

ion.

tained only three white families outside of Fort
Dearborn. Having been joined by his wife, he
took up his abode in what was called the "sutler's house" connected with Fort Dearborn; was
appointed one of the ttrst Justices of the Peace,
and opened the first school ever taught in Chicago, all but three of his pupils being either
half-breeds or Indians. In 1833 he was elected, as
a Whig, the first Slieriff of Cook County later
preempted 160 acres of land where Riverside
now stands, subsequently becoming owner of
;

some

1,800 acres,

much

of

which he

sold,

about

Largely through the

of the State

Rensselaer, pioneer
teacher, was born at Windham, Vt., July 20, 1797;
in his youth acquired a knowledge of surveying,

FORBES, Stephen Van

111,

and aid of his half-brother, George
Forquer, he obtained a professional education,
became a successful lawyer, and, early in life,
entered the field of politics. He served as a
Judge of the Circuit Court for the northern part
efforts

grave.
lies

northeast of Springfield,

from Vermilshaped like an inverted "T," and has
an area of 490 square miles; population (1890),

was organized

in 1859, being cut off

It is

The first County Judge was David Patand David Davis (afterwards of the United
Supreme Court) presided over the first
Circuit Court. The surface of the county is level
and the soil fertile, consisting of a loam from one
There is little timber, nor
to five feet in depth.
The county
is there any out-cropping of stone.
is named in honor of Governor Ford. The countyseat is Paxton, which had a population, in 1890, of
Gibson City is a railroad center, and has a
2, 187.
17,035.

ton,

States

population of

1,800.

FORM.\N, (Col.) Ferris, lawyer and soldier,
was born in Tioga County, N. Y., August 25,
1811 graduated at Union College in 1833, studied
law and was admitted to the bar in New York in
;

HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.
and in the United States Supreme Court in
1836; tlie latter year came west and settled at
Vandalia, 111., wliere he began practice; in 1844
1835.

was elected to the State Senate for the district
composed of Fayette, Effingham, Clay and Richland Counties, serving two years; before the
expiration of his term (1846) enlisted for the
Mexican War, and was conmiissioned Colonel of
the Third Regiment Illinois Volunteers, and,
after participating in a number of the most
important engagements of the campaign, was
mustered out at New Orleans, in May, 1847. Returning from the Me.xican War, he brought with
him and presented to the State of Illinois a
six-poimd cannon, which liad been captm-ed by
Illinois troops on the battlefieltl of Cerro Gordo,
is now in the State Arsenal at Springfield.
In 1848 Colonel Forman was chosen Presidential
Elector for the State-at-large on the Democratic

and

ticket

;

in 1849

went

where he pracmeanwhile serving

to California,

ticed his profession until

18.)3,

as Postmaster of Sacramento City by appointment
of President Pierce, and later as Secretary of

John B.
by appointCommis-

State during the administration of Gov.

Weller (1858-60); in 1861

ment

oificiated,

of the California Legislature, as

sioner ou the

the

part of

State

in fixing the

boundary between California and the Territory
After the discharge of this duty, he
was offered the colonelcy of the Fourth California
Volunteer Infantry, whicli he accepted, serving
about twenty months, when he resigned. In
1866 he resumed his residence at Vandalia, and
served as a Delegate for Fayette and Effingham
Counties in the Constitutional Convention of

of Utah.

1869-70, also for several years thereafter held the

Attorney for Fayette County.
Later he returned to California, and, at the
latest date, was a resident of Stockton, in that

office of State's

State.

PORMAN, William S., ex-Congressman, was
born at Natchez, Miss. Jan. 20, 1847. When he
his father's family removed to
Illinois, settling in Washington County, where
By profession he is a
lie has lived ever since.
lawyer, and he takes a deep interest in politics,
,

was four years old,

He represented his
State and National.
in the State Senate in the
Thirty-fourth and Thirty-fifth General Assemlocal.

Senatorial District
blies,

and, in 1888,

was

elected, as

a Democrat, >to

Eighteenth Illinois District in the
Fifty-first Congress, being re-elected in 1890, and
again in '92, but was defeated in 1894 for renominatiou by John J. Higgins. who was defeated at
the election of the same year by Everett J. Murrepre.sent the

In 1896 Mr. Forman was candidate of the
Gold Democracy" for Governor of Illinois.

phy.

receivini;

S, lOlt

votes.

F()R(JI:E1{, (ieorgre,

early State

officer,

was

—

born near Brownsville, Pa., in 1794 was the son
of a Revolutionary soldier, and older half-brother
of Gov. Thomas Ford.
He settled, with his
motlier (then a widow), at New Design, 111., in
1804.
After learning, and, for several years,
following the carpenter's trade at St. Louis, he
returned to Illinois and purchased the tract
whereon Waterloo now stands. Subsequently he
projected the town of Bridgewater, on the Mississippi.
For a time he was a partner in trade of
Daniel P. Cook. Being unsuccessful in business,
he took up the study of law, in whicli he attained
marked success. In 1824 he was elected to represent Monroe County in the House of Representatives, but resigned in January of the following
year to accept tlie position of Secretary of State,
to which he was appointed by Governor Coles,
as successor to Morris Birkbeck, whom the
Senate had refused to conlirm. One ground for
the friendship between him and Coles, no doubt,
was the fact that they had been united in their
opposition to the scheme to make Illinois a slave
State.
In 1828 he was a candidate for Congress,
but was defeated by Josepli Duncan,' afterwards
Governor. At the close of the year he resigned
the office of Secretary of State, but, a few weeks
later (January, 1829), he was elected by the
Legislature Attorney-General. This position he
held until January, 1883, when lie resigned, ha\ ing, as it appears, at the previous election, been
chosen State Senator from Sangamon County,
serving in the Eighth and Ninth General Assemblies.
Before the close of his term as Senator
(1835). lie received the appointment of Register
of the Land Office at Springfield, which appears
to have been the last office held by him, as he
Mr. Forquer was a
died, at Cincinnati, in 1837.
man of recognized ability and influence, an eloquent orator and capable writer, but, in common
with some of the ablest lawyers of that time,
seems to have been much embarrassed by the
smallness of his income, in spite of his ability
and the fact that he was almost continually in
office.

FORREST, a village in Livingston County, at
the intersection of the Toledo, Peoria & Western
and the Wabash Railways, 75 miles east of Peoria
and 16 miles southeast of Pontiac. Considerable
grain is shipped from this point to the Chicagi
market. The village has several churches and a
graded school. Population (1880|, 375, (1890), 1.021.
>

"
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FORREST,

Joseph K. C, journalist, was born
in Cork, Ireland, Nov. 26, 1820 came to Chicago
;

in 1840,

soon after securing employment

as a

writer on "The Evening Journal,"' and, later on,
"The Gem of tlie Prairies," the predecessor of
"The Tribune," being associated with the latter
at the date of its establishment, in June, 1847.
During the early years of his residence in Chicago, Mr. Forrest spent some time as a teacher.

On

retiring from "The Tribune," he became the
of John Wentworth in the management
"The Chicago Democrat," a relation whieli
was broken up liy the consolidation of the latter
with "The Tribune," in 1861. He then became
the Springfield correspondent of "The Tribune,
a,s.sociate

of

also holding a position on the staff of

Yates, and

still later

represented

"The

Governor
St.

Louis

Democrat" and "Chicago Times," as Washington
correspondent assisted in founding "The Chicago
Republican" (now "Inter Ocean"), in 186,5, and,
some years later, became a leading writer upon
the same. He served one term as Clerk of the
city of Chicago, but, in his later years, and up to
the period of liis death, was a leading contributor
to the columns of "The Chicago Evening News"
over the signatures of "An Old Timer" and "Now
or Never." Died, in Chicago. June 33, 1896.
FORRESTOJi, a village in Ogle County, the
terminus of the Chicago and Iowa brancli of the
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad, and
l)oint of intersection of the Illinois Central and
the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railways; 120
miles west by north from Chicago, and 12 miles
south of Freeport. It was founded in 18.'J4. incorporated by special charter in 1868, and, under the
general law, in 1888. Farming and stock-raising
are the principal industries in the vicinity, and a
creamery is located here. The village has a bank,
seven churches, a graded school, and a weekly
;

newspaper. Population (1880), 1,108; (1890), 1,118.
FORSTTHE, Albert P., ex Congressman, was
born at New Richmond, Ohio, May 24, 1830;
received his early education in the common
schools,

and at Asbury University.

He was

reared upon a farm and followed farming as his
During the War of the Rebellion he
life work.
served in the Union army as Lieutenant. In

became an ardent Nationalist,
and was chosen President of the Illinois State
Grange of the Patrons of Industry, in December,
187.'"), and again in January, 1878.
In 1878 he was

politics he early

elected to Congress as a Nationalist, but, in 1880,
though receiving the nominations of the com-

bined Republican and Greenback parties,
defeated by Samuel W. Moulton, Democrat.

was

FORT, Greenbury L., soldier ai
man, was born in Ohio, Oct. 17, 1825, and, in 1834,
removed with his parents to Illinois. In 1850 he
was elected Sheriff of Putnam County in 1852,
Clerk of the Circuit Court, and, liaving meanwhile been admitted to the bar at Lacon, became
County Judge in 1857, serving until 1861. In
April of the latter year he enli.sted under the first
call for troops, by re-enlistments serving till
March 24, 1866. Beginning as Quartermaster of
his regiment, he served as Chief Quartermaster of
the Fifteenth Army Corps on the "March to the
Sea," and was mustered out with the rank of
Colonel and Brevet Brigadier-General. On his
return from the field, he was elected to the State
Senate, serving in the Twenty-fifth and Twentysixth General Assemblies, and, from 1873 to 1881,
;

Representative in
Lacon, June 13, 1883.

as

FORT

CHARTRES,

Congress.

a

strong

He

died,

at

fortification

erected by the Frencli in 1718, on the American
Bottom, 16 miles northwest from Kaskaskia.
The soil on which it stood was alluvial, and the

limestone of which its walls were built was
quarried from an adjacent bluff. In form it was
an irregular quadrangle, surrounded on three
sides by a wall two feet two inches thick, and on
the fourth by a ravine, which, during the springDuring the period of
time, was full of water.
French ascendency in Illinois, Fort Chartres was
the seat of government. About four miles east

soon sprang up the village of Prairie du Rocher
At
(or Rock Prairie).
.(See Prairie dii Rocher.)
tlie outbreak of the French and Indian War
(1756), the original fortification was repaired and
virtually rebuilt.
Its cost at that time is esti-

mated

to

have amounted

to l.DOO.OdO

French

occupation of Illinois by the
remained the seat of
government mitil 1772, when one side of the
fortification was washed away by a freshet, and
headquarters were transferred to Kaskaskia.
The first common law court ever held in the Mississippi Valley was established here, in 1768, by
the order of Colonel Wilkins of the English
army. The ruins of the old fort, situated in the
northwest corner of Randolph County, once constituted an object of no little interest to antiquarians, but the site has disappeared diu-ing the
past generation by the encroachments of the
crowns.

After

tlie

British, Fort Chartres still

Mississippi.

FORT DEARBORN,

the

name

of

a

United

States military post, established at the mouth of
the Chicago River in 1803 or 1804, on a tract of

land six miles square conveyed by the Indians in

;arlv historic scenes, Chicago.
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the treaty of Greenville, concluded b}' General
Wayne in 1795. It originally consisted of twt)
block houses located at opposite angles (north
west and southeast) of a strong wooden stockade,
with the Commandant's ijuarters on the east side
of the quadrangle, soldier.s' barracks on the south,
officers' barracks on the west, and magazine,
contractor's (sutler's) store and general storehouse on the north all the buildings being constructed of logs, and all, except the block-houses,
being entirely within the enclosure. Its armament consisted of three liglit i)ieces of artillery.
Its builder and first commander was Capt. John
Whistler, a native of Ireland who had surrendered
with Burgoyne, at Saratoga,, N. Y., and who
subsequently became an .Vmericau citizen, and
served with distinction througliout the War of
181-2.
He was succeeded, in 1810, by Capt.
Nathan Heald. As early as 1806 the Indians

—

around the fort manifested signs of disquietude,
Tecumseh, a few years later, heading an open

armed

revolt.

In 1810 a c<mncil of Pottawatowas held at St.

mies, Ottawas and Cliippewas

Joseph, Mich., at which it was decided not to
join the confederacy proposed by Chief Tecumseh.
In 1811 hostilities were precipitated by an attack

upon the United States troops under Gen.
William Henry Harrison at Tippecanoe.
In
April, 1812, hostile bands of Winnebagos appeared
in the vicinity of Fort Dearborn, terrifying the

Many

of the whites

sought refuge within the stockade.

Within two
war against

settlers

months

by their

atrocities.

after the

declaration

of

England, in 1812, orders were issued for the
evacuation of Fort Dearborn and the transfer of
the garrison to Detroit.
The garrison at that
time numbered about 70, incluiling officers, a
large number of the troo])s being ill.
Almost
simultaneously with the order for evacuation
appeared bands of Indians clamoring for a distribution of the goods, to which they claimed
they were entitled under treaty stipulations.
Knowing that he had but about forty men able
to fight and that his march would be sadly
hindered by the care of about a dozen women and
twenty children, the commandant hesitated.
The Pottawatomies, through whose country he
would have to pass, had always been friendly, and
he waited. Within six days a force of 500 or 600
savage warriors had asseml)led around the fort.
Among the leaders were the Pottawatomie chiefs.
Black Partridge, Winnemeg and Topenebe. Of
these, Winnemeg was friendly.
It was he who
had brought General Hull's orders to evacuate,
and, as the crisis grew more and more dangerous.
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he otfered sound advice. He urged instantaneous
departure before the Indians had time to agree
upon a line of action. But Captain Heald
decided to distribute the stores among the savages,

and thereby secure from them a friendly
Wayne. To this the aborigines

escort to Fort

readily assented, believing that thereby all the

whisky and ammunition which they knew to be
within the enclosure, would fall into their hands.
Meanwhile Capt. William Wells. Indian Agent at
Fort Wayne, had arrived at Fort Dearborn with
a friendly force of Miamis to act as an escort.
He convinced Captain Heald that it would be the
height of folly to give the Indians liquor and gunpowder. Accordingly the commandant emptied
the former into the lake and destroyed the latter.
This was the signal for war. Black Partridge
claimed he could no longer restrain his young
braves, and at a council of the aborigines it was
resolved to massacre the garrison and .settlers.
On the fifteenth of August the gates of the fort
were opened and the evacuation began. A band
of Pottawatomies accompanied the whites under
the guise of a friendly escort. They soon deserted
and, within a mile and a half from the fort,
began the sickening scene of carnage known as
the "Fort Dearborn Massacre."
Nearly 500
Indians participated, their loss being less than
twenty.

Miami

the first
exceptions
dispatched
with savage ferocity and promptitude. Those
not wounded were scattered among various tribes.
The next day the fort with its stockade was
burned. In 1816 (after the treaty of St. Louis)
tlie fort was rebuilt upon a more elaborate scale.
Tlie second Fort Dearborn contained, besides barracks and officers' quarters, a magazine and
provision-store, was enclosed by a square stockade, and protected by bastions at two of its
angles.
It was again evacuated in 182:i and
Tlie

exchange of
the

shots.

wounded white

escort

fled

With but

at

four

prisoners were

in 1828.
The troops were once
in 1831, to return the following
year during the Black Hawk War. The final
evacuation occurred in 1836.
PORT {JA(;E, situated on the eastern bluflfs of
the Kaskaskia River, oppo.site the village of Kaskaskia.
It was erected and occupied by the
British in 1772.
It was built of heavy, square
timbers and oblong in shape, its dimensions being
290x251 feet. On the night of July 4. 1778, it was
captured by a detachment of American troops
commanded by Col. George Rogers Clark, who
held a commission from Virginia. The soldiers,
with Simon Kenton at their head, were secretly

re-garrisoned

more withdrawn

;
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admitted to the
happened to be
Rocheblave, was
with his wife by

fort

by a Pennsylvanian who
and the commandant,

within,

surprised in bed, while sleeping
his side.

FORT JEFFERSON. I. A fort erected by Col.
George Rogers Clark, under instructions from
the Governor of Virginia, at the Iron Banks on
the east bank of the Mississippi, below the mouth
of the Ohio River. He promised lands to all
adult, able-bodied white males who would emigrate thither and settle, either with or without
their families.
Many accepted the offer, and
a considerable colony was established there.
Toward the close of the Revolutionary War, Virginia being unable longer to sustain the garrison,
the colony was scattered, many families going to

A

Kaskaskia. II.
fort in the Sliami valley,
erected by Governor St. Clair and General Butler,
in October, 1791. Within thirty miles of the
post St. Clair's army, which had been badly

weakened through desertions, was cut to pieces
by the enemy, and the fortification was abandoned.

FORT MASSAC,

an early French

fortification,

erected about 1711 on the Ohio River, 40 miles
from its mouth, in what is now Massac County.
It was the first fortification (except Fort St.
Louis) in the "Illinois Countrj','" antedating
Fort Chartres by several years. The origin of
the name is uncertain. The best authorities are
of the opinion that it was so called in honor of
the engineer who superintended its construction
by others it has been traced to the name of the
French Minister of Marine others assert that it
is a .corruption of the word "Massacre," a name
given to the locality because of the massacre
there of a large number of French soldiers by the
Indians. The Virginians sometimes spoke of it
as the "Cherokee fort." It was garrisoned by
the French until after the evacuation of the
country under the terms of the Treaty of Paris.
It later became a sort of depot for American
settlers, a few families constantly residing within
and around the fortification. At a very early
day a military road was laid out from the fort to
Kaskaskia, the trees alongside being utilized as
milestones, the number of miles being cut with
irons and painted red.
After the close of the
Revolutionary War, the United States Government strengthened and garrisoned the fort by
way of defense against inroads by the Spaniards.
With the cession of Louisiana to the United
States, in 1803, the fort was evacuated and never
re-garrisoned.
According to the "American
State Papers," during the period of the French
;

it
was both a
and a trading post.

occupation,
station

FORT SACKVILLE,

a

Jesuit

British

missionary

fortification,

erected in 1769, on the Wabash River a short
distance below Vincennes. It was a stockade,
with bastions and a few pieces of cannon. In
1778 it fell into the hands of the Americans, and

was

for a

with a

time commanded by Captain Helm,
few Americans and Illinois

garri.son of a

In December, 1778, Helm and one
private alone occupied the fort and surrendered

French.

Governor of Detroit, who
around Vincennes.
(formerly Highwood), a
village and United States Military Post, in Lake
County, on the Milwaukee Division of the Chicago & Northwestern Railway. 34 miles north of
to Hamilton, British

led a force into the country

FORT SHERIDAJf

Chicago. Population (isiill), 4.""il.
FORT ST, LOriS, a French fortification on a
rock (widely known as "Starved Rock"), which
.consists of an isolateil cliff on the south side of
the Illinois River nearly opposite Utica, in La
Salle County.
Its height is between 130 and 140
feet, and its nearly round summit contains an
area of about three-fourths of an acre. The side
facing the river is nearly perpendicular and, in
natural advantages, it is well-nigh impregnable.
Here, in the fall of 1682, La Salle and Tonty
began the erection of a fort, consisting of earthworks, palisades, store-houses and a block house,
which also served as a dwelling and trading post.
A windlass drew water from the river, and two
small brass cannon, mounted on a parapet, comprised the armament.
It was solemnly dedicated
by Father Membre, and soon became a gathering
place for the surrounding tribes, especially the
Illinois.
But Frontenac having been succeeded
as Governor of New France by De la Barre, who
was unfriendly to La Salle, the latter was displaced as Commandant at Fort St. Louis, while
plots were laid to secure his downfall by cutting
off his supplies and inciting the Iroquois to attack
him. La Salle left the fort in 1683, to return to
France, and, in 1702, it was abandoned as a
military post, though it continued to be a trading post until 1718, when it was raided by the
Indians and burned.
(See La Salle.)

FORT WAYNE & CHICAGO RAILROAD.
Wayne & Chicago Railway.)
FORT WAYNE & ILLINOIS RAILROAD. (See
New YorJc, Chicago & St. Louis Railway.)
FORTIFICATIONS, PREHISTORIC. Closely
(See Pittsburg, Fort

related in interest to the works of the

builders in Illinois

mound-

—though, probably, owing their

origin to another era

and an entirely

different
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— are

those works wliii'h hear

evidence of
having been constructed for purposes of defense
at some period anterior to the arrival of white
men in the country. While there are no works
in Illinois so elaborate in construction as those to
which have been given the names of "Fort
Ancient" on the Maumee in Ohio. "Fort Azatlan"
on the Wabash in Indiana, and "B^ort Aztalan"
on Rock River in Southern Wisconsin, there are
a number whose form of construction shows that
they must have been intended for warlike purposes, and that tliey were formidable of their
kind and for the period in which they were constructed.
It is a somewhat curious fact that,
while La Salle County is the seat of the first
fortification constructed by the French in Illinois
that can be said to have had a sort of permanent
character ( see Fort St. Lou in and Starved Rock).
it is also the site of a larger number of prehistoric
fortifications, whose remains are in such a state
of preservation as to be clearly discernible, than
any other section of the State of equal area. One
of the most formidable of these fortifications is
on the east side of Fox River, opposite the mouth
of Indian Creek and some six miles northeast of
Ottawa. This occupies a position of decided
natural strength, and is surrounded by three lines
of circumvallation, showing evidence of considerFrom the size of the trees
able engineering skill.
within tliis work and other evidences, its age has
been estimated at not less than 1,200 years. On
the present site of the town of Marseilles, at the
rapids of the Illinois, seven miles east of Ottawa,
another work of considerable strength existed.
It is also said that the American Fur Company
had an earthwork here for the protection of its
trading station, erected about 1816 or '18, and
consequently belonging to the present centurj'.
Besides Fort St. Louis on Starved Rock, the'outline of another fort, or outwork, whose era has
not been positively determined, about half a mile
south of the former, has been traced in recent
times. De Baugis, sent by Governor La Barre, of
Canada, to succeed Tonty at Fort St. Louis, is said
to have erected a fort on Buffalo Rock, on the
opposite side of tlie river from Fort St. Louis,
which belonged practically to the .same era as the
latter.
There are two points in Southern Illinois
where the aborigines had constructed fortifications to which the name "Stone Fort" has been
given.
One of these is a hill overlooking the
Saline River in the southern part of Saline
Count}-, where there is a wall or breastwork five
feet in height enclosing an area of less than an
acre in extent. The other is on the west side of
race

—
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Lusk's Creek, in Pt)pe County, where a breast
work has been constructed by loosely piling up
the stones across a ridge, or tongue of land, with
vertical sides and surrounded by a bend of the
creek.
Water is easily obtainable from the creek
below the fortified ridge. The remains of an old
Indian fortification were found by early settlers
of McLean County, at a point called "Old Town
Timber," about 1823 to 1825. It was believed
tlien that it had been occupied by the Indians
during the War of 1812. The story of the Indians
was, that it was burned by General Harrison in
1813; though this is improbable in view of the
absence of any historical mention of the fact.
Judge H. W. Beckwith, who examined its site in
1880, is of tlie opinion that its history goes back
as far as 17.52, and that it was erected by the
Indians as a defense against the French at Kaskaskia.
There was also a tradition that there
had been a French mission at this point. One of
the most interesting stories of early fortifications
in the State, is that of Dr. V. A. Boyer, an old
citizen of Chicago, in a paper contributed to the
Chicago Historical Society. Although the work
alluded to by him was evidently constructed after
the arrival of the French in the country, the
exact period to which it belongs is in doubt.
According to Dr. Boyer, it was on an elevated
ridge of timber land in Palos Township, in the
western part of Cook County. He says: "I first
saw it in 1833, and since then have visited it in
company with other persons, some of whom are
still living,
I feel sure that it was not built during the Sac War from its appearance. ... It
seems probable that it was the work of French
traders or explorers, as there were trees a century
It was evidently
old growing in its environs.
the work of an enlightened people, skilled in the
science of warfare. ... As a strategic point it
most completely commanded the surrounding
country and the crossing of the swamp or 'Sag'."
Is it improbable that this was the fort occupied

—

—

by Colonel Durantye in 1695V Tlie remains of a
small fort, supposed to have been a French trading post, were found by the pioneer settlers of
Lake County, where the pre.sent city of Waukegan
stands, giving to that place its first name of
"Little Fort." This structure was seen in 18'25
by Col. William S. Hamilton (a son of Alexander
Hamilton, first Secretary of the Treasury), who
had served in the session of the General Assembly
of that year as a Representative from Sangamon
County, and was then on his way to Green Bay,
and the remains of the pickets or palisades were
visible as late as 1835.
While the date of its
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erection

is

unknown,

it

probably belonged to the

latter part of the eighteenth centurj-.

Tliere

is

also a tradition that a fort or trading post, erected
by a Frenchman named Garay (or Guarie) stood

on the North Branch of the Chicago River prior
to the erection of the first Fort Dearborn in 180:1
FOSS, tieorgre Edmund, lawyer and Congressman, was born in Franklin County, Vt. July 3,
1863; graduated from Harvard University, in
1885; attended the Columbia Law School and
.

School of Political Science in New York City,
finally graduating from the Union College of Law
in Chicago, in 1889, when he was admitted to the
bar and began practice. He never held any
political office until elected as a Republican to
the Fifty-fourth Congress (1894), from the

Seventh Illinois District, receiving a ma.iority of
more than 8,000 votes over his Democratic and
Populist competitors. In 1896 he was again the
candidate of his party, and was re-elected by a
majority of over 20,000, as he was a third time,
In the
in 1898, by more than 12,000 majority.
Fifty-fifth Congress Mr. Foss was a member of tlie
Committees on Naval Affairs and Expenditures in
the Department of Agriculture.
FOSTER, (Dr.) John Herbert, physician and
educator, was born of Quaker ancestry at Hillsborough, N. H., March 8, 1796. His early years
were spent on his father's farm, but at the age
of 16 he entered an academy at Meriden, N. H.,
and, three years later, began teaching with an
older brother at Schoharie, N. Y. Having spent
some sixteen years teaching and practicing
medicine at various places in his native State, in
1832 he came west, first locating in Morgan
County, 111. While there he took part in the

Hawk War, serving as a Surgeon. Before
the close of the year he was compelled to come to
Chicago to look after the estate of a brother who
was an oflScer in the army and had been killed by
an insubordinate soldier at Green Bay. Having
thus fallen heir to a considerable amount of real
subsequent years, largely
estate, which, in
appreciated in value, he became identified with
early Chicago and ultimately one of the largest
He
real-estate owners of his time in the city.
was an active promoter of education during this
period, serving on both City and State Boards.
His death occurred. May 18, 1874, in consequence
of injuries sustained by being thrown from a
vehicle in which he was riding nine days previous.
FOSTER, John Wells, author and scientist,
was born at Brimfield, Mass., in 1815, and educated at Wesleyan University, Conn later studied
law and was admitted to the bar in Ohio, but
Black

;

soon turned his attention to scientific pursuits,
being employed for several years in the geological
survey of Ohio, during which he investigated the
coal-beds of the State. Having incidentally
devoted considerable attention to the study of
metallurgy, he was employed about 1844 by
mining capitalists to make the first systematic
survey of the Lake Superior copper region, upon
which, in conjunction with J. D. Whitney, he
made a report which was published in two volumes in 1850-51. Returning to Massachusetts, he
participated in the organization of the 'American
Party" there, though we find him soon after
breaking with it on the slavery question. In
1855 he was a candidate for Congress in the
Springfield (Mass.) District, but was beaten by a
small majority. In 1858 he removed to Chicago
'

and, for

some time, was Land Commissioner

of

the Illinois Central Railroad. The latter years of
his life were devoted chiefly to archaeological
researches and writings, also serving for some
years as Professor of Natural History in the (old)
University of Chicago. His works include "Tlie
Mississippi Valley; its Physical Geography, Min"Mineral
eral Resources," etc. (Chicago, 1869)
Wealth and Railroad Development," (New York,
;

"Prehistoric Races of the United States,"
(Chicago, 1873), besides contributions to numer-

1873)

;

ous scientific periodicals.

He was a member

of

several scientific associations and, in 18G9, Presi-

dent of the American Association for the Adof Science.
He died in Hyde Park,
a part of Chicago, June 29, 1873.
Philip B., lawyer and Congressman,
was born at Kaskaskia, 111., Jan. 23, 1818; was
cliiefly self-educated and began his career as a
clerk, afterwards acting as a civil engineer; about
1841-42 was associated with the publication of
"The Belleville Advocate," later studied law,
and, after being admitted to the bar, served as
Prosecuting Attorney, being re-elected to that
Previous to this, liowever, he had
office in 1856.
been elected to the lower branch of the Seventeenth General Assembly (1850), and, in 1858,
was elected as a Democrat to the Thirty-sixth
Congress and re-elected two years later. While
still in Congress he assisted in organizing the
Thirtieth Regiment Illinois Volunteers, of which
he was commissioned Colonel, but resigned on
account of ill-health soon after the battle of Shiloh.
After leaving the army he removed to New
Orleans, where he was appointed Public Administrator and practiced law for some time. He then
took up tlie prosecution of the cotton-claims

vancement

now

FOUKE,

against the Mexican Government, in which he

I
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was engaged some seven years, finally removing
to Washington City and making several trips to
Europe in the interest of these

suits.

He won

his cases, but died soon after a decision in his
favor, largely in consequence of overtaxing his

His death occurred
1^70, when he was buried
Cemetery, President Grant

brain in their prosecution.
in

Washington, Oct.

in the Congressional

3,
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serving as its Recording
Secretary for several years. In 1859 he moved tn
Portland, Ore., where he published "Tlie Oregon
Farmer," and served as President of the Oregon
State Agricultural Society; in 1861 was ai>pointed by President Lincoln, Paymaster in the
regular army, serving until 1870, when he retired
tural Society

on half-pay.

(1853),

Died, at Portland, Ore., Oct. 25,

and a number of Senators and Congressmen acting

1872.

as pall-bearers at his funeral.

was born at Wethersfield, Conn., April

14, 1815;

in 1834, joined his brother at Springfield,

111.,

FOWLER,

Charles Henry, Methodi.st Episcopal

Bishop, born in Burford, Conn., August

11,

1837;

was partially educated at Rock River Seminary,
Mount Morris, finally graduating at Genesee
College. N. Y. in 1859.
He then began the study
of law in Chicago, but, changing his purpose,
entered Garrett Biblical Institute, at Evanston,
,

graduating in 1861. Having been admitted to
the Rock River Methodist Episcopal Conference
he was appointed successively to Chicago churches
till 1872; then became President of tlie Northwestern University, holding this ofiice fom- years,
when he was elected to the editorship of "The
Christian Advocate" of New York. In 1881 he
was elected and ordained Bishop. His residence
is in San Francisco, his labors as Bishop being
devoted largely to the Pacific States.
FOX RIVER (of Illinois)— called Pishtaka by
the Indians rises in Waukesha County, Wis.,
and, after running southward through Kenosha
and Racine Counties in tliat State, passes into
Illinois.
It intersects McHeury and Kane Counties and runs southward to the city of Aurora,
below which point it flows southwestward, until
Its
it empties into the Illinois River at Ottawa.
length is estimated at 220 miles. The chief
towns on its banks are Elgin, Aurora and Ottawa.
It affords abundant water power.
FOXES, an Indian tribe. (See Sacs and

—

Fo.ves.)

FR.VNCIS, Simeon,

pioneer

journalist,

was

at Wethersfield, Conn., May 14, 1796,
learned the printer's trade at New Haven, and, in
connection with a partner, published a paper at
In consequence of the excitement
Buffalo, N. Y.

born

growing out of the abduction of Morgan in 1828,
(being a Mason) he was compelled to suspend,
and, coming to Illinois in the fall of 1831, commenced the publication of "The Sangamo" (now
"The Illinois State") "Journal" at Springfield,
continuing his connection therewith until 1855,
when he sold out to Messrs. Bailhache & Baker.
Abraham Lincoln was his close friend and often
wrote editorials for his paper. Mr. Francis was
active in the organization of the State Agi-icul-

Allen (Francis), brother of the preceding,

became a partner

and

the publication of "The
Journal" until its sale, in 1855. In 1861 he was
appointed United States Consul at Victoria, B. C.
serving until 1871, when he engaged in the fur
in

Later lie was United States Consul at
Port Stanley, Can., dying there, about 1887.
Josiah (Francis), cousin of the preceding, born
at Wethersfield, Conn., Jan. 17, 1804; was early
connected with "The Springfield Journal": in
1836 engaged in merchandising at Athens, Menard
County returning to Springfield, was elected to
the Legislature in 1840, and served one term as
Mayor of Springfield. Died in 1867.
FRANKLIN, a village of Morgan County, on
the Jacksonville & St. Louis Railroad, 13 miles
southeast of Jacksonville. The place has a newspaper and one or more banks; the surrounding
country is agi-icultural. Population ri880), 316;
trade.

;

(1890), 578.

FRANKLIN COUNTY,

located

in the south-

was organized in 1818,
and has an area of 430 square miles. Population
The county is well timbered and
(1890), 17,138.
is drained by the Big Muddy River.
The soil is
fertile and the products include cereals, potatoes,
sorghum, wool, pork and fruit. Tlie county -seat
is Benton, with a population (1890) of 939.
Tliecountj' contains no large towns, although large,
well-cultivated farms are numerous. The earliest white settlers came from Kentucky and Tennessee, and the hereditary traditions of generous,
central part of the State;

southwestern hospitality are preserved

among

the re.sidents of to-day.

FRANKLIN GROVE,

a town of Lee County,
on the Council Bluffs Division of the Chicago &
Northwestern Railway, 88 miles west of Chicago.
Grain and live-.stock are shipped from here in
considerable quantities. It has banks and a
weekly paper. Population (1880), 730; (1890),
736,

FRAZIER, Robert, a native of Kentucky, who
to Southern Illinois at an early day and
served as State Senator from Edwards County, in
the .Second and Third General Assemblies, in the
came

;
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beiug an opponent of the scheme to make
Illinois a slave .State.
He was a farmer by occupation and, at tlie time he was a member of the
Legislature, resided in what afterwards became
Wabash County. Subsequently he removed to
Edwards County, near Albion, where he died.
"Frazier's Prairie," in Edwards County, was
named for him.
FREEBUBtf, a village of St. Clair County, on
the St. Louis, Alton & Terre Haute Railroad, 8
Population (1880),
miles southeast of Belleville.

and the Grand Commandery of the order in Illinois in 1857, with James V. Z. Blaney, Grand
Commander. In 1895 it was made up of sixtyfive subordinate commanderies, with a total
membership of 9,355, and dues amounting to
$7,754.75.
The principal officers in 1895-96 were
Henry Hunter Montgomery, Grand Commander
John Henry Witbeck, Grand Treasurer, and Gilbert W. Barnard, Grand Recorder. The Springfield Chapter of Royal Arch-Masons was organized
in Springfield, Sept. 17, 1841, and the Royal Arch

1,038; (1890), 848.

Chapter of the State at Jacksonville, April 9,
1850, the nine existing Chapters being formally

latter

FREEMAN, Norman L., lawyer and Supreme
Court Reporter, was born in Caledonia, Livingston County, N. Y. May 9, 1823 in 1831 accompanied his widowed mother to Ann Arbor, Mich.,
removing six years afterward to Detroit was educated at Cleveland and Ohio University, taught
school at Lexington, Ky., while studying law,
and was admitted to the bar in 1846; removed to
Shawneetown, 111., in 1851, was admitted to the
;

,

;

and practiced some eight years. He
then began farming in Marion County, Mo., but,
in 1862, returned to Shawneetown and, in 1863,
was appointed Reporter of Decisions by the
Supreme Court of Illinois, serving until his
death, which occurred at Springfield near the
beginning of his sixth term in office, August 23,
Illinois bar

—

chartered Oct. 14, of the same year. The number
of subordinate Chapters, in 1895, was 186, with a
total membership of 16,414.
The Grand Council

—

of Royal

and Select Masters, in 1894, embraced 33
Councils, with a membership of

subordinate
3,318.

FREEPORT, a city and railway center, the
county-seat of Stephenson County, 131 miles
west of Chicago. It has good water power from
the Rock River and several manufacturing establishments, among the manufactured output being
carriages, wagon wheels, windmills, coffee mills,
flour, leather, foundry products and vinegar.
The Illinois Central Railroad has shops here.
Population

(1880),

Fifty-fifth Congress

1894.

FREE MASONS,

the oldest secret fraternity in
the State known as the "Ancient Order of Free
and Accepted Masons" the first Lodge being
instituted at Kaskaskia, June, 3, 1806, with Gen.
John Edgar, Worshipful Master; Michael Jones,
Senior Warden; James Galbraith, Junior Warden William Arundel, Secretary Robert RobinTliese are names of persons
son, Senior Deacon.
who were, without exception, prominent in the

—

—

;

;

early history of Illinois.

A

Grand Lodge was

organized at Vandalia in 1823, with Gov. Shadrach Bond as first Grand Master, but the organization of the Grand Lodge, as it now exists, took
place at Jacksonville in 1840. The number of
Lodges constituting the Grand Lodge of Illinois
in 1840 was six, with 1.57 members: the number
of Lodges within the same jurisdiction in 1895
was 713, with a membership of 50,727, of which
47,335 resided in Illinois.
The dues for 1895
were §37,834.50; the contributions to members,
their widows and orphans, $35,038.41; to nonmembers, 86,306.38, and to the Illinois Masonic
Orphans' Home, §1,315.80. Apollo Conmiandery
No. 1 of Knights Templar the pioneer organization of its kind in this or any neighboring
State— was organized in Chicago, May 20, 1845,

—
—

Government

8,516;

(1890),

made an

10,189.

The

appropriation for a

l)uilding at Freeport.

FREEPORT COLLE(}E,an

institution at Free-

port, III, incorporated in 1895; is co-educational;

had a faculty of

six instructors in 1896,

with 116

pupils.

FREER, Lemuel

Covell Paine, early lawyer,
was born in Dutchess County, N. Y., Sept. 18,
1815; came to Chicago in 1836, studied law and
was admitted to the bar in 1840 was a zealous
anti-slavery man and an active supporter of the
Government during the War of the Rebellion;
for many years was President of the Board of
Trustees of Rush Medical College. Died, in
Chicago, April 14, 1893.
FRENCH, Augustus C, ninth Governor of
Illinois (1846-53), was born in New Hampshire,
August 3, 1808. After coming to Illinois, he
became a resident of Crawford County, and a
lawyer by profession. He was a member of the
Tenth and Eleventh General Assemblies, and
Receiver, for a time, of the Land Office at Palestine.
He served as Presidential Elector in 1844,
was elected to the office of Governor as a Democrat in 1846 by a majority of nearly 17,000 over
two competitors, and was the unanimous choice of
His adminishis party for a second term in 1848.
;
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from scandals. He was appointed
Bank Commissioner by Governor Matteson, and

tration

was

free

later accepted the chair of

Law

in

McKendree

College at Lebanon. In 1858 he was the nominee
of the Douglas wing of the Democratic party for
State Superintendent of Public Instruction,
'

ex-Gov. John Reynolds being the candidate of
the Buchanan branch of the party. Both were
defeated.
His last public service was as a member from St. Clair County of the Constitutional

Convention of
1864

1863.

FRENCH AND

Died, at Lebanon, Sept.

INDIAJf

4,

WAR.

The first
the West was

premonition of this struggle in
given in 1698, when two English vessels entered
the mouth of the Mississippi, to take possession
of the French Territory of Louisiana, which then
included what afterward became the State of
Illinois.
This expedition, however, returned
without result. Great Britain was anxious to
have a colorable pretext for attempting to evict
the French, and began negotiation of treaties
with the Indian tribes as early as 1724, expecting
thereby to fortify her original claim, which was
based on the right of prior discovery. The

numerous sliif tings of the political kaleidoscope in
Europe prevented any further steps in this direcEngland until 1748-49, when
the Ohio Land Company received a royal grant
of 500,000 acres along the Ohio River, with exclution on the part of

sive^trading privileges. The Company proceeded
and survey and, about 1753, established
a trading post on Loramie Creek, 47 miles north
of Dayton. The French foresaw that hostilities
to explore

were probable, and advanced their posts as far
Complaints by the
Ohio Company induced an ineffectual remonstrance on the part of Virginia. Among the
ambassadors sent to the French by the Governor
of Virginia was George Waslungton, %vho thus,
in early manhood, became identified with Illinois
history.
His report was of such a nature as to
induce the erection of counter fortifications by
the British, one of which (at the junction of the
Allegheny and Mouongahela Ri%'ers) was seized
and occupied by the French before its completion.
Then ensued a series of engagements which,
while not involving large forces of men, were
fraught with grave consequences, and in which
the French were generally successful. In 1755
occurred "Braddock's defeat" in an expedition to
recover Fort Duquesne (where Pittsbm-g now
stands), which had been captured by the French
the previous year, and the Government of Great
Britain determined to redouble its efforts. The
east as the Allegheny River.
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was the termination of French domination in the Oliio Valley. Later came the downfinal result

of French ascendency in

Canada as the result
but the vanquished yet
hoped to be able to retain Louisiana and Illinois.
But France was forced to indemnify Spain for the
loss of Florida, which it did by the cession of all
of Louisiana lying west of the Mississippi (including the city of New Orleans), and this virtually
ended French hopes in Illinois. The last military
post in North America to be garrisoned by French
troops was Fort Chartres, in Illinois Territory,
where St. Ange remained in command until its
fall

of the battle of Quebec

;

evacuation was demanded

liy

FRENCH GOVERNORS oiP

the English.

ILLINOIS. French

Governors began to be appointed by the Company
of the Indies (which see) in 1733, the "Illinois
Country" having previously been treated as a
dependency of Canada. The first Governor ( or

"commandant") was

Pierre

Duque de

Boisbriant.

who was commandant for only tliree years, when
he was summoned to New Orleans (1725) to succeed de Bienville as Governor of Louisiana. Capt.
du Tisne was in command for a short time after
his departure, but was succeeded by another
Captain in the royal army, whose name is variously spelled de Liette, de Lielte, De Siette and
Delietto.
He was followed in turn by St. Ange
(the father of St. Ange de Bellerive), who died in
1742.
In 1732 the Company of the Indies surrendered its charter to the crown, and tlie Governors
of the Illinois Country were thereafter appointed
directly by royal authority.
Under the earlier
Governors justice had been administered under
the civil law with the cliange in the method of
appointment the code known as tlie "Common
Law of Paris" came into effect, although not
rigidly enforced because found in many particulars to be ill-suited to the needs of a new country.
The first of the Royal Governors was Pierre
d' Artaguiette, who was appointed in 1734, but was
captured while engaged in an expedition against
the Chickasaws, in 1736, and burned at the stake.
(See D' Artaguiette.)
He was followed by
Alphonse de la Buissoniere, who was succeeded,
in 1740, by Capt. BenoLst de St. Claire.
In 1743
he gave way to the Chevalier Bertel or Berthet,
but was reinstated about 1748. The last of the
French Governors of the "Illinois Country" was
Louis St. Ange de Bellerive, who retired to St.
Louis, after turning over the command to Captain Stirling, the English officer sent to supersede
him, in 1765. (St. Ange de Bellerive died, Dec.
27, 1774.)
The administration of the French
commandants, while firm, was usually conserva;

;
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and benevolent. Local self-government was
encouraged as far as practicable, and, while the
Governors' power over commerce was virtually
unrestricted, they interfered but little with the
tive

ordinary

life of

the people.

FREW,

Calvin Hamill, lawyer and State Senawas born in Cleveland, Ohio, educated at
Finley (Ohio) High School, Beaver (Pa. Academy
and Vermilion Institute at Hayesville, Ohio. in
1863 was Principal of the High School at Kalida,
Ohio, where he began the study of law, which he
continued the next two years with Messrs. Strain
& Kidder, at Monmouth, 111., meanwhile acting
as Principal of a high school at Young America
in 1865 removed to Paxton, Ford County, which
has since been his home, and the same year was
admitted to the bar by the Supreme Court of Illinois.
Mr. Frew served as Assistant Superintendent of Schools for Ford County (1865-68) in 1868
was elected Representative in the Twenty -sixth
General Assembly, re-elected in 1870. and again
in "78.
While practicing law he has been connected with some of the most important cases
before the courts in that section of the State, and
his fidelity and skill in their management are
testified by members of the bar, as well as
Judges upon the bench. Of late years he has
tor,

)

;

;

In 1850 he went to Caliwhere he engaged in mining and trade
meanwhile serving one term in
the State Senate. In 1857 he was appointed Collector of the Port at Chicago by President Buchanan, but was removed in 1859 because of his

canal management.
fornia,

for three years,

friendship for Senator Douglas. In 1860 he
returned to Greene County in 1861, in spite of his
advanced age, was commissioned Colonel of the
Sixty-first Illinois Volunteers, and later participated in numerous engagements (among them the
battle of Shiloh), was captured by Forrest, and
ultimately compelled to resign because of impaired health and failing eyesight, finally becoming totally blind. He died, June 27, 1881, and
was buried in Oak Ridge Cemetery, near Springfield.
Two of Colonel Fry's sons achieved distinction during the Civil War.
James Barnet
(Fry), son of the preceding, was born at Carrollton. 111., Feb. 32. 1837; graduated at West
Point Military Academy, in 1847, and was
assigned to artillery service after a short experience as Assistant Instructor, joined his regiment,
the Third United States Artillery, in Mexico,
remaining there through 1847-48. Later, he was
;

—

;

devoted his attention to breeding trotting horses,
with a view to the improvement of his health
but not with tlie intention of permanently

employed on frontier and garrison duty, and
again as Instructor in 1853-54, and as Adjutant of
tlie Academy during 1854-59; became Assistant
Adjutant-General, March 16, 1861, then served as
Chief of Staff to General McDowell and General

abandoning

Buell (1861-63), taking part in the battles of^Bull

his profession.

FRY, Jacob, pioneer and soldier, was born in
Fayette County, Ky., Sept. 20, 1799; learned the
trade of a carpenter and came to Illinois in 1819,
working first at Alton, but, in 1820. took up his
residence near tlie present town of Carrolltou, in
which he built the first house. Greene County
was not organized until two years later, and this
border settlement was, at that time, the extreme
northern white settlement in Illinois. He served
as Constable and Deputy Sheriff (simultaneously)
for six years, and was then elected Sheriff, being
He served through the
five times re-elected.
Black Hawk War (first as Lieutenant-Colonel and
afterwards as Colonel), having in his regiment
Abraham Lincoln, O. H. Browning, John Wood
(afterwards Governor) and Robert Anderson, of
Fort Sumter fame. In 1837 he was appointed

& Michigan Canal,
and "41, later becoming
Acting Commissioner, with authority to settle up
the business of the former commission, which
Commissioner of the

and

Illinois

re appointed in 1839

was that year

legislated out of office.

He was

afterwards appointed Canal Trustee by Governor
Ford, and, in 1847, retired from connection with

Run, Shiloh and Corinth, and in the campaign in
Kentucky; was made Provost-Marshal-General

and conducted the drafts of that year, receiving the rank
He continued in this office until August 30, 1866, during
which time he put in the army 1,120,621 men,
of the United States, in March, 1863,

of Brigadier-General, April 31, 1864.

arrested 76,562 deserters, collected .?36,366,316.78

and made an exact enrolhnent of the National
forces.
After the war he served as AdjutantGeneral with the rank of Colonel, till June 1,
1881, when he was retired at his own request.
Besides his various official reports, he published a
"Sketch of the Adjutant-General's Department,
United States Army, from 1775 to 1875," and "History and Legal Effects of Brevets in the Armies of

Great Britain and the United States, from their
origin in 1693 to the PresentTime," (1877), Died,
in Newport, R. 1., July 11, 1894.— William M.
(Fry), another son, was Provost Marshal of the
Illinois District during the Civil War, and
rendered valuable service to the Government.
FULLER, Allen Curtis, lawyer, jurist and
Adjutant-General, was born in Farmington,

North

IIISTUllICAL
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Conn., Sept. 24, 1822; studied law at Warsaw,
N. Y., was admitted to practice, in 1846 came to
Belvidere, Boone County, 111., and, after practicing there some years, was elected Circuit Judge
in 1861.
A few months afterward he was induced

accept the office of Adjutant-General by
appointment of Governor Yates, entering upon
the duties of the office in November, 1861. At
first it was understood that liis acceptance was
only temporary, so that he did not formally
resign his place upon the bench until July, 1862.
He continued to discharge the duties of AdjutantGeneral until January, 186.5, when, having been
elected Representative in tlie General Assembly,
he was succeeded in the Adjutant-General's office
by General Isham N. Haynie. He served as
Speaker of the House during the following session, and as State Senator from 1867 to 1873—
in the Twenty-fifth, Twenty -si.xth and Twentyseventh General Assemblies. He was also elected
a Republican Presidential Elector in 1860, and
again in 1876. Since retiring from office. General
Fuller has devoted his attention to the practice of
liis profession and looking after a large private
to

business at Belvidere.

FFLIER,

Charles E., lawyer and legislator,
Boone County, 111., March 31,
1849 attended the district school until 12 years
of age, and, between 1861 and '67, served as clerk
He
in stores at Belvidere and Cherry Valley.
then spent a coujjle of years in the book business
in Iowa, when ^1869) he began the study of law
with Hon. Jesse S. Hildrup, at Belvidere, and
was admitted to the bar in 1870. Since then
Mr. Fuller has practiced his profession at Belvidere, was Corporation Attorney for that city in
187.5-76, the latter year being elected State's
Attorney for Boone County. From 1879 to 1891
he served continuously in the Legislature, first
as State Senator in the Thirty-first and Thirtysecond General Assemblies, then as a member of
the House for three sessions, in 1888 being
returned to the Senate, where he served the
next two sessions. Mr. Fuller established a high
reputation in the Legislature as a debater, and
was the candidate of his party (the Republican)
He was also a
for Speaker of the House in 1885.
delegate to the Republican National Convention
of 1884. Mr. Fuller was elected Judge of the
Circuit Court for the Seventeenth Circuit at the
judicial election of June, 1897.
FULLER, Melville Weston, eighth Chief Justice of the United States Supreme Court, was
born at Augusta, Maine. Feb. 11, 1833, graduated
from Bowdoin College in 1853, was admitted to

was born
;

at Flora.
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the bar in 18.55, and became City Attorney of his
native city, but resigned and removed to Chicago
Through his mother's
the following year.
family lie traces his descent back to the Pilgrims
of the Mayflower.
His literary and legal attainments are of a high order. In politics he has
always been a strong Democrat. He served as a
Delegate to the Constitutional Convention of
1862 and as a member of the Legislature in 1863,
after that time devoting his attention to the
practice of his profession in Cliicago. In 1888
President Cleveland appointed him Chief Justice
of the Supreme Court, since which time he has
resided at Wasliington, although still claiming a
residence in Chicago, where he has considerable
property interests.

FULLERTO\, Alexander N., pioneer settler
and lawyer, born in Chester, Vt., in 1804, was
educated at Middlebury College and Litchfield
Law School, and, coming to Chicago in 1833,
finally engaged in real-estate and mercantile
business, in which he was very successful.
His
name has been given to one of the avenues of
Chicago, as well as associated with one of the
prominent business blocks. He was one of the
original members of the Second Presbyterian
Church of that city. Died, Sept. 29, 1880.
FULTON, a city and railway center in White'

side County, 135 miles west of Chicago, located

Chicago &
Northwestern, the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy
& St. Paul Railways.
It is the southern terminus of a line of steamers
wliich annually brings millions of bushels of grain
down the Mississippi from Minnesota, Wisconsin
and Northern Illinois, carrying, on their return,
large quantities of merchandise, agricultural
implements, etc. Fulton has a capacious elevator and factories for the making of drain- pipe,
stoneware and carriages, besides important
lumber industries. The Northern Illinois College is situated here.
Population (1880), 1,733;

on the Mississippi River and the

and the Chicago, ililwaukee

(1890), 2,099.

FULTOX COUNTY, situated west of and bordering on the Illinois River was originally a part
of Pike County, but separately organized in 1823
named for Robert Fulton. It has an area of 870
square miles with a population (1890) of 43.110.
The soil is ricli, well watered and wooded. Drainage is eflfected bj- the Illinois and Spoon Rivers
(the former constituting its eastern boundary)
Lewistown became the
and by Copperas Creek.
county-seat immediately after county organization, and so remains to the present time (1899)
The surface of the county at a distance from the
;

—

—
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generally flat, although along the Illinois
there are bluffs rising to the height of 125 feet.
The soil is rich, and underlying it are rich, workthin seam of cannel coal
able seams of coal.
river

is

A

been mined near Avon, with a contiguous
vein of fire-clay. Some of the earliest settlers were
Messrs. Craig and Savage, who, in 1818, built a
saw mill on Otter Creek; Ossian M. Ross and
lias

Stephen Dewey, who

laid off

Lewistown on

his

own

land in 1822. The first hotel in the entire
military tract was opened at Lewistown by Truflat-boat ferry across the
man Phelps, in 1827.
The
Illinois was established at Havana, in 1823.
principal towns are Lewistown (population, 2, 166),

A

Farmiugton

(1,375),

and Vermont

(1,158).

FULTON COUNTY NARROW-GAUtiE RAILWAY, a

extending from the west bank of the
Illinois River, opposite Havana, to Galesburg,
single-track, narrow-gauge
It is a
61 miles.
although the excavations and
(3-foot) road,
embankments are being widened to accommodate
a track of standard gauge. The grades are few,
and, as a rule, are light, although, in one instance,
line

the gradient is eighty -four feet to the mile.
There are more than 19 miles of curves, the maxibeing sixteen degrees. The rails are of
iron, thirty-five pounds to the yard, road not
Capital stock outstanding (1895),
ballasted.
3636,794; bonded debt, §484,000; miscellaneous

mum

obligations, 5462,362; total capitalization, §1,583,156.

,

The

line

from Havana to Fairview

(31 miles)

was chartered in 1 878 and opened in 1880 and the
extension from Fairview to Galesburg chartered
in 1881

and opened

FUNK,

in 1882.

was born in Clark
County, Ky., Nov. 17, 1797; grew up with meager
educational advantages and, in 1823, came to Illinois, finally settling at what afterwards became
known as Funk's Grove in McLean County.
Isaac,

pioneer,

Here, with no other capital than industry, perseverance, and integrity, Mr. Funk began laying
the foundation of one of the most ample fortunes
ever acquired in Illinois outside the domain of
trade or speculation. By agriculture and dealing
in live-stock, he became the possessor of a large
area of the finest farming lands in the State,

a liberal and patriotic support to the Government
during the war for the preservation of the Union.
During the session of the Twenty-third General
Assembly, in February, 1863, he delivered a
speech in the Senate in indignant condemnation
of the policy of the anti-war factionists, which,
although couched in homely language, aroused
the enthusiasm of the friends of the Government
throughout the State and won for its author a
prominent place in State history. Benjamin F.
(Funk), son of the preceding, was born in Funk's
Grove Township, McLean County, 111., Oct. 17,
1838.
After leaving the district schools, he
entered the Wesleyan University at Bloomington, but suspended his studies to enter the army
in 1862, enlisting as a private in the Sixty-eighth
After five months' service
Illinois Volunteers.
he was honorably discharged, and re-entered the
University, completing a three-years' course.
For three years after graduation he followed
farming as an avocation, and, in 1869, took up
In 1871 he was
his residence at Bloomington.
chosen Mayor, and served seven consecutive
terms.
He was a delegate to the National
Republican Convention of 1888, and was the successful candidate of that party, in 1892, for Representative in Congress from the Fourteenth Illinois
Lafayette (Funk), another son of Isaac
District.
Funk, was a Representative from McLean County
in the Thirty-third General Assembly and SenaOther
tor in the Thirty-fourth and Thirty-fifth.
sons wlib have occupied seats in the same body
include George W. Representative in the Twentyseventh, and Duncan M., Representative in the
The Funk
Fortieth and Forty-first Assemblies
family have been conspicuous in the affairs of

—

,

McLean County for a generation, and its members have occupied many other positions of importance and influence, besides those named, under
the State, County and municipal governments.

GAGE, Lyman

J.,

Secretary of the Treasury,

which he brought to a high state of cultivation,
leaving an estate valued at his death at not less
than §2,000.000. Mr. Funk served three sessions
in the General Assembly, first as Representative
in the Twelfth (1840-42), and as Senator in the

was born in De Ruyter, Madison County, N. Y.
June 28, 1836; received a common school education in his native county, and, on the removal of
his parents, in 1848, to Rome, N. Y., enjoyed the
advantages of instruction in an academy. At
the age of 17 he entered the employment of the
Oneida Central Bank as office-boy and general
utility clerk, but, two years afterwards, came to
Chicago, first securing employment in a planing

Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth (1862-66), dying

mill, and. in 1858,

before the close of his last term, Jan. 29, 1865.
Originally a Whig in politics, he became a Republican on the organization of that party, and gave

obtaining a position as bookkeeper of the Merchants' Loan and Trust Company, at a salary of §500 a year. By 1861 he had
been advanced to the position of cashier of the
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concern, but, in 1868, he accepted the cashiership
of the First National Bank of Chicago, of which
he became the Vice-President in 1881 and, in
Mr. Gage was also one of the
1801, the President.
prominent factors in securing the location of the
World's Fair at Chicago, becoming one of the
guarantors of the §10,000.000 promised to be ijiised
b}' tlie city of Chicago, and being finally chosen

the

He

first

President of the Exposition Company.

also presided over the bankers" section of tlie

World's Congress Auxiliary in

and, for a
number of years, was President of the Civic Federation of Chicago. On the assumption of the
1893,

Presidency by President McKinley, in March,
1897, Mr. Gage was selected for the position of
Secretary of the Treasury, which he has continued to occupy up to tlie present time 1899).
GALATIA, a village of Saline County, on the
St. Louis, Alton & Terre Haute Railroad, 40 miles
southeast of Duquoin. It has a bank and a newspaper. Population (1880). 674; (1890), 519.
GALE, George Washington, D.D., LL.D.,
clergyman and educator, was born in Dutchess
County, N. Y., Dec. 3, 1789. Left an orphan at
eight years of age, he fell to the care of older
sisters who inherited the vigorous character of
their father, which they instilled into the son.
He graduated at Union College in 1814, and, having taken a course in the Theological Seminary
at Princeton, in 1816 was licensed by the Hudson
Presbytery and assumed the charge of building
up new churches in Jefferson County, N. Y.,
serving also for six years as pastor of the Presby(

terian church at Adams.

Here

his labors

were

attended by a revival in which Charles G. Finney, the eloquent evangelist, and other eminent
men were converts. Having resigned his charge
at Adams on account of illness, he spent the
winter of 1823-24 in Virginia, where his views
were enlarged by contact with a new class of
people.
Later, removing to Oneida County,
N. Y., by his marriage with Harriet Selden he
acquired a considerable property, insuring an
income which enabled him to extend the field of
his labors.
The result was the establishment of
the Oneida Institute, a manual labor school, at
Whitesboro, with which he remained from 1827
to 1834, and out of which grew Lane Seminary
and Oberlin and Knox Colleges. In 1835 he conceived tlie idea of establishing a colony and an
institution of learning in the West, and a committee representing a party of proposed colonists
was appointed to make a selection of a site, which
resulted, in the following year, in the choice of
a location in Knox County, 111., including the
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the present city of Galesburg, which was
named in honor of Mr. Gale, as the head of the
Here, in 1837, were taken the first
enterprise.
practical steps in carrying out plans which had
been previously matured in New York, for the
site of

institution which first
Knox Manual Labor ColThe manual labor feature having been

establishment of an
received the name of
lege.

took the name
Knox College in 1857. Mr. Gale was the leading promoter of the enterprise, by a liberal donation of lands contributing to its first endowment,
and, for nearly a quarter of a century, being
intimately identified with its history. From
1840 to '42 he served in the capacity of acting
Professor of Ancient Languages, and. for fifteen
years thereafter, as Professor of Moral Philosophy
and Rhetoric. Died, at Galesburg. Sept. 31, 1861.
—William Selden (Gale), oldest son of the preceding, was born in Jefl'erson County, N. Y., Feb.
15, 1823, came with his father to Galesburg, 111.,
in 1836, and was educated there.
Having read
law with the Hon. James Knox, he was admitted
to the bar in 1845, but practiced only a few years,
as he began to turn his attention to measures for
the development of the country. One of these
was the Central Military Tract Railroad (now the
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy), of which he was
the most active promoter and a Director. He
was also a member of the Board of Supervisors of
Knox County, from the adoption of township
organization in 1853 to 1895, with the exception
of four years, and, during the long controversy
which resulted in the location of the county-seat
at Galesburg, was the leader of the Galesburg
party, and subsequently took a prominent part
in the erection of public buildings tliere.
Other
positions held by him include the office of Postmaster of the city of Galesburg, 1849 53; member
of the State Constitutional Convention of 1862,
and Representative in the Twenty -sixth General
finally discarded, the institution

of

Assembly

(1870-72); Presidential Elector in 1872;
Delegate to the National Republican Convention
1880; City Alderman, 1872-82 and 1891-95;
member of the Commission appointed by Governor Oglesby in 1885 to revise the State Revenue
Laws; by appointment of President Harrison,
Superintendent of the Galesburg Government
Building, and a long term Trustee of the Illinois
Hospital for the Insane at Rock Island, by
appointment of Governor Altgeld. He has also
been a frequent representative of his party
(the Republican) in State and District Conventions, and, since 1861, has been an active and
leading member of the Board of Trustees of

of
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Knox

Mr. Gale was married, Oct. 6,
184.5, to Miss Caroline Ferris, granddaughter of
the financial representative of the Galesburg
Colony of 1836, and has had eight children, of
whom four are living.
GALENA, the county-seat of Jo Daviess County,
a city and port of entry, 180 miles west-northwest of Chicago, on the Galena (or Fever) River,
five miles above its junction with the Mississippi,
and an intersecting point for three railroads. It
is built on bluffs overlooking the river, which,
through a system of lockage, is rendered naviCollege.

gable for vessels of deep draft. Rich mines of
sulphide of lead (galena) abound in the vicinity,
from which the city takes it name. The high
and broken character of the site renders Galena
picturesque, and the city is adorned by handsome
public and private buildings and a beautiful park,
in which stands a fine bronze statue of General
Grant, who was a resident here at the beginning
The river supplies an abunof the Civil War.
dance of water i^ower, and various descriptions of
manufacturing are carried on, notably of lumber,
furniture and
carriages, hot water heaters
woolen goods, flour, pottery and castings. There
are also e.xtensive lead and zinc smelting works
and a considerable pork-packing interest Besides
commerce over the trunk lines. Galena enjo3's a
large trade by water in zinc ore, pig lead, grain,
flour, pork, provisions and manufactured goods.
Galena was one of the earliest towns to be settled

Thomas H. January having
located there and engaged in trading with the
Indians in 1821. Many men of distinction in
State and national affairs came from that city,
including Col. Henry Gratiot, a pioneer of French
family; Elihu B Washburne, Minister to Paris
during the Franco Prussian War Gen. John A.
Rawlins, General Grant's Chief of Staff, and
later Secretary of War; Gen. E. D. Baker and
Tliompson Campbell, afterwards statesmen on
in Nortliern Illinois,

;

the Paciflc coast, and
tlie seat

many more

The

of a German-English College.

city

is

Popula-

tion (1880), 6,451; (1890), 5,635.

GALENA & CHICAGO UNION RAILROAD.
(See Chicago

&

Northwestern Railuxiij.)

GALESBURG, the county-seat of Knox County
and an important educational center. The first
settlers were emigrants from the East, a large proportion of them being members of a colony organized by Rev. George W. Gale, of Whitesboro,
N. Y., in whose honor the original village was
named. It is situated in the heart of a rich
agricultural district 53 miles northwest of Peoria,
99 miles northeast of Quincy and 163 miles south-

west of Chicago. It is one of tlie most important
railway centers in the State, the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy, with various branch lines, and
the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe lines intersecting here, while the city is also tapped by the Fulton County Narrow-Gauge Railroad. Galesburg
was Originally granted a special charter, but is
now incorporated under the general law. The
governmental power is vested in a Mayor and a
Board of fourteen Aldermen, chosen by seven
wards. There are beautiful parks and the residence streets are well shaded, while there are
twenty miles of street paved with vitrified brick.
Both gas and electric lighting sy.stems are in use.
The city has an efficient and well-equipped paid
fire-department, an excellent water supply, and
an extensive and well managed street car system,
electricity being the traction power.
While
Galesburg cannot be called a manufacturing center, it boasts several flourishing mechanical industries.
The manufacture of vitrified paving
brick, of excellent quality, is extensively carried

on at plants not

far

from the city

limits, the city

being the shipping point, as well as the
point of administrative control. There are two
itself

foundries, agricultural implement works, flouring mills, carriage and wagon works, and a broom
factory, besides other industrial enterprises of
minor importance. The Chicago, Burlington &
Quincy Company has shops and stockyards
here.
Coal is rfined in the vicinity. There are
handsome business blocks, a fine opera house and
numerous smaller public halls, five banks, nineteen churches, and ten public schools, including
a higli school, with a well appointed manual
training department.
Knox College (non-sectarian), Lombard University (Universalist), and
Corpus Christi Lyceum and University, and St.
Joseph's Academy (both Roman Catholic) are
situated here. Population (18S0), 11,437; (1890),
15,2fi4; (1899) estimated, 30,500.
GALLATIN COUNTY, one of three counties
organized in Illinois Territory in 1812 the others
being Madison and Johnson. Previous to that
date the Territory had consisted of only two counThe new county
ties, St. Clair and Randolph.
was named in honor of Albert Gallatin, then
Secretary of the Treasury. It is situated on the
Ohio and Wabash Rivers, in the extreme southeastern part of the State, and has an area of 349
square miles; population (1890), 14,935. The first
cabin erected by an American settler was the

—

of Michael Sprinkle, who settled at Shaw1800.
The place early became an
important trading post and distributing point.

home

neetown in
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ferry across the

Wabash was

established in

1803, by Alexander Wilson, whose descendants
conducted it for more than seventy-five years.
Although Stephen Rector made a Government
survey as early as 1807, the public lands were not
placed on the market until 1818. Shawneetown,
the county-seat, is the most important town,
having a population of some 2.200. Bituminous
coal is found in large quantities, and mining is
an important industry. The prosperity of the
county has been much retarded by floods, particuAt the
larly at Shawneetown and Equality.
former point the ditfereuce between high and
low water mark in the Ohio River has been as

much

as fifty-two feet.

GALLOWAY, Andrew

Jackson,

was born of Scotch ancestry
Pa., Dec. 21, 1814; came with

civil engineer,

in Butler County,
his father to Cory-

don, Ind., in 1830, took a course in Hanover College, graduating as a civil engineer in 1837 then
;

came to Mount Carmel, White County. 111. with
a view to employment on projected Illinois railroads, but engaged in teaching for a year, having
among his pupils a number who have since been
.

.prominent in State

employment

as

affairs.

Later, he obtained

an assistant engineer, serving

for

a time under William Gooding, Chief Engineer of
the Illinois & Michigan Canal; was also Assistant
Enrolling and Engrossing Clerk of the State
Senate in 1840-41, and held the same position in
the House in 1846-47. and again in 1848-49, in the
meantime having located a farm in La Salle
County, where the present city of Streator stands.
In 1849 he was appointed Secretary of the Canal
Trustees, and, in 1851. became assistant engineer

on the
tending

Illinois
its

Central Railroad, later superinand finally being trans-

construction,

ferred to the land department, but retiring in
185.5 to engage in real-estate business in Chicago,

dealing largely in railroad lands. Mr. Galloway
was elected a County Commissioner for Cook
County, and has since been connected with many
measures of local importance.
GALVA, a town in Henry County, 45 miles
southeast of Rock Island and 48 miles northnorthwest of Peoria the point of intersection of
the Rock Island & Peoria and the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railways. It stands at the
summit of the dividing ridge between the Mississippi and the Illinois Rivers, and is a manufacturing and coal-mining town. It has two banks,
excellent schools, and two weekly newspapers.
The surrounding country is agricultural and
wealthy, and is rich in coal. Population (1880),
;

2,148; (1890), 2,409.
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GARDNER,

a town in Greenfield Township,
Grundy County, on the Chicago & Alfon Railroad, 65 miles south-southwest of Chicago and 26
miles north-northeast of Pontiac. It is connected
with Coal City by a branch railroad. Coal-mining and the manufacture of soap are principal
industries.
It has a bank, five churches and a
weekly newspaper.
Population
(1880),
786;
(1890), 1,094.

GARDNER, COAL CITY & NORMANTOWN
RAILWAY. (See Elgin, Joliet & Eastern Railwuy.

GARY, Joseph Easton, lawyer and jurist, was
born of Puritan ancestry, at Potsdam, St. Lawrence County, N. Y., July 9, 1821. His early
educational advantages were such as were furnished by district schools and a village academy,
and, until he was 22 years old, he worked at the
carpenter's bench.
In 1843 he removed to St.
Louis, Mo., where he studied law.
After admission to the bar, he practiced for five years in
Southwest Missouri, thence going to Las Vegas,
N. M., in 1849, and to San Francisco, Cal, in
1853.
In 1856 he settled in Chicago, where he
has since resided. After seven years of active
practice he was elected to the bench of the
Superior Court of Cook County, where he has sat
for thirty years, being four times nominated by
both political parties, and his last re-election for
a term of six years, occurring in 1893. He presided at the trial of the Chicago anarchists in
1886 one of the causes celebres of Illinois. Some
of his rulings therein were sharply criticised, but
he was upheld by the courts of appellate jurisdiction, and his connection with the case has given
him world-wide fame. In November, 1888, the
Supreme Com-t of Illinois transferred him to the
bench of the Appellate Court, of which tribunal
he has been three times Chief Ju.stice.

—

—

GASSETTE,
operator,

came

Norman Theodore, real estate
wasbornatTownsend,Vt., April21, 1839,

to Chicago at ten years of age, and, after

spending a year at Shurtletf College, took a preparatory collegiate course at the Atwater Institute,
Rochester, N. Y.
In June, 1861, he enlisted as
a private in the Nineteenth Regiment Illinois
Volunteers, rising in the second year to the rank
of First Lieutenant, and, at the battle of Chickamauga, by gallantry displayed while serving as

winning a recommendation
Lieutenant-Colonelcy.
The war

an

Aid-de-Camp,

for

a

brevet

he served one term as Clerk of the Circuit
Court and Recorder, but later engaged in the realestate and loan business as the head of the extenover,

sive firm of

Norman

T. Gassette

&

Co.

He was -^

—

—
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Republican in politics, active in Grand Army
circles and prominent as a Mason, holding the

Eminent Grand Commander of
Knights Templar of Illinois on occasion of the
Triennial Conclave in Washington in 1889. He
also had charge, as President of the Masonic
Fraternity Temple Association of Chicago, for
some time prior to his decease, of the erection of
the Masonic Temple of Chicago. Died, in Chicago, March 26, 1891.
position

of

GATE WOOD, WilUam

Jefferson, early lawyer,

Ky., came to
removed to
Shawneetown in 1823, where he taught school
two or three years while studying law; was
admitted to the bar in 1828, and served in five

was born

in

Warren County,

Franklin County,

111.,

General Assemblies

and as Senator,

—as Representative in 1830-32,

1834-42.

of fine education

Jan.

8,

in boyhood,

and

He is described
brilliant

as a

talents.

man

Died,

1842.

GAULT, John C, railway manager, was born
May 1, 1829; in 1850 entered
the local freight office of the Manchester & Lawrence Railroad, later becoming General Freight
Agent of the Vermont Central. Coming to Chicago in 1859, he successively filled the positions
of Superintendent of Transportation on the
Galena & Chicago Union, and (after the consolidation of the latter with the Chicago & Northwestern), that
of
Division
Superintendent,
General Freight Agent and Assistant General
Manager; Assistant General Manager of the
Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul; General Manager of the Wabash (1879-83) Arbitrator for the
at Hooksett, N. H.,

;

trunk lines (1883-85), and General Manager of
the Cincinnati, New Orleans & Texas Pacific
(1885-90), when he retired.
Died, in Chicago,

August

29, 1891.

GENERAL ASSEMBLIES. The following
list

of the General Assemblies

is

a

which have met
up to

since the admission of Illinois as a State

1898— from the First to the Fortieth inclusive—
with the more important acts passed by each and
the duration of their respective sessions:
First General Assembly held two sessions,
the first convening at Kaskaskia, the State CapiOct. 5, and adjourning Oct. 13, 1818. The
second met, Jan. 4, 1819, continuing to March 31.
Lieut-Gov. Pierre Menard presided over the Sen-

tal,

members, while John
Messinger was chosen Speaker of the House,
containing twenty-seven members. The most
important business transacted at the first session
was the election of two United States Senators
ate, consisting of thirteen

Ninian Edwards and Jesse B. Thomas,

Sr.

—and

the filling of minor State and judicial offices. At
the second session a code of laws was enacted,
copied chiefly from the Virginia and Kentucky
statutes, including the law concerning "negroes
and mulattoes," which long remained on the
statute book. An act was also passed appointing
Commissioners to select a site for a new State
Capital, which resulted in its location at VanThe sessions were held in a stone building
with gambrel-roof pierced by dormer-windows,
the Senate occupying the lower floor and the
House the upper. The length of the first session
was nine days, and of the second eighty-seven
dalia.

total, ninety-six days.

Second General Assembly convened at Vandalia, Dec. 4, 1820.
It consisted of fourteen
Senators and twenty -nine Representatives. John
McLean, of Gallatin County, was chosen Speaker
of the House.
A leading topic of discussion was
the incorporation of a State Bank. Money was
scarce and there was a strong popular demand
for an increase of circulating medium.
To
appease this clamor, no less than to relieve traders
and agriculturists, this General Assembly established a State Bank (see State Bank), despite
the earnest protest of McLean and the executive
veto.
A stay-law was also enacted at this session
The number
for the benefit of the debtor class.
of members of the next Legislature was fixed at
eighteen Senators and thirty-six Representatives
this provision remaining in force until 1831.
The session ended Feb. 15, having lasted seventyfour days.
Third General Assembly convened, Dec. 2,
1822.
Lieutenant-Governor Hubbard presided in
the Senate, while in the organization of the
lower house, William M. Alexander was chosen
Speaker.
Governor Coles, in his inaugural,
called attention to the existence of slavery in

—

the Ordinance of 1787, and urged
Both
adoption of repressive measures.
branches of the Legislature being pro-slavery in
sympathy, the Governor's address provoked
On Jan. 9,
bitter and determined opposition.
1823, Jesse B. Thomas was re-elected United
States Senator, defeating John Reynolds, Leonard
White and Samuel D. Lockwood. After electing
Mr. Thomas and choosing State officers, the
General Assembly proceeded to discuss the majority and minority reports of the committee to
which had been referred the Governor's address.
The minority report recommended the abolition
of slavery, while that of the majority favored
the adoption of a resolution calling a convention
to amend the Constitution, the avowed object
Illinois despite

the
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a slave State. The latter
report was adopted, but the pro-slavery party in
the House lacked one vote of the number necessary to carry the resolution by the constitutional
two-thirds majority. What followed has always
been regarded as a blot upon the record of the
Third General Assembly. Nicholas Hansen, who
had been awarded the seat from Pike County
at the beginning of the session after a contest
brought by his opponent, John Shaw, was unseated after the adoption of a resolution to
reconsider the vote by which he had been several
weeks before declared elected.
Shaw having
thus been seated, the resolution was carried by
the necessary twenty-four votes. Mr. Hansen,
although previously regarded as a pro-slavery
man, had voted with the minority when the
resolution was first put upon its passage.
Hence
followed his deprivation of his seat. The triumph
of the friends of the convention was celebrated
by what Gov. John Reynolds (himself a conventionist) characterized as "a wild and indecorous
procession by torchlight and liquor."
(See
Slavei'y and Slave Laws.) The session adjourned
Feb. 18, having continued seventy-nine days.
Fourth General Assembly. Tliis body held
two sessions, the first being convened, Nov. 15,
1824, by proclamation of the Executive, some
three weeks before the date for the regular
session, in order to correct a defect in the law
relative to counting the returns for Presidential

being to

Illinois
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duced by Joseph Duncan, afterwards Governor of
the State. This Legislature was in session a total
of ninety-two days, of which sixty-five were
during the first session and twenty-seven during
the second.

Fifth General Assembly convened, Dec.
Lieutenant-Governor Kinney presiding

1826,

4,

in

the Senate and John McLean in the House. At
the request of the Governor an investigation into
the management of the bank at Edwardsville was

bard presided in the Senate. Having amended
the law concerning the election returns for Presidential Electors, the Assembly proceeded to the
election of two United States Senators— one to
fill the unexpired term of ex-Senator Edwards
(resigned) and the other for the full term beginning March 4, 182.5. John McLean was chosen
for the first and Elias Kent Kane for the second.
Five circuit judgeships were created, and it was
provided that the bench of the Supreme Court
should consist of four Judges, and that semiannual sessions of that tribunal should be held at
(See Judicial Department.)
the State capital.
The regular session came to an end. Jan. 18, 1825,
but at its own request, the Lieutenant-Governor
and acting Governor Hubbard re-convened the
body in special session on Jan. 2, 182G, to enact a
new apportionment law under the census of 1825.

had, resulting, however, in the exoneration of its
The circuit judgesliips created by the
preceding Legislature were abrogated and their
incumbents legislated out of office. Tlie State
was divided into four circuits, one Justice of the
Supreme Court being assigned to each. (See
Judicial Department.) This General Assembly
also elected a State Treasurer to succeed Abner
Field, James Hall being chosen on the ninth
ballot.
The Supreme Court Judges, as directed
bj' the preceding Legislature, presented a well
digested report on the revision of the laws, which
was adopted without material alteration. One of
the important measures enacted at this session
was an act establishing a State penitentiary, tlie
funds for its erection being obtained by the
sale of saline lands in Gallatin County.
(See
Alton Penitentiary; also Salt Manufacture.)
having continued
The session ended Feb. 19
seventy-eight days.
Sixth General Assembly convened, Deo. 1,
1828.
The Jackson Democrats had a large majorJohn JIcLean was, for the
ity in both houses.
third time, elected Speaker of the House, and,
later in the session, was elected United States
Senator by a unanimous vote. A Secretary of
State, Treasurer and Attorney-General were also
appointed or elected. The most important legisAuthorizing
lation of the session was as follows
the sale of school lands and the borrowing of the
proceeds from the school fund for the ordinary
governmental expenses; providing for a return
to the viva voce method of voting; creating a
fifth judicial circuit and appointing a Judge
therefor providing for the appointment of Commissioners to determine upon the route of tlie
Illinois & Michigan Canal, to sell lauds and commence its construction. The Assembly adjourned.
Jan. 23, 1829, having been in session fifty-four days.
Seventh General Assembly met, Dec. 6, 1830.
The newly-elected Lieutenant-Governor, Zadoc

A

Casey,

Electors.

Thomas Mather was

elected Speaker

of the House, while Lieutenant-Governor

Hub-

adjournment was taken, Jan. 28, 1826.
of the important acts of the regular session

sine die

One

of 1825

law

was the adoption of the

in Illinois, the

first

free-school

measure having been

intro-

officers.

—

:

;

and William

L.

D.

Ewing

presided

over the two houses, respectively.
John Reynolds was Governor, and, the majority of the
Senate being made up of his political adversaries,

;
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John M. Robinson was

exiserienced no little difficulty in securing the

sition.

confirmation of his nominees. Two United
Senators were elected: Elias K. Kane
being chosen to succeed himself and John M.
Robinson to serve the unexpired term of John
McLean, deceased. The United States census of
1830 gave Illinois three Representatives in Congress instead of one, and this General Assembly
passed a re-apportionment law accordingly. The
number of State Senators was increased to
twenty-six, and of members of the lower house
to fifty-five. The criminal code was amended by
the substitution of imprisonment in the penitentiary as a penalty in lieu of the stocks and
public flogging. This Legislature also authorized
the borrowing of §100,000 to redeem the notes of
the State Bank which were to mature the following year. The Assembly adjourned, Feb. 16, 1831,
tlie session having lasted seventy-three days.

elected United States Senator

States

The session
Eighth General Assembly.
began Dec. 3, 1832, and ended March 2, 1833.
William L. D. Ewing was chosen President pro
tempore of the Senate, and succeeded Zadoc
Casey as Lieutenant-Governor, the latter having
been elected a Representative in Congress.
Alexander M. Jenkins presided over the House as
Speaker.

This Legislature enacted the

first

gen-

eral incorporation laws of Illinois, their provisions

being applicable to towns and public libraries.
It also incorporated several railroad companies,
one line from Lake Michigan to the Illinois
River (projected as a substitute for the canal),
one from Peru to Cairo, and another to cross the
Other charState, running through Springfield.
ters were granted for shorter lines, but the incorporators generally failed to organize under them.
A notable inci dent in connection with this session
was the attempt to impeach Tlieophilus "W. Smith,
a Justice of tlie Supreme Court. This was the first
and last trial of this character in the State's hisFailing to secure a
tory, between 1818 and 1899.
conviction in the Senate (where the vote stood
twelve for conviction and ten for acquittal, with
four Senators excused from voting), the House
attempted to remove him by address, but in this
the Senate refused to concur. The first mechanics' lien law was enacted by this Legislature,
as also a law relating to the "right of way" for
"public roads, canals, or other public works.'
The length of the session was ninety days.
Nlvth General Assembly. This Legislature
held two sessions. The first began Dec. 1, 1834,
and lasted to Feb. 13, 1835. Lieutenant-Governor
Jenkins presided in the Senate and James Semple
was elected Speaker of the House without oppo-

—

Dec.

20,

re-

Abraham Lincoln

was among the new members, but took no conspicuous part in the discussions of the body. The
principal public laws passed at this session were

:

Providing for the borrowing of §.500,000 to be
used in the construction of the Illinois & Michigan Canal and the appointment of a Board of
Commissioners to supervise its expenditure;
incorporating the Bank of the State of Illinois
and authorizing a loan of 612,000 by Cook County,
at 10 per cent interest per annum from the
county school fund, for the erection of a court
house in that county. The second session of this
Assembly convened, Dec. 7, 18 jo, adjourning, Jan.
A new canal act was passed, enlarging
18, 1836.
the Commissioners' powers and pledging the faith
of the State for the repayment of money bor-

rowed

to aid in

its

A new

construction.

appor-

tionment law was also passed providing for the
election of forty-one Senators and ninet3'-one
Representatives, and W. L. D. Ewing was elected
United States Senator, to succeed Elias K. Kane,
deceased.

The length
and

seventy-five days,

of

the

first

session

was

of the second forty-three

days— total, 118.
Tenth General Assembly, like its predecessor, held two sessions.
The first convened Dec. 5,
1836, and adjourned March G, 1837.
The Whigs
and
White County,

controlled the Senate by a large majority,
elected William H. Davidson, of

President, to succeed Alexander M. Jenkins,

who

had resigned the Lieutenant-Governorship. (See
Jenkins,. Alexander M.)
James Semple was
re-elected Speaker of the House, which was
Democratic. This Legislature
for the number of its members
afterwards attained National prominence.
Lincoln and Douglas sat in the lower house, both
voting for the same candidate for Speaker Newton Cloud, an independent Democrat. Besides
these, the rolls of this Assembly included the
names of a future Governor, six future United
States Senators, eight Congressmen, three Illinois
Supreme Court Judges, seven State officers, and
a Cabinet officer. The two absorbing topics for
legislative discussion and action were the system
of internal improvements and the removal of the
State capital.. (See Internal Improvement Policy
fully two-thirds

was remarkable

who

—

and State Capitals. )

The

friends of Springfield

such a combination that that city
selected as the seat of the State government,

finally effected

was

while the Internal Improvement Act was passed
over the veto of Governor Duncan. A second
met on the call of the

session of this Legislature
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ami adjourned July 22.
An act legalizing the suspension of State banks
was adopted, but the recommendation of the Governor for the repeal of the internal improvement
legislation was ignored.
The length of the first
session was ninety -two days and of the second
Governor, July

thirteen

— total

10.

1837,

105.

Eleventh General Assembly. This body
held both a regular and a special session. The
former met Dec. 3, 1838, and adjourned March 4,
The Whigs were in a majority in both
houses, and controlled the organization of the
183i(.

Senate.

In the House, however, their candidate

—

Speaker— Abraham Lincoln failing to secure
was defeated by \V. L. D.
Ewing. At this session S800.000 more was appropriated for the "improvement of water-ways and
the construction of railroads, "" all efforts to put an
end to, or even curtail, further expenditures on
account of internal improvements meeting with
defeat.
An appropriation (the first) was made
for a library for the Supreme Court; the Illinois
Institution for the Education of the Deaf and
Dumb was established, and the further issuance
of bank notes of a smaller denomination than 85
was prohibited. By this time the State debt had
increased to over 613.0000(10. and both the people
and the Governor were becoming apprehensive as
for

his full party vote,

to ultimate results of this prodigal outlay.

A

appeared imminent, and the Governor, on
1839, convened the Legislature in special
session to consider the situation.
(This was the
flr.st session ever held at Springfield
and. the new
State House not being completed, the Senate, the
House and the Supreme Court found accommodation in three of the principal church edifices.
The struggle for a change of State policy at this
session was long and hard fought, no heed being
given to party lines. The outcome was the virtual abrogation of the entire internal improvement system. Provision was made for the calling
in and destruction of all unsold bonds and the
speedy adjustment of all unsettled accounts of
the old Board of Public Works, which was legislated out of office. The special session adjourned
crisis

Dec.

9,

;

Feb.
tvs'o

3,

1840.

Length of regular

session ninety-

days, of the special, fifty-seven

Twelfth General Assembly.

—total,

149.

This Legisla-

was strongly Democratic in both branches.
flr.st
convened, by executive proclamation,

ture
It

Nov.

ment

23, 1840,

the object being to provide for payIn reference

of interest on the public debt.

enactments were
made: Authorizing the hypothecation of S300.000
internal improvement bonds, to meet the interest

to this matter the following

due Jan.

1,

187

1841; directing the i.ssue of boi\ds to

be sold in the open market and the proceeds
applied toward discharging all amounts due on

no other pi'ovision was
made; levying a special tax of ten cents on tlie

interest account for whicli

SlOO to meet the interest on the last mentioned
class of bonds, as it matured.
For the completion of the Northern Cross Railroad (from Springfield to

Jacksonville) another appropriation of

was made. The called session adjourned,
5, and the regular session began
two days later. The Senate was presided over by

§100,000

sine die, on Deo.

the Lieutenant-Governor (Stinson H. Anderson),
and William L. D. Ewing was chosen Speaker of
the House. The most vital issue was the propriety of demanding the surrender of the charter of
the State Bank, with its branches, and here
party lines were drawn. The Whigs finally
succeeded in averting the closing of the institutions which had suspended specie payments, and
in securing for those institutions the privilege of
issuing small bills.
A law reorganizing the judiciary was passed by the majority over the executive veto, and in face of the defection of some of
its members.
On a partisan issue all the Circuit
Judges were legislated out of office and five Justices added to the bench of the Supreme Court.
The session was stormy, and the Assembly adjourned March 1, 1841. This Legislature was in
session ninety-eight days thirteen during the
special session and eighty-five during the regular.

—

Thirteenth General Assembly consisted of
forty-one Senators and 121 Representatives; convened, Dec. 5, 1842. The Senate and House were
Democratic by two-thirds majority in each.
Lieut. -Gov. John Moore was presiding officer of
the Senate and Samuel Hackelton Speaker of the
House, with W. L. D, Ewing, who had been
acting Governor and United States Senator, as
Clerk of the latter. Richard Yates, Isaac N.
Arnold, Stephen T. Logan and Gustavus Koerner,
were among the new members. The existing
situation seemed fraught with peril. The State
debt was nearly §14.000,000; immigration had
been checked the State and Shawneetown banks
had gone down and their currency was not worth
fifty cents on the dollar Auditor's warrants were
worth no more, and Illinois State bonds were
quoted at fourteen cents. On Dec. 18, Judge
Sidney Breese was elected United States Senator,
having defeated Stephen A. Douglas for the
Democratic caucus nomination, on the nineteenth
ballot, by a majority of one vote.
The State
Bank (in which the State had been a large shareholder) was permitted to go into liquidation upon
;

;

;
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the surrender of State bonds in exchange for a
like amount of bank stock owned by the State.
The same conditional release was granted to the

bank at Shawneetown. The net result was a
reduction of the State debt by about 83,000,000.
The Governor was authorized to negotiate a
loan of §1,600,000 on the credit of the State, for
the purpose of prosecuting the work on the canal
and meeting the indebtedness already incurred.

The Executive was

also

made

"Fund Comwas empowered

sole

missioner"' and, in that capacity,

sell the
(in
railroads, etc., belonging to the State at public

connection with the Auditor) to

Provision was also made for the redemption of the bonds hypothecated with Macalister
and Stebbins. (See Macalister and Stebbins
auction.

The Congressional distribution of the
moneys arising from the sale of public lands was
acquiesced in, and the revenues and resources of
the State were pledged to the redemption "of
every debt contracted by an authorized agent for a
good and valuable consideration." To establish
a sinking fund to meet such obligation, a tax of
twenty cents on every §100, payable in coin, was
Bo7ids.)

This Legislature also made a re-apportionment of the State into Seven Congressional
The Legislature adjom-ned, March 6,
Districts.
1843, after a session of ninety-two days.
levied.

Fourteenth Gener.^l Assembly convened
3, 1844, and adjourned March 3, 1845, the session lasting ninety-two days. The Senate was
Dec.

composed of twenty-six Democrats and fifteen
Whigs; the House of eighty Democrats and
David Davis was among the
new members. William A. Richardson defeated
Stephen T. Logan for the Speakership, and James
Semple was elected United States Senator to succeed Samuel McRoberts, deceased. The canal
law was amended by the passage of a supplemental act, transferring the property to Trustees
and empowering the Governor to complete the
negotiations for the borrowing of SI, 600, 000 for
The State revenue being inits construction.
sufHcient to meet the ordinary expenses of the

thirty-nine Whigs.

government, to say nothing of the arrears of
interest on the State debt, a tax of three mills on
each dollar's worth of property was imposed for
1845 and of three and one-half mills thereafter.
Of the revenue thus raised in 1845, one mill was
pay the interest on the State debt
and one and one-half mills for the same purpose
from the taxes collected in 1846 "and forever
set apart to

thereafter."

7,

Fifteenth General Assembly convened Dec.
1846.
The farewell message of Governor Ford

and the inaugural of Governor French were leading incidents. The Democrats had a two-thirds
majority in each house. Lieut. -Gov. Joseph B.
Wells presided in the Senate, and Newton Cloud
was elected Speaker of the House, the complimentary vote of the Whigs being given to Stephen
T.
Logan. Stephen A. Douglas was elected
United States Senator, the whigs voting for Cyrus
Edwards. State officers were elected as follows
Auditor, Thomas H. Campbell; State Treasurer,
Jlilton Carpenter both by acclamation; and
Horace S Cooley was nominated and confirmed
Secretary of State. A new school law was
enacted the sale of the Gallatin Coimty salines
was authorized the University of Chicago was
incorporated, and the Hospital for the Insane at
Jacksonville established; the sale of the North-

—

;

;

ern Cross Railroad was authorized; District
Courts were established and provision was made
for refimding the State debt.
The Assembly
adjourned, March 1, 1847, after a session of
;

eighty-five days.

Sixteenth General Assembly. This was the
Legislature to convene under the ConstituThere were twenty-five members
in the Senate and seventy-five in the House.
The body assembled on Jan. 1, 1849, continufirst

tion of 1847.

—

ing in session until Feb. 12 the session being
limited by the Constitution to six weeks. Zadoc
Casey was chosen Speaker, defeating Richard
Yates by a vote of forty-six to nineteen. After
endorsing the policy of the administration in
reference to the Mexican War and thanking the
soldiers, the Assembly proceeded to the election
of United States Senator to succeed Sidney
Breese. The choice fell upon Gen. James Shields,
the other caucus candidates being Breese and
McClernand, while Gen. William F. Thornton led
the forlorn hope for the Whigs. The principle of
the Wilmot proviso was endorsed. The Governor
convened the Legislature in special session on
Oct. 22.
A question as to the eligibility of Gen.
Shields having arisen (growing out of his nativity
and naturalization), and the legal obstacles having been removed by the lapse of time, he was
re-elected Senator at the special session. Outside
of the passage of a general law authorizing the
incorporation of railroads, little general legislation was enacted. The special session adjourned
Nov. 7. Length of regular session forty-three
days special, seventeen total sixty.

—

;

Seventeenth General Assembly convened
Jan.

6,

session

1851,

adjourned

forty-three

days.

Feb.

17

Sidney

Senator) was chosen Speaker.

The

— length
Breese

of

(ex-
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bj-

which was

all of

a vast amount of legislation, not
well considered. By joint reso-

lution of both houses the endorsement of the

Wilmot
was

at the previous session was
The first homestead exemption act
and a stringent liquor law adopted,

proviso

rescinded.
passed,

the sale of liquor in quantities less tlian one quart
being prohibited. Township organization was
authorized and what was virtually free-banking

Thomas

forty-six days.

J. Turner was elected
The political complexion
was much mixed, among the

Speaker of the House.
of the Legislature

members being

old-line Whigs, Abolitionists,
Know-Nothings, Pro-slavery Demoand
Anti-Nebraska
Democrats.
The
Nebraska question was tlie leading issue, and in

Free-Soilers,

crats

reference

thereto

the

Senate stood

fourteen

Nebraska members and eleven anti-Nebraska; the
House, thirty-four straight-out Democrats, while

The latter law was ratified by
An act incorpo])opular vote in November, 1851.
rating the Illinois Central Railroad was also
passed at this session, the measure being drafted
by James L. D. Morrison. A special session of
this Assembly was held in 18.j2 under a call by
the Governor, lasting from June 7 to the 23d
seventeen days. The most important general
legislation of the special session was the reappor-

the entire strength of the opposition was fortyone.
A United States Senator was to be chosen
to succeed Gen. James Shields, and the friends of
free-soil had a clear majority of four on joint
ballot.
Abraham Lincoln was the caucus nominee of the Whigs, and General Shields of the Democrats.
The two houses met in joint session Feb. 8.
The result of the first ballot was, Lincoln, forty-

tionment of the State into nine Congressional
This Legislature was in session a total
Districts.

present,

was sanctioned.

of sixty days.

Eighteenth General Assembly.

The

first

(or regular) session convened Jan. 3, 1853, and
adjourned Feb. 14. The Senate was composed of
twenty Democrats and five Whigs: the House, of
fifty-nine Democrats, sixteen Whigs and one
"Free-Soiler.
Lieutenant-Governor. Koerner
presided in the upper, and ex-Gov. John Reynolds
Governor Matteson was
in the lower house.
inaugurated on the 16th; Stephen A. Douglas was
re-elected United States Senator, Jan. 5, the
Whigs casting a complimentary vote for Joseph
Gillespie.
More than 450 laws were enacted, the
majority being "private acts." The prohibitory
temperance legislation of the preceding General
Assembly was repealed and the license system
re enacted.
This body also passed the famous
"black laws" designed to prevent the immigration
The sum of
of free negroes into tlie State.

§18,000

was appropriated

for the erection

and

furnishing of an executive mansion; the State
Agricultural Society was incorporated; the remainder of the State lands was ordered sold, and
any surplus funds in the treasury appropriated

toward reducing the State debt. A special session
was convened on Feb. 9, 1854, and adjourned
March 4. The most important me.asures adopted
were a legislative re-apportionment, an act providing for the election of a Superintendent of
Public Instruction, and a charter for the Missis:

sippi

&

Atlantic Railroad.

The regular

session

lasted forty-three days, the special twenty-four

—total,

sixty-seven.

Nineteenth General Assembly met Jan. 1,
and adjourned Feb. 15 the session lasting

1855,

—

five;

Shields,

forty-one;

scattering,

thirteen;

but not voting, one. Mr. Lincoln's
strength steadily waned, then rallied slightly on
the sixth and seventh ballots, but again declined.
Shields" forty-one votes rising on the fifth ballot
to forty-two, but having dropped on the next
ballot to forty-one, his

name was withdrawn and

that of Gov. Joel A. Matteson substituted. Matteson gained until he received forty-seven votes,
which was the limit of his strength. On the
ninth ballot, Loncoln's vote having dropped to
fifteen,

his

name was withdrawn

request, his support going,

at

on the next

his

own

ballot, to

Lyman Trumbull, an anti-Nebraska Democrat,
who received fifty-one votes to forty-seven for
Matteson and one for Archibald Williams— one
member not voting. Trumbull, having received
a majority, was elected.
Five members had
voted for liim from tlie start. These were Senators Jolm M. Palmer, Norman B. Judd and Burton
C. Cook, and Representatives Henry S. Baker and
George T. Allen. It had been hoped that they
would, in time, come to the support of Mr. Lincoln, but they explained that they had been
instructed by their constituents to vote only for
an anti-Nebraska Democrat. Tliey were all subsequently prominent leaders in the Republican
party. Having inaugurated its work by accomplishing a political revolution, this Legislature
proceeded to adopt several measures more or less
radical in their tendency.
One of these was the
Maine liquor law, with the condition that it be
submitted to popular vote. It failed of ratification by vote of the people at an election held in
the following June. A new common school law
was enacted, and railroads were required to fence
their tracks. The Assembly also adopted a reso-

;;
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amend the Conwas defeated at the polls.
Twentieth General Assembly convened Jan.

Sangamon, was chosen Speaker of the House, the
Democratic candidate being James W. Singleton.
Thomas A. Marshall, of Coles County, was elected

A

President pro tem. of the Senate over A. J. Kuykendall, of Johnson. The message of the retiring
Governor (John Wood) reported a reduction of

hition calling for a Convention to
stitution, but this

5,

;

and adjourned, sine

1857,

die.

Feb.

19.

Republican State administration, with Governor
Bissell at its head, had just been elected, but the
Legislature was Democratic in both branches.
Lieut. -Gov. John Wood presided over the Senate,
and Samuel Holmes, of Adams County, defeated
Isaac N. Arnold, of Cook, for the Speakership of
the House. Among the prominent members were
Norman B. Judd, of Cook; A. J. Kuykendall, of
Johnson Shelby M. CuUom, of Sangamon John
A. Logan, of Jackson; William R. Morrison, of
Monroe Isaac N. Arnold, of Cook Joseph Gillespie, of Madison, and S. W. Moulton, of Shelby.
Among the important measures enacted by this
General Asserhbly were the following: Acts
establishing and maintaining free schools establishing a Normal University at Normal amending
the banking law providing for the general incorporation of railroads providing for the building
of a new penitentiary and funding the accrued
arrears of interest on the public debt. Length of
;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

;

session, forty-six days.

Twenty-first General Assembly convened
3, 1859, and was in session for fifty-three
days, adjourning Feb. 24. The Senate consisted
of twenty-five, and the House of seventy-five
members. The presiding officers were: — of the

Jan.

Senate, Lieut. -Gov. Wood; of the House, W. R.
Morrison, of Monroe County, who defeated his

Republican opponent. Vital Jarrot, of St. Clair,
on a viva voce vote. The Governor's message
showed a reduction of §1, 106,877 in the State debt
during two years preceding, leaving a balance of
principal

and arrears of

On

interest

amounting to

the Assembly, in
joint session, elected Stephen A. Douglas to succeed himself as United States Senator, by a vote

$11,138,454.

Jan.

6,

1859,

of fifty-four to forty-six for

Abraham

Lincoln.

The Legislature was thrown into great disorder
in consequence of an attempt to prevent the
receipt from the Governor of a veto of a legislative apportionment bill which had been pas.sed by
the Democratic majority in the face of bitter
opposition on the part of the Republicans, who
it as partisan and unjust.
Twenty-second General Assembly convened

denounced

in regular session on Jan.

the State debt, during four years of Republican
administration, of §3,860,403, and showed the
number of banks to be 110, whose aggregate circulation was §12,320,964. Lyman Trumbull was
re-elected United States Senator on January 10,
receiving fifty-four votes, to forty-six cast for
Samuel S. Marshall. Governor Yates was inaugurated, Jan. 14. The most important legislation
of this session related to the following subjects:
the separate property rights of married women
the encouragement of mining and the support of
public schools the payment of certain evidences
of State indebtedness protection of the purity of
the ballot-box, and a resolution submitting to the
people the question of the calling of a Convention
to amend the Constitution. Joint resolutions were
passed relative to the death of Governor Bissell
to the appointment of Commissioners to attend a
;

;

Peace Conference in Washington, and referring
deprecated
federal relations. The latter
amendments to the United States Constitution, but
expressed a willingness to unite with any States
which might consider themselves aggrieved,
in petitioning Congress to call a convention
for the consideration of such amendments, at the
same time pledging the entire resources of Illinois to the National Government for the preservation of the Union and the enforcement of the
The regular session ended Feb. 23, having
laws.
Immediately following
lasted forty-seven days.

to

—

President Lincoln's first call for volunteers to
suppress the rebellion. Governor Yates recon-

vened the General Assembly in special session to
consider and adopt methods to aid and support
the Federal authority in preserving the Union and
protecting the rights and property of the people.
The two houses assembled on April 33. On April
25 Senator Douglas addressed the members on the

an invitation conThe special session
and not a few of the legislators
promptly volunteered in the Union army.
Length of the regular session, forty-seven days
issues of the day, in response to

veyed

in a joint resolution.

closed

May

3,

1861,

7, 1861, consisting of
twenty-five Senators and seventy-five Representatives.
For the first time in the State's history,
the Democrats failed to control the organization

of the special, eleven

Lieut. -Gov. Francis A. Hoff'man
presided over the Senate, and S. M. CuUom, of

was Democratic

of either house.

— total fifty-eight.

Twenty-third General Assembly was composed of twenty-five Senators and eighty-eight
Representatives.
officer of

It

5, 1863, and
The presiding

convened Jan.

in both branches.

the Senate was Lieutenant-Governor

1

mi
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Hoffman; Samuel A. Buckmaster was elected
Speaker of the House by a vote of fifty-three to
twenty-five.0 On Jan. 12, William A. Richardson
was elected United States Senator to succeed
S. A. Douglas, deceased, the Republican nominee
being Governor Yates, who received thirty-eight
votes out of a total of 103 cast. Much of the time
of the session was devoted to angry discussion of
the policy of the National Government in the
prosecution of the war. Tlie viewsof the opposing parties were expressed in majority and minority reports from the Committee on Federal
Relations the former condemning and tlie latter
upholding the Federal administration.
The
majority report was adopted in the House on
Feb. 12, by a vote of fifty-two to twenty-eight,
and the resolutions which it embodied were at
once sent to the Senate for concurrence. Before
they could be acted upon in that body a Democratic Senator J. M. Rodgers, of Clinton County
died.
This left the Senate politically tied, a
Republican presiding officer having the deciding
vote.
Consequently no action was taken at the
time, and, on Feb. 14, the Legislature adjourned
till June 2.
Immediate!}' upon re-assembling,
joint resolutions relating to a sine die adjournment were introduced in both houses. A disagreement regarding the date of such adjournment
ensued, when Governor Yates, exercising the
power conferred upon him by the Constitution in
such cases, sent in a mes.sage (June 10, 1863)
proroguing the General Assembly until "the
Saturday next preceding the first Monday in
January, 186.5."' The members of the Republican
minority at once left the hall. The members of
the majoritj' convened and adjourned from day

—

—

—

to

day until June

24,

when, h.aving adopted an

address to the people setting forth their grievance
and denouncing the State executive, they took a
recess until the Tuesday after the first Monday of
January, 1864. The action of the Governor, having been submitted to the Supreme Court, was
sustained, and no further session of this General
Assembly was held. Owing to the prominence
of political issues, no important legislation

was

effected at this session, even the ordinary appro-

priations for the State institutions failing.

caused

This

much embarrassment to the

State Governmeeting current expenses, but banks and
capitalists came to its aid, and no important

ment

in

was permitted to suffer.
The total
length of the session was fifty daj-s forty-one
days before the recess and nine days after.
Twenty-fourth Gener.\l Assembly convened
Jan. 2, 1865, and remained in session forty-six
interest

—

Senators and
The Republii'ans
eighty-five Representatives.
had a majoritj' in both houses. Lieutenant-Governor Bross presided over the Senate, and Allen
C. Fuller, of Boone County, was chosen Speaker
of the House, over Ambrose M. Miller, Democrat,
the vote standing 48 to 23. Governor Yates, in
days.

It consisted of twenty-tive

his valedictory message, reported that, notwitlistanding the heavy expenditure attendant upon
the enlistment and maintenance of troops, etc.,
the State debt had been reduced .5987,786 in four
On Jan. 4, 186.5, Governor Yates was
years.
elected to the United States Senate, receiving

sixty-four votes to forty three cast for

James

C.

Robinson. Governor Oglesby was inaugurated Jan.
16.
The Thirteenth Amendment to the United
States Constitution was ratified by this Legislature, and sundry special appropriations made.
Among the latter was one of .?3,000 toward the
State's proportion for the establishment of a
National Cemetery at Gettysburg; §25,000 for
the purchase of the land on which is the tomb
of the deceased Senator Douglas; besides sums
for establishing a home for Soldiers' Orphans and
an experimental scliool for the training of idiots
and feeble-minded children. The first act for

the registry of legal voters was passed at this

Twenty-fifth Gener.^l Assembly.
This
body held one regular and two special sessions.
It first convened and organized on Jan. 7, 1867.
Lieutenant-Governor Bross presided over the
upper, and Franklin Corwin, of La Salle County,
over the lower house. The Governor (Oglesby),
in his message, reported a reduction of 82,607,958

in the State debt during the

two years preceding,

and recommended various appropriations
lic

for pub-

He also urged the calling of a Conamend the Constitution. On Jan. 15,

purposes.

vention to

Lyman Trumbull was

chosen United States Senathe complimentary Democratic vote being
given to T. Lyle Dickey, who received thirtythree votes out of 109. The regular session lasted
fifty-three days, adjourning Feb. 28.
The Fourteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution was ratified and important legislation enacted
tor,

relative to State taxation

and the regulation of

public warehouses: a State Board of Equalization

was

and the office of
Attorney-General created.
(Under this law
Robert G. Ingersoll was the first appointee.)
Provision was made for the erection of a new
State House, to establish a Reform School for
Juvenile Offenders, and for the support of other
of Assessments

State institutions.

established,

The

first

special session con-

;
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vened on June

11, 1867,

having been summoned

to consider questions relating to internal revenue.

having surrendered
his lease without notice, the Governor found it
necessary to make immediate provision for the
management of that institution. Not having
included this matter in his original call, no necessity then existing, he at once summoned a
second special session, before the adjournment
of the first. This convened on June 14, remained
in session until June 28, and adopted what is
substantially the present penitentiary law of the
This General Assembly was in session
State.

The

lessee of the penitentiary

seventy-one
three at the

days—fifty-three
first

special session

at

and

the

regular,

fifteen at the

second.

Twenty-sixth General Assembly convened
Jan. 4, 1869. The Republicans had a majority in
each house. The newly elected Lieutenant-Governor, John Dougherty, presided in tlie Senate,
and Franklin Corwin, of Peru, was again chosen
Speaker of the House. Governor Oglesby submitted his final message at the opening of the
session, showing a total reduction in the State
debt during his term of $4,743,821. Governor
John M. Palmer was inaugurated Jan. 11. The
most important acts passed by this Legislature
were the following: Calling the Constitutional
Convention of 1869; ratifying the Fifteenth
Amendment to the United States Constitution
granting well behaved convicts a reduction in
their terms of imprisonment for the prevention
of cruelty to animals providing for the regulation of freights and fares on railroads; establishing the Southern Normal University; providing for the erection of the Northern Insane
Hospital; and establishing a Board of Commissioners of Public Charities. The celebrated
"Lake Front Bill," especially affecting the
interests of the city of Chicago, occupied a
great deal of time during this session, and
though finally passed over the Governor's veto,
was repealed in 1873. This session was iuterrvipted by a recess which extended from March
;

;

The Legislatm-e re-assemApril 13.
12 to
bled April 14, and adjourned, sine die, April 20,
having been in actual session seventy-four days.

Twenty-seventh General Assembly had
four sessions, one regular, two special and one
adjourned. The first convened Jan. 4, 1871, and
adjourned on April 17. having lasted 104 days,
when a recess was taken to Nov. 15 following.

The body was made up of fifty Senators and 177
Representatives. The Republicans again controlled both houses, electing William M. Smith,

Speaker (over William R. Morrison, Democrat),
while Lieutenant-Governor Dougherty presided in
the Senate. The latter occupied thq^all of Representatives in the old State Capitol, while the
House held its sessions in a new church edifice
erected by the Second Presbyterian Church.
John A. Logan was elected United States Senator, defeating Thomas J. Tm-ner (Democrat) by a
vote, on joint ballot, of 131 to 89.
This was the
first Illinois Legislature to meet after the adoption
of the Constitution of 1870, and its time was
mainly devoted to framing, discussing and passing laws required by the changes in the organic
law of the State. The first special session opened

on May 34 and closed on June 22, 1871, continuing thirty days. It was convened by Governor
Palmer to make additional appropriations for the
necessary expenses of the State Government and
for the continuance of work on the new State
House. The purpose of the Governor in summoning the second special session was to provide
financial relief for the city of Chicago after the

great

fire

of Oct. 9-11, 1871. Members were sumspecial telegrams and were In their
13, continuing in session to Oct. 34

moned by
seats Oct.

—twelve

days.

Governor Palmer had already
which the State might
city without doing violence

suggested a plan by
aid the stricken

to either the spirit or letter of the
stitution,
legislation.

new Con-

which expressly prohibited special
Chicago had advanced §2,500,000

toward the completion of the Illinois & Michigan
Canal, under the pledge of the State that this
outlay should be made good. The Legislature
voted an appropriation sufficient to pay both
principal and interest of this loan, amounting, in

round numbers, to about 83,000,000. The adjourned session opened on Nov. 15, 1871, and came
an end on April 9, 1873 having continued 147
days.
It was entirely devoted to considering and

—

to

adopting legislation germane to the new Constitution.
The total length of all sessions of this
General Assembly was 393 days.

Twenty-eighth General Assembly convened
It was composed of fifty -one Sena8, 1873.
and 153 Representatives; the upper house

Jan.
tors

standing thirty-three Republicans to eighteen
Democrats, and the lower, eighty -six Republicans
The Senate chose
to sixty-seven Democrats.
John Early, of Winnebago, President pro tempore,
and Shelby M. CuUom was elected Speaker of the
House. Governor Oglesby was inaugurated Jan.
13, but, eight days later, was elected to the United
States Senate, being succeeded in the Governorship by Lieut. -Gov. John L. Beveridge. An
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appropriation of $1,000,000 was

made

for can-ying

on the work on the new capitol and various otlier
acts of a public character passed, the most important being an amendment of the railroad law of
the previous session. On May 6, the Legislature
adjourned until Jan. 8, 1874. The purpose of tlie
recess was to enable a Commission on the Revision
of the Laws to complete a report. Tlie work was
duly completed and nearly all the titles reported
by the Commissioners were adopted at tlie

adjourned session. An adjournment, sine die,
was taken March 31, 1874 the two sessions
having lasted, respectively, 119 and 83 days
toUl 202.
Twenty-ninth Gener.\l Assembly convened
Jan 6, 1875. While the Republicans had a plurality in both houses, they were defeated in an
effort to secure tlieir organization through a
A. A.
fusion of Democrats and Independents.
Glenn (Democrat) was elected President pro tempore of the Senate (becoming acting LieutenantGovernor), and Elijah M. Haines was chosen
presiding officer of the lower house. The leaders
on both sides of the Chamber were aggressive,
and the session, as a whole, was one of the most
turbulent and disorderly in the history of the
Little legislation of vital importance
State.

—

(outside

enacted.

regular appropriation bills) was
This Legislature adjourned, April 15,

of

having been in session 100 days.
Thirtieth General Assembly convened Jan.
The
3; 1877, and adjourned, sine die. on May 24.
Democrats and Independents in the Senate united
in securing control of that body, although tlie
House was Republican. Fawcett Plumb, of La
Salle County, was chosen President pro tempore
<if the upper, and James Shaw Speaker of the
lower, house. The inauguration of State officers
took place Jan. 8, Shelby M. CuUom becoming
Governor and Andrew Shuman, Lieutenant-Governor. This was one of the most exciting years
in American political history
Both of the dominant parties claimed to have elected the President,
and the respective votes in the Electoral College
were so close as to excite grave apprehension in
many minds. It was also the year for tlie choice
of a Senator by the Illinois Legislature, and the
attention of the entire country was directed
toward this State.
Gen. John M. Palmer was
the nominee of the Democratic caucus and John
A Logan of the Republicans. On the twentyfourth ballot the name of General Logan was
withdrawn, most of the Republican vote going
to Charles B. Lawrence, and the Democrats going
over to David Davis, who, although an original

103

Republican and friend of Lincoln, and Ju.stice of
the Supreme Court by appointment of Mr. Lincoln, had become an Independent Democrat.
On
the fortieth ballot (taken Jan. 25). Judge Davis
received 101 votes, to 94 for Judge Lawrence
(Republican) and five scattering, thus securing
Davis' election. Not many acts of vital impor-

tance were passed by this Legislature. Appellate
Courts were established and new judicial districts
created; the original jurisdiction of county
courts was enlarged: better safeguards were
thrown about miners; measures looking at once
to the supervision and protection of railroads were
passed, as well as various laws relating chiefly to
the police administration of the State and of
municipalities. The length of the session was
143 days.

Thirty-first General Assembly convened
8, 1879, with a Republican majority in each

Jan.

Andrew Shuman, the newly elected Lieutenant-Governor, presided in the Senate, and
WiUiam A. James of Lake County was chosen
Speaker of the House. John M. Hamilton of
McLean County (afterwards Governor), was
chosen President pro tempore of the Senate.
John A. Logan was elected United States Senator
on Jan. 21, the complimentary Democratic vote
being given to Gen. John C. Black. Various
laws of public importance were enacted by this
Legislature, among them being one creating the
Bureau of Labor Statistics; the first oleomargarine law; a drainage and levee act; a law for the
reorganization of the militia; an act for the
regulation of pawnbrokers; a law limiting tlie
pardoning power, and various laws looking
toward the supervision and control of railways.
The session lasted 144 days, and the Assembly
adjourned, sine die, May 31, 1879.
liouse.

Thirty second General Assembly convened
5, 1881, the Republicans having a majority
Lieutenant-Governor Hamilton presided in the Senate, William J. Campbell
of Cook County being elected President pro tempore. Horace H. Thomas, also of Cook, was
(diosen Speaker of the House.
Besides the routine legislation, the most important measures
enacted by this Assembly were laws to prevent
the spread of pleuro-pneumonia among cattle:
regulating the sale of firearms; providing more
stringent penalties for the adulteration of food,
drink or medicine; regulating the practice of
pharmacy and dentistry amending the revenue
and school laws and requiring annual statements
from official custodians of public moneys. The
Legislature adjourned May 30, after having beea

Jan.

in both branches.

;

:
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in session 146 days, but was called together again
in special session by the Governor on March 33,
1883, to pass new Legislative and Congressional
Apportionment Laws, and for the consideration

other subjects. The special session lasted
forty-four days, adjourning May 5 both sessions
occupying a total of 190 days.
of

—

Thiety-thied Geneeal Assembly convened
3, 1883, with the Republicans again in the
majority in both houses. William J. Campbell
was re-elected President pro tempore of the
Senate, but not until the sixty-first ballot, six
Republicans refusing to be bound by the nomination of a caucus held prior to their arrival at
Loren C. Collins, also of Cook, was
Springfield.
elected Speaker of the House. The complimentary Democratic vote was given to Thomas M. Shaw
in the Senate, and to Austin O. Sexton in the
House. Governor CuUom, the Republican caucus
nominee, was elected United States Senator, Jan.
16, receiving a majority in each branch of the
General Assembly. The celebrated "Harper
High-License Bill," and the first "Compulsory
School Law" were passed at this session, the
other acts being of ordinary character. The
Legislature adjourned June 18, having been in

Jan.

session 168 days.

Thikty-fourth General Assembly convened
The Senate was Republican by a
7, 1885.
majority of one, there being twenty -six members
of that party, twenty-four Democrats and one
greenback Democrat. William J. Campbell, of
Cook County, was for the third time chosen
President pro tempore. The House stood seventysix Republicans and seventy -six Democrats, with
one member— Elijah M. Haines of Lake Countycalling himself an "Independent." The contest

Jan.

Speakership continued until Jan. 39,
when, neither party being able to elect its nominee, the Democrats took up Haines as a candidate
and placed him in the chair, with Haines' assistance, filling the minor offices with their own
men. After the inauguration of Governor
Oglesby, Jan. 30, the first business was the elecfor the

tion of a United States Senator. The balloting
proceeded until May 18, when John A. Logan received 103 votes to ninety -six for Lambert Tree.and
Three members one Republican
five scattering.
and two Democrats— had died since the opening
of the session and it was through the election of
a Republican in place of one of the deceased
Democrats, that the Republicans succeeded in
electing their candidate. The session was a
stormy one througliout, the Speaker being, much
of tlie time, at odds with the House, and an

—

;

unsuccessful effort was made to depose him.
Charges of bribery against certain members were
preferred and investigated, but no definite result
was reached. Among the important measures
passed by this Legislature were the following
A
joint resolution providing for submission of an
amendment to the Constitution prohibiting contract labor in penal institutions; providing by
resolution for the appointment of a non-partisan
Commission of twelve to draft a new revenue
code the Crawford primary election law an act
amending the code of criminal procedure estab:

;

;

;

and Sailors' Home, subsequently located at Quincy creating a Live-Stock
Commission and appropriating §531,713 for the
completion of the State House. The Assembly
adjourned, sine die, June 36, 1885, after a session
lishing a

Soldiers'

;

of 171 days.

Thirty-fifth General Assembly convened

The Republicans had a majority of
5, 1887.
twelve in the Senate and three in tlie House.
For President pro tempore of the Senate, August
W. Berggreu was chosen for Speaker of the
House, Dr. William F. Calhoun, of De Witt
County. The death of General Logan, which
had occurred Dec. 26, 1886, was officiall}' announced by Governor Oglesby^ and, on Jan. 18,
Charles B. Farwell was elected to succeed him as
United States Senator. William R. Morrison and
Benjamin W. Goodhue were the candidates of
the Democratic and Labor parties, respectively.
Some of the most important laws passed by this
General Assembly were the following: Amend
ing the law relating to the spread of contagious
the Chase bill to
diseases among cattle, etc.

Jan.

;

;

prohibit book-making

and

pool-selling;

regulat-

ing trust companies; making the Trustees of
the University of Illinois elective; inhibiting
aliens from holding real estate, and forbidding
the marriage of first cousins. An act virtually
creating a new State banking system was also
passed, subject to ratification by popular vote.
Other acts, having more particular reference to
Chicago and Cook County, were: a law making
cities and counties responsible for three-fourths
of the damage resulting from mobs and riots the
Merritt conspiracy law the Gibbs Jury Commission law. and an act for the suppression of
bucket-shop gambling. The session ended June
15, 1887, having continued 163 days.
;

;

Thirty-sixth General Assembly convened
Jan.

7,

1889, in its first (or regular) session, tlie

Republicans being largely in the majority. The
Senate elected Theodore S. Chapman of Jersey
County, President pro tempore, and the House

IITS'I'OKK'AL
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Pike Cdiinty. Speaker. Mr.
Asa C. Matthews
Matthews was appointed First Comptroller of the
President
Harrison, on May 9 (see
Treasury by
Matthews, Asa C), and resigned the Speakership
the
following
day.
He was succeeded by
on
James H. Miller of Stark County. Shelby M.
was
re-elected
to
the
United States Senate
CuUom
on January 22, the Democrats again voting for
ex-Gov. John M. Palmer. The "Sanitary Di-ainage District Law," designed for the benefit of the
city of Chicago, was enacted at this session an
asylum for insane criminals was established at
Chester the annexation of cities, towns, villages,
etc., under certain conditions, was authorized;
more stringent legislation was enacted relative to
the circulation of obscene literature; a new compulsory education law was passed, and the employment on public works of aliens who had not
declared their intention of becoming citizens was
prohibited. This session ended. May 28.
A
<if

:

;

was convened by Governor Fifer
frame and adopt legislation
rendered necessary by the Act of Congress locating the World's Columbian Expcsition at Cliicago.
Mr. Miller having died in the interim, William G.
Cochran, of Moult^-ie Countj'. was chosen Speaker
of the House. The special session concluded
special session

on July

Aug.

1,

24, 1890, to

1890.

having enacted the following meas-

An Act granting the use of all State lands,
(submerged or other) in or adjacent to Cliicago, to
the World's Columbian Exposition for a period to
extend one year after the closing of the Exjiosition; authorizing the Chicago Boards of Park
Commissioners to grant the use of the public
parks, or any part thereof, to promote the objects
of such Exposition a joint resolution providing
for the submission to the people of a Constitutional Amendment granting to tlie city of Chicago
ures;

;

the power (provided a majority of the qualified
voters desired it) to issue bonds to an amount not
exceeding §5,000,000, the same to bear interest
and the proceeds of their sale to be turned over
to the Exposition Managers to be devoted to the
(See
use and for the benefit of the Exposition.

Columbian Exposition.) The total
length of the two sessions was 150 days.

also World's

Thirty-seventh General Assembly convened
7, 1891, and adjourned June 12 following.

Jan.

Ray presided in
W. Matthews (Republican),
Lieut. -Gov.

elected President pro tem.
control in the House and

the Senate, Milton
of Urbana, being

The Democrats had

elected Clayton E.
The most
Crafts, of Cook County, Speaker.
exciting feature of the .session was the election of
a United States Senator to succeed Charles B.

1LLL\()I^

105

Neither of the two leading parties had
Farwell.
a majority on joint ballot, the balance of power
being held by three "Independent" members of
the House, who had been elected as representatives of the Farmers" Mutual Benevolent Alli-

Oglesby was tlie caucus
J.
Republicans and John M. Palmer
For a time the Independents
stood as a unit for A. J. Streeter, but later two of
the three voted for ex-Governor Palmer, finally,
on March 11, securing his election on the 154th
Meanwhile, the Repubballot in joint session.
licans had cast tentative ballots for Alson J.
Streeter and Cicero J. Lindley, in hope of drawing the Independents to their support, but with(?ut
effective result.
The final ballot stood— Palmer,

ance.

Richard

nominee of

tlie

of the Democrats.

Of 1,296 bills intro103 Lindley, 101, Streeter 1.
duced in both Houses at this session, only 151
became laws, tlie most important being: The
;

Australian ballot law, and acts regulating building and loan associations prohibiting the employment of children under thirteen at manual labor
fixing the legal rate of interest at seven per cent
;

prohibiting the "truck system" of paying emand granting the right of suffrage to

ployes,

the election of .scIkjoI officers. An
of the State Constitution permitting
two Constitutional Amendments to the people at tlie siune time, was submitted by this Legislature and ratified at the
The session covered a period of
election of 1892.

women

in

amendment

the submission of

157 days.

This
Thirty-eighth General Assembly.
body convened Jan. 4, 1893. The Democrats were
in the ascendency in both houses, having a
majority of seven in the Senate and of three in
the lower hou.se. Joseph R. Gill, the LieutenantGovernor, was ex-officio President of the Senate,
and John W. Coppinger, of Alton, was chosen
President pro tem. Clayton E. Crafts of Cook
County was again chosen Spe;iker of the House.
The inauguration of the new State officers took
place on the afternoon of Tue.sday, Jan. 10. This
Legislature was in session 164 days, adjourning
June 16, 1893. Not very much legislation of a
general character was enacted. New Congressional and Legislative apportionments were
passed, the former dividing the State into twentytwo districts; an Insurance Department was
created; a naval militia was established; the
scope of the juvenile reformatory was enlarged
and the compulsorj- education law was amended.
This
Thirty-ninth General Assembly.
Legislature held two sessions a regular and a
special.
The former opened Jan. 9, 1895, and

—

;
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June

closed

14,

following.

The

political

com-

—

plexion of the Senate was Republicans, thirtythree; Democrats, eighteen; of the House,
ninety -two Republicans and sixty-one Democrats.
of Cook County, was elected Speaker
of the House, and Charles Bogardus of Piatt
County, President pro tem. of the Senate. Acts

John Meyer,

were passed making appropriations for improvement of the State Fair Grounds at Springfield
authorizing the establishment of a Western Hospital for the Insane (§100,000); appropriating
$100,000 for a Western Hospital for the Insane;
SG5,000 for an Asylum for Incurable Insane; 850,one
000, each, for two additional Normal Schools
in Northern and the other in Eastern Illinois;
§25,000 for a Soldiers" Widows' Home— all being
new institutions besides $15,000 for a State
exhibition at the Atlanta Exposition; $65,000 to
mark, by monuments, the position of Illinois
troops on the battlefields of Chickamauga, Lookout Mountain and Missionary Ridge. Other acts
passed fixed the salaries of members of the General Assembly at $1,000 each for each regular
session
accepted the custody of the Lincoln
monument at Springfield, authorized provision
for the retirement and pensioning of teachers in
public schools, and authorized the adoption of

—

—

;

civil service rules for cities.

The

.special session

convened, pursuant to a call by the Governor, on
25, 1895, took a recess, June 28 to July 9,
re-assembled on the latter date, and adjourned,
Outside of routine legislasine die, August 3.
tion, no laws were passed except one providing
additional necessary revenue for State purposes
and one creating a State Board of Arbitration.
The regular session continued 157 days and the
special twenty-nine total 186.
Fortieth General Assembly met in regular
session at Springfield, Jan. 6. 1897, and adjourned,
The Republicans had a majorsine die, June 4.
ity in both branches, the House standing eightyeight Republicans to sixty-three Democrats and
two Populists, and the Senate, thirty-nine Republicans to eleven Democrats and one Populist,
giving the Republicans a majority on joint ballot
of fifty votes. Both houses were promptly organized by the election of Republican officers, Edward
C. Curtis of Kankakee County being chosen
Speaker of the House, and Hendrick V. Fisher,
of Henry County, President pro tem. of the SenGovernor Tanner and the other Republican
ate.
State officers were formally inaugurated on

June

—

and, on Jan. 20, William E. Mason
11,
(Republican) was chosen United States Senator
John M. Palmer, receiving in joint

Jan.

to succeed

session 125 votes to seventy-seven for

John

P.

Altgeld (Democrat). Among the principal laws
enacted at this session were the following: An
act concerning aliens and to regulate the right to
hold real estate, and prescribing the terms and
conditions for the conveyance of the same;
empowering the Commissioners who were appointed at the previous session to ascertain and
mark the positions occupied by Illinois Volunteers
in the battles of Chickamauga, Lookout Mountain and Missionary Ridge, to expend the remaining appropriations in their hands for the erection
of monuments on the battle-grounds authorizing
the appointment of a similar Commission to
ascertain and mark the positions held by Illinois
troops in the battle of Shiloh to reimburse the
University of Illinois for the loss of funds resulting from the Spaulding defalcation and affirming
the liability of the State for "the endowment
fund of the University, amounting to $456,713.91,
and for so much in addition as may be received
in future from the sale of lands"; authorizing
the adoption of the "Torrens land-title system" in
the conveyance and registration of land titles by
vote of the people in any county the consolidation of the three Supreme Court Districts of the
State into one and locating the Court at Springfield; creating a State Board of Pardons, and
prescribing the manner of applying for pardons
and commutations. An act of this session, which
produced much agitation and led to a great deal
of discussion in the press and elsewhere, was the
street railroad law empowering the City Council,
or other corporate authority of any city, to grant
franchises to street railway companies extending
This act was repealed by the
to fifty years.
General Assembly of 1899 before any street railway corporation had secured a francliise under it.
;

;

;

A
to

special session

meet Dec.

five topics

7,

for

was

called by Governor

1897, the

Tanner

proclamation naming

legislative action.

The

session

continued to Feb. 34, 1898, only two of the measures named by the Governor in his call being
affirmatively acted upon. These included: (1) an
elaborate act prescribing the manner of conducting primary elections of delegates to nominating
conventions, and (2) a new revenue law regulating the manner of assessing and collecting taxes.
One provision of the latter law limits the valuation
of property for assessment purposes to one-fifth
The length of the regular session
its cash value.
was 150 days, and that of the special session
eighty days— total, 230 days.
tJENESEO, a city in Henry County, about two
miles south of the Green River. It is on the Chi-
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cago,

Rock Island & Pacific Railway, 23 miles
east of Rock Island and 75 miles west of Ottawa.
It is in the heart of a grain-growing region, and

above the surface is about 80 feet, thin bands of
Magnesian limestone altern.ating with layers of

has three large grain elevators. Manufacturing
also carried on to a considerable extent, stoves,

tain good hydraulic rock,

is

furniture, wagons and fanning implements conGeneseo has eleven
churches, a graded and high school, a collegiate
institute, two banks and three newspapers, one
being a daily, beside two monthly publications.

stituting the chief output.

Population (1880), 3 .'518i (1890), 3,183.
GENEVA, a city and railway junction on Fox
River, and the county -seat of Kane County; 3.5
miles west of Chicago. It has a fine court house,
completed in 1892 at a cost of .5250,000, and numerous handsome churches and school buildings. A
State Reformatory for juvenile female offenders
has been located here. There is an excellent
water-power, operating six manufactories, including extensive glucose works. The town has a
bank and two weekly newspapers. The surrounding country is devoted to agriculture and
dairy farming. A large creamery is located at
Geneva. Population (1880), 1,239; (1890), 1,692;
(1899, estimated), 2,250.

GEXOA, a village of De Kalb County, on the
Omaha Division of the Chicago, ililwaukee & St.
Paul Railway, 59 miles west of Chicago.
ing

is

Dairya leading industry the place has a bank
Population (1880). 449; (1890),
;

and a newspaper.
634.

GEOLOGICAL FORMATIONS. The geological
structure of Illinois embraces a representation,
more or less comi)lete, of the wliole paleonic
Lower

Many

of the layers con-

which is utilized in the
manufacture of cement. The entire thickness of
the rock below the surface has not been ascertained, but is estimated at about 400 feet.
The
St. Peter's Sandstone outcrops in the valley of
the

Illinois,

constituting the

main portion of the

from Utica to a point beyond Ottawa, and
forms the "bed rock" in most of tlie northern
townships of La Salle County. It also outcrops
on the Rock River in the vicinity of Oregon City,
and forms a conspicuous bluff on the Mississippi
in Calhoun County.
Its maximum thickness in
the State may be estimated at about 200 feet. It
is too incoherent in its texture to be valuable as
a building stone, though some of the upper strata
in Lee County have been utilized for caps and
sills.
It affords, however, a fine quality of sand
for the manufacture of glass.
The Trenton
group, which immediately overlies the St. Peter's
bluffs

Sandstone, consists of three divisions. The lowest is a brown Magnesian Limestone, or Dolomite,
usually found in regular beds, or strata, varying
from four inches to two feet in thickness. The
aggregate thickness varies from twenty feet, in
the northern portion of the State, to sixty or
seventy feet at the bluff in Calhoun County. At
the quarries in La Salle County, it abounds in
fossils, including a large Lituites and several
specimens of Orthoceras, Maclurea, etc. The

from the calciferous group

middle division of the Trenton group consists of
light gray, compact limestones in the southern
and western parts of the State, and of light blue,

Silurian to the top of the coal meas-

thin-bediled, shaly limestone in the northern por-

series of formations,

of the

Calciferous sandstone.

The upper division is the well-know ii
Galena limestone, the lead-bearing rock of the

ures.

In addition to these older rocks there is a
limited area in the extreme southern end of the
State covered with Tertiary deposits. Over-

tions.

spreading these formations are beds of more
recent age, comprising sands, clays and gravel,
varying in thickness from ten to more than two
hundred feet. These superficial deposits may be
divided into Alluvium, Loe.ss and Drift, and constitute the Quaternary system of modern geolo-

sometimes arenaceous and unevenly textured,
giving origin to a ferruginous, sandy clay when
decomposed. The lead ores occur in crevices,
caverns and horizontal seams. These crevices were
probably formed by shrinkage of the strata from
crystallization or by some disturbing force from
beneath, and have been enlarged by decomposiFossils belonging to
tion of the exposed surface.
a lower order of marine animal than the coral are
also
marine shells,
are
found in this rock, as
Although this limestone
corals and crustaceans.
portion
of the terriconsiderable
over
crops out
a
tory between the Mississippi and the Rock River,
confined to
chiefly
mines
are
lead
the productive
Jo Daviess and Stephenson Counties. All the
buildafford
good
group
the
Trenton
divisions of

gists.

Lower Siia"RI-\n System. — Under this heading
may be noted three distinct groups the Calcifer:

Trenton and the Cincinnati. The first
mentioned group comprises the St. Peter's Sandstone and the Lower Magnesian Lime.stone. The
former outcrops only at a single locality, in La
Salle County, extending about two miles along

ous, the

the valley of
Utica.

tlie Illinois

The thickness

River in the vicinity of
the strata appearing

of

Northwest.

It is

a buff colored, porous Dolomite,
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although with some hesitancy, the black shale
formation of Illinois. Although these comprise
an aggregate thickness of over 500 feet, their
exposure is limited to a few isolated outcroppings
along the bluffs of the Illinois, Mississippi and

iug material, some of the rock being susceptible
of a high polish and making a handsome, durable
marble. About seventj' feet are exposed near
Thebes, in Alexander County. All through the
Southwest this stone is known as Cape Girardeau
marble, from its being extensively quarried at
Cape Girardeau, Mo. The Cincinnati group
immediately succeeds the Trenton in the ascend-

Rock Rivers. The lower division, called "Clear
Creek Limestone," is about 350 feet thick, and is
only found in the extreme southern end of the

ing scale, and forms the uppermost member of
the Lower Silurian system. It usually consists of
argillaceous and sandy shales, although, in the
northwest portion of the State, Magnesian limestone is found with the shales. The prevailing
colors of the beds are light blue and drab,
weathering to a light ashen gray. This group is
found well exposed in the vicinity of Thebes,
Alexander County, furnishing a durable building
stone extensively used for foundation walls.
Fossils are found in profusion in all the beds,
many fine specimens, in a perfect state of preservation, having been exhumed.
Upper Silurian System.— The Niagara group
in Northern Illinois consists of brown, gray and
buff magnesian limestones, sometimes evenly
bedded, as at Joliet and Athens, and sometimes
concretionary and brecciated, as at Bridgeport and
Port Byron. Near Chicago the cells and pockets
of this rock are filled with petroleum, but it has
been ascertained that only the thirty upper feet
of the rock contain bituminous matter. The
quarries in Will and Jersey Counties furnish fine
building and flagging stone. The rock is of a
light gray color, changing to buff on exposure.
In Pike and Calhoun Counties, also, there are outcroppings of this rock and quarries are numerous.
It is usually evenly bedded, the strata varying in
thickness from two inches to two feet, and breaking evenly. Its aggregate thickness in Western
and Northern Illinois ranges from fifty to 150
feet.
In Union and Alexander Counties, in the
southern part of the State, the Upper Silurian
series consists cliipfly <>( tliiii bedded gray or

thin-bedded silico-magnesian limestones, rather
compact in texture, and of buff or light gray
to nearly white colors.
When decomposed by
atmospheric influences, it forms a fine white cla3',
resembling common chalk in appearance. Some
of the cherty beds resemble burr stones in porosity, and good mill-stones are made therefrom in
Union County. Some of the stone is bluish-gray,
or mottled and crystalline, capable of receiving
a high polish, and making an elegant and durable
building stone. The Onondaga group comprises
some sixty feet of quartzose sandstone and
striped silicious shales.
The structure of the
rock is almost identical with that of St. Peters
Sandstone. In the vicinity of its outcrop in
Union Comity are found fine beds of potter's clay,
also variegated in color.
The rock strata arc
about twenty feet thick, evenly bedded and of a
coarse, granular structure, which renders the
stone valuable for heavy masonry. The group
has not been found north of Jackson County.
Large quantities of characteristic fossils abound.
The rocks composing the Hamilton group are the
jnost valuable of all the divisions of the Devonian
system, and the outcrops can be identified only by
their fossils. In Union and Jackson Counties it is
found from eighty to 100 feet in thickness, two
beds of bluish gray, fetid limestone being separated by about twenty feet of calcareous shales.
The limestones are highly bituminous. In Jersey
and Calhoun Counties the group is only six to
ten feet thick, and consists of a hard, silicious
limestone, passing at some points into a quartzose

buff-colored limestoiit', sili(ii>nK and cherty, flinty
material largely prepoinlerating over the limestone.

Fossils are not aljundant in this formation,

although the quarries at Bridgeport, in Cook
County, have afforded casts of nearly 100 species
of marine organisms, the calcareous portion having been washed away.
Devootan System.—This system is represented
in Illinois

by three well marked

divisions, cor-

responding to tlie Oriskany sandstone, the Onondaga limestone and the Hamilton and Corniferous
beds of New York. To these the late Professor
Worthen, for many years State Geologist, added,

State.

It consists of cliert, or

impure

flint,

and

sandstone, and at others becoming argillaceous,

The most northern outcrop is in
Rock Island County, where the rock is concretionary in structure and is utilized for building purposes and in the manufacture of quicklime.
Fossils are numerous, among them being a few
fragments of fishes, which are the oldest remains
of vertebrate animals yet found in the State.
The black shale probably attains its maximum
development in Union Count}', where it ranges
from fifty to seventy -five feet in thickness. Its
lower portion is a fine, black, laminated slate,
sometimes closely resembling the bituminous
as at Grafton.

HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.
shales associated with the coal seams,

which

cir-

cumstance has led to tlie fruitless expenditure of
much time and money. The bituminous portion
of the mass, on distillation, yields an oil closely

resembling petroleum. Crystals of iron pyrites
are abundant in the argillaceous portion of the
group, which does noi. extend north of the counCalhoun, Jersey and Pike.
Lower Cakboniferous System.

ties of

— This

is di-

The Kinderhook group, the Burlington limestone, and the
Keokuk, St. Louis and Chester groups. Its
greatest development is in the soutliern portion
of the State, where it has a thickness of 1,400 or
l.oOO feet. It thins out to the northward so rapidly
tliat, in the vicinity of tlie Lower Rapids on the
visible into five groups, as follows:

Mississippi, it is only 300 feet thick, while it
wholly disappears below Rock Island. Tlie Kinderhook group is varial)le in its lithological character,

consisting of argillaceous and sandj' shales,

with thin beds of compact and

oolitic limestone,

passing locally into calcareous shales or impure
limestone.
The entire formation is mainly a
mechanical sediment, with but a very small porThe Burlington limetion of organic matter.
stone, on the other hand, is composed almost
entirely of the fossilized remains of organic
beings, with barely enough sedimentary material
to act as a cement. Its maximum thickness
scarcely exceeds 200 feet, and its principal outcrops are in the counties of Jersey, Greene, Scott,
Callioun, Pike,

The rock

is

Adams, Warren and Henderson.
brown

usually a light gray, buff or

limestone, either coarsely granular or crystalline
in structure.
The Keokuk group immediately
succeeds the Burlington in the ascending order,
with no well defined line of demarcation, the
chief points of difference between the two being
in color and in the character of fossils found.
At
the upper part of this group is found a bed of
calcareo-argillaceous sliale, containing a great
variety of geodes, which furnish beautiful cabinet
specimens of crj'stallized (juartz, chalcedony,
dolomite and iron pyrites. In Jersey and Monroe
Counties a bed of hydraulic limestone, adapted to
the manufacture of cement, is found at the top of
The St. Louis group is partly
this formation.

a fine-grained or semi-crystallized bluish-grajlimestone, and partly concretionary, as around
Alton. In the extreme soutliern part of tlie State
the rock is highlj' bituminous and susceptible of
receiving a high polish, being used as a black
marble. Beds of magnesian limestone are found
here and there, whicli furnish a good stone for
foundation walls. In Hardin Coimty, the rock

traversed

by veins of

190

carrying
galena and zinc blonde. The Chester group is
only found in the southern part of the State,
thinning out from a tliickness of eight hundred
feet in Jackson and Randolph Counties, to about
is

twenty

fluor

spar,

feet at Alton.

crystalline,

It consists of hard, gray,
argillaceous limestones, alternating

with sandy and argillaceous shales and .sandstones,
which locally replace each other. A few species
of true carboniferous flora are found in the arenaceous sliales and sandstones of tliis group, the
earliest traces of pre-historic lanil plants

found in
Outcrops extend in a narrow belt
from the southern part of Hardin County to the
southern line of St. Clair County, passing around
tlie State.

tlie

soutliwest border of the coal

field.

Upper Carboniferous System.—This includes
the Conglomerate, or "Mill Stone Urit" of European authors, and the true coal measures. In the
southern portion of the State its greatest thickness is about 1,200 feet. It becomes tliinner
toward the north, scarcely exceeding 400 or 500
feet in the vicinity of La Salle.
The word "conglomerate" designates a thick bed of sandstone
that lies at tlie base of the coal measures, and
appears to have resulted from the culmination of
the arenaceous sedimentary accumulations.
It
consists of massive quartzose sandstone, sometimes nearly white, but more frequently stained
red or brown by the ferruginous matter which
it
contains, and i.s frequently composed in
part of rounded quartz pebbles, from the size
of a pea to several inches in diameter.
When
higlily ferruginous, the oxide of iron cements
the sand into a hard crust on the surface
of the rock, which successfully resists the denuding influence of the atmosphere, so that the
rock forms towering cliffs on the banks of the
stream along which are its outcrops. Its thickness
varies from 200 feet in the southern part of the
State to twenty-five feet in the northern.
It has
afforded a few species of fossil plants, but no

animal remains. Tlie coal measures of Illinois
are at least 1,000 feet thick and cover nearly
three-fourths of its entire area. The strata are
horizontal, the dip rarely exceeding six to ten
feet to the mile.
The formation is made up of
sandstone, shales, thin beds of limestone, coal,
and its associated fire clays. The thickness of

the workable beds is from si.x to twenty-four
inches in the upper measures, and from two to
five feet in the lower measures.
Tlie fire clays,
on which the coal seams usually rest, probably
represent the ancient soil on wliich grew the
trees

and plants from which the coal

is

formed.

;
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When

pure, these clays

manufacture of

are valuable

for

the

tile and common
wholly of the bitumi-

brick,

fire

Illinois coal is

pottery.

nous variety, the metamorphio conditions which
resulted in the production of anthracite coal in

Pennsylvania not having extended to this State.
Fossils, both vegetable and animal, abound in
the coal measures.

—

Tertiary System. This system is represented
only in the southern end of the State, where certain deposits of stratified sands, shales and conglomerate are found, which appear to mark the

northern boundary of the great Tertiary formation of the Gulf States.
Potter's clay, lignite and
silicious woods are found in the formation.
Quaternary System.—This system embraces
all the superficial material, including sands, clay,
gravel and soil which over.spreads the older formations in all portions of the State. It gives
origin to the soil from which the agricultural
wealth of Illinois is derived. It may be properly
Post-tertiary
separated into four divisions:
sands. Drift, Loess and Alluvium. The firstnamed occupies the lowest position in the series,
and consists of stratified beds of yellow sand and
blue clay, of variable thickness, overlaid by a
black or deep brown, loamy soil, in which are
found leaves, branches and trunks of trees in a
good state of preservation. Next above lie the
drift deposits, consisting of blue, yellow and
brown clays, containing gravel and boulders of
various sizes, the latter the water-worn fragments of rocks, many of which have been washed
down from the northern shores of the great
This drift formation varies in thickness
lakes.
from twenty to 130 feet, and its accumulations
are probably due to the combined influence of
The subsoil
water currents and moving ice.
over a large part of the northern and central

forming the bottom lands of the rivers and
smaller

streams.

They

consist

of

irregularly

clay and loam, which are frequently found in alternate layers, and contain
more or less organic matter from decompcsed
When suffianimal and vegetable substances.
ciently elevated, they constitute the richest and
most productive farming lands in the State.
GEORGETOWN, a village of Vermilion County,
on the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis
Eailway, 10 miles south of Danville. It has a
bank, telegraph and express office and a news-

stratified sand,

Population (1880), 741 (1890), 663.
GERMAN EVANGELICAL SCHOOL, located at
Addison, Du Page County incorporated in 1852
has a faculty of three instructors and reports 187
pupils for 1897-98, with a property valuation of

paper.

;

;

89,600.

GERMANTOWN, a village of Vermilion County,
and suburb of Danville is the center of a coalmining district. Population (1880), 540; (1890),
;

1.178.

GEST,

Willlaiii

H., lawyer and ex-Congress111., Jan. 7, 1838.

man, was born at Jacksonville,

When

in this formation consist chiefly of the bones

but four years old his parents removed to
Rock Island, where he has since resided. He
graduated from Williams College in 1860, was
admitted to the bar in 1862, and has always been
actively engaged in practice. In 1886 he was
elected to Congress by the Republicans of the
Eleventh Illinois District, and was re-elected in
1888, but in 1890 was defeated by Benjamin T.
Cable, Democrat.
GIBAULT, Pierre, a French priest, supposed to
have been born at New Madrid in what is now
Southeastern Missouri, early in the eighteenth
century; was Vicar-General at Kaskaskia, with
ecclesiastical jurisdiction over the churches at
Cahokia, St. Genevieve and adjacent points, at
the time of the capture of Kaskaskia by Col.
George Rogers Clark in 1778, and rendered Clark
important aid in conciliating the French citizens
of Illinois. He also made a visit to Vincennes and
induced the people there to take the oath of allegiance to tlie new government. He even advanced
means to aid Clark's destitute troops, but beyond
a formal vote of thanks by the Virginia Legislature, he does not appear to have received any
recompense. Governor St. Clair, in a report to
Thomas Jefferson, then Secretary of State, dwelt
impressively upon the value of Father Gibaulfs

teeth of extinct

services

is composed of fine brown
Desquereux (Illinois Geological Suraccounts for the origin of this clay
and of the black prairie soil above it, by attributing it to the growth and decomposition of a

portions of the State
clay.

Prof.

vey, Vol.

I. )

peculiar vegetation.
ical

The Loess

is

a tine nieohan-

sediment that appears to have accumulated in

some body of fresh water. It consists of marly
sands and clays, of a thickness varying from five to
sixty feet.

Its greatest

development

bluffs of the principal rivers.

The

is

along the
found

fossils

and
mammalia, such as the mamStone implements of
moth, mastodon, etc.
primeval man are also discovered. The term
alluvium is usually restricted to the deposits

and

sacrifices,

and Judge Law said of

him, "Next to Clark and (Francis) Vigo, the
United States are indebted more to Father
Gibault for the accession of the States comprised
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was tlie original Northwest Territory
than to any other man. " The date and place of
his death are unknown.
(;iBSON CITY, a town in Ford County, situated on the Lake Erie & Western Railroad,
S4 miles east of Bloomington, and
at the
intersection of the Wabash Railroad and the
Springfield Division of the Illinois Central. The
in wliat

principal mechanical industries are iron works,

canning works and a tile factory. It has two
banks, two newspapers (one publishing a daily
edition), nine

churches and an academy.

Popu-

lation (1880), 1.260: (1890), 1,803.

GILL, Joseph B., Lieutenant-Governor (189397), was born on a farm near Marion, Williamson
County,

111.,

Feb.

17,

18G2.

at Murphysboro,

settled

In 1868 his father
Mr. Gill still

where

His academic education was
received at the school of the Christian Brothers,
in St. Louis, and at the Southern Illinois Normal
University, Carbondale. In 1886 he graduated
from the Law Department of the Michigan State
University, at Ann Arbor. Returning home he
purchased an interest in "The Murphysboro Independent," which paper he conducted and edited
up to Januarj', 1893. In 1888 he was elected to
the lower house of the Legislature and re-elected
in 1890.
As a legislator he was prominent as a
champion of the labor interest. In 1893 he was
nominated and elected Lieutenant-Governor on
the Democratic ticket, serving from January.

makes

his home.

1893, to "97.

GILLESPIE,

a village of Macoupin County, on
the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis
Railway, 10 miles southwest of Litchfield. This
the
is an agricultural and stock-growing region
town has a bank and a newspaper. Population
;

(1880), 432; (1890), 948.

GILLESPIE, Joseph, lawyer and Judge, was
New York City, August 33, 1809, of Irish
who removed to Illinois in 1819, settling

born in

parents,

on a farm near Edwardsville. After coming to
Illinois, at 10 years, he did not attend school over
two months. In 1827 he went to the lead mines
In 1831, at the
at Galena, remaining until 1829.
in\-itation of Cyrus Edwards, he began the study
of law, and was admitted to tlie bar in 1837,
having been elected Probate Judge in 1836. He
also served during two campaigns (1831 and '32)
He was a Whig in
in the Black Hawk War.

and a warm personal friend of Abraham
In 1840 he was elected to the lower
house of the Legislature, serving one term, and
was a member of the State Senate from 1847 to
1859.
In 1853 he received the few votes of the

politics

Lincoln.
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Whig members of the Legislature for United States
Senator, in opposition to Stephen A. Douglas,
and, in 1860, presided over the second Republican
State Convention at Decatur, at whicli elements
set in motion which resulted in the nomination of Abraham Lincoln for the Presidency
for the first time, a week later.
In 1861 he was
elected Judge of the Twenty-fourth Judicial
Circuit, and re-elected in 1867 for a second term,
serving until 1873. Died, at his home at Edwardsville, Jan. 7, 188.5.

were

GILLETT, John Dean, agriculturist and stockman, was born in Connecticut, April 28, 1819:
spent several years of his youth in Georgia, but,
in 1838, came to Illinois by way of St. Louis,
finally reaching "Bald Knob," in Logan County,
where an uncle of the same name resided. Here
he went to work, and, by frugality and judicious
investments, finally acquired a large body of
choice lands, adding to his agricultural operations
the rearing and feeding of stock for the Chicago
and foreign markets. In this he was remarkably
successful.
In his later years he was President
of a National

Bank

at Lincoln.

At the time

of

August 27, 1888, he was the owner of
acres of improved lands in the vicinitj- of
Elkhart, Logan County, besides large herds of
liis

death,

16, .500

fine stock, both cattle and Iiorses.
He left a large
family, one of his daughters being the wife of
the late .Senator Richard J. Oglesbj

GILLETT, PhlUp Goode, specialist and educator, born in Madison, Ind., March 24, 1833: was
educated at Asbury University, Greencastle, Ind..
graduating in 1853, and the same year became an
instructor in the Institution for the Education of
the Deaf and Dumb in that State. In 1856 he
became Principal of the Illinois Institution for
tlie Education of the Deaf and Dumb at Jacksonville, remaining
there until 1893, when lie
Thereafter, for some years, he was
President of the Association for the Promotion of
Speech by the Deaf, with headquarters in Washington, D. C. but later returned to Jacksonville,
where lie has since been living in retirement.
GILLHAM, Daniel B., agriculturist and legislator, was born at a place now called Wanda, in
Madison County, 111., April 29, 1826— his fatlier
being a farmer and itinerant Methodist preacher,
who belonged to one of the pioneer families in
the American Bottom at an early day. The subject of this sketch was educated in the common
schools and at McKendree College, but did not
graduate from the latter. In his early life he
followed the vocation of a farmer and stockgrower in one of the most prosperous and liiglily
resigned.

;
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cultivated portions of the American Bottom, a
few miles below Alton, but, in 1872, removed to

Alton, where he spent the remainder of his Ufe.
He became a member of the State Board of Agriculture in 1866, serving eiglit j'ears as Superintendent and later as its President; was also a
Trustee of Shurtleff College some twenty-five
In
years, and for a time President of the Board.
1870 he was elected to the lower branch of the
Twenty-seventh General Assembly, and to the
State Senate in 1882, serving a term of four years
On the night of March 17, 1890, he
in the latter.
was assaulted by a burglar in his liouse, receiving
a wound from a pistol-shot in consequence of
which he died, April 6, following. The identity
of Ms assailant was never discovered, and the
crime consequently went unpunished.
GILMAN, a city in Iroquois County, at the
intersection of the Illinois Central and the
Toledo, Peoria & Warsaw Railways, 81 miles
south by west from Chicago and 208 miles northIt is in the Iieart of one of the
east of St. Louis.
richest corn districts of tlie State and has large
stock-raising and fruit-growing interests. It has
an opera house, a public library, an extensive
nursery, brick and tile works, a creamery, a linseed oil mill, a bank and two vi-eekly newspapers.
Artesian well water is obtained by boring from 90
to 200 feet. Population (1880), 1,299; (1890), 1,112.

GILMAJf, Arthur, was born at Alton, 111., June
the son of Winthrop S. Gilman, of tlie
firm of Gilman & Godfrey, in whose wareliouse
the printing press of Rev. Elijah P. Lovejoy was
stored at the time of its deslruction by a mob in
1837 was educated in St. Louis and New York,
began business as a banker in 1857, but, in 1870,
removed to Cambridge, Mass., and connected
himself with "The Riverside Press." Mr. Gilman
was one of the prime movers in what is known as
"The Harvard Annex" in the interest of equal
collegiate advantages for women, and has written
22, 1837,

;

much for tlie periodical press, besides publishing
a number of volumes in the line of history and
English literature.
(JILMAN, CLINTON & SPRINGFIELD RAILROAD. (See Illinois Central Railroad.
GIRARD, a city in Macoupin County, on tlie
)

Chicago & Alton Railroad, 25 miles south by west
from Springfield and 13 miles north-northeast of
Carlinville. Coal-mining is carried on extensively
here.
The city also has a bank, five churches
and a weekly newspaper. Population (1880),
1,024; (1890), 1,524.

GLENCOE,

a village of

Milwaukee Division

of the

Cook County, on the
Chicago & Northwest-

ern Railway, 19 miles north of Chicago.

Popu-

lation (1880), 387; (1890), 569.

GLENN, Archibald A., ex-Lieutenant-Governor,
was born

in Nicholas County, Ky., Jan.
In 1828 his father's family removed to

settling first in Vermilion,

County.

At the age

and

later in

30, 1819.

Illinois,

Schuyler

being forced to
abandon school, for six years he worked upon the
farm of his widowed mother, and, at 19, entered
a printing ofSce at Rushville, where he learned
the trade of compositor. In 1844 he published a
Whig campaign paper, which was discontinued
after the defeat of Henry Clay.
For eleven
J'ears he was Circuit Clerk of Brown County,
during wliich period he was admitted to the bar
was a member of the Constitutional Convention
of 1862, and of the State Board of Equalization
from 1868 to 1872. The latter year he was elected
to the State Senate for four years, and, in 1875,
chosen its President, thus becoming ex-oflScio
Lieutenant-Governor. He early abandoned legal
practice to engage in banking and in mercantile investment.
After the expiration of his term
in the Senate, he removed to Kansas, where, at
latest advices, he still resided.
GLENN, John J., lawyer and jurist, was born
in Ashland Count}', Ohio, March 2, 1831 graduated from Miami University in 1856 and, in 1858,
was admitted to the bar at Terre Haute, Ind.
Removing to Illinois in 1860, he settled in Mercer
Count}', a year later removing to Monmouth in
Warren County, where he still resides. In 1877
he was elected Judge of the Tenth Judicial Cirof

13,

;

cuit

and

After his

re-elected

in

last election

1879,

'85,

"91,

and

'97.

he served for some time,

by appointment of the Supreme Court, as a member of the Appellate Court for the Springfield
District, but ultimately resigned and returned to
Circuit Court duty. His reputation as a coolheaded, impartial Judge stands very high, and his
name has been favorably regarded for a place on
the Supreme Bench.
GLOVER, Joseph Otis, lawyer, was born in
Cayuga County. N. Y., April 13, 1810, and educated in the high-school at Aiu-ora in that State.
In 1835 he came west to attend to a land case at
Galena for his father, and, although not then a
lawyer, he managed the case so successfully that
he was asked to take charge of two others. This
determined the bent of his mind tovrards the law,
to the study of which he turned his attention
under the preceptorship of the late Judge Theophilus L. Dickey, then of Ottawa. Soon after
being admitted to the bar in 1840, he formed a
partnership with the late Burton C. Cook, which
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In 184G he was elected
Democrat to the lower branch of the Fifteenth General Assembly, but, on the repeal of
tlie Missouri Compromise, he became one of the
founders of the Republican party and a close
friend of Abraham Lincoln, whom he entertained,
at the time of his (Lincoln's) debate with Senator
Douglas, at Ottawa, in 1858. In 1868 he served
as Presidential Elector at the time of General
Grant's first election to the Presidency, and the
lasted over thirty years.

as a
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The first cost of the
cello Female Seminary.
erection of buildings, borne by him, was S.')3,000.
)

The

institution

was opened, April

11,

1838,

and

trict

Captain Godfrey continued to be one of its Trustees
He was also one of the leadas long as he lived.
ing spirits in the construction of the Alton &
Railroad
(now a part of the Chicago
Springfield
& Alton), in which he invested heavily and unGodfrey, April 13, 1802.
Died,
at
profitably.
GOLCOXDA, a village on the Ohio River,
of Cairo; is the countymiles
northeast
eighty
The surrounding country
seat of Pope County.

until

is

following year was appointed United States DisAttorney for the Northern District, serving
18T.5.
In 1877 he was appointed by Governor Cullom a member of the Board of Railway
and Canal Commissioners, of which he afterwards

became President, serving
Chicago, Dec.

six years.

Died, in

10, 1892.

GODFREY, a village
Chicago &

of Madison County, on the
Alton Railway, 5 miles north of Alton.

Monticello Female Seminary, and
Benjamin Godfrey', an early
chiefly instrumental in founding
that institution. Population ( 1890), 228.
GODFREY, (Capt.) Benjamin, sea captain and
philanthropist, was born at Chatham, Ma.ss. Dec.
It is the seat of

named
settler

for Capt.

who was

,

age he rau away from
first voyage being to
The War of
Ireland, where he spent nine years.
1813 coming on, he returned home, spending a
part of the next three years in the naval service,
also gaining a knowledge of the science of navigation.
Later, he became master of a merchantvessel making voyages to Italy, Spain, the West
Indies and other countries, finally, bj' shipwreck
in Cuban waters, losing the bulk of his fortune.
In 1824 he engaged in mercantile business at
Matamoras, Mex., where he accumulated a handsome fortune; but, in transferring it (amounting
to some 5200,000 in silver) acro.ss the country on
pack-animals, he was attacked and robbed by
brigands, with which that country was then
infested.
Resuming business at New Orleans, he
was again successful, and, in 1832, came north,
locating near Alton, 111., the next year engaging
in the warehouse and commission business as the
partner of Winthrop S. Oilman, under the name
It was in the warehouse
of Godfrey & Gilman.
of this firm at Alton that the printing-press of
Elijah P. Lovejoy was stored when it was seized
and destroyed by a mob, and Lovejoy was killed,
in October, 1837.
(See Lm-ejo;/, EJiJoli P.) Soon
after establishing himself at Alton, Captain Godfrey made a donation of land and money for the
erection of a young ladies' seminary at the village
of Godfrey, four miles from Alton.
(See Monti4,

1794; at nine years of

home and went

to sea. his

an agricultural and mining

district.

Lead and

It has a court
house, several churches and schools, two banks
and a weekly newspaper, besides flour, woolen
and saw mills. It is a shipping point for a large
region.
Population (1880). 1,000; (1890), 1,174.
GOLDZIER, Julius, ex-Congressman, was
born at Vienna, Austria, Jan. 20, 18.54, and
emigrated to New York in 186(1. In 1872 he
settled in Chicago, where he was admitted
to the bar in 1877, and where he has practiced
law ever since; From 1890 to 1892 he was a
member of the Chicago City Council, and, in
1892, was the successful Democratic candidate
in the Fourth District, for Congress, but was
defeated in 1894 by Edward D. Cooke. At the
Chicago city election of 1899 he was again returned to the Council as Alderman for the Thirtysecond Ward.
GOODIXG, Jame8, pioneer, was born about
1767, and, in 1833, was residing at Bristol, Ontario
County, N. Y., when he removed to Cook County,
111., settling in what was later called "Gooding's
Grove," now a part of Will County. The Grove
was also called the "Yankee Settlement," from
the Eastern origin of the principal settlers. Mr.
Gooding was accompanied, or soon after joined, by
three sons James, Jr., William and Jasper— and
a nephew, Charles Gooding, all of whom became
prominent citizens. The senior Gooding died in
1849, at the age of 82 years.— William (Gooding),
civil engineer, son of the preceding, was born at
Bristol, Ontario County, N. Y., April 1, 1803;
educated in the common schools and by private
tuition, after which he divided his time chiefly
l)etween teaching and working on the farm of
Having devoted
his father, James Gooding.
considerable attention to surveying and civil
engineering, he obtained employment in 1836 on
the Welland Canal, where he remained three years.
He then engaged in mercantile pursuits at Lockport, N. Y., but sold out at the end of the first
year and went to Ohio to engage in his profession.

kaolin are found in the vicinity.

—

a
;

HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.

204

Being unsuccessful in this, he accepted employment for a time as a rodman, but later secured a
position as Assistant Engineer on the Ohio Canal.
After a brief visit to his father's in 1833, he
returned to Ohio and engaged in business there
for a short time, but the following year joined
his father, who had previously settled in a portion
of what is now Will County, but then Cook, making the trip by the first mail steamer around the
lakes.
He at first settled at "Gooding's Grove"
and engaged in farming. In 1836 he was appointed Assistant Engineer on the Illinois &
Michigan Canal, but, in 1843, became Chief Engineer, continuing in that position until the completion of the canal in 1848, when he became
Secretary of the Canal Board. Died, at Lockport,
"Will County, in May, 1878.
GOODRICH, Grant, lawyer and jurist, was
born in Milton, Saratoga, County, N. Y. August
grew up in Western New York, studied
7, 1811
law and came to Chicago in 1834, becoming one
of the most prominent and reputable members of
,

;

his profession, as well as a leader in many of the
educational, moral and reli-

movements for the
gious advancement

of the community.
He was
one of the founders of the First Methodist Episactive
of
of
Chicago,
an
member
copal Church
the Union Defense Committee during the war, an

incorporator and life-long Trustee of the Nortliwestern University, and President of the Board
of Trustees of Garrett Biblical Institute, besides
being identified with many organizations of a

benevolent character. In 1859 Judge
Goodrich was elected a Judge of the newly organized Superior Court, but, at the end of his term,
Died,
resumed the practice of his profession.
strictly

March

15. 1889.

GORE, David, ex-State Auditor, was born in
Trigg County, Ky., April 5. 1837; came with his
parents to Madison County. 111. in 1834, and served
in the Mexican War as a Quartermaster, afterwards
locating in Macoupin County, where he has been
extensively engaged in farming. In 1874 he was
an unsuccessful Greenback-Labor candidate for
State Treasurer, in 1884 was elected to the State
Senate from the Macoupin-Morgan District, and,
in 1892, nominated and elected, as a Democrat,
Auditor of Public Accounts, serving until 1897.
For some sixteen years he was a member of the
State Board of Agriculture, the last two years of
that period being its President. His home is at
,

Carlinville.

GOTJDY, Calvin, early printer and physician,
was born in Ohio, June 2, 1814; removed with
his parents, in childhood, to Indianapolis, and

in 1833 to Vandalia,

III.,

where he worked

State printing office and bindery.
1833 the family

In the

in the
fall

of

removed to Jacksonville, and the

following 3'ear he entered Illinois College, being
for a time a college-mate of Richard Yates, afterwards Governor. Here he continued his vocation
as a printer, working for a time on "Peck's
Gazetteer of Illinois" and "Goudy's Almanac,''
of which his father was publisher.
In association
with a brother while in Jacksonville, he began
the publication of "Tlie Common School Advocate," the pioneer publication of its kind in the
Northwest, which was continued for about a
year. Later he studied medicine with Drs. Henry
and Merriman in Springfield, finally graduating
at the St. Louis Medical College and, in 1844

began practice at Taylorville in 1847 was elected
Probate Judge of Christian County for a term of
four years; in 1851 engaged in mercantile busi;

which he continued nineteen years. In 1856
he was elected to tlie lower house of the General
ness,

Assembly and, in the session of the following
was a leading supporter of the act establishing the State Normal Scliool at Normal, still
later serving for some sixteen 3'ears on tlie State
Board of Education. Died, at Taylorville, in
1877.
Dr. Goudy was an older brother of the late
William C. Goudy of Chicago.
GOUDY, William C, lawyer, was born in
Indiana, May 15, 1824; came to Illinois, with his
father, first to "Vandalia and afterwards to Jacksonville, previous to 1833, where the latter began
the publication of "The Farmer's Almanac"
well-known publication of that time. At Jacksonville young Goudy entered Illinois College,
graduating in 1845, when he began the study of
law with Judge Stephen T. Logan, of Springfield
was admitted to the bar in 1847, and the next year
began practice at Lewistown, Fulton County;
served as State's Attorney (1853-55) and as State
Senator (1856-60); at the close of his term removed to Chicago, where he became prominent
as a corporation and railroad lawyer, in 1886 becoming General Solicitor of the Chicago & Northwestern Railroad. During President Cleveland's
year,

—

first

term, Mr.

Goudy was

believed to exert a

large influence with the administration,

and was

credited with having been largely instrumental
in securing the appointment of his partner, Melville

W.

Court.

Fuller,

Chief Justice of the Supreme

Died, April

GRAFF, Joseph
was born

37, 1893.

V., lawyer

and Congressman,

at Terre Haute, Ind., July

1,

1854; after

graduating from the Terre Haute high-school,
spent one year in Wabash College at Crawfords-
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but did not graduate studied law and was
admitted to tlie bar at Delavan, 111., in 1879; in
1893 was a delegate to the Republican National
Convention at Minneapolis, but, with the exception of President of the Board of Education,
never held any public office until elected to Congress from the Fourteentli Illinois District, as a
Republican, in November, 1894. Mr. Graff was a
successful candidate for re-election in 1896, and
again in '98.
GEAFTOIV, a town in Jersey County, situated
on the Mississippi one and a half miles below the
mouth of the Illinois River. The bluffs are high
and fine river views are obtainable. A fine quality of fossiliferous limestone is quarried here and
exported by the river. The town has a bank,
two churches and a graded school. Population
ville,

;

(1880), 807; (1890). 927.

GRAIN INSPECTION,

a

mode

of regulating

the grain-trade in accordance with State law, and
under the general supervision of the Railroad and
Warehouse Commission.
The principal executive officer of the department is the Chief
Inspector of Grain, the expenses of whose administration are borne by fees. The chief business of
the inspection department is transacted in Chicago,

where the principal offices are

located.

(See

Railroad and Warehouse Commission.)
GRAMMAR, John, pioneer and early legislator,
came to Southern Illinois at a very early date and
served as a member of the Third Territorial
Council for .Johnson County (1816-18); was a
citizen of Union County when it was organized
in 1818, and served as State Senator from that
county in the Third and Fourtli General Assemblies (1832-26), and again in the Seventh and
Eighth General Assemblies (1830-34), for the District composed of Union, Johnson and Alexander
Counties. He is described as having been very
illiterate, but a man of much shrewdness and
considerable influence.

GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC,

a

fra-

charitable and patriotic association,
limited to men who served in the Union army or
navy during the Civil War, and received honorable discharge. Its founder was Dr. B. F.
Stephenson, who served as Surgeon of the Four-

ternal,

teenth Illinois Infantry.
In this task he had
the cooperation of Rev. William J Rutledge,
Chaplain of the same regiment. Col. John M.
Snyder, Dr. James Hamilton, Maj. Robert M.
Woods, Maj. Robert Allen, Col. Martin Flood,
Col. Daniel Grass, Col. Edward Prince, Capt.
John S. Phelps, Capt. John A. Lightfoot, Col.
B. F. Smith, Maj. A. A. North, Capt. Henry E.

ao5

Howe, and Col. B. F. Hawkes, all Illinois veterNumerous conferences were held at Springans.
field, in this State, a ritual was prepared, and the
first post was chartered at Decatur, 111., April 6,
1866.
The charter members were Col. I. C. Pugh,
George R.

Steele, J.

W.

Routh, Joseph

Prior,

Bishop, G. H. Dunning, B. F.
C. Reibsame, I. N. Coltriu,
and Aquila Toland. All but one of these had
served in Illinois regiments. At first, the work

J.

H. Nale,

T.

J.

Sibley, M. F.

Kanan,

of organization proceeded slowly, the ex-soldiers
generally being somewhat doubtful of the result
of the project but, before July 13, 1866, the date
fixed for the assembling of a State Convention to
form the Department of Illinois, thirty-nine posts
had been chartered, and, by 1869, there were 330
;

reported in

Illinois.

By

October, 1866, Depart-

ments had been formed in Illinois, Indiana, Iowa,
Wisconsin and Minnesota, and posts established
in Ohio, Missouri, Kentucky, Arkansas, Massachussetts. New York, Pennsylvania, and the
District of Columbia, and tlie first National

Encanipment was held
20 of that year.

at Indianapolis,

November

In 1894 there were 7,.'J00 posts,
and Territory of the Union,

located in every State

with a membership of
organization provides
National bodies. Tlie

4r)0,000.

for
first

each having a number, to

some

may

battle or locality, or of

The scheme of
and

precinct. State

are

known

wliicli

the

as posts,
name of

some deceased soldier

be prefixed; the second (State organizations)

known as Departments; and the supreme
power of the Order is vested in the National Encampment, which meets annually. As has been
said, the G. A. R. had its inception in Illinois.
The aim and dream of Dr. Stephenson and his
associates was to create a grand organization of
veterans which, through its cohesion, no less than
are

should constitute a potential facand development of patriotism as well as mutual support. Wliile he died
sorrowing that he had not seen the fruition of
its incisiveness,

tor in the inculcation

his hopes, the present has witnessed the fullest

realization of his dream.

(See Stephenson. B. F.

)

The constitution of the order expressly prohibits
any attempt to use the organization for partisan
purposes, or even the discussion, at any meeting,
of partisan questions. Its aims are to foster and
strengthen fraternal feelings among members to
assist comrades needing help or protection and
aid comrades" widows and orphans, and to inculcate unswerving loyalty. Tlie "Woman's Relief
;

is an auxiliary organization, originating
at Portland. Maine, in 1869. The following is a list

Corps"

of Illinois Department

Commanders, chronolog-

)

;
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Stephenson (Provisional,
John M. Palmer (1866-68), Thomas O.
Osborne (1869-70), Charles E. Lippincott (1871),
Hubert Dilger (1873), Guy T. Gould (1873), Hiram
Hilliard (1874 76), Joseph S. Reynolds (1877),
T. B. Coulter (1878), Edgar D. Swain (1879-80),
J. W. Burst (1881), Thomas G. Lawler (1882),
(1883), L. T. Dickason (1884),
S. A. Harper
William W. Berry (1885), Philip Sidney Post
Sweetser
A.
C.
(1887), James A. Sexton
(1886),
(1888), James S. Martin (1889), William L. Distin
Clark
Horace
S.
(1891), Edwin Harlan
(1890),

ically arranged:

B. F.

1866),

Blodgett
(1893), Edward A.
McDowell (1894), W. H. Powell

H.

(1898),
(1895),

H.

William
John

G. Cochran (1896), A. L. Schimpff (1897),

Black (1898), John B. Inman (1899). The following lUinoisans have held the position of Commander-in-Chief S. A. Hurlbut, (two terms)
1866-67; John A. Logan, (three terms) 1868-70;
C.

:

Thomas

G. Lawler, 1894;

James A. Sexton,

GRAND PRAIRIE SEMINARY,

1898.

a co-educa-

tional institution at Onarga, Iroquois County, incorporated in 1863 had a faculty of eleven teach;

pupils— 145 male and 140
an endowment of §10,000 and

ers in 1897-98, with 285
It reports

female.

property valued at §55,000. Besides the usual
classical and scientific departments, instruction
is given in music, oratory, fine arts and preparatory studies.

GRAND TOWER,

a town in Jackson County,
situated on the Mississippi River, 27 miles southwest of Carbondale the western terminus of the
Grand Tower & Carbondale Railroad. It received
its name from a high, rocky island, lying in the
It has four churches,
river opposite the village.
a weekly newspaper, and two blast furnaces for
;

iron.

Population (1880), 966; (1890).

634.

GRAND TOWER & CAPE GIRARDEAU
(See Chicago & Texas Railroad.)
GRAND TOWER & CARBONDALE RAILROAD. (See Chicago & Texas Railroad.

RAILROAD.

GRANGER,

Flavel K., lawyer, farmer and
legislator, was born in Wayne County, N. Y.,
May 16, 1833, educated in public scliools at Sodus
in the same State, and settled at Waukegan, 111.,
Here, having studied law, lie was
admitted to the bar in 1855, removing to McHenry
County the same year, and soon after engaging in
the live-stock and wool business. In 1872 he was
elected as a Republican Representative in the
in

1853.

Twenty-eighth General Assembly, being successively re-elected to the Twenty-ninth, Thirtieth
and Thirty-first, and being chosen Temporary
Speaker of the Twenty-ninth and Thirtieth. He
is now a member of the State Senate for the

Eighth

home

District,

is

at

having been elected in

1896.

His

West McHenry.

GRANT, Alexaoder

Fraeser, early lawyer and
jurist, was born at Inverness, Scotland, in 1804
came to Illinois at an early day and located at
Shawneetown, where he studied law with Henry
Eddy, the pioneer lawyer and editor of that place.
is described as a man of marked ability,
were many of the early settlers of that region.
In February, 1835, he was elected by the General
Assembly Judge for the Third Circuit, as successor to his preceptor, Mr. Eddy, but served only a
few months, dying at Vandalia the same year.
GRANT, Ulysses Simpson, (originally Hiram
Ulysses), Lieutenant General and President,
was born at Point Pleasant, Clermont County,

Mr. Grant
as

graduated from West
April 37, 1833
Military Academy, in 1843, and served
After a short resia resident of Galena
glorious part of the
the service of the
State as a clerk in the ofiice of the QuartermasterGeneral at Springfield, soon after the breaking out
of the war in 1861, and still later serving as a
drill-master at Camp Yates, in June following he
was commissioned by Governor Yates Colonel of

Ohio,

;

Point

through the Mexican War.
dence at St. Louis, he became
His war-record is a
in 1860.
Nation's history. Entering

the Twenty-first Illinois Volunteers, which he
immediately led into the field in the State of
Missouri was soon after promoted to a Brigadier;

Generalship and became a full Major-General of
Volunteers on the fall of Forts Donelson and
Henry, in February following. His successes at
Fort Gibson, Raymond, Champion Hill, and Big
Black River, ending with the capture of Vicksburg, were the leading victories of the Union
armies in 1863. His successful defense of Chattanooga was also one of his victories in the West
in the same year. Commissioned a Major-General
of the Regular Army after the fall of Vicksburg,

he became Lieutenant-General in 1864, and, in
March of that year, assumed command of all the
Northern armies. Taking personal command of
the Army of the Potomac, he directed the campaign against Richmond, which resulted in the
final evacuation and downfall of the Confederate
capital and the surrender of General Lee at
Appomattox on April 8, 1865. In July, 1866, he
was made General the office being created for
him. He also served as Secretary of War, ad
interim, imder President Johnson, from AuIn 1868 he was
gust, 1867, to January, 1868.
elected President of the United States and reelected in 1872. His administration may not
have been free from mistakes, but it was charac-

—
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terized by patriotism and integrity of purpose.
During 1877-79 he made a tour of the world, being

received every wliere witli tlie highest honors. In
1880 his friends made an unsuccessful effort to
secure his renomination as a Presidential candidate on the Republican ticket. Died, at ilount

McGregor, N. Y., July

His chief literary

23, 1885.

work was his "Memoirs" (two volumes, 1885-8ti),
which was very extensively sold.
GRAPE CREEK, a surburban mining village in
VermiUon County, on the Big Vermilion River
and the Chicago & Eastern IlUnois Railroad, six
miles south of Danville. The chief industry is
coal mining, which is extensively carried on.
Population (1890), 778.
GRATIOT, Charles, of Huguenot parentage,
bom at Lausanne, S%vitzerland, in 1752. After
receiving a mercantile training in the counting
house of an uncle in London, he emigrated to
Canada, entering the employ of another uncle at
Montreal. He first came to the "Illinois Country" in 1775, as an Indian trader, remaining one
year.
In 1777 he returned and formed a partner-

McRae and Jolm Kay, two young
Scotchmen from Montreal. He established depots
Upon the arrival of
at Cahokia and Kaskaskia.
Col. George Rogers Clark, in 1778, he rendered
ship with David

that

commander material

financial

assistance,

becoming personally responsible for the supplies
needed by the penniless American army. When
the transfer of

sovereigntj' took

place

at St.

Louis, on March 10, 1804, and Louisiana TeiTitory
became a part of the L'nited States, it was from
the balcony of his house that the first American
flag was unfurled in Upper Louisiana.
In recompense for his liberal expenditure, he was promised
30,000 acres

of land near

the

present

Louisville, but this he never received.
St. Louis,

April

site of

Died, at

21, 1817.

GRAVIER, Father

Jacques, a Jesuit missionwhat date cannot be
After some years spent in

•H)7

that he visited Paris for treatment,

but faili'd
to find a cure.
Accounts of liis ileath vary a.-i
to time and place, but all agree that it resulted
from the woimd above mentioned. Some of his
biographers assert that lie died at sea; others
that he returned from France, yet suffering from
the Indian poison, to Louisiana in February,
1708, and died near Mobile, Ala., the same year.
GRAY, Elisha, electrician and inventor, was
born at Barnesville, Ohio, August 2, 1835; after
serving as an apprentice at various trades, took a
coiu-se at Oberlin College, devoting
especial
attention to the physical sciences, meanwhile
supporting himself by manual labor. In 1865 he
began liis career as an electrician and, in 1867,
received his first patent; devised a method of
transmitting telephone signals, and, in 1875, succeeded in transmitting four messages simultaneously on one wire to New York and Boston, a
year later accomplishing the same with eight
messages to New York and Philadelphia. Professor Gray has invented a telegraph switch, a
repeater, enunciator and type-writing telegraph.
From 1869 to "73 he was employed in the manufacture of telegraph apparatus at Cleveland and
Chicago, but has since been electrician of the
Western Electric Company of Chicago. His latest
invention, tlie "telautograph" for reproducing
by telegraph the handwriting of tlie sender
of a telegram attracted great interest at the
World's Colmubian Exposition of 1893. He is
author of "Telegraphy and Telephony" and
"Experimental Researches in Electro-Harmonic
Telegraphy and Telephony."
GRAY, William C, Ph.D., editor, was bom in
Butler County, Ohio, in 1830; graduated from
the Farmers' (now Belmont) College in 1850,
read law and began secular editorial work in
1852, being connected, in the next fourteen years,
with "The Tiffin Tribune," "Cleveland Herald"

—

—

ary, born in France, but at

and "Newark American."

stated with certainty.

years spent in general publishing business in
Cincinnati, after the great fire of 1871 he came to
Chicago, to take charge of "The Interior," the
organ of the Presbyterian Church, which he has
since conducted. The success of the paper under
his management affords the l)e.st evidence of his
practical good sense. He holds the degree of
Ph.D., received from Wooster University in 1881.
GRAYVILLE, a city situated on the torder of
White and Edwards Counties, lying chiefly in
the former, on the Wabash River, 35 miles northwest of Evansville, Ind., 16 miles northeast of
Carmi, and forty miles southwest of Vincennes.

Canada he was sent by

his ecclesiastical superiors

to the IlUnois Mission (1688), succeeding Allouez
as Superior two j-ears later, and being made

Vicar-General ui 1691. He labored among the
Miamis, Peorias and Kaskaskias his most numerous conversions being among the latter tribe as
also among the Cahokias, Osages, Tamaroas and
Missouris.
It is said to have been largely through
his influence that the Ilhnois were inducted to
settle at Kaskaskia instead of going south.
In
1705 he received a severe wound during an attack
by the Illinois Indians, incited, if not actually
led, by one of their medicine men.
It is said

—

—

It is

Tlien,

after several

located in the heart of a heavily timbered

)

;
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an important hard-wood market.
Valuable coal deposits also exist. The manufacturing establisliments include ilour, saw and
planing mills, and stave factories. The city has
two banks, six churches, and three weekly news-

region and

papers.

is

Population (1880),

(1890), 1,999.

1,5.33;

GKAYTILLE & MATTOON RAILROAD.

(See

Emnsville Railway.)
GREATHOUSE, Lucien, soldier, was born at

Peoria, Decatur
Carlinville,

111.,

d-

in

1843; gradviated at Illinois

Wesleyan University, Bloomington, and studied
law enlisted as a private at the beginning of the
War of the Rebellion and rose to the rank of
;

Colonel of the Forty-eighth Illinois Volunteers;
bore a conspicuous part in the movements of the
Army of the Tennessee; was killed in battle near
Atlanta, Ga., June

21, 186-1.

GREAT WESTERN RAILROAD
'49).

(of 1843

and

(See BUnois Central Railroad.)

GREAT WESTERN RAILROAD
Wabash Railway.
GREEN RIVER,

rises in

after draining part of

(See

(2).

Lee County, and,

Bureau County, flows west-

ward through Henry County, and

Rock

enters

Eiver about 10 miles east by south from Rock
It is nearly 120 miles long.
Island.
GREEN, William H., State Senator and Judge,

was born

at Danville, Ky., Dec.

8,

1830.

In 1847

he accompanied his father's family to Illinois,
and, for three years following, taught school, at
the same time reading law. He was admitted to
the bar in 1852 and began practice at Mount
Vernon, removing to Metropolis the next year,
and to Cairo in 1863. In 1858 he was elected to
the lower house of the General Assembly, was
re-elected in

1860 and,

two years

later,

was

elected to the State Senate for four years. In
December, 1865, he was elected Judge of the

Third Judicial Circuit, to fill the unexpired term
of Judge Mulkey, retiring with the expiration of
He was a delegate to the
his term in 1867.
National Democratic Conventions of 1860, '64,
'68, '80, '84 and '88, besides being for many years
a member of the State Central Committee of that
party,

and

also, for four terms,

a

member

of the

State Board of Education, of which he has been
He is at present
for several years the President.
(1899) engaged in the practice of his profession at

in 1858 he

commenced the study

ville, Ind..

with

four

Sacheveral, attorney, was
born in the North of Ireland, July, 1833, brought
to Canada at five years of age, and from nine compelled to support himself, sometimes as a clerk
and at others setting type in a printing oflSce.
After spending some time in Western New York,

Hugh

now

Crea,

settled

later

at

of

law at Dan-

of Decatur,

Clinton,

111.

DeWitt

County, where he taught and studied law with
Lawrence Weldou, now of the Court of Claims,
"Washington. In 1859 he was admitted to the bar
at Springfield, on the motion of Abraham Lincoln, and was associated in practice, for a time,
with Hon. Clifton H. Moore of Clinton later
served as Prosecuting Attorney and one term
(1867-69) as Representative in the General Assembly.
At the close of his term in the Legislature
he removed to Springfield, forming a law partnership with Milton Hay and David T. Littler, under
the firm name of Hay, Greene & Littler, still later
becoming the head of the firm of Greene &
Humphrey. From the date of his removal to
Springfield, for some thirty years his chief employment was as a corporation lawyer, for the most
part in the service of the Chicago & Alton and
the Wabash Railways. His death occurred at his
home in Springfield, after a protracted illness,
Of recognized ability, thoroughly
Feb. 25, 1899.
devoted to his profession, high minded and honor;

able in all his dealings, he

commanded

respect

wherever he was known.
GREENE, William G., pioneer, was born in
Tennessee in 1812 came to Illinois in 1822 with
his father (Bowling Greene), who settled in the
;

New

now in Menard County.
The younger Greene was an intimate friend and
vicinity of

Salem,

fellow-student, at Illinois College, of Richard
Yates (afterwards Governor), and also an early
friend and admirer of Abraham Lincoln, under
whom he held an appointment in Utah for some
years.
He died at Tallula, Menard County, in
1894.

GREENFIELD, a city in the eastern part of
Greene County, on the Chicago, Burlington &
Quincy and the Litchfield, Carrollton & Western
Railways, twelve miles east of Carrollton and
fifty-five miles north of St. Louis.
It is in an
agricultural and stock-raising region. The city
contains several churches, a seminary, a steam
It is
flouring mill and two weekly newspapers.
an important shipping point for cattle, horses,
Population
swine, corn, grain and produce.
(1880), 985; (1890), 1,131.

GREENE COUNTY, cut

Cairo.

GREENE, Henry

years

off

from Madison and

separately organized in 1821 has an area of 544
square miles; population (1890), 33,787; named
;

for Gen. Nathaniel Greene,

a Revolutionary solThe soil and climate are varied and adapted
a diversity of products, wheat and fruit being
among the principal. Building stone and clay
dier.

to
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are abundant. Probably the first English-speaking settlers were David Stockton and Janie.s
"Whiteside,

who

located south of 5Iacoupin Creek

June, 1S17.
Samuel Thomas and others
(among them Gen. Jacob Fry) followed soon
afterward.
The Indians were niunerous and
aggressive, and had destroyed not a few of tlie
monuments of the Government surveys, erected
some years before. Immigration of the whites,
liowever, was rapid, and it was not long before
the nucleus of a village was established at CarroUton, where General Fry erected the first house
and made the first coffin needed in the settlement. This town, the county -seat and most
important place in the county, was laid off by
Thomas Carlin in 1821. Other flourishing towns
are Whitehall (population. 1.061). and Roodhouse
in

(an important railroad center) with a population
of 0.360.

(iREENUP, a village of Cumberland County, at
the intersection of the Indianapolis & Terre
Haute (Vandalia Line) and the Peoria, Decatur
& Evansville Railroads, 22 miles northeast of
Effingham. It is a lumbering and fruit-growing
Population (1880), 60.5; (1.S90). 8.58.
region.
GREENVIEAV. a town in Menard County, on
the Jacksonville branch of the Chicago & Alton
Railroad, 22 miles north-northwest of Springfield
and 36 miles northeast of Jacksonvilla It has a
bank, two weekly newspapers, se^en churches
and a graded and high school. Population (1880),
4.50,

(1890), 1,106.

GREENVILLE, an incorporated city, the
county-seat of Bond County, on the East Fork of
Big Shoal Creek, at the junction of the Jacksonville. Louisville & St. Louis and the St. Louis.
Vandalia & Terre Haute Railroads. .50 miles eastnortheast of St. Louis. Corn and wheat are extensively raised in the surrounding country, and
extensive coal mines are in and adjacent to the
The manufactures include flour and sawcity.
mills, and plow and wagon factories.
It is the
seat of Greenville College for ladies, and has
several banks and three weekly newspapers.
Population (1880), 1,886; (1890), 1.H68.
GREENTILLE, TREATY OF, a treaty negotiated by Gen. Anthony Wayne with a number of
Indian tribes (see Indian Treaties), at Greenville, after his victory over the savages at the
This
battle of JIaumee Rapids, in August, 1795.
was the first treaty relating to Illinois lands in
which a number of tribes united The lands conveyed within the present limits of the State
of Illinois were as follows: A tract six miles
square at the mouth of the Chicago River;

20;i

another, twelve miles sciuare, ivenr the mouth of
the Illinois River; another, six miles siiuare,
around the old fort at Peoria the post of Fort
Massac; the 150,000 acres set apart as bounty
;

lands for the

army

of Gen.

George Rogers Clark,

and "the lands at all other places in the pos.session of the French people and other white set
tiers among them, the Indian title to which has
been thus extinguished. " On the other hand, the
United States relinquished all claim to all other
Indian lands north of the Ohio, east of the Mis
sissippi and south of the great lakes.
The casli
consideration paid by the Government was
!5210,000.

GREGG, David L., lawyer and Secretary of
emigrated from Albany, N. Y., and began
the practice of law at Joliet, 111., where, in 1839,
he also edited "The Juliet Courier," the fir.st
paper established in Will County. From 1842 to
1846, he represented Will, Du Page and Iroquois
Counties in the Thirteenth and Fourteenth General Assemblies later removed to Chicago, after
which he served for a time as United States District Attorney; in 1847 was chosen one of the
Delegates from Cook County to the State ConstiState,

;

tutional Convention of that year, and served as
Secretary of State from 1850 to 1858. as successor
Horace S. Cooley. who died in office the former
year.
In the Democratic .State Convention of

to

1852, Jlr.

Gregg was a leading candidate

for the

nomination for Governor, though finally defeated
by Joel A. Matteson served as Presidential
;

Elector for that year. and. in 18.53, was appointed
by President Pierce Commissioner to the Sandwich
Islands, still later for a
ter or adviser of

time acting as the minis-

King Kamehamaha

IV,

who died

Returning to California he was appointed by President Lincoln Receiver of Public
Moneys at Carson City, Nev., where he died, Dec.
in

1863.

23, 1868.

GREGORY, John
cator,

was born

N. Y., July

6.

at

Milton, clergyman and edu
Sand Lake. Rensselaer Co.,

1822; graduated

from Union Col-

lege in 1846 and, after devoting two years to the
study of law, studied theology and entered the
Baptist ministry. After a brief pastorate in the
East he came West, becoming Principal of a
classical .school at Detroit.
His ability as an
educator was soon recognized, and, in 1858, he
was elected State .Superintendent of Public
Instruction in Michigan, but declined a re-election in 1863.
In 1854. he a.ssisted in founding
"The Michigan Journal of Education," of whicli
he was editor-in-chief. In 1863 he accepted the
Presidency of Kalamazoo College, and four years
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^10

newly founded
Champaign, where he
He was United States
remained until 18S0.
Commissioner to the Vienna Exposition in 1873,
Illinois State Commissioner to the Paris "Exposition of 1878, also serving as one of the judges in
the educational department of the Philadelphia
Centennial of 1876. From 1882 to "85 he was a
member of the United States Civil Service Commission. The degree of LL.D. was conferred
upon him by Madison University (Hamilton,
N. Y.) in 1866. AVhile State Superintendent he
published a "Compend of School Laws"' of Michigan, besides numerous addresses on educational
Other works of his are "Handbook of
subjects.
History" and "Map of Time" (Chicago, 1866) "A
Economy'" (Cincinnati, 1882); and
Political
New
"Seven Laws of Teaching" (Chicago, 1883).
While holding a chair as Professor Emeritus of

later

was

called to that of the

University of

Illinois, at

;

Political

Economy

in the University of Illinois

during the latter years of his Ufe, he resided in
Washington, D. C, where he died, Oct. 20, 1898.
By his special request he was buried on the
grounds of the University at Champaign.
GEESHAM, Walter Quinton, soldier, jurist
and statesman, was born near Lanesville, Harrison County, Ind., March 17, 1832. Two years at
a seminary at Corydon, followed by one year at
Bloomington University, completed his early
education, which was commenced at the common
He read law at Corydon, and was
schools.
admitted to the bar in 1853. In 1860 he was
elected to the Indiana Legislature, but resigned
become Lieutenant-Colonel of the Thirty-

to

Indiana Volimteers, and was almost
Immediately commissioned Colonel of the FiftyAfter the fall of Vicksburg lie
third Regiment.
was promoted to a Brigadier-Generalship, and was
brevetted Major-General on March 13, 1865. At
Atlanta he was severely wounded, and disabled
from service for a year. After the war he resumed practice at New Albany, Ind. His political career began in 1856, when he .stumped his
county for Fremont. From that time until 1892
he was always prominently identified with the
Republican party. In 1866 he was an unsuccessful Republican candidate for Congress, and, in
1867-68, was the financial agent of his State
(Indiana) in New York. In 1869 President Grant
appointed him Judge of the United States District Court for Indiana.
In 1883 he resigned this
position to accept the portfolio of Postmaster-General in the Cabinet of President Arthur.
In July,
1884, upon the death of Secretary Folger, he was
made Secretary of the Treasury. In Oct. 1884,
eighth

he was appointed United States Judge of the
Seventh Judicial Circuit, and thereafter made
lie was an earnest advohis home in Chicago.
cate of the renomination of Grant in that year,
active personal part in
took
no
but subsequently
In 1888 lie was the substantially unaniof Illinois Republicans for the Presidency, but was defeated in convention. In 1892
he was tendered the Populist nomination for
President, but declined. In 1893 President Cleveland offered him the portfolio of Secretary of
State, which he accepted, dying in office at
politics.

mous choice

Washington, D. C, May

28, 1895.

GREUSEL, Nicholas, soldier, was born in Germany, July 4, 1817, the son of a .soldier of Mirrat;
came to New York in 1833 and to Detroit, Mich.,
in 1835 served as a Captain of the First Michigan
Volunteers in the Mexican War; in 1857, came to
Chicago and was employed on the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad, until the firing on
;

Fort Sumter,

when he promptly

enrolled himself

as a private in a company organized at Aurora,
of which he was elected Captain and attached to

the Seventh Illinois (three-months' men), later
being advanced to the rank of Major. Re-enlisting
for three years, he vvas commissioned LieutenantColonel, but, in

August following, was commis-

sioned Colonel of the Thirty-sixth Illinois; took
part in tlie battles of Pea Ridge and Perryville
and the campaign against Corinth compelled to
resign on account of failing health, in February,
he removed to Mount Pleasant, Iowa,
1863,
;

whence he returned
Aurora, April

to

Aurora in

1893.

Died at

25, 1896.

GRIDLEY,

Asahel, lawyer and banker, was
born at Cazenovia, N. Y., April 21, 1810; was
educated at Pompey Academj' and, at the age of
31, came to Illinois, locating at Bloomington and
engaging in the mercantile business, which he
carried on quite extensively some eight years.
He served as First Lieutenant of a cavalry company during the Black Hawk War of 1832, and
soon after was elected a Brigadier-General of

militia, thereby acquiring the title of "General."
In 1840 he was elected to the lower branch of the
Twelfth General Assembly, and soon after began
to turn his attention to the study of law, subsequently forming a partnership with Col. J. H.
Wickizer* which continued for a number of years.
Having been elected to the State Senate in 1850,
he took a conspicuous part in the two succeeding
sessions of the General Assembly in securing tlie
location of the Chicago & Alton and the Illinois
Central Railroads by way of Bloomington; was
also, at a later period, a leading promoter of the
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Indiana, Blooniington & Western and other lines.
In 1858 lie joined J. Y. Scaamion and J. H. Burcli

McLean

of Chicago, in the establishment of the

County Bank at Blooniington, of which he became
President and ultimately sole proprietor also be;

came

proprietor, in 1857, of the Blooniington GasLight & Coke Company, which he managed some
twenty-five years. Originally a Whig, he identified himself with the Republican cause in 1856,
serving upon the State Central Committee during
the campaign of that year, but, in 18T2, took
part in the Liberal Republican movement, serving as a delegate to the Cincinnati Convention,
where he was a zealous supporter of David Davis

Died, at Blooniington, Jan.

for the Presidency.
20.

1881.

GRIER,

(Col.)

David Perkins,

soldier

and mer-

chant, was born near Wilkesbarre, Pa., in 1837;
received a common school education and, in
1852,

came

to Peoria,

111.,

where he engaged

in

the grain business, subsequently, in partnership
with his brother, erecting the first grain-elevator
in Peoria, with three or four at other points.

Early in the war he recruited a company of which
but, as the State quota
was already full, it was not accepted in Illinois,
but was mustered in, in June, as a part of the

he was elected Captain,

Eighth Missouri Volunteers. With this organization he took part in the capture of Forts Henry
and Donelson, the battle of Sliiloh and the siege

and capture of Corinth. In August, 1862, he was
ordered to report to Governor Yates at Springfield, and, on his arrival, was presented with a
commission as Colonel of the Seventy-seventh
Illinois Volunteer Infantry, of which he retained
command up to the siege of Vicksburg. During
that siege he commanded a brigade and, in subsequent operations in Louisiana, vi-as in command
of the Second Brigade, Fourth Division of the
Thirteenth Armj' Corps. Later he had command
of all the troops on Dauphin Island, and took a
conspicuous part in the capture of Fort Morgan
and Mobile, as well as other operations in Alabama. He subsequently had command of a
division until his muster-out, July 10, 1865, with
the rank of brevet Brigadier-General. After the
war, General Grier resumed his business as a
grain merchant at Peoria, but, in 1879, removed to
East St. Louis, where he had charge of the erection
and management of the Union Elevator there
was also Vice-President and Director of the St.
Louis Merchants' Exchange. Died, April 22,
1891.

GRIERSON, Benjamin
Pittsburg, Pa., July

8,

H., soldier,

1826;

removed

was born
in

in

boyhood

Trumbull County, Ohio, and, about 18.50, to
111., where he was engaged for a
time in teaching music, later embarking in the
grain and produce business at Jleredosia. He
enlisted promptly at the beginning of the Civil
War, becoming Aid-de-camp to General Prentiss

to

Jacksonville,

at Cairo iluring the three-months' service, later

being commissioned Major of the Sixth Illinois
Cavalry.
From this time his promotion was
rapid. He was commissioned Colonel of the same
regiment in March, 1862, and was commander of a
brigade in December following. He was prominent in nearly all the cavalry skirmishes between
Memphis and the Tennessee river, and, in April
and May, 1863, led the famous raid from La
Grange, Tenn., through the States of Mississippi
and Louisiana to Baton Rouge in the latter— for
the first time penetrating the heart of the Confederacy and causing consternation among the
rebel leaders, while materially aiding General
(irant's movement against Vicksburg. This demonstration was generally regarded as one of the
most brilliant events of the war, and attracted
In recog
the attention of the whole country.
nition of this service he was, on June 3, 1863.
made a Brigadier-General, and May 27, 1865, a
Soon after the
full Major-General of Volunteers.
close of the war he entered the regular army as
Colonel of the Tenth United States Cavalry and
was successively brevetted Brigadier- and Major
General for bravery shown in a raid in Arkansas
during December, 1864. His subsequent service
was in the West and .Southwest conducting cam
paigns against the Indians, in the meanwhile
being in command at Santa Fe, San Antonio and
elsewhere. On the promotion of General Miles
to a Major-Generalship following the death of
Maj.-Gen. George Crook in Cliicago, March 19,
1890, General Grierson, who had been the senior
Colonel for some years, was promoted BrigadierGeneral and retired with that rank in July following. His home is at Jacksonville.

GRIGGS, Samuel Chapman,

publisher,

was

born in Tolland, Conn., July 20, 1819; began
busine.ss as a bookseller at Hamilton, X. Y., but
removed to Chicago, where he established the
Mr.
largest bookselling trade in the Xorthwest.
Griggs was a heavy lo^er by the fire of 1871, and
the following year, having sold out to his partners, established himself in the publishing business, which he conducted until 1890, when he
The class of books published by him
retired.
include many educational and classical, witli
others of a high order of merit. Died in Chicago, April

5,

1897.

,
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GRIGGSVILLE, a city in Pike County, on the
Wabash Railroad, four miles west of the Illinois
and

miles east of Quincy. Flour,
agricultural implements, carriages and wagons
The city has fine
are manufactured here.
churches, good graded schools, a public library
and a weekly newspaper. Population (1880),
River,

fifty

1,515; (1890), 1,400.

GRIMSHAW,

educated at Bristol College, Pa., and began
the study of law with his father, who was a lawyer
and an author of repute. His professional studies
were interrupted for a few years, during which he
was employed at surveying and civil engineering,
but he was admitted to the bar at Harrisburg, in
1843.
The same year he settled at Pittsfield, 111.
where he formed a partnership with his brother,
William A. Grimshaw. In 1857 he removed to
Quincy, where he resided for the remainder of his
life.
He was a member of the first Republican
Convention, at Bloomington, in 1856, and was
twice an unsuccessful candidate for Congress
(1856 and '58) in a strongly Democratic District.
He was a warm personal friend and trusted counsellor of Governor Yates, on whose stafiE he served
During 1861 the latter sent Mr.
as Colonel.
Grimshaw to Washington with dispatches announcing the capture of Jefferson Barracks, Mo.
On arriving at Annapolis, learning that the railroads had been torn up by rebel sympathizers, he
walked from that city to the capital, and was
summoned into the presence of the President and
General Scott with his feet protruding from his
In 1865 Mr. Lincoln appointed him Colboots.
lector of Internal Revenue for the Quincy DisDied, at
trict, which office he held until 1869.
Quincy, Dec. 13, 1875.
GRIMSHAW, William A., early lawyer, was
born in Philadelphia and admitted to the bar
tially

in his native city at the age of 19

;

in 1833

came

where he continued

to pracserved in the State Constitutional Convention of 1847, and had the credit
of preparing the article in the second Constitution
prohibiting dueling. In 1864 he was a delegate
to the Republican National Convention wliich
nominated Mr. Lincoln for President a second
time also served as Presidential Elector in 1880.
He was, for a time, one of the Trustees of the
111.,

tice until his death.

He

;

Institution for the Deaf

and

Dumb

at Jackson

from 1877 to 1883, a member of the State
Board of Public Charities, being for a time President of the Board. Died, at Pittsfield, Jan.7, 1895.

vlUe, and,

He graduated from Middlebury College
two years later, was admitted to the
bar at Ogdensburg, N. Y. In 1870 he removed to
Chicago, where he soon attained a prominent
position at the bar was elected City Attorney in
1879, and re-elected in 1881 and 1883.
In 1884 he
was elected State's Attorney for Cook County, in
which capacity he successfully conducted some
of the most celebrated criminal prosecutions in
the history of Illinois. Among these may be
mentioned the cases against Joseph T. Mackin
and William J. Gallagher, growing out of an
election conspiracy in Chicago in 1884; the
conviction of a number of Cook County Commissioners for accepting bribes in 1885, and the conviction of seven anarchistic leaders charged with
complicity in the Haymarket riot and massacre
in Chicago, in May, 1886 the latter trial being
held in 1887. The same year (1887) he was
elected to the Circuit bench of Cook County, but
resigned his seat in 1890 to become coimsel for
the Chicago City Railway. Died, in Chicago,
descent.

in 1866, and,

;

Jackson, lawyer and politician,

was born in Philadelphia, Nov. 28, 1820, of AngloHe was parIrish and Revolutionary ancestry.

to Pike County,

GRINNELL, Julius S., lawyer and ex-Judge,
was born in St. Lawrence County, N. Y.. in 1842,
New England parents, who were of French

of

—

June

8,

1898.

GROSS, Jacob,

ex-State Treasurer and banker,
Germany, Feb. 11, 1840; having lost
by death at 18, came to the United
States two years later, spent a year in Chicago
schools, learned tlie trade of a tinsmith and
clerked in a store until August, 1862, when he

was born

in

his father

enlisted in the Eighty-Second Illinois Volunteers

(the second
ticipated in

"Hecker Regiment"); afterwards parsome of the most important battles

of the war, including Chancellorsville, Gettjs-

and others. At
Dallas, Ga. he had his right leg badly sliattered
by a bullet-wound above the knee, four successive
amputations being found necessary in order to
save his life. Having been discharged from the
service in February, 1865, he took a course in a
commercial college, became dej)uty clerk of the
Police Court, served three terms as Collector of
the West Town of Chicago, and an equal number
of terms (12 years) as Clerk of the Circuit Court
of Cook County, and, in 1884, was elected State
Treasurer. Since retiring from the latter ofl[ice,
Jlr. Gross has been engaged in tlie banking busiburg. Lookout Mountain, Resaca
,

ness,

being President, for several years, of the

Commercial Bank of Chicago.
GROSS, William L., lawyer, was born in Her
kimer County, N. Y., Feb. 21, 1839, came with
his father to Illinois in 1844, was admitted to the
bar at Springfield in 1862, but almost im'mediately
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entered the service of the Government, and, a
year later, was appointed by President Lincoln
Captain and Assistant Quartermaster, and, under
conimaud of General Stager, assigned to the
Department of the Ohio as Military Superintendent of Telegraphs. At the close of the war he
was transferred to the Department of the Gulf,
taking control of military telegraphs in that
Department with headquarters at New Orleans,
remaining until August, 1866, meanwhile being
brevetted Major and Lieutenant-Colonel. For
the next two jears he occupied various positions
in the civil telegraph service, but, in 1868, resumed
the practice of law at Springfield, in conjunction

GRUNDY COUNTY,
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situated in the northeast-

ern quarter of the State, having an area of 440
square miles and a population (1890) of 21,024.
The surface is mainly rolling prairie, beneath
which is a continuous coal seam, three feet thick.
Building .stone is abundant (particularly near
Morris), and there are considerable beds of potThe county is crossed by the Illinois
ter's clay.
River and the Illinois & Michigan Canal, also by the
Rock Island and the Chicago & Alton Railways.
The chief occupation of the people is agriculture,
although there are several manufacturing estab-

first

lishments. The first white settler of whom any
record has been preserved, was William Marquis,
who arrived at the mouth of the Mazon in a

volume of "Gross" Statutes of Illinois," followed
subsequent years by two additional volumes,
besides an Index to all the Laws of the State. In
1878 he was elected as a Republican to tlie General
Assembly from Sangamon Comitj', and, in 1884,
was appointed by Governor Hamilton Circuit
Judge to succeed Judge C. S. Zane, who had been

"prairie schooner" in 1828.
Other pioneers
were Colonel Sayers, W. A. Holloway, Alexander K. Owen, John Taylor, James McCartney
and Joab Chappell. The first public land sale
was made in 1835, and, in 1841, the county was
organized out of a part of La Salle, and named
after Felix Grundy, the eminent Tennesseean.

appointed Chief Justice of Utah. Upon the organization of the Illinois State Bar Association, Judge
Gross became its first Secretary, serving until
1883, when he was elected President, again serving as Secretary and Treasurer in 1893-94.
GEOSSCUP," Peter Stenger, jurist, born in
Ashland, Ohio, Feb. 15, 18.52 was educated in the
local schools and Wittenberg College, graduating
from the latter in 18T2; read law in Boston, Mass.,
and settled down to practice in his native town,
in 1ST4.
He was a candidate for Congress in a
Democratic District before he was 25 years old,
Two
but, being a Republican, was defeated.
j-ears later, being tlirown by a reapportionment
into the same di.strict with William McKinley,
he put that gentleman in nomination for the seat

The
was

with his brother (Eugene L.) issuing the
in

;

which lie was elected. He removed to Chicago in 1883, ami, for several years,
was the partner of the late Leonard Swett; in
in Congress to

December, 1802. was appointed by President
Harrison Judge of the United States District
Court for tlie Northern District of Illinois as suc-

Judge Henry W. Blodgett. On the
death of Judge Showalter, in December, 1898,
Judge Grosscup was appointed his successor as
Judge of the United States Circuit Court for the
Seventh Judicial District. Although one of the
youngest incumbents upon the bench of the
United States Court, Judge Grosscup lias given
ample evidence of his ability as a jurist, besides
proving himself in harmonj- with the progressive
spirit of tlie time on questions of national and
cessor to

international interest.

first poUbook showed 148 voters.
Morris
chosen the county-seat and has so remained. Its present population is 3,653. Another
prosperous town is Gardner, with 1,100 inhab-

itants.

GULLIVER, John

Putnam,

D.D.,

LL.D.,

clergyman and educator, was born in Bostfin,
Mass., May 12, 1819; graduated at Yale College,
in 1840. and at Andover Theological Seminary in
1845, meanwhile serving two years as Principal
of Randolph Academy. From 1845 to 1805 he
was pastor of a churcli at Norwich, Conn., in
1865-68, of the New England Church, of Chicago,

Knox College at Galesburg, 111. The latter year he became pastor of
the First Presbyterian Church in Binghamton,
N. Y., remaining until 1878, when he was elected
Professor of the "Relations of Christianity and
Secular .Science" .at Andover. holding this posiand, 1868-72, President of

tion actively until 1891,

and then, as Professor

Emeritus, until his death, Jan.

25, 1894.

He was

a member of the Corporation of Yale College
and had been honored with the degrees of D.D.
and LL.D.
GURLEY, William F. E., State Geologist, was
born at Oswego, N. Y., June 5, 1854; brought by
his parents to Danville, 111. in 18G4, and educated
,

and Cornell
served as city engineer of
Danville in 1885-87, and again in 1891-93.
In
July of the latter year he was appointed by Governor Altgeld State Geologist as successor to Prof.
Joshua Lindahl.
in the public schools of that city

University. N. Y.

;
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pioneer and soldier of the
Mexican War, was born at Owensburg, Ky.,
November, 1797; in earlj- life removed to Missouri, where he was employed in the stock and
produce trade with New Orleans. Having married
in 1817, he settled at Jonesboro, Union County,
111., where he kept a tavern for a number of
years, and was also engaged some tliirty years in

HACKER, John

S.,

mercantile business. It is said that he was
unable to read until taught after marriage by his
wife, who appears to have been a woman of
In 1824 he was
intelligence and many graces.
elected Representative in the Fourth General

Assembly and, in 1834, to the State Senate, serving by re-election in 18:!8 until 1842, and being a
supporter of the internal improvement scheme.
In 1837 he voted for the removal of the State
capital from Vandalia to Springfield, and, though
differing from Abraham Lincoln politically, was
one of his
the

War

warm
of

personal friends. He served in
private in the Missouri
Mexican War, as Captain of a

University of Michigan, and established himself
in
the practice of his profession at
Edwardsville. He was elected to the State Senate from Madison County in 1886, serving four
years, and was nominated for a second term, but
declined; was a delegate-at-large to the Republican National Convention of 1888, and, in 1895,
was nominated and elected, in the Eighteenth
District, as a Republican, to the Fifty-fourth Congress to fill the vacancy caused by the death of
Hon. Frederick Remann, who had been elected
Mr.
in 1894, but died before taking his seat.
Iladley was a candidate for re-election in 1896,
but was prevented by protracted illness fi'om
making a canvass, and suffered a defeat. He
M. West,
is a son-in-law of the late Edward

long a prominent

business

man

banking business.

HAHNEMANN HOSPITAL, a homeopathic hos-

1812 as a

located in Chicago.

It

was

militia, and, in the

])ital

Second Regiment, Illinois Volunteers—Col. W. H. Bissell's. By service on the
staff of Governor Duncan, he had already obtained
the title of Colonel. He received the nomination
for Lieutenant-Governor from the first formal
State Convention of tlie Democratic party in
December, 1837, but the head of the ticket (Col.
J. W. Stephenson) having withdrawn on account
of charges connected with his administration of

twenty

beds, in

wooden

buildings, the use of

the Land Office at Dixon, Colonel Hacker also
declined, and a new ticket was put in the field

besides

company

in the

headed by

Col.

Thomas

L.

Carlin,

which was

In 1849 Colonel Hacker made
the overland journey to California, but returning
with impaired health in 1852, located in Cairo,
where he held the position of Surveyor of the
elected in 1838.

Port for three years, when he was removed by
President Buchanan on account of his friendship
He also served, from 1854
for Senator Douglas.
to "56, as Secretary of the Senate Committee on
Territories under the Chairmanship of Senator
Douglas, and, in 1856, as Assistant Doorkeeper of
the House of Representatives in Washington. In
1857 he returned to Jonesboro and spent the

remainder of his life in practical retirement,
dying at the home of his daughter, in Anna, May
18,

1878.

HADLET, William F. L., lawyer and Congressman, was born near ColUnsville, 111., June
15, 1847; grew up on a farm, receiving his education in the common schools and at McKendree
In 1871 he
College, where he graduated in 1867.
graduated from the Law Department of the

Edwards-

of

and since his retirement from Congress, has
devoted his attention to his profession and the
ville,

rent free by Mr.

known

as the

November,

first

opened with

1870, in

a block of

which was given
Young Scammon, and was

J.

Scammon Hospital. After the fire
Scammon deeded the prop-

of October, 1871, Mr.

erty to the Trustees of the Hahnemann Medical
College, and the hospital was placed on the list
of public charities.

It also

received a donation

from the Relief and Aid Society,
numerous private benefactions.
In

$10,000

of

April, 1873. at the suggestion of Mr.

name of
Halmemann

Scammon,

the institution was changed to the
by which designation it
has since been known. In 1893 the cornerstone

the

Hospital,

new hospital was laid and the building completed in 1894.
It is seven stories in height, with
a capacity for 225 beds, and is equipped with all
the improved appliances and facilities for the
It has also about
care and protection of the sick.
of a

sixtv private

rooms

for

paying patients.

HAHNEMANN MEDICAL COLLEGE,

located

in Chicago, chartered in 1834-35, but not organ-

ized until 1860,

when temporary

quarters were

secured over a drug-store, and the first college
term opened, with a teaching faculty numbering
nine professors, besides clinical lecturers, demonstrators, etc.
In 1866-67 the institution moved
into larger quarters and, in 1870, the corner-stone
of a new college building was laid.
The six succeeding years were marked by internal dis,sension, ten
of the professors withdrawing to
establish a rival school.
The faculty was curtailed in numbers and re-organized.
In August,
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comer-stone of a second building was
laid with appropriate Masonic ceremonies, the
new structure occupying tlie site of the old, but
being larger, better arranged and better equipped.
Women were admitted as students in 1870-71 and
co-education of the sexes luis ever since continued
an established feature of the institution. For
more than thirty-five years a free dispensary has
been in operation in connection with the college.
HAIXES, John Charles, Mayor of Chicago and
legislator, was born in Oneida County, N. Y.,
May 2G, 1818; came to Chicago in 1835, and, for
the next eleven years, was employed in various
pursuits: served three terms (1848-.54) in the City
Council was twice elected Water Commissioner
(1853 and '56). and, in 18.18, was chosen Mayor,
serving two terms. He also served as Delegate
from Cook County in the Constitutional Conven1893, tlie

:

tion of 1869-70, and, in 1874,

was elected

to the

State Senate from the First District, serving in
tlie Twenty-ninth and Thirtieth General Assemblies.
At the session of 1877 he received
nine votes for the seat in the United
Senate to which Judge David Davis was
wards elected. Mr. Haines was a member

sixty-

States
after-

of the

Chicago Historical Society, was interested in the
old Chicago West Division Railway and President
of the Savings Institute.
During his later years
he was a resident of Waukegan, dying tliere,
July 4, 1896.
Elijah Middlebrook (Haines),

—

brother

of

the

preceding,

lawyer,

politician

was born in Oneida County, N. Y.,
came to Illinois in boyhood, locating first at Chicago, but, a year later, went to
Lake County, where he resided until his death.
His education, rudimentary, cla.ssical and professional, was self-accpiired.
He began to occupy
and cultivate a farm for himself before attaining
studied law, and, in 1851, was
his majority
and

legislator,

April

21.

1822;

;

admitted to the bar, beginning practice at Waukegan; in 1860 opened an office in Chicago, still,
however, making his home at Waukegan. In
1855 he published a compilation of the Illinois
township laws, followed by a "Treatise on the
Powers and Duties of Justices of the Peac«. " He
made similar compilations of the township laws
of Michigan, Minnesota, Wisconsin and Missouri.
By nature Mr. Haines was an agitator, and his
career as a politician both checkered and unique.
Originally a Democrat, he abandoned that organization upon the formation of the Republican
party, and was elected by the latter to the Legislature from Lake County in 1858, '60 and '62.
In
1867 he came into prominence as an anti-monopolist, and oil this issue was elected to the Consti-
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tutional Convention of 1869-70.

In 1870 he

was

again chosen to the Legislature as an "independ-

"and, as such, re-elected in '74, '82, '84, '86 and
'88, receiving the support, however, of the Democrats in a District normally Republican.
He
served as Speaker during the sessions of 1875 and
'85, the party strength in each of these Assemblies
being so equally divided that he either held, or
was able to control, the balance of power. He
was an adroit parliamentarian, but his decisions
were the cause of much severe criticism, being
regarded by both Democrats and Republicans as
ent,

often arbitrary and

The two

unjust.

sessions

over which he presided were among the stormiest
in the State's history.
Died, at Waukegan, April
25, 1889.

HALE,

Albert, pioneer clergyman, was born

at Glastonburj-, Conn., Nov. 29, 1799; after

some

years spent as a clerk in a country store at
Wethersfield. completed a course in the theological department of Yale College, later serving as a

home

missionarj', in Georgia came to Illinois in
1831, doing home missionary work in Bond
County, and, in 1833, was sent to Cliicago, where
his open candor, benignity and blameless conduct
enabled him to exert a powerful influence over
the drunken aborigines who constituted a large
and menacing class of the population of what
was then a frontier town. In 1839 he assumed
the pastorate of the Second Presbyterian Cliurch
in Springfield, continuing that connection until
1865.
From that time until his death, his life
was largely devoted to missionary work among
the extremely poor and the pariahs of society.
Among these he wielded a large influence and
always commanded genuine respect from all
denominations. His forte was love rather than
argument, and in this lay the secret of his success.

;

Died, in Springfield, Jan. 30, 1891.

HALE,

(Dr.) Edyyiu M., physician, was bom
Newport. N. H., in 1829, commenced the study
of medicine in 1848 and, in 18,50, entered the
Cleveland Homeopathic College, at the end of the
in

session locating at Jonesville, Mich.

From

1855

he labored in the interest of a representation of
homeopathy in the University of Michigan.
Whgn this was finally accomplished, he was
offered the chair of Materia Medica and Therapeutics, but was compelled to decline in consequenceof having been elected to the same position
in the Hahnemann Medical College of Chicago.
In 1876 he made a visit to Europe, and, on his
return, severed his connection with the Hahnemann and accepted a similar position in the Chicago Homeopathic College, where he remained
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when he

rank of ProDr. Hale was the author of
several volumes held in high esteem by members
of the profession, and maintained a high reputation for professional skill and benevolence of

Ave

years,

retired with the

fessor Emeritus.

He was

character.

a

member

of the Chicago

Academy of Sciences and an honorary member
various home and foreign associations. Died,
Chicago, Jan.

"HALL,

of
in

18, 1899.

(Col.)

Cyrus,

soldier,

was born

in Fay-

—

the son of a
111., August 29, 1833
pioneer who came to Illinois about the time of
He served as Second
its admission as a State.
Lieutenant in the Third Illinois Volunteers (Col.
Foreman's regiment), during the Mexican War,
and, in 1860, removed to Shelbyville to engage in

ette County,

The Civil War coming on, lie
company for the war in Shelby
County, which was attached to the Fourteenth
Illinois (Col. John M. Palmer's regiment); was
promptly promoted from Captain to Major and

hotel-keeping.
raised the

first

finally to Lieutenant-Colonel,

on the promotion

of Palmer to Brigadier-General, succeeding to
Tlie Fourteenth
command of the regiment.
Regiment having been finally consolidated with
the Fifteenth, Lieutenant-Colonel Hall was
transferred, with the rank of Colonel, to the

command

of the One Hundred and Forty-fourth
which he resigned in March, 1864, was
brevetted Brigadier-General for gallant and
meritorious service in the field, in March, 186.5,
and mustered out Sept. 16, 1865. Returning to
Shelbyville, he engaged in the furniture trade,
later was appointed Postmaster, serving some ten
Illinois,

years and until his death, Sept.

HALL, James, legislator,
and author, was born

6,

jurist,

1878.

"Notes on the Western States,"
"Sketches of the West," "Romance of Western
History," and "History of the Indian Tribes."
the Border,"

HAMEB, Thomas,

soldier

and

legislator,

was

born in Union County, Pa., June 1, 1818; came
and began business as a merchant at Vermont, Fulton County
in 1862
assisted in recruiting the Eighty-fourth Illinois
Volunteers and was elected Lieutenant-Colonel;
was wounded in the battle of Stone River, returned to duty after partial recovery, but was
finally compelled to retire on account of disability.
Returning home he resumed business, but
retired in 1878 was elected Representative in the
General Assembly in 1886 and to the Senate in
to Illinois in 1846

;

;

1888,

and

re-elected to the latter in 1892,

making

ten years of continuous service.

HAMILTON,

a city in Hancock County, on the
Mississippi River, opposite Keokuk. lovi'a.
It is
on the Toledo, Peoria & Warsaw Railroad, and
the Keokuk branch of the Wabash Railway. Its
position at the foot of the lower rapids insures
abundant water power, which is extensively
utilized for manufacturing purposes.
An iron
railroad bridge connects the Illinois city with
Keokuk. It has a bank, two newspapers, several
churches and a high school. The surrounding
country is a prolific fruit-growing district. It
has mineral springs, and a sanitarium is located
here.
Population (1880), 1.025; (1890), 1,301.
HAMILTON, John B., M.D, LL.D., surgeon,
was born of a pioneer famil}- in Jersey County,
111., Dec.
1847, his grandfather, Thomas M.
1,
Hamilton, having removed from Ohio in 1818 to
Monroe County, 111. where the father of the subject of this sketch was born.
The latter (Elder
Benjamin B. Hamilton) was for fifty years a
Baptist preacher, chiefly in Greene County, and,
from 1862 to '65, Chaplain of the Sixty-first Illinois Volunteers.
Young Hamilton, having received liis literary education at home and with a
,

State Treasurer

August
19, 1T93; after serving in the War of 1812 and
spending some time with Com. Stephen Decatur
in Philadelphia,

in the Mediterranean, in 1815, he studied law,

beginning practice at Shawneetown, in 1830.
He at once assumed prominence as a citizen, was
appointed State's Attorney in 1821, and elevated
He
to the bench of the Circuit Court in 1835.

and

was legislated out of office two years later
resumed private practice, making his home at
Vandalia, where he was associated with Robert
Blackwell in the publication of "Tlie Illinois
Intelligencer." The same year (1827) he was
elected by the Legislature State Treasurer, continuing in office four years. Later he removed to
Cincinnati, where he died. July 5, 1868. He conducted "Tlie Western Monthly Magazine," the
first periodical published in Illinois.
Among his
published volumes may be mentioned "Tales of

classical teacher at Edinburgli, Scotland, in 1863

began tlie study of medicine, and the following
year attempted to enlist as a soldier, but was
rejected on account of being a minor. In 1869 he
graduated from Rush Medical College in Chicago,
and, for the next five years, was engaged in general practice.
Then, having passed an examination before an Army Examining Board, he was
appointed Assistant .Surgeon in the regular army
with the rank of First Lieutenant, serving successively at Jefferson Barracks, St. Louis; Fort
Colville, Wasliington. and in the Marine Hospital
at Boston in 1879 became Supervising SurgeonGeneral as successor to Gen. John M. Woodworth
;
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and, during the yellow-fever epidemic in the
South, a few years later, rendered efficient service
in checking the spread of the disease by taking
charge of tlie camp of refugees from Jacksonville

and other stricken

points.

Resigning the position

of Surgeon-General in 1891, he took charge of the
Marine Hospital at Chicago and became Pro-

Surgery in Rush Medical College, besides
holding other allied positions was also editor of
"The Journal of the American Medical Association." In 1896 he resigned his position in the
Medical Department of the United States Army,
in 1897 was appointed Superintendent for the
Northern Hospital for the Insane at Elgin, but
fessor of

;

HAMILTON, John
at

L., farmer and
Newry, Ireland, Nov. 9.

legislator,

1829; emi-

grated to Jersey County, III., in 1831, where he
began life working on a farm. Later, he followed
the occupation of a farmer in Mason and Macoupin Counties, finally locating, in 1864, in Iroquois
County, which has since been his liome. After
filling various local offices, in 1875 he was elected
County Treasurer of Iroquois County as a Repub-

and twice re-elected (1877 and '79), also, in
1880, being Chairman of the Republican County
Central Committee. In 1884 he was elected to
the House of Representatives, being one of the
"103" who stood by General Logan in the memorable Senatorial contest of 1885 was re-elected
in 1886, and again returned to the same body in
lican,

;

1890 and

'98.

Marshall, lawyer and exGovernor, was born in Union County, Ohio, May
28, 1847; when 7 years of age, was brought to
Illinois by his father, who settled on a farm in
Marshall County. In 1864 (at the age of 17; he

HAMILTON, John

enlisted in tlie

One Hundred and

Forty-first

Illi-

—a

100-day regiment. After
being mustered out, he matriculated at tlie Wesleyan (Ohio) University, from which he graduated in 1868. For a year he tauglit school at
nois Volunteers

Henry, ami

later

became Professor of Languages

University at Bloomingand has
been a successful practitioner at the bar. In
1876 he was elected State Senator from McLean
County, and, in 1880, Lieutenant-Governor on the
On Feb. 6,
ticket with Gov. Shelby M. Cullom.
1883, he was inaugurated Governor, to succeed
Governor Cullom, who had been chosen United
States Senator. In 1884 he was a candidate for
the gubernatorial nomination before the Republican State Convention at Peoria, but that body
ex-Gov. and ex-Senator Richard J.

at the
ton.

Wesleyan

(111.)

He was admitted

;

cashier of the newlj- establislied Branch State

Bank

at Brownsville, Jackson County, but,

in

1831, removed to Chicago, (lovernor Reynolds
having appointed him the first Probate Judge of
Cook County. At the same time he also held the
offices of Circuit and County Clerk. Recorder and
Commissioner of School lands the sale of the
Chicago school section being made under his

—

died, Dec. 24, 1898.

was born

!ir

Oglesby to head the State ticket. Since then
Governor Hamilton has been a prominent practitioner at the Chicago bar.
HAMILTON, Richard Jones, pioneer lawyer,
was born near Danville, Ky., August 21, 1799;
studied law and, about 1820, came to Jonesboro,
Union County, III., in company with Abner FieUl,
afterwards State Treasurer in 1S21 was appointed

to the bar in 1870,

administration. He was a Colonel of State militia
and. in 1832, took an active part in raising volunters for defense during the Black Hawk War;
also was a candidate for the colonelcy of the

Regiment for the Mexican War (1847),
but was defeated by Colonel Newby. In 1H56
he was an unsuccessfvil candidate for Lieutenant-Governor on the Democratic ticket. Died,

Fifth

Dec.

26. 1860.

HAMILTON, William

Stephen, pioneer

— son

of Alexander Hamilton, first United States Secre-

— was

born in New York
City, August 4, 1797; spent three years (1814 17),
at West Point came west and located at an early
day at Springfield, 111. was a deputy surveyor of
public lands, elected Representative from Sangamon County, in the Fourtli (ieneral Assembly
(1824-26); in 1827 removed to the Lead Mine
region and engaged in mining at "Hamilton's
Diggings" (now Wiota) in southwe.st Wisconsin,
and occasionally practiced law at Galena was a
member of the Wisconsin Territorial Legislature
of 1842-43, emigrated to California in 1849, and
died in Sacramento, Oct. 9, LS.^O, where, some
twenty years later, a monument was erected to
his memory.
Colonel Hamilton was an aid-detary of the Treasury

;

;

;

of Governor Coles, who sent him forward
meet General La Fayette on his way from New

camp
to

Orleans, on occasion of

La Fayette's

visit to Illi-

nois in IK25.

HAMILTON COUNTY,

situated in the south-

eastern part of the State; has an area of 440
.square miles, and population (1890) of 17,800—

Alexander Hamilton. It was organwith McLeausboro as the countycounty is rolling and
the fertile soil well watered and drained l)y
numerous creeks, flowing east and south into the

named

izeil

seat.

for

in

1821,

Tlie surface of the

Wabash,

which

constitutes

its

southeastern

)

,
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boundary. Coal crops out at various points in
the southwestern portion. Originally Hamilton
County was a dense forest, and timber is still
abundant and saw-mills numerous. Among the
hard woods found are black and white oak, black
walnut, ash and hickory. The softer woods are
Corn and tobacco are the
in unusual variety.
principal crops, although considerable fruit is
cultivated, besides oats, winter wheat and potaSorghum is also extensively produced.
toes.
Among the pioneer settlers was a Mr. Auxier (for
whom a water course was named in 1815 Adam
Crouch, the Biggerstaffs and T Stelle, in 1818,
and W. T. Golson and Louis Baxter, in 1821.
The most important town is McLeansboro, whose
population in 1800 was l.S.').^.
HAMMOND, Charles Goodrich, Railway Manager, was born at Bolton, Conn., June 4, 1804,
spent his youth in Chenango County, N. Y.
where he became Principal of the Whitesboro
Seminary (in which he was partially educated),
and entered mercantile life at Canandaigua;
in 1834 removed to Michigan, where he held
various offices, including member of the Legislature and Auditor; in IS.W completed the con
struction of the Michigan Central Railroad (the
first line from the East) to Chicago, and took up
In 1855 he became
his residence in that citj'.
Superintendent of the Chicago. Burlington &
Quincy Railroad, but soon resigned to take a
trip to Europe for the benefit of his health.
Returning from Europe in 1869, he accepted the
Superintendency of the Union Pacific Railrokd.
but was compelled to resign by failing health, later
becoming Vice-President of the Pullman Palace
Car Company. He was Treasurer of the Chicago
Relief & Aid Society after the fire of 1871, and
one of the founders of the Chicago Theological
Seminary (Congregational) also President, for
several years, of the Chicago Home for the FriendDied, April 1.5, 1884.
less.
HAMPSHIRE, a town of Kane County, on the
Omaha Division of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St.
Paul Railway, 51 miles west-northwest from Chicago.
There are brick and tile works, a machine
shop and a lock factory here the dairy and stock
The place has a bank
interests are also large.
and a weekly paper. Population (1880), 483;
)

.

;

;

;

(1890), 696.

HANCOCK COUNTY,

on the western border of
the State, bounded on the west by the Mississippi
River; was organized in 1835 and named for John
Hancock has an area of 769 square miles population (1890), 31,907.
Its early settlers were
chiefly from the Middle and Southern States,
;

;

among them being

I.

J.

Waggen,

for nearly sixty

years a resident of Montebello Township. Black
Chief, is reputed to
have been born within the limits of Camp Creek
Township, in this county. Fort Edwards was
erected on the present site of Warsaw, soon after
the War of 1813, but was shortly afterwards evacAbraham Lincoln, a cousin of the Presiuated.
dent of that name, was one of the early settlers.
Among the earliest were John Day, Abraham
Brewer, Jacob Conipton, D. F. Parker, the Dixons,
Mendenhalls, I-ogans, and Luther Whitney.
James White, George Y. Cutler and Henry Nichols were the first Commissioners.
In 1839 the
Mormons crossed the Mississippi, after being
expelled from Missouri, and founded the city of
Nauvoo in this county. (See Mormons. Nauvoo.

Hawk, the famous Indian

Carthage and Appanoose were surveyed and laid

A ferry across the Missiswas established at Montebello (near the
present site of Hamilton) in 1839, ami another,
two years later, near the site of old Fort Edwards.
The county is crossed by six lines of railway, has
out in 1835 and 1836.

sippi

a fine public school system, numerous thriving
towns, and is among the wealthy counties of the
State.

HANDY, Moses Purnell, journalist, was born
14, 1847; before he was
one year old was taken back to Maryland, his
parents" native State.
He was educated at Portsmouth, Va. and was a student at the Virginia
Collegiate Institute at tlie breaking out of the
Civil War, when he joined the Confederate army
When the war ended
at the age of seventeen.
Handy found himself penniless. He was schoolteacher and book-canvasser by turns, meantime
writing some for a New York paper. Later he
became a clerk in the office of "The Christian
Observer" in Richmond. In 1867. by some clever
reporting for "Tlie Richmond Dispatch," he was
able to secure a regular position on the local staff
of that paper, quickly gaining a reputation as a
at War.saw, Mo., April

,

becoming city
time until 1887 his promotion
employed at different times upon
many of the most prominent and influential
papers in the East, including "The New York

successful reporter, and. in 1869,
editor.

was

From

this

rapid, being

Tribune," "Richmond Enquirer." and, in Philadelphia, upon "The Times," "The Press" and
"Daily News. " In 1893, at the request of DirectorGeneral Davis of the World's Columbian Exposition, Mr. Handy accepted the position of Chief of
the Department of Publicity and Promotion, pre
ferring this to the Consul-Generalship to Egypt,
tendered him about the same time by President
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Later, as a

Harrison.

Commission to Europe,

member of the National
he did much to arouse the

interest of foreign countries in the ExjKisition.

For some time after the World's Fair, he was
"The Chicago Times-Herald."
In 1897, having been appointed by President
McKinley United States Commissioner to the

associate editor of

Paris Exposition of 1900. he visited Paris.

Upon

his return to tliis country he

found himself in
very poor health, and went Soutli in a vain
attempt to regain his lost strengtli and vigor, but
died, at Augusta, (ia.. Jan. 8. 1898.
HANKS, Dennis, pioneer, born in Hardin
County, Ky., May l^), 1799; was a cousin of the
mother of Abraham Lincoln and, although ten
years the senior of tlie latter, was his intimate
friend in boyhood. Being of a sportive disposition, he often led the future President in boyish
pranks. About 1818. he joined the Lincoln household in Spencer County. Ind.. and finally married
Sarah Johnston, the step-sister of Mr. Lincoln,
the families remt)ving to Macon County, 111.,
A year or so later. Mr. Hanks
together, in 1830.
removed to Coles County, where he remained
until

some three years before

iiis

death, wlien

lie

went to reside with a daugliter at Paris. Edgar
County. It has been claimed that he first taught
the youthful Abraliam to read and write, and
this has secured for him the title of Mr. Lincoln's
teacher.
He has also been credited with having
once saved Lincoln from death by drowning while
Austin Gollaher, a
crossing a swollen stream.
school- and play -mate of Lincoln's, has also made
the same claim for himself— tlie two stories presumably referring to the same event After the
riot at Charleston, 111., in March. 1863, in which
several persons were killed. Hanks made a visit
to President Lincoln in Washington in the interest of some of the arrested rioters, and, although
they were not immediately released, the fact tliat
they were ordered returned to Charleston for
trial and finally escaped punishment, has been
attributed to Hanks' influence with the President.
He died at Paris. Edgar County, Oct. 31. 1892. in
the 94th year of his age. as the result of injuries
received from being run over by a buggy while
returning from an Emancipation-Day celebration, near that city, on the 22d day of September
previous.

HANKS, John,
of

Abraham

Ky., Feb.

9.

mother
was born near Bardstown.

pioneer, a cousin of the

Lincoln,

1802: joined the Lincolns in Spencer

and made his home with
them two years; engaged in flat boating, making
numerous trips to New Orleans, in one of them
County, Ind., in

1822.

ILLINOIS.

(»F
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being accompanied by Abraham Lincoln, then
about 19 years of age, who then had his feelings
aroused against slavery by his first sight of a
slave-mart.

In

1828

Mr.

Hanks

removed

to

Macon County,

111., locating about four
miles
west of Decatur, and it was partly througli his
influence that the Lincolns were induced to emi-

grate to the

same

cut enough logs to

locality in 1830.
biiild

Hanks had

the Lincolns a house

when they arrived, and these were hauled by
Abraham Lincoln to the site of the liouse, which
was erected on the north bank of the Sangamon
River, near tlie present site of Harristown.
During the following summer he and Abraham Lincoln worked together splitting rails to fence a
portion of the land taken up by the elder Lincoln
some of these rails being the ones displayed
during the campaign of 1860. In 1831 Hanks and
Lincoln worked together in the construction of a
flat-boat on the Sangamon River, near Spring-

—

a man named Offutt. which Lincoln took
Orleans Hanks only going as far as
when he returned home. In 1832,
Hanks served as a soldier of the Mexican War in
the company commanded by Capt. I. C. Pugh.
afterwards Colonel of the Forty-first Illinois
Volimteer Infantry during the Civil War. Ho
followed the occupation of a farmer until 1850,
when he went to California, where he spent three
years, returning in 18.'")3.
In 1861 he enlisted as
a soldier in the Twenty-first Illinois Volunteer
Infantry (afterwards commanded by General
Grant), but being already .59 years of age, was
placed by Grant in charge of tlie baggage-train,
in which capacity he remained two years, serving
in Missouri, Tennessee,
Arkansas, Kentucky.
Alabama and Mississijipi. While (rrant was with
the regiment. Hanks had charge of the staff team.
Being disabled by rheumatism, he was finally
discharged at Winchester. Tenn.
He made
field, for

to

—

New

St.

Louis,

three trips to California after the war.

July

1,

Died,

1891.

HANNIKAL & NAPLES RAILROAD.

(See

^Vabash Railroad.)
HANON, Martin, pioneer, was born near Nashville. Tenn., April, 1799; came with his father to
Gallatin County, Illinois Territory, in 1812. and,
in 1818, to what is now a portion of Christian
County, being the fir.st white .settler in that
region. Died, near Sharpsburg. Christian County,
April

5.

1879.

HANOVER, a village in Jo Daviess County, on
Apple River, 14 miles south-southeast of Galena.
It has a flouring mill and a woolen factory, besides four churches and a gradeil school.
The

,
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Hanover) extends to the
and has a population of about 1,700.
Population of the village (1880). ir,S- (1890), 743.
HARDIN, the county-seat of Calhoun County,
situated in Hardin Township, on the west bank
of the Illinois River, some 30 miles northwest of
Alton. It has two churches, a graded school and
two newspaper offices. Population (1880), 500;

Township

(also called

Mississippi,

Walworth (son of Chancellor
H. Walworth of New York). Her husband
became an author of considerable repute, chiefly in
the line of fiction, but was assassinated in 1873 by
a son who was acquitted of the charge of murder
on the ground of insanity. Mrs. Walworth is a
leader of the Daughters of the Revolution, and

to JIansfield Tracy
R.

has given

much attention,

of late years, to literary

Legislature,

Among her works are accounts of the
Burgoyne Campaign and of the battle of Buena
Vista the latter contributed to "The Magazine
of American HLstory"; a "Life of Col. John J.
Hardin and History of the Hardin Family,"
besides a number of patriotic and miscellaneous
poems and essays. She served for several years
as a member of the Board of Education, and was
for six years principal of a young ladies' school

The

at Saratoga Springs, N. Y.

pursuits.

(1890), 311.

lawyer. Congressman and
soldier, was born at Frankfort, Ky., Jan. 6, 1810.
After graduating from Transylvania University
and being admitted to the bar, he began practice

HARDIN, John

at Jacksonville,

J.,

111.,

in 1830; for several years he

was Prosecuting Attorney of Morgan County,
the lower house of the

later being elected to

where he served from 1836 to '42.
he was elected to Congress, his
term expiring in 1845. During the later period
of his professional career at Jacksonville he was
the partner of David A. Smith, a prominent lawyer of that city, and had Richard Yates for a
pupil.
At the outbreak of the Mexican War he
was commissioned Colonel of the First Illinois
Volunteers (June 30, 1846) and was killed on the
second day of the battle of Buena Vista (Feb. 27,
latter year

1847) while leading the final charge.

His remains

were brought to Jacksonville and buried with
distinguished honors in the cemetery there, his
former pupil, Richard Yates, delivering the funeral oration. Gen. Martin D. (Hardin), soldier,

—

son of the preceding, was born in Jacksonville, 111.
June 26, 1837 graduated at West Point Military
Academy, in 1859, and entered the service as
brevet Second Lieutenant of the Third Artillery,
a few months later becoming full Second Lieutenant, and, in May, 1861, First Lieutenant.
Being assigned to the command of volunteer
troops, he passed through various grades until
May, 1864, when he was brevetted Colonel of
;

—

HARDIN COUNTY, situated on the southeast
border of the State, and bounded on the east and
south by the Ohio River. It has an area of 194
square miles, and was named for a county in
Kentucky. The surface is broken by ridges and
deep gorges, or ravines, and well timbered with
oak, hickory, elm, maple, locust and cottonwood. Corn, wheat and oats are the staple
agricultural products. The minerals found are
iron, coal and lead, liesides carboniferous limestone of tlie Keokuk group. Elizabethtown is
the county-seat. Population (1880), 6,024; (1890),
7,234.

HARDING, Abner

Clark, soldier and Member
Hampton, Middlesex
1807; was educated chiefly
at Hamilton Academy, N. Y. and, after practicing law for a time, in Oneida County, removed to
of Congress, born in East

County, Conn., Feb.

10,

.

Illinois,

resuming practice and managing several

River, Va.,

He was also a memthe State Constitutional Convention of
from Warren County, and of the lower
branch of the Sixteenth General Assembly
(1848-50). Between 1850 and 1860 he was engaged

teers,

in railroad enterprises.

for meritorious conduct at North
became Brigadier-General of VolunJuly 2, 1864, was brevetted BrigadierGeneral of the regular army in March, 1865,
for service during the war, and was finally mustered out of the volunteer service in January,
1866.
He continued in the regular service, however, until December 15. 1870, when he was
retired with the rank of Brigadier-General.
General Hardin lost an arm and suffered other
wounds during the war. His liome is in Chicago.
Ellen Hardin (Walworth), author, daughter of
Col. John J. Hardin, was born in Jacksonville,
111., Oct. 20, 1883, and educated at the Female
Seminary in that place was married about 1854

Volunteers

—

;

farms for twenty-five years.
ber of
1847

In 1862 he enlisted as a

private in the Eighty-third

Illinois

Volunteer

was commissioned Colonel and, in less
than a year, was promoted to Brigadier-General.
In 1864 he was elected to Congress and re-elected
Infantry,

He did much for the development of tlie
western part of the State in the construction of
& Oquawka (now a part of
the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy) being one of
the lines constructed by him. He left a fortune
of about 52,000,000, and, before his death, endowed a professorship in Monmouth College.
Died, July 19, 1874.
in 1866.

railroads, the Peoria
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HARGRAVE,

Willis, pioneer, caine from Ken-

tucky to Illinois in 1816, .settling near Carnii in
White County; served in the Third Territorial
Legislature (1817-18; and in the First General
Assembly of the State (1818-2U). His businesslife in Illinois was devoted to farming and saltmanufacture,

HARLAN,

James, statesman, was born in Clark
August 2.5, 1820; graduated at Asbury
was State Superintendent of
Public Instruction in Iowa (1847), President of
Iowa Wesleyan University (18.")3), United States

County,

111.,

University, Ind.

;

Secretary of the Interior
but re-elected to the Senate the latter
Iowa University.
He was also a member of the Peace
Conference of 1861, and a delegate to the Philadelphia Loyalists" Convention of 1866; in 1873,
after leaving the Senate, was editor of "The
Washington Chronicle," and, from 1883 to 1885.
presiding Judge of the Court of Commissioners of
the Alabama Claims. A daugliter of ex-Senator
Harlan married Hon. Robert. T. Lincoln, son of
President Lincoln, and (1889-93) United States
Minister to England. Mr. Harlan's home is at
Mount Pleasant, Iowa. Died. Oct. 5, 1899.
HARLAN, Justin, jurist, was born in Ohio
about 1801 and, at the age of 25, settled in Clark
County, 111. served in tlie Black Hawk War of
1832 and, in 1835, was appointed a Justice of the
Circuit Court; was a Delegate to the Constitutional Convention of 1847 and the following year
was elected to the Circuit bench under the new
Constitution, being re-elected in 1855. In 1863
he was appointed by President Lincoln Indian
Agent, continuing in office until 1865; in 1873
was elected Comity Judge of Clark County.
Died, while on a visit in Kentucky, in March,

Senator

(1855-65),

(1865-66),

year, and, in 1869, chosen President of

;

1879.

HARLOW,

George H., ex-Secretary of

State.

born at Sackett's Harbor. N. Y., in 1830, removed
County. 111., in 18.54, and engaged in
a commission merchant also served
a term as Mayor of Pekin. For many years he
took a prominent part in the history of the State.
Early in the "eO's he was one of seven to organize,
at Pekin, the "Union League of America." a
i

;

patriotic secret organization sworn to preserve
the Union, working in harmony with the war
party and against the "Sons of Liberty." In
1863 he enlisted, and was about to go to the front,
when Governor Yates requested him to remain at
home and continue his effective work in the
Union League, saying that he could accomplish
more for the cause in this wav than in the field.

rzi

.Vocordingly Mr. Harlow continued to labor as an
organizer, and the League bei-ame a powerful

In 1865 he was made
Secretary of the State Senate,
but soon after became Governor Oglesby's private
secretary.
For a time he also served as InspectorGeneral on the Governor's staff, and had charge
During
of the troops as they were mustered out.
a portion of Mr. Rummers term (1869-73) as Secretary of State, he served as Assistant Secretary,
and, in 1872, was elected as successor to Secretary
Rummel and re-elected in 1876. While in Springfield he acted as correspondent for several newspapers, and, for a year, was city editor of "The
Illinois State Journal."
In 1881 he took up his
residence in Chicago, where he was engaged at
different periods in the commission and real
estate business, but has been retired of late years
factor in State politics.
First Assistant

on account of ill health.
HARPER, William H., legislator and commission merchant, born in Tippecanoe County, Ind.,
May 4, 1845; was brought by his parents in boyhood to Woodford County, 111., and served in the
One Hundred and Forty -fifth Illinois Volunteers
took a course in a commercial college and engaged
in the stock

and grain-shipping business

in

Wood-

ford County until 1868, when he entered upon the
commission business in Chicago. From 1873 to
'75 he served, by appointment of the Governor,
as Chief of the Grain Inspection Department of

the city of Chicago; in 1883 was elected to the
Thirty-third General Assembly and re-elected in
1884.
During his first term in the Legislature,
Mr. Harper introduced and secured the passage
of the "High License Law," which has received
his name.
Of late years he has been engaged in
the grain commission business in Chicago.
HARPER, William Rainey, clergyman and
educator, was born at New Concord, Ohio, July
26, 18.56; graduated at Muskingum College at the
age of 14, delivering the Hebrew oration, this
being one of the principal commencement honors
in that institution.
After three years' private
study he took a post-graduate course in philology
at Yale, receiving the degree of Ph.D., at the age
of 19. For several years he was engaged in
teaching, at Macon, Tenn., and Denison University, Ohio, meanwhile continuing his philological studies and devoting special attention to
Hebrew. In 1879 he accepted the chair of
Hebrew in the Baptist Union Theological Seminary at Morgan Park, a suburb of Chicago. Here
he laid the foundation of the "inductive method"
of Hebraic study, which rapidly grew in favor.
The school by correspondence was known as the
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"American

Institute of

by

so rapidly that,

from

Hebrew," and increased
had enrolled 800 stu-

1885, it

the world, many leading
professors co-operating.
In 1886 he accepted the
professorship of Semitic Language and Literature
at Yale University, having in tlie previous year
become Principal of the Chautauqua College of
Liberal Arts, and, in 1891, Principal of the
dents,

all parts of

Chautauqua system. During the winters
of 1889-91, Dr. Harper delivered courses of lectures on the Bible in various cities and before
several universities and colleges, having been,
in 1889, made Woolsey Professor of Biblical
entire

Literature

Yale,

at

although

still

filling

his

former chair.

In 1891 he accepted an invitation
new Chicago University, which has rapidly increased in
wealth, extent and influence.
(See University
of Chicago.) He is also at present (1899) a member of the Cliicago Board of Education. Dr.
Harper is the author of numerous philological
to the Presidency of the then incipient

text-books, relating chiefly to Hebrew, but ap-

plying the "inductive method"' to the study of
Latin and Greek, and has also sought to improve
the study of English along these same lines. In
addition, he has edited two scientific periodicals,
and published numerous monographs.

HABRIS, Thomas L., lawyer, soldier and Member of Congress, was born at Norwich, Conn.,
Oct. 29, 1816; graduated at Trinity College, Hartford, in 1841, studied law with Gov. Isaac Toucey,

and was admitted to the bar in Virginia in 1842,
the same year removing to Petersburg, Menard
County, 111. Here, in 1845, he was elected School
Commissioner, in 1846 raised a company for the
Mexican War, joined the Fourth Regiment (Col.
E. D. Baker's) and was elected Major.
He was
present at the capture of Vera Cruz and tlie
battle of Cerro Gordo, after the wounding of
General Shields at the latter, taking conmiand of
the regiment in place of Colonel Baker, who had

assumed command of the brigade.
absence
the

in

the

army

(1846)

During

his

he was chosen

was elected to
the Thirty-first Congress, but was defeated by
Richard Yates in 1850; was re-elected in 1854,
'56, and "58, but died Nov. 24, 1858, a few days after
his fourth election and before completing his
to

State

Senate;

in

1848

preceding term.

HARRIS, William Logan, Methodist Episcopal
Bishop, born near Mansfield, Ohio, Nov. 14, 1817;
was educated at Norwalk Seminary, licensed to
preach in 1836 and soon after admitted to the
Michigan Conference, being transfeiTed to the
Ohio Conference in 1840. In 1845-46 he was a

tutor in the Ohio 'Wesleyan University;
after

two

years' pastoral

then,

work and some three

years as Principal of Baldwin Seminary, in 1851
returned to the "Wesleyan, filling the position
first of Principal of the Academic Department
and then a professorship; was Secretary of the

General Conferences (1856-72) and, during 1860-72,
Secretary of the Church Missionary Society in
1872 was elected Bishop, and visited the Methodist
Mission stations in China, Japan and Europe;
joined the Illinois Conference in 1874, remaining
until his death, which occurred in New York,
Sept. 2, 1887. Bishop Harris was a recognized authority on Methodist Church law, and published
a small work entitled "Powers of the General
Conference" (1859), and, in connection with
;

Judge William J. Henry, of this State, a treatise
on "Ecclesiastical Law," having special reference to the Methodist Church.

HARRISBURG,
on the

Cleveland,

county-seat of Saline County,
Cincinnati, Chicago & St.

Louis Raihvay, 70 miles northeast of Cairo. The
surrounding country is devoted to agriculture
and fruit-growing, and valuable deposits of salt,
coal and iron are found in the vicinity. Tlie
town has flour and saw-mills, brick and tile
works, carriage and other wood working establishments, two banks and three weekly newspapers.
Population (1880), 934; (1890), 1,723.
HARRISON, Carter Henry, politician, Congressman and Mayor of Chicago, was born in
Fayette County, Ky., Feb. 15, 1825; at the age of
20 years graduated from Yale College and began
reading law, but later engaged in farming. After
spending two years in foreign travel, he entered
the Law Department of Transylvania University,
at Lexington, Ky., and, after graduation, settled
at Chicago, where he soon became an operator in
real estate.
In 1871 he was elected a Commissioner of Cook County, serving three years.
In
1874 he again visited Europe, and, on his return,
was elected to Congress as a Democrat, being
re-elected in 1876.
In 1879 he was chosen Mayor
of Chicago, filling that office for four successive
biennial terms, but was defeated for re-election
in 1887 by his Republican competitor, John A.
Roche. He was the Democratic candidate for
Governor in 1888, but failed of election. He
thereafter made a trip around the world, and, on
his return, published an entertaining account of
his journey under the title, "A Race with the
Sun." In 1891 he was an Independent Democratic candidate for the Chicago mayoralty, but
was defeated by Hempstead Washburne, Republican.
In 1893 he received the regular nomina-
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tion of his party for the office,

and was

elected.

In 1893, in connection with a few associates, he
purchased the plant of "The Chicago Times, plac'

'

ing his sons in charge. He was a man of strong
character and intense personality, making warm
friends and bitter enemies genial, generous and
:

kindly,

and

any one at all times, at
Taking advantage
one Prendergast. on the night

accessible to

either his office or his home.
of this latter trait,

1893— immediately following the closing exercises of the World's Columbian Exposition
gained admission to his residence, and, without
the slightest provocation, shot him down in his
library.
He lived but a few hours. The assassin
was subsequently tried, convicted and hung,
of Oct. 38,

—

HARRISON, William Henry,

first

Governor of

the Territory of Indiana (including the present
State of Illinois), and ninth President of the United
Charles City
States, was born at Berkeley,
County, Va., Feb. 9, 1773— the son of Benjamin
Harrison, one of the signers of the Declaration of
Independence. He was educated at Hampden
Sidney College, Va. and began the study of medi,

cine but never finished

it.

On August

16, 1791,

he was commissioned Ensign in the First United
States Infantry, and at once joined his regiment
The following year
at Fort Washington, Ohio.
he was commissioned Lieutenant, and appointed
Aid-de-camp to Gen. Anthony Wayne, who
officially complimented

him

for his gallantry in

the battle of the Miami. In May, 1797, he was
made Captain and placed in command of Fort
Washington. While stationed here, he formed

an attachment for Miss Anna Symmes, and tlie
match being opposed by the lady's father, eloped
with and married her. On June 1, 1798, he
resigned his commission, but was immediately
appointed by President Adams, Secretary of the
Northwest Territory, under Governor St. Clair.
This post he resigned in 1799, to take his seat in
Congress as Territorial Delegate. While he was
so serving, the Territory of Indiana was created
out of a portion of the Northwest Territory, and
Harrison was appointed its first Governor, being
reappointed by Presidents Jefferson and Madison.
This territory included the present States of
GovIllinois, Indiana, Michigan and Wisconsin.
ernor Harrison's administration was wise and
was
Indians
His policy toward the
efficient.
conciliatory and statesmanlike, and he negotiated
Indian
many important treaties with them. (See
Treaties.) The savages becoming unruly, however, he led a force against them, and, Nov. 7,
1811, won a decisive victory over Tecumseh and
his brother, "The Prophet," at Tippecanoe, near

the present

site of

22;j

prominent part in the

War

He

took a
of 1813, being com-

Lafayette, Ind.

missioned Major-General, and, by his victory at
the battle of the Thames, in 1813, materially
aided in giving tlie United States possession of
the chain of lakes above Erie. For this service
Congress awarded him a gold medal. In 1814 he
resigned his commission, because of a disagreement with the Secretary of War, and, in 1HI6,

was elected to Congress, serving until 1819. In
the latter year he was chosen State Senator in
Ohio, and, in 1832, was defeated for Congress because of his anti-slavery record. In 1834 he was
a Presidential Elector on the Henry Clay ticket,
and the same year was sent to the United States
Senate. He resigned his seat in 1838 on being
appointed Minister to the United States of Colombia,
holding the position for less than a year.
Returning to the United .States in 1839, he was
elected County Clerk of Hamilton County, Ohio,
serving twelve years. In 1836 he was defeated

—

on the Whig ticket by Van
Buren, but was triumphantly elected in 1810.
Died, at Washington, D. C, April 4, 1841, one
month after his inauguration as President.
HARTZELL, William, Congressman, was born
When he
in Stark County, Ohio, Feb. 30, 1837.
was three years old his parents removed to lUi
In
nois, and, four years later (1844) to Texas.
1853 he returned to Illinois, settling in Randolph
County, which became his permanent home. He
was brought up on a farm, but graduated at McKendree College, Lebanon, in June, 18.59. Five
years later he was admitted to the bar, and began
practice.
He was Representative in Congress for
two terms, being elected as a Democrat, in 1874,
and again in 1876.
HARVARD, an incorporated city in McIIenry
County, 63 miles northwest of Chicago on the
Chicago & Northwestern Railway. It was incorporated in 1891, and has electric lights, an artesian
water system, two weekly newspapers and various manufacturing establishments, among them
a flouring mill, a carriage-wheel factory and sewing machine works. The surrounding region is
agricultural. Population 1880), 1,607; (1890), 1,967.
HASKELL, Harriet Newell, educator and third
Principal of Monticello Female Seminary, was
born at Waldboro, Lincoln County, Maine, Jan. 14,
1835; educated at Castleton Seminary. Vt. and
Mount Holyoke Seminary, Mass., graduating
from the latter in 1855. Later, she served as
Principal of high schools in Maine and Boston
until 1862, when she was called to the principalship of Castleton Seminary. She resigned this
for the Presidency

(

,
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assume a similar one at Monticello Female Seminary, at Godfrey. 111., where
she has since remained. The main building of
this institution liaving been burned in November, 1889, it was rebuilt on an enlarged and
improved plan, largely through the earnest efforts
(See Monticello Female Semiof Miss Haskell.
position in 1867 to

nary.)

HATCH,

Ozias Mather, Secretary of the State
was born at Hillsborough

of Illinois (185T'65),
Center, N. H., April

11,

1814,

and removed to

In 1829 he began life as
Griggsville, 111., in 1836.
a clerk for a wholesale and retail grocer in BosFrom 1836 to 1841 he was engaged in storeton.
keeping at Griggsville. In the latter year he was
appointed Circuit Court Clerk of Pike County,
holding the office seven years. In 1808 he again
embarked in business at Meredosia, 111. In 1850
he was elected to the Legislature, serving one
term. An earne.st anti-slavery man, he was, in
1856, nominated by the newly organized Republican party for Secretary of State and elected,
being re-elected in 1860, on the same ticket with
Mr. Lincoln, of whom he was a warm personal
friend and admirer. During the war he gave a
zealous and effective support to Governor Yates'
administration. In 1864 he declined a renomination and retired from political life. He was an
original and active member of the Lincoln Monument Association from its organization in 1865 to
his death, and, in company with Gov. R. J.
Oglesby, made a canvass of Eastern cities to collect funds for statuary to be placed on the monu-

After retiring from office he was interested
some extent in the banking business at Griggsville, and was influential in securing the construction of the branch of the Wabash Railway
from Naples to Hannibal, Mo. He was, for over

ment.
to

thirty-five years, a resident of Springfield,
there,

March

dying

12, 1893.

HATFIELD,
man, was born

Robert Miller, clergy
Mount Pleasant, Westchester

(Rev.)
at

County, N. Y., Feb. 19, 1819; in early life enjoyed
only such educational advantages as could be
obtained while living on a farm later, was em
ployed as a clerk at White Plains and in New
York City, but, in 1841, was admitted to the
Providence Methodist Episcopal Conference, during the next eleven years supplying churches in
Rhode Island and Massachusetts. In 1852 he
went to Brooklyn and occupied pulpits in that
vicinity until 1865, when he assumed the pastorship of the Wabash Avenue Methodist Episcopal
Church in Chicago, two years later going to the
Centenary Church in the same city. He subse;

quently had charge of churches in Cincinnati and
Philadelphia, but, returning to Illinois in 1877,
he occupied pulpits for the next nine years in
Evanston and Chicago. In 1886 he went to Summerfield Methodist Episcopal Church, Brooklyn,
which was his last regular charge, as, in 1889, he
became Financial Agent of the Northwestern
University at Evanston, of which he had been a
Trustee from 1878. As a temporary supply for
pulpits or as a speaker in popular assemblies, his
services were in constant demand during this
Dr. Hatfield served as a Delegate to the
period.
General Conferences of 1860, '64, "76, '80 and '84,
and was a leader in some of the most important
debates in those bodies. Died, at Evanston,

March

31, 1891.

HATTON, Frank, journalist and PostmasterGeneral, was born at Cambridge, Ohio, April 28,
1846; entered his father's newspaper oflSce at
Cadiz, as an apprentice, at 11 years of age, becoming foreman and local editor; in 1862, at the

age of

16,

he enlisted in the Ninety-eighth Ohio

was transferred to the One
Hundred and Eighty-fourth Ohio and commisInfantry, but, in 1864,

—

sioned Second Lieutenant
his service being
chiefly in the Army of the Cumberland, but participating in Sherman's March to the Sea. After

the %var he went to Iowa, whither his father had
preceded him, and where he edited "The Mount
Pleasant Journal" (1869-74) then removed to Burlington, where he secured a controlling interest
in "The Hawkeye, " which he brought to a point
of great prosperity was Postmaster of that city
under President Grant, and, in 1881, became
First
Assistant Postmaster-General. On the
retirement of Postmaster-General Gresham in
1884, he was appointed successor to the latter,
serving to the end of President Arthur's administration, being the youngest man who ever held
a cabinet position, except Alexander Hamilton.
From 1882 to 1884, Mr. Hatton managed "The
National Republican" in Washington; in 1885
removed to Chicago, where he became one of the
;

;

proprietors and editor-in-chief of

"The Evening

Mail"; retired from the latter in 1887, and, purchasing the plant of "The National Republican"

commenced the publication of
"The Washington Post, "with which he was connected until his death, April 30, 1894.
HAVANA, the county-seat of Mason County, an
incorporated city founded in 1827 on the Illinois
River, opposite the mouth of Spoon River, and a
point of junction for three railways. It is a shipping point for corn and osage orange hedge
in Washington,

plants.

An

agricultural implement

factory

is
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located here.

The

city

has

several

churches,

three public schools and three newspapers.
Population (1880), 2,118; (1890), 2,52r).

HAVANA, RAXTOUL & EASTERN RAILROAD. (See Illinois Central Railroad.)
HAVEN, Erastus Otis, Methodist Episcojial
Bishop,

was born

in Boston, Mass., Nov.

1,

18J0;

graduated at the AVesleyan University in 1842,
and taught in various institutions in Massachusetts and New York, meanwhile studying theology. In 1848 he entered the Methodist ministry
as a member of the New York Conference; live
years later accepted a professorship in Michigan
University, but resigned in 18.")6 to become editor
of "Zion's Herald," Boston, for seven years in
that time serving two terms in the State Senate
and a part of the time being an Overseer of Harvard University. In 186.3 he accepted the Presidency of Northwestern University at Evanston,
III.
in 1872 became Secretary of the Methodist
Board of Education, but resigned in 1874 to
become Chancellor of Syracuse University, N.Y.
In 1880 he was elected a Bishop of the Methodist
Episcopal Church. Died, in Salem, Oregon, in
August, 1881. Bishop Haven was a man of great
versatility and power as an orator, wrote much
for the periodical press and published several
volumes on religious topics, besides a treatise on

—

;

rhetoric.

HAVEN, Lnther, educator, was born near
Framingham, Mass., August 6, 1806. With a
meager country-school education, at the age of
he began teaching, continuing in this occupawhich he spent
three years in a more liberal course of study in a
private academy at Ellington, Conn.
He was
next employed at Leicester Academy, first as a
17

tion six or seven years, after

He
teacher, and, for eleven years, as Principal.
then engaged in mercantile pursuits until 1849,
when he removed

After several
to Chicago.
years spent in manufacturing and real-estate
business, in 1854 he became proprietor of "The
Prairie Farmer," of which he remained in control until 18.j8. Mr. Haven took an active interest
in public affairs, and was an untiring worker for
the promotion of popular education. For ten
years following 1853, he was officially connected
with the Chicago Board of Education, being for
four years its President. The comptrollership of
the city was offered him in 1860, but declined.
During the war he was a zealous supporter of the
Union cause. In October, 1861, he was appointed
by President Lincoln Collector for the Port of
Chicago, and Sub-Treasurer of tlie United States
for the Department of the Northwe.st. serving in
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during a part of President Johnson's
administration. In 1866 he was attacked with
congestion of the lungs, dying on March 6, of
this capacity

that year.

HAWK,
in

Robert M. A., Congre.ssman, was born
Hancock County, Ind., April 23, 1830; came to

Carroll County,
tlie

111.

,

in boyhood, wliere

he attended

common schools and later graduated from Eu

In 1862 he enlisted in the Union
army, was commissioned First Lieutenant, next
promoted to a Captaincy and, finally, brevetted
Major for soldierlv conduct in the field. In 1865
he was elected County Clerk of Carroll County,
and three times re-elected, serving from 1865 to
1879.
The latter year he resigned, having been
elected to Congress on the Republican ticket in
1878.
In 1880 he was re-elected, but died before
the expiration of his term, his successor being

reka College.

Robert R. Hitt, of Mount Morris, who was chosen
fill the vacancy.

at a special election to

HAWLEY, John

B.,

Congressman and First
was born in
9, 1831; accompa-

Assistant Secretary of the Treasury,
Fairfield County, Conn., Feb.

nied his parents to Illinois in childhood, residing
in his early manhood at Carthage, Hancock

County.

At tlie age of 23 (1854) he was admitteil
and began practice at Rock Island
was State's Attorney of

to the bar

From

1856 to 1860 he

Rock Island County. In 1861 he entered tlu'
Union army as Captain, but was so severely
wounded at Fort Donelson (1862) that he was
obliged to quit the service.

In 1865 President
Lincoln appointed him Postmaster at Rook Island,
but one year afterward he was removed by President Johnson. In 1868 he was elected to Congress
as a Republican, being twice re-elected, and, in
1876, was Presidential Elector on the HayesWheeler ticket. In the following year he was
appointed by President Hayes First Assistant
Secretary of the Treasury, serving until 1880,
when he resigned. During the last six years of
his life he was Solicitor for the Chicago & North
western Railroad, with headquarters at Omaha.
Neb. Died, at Hot Springs, South Dakota, Mav
24, 1895.

HAT, John,

author, diplomatist and Secretary

was born in Salem, Ind. Oct. 8, 1838, of
Scottish ancestry; graduated at Brown University, 1858, and studied law at Springfield, 111., his
of State,

,

meantime, having become a resident of Warsaw, 111. was admitted to practice
in 1861, but immediately went to Washington as
assistant private secretary of President Lincoln,
acting part of the time as the President's aid-decamp, also serving for some time under Generalfather, in the

;

"-
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Hunter and Gilmore, with the rank
Adjutant-General.

After

of

Major and

President

Lincoln's

assassination he served as Secretary of Legation
at Paris and Madrid, and as Charge d' Affaires at

Vienna; was also editor for a time of "The Illinois State Journal" at Springfield, and a leading
editorial writer on "The New York Tribune.''
Colonel Hay's more important literary works
include "Castilian Days," "Pike County Ballads,
and the ten-Tolume "History of the Life and
Times of Abraham Lincoln," written in collaboration with John G. Nicolay.
In 1875 he settled
at Cleveland, Ohio, but, after retiring from "The
New York Tribune," made Washington his home.
In 1897 President McKinley appointed him Ambassador to England, where, by his tact, good
judgment and sound discretion manifested as a
diplomatist and speaker on public occasions, lie
won a reputation as one of the most able and accomplished foreign representatives America has
produced. His promotion to the position of
Secretary of State on the retirement of Secretary
William R. Day, at the close of tlie Spanish
American War, in September, 1898, followed
naturallj- as a just tribute to the rank which he
had won as a diplomatist, and was universally
approved throughout the nation.
HAT, John B., ex-Congressman, was born at
Belleville, 111., Jan. 8, 1834; attended the common schools and worked on a farm until he was
16 years of age, when he learned the printer's
Subsequently he studied law, and won
trade.
considerable local prominence in his profession,
being for eight years State's Attorney for the
Twenty-fourth Judicial Circuit. He served in
the Union army during the War of the Rebellion,
and, in 1868, was elected a Representative in the
Forty-first Congress, being re-elected in 1870.
HAT, Miltou, lawyer and legislator, was born
in Fayette County, Ky., July 3, 1817; removed
with his father's family to Springfield, 111. in
1833 in 1838 became a student in the law office
of Stuart & Lincoln; was admitted to the
bar in 1840, and began practice at Pittsfield,
Pike County. In 1858 he returned to Springfield
and formed a partnership with Judge Stephen
,

;

T.

Logan (afterwards

his father-in-law),

which

ended by the retirement of the latter from prac
tice in 1861.
Others who were associated with
him as partners, at a later date, were Hon. Shelby
M. Cullom, Gen. John M. Palmer, Henry S.
Greene and D. T. Littler. In 1869 he was elected
a Delegate to the State Constitutional Convention
and, as Chairman of the Committee on Revenue
and member of the Judiciary Committee, was

prominent in shaping the Constitution of 1870.
Again, as a member of the lower branch of the
Twenty-eighth General Assembly (1873-74), he
assisted in revising and adapting the laws to the
new order of things under the new Constitution.
The estimate in which he was held by his associates is shown in the fact that he was a member
of the Joint Committee of five appointed by the
Legislature to revise the revenue laws of the
State, which was especially complimented for
the manner in which it performed its work by
concurrent resolution of the two houses. A conservative Republican in politics, gentle and unobtrusive in manner, and of calm, dispassionate
judgment and unimpeachable integrity, no man
was more frequently consulted by State executives on questions of great delicacy and public
importance, during the last thirty years of his
life, than Mr. Hay.
In 1881 he retired from the
active prosecution of his profession, devoting his
time to the care of a handsome estate. Died,
Sept. 15, 1893.

HATES, Philip C, ex-Congressman, was born
Before he was a
3, 1833.
year old his parents removed to La Salle County,
111.
where the first twenty years of his life were
spent upon a farm. In 1860 he graduated from
Oberlin College, Ohio, and, in April, 1861, enlisted in the Union army, being commissioned
successively. Captain, Lieutenant-Colonel and
Colonel, and finally brevetted Brigadier-General.
After the war he engaged in journalism, becoming the publisher and senior editor of "The Morris
Herald," a weekly periodical issued at Morris,
Grundy County. In 1872 he was a delegate to the
National Republican Convention at Philadelphia
which renominated Grant, and represented his
district in Congress from 1877 to 1881.
Later he
at Granby, Conn., Feb.

,

became editor and part proprietor
lican" at Joliet,

111.,

of

"The Repub-

but retired .some years since.

HATES, Samnel Snowden, lawyer and

politi-

was born at Nashville, Tenn., Dec. 25, 1820;
Shawneetown in 1838, and engaged in
the drug business for two years then began the
study of law and was admitted to practice in
1842, settling first at Mount Vernon and later at
Carmi. He early took an interest in politics,
stumping the southern counties for the DemoIn 1845 he was a
cratic party in 1843 and '44.
delegate to the Memphis Commercial Convention
and, in 1846, was elected to the lower House of
cian,

settled at

;

tlie

State Legislature, being re-elected in

'48.

In

1847 he raised a company for service in the
Mexican War, but, owing to its distance from
the seat of government, its muster rolls were not

~
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received until the quota of the State liad been

The same year he was chosen a Delegate
the State Constitutional Convention for White
County, and, in 1848, was a Democratic Presidential Elector. About 18.52 he removed to Chicago, where he was afterwards City Solicitor and
(1863-6.5) City Comptroller.
He was a delegate
to the National Democratic Conventions at
Charleston and Baltimore in 1860, and an earnest
worker for Douglas in the campaign which followed. While in favor of the Union, he was
.stronglj' opposed to the policy of the administration, particularly in its attitude on the question
of slavery. His last public service was as a Delegate from Cook County to the State Constitutional Convention of 1869-70.
His talents as an
orator, displaj'ed both at the bar and before popular assemblies, were of a very high order.
HATMARKET RIOT, THE, an anarchistic
outbreak whicli occurred in Chicago on the
evening of 5Iay 4, 1886. For several days prior,
meetings of dissatisfied workingmen had been
addressed by orators who sought to inflame the
worst passions of their hearers. Tlie excitement
(previously more or less under restraint) culminated on the date mentioned. Hay market
Square, in Chicago, is a broad, open space formed
by the widenilig of West Randolph Street for an
open-air produce- market. An immense concourse
assembled there on the evening named inflammatory speeches were made from a cart, whicli
was used as a sort of improvised platform. During the earlier part of the meeting the Mayor
(Carter H. Harrison) was present, but upon his
withdrawal, the oratory became more impassioned
and incendiary. Towards midnight, some one
whose identity has never been thoroughly proved,
threw a dynamite bomb into the ranks of the
police, who, under command of Inspector John
Bonfield, had ordered the dispersal of the crowd
and were endeavoring to enforce the command.
Simultaneously a score of men lay dead or bleeding in the street. The majority of the crowd
Numerous arrests
fled, pursueii by the officers.
followed during the night and the succeeding
morning, and search was made in the office of
the principal Anarchistic organ, which resulted
in the discovery of considerable evidence of an
incriminating character. A Grand Jury of Cook
County found indictments for murder against
eight of the suspected leaders, all of whom were
convicted after a trial extending over several
months, both the State and the defense being
represented by some of the ablest counsel at the
Chicago bar. Seven of the accused were confilled.
ti)

;

demned
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and one (Oscar Neebe) was
given twenty years' imprisonment. The death
sentence of two Samuel Fiehlen and Ju.stus
Schwab was subsequently comnmted by Govto deatli,

—

—

ernor Oglesby to life-imprisonment, but executive

clemency was extemled
Altgeld to

all

penitentiary.

in

by Governor

1893

three of those serving terms iii the
Of those condemned to execution,

one (Louis Linng) committed suicide in the
county-jail by exploding, between his teeth, a
small dynamite bomb wliich he had surreptitioasly obtained; the remaining four (August
Spies, Albert D. Parsons, Louis Engel and Adolph
Fischer) were hanged in the county jail at
Chicago, on November 14, 188T. The affair
attracted wide attention, not only throughout the
United States but in other countries also.

HAYJflE, Ishaiu Nicolas,
tant-General,

came

was born

soldier

and Adju-

at Dover, Tenn., Nov. 18,

and received
but little education at school, but worked on a
farm to obtain means to study law, and was
licensed to practice in 1846.
Throughout the
Mexican War he served as a Lieutenant in the
Sixth Illinois Volunteers, but, on his return,
resumed practice in 1849, and, in 1850, was
elected to the Legislature from Marion County.
He graduated from the Kentucky Law School in
18.52 and, in 1856, was appointed Judge of the
Court of Common Pleas at Cairo. In 1860 he was a
candidate for Presi<lential Elector on the Doug1834;

to Illinois in boyhooil

In 1861 he entered the army as
the Forty-eighth Illinois Infantry,
assisted in organizing.
He participated in the battles of Fort Donelson and Shiloh,
and was severely wounded at the latter. In 1863
he was an unsuccessful candidate for Congress as
a War Democrat, being defeated by W. J. Allen,
and the same year was commissioned BrigadierGeneral of Volunteers. He resumed practice at
Cairo in 1864, and, in 1865. was appointed by
las

ticket.

Colonel of

which he had

Governor Oglesby Adjutant-General as successor
to Adjutant-General Fuller, but died in office, at
Springfield. Novemlier, 1868.

HAYWARD
SCHOOL,

COLLE<JE AND COMMERCIAL

at Fairfield,

rated in 1886;

Wayne County

;

incorpo-

co-educational; had 160 pupils in
with a faculty of nine instructors.
HEACOCK, Russell E., pioneer lawyer, was
born in Litclifield. Conn., in 1770; having lo.st his
is

1898,

father at 7 years of age, learned the carpenter's
trade and came west early in life in 1806 was
studying law in Missouri, and, two years later,
was licensed to practice in Indiana Territory, ot
wliich Illinois then formed a part, locating first
;
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and afterwards at Jonesboro, in
Union County; in W13 went to Butfalo, N. Y.,
but returned west in 1837, arriving where Chicago now stands on July 4; in 1838 was living
at Kaskaskia

Inside Fort Dearborn,

but subsequently located

several miles up the South Brancli of the Chicago
River, where he opened a small farm at a place
which went by the name of "Heacock's Point."
In 1831 he obtained a license to keep a tavern, in
1833 became a Justice of the Peace, and, in 1835,
had a law office in the village of Chicago. He
took a prominent part in the organization of Cook
County, invested liberally in real estate, but lost
He was disabled by parit in the crash of 1837.
alysis in 1843

—Reuben

and died of

cholera,

June

38, 1849.

E. (Heacock), a son of Mr. Heacock,

was member of the State Constitutional Convention of 1847, from Cook County.
HEALTH, BOARD OF, a bureau of the State
Government, created by act of May 35, 1877. It
consists of seven members, named by the Gov-

who hold office for seven years. It is
charged with "general supervision of the interconnected with the liealth and life of the
citizens of the State. "
All matters pertaining to
quarantine fall within its purview, and in this
respect it is invested with a power which, while
ernor,

ests

discretionary,

is

well-nigh autocratic.

The same

although to a far less extent, as to its supervisory power over contagious diseases, of man or beast. The Board also
has a modified control over medical practitioners,
under the terms of the statute popularly known
as the "Medical Practice Act." Through its
powers thereunder, it lias kept out or expelled
from the State an army of irregular practitioners, and has done mucli toward raising the standard of professional qualification.
HEALY, (ieorere P. A., artist, was born in
Boston, July 15, 1808, and early manifested a
predilection for art, in which he was encouraged
by the painter Scully. He struggled in the face
of difficulties until 1836, when, having earned
some money by his art, he went to Europe to
study, spending two years in Paris and a like
period in London. In 1855 he came to Chicago,
contemplating a stay of three weeks, but remained until 1867. During this time he is said
to have painted 575 portraits, many of them
lieing likenesses of prominent citizens of Chicago
and of the State. Many of his pictures, deposited
in the rooms of the Chicago Historical Society
for safe-keeping, were destroyed by the fire of
1871.
From 1869 to '91 his time was spent chiefly
in Rome.
During his several visits to Europe he
standard

liolds good,

painted the portraits of a large number of royal
personages, including Louis Phillippe of France,
as also, in this country, the portraits of Presidents

and other distinguished persons. One of his historical pictures was
"Webster Replying to
Hayne," in which 150 figures are introduced. A
few years before liis death, Mr. Healy donated a
large number of his pictures to the Newberry
Library of Chicago. He died in Chicago, June
34, 1894.

HEATON, WiUiam Weed,

lawyer and jurist,
Oneida County, N. Y.,
After completing his academic
studies he engaged, for a short time, in teaching,
but soon began the study of law, and, in 1838,
was admitted to the bar at Terre Haute, Ind. In
1840 he removed to Dixon, III, where he resided
until his death.
In 1861 he was elected Judge of
the Circuit Court for the Twenty-second Circuit,
and occupied a seat upon the bench, through
repeated re-elections, until his death, which
occurred Dec. 36, 1877, while serving as a member of the Appellate Court for tlie First District.
HECKER, Friedrich Karl Franz, German patriot and soldier, was born at Baden, Germany,
Sept. 38, 1811.
He attained eminence in his
native country as a lawyer and politician was a
member of the Baden Assemblj'of 1843 and a
leader in the Diet of 1846-47, but, in 1848, was
forced, with many of his compatriots, to find a
refuge in the United States. In 1849 he settled
as a farmer at Summerfield, in St. Clair County,
111.
He took a deep interest in politics and, being
earnestly opposed to slavery, ultimately joined
the Republican party, and took an active part in
the campaigns of 1856 and "60. In 1861 he was
commissioned Colonel of the Twenty-fourth Illinois Volunteers, and was later transferred to tlie
command of the Eighty-second. He was a brave
soldier, and actively participated in the battles
In
of Missionary Ridge and Chancellorsville.
1864 he resigned his commission and returned to
Died, at St. Louis,
his farm in St. Clair County.

was born
April

18,

at Western,

1814.

;

Mo.,

March

34, 1881.

HEDDING COLLEGE,

an institution incorpo-

rated in 1875 and conducted under the auspices of

the Methodist Episcopal Church, at Abingdon,
Knox County, 111. has a faculty of seventeen
instructors, and reports (1895-96), 403 students,
The
of whom 312 were male and 181 female.
branches taught include the sciences, the classics,
music, fine arts, oratory and preparatory courses.
;

The institution has funds and endowment
amounting to $55,000, and property valued at
1158,000.
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HEMPSTEAD,

Charles S., pioneer lawyer and
first Mayor of Galena, was born at Hebron, Tolland County, Conn., Sept. 10, 1794 the .son of
Stephen Hempstead, a patriot of the Revolution.
In 1809 he came west in company with a brother,
descending the Oliio River in a canoe from Mari-

—

etta to

Shawneetown. and making

his

way across

the "Illinois Country" on foot to Kaskaskia and
finally to St. Louis, where he joined another
brother (Edward), with whom lie soon began the
study of law. Having been admitted to the bar
in both Missouri Territory and Illinois, lie removed to St. Genevieve, where he held the office
of Prosecuting Attorney by appointment of the
Governor, but returned to St. Louis in 1818-19
and later became a member of the Missouri Legislature. In 1829 Mr. Hempstead located at Galena,
111,, which continued to be his home for the remainder of his life, and where he was one of the
earliest and best known lawyers.
The late Minister E. B. Washburne became a clerk in Mr.
Hempstead's law office in 1840, and, in 1845, a
partner. Mr. Hempstead was one of the promoters of the old Chicago & Galena Union Railroad (now a part of the Chicago* Northwestern),
serving upon the first Board of Directors; was
eleoted the first Mayor of Galena in 1841, and, in
the early days of the Civil War, was appointed
by President Lincoln a Paymaster in the Army.
Died, in Galena, Dec. 10, 1874.— Edward (Hemp-

an older brotlier of tlie preceding, already
mentioned, came west in 1804, and, after liolding
various positions at Vincennes. Indiana Territory,
under Gov. 'Williani Henry Harrison, located at
St Louis and became the first Territorial
Delegate in Congress from Missouri Territory
(1811-14).
His death occurred as the result of an
accident, August 10, 1817.— Stephen (Hempstead), another member of this historic family,
Avas Governor of Iowa from 18.50 to '54.
Died.
stead),

Feb.

10, 1883.

HEXDERSOX, Thomas

J.,

ex-Congressman,

was born at Brownsville, Tenu., Nov. 19, 1824;
came to Illinois in 1837, and was reared upon a
farm, but received an academic education. In
1847 he was elected Clerk of the County Commissioners' Court of Stark County, and, in 1849,

Clerk of the County Court of the same county,
serving in that capacitj' for four years. Mean
while he had studied law and had been admitted
In 1855 and '56 he was a
to the bar in 1852.
member of the lower house of the Legislature,
and State Senator from 1857 to '60. He entered
the Union army, in 1862, as Colonel of the One
Hundred and Twelfth Illinois Volunteers, and
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served until the close of the war, being brevetted
Brigadier-General in January, 1865. He was a

Republican Presidential Elector for the State atwas elected to Congress
from the Seventh Illinois District, serving continuously until March, 1895. His home is at
large in 1868, and, in 1874,

Princeton.

HENDERSON, William

H., politician

and

legis-

was born

in Garrard County, Ky., Nov. 16,
After serving in the War of 1812, he settled
in Tennessee, where he held many positions of
public trust, including that of State Senator. In
1836 he removed to Illinois, and, two years later,
was elected to tlie General Assembly as Reprelator,

1793.

sentative from Bureau and

Putnam

Counties,

being reelected- in 1840, In 1842 he was the
unsuccessful Whig candidate for LieutenantGovernor, being defeated by John Moore. In
1845 he migrated to h)wa, where he died in 1864.
HENDERSON COUNTY, a county comprising
380 square miles of territorj-, located in the western section of the State and bordering on the Mississippi River.
The first settlements were made
about 1827-28* at Yellow Banks, now Oquawka.
Immigration was checked by the Black Hawk
War, but revived after the removal of the Indians
across the Mississippi. The county was set off
from Warren in 1841, with Oquawka as the
county-seat. Population (1880), 10,722; (1890),
9,876.
The soil is fertile, and underlaid by limestone.
The surface is undulating, and well timbered.

HENNEPIN,

tlie

county-.seat

of

Putnam

County, situated on the left bank of the Illinois
River, about twenty-eight miles below Ottawa.
100 miles southwest of Chicago, and three miles
southeast of Bureau Junction. It has a court
house, a bank, three churches, a graded school
and a weekly newspaper office. It is a prominent
shipping point for produce by the river. Tlie
Hennepin Canal, now in process of construction
from the Illinois River to the Mississippi at the
mouth of Rock River, leaves the Illinois about
two miles above Hennepin. Population (1880),
623; (1890). 574.

HENNEPIN,

Louis, a Franciscan (Recollect)
at Atli, Belgium, about
After several years of clerical .service in
Belgium and Holland, he was ordered (1675) by
his ecclesiastical superiors to proceed to Canada.
In 1679 he ai-companied La Salle on his explo
rations of the great lakes and the upper Jlississippi.
Having reached the Illinois by way of
Lake Michigan, early in the following year ( 1680
La Salle proceeded to construct a fort on the east
friar

and explorer, born

1640.

)

—
;;

HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.

230

River, a little below the
present site of Peoria, which afterwards received
In February.
the name of Fort Creve-Coeur.
1680, Father Hennepin was dispatched by La
Salle, with two companions, by way of the
mouth of the Illinois, to explore the upper Mississippi.
Ascending the latter stream, his party
was captured by the Sioux and carried to the
side

of

the

Illinois

among

the Minnesota lakes,
During his captivity he
St. Anthony, wliich he
named. After his rescue Hennepin returned to
Quebec, and thence sailed to France. There he

villages of that tribe

tlie

going South, he died at

lungs, and,

Orleans,

March

4,

one of the middle tier of
counties of Northern Illinois, near the western
border of the State, having an area of 830 square
miles,
named for Patrick Henry. The American pioneer of the region was Dr. Baker, who
located in 1835 on what afterwards became tlie

—

town of Colona.

During the two years following

but finally rescued.

several colonies from

discovered the Falls of

different

published a work describing La Salle's first
expedition and his own explorations. Althougli
egotistical

and necessarily

was a valuable contribution

incorrect, this
to history.

work

Because

of ecclesiastical insubordination he left France
In 1697 he published an extraordi
for Holland.

nary volume, in which he set forth claims as a
discoverer which have been wholly discrediteil.
His third and last work, published at Utrecht, in
1698, was entitled a "New Voyage in a Country
Larger than Europe." It was a compilation
describing La Salle's voyage to the mouth of the
Mississippi.
His three works have been transHe
lated into twenty-four different languages.
died, at Utrecht, between 1702 and 1705.
HENNEPIX CANAL. (See IlUnuix & .Vm-iV
sippi Canal.)

HENBY, a city in Marshall County, situated on
the west bank of the Illinois River and on the
Peoria branch of the Chicago, Rock Island &
Pacific Railway, 33 miles north-northeast of
Peoria.
There is a combination bridge, lock
and dam across the river at tliis point. It has
grain elevators, flour mills, a wind-mill facbank, eight churches and two
one
monthly publication.
It is also the seat of Marshall College,
Population (1880), 1,728;
founded in 18.55.
tory, a national

newspapers,

besides

(1890), 1,512.

HEJf RY, James D., pioneer and soldier, was born
in Pennsylvania,

came to

Illinois in 1822, locating

at Edwardsville, where, being of limited education, he labored as a mechanic during the day
and attended school at night; engaged in mer-

chandising, removed to Springfield in 1826, and
was soon after elected Sheriff served in the Winnebago War (1827) as Adjutant, and, in the
Black Hawk War (1831-32) as Lieutenant-Colonel
;

finally being placed in command of
a brigade at the battle of Wisconsin and the Bad
Axe, his success in both winning for him great
popularity.
His exposures brought on disease of

and Colonel,

New

1834.

HENRY COUNTY,

points

tlie eastern States settled at
(Geneseo, Wethersfield, etc.;.

The act creating it was passed in 1825, though
organization was not completed until 1837. The
first county court was held at Daj'ton.
Subsequent county-seats have been Richmond (1837)
Geneseo (1840); Morristown (1842); and Cam.

bridge (1843).

Population (1870), 36,597; (1890),

33,338.

HERNDON,
'"Long Nine"
of 1836-37,

Archer

G.,

members

was born

one of the celebrated

of the General

Assembly

in Culpepper County, Va.,

youth in Green County,
Ky., came to Madison County, 111., 1820, and to
Sangamon in 1821, becoming a citizen of Springfield in 1825, where he engaged in mercantile
Feb.

1795; spent his

13,

business; served eight years in the State Senate
(1834-42), and as Receiver of the Land Office
1842-49.
Died, Jan. 3, 1867. Mr. Herndon was
the father of William H. Herndon, the law partner of Abraham Lincoln.
HERNDON, WlUiam H,, lawyer, was born at
Greensburg, Ky., Dec. 25, 1818; brought to Illiliis father, Archer G. Herndon, in 1820,
and to Sangamon County in 1821 entered Illinois
College in 1836, but remained only one year on

nois by

;

account of his father's hostility to the supposed
abolition influences prevailing at that institution

spent several years as clerk in a store at Springfield, studied law two years with the firm of Lincoln & Logan (1842-44), was admitted to the bar
and became the partner of Mr. Lincoln, so continuing vintil the election of the latter to the
Presidency.
Mr. Herndon was a radical oppo-

nent of slavery and labored zealously to promote
the advancement of his distinguished partner.
The offices he held were tliose of City Attorney,
Mayor and Bank Commissioner under three Governors.
Some years before his death he wrote,
and, in conjunction with Jesse W. Weik, published
a Life of Abraham Lincoln in three volumes
afterwards revised and issued in a two-volume
edition by the Messrs. Appleton, New York.
Died, near Springfield,

March

18. 1891.

HERRINGTON, Augustus M.,
tician,

was born

lawyer and

poli-

at or near Meadville, Pa., in 1823;
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was brought by his fatlier
to Chicago, tlie family removing two years later
(1835) to Geneva. Kane County, where the elder
Herringtou opened the first store. Augustus was

cinnati.

admitted to tlie bar in 1844 obtained great prominence as a Democratic politician, serving as

brick.
In 1860 he was elected Sheriff of Cook
County, as a Republican. In 1862 he purchased
an interest in "The Chicago Staats Zeitung,"
and in 1867 became sole proprietor. In 1871 he
admitted his son, Washington Hesing, to a partnership, installing him as general manager.
Died, in Chicago, March 31, 1895.— Washington
(Hesing), son of the preceding, was born in Cincinnati, Ohio, May 14, 1849, educated at Chicago
and Yale College, graduating from the latter in

when

ten years of age

;

Presidential Elector

for

the

Stateat-large

in

1856, and as a delegate to Democratic National
Conventions in 1860. "64, "68, '76 and "80, and was
almost invariably a member of the State ConvenHe
tions of his party during the same period.

also served for

Chicago
neva.

&

many

years as Solicitor of the
Died, at Ge-

Northwestern Railroad.

Kane County. August

14.

1883.

James

(Herrington), brother of the preceding, was liorn
Mercer County, Pa.. June 6, 1824; came to
Chicago in 1833, but. two years later, was taken
by his parents to Geneva, Kane County. In 1843
he was apprenticed to the printing business on
in

the old "Chicago Democrat" (John Wentworth,
when lie returned
where he engaged in farming, being

publisher), remaining until 1848.
to Geneva,

two with a local
paper.
In 1849 he was elected County Clerk, remaining in office eight years; also served three
terms on the Board of Supervisors, later serving

also connected for a year or

continuously in the lower branch of the General
Assembly from 1872 to 1886. He was also a member of the State Board of Agriculture and a frequent delegate to Democratic State Conventions.
Died. July 7. 1890.— James Herrington, Sr.,
fatlier of the two preceding, was a Representative
in the Fifteenth General Assembly (1846-48) for
the District embracing the counties of Kane,
McHenry, Boone and De Kalb.
HERTZ, Henry L., ex-State Treasurer, was
born at Copenhagen. Denmark, in 1847; graduated from the University of Copenhagen in 1866,
and after pursuing the study of medicine for two
After
years, emigrated to this country in 1869.
various experiences in selling sewing-machines.
as bank-clerk, and as a farm-hand, in 1876 Mr.
Hertz was employed in the Recorder's office of
Cook County; in 1878 was record-writer in the

Criminal Court Clerk's office in 1884 was elected
Coroner of Cook County, and re-elected in 1888.
In 1892. as Republican candidate for State Treasurer, he was defeated, but. in 1896, again a
candidate for the same office, was elected by a
majority of 115,000. serving until 1899. He is
now a resident of Chicago.
HESIXG, Antone Caspar, journalist and politician, was born in Prussia in 1823; left an orphan at
the age of 15, he soon after emigrated to America,
landing at Baltimore and going thence to Cin^
;

1840 to 1842 he

worked

in

a gro-

cery store in Cincinnati, and later opened a small
hotel.
In 1854 he removed to Chicago, where he
was for a time engaged in the manufacture of

After a year spent in study abroad, he
187J).
returned to Chicago and began work upon "The
Staats Zeitung. " later becoming managing editor,
and finally editor-in-chief. While yet a young
man he was made a member of the Chicago
Board of Education, but declined to serve a
second term. In 1872 he entered actively into
politics, making speeches in both English and
German in support of General Grant's Presidential candidacy.
Later ho affiliated with the

Democratic party, as did his father, and, in 1893,
was an unsuccessful candidate for the Democratic
nomination for the Chicago mayoralty, being
defeated by Carter H. Harrison. In December,
1893, he was appointed by President Cleveland
Postmaster of the city of Chicago, serving four
years.
His administration was characterized by
a high degree of efficiency and many improvements in the service were adopted, one of the
most important being the introduction of postal
cars on the street-railroads for the collection of
mail matter. In April, 1897, he became an Independent candidate for Mayor, but was defeated
by Carter H. Harrison, the regular Democratic
nominee. Died. Dec. 18. 1897.
HETWORTH, a village of McLean County, on
the Illinois Central Railway, 10 miles south of
Bloomington. The place has a bank and a newsPopulation (1880). 560; (1890), 566.
Nash, lawyer, was bom at
Windsor County, Vt., Nov. 7, 1824, his
early life being spent upon a farm and in attendance upon the common schools. After a short
term in an academy at Randolph, Vt. at the age
of 18 he began the study of law at Rutland—-also
fitting himself for college with a private tutor.
Later, having obtained means by teaching, he
took a course in Castleton Academy and Ver
mont University, graduating from the latter in
1850.
Then, having spent some years in teaching, he entered tbe Dane Law School at Harvard,
paper.

HIBBARD, Homer

Bethel,

,

;
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later continuing his studies at Burlington
finally, in

the

fall

and

of 1853, removing to Chicago.

Here he opened a law

office in

his old classmate, the late

connection with

Judge John A. Jameremoved to

son, but early in the following year

where he subsequently served as City
Attorney, Master in Chancery and President of
the City School Board. Returning to Chicago in
1860, he became a member of the law firm of
Cornell, Jameson & Hibbard, and still later the
head of the firm of Hibbard, Rich & Noble. In
1870 he was appointed by Judge Drummond
Register in Bankruptcy for the Chicago District,
serving during the life of the law. He was also,
for some time, a Director of the National B^nk
of Illinois, and Vice-President of the American
Insurance Company. Died, Nov. 14, 1897.

Freeport,

HICKS, Stephen

(J.,

three wars, vs'as born
Feb. 22, 1807— the son
seven soldiers killed at
Leaving
Jan. 8, 1815.

in

of

lawyer and soldier of
Jackson County, Ga.,
John Hicks, one of tlie

the battle of New Orleans,
the roof of a step-father

an early age, he found his way to Illinois,
working for a time in the lead mines near Galena,
and later at the carpenter's trade with an uncle
served as a Sergeant in the Black Hawk War,
finally locating in Jefferson County, where he
studied law and was admitted to the bar. Here
he was elected to the lower branch of the Twelfth
General Assembly (1840) and re-elected successively to the Thirteenth and Fourteenth.
Early
in the Mexican War (1846) he recruited a company for the Tliird Regiment, of which he was
chosen Captain, a year later becoming Lieutenant-Colonel of the Sixth. At the beginning of
the Civil War Colonel Hicks was practicing his
profession at
Salem, Marion
County.
He
promptly raised a company which became a part
of the Fortieth Regiment Volunteer Infantry, of
which he was commissioned Colonel. The regiment saw active service in the campaign in Westat

ern Tennessee, including the battle of

Shiloh,

where Colonel Hicks was dangerously wounded
through the lungs, only recovering after eome
months in hospital and at his home. He rejoined
his regiment in July following, but found himself compelled to accept an honorable discharge,
a few months later, on account of disability.
Having finally recovered, he was restored to his
old command, and served to the close of the war.
In October, 1863, he was placed in command at
Paducah, Ky., %vhere he remained eighteen
months, after which he was transferred to Columbus, Ky.
While in command at Paducah, the
place was desperately assaulted by the rebel

Colonel Forrest, but successfully defended, the
rebel assailants sustaining a loss of some 1,200

and wovinded. After the war Colonel
Hicks returned to Salem, where he died, Dec. 14,
1869, and was buried, in accordance with his
Born
request, in the folds of the American flag.
on Washington's birthday, it is a somewhat
curious coincidence that the death of this brave
soldier should have occurred on the anniversary
of that of the "Father of His Country."
HIUBEE, Chauncey L., lawyer and Judge, was
born in Clermont County, Ohio, Sept. 7, 1821,
and settled in Pike County, lU., in 1844. He
early took an interest in politics, being elected to
the lower house of the Legislature in 1854, and
two }'ears later to the State Senate. In 1861 he
was elected Judge of the Fifth Circuit Court, and
killed

was

re-elected in 1867.

and

'73,

In 1877, and

'79.

again in '79, he was assigned to the bench of the
Appellate Court. Died, at Pittsfield, Dec. 7, 1884.
HIGGINS, Tan Hollis, lawyer, was born in
Genessee County, N. Y., and received his early
education at Auburn and Seneca Falls came to
Chicago in 1837 and, after spending some time as
clerk in his brother's store, taught some months
in Vermilion County: then went to St. Louis,
where he spent a year or two as reporter on "The
Missouri Argus," later engaging in commercial
pursuits; in 1842 removed to Iroquois County,
111., where he read law and was admitted to the
bar; in 1845, established himself in practice in
Galena, served two years as City Attorney there,
but returned to Chicago in 1852, where he continued to reside for the remainder of his life. In 1858
he was elected as a Republican Representative in
the Twenty-first General Assembly served several years as Judge of the Chicago City Court,
and was a zealous supporter of the Government
during the War of the Rebellion. Judge Higgins
was successful as a lawyer and business man, and
was connected with a number of important business enterprises, especially in connection with
real-estate operations; was also a member of several local societies of a professional, social and
patriotic character.
Died, at Darien, Wis. April
;

;

,

17, 1898.

HIGGIIVSON, Charles M., civil engineer and
Assistant Railway President, was born in Chicago, July 11, 1846

who

—

t he

son of George M.Higginson,

and engaged
was educated at tlie
Lawrence Scientific School, Cambridge, Mass.,
and entered the engineering department of the
located in Chicago about 1843

in the real-estate business

Burlington

&

;

Missouri River Railroad in 1867,
1875.- He then became the pur-

remaining until
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chasing agent of the Toledo, Peoria & Warsaw
Railroad, but, a j'ear later, returned to Chicago,
and soon after assumed the same position in connection with the Chicago. Burlington & Quincy.
being transferred to the Auditorship of the
latter road in 1879.
Later, lie became assistant
to President Ripley of the Atchison, Topeka &
Santa Fe Line, where he remained until his
tieath, which occurred at Riverside, 111., May 6,
1899.
Mr. Higginson was, for several years,
President of the Chicago Academy of Sciences,
and a member of the Board of Managers of the
Young Men's Christian Association of Chicago.
HIUH, James L., lawyer and author, was born
at Belleville, Ohio, Oct.
to Wisconsin,

6,

1844; in boyliood

came

and graduated at Wisconsin State

University, at Madison, in 18G4. also serving for

a time as Adjutant of the Furty-niuth Regiment
Wisconsin Volunteers studied law at the Michigan University Law School and, in 18GT, came to
Chicago, where he began practice. He spent the
winter of 1871-73 in Salt Lake City and, in the
absence of the United .States District Attorney,
;

conducted the trial of certain Jlormon leaders for
connection witli the celebrated Mountain Meadow
Massacre, also acting as correspondent of '"The
New York Times,'' his letters being widely
copied.
Returning to Chicago he took a higli
rank in his profession. He was the author of
several volumes, including treatises on "The Law
of Injunctions as administered in the Courts of
England and America, " and " Extraordinary Legal
Remedies, Mandamus, Quo Warranto and Prohibitions," which are accepted as high authority with
the profession. In 1870 he published a revised
edition of Lord Erskine's Works, including all
his legal arguments, together with a memoir of
Died, Oct.

his Hfe.

3,

(among the latter being a Roman CathoSeminary), a hospital, and has two newspapers

schools

—one German.
of the

The early settlers were Germans
most thrifty and enterprising classes. The

surrounding country
(1880),

1,960;

is

(1890),

agricultural.
1,8.57;

(1898),

Population
estimated,

2.400.

HIGHLAND PARK,

an incorporated city of
Lake County, on the Chicago & Northwestern
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a favorite residence and
liealth resort.
It has a large luitel, several
churches, an academy, a ladies' seminary, and
editions of two Waukegan papers are issued
there.
Population (1880), 1,1,54; (1890), 2,Ui3.
HILDRUP, Jesse S., lawyer and legislator,
was born in Middletown, Conn., March 14, 1833 at
is

;

15 removed to the State of New York and afterwards to Harrisburg, Pa. in 18G0 came to Belvidere. 111., where he began tlie practice of law,
also serving as Corporation Trustee and Township
Supervisor, and, during tlie latter years of the
war, as Deputy Provost Marshal. His first important elective office was that of Delegate to the
State Constitutional Convention of 1870, but he
vs-as elected Representative in the General Assembly the same year, and again in 187'3.
While in
the House he took a prominent part in the legis
lation which resulted in the organization of the
Railroad and Warehouse Board. Mr. Hildru))
was also a Republican Presidential Elector in
1808, and United States Marshal for the Northern
District of Illinois from 1877 to 1881.
During
the last few years much of his time has been
;

spent in California for the benefit of the health

some members of his family.
HILL, Charles Augustus, ex Congressman,
was born at Truxton, Cortland County, N. Y.,
August '23, 1833. He acqviired his early education
by dint of hard labor, and much privation. In
18.54 he removed to Illinois,
settling in Will
of

County,

where, for several years, he taught
he had done while in New York.
Meanwhile he read law. his last instructor being
Hon. H. C. Newcomb, of Indianapolis, where he
was admitted to the bar. He returned to Will
County in 1860, and, in 1862, enlisted in the
school, as

Eighth

1898.

HIGHLAND, a city in the southeastern part of
Madison County, founded in 1836 and located on
the Vandalia line, 82 miles east of St. Louis. Its
manufacturing industries include a milk-condensing creameiy, flour and planing mills, brewIt contains several churches and
eries, etc.
lic

Lake Michigan, and

Illinois

Cavalry,

battle of Antietam.

participating in the
Later he was commissioned

First Lieutenant in the First

ment

of Colored Troops, with

United States Regiwhich he remained

until the close of the war, rising to the rank of
Captain. In 1865 he returned to Joliet and to the

In 1868 he was elected
State's Attorney for the district comprising Will
practice of his profession.

and Grundy Counties, but declined a renomination.
In 1888 he was the successful Republican
candidate for Congress from the Eighth Illinois
District, but was defeated for re-election in isim
by Lewis Steward. Democrat.
HILLSBORO, an incorporated city, the countyseat of Montgomery County, on the Cleveland.

Railroad,

Cincinnati, Chicago & .St. Louis Railway. (7
miles northeast of St. Louis.
Its manufactures

It

are

'23 miles north-northwest of Chicago.
has a salubrious site on a blulf 100 feet above

flour,

brick and

tile,

carriages and harness.

;
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and woolen goods. It has a high
Tlie
school, banks and two weekly newspapers.
surrounding region is agricultural, though considerable coal is mined in the vicinity. Popula-

that State during the next five years, in 1839
came to Chicago, becoming one of the most
influential factors in the Methodist denomination

tion (18S0),

1860 he

furniture

2,8r.8;

HINCKLEY, a

(1890), 2,500.

village of

De Kalb County, on

the Rockford Division of the Chicago, Burlington
& Quincy Railroad, 18 miles west of Aurora. It
is a rich agricultural and dairying region
also
has grain elevators and brick and tile works.
Population (1890), 496.
HIjVRICHSEN, William H., ex -Secretary of
State and e.x-Congressman, was born at Franklin,
Morgan County, 111., May 27, 1850; educated at
the University of Illinois, spent foui- years in the
office of his father, who was stock-agent of tlie
Wabash Railroad, and six years (1874-80) as
Deputy Sheriff of Morgan County; then went
into the newspaper business, editing the Jacksonville "Evening Courier," until 1886, after which
he was connected with "The Quinc}^ Herald," to
1890, when he returned to Jacksonville and resumed his place on 'Tlie Courier.
He was Clerk
of the House of Representatives in 1891, and
elected Secretary of State in 1893. serving until
January, 1897. Mr. Hinrichsen has been a member of the Democratic State Central Committee
since 1890, and was Chairman of that body during 1894-96. In 1896 Mr. Hinriclisen was the
nominee of his party for Congress in the Sixteenth District and was elected by over 6,000
majority, but failed to secure a renomination in
;

'

'

'

1898.

HINSDALE, a village in Du Page County, on
the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad, 17
miles west-southwest of Chicago. It has four
churches, a graded school, an academy and three
weekly newspapers. It is a popular suburban
residence for Chicago business men. Population
(1880), 819; (1890),

1,.584.

HITCHCOCK, Charles, lawyer, was born at
Hanson. Plymouth County, Mass., April 4, 1827;
studied at Dartmouth College and at Harvard
Law School, and was admitted to the bar in 1854,
soon afterward establishing himself for the pracIn 1869 Mr.
Hitchcock was elected to the State Constitutional
Convention, which was the only important public office that he held, though his capacity was
recognized by his election to the Presidency of
tice of his profession in Chicago.

that body.

Died,

May

6,

1881.

HITCHCOCK, Luke, clergyman, was born
April 13, 1813, at Lebanon, N. Y., entered the
ministry of the Methodist Episcopal Church in
1834, and, after supplying various charges in

in Northern

Illinois.

Between that date and

was identified, as regular pastor or Presiding Elder, with churches at Dixon, Ottawa,
Belvidere, Rockford, Mount Morris, St. Charles
and Chicago (the old Clark Street church), with
two years" service (1841-43) as agent of Rock
River Seminary at Mount Morris his itinerant

—

labors being interrupted at

two

or three periods

by ill-health, compelling him to assume a superannuated relation. From 1853 to '80, inclusive,
he was a delegate everj' four j-ears to the General
Conference. In 1860 he was appointed Agent of
the Western Book Concern, and, as the junior
representative, was placed in charge of the
depository at Cliicago^in 1868 becoming the
Senior Agent, and so remaining until 1880. His
subsequent service included two terms as Presiding Elder for the Dixon and Chicago Districts
the position of Superintendent of the Chicago

Home Missionary and Church Extension Society
Superintendent of the Wesley Hospital (which he
assisted to organize), his last position being that
of Corresponding Secretary of the Superannuates" Relief Association.

He

Avas also influential

a church paper
Chicago and the founding of the Northwestern
University and Garrett Biblical Institute. Died,
while on a visit to a daughter at East Orange,
X. J., Nov. 12, 1898.
HITT, Daniel F., civil engineer and soldier,
was born in Bourbon Comity, Ky., June 13, 1810
the son of a ilethodist preacher who freed his
In
slaves and removed to Urbana, Ohio, in 1814.
1839 the son began the study of engineering and,
removing to Illinois the fo [lowing year, was appointed Assistant Engineer on the Illinois &
Michigan Canal, later being employed in surveying some sixteen years.
Being stationed at
Prairie du Chien at the time of the Black Hawk
War (1832), he was attached to the Stephenson
Rangers for a year, but at the end of that period
resumed surveying and, having settled in La
Salle County, became the first Surveyor of that

in securing the establishment of
in

—

In 1861 he joined Colonel Cushman, of
Ottawa, in the organization of the Fifty-third
was mustered into the service
in March, 1863, and commissioned its LieutenantColonel.
The regiment took part in various
battles, including those of Shiloh, Corinth and
La Grange, Tenn. In the latter Colonel Hitt
received an injury bj' being thrown from his
horse which compelled his resignation and from
county.

Illinois Volunteers,
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he never fully reoovered. Retiirning to
Ottawa, he continued to reside there until lii.s
Colonel Hitt was father of
death, May 11, 1899,
Andrew J. Hitt, General Superintendent of the
Chicago, Rock Island «S: Pacific Railroad, and
uncle of Congressman Robert R. Hitt of Mount
Originally a Democrat, he allied himself
Morris.
with the Republican party on the breaking out
of the Civil War. He was a thirty-seconci degree
Mason and prominent in Grand Army circles.
HITT, Isaac R., real-estate operator, was born
at Boonsboro, Md., June 2, 1828; in 184o entered
the freshman class at Asburv University, Ind.,
graduating in 1849. Then, removing to Ottawa.
111., he was engaged for a time in farming, but,
in 18.52, entered into the forwarding and commission business at La Salle. Having meanwhile
devoted some attention to real-estate law, in 18.')3
he began buying and selling real estate while
continuing his farming operations, adding thereto
coal-mining. In May, 1856, he was a delegate
from La Salle County to the State Convention at
Bloomington which resulted in the organization
of the Republican party in Illinois. Removing
to Chicago in 1860, he engaged in the real-estate
business there in 1862 was appointed on a committee of citizens to look after the interests of
wounded Illinois soldiers after the battle of Fort
Donelson, in that capacity visiting hospitals at
DurCairo, Evansville, Paducah and Xashville.
ing the war he engaged to .some extent in the
business of prosecuting soldiers' claims. Mr.
Hitt has been a member of both the Chicago and
the National Academy of Sciences, and, in 1869,
was appointed by Governor Palmer on the Commission to lay out the park system of Chicago.
Since 1871 he has resided at Evanston, where he
aided in the erection of the Woman's College in
connection with the Northwestern University.
In 1876 he was appointed by the Governor agent
to prosecute the claims of the State for swamp
lands within its limits, and has given much of
wliicli

;

his attention to that business since.

HITT, Robert Roberts, Congressman, was born
When he was

at Urbana, Ohio, Jan. 16. 1834.

three years old his parents removed to Illinois,
His education was
settling in Ogle County.
accjuired at

Rock River Seminary (now Mount

Morris College), and at De Pauw Universitj', Ind.
In 1858 Mr. Hitt was one of the reporters who
reported the celebrated debate of that year
between Lincoln and Douglas. From December,
1874, until March, '81. he was connected with the
United States embassy at Paris, serving as First
Secretary of Legation and Charge d" Affaires ad

interim.
He was A.ssistant Secretary of State in
1881, but resigned the post in 1882, having been
elected to Congress from the Sixth Illinois District to

fill

of R. M. A.

the vacancy occasioned by the death
Hawk. By eight successive re-elec-

tions he has represented the District continuously
since, his career being conspicuous for long serv-

In that time he has taken an imjwrtaut
part in the deliberations of the House, serving as
Chairman of many important committees, notice.

ably that on Foreign Affairs, of which he has
been Chairman for several terms, and for which
In
his diplomatic experience well (|ualities him.
1898 he was appointed by President McKinley a
of the Committee to visit Hawaii and
upon a form of government for that por-

member
report

tion of the newlj' acquired national domain.

Mr.

Hitt was strongly supported as a candidate for
the United States Senate in 1895, and favorably
considered for the position of Minister to England after the retirement of Secretary Day in
1898.

HOBART, Horace

R,, was born in Wisconsin
graduated at Beloit College and, after a
newspaper work, enlisted, in
1861, in the First Wisconsin Cavalry and was
assigned to duty as Battalion Quartermaster.
Being wounded at Helena, Ark., he was compelled to resign, but afterwards served as Deputy
Provost Marshal of the Second Wisconsin District.
In 1866 he re-entered newspaj>er work as
reporter on "The Chicago Tribune," and later
was associated, as city editor, with "The Chicago
Evening Post" and "Evening Mail"; later was
editor of "The Jacksonville Daily Journal" and
"The Chicago Morning Courier," also being, for
in 1839

:

brief experience in

some years from 1869, Western Manager of the
American Press Association. In 1876, Mr. Hobart
became one of the editors of "The Railway Age"
(Cliicago), with which he remained until the
(dose of the year 1898,

when he

retired to give his

attention to real-estate matters.

HOFFMAN,

Francis A., Lieutenant-Governor
(1861-65), was born at Herford, Prussia, in 1822,
and emigrated to America in 1839, reaching Chicago the same year. There he became a boot-black in
a leading hotel, but within a month was teaching
a small German school at Dunkley's Grove (now
Addison), Du Page Coimty, and later officiating
In 1847 he represented
as a Lutheran minister.
that county in the River and Harbor Convention
In 1852 he removed to Chicago, and,
at Chicago.
the following year, entered the City Council.
Later, he embarked in the real-estate business,
and, in 1854, opened a banking house, but was

;
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forced to assign in 1861. He early became a
recognized anti-slavery leader and a contributor
to tile German press, and, in 18.56, was nominated
for Lieutenant-Governor on the first Republican

a speaker of Unusual eloquence

State ticket with William H. Bissell, but was
found ineligible by reason of his short residence

Louis," and a "History of Methodism."

and withdrew, giving place
John Wood of Quincy. In 1860 he was again
nominated, and having in the meantime become
eligible, was elected.
In 1864 he was a Republican candidate for Presidential Elector, and
He
assisted in Mr. Lincoln's second election.
was at one time Foreign Land Commissioner for
the Illinois Central Railroad, and acted as Consul
For a
at Chicago for several German States.
number of years past Mr. Hoffman has been
editor of an agricultural paper in Southern
Wisconsin.
HOGAN, John, clergyman and early politician,
was born in the city of Mallow, County of Cork,
Ireland, Jan. 2, 180.5; brought in childhood to
Baltimore, Md. and having been left an orphan at
eight years of age, learned the trade of a shoemaker. In 1826 he became an itinerant Methodist preacher, and, coming west the same year,
preached at various points in Indiana, Illinois
and Missouri. In 1830 he was married to Miss
Mary Mitchell West, of Belleville. 111., and soon
after, having retired from the itinerancy, engaged
in mercantile business at Edwardsville and Alton.
In 1836 he was elected Representative in the
Tenth General Assembly from Madison County,
two years later was appointed a Commissioner of
Public Works and, being re-elected in 1840, was
made President of the Board in 1841 was appointed by President Harrison Register of the
Land Office at Dixon, where he remained until
1845.
During the anti-slavery excitement which
attended the assassination of Elijah P. Lovejoy
in 1837, he was a resident of Alton and was regarded by the friends of Lovejoy as favoring the
pro slavery faction. After retiring from the
Land Office at Dixon, he removed to St. Louis,
where he engaged in the wholesale grocery busiIn his early political life he was a Whig,
ness.
but later co-operated with tlie Democratic party
in 1857 he was appointed by President Buchanan
Postmaster of the city of St. Louis, serving until
the accession of Lincoln in 1861 in 1864 was
elected as a Democrat to the Thirty-ninth Congress, .serving two years.
He was also a delegate
to the National Union (Democratic) Convention
at Philadelphia in 1866.
After his retirement
from the Methodist itinerancy he continued to
officiate as a "local" preacher and was esteemed

in the United States,
to

,

;

;

death occurred, Feb.

5,

souri, "

and

ability.

'

"Commerce and Manufactures

HOGE, Joseph

His

He is author of sev'The Resources of Mis-

1892.

eral volumes, including

of

St.

was born in
Ohio early in the century and came to Galena,
in 1836, where he attained prominence as a
111.
lawyer. In 1843 he was elected Representative
in Congress, as claimed at the time by the aid of
P., Congressman,

,

the Mormon vote at Nauvoo, serving one term.
In 1853 he went to San Francisco, Cal. and became a Judge in that State, dying a few years
since at the age of over 80 years.
He is represented to have been a man of much ability and a
graceful and eloquent orator. Mr. Hoge was a
son-in-law of Thomas C. Browne, one of the Justices of the first Supreme Court of Illinois who
held office until 1848.
HOLLISTER, fDr.) John Hamilton, physician, was born at Riga, N. Y., in 1824; was
brought to Romeo, Mich., by his parents in infancy, but his father having died, at the age of 17
went to Rochester, N. Y., to be educated, finally
graduating in medicine at Berkshire College,
,

Mass., in 1847,

and beginning practice at

Otisco,

Mich. Two years later he removed to Grand
Rapids and, in 1855, to Chicago, where he held,
for a time, the position of demonstrator of anatomy in Rush Medical College, and, in 1856, became one of the founders of the Chicago Medical
College, in which he has held various chairs.
He
also served as Surgeon of Mercy Hospital and
was, for twenty years. Clinical Professor in the
same institution; was President of the State
Medical Society, and, for twenty years, its Treasurer.
Other positions held by him have been
those of Trustee of the American Medical Association and editor of its journal. President of the
Young Men's Christian Association and of the
Chicago Congregational Club. He has also been
prominent in Sunday School and church work in
connection with the Armour Mission, with which
he has been associated for manv 3'ears.

HOME FOR JUVENILE OFFEIVDERS,
MALE). The establishment of this
was authorized by act of June 22,

(FE-

institution

which
erection and
1893,

appropriated §75,000 towards its
maintenance, not more than §15,000 to be expended for a site. (See also State Guardians for
Girls.)
It is designed to receive girls between the
ages of 10 and 16 committed thereto by any court
of record upon conviction of a misdemeanor, the
term of commitment not to be less than one
year, or to exceed minority.
Justices of the

»
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send girls for a term not
less than three months.
The act of incorporatii )ii
provides for a commutation of sentence to be
earned by good conduct and a prolongation of
the sentence by bad behavior. The Trustees are
empowered, in tlieir discretion, either to apprentice the girls or to adopt them out during their
minority. Temporary quarters were furnished
for the Home during tlie tirst two years of its

towns of England, Scotland and Ireland, and to
some of the chief cities on the continent returned to America five years later, and subse
quently managed houses iu San Francisco,
Philadelphia, Brooklyn and New York, finally
locating in Chicago in 1869, where he remained
his theater becoming one of
the rest of his life.
the most widely known and popular in the city.

existence in Chicago, Imt permanent buildings

Died, ,Sept.

for the institution have been erected on tlie
banks of Fox River, near Geneva, in Kane County.
HOMER, a town in Champaign County, on the
Wabash Railway, 20 miles west-southwest from
Danville and about 18 miles east-soutlieast from
Champaign. It supports a flouring mill and a

HOOPESTON, a prosperous city in Vermilion
County, at the intersection of the Chicago, Danville & Vincennes Railroad, and the Bloomington
Division of the Wabash Railway, 104 miles south
of Chicago.
It has grain elevators, brick and tile
works, carriage and machine shops, and a canning factor}', besides banks and one daily and two
weekly newspapers. There are also a number of
churches, a high school and a business college.
Population (1880), 1,272; (1890), 1,911.
HOPKINS, Albert J., Congressman, was born
in De Kalb County, 111.. August 15, 1846.
After
graduating from Hillsdale College, Mich., in 1870,
he studied law and began practice at Aurora.
He rapidly attained prominence at the bar, and,
in 1872, was elected State's Attorney for Kane
County, serving in that capacity for four years.
He is an ardent Republican and high in the
party's councils, having been Chairman of the
State Central Committee from 1878 to 1880, and a
Presidential Elector on the Blaine & Logan
ticket in 1884.
The .same year he was elected to
the Forty-ninth Congress from the Fifth District
(now the Eighth) and has been continuously reelected ever since, receiving a clear majority in
1898 of more than 18,000 votes over two competitors.
At present (1898) he is Chairman of the
Select House Committee on Census and a member
of the Committees on Ways and Means, and Merchant Marine and Fisheries. In 1896 he was
strongly supported for the Republican nomination for Governor.
HOUGHTON, Horace Hocking, pioneer printer
and journalist, was born at Springfield, Vt Oct.
26, 1806, spent his youth on a farm, and at eighteen began learning the printer's trade in the office
of "The Woodstock Overseer" on arriving at his
majority became a journeyman printer and, in
1828, went to New York, spending some time in
the employment of the Harper Brothers. After
a brief season spent in Boston, he took charge of

Peace, Iiowever,

factory; also has a bank, several
churches, a seminary and two weekly papers.
is chiefly agricultural.
Population

carriage

The region

(1880). 924; (1890), 917.

HOMESTEAD LAWS.

In general such laws

have been defined to be '"legislation enacted to
secure, to some extent, the enjoyment of a home
and shelter for a family or individual by exempting, under certain conditions, the residence occupied by the family or individual, from liability to
be sold for the payment of the debts of

its

owner,

and by

restricting his rights of free alienation."
In Illinois, this exemption extends to the farm
dwelling
thei-eon of every householder havand

family, and occupied as a residence,
whether owned or possessed under a lease, to the
value of $1,000. The exemption continues after
death, for the benefit of decedent's wife or husband occupying the homestead, and also of the
children, if any, until the youngest attain the
age of 21 years. Husband and wife must join in
releasing the exemption, but the property is

ing a

—

always liable for improvements thereon. In 1862
Congress passed an act kno«Ti as the "Homestead

Law"

for the protection of the rights of settlers

on public lands under certain restrictions as to
active occupancy, under which most of that
class of lands since taken for settlement have
been purchased.
HOMEWOOD, a village of Cook County, on the
Central Railway, 23 miles south of ChiPopulation, .'500.
M., theatrical manager,
was born in Ireland, April 13, 1822 at the age of
18 entered the theater as a musician and, four

Illinois

cago.

HOOLEY, Richard

;

years later,

came

to America, .soon after forming

an association with

E. P. Cliristy, the originator

of negro minstrelsy entertainments which went
under his name. In 1848 Mr. Hooley conducted

a

of minstrels through the principal

;

—

8,

1893,

.

;

"Tlie Statesman" at Castleton, Vt., but, in 1834,

again went to New York, taking with him a
device for throwing the printed sheet off the
press, which was afterwards adopted on the
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Adams and Hoe printing presses. His next
move was to Marietta, Ohio, in 1834, thence by
way of Cincinnati and Louisville to St. Louis,
for a time in the office of the old "St.
Republican." He soon after went to
Galena and engaged in lead-mining, but later
became associated with Sylvester M, Bartlett in
the management of "The Northwestern Gazette
and Galena Advertiser," finally becoming sole
In 1842 he sold out the paper, but
proprietor.
resumed his connection with it the following
year, remaining until 1863, when he finally sold
He afterwards spent some time on the
out.
Pacific slope, was for a time American Consul to
the Sandwich Islands, but finally returned to
Galena and, during the later years of his life,
was Postmaster there, dying April 30, 1879.
HOVEY, Charles Edward, educator, soldier
and lawyer, was born in Orange Count}-, Vt.,
April 26, 1827 graduated at Dartmouth College in
1852, and became successively Principal of high
schools at Farmington, Mass., and Peoria, 111.
Later, he assisted in organizing the Illinois State
Normal School at Normal, of which he was
President from 1857 to 1861 being also President

working
Louis

;

—

of the State Teachers' Association (1856), member of the State Board of Education, and, for some
years, editor of

"The

Illinois

Teacher."

In Au-

he assisted in organizing, and was commissioned Colonel of, the Thirty-third Illinois
Volunteers, known as the "Normal" or "SchoolMasters" Regiment,"' from the fact that it was
composed largely of teachers and j'oung meu
from the State colleges. In 1862 he was promoted
to the rank of Brigadier-General and, a few
months later, to brevet Major-General for gallant
and meritorious conduct. Leaving the military
service in May, 1863, he engaged in the practice
Died, in Washingof law in Washington, D. C.
gust, 1861,

He became its Principal
was elected Superintendent

Schools
1891,

tee of

This position he

when he

resigned.

Amherst College

He

year, remaining in office until his death,
Nov. 3, 1894. Mr. Hoyne was an officer of the
Chicago Pioneers and one of the founders of the

same

Union League Club.
HUBBARD, Gurdon Saltonstall, pioneer and
Indian trader, was born at Windsor, Vt., August
His early youth was passed in Canada,
22, 1802.
chiefly in the employ of the American Fur Company. In 1818 he first visited Fort Dearborn, and
for nine years traveled back and forth in the
In 1827, having eminterest of his employers.
barked in business on his own account, he established several trading posts in Illinois, becoming
a resident of Chicago in 1832.

From

this

time

in 1860, and, in

of Chicago City

early railroad enterprises.

ROWLAND, George, educator and author, was
born (of Pilgrim ancestry) at Conway, Mass.,
July 30, 1824. After graduating from Amherst
College in 1850, he devoted two years to teaching
in the public schools, and three years to a tutorship in his Alma Mater, giving instruction in
He began the study
Latin, Greek and French.
of law, but, after a year"s reading, he abandoned
it, removing to Chicago, where he became Assistant Principal of the city"s one high school, in
1880,

of the Illinois State Board of Education,
being President of that body in 1883. As an
author he was of some note; his work being
He published a
chiefly on educational lines.
translation of the ..SIneid adapted to the use of
schools, besides translations of some of Horace's
Odes and portions of the Iliad and Odyssey. He
was also the author of an English grammar.
Died, in Chicago, Oct. 31, 1892.
HOYNE, Philip A., lawyer and United States
Commissioner, was born in New York City, Nov.
20, 1824; came to Chicago in 1841, and, after
spending eleven years alternately in Galena and
Chicago, finally located permanently in Chicago,
in 1852; in 1853 was elected Clerk of the Recorder's Court of Chicago, retaining the position five
years; was admitted to the bar in March, 1856,
and appointed United States Commissioner the

forward he became identified with the history
and development of the State. He served with
distinction during the Black Hawk and Winnebago Wars, was enterprising and public-spirited,
and did much to promote the early development
He was elected to the Legislature
of Chicago.
from Vermilion County in 1832, and, in 1835,
was appointed by Governor Duncan one of the
Commissioners of the Illinois & Michigan Canal.
From the time
Died, at Chicago, Sept. 14, 1886.
he became a citizen of Chicago, for fifty years,
no man was more active or public-spirited
in promoting its commercial development and
He was identified with
general prosperity.
almost every branch of business upon which its
growth as a commercial city depended, from that
of an early Indian trader to that of a real-estate
operator, being manager of one of the largest packing houses of his time, as well as promoter of

ton, Nov. 17, 1897.

1858.

member

filled

until August,

also served as Trus-

for several years,

and as a

A zealous Republican,

he was one of the most earnest supporters of
Abraham Lincoln in the campaign of 1860, was
prominently identified with every local
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maintenance of the Union cause, and, for
held a commission as Captain in the
Eighty-eighth Regiment Illinois Volunteers,
known as the "Second Board of Trade Regiment. "'
for the

a year,

HUGHITT, Marvin, Railway President,
born, August, 1837, and, in 1850, began his

was
rail-

road experience on the Chicago & Alton Railway
as Superintendent of Telegraph and Train-deIn 1862 he entered the service of the
spatcher.
Illinois Central Company in a similar capacity,
occupying
still later
the positions of Assistant
Superintendent and General Superintendent, remaining in the latter from 1865 to 1870, when he
resigned to become Assistant General Manager
of the Chicago. Milwaukee & St. Paul. In 1872
he became associated with the Chicago & Northwestern Railroad, in connection with which he
has held the positions of Superintendent, General
Manager, Second Vice-President and President
the last of which (1899) he still occupies.
HULETT, Alta M., lawyer, was born near
Rockford, 111., June 4, 1854; early learned telegraphy and became a successful operator, but subsequently engaged in teaching and the study of
law. In 1872, having passed the required examination, she applied for admission to the bar, but
was rejected on account of sex. She then, in
conjunction with Mrs. Bradwell and others,
interested herself in securing the passage of an
act by the Legislature giving women the right
that had been denied her, wliich having been
accomplished, she went to Chicago, was admitted

and began
March 27, 1877.

to the bar
fornia,

practice.

Died, in Cali-

HUNT,
Wyoming

Daniel D., legislator, was born in
County, N. Y., Sept. 19, 1835, came to
De Kalb County, 111., in 1857, and has since been
engaged in hotel, mercantile and farming business.
He was elected as a Republican Representative in the Thirty-fifth General Assembly in
Two years later he
1886, and re elected in l.'^HH.

was
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in 1864, and rising from the ranks to a captaincy.
After the close of the war, he studied law, was
admitted to the bar, and, locating at Paris, Edgar
County, soon acquired a large practice. He was
elected State Senator on the Republican ticket in
In 1884 he received the
1876, and again in 1880.
Republican nomination for Attorney-General, and
was renominated in 1888, being elected bntli
times and serving eight years. Among the important questions with which General Hunt had
to deal during his two terms were the celebrated
In the
"anarchist cases" of 1887 and of lSi)i>-92.
former the condemned Chicago anarchists applied
through their counsel to the Supreme Court of
the United States, for a writ of error to the Supreme Court of Illinois to compel the latter to
grant them a new trial, which was refused. The
case, on the part of the State, was conducted ly
General Hunt, while Gen. B. F. Butler of Massachusetts, John Randolph Tucker of Virginia,
Roger A. Pryor of New York, and Jlessrs. W. P.
Black and Solomon of Chicago appeared for the
plaintiffs.
Again, in 1890, Fielden and Schwab,
who had been condemned to life imprisonment,
attempted to secure their release the former by
an application similar to that of 18S7, and the
latter by appeal from a decision of Judge Gresham
of the United States Circuit Court refusing a
writ of habeas corpus. The final hearing of
these cases was had before the Supreme Court of
the United States in .January, 1892, General
Butler again appearing as leading counsel for the
plaintiffs— but with the same result as in 1887.
General Hunt's management of these cases won
for him much deserved commendation l)oth at
1

—

home and

abroad.

HUNTER, Andrew J., was

born in Greencastle,

and removed in infancy by
Edgar County, this State. His
early education was received in the common
schools and at Edgar Academy. He commenced
Ind., Dec.

17, 1831,

his parents, to

elected to the State Senate, re-elected in
and again in 1898 giving him a continuous

his business life as a civil engineer, but, after
three j'ears spent in that profession, began tlie

service in one or the other branch of the General
Assembly of sixteen years. During the session

study of law and was admitted to the bar. He
has since been actively engaged in practice at
Paris, Edgar County.
From 1804 to 1868 he represented that county in the State Senate, and, in
1870, led the Democratic forlorn hope in the Fifteenth Congressional District against General
Jesse H. Moore, and rendered a like service to his
party in 1882, when Joseph G. Cannon was his
Republican antagonist. In 1886 he was elected
Judge of the Edgar County Court, and, in 1890,
was re-elected, but resigned this office in 1892,
having been elected Congressman for the State-

1894,

of 1895, Senator

—

Hunt was

especially active in

the legislation which resulted in the location of
the Northern Illinois Normal Institute at De
Kalb.
HUNT, George, lawyer, and ex-Attorney-General, was born in Knox County, Ohio, in 1841
having lost both parents in childhood, came,
with an uncle, to Edgar County, 111., in 18.55. In
July, 1861, at the age of 20, he enlisted in the
Twelfth Illinois Infantry, re-enlisting as a veteran

;
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He was a candidate for Congress from the Nineteenth District
again in 1896, and was again elected, receiving a
majority of 1,300 over Hon. Benson Wood, his
Republican opponent and immediate predecessor.
HUNTER, (Gen.) David, soldier, was born in
Washington, D. C, July 21, 1802; graduated at
the United States Military Academy in 1822,
and assigned to the Fifth Infantry with the rank
of Second Lieutenant, becoming First Lieutenant
During
in 1828 and Captain of Dragoons in 1833.
this period he twice crossed the plains to the
Rocky Moimtains, but, in 1836, resigned his commission and engaged in business in Chicago,
Re-entering the service as Paymaster in 1842, he
was Chief Paymaster of General Wool's command
in the Mexican War, and was afterwards stationed
at New Orleans, Washington, Detroit, St. Louis
and on the frontier. He was a personal friend of
President Lincoln, whom he accompanied when
the latter set out for Washington in February,
1801, but was disabled at BuflEalo, having his
collar-bone dislocated by the crowd. He was
appointed Colonel of the Sixth United States
Cavalry, May 14, 1861, three days later commissioned Brigadier-General and, in August, made
Major-General. In the Manassas campaign he
commanded the main column of McDowell's
army and was severely wounded at Bull Run
served under Fremont in Missouri and succeeded
him in command in November, 1861, remaining
until March, 1862.
Being transferred to tlie
Department of the South in May following, he
issued an order declaring the persons held as
slaves in Georgia, Florida and South Carolina
free, which order was revoked by President Lincoln ten days later. On account of the steps
taken by him for the organization of colored
troops, Jefferson Davis issued an order declaring
him, in case of capture, subject to execution as
a felon. In May, 1864, he was placed in command of the Department of the West, and, in
1865, served on various courts-martial, being
President of the commission that tried Mr. Lincoln's assassins was brevetted Major-General in
March, 186.5, retired from active service July,
1866, and died in Washington, Feb. 2, 1886.
General Hunter married a daughter of John Kinzie,
the first permanent citizen of Chicago.
HURD, Harvey B., lawyer, was born in Fairfield County, Conn., Feb. 24, 1827.
At the age of
15 he walked to Bridgeport, where he began life
as office-boy in "The Bridgeport Standard," a
at-large on the Democratic ticket.

;

journal of
1844 he

pronounced

came

Whig

proclivities.

In

to Illinois, entering Jubilee College,

came to Chicago in
There he found temporary employment
commencing tlie study of
law, and being admitted to the bar in 1848. A
portion of the present city of Evanston is biiilt
upon a 248-acre tract owned and subdivided by Mr.
but, after a brief attendance,
1846.

as a compositor, later

Hurd and

his

partner.

Always

in

sympathy

with the old school and most radical type of
Abolitionists, he took a deep interest in the Kansas-Missouri troubles of 1856, and became a member of the "National Kansas Committee"
appointed by the Buffalo (N. Y. ) Convention, of
which body he was a member. He was chosen
Secretary of the executive committee, and it is
not too much to say that, largely through his
earnest and poorly requited labors, Kansas was
finally admitted into the Union as a free State.
It was mainly through his efforts that seed for
planting was gratuitously distributed among the
free-soil settlers.
In 1869 he was appointed a
member of the Commission to revise the statutes
of Illinois, a large part of the work devolving
upon him in consequence of the withdrawal of
his colleagues.

The

revision

was completed

in

in conjunction with a Joint Committee of
Revision of both Houses appointed by the Legislature of 1873.
While no statutory revision has
been ordered by subsequent Legislatures, Mr.
Hurd has carried on the same character of work
on independent lines, issuing new editions of the
statutes from time to time, which are regarded as
standard works by the bar. In 1875 he was
nominated by the Republican party for a seat on
the Supreme bench, but was defeated by the late
Judge T. Lyle Dickey. For several years he
filled a chair in the faculty of the Union College
of Law. His home is in Evanston.
1874,

HURLBUT, Stephen A., soldier. Congressman
and Foreign Minister, was born at Charleston,
S. C, Nov. 29, 1815, received a thorough liberal
education, and was admitted to the bar in 1837.
Soon afterwards he removed to Illinois, making
his home at Belvidere.
He was a member of the
Constitutional Convention of 1847, in 1848 was an
unsuccessful candidate for Presidential Elector
on the Whig ticket, but, on the organization of
the Republican party in 1856, promptly identified
himself with that party and was elected to the
lower branch of the General Assembly as a
Republican in 1858 and again in 1860. During
the War of the Rebellion he served with distinction from May, 1861, to July, 1865.
He entered
the service as Brigadier-General, commanding
the Fourth Division of Grant's army at Pittsburg

Landing was made a Major-General
;

in

Septem-
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and

later assigned to the

command

of

the Sixteenth Army Corps, at Memphis, and sulisequently to the command of the Department of
the Gulf (1864-65). After the close of the war he
served another term in the General Assembly
(1867), was chosen Presidential Elector for the
State-at-large in 1868, and. in 1869. was appointed
by President Grant Minister Resident to the
United States of Colombia, serving until 1872.
The latter year he was elected Representative to
Congress, and re-elected two years later. In
1876 he was a candidate for re-election as an
independent Republican, but was defeated by
William Lathrop, the regular nominee. In 1881
he was appointed Minister Resident to Peru, and
died at Lima, March 27, 1882.
HUTCHIXS, Thomas, was born in Monmouth,
N. J., in 1730, died in Pittsburg, Pa., April 28,
1789. He was the first Government Surveyor, frequently called the "Geographer"; was also an

241

Royal (British) regiment,
and assistant engineer under Bouquet. At the
outbreak of the Revolution, while stationed
Fort Chartres, he resigned his commission because of his sympathy with the patriots. Tliree
years later he was charged with being in treason
able correspondence with Franklin, and im
prisoned in the Tower of London. He is said tf
have devised the present system of Governmen
officer of the Sixtieth

surveys in tliis country, and his services in carry
ing it into effect were certainly of great value.
He was the author of several valuable works, the
best known being a 'Topographical Description
of Virginia."
'

HUTSONVILLE, a village of Crawford County,
on the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago

&

St.

Louis Railway, and the Wabash River, 34 miles
south of Paris. The di.strict is agricultural. The
town has a bank and a weekly paper. Population
(1890), 582.

ILLINOIS.
(general history.)
Illinois is the twenty-first State of the Federal
Union in the order of its admission, the twentieth
in present area and the third in point of population. A concise history of the region, of which it
constituted the central portion at an early period,
will be found in the following pages
The greater part of the territory now comprised
within the State of Illinois was known and attracted eager attention from the nations of the
old world especially in France, Germany and
England before the close of the third quarter of
More than one hunthe seventeenth century.
dred years before the struggle for American Independence began, or the geographical division
known as the "Territory of the Northwest" had
an existence; before the names of Kentucky,
Tennessee, Vermont or Ohio had been heard of,
and while the early settlers of New England and
Virginia were still struggling for a foothold
among the Indian tribes on the Atlantic coast,
the "Illinois Country" occupied a place on the

—

—

of North America as distinct and definite
New York or Pennsylvania. And from that
time forward, until it assumed its position in the
Union with the rank of a State, no other section
has been the theater of more momentous and

maps
as

more material,
and instruction to the archseolthe ethnologist and the historian, than

stirring events or has contributed

affording interest
ogist,

of the American Continent now
as the "State of Illinois."
"Illinois Country."— What was known
to the early French explorers and their followers
and descendants, for the ninety years which
intervened between the discoveries of Joliet and
La Salle, down to the surrender of this region to
the English, as the "Illinois Country," is described with great clearness and definiteness by
Capt. Philip Pittman. an English engineer who
made the first survey of the Mississippi River
soon after the transfer of the French possessions
east of the Mississippi to the British, and who
published the result of his observations in London
in 1770.
In this report, which is evidently a
work of the highest authenticity, and is the more
valuable because written at a transition period
when it was of the first importance to preserve
and hand down the facts of early French history
to the new occupants of the .soil, the boundaries
of the "Illinois Country" are defined as follows;

that portion

known
The

"The Country of the Illinois is bounded by the
on the west, by the river Illinois on
the north, by the Ouabache and Miamis on the
east and the Ohio on the south."
Mississippi

From this it would appear that the country lying
between the Illinois and the Mississippi Rivers to
the west and northwest of the former, was not
considered a part of the "Illinois Country," and.
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generally with

the records of the
early French explorers, except that they regarded
the region which comprehends the site of the
present city of Chicago the importance of which
appears to have been appreciated from the first
as a connecting link between the Lakes and the
upper tributaries of the rivers falling into the

this agrees

—

—

comprise about three-fourths of the whole, its
is extremely irregular.
Between

physical outline

the limits described, it has an estimated area of
56,650 square miles, of which 650 square miles is
water the latter being chiefly in Lake Michigan.
This area is more than one and one-half times

—

that of

all New England (Maine being excepted),
greater than that of any other State east

Gulf of Mexico as belonging thereto
Origin of the Name. The "Country" appears
to have derived its name from Inini, a word of
Algonquin origin, signifying "the men," euphemized by the French into lUini with the

and

suffix ois, signifying "tribe." The root of the
term, applied both to the country and the Indians
occupying it, has been still further defined as "a
perfect man" (Haines on "Indian Names"), and
the derivative has been used by the Frencli

some idea may be formed of the magnificence of
the domain comprised within the limits of the
State of Illinois — a domain larger in extent than
that of England, more than one-fourth of that of
all France and nearly half that of the British
Islands, including Scotland and Ireland.
The

—

chroniclers in various forms though always with
the same signification a signification of whicli
the earliest claimants of the appellation, as well
as their successors of a different race, have not
failed to be duly proud.
Boundaries and Area.— It is this region
which gave the name to the State of which it
constituted so large and important a part. Its
boundaries, so far as the Wabash and the Ohio
Rivers (as well as the Mississippi from the mouth
of the Ohio to the mouth of the Illinois) are concerned, are identical with those given to the
"IlUnois Country" by Pittman. The State is
bounded on the north by Wisconsin on the east
by Lake Michigan, the State of Indiana and the
Wabash River; soutlieast by the Ohio, flowing
between it and the State of Kentucky and west
and southwest by the Mississippi, which separates it from the States of Iowa and Missouri. A
peculiarity of the Act of Congress defining the
boundaries of the State, is the fact that, while
the jurisdiction of Illinois extends to the middle
of Lake Michigan and also of the channels of tlie
Wabash and the Mississippi, it stops at the north
bank of the Ohio River this seems to have been
a sort of concession on the part of the framers of
the Act to our proud neighbors of the "Dark and
Bloody Ground." Geographically, the State lies
between the parallels of 36° 59' and 43° 30' north
latitude, and the meridian of 10° 30' and 14° of
longitude west from the city of Washington.
From its extreme southern limit at the mouth of
the Ohio to the Wisconsin boundary on the north,
its estimated length is 38.5 miles, with an extreme
breadth, from the Indiana State line to the Mississippi River at a point between Quincy and
Warsaw, of 318 miles. Owing to the tortuous

—

;

;

;

course of

its

river

and lake boundaries, which

is

of the Mississippi, except Michigan, Georgia

and

—

Florida Wisconsin lacking only a few hundred
square miles of the same.

When

these figures are taken

possibilities of

into

account

such a country, possessing a

soil

unequaled in fertility, in proportion to its area,
by any other State of tlie Union and with resources in agriculture, manufactures and commerce unsurpassed in any country on the face of
the globe, transcend all liuman conception.
Streams and Navigation. Lying between
the Mississippi and its chief eastern tributary, the
Ohio, with the Wabash on the east, and intersected from northeast to southwest by the Illinois
and its numerous affluents, and with no moun-

—

tainous region within

its limits, Illinois is at once
one of the best watered, as well as one of the most
level States in the Union.
Besides tlie Sangamon, Kankakee, Fox and Des Plaines Rivers,
chief tributaries of the Illinois, and the Kaskaskia
draining the region between the Illinois and the
Wabash, Rock River, in the northwestern portion
of the State, is most important on account of its
valuable water-power. All of these streams were
regarded as navigable for some sort of craft, dur-

ing at least a portion of the year, in the early
liistory of the country, and with the magnificent
Mississippi along the whole western border, gave
to Illinois a larger extent of navigable waters
than that of any other single State. Although
practical navigation, apart from the lake and by
natural water courses, is now limited to the Mississippi, Illinois and Ohio
making an aggregate
of about 1,000 miles the importance of the
smaller streams, when the people were dependent
almost wholly upon some means of water communication for the transportation of heavy commodities as well as for travel, could not be
over-estimated, and it is not without its effect

—

—

upon the productiveness of the

soil,

now

that

water transportation has given place to railroads.
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wliole uuinber of streams shown upon tlie
maps exceeds 2S0.
Topography. In physical conformation the

The

best

—

surface of the State presents the aspect of an
inclined plane with a moderate descent in the

general direction of the streams toward the soutli
and southwest. Cairo, at the extreme southern
end of the State and the point of lowest depression, has an elevation above sea-level of about
300 feet, while the altitude of Lake Michigan at

Chicago is 583 feet. The greatest elevation is
reached near Scale's Mound in the northwestern
part of the State 1,257 feet while a spur from
the Ozark Mountains of Missouri, projected across
the southern part of the State, rises in Jackson
and Union Counties to a height of over 900 feet.
The eastern end of this spur, in the northeast
corner of Pope County, reaches an elevation of
1,046 feet.
South of this ridge, the surface of
the country between the Ohio and Mississippi
Rivers was originally covered with dense forests.
These included some of the most valuable species
of timber for lumber manufacture, such as the

—

different varieties of oak,

sugar-maple and

cypress,

—

walnut, poplar, ash,
elm, linden,

besides

hickory, honey-locust, pecan, hack-berry, cottonwood, sycamore, sassafras, black-gum and beech.
fruits included tlie persimmon, wild
plum, grape and paw-paw, with various kinds of
berries, such as blackberries, raspberries, straw-

The native

berries (in the prairie districts) and some others.
Most of the native growths of woods common to
the south were found along the streams farther
north, except the cypress beech, pecan and a few
others.

Prairies.— A peculiar feature of the country,
and northern portion of the State,
which excited the amazement of early explorers,
was the vast extent of the prairies or natural
meadows. Tlie origin of these has been attributed to various causes, such as some peculiarity of

in the middle

soil, absence or excess of moisture, recent
upheaval of the surface from lakes or some other

the

In many
Ijodies of water, the action of fires, etc.
sections tliere appears little to distinguish the

the prairies from that of the adjacent
woodlands, that may not be accounted for by the
character of their vegetation and other causes,
for the luxuriant growth of native grasses and
other productions has demonstrated that they do
not lack in fertility, and the readiness witli
which trees take root when artificially propagated and protected, has sliown that there is
nothing in the soil itself unfavorable to their
growth. Whatever may have been the original
soil of

34:3

no doubt
that annually recurring fires have had nmi-h to
even
and
perpetuating
their
existence,
ilo in
extending their limits, as the absence of the same
of
favor
the
encroachments
agent has tended to
the forests. While originally regarded as an
by
a
obstacle to the occupation of the country
dense population, there is no doubt that their
cause of the prairies, liowever, tliere

is

existence has contributed to its rapid development when it was discovered with what ease
these apparent wastes could be subdued, and how
productive they were capable of becoming when
once brought under cultivation.
In spite of the uniformity in altitude of the
State as a whole, many sections present a variety
of surface and a mingling of plain and woodland
of the most pleasing character.
This is especially the case in some of the prairie districts
where the undulating landscape covered with
rich herbage and brilliant flowers must have
presented to the first explorers a scene of ravishing beauty, which has been enhanced ratlier than
diminished in recent times by the liand of cultivation.
Along some of the streams also, especially on the upper Mississippi and Illinois, and
at some points on the Oliio, is found scenery of
a most picturesque variety.
Animals, etc. From this description of the
country it will be easy to infer what must have
been the varieties of the animal kingdom which
here found a home. These included the buffalo,
various kinds of deer, the bear, panther, fox,
wolf, and wild-cat, while swans, geese and ducks
covered the lakes and streams. It was a veritable
paradise for game, both large and small, as well
as for their native hunters. "One can scarcely
travel," wrote one of the earliest priestly explorers, "without finding a prodigious multitude of
turkeys, that keep together in flocks often to the
number of ten hundred." Beaver, otter, and
mink were found along the streams. Most of
these, especially the larger species of game, have
disappeared before the tide of civilization, but the
smaller, such as quail, prairie chicken, duck and

—

the diff'erent varieties of fish in the streams, protected by law during certain seasons of the year,
continue to exist in considerable numbers.

Soil and Climate.— The capabilities of the
a region thus situated can be readily under-

soil in

In proportion to the extent of its surface,
has a larger area of cultivable land than
in the Union, with a soil of superior quality, much of it unsurpassed in natural
fertility.
This is especially true of the "American
stood.

Illinois

any other State

Bottom," a region extending a distance of ninety

"

—
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miles along the east bank of the Mississippi, from
a few miles below Alton nearly to Chester, and
of an average width of five to eight miles.
This
was the seat of tlie first permanent white settlement in the Mississippi Valley, and portions of it

in

have been under cultivation from one hundred to
one hundred and fifty years without exhaustion.
Other smaller areas of scarcely less fertility are
found both upon the bottom-lands and in the

Though subject

succeeded in winning and retaining the friendship of the Indians in a remarkable degree. They
were traders as well as missionaries, and this fact
and the readiness with which they adapted themselves to the habits of those whom they found in
possession of the soil, enabled them to make the
most extensive explorations in small numbers
and at little cost, and even to remain for un-

since the country has been thoroughly settled.
Its mean average for a series of years has been 48°

tillers of

prairies in the central portions of the State.

Extending through

five

and one-half degrees

of

latitude, Illinois has a great variety of climate.

at times to sudden alternations
of temperature, these occasions have been rare

and 56° in the
from other States upon
The mean winter temperature has ranged from 25° in the north to 34° in
the south, and the summer mean from 67° in the
north to 78° in the south. The extreme winter
in the northern part of the State

southern, differing
the same latitude.

little

temperature has seldom fallen below 20° below
zero in the northern portion, wliile the highest
summer temperature ranges from 95° to 102°.
The average diflference in temperature between
the northern and southern portions of the State
is about 10°, and tlie difference in the progress of
the seasons for the same sections, from four to six
weeks. Such a wide variety of climate is favorable to the production of nearly all the grains
and fruits peculiar to the temperate zone.
Contest for Occup.\.tion.
Three powers
early became contestants for the supremacy on
the North American Continent. The first of
these was Spain, claiming possession on the
ground of the discovery by Colimibus England,
basing her claim upon the discoveries of the
Cabots, and France, maintaining her right to a

—

;

considerable part of tlie continent by virtue of
the discovery and exploration by Jacques Cartier
of the Gulf and River St. Lawrence, in 1534-35,

and the settlement of Quebec by Champlain
seventy -four years later. The claim of Spain
was general, extending to both North and South
America; and, while she early established her
colonies in Mexico, the West Indies and Peru,
the country was too vast and her agents too busy
seeking for gold to interfere materially with her
competitors. The Dutch, Swedes and Germans
established small, though flourishing colonies, but
they were not colonizers nor were they numerically as strong as their neighbors, and their settlements were ultimately absorbed by the latter.
Both the Spaniards and the French were zealous

proselyting the aborigines, but while the
former did not hesitate to torture their victims

in order to extort their gold while claiming to

save their souls, the latter were more gentle and
beneficent in their policy, and, by their kindness,

among their aboriginal friends.
the other hand, the English were artisans and
the soil with a due proportion engaged
in commerce or upon the sea; and, while they
were later in planting their colonies in Virginia
and New England, and less aggressive in the
work of exploration, they maintained a surer
foothold on the soil when they had once estabTo this fact is due the perlished themselves.
manence and steady growth of the English
colonies in the New World, and the virtual dominance of the Anglo-Saxon race over more than
five-sevenths of the North American Continent
a result which has been illustrated in the history
of every people that has made agriculture, manufactures and legitimate commerce the basis of
limited periods

On

their prosperity.

Early Explorations.—The French explorers
were the first Europeans to visit the "Country of
the Illinois," and, for nearly a century, they and
their successors and descendants held undisputed
possession of the country, as well as the greater
part of the Mississippi Valley. It is true that
Spain put in a feeble and indefinite claim to this
whole region, but she was kept too busy elsewhere to make her claim good, and, in 1763, she
it entirely as to the Mississippi
Valley and west to the Pacific Ocean, in order to
strengthen herself elsewhere.
There is a peculiar coincidence in the fact that,
while the English colonists who settled about
Massachusetts Bay named that region "New
England," the French gave to their possessions,
from the St. Lawrence to the mouth of the Mississippi, the name of "New France." and the
Spaniards called all the region claimed by them,
extending from Panama to Puget Sound, "New
Spain. " The boundaries of each were very indefinite and often conflicting, but were settled by the

relinquished

treaty of 1763.
early as 1634, Jean Nicolet, coming by way
then
Canada, discovered Lake Michigan

As
of

—
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"Lac cles Illinois" entered
visited some of the tribes of
Indians in that region. In 1641 zealous missionaries had reached the Falls of St. Mary (called by
the French "Sault Ste. Marie"), and, in 1658, two
French fur-traders are alleged to have penetrated
as far west as "La Pointe"' on Lake Superior,
where they opened up a trade with the Sioux
Indians and wintered in the neighborhood of the
Apostle Islands near where the towns of Ashland
and Bayfield, Wis., now stand. A few years later
(1665), Fathers Allouez and Dablon, French missionaries, visited the Chippewas on the southern
shore of Lake Superior, and missions were established at Green Bay, Ste. Marie and La Pointe.
About the same time the mission of St. Ignace
was established on the north shore of the Straits
of Mackinaw (spelled by the French "Michillimacinac"). It is also claimed that the French
traveler, Radisson, during the year of 1658-59,
reached the upper Mississippi, antedating the
claims of Joliet and Marquette as its discoverers
by fourteen years. Nicholas Perrot, an intelligent chronicler who left a manuscript account of
his travels, is said to have made extensive explorations about the head of the great lakes as far
south as the Fox River of Wisconsin, between
1670 and 1690, and to have held an important
conference with representatives of numerous
tribes of Indians at Sault Ste Marie in June.
1671.
Perrot is also said to have made the first
discovery of lead mines in the West.
Up to this time, however, no white man appears
to have reached the "Illinois Country," though
much had been heard of its beauty and its wealth
in game.
On May 17, 1673, Louis Joliet, an enterprising explorer who had already visited the Lake
Superior region in .search of copper mines, under
a commission from the Governor of Canada, in
company with Father Jacques Marquette and
five voyageurs, with a meager stock of provisions
and a few trinkets for trading with the natives,
set out in two birch-bark canoes from St. Ignace
on a tour of exploration southward. Coasting
along the west shore of Lake Michigan and Green
Bay and through Lake Winnebago, thej' reached
the country of the Mascoutins on Fox River,
ascended that stream to the portage to the Wisconsin, then descended the latter to the Mississippi, which
the}' discovered on
June 17.
Descending the Mississippi, which they named
"Rio de la Conception, " they passed the mouth of
the Des Moines, where thej' are supposed to have
encountered the first Indians of the Illinois
tribes, by whom they were hospitably entercalled by the French,

Green Bay and

t>F

ILLINOIS.
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Later they discovered a rude painting

tained.

upon the rocks on the east side of the river,
which, from the description, is supposed to have
been the famous "Piasa Bird," which was still to
be seen, a short distance above Alton, within the
(See Piaaa
Bird,
The
present generation.
Legend of.) Passing the mouth of the Missouri
River and the present site of the city of St.
Louis, and continuing past the mouth of the
Ohio, they finally reached what JIarquette called
the village of the Akanseas. which has been
assumed to be identical with the mouth of the
Arkansas, though it has been questioned whether
they proceeded so far south. Convinced that the
Mississippi "had its mouth in Florida or the Gulf
of Mexico, " and fearing capture by the Spaniards,
they started on their return. Reaching the
mouth of the Illinois, they entered that stream
and ascended past the village of the Peorias and
the "Illinois town of the Kaskaskias"'
the
latter being about where the town of Utica, La
Salle County, now stands at each of which they
made a brief stay. Escorted by guides from the
Kaskaskias, they crossed the portage to Lake

—

—

Michigan where Chicago now stands, and returned to Green Bay, which they reached in the
latter part of September.
(See Joliet and Marquette.

)

The next and most important expedition
nois

— important

because

it

to

Illi-

led to the first per-

manent settlements — was undertaken by Robert
Cavelier, Sieur de La Salle, in 1079.
This eager
and intelligent, but finally >infortunate, discoverer had spent several years in exploration in

the lake region and among the streams south of
the lakes and west of the AUeghenies. It has

been claimed that, during this tour, lie descended
the Ohio to its junction with the Mississippi
he reached the Illinois by way of the
head of Lake Michigan and the Chicago portage,
and even descended the Jlississippi to the 36th
parallel, antedating Mai'quette"s
first visit to
that stream by two years. The chief authority
for this claim is La Salle's biographer, Pierre
Margry, who bases his statement on alleged conversations with La Salle and letters of his friends.
The absence of any allusion to these discoveries
in La .Salle's own papers, of a later date, addressed
to the King, is regarded as fatal to this claim.
However thismaj- have been, there is conclusive
evidence that, during this period, he met with
Joliet while the latter was returning from one of
his trips to the Lake Superior country.
With an
imagination fired by what he then learned, he
made a visit to his native country, receiving a
also that

"
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liberal grant

from the French Government which

enabled him to carry out his plans. With the
Henry de Tonty, an Italian who afterward
accompanied him in his most important expeditions, and who proved a most valuable and eflBcient co-laborer, under the auspices of Frontenac,
then Governor of Canada, he constructed a small
vessel at the foot of Lake Erie, in which, with a
company of thirty-four persons, he set sail on
the seventh of August, 1679, for the West. This
aid of

vessel

(named the

been the

first

"'Griffon")

is

believed to have

sailing-vessel that ever navigated

was to reach the Illinois,
and he carried with him material for a boat
which he intended to put together on that
stream. Arriving in Green Bay early in September, by way of Lake Huron and the straits of
Mackinaw, he disembarked liis stores, and, loadthe lakes.

His

oliject

ing the Griffon with furs, started it on its return
with instructions, after discharging its cargo at
the starting point, to join him at the head of
Lake Michigan. With a force of seventeen men
and three missionaries in four canoes, he started
southward, following the western shore of Lake
Michigan past the mouth of the Chicago River,
on Nov. 1, 1679, and reached the mouth of
the St. Joseph River, at the southeast corner of
the lake, which had been selected as a rendezvous.
Here he was joined by Tonty, three weeks
later, with a force of twenty Frenchmen who
had come by the eastern shore, but the Griffon
never was heard from again, and is supposed to
have been lost on the return voyage. While
waiting for Tonty he erected a fort, afterward

The two parties here united,
called Fort Miami.
and, leaving four men in charge of the fort, with
the remaining thirty-three, he resumed his
journey on the third of December. Ascending
about where South Bend, Ind.,
his canoes
headwaters of the Kankakee, which he descended to the Illinois. On
the first of January lie arrived at the great Indian
town of the Kaskaskias. which Marquette had
left for the last time nearly five years before, but
found it deserted, the Indians being absent on a
hunting expedition. Proceeding down the Illinois, on Jan. 4, 1680. he passed through Peoria
Lake and the next morning reached the Indian
village of that name at the foot of the lake, and
established friendly relations with its people.
Having determined to set up his vessel here, he
the

St. Josepli to

now
and

stands, he

made a portage with

stores across to the

constructed a rude fort on the eastern bank of
the river about four miles south of the village.

With the exception

of the cabin built for Mar-

quette on the South Branch of the Chicago River
in the winter of 1674-75, this was probably the
structure erected by white men in Illinois.
This received the name "Creve-Cceur "Broken
Heart" which, from its subsequent history,
proved exceedingly appropriate. Having dispatched Father Louis Hennepin with two companions to the Upper Mississippi, by way of the
mouth of the Illinois, on an expedition which
resulted in the discovery of the Falls of St.
Anthony, La Salle started on his return to
Canada for additional assistance and the stores
which he had failed to receive in consequence of
the loss of the Griffon.
.Soon after his departure, a majority of the men left with Tonty at
Fort Creve-Coeur mutinied, and, having plundered
the fort, partially destroyed it. This compelled
first

—

—

Tonty and

five

companions who had remained

true, to retreat to the Indian village of the

nois near "Starved Rock," between
cities of

Ottawa and La

Salle

now

Illi-

where the
where

stand,

he spent the summer awaiting the return of La
In September, Tontj-'s Indian allies having been attacked and defeated by the Iroquois,
he and his companions were again compelled to
flee, reaching Green Bay the next spring, after
having spent the winter among the Pottawatomies in the present State of Wisconsin.
During the next three years (1681-83) La Salle
made two other visits to Illinois, encountering
and partially overcoming formidable obstacles at
each end of the journey. At the last visit, in
company witli the faithful Tonty, whom he had
met at JIackinaw in the spring of 1681, after a
separation of more than a year, he extended his
exploration to the mouth of the Mississippi, of
which he took formal possession on April 9, 1682,
in the name of "Louis the Grand, King of France
and Navarre." This was the first expedition of
white men to pass down the river and determine
the problem of its discharge into the Gulf of
Mexico.
Returning to Mackinaw, and again to Illinois,
in the fall of 1682, Tonty set about carrying into
effect La Salle's scheme of fortifying "The Rock,
to which reference has been made under the
name of "Starved Rock. " The buildings are said
to have included store-houses (it was intended as
a trading post), dwellings and a block-house
erected on the summit of the rock, and to which
the name of "Fort St. Louis %vas given, while a
village of confederated Indian tribes gathered
about its base on the south which bore the name
of La Vantum. According to the historian,
Parkman, the population of this colony, in the
Salle.

'
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days of

its

greatest prosperity,

was not

less

than

Tonty retained his headquarters at Fort
Louis for eighteen years, during which he
extensive excursions throughout the West.
The proprietorship of the fort was granted to
hini in 1690, but, in 1702, it was ordered by the
Governor of Canada to be discontinued on the
plea that the charter had been violated. It continued to be used as a trading post, however, as
late as 1718, when it was raided by the Indians
and burned. (See La Salle; Tonty; Hennepin,
and Starved Rock. )
Other explorers who were the contemporaries
or early successors of Marquette, Joliet, La Salle,
Tonty, Hennepin and their companions in the
Northwest, and many of whom are known to have
visited the "Illinois Country, " and probably all
of whom did so, were Daniel Greysolon du Lhut
(called by La Salle, du Luth), a cousin of Tonty,
who was the first to reach the Mississippi directly
from Lake Superior, and from whom the city of
Duluth has been named Henry Joutel, a townsman of La Salle, who was one of the survivors of
the ill-fated Matagorda Bay colony
Pierre Le
Sueur, the discoverer of the Minnesota River,
and Baron la Hontan, who made a tour through
Illinois in 1688-89, of which he published an
account in 1703.
Chicago River early became a prominent point
in the estimation of the French explorers and
was a favorite line of travel in reaching the Illinois by way of the Des Plaines, though probably
sometimes confounded with other streams about
the head of the lake. The Calumet and Grand
Calumet, allowing easy portage to the Des Plaines,
were also used, while the St. Joseph, from which
portage was had into the Kankakee, seems to
have been a part of the route first used by La
30,000.

St.

made

;

;

Salle.

—

Aborigines and Early Missions. When the
early French explorers arrived in the "Illinois
Covmtry'' they found it occupied by a number of
tribes of Indians, the most numerous being the
"Illinois,"

which consisted

of several families or

bands that spread themselves over the country on
both sides of the Illinois River, extending even
west of the Mississippi the Piankeshaws on the
the present western
east, extending beyond
boundary of Indiana, and the Miamis in the
northeast, %vith whom a weaker tribe called the
Weas were allied. The Illinois confederation
;

included

the

Kaskaskias.

Peorias,

Cahokias,

Tamaroas and Mitchigamies — the last being the
from which Lake Michigan took its name.
(See Illinois Indians. ) There seems to have been

tribe
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a general drift of some of the stronger tribes
toward the south and east about this time, as
AUouez represents that he found the Miamis and
their neighbors, the Mascoutins, about Green Bay
when he arrived there in 1670. At the same
time, there is evidence that the Pottawatomies
were located along the southern shore of Lake
Superior and about the Sault Ste. Marie (now
known as "The Soo"), though within the next
fifty years they had advanced southward along
the western shore of Lake Michigan until they
reached where Chicago now stands. Other tribes
from the north were the Kickapoos, Sacs and
Foxes, and Winnebagoes, while the Shawnees
were a branch of a stronger tribe from the southeast
Charlevoix, who wrote an account of his
visit to the "Illinois Country" in 1721, says:
"Fifty years ago the Miamis were settled on the
southern extremity of Lake Michigan, in a place
called Chicago from the name of a small river
which runs into the lake, the source of which is
not far di.stant from that of the River Illinois."
It does not follow necessarily that this was the
Chicago River of to-day, as the name appears to
have been applied somewhat indefinitely, by the
early explorers, both to a region of country
between the head of the lake and the Illinois
River, and to more than one stream emptying
into the lake in that vicinity.
It has been conjectured that the river meant by Charlevoix
was the Calumet, as his description would apply
as well to that as to the Chicago, and there is
other evidence that the Miamis, who were found
about the mouth of the St. Joseph River during
the- eighteenth century, occupied a portion of

Southern Michigan and Northern Indiana, extending as far east as the Scioto River in Ohio.
From the first, the Illinois seem to have conceived a strong liking for the French, and being
pressed by the Iroquois on the east, the Sacs and
Foxes, Pottawatomies and Kickapoos on the
north and the Sioux on the west, by the beginning of the eighteenth century we find them,
much reduced in numbers, gathered about the
French settlements near the mouth of the Kaskaskia (or Okaw) River, in the western part of
the present counties of Randolph, Monroe and St.
In spite of the zealous efforts of the misthe contact of the.se tribes with the
whites was attended with the usual resultsdemoralization, degradation and gradual extermiClair.

sionaries,

The latter result was hastened by the
frequent attacks to which they were exposed
from their more warlike enemies, so that by the
latter part of the eighteenth century, they were
nation.
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reduced to a few hundred dissolute and depraved
survivors of a once vigorous and warlike race.
During the early part of the French occupation,
there arose a cliief named Chicagou ( from whom

the city of Chicago received its name) who appears, like Red Jacket, Tecumseh and Logan, to
have been a man of unusual intelligence and
vigor of character, and to have exercised great
influence with his people. In 1725 he was sent to
Paris, where he received the attentions due to a
foreign potentate, and, on his return, was given a
command in an expedition against the Chickasaws, who had been making incursions from the
south.

Such was the general distribution of the Indians
and central portions of the State,
within the first fifty years after the arrival of the
French. At a later period the Kickapoos advanced farther south and occupied a considerable
share of the central portion of the State, and even
extended to the mouth of the Wabash. The
southern part was roamed over by bands from
beyond the Ohio and the Mississippi, including
the Cherokees and Chickasaws, and the Arkansas
tribes, some of whom were very powerful and
ranged over a vast extent of country.
The earliest civilized dwellings in Illinois, after
the forts erected for purposes of defense, were
undoubtedly the posts of the fur-traders and the
missionary stations. Fort Miami, the first military post, established by La Salle in the winter
of 1679-80, was at the mouth of the St. Joseph
River within the boundaries of what is now the
State of Michigan. Fort Creve-Coeur, partially
erected a few months later on the east side of the
Illinois a few miles below where the city of
Peoria now stands, was never occupied.
Mr.
Charles Ballance, the historian of Peoria, locates
this fort at the present village of Wesley, in
Tazewell County, nearly opposite Lower Peoria.
Fort St. Louis, built by Tonty on the summit of
•'Starved Rock," in the fall and winter of 1682,
was the second erected in the "Illinois Country,"
but the first occupied. It has been claimed that
Marquette established a mission among the Kas
kaskias, opposite "The Rock," on occasion of his
first visit, in September, 1673, and that he renewed it in the spring of 1675, when he visited
it for the last time.
It is doubtful if this mission
was more tlian a season of preaching to the
natives, celebrating mass, administering baptism,
etc.
at least the story of an established mission
has been denied. Tliat this devoted and zealous
propagandist regarded it as a mission, however,
is evident from his own journal.
He gave to it
in the northern

;

the name of the "Mission of the Immaculate
Conception," and, although he was compelled by
failing health to abandon it almost immediately,
in 1677 by
it is claimed that it was renewed
Father AUouez, who had been active in founding
missions in the Lake Superior region, and that it

was maintained until the arrival of La Salle in
1680.
The hostility of La Salle to the Jesuits led
AUouez' withdrawal, but he subsequently
returned and was succeeded in 1688 by Father

to

Gravier, whose labors extended from

Mackinaw

to Biloxi on the Gulf of Mexico.

evidence that a mission had been
established among the Miamis as early as 1698,
under the name "Chicago," as it is mentioned by
St. Cosme in the report of his visit in 1699-1700.
This, for the reasons already given showing the
indefinite use made of the name Chicago as
applied to streams about the head of Lake Michigan, probably referred to some other locality in
the vicinity, and not to the site of the present
city of Chicago.
Even at an earlier date there
appears, from a statement in Tonty 's Memoirs, to
have been a fort at Chicago probably about the
same locality as the mission. Speaking of his
return from Canada to the "Illinois Country" in
1685, he says:
"I embarked for the Illinois
Oct. 30, 1685, but .being stopped by the ice, I
was obliged to leave my canoe and proceed by
After going 120 leagues, I arrived at Fort
land.
Chicagou, where M. de la Durantaye com-

There

is

—

manded."
According to the best authorities it was during
the year 1700 that a mission and permanent settlement was established by Father Jacques Pinet
among the Tamaroas at a village called Cahokia
(or "Sainte Famille de Caoquias"), a few miles
south of the present site of the city of East St.
Louis. This was the first permanent settlement
by Europeans in Illinois, as that at Kaskaskia on
the Illinois was broken up the same year.
A few months after the establishment of the
mission at Cahokia (which received the name of
"St. Sulpice"), but during the same year, the
Kaskaskias, having abandoned their village on
the upper Illinois, were induced to settle near the
mouth of the river which bears their name, and
the mission and village
the latter afterward
becoming the first capital of the Territor3' and
State of Illinois came into being. This identity
of names has led to some confusion in determining the date and place of the first permanent
settlement in Illinois, the date of Marquette's
first arrival at Kaskaskia on the Illinois being
given by some authors as that of the settlement

—

—

.
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at Kaskaskia on the Mississippi, twenty-seven

years later.

Period of French Occupation.— As may be
methods of French
the first permanent settlements
gathered about the missions at Caliokia and Kaskaskia, or rather were parts of them.
At later
periods, but during the French occupation of the
country, other villages were established, the
most important being St. Philip and Prairie du

readily inferred from the
colonization,

Rocher;

all

of these being located in the fertile

now known as the "American Bottom,""
between the older towns of Cahokia and Kaskaskia.
There were several Indian villages in the
vicinity of the French settlements, and this
became, for a time, the most populous locality in
the Mississippi Valley and the center of an active
trade carried on with the settlements near the
mouth of the Mississippi. Large quantities of
the products of the country, such as flour, bacon,
pork, tallow, lumber, lead, peltries, and even
wine, were transported in keel-boats or batteaus
to New Orleans; rice, manufactured tobacco,
cotton goods and such other fabrics as the simple
wants of the people required, being brought back
These boats went in convoys of seven
in return.
to twelve in number for mutual protection, three
months being required to make a trip, of which
two were made annually one in the spring and
the other in the autumn.
The French possessions in North America went
under the general name of 'New France, " but their
boundaries were never clearly defined, though an
attempt was made to do so through Commissioners who met at Paris, in 17.52.
They were understood by the French to include tlie valley of tlie
with
Labrador
and
Nova Scotia, to
Lawrence,
St.

valley

—
'

the northern boundaries of the British colonies
the region of the Great Lakes and the Valley of
the Mississippi from the headwaters of the Ohio
westward to the Pacific Ocean and south to the
Gulf of Mexico. While these claims were contested by England on the east and Spain on the
southwest, they comprehended the very heart of
the North American continent, a region unsurpassed in fertility and natural resources and
now the home of more than half of the entire
population of the American Republic. That
the French should have reluctantly yielded
up so magnificent a domain is natural. And
yet they did this by the treaty of 1763, surrendering the region east of the Mississippi
;

(except a comparatively small district near
the mouth of that stream) to England, and the
remainder to Spain an evidence of the straits to

—
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which they had been reduced by a long series of
devastating wars.
(See French and Indian
Wars.
In 1712 Antoine Crozat, under royal lettersfrom Louis XIV. of France a
monopoly of the commerce, with control of the
country, "from the edge of the sea (Gulf of
patent, obtained

Mexico) as far as the Illinois."" This grant having been surrendered a few years later, was renewed in 1717 to the "Company of the West,"" of
which the celebrated John Law was the head,
and under it jurisdiction was exercised over the
trade of Illinois. On September 27 of the same
year (1717), the "Illinois Country,'" which had
been a dependency of Canada, was incorporated
with Louisiana and became part of that province.
Law"s company received enlarged powers under
the name of the "East Indies Company," and
although it went out of existence in 1721 with
the opprobrious title of the "South Sea Bubble,"'
leaving in its wake hundreds of ruined private
fortunes in France and England, it did much to
stimulate the population and development of the
Mississippi Valley.

During

its

existence (in 1718)

New

Orleans was founded and Fort Chartres
named after the Due de Chartres,
son of the Regent of France. Pierre Duque Boisbriant was the first commandant of Illinois and
superintended the erection of the fort.
(See Fort
erected, being

Chartres.)

One of the privileges granted to Law"s company was the importation of slaves and under
it,
in 1721, Philip F. Renault brought to the
country five hundred slaves, besides two hundred
artisans, mechanics and laborers.
Two years
later he received a large grant of land, and
founded the village of St. Philip, a few miles
north of Fort Chartres. Thus Illinois became
slave territory before a white settlement of any
sort existed in what afterward became the slave
;

State of Missouri.

During

under control of the
divided into nine civil
each presided over by a
commandant and a judge, with a superior council at New Orleans.
Of these, Illinois, the largest
and, next to New Orleans, the most populous,
was the seventh. It embraced over one-half the
present State, with the country west of the Misssisippi, between the Arkansas and the 43d degree
of latitude, to the Rocky Mountains, and included
the present States of Missouri, Iowa, Nebraska,
Kansas and parts of Arkansas and Colorado. In
1732, the Indies Company surrendered its charter,
and Louisiana, including the District of Illinois,
1721 the country

East Indies

Company was

and military

districts,
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was afterwards governed by
directly

by the crown.

officers

appointed

(See French Oovernors.)

As early as September, 1699, an attempt was
made by an expedition fitted out by the English
Government, under command of Captains Barr
and Clements, to take possession of the country
about the mouth of the Mississippi on the ground
of prior discovery; but they found the French
under Bienville already in possession at Biloxi,
and they sailed away without making any further
Meaneffort to carry the scheme into effect.
while, in the early part of the next century, the

English were successful in attaching to their
interests the Iroquois, who were the deadly foes
of the French, and held possession of Western
New York and the region around the headwaters
of the Ohio River, extending their incursions
against the Indian allies of the French as far west

The real struggle for territory between the English and French began with the
formation of the Ohio Land Company in 1748-49,
and the grant to it by the English Government
of half a million acres of land along tlie Ohio
as Illinois

River, with the exclu.sive right of trading with
the Indian tribes in that region. Out of this
grew the establishment, in the next two years, of
trading posts and forts on the Miami and Jlaumee
in Western Ohio, followed by the protracted
French and Indian W^ar, whicli was prosecuted
with varied fortunes until the final defeat of the
French at Quebec, on the thirteenth of September, 1759, which broke their power on the American continent
Among those who took part in
this struggle, was a contingent from the French
garrison of Fort Chartres. Neyon de Villiers,
commandant of the fort, was one of these, being
the only survivor of seven brothers who participated in the defense of Canada. Still hopeful of
saving Louisiana and Illinois, he departed with
a few followers for New Orleans, but the treaty
of Paris, Feb. 10, 1763, destroyed all hope, for by
its terms Canada, and all other territory east of
the Mississippi as far south as the northern
boundary of Florida, was surrendered to Great
Britain, while the remainder, including the vast
territory between the Mississippi and the Rocky
Mountains, was given up to Spain.
Thus the "Illinois Country" fell into the hands
of the British, although the actual transfer of
Fort Chartres and the country dependent upon it
did not take place until Oct. 10, 1765, when its
veteran commandant, St. Ange who had come
from Vincennes to assume command on the
retirement of Villiers, and who held it faithfully
for the conqueror
surrendered it to Capt.

—

—

Thomas Stirling
lish

Engworthy of note that this

as the representative of the

Government.

It is

place on the North American continent to lower the French flag.
British Occupation. ^The delay of the British

was the

last

in taking possession of the "Illinois Country,"

French at Quebec and the
surrender of their possessions in America by the
after the defeat of the

treaty of 1763,

and the

was due

difficulty of

to its isolated position

reaching

force to establish the British

it

with sufficient

authority.

The

attempt was made in the spring of 1764,
when Maj. Arthur Loftus, starting from Pensacola, attempted to ascend the Mississippi with a
force of four hundred regulars, but, being met
by a superior Indian force, was compelled to
retreat.
In August of the same year, Capt
Thomas Morris was dispatched from Western
Pennsylvania with a small force "to take possession of the Illinois Country." This expedition
got as far as Fort Miami on the Maumee, when its
progress was arrested, and its commander narrowly escaped death.
The next attempt was
made in 176.5, when Maj. George Croghan. a Deputj' Superintendent of Indian affairs whose name
has been made historical by the celebrated speech
of the Indian Chief Logan, was detailed from
Fort Pitt, to visit Illinois. Croghan being detained,
Lieut. Alexander Frazer, who was to accompany
him, proceeded alone. Frazer reached Kaskaskia, but met with so rough a reception from
both the French and Indians, that he thought it
advisable to leave in disguise, and escaped by
descending the Mississippi to New Orleans.
Croghan started on his journey on the fifteenth
of May, proceeding down the Ohio, accompanied
by a party of friendly Indians, but having been
captured near the mouth of tlie Wabash, he
finally returned to Detroit without reaching his
The first British official to reach
destination.
Fort Chartres was Capt. Thomas Stirling.
Descending the Ohio with a force of one hundred
men, he reached Fort Chartres. Oct. 10, 1765, and
received the surrender of the fort from the faithful and courteous St. Ange.
It is estimated that
at least one-third of the French citizens, including the more wealthy, left rather than become
British subjects.
Those about Fort Chartres left
almost in a body. Some joined the French
colonies on the lower Mississippi, while others,
crossing the river, settled in St. Genevieve, then
in Spanish territory.
Much the larger number
followed St. Ange to St. Louis, which had been
established as a trading post by Pierre La Clede,
during the previous year, and which now received
first
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what, in these later days, would be called a great

"boom."
Captain Stirling was relieved of his command
4, bj' Maj. Robert Farmer.
Other British Commandants at Fort Chartres
were Col. Edward Cole, Col. John Reed. Colonel
Wilkins, Capt. Hugli Lord and Francois de Rastel. Chevalier de Roclieblave.
The last had been
an officer in the Frencli army, and, having resided
at Kaskaskia, transferred his allegiance on occupation of the country by the British. He was the
last official representative of the British Governat Fort Chartres, Dec.

ment in Illinois.
The total population

of the French villages in

the time of their transfer to England,
has been estimated at about 1.600, of which 700
were about Kaskaskia and 4.50 in the vicinity of
Cahokia. Captain Pittiuan estimated the population of all the French villages in Illinois and on
the Wabash, at the time of his visit in 1770, at
about 2,000. Of St. Louis or "Paiucourt,"' as it
was called Captain Pittman said: "There are
about forty private houses and as many families."
Most of these, if not all, had emigrated from the
French villages. In fact, although nominally in
Spanish territory, it was essentially a French
town, protected, as Pittman said, by "a French
garrison" consisting of "a Captain-Commandant,
two Lieutenants, a Fort Major, one Sergeant,
Illinois, at

—

—

one Corporal and twenty men."
Action of Continental Congress. The first
official notice taken of the "Illinois Country"' by
the Continental Congress, was tlie adoption bj'
that body, July 13. 177.5, of an act creating three
Indian Departments a Northern, Middle and

—

—

Southern.

Illinois

was assigned

to the second,

with Benjamin Franklin and James Wilson, of
Pennsj'lvania, and Patrick Henry, of Virginia,
as Commissioners. In April, 1776, Col. George
Jlorgan. who had been a trader at Kaskaskia, was
appointed agent and successor to these CommisThe
sioners, with headquarters at Fort Pitt.
promulgation of the Declaration of Independence,
on the Fourth of July, 1776, and the events immediately preceding and following that event,
directed attention to the colonies on the Atlantic
coast
yet the frontiersmen of Virginia were
watching an opportunity to deliver a blow to the
Government of King George in a quarter where
it was least expected, and where it was destined
to have an immense influence upon the future of
;

the

new

nation, as well as that of the

American

continent.

CoL. Geohge Rogers Clark's Expedition.
—During the year 1777, Col. George Rogers Clark,
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a native of Virginia, then scarcely twenty-five
j-ears of age, having conceived a plan of seizing
the settlements in the Mississippi Valley, sent
trusty spies to learn the sentiments of the people
and the condition of affairs at Kaskaskia. The
report brought to

and, in

December

him gave him encouragement,
same year, he laid before

of the

Gov. Patrick Henry, of Virginia, his plans for
the reduction of the posts in Illinois. These were
approved, and, on Jan. 2, 1778, Clark received
authority to recruit seven companies of fifty men

each for three months' service, and Governor
Henry gave him §6,000 for expenses. Proceeding
to Fort Pitt, he succeeded in recruiting three
companies, who were directed to rendezvous at
Corn Island, opposite the present city of Louisville.
It has been claimed that, in order to
deceive the British as to his real

destination,

Clark authorized the announcement that the
object of the expedition was to protect the settlements in Kentucky from the Indians. At Corn
Island another company was organized, making
four in all, under the command of Captains Bowman, Montgomery, Helm and Harrod, and having
embarked on keel-boats, they passed the Falls of
the Ohio, June 24. Reaching the island at the
mouth of the Tennessee on the 28th, he was met
by a party of eight American hunters, who had
left Kaskaskia a few days before, and who, joining his command, rendered good service as
guides.
He disembarked his force at the mouth
of a small creek one mile above Fort Massac.

June

29, and, directing his course across the
country, on the evening of the sixth day (July 4,
1778) arrived within three miles of Kaskaskia.
The surprise of tlie unsuspecting citizens of Kaskaskia and its small garrison was complete. His

force having, under cover of darkness, been
ferried across the Kaskaskia River, about a mile
above the town, one detachment surrounded the
town, while the other seized the fort, capturing
Roclieblave and his little command without firing a gun. The famous Indian fighter and
hunter, Simon Kenton, led the way to the fort.
This is.supposed to have been what Captain Pittman called the "Jesuits' hou.se," which had been
sold by the French Government after the country
was ceded to England, the Jesuit order having
been suppressed. A wooden fort, erected in 1736,
and known afterward by the British as Fort
Gage, had stood on the bluff opposite the town,
but, according to Pittman, this was burnt in 1766,
and there is no evidence that it was ever rebuilt.
Clark's expedition was thus far a complete success.
Roclieblave,
proving recalcitrant, was
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placed in irons and sent as a prisoner of war to
Williamsburg, while his slaves were confiscated,
the proceeds of their sale being divided among
Clark's troops. The inhabitants were easily
conciliated, and Cahokia having been captured
without bloodshed, Clark turned his attention to
Vincennes. Through the influence of Pierre
Gibault— the Vicar-General in charge at Kaskas-

—

the people of Vincennes were induced to
swear allegiance to the United States, and,
although the place was afterward captured by a
British force from Detroit, it was, on Feb.
24, 1779, recaptured by Colonel Clark, together
w^ith a body of prisoners but little smaller than
the attacking force, and S50.000 worth of property.
(See Clark, Col. George Rogers.)
Under Government of Virginia.— Seldom
in the history of the world have such important
results been achieved by such insignificant instrumentalities and with so little sacrifice of life, as
in this almost bloodless campaign of the youtliful
conqueror of Illinois. Having been won largely
through Virginia enterprise and valor and by
material aid furnished through Governor Henry,
the Virginia House of Delegates, in October,
kia

1778,

proceeded to assert the jurisdiction of that

commonwealth over the settlements of the Northwest, by organizing all the country west and
north of the Ohio River into a county to be called

ceased to be held and civil affairs fell into great
disorder.
"In effect, there was neither law nor
order in tlie 'Illinois Country' for the seven
years from 1783 to 1790."
During the progress of the Revolution, there
were the usual rumors and alarms in the "Illinois
Country" peculiar to frontier life in time of war.

The country, however, was singularly exempt
from any serious calamity such as a general
massacre. One reason for this was the friendly
relations which had existed between the French
and their Indian neighbors previous to the conquest, and which the new masters, after the capture of

Kaskaskia, took pains

to

perpetuate.

Several movements were projected by the Britisli
and their Indian allies about Detroit and in Canada, but they were kept so busy elsewhere that
they had little time to put their plans into execution.
One of these was a proposed movement
from Pensacola against the Spanish posts on the
lower Mississippi, to punish Spain for having
engaged in tlie war of 1779, but tlie promptness
with which the Spanish Governor of New Orleans
proceeded to capture Fort Manchac, Baton Rouge
and Natchez from their British possessors, convinced the latter that this was a "game at vrhich
two could play." In ignorance of these results,
an expedition, 7.50 strong, composed largely of
Indians, fitted out at

Mackinaw under command

and empowering

of Capt. Patrick St. Clair, started in the early

the Governor to appoint a "County-Lieutenant or
Commandant-in-Chief" to exercise civil author-

part of May, 1780, to co-operate with the expedition
on the lower Mississippi, but intending to deal a
destructive blow to the Illinois villages and the

"Illinois," (see Illinois County),

ity during the pleasure of the appointing power.
"Illinois County" was older than the States
of Ohio or Indiana, while Patrick Henry, the elo
quent orator of the Revolution, became ex-officio
Col. John Todd, a citizen of
its first Governor.

Thus

Kentucky, was appointed "County-Lieutenant,"
Dec. 12, 1778, entering upon his duties in

The militia was organized,
follovi^ing.
Deputy-Commandants for Kaskaskia and Cahokia
appointed, and the first election of civil officers
ever had in Illinois, was held under Colonel

May

Todd's direction. His record-book, now in possession of the Chicago Historical Society, shows
that he was accustomed to exercise powers
scarcely inferior to those of a State Executive.
(See Todd, Col. John.)
In 1782 one "Thimothe Demunbrunt" subscribed himself as "Lt. comd'g par interim, etc."
but the origin of his authority is not clearly
understood. He assumed to act as Commandant
until the arrival of Gov. Arthur St. Clair, first
Territorial Governor of the Northwest Territory,
After the close of the Revolution, courts
in 1790.

—

Spanish towns of St. Louis and St. Genevieve on
the way. This expedition reached St. Louis, May
26, but Col. George Rogers Clark, having arrived
at Cahokia with a small force twenty-four hours
earlier, prepared to co-operate with the Spaniards
on the western shore of the Slississippi, and the
invading force confined their depredations to killing seven or eight villagers, and then beat a
hasty retreat in the direction they had come.
These were the last expeditions organized to
regain the "Country of the Illinois" or capture
Spanish posts on the Mississippi.
Expeditions Against Fort St. Joseph. An
expedition of a difl'erent sort is worthy of mention

—

in this connection, as

it

originated in Illinois.

This consisted of a company of seventeen men,
led by one Thomas Brady, a citizen of Cahokia.
who, marching across the country, in the month
of October, 1780, after the retreat of Sinclair,
from St. Louis, succeeded in surprising and capturing Fort St. Joseph about where La Salle had
erected Fort Miami, near the mouth of the St.
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hundred years before. Brady
and his party captured a few British prisoners,
and a large quantity of goods. On their return,
while encamped on the Calumet, they were
attacked by a band of Pottawatomies. and all
were killed, wounded or taken prisoners except
Brady and two others, wlio escaped. Early in
Joseph River, a

January, 1781, a party consisting of sixty-five
whites, organized from St. Louis and Cahokia,
with some 200 Indians, and headed by Don
Eugenio Pourre, a Spaniard, started on a second
expedition against Fort St. Joseph. By silencing
the Indians, whom they met on their way, with
promises of plunder, they were able to reach the
fort without discovery, captured it and, raising
the Spanish flag, formally took possession in the
name of the King of Spain. After retaining possession for a few days, the party returned to St.
Louis, but in negotiating the treaty of peace at
Paris, in 1T83, this incident was made the basis
of a claim put forth by Spain to ownership of
the "Illinois Coimtry" "by right of conquest."
The Territorial Period. At the very outset
of its existence, the new Government of the
United States was confronted with an embarrassing question which deeply affected the interests
of the territory of which Illinois formed a part.
This was the claim of certain States to lands
lying between their western boundaries and the
Mississippi River, then the western boundary of
the Republic. These claims were based either
upon the terms of their original charters or upon
the cession of lands by the Indians, and it was
under a claim of the former character, as well as
by right of conquest, that Virginia assumed to exercise authorit}- over the "Illinois Country" after
its capture by the Clark expedition.
This construction was opposed by the States which, from
their geographical position or other cause, had
no claim to lands beyond their own boundaries,
and the controversy was waged with considerable
bitterness for several years, proving a formidable
obstacle to the ratification of the Articles of Con-

—

As early as 1779 the subject received
the attention of Congress in the adoption of a
resolution requesting the States having such
claims to "forbear settling or issuing warrants
federation.

for unappropriated lands or granting the

same

during the continuance of the present (Revolutionary) War. " In the following year, New York
authorized her Delegates in Congress to limit its
boundaries in such manner as they might think
expedient and to cede to the Government its
claim to western lands. The case was further complicated by the claims of certain land companies
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which had been previously organized. New York
filed her cession to the General Government of
lands claimed by her in October, 1782, followed
by Virginia nearly a year later, and by Massa178.5 and 1786.
Other
somewhat tardily, Georgia being
The
only
claims
of tliis charac1803.

chusetts and Connecticut in
States followed

the

last, in

were those of Virginia covering the southern part of the State, and
ter affecting lands in Illinois

Connecticut and Massachusetts applying to the
northern portion. It was from the splendid
domain north and west of the Ohio thus acquired
from Virginia and other States, that the Northwest Territory was finally organized.
Ordinance of 1787.—The first step was taken in
the passage by Congress, in 1784, of a resolution"
providing for the temporary government of the
Western Territory, and this was followed three
years later by the enactment of the celebrated
Ordinance of 1787. While this latter document
contained numerous provisions which marked a
new departure in the science of free government

—

as, for instance, that declaring that "religion,
morality and knowledge being necessary to good
government and the happiness of mankind,
schools and the means of education shall forever
be encouraged"— its crowning feature was the

sixth article, as follows: "There shall be neither
slavery nor involuntary servitude in the said
Territory, otherwise than in the

punishment of

crime, whereof the party shall have been duly

convicted."

Although there has been considerable controversy as to the authorship of the above and other
of this immortal document, it is
worthy of note that substantially the same language was introduced in the resolutions of 1784,
by a Delegate from a slave State Tliomas Jeffer-

provisions

—

Virginia —though not, at that time,
Jefferson was not a member of the
Congress of 1787 (being then Minister to France),
and could have had nothing directly to do with
the later Ordinance; yet it is evident that the
principle which he had advocated finally received
the approval of eight out of the thirteen States,
all that were represented in that Congress
including the slave States of Virginia, Delaware, North
Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia.
(See
son,

of

adopted.

—

Ordinance of 17S7.)

Northwest Territory Organized.— Under
the Ordinance of 1787, organizing the Northwest
Territory, Gen.
soldier

of

Arthur

St. Clair,

the Revolution,

who had been a

was appointed the

Governor on Feb. 1, 1788, with Winthrop
Sargent, Secretary, and Samuel Holden Parsons,
first

)

:
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Mitchell
Symmes, Judges.

Varnum

and

John

Cleves

Gen. William Henry Harrison,
succeeded Sargent as Secretary of the
June 26, 1798, was elected Delegate to
Congress, receiving a majority of one vote over
Arthur St. Clair, Jr. son of the Governor.

from Randolph.

All these were reappointed by
President Washington in 1789. The new Territorial Government was organized at Marietta, a
settlement on the Ohio, July 15, 1788, but it was

who had

nearly two years later before Governor St. Clair
visited Illinois, arriving at Kaskaskia, Marcli 5,
1790.

Ohio and Indiana Territories.— By act of
Congress, May 7, 1800, the Northwest Territory
was divided into Ohio and Indiana Territories
the latter embracing the region west of the present State of Ohio, and having its capital at "Saint

sadly in need of the obligations due them from
the Government for supplies furnished to Colonel
Clark twelve years before. After a stay of three

Vincent" (Vincennes). May 13, William Henry
Harrison, who had been the fir.st Delegate in Congress from the Northwest Territory, was appointed Governor of Indiana Territory, which at
Knox, St. Clair
first consisted of three counties
and Randolph—the two latter being within the
boundaries of the present State of Illinois. Their
aggregate population at this time was estimated
During his administration
at less than 5,000.
Governor Harrison concluded thirteen treaties
with the Indians, of which six related to the ces-

The County of St. Clair (named after him)
was organized at this time, embracing all the
settlements between the Wabash and the Missis(See St. Clair County.) He found the
sippi.
inhabitants generally in a deplorable condition,
neglected by the Government, the courts of justice practically abolished and many of the citizens

months, the Governor returned east. In 1795,
Judge Turner held the first court in St. Clair
County, at Cahokia, as the county-seat, although
both Cahokia and Kaskaskia had been named as
county-seats by Governor St. Clair. Out of the
disposition of the local authorities to retain the
ofHcial records at Cahokia, and consequent disagreement over the county-seat question, at least
in part, grew the order of 1795 organizing tlie
second county (Randolph), and Kaskaskia became
In 1796 Governor St. Clair paid
its county-seat.
a second visit to Illinois, accompanied by Judge
Symmes, who held court at both county-seats.
On Nov. 4, 1791, occurred the defeat of Governor St. Clair, in the western part of the present
State of Ohio, by a force of Indians \mder command of Little Turtle, in which the whites sustained a heavy loss of both men and property—
an event which had an vmfavorable effect upon
conditions throughout the Northwest Territory
generally. St. Clair, having resigned liis com-

mand of the army, was succeeded by Gen.
Anthony Wayne, who, in a vigorous campaign,
overwhelmed the Indians with defeat. This
resulted in the treaty with the Western tribes at
Greenville, August 3, 1795, which was the beginning of a period of comparative peace with the
(See
Indians all over the Western Country.
Wayne, (Gen.) Anthony.)
First Territorial Legislation. In 1798, the
Territory having gained the requisite population,
an election of members of a Legislative Council

—

and House of Representatives was held

in accord-

ance with the provisions of the Ordinance of 1787.
This was the first Territorial Legislature organized
in the history of tlie Republic.
nati,

Feb.

4,

Delegate from

1799,

It

met

at Cincin-

Shadrach Bond being the
County and John Edgar

St. Clair

Territory,

,

;

sion of lands in Illinois.

The

first

treaty relating

was that of Greenville, concluded by General Wayne in 1795. By this the
Government acquired six miles square at the
mouth of the Chicago River; twelve miles square
at the mouth of the Illinois six miles square at
the old Peoria fort the post of Fort Ma.ssac and
150,000 acres assigned to General Clark and his
soldiers, besides all other lands "in possession of
the French people and all other white settlers
among them, the Indian title to which had been
to lands in Illinois

;

;

;

thus extinguished." (See Indian Treaties; also,
Greenville, Treaty of.
During the year 1803, the treaty with France
for the purchase of Louisiana and West Florida
was concluded, and on March 26, 1804, an act was
passed by Congress attaching all that portion of
Louisiana lying north of the thirty-third parallel
of latitude and west of the Slississippi to Indiana
Territory for governmental purposes. This included the present States of Arkansas, Missouri,
Kansas, Nebraska, Iowa, Minnesota, the two
Dakotas and parts of Colorado, Wyoming and Montana. This arrangement continued only until
the following March, when Louisiana was placed
under a separate Territorial organization.
P'or four years Indiana Territory was governed
under laws framed by tlie Governor and Judges,
but, the population having increased to the required number, an election was held, Sept.
11, 1804, on the proposition to advance the government to the "second grade" by the election of
a Territorial Legislature. The smallness of the
vote indicated the indifference of the people on
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the subject. Out of 400 votes cast, the proposition
received a majority of 138. The two Illinois
counties cast a total of 143 votes, of wliicli St.
Clair furnished 81 and Randolph 61.
Tlie former
gave a majority of 37 against the measure and
the latter 19 in its favor, showing a net negative
majority of 18. The adoption of the proposition
was due. therefore, to the affirmative vote. in the
other coimties. There were in the Territory at
this time six counties; one of these (Wayne) was
in Michigan, which was set off. in 180.5, as a separate Territory. At the election of Delegates to
a Territorial Legislature, held Jan. 3, ISO.'J, Shadrach Bond, Sr., and William Biggs were elected
for St. Clair County and George Fisher for Randolph.

Bond having meanwhile become a mem-

ber of the Legislative Council, Shadrach Bond,

was chosen his successor.
convened at Vincennes, Feb.

The Legislature

Jr.,

7,

180.5,

but only

recommend a list of persons from whom
it was the duty of Congress to select a Legislative
Council. In addition to Bond, Pierre Menard
was chosen for Randolph and John Hay for St.

to

Clair.

Illinois Territory Organized.— The Illinois
counties were represented in two regular and one
special session of the Territorial Legislature during the time they were a part of Indiana Terri-

By

tory.

Feb.

3,

act of Congress, which became a law
1809, the Territory was divided, the west-

ern part being named Illinois.
At this point the history of

Illinois, as

rate political division, begins.

While

its

a sepa-

bounda-

other directions were as now, on the
north it extended to the Canada line. From
what has already been said, it appears that the
earliest white settlements were established by
French Canadians, chiefly at Kaskaskia, Cahokia
and the other villages in the southern part of the
ries in all

American Bottom. At the time of Clark's invasion, there were not known to have been more
than two Americans among these people, except
such himters and trappers as paid them occasional
visits.
One of tlie earliest American settlers in
Southern Illinois was Capt. Nathan Hull, who
came from Massachusetts and settled at an early
day on the Ohio, near where Golconda now
stands, afterward removing to the vicinity of
Kaskaskia, where he died in 180G. In 1781, a
company of immigrants, consisting (with one or
two exceptions) of members of Clark's command
in 1778, arrived with their families from Maryland and Virginia and established themselves on
the American Bottom. The "New Design" settlement, on the boundary line between St. Clair
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and Monroe Counties, and the first distinctively
American colony in the "Illinois Country," was
established by this party. .Some of its members
afterward became prominent in the liistory of the
Territory and the State. William Biggs, a member

of the

first

Territorial

Legislature,

with

others, settled in or near Kaskaskia about 1783,
and William Arundel, the first American merchant at Cahokia, came tliere from Peoria during
the same year. Gen. John Edgar, for many years
a leading citizen and merchant at the capital,
arrived at Kaskaskia in 1784, and William Morrison, Kaskaskia's principal merchant, came from

Philadelphia as early as 1790, followed .some years
afterward by several brothers. James Lemeu
came before the beginning of tlie present century, and was the founder of a large and influential family in the vicinity of Shiloh, St. Clair
County, and Rev. David Badgley headed a colony
154 from Virginia, who arrived in 1797.
other prominent arrivals of this period
were John Rice Jones, Pierre Menard (first
Lieutenant-Governor of the State), Shadrach
Bond, Jr. (first Governor), John Hay, John
Jlessinger, William Kinney, Capt. Joseph Ogle;
and of a later date, Nathaniel Pope (afterward

of

Among

Secretary' of the Territory, Delegate to Congress,
Justice of the United States Court and father of

the late Maj.-Gen. John Pope), Elias Kent

Kane

(first Secretary of State and afterward United
States Senator), Daniel P. Cook (first Attorney-

General and second Representative in Congress),
George Forquer (at one time Secretary of State),
and Dr. George Fisher all prominent in Terri-

—

or State
history.
(See' biogi-aphical
sketches of these early settlers under their respective names.
torial

The government of the new Territorj' was
organized by the appointment of Ninian Edwards, Governor; Nathaniel Pope, Secretary,
and Alexander Stuart, Obadiah Jones and Jesse
B. Thomas, Territorial Judges.
(See Edwards.
Ninian.)
Stuart having been transferred to
Missouri, Stanley Griswold was appointed in
his stead.
Governor Edwards arrived at Kaskaskia, the capital, in June, 1809.
At tliat
time the two counties of St. Clair and Randolph
comprised the settled portion of the Territory,
with a white population estimated at about 9,000.
The Governor and Judges immediately proceeded
to formulate a code of laws, and the appointments made by Secretary Pope, who had preceded
the Governor in liis arrival in the Territory, wer«
confirmed. Benjamin H. Doyle was the first
Attorney-General, but he resigned in a few
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months, when the place was offered to John J.
Crittenden the well-known United States Senfrom Kentucky at the beginning of the
Civil War— but by him declined.
Thomas T.
Crittenden was then appointed.
An incident of the year 1811 was the battle of
Tippecanoe, resulting in the defeat of Tecumseh,
the great chief of tlie Shawnees, by Gen. William
Henry Harrison. Four companies of mounted
rangers were raised in Illinois this year under
direction of Col. William Russell, of Kentucky,
wlio built Camp Russell near Edwardsville the
following year. They were commanded by Captains Samuel Whiteside. William B. Whiteside,
James B. Moore and Jacob Short. The memorable earthquake which had its center about New
Madrid, Mo., occurred in December of this
year, and was quite violent in some portions of
Southern Illinois. (See Earthquake of ISll. )
War of 1813. During the following year the
second war with England began, but no serious
outbreak occurred in Illinois until August, 1812,
when the massacre at Fort Dearborn, where
Chicago now stands, took place. This had long
been a favorite trading post of the Indians, at
first under French occupation and afterward
under the Americans. Sometime during 1803-04.
a fort had been built near the mouth of Chicago
River on the south side, on land acquired from the
Indians by the treaty of Greenville in 1795.
(See
Fort Dearborn.) In the spring of 1813 some
alarm had been caused by outrages committed by
Indians in the vicinity, and in the early part of
August, Capt. Natlian Heald, commanding the
garrison of less than seventy -five men, received
instructions from General Hull, in command at
Detroit, to evacuate the fort, disposing of the
public property as he might see fit. Friendly
Indians advised Heald either to make preparations for a vigorous defense, or evacuate at once.
Instead of this, he notified the Indians of his in-

—

ator

—

.

tention to retire and divide the stores among
them, with the conditions subsequently agreed
upon in council, tliat his garrison should be
afforded an

Wayne.

On

escort and safe passage to Fort
the 14th of August he proceeded to

distribute the bulk of the goods as promised, but

ammunition, guns and liquors were deThis he justified on the groxind that a
bad use would be made of them, while the
Indians construed it as a violation of the agreement. The tragedy which followed, is thus described in Moses' "History of Illinois:"
the

stroyed.

"Black Partridge, a Pottawatomie Chief, who
had been on terms of friendship with the whites.

appeared before Captain Heald and informed
him plainly that his young men intended to
imbrue their hands in the blood of the whites;
that he was no longer able to restrain them, and,
surrendering a medal he had worn in token of
amity, closed by saying: 'I will not wear a
token of peace while I am compelled to act as an
enemy.
In the meantime the Indians were rioting upon the provisions, and becoming so aggressive in their bearing that it was resolved to march
out the next day. The fatal fifteenth arrived.
To each soldier was distributed twenty-five
rounds of reserved ammxmition. The baggage
and ambulance wagons were laden, and the garrison slowly wended its way outside the protecting walls of the fort the Indian escort of 500
following in the rear. What next occurred in
this disastrous movement is narrated by Captain
Heald in his report, as follows: 'The situation of
the country rendered it necessary for us to take
the beach, with the lake on our left, and a high
sand bank on our right at about three hundred
yards distance. We had proceeded about a mile
and a half, when it was discovered ( by Captain
Wells) that the Indians were prepared to attack
us from behind the bank. I immediately marched
up with the company to the top of the bank,
when the action commenced; after firing one
round, we charged, and the Indians gave way in
front and joined those on our flanks. In about fifteen minutes they got possession of all our horses,
provisions and baggage of every description, and
finding the Miamis (who had come from Fort
Wayne with Captain Wells to act as an escort)
did not assist us, I drew off the few men I had
left and took possession of a small elevation in
the open prairie out of shot of the bank, or any
other cover. The Indians did not follow me but
assembled in a body on top of the bank, and after
some consultation among tliemselves, made signs
'

—

for

me

to approach them.

I

advanced toward

them alone, and was met by one of the Pottawatomie chiefs called Black Bird, with an interAfter shaking hands, he requested me to
surrender, promising to spare the lives of all the
prisoners.
On a few moments' consideration I
preter.

concluded it would be most prudent to comply
with this request, although I did not put entire
confidence in his promise. The troops had made
a brave defense, but what could so small a force
do against such overwhelming numbers? It was
evident with over half their number dead upon
tlie field, or wounded, further resistance would
be hopeless. Twenty-six regulars and twelve
militia, with two women and twelve children,
were killed. Among the slain were Captain
Wells, Dr. Van Voorhis and Ensign George
Ronan. (Captain Wells, when young, had been
captured by Indians and had married among
them.) He (WelLs) was familiar with all the
wiles, stratagems, as well as the vindictiveness
of the Indian character, and when the conflict
began, he said to his niece (Mrs. Heald), by
whose side he was standing, 'We have not the
slightest chance for life we must part to meet
no more in this world. God bless you.' With
these words he dashed forward into the thickest
of the fight. He refused to be taken prisoner,
;

knowing what

his fate

would

be,

when a young
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reil-skin

cut

him down with

his tomaliawk.
his bodj-. cut out his heart and ate
with savage delight.

jumped upon
a portion of it
•The prisoners taken were Captain Heald and
wife, both wounded, Lieutenant Helm, also
wounded, and wife, with twenty-five non-commissioned officers and privates, and eleven women
and cliildren. Tlie loss of the Indians was fifteen
killed.
Mr. Kinzie's faiiiilv liad been entrusted
to the care of some friendly" Indians and were not
with the retiring garrison. Tlie Indi.ms engaged
in this outrage were principally I'ottawatomies,
with a few Chippewas, Ottawiis. AViniiebagoes,

and Kickapoos. Fort Dearborn was plundered
and burned on the next morning." (See For^
Dearborn: aLso

War

of ISl^.)

Thus ended the most bloody tragedy that ever
occurred on the soil of Illinois with Americans as
victims. The place where this affair occurred,
was on the lake
shore about the foot of Eighteenth Street in
the present city of Chicago. After the destruction
of the fort, the site of the present city of Chicago

as described by Captain Heald,

remained unoccupied until 1816. when the fort
was rebuilt. At that time the bones of the victims of the massacre of 1812 .still lay bleaching
upon the sands near the lake shore, but thejwere gathered up a few years later and buried.
The new fort continued to be occupied somewhat
irregularly until 183T, when it was finally abandoned, there being no longer any reason for
maintaining it as a defense against the Indians.
Other Events of the War.—The part played
by Illinois in the War of 1812, consisted chiefly
in looking after the large Indian population
within and near its borders. Two expeditions
were undertaken to Peoria Lake in the Fall of
1812; the first of these, under the direction of
Governor Edwards, burned two Kickapoo villages, one of them being that of "Black Partridge," who had befriended the whites at Fort
Dearborn. A few weeks later Capt. Thomas E.
Craig, at the head of a company of militia, made a
descent upon the ancient French village of Peoria,
on the pretext that the inhabitants had harbored hostile Indians and fired on his, boats. He
burned a part of the town and, taking the people
as prisoners down the river, put them ashore
below Alton, in the beginning of winter. Both
these affairs were severely censured.
There were expeditions against the Indians on
the Illinois and Upper Mississippi in 1813 and
1814.
In the latter year, Illinois troops took part
with credit in two engagements at Rock Island
the last of these being in co-operation with regulars, under command of Maj. Zachary Taylor,
afterwards President, against a force of Indians
supported by the British. Fort Clark at Peoria

was erected
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and Fort Edwards at Warsaw, opposite the mouth of the Des Moines, at
the close of the campaign of 1814. A council
with the Indians, conducted by Governors
Edwards of Illinois and Clarke of Missouri, and
Auguste Chouteau, a merchant of St. Louis, as
Government Commissioners, on the Mississippi
just below Alton, in July, 1815, concluded a
in 1813,

treaty of peace with the principal Northwestern

thus ending the war.
First Territorial Legislature.— By act of
May 21, 1812, the Territory of
Illinois was raised to the second grade— i. e., empowered to elect a Territorial Legislature. In
Sei)tember, three additional counties— Madison,
tribes,

Congress, adopted

Gallatin and Johnson— were organized, making
five in all, and, in October, an election for
the
choice of five members of the Council and seven
Representatives was held, resulting as follows:
Councilmen— Pierre Menard of Randolph County
William Biggs of St. Clair; Sanmel Judy of

Madison; Thomas Ferguson of Johnson, and
Benjamin Talbot of Gallatin. RepresentativesGeorge Fisher of Randolph Joshua Oglesby and
Jacob Short of St. Clair; William Jones of Madi
son; Philip Trammel and Alexander Wilson of
Gallatin, and John Grammar of Johnson.
The
;

Legislature met at Kaskaskia, Nov. 2.5, the Council organizing with Pierre Menard as President
and John Thomas, Secretary; and the House,
with George Fisher as Speaker and William C.
Greenup, Clerk. Shadrach Bond was elected the
first Delegate to Congress.
A second Legislature was elected in 1814, convening at Kaskaskia, Nov. 14. Menard was con-

tinued President of the Council during the whole
Territorial period; while George Fisher was
Speaker of each House, except the Second. The

county of Edwards was organized in 1814, and
White in 181.'). Other counties organized under
the Territorial Government were Jackson, Monroe, Crawford and Pope in 1816; Bond in 1817,
and Franklin, Union and Washington in 1818,
making fifteen in all. Of these all but the
three last-named were organized previous to the
passage by Congress of the enabling act author-

izing the Territory of Illinois to organize a State
In 1816 the Bank of Illinois was

government.

established at

Shawneetown, with branches at

Edwardsville and Kaskaskia.

Early Towns —Besides

the French villages in
the American Bottom, there is said to have been
a French and Indian village on the west bank of
Peoria Lake, as early as 1711. This site appears
to have been abandoned about 1775 and a new-

)

;
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village established on the present site of Peoria

that year, should

soon after, which was maintained until 1812,
when it was broken up by Captain Craig. Other
early towns were Shawneetown, laid out in 1808
Belleville, established as the county-seat of St.
Clair County, in 1814; Edwardsville, founded in

Such a

1815;

Upper Alton,

in 1816,

and Alton,

in 1818.

Carmi, Fairfield, Waterloo, Golconda, Lawrenceville, Mount Carmel and Vienna also belonged to
this period; while Jacksonville, Springfield and
Galena were settled a few years later. Chicago
is mentioned in "Beck's Gazetteer" of 1823, as "a
village of Pike County."
Admission as a State.— The preliminary steps
for the admission of Illinois as a State, were taken
in the passage of an Enabling A ct by Congress,
April 13, 1818. An important incident in this
connection was the amendment of the act, making the parallel of 42' 30' from Lake Michigan to
the Mississippi River the northern boundary,
instead of a line extending from the southern
extremity of the Lake. This was obtained
tlirough the influence of Hon. Nathaniel Pope,
then Delegate from Illinois, and by it the State
secured a strip of country fifty-one miles in
width, from the Lake to the Mississippi, embracing what have since become fourteen of the most
populous counties of the State, including the citjof Chicago.
The political, material and moral
results which liave followed this important act,
have been tlie subject of much interesting discussion and cannot be easily over-estimated.
(See Northern Boundary Question; also Pope,
Nathaniel.

Another measure of great importance, which Blr.
Pope secured, was a modification of the provision
of the Enabling Act requiring the appropriation of
five per cent of the proceeds from the sale of public lands within the State, to the construction of
roads and canals. The amendment which he
secured authorizes the application of two-fifths
of this fund to the making of roads leading to the
State, but requires "the residue to be appropriated by tlie Legislature of the State for the
encouragement of learning, of which one-sixth
part shall be exclusively bestowed on a college or
university." This was the beginning of that
system of liberal encouragement of education by
the General Government, which has been attended with such beneficent results in the younger
States, and has reflected so much honor upon the
Nation.
(See Education; Railroads, and Illinois
<fc Michigan Canal.)
The Enabling Act required as a precedent condition that a census of the Territory, to be taken

show a population of

40,000.

result was shown, but it is now confessed
that the number was greatly exaggerated, the
true population, as afterwards given, being 34,020.
According to the decennial census of 1820, the

population of the State at that time was 55,163.
If there was any short-coming in this respect in
1818, the State has fully compensated for it by

unexampled growth in later years.
An election of Delegates to a Convention to
frame a State Constitution was held July 6 to 8,
1818 (extending through three days), thirty-three
Delegates being chosen from the fifteen counties
The Convention met at Kaskaskia,
of the State.
August 3, and organized bj- the election of Jesse
B. Thomas, President, and William C. Greenup,
Secretary, closing its labors, August 26. The
Constitution, which was modeled largely upon
the Constitutions of Kentucky. Ohio and Indiana,
was not submitted to a vote of the people. (See
Constitutional Conventions, especially Conven-

its

tion of ISIS.) Objection was made to
ance by Congress on the ground

its

accept-

the

tliat

population of the Territory was insuflacient and
that the prohibition of slavery was not as explicit as required by the Ordinance of 1787 but
these arguments were overcome and the document accepted by a vote of 117 yeas to 34 nays.
The only ofilcers whose election was provided for
by popular vote, were the Governor, Lieutenant;

Governor, Sheriffs, Coroners and County CommisThe Secretary of State, State Treasurer,
sioners.
Auditor of Public Accounts, Public Printer and
Supreme and Circuit Judges were all appointive
either by the Governor or General Assembly.
The elective franchise was granted to all white
male inhabitants, above the age of 21 years, who
had resided in the State six months.
The first State election was held Sept. 17,
1818, resulting in the choice of Shadrach Bond
for Governor, and Pierre Menard, LieutenantGovernor. The Legislature, chosen at the same
time, consisted of thirteen Senators and twenty-

seven Representatives. It commenced its session
at Kaskaskia, Oct. 5, 1818, and adjourned after a
session of ten days, awaiting the formal admisA
sion of the State, which took place Dec. 3.
second session of the same Legislature was held,
extending from Jan. 4 to March 31, 1819.
Risdon Moore was Speaker of the first House.
The other State oflacers elected at the first session were Elijah C. Berry, Auditor; John Thomas,
Treasurer, and Daniel P. Cook, Attorney-General.
Elias Kent Kane, having been appointed Secretary of State by the Governor, was confirmed by
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the Senate. Ex-Governor Edwards and Jesse H
Thomas were elected United States Senators, the
former drawing the short term and serving one
year, when he was re-elected.
Thomas served

two

terms, retiring in 1S29.

The

first

Supreme

Court consisted of Josepli Phillips, Chief Justice,
with Thomas C. Browne, William P. Foster and

John Rej^nolds, Associate Justices. Foster, wlui
was a mere adventurer without any legal knowledge, left the State in a few months and was
succeeded by William Wilson. (See State Officers.
United States Senators, and Judiciary.)
Menard, who served as Lieutenant-Governor
four years, was a notewortliy man. A native of
Canada and of French descent, he came to Kaskaskia in 1790. at the age of 24 years, and
engaged in mercantile pursuits. He was hospitable, frank, liberal

and enterprising.

The

fol-

lowing story related of him illustrates a pleasant feature of his character
"At one time there
was a scarcity of salt in the country, and Menard
held the t)uly supply outside of St. Louis. A
number of his neighbors called upon him for
what they wanted he declined to let them know
whether he could supply them or not, but told
them to come to his store on a certain day, when
he would inform them. They came at the time
appointed, and were seated,
ilenard passed
around among them and incjuired of each, 'You
got money?" Some said tliey had and some that
they had not, but would pay as soon as they
killed their hogs.
Those wlio had money he
directed to range tliemselves on one side of the
room and those who had none, on the other. Of
course, those who had the means expected to get
the salt and the others looked very much ilistressed and crestfallen.
Menard then spoke up
in his brusque way, and said, 'You men who got
de money, can go to St. Louis for your salt.
Dese poor men who got no money shall have my
salt, by gar.'
Such was the man noble-hearted
and large-minded, if unpolished and uncouth."
(See Menard, Pierre.
Removal of the Capital to Vandalia.
At the second session of the General Assembly,
five Commissioners were appointed to select a
:

;

—

—

new

site for

the State Capital.

What

is

now

the

was selected, and, in December,
the entire archives of the State were reto the new capital, being transported in
one small wagon, at a cost of $25.00, under the
supervision of the late Sidney Breese, who after
wards became United States Senator and Justice
of the Supreme Court. (See State Capitals.
During the session of the Second General
city of Vandalia
1820,

moved
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Assembly, which met at Vandalia, Dec. 4,
1820, a bill was passed establishing a State Bank
at Vandalia, with branches at Shawneetown,
Edwardsville and Brownsville. John McLean,
who had been the first Representative in Congress, was Speaker of the House at tliis session.
He was twice elected to the United States Senate,
tliough he served only about two years, dying in
IXI'.O.
(See State Bank.)
IXTKODUCTION- OF THE SLAVERY QUESTION.—
The second State election, which occurred in
August, 1822, proved the beginning of a turbulent period through the introduction of some
exciting questions into State politics. There
were four candidates for gubernatorial honors in
the field; Chief-Justice Phillips, of the Supreme
Court, supported bj' the friends of Governor
Bond; Associate- Justice Browne, of the same
court, supported by the friends of Governor
Edwards; Gen. James B. Moore, a noted Indian
fighter and the candidate of the "Old Rangers,"
and Edward Coles. The latter was a native of

who had served as private secretary of
President Monroe, and liad been employed as a

Virginia,
special

He had made two
the first in ISl.'i and the second
The Convention to form a State Constitu-

messenger to Russia.

visits to Illinois,

in 1818.

tion being in session

at the date of the latter
he took a deep interest in the discussion of
the slavery question and exerted his influence in
securing the adoption of the prohibitory article
visit,

On April t, 1819, he started
Virginia to remove to Edwardstaking with him his ten slaves. The

in the organic law.

from

his

home in

ville, 111.,

journey from

Brownsville,

Pa.,

was made

in

two

flat-boats to a point below Louisville, where
disembarked, traveling by land to Edwardsville.
While descending the Ohio River he surlie

prised his slaves by
free.

The

announcing that they were
by liimself, was
to avail them-

scene, as described

most dramatic.

Having declined

selves of the privilege of leaving Iiim, he took
tliem with him to his destination, wliere he
eventually gave each head of a family IGO acres

of land.

Arrived at Edwardsville, he assumed

position of Register of the Land Office, to
whicli he had been appointed by President Monroe, before leaving Virginia.
tlie

The act of Coles with reference to his slaves
established his reputation as an opponent of
slavery, and it was in this attitude that he stood
as a candidate for Governor both Phillips and

—

Browne being friendly to "the institution."
which had had a virtual existence in the "Illinoii
Country" from the time Renault broiight 50i)

)

;
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slaves to the vicinity of Kaskaskia, one hundred years before. Although the Constitution

election a proposition for a convention to revise
the Constitution. This passed the Senate by the

declared that "neither slavery nor involuntary
servitude shall hereafter be introduced into the
State," this had not been effectual in eliminating
it.
In fact, while this languafce was construed,
so long as it remained in the Constitution, as
prohibiting legislation authorizing the admission
of slaves from without, it was not regarded as
inimical to the institution as it already existed
and, as the population came largely from the
slave States, there had been a rapidly growing
sentiment in favor of removing the inhibitory
clause.
Although the pro-slavery party was
divided between two candidates for Governor,
it had hardly contemplated the possibility of
defeat, and it was consequently a surprise when
the returns showed that Coles was elected, receiving 2,854 votes to 2,687 for Phillips, 2,443 for

necessary two-thirds vote, and, having come up
in the House (Feb. 11, 1823), it failed by a single
vote Nicholas Hansen, a Representative from
Pike County, whose seat had been unsuccessfully
contested by John Shaw at the beginning of the
session, being one of those voting in the negative.
The next day, without further investigation, the
majority proceeded to reconsider its action in
seating Hansen two and a half months previously, and Shaw was seated in his place; though,
in order to do this, some crooked work was necessary to evade the rules. Shaw being seated,
the submission resolution was then passed. No
more exciting campaign was ever had in Illinois.
Of five papers then published in the State, "The
Edwardsville Spectator," edited by Hooper
Warren, opposed the measure, being finally reinforced by "The Illinois Intelligencer," which had
been removed to Vandalia; "The Illinois Gazette," at Shawneetown, published articles on
both sides of the question, though rather favoring
the anti-slavery cause, while "The Republican
Advocate," at Kaskaskia, the organ of Senator

Browne and

623

for

being 167 in a total of

Governor on

Moore
8,606.

— Coles"

plurality

Coles thus became

than one-third of the popular
Daniel P. Cook, who had made the race
vote.
for Congress at the same election against
McLean, as an avowed opponent of slavery, was
(See Coles.
successful by a majority of 876.
Edward; also Cook. Daniel Pope.
The real struggle was now to occur in the Legisless

which met Dec. 3, 1822. The House
organized with William M. Alexander as Speaker,
while the Senate elected Thomas Lippincott
(afterwards a prominent Presbyterian minister
and the father of the late Gen. Charles E. Lippincott), Secretary, and Henry S. Dodge, Enrolling
and Engrossing Clerk. The other State officers
appointed by the Governor, or elected by the
Legislature, were Samuel D. Lockwood, Secretary
of State Elijah C. Berry, Auditor Abner Field,
Treasurer, and James Turney, Attorney-General.
Lockwood had served nearly two years previously
as Attorney-General, but remained in the office
of Secretary of State only three months, when he
resigned to accept the position of Receiver for
the Land Office.
(See Lockwood, Samuel Drake. )
The slavery question came up in the Legislature on the reference to a special committee of a
portion of the Governor's message, calling attention to the continued existence of slavery in spite
of the ordinance of 1787, and recommending that
steps be taken for its extinction. Majority and
minority reports were submitted, the former
claiming the right of the State to amend its Constitution and thereby make such disposition of
the slaves as it saw proper. Out of this grew a
resolution submitting to the electors at the next
lature,

;

;

—

Elias Kent Kane, and "The Republican," at
Edwardsville, under direction of Judge Theophilus W. Smith, Emanuel J. West and Judge
Samuel McRoberts (afterwards Urtited States
Senator), favored the Convention. The latter

paper was established for tlie especial purpose of
supporting the Convention scheme and was
promptly discontinued on the defeat of the measure.
(See Newspapers. Early.) Among other
supporters of the Convention proposition were
Senator Jesse B. Thomas, John McLean, Richard
M. Young, Judges Phillips, Browne and Reynolds,
of the Supreme Court, and many more while
among the leading champions of tlie opposition,
were Judge Lockwood, George Forquer (afterward Secretary of State), Morris Birkbeck, George
Churchill, Thomas Mather and Rev. Thomas LipDaniel P Cook, then Representative in
pincott.
Congress, was the leading champion of freedom
on the stump, while Governor Coles contributed
the salary of his entire term (S4,000), as well as
Ills influence, to the support of the cause.
Governor Edwards (then in the Senate) was the owner
of slaves and occupied a non-committal position.
The election was held August 2, 1824, resulting in
4,972 votes for a Convention, to 6,640 against it,
defeating the proposition by a majority of 1,668.
Considering the size of the aggregate vote
By it
(11,612), the result was a decisive one.
Illinois escaped the greatest danger it ever en;
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countered previous to the War of the Rebellion.
(See Slavery and Slai'e Laws.
At the same election Cook was re-elected to
Congress by 3,010 majority over Shadrach Bond.
The vote for President was divided between John
Quincy Adams, Andrew Jackson, Henry Clay
and William H. Crawford Adams receiving a
pluralitj', but much below a majority. The Electoral College failing to elect a President, the
decision of the question passed into the hands of
the Congressional House of Representatives,
when Adams was elected, receiving the vote of
Illinois through its only Representative, Mr. Cook.
)

—

During the remainder of
Coles was

made

litigation at the

his term.

Governor

much

vexatious

the victim of

hands of his enemies, a verdict

being rendered against him in the sum of §2,000
for bringing his emancipated negroes into the
The LegisState, in violation of the law of 1819.
lature having passed an act releasing him from
the penalty, it was declared unconstitutional by
a malicious Circuit Judge, though his decision
was promptly reversed by the Supreme Court.
Having lived a few years on his farm near
Edwardsville, in 1832 he removed to Philadelphia,
where he spent the remainder of his days, his
death occurring there, July 7, 1868. In the face
of opprobrium and defamation, and sometimes in
danger of mob violence. Governor Coles performed a service to the State which has scarcely
(See Co/t'.v, Edirard.)
yet been fully recognized.
A ridiculous incident of the closing year of
Coles" administration was the attempt of Lieut.
(iov. Frederick Adolphus Hubbard, after having
tasted the sweets of executive power during the
Governor's temporary absence from the State, to
usurp tlie position after the Governor's return.
The ambitious aspirations of the would-be usurper
were siippressed by the Supreme Court.
An interesting event of the year 182.5, was the
He
visit of General La Fayette to Kaskaskia.
was welcomed in an address by Governor Coles,
and the event was made the occasion of much
festivity by the French citizens of the ancient

aei

United States Senators, and re-elected for a
second term in 1819, he had resigned this office in
first

1824 to accept the position of Minister to Mexico,
by appointment of President Monroe. Having
in a controversy with William
H. Crawford, Secretary of the Treasury, he
'resigned the Mexican mission, and, after a period
of retirement to private life for the first time
after he came to Illinois, he appealed to the
people of the State for endorsement, with the
result stated.
His administration was imeventful except for the "Winnebago War," which
caused considerable commotion on the frontier,
without resulting in much bloodshed. Governor
Edwards was a fine specimen of the "old school
gentleman" of that period dignified and poUshed
in his manners, courtly and precise in his address,
proud and ambitious, with a tendency to the
despotic in his bearing in consequence of having
been reared in a slave State and his long connection with the executive office.
His early education had been under the direction of the
celebrated William Wirt, between whom and
himself a close friendship existed. He was
wealthy for the time, being an extensive land-

become involved

—

owner as well as slave-holder and the proprietor of
stores and mills, which were managed by agents,
but he lost heavily by bad debts. He was for
many years a close friend of Hooper Warren, tlie
pioneer printer, furnishing the material with
which the latter published his papers at Springfield

and Galena.

At the expiration

of his term

of office near the close of 1830, he retired to his

home

at Belleville, where, after

successful

campaign

for

making an un-

Congress

in

1832,

in

which he was defeated by Charles Slade, he
died of cholera, July 20, 1833. (See Edwards,
mnian.)
William Kinney, of

(See La Fayette, Visit of.)
The first State House at Vandalia having been
destroyed by fire, Dec. 9, 1823, a new one was
erected during the following year at a cost of
$12, 381.TO, toward which the people of Vandalia

Belleville, who was a candidate for Lieutenant-Ciovernor on the ticket
opposed to Edwards, was elected over Samuel M.
Thompson. In 1830, Kinney became a candidate
for Governor but was defeated by John Reynolds,
known as the "Old Ranger." One of the arguments used against Kinney in this campaign was
that, in the Legislature of 1823, he w.as one of
three members who voted against the Illinois &
Michigan Canal, on the ground that "it (the
canal) would make an opening for the Yankees

contributed $5,000.

to

capital.

Edwards' Administr.^tion.— The
in again

State elec-

Ninian
Edwards to the gubernatorial chair, which he
had filled during nearly the whole of the existence of Illinois as a Territory. Elected one of the
tion of

1826 resulted

calling

come

to the countrj'."

During Edwards' administration the first steps
were taken towards the erection of a State penitentiary at Alton, funds therefor being secured
by the sale of a portion of the saline lands in Gallatin County. (See Alton Penitentiary.) The first

—
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Commissioners having charge of its construction
were Shadrach Bond, William P. McKee and
Dr. Gershom Jayne the last-named the father of
Dr. William Jayne of Springfield, and father-inlaw of the late Senator Lyman Trumbull.
Governor Reynolds Bl.\ck Hawk War.

—

—

—

The

election of 1830 resulted in the choice of

John

Reynolds for Governor over William Kinney, by
a majority of 3,899, in a total vote of 49,051,
while Zadoc Casey, the candidate on the Kinney
(See
ticket, vras elected Lieutenant-Governor.

The most important event of Reynolds' adminwas the "Black-Hawk War." Eight
thousand militia were called out during this war
istration

to reinforce 1,500 regular troops, the final result
being the driving of 400 Indians west of the Misite

Rock

Island,

which had been the

favor-

rallying point of the Indians for generations,
at the beginning of this

was the central point

war. It is impossible to give the details of this
complicated struggle, wliich was protracted

through two campaigns (1831 and 1832). though
there was no fighting worth speaking of except
in the last, and no serious loss to the whites in
that, except the surprise and defeat of Stillman's
command. Beardstown was the base of operations in each of these campaigns, and that city
has probably never witnessed such scenes of
The Indian village
bustle and excitement since.
at Rock Island was destroyed, and the fugitives,
after being pursued through Northern Illinois
and Southwestern Wisconsin without being
allowed to surrender, were driven beyond the
Mississippi in a famishing condition and with
Galena, at that time
spirits completely broken.
the emporium of the "Lead Mine Region," and
the largest town in the State north of Springfield,
was the center of great excitement, as the war
was waged in tlie region surrounding it. (See
Black Hawk War.) Although cool judges have
not regarded this campaign as reflecting honor
upon either the prowess or the magnanimity of
the whites, it was remarkable for the number of
those connected with it whose names afterwards
became famous in the history of the State and
the Nation. Among tliem were two who afterwards became Presidents of the United States
Col. Zachary Taylor of the regular army, and
Abraham Lincoln, a Captain in the State militia
besides Jefferson Davis, then a Lieutenant in
the regular army and afterwards head of the
Soutliern Confederacy; three subsequent Governors Duncan, Carlin and Ford besides Governor Reynolds, vi'ho at that time occupied the

—

—

;

;

others.

Under the census

Reynolds, John.)

sissippi.

gubernatorial chair; James Semple, afterwards
United States Senator John T. Stuart, Lincoln's
law preceptor and partner, and later a Member
of Congress, to say nothing of many others, who, in
•after years, occupied prominent positions as members of Congress, the Legislature or otherwise.
Among the latter were Gen. John J. Hardin;
the late Joseph Gillespie, of Edwardsville; Col.
William Thomas of JacksonJohn Dement
ville; Lieut. -Col. Jacob Fry; Henry Dodge and

—

of

Illinois

1830,

became

Representatives in Congress
had been represented
from the date of its admission as a State. Lieutenant-Governor Casey, having been elected to
the Twenty-third Congress for the Second District under the new ajiportionment, on March 1,
1833, tendered his resignation of the LieutenantGovernorship, and was succeeded by William L.
D. Ewing, Temporary President of the Senate.
{See A2}2)ortionment, Congressional; Casey, Zadoc,
and Re2yresentatives in Congress.) Within two
weeks of the close of his term (Nov. 17, 1834),
Governor Reynolds followed the example of his
associate in office by resigning the Governorship
to accept the seat in Congress for the First (or
Southern) District, which had been rendered
vacant by the death of Hon. Charles Slade, the
This
incumbent in office, in July previous.
opened the way for a new promotion of acting
Lieutenant-Governor Ewing, who thus had the
distinction of occupying the gubernatorial oflJce
(See Reynolds.
for the brief space of two weeks.
entitled to three

instead of one, by

whom it

John, and Slade. Cha7'les.)
Ewing probably held a greater variety of
offices under the State, than any other man who
Repeatedly elected to each
ever lived in it.
branch of the General Assembl}', he more than
once filled the chair of Speaker of the House and
President of the Senate served as Acting Lieutenant Governor and Governor by virtue of the
resignation of his superiors; was United States
;

Senator from 1835 to 1837; still later became
Clerk of the House where he had presided as
Speaker, finally, in 1843, being elected Auilitor of
Public Accounts, and dying in that office three
years later. In less than twenty years, he held
eight or ten different offices, including the highest in the State. (See Ewing. William Lee Davidson.)

Duncan's Administr.ation.

who had

served the State as

ative in three Congresses,

August, 1834, over

four

—Joseph

its

was

Duncan,

only Represent-

elected Governor,

competitors

— William

HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.
Kinney, Robert K. McLaughlin, James Evans
and W. B. Archer. (See Duncan, Joseph.
His administration was made memorable h_v
)

distinguished men who
either entered public life at this period or gained
additional prominence bj' their connection with
public affairs. Among these were Abraham Lin-

the

large

number

of

coln and Stephen A. Douglas

Col. E. D. Baker,
wlio afterward and at different times represented
Illinois and Oregon in the councils of the Xation,
;

and who fell at Ball's Bluff in 18G2; Orville H.
Browning, a prospective United States Senator
and future cabinet officer: Lieut. -Gov. John
Dougherty: Gen. James Shields, Col. John J.
Hardin. Archibald Williams, Cyrus and Ninian
\V. Edwards: Dr. John Logan, father of Gen.
John A. Logan: Stephen T. Logan, and many
administration was begun that
gigantic scheme of "internal improvements,"
which proved so disastrous to the financial interThe estimated cost of the
ests of the State.
various works undertaken, was over §11,000,000,
and though little of substantial value was realized, yet, iu t8.")3, the debt (principal and interest) thereby incurred (including tliat of the
The colcanal), aggregated nearly .?1 7, 000. 000.
lapse of the scheme was, no doubt, hastened by
the unexpected suspension of specie payments
by tlie banks all over the country, which followed
(See Internal Improvesoon after its adoption.
this

ment Policy; also State Debt.)
Capital Removed to >SPRiNaFiELD. At the
Assembly of 1836-37, an act
was passed removing the State capital to Springfield, and an appropriation of §.50, 000 was made to

—

session of the General

erect a building
field

destruction of the material, wlien a third press
having been procured, it was taken from the
warehouse and thrown into the Slississippi. A
press was ordered, and, pending its
Lovejoy appeared before a public meethis opponents and, in an impassioned
address, maintained his right to freedom of

fourth

arrival,

ing of

speech, declaring in conclusion: "If the civil
authorities refuse to protect nie, I must look to
God and if I die, I have determined to make my
;

These words proved prophetic.
was stored in the warehouse of
& Co. on the night of Nov. 6.

grave in Alton."

more.

During
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a bitter
local opposition which led to its removal to
Alton, where the first number of "The Alton
Observer" was issued, Sept. 8, 1836, though not
xmtil one press and a considerable portion of the
material had been destroyed by a mob. On the
night of August 21, 1837, there was a second
hostility of this paper to slavery aroused

;

to this

amount the city of Spring-

added a like sum, besides donating a

site.

In

securing the passage of these acts, tlie famous
"Long Nine," consisting of A. G. Herndon and
Job Fletcher, in the Senate: and Abraham Lincoln, Ninian W. Edwards, John Dawson. Andrew
McCormick, Dan Stone. William F. Elkin and
Robert L. Wilson, in the House all Representatives from Sangamon County played a leading

—
—
The Murder of Lovejoy. — An event occurred

part.

near the close of Governor Duncan's term, which
left a stain upon the locality, but for which his
administration had no direct responsibility; towit, the murder of Rev. Elijah P. Lovejoy, by a
Lovejoy was a native
pro-slavery mob at Alton.
of Maine, who. coming to St. Louis in 1827. had
been employed upon various papers, the last
being "The St. Louis Observer." The outspoken

The new

press

Godfrey, Gillman

,

1837.
A guard of sixty volunteers remained
about the bviilding the next day, but when night
came all but nineteen retired to their homes.
During the night a mob attacked the building,
when a shot from the inside killed Lyman Bishop.
An attempt was then made by the rioters to fire
the warehouse by sending a man to the roof. To
dislodge the incendiary, Lovejoy, with two
others, emerged from the building, when two or
three men in concealment fired upon him, the
shots taking effect in a vital part of his body,
causing his death almost instantly. He was
buried the following day without an inquest.
Several of the attacking party and the defenders
of the building were tried for riot and acquitted
the former probably on account of popular
sympathy with the crime, and the latter because
they were guiltless of any crime except tliat of
defending private property and attempting to
preserve the law. The act of firing the fatal
a Dr.
sliots has been charged upon two men
Jennings and his comrade. Dr. Beall. The
former, it is said, was afterwards cut to pieces in
a bar-room fight in Vicksburg, Sliss., while the
latter,
having been captured by Comanche
On the
Indians in Texas, was burned alive.
other hand, Lovejoy has been honored as a
martyr and the sentiments for which he died
have triumphed. (See Lovejoy, Elijah Parish:

—

—

also ^4/^0(1 Riots.)

—

Carlin Succeeds to the Governorship.
Duncan was succeeded by Gov. Thomas Carlin.
who was chosen at the election of 1838 over
Cyrus Edwards (a younger brother of Gov.
Ninian Edwards), who was the Whig candidate.

—
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The successful candidate for Lieutenant-Governor
was Stinson H. Anderson of Jefferson County.
(See C'arlin, (Gov.) Thomas; Anderson, Stinson H.)
Among the members of the Legislature chosen
at this time we find the names of Orville H.
Browning, Robert Blackwell, George Churchill,
William G. Gatewood, Ebenezer Peck (of Cook
County), William A. Richardson, Newton Cloud,
K. Dubois, O. B. Ficklin, Vital Jarrot,
John Logan, William F. Tlioniton and Archibald
Williams all men of prominence in the subsequent history of the State. This was the last
Legislature that assembled at Vandalia, SpringThe
field becoming the capital, July 4, 1839.
corner-stone of the first State capitol at SpringJuly
ceremonies,
4,
field was laid with imposing
1837, Col. E. D. Baker delivering an eloquent
address. Its estimated cost was |130,000, but
Jftsse

—

$240,000

was expended upon

it

before

its

com-

pletion.

An

incident of this campaign was the election
to Congress, after a bitter struggle, of John T.
Stuart over Stephen A. Douglas from the Third
Stuart
District, by a majority of fourteen votes.
was re-elected in 1840, but in 1842 he was suc-

new apportionment, by Col. John
while Douglas, elected from the
then entered the National Coun-

ceeded, under a
J.

Hardin,

Quincy

District,

cils for

the

first

time.

—

An exciting
Field-McClernand Contest.
event connected with Carlin's administration was
the attemjit to remove Alexander P. Field from
the office of Secretary of State, which he had
held since 1828. Under the Constitution of 1818,
this office was filled by nomination by the Governor "with the advice and consent of the
Carlin nominated John A. McClerSenate."
nand to supersede Field, but the Senate refused to
confirm the nomination. After adjournment of
the Legislature, McClernand attempted to obtain
possession of the office by writ of quo warranto.
The Judge of a Circuit Court decided the case in
his favor, but this decision was overruled by the
Supreme Court. A special session having been
called, in November, 1840, Stephen A. Douglas,
then of Morgan County, was nominated and confirmed Secretary of State, but held tlie position
only a few months, when lie resigned to accept a
place on the Supreme bench, being succeeded as
Secretary bj' Lyman Trumbull.
Supreme Court Revolutionized.
Certain
decisions of some of the lower courts about this
time, bearing upon the suffrage of aliens, excited
the apprehension of the Democrats, who had
heretofore been in political control of the State,

—

and a movement was started in the Legislature
to reorganize the Supreme Court, a majority of
whom were Whigs. The Democrats were not
unanimous in favor of the measure, but, after a
bitter struggle, it was adopted, receiving a bare
majority of one in the House. Under this act
Thomas
five additional Judges were elected, viz.
Ford, Sidney Breese, Walter B. Scates, Samuel
all DemoH. Treat and Stephen A. Douglas
Mr. Ford, one of the new Judges, and
crats.
:

—

afterwards Governor, has characterized this step
as "a confessedly violent and somewhat revolutionary measure, which could never have succeeded except in times of great party excite-

ment."

The great Whig mass-meeting at Springfield,
1840, was an incident of the political
campaign of that year. No such popular assemblage had ever been seen in the State before. It
is estimated that 20,000 people— nearly five per
cent of the entire population of the State were
present, including a large delegation from Chicago who marched overland, under command of
the late Maj.-Gen. David Hunter, bearing with
them many devices so popular in that memorable
in June,

—

campaign.

Ford Elected Governor.

— Judge

Thomas

Ford became the Democratic candidate for Governor in 1842, taking the place on the ticket of
Col. Adam W. Snyder, who had died after nomi-

Ford was elected b}' more than 8,000
majority over ex-Governor Duncan, the Whig
candidate. John Moore, of McLean County (who
had been a member of the Legislature for several
terms and was afterwards State Treasurer),
was elected Lieutenant-Governor. (See Ford,
Thomas: Snyder, Adam W.. and Moore, John.)
Emb.\rrassing Questions. The failure of the
State and the Shawneetown banks, near the close
of Carlin's administration, had produced a condition of business depression that was felt all over
the State. At the beginning of Ford's administration, the State debt was estimated at §15. 657,950 within about one million of the highest
point it ever reached while the total population
was a little over half a million. In addition to
these drawbacks, the Mormon question became a
source of embarrassment. This people, after
having been driven from Missouri, settled at
Nauvoo, in Hancock County they increased
rapidly in numbers, and, by the arrogant course
of their leaders and their odious doctrines
especially with reference to "celestial marriage,"
and their assumptions of authority aroused the
bitter hostility of neighboring communities not
nation.

—

—

—

;

—

HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.
of their faith.

The popular indignation became

greatly intensified by the course of unscrupulous
politicians and the granting to the Mormons, by
the Legislature, of certain charters and special
privileges.
Various charges were made against

the obnoxious sect, including rioting, kidnaping, robbery, counterfeiting, etc., and the Governor called out the militia of the neighboring
counties to preserve the peace. Josepli Smith
the founder of the sect with his brother Hyruni
and three others, were induced to surrender to
the authorities at Carthage, on the 23d of June,
1844, under promise of protection of their persons.
Then tlie charge was changed to treason
and they were thrown into jail, a guard of eight
men being placed about the building. A considerable portion of tlie militia had disbanded and
returned home, while others were openly hostile
to the prisoners.
On June 27 a band of 150
disguised men attacked the jail, finding little
opposition among those set to guard it. In
the assault which followed both of the Smiths
were killed, while John Taylor, another of
the prisoners, was wounded. The trial of the
murderers was a farce and they were acquitted.
A state of virtual war continued for a year,
in which Governor Ford"s authority was openly
defied or treated with contempt by those whom
he had called upon to preserve the peace. In
the fall of 1845 the Mormons agreed to leave
the State, and the following spring the pilgrimage to Salt Lake began. Gen. John J. Hardin,
who afterward fell at Buena Vista, was twice

—

called on

by Governor Ford

to

head parties of

militia to re-store order, while Gen.

Mason Bray-

man

he met from

liis

own

party.

Mexican War.—A

still

205
(See Ford, Tliomas.)

more

tragic chapter

opened during the last year of Ford's administration, in the beginning of the war with Mexico.
Three regiments of twelve months' volunteers,
called for by the General Government from the
State of Illinois, were furnished with alacrity,
and many more men offered their services than
could be accepted. The names of their respective
commanders— Cols. John J. Hardin, William H.
Bissell and Ferris Forman — have been accorded
a high place in the annals of the State and the
Nation. Hardin was of an honorable Kentucky

family he had achieved distinction at tlie bar
and served in the State Legislature and in Congress, and his death on the battlefield of Buena
Vista was universally deplored.
(See Hardin,
John J.) Bissell afterward served with di.stinction in Congress and was the first Republican
Governor of Illinois, elected in 1856. Edward D.
;

Baker, then a W^liig member of Congress, received authority to raise an additional regiment,
laid the foundation of a reputation as broad
as the Nation.
Two other regiments were raised

and

in the State "for the war during the next year,
led respectively by Col. Edward W. B. Newby and
James Collins, beside four independent companies
of mounted volunteers.
The whole number of
"

volunteers furnished by Illinois in tliis conflif^t
was 6,123, of whom 86 were killed, and 182

wounded,

12 dying of their wounds.
Their loss
was greater than that of any other
and the number of wounded onlj' exceeded
by those from South Carolina and Pennsylvania.

in

killed

State,

Among

other lUinoisans

who

participated in this

conducted the negotiations which resulted
in the promise of removal.
The great body of
the refugees spent the following winter at Council Bluffs, Iowa, arriving at Salt Lake in June
following.
Another considerable body entered

were Thomas L. Harris, William A.
Richardson, J. L. D. Morrison, Murray F. Tuley
and Charles C. P. Holden, while still others,

the service of the Government to obtain .safe eonduct and sustenance acro.ss the plains.
While

them

the conduct of the Mormons during their stay
at Nauvoo was, no doubt, very irritating and
often lawless, it is equally true that the disordered condition of affairs was taken advantage
of by unscrupulous demagogues for dishonest
purposes, and this episode has left a stigma
upon the name of more than one over-zealous antiMormon hero. (See Mormons: Smith, .Joseph.)
Though Governor Ford's integrity and ability
in certain directions have not been questioned,
his administration was not a successful one,
largely on account of tlie conditions which prevailed at the time and the embarrassments which

struggle,

either in the ranks or in subordinate positions,
received the "baptism of fire" which prepared
to win distinction as commanders of corps,
divisions, brigades and regiments tluring the War
of the Rebellion, including such names as John
A. Logan, Richard J. Oglesby, Benjamin M.

James D. Morgan. W. H. L. Wallace
at Pittsburg Landing), Stephen (i.
Michael K. Lawler, Leonard F. Ross.
Isham X. Haynie, Theophilus Lyle Dickey.
Dudley Wickersham, Isaac C. Pugh. Thomas H.
Flynn, J. P. Post, Nathaniel Niles, W. R. Morri.soii, and others.
(See Mr.rican Tl'ar.
Prentiss.

(who

fell

Hicks,

French's Administration-Massac Rebellion.
for the Mexican War, which was still
and acts of mob violence in certain
portions of the State especially t>y a band of self-

—Except

in progress,

—
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styled "regulators" in Pope and Massac Counties

—the

administration of Augustus C. French,
which began with the close of the year 1846, was
a quiet one. French was elected at the previous
August election by a vote of 58,700 to 36,775 for
Thomas M. Kilpatrick, the Whig candidate, and
5,112 for Richard Eels, Lhe Free-Soil (or Aboli-

The Whigs held their first State
Convention this year for the nomination of a
State ticket, meeting at Peoria. At the same
election Abraham Lincoln was elected to Congress, defeating Peter Cartwright, the famous
pioneer Methodist preacher, who was the Democratic candidate.
At the session of tlie Legislature which followed, Stephen A. Douglas was
elected to the United States Senate as successor
to James Semple.
tion) candidate.

—

New Convention Movement.
Governor
French was a native of New Hampshire, born
August 2, 1808; he had practiced his profession
as a lawyer in Crawford County, had been a
member of the Tenth and Eleventh General
Assemblies and Receiver of the Land Office at
Palestine.
The State had now begun to recover
from the depression caused by the reverses of
1837 and subsequent years, and for some time its
growth in population had been satisfactory. The
old Constitution, however, had been felt to be a
hampering influence, especially in dealing with
the State debt, and, as early as 1842, the question
of a State Convention to frame a new Constitution had been submitted to popular vote, but was
defeated by the narrow margin of 1,039 votes.
The Legislature of 1844-45 adopted a resolution
for resubmission, and at the election of 1846 it
was approved by the people by a majority of
The State then
35,326 in a total vote of 81,352.
contained ninety-nine counties, with an aggregate
population of 662,150. Tlie asse.ssed valuation of
property one year later was §92,206,493, while
the State debt was §16,661,795 or more than
eighteen per cent of the entire assessed value of
the property of the State.

—

Constitutional Convention of 1847. —The
election of members of a State Convention to
form a second Constitution for the State of Illinois, was held April 19, 1847.
Of one himdred
and sixty-two members chosen, ninety-two were
Democrats,
of

leaving
the

members to all
The Convention
7, 1847; it was
Newton Cloud, Per-

seventy

opposition.

at Springfield,

June

organized by the election of
manent President, and concluded its labors after
a session of nearly three months, adjourning
August 31. The Constitution was submitted to

a vote of the people, March 6, 1848, and was ratiby 59,887 votes in its favor to 15,859 against.
special article prohibiting free persons of color
from settling in the State was adopted by 49,060
votes for, to 20,883 against it; and another, providing for a two-mill tax, by 41,017 for, to 30,586
against.
The Constitution went into effect April
(See Constitutions; also Constitutional
1, 1848.
fied

A

Convention of 1847.)

The provision imposing a special two mill tax,
to be applied to the payment of the State indebtedness, was the means of restoring the State
while that prohibiting the immigration
accordance
spirit of the times, brought upon the
State much opprobrium and was repudiated
with emphasis during the War of the Rebellion.
The demand for retrenchment, caused by the
financial depression following the wild legislation
of 1837, led to the adoption of many radical provisions in the new Constitution, some of which
were afterward found to be serious errors opening tlie way for grave abuses. Among these
credit,

of free persons of color, though in

with the

was

tlie

practical limitation of tlie biennial ses-

sions of the General

Assembly to forty-two days,

while the per diem of members was fixed at two

The salaries of State officers were also
fixed at what would now be recognized as an
absurdly low figure, that of Governor being
61,500; Supreme Court Judges, SI, 200 each; Cirdollars.

cuit Judges, SI, 000; State Auditor, SI, 000; Secretary of State, and State Treasurer, S800 each.
Among less objectionable provisions were those
restricting the right of suffrage to white

male

citizens above tlie age of 21 years, wliich excluded

(except as to residents of tlie State at the time of
the adoption of the Constitution) a cla.ss of
unnaturalized foreigners who had exercised the
privilege as "inhabitants" under the Constitution of 1818; providing for the election of all
State, judicial and county officers by popular
prohibiting the State from incurring indebtedness in excess of S50,000 without a special
vote of the people, or granting the credit of the
State in aid of any individual association or corporation; fixing the date of the State election
on the Tuesday after the first Monday in November in every fourth year, instead of the first
Monday in August, as liad been the rule imder
the old Constitution. The tenure of office of all
State officers was fixed at four years, except that
vote:

which was made two years,
and the Governor alone was made ineligible to
immediate re-election. The number of members
of the General Assembly was fixed at twenty-five
of State Treasurer,
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in the Senate

subject
crease

to

a

when

and seventy-five in

tlie

House,

certain specified ratio of inthe population should exceed

1,000,000.

As the Constitution of 1818 had been modeled
upon the fomi then most popular in the Southern

— especially

with reference to the large
appointive by the Governor, or elective by the Legislature so the new
States

number

of officers

made

—

Constitution was, in some of its features, more in
harmony with those of other Northern States,
and indicated the growing influence of New England sentiment. This was especially the case
with reference to the section providing for a sys-

tem

of township organization in the several
counties of the State at the pleasure of a majority
of the voters of each county.
Elections of 18-18.— Besides tlie election for

the ratification of the State Constitution, three
other State elections were held in 1848, viz.: (1)
for the election of State officers in August; (2)
an election of Judges in September, and (3) the
Presidential election in November. At the first
of these. Governor French, whose first term had
been cut short two years by the adoption of the
new Constitution, was re-elected for a second
term, practically without opposition, the vote
against him being divideil between Pierre Menard
and Dr. C. V. Dyer. French thus became his
own successor, being the first Illinois Governor
to be re-elected, and, though two years of his
first term had been cut off by the adoption of the
Constitution, lie served in the gubernatorial
office six years.
The other State officers elected,
were William McMurtry, of Knox, LieutenantGovernor; Horaces. Cooley, of Adams, Secretary
of State; Thomas H. Campbell, of Randolph,
Auditor; and Milton Cari)enter, of Hamilton,
all Democrats,
and all but
Sta,te Treasurer
McMurtry being their own successors. At the
Presidential election in November, the electoral
vote was given to Lewis Cass, the Democratic

—

candidate,

who

for Taylor, the

received .56,300 votes, to r)3,047

Whig

candidate, and

l.'),T74

for

Martin Van Buren. the candidate of the Free

Democracy or

Thus, for the first
time in the history of the State after 1824, the
Democratic candidate for President failed to
receive an absolute majority of the popular vote,
being in a minority of 12,.j21, while having a
The
plurality over the Whig candidate of 3.2.53.
only noteworthy results in the election of Congressmen this year were the election of Col. E. D.
Baker (Whig), from the Galena District, and
that of Maj. Thomas L. Harris (Democrat), from
Free-Soil party.

267

Both Baker and Harris
had been soldiers in the Mexican War, which
probably accounted for their election in Districts
usually opposed to them politically. The other
five Congressmen elected from the State at the
same time including John Wentworth, then
chosen for a fourth term from the Chicago District
were Democrats. The Judges elected to
the Supreme bench were Lyman Trumbull, from
the Southern Division
Samuel H. Treat, from
the Central, and John Dean Caton, from the
Northern all Democrats.
A leading event of this session was the election
of a United States Senator in place of Sidney
Breese.
Gen. James Shields, who had been
severely wounded on the battle-field of Cerro
Gordo; Sidney Breese, wlio had been the United
States Senator for six years, and John A. McClernand, then a member of Congress, were
arrayed against each other before the Democratic
tlie

Springfield District.

—

—

;

—

After a bitter contest, Shields was
declared the choice of liis party and was finally
caucus.

elected.

He

did not immediately obtain his seat,

however. On presentation of his credentials,
after a heated controversy in Congress and out of
it, in which he injudiciously assailed his predein very intemperate language, he was
declared ineligible on the ground that, being of
foreign birth, the nine years of citizenship

cessor

by the Constitution after naturalization
had not elapsed previous to his election. In
October, following, the Legislature was called
re(iuired

together in .special session, and. Shields' disability having now been removed by the expiration
of the constitutional period, he

was

re-elected,

though not without a renewal of the bitter contest of the regular session.
Another noteworthy
event of this special session was the adoption of
a joint resolution favoring the principles of the

"Wilmot Proviso." Although this was rescinded
at the next regular session, on the ground tliat the
points at issue had been settled in the Compromise measures of 1850, it indicated the drift of

sentiment in Illinois toward opposition to the
spread of the institution of slavery, and this was
more strongly emphasized by the election of
«
Abraham Lincoln in 1860.
Illinois Central Railroad.— Two important
measures which passed the General Assembly at
the session of 1851, were the Free-Banking Law,
and the act incorporating the IlUnois Central
still

Railroad Company. The credit of first suggesting this great thoroughfare has been claimed for

William Smith W^aite. a citizen of Bond County.
111., as early as 1835. although
a .special charter

;
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a road over a part of this line had been passed
by the Legislature in 1834. W. K. Ackerman, in
his "Historical Sketch" of the Illinois Central
for

Railroad, awards the credit of originating this
enterprise to Lieut. -Gov. Alexander M. Jenkins,
in the Legislature of 1833, of wliicli he was a

member, and Speaker of the House at the time.
He afterwards became President of the first Illinois Central Railroad Company, organized under
an act passed at the session of 183G, which provided for the construction of a line from Cairo to
111.
but resigned the next year on the surrender by the road of its charter. The first step
toward legislation in Congress on this subject
was taken in the introduction, by Senator Breese,
of a bill in March, 1843 but it was not until 1850
that the measure took the form of a direct grant

Peru,

,

;

of lands to the State, finally passing the Senate
in May, and the House in September, following.
The act ceded to the State of Illinois, for the pur-

pose of aiding in the construction of a line of
railroad from the junction of the Ohio and Mis-

with branches to Chicago and Dubuque,
Iowa, respectively, alternate sections of land on
each side of said railroad, aggregating 3,595,000
acres, the length of the main line and branches
exceeding seven hundred miles. An act incorporating the Illinois Central Railroad Company
passed the Illinois Legislature in February, 1851.
The company was thereupon promptly organized
with a number of New York capitalists at its
head, including Robert Schuyler, George Griswold and Gouverneur Morris, and the grant was
placed in the hands of trustees to be used for the
purpose designated, under the pledge of the
Company to build the road by July 4, 1854, and
to pay seven per cent of its gross earnings into
the State Treasury perpetually. A large proportion of the line was constructed through sections
of country either sparsely settled or wholly
unpopulated, but which have since become
among the richest and most populous portions of
the State. The fund already received by the State
from the road exceeds the amount of the State
debt incurred under the internal improvement
scheme of 1837. (See Illinois Central Railroad.)
Election of 1853.— Joel A. Matteson (Democrat) was elected Governor at the November
election, in 1853, receiving 80,645 votes to 64,405

sissippi,

Edwin

B. Webb, Whig, and 8,809 for Dexter
The other State ofiicers
were Gustavus Koerner, LieutenantGovernor Alexander Starne, Secretary of State
Thomas H. Campbell, Auditor and John Moore,

for

were James L. D. Morrison,
S. Morris, Charles A. ^Retts and Francis
John A. Logan appeared among the new
members of the House chosen at this election as
a Representative from Jackson County while
Henry W. Blodgett, since United States District
Judge for the Northern District of Illinois, and
late Counsel of the American Arbitrators of the
Behring Sea Commission, was the only Free-Soil
member, being the Representative from Lake
County. John Reynolds, who had been Governor, a Justice of the Supreme Court and Member of Congress, was a member of the House and
was elected Speaker.
(See Webb, Edwin B.;
offices, respectively,

Buckner

Arenz.

;

Knowlton, Deleter A. ; Koerner, Gusfaiuis; Starne,
Alexander; Moore, John; Morrison, James L. D ;
Morris, Buckner S.; Arenz, Francis A.; Blodgett

Henry W.)
Reduction
Matteson's

—

management seriously interfered with their prosperity
and finally led to revolutions which, for a time,
dissensions

;

candidates

for

these

and

dissatisfaction with their

impaired their usefulness.

Kansas-Nebraska Excitement.—During Matteson's administration a period of political ex-

citement began, caused by the introduction in
the United States Senate, in January, 1854, by
Senator Douglas, of Illinois, of the bill for the
repeal of the Jlissouri Compromise otherwise
known as the Kansas- Nebraska Bill. Although
this belongs rather to National history, tlie
prominent part played in it by an Illinois statesman who had won applause three or four years
before, by the service he had performed in securing the passage of the Illinois Central Railroad

—

grant,

and the

effect

which

his course

had

in

revolutionizing the politics of the State, justifies
reference to it here. After a debate, almost
unprecedented in bitterness, it became a law.
intense.

Whig

Begins.— The

at the beginning

—

May

Tlie

Debt

maximum

administration,

perous period, and, in the next four years, the
debt was reduced by tlie sum of §4,564,840,
leaving the amount outstanding, Jan. 1, 1857,
The tliree State institutions at
§13,834,144.
Jacksonville
tlie Asylums for the Deaf and
Dumb, the Blind and Insane had been in successful operation several years, but now internal

A. Knowlton, Free-Soil.

Treasurer.

State
its

amounting to
§16,734,177, of which §7,359,833 was canal debt.
The State had now entered upon a new and prosof

elected,

;

of

State debt reached

30,

1854.
The agitation in
At Chicago, Douglas was

Illinois

was

practicall.v

denied a hearing. Going to Springfield, where
the State Fair was in progress, during the first
week of October, 1854, he made a speech in the

I

HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPKDIA OF ILLINOIS.
State Capitol in his defense. This was replied to
by Abraham Lincoln, then a private citizen, to

whom
also

Douglas made a rejoinder.

made

Speeches were

in criticism of Douglas" position by

Judges Breese and Trumbull (both of whom had
been prominent Democrats), and other Democratic leaders were understood to be ready to
assail the champion of the Kansas- Nebraska Bill,
though they afterwards reversed their position
under partisan pressure and became supporters of
the measure. The first State Convention of the
opponents of the Nebraska Bill was held at the
same time, but tlie attendance was small and the
attempt to effect a permanent organization was
not successful. At the session of the Nineteenth
General Assembly, which met in January, following, Lyman Trumbull was chosen the first
Republican United States Senator from Illinois,
in place of General Shields, whose term was about
Trumbull was elected on the tenth
to expire.
ballot,

receiving fifty-one votes

to forty-seven

for Governor Matteson, though Lincoln had led
on the Republican side at every previous ballot,
and on the first had come within six votes of an
election.
Although he was then the choice of a
large majority of the opposition to the Democratic candidate, when Lincoln saw that the

original supporters of Trumbull
their votes for

would not cast

himself, he generously insisted

that his friends should

support his rival, thus
determining the result. (See Matteson, Joel A.:
TnimbuU. Lrjman. and Lincoln. Abraham.)

Decatur Editorial Convention,—On Feb.
1856, occurred the convention of Anti-Nebraska (Republican) editors at Decatur, which
proved the first effective step in consolidating
the opposition to the Kansas-Nebraska Bill into a

22,

compact

political organization.

The main

busi-

ness of this convention consisted in the adoption
of a series of resolutions defining the position of

their authors on National questions

—especially
—

with reference to the institution of slavery and
appointing a State Convention to be held at
Bloomington, May 29, following. A State Central Committee to represent the new party was
also appointed at this convention.
With two or
three exceptions the Committeemen accepted and
joined in the call for the State Convention, which
was held at the time designated, when the fir.st
Republican State ticket was put in the field.
Among the distinguished men who participated

Convention were Abraham Lincoln, O. H.
Browning. Richard Yates. Owen Lovejoy, John
51. Palmer, Isaac
N. Arnold and John Went
worth. Palmer presided, while Abraham Lin-

in this

who was one

coln,

of

tlie

26'J

of the chief speakers,

was one

delegates appointed to the National Con-

vention, held at Philadelphia on the ITth of June.

The candidates put in nomination for State oftices
were: William H. Bissell for Governor; Francis
A. Hoffman for Lieutenant-Governor (afterward
replaced bj- John Wood on account of Hoffman's
ineligibility); Ozias M. Hatch for Secretary of
State; Jesse K. Dubois for Auditor; James H.
Miller for State Treasurer, and William H. Powell
The
for Superintendent of Public Instruction.
Democratic ticket was composed of William A.
Richardson for Governor; R. J. Hamilton, Lieutenant-Governor; W. H. Snyder, Secretary of
State S. K. Casey, Auditor John Moore, Treasurer, and J. H. St. JIatthew, Superintendent of
Public Instruction. The American organization
also nominated a ticket headed by Buckner S.
Morris for Governor. Although the Democrats
carried the State for Buchanan, their candidate
for President, by a plurality of 9,159, the entire
Republican State ticket was elected by pluralities
ranging from 3,031 to 20,213 the latter being the
majority for Miller, candidate for State Treas
urer, whose name was on both the Republican and
American tickets. (See Anti-Nebraska Editorial
Convention, and Bloomington Convention of
;

;

—

1S56.

Administration

of

Governor

Bissell.

—

With the inauguration

of Governor Bissell, the
Republican part}' entered upon the control of the
State Government, which was maintained without interruption until the close of the administration of Governor Fifer, in January, 1893 a period
of thirty-six years. On account of phj'sical disability Bissell's inauguration took place in the
executive mansion, Jan. 12, 1857. He was
immediately made the object of virulent personal
abuse in the House, being charged with perjury
in taking the oath of office in face of the fact
that, while a member of Congress, he had accepted
a challenge to fight a duel with Jefferson Davis.

—

To

this,

the reply was

made

that the offense

charged took place outside of the State and be-

yond the

legal jurisdiction of the Constitution of

Illinois.

{See Bissell. William H.)
to prosper under

While the State continued

administration, the most important
events of this period related rather to general
than to State policy. One of these was the deliv
ery by Abraham Lincoln, in the Hall of Representatives, on the evening of June 17, 1858, of the
celebrated speech in which he announced the
doctrine that "a house divided against itself cannot stand," This was followed during the next
Bissell's

)

:;
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few months by the series of memorable debates
between those two great champions of their
respective parties Lincoln and Douglas— which
attracted the attention of the whole land. The
result was the re-election of Douglas to the
United States Senate for a third term, but it

—

also

made Abraham Lincoln

United

(See

States.

President of the
Lincoln and Douglas

Debates.

About the middle of

Bissell's

term (February,

came the discovery of what has since been
known as the celebrated "Canal Scrip Fraud."
1859),

This consisted in the fraudulent funding in State
bonds of a large amount of State scrip which had
been issued for temporary purposes during the
construction of the Illinois and Michigan Canal,
but which had been subsequently redeemed. A
legislative investigation proved the amount illegally funded to have been §323, 183, and that the
bulk of the bonds issued therefor— so far as they
could be traced had been delivered to ex-Gov.
Joel A. Matteson. For this amount, with accrued interest, he gave to the State an indemnity
bond, secured by real-estate mortgages, from
which the State eventually realized §238,000 out
of 8253,000 then due. Further investigation
proved additional frauds of like character, aggregating S165,846, which the State never recovered.
An attempt was made to prosecute Matteson
criminally in the Sangamon County Circuit
Court, but the grand jury failed, by a close vote,
to find an indictment against him.
(See Canal
Scrip Fraud. )
An attempt was made during Bissell's administration to secure the refunding (at par and in
violation of an existing law) of one hundred and
fourteen 81,000 bonds hypothecated with Macalister & Stebbins of New York in 1841, and for
which the State had received an insignificant
consideration. The error was discovered when
new bonds for the principal had been issued, but
the process was immediately stopped and tlie
new bonds surrendered the claimants being
limited by law to 38.64 cents on the dollar. This
subject is treated at length elsewhere in this volume. (See Macalister & Stebbins Bonds. ) Governor
Bissell's administration was otherwise uneventful, although the State continued to prosper
under it as it had not done since the "internal
improvement craze" of 1837 had resulted in imposing such a burden of debt upon it. At the
time of his election Governor Bissell was an
invalid in consequence of an injury to his spine,
from which he never recovered. He died in
office, March 18, 1860, a little over two months

—

—

after having entered upon the last year of his
term of office, and was succeeded by Lieut. -Gov.
John Wood, who served out the unexpired term.
(See Bissell, William H. also Wood, John.
PoLiTic.\L Campaign of 1860. The political
campaign of 1860 was one of unparalleled excitement throughout the nation, but especially in
Illinois, which became, in a certain sense, the
;

—

)

chief battle-ground, furnishing the successful
candidate for the Presidency, as well as being the
State in which the convention which nominated
him met. The Republican State Convention,
held at Decatur, May 9, put in nomination
Richard Yates of Morgan County, for Governor
Francis A. Hoffman for Lieutenant-Governor.
O. M. Hatch for Secretary of State, Jesse K.
Dubois for Auditor, William Butler for Treasurer,
and Newton Bateman for Superintendent of Public

If this campaign was memorable
it was also memorable for the
number of National and State tickets in the
The National Republican Convention

Instruction.

for its excitement,

large
field.

assembled at Chicago, May 16, and, on the third
ballot, Abraham Lincoln was nominated for
President amid a whirlwind of enthusiasm unsurpassed in the history of National Conventions, of
which so many have been held in the "convention city" of the Northwest. The campaign was
what might have been expected from such a
beginning. Lincoln, though receiving considerably less than one-half the popular vote, liad a
plurality over his highest competitor of nearly
half a million votes, and a majority in the electoral colleges of fifty-seven.
In Illinois he
received 173,161 votes to 160,315 for Douglas, his
leading opponent. The vote for Governor stood

Yates (Republican), 173,196; Allen (DouglasDemocrat), 159,253; Hope (Breckinridge-Democrat), 3,049; Stuart (American), 1,626.
Among the prominent men of different parties
who appeared for the first time in the General
Assembly chosen at this time, were William B.
Ogden, Richard J. Oglesby, Washington Bushnell,
and Henry E. Dummer, of the Senate, and William R. Archer, J. Russell Jones, Robert H.
J.
Young Scammon. William H.
Brown, Lawrence Weldon, N. M. Broadwell, and
Scholfield, in the House.
Shelby M. Cullom, who had entered the Legislature at the
previous session, was re-elected to this and was
chosen Speaker of the House over J. W. Singleton.
Lyman Trumbull was re-elected to the
United States Senate by the votes, of the Republicans over Samuel S. Marshall, the Democratic

McClellan,

John

candidate.
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Beginning of the Rebellion.— Almost simul
taneously with the accession of the new State
Government, and before the inauguration of the
President at Washington, began that series of
startling events which ultimately culminated iu
the attempted secession of eleven States of the
Union the first acts in the great drama of war
which occupied the attention of the world for the
next four years.' On Jan. 14, 1861, the new
State administration was inaugurated on Feb. 2,
Commissioners to the futile Peace Convention held at Wasliington. were appointed from
Illinois, consisting of Stephen T. Logan, John M.
Palmer, ex-Gov. John Wood, B. C. Cook and T. J.
Turner; and on Feb. 11, Abraham Lincoln
took leave of his friends and neighbors at Springfield on his departure for Washington, in that
simple, touching speech which has taken a place
beside his inaugural addresses and his Gettysburg
The events
speech, as an American classic.
which followed the firing on Fort Sumter on the
twelfth of April and its surrender the call for
75,000 troops and the excitement which prevailed
all over the country, are matters of National his-

—

;

;

;

lUinoisans responded with promptness and
enthusiasm to the call for six regiments of State
militia for three months' service, and one week
later (April 21), Gen. R. K. Swift, of Chicago, at
the head of seven companies numbering 595 men,
was en route for Cairo to execute the order of tlie
Secretary of War for the occupation of that
tory.

The offer of military organizations proceeded rapidly, and by the eighteenth of April,
fifty companies had been tendered, while the
public-spirited and patriotic bankers of the principal cities were offering to supply the State with
money to arm and equip the hastily organized
troops.
Following in order the six regiments
which Illinois had sent to the Mexican War,
those called out for the three months' service in
1861 were numbered consecutively from seven to
twelve, and were commanded by the following
Cols. John Cook, Richard
officers, respectively:
J. Oglesby, Eleazer A. Paine, James D. Morgan,
W. H. L. Wallace and John McArthur, with
Gen. Benjamin M. Prentiss as brigade complace.

mander.
of

whom

The rank and file numbered 4,680 men,
2,000, at the end of their term of serv-

ice, re-enlisted for

three

j-ears.

(See

War

of Die

Rebellion.)

Among the many who

visited the State Capilcil

months of war to off'er their services
Government in suppressing the Rebellion,

in the early
to the

one of the most modest and unassuming was a
gentleman from Galena who brought a letter of
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introduction to Governor Yates from Congressman E. B. Washburne. Tliougli lie had been a
Captain in the regular army and liad seen service
in the war with Jlexico, he set up no pretension
on that account, but after days of patient waiting, was given temporary employment as a clerk

in the office of tlie Adjutant-General, Col. T. S.
Mather. Finally, an emergency having arisen
requiring the services of an officer of military
experience as commandant at Camp Yates (a
camp of rendezvous and instruction near Springfield), he was assigned to the place, rather as an
experiment and from necessity than from convic-

of any peculiar fitness for the position.
Having acquitted himself creditably here, he was
weeks later, to the conmiand of a

tion

assigned, a few

regiment (The Twenty-first Illinois Volunteers)
which, from previous bad management, had
manifested a mutinous tendency. And thus
Ulysses S. Grant, the most successful leader of
the war, the organizer of final victory over tlie
Rebellion, the Lieutenant-General of the armies
of the Union and twice elected President of the
United States, started upon that career which
won for him the plaudits of the Nation and the
title of the grandest soldier of his time.
(See
Grant, Ulysses S.)
The responses of Illinois, under the leadersliip
of

its

patriotic

"War

Governor," Richard

Y^ates,

to the repeated calls for vcjlunteers through the

four years of war, were cheerful and prompt. Illinois troops took part in nearly every important
battle in the Mississippi Valley and in many of

those in the East, besides accompanying Sherman in his triumphal "March to the Sea." Illinois blood stained the field at Belmont, at
Wilson's Creek, Lexington, Forts Donelson and

Henry; at Shiloh, Corinth, Nashville, Stone River
and Chickamauga; at Jackson, during the siege
of Vicksburg, at AUatoona Pass, Kenesaw Mountain, Resaca, Peach Tree Creek and Atlanta, in
the South and West; and at Chancellorsville,
Antietam, Gettysburg, Petersburg and in the
battles of "the Wilderness" in Virginia.
Of all
the States of the Union, Illinois alone, up to
Feb. 1, 1864, presented the proud record of having answered every call upon her for troopi?
without a draft. The whole number of enlistments from the State under the various calls from
1861 to 1865, according to the records of the War
Department, was 255,057 to meet (jiiotas aggre
gating 244,496. The ratio of troops furnished to
population was 15.1 per cent, which was only
exceeded by the District of Columbia (which
had a large influx from the States), and Kansas
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and Nevada, each of which liad a much larger
proportion of adult male population. The whole

number

of regimental organizations, according
to the returns in the Adjutant General's office,
was 151 regiments of infantry (numbered con-

One Hundred
regiments of cavalry and 3

secutively from the Sixth to

and Fifty-seventh),
regiments of
teries.

17

tlie

artillery, besides 9

The total losses of

independent bat-

Illinois troops, officially

reported by the AVar Department, were 34,834
(13.65 per cent), of which 5,874 were killed in
battle, 4,020 died of wounds, 23,786 died of disease,
and 2,154 from other causes. Besides the great
Commander-in-Chief, Abraham Lincoln, and
Lieut. -Gen. Ulysses S. Grant, Illinois furnished
viz.:
of volunteers,
11
full Major-Generals
Generals John Pope, John A. McClernand, S. A.
Hurlbut, B. M. Prentiss, John M. Palmer, R. J.
Oglesby, John A. Logan, John M. Schofleld, Giles
A. Smith, Wesley Merritt and Benjamin H.
Grierson 20 Brevet Major-Generals 24 BrigadierGenerals, and over 120 Brevet Brigadier-Generals.
(See sketches of these officers under their respecAmong the long list of regimental
tive names. )
;

;

fell upon the field or died from
wounds, appear the nanaes of Col. J. R. Scott of
the Nineteenth Col. Thomas D. Williams of the
Twenty-fifth, and Col. F. A; Harrington of the
Twenty-seventh all killed at Stone River; Col.
John W. S. Alexander of the Twenty-first; Col.
Daniel Gilmer of the Thirty -eighth Lieut. -Col.
Duncan J. Hall of the Eighty-ninth Col. Timothy
O'Meara of tlie Ninetieth, and Col. Holden Put-

officers wlio

;

—

;

;

nam, at Chickamauga and Missionary Ridge;
Col. John B. Wyman of the Thirteenth, at
Chickasaw Bayou; Lieut. -Col. Thomas W. Ross,
of the Thirty-second, at Shiloh; Col. John A.
Davis of the Forty-sixth, at Hatchie; Col. William A. Dickerman of the One Hundred and
Third, at Resaoa; Col. Oscar Harmon, at Kenesaw; Col. John A. Bross, at Petersburg, besides
Col. Mihalotzy, Col. Silas Miller, Lieut. -Col.

Melancthon Smith, Maj. Zenas Applington, Col.
John J. Mudd, Col. Matthew H. Starr, Maj. Wm.
H. Medill, Col. Warren Stewart and many more
on other battle-fields. (Biographical sketches of
many of these officers will be found under the
proper

heads elsewliere

in

this

volume.)

It

would be a grateful task to record here the names
<]f a host of others, who, after acquitting themselves bravely on the field, survived to enjoy the
l)laudits of a grateful people, were this within

the design and scope of the present work. One
of the most brilliant exploits of the War was the
raid from La Grange, Tenn., to Baton Rouge,

La., in May, 1863, led by Col. B. H. Grierson, of
the Sixth Illinois Cavalry, in co-operation with
the Seventh under command of Col. Edward

Prince.

Constitutional Convention

or

1862.

— An

was the calling
the State Constitu-

incident of a difl'erent character
of a convention to revise
tion,

which met

at Springfield, Jan.

7,

1862.

A

majority of this body was composed of those
opposed to the war policy of the Government,
and a disposition to interfere with the affairs of
the State administration and the General Government was soon manifested, which %vas resented
by the executive and many of the soldiers in the
field.
The convention adjourned March 24, and
its work was submitted to vote of the people,
June 17, 1863, when it was rejected by a majority
of more than 16,000, not counting the soldiers in
the field, who were permitted, as a matter of
policy, to vote upon it, but who were practically

unanimous in opposition
Death op Douglas.

to

it.

—A

election (June

3,

1862),

Stephen A. Douglas

few days before this
United States Senator

died, at the

Tremont House

Democratic party of
most sagacious and patriotic
adviser.
(See Douglas, Stephen A. )
Legislature of 1863.— Another political inciin Chicago, depriving the

the State of

its

dent of this period grew out of the session of the
General Assembly of 1863. This body having
been elected on the tide of the political revulsion
which followed the issuance of President Lincoln's preliminary Proclamation of Emancipation,
was Democratic in both branches. One of its
first acts was the election of William A. Richardson United States Senator, in place of O. H.
Browning, who had been appointed by Governor
Yates to the vacancy caused by the death of
Douglas. This Legislature early showed a tendency to follow in the footsteps of the Constitutional Convention of 1862, by attempting to
cripple the State and General Governments in
the prosecution of the war. Resolutions on the
subject of the war, which the friends of the
Union regarded as of a most mischievous character, were introduced and passed in the House, but
owing to the death of a member on the majority
side,
they failed to pass the Senate. These
denounced the suspension of the writ of habeas
corpus; condemned "the attempted enforcement
of compensated emancipation" and "the transportation of negroes into the State;" accused the
General Government of "usurpation," of "subverting the Constitution" and attempting to
establish a "consolidated military despotism;"
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war had been "diverted from its
first avowed object to that of subjugation and
the abolition of slavery;" declared the belief of
the authors that its "further prosecution ....
cannot result in the restoration of the Union
.... unless the President's Emancipation Proclamation be withdrawn;" appealed to Congress
to secure an armistice with the rebel States, and
closed by appointing six Commissioners (who
were named) to confer with Congress, with a
view to the holding of a National Convention to
adjust the differences between the States. These
measures occupied the attention of the Legislature to the exclusion of subjects of State interest,
so that little legislation was accomplished not
even the ordinary appropriation bills being passed.
Legislature Prorogued.— At this juncture,
the two Houses having disagreed as to the date
of adjournment, Governor Yates exercised the
constitutional prerogative of proroguing them,
wliich he did in a message on June 10. declaring
them adjourned to the last day of their constitutional term. The Republicans accepted the result
and withdrew, but the Democratic majority in
tlie House and a minoritj' in the Senate continued
ill session for some days, without being able to
transact any business except the filing of an
empty protest, when they adjourned to the first
;\Ionday of January, 1864. Tlie excitement produced by this affair, in the Legislature and
tliroughout the State, was intense; but the action
of Governor Yates was sustained by the Supreme
Court and the adjourned session was never held.
The failure of the Legislature to make provision
for the expenses of the State Government and the
relief of the soldiers in the field, made it necessary for Governor Yates to accept that aid from
the public-spirited bankers and capitalists of the
State which was never wanting when needed
during this critical period. (See Twenty-Third
<'liaiged thattlie

—

General Assembly.)
Peace Conventions. Largely attended "peace
conventions" were held during this year, at
Springfield on June IT, and at Peoria in September, at which resolutions opposing the "further
offensive prosecution of the war" were adopted.
An immense Union mass-meeting was also held
at Springfield on Sept. 3, which was addressed
by distinguished speakers, including both Republicans and War-Democrats. An important
incident of this meeting was the reading of the
letter from President Lincoln to Hon. James C.
Conkling, in which he defended his war policy,
and especially his Emancipation Proclamation,
in a characteristically logical manner.

—
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Political Campaign of 18(U.— The year 1864

was

full of

exciting political and military events.

Among the

former was the nomination of George
McClellan for President by the Democratic Conheld
at Chicago, August 29, on a platform
vention
B.

wara "failure"

as an "experiment"
and demanding a "cessaview to a convention for
the restoration of peace. Mr. Lincoln had been
renominated by the Republicans at Philadelphia,
in June previous, with Andrew Johnson as the

declaring the

for restoring the Union,

tion of hostilities" with a

candidate for Vice-President. The leaders of the
respective State tickets were Gen. Richard J.
Oglesby, on the part of the Republicans, for Governor, with William Bross. for Lieutenant-Governor, and James C. Robinson as the Democratic
candidate for Governor.

Camp Douglas Conspiracy. —For months
rumors liad been rife concerning a conspiracy of
rebels from the South and their sympathizers in
the North, to release the rebel prisoners confined
in Camp Douglas, Chicago, and at Rock Island.
Springfield and Alton aggregating over 25,000
men. It was charged that the scheme was to be
put into effect simultaneously with the November election, but the activity of the military
authorities in arresting the leaders and seizing
their arms, defeated it.
The investigations of a
military court before whom a number of the
arrested parties were tried, proved the existence
of an extensive organization, calling itself
"American Knights" or "Sons of Liberty," of
%vhich a number of well-known politicians in
(See Camp Douglas
Illinois were members.
Conspiracy.
At the November election Illinois gave a majority for Lincoln of 30,7.56, and for Oglesby, for
(Jovernor, of 33,675, with a proportionate major
ity for the rest of the ticket. Lincoln's total vote
in tlie electoral college was 212, to21 for McClellan.
Legislature of 1865. The Republicans had a
decided majority in both branches of the Legislature of 18C5, and one of its earliest acts was the
election of Governor Yates, United States Senator, in place of William A. Richardson, who had
been elected two years before to the seat formerly
This was tlie last public posilield by Douglas.
tion held by the popular Illinois "War GovDuring his official term no more popular
ernor.
public servant ever occupied the executive chair
a fact demonstrated by the promptness with
which, on retiring from it, he was elected to the
United States Senate. His personal and political
integrity was never questioned by his most bitter
political opponents, while those who had known

—

—

'

'

—
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longest and most intimately, trusted

him

most implicitly. The service which he performed
in giving direction to the patriotic sentiment of
the State and in marshaling its heroic soldiers
for the defense of the Union can never be overestimated.

(See Yates, Richard.)

Oglesby's Administration.— Governor Oglesby and the other State officers were inaugurated Jan. 17, 1865. Entering upon its duties
with a Legislature in full sympathy with it, the
new administration was confronted by no such
difficulties as those with which its predecessor
had to contend. Its head, who had been identified witli the war from its beginning, was one of
the first lUinoisans promoted to the rank of
was personally popular and
Major-General,
enjoyed the confidence and respect of the people
of the State. Allen C. Fuller, who had retired
from a position on the Circuit bench to accept
that of Adjutant-General, which he held during
the last three years of the war, was Speaker of
the House. This Legislature was the first among
those of

all

the States to ratify the Thirteenth

Amendment of the National Constitution, abolishing slavery, which it did in both Houses, on the
evening of Feb. 1, 1865 the same day the resolution had been finally acted on by Congress and
received the sanction of the President. The
odious "black laws," which had disgraced the
State for twelve years, were wiped from the
statute-book at this session. The Legislature

—

adjourned after a session of forty-six days, leaving a record as creditable in the disposal of business as that of its predecessor had been discredit(See Ogleshy, Richard J.)
able.
Assassination of Lincoln.— The war was now
rapidly approaching a successful termination.
Lee had surrendered to Grant at Appomattox,
April 9, 1865, and the people were celebrating
this event with joyful festivities through all the
loyal States, but nowhere with more enthusiasm

than in Illinois, the home of the two great
leaders— Lincoln and Grant. In the midst of

came the assassination of President Lincoln by John Wilkes Booth, on the
evening of April 14, 1865, in Ford's Theater,
Washington. The appalling news was borne on
the wings of the telegraph to every corner of the
land, and instantly a nation in rejoicing was
changed to a nation in mourning. A pall of
gloom hung over every part of the land. Public
buildings, business houses and dwellings in every
city, village and hamlet throughout the loyal
States were draped with the insignia of a univerMillions of strong men, and tender,
.sal sorrow.

these jubilations

patriotic

women who had

given their husbands,

sons and brothers for the defense of the Union,
wept as if overtaken by a great personal calamity.
If the nation mourned, much more did Illinois, at the taking off of its chief citizen, the

grandest character of the age, who had served
both State and Nation with sucli patriotic fidelity, and perished in the very zenith of his fame
and in the hour of his country's triumph.
The Funeral. —Then came the sorrowful
marcli of the funeral cortege from Washington
to Springfield
the most impressive spectacle
witnessed since the Day of the Crucifixion. In
all this, Illinois bore a conspicuous part, as on the
fourth day of May, 1865, amid the most solemn
ceremonies and in the presence of sorrowing
thousands, she received to her bosom, near his
old home at the State Capital, the remains of the
Great Liberator.
The part which Illinois played in the great
struggle has already been dwelt upon as fully as
the scope of this work will permit. It only
remains to be said that the patriotic service of
the men of the State was grandly supplemented
by the equally patriotic service of its women in
"Soldiers' Aid Societies," "Sisters of the Good
Samaritan," "Needle Pickets," and in sanitary
organizations for the purpose of contributing to
the comfort and health of the soldiers in camp
and in hospital, and in giving tliem generous
receptions on their return to their homes. The
work done by these organizations, and by individual nurses in the field, illustrates one of the
brightest pages in the history of tlie war.
Election of 1866 —The administration of Governor Oglesby was as peaceful as it was prosperous.
The chief political events of 1866 were the
election of Newton Bateman, State Superintendent of Public Instruction, and Gen. Geo. W.
Smith, Treasurer, while Gen. John A. Logan, as
Representative from the State-at-large. re-entered
Congress, from which he had retired in 1861 to
enter the Union army. His majority was unprecedented, reaching 55,987. Tlie Legislature
of 1867 re elected Judge Trumbull to the United
States Senate for a third term, his chief competitor in the Republican caucus being Gen. John M.
Palmer. The Fourteenth Amendment to the
National Constitution, conferring citizenship
upon persons of color, was ratified by this Legis-

—

lature.

Election of 1868.— The Republican State Convention of 1868, held at Peoria, May 6, nominated
the following ticket: For Governor, John M.
Palmer. Lieutenant-Governor, John Dougherty;
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Secretary of State, Edward Rummell; Auditor,
Charles E. Lippincott, State Treasurer, Erastus N.
Bates; Attorney General. Washington Bushnell.
John R. Eden, afterward a member of Ct>ngress
for three terms, headed the Denrocratic ticket as
candidate for Governor, with William H. Van
Epps for Lieutenant-Governor.
The Republican National Convention was held
at Chicago, May 21, nominating Gen. U. S. Grant
for President and Schuyler Colfax for Viceopposed
by Horatio
President. They were
Seymour for President, and F. P. Blair for ViceThe result in November was the
President.
election of Grant and Colfax, who received 214
electoral votes

from 26

States,

to 80

electoral

—three

The

first

I1.L1.\(-IS.

step toward

tlie

erection ot

a

new

State Capitol at Springfield had been taken in an
appropriation of §450.000, at the session of 18G7,
the total cost being limited to ?3,000,000. A
second appropriation of !?650,OOU was made at tlie
The Constitution of 1870 limited
session of 1869

the cost to iiiS.SOO.OOO, but an act passed by the
Legislature of 1883, making a final appropriation
of $531,712 for completing and furnishing the
building,

was

ratified by the people in 1884.

The

original cost of the building and its furniture

exceeded §4,000,000. (See State Houses. )
The State Convention for framing a new Constitution
It

met

at

Springfield,

consisted of eighty-five

Dec.

13,

1809.

members — forty-four

ticket

was elected. The Legislature elected at
the same time consisted of eighteen Republicans
to nine Democrats in the Senate and fifty-eight
Republicans to twenty seven Democrats in the

Republicans and forty-one Democrats. A number classed as Republicans, however, were elected
as "Independents" and co-operated with the
Democrats in the organization. Charles Hitchcock was elected President. The Convention
terminated its labors, May 13, 1870; the Constitution was ratified by vote of the people, July 2,

House.

and went into

Palmer's Administration —Governor Palmbegan auspiciously, at a time
when the passions aroused by the war were subsiding and the State was recovering its normal
prosperity. \See Palmer, John M.) Leading
events of the next four years were the adoption
of a new State Constitution and the Chicago fire.
The first steps in legislation looking to the control of railroads were taken at the session of
1869, and although a stringent law on the subject
passed both Houses, it was vetoed by the Governor.
A milder measure was afterward enacted,

provision establishing the principle of "minority
representation" in the election of Representatives

votes for

Seymour and

Blair

from

8 States

States not voting. Grant's majority in Illinois
was 51,150. Of course the Republican State

er's administration

and, although superseded by the Constitution of
1870, it furnished tlie key-note for much of the
The celelegislation since had on the subject.

brated "Lake Front Bill," conveying to the city
of Chicago and the Illinois Central Railroad the
title of tlie State to certain lands included in
what was known as the "Lake Front Park," was
passed, and although vetoed by the Governor,
was re-enacted over his veto. This act was
finally repealed by the Legislature of 1873, and
after many years of litigation, the rights claimed
mider it by the Illinois Central Railroad Company have been recently declared void by the
Supreme Court of the United States. The Fifteenth Amendment of the National Constitution,
prohibiting the denial of the right of suffrage to
"citizens of the United States .... on account
of race, color or previous condition of servitude,"
was ratified by a strictly party vote in each
House, on March 5.

effect,

August

8,

1870.

A

special

the General Assembly, was adopted by a
smaller vote than the main instrument. A leading feature of the latter was the general restricin

tion

upon

special legislation

and the enumeration

of a large variety of subjects to be provided for
under general laws. It laid the basis of our

present railroad and warehouse laws; declared
the inviolability of the Illinois Central Railroad
tax; prohibited the sale or lease of the Illinois

&

Michigan Canal without a vote of the people
prohibited municipalities from becoming sub-

any railroad or private
corporation; limited the rate of taxation and
of indebtedness to be incurred required

scribers to the stock of

amount

;

the enactment of laws for the protection of
miners, etc. The restriction in the old Constitution against the re-election of a Governor as his
own immediate successor was removed, but placed
upon the office of State Treasurer. The Legislature consists of 204 members— 51 Senators and 15;>
Representatives one Senator and three Representatives being chosen from each district.
(See
Constitutional Convention of 1869-70; also Con-

—

stitution of 1S70.

At the election of 1870, General Logan was reCongressman -at-large by 24,672 majority
Gen. E. N. Bates, Treasurer, and Newton Bateman, State Superintendent of Public Instruction.
Legislature op 1871.—The Twentysevent :i
General Assembly (1871), in its various sessiiui;,
elected

HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.

src,

spent more time in legislation than any other in
the history of the State a fact to be accounted
for, in part, by the Chicago Fire and the extensive revision of the laws required in consequence
of the adoption of the new Constitution. Besides
the regular session, there were two special, or
called, sessions and an adjourned session, covering, in all, a period of 292 days. This Legislature
adopted the system of "State control" in the
management of the labor and discipline of the
convicts of the State penitentiary, which was
strongly urged by Governor Palmer in a special
message. General Logan having been elected
United States Senator at this session, Gen. John
L. Beveridge was elected to the vacant position
of Congressman-at-large at a special election held

—

Oct.

4.

Chicago Fire of 1871.—The calamitous

fire

Oct.
8-9, 1871, though belonging
rather to local than to general State history,
excited the profound sympathy, not only of the
people of the State and the Nation, but of the
civilized world.
The area burned over, including
at

Chicago,

covered 2,124 acres, with 13,500 buildings
out of 18,000, leaving 92,000 persons homeless.
loss of life is estimated at 250, and of property at §187,937,000.
Governor Palmer called the
Legislature together in special session to act upon
the emergency, Oct. 13, but as the State was precluded from affording direct aid, the plan was
adopted of reimbursing the city for the amount
it had expended in the enlargement of the Illinois
streets,

The

&

Michigan Canal, amounting to $2,955,340,
The unfortunate shooting of a citizen by a cadet
iu a regiment of United States troops organized
for guard duty, led to some controversy between
Governor Palmer, on one side, and the Mayor of
Chicago and the military authorities, including
President Grant, on the other; but the general
verdict was, that, while nice distinctions between
civil and military authoritj' may not have been
observed, the service rendered by the military, in
a great emergency, was of the highest value and
was prompted by the best intentions. (See Fire
o;' «?; under title Chicago.)
Political Campaign of 1872.—The political
campaign of 1872 in Illinois resulted in much confusion and a partial reorganization of parties,
nissatisfied with the administration of President
Grant, a

number

of the State officers (including
Governor Palmer) and other prominent Republicans of the State, joined in what was called the

"Liberal Republican" movement, and supported
Horace Greeley for the Presidency. Ex-Governor Oglesby again became the standard-bearer

of the Republicans for Governor, with Gen.

John
At the
November election, the Grant and Wilson (RepubL. Beveridge for Lieutenant-Governor.

lican) Electors in Illinois received 241,944 votes,

to

The

184,938 for Greeley,

plurality for

and

3,138 for O'Conor.

Oglesby. for

Governor, was

40,690.

Governor Oglesby's second administration was
of brief duration. Within a week after his inauguration he was nominated by a legislative
caucus of his party for United States Senator to
succeed Judge Trumbull, and was elected, receiving an aggregate of 117 votes in the two Houses
against 78 for Trumbull, who was supported by
the party whose candidates he had defeated at
three previous elections. (See Oglesby, Richard J.)
Lieutenant-Governor Beveridge thus became
Governor, filling out the unexpired term of his
chief.
His administration was high-minded,
clean and honorable.
(See Beveridge, John L.)
Republican Reverse of 1874.
The election

—

of 1874 resulted in the

first

serious reverse the

Republican party had experienced in Illinois
since 1863. Although Thomas S. Ridgway, the
Republican candidate for State Treasurer, was
elected by a plurality of nearly 35,000, by a combination of the opposition, S. M. Etter (Fusion)
was at the same time elected State 'Superintendent, while the Fusionists secured a majority in
each House of the General Assembly. After a
protracted contest, E. M. Haines wlio had been
a Democrat, a Republican, and had been elected
to this Legislature as an "Independent"
was
elected Speaker of the House over Shelby M. Cullom, and A. A. Glenn (Democrat) was chosen
President of the Senate, thus becoming ex-oflScio
Lieutenant-Governor. The session which followed especially in the House was one of the
most turbulent and disorderly in the history of

—

—

—

—

the State, coming to a termination, April 15,
after having enacted very few laws of any importance. (See Twenty-ninth General Assembly.)
Campaign of 1876.—Shelby M. Cullom was the
candidate of the Republican party for Governor
in 1876, with Rutherford B. Hayes heading the
National ticket. The excitement which attended
the campaign, the closeness of the vote between
the two Presidential candidates
Hayes and
Tilden and the determination of the result
through the medium of an Electoral Commission,
are fresh in the memory of the present generIn Illinois the Republican plurality for
ation.
President was 19,631, but owing to the combination of the Democratic and Greenback vote on
Lewis Steward for Governor, the majority for

—

—

BOARD OF TRADE BUILDING, CHICAGO.
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reduced to G,708. The other State
(itKcers elected were:
Andrew Shuniau, Lieuteuant-Cxovernor George H. Harlow, Secretary
of State; Thomas B. Needles, Auditor; Edward
Kutz, Treasurer, and James K. Edsall, AttorneyEach of these had pluralities exceeding
General.
20,000, except Needles, who, having a single competitor, had a smaller majority than CuUom.
The new State House was occupied for the first
time by the State officers and the Legislature
chosen at this time. Although the Republicans
liad a majority in the House, the Independents
held the '"balance of power" in joint session of
the General Assembly. After a stubborn and
protracted struggle in the effort to choose a
United States Senator to succeed Senator John A.
Logan, David Davis, of Bloomington, was
elected on the fortieth ballot. He had been a
Whig and a warm personal friend of Lincoln, by
whom he was appointed Associate Justice of the
Supreme Court of the United States in 1863. His
election to the United States Senate by the Democrats and Independents led to his retirement from
the Supreme bench, thus preventing his appointment on the Electoral Commission of 1877 a circumstance which, in the opinion of many, may
have had an important bearing upon the decision
In the latter part of his term
of that tribunal.
he served as President pro tempore of the Senate,
and more frequently acted with the Republicans
than with their opponents. He supported Blaine
;

—

and Logan

for President

and Vice-President,

in

Da ris,
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United States Senate as succe.ssor to (ien. R. J.
Oglesby, whose term expired in JIarcli following.
Col. William A. James, of Lake County, served
(^Sen
as Speaker of the House at this session.
Smith, John
Jirst

Coi-Miii: Skidr.

James P.;

also Tliirti/-

General Axsi'mbly.)

Campaign op 1880. — The political campaign
of 1880 is memorable for the determined struggle
made by the friends of General Grant to secure
nomination for the Presidency for a third
The Republican State Convention, beginning at Springfield, May 19, lasted three days,
ending in instructions in favor of General Grant
by a vote of 399 to 285. These were nullified,
however, by the action of the National Convenhis

term.

tion

two weeks

later.

Governor Cullom was

for re-election; John M. Hamilton for
Lieutenant-Governor; Henry D. Dement for Secretary of State Charles P. Swigert for Auditor
Edward Rutz (for a third term) for Treasurer,
and James McCartney for Attorney-General.
(See Dement, Henry D.; Swigert, Charles P.:
Rutz, Edward, and McCartney, James. ) Ex-Senator Trumbull headed the Democratic ticket as its
candidate for Governor, with General L. B. Parsons for Lieutenant-Governor.
The Republican National Convention met in
Chicago, June 2. After thirty-six ballots, in

nominated

;

which 306 delegates stood unwaveringly by GenGrant, James A. Garfield, of Ohio, was

eral

norninated, with Chester
York, for Vice-President,

.\.

Arthur, of New
Winfield Scott

(ien.

David.)
Strike ov 1877. The extensive railroad strike,
in July, 1877, caused widespread demoralization
of business, especially in the railroad centers of
the State and throughout the country generally.
The newly-organized National Guard was called

Hancock was the Democratic candidate and Gen.
James B. Weaver, the Greenback nominee. In

out and rendered efficient service in restoring
Governor Cullom"s action in the premi.ses
was prompt, and has been generally commended

majorities in both branches of the Legislatm'e.

1884.

(See

—

order.

as eminently wise and discreet.

—

Election op 1878. Four sets of candidates
were in the field for the offices of State Treasurer
and Superintendent of Public Instruction in 1878
—Republican, Democratic, Greenback and Prohibition.
The Republicans were successful, Gen.
John C. Smith being electe<I Treasurer, and
James P. Slade, Superintendent, by pluralities
averaging about 35,000. The same party also
elected eleven out of nineteen

members

of Con-

time in six years, secured
a majority in each branch of the General Assembly.
At the session of this Legislature, in January following, John A. Logan was elected to the

gress, and, for the first

Illinois, 633,156 votes were cast, Garfield receiving a plurality of 40,716. The entire Republican
State ticket was elected by nearly the same pluralities, and the Republicans again had decisive

No

startling events occurred during

Governor

CuUoms second term. The State continued to
increase in wealth, popuUition and prosperity,
and the heavy debt, by which it had been burdened

tliirty

years before, was practically "wiped

out."

Election op 1883.— At the election of 1883,
Gen. John C. Smith, who had been elected State
Treasurer in 1878, was re-electeil for a second
term, over Alfred Orendorff, while Charles T.
Strattan, the Republican candidate for State
Superintendent of Public Instruction, was defeated by

Henry Raab.

The Republicans again

had a majority in each House of the General
Assembly, amounting to twelve on joint ballot.
Loren C. CoUins was elected Speaker of the

)
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In the election of United States Senator,
which occurred at this session, Governor Cullom
was chosen as the successor to David Davis, Gen.
Joim M. Palmer receiving the Democratic vote.
Lieut.-Gov. John M. Hamilton thus became Gov(See
ernor, nearly in the middle of his term.
Viillom, SheilnjM.; Hamilton, John M.; Collins,
Loren C. and Raab, Henry.
The "Harper Higli License Law," enacted by
tlie Thirty-third General Assembly (1883), has
liecome one of the permanent features of the Illinois statutes for the control of the liquor traffic,
and has been more or less closely copied in other
House.

,

States.

Political Campaign of 1884.— In 1884, Gen.
Oglesby again became the choice of the
Republican party for Governor, receiving at
Peoria the conspicuous compliment of a nominaCarter H.
tion for a third term, by acclamation.
Harrison was the candidate of tlie Democrats.
The Republican National Convention was again
lield in Chicago, meeting June 3, 1884 Gen. John
A. Logan was the. choice of the Illinois Republicans for President, and was put in nomination
Tlie
in the Convention by Senator Cullom.
choice of the Convention, however, fell upon
James G. Blaine, on the fourth ballot, his leading
competitor being Pre.sident Arthur. Logan was
then nominated for Vice-President by acclamaR. J.

;

tion.

At the election in November the Republican
met its first reverse on the National battleGrover Cleveland and Thomas A.

party

field since 1856,

Hendricks, the Democratic candidates, being
elected President and Vice-President by the narrow margin of less than 1,200 votes in the State

New York. The result was in doubt for sevand the excitement througliout the
country was scarcely less intense than it had
been in the close election of 1876. The Greenback and Prohibition parties both had tickets in
Illinois, polling a total of nearly 23,000 votes.
Tlie plurality in the State for Blaine was 25,118.
The Republican State officers elected were Richard
J. Oglesby, Governor; John C. Smith, Lieutenant-Governor; Henry D. Dement, Secretary of
State Charles P. Swigert, Auditor Jacob Gross,
State Treasurer; and George Hunt, AttorneyGeneral—receiving pluralities ranging from 14,000 to 25,000. Both Dement and Swigert were
elected for a second time, while Gross and Hunt
were chosen for first terms. (See Oross, Jacob,
and Hunt, George. )
Chicago Election Frauds. An incident of
this election was the fraudulent attempt to seat

of

eral days,

;

;

—

Rudolph Brand (Democrat) as Senator in place of
Henry W. Leman, in the Sixth Senatorial DisCook County. The fraud was exposed

trict of

and Joseph C. Mackin, one of its alleged perpetrators, was sentenced to the penitentiary for four
years for perjury growing out of the investigation.
A motive for this attempted fraud was
found in the close vote in the Legislature for
United States Senator Senator Logan being a

—

candidate for re-election, while the Legislature
stood 102 Republicans to 100 Democrats and

two

Greenbackers on joint ballot. A tedious contest
on the election of Speaker of the House finally
resulted in the success of E. M. Haines.
Pending
the struggle over the Senatorship, two seats in
the House and one in the Senate were rendered
vacant by death the deceased Senator and one of
the Representatives being Democrats, and the
other Representative a Republican. The special
election for Senator resulted in filling the vacancy
with a new member of the same political faith as
his predecessor; but both vacancies in the House
were filled by Republicans. The gain of a Republican member in place of a Democrat in the
House was brought about by the election of
Captain William H. Weaver Representative from
the Thirty-fourth District (composed of Mason,
Menard, Cass and Schuyler Counties) over the
Democratic candidate, to fill the vacancy caused
by the death of Representative J. Henry Shaw,
Democrat. This was accomplislied by what is
called a "still hunt" on the part of the Republicans, in which the Democrats, being taken by
It furnished the sensurprise, suffered a defeat.
sation not only of the session, but of special elections generally, especially as every county in the
This gave the
District was strongly Democratic.
Republicans a majority in each House, and the
re-election of Logan followed, though not until
two months had been consumed in the contest.

—

(See Logan, John A.)
Oglbsby's Third Term. The only disturbing
events during Governor Oglesby 's third term were
strikes among the quarrymen at Joliet and
Lemont, in May, 1885 by the railroad switchmen
at East St. Louis, in April, 1886, and among the
employes at the Union Stock-Yards, in November
In each case troops were calleil
of the same year.
out and order finally restored, but not until several persons had been killed in the two former,
and both strikers and employers had lost heavily

—

;

in the interruption of business.

At the

John R. Tanner and
Edwards (Republicans) were respecand State Superin-

election of 1886,

Dr. Richard

tively elected State Treasurer
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tendent of Public Instruction, by 34,816 plurality
for the former and 29,928 for the latter.
(See
Tanner, JohnR.; Edwards, Richard.)
In tlie Thirty-fifth General Assembly, whii^h
met January, 1887. the Republicans had a majority in each House, and Charles B. Farwell was
elected to the United States Senate in place of
Gen. John A. Logan, deceased. (See Farwell.
Charles B.)

FiFER Elected Governor.
campaign of 1888 was a spirited

— The

political

one, though less
than the one of four years previous. ExSenator Joseph W. Fifer. of JIcLean County, and
Ex-Gov. John M. Palmer were pitted against each
other as opposing candidates for Governor.
(See
Prohibition and Labor tickets
Fifer. Jo.'seph W. )
were also in the field Tlie Republican National
Convention was again held in Chicago, June
20-2.5, resulting in the nomination of Benjamin
Harrison for President, on the eighth ballot. The
delegates from Illinois, with two or three exceptions,
voted steadily for Judge Walter Q.
Gresham. (See Gresham, Walter Q.) Grover
Cleveland headed the Democratic ticket as a
candidate for re-election. At tlie November election, 747,683 votes were cast in Illinois, giving
the Republican Electors a plurality of 22,104.
Fifer"s plurality over Palmer was 12, .547, and that
of the remainder of the Republican State ticket,
still larger.
Those elected were Lyman B. Ray,
Lieutenant-Governor; Isaac N. Pearson, Secretary of State; Gen. Charles W. Pavey, Auditor;
Charles Becker, Treasurer, and George Hunt,
Attorney-General.
(See Ray. Lyman B.; Pearbitter

Isaac X.: Pavey. diaries W; and Becker,
Cliarles.)
The Republicans secured twenty -six
majority on joint ballot in the Legislature the
Among the acts of the Legislargest since 1881.
lature of 1889 were the re election of Senator
CuUom to the LTnited States Senate, practically
w'thout a contest the revision of the compulsory
education law, and the enactment of the Chicago
drainage law. At a special session held in July,
1890, the first steps in the preliminary legislation
looking to the holding of the World's Columbian
Exposition of 1893 in the city of Chicago, were
taken.
(See World's Columbian E.rpositiou.)
Republican Defe.\t of 1890.— The campaign
of 1800 resulted in a defeat for the Republicans on
both the State and Legislative tickets. Edward
S. Wilson was elected Treasurer by a plurality of
9,847 and Prof. Henry Raab. who had been Superintendent of Public Instruction between 1883 and
1887, was elected for a second term by 34,042.
Though lacking two of an absolute majority on

son,

—

;

joint ballot in the

were

able,
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Legislature, the

Democrats

with the aid of two members belonging

and
M.
Palmer United States Senator, as successor to
The election took place on March
C. B. Farwell.
11, resulting, on the l.')4th ballot, in 103 votes for
Palmer to 100 for Cicero J. Lindley (Republican)
and one for A. J. Streeter. (See Palmer, John M.
Elections of 1892.— At the elections of 1892

to the Farmers" Alliance, after a prolonged
exciting contest, to elect Ex-Gov. John

the Republicans of Illinois sustained their first
defeat on both State and National issues since
1856.
The Democratic State Convention was
held at Springfield, April 27, and that of the
Republicans oit Slay 4. The Democrats put in
nOTuination John P. Altgeld for Governor;
Joseph B. Gill for Lieutenant-Governor; William
H. Hiarichsen for Secretary of State; Rufus N.
for State Treasurer; David Gore for
Auditor Maurice T. Moloney for Attorney-General, with John C. Black and Andrew J. Hunter
for Congressmen-at-large and three canilidates for
Trustees of the University of Illinois. The canFor Govdidates on the Republican ticket were
ernor, Joseph W. Fifer; Lieutenant-Governor,
L.vman B. Ray Secretary of State, Isaac N. Pearson; Auditor, Charles W. Pavey; Attorney-General. George W. Prince; State Treasurer, Henry
L. Hertz Congressmen-at-large, George S. Willits
and Richard Yates, with three University TrusThe first four were all incumbents nomitees.
nated to succeed themselves.. The Republican
National Convention held its session at Minneapolis June 7-10, nominating President Harrison for
re-election, while that of tlie Democrats met
in Chicago, on June 21, remaining in session
until June 24, for the third time choosing, as its
standard-bearer, Grover Cleveland, with Adlai T.
Stevenson, of Bloomington, 111., as his running-

Ramsay

;

:

;

;

mate

for Vice-President.

The

Proliibition

and

People's Party also had complete National and
State tickets in the field. The State campaign
was conducted with great vigor on both sides, the

Democrats, under the leadersliip of Altgeld, making an especially bitter contest upon some features
of the compulsory school law, and gaining many
votes from the ranks of the German-Republicans.
The result in the State showed a plurality for
Cleveland of 26.993 votes out of a total 873,646—
the combined Prohibition and People's Party vote

amounting
(Dem.),

The votes for the respecthe State tickets were; Altgeld

to 48,077.

tive heads of

Fifer (Rep.), 402,6.59; Link
;Bamet (Peo.), 20, 108— plurality for
The vote for Fifer was the high-

42,';,498;

(Pro.). 25.628

Altgeld, 22,808.

-;
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given to any Republican candidate on either
the National or the State ticket, leading that of
President Harrison by nearly 3,400, while the
vote for Altgeld, though falling behind that of
Cleveland, led the votes of all his associates on the
Democratic State ticket with the single exception
of Ramsay, the Democratic Candidate for Treasurer.
Of the twenty-two Representatives in
Congress from the State chosen at this time,
eleven were Republicans and eleven Democrats,
including among the latter the two Congressmen
from the State-at-large. The Thirty-eighth General Assembly stood twenty-nine Democrats to
twenty-two Republicans in the Senate, and
seventy-eight Democrats to sevenfy-five Republicans in the House.
The administration of Governor Fifer the last
in a long and unbroken line under Republican Governors closed with the financial and industrial
interests of the State in a prosperous condition,
the State out of debt with an ample surplus in its
treasury.
Fifer was the first private soldier of
the Civil War to be elected to the Governorship,
though the result of the next two elections have
shown that he was not to be the last both of his
successors belonging to the same class. Governor
Altgeld was the first foreign-born citizen of tlie
State to be elected Governor, though the State
has had four Lieutenant-Governors of foreign
Pierre Menard, a French Canadian
birth, viz.
John Moore, an Englishman, and Gustavus
Koerner and Francis A. Hoffman, both Germans.
The Thirty
Altgeld" s Administration.
eighth General Assembly began its session, Jan.
4, 1893, the Democrats having a majority in each
House. (See Thirty-eighth General Assembly.)
The inauguration of the State officers occurred on
January 10. The most important events connected with Governor Altgeld's administration
were the World's Columbian Exposition of 1893,
and the strike of railway employes in 1894. Both
of these have been treated in detail under their
proper heads. (See World's Columbian Eci'posiest

—

—

—

:

—

tion,

and Labor

Troubles.)

A

serious

disaster

by fire, on the
night of Jan. 3, 1895, of a portion of the buildings
connected with the Southern Hospital for the
Insane at Anna, involving a loss to the State of
nearly §200,000, and subjecting the inmates and
officers of the institution to great risk and no
small amount of suffering, although no lives were
lost.
The Thirty -ninth General Assembly, which
met a few days after the fire, made an appropriation of $171,970 for the restoration of the buildings destroyed, and work was begun immediately.
befell the State in the destruction

The defalcation of Charles W. Spalding, Treasurer of the University of Illinois, which came to
light near the close of Governor Altgeld's term,
involved the State in heavy loss (the exact
amount of which is not even yet fully known),
and operated unfortunately for the credit of the
retiring administration, in

view of the adoption of

made the Governor more directly
management of the State in-

a policy wliich

responsible for the

than that pursued by most of his predeThe Governor's course in connection
with the strike of 1894 was also severely criticised
in some quarters, especially as it brought him in
opposition to the policy of the National administration, and exposed him to the charge of sympathizing with the strikers at a time when they
were regarded as acting in open violation of law.

stitutions
cessors.

Election of

1894.

—The election of

1894

showed

as surprising a reaction against the Democratic
party, as that of 1893

had been

in

an opposite

direction.
The two State offices to be vacated
State Treasurer and State Superintendent of Public Instruction were filled by the election of Republicans by unprecedented majorities.
The plurality for Henry Wulff for State Treasurer, was 133,427, and that in favor of Samuel M.
Inglis for State Superintendent of Public InstrucOf twenty-two Repretion, scarcely 10,000 less.
sentatives in Congress, all but two returned as
elected were Republicans, and these two were
unseated as the result of contests. The Legislature stood thirty-three Republicans to eighteen
Democrats in the Senate, and eighty -eight Republicans to sixty-one Democrats in the House.
One of the most important acts of the Thirtyninth General Assembly, at the following session,
was the enactment of a law fixing the compensation of members of the General Assembly at 51,000
for each regular session, with five dollars per day
and mileage for called, or extra, sessions. This
Legislature also passed acts making appropriations
for the erection of buildings for the use of the
State Fair, whicli had been permanently located
at Springfield for tlie establishment of two additional hospitals for the insane, one near Rock
Island and the other (for incurables) near Peoria;
for the Northern and Eastern Illinois Normal
Schools, and for a Soldiers' Widows' Home at
this year

—

—

;

Wilmington.

Permanent Location of the State Fair.—
In consequence of the absorption of public attention especially among the industrial and manufacturing classes
by the World's Columbian
Exposition, the holding of the Annual Fair of the
Illinois State Board of Agriculture for 1893 was

—

—
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time since the Civil War.
The initial steps were taken by tlie Board at it.s
annual meeting in Springfield, in January of that
year, looking to the permanent location of the
Fair; and, at a meeting of the Board lield in Cliicago, in October following, formal specifications
were adopted prescribing the conditions to be met
These were sent to cities
in securing the prize.
intending to compete for the location as the basis
proposals
be
submitted
by them. Responses
of
to
were received from the cities of Bloomington,
Decatur, Peoria and Springfield, at the annual
meeting in January, 1894. with the result that,
on the eighth ballot, the bid of Springfield was
accepted and the Fair permanently located at
that place by a vote of eleven for Springfield to
omitted for the

first

The
ten divided between five other points.
Springfield proposal provided for conveyance to
the State Board of Agriculture of 15.5 acres of
land— embracing the old Sangamon County Fair
Grounds immediately north of the city besides
a cash contribution of §50,000 voted by the Sangamon County Board of Supervisors for the

—

erection of permanent buildings.

Other contri-

butions increased the estimated value of the
donations from Sangamon County (including the
land) to 8139,800, not including the pledge of the
city of Springfield to pave two streets to the gates
of the Fair Grounds and furnish water free, besides an agreement on the part of the electric
light company to furnish light for two years free
of charge. The construction of buildings was
begun the same year, and the first Fair held on
the site in September following. Additional
buildings have been erected and other improvements introduced each year, until the groumls
are now regarded as among the best eijuipped for
exhibition purposes in the United States. In the
meantime, the increasing success of the Fair
from j'ear to year has demonstrated the wisdom
of the action taken by the Board of Agriculture
in the matter of location.

—

Campaign of 1896.
The political campaign
was one of almost imprecedented activity

of 1896

in Illinois, as well as

remarkable for the variety

and character of the

number

issues involved

of party candidates in the

usual, the

and the
field.

As

Democratic and the Republican parties

were the chief factors in the contest, althougli
there was a wide diversity of sentiment in each,
which tended to the introduction of new issues
and the organization of parties on new lines.

The Republicans took the lead in organizing for
the canvass, holding their State Convention at
Springfield on April 29 and 30, while the Demo-

crats followed, at Peoria, on

2S1

June '2:i The former
Tanner for (iovernor;

put in nomination John K.
William A. Northcott for Lieutenant-CJovernor

James A. Rose for Secretary of State James S.
McCullough for Auditor; Henry L. Hertz for
Treasurer, and Edward C. Akin for AttorneyGeneral, with Mary Turner Carriel, Thomas J.
Smyth and Francis M. McKaj' for University
Trustees.
The ticket put in nomination by the
Democracy for State ofBcers embraced John P.
;

Altgeld for re-election to the Governorship for
Lieutenant-Governor, Monroe C. Crawford; Secof State, Finis E. Downing; Auditor,
Andrew L. Maxwell; Attorney-General, George
A. Trude, with three candidates for Trustees.
The National Republican Convention met at St.
Louis on June 16, and, after a three days" session,
put in nomination William McKinley, of Ohio,
for President, and Garret A. Hobart, of New
Jersey, for Vice-President; while their Democratic opponents, following a policy which had
been maintained almost continuously by one or
the other party since 1860, set in motion its party
machinery in Chicago holding its National Convention in that city, July 7-11, when, for the first
time in the history of the nation, a native of
Illinois was nominated for the Presidency in the
person of William J. Bryan of Nebraska, with
Arthur Sewall, a ship-builder of Maine, for the
second place on the ticket. The main i.ssues, as
enunciated in the platforms of the respective
;

retary

—

parties, were industrial

and

financial, as

shown by

the prominence given to the tariff and monetary
questions in each. This was the natural result of
the business depression which had prevailed since
1893.
While the Republican platform adhered to
the traditional position of the party on the tariff
issue, and declared in favor of maintaining the
gold standard as the basis of the monetary system
of the country, that of the Democracy took a new
departure by declaring unreservedly for the "free
and unlimited coinage of botli silver and gold at
the pre.sent legal ratio of 16 to 1;" and this became the leading issue of the campaign. The
fact that Thomas E. Watson, of Georgia, who
had been favored by the Populists as a candidate
for Vice President, and was afterwards formally
nominated by a convention of that party, with
Mr. Bryan at its head, was ignored by the Chicago Convention, led to much friction between
the Poi)ulist and Democratic wings of the party.
At the same time a very considerable body in

—

influence and political prestige,

— in the ranks

if

not in numbers

of the old-line Democratic party,

refused to accept the doctrine of the free-silver

—

)
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section on the monetary question, and, adopting

the name of "Gold Democrats," put in nomination
a ticket composed of John M. Palmer, of Illinois,
for President, and Simon B. Buckner, of Kentucky, for Vice-President. Besides these, the Prohibitionists, Nationalists, Socialist-Labor Party
and "Middle-of-the-Road" (or "straight-out'")
Populists, had more or less complete tickets in the
field, making a total of seven sets of candidates
appealing for the votes of the people on issues
assumed to be of National importance.
The fact that the two great parties— Democratic
and Republican established their principal headquarters for tlie prosecution of the campaign in
Chicago, had the effect to make that city and
the State of Illinois the center of political activDemonstrations of an imposity for the nation.
ing character were held by botli parties. At the
November election the Republicans carried the

—

day by a

plurality, in Illinois, of 141,517 for their

national ticket out of a total of 1,090,869 votes,
while the leading candidates on the State ticket
received the following pluralities John R. Tanner (for Governor), 113.381; Northcott (for Lieutenant-Governor), 137,354; Rose (for Secretary of
:

State), 136,011;

McCuUough

(for Auditor), 138,-

Hertz (for Treasurer), 116,064; Akin (for
Attorney-General), 132.650. The Republicans also
elected seventeen Representatives in Congress to
three Democrats and two People's Party men.
The total vote cast, in this campaign, for the "Gold
Democratic" candidate for Governor was 8,100.
Gov. Tanner's Administration The Fortieth
013;

—

General Assembly met Jan. 6, 1897, consisting of
eighty-eight Republicans to sixty-three Democrats and two Populists in the House, and thirtynine Republicans to eleven Democrats and one
Populist in the Senate. The Republicans finally
gained one member in each' house by contests.
Edward C. Curtis, of Kankakee County, was
chosen Speaker of the House and Heudrick V.
Fisher, of Henry County. President pro tem. of
the Senate, with a full set of Republican officers
The inauguration
in the subordinate positions.
of the newly elected State officers took place on
the nth, the inaugural address of Governor
Tanner taking strong ground in favor of maintaining tlie issues indorsed by the people at the
late election.
On Jan. 20, 'William E. Mason,
of Chicago, was elected United States Senator, as
the successor of Senator Palmer, wliose term was
about to expire. Mr. Mason received the full
Republican strength (125 votes) in the two
Houses, to the 77 Democratic votes cast for John
(See Fortieth General Assembly.
P. Altgeld.

Among the principal measures enacted by the
Fortieth General Assembly at its regular session
were; The "Torrens Land Title System," regulating the conveyance and registration of land
titles

(which

see)

the consolidation of the three

;

Supreme Court Districts into one and locating the
Supreme Court at Springfield, and the Allen
Street-Railroad Law, empowering City Councils
and other corporate authorities of cities to grant
street railway

years.

On

for a period of fifty
the Legislature met in

franchises

Dec.

7,

1897,

under a call of the Governor, naming five subjects upon which legislation was suggested.
Of these only two were acted upon
affirmatively, viz. a law prescribing the manner
of conducting the election of delegates to nominating political conventions, and a new revenue
law regulating the assessment and collection of

special session

:

taxes.

The main feature of the

latter act is the

requirement that property shall be entered upon
the books of the assessor at its cash value, subject
to revision by a Board of Review, the basis of
valuation for purposes of taxation being one-fifth
of this amount.
The Spanish- American War.—The most notable event in the history of Illinois during the
year 1898 was the Spanish- American War, and
the part Illinois played in it. In this contest
Illinoisans manifested the same eagerness to
serve their country as did their fatliers and fellow citizens in the War of the Rebellion, a third
of a century ago.
The first call for volunteers
was responded to with alacrity by the men composing the Illinois National Guard, seven regiments of infantry, from the First to Seventh
inclusive, besides one regiment of Cavalry and
one Battery of Artillery in all about 9,000 men
being mustered in between May 7 and May 21.
Although only one of these the First, under the
command of Col. Henry L. Turner of Chicago
saw practical service in Cuba before the surrender

—

—

—

at Santiago, others in

camps

of instruction in the

South stood ready to respond to the demand
their service in the

field.

Under the second

for
call

two other regiments — the Eighth and
the Ninth were organized and the former (composed of Afro-Americans officered by men of
their own race) relieved the First Illinois on guard
for troops

—

duty at Santiago after the surrender. A body of
engineers from Company E of the Second United
States Engineers, recruited in Chicago, were
among the first to see service in Cuba, while
many Illinoisans belonging to the Naval Reserve
were assigned to duty on United States war
vessels, and rendered most valuable service in the

.
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naval engagements

Regiment
the

Cuban

in

waters.

(Col. Fred. Hennitt) also

movement

The

Thiril

took part in

for the ocouijation of Porto Rico.

The several regiments on

their return for musterout, after the conclusion of terms of peace with
Spain, received most enthusiastic ovations from
Be.si(les the regitheir fellow-citizens at home.
ments mentioned, several Provisional Regiments
organized
and
stood
ready
to
respond to the
were
call of the Government for their services had the

(See ^V(ll^. Tlir SjuDiixh
emergenc}' required.
American.)
Tlie priui-ii)al labor
Labor Disturb.\xces.
disturbances in the State, under Governor Tanadministration,
occurred
during the coalner's
miners' strike of 1897, and the lock-out at tlie
1898.
The attempt to
Pana and Virden mines in
introduce colored laborers from the South to
operate these mines led to violence between the
of the "Miners' Union" and the mine-

—

1

and operators, and their

emploj'es,

at

these points, during which it was necessary to
call out the National Guard, and a number of
lives

A

were sacrificed on both sides.
during the spring of

flood in the Ohio,

1898,

caused the breaking of the levee at Sliavvneetown,
111., on the 3d day of April, in consequence of
which a large proportion of the city was flooded,

many homes and

business

greatly injured, and

hou.ses

wrecked or

much

other property dehowever, was
stroyed.
The most
the loss of some twenty-five lives, for the most
who,
being
surprised
children
part of women and
Aid was
in their homes, were unable to escape.
in
bj'
the
State
Government
promptly furnished
the form of tents to shelter the survivors and
and
contributions
of
money
rations to feed them
and provisions from the citizens of the State, collected by relief organizations during the next two
or three montlis. were needed to moderate the
(See Iniin<hitinns, Remarkable.)
suffering.
serious disaster,

;

—

Campaign of 1898. The political campaign of
1898 was a quiet one, at least nominally conducted
on the same general i.ssues as that of 1896, altho\igli the

gradual return of business prosperity

had greatly modified the intensity of interest
with wliich some of the economic questions of
the preceding campaign had been regarded. The
only State officers to be elected were a StateTreasurer, a Superintendent ol Public Instruction,
and three State University Trustees the total
vote cast for the former being 878,022 against

—

1,090,809 for President in 1890.

Of the former,

Floyd K. Whittemore (Republican candidate for
State Treasurer) received 448,9-10 to 405,490 for

•2s:i

M. F. Dunlap (Democrat), witli 24,192 divided
between three other candidates; while Alfred
Bayliss

(Republican)

68,899 over his

received

a

plurality

of

Democratic competitor, with 23,The Republican

190 votes cast for three others.

candidates for University Trustees were, of course,
The Republicans lost heavily in their
representation in Congress, though electing thirout
of twent}'-two members of the Fiftyteen
sixth Congress, leaving nine to their Democratic
opponents, who were practically consolidated in
this campaign with the Populists.

elected.

Forty-first General Assembly.— The Fortyfirst General Assembly met, Jan. 4, 1899, and
adjourned, April 14, after a session of 101 days,
with one exception (that of 1875), the .shortest
regular session in the liistory of the State Government since the adoption of the Constitution of
1870,
The House of Representatives consisted of
eighty-one Republicans to seventy -one Democrats
and one Prohibitionist; and the Senate, of thirtyfour Republicans to sixteen Democrats and one
Populist giving a Republican majority on joint
ballot of twenty-six.
Of 176 bills which passed
both Houses, received the approval of the Governor and became laws, some of the more important were the following: Amending the State
Arbitration Law by extending its scope and the
general powers of the Board creating the oflSce
of State -Vrchitect at a salary of 85,000 per annum,
to furnish plans and .specifications for public
buildings and supervise the construction and
care of the same; authorizing the consolidation
of the territor}' of cities under township organization, and consisting of five or more Congressional townships, intoonetownsliip; empowering
each Justice of the Supreme Court to employ a
private secretary at a salarv of 82,000 per annum,
to be paid by the State; amending the State
Revenue Law of 1898; authorizing the establishment and maintenance of iiarental or truant
schools; and empowering tlie State to establish
Free Employment Offices, in the proportion of one
to each city of 50,000 inhabitants, or three in
cities of 1,000,000 and over.
An act was also
passed requiring the Secretaj-y of State, when an
amendment of the State Constitution is to be
voteil upon by the electors at any general election, to prepare a statement setting forth the provisions of the same and furnish copies thereof to

—

;

each County Clerk, whose duty it is to have said
copies published and posted at tlie places of voting
for the information of voters.
One of the most
important acts of this Legislature was the repeal,
by a practically unanimous vote, of the Street-
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railway Franchise Law of the previous session,
the provisions of which, empowering City Councils to grant street-railway franchises extending
over a period of fifty years, had been severely
criticised by a portion of the press and excited
intense hostility, especially in some of the larger
cities of the State.
Although in force nearly two
years, not a single corporation had succeeded in
obtaining a franchise under it.
A Retrospect and a Look into The Future.
The histor)' of Illinois has been traced concisely
and in outline from the earliest period to the
present time. Previous to the visit of Joliet and
Marquette, in 1673, as unknown as Central Africa,
for a century it continued the hunting ground of
savages and the laome of wild animals common to
the plains and forests of the Mississippi Valley.
The region brought under the influence of civilization, such as then existed, comprised a small

—

area, scarcely larger

than two ordinarily sized

counties of the present day. Thirteen years of
nominal British control (1765-78) saw little change,

except the exodus of a part of the old French
population,

who preferred

Sjianish to British rule.

The period of development began with the
occupation of Illinois by Clark in 1778. That
saw the "Illinois County," created for the government of the settlements northwest of the
Ohio, expanded into five States, with an area of
3.50,000 square miles and a population, in 1890, of
13,500,000.
In 1880 the population of the State
equaled that of the Thirteen Colonies at the
close of the Revolution. The eleventh State in
the Union in this respect in 1850, in 1890 it had
advanced to third rank.

With

its

unsurpassed

CHRONOLOGICAL RECORD.
Important Events in

Illinois History.

1673.-Joliet and Marquette reac
way of the Upper Mississipj
1674-.5.— Marquette

from Green Bay by

makes a second

visit to Illinois and spends
the winter on the present site of Chicago.
I680.-La .Salle and Tonty descend the Illinois to Peoria Lake.
1681.— Tonty begins the erection of Fort St. Louis on " Starved
Rock" in La Salle County.
1082.— La Salle and Tonty descend the Illinois and Mississippi
"'

-----

..
....
^i^jj ^^j^^ possession'
in the name i
permanent French settlement
Illinois and Misof St. Sulpice established at Cahokia.
'
''
*
'
1700.— Kaskaskia
Indii
the Upper Illinois I
locate near the mouth of the Kaskaskia River. French
shed here the sa
skaskia and future cupit
"

-

iril 9, 1682)

•St
1

1754.— Fori Chartrea rebuilt and strengthened.
1765,— The Illinois country surrendered by the French to the
British under the treaty of 17ia.
1778.— July 4 Col. George Rogers Clark, at the head of an expedition organized under authority of Gov. Patrick Henry of
Virginia, arrives at Kaska-ikia. The occupation of Illinois
(

1

f
'

the Virginia House of
the settlements northof 1787. organizing the

Northwest Territory, embracing the present States of
Ohio, Indiana, Illinois. Michigan and Wisconsin.
1788— General Arthur St. Clair appointed Governor of Northwest Territory.
1790.—St Clair County organized.
1795.— Randolph County organized.
1800.— Northwest Territory divided Into Ohio and Indiana Territories. Illinois being embraced in the latter.
~ -rom Indiana, and Ninian
•

I

State.

-State capital removed from Kasteaskia to Vandaiia.
1822-24.-Unsucce8Sful attempt to make Illinois a slave State.
1825.— (April 30) General La Fayette visits Kaskaskia.
1820.

under an Act of the Legislature passed
I.— The second Constitution adopi
- President,
elected
).— Abraham Lincoln
•

1

..—War
t.

— (Jan.

of theEebell
1)

Lincoln

ii

lues'^'

Proclamation of
linated in

Washington.

1865.— May 4) President Lincoln's funeral in Springlield.
1865.— The War of the Rebellion ends.
1868.-Gen. U. s. Grant elected to the Presidency.
1870.— The third State Constitution adopted.
(

fertility of soil, its inexhaustible supplies of fuel

for

manufacturing purposes,

its

system of

rail-

any other State,
predicting that the next
forty years will see it advanced to second, if not
first rank, in both wealth and population.
But if the development of Illinois on material
lines has been marvelous, its contributions to the
Nation in philanthropists and educators, soldiers
and statesmen, have rendered it conspicuous. A
long list of these might be mentioned, but two
names from the ranks of Illinoisans have been, by
common consent, assigned a higher place than all
others, and have left a deeper impress upon the
history of the Nation than any others since the
days of Washington. These are, Ulysses S. Grant,
the Organizer of Victory for the Union arms
and Conqueror of the Rebellion, and Abraham
Lincoln, the Great Emancipator, tlie Preserver of
the Republic, and its Martyred President.
roads, surpassing in extent that of

there

is little

risk in

]

cipation.

POPULATION OF ILLINOIS
At Each Decennial Census from

1810 to
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INDEX.
Admission of Illinois as a State, 258,
Altgeld, John P., administration as Gov
ernor, 27y.80: defeated for re-election, 2el
Anderson, Stinson H.,264.

Mormon War, 264-65.

President 275.
Gresliam, Walter Q,, supported by Illinois
Republicans for tlie Presidency, 279.
Hamilton, John M,. Lieutenant-Governor,
•277; succeeds Gov. Cullom, 278.

Design Settlement, 2

leers, -271: electeil

the corner-stone of State Capitol, 2(i4^
Bateman, Newton, State SuperintendenI
of Public Instruction. 270. ,174,27.5.
Beveridge, John L., Congressman and
Lieutenant-Governor: becomes Qovernoi
by resignation of Qoveruor Oglesby,276,
Birkbeck. Morris, 260.
BisseU, William H., Colonel in Mexican
War, 265: Oovernor, 269: death, 27u.

Hawk War.

Morgan, Col. George, Indii
kaskia in 1776, '251.

villages, populatii

New

Anti-Nebraslsa EditoriaR
Anli-slavery t
8cheme,260.

Black

French occupal
settlement about Kaskaskla and C'fthol<ia. '249
French

Ilansen-Shaw contest, 260.
Hardin, John J., 263; elected to Congress,
'264; killed at Buena vista, 265.
Harrison, William Henry, first Governor

of Indiana Territory. 254.

262.

Blodgett, Henry W., Free Soil
the Legislature. 268.

member

(

first Territorial Legislature; separated
Into Territories of Ohio and Indiana. 254.
Oglesby, Richard J., soldier in Civil War,
271; elected Governor, 274: second election; chosen U. 8. Senator, 276; third
election to governorship, 278.

Ordinance of 1787,253,
" Paincourt " (early name for St Louis)
settled by French from Illinois, 251.
Palmer, John M., member of Peace Conference of 1861, 271; elected Governor;
prominent events of his administration.
'.;76; unsuccessful Democratic candidate
for Governor; elected U. S. Senator. 271
I

for

282.

Peace Conference of
Peace conventions of
9

C,

260.

Browning, Orville H.,

Bloomington

Convention, 269; U. S. Senator. 27;i.
Cahokla, first Pretich settlement at, 252.
Camp Douglas conspiracy, 273.
Canal Scrip Fraud, 270.
Carlin, Thomas, elected Governor, 263.
Casey, Zaduc, elected to Congress; resigns the Lieutenant-Governorship, 262,
Charlevoix visits Illinois. 247
Chicago and Calumet Rivers, importance
of in estimation of early explorers, 247
Chicago election frauds, 278.
Chicago, fire of 1871, 276.
Chicagou, Indian Chief for whom Chlcagc

was named, 248.
Clark, (;ol. George Rogers, expedition tc
lllmois; capture of Kaskaskia. 251.
Coles, Edward, emancipates his slaves;
candidate for Governor, 259; his eluction
260: persecuted by his enemies. 261.
Constitutional Convention of l.sl.S. 258.
Constitutional Convention of 1847.266.
Constitutional Convention of 1S62, 272,
Constitutional Convention of 1870, 275.

Cook, Daniel P..

255:

Attorney -General

258: elected to Congress, 26U-61.

Craig, Capt._Thotna,s^ expedition against

General A.ssembly, 270; elected Oovernur, 276; features of his administration: re-elected,
f

277; elected to U. 8. Senate. 278.

Court, 264,

deflii

"241.

British in 1765, 251 under government of
Virginia, 252: part of Indiana Territory,
254: Territorial Goverimient organized;
:

Edwards

Ninian

appointed Governor,

255, admitted as a State. 258
Illinois
Michigan Canal, 261.
Illinois Central Railroad, 267-68.
'Illinois Countrj-," boundaries defined

&

Captain Plttman, 241:
first American Governor,

County

Illinois

by
Patrick Hem:y,
252.

organized

by Virginia

House of Delegates, 252.
Illinois Territory organized; first Territoial officers, 255.
(iiaiia

Territory organized. 2
Legislature elected.

Pope, Nathaniel, Secretary of Illinois Territory, -255: Delegate in Congress: s
Ice In fixing northern boundary, 258.
Prairies, origin of, 243.

Randolph County organized,
Renault, Philip F.,
1

254.

importer of A

first

lUii

.249.

to take seat i
Illinois House of Representatives. 268.
Richardson, William A., candidate for
Governor, 270: U.S. Senator, 272.
Rocheblave, Chevalier de, last British

firs I

orial

Internal improvement echeme, 263.
Joliet, Louis, accompanied
visits Illinois in 1673, 245.

263

1,

by Marquette,

Kane, Elias Kent. 258.
Kansas-Nebraska contest, 268,
Kaskaskia Indians remove from Upper

Labor disturbances.

elected U, S. Seiie-election, 269.

Spanigli-.\merican War,

L

281.

erec-

Governor of North-

County organized, 254,
state debt reaches Its maximum. 268.
State Fair permanently located, 281.

270, 280, 283.
to Kaskaskia, 261,
to Illinois in 1679-80,
245; builds Port Miami, near mouth of
St. Joseph: disaster of Fort Creve-Coeur;

St. Clair

(jeneral Assembly, 2'»3; elected to
gress, 266; unsuccessful candidal*

Thomas. Jesse

La Fayette, visit of,
La Salle, expedition

;

;

Southern Hospital for Insane burned, 280.
Springfield, third State capital, 263:

Illinois to mouth of Kaskaskia, 248.
Kenton, Simon, guide for Clark's expedition against Kaskaskia, 2j1.

U.S.:

the United

his admi:

States

Bloomington

Early towns
Earthqi

death,

186:1,2

Plttman, Capt. Philip,

Davis, David, United States Senator, 277.
Dougi as, Stephen A 26.'! Justice Supremf
,

1861,271,

Perrot, Nicholas, explorer,
in

elected Governor,

281-2.

B.. 255; President of
stitiiticinal
fnnvpntion of 1818,
elefiH.l riiiteil .Stales Senator, 259,

Senate

Convention

of 1856;
'•
House-divided-agalnst-itself" speech,
269; elected President, 270: departure for
Washington, '271: elected for a second
term, 273; assassination and fuueral,274.
Lincoln-Douglas debates. 270.

261.

Ewing, William L. I
becomes
Governor; occupant or man'

actlni
cting
I,

D.. Attorney-General:
Secretary of State: opponent of pronvention scheme.

embarrassing
i

administration, 264.
I to
British, 250.
,256-57.

'.

oldier,'272:

Congressn

i-at-large.2

of the

Rebellion:

some prominent

Illinois actors: number of troops furnished by Illinois: Important battles par-

third election as Senator, 278

"LonKNine,"263.
Louisiana united with Illinois. 254.
Lovejoy, Elijah P., murdered at Alton,
.Macalister and Stebbins bonds. 270.
Marquette. Fatiier Jacquas

Warren,
263,

Kaskaskia
Will II
246; raided and burned by
St. Li
Indians,
Franklin, Benjamin, Indian

Senator, 269-70;
"or "Governor. 277.

andalia. the second State capital, •i59.
k'ar of 1812,256;
expeditions to Peoria
i'ar

publican nominee for Vice-President;

258:
Illi-

i-retary of State. 264:
.tes

Lockwood, Samuel

262.

Explorers, early French, 244-5.
Farwell, Charle.s B.,279.
Field-.McClernand contest, 264.
Fifer, Joseph W., elected Governor, "279.
Fisher, Dr. George. Speaker of Territorial
Houseof Representatives, 257.

Con-

of

,

Hooper,

editor

Edwardsville

Spectator. 260.

Wayne. Gen Anthony.254.

Whig mass-meeting
Wllmot

at Springfield, 264.
Proviso, action of Hliuoli Legisla-

U. S,

Fort

Menard, Pierre, K5:
.

President of Terri-

torial Council, 257: elected LieuteuantGovernor, 258; anecdote of, 259.

Mexicau War, 265.

;

elected United States
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ILES, Elijah, pioneer merchant, was born in
Kentucky, Marcli 28, 1796; received the rudiments
of an education in two winters' schooling, and
began his business career by purchasing 100 head
of yearling cattle upon which, after herding
them three years in the valleys of Eastern Kentucky, he realized a profit of nearly 83,000.

went

1818 he

to St. Louis,

In

then a French village

of 2,500 inhabitants, and, after spending three

years as clerk in a frontier store at "Old Franklin," on the Missouri River, nearly opposite the
present town of Boonville, in 1821 made a horseback tour through Central Illinois, finally locating
at Springfield, which had just been selected by
a board of Commissioners as the temporary
county -seat of Sangamon County. Here he soon
brought a stock of goods by keel-boat from St.
Louis and opened the first store in the new town.
Two years later (1823), in conjunction with
Pascal P. Enos, Daniel P. Cook and Thomas Cox,
he entered a section of land comprised within the
present area of the city of Springfield, which
later became the permanent county-seat and
Mr. lies became tlie
finally the State capital.
first

postmaster of Springfield, and, in 1826, was

elected State Senator, served as Major in the
Winnebago War (1827), enlisted as a private in

the Black Hawk War (1831-32), but was soon
advanced to the rank of Captain. In 1830 he
sold his store to John Williams, who had been
his clerk, and, in 1838-39, built the "American
House, which afterwards became the temporary
stopping-place of many of Illinois' most famous
'

'

statesmen.

He

invested

largely

farming lands, and, at his death,
estate.

Died, Sept.

4,

in
left

valuable
a large

1883.

ILLINOIS ASYLUM FOR INCURABLE IN
SANE, an institution founded under an act of the
General Assembly, passed at the session of

189.5,

making an appropriation of §65,000 for the purchase of a site and the erection of buildings with
capacity for the accommodation of 200 patients.
The institution was located by the Trustees at
Bartonville, a suburb of the city of Peoria, and
the erection of buildings begun in 1896. Later
these were found to be located on ground which
had been undermined in excavating for coal, and
their removal to a different location was undertaken in 1898. The institution is intended to
relieve the other hospitals for the Insane by the
reception of patients deemed incm-able.

ILLINOIS AND MICHIGAN CANAL, a waterway connecting Lake Michigan with the Illinois
and forming a connecting link in the
water-route between the St. Lawrence and the
River,

Gulf of Mexico. Its summit level is about 580
feet above tide water.
Its point of beginning is
South Branch of the Chicago River, about
Thence it flows some
five miles from the lake.
eight miles to tlie valley of the Des Plaines, following the valley to the mouth of the Kankakee
(forty-two miles), thence to its southwestern
terminus at La Salle, the head of navigation on
at the

the Illinois.
four feeders

and

Between these points the canal has
Des Plaines, Du Page

—the Calumet,

Kankakee.

It passes through Lockport,
Morris, and Ottawa, receiving accessions
from the waters of the Fox River at the latter
point.
The canal proper is 96 miles long, and it
lias
five
feeders whose aggregate length is
twenty-five miles, forty feet wide and four feet
deep, with four aqueducts and seven dams. Tlie
difference in level between Lake Michigan and
the Illinois River at La Salle is one hundred and

Joliet,

forty-five feet.
To permit the ascent of vessels,
there are seventeen locks, ranging from three

and one half to twelve and one-half feet in lift,
their dimensions being 110x18 feet, and admitting
the passage of boats carrying 150 tons. At Lockport, Joliet, Du Page, Ottawa and La Salle are
large basins, three of which supply power to factories.
To increase the water supply, rendered
necessary by the high summit level, pumping
works were erected at Bridgeport, having two
thirty-eight foot independent wheels, each capable of delivering (through buckets of ten feet
length or width) 15,000 cubic feet of water per
minute. These pumping works were erected in
1848, at a cost of §15,000, and were in almost continuous use until 1870. It was soon found that
these machines might be utilized for the benefit
of Chicago, by forcing the sewage of the Chicago
River to the siunmit level of the canal, and allowing its place to be filled by pure water from the
lake.
This pumping, however, cost a large sum,
and to obviate this expense §2,955,340 was expended by Chicago in deepening the canal between 1865 and 1871, so that the sewage of the
south division of the city might be carried through
the canal to the Des Plaines. This sum was
returned to the City by the State after the great
(As to further measures for carryfire of 1871.
ing off Chicago sewage, see Chicago Drainage

Canal.)

In connection with the canal three locks and
built on the Illinois River,
one
twenty-eight miles below La
Salle one at the mouth of Copperas Creek, about
sixty miles below Henry; and another at La
Grange. The object of these works (the first

dams have been

at Henry, about
;

—
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two beiug

practically

au extension

of the canal)

is to furnish slack-water navigation
throughout the year. The cost of that at Henry (S400, 000)
was defrayed by direct appropriation from the
State treasury. Copperas Creek dam cost §410,831,
of which amount the United States Government
paid $62,360. The General Government also constructed a dam at La Grange and appropriated
funds for the building of another at Kampsville
Landing, with a view to making the river thorouglily navigable the year round. The beneficial
results expected from these works have not been
realized and their demolition is advocated.

History.
traders

first

— The

early missionaries and

fur-

directed attention to the nearness of

the waters of Lake Michigan and the Illinois.
The project of the construction of a canal was
made the subject of a report by Albert Gallatin,
Secretary of the Treasury in 1808. and, in 1811, a
bill on the subject was introduced in Congress in
connection with the Erie and other canal enterprises.
In 1823 Congress granted the right of
way across the public lands "for the route of a
canal connecting the Illinois River with the
south bend of Lake Michigan," which was followed five years later by a grant of 300,000 acres
of land to aid in its construction, which was to
be undertaken by the State of Illinois. The
earliest surveys contemplated a channel 100 miles
long, and the original estimates of cost varied
between §639,000 and §716,000. Later surveys
and estimates (1833) placed the cost of a canal
forty feet wide and four feet deep at §4,040,000.
In 1836 another Board of Commissioners was
created and surveys were made looking to the
construction of a waterway sixty feet wide at the
surface, thirty-six feet at bottom, and six feet in
depth. Work was begun in June of that year

was suspended

when a

in 1841

;

and renewed

in

1840,

canal loan of §1,000,000 was negotiated.
The channel was opened for navigation in April,
1848, by which time the total outlay had reached
By 1871, Illinois had liquidated its
§6,170,226.
entire indebtedness on account of the canal and
the latter reverted to the State. The total cost
up to 1879 including amount refunded to Chicago was §9,513,831, while the sum returned to
the State from earnings, sale of canal lands, etc.,
amounted to §8,819,731. In 1883 an oflfer was
made to cede the canal to the United States upon
condition that it should be enlarged and extended to the Mississippi, was repeated in 1887,
but has been declined.
ILLINOIS AND MISSISSIPPI CANAL (generally known as "Hennepin Canal"), a projected

—

—

287

navigable water-way in course of construction
(1899) by the General (iovernment, designed to
connect the Upper Illinois with the Mississippi
River.
Its object is to furnish a continuous
navigable water-channel from Lake Michigan, at
or near Chicago, by way of the Illinois & Michigan Canal (or the Sanitary Drainage Canal) and
the Illinois River, to the Mississippi at the mouth
of

Rock

River,

and

—

finally to the

Gulf of Mexico.

The Route. The canal, at its eastern end,
leaves the Illinois River one and three-fourths
miles above the city of Hennepin, where the
river makes the great bend to the south.
Ascending the Bureau Creek valley, the route passes
over the dividing ridge between the Illinois River
and the Mississippi to Rock River at the mouth
of Green River; thence by slack-water down
Rock River, and around the lower rapids in that
stream at Milan, to the Mississippi. The estimated length of the main channel between its
eastern and western termini is seventy-five miles
the distance having been reduced by changes
in the route after the first survey.
To this is to
be added a "feeder" extending from the vicinity
of Sheffield, on the summit-level (twenty-eight
miles west of the starting point on the Illinois),
north to Rock Falls on Rock River opposite the
city of Sterling in Whiteside County, for the
purpose of obtaining an adequate supply of water
for the main canal on its highest level.
The
length of this feeder is twenty-nine miles and, as
its dimensions are the same as those of the main
channel, it will be navigable for vessels of the
.same class as the latter.
A dam to be constructed
at Sterling, to turn water into the feeder, will
furnish slack-water navigation on Rock River to
Dixon, practically lengthening the entire route

—

to that extent.

History.

—The subject of such a work began to

be actively agitated as early as 1871, and, under
authoritj' of various acts of Congress, preliminary

surveys began to be made by Government engineers that year. In 1890 detailed plans and estimates, based upon these preliminary surveys,
were submitted to Congress in accordance with
the river and harbor act of August, 1888. This
report became the basis of an appropriation in
the river and harbor act of Sept. 19, 1890, for
carrying the work into practical execution.
Actual work was begun on the western end of the
canal in July, 1892, and at the eastern end in the
spring of 1894. Since then it has been prosecute<l
as continuously as the appropriations made by
Congress from year to year would permit. According to the report of Major Marshall, Chief of
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Engineers in charge of the work, for the fiscal
year ending June 30, 1898, the construction of the
canal around the lower rapids of Rock River (four
and one-half miles), with three locks, three
swing bridges, two dams, besides various buildings, was completed and that portion of the canal
opened to navigation on April 17. 1895. In the
early part of 1899, the bulk of the excavation
and masonry on the eastern section was practically completed, the feeder line under contract,
and five out of the eighteen bridges required to
be constructed in place; and it was estimated
that the Avhole line, with locks, bridges, culverts
and aqueducts, will be completed within two
years, at the farthest, by 1903.
Dimensions, Methods of Construction, Cost.
ETC.
As already stated, the length of the main
line is seventy-five miles, of which twenty-eight
miles (the eastern section) is east of the junction
of the feeder, and forty -seven miles (the vi'estern
section) west of that point making, with the
twenty nine miles of feeder, a total of one hundred and four miles, or seven miles longer than
the Illinois & Michigan Canal. The rise from the
Illinois River datum to the summit-level on the
eastern section is accomplished by twenty-one
locks with a lift of six to fourteen feet each, to
reach an altitude of 196 feet while the descent
of ninety three feet to the low-water level of the
Mississippi on the western end is accomplished
through ten locks, varying from six to fourteen
The widtli of the canal, at the water
feet each.
surface, is eighty feet, with a depth below the
surface-line of seven feet. The banks are riprapped with stone the entire length of the canal.
The locks are one hundred and seventy feet long,
between the quoins, by thirty-five feet in width,
admitting the passage of vessels of one hundred
and forty feet in length and thirty-two feet beam
and each capable of carrying six hundred tons of

—

—

;

freight.

The bulk

masonry employed in the construction of locks, as well as abutments for
bridges and aqueducts, is solid concrete manufactured in place, while the lock-gates and aqueof the

construction of the canal, locks, bridges, buildings, etc., at $5,068,000 for the main channel and
§1,858,000 for the Rock River feeder— a total of
This has been reduced, however, by
$6,936,000.
changes in the route and unexpected saving in
the material employed for masonry work. The

shown by oflScial reports,
June 30, 1898, was $1,748,905.13. The
expended
amount
up to March 1, 1899, approximated $3,500,000, while the amount necessary to
the
work
(exclusive of an unexpended
complete
balance) was estimated, in round numbers, at

total expenditure, as

up

to

$3,500,000.

The completion

of this work,

it

is

transportation between Chicago and the western
terminus of the canal. In order to make the
canal available to its full capacity between lake
points and the Mississippi, the enlargement of

& Michigan Canal, both as to width
and depth of channel, will be an indispensable
necessity and it is anticipated that an effort will
be made to secure action in this direction by the
Another
Illinois Legislature at its next session.

the IlUnois

;

expedient likely to receive strong support will be,
to induce the General Government to accept the
tender of the Illinois & Michigan Canal and, by
the enlargement of the latter through its whole
length or, from Lockport to the Illinois River
at La Salle, with the utilization of the Chicago
Drainage Canal furnish a national water-way
between the lakes and the Gulf of Mexico of
sufficient capacity to accommodate steamers and
other vessels of at least 600 tons burthen.

—

—

ILLINOIS BAND, THE, an

association consist-

ing of seven young men, then students in Yale
College, who, in the winter of 1838-39, entered
into a mutual compact to devote their lives to the
promotion of Christian education in the West,
especially in Illinois.

It

was composed

lege at Jacksonville, in 1839, with
became associated as members of the

natural stone. The smaller culverts are of iron
piping and the framework of all the bridges of

cial

The

earlier estimates placed the entire cost of

of

Theron

Baldwin, John F. Brooks, Mason Grosvenor,
Elisha Jenney, William Kirby, Julian M. SturteAll of these came to Illivant and Asa Turner
nois at an early day, and one of the first results
of their efforts was the founding of Illinois Col-

ducts proper are of steel— the use of tliese
materials resulting in a large saving in the first
cost as to the former, and securing greater solidity and permanence in all.
The concrete work,
already completed, is found to have withstood
the effects of ice even more successfully than

steel.

estimated,

will result in a saving of over 400 miles in water

which all
Board

first

of Trustees, several of them so remaining to the
close of their lives, while most of them were connected with the institution for a considerable

members of the faculty or finanagents Dr. Sturtevant having been President for thirty-two years and an instructor or
(See Baldwin, Theron;
professor fifty-six years.
Brooks, John F.; and Sturtevant, Julian M.)

period, either as

—
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ILIIXOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD, a corpo
ration controlling the principal line of railroad

extending through the entire length of the State
from north to south, besides numerous side
branches acquired by lease during the past few

The main

made up of three genfrom Chicago to Cairo,
from Centralia to Dubuque,
Iowa, (340.77 miles), and from Cairo to New
Orleans, La. (547.79 miles) making a total of
1,253.29 miles of main line, of which 705.5 miles

years.

lines are

eral divisions, extending
111.

(864.73 miles);

—

are in

Illinois.

Besides this the

company

con-

through lease and stock ownership, a large
of lateral branches which are operated
by the company, making the total mileage

trols,

number

reported up to June 30. 1898, 3,130.21
(History.) The Illinois Central Railroad
not only one of the lines earliest projected in
the history of the State, but has been most intimately connected with its development. The
project of a road starting from the mouth of the
Ohio and extending northward through the State
is said to have been suggested
by Lieut. -Gov.
Alexander M. Jenkins as early as 1832; was
advocated by the late Judge Sidney Breese and
others in 1835 under the name of the Wabash &
Mississippi Railroad, and took the form of a
charter granted by the Legislature in January.
1836, to the first "Illinois Central Railroad Company," to construct a road from Cairo to a point
near the southern terminus of the Illinois &
Michigan Canal. Nothing was done under this
act, although an organization was effected, with
Governor Jenkins as President of the Company.
The Company surrendered its charter the next
year and the work was undertaken by the State,
under the internal improvement act of 1837, and
considerable money expended without completing any portion of the line. The State having
abandoned the enterprise, the Legislature, in
1843, incorporated the "Great Western Railway

oflacially

miles.

—

is

Company" under what came

to be

known

as the

"Holbrook charter," to be organized under the
of the Cairo City & Canal Company,

auspices

the line to connect the termini named in tlie
charter of 1836, via Vandalia, Shelbyville.
Decatur and Bloomington. Considerable money
was expended under this charter, but the scheme
again failed of completion, and the act was
repealed in 1845. A charter under the same
name, with some modification as to organization,
was renewed in 1849. In January, 1850, Senator
Douglas introduced a bill in the United States
Senate making a grant to the State of Illinois of
alternate sections of land along the line of a

—

as9

jiroposed road extending from Cairo to Duluth in
the northwest corner of the State, with a branch

which bill passed the Senate in May
same year and the House in September,
and became the basis of the Illinois Central Rail-

to Chicago,

of the

road Company as it exists to day. Previous to
the passage of this act, however, the Cairo City

&

Canal Company had been induced to execute a

surrender to the State of its rights and privi"Holbrook charter." This was
followed in February, 1851, by the act of the
Legislature incorporating the Illinois Central
Railroad Company, and assigning thereto (under
specified conditions) the grant of lands received
from the General Government. This grant
covered alternate sections witliin six miles of the
line, or the equivalent thereof (when such lands
were not vacant), to be placed on lands within
The number of acres
fifteen miles of the line.
full

leges under the

thus assigned to the Company was 2,595,000,
(about 3,840 acres per mile), which were conveyed to Trustees a3 security for the performance
An engineering party, organized
of the work.
at Chicago, May 21, 1851, began the preliminary survey of the Chicago branch, and
before the end of the year the whole line was
The first contract for
surveyed and staked out
grading was let on March 15, 1852, being for that
portion between Chicago and Kensington (then
known as Calumet), 14 miles. This was opened
for traffic. May 24, 1852, and over it the Jlichigan
Central, which had been in course of construction
from the east, obtained trackage rights to enter
Chicago. Later, contracts were let for other
sections, some of them in June, and the last on
In May, 18.53, the section from
Oct. 14, 1852.

La

Salle to

Bloomington

(61

miles)

was com-

and opened for business, a temporary
bridge being constructed over the Illinois near
I>a Salle, and cars hauled to the top of the bluff
with chains and cable by means of a stationary
engine. In July, 1854, the Cliicago Division was
put in operation to Urbana, 128 miles; the main
l)leted

from Cairo to La Salle (301 miles), completed
8, 1855, and the line from La Salle to Duluth
(now East Dubuque), 146.73 miles, on June 12,
1855— the entire road (705.5 miles) being completed, Sept. 27, 1856.— (Financial Statement.)
The share capital of the road was originally
fixed at §17,000,000, but previous to 1869 it had
been increased to $25,500,000, and during 1873-74
The present capitalization (1898)
to §29,000,000.
is $163,352,593, of which .$52,500,000 is in stock,
$52,680,925 in bonds, and $51,367,000 in miscellaneous obligations. The total cost of the road.
line

Jan.

—

;
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in Illinois, as

shown by a report made

135,110,609.

By

terms of

the

its

in 1889,

was

charter

the

exempt from taxation, but

in lieu

corporation is
thereof is required to pay into the State treasury,
semi-annually, seven per cent upon the gross
earnings of the line in Illinois. The sum thus
paid into the State treasury from Oct. 31, 18.55,

when

the

first

payment

of $29,751.59

was made,

and including Oct. 31, 1898, aggregated
The last payment (October, 1898),
amounted to $334,527.01. The largest payment
in the history of the road was that of October,

up

to

$17,315,193.24.

amounting, for the preceding six months, to
The net income of the main Une in
Illinois, for the year ending June 30, 1898, was
$12,299,021, and the total expenditures within the
State $12,831,161.— (Leased Lines.) The first
1893,

$450,176 34.

addition to the Illinois Central System was made
in 1867 in the acquisition, by lease, of the Dubuque
& Sioux City Railroad, extending from Dubuque
Since then it has extended
to Sioux Falls, Iowa.
its Iowa connections, by the construction of new

and the acquisition or extension of others.
The most important addition to the line outside
of the State of Illinois was an arrangement

lines

New Orleans, Jackson &
Great Northern, and the Mississippi Central Railroads with which it previously had traffic connections giving it control of a line from Jackson,
Tenn., to New Orleans, La. At first, connection

effected, in 1872, with the

—

—

Illinois Central at Cairo and
the Southern Divisions of the system, by means
of transfer steamers, but subsequently the gap

was had between the

was

filled in

and

in December,

tlie

1873.

through
In

line

opened to traffic

1874 the

New

Orleans.

&

Great Northern and the Mississippi
Central roads were consolidated under the title
of the New Orleans, St. Louis & Chicago Railroad,
but the new corporation defaulted on its interest
The Illinois Central, which was the
in 1876.
owner of a majority of the bonds of the constituent lines which went to malce up the New Orleans,
St Louis & Chicago Railroad, then acquired
ownership of the whole line by foreclosure proceedings in 1877, and it was reorganized, on Jan.
1, 1878, under the name of the Chicago, St. Louis
& New Orleans Railroad, and placed in charge of
one of the Vice-Presidents of the Illinois Central
Company. (Illinois Branches.) The more important branches of the Illinois Central within the

Jackson

(1) The Springfield Division from
Chicago to Springfield (111.47 miles), chartered
and opened in 1871 as the Gilman, Clinton
& Springfield Railroad passed into the hands of
a receiver in 1873, sold under foreclosure in 1876,

State include

:

in 1867,

;

and

leased, in 1878, for fifty years, to the Illinois
Central Railroad (2) The Rantoul Division from
Leroy to the Indiana State line (66.21 miles in
Illinois), cliartered in 1876 as the Havana, Rantoul & Eastern Railroad, built as a narrow-gauge
line and operated in 1881 afterwards changed to
standard-gauge, and controlled by the Wabash,
St. Louis & Pacific until May, 1884, when it passed
into the hands of a receiver in December of the
:

;

;

same year taken

in charge by the bondholders

;

in

1885 again placed in the hands of a receiver, and,
in October, 1886, sold to the Illiuois Central;

(3)

The Chicago, Havana & Western Railroad, from
Havana to Champaign, with a branch from Whiteheath to Decatur
as the western

(total, 131.62 miles),

extension of

the

constructed

Indianapolis,

Bloomington & Western, and opened in 1873 sold
under foreclosure in 1879 and organized as the
Champaign, Havana & Western: in 1880 purchased by the Wabash, St. Louis & Pacific in
1884 taken possession of bj" the mortgage trustees
and, in September, 1886, sold under foreclosure to
the Illinois Central Railroad: (4) The Freeport
Division, from Chicago by way of Freeport to
;

;

Madison, Wis. (140 miles in Illinois), constructed
under a charter granted to the Chicago, Madison
& Northern Railroad (which see), opened for
traffic in 1888, and transferred to the Illinois
Central Railroad Company in January, 1889: (5)

The Kankakee

&

Southwestern (131.26 miles),

constructed from Kankakee to Bloomington
under tlie charters of the Kankakee & Western
and the Kankakee & Southwestern Railroads;
acquired by the Illinois Central in 1878, begim in

and extended to Bloomington in 1883; and
The St. Louis, Alton & Terre Haute (which
under its old name). Other Illinois branch
lines of less importance embrace the Blue Island
1880,
(6)

see

& Texas the Mound City the South
Chicago; the St. Louis, Belleville & Southern,
and the St. Charles Air-Line, which furnishes
an entrance to the City of Chicago over an elevated track. The total length of these Illinois
branches in 1898 was 919.72 miles, with the main
lines making the total mileage of tlie company
within the State 1 624. 22 miles. For several years
up to 1895 the Illinois Central had a connection
with St. Louis over tlie line of the Terre Haute &
Indianapolis from Effingham, but this is now
secured by way of the Springfield Division and
the main line to Pana, whence its trains pass over
the old Indianapolis & St. Louis now the Cleveland, Cinciunati, Chicago & St. Louis Railway.
Between June 30, 1897 and April 30, 1898, branch
lines in the Southern States (chiefly in Kentucky
the Chicago

;

;

,

—
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and Tennessee), to the extent of 670
added to the Illinois Central System.

miles,

were

The Cairo
Bridge, constructed across the Ohio River near
its mouth, at a cost of .'$3,000,000, for the purpose of
connecting the Northern and Southern Divisions
of the Illinois Central System, and one of the
most stupendous structures of

its kind in the
world, belongs wholly to the Illinois Central
Railroad Company. (See Cairo Bridgi.)

ILLINOIS College, an

institution of learn-

ing at Jacksonville, 111., which was the first to
graduate a collegiate class in the history of the
State.
It had its origin in a movement inaugurated about 1827 or 1828 to secure the location, at
some point in Illinois, of a seminar}' or college
which would give the youth of the State the
opportunity of ac(iuiring a higher education.
Some of the most influential factors in this move-

ment were already

citizens of Jacksonville,

or

contemplated becoming such. In January, 1828,
the outline of a plan for such an institution was
drawn up by Rev. John M. Ellis, a home missionary
of the Presbyterian Church, and Hon. Samuel D.
Lockwood. then a Justice of the Supreme Court
of the State, as a basis for soliciting subscriptions
for the organization of a stock-company to carry
the enterprise into execution. The plan, as then
proposed, contemplated provision for a depart-

ment of female

education, at least until a separate
which, if not a
forerunner of the co-educational system now .so
much in vogue, at least foreshadowed the establishment of the Jacksonville Female Seminary,
which soon followed the founding of the college.
A few months after these preliminary steps were
taken. Mr. Ellis was brought into communication
with a group of young men at Yale College (see
"Illinois Band") who had entered into a compact to devote their lives to the cause of educational and missionary work in the West, and out
of the union of these two forces, soon afterwards
effected, grew Illinois College.
The organization
of the "Illinois" or "Yale Band," was formally
consummated in February, 1829, and before the
close of the year a fund of .$10,000 for the purpose
of laying the foundation of the proposed institution in Illinois had been pledged by friends of
education in the East, a beginning had been made
in the erection of buildings on the present site of
institution could be furnished

—

Illinois College at Jacksonville, and. in

Decem-

ber of the same year, the work of instruction of
a preparatory class had been begun by Rev. Julian
M. Sturtevant, who had taken the place of "avantcourier" of the movement. A year later (1831)
Rev. Edward Beecher, the oldest son of the inde-
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Lyman

Beecher, and brother of Henry
Ward already then well known as a leader in
the ranks of those opposed to slavery had become identifled with the new enterprise and
fatigable

—

—

assumed the position of its first President. Such
was the prejudice against "Yankees" in Illinois
at that time, and the jealousy of theological influence in education, that it was not until 183.5 that
the friends of tlie institution were able to secure
a charter from the Legislature.
An ineffectual
attempt had been made in 1830, and when it was
finally granted, it was in the form of an "omnibus bill" including three other institutions, but
with restrictions as to the amount of real estate
that might be held, and prohibiting the organization of theological departments, both of which
were subsequently repealed. (See Early Colleges.)
The same year the college graduated its
first class, consisting of two members
Richard
Yates, afterwards War Coveruor and United
States Senator, and Rev. Jonathan Spillman, the
composer of 'Sweet Afton.
Limited as was this
first output of alumni, it was politically and
morally strong. In 1843 a medical department
was established, but it was abandoned five years

—

'

'

'

want of ailequate support. Dr. Beecher
from the Presidency in 1844, when he was
succeeded by Dr. Sturtevant, who continued in
that capacity until 1876 (thirty -two years), when
he became Professor Emeritus, remaining until
ISS.j
his connection with the institution covering a period of fifty-six years. Others who have
occupied the position of President include Rufus
C. Crampton (acting), 1876-82; Rev. Edward A.
Tanner, 1882-92; and Dr. John E. Bradley, the
incumbent from 1892 to 1899. Among the earlilater for

retired

—

est

and influential friends of the institution,
Judge Lockwood already mentioned, may

besides

be enumerated such names as Gov. Joseph Duncan, Thomas Mather, Winthrop .S. Oilman,

Frederick Collins and William H. Brown (of
Chicago), all of whom were members of the early
Board of Trustees. It was found necessary to
maintain a preparatory department for many
years to fit pupils for the college classes proper,
and, in 1866, Whipple Academy was establislied
and provided with a separate building for this
purpose.

The standard

of admission to the col-

lege course has been gradually atlvanced, keeping

American colAt present the institution has a faculty of
members and an endowment of some .S150,00n.
with a library (1898) numbering over 1.5,000 volumes and property valued at S360.000. Degrcs

abreast, in this respect, of other
leges.
1.5

are

conferred in both classical

and

scientific

:
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courses in the college proper. The list of alumni
embraces some 750 names, including many who
have been prominent in State and National
affairs.

ILLINOIS COUNTY, the name given

•

to the

organization of the territory northwest
its conquest by Col. George
Rogers Clark in 1778. This was done by act of
the Virginia House of Delegates, passed in
October of the same year, which, among other
things, provided as follows: "Tlie citizens of the

County embracing the west, with Cincinnati
(originally called

"Losantiville," near old Fort

Wasliington) as the county-seat. St. Clair, the
third county organized out of this territory, at
first

had virtually three county-seats, but diviand jealousies among the people and officials

first civil

sions

of the Ohio River, after

in reference to the place of deposit for the records,

commonwealth

of Virginia,

tled, or shall hereafter settle,

who

are already set-

on the western side of

resulted in the issue, five years later, of an order

new county of Randolph, the second
Country" these (St. Clair and
Randolph) constituting the two counties into
creating the

—

in the "Illinois

which

was divided

it

at the date of organization

Out of these events grew
title of "Mother of Counties" given to Illinois
County as the original of all the counties in the
of Illinois Territory.

the Ohio, shall be included in a distinct county
which shall be called Illinois County and the
Governor of this commonwealth, with the advice

the

of the Council, may appoint a County-Lieutenant
or Commandant-in-chief of the county during
pleasure, who shall take the oath of fidelity to
this commonwealth and the oath of office accord-

Count}' inherited the title as to the State of
Illinois.
(See Illinois: also St. Clair, Arthur,
and Todd, (Col) John.)

ing to the form of their own religion. And all
civil offices to which the inliabitants have been
accustomed, necessary for tlie preservation of the
peace and the administration of justice, shall be

Jackso7iville

;

chosen by a majority of the citizens of their respectivei districts, to be convened for that purpose
by the County-Lieutenant or Commandant, or his
deputy, and shall be commissioned by said
County-Lieutenant." As the Commonwealth of
Virginia, by virtue of Colonel Clark's conquestj
then claimed jurisdiction over the entire region
west of the Ohio River and east of the Mississippi,
Illinois County nominally embraced the territory
comprised within the limits of the present States
of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan and Wisconsin, though the settlements were limited to the
vicinity of Kaskaskia, Vincennes (in the present
State of Indiana) and Detroit. Col. John Todd,
of Kentucky, was appointed by (Jov. Patrick
Henry, the first Lieutenant-Commandant under
this act, holding office

two

years.

Out of lOinois

County were subsequently organized the following counties by "order" of Gov. Arthur St. Clair,
after his assumption of the duties of Governor,
following the passage, by Congress, of the Ordinance of 1787, creating the Northwest Territory,
viz.

five States nortliwest of the Ohio,

ILLINOIS
ILLINOIS

FARMERS'

while

St. Clair

RAILROAD.

(See

& St. Louis Bailway.)
FEMALE COLLEGE,

a flourishing
institution for the education of women, located
at Jacksonville and incorporated in 1847. Wliile
essentially unsectarian in teaching, it is controlled by the Methodist Episcopal denomination.
Its first charter was granted to the "Illinois Conference Female Academy" in 1847, but four years
later the charter was amended and the name
changed to the present cognomen. The cost of
building and meager support in early years
brought on bankruptcy. The friends of the institution rallied to its support, however, and the
purchasers at the foreclosure sale (all of whom
were friends of Methodist education) donated the
property to what was technically a new institution.
A second charter was obtained from the
State in 1863, and the restrictions imposed upon
the grant were such as to prevent alienation of
While
title, by either conveyance or mortgage.
.the college has only a small endowment fund
(S3,000)

it

owns

§60,000

worth of

real property,

besides $9,000 invested in apparatus and library.

Preparatory and collegiate departments are maintained, both classical and scientific courses being
established in the latter. Instruction is also
given in fine arts, elocution and music. The
faculty (1898) numbers 15, and there are about 170
students.

iCahokia
Prairie du Kocher
Kaskaskia
Post St. Viucennea

April

27, 1790

Randolph

Washington, originally comprising the State of
was reduced, on the organization of Hamilton County, to the eastern portion, Hamilton
Ohio,

ILLINOIS FEMALE

Home for Female

REFORM SCHOOL.

(See

Offenders.)

ILLINOIS INDIANS, a confederation

belong-

ing to the Algonquin family and embracing five
the Cahokias, Kaskaskias, Mitchatribes, viz.
gamies, Peorias and Tamaroas. They early occu:
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pied Illinois, with

adjacent portions of Iowa,"
Wisconsin and Missouri. Tlie name is derived
from IlUni, "man," the Indian plural "ek" being

changed by the French

to

"ois."

They were

intensely warlike, being almost constantly in
conflict with the Winnebagoes, the Iroquois,

Sioux and other tribes. They were migratory
and depended for subsistence largely on the summer and winter hunts. They dwelt in rudely
constructed cabins, each accommodating about
eight families. They were always faithful allies
of the French, whom they heartily welcomed in
1673.

French

missionaries

labored

earnestly

among them —notably Fathers Marquette, AUouez
and Gravier — who reduced their language to
rules.
Their most distinguished
Chief was Chicagou, who was sent to France,
where he vvas welcomed with the honors accorded
In their wars with the
to a foreign prince.
Foxes, from 1712 to 1719, they suffered severely,
their numbers being reduced to 3,000 souls. Tlie
assassination of Pontiac by a Kaskaskian in 1765,
was avenged by the lake tribes in a Avar of extermination. After taking part with the Miamis
in a war against the United States, they participated in the treaties of Greenville and Vincennes,

grammatical

and were gradually removed farther and farther
toward the West, the small remnant of about 175
being at present (1896) on the Quapaw reservation
in Indian Territory.

Iroquois:

(See also Cahokiaa: Foxes:
Mitchagamies: Peorins:

Kaskaskias:

Tamaroas: and Wiiuxebagoeif.)

ILLINOIS IXSTITITION FOR THE EDUCATION OF THE BLIND, located at JacksonThe institution had its inception in a school
for the blind, opened in that town in 1847, by
Samuel Bacon, who was himself blind. The
State Institution was created by act of the Legislature, passed Jan. 13, 1849, which was introduced
by Richard Yates, then a Representative, and
was first opened in a rented house, early in 1850,
under the temporary supervision of Mr. Bacon.
Soon afterward twenty-two acres of ground were
purchased in the eastern part of the city and the
erection of permanent buildings commenced. By
January, 1854. they were ready for use, but fifteen years later were destroyed by fire. Work on
a new building was begun without unnecessary
delay and the same was completed by 1874.
Numerous additions of wings and shops have
since been made, and the institution, in its buildings and appointments, is now one of the most

ville.

complete in the country. Instruction (as far as
practicable) is given in rudimentary English
branches, and in such mechanical trades and

avocations as

come

may
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best qualify the inmates to be-

self-supporting upon tlieir return to active

life.

ILLINOIS MASONIC ORPHANS' HOME, an
the city of Chicago
under the auspices of the Masonic Fraternity of
institution established in

Order.

home for
members of the

the purpose of furnishing a

Illinois, for

the destitute children of deceased

The

total receipts of the institution, dur-

1895, were $39,204.98, and the
The number of beneHome, Dec. 31, 1895, was 61. The
Institution owns real estate valued at §75,000.
ILLINOIS MIDLAND RAILROAD. (See Terre
Haute & Peoria Railroad.)
ILLINOIS RIVER, tlie most important stream

ing

the

year

expenditures, §27,358.70.

the

ficiaries in

within the State has a length of about 500 miles,
which about 345 are navigable. It is formed
by the junction of the Kankakee and Des Plaines
Rivers at a point in Grundy County, some 45
miles southwest of Chicago. Its course is west,
then southwest, and finally south, until it
empties into the Mississippi about 30 miles north
of the mouth of the Missouri.
The Illinois &
Michigan Canal connects its waters with Lake
Michigan. Marquette and Joliet ascended the
stream in 1673 and were probably its first white
visitants.
Later (1679-83) it was explored by
La Salle, Tonty, Hennepin and others.
ILLINOIS RIVER RAILROAD. (See Chicago,
Peoria & St. Louis Railroad of Illinois.)
ILLINOIS SANITARY COMMISSION, a vol
untary organization formed pursuant to a suggestion of Governor Yates, shortly after the
battle of Fort Donelson (1863).
Its object was
the relief of soldiers in actual service, whether on
the marcli, in camp, or in hospitals. State Agents
were appointed for the distribution of relief, for
which purpose large sums were collected and dis;

of

The work of tlie Commission was later
formally recognized by the Legislature in the
enactment of a law authorizing the Governor to
appoint "Military State Agents," who should
receive compensation from the State treasurj-.
Many of these "agents" were selected from the
ranks of the workers in the Sanitarj' Commission,
and a great impetus was tliereby imparted to its
voluntary work. Auxiliary as,sociations were
formed all over the .State, and funds were readily
c-(]ii.-.iderable proportion of which was
obtained.
tributed.

:i

derived from

'SHuitary Fairs."

S( HOOL OF AGRICULTURE AND
MANUAL TRAINING FOR BOYS, an institution

ILLINOIS

dependent boys, organized
under the act of March 28, 1895, which was in

for the training of
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effect a re-enactment of tlie statute

1883

and amended

object

is

in 1885.

to provide a

approved

in

Its legally defined

home and proper

training

may be committed to its charge.
Commitments are made by the County Courts of
for such boys as

in the center of a group of structures, each of

which has

own

its

individual

name:

—Clancy

Hall, Wallace, Plymouth, Beecher, Pope, Windsor,
Lincoln, Sunnyside and Sheridan. While never

a suppliant for benefactions, the

Home has always
who

Cook and contiguous

counties.
The school is
located at Gleuwood, in the county of Cook, and

attracted the attention of philantliropists
are interested in the care of society's waifs.

The

was

average annual number of inmates

275.

opened for the reception of inmates in
revenues are derived, in part, from
voluntary contributions, and in part from payments by the counties sending boys to the institution, which payments are fixed by law at ten
dollars per mouth for each boy, during the time
he is actually an inmate. In 1898 nearly one-half
of the entire income came from the former
source, but the surplus remaining in the treasury
at the end of any fiscal year is never large.
The
school is under the inspectional control of the
State Commissioners of Public Charities, as
though it were an institution founded and maintained by the State. The educational curriculum
1888.

first

Its

closely follows

that of the

ordinary

grammar

schools, pupils being trained in eight grades, sub-

stantially along the lines established in the public
schools.

In addition, a military

drill is

taught,

with a view to developing physical strength,
command of limbs, and a graceful, manly carriage.
Since the Home was organized there have
been received (down to 1899), 2,333 boys. The
industrial training given tlie inmates is both
agricultural and mechanical,
the institution
owning a good, fairly-sized farm, and operating
well equipped industrial shops for the education

—

A

boys devote
them.selves
learning trades, and not a
to
few develop into excellent workmen. One of the
purposes of the school is to secure homes for liiose
thought likely to prove creditable members of
respectable households. During the eleven years
of its existence nearly 2,200 boys have been placed
in homes, and usually with the most satisfactory
results.
The legal safeguards thrown around
the ward are of a comprehensive and binding
sort, so far as regards tlie parties who take the
children for either adoption or apprenticeship—
the welfare of the ward always being the object
primarily aimed at. Adoption is preferred to
institutional life by the administration, and tlie
result usually justifies their judgment.
Many of
the pupils are returned to their families or
friends, after a mild course of correctional treatment. The system of government adopted is
analogous to that of the "cottage plan" employed
in many reformatory institutions throughout the
country. An "administration building" stands

of pupils.

fair proportion of the

ILLINOIS

is

about

WESLEYAN UMYERSITY,

the
leading educational institution of the Methodist
Church in Illinois, south of Chicago; incorporated in 1853 and located at Bloomington. It is
co-educational, has a faculty of 34 instructors,
and reports 1,106 students in 1896 158 male and
648 female.
Besides the usual literary and scientific departments, instruction is given in theology,
music and oratory. It also has preparatory and
business courses. It has a library of 6,000 volumes and reports funds and endowment aggregating §187,999, and property to the value of

—

§380,999.

ILLINOIS & INDIANA RAILROAD.
Indiana, Decatur

d-

(See

Western Railway.)

ILLINOIS & SOUTHEASTERN RAILROAD.

&

(See Baltimore

Ohio Southiresteni Railroad.)

ILLINOIS & SOUTHERN IOWA RAILROAD.
Wabash Railroad.)
ILLINOIS & ST. LOUIS RAILROAD & COAL

(See

COMPANY.
Loiiif!

(See

Louisville,

Evansville

&

St.

(consolidated) Railroad.)

ILLINOIS & TFISCONSIN RAILROAD.

(See

Chicago <& Northwestern Raihray.)
ILLI%POLIS, a village in Sangamon County,
on the Wabash Railway, 20 miles east of SpringIt occupies a position nearly in the geographical center of the State and is in the heart
of what is generally termed the corn belt of Central Illinois.
It has banks, several churches, a
field.

graded school and three newspapers.
(1880), 686;

INDIAN

Population

(1890), 689,

MOUNDS.

(See

Mound- Builders,

Works of The.)
INDIAN TREATIES. The various treaties
made by the General Government with the
Indians, which affected Illinois, may be summarized as follows

1795— ceded

:

Treaty of Greenville, August

11,808,409 acres of land for the

3,

sum

of §210,000; negotiated by Gen. Anthony Wayne
with the Delawares, Ottawas, Miamis, Wyandots,
Shawnees, Pottawatomies, Chippewas, KaskasPiankeshaws and Eel River
kias, Kickapoos,
Indians: First Treaty of Fort Wayne, June 7,
1803— ceded 2,038,400 acres in consideration of
14,000; negotiated by Governor Harrison with
the Delawares, Kickapoos, Miamis, Pottawato-

.
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and Shawnees: First Treaty of Vincennes,
August 13, 1803— ceded 8.911,850 acres for $12,000;
negotiated by Governor Harrison with tlie Caliokias, Kaskaskias and Mitchagamies First Treaty
of St. Louis, Nov. 3, 1804— ceded 14,803,530 acres

INDIANA, BLOOMINGTON

mies,

.

iu consideration of $22,234; negotiated bj- Governor Harrison witli the Sacs and Foxes: Second
Treaty of Vincennes, Dec. 30, 180.5— ceded 2,676,150
acres for §4, 100 negotiated by Governor Harrison
with the Piankeshaws; Second Treaty of Fort
ceded 2.90(1,000 acres;
AVayne, Sept. 30, 1809
negotiated by tiovernor Harrison with the Delawares. Eel River, Miarais, Pottawatomies and
Weas: Third Treaty of Vincennes, Dec. 9, 1809
—ceded 138,240 acres for $27,000; negotiated by
Governor Harrison with tlie Kickapoos: Second
Treaty of St. Louis, Aug. 24, 1816— ceded 1,418.400
;

—

acres in consideration of $12,000; negotiated by
Governor Edwards, William Clark and A. Chou-

teau with the Chippewas, Ottawas and Pottawatomies; Treaty of Edwardsville. Sept. 30, 1818—
ceded 6,865,280 acres for $6,400; negotiated by
Governor Edwards and A. Chouteau with the
Treaty of St. Mary"s, Oct.
Illinois and Peorias;
2, 1818— ceded 11,000,000 acres for .$33,000; negotiated by Gen. Lewis Cass and others with the
Weas; Treaty of Fort Harrison, Aug. 30, 1819—
negotiated by Benjamin Parke with the Kickapoos of the Vermilion, ceding 3.173.120 acres for
$23,000; Treaty of St. Joseph. Sept. 20. 1828—
ceded 990,720 acres in consideration of $189,795;
negotiated by Lewis Cass and Pierre Menard with
the Pottawatomies Treaty of Prairie du Chien.
Jan. 2, 1830— ceded 4,160,000 acres for $390,601;
negotiated by Pierre Menard and others with
:

Ottawas and

Pottawatomies:
1832— ceded
with
Prairie;
Treaty of
the
the Pottawatomies of
Tippecanoe, Oct. 27. 1832— by it the Pottawatomies of Indiana ceded 737,000 acres, in consideration of $406,121 Second Treaty of Cliicago, Sept.
26, 1833— by it tlie Cluppewas, Ottawas and Pottawatomies ceded 5,104,960 acres for $7,624,289:
Treaties of Fort Armstrong and Prairie du Chien,
negotiated 1829 and '32— by whicli the Winnetlie

Chippewas,

Chicago, Oct.

First Treaty of
1,.536,

000

acres

for

$460,348;

20,

negotiated

;

bagoes ceded 10,346,000 acres in exchange for
$5,195,252; Second Treaty of St. Louis, Oct. 27,

1832— the Kaskaskias and Peorias ceding
acres

in

consideration

of

$155,780

(See

1,900

also

GreeuviUe, Trmtyof.)

IXDIAX TRIBES.

IlKnois
Indians; Kaskaskiax: Kickapoos: Miamis; Outa(See Algonquin^:

gamies; Piankexhawx: Pntfawatomies; Sacs and
Foxes; Weas; Winnehagoes.)
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RAILWAY.

(See Peoria

&

INDIANA, DECATUR &

WAY. The entire length

WESTERN

&

Eastern Railroad.)

WESTERN

of line

is 1.52.5

RAIL-

miles, of

which 75.75 miles (with yard-tracks and sidings
amounting to 8 86 miles) lie within Illinois. It
extends from Decatur almost due east to the
Indiana State line, and has a single track of
standard gauge, with a riglit of way of 100 feet
The rails are of steel, well adapted to the traffic,
and the ballasting is of gravel, earth and cinders.
Tlie bridges (chiefly of wood) are of standard
The amount of
design and well maintained.
capital stock outstanding (1898)
11,998 per mile:

total

is

$1,824,000, or

capitalization (including

stock and all indebtedness) 3,733.983.

The

total

earnings and income iu Illinois, $240,8.50. (History.) The first organization of this road embraced two companies the Indiana & Illinois and
the Illinois & Indiana which were consolidated,
in 18.53, under the name of the Indiana & Illinois
Central Railroad Company. In 1875 the latter
was sold under foreclosure and organized as the

—
—

Decatur & Springfield Railway
Company, at which time the section from Decatur
Montezuma, Ind., was opened. It was completed to Indianapolis in 1880.
In 1882 it was
leased to the Indiana, Bloomington & Western
Railroad Company, and operated to 1885, when
it passed into the hands of a receiver, was sold
under foreclosure in 1887 and reorganized under
Indianapolis,

to

the

of the Indianapolis, Decatur & WestAgain, in 1889, default was made and the

name

ern.

property, after being operated by trustees, was
sold in 1894 to two companies called the Indiana,

&

Western Railway Company (in Indi& Eastern Railway ComThese were consolidated in
July. 1895, under the present name (Indiana,
Decatur & Western Railway Company). In
December, 1895, the entire capital stock was
purchased by the Cincinnati, Hamilton & Dayton
Railway Company, and the line is now operated
Decatur

ana) and the Decatur

pany

(in Illinois)

as a part of that system.

INDIANA, ILLINOIS & IOWA RAILROAD.
This line extends from Streator Junction 1.8
miles south of Streator, on the line of the Streator
Division of the Wabash Railroad, easterly to the
Indiana State Line. The total length of the line
is 151.78 miles, of which 69.61 miles are in Illinois.
Between Streator Junction and Streator,
the line is owned by the Wabash Company, but
this company pays rental for trackage facilities.
About 75 per cent of the ties are of white-oak,
the remainder being of cedar the rails are 56-lb.
;

—

))

)
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steel, and the ballasting is of broken stone, gravel,
sand, cinders and earth. A policy of permanent
improvemehts has been adopted, and is being
carried forward. The principal traffic is the
transportation of freight. The outstanding capi-

tal stock

(June

was

30, 1898)

bonded

§3,597,800;

§1,800,000; total capitalization, §5,517,739;

debt,

total earnings

and income

in Illinois for 1898,

§413,967; total expenditures in the State, §303,-

This road was chartered Dec.

(History.)

344.

and organized by the consolidation of
three roads of the same name (Indiana, Illinois &
Iowa, respectively), opened to Momence, 111., in
27, 1881,

1883,

and through

entire length, Sept.

its

15, 1883.

INDIANA & ILLINOIS CENTRAL RAILROAD. (See Indiana, Decatur & Western Railway.)

INDIANA & ILLINOIS RAILROAD.
Indiana, Decatur

d;

(See

Western Railway.)

INDIANA & ILLINOIS SOUTHERN RAILROAD. (See St. Louis, Indianapolis & Eastern
Railroad.

INDIANAPOLIS, BLOOMINtiTON & WEST-

ERN RAILROAD.
road; also Peoria

&

(See

Illiiiois

Central Rail-

Eastern Railroad.)

INDIANAPOLIS,

FIELD RAILROAD.

DECATUR

&

SPRING-

(See Indiana, Decatur

&

Western Railway.)

INDIANAPOLIS, DECATUR &

RAILWAY.

(See Indiana, Decatur

WESTERN
& Western

Railway.

INDIANAPOLIS & ST. LOUIS RAILWAY.

&
HOME

Terre Haute Railroad.
(See St. Louis, Alton
FOR THE BLIND, a
INDUSTRIAL
State Institution designed to furnish the means
of employment to dependent blind persons of
both sexes, established under authority of an act
of the liegislature passed at the session of 1893.
The institution is located at Douglas Park Boule-

vard and West Nineteenth Street, in the city of
Chicago. It includes a four-story factory with
steam-plant attached, besides a four-story building for residence purposes. It was opened in
1894, and, in December, 1897, had 63 inmates, of
whom 12 were females. The Fortieth General
Assembly appropriated §13,900 for repairs, appliances, library, etc., and §8,000 per annum for
ordinary expenses

INGERSOLL, Ebon C, Congressman, was born
in Oneida County, N. Y., Dec. 12, 1831.

remove was

to Paducah,

pleted his education.

He

His

first

Ky., where he comstudied law and was

admitted to the bar; removing this time to IlliIn
nois and settling in Gallatin County, in 1843.
1856 he was elected to represent Gallatin County

in the lower house of the General

Assembly in
;

was the Republican candidate

for Congress
but defeated by J. C.
Allen; and, in 1804, was chosen to fill the unexpired term of Owen Lovejoy, deceased, as Representative in the Thirty -eighth Congress. He was

1862

for the State-at-large,

to

re-elected

the

4,

1871.

Ingersoll,

him

Fortieth and
term expiring, March

Thirty-ninth,

Forty-first Congresses, his

He was

a brother of Col. Robert G.

and was,

for

some

in the practice of

Died, in Washington,

years, associated with
law at Peoria, his home.

May

31, 1879.

INGERSOLL, Robert Green, lawyer and

sol-

was born at Dresden, Oneida County, N. Y.,
August 11, 1833. His father, a Congregational
dier,

clergyman of pronounced liberal tendencies,
removed to the West in 1843, and Robert's hoyhood was spent in Wisconsin and Illinois. After
being admitted to the bar, he opened an office at
Shawneetown, in partnership with his brother
Ebon, afterwards a Congressman from Illinois.
In 1857 they removed to Peoria, and, in 1860,
Robert G. was an unsuccessful Democratic candidate for Congress. In 1862 he was commissioned Colonel of the Eleventh Illinois Cavalry,
which had been mustered in in December, 1861,
and, in 1864, identified himself with the Republican party.
In February, 1867, he was appointed
by Governor Oglesby the first Attorney-General
of the State under the new law enacted that year.
As a lawyer and orator he won great distinction.
He nominated James G. Blaine for the Presidency
in the Republican Convention of 1876, at Cincinnati, in a speech that attracted wide attention by
its eloquence.
Other oratorical efforts which
added greatly to his fame include "The Dream of
the Union Soldier," delivered at a Soldiers'
Reunion at Indianapolis, his eulogy at his brother
Ebon's grave, and his memorial address on occasion of the death of Roscoe Conkling.
For some
twenty years he was the most popular stump
orator in the West, and his services in political
campaigns were in constant request throughout

To the country at large, in his later
he was known as an uncompromising
assailant of revealed religion, by both voice and
Among his best-known publications are
pen.
"The Gods" (Washington, 1878); "Ghosts"
"Mistakes of Moses" (1879); "Prose
(1879);
Poems and Selections" (1884) "The Brain and
the Bible" (Cincinnati, 1882). Colonel Ingersoll's
home for some twenty years, in the later part of
Died,
his life, was in the city of New York.
suddenly, from heart disease, at his summer
home at Dobb's Ferry, Long Island, July 31, 1899.

the Union.
years,

;
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IX(iLIS, Samuel M., Superintendent of rublic
Instruction,

lK)ru at

Marietta, Pa.,

183S; received his early education in
in 185G,

came

August 15,
Ohio and,

to Illinois, graduating with tu-st

honors from the Jlendota Collegiate Institute in
1861.
The following year he enlisted iu the One
Hundred and Fourth Illinois Infantry, but, having been discharged for disability, his place was
filled by a brother, who was killed at KnoxviUe,
Tenn. In 186.5 he took charge of an Academy at
Hillsboro, meanwhile studying law with the late
Judge E. Y. Rice; in 1868 he assumed the superintendency of the public schools at Greenville,
Bond County, remaining until 1883, when he
became Professor of Mathematics in the Southern
Normal University at Carbondale, being transferred, three years later, to the chair of Literature,
Rhetoric and Elocution. In 1894 he was nominated as the Republican candidate for State
Superintendent of Public Instruction, receiving
a plurality at the November election of 123, .^QS
Died, sudvotes over his Democratic opponent.
denlv, at Kenosha. Wis., June 1, 1898.
POLICY,
a
I\TERNAL IMPROVEMENT
name given to a scheme or plan of internal imGeneral
Assemprovement adopted by the Tenth
bly (1837), in compliance with a general wish of
the people voiced at many public gatherings. It
contemplated the construction of an extensive
system of public works, chiefly in lines of railroad which were not demanded by the commerce
or business of the State at the time, but wliieh, it
was believed, would induce immigration and
materially aid iu the development of the State's
latent resources. The plan adopted provided for
the construction of such works by tlie State, and
contemplated State ownership and management
of all the lines of traffic thus constructed. The
bill passed the Legislature in February, 1837,
but was disapproved by the Executive and the
Council of Revision, on the ground that such
enterprises might be more successfully undertaken and conducted by individuals or private
corporations. It was, however, subsequently
passed over the veto and became a law, the disastrous effects of whose enactment were felt for
many years. The total amount appropriated by
the act was §10,200,000, of which §400,000 was

devoted to the improvement of waterways; §250,000 to the improvement of the "Great Western
Mail Route"; §9,3.50,000 to the construction of
railroads, and §200,000 was given outright to
counties not favored by the location of railroads
In
or otlier improvements within their borders.
addition, the sale of §1,000,000 worth of canal

•i'.i7

lands and the issuance of §500,000 in canal bonila
were authorized, the proceeds to bo used in the
construction of the Illinois & Michigan Canal,

amount

to be expended in 1838.
Routes were surveyed and
contracts for construction let, and an era of reckLarge sums were rapidly
less speculation began.
expended and nearly §0,500.000 quickly added to
the State debt. The system was soon demon-

§.500,000 of this

Work began

at once.

strated to be a failure

and was abandoned

for

lack of funds, some of the "improvements"
already made being sold to private parties at a
heavy loss. This sclieme furnished tlie basis of

the State debt under which

Illint)is

many years, and which,

maxinmm, reached

at its

labored for

nearly §17,000,000.
(See Macallinter A- Stebbins
Bonds; State Debt: Tenth General Assembly;

Eleventh General Assembly.)

INUNDATIONS, REMARKABLE. The most
remarkable freshets (or floods) in Illinois history
have been those occurring in the Mississippi
River though, of course, the smaller tributaries
of that stream have been subject to similar conditions.
Probably the best account of early
floods has been furnislied by Gov. John Reynolds
in his "Pioneer History of Illinois,"
he having
been a witness of a number of them. The first
of which any historical record has been preserved, occurred in 1770.
At that time the only
white settlements within the present limits of
the State were in the American Bottom in the
vicinity of Kaskaskia, and there the most serious
Governor Reynolds says
results were produced.
the flood of that year (1770) made considerable
encroachments on the east bank of the river
adjacent to Fort Chartres, which had originally
been erected by the French in 1718 at a distance
;

—

of a mile from the main
The stream continued to advance in
when the whole bottom
was again inundated, and the west wall of the
of

three-quarters

channel.

this direction until 1772,

fort,

having been undermined,

fell into

the river.

The next extraordinary freshet was in 1784, when
the American Bottom was again submergetl and
the residents of Kaskaskia and the neighboring
were forced to seek a refuge on the bluffs
the people of Cahokia being driven to
then a small French village on Spanish
soil.
The most remarkable flood of the present
century occurred in May and June, 1844, as the
result of extraordinary rains preceded by heavy
winter snows in the Rocky Mountains and rapid
spring thaws. At this time the American Bottom, opposite St. Louis, was inundated from bluff
to bluff, and large steamers passed over the suIjvillages

—some of

St. Louis,
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merged lands, gathering up cattle and other kinds
of property and rescuing the imperiled owners.

Some

of the villages affected by this flood— as

—

Cahokia, Prairie du Rocher and Kaskaskia have
never fully recovered from the disaster. Another
considerable flood occurred in 1826, but it was
A notable
inferior to those of 1784 and 1844.
flood occurred in 1851, when the Mississippi,
though not so high opposite St. Louis as in 1844,
is said to have been several feet higher at Quincy
than in the previous year the difference being
due to the fact that the larger portion of the
flood of 1844 came from the Missouri River, its
effects being most noticeable below the mouth of
that stream. Again, in 1868, a flood did considerable damage on the Upper Mississippi, reaching the highest point since 1851. Floods of a more
or less serious character also occurred in 1876,
1880 and again in 1893. Although not so high as
some of those previously named, the loss was proportionately greater owing to the larger area of
improved lands. The flood of 1893 did a great
deal of damage at East St. Louis to buildings and
railroads, and in the destruction of other classes
Floods in the Ohio River have been
of property.
frequent and very disastrous, especially in the
upper portions of that stream usually resulting
from sudden thaws and ice-gorges in the early
With one excej)tion, the highest flood in
spring.
the Ohio, during the present century, was' that of
February, 1833, when the water at Cincinnati
reached an altitude of sixty-four feet three
inches.
The recorded altitudes of others of more
recent occurrence have been as follows: Dec.
sixty -three
feet
seven inches;
17,
1847

—

—

—

—

1862— fifty -seven

feet four

inches;

1882— fifty-

The highest point
feet seven inches.
reached at New Albany, Ind., in 1883, was
seventy-three feet or four feet higher than the
flood of 1832.
The greatest altitude reached in
eight

—

was in 1884— the recorded height being three-quarters of an inch in
excess of seventy -one feet. Owing to the smaller
area of cultivated lands and other improvements
in the Ohio River bottoms within the State of
Illinois, the loss has been comparatively smaller
than on the Mississippi, although Cairo has suffered from both streams.
The most serious disasters in Illinois territory from overflow of the
Ohio, occurred in connection with the flood of
1883, at Shawneetown, when, out of six hundred
houses, all but twenty -eight were flooded to the
second story and water ran to a depth of fifteen
feet in the main street.
A levee, which had been
constructed for the protection of the city at great
historic times, at Cincinnati,

expense, was almost entirely destroyed, and an
appropriation of $60,000 was made by the LegisOn April
lature to indemnify the corporation.
3, 1898, the Ohio River broke through the levee
at

Shawneetown, inundating the whole city and

causing the

loss

of

twenty-five

lives.

Much

was caused among the people driven
from their homes and deprived of the means of
subsistence, and it was found necessary to send
them tents from Springfield and supplies of food
by the State Government and by private contributions from the various cities of the State. The
inundation continued for some tvs-o or three
weeks. Some destructive floods have occurred
in the Chicago River the mast remarkable, since

suffering

—

—

the settlement of the city of Chicago, being that
of March 12, 1849.
This was the result of an icegorge in the Des Plaines River, turning the
waters of that stream across "the divide" into
Mud Lake, and thence, by way of the South
Branch, into the Chicago River. The accumulation of waters in the latter broke up the ice,
which, forming into packs and gorges, deluged
the region between the two rivers. When the
superabundant mass of waters and ice in the Chicago River began to flow towards the lake, it bore
before it not only the accumulated pack-ice, but
the vessels which had been tied up at the wliarves
and other points along the banks for the winter.
A contemporaneous history of the event says that
there were scattered along the stream at the time,
four steamers, six propellers, two sloops, twentyfour brigs and fifty-seven canal boats. Those in
the upper part of the stream, being hemmed in
by surrounding ice, soon became a part of the
moving mass chains and hawsers were snapped
as if they had been whip-cord, and the whole
borne lakeward in indescribable confusion. The
bridges at Madison, Randolph and Wells Streets
gave way in succession before the immense
mass, adding, as it moved along, to the general
wreck by falling spars, crushed keels and crashing
bridge timbers.
"Opposite Kinzie wharf," says
the record, "tlie river was choked with sailingcraft of every description, piled together in inextricable confusion."
While those vessels near
the mouth of tlie river escaped into the lake with
comparatively little damage, a large number of
those higher up the stream were caught in the
gorge and either badly injured or totally wrecked.
The loss to the city, from the destruction of
bridges, was estimated at $20,000, and to vessels at
;

§88,000— a large sum for that time. The wreck
of bridges compelled a return to the primitive
system of ferries or extemporized bridges made
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coinniunicatiou
between the several divisions of the city a condition of affairs which lasted for several months.
boats,

to furnisli mp.in.s

of

—

— Floods

about the same time did considerable

damage on the Illinois, Fox and Rock Rivers,
their waters being higher than in 1.S38 or 183.S,
whii'h were

memorable

terior streams.

On

flood years on these inthe former, the village of

Peru was partially destroyed, while the bridges
on Rock River were all swept away. A flood in
the Illinois River, in the spring of 185,5, resulted in
serious damage to bridges and other property in
the vicinity of Ottawa, and there were extensive
inundations of the bottom lands along that
stream in 18.59 and subsequent years. In February, 1857, a second flood in the Chicago River,
similar to that of 1849, caused considerable damage, but was less destructive than that of the
earlier date, as the bridges were more substantially constructed.
One of the most extensive
floods, in recent times, occurred in the Jlississippi
River during the latter [lart of the month of
Api'il and early in May, 189T.
The value of property destroyed on the lower Mississippi was
estimated at many millions of dollars, and many
lives were lost.
At Warsaw, 111., the water
reached a height of nineteen feet four inches
above low-water mark on April 24, antl, at Quincy,
nearly nineteen feet on the 28th, while the river,
at points between these two cities, was from ten
to fifteen miles wide.
Some 25,000 acres of farming lands between Quincy and Warsaw were
flooded and the growing crops destroyed.
At
Alton the height reached bj' the water was
twenty-two feet, but in consequence of the
strength of the levees protecting the American
Bottom, the farmers in th.'it region suffered less
than on some previous years.
IPAVA, a town in Fulton County, on one of
the branches of the Chicago. Burlington & Quincy
Railroad, 10 miles west-southwest of Lewistown,
and some 44 miles north of Jacksonville. The

—

—

county abounds
as agriculture,

and coal-mining, as well
a leading indu.stry in the sur-

in coal,
is

rounding country.
Other industries are flour
manufacture and the manufacture of woolen
goods.
A bank, three churches and a weekly
newspaper are also located here.
Population
(1880), 675: (1890), 667.

IROX MANUFACTURES. The manufacture
of iron, both pig and castings, direct from the
furnace, has steadily increased in this State.
In
1880, Illinois ranked seventh in the list of .States

producing manufactured iron, while, in 1890, it
had risen to fourth place, Pennsylvania (which

produces nearly

fifty

29-j

per cent of the total product

of the country) retaining the lead, with Ohio and
Alabama following. In 1890 Illinois had fifteen

complete furnace stacks (as against ten in 1880),
turning out 674,506 tons, or seven per cent of the
entire output. Since then four additional furnaces have been completed, but no figures are at
hand to show the increase in production. During
the decade between 1880 and 1890, the percentage
of increase in output was 616. .53.
The fuel used
is chiefly the native bituminous coal, which is

abundant and cheap.

Of this, 674,506 tons were
used; of anthracite coal, only 38,618 tons. Of
the total output of pig-iron in the State, during
1890, 616,6.59 tons were of Bessemer.
Charcoal
pig is not made in Illinois.

IRON MOUNTAIN, CHESTER & EASTERN
RAILROAD. (See Wabush. Chester A Wcsirni
Rnih-oiul.)

IROQUOIS COUNTY, a large county on the
eastern border of the State; area, 1,120 square
miles; population (1890), 35,167. In 1.8,30 two
pioneer settlements mere made almost simultaneously,
one at Bunkum (now Concord) and the
other at Milford. Among those taking up homes
at the former were Gurdon S. Hubbard, Benjamin Fry, and Messrs. Cartwright, Thomas, Newcomb, and Miller. At Milford located Robert
Hill, Samuel Rush, Messrs. Miles, Pickell and
Parker, besides the Cox, Moore and Stanley
families.
Iroquois County was set oflf from Vermilion and organized in 1833. named from the
Iroquois Indians, or Iroquois River, which flows

—

—

The Kickapoos and Pottawatomies
did not remove west of tlie Mississippi until
1836-37, but were always friendly.
The seat of
government was first located at Montgomery,
whence it was removed to Middleport, and finally
to Watseka.
The county is well timbered and
through

it.

soil underlaid V)y both coal and building
Clay suitable for brick making and the
manufacture of crockery is al.so found. The
Iroquois River and the Sugar, Spring and Beaver
Creeks thoroughly drain the county. An abundance of pure, cold water maj' be found anywhere
by boring to the depth of from thirty to eighty
feet, a fact which encourages grazing and the
manufacture of dairy products. The soil is rich,
and well adapted to fruit growing. The principal towns are Oilman (population 1,112), Watseka (2,017). and Milford (9.57).
IROQUOIS RIVER, (sometimes called Pickaminki, rises in Western Indiana and runs
westward to Watseka, 111. thence it flows northward through Iroipiois and part of Kankakee

the

stone.

:

—
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Kankakee River some five
miles southeast of Kankakee. It is nearly 120
miles long.
IRVIJitJ, a village in Montgomery County, on
the line of the Indianapolis & St. Louis Railroad,
54 miles east-northeast of Alton, and seventeen
miles east by north of Litchfield. It has five
churches, flouring and saw mills, and a weekly
Counties, entering the

Population (1880), 559; (1890), 630.
S., lawyer, was born at
Bennington, Vt., Jan. 15, 1836; educated at
Lawrence Academy and Williams College, Mass.,
taking his degree at the latter in 1857; was
admitted to the bar at Rutland, Vt., in 1858,
coming to Chicago the same year. Mr. Isham
was a Representative in the Twenty-fourth
General Assembly (1864-66) and, in 1881, his
name was prominently considered for a position
on the Supreme bench of the United States. He
is the senior member of the firm of Isham, Lincoln & Beale, wliich has had the management of
some of the most important cases coming before
the Chicago courts.

newspaper.

ISHAM, Edward

JACKSOIV, Huntington Wolcott, lawyer, born
in Newark, N. J., Jan. 38, 1841, being descended
on the maternal side from Oliver Wolcott, one of
the signers of the Declaration of Independence;
received his education at Phillips Academy,
Andover, Mass., and at Princeton College, leaving the latter at the close of his junior year to
enter the army, and taking part in the battles of
Fredericksburg, Cliancellorsville and Gettysburg,
a part of the time being on the staff of Maj.-Gen.

John Newton, and, later, with Sherman from
Chattanooga to Atlanta, finally receiving the
rank of Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel for gallant and
meritorious service. Returning to civil life in
1805, he entered Harvard Law School for one
term, then spent a year in Europe, on his return
resuming his legal studies at Newark, N. J.
came to Chicago in 1867. and the following year
was admitted to the bar has served as Supervisor
of South Chicago, as President of the Chicago
Bar Association, and (by appointment of the
Comptroller of the Currency) as receiver and
;

;

attorney of the Third National Bank of Chicago.
Under tlie will of the late John Crerar he became
one of the executors of his estate and one of the
Trustees of the Crerar Library.
JACKSON COUXTT, organized in 1816, and
named in honor of Andrew Jackson area, 580
square miles; population (1890), 27,809. It lies
in the southwest portion of the State, the Mississippi
River forming its principal western
;

boundary. The bottom lands along tlie river are
wonderfully fertile, but liable to overflovi'. It is
crossed by a range of hills regarded as a branch

Ozark range. Toward the east the
warm, and well adapted to fruit-growing.

of the

soil is

One

of the richest beds of bituminous coal in the State

crops out at various points, varjiiig in depth from

a few inches to four or five hundred feet below the
surface.
Valuable timber and good building
stone are found and there are numerous saline
springs.
Wheat, tobacco and fruit are principal
crops.
Early pioneers, with the date of their
arrival,

were as follows:

Joseph

Duncan (afterwards

1814,

W. Boon; 1815,
Governor)
1817,
;

Oliver Cross, Mrs. William Kimmel, S. Lewis, E.
Harrold, George Butcher and W. Eakin; 1818,

Mark Bradley, James Hughes and
John Barron. Brownsville was the first countyand an important town, but owing to a disastrous fire in 1843, the government was removed
to Murphysboro, where Dr. Logan (father of Gen.
John A. Logan) donated a tract of land for
county-buildings. John A. Logan was born here.
Tlie principal towns (with tlieir respective population, as shown by the United States Census of
the Bysleys,

seat

Murphysboro,

1890),

were:

2,382;

and Grand Tower,

3,880;

Carbondale,

634.

JACKSONVILLE,

the county-seat of Morgan
County, and an important railroad center population (1890) about 13,000.
The town was laid
out in 1835, and named in honor of Gen. Andrew
Jackson. The first court house was erected in
1826, and among early lawyers were Josiah Lamborn, John J. Hardin, Stephen A. Douglas, and
later Richard Yates, afterwards the "War Governor" of Illinois. It is the seat of several important State institutions, notably the Central
Hospital for the Insane, and Institutions for the
Education of the Deaf and Dumb and the Blind
besides private educational institutions, including
;

Illinois College, Illinois

Conference Female Col-

lege (Methodist), Jacksonville

Female Academy,

a Business College and others. The city has
several banks, a large woolen mill, carriage factories, brick yards, planing mills, and two nevi-spaper establisliments, each publishing daily and
weekly editions. It justly ranks as one of the

most attractive and interesting cities of the State,
noted for the hospitality and intelligence of its
Although immigrants from Kentucky
citizens.
and other Southern States predominated in its
early settlement, the location there of

Illinois

College and the Jacksonville Female Academy,

about

1830,

England

brought to

birth,

so

it

tliat

many
it

settlers of

early

came

New

to

be

INSTITUTION I'OK

Till-;

DI-.A!'

AND

DL'.MIi,

JACKS" )N VILLI

Main Building and

Girls' Cottage.

INSTITUTION FOR THE BLIND, JACKSONVILLE
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regarded as more distinctively New England in
the character of its population than any otlicr
town in Southern Illinois.
JACKSONVILLE FEMALE ACADEMY, an
institution for the education of young ladies, at
Jacksonville, the oldest of its class in the State.
The initial steps for its organization were taken
in 1830, the year after the establishment of Illinois
It may be said to liave been an otTshoot
College.
of the latter, these two constituting the originals
of that remarkable group of educational and
State Institutions which now exist in that city.
Instruction began to be given in the Academy in
May, 1833, under the principalship of Miss Sarah
C. Crocker, and, in ISS.'i, it was formally incorpo-
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&

Nashville Riiilroad, connection was
obtained between Driver's and Mount Vernon.
The same year (1887) the Jacksonville Southeastville

ern obtained control of the Litchfield, CarroUton

& Western Railroad, from I.,itchfield to Columbiana on the Illinois River, and the Chicago, Peoria
& St. Louis, embracing lines from Peoria to St.
Louis, via Springfield and Jackscmville. The
Jacksonville So\itheastern was reorganized in 1890
under the name of the Jacksonville, Louisville
& St. Louis Railway, and, in 1893, was placed in
the hands of a receiver. The Chicago, Peoria &
St. Louis Divisions were subsequently separated
from the Jacksonville line and placed in charge
Foreclosure proceedings

of a separate receiver.

rated by act of the Legislature, being the first
educational institution to receive a charter from

began in 1894 and. during 1896, the road was sold
under foreclosure and reorganized under its pres-

that body; though Illinois, McKeudree and
ShurtlefF Colleges were ini'orporated at a later
Among its founders
period of the same session.
appear the names of Gov. Joseph Duncan, Judge
Samuel D. Lockwood. Rev. Julian M. Sturtevant
(for fifty years the President or a Professor of Illinois College), John P. Wilkinson, Rev. John M.

ent

and Dr. Ero Chandler, all
of whom, except the last, were prominently
Ellis,

David

identified

B. Aj^ers

with the early history of

Illinois Col-

The list of the alumnw embraces over five
hundred names. The Illinois Conservatory of
Music (founded in 1871) and a School of Fine Arts
are attached to the Academy, all being under the
management of Prof. E. F. Bullard, A.M.
lege.

JACKSOXVILLE, LOUISVILLE & ST. LOUIS
RAILWAY. (See Jacksdin-ilh' d- St. Louis Railway. )

JACKSOXVILLE,

NORTHWESTERN

A.

SOUTHEASTERN RAILROAD.

(See JacksonLouis Rnilway.)
JACKSONVILLE & ST. LOUIS RAILWAY.
Originally chartered as the Illinois Farmers' Railfrom Jacksonville to
road, and constructed
Waverly in 1870 later changed to the Jacksonville,
Northwestern & Southeastern and track extended
to Virden (31 miles): in 1879 passed into the
hands of a new company under the title of the
Jacksonville Southeastern, and was extended as
follows: to Litchfield (1H80), 23 miles; to Smithville

& St.

;

boro (1882), 29 miles; to Centralia (1883), 29 miles
In 1887 a section between
112 miles.
Centralia and Driver's (Ifi'i miles) was constructed by the Jacksonville Southeastern, and
operated under lease by the successor to that
line, but, in 1803, was separated from it under
the name of the Louisville & St. Louis Railway.
By the use of five miles of trackage on the Louis-

—total,

title.

road of

(See Chicago, Penria d- St. Louis RailIllinois.)

Jacksonville

was

&

The

capital

stock

of

the

Louis Railway (June 30, 1897)
funded debt, §2,300,000— total,

St.

§1,.'500, 000;

§3,800,000.

JAMES, Colin D., clergyman, was bom in Randolph County, now in West Virginia, Jan. 15,
1808; died at Bonita, Kan., Jan. 30, 1888.
He was
the son of Rev. Dr. William B. James, a pioneer
preacher in the Ohio Valley, who removed to
Ohio in

County in

1812, settling first in Jefl'erson

that State, and later (1814) at Mansfield. Subsequently the family took up its residence at Helt's
Prairie in Vigo (now Vermilion) County, Ind.
Before 1830 Colin D. James came to Illinois, and,
in 1834, became a minister of the Methodist Episcopal Church, remaining in active ministerial
work until 1871, after which he accepted a superannuated relation. During his connection with
the churcli in Illinois he .served as station preacher
or Presiding Elder at the following points
Rock
Island (1834); Platteville (1836); Apple River
:

(1838, '42

(1837); Paris

and

'43);

Eugene

(1839);

Georgetown (1840); Shelbyville (1841); Grafton
1844 and '4.')) Sparta District (184.')-47) Lebanon
District (1848-49) Alton District (1850); Bloomington District (1851-52) and later at Jackson(

;

;

;

;

Winchester, Greenfield, Island Grove,
Oldtown, Heyworth, Normal, Atlanta, McLean
and Shirley. During 1861-62 he acted as agent
for the Illinois Female College at Jacksonville,
and. in 1871, for the erection of a Methodist church at Normal.
He was twice married.
His first wife (Eliza A. Plasters of Livingston) died in 1849.
The following year he married Amanda K. Casad, daughter of Dr. Anthony
W. Casad. He removed from Normal to Evanston in 1876, and from the latter place to
ville.
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Kansas

Edmund

in

Of

1879.

his

children,

surviving

Professor in the University
N. is in charge of the mag-

J. is (1898)

of Chicago;

John

netic laboratory

the

in

at Washington, D. C.
in the State

Normal

;

National Observatory
B. is Professor

Benjamin

Scliool at St. Cloud, Minn.,

F. is instructor in the Cambridge
Preparatory School of Chicago.
JAMES, Edmund Janes, was born. May 31,
1855, at Jacksonville, Morgan County, 111., the
fourth son of Rev. Colin Dew James of the Illinois Conference, grandson on his mother's side

and George

Dr. Anthony Wayne Casad and greatgrandson of Samuel Stites (all of whose sketches
appear elsewhere in this volume) was educated

of Rev.

;

Department of the Illinois State
Normal School at Bloomington (Normal), from
which he graduated in June, 1873, and entered

in the IModel

the Northwestern University, at Evanstou, 111.,
On Slay 1, 1874,
in November of the same year.
he was appointed Recorder on the United States
Lake Survey, where he continued during one
season engaged in work on the lower part of Lake
Ontario and the upper St. Lawrence. He entered

Harvard College, Nov. 2, 1874, but went to
Europe in August, 1875, entering the University
Oct. 16, 1875, where he graduated,
August 4, 1877, with the degrees of A.M. and
Ph.D. On his return to the United States he vt-as

of Halle,

High School in
Evanston, 111., Jan. 1, 1878, but resigned in June,
1879, to accept a position in the Illinois State
Normal School at Bloomington as Professor of
Latin and Greek, and Principal of the High
School Department in connection with the Model
Resigning this position at Christmas
School.
time, 1883, he went to Europe for study accepted
a position in the University of Pennsylvania as
Professor of Public Administration, in September, 1883, where he remained for over thirteen
While here he was, for a time. Secretary
years.
of the Graduate Faculty and organized the inHe was also
struction in this Department.
Director of the Wharton School of Finance and
Economy, tlie first attempt to organize a college
course in the field of commerce and industry.
During tliis time he officiated as editor of "The
Political Economy and Public Law Series" issued
by the University of Pennsylvania. Resigning
his position in the Universitj' of Pennsylvania on
Feb. 1, 1896, he accepted that of Professor of Public Administration and Director of the University
Extension Division in the University of Cliicago,
where he lias since continued. Profes.sor James
has been identified with the progress of economic
elected Principal of the Public

;

United States since the early
of the organizers and one
Vice-Presidents of the American
Economic Association.
On Dec. 14, 1889, he
founded the American Academy of Political and
Social Science with headquarters at Philadelphia,
became its first President, and has continued such
to the present time. He was also, for some years,
studies

the

the

in

He was one

eighties.

of

first

its publications.
The Academy has
the largest Association in the world
devoted to the cultivation of economic and social
subjects.
He was one of the originators of, and
one of the most frequent contributors to, "Lalor"s
Cyclopedia of Political Science"; was also the
pioneer in the movement to introduce into the
United States the scheme of public instruction
known as University Extension; was the first
President of the American Society for the Extension of University Teaching, under whose auspices
the first effective extension work was done in this
country, and has been Director of the Extension
Division in the University of Chicago since February, 1896.
He has been especially identified with
the development of higher commercial education
in the United States.
From his position as
Director of the Wharton School of Finance and
Economy he has atfected the course of instruction in this Department in a most marked way.
He was invited by the American Bankers'
Association, in the year 1893, to make a careful
study of the subject of Commercial Education in
Europe, and his report to this association on the
Education of Business Men in Europe, republished
by the University of Chicago in the year 1898,
has become a standard authority on this subject.
Giving largely to his efforts, departments similar
to the Wharton School of Finance and Economy
have been established under the title of College
of Commerce, College of Commerce and Politics,
and Collegiate Course in Commerce, in the Universities of California and Chicago, and Columbia
University. He has been identified with the
progress of college education in general, especially in its relation to secondary and elementary
education, and was one of the early advocates of
the establishment of departments of education in
our colleges and universities, the policy of which
is now adopted by nearly all the leading institutions.
He was, for a time. State Examiner of
High Schools in Illinois, and was founder of "The
Illinois School Journal," long one of tlie most
influential educational periodicals in the State,
now changed in name to "School and Home."
He has been especially active in the establishment of public kindergartens in different cities.

editor of

now become
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and has been repeatedly

offered the headship of

important institutions, among them being the
University of Iowa, tlie University of Illinois,
tlie University of Cincinnati.
He has served
as Vice-President of ^he National Municiijal
League; of the American Association for the
Advancement of Science, and the American
Economic Association, and of the Board of Trustees of the Illinois State Historical Library is a
member of the American Philosophical Society,
of the Pennsylvania Historical Society, of tlie
National Council of Education, and of the British
Association for the Advancement of Science. He
was a member of the Committee of Thirteen of
the National Teachers' Association on college
entrance requirements; is a member of various
patriotic and historical societies, including the
Sons of the American Revolution, the Society of
the Colonial Wars, the Holland and the Huguenot
He is the author of more than one hunSociety.
dred papers and monographs on various economic,
educational, legal and administrative subjects.
Professor James was married, August 22, 1879, to
Anna Margareth Lange, of Halle, Prussia,
daughter of the Rev. Wilhelm Roderitdi Lange,
and granddaughter of the famous Professor Gerlach of the LTniversity of Halle.
JAMESON, John Alexander, lawyer and jurist, was born at Irasburgh, Vt., Jan. 25, 1824;
graduated from the University of Vermont in
1846.
After several years spent in teaching, he
began the study of law, and graduated from the
Dane Law School (of Harvard College) in 1853.
Coming west the same year he located at Free-

and

;

but removed to Chicago in 1856. In
elected to the bench of the Superior
Court of Chicago, remaining in office until 1883.
During a portion of this period he acted as lecport,

111.,

1865 he

was

Union College of Law at Chicago,
and as editor of "The American Law Register."
His literary labors were unceasing, his most
turer in the

notable

work being

entitled "Constitutional Con-

ventions; their History,

Proceeding."

He

was

Power and Modes of
also

a fine

classical

and reading German, French,
Spanish and Italian, and was deeply interested
Died, sudin charitable and reformatory work.
denly, in Chicago, June 16, 1890.
JARROT, Nicholas, early French settler of St.
Clair County, was born in France, received a
liberal education and, on account of the disturbed
scholar, .speaking
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became a permanent settler tln-re. He
came a Major of militia and engaged

early be-

in trade
with the Indians, frequently visiting Prairie du
Chien, St. Anthony's Falls (now Minneapolis) and
the Illinois River in his trading e.xpeditions, and,

on one or two occasions, incurring great risk of
life from hostile savages.
He acquired a large
property,

especially in

lands,

built

mills

and

erected one of the earliest and finest brick houses
in that part of the country.
He also served as
Justice of the Peace and Judge of the County

Court of St. Clair County. Died, in 1823.— Vital
(Jarrot), son of the preceding, inherited a large
landed fortune from his father, and was an
enterprising and public spirited citizen of St.
Clair County during the last generation.
He
served as Representative from St. Clair County
in the Eleventh, Twentieth, Twenty-first and

Twenty-second General Assemblies, in the first
being an associate of Abraham' Lincoln and
always his firm friend and admirer. At the
organization of the Twenty-second General
Assembly (1857), he received the support of the
Republican members for Speaker of the House in
opposition

to

Col.

W.

R.

who was

Morrison,

He sacrificed a large share of his property in a public-spirited effort to build up a
rolling mill at East St. Louis, being reduced
thereby from affluence to poverty. President
elected.

Lincoln appointed him an Indian Agent, which
took him to the Black Hills region, where he
died, some years after, from toil and exposvire, at
the age of 73 years.

JASPER COUNTY,

in

the

eastern

part

of

Southern Illinois, having an area of 506 square
miles, and a population (in 1890) of 18,188. It was
organized in 1831 and named for Sergeant Jasper
of Revolutionary fame. The county was placed under township organization in 1860. The first Board
of County Commissioners consisted of B. Reynolds, W. Richards and George Mattingley.
The
Embarras River crosses the county. The general
surface is level, although gently undulating in
some portions. JIanufacturing is carried on in a
small way; but the people are principally interested in agriculture, the chief products consisting
of wheat, potatoes, sorghum, fruit and tobacco.
Wool-growing is an important industry. Newton
is the county-seat, with a population (in 1890) of
1,428.

condition there in the latter part of the last cenAfter
tury, left his native country about 1790.

JATNE, (Dr.) (Jershom, early physician, was
born in Orange County, N. Y., October, 1791 served
as Surgeon in the War of 1812, and came to Illinois

spending some time at Baltimore and New
Orleans, he arrived at Cahokia, 111., in 1794, and

in 1819, settling in Springfield in 1821 was one
of the Commissioners appointed to construct the

;

;
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State Penitentiary (1837), and one of the first
Commissioners of the Illinois & Michigan Canal.
His oldest daughter (Julia Jlaria) became the

first

Dr. Jayne died at
wife of Senator Trumbull.
Springfield, in 1867.— Dr. William (Jayne), son of
the preceding, was born in Springfield, III., Oct. 8,
1826; educated by private tutors and at Illinois
College, being a member of the class of 1847, later
receiving the degree of A.M. He was one of the
founders of the Phi Alpha Society while in that
institution graduated from the Medical Department of Missouri State University; in 1860 was
elected State Senator for Sangamon County, and,
the following year, was appointed by President
Lincoln Governor of the Territory of Dakota,
later serving as Delegate in Congress from that
In 1869 he was appointed Pension
Territory.
Agent for Illinois, also served for four terms as
;

Mayor

of his native city,

and

is

now

Vice-Presi-

dent of the First National Bank, Springfield.
JEFFERSON COUNTY, a south-central county,
in
ofif from Edwards and White Counties,
when it was separately organized, being
named in honor of Thomas Jefferson. Its area is

cut

1819,

580 square miles, and its population (1890), 32,590.
The Big Muddy River, with one or two tributaries, flows tlirough the county in a southerly direcAlong the banks of streams a variety of
tion.

hardwood timber

is

found.

The

railroad facilities

The surface is level and the
Cereals and fruit are easily produced.
A fine bed of limestone (seven to fifteen feet
It has
thick) crosses the middle of the county.
been quarried and found well adapted to building

chanical department, in May, 1877, became General
Superintendent of the Road, and, in 1885, General
Manager of the entire line. In 1889 he withdrew
from the Illinois Central and, for several years
past, has been President-and General Manager of
the Denver & Rio Grande Railway, with headquarters at Denver, Colo. Mr. Jeffery's career as
a railway man has been one of the most conspicuous and successful in the history of American
railroads

JENKINS, Alexander M., Lieutenant-Governor
came to Illinois in his youth and located

(1834-36),

in Jackson County, being for a time a resident of
tlie first county-seat of Jackson
County, where he was engaged in trade. Later
he studied law and became eminent in his profession in Southern Illinois.
In 1830 Mr. Jenkins
was elected Representative in the Seventh General
Assembly, was re-elected in 1833, serving during
his second term as Speaker of the House, and took
part the latter year in the Black Hawk War as
Captain of a company. In 1834 Mr. Jenkins was
elected Lieutenant-Governor at the same time
with Governor Duncan, though on an opposing
ticket, but resigned, in 1836, to become President
of the first Illinois Central Railroad Company,
which was chartered that year. The charter of
the road was surrendered in 1837, when the State
had in contemplation the policy of building a

Brownsville,

own

are advantageous.

system of roads at

soil rich.

was Receiver of Public Moneys

an abundance of
running water, much of which is slightly impregnated with salt. The upper coal measure
underlies the entire county, but the seam is
scarcely more than two feet thick at any point.
Tlie chief industry is agriculture, though lumber
INIount Vernon,
is manufactured to some extent.
the county -seat, was incorporated as a city in 1872.
1890
was
3,233.
It has several
in
Its population
manufactories and is the seat of the Appellate
Court for the Southern Judicial District of the

purposes.

The county

possesses

State.

JEFFERT, Edward Turner, Railway President
and Manager, born
1843, his father

in Liverpool, Eng. April 6,
being an engineer in tlie British
,

witli his widowed mother
where
he secured employment as office-boy in the
machinery department of the Illinois Central
Railroad.
Here he finally became an apprentice
and, passing through various grades of the me-

its

For a time he

in the Land Office
was elected to the

Constitutional Convention of that year.
Other positions held by him included that of Justice of the Circuit Court for tlie Third Judicial
Circuit, to which he was elected in 1859, and
re-elected in 1861, but died in office, February 13,
1864.
Mr. Jenkins %vas an uncle of Gen. John A.
Logan, who read law with him after his return
from the Mexican War.
JENNET, William Le Baron, engineer and
architect, born at Fairhaven, Mass., Sept. 25,
1833; was educated at Phillips Academy, Andover, graduating in 1849; at 17 took a trip
around the world, and, after a year spent in the
Scientific Department of Harvard College, took a

State

course in the Eeole Centrale des Artes et Manufactures in Paris, graduating in 1856. He then
served for a year as engineer on the Tehuantepec

was made an Aid on the
General Grant, being transferred the next
year to the staff of General Sherman, with whom
he remained three years, participating in many
of the most important battles of the war in the
West. Later, he was engaged in the preparation

navy about 1850 came

Railroad, and, in 1861,

to Wheeling, Va., and, in 1856, to Chicago,

staff of

;

cost.

at Edwardsville, and, in 1847,
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Sherman's campaigns, which
were published in the "Memoirs" of the latter.
In 1808 he located in Chicago, and has since given
of

maps

of General

his attention almost solely to architecture, the

some of Chicago's most

being

seen in
noteworthy buildings.

result

JERSEY COUNTY, situated in the western
the middle division of the State,
bordering on the Illinois and Jlississippi Rivers.
Originally a part of Greene County, it was separately organized in 1839, with an area of 360 square
miles.
There were a few settlers in the county
Jerseyville, the county-seat,
as early as 1816- 17
was platted in 1834, a majority of the early residents being natives of, or at least emigrants from,
New Jersey. The mild climate, added to the
character of the soil, is especially adapted to
fruit-growing and stock-raising. The census of
1890 gave the population of the county as 14,810,
and of Jerseyville, 3,207. Grafton, near the
junction of the Mississippi with the Illinois, had
a population of 927. The last mentioned town is
noted for its stone quarries, which employ a
portion of

number

of men.

JERSEYVILLE, a city and county-seat of
Jersey County, the point of junction of the Chicago & Alton and the St. Louis, Chicago & St.
Paul Railways, 19 miles north of Alton and
4.5 miles north of St. Louis, Mo.
The city is in an
agricultural district, but has manufactories of
flour, plows, carriages and wagons, and watchmaking machinery. It contains a handsome
court house, completed in 1894, nine churches, a
graded public school, besides a separate school
for colored children, a convent, railway carshops, electric lights, artesian wells, and three
papers two weekly and one daily. Population

—

(1880), 3,894; (1890), 3,207.

JO DAVIESS COUNTY, situated in the northwest corner of the State has an area of 663 square
It was first
miles; population (1890), 2.5,101.
explored by Le Seuer, who reported the discovery
;

of lead in 1700.

Another Frenchman (Bouthil-

lier) was the first permanent white settler, locating on the site of the present city of Galena in
1820.
About the same time came several American families a trading post was established, and
the hamlet was known as Fredericks' Point, so
called after one of the pioneers.
In 1823 the
Government reserved from settlement a tract 10
miles square along the Mississippi, with a view of
controlling the mining interest. In 1823 mining
privileges were granted upon a royalty of onesixth, and the first smelting furnace was erected
the same year. Immigration increased rapidly
:
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and, inside of three years, the "Point" had a population of 150, and a post-office was established

with a fortnightly mail to and from Vaudalia,
then the State capital. In 1837 county organizawas effected, the county being named in
honor of Gen. Joseph Hamilton Daviess, who was
killed in the Battle of Tippecanoe.
The original
tract, however, has been subdivided until it now
constitutes nine counties.
The settlers took an
active part in both the Winnebago and Black
Hawk Wars. In 1846-47 the mineral lands were
placed on the market by the Government, and
quickly taken by corporations and individuals.
The scenery is varied, and the soil (particularly
in the east) well suited to the cultivation of
grain.
The county is well wooded and well
watered, and thoroughly drained by the Fever
and Apple Rivers. The name fJalena was given
to the county-seat (originally, as has been said,
Fredericks' Point) by Lieutenant Thomas, Government Surveyor, in 1837, in which year it was
platted.
Its general appearance is picturesque.
Its early growth was extraordinary, but later
(particularly after the growth of Chicago) it
received a set-back. In 1841 it claimed 3,000
population and was incorporated in 1870 it had
about 7,000 population, and, in 1890, 5,635. The
names of Grant, Rawlins and E. B. Wa#iburne
are associated with its history. Other important
towns in the county are Warren (population
1,173), East Dubuque (1,069) and Elizabeth (49.5).
JOHNSON, Caleb C, lawyer and legislator,
was born in Whiteside County, 111.. May 33, 1844,
educated in the common schools and at the
Military Academy at Fulton, 111. served during
the Civil War in the Sixty-ninth and One Hundred and Fortieth Regiments Illinois Volunteers
in 1877 was admitted to the bar and, two years
later, began practice.
He has served upon the
Board of Township Supervisors of Whiteside
County; in 1884 was elected to the House of
Representatives of the Thirty-fourth General
Assembly, was re-elected in 1886, and again in
tion

;

;

1890.
He also held tlie position of Deputy Collector of Internal Revenue for his District during
the first Cleveland administration, and was a
delegate to the Democratic National Convention

of 1888.

JOHNSON,

(Rev.) Herrick, clergyman and
was born near Fonda, N. Y., Sept. 31,
Hamilton College, 18.57, and
at Auburn Tlieological Seminary, 1860 held Presbyterian pastorates in Troy. Pittsburg and Philadelphia in 1874 became Professor of Homiletics
and Pastoral Theology in Auburn Theological
educator,

1833; graduated at

;

;

;
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3(IG

accepted a pastorate in
Chicago, also becoming Lecturer on Sacred RhetIn
in McCormick Theological Seminary.
1883 he resigned his pastorate, devoting his atten-

Seminary, and, in

1880,

oric

tion thereafter to the duties of his professorship.

He was Moderator

of the Presbyterian General

at Springfield, in 1883, and has served
as President, for manj' years, of the Presbyterian
Church Board of Aid for Colleges, and of the
Board of Trustees of Lake Forest University.

Assembly

Besides

many

periodical articles, he has published

several volumes on religious subjects.

JOHNSON, Hosmer
was born near
removed

cian,

at twelve

A.,

M.D., LL.D., physi

Buffalo, N. Y., Oct.
to a

farm

in

6,

1822;

Lapeer County,

Mich. In spite of limited school privileges, at
eighteen he secured a teachers' certificate, and,
by teaching in the winter and attending an
academy in the summer, prepared for college,
entering the University of Michigan in 1846 and
graduating in 1849. In 1850 he became a student
of medicine at Rush Medical College in Chicago,
graduating in 1852, and the same year becoming
Secretary of the Cook County Medical Society,
and, the year following, associate editor of
Surgical Journal."
Illinois Medical and

"The
For

was a member of the faculty of
Rush, fut, in 1858, resigned to become one of the
founders of a new medical school, which has now
become a part of Northwestern University.
During the Pivil War, Dr. Johnson was Chairman of the State Board of Medical Examiners
later serving upon the Board of Health of ChiHe
cago, and upon the National Board of Health.
was also attending physician of Cook County
Hospital and consulting physician of the Chicago
Charitable Eye and Ear Infirmary. At the time
of the great fire of 1871, he was one of the DirectHis
ors of the Chicago Relief and Aid Society.
connections with local, State and National Societies and organizations (medical, scientific, social
and otherwise) werd very numerous. He traveled extensively, both in this country and in
three years he

'

Europe, during his visits to the latter devoting
much time to the study of foreign sanitary conditions, and making further attainments in medicine and surgery. In 1883 the degree of LL.D.
was conferred upon him by Northwestern Uni-

During his later years, Dr. Johnson was
engaged almost wholly in consultations. Died,
versity.

Feb.

26,

1891.

JOHNSON COUNTY,
tion of the State,

and

Ues in the southern poris one of the smallest

counties, having an area of only 340 square miles,

and a population

(1890) of

15,013— named for Col.

Richard M. Johnson.

Its

organization dates back

A

dividing ridge (forming a sort of
to 1812.
water shed) extends from east to west, the

waters of the Cache and Bay Rivers running
south, and those of the Big Muddy and Saline
toward the north. A minor coal seam of variable
thickness (perhaps a spur from the regular coalmeasures) crops out here and there. Sandstone
and limestone are abundant, and, under cliffs
along the bluffs, saltpeter has been obtained in
small quantities. Weak copperas springs are
numerous. The soil is rich, the principal crops
being wheat, corn and tobacco. Cotton is raised
for

home consumption and

fruit-culture receives

attention.
Vienna is the county-seat, with
a population, in 1890, of 828,
JOHNSTON, Noah, pioneer and banker, was
born in Hardy County, Va,, Dec, 20, 1799, and,
at the age of 12 years, emigrated with his father
In 1824 he removed
to Woodford County, Ky.
to Indiana, and, a few years later, to Jefferson
County, 111. where he began farming. He subsequently engaged in merchandising, but proving
unfortunate, turned his attention to politics,
serving first as County Commissioner and then as
County Clerk. In 1838 he was elected to the
State Senate for the counties of Hamilton and
Jefferson, serving four years was Enrolling and
Engrossing Clerk of the Senate during the session
of 1844-45, and, in 1846, elected Representative in
the Fifteenth General Assembly. The following
year he was made Paymaster in the United States
Army, serving through the Mexican War; in
1852 served with Abraham Lincoln and Judge
Hugh T. Dickey of Chicago, on a Commission
appointed to investigate claims against the State
for the construction of the Illinois & Michiean
Canal, and, in 1854, was appointed Clerk of the
Supreme Court for the Third Division, being
elected to the same position in 1861.
Other positions held by him included those of Deputy United
States Marshal under the administration of President Polk, Commissioner to superintend the construction of the Supreme Court Building at Mount
Vernon, and Postmaster of that city. He was
also elected Representative again in 1866.
The
later years of his life were spent as President of
the Mount Vernon National Bank. Died, November, 1891, in his 92d year.
JOLIET, the county-seat of Will County,
situated in the Des Plaines River Valley, 36 miles
southwest of Chicago, on the Illinois & Michigan
Canal, and the intersecting point of five lines of
railway.
The city lies chiefly in the valley,
though partly built on bluffs on either side of

some

,

;
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the river. A good quality of calcareous buildinjc
stone underlies the entire region, and is extenGravel; cement and Kre-clay
are also easily obtained and in considerable
Within twenty Tuiles are productive
quantities.
sively quarried.

The Northern

coal mines.

Illinois

Penitentiary

stands just outside the city limits ou the north.
Joliet is an important manufacturing center, the
census of 1890 crediting the city witli 201 estab-

lishments (representing forty-three industries)
with $9,078,727 capital; employing 3,037 hands;

paying $1,844, 138 for wages and 88,624,285 for raw
material, and turning out an annual product
valued

at

Tlie

.?12,180.3()7.

leading industries

are the manufacture of steel rails, foundry and
machine shop products, engines, agricultural

implements, bicycles, stoves and clocks, besides
quarrying and stone-cutting. The canal supplies
valuable water-power. The city boasts many

handsome public buildings and private

residences.

Population (1880), 11,6.57; (1800), 23,264, (including suburbs), 34,473. The Fifty-fifth Congress
made an appropriation for the erection of a
Government building in Joliet for post-oflfice
purposes.

JOLIET,

WAY.

AURORA & NORTHERN

RAIL-

(See Elgin. Joliet d- Eastern Raihra;/.)

JOLIET, Louis, a French
Quebec, Canada, Sept.

21,

born at
educated at the

e.xplorer,

164.5,

and early engaged in the furIn 1609 he was sent to investigate the
on
Lake Superior, but his most
copper mines

Jesuits' College,

trade.

important servioe began in 1673, when Frontenac
commissioned him to explore. Starting from the
missionary station of St. Iguace, with Father
Marquette, he went up the Fox River within the
present State of Wisconsin and down the Wisconsin to the Mississippi, which he descended as
He was the
far as the mouth of tlie Arkansas.
first

to discover that the Mississippi flows to tlie

Gulf rather than to the Pacific. He returned to
Green Bay via the Illinois River, and (as believed)
the sites of the present cities of Joliet and Chicago.
Although later appointed royal hydrographer
and given the island of Anticosti, he never
revisited the Mississippi.

that

tliis

was

ousy of La

Some

historians assert

largely due to the influential jeal-

Salle.

Died, in Canada, in May, 1700.

JOLIET & BLUE ISLAND RAILWAY,

con
and operated by the Calumet
Blue Island— a belt line, 21 miles in length, of
standard gauge and laid with 60-lb. steel rails.
The company provides terminal facilities at Joliet,
although originally projected to merely run from
that city to a connection with the Calumet &
stituting a part of

&

The

Blue Island Railway.
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capital stock author-

and paid in is $100,000.
general offices are in Chicago.
ized

The company's

JOLIET & NORTHERN
ROAD, a road running from Lake,

INDIANA RAIL-

111.,

45 miles (of

and leased

which

Ind., to Joliet,

29 miles are in Illinois),

from Sept. 7, 1854 (the
the Michigan Central Rail-

in perpetuity,

date of completion), to
road Company, whicli

owns nearly

all its stock.

and its funded debt,
Other forms of indebtedness swell the

Its capital stock is §300,000,
.180,000.

total

amount

capital

of

invested (1895) to

.$1,-

Total earnings and income in Illinois in
(See
1894, §89,017; total expenditures, §62,370.
Michigan Central Railroail. )
143,201.

M., politician and legislator,
Hampshire, Feb. 5, 1837, brought
to McHenry County, 111., at 10 years of age, and,
at 16, began life in the pineries and engaged in
rafting on the Mississippi. Then, after two
winters in school at Rockford, and a short season
in teaching, he spent a year in the book and
jewelry business at Warren, Jo Daviess County.
The following year (18.58) he made atrip to Pike's
Peak, but meeting disappointment in his expectations in regard to mining, returned almost
immediately. The next few years were spent in
various occupations, including law and real
estate business, until 1872, when he was elected
to the Twenty-eighth General Assembly, ;'.nd

JONES, Alfred

was born

in

re-elected

New

two

years

successively lield by

the Joliet

sioner of

Internal

Revenue

later.

Otlier

him were those

of

positions

Commis-

Penitentiary, Collector of

for the Sterling District,

and

Northern District
a member
of the Republican State Central Committee, during twelve years of that period being its chairman. Since 1885, Mr. Jones has been manager
of the Bethesda Mineral Springs at Waukesha,
Wis., but has found time to make his mark in
Wisconsin politics also.
JONES, John Rice, first English lawyer in Illinois, was born in Wales, Feb. 11, 17.59; educated
at Oxford in medicine and law, and, after prac-

United States JIarshal

of Illinois.

He was,

for the

for fourteen years,

London for a short time, came
America in 1784, spending two years in Philawhere he made the acquaintance of
Dr. Benjamin Rush and Benjamin Franklin; in

ticing the latter in
to

delphia,

1786, having reached the Falls of the Ohio, he
Col. George Rogers Clark's expedition
against the Indians on the Wabash. This having
partially failed through the discontent and
desertion of the troops, he remained at Vincennes
four years, part of the time as Commissary-

joined

—

—
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General of the garrison there. In 1790 he went to
Kaskaskia, but eleven years later returned to Vincennes, being commissioned the same year by
Gov. William Henry Harrison, Attorney-General
of Indiana Territory, and, in 180.5, becoming a

He was
of the first Legislative Council.
Secretary of the convention at Vincennes, in
December, 1802, which memorialized Congress to
suspend, for ten years, the article in the Ordinance of 1787 forbidding slavery in the Northwest
In 1808 he removed a second time to
Territory.
Kaskaskia, remaining two years, when he located
within the present limits of the State of Missouri
(then the Territory of Louisiana), residing successively at St. Genevieve, St. Louis and
at the latter place acquiring large interests in
member

mineral lands. He became prominent in Missouri polities, served as a member of the Convention which framed the first State Constitution,
was a prominent candidate for United States
Senator before the first Legislature, and finally
elected by the same a Justice of tlie Supreme
Court, dying in office at St. Louis, Feb. 1, 1824.
He appears to have enjoyed an extensive practice
among the early residents, as shown by the fact
that, the year of his return to Kaskaskia, he paid
taxes on more than 16,000 acres of land in Monroe
County, to say nothing of his possessions about
Vincennes and his subsequent acquisitions in
Missouri. He also prepared the first revision of
laws for Indiana Territory when Illinois composed a part of it. Rice (Jones), son of the preceding by a first marriage, was born in Wales,

came to America with his parand was educated at Transylvania University
and the University of Pennsylvania, taking a
Sept. 28, 1781

;

ents,

was shot by Dunlap on the street in
Dec. 7, 1808— Jones dying in a few minutes,
while Dunlap fled, ending his days in Texas.
Gen. John Rice (Jones), Jr., another sorn was
born at Kaskaskia, Jan. 8, 1792, served under
Capt. Henry Dodge in the War of 1812, and, in
1831, went to Texas, where he bore a conspicuous
part in securing the independence of that State
from Mexico, dying there in 1845 the year of its
annexation to the United States.
George
Wallace (Jones), fourth son of John Rice Jones
(1st), was born at Vincennes, Indiana Territory,
April 12, 1804; graduated at Transylvania University, in 1825; served as Clerk of the United
District Court in Missouri in 1826, and as
Aid to Gen. Dodge in the Black Hawk War in
1834 was elected Delegate in Congress from
Michigan Territory (then including the present
States of Michigan, Wisconsin and Iowa), later
serving two terms as Delegate from Iowa Territory, and, on its admission as a State, being elected
one of the first United States Senators and reelected in 1852 in 1859, was appointed by President Buchanan Minister to Bogota, Colombia^
but recalled in 1861 on account of a letter to
Jefferson Davis expressing sympathy with the
cause of the South, and was imprisoned for two
months in Fort Lafayette. In 1838 he was the second of Senator Cilley in the famous Cilley-Graves
duel near Washington, which resulted in the
death of the former. After his retirement from
office. General Jones' residence was at Dubuque,
Iowa, where he died, July 22, 1896, in the 93d
year of liis age.
JONES, Michael, early politician, was a Pennsylvanian by birth, who came to Illinois in Terri-

—

;

;

medical degree at the latter, but later studying
law at Litchfield, Conn., and locating at Kaskaskia in 1806. Described as a young man of brilliant
talents, he took a prominent part in politics and,
at a special election held in September, 1808, was
elected to the Indiana Territorial Legislature, by

torial days, and, as early as 1809,

the party known as "'Divisionists'" i. e., in favor
of the division of the Territory which proved
successful in the organization of Illinois Territory
the following year. Bitterness engendered in
this contest led to a challenge from Shadrach
Bond (afterwards first Governor of the State)^
which Jones accepted; but the affair was ami-

sentative in the Eighth.

—
—

cably adjusted on the field without an exchange of

One Dr. James Dunlap, who had been
shots.
Bond's second, expressed dissatisfaction with the
settlement; a bitter factional fight was maintained between the friends of the respective
parties, ending in the assassination of Jones, who

—

the

Land

removed

Office

to

at

was Register of

Kaskaskia;

Shawneetown

and

afterwards
represented

Gallatin County as a Delegate to the Constitutional Convention of 1818 and as Senator in the
first

four General Assemblies, and also as Repre-

He was

a candidate for

United States Senator in 1819, but was defeated
by Governor Edwards, and was a Presidential
Elector in 1820. He is represented to have been a
man of considerable ability but of bitter passions,
a supporter of the scheme for a pro-slavery constitution and a bitter opponent of Governor
Edwards.
JOXES, J. Russell, capitalist, was born at
Conneaut, Ashtabula County, Ohio, Feb. 17, 1823;
after spending two years as clerk in a store in his
native town, came to Chicago in 1838 spent the
next two years at Rockton, when he accepted a
;
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clerkship in a leading mercantile establishment
at Galena, finally being advanced to a partnerIn 1860 he
ship, which was dissolved in 1856.

was elected, as a Republican, Representative in
the Twenty-second General Assembl}-, and, in
March following, was appointed by President
Lincoln United States Marshal for tlie Northern
In 1809, by appointment of
District of Illinois.
President Grant, he became Minister to Belgium,
remaining in office until 1875, when he resigned
and returned to Chicago. Subsequeutl)- he
declined the position of Secretary of the Interior,
but was appointed Collector of the Port of Chicago, from which he retired in 1888. Mr. Jones
served as member of the National Republican
Committee for Illinois in 1868. In 1863 he organized the West Division Street Railway, laying
the foundation of an ample fortune.
JONES, IVilliam, pioneer merchant, was born
at Charlemont, Mass.. Oct. 22, 1789, but spent his
boj'hood and early manhood in New York State,
ultimately locating at Buffalo, wliere he engaged
in business as a grocer, and also held various
public positions. In 1831 he made a tour of
observation westward by way of Detroit, final]}reaching Fort Dearborn, which he again visited
in 1832 and in '38, making small investments each
time in real estate, which afterwards appreciated
immensely in value. In 1834, in partnership
witli Byram King of Buffalo. Jlr. Jones engaged
in the stove and hardware business, founding in
Chicago the firm of Jones & King, and the next
year brought his family. While he never held
any important pul)lic office, he was one of the
most prominent of those earl}' residents of Chicago
through whose enterprise and public spirit the

was made

He

held the office of
Justice of the Peace, served in the City Council,
was one of the founders of the city fire department, served for twelve years (1840-52) on tlie
city

to prosper.

Board of School Inspectors (for a considerable
time as its President), and contributed liberally
to the cause of education, including gifts of
$50,000 to the old Chicago University, of which
he was a Trustee and, for some time. President of
its

Executive Committee.

Died, Jan.

18, 1868,

(Jones), son of the preceding, was born
Chautauqua County, N. Y., May
having, for some time in his boyhood,
Millard Fillmore (afterwards President) as his
teacher at Buffalo, and, still later. Reuben E. Fenton (afterwards Governor and a United States
After coming to Chicago,
Senator) as classmate.
in 1835, he was employed for some time as a clerk
in Government offices and by the Trustees of the

Fernando

at Forestville,
26,

1820,

&
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Michigan Canal spent a season at
Canandaigua Academy. N. Y. editeii a periodical
at Jackson, Mich., for- a year or two, but finally
coming to Cliicago, opened an abstract and title
office, in which he was engaged at the time of the
fire of 1871, and which, by consolidation with two
Illinois

;

;

other firms, became the foundation of the Title
Guarantee and Trust Company, which still plays
an important part in the real-estate business of

Chicago. Mr. Jones has held various public positions, including that of Trustee of the Hospital
for the Insane at Jacksonville, and has for years
been a Trustee of the University of Chicago. -Kiler
Kent (Jones), another son, was one of the founders of "The Gem of the Prairies" newspaper, out

which grew "The Chicago Tribune"; was for
years a citizen of Quincy, 111., and prominent member of the Republican State Central
Committee, and, for a time, one of the publishers
of "The Prairie Farmer." Died, in Quincy,
of

many

August

20, 1886.

JO Jf ESBORO, the county-seat of Union County,
the
Illinois Central Railroad.
It is some 30 miles
north of Cairo, with which it is connected by a
short, direct line.
It stands in the center of a
fertile territory, largely devoted to fruit-growing,
and is an important shipping point for fruit and
early vegetables.
The local business supports a
bank. There are also two or three churches, and
one weekly newspaper, as well as a graded school.
Population (1890), about 2.000.
JOSLYN, Merritt L., lawyer, was born in
Livingston County, N. Y., in 1827, came to Illisituated about a mile west of the line of

nois

in

1839, his

father

settling in

McHenry

County, where the son, on arriving at manhood,
engaged in the practice of the law. The latter
became prominent in political circles and, in
1856,

was a Buchanan Presidential

Elector.

On

the breaking out of the war lie allied himself
with the Republican party served as a Captain
in the Thirty-sixth Illinois Yolunteer Infantry,
and, in 1804, was elected to the Twenty-fourth
;

General Assembly from McHenry County, later
serving as Senator during the sessions of the
Thirtieth and Thirty-first Assemblies (1876-80).
After the death of President Garfield, he was
appointed by President Artlmr Assistant Secretary of the Interior, serving to the close of the
administration.
Returning to liis home at Woodstock, 111., he resumed the practice of his profession, and, since 1889, has discharged the duties of
Master in Chancery for McHenry County.
JOUETT, Charles, Chicago's first lawyer, was
born in Virginia in 1772, studied law at Charlottes-

;
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was appointed by
President Jefferson Indian Agent at Detroit and,
in 1805, acted as Commissioner in conducting a
treaty with the Wyandottes. Ottawas and other
Indians of Nortliwestern Ohio and Michigan at
Mauinee City, Ohio. In the fall of the latter year
he was appointed Indian Agent at Fort Dearborn,
serving there until the year before the Fort Dearborn Massacre. Removing to Mercer County,
Ky., in 1811, he was elected to a Judgeship there,
but, in 1815, was reappointed by President Madison Indian Agent at Fort Dearborn, remaining
until 1818, when he again returned to Kentucky.
In 1819 he was appointed to a United States
Judgeship in the newly organized Territory of
Arkansas, but remained only a few months, when
he resumed his residence in Kentucky, dying
Tille in that State; in 1802

there.

May

28, 1834.

JOURJfALISM.
JUDD, Korman

(See Xm-simpers, Early.)
Buel, lawyer, legislator. Foreign Minister, was born at Rome, N. Y., Jan. 10,
1815, where he read law and was admitted to the
bar.
In 1836 he removed to Chicago and commenced practice in the (then) frontier settlement. He early rose to a position of prominence
and influence in public affairs, holding various
municipal offices and being a member of the
State Senate from 1844 to 1860 continuously. In
1860 he was a Delegate-at- large to the Republican
National Convention, and, in 1861, President Lincoln appointed him Minister Plenipotentiary to
Prussia, where he represented this country for
four years. He was a warm personal friend of
Lincoln, and accompanied him on his memorable
journey from Springfield to Washington in 1861.
In 1870 he was elected to the Forty-first Congress.
Died, at Chicago, Nov. 10, 1878.

JUDD, S. Corning, lawyer and politician, born
in Onondaga County, N. Y., July 21, 1827; was
educated at Aurora Academy, taught for a time in
Canada and was admitted to the bar in New York
in 1848; edited "The Syracuse Daily Star" in 1840,
and, in 1850. accepted a position in the Interior
Department in Washington. Later, he resumed
his place upon "The Star," but, in 1854, removed
to Lewistown, Fulton County, 111., and began
practice with his brother-in-law, the late W. C.

Goudy.

In 1873 he removed to Chicago, entering
into partnership with William Fitzlmgh Whitebouse, son of Bishop Whitehouse, and

became

prominent in connection with some ecclesiastical
trials which followed.
In 1860 he was a Democratic candidate for

Presidential

Elector and,

during the war, was a determined opponent of
the war policy of the Government, as such mak-

unsuccessful campaign for LieutenantGovernor in 1864. In 1885 he was appointed
Postmaster of the city of Chicago, serving until
ing an

1889.

Died, in Chicago, Sept. 22,

189.5.

JUDICIAL SYSTEM, THE. The
of 1818 vested the judicial

Constitution

power of the State

in

one Supreme Court, and such inferior courts as
the Legislature might establish. The former
consisted of one Chief Justice and three Associates, appointed by joint ballot of the Legislature
but, until 1825, when a new act went into effect,
they were required to perform circuit duties in
the several counties, while exercising appellate
jurisdiction in their united capacity.
In 1824 the
Legislature divided the State into five circuits,
appointing one Circuit Judge for each, but, two
years later, these were legislated out of office, and
circuit court duty again devolved upon the
Supreme Judges, the State being divided into
four circuits. In 1829 a new act authorized the
appointment of one Circuit Judge, who was
assigned to duty in the territory northwest of the
Illinois River, the Supreme Justices continuing
to perform circuit duty in the four other circuits.
This arrangement continued until 1835, when the
State was divided into six judicial circuits, and,
additional Circuit Judges having been
five
elected, the Supreme Judges were again relieved
from circuit co\irt service. After this no material changes occurred except in the increase of the
number of circuits until 1841, the whole number
then being nine. At this time political reasons
An
led to an entire reorganization of the courts.
act passed Feb. 10, 1841, repealed all laws authorizing the election of Circuit Judges, and provided
for the appointment of five additional Associate
Judges of the Supreme Court, making nine in
all and, for a third time, circuit duties devolved
upon the Supreme Court Judges, the State being
divided at the same time into nine circuits.
By the adoption of the Constitution of 1848 the
judiciary system underwent an entire change, all
judicial officers being made elective by the
people. The Constitution provided for a Supreme
Court, consisting of three Judges, Circuit Courts,
County Courts, and courts to be held by Justices
In addition to these, the Legislaof the Peace.
ture had the power to create inferior civil and
criminal courts in cities, but only upon a uniform
plan.
For the election of Supreme Judges, the
State was divided into three Grand Judicial Divisions. The Legislature might, however, if it saw
fit, provide for the election of all three Judges on
a general ticket, to be voted throughout the
State-at-large but this power was never exer;

;
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The Constitution

that purpose. These courts are a connecting
link between the Circuit and the Supreme Courts,
and greatly relieve the crowded calendar of the
latter.
In 1877 the Legislature established four

County of Cook;
one to include all the Northern Grand Division
except Cook County; the third to embrace the
Central Grand Division, and the fourth the Southern.
Each Appellate Court is held by three Circuit Court Judges, named by the Judges of the
Supreme Court, each assignment covering three
years, and no Judge either allowed to receive
extra compensation or sit in review of his own
rulings or decisions. Two terms are held in each
District every year, and these courts have no
of these tribunals: one for the

statute.

The Constitution of 1870, without changing the
of election or term of office, made several
adapted to altered comlitions. As
regards the Supreme Court, tlie tliree Grand
Divisions were retained, but the number of
Judges was increased to seven, chosen from a like

mode

changes

original jurisdiction.

Cook Codntt. —The

judicial system of Cook
is different from that of the rest of the
The Constitution of 1870 made the county
an independent district, and exempted it from
being subject to any subsequent redistricting.
The bench of the Circuit Court in Cook County,

of districts, but sitting together to conmembers con-

County

stitute a full court, of wliich four

quorum.

A

chosen by
usually one of the Judges
Chief Justice

State.

is

the Court, and is
Hearing the expiration of his term. The minor
Reporter of Decisions, and one
Clerk in each Division. By an act passed in 1897,
the three Supreme Court Divisions were consolidated in one. the Court being reijuired to hold its
sittings in Springfield, and hereafter only one
Clerk will be ele<'ted instead of three as heretoThe salaries of Justices of the Supreme
fore.

officers include a

Court are fixed by law at 85,000 each.
The State was divided in 18T3 into twenty-seven
circuits (Cook County being a circuit by itself),
and one or more terms of the circuit court are
required to be held each year in each county in
the State. The jurisdiction of the Circuit Courts
is both original and appellate, and includes matters civil and criminal, in law and in equity.
The Judges are elected by districts, and hold office
In 1877 the State was divided into
for six years.
thirteen judicial circuits (exclusive of Cook
reducing the number of
without
but
County),

Judges (twenty- six) already in office, and the
election of one additional Judge (to serve two
years)

was ordered

in each district, thus increas-

also provided for the oi-ganiza-

tion of Appellate Courts after the year 1874, having uniform jurisdiction in districts created for

appellate jurisdiction from inferior tribunals, and
each was required to hold at least two terms
annually in eacli county, as might be fixed by

stitute a

number

County, to seventeeD, while the number of
Judges in each circuit remained the same, so
that the whole number of Judges elected that
year outside of Cook County was fifty-one. The
salaries of Circuit Judges are S3, 500 per year,
except in Cook Coimty, where they are §7,000.

number might be increased at the discretion of
the General Assembly. Availing itself of its
constitutional power and providing for the needs
of a rapidly growing community, the Legislature
gradually increased the number of circuits to
The term of office for Supreme Court
tliirty.
Judges was nine, and. for Circuit Judges, six
Vacancies were to be filled by popular
years.
election, unless the unexpired term of the
deceased or retiring incumbent was less than one
year, in which case the Governor was authorized
to appoint. Circuit Courts were vested with

number
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Again
of Judges to thirty-nine.
in 1897 the Legislature passed an act increasing
the number of judicial circuits, exclusive of Cook

Appeals lay from the Circuit Courts to the
Supreme Court for the particular division in
which the county might be located, although, by
unanimous consent of all parties in interest, an
appeal might be transferred to another district.
Nine Circuit Courts were established, but the
cised.

,

at first fixed at five Ju<lges, has been increased

under the Constitution to fourteen, wlio receive
additional compensation from the county treasury.
The Legislature has the constitutional
right to increase the number of Judges according
In 1849 the Legislature estabto population.
lished the Cook County Court of Common Pleas.

became the Superior Court of Cook
County, which now (1808) consists of thirteen
For
this court there exists the same
Judges.
constitutional provision relative to an increase of
Judges as in the case of the Circuit Court of Cook
Later, this

County.

JUDY,

Jacob, pioneer, a native of

Switzer-

having come to the United States at
an early day, remained some years in Maryland,
when, in 1786, he started west, spending two
land, who,

years near Louisville, Ky., finally arriving at
In 1792 he removed to
Kaska.skia, 111., in 1788.
New Design, in Monroe County, and, in 1800,
located within

the

present

liiftits

of

Madison

—

—

312

HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.

County, where he died in 1807. Samuel (Judy),
son of tlie preceding, born August 19, 1773, was
brought by liis father to Illinois in 1788, and afterwards became prominent in political affairs and
famous as an Indian fighter. On the organization
of Madison County he became one of the first
County Commissioners, serving many years. He
also commanded a body of "Rangers" in the
Indian campaigns during the War of 1813, gaining the title of Colonel, and served as a member
from Madison County in the Second Territorial
'Council (1814-15). Previous to 1811 he built the
first brick house within the limits of Madison
County, which still stood, not many years since,
a few miles from Edwardsville. Colonel Judy
died in 1838.— Jacob (Judy), eldest son of Samuel,
was Register of the Land OfBce at Edwardsville,
1845-49.
Thomas (Judy), younger son of Samuel,
was born, Deo. 19, 1804, and represented Madison
County in the Eighteenth General Assembly
(1852-54).
His death occurred Oct. 4, 1880.
JUDY, James William, soldier, was born in
Clark County, Ky., May 8, 1822 his ancestors
on his father's side being from Switzerland, and
those on his mother's from Scotland grew up on
a farm and, in 1852, removed to Menard Coimty,
In August, 18G2,
111., where he has since resided.
he enlisted as a private soldier, was elected Captain of his company, and, on its incorporation as
part of the One Hundred and Fourteenth Regiment Illinois Volunteers at Camp Butler, was
chosen Colonel by acclamation. The One Hundred and Fourteenth, as part of the Fifteenth
Army Corps under command of that brilliant
soldier. Gen, Wra. T. Sherman, was%,ttached to
the Army of the Tennessee, and took part in the
entire siege of Vicksburg, from May, 1863, to the
surrender on the 3d of Julj' following. It also

—

;

participated in the siege of Jackson, Miss., and
numerous other engagements. After one year's
service. Colonel Judy was compelled to resign by

domestic affliction, having lost two children by
death within eight days of each other, while
others of his family were dangerously ill. On
his retirement from the army, he became deeply
interested in thorough-bred cattle, and is now the

most noted stock auctioneer

in the United States
in the past thirty years, sold more
thorough-bred cattle than any other man living
his operations extending from Canada to Cali-

—having,
—

fornia, and from Jlinnesota to Texas.
Colonel
Judy was elected a member of the State Board of

Agriculture in 1874, and so remained continuouslj' until 1890— except two years
also serving
as President of the Board from 1894 to 1896. He

—

bore a conspicuous part in securing the location
of the State Fair at Springfield in 1894, and the

improvements there made under his administraany other State.
Originally, and up to 1856, an old-line Whig,
Colonel Judy has since been an ardent Republican and though active in political campaigns,

tion have not been paralleled in

;

has never held a political office nor desired one,
being content with the discharge of his duty as a
patriotic private citizen.

KANAN, Michael F., soldier and legislator, was.
born in Essex County, N. Y., in November, 1837,
twenty years of age removed to Macon County,
111.
and engaged in farming. During the Civil
War he enlisted in the Forty-first Illinois Volunteers (Col. I. C. Pugh's regiment), serving nearly
four years and retiring with the rank of Captain.
After the war he served six years as Mayor of th&
In 1894 he was elected State
city of Decatur.
Senator, serving in the Thirty-ninth and Fortieth
General Assemblies. Captain Kanan was one of
the founders of the Grand Army of the Republic,
and a member of the first Po.st of the order ever
at

,

—

that at Decatur.
KAJfE, a village of Greene Coimty, on the
Alton
Jacksonville Division of the Chicago
Railway, 40 miles south of Jacksonville. It has
a bank and a weekly paper. Population (1880),

established

&

408; (1890), 551.

KAJfE, Elias Kent, early United States Sena-

byLanman's "Dictionary of Congre.ss''
in Xew York, June 7, 1796.
Gen. Geo. W. Smith, of Chicago, a relative of Senator Kane's by marriage, in a paper
read before the Illinois State Bar Associatior
(1895), rejecting other statements assigning the
date of the Illinois Senator's birth to various
years from 1786 to 179G, expresses the opinion,
based on family letters, that he was really born
in 1794.
He was educated at Yale College, graduating in 1813, read law in New York, and emitor, issaid

to

have been born

The

late

grated to Tennessee in 1813 or early in 1814, but,
before the close of the latter year, removed to IlliHis abilities were
nois, settling at Kaskaskia.
recognized by his appointment, early in 1818, as
Judge of the eastern circuit under the Territorial
Government. Before the close of the same year
he served as a member of the first State Constitutional Convention, and was appointed by Governor Bond the first Secretary of State under the
new State Government, but resigned on the
accession of Governor Coles in 1833. Two years
later he was elected to the General Assembly as
from Randolph County, but

mSTOKK'AL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF
resigned before the i-lose of the j'ear to accept a
seat in the United States Senate, to which he was
Before
elected in 1824, and reelected in 1830.

the expiration of his second term (Dec. 12, 1835),
having reached the age of a little more than 40
Washington, deeply mourned
by his fellow-members of Congress and by his
constituents. Senator Kane was a cousin of the
distinguished Chancellor Kent of New York,
years, he died in

through

his

motlier's

family,

while,

on

his

was a relative of the celebrated
Arctic explorer. Elisha Kent Kane.
KANE COUNTY, one of the wealthiest and
most progressive counties in the State, situated in
the northeastern quarter. It has an area of 540
.square miles, and population (1890) of 65,061;
was named for Senator Elias Kent Kane. Timber and water are abundant. Fox River flowing
through the county from north to south. Immigration began in 1833, and received a new impetus
father's side, he

when

the Pottawatomies were removed
A school was established
west of the Mississippi
County
in 1834, and a church organized in 1835.
organization was effected in June, 1836, and the
public lands came on the market in 1842. The
Civil «War record of the county is more than
creditable, the number of volunteers exceeding
in 1835,

the assessed quota. Farming, grazing, manufacturing and dairy industries chiefly engage the
attention of the people. The county lias manj'
flourishing cities and towns. Geneva is the countyseat. (See Aurora, Dundee, Eldora, Elgin, Geneva

and

St. Charles.

KAXGLEY, a village of La Salle County, on
the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railway, three
miles northwest of Streator. There are several
Population (1890), 934.
coal shafts here.
KANKAKEE, a prosperoits city, the countyseat oif Kankakee County, situated on the Kankakee River, at tlie intersection of the Cleveland,
Chicago, Cincinnati & St. Louis and the Indiana,
Illinois & Iowa Railroads, 56 miles south of Chicago. It stands on a roUing prairie in the heart
of a rich agricultural and stock-raising region,
near extensive coal fields and beds of bog
It has excellent water jwwer and
iron ore.
numerous manufactories, including flour and
paper mills, besides two quarries of valuable

building stone. The Eastern Hospital for the
Insane is located here. The city has one monthly
and three daily and weekly papers Population
(1880), 5.651; (1890),

KANK.\.KEE COUNTY, a wealthy and populous county in the northeast section of the State,

having an area of 680 square miles

— receiving its

its

principal river.

;n:5

It

25.047; (1890), 28,732.

KANKAKEE RIVER, a sluggish stream, rising
in St. Joseph County, Ind., and flowing westsouthwest through English Lake and a flat marshy
region,

into

Illinois.

Kankakee County

In

it

unites with the Iroquois from the south and the
Des Plaines from the north, after the junction

with the

latter,

taking the

name

of the Illinois.

KANKAKEE & SENECA RAILROAD,

a

lying wholly in Illinois, 42.08 miles in length.

line
It

has a capital stock of §10,000, bonded debt of
§650,000 and other forms of indebtedness (1895)
reaching §557, 629; total capitalization, §1,217,629.
This road was chartered in 1881, and opened in
1882.
It connects with the Cleveland, Cincinnati,
Chicago & St. Louis Railroad, and the Chicago,

Rock Island & Pacific, and is owned jointly by
two lines, but operated by the former. (See

these

Cleveland, Cinchiuafi, Cliieago d- St. Louis Railroad.)

KANSAS, a village in Edgar County, on the
Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis and
the Chicago & Ohio River Railways, 156 miles
northeast of St. Louis, 104 miles west of Indianapolis, 13 miles east of Charleston and 11 miles
west-southwest of Paris. The surrounding region
Kansas has tile
is agricultural and stock-raising.
works, two grain elevators, a canning factorj%
and railway machine shops, beside four churches,
a collegiate institute, a National bank and a
weekly newspaper. Population (1880), 723; (1890),
1,037.

KASKASKIA,

a village of the Illinois Indians,
post, first occupied in
into the hands of the British
after the French-Indian War in 1765, and was
captured by Col. George Rogers Clark, at the head

and

later a

1700.

French trading

It pas.sed

of a force of Virginia troops, in 1778. (See Clarl:,
George Rogers.) At that time the white inhabitants were almost entirely of French descent.

The

first

exercise of the elective franchise in

nois occurred here in the year last
1804,

9,02.5.

ILLINOIS.

was set apart
from Will and Iroquois Counties under tlie act
passed in 1851, the owners of the site of the
present city of Kankakee contributing $5,000
toward the erection of county buildings. Agriculture, manufacturing and coal-mining are the
Tlie first white settler was
principal pursuits.
one Noah Vasseur, a Frenchman, and the first
American, Thomas Durham. Population (1880),

name from

the United

States

Illi-

named, and, in

Government opened a

For many years the most
offife there.
important commercial town in the Territory, it
Territorial
and State capital down
the
remained
land

,
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the seat of goveinraent was removed to Vandalia. Originally situated on the
west side of the Kaskaskia River, some six miles
from the Mississippi, early in 1899 its site had
been swept away by the encroachments of the

to 1819,

when

latter stream, so that all that

town of

pal
its

is

left of

the princisimply

Illinois, in Territorial days, is

name.

KASKASKIA INDIANS,

one of the

five tribes

constituting the Illinois confederation of Algon
quin Indians. About the year 1700 they removed

from what is now La Salle County, to Southern
Illinois, where they established themselves along
the banks of the river which bears their name.
They were finally removed, with their b-ethren
of the Illinois, west of the Mississippi, and, as a
distinct tribe, have become extinct.

KASKASKIA RIVER,

rises

in

Champaign

County, and flows southwest through the counDouglas, Coles, Moultrie, Shelby, Fayette,
Clinton and St. Clair, thence southward througli
Randolph, and empties into the Mississippi River
near Chester. It is nearh' 300 miles long, and
flows through a fertile, undulating country, which
forms part of the great coal field of the State.
KEITU, Edson, Sr., merchant and manufacturer, born at Barre, Vt. Jan. 38, 1833, was educated at home and in the district schools; spent
18.50-54 in Montpelier, coming to Chicago the
latter year and obtaining employment in a retail
dry-goods store. In 1860 he assisted in establishing the firm of Keith, Faxon & Co., now Edson
Keith & Co. is also President of the corporation
of Keith Brothers & Co., a Director of the Metropolitan National Bank, and the Edison Electric
Light Compan}-. Elbridge G. (Keith), banker,
brother of the preceding, was born at Barre, Vt.
July 16, 1840; attended local schools and Barre
Academy came to Chicago in 18.57, the next year
taking a position as clerk in the house of Keith,
Faxon & Co., in 186.5 becoming a partner and, in
1884, being chosen President of the Metropolitan
National Bank, where he still remains. Mr.
Keith was a member of the Republican National
Convention of 1880, and belongs to several local
literary, political and social clubs was also one
of the Directors of the World's Columbian Expoties of

.

;

—

;

KEITHSBURG,

a

town

in

Knox College in 1847, he returned to Clinton
Seminary, and was later engaged in various business enterprises until 1861, when he again removed to Illinois, and was engaged in preaching
and teaching at various points during the
remainder of his life, dying suddenlj', at his
of

liome school at

Mount

Forest,

111,,

Jan.

1,

1881.

KELLOGG, William

Quincy and

Pitt, was born at Orwell,
removed to Illinois in 1848,
studied law at Peoria, was admitted to tlie bar in
He
1854, and began practice in Fulton County.
was a candidate for Presidential Elector on the
Republican ticket in 1856 and 1860, being elected

miles north-

the

latter

the. principal

Nebraska

Mercer County, on

River and at the
Chicago, Burlington &
the Iowa Central Railways; is 150
west of Springfield. Agriculture is
occupation. There are two weekly
Population (1880), 943; (1890), 1,484.
Mississippi

the

In 1843 he visited England as a
of the World's Peace Convention, remaining abroad about a year, during whicli time
he made the acquaintance of Jacob Bright and
others of the most prominent men of that day in
England and Scotland. Resigning the Presidency
ing slavery.

member

Dec.

sition of 1892-93.

of

town), N. Y., in February, 1803, graduated at
Hamilton College and Auburn Seminary, after
which he served for some years as pastor at
various places in Central New York. Later, he
established the Young Ladies' Domestic Seminary
at Clinton, claimed to be the first ladies" seminary in the State, and the first experiment in the
country uniting manual training of girls with
scholastic instruction, antedating Mount Hoi
yoke, Oberlin and other institutions which adopted
this system.
Color was no bar to admission to
the institution, though the daughters of some of
the wealthiest families of the State were among
its pupils.
Mr. Kellogg was a co-laborer with
Gerritt Smith, Beriah Green, the Tappans, Garrison and others, in the effort to arouse public sentiment in opposition to slavery. In 1836 he united
with Prof. George W. Gale and others in the
movement for the e,stablishment of a colony and
the building up of a Christian and anti-slavery
institution in the West, which resulted in the
location of the town of Galesburg and tlie found,
ing there of Knox College. Mr. Kellogg was
chosen the first President of the institution and,
in 1841, left his tliriving school at Clinton to
iilentify himself with the new enterprise, which,
In the
in its infancy, was a manual- labor school.
West he soon became the ally and co-laborer of
such men as Owen Lovejoy, Ichabod Codding,
Dr. C. V. Dyer and others, in the work of extirpat-

Vt.,

;

the

KELLOGG, Hiram Huntington, clergyman
and educator, was born at Clinton (then Whites-

intersection

papers here.

8,

1831,

year.

Appointed

Chief

Justice

of

in 1861, he resigned to accept the
colonelcy of the Seventh Illinois Cavalry. Failing health caused his retirement from the army
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c:'(irinth.
In 186."". he was
appointed Collector of tlie Port at New Orleans.
Thereafter he became a conspicuous figure in
both Louisiana and National politics, serving as
United States Senator from Louisiana from 186H
to UH71. and as (Jovernor from 1875 to 1876, during

aft.er

the

battle of

the stormiest period of reconstruction, and mak-

ing hosts of bitter personal and political enemies
as well as warm friends. An unsucc^essful attempt

was made to impeach liim in 1876. In 1877 lie was
elected a second time to the United States Senate
by one of two rival Legislatures, being awarded
his seat after a bitter contest.

At

tlie

close of his

much

of his time of late years
a northeastern county,

from his meager salary to charitable purposes.
Died at Galena, Nov. 8.'l869.

in "Washington City.

KEND.4LL COrXTY,

with an area of 330 square miles and a population
(1890) of 13,106.
The surface is rolling and the
soil fertile, although generally a light, sandy
loam. The county was organized in 1841, out of
jiarts of Kane and La Salle, and was named in
lionorof President Jackson's Postma.ster General.

The

Fox River (running southwestwardly
through the county), with its tributaries, affords
ample drainage and considerable water power;
the railroad facilities are admirable; timber is
abundant. Yorkville and Oswego have been
rivals for the county-seat, the distinction finally

resting with the former.

may

Among

the

pioneers

Messrs. John Wilson, EdDavid Carpenter, Samuel Smitli,
the Wormley and Pierce brothers, and E.
Morgan.
KEXDRICK, Adin A., educator, was born at
Ticonderoga, N. V., Jan. 7, 1836; educated at
Granville Academy, N. Y., and Middlebury College; removed to Janesville, Wis., in 1857, studied
law and began practice at Monroe, in that State,
a year later removing to St. Louis, where he continued practice for a short time. Then, having
abandoned the law, after a course in the Theological Seminary at Rocliester, N. Y., in 1861 he

be mentioned

ward Ament,

became pastor

—

when lie became Agent of the Home
Missionary Society. He was prominent in laying
foundations of Beloit College and Rockford
Female Seminary, meanwhile contributing freely

term (1883) he took his seat in the lower house to
which he was elected in 1882, serving until 188.").
While retaining his residence in Louisiana, 5Ir.
Kellogg has spent

and two newspapers; the liistrict is agricultural.
Population (1880), 418; (1890), 497.
KENT, (itev.) Aratiis, pioneer and Congregational missionary, was born in Suffield, Conn, in
1794, educated at Yale and Princeton and, in 1829,
as a Congregational missionai-y, came to the
Galena lead mines then esteemed "a place so
hard no one else would take it. " In less than two
years he had a Sunday-school with ten teachers
and sixty to ninety scholars, and had also established a day-school, which he conducted himself.
In 1831 he organized the First Presbyterian
Church of Galena, of which lie remained pastor

of the Nortli Baptist Churcli in

186.'), removed
to St. Louis,
where he remained in pastoral work until 1872.
when he assumed the Presidency of Shurtleff
College at Upper Alton. 111.
KENJfEY, a village and railway .station in
Dewitt County, at the intersection of the Springfield Division of the Illinois Central and the

Chicago, but, in

Peoria. Decatur & Evansville Railroads, 36 miles
northeast of Springfield. The town has a bank

until 1848,

tlie

KEOKUK,

(interpretation,

"The

Watchful

Fox"), a Chief of the Sacs and Foxes, born on
River, about 1780.
He had the credit of

Rock

shrewdness and bravery, which enabled him
finally to displace his rival. Black Hawk.
He
always professed ardent friendship for the whites,
although this was not infrequently attributed to
a far-seeing policy. He earnestly dissuaded
Black Hawk frcra the formation of his confederacy, and when the latter was forced to surrender
himself to the United States authorities, he was
formally delivered to the custody of Keokuk. By
the Rock Islaml treaty, of September, 1832, Keokuk was formally recognized as the principal
Chief of the Sacs and Foxes, and granted a reservation on the Iowa River, 40 miles square. Here

he lived until 184.5, when he removed to Kansas,
where, in June, 1848, he fell a victim to poison,
supposedly administered by some partisan of
Black Hawk, (See Black Hawk and Black Hawk

War.)

KERFOOT, Samuel
was born

in Lancaster,

H.,

real-estate operator,

Pa., Dec.

18,

1823,

and

educated under the tutorship of Rev. Dr. Muhlenburg at St. Paul's College, Flushing, Long
Island, graduating at the age of 19.
He was
then associated with a brother in founding St.
James College, in Washington County, Md., but,
in 1848, removed to Chicago and engaged in the
real-estate business, in which he was one of the
(ddest operators at the time of his death, Dec. 28,
1896.
He was one of the founders and a life
member of the Chicago Historical Society and of
the Chicago Academy of Sciences, and associated
with other learned and social organiz.itions. He
was also a member of the original Real Estate

HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.

316

and Stock Board

of Cliicago

and

its

first Presi-

dent.

KEWANEE,

a town in Henry County, on the
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad, 33 miles
northeast of Galesburg. Agriculture and coalmining are the industries of the surrounding
country. The town contains thirteen churches,
three graded schools, a public library of 6,000
volumes, national banks and three weekly
papers,

two

of

them

issuing daily editions.

Its

manufactures include foundry and machine shop
products, agricultural implements, carriages and
wagons, soil pipe, pumps and heating apparatus.
Population

(1880),

3,704;

(1890),

4,569;

(1893),

school census, 7,963.

KETES, Willard,

pioneer,

was born

at

New-

Windsor County, Vt., Oct. 38, 1793; spent
on a farm, enjoying only such educational advantages as could be secured by a few
months" attendance on school in winter; in 1817
started west by way of Mackinaw and, crossing
Wisconsin (then an unbroken wilderness), finally
reached Prairie du Chien, after which he spent a
fane,

his early life

year in the "pineries." In 1819 he descended the
Mississippi with a raft, his attention en route
being attracted by the present site of the city of
Quincy, to wliich, after two years spent in extensive exploration of the "Military Tract" in tlie
interest of certain owners of bounty lands, he
again returned, finding it still unoccupied.
Then, after two years spent in farming in Pike
County, in 1834 he joined his friend, the late
Gov. John Wood, who had built the first house in
Quincy two years previous. Mr. Keyes thus
became one of the tliree earliest settlers of
Quincy, the other two being John Wood and a
Major Rose. On the organization of Adams
County, in January, 183.5, he was appointed a
member of the first Board of County Commissioners, which held its first meeting in his house.
Mr. Keyes acquired considerable landed property
about Quincy, a portion of which he donated to
the Chicago Theological Seminary, thereby furnishing means for the erection of "Willard Hall
His death
in connection with that institution.
occurred in Quincy, Feb. 7, 1872.
KICKAPOOS, a tribe of Indians whose ethnology is closely related to that of the MascouThe French orthography of the word was
tins.
various, the early explorers designating them as
"Kic-a-pous," "Kick-a-poux," "Kick-a-bou," and
"Quick-a-pous." The significance of the name is
uncertain, different authorities construing it to
mean "tlie otter's foot" and the "rabbifs ghost,"
according to dialect. From 1603, when the tribe
"

was first visited by Samuel Champlain, the Kictapoos were noted as a nation of warriors. They
fought against Christianization, and were, for
some time, hostile to the French, although they
proved efficient allies of the latter during the
French and Indian War. Their first formal
recognition of the authority of the United States
was in the treaty of Edwardsville (1819), in which
reference was made to the treaties executed at
Vincennes (180.5 and 1809). Nearly a century
before, they had left their seats in AVisconsin and
established villages along the Rock River and
near Chicago (1713 15). At the time of the
Edwardsville treaty they had settlements in the
valleys of the Wabash. Embarras, Kaskaskia,
Sangamon and Illinois Rivers. While they
fought bravely at the battle of Tippecanoe, their
chief military skill lay in predatory warfare. As
compared with other tribes, they were industrious, intelligent and cleanly.
In 1833-33 they
were removed to a reservation in Kansas. Thence

many
ing

them

of

drifted to the southwest, join-

plundering

roving,

bands.

In

language,

manners and customs, the Kickapoos closely
resembled the Sacs and Foxes, with whom some
ethnologists believe them to have been more or
less closely

connected.

KILPATRICK,
soldier,

was born

Thomas
in

M.,

legislator

Crawford County,

Pa.,

and
June

He

learned the potter's trade, and, at
the age of 37, removed to Scott County, HI. He
was a deep thinker, an apt and reflective student
1807.

1,

of

public affairs, and naturally eloquent. He
to the State Senate (1840 and
and, in 1846, was the Whig candidate for

was twice elected
'44),

Governor, but was defeated by Augustus C.
French, Democrat. In 1850 he emigrated to
few years, returned to
Illinois and took an active part in the campaigns
On the outbreak of the Civil
of 1858 and 1860.
War he was commissioned Colonel of the Twentyeighth Illinois Volunteers, for which regiment he
had recruited a company. He was killed at the
battle of Shiloh, April 6, 1862, while leading a
California, but, after a

charge.

KINDERHOOK,
in Pike County,

a village and railway station
on the Hannibal Division of the

Wabash Railway,
Population

13

miles

east

of

Hannibal.

(1890), 473.

KING, John

Lyle, lawyer, was born in Madison,
Ind., in 1835 the son of a pioneer settler who
was one of the founders of Hanover College
and of the Presb.vterian Theological Seminary
there, which afterwards became the "Presbyterian Theological Seminary of the Northwest,''

—
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the McComiick Theological Seminary of
Chicago. After graduating at Hanover, Mr. King
began the study of law with an uncle at Madison,
and the following year was admitted to the bar.
In 1852 he was elected to the Indiana Legislature
and, while a member of that body, acted as Chairman of the Committee to present Louis Kossuth,

now

the Hungarian patriot and exile, to the Legislature also took a prominent part, during the next
few years, in the organization of the Republican
Removing to Chicago in 185G, he soon
party.
;

became prominent in his profession there, and, in
1860, was elected City Attorney over Col. James A.
Mulligan, who became eminent a year or two later,
Havin connection with the war for the Union.
ing a fondness for literature, Mr. King wrote much
for the press and. in 1878, published a volume of
sporting experiences with a party of professional
friends in the woods and waters of Northern Wisconsin and Michigan, under the title. "Trouting
on the Brule River, or Summer Wayfaring in the
Northern Wilderness. " Died in Chicago, April 17,
1893.

KING, William H., lawyer, was born at Clifton
Park, Saratoga County, N.Y., Oct. 23, 1817; graduated from Union College in 184G. studied law at
Waterford and, having been admitted to the bar
the following year, began practice at the same
place.
In 1853 he removed to Chicago, where he
held a number of important positions, including
the Presidency of the Chicago Law Institute, the
Chicago Bar Association, the Chicago Board of
Education, and the Union College Alumni
Association of the Northwest. In 1870 he was
elected to the lower branch of the Twentyseventh General Assembly, and, during the sessions following the fire of 1H71 prepared the act
for the protection of titles to real estate, made
necessary by the destruction of the records in the
Recorder's office. Mr. King received the degree
of

LL.D from

Chicago, Feb.

his
6,

Alma Mater

in 1H79.

Died, in

;

—

was Canal Commissioner
his only connection

was

with

for six years
politics.

— this being

During 1898 he

also chosen Lieutenant-Colonel of the Peoria

Provisional Regiment organized for the SpanishAmerican War. His career in connection with

the industrial development of Peoria has been
especially conspicuous and successful.
KINKADE (or Kinkead), William, a native of
Tennessee, settled in what is now Lawrence
County, in 1817, and was elected to the State
Senate in 1822, but appears to have served only
one session, as he was succeeded in the Fourth
General Assembly by James Bird. Although a
Tennesseean by birth, he was one of the most
aggressive opponents of the scheme for making
Illinois a slave State, being the only man who
made a speech against the jiro-slavery convention
resolution, though this was cut short by the
determination of the pro-convention ists to permit

no debate. Mr. Kinkade was appointed Postmaster at Lawrenceville by President John
Quincy Adams, and held the position for many
years.

He

died in 1846.

KISMUNDY,

a city in Marion County, on the
Railroad, 229 miles south of
Chicago and 24 miles northeast of Centralia.
fruit-growing and
Agriculture, stock-raising,
coal-mining are the principal industries of the
surrounding countr3'. Kinmundy has flouring
mills and brick-making plants, with other
manufacturing establishments of minor importance.
There are five churches, a bank and a
weekly newspaper. Population (1880), 1,096;
Illinois

Central

(1890), 1,045.

KINNEY, William, Lieutenant-Governor

1892.

KINGMAN, Martin, was born

at Deer Creek,

Tazewell

County, 111., April 1, 1844; attended
school at Washington, 111., then taught two or
three years, and, in June, 1862, enlisted in the
Eighty-sixth Regiment Illinois Volunteers, serving three years without the loss of a day a part
of the time on detached service in charge of an

—

ambulance corps and, later, as Assistant Quartermaster. Returning from the war with the rank
of First Lieutenant, in August, 1865, he went to
Peoria, where he engaged in business and has remained ever since. He is now connected with the
following business concerns:

manufacturers and dealers in farm machinery,
buggies, wagons, etc. The Kingman Plow Company, Bank of Illinois, Peoria Cordage Company,
Peoria General Electric Company, and National
Hotel Company, besides various outside enterprises all large concerns in each of which he is a
Mr. Kingman
large stockholder and a Director.

Kingman

&

Co.,

of

from 1826 to 1830 was born in Kentucky in
and came to Illinois early in life, finally
settling in St. Clair County.
Of limited educational advantages, he was taught to read by his
wife after marriage. He became a Baptist
preacher, was a good stump-orator; served two
sessions in the State Senate (the First and Third),
was a candidate for Governor in 1834, but was
defeated by Joseph Duncan in 1838 was elected
by the Legislature a member of the Board fif
Public Works, becoming its President.
Died
in 1843.— William C. (Kinney), son of the pre<'edIllinois

;

1781

;

ing,

was born

in Illinois, served as a

member

of

:;
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the Constitutional Convention of 1847 and as
Representative in the Nineteenth General Assembly (1855), and, in 1857, was appointed by Governor Bissell Adjutant-General of the State,

dying in

office

the following year.

Dur-

ing his early childhood his father died, and his
mother gave him a stepfather by the name of
William Forsythe. When ten years old he left
home and, for three years, devoted himself to
learning the jeweler's trade at Quebec. Fascinated by stories of adventure in the West, he

removed thither and became an Indian-trader.
In 1804 be established a trading post at what is

now

the site of Chicago, being the first sohtary
white settler. Later he established other posts

on the Rock, Illinois and Kankakee Rivers. He
was twice married, and the father of a numerous
His daughter Maria married Gen.
family.
David Huuter, and his daughter-in-law, Mrs.
John H. Kinzie, achieved literary distinction as
the authoress of "Wau Bun," etc. (X. Y. 1850.)
Died in Chicago, Jan. 6, 1828.— John Harris
(Kinzie), son of the preceding, was born at Sandwich, Canada, July 7, 1803, brought by his parents to Chicago, and taken to Detroit after the
massacre of 1812, but returned to Chicago in
years later his father placed him at
of the American Fur Company, and, in 1824, he was transferred to Prairie
du Chien. The following year he was Sub- Agent
of Indian affairs at Fort Winnebago, where he
witnessed several important Indian treaties. In
1830 he went to Connecticut, where he was
1816.

Two

Mackinac Agency

married, and, in 1833, took up his permanent residence in Chicago, forming a partnership witli
Gen. David Hunter, his brother-in-law, in the
forwarding business. In 1841 he was appointed
Registrar of Public Lands by President Harrison,
but was removed by Tyler. In 1848 he was
appointed Canal Collector, and, in 1849, President
Taylor commissioned him Receiver of Pubhc

Moneys. In 1861 he was commissioned Paymaster in the army by President Lincoln, which
office he held until his death, which occurred on
a railroad train near Pittsburg, Pa., June 21, 1865.
KIRBT, Edward P., lawyer and legislator,
was born in Putnam County, 111., Oct. 28, 1834—
the son of Rev. William Kirby, one of the founders

and early professors of

1854,

at

Illinois

College in

then taught several years at St. Louis and
was admitted to the bar in 1864,

Jacksonville;

was elected County Judge of Morgan
County as a Republican was Representative in
the General Assemblj- from Morgan County

and, in 1873,

;

KINZIE, John, Indian-trader and earliest citizen of Chicago, was born in Quebec, Canada, in
1763.
His father was a Scotchman named
McKenzie, but the son dropped the prefix "Mc,"
and the name soon came to be spelled "Kinzie"

—an orthography recognized by the family.

Jacksonville; graduated

Illinois College

at

(1891-93)

;

also served for several years as Trustee

of the Central Hospital for the Insane and. for a

long period, as Trustee and Treasurer of Illinois
College.

KIRK,

(Oen.)

Edward

N., soldier,

was born of

Quaker parentage in Jefferson County, Ohio, Feb.
29, 1828; graduated at the Friends' Academy, at
Mount Pleasant in the same State, and, after
teaching for a time, began the study of law,
completing it at Baltimore, Md., where he was
admitted to the bar in 1853. A year later he
removed to Sterling, 111., where he continued in
his profession until after the battle of the first

when he raised a regiment. The quota
was not immediately accepted; but. after some delay, was
mustered in in September, 1861, as the Thirtyfourth Regiment Illinois Volunteers, with the
subject of this sketcli as Colonel. In the field he
soon proved himself a brave and dashing officer
at the battle of Shiloh, though wounded through
the shoulder, he refused to leave the field. After
remaining with the army several days, inflam-

Bull Run,

of the State being already full, this

matory fever set in, necessitating his removal to
the hospital at Louisville, where he lay between
life and death for some time.
Having partially
recovered, in August, 1862, he set out to rejoin
his regiment, but was stopped en route by an
order assigning him to command at Louisville.
In November following he was commissioned
Brigadier-General for "heroic action, gallantry
and ability" displayed on the field. In the last
days of December, 1862, he had sufficiently recovered to take part in the series of engagements
at Stone River, where he was again wounded,
time fatally. He was taken to his home in
and, although he survived several
months, the career of one of the most brilliant
and promising soldiers of the war was cut short
by his death, July 21, 1863.
KIRKLAND, Joseph, journalist and author,
was born at Geneva, N. Y., Jan. 7, 1830— the son
of Prof. William Kirkland of Hamilton College
was brought by his parents to Michigan in 1835,
where he remained until 1856, when he came to
the city of Chicago. In 1861 he enlisted as a
private in the Twelfth Illinois Infantry (threemonths' men), was elected Second Lieutenant,
but later became Aid-de-Camp on the staff of
this

Illinois,
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General McClellan, serving there and on the staff
of General Fitz-John Porter until the retirement
of the latter, meanwhile taking part in the Peninsular campaign and in the battle of Antietam.
Returning to Chicago he gave attention to some
coalmining property near Danville, but later
studied law and was admitted to the bar in 18S0.
A few years later he produced his first novel,
and, from 1890, devoted his attention solely to
literary pursuits, for several years being literary editor of "The Chicago Tribune."' His works
several of which first appeared as serials in the
magazines include "Zury, the Meanest Man in
Spring County" (1885): "The McVeys" (1887);
"The Captain of Co. K." (1889), besides the "History of the Chicago Massacre of 1813," and "The
Story of Chicago" the latter in two volumes. At
the time of his death he had just concluded, in
collaboration with Hon. John Moses, the work of
editing a two-volume "History of Chicago," published by Jlessrs. Munsell & Co. (1895).
Died, in
Chicago, April 29, 1894.— Elizabeth Stansbiiry
(Kirkland), sister of the preceding teacher and
author was born at Geneva, N. Y. came to Chicago
in 1867 and, five years later, established a select
school for young ladies, out of which grew what
is known as the "Kirkland Social Settlement,"
which was continued until her death, July 30,
1896.
She was the author of a number of volumes of decided merit, written with the especial
object of giving entertainment and instruction to
the young including "Six Little Cooks," "Dora's
Housekeeping," "Speech and Manners," a Child's
"History of France," a "History of England,"
"History of English Literature," etc. At her
death she left a "History of Italy" ready for the
hands of the publishers.
KIRKPATRICK, John, pioneer Methodist
preacher, was born in Georgia, wlience he emigrated in 1803; located at Springfield, 111., at an
early day, where he built the first horse-mill in
that vicinity in 1839 removed to Adams County,
and finally to Ottumwa, Iowa, where he died in
1845. Mr. Kirkpatrick is believed to have been the
first local Methodist preacher licensed in Illinois'.

—

—

—

—

—

.

—

;

Having inherited three

slaves (a

woman and two

Adams

County, he brought them
The
to Illinois and gave them their freedom.
boys were bound to a man in Quincy to learn a
disappeared
presumably
mysteriously
trade, but
having been kidnaped with the connivance of
the man in whose charge they had been placed.
KIRK WOOD, a city in Warren County, once
known as "Young America," situated about two
miles southwest of Monmouth on the Chicago,
boys) while in

—
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Quincy Railroad. Flour is the
principal manufactured product. The town has
banks, several churches and a weekly newspaper.
Burlington

Population (1880), 1,079; (1890), 949.

KISHWAUKEE RIVER,

rises

in

McHenry

County, runs west through Boone, and enters
Rock River in Winnebago County, eight miles
below Rockford. It is 75 miles long. An affluent called the South Kishwaukee River runs
north-northeast and northwest through De Kalb
County, and enters the Kiskwaukee in Winnebago County, about eight miles southeast of
Rockford.
KITCHELL, Wickliff, lawyer and AttorneyGeneral of Illinois, was born in New.Jersey, May 31,
1789; in early boyhood accompanied his father to
Ohio, the family settling near the present site of
the city of Cincinnati. About 1814, having mar-

removed

ried a Miss Elizabeth Ross, he

to Soutli-

ern Indiana, then an almost unbroken wilderness,
where he was elected Sheriff and, although possessing limited educational advantages, studied
law and was admitted to the bar, finally becoming a successful practitioner. In 1817 he removed
to Palestine, Crawford County, III, where, in
1820, he was elected Representative in the Second
General Assembly, and was also a member of the
State Senate from 1828 to 1833.
In 1838 he removed to Hillsboro, Montgomery County, was
appointed Attorney-General in 1839, serving until
near the close of the following year, when he
resigned to take his seat as Representative in
the Twelfth General Assembly. Between 184G

and 1854 he was a resident of Fort Madison, Iowa,
but the latter year returned to Hillsboro. During
his early political career Mr. Kitchell had been a
Democrat but, on the passage of the Kansas-Nebraska act, became an earnest Republican. Public-spirited and progressive, he was in advance of
his time on many public questions.
Died, Feb.
3, 1869.— Alfred (Kitchell), son of the preceding,
lawyer and Judge, born at Palestine, III.. March
39, 1830; was educated at Indiana State University and Hillsboro Academy, admitted to the bar
;

in 1841, and, the
practice at Olney

following
;

year,

was elected

commenced

State's Attorney

in 1843, througli repeated re-elections holding the
oflSce

ten years

;

was a member of the Constitu-

Convention of 1847 and, in 1849, was
Judge of Richland County later assisted
in establishing the first newspaper published in
Olney, and in organizing the Republican party
tional

elected

;

there in 1856; in 1859 was elected Judge of the
Twenty-fifth Judicial Circuit, serving one term.

He was

also influential in procuring

a charter for

;
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the Ohio

&

Mississippi Railroad,

and in the con-

struction of the line, being an original corporator
and subsequently a Director of the Company.

Later he removed to Galesburg, where he died,
Nov. 11, 1876.— Edward (Kitchell), another son,
was born at Palestine, 111., Dec. 21, 1839; was
educated at Hillsboro Academy until 1846, when
he removed with his father's family to Fort
Madison, Iowa, but later returned to Hillsboro to
continue his studies; in 1852 made the trip across
the plains to California to engage in gold mining,
but the following year went to Walla Walla,
Washington Territory, where he opened a law
office; in 1854 returned to Illinois, locating at
Olney, Richland County, forming a partnership
with Horace Hayward, a relative, in the practice
of law. Here, having taken position against the
repeal of the Missouri Compromise, he became,
in 1856, the editor of the first Republican news-

paper published in that part of Illinois known as
"Egypt," with his brother. Judge Alfred Kitchell,
being one of the original thirty-nine Republicans
In 1862 he assisted in
in Richland County.
organizing the Ninety-eighth Regiment Illinois
"Volunteers at Centralia, which, in the following
year having been mounted, became a part of tlie
famous "Wilder Brigade." At first he was commissioned Lieutenant-Colonel, but succeeded to
the command of the regiment after the wounding
of Colonel Funkhouser at

Chickamauga

in Sep-

tember, 1863; was finally promoted to the colonelcy in July, 1865, and mustered out with the
rank of Brigadier-General by brevet. Resuming
the practice of his profession at Olney, he was,
in 1866, the Republican candidate for Congress in
a district strongly Democratic; also served as
Collector of Internal Revenue for a short time
and, in 1868, was Presidential Elector for the
same District. Died, at Olney, July 11, 1869.—
John Wickliff (Kitchell), youngest son of Wickliff Kitchell, was born at Palestine, Crawford
County, 111., May 30, 1835, educated at Hillsboro,
read law at Fort Madison, Iowa, and admitted to
the bar in that State. At the age of 19 years he
served as Assistant Clerk of the House of Representatives at Springfield, and was Reading Clerk
of the same body at the session of 1861. Previous
to the latter date he had edited

"The Montgomery

and later, "The Charleston
Resigning his position as Reading
Clerk in 1861, he enlisted under the first call of
President Lincoln in the Ninth Illinois Volunteers, served as Adjutant of the regiment and
afterwards as Captain of his company. At the
expiration of his term of enlistment he established

County Herald,"
Courier."

"The Union Monitor" at Hillsboro, which he conducted until drafted into the service in 1864,
serving until the close of the war. In 1866 he
removed to Pana (his present residence), resuming practice there was a candidate for the State
Senate the same year, and, in 1870, was the
Republican nominee for Congress in that District.
;

KNICKERBOCKER,

Joshua C, lawyer, was

born in Gallatin, Columbia County, N. Y., Sept.
36, 1837 brought by his father to Alden, McHenry
County, 111., in 1844, and educated in the common schools of that place removed to Chicago in
1860, studied law and was admitted to practice in
1863 served on the Board of Supervisors and in
the City Council and, in 1868, was elected Representative in the General Assembly, serving one
term. He was also a member of the State Board
of Education from 1875 to '77, and the latter
year was elected Probate Judge for Cook County,
;

;

;

serving until his death, Jan.

5,

1890.

KNIGHTS OF PYTHIAS, a secret semi-military and benevolent association founded in the
City of Washington, D. C, Feb. 19, 1864, Justus
H. Rathbone (who died Dec. 9, 1889) being its
recognized founder. The order was established
in Illinois, May 4, 1869, by the organization of
"Welcome Lodge. No. 1," in the city of Chicago.
On July 1, 1869, this Lodge had nineteen members.
At the close of the year four additional
Lodges had been instituted, having an aggregate
membership of 345. Early in the following year,
on petition of these five Lodges, approved by the
Grand Chancellor, a Grand Lodge of the Order
for the State of Illinois was instituted in Chicago,
with a membership of twenty -nine Past Chancellors as representatives of the five subordinate
Lodges the total membership of these Lodges at
that date being 383. December 31, 1870, the
total membership in Illinois had increased to 850.
June 30, 1895, the total number of Lodges in the
State was 525, and the membership 38,441. The
assets belonging to the Lodges in Illinois, on

—

1, 1894, amounted to §418,151.77.
KNOWLTON, Dexter A., pioneer and banker,
was born in Fairfield, Herkimer County, N. Y.,
March 3, 1812, taken to Chautauqua County in
infancy and passed his childhood and youth on a
farm.
Having determined on a mercantile career, he entered an academy at Fredonia, paying
his own way in 1838 started on a peddling tour

Jan.

;

for the West, and. in the following year, settled

where he opened a general store
began investments in real estate, finally
laying off sundry additions to the city of FreeHe
port, from which he realized large profits.
at Freeport,

in 1843

111.

,
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•was also prominently connected with the

Galena

Cliicago Union Railroad and, in 1S50, became
a Director of the Company, remaining in office
years.
In 1852 he was the Free-Soil
candidate for Governor of Illinois, but a few years
ct

some twelve

later became extensivelj- interested in the Con& Empire Spring Company at Saratoga.
X. Y.
then, after a four years' residence in
Brooklyn, returned to Freeport in 1870, where he

gress

;

of

ishes.

March 10, 1876.
K>'OX, Joseph, lawyer, was born

at Blanford.

the

1805;

11,

brother. Gen. Alanson

was admitted

studied

Knox,

his

in his native town,

subsequently

removing to 'Worcester, in the same State, where
he began the practice of his profession. In 1837
he removed west, locating at Stephenson, now
Rock Island, 111. where he continued in practice
for twentj'-three years.
During the greater part
of that time he was associated with Hon. John
"VV. Drury, under the firm name of Knox & Drury,
gaining a wide reputation as a lawyer throughout
Northern IlUnois. Among the important cases in
which he took part during liis residence in Rock
Island was the prosecution of the murderers of
Colonel Davenport in 1845. In 1832 he sers-ed as a
Democratic Presidential Elector, but in the next
campaign identified himself with the Republican
party as a supporter of John C. Fremont for tlie
Presidency. In 18G0 he removed to Chicago and,
two years later, was appointed State's Attornejby Governor Yates, remaining in office until succeeded by his partner, Charles H. Reed. After
coming to Chicago he was identified with a number of notable cases. His death occurred, August
,

6,

1881.

K>'OX COLLEGE, a

non-sectarian institution

for the higher education of the youtli of both

Galesburg, Knox County. It
was founded in 1837. fully organized in 1841, and
sexes,

located at

graduated its first class in 1846. The number of
graduates from that date until 1894, aggregated
867.
In 1893 it had 6G3 students in attendance,
and a faculty of 20 professors. Its library contains about 6,000 volumes.
Its
endowment
amounts to §300,000 and its buildings are valued
at 8150,000.

Dr.

Newton Bateman was

at

its

for more than twenty years, and, on his resignation (1893), John H. Finley, Ph.D., became
its President, but resigned in 1899.

head

KNOX COrXTT, a wealthy interior county
Illinois River, having an area of 720
square miles and a population (1890) of 38,752. It
was named in honor of Gen. Henry Knox. Its
west of the

by

legislative

two stories in heiglit, at a co.st of
The soil is rich, and agriculture flourThe present county-seat (1899) is Gales-

known for its educational institutions,
known of which are Knox College,

burg, well

law with

to the bar in 1828,
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defined

logs,

S192.

in that city,

Jan.

were

enactment in 1825, but the actual organization
dates from 1830, when Riggs Pennington, Philip
Hash and Charles Hansford were named the first
Commissioners. Knoxville was tlie first countyseat selected, and here (in the winter of 1830-31)
was erected the first court house, constructed

engaged in banking business, dying

Mass.,

limits

territorial

best

founded in 1837, and Lombard University,
founded in 1851. A flourishing Episcopal Seminary is located at Knoxville. and Hedding College at Abingdon.
KNOXVILLE, a city in Knox County, on the
Galesburg- Peoria Division of the Chicago. Burlington & Quincy Railroad, 50 miles west of
Peoria, and five miles east of Galesburg; was
formerly the county-seat, and still contains the
Fair Grounds and Almshouse.
The municipal
government is composed of a Jlayor. six Aldermen, with seven heads of departments. It has
electric lighting and street-car service, good
water-works, two banks, numerous cliurches, two
public schools, and is the seat of St. Mary's
for girls, and St. Alban's Academy, for
Population (1880), 1,600; (1890), 1,728.
GustaTUS, lawyer and LieutenantGovernor, was born in Germany in 1809, and
received a university education. He was a lawyer by profession, and emigrated to Illinois in
1833, settling finally at Belleville.
He at once
affiliated with the Democratic party, and soon
became prominent in politics. In 1842 he was
elected to the General Assembly, and three years
later was appointed to the bench of the State
Supreme Court. In 1852 he was elected Lieutenant-Governor on the ticket headed by Joel A.
Matteson but, at the close of his term, became
identified with the Republican party and was a
staunch Union man during tlie Civil War, serving
for a time as Colonel on General Fremont's and
General Halleck's staffs. In 1862 President Lincoln made him Minister to Spain, a post which he
resigned in January, 1865. He was a member of
the Cliicago Conrention of 1860 that nominated
Lincoln for the Presidency was a Republican
Presidential Elector in 1868, and a delegate to the
Cincinnati Convention of 1872 that named Horace
Greeley for the Presidency. In 1867 he served as
President of the first Board of Trustees of the
Soldiers' Orphans' Home, and, in 1870, was
elected to the Legislature a second time. Theschool,

boys.

KOERNER,

;

;

, ;
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following year he was appointed a member of the
first Board of Railroad and Warehouse CommisHe is the
sioners, and served as its President.
author of "Collection of the Important General

Laws
St.

Comments" (in German,
"From Spain" (Frankfort ou-

of Illinois, with

Louis, 1838);

became associated with the Dake Bakery, in connection with which he laid the foimdation of an
extensive business by establishing a system of
restaurants and lunch counters in the business
portions of the city In 1 891 after a somewhat pro.

,

tracted visit to Europe, Mr. Kohlsaat bought a con-

"The Chicago Inter Ocean,"

the-Main, 1866); "Das Deutsche Element in den

trolling interest in

Vereiningten Staaten" (Cincinnati, 1880; second
edition, New York, 1885) and a number of mono-

but withdrew early in 1894.

;

Died, at Belleville, April

graphs.

KOHLSAAT,

Christian

9,

1896.

C, Judge

of United

States Court, was born in Edwards County, 111.
Jan. 8, 1844 his father being a native of Germany

—

who

settled in Edwards County in 1825, while his
mother was born in England. The family
removed to Galena in 1854, where young Kohlsaat

attended the public schools, later taking a course
in Chicago University, after which he began the
study of law. In 1867 he became a reporter on
"The Chicago Evening Journal," was admitted
to the bar in the same year, and, in 1868, accepted
a position in the office of the County Clerk, where
he kept the records of the County Court under
Judge Bradwell's administration. During the
sessions of the Twenty-seventh General Assembly
(1871-73) he served as First Assistant Enrolling
and Engrossing Clerk of the House, after which
he began practice; in 1881 was the Republican
nominee for County Judge, but was defeated by
Judge Prendergast; served as member of the
Board of West Side Park Commissioners, 1884-90
in 1890 was appointed Probate Judge of Cook
County (as successor to Judge Knickerbocker,
,

who

died

in

January of that year), and was
November following, and

elected to the office in

was again in 1898. Early
in 1899 lie was appointed, by President McKinley.
Judge of the United States District Court for the
Northern District of Illinois, as successor to Judge
Grossoup, who had been appointed United States
Circuit Judge in place of Judge Showalter,
re-elected in 1894, as he

deceased.

KOHLSAAT, Herman H., editor and newspaper publisher, was born in Edwards County,
111., March 22, 1853, and taken the following year
to Galena, where he remained until 12 years of
age, when the family removed to Chicago.
Here,
after attending the public schools some three
years, he became a cash-boy in the store of Carson, Pirie & Co., a year later rising to the position
of cashier, remaining two years. Then, after
having been connected with various business
concerns, he became the junior member of the
firm of Blake, Shaw & Co., for whom he had been
a traveling salesman some five years. In 1880 he

In April, 1895, he beprincipal proprietor of "The Chicago TimesHerald," as the successor of the late James W.
Scott, who died suddenly in New York, soon after
effecting a consolidation of Chicago's two Democratic papers, "The Times" and "Herald," in one
concern. Although changing the political status
of the paper from Democratic to Independent,
Mr. Kohlsaat's liberal enterprise has won for it
an assured success. He is also owner and publisher of "The Chicago Evening Post."
His
whole business career has been one of almost
phenomenal success attained by vigorous enterprise and high-minded, honorable methods.
Mr.
Kohlsaat is one of the original incorporators (if
the University of Chicago, of which he continues
to be one of the Trustees.
KROME, William Henry, lawyer, born of German parentage, in Louisville, Ky., July 1, 1842;
in 1851 was brought by his father to Madison
County, 111., where he lived and worked for some
years on a farm. He acquired his education in

came

the

common

schools and at

McKendree

College,

graduating from the latter in 1863. After spending his smnmer months in farm labor and teaching school during the winter, for a year or two,
he read law for a time with Judge M. G. Dale of
Edwardsville, and, in 1866, entered the law
department of Michigan University, graduating in 1869, though admitted the year previous
Mr.
to practice by the Supreme Court of Illinois.
Krome has been successively the partner of

Judge John G. Irwin, Hon. W. F. L. Hadley (late
Congressman from the Eighteenth District) and
C.

W.

Terry.

Edwardsville
in 1893,

He

has held the office of Mayor of
Senator (1874-78), and,

(1873), State

was a prominent candidate before the

Democratic judicial convention for the nominaSupreme Court, to succeed

tion for Justice of the

Justice Scholfield, deceased. He is also President
of the Ma<lisou County State Bank.

KUEFFNER,
was born

in

William C, lawyer and soldier,
Germany and came to St. Clair

County, 111., in 1861. Early in 18G5 he was commissioned Colonel of the One Hundred and Fortyninth Illinois Volunteer Infantr3^ one of the
latest regiments organized for the Civil War, and
was soon after promoted to the rank of Brevet
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Brigadier-General, serving until January, 1866.
Later, General Kueffner studied law at St. Louis,

and having graduated
in practice at

in 1871, established himself

where he has since

Belleville,

He was a

successful contestant for a
seat in the Republican National Convention of
1880 from the Seventeenth District.
resided.

KUTKENDALL, Andrew

J., lawyer and legiswas born of pioneer parents in Gallatin
(now Hardin) County, 111., March 3, 1815; was
self-educated chiefly, but in his early manhood
lator,

adopted the law as a profession, locating at
Vienna in Johnson County, where he continued
life.
In 1842 he was
elected a Representative in the Thirteenth General Assembly, and re-elected two years later in
1850 became State Senator, serving continuously
in the same body for twelve j-ears: in 1861 enin the
listed, and was commissioned Major,
Thirty-first Illinois Volunteers (Gen. John A.
Logan's regiment), but was compelled to resign,
in May following, on acount of impaired health.
Two years later (186-1) he was elected Representative in the Thirty-ninth Congress, serving one
term; and, after several years in private life, was
again returned to the State Senate in 1878, serving
in the Thirty-first and Thirty-second General
Assemblies. In all. Major Kuykendall saw
to reside to the end of his

;

twenty years' service in the State Legislature, of
which sixteen were spent in the Senate and four
A
in the House, besides two years in Congress.
zealous Democrat previous to the war, he was an
ardent supporter of the war policy of the Government, and, in 1864, presided over the "Union"
(Republican) State Convention of that year. He
was also a member of the Senate Finance Committee in the session of 1859, which had the duty
of investigating the Matteson "canal scrip fraud.

Died, at Vienna,

LABOK
Strike of

111.,

May

TROUBLES.
1877.

''

11, 1891.

1.

— By this name

The
is

Railroad

generally char-
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had ever been witnessed in this country. In Illinois, Peoria, Decatur, Braidwood, East St. Louis,
fJalesburg, La Salle and Chicago were the principal points affected.

In all these cities angry,
excited uien formed themselves into mobs, which
tore up tracks, took possession of machine shops,
in some cases destroyed roundhouses, applied the
torch to warehouses, and, for a time, held commerce by the throat, not only defying the law,
but even contending in arms against the military
sent to disperse them. The entire force of the
State militia was called into service, Major-

Arthur C. Ducat being in command.
The State troops were divided into three brigades,
commanded respectively by Brigadier-Generals
Torrence, Bates and Pavey. General Ducat
assumed personal command at Braidwood, where
were sent the Third Regiment and the Tenth
General

Battalion,

who

suppressed the riots at that point

Joseph W. Stambaugh and
B. Parsons were tlie respective
regimental commanders.
Generals Bates and
Pavey were in command at East St. Louis,
where the excitement was at fever heat, the
mobs terrorizing peaceable citizens and destroying much property. Governor Cullom went to
this point in person.
Chicago, however, was the
chief railroad center of the State, and only

with

ease.

Lieut.-Col.

Col.

J.

prompt and severely repressive measures held in
check one of the most dangerous mobs which
ever threatened property and life in that city.

The local police force was inadequate to control
the rioters, and Mayor Heath felt himself forced
to call for aid from the State.
Brig. -Gen. Joseph
T. Torrence then commanded the First Brigade,
I. N. G., with headquarters at Chicago.
Under
instructions from Governor Cullom, he promptly
and effectively co-operated with the municipal
authorities in quelling the uprising.
He received
valuable support from volunteer companies, some
which were largely composed of Union veterThe latter were commanded by such excommanders as Generals Reynolds,
Martin Beem, and O. L. Mann, and Colonel Owen
of

ans.

acterized the labor disturbances of 1877, which,
beginning at Pittsburg in July, spread over the

perienced

entire countrj-, interrupting transportation, and,

Stuart.

Illifor a time, threatening to paralyze trade.
nois sufl'ered severely. The primary cause of the
troubles was the general prostration of business
resulting from the depression of values, which

efficient service.

General Lieb also led a company of
veterans enlisted by himself, and General Shaflner and Major James H. D. Daly organized a
cavalry force of 1.'50 old soldiers, who rendered

A

The disturbance was promptly
subdued, transportation resumed, and trade once

reduction of expenses became necessary, and the
wages of employes were lowered. Dissatisfaction
and restlessness on the part of the latter ensued,
which found expression in the ordering of a strike
among railroad operatives on a larger scale than

more began to move in its accustomed channels.
The Strike op 1894.—This was an uprising
which originated in Chicago and was incited by u
comparatively young labor organization called
the American Railway Union. In its inception it

affected manufacturers

and merchants

alike.

•2.
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>ya(S,jSymp^^;yp,,j^,,9stensible motive, at the
outset, being the righting of wrongs alleged to
have been suffered by employes of the Pullman
Palace Car Company. The latter quit work on
May 11, and, on -June 32, the American Eailway
,

Union ordered a general boycott against all railroad comixmies hauling Pullman cars after June
The (ieneral Managers of the lines entering
Chicago took prompt action (June 25) looking
toward mutvial jjroteotion, protesting against the
proposed boycott, and affirming their resolution
to adhere to existing contracts, any action on the
26.

to, the contrary notwithstandTrouble began on the 26th. The hauling of
was necessarily soon discontinued; suburban traffic was interrupted switching had to
be done by inexperienced hands under police or
piilitary protection (officials and clerks sometimes throwing the levers), and in the presence of
large crowds of law-defying hoodlums gathered
along the tracks, avowedly through sympathy
with the strikers, but actually in the hope of
plunder. Trains were sidetracked, derailed, and,
in not a few instances, valuable freight was
burned. Passengers were forced to undergo the
inconvenience of being cooped up for hours in
crowded cars, in transit, without food or water,
sometimes almost within sight of their destination, and sometimes threatened with death should

part of the strikers
ing.

freight

;

they attempt to leave their prison houses. The
mobs, intoxicated by seeming success, finally ventured to interfere with the passage of trains
carrying the United States mails, and, at this
juncture, the Federal authorities interfered.
President Cleveland at once ordered the protection of all mail trains by armed guards, to be
appointed by the United States Marshal. An
additional force of Deputy Slieriffs was also sworn
in by the Sheriff of Cook County, and the city
police force

was augmented.

The United States

District Court also issued a restraining order,
directed against the officers and members of the
American Railway Union, as well as against all
other persons interfering with the business of

Service was readily
accepted by the officers of the Union, but the
copies distributed among the insurgent mob were
torn and trampled upon. Thereupon the President ordered Federal trrjops to Chicago, both to
protect Government property (notably the Subrailroads carrying the mails.

treasury) and to guard mail trains. The Governor (John P. Altgeld) protested, but without
avail.
A few days later, the Mayor of Chicago
requested, the State ,Exeoutive to place a force of
fcitate mjlitia ?.t his coiitrol for the protection of

property and the prevention of bloodshed. General Wheeler, with the entire second division of
tlie I. N. G. at once received orders to report to
the municipal authorities. The presence of the
militia greatly incensed the turbulent crowds,
yet it proved most salutary. The troops displayed
exemplary firmness under most trying circumstances, dispersing
jeering and threatening
crowds by physical force or bayonet charges, the
rioters being fired upon only twice.
Gradually
order was restored. The disreputable element
subsided, and wiser and more conservative counsels prevailed among the ranks of the strikers.
,

Impediments to traffic were removed and trains
were soon running as though no interruption had
occurred. The troops were withdrawn (first the
Federal and afterwards those of the State), and
the courts were left to deal with the subject in
accordance with the statutes. The entire executive board of the American Railway Union were
indicted for conspiracy, but the indictments were
never pressed. The officers, however, were all
found guilty of contempt of court in having disobeyed the restraining order of the Federal
court, and sentenced to terms in the county jail.
Eugene V. Debs, the President of the Union, was
convicted on two charges and given a sentence
of six months on each, but the two sentences were
afterward made concurrent. The other members
of the Board received a similar sentence for three
months each. All but the Vice-President, George
W. Howard, served their terms at Woodstock,

McHenry County.
County

Howard was

sent to the Will

jail at Joliet.

LACEY, Lyman, lawyer and jurist, was born in
Tompkins County, N. Y., May 6, 1832. In 1837

He
his parents settled in Fulton County, 111.
graduated from Illinois College in 1855 and was
admitted to the bar in .1856, commencing practice
at Havana, Mason County, the same year. In
1862 he was elected, as a Democrat, to represent
the counties of Mason and Menard in the lower
house of the Legislature was elected to the Circuit Court bench in 1873, and re-elected in 1879,
;

and '91 also served for several years upon
the bench of the Appellate Court.
LACON, a city and county-seat of Marshall
County, situated on the Illinois River, and on the
Dwight and Lacon branch of the Chicago &
'85

;

Alton Railroad, 130 miles southwest of Chicago.
A pontoon bridge connects it with Sparland on
the opposite bank of the Illinois. The surrounding country raises large quantities of grain, for
which Lacon is a shipping point. The river is
navigable by steamboats to this point. The city
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has grain elevators, woolen mills, a manufactory
of shawls, marble works, two caniiing factories, a
It also has
carriage factory and a National bank
water works, and is lighted by electricity. There
are seven churches, a graded school and two
weekly newspapers. Population (1880), 1,814;
(1890), 1,649; (1898) estimated, 2,400.

LA FAVETTE (Marquis de), VISIT OF. An
event of profound interest in the history of Illinois, during the year 1825, was the visit to the
State by the Marquis de La Fayette, who had
been the ally of the American people during
their struggle for independence. The distinguished Frenchman having arrived in the country during the latter part of 1824, the General
Asseihbly in session at Vandalia, in December of
that year, adopted an address inviting him to
This was communicated to La
visit Illinois.
Fayette by Gov. Edward Coles, who had met the
General in Europe seven years before. Governor
Coles' letter and the address of the General
Assembly were answered with an acceptance by
La Fa)'ette from Washington, under date of Jan.
The approach of the latter was made by
16, 1825.
way of New Orleans, the steamer Natchez (by
General
La Fayette ascended the Miswhich
arriving at the old French village of
Carondelet, below St. Louis, on the 28th of April.
Col. William S. Hamilton, a son of Alexander
Hamilton, and at that time a Representative in
sissippi)

the General Assembly from Sangamon Coimty,
as well as an Aid-de-Camp on the staff of Gov
ernor Coles, was dispatched from the home of the
latter at Edwardsville. to meet the distinguished
On Saturday,
visitor, which he did at St. Louis.
April 30, the boat bearing: General La Fayette,
with a large delegation of prominent citizens of
Missouri, left St. Louis, arriving at Kaskaskia,
where a reception awaited him at the elegant
residence of Gen. Jnlin Edgar, Governor Coles
delivering an address of welcome. Tlie presence
of a number of old soldiers, who had fought under

La Fayette

at

Brandywine and Yorktown,

consti-

tuted an interesting feature of the occasion. This
was followed by a banquet at the tavern kept by
Colonel Sweet, and a closing reception at the house
of William Morrison, Sr., a member of the celebrated family of tliat name, and one of the leading merchants of Kaskaskia. Among those
participating in the reception ceremonies, who
were then, or afterwards became, prominent
factors in State history, appear the names of Gen.
John Edgar, ex-Governor Bond, Judge Nathaniel
Pope, Elias

Menard.

Kent Kane, ex-Lieutenant-Govemor
Thomas Mather and Sidney Breese,

Col.

3-^5

a future United States Senator and Justice Of the
Supreme Court. Tlie boat left Kaskaskia at

midnight for Nasliville, Teuu., Governor Coles
accompanying the party and returning with it to
Shawneetown, where an imposing reception was
given and an address of welcome delivered by
Judge James Hall, on May 14, 1825. A few
liours later General La Fayette left on his way up
the Ohio.

LAFAYETTE, BLOOMINOTON & MISSISSIPPI RAILROAD.

(See

Lake Erie

&

Western

Itailroad.)

LAFLIJT, Matthew, manufacturer, was born
at Southwick, Hampden County, Mass., Deo. 16,
180.5; in his youth was clerk for a time in the
store of Laflin & Loomis. powder manufacturers,
at Lee, Mass., later becoming a partner in tlie
Canton Powder Mills. About 1833 he engaged in
the manufacture of axes at Saugerties, N. Y.,
which proving a failure, he again engaged in
powder manufacture, and, in ISliT, came to Chicago, where he finally established a factory his
firm, in 1840, becoming Laflin & Smith, and,
later, Laflin, Smith & Co.
Becoming largely

—

interested
tion

in real estate, he devoted his atteu

chiefly to

great

success,

having

where,

that business after 1849, with
not only in Chicago but else^
done much for the develop-

ment

of Waukesha, Wis., where he erected one
hotels— the "Fountain Spring
House'" also being one of tlip original stockholders of the Elgin AVatcii
'unqjuny.
Mr.
Laflin was a zealous supporter of the iovernment

of the principal

—

I

(

during the war for the preservation of the Union,
and, before his death, made a donation of $7.5,000 for a building for the Chicago Academy of
Sciences, which was erected in the western psLrt
of Lincoln Park.
Died, in Chicago, May 30, 1897.'
LA GRANGE, a village in Cook Couhty, and
one of the handsomest suburbs of Clu'cago, frord

which

it

is

distant 15 miles, south-southwest, ori

^ulncy Railroad. The
and shaded and there are many
The village is lighted by

the Chicago, Burlington
streets are broad

handsome

.^-

residences.

and has public water-works, seven
churches, a high school and a weekly paper:
Population (1880), 531; (1890). 2,814.

electricity,

LA HARPE, a city in Hancock County, on tht& Western Raihvay, 70 miles west
by south from Peoria and 20 miles soutli-.so ntheast of Burlington, Iowa.
Brick, tile and cig;irs
constitute the manufactured output.
La Ilarpe
has two banks, five churches, a graded and a high
school, and two newspapers. 'Pot)uiatrion (1880),
Toledo, Peoria

958; (1890), 1,113.

}
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LAKE COUNTY,

in the extreme northeast
corner of the State, having an area of 490 square
It was
miles, and a population (1890), of 24,335.
cut off from McHenry County and separately

organized in 1839.

Pioneer

began to

settlers

Northwestern Railway, 28 miles north by west
It is the seat of Lake Forest Univera purely residence town and one of the
most beautiful suburbs of Chicago, largely inPopuliabited by families of culture and wealth.
of Chicago.
sity, is

arrive in 1839, locating chiefly along the Des
Plaines River. The Indians vacated the region

lation (1880), 877; (1890), 1.203.

the following year. The first County Commissioners (E. E. Hunter, William Brown and E. C.
Berrey) located the county-seat at Libertyville,

of learning comprising six distinct schools, viz.

but, in 1841,

was removed

it

now

to Little Fort,

Waukegan. The county derives its name from
the fact that some forty small lakes are found
within its limits. The surface is undulating and
about equally divided between sand, prairie and
second-growth timber. At Waukegan there are
several maufacturing establishments, and the
Glen Flora medicinal spring attracts many inHighland Park and Lake Forest are resivalids.
dence towns of great beauty situated on the lake
bluff, populated largely by the families of Chicago
business men.

LAKE ERIE
(See

Lake Erie

&

MISSISSIPPI RAILROAD.

He

Western Railroad.

LAKE ERIE & WESTERN RAILROAD.

Of

the 710.61 miles which constitute the entire
length of this line, only 118.6 are within Illinois.
This portion extends from the junction of the
Peoria & Pekin Union Railwaj", on the east side
of the Illinois River opposite Peoria, to the IndiIt is a single-track road of
ana State line.
About one-sixth of the line in
.standard gauge.
Illinois is level, the grade nowhere exceeding 40
feet to the mile.
The track is of 56 and 60-pound
steel

rails,

and

lightly

ballasted.

The

total

capital of the road (1898)— including .?23,680,00()

bonded debt and a

LAKE FOREST UNIVERSITY,

an institution
:

Lake Forest Academy, Ferry Hall Seminary,
Lake Forest College, Rush Medical College, Chicago College of Dental Surgery, and the Chicago
College of Law. The three first named are
located at Lake Forest, while the three profesThe
sional schools are in the city of Chicago.
college charter was granted in 1857, but the
institution was not opened until nineteen years
later, and the professional schools, which were
originally independent, were not associated until
1887.
In 1894 there were 316 undergraduates at
Lake Forest, in charge of forty instructors. During the same year there were in attendance at the
professional schools, 1,557 students, making a
total enrollment in the University of 1,873.
While the institution is affiliated with the Presbyterian denomination, the Board of Trustees is

The Academy and Seminary
the two sexes, reLake Forest College is co-educational
and organized upon the elective plan, having
seventeen departments, a certain number of
studies being required for graduation, and work
upon a major subject being required for three
years.
The schools at Lake Forest occupy fifteen
buildings, standing within a campus of sixty-five
self-perpetuating.

are preparatory schools for
spectively.

acres.

LAKE MICHIGAN,

one of the cliain of

five

float-

great northern lakes, and the largest lake lying

ing debt of SI, 479,809— was §36,034,809, or S50,708 per mile. The total earnings and income in
Illinois for 1898 were §559,743, and the total
expenditures for the same period, 8457,713.—
(History.) The main line of the Illinois Division
of the Lake Erie & Western Railroad was acquired
by consolidation, in 1880, of the Lafayette, Bloomington & Mississippi Railroad (Similes in length),

wholly within the United States. It lies between
the parallels of 41° 35' and 46' North latitude, its
length being about 335 miles. Its width varies
from 50 to 88 miles, its greatest breadth being
opposite Milwaukee. Its surface is nearly 600
feet above the sea-level and its maximum depth
is estimated at 840 feet.
It has an area of about
20,000 square miles.
It forms the eastern boundary of Wisconsin, the western boundary of the
lower ]>eniusula of Michigan and a part of the
northern boundary of Illinois and Indiana. Its
waters find their outlet into Lake Huron through
the straits of Mackinaw, at its northeast extremity, and are connected with Lake Superior by the
Sault Ste. Marie River. It contains few islands,
and these mainly in its northern part, the largest
being some fifteen miles long. The principal
rivers which empty into this lake are the Fox,

capital stock, SIO.875,000

which had been opened in 1871, with certain Ohio
and Indiana lines. In May, 1885, the line thus
formed was consolidated, without change of name,
with the Lake Erie & Mississippi Railroad, organized to build an extension of the Lake Erie &
Western from Bloomington to Peoria (48 miles).
The road was sold under foreclosure in 1886, and
the present

company

LAKE FOREST,

organized, Feb.

9,

1887.

a city in Lake County, on
station on the Chicago &

Lake Michigan, and a

IIISTORK'AL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.
Menominee, Manistee, Muskegon, Kalamazoo,
(irand and St. Josepli. Cliicago, Milwaukee,
Racine and Manitowoc are the chief cities on its
banks.

LAKE SHORE & MICHKUX SOUTHERN
RAILWAY. The main line extends from Buffalo,
111., a distance of 539 miles,
with various branches of leased and proprietary

N. Y., to Chicago,

the States of

lines located in

Michigan,

New

York and Ohio, making the mileage of lines
which 862, 1.5 are owned
by the company only U miles being in Illinois.
The total earnings and income in Illinois, in 1898,
were $453,946, and the expenditures for the same
period, §360,971.— (History.) The company was
formed in 1869, from the consolidation of the
ojjerated 1,415.G3 miles, of

—

&

Michigan Southern
Cleveland,

Painesville

Northern Indiana,

&

the

and the
The propri-

Ashtabula,

& Erie Railroad Companies.
roads have been acquired since the consoli-

Buffalo
etar3'

dation.

LAMB, James

L., pioneer

in Connellsville, Pa., Nov,

7,

merchant, was born
1800; at 13 years of

age went to Cincinnati to serve as clerk in the
store of a distant relative, came to Kaskaskia, 111.,
in 1820, and soon after engaged in mercantile
business with Thomas Mather, who had come to
Illinois

two years

earlier.

lished a .store at Chester

barrels of pork

from

Later, the firm estab-

and shipped the

Illinois to the

New

first

Orleans

market. In 1831 Mr. Lamb located in Springfield,
afterwards carrying on merchandising and porkpacking extensively also established an iron
foundry, which continued in operation imtil a few
years ago. Died, Dec. 3, 1873.
LAMB, Martha J. R. >'., magazine editor and
historian, was born (Martha Joan Reade Nash) at
Plainfield, Mass., Augast 13, 1829, received a
thorough education and, after lier marriage in
1852 to Charles A. Lamb, resided for eight years
in Chicago, 111., where she was one of the principal founders of the Home for the Friendless and
Half Orphan Asylum, and Secretary of the
Sanitary Fair of 1863. In 1860 she removed to
New York and gave her after life to literary work,
from 1883 until her death being editor of "The
Magazine of American History," besides furnishing numerous papers on historical and other subjects also putilishing some sixteen volumes, one
of her most important works being a "History of
New York City," in two volumes. She was a
member of nearly thirty historical aild other
;

;

learned societies.

Died, Jan.

2,

1893.

LAMBORX, Josiah, early lawyer and Attorney General; born in Washington County, Ky.,

;i27

and educated at Transylvania University was
Attorney-General of the State by appointment of
Governor Carlin, 1840-43, at that tinje being a
resident of Jacksonville. He is described by his
contemporaries as an able and brilliant man, but
of convivial habits and unscrupidous to such a
degree that his name was mixed up with a number of official scandals. Separated from his
family, he died of delirium tremens, at Whitehall, Greene County.
LAMOILLE, a town of Bureau County, on the
Mendota and Fulton branch of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railway, 9 miles northwest of
Mendota. It is in a farming and stock-growing
region.
The town has a bank and a newspaper.
;

Population (1880), 488;

(1890), 516.

LAMON, Ward HiU,

lawyer, was born at
Frederick County, W. Va., Jan. 6,
1828; received a common school education and
was engaged in teaching for a time also began
the study of medicine, but relinquished it for the
law. About 1847-48 he locate.l at Danville, III.,
subsequently read law with the late Judge Oliver
L. Davis, attending lectures at the Louisville
Law School, where he had Gen. John A. Logan
for a class-mate.
On admission to the bar, he
became the Danville partner of Abraham Lincoln
the partnership being in existence as early as
18.52.
In 1859 he removed to Bloomington, and,
in the Presidential campaign of 1800, was a zealous supporter of Mr. Lincoln. In February, 1861,
he was chosen by Mr. Lincoln to accompany him
to Washington, making the perilous night journey through Baltimore in Jlr. Lincoln's company.
Being a man of undoubted courage, as well as
almost giant stature, he soon received the appointment of Marshal of tlie District of Columbia,
and, in the first weeks of the new administration,
made a confidential visit to Colonel Anderson,
then in command at Fort Sumter, to secure
accurate information as to the situation there.
In May, 1861, he obtained authority to raise a
regiment, of which he was commissioned Colonel,
remaining in the field to December, when he
returned to the discharge of hij duties as Marshal
at Washington, but was absent from Washington
on the night of the assas.sination April 14, 1865.
Resigning his office after this event, he entered
into partner.ship for the practice of law with the
late Jeremiah S. Black of Penn.sylvania.
Some
years later he published the first volume of a proposed Life of Lincoln, using material which he
obtained from Mr. Lincoln's Springfield partner.
William H. Herndon. but the second volume was
never issued. His death occurred at MartinsMill Creek,

;

—

—

—
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burg,

W.

7, 1893.

from his birthplace, May
Lamon married a daughter of

Va., not far

Colonel

Judge Stephen

Logan, of Springfield.
LANARK, a city in Carroll County, 19 miles by
rail southwest of Freeport, and seven miles east
of Mount Carroll. The surrounding country is
largely devoted to grain-growing, and Lanark has
three elevators and is an important shipping
T.

Manufacturing of various descriptions is
The city lias tvs'o banks (one National
State), eight churches, a graded and high
Population
school, and a weekly newspaper.

point.

carried on.

and one

(1880), 1,198; (1890), 1,295.

LANDES,

Silas Z., ex-Congressman,

in Augusta County, Va.,

May

15, 1843.

was born
In early

and was admitted
to the bar of this State in August, 1863, and has
been in active practice at Mount Carmel since
In 1872 he was elected State's Attorney
1864.
for Wabash County, was re-elected in 1876, and

youth he removed to

Illinois,

He

represented the Sixteenth Illinois District in Congress from 1885 to 1889, being
elected on the Democratic ticket.

again in 1880.

LANDRIGAN, John, farmer and legislator, was
born in County Tipperary, Ireland, in 1833, and
brought to America at one year of age, his
parents stopping for a time in New Jersey. His
early life was spent at Lafayette, Ind. After
completing his education in the seminary there,
he engaged in railroad and canal contracting.
Coming to Illinois in 1858, he purchased a farm
near Albion, Edwards County, where he has
since resided. He has been twice elected as a
Democrat to the House of Representatives (1868
and "74) and twice to the State Senate (1870
and '96), and has been, for over twenty years,
a member of the State Agricultural Society
for four years

of the Board,

that

of

time being President

and some sixteen years Vice-Presi-

LANE, Albert

was born in
and educated

(Jrannis, educator,

111.,

March

15,

1841,

in the public schools, graduating with the first
He
class from the Chicago High School in 1858.

immediately entered upon the business of teaching as Principal, but, in 1869, was elected Superintendent of Schools for Cook County. After
three years' service as cashier of a bank, he was
elected County Superintendent, a second time, in
1877, and regularly every four j'ears thereafter
until 1890.
In 1891 he was chosen Superintendent of Schools for the city of Chicago, to fill the
vacancy caused by the resignation of Superintendent Howland a position which he continued
to fill until the appointment of E, B, Andrews,

—

when he became

First Assistant

LANE, Edward, ex-Congressman, was born
Cleveland, Ohio,

March

27,

1843,

resident of Illinois at the age of

in

and became a

16.

After receiv-

ing an academic education he studied law and
was admitted to the Illinois bar in February,
Since then he has been a successful prac1865.
From 1869 to 1873 he served
titioner at Hillsboro.
as County Judge. In 1886 he was the successful
Democratic candidate for Congress from the
Seventeenth Illinois District and re-elected for
three successive terms, but was defeated by
Frederick Remann (Republican) in 1894, and
again by W. F. L. Hadley, at a special election, in
1895, to fill the vacancy caused by the death of
Mr. Remann.
LANPHIER, Charles H., journaUst, was born
at Alexandria, Va., April 14, 1830; from 4 years
of age lived in "Washington City in 1836 entered
the office as an apprentice of "The State Register" at Vandalia, 111., (then owned by his brotherLater, the paper was
in-law, William AValters).
removed to Springfield, and Walters, having^
enlisted for the Mexican war in 1846, died at St.
Lanphier, having
Louis, en route to the field.
thus succeeded to the management, and, finally,
was elected
the
paper,
proprietorship
of
the
to
public printer at the next session of the Legislature, and, in 1847, took into partnership George
Walker, who acted as editor until 1858. Mr. Lanphier continued the publication of the paper until
During the war he
1863, and then sold out.
was one of the State Board of Army Auditors
appointed by Governor Yates; was elected
Circuit Clerk in 1864 and re-elected in 1868,
and, in 1873, was Democratic candidate for
County Treasurer but defeated with the rest of
;

his party.

LARCOM,

dent.

Cook County,

Superintendent,
Superintendent.

Lucy, author and teacher, born at

Mass., in 1826; attended a grammar
school and worked in a cotton mill at Lowell,
becoming one of the most popular contributors to

Beverly,

"The Lowell Offering," a magazine conducted by
the factory girls, thereby winning the acquaintance and friendship of the poet Whittier. In
1846 she came to Illinois and, for three years, was
a student at Montieello Female Seminary, near
Alton, meanwhile teaching at intervals in the
Returning to Massachusetts she taught
vicinity.
"Our Young
which she was editor until 1874. Her
and prose, have taken a
high rank for their elevated literary and moral
for six years; in 1865" established

Folks, " of

books, both poetical
tone.

Died, in Boston, April

17, 1893.
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LARXED,

EilT^ard Channing, lawyer,

July

in Providence, R.

I.,

Brown University

in 1840

14,

was born

1820; graduated at

wa.s Professor of

Mathematics one year in Kemper College, Wis., then
studied law and, in 1847, came to Chicago. He
was an earnest opponent of slavery and gained
considerable deserved celebrity by a speech
which he delivered in 1851, in opposition to the
fugitive slave law.

Abraham Lincoln

;

He was

and, in 1800,

a

warm

friend of

made speeches

in

was an active member of the Union
Defense Committee of Chicago during the war,
and, in 1861, was appointed by Mr. Lincoln
his support;

United States District Attorney of the Northern
District of Illinois, but compelled to resign by
failing health.
Being absent in Europe at the
time of the flre of 1871, he returned immediately
and devoted his attention to the work of the
Relief and Aid Societ)'. Making a second visit to
Europe in 187'3-73, he wrote many letters for the
press, also doing much other literary work in
spite of declining health.
Died at Lake Forest,
111., September, 1884.
LA SALLE, a city in La Salle County, 99 miles
southwest of Chicago, situated on the Illinois
River and the Illinois & Michigan Canal, and a
center for three trunk lines of railroad, which
Bituminous coal abounds and is
intersect there.
extensively mined. Zinc smelting is a leading
industry, as also the manufacture of glass and
hydraulic cement. Large quantities of ice are
annually cut from the river and shipped south.
It is connected with Peru (one mile west) by an
electric railway. Population (1880), 7,847; (1890),
9,855; (189-2), 11,920.

LA SALLE, Reni Robert Cavelier, Sieur de,
a famous explorer, born at Rouen, France, in
1643; entered the Jesuit order, but conceiving
that he had mistaken his vocation, came to
America in 1666. He obtained a grant of land
about the Lachine Rapids of the St. Lawrence,
above Montreal. It was probably his intention
to settle there as a grand seigneur; but, becoming
interested in stories told him by some Seneca
Indians, he started two years later in ijuest of a
great waterway, which he believed led to the
South Sea (Pacific Ocean) and afforded a short
route to China. He passed through Lake Ontario,
and is believed to have discovered the Ohio. The
claim that he reached the Illinois River at this
time has been questioned. Having re-visited
France in 1677 he was given a patent of nobility
and extensive land-grants in Canada. In 1679 he
visited the Northwest and explored the great
lakes, finally reaching the head of Lake Michi-

gan and erecting a fort near the mouth of the St.
Joseph River. From there he made a portage to
the Illinois, which he descended early in 1680 to
Lake Peoria, where he began the erection of a
fort to which, in consequence of the misfortunes
attending the expedition, was given the name of
Creve-Co?ur. Returning from here to Canada for
supplies, in the following fall he again appeared
in Illinois, but found his fort at Lake Peoria a
ruin and his followers, whom he had left there,
gone. Compelled again to return to Canada, in
the latter part of 1681 he .set out on his third
expedition to Illinois, and making the portage by
way of the Chicago and Des Plaines Rivers,
reached "Starved Rock," near the present city of
Ottawa, where his lieutenant, Tonty, had already
begun the erection of a fort. In 1682, accompanied by Tonty, he descended the Illinois and
Mississippi Rivers, reaching the Gulf of Mexico on
April 9. He gave the region the name of Louisiana.
In 1683 he again returned to France and
was commissioned to found a colony at the mouth
of the Mississippi, which
he unsuccessfully
attempted to do in 1684, the expedition finally
landing about Matagorda Bay in Texas. After
other fruitless attempts (death and desertions
having seriously reduced the number of his colonists), while attempting to reach Canada, he was
murdered by his companions near Trinity River
in the present State of Texas, March 19, 1687.
Another theory regarding La Salle's ill-starred
Texas expedition is, that he intended to establish
a colony west of the Mississippi, with a view to
contesting with the Spaniards for the possession
of that region, but that the French government
failed to give him the support whicli had been
promised, leaving him to his fate.
LA SALLE COU>'Ty, one of the wealthiest
counties in the northeastern section, being second
in size and in population in the State
It was
organized in 1831, and has an area of 1,152 square
miles; population (1S90), 80,798.
The history of
this region dates

back to

1675,

when

Slarciuette

established a mission at an Indian village on the

River aljout where Utica now stands,
eight miles west of Ottawa. La Salle (for whom
the county is named) erected a fort here in 1682,
which was. for many years, the headquarters for
French missionaries ami traders. Later, the
Illinois Indians
were well-nigh exterminated
by starvation, at the same point, which has become famous in Western history as "Starved
Rock." The surface of the county is undulating and slopes toward the Illinois River.
The
soil is rich, and timber abounds on the bluffs and
Illinois

;
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along the streams. Water is easily procured.
Four beds of coal underlie the entire county, and
good building stone is quarried at a depth of 150
to 200 feet. Excellent hydraulic cement is made
from the calciferous deposit, Utica being espeThe Fir.st Americially noted for this industry.
can settlers came about tlie time of Captain Long's
The Illinois &
canal
route
(1816).
survey of a
Michigan Canal was located by a joint corps of
1830.
(See Illiin
engineers
National
State and
nois & Michigan Canal.) During the Black
Hawk War, La Salle County was a prominent
base of military operations.

LATHROP,

William, lawyer and Congressin Genesee County, N. Y., April
education was acquired in
His
early
17,
the common schools. Later he read law and was
admitted to the bar, commencing practice in
1851, making his home in Central New York until
In 1856 he represented
his removal to Illinois.
the Rockford District in the lower house of the
General Assembly, and, in 1876, was elected, as a
Republican, to represent the (then) Fourth Illi-

man, was born
183,5.

nois District in Congress.
LA VANTUM, the name given, in the latter
part of the seventeenth century, to the principal
village of the Illinois Indians, situated on the
Illinois River, near the present town of Utica, in

La

(See Stan-ed Bock.)
Salle County.
LAWLER, Frank, was born at Rochester,
N. Y., June 25, 1842. His first active occupation
was as a news-agent on railroads, which business
he followed for three years. He learned tlie
trade of a shipcalker, and was elected to the

Presidency of the

Ship-Carpenters' and

Ship-

Calkers' Association. While yet a young man he
Chicago and, in 1869, was appointed to

settled in

a clerical position in the postoffice in that city
later, served as a letter-carrier, and as a member
of the City Council (1876-84). In 1884 he was
elected to Congress from the Second District,

which he represented in tliat body for three ouccessive terms. While serving his last year in
Congress (1890) he was an unsuccessful candidate
on the Democratic ticket for Slieriff of Cook
County; in 1893 was an unsuccessful applicant
for the Chicago postmastership, was defeated as
an Independent-Democrat for Congress in 1894,
but, in 1895, was elected Alderman for the Nineteenth

Ward

of the city of Chicago.

Died, Jan.

17, 1896.

LAWLER,

(Gen.)

Michael

K., soldier,

was

born in County Kildare, Ireland, Nov. 16, 1814,
brought to the United States in 1816, and, in 1819,
to Gallatin County, 111., where his father began

The younger Lawler early evinced a

farming.

military taste by organizing a military company
in 1842, of which he served as Captain three or
four years. In 1846 he organized a company for the

Mexican War, which was attached to the Third
Regiment Illinois Volunteers (Colonel Forman's),
and, at the end of its term of enlistment, raised
a company of cavalry, with which he served
to the end of the war — in all, seeing two and
He then resumed the
a lialf years" service.
peaceful life of a farmer but, on the breaking
;

out of the rebellion, again gave proof of his patriotism b}' recruiting the Eighteenth Illinois Volunteer Infantry tlie first regiment organized in
of which
tlie Eigliteenth Congressional District
he was commissioned Colonel, entering into the
three years" service in May, 1861. His regiment
took part in most of the early engagements in
Western Kentucky and Tennessee, including the

—

—

capture of Fort Donelson, where it lost heavily,
Colonel Lawler liimself being severely wounded.
Later, he

was

in

command,

for

some time,

at

Jackson, Tenn.. and, in November, 1862, was commissioned Brigadier-General "for gallant and
meritorious service.'" He was also an active
participant in the operations against Vicksburg,
and was thanked on the field by General Grant
for his service at the battle of Big Black, pronounced by Charles A. Dana (then Assistant
Secretary of War) "one of the most splendid
exploits of the war.
After the fall of Vicksburg
he took part in the siege of Jackson, Miss. and
in tlie campaigns on the Teche and Red River, and
in Texas, also being in command, for six months,
In March, 1865, he was
;it Baton Rouge,
La.
brevetted Major-General, and mustered out,
January. 1866, after a service of four years and
seven months. He then returned to his Gallatin
County farm, where he died, July 26, 1882.
"

'

,

LAWLER, Thomas

ComG., soldier and
of the Grand Army of the
was born in Liverpool, Eng., April
was brought to Illinois by liis parents

mander-in-Cliief

Republic,
7,

1844;

in childhood, and, at 17 years of age, enlisted

the Nineteenth Illinois Volunteers, serving first as a private, then as Sergeant, later
being elected First Lieutenant, and (although
not mustered in, for two months) during the
Atlanta campaign being in command of his company, and placed on the roll of honor by order of
General Rosecrans. He participated in every
battle in which his regiment was engaged, and.
at the battle of Missionary Ridge, was the first
man of his command over the enemy's works.
After the war he became prominent as an officer
in

•
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of the Illinois Xatioiial (luanl. oisaiiiziuK thi'
Rockford Rifles, in lST(i. and serving as Colonel of
the Third Regiment for seven years; was aplK)inted Postmaster at Rockford by President
Hayes, but removed by Cleveland in 1S85; reappointed by Harrison anil again disjilaced on the
accession of Cleveland. He was one of tlie
organizers of O. L. Xevius Post, G. A. R., of
wliich he served as Commander twenty -six years

was

in 1883

elected

Department Commander

for

the State of Illinois and. in 1894. Commander-inChief, serving one vear.

LAWREXCE, Cliarl.'s 1J„ jurist, was bnrn at
ergennet Vt.. I)e.
After tw.
spent at Midillel)ury College, he entered the
junior class at Unitm College, graduating from
the latter in 1841. He devoted two years to
teaching in Alal)iinia. anil began reading law at
Cincinnati in 184:5. completing his studies at St.
Louis, where lie was admitted to the bar and
began practice in 1844. The following year he
removed to Quincy. 111., where he was a prominent practitioner for ten years.
The years
1856-.58 he spent in foreign travel, with the primarj' object of restoring his impaired health. On
his return home he began farming in Warren
County, with the same end in view. In 1861 he
accepted a nomination to the Circuit Court bench
and was elected without opposition. Before the
expiration of his term, in 18fi4. he was elected a
Justice of the Illinois Supreme Court for the
Northern Grand Division, and, in 1870, became
Chief Justice. At this time his home was at
Galesburg. Failing of a re-election in 1873, he
removed to Chicago, and at once became one of
the leaders of the Cook Countj- bar. Although
l>ersistently urged bj' personal and political
friends, to permit his name to lie iLsed in connection with a vacancy on the bench of the United
States

Supreme Court,

lie

steadfastlj- declined.

In 1877 he received the votes of the Republicans
in the State Legislature for United States Senator
against David Davis, who was elected.
Decatur, Ala.. April 9, I8S3.

Died, at

and named for Commodore Lawrence. In
area was 360 sijuare miles, and its population. 14,693. The first English speaking settlers
seem to have emigrated from the colony at Vin1821,

its

cennes, Ind.

St. Francisville, in

productive.

—

(1890).

sfi.-).

L.VWSOX, Victor P., journalist ami newspaper
was born in Chicago, of Scandinavian

proprietor,

parentage. Sept

After graduating at the
9, 1850.
Chicago High School, he prosecuted his studies
Academy, Andover, Mass., and at
Harvard University. In August, 1876, he purchased an interest in "The Chicago Daily News,"
being for some time a partner of Melville E.
Stone, but became sole proprietor in 1888, publishing
morning and evening editions. He
reduced the price of the morning edition to one
cent, and changed its name to "The Chicago
Record." He has always taken a deep interest
in the cause of popular education, and, in 1888,
established a fund to provide for the distribution
of medals among public school children of Chiat Phillips

cago, the

award

to be

made upon the

the southeast-

history.

LEBANON, a city in St. Clair County, situated
on Silver Creek, and on the Baltimore & Ohio
Southwestern Railroad, 11 miles northeast of
Belleville and 24 miles east of St. Louis.
It is
located in an agricultural and coal-mining region,
and has various descriptions of manufacture.s, the

being flouringa distillery, a brewery, a planing-mill. and

chief industrial establishments

ern portion, and Allison prairie, in the northeast,
were favored by the American pioneers. Settle-

a manufactory of farming implements.

ment was more or

also has a bank, eiglit churches

less

desultory

tintil

basis of

comparative excellence in the preparation of
topics connected with American

essays upon

LAWREXCE COl'MV, one of the ea.stern
counties in the "'southern tier," originally a part
of Edwards, but separated from the latter in
1890

of ISVJ.
Game was abundant and the soil
About a dozen negro families found
homes, in 1819, near Lawrenceville, and a Shaker
colony was established about Charlottesville the
same year. Among the best remembered pioneers are the families of Lautermann. Chubb,
Kincaid, Buchanan and Laus the latter having
come from South Carolina.
ToussJiint Dubois,
a Frenchman and father of Jesse K. Dubois, State
Auditor (1857-64), was a large land proprietor at
an early day. and his house was first utilized as a
court hou.se. Tlie county is richer in historic
associations than in populous towns.
Lawrenceville. the county-seat, was credited with
865
inhabitants by the census of 1890. St. Francisville and Sumner are flourishing towns.
LAWRENCEVILLE, the county-seat of Lawrence Coimt.v. is situated on the Embarras River,
at tlie intersection of the Baltimore & Ohio Southwestern and the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago
& St. Louis Railways. 9 miles west of Vincennes,
Ind., and 139 miles east of St. Louis.
It has a
court house, tliree churches, a graded school and
two weekly newspapers. Population (1880), 514;

War

after the

mills,

The city

and a newspaper,

)

;
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War of the Revolution, being present at
the surrender of Cornwallis at Yorktown in 1781

the seat of McKendree College, chartered
Population
(See McKendree College.)
in 1834.

in the

(1880), 1,934; (1890), 1,636.

in 1786

LEE COUNTY, one of the third tier of counties
south of the Wisconsin State line; named for
Richard Henry Lee of Revolutionary fame area,
740 square miles; population (1890), 26,187. It
was cut off from Ogle County, and separately
organized in 1839. In 1840 the population was
but little over 3,000. Charles F. Ingals, Nathan
R. Whitney and James P. Dixon were the first
County-Commissioners. Agriculture is the principal pursuit, although stone quarries are found
here and there, notably at Ashton. The countyseat is Dixon, where, in 1828, one Ogee, a halfbreed, built a cabin and established a ferry across
In 1830, John Dixon, of New
the Rock River
York, purchased Ogee's interest for $1,800. Settlement and progress were greatly retarded by
the Black Hawk War, but immigration fairly set
The first court house was built in
in in 1838
1840, and the same year the United States Land
Office was removed from Galena to Dixon, Colo.,
John Dement, an early pioneer, being appointed
Receiver. Dixon was incorporated as a city in
1859, and. in 1890, had a population of 5,161.

New

and

is

;

LEGISLATIVE

APPORTIOIVMEiNT.

(See

Apportionment, Legislative.
LEGISLATURE. (See General Assemblies.)
LELAND, a village of La Salle County, on the
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railway, 29 miles
southwest of Aurora. Population (1890), 554.
LELAND, Edwin S., lawyer and Judge, was
born at Denuysville, Me., August 28, 1812, and
admitted to the bar at Dedham, Mass., in 1834.
In 1835 he removed to Ottawa, III, and, in 1839,
to Oregon, Ogle County, where he practiced for
four years.
Returning to Ottawa in 1843, he
rapidly rose in his profession, until, in 1853, he
was elected to the Circuit Court bench to fill the
unexpired term of Judge T. Lyle Dickey, who
had resigned. In 1866 Governor Oglesby appointed him Circuit Judge to fill the unexpired

term of Judge

Hollister.

He was

elected

by

popular vote in 1867, and re-elected in 1873, being
assigned to the Appellate Court of the Second

He was

District in 1877.

prominently identified

with the genesis of the Republican party, whose
tenets he zealously championed.
He was also

prominent in local affairs, having been elected
the first Republican Mayor of Ottawa (1856),
President of tlie Board of Education and County
Treasurer.

Died, June, 24, 1889.

LEMEN, James, Sr., pioneer, was
eley County, Va. Nov.
,

30,

1760

;

born in Berkserved as a soldier

came to Illinois, settling at the village of
Design, near the present site of Waterloo, in

Monroe County. He was a man of enterprise
and sterling integrity, and ultimately became the
head of one of the most prominent and influential
families in Southern Illinois.
He is said to have
been the first person admitted to the Baptist
Church by immersion in Illinois, finally becoming
a minister of that denomination. Of a family of
eight children, four of his sons became ministers.
Mr. Lemen's prominence was indicated by the

was approached by Aaron Burr, with
rewards for his influence in founding that ambitious schemer's projected Southwestern Empire, but
the
proposals
were
indignantly rejected and the scheme denounced.
Died, at Waterloo, Jan. 8, 1833.— Robert (Lemen),
oldest son of the preceding, was born in Berkeley
County, V^a., Sept. 25, 1783; came with his father
to Illinois, and, after his marriage, settled in St.
Clair County.
He held a commission as magistrate and, for a time, was United States Marshal
for Illinois under the administration of John
fact that he

offers of large

Quincy Adams. Died in Ridge Prairie, St. Clair
County, August 24, I860.— Rev. Joseph (Lemen),
the second son, was born in Berkeley County,
Va., Sept. 8, 1785, brought to Illinois in 1786, and,
on reaching manhood, married Mary Kinney, a
daughter of Rev. William Kinney, who afterwards became Lieutenant-Governor of the State.
Joseph Lemen settled in Ridge Prairie, in the
northern part of St. Clair County, and for many

years supplied the pulpit of the Bethel Baptist
church, which had been founded in 1809 on the
principle of opposition to human slavery. His
death occurred at his home, June 29, 1861. Kev.
James (Lemen), Jr., the third son, was born in
Monroe County, 111., Oct. 8, 1787; early united
with the Baptist Church and became a minister
assisting in the ordination of his father, whose
sketch stands at the head of this article. He

—

—

served as a Delegate from St. Clair County in the
first State Constitutional Convention (1818), and as
Senator in the Second, Fourth and Fifth General
Assemblies. He also preached extensively in
Illinois, Missouri,

and Kentucky, and

assisted in

many

churches, although his
Mr. Lemen
was the second child of American parents born in
Illinois Enoch Moore being the first.
Died,

the organization of

labors were chiefly within his own.

—

8, 1870.— William (Lemen), the fourth son.
born in Monroe County, 111., in 1791; served as a
soldier in the Black Hawk War.
Died in Monroe

Feb.
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County,

in

1857— Rev. Josiah (Lemen),

the

born in Monroe County, 111.. August 15,
was a Baptist preacher. Died near Duquoin, July 11, 1867.— Kev. Moses (Lemen), the
sixth son, born in Monroe County, III., in 1797;
became a Baptist minister early in life, served as
Representative in the Sixth General Assembly
(1828-30) for Monroe Count}-.
Died, in Montgomfifth son,

1794;

ery County, 111. Marcli 5, 1859.
LEMOXT, a city in Cook County, 25 miles
southwest of Chicago, on tlie Des Plaiiies River
and the Chicago & Alton Railroad. A thick vein
of Silurian limestone (Athens marble) is exten,

sively quarried here, constituting the chief in-

dustry.

Owing to the number of industrial
Lemont is at times the temporary
number of workmen. The popu-

enterprises,

home

of a large

lation

is

The city lias a bank,
two weekly papers and a public
and concrete works are

constantly shifting.

five churches,

school.

operated

Aluminum
there.

Population

of

the

township

(1880), 3,798; (1890), 5,.539.

LE MOTNE, John

ei-Congressman, was
born in Wasliington County, Pa., in 1828, and
graduated from Washington College, Pa., in
1847.
He studied law at Pittsburg, where he was
admitted to the bar in 1852. He at once removed
to Chicago, wliere lie continued a permanent
resident and active practitioner. In 1872 he was
a candidate for Congress on the Liberal Republican ticket, but was defeated by Charles B. Farwell, Republican.
In 1874 he was again a
candidate against Mr. Farwell. Both claimed
the election, and a contest ensued which was
decided by the House in favor of Mr. Le Moyne.
LENA, a village in Stephenson County, on the
Illinois Central Railroad, 13 miles northwest of
V.,

Freeport and 38 miles east of Galena. It is in a
farming and dairying district, but has manufacand shoes, sash and blinds, carThere are also six
riages, and a foundry.
churches, banks and a newspaper.
Population
tories of boots

(1880), 1,520:

(1890), 1,270.

LEONARD, Edward F., Railway President,
was born in Connecticut in 1836; graduated from
Union College, N. Y., was admitted to the bar
and came to Springfield. 111., in 1858: served for

LEROY, a city in McLean County, 15 miles
southwest of Bloomington. It has banks, several
churches, a graded school and a plow factory.
Two weekly papers are published there. Population (1880), 1,068; (1890), 1,258.

LEVERETT, Washington and Warren,

edu-

twin-brothers, whose

were

cators and

careers

born at Brookline, Mass., Dec.
19, 1805, and passed their boyliood on a farm; in
1827 began a preparatory course of study under
an elder brother at Roxbury, Mass., entered
Brown University as freshmen, the next year, and
graduated in 1832. Warren, being in bad health,
spent the following winter in South Carolina,
afterwards engaging in teaching, for a time, and
in study in Newton Theological Seminary, while
Washington served as tutor two years in his
Alma Mater and in Columbian College in Washington, D. C, tlien took a course at Newton,
graduating there in 1836. The same year he
accepted the chair of Mathematics in Shurtleff
College at Upper Alton, remaining, witli slight
strikingly similar

:

Warren, after sulTering
from hemorrhage of the lungs, same west in the
fall of 1837, and, after teaching for a few months

interruption, until 1808.

Bond County, in 1839 joined his
brother at Shurtleff College as Principal of the
preparatory department, subsequently
being
advanced to the chair of Ancient Languages,
which he continued to occupy until June, 1868,
when he retired in the same year with his brother.
After resigning he established himself in the book
business, which was continued until his death,
Nov. 8, 1872. Washington, the surviving brother,
continued to be a member of the Board of Trustees of Shurtleff College, and to discharge the
duties of Librarian and Treasurer of the institution.
Died, Dec. 13, 1889.
at Greenville,

LEWIS INSTITUTE, an educational institution based upon a bequest of Allen C. Lewis, in
the city of Chicago, e.stablished in 1895. It maintains departments in law, the classics, preparatory studies and manual training, and owns
property valued at .51.600,000, with funds and

several years as clerk in the office of the State

endowment amounting to .$1,100,000. No report
is made of the number of pupils.
LEWIS, John H., ex-Congressman, was born
in Tompkins County, N. Y., July 21, 1830.

Auditor, was afterwards connected with the construction of the "St. Louis Short Line" (now a

to

part of the Illinois Central Railway), and was
private secretary of Governor CuUom during his

term. For several years lie has been President of the Toledo, Peoria & Western Railroad,
with headquarters at Peoria.
first

When

accompanied his parents
where he attended the
was admitted to the
bar in 1860. The same year lie was elected Clerk
of the Circuit Court of Knox County. In 1874 he
was elected to the lower house of the General
Assembly, and, in 1880. was the successful Repubsix years old he

Knox County,

111.,

public schools, read law, and

;

:
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from the old Ninth
In 1883, he was a candidate for refrom the same district (then the Tenth),
but was defeated by Nicholas E. Worthington,
his Democratic opponent.
lican candidate for Congress
District.

election

LEWISTOWN, the county -seat of Fulton
County, located on two lines of railway, fifty
miles southwest of Peoria and sixty miles northwest of Springfield. It contains flour and sawmills,
carriage
and
wagon,
can-making,
duplex-scales and evener factories, six churches
and four newspapers, one issuing a daily edition
also excellent public schools.
Population (1880),
1.771; (1890), 3,166.

LEXINGTON, a town in McLean County, on
& Alton Railroad, 110 miles south of
Chicago and 16 miles northeast of Bloomington.
The surrounding region is agricultural and stockthe Chicago

and the town has a flourishing trade in
horses and other live-stock. Tile is manufactured
raising,

here, and the town has two banks, five churches,
a high school and a weekly newspaper. Popula-

tion (1880), 1,354; (1890), 1,187.

LIBEETYVILLE, a village of Lake County, at
the terminus of a spur of the Milwaukee Division
of the Chicago, Jlilwaukee & St. Paul Railway, 36
miles north-northwest of Chicago. The region
is

agricultural.

weekly paper.

The town has a bank and a
Population (1880), 695; (1890),

550.

LIBRAKIES. (Statistical. )— A report of the
Commissioner of Education for 1895-96, on the
subject of "Public, Society and School Libraries
in the United States," presents some approximate
statistics of libraries in the several States,

based
librarians, so far as they
could be obtained in reply to inquiries sent out
from the Bureau of Education in Washington.
As shown by the statistical tables embodied in
this report, there were 348 libraries in Illinois
reporting 300 volumes and over, of which 134
belonged to the smallest class noted, or those containing less than 1,000 volumes. The remaining
214 were divided into the following classes

upon the reports of

Containing 300,000 and

less

than

500, 000

volumes

1
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it is

destined, in the course of a

few

years, to be

reckoned one of the leading libraries of its class
in the United States, as it is one of the most

modern and carefully selected.
The Newberry and Chicago Historical Society
Libraries fill an important place for reference puron historical subjects.
A tardy
beginning has been made in building up a State
Historical Library in Springfield; but, owing to
poses, especially

the indifference of the Legislature and the meager
support it has received, the State wliich was, for
nearly a hundred years, the theater of the most
important events in the development of the Mississippi Valley, has, as yet, scarcely accomplished

anything worthy of

name in collecting and
of its own history.

its

preserving the records
In point of historical origin, next to the Illinois
State Library, which dates from tlie admission
of the State into the Union in 1818, the oldest
library in the State is that of the McCormick
Theological Seminary, which is set down as having had its origin in 182.'), though this occurred
in another State.
The early State College Libraries follow next in chronological order: Shurtleff College, at Upper Alton, 1827
Illinois College,
;

Jacksonville.

at

1829;

McKendree

College,

at

Lebanon, 1834; Rockford College, 1849; Lombard
University, at Galesburg, 1859. In most cases,
however, these are simply the dates of the establishment of the institution, or the period at which
instruction began to be given in tlie school which
finally developed into the college.

The school library is constantly becoming a
more important factor in the liberal education of
the youth of the State. Adding to this the "Illinois Pupils" Reading Circle," organized by the
State Teachers' Association some ten years ago,

but

in the experimental stage,

and the sysset on foot at a later
a constant tendency to enlarge
the range of popular reading and bring the public
library, in some of its various forms, within the
reach of a larger class.
still

tem of "traveling libraries,"
period, there

is

The Free Public Library Law of

—The

Illinois.

following history and analysis of the Free

PubUc Library Law

of Illinois

is

contributed, for

the "Historical Encyclopedia," by E. S. Wilcox.
Librarian of the Peoria Public Library
The Library Law passed by the Legislature
of Illinois in 1872 was the first broadly planned,
comprehensive and complete Free Public Library Law placed on the statute book of any
State in the Union. It is true. New Hampshire, in
1849,
and Massachusetts, in 1851,
had taken steps in this direction, with three or
four brief sections of laws, permissive in their

character rather than directive, but lacking the
vitalizing qualities of our lllincis law. in that
they provided no sutticit^ntly specific working

method — no

sailing directions

— lor

starting

and

administering sucli free jmblic libraries. They
seem to have had no influence on subsecjuent
library legislation, while, to quote the language
of Mr. Fletcher in his "Public Libraries in
America," "the wi.sdom of the Illinois law, in tliis
regard, is probably the reason why it has been so
widely copied in other States.
By this law of 1873 Illinois placed herself at the
head of her sister States in encouraging the
spread of general intelligence among the people
'

within less than five years after her admission to
the Union, Dec. 3, 1818— that is. at the first session of her Third General Assembly a general
Act was passed and approved, Jan. 31, 1823,
entitled
"An act to incorporate such persons as
may associate for the purpose of procuring and
erecting public libraries in this State," with the
following preamble

—

:

•

state, by associating for procurinR and erectiiiK
libraries: and, whereas, it is of tlie utmost importance to
tlie iml)lic that tlie .sources of information should be inulti
plied, and institutions for that purpose encouraged and pro-

moted: Seel. Be

it

enacted," etc.

Then follow ten sections, covering five and a
half pages of the published laws of that session,
giving explicit directions as to the organizing
and maintaining of such Associations, with provisions as enlightened and liberal as we could ask
for to-day. The libraries contemplated in this act
are, of course, subscription libraries, the only
kind known at that time, free public librarie"s
supported by taxation not having come into
vogue in that early day.
It is the one vivifying quality of the Illinois
law of 1872, that it showed how to start a free
public library, how to manage it when started
and how to provide it with the necessary funds.
It furnished a 'full and minute set of sailing
directions for the ship it launched, ami. moreover,
was not loaded down with useless limitations.

—

With a few exceptions notably tlie Boston
Public Library, working imder a special charter,
and an occasional endowed library, like the Astor
Library—all public libraries in those days were
subscription libraries, like the great Mercantile
Libraries of New York, St. Louis and Cincinnati,
with dues of from S3 to 810 from each member
per year. With dues at S4 a year, our Peoria
Mercantile Library, at its best, never had over
280 members in any one year.
Compare this with
our present pulilic membersliip of 6, .500, and it
^yiIl be seen that some kind of a free pubhc
library law was needed. That was the conclusion I, as one of the Directors of the Peoria Mercantile Library, came to in 1869.
We had tried
every expedient for years, in the way of lecture
courses, concerts, .spelling matches, "Drummer
Boy of Shiloh," and begging, to increase our
membership and revenue. So far, and no farther,
seemed to be the rule with all subscription
libraries.
They did not reach the masses wli..
needed them most. And, for this manifest rea-

:
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the necessary cost of annual dues stood in
way the women and young people who
wanted something to read, who thirsted for
knowledge, and who are the principal patrons of
the free public library to-day, did not hold the
family purse-strings; while the men, who did
hold the purse-strings, did not particularly care

son
the

:

;

for books.
It was my experience, derived as a Director in
the Peoria Mercantile Library when it was still a
small, struggling subscription library, that suggested the need of a State law authorizing cities
and towns to tax themselves for the support of
public libraries, as they already did for the support of public schools. When, in 1870, I
submitted the plan to some of my friends, they
pronounced it Quixotic the people would never
consent to pay taxes for libraries. To which I
replied, that, until sometime in the "50's, we

—

had no

free public schools in this State.
I then drew up the form of a law, substantially
as it now stands; and, after submitting it to
Justin Winsor, then of the Boston Public Library William F. Poole, then in Cincinnati, and
William T. Harris, then in St. Louis, I placed it
in the hands of my friend. Mr. Samuel Caldwell,
in December, 1870, who took it with him to
Springfield, promising to do what he could to get
it through the Legislature, of which he was a
member from Peoria. The bill was introduced
by Jlr. Caldwell, March 23, 1871, as House bill
No. 563, and as House bill No. 563 it finally
received the Governor's signature and became a
law, March 7, 1872.
The essential features of our Illinois law are
/.
The power of initiative in starting a free
public library lies in the City Coiincil. and not in
an appeal to the voters of the city at a general
;

election.
It is a weak point in the English public libraries act that this initiative is left to the electors or
voters of a city, and, in several London and provincial districts, the proposed law has been

repeatedly voted down by the very people it was
most calculated to benefit, froni fear of a little
extra taxation.
//. The amount of tax to be levied is permissive,
not mandatory.
We can trust to the public spirit of our city
authorities, supported by an intelligent public
sentiment, to provide for the library needs. A
mandatory law, requiring the levying of a certain
fixed percentage of the city's total assessment,
might invite extravagance, as it has in several
instances wherq a mandatory law is in force.
III. Tlie Library Board han e.rclusive control of
library appropriations.
This is to be interpreted that Public Library
Boards are separate and distinct departments of
the city administration; and experience has
shown that they are as capable and honest in
handling money as School Boards or City
Councils.

IV. Library Boards consist of nine members to
serve for three years.
V. The members of the Board are appointed by
the Mayor, subject to the approval of the City
Council, from the citizens at large with reference
to their fitness for such office.

VI. An annual report is to be made by the
to the City Council, stating the condition
of their trust on the first day of June of each

Board

year.
This,

with slight modifications adapting it to
towns and townships, is, in substance,
the Free Public Library Law of Illinois. Under
its beneficent operation flourishing free public
libraries have been established in the principal
slowly, at first,
cities and towns of our State
but, of late years, more rapidly as their usefulness
has become apparent.
No argument is now needed to show the importance the imperative necessity of the widest
possible diffusion of intelligence among the people
of a free State.
Knowledge and ignorance the
one means civilization, the other, barbarism.
Give a man the taste for good books and the
means of gratifying it, and you can hardly fail of
making him a better, happier man and a wiser
citizen.
You place him in contact with the best
society in every period of history you set before
him nobler examples to imitate and safer paths
villages,

—

—

—

—

;

to follow.

We have no way of foretelling how many and
great benefits will accrue to society and the
in the future, from the comparatively
modern introduction of the free public library
into our educational system
but when some
how

State,

;

youthful

Abraham

Lincoln, poring over .,^sop's

Fables, Weems' Life of Washington and a United
States History, by the flickering light of a pineknot in a log-cabin, rises at length to be the hope
and bulwark of a nation, then we learn what the
world may owe to a taste for books. In the general spread of intelligence through our free
schools, our free press and our free libraries, lies
our only hope that our free American institutions
shall not decay and perish from the earth.

LIEUTENANT-GOVERNORS OF ILLINOIS.
The

office of Lieutenant-Go%'ernor, created by the
Constitution of 1818, has been retained in each of
the subsequent Constitutions, being elective by
the people at the same time with that of Gov-

ernor.
The following is a list of the LieutenantGovernors of the State, from the date of its
admission into the LTuiou to the present time
(1899), with the date and length of each incumbent's term; Pierre Menard, 1818-22; Adolphus
Frederick Hubbard, 1822-26; William Kinney,
1826-30; Zadoc Casey, 1830-33; William Lee D.
Ewing (succeeded to the oflfice as President of the
Senate), 1833-34; Alexander M. Jenkins, 1834-36;
William H. Davidson (as President of the
Senate), 1836-38; Stinson H. Anderson, 1838-42;
John Moore, 1842-46; Joseph B. Wells, 1846-49;
William McMurtry, 1849-53; Gustavus Koerner,
1858-57; John Wood, 1857-60; Thomas A. Marshall (as President of the Senate), Jan. 7-14, 1861;
Francis A. Hoffman, 1861-65; William Bross,
1865-69;
John Dougherty, 1869-78; John L.
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Beveridge. Jan. 13-23. 1873; John Early (as
President of the Senate). 1873-7.5; Archihald A.
Glenn (as President of the Senate), 187.5-77;
Andrew Shuman. 1877-81 John M. Hamilton.
;

1881-83;

the

William

J.

Campbell (as President of
John C. Smith. 1885-89;

Senate), 1883-85;

Lyman

B. Ray, 1889-93; Jo.seph B. Gill, 1893-97;

—

William A. Northcott. 1897
LIMESTONE. Illinois ranks next to Pennsylvania in its output of limestone, the United
States Census Report for 1890 giving tlie number
of quai-ries as 104. and tlie total value of tlie
product as §2. 190.604. In the value of stone used
for building purposes Illinois far exceeds any
other State, the greater proportion of the output
in Pennsylvania being suitable only for flux.

Next

to its

employment as building

stone. Illinois

limestone is chiefly used for street-work, a small
percentage being used for flux, and still less for
bridge-work, and but little for burning into lime.
The quarries in this State employ 3,383 hands, and
represent a capital of $3,316,016, in the latter particular also ranking next to Pennsylvania.
The
quarries are found in various parts of the State,
but the most productive and most valuable are in
the northern section.
LINCOLN, an incorporated city, and countyseat of Logan County, at the intersection of the
Chicago & Alton, the Champaign and Havana
Division of the Illinois Central, and the Peoria,
Decatur & Evansville Railroads; is 28 miles
northeast of Springfield, and 1-57 miles southwest
of Chicago. The surrounding country is devoted
agriculture, stock-raising and coal-mining.
Considerable manufacturing is carried on, among
the products being flour, press drills, brick and
drain tile. There are also machine shops and extensive canning works. There are some twenty
churches, three national banks, a public library,
to

electric street railways,

and two daily and four

weekly newspapers.

Besides possessing a good
common school system, it is the seat of Lincoln
University (a Cumberland Presbyterian institution,
founded in 1865). The Odd Fellows'

Orphans' Home and the Illinois (State) Asylum
for Feeble-Minded Children are also located here.
Population (1880). 5,639; (1890), 6,7'25; (1899)
estimated. 10.000.

LINCOLN, Abraham, sixteenth President of the
United States, was born in Hardin County, Ky.,
Feb. 12, 1809, of Quaker-English descent, his
grandfather having emigrated from Virginia to
Kentucky about 1780, where he was killed by the
Indians in 1784.

Abraham,

Thomas

Lincoln, the father of

settled in Indiana in 1816,

and removed

to

ILLINOIS.

Macon County

in

1830.

3.J7

Abraham was the

issue of his father's first marriage, his

mother's

maiden name being Nancy Hanks. The earlyoccupations of the future Presiilent were varied.

He

served at dirt'erent times as farm-laborer,

flat-

boatman, country salesman, merchant, surveyor,
lawyer, State legislator, Congressman and President.
In 1832 he enlisted for the Black Hawk
War, and was chosen Captain of his company

was an unsuccessful candidate

for the Legislature

but elected two years later.
time he turned his attention to the
study of law, was admitted to the bar in 1836,
and, one year later, began practice at Springfield.
By successive re-elections he served in the House
until 1842, when he declined a re-election.
In
1838, and again in 1840. he was the Whig candidate for Speaker of the House, on both occasions
being defeated by William L. D. Ewing. In 1841
he was an applicant to President William Henry
Harrison for the position of Commissioner of the
General Land Office, the appointment going to
Justin Butterfield. His next oflicial position was
that of Representative in the Thirtieth Congress
(1847-49).
From that time he gave his attention
to his profession imtil 1855. when he was a leading candidate for the United States Senate in
opposition to the principles of the Nebraska Bill,
but failed of election, Lyman Trumbull being
chosen. In 1856, he took a leading part in the
organization of the Republican party at Bloomington, and, in 1858, was formally nominated by
the Republican State Convention for the United
States Senate, later engaging in a joint debate
with Senator Douglas on party issues, during
which they delivered speeches at seven different
cities of the State.
Although he again failed to
secure the prize of an election, owing to the character of the legislative apportionment then in
force, which gave a majority of the Senators and
Representatives to a Democratic minority of the
voters, his burning, incisive utterances on the
the same

About

year,

this

subject of slavery attracted the attention of the
whole country, and prepared the way for the
future triumph of the Republican party. Previ-

ous to this he had been four times (1840, '44, '52,
and '56) on the ticket of his party as candidate
for Presidential Elector.
In 1860, he was the
nominee of the Republican party for the Presidency and was chosen by a decisive majority in
the Electoral College, though receiving a minority of the aggregate popular vote.
Unquestionably his candidacy was aided by internal
dissensions in tlie Democratic party. His election
and his inauguration (on March 4, 1861) were

—

;
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made a

pretext for secession, and he

met the

with promptitude and firmness, tempered
with kindness and moderation towards the secessionists.
He was re-elected to the Presidency
issue

in 1864, the vote in tlie Electoral College standing

213 for Lincoln to

21

George B. McClellan.

for his opponent,

The history

coln's life in tlie Presidential chair

of the whole country during

its

Gen.

of Mr. Lin-

is

the liistory

most dramatic

restoring the
authority of the Government over tlie whole
Union, history will, no doubt, record his issuance
of the Emancipation Proclamation of January,
1863, as the most important and far-reacliing act
And yet to this act, which
of his administration.
has embalmed his memory in the hearts of the
lovers of freedom and liuman justice in all ages
and in all lands, the world over, is due his death
at tlie hands of the assassin, J. Wilkes Booth, in
Wasliington City, April 15, 1865, as the result of
an assault made upon him in Ford's Theater the
evening previous his deatli occurring one week
after the fall of Richmond and the surrender of
period.

Next

his success

to

in

—

Lee's

;

army — just

as peace, with tlie restoration of

the Union, was assured. A period of National
mourning ensued, and he was accorded tlie honor
of a National funeral, his remains being finally
His
laid to rest in a mausoleum in Springfield.
profound sympathy with every class of sufferers
during the War of tlie Rebellion his forbearance
in the treatment of enemies; his sagacity in
giving direction to public sentiment at home and
in dealing with international questions abroad
his courage in preparing the way for the removal
of slavery tlie bone of contention between the
warring sections have given him a place in the
affections of the people beside that of Washington
himself, and won for him the respect and admi;

—

—

ration of all civilized nations.

LINCOLN, Robert Todd,

lawyer,

member

of

the Cabinet and Foreign Minister, tlie son of
Abraham Lincoln, was born in Springfield, 111.,
August 1, 1843, and educated in the home schools
and at Harvard University, graduating from the
During the last few months of
latter in 1864.
the Civil War, he served on the staff of General
Grant with the rank of Captain. After the war
he studied law and, on his admission to the bar.
settled in Chicago, finally becoming a member of
the firm of Lincoln & Isham. In 1880, he was
chosen a Presidential Elector on the Republican
ticket, and, in March following, appointed Secretary of War by President Garfield, serving to the
In 1889 he became Minister to
close of the term.
England by appointment of President Harrison,

gaining high distinction as a diplomatist. This
was the last public office held by him. After the
death of George M. Pullman he became Acting
President of the Pullman Palace Car Companj',
later being formally elected to that office, which
Mr. Lincoln's name has
(1899) he still holds.
been frequently mentioned in connection with
the Republican nomination for the Presidency,
but its use has not been encouraged by him.
LINCOLN AND DOUGLAS DEBATE, a name
popularly given to a series of joint discussions
between Abraham Lincoln and Stephen A. Douglas, held at different points in the State during the
summer and autumn of 1858, while both were
candidates for the position of United States Senator.
The places and dates of holding these
discussions were as follows: At Ottawa, August
21

;

at Freeport,

August 27 at Jonesboro,
;

Sept.

15; at Charleston, Sept. 18; at Galesburg, Oct. 7;

at Quinc}-, Oct. 13

;

at Alton, Oct.

15.

Immense

audiences gathered to hear these debates, which
have become famous in the political history of
the Nation, and the campaign was the most noted
in the history of any State.
It resulted in the
securing by Douglas of a re-election to the Senate
but his answers to the shrewdly-couched interrogatories of Lincoln led to the alienation of liis
Southern following, the disruption of the Democratic party in 1860, and the defeat of his Presidential aspirations, with the placing of Mr.
Lincoln prominently before the Nation as a
sagacious political leader, and his final election
to the Presidency.

LINCOLN UNIVERSITY, an institution located
at Lincoln,
1865.

It is

Logan County,

111.,

incorporated in

co-educational, has a faculty of eleven

instructors and, for 1896-8, reports 209 pupils

ninety-one male and 118 female.
Instruction
is given in the classics, the sciences, music, fine
and preparatory studies. The institution
has a library of 3,000 volumes, and reports funds

arts

and endowment

amounting

to

860,000,

with

l)roperty valued at $55,000.

LINDER, Usher

lawyer and politician, was
born in Elizabethtown, Hardin County, Ky. (ten
miles from the birthplace of Abraham Lincoln),
F.,

30, 1809; came to Illinois in 1835, finaUy
locating at Charleston, Coles County after traveling the circuit a few months was elected Repre-

March

;

sentative in the Tenth General Assembly (1836),
but resigned before tlie close of the session to

accept the office of Attorney-General, which he
held less than a year and a half, when he resigned
that also. Again, in 1846, he was elected fo the
Fifteenth General Assembly and re-elected to the
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Sixteentli

and Seventeentli. afterwards giving

his

attention to the prautit-e of his profession. Mr.
Linder, in his best days, was a fluent speaker with

some elements

of eloquence

which gave him a

wide popularity as a campaign orator. Originally
a Whig, on the dissolution of that party he
became a Democrat, and, in 18G0, was a delegate
to the Democratic National Convention at
Charleston, S C, and at Baltimore. During the
last four years of his Ufe he wrote a series of
articles under tlie title of "Reminiscences of the
Biirly Bencli and Bar of Illinois," which was pubDied in Chicago,
lished in book form in 1876,

June

5,

1876.

LINEUAR, David

T., legislator, was born in
came to Spencer Count}',
"Wayne County, 111., in 1858,
afterward locating at Cairo, where he served as
Postmaster during the Civil War was a Repub-

Ohio, Feb.

12,

Ind., in 1840,

1880;

and

to

;

lican Presidential Elector in 1872, but afterwards

became a Democrat, and served as such in the
lower branch of the General Assembly (1880-86).
Died at Cairo, Feb. 2. 1886.
LIPPIXCOTT, Charles E., State Auditor, was
born at Edwardsville, 111., Jan. 26, 182"); attended
Illinois College at Jacksonville, but did not
graduate; in 1849 graduated from the St. Louis
Medical College, and began the practice of medicine at Chandlerville, Cass County. In 18.52 he
went to California, remaining there live years,
taking an active part in the anti-slavery contest,
and serving as State Senator (18.'j3-05). In 1857,
having returned to Illinois, he resumed practice
at Chandlerville, and, in 1861, under authority of
Governor Yates, recruited a company which was
attached to the Thirty-third Illinois Infantry as
Company K, and of which he was commissioned
Captain, having declined the lieutenant-colonelcy. Within twelve months he became Colonel,
and, on Sept. 16, 1865, was mustered out as brevet
Brigadier-General. In 1866 he reluctantly consented to lead the Republican forlorn hope as a
candidate for Congress in the (then) Ninth Congressional District, largely reducing the DemoIn 1867 he was elected Secretary
cratic majority.
of the State Senate, and the same year chosen
Doorkeeper of the House of Representatives at
Washington. In 1868 he was elected State Auditor, and re-elected in 1872 also served as Permanent President of the Republican State Convention of 1878. On the establishment of the Illinois
Soldiers" and Sailors' Home at Quincy, he became
;

Superintendent, assuming liis duties in
but died Sept. 13, following, as a
result of injuries received from a runaway team
its first

March,

1887,

:!;3!>

while driving through tlie grounds of the institu
Emily Webster
tion a few days previous.
Chandler (Lippincott), wife of the preceding,
was born March 13, 1833, at Chandlerville, Cass
County, 111., the daughter of Dr. Charles Chamller, a prominent physician widely known in that
section of the State was educated at Jacksonville
Female Academy, and married, Dec. 25, 1851, to
Dr. (afterwards General) Charles E. Lippincott.
Soon after the death of her husband, in September, 1887, Mrs. Lippincott, who liail already
endeared herself by her acts of kindne.ss to tlie
veterans in the Soldiers' and Sailors' Home, was
appointed Matron of the institution, serving until
her death, May 21, 1895. The re.spect in which
she was held by the old soldiers, to wliose com
fort and necessities she had ministered in hospital and elsewhere, was shown in a most touching
manner at the time of her death, and on the
removal of her remains to be laid by the side of
her hiisband, in Oak Ridge Cemetery at Spring-

—

;

field.

LIPPINCOTT,

(Rev.)

Thomas,

early, clergy-

man, was born in Salem, N. J., in 1791; in 1817
started west, arriving in St. Louis in February,
1818 the same year established himself in mer;

cantile business at Milton, then a place of

some

importance

near Alton. This place proving
unhealthy, he subsequently removed to Edwardsville, where he was for a time employed as clerk
in the Land Office.
He afterwards served as
Secretary of the Senate (1822-23). That he was a
man of education and high intelligence, as well
as a strong opponent of slavery, is shown by his
writings, in conjunction with

Judge Samuel D.
Lockwood, George Churchill and others, in opposcheme for securing the adoption of

sition to the

a pro-slavery Constitution in Illinois in 1824.

In

1825 he purchased from Hooper Warren "The
Edwardsville Spectator," which he edited for a
year or more, but soon after entered the ministry
r)f tlie Presbyterian Church and became an influential factor in building up that denomination in
Illinois.

He was

also

partly

instrumental

.securing the location of Illinois College at
sonville.

Gen.

He

Charles

died at Pana,
E.

111,,

Lippincott,

April
State

13,

in

Jack
1869.

Auditor

(1869-77), was a .son of the subject of this sketch

LIQUOR LAWS.

In the early history of tl e
State, the question of the regulation of the sale of
intoxicants was virtuallj- relegated to the conti<il
of the local authorities,

who

granted license, col

lected fees, and fixed the tariff of charges.
As
early as 1851, however, the General Assembly.
with a view to mitigating what it was felt had
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enacted a law popularly
as the "quart law," which, it was hoped,
would do awaj' with the indiscriminate sale Of
liquor by the glass. The law failed to meet the
expectation of its framers and supporters, and, in
1855, a prohibitory law was submitted to the electSince that
ors, which was rejected at the polls.

become a growing

evil,

known

date a general license system has prevailed, except
in certain towns and cities where prohibitory
ordinances were adopted. The regulations gov-

erning the traffic, therefore, have been widely
variant in different localities. The Legislature,
however, has alwaj's possessed the same constitutional power to regulate the sale of intoxicants,
as aconite, henbane, strychnine, or other poisons.
In 1879 the Woman's Christian Temperance
Union began the agitation of the license question
from a new standpoint. In March of that year, a
delegation of Illinois women, headed by Miss
Frances E. Willard, presented to the Legislature
a monster petition, signed by 80,000 voters and
100,000 women, praying for the amendment of
the State Constitution, so as to give females above
the age of 21 the right to vote upon the granting
(.f licenses in the localities of their residences.
Miss Willard and Urs. J. Ellen Foster, of Iowa,
addressed the House in its favor, and Miss
Willard spoke to the Senate on the same lines.
The measure was defeated in the House by a vote
of fifty-flve to fifty-three, and the Senate took no
In 1881 the same bill was introduced
action.

Nevertheless,

anew, but again failed of passage.
persistent agitation was not without

its results.

In 1883 the Legislature enacted what is generally
termed the "High License Law," by the provisions of which a minimum license of $500 per

annum was imposed

for the sale of alcoholic
drinks, and §150 for malt liquors, with the
authority on the part of municipalities to impose
a still higher rate by ordinance. This measure
was made largely a partisan issue, the Republicans voting almost solidly for it, and the Democrats almost solidly opposing it. The bill was

promptly signed by Governor Hamilton, The
liquor laws of Illinois, therefore, at the present
time are based upon local option, high license and
The criminal code of the State
local supervision.
contains the customary provisions respecting the
sale of stimulants to minors and other prohibited
parties, or at forbidden times, but, in the larger

many of the provisions of the State law
are rendered practically inoperative by the
inunicipal ordinances, or absolutely nullified by
the indifference or studied neglect of the local
cities,

officials.

LITCHFIELD, the principal city of Montgomery County, at the intersection of the Cleveland,
Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis and the Wabash
Railways, 43 miles south of Springfield and 47
miles northeast of St. Louis. The surrounding
country is fertile, undulating prairie, in which
are found coal, oil and natural gas. A coal mine
Grain is
is operated within the corporate limits.
extensively raised in the country, and Litchfield
has several elevators, besides flouring mills. The
output of the manufacturing establishments (in
addition to flour) include foundry and machineshop products, threshing machines, carriages,
cars, brick and tile, brooms, paints, ginger-ale
and cider. The city is lighted by both gas and
electricity, and has a Holly water-works system,
a public library and public parks, besides two
banks, seven churclies, a high and graded schools,
an Ursuliue convent, a hospital in charge of
Catholic sisterhood, and a monthly, three weekly
and two daily periodicals. Population (1880),
4,326; (1890),

.5,811.

LITCHFIELD, CARROLLTON & WESTERN
RAILROAD, a line which extends from Columbiana, on the Illinois River, to Barnett,

miles

;

is

111.,

51.5

of standard gauge, the track being laid

was opened
for business, in three different sections, from 1883
to 1887, and for three years was operated in conwith

fifty-six

pound

steel rails.

It

nection with the Jacksonville
Southeastern
Railway. In May, 1890, the latter was sold under
foreclosure, and, in November, 1893, the Litchfield,
CarroUton & Western reverted to the
former owners. Six nionths later it passed into
the hands of a receiver, by whom (up to 1898) it
has since been operated.
The general offices
are at Carlinville
LITTLE, (Jeorge, merchant and banker, was
born in Columbia, Pa., in 1808: came to Rushville. 111., in 1836, embarking in the mercantile
business, wliich he prosecuted sixty years.
In
1865 he established the Bank of Rushville, of
which he was President, in these two branches of
business amassing a large fortune. Died, March
5,

1896.

LITTLE VERMILIOX RIVER rises in Vermilion County, 111., and flows eastwardly into
Indiana, emptying into the Wabash in Vermilion
County, Ind.
LITTLE WABASH RIVER, rises in Efl5ngham
and Cumberland Counties, flows east and south
through Clay, Wayne and White, and enters the
Wabash River about

tlie

the latter.

is

miles.

Its

8 miles above
estimated length

mouth

of

about 180
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lawyer and State Senator,
was born at Clifton, Greene County, Oliio, Feb.
was educated in the common schools in
7, 1836

cipal streams,

toal underhes the entire county,

and shafts are

in successful operation at various

his native State and, at twenty-one, removed to
Lincoln, 111., where he worked at the carpenter's
trade for two years, meanwhile studying law. lie
was admitted to the bar in ISfiO. soon after was
elected a Justice of the Peac^e, and later appointed

on.

T.,

;

Master in Chancery. In 1866 he was appointed
by President Johnson Collector of Internal
Revenue for the Eighth District, but resigned in
1868, removing to Springfield the same year,
where he entered into partnership with the late
Henry S. Greene, Milton Hay being admitted to

the firm soon after, the partnership continuing
until 1881. In 1883 Mr. Littler was elected
Representative in tlie Tliirty- fourth General
Assembly from Sangamon County, was re-elected
in 1886. and returned to the Senate in 1894, serving in the latter body four years. In both Houses
Mr. Littler took a specially prominent part in
legislation on the revenue question.
LITERMORE, Mary Asliton, reformer and philanthropist, was born (Mary Ashton Rice) in
Boston, Mass., Dec. 19, 1821 taught for a time in
a female seminary in Charlestown, and spent two
years as a governess in Southern Virginia; later
married Rev. Daniel P. Livermore, a Universalist
minister, who held pastorates at various places in
Massachusetts and at Quincy, 111., becoming
editor of "The New Covenant" at Chicago, in
1857.
Dm-ing this time Mrs. Livermore wrote
much for denominational papers and in assisting
her Imsband in 1863 was appointed an agent,
and traveled extensively in the interest of the
United States Sanitary Commission, visiting
hospitals and camps in the Mississippi Valley
also took a prominent part in the great Northwestern Sanitary Fair at Chicago in 1863. Of
late j'ears she has labored and lectured exten;

;

sively in tlie interest of

woman

suffrage

and tem-

perance, liesides being the author of several
volumes, one of these being ''Pen Pictures of
Chicago"' (186.")). Her home is in Boston.
LITIXGSTOX COUXTY, situated about mid-

way between Chicago and

Springfield.

Tlie sur-

is rolling toward the east, but is level in the
west; area, 1,026 square miles; population (1890),
38,453; named for Edward Livingston.
It was
organized in 1837, the first Commissioners being
Robert Breckenridge, Jonathan Moon and Daniel
Rockwood. Pontiac was .selected as the countj-seat, the proprietors donating ample lands and
$3,000 in cash for the erection of public buildings.
Vermilion River and Indian Creek are the prin-

face

one of the chief agricultural counof the State, the yield of oats and corn being

points.
ties

It is

Stock-raising

large.

is

also extensively carried

The development of the county really dates
from the opening of the Cliicago & Alton Rail-

road in 1854, since whifdi date it has been crossed
by numerous other lines. Pontiac, the countyseat, is situated on the Vermilion, is a railroad
center and the site of the State Reform School.
Its population in 1890 was 3,784.
Dwight has
attained a wide reputation as the seat of the
parent "Keeley" Institute for the cure of the
liquor habit.

LOCKPORT, a village in Will County, laid out
and incorporated in 1853; situated 33
miles southwest of Chicago, on the Des Plaiues
River, the Illinois & Michigan Canal, the Atchiin 1837

son,

& Santa Fe and the Chicago & A Iton
The surrounding region is agriculalthough underlaid with limestone, which

Topeka

Railroads.
tural,
is

and successfully

extensively

(juarried.

Its

manufactures are flour, oatmeal, barbed -wire,
brass goods, paper and straw board.
It has ten
churches, a graded public school, a high school
and several parochial schools; also a bank and
three weekly papers. Population (1880), 1,679;
(1890), 2,449; (1898) estimated, with suburbs,
6,500.

LOCKWOOD, Samuel
at

Pouudridge,

August
after a

2,

1789

,

Drake, jurist, was bom
Westchester County, X. Y.,
the age of ten,

left fatherless at

few months at a private school in New
went to live with an uncle (Francis
Waterford, N. Y., with whom he

Jersey, he

Drake) at

studied law, being admitted to the bar at Batavia.
N. Y., in 1811. In 1!S13 he removed to Auburn,

and

later

became Master

he descended

tlie Oliio

in Chancery.
In 1818
River upon a flat-boat in

company with William H. Brown, afterwards

of

Chicago, and walking across the country from
Shawneetown, arrived at Kaskaskia in December, but finally settled at Carmi, where he
remained a j'ear. In 1821 lie was elected Attor-

ney-General of the State, but resigned the following year to accept the position of Secretary of
which he was appointed by Governor
Coles, and which he filled only three months,
when President Monroe made him Receiver of
Public Moneys at Edwardsville. About the same
time he was also appointed agent of the First
Board of Canal Commissioners. The Legislature
of 1824-25 elected him Judge of the Supreme
Court, his service extending until the adoption

State, to

-

;
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which he assisted in
framing as a Delegate from Morgan County. In
18.31 he was made State Trustee of the Illinois
Central Railroad, which office he held until his
death. He was always an uncompromising
antagonist of slavery and a leading supporter of
Governor Coles in opposition to the plan to secure
a pro-slavery Constitution in 1824. His personal
and political integrity was recognized by. all
parties.
From 1838 to 1853 Judge Lockwood was
a citizen of Jacksonville, where he proved himself an efficient friend and patron of Illinois College, serving for over a quarter of a century as
one of its Trustees, and was also influential in
of the Constitution of 1848,

securing several of the State charitable institutions there.
His later years were spent at
Batavia, where he died, April 23, 1874, in the 8.5th

year of his age.
LODA, a village of Iroquois County, on the
Chicago Division of the Illinois Central Railway.
4 miles north of Paxton. The region is agricultural, and the town lias considerable local trade.
It also has a bank and one weekly paper.
Population (1880), 63.5; (189(1), 598.
LOJJAX, Cornelius Ambrose, physician and
diplomatist, born at Deerfield, Mass., August 6,
18o(i, the son of a dramatist of the same name
was educated at Auburn Academy and served as
Medical Superintendent of St. John's Ho.spital,
Cincinnati, and, later, as Professor in the HosIn 1873 he was
pital at Leavenwortli, Kan.
appointed United States Minister to Chili, afterwards served as Minister to Guatemala, and again
(1881) as Minister to Chili, remaining until 1883.
He was for twelve years editor of "The Medical
Herald," Leavenworth, Kan., and edited the
works of his relative, Gen. John A. Logan (1886),
besides contributing to foreign medical publications and publishing two or three volumes on
medical and sanitary questions. Resides in
Chicago.
LOtrAN, John, physician and soldier, was born
in Hamilton County, Ohio, Dec. 30, 1809; at six
years of age was taken to Missouri, his family
settling near the Grand Tower among the Shawnee and Delaware Indians. He began business
as clerk in a New Orleans commission house, but
returning to Illinois in 1830, engaged in the
blacksmith trade for two years; in 1831 enlisted
in the Ninth Regiment Illinois Militia and took
part in tlie Indian troubles of that year and the
Black Hawk War of 1832, later being Colonel of
At the
tlie Forty -fourth Regiment State Militia.
close of the Black Hawk War he settled in
Carlinville, and having graduated in medicine,

engaged in practice in that place until 1861. At
the beginning of the war he raised a company
for the Seventh Illinois Volunteers, but the quota
being already
finally

full, it

was not accepted.

commissioned

Colonel

the

of

He was
Thirty

and reported to General Grant at Cairo, in January, 1802, a few weeks
later taking part in the battles of Forts Henry
and Donelson. Subsequently he had command
second

Illinois Volunteers,

of the Fourth Division of the

nessee under

General

Army

Hurlbut.

of the TenHis regiment

heavily at the battle of Shiloh, he himself
being severely wounded and compelled to leave
lost

field.
In December, 1864, he was discharged
with the brevet rank of Brigadier-General. In
1866 Colonel Logan was appointed by President
Johnson United States Marshal for the Southern
District of Illinois, serving until 1870, when he
resumed the practice of his profession at Carlinville.
Originall}- a Democrat, he became a
Republican on the organization of that party,
serving as a delegate to the first Republican State
Convention at Bloomington in 1856. He was a
man of strong personal characteristics and an
earnest patriot. Died at his home at Carlinville,

the

August 24, 1885.
LO(tA\, John Alexander, soldier and statesman, was born at old Brownsville, the original
county-seat of Jackson County,

111.,

Feb.

9,

1826,

the son of Dr. John Logan, a native of Ireland
and an early immigrant into Illinois, where he
attained prominence as a public man. Young
Logan volunteered as a private in the Mexican
War, but was soon promoted to a lieutenancy,
and afterwards became Quartermaster of his
regiment. He was elected Clerk of Jackson
County in 1849, but resigned the office to prosecute his law studies. Having graduated from
Louisville University in 1851, he entered into
partnership with his uncle, Alexander M. Jenkins was elected to the Legislature as a Democrat
in 1852, and again in 1856, having been Prosecuting Attorney in the interim. He was chosen a
Presidential Elector on the Democratic ticket in
1856, was elected to Congress in 1858, and again
in 1860, as a Douglas Democrat.
During the
special session of Congress in 1861, he left his
In
seat, and fought in the ranks at Bull Run,
September, 1861, he organized the Thirty-first
Regiment Illinois Infantry, and was commissioned by Governor Yates its Colonel. His military career was brilliant, and he rapidly rose to
be Major-General. President Johnson tendered
him the mission to Mexico, which he declined.
In 1866 he was elected as a Republican to Con;
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and acted as one of
the managers in the impeachment trial of the
President; was twice re-elected and, in 1H71, was
cliosen United States Senator, as he was again in
1879.
In 1884 he was an unsuccessful candidate
for the Presidential nomination at the Republican
Convention in Chicago, but was finally placed on
the ticket for tlie Vice-Presidency witli James (i.
Blaine, the ticket being defeated in November
following.
In 1885 he was again elected Senator,
but died during his term at \Va.shington, Dec. 26,
1886.
General Logan was the author of "The
Great Conspiracy" and of "The Volunteer Soldier
of America. " In 1897 an equestrian statue was
erected to his memory on the Lake Front Park in
gress for the State-at-large,

Cliicago.

LOGAN, Stephen
was born

Triarer,

eminent

Illinois jurist,

in Franklin County, Ky., Feb. 24. 1800;

studied law at Glasgow, Ky., and was admitted
to the bar before attaining his majority.
After
practicing in Ids native State some ten years, in
1832 he emigrated to Illinois, settUng in Sanga-

mon

County, one year later opening an office at
Springfield.
In 1835 he was elevated to the
bench of the First Judicial Circuit; resigned two
years later, wa.s re-commi.ssioned in 1839, but
again resigned.
In 1842, and again in 1844
and 1846, he was elected to the General Assembly; also served as a member of the ConstiBetween 1841
tutional Convention of 1847.
and 1844 he was a partner of Abraham Lincoln.
In 1854 he was again chosen a member
of the lower house of the Legislature, was
a delegate to the Republican National Convention in 1860, and, in 1861, was commissioned
by Governor Yates to represent Illinois in the
Peace Conference, wliich assembled in Washington. Soon afterward he retired to private
life.
As an advocate his ability was widely
recognized. Died at Springfield, July 17, 1880.

LOGAX COUXTY, situated in tlie central part
of the State, and liaving an area of about 620
square miles. Its surface is chiefly a level or
moderately undulating
ridges, as at Elkliart.

prairie,

Its soil

is

with some high
extremely fertile

and well drained by numerous creeks. Coalmining is successfully carried on. The other
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in 1847, a change was made to Moinit Pulaski,
and, later, to Lincoln, wliich is the pre.sent capiPopulation (1880), 25,037; (1890), 25.489.
tal.
LOMBARD, a village of Dupage County, on the
Chicago & Great Western and the Chicago &
Northwestern Railways. Population (1880), 378;
(1890), 515.

LOMBARD UMVERSITY,

an institution at

Galesburg under control of the Universalist
denomination, foundetl in 1851. It has preparatory, collegiate and theological departments.
The collegiate department includes both classical
and scientific courses, with a speciallj' arranged
course of three years for young women, wlio constitute nearly half the number of students.
Tlie
University has an endowment of $200,000, and

owns

additional property, real and personal, of
the value of §100,000. In 1898 it reported a faculty of tliirteen professors, with an attendance of
191 .students.

LONDON MILLS, a village and railway station
Narrow Gauge
and Iowa Central Railroads, 19 miles southeast of
Galesburg. The district is agricultural the town
has a bank and a weekly newspaper. Population
of Fulton County, on the Fulton

;

(18001, 661.

LONG, Stephen Harriman, civil engineer, was
born in Hopkinton, N. H., Dec. 30, 1784; graduated at Dartmouth College in 1809, and, after
tejiching some years, entered the United States

Army

in December, 1814, as a Lieutenant in the
Corps of Engineers, acting as Assistant Professor

of Mathematics at

West Point;

in 1816

was

trans-

ferred to tlie Topographical Engineers with the
brevet rank of Jlajor. From 1818 to 1823 he had
charge of explorations between the Mississippi
River and the Rocky Mountains, and, in 1823-24,
to the sources of

the Mississippi.

One

of the

Rocky Mountains was named
Between 1827 and 1830 he was
employed as a civil engineer on the Baltimore &
Ohio Railroad, and from 1837 to 1840, as Engineerin-Chief of the Western & Atlantic Railroad, in
Georgia, where he introduced a system of cui-ves
and a new kind of truss bridge afterwards generhighest peaks of the

in his honor.

staple products are corn, wheat, oats, hay, cattle

On the organization of the Topographical Engineers as a separate corps in 1838,
he became Major of that body, ajid, in 1861, chief,

and pork. Settlers began to locate in 1819-22,
and the county was organized in 1839, being
In 1840 a
originally cut off from Sangamon.
portion of Tazewell was added and. in 1845, a
part of De Witt County. It was named in honor
of Dr. John Logan, fatlier of Senator John A.
Logan. Postville was the first county-seat, but.

An account of his
expedition to tlie Rocky Mountains (1819-20)
by Dr. Edwin James, was published in 1823. and
the following year appeared "Long's Expedition
to the Source of St. Peter's River, Lake of the
Woods. Etc." He was a member of the .American Philosophical Society and the author of the

ally adopted.

with the rank of Colonel.
first

—

;
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on railroad building ever
under the title of
During the latter
days of his life his home was at Alton, 111., where
he died, Sept. 4, 1864. Though retired from
original treatise

first

published in this country,
"Railroad Manual" (1839).

active service in Jvme, 1863, he continued in the
discharge of important duties up to his death.
LONGENECKER, Joel M., lawyer, was born in
Crawford County, III, June 12, 1847; before

reaching his eighteenth year he enlisted in the
Fifth Illinois Cavalry, servinguntil the close of the
war. After attending the high school at Robinson
and teaching for some time, he began the study
of law and was admitted to the bar at Olney in
1870 served two years as City Attorney and four
(1877-81) as Prosecuting Attorney, in the latter
year removing to Chicago. Here, in 1884, he became the assistant of Luther Laflin Mills in the
office of Prosecuting Attorney of Cook County,
retaining that position with Mr. Mills' successor.
Judge Grinnell. On the promotion of the latter
to the bench, in 1886, Mr. Longenecker succeeded
to the office of Prosecuting Attorney, continuing
;

in that position until 1893.

While

in this office

he conducted a large number of important criminal cases, the most important, perhaps, being the
trial of the murderers of Dr. Cronin, in which he
gained a wide reputation for skill and ability as
a prosecutor in criminal cases.

LOOMIS,
cator,

(Rev.) Hiibbell, clergyman
in Colchester, Conn.,

was born

and edu-

May

31,

the list of Trustees of the new institution, and,,
in proportion to his means, he was a liberal conits support in the period of its infancy.
The latter years of his life were spent among his
books in literary and scientific pursuits. Died at
Upper Alton, Dec. 15, 1873, at the advanced age
of nearly 98 years. A son of his Prof. Elias^
Loomls an eminent mathematician and naturalist, was the author of "Loomis" Algebra" and
other scientific text-books, in extensive use in the
colleges of the country.
He held professorships
in various institutions at different times, the last
being that of Natural Philosophy and Astronomy
in Yale College, from 1860 up to his death in 1889.
LORIMER, William, Member of Congress, wasborn in Manchester, England, of Scotch parentage, April 37, 1861 came with his parents to
America at five years of age, and, after spending
some years in Michigan and Ohio, came to Chicago in 1870, where he entered a private school.
Having lost his father by death at twelve years
of age, he became an apprentice in the sign-painting business; was afterwards an employe on a
street-railroad, finally engaging in the real-estate
business and serving as an appointee of Mayor
Roche and Mayor Washburne in the city water
department. In 1893 he was the Republican
nominee for Clerk of the Superior Court, but was.
defeated. Two years later he was elected to the
Fifty- fourth Congress from the Second Illinois
tributor to

—

—

;

District,

and re-elected

was

again,

in 1898.

His plurality in 1896 amounted to

36,736-

1775; prepared for college in the common schools
and at Plainfield Academy, in his native State,

votes.

Union College, N. Y., in
1799— having supported himself during a con-

situated on the Little

finally graduating at

siderable

manual

part of his educational course by
labor and teaching. He subsequently

theology, and, for twenty-four years,
is pastor of a Congregational church at
Willington, Conn., meanwhile fitting a number
of young men for college, including among them
Dr. Jared Sparks, afterwards President' of Harvard College and author of niimerous historical
works. About 1829 his views on the subject of
baptism underwent a change, resulting in his
uniting himself with the Baptist Church. Coming to Illinois soon after, he spent some time at
Kaskaskia and Edwardsville, and, in 1833, located
at Upper Alton, where he became a prominent
factor in laying the foundation of Shurtleff College, first by the establishment of the Baptist
Seminary, of which he was the Principal for

several years, and later by assisting, in 1885, to
secure the charter of the college in which the
seminary was merged. His name stood first on

in 1896, as

lie

LOUISVILLE, the

county-seat of Clay County
Wabash River and on thethe Baltimore & Ohio
Southwestern Railroad. It is 100 miles southsoutheast of Sjjringfield and 6 miles north of
Flora.
It has a court house, three churclies, a
high scliool, a savings bank and two weekljr
Springfield Division of

Population (1880), 514; (1890), 637.

newspapers.

LOUISVILLE, EVANSVILLE & NEW ALBANY RAILROAD. (See LonisvUle. Evansville
li-

St.

Louis (Consolidated) Railroad.)

LOUISVILLE, EVANSVILLE & ST. LOUIS
(Consolidated)

RAILROAD. The

entire line is 358.55 miles, of

length of this,

which nearly

150^

the States
Louis to Mount Carmel, on the.
Wabash River. Within Illinois the system uses:
a single track of standard gauge, laid with steel
The grades are usually
rails on wliite-oak ties.
light, although, as the line leaves the Mississippi
bottom, the gradient is about two per cent or
miles are operated in

from East

St.

105.6

per

feet

Illinois.

mile.

The

It crosses

total

capitalization
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was $lS,'33t!.24li. of which §4,247,909 was in
stock and §10,,')68, 350 in boniis.— (History. The
original corporation was organized in both Indiana and Illinois in 1869, and the Illinois section of
i,he line opened from Mount Carniel to Albion (18
miles) in January, 1873.
The Indiana division
was sold under foreclosure in 1876 to the Louisville. New Albany & St. Louis Railway Company, while the Illinois division was reorganized
in 1878 under the name of the St. Louis, Mount
Carmel & New Albany Railroad. A few months
later the two divisions were consolidated under
(1898)

)

the name of the former. In 1S81 this line vi-as
again consolidated with the Evansville, Rockport
& Eastern Railroad (of Indiana), taking the name
of the Louisville, Eran.sville & St. Louis Railroad.
In 1889, by a still further consolidation, it
absorbed several short lines in Indiana and Illinois those in the latter State being the Illinois
& St. Louis Railroad and Coal Company, the
Belleville, Centralia & Eastern (projected from
Belleville to Mount Vernon) and the Venice &
Carondelet the new organization assuming the
present name Louisville, Evansville & St. Louis

—

—

—

(Consolidated) Railroad.

LOUISVILLE & XASHVILLE RAILROAD,

a
operating an extensive system of
south of the Ohio River and
extending through Kentucky and Tennessee
into Indiana. The portion of the line in Illinois
(known as the St. Louis. Evansville & Nashville
line) extends from East St. Louis to the Wabash
corporation
railroads,

River,

in

chiefl}'

White County

(133.64

miles),

with

branches from Belleville to O'Fallon (6.07 miles),
and from JIcLeansboro to Shawneetown (40.7
miles)— total, 180.41 miles. The Illinois Division, though virtually owned by the operating
line, is formally leased from the Southeast & St.
Louis Railway Company, whose corporate existence is merely nominal. Tlie latter company
acquired
in

title to

November,

the property after foreclo.sure

1880,

and leased

it

in per|ietuity to

the Louisville & Nashville Company. The total
earnings and income of the lea-sed line in Illinois,
for 1898, were $1,0.52,789, and the total expenditures (including $17,198 taxes) were S6.57, 12.5.

LOUISVILLE & ST. LOUIS RAILWAY.
Jacksonville d- St. Louis Kailtrtnj.

(See

)

LOVEJOY, Elijah Parish, minister and antislavery journalist, was born at Albion, Maine,
Nov. 9. 1802 the son of a Congregational minis-

—

He

graduated at Waterville College in 1826,
tauglit school in St. Louis in
1827, and became editor of a Whig paper there in
1829.
Later, he studied theologj' at Princeton

ter.

came west and
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and was licensed as a Presbyterian miui.ster in
1833.
Returning to St. Louis, he started "The
Observer"— a religious weekly, whicli condemned
slave-holding. Threats of violence from the
pro-slavery party induced him to remove his
paper, presses, etc., to Alton, in July. 11S36. Three
times within twelve months liis plant was destroyed by a mob. A fourth press having been
procured, a number of his friends agreed to protect it from destruction in the warehouse where
it was stored.
On the evening of Nov. 7, 1837, a
mob, having assembled about the building, sent
one of their number to tlie roof to set it on fire.
Lovejoy, witli two of his friends, stepped outside

when he was shot down by parties
ambush, breathing his last a few minutes
His death did much to strengthen the
anti-slavery sentiment nortli of Mason and
Dixon's line. His party regarded him as a
martyr, and his death was made the text for
many impassioned and effective appeals in opposition to an institution which employed mobocracy and murder in its efforts to suppress free
discussion.
(See Alton Riots.)
LOVEJOY, Owen, clergyman and Congressman,
was born at Albion, Maine, Jan. 6, 1811. Being
tlie son of a clergyman of small means, he was
thrown upon his own resources, hut secured a
collegiate education, graduating at
Bowdoin
College.
In 1836 he removed to Alton, 111,, jointo reconnoiter,
in

later.

ing his brother, Elijah Parish Lovejoy, who was
conducting an anti-slavery and religious journal
there,

and whose assassination by a pro-slavery

mob he witnessed
Riots

the following year. (See Alton
P. Lovejoy.)
This tragedy
devote his life to a crusade

and Elijah

induced

him

to

Having previously begun the
study of theology, he was ordained to the ministry and officiated for several years as pastor of a
Congregational church at Princeton. In 1847 he
was an unsuccessful candidate for the Constitutional Convention on the "Liberty" ticket, but. in
18.54. was elected to the Legislature upon that
issue, and earnestly supported Abraham Lincoln
again.st slavery.

for

United States Senator.

Upon

his election to

the Legislature he resigned his pastorate at
Princeton, his congregatiim i)resenting him with
a .solid silver .service in token of their esteem. In
1^^.56 he was elected a Representative in Congress
l)y a majority of 7.000, and was re-electeil for
three successive terms. As an orator he had few
equals in the State, while his courage in the
support of his principles was indomitable. In
the campaigns of 18.56, '.58 and "60 he rendererl
valuable service to the Republican party, as he

"
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did later in upholding the cause of the Union in
Congress. He died in Brooklyn, N. Y., March 2.5,
1864.

LOVINGTOX, a village of Moultrie County, at
the intersection of the Terre Haute & Peoria
Railroad, witli the Bement & Altaniont Division
of the Wabash Railway, 23 miles southeast of
Decatur. Tlie town has a bank and a newspaper.
Considerable grain and live-stock are shipped
Population (1880), 557; (1890), 767.
LUDLAM, (Dr.) Reuben, physician and author,
was born at Camden, N. J., Oct. 11, 1831, the son
of Dr. Jacob Watson Ludlam, an eminent physician who, in his later years, became a resident
here.

111.
The younger Ludlam, having
taken a course in an academy at Bridgeton,
N. J., at sixteen years of age entered upon the
study of medicine with his father, followed by a

of Evanston,

course of lectures at the University of Pennsylvania, where he graduated, in 1852. Having
removed to Chicago the following j^ear, he soon
after began an investigation of the homoeopathic
system of medicine, which resulted in its adop-

a few years later, had acquired such
prominence that, in 1859, he was appointed Professor of Physiology and Pathology in the newly
tion, and,

Hahnemann Medical College in the
city of Chicago, with which he continued to be
connected for nearly f6rty years. Besides serving
as Secretary of the institution at its inception, he
had, as early as 18.14, taken a position as one of the
editors of "The Chicago Homoeopath," later
being editorially associated with "The North
American Journal of Homoeopathy, " published in
New York City, and "The United States Medical
established

and Surgical Journal" of Chicago. He also
served as President of numerous medical associations, and, in 1877, was appointed bj' Governor
Cullom a member of the State Board of Health,
serving, by two subsequent reappointments, for a
period of fifteen years.

In addition to his labors

as a lecturer and practitioner, Dr. Ludlam was
one of the most prolific authors on professional
lines in the city of Chicago, besides numerous
monographs on special topics, liaving produced a

"Course of Clinical Lectures on Diphtheria"
(1863); "Clinical and Didactic Lectures on the
Diseases of Women" (1871), and a translation
from the French of "Lectures on Clinical Medicine" (1880). The second work mentioned is
recognized as a valuable text-book, and has
A few
pas.sed through seven or eight editions.
years after his first connection with the Hahnemann Medical College, Dr. Ludlam became Professor of Obstetrics and Gynecology, and, on the

death of President C. S. Smith, was chosen
President of the institution. Died suddenly from
heart disease, while preparing to perform a surgical operation on a patient in the Hahnemann
Medical College, April 29, 1899.

LUJfDY, Benjamin, early anti-slavery journal-

was born in New Jersey of Quaker parentage at 19 worked as a saddler at Wheeling,
Va. where he first gained a practical knowledge
of the institution of slavery; later carried on
business at Mount Pleasant and St. Clairsville, O.,
where, in 1815, he organized an anti-slavery
association under the name of the "Union
Humane Society," also contributing anti-slavery
articles to "The Philantlu-opist, " a paper pubist,

;

,

lished

at

Mount

Pleasant.

Removing

to

St.

Louis, in 1819, he took a deep interest in the con-

admission of Missouri as a slave State.
Again at Mount Pleasant, in 1821, he began the
issue of "The Genius of Universal Emancipation,
a montlily, which he soon removed to Jonesborough, Tenn., and finally to Baltimore in 1824,
when it became a weekly. Mr. Lundy's trend
towards colonization is shown in the fact that he
made two visits (1825 and 1829) to Hayti, with a
view to promoting the colonization of emancipated slaves in that island. Visiting the East in
1828. he made the acquaintance of William Lloyd
Garrison, who became a convert to his views and
The following winter lie was asa firm ally.
saulted by a slave-dealei- in Baltimore and nearly
killed soon after removed his paper to Washington and, later, to Philadelphia, where it took the
name of "The National Enquirer," being finally
merged into "The Pennsylvania Freeman." In
1838 his property was burned by the pro-slavery
mob which fired Pennsylvania Hall, and, in the
following winter, he removed to Lowell, La Salle
Co., 111., with a view to reviving his paper there,
but the design was frustrated by liis early death,
which occurred August 22, 1839.
The paper,
liowever, was revived by Zebina Eastman under
the name of "The Genius of Liberty," but was removed to Chicago, in 1842, and issued imder the

test over the

;

name

of

"The Western

Citizen."

(See EastniMi,

Zebina.)

LUNT,

Orrington, capitalist and philanthroin Bowdoinham, Maine, Dec. 24,
to Chicago in 1843, and engaged in
the grain commission business, becoming a member of the Board of Trade at its organization.
Later, he became interested in real estate operations, fire and life insurance and in railwayenterprises, being one of the early promoters of
the Chicago & Galena Union, now a part of tlie
pist,

1815;

was born

came
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Chicago & Northwestern Railroad. He also took
an active part in municipal atfairs, and, during
the War, was an efficient member of the "War
Finance Committee." A liberal patron of all
moral and benevolent enterprises, as shown by
his cooperation with the "Relief and Aid Society" after the tire of 1871, and his generous benefactions to the Young Men's Christian Association
and feeble churches, his most efficient service

was rendered

to the cause of education as repre-

sented in the Northwestern University, of which
he was a Trustee from its organization, and much
of the time an executive officer. To his noble
benefaction the institutit>n owes its splendid
library building, erected some years ago at a
In the future history of Chicost of §100,000.
cago, Jlr. Lunt's name will stand beside that of
J.

Young Scammon, Walter

Crerar,

and others of

its

most

L.

Newberry, John

liberal benefactors.

home in Evanston, April 5,
LUSK, John T., pioneer, was born

Died, at his

Carolina, Nov.
1791

by

7,

his father

1784; brought to

in Soutli

Kentucky

in

(James Lusk), who e.stablished

house of hewn logs, a .story and a lialf liigh and
containing three rooms, which became the first
hotel in the town and a place of considerable
Mr. Lusk held, at different
historical note.
periods, the p<jsitions of Dejiuty Circuit Clerk,

County Clerk, Recorder and Postmaster, dying,
22, 1857.

LUTHERANS,

The.

While

tliis

sect

in

Illi-

many branches,
a unit in accepting the Bible as the only inLuther's small
Catechism in instruction of the young, in the
practice of infant baptism and confirmation at
an early age. and in acceptance of the Augsburg
Confession. Services are conducted, in various
sections of the country, in not less tlian twelve

nois, as elsewhere, is divided into
it is

fallible rule of faith, in the use of

different

languages.

The number

Central

may

be

made

to the

fact

that,

of

sixty-three

Lutheran churches in Chicago, only four use the
English language. Of the remainder, thirtyseven make use of the German, tea Swedish, nine
Norwegian and three Danish. The whole number of communicants in the State, in 1892, was
estimated at 90,000. The General Synod sustains
a German Theological Seminary in Chicago.
(See also Religious Denominations.

LYONS, a village of Cook County, 12 miles
southwest of Cliicago. Population (1880), 486;
(1890), 732.

1897,

a ferry across tlie Ohio, opposite the present town
of Golconda, in Pope County, 111, Lusk's Creek,
which empties into the Ohio in that vicinity,
took its name from this family. In 180r( the subject of this sketch ^ame to Sladisou County, III.,
and settled near Edwardsville. During the War
of 1812-14 he was engaged in the service as a
When Edwardsville began its
"Ranger."
growth, he moved into the town and erected a

Dec.
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and Wartburg Synods of the
General Synod; the Illinois-Missouri District of
the Synodical Conference; the Synod for the
Norwegian Evangelical Church; the SwedishAugustana, and the Indiana Synod of the General
Council, To illustrate the large proportion of the
foreign element in this denomination, reference

ern,

of Lutheran

ministers in Illinois exceeds 400, who preach
in the English, German, Danish, Swedisli, FinThe churches
nish and Hungarian tongues.
over which they preside recognize allegiance
to eight distinct ecclesiastical bodies, denominated synods, as follows: The Northern, South-

MACALISTER & STEBBINS BONDS, the
to a class of State indebtedness
incurred in the year 1841, through the hypothecation, by John D.Whiteside (then Fund Commissioner of the State of Illinois), with Messrs.
Macalister & Stebbins, brokers of New York
City, of 804 interest-bearing bonds of §1,000 each,
payable in 18G5, upon which the said Macalister
& Stebbins advanced to the State 8201,560.83.
This was done with the understanding that the
firm would make further advances sufficient to
increase the aggregate to forty per cent of the
face value of the bunds, but U])on which no
further advances were ac^tually made. In addition to these, there were deposited with the same
firm, within the next few months, with a like
imderstanding, internal improvement bonds and
name given

—

State scrip amounting to $109,21.'). 44 making the
aggregate of State securities in their hands §913,215.44, upon which the State had received only
the amount already named— being 28.64 per cent
of the face value of such indebtedness. Attempts
having been made by the holders of these bonds
(with whom they had been hypothecated by
Macalister & Stebbins), to secure settlement on
their par face value, the matter became the subject of repeated legislative acts, the most important of which were passed in 1847 and 1849 both
reciting, in their respective preambles, the history
of the transaction. The last of these provided
for the issue to Macalister & Stebbins of new
bonds, payable in 1865, for the amount of princi-

—

pal and interest of the sum actually advanced
and found to be due, conditioned upon the surrender, by them, of the original bonds and other
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evidences of indebtedness received by them in
This the actual holders refused to accept,
1841.
and brought the case before the Supreme Court
in an effort to compel the Governor (who was
then ex-officio Fund Commissioner) to recognize
the full face of their claim. This the Supreme
Court refused to do, on the ground that, tlie
executive being a co-ordinate branch of the Government, they had no authority over his official
In 1859 a partial refunding of these bonds,
acts.
to the amount of §114,000, was obtained from
Governor Bissell, who, being an invalid, was
probably but imperfectly acquainted with their
history and previous legislation on the subject.
Representations made to him led to a suspension
of the proceeding, and, as the bonds were not
transferable except on the books of the Funding
Agency in the office of the State Auditor, they

were treated as illegal and void, and were
mately surrendered by the holders on the

ulti-

basis

originally fixed, without loss to the State.

In
1865 an additional act was passed requiring the
presentation, for payment, of the portion of the
original bonds still outstanding, on pain of forfeiture,

and

this

was

finally done.

;

May,

1865,

and was

its

business

mana-

ger the first year of its publication, but disagreeing
with the editor, Charles A. Dana, both finally
retired.
Colonel Mack then resumed the practice
of law in Chicago, dying there, Jan. 4, 1871.
MACKIXAW, a town of Tazewell County, at
the intersection of two railroad lines, 18 miles
southeast of Peoria. The district is agricultural
and stock-raising. There are manufactories of
farming implements, wagons and carriages here.
The town has a bank and a weekly papei. Population (1880), 483; (1890), 545.

MAC MILLAN, Thomas C,
States District Court,
Scotland, Oct. 4, 1850;

Clerk of United

was born
came with

in 1875-76, represented that paper with
General Crook in the campaign against the Sioux.
After an extended tour in Europe, he assumed
charge of the "Curiosity Shop"" department of
"The Inter Ocean,"" served on the Cook County
Board of Education and as a Director of the Chi
cago Public Library, besides eight years in the
General Assembly— 18S5-89 in the House and 188993 in the Senate. In January, 1896, Mr. MacMiUan
was appointed Clerk of the United States District
Court at Chicago. He htis been a Trustee of Illinois College since 1886, and, in 1885, received the
honorary degree of A.M. from that institution.

and,

MACOMB,

the

county-seat

of

MoDonougb

County, situated on the Chicago, Burlington &
Quincy Railroad, 59 miles northeast of Quincy, 13
miles southwest of Bushnell, and 34 miles southThe principal manueast of Burlington, Iowa.
factures are carriages, tile and drain-pipe and
It contains a court house, two national
banks, nine churches, a high school and four
newspapers one daily. It is the seat of the

pottery.

MACK, Alonzo TV., legislator, was born at Moretown, Vt., in 1823; at 16 years of age settled at
Kalamazoo, Mich., later began the study of medicine and graduated at Laporte, Ind., in 1844.
Then, having removed to Kankakee, 111., he
adopted the practice of law in 1858 was elected
Representative, and, in 1860 and '64, to the
Senate, serving through five continuous sessions
(1858-68).
In 1863 he assisted in organizing the
Seventy-sixth Regiment Illinois Volunteers, of
which he was commissioned Colonel, but resigned,
in January following, to take his seat in the
Senate. Colonel Mack, who was a zealous friend
of Governor Yates, was one of the leading spirits
in the establishment of "The Chicago Republican, " in

1857, to Chicago, where he graduated from the
High School and spent some time in the Chicago
University; in 1873 became a reporter on "The
Chicago Inter Ocean;"" two years later accompanied an exploring expedition to the Black Hills

at

Stranraer,

his parents, in

—

MoDonough

Normal

and

"Scientific

College.

Population (1880), 3,140; (1890), 4,053.
MACOX, a city in Macon County, on the lUi©nis Central Railroad, 10 miles south by west of
Decatur. Macon County is one of the most fertile in the corn belt, and the city is an important
shipping point for corn. It has wagon and tile
works, four chiirches and a graded school, and a
weekly paper. Population (1880), 793; (1890), 819.
MACON COUNTY, situated near the geographical center of the State.
The census of 1890 gave
its area as 580 square miles, and its population,
38,083.
It was organized in 1839, and named for
Nathaniel Macon, a revolutionary soldier and
statesman. The surface is chiefly level prairie,
although in jiEerts there is a fair growth of timber.
The county is well drained by the Sangamon
River and its tributaries. The soil is that high
grade of fertility which one miglit expect in the
corn belt of the central portion of the State.
Besides corn, oats, rye and barley are extensively
cultivated, while potatoes, sorghum and wool are
among the products. Decatur is the countj'-seat
and principal city in the heart of a rich agriculMaroa, in the northern part of the
tural region.
county, enjoys considerable local trade.
MACOUPIN COUNTY, a south-central county,
with an area of 864 square miles and a population
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of 40,380

Indian

in

1800.

Tlie

word Macoupin

derivation, signifying

The county,

''white

is

of

potato."

originally a part of Madison, and

later of Greene,

was separately organized

in 1829,

under the supervision of Seth Hodges, AVilliam
Wilcox and Theodorus Davis. The first court
house (of logs) was erected in 1830. It contained
but two rooms, and in pleasant weather juries
were wont to retire to a convenient grove to
deliberate upon their findings. The surface of
the county is level, with narrow lielts of timber
tlie course of the streams.
The soil is
and both corn and wheat are extensively
While agriculture is the chief industry

following
fertile,

raised.

in the south, stock-raising is successfully carried

on in the north. Carlinville is the county-seat
and Bunker Hill. Stanton, Virden and Girard the
other principal towns.
MAC VEAGH, FrankUii,

State,

but

excisions

its

until

limits
1843.

.549

were steadily reihicod
Tlie

.soil

is fertile,

by-

corn,

wheat, oats, hay. and potatoes being raised and
exported in large quantities. Coal seams underlie the soil, and {carboniferous limestone (crops out
American settlers
in the neighborhood of Alton.
began first to arrive about 1800, the Judys, Gillliams and Whitesides being among the first, generally locating in the American Bottom, and
laying the foundation for the present county.
In the early history of the State, Madison County
was the home of a large number of prominent
men who exerted a large influence in shaping its
destiny.
Among these were Governor Edwards,

Governor Coles, Judge Samuel D. Lockwood, and
many more whose names are intimately interwoven with State history. The county-seat is at
Edwardsville, and Alton is the principal city.

merchant, lawyer
politician, was born on a farm in Chester
County, Pa., graduated from Yale University in

Population

and

MAGRUDER, Benjamin D., Justice of the
Supreme Court, was born near Natchez, Miss.,

1862, and, two years later, from Columbia Law
New York. He was soon compelled to
abandon practice on account of ill-health, and
removed to Chicago, in September. 1S().">, where he
embarked in business as a wholesale grocer. In
1874 he was chosen President of the Volunteer
Citizens' Association, which inaugurated many
important municipal reforms. He was thereafter

Sept. 27, 1838;

School,

repeatedly urged to accept other offices, among
them the mayorality. I»ut persistently refused

when he accepted a nomination for
United States Senator bv a State Convention of
the Democratic Party. He made a thorough canvass of the State, but the Republicans having
gained control of the Legislature, he was
defeated. He is the head of one of the most
until 1894,

extensive wholesale grocery establishments in
the city of Chicago.
MADISON COUXTY, situated in tlie southwest
division of the State, and bordering on the Mississippi River.
Its area is about 740 square miles.
The surface of the county is hilly along tlie Mississippi bluffs, but generally either level or only
slightly undulating in tlie interior.
The "American Bottom" occupies a strip of country along
the western border, four to six miles wide, as far
north as Alton, and is exceptionally fertile. The
county was organized in 1812. being the first
county set off from St. Clair County after the
organization of Illinois Territory, in 1809, and the
third within the Territory. It was named in
honor of James Madison, then President of the
United States. At that time it embraced substantially the whole of the northern part of the

(18.80). .')0,126;

(1890),

.51,53.5.

graduated from Yale College in
18.56. and. for three years thereafter, engaged in
teaching in his father's private academy at
Baton Rouge, La. and in reading law. In 1859
he graduated from the law department of the
University of Louisiana, and the same year
opened an office at Memphis, Tenn. At the outbreak of the Civil War, his sympathies being
strongly in favor of tlie Union, he came North,
,

and, after visiting relatives at New Haven,
Conn., settled at Chicago, in June, 1861. While
ever radically loyal, he refrained from enlisting
or taking part in political discussions during the

war, many members of his immediate family
being in the Confederate service. He soon
achieved and easily maintained a high standing
at the Chicago bar; in 1868 was appointed Master
in Chancery of the Superior Court of Cook
County, and, in 1885, was elected to succeed
Judge T. Lyle Dickey on the bench of the
Supreme Court, being re-elected for a full term
of nine years in 1888. and again in 1897.
He was
Chief Justice in 1891-92.
MAKAMIA, a village of Jackson County, on
the Illinois Central Railway, 8 miles south of
Carbondale. It is in the midst of a rich fruitgrowing region, large amounts of this product
being shipped there and at Cobden. for tlie Chicago and other markets. The place has a bank
and a weekly paper. Population (1890), 344.

MALTBY,

.lasppr A., .soldier,

was

liorn in

Ash-

tabula County, Ohio, Nov. 3, 1826, served as a
private in the Mexican War and was severely
wounded at Chapultepec. After his discharge he
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established himself in the mercantile business at
Galena, 111. in 1861 entered the volunteer service
;

as Lieutenant-Colonel of the Forty-fifth Illinois
Infantry, was wounded at Fort Donelson, promoted Colonel in November, 1862, and wounded

a second time at Vicksburg; commissioned
in
August, 1863;
served
Brigadier-General
through the subsequent campaigns of the Army
of the Tennessee, and was mustered out, January,
Later, he was appointed by the commander
1866.
of the district Mayor of Vicksburg, dying in that
office,

Dec.

13, 1867.

MANCHESTER, a town of Scott County, on
the Jacksonville Division of the Chicago & Alton
Railway, 16 miles south of Jacksonville; has
some manufactures of pottery. Population
(1890), 408.

MANIERE,
jurist,

George, early Chicago lawyer and
born of Huguenot descent, at New Lon-

don, Conn., in 1817.

Bereft of his father in 1831,

his mother removed to New York City, where he
began the study of law, occasionally contributing
to "The New York Mirror," then one of the

leading literary periodicals of the country. In
1835 he removed to Cliicago, where he completed
his professional studies

and was admitted to

tlie

bar in 1839. His first office was a deputyship in
the Circuit Clerk's office; later, he was appointed
Master in Chancery, and served one term as
Alderman and two terms as City Attorney.
While filling the latter office he codified the

municipal ordinances.

In 1855 he was elected

Judge of the Circuit Court and

re-elected in 1861

without opposition. Before the expiration of his
second term he died. May 21, 1863. He held the
office of School Commissioner from 1844 to 1852,
during which time, largely through his efforts,
the school system was remodeled and the impaired school fund placed in a satisfactory condition.
He was one of the organizers of the
Union Defense Committee in 1861, a member of
the first Board of Regents of the (old) Chicago
University, and prominently connected with
several societies of a semi-public character. He

was a polished writer and was, for a time, in edi"The Chicago Democrat."
MANN, James R., lawyer and Congressman, was
born on a farm near Bloomington, 111., Oct. 20,
1856, whence his father moved to Iroquois County

torial control of

graduated at the University of Illinois
in 1876 and at the Union College of Law in Chicago, in 1881, after which he established himself
in 1867

;

in practice in Chicago, finally

becoming the head

&

Miller; in 1888
of the law firm of Mann, Hayes
elected Attorney of the village of Hyde Park

was

and, after the annexation of that municipality to

the city of Chicago, in 1892 was elected Alderman
of the Thirty-second Ward, and re-elected in
1894, while in the City Coimcil becoming one of
its most prominent members; in 1894, served as
Temporary Chairman of the Republican State

Convention at Peoria, and, in 1895, as Chairman
Cook County Republican Convention. In
1896 he was elected, as a Republican, to the Fifty-

of the

fifth Congress, receiving a plurality of 28,459
over the Free Silver Democratic candidate, and
26,907 majority over all.
In 1898 he was a candidate for re-election, and was again successful, by
over 17,000 plurality, on a largely reduced vote.
Other positions held by Mr. Mann, previous to his
election to Congress, include those of Master in
Chancery of the Superior Court of Cook County
and General Attorney of the South Park Commissioners of the city of Chicago.
MANN, Orriu L., lawyer and soldier, was born
in Geauga County, Ohio., and, in his youth,
removed to the vicinity of Ann Arbor, Midi.,
where he learned the blacksmith trade, but,
being compelled to abandon it on account of an
injury, in 18.")1 began study with the late Dr.
Hinman, then in charge of the Weslej'an Female
College, at Albion, Mich.
Dr. Hinman having,
two years later, become President of the Northwestern University, at Evanston, Mr. Mann
accompanied his preceptor to Chicago, continuing
Jiis studies
for a time^ but later engaging in
teaching; in 1856 entered the University of
Michigan, but left in his junior year. In 1860 he
took part in the campaign which resulted in the
election of Lincoln early in the following spring
had made arrangements to engage in the lumbertrade in Chicago, but abandoned this purpose at
tlie firing on Fort Sumter; then assisted in
organizing the Thirty-ninth Regiment Illinois
Volunteers (the "Yates Phalanx"), which having
been accepted after considerable delay, he
was chosen Major. The regiment was first
assigned to duty in guarding the Baltimore &
Ohio Railroad, but afterwards took part in the
first battle of Winchester and in operations in
North and South Carolina. Having previously
been commissioned Lieutenant-Colonel, Major
Mann was now assigned to court-martial duty at
Newbern and Hilton Head. Later, he participated in the siege of Forts Wagner and Gregg,
winning a brevet Brigadier-Generalship for
meritorious service. The Thirty-ninth, having
"veteranized" in 1864, was again sent east, and
being assigned to the command of Gen. B. F.
Butler, took part in the battle of Bermuda
;
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Hundreds, where Colonel Mann was seriously
wounded, necessitating a stay of several months
in hospital.
Returning to duty, he was assigned
to the staff of General Ord, and later served as
Provost Marshal of the District of Virginia, witli
headquarters at Norfolk, being finally nuistered
out in December, 1865.
After the war he
engaged in the real estate and loan business,
but, in 1866, was appointed Collector of Internal
Revenue for the Chicago District, serving until
1868, when he was succeeded by General Corse.
Other positions held by him have been Representative in the Twenty-ninth General Assembly
(1874-76), Coroner of Cook Coimty (1878-80), and
Sheriff (1880-82).
General JIann was injured by
a fall, some years since, inducing partial paraly:

MA<JUO>, a

Peoria Division of

MANNING,

Joel,

first

Secretary of the Illinois

&

Michigan Canal Commissioners, was born in
1793, graduated at Union College, N. Y., in 1818,
and came to Southern Illinois at an early day,
residing for a time at Brownsville, Jackson
County, where he held the office of CountyCJerk. In 1836 he was practicing law, when he
was appointed Secretary of the first Board of
Commissioners of the Illinois & Michigan Canal,
remaining in office until 18-15. He continued to
reside at Lockport, Will County, until near the
close of his life, when he removed to Joliet, dying
there, Jan.

8,

MANNINCt,
ada, near

1869.

Jnlins, lawyer,

Chateaugay,

was born

N. Y., but

earlier years chiefly in the State of

in Can-

passed his

New

York,

completing his education at Middlebury College,
Vt. in 1839 came to Knoxville. 111., where he
served one term as County Judge and two terms
(1812-46) as Representative in the General Assembly.
He was also a Democratic Presidential
Elector in 1848. In 18o3 he removed to Peoria,
where he was elected, in 1861, a Delegate to the
State Constitutional Convention of the following
Died, at Knoxville, July 4, 1862.
year.
MANSFIELD, a village of Piatt County, at
;

the intersection of the Peoria Division of the
Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis and
the Chicago Division of the Wabasli Railways,
It is in the
32 miles southeast of Bloomington.
heart of a rich agricultural region has one news;

Population (1880), 398; (1890), 533.
MANTENO, a village of Kankakee County,
on the Illinois Central Railroad, 47 miles south
of Chicago; a shipping point for grain, livestock, small fruits and dairy products; has
paper.

one newspaper.

Population (1880), 632;

(1890),
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Knox County, on

the

the Chicago, Burlington

&

Quiucy Railway, 10 miles southeast of Galesburg. The region is agricultural. The town has
banks and a weekly paper. Population (1880),
548; (1890), 501.

MARCV,

(Dr.) Oliver, educator,

Coleraine, Mass., Feb.

13,

was born

in

1820; received his early

education in the grammar schools of his native
town, graduating, in 1842, from the Wesleyan
University at Middletown, Conn. He early manifested a deep interest in the natural sciences and
became a teacher in an academy at Wilbrahaui,

where he remained until 1862, meanwhile
making numerous trips for geologic investigation
One of these was made in 1849, overland, to
Mass.,

Puget Sound,

sis.

village of

for

maps

for the purpose of securing data

of the Pacific Coast,

and

settling dis-

puted questions as to the geologic formation of
the Rocky Mountains. During this trip he visited
San Francisco, making maps of the mountain
regions for the use of the Government. In 1862
he was called to the professorship of Natural
History in the Northwestern University, at
Evanston, remaining there until his death. The
institution was tlien in its infancy, and he taught
mathematics in connection with liis other duties.
From 1890 he vas Dean of the faculty. He
received the degee of LL.D. from the University
Died, at Evanston, March
of Chicago in 1876.
19, 1899.

MAREDOSIA (MARAIS de OGEE), a peculiar
depression (or slough) in the southwestern part of
Whiteside County, connecting the Jlississippi
and Rock

Rivers, through which, in times of
former sometimes discharges a part
waters into the latter. On the other hand,
when Rock River is relatively higher, it sometimes discharges through the same channel into
the Mississippi. Its general course is north and
south.
Cat-Tall Slough, a similar depression,
runs nearly parallel with the Maredosia. at a distance of five or six miles from the latter. The
highest point in the Maredosia above low water
in the Jlississippi is thirteen feet, and that in the
Cat-Tail Slough is twenty-six feet.
Eacli is
believed, at some time, to have served as a
channel for the Mississippi.
MARENGO, a city of McHenry County, settled
in 1835, incorporated as a town in 1857 and, as a
city, in 1893; lies 68 miles northwest of Chicago,
on the Cliicago & Northwestern Railroad. It is
in the heart of a dairying and fruit-growing di.striot; has a foundry, stove-works, and canning
factory; is also supplied with water- works, elecfreshets, the

of

its

—

;
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trio lights, has six churches,

good schools and

two weekly newspapers. Population
(1890),

1,

(1880), 1,264

MARINE,

a village of Madison County, on the
Eastern Railroad, 37 miles northeast
Several of its earliest settlers were
of St. Louis.
sea-captains from the East, from whom the
"Marine Settlement" obtained its name. Popu-

Louis

St.

&

lation (1880), 774; (1890), 637.

MARION, the county-seat of Williamson
County, 172 miles southeast of Springfield, on the
Alton & Terre Haute Railroad. It is

St. Louis,

in

an agricultural and coal region, and contains

cotton and woolen mills, besides six churches and
a graded public school. Three weekly newspapers are published there. Population (1880),
SSI; (1890), 1,338; (1898) estimated, 1,800.
MARION COUNTY, located near the center of

the southern half of the State, with an area of
580 square miles was organized in 1823, and, by
the census of 1890, had a population of 24,381.
About half the county is prairie, the chief prodThe
being tobacco, wool and fruit.
ucts
remainder is timbered land. It is watered by the
tributaries of the Kaskaskia and Little Wabash
The bottom lands have a heavy growth
Rivers.
of choice timber, and a deep, rich soil. A large
portion of the county is underlaid with a thin
vein of coal, and the rocks all belong to the upper
coal measures. Sandstone and building sand are
Ample shipping facilities are
also abundant.
afforded by the Illinois Central and theBaltimore &
Ohio (S.W.) Railroads. Salem is the county-seat,
but Centralia is the largest and most important
town, being a railroad junction and center of an
extensive fruit-trade. Sandoval is a thriving
town at the junction of the Illinois Central and
;

the Baltimore

The same year he
Quebec.

sailed for Canada, landing at
For eighteen months )ie devoted him-

self chiefly to

445.

&

Ohio Southwestern Railroads.

MARISSA,

a village of St. Clair County, on the
Louis & Cairo Short Line Railroad, 39 miles
southeast of St. Louis. It is in a farming and
mining district; the place has a bank and a
newspaper. Population (1890), 876.
MAROA, a city in Macon County, on the Illionis Central Railroad, 18 miles north of Decatur
and 31 miles south of Bloomington. A steam
flour-mill and a manufactory of windmills are
the chief industrial establisliments. The city has
two banks, two newspapers, three or four
churches and a graded school. Population (1880),
St.

870; (1890). 1,164.

MARQUETTE,

(Father) Jacques, a French
missionary and explorer, born at Laon, France,
in 1637. He became a Jesuit at the age of 17, and,
twelve years later (1666), was ordained a priest.

in 1668,

Lake
Sault

the study of Indian dialects, and,

accompanied a party of Nez-Perces to
where he founded the mission of

Superior,
Ste.

Marie.

Later, after various vicissi-

went to Mackinac, and, in that vicinity,
founded the Mission of St. Ignace and built a
rude church. In 1673 he accompanied Juliet on
his voyage of discovery down the Mississippi, the
two setting out from Green Bay on May 17, and
reaching the Mississippi, by way of the Fox and
Wisconsin Rivers, June 17. (For an interesting

tudes, he

translation of Marquette's quaint narrative of the

"Discovery and ExploIn September, 1673, after leaving the Illinois and stopIndians
ping for some time among the
near
"Starved Rock," he returned to Green Bay much
broken in health. In October, 1674, under orders
from his superior, he set out to establish a mission at Kaskaskia on the Upper Illinois. In
December he reached the present site of Chicago,
where he was compelled to halt because of
exhaustion. On March 29, 1675, he resumed his
journey, and reached Kaskaskia, after much
suffering, on April 8.
After laboring indefatigably and making many converts, failing health
compelled him to start on his return to Mackinac.
Before the voyage was completed he died.
May 18, 1675, at the mouth of a stream which
long bore his name but is not the present Marquette River on the eastern shore of Lake Michigan. His remains were subsequently removed to
Point St. Ignace. He was the first to attempt to
explain the lake tides, and modern science -has
not improved his theory.
MARSEILLES, a city on' the Illinois River, in
La Salle County, eight miles east of Ottawa, and
77 miles southwest of Chicago, on the line of the
Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railroad. Excellent water power is furnished by a dam across
the river. The city has several factories, among
the leading products being flour, paper and agricultural implements. Coal is mined in the
vicinity.
The grain trade is large, sufficient to
support tliree elevators. There are two weekly
newspapers. Population (1880), 1,882; (1890),
expedition, see Shea's

ration of the Mississippi,'' N. Y., 1852.)

—

—

2,310.

MARSH, Benjamin

F.,

Congressman, born in

Wythe Township, Hancock

County, 111. was educated at private schools and at Jubilee College,
leaving the latter institution one year before
graduation. He read la w under the tutelage of his
brother, Judge J. W. Marsh, of Warsaw, and was
,
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admitted to the bar in 18G0. The same year lie was
an unsuccessful candidate for State's Attorney.
Immediately upon tlie first call for troops in 1861,
he raised a company of cavalry, and, going to
Springfield, tendered it to Governor Yates.
No
cavalry having been called for, tlie Governor felt

lawyer and Congressman, was born in Gallatin County, 111., in
1824; studied law and soon after located at
McLeansboro. In 1846 he was chosen a member
of the lower house of the Fifteenth General
Assembly, but resigned, early in the following

constrained to decline it. On his way home Mr.
Marsh stopped at Quincy and enlisted as a private
in the Sixteentli Illinois Infantry, in which regiment he served until July 4, 1861, when Governor Yates advised him by telegraph of his
readiness to accept
his
cavalry company.
Returning to "Warsaw he recruited another company within a few days, of which he was commissioned Captain, and which was attached to
tlie Second Illinois Cavalry.
He served in the
army until January, 1866, being four times
wounded, and rising to the rank of Colonel. On
his return home he interested himself in politics.
In 1869 he was a Republican candidate for the
State Constitutional Convention, and. in 1876,
was elected to represent the Tenth Illinois Dis-

year, to

trict in Congi-ess,

and

re-elected in 1878

and

1880.

In 188.5 he was appointed a member of the Railroad and Warehou.se Commission, serving until
1889.
In 1894 he was again elected to Congress
from his old district, which, under the new
apportionment, had become the Fifteenth, was
re-elected in 1896, and again in 1898.
In the
Fifty-fifth Congress he was a member of the
House Committee on Military Affairs and Chairman of the Committee on Militia.
MARSH, William, juri.st, was born at Moravia,
N. Y., May 11, 1823; was educated at Groton
Academy and Union College, graduating from
the latter in 1842. He studied law. in part, in
the office of Millard Fillmore, at Buffalo, and was
admitted to the bar in 184.5, practicing at Ithaca
until 1854, when he removed to Quincy, 111.
Here
he continued in practice, in partnership, at different periods, with prominent lawyers of that city,
until elected to the Circuit bench in 1885, serving until 1891. Died, April 14, 1894.
MARSHALL, the county-seat of Clark County,
and an incorporated citj-, 16>^ miles southwest
of Terre Haute, Ind., and a point of intersection
of the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis
and the Vandalia Railroads. The surrounding
country is devoted to farming and stock-raising.
The city has woolen, flour, saw and planing
mills, besides considerable mercantile trade.
It
has banks, eight churches and a good public
school system, which includes a high school.
Three weekly newspapers are ])ublisheil. Population (1880), 1,885; (1890), 1,900.

S.,

become State's Attorney, serving until
was Judge of the Circuit Court from 1851
and again from 1861 to 1865; was delegate
from the State-at-large to the Charleston and
Baltimore Conventions of 1860, and to the
National Union Convention at Philadelphia in
1848;

to 1854,

1866.
In 1861 he received the complimentary
vote of his party in the Legislature for United
was similarly honored in the
Fortieth Congress (1867) by receiving the Demo-

States Senator, and
cratic support

was

first

Speaker of the House.

for

He

elected to Congress in 1854, re-elected in

served continuously from 1865 to
1875, when he returned to the practice of his
profession.
Died, July 26, 1890.
MARSHALL COUNTY, situated in the northcentral part of the State, with an area of 400
square miles named for Chief Justice John Marshall.
Settlers began to arrive in 1827, and
county organization was effected in 1839. The
Illinois River bisects the county, which is also
drained by Sugar Creek. The surface is gener1856, and, later,

—

occasionally

along the river, although
undulating.
The soil is fertile,

corn, wheat,

hay and oats forming the staple

ally level prairie, except

Hogs are raised in great
extensively mined. Lacon

agricultural products.

number, and coal
is

is

the county-seat.

Population

(1880),

15,0.53;

(1890), 13,653.

MARTIN,

(Gen.)

James

ex Congressman
Scott County, Va.,

S.,

and soldier, was born in
August 19, 1826, educated

in

the

common

schools, and, at the age of 20,

accompanied his
parents to Southern Illinois, settling in Marion
County.
He served as a non-commissioned
officer in the war with Mexico.
In 1849, he was
elected Clerk of the Marion County Court, which
he filled for twelve years. By profession ho
a lawyer, and has been in active practice when
not in public or military life. For a number of
years lie was a member of the Republican State
Central Committee. In 1S62 he was commissioned Colonel of the One Hundred and Eleventh
Illinois Volunteers, and, at the close of the war,
brevetted Brigadier-General. On his return home
he was elected County Judge of Marion County,
and, in 1868, appointed United States Pension
Agent. The latter post he re.signed in 1872, having been elected, as a Republican, to represent
office
is
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the Sixteenth District in the Forty-third Congress.
He was Commander of the Grand Army
for the Department of Illinois in 1889-90.
MARTINSVILLE, a village of Clark County,
on the Tene Haute & Indianapolis Railroad, 13
miles southwest of Marshall; the place has a bank
and two newspapers. Population (1880;, 663;
(1890), 779.

MASCOUTAH,

a city in St. Clair County, S5
miles from St. Louis and 11 miles east of Belleville, on the line of the Louisville & Nashville
Railroad. Coal-mining and agriculture are the
principal industries of the surrounding country.
Flour manufacture is carried on to some extent
in the city.
Population (1880), 3,558; (1890),
3,033.

MASON, Roswell B., civil engineer, was born
Oneida County, N. Y., Sept. 19, 1805; in his
boyhood was emploj'ed as a teamster on the Erie
in

Canal, a year later (l833) accepting a position as
rodman under Edward F. Gaj-, assistant-engineer
in charge of construction.
Subsequently he was
emploj'ed on the Schuylkill and Morris Canals,
on the latter becoming assistant-engineer and,
finally, chief and superintendent.
Other works
with which Mr. Mason was connected in a similar
capacity were the Pennsylvania Canal and tlie
Housatonio, New York & New Haven and the
Vermont Valley Railroads. In 1851 he came
west and took charge of the construction of the
Illinois Central Railroad, a work which required
The next four
five years for its completion.
years were spent as contractor in the construction
of roads in Iowa and Wisconsin, until 1860, when
he became Superintendent of the Chicago &
Alton Railroad, but remained only one year, in
1861 accepting the position of Controller of the
land department of tlie Illinois Central Railroad,
which he retained until 1867. The next two
years were occupied in the service of the State in
lowering the summit of the Illinois & Michigan
Canal.
In 1869 he was elected Mayor of the city
of Chicago, and it was in the closing days of
his term that the great fire of 1871 occurred,
testing his executive ability to the utmost.
From
1873 to 1883 he served as one of the Trustees of
the Illinois Industrial University, and was one of
the incorporators, and a lifelong Director, of the
Presbyterian Theological Seminary of the Northwest.
Died, Jan. 1, 1893.— Edward Gay (Mason),
son of the preceding, was born at Bridgeport,
Conn., August 33, 1839; came with his father's
family, in 1853, to Chicago, where he attended
school for several years, after which he entered

Yale College, graduating there

in 1860.

He then

studied law, and, later, became a member of the
law firm of Mattocks & Mason, but subsequently,

two brothers, organized the
Mason Brothers, for the prosecution of a
and law business. In 1881 Mr. Mason

in conjunction with

firm of

real-estate

was one
Festival,

of the organizers of the Chicago Musical

which was instrumental

in

bringing

Theodore Thomas to Chicago. In 1887 he became
President of the Chicago Historical Society, as the
successor of Elihu B. Washburne, retaining the
position until his death, Dec. 18, 1898.
During
his incumbency, the commodious building, nowr
occupied by the Historical Society Library, was
erected, and he added largely to the resources of
the Society by the collection of rare manuscripts
and other historical records. He was the author
of several historical works, including "Illinois in

the Eighteenth Century," "Kaskaskia and Its
Parish Records, besides papers on La Salle and
the first settlers of Illinois, and "The Story of
James Willing An Episode of the American
Revolution.
He also edited a volume entitled
"Early Chicago and Illinois," which was published under the auspices of the Chicago Historical Society.
Mr. Mason was, for several years, a
Trustee of Yale University and, about the time of
his death, was prominently talked of for President
of that institution, as successor to President
'

"

—

"

'

Timothy Dwight.
MASON, William E., United States Senator,
was born at Franklinville, Cattaraugus County,
N. Y., July 7, 18.50. and accompanied his parents
He was educated
to Bentonsport, Iowa, in 1858.
at the Bentonsport Academy and at Birmingham

From 1866 to 1870 he taught school, the
two years at Des Moines. In that city he
studied law with Hon. Thomas F. Withrow, who
afterward admitted him to partnership. In 1873
College.
last

he removed to Chicago, where he has since pracHe soon embarked in poliand, in 1878, was elected to the lower house
of the General Assembly, and, in 1883, to the
State Senate. In 1884 he was the regular Republican candidate for Congress in the Third Illinois
ticed his profession.
tics,

District (then strongly Republican), but. owing
was defeated by James H.
Ward, a Democrat. In 1886, and again in 1888,
1890, was
lie was elected to Congress, but, in
defeated for reelection by Allan C. Durborow.
He is a vigorous and effective campaign speaker.
In 1897 he was elected United States Senator,
to party dissensions,

receiving in the Legislature 135 votes to 77 for
P. Altgeld, the Democratic candidate.

John

MASON CITY, a prosperous city in Mason
County, at the intersection of the Chicago &

ISTOKICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.
Alton and the Havana branch of the IlUnois
Central Railroads, 18 miles west by north of
Lincoln, and about 30 miles north of Springfield.
Being in the heart of a rich corn-growing district,
it is an important shipping point for that commodity. It has four churches, two bank;--, two
newspapers, brick works, flour-mills, grain-elevators and a carriage factory. Population ( 1880),
1,714; (1890), 1,869.

MASON COUNTY,
population
16,067,

of

about

organized in 1841, with a
2,000; population (1890),

and area of 560 square

miles,

— named for a

count}' in Kentuckj-. It lies a little northwest
of the center of the State, the Illinois and Sangamon Rivers forming its west and its south boundaries.

The

while sandy, is fertile.
The
and the county offers excel-

soil,

alleged
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members, popular excitement rose to

A company of self-appointed "reguwas formed, whose acts were so arbitrary
August election of 1846, a Sheriff and
County Clerk were elected on the avowed issue
fever heat.

lators"

that, at the

opposition to these irregular tactics. This
served to stimulate the "regulators" to renewed
activity.
Many persons were forced to leave tlie
county on suspicion, and others tortured into
making confession. In consequenc^e, some leading
"regulators" were thrown into jail, only to be soon
released by their friends, who ordered the Sheriff
and County Clerk to leave the county. The feud
rapidly grew, both in proportions and in intenof

sity.

Governor French made two

restore order through mediation,

futile efforts to

and the ordinary

The American
lent opportunities for viticulture.
pioneer of Mason County was probably Maj.
Ossian B Ross, who settled at Havana in 1832.
Not imtil 1837, however, can immigration be said

law were also found vmavailing.
Judge Scates was threatened with lynching
Only 60 men dared to serve in the Sheriffs posse,
and these surrendered upon promise of personal
immunity from violence. This pledge was not

to have set in rapidly. Havana was first chosen
as the county seat, but Bath enjoyed the honor

away as

chief staple

is

corn,

few years, the county offices being permanently removed to the former point in 1851.
Mason City is an important shipping point on the
Chicago & Alton Railroad
for a

MASONS, ANCIENT ORDER OF FREE AND
ACCEPTED. (See Free-.Vasous.)
MASSAC COUNTY, an extreme southern
county of the State and one of the smallest, its
area, being but little more than 240 square miles,
with a population (1890) of 11.313— named for
Fort JIassac, within its borders. The surface is
liilly toward the north, but the bottom lands
along the Ohio River are swampy and liable to
frequent overflows. A considerable portion of the
natural resources consists of timber oak, walnut, poplar, hickory, cypress and Cottonwood
abounding. Saw-mills are found in nearly every
town, and considerable grain and tobacco are

—

The original settlers were largely from
Ohio, Kentucky and North Carolina, and hospiraised.

Jletropolis, on the Ohio
tality is traditional.
It was laid off in 1839,
River, is the county-seat.
although Massac County was not separately
organized until 18-13. At Massac City may be
seen the ruins of the early French fort of that
name.

MASSAC COUNTY REBELLION,

the

name

an outbreak of mob violence
Massac County, in 1845-46. xVn
arrested criminal having asserted that an organized band of tliieves and robbers existed, ami
having given the names of a large number of the

commonly given
which occurred

to

in

processes of

regarded, several
prisoners,

were drowned

members
some

of

of the posse being led

whom,

it

was

believed,

Ohio River. All the incarcerated "regulators" were again released, the Sheriff
and his supporters were once more ordered to
leave, and fresh seizures and outrages followed
each other in quick succession. To remedy this
condition of affairs, the Legislatuie of 1847 enacted
a law creating district courts, under the provisions of which a Judge might hold court in any
county in his circuit. This virtually conferred
upon the Judge the right to change the venue at
his own discretion, and thus secure juries unbiased
by local or partisan feeling. The effect of this
in the

legislation was highly beneficial in restoring
although the embers of the feud still
smoldered and intermittently leaped into flame
quiet,

for several years thereafter.

MATHENY, Charles R., pioneer, was born in
Loudoun County, Va., March 6, 1786, licensed as a
Methodist preacher, in Kentucky, and, in 1805,
came to St. Clair County (then in Indiana Territory), as a missionary.
Later, he studied law and
was admitted to the bar; served in the Third
Territorial (1817) and the Second State Legislatures (1820-22); removed, in 1821, to the newly
organized county of Sangamon, where he was
appointed the first County Clerk, remaining in
office eighteen years, also for some years holding,
at the same time, the offices of Circuit Clerk.
Judge. Died, while
Recorder and Probate
County Clerk, in 1839.— Noah W. (Matheny), son
of the preceding, was born in St. Clair Countj', 111.
July 3L 1815; was assistant of his father in the

—
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County Clerk's ofBce
on the death of the

in

Sangamon County,

latter,

(November,

1839),

and,

was

elected his successor, and re-elected for eight consecutive terms, serving until 1873. Died, April

H. (Matheny), another son.
County served in
his youth as Clerk in various local offices was a
member of the Constitutional Convention of 1847,
30,

1877.

born Oct.

Jamesi

30, 1818, in St. Clair

;

;

elected Circuit Clerk in 1852, at the close of his

term beginning the practice of law; was com-

holder, with the construction of- the

Morgan (now Wabash)

Sangamon

was

&

Railroad, extending from

Springfield to the Illinois river at Naples,

and

with the old ChiGalena Union Railroad. From 1835 until
Mather served as one of the
Trustees of Illinois College at Jacksonville, and
also identified, financially,

cago
liis

&

death, Colonel

was a liberal contributor to the endowment of
that institution. His death occurred during a
visit to Philadelphia, March 28, 1853.

missioned Lieutenant-Colonel of the One Hundred
Illinois Volunteers, in October,
1862, and, after the siege of Vicksburg, served as

elected Governor of Illinois (1853-57),

Advocate until July, 1864, when he
He then returned to his profession,
was elected County Judge of Sangain
1873,
but,
mon County, holding the office by repeated rehaving
elections until his death, Sept. 7, 1890,

experience in business and as a teacher, in 1831
he went to South Carolina, where he was foreman
in the construction of the first railroad in that
In 1834 he removed to Illinois, where he
State.
became a contractor on the Illinois & Michigan

resided in Springfield 68 years.
MATHER, Thomas, pioneer

Joliet.

and Fourteenth

Judge

resigned.

—

merchant, was
born, April 24. 1795, at Simsbury, Hartford
County, Conn. in early manhood was engaged
for a time in business in New York City, but, in
the spring of 1818, came to Kaskaskia, 111., where
he soon after became associated in business with
James L. Lamb and others. This firm was
afterwards quite extensively engaged in trade
with New Orleans. Later he became one of the
founders of the town of Chester. In 1820 Mr.
Slather was elected to the lower branch of the
Randolph
Second General Assembly from
Count}', was re-elected to the Third (serving for
a part of the session as Speaker), and again to the
Fourth, but, before the expiration of his last term,
resigned to accept an appointment from President John Quincy Adams as Commissioner to
locate the military road from Independence to
Santa Fe, and to conclude treaties with the
Indians along the line. In the Legislature of
1832 he was one of the most determined opjionents of the scheme for securing a pro-slavery
Constitution. In 1828 he was again elected to
the House and, in 1832, to the Senate for a term
He also served as Colonel on the
of four years.
staff of Governor Coles, and was supported for the
United States Senate, to fill the vacancy caused
by the death of John McLean, in 1830. Having
removed to Springfield in 1835, he became prominent in business affairs there in connection with
his former partner, Mr. James L. Lamb: in 1837
was appointed a member of the first Board of
Fund Commissioners for the State under the
internal improvement system; also served seven
years as President of the Springfield branch of
was connected, as a stockt.ie State Bank:
;

in

MATTESOJf, Joel Aldrich, ninth regularly
was born
Watertown, N. Y. August 8, 1808; after some
,

Canal, and

also

engaged in manufacturing at

After serving three terms in the State

was elected Governor in 1852, and, in
1855, was defeated by Lyman Trumbull for the
United States Senatorship. At the close of his
gubernatorial term he was complimented by the

Senate, he

Legislature, and retired to private life a popular

man.

Later, there were developed grave scandals
connection with the refunding of certain
canal scrip, with which his name unfortunately
was connected. He turned over property to
the State of the value of nearly §250,000, for its
indemnification. He finally took up his residence in Chicago, and later spent considerable
time in travel in Europe. He was for many
years the lessee and President of the Chicago &
Alton Railroad. Died in Chicago, Jan. 31, 1873.
MATTHEWS, Asa C, ex-Comptroller of the
United States Treasury, was born in Pike County,
in

—

—

graduated from Illinois Coland was admitted to the bar three
the outbreak of the Civil War,
he abandoned a remunerative practice at Pittsfield to enlist in the army, and was elected and
commissioned a Captain in the Ninety-ninth Illi111.,

March

22, 1833;

lege in 1855,

years

later.

Upon

He rose to the rank of Colonel,
being mustered out of the service in August,
1865.
He was appointed Collector of Internal
Revenue in 1869, and Supervisor for the District
composed of Illinois, Wisconsin and Michigan, in
1875.
Being elected to the Thirtieth General
Assembly in 1876, he resigned his office, and was
On the
re-elected to the Legislature in 1878.
death of Judge Higbee, Governor Hamilton
appointed Mr. Matthews to fill the vacancy thus
created on the bench of the Sixth Circuit, his
term expiring in 1885. In 1888 he. was elected to
nois Volunteers.
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General Assembly and was
chosen Speaker of the House. In May, 18!S9,
President Harrison named him First Comptroller of the United States Treasury, and the
House, by a unanimous vote, expressed its gratification at his selection.
Since retiring from
office. Colonel Matthews has devoted his attention
t)ie

Thirty-sixth

to the practice of his profession at Pittstield.

MATTHEWS, Milton W., lawyer and journalwas born in Clark County. 111., March 1, iy4(>,
educated in the common schools, and, near the
close of the war, served in a 100-days" regiment;
began teaching in Champaign County in ISG."),
studied law and was admitted to the bar in 1867
in 1873 was appointed Master in Chancery, served
two terms as Prosecuting Attorney, and, in 1888,
was elected to the State Senate, meanwhile, from
-1879. discharging the duties of editor of "Tlie
Champaign County Herald," of which he was
During his last session in the
also proprietor.
State Senate (1891-92) he served as President pro
tem. of that body; was also President of the
State Press Association and served on the staff of
Governor Fifer, with the rank of Colonel of the
Died, at Urbana, May
Illinois National Guard.
ist,

10,

1892.

MATTOOX. an

important city in Coles County,
from Chicago and 56 miles
west of Terre Haute, Ind. a point of junction for
three lines of railway, and an important shipping
point for corn and broom corn, which are both
extensively grown in the surrounding region. It
172 miles west of south

;

has several banks, foundries, machine shops,
brick and tile-works. flour-milLs, grain-elevators,
veith two daily and four weekly newspapers; also
has good graded schools and a high school. The
repair shops of the Cleveland, Cincinnati. Chi
cago & St. Louis Railroad are located here.

Population

(1880).

MAXWELL,
was born

.1,7.37:

fl890), 6,833.

Philip, M.D., pioneer physician,

at Guilford, Vt., April

3,

1799,

graduated

in medicine and practiced for a time at Sacketf s
Harbor, also serving in the New York Legislature; was appointed Assistant Surgeon at Fort

remaining intil the abandonment of the fort at the end of 1836. In 1838 he
was promoted Surgeon, and served with Gen.
Zachary Taylor in the campaign against the Seniinoles in Florida, but resumed private practice in
Chicago in 1844; served two terms as Representative in the General Assembly (1848-52) and. in
1855, settled on the shores of Lake Geneva, Wis.,
Dearborn, in

1.833.

where he died, Nov. 5, 1859.
MAY, William L., early lawyer and Congressman, was born in Kentucky, came at an early day

:i5:

and afterwards to Jacksonville; was elected from Morgan County to the
.Sixth General Assembly (1828), and the next year
removed to Springfield, having been appointed by
President Jackson Receiver of Public Jloneys for
the Land Office there.
He was twice elected to
Congress (1834 and "36), the first year defeating
Benjamin Mills, a brilliant lawyer of (Jalena.
to Edwardsville,

111.,

May became a resident of Peoria, but
removed to California, where he died,
L., legislator, was born in Albemarle County Va., March 7, 1810; came to
Edwards County, III, in 1828, and began teachLater,

finally

MAYO, Walter

He took part in the Black Hawk War
(1831-32), being appointed by Governor Reynolds
Quartermaster of a battalion organized in that
section of the State.
He had previously been
appointed County Clerk of Edwards County to till
a vacancy, and continued, by successive re-elections, to occupy the position for thirty-seven
years also acting, for a portion of the time, as
Circuit Clerk, Judge of Probate and County Treasurer.
In 1870 he was elected Representative in
the Twenty-seventh General Assembly for the
Edwards County District. On the evening of Jan.
18, 1878, he
mysteriously disappeared, having
been last seen at the Union Depot at East St.
Louis, when abi.ut to take the train for his home
at Albion, and is supposed to have been secretly
murdered. No trace of his body or of the crime
was ever discovered, and the affair has remained
one of the mysteries of the criminal history of
ing.

—

Illinois.

MAYWOOD, a village of Cook County, and
suburb of Chicago, 10 miles west of that city, on
the Chicago & Northwestern and the Chicago
Great Western Riilways; has churches, two
weekly newspapers, public schools and some
manufactures. Population (1890). 2,076.
McAllister, William K., jurist, was born in
Washington County, N, Y., in 1818. After
admission to the bar he commenced practice at
Albion, N. Y., and, in 1854, removed to Chicago.
In 18G6 he was a candidate for the bench of the
Superior Court of that city, but was defeated by
Judge Jameson. Two years later he was chosen
Judge of the Recorder's Court, and. in 1870, was
elected a Justice of the Supreme Court, which
position he resigned in 1875, having been elected
a Judge of the Circuit Court of Cook County to
fill a vacancy.
He was re-elected for a full term
and assigned to Appellate Court duty in 1879.

He was

elected

for a third

time in

1885, but,

before the expiration of his term, he died, Oct.

;
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McARTHUR,

John, soldier, was born in Erskine, Scotland, Nov. 17, 1826; worked at his
father's trade of blacksmith until 23 3'ears old,
when, coming to the United States, he settled in
Chicago. Here he became foreman of a boilermaking establishment, later acquiring an establishment of his own. Having joined the Twelfth
Illinois Volunteers at the beginning of the war,
with a company of which he was Captain, he
was chosen Lieutenant-Colonel, still later Colonel,
and, in March, 18G2, promoted to Brigadier-General for gallantry in the assault on Fort Donelson,
where he commanded a brigade. At Shiloh he
was wounded, but after having his wound dressed,
returned to the flght and succeeded to the command of the Second Division when Gen. \V. H. L.
Wallace fell mortally wounded. He commanded
a division of McPherson's corps in the operations
against Vicksbui'g, and bore a conspicuous part in
the battle of Nashville, where he commanded a
division under Gen. A. J. Smith, winning a brevet
Major-Generalship by his gallantry. General
McArthur was Postmaster of Chicago from 1873

ILLINOIS.

began practice at Monmouth, removing the following year to Galva. In April, 1861, he enlisted
in what afterwards became the Seventeenth
Regiment Illinois Volunteers, was commissioned
a First Lieutenant, but, a year later, was compelled to resign on account of ill- health. A few
months later he re-enlisted in the One Hundred
and Twelfth Illinois, being soon promoted to a
captaincy, although serving much of the time as
Judge Advocate on courts-martial, and, for one
year, as Acting Assistant Adjutant-General in the
Army of the Ohio. At the conclusion of his term
of service in the army, he resumed the practice
of his profession at

Fairfield,

McCAGG, Ezra

Butler, lawyer, was born at
Kinderhook, N Y. Nov. 22, 182.'); studied law at
Hudson, and, coming to Chicago in 1847, entered
tlie law office of J. Young Scammon, soon afterwards becoming a member of the firm of Scammon & McCagg. During the war Mr. McCagg
was an active mem ber of the United States Sanitary Commission, and (for sonie years after the
fire of 1871) of the Relief and .\id Society; is also
a life-member and officer of the Chicago Historical Society, besides being identified with several
State and mimicipal boards. His standing in liis
profession is shown by the fact that he has been
more than once offered a non-partisan nomination for Justice of the Supreme Court, but has declined. He occupies a high rank in literary circles,
as well as a connoisseur in art, and is the owner of a
large private library collected since the destruction
of one of the best in the West by the fire of 1871.
McCartney, James, lawyer and ex-Attorney
General, was born of Scotch parentage in the
north of Ireland. Feb. 14, 1835; at two years of
age was brought to the United States and, until
184.'), resided in Pennsylvania, wlien his parents
removed to Trumbull Count3'. Ohio. Here he
spent his youth in general farm work, meanwliile
attending a high school and finallj' engaging in
teaching.
In 18.56 he began the study of law at
Warren, Ohio, which he continued a year later in
the office of Harding & Reed, at Monmouth, 111.
was admitted to the bar in January, '18.')8, and
.

;

in 1880

was

General of the State, and, during his last year in
office, began the celebrated "Lake Front suits"
which finally terminated successfully for the'
city of Chicago.
Since retiring from office. General McCartney has been engaged in the practice
of his profession, chiefly in Springfield and Chicago, having been a resident of the latter city
.since 1890.

McCartney, Robert

to 1877.

111.

nominated and elected, as a Republican, Attorney-

Wilson, lawyer

and

was born

in Trumbull County, Ohio,
spent a portion of his boyhood in
Pennsylvania, afterwards returning to Y'oungstown, Ohio, where he enlisted as a private in the
Sixtli Ohio Cavalry.
He was severely wounded
at the battle of Gettysburg, lying two days and
jurist,

March

19, 1843,

nights on the field and enduring untold suffering.
As soon as able to take the field he was commissioned, by Governor Cvirtin. a Captain in the
Eighty-third Pennsylvania Volunteers, serving in
the army of the Potomac to the close of the war,

and taking part in the grand review at Washington in May, 186.'). After the war he took a course
in a business college at Pittsburg, removed to
Cleveland and began the study of law, but soon
came to Illinois, and, having completed his law
studies

with

his

brother.

J.

T.

McCartney, at

iletropolis, was admitted to the bar in 1868; also
edited a Republican paper there, became interested in lumber manufacture and was one of the

founders of the First National Bank of that city.
In 1873 he was elected County Judge of Massac
County, serving nine years, when (1882) he was
elected Representative in the Thirty-third General Assembly.
At the close of his term in the
Legislatm-e he was elected Judge of the Circuit
Court for the first Circuit, serving from 188.5 to
1891.

was

Died.

Oct. 27, 1893.
Judge McCartney
and patriotic. The city
owes to him the Free Public Library-

able, public-spirited

of Metropolis

bearing his name.
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McCLAl'GHRY, Robert Wilson,
was born
111..

July

at

penologist,

Fountain Green, Hancock County,
being descended from Scotch

22, 1S39,

Irish ancestry

— his grandfather, who was a native

of the North of Ireland, having

come

to

America

youth and served in the War of the RevoluThe subject of this sketch grew up on a
farm, attending school in the winter until 1854,
then spent the next two winters at an academy,
and, in 18.")6. began a course in Monmouth ColThe following
lege, where he graduated in 1860.
j'ear he spent as instructor in Latin in the same
in his
tion.

institution, but, in 1861, l)ecanie editor of

"The

Carthage Rei)ublican," a Democratic paper,
wliicli he made a strong advocate of the cause of
the Union, meanwhile, both by his pen and on
the stump, encouraging enlistments in the army.
About the first of July, 1862, having disposed of
liis interest in the paper, he enlisted in a company
of which he was unanimously chosen Captain,
and which, with four other companies organized
in the same section, became the nucleus of the
One Hundred and Eighteenth Illinois Volunteers.
The regiment having been completed at Camp
Butler, he was elected Major, and going to the
field in the following fall, took part in General
Sherman's first movement against Vicksburg by
way of Chickasaw Bayou, in December, 1863.
Later, as a member of Osterhaus' Division of General McClernand's corps, he participated with his
regiment in the capture of Arkansas Post, and in
tlie oi)erations against Vicksburg -which resulted
capture of that stronghold, in July. 18G3.
then joined the Department of tlie Gulf under
command of General Banks, but was compelled
in the

lie

sickness to return north. Having sufficiently
recovered, he spent a few months in the recruitliy

ing service (1864). but. in May of that year, was
transferred, by order of President Lincoln, to the
Pay Department, as Additional-Paymaster, with
the rank of Major, being finally assigned to duty
at Springfield, where lie remained, paying off Illinois regiments as mustered out of the service,
13, 186.5, when he was honorably disA few weeks later he was elected
County Clerk of Hancock County, serving four
years.
In the meantime he engaged in the stone
business, as head of the firm of R. W. McClaughry
& Co. furnishing stone for the basement of the
State Capitol at Springfield and for bridges across
the Mississippi at Quincy and Keokuk later
being engaged in tlie same business at St. Genevieve, Mo,, with headcjuarters at St. Louis. Compelled to retire by failing health, lie took up his
residence at Monmouth in 1873, but, in 1874, was

until Oct.

charged.

.

—

:350

called to the wardenship of the State Penitentiary at Joliet.
1888,

when he

tendencj'

of

Here he remained

until

December,

resigned to accept the superinthe Industrial Reformatory at

Huntingdon, Pa., but. in May, 1891, accepted
from JIayor Washburne the position of Chief of
Police in Chicago, continuing in service, under

Mayor Harrison, until August. 1893, when he
became Superintendent of the Illinois State
Reformatory at Pontiac. Early in 1897 he was
again offered and accepted the position of "Warden
of the State Penitentiary at Joliet.
Here he remained until 1899. when he received from President McKinley the appointment of Warden of the
Prison at Fort Leavenworth, Kan.,
position he now (1899) occupies. Major McClaughry "s administration of penal and reformatory institutions has been eminently satisfactoiy,
and he has taken rank as one of the most success-

Military

which

ful penologists in the country.

MeCLELLAX, Robert

H., lawyer and banker,
Washington County. X. Y., Jan. 3,
Union College, Schenectady,
in 1847, and then studied law with Hon. Martin I.
Townsend, of Troy, being admitted to the bar in
18.50.
The same year he removed to Galena, IlL
during his first winter there, edited "The Galena
Gazette,"" and the following spring formed a
partnership with John M. Douglas, afterwards
General Solicitor and President of the Illinois
Central Railroad, which ended with the removal

was born

in

1823; graduated at

;

Chicago, when Mr JlcClellan
succeeded him as local attorney of tlie road at
Galena. In 1804 Mr. McClellan became President
of the Bank of Galena— later the "National Bank
of Galena" remaining for over twenty years.
of the latter to

—

He

also largely interested in local manufacand financial institutions elewhere. He

is

tories

served

as a Republican Representative in the
Twenty-second General Assembly (1861-62). and
as Senator (1876-80), and maintained a high rank
as a sagacious and judicious legislator.
Liberal,
public-spirited and patriotic, his name has been
prominently connected with all movements for
the improvement of his loivality and the advance-

ment

of the interests of the State.

McCLER>'AXD, John Alexander, a
officer in the Civil

War and

was

volunteer

prominent Demo-

born in Breckenridge
County, Ky., May 30, 1812, brought to Shawneetown in 1816, was admitted to the b.ar in 1832.
and engaged in journalism for a time. He served
in the Black Hawk War. and was elected to the
Legislature in 1836. and again in 1840 and '43.
The latter year he was elected to Congress, servcratic

politician,

HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.

360

ing four consecutive terms, but declining a
renomination, being about to remove to JacksonTwice
ville, where he resided from 1S51 to 1856.
(1840 and '52) he was a Presidential Elector on
the Democratic ticket. In 1856 he removed to
Springfield, and, in 1859, re-entered Congress as
Representative of the Springfield District; was
re-elected in 1860, but resigned in 1861 to accept
a commission as Brigadier-Xreneral of Volunteers
from President Lincoln, being promoted MajorGeneral early in 1863. lie participated in the
battles of Belmont, Fort Donelson, Shiloh and
before Vicksburg, and was in command at the
capture of Arkansas Post, but was severely criticised for some of his acts during the Vicksburg
campaign and relieved of his command by GenHaving finally been restored by
eral Grant.
order of President Lincoln, he participated in the
campaign in Louisiana and Texas, but resigned
General McClernand
his commission in 1864.
presided over the Democratic National Convenappointed by Presiwas
and,
in
1886,
tion of 1876,
dent Cleveland one of the members of the Utah
President Harrithrough
serving
Commission,
son's

administration.

He

was

also

elected

Circuit Judge in 1870, as succ essor to Hon. B. S.
Edwards, who had resigned.
McCLURU, Alexander C, soldier and publisher, was born in Philadelphia but grew up in
Pittsburg, where his father was an iron manuHe graduated at Miami University.
facturer.
Oxford, Ohio., and, after studying law for a time
with Chief Justice Lowrie of Pennsylvania, came
to Chicago in 1859, and entered the bookstore of
Early in
S. C. Griggs & Co. as a junior clerk.
,

1861 he enlisted as a private in the War of the
Rebellion, but the quota of three-months' men

being already full, his services veere not accepted.
In August. 1863, he became a member of the
"Crosby Guards," afterwards incorporated in the
Eighty -eighth Illinois Infantry (Second Board of
Trade Regiment), and was unanimously elected
Captain of Company H. After the battle of
Perryville, he was detailed as Judge Advocate at
Nashville, and, in the following year, offered the
position of Assistant Adjutant-General on the
staff of General McCook, afterwards serving in a
similar capacity on the staffs of Generals Thomas,
Sheridan and Baird. He took part in the defense
of Chattanooga and, at the battle of Missionary
Ridge, had two liorses shot under him was also
with the Fourteenth Army Corps in the Atlanta
campaign, and, at the request of Gen. Jeff. C.
Davis, was promoted to the rank of Colonel and
later, being prebrevetted Brigadier-General
;

—

sented with a sword bearing the names of the
battles in which he was engaged,
besides being especially complimented in letters
by Generals Sherman, Thomas, Baird, Mitchell,
Davis and others. He was invited to enter the
regular army at the close of the war, but preferred to return to private life, and resumed his
former position with S. C. Griggs & Co., soon
after becoming a junior partner in the concern,
of which he has since become the chief. In the
various mutations through which this extensive
firm has gone. General McClurg has been a leading factor until now (and since 1887) he stands
at the head of the most extensive publishing firm
west of New York.
McCON?(EL, Murray, pioneer and lawyer, was
born in Orange County, N. Y., Sept. 5, 1798, and
educated in the common schools; left home at
14 years of age and, after a year at Louisville,
spent several years flat-boating, trading and
hunting in the West, during this period visiting
Arkansas, Texas and Kansas, finally settling on a
farm near Herculaneum, Mo. In 1823 he located
in Scott (then a part of Morgan) County, 111., but
when the town of Jacksonville was laid out,
became a citizen of that place. During the Black
Hawk War (July and August, 1832), he served on
the staff of Gen. J. D. Henry with the rank of
Major in 1837 was appointed by Governor Duncan a member of the Board of Public Works for
the First Judicial District, in this capacity having
charge of the construction of the railroad between
Meredosia and Springfield (then known as the
Northern Cross Railroad) the first public railroad built in the State, and the only one constructed during the "internal improvement" era
following 1837. He also held a commission from
Governor French as Major-General of State Militia, and was appointed by President Buchanan
Fifth Auditor of the Treasury Department, but
resigned in 1858. In 1833, on his return from
the Black Hawk War, he was elected a Representative in the State Legislature from Morgan
County, and, in 1864, was elected to the State
Senate for the District composed of Morgan,
Menard, Cass, Schuyler and Brown Counties,
serving until 1868. Though previously a Democrat and a delegate to the Democratic National
Convention of 1860, he was an earnest supporter
of the war policy of the Government, and was
one of four Democratic Senators, in the General
Assembly of 1865, who voted for the ratification
of the Thirteenth Amendment of the National
Constitution, prohibiting slavery in the United
His ^eath occurred by assassination, by
States.

principal

;

—
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some unknown person, in his oflBce at Jacksonville, Feb. 9, 1869.— John Ludlum (McConnel),
son of the preceding, was born in Jacksonville,
Nov. 11, 1826, studied law and graduated at
Transylvania Law School; in 1846 enlisted as a
private in the Mexican War. became First Lieutenant and was promoted Captain after the battle
of Buena Vista, where he was twice wounded.
After the war he returned to Jacksonville and
wrote several books illustrative of Western life
111.,

and character, which were ])ublished between
At the time of his death— Jan.
1850 and 1853.
17, 1862— he was engaged in the preparation of a
"History of Early Explorations in America," having special reference to the labors of the early

Roman Catholic
McCON^ELL,

missionaries.

{(ien). John, soldier, was born
Madison County, N. Y., Dec. 5, 182-1, and came
with his parents to Illinois when about sixteen
years of age. His father (James McConnell) was
a native of Ireland, who came to the United

in

States shortly before the

War

of 1812, and, after
until 1840, came to San-

remaining in New York
gamon County, 111., locating a few miles south of
Springfield, where he engaged extensively in
sheep-raising.
He was an enterprising and progressive agriculturist, and was one of the founders
of the State Agricultural Society, being President
of the Convention of 18.52 which resulted in its

His death took place, Jan.

organization.

7,

1807.

The subject of this sketch was engaged with his
father and brothers in the farming and stock
business until 1861, when he raised a company
for the Third Illinois Cavalry, of which he was
elected Captain, was later promoted Major, serving until March, 1863, during that time taking
part in some of the important battles of the war
in Southwest Missouri, including Pea Ridge, and

was highly complimented by
Gen.

his

Dodge, for bravery.

G. M.

months

commander,

Some

three

after leaving the Third Cavalry, he

was

commissioned by Governor Yates Colonel of the
Fifth Illinois Cavalry, and, in March, 1865, was
commissioned Brevet Brigadier-General, his commission being signed by President Lincoln on
April
of

liis

14, 1865,

the morning preceding the night
During the latter part of

assassination.

his service. General

McConnell was on duty in

Texas, being finally mustered out in October,
1863.
After the death of his father, and until
1879, he continued in the business of sheep-raising
and farming, being for a time the owner of
several extensive farms in
but, in 1879,

Sangamon County,

engaged in the insurance business
where he died. March 14, 1898.

in Springfield,

McConnell, Samuel
was born at
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P., .son of the preceding,

Springfield,

111.,

on July

1849.

5,

After completing his literary studies he read law
at Springfield in the office of Stuart,

Brown, and was admitted to the bar

Edwards

&

in 1872, soon

after establishing himself in practice in Chicago.

After various partnerships, in which he was asso-

was
Judge of the Cook County Circuit Court,
fill the vacancy caused by the death of

ciated with leading lawyers of Chicago, he

elected

in 1889. to

Judge W. K. McAllister, serving

until 1894,

when

he resigned to give his attention to private pracAlthough one of the youngest Judges upon
the bench. Judge McConnell was called upon,
soon after his election, to preside at the trial of
the conspirators in the celebrated Cronin murtler
case, in which he displayed great ability.
He has
also had charge, as presiding Judge, of a number
of civil suits of great importance affecting cortice.

porations.

McCORMICK, Cyrus

Hall, inventor and manuRockbridge County, Va., Feb. 1.5,
In youth he manifested unusual mechanical ingenuity, and early began attempts at the
manufacture of some device for cutting grain, his
first finished machine being produced in
1831.
facturer, born in
1809.

Though he had been manufacturing for j-ears
in a small way, it was not until 1844 that his
first machine was shipped to the West, and,
in 1847, he came to Chicago witli a view to
manufacture in tlie heart of the
use would be most in demand.
was
William B. Ogden, afterwards so widely known
in connection with Chicago's railroad history.
The business grew on his hands until it became
one of the largest manufacturing interests in the
United States. Mr. McCormick was a Democrat,
and, in 1860, he bought "Tlie Chicago Times."'
and having united it with "The Herald," which
he already owned, a few months later sold the
consolidated concern to Wilbur F. Storey.
"The
Interior," the Northwestern mouthpiece of the
Presbyterian faith, had been founded by a joint
stock-company in 1870, but was burned out in
1871 and removed to Cincinnati.
In January,
1872, it was returned to Chicago, and, at the
beginning of the following year, it became the
property of Jlr. McCormick in conjunction with
Dr. Gray, who has been its editor and manager
ever since. Mr. McCormick's most liberal work
was undoubtedly the endowment of the Presbyterian Theological Seminary in Chicago, which
goes by his name. His death occuiTed, May 13,
establishing

region where

One

1884,

its

its

of his early partners in the business

after a

business

life of

almost unprece-
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dented success, and after conferring upon tlie
agriculturists of tlie countrj' a boon of inestimable
value.

Mccormick theological seminary, a
Presbyterian school of theology in Chicago, being the outgrowtli of an institution originally connected with Hanover College. Ind.. in 1830. In
1859 the late Cyrus H. McCormick donated $100,000 to the school, and it was removed to Chicago,
where it was opened in September, with a class
of fifteen students. Since then nearly §300,000
have been contributed toward a building fund by
Mr. McCormick and his lieirs, besides numerous
donations to the same end made by otliers. Tlie
number of buildings is nine, four being for the
general purposes of the institution (including
dormitories), and five being houses for the proThe course of instruction covers three
fessors.
annual terms of seven months each, and includes
didactic

and

polemic theology,

theology,

and
and pastoral

biblical

ecclesiastical liistory, sacred rhetoric

church government and the sacraTestament literature and exegesis,

New

ments,

apologetics and missions, and horailetics. The
faculty consists of eight professors, one adjunct
professor, and one instructor in elocution and

vocal culture.

Between 200 and 300 students are

enrolled, including post-gi-aduates.

McCULLOCH,

David, lawyer and jurist, was
born in Cumberland County, Pa., Jan. 3.5. 1832;
received his academic education at Marshall College. Mercersburg, Pa. graduating in the class of
ISiTJ.
Then, after spending some six months as
a teacher in his native village, he came west,
arriving at Peoria early in 18.58. Here he conducted a private school for two years, when, in
185.5. he began the study of law in the oflBce of
Manning & Merriman, being admitted to the bar
Soon after entering upon his law studies
in 1857.
he was elected School Commissibner for Peoria
,

County, serving, by successive re-elections, three
terms (18.55-61). At the close of this period he
was taken into partnership with his old precepIn
tor, Julius Manning, who died, July 4, 1862.
1877 he was elected Circuit Judge for the Eighth
Circuit, under the law authorizing the increase of
Judges in each circuit to three, and was reelected in 1879, serving until 1885, Six years of
this period were spent as a Justice of the Appellate

Court

for

the

Third

Appellate

District.

On

from the bench. Judge McCuUoch entered
McCuUoch,
wliich is still maintained. Politically, Judge
McCuUoch was reared as a Democrat, but during
the Civil War became a Republican. Since 1886
retiring

into partnership with his son, E. D.

he has been identified with the Prohibition Party,
although, as the result of questions arising during
the Spanish-American War, giving a cordial
support to the policy of President McKinley. In
religious views he is a Presbyterian,

and

ber of the Board of Directors of the
Theological Seminary at Chicago.

MfCULLOUGH, James

Skiles,

is

a

mem-

McCormick
Auditor

of

Public Accounts, was born in Mercersburg.
Franklin County, Pa., May 4, 1843; in 1854 came
with his father to Urbana, 111., and grew up on a
farm in that vicinity, receiving such education as
could be obtained in the public schools. In 1863,
at the age of 19 years,

Company

he enlisted as a private in
Illinois
Volunteer

G, Seventy-sixth

and served during the next three years
in the Departments of the Mississippi and the Gulf,
meanwhile participating in the campaign against
Infantry,

Vicksburg, and, near the close of the war, in the
On the 9th of April,
1865, while taking part in the assault on Fort
Blakely, near Mobile, his left arm was torn to
pieces by a grape-shot, compelling its amputation
near the shoulder. His final discharge occurred
in July, 1865.
Returning home he spent a year in
school at Urbana, after which he vvas a student in
the Soldiers' College at Fulton, 111., for two years.
He then (1868) entered the office of the County
Clerk of Champaign County as a deputy, remaining until 1873, when he was chosen County Clerk,
serving by successive re-elections until 1896. The
latter year he received the nomination of the
Republican Partj' for Auditor of Public Accounts,
and, at the November election, was elected by a
plurality of 138,000 votes over his Democi'atic
opponent. He was serving his sixth term as
County Clerk when chosen Auditor, having
received the nomination of his party on each
occasion without opposition.
McDANNOLD, John J., lawyer and ex-Congressman, was born in Brown County, 111., August
89, 1851, acquired his early education in the common schools of his native county and in a private
school graduated from the Law Department of
the Iowa State University in 1874, and was
admitted to the bar in Illinois the same year,
commencing practice at Mount Sterling. In 1885
he was made Master in Chancery, in 1886, elected
County Judge, and re-elected in 1890, resigning
his seat in October, 1892, to accept an election by
the Democrats of the Twelfth Illinois District as
Representative in the Fifty-third Congress.
After retiring from Congress (March 4, 1895), Mr.
McDannold removed to Cliicago, where he
engaged in the practice of his profession.
operations about Mobile.

;

1=
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McDOXOUGH COUXTY,

organized umier an
act passed, Jan. 25, 1826, and attached, for judicial
Its
purposes, to Schuyler County until 1880.
present area is 580 square miles named in honor
The first settlement
of Commodore McDonougli.

—

county was at Industry, on tlie site of
which William Carter (the pioneer of the
county) built a cabin in 1826. James and Jolm
Vance and William Job settled in tlie vicinity in
in tlie

Out of this settlement grew
William Pennington located on
Spring Creek in 1828, and, in 1831, James M.
Campbell erected the first frame house on the
site of the present city of JIacomb.
Tlie first
sermon, preached by a Protestant minister in the
county, was delivered in the Job settlement by
Rev. John Logan, a Baptist. Among the early
officers were John Huston, County Treasurer;
William Southward. Slieriff; Peter Hale, CoroThe first
ner, and Jesse Bartlett, Surveyor.
term of the Circuit Court was held in 1830, and
presided over by Hon. Richard M. Young. Tlie
first railway to cross the county was the Chicago,
Burlington & Quincy (1857). Since then other
lines have penetrated it. and there are numerous
the following year.
Blandinsville.

railroad centers

able

and

sliipping points of consider-

Population

importance.

25,037;

(1880),

(1890), 27,467.

McDOUGALL, James Alexander, lawyer and
United States Senator, was born in Bethlehem,
Albany County, N. Y., Nov. 19. 1817; educated
at the Albany grammar scliool, studied law and
settled in Pike County, 111., in 1837; was Attorney-General of

Illinois four years (1843-47);

then

engaged in engineering and, in 1849, organized
and led an exploring expedition to the Rio del
Norte. Gila and Colorado Rivers, finally settling
at San Francisco and engaging in tlie practice of
law. In 1850 he was elected Attorney-General of
California, served s&veral terms in the State
Legislature, and, in 1852, was chosen, as a Democrat, to Congress, but declined a re-election; in

1860

was elected United States Senator from
War Democrat until

fornia, serving as a

At the

expiration of

to Albany. X. Y..

liis

senatorial term

where he

died,

Tliough somewliat irregular in
times, a brilliant

ing the

War

and

lie

Sept.

liabits,

Cali1867.

retired

3,

1867.

he was, at

efl'ective speaker, and, dur-

of the Rebellion, rendered valuable

aid to the Union cause.

McFARLAXD, Andrew,

M.D,, alienist, was
born in Concord. N. H.. July 14. 1817, graduated
at Jefferson Medical College. Pliiladelphia, in
1841, and, after being engaged in general practice
for a few years, was invited to assume the man-

agement

of the

New Hampshire

3G3
Asykiiii for the

Insane at Concord. Here he remained some
eight years, during which he acquired considertlie treatment of nervous and
mental disorders. In 1854 he was offered, and
accepted the position of Medical Superintendent
of the Illinois State (now Central) Hospital for
the Insane at Jacksonville, entering upon his
duties in June of that year, and continuing his
connection with that institution for a jieriod of
more than sixteen years. Having resigned his
position in the State Hospital in June, 1870, he
soon after established the Oaklawn Retreat, at
Jacksonville, a private institution for the treatment of insane patients, wliicli he conducted
with a great degree of success, and with wliich
he was associated during tlie remainder of his
Dr. McFarland's servlife, dying, Nov. 22, 1891.
ices were in frequent request as a medical expert
in cases before the courts, invariably, however,
on the side of the defense. The last case in which
he appeared as a witness was at the trial of Charles
F. Guiteau. the assassin of President Garfield,
whom he believed to be insane.
McWAHEY, David, settled in Crawford County,
III., in 1817, and served as Representative from
that County in the Third and Fourth General
Assemblies (1822-26), and as Senator in the
Eighth and Ninth (1832-36). Althougli a native
of Tennessee, Mr. McGahey was a strong opponent
of slaverj', and, at the .session of 1822. was one of
those who voted against the pro-slavery Constitution resolution.
He continued to reside in Lawrence County until his death in 1851. James D.
(McGahey), a son of tlie preceding, was elected
to the Ninth General Assembly from Crawford
County, in 1834, but died during his term of

able reputation in

service.

McGA\X, Lawrence Edward, ex-Congressman,
was born

His father
2, 1852.
following year his
United States, settling
at Milford, Mass., where he attended the public
In 1865 he came to Chicago, and, for
schools.
fourteen years, found employment as a shoemaker. In 1879 he entered the municipal service
as a clerk, and, on Jan. 1, 1885, was appointed
City Superintendent of Streets, resigning in May.
1891.
He was elected in 1892, as a Democrat, to
represent the Second Illinois District in the
Fifty-second Congress, and re-elected to the Fiftythird.
In 1894 he was a candidate for re-election
and received a certificate of election by a small
majority over Hugh R. Belknap (Republican).
An investigation having shown his defeat, he
in Ireland,

liaving died

in

1884,

mother emigrated

Feb.

the

to the

;
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magnanimously surrendered
petitor without a contest.

his seat to his

He

com-

has large business

interests in Chicago, especially in street railroad

property, being President of an important electric line.

McHENRY, a town in McIIenry County, situated on the Fox River and the Chicago & Northwestern Railway. The river is here navigable
for steamboats of light draft, which ply between
the town and Fox Lake (a distance of seven
miles), which is a favorite resort for sportsmen.
The town has four chm-ches, a manufactory of
farming implements and two weekly papers.
Population

(1880), 874; (1890), 979.

McHENRY, William, legislator and soldier
the Black Hawk War, came from Kentucky

of
to

Illinois in 1809, locating in "White County, and
afterwards became prominent as a legislator and
soldier in the War of 1813, and in the Black Hawk
War of 1833, serving in the latter as Major of
the "Spy Battalion" and participating in the
He also served as Representbattle of Bad Axe.
ative in the First, Fourth, Fifth and Ninth General Assemblies, and as Senator in the Sixth and
Seventh. While serving his last term in the
House (1835), he died and was buried at Vandalia,
then the State capital. McHenry County— organized by act of the Legislature, pas.scd at a second
session during the winter of 1835-36 was named
in his honor
McHENRY COUNTY, lies in the northern portion of the State, bounded on the north by Wisconsin named for Gen. William McHenry. Its
area is 624 square miles. With what is now the
County of Lake, it was erected into a county in
Three
1836, the county-seat being at McHenry.
years later the eastern part was set off as the
County of Lake, and the county-seat of McHenry
County removed to Woodstock, the geographThe soil is well watered by living
ical center.
springs and is highly productive. Hardwood
groves are numerous. Fruits and berries are
extensively cultivated, but the herbage is espe-

—

—

adapted to dairying, Kentucky blue grass
being indigenous. Large quantities of milk are
daily shipped to Chicago, and the annual production of butter and cheese reaches into the
The geological formations
millions of pounds.
comprise the drift and the Cincinnati and Niagara
groups of rocks. Near Fox River are found
gravel ridges. Vegetable remains and logs of
wood have been found at various depths in the
drift deposits in one instance a cedar log, seven
inches in diameter, having been discovered fortytwo feet below the surface. Peat is found everycially

;

where, although the most extensive deposits are
in the northern half of the county, where they
exist in sloughs covering several thousands of
Several lines of railroad cross the county,
acres.
and every important village is a railway station.
Woodstock, Marengo, and Harvard are the prinPopulation (1880), 24,908; (1890),
cipal towns.
26,114.

McINTOSH, (Capt.) Alexander, was born in
Fulton County, N. Y., in 1832; at 19 years of
age entered an academy at Galway Center,
remaining three years; in 1845 removed to Joliet,
years later, started "The Joliet
111., and, two
True Democrat," but sold out the next year, and,
in 1849, went to California. Returning in 1852, he
bought back "The True Democrat," which he
edited until 1857, meanwhile (1856) having been
elected Clerk of the Circuit Court and Recorder
of Will County.
In 1863 he was appointed by

President Lincoln Captain anil Assistant Quartermaster, serving under General Sherman in 1864
in the "March to the Sea," and, after the
war, being for a time Post Quartermaster at
Mobile.
Having resigned in 1866, he engaged in
mercantile business at Wilmington, Will County

and

but, in 1869, bought "The Wilmington Independent," which he published until 1873. The next
year he returned to Joliet, and, a few months
after,

became

political

editor

of

"The

Joliet

Republican," and was subsequently connected, in
a similar capacity, with other papers, including
"The Phoenix" and "The Sun" of the same city.
Died, in Joliet, Feb.

2,

1899.

McKENDREE, William, Methodist Episcopal
Bishop, was born in Virginia, in 1757, enlisted as
a private in the War of the Revolution, but later
served as Adjutant and in the commissary department. He was converted at 30 years of age, and
the next year began preaching in his native
State, being advanced to the position of Presiding
Elder; in 1800

was transferred

nois falling within his District.

to the West,

Illi-

Here he remained

elevation to the episcopacy in 1808.
McKendree College, at Lebanon, received its
until

his

name from him,

together with a donation of 480

acres of land. Died, near Nashville, Tenn.,
5,

March

1835.

McKENDREE COLLEGE,
Illinois colleges, located at

one of the earliest of

Lebanon and incorpo-

Its founding was suggested by
Rev. Peter Cartwright, and it may be said to
have had its inception at the Methodist Episcopal
Conference held at Mount Carmel, in September,
The first funds for its establishment were
1827.
subscribed by citizens of Lebanon, who contrib-

rated in 1835.
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uted from their scanty means, §1,385. Instruction began, Nov. 24. 1828, under Rev. Edward
Ames, afterwards a Bishop of the Methodist Episcopal Church. In 1830 Bisliop McKendree made
a donation of land to the infant institution, and
the scliQol was named in his lionor. It cannot be
said to have become reallj- a college until 1836,
and its first class graduated in 1841. University
powers were granted it by an amendment to its
charter in 1839. At present the departments are
follows:

as

Preparatory,

business,

classical,

music and oratory. The instituowns property to the value of §90,000. including an endowment of S25.000, and has about 200
scientific, law,

tion

students,

of

instructors.

both

sexes,

and a faculty of ten

(See Colleges. Early.)

McLAREK, William Edward, Episcopal

Bishop,
was born at Geneva, N. Y., Dec. 13, 1831; graduated at Washington and Jefferson College (Washington, Pa.) in 1851, and, after six years spent in
teaching and in journalistic work, entered Allegheny Theological .Seminary, graduating and
entering the Presbyterian ministry in 1800. For
three years he was a missionary at Bogota, South
America, and later in charge of churclies at
Having entered
Peoria, 111., and Detroit, Mich.
the Protestant Episcopal Church, he was made a
deacon in July, 1872, and ordained priest the fol-

lowing October, immediately thereafter assuming
the pastorate of Trinity Chm-ch, Cleveland, Ohio.
In July, 1875, he was elected Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Diocese of Illinois, which then
included the whole State. Subsequently, the
dioceses of Quincy and Springfield were erected
therefrom. Bishop McLaren remaining at the
head of the Chicago See. During liis episcopate,
clmrch work has been active and effective, and
the Western Tl-.eological Seminary in Chicago
has been founded. His published works include
numerous sermons, addresses and poems, besides
a volume entitled "Catholic Dogma the Antidote
to Doubt" (New York, 1884).
Mclaughlin, Robert K., early lawyer and
State Treasurer, was born in Virginia, Oct. 25,
1779; before attaining liis majority went to Kentucky, and, about 1815, removed to Illinois, settling finally at Belleville, where he entered upon
the practice of law. The first public position
held by him seems to have been tliat of Enrolling
and Engrossing Clerk of botli Houses of the Third
(or last) Territorial Legislature (1816-18).
In

August, 1819, he entered upon the duties of State

John Thomas, who had
been Treasurer during the whole Territorial
Becoming a
period, serving until January, 1823.

Treasurer, as successor to

365

by the removal thither of the
State capital a few months later, he continued to
He subsereside there the remainder of his life.
quently represented the Fayette District as
Representative in tlie Fifth General Assembly,
and as Senator in the Sixth, Seventh and Tenth,
citizen of Vandalia.

and, in 1837, became Register of the Land Office
Altliough an
at Vandalia, serving until 1845.
uncle of Gen. Joseph Duncan, he became a candidate for Governor against the latter, in 1834,

standing third on the list. He married a Miss
Bond, a niece of Gov. Shadrach Bond, under
whose administration he served as State Treasurer.
Died, at Vandalia, May 29, 1862.
McLEAN, a village of McLean County, on the
Chicago & Alton Railway, 14 miles southwest of
Bloomington, in a farming and stock-growing
district;
has one weekly paper. Population
(1880), 490; (1890), 500.

McLEAN, John,
was born

early United States Senator,

North Carolina in 1791, brought by
Kentucky when four years old, and.
at 23, was admitted to the bar and removed to
Illinois, settling at Shawneetown in 1815.
Possessing oratorical gifts of a high order and an
almost magnetic power over men, coupled with
in

his father to

strong common sense, a keen sense of humor and,
great command of language, he soon attained
prominence at tlie bar and as a popular speaker.
In 1818 he was elected the first Representative in
Congress from the new State, defeating Daniel P.
Cook, but served only a few months, being defeated by Cook at the next election. He was
tliree times elected to the Legislature, serving

once as Speaker. In 1824 he was chosen United
States Senator to succeed Governor Edwards (who
had resigned), serving one year. In 1828 he was
elected for a second time by a unanimous vote,
but lived to serve only one session, dying at
Sliawneetown, Oct. 4, 1830. In testimonj' of the
public appreciation of the loss which the State
liad sustained by his death, McLean County was

named

in his honor.

McLEAN COUNTT,
State,

the largest county of the
having an area of 1166 square miles, is

central as to the region north of the latitude of

Louis and about midway between that city
and Chicago was named for John McLean, an
early United States Senator. The early immigrants were largely from Ohio, although Kentucky and New York were well represented. The
county was organized in 1830, the population at
that time being about 1,200. The greater portion
St.

—

of the surface

is

high, undulating prairie, with

occasional groves and belts of timber.

On

the

;
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creek bottoms are found black walnut, sycamore,
buckeye, black ash and elm, while the sandy
ridges are covered with scrub oak and black-jack
The soil is extremely fertile (generally a rich
brown loam), and the entire county is underlaid
with coal. The chief occupations are stock-rais
ing. coal-mining, agriculture and manufactures.

Sugar and Mackinaw Creeks, with their tribu
Sand and
afford thorough drainage.
gravel beds are numerous, but vary greatly in
depth. At Chenoa one has been found, in boring
for coal, thirty feet thick, overlaid by forty-five

taries,

feet of the clay

common

to this formation.

The

upper seam of coal in the Bloomington shafts

is

No. 6 of the general section, and the lower. No. 4;
the latter averaging four feet in thickness. The

towns are Bloomington (the countyNormal, Lexington, LeRoy and Chenoa.
Population (1880). 60, 100; (1890). 63,036.
McLEANSBORO, a city and the county-seat of
Hamilton County, upon a branch of the Louisville & Nashville Railroad. 103 miles east-southeast of St. Louis and about 48 miles southeast of
It has a court house and supports a
Centralia.
bank and three olmrches. Two weekly newspapers are published here, and the town is the
Population (1880), 1,341;
seat of a small college.

principal
seat).

(1890), 1,355.

McMULLIN, James C, Railway Manager, was
born at Watertown. N. Y., Feb. 13, 1836; began
work as Freight and Ticket Agent of the Great
Western Railroad (now Wabash), at Decatur, III.,
May, 1857, remaining until 1860, when he
accepted the position of Freight Agent of the
Chicago & Alton at Springfield. Here he remained until Jan. 1, 1863, when he was transferred in a similar capacity to Chicago; in
September, 1864, became Superintendent of the
Northern Division of the Chicago & Alton, afterwards successively filling the positions of Assistant General Superintendent (1867), General
Superintendent (1868-78) and General Manager
(1878-83).
The latter year he was elected VicePresident, remaining in office some ten years,
when ill-health compelled his retirement. Died,
in Chicago. Dec. 30, 1896.

McMURTRY,

William, Lieutenant-Governor,

was born in Mercer County, Ky., Feb 20, 1801
removed from Kentucky to Crawford County,
Ind., and,

settling in

in 1829,

came

to

Knox County. 111.,
He was elected

Henderson Township.

Representative in the Tenth General Assembly
(1836), and to the Senate in 1843, serving in the
Thirteenth and Fourteenth General Assemblies.
In 1848 he was elected Lieutenant-Governor on

the same ticket with Gov. A. C. French, being
the first to hold the office under the Constitution
adopted that year. In 1863 he assisted in raising
the One Hundred and Second Regiment Illinois
Volunteers, and, although advanced in years,
was elected Colonel, but a tew weeks later was
compelled to accept a discharge on account of
failing health.
Died, April 10, 1875.
McNEELEY, Thompson W., lawyer and ex-Congressman, was born in Jacksonville, 111., Oct. 5,
1835, and graduated at Lombard University,
Galesburg, at the age of 21. The following year
he was licensed to practice, but continued to pursue his professional studies, attending the Law
University at Louisville, Ky., from which institution he graduated in 1859. He was a member
of the Constitutional Convention of 1863, and
chairman of the Democratic State Central Committee in 1878. From 1869 to 1873 he represented
his District in Congress, resuming his practice
at Petersburg, Menard County, after his retirement.

McNULTA, John, soldier and ex-Congressman,
was born in New York City, Nov. 9, 1837, received
an academic education, was admitted to the bar,
and settled at Bloomington, in this State, while
yet a young man. On May 3, 1861, he enlisted as
a private in the Union army, and served until
August 9, 1865, rising, successively, to the rank
Lieutenant-Colonel, Colonel and
of Captain,
Brevet Brigadier-General. From 1869 to 1873 he
was a member of the lower house of the General
Assembly from McLean County, and, in 1872, was
elected to the Forty-third Congress, as a Republican.
General McNulta has been prominent in
the councils of the Republican party, standing
second on the ballot for a candidate for Governor,
in the State Convention of 1888. and serving as
Permanent President of the State Convention of
1890.
In 1896 he was one of the most earnest
advocates of the nomination of Mr. McKinley for
President. Some of his most important work,
within the past few years, has been performed in
connection with receiverships of certain railway
^aid other corporations, especially that of the
Wabasli, St. Louis & Pacific Railroad, from 1884
He is now (1898) Receiver of the National
to 1890.
Bank of Illinois in the city of Chicago.
Mcpherson, Simeon J., clergyman, descended from the Clan McPherson of Scotland,
was born at Mumford, Monroe County, N. Y. Jan.
19, 1850; prepared for college at Leroy and Fulton,
and graduated at Princeton, N. J., in 1874. Then,
after a year's service as teacher of mathematics
at his Abna Mater, he entered the Theological
.
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and graduated from that department in 1879, having in the meantime traveletl
He was
througli Europe, Egypt and Palestine.
licensed to pre;»oh by the Rochester Presbytery
in 1877, and spent three years (1879-82) in pas-

Seminary

there,

when he accepted a call to the Second PresViyterian Church
toral labor at East Orange, N. J.

;

of Chicago, remaining until the early part of 1899,

when he tendered

his resignation to accept the

position of Director of the Lawrenceville Prepar-

atory .\cademy of Princeton College, N. J.
McROBERTS, Josiah, jurist, was born

Monroe County, 111., June 12,
from St. Mary's College (Mo.)

1820;

in

graduated

in 1839;

studied

law at Danville, 111., with his brother Samuel,
1842, entered the law department of
Transylvania University, graduating in 1844,
In 1846
after which he at once began practice.
he was elected to the State Senate for the Cliampaign and Vermilion District, at the e.xpiration of
In 1852 he was
his term removing to Joliet.
appointed by Governor Matteson Trustee of the
Illinois & Michigan Canal, which office he held
In 1866 he was appointed Circuit
for four years.
Court Judge by Governor Oglesby, to fill a vacancy, and was re-elected in 18G7, '73, '79, and 'S't,
but died a few months after his last election.
McROBEETS, Samuel, United States Senator, was born in Monroe County, 111., Feb. 20,
1799; graduated from Transylvania University in
1819; in 1821, was elected the first Circuit Clerk
of his native county, and, in 1825, appointed
Circuit Judge, which office he held for three
In 1828 he was elected State Senator,
years.
representing the district comprising Monroe,
Clinton and Washington Counties. Later he was
appointed United States District Attorney by
President Jackson, but soon resigned to become
Receiver of Public Moneys at Danville, by
appointment of President Van Buren, and, in
1839, Solicitor of the General Land Office at
Washington. Resigning the latter office in the
fall of 1841, at the next session of the Illinois
Legislature he was elected Uniteii States Senator
Died, at
to succeed John M. Robinson, deceased.
Cincinnati, Ohio, March 22, 1843, being succeeded by James Semple.
McVICKER, James Hubert, actor and theatrical manager, was born in New York City, Feb.
and, in

thrown upon his own resources by the
14, 1822
death of his father in infancy and the necessity
of assisting to support his widowed mother, he
early engaged in various occupations, until, at
;

he became an apprentice in the
of "The St. Louis Republican," three years

the age of
Office

15,
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becoming a journeyman printer. He first
appeared on the stage in the St. Charles Theater,
New Orleans, in 1843; two years later was principal comedian in Rice's Theater, Chicago, remaining until 1853, when he made a tour of the
country, appearing in Yankee cliaracters. About
1855 he made a tour of England and, on hi.s
return, commenced building his first Chicago
theater, which was opened, Nov. 3. 1857, and was
conducted with varied fortime until burned down
Rebuilt and remodeled
in the great fire of 1871.
from time to time, it burned down a second time
from these several fires
the
losses
August,
1890,
in
having imposed upon Mr. McVicker a heavy
Although
an
excellent
comedian, Mr.
burden.
McVicker did not appear on the stage after 1882,
giving
his
attention
entirely to
from that date
management. He enjoyed in an eminent degree
and
confidence,
not
only
of the
respect
the
later

profession, but of the general

Chicago, March

7,

Died in

public.

1896.

McWILLIAMS,

David, banker, Dwight, 111.,
was born in Belmont County. Ohio, Jan. 14, 1834;
was brought to Illinois in infancy and grew up on
a farm until 14 years of age, when he entered the
office of the Pittsfield (Pike County) "Free Press"
In 1849 he engaged in the
as an apprentice.
lumber trade with his father, the management of
which devolved upon him a few jears later. In
the early 50's he was, for a time, a student in
Illinois College at Jacksonville, but did not
graduate; in 1855 removed to Dwight, Livingston
County, then a new town on the line of the Chicago & AltCQ Railroad, which had been completed
Here he
to that point a few months previous.
erected the first store building in the town, and
goods
on
borrowed
capistock
of
put in a S2,000
tal, remaining in the mercantile business for
and
retaining
an
interest
in
the
eighteen years,
establishment seven years longer. In the meanmerchandising,
in
he
began
engaged
time, while
a banking business, which was enlarged on his
retirement from the former, receiving his entire
The profits derived from hi.s banking
attention.
business were invested in farm lands until he
became one of the largest land-owners in Livingston County. Mr. McWilliams is one of the
original members of the first Methodist Episcopal
Church organized at Dwight, and lias served as a
lay delegate to several General Ct)nferences of
that denomination, as well as a delegate to the
Ecumenical Council in London in 1881 has also
been a liberal contributor to the support of various literary and theological institutions of the
church, and has served for many years as a Trus;

"
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tee of the Northwestern University at Evanston.
In politics he is a zealous Republican, and has

repeatedly served as a delegate to the State Conventions of that party, including the Bloomington
Convention of 1856, and was a candidate for
Presidential Elector for the Ninth District on the
Blaine ticket in 1884. He has made several extended tours to Europe and other foreign countries, the last including a trip to Egypt and the
Holy Land, during 1898 99.
MECHANICSBURG, a village of Sangamon
County, near the Wabasli Railway, 13 miles east
Population (1880), 396; (1890),
of Springfield.
426.

MEDILL,
lisher,

was

Joseph, editor and newspaper pub6, 1823, in the vicinity (now

born, April

a part of the city) of St. John, N. B., of ScotchIrish parentage, but remotely of Huguenot
descent. At nine years of age he accompanied
his parents to Stark County, Ohio, where he
enjoyed such educational advantages as belonged

and period. He entered an acadto preparing for college, but his
family having suffered from a fire, he was compelled to turn his attention to business studied
law, was admitted to the bar in 1846, and began
to that region

emy with a view

;

New

Philadelphia,

practice

at

County.

Here he caught the

in

Tuscarawas

spirit of

journalism

by frequent visits to the office of a local paper,
learned to set type and to work a hand-press. In
1849 he bought a paper at Coshocton, of which he
assumed editorial charge, employing his brothers
as assistants in various capacities. The name of

was "The Coshocton Whig," which
he soon changed to "The Republican," in which
he dealt vigorous blows at political and other
abuses, which several times brought upon him
assaults from his political opponents that being

this paper

—

the style of political argument in those days.
Two years later, having sold out "The Republican," he established "The Daily Forest City" at
Cleveland a Whig paper with free-soil proclivities.
The following year "The Forest City" was

—

"The Free-Democrat," a Freepaper under the editorship of John C.
Vaughan, a South Carolina Abolitionist, the new
paper taking the name of "The Cleveland
consolidated with
Soil

Leader." Mr. Medill, with the co-operation of
Mr. Vaughan, then went to work to secure the
consolidation of the elements opposed to slavery
in one compact organization.
In this he was
aided by the introduction of the Kansas-Nebraska
Bill in Congress, in December, 1853, and. before
its passage in May following, Mr. Medill had
begun to agitate the question of a union of all

opposed to that measure in a new party under the
name "Republican." During the winter of
1854-55 he received a call from Gen. J. D. Webster, at that time part owner of "The Chicago
Tribune," which resulted in his visiting Chicago
a few months later, and his purchase of an interest in the paper, his connection with the concern
dating from June 18, 1855. He was almost
immediately joined by Dr. Charles H. Ray, who
had been editor of "The Galena Jeff ersohian,
and, still later, by J. C. Vaughan and Alfred
Cowles. who had been associated with him on
"The Cleveland Leader." Mr. Medill assumed
the position of managing editor, and, on the
retirement of Dr. Ray, in 1863, became editor-inchief until 1866, when he gave place to Horace
White, now of "The New York Evening Post."
During the Civil War period he was a zealous
supporter of President Lincoln's emancipation
policy, and served, for a time, as President of the
"Loyal League," which proved such an influential factor in upholding the hands of the Government during the darkest period of the
rebellion.
In 1869 Mr. Medill was elected to the
State Constitutional Convention, and, in that
body, was the leading advocate of the principle
of "minority representation" in the election of
Representatives, as it was finally incorporated
In 1871 he »vas appointed
in the Constitution.
by President Grant a member of the first Civil
Service Commission, representing a principle to
which he ever remained thoroughly committed.
A few weeks after the great fire of the same
year, he was elected Mayor of the city of Chicago.
The financial condition of the city at the time,
and other questions in issue, involved great difficulties and responsibilities, which he met in a
way to command general approval. During his
administration the Chicago Public Library was
established, Mr. Medill delivering the address at
its opening, Jan. 1, 1873.
Near the close of his
term as Mayor, he resigned the office and spent
the following year in Europe. Almost simultaneously with his return from his European trip, he
secured a controlling interest in "The Tribune,"
resuming control of the paper, Nov. 9, 1874,
which, as editor-in-chief, he retained for the
remainder of his life of nearly twenty-five years.
The growth of the paper in business and influence,
from the beginning of his connection with it, was
one of the marvels of journalism, making it easily
one of the most successful newspaper ventures
Early
in the United States, if not in the world.

December, 1898, Mr. Medill went to San
Antonio, Texas, hoping to receive relief in that

in
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mild climate from a chronic disease which had
been troubling him for years, but died in that
city, March 16, 1899, within three weeks of having reached his 76th birthday. The conspicuous
features of his character were a strong individu-

and indomitable perseverance, which led
him never to accept defeat. A few weeks jirevious to his death, facts were developed going to
show that, in 1881, he was offered, by President
Garfield, the position of Postmaster-General,
which was declined, when he was tendered the
choice of any position in the Cabinet except two
which had been previously promised; also, that
he was offered a position in President Harrison's
ality

Cabinet, in 1889.

MEDILL,

(Maj.)

William H.,

soldier,

was

born at Massillon, Ohio, Nov. .5, 1835; in 18.5.5,
to Chicago and was associated with "The
Prairie Farmer." Subsequently he was editor of
"The Stark County (Ohio) Republican," but
again returning to Chicago, at the beginning of
the war, was employed on "Tlie Tribune," of
which his brother (Hon. Josepli Medill) was
editor.
After a few months' service in Barker's
Dragoons (a short-time organization), in September, 1861, he joined the Eighth Illinois Cavalry
(Colonel Famsworth's), and, declining an election
as Major, was chosen Senior Captain. The regiment soon joined the Army of the Potomac. By
the promotion of his superior officers Captain
Medill was finally advanced to the command,
and, during the Peninsular campaign of 1862, led
his troops on a reconnoissance within twelve miles
of Richmond. At the battle of Gettysburg he
had command of a portion of his regiment, acquitting himself with great credit. A few days after,
while attacking a party of rebels who were
attempting to build a bridge across the Potomac
at Williamsburg, he received a fatal wound
through the lungs, dying at Frederick City, July

came

16, 1863.

MEEKER,

Moses, pioneer, was born in NewJune 17, 1790; removed to Cincinnati,
Ohio, in 1817, engaging in the manufacture of
white lead until 1822, when he headed a pioneer

ark, N.

J.,

expedition to the frontier settlement at Galena,
111., to enter upon the business of smelting leadore.
He served as Captain of a company in the

Black Hawk War, later removing to Iowa
County, Wis., where he built the first smelting
works in that Territory, served in the Territorial
Legislature (1840-43) and

Convention

in the first Constitu-

A

"History of the
Early Lead Regions," by him, appears in the
sixth volume of "The Wisconsin Historical Soci-

tional

(1846).

ety

Collections."

July

7,

Died,

at

;iG9

Shullsburg,

Wis.,

1865.

MELROSE,

a suburb of Chicago, 11 miles west
& Northwestern Railroad, upon which it is located. It
has two or three churches, some manufacturing
establishments and one weekly paper. Populaof tlie initial station of the Chicago

tion (1890),

1.0.50.

MEMBRE, Zenobius, French missionary, was
born in France in 1645; accompanied La Salle on
his expedition to Illinois in 1679, and remained at
Fort Creve-Co3ur with Henry de Tonty descended
the Mississippi with La Salle in 1682; returned to
Fi-ance and wrote a history of the expedition,
and, in 1684, accompanied La Salle on his final
expedition; is supposed to have landed with La
Salle in Texas, and there to have been massacred
by the natives in 1687. (See La Salh? and Tonty.)
MENARD, Pierre, French pioneer and first
Lieutenant-Governor, was born at St. Antoine,
Can., Oct. 7, 1766; settled at Kaskaskia, in 1790,
;

and engaged in trade. Becoming interested in
politics, he was elected to the Territorial Council
of Indiana, and later to the Legislative Council of
Illinois Territory,

being presiding officer of the
a State.

latter until the admission of Illinois as

He

was. for several years. Government Agent,
and in this capacity negotiated several important

with the Indians, of whose characterishe seemed to have an intuitive perception. He
was of a nervous temperament, impulsive and
generous. In 1818 he was elected the first Lieutenant-Governor of the new State. His term of
treaties

tics

office

having expired, he retired to private

life

and the care of his extensive business. He died
at Kaskaskia, in June, 1844, leaving what was
then considered a large estate. Among liis assets,
however, were found a large number of promissory notes, which he had endorsed for personal
friends, besides many uncollectable accounts

from poor people, to whom he liad sold goods
through pure generosity. Menard County was
named for him, and a statue in his honor stands
in the capitol grounds at Springfield, erected by
the son of his old partner Charles Pierre Chou-

—

teau, of St. Louis.

MENARD COUNTY,

near

the geographical
center of the State, and originally a part of
Sangamon, but separately organized in 1839, the
Provisional Commissioners being Joseph Wat-

William Engle and (Jeorge W. Simpson.
in honor of Pierre Menard,
Kaskaskia prior to the Territorial
organization of Illinois. (See Mennrd. Pierre.)
Cotton was an important crop until 1830, when.
kins,

The county was named

who

settled at

HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.

370

agriculture underwent a change. Stock-raising
Three fine veins
is now extensively carried on.
of bituminous coal underlie the county. Among
early American settlers may be mentioned the
Clarys,

Matthew Rogers, Amor Batterton,

Solo-

mon Pruitt and William Gideon. The names of
Meadows, Montgomery, Green, Boyer and Grant
are also familiar to early settlers. The county
furnished a company of eighty-six volunteers for
the Mexican War. The county-seat is at Petersburg. The area of the county is 320 square miles,
and its population, under the last census, 13,120.
In 1829 was laid out the town of Salem, now
extinct, biit for some years tlie home of Abraham
Lincoln, who was once its Postmaster, and who
marched tlience to the Black Hawk War as
Captain of a company.
MENDON, a town of Adams County, on the
Burlington & Quincy Division of the Chicago,
Burlington & Quincy Railway, IS miles northeast
of Quincy has a bank and a newspaper is surrounded by a farming and stock-raising district.
Population (1880), 652; (1890), 640.
MENDOTA, a city in La Salle County, founded
in 1853, on both the Chicago, Burlington &
Quincy and the Illinois Central Railways, 80
miles southwest of Chicago. It has eight
churches, and its public school system embraces
three graded schools and a high school. Wartburg Seminary (Lutheran opened in 1853) is
located here. A good public library was founded
;

;

—

The chief industrial plants are two iron
foundries and machine shops. The city has two
banks and four weekly newspapers. The surin 1870.

rounding country
(1880),

4,142;

is

(1890).

agricultural.
3,542;

(1898)

Population
estimated,

MERCER COUNTY,

a western county, with an

area of 555 square miles and a population (1890)
of 18,545— named for Gen. Hugh Mercer. The
Mississippi forms the western boimdary, and
along this river the earliest American settlements

William Dennison, a Pennsylvanian,
settled in New Boston Township in 1828, and,
before the expiration of a half dozen years, tlie
were made.

Vannattas, Keith, Jackson, Wilson, Farlow,
Bridges, Perry and Fleharty had arrived. Mercer County was separated from Warren, and
The soil is a rich,
specially organized in 1825.
black loam, admirably adapted to the cultivation
A good quality of building stone is
of cereals.
found at various points. Aledo is the countyseat.
The county lies on the outskirts of the
in 1845.

and mining was commenced

first

located in Chicago, and
char-

permanent hospital in the State

—

tered in 1847 or 1848 as the "Illinois General
Hospital of the Lakes." No steps were taken
toward organization until 1850, when, with a

scanty fund scarcely exceeding $150, twelve beds
were secured and placed on one floor of a boarding house, whose proprietress was engaged as
nurse and stewardess. Drs. N. S. Davis and
Daniel Brainard were, respectively, the first
physician and surgeon in charge. In 1851 the
hospital was given in charge of the Sisters of
Mercy, who at once enlarged and improved the
accommodations, and, in 1852, changed its name
Tliree or four years later, a
to Mercy Hospital.
removal was made to a building previously occupied as an orphan asylum. Being the only public hospital in the city, its wards were constantly
overcrowded, and, in 1869, a more capacious and
better arranged building was erected. This
edifice it has continued to occupy, although many

and improvements have been, and are
being, made. The Sisters of Mercy own the
grounds and buildings, and manage the nursing
and all the domestic and financial affairs of the
institution.
The present medical staff (1896)
additions
still

consists

of

thirteen

physicians

and surgeons,

besides three internes, or resident practitioners.

MEREDOSIA,

a town in Morgan County, on
the east bank of the Illinois River and situated
on the Wabash Railway, some 58 miles west of
Springfield.
Flour and lumber constitute the
manufactured output. Population (1880), 750;
It was the first point to be connected
(1890), 621.
with the State capital by railroad in 1838.

MERRIAM,
tor

4,500.

Illinois coal fields

MERCY HOSPITAL,
the

(Col.)

Jonathan,

soldier, legisla-

and farmer, was born in Vermont, Nov. 1,
was brought to Springfield, 111., when two

1834;

years old, living afterwards at Alton, his parents
in 1841, in Tazewell County,
where he now resides wlien not officially employed pursuing the occupation of a farmer. He
was educated at Wesleyan University, Bloomington, and at McKendree College; entered the
Union army in 1862, being commissioned Lieutenant-Colonel of the One Hundred and Seventeenth Illinois Infantry, and serving to the close
of the war.
During the Civil War period he was
one of the founders of the "Union League of
America," which proved so influential a factor
in sustaining the war policy of the Government.
He was also a member of the State Constitutional
Convention of 1869-70; an unsuccessful Republican nominee for Congress in 1870; served as
Collector of Internal Revenue for the Springfield
finally locating,

—

—
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from 1873 to "83, was a Representative in
the Thirty-ninth and Fortieth General Assemblies, and, in 1897, was appointed, by President
McKinley, Pension Agent for the State of Illinois,
with headquarters in Chicago. Tlioroughly patriotic and of incorruptible integrity, he has won
the respect and confidence of all iu every public
District

position he has been called to

fill.

MERRILL,

3:1

Wesley (Merritt), another son, was born in New
York, June 16, 1836, came with his father to Illinois in childhood, and was appointed a cadet at
West Point Military Academy from this State,
graduating in 1860; became a Second Lieutenant
in the regular army, the same year, and was promoted to the rank of First Lieutenant, a year
later.
After the beginning of the Civil War, he
was rapidly promoteil, reaching the rank of
Brigadier-General of Volunteers in 1862, and
being mustered out, in 1866, with tlie brevet rank

Stephen Mason, Methodist Episcoin Jefferson County, Oliio,
Sept. 16, 1825. entered the Ohio Conference of tlie
Methodist Episcopal Church, in 18G4, as a traveling preacher, and, four years later, became editor
of "The Western Christian Advocate." at Cincinnati.
He was ordained Bishop at Brooklyn in

of

1872, and, after two years spent in Minnesota,
to Chicago, where he still resides.
The
degree of D.D. was conferred upon him by Ohio

of the Department of the Missouri, but, on his

pal Bishop,

was born

removed

Wesleyan University, in 1868, and that of LL.D.
by the Northwestern University, in 1886. He has
published "Christian
Baptism" (Cincinnati,
1876); "New Testament Idea of Hell" (1878);
"Second Coming of Christ" (1879); "Aspects of
Christian Experience" (1882); "Digest of Methodist Law" (188.5); and "Outlines of Thought on
Probation" (1886).

MERRITT, John TV., journalist, was born in
New York City, July 4, 1806; studied law and
James
he removed to

practiced, for a time, with the celebrated
T.

Brady as a partner.

In 1841

County, III, purchased and, from 1848
conducted "The Belleville Advocate";
later, removed to Salem, 111., where he established
"The Salem Advocate" served as Assistant Secretary of the State Constitutional Convention of
1862, and as Representative in the Twenty-third
General Assembly. In 1864 he purchased "The
State Register" at Springfield, and was its editor
Died, Nov. 16, 1878. Thomas
for several years.
E. (Merritt), son of the preceding, lawyer and
politician, was born in New York City, April 29,
1834; at six years of age was brought by his
father to Illinois, where he attended the common
St. Clair

to

"51,

;

—

schools

and

later learned the trade of carriage-

painting. Subsequently he read law, and was
admitted to the bar, at Springfield, in 1862. In
1868 he was elected, as a Democrat, to the lower
house of the General Assembly from the Salem
District, and was re-elected to the same body in
1870, '74, '76, '86 and -88.
He also served two
terms in the Senate (1878.'86), making an almo.st
continuous service in the General Assembly of
eighteen years. He has repeatedly been a member of State conventions of his party, and stands
as one of its trusted representatives.— Maj.-Gen.

Major-General.

He

re-entered

the

regular

army

as Lieutenant-Colonel, was promoted to a
colonelcy in 1876, and, in 1887, received a commission as Brigadier-General, in 1897 becoming

Major-General.

He was

in

command,

for

a time,

promotion, was transferred to the Department of the East, with headquarters at Governor's Island, N. Y. Soon after the beginning
of the war with Spain, he was assigned to the
command of the land forces destined for the
Philippines, and appointed Jlilitary Governor of
the Islands. Towards the close of the year he
returned to the United States and resumed his old
last

command

at

New

Yoi'k.

MESSl>'(iER, John, pioneer survej'or and

car-

tographer, was Ijorn at

West Stockbridge, Mass.,
grew up on a farm, but .secured a good
education, especially in mathematics. Going to
Vermont in 1783, he learned tlie trade of a carpenter and mill- Wright removed to Kentucky in
in 1771,

;

1799, and, in 1802, to Illinois (then

a part of Indi-

ana Territory), locating first in the American
Bottom and, later, at New Design within the
present limits of Monroe County. Two years
later lie became the proprietor of a mill, and.
between 1804 and 1806, taught one of the earliest
schools in St. Clair County. The latter year he
took up the vocation of a surveyor, which he fol-

lowed for many years as a sub-contractor under
William Rector, surveying much of the land in
and Randolph Counties, and, still later,
assisting in determining the northern boundary
"of the State.
He also served for a time as a
teacher of mathematics in Rock Spring Seminary
in 1821 published "A Manual, or Hand-Book,
intended for Convenience in Practical Surveying," and prepared some of the earlier State and
county maps. In 1808 he was elected to the
St. Clair

Indiana Territorial Legi.slature, to

fill

a vacancy,

and took part in the steps which resulted in
ting up a separate Territorial Government

set-

for

the following year. He also received an
appointment as the first Surveyor of St. Clair
Illinois,

HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.

372

County under the new Territorial Government;
was chosen a Delegate from St. Clair County to
the Convention of 1818, which framed the first
State Constitution, and, tlie same year, was
a Representative in the First General
Assembly, serving as Speaker of that body.
After leaving New Design, the later years of his
life were spent on a farm two and a half miles
north of Belleville, where he died in 1846.
METAMORA, a town of Woodford County on
a branch of the Chicago & Alton Railroad, 19
elected

miles east-northeast of Peoria, and some 30 miles
northwest of Bloomiugton. Carriages and wagons
are manufactured here, and the town has seven
churches, two banks, a public park, good schools
and a newspaper office. Population (1880), 828;
Metamora was the county-seat of
(1890), 758.
Woodford County until 1899, when the seat of
justice was removed to Eureka.
METCALF, Andrew W., lawyer, was born in

Guernsey County, Ohio, August

6,

1828

;

educated

at Madison College in his native State, graduating
in 1846, and, after studying law at Cambridge,

Ohio, three years, was admitted to the bar in
1850.
The following year he went to Appleton,

Wis. but remained only a year, when he removed
Louis, then to Edwardsville, and shortly
,

to St.

after to Alton, to take charge of the legal busi-

ness of George T. Brown, then publisher of "The
Alton Courier." In 1853 he returned to Edwards-

permanently, and, in 1859, was
appointed by Governor Bissell State's Attorney
In 1864
for Madison County, serving one year.
he was elected State Senator for a term of four
years was a delegate to the Republican National
Convention of 1872, and, in 1870, a lay delegate
from the Southern Illinois Conference of the
Methodist Episcopal Church to the General Conference at Baltimore has also been a Trustee of
McKendree College, at Lebanon, 111., for more
than twenty-five years.
METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH, one of
the most numerous Protestant church organizaRev.
tions in the United States and in Illinois.
Joseph Lillard was the first preacher of this sect
to settle in the Northwest Territory, and Capt.
Joseph Ogle was the first class-leader (1795). It
is stated that tlie first American preacher in the
American Bottom was Rev. Hosea Riggs (179G).
Rev. Benjamin Young took charge of the first
Methodist mission in 1803, and, in 1804, this mission was attached to the Cumberland (Tenn.)
Revs. Joseph Oglesby and Charles R.
circuit.
In
/ Matheny were among the early circuit riders.
1830 there were seven circuits in Illinois, and, in
ville to reside

;

;

1830,
twenty-eight, the actual
membership
exceeding 10,000. The first Methodist service in
Chicago was held by Rev. Jesse Walker, in 1826.
The first Methodist society in that city was
organized by Rev, Stephen R. Beggs, in June,
1831.
By 1835 the number of circuits had increased to 61, with 370 ministers and 15,000 members.
Rev. Peter Cartwright was among the
early revivalists.
The growth of this denomination in the State has been extraordinary. By
1890, it

had nearly

2,000 churches, 937 ministers,

members —the

total number of MethoUnited States, by the same census,
being 4,980,240. The church property owned in
1890 (including parsonages) approached $111,000,000, and the total contributions were estimated
The denomination in Illinois supat $2,073,933.

and

151,000

dists in the

ports

two theological seminaries and the Garrett

Biblical Institute at Evanston.
"The Northwestern Christian Advocate," with a circulation
of some 30,000, is its official organ in Illinois.
(See also Religious Denominations.)

METROPOLIS

CITY,

the

county-seat

Massac County, 156 miles southeast of

of

St. Louis,

situated on the Ohio River and on the St. Louis,

Alton & Terre Haute Railroad.
The city was
founded in 1839, on the site of old Fort Massac,
which was erected by the French, aided by the
Indians, about 1711.
Being in the heart of a
timber district, its industries consist largely of
various forms of wood-working. Saw and planing mills are a commercial factor other estab:

lishments turn out wlieel and wagon material,
barrel staves and heads, and veneers. There are
also flouring mills and potteries.
The city has a
public library, as well as numerous churches and
schools, and three weekly papers, besides one
monthly publication. Population (1880), 2,668;
(1890), 3,573; (1893), school census, 4,983.

MEXICAN WAR.

Briefly

stated,

this

war

annexation of Texas to the
United States, early in 1846. There was a disagreement as to the western boundary of Texas.
Mexico complained of encroachment upon her
territory, and hostilities began with the battle of
Palo Alto, May 8, and ended with the treaty of
peace, concluded at Guadalupe Hidalgo, near the
City of Mexico, Feb. 3, 1848. Among the most
prominent figures were President Polk, under
whose administration annexation was effected,
and Gen. Zachary Taylor, who was chief in command in the field at the beginning of the war, and
originated in the

was elected Polk's successor. Illinois furnished
more than her full quota of troops for the strugMay 13, 1846. war was declared. On May
gle.

I
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Grovernor Ford issued his proclamation calling
for the enlistment of three regiments of infantry,
the assessed quota of the State. The respon.se

rr.i

names

25,

Rebellion, including

was prompt and

D. Morgan, W. H. L. Wallace, B. M. Prentiss,
W. R. Morrison, L. F. Ross, and others. The

tlie

general.

Alton was named as

rendezvous, and Col.

(afterwards General)

was the mustering officer.
Tlie regiments mustered in were commanded,
respectively, by Col. John J. Hardin, Col. Wra. H.
Bissell (afterwards Governor) and Col. Ferris
Sylvester Churchill

An additional twelve

Forman.

months" regiment
(the Fourth) was accepted, under command of
Col. E. D. Baker, who later became United States
Senator from Oregon, and fell at the battle of
Ball's Bluff, in October, 1861.
A second call was
made in April, 1847, under which Illinois sent
two more regiments, for the war, towards the
Mexican frontier. These were commanded by
Col. Edward W. B. Newby and Col. James
Collins.
Independent companies were also
tendered and accepted. Besides, there were
some 150 volunteers who joined the regiments
already in the

Commanders

field.

pendent companies were Capts.
of Schuyler County;

Wyatt

B.

of the inde-

Adam

Dunlap,

Stapp, of

War-

ren Michael K. Lawler, of Shawneetown, and
Josiah Little. Col. John J. Hardin, of the First,
was killed at Buena Vista, and the official mortuary list includes many names of Illinois' best
and bravest sons. After participating in the
;

Buena Vista, the Illinois troops shared
triumphal entry into the City of Mexico,

battle of
in the

on Sept. 10, 1847, and (in connection with those
from Kentucky) were especially complimented in
(ieneral Taylor's official report.
The Third and
Foiu'th regiments won distinction at Vera Cruz,
Cerro Gordo and the City of Mexico. At the
second

of

these

battles.

General

Shields

fell

severely (and, as supposed for a time, mortally)
wounded. Colonel Baker succeeded Shields, led

a gallant charge, and really turned the day at
Cerro Gordo. Among the officers honorably
named by General Scott, in his official report, were
Colonel Forman, Major Harris, Adjutant Fondey,
Capt. J. S. Post, and Lieutenants Hammond and
Davis.
All the Illinois troops were mustered out
between May 2.5, 1847 and Nov. 7, 1848, the independent companies being tlie last to quit the
service.
6,123, of

The

total

whom

86

number

were

of

killed,

volunteers

and

160

12 of the latter dying of their wounds.

was

wounded,
Gallant

War soon became a passport to political preferment, and some of the
brave soldiers of 1846-47 subsequently achieved
merited distinction in civil life. Many also became distinguished soldiers in the War of the

service in the Mexican

Logan, Richard

J.

sucli

as

Jolin

A.

Oglesby, M. K. Lawler, James

cost of the war, with §15,000, 000 paid for territory
annexed, is estimated at $166,500,000 and the
extent of territory acquired, nearly 1,000,000
considerably more than the
square miles
whole of the present territory of the Republic of
Mexico.
METER, John, lawyer and legislator, was born
in Holland, Feb. 27, 18.52; came to Chicago at tlie
age of 12 years entered the Northwestern University, supporting himself by labor during vacations and by teaching in a night school, until Iiis
third year in the university, when he became a
student in the Union College of Law, being
admitted to the bar in 1879; was elected from
Cook County to the Thirty-fifth General Assembly
(1884), and re-elected to the Thirty-sixth, Thirtyeighth and Thirty-ninth, being chosen Speaker of
the latter (Jan. 18, 1895). Died in office, at Freeport, 111., July 3, 1895, during a special session of
the General Assembly.
MIAMIS, The. The preponderance of authority favors the belief that this tribe of Indians was
originally a part of the Ill-i-ni or Illinois, but the
date of their separation from the parent stock
cannot be told. It is likely, however, that it
occurred before the Frein-h pushed their expU>rations from Canada westward and southward,
into and along the Mississippi Valley.
Father
Dablon alludes to the presence of Miamis (whom
he calls Ou-mi-a-mi) in a mixed Indian village,
near the mouth of Fox River of Wisconsin, in
1670.
The orthography of their name is varied.

—

;

The Iroquois and tlie British generally knew
them as the "Twightwees, " and so they were
commonly called by the American colonists.
The Weas and Piankeshaws were of the same
tribe.
When La Salle founded his colony at
Starved Rock, the Miamis had villages which
could muster some 1,950 warriors, of which the
Weas had 500 and the Piankeshaws 150, the remaining 1,300 being Miamis proper. In 1671
(according to a written statement by Charlevoix
1721), tlie Miamis occupied three villages-

in

—one

on the St. Joseph River, one on the Mauand one on the "'Ouabache" (Wabash).
They were friendly toward the French until
1694, when
a large number of them were
raee

by a party of Sioux, who carried
which had been furnished them by
the Frenchmen. The breach thus caused was
never closed. Having become possessed of guns
massacred
firearms
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themselves, the Miamis were able, not only to
hold their own, but also to extend their hunting
grounds as far eastward as the Scioto, alternately
warring with the French, British and Americans,
(ieneral Harrison says of them that, ten years
before the treaty of Greenville, they could liave
brought upon the field a body of 3,000 "of the
finest light troops in the

discipline

and

enterprise.

world," but lacking in
Border warfare and

smallpox, however, had. by that date (1795),
greatly reduced their numerical strength. The
main seat of the Miamis was at Fort Wayne,
whose residents, because of their superior num-

and intelligence, dominated all other bands
the Piaukeshaws. The physical and
moral deterioration of the tribe began immediLittle by
ately after the treaty of Greenville.
little, they ceded tlieir lands to the United States,
bers

except

money received therefor being chiefly squandered in debauchery. Decimated by vice and
remnants of tliis once powerful aboriginal nation gradually drifted westward across
the Mississippi, whence their valorous sires had
emigrated two centuries before. The small remnant of the band finally settled in Indian Territory, but they have made comparatively little
progress toward civilization.
(See also Piunkeahaics; Weas.)
the

disease, the

MICHAEL REESE HOSPITAL,

located

in

Chicago, under care of the association known as
United Hebrew Charities. Previous to 1871
this association maintained a small hospital for
the care of some of its beneficiaries, but it was
destroyed in the conflagration of that year, and no
tlie

immediate

effort to rebuild

was made.

In 1880,

however, Michael Reese, a Jewish gentleman
wlio had accumulated a large fortune in California, bequeathed .307,000 to the organization.
AVith this sum, considerably increased by additions from other sources, an imposing building
was erected, well arranged and tliorouglily
equipped for liospital purposes. The institution
tlms founded was named after its principal benefactor.
Patients are received without discrimination as to race or religion, and more than lialf
those admitted are charity patients. The present
medical staff consists of thirteen surgeons and
physicians,

several

of

whom

are

eminent

specialists

MICHIGAN
main

CENTRAL

RAILROAD.

The

road extends from Cliicago
with trackage facilities
from Kensington, 14 miles, over the line of the
Illinois Central, to its terminus in Chicago.

to

line of tliis

Detroit,

Branch

270 miles,

lines (leased, proprietary

and operated)

in

Canada, Michigan, Indiana and Illinois swell the
mileage to 1,643.56 miles.— (History.) The
in 1846, and purchased

total

company was chartered

from the State of Michigan tlie line from Detroit
Kalamazoo, 144 miles, of which construction had
been begun in 1836. The road was completed to
Michigan City in 18.50, and, in May, 1853, reached
Kensington, 111. As at present constituted, the
road (with its auxiliaries) forms an integral part
of what is popularly known as the "Vanderbilt
System." Only 35 miles of the entire line are
operated in Illinois, of which 39 belong to the
Joliet & Northern Indiana branch (which see).
Tlie outstanding capital stock (1898) was §18,738,000 and the funded debt, .$19,101,000.
Earnto

ings in Illinois the same year, §484,003; total
operating expenses, §540,905; taxes, 834,250.
MICHIGAN, LAKE. (See Lake Michigan.)
MIHALOTZY, Oeza, soldier, a native of Hungary and compatriot of Kossuth in the Magyar
struggle;

came to Chicago in

1848, in 1861 enlisted

One Hundred and Twenty-fourth Illinois
Volunteers (first "Hecker regiment"), and, on
the resignation of Colonel Hecker, a few weeks
A trained
later, was promoted to the Colonelcy.
soldier, he served with gallantry and distinction,
but was fatally wounded at Buzzard's Roost, Feb.
34, 1864, dying at Chattanooga, March 11, 1864.
MILAN, a town of Rock Island County, on the
Rock Island & Peoria Railway, six miles south of
Rock Island. It is located on Rock River, has
several mills, a bank and a newspaper.
Populain the

tion (1880). 845; (1890), 692.

MILBURN,

(Rev.)

man, was born
At the age of

William

in Philadelphia,

Henry, clergySept. 36, 1826.

years he almost totally lost
sight in both eyes, as the result of an accident,
and subsequent malpractice in their treatment.
For a time he was able to decipher letters with
In the face
difficulty, and thus learned to read.
of such obstacles he carried on liis studies until
12 years of age, when he accompanied his father's
family to Jacksonville, 111. and, five years later,
became an itinerant Methodist preacher. For a
time he rode a circuit covering 200 miles, preaching, on an average, ten times a week, for SlOO per
year.
In 1845, while on a Mississippi steamboat,
he publicly rebuked a number of Congressmen,
who were his fellow passengers, for intemperance
and gaming. This resulted in his being made
Chaplain of the House of Representatives. From
1848 to 18.50 he was pastor of a church at Montfive

,

gomery, Ala., during which time he was tried
for heresy, and later became pastor of a "Free
Church." Again, in 18.53, he was chosen Chap-
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While

in Europe, in 1859, he

took orders in the Episcopal Church, but returned
to Methodism in 1871. He has since been twice
Chaplain of the House (1885 and "87) and tliree
times (1893. '95 and '97) elected to tlie same posi
tion in tlie Senate
He is generally known as
"the blind preacher" and achieved considerable
prominence bj- his eloquence as a lecturer on
"What a Blind Man Saw in Europe." Among
his published writings are, "Rifle. Axe and Saddlebags" (1856), "Ten Years of Preacher Life'
(1858) and "Pioneers, Preachers and People of tlie
Mississippi Valley" {18(i0).
MILCHRIST, Thomas E., lawyer, was born in
the Isle of Man in 1839, and, at the age of eight
years, came to America with his parents, who
Here he attended scliool
settled in Peoria, 111.
and worked on a farm until the beginning of the
Civil War, when he enlisted in the One Hundred
and Twelfth Illinois Volunteers, serving until
1865, and being discharged with the rank of CapAfter the war he read law with John I.
tain.
Bennett then of Galena, but later Master in
Chancery of the United States Court at Chicago
—was admitted to the bar in 1867, and, for a
number of years, served as State's Attorney in
Henry County. In 1888 he was a delegate from
Illinois to the Republican National Convention,
and the following year was appointed by President Harrison United States District Attorney
Since
for the Northern District of Illinois.
retiring from office in 1893, Mr. Milcliri.st lias been
engaged in private practice in Chicago. In 1898
he was elected a State Senator for the Fifth District (city of Chicago) in the Forty-first General
Assembly.
MILE!^, Nelson A., Major-General. was born

—

at Westminster, Mass., August 8, 1839. and, at
the breaking out of the Civil War, was engaged
in DQercantile pursuits in the city of Boston.

In

lie entered the service as a Second
Lieutenant in a Massachusetts regiment, distinguished himself at the battles of Fair Oaks,
Charles City Cross Roads and Malvern Hill,
In Sepin one of which he was wounded.
tember, 1862, he was Colonel of the Sixtyfirst New York, which he led at Fredericksburg
and at ChanceUorsviUe, where he was again

October, 1861,

severely

wounded.

He commanded

the

First

Brigade of the First Division of the Second Army
Corps in the Richmond campaign, and was made
Brigadier-General. May Vi. 1864, and MajorGenpral, by brevet, for gallantry shown at Ream"s
December of the same year. At the
close of the war he was commissioned Colonel of

Station, in
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the Fortieth United States Infantry, and distinguished himself in campaigns against the Indians;
became a Brigadier-General in 1880, and MajorGeneral in 1890, in the interim being in command

Department of the Columbia, and, after
with headquarters at ChiHere he did much to give efficiency and
importance to the post at Fort Sheridan, and, in
1894, rendered valuable service in checking the
strike riots about Chicago
Near the close of the
year he was transferred to the Department of the
of the

1890, of the Missouri,

cago.

East, and,
in 1895,

on the retirement of Jeneral Schofield
in command of the army,
(

was placed

with headquarters in Washington.

During the
war (1898) (Jeneral Miles gave
attention to the fitting out of troops for the Cuban
Spanish- American

and Porto Rican campaigns, and visited Santiago
during the siege conducted by General Shafter,
but took no active command in the fieUl until the
occupation of Porto Rico, which was conducted
with rare discrimination and good judgment, and
with comparatively little loss of life or suffering
to the troops.

MILFORD, a growing town in Iroquois County,
and on t he Chicago &
Eastern Illinois Railroad, 35 miles north of Danville and 93 miles south of Chicago.
The surrounding region is agricultural, and wheat is
extensively grtwn. Beds of clay of excellent
quality are abundant, and flour, brick and tile
manufacturing are the chief mechanical industries of the town.
A weeklj' newspaper is published here.
Population (1880), 612, (1890), 957.
situated on Sugar Creek,

iMILITART
Tract.

BOUNTY LANDS.

(See Military

)

MILITARY TRACT,

a popular name given to
a section of the State, set apart under an act of
Congress, passed. May 6, 1812, as bounty-lands for
soldiers in the war with Great Britain commencing the same year. Similar reservations in the
Territories of Michigan and
Louisiana (now
Arkansas) were provided for in the same act.
The lands in Illinois embraced in this act were
situated

between the

Illinois

and Mississippi

Rivers, and extended from the junction of these
streams due north, by the Fourth Principal Meridian, to the northern boundary of Township 15
north of the "Base Line." This "base line"
started about opposite the present site of Beardstown, and extended to a point on the Mississippi
about seven miles north of Quincy. The northern border of the "Tract" was identical with
the northern boundary of Mercer County, whicli,
extended eastward, reached the Illinois about
the present village of De Pue, in the southeastern
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part of Bureau County, where the Illinois makes
a great bend towards the south, a few miles west
of the city of Peru. The distance between the
Illinois and the Mississippi, by this line, was about
90 miles, and the entire length of the "Tract,"
from its northern boundary to the junction of

—

the two rivers, was computed at 169 miles, consisting of 90 miles north of the "base line" and 79
miles south of it, to the junction of the rivers.
The "Tract" was surveyed in 1815-16. It comprised 307 entire townships of six miles square,
each, and 61 fractional townships, containing an
area of 5,360,000 acres, of which 3,500,000 acres—
were appropriated to
little less than two-thirds
military bounties. The residue consisted partly
of fractional sections bordering on rivers, partly of

—

a

fractional quarter-sections bordering on township
lines, and containing more or less than 160 acres,
and partly of lands that were returned by the sur-

In addition to
this, there were large reservations not coming
within the above exceptions, being the overplus
of lands after satisfying the military claims, and
subject to entry and purchase on the same con-

veyors as unfit for cultivation.

Government lands. The "Tract"
thus embraced the present counties of Calhoun,
Pike, Adams, Brown, Schuyler, Hancock, MoDonough, Fulton, Peoria, Stark, Knox, Warren,
Henderson and Mercer, with parts of Henry,
Bureau, Putnam and Marshall or so much of
them as was necessary to meet the demand for
Immigration to this region set in quite
bounties.
ditions as other

—

actively about 1823, and the development of some
portions, for a time, was very rapid but later, its
growth was retarded by the conflict of "tax;

and bounty-titles derived by purchase

titles"

from the original
deal of

litigation,

holders.

and

This led to a great
for considerable

called

adjustment of these
questions, this region has kept pace with the most
favored sections of the State, and it now includes
some of the most important and prosperous towns
and cities and many of the finest farms in
legislation; but since the

Illinois.

MILITIA.
of the

War

taught by the experiences
and the necessity of providing

Illinois,

of 1812

for protection of its citizens against the incur-

sions of Indians on its borders, began the adoption, at an early date, of such measures as were

then common in the several States for the maintenance of a State militia. The Constitution of
1818 made the Governor "Commander-in-Chief

army and navy of this State, " and declared
that the militia of the State should "consist of
all free male able-bodied persons (negroes, mu-

of the

and Indians excepted) resident in the
oetween the ages of 18 and 45 years," and
was continued in the later constitutions, except that of 1870, which omits all
reference to the subject of color. In each there
is the same general provision exempting persons
lattoes

State,

this classification

entertaining

"conscientious

against

scruples

bearing arms," although subject to payment of
an equivalent for such exemption. The first law
on the subject, enacted by the first General
Assembly (1819), provided for the establishment
of a general militia system for the State and the
fact that this was modified, amended or wholly
changed by acts passed at the sessions of 1821,
'23, '25, '26, '37, '29, '33, '37 and '39, shows tie
estimation in which the subject was held. While
many of these acts were of a special character,
;

providing for a particular class of organization,
the general law did little except to require persons subject to military duty, at stated periods, to
attend county musters, which were often conducted in a very informal manner, or made the
occasion of a sort of periodical frolic. The act of
July, 1833 (following the Black Hawk War),
required an enrollment of 'all free, white, male
inhabitants of military age (except such as might
be exempt under the Constitution or laws) ;
divided the State into five divisions by counties,
each division to be organized into a certain speciThis act was quite
fied number of brigades.
elaborate, covering some twenty-four pages, and
provided for regimental, battalion and company
musters, defined the duties of officers, manner of
The act of 1837 encouraged the
election, etc.
organization of volunteer companies. The Mexican War (1845-47) gave a new impetus to this
class of legislation, as also did the War of the
Rebellion (1861-65). While the office of Adjutant-General had existed from the first, its duties
except during the Black Hawk and Mexican
Wars were rather nominal, and were discharged
without stated compensation, the incumbent
being merely Chief -of-staff to the Governor as
Commander-in-Chief. The War of the Rebellion
at once brought it into prominence, as an important part of the State Government, which it has
since maintained. The various measures passed,
during this period, belong rather to the history of
the late war than to the subject of this chapter.
In 1865, however, the office was put on a different
footing, and the important part it had played,
during the preceding four years, was recognized
by the passage of "an act to provide for the appointment, and designate the work, fix the pay
and prescribe the duties, of the Adjutant-General
'

"

"

—

—
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During the next four years, its
most important work was the publication of
eight volvuues of war records, containing a complete roster of the officers and men of the various
regiments and other military organizations from
Illinois, with an outline of their movements and
a list of the battles in which they were engaged.
To the Adjutant-General's office, as now administered, is entrusted the custody of the warrecords, battle-flags and trophies of the late war.
A further step was taken, in 1877, in the passage
of an act formulating a military code and providing for more thorough organization. Modifying
amendments to this act were adopted in 1879 and
While, under these laws, "all able-bodied
1885.
male citizens of this State, between the ages of 18
and 4.'5"' (with certain specified exceptions), are
declared "subject to military duty, and desig-

ities of

nated as the Illinois State Militia," provision is
made for the organization of a body of "active
militia," designated as the "Illinois National
Guard, "to consist of "not more than eighty-four

in early life

of

Illinois."

companies of infantry, two batteries of artillery
and two troops of cavalry," recruited by voluntary enlistments for a period of three years, with
right to re-enlist for one or more years. The
National Guard, as at present constituted, consists of three brigades, with a total force of about
9,000 men, organized into nine regiments, besides
the batteries and cavalry already mentioned.
Gatling guns are used by the artillery and breechloading rifles by the infantry. Camps of instruction are held for the regiments, respectively— one
each year,
or more regiments participating
usually at "Camp Lincoln" near Springfield,
drills,
competitive
when regimental and brigade
An act
rifle practice and mock battles are had.
establishing the "Naval Militia of Illinois," to
consist of "not more than eight divisions or com-

—

panies." divided into two battalions of four diviwas passed by the General Assembly
of 1893 the whole to be under the command of
sions each,

—

with the rank of Commander. The
commanding officer of each battalion is styled a
"Lieutenant-Commander," and both the Commander and Lieutenant-Commanders have their

an

ofticer

respective

staffs— their

organization, in

other

conformable to the laws of the
United States. A set of "Regulations," based
laws, has been prepared by the
several
upon these
Adjutant-General for the government of the
various organizations. The Governor is authorized, by law. to call out the militia to resist invasion, or to suppress violence and enforce execution
of the laws, when called upon by the civil author-

respects, being

city,
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town or county.

This authority,

however, is exercised with great discretion, and
only when the local authorities are deemed unable
The
to cope with threatened resistance to law.
oflScers of the National (iuard, when called into
suppression
of
riot
or
the
actual service for the
enforcement of the laws, receive the same compensation paid to officers of the United States
army of like grade, while the enlisteil men receive
During the time they are at any
$2 per day.
encampment, the officers and men alike receive
f 1 per day. with necessary subsistence and cost
of transportation to and from the encampment.
(For list of incumbents in Adjutant-General's
office, see Adjutants-General; see, also, Spanish-

American

TT'ar.

MILLER, James

H., Speaker of the

House of

was born in Ohio, May 29, 1843;
came to Toulon, Stark County, 111.,

Representatives,

where he finally engaged in the practice of law.
At the beginning of the Rebellion he enlisted in
the Union army, but before being mustered into
the service, received an injury wliich rendered
him a cripple for life. Though of feeble physical
organization and a sufferer from ill-health, he
was a man of decided ability and much influence.
He served as State's Attorney of Stark County
(1872-76) and. in 1884. was elected Representative
in the Thirty-fourtli General Assembly, at the
following session being one of the most zealous
supporters of Gen. John A. Logan, in the celebrated contest which resulted in the election of
the latter, for the third time, to the United States
Senate.
By successive re-elections he also served

the Thirty-fifth and Tliirty-sixth General
Assemblies, during the session of the latter being
Speaker of the House, as successor to
A. C. Matthews, who had been appointed, during

in

cho.sen

the session. First Comptroller of the Treasury at
Washington. In the early part of the summer
of 1890, Mr. Miller visited Colorado for the benefit

of his health, but, a

week

after his arrival at

Manitou Springs, died suddenly. June 27, 1890.
MILLS, Benjamin, lawyer and early politician, was a native of Western Massachusetts,
and described by his contemporaries as a highly
educated and accomplished lawyer, as well as a

The exact date of his arrival in
cannot be determined with certainty, hut
he appears to liave been in the "Lead Mine
Region" about Galena, as early as 1836 or '27. and
was notable as one of the first "Yankees" to
locate in that section of the State.
He was
elected a Representative in the Eighth f Jeneral
Assembly (1832), his district embracing the

brilliant orator.
Illinois
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counties of Peoria, Jo Daviess, Putnam, La Salle
and Cook, including all the State north of Sangamon (as it then stood), and extending from the
Mississippi River to the Indiana State line.

this session occurred the

impeachment

At

trial of

Theophilus W.

Smith, of the Supreme Court, Mr.
Mills acting as Chairman of the Impeachment
Committee, and delivering a speech of great
power and brilliancy, whicli lasted two or three
days. In 1834 he was a candidate for Congress
from the Northern District, but was defeated by
"William L. May (Democrat), as claimed by Mr.
He early fell a victim
Mill's friends, unfairly.
to consumption and, returning to Massachusetts,
died in Berkshire County, in tliat State, in 1841.
Hon. R. H. McClellan, of Galena, says of him:
"He was a man of remarkable ability, learning

in Ohio, the latter year

intersection of the Jacksonville Division of the

Chicago

&

and a newspaper.

contemporaries, Mr. Mills was
regarded as the most popular and brilliant lawyer
of his day at the Galena bar."
MILLS, Henry A., State Senator, was born at
New Hartford, Oneida County, N. Y., in 1827;
located at Mount Carroll, Carroll County, 111., in
18.')6, finally engaging in the banking business at
that place.
Having served in various local
offices, he was, in 1874, cliosen State Senator for
the Eleventh District, but died at Galesburg
before the expiration of his term, July 7, 1877.
MILLS, Luther Lafliu, lawyer, was born at

MIJfONK, a

liis

North Adams, Mass., Sept. 3, 1848; brought to
Chicago in infancy, and educated in the public
scliools of that city and at Michigan State University.
In 1868 lie began tlie study of law, was
admitted to practice three years later, and, in
1876, was elected State's Attorney, being reWhile in this office he was conelected in 1880.
nected with some of the most important cases
Chicago
courts.
before
the
ever brought
Although he has held no official position except
that already mentioned, his abilities at the bar
and on the rostrum are widely recognized, and
his services, as an attorney and an orator, have
been in frequent demand.
MILLSTADT, a town in St. Clair County,
about 8 miles west-southwest of Belleville, and 14
miles south-southeast of St. Louis. Coal mining
and the manufacture of flour and farm-implements are the principal industries of tlie place.
Population

(1880). 1.239;

MILWAUKEE &
Chicago, Milwaukee

(1890), 1,186.

PAUL RAILWAY.
& St. Paul Railway.)

ST.

(See

MINER, Orlln H., State Auditor, was born in
Vermont, May 13, 1835; from 1834 to '51 he lived

&

Alton and the Terre Haute

Railroads. 36 miles southeast of Peoria
eral grain elevators,

and eloquence," while Governor Ford, in his
"History of Illinois," testifies that, "by common
con.sent of all

coming to Chicago, where

he worked at his trade of watch- maker. In 1855
he went to Central America and was with GenReturning to
eral William Walker at Grey town.
Illinois, he resumed his trade at Springfield; in
1857 lie was appointed, by Auditor Dubois, chief
clerk in the Auditor's office, serving until 1864,
when he was elected State Auditor as successor
Retiring from office in 1869, he
to his chief.
gave attention to liis private business. He was
one of the founders and a Director of the Springfield Iron Company.
Died in 1879.
MINIER, a village of Tazewell County, at the

;

Peoria
has sev-

some manufactures, a bank

Population

(1880). 600; (1890),

664.

Woodford County, 39 miles
north of Bloomington and 53 miles northeast of
Peoria, on the At<!hison, Topeka & Santa Fe and
the Illinois Central Railways. The surrounding
region is agricultural, though much coal is
mined in the vicinity. The city has brick yards,
tile factories,

elevators,

city in

steam flouring-mills, several grain

two private banks and two weekly

newspapers.

Population

(1880),

1,913;

(1890),

2,316.

MINORITY REPRESENTATION,

a method of

choosing members of the General Assembly and
other deliberative bodies, designed to secure representation, in such bodies, to minority parties.
In Illinois, this method is limited to the election
of members of the lower branch of the General
Assembly
except as to private corporations,
which maj', at their option, applj' it in the election
of Trustees or Directors.
In the apportionment
of members of the General Assembly (see Legislative Apportionment), tlie State Constitution
requires that the Senatorial and Representative
Districts shall be identical in territory, each of
such Districts being entitled to choose one Sena-

—

and three Representatives. The provisions of
the Constitution, making specific application of
the principle of "minority representation" (or
"cumulative voting," as it is sometimes called),
declares that, in the election of Representatives,
"each qualified voter may cast as many votes for
one candidate as there are Representatives, or
(he) may distribute the same, or equal parts
thereof, among the candidates as he shall see
fit."
(State Constitution, Art. IV, sections 7 and
In practice, this provision gives the voter
8. )
power to cast three votes for one candidate two
tor

;
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votes for one candidate and one for another, or
one and a half votes to each of two candidates,

or he may distribute his vote equally among
three candidates (giving one to each)
but no
other division is admissible without invalidating
;

liis

ity

Other forms of minorrepresentation have been proposed bj- various
ballot as to this office.

writers,

among whom

Thomas Hare, John

Mr.

Stuart Mill, and Mr. Craig, of England, are most
prominent; but that adopted in Illinois seems to
be the simplest and most easy of application.

MIXSHALL, William A.,
who came

a native of Ohio

legislator

and

to Rushville,

jurist,
111.,

at

an early day, and entered upon the practice of
law; served as Representative in the Eighth,
Tenth and Twelfth General Assemblies, and as
Delegate to the State Constitutional Convention
of 1847.

He was

elected Judge of the Circuit

Court for the Fifth Circuit, under the

and died

new Con-

Indians among whom he labored was, that year,
considerably diminished by the emigration of the

Kaskaskias to the south.
this time, labored

medicine

The

earliest Chris-

—

by Loj-ola.

Between these two bodies

astics existed,

at

times, a

of ecclesi-

strong rivalry

;

tlie

former having been earlier in the field, but having been virtually subordinated to the latter by
Cardinal Richelieu. The controversy between
the

two orders gradually involved the civil
and continued until the suppression

authorities,

of the Jesuits, in France, in 1764. Tlie most noted
of the Jesuit missionaries were Fathers Allouez,
Gravier, Marquette, Pablon, Pinet. Rasle. Ijamo-

Binueteau and Marest. Of the Recollects,
most conspicuous were Fathers Membre,
Douay, Le Clerq, Hennepin and Ribourde.
Besides these, there were also Father Bergier and
Montigny, who, belonging to no religious order,
were called secular priests. The first Catholic
mission, founded in Illinois, was probably that at
the original Kaskaskia, on the Illinois, in the
present county of La Salle, where Father Marquette did missionary work in 1673, followed by
Allouez in 1677. (See Alluuez, Claride Jean.
The latter was succeeded, in 1688, by Father Gravier, who was followed, in 165)3, by Father Sebastian Rasle, but who, returning in 1694, remained
until 1695, when he was succeeded by Pinet
and Binneteau. In 1700 Father Marest was

of the tribe,

Lamoges. This mission was at first called the
Tamaroa, and, later, the mission of St. Sulpice.
It was probably the first permanent mission in the
Country. Among those in charge, down
were Fathers de Montigny, Damon (proband le Mercier. In
1707, Father Mermet assisted Father Marest at
Kaskaskia, and, in 1720, that mission became a
regularly constituted parish, the incumbent being
Fatlier
de Beaubois.
Rev.
Philii)
Boucher
preached and administered the sacraments at
Fort St Louis, where he died in 1719, having
been preceded bj Fathers Membre and Ribourde
in 1680, and by Fathers Douay and Le Clerq in
1687-88.
The persecution and banishment of the

Illinois

MISSIONARIES, EARLY.

man

precise date of its establishment cannot be fixed
with certainty, there is evidence that it was in
existence in 1700, being the earlie.st in that region.
Among the early Fathers, who ministered to the
savages there, were Pinet,' St. Cosme, Bergier and

to 1718,

were of the Roman
Catholic faith. As a rule, these accompanied the
French explorers and di<l not a little toward the
extension of French dominion. They were usually
members of one of two orders the "Recollects,"
founded by St. Francis, or the "Jesuits," founded

Father (Jravier, about
tlie Peorias, but was

in his death, at Mobile, in 1706.

in office, early in 1853,

tian missionaries in Illinois

among

by a wound

received from the
which finally resulted
The Peoria station
remained vacant for a time, but was finally filled
by Father Deville. Another early Catholic mission in Illinois was that at Cahokia.
While the
incapacitated

being succeeded bv the late Judge Pinkney H.
Walker.

stitution, in 1848,
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and the number of

in cliarge of the mission,

ably), Varlet, de la Source,

early Jesuit missionaries, by the Superior Council
of Louisiana (of which Illinois had formerly been

a part), in 1763, is a curious chapter in State history.
That body, following the example of some
provincial legislative bodies in France, officially
declared the order a dangerous nuisance, and
decreed the confiscation of all its property, including plate and vestments, and the razing of
clmrche*, as well as the banishment of its
tlie Louisiana Council

ges,

its

the

members. This decree
imdertook to enforce in

disregarding the
passed under the
The Jesuits seem
to have off'ered no resistance, either physical or
legal, and all members of the order in Illinois
fact that

Illinois,

tliat territorj-

liad

jurisdiction of Great Britain.

were ruthlessly, and without a shadow of authority, carried to New Orleans and thence deported
Only one— Father Sebastian Louis
Meurin— was allowed to return to Illinois and he.
only after promising to recognize the ecclesiastical
to France.

;

authority of the Superior Council as supreme,
and to hold no communication with Quebec or

Rome. The labors of the missionaries, apart
from spiritual results, were of greiit value. They
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perpetuated the records of early discoveries,
reduced 'the language, and even dialects, of the
aborigines, to grammatical rules, and preserved
the original traditions and described the customs
(Authorities: Shea and Kip's
of the savages.
"Catholic Missions," "Magazine of "Western History," Winsor"s "America," and Shea's "Catholic
Church in Colonial Days.")
MISSISSIPPI RIVEU. (Indian name, "Missi
Its head waters are
Sipi," the "Great 'Water.")
in the northern part of Minnesota, 1,680 feet
source is Itasca
chief
Its
above tide-water.
Lake, which is 1,575 feet higher than the sea.
having
its source
stream
fed
by
a
and which is
within one mile of the head waters of the Red
of
water to
From
this
sheet
North.
of
the
River
the mouth of the river, the distance is variously
estimated

Lake

Itasca

west

is

at from 3,000 to 3,160 miles.
in lat. 47° 10' north and Ion. 95° 20'

The river at first runs northward, but soon turns toward the east and expands
from Greenwich.

Its course, as far as
into a series of small lakes.
Crow "Wing, is extremely sinuous, below which
it runs southward to St. Cloud, thence southeastward to Minneapolis, where occur the Falls of
St. Anthony, establishing a complete barrier to
navigation for the lower Mississippi. In less than
a mile the river descends 66 feet, including a per-

point

pendicular fall of 17 feet, furnishing an immense
water-power, wliich is utilized in operating flouring-mills and other manufacturing establishments. A few miles below St. Paul it reaches
the western boundary of Wisconsin, where it

expands into the long and beautiful Lake Pepin,
bordered by picturesque limestone bluffs, some
Below Dubuque its general direc400 feet high.
tion is southward, and it forms the boundary
between the States of Iowa, Missouri, Arkansas
and the northern part of Louisiana, on the
west, and Illinois, Kentuckj', Tennessee and MisAfter many sinuous turnsissippi, on the east.
ings in its southern course, it enters the Gulf of
Mexico by three principal passes, or mouths, at
the southeastern extremity of Plaquemines
Parish, La., in lat. 39" north and Ion. 89° 12'
west. Its principal affluents on the right are tlie
Minnesota, Iowa, Des Moines, Missouri, Arkansas
and Red Rivers, and, on the left, the "Wisconsin,
Illinois and Ohio.
The Missouri River is longer
than that part of tlie Mississippi above the point
of junction, the distance from its source to the
delta of the latter being about 4,300 miles, which
exceeds that of any other river in the world.
The width of the stream at St. Louis is about
3,500 feet, at the mouth of the Ohio nearly 4,500

feet,

and

mean

at

New

Orleans about 3,500

The

feet.

velocity of the current between St. Louis

and the Gulf of Mexico
one-half

miles per

below Red River

is

is

hour.

about

five to five

The average

and

deptli

said to be 131 feet, though, in

the vicinity of New Orleans, the maximum is said
to reach 150 feet.
The principal rapids below the
Falls of St. Anthony are at Rock Island and the
Des Moines Rapids above Keokuk, the former
having twenty-two feet fall and the latter
twenty-four feet. A canal around the Des
Moines Rapids, along the west bank of the river,
aids navigation.

The

alluvial

banks which pre-

vail on one or both shores of the lower Mississippi,
often spread out into extensive "bottoms" which
are of inexhaustible fertility. The most important of these above the moutli of the Ohio, is the

"American Bottom," extending along the east
bank from Alton to Chester. Immense sums
have been spent in the construction of levees for
the protection of the lands along the lower river
from overflow, as also in the construction of a
system of jetties at the mouth, to improve navigation by deepening the channel.
MISSISSIPPI RIVEK BRIDfciE, THE, one of
tlie best constructed railroad bridges in the West,
spanning the Mississippi from Pike, 111., to Loui-

The construction company was charand the bridge was ready for
the passage of trains on Dec. 34, 1873. On Dec.
3, 1877, it was leased in perpetuity by the Chicago
& Alton Railway Company, which holds all its
stock and §150,000 of its bonds as an investment,
paying a rental of §60,000 per annum, to be applied
in the payment of 7 per cent interest on stock and
6 per cent on bonds. In 1894, §71,000 was paid for
rental, §16,000 going toward a sinking fund.
MOBILE & OHIO RAILROAD. This company
operates 160,6 miles of road in Illinois, of which
151.6 are leased from the St. Louis & Cairo Railroad.
(See St. Louis & Cairo Railroad.)
siana, Mo.

tered, April 35, 1873,

MOLINE, a

flourishing manufacturing city in
Counts', incorporated in 1872, on the
above Rock Island and opposite
Davenport, Iowa; is 168 miles south of west from

Rock Island
Mississippi

Chicago, and

the

intersecting

point

of

three

trunk lines of railway. Moline, Rock Island and
Davenport are connected by steam and street
railways, bridges and ferries.
All three obtain
water-power from the Mississippi. The region
around Moline is rich in coal, and several productive mines are operated in the vicinity.
It is an
important manufacturing point, among its chief

outputs being agricultural implements, malleable
iron, steam engines, vehicles, lumber, organs
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ami

reed), paper,

lead-roofiug,

wind-mills,

milling machinery, and furniture. The city has
admirable water-works, several churr^hes, good
schools (both public and private), a public library
and five banks. It is lighted by both gas and
electricity.
There are also three daily and
weekly papers published here. Population (1880 1.
7,800; (1890), 13,000.

MOLONEY, Maurice
was born

T., ex-Attorney-General,

in Ireland, in 1849;

came

to

America

in

a i-ourse in the Seminary of "Our
Lady of the Angels" at Niagara Falls, studied
theology: then taught for a time in Virginia and
studied law at the University of that State,
graduating in 1871, finally locating at Ottawa,
111.
where he served three years as State's Attorney of La Salle County, and, in 1892, was nominated and elected Attorney-General on the
Democratic State ticket, serving until January,
1867, and. after

,

1897.

MOMENCE,

a town in Kankakee County, situated on the Kankakee River and at the intersection of the Chicago & Eastern Illinois and the
Indiana, Illinois & Iowa Railroads, 'A miles
south of Chicago. It has good water power, a
ftouring-mill, railway rejjair shops, two banks,
two newspapers, three churches and a graded

Population (1880). 1,037; (1890), 1.635.
MONMOUTH, the county-seat of Warren
County, 26 miles east of the Mississippi River; a
point of intersection of two lines of the Chicago,
Burlington & Quincy and the Iowa Central
Railways. The surrounding country is agricultural and coal yielding. The city has manufactories of agricultural implements, sewer-pipe,
pottery, paving brick, and carriages and road
carts.
Jlonmouth College (United Presbyterian)
was chartered in 18.57, and the librarj' of this

school.

witli that of Warren County (also
located at Monmouth), aggregates 30,000 volumes.
There are three national banks, with a combined
capital of $2.50.000, two daily, three weekly and

institution,

two other periodical publications. An appropriation was made by the Fifty-fifth Congre.ss for the
erection of a Government building at Monmouth.
Population

(1880), .'i.OOO;

(1890). .5,930.

MONMOUTH COLLEGE,

an educational instiby the United Presbyterian
denomination, but non-sectarian located at Monmouth. It was founded in 18.50, its first class
graduating in 1858. Its Presidents have been
Drs. D. A. Wallace (18.50-78) and J. B. McMichael.
the latter occupying the position from 1878 until

tution, controlled

:

1897.

In 1896

instructors

the faculty consisted of

fifteen

and the number of students was

289.

3.SI

The college campus covers ten acres, tastefully
The institution confers four degrees
laid out.
For the conferring
A.B., B.S., M.B., and B.L.
of the first three, four years' study

is

required;

for the degree of B.L., three years.

MONROE,

George D., State Senator, was born
in Jeiferson County, N. Y., Sept. 24, 1844, and
came with his parents to Illinois in 1849. His
father having been elected SlierifT of Will County
in 1864, he became a resident of Joliet, serving
In 1865 he
as a deputy in his father's office.
engaged in merchandising as the partner of his
father, which was exchanged, some fifteen years
later, for

the wholesale grocery trade, and, finally,

for the real-estate

and mortgage-loan

which he

employed.

is

still

He

business, in

has also been

extensively engaged in the stone business some
twenty years, being a large stockholder in the

Western Stone Company and Vice-President of
the concern. In 1894 Mr. Monroe was elected, as
a Republican, to the State Senate from the
Twenty-fifth District, serving in the Thirty-ninth
and Fortieth General Assemblies, and proving
himself one of the most influential members of
that body.

MONROE COUNTY,

situated in the southwest

part of the State, bordering on the Mississippi
named for President Monroe. Its area is about
380 square miles. It was organized in 1810 and

included within

boundaries

its

several

French villages which constituted,
years,

a

American

center

of

settlers,

civilization

in

for

the

of

the

manyWest.

however, began to locate in

the district as early as 1781. The county has a
diversified surface and is heavily timbered.
The
soil is fertile, embracing both upland and river
bottom. Agriculture and the manufacture and
shipping of lumber constitute leading occupations
of the citizens.
Waterloo is the county-seat.
Population (1880), 13,682; (1890), 12,948.

MONTGOMERY COUNTY,

an interior county,
St. Louis and south of
square miles, population
(1890), 30,003— derives its name from Gen. Richard
Montgomery. The earliest settlements by Americans were toward the close of 1816, county organization being effected five years later. The entire
population, at that time, scarcely exceeded 100
families. The surface is undulating, well watered
and timbered. The seat of county government is
situated northeast

of

Springfield; area 702

located at Hillsboro.

Litchfield is an important
Here are situated car-shops and some
manufacturing establishments. Conspicuous in
tlie county's history as pioneers were Harris
Reavis. Henry Pyatt. John Levi, Aaron Casey

town.

"

—

;
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John

Tillson,

Hiram

Rouiitree,

tlie

Wrights

(Joseph and Charles), the Hills (John and
Henry), William McDavid and John Russell.
MONTICELLO, a city and the coimty-seat of
Piatt County, on the Sangamon River, midway
between Chicago and St. Louis, on the Kankakee

Mr. Moore, a few years later,
began operating extensively in Illinois lands, and
is now one of the largest land proprietors in
the State, besides being interested in a number
of manufacturing ventures and a local bank.
The only oflGcial position of importance he has

of Bloomington,

and Bloomington Division of the Illinois Central,
and the Chicago and St. Louis Division of tlie

lield is

Wabash Railways. It lies within the "corn belt,
and stock-raising is extensively carried on in the
surrounding country. Among the city industries
are a foundry and machine shops, steam flour and
planing mills, broom, cigar and harness-making,
and patent fence and tile works. The citj' is
lighted by electricity, has several elevators, an
excellent water system, numerous churches and
good schools, with banks and three weekly
papers. Population (1880), 1,337; (1890), 1,643.

astic collector of State historical

MONTICELLO

FEMALE SEMINARY,

the

second institution established in Illinois for the
higher education of women Jacksonville Female
Seminary being the first. It was founded
through the munificence of Capt. Benjamin
Godfrey, who donated fifteen acres for a site, at
Godfrey, Madison County, and gave 853,000
toward erecting and equipping the buildings.
The institution was opened on April U, 1838,
with sixteen young lady pupils. Rev. Theron
Baldwin, one of the celebrated "Yale Band,"
being the first Principal. In 1845 he was succeeded by Miss Pliilena Fobes, and she, in turn,
by Miss Harriet N. Haskell, in 186G, who still
remains in charge. In November, 1883, the
seminary building, with its contents, was burned
but the institution continued its sessions in temporary quarters until the erection of a new building, which was soon accomplished through the
generosity of alumnee and friends of female education tlu-oughout the country. The new struc-

—

ture

is

of

stone,

three

stories in

height,

and

modern. The average nmnber of
with fourteen instructors, and tlie
standard of the institution is of a high character.
MOORE, Clifton H., lawyer and financier, was
born at Kirtland, Lake County, Ohio, Oct. 26,
1817; after a brief season spent in two academies
and one term in the Western Reserve Teachers'
Seminary, at Kirtland, in 1839 he came west
and engaged in teaching at Pekin, 111., while
giving his leisure to the study of law. He spent
the next year at Tremont as Deputy County and
Circuit Clerk, was admitted to the bar at Springfield in 1841, and located soon after at Clinton,
DeWitt County, which has since been his home.
In partnership with the late Judge David Davis,

thoroughly
pupils

is 150.

that of Delegate to the State ConstituHe is an enthusi-

tional Convention of 1869-70.
of

which he

and art treasirres,

possesses one of the most valuable

private collections in Illinois.

MOORE, Henry, pioneer lawyer, came to Chicago from Concord, Mass., in 1834, and was
almost immediately admitted to the bar, also
acting for a time as a clerk in the office of Col.
Richard J. Hamilton, who held pretty much all
the county offices on the organization of Cook
County. Mr. Moore was one of the original
Trustees of Rush Medical College, and obtained
from the Legislature the first charter for a gas
company in Chicago. In 1838 he went to Havana, Cuba, for the benefit of his failing health,
but subsequent!}' returned to Concord, Mass.,
where he died some years afterward.
MOORE, James, pioneer, was born in the State
of Maryland in 1750 was married in his native
State, about 1772, to Miss Catherine Biggs, later
removing to Virginia. In 1777 he came to the
Illinois Country as a sp)', preliminary to the contemplated expedition of Col. George Rogers
Clark, which captured Kaskaskia in July, 1778.
After the Clark expedition (in which he served
as Captain, by appointment of Gov. Patrick
Henry), he returned to Virginia, where he
remained until 1781, when he organized a party
of emigrants, which he accompanied to Illinois,
spending the winter at Kaskaskia. The following
year they located at a point in the northern part
of Monroe County, which afterwards received
the name of Bellefontaine. After his arrival in
Illinois, he organized a company of "Minute
Men," of which he was chosen Captain. He was
a man of prominence and influence among the
early settlers, but died in 1788. A numerous and
influential family of his descendants have grown
up in Southern Illinois. John (Moore), son of
the preceding, was born in Maryland in 1773, and
brought by his father to Illinois eight years later.
He married a sister of Gen. John D. Whiteside,
who afterwards became State Ti-easurer, and also
served as Fund Commissioner of the State of Illinois under the internal improvement system.
Moore was an officer of the State Militia, and
served in a company of rangers dviring the War
of 1818; was also the first County Treasurer of
;
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Monroe County.

Died. July

(Moore), the third son of Capt.

born in 1780, and brought
ents:

in

early

his

1833.
James B.
James Moore, was

4,

to Illinois

by his

par-

manhood he followed the

business of keel-boating on the Mississippi arid
Ohio Rivers, visiting New Orleans, Pittsburg and

other points; became a prominent Indian fighter
during the War of 1812, and was commissioned
Captain by Governor Edwards and authorized to

a company of mounted rangers; also
served as SheritT of Monroe County, by appointraise

ment of Governor Edwards, in Territorial days
was Presidential Elector in 1820, and State Sena-

the

McLean

District, and, in

184(1,

to tlie Senate,

but before the close of his term, in

1842,

was

Thomas

elected Lieutenant-Governor with Gov.
Ford. At the outbreak of the Mexican

War

lie

took a conspicuous part in recruiting the Fourth
Regiment Illinois Volunteers (Col. E. D. Baker's),
of which he was chosen Lieutenant-Colonel,
serving gallantly throughout the struggle. In
1848 he was appointed State Treasurer, as succesIn
sor of Milton Carpenter, who died in office.
1850 he was elected to the same office, and continued to discharge its duties until 18.'57, when he
was succeeded by James Miller. Died, Sept. 23,

tor for

Madison County in 1836-40, dying in the
Enoch (Moore), fourth son of Capt.
latter year.
James Moore, the pioneer, was born in the old

1863.

block-house at Bellefontaine in 1782, being the
first child born of American parents in Illinois

and, a few years later, to Hancock County, Ga.,
where he served two terms in the Legislature.

served as a "ranger" in the company of his
brother, James B. occupied the office of Clerk of
the Circuit Court, and afterwards that of Judge
of Probate of Monroe County during the Territorial period was Delegate to the Constitutional
Convention of 1818, and served as Representative
from Monroe County in the Second General
Assembly, later filling various county offices for
some twenty years. He died in 1848.
MOORE, Jesse H., clergyman, .soldier and Con-

He emigrated from Georgia

;

;

gressman, born near Lebanon, St. Clair County,
III., April 22, 1817, and graduated from McKendree College in 1842. For thirteen years he was
a teacher, during portions of this period being
successively at the head of three literary instiIn 1849 he was ordained a
tutions in the West.
minister of the Methodist Episcopal Church, but
resigned pastorate duties in 1802, to take part in
the War for the Union, organizing the One Hundred and Fifteenth Regiment Illinois Volunteers,
of which he was commissioned Colonel, also serving
as brigade commander during the last year of the
war, and being brevetted Brigadier-General at its
After the war he re-entered the ministry,
close.
but, in 1868, while Presiding Elder of the Decatur
District, he was elected to the Forty-first Congress as a Republican, being re-elected in 1870
afterwards served as Pension Agent at Springfield, and, in 1881, was appointed United States
Consul at Callao, Peru, dying in office, in that
city,

July

11, 1883.

MOORE,

John, Lieutenant-Governor (1842-46)

was born in Lincolnshire, Eng., Sept. 8,
came to America and settled in Illinois in

1793;
1830,

spending most of his life as a resident of Bloomington. In 1838 he was elected to the lower
branch of the Eleventh General Assembly from

MOORE,
ware

Risdon, pioneer, was born in Dela-

in 1700;

removed

in St. Clair County,

to

North Carolina

in 1812,

and

in 1789,

settled

—

111.
besides a family of fifteen white persons, bringing with him eighteen
colored people the object of his removal being

—

to get rid of slavery.

He

purchased a farm in

what was known as the "Turkey

Hill

Settle-

ment," about four miles east of Belleville, where
he resided until his death in 1828. Mr. Moore
became a prominent citizen, was elected to the
Second Territorial House of Representatives, and
was chosen Speaker, serving as such for two sessions (1814-15).
He was also Representative from
St. Clair County in the First, Second and Third
General Assemblies after the admission of Illinois
into the Union.
In the last of these he was one
of the most zealous opponents of the pro-slavery
Convention scheme of 1822-24. He left a numerous and highly respected family of descendants,
who were afterwards prominent in jiublic affairs.
William (Moore), his son, served as a Captain in
the War of 1812, and also commandeii a company
in the Black Hawk War.
He rejiresented St.
Clair County in the lower branch of the Ninth
and Tenth General Assemblies; was a local
preacher of the Jlethodist Church, and was President of the Board of Trustees of McKendree College at the time of his death in 1849.
Risdon
(Moore), Jr., a cousin of the first named Risdon
Moore, was a Representative from St. Clair County
in the Fourth General Assembly and Senator in
the Sixth, but died before the expiration of his
term, being succeeded at the next session by
Adam W. Snyder.
MOORE, Stephen Richey, lawyer, was born of
Scotch ancestry, in Cincinnati, Ohio, Sept. 22.
1832; in 18.51, entered Farmers' College near Cincinnati, graduating in 1856, and, having qualified
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commanded

liimself for the practice of law, located the fol-

in July, 1862, for meritorious service

lowing year at Kankakee, 111., which has since
been his home. In 1858 he was employed in
defense of the late Father Chiniquy, who recently
died in Montreal, in one of the celebrated suits
begun against him by dignitaries of the Roman
Catholic Church. Mr. Moore is a man of striking appearance and great independence of character, a Methodist in religious belief and has
generally acted politically in co-operation with
the Democratic party, though strongly antislavery in his views. In 1872 he was a delegate
to the Liberal Republican Convention at Cincinnati which nominated Mr. Greeley for the

a brigade at Nashville, and, in March, 1865, was
brevetted Major-General for gallantry at Bentonville, N. C, being mustered out, August 34, 1865.
After the war he resumed business at Quincy,
111., being President of the Quincy Gas Company
and Vice-President of a bank; was also Presi-

Presidency, and, in 1896, participated in the same
way in the Indianapolis Convention which nominated Gen. John M. Palmer for the same ofBce, in

probably

the following campaign giving the "Gold Democracy" a vigorous support.

sician,

MORAN, Thomas A., lawyer and jurist, was
born at Bridgeport, Conn., Oct. 7, 1839; received
his preliminary education in the district schools
of Wisconsin (to which State his father's family
had removed in 1846), and at an academy at
Salem, Wis. began reading law at Kenosha in
1859, meanwhile supporting himself by teaching.
In May, 1865, he graduated from the Albany
(N. y.) Law School, and the same year com-

Immigrants began

menced

was cut off from Morgan in 1837, and Scott
County in 1839. About 1837 Morgan was the
most populous county in the State. The county
is nearly equally divided between woodland and
Besides the Illinois
prairie, and is well watered.
River on its western border, there are several

;

practice in Chicago, rapidly rising to the

In 1879 he was
Cook County Circuit Court,
and re-elected in 1885. At the expiration of his
second term he resumed private practice. While
on the bench he at first heard only common law
front rank of

elected a

cases,

his

Judge

profession.

of the

but later divided the business of the equity

some

dent, for

;

time, of the Society of the

Army

of the Cumberland. Died, at Quincy, Sept. 13, 1896.
COUNTY, a central county of the

MORGAN

west of Sangamon, and bordering on
the Illinois River named for Gen. Daniel Morgan; area, 580 square miles; population (1890),
State, lying

—

The

32,636.

earliest

Elisha

and

American settlers were
Seymour Kellogg, who

located on Mauvaisterre Creek in 1818. Dr. George

Caldwell came in

1830, and was the first phyand Dr. Ero Chandler settled on the pres-

ent site of the city of

Jacksonville

to arrive in large

1821.

in

numbers

about 1833, and, Jan. 31, 1833, the county was
organized, the first election being held at the
house of James G. Swinerton, six miles southwest of the present city of Jacksonville. 01mstead's Mound was the first county-seat, but this
choice was only temporary. Two years later,
Jacksonville was .selected, and has ever since so
Cass County
continued.
(See Jaeksonville.)

smaller

streams,

among them

Indian, Apple,

Bituminous
and

side of the court

Sandy and Mauvaisterre Creeks.

1886,

coal underlies the eastern part of the county,

late

thin

with Judge Tuley. In June,
he was assigned to the bench of the AppelCourt, of which tribunal he was, for a year.

Chief Justice.

MORGAN, James

Dady,

soldier,

was born

in

Boston, Mass., August 1, 1810, and, at 16 years of
went for a three years' trading voyage on
the ship "Beverly." When thirty days out a
mutiny arose, and shortly afterward the vessel
age,

Morgan escaped to South America,
and, after many hardships, returned to Boston.
In 1834 he removed to Quincy.IU., and engaged
in mercantile pursuits; aided iu raising the
"Quincy Grays" during the Mormon difficulties
was burned.

during the Mexican War commanded a
company in the First Regiment Illinois Volunteers; in 1861 became Lieutenant-Colonel of the
Tenth Regiment in the three months' service,
and Colonel on reorganization of the regiment
for three years was promoted Brigadier-General
(1844-45)

;

;

crop out along the Illinois River
bluffs.
Sandstone has also been quarried.
MORGAN PARK, a suburban village of Cook
County, 13 miles south of Chicago, on the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railway is the seat
of the Academy (a preparatory branch) of the
University of Chicago and the Scandinavian Department of the Divinity School connected with
Population (1880), 187;
the same institution.
veins

;

(1890), 1,037.

MORMONS, a
Smitli,

Jr.,

August

6,

religious sect, founded

were outside of the United

religious teachings are peculiar.
in the

Y.,

themselves the "Chm-ch of

Jesus Christ of Latter- Day Saints. "
in 1892 was estimated at 330,000, of
20,000

by Joseph

at Fayette, Seneca County, N.

1830, styling

Membership
whom some

States.

Their

They avow faith
by them

Trinity and in the Bible (as
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They beUeve, however, tliat the
"Book of Mormon" assumed to be of divine
origin and a direct revelation to Smith is of
interpreted).

—

—

equal authority with the Scriptures, if not supeAmong their ordinances are
rior to them.
baptism and the laying-on of hands, and, in their
chureli organization, thej' recognize various orders
apostles, prophets, pastors, teachers, evangelThey also believe in the restoration of
ists, etc.
the Ten Tribes and the literal re assembling of
Israel, the return and rule of Christ in person,
and the rebuilding of Zion in America. Polyg-

—

amy

is encouraged and made an article of faith,
though professedly not practiced under existing
laws in the United States. The supreme power

who

has authority in
temporal and spiritual affairs alike; although
there is less effort now than formerly, on the part
of the priesthood, to interfere in temporalities.

is

vested in a President,

Driven from

New York

in 1831,

Smith and

his

followers first settled at Kirtland, Ohio. There,
for a time, the sect flourished and built a temple
but, within seven years, their doctrines and prac-

much hostility that they were
forced to make another removal. Their next
settlement was at Far West. Mo. but here the
hatred toward them became so intense as to
open war. From Missouri
they
result in
recrossed the Mississippi and founded the city
of Nauvoo, near Commerce, in Hancock County,
111.
The charter granted by the Legislature was
an extraordinary instrument, and well-nigh made
the city independent of the State. Nauvoo soon
obtained commercial importance, in two years
becoming a city of some 16,000 inhabitants. The
Mormons rapidly became a powerful factor in
State politics, when there broke out a more
bitter public enmity than the sect liad yet encountered. Internal dissensions also sprang up,
and, in 1844, a discontented Mormon founded a
newspaper at Nauvoo, in which he violently
assailed the prophet and threatened him with
Smith's answer to this was the deexposure.
struction of the printir^g office, and the editor
promptly secured a warrant for his arrest, returnable at Carthage. Smith went before a friendlj'
justice at Nauvoo, who promptly discharged him,
but he positively refused to appear before the
Carthage magistrate. Tliereupon the latter
issued a second warrant, cliarging Smith with
treason. This also was treated with contempt.
The militia was called out to make the arrest, and
the Mormons, who had formed a strong military
organization, armed to
defend their leader.
After a few trifling clashes between the soldiers

tices excited so

;
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and the "Saints," Smith was persuaded tq surrender and go to Carthage, the county -seat, where
he was incarcerated in the county jail. Within
twenty-four hours (on Sunday, June 37, 1844), a
mob attacked the prison. Joseph Smith and his
brother Hyrum were killed, and some of their
adherents, who had accompanied them to jail,
Brigham Young (then an
were wounded.
apostle) at once assumed the leadership and,
after several montlis of intense popular excitement, in the following year led his followers

across the Mississippi, finally locating (1847) in
Utah. (See also Nauvoo.) There their history

has not been free from charges of crime; but,
whatever may be the character of the leaders,
they have succeeded in building up a prosperous
community in a region which they found a virtual desert, a little more than forty years ago.
The polity of the Church has been greatly modified in consequence of restrictions placed upon it

by Congressional legislation, especially in reference to polygamy, and by contact with other
communities. {See Smith, Joaeph.)
MORRIS, a city and the county-seat of Grundy
County, on the Illinois River, the Illinois &
Michigan Canal, and the Chicago, Rock Island &
Pacific Railroad, 61 miles southwest of Chicago.
It is an extensive grain market, and the center of
a region rich in bituminous coal. Tliere is valuable water-power here, and much manufacturing
is done, including builders' hardware, plows, iron
paper car-wheels, brick and tile, flour
and planing-mills, oatmeal and tanned leather.
There are also a normal and scientific school, two
national banks and three daily and weekly news-

specialties,

papers.

Population (1880), 3,486;

(1898) estimated,

at Augusta, Ky.,

(1890),

3,658;

4, .WO.

MORRIS, Buckner Smith,
August

early lawyer

19, 1800;

born

was admitted

to the bar in 1827, and. for seven years thereafter,
continued to reside in Kentucky, serving two

terms in the Legislature of that State. In 1834
he removed to Chicago, took an active part in
the incorporation of the city, and was elected its
second Mayor in 1838. In 1840 he was a Whig
candidate for Presidential Elector, Abraham
Lincoln running on the same ticket, and. in
for
18.52, was defeated as tlie Whig candidate
Secretary of State. He was elected a Judge of
the Seventh Circuit in 18.51, but declined a renomination in 185.5. In 1856 he accepted the

American

(or

Know-Nothing)

nomination for

Governor, and, in 1860, that of the Bell-Everett
party for the same office. He was vehementljopposed to the election of either Lincoln on

a
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Breckenridge to the Presidency, believing that

war vi^ould result in either event. A shadow
was thrown across his life, in 1864, by his arrest
and trial for alleged complicity in a rebel plot to
burn and pillage Chicago and liberate the
prisoners of war held at Camp Douglas. The
trial, however, which was lield at Cincinnati,
resulted in his acquittal. Died, in Kentucky,
Dec. 18, 1879. Those who knew Judge Morris, in
civil

his early life in the city of Chicago, describe him
man of genial and kindly disposition, in spite
of his opposition to the abolition of slavery
fact which, no doubt, had much to do with his
acquittal of tlie charge of complicity with tlie
Camp Douglas conspiracy, as the evidence of his

as a

—

being in communication with the leading con(See
spirators appears to have been conclusive.

Cam}) Dotiglas Conspiracy.)
MORRIS, Freeman P., lawyer and politician,
in Cook County, 111., March 19, 1854,
labored on a farm and attended the district
school in his youth, but completed his education
in Chicago, graduating from the Union College
of Law, and was admitted to practice in 1874,
when he located at Watseka, Iroquois County.
In 1884 he was elected, as a Democrat, to the
House of Representatives from the Iroquois District, and has since been re-elected in 1888, "94,
"96, being one of the most influential members of
In 1893 he was appointed
his party in that body.
by Governor Altgeld Aid-de-Camp, with the rank
of Colonel, on his personal staff, but resigned in

was born

1896.

MORRIS,
man, was

Isaac Newton, lawyer and Congressborn at Bethel, Clermont Coimty,

Ohio, Jan. 23, 1812; educated at Miami University, admitted to the bar in 183.5, and the next
year removed to Quincy, 111. was a member and
;

President of the Board of Canal Commissioners
(1842-43), served in the Fifteenth General Assembly (1846-48) was elected to Congress as a Democrat in 1856, and again in 1858, but opposed the
admission of Kansas under the Lecompton Con;

stitution; in 1868 supported General

had been

Union

Grant

— who

boyhood— for President,
was appointed a member of the

his friend in

and, in 1870,

Pacific Railroad Commission.

Died, Oct.

29, 1879.

MORRISON,

a city, the county -seat of Whiteside County, founded in 1855 is a station on the
Chicago & Northwestern Railroad, 124 miles west
;

dairying and stockraising are the principal pursuits in the surrounding region. Although a small city, it has good
I water-works, thorough sewerage, electric lighting
of Chicago.

Agriculture,

and several manufactories, including car and
refrigerator works also has numerous churches,
a large graded school, a public library and adequate banking facilities. Two weekly papers are
;

published here. Population (1880), 1.981; (1890),
2,088; (1898) estimated, 2,i500.
MORRISON, Isaac L., lawyer and legislator,
born in Barren County, Ky., in 1826; was educated in the common scliools and the Masonic
Seminary of his native State; admitted to the
bar,

and came

to Illinois

in 1851,

locating

at

where he has become a leader of
the bar and of the Republican party, which he
assisted to organize as a member of its first State
Convention at Bloomington, in 1856. He was also
a delegate to the Republican National Convention
of 1864, which nominated Abraham Lincoln for
the Presidency a second time. Mr. Morrison was
three times elected to the lower house of the
General Assembly (1876, '78 and "82), and, by his
clear judgment and incisive powers as a public
speaker, took a high rank as a leader in that
body. Of late years, he has given his attention
solely to the practice of his profession in
Jacksonville,

Jacksonville.

MORRISON, James lowery

Donaldson, poli
lawyer and Congressman, was born at Kas111., April 12, 1816; at the age of 16 was
appointed a midshipman in the United States
Navy, but leaving the service in 1836, read law
with Judge Nathaniel Pope, and was admitted to
tician,

kaskia.

the bar, practicing at Belleville. He was electeil
to the lower house of the General Assembly from
St. Clair County, in 1844. and to the State Senate
In 1853 lie was an
in 1848, and again in "54.
unsuccessful candidate for the Lieutenant-Governorship on the Whig ticket, but. on the dissolution of that party, allied himself with the
Democracy, and was, for many years, its leader in
Southern Illinois. In 1855 he was elected to Congress to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of Lyman Trumbull, who had been elected to
the United States Senate. In 1860 he was a candidate before the Democratic State Convention
for the nomination for Governor, but was defeated
by James C. Allen. After that year he took no
prominent part in public affairs. At the outbreak
<if the Mexican War he was among the first to
raise a company of volunteers, and was commissioned Lieutenant-Colonel of the Second Regiment
(Colonel Bissell's). For gallant services at Buena
Vista, the Legislature presented him with a
sword. He took a prominent part in the incorporation of railroads, and, it is claimed, drafted
and introduced in the Legislature the charter of
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St. Louis, Mo.,

Ivailroiul

August

14,

in

lyr>l.

I)ie(i.

at

INsy.

MORRISON,

William, pioneer mercliant, came
Pa., to Kaskaskia, 111., in 1790,
representative of the mercantile house of

from Philadelphia,
as

Brjaut

&

Morrison, of Philadelphia, and finally
trade throughout the

established an extensive

supplying merchants at St.
Louis, St. Genevieve, Cape Girardeau and NewMadrid. He is also said to have sent an agent
with a stock of goods across the plains, with a
view to opening up trade with the Jlexicans at
Santa Fe, about 1804, but was defrauded by the
agent, who appropriated the goods to his own
benefit without accounting tt) his employer.
He became the principal merchant in the Territory, doing a thriving business in early days,
when Kaskaskia was the principal supply j)oint
for merchants throughout the vallej'.
He is described as a public-spirited, enterprising man. to
whom was due the chief part of the credit for
securing construction of a bridge across the Kaskaskia River at the town of that name. He died
at Kaskaskia in 1837, and was buried in the cemetery there. Robert (Morrison), a brother of the
preceding, came to Kaskaskia in 1793, was
appointed Clerk of the Common Pleas Court in
1801, retaining the position for many years,
besides holding other local offices.
He was the
father of Col. James L. D. Morrison, politician
and soldier of the Mexican War. whose sketch is
given elsewhere. Joseph (Morrison), the oldest
son of William Morrison, went to Ohio, residing
there several years, but finally returned to Prairie
du Rocher, where he died in 1845.
Jame$i,
another son, went to Wisconsin William located
at Belleville, dying there in 1843; while Lewisj
another son, settrled at Covington, Washington
County, 111., where he practiced medicine up to
1851; then engaged in mercantile business at
Jlississippi Valley,

—

—

—

;

Chester, dying there in 1856.

MORRISON, William
Inter-State
Sept. 14,

Ralls, ex Congre.ssman,

Commerce Commissioner, was

1825,

in

Monroe County,

111.,

born,

and edu-

McKendree College; served as a private
Mexican War, at its close studied law, and
was admitted to the bar in 1835; in 1852 was
elected Clerk of the Circuit Court of Monroe
cated at
in tlie

County, but resigned before the close of his term,
accepting the office of Representative in the State
Legislature, to which he was elected in 1854; was
re-elected in 1856, and again in 1858, serving as
Speaker of the House during the session of 1859.
In 1861 he assisted in organizing the Forty-ninth
Regiment Illinois Volunteers and was commis-
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The regiment was mustered in,
Dec. 31, 1861, and took part in the battle of Fort
Donelson in February following, where he was
severely wounded. While yet in the service, in
1863, he was elected to Congress as a Democrat,
when he resigned his commission, but was defeated for re-election, in 1864, by Jehu Baker, as
he was again in 1866. In 1870 he was again
elected to the General Assembly, and, two years
later (1873), retfirned to Congress from the Belleville District, after which he served in that body,
by successive re-elections, nine terms and until
1887, being for several ternjs Chairman of the
House Ways and Means Committee and promisioned Colonel.

nent in the tariff legislation of that period. lu
March, 1887, President Cleveland appointed him
a member of the first Inter-State Commerce Commission for a period of five years at the close of
his term he was reappointed, by President Harrison, for a full term of six years, serving a part of
the time as President of the Board, and retiring
from office in 1898.
;

MORRISONVILLE, a town in Christian
County, situated on the Wabash Railway, 40
miles southwest of Decatur and 20 miles northnortheast

of

Litclitield.

Grain

is

extensively

raised in the surrounding region, and Morrisonville, with its elevator, is an important shipping
point.

It also has brick and tile works, two
graded and high schools,
a weekly paper. Population (1880), 748;

lianks, five churches,

and

(1890), 844.

MORTOX, a village of Tazewell County, at the
intersection of the Atchison, Topeka
Santa Fe

&

& Peoria Railroads, 10 miles
northeast of Peoria; has a bank and a newspaper.
Population (1880). 426; (1890), 657.

and the Terre Haute

MORTON,

Joseph, pioneer farmer and

legisla-

tor, was born in Virginia, August 1, 1801, came
to Madison County, 111., in 1819, and the following year to Morgan County, when he engaged in

farming in the vicinity of Jacksonville. He
served as a member of the House in the Tenth
and Fifteenth General Assemblies, and as Senator
in the Eighteenth and Nineteenth.
He was a
Democrat in politics, but, on ((uestions of State
and local policy, was non-partisan, faithfully
representing

the interests of

his

constituents.

home near Jacksonville, March 3, 1881.
MOSES, Adolph, lawyer, was born in Speyer,

Died, at his

Germany, Feb. 27, 1837, and, until fifteen years
was educated in the public and Latin
schools of his native country in the latter part
of 1852, came to America, locating in NenOrleans, and, for some years, being a law student
of age,

;
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under the preceptorship
other eminent lawyers of
that State. In the early days of the Civil War
lie espoused the cause of the Confederacy, serving
some two years as an officer of the Twenty-first
in Louisiana University,

of Randall

Hunt and

Louisiana Regiment.

Coming north

at the expi-

ration of this period, he resided for a time in

Quincy, 111., but, in 1869, removed to Chicago,
where he took a place in the front rank at the
he has resitted ever since.
bar, and where
Although in sympathy with the general principles of the Democratic party. Judge Moses is an
independent voter, as shown by the fact that he
voted for General Grant for President in 1868,
and supported the leading measures of the RepubHe is the editor and pub
lican party in 1896.
lisher of "The National Corporation Reporter,"
established in 1890, and which is devoted to the
interests of business corporations.

author, was born at
Canada, Sept. 18, 182.5; came to
Illinois in 1837, his family locating flr.st at Naples,
He pursued the vocation of a
Scott County.
teacher for a time, studied law, was elected Clerk
of the Circuit Court for Scott Coimty in 1856, and
served as County Judge from 1857 to 1861. The
latter year he became the private secretary of
Governor Yates, serving until 1863, during that
period assisting in the organization of seventyseven regiments of Illinois Volunteers. While
serving in this capacity, in company with Governor Yates, he attended the famous conference
of loyal Governors, held at Altoona, Pa. in September, 1862, and afterwards accompanied the
Governors in their call upon President Lincoln, a
few days after the issue of the preliminary proclamation of emancipation. Having received the
appointment, from President Lincoln, of Assessor

MOSES, John, lawyer and

Niagara

Falls,

,

Revenue for the Tenth Illinois Dishe resigned the position of private secretary
In 1874 he was chosen
to Governor Yates.
Representative in the Twenty-ninth General
of Internal

trict,

Assembly for tlie District composed of Scott,
Pike and Calhoun Counties served as a delegate
;

to the National Republican Convention at Phila-

and as Secretary of the Board of
Railroad and Warehouse Commissioners for
three years (1880-83). He was then appointed
Special Agent of the Treasury Department, and
delphia, in 1872,

assigned to duty in connection with the customs
revenue at Chicago. In 1887 he was chosen Secretary of the Chicago Historical Society, serving
until 1893.
While connected with the Chicago
Historical Library he brought out the most complete History of Illinois yet published, in

two

volumes, and also, in connection with the late
Major Kirkland, edited a History of Chicago in

two large volumes. Other literary work done by
Judge Moses, includes "Personal Recollections of
Abraham Lincoln" and "Richard Yates, the

War Governor of

Illinois, " in the form of lectures
Died in Chicago, July 3, 1898.
W., lawyer and Congressman, was born at Wenham, Mass., Jan. 20, 1822,
where he was educated in the public schools.
After spending some years in the South, he
removed to Illinois (1845). where he studied law,
and was admitted to the bar, commencing practice at Shelby ville.
From 1852 to 1859 he was a
member of the lower house of the General Assembly; in 1857, was a Presidential Elector on the

or addresses.

MOULTON, Samuel

Buchanan ticket, and was President of the State
Board of Education from 1859 to 1876. In 1864
he was elected, as a Republican, Representative in
Congress for the State-at-large, being elected
from the Shelbj'ville DisDuring the past few years
trict, in 1880 and '82.
(including the campaign of 1896) Mr. Moulton
has acted in cooperation with the Republican
again, as a Democrat,

party.

MOULTRIE COUNTY, a comparatively small
county in the eastern section of the middle tier of
the State named for a revolutionary hero. Area,
340 square miles, and population (by the census
Moultrie was one of the early
of 1890), 14,481.
"stamping grounds" of the Kickapoos, who were
always friendly to English-speaking settlers. The
earliest immigrants were from the Southwest,
but arrivals from Northern States soon followed.
County organization was effected in 1848, botli
Shelby and Macon Counties surrendering a portion
of territory. A vein of good bituminous coal
underlies the county but agriculture is the more
important industry. SuUivan is the county-seat,
selected in 1845.
In 1890 its population was about
1,700.
Hon. Richard J. Oglesby (former Governor, Senator and a Major-General in the Civil
War) began the practice of law liere.

—

,

MOUND-BUILDERS, WORKS OF THE. One
most conclusive evidences that the MisValley was once occupied by a people
and civilization
from the Indians found occupying the soil when
the first white explorers visited it, is the existence of certain artificial mounds and earthworks,
of the origin and purposes of which the Indians
seemed to have no knowledge or tradition. These
works extend throughout the valley from the
Allegheny to the Rocky Mountains, being much
more numerous, however, in some portions than
of the

sissippi

different in customs, character

•
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and also varying

This
fact, with the remains found in some of them, has
been regarded as evidence that the purposes of
their construction were widely variant. They
have consequently been classified by archaeologists as sepulchral, religious, or defensive, while
some seem to have had a purpose of which
writers on the subject are unable to form any
satisfactory conception, and which are, therefore,
still regarded as an unsolved mystery.
Some of
the most elaborate of these works are found along
the eastern border of the Mississippi Valley,
especially in Ohio and the fact that they appear
to belong to the defensive class, has led to the
conclusion that this region was occupied by a race
practically homogeneous, and that these works
were designed to prevent the encroachment of
Illihostile races from beyond the AUeghenies.
nois being in the center of the valley, comparatively few of these defensive works are found
here, those of this character which do exist being
in others,

greatlj- in form.

;

referred to a different era and race.

(See Forti-

Prehistoric.) While tliese works are
niunerous in some portions of Illinois, their form
and structure give evidence that they were
erected by a peaceful people, however bloody
may have been some of the rites performed on
those designed for a religious purpose. Their
numbers also imply a dense population. This is
especially true of that portion of the American
Bottom opposite the city of St. Louis, which is
the seat of the most remarkable group of earth
works of this character on the continent. The

fications,

central, or principal structure of this group, is

known,

locally, as the great

"Cahokia Mound,"

being situated near the creek of that name which
empties into the Mississippi just below the city
of East St. Louis. It is also called "Monks'
Mound," from the fact that it was occupied early
in the present century by a community of Monks
of La Trappe. a portion of whom succumbed to
the malarial influences of the climate, while the
survivors returned to the original seat of their
This mound, from its form and comorder.
manding size, has been supposed to belong to the
class called "temple mounds," and has been described as "the monarch of all similar structm-es"'
and the "best representative of its class in North
America." The late William McAdams, of

Alton,

who surveyed

this

group some years

since,

in his "Records of Ancient Races," gives the following description of this principal structure
"In the center of a great mass of mounds and

there stands a mighty pyramid
whose base covers nearly sixteen acres of ground.

earth- works

:i89

not exactly square, being a parallelogram a
little longer north and south tlian east and west.
Some thirty feet above the base, on the south side,
is an apron or terrace, on which now grows an
orchard of considerable size. This terrace is
approached from the plain by a graded roadway.
Thirty feet above this terrace, and on the west
side, is another much smaller, on which are now
gro\ving some forest trees. The top, which contains an acre and a half, is divided into two
nearly equal parts, tlie northern part being four
On the north,
or five feet the higher.
east and south, the structure still retains its
straight side, that probably has changed but little
since the settlement of the country by white
men, but remains in appearance to-day the same
as centuries ago. The west side of the pj'ramid,
however, has its base somewhat serrated and
seamed by ravines, evidently made by rainstorms
and the elements. From the second terrace a
well, eighty feet in depth, penetrates the base of
the structure, which is plainly seen to be almost
wholly composed of the black, sticky soil of the
surrounding plain. It is not an oval or conical
It is

...

mound

pyramid with straight
hill, but a
The approximate height of this mound
Wlien first seen by white men,
feet.
this w as surmounted by a small conical mound
some ten feet in height, from which human
remains and various relics were taken while
or

sides."
is

ninety

being leveled for the site of a house. Messrs.
Squier and Davis, in their report on "Ancient
Monuments of the Mississippi Valley," published
by the Smithsonian Institute (1848), estimate the
contents of the structure at 20,000,000 cubic feet.
A Mr. Breckenridge, who visited tliese mounds
in 1811 and published a descrijrtiun of them, estimates that the construction of this principal
mound must have required the work of thousands
of laborers and years of time. The upper terrace,
at the time of his visit, was occupied by the
Trappists as a kitchen garden, and the top of the
He also found
structure was sown in wheat.
numerous fragments of flint and earthern vessels, and concludes that "a populous city once
existed here, similar to those of Mexico described
conquerors. The mounds were sites
monuments to great men." AccordMr. McAdams, there are seventy-two
mounds of considerable size within two miles of
the main structure, the group extending to the
mouth of the Cahokia and embracing over one
hundred in all. Most of these are square, ranging from twenty to fifty feet in height, a few are

by the

first

of temples or

ing to

oval and one or two conical.

Scattered

among

a

HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.

390

the mounds are also a number of small lakes,

From the fact
evidently of artificial origin.
that there were a number of conspicuous
mounds on the Missouri side of the river,
on the present site of the city of St. Louis
and

its environs, it is believed that they all
belonged to the same system and had a common
purpose; the Cahokia Mound, from its superior
size, being the center of the group— and probably
used for sacrificial purposes. The whole number
of these structures in the American Bottom,
whose outlines were still visible a few years ago,
was estimated by Dr. J. W. Foster at nearly two
hundred, and the presence of so large a number
in close proximity, has been accepted as evidence
of a large population in the immediate vicinity.

McAdams

numerous
specimens of pottery and artificial ornaments and
implements in the Cahokia mounds and in caves
and mounds between Alton and the mouth of the
Illinois River, as well as on the latter some
twenty-five miles from its mouth. Among the
relics found in the Illinois River mounds was a
burial vase, and Mr. McAdams says that, in
thirty years, he has unearthed more than a
thousand of these, many of which closely
Mr.

reports the finding of

re.semble those found in the

mounds

of Europe.

makes mention of an ancient
cemetery near Chester, in which "each grave,
when explored, is found to contain a cist enclosing a skeleton, for the most part far gone in
decay. These cists are built up and covered with
""
Another
slabs of limestone, which here abound.
noteworthj' group of mounds though far inferior
Cahokia
group
exists
near
Hutsonville
in
to the
Crawford County. As described in the State
Geological Survey, this group consists of fiftyfive elevations, irregularly dispersed over an area
of 1,000 by 1,400 to 1,500 feet, and varying from
Dr. Foster also

—

—

—

fourteen to fifty feet in diameter, the larger ones
having a height of five to eight feet. From their
form and arrangement these are believed to have
been mounds of habitation. In the southern portion of this group are four

mounds

of peculiar

construction and larger size, each surrounded
by a low ridge or earthwork, with openings facing
towards each other, indicating that they were
defense-works. The location of this group
few miles from a prehistoric fortification at

—

Merom, on the Indiana side of the Wabash, to
which the name of "Fort Azatlan" has been
given induces the belief that the two groups,
like those in the American Bottom and at St.
Professor
I^ouis, were parts of the same system.
Engelman, in the part of the State Geological

—

—

Survey devoted to Massac Coimty, alludes to a
remarkable group of earthworks in the Black
Bend of the Ohio, as an "extensive" system of
which probably
"fortifications and mounds
belong to the same class as those in the Mississippi Bottom opposite St. Louis and at other
points farther up the Ohio." In the report of
Government survey by Dan W. Beckwith, in 1834,
mention is made of a very large mound on the
River, near the mouth of Rock Creek,
a part of Kankakee Count)'. This had a
base diameter of about 100 feet, with a height of
twenty feet, and contained the remains of a
large number of Indians killed in a celebrated

Kankakee

now

battle, in which the Illinois and Chippewas, and
the Delawares and Shawnees took part. Near
by were two other mounds, said to contain the
remains of the chiefs of the two parties. In this
case, mounds of prehistoric origin had probably
been utilized as burial places by the aborigines at
a comparatively recent period. Related to the
Kankakee mounds, in location if not in period of
construction, is a group of nineteen in number on

the site of the present city of Morris, in Grundy
County. Within a circuit of three miles of
Ottawa it has been estimated that there were
3,000 mounds though many of these are believed
to have been of Indian origin. Indeed, the whole
Illinois Valley is full of these silent monuments
of a prehistoric age, but they are not generally of
the conspicuous character of those found in the
vicinitj' of St. Louis and attributed to the Mound
Builders.
A very large and numerous group of
the.se monuments exists along the bluffs of the
Mississippi River, in the western part of Rock
Island and Mercer Counties, chiehy between
Drury's Landing and New Boston. Mr. J. E.
Stevenson, in "The American Antiquarian," a
few years ago, estimated that there were 2,500 of
these within a circuit of fifty miles, located in
groups of two or three to 100, varying in diameter
from fifteen to 150 feet, with an elevation of two
There are also numerous burial
to fifteen feet.
and sacrificial mounds in the vicinity of Chillicothe, on the Illinois River, in the northeastern
part of Peoria County. There are but few specimens of the animal or effigy mounds, of which so
man)' exist in Wisconsin, to be foHnd in Illinois;
and the fact that these are found chiefly on Rock
River, leaves no doubt of a common origin with
the Wisconsin groups. The most remarkable of
these is the celebrated "Turtle Mound," within
the present limits of the city of Rockf ord though
some regard it as having more resemblance to an
alligator.
This figure, which is maintained in a

—

—

—

—
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extreme length of about 150 feet, by fifty in
width at the front legs and thirty-nine at the
liind legs, and an elevation equal to the height
of a man. There are some smaller mounds in
the vicinity, and some bird effigies on Rock River
some six miles below Rockford. There is also an
animal efSgy near the village of Hanover, in Jo
Daviess County, with a considerable group of
round mounds and embankments in the immediate vicinity, besides a smaller effigy of a similar
character on the north side of the Pecatonica in
Stephenson County, some ten miles east of Freeport.
The Rock River region seems to have been

good

fjood State of pieservation

by the

citizens, has

a favorite field for the operations of the moundbuilders, as shown by the number and varietj- of
these structures, extending from Sterling, in
Whiteside County, to the Wisconsin State line. A
large number of these were to be found in the
vicinity of the Kishwaukee River in the southeastern part of Winnebago County. The famous
fortification on Rock
River, just
beyond the Wisconsin boundary which seems to
have been a sort of counterpart of the ancient
Fort Azatlan on the Indiana side of the Wabash
appears to have had a close relation to the
works of the mound-builders on the same stream

prehistoric

in Illinois.

MOUXD

CITY, the county-seat of Pulaski

Countj-, on the Ohio River, seven miles north of
Cairo.

&

The Cleveland. Cincinnati. Chicago

Louis Railroad passes through the town.

libraries,
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churches, excellent

schools,

one weekly and two semi-weekly

Population (1890),

1,836.

MOUNT CARROLL SEMINARY,

a young
seminary, located at Jlount Carroll, Carroll
County; incorporated in 1802; had a faculty of
ladies'

thirteen members in 1896, with 126 pupils, property valued at §100,000, and a library of 5,000
volumes.

MOUNT MORRIS, a town in Ogle County,

situ-

ated on the Chicago & Iowa Riiilroad, 108 miles
west by north from Chicago, and 24 miles southwest of Rockford. It is noted as the seat of the

Rock River Seminary and Collegiate Institute, a
handsome stone buildings.
The town has three churches and three weekly
flourishing school with

newspapers.

Population (18801, 855; (1890), 895.

MOUNT OLIVE, a village of Macoupin County,
on the Chicago, Peoria & St. Louis and the
Wabash Railways, 68 miles southwest of Decatur;
in a rich agricultural

and coal-mining

Population

(1890), 1,986.

(1880), 709;

region.

MOUNT PULASKI, a village and railroad juncin Logan County, 21 miles nortliwest of
Decatur and 24 miles northeast of Springfield.
Agriculture, coal-mining and stock-raising are
leading industries. It is also an important shipping point for grain, and contains several
elevators and flouring mills.
Population (1880),

tion

1,125; (1890), 1,3.57.

MOUNT STERLING, a

St.

The

has five

newspapers.

—

—

It

of

town, the county-seat

Brown County, midway between Quincy and
Wabash Railway. It is sur-

chief indu.stries are lumbering and ship-building,

Jacksonville, on the

although manufacturing is carried on to some
extent. One of the United States National Ceme-

rounded by a rich farming country, and has
extensive deposits of clay and coal. It contains
six churches and three schools (one large public,

teries is located here.

two weekly
(1890),

The town has a bank and
Population

papers.

of

(1880),

2,222;

2, .5.50.

MOUNT CARMEL, a city
Wabash County,

is

and the county-seat

the point of junction for

two lines of railway. 132 miles northeast of Cairo,
and 24 miles southwest of Vincennes, Ind. situated on the Wabash River, which supplies good
water-power for saw mills, flouring mills, etc. It
;

is on the line of the Cleveland. Cincinnati. Chicago & St. Louis Railroad. The town has two
weekly newspapers. Agriculture and lumbering

are the principal pursuits of the people of the
surrounding district. Population (1880), 2.047;
(1890), 3,376.

MOrXT CARROLL, the county -seat of Carroll
Coimty. an incorporated city, founded in 1843;
is 128 miles southwest of Chicago, on the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad. Fanning,
stock-raising and mining are the principal indus-

and two parochial). The town is lighted by
electricity and has public water- works. Wagons,
brick, tile and earthenware are manufactured
here, and three weekly newspapers published.
Population

(1880),

1,445;

(1890),

1,6.55;

(1898)

estimated. 2.400.

MOUNT VERNON,
Jefferson County,

is

a city and county-seat of
situated on the St. Louis <fe

Southeastern Railroad, 77 miles east -southeast of
St. Louis, and about 20 miles southeast of Centralia.
It contains the court house, where are
held the sessions of the Appellate Court for the
Southern Grand Division. There are railroad
machine shops here, besides steam flour, saw and
woolen mills. It is the point of junction for four
lines of railroad.
The city has four churches,
two banks and three newspapers two being
issued daily.
Population (1880), 2,324; (1890),

—
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MOUNT VERNON & GRAYVILLE RAILROAD.
(See Peoria. Decatur & Evansville Railway.)
MOWEAQUA, a village of Shelby County, on
the Illinois Central Railroad, 16 miles south of
Decatur has banks and two newspapers, and is
the center of a rich agricultural and stock-raising
section.
Population (1880), 673; (1890), 848,
MUDD, (Col.) John J., soldier, was born in
St. Charles County, Mo., Jan. 9, 1820; his father
having died in 1833, his mother removed to Pike
County, 111., to free her children from the influence of slavery. In 1849, and again in 1850, he
made the overland journey to California, each
time returning by the Isthmus, his last visit extending into 18.51. In 1854 he engaged in the
commission business in St. Louis, as head of the
firm of Mudd & Hughes, but failed in the crash
of 1857; then removed to Chicago, and, in 1861,
was again in prosperous business. While on a
;

business visit in New Orleans, in December, 1860,
he had an opportunity of learning the growing
spirit of secession, being advised by friends to
leave the St. Charles Hotel in order to escape a
mob. In September, 1861, he entered the army
as Major of the Second Illinois Cavalry (Col.
Silas Noble), and, in the next few months, was
stationed successively at Cairo, Bird's Point and
Paducah, Ky., and, in February, 1862, led the
advance of General McClernand's division in the
attack on Fort Donelson. Here he was severely
wounded but, after a few weeks in hospital at St.
;

Louis,

was

sufficiently recovered

to rejoin his

regiment soon after the battle of Shiloh. Unable
to perform cavalry duty, he was attached to the
staff of General McClernand during the advance
on Corinth, but, in October following, at the head

men of his regiment, was transferred
command of General McPherson. Early

of 400

the

1863 he

to
in

was promoted Lieutenant-Colonel, and

soon after to a colonelcy, taking part in the
movement against Vicksburg. June 13, he was
again severely wounded, but, a few weeks later,
was on duty at New Orleans, and subsequently
participated in the operations in Southwestern
Louisiana and Texas. On May 1, 1864, he left
Baton Rouge for Alexandria, as" Chief of Staff to
General McClernand, but two days later, while
approaching Alexandria on board the steamer,
was shot through the head and instantly killed.
He was a gallant soldier and greatly beloved by
his troops.

MULBERRY OROVE, a village of Bond County,
& Indianapolis Railroad, 10
miles southwest of Vandalia; has a local newspaper. Population (1890), 750.
on the Terre Haute

MULLIGAN, James

A., soldier,

was bom of

June 25, 1880; in
accompanied his parents to Chicago, and,
after graduating from the University of St.
Mary's of the Lake, in 1850, began the study of
law. In 1851 lie accompanied John Lloyd Stephens on his expedition to Panama, and on his
return resumed his professional studies, at the
same time editing "The Western Tablet,'" a
weekly Catholic paper. At the outbreak of the
Rebellion he recruited, and was made Colonel of
the Twenty-third Illinois Regiment, known as
the Irish Brigade. He served with great gallantry, first in the West and later in the East, being
severely wounded and twice captured. He
Irish parentage at Utica, N. Y.,

1836

declined a Brigadier-Generalship, preferring to
remain with his regiment. He was fatally
wounded during a charge at the battle of WinWhile being carried off the field he
chester.
noticed that the colors of his brigade were endangered. "Lay me down and save the flag," he
ordered. His men hesitated, but he repeated the

command until it was obeyed. Before they
returned he had been borne away by the enemy,
prisoner, at Winchester, Va. July 26,

and died a

,

1864.

MUNN,

Daniel W., laviryer and soldier, was
born in Orange County, Vt.. in 1834; graduated
at Thetford Academy in 1852, when he taught
two years, meanwhile beginning the study of
law.
Removing to Coles County, 111., in 18.55, he
resumed his law studies, was admitted to the bar
in 1858, and began practice at Hillsboro, Montgomery County. In 1862 he joined the One
Hundred and Twenty-sixth Regiment Illinois
Volunteers, with the rank of Adjutant, but the
following year was appointed Colonel of the First
Alabama Cavalry. Compelled to retire from the
service on account of declining health, he returned to Cairo, 111., where he became editor of
"The Daily News"; in 1866 was elected to the
State Senate, serving four years; served as Presidential Elector in 1868 was the Republican nominee for Congress in 1870, and the following year
was appointed by President Grant Supervisor of
Internal Revenue for the District including the
States of Illinois, Slichigan and Wisconsin.
Removing to Chicago, he began practice there in
1875, in which he has since been engaged.
He
has been prominently connected with a numlier
of important cases before the Chicago courts.
MUNN, Sylvester W., lawyer, soldier and legislator, was born about 1818, and came from Ohio
;

Wilmington,
removing to Joliet,

at thirty years of age, settling at

Will

County, afterwards
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where he practiced law. During the War he
served as Major of the Yates Phalanx (Thirtyninth Illinois Volunteers)
later, was State's
Attorney for Will County and State Senator in
the
Thirty-first
and Thirty-second (Jeneral
;

Assemblies.

Died, at Joliet, Sept.

was a member of the

11.

Illinois State

1.S8.S.

He

Bar Associ-

ation from its organization.

department of the college)

;j93

is

also located here.

Population (1880), 3,073; (1890), 3,316.
NAPLES, a town of Scott County, on the Illiand the Hannibal and Naples branch
of the Wabash Railway, 31 miles west of Jacksonville.
Population (1880), 443; (1890), 452.
nois River

NASHVILLE, an incorporated city, the countyWashington County, on the Centralia &
Chester and the Louisville & Nasliville Railways;
is 130 miles south of Springfielil and 50 miles east
by south from St. Louis. It stands in a coal-pro-

seat of

MURPHY,

Everett J., ex-Member of Congress, was born in Nashville, 111., July 24, 1853;
in early youth removed to Sparta, where he was
educated in the high schools of that place at the
age of fom-teen he became clerk in a store; in
1877 was elected City Clerk of Sparta, but the
next year resigned to become Deputy Circuit
Clerk at Chester, remaining until 1883, when he
was elected Sheriff of Randolph County. In
1886 he was chosen a Representative in the General Assembly, and, in 1889, was appointed, by
Governor Fifer. Warden of the Southern Illinois
Penitentiary at Chester, but retired from this
position in 1893, and removed to East St. Louis.
Two years later he was elected as a Republican
to the Fifty-fourth Congress for the Twenty-first
District, but was defeated for re-election by a
small majority in 1896. by Jehu Baker, Democrat
and Populist. In 1899 Mr. Murphy was appointed
Warden of the State Penitentiary at Joliet. to
succeed Col. R. W. McClaughry.
MURPHTSBORO, a city, the county-seat of
Jackson County, situated on the Big Muddy
River and the Illinois Division of the Mobile &
Ohio Railroad, and distant about a mile north of
the line of the Grand Tower & Carbondale Railroad.
It is 57 miles north of Cairo and 90 miles
south-southeast of St. Louis. Coal of a sujjerior
quality for coking purposes is extensivelj' mined
in the vicinity, and the city has a foundry,
machine shops, flour and saw-mills, etc. There
;

are also four churches, three daily and weekly
newspapers, banks and a flourishing Collegiate Institute. Population (1880). 3.196: (1890). 3.880.

MURPHTSBORO & SHAWXEETOWX RAIL.
ROAD. (See Carbondale & Shairneetonm. St.
Louis Southern and St. Louis. Alton & Tcrre
Haute Railroads.)

NAPERVILLE, a city of Du Page County, on
the west branch of the Du Page River and on the
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad. 30 miles
west-southwest of Chicago, and 9 miles east of
Aurora. It has a bank, a weekly newspaper, and
several churches; is also the seat of the Northwestern College, an institution founded in 1861 by
the Evangelical Association. A normal school (a

ducing and rich agricultural region. There are
coal mines within the corporate Umits, and
three large flouring mills do a considerable busi-

two

ness.

There

are

schools, including

numerous

churches,

public

a high school, a State bank,
Population (1880), 3,233;

and four weekly papers.
(1890), 3,084.

NAUVOO, a city in Hancock County, at the
head of the Lower Rapids on the Mississippi,
between Fort Madison and Keokuk, Iowa. It
was founded by the Mormons in 1840, and its
early growth was rapid. After the expulsion of
the "Saints" in 1846, it was settled by a colony of
French Icarians, who introduced the culture of
grapes on a large scale. They were a sort of
communistic order, but their experiment did not
prove a success, and in a few years they gave
place to another class, the majority of the population now being of German extraction.
The
chief industries are agriculture and horticulture.
Large quantities of grapes and strawberries are
raised and shipped, and considerable native wine
is

produced.

1,208;

Population

(1894) estimated.

(1880),

1,403;

(1890),

also

Mor-

(by Statute).

Fol-

1.30(i.

(See

mons.)

NAVIGABLE STREAMS

lowing the example of the French explorers, who
chiefly followed the water- ways in their early
explorations, the early jtermanent settlers of Illinot only settled, to a great extent, on the
principal streams, but later took especial pains to
maintain their navigable character by statute.
nois,

This was, of course, jjartly due to the absence of
improved highways, but also to the belief that,
the country developed, the streams would

as

become extremely valuable, if not indispensable,
especially in the transportation of heavy commodities.
Accorilingly, for the first quarter century
after the organization of the State Government,
one of the (juestions receiving the attention of

the Legislature, at almost every session, was the
enactment of laws affirming the navigability of
certain streams now regarded as of little importance,

or utterly insignificant, as

channels of

;;
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transportation.

Legislation

of

character

this

began with the first General Assembly (1819),
and continued, at intervals, with reference to
one or two of tlie more important interior rivers
Besides the Illinois
recognized as navigable
made the subject of
Beaucoup Creek, a
branch of the Big Muddy, in Perry and Jackson
Counties (law of 1819); Big Bay, a tributary of
the Ohio in Pope County (Acts of 1833); Big
Muddy, to the junction of the East and West
Forks in Jefferson County (183.T), with various
subsequent amendments; Big Vermilion, declared
navigable (1831); Bon Pas, a branch of the
of the State, as late as 1867.

and

Wabash,

still

streams, the following were
legislation of this character

:

Wabash, between Wabasli and Edwards Counties (1831)
Cache River, to main fork in Johnson
County (1819); Des Plaines, declared navigable
(1839); Embarras (1831), with various subsequent
acts in reference to improvement; Fox River,
declared navigable to the Wisconsin line (1840),
and Fox River Navigation Company, incorporated (185.5) Kankakee and Iroquois Navigation
& Manufacturing Company, incorporated (1847),
with various changes and amendments (1851-65)
Kaskaskia (or Okaw), declared navigable to a
point in Fayette County north of Vandalia (1819),
with various modifying acts (1833-67) Macoupin
Creek, to Carrollton and Alton road (1837)
Piasa, declared navigable in Jersey and Madison
Counties (1861); Rock River Navigation Com;

;

;

pany, incorporated
(1845-67)

;

(1841),

Sangamon

Avith subsequent acts

navigable
east line of Sangathe Nortli Fork of same

River, declared

to Third Principal Meridian

mon County — {1822). and
to

Champaign County

—

(1845);

Sny-Carty (a bayou

of the Mississippi), declared navigable in Pike
and Adams Counties (18.59); Spoon River, navi

gable to Cameron's mill in Fulton County (1835),
with various modifying acts (1845-53); Little
W^abash Navigation Company, incorporated
and river declared navigable to McCawley"s
bridge probably in Clay County (1826), with
various subsequent acts making appropriations
for its improvement; Skillet Fork (a branch
of the Little Wabash), declared
navigable
to Slocum's Mill in Marion County (1837), and
to Ridgway Mills (1846).
Other acts passed at
various times declared a number of unimportant streams navigable, including Big Creek
in Fulton County, Crooked Creek in Schuyler
County, Lusk's Creek in Pope County, McKee's
Creek in Pike County, Seven Mile Creek in Ogle
County, besides a number of others" of similar

—

character.

—

NEALE, THOMAS M., pioneer lawyer, was
born in Fauquier County, Va., 1796; while yet a
removed with his parents to Bowling Green,
Ky., and became a common soldier in the War of
child
1813;

came

to Springfield,

the practice of law

111.,

in 1824,

and began

served as Colonel of a regi-

;

Sangamon and Morgan Counties
for the Winnebago War (1827), and afterwards as
Surveyor of Sangamon County, appointing
Abraham Lincoln as his deputy. He also served
as a Justice of tlie Peace, for a number of years,
ment

raised in

Died, August

at Springfield.

7,

1840.

ex-Congressman, was
what is now a part of
Logan County, 111., but which was then within the
limits of Sangamon was reared on a farm and

jVEECE,

William

H.,

born, Feb. 36, 1831, in

;

attended

the

public

schools

in

McDonough

was admitted to the
bar in 1858, and has been ever since engaged in
practice.
His political career began in 1861,
when he was chosen a member of the City Coun.
cil of Macomb.
In 1864 he was elected to the
Legislature, and, in 1869, a member of the Constitutional Convention.
In 1871 he was again
elected to the lower liouse of the General AssemFrom 1883
bly, and, in 1878, to the State Senate.
to 1887 he represented the Eleventh Ilhuois Dis-,
trict in Congress, as a Democrat, but was defeated
Count3'; studied law and

for

re-election

by William H.

1890

in

Gest,

Republican.

NEGROES. (See Slavery and Slave Laws.)
NEOGA, a village of Cumberland County, at the
intersection of the Illinois Central

and the Toledo,

Louis & Kansas City Railways, 10 miles southwest of Charleston has a bank, two newspapers,

St.

;

some manufactories, and
and

ships considerable grain

Population (1890). 829.
a village and station on the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad, in Bureau
County, 4 miles southwest of Mendota. Populalive-stock.

NEPONSET,

tion (1880), 653; (1890), 543.

NEW ALBANY

& ST. LOUIS RAILWAY.

&

(See Louisville, EvansviUe

St.

Louis (Consoli-

dated) Railroad.)

NEW ATHENS, a village
on the

St.

Louis

&

of St. Clair County,

Cairo "Short Line" (now

Illi-

nois Central) Railroad, at the crossing of the Kaskaskia River, 31 miles southeast of St. Louis has
;

one newspaper and considerable grain
Population

trade.

(1880), 603; (1890), 624.

NEW
on the

BERLIN, a village of Sangamon County,
Wabash Railway, 17 miles west of Spring-

field.

Population

(1.S80),

403; (1890), 494.

NEWBERRY LIBRARY,
brary, located in Chicago,

a large reference

li-

endowed by Walter

L.
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MEW BRUJHTOX, a viUage of

Ne%vberry. an early business man of Cliicago, who
left half of his estate (aggregating over §2,000.0(10)

The property bequeathed was
large!}- in real estate, which has since greatly increased in value. Tlie library was establi.shed in
temporary quarters in 1887. and the first section
of a permanent building was opened in the
autumn of 1898. By that time there had been
accumulated about 160,000 books and pamphlets.

and suburb of East

for the purpose.

A

collection of nearly fifty portraits

— chiefly

of

eminent Americans, including many citizens of
Chicago was presented to the libi-ary by G. P. A.
Healy, a distinguished artist, since deceased.
Tlie site of the building occupies an entire block,
and the original design contemplates a handsome
front on eacli of the four streets, with a large
rectangular court in the center. The section
already completed is massive and imposing, and
its interior is admirably adapted to the purposes
of a Ubrar}-, and at the same time rich and
beautiful.
Wlien completed, the building will
have a capacity for four to six million volumes.
XEWBERRt, Walter C, ex-Congressman, was
born at Sangerfield, Oneida County, N. Y., Dec.
Early in tlie Civil War he enlisted as a
23, 1835.
private, and rose, step by step, to a colonelcy, and
was mustered out as Brevet Brigadier-General.
In 1890 he was elected, as a Democrat, to represent
the Fourth Illinois District in the Fifty-second
Congress (1891-93). His liome is in Chicago.
NEWBERRY, Walter L., merchant, banker and
philanthropist, was born at East Windsor, Conn.,
Sept. 18, 1804, descended from English ancestry.
He was President Jackson's personal appointee
to the United States Military Academy at West
Point, but was prevented from taking the examination bj' sickness. Subsequently he embarked in

—

business at Buffalo, N. Y., going to Detroit in
After
1828, and settling at Chicago in 1833.
engaging in general merchandising for several
years, he turned his attention to banking, in
which he accumulated a large fortune. He was
a prominent and influential citizen, serving
several terms as Presirlent of the Board of Education, and being, for six years, the President of
the Chicago Historical Society. He died at sea,
Nov. 6, 1868, leaving a large estate, one-Iialf of
which he devoted, by will, to the founding of a
(See Newberry
free reference library in Chicago.

Library.)
\EW BOSTOX, a city of Mercer
the Mississippi River, at the western
tlie Galva and New Boston Division
cago. Burlington & Quincy Railway.
(1890\

44.-).

County, on
terminus of
of the Chi-

Population

St. Louis.

St. Clair

County

Population (1890),

868.

NEW BURNSIDE, a village of Johnson County,

.

on

tlie

nati,

Cairo Division of the Cleveland, Cincin& St. Louis Railway, 53 miles
of Cairo.
Population (1880), 650;

Chicago

northeast
(1890).

,-.96.

NEW DOUGLAS, a village in

Madison County,

St. Louis & Kansas City Railroad
the center of a rich farming region has one
newspaper. Population (1880), 400; (1890), .555.

on the Toledo,
is

:

NEWELL,

John, Railway President, v.as born
at West Newbury, Mass., March 31, 1830, being
directly descended from "Pilgrim" stock.
At
the age of 16 he entered the employment of the
Cheshire Railroad in New Hampshire. Eighteen
months later he was appointed an assistant engineer on the Vermont Central Railroad, and placed
in charge of the construction of a 10-mile section
of the line. His promotion was rapid, and, in
1850, he accepted a responsible position on the

& St. Lawrence Railroad. From 1850
was engaged in making surveys for
roads in Kentucky and New York, and, during
the latter year, held the position <jf engineer of
the Cairo City Company, of Cairo, III. In 1857 he
entered the service of the Illinois Central RailChamplain

to 1856 he

road Company, as Division Engineer, where his

remarkable success attracted the attention of the
owners of the old Winona & St. Peter Railroad
(now a part of the Chicago & Northwestern
system), who tendered him the presidency. This
he accepted, but, in 1864, was made President of
the Cleveland & Toledo Railroad. Four years
later, he accepted the position of General Superintendent and Chief Engineer of the New York
Central Railroad, but resigned, in 1869, to become
Vice-President of the Illinois Central Railroad.
In 1871 he was elevated to the presidency, but
retired in September, 1874, to accept the position

Lake Sliore & Michigan
which he was elected
and continued in office
until the time of his death, which occurred at
Youngstown, Ohio, August 25, 1894.
of General

Manager

of the

Southern

Railroad,

of

President, in May. 1883,

NEWHALL,

(Dr.)

Horatio, early physician

and newspaper publisher, came from St. Louis,
Mo., to Galena, III., in 1827, and engaged in mining and smelting, but abandoned this business,
the following year, for the practice of liis professoon afterward became interested in the
publication of "The Miners' Journal," and still

sion;

"The Galena Advertiser." with which
Hooper Warren and Dr. Philleo were a,ssociated.
later in

—
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In 1830 he became a Surgeon in

tlie United States
stationed at Fort Winnebago,
but retired from the service, in 1833, and returned
When the Black Hawk War broketo Galena.
out he volunteered his services, and, by order of
General Scott, was placed in charge of a military
hospital at Galena, of which he had control until
the close of the war. The difficulties of the position were increased by the appearance of the
Asiatic cholera among the troops, but he seems
to have discharged his duties with satisfaction
to the military authorities. He enjoyed a wide
reputation for professional ability, and had an

Army, and was

extensive practice. Died, Sept. 19, 1870.
NEWMAN, a village of Douglas County, on the
Indianapolis, Decatur & Western Eailway, 52
miles east of Decatur has a bank, a newspaper
and au important trade in agricultural products
and live-stock. Population (1880), 906; (1890),
;

990.

NEWSPAPERS, EARLY. The first

newspaper

published in the Northwest Territory, of which
the present State of Illinois, at the time, composed a part, was "TheCentinel of the Northwest
Territory," established at Cincinnati by William
Maxwell, the first issue appearing in November,
1793. This was also the first newspaper published
west of the Allegheny Mountains. In 1796 it was
sold to Edmund Freeman and assumed the name
Nathaniel
Willis
of "Freeman's Journal."
(grandfather of N. P. Willis, the poet) established "The Scioto Gazette,'' at Chillicothe, in
1796.
"The Western Spy and Hamilton Gazette"
was the third paper in Northwest Territory (also

within the limits of Ohio), founded in 1799.
Willis's paper became the organ of the Territorial Government on the removal of the capital
to Chillicothe, in 1800.

The first newspaper in Indiana Territory (then
including Illinois) was established by Elihu Stout
at Vincennes, beginning publication, July 4, 1804.
It took the name of "The Western Sun and General Advertiser.'' but is now known as "The
Western Sun," having had a continuous existence for ninety-five years.
The first newspaper published in Illinois Territory was "The Illinois Herald," but, owing to the
absence of early files and other specific records,
the date of its establishment has been involved
Its founder was Matthew Dunin some doubt.
can (a brother of Joseph Duncan, who was afterwards a member of Congress and Governor of the
State from 1834 to 1838), and its place of publication Kaskaskia, at that time the Territorial
Duncan, who was a native of Kentucky,
capital.

brought a press and a primitive printer's outfit
with him from that State. Gov. John Reynolds,
who came as a boy to the "Illinois Country" in
1800, while it was still a part of the "Northwest
Territory," in his "Pioneer History of Illinois,''
has fixed the date of the first issue of this
paper in 1809, the same year in which Illinois
was severed from Indiana Territory and placed
under a separate Territorial Government. There
is good reason, however, for believing that tlie
Governor was mistaken in this statement. If
Duncan brought his press to Illinois in 1809
which is probable it does not seem to have been
employed at once in the publication of a newspaper, as Hooper Warren (the founder of the
third paper established in Illinois) says it "was
for years only used for the public printing.''
The earliest issue of "The Illinois Herald" known
to be in existence, is No. 33 of Vol. II, and bears
date, April 18, 1816.
Calculating from these
data, if the paper was issued continuously from

—

its

establishment, the date of the

first issue

would

have been Sept. 6, 1814. Corroborative evidence
is found in the fact that "The Missouri
Gazette," the original of the old "Missouri Republican" (now "The St. Louis Republic''), which
was established in 1808, makes no mention of the
Kaskaskia paper before 1814, although communication between Kaskaskia and St. Louis was
most intimate, and these two were, for several
years, the only papers published west of Vinof this

cennes, Ind.

In August, 1817, "The Herald" was sold to
Daniel P. Cook and Robert Blackwell, and the
name of the paper was changed to "The Illinois
Intelligencer." Cook who had previously been
Auditor of Public Accounts for the Territory, and
afterwards became a Territorial Circuit Judge,
the first Attorney-General under the new State
Government, and, for eight years, served as the
only Representative in Congress from Illinois

—

a time officiated as editor of "The Intelliwhile Blackwell (who had succeeded
had charge of the publication.
The size of the paper, whicli had been four pages
of three wide columns to the page, was increased,
by the new publishers, to four columns to the
On the removal of the State capital to
page.
for

gencer,"

to the Auditorship)

"The Intelligencer" was
in
1820,
removed thither also, and continued under its
later name, afterwards becoming, after a change
of management, an opponent of the scheme for
Vandalia,

the calling of a State Convention to revise the
State Constitution with a view to making Illinois
a slave State. (See Slavery and Slave Laivs.)
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The second paper established on Illinois soil
was "The Shawnee Chief," which began publica
tion at Shawneetown, Sept. 5, 1818, with Henry
Eddy — who afterwards became a prominent lawyer of Southern Illinois — as its editor. The name
of "The Chief" was soon afterwards changed to
"The Illinois Emigrant," and some years later,
became "The Shawneetown Gazette." Among
others

town

who were

associated with the Shawnee-

paper, in early days,

was James

Hall, after-

wards a Circuit Judge and State Treasurer, and,
without doubt, the most prolific and popular
writer of his day in Illinois. Later, he established "The Illinois Magazine" at Vandalia, subsequently removed to Cincinnati, and issued under
the name of "The We.stern Monthly Magazine."
He was also a frequent contributor to other magazines of that period, and author of several volumes, including "Legends of the West" and
"Border Tales." Daring the contest over the
in 1823-24, "The Gazette"
slavery question,
rendered valuable service to the anti-slavery
party by the' publication of articles in opposition
to the Convention scheme, from the pen of Morris
Birkbeck and others.
The third Illinois paper— and, in 1823-24, the
strongest and most influential opponent of the

scheme for establishing slavery in Illinois— was
"The Edwardsville Spectator," which began pub
lication at Edwardsville. Madison County, May
Hooper Warren was the publisher and
23, 1819.
responsible editor, though he received valuable
aid from the pens of Governor Coles, George
Lippincott,
Judge
Rev. Thomas
Churchill,
Samuel D. Lockwood, Morris Birkbeck and
(See Warren. Hooper.) Warren sold
others.
"The Spectator" to Rev. Thomas Lippincott in
182.5, and was afterwards associated with papers
at Springfield, Galena, Chicago and elsewliere.
The agitation of the slavery question (in part,
at least) led to the establishment of two new
papers in 1822. The first of these was "The
Republican Advocate," which began publication
at Kaskaskia, in April of that year, under the
management of Elias Kent Kane, then an aspirant to the LTnited States Senatorship.

After his
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Court, as its reputed editor. A few months later
it passed into new hands, and, in August, 1823,
as.sumed the name of "The Illinois Republican."

Both "The Republican Advocate" and "The
Republican" were zealous organs of the

Illinois

pro-slavery party.

With the settlement

of the slavery question in

by the election of 1824, Illinois journalbe said to have entered upon a new era.
At the close of this first period there were only

Illinois,

ism

may

five papers published in the State

—

all

established

within a period of ten years and one of these
("The Illinois Republican," at Edwardsville)
promptly ceased publication on the settlement of
the slavery question in opposition to tlie views
which it had advocated. The next period of fif;

teen years (1825-40) was prolific in the establishment of new newspaper ventures, as might be
expected from the rapid increase of the State in
population, and the development in the

art of

"The Western
printing during the same period.
Sun," established at Belleville (according to one
report, in December, 1825, and according to
another, in the winter of 1827-28) by Dr. Joseph

Green, appears to have been the first paper published in St. Clair County. This was followed
by "The Pioneer," begun, April 2,'), 1829, at Rock
Spring, St. Clair County, with the indomitable
Dr. John M. Peck, author of "Peck's Gazetteer,"
as

its editor.

It

was removed

in 1836 to

Upper

Alton, when it took the name of "The Western
Pioneer and Baptist Banner." Previous to this,
however. Hooper Warren, having come into possession of the material upon which he had printed
"The Edwardsville Spectator," removed it to
Springfield, and, in the winter of 182(i-27, began
the publication of the first paper at the present
State capital, which he named "The Sangamo
Gazette." Ifhad but a brief existence. During
1830, George Forquer, then Attorney-General of
the State, in conjunction with his half-brother,
Thomas Ford (afterwards Governor) was engaged
in the publication of a paper called "The Courier," at Springfield, which was continued only a
short time. The earliest paper north of Springfield appears to have been "The Hennepin Jour,

election to that office in 1824, "The Advocate"
passed into the hands of Robert K. Fleming, who,

nal,"

suspension, establislied "The
Kaskaskia Recorder," but, a year or two later,
removed to Vandalia. "The Star of the West"

State Journal," and the oldest paper of continuous existence in the State was established at

established at Edwardsville. as an opponent
of Warren's "Spectator." the first is.sue making
its appearance, Sept. 14, 1822, with Theophilus W.
Smith, afterwards a Justice of the Supreme

ins

after a period of

was

which began iniblioatiou, Sept. 15, 1827.
"The Sangamo Journal"
now "The Illinois

—

—

Simeon and Josiah Francis (cousfrom Connecticut), the first issue bearing

Springfield by

Before the close of the same
year James G. Edwards, afterwards the founder
of "The Burlington (Iowa) Hawkeye," began the
date, Nov. 10, 1831.

'

,;
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1828,

"The Advocate" was removed
owner (who
had been appointed State Printer), was consolidated with "The Illinois Register," which had
been established in 1836. The new paper took the
name of "The Illinois Register and People's
Advocate," in 1839 was removed to Springfield,
and is now known as "The Illinois State Regis-

"The

ter."

"The Illinois Patriot" at JacksonAnother paper, established the same year,
ville.
was "The Gazette" at Vandalia, tlien the State

publication of

capital.
(See Forquer, George; Ford, TJiomas:
Francis, Simeon.)
At this early date the development of the lead
mines about Galena had made that place a center

of

great

business

activity.

On

James Jones commenced the

July

issue

8,

of

Miners' Journal, the first paper at Galena. Jones
died of cholera in 1833, and his paper passed into
other hands. July 30, 1829, "The Galena Adver'

'

and Upper Mississippi Herald" began pubwith Drs. Horatio Nevs'hall and Addison
Hooper Warren as publisher, but appears to have been discontinued
"The
before the expiration of its first year.
Galenian" was established as a Democratic paper
by Philleo, in May, 1833, but ceased publication in
September, 1836. "The Northwestern Gazette
and Galena Advertiser, founded in November,
1834, by Loring and Bartlett (the last named
afterwards one of the founders of "The Quincy
Whig"), has had a continuous existence, being
now known as "The Galena Advertiser." Benjamin Mills, one of the most brilliant lawyers of
his time, was editor of this paper during a part
tiser

lication,

Philleo as editors, and

"

'

of the first year of

its

publication.

to "Vandalia, and, on the death of the

Other papers established between 1880 and 1840
"The Vandalia Whig" (1831); "The
Alton Spectator," the first paper published in
Alton (January, 1834); "The Chicago Democrat," by John Calhoun (Nov. 26, 1833); "The
Beardstown Chronicle and Illinois Bounty Land
Advertiser," by Francis A. Arenz (July 29, 1833)
"The Alton American" (1833); "The White
include:

County News," at Carmi (1833); "The Danville
Enquirer" (1833); "The Illinois Champion," at
Peoria (1834); "The Mount Carmel Sentinel and
Wabash Advocate" (1834); "The Illinois State
Gazette and Jacksonville News, at Jacksonville
(1835); "The Illinois Argus and Bounty Land
Register," at Quincy (183.5); "The Rushville
Journal and Military Tract Advertiser" (1835);
"The Alton Telegraph" (1836); "The Alton
Observer" (1836); "The Carthaginian," at Carthage (1836) "The Bloomington Observer" (1837)
"The Backwoodsman," founded by Prof. John
Russell, at Grafton, and the first paper published
in Greene County (1837); "The Quincy Whig"
"The Illinois Statesman." at Paris, Edgar
(1838)
County (1838); "The Peoria Register" (1838).
The second paper to be established in Chicago
was "The Chicago American," whose initial
number was issued, June 8, 1835, with Thomas O.
Davis as proprietor and editor. In July, 1837, it
passed into the hands of AVilliam Stuart & Co.
and, on April 9, 1839, its publishers began the
'

'

;

Robert K. Fleming, who has already been
mentioned as the successor of Elias Kent Kane
in the publication of 'The Republican Advocate,
'

months previous.

"

at Kaskaskia, later published a jjaper for a short
time at Vandalia, but, in 1827, removed his

establishment to Edwardsville, where he began
the publication of "The Corrector. " The latter
was continued a little over a year, when it was
suspended. He then resumed the publication of
"The Recorder" at Kaskaskia. In December,
1833, he removed to Belleville and began the publication of "The St. Clair Gazette," which afterwards passed, through various changes of owners,

under the names of "The St. Clair Mercury" and
"Representative and Gazette." This was succeeded, in 1839, by "The Belleville Advocate,"
which has been published continuously to the
present time.

Samuel S. Brooks (the father of Austin Brooks,
afterwards of "The Quincy Herald") at different times published papers at various points
in the State.
His first enterprise was "The
Crisis"
at Edwardsville, which he changed
to "The Illinois Advocate," and, at the close
of his first year, sold out to Judge John
York Sawyer, who united it with "The Western
Plowbov," which he had established a few

;

issue of the first daily ever published in Chicago.

"The Chicago Express" succeeded "The American" in 1842, and, in 1844, became the forerunner
of "The Chicago Journal." The third Chicago
paper
was "The Commercial Advertiser,"
founded by Hooper Warren, in 1836. It lived
Zebina Eastman, who was
only about a year.
afterwards associated with Warren, and became
one of the most influential journalistic opponents
of slavery, arrived in the State in 1839, and, in
the latter part of that year, was associated with
the celebrated Abolitionist, Benjamin Lundy, in
the preliminary steps for the issue of "The
Genius of Universal Emancipation," projected
by Ijundy at Lowell, in La Salle County. Lundy's
untimely death, in August, 1839, however, pre-
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vented him from seeing the consummation of his
I>lan, although Eastman lived to carry it out in
part.
A paper wliose career, although extending
only a little over one year, marked an era in Illinois journalism, was "The Alton Observer," its
liistory closing with the assassination of its
editor. Rev. Elijah P. Lovejoy, on the night of
Xov. 8, 1837. while unsuccessfully attempting to
protect his press from destruction, for the fourtli
time, by a pro-slavery mob.
Humiliating as was
this crime to every law-abiding Illinoisan, it

undoubtedly strengthened the cause of free
speech and assisted in hastening the downfall of
the institution in whose behalf it was committed.
That the development in the field of journalism, within the past sixty years, has more than
kept pace witli the growth in population, is
shown by the fact that there is not a county in
the State without its newspaper, while every
town of a few hundred population has either one
or more. According to statistics for 1898, there
were 605 cities and towns in the State having
periodical publications of some sort, making a
total of 1,709, of which 174 were issued daily, 34
semi-weekly, 1,20.5 weekly, 28 semi-monthly, 238
monthly, and the remainder at various periods
ranging from tri-weekly to eight times a year.
>'EWTO\, the county-seat of Jasper County,
situated on the Embarras River, at the intersection of the Peoria, Decatur & Evansville and the
Indiana & Illinois Southern Railways is an incorporated city, was settled in 1828. and made
;

the county-seat in 1830. Agriculture, coal-mining and dairy farming are the principal pursuits
in the surrounding region.
The city has waterpower, which is utilized to some extent in manufacturing, but most of its factories are operated
by steam. Among these establishments are flour
and saw-mills, creameries, and canning and egg
case factories. Tliere are a half-dozen churches,
a good public school system, including a high

a private bank and two weekly
Population (1880), 1,168; (1890), 1,428.

school, besides

'

papers.

NEW YORK, CHICAGO & ST. LOUIS RAILWAY (Nickel Plate), a line .522.47 miles in length,
of which (1898) only 9,96 miles are operated in
Illinois.
It owns no track in Illinois, but uses
the track of the Cliicago & State Line Railroad
(9.96 miles in length), of

which

it

has financial

control, to enter the city of Chicago.

capitalization of the
in

New

York, Chicago

total

&

St.

of which 519,425,000
The New York, ChiLouis Railroad was incorporated under

Louis, in 1898,
is

The

is $.50,222,568,

bonds.— (History.)

cago & St.
the laws of

New

York,

Pennsylvania, Ohio,

3!t!»

Indiana and Illinois in 1881, construt^tion begun
immediately, and the roail put in operation in
1882.
In 1885 it passed into the hands of a
receiver,

was

sold

under foreclosure in

1887,

and

reorganized by the consolidation of various eastern lines with the Fort Wayne & Illinois Railroad,
forming the line under its present name. The
road between Buffalo, N. Y. and the west line of
Indiana is owned by the Company, but, for its
line in Illinois, it uses the track of the Chicago &
State Line Railroad, of which it is the lessee, as
well as the owner of its capital stock. The main
Hue of the "Nickel Plate" is controlled by the
Lake Shore & Michigan Southern Railway, which
owns more than half of both the preferred and
,

common

stock.

NIANTIC, a town
Wabash Railway, 25

Macon County, on the
miles east of Springfield.

of

a coal mine here, though agriculture is
the leading industry. The town has a newspaper
and a bank. Population (1880), 321; (1890), 639.
NICOLAY, John (ieorge, author, was born in
Essingen, Bavaria, Feb. 20, 1832; at 6 years of age
was brought to the United States, lived for a
time in Cincinnati, attending the public schools
there, and then came to Illinois; at 16 entered tlie
oflBce of "The Pike County Free Pr«ss" at Pittsfield, and, while still in his minority, became
editor and proprietor of the paper.
In 1857 he
became Assistant Secretary of State under O. M.
Hatch, the first Republican Secretary, but during
Mr. Lincoln's candidacy for Pre.sident, in 1860,
aided him as private secretary, also acting as a
correspondent of "The St. Louis Democrat."
After the election he was formally selected by
Mr. Lincoln as his private secretary, accompanying him to Washington and remaining until Mr.
Lincoln's assassination. In 1805 he was appointed
United States Consul at Paris, remaining until
1869; on his return for some time eilited "The
Chicago Republican"; was also Marshal of the
United States Supreme Court in Wasliington
from 1872 to 1887. Mr. Nicolay is author, in collaboration with John Hay, of "Abraham Lincoln:
A History," fii'st published serially in "The Century Magazine," and later issued in ten volumes;
of "The Outbreak of the Rebellion" in "CamThere

is

War," besides numerous magaHe lives in Washington, D. C.
NICOLET, Jean, early Frencli explorer, came

paigns of the Civil
zine articles.

from Cherbourg, France,

in 1618, and, for several

among the Algonquins, whose language he learned and for whom he acted as
interpreter.
On July 4, 1634, he discovered Lake
Michigan, then called the "Lake of the Illinois,"

years, lived

:
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and visited the Chippewas, Menominees and
Winnebagoes, in the region about Green Bay,
among whom he was received kindly. From the
Mascoutins, on the Fox River (of Wisconsin), he
learned of the Illinois Indians, some of whose
northern villages he also visited. He subsequently returned to Quebec, where he was
drowned, in October, 1642. He was probably the
first Caucasian to visit Wisconsin and Illinois.
NILES, Nathaniel, lawyer, editor and soldier,
born at Plainfield, Otsego County, N. Y., Feb. 4,
1817; attended an academy at Albany, from 1830
to

"34,

was

licensed to practice law

and removed

west in 1837, residing successively at Delphi and
Frankfort, Ind.. and at Owensburg, Ky., until
In 184G
1843, when he settled in Belleville, 111.
he was commissioned a First Lieutenant in the
Second Regiment Illinois Volunteers (Colonel
Bisseirs) for the Mexican War, but, after the
battle of Buena Vista, was promoted by General
Wool to the captaincy of an independent corajjany of Texas foot. He was elected Chief Clerk
of the House of Representatives at the session of
1849, and the same year was chosen County
Judge of St. Clair County, serving until 1861.
With the exception of brief periods from 1851 to
'.59, he was editor and part owner of "The Belleville Advocate." a paper originally Democratic,
but which became Republican on the organizaIn 1861 he was
tion of the Republican part}'.
api>ointed Colonel of the Fifty-fourth Illinois
Volunteer Infantry, but the completion of its
organization having been delayed, he resigned,
and, the following year, was commissioned Colonel of the
until

May,

One Hundred and Thirtieth, serving
1864, when he resigned — in March,

receiving the compliment of a brevet BrigaDuring the winter of 1862 68
he was in command at Memphis, but later took
part in the Vicksburg campaign, and in the campaigns on Red River and Bayou Teche. After
the war he served as Representative in the
186,5,

dier-Generalship.

General Assembly from St. Clair County (1865-66)
as Trustee of the Institution for the Deaf and
Dumb at Jacksonville: on the Commission for
building the State Penitentiary at Joliet, and as
Commissioner (by appointment of Governor
Oglesby) for locating the Soldiers' Orphans'
Home. His later years have been spent chiefly
in the practice of his profession, with occasional
excursions into journalism. Originally an antislavery Democrat, he became one of the founders
of the Republican party in Southern Illinois.

NIXON, William Penn, journahst. Collector
Customs, was born in Wayne County, Ind.,

of

of

North Carolina and Quaker ancestry, early in
1832.
In 1853 he graduated from Farmers' (now
Belmont) College, near Cincinnati, Ohio. After
devoting two years to teaching, he entered the
law department of the University of Pennsylvania (1855), graduating in 1859. For nine years
thereafter he practiced law at Cincinnati, during
which period he was thrice elected to the Ohio
Legislature.
In 1868 he embarked in journalism,
he and his older brother. Dr. O. W. Nixon, with
a few friends, founding "The Cincinnati Chronicle."
A few years later "The Times" was purchased, and the two papers were consolidated
under the name of "The Times-Chronicle." In
May, 1872, having disposed of his interests in
Cincinnati, he assumed the business management of "The Chicago Inter Ocean," then a new
venture and struggling for a foothold. In 1875
he and his brother. Dr. O. W. Nixon, secured a
controlling

interest

in

the

paper,

when

the

former assumed the position of editor-in-chief,
which he continued to occupy until 1897, when
he was appointed Collector of Customs for the
City of Chicago a position which he now holds.
NOKOMIS, a city of Montgomery County, on
the Indianapolis & St. Louis Railway, 17 miles
east-northeast of Litchfield, and 44 miles south
by west of Decatur. Grain-growing is the principal pursuit in the surrounding country.
Nokomis has two elevators and is an important
shipping point, besides having two flouring mills.
There are six churches, a graded school, a
National bank, and three weekly papers. Popula-

—

tion (1880), 1,062; (1890), 1,305.
NORMAL, a city in McLean County, 2 miles

north of Bloomington and 124 miles southwest of
Chicago the intersecting point of the Chicago &
Alton and the Illinois Central Railroads. It lies
in a rich coal region, and has extensive nurseries.
It also has a stove foundry and canning factory,
;

banks and four periodicals.
State institutions

founded in

1869,

—the

It is

the seat of two

Soldiers' Orphans'

and the

Illinois State

University, foimded in 1857.

Home,
Normal

Population (1880),

2,470: (1890), 3.4.59.

NORMAL UNIVERSITIES.
Normal

Illinois
versity.

(See Southern
University; State Normal Uni-

)

NORTH ALTON,
and suburb

of

a village of Madison County
the city of Alton. Population

(1880), 838: (1890), 762.

NORTHCOTT, William A., Lieutenant-Govwas born in Murfreesboro, Tenn. Jan. 28,
1854—-the son of Gen. R. S. Northcott, whose
loyalty to the Union, at the beginning of the

ernor,

,
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Rebellion, compelled

to leave his Southern

home and seek safety for himself and family in
the North. He went to West Virginia, was commissioned Colonel of a regiment and served
througli the war, being for some nine months a
prisoner in Libby Prison. After aciiuiring his
literary education in the public schools, the
younger Northcott spent some time in the Naval
Academy at Annapolis, Md., after which lie was
engaged in teaching. Meanwliile, he was preparing for the practice of law and was admitted to
the bar in 1877, two years later coming to Greenville. Bond County, 111., which has since been his
home. In 1880. by appointment of President
Hayes, he served as Supervisor of tlie Census for
the Seventh District in 1882 was elected State's
;

Attorney for Bond County and re-elected successively in "8-1 and '88; in 1890 was appointed on
the Board of Visitors to tlie United States Naval
Academy, and, by selection of the Board,
delivered the annual address to the graduating
class of that year.
In 1893 he was the Republican nominee for Congress for the Eighteenth District, but was defeated in the general landslide of
that year. In 1896 he was more fortunate, being
elected Lieutenant-Governor by the vote of the
State, receiving a plurality of over 137,000 over

Democratic opponent.
NORTH PEORIA, a suburban village in Peoria
County, 2 miles north of the city of Peoria.
Population (1890). 1.086.
liis

NORTHERN BOINDARY QUESTION, THE.
The Ordinance

of 1787.

making the

provision, bj' Congress, for the

country

l3'ing

first specific

government of the

northwest of the Ohio River and

east of the Mississippi
Territory), provided,

(known

among
"

as the Nortliwest
other things (Art.

formed
in the said Territory not less than three nor more
than five States." It then proceeds to fix the
boundaries of the proposed States, on tlie assumption that there shall be three in number, adding
v., Ordinance 1787), that

'there shall be

thereto the following proviso; "Provided, however, and it is further understood and declared,

that the boundaries of these tliree States sliall be
subject so far to be altered that, if Congress shall
hereafter find it expedient, they shall have

authority to form one or two States in tliat part
of the said Territory which lies north of an east
and west line drawn through the southerly bend
or extreme of Lake Michigan." On the basis of
this provision it has been claimed that the north-

ern boundaries of Illinois, Indiana and Ohio
should have been on the exact latitude of the
southern limit of Lake Michigan, and that the
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boundary was a violation
of the Ordinance, inasmuch as the fourteenth section of the preamble thereto declares that "the
failure to establish this

following articles

sliall

be considered as articles

compact between the original States and tlie
people and States in the said Territory, and forever remain unalterable, unless by common consent."— In the limited state of geographical
of

knowledge, existing at the time of the adoption of
the Ordinance, there seems to have been considerable difference of opinion as to the latitude
of the southern limit of Lake Michigan.
The

map
lel

of Mitchell (US.")) had placed it on the paralof 43° 20', while that of Thomas Ilutchins

(1778) fixed

lished
07.9".

it

at 41'

37'.

It

was

oflScially estab-

by Government survey, in 183r). at 41 37'
As a matter of fact, the northern bound-

ary of neither of the three States named was finally
fixed on the line mentioned in the proviso above
quoted from the Ordinance— that of Oliio, where
it meets the shore of Lake Erie, being a little
north of 41° 44'; that of Indiana at 41' 46' (some
lO^miles north of the southern bend of the lake),

—

and that of

30'
Illinois at 42
about 61 miles
of the same line.
The boundary line
between Ohio and Michigan was settled after a
bitter controversy, on the admission of the latter
State into the Union, in 1837, in the acceptance
by her of certain conditions proposed by Congress.
These included the annexation to Michigan of

north

what

is

known

as

the

"LTpper

Peninsula,"

between Lakes Michigan and Superior,
strip averaging six miles on her
southern border, which she demanded from
Ohio.— The establishment of the northern boundary of Illinois, in 1818, upon the line which now
exists, is universally conceded to have been due
to the action of Judge Nathaniel Pope, then the
Delegate in Congress from Illinois Territory.
While it was then acquiesced in without queslying
in

lieu of a

has since been the subject of considerable
controversy and has been followed by almost
tion, it

incalculable results. The "enabling act," as
originally introduced early in 1818, empowering
the people of Illinois Territory to form a State

Government, fixed tlie northern boundary of the
proposed State at 41 39', then the supposed latitude of the southern extremity of Lake Michigan.
While the act was under consideration in Committee of the Whole, Mr. Pope offered an amendment advancing the northern boundary to 42°
30'.

The object

of

his

amendment

(as

he ex-

was to gain for the new State a coast
on Lake Michigan, bringing it into political
and commercial relations with the States east of
plained)
line

—
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—

— Indiana, Oliio, Pennsylvania and New York

thus '"affording additional security to tlie perpetuity of tlie Union." He argued that the
location of the State between the Mississippi,
Wabash and Ohio Rivers—all flowing to the
south would bring it in intimate communication with the Southern States, and that, in the
event of an attempted disruption of the Union, it
was important that it should be identified with
the commerce of the Lakes, instead of being left
entirely to the waters of the south-flowing
rivers.
'Thus, said he, "a rival interest would be
created to check the wish for a Western or Southern Confederacy. Her interests would thus be
balanced and her inclinations turned to the
North." He recognized Illinois as already "the
key to the West," and he evidently foresaw that
the time might come when it would be the Keystone of the Union. While this evinced wonderful foresight, scarcely less convincing was his
argument that, in time, a commercial emporium
would grow up upon Lake Michigan, which would
demand an outlet by means of a canal to the ;ilinois River a work which was realized in the
completion of the Illinois & Michigan Canal
thirty years later, but which would scarcely have
been accomplished had the State been practically
cut off from the Lake and its chief emporium
left to grow up in another commonwealth, or not
at all. Judge Pope's amendment was accepted
without division, and, in this form, a few days
later, the bill became a law.
The almost superhuman sagacity exhibited in Judge Pope's argument, has been repeatedly illustrated in the

—

"

'

'

—

—

commercial and political history of the State
but never more significantly than in the

since,

commanding position which Illinois occupied
during the late Civil War, with one of its citizens in the Presidential chair and another leading
its 3.50,000 citizen soldiery and tlie armies of the
Union in battling for the perpetuity of the
Republic— a position wliich more than fulfilled
every prediction made for it.
The territory

—

by this settlement of the northern
boundary, includes all that part of the State
north of the northern line of La Salle County,
and embraces the greater portion of the fourteen
counties of Cook, Dupage, Kane, Lake, McHenry,
Boone, DeKalb, Lee, Ogle, Winnebago, Stephenson, Jo Daviess, Carroll and Whiteside, with portions of Kendall. Will and Rock Island— estimated
at 8, ."500 .square miles, or more than one-seventh
of the present area of the State.
It has been
argiied that this territory belonged to the State
of Wisconsin under the provisions of the Ordi-

affected

nance of 1787, and there were repeated attempts
made, on the part of the Wisconsin Legislature
and its Territorial Governor (Doty), between 1839
and 1843, to induce the people of these counties to
recognize this claim.
These were, in a few
instances, partially sviccessful, although no official
notice was taken of them by the authorities of Illinois.
The reply made to the Wisconsin claim by
Governor Ford who wrote his "History of Illi-

—

nois"

when

mind— was

the subject was fresh in the public
while the Ordinance of 1787

that,

gave Congress power to organize a State north of
the parallel running through the southern bend
of Lake Michigan, "there is nothing in the Ordinance requiring such additional State to be
organized of the territory north of that line." In
other words, that, when Congress, in 1818,
authorized the organization of an additional
State north of and in (i. e., within) the line
named, it did not violate the Ordinance of 1787,
but acted in accordance with it in practically
assuming that the new State "need not necessarily include the whole of the region north of
that line. " The question was set at rest by Wisconsin herself in the action of her Constitutional
Convention of 1847-48, in framing her first constitution, in form recognizing the northern
boundary of Illinois as fixed by the enabling act

—

of 1818.

NORTHERN HOSPITAL FOR THE INSANE,
an institution for the treatment of the insane,
created by Act of the Legislature, approved, April
The Commissioners appointed by Gov16, 1869.
ernor Palmer to fix its location consisted of
August Adams, B. F. Shaw, W. R. Brown, M. L.
Joslyn, D. S. Hammond and William Adams.
After considering many offers and examining
numerous sites, the Commissioners finally selected
the Chisholm farm, consisting of about 155 acres,
11/2 miles from Elgin, on the west side of Fox
River, and overlooking that stream, as a site
this having been tendered as a donation by the
Plans were adopted in the
citizens of Elgin.
latter part of 1869, the system of constrviction
chosen conforming, in the main, to that of the
United States Hospital for the Insane at WashBy January, 1873. the north wing
ington, D. C.
and rear building were so far advanced as to permit the reception of sixty patients. The center
building was ready for occupancy in April, 1873,
and the south wing before the end of the following year. The total expenditures previous to
1876 had exceeded §637,000, and since that date
liberal appropriations have been made for additions, repairs and improvements, including the
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additiou of between 300 and 400 acres to the lauds
The first Board
coiiuected with the institution
of Trustees consisted of Charles N. Holden,
Oliver Everett and

Henry

\V,

Sherman, with Dr.

E. A. Kilbourne as the first Superintendent, and
Dr. Richard A. Dewey (afterwards Superintendent of the Eastern Hospital at Kankakee) as his

Assistant.
Dr. Kilbourne remaineil at the head
of the institution until his death, Feb. 27, 1890,
covering a period of nineteen years. Dr. Kilbourne was succeeded by Dr. Henry J. Brooks,
and he, by Dr. Loewy. in June, 1893, and the
latter by Dr. John B. Hamilton (former Supervising Surgeon of the United States Marine Hospital Service) in 1897.
Dr. Hamilton died in

December.

(See Hamilton. John B.) The
June 30, 1894, was
which §701,330 was in land and

1898.

total value of State property,
1882,74.1.66,

of

Under the terms of the law establishing the hospital, provision is made for the
care therein of the incurably insane, so that it is
both a hospital and an asylum. The whole numbuildings.

ber of patients under treatment, for the two years
preceding June 30, 1894, was 1,797, the number
of inmates, on Dec. 1, 1897, 1,054, and the average
daily attendance for treatment, for the year 1896,
1,396.
The following counties comprise the district dependent upon the Elgin Hospital
Boone,
Carroll, Cook, DeKalb, Jo Daviess, Kane, Kendall, Lake, Stephenson, Whiteside and Winnebago.
:

NORTHERN ILLINOIS NORMAL SCHOOL,
an

institution, incorporated in 1884, at Dixon, Lee
County, 111., for the purpose of giving instruction
in branches related to the art of teaching.
Its
last report claims a total of 1,639 pupils, of whom

were men and 744 women, receiving instruc-

88ij

The total value of
property was estimated at more than §200,000, of

tion from thirty-six teachers.

which §160,000 was in real estate and §45,000 in
apparatus. Attendance on the institution has
been affected by the establishment, under act of
the Legislature of 1895, of the Northern State
Normal School

at

DeKalb (which

see).

NORTHERN PENITENTIARY, THE,

an

insti

tution for the confinement of criminals of tlie
State, located at Joliet. Will County.
The site
was purchased by the State in 1857, and com-

some seventy-two acres. Its erection was
found necessary because of the inadequacy of the
penitentiary, at Alton.
(See Alton Pi-nitentiary.)
The original plan contemplated a
cell-house containing 1,000 cells, which, it was
prises

first

thought, would meet the public necessities for
many years to come. Its estimated cost was
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within ten years, there had been
expended upon the in.stitutiou the sum of §934,000, and its capacity was 'taxed to the utmost.
Subsequent enlargements liave increased the
cost to over §1,600,000, but by 1877, the institution
had become so overcrowded that the erection of
another State penal institution became positively
(See Southern Penitentiary.) The
necessary.
prison has always been conducted on "the
Auburn system," which contemplates associate
labor in silence, silent meals in a common refectory, and (as nearly as practicable) isolation at
night. The system of labor has varied at different times, the "lessee system," the "contract
system" and the "State account plan" being
successively in force.
{See Coiivict Lulmr.) The
whole number of convicts in the institution, at
the date of the official report of 1895, was 1,566.
The total assets of the institution, Sept. 30, 1894,

,*;5.5O,0()O;

but,

were reported at
601.11 was in real

§2,121,308.86, of wliich §1,644,estate.

NORTH & SOUTH RAILROAD. (See
Loni.'i, Peer id & Nortliern Raihray.)
NORTHERN STATE NORMAL SCHOOL,

St.

an

institution for the echication of teachers of the

common

schools, authorized to be established

by

act of the Legislature passed at the session of

The act made an appropriation of §50,00a
for the erection of buildings and other improvements. The institution was located at DeKalb,
DeKalb County, in the spring of 1896, and the
1895.

buildings commenced soon after
Isaac F. Ell wood, of DeKalb, contributing §20,-

erection of

000 in cash, and J. F. Glidden, a site of sixtyseven acres of land. Up to Dec. 1, 1897, the
appropriations and contributions, in land and
money, aggregated §175,000. The school was
expected to be ready for the reception of pupils
in the latter part of 1899, and, it is estimated, will

accommodate

1.000 students.

NORTHWEST

TERRITORY.

The

name

formerly applied to that jwrtiou of the United
States north and west of the Ohio River and east
of the Mississippi, comprising the present States
of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan
sin.

The claim

of the

Government

and Wisconto the land

had been acquired partly through conquest, by
the expedition of Col. George Rogers Clark
(which see), under the auspices of the State of
Virginia in 17T8; partly through treaties with the
Indians, and partly through cessions from those
of the original States laying claim thereto.

The

plan for the government of this vast region
was devised and formulated by Thomas Jefferson,
in his proposed Ordinance of 1784, which failed
first
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But three years later a
evolved, and the famous
with its clause prohibiting the
extension of slavery beyond the Ohio River,
of ultimate passage.

purposes.

broader scheme was

and Todd, John.)

Ordinance of

1787,

This act has

passed the Continental Congress.

been sometimes termed "The American Magna
Charta," because of its engrafting upon the
organic law the principles of human freedom and
equal rights. The plan for the establishment of
a distinctive territorial civil government in a
new Territory the first of its kind in the new
republic was felt to be a tentative step, and too
much power was not granted to the residents.
All the ofBcers were appointive, and each official
was required to be a land-owner. The elective
franchise (but only for members of the General
Assembly) could first be exercised only after the
population had reached 5,000. Even then, every
elector must own fifty acres of land, and every

—

—

Representative, 200 acres. More liberal provisions,
however, were subsequently incorporated by
in 1809.
The first civil government
Northwest Territory was established by act

amendment,
in the

of the Virginia Legislature, in the organization
of all the country west of the Ohio under the
"Illinois County," of which the Governor
was authorized to appoint a "County Lieuten"Commandant-in-Chief " The first
or
"Commandant" appointed was Col. John Todd,
of Kentucky, though he continued to discharge

name

.

ant"

the duties for only a short period, being killed in
the battle of Blue Licks, in 1782. After that the
Illinois Country was almost without the semblance
of an organized civil government, until 1788,
when Gen. Arthur St. Clair was appointed the
first Governor of Northwest Territory, under the

Ordinance of 1787, serving until tlie se^jaration of
this region into the Territories of Ohio and Indiana in 1800, when 'William Henry Harrison
became the Governor of the latter, embracing all
that portion of the original Northwest Territory
except the State of Ohio. During St. Clair's
administration (1790) that part of the present State
of Illinois between the Mississippi and Illinois
Rivers on the west, and a line extending nortli
from about the site of old Fort Massac, on the
Ohio, to the mouth of the Mackinaw River, in the
present county of Tazewell, on the east, was
erected into a county under the name of St.
Cahokia,
Clair, with three county-seats, viz.
Kaskaskia and Prairie du Rocher. (See St. Clair
County. ) Between 1830 and 1834 the name NorthAvest Territory was applied to an unorganized
region, embracing the present State of Wisconsin,
:

attached to Michigan Territory for governmental

(See Illinois County; St. Clair, Arthur;

NORTHWESTERN

COLLEGE,

located

at

Du Page County, and founded in
under the auspices of the Evangelical Association.
It maintains business, preparatory and
Naperville,
1865,

departments,

collegiate

besides

a

theological

In 1898 it had a faculty of nineteen profesand assistants, with some 360 students, less
than one-third of the latter being females, though
both sexes are admitted to the college on an equal
school.
sors

footing.

The

owns property to the
endowment of

institution

value of §307,000, including an
885,000.

NORTHWESTERN GRAND TRUNK RAIL(See Chicago & Grand Trunk Railway.)
NORTHWESTERN NORMAL, located at Gene

WAY.
seo,

Henry County,

III,

incorporated in 1884; in

1894 had a faculty of twelve teachers with 171
whom ninety were male and eighty-one

pupils, of

female.

NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY, an imporeducational institution, established
at
Evanstou, in Cook County, in 1851. In 1898 it
reported 2,599 students (1,980 male and 619
female), and
a faculty of 234 instructors.
It embraces the following departments, all of
which confer degrees: A College of Liberal
Arts; two Medical Schools (one for women
exclusively); a Law School; a School of Pharmacy and a Dental College. The Garrett Biblical Institute, at which no degrees are conferred, constitutes the theological department of
the University. The charter of the institution
requires a majority of tlie Trustees to be members of the Methodist Episcopal Churcli, and the
University is the largest and wealthiest of the
The
schools controlled by that denomination.
College of Liberal Arts and the Garrett Biblical
Institute are at Evanston the other departments
In the
(all professional) are located in Chicago.
academic department (Liberal Arts School), provision is made for both graduate and post-graduate com-ses. The Medical School was formerly
known as the Chicago Medical College, and its
Law Department was originally the Union College of Law, both of which have been absorbed
by the University, as have also its schools of
dentistry and pharmacy, which were formerly
independent institutions. The property owned by
the University is valued at §4,870,000, of which
tant

;

§1,100,000

is

ment funds.
in 1898 was

and §2,250,000 in endowincome from fees paid by students
and total receipts from all

real estate,
Its

§215,288,

sources, §482,889.

Co-education of the sexes pre-

I
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vails in the College of Liberal Arts.

Dr.

Henry

Wade Rogers is President.
NORTHWESTERJJ UMVERSITY MEDICAL
SCHOOL, located in Chicago; was organized in
1859 as Medical School of the Lind
Forest) University.

(now Lake

Three annual terms, of

five

first
constituted a course,
inontlis each, at
although attendance at two only wa.s compulsory.
The institution first opened in temporary

quarters,

Oct.

9,

18.59,

witli thirteen professors

and thirty-three students. By 1863 more ample
accommodations were needed, and the Trustees
of tlie Lind University being unable to provide a
In
building, one was erected by the faculty.
1864 the University relinquished all claim to the
institution, which was thereupon incorporated as
the Chicago Medical College. In 1868 the length
of the annual terms was increased to six months,
and additional requirements were imposed on
candidates for both matriculation and graduation.
The same year, the college building was
sold, and the erection of a new and more commodious edifice, on the grounds of the Mercy HosTliis was completed in
pital, was commenced.
1870, and the college became the medical department of the Northwestern University. The
number of professorsliips had been increased to
eighteen, and that of undergraduates to 107.
Since that date new laboratory and clinicial buildings have been erected, and the growth of the
institution has been steady and substantial.
Mercy and St. Luke's Hospital, and tlie South
Side Free Dispensary afford resources for clinical
instruction. The teaching faculty, as constituted
in

1898, consists

of al)Out

fiftj'

instructors, in-

cluding professors, lecturers, demonstrators, and
a,ssistants.

XORTHWESTERX IXIVERSITT WOMAN'S
MEDICAL SCHOOL,

an institution for the pro
of
women, located in
corporate name was the
Hospital Medical College of Chicago,"

fessional

education

Chicago.

Its

"Woman's

first

and it was in close connection with the Chicago
Hospital for Women and Children. Later, it
severed its connection with the hospital and took
the name of the "Woman's Medical College of
Chicago." Co-education of the sexes, in medicine
and surgery, was experimentally tried from 1868
to 1870, but the experiment proved repugnant to
the male students, who unanimously signed a
protest against the continuance of the system.
The result was the establishment f>f a separate
school for women in 1870, with a faculty of sixteen professors. The requirements for graduation
were fixed a* four years of medical study, includ-
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ing tliree annual graded college terms of six
montlis each. The first term openeii in the
of 1870, with

autumn

The

students.

an attendance of twenty

original location of

the school

"North Division" of Chicago, in temporary quarters. After the fire of 1871 a removal
was effected to the "West Division," where (in
1878-79) a modest, but well arranged building was
erected.
A larger structure was built in 1884,
and, in 1891, the institution became a part of the
Northwestern University. The college, in all its

was

in the

departments, is organized along the lines of the
In 1896
best medical schools of the country.
there were twenty-four professorships, all capably
filled, and among the faculty are some of the
best known specialists in the country.
XORTOX, Jesse 0., lawyer. Congressman and
Judge, was born at Bennington, Vt., April '2'>,
1812, and graduated from Williams College in
1835.

He

settled

became prominent

at

JoUet in

1839,

and soon

in the affairs of Will County.

was that of City Attorney,
after which he served as County Judge (1846-50).
Meanwhile, lie was chosen a Delegate to tlie Constitutional Convention of 1847.
In 1850 he was
His

public office

first

elected to the Legislature, and, in 1852, to Congress, as a

Whig.

His vigorous opposition to

repeal of the Missouri

Compromise resulted

tlie

in

a Representative in 1854. At
the expiration of his second term (1857) he was
chosen Judge of the eleventh circuit, to fill the
unexpired terra of Judge Randall, resigned. He
was once more elected to Congress in 1862, but
di.sagreed with his party as to the legal status of
the States latelj' in rebellion. President Johnson
appointed him LTnited States Attorney for the
Northern District of Illinois, whit'h office he filled
until 18G9.
Immediately upon his retirement he
began private practice at Chicago, where he died,
his re-election as

August

3,

1875.

NORWOOD PARK, a village of Cook County,
& Northwestern Railroad (Wis-

on the Chicago

consin Divi.sion), 11 miles northwest of Chicago.
Population (1890), 616.

JfOYES, George Clement, clergyman, was born
August 4, 1833, brought by

at Landaff, N. H.,

his parents to Pike County,

111., in 1844, and, at
the age of 16, determined to devote his life to the
ministry in 1851, entered Illinois College at Jacksonville, graduating with first lionors in the class
of 1855.
In the following autumn lie entereil
Union Theological Seminary in New York, and.
;

having graduated in 1858, was ordained tlie same
and installed pastor of the First PresbyHere he remained

year,

terian Cliurch at Laporte, Ind.
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ten years, when he accepted a call to the First
Presbyterian Church of Evanston, 111., then a
small organization which developed, during the
twenty years of his pastorate, into one of the
strongest and most influential churches in Evans-

For a number of years Dr. Noyes was an
and weekly correspondent of
"The New York Evangelist," over the signature
of "Clement. ' He was also, for several years, an
active and very .efficient member of the Board of
Trustees of Knox College. The liberal bent of
his mind was illustrated in the fact that he acted
as counsel for Prof. David Swing, during the cele-

ton.

editorial writer

brated trial of the latter for heresy before the
his argument on that
Chicago Presbytery
occasion winning encomiums from all classes of
people.
His death took place at Evanston, Jan.
14, 1889, as the result of an attack of pneumonia,
and was deeply deplored, not only by his own
church and denomination, but bj' the whole community. Some two weeks after it occurred a
union meeting was held in one of the churches at
Evanston, at which addresses in commemoration
of his services were delivered by some dozen
ministers of that village and of Chicago, while
various social and literary organizations and the
He
press bore testimonj- to his high character.
was a member of the Literary Society of Chicago,
and, during the last year of his life, served as its

—

President.

Dr. Noyes

was married,

in 18.58, to a

daughter of David A. Smith, Esq., an honored
citizen and able lawyer of Jacksonville.

OAKLAND, a village of Coles County, at the
junction of the Terre Haute & Peoria and the
& Kansas City Railways. 15
miles northeast of Charleston. The district is
agricultural, and the town has a bank and a
newspaper. Population (1880), 727; (1890), 99.").
OAK PARK, a village of Cook County, and
popular residence suburb of Chicago, 9 miles
west of the initial station of the Chicago &
Toledo, St. Louis

Northwestern Railroad, on which it is located is
upon the line of the Wisconsin Central Rail;

also

The place has numerous churches,

road.

pros-

perous schools, a public library, telegraph and
express offices, banks and two local papers.
Population (1880), 1,888; (1890), 4,771.
OBERLY, John H., journalist and Civil Serv-

He worked in various offices, including
the Wooster paper, where he also began the study
of law, but, in 1860, became part proprietor of
1857.

"The Bulletin" job office at Memphis, in which
he had been emploj'ed as an apprentice, and,
later, as foreman.
Having been notified to leave
Memphis on account of his LTnion principles
after the beginning of the Civil War, he returned
to Wooster, Ohio, and conducted various papers
there during the next four years, but, in 1865,
came to Cairo, 111., where he served for a time as
foreman of "The Cairo Democrat," three years
"The Cairo Bulletin. Although
paper was burned out a few months later,
In 1873 he
it was immediately re-established.
was elected Representative in the Twenty-eighth
General Assembly, and, in 1877, was appointed
by Governor Cullom the Democratic member of
the Railroad and Warehouse Commission, serving
four years, meanwhile (in 1880) being the DemoOther
cratic candidate for Secretary of State.
positions held by him included Mayor of the city
of Cairo (1869) President of the National Typographical Union at Chicago (1865), and at Memphis (186G) delegate to the Democratic National
Convention at Baltimore (1873), and Chairman of
Central
Committee
the
Democratic
State
After retiring from the Railroad and
(1883-84).
AVarehouse Commission, he united in founding
"The Bloomington (111.) Bulletin," of which he
was editor some three years. During President
Cleveland's administration he was appointed a
member of the Civil Service Commission, being
later transferred to the Commissionership of
Indian Affairs. He was subsequently connected
in an editorial capacity with "The Washington
Post," "The Richmond (Va.) State," "The Concord (N. H.) People and Patriot" and "The Wa.shington Times." While engaged in an attempt to
reorganize "The People and Patriot," he died at
Concord, N. H., April 15, 1899.
ODD FELLOWS. "Western Star" Lodge, No.
later establishing

;

was instituted at Alton, June 11.
In 1838 the Grand Lodge of Illinois was
same place, and reorganized, at
Springfield, in 1843.
S. C. Pierce was the first
1,

I.

O. O. F.,

1836.

instituted at the

Grand Master, and Samuel L. Miller, Grand SecWildey Encampment, No. 1, was organized at Alton in 1838, and the Grand Encampment,

retary.

at Peoria, in

began learning the printer's trade in the office of "The Wooster (Ohio) Republican, " completing it at Memphis,
Tenn and becoming a journeyman printer in

of the Order

Commissioner,
6,

1837

;

Allegheny County,

,

Pa., but, in

18.")3,

'

;

was born in Cincinnati,
spent part of his boyhood in

ice

Ohio, Dec.

'

tlie latter

1850,

with Charles H. Constable

Grand Patriarch. In 1850 the subordinate branches
numbered seventj'-six, with 3,391
members, and §35,393.87 revenue. In 1895 the
Lodges numbered 838, the membership 50. .544,
with §475,252.18 revenue, of which §135,018.40
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&

Fond du Lac

was expended for relief. The Encampment
branch, in l8i(o. embraced 179 organizations with
a membership of 6.812 and §23,865.25 revenue, of

Galena

The
§6,781.40 was paid out for relief.
for the same j-ear. comprised 422
Lodges, with 22,000 members and §43,215.65
revenue, of which §3,122.79 was for relief. The
total sum distributed for relief by the several
organizations (1895) was $144,972,59, The Order
was especially liberal in its benefactions to the
sufferers by the Chicago fire of 1871, an appeal to
its members calling forth a generous response

also controlled various other interests of public

whicli

Rebekah branch,

throughout the United States.

(See

Odd

Fellows'

Orjihcins Hninc.)

ODD FELLOWS' ORPHANS' HOME, a benevo
lent institution, incorporated in 1889, erected at
111. under the auspices of the Daughters
Rebekah (see Odd FfUows). and dedicated
August 19, 1892. The building is four stories in
height, has a capacity for the accommodation of
fifty children, and cost §36,524.76, exclusive of

Lincoln,

,

of

forty acres of land valued at §8,000.

ODELL, a

village of Living.ston County,

and

on the Chicago & Alton Railway, 82
miles south-southwest of Chicago. It is in a
grain and stock-raising region. Population (1880),

station

908: (1890), 800.

ODIN, a

dent of the Chicago,

and effected

Riiilroad,

St.
its

consolidation with the

&

Chicago Union. Out of this consolidation sprang the Chicago & Northwestern Railway Company, of which he was elected President.
In 1850 he presided over the National Pacific
Railroad Convention, and, upon the formation of
the Union Pacific Railroad Company, he became
He was largely connected with
its President.
the inception of the Northern Pacific line, in the
success of which he was a firm believer. He
importance, among them the great lumbering
establishments at Peshtigo, Wis., and, at the time
of his death, was the owner of what was probably
the largest plant of that description in the world.
His benefactions were numerous, among the
recipients being the Rush Medical College, of
which he was President; the Theological Semi-

nary of the Northwest, the Chicago Historical
Academy of Sciences, the University
of Chicago, the Astronomical Society, and many
other educational and benevolent institutions
and organizations in the Northwest. Died, in
New York City, August 3, 1877. (See Chicago &

Society, the

Ra ilroad. )
OGLE, Joseph, pioneer, was born in Virginia
came to Illinois in 1785, settling in the

Xorfli western

Marion County, at the crossing of the Chicago branch of the Illinois Central
and the Baltimore & Ohio Southwestern Railways, 244 miles south by west from Chicago.
There are two newspapers and a bank here.

in 1741,

Population

by his neighbors to serve as Captain in their
skirmishes with the Indians. Died, at his home
Captain
in St. Clair County, in February, 1821.
Ogle had the reputation of being the earliest convert to Methodism in Illinois. Ogle County, in
Northern Illinois, was named in his honor.
Jacob (Ogle), son of the preceding, also a native
of Virginia, was born about 1772, came to Illinois
with his father in 1785, and was a "Ranger" in

village of

(1880), 724:

(1890), 817,

O'FALLON, a village of St. Clair County, on
the Baltimore & Ohio Southwestern Railway, 18
miles east of St. Louis: the region is agricultural.
The town has a bank and a new.spaper. Population (1880), 923: (1890),

86.5.

OGDEN, William Butler, capitalist and Rail
way President, born at Walton, X. Y., June 15,
1805.
He was a member of the New York Legislature in 1834, and, the following year,

removed

to Chicago, where he established a land and trust
agency. He took an active part in the various
enterprises centering around Chicago, and, on
the incorporation of the city, was elected its first

Mayor.

He was prominently

construction of

the

Railroad, and, in

Galena

1847,

with the
Chicago Union

identified

&

became

its

President.

visiting Europe in 1853, he made a careful
study of the canals of Holland, which convinced
him of the desirability of widening and deepening the Illinois & Michigan Canal and of constructing a ship canal across the southern
peninsula of Michigan. In 1855 he became Presi-

While

American Bottom within the present County of
Monroe, but afterwards removed to St. Clair
County, about the site of the present town of
O'Fallon, 8 miles north of Belleville; was selected

the

War

of 1812.

He

served as a Representative

from St. Clair County in the Third General
Assembly (1822), and again in the Seventh
(1830), in the former being an opponent of the
Beyond two
pro-slavery convention scheme.
terms in the Legislature he seems to have held
no public office except that of Justice of the
Peace.
Like his father, he was a zealous MethoDied, in 1844, aged 72
dist and highly respected.
years.

OGLE COUNTY, next to the "northern tier" of
counties of the State and originally a part of Jo
Daviess.
It was separately organized in 1837,
and Lee County was carved from its territory in

)
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In 1890 its area was ,780 square miles, and
population 28,710. Before the Black Hawk

1839.
its

War

immigration was slow, and life primitive.
Peoria was the nearest food market. New grain
was "ground" on a grater, and old pounded
with an extemporized pestle in a wooden mortar.
Rock River flows across the county from northA little oak timber grows
east to southwest.
its banks, but, generally speaking, the surface is undulating prairie, with soil of a rich
loam. Sandstone is in ample supply, and all the
limestones abound. An extensive peat-bed has
been discovered on the Killbuck Creek. Oregon,
the county-seat, has fine water-power. The other
principal towns are Rochelle, Polo, Forreston and

along

Mount

Morris.

OGLESBY, Richard James, Governor and
United States Senator, was born in Oldham
County, Ky., July 25, 1824; left an orphan at the
age of 8 years in 1836 accompanied an uncle to
Decatur, 111., where, until 1844, he worked at
farming, carpentering and rope-making, devoting
In 1845 he
his leisure hours to the study of law.
was admitted to the bar and began practice at
1846
he was
County.
In
Moultrie
SuUivan, in
commissioned a Lieutenant in the Fourth RegiregiBaker's
(Col.
Illinois
Volunteers
E.
D.
ment,
ment), and served through the Mexican War,
the
Cruz
and
of
Vera
in
the
siege
part
taking
In 1847 he pursued a
battle of Cerro Gordo.
course of study at the Louisville Law Scliool,
graduating in 1848. He was a "forty-niner" in
In
California, but returned to Decatur in 1851.
1858 he made an unsuccessful campaign for ConIn 1860 he was
gress in the Decatur District.
;

and

political friends in all parts of the

who admired

his strict

integrity

Union,

and sterling

patriotism.

OHIO, IJfDIAiVA &

WESTERN RAILWAY.

&

Eastern Railroad.)
affluent of the Mississippi,
formed by the union of the Monongahela and
Allegheny Rivers, at Pittsburg, Pa. At this point
it becomes a navigable stream about 400 yards
wide, with an elevation of about 700 feet above
sea-level.
The beauty of the scenery along its
banks secured for it, from the early French
explorers (of whom La Salle was one), the name
of "La Belle Riviere."
Its general course is to
the southwest, but with many sinuosities, forming the southern boundary of the States of Ohio,
Indiana and Illinois, and the western and northern boundary of West Virginia and Kentucky,
until it enters the Mississippi at Cairo, in latitude
37° N., and about 1.200 miles above the mouth of
the latter stream. The area wliich it drains is
computed to be 214,000 square miles. Its mouth
is 268 feet above the level of the sea.
The current
is remarkably gentle and uniform, except near
Louisville, where there is a descent of twentytwo feet within two miles, whicli is evaded by
means of a canal around the falls. Large steamboats can navigate its whole length, except in low
stages of water and when closed bj' ice in winter.
Its largest affluents are the Tennessee, the Cumberland, the Kentucky, the Great Kanawha and
the Green Rivers, from the south, and the Wabash, the Miami, Scioto and Muskingum from the
(See Peoria

OHIO RIVER, an

The principal

cities on its banks are PittsEvansAlbany, Madison and Cairo. It is
crossed by bridges at Wheeling, Cincinnati and
Cairo.
The surface of the Ohio is subject to a

north.

burg, Wheeling, Cincinnati, Louisville,

New

elected to the

State Senate, but early in 1861
resigned liis seat to accept the colonelcy of the
Eighth Illinois Volunteers. Through gallantry

ville.

(notably at Forts Henry and Donelson and at
Corinth) he rose to be Major-General, being sewounded in the last-named battle. He
resigned his commission on account of disability,

variation of forty-two to fifty-one feet between
high and low water. Its length is 975 miles, and

verely
in

May,

1864,

and the following November was

elected Governor, as a Republican. In 1873 he
was re-elected Governor, but, two weeks after
his inauguration, resigned to accept a seat in the
United States Senate, to which he was elected

by the Legislature of 1873. In 1884 he was
elected Governor for the third time— being the
only man in the history of the State who (up to
the present time 1899) has been thus honored.
After the expiration of his last term as Governor,
he devoted his attention to his private affairs at
his home at Elkhart, in Logan County, where he
died, April 34, 1899, deeply mourned by personal

—

width varies from 400 to 1,000 yards.
Immdntions, Remarkable.
its

OHIO & MISSISSIPPI RAILWAY,
timore

&

(See

(See Bal-

Ohio Southu-estern Railroad.)

OLNEY, an

incorporated city and the county-

seat of Ricliland County, 31 miles west of Vin-

cennes, Ind., and 117 miles east of St. Louis, Mo.,

& Ohio Southwestern and the Peoria, Decatur & Evansville
Railways. The surrounding region is agricultural, and tlie town is an important shipping and
commercial point, besides having some manufactories, including flour and woolen mills, furniture
factories and railway repair shops.
It has a public library, two banks (one National and one

at the junction of the Baltimore
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and

five

weekly newspapers, one
Population (1880),

daily edition.

issuinf,'

3,51-2;

a

(18U0),

3,831.

OMELVENY,

John, pioneer and head of a
numerous family which became prominent in
Southern Illinois; was a native of Ireland who
came to America about 1798 or 1799. A fter residing in Kentucky a few years, he removed to Illinois, locating in what afterwards became Pope
County, whither his oldest son, Samuel, had
preceded him about 1797 or 1798. The latter for
a time followed the occupation of flat-boating,
carrying produce to New Orleans. He was a
member of the Constitutional Convention of 1818
from Pope County, being the colleague of Handet
Ferguson. A year later he removed to Randolph
County, where he served as a member of the

County Court, but, in 1820-22, we find him a
of the Second General Assemblj' from
Union County, having successfully contested the
seat of Samuel Alexander, who had received the

member

He died in 1828.—Edward
(Omelveny), another member of this family, and
grandson of the elder John Omelveny, represented
Monroe County in the Fifteenth General Assemcertificate of election.

bly (1846-48),

and was Presidential Elector

in

but died sometime during the Civil War.
Harvey K. S. (Omelveny), the fifth son of William Omelveny and grandson of John, was born
in Todd County, Ky., in 1823, came to Southern
Illinois, in 1852, and engaged in the practice of
law, being for a time the partner of Senator
Thomas E. Merritt, at Salem. Early in 1858 he
was elected a Justice of the Circuit Court to
succeed Judge Breese, who had been promoted to
the Supreme Court, but resigned in 1861. He
gained considerable notoriety by his intense
hostility to the policy of the Government during
the Civil War, was a Delegate to the Constitutional Convention of 1S62, and was named as a
member of the Peace Commission proposed to be
appointed by the General As.sembly, in 1863, to
secure terms of peace with the Southern Confederacy. He was also a leading spirit in the
peace meeting held at Peoria, in August, 1863.
In 1869 Mr. Omelveny removed to Los Angeles,
Cal., which has since been his home, and where
he has carried on a lucrative law practice.
ONARyA, a town in Iroquois County, on the
Illinois Central Railroad, 85 miles south by west
from Cliicago. and 43 miles north by east from
Champaign. It is a manufacturing town, flour,
wagons, wire-fencing, stoves and tile being
among the products. It has a bank, eight
churches, a graded school, a commercial college.
1852,

ILLLNOI,^

(iK

and a weekly

newspaper.

4Uli

Population (1880),

1,U61; (1890), 994.

ONEIDA, a city in Knox County, on the ChiBurlington & yuincy Railroad, 12 miles
northeast of Galesburg. It has manufactories of
cago,

wagons, pumps and furniture, two banks, several
churches, a graded school, and a weekly paper.
The surrounding country is a rich prairie, where
coal is mined about twenty feet below the surPopulation (1880), 919; (1890), 699.
0(^UAWKA, the county-seat of Henderson
County, situated on the Jlississippi River, about
15 miles above Burlington, Iowa, and 32 miles
west of Galesburg.
It is in a farming region,
but has some manufactories.
The town has
five churches, a graded school, a bank and three
newspapers. Population (1890), about 1,100.
ORDINANCE OF 1787. This is the name
given to the first organic act, passeil by Congress,
for the government of the territory northwest of
the Ohio River, comprising the present States of
Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan and Wisconsin.
The first step In this direction was taken in tlie
appointment, by Congress, on Man^h 1, 1784, of a
face.

(committee, of

which Thomas Jefferson was Chair-

man, to prepare a plan for the temporary government of the region which had been acquired, by
the capture of Kaskaskia, by Col. (feorge Rogers
Clark, nearly six years previous.

The necessity

for some step of this sort had grown all the more
urgent, in consequence of the recognition of the
right of the United States to this region by the
Treaty of Paris of 1783. and the surrender, by Virginia, of the title she had maintained thereto on
account of Clark's conquest under her auspices—
a right which she had exercised by furnishing
whatever semblance of government so far existed
northwest of the Ohio. The report submitted
from Jefferson's ccjnimittee proposed the division
of the Territory into seven States, to which was
adiled the proviso that, after the year 1800, "there
shall be neither slavery nor involuntary servitude
in any of said States, otherwise than in punishment of crime whereof the partj' shall have been
duly convicted." This report failed of adoption,
however, Congress contenting itself with the
passivge of a resolution providing for future
organization of this territory into States by the
people the measures necessary for temporary
government being left to future Congressional
action.
While the postponement, in the resolution as introduced by Jefferson, of the inhibition of slavery to the year 1800, has been

—

criticised, its introduction was significant, as
coming from a representative from a slave State,
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proposition in Congress looking to restriction, of any character, on the subject
of slavery.
Congress having taken no further

water-power and manufacturing is carried on to
some extent, the chief output being flour, pianos
and iron castings. It has banks and three weeklj-

step under the resolution adopted in 1784, the
condition of the country (thus left practically
without a responsible government, while increas-

newspapers.

and being the

ing

in

first

population)

became

constantly

a

more

An appeal from the people about
Kaskaskia for some better form of government,
in 1786, aided by the influence of the newly
organized "Ohio Company," who desired to encourage emigration to the lands which they were
planning to secure from the General Government,
at last brought about the desired result, in the
passage of the famous "Ordinance,'" on the 13th
day of July, 1787. While making provision for a
mode of temporary self-government by the
people, its most striking features are to be found
in the six "articles"— a sort of "Bill of Rights"—
with which the document closes. These assert;
(1) the right of freedom of worship and religious
opinion; (9) the right to the benefit of habeas
corpus and trial by jury to proportionate representation, and to protection in liberty and property (3) that "religion, morality and knowledge,
being necessary to good government and the
happiness of mankind, schools and the means of
education shall forever be encouraged" (4) that
the States, formed within the territory referred
to, "shall forever remain a part of this confederacy of the United States of America, subject to
the Articles of Confederation and to such alterations therein as shall be constitutionally made"
(5) prescribe the boundaries of the States to be
formed therein and the conditions of their admission into the Union and (6 and most significant
of all) repeat the prohibition regarding the
introduction of slavery into the Northwest Territory, as proposed by Jefferson, but without any
There has been considerqualification as to time.
able controversy regarding the authorship of this
deplorable.

;

;

;

;

;

—

portion of the Ordinance, into which it is not
necessary to enter here. While it has been characterized as a second and advanced Declaration

—

of Independence and probably no single act of
Congress was ever fraught with more important

—

seems remarkable
that a majority of the States supporting it and
securing its adoption, were then, and long con-

and far-reaching

results

summer

It

has also obtained some repute as
Population (1880), 1.088;

resort.

(1890), 1,566.

it

tinued to be, slave States.
OREGON, the county-seat of Ogle County, situated on Rock River, and the Chicago, Bvu-lington
& Northern Railroad, 100 miles west from ChiThe principal piu-suit of the surrounding
cago.
region is agriculture, although the town has good

ORION, a village of Henry County, at the interRock Island Division of the Chicago,
Burlington & Quincy and the Rock Island &
Peoria Railways, 19 miles southeast of Rock
Island.
Population (1880), 604; (1890), 624.

section of the

OSBORjV, WilUam Henry, Railway President,
was born at Salem, Mass., Deo. 21, 1820. After
receiving a high school education in his native
town, he entered the counting room of the East

India house of Peele, Hubbell & Co. was subsequently sent to represent the firm at Manila,
finally engaging in business on his own account,
during which he traveled extensively in Europe.
Returning to the United States in 1853, he took
up his residence in New York, and, having married the daughter of Jonathan Sturges, one of the
original incorporators and promoters of the Illinois Central Railroad, he soon after became associated with that enterprise. In August, 1854, he
was chosen a Director of the Company, and, on
Dec. 1, 1855, became its third President, serving
;

in the latter position nearly ten years (until July
in all,
11, 1865), and, as a Director, until 1877

—

twenty-two years. After retiring from his connection with the IlUnois Central Railroad, Mr.
Osborn gave his attention largely to enterprises
of an educational and benevolent character in aid
of the unfortunate classes in the State of

New

York.

OSBORNE, Thomas

and diplomatist,
was born in Licking County, Oliio, August 11,
1833; graduated from the Ohio University at
Athens, in 1854; studied law at Crawfordsville,
Ind., with Gen. Lew Wallace, was admitted to
the bar and began practice in Chicago. Early in
the war for the Union he joined the "Yates
Phalanx," which, after some delay on account of
the quota being full, was mustered into the service,

0., soldier

in August, 1861, as the Thirty-ninth Illinois

Volunteers, the subject of this sketch being commissioned its Lieutenant-Colonel. His promotion
to the colonelcy soon followed, the regiment

being sent east to guard the Baltimore & Ohio
Railroad, wliere it met the celebrated Stonewall
Jackson, and took part in many important engagements, including the battles of Winchester,
Bermuda Hundreds, and Drury's Bluif, besides
the sieges of Charleston and Petersburg. At
Bermuda Hundreds Colonel Osborne was severely
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wounded, losing the use

of

right arm.

liis

lie

bore a conspicuou.s part in the operations about
tlie capture of the
his services being recognized bj-

Riclimond which resulted in
rebel capital,

promotion to the brevet rank of JIajor-Cieneral.
At the close of the war he returned to the praclaw in Chicago, but, in 1874. was appointed
Consul-General and Slinister-Resident to the
Argentine Republic, remaining in that position
until June, 1885, when he resigned, resuming his

tice of

residence in Chicago.

OSWEGO, a village in Kendall County, on the
Aurora and Streator branch of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railway, 6 miles south of
Aurora.

Population

(1880), 663;

(1890), G41.

OTT.iWA, the county -seat and principal city
of La Salle Count}", being incorporated as a village in 1838, and, as a city, in 18.53.
It is located
at the confluence of the Illinois and Fox Rivers
and on the Illinois & Michigan Canal. It is the
intersecting point of the Chicago, Rock Island &
Pacific Railway and the Streator branch of the
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy, 98 miles east of
Rock Island and 83 miles west-southwest of Chicago. The surrounding region abounds in coal.
Sand of a superior quality' for the manufacture of
glass is found in the vicinity and the place has
e.xtensive glass works.
Other manufactured
products are brick, drain-tile, sewer-pipe, tileroofing, pottery, organs, cigars,

wagons and

car-

riages, besides agricultural implements, saddlery

and harness, and pumps. The city has many
handsome public buildings and private residences,

among the former, tlie Appellate
(formerly Supreme) Court House for the Northern
It also has several public parks, one of
which (South Park) contains a medicinal spring.
There are a dozen churches and numerous public
school buildings, including a high school. The
city is lighted by gas and electricity, has electric
street railways, good sewerage, and water-works
supplied from over l.^O artesian wells and numerous natural .springs. It has one private and two
national banks, five libraries, and eight weekly
newspapers (three German), of which four issue
Population (1880), 7,834; (1890),
daily editions.
including,

Division.

9,985,

OTTAWA, CHICAGO & FOX RIVER VALLEY
RAILROAD.

(.See

Ch Icdfj.K nurlingtnn

<i.-

Quincy

Railroad.)

OUTAGAMIES,

a name given, by

to the Indian tribe

known

as tlie

French,
Foxes. (See
tlie

Sacs and Fo.ven.)

OWEX, Thomas

J.

V., early

legislator

and

Indian Agent, was born in Kentucky, April

5,

1801

;

1830,
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came to Illinois at an early day, and, in
was elected to the Seventh General Assem-

bly from Randolph County; the following year
was appointed Indian Agent at Chicago, as successor to Dr, Alexander Wolcott, who had died in
the latter part of 1830. 5Ir. Owen served as

Indian Agent until 1833; was a iiieniber of the
first Board of Town Trustees of the village of Chiand one of
the Government Commissioners who conducted
the treaty with the Pottawatomie and other
tribes of Indians at Chicago, in September, 1833.
Died, in Chicago, Oct. 15, 1835.
cago, Commissioner of Scliool Lands,

P.VDDOCK, Gaius, pioneer, a native of Massawas born in 17.58; at the age of 17 he
entered the Colonial Army, serving until the
close of the Revolutionary War, and being in
Washington's command at the crossing of the
Delaware. After the war he removed to Verchusetts,

mont; Viut, in 1815, went to Cincinnati, and, a
year later, to St. Charles, Mo. Then, after having spent about a year at St. Louis, in 1818 he
located in Madison County, 111., at a point afterwards known as "Paddock's Grove," and which
became one of the most prosperous agricultural
sections of Southern Illinois.

PAIXE,

Died, in 1831.

(Gen.) Eleazer A., soldier,

was born

Parlaiian, Geau,5a County, Ohio, Sept,

10,

in

1815;

graduated at West Point Military Academy, in
1839, and was assigned to the First Infantry,
serving in the Florida War (1839-40), but resigned,
Oct. 11, 1840,
He then studied law and practiced

and
meanwhile serving

at Painesville, Ohio, (1843-48),

at

Monmouth,

in tlie lower
General Assembly
(18.53-.53),
Before leaving Ohio, he had been
Deputy United States Marshal and Lieutenant111.,

(1848-61),

branch of the Eighteenth

Colonel of the State Militia, and. in Illinois,
became Brigadier-General of Militia (1845-48).

He was appointed Colonel of the Ninth Illinois in
April, 1861, and served through the war, being
promoted Brigadier-General in September, 1861.
The fir.st dutj' performed by his regiment, after
this date, was the occupation of Paducah, Ky.,
where he was in command. Later, it took part
in tlie capture of Forts Henry and Donelson,
the battles of Sliiloh, New Madrid and Corinth,
and also in the various engagements in Northern
Georgia and in the "march to the sea." From
November, 1862, to May, 1864, General Paine was
guarding railroad lines in Central Tennessee,
and, during a part of 18G4, in command of the
We.stern District of Kentucky. He re.signed,
April 5, l^<(!.">, and died in .lersey City, Dec. 16,
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A

sturdy Union man, he performed his
duty as a soldier with greafzeal and efficiency.
PALATINE, a village of Cook County, on the
AVisconsin Division of the Chicago & Northwestern Railroad, 26 miles northwest from Chicago.
There are flour and planing mills here dairying
and farming are leading industries of the surrounding country. Population (1880), 731; (1890),
1882.

;

891.

PALESTINE, a town in Crawford County,
about 2 miles from the Wabash River, 7 miles
east of Robinson, and 35 miles south by west from
Terre Haute, on the Indiana & Illinois Southern
Railway. It has several churches, a graded
school, a bank, two weekly newspapers, flour and
woolen mills, plow works and car shops. Population (1880), 735; (1890), 732.

PALMER, Frank W., journalist, ex-Congressman and Public Printer, was born at Manchester,
Dearborn County, Ind.,Oct. 11, 1827; learned the
printer's trade at Jamestown, N. Y., afterwards
edited "The Jamestown Journal," and served
two terms in tlie New York Legislature in 1858
removed to Dubuque, Iowa, and edited "The
Dubuque Times," was elected to Congress in 1860,
and again in 1868 and 1872, meanwhile having
purchased "The Des Moines Register," which he
edited for several years. In 1873 he removed to
Chicago and became editor of "The Inter Ocean,"
remaining two years; in 1877 was appointed Postmaster of the city of Chicago, serving eight years.
;

Shortly after the accession of President Harrison,
in 1889, he was appointed Public Printer, continuing in office until the accession of President Cleveland in 1893, when he returned to newspaper work,

but resumed his old place at the head of the
Government Printing Bureau after the inauguration of President SIcKinley in 1897.

PALMER, John

JlcCaiiley, lawyer, soldier

and

United States Senator, was born in Scott County,
Ky., Sept. 13, 1817; removed with his father to
Madison County, 111., in 1831, and, four years
entered Shurtleff College, at Upper Alton,
later taught and studied law, being
admitted to the bar in 1839. In 1843 he was
elected Probate Judge of Macoupin County, also
later,

as a student

;

served in the State Constitutional Convention of
1847; after discharging the duties of Probate and
County Judge, was elected to the State Senate, to
fill a vacancy, in 1852, and re-elected in 1854, as
an Anti-Nebraska Democrat, casting his vote for
Lyman Trumbull for United States Senator in
1855, but resigned his seat in 1856 was President
of the first Republican State Convention, held at
Bloomington in the latter year, and appointed a
;

delegate to the National Convention at Philadelphia was an unsuccessful candidate for Congress
in 1859, and chosen a Presidential Elector on the
Republican ticket in 1860 served as a member of
the National Peace Conference of 1861 entered
the army as Colonel of the Fourteenth Regiment
Illinois Volunteer Infantry was promoted Brigadier General, in November, 1861, taking part in
the campaign in Tennessee up to Chickamauga,
assuming the command of the Fourteenth Army
Corps with the rank of Major-General, but was
relieved at his own request before Atlanta.
In
1865 he was assigned, by President Lincoln, to
command of the Military Department of Kentucky, but, in September, 1866, retired from the
service, and, in 1867, became a citizen of Springfield.
The following year he was elected Governor, as a Republican, but, in 1872, supported
Horace Greeley for President, and has since cooperated with the Democratic party. He was
three times the unsuccessful candidate of his
party for United States Senator, and was their
nominee for Governor in 1888, but defeated. In
1890 he was formally nominated for United
States Senator by the Democratic State Convention of that year, and, at the subsequent session
of the Legislature, was elected after a protracted
contest, receiving the votes of two of the Farmers' Mutual Alliance members, besides the full
Democratic vote, on the 154th ballot. His term
expired, March 4, 1897. Since retii-ing from the
Senate, General Palmer lias devoted his attention
to the practice of his profession at Springfield
and to the preparation of a volume of Reminiscences of his own life, wliich promises to be an
interesting contribution to the history of the
;

;

;

;

countr}'.

PALMER, Potter, merchant and capitalist,
was born in Albany County, N. Y. in 1825;
received an English education and became a
junior clerk in a country store at Durham,
,

Greene County, in that State, three years later
being placed in charge of tlie business, and finally
engaging in business on his own account. Coming to Chicago in 1852, he embarked in the dr3'goods business on Lake Street, establishing the
house which afterwards became Field, Leiter &
Co. (now Marshall Field & Co.), from which heretired, in 1865, with the basis of an ample fortune,
which has since been immensely increased by
fortunate operations in real estate. Mr. Palmer
was Second Vice-President of the first Board of
Local Directors of the World's Columbian Exposition in 1891.—Mrs. Bertha M. Hoiiore (Palmeri,
wife of the preceding, is the daughter of H. H.
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Honore, formerly a prominent real-estate owner
and operator of Clii(af,'o. She is a native of
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Ne%v York City in 1838, where he completed his legal studies and was admitted to the
Here
'bar, removing to Lockport, 111., in 1842.
he successively edited a paper, served as Master
in Chancery and in an engineering corps on the
Illinois & Michigan Canal; was elected County
Judge in 1849, removed to Joliet, and, for a time,
acted as an attorney of the Chicago & Rock
Island, the Michigan Central and the Chicago
& Alton Railroads; was also a Trustee of the
Institution for the Deaf and Dumb at Jackson-

went

to

bian Exposition of 1893.
PALJIYRA, a village of Macoupin County, on
the Springfield Division of the St. Louis, Chicago
& St. Paul Railway, 33 miles southwest from
Springfield has some local manufactories, a bank
and a newspaper. Population (1890), .505.
PAX A, an important railway center and principal city of Christian County, situated in the
southeastern part of the County, and at the intersecting point of the Baltimore & Ohio Southwestern, the Illinois Central and the Cleveland,
Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis Railroads, 35
miles south by west from Decatur, and 42 miles
southeast of Springfield. It is an important shipping-point for grain and has two elevators. Its
mechanical establishments include two flouring
mills, a foundry, two machine shops and two
planing mills. The surrounding region is rich in
Pana has
coal, which is extensively mined.
banks, several churches, graded schools, and

ville;

was elected Representative in 18.52, became
and served on the first Republican

three papers issuing daily and weekly editions.
Population (1880), 3,009; (1890), 5,077.

consin Division of the Chicago & Northwestern
Railroad, 13 miles northwest of Chicago.
Popu-

Louisville, Ky., where her girlhood was chiefly
though she was educated at a convent near
Baltimore, Md. Later she came with her family
to Chicago, and, in 1870, was mari-ied to Potter
Palmer. Mrs. Palmer has been a recognized
leader in many social and benevolent movements,
but won the highest praise by her ability and
administrative skill, exhibited as President of the

spent,

Board of Lady Managers of the World's Colum-

;

PAXA, SPRINGFIELD & NORTHWESTERN

RAILROAD.

(See

icesteni Railroad.

Baltimore

*

Ohio Soutli-

a Republican

State Central Committee (1856); the same year
was elected to the State Senate, and was a

Commissioner of the State Penitentiary in 1864.
In 1873 Mr. Parks joined in the Liberal-Republican movement, was defeated for Congress, and
afterwards acted with the Democratic party.
Died, Dec. 28, 1895.

PARKS, Lawson A., journalist, was born at
Mecklenburg, N. C, April 15, 1813; learned the
printing trade at Charlotte, in tliat State came
to St. Louis in 1833, and, in 1836, assisted in estab;

"The Alton Telegraph," but sold his
Then, having offiinterest a few years later.
ciated as pastor of Presbyterian churches for some
years, in 1854 he again became associated with
"The Telegraph," acting as its editor. Died at
Alton, March 31, 1875.
PARK RIDGE, a suburban village on the Wislishing

lation (1880), 4.57; (1890), 987.

PARTRIDGE,

Charles Addison, journalist and

Assistant Adjutant-General of the

)

Grand Army

flourishing city, the

of the Republic, w»as born in Westford, Chittenden

county-seat of Edgar County. It is an important
railwaj' center, situated 19 miles west-northwest
of Terre Haute, 36 miles south of Danville, and
170 miles east-northeast of St. Louis. It stands
in the heart of a wealthy and populous agricultural region, and has a prosperous trade. Its

County, Vt. Dec. 8, 1843 came with his parents
to Lake County, 111, in 1844, and spent his boyhood on a farm, receiving his education in the
district school, with four terms in a high school
at Burlington, Wis.
At 16 he taught a winter
district school near his boyhood home, and at 18
enlisted in what became Company C of the
Ninety-sixth Regiment Illinois Volunteers, being
mustered into the service as Eighth Corporal at
Rockford. His regiment becoming attached to
the Army of the Cumberland, he participated
with it in the battles of Chickamauga and the
Atlanta campaign, as well as those of Franklin
and Nashville, and has taken a just pride in the
fact tliat he never fell out on the march, took
medicine from a doctor or was absent from his
regiment during its term of service, except for
four months while recovering from a gun-shot

PARIS, a handsome and

industries include foundries, flour, saw and planing mills and car shops. The city has two

National banks and three daily and weekly newspapers, besides a court house, seven churches,

graded schools, and a Normal Academy.

Popu-

lation (1880), 4,373; (1890), 4,996.

PARIS & DECATUR RAILROAD.
Haute

d-

(See Terre

Peoria Railroad.)

PARIS & TERRE HAUTE RAILROAD.
Terre Haute

&

(See

Peoria Railroad.)
D. A., lawyer, was born at
Bristol, Ontario County, N. Y., Sept. 17, 1817;

PARKS, Gavion

,

;
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received ai, Chiokamauga. He was promoted successively to Sergeant, Sergeant-Major,
and commissioned Second Lieutenant of liis old

wound

company,

which

of

his father

was

First Lieviten-

ant for six months and until forced to resign on
account of impaired health. Receiving his final
discharge, June 28, 1865, he returned to the farm,
where he remained until 1869, in the meantime
being married to Miss Jennie E. Earle, in 1866,
and teaching school one winter. In 1869 he was
elected County Treasurer of Lake County on the

Republican ticket, and re-elected in 1871 in
January of the latter year, purchased an interest
in "The Waukegan Gazette," with which he
remained associated some fifteen years, at first as
the partner of Rev. A. K. Fox, and later of his
younger brother, H. E. Partridge. In 1877 he
was appointed, by President Hayes, Postmaster
at Waukegan, serving four years; in 1886 was
;

elected to the Legislature, serving (by successive
elections) as Representative in the Thirty-fifth,

Thirty-sixth and Thirty-seventh General Assemblies, being frequently called upon to occupy the
Speaker's chair, and, especially during the long
Senatorial contest of 1891, being recognized as a
leader of the Republican minority.

was

In 1888 he

called to the service of the Republican State

Central Committee (of which he had previously
been a member), as assistant to the veteran Secre-

Daniel Shepard, remaining until
when he succeeded to the
During the Presidential campaign
of 1892 he was associated with the late William
J. Campbell, then the Illinois member of the

tary, the late

the death of his chief,
secretaryship.

Republican National Committee, and was entrusted by him with many important and confidential

missions.

part, in 1894

Without

solicitation

on

liis

he was again called to assume the

secretaryship of the Republican

State

Central

Committee, and bore a conspicuous and influential part in winning the brilliant success
achieved by the party in the campaign of that
year.
From 1893 to 1895 he served as Mayor of
Waukegan in 1896 became Assistant AdjutantGeneral of the Grand Army of the Republic for
the Department of Illinois a position which he

15 miles south of

saw

VandaUa.

There are

flour

and

the surrounding country is agriPopulation (1890), 503.
PATTERSON, Robert Wilson, 1).D., LL.D.,
clergyman, was born in Blount County, Tenn.,
Jan. 31, 1814; came to Bond County, 111., with
his parents in 1832, his father dying two years
later at 18 had had only nine months' schooling,
but graduated at Illinois College in 1837 spent a
year at Lane Theological Seminary, another as
tutor in Illinois College, and then, after two years
more at Lane Seminary and preaching in Chicago
and at Monroe, Mich., in 1843 established the
Second Presbyterian Church of Chicago, of which
he remained the pastor over thirty years. In
1850 he received a call to tlie chair of Didactic
Theology at Lane Seminary, as successor to Dr.
Lyman Beecher, but it was declined, as was a
Resigning his pastorsimilar call ten years later.
ship in 1873, he was, for several years. Professor of
Christian Evidences and Ethics in the Theological
Seminary of the Northwest in 1876-78 served as
President of Lake Forest University (of which he
was one of the founders), and, in 1880-83, as
He
lecturer in Lane Theological Seminary.
received the degree of D.D. from Hamilton College, N. Y., in 1854, that of LL.D. from Lake
Forest University, and was Moderator of the
Presbyterian General Assembly (N. S.) at Wilmington, Del., in 1859. Died, at Evanston, 111.,
mills here

;

cultural.

;

;

;

Feb.

24, 1894.

PAVET,

Charles W., soldier and ex-State
was born in Highland County, Ohio,
Nov. 8, 1835 removed to Illinois in 1859, settling
in the vicinity of Mount Vernon, and, for a time,
followed the occupation of a farmer and stockIn August, 1862, he enlisted in the Eightiraiser.
eth Illinois Volunteers for the Civil War, and
became First Lieutenant of Company E. He was
severely wounded at the battle of Sand Mountain^
and, having been captured, was confined in Libby
Auditor,

;

Prison,

at Salisbury,

N.

C, and

at

Danville,

held in 1889 under Commander James S. Martin,
and to which lie has been re-appointed by successive Department Commanders up to the present
time.
Mr. Partridge's service in the various

two years, enduring
hardship and suffering. Having been
exchanged, he served to the close of the war as
Assistant Inspector-General on the Staff of GenHe was a delegate
eral Rousseau, in Tennessee.
to the Republican National Convention of 1880,
which nominated General Garfield for the Presidency, and was one of the famous "306" who

public positions held by him, has given

him an
acquaintance extending to every county in the

stood by General Grant in that struggle. In 1882
he was appointed by President Arthur Collector

State.

of Internal

;

—

PATOKA,

a village of Marion County, on the
Western branch of the Illinois Central Railway,

Va., for a period of nearly

great

Revenue

for the

Southern

District,

and, in 1888, was nominated and elected State
Auditor on the Republican ticket, but was de-
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General Pavey has been prominent in "G. A. K.
councils, and held the position of Junior Vice-

Lombard University, at Galesburg, for two years.
He was admitted to the bar at Ottawa in 1862,
and, in 1865, took up his residence at Pontiac.

Commander

in

From

1878,

in

feated for re-election in the "land-slide" of 1892.

1879.

for the Department of Illinois
and that of Senior Vice-Conimaiuler

He

also served as Brigadier-General of the

National Guard, for Southern Illinois, during the
In 1897 he received from
railroad strike of 1877.
President McKinley the appointment of Special
Agent of the Treasurj' Department. His home
is at Mount Vernon. Jefferson County.
PAWNEE, a village of Sangamon County, at
the eastern terminus of the Auburn & Pawnee
Railroad, 19 miles south of Springfield. The
town has a bank and a weekly paper. Population, 300.

PAWXEE RAILROAD, a

short line in SangaCounty, extending from Pawnee to xVuburn
where it forms a junction with the
Chicago & Alton Railroad. The company was
organized and procured a charter in December,
1888, and the road completed the following year.

mon

(9 miles),

The

cost

was

§101,774.

Capital stock authorized,

$100,000; funded debt (1895), §50,000.

PAW PAW,

a village of Lee County, at the
junction of two branches of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railway, 8 miles northwest of EarlThe town is in a farming region, but has
ville.
a bank and two weekly papers. Population

1869 to 1873 he was Judge of the Livingston
County Court, and, from 1881 to 1891, represented
District in Congress, being elei^ted as a
Republican, but, in 1890, was defeated by his
Democratic opponent, Herman W. Snow. Since
retiring from Congress he has practiced his jirohis

fession in

Washington, D. C.
Selini Hobart, educator, was born

PEABODT,
in

Rockingham County,

Vt.,

August

20,

1829;

after reaching 13 years of age, spent a year in

a

Boston Latin School, then engaged in various
occupations, including teaching, until 1848, when
he entered the University of Vermont, graduating third in his class in 1852 was appointed Professor of Mathematics and Engineering in the
Polytechnic College at Philadelphia, in 1854,
remaining three years, when he spent five years
in Wisconsin, the last three as Superintendent of
Schools at Racine. From 1865 to 1871 he was
teacher of physical science in Chicago High
School, also conducting night .schools for working men in 1871 became Professor of Physics and
Engineering in Massachusetts Agricultural College, but retm-ned to the Chicago High School in
1874 in 1876 took charge of the Chicago Acad;

;

;

emy

of Sciences, and, in 1878, entered the Illinois

(now University of Illinois),
first as Professor of Mechanical
Engineering, in 1880 becoming President, but
resigning in 1891. During the World's Columbian Exposition at Chicago, Professor Peabody
was Chief of the Depaitnient of Liberal Arts,
and, on the expiration of his service there,
assumed the position of Curator of the newly
organized Chicago Academy of Sciences, from
Industrial University

(1890), 850.

PAXTON,

the county-seat of Ford County, is
situated at the intersection of the Chicago Division of the Illinois Central and the Lake Erie &
Western Railroads, 105 miles south by west from
Chicago, and 49 miles east of Bloomington. It
contains a court house, two banks, six churches
and two weekly newspapers. It is also the seat
of Augustana (Evangelical Lutheran) College,
which was founded in 1860. It is an important
shipping-point for the farm products of the surrounding territory, which is a rich agricultural
Besides brick and tile-works and flour
region
mills, factories for the manufacture of carriages
and plows are located here. Population (1880),
1,725; (1898), 2,187.

a village in Adams County, 15 miles
southeast of Quincy the nearest railroad station
River,
on the Quincy and Louisiana
being Fall

PATSOX,

;

Division of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy
Railway; has one newspaper. Population (estimated), 550.
PAYSOX, Lewis E., lawyer and ei-Congressman, was bom at Providence, R. I., Sept. 17,
1840; came to Illinois at the age of 12, and, after
passing through the common schools, attended

at

Champaign,

which he

retired

some two years

later.

PEARL,

a village of Pike County, on the Kanbranch of the Chicago & Alton Railroad,
14 miles west of Roodhouse.
Population (1890),

sas City

928.

PEARSON, Isaac X., ex-Secretary of State, was
born at Centreville, Pa., July 27, 1842; removed
Macomb,' McDonough County, 111., in 18.58, and
has ever since resided there. In 1872 he was
elected Clerk of the Circuit Court, and re-elected
in 1876.
Later he engaged in real-estate and
banking business. He was a member of the lower
house in the Thirty-third, and of the Senate in
the Thirty-fifth, General Assembly, but before the
expiration of his term in the latter, was elected
Secretary of State, on the Republican ticket, in
In 1892 he was a candidate for re-election,
1888.
to

,
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but was defeated, although, next to Governor
Fifer, he received the largest vote cast for any
candidate for a political office on the Republican
State ticket.

M., ex-Railway and WareCommissioner, born at NewburypOrt,
Mass., in 1833— the son of a ship-carpenter; was
educated in his native State and came to Illinois
in 1849, locating at the city of Alton, where he
was afterwards engaged in the manufacture of
agricultural implements. In 1873 he was appointed a member of the first Railway and Warehouse Commission, serving four years; in 1878
was elected Representative in the Thirty-first
General Assembly from Madison County, and

PEARSON, John

house

was re-elected, successively, in 1880 and '82. He
was appointed a member of the first Board of
Live-Stock Commissioners in 1885, serving until
1893, for a considerable portion of the time as
President of the Board. Mr. Pearson is a lifelong Republican and prominent niember of the
IMasonic fraternity. His present home is at
Godfrey.

PEARSONS,

Daniel K., M.D., real-estate operator and capitalist, was born at Bradfordton, Vt.
April 14, 1820; began teaching at 16 years of age,
and, at 21, entered Dartmouth College, taking a
two years' cour.se. He then studied medicine,
and. after practicing a short time in his native
State, removed to Chicopee, Mass., where he
remained from 1843 to 1857. The latter year he
came to Ogle County, 111., and began operating
in real estate, finally adding to this a loan business for Eastern parties, but discontinued this
line in 1877.
He owns extensive tracts of timber
lands in Michigan, is a Director in the Chicago
City Railway Company and American Exchange
Bank, besides being interested in other financial
institutions.
He has been one of the most liberal
supporters of the Chicago Historical Society, and
a princely contributor to various benevolent and

educational institutions, his gifts to colleges, in
different parts of the country, aggregating over a
million dollars.

PECATONICA, a town in Pecatonica Township,
Winnebago County, on the Pecatonica River. It
on the Chicago & Northwestern Railway, midFreeport and Rockford, being 14
miles from eacli. It contains a carriage factory
and a machine shop, a bank, five cliurches, a
graded school, and a weekly newspaper. Popuis

way between

lation (1880), 1,029; (1890), 1,059.

PECATONICA RITER, a stream formed by the
confluence of two branches, both of wliich rise
They unite a little north
in Iowa County, Wis.

of the Illinois State line,

whence the

river runs

southeast to Freeport, then east and northeast,
From the
until it enters Rock River at Rockton.
headwaters of either branch to the mouth of the
river

is

about 50 miles.

PECK, Ebenezer, early lawyer, was born in
May 22, 1805; received an aca-

Portland, Maine,

demical education, studied law and was admitted
Canada in 1827. He was twice
elected to the Provincial Parliament and made
King's Counsel in 1833 came to Illinois in 1835,
settling in Chicago; served in the State Senate
(1838-40), and in the House (1840-42 and 1858-60);
was also Clerk of the Supreme Court (1841-45),
Reporter of Supreme Court decisions (1849-68),
and member of the Constitutional Convention of
1869-70.
Mr. Peck was an intimate personal
friend of Abraham Lincoln, by whom he was
appointed a member of the Court of Claims, at
Washington, serving until 1875. Died, May 25,

to the bar in

;

1881.

PECK, Ferdinand
was born

Wytlie, lawyer and finan-

—

in Chicago, July

15, 1848
the son
Peck, a pioneer and early merchant of the metropolis of Illinois was educated
in the public schools, the Chicago University
and Union College of Law, graduating from
both of the last named institutions, and being
admitted to the bar in 1869. For a time he
engaged in practice, but his father having died in
1871, the responsibility of caring for a large
estate devolved upon him and has since occupied
his time, though he has given mucli attention to
the amelioration of the condition of the poor of
his native city, and works of practical benevolence and public interest. He is one of the
founders of the Illinois Humane Society, lias been
President and a member of the Board of Control
of the Chicago Athemeum, member of the Board
of Education, President of the Chicago Union
League, and was an influential factor in securing
the success of the World's Columbian Exposition
at Chicago, in 1893, serving as First Vice-President of the Chicago Board of Directors, Chairman of the Finance Committee, and member of
the Board of Reference and Control. Of late
years, Mr. Peck has been connected with several
important building enterprises of a semi-public
character, which have added to the reputation of
Chicago, including the Auditorium, Stock Exchange Building and others in which he is a
leading stockholder, and in the erection of which
he has been a chief promoter. In 1898 he was
appointed, by President McKinley, the United
States Commissioner to the International Expo-

cier,

of Philip F.

W.

;
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sition at Paris of 1900, as successor to the late
^laj.

JI.

P.

Haiuly, aud the success which

the duties of

followed

his

discharge

I)osition,

has

demonstrated the

of

fitness

lias

that

of

his

selection.

PECK,

railway attorney, born in
Steuben County, N. Y., in 1843; was early taken
to Wisconsin, where he assisted in clearing his
father's farm; at 16 became a country schoolteacher to aid in freeing the same farm from
debt enlisted at 19 in the First Wisconsin Heavy
Artillery, later becoming a Captain in the Thirtyfirst Wisconsin Infantry, with which he joined in
"Sherman's March to the Sea. " Returning home
at the close of the war, he began the study of
law at Janesville, spending six years there as a
student. Clerk of the Circuit Court and in practice.
From there he went to Kansas and, between
1871 and '74, jjracticed his profession at Independence, when he was appointed by President Grant
United States District Attorney for the Kansas
District, but resigned this position, in 1879, to
return to general practice. In 1881 he became
(Jeneral Solicitor of the Atchison, Topeka &
Georsjre R.,

;

Santa

Fe

removing

Railroad,

to

Chicago

in

In 189.5 he resigned his position with the
Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad to accept
a similar position with the Cliicago, Milwaukee
1893.

&

St. Paul Railway Company, which (1898) he
holds.
Mr. Peck is recognized as one of tlie
most gifted orators in the West, and, in 1897, was

still

chosen to deliver the principal address at the unveiling of the Logan equestrian statue in Lake
Front Park, Chicago has also officiated as orator
on a number of other important public occasions,
always acquitting himself with distinction.
PECK, John Mason, D.D., clergyman and educator, was born in Litchfield, Conn.. Oct. 31, 1789;
removed to Greene County, X. Y., in 1811, where
he united with the Baptist Chuich, the same
year entering on pastoral work, while prosecuting
his studies aud supporting himself bj- teaching.
In 1814 he became pastor of a church at Amenia.
N. Y., and, in 1817, was sent west as a mission;

ary, arriving in St. Louis in the latter part of the

same

year.

During the next nine years he trav-

eled extensively through Missouri and Illinois, as
an itinerant preacher and teacher, finally locating

Rock Spring, St. Clair County, where, in 1826,
he established the Rock Spring Seminary for the
education of teachers and ministers. Out of this
grew Shurtleff College, founded at Upper Alton
in 1835, in securing the endowment of which Dr.
Peck traveled many thousands of miles and collected §20,000, and of which he served as Trustee
at

Up

4i:

devoted much
for many
time to aiding in the establishment of a tlieologic^l institution at Covington, Ky., and, for two
years following, was Corresponding Secretary and
Financial Agent of the American Baptist Publication Society, with headquarters in Philadelphia.
Returning to the West, he served as pastor of several important churches in Jlissouri. Illinois and
Kentucky. A man of indomitable will, unflagging industry and thoroughly upright in conduct,
for a period of a quarter of a century, in the early
history of the State, probably no man exerted a
larger influence for good and the advancement
of the cause of education, among the pioneer citizens of all classes, than Dr. Peck. Tliough giving
years.

to 1843

hi-

his attention so con.stantly to j)reaching and
teaching, he found time to write much, not only

for the various jjublications

from time

with which he was,

to time, connected, but also for other

periodicals, besides publishing

"A Guide

for

Emi-

grants" (1831), of which a new edition appeared
in 1836, and a "Gazetteer of Illinois" (Jacksonville, 1834, and Bo.ston, 1837), which continue to
be valued for the information they contain of the
condition of the country at that time. He was
an industrious collector of historical records in
the form of newspapers and pamphlets, which
were unfortunately destroyed bj- fire a few years
before his deatli.
In 1852 he received the degree
of D. D. from Harvard University. Died, at Rock
Spring, St. Clair County, March"l5, 1858.
PECK, PhiUp F. W., pioneer merchant, was
born in Providence, R. I., in 1809, the son of a
wliole.sale merchant who had lost his fortune by
indorsing for a friend. After some years spent
in a mercantile house in New York, he came to
Chicago on a prospecting tour, in 1830; the following year brought a stock of goods to the

embryq emporium

of the Northwest— then a small
backwoods hamlet and. by trade and fortunate
investments in real estate, laid the foundation of
wliat afterwards became a large fortune.
He
died, Oct. 23, 1871, as tlie result of an accident
occurring about the time of the great fire of two
weeks previous, from which he was a heavy

—

sufferer pecuniarily.

Three of

his sons,

Walter L.

Clarence I. and Ferdinand W. Peck, are among
Chicago's most substantial citizens.
PEKIX, a flourishing city, the coanty-seat of
Tazewell County, and an important railway center, located on the Illinois River, 10 miles south
of Peoria and 56 miles north of S])ringfield.
Agriculture and coal-mining are the chief occupations in the surrounding country, but the city
itself is an important grain market with large
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general shipping interests. It has several distilleries, besides grain elevators, malt-houses, brick
and tile works, lumber yards, planing mills,
marble works, plow and wagon works, and other
important manufacturing industries. Its banking facilities are adequate to its large trade, and
its religious and educational advantages are excellent.
The city has a public library, and supports three daily and four weekly papers.
Population (18S0), 5,993; (1890), 6,347.

PEKIN, LINCOLN & DECATUR RAILROAD.
(See Peoria, Decatur ct Evansville Railway.)

PELL, Gilbert T., Representative in the Third
General Assembly (1822) from Edwards
County, and an opponent of the resolution for a
State Convention adopted by the Legislature at
that session, designed to open the door for the
admission of slavery. Mr. Pell was a son-in-law
of Morris Birkbeck, who was one of the leaders
in opposition to the Convention scheme, and very
naturally sympathized with his father in-law.
He was elected to the Legislature, for a second
terra, in 1828, but subsequently left the State,
dying elsewhere, when his widow removed to

Illinois

Australia.

PENNSYLVANIA RAILROAD. As to oper
ations of this corporation in Illinois, see Calumet
River Pittsburg, Fort Wayne & Chicago South
;

:

&

Southern, and Pittsburg, Cincinnati,
Louis Railways. The whole number of miles owned, leased and operated by the
Pennsylvania System, in 1898, was 1,987.21, of
whicli only 61.34 miles were in Illinois. It owns,
however, a controlling interest in the stock of
the Toledo, Peoria & Western Railway (which

Chicago
Chicago

&

St.

see).

PEORIA,

the second largest city of the State

and the county-seat of Peoria County, is 160 miles
southwest of Chicago, and at the foot of an expansion of tlie IlUnois River

known

as Peoria Lake.

a half above the foot of the lake but later, the present site was occupied, at first receiving the name
of "LaVille de Maillet, " f rom a French Canadian
who resided in Peoria, from 1765 to 1801 (tlie time
;

and who commanded a company of
volunteers in the Revolutionary War. The population of the old town removed to the new site,
and the present name was given to the i)lace by
of his death),

American settlers, from the Peoria Indians, who
were the occupants of the country when it was
first discovered, l)ut who had followed their cognate tribes of the Illinois family to Cahokia and
Kaskaskia, about a century before American
occupation of this region. In 1812 the town is
estimated to have contained about seventy dwellings, with a population of between 200 and

made up largely of French traders,
and voyageurs, with a considerable
admixture of half-breeds and Indians, and a few
Americans. Among the latter were Thomas
Forsyth, Indian Agent and confidential adviser
of Governor Edwards Michael La Croix, son-inlaw of Julian Dubuque, founder of the city of
Dubuque; Antoine Le Claire, founder of Davenport, and for whom Le Claire, Iowa, is named;
William Arundel, afterwards Recorder of St.
Clair Couutj-, and Isaac Darnielle, the second lawyer in Illinois. In November, 1812, about half
the town was burned, by order of Capt. Thomas
E. Craig, who had been directed, by Governor
Edwards, to proceed up the river in boats with
300,

hunters

;

—

At the same
was at the head of a
marching against Black Partridge's vilEdwards had no comlage, which he destroyed.
munication with Craig, who appears to have
acted solely on his own responsibility. That the
latter's action was utterly unjustifiable, there can
now be little doubt. He alleged, by way of
excuse, that his boats had been fired upon from
materials to build a fort at Peoria.

time, the Governor himself
force

The

site of the town occupies an elevated plateau,
having a water frontage of fom- miles and extending back to a bluff, which rises 200 feet above the
river level and about 120 feet above the highest

the shore, at night, bj' Indians or others, who
were harbored Viy the citizens. The testimony
of the French, however, is to the effect that it

point of the main site. It was settled in 1778 or
'79, although, as generally believed, the French

gated by wine which the soldiers had stolen from
the cellars of the inhabitants. Tlie bulk of those
who remained after the fire were taken by Craig
This
to a point lielow Alton and put ashore.
occurred in the beginning of winter, and the

missionaries had a station there in 1711. There
was certainly a settlement there as early as 172.5,
when Renault received a grant of lands at Pimiteoui, facing the lake then bearing the same

name

as tlie village.
From that date until 1812,
the place was continuously occupied as a French
village, and is said to have been the most important point for trading in the Mississippi Valley.
The original village was situated about a mile and

was an improvoked and cowardly

assault,

people, being left in a destitute condition,

insti-

were

subjected to great suffering. A Congressional
investigation followed, and the French, having
satisfactorily established the fact that they were
not hostile, were restored to their possessions. In
1813 a fort, designed for permanent occupancy,

—
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was erected ami

naiiie<l

Foit Clark, in

Iioikh- o(

It had one (if not
Col. George Rogers Clark.
two) block-houses, with magazines and quarters
for officers and men. It was finally evacuated in
1818, and was soon afterwards burned by the
Indians. Although a trading-post had been
maintained here, at intervals, after the affair of
1812, there was no attempt made to rebuild the
town until 1819, when Americans began to
arrive.
In 1824 a post of the American Fur Company was established here by John Ilanilin. the

—

company liaving already had, for five years, a
station at Wesley City, three miles farther down
Hamlin also traded in pork and other
was the first to introduce keelboats on the Illinois River. By transferring his

the river.

products, and

cargo to lighter draft boats, when necessary, he
made the trip from Peoria to Chicago entirely by
water, going from the Des Plaines to Mud Lake,
and thence to the South Branch of the Chicago
In 1834 the town had
River, without unloading.
but seven frame houses and twenty-one log
cabins.
It was incorporated as a town in 1835
(Rudolphus Rouse being the first President), and,
as the City of Peoria, ten years later (Wm. Hale
being the first Mayor). Peoria is an important
railway and business center, eleven railroad lines
concentrating here. It presents many attractive
features, such as handsome residences, fine views
of river, bluff and valley scenery, with an elaborate system of parks and drives. An excellent
school system is liberally supported, and its public
buildings (national, county and city) are fine and
churches are elegant and well
costly.
Its
attended, the leading denominations- being
Methodist Episcopal, Congregational, Presby-

—

terian, Baptist, Protestant
pal,

It is

and Reformed Episco-

Lutheran, Evangelical and Roman Catholic.
the seat of Bradley Polytechnic Institute, a

young and

flourishing scientific scliool affiliated

with the University of Chicago, and richly enof Mrs. Lydia
Bradley, who devotes her whole estate, of at
least a million dollais, to this object. Right Rev.
.John L. Spaulding, Bishop of the Roman Catholic diocese of Peoria, is erecting a hand.some and
ut)Stly building for the Spaulding Institute, a
school for the higher education of young men.
At Bartonville, a suburb of Peoria, on an elevation commanding a magnificent view of the Illinois River valley for many miles, the State ha-s
It is
located an asylum for the incurable insane.
now in process of erection, and is intended to be
one of the most complete of its kind in the world.
Peoria lies in a corn and coal region, is noted for

dowed through the munificence

the number and e.Ntent of its distilleries, and, in
1890, ranked eighth among the grain markets of
the country. It also has an extensive commerce
with Chicago, St. Louis and other important
cities; was credited, by the census of 1890, with
5.54 manufacturing establishments, representing
90 different branches of industry, with a capital
of §15,072,5(57 and an estimated annual product of
Its leading industries are the manu§55,504,523.

facture of distilled and malt liquors, agricultural
implements, glucose and machine-shop products.
Its contributions to the internal revenue of the
countr}' are second only to those of the New York
Population (1870), 22,849; (1880), 29,2.59;
district.
(1890), 41, 024.

PEORIA COUNTY, originally a part of Fulton
County, but cut off in 1825. It took its name
from the Peoria Indians, who occuined that region
when it was first discovered. As first organized,
it included the present counties of Jo Daviess and
Cook, with many others in the northern part of
the State. At that time there were less than
1,500 inhabitants in the entire region; and John
Hamlin, a Justice of the Peace, on liis return
from Green Bay (whither he had accompanied
William S. Hamilton, a son of Alexander Hamilton, with a drove of cattle for the fort there),
solemnized, at Chicago, the marriage of Alexander Wolcott, then Indian Agent, with a
daughter of John Kinzie. The original Peoria
County has been subdivided into thirty counties,
among them being some of the largest ami richest in the State.
The first county officer was

Norman Hyde, who was

elected Judge of the
Probate Court by the Legislature in January,
His commission fi'om Governor Coles was
dated on the eighteenth of that month, but he
did not qualify until June 4, following, when he
took the oath of office before John Dixon, Circuit
Clerk, who founded the city that bears his name.
Meanwhile, Mr. Hyde had been appointed the
first Clerk of the County Commissioners' Court,
and served in that capacity until entering upon
his duties as Probate Judge.
The first election
1825.

of county officers

was

held,

March

7,

1825, at tlir

house of William Eads. Nathan Dillon, Joseph
Smith, and William Holland were chosen Com-

Samuel Fulton Sheriff, and William
Coroner. The first County Treasurer
was Aaron Hawley, and the first general election
of officers took place in 1826.
The first court
house was a log cabin, and the first term of
the Circuit Court began Nov. 14, 1825, John
York Sawyer sitting on the bench, with .Tolm
Dixon, Clerk; Samuel Fulton, Sheriff; and .John
missioners;
Phillips

—
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Twiney, the Attorney-General, present. Peoria
County is, at present, one of the wealthiest and
most populous counties in the State. Its soil is
fertile and its manufactures numerous, especially
at Peoria, the eountj'-seat and principal city
(which see)
Tlie area of the county is 615 square
miles, and its population (1880), 55,353; (1890),
.

70,378.

PEORIA LAKE,

an expansion of the

Illinois

River, forming the eastern boundary of Peoria
County, which it separates from the counties of

Woodford and Tazewell. It is about 20 miles
long and 8>^ miles broad at the widest part.
PEORIA, ATLA^VTA & DECATUR BAILROAD. (See Terre Haute & Peoria Railroad.)
PEORIA, DECATUR & EVANSVILLE BAILWAT. The total length of this line, extending
from Peoria, 111., to Evansville, Ind., is 330.87
miles, all owned by the company, of which 273
miles are in Illinois. It extends from Pekin,

—

southeast to Grayville, on the Wabash River is
single track, unballasted, and of standard gauge.
Between Pekin and Peoria the company uses the
tracks of the Peoria & Pekin Union Railway, of

which it is one-fourth owner. Between Hervey
City and Midland Junction it has trackage privi
leges over the line owned jointly by the Peoria,
Decatur & Evansville and the Terre Haute &
Peoria Companies (7.5 miles). Between Midland
Junction and Decatur (2.4 miles) the tracks of
the Illinois Central are used, the two lines having
terminal facilities at Decatur in common. The
rails are of fifty-two and sixty-pound steel.
(History.) Tlie mainline of tlie Peoria, Decatur
Evansville Railway is the result of the consolidation of several lines built under separate charters.
(1) The Pekin, Lincoln & Decatur Railroad,
chartered in 1867, built in 1809-71, and operated
tlie latter year, was leased to the Toledo, Wabash
& Western Railway, but sold to representatives
of the bond-liolders, on account of default on
interest, in 1876, and reorganized as the Pekin,
Lincoln & Decatur Railway. (3) The Decatur,
Sullivan & Mattoon Railroad, (projected from
Decatur to Mattoon), was incorporated in 1871,

&

completed from Mattoon to Hervey City, in 1872,
and, the same year, consolidated with the Chicago & Great Southern; in January, 1874, the
Decatur line passed into the hands of a receiver,
and, in 1877, having been sold under foreclosure,
was reorganized as the Decatur, Mattoon & Southern Railroad. In 1879 it was placed in the liands
if trustees,
but the Pekin, Lincoln & Decatur
Railway having acquired a controlling interest
(luring the same year, the two lines were conI

)

name of the Peoria, Decatur
Evansville Railway Company. (3) The Gray-

solidated under the

&

& Mattoon Railroad, chartered in 1857, was
consolidated in 1872 with the Mount Vernon
Grayville Railroad (projected), the new corporation taking the name of the Chicago & Illinois
Southern (already mentioned). In 1872 the latter
corpoxation was consolidated with the Decatur,
Sullivan & Mattoon Railroad, under the name of
ville

&

tlie

Chicago

&

Illinois

Southern Railway.

Both

were set aside by decree
of the United States District Court, in 1876, and
the partially graded road and franchises of tlie
consolidations, however,

Grayville

&

Mattoon

lines sold,

under foreclosure,

to the contractors for the construction

20 miles
of the line from Olney to Newton, were completed
during tlie month of September of that year, and
;

the entire line, from Grayville to Mattoon, in
1878.
In 1880 this line was sold, under decree of
foreclosure, to the Peoria, Decatur & Evansville
Railway Company, which had already acquired
the Decatur & Mattoon Division— thus placing
the entire line, from Peoria to Grayville, in the
hands of one corporation. A line under the name
of the Evansville & Peoria Railroad, chartered in
Indiana in 1880, was consolidated, the same year,
with the Illinois corporation under the name of
the latter, and completed from Grayville to
Evansville in 1882.
(4) The Chicago & Ohio
River Railroad chartered, in 1869, as the Danville, Olney & Ohio River Railroad
was constructed, as a narrow-gauge line, from Kansas to
West Liberty, in 1878-81 in the latter year was
changed to standard gauge and completed, in

—

—

;

from Sidell to Olney (86 miles). The same
went into the liands of a receiver, was sold
1886, and reorganized, in May following, as the Chicago & Ohio
River Railroad was consolidated with the Peoria,
Decatur & Evansville Railway, in 1893, and used
as the Chicago Division of that line. The property
and franchises of the entire line passed into the
hands of receivers in 1894, and are still (1898)
under their management.
1883,

year

it

under foreclosure, in February,
;

PEORIA, PEKIJf & JACKSONVILLE BAILROAD. (See Chicago. Peoria d- St. Louis Railroad of

Illinois.

PEORIA & BUREAU VALLEY RAILROAD,

a

short line, 46,7 iriiles in length, operated by the
Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railway Com-

pany, extending from Peoria to Bureau Junction,
111.
It was incorporated, Feb. 12. 1853, completed the following year, and leased to the Rock
Island in perpetuity, April 14, 1854, the annual
The par value of the
rental being .S125.000.
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capital stock

is

Annual

§1,500,000.

H per cent are guaranteeil,
ally.

Rock

Chicago,

(See

dividen.ls of

i>ayable siMui-aniiu

Island

&

Pacific

Ha a way.)

PEORIA & EASTERN RAILROAD. Of

this

the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St.
Louis Railroad Company is the lessee. Its total
length is 350^4 miles. 132 of which lie in Illinois
—123 being owned by the Company. That portion within this State extends east from Pekin to
the Indiana State line, in addition to which the
Company has trackage facilities over tlie line of
the Peoria & Pekin Union Railway (9 miles) to
The gauge is standard. The track is
Peoria.

line

laid

.single,

steel

rails

Kravel.
it

with sixty and sixty-sevenpound
and ballasted almost wholly with

The

capital stock

is .$10,000,000.

In

189.5

had a bonded debt of §13,603,000 and a floating

debt of .51,261,130, making a total capitalization
of §24,864,130.— (History.) The original of this
corporation was the Danville, Urbana, Bloomington & Pekin Railroad, which was consolidated,
in July, 1869, with the Indianapolis, Crawfordsville & Danville Railroad
the new corporation
taking the name of the Indianapolis, Bloomington & Western and was opened to Pekin the
same year. In 1874 it passed into the hands of a

—

—
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giving it control of two lint's, « hirh are
used by nearly all tlic niilro;i.ls cnti'ring lioth
cities from the east side of the Illinois River. The
mileage, including both divisions, is 18.14 miles,
second tracks and sidings increasing the total to
nearly 60 miles. The track is of standard gauge,
about two-thirds being laid with steel rails. The
Its
total cost of construction was §4,350,987.
its title,

was §4.177,763, includstock, and a funded debt of
The capital stock is held in equal
amounts (each 2, .500 shares) by the Wabash, the
total capitalization (1898)

ing §1,000,000 in

§2,904,000.

Decatur & Evansville, the Chicago,
St. Louis and the Peoria & Eastern comwith 1,000 shares by the Lake Erie &
Western. Terminal charges and annual rentals
Peoria,

Peoria

&

panies,

bj- the Terre Haute
the Iowa Central Railways.

are also paid

&

Peoria and

PEORIA & SPRINGFIELD RAILROAD.

(See

cfr St. Loui.f Railroad of Illinois.)
a village of Will County, on the
Illinois Central Railroad, 41 miles south-southwest
from Chicago; has some manufactures, a bank
and a newspaper. The surrounding country is

Chicago, Peoria

PEOTONE,

Population (1880), 624; (1890), 717.
a village of Randolph County, at the

agricultural.

PERCY,

&

intersection of the

Wabash, Chesapeake

under foreclosure in 1879, and
Indiana, Bloomington &
Western Railway Company. The next change
occurred in 1881, when it was consolidated with
an Ohio corporation (the Oliio, Indiana & Pacific
Railroad), again undergoing a slight change of
name in its reorganization as the Indiana, Bloomington & Western Railroad Company. In 1886

ern and the Mobile

& Ohio Railways.

it again got into financial straits, was placed in
charge of a receiver and sold to a reorganization
committee, and, in January, 1887, took the name
of the Ohio. Indiana & Western Railway Company. The final reorganization, under its present
name, took place in February, 1890. when it was
leased to the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago &
St. Louis Railway, by which it is operated.
(See Clci-claml, Cinciiniati, Chicago & St. Louis
Railway.)

was attended by fifteen Frenchmen and representatives from seventeen Indian tribes, and at

receiver,

was

reorganized

sold

as

the

PEORIA & HANNIBAL RAILROAD.
Chicago. Burlington

d-

(See

Quincy Railroad.)

PEORIA & OQUAWKA

RAILROAD.

(See

Chicago, Burlington d- Quinci/ Railroad.)

PEORIA & PEKIN UNION RAILWAY. A
8'

PERROT, Nicholas, a French explorer, wno
visited tlie valley of the Fox River (of Wisconsin)
and the country around the great lakes, at various
times between 1670 and 1690. He was present,
as a guide and interpreter, at the celebrated conference held at Sault Ste. Marie, in 1671,

which

which theSieur de Lusson took formal possession
Huron and Superior, with the surrounding region and "all the countiy southward to the
.sea," in the name of Louis XIV. of France.
Perrot was the first to discover leail in the West.
and, for several years, was Commandant in the
Green Bay district. As a chronicler he was
intelligent, interesting and accurate.
His writings were not published until 1864. but have
of Lakes

always been highly prized as authority.
PERRY, a town of Pike County; has a bank
Population (1880), 770; (1890),

and a new.spaper.
line

cities of Peoria and Pekin, whicli
miles apart. It was chartered in 1880,
and acquired, by purchase, the tracks of the Peoria,
Pekin & Jacksonville and the Peoria & Springfield Riiilroads, between the two cities named in

connecting the

are only

West-

Population

(1.890), 360.

705.

PERRY COUNTY, lies

in the

southwest quarter

of the State, with an area of 440 stjuare miles

and

a population (1890) of 17,529. It was organizeil
as a county in 1827, and named for Com. Oliver
H. Perry. The general surface
is
rolling.

,
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although

occupy a considerable porwith "post-oak flats." Limestone
found in the southern, and sandstone in the
nortliern, sections, but the chief mineral wealth
of the county is coal, which is abundant, and, at
several points, easily mined, some of it being of
a superior quality. Salt is manufactured, to some
extent, and the chief agricultural output is
wheat. Pinckneyville, the county-seat, has a
central position and a population of about 1,300.
Duquoir is the largest city. Beaucoup Creek is
the principal stream, and the county is crossed
by several lines of railroad.
PERU, a city in La Salle County, at the head
of navigation on the Illinois River, which is here
spanned by a handsome bridge. It is distant 100
miles southwest from Chicago, and the same distance north-northeast from Springfield. It is
connected by street cars with La Salle, one mile
distant, which is the terminus of the Illinois &
Michigan Canal. It is situated in a rich coalmining region, is an important trade center, and
has several manufacturing establisliments, including zinc smelting works, plow, scale and patentpump factories, foundries and machine shops,
flour and sawmills, clock factory, etc.
Considerable ice is cut here every winter for the Southern
market. Two National banks, with a combined
flat prairies

tion, interspersed
is

capital of 6200,000,

two

daily

are

located

at

and weekly papers are

Population

(1870),

3,650; (1880),

Peru,

and

published.

4,682;

(1890),

5,.-)50.

PESOTUM, a village in Cliampaign County, on
the Illinois Central Raih-oad, 5 miles south of
Tolono. Population (1890), 575.
PETERSBURG, a city of Menard County, and
the county-seat, situated on the bank of the Sangamon River, at the intersection of the Jacksonville Division of the

Chicago

c^

Alton with

tlie

It is 33
Chicago, Peoria & St. Louis Railway.
miles northwest of Springfield and 28 miles nortliIt lias banks, two weekly
east of Jacksonville.
The manufactures
papers and seven cliurches.
include woolen goods, brick and drain-tile, bedsprings and mattresses. There are also machine
shops located here. Population (1880), 2,382;
(1.890), 2,342.

PETERS,

OnsloTf, lawyer and

in Massachusetts,

juri.st,

was born

graduated at Brown Univer-

tlie bar and practiced
when he setserved in the Constitutional Convention of 1847, was elected to the
bench of the Sixteenth Judicial Circuit in 1853,
and re-elected in 1855. Died, Feb. 28, 1856.

sity,

law

and was admitted to

in his native State until 1837,

tled at Peoria,

111.

He

PHILLIPS, David L

,

journalist

and

politician,

was born where the town of Marion, Williamson
County, III, now stands, Oct. 28, 1823; came to
St. Clair

County

in childhood, his father settling

near Belleville began teaching at an early age,
when about 18, joined the Baptist Church,
and, after a brief course with the distinguished
Dr. Peck, at his Rock Spring Seminary, two years
later entered the ministry, serving churches in
Washington and other Southern Illinois counties,
finally taking charge of a church at Jonesboro.
Though originally a Democrat, his advanced
views on slavery led to a disagreement with his
church, and he withdrew then accepted a position as paymaster in the construction department
of the Illinois Central Railroad, finally being
transferred to that of Land Agent for tlie Southern section, in this capacity visiting different
parts of the State from one end of the main line
to the other.
About 1854 he became associated
with the management of "The Jonesboro Gazette," a Democratic paper, which, during his connection with it (some two yeai's), he made an
earnest opponent of the Kansas-Nebraska Bill.
At the Anti-Nebraska Editorial Convention
(which see), held at Decatur, Feb. 22, 1856, he
was appointed a member of their State Central
Committee, and, as such, joined in the call for the
first Republican State Convention, held at Bloomington in May following, where he served as
Vice-President for his District, and was nominated for Presidential Elector on the Fremont
Two years later (1858) he was the
ticket.
unsuccessful Republican candidate for Congress
in the Southern District, being defeated by John
A. Logan was again in the State Convention of
1860, and a delegate to the National Convention
wliich nominated Abraham Lincoln for President
the first time; waS appointed by Mr. Lincoln
United States Marshal for the Southern District
in 1861, and re-appointed in 1865, but resigned
Durafter Andrew Johnson's defection in 1866.
ing 1862 Mr. Phillips became part proprietor of
"The State Journal" at Springfield, retaining
this relation until 1878, at intervals performing
editorial service also took a prominent part in
organizing and equipping the One Hundred and
Ninth Regiment Illinois Volunteers (sometimes
called the "Pliillips Regiment"), and, in 1865,
was one of the committee of citizens sent to
escort the remains of President Lincoln to
Springfield. He joined in the Liberal Republican
movement at Cincinnati in 1872, but, in 1876,
was in line with his former party associates, and
served in that year as an unsuccessful candidate
;

and,

;

;

;
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oppo
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1813; in 1816

William M. Springer, earl5- the foUowinjj;'
year receiving the appointment of Postmaster
for tlie city of Springfield from President Hayes.

as a State,

Died, at Springfield, June

1822,

sition to

19, 1880.
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was appointed Secretary of

Illinois

Territory, serving until the admission of Illinois
tice of the

when he became

the

first

Supreme Court, serving

when he

Chief Jusuntil July,

resigned, being suc^c^eeded on the

PHILLIPS, Weorge S., author, was born at
Peterborough, England, in January, 1810; graduated at Cambridge, and came to the United
In 184.5 he
States, engaging in journalism.
returned to England, and, for a time, was editor
of "The Leeds Times." still later being Principal
of the People's College at HuddersHeld. Returning to the United States, he came to Cook County,
and, about 1866-6H, was a writer of sketches over
the iioin dt plume of "January Searle" for "The

bench by John Reynolds, afterwards Governor.
In 1822 he was a candidate for Governor in the
interest of the advocates of a pro-slavery amendment of the State Constitution, but was defeated
by Edward Coles, the leader of the anti-slavery
party, (See Coles, Edward, and Slavery and Slave
Laws.) He appears from the "Edwards Papers"
to have been in Illinois as late as 1832, but is
said eventually to have returned to Tennessee.
The date of his death is unknown.

— later was literary editor
New York Sun" for several years. His
mind becoming impaired, he was placed in an
asylum at Trenton, N, J., finally dying at Slorristown, N, J., Jan. 14. 1889. Mr." Phillips was the

a branch of the Miami
Their name, like those of their
many mutations of orthography, the tribe being referred to, variously, as
the "Pou-an-ke-kiahs, " the "Pi-an-gie-sliaws,"
the "Pi-an-qui-shaws," and the "Py-an-keshaws." They were less numerous than the
Weas, their numerical strength ranking lowest
among the bands of the Miamis. At the time La
Salle planted his colony around Starved Rock,
their warriors numbered l.JO.
Subsequent to the
dispersion of this colony they (alone of the Miamis)
occupied portions of the present territory of Illinois, having villages on tlie Vermilion
and
Wabash Rivers. Their earliest inclinations
toward the whites were friendly, the French
traders having intermarried witli women of the
tribe soon after the advent of the first explorers.
Col. George Rogers Clark experienced little
difticulty in securing their allegiance to the new
government which he proclaimed. In the sanguinary raids (usually followed by reprisals),
which marked Western history during tlie years
immediately succeeding the Revolution, the
Piankeshaws took no part yet the outrages, perpetrated upon peaceable colonists, had so stirred
the settlers' blood, that all Indians were included
in the general thirst for vengeance, and each was
unceremoniously dispatched as soon as seen. The
Piankeshaws appealed to Washington for protection, and the President issued a special proclamation in their behalf. After the cession of the
last remnant of the Miami territory to the United
States, the tribe was removed to a Kansas reservation, and its last remnant finally found a home
in Indian Territory.
(See a,\so Miamis: Weas.)

Chicago RepubUcau"

of "The

author of several volumes, chiefly sketches of
travel and biography.

PHILLIPS,
jurist,

May

Jesse

was born

in

J.,

lawyer,

soldier

Montgomery County,

and
111,,

Shortly after graduating from the
Hillsboro Academy, he read law, and was
admitted to tlie bar in 1860. In 1861 he organized
22, 1837,

a company of volunteers, of which he was
chosen Captain, and which was attaclied to the
Ninth Illinois Infantry. Captain Phillips was
successively advanced to the rank of Major,
Lieutenant- Colonel and Colonel; resigned on
account of disability, in August, 1864, but was
brevetted Brigadier-General at the close of the
war. His military record was excejjtionally
brilliant
He was wounded tliree times at
Shiloli, and was per.sonally thanked and complimented by Generals Grant and Oglesby for galAt the termination
lantry and efficient service.
of the struggle he returned to Hillsboro and
engaged in practice. In 1860, and again in 1808,
he was the Democratic candidate for State TreasIn 1879 he
urer, but was both times defeated.
was elected to the bench of the Fifth Judicial
In 1890 he was
Circuit, and re-elected in 1885.
assigned to the bench of the Appellate Court of
the Fourth District, and, in 1893, was elected a
Justice of the Supreme Court, to fill the vacancy
created by the death of Justice John M. Scholfield,
his term expiring in 1897, when he was re-elected
to succeed himself. Judge Phillips' present term
will expire in 1906.

early jurist, was born in
received a classical and legal education, and served as a Captain in the War of

PHILLIPS, Joseph,

Tennessee,

PIAXKESHAWS, THE,

tribe of Indians.

brethren, underwent

;

"PIASA BIRD," LEGEND OF THE. When
the French explorers first descended the Upper
Mississippi River, they found some remarkable
figures depicted

upon the face of the

bluff, just
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the present city of Alton, which
excited their wonder and continued to attract
interest long after the country was occupied by
the whites. Tlie account given of the discovery by Marquette, who descended the river from
the mouth of the Wisconsin, in June, 1673, is as
follows: "As we coasted along" (after passing

above the

site of

the mouth of the Illinois) "rocks frightful for
their height and length, we saw two monsters
painted on one of the rocks, which startled us at
first, and upon which the boldest Indian dare not
gaze long. They are as large as a calf, with horns
on the head like a deer, a frightful look, red
like a tiger, the face somewhat
hke a man's, the body covered with scales, and
the tail so long that it twice makes the turn of
the body, passing over the head and down between the legs, ending at last in a fish's tail.
Green, red and black are the colors employed.
On the whole, these two monsters are so well
painted that we could not believe any Indian to
have been the designer, as good painters in
France would find it hard to do as well. Besides
this, they are painted so high upon the rock that

eyes, bearded

hard to get conveniently at them to paint
them." As the Indians could give no account of
the origin of these figures, but had their terror
even more excited at the sight of them than Jlarquette himself, they are supposed to have been
the work of some prehistoric race occupying the
country long before the arrival of the aborigines
whom Marquette and his companions found in
Illinois.
There was a tradition that the figures
were intended to represent a creature, part beast
it

is

which destroyed immense numbers
of the inhabitants by swooping down upon them
from its abode upon the rocks. At last a chief is
said to have ofliered himself a victim for his
people, and when the monster made its appearance, twenty of his warriors, concealed near by,
and part

bird,

discharged their arrows at it, killing it just
before it reached its prey. In this manner the
life of the chief was saved and his people were
preserved from further depredations and it was
to commemorate this event that the figure of the
bird was painted on the face of the cliff on whose
summit the chief stood. This story, told in a
paper by Mr. John Russell, a pioneer author of
Illinois, obtained wide circulation in this country
and in Europe, about the close of the first
quarter of the present century, as the genuine
"Legend of the Piasa Bird." It is said, however,
that Mr. Russell, who was a popular writer of
;

fiction,

from

acknowledged that

his imagination.

it

Many

was drawn largely
prehistoric relics

and human remains are said, by the late William
McAdams, the antiquarian of Alton, to have
been found in caves in the vicinity, and it seems
a well authenticated fact that the Indians, when
passing the spot, were accustomed to discharge
their arrows and. later, their firearms at the
figure on the face of the cliff. Traces of this
celebrated pictograph were visible as late as 1840
to 1845, but have since been entirely quarried

—

—

away.

PIATT COUNTY, organized in 1841, consisting of parts of Macon and Dewitt Counties. Its
area is 440 square miles; population (1890), 17,062.
The

first

Commissioners were John Hughes,

W.

Bailey and E. Peck. John Piatt, after whose
family the county was named, was the first
Sheriff.

The North Fork

flows centrally through

Sangamon River
county from north-

of the

tlie

and several

east to southwest,

lines of railroad
products. Its resources and the occupation of the people are
almost wholly agricultural, the surface being
level prairie and the soil fertile.
Monticello, the

afford transportation for its

has a population of about 1,700.
Other leading towns are Cerro Gordo (939) and

county-seat,

Bement

(1,129).

PICKETT, Thomas Johnson, journalist, was
born in Louisville, Ky., March 17, 1821; spent
six years (1830-86) in St. Louis, when his family
removed to Peoria learned the printer's trade in
the latter city, and, in 1810, began the publication of "The Peoria News," then sold out and
;

Republican" (afterwards "The
was a member of the Anti-Nebraska

establislied "Tlie

Transcript")

;

Editorial Convention held at Decatur, Feb. 22,
1856, serving on the Committee on Resolutions,

and being appointed on the State Central Committee, which called the first Republican State
Convention, held at Bloomington, in May following, and was there appointed a delegate to the
National Convention at Philadelphia, which
nominated General Fremont for President.
Later, he published papers at Pekin and Rock
Island, at the latter place being one of the first to
name Abraham Lincoln for the Presidency was
elected State Senator in 1860, and, in 1862, commissioned Lieutenant-Colonel of the Sixty-ninth
Illinois Volunteers, being transferred, as Colonel,
to the One Hundred and Thirty-second Illinois
(100-days' men), and serving at Camp Douglas
during the "Conspiracy" excitement. After the
war. Colonel Pickett removed to Paducah, Ky.,
published a paper there called "The Federal
Union," was appointed Postmaster, and. later,
Clerk of the United States District Court, and
;
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was the Republican nominee
District, in 187-i. Removing

for Congress, in tliat

to

Nebraska

in

ISTi),

he at different times conducted several papers in
that State residing for the most part at Lincoln.
Died, at Ashland. Neb., Dec. 24, 1891.

PIERSOX, David,

pioneer banker, was born at
Cazenovia. N. Y., July 9, 1806; at the age of 13
removed west with his parents, arriving at St.
The family soon after setLouis, June 3, 1820.
tled near Collinsville. Madison County, 111., where
the father having died, they removed to the vicinity of Carrollton, Greene County, in 1821. Here
they opened a farm, but. in 1827, Mr. Pierson
went to the lead mines at Galena, where he remained a year, then returning to Carrollton. In
1834, having sold his farm, he began merchandising, still later being engaged in the pork and
grain trade at Alton. In 18.54 he added the banking business to his dry-goods trade at Carrollton,
also engaged in milling, and, in 1862-63, erected
a woolen factory, which was destroyed by an
incendiary fire in 1872. Originally an anti-slavery
Clay Whig, Mr. Pierson became a Republican on
the organization of that party in 1856, served for
a time as Collector of Internal Revenue, was a
delegate to the National Republican Convention
at Philadelphia in 1872, and a prominent candidate for tlie Republican nomination for Lieuten-

ant-Governor in 1876. Of higli integrity and
unswerving patriotism, Mr. Pierson was generous
in his benefactions, being one of the most liberal
contributors to the establishment of the Langston
School for the Education of Freed men at Holly
Springs, Miss., soon after

war.

tlie

He

died at

1891.— Oman (Pierson), a son
was a member of
the Thirty-second General Assembly (1881) from
Greene County, and is present cashier of the
Greene County National Bank at Carrollton.
FIGCiiOTT, Isaac N., early politician, was born
about 1792; served as an itinerant Methodist
preacher in Missouri and Illinois, between 181!)
and 1824, but finally located southwest of Jerseyville and obtained a license to run a ferry between Grafton and Alton; in 1828 ran as a
candidate for the State Senate against Thomas
removed to St.
Cariin (afterwards Governor)
Louis in 18.58, and died there in 1874.
PIKE COUNTY, situated in the western portion of the State, lying between the Illinois and
Mississippi Rivers, having an area of 795 square
miles— named in honor of tlie explorer, Capt.
Zebulon Pike The first American settlers came
about 1820, and, in 1821, the county was organized, at first embracing all the country north and
Carrollton,

May

8,

of the subject of this sketch,

;

4-^''

west of the Illinois River, including tlie present
county of Cook. Out of this territory were finally
organized about one fourth of the counties of the
Coles" Grove (now Gilead, in Calhoun
County) was the first county-seat, but the seat of
was removed, in 1824, to Atlas, and to
State.

justice

The surface is imdulating, in
Pittsfield in 1833.
some portions is hilly, and diversified with prai
Live-stock, cereals
ries and hardwood timber.
and hay are the staple products, while coal and
Niagara limestone are found in abundance.
Population (1880). 33,751; (1890), 31.000.
PILLSBURY, Nathaniel Joy, lawyer and
judge, was born in York County, Maine, Oct. 21,
1834; in 1855

removed

to Illinois, and, in 1858,

began farming in Livingston County. He began
the study of law in 1863, and, after admission to
the bar,

commenced

practice

at

Pontiac.

He

represented La Salle and Livingston Counties in
the Constitutional Convention of 1869-70, and, in
1873,

was elected to the bench of the Thirteenth
He was re-elected in 1879 and

Judicial Circuit.

again in 1885. He was assigned to the bench of
the Appellate Court in 1877, and again in 1879
and "85. He was severely wounded by a shot
received from strikers on the line of the Chicago
& Alton Railroad, near Chicago, in 1886, resulting
in his being permanently disabled physically, in
consequence of which he declined a re-election to
the bench in 1891
PINCKNEYVILLE, a city and the coimty-swit
of Perry County, situated at the intersection of
the St. Louis, Alton & Terre Haute and tlie
Wabash, Chester & Western Railways, 10 miles
west-northwest of Duquoiu.
Coal-mining is
carried on in the immeiliate vicinity, and flour,
carriages, plows and dressed lumber are among
the manuf9,ctured jiroducts. Railway car sliops
are located liere.
Pinckueyville has a bank, a
weekly newspaper, seven churches, a graded and
a high school.
Population (1880), 964; (1890),
1.29N.

PITTSBURG, (IXINNATI,

CHICAGO

&

ST. LOUIS RAILROAD, one of the Pennsylvania Company's lines, operating 1,403 miles of
road, of which 1,090 miles are owned and the
remainder leased length of line in Illinois, 28
miles.
The Company is the outgrowth of a con-

—

solidation, in 1890, of the Pittsburg, Cincinnati
St.

Louis Railway with the Chicago.

Pittsburg, the Cincinnati
Jeffersonville,

Madison

&

St.

& Richmond

Louis

&
&

and the

Indianapolis Railroads.

The Pennsylvania Railroad Company controls
the entire line througli ownership of stock.
Capital stock outstanding, in 1898, $47,791,601;

)

,
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funded debt, $48,433,000; floating debt, $3,214,703
The
(History.)
—total capital $98, .500, 584.
Chicago, St. Xouis & Pittsburg Railroad, em-

—

bracing the Illinois division of this line, was made
up of various corporations organized under tlie
laws of Illinois and Indiana. One of its component parts was the Chicago & Great Eastern
Railway, organized, in 186.5, bj' consolidation of
the Galena & Illinois River Railroad (chartered
in 1857), the Chicago & Great Eastern Railway
of Indiana, the Cincinnati & Chicago Air-Line
(organized 1860), and the Cincinnati, Logansport & Chicago Railway. In 1869, the consolidated line was leased to the Pittsburg, Cincinnati
& St. Louis Railway Company, and operated
under the name of the Columbus, Chicago &
Indiana Central between Bradford, Ohio, and
Chicago, from 1869 until its consolidation, under
the present name, in 1890. (See Pennsylvania
Railroad.)

PITTSBURtt, FORT

RAILROAD,
cago

WAYNE & CHICAGO
& Chi-

(See Pittsburg, Fort IVayne

Pailini;/.

PITTSBURG, FORT WAYJiE k CHICAGO
RAILWAY, The total length of this line is
nearly 470 miles, but only a little over 16 miles
are within Illinois. It was operated by the Pennsylvania Railroad Comj)any as lessee. The entire
capitalization in 1898 was §53,549.990; and the
earnings in Illinois, §472,228.— (History.) The
Pittsburg, Fort Wayne & Chicago Railway is the
result of the consolidation, August 1, 1856, of the
Ohio & Pennsylvania, the Ohio & Indiana and
the Fort "Wayne & Chicago Railroad Companies,
under the name of the Pittsburg, Fort Wayne &

The road was opened through
18,59; was sold under
1,

Chicago Railroad.
its entii-e

length, Jan.

foreclosure in 1861; reorganized under

its present
in 1862, and leased to the Pennsylvania
Railroad Company, for 999 years, from July 1,
1869.
(See Pennsylvania Railroad.)
PITTSFIELD, the county seat of Pike County,
situated on the Hannibal & Naples branch of the
Wabash Railway, some 40 miles southeast of
Quincy, and about the same distance south of
west from Jacksonville. Its public buildings
include a Imndsome court house and a graded
Banking facilities are furnished
.school building.
by a National and one other bank; and it has
nine churches, four weekly newspapers and a
woolen factory. Population (1880), 3,104; (1890),
title,

2,295

PLAIXFIELD,

a village of Will County, on
& Eastern Railroad, 8 miles
northwest of Joliet is in a dairying .section has
the Elgin, Joliet

;

;

a bank and one

newspaper.

local

Population

(1880), 686; (1890), 852.

PLASO,

a city in Kendall County, situated
near the Fox River, and on the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad, 14 miles west-southwest
of Aurora.
There is a large manufactory of
agricultural implements here. The city has
banks, several churches, graded and high schools,
and a weekly newspaper. Population (1880),
1,782; (1890), 1,835.

PLEASANT PLAINS, a village of Sangamon
County, on the Springfield Division of the Baltimore & Ohio Southwestern Railroad. 16 miles
northwest of Springfield has a bank and a newspaper; is surrounded by a rich farming region.
Population (1890), 518.
;

PLEASANTS, George Washington, jurist, was
born in Harrodsburg, Ky., Nov. 34, 1823; received
a classical education at Williams College, Mass.
graduating in 1842; studied law in New York
City, and was admitted to the bar at Rochester,
N.

Y'.,

in 1845, establishing himself in practice at

Williamstown, Mass., where he remained until
1849.
In 1851 he removed to Washington, D. C,
and, after residing there two years, came to Illinois, locating at Rock Island, which has since

been his home. In 1861 he was elected, as a
Republican, to the State Constitutional Conven-

which met at Springfield in January followwas chosen Judge for the Sixth
(now Tenth) Judicial Circuit, liaving served by

tion

ing, and, in 1867,

successive re-elections until June, 1897, retiring

term— a record for length
of service seldom paralleled in the judicial history of the State. The last twenty years of this
period were spent on the Appellate bench. For
several years past Judge Pleas,ants has been a
at the close of his fifth

sufferer

from

failing eyesight, but has been faith-

on his judicial duties. As a
and a man, his reputation stands

ful in attendance

judicial officer

among

the highest.

PLUMB,
was born

Ralph, soldier and ex-Congressman,

in Chautauqua County, N. Y'. March 29,
After lea\ing school he became a merchant's clerk, and was himself a merchant for
eighteen years. From New Y'ork lie removed to
Ohio, where he was elected a member of the
Legislature in 1855, later coming to Illinois.
During the Civil War he served four years in the
Union army as Captain and Quartermaster, being
brevetted Lieutenant Colonel at its close. He
,

1816.

made his home at Streator, where he was elected
Mayor (1881-1883). There he engaged in coalmining and has been connected with several
important enterprises. From 1885 to 1889 he
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represented the Eighth Illinois District in Congress, after which he retired to private life.
PLYMOUTH, a village of Hancock County, on
the Chicago. Burlington & Quincy Railway, 51
miles northeast of Quincy is the trade center of
a rich farming district. It has a bank and two
weekly papers. Population (1S8(I), rm-. (1890), 710.
POIXTE DE SAIBLE, Jean Baptiste, a negro
and Indian-trader, reputed to have been the first
settler on the present site of the city of Chicago.
He is said to have been a native of San Domingo,
but is described by his contemporaries as "well
;

educated and handsome." though dissijjated. He
appears to have been at the present site of Chicago as early as 1794, his house being located on
the north side near the junction of the North and
Soutli branches of the Chicago River, where he
carried on a considerable trade with the Indians.
About 1796 he is said to liave Sold out to a French
trader named Le Mai, and joined a countryman
of his, named Glamorgan, at Peoria, where he died
soon after. Glamorgan, who was the reputed

owner

of a large Spanish land-grant in the vicinhave been associated
with Point de Saible in trade among tlie Peorias,
ity of St. Louis, is said to

before the latter

POLO, a

came

to Cliicago.

city in Ogle County, at intersection

and the Chicago, Burlington vS: Northern Railways. 23 miles south of Freeport
and 12 miles north of Dixon. The
surrounding region is devoted to agriculture and
stock-raising, and Polo is a shipping point for
Agricultural
large quantities of cattle and hogs.
implements (including harvesters) and buggies
are manufactured liere. The city has banks and
two weekly newspapers, seven churches, a graded
public and high school, and a public library.
of the Illinois Central

Population

(1880), 1,819;

(1890), 1.728.

POXTIAC, an Ottawa chief, born on the
Ottawa River, in Canada, about 1720. While yet
a young man he became the principal Chief of
the allied Ottawas, Ojibways and Pottawatomies.
He was always a firm ally of the French, to
who.se interests he was devotedly attached,
defending them at Detroit against an attack of
the Northern tribes, and (it is generally believed)
leading the Ottawas in the defeat of Braddock.

He

reluctantly acquiesced

in the issue of

the

French and Indian War, although at first strongly
disposed to dispute the progre.ss of Major Rogers,
the British officer sent to take possession of the
western forts. In 1762 he dispatched emissaries
to a large number of tribes, whom he desired to
unite in a league for the extermination of the
English. His proposals were favorably
;

and thus was

organi/.tMl

427
wh:it

is

commonly

spoken of as the "Con.spiracy of I'ontiac." He
himself undertook to lead an assault upon Detroit.
The garrison, however, was apprised of his intention, and made preparations accordingly. Pontiao
thereupon laid siege to the fort, but was unable
to prevent the ingress of provisions, the Canadian
settlers furnishing supplies to both besieged and
Finally a
besiegers with absolute impartiality.
Iwat-load of ammunition and supplies was landed
at Detroit from Lake Erie, and tlie English made
an unsuccessful soriie on Jul}- 31, 17G3. After a
desultory

warfare,

lasting

for

nearly

three

months, the Indians withdrew into Indiana,
where Pontiac tried in vain to organize another
movement. Although Detroit had not been
taken, the Indians captured Forts Sandusky, St.
Joseph, Miami. Ouiatanon, LeBooif and Venango,
besides the posts of Mackinaw and Presque Isle.
Tlie garrisons at all these points were massacred
and innumerable outrages perpetrated elsewhere.
Additional British troops were sent west, and
the Indians finally brought under control.
Pontiac was present at Oswego when a treaty was
signed with Sir William Johnson, but remained
implacable. His end was tragic. Broken in
heart, but still proud in spirit and relentless in
purpo.se, he applied to the former (and la.st)
French Governor of Illinois, the younger St.
Ange, who was then at St. Louis, for co-operation
and support in another raid against the British.
Being refused aid or countenance, according to a
story long popularly received, he returned to the
vicinity of Cahokia, where, in 1709, he was murdered by a Kaskaskia Indian in consideration of
a barrel of liquor. N. JIatson, autlior of several
volumes bearing on early history in Illinois, citing Col. Joseph N. Bourassa, an educated halfbreed of Kansas, as authority for his statement,
asserts that the Indian killed at Cahokia was an
impostor, and that the true Pontiao was assassinated by Kineboo. tlie Head Chief of the Illinois,
in a council held on the Des Plaines River, near
the pre.sent site of Joliet. So well convinced, it
is said, was Pierre Chouteau, the St. Louis Indian
trader, of the truth of this last story, that he
caused a monument, which he had erected over
the grave of the false Pontiac, to be removed.
Out of the murder of Pontiac, whether occurring
at Cahokia or Joliet, it is generally agreed,
resulted the extermination of the Illinois and the
tragedy of "Starved Rock." (See Starved Ruck.
PONTIAC, an incorporated city, the countyseat of Livingston County.
It stands on the bank
of the Vermilion River, and is also a point of
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& Alton, tlie Wabash
Central Railroads. It is 33 miles
from Bloomington and 93 miles
south-southwest of Chicago. The surrounding
region is devoted to agriculture, stock-raising and
Pontiac has two national banks,
coal- mining.
and three weekly newspapers (one issuing a daily

the International Conference

of

intersection of the Chicago

Presidents of

and the

Librarians, held in London in 1871. His advice
was much sought in relation to library architecture and management. He wrote much on topics
connected with his profession and on historical
subjects, frequently contributing to "The North
American Review." In 1874-75 he edited a literary paper at Chicago, called "The Owl," and was

Illinois

nortli-northeast

edition),

besides

numerous churches and good

Various kinds of manufacturing are
conducted, among the principal establishments
being flouring mills, shoe factories, a straw paper
factory and a foundry. The State Reformatory
Populafor Juvenile Offenders is located here.
tion (1880), 3,243; (1890), 2,784
POOL, Orval, merchant and banker, was born
in Union County, Ky., near Shawneetcwn, III,
Feb. 17, 1809, but lived in ShawneetOwn from seven
years of age; in boyhood learned the saddler's
trade, but, in 1843, engaged in the dry-goods
bvisiness, J. McKee Peeples and Thomas S. Ridgway becoming his partners in 1846. In 1850 he
retired from the dry-goods trade and became an
extensive dealer in produce, pork and tobacco.
In 1871 he established the Gallatin County
National Bank, of which he was the first Presischools.

dent.

Died,

June

30, 1871.

POOLE, William

Frederick, bibliographer,
writer, was born at
Salem, Mass., Dec. 24, 1821, graduated from Yale
College in 1849, and, at the close of his sophomore
year, was appointed assistant librarian of his college society, which owned a library of 10,000 volumes. Here he prepared and published the first
librarian

and

edition of his

historical

now famous "Index

to Periodical

A

second and enlarged addition
and secured for its author
wide fame, in both America and Europe. In 1853
he was made Librarian of the Boston Mercantile
Library, and, from 1856 to 1869, had charge of the
Boston Athenaeum, then one of the largest libraries in the United States, which lie relinquished
He organized
to engage in expert library work.
Literature.'"

was published

in 1853,

New England

and
towns, at the United States Naval Academy, and
the Cincinnati Public Library, finally becoming
libraries in

several

cities

Librarian of the latter institution. In October,
1873, he assumed charge of the Chicago Public
Library, then being organized, and, in 1887,
became Librarian of the Newberry Library,
organizing this institution and remaining at its

head until his death, which occurred, March 1,
1894.
The degree of LL.D. was conferred on him
by the Northwestern University in 1883. Dr.
Poole took a prominent part in the organization
of library associations, and was one of the Vice-

later a constant contributor to "Tlie Dial."

He

was President of the American Historical Society
and member of State Historical Societies and of
other kindred associations.
POPE, Nathaniel, first Territorial Secretary of
Illinois,

Delegate in Congress and

jurist,

was born

at Louisville, Ky., in 1774; graduated with high

honor from Transylvania University, at Lexington, Ky., read law with his brother, Senator Jolm
Pope, and, in 1804, emigrated to New Orleans,
later living, for a time, at Ste. Genevieve, Mo. In
1808 he became a resident of Kaska.skia and, the
next year, was appointed the first Territorial
Secretary of Illinois. His native judgment was
strong and profound and his intellect quick and
far-reaching, while both were thoroughly trained
and disciplined by study. In 1816 he was elected
a Territorial Delegate to Congress, and proved
himself, not only devoted to the interests of his
constituents, but also a shrewd tactician. He was
largely instrumental in securing the passage of
the act autliorizing tlie formation of a State
government, and it was mainly through his
efl^orts that the northern boundary of Illinois was
fixed at lat. 43° 30' north, instead of the southern
bend of Lake Michigan. Upon the admission of
Illinois into the Union, he was made United
States Judge of the District, which then embraced
the entire State. This office he filled with dignity,

impartiality and

the

death, at

home

acceptability

of his

until

his

daughter, Mrs. Lu-

Yeatman, in St. Louis, Mo., Jan. 33, 1850.
Pope County was named in his honor. Gen. John
(Pope), son of the preceding, was born in Louisville, Ky March 16. 1833 graduated at the United
States Military Academy, 1843. and appointed
brevet Second Lieutenant of Topograpliical
Engineers; served in Florida (1843-44), on the
northeast boundary survey, and in the Mexican
War (1846-47), being promoted First Lieutenant
for bravery at Monterey and Captain at Buena
Vista.
In 1849 he conducted an exploring expedition in Minnesota, was in charge of topographical engineering service in New Mexico (1851-53),
and of the survey of a route for the Union Pacific
Railway (1853-59), meanwhile experimenting on
the feasibility of artesian wo^lls on the "Staked
cretia

—

.

,

;
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Plains" in Northwestern Texas. lie was a zealous friend of Abraham Lineohi in the jiohlical
campaign of 1800, and was court-martialed for
criticising the policy of President Buchanan, in a
paper read before a literary society in Cincinnati,
tlie proceedings being finally dropped on the
recommendation of the (then) Secretary of War,
Joseph Holt. In 1861 he was one of the oflicers
detailed by the War Department to comluct Mr.
Lincoln to the capital, and, in May following,
was made Brigadier-General of Volunteers and
assigned to command in Missouri, wliere he performed valuably service in protecting railroad
communications and driving out guerrillas, gaining an important victory over Sterling Price at
Blackwater, in December of that year; in 1863
had command of the land forces co-operating
with Admiral Foote, in the e.xpe<lition against
New Madrid and Island No. 10, resulting in the
capture of tliat stronghold with 6,500 prisoners,
125 cannon and 7,000 small arms, thereby winning a Major-General's commission. Later, having participated in the operations against Corinth,
he was transferred to conmiand of the Army of
Virginia, and soon after commissioned Brigadier-General in the regular army. Here, being
forced to meet a greatly superior force under
General Lee, he was subjected to reverses which
led to his falling back on Washington and a
request to be relieved of his command. For failure to give him proper support, Gen. Fitzjohn
Porter was tried by court-martial, and, having
been convicted, was cashiered and declared forever disqualified from holding any office of trust
or profit under the United States Government
although this verdict was finally set aside and
Porter restored to the army as Colonel, by act of
Congress, in August, 1886. General Pope's subsequent service was performed chiefly against
the Indians in the Northwest, until 1805, when he
took command of the military division of Missouri, and, in June following, of the Department
of the Missouri, including all the Northwestern
States and Territories, from which he was
relieved early in 1866. Later, he held command,
under the Reconstruction Acts, in Georgia, Alabama and Florida (1867-68); the Department of the

Lakes (1868-70) Department of the Missouri (1870and Department of the Pacific; from 1884 to
General Pope
his retirement, March 16. 1880.
published ''Explorations from tlie Red River to
"Campaigns
in Virginia"
and
Grande"
the Rio
Died, at Sandusky. Oliio. Sept 23, 1892.
(1863).
border of
on
the
southern
lies
COUNTY,
POPE
the State, and contains an area of about 360
;

.84)

;
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miles—named in honor of Judge Nathaniel
Pope.
It was erected in 1816 (two years before
the admission of Illinois as a State) from parts of
Gallatin and Johnson Counties. The county-seat
was first located at Sandsville, but later changed
Robert Lacy, Benoni Lee and
to Golconda.
Thomas Ferguson were the first Commissioners;
Hamlet Ferguson was chosen Slieriff John Scott,
Recorder; Thomas C. Browne, Prosecuting- Attorney, and Samuel Omelveney, Treasurer. The
scjuare

;

highest land in Southern Illinois is in the northeastern part of this county, reaching an elevation

The bluffs along the Ohio River are
bold in outline, and the ridges are surmounted by

of 1,040 feet.

a thick growth of timber, notably oak and hickory. Portions of the bottom lands are submerged,
at times, during a part of the year and are
covered with cypress timber. The remains of
Indian mounds and fortifications are found, and
some interesting relics have been exhumed. Sandstone is quarried in abundance, and coal is found
here and there. Mineral springs (with copperas
as the chief ingredient) are numerous.
Iron is
found in limited quantities, among the rocks
toward the south, -while spar and kaolin clay are
found in the north. The chief agricultural
products are potatoes, c;orn and tobacco. Population (1880), 13.2.56; (1890), 14,016.

PORT BYROX, a village of Rock Island
County, on the Mississippi River and the Chicago,
Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway, 6 miles above
Rock Island; has manufactures of lumber and
lime, one or two banks and a newspaper.
Population (1880), 799
The (Illinois)
(1890), 775.
Western Hospital for the Insane is located at
Watertown. two miles above Port Byron.
;

PORTER, (Rev.) Jeremiah, pioneer clergyman, was born at Hadley, Mass., in 1804; graduated from Williams College in 1825, and studied
theology at both Andover and Princeton seminaries, graduating from the latter in 1831.
The
same year he made the (then) long and periloiis

journey to Fort Brady, a military j)ost at the
Sault Ste. Marie, where he began his work as a
missionary. In 1833 he came to Chicago, wliere
he remained for two years, organizing the First
Presbyterian Church of Chicago, with a membership of twenty-six persons. Afterwards he had
pastoral charge of churches at Peoria and Farmington.
While in Chicago he was married to
Miss Eliza Chappell, one of the earliest teachers
in Chicago.
From 1840 to '58 he was located at
Green Bay, Wis., accepting a call from a Chicago
Church in the year last named. In 1861 he was
commissioned Chaplain in the volunteer serrice

;
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by Governor Yates, and mustered out in 1865.
The next five years were divided between labors
at Brownsville, Tex., in the service of the Sanitary Commission, and a pastorate at Prairie du

Chien. In 1870 he was commissioned Chaplain
in the regular army, remaining in the service
(with occasional leaves of absence) until 1883,
when he was retired from active service on
account of advanced age. His closing years were
spent at the homes of his children in Detroit and
Beloit; died at the latter city, July 25, 1893, at
the age of 89 years.
POSEY, (Gen.) Thomas, Continental and
Revolutionary soldier, was born in Virginia, July
in 1774 took part in Lord Dunmore's expe9, 1750
dition against the Indians, and, later, in various
engagements of the Revolutionary War, being
;

command
Washington was with General Wayne in the

part of the time under the immediate
of

;

and present at Cornwallis'
surrender at Yorktown also served, after the war,
with Wayne as a Brigadier-General in the Northwest Territory. Removing to Kentucky, he
served in tlie State Senate, for a time being
presiding officer and acting Lieutenant-Governor
later (1813), was elected United States Senator
from Louisiana, and, from 1813 to "16, served as
Died, at the
Territorial Governor of Indiana.
assault on Stony Point

;

of his son-in-law, Joseph M. Street, at
Shawneetown, 111. March 18, 1818, where he lies
At the time of his death General Posey
buried.
was serving as Indian Agent.
POST, Joel S., lawyer and soldier of the Mexican War; was born in Ontario (now Wayne)
County, N. Y., April 37, 1816; in 1838 removed
with his father to Washtenaw County, Mich.,
remaining there until 1839, when he came to
Macon County, 111. The following year, he commenced the study of law with Judge Charles
Emmerson, of Decatur, and was admitted to the
bar in 1841. In 1846 he enlisted in the Mexican
War, and served as Quartermaster of the Fovirth
Regiment (Col. E. D. Baker's) in 1856 was elected

home

,

;

to the State Senate, and, at the following session,
was a leading supporter of the measures which

resulted in the establishment of the State Normal School at Bloomington. Capt. Post's later

years were spent at

June

Decatur, where

he

died,

he enlisted, and was commissioned Second
Lieutenant in the Fifty -ninth Illinois Volunteers.
a gallant, fearless soldier, and was repeatedly promoted for bravery and meritorious
service, until he attained the rank of brevet
Brigadier-General.

soldier

and Congress-

man, was born at Florida, Orange County, N. Y.,
March 19, 1833; at the age of 33 graduated from
Union College, studied law at Poughkeepsie Law
School, and, removing to Illinois, was admitted

At the outbreak

of the Civil

He

participated

in

many

important battles and was severely wounded at
Pea Ridge and Nashville. In 1865 he was in command in Western Texas. After the close of the
war he entered the diplomatic service, being
appointed Consul-General to Austria-Hungary
in 1874, but resigned in 1879, and returned to his
home in Galesburg. From 1883 to 1886 he was a
member of the Republican State Central Committee, and, during 1886, was Commander of the

Department of Illinois, G. A. E. He was elected
from the Tenth District on the Republican ticket in 1886, serving continuously by reelection until his death, which occurred in
Washington, Jan. 6, 1895.
to Congress

POST, Truman Marcellus, D.D., clergyman,
was born at Middlebury, Vt., June 3, 1810; graduated at Middlebury College in 1839, was Principal
of Castleton Academy for a year, and a tutor at
Middlebury two years, meanwhile studying law.
After a winter spent in Washington, listening to
the orators of the time in Congress and before the
Supreme Court, including Clay, Webster, Wirt
and their contemporaries, he went west in 1833,
finally settling at
first visiting St. Louis, but
Jacksonville, 111., where he was admitted to the
after
bar, but soon
accepted the Professorship of
Classical

Languages in

College,

Illinois

and

then began the study of
in 1840, and assumed the
pastorship of the Congregational Church in Jacksonville.
In 1847 he was called to the pastorate
of the Third Presbyterian Church of St. Louis,
and, in 1851, to the First Congregational Church,
For
of which the former furnished the nucleus.
a year or two after removing to St. Louis, he
continued his lectures on history at Illinois College for a short period each year also held the
professorship of Ancient and Modern History in
later that of History;

theology,

was ordained

;

Washington University, in St. Louis; in 1873-75
was Southworth lecturer on Congregationalism
in Andover Theological Seminary and, for several years. Professor of Ecclesiastical History in

Seminary. His splendid
oratory caused
sought after as a public lecturer
or platform speaker at college commencements,
while his purity of life and refinement of character attracted to him all with whom he came in
personal contact. He received the degree of

Chicago

7, 1886.

POST, Philip Sidney,

to the bar in 1856

War

He was

diction

him

Theological

and

to be

his noble style of

much
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D.D. from Middlebury College in 1855; was a frequent contributor to "The Biblical Repository"

Maumee.
French in

431

They fought on the side of the
the French and Indian War, and

took part in the conspiracy of Pontiac

and other religious publications, and, besides
numerous addresses, sermons and pamphlets, he
was the author of a volume entitled "The Skeptical Era in Modern History" (New York, 1856).

that

He

ors fought against General Harrison at Tippe-

resigned his pastorate in January, 1882, but
continued to be a frequent speaker, either in the
pulpit or on the lecture platform, nearly to the
period of his death, wliich occurred in St. Louis.
Dec. 31, 1880. For a quarter of a century he was
one of the Trustees of MonticeUo Female Seminary, at Godfrey, 111, being, for a considerable
portion of the time. President of the Board.
POTTAWATOMIES, THE, an Indian tribe,
one of the tliree subdivisions of the Ojibwas (or
Ojibbeways), who, in turn, constituted a numerother
ous family of the Algonquins. The
branches were the Ottawa and the Chippewas.
The latter, however, retained the family name,
and hence some writers have regarded the "Ojibbeways'' and the "Chippewas" as essentially
This interchanging of names has been
identical.
a prolific source of error. Inherently, the distinction was analogous to that existing between
genus and species, although a confusion of

nomenclature has naturally resulted in errors
more or less serious. These three tribes early
separated, the Pottawatomies going south from
Green Bay along the western shore of Lake
Michigan. The meaning of the name is, "we are
making a fire," and the word is a translation into
the Pottawatomie language of tlie name first
given to the tribe by the Jliamis. These Indians
were tall, fierce and haughty, and the tribe was
divided into four branches, or clans, called by

names which

signify, respectively, the golden

and the

According to the "Jesuit Relations," the Pottawatomies
were first met by the French, on the north of
Lake Huron, in 1039-40. More tlian a quarter of
a century later (IfiOO) Father AUouez speaks of
them as dwellers on the shores of Lake Michigan.
carp, the tortoise, the crab

frog.

The same Fatlier described them as idolatrous
and polygamous, yet as possessing a rude civility
and as being kindly disposed toward the French.
This friendship continued unbroken until the
expulsion of the latter from the Northwest.
About 1078 they spread southward from Green
Bay to the liead of Lake Michigan, a portion of
the tribe settling in Illinois as far south as the
Kankakee and Illinois Rivers, crowding the
Winnebagoes and the Sacs and Foxes on the west,
and advancing, on the east, into the country of
the Miamis as far as the Wabash and the

later

and reduce the British posts, and
were so influenced by Tecumseh and the Propliet
to capture

number

a considerable

canoe.

During the

War

of

of

their

warri-

1812 they actively

supported the British. They were also prominent
Schoolcraft says of
at the Chicago massacre.
them, "They were foremost at all treaties where
lands were to be ceded, clamoring for the lion's
share of all presents and annuities, i)articularly
where these last were the price paid for the sale
of other lands than their own." The Pottawatomies were parties to the treaties at Cliicago in
1833, and were among tlie last of the
remove beyond the Jlississippi, their
emigration not taking place until 1838. In
1846 the scattered fragments of this tribe coalesced
with those of the Chippewas ajid Ottawas, and
formed the Pottawatomie nation. Thej' ceded all
their lands, wherever located, to the United States,
for §850,000, agreeing to accept 570,000 acres in

1832

and

tribes to
final

Kansas

in lieu of §87,000 of this

amount. Through

the rapacity and trespasses of white settlers, this
reservation was soon dismembered, and the lands
passed into other hands. In 1807, under an enabling act of Congress, 1,400 of the nation (then
estimated at 2,500) became citizens. Their present location is in the southeastern part of Okla-

homa.

POWELL, John

Wesley, Ph.D., LL.D., geolowas born at Jlount Morris
the son of a Methodist

gist and anthropologist,

N. Y.,

March

24,

1834,

itinerant preacher, passing his early life at various places in Ohio, Wisconsin and Illinois studied
;

for a time in Illinois College (Jacksonville), and
subsequently in Wheaton College, but, in 1854,
began a special course at Oberlin, Ohio, teaching
at intervals in public schools.
Having a predilection for the natural sciences, he sjjent much
time in making collections, which he placed in
various Illinois institutions. Entering the army

a private of the Twentieth Illinois
Volunteers, he later became a Captain of the

in 1801 as

Second

Illinois Artillery, being finally promoted
He lost his right arm at the battle of
but returned to his regiment as soon as
sufficiently recovered, and continued in active
service to the close of the war.
In 1K05 he became
Professor of Geology and Curator of the JIuseum
in Illinois Wesleyan University at Bloomington,
but resigned to accept a similar position in the
State Normal University. In 1867 he began his

Major.

Shiloli,

—

;
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work

connection with science by
leading a class of pupils to the mountains of
Colorado for the study of geology, which he followed, a year later, by a more thorough survey of
the cailon of the Colorado River than had ever
before been attempted. This led to provision by
Congress, in 1870, for a topographical and geological survey of the Colorado and its tributaries,
which was appropriately placed under his direcLater, he was placed in charge of the
tion.
Bureau of Ethnology in connection with the
Smithsonian Institute, and. again in 1881, was
assigned to the directorship of the United States
Geological Survey, later becoming Director of the
Bureau of Ethnology, in connection with the
Smithsonian Institute iu Washington City,
wliere (1899) he .still remains. In 1886 Major
Powell received the degree of Ph.D. from Heidelberg University, and that of LL.D. from Harvard the same year. He is also a member of the
leading scientific associations of the country,
greatest

in

his reports and addresses fill numerous
volumes issued by the Government.
POWELL, William Henry, soldier and manufacturer, was born in South Wales, May 10, 1825
came to America iu 1830, was educated in the
common schools of Tennessee, and (1856-61) was
manager of a manufacturing company at Ironton, Ohio; in 1861, became Captain of a West
Virginia cavalry company, and was advanced
through the grades of Major, Lieutenant-Colonel
and Colonel was wounded while leading a charge
at Wytheville, Va. left on the field, captured and
confined in Libby Prison six months. After exchange he led a cavalry division in the Army of
the Shenandoah was made Brigadier-General in

while

;

,

;

October, 1864

;

after the

war

settled in

West

Vir-

and was a Republican Presidential Elector
He is now at the head of a nail mill and
Belleville, and was Commander of the
Grand Army of the Republic for the Department
ginia,

in 1868.

foundry in

of Illinois during 1895-96.

PRAIRIE CITY, a village in McDonough
County, on the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy
Railroad, 25 miles south by west from Galesburg
and 17 miles northeast of Macomb. It has a

carriage factory and a large nursery also has a
;

bank, five churches and two weekly papers.

Pop-

ulation (1880). 944; (1890), 812.

PRAIRIE DU PONT,

Bridge
Prairie), an early French settlement, one mile
south of Cahokia. It was commenced about 1760,
located on the banks of a creek, on which was
the first mill, operated by water-power, in that
section, having been erected by missionaries
(in

English,

from

St. Sulpice, in 1754.

In

1765 the village

contained fourteen families. In
inundated and nearly destroyed.

PRAIRIE du ROCHER,

1844

it

was

(in English, Prairie of

the Rock), an early French village in what is
now Monroe County, which began to spring up
near Fort Chartres (see Fort Chartres), and by
1722 had grown to be a considerable settlement.
It stood at the foot of the Mississippi bluffs, about
four miles northeast of the fort. Like other

French villages in
priest, its

common

had its church and
and commons. Many of

Illinois, it

field

the houses were picturesque cottages built of
limestone. The ancient village is now extinct;
yet, near the outlet of a creek which runs through
the bluff, may be seen the vestiges of a water mill,
said to have been erected by the Jesuits during
the days of French occupation.
PRENTICE, William S., Methodist Episcopal
clergyman, was born in St. Clair County, 111., in
1819; licensed as a Methodist preacher in 1849,
and filled pastorates at Paris, Danville, Carlinville, Springfield, Jacksonville and other places
the latter part of his life, serving as Presiding
Elder was a delegate to the General Conference
of 1860, and regularly re-elected from 1872 to the
end of his life. During the latter part of his life
;

home was in Springfield. Died, June 28, 1887.
PRENTISS, Benjamin Mayberry, soldier, was

his

born at

Belleville,

Wood

County, Va., Nov.

23,

accompanied his parents to Misremoved to Quincy, 111., where
he learned a trade, afterwards embarking in the
commission business. In 1844-45 he was Lieuten1819;

in 1835

souri, and, in 1841,

ant of a company sent against the Mormons at
Nauvod, later serving as Captain of Volunteers in
the Mexican War. In 1860 he was an unsuccessful Republican candidate for Congress; at the
outbreak of the Civil War tendered his services
to Governor Yates, and was commissioned Colonel
of the Tenth Illinois Volunteers, was almost
immediately promoted to Brigadier-General and
placed in command at Cairo, so continuing until
relieved by General Grant, in September, 1861.
At the battle of Shiloh, in April following, he
was captured with most of his command, after a
most vigorous fight with a superior rebel force,
but, in 1862, was exchanged and brevetted MajorGeneral of Volunteers. He was a member of the
court-martial that tried Gen. Fitzjohn Porter,
and, as commander at Helena, Ark. defeated the
Confederate Generals Holmes and Price on July
He resigned his commission, Oct. 28,
3, 1863.
In 1869 he was appointed by President
1863.
Grant Pension Agent at Quincy, serving four
,
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At present (1898) General Prentiss' resiis at Bethany, Mo., wliere he served as
Postmaster, during the administration of President Benjamin Harrison, and was reappointed by
President MuKiuley.
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTORS. {See Elections.)
PRESBYTERI.VX HOSPITAL, located at Cliicago, was organized in 1883 by a number of
wealthy and liberal Presbyterians, "for the purpose of affording medical and surgical aid to sick
and disabled persons, and to provide them, while
inmates of the hospital, with the ministrations
of the gospel, agreeably to the doctrines and
forms of the Presbyterian Church. " Rush Medical College offered a portion of its ground as a site
(see Rush Medical College), and through generous
building was
subscriptions,
a well-planned

years.

dence

erected, capable

A

patients.

of

accommodating about 250
the college and

corridor connects

hospital buildings.

The medical

eighteen of Chicago's best

comprises
physicians and

staff

known

surgeons.

PRESBTTERIAXS, THE. The

first

Presby-

terian society in Illinois was organized by Rev.
James McGready, of Kentucky, in 181G, at

Sharon, White County. Revs. Samuel J. Mills
and Daniel. Smith, also Presbyterians, had visited
the State in 1814, as representatives of the Massachusetts Missionary Society, but had formed no
The members of the Sharon church
society.
were almost all immigrants from the South, and

were largely of Scotch-Irish extraction. Two
other churches were established in 1819 one at
Shoal Creek, Bond County, and the other at
Edwardsville. In 182.'j there were but three

—

—

Presbyterian ministers in Illinois Revs. Stephen
Ten years
Bliss, John Brich and B. F. Spilman.
later there were 80 churches, with a membership
In 1880 the number of
of 2,500 and CO ministers.
churches had increased to 487; but, in 1890, (as
shown bj' the United States census) there were
In the latter year tliere were 40.') ministers
less.
and 52,945 members. The Synod of Illinois is the
highest ecclesiastical court of the denomination
in

the

State,

and, under

its

jurisdiction, the

church maintains two seminaries: one (the McCormick) at Chicago, and the other (the Blackburn University) at Carlinville. The organ of
the denomination is "The Interior," founded hy
Cyrus H. MoCormick, and published weekly at
Chicago, with William C. Gray as editor. The
Illinois Synod embraced within its jurisdiction
(1895) eleven Presbyteries, to which were attached
483 churches, 464 ministers and a membership of
63,347.

(See also Religious Denominations.)
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PRICKETT, Abraham, pioneer merchant, was
born near Lexington, Ky., came to Madison
County, III., in 1808; was emploj'ed for a time in
the drug business in St. Louis, then opened a
store at Edwardsville, wliere, in 1813, he received
from the first County Court of Jladison County,
a license to retail mercliandise. In 1818, he served
as one of the three Delegates from Madison
County to the Convention which framed the first
Constitution,

State

the same

and,

year,

was

a Representative in the First General
Assembly; was also Postmaster of the town of
Edwardsville for a nmuber of years. In 1825 he
removed to Adams County and laid out an addition to the city of Quincy; was also engaged
there in trade with the Indians. In 1836, while
engaged on a Government contract for the removal of snags and other obstructions to the navigation of Red River, he died at Xatcliitoches, La.

elected

—Georg:e

W.

(Prickett) a son of the preceding,

and afterwards a citizen of Chicago, is said to
have been the first white child born in Edwardsville.— Isaac (Prickett), a brother of Abraham,
came to St. Louis in 1815, and to Edwardsville in
1818, where he was engaged in mercantile business with his brother and, later, on his own
account. He held the offices of Postmaster, Public

Administrator,

Quartermaster-General

State Militia, Inspector of
and, from 1838 to

Moneys

"42,

tlie

of
State Penitentiary,

was Receiver

of Public

at Edwardsville, dying in 1844.

PRICKETT,

David, pioneer lawyer, was born
in Franklin County, Ga., Sept. 21, 1800; in early
childhood was taken by his parents to Kentucky

and from there to Edwardsville, 111. He graduated from Transylvania University, and, in 1821,
began the practice of law was the first Supreme
Court Reporter of Illinois, Judge of the Madison
County Probate Court, Representative in the
General Assembly (1826 28), Aid-de-Camp to
General Whiteside in tlie Black Hawk War,
;

State's Attorney for Springfield Judicial Circuit
(1837),

Treasurer of the Board of Canal Commis-

sioners (1840), Director of the State Bank of Illinois (1842), Clerk of the HoiLse of Representatives
for ten sessions

and Assistant Clerk of the same

at the time of his death, JIarch

PRIXCE, David,
born in Brooklyne.

phy.sician

1,

1847.

and surgeon, was

Windham

County, Conn.,
June 21, 1816; removed with his parents to
Canandaigua, N. Y., and was educated in the
academy there began the study of medicine in
the College of Physicians and Surgeons in New
York, finishing at the Ohio Medical College, Cincinnati, where he was associated, for a year and a.
;

)
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with the celebrated surgeon, Dr. Muzzy. In
1843 he came to Jacksonville, 111., and, for two
years, was Professor of Anatomy in the Medical
Department of Illinois College; later, .spent five
years practicing in St. Louis, and lecturing on
surgery in the St. Louis Medical College, when,
returning to Jacksonville in 1852, he established
half,

himself in practice there, devoting special attenwhich he had already won a
During the latter part of the
Civil War he served, for fourteen months, as
Brigade .Surgeon in the Army of the Potomac,
and, on the capture of a portion of his brigade,
voluntarily surrendered himself that he might
attend the captives of his command in Libby
After the close of the war he was
Prison.
employed for some months, by the Sanitary Comin
writing a medical history of the war.
mission,
tion to surgery, in

wide reputation.

He

visited Europe twice, first in 1881 as a delegate to the International Medical Congress in
London, and again as a member of the Copen-

hagen Congress of 1884

—at

eacli visit

making

inspection of the hospitals in London,
and Berlin. About 1867 he established a
Sanitarium in Jacksonville for the treatment of
surgical cases and chronic diseases, to which he
gave tlie closing years of his life. Thoroughly
devoted to his profession, liberal, public-spirited
and sagacious in the adoption of new methods, he
stood in the front rank of his profession, and his
death was mourned by large numbers who had
received the benefit of his ministrations without
money and without price. He was member of
careful
Paris,

a

number

of

besides local

leading professional
literary

and

Died, at Jacksonville, Dec.

PRINCE, Edward,

associations,

social organizations.

was born

;

;

'

November,

at

West

Bloomfield, Ontario County, N. Y., Dec. 8, 1832;
attended school at Payson, 111., and Illinois College, Jacksonville, graduating from the latter in
1852; studied law at Quincy. and after admission
to the bar in 1853, began dealing in real estate.
In 18G1 he offered his services to Governor Yates,
was made Captain and Drill-master of cavalry
and, a few months later, commissioned Lieutenant-Colonel of the Seventh Illinois Cavalry, taking part, as second in command, in the celebrated
"Grierson raid" through Mississippi, in 1863,
serving until discharged with the rank of Colonel
of his regiment, in 1864. After the war he gave
considerable attention to engineering and tlie
construction of a system of water-works for the
city of Quincy. where he now resides.
PRINCE, tiieorgre W., lawyer and Congres.sman,
born in Tazewell County, 111., March 4, 1854; was

1898.

PRINCETON, a city and the county-seat of
Bureau County, on the Chicago, Burlington &
Quincy Railroad, 22 miles west-southwest of
Mendota, and 105 miles west-southwest of Chicago.
It has a court house, gas-works, a good
system of graded schools (including a high
school), numerous churclies. three weekly newspapers ami several banks. Coal is mined here,
and the manufactures include flour, carriages
and farm implements. Population (1880), 3.429;
Princeton is populated with one of
(1890), 3,396.
the most intelligent and progressive communities
in the State.
It was the home of Owen Lovejoy
during the greater part

(jf liis

life in Illinois.

PRINCETON & WESTERN RAILWAY.

(See

Northwestern Railway.)
PRINCEVILLE, a village of Peoria County, on
the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe and the Rock
Island & Peoria Railways, 22 miles northwest of
Peoria; is a trade center for a prosperous agriculPopulation (1880), 509; (1890), 641.
tural region.
PROPHETSTOWN, a town in Whiteside
County, on tlie Mendota & Fulton branch of the
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad, 45 miles
northwest of Mendota; has some manufactures,
a bank and two newspapers. Population (1880),

Chicago

19, 1889.

lawyer,

educated in the public schools and at Knox ColHe
lege, graduating from the latter in 1878.
then studied law and was admitted to the bar in
1880 was elected City Attorney of Galesburg the
following year served as chairman of the Knox
County Republican Central Committee in 1884,
and, in 1888, was elected Representative in the
General Assembly and re-elected two years later.
In 1892 he was the Republican nominee for
Attorney-General of the State of Illinois, but was
defeated with the rest of the State ticket; at
a special election, held in April, 1895, he was
chosen Representative in Congress from the
Tenth District to fill the vacancy caused by the
death of Col. Philip Sidney Post, which had
occurred in January preceding. In common with
a majority of his colleagues, Mr. Prince was
re-elected in 1896, receiving a plurality of nearly
16,000 votes, and was elected for a tliird term in

<Sr

803; (1890), 694.

PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION.

(See

Minoritii Representation.

PROTESTANT EPISCOPAL CHURCH.

The

pioneer Episcopal clergyman in this State was the
Rt. Rev. Philander Chase, who was made Bishop
of Illinois in 1835, and was. the founder of Jubilee College.

(See Chase, Rev. Philander.)

State at present

is

The

organized under the provincial

IIISTUincAL HXCVrLUl'EDlA OF ILLINOIS.
system, the province comprising the dioceses of
Chicago. Vuincy and Springtield. At its head
(IS'JS) is the Rt. Rev. William E. McLaren. Bishop

Rev. George F. Seymour of SpringBishop of the Springtield Diocese, with
C. R. Hale. Coadjutor at Cairo, and Rev. Alexander Burgess, Bislioj) of tlie Quincy Diocese, with
residence at Peoria. The numerical strength of
the church in Illinois is not great, although
between 1880 and 1890 its membership was almost
doubled. In 1840 there were but eighteen
parishes, with thirteen clergymen and a membership of 267. By 1880 the number of parishes had
increased to 89, there being 137 ministers and
The United States Census
9.843 communicants.
of 1890 showed the following figures: Parishes,
197; clergymen, l.")0, membership, 18,609.
Total
contributions ( 1890) for general church and mission work, 8373,798.
The chief educational institution of the denomination in the West is the
Western Theological Seminary at Chicago. (See
also Religions Denominations.)
PRYOR, Joseph Everett, pioneer and early
steamboat captain, was born in Virginia, August
10, 1787— the son of a non-commissioned officer of
the Revolution, who emigrated to Kentucky about
1790 and settled near Louisville, wliich was then
a fort with some twenty log cabins. In 1813 tlie
son located where Golconda. Pope County, now
stands, and early in life adopted the calling of a
boatman, whicli he pursued some forty years.
At this time he held a commission as a "Falls
Pilot.
and piloted the first steamer that ascended
the Ohio River from New Orleans. During his
long service no accident happened to any steamer
for which he was responsible, although the MisHe owned and
sissippi then bristled with snags.
commanded the steamer Telegraph, which was
sunk, in 1835, bj' collision with the Duke of
Orleans on the Mississippi, but, owing to his presence of mind and the good discipline of his crew,
no lives were lost. The salient features of his
character were a boundless benevolence manifested to others, and his dauntless courage, displayed not only in the face of dangers met in his
career as a boatman, but in his encounters with
robbers who then infested portions of Southern
Illinois.
He had a reputation as a skillful pilot
and popular commander not excelled by any of
of Chicago.
tield

is

his contemporaries.

He died,

in

Pope

County, Oct. 5

leaving one daughter,

now

1801,

at his

Mrs. Cornelia P. Bozman, of Cairo,

home
111.

PUBLIC INSTRUCTION, SUPERINTENDENTS OF. (See Siqjerinte7idents of Puhlir
Instruction.)
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Isaac C, soldier, was born in Christian
County, Ky., Nov. 23, 1805; came to lUinoi.s, in

PUGH,

1821, with his father, who first settled in Shelby
County, but, in 1829, removed to Macon County,
where the subject of this sketch resided until his
General Pugh
death, at Decatur, Nov. 14, 1874.
served in three wars first in the Black Hawk
War of 1833; then, with the rank of Captain and
Field Officer in the Fourth Regiment Illinois
Volunteers (Col. E. D. Baker's) in the war with
Mexico, and, during the Civil War, entering upon
the latter as Colonel of the Forty-first Illinois
Volunteer Infantry, in September, 1861. and
being mustered out with the rank of full Brigadier-General in August, 1864, when liis regiment
was consolidated with tlie Fifty-third. He took
part with his regiment in the battles of Fort
Donelson and Shiloh, and in the operations
around Vicksburg, being wounded at the latter.
In the year of his retirement from the army
(1864) he was elected a Rejiresentative in the
Twenty-fourth General Assembly, and, tlie following year, was chosen County-Clerk of Macon
County, serving four years.

—

PUGH, Jonathan

H., pioneer lawyer, was bom
County, Ky., came to Bond County, 111.,
and being
the second lawyer to establish himself in practice
in that city.
He served in tlie Tliird, Fifth,
Sixth and Seventli General Assemblies, and was
defeated for Congress by Josepli Duncan (afterwards Governor), in 1831. Died, in 1833. Mr.
Pugh is described by his contemporaries as a man
of brilliant parts, an able lawyer and a great wit.
PUL.\SKI COUNTT, an" extreme soutliern
county and one of the smallest in the State,
bordering on the Ohio River and having an area
of 190 square miles and a population (1890), of
in Batli

finally locating at Springfield in 1823,

It was cut off from Alexander County in
1843, and named in honor of a Polish jjatriot who
had aided the Americans during the Revolution.
The soil is generally rich, and the surface varied
with much low land along the Cache and the Ohio
Rivers.
Wheat, corn and fruit are the principal
crops, while considerable timber is cut upon tlie
bottom lands. Mound City is the county-seat
and was conceded a population, by tlie census of
1890, of 2,550.
Only the lowest, barren portion of
the carboniferous formation extends under the
soil, the coal measures being absent.
Traces of
iron have been found and sulphur and copperas
11,3.55.

springs akiound.

PULLMAN, a former subirrb (now a part of
the South Division) of the city of Chicafm. 13.8
miles south of the initial station of the Illinois
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Central Railroad. The Pullman Palace Car Company began the erection of buildings here in 1880,
and, on the 1st of January, 1881, the first family
settled in the future manufacturing city. Within
the next few years, it became the center of the
largest manufacturing establishments in the
country, including the Pullman Car Works, the
Allen Paper Car Wheel Works and extensive
forging works, employing thousands of
mechanics. Large numbers of sleeping and dining cars, besides ordinary passenger coaches and
freight cars, were manufactured here every year,
not only for use on the railroads of the United
Tlie
States, but for foreign countries as well.
town was named for the late George M. Pullman,
the founder of the car-works, and was regarded
as a model city, made up of comfortable homes
erected by the Palace Car Company for the use of
It was well supplied with schoolits employes.
houses, and churches, and a public library was
established there and opened to the public in
1883.
The town was annexed to the city of Chisteel

cago in 1890.

PULLMAN,

George Mortimer, founder of the
Pullman Palace Car Company, was born at Brocton, N. Y.,

March

3,

1831,

enjoyed ordinary edu-

advantages in his boyhood and, at
fourteen years of age, obtained employment as a
clerk, but a year later joined his brother in the
cabinet-making business at Albion. His father,
who was a house-builder and house-mover, having died in 1853, young Pullman assumed the
responsibility of caring for the family and, havcational

ing secured a contract for raising a number of
buildings along the Erie Canal, made necessary
by the enlargement of that tlioroughfare, in this
way acquired some capital and experience which
was most valuable to him in after years. Coming to Chicago in 1859, wlien the work of raising
the grade of the streets in the business portion of
the city had been in progress for a year or two,
he found a new field for the exercise of his
inventive skill, achieving some marvelous transformations in a number of the principal business
blocks in tliat part of the city. As early as 1858,
Mr. Pullman had had his attention turned to
devising some means for increasing the comforts
of night-travel upon railways, and, in 1859, he

remodeled two old day-coaches into a species of
which were used upon the Alton
Road. From 1860 to 1863 he spent in Colorado
lievoting his engineering skill to mining; but
returning to Chicago the latter year, entered
upon his great work of developing the idea of the

sleeping-cars,

sleeping-car into

practical

reality.

The

first

car was completed and received the name of the
"Pioneer." This car constituted a part of the
funeral train which took the remains of Abraham
Lincoln to Springfield, 111. after his assassination
,

The development of the "Pullpalace sleeping-car," the invention of the
dining-car, and of vestibule trains, and the build-

in April, 1865.

man

ing up of the great industrial town which bears
his name, and is iiow a part of the city of Chicago, constituted a work of gradual development
which resulted in some of the most remarkable
achievements in the history of the nineteenth
century, both in a business sense and in promoting the comfort and safety of the traveling pubconditions of
lic, as well as in bettering the
workingmen. He lived to see the results of his
inventive genius and manufacturing skill in use
upon the principal railroads of the United States

and introduced upon a number of important lines
Mr. Pullman was identified with
in Europe also.
a number of other enterprises more or less closely
related to the transportation business, but the

Pullman Palace Car Company was the one with
which he was most closely connected, and by
which he will be longest remembered. He was
also associated with some of the leading educational and benevolent enterprises about the city
lie contributed in a liberal
his life and in his will.
His
death occurred suddenly, from heart disease, at
his home in Chicago, Oct. 19, 1897.
PURPLE, Norman H., lawyer and jurist, was
born in Litchfield County, Conn. read law and
was admitted to the bar in Tioga County, Pa.,
settled at Peoria, 111., in 1836, and the following
year was appointed Prosecuting Attorney for the
Ninth Judicial District, which then embraced
the greater portion of the State east of Peoria.
In 1844 he was a Presidential Elector, and, in
1845, Governor Ford appointed him a Justice of

of Chicago, to whicli

manner during

,

the Supreme Court, vice Jesse B. Thomas, Jr.,
who had resigned. As required by law, he at the

same time served as Circuit Judge, his district
embracing all the counties west of Peoria, and

home being at Quincy. After the adoption of
the Constitution of 1848 he returned to Peoria and
resumed practice. He compiled the Illinois
liis

Statutes relating to real property, and, in 1857,
made a compilation of the general laws, gener-

known to the legal profession as the "Purple
He subsequently undertook to comand arrange the laws passed from 1857 to '63,
and was engaged on this work when overtaken
by death, at Chicago, Aug 9, 1863. He was a
member of the Constitutional Convention of 1862,
ally

Statutes."
pile
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and, during the last ten years of his
nent at the Chicago bar.

life,

promi-

PUTERBAUGH,

Sabin D., judge and author,
Miami County, Ohio, Sept. 28, l.siU;
at 8 }-ears of age removed with hi.s parents to Taze
well County, 111; settled in Pekin in 1853, where
he read law, and was admitted to the bar in 1856.
At the outbreak of the rebellion he was commis-

was born

sioned,

in

Governor Yates, Major of the Eleventh
Cavalry, and took part in numerous

bj-

Illinois

engagements in Western Tennessee and Missisincluding the battles of Shiloh and Corinth,
Resigning his commission in 1802, he took up his
residence at Peoria, where he resumed practi(^e
and began the preparation of his first legal work
"Common Law Pleading and Practice." In
1864 he formed a partnership with Col. Robert G.
Ingersoll, which continued until 1867, when Mr.
Puterbaugh was elected Circuit Court Judge.
He retired from the bench in 1873 to resume private practice and pursue his work as an author.
His first work, having already run through three
editions, was followed by "Puterbaugh's Chancery Pleading and Practice," the first edition of
which appeared in 1874, and "Michigan Chancery
Practice," which appeared in 1881. In 1880 he
was chosen Presidential Elector on the Republican ticket.
Died, Sept. 25, 1892. Leslie D.
(Puterbaugh), a son of Judge Puterbaugh, is
Judge of the Circuit Court of the Peoria Circuit.
PUTNAM COUNTY, the smallest county in the
State, both as to area and population, containing
only 170 square miles; population (1890), 4,730.
It lies near the center of the north half of the
State, and was named in honor of Gen. Israel
sippi,

—

Putnam.
within

was

its

The

American
was Gurdon

first

limits

to erect a cabin
S.

Hubbard, who

in business there, as a fur-trader, as early as

afterwards became a prominent citizen
of Chicago. The county was created by act of
the Legislature in 1825, although a local government was not organized until some years later.
Since that date. Bureau, Marshall and Stark
Counties have been erected therefrom. It is
crossed and drained by the Illinois River. The
surface is moderately undulating and the soil
fertile.
Corn is the chief staple, although wheat
Coal is
and oats are e.xtensively cultivated.
mined and exported. Hennepin is the county1835, but

in 1839.
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The site is naturally one of the most beauti-

ful in the State, the princii)al part of the city

being
on a limestone bluff having an elevation

built

of 125 to 150 feet,

and overlooking the

Mississippi

for a long distance. Its location is 1 12 miles west
of Springfield and 264 miles southwest of Chicago. Besides being a principal shipping point

for the river trade north of
converging point of several

St. Louis, it is the
important railway
including the Wabash, two branches of the
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy, and the Quincy,
Omaha & Kansas City, giving east and west, as
well as north and south, connections.
At the
present time (1899) several important lines, or
extensions of railroads already constructed, are in
contemplation, which, when completed, will add
largely to the commercial importance of the city.
The city is regularly laid out, the streets intersecting each other at right angles, and being
lighted with gas and electricity.
Water is
obtained from the Mississippi. There are several
electric railway lines, four public parks, a fine
railway bridge across the Mississippi, to which a
wagon bridge has been added within the past two
years a fine railwaj- depot and several elegant
public buildings, including a handsome county
court-house, a Government buikling for the nse
of the Post-office and the United States District

lines,

;

Court.

The

Illinois Soldiers"

and

Sailors'

Home

located here, embracing a large group of cotoccupied by veterans of the Civil War,
besides hospital and admini.stration buildings for
the use of the officers. The city,lias moie than
is

tages

thirty churches, three libraries (one free-public
college), with excellent schools and
other educational advantages.
Among the
higher institutions of learning are the Chaddock
College (Methodist Episcopal) ami the St. Francis
Solanus College (Roman Catholic).
There are

and two

two or three national banks, a State bank with a
S:!l)0,00(l, Ijeside two private banks, four
or five daily papers, with several weekly and one
or two monthly publications. Its advantages as a

capital of

shipjnng point by river and railroad have made it
one of the most important manufacturing ceriters west of Chicago.
The census of 1890 showed
a total of 374 manufacturing establishments,
having an aggregate capital of §6, 1 87, 845, employing 5,058 persons, and turning out an annual

product

QDINCT,

the principal city of Western Illinois,
and the county seat of Adams County. It was
founded in 1822— the late Gov. John Wood erecting the first log-cabin there and was incorporated

—

valued at §10,160,492.
The cost of
material used was §5.597,990, and the wages paid
Tlie number of different industries
reported aggregated seventy-six, the more important being foundries, carriage and wagon fac-

§2,383,571.

tories, agricultural

implement works, cigar and

;
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tobacco factories, flour-mills, breweries, brickyards, lime works, saddle and harness shops,
paper mills, furniture factories, organ works, and
Population (1880) 27,268
artificial-ice factories.

unjust discrimination, and (if necessary) enforce
prosecutions therefor; to secure the safe condition of railway road-beds, bridges and trestles: to

(1890), 31,494: (1898) estimated, 40,000.

to intersections

,

QUINCT, ALTON & ST. LOUIS RAILROAD,
(See C'liicago, Burlington

<f-

i^)iiiiici)

Railnmd.)

(jUINCT & CHICAGO RAILROAD.

(See C/n-

&

Wabash

TOLEDO

RAILROAD.

(See

QUINCT &

WARSAW RAILROAD.
<f-

(See

Quincy Railroad.)

RAAB, Henry, ex-State Superintendent of
Public Instruction, was born in Wetzlar, Rhenish Prussia, June 20. 1837 learned the trade of a
currier with his father and came to the United
;

States in 1853, finally locating at Belleville, 111.,
where, in 1857, he became a teacher in the public schools
in 1873 was made Superintendent of
schools for that city, and. in 1883, was elected
State Superintendent of Public Instruction on
;

the Democratic ticket, declined a renomination
in 1886; was nominated a second time in 1890,
and re-elected, but defeated by S. M. Inglis in
1894.
In the administration of his office. Professor Raab showed a commendable freedom from
After retiring from the office of
partisanship.
State Superintendent, he resumed a position in
connection with the public schools of Belleville.
RADISSON, Pierre Esprit, an early French
traveler and trailer, who is said to have reached
the Upper Mississippi on his third voyage to the
West in 1658-59. The period of his explorations
extended from 1652 to 1684, of which he prepared
a narrative which was published by the Prince
Society of Boston in 1885, under the title of
"Radisson"s Voyages." He and his brother-inMedard Chouart, first conceived the idea of
(See
planting a settlement at Hudson's Bay.
Chouart. Medard.)
law,

RAILROAD AND WAREHOUSE COMMISSION, a Board of three Commissioners, appointed
by the executive (by and with the advice and consent of the Senate) under authority of an act ap,

proved, April 13, 1871, for the enforcement of the
provisions of the Constitution and laws in relation
The Commission's
to railroads and warehouses.
powers are partly judicial, partly executive. The

following

To

is

a

summary

of

establish a schedule of

its

powers and duties:

maximum

rates, equi-

table to shipper and carrier alike; to require
yearly reports from railroads and warehouses;

to hear

manner of complaints

and

relative

to protect grade-crossings;

to insure the adoption of a safe interlocking system, to be approved by the Commission; to
enforce proper rules for the inspection and regis-

The prinCommission are at the State
where monthly sessions are held. For

cipal offices of the
capital,

Railroad. )

Chicago, Btirlington

all

tration of grain throughout the State.

cago. Burlington &• Quincy Railroad.)

QUINCT

hear and decide

and pass upon complaints of extortion and

the purpose of properly conducting the grain
inspection dejiartment, monthly meetings are
also held at Chicago, where the offices of a Grain
Inspector, appointed by the Board, are located.
Here all business relating to this department is
discussed and necessary special meetings are
The inspection department has no revenue
held.
outside of fees, but the latter are ample for its
Fees for inspection on arrival
maintenance.
("inspection in") are twenty -five cents per carload, ten cents per wagon-load, and forty cents
For
]>er 1,000 busliels from canal-boat or vessels.
inspection from store ("inspected out") the fees
are fifty cents per 1,000 bushels to vessels;
thirty-five cents per car-load, and ten cents per
While there are never
wagon-load to teams.
wanting some cases of friction between the transportation companies and warehousemen on the
one Iiand, and the Commission on the other,
there can be no question that the formation of
the latter has been of great value to the receivers, shippers, forwarders and tax-payers of the
State generally. Similar regulations in regard to
the inspection of grain in warehouses, at East St.

The first
Louis and Peoria, are also in force.
Board, created under the act of 1871, consisted of
Gustavus Koerner. Richard P. Morgan and David
Other
S. Hammond, holding office until 1873.
Boards have been as follows; 1873-77— Henry D.
Cook (deceased 1873, and succeeded by James
Steele), David A. Brown and John M. Pearson;
1877-83— William M. Smith, George M. Bogue and
John H. Oberly (retired 1881 and succeeded by
William H. Robinson) 1883-85— Wm. N. Brainard, E. C. Lewis and Charles T. Stratton; 1885-89
;

—John

Rinaker, Benjamin F. Marsh and Wm. T.
Johnson (retired in 1887 and succeeded by Jason
Rogers); 1889-93— John R. Wheeler. Isaac N.
I.

and W. S. Crim (succeeded. 1891, by John
1893-97— W. S. Cantrell, Thomas F.
Galian and Charles F. Lape (succeeded, 1895, by
George W. Fithian); 1897-99— Cicero J. Lindley,
(See
Charles S. Rannells and James E. Bidwell.
Phillips

R. Tanner)

also

;

Grain Inspection.)
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GENERAL).

(I>

railroad system of Illinois hail

mania

for

internal

its

The existing
inception in the

improvement which swept

over the coimtry in 1836-37, the basis of the plan
aiiopteil in Illinois (as in the Eastern States) being
that the State should construct, maintain, own
and operate an elaborate svstem. Lines were to
be constructed from Cairo to (lalena. from Alton
to Slount Carmel. from Peoria to Warsaw, from
Alton to the Central Ptaih-oad, from Belleville
to >Ioimt Carmel, from Bloomington to Mackinaw Town, an<i from Meredosia to Springfield.
Tlie experiment proved extremely unfortimate
to the financial interests of the State, and laid the
foundation of an immense debt under wliich it
staggered for many years. The Northern Cross
Railroad, extending from Meredosia to Springfield, was the only one so far completed as to be in
operation.
It was sold, in 1847, to Nicholas H.
Ridgely, of Springfield for $21,100, he being the
This line formed a nucleus of
highest bidder.
the existing Wabash system. The first road to
be operated by private parties (out.side of a primitive tramway in St. Clair County, designed for
the transportation of coal to St. Louis) was the
Galena & Chicago Union, chartered in 1836. This
was the second line completeil in the State, and
the first to run from Chicago.
The subsequent
development of the railway system of Illinois
was at first gradual, then steady and finally
rapid.
A succinct description of the varions
lines now in operation in the State may be found

At present Illinois
Union in the extent of

under ap)iropriate headings.
leads all the States of the

railways in operation, the total mileage (1897) of
main track being 10,78.j.43 or 19 miles for each
100 st^uare miles of territory and 2') miles for each
10,000 inhabitants estimating the population
Every one
(1898) at four and a (juarter millions.
of the 103 counties of the State is traversed by at
least one railroad except three Calhoun, Hardin
and Pope. The entire capitalization of the 111
companies doing business in the State in 1896,
(including capital stock, funded debt and current
liabilities), was $2.669,164.142—equal to S67,.'")56
per mile. In 1894, fifteen owned and ten leased
lines paid dividends of from four to eight iier
cent on common, and from four to ten per cent
on preferred, stock the total amount thus paid
aggregating §25,321,7.52. The total earnings and
income, in Illinois, of all lines operated in the
State, aggregated §77. 508..'537, while the total
expenditure within the State was $71,463,367.
Of the 58,263,860 tons of freight carried, 11,611,798 were of agricultural products and 17,179,366

—

—

—

—
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number of passengers
mineral products. The
(earning revenue) carried during the year, was
The

83,281,655.

total

number

em-

of railroad

The entire
ployes (of all classes) was 61.200.
of taxes paid by railroad companies for
From 1836, when the
the year was $3,846,379.
first special charter was granted for the construction of a railroad in Illinois, until 1869

amount

which

after

all

corporations of this character
of tlie

came under the general incorporation laws
Stiite in

—203

accordance with the Constitution of 1870

special charters for the construction of

were granted by the Legislature, besides
numerous amendments of charters already in
railroads

(For the liistory of important individual lines see each road under its corporate

existence.

name.

RALSTON, Virgil Young, editor and soldier,
was born, July 16, 1828, at Vancebiirg, Ky. was
a student in Illinois College one year (1846-47),
after which he studied law in Quincy and practiced for a time also resided some time in California: 1855-57 was one of the editors of "The
Quincy Whig," and represented that paper in the
Editorial Convention at Decatur, Feb. 22, 1856.
(See Anti-Xebraska Editorial Convention.)
In
1861, he was commissioned a Captain in the Sixteentii IlUnois Volunteers, but soon resigned on
account of ill-health later, enlisted in an Iowa
regiment, but died in hospital at St. Louis, from
;

;

;

wounds and

expo.sure, April 19, 1864.

RAMSAY, Rnfus N., State Treasurer, was born
on a farm in Clinton County, 111., May 20, 1838;
received a collegiate education at Illinois and
McKendree Colleges, and at Indiana State University: studied law with ex -Gov. A. C. French,
and was admitted to the bar in 1865, but soon
abandoned the law for banking, in which he was
engaged both at Lebanon and Carlyle, limiting
He

his business to the latter place about 1890.
.served

one term (from 1865) as County Clerk, and

two terms

(1889

and

"91) as

Representative in the

General Assembly, and, in 1892, was nominated
as a

Democrat and elected

Died

.State Treasurer.

in oflice. at Carlyle. Nov. 11, 1894.

RAMSEY,

a village of Fayette County, at the

intersection of the Illinois Central Railroad by
the Toledo, St. Louis & Kansas City, 12 miles
north of Vandalia; the district is agricultural;
lias

one newspaper.

Population

RANDOLPH COUNTY,
section of the State,
sippi

lies

(1890), 598.

in the

southwest

and borders on the

River; area 560 square miles;

Missis-

named

for

Beverly Randolph. It was set off from St. Clair
Coimty in 1795, being the second county organ-

;
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which now constitutes
From the earliest period of

ized in the territory

State of

Illinois.

the
Illi-

Randolph County has been a pivotal
point.
In the autumn of 1700 a French and
Indian settlement was established at Kaskaskia,
which subsequently became the center of French
nois history,

influence

in

the

Mississippi

Valley.

In 1723

du Eoclier was founded by the French.
was in Randolph County that Fort Chartres
was built, in 1720, and it was here that Col.
Prairie

It

George Rogers Clark's expedition for the seizure
met with success in the
capture of Kaskaskia.
American immigration
began with the close of the Revolutionary "War.
Among the early settlers were the Cranes (Ichabod and George), Gen. John Edgar, the Dodge
family, the Morrisons, and John Rice Jones.
Toward the close of the century came Shadrach
Bond (afterwards the first Governor of the State)
with his uncle of the same name, and the
Menards (Pierre and Hippolyte), the first of
whom subsequently became Lieutenant - Govof the "Illinois Country"

ernor.

(See Bond, Shadrach; Menard, Pierre.)

In outline, Randolph County

is

triangular, while

its surface is diversified.
Timber and building
stone are abundant, and coal underlies a considerable area. Chester, the county -seat, a city of
3,000 inhabitants, is a place of considerable trade

and the seat of the Southern IlUnois Penitentiary.
The county is crossed by several railroad lines,
and transportation facilities are excellent. Population (1880), 23,090; (1890), 25,049.
EANSOM, (Gen.) Thomas Edward Greenfleld,
soldier, was born at Norwich, Vt. Nov. 29, 1834
educated at Norwich University, an institution
under charge of his father, who was later an
officer of the Mexican War and killed at Cliapultepec.
Having learned civil engineering, he
entered on his profession at Peru, 111., in 1851;
in 1855 became a member of the real-estate firm
of A. J. Galloway & Co., Chicago, soon after
removing to Fayette County, where he acted as
agent of the Illinois Central Railroad. Under
the first call for volunteers, in April, 1861, he
organized a company, which having been incorporated in the Eleventh Illinois, he was elected
Major, and, on the reorganization of the regiment
for the three-years' service, was commissioned
Lieutenant-Colonel, in this capacity having command of his regiment at Fort Donelson, where he
was severely wounded and won deserved promotion to a colonelcy, as successor to Gen. W. H.
L. Wallace, afterwards killed at Shiloh.
Here
Colonel Ransom again distinguished himself by
his bravery, and though again wounded while
,

leading his regiment, remained in command
through the day. His service was recognized by
He bore a
promotion as Brigadier - General.
prominent part in the siege of Vicksburg and in
the Red River campaign, and, later, commanded
the Seventh Army Corps in the operations about
Atlanta, but finally fell a victim to disease and
his numerous wounds, dying in Chicago, Oct. 29,
1864, having previously received the brevet rank
of Major-General.
General Ransom was confessedly one of the most brilliant officers contributed by Illinois to the War for the Union, and
was pronounced, by both Grant and Sherman, one
of the ablest volunteer generals in their commands.
RAJfTOUL, a city in Champaign Coimty, at
the junction of the main line of the Illinois Central Railroad, with its West Lebanon and Leroy
branch, 14 miles north-northeast of Champaign
soutli by west of Chicago.
It has
churches, a graded school, two

and 114 miles
a bank, five

weekly papers, machine shops, flouring and flax
tile factories, and many handsome resi-

mills,

Population (1880), 850; (1890), 1,074.
Sebastian, a Jesuit missionary, born
France, in 1658; at his own request was
attached to the French missions in Canada in
1689, and, about 1691 or '92, was sent to the Illinois Country, where he labored for two years,
traveling much and making a careful study of
dences.

RASLE,

in

the Indian dialects. He left many manuscripts
descriptive of his journeyings and of the mode of
From Illilife and character of the aborigines.
nois he was transferred to Norridgewock, Maine,
where he prepared a dictionary of the Abenaki

language in three volumes, which is now preserved in the library of Harvard College. His
influence over his Indian parishioners was great,
and his use of it, during the French and Indian
War, so incensed the English colonists in Massachusetts that the Governor set a price upon his
head. On August 13, 1724, he was slain, with
seven Indian chiefs who were seeking to aid his
escape, during a night attack upon Norridgewock by a force of English soldiers from Fort
Richmond, his mutilated bodj' being interred the
next day by the Indians. In 1883, the citizens of

Norridgewock erected a monument to his memory on the spot where he fell.
RASTER, Herman, journalist, was born in Germany in 1828 entered journalism and came to
America in 1851, being employed on German
papers in Buffalo and New York City in 1867
;

;

accepted the position of editor-in-chief of "The
Chicago Staats Zeitung, which he continued to
"

'
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fill

until June, 1890,

when he went

to Eurojie for

the benefit of his health, Jyiug at Dresden. July
While employed on papers in this
24.
1891.
country during the Civil War, he acted as the
American correspondent of papers at Berlin,
Bremen, Vienna, and other cities of Central
Europe. He served as delegate to both State and
National Conventions of the Republican jmrty,
and, in 1869, received from President Grant the
appointment of Collector of Internal Revenue for
the Chicago District, but, during the later years
of his life, co<")perated with the Democratic

Pa.,

March

RAUM,

24, 1894.

Green Berry, soldier and author,
Pope County, 111., Dec.
law and was admitted to the bar in
1853, but, three years later, removed with his
family to Kansas. His Free-State proclivities
rendering him obnoxious to the pro-slavery party

was born

((Jen.)

at Golconda,

'S.

1829, studied

there, he returned to Illinois in 1857, settling at

Harrisburg, Saline County. Early in the Civil
he was commissioned a Major in the Fiftywas subsequently pro-

War

sixth Illinois Volunteers,

party.

RArCH, John Henry,

physician and sanitary

expert, born in Lebanon, Pa.. Sept.

4,

1828,

and

graduated in medicine at the University of Pennsylvania, in 1849. The following year he removed
lie was an
to Iowa, settling at Burlington.
active member of the Iowa State Medical Society,
and, in 1851. prepared and published a '"Report
on the Medical and Economic Botany of Iowa,"
and,
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America," and a series of reports as Secretary of
the State Board of Health. Died, at Lebanon,

later,

made a

collection

of

ichthyologic

remains of the Upper Mississippi and Missouri for
Professor Agassiz. From 1857 to 1860 he filled
the chair of Materia Medica and Medical Botany
at Rush Medical College, Chicago, occupying the
same position in 1859 in the Chicago College of
Pharmacy, of which he was one of the organDuring the Civil War he served, until
izers.
1864, as Assistant Medical Director, first in the
Army of the Potomac, and later in Louisiana,
being brevetted Lieutenant-Colonel at the close of
the struggle. Returning to Chicago, he aided in
reorganizing the city's health service, and, in
1867, was appointed a member of the new Board
of Health and Sanitary Inspector, serving until.
1876.
The latter year he was chosen President of
the American Public Health Association, and,
in 1877, a member of the newly created State

Board of Healtli of

Illinois,

and elected

its first

President. Later, he became Secretary, and continued in that office during his connection with
the Board. In 1878-79 he devoted much attention
to the yellow-fever epidemic, and was instrumental in tlie formation of the Sanitary Council
of the Mississijipi, and in securing the adoption
of a system of river inspection by the National
Board of Health. He was a member of many
scientific bodies, and the author of numerous
monographs and printed addresses, chiefly in the
domain of sanitary science and preventive medicine.
Among them may be noticed "Intramural Interments and Their Influence on Health

and Epidemics," ''Sanitary Problems of Chicago," "Prevention of Asiatic Cholera in North

moted to a Lieutenant-Colonelcy, and, later,
advanced to a Brigadier-Generalship, resigning
his commission at the close of the war (May 6,
He was with Rosecrans in the Mississippi
1865).
campaign of 1862, took a conspicuous part in the
battle of

Corinth, participated in the siege of

Vicksburg and was wounded at Missionary Ridge.
He also rendered valuable service during the
Atlanta campaign, keeping lines of communication open, re-enforcing Resaca and repulsing an
attack by General Hood. He was with Sherman
in the "March to the Sea," and with Hancock, in
the Shenandoah Valley,
1866 General

when the war closed.

Raum became

In
President of the pro-

&

Vincennes Railroad, an enterprise
He
of which he had been an active promoter.
was elected to Congress in 1866 from the Southjected Cairo

ern Illinois District (then the Thirteenth), serving one term, and the same year presided over the
Republican State Convention, as he did again in

—

1876 and in 1880 was also a delegate to the
National Conventions at Cincinnati and Chicago

From August
1876, to May 31, 1883, General Raum served as
Commissioner of Internal Revenue at Washington, in that time having superintended the col-

the last two years just mentioned.
2,

lection of .$800,000,000 of revenue, and the
disbursement of §30,000.000. After retiring from
the Commissionership, he resumed the practice
of law in Washington.
In 1889 he was appointed
Commissioner of Pensions, remaining to the
close of President Harrison's administration,
when he removed to Chicago and again engaged
in practice.
During the various political cam])aigns of the past thirty years, his services have
been in frequent request as a campaign speaker,
and he has canvassed a number of States in the
interest of the Republican party.
Besides his
ofticial reports, he is author of "The Existing

Between Republican Government and
Southern Oligarchy" (Washington, 1884), and a
number of magazine articles.
Conflict
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RAUM,

John, pioneer and early legislator, was
born in Hummelstown, Pa., July 14, 1793, and
died at Golconda,

111.,

March

14,

1869.

Having

received a liberal education in liis native State,
the subject of tliis sketch settled at Shawneetown.
111., in
1823. but removed to Golconda, Pope
County, in 1826. He had previously served three
years in the War of 1813, as First Lieutenant of
the Sixteenth Infantry, and, while a resident of
Illinois, served in the Black Hawk War of 1833 as
Brigade Major. He was also elected Senator

from the District composed of Pope and Johnson
Counties in the Eighth General Assembly (1833),
as successor to Samuel Alexander, who liad
resigned.
The following year he was appointed
Clerk of the Circuit Court of Pope County, and
was also elected Clerk of the County Court the
same year, holding both offices for many years,
and retaining the County Clerkship up to his
He was
death, a period of thirty-five years.
married March 32, 1827, to Juliet C. Field, and

was father of Brig. -Gen. Green B. Raum, and
Maj. John M. Raum, both of w4iom served in the
volunteer army from Illinois during the Civil
War.
RAWLINS, John Aaron, soldier. Secretary of
War, was born at East Galena, Feb. 13, 1S31, the
son of a small farmer, who was also a charcoalburner. The son, after irregular attendance on
the district scliools and a year passed at Mount
Morris Academy, began the study of law. He
was admitted to the bar at Galena in 18.54, and at
once began practice. In 1857 he was elected City
Attorney of Galena, and nominated on the DougAt the outbreak of
las electoral ticket in 1860.
the Civil War lie favored, and publicly advocated,
coercive measures, and it is said that it was
partly through his influence that General Grant
early tendered his services to the Government.

He

served on the staff of the latter from the time
General Grant was given command of a brigade
until the close of the war, mo.st of the time being

and rising in rank, step by step, until,
in 1863, he became a Brigadier-General, and, in
His long service on the
1865, a Major-General.
staff of General Grant indicates the estimation
in wliich he was held by his chief. Promptl3- on
the assumption of the Presidency by General
Grant, in March, 1869, he was appointed Secretary of War, but consumption had already
obtained a hold upon his constitution, and he survived only six months, dying in office, Sept. 6,

its chief,

1869.

RAY, Charles H., journalist, was born at Norwich, Chenango County, N. Y., March 12, 1821;

came west

in 1843, studied medicine

and began

practice at Muscatine, Iowa, afterwards locating
in Tazewell County, 111., also being associated,

with the publication of a temperance
paper at Springfield. In 1847 he removed to
Galena, soon after becoming editor of "The
Galena Jeffersonian," a Democratic paper, with
which he remained until 1854. He took strong
ground against the Kansas-Nebraska Bill, and, at
tlie session of the Legislature of 1855, served as
Secretary of the Senate, also acting as correspondent of "The New York Tribune"; a few
months later became associated with Joseph.
Medill and John C. Vaughan in tlie purchase and
management of "Tlie Chicago Tribune," Dr. Ray
assuming the position of editor-in-chief. Dr.
Ray was one of the most trenchant and powerful
writers ever connected with the Illinois press,
and his articles exerted a wide influence during
the period of tlie organization of the Republican
party, in which he was an influential factor.
He
was a member of the Convention of Anti-Nebraska editors lield at Decatur, Feb. 22, 1856, and
served as Chairman of the Committee on Resolutions.
(See Anti-\ebraska Editorial Convention.)
At the State Republican Convention held
at Bloomington, in May following, he was
appointed a member of the State Central Committee for that year was also Canal Trustee by
appointment of Governor Bissell, serving from
1857 to 1861.
In November, 1863, he severed his
connection with "The Tribune" and engaged in
oil speculations in Canada which proved financially disastrous. In 1865 he returned to the paper
as an editorial writer, remaining only for a short
time.
In 1868 he assumed the management of
"The Chicago Evening Post," with which lie
for a time,

;

remained identified until his death. Sept.

23,

1870.

RAT, Lyman
ernor,

August

was
17,

Beecher, ex Lieutenant-Govborn in Crittenden County, Vt.,

1831

;

removed

to Illinois in 1853,

and

has since been engaged in mercantile business in
After filling several local offices he
this State.
was elected to represent Grundy County in the
lower house of the Twenty-eighth Gteneral
Assembly (1872). and, ten years later, was chosen
State Senator, .serving from 1883 to 1887, and
being one of the recognized party leaders on the
floor.
In 1888, he was elected Lieutenant-Governor on the Republican ticket, his term expiring
His home is at Morris, Grxmdy County.
in 1893.
RAY, William H., Congressman, was born in
Dutchess County. N. Y., Dec. 14, 1812: grew to
manhood in his native State, receiving a limited
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removed to Rusbville, 111.,
engaging in business as a merchant and, later, as
a banker was a member of tlie first State Board
of Equalization (18G7-69). and, in 1872, was
education:

in 1834

;

elected to Congress as a Republican, representing
his District

from 1873 to

1875.

Died. Jan.

2.'i.

According to Governor Reynolds,
has left the most detailed account of them in
"Pioneer History of Illinois," they consisted
of nine brothers and four daughters, all of whom
were born in Fauquier County, Va., some of
them emigrating to Ohio, while others came to
Illinois, arriving at Kaskaskia in 1806.
Reynolds
describes them as passionate and impulsive, but
possessed of a high standard of integrity and a
chivalrous and patriotic .spirit. William, the
oldest brother, and regarded as the head of the
family, became a Deputy Surveyor soon after
coming to Illinois, and took part in the Indian
campaigns between 1812 and 1814. In 1816 he
was appointed Surveyor-General of Illinois, Missouri and Arkansas, and afterwards removed to
St. Louis.— Steplien, another of the brothers,
was a Lieutenant in Captain Moore's Company
of Rangers in the War of 1812, while Cliarles
commanded one of the two regiments organized
by Governor Edwards, in 1812, for the expedition
against the Indians at the head of Peoria Lake.
Nelson, still another brother, served in the
same expedition on the staff of Governor
Edwards. Stephen, already mentioned, was a
member of the exjjedition sent to strengthen
Prairie du Chien in 1814, and showed great courage in a fight with the Indians at Rock Island.
During the same year Nelson Rector and Captain
Samuel Whiteside joined Col. Zachary Taylor
(afterwards President) in an exjiedition on the
Upper Mississippi, in which they came in conflict
with the British and Indians at Rock Island, in
which Captain Rector again displayed the courage so characteristic of his family. On the 1st of
March, 1814, while in charge of a surveying party
on Saline Creek, in Gallatin County, according to
Reynolds, Nelson was ambushed by the Indians
torial days.

who

18,S1.

RAYMOND,

a village of Montgomery County,
on the St. Louis Division of tlie Wabasli Railway,
5 miles southwest of Decatur has some manufactures and a weekly paper. Considerable coal is
mined here and grain and fruit grown in the sur
Popuhition
543;
rounding country.
(188(1),
;

(1890). 841.

RAYMOND,

(Rev.)

Miner, D.D., clergyman

and educator, was born in New York City,
August 29, 1811, being descended from a family
"Raiof Huguenots (known by the name of
monde"),who were expelled from France on
account of

their

religion.

In

his

youtli

he

learned the trade of a shoemaker with his father,
at Rensselaerville, N. Y. He united with the
Methodist Episcopal Cliurch at the age of 17,

Wesleyan Academy
Wilbraham. Mass., where he afterwards
became a teacher. In 1838 he joined the New
England Conference and. three years later, began
pastoral work at Worcester, sul)sequently occulater taking a course in the

at

pying pulpits in Boston anil We.stlield. In 1848,
on the resignation of Dr. Robert Allyn (afterwards President of McKendree College and of the
Southern Illinois Normal University at Carbon-

Ray 111! md succeeded to the principalship
Academy at Wilbraliiim, remaining there
when he was elected to the chair of

dale), Dr.

of the

U:i

Greeley," another of General Ilaruey. and two
Died in St. Louis,
or three other volumes.
April 25, 1889.
RECTOR, the name of a prominent and influential family who lived at Kaskaskia in Terri-

until 1864,

systematic theology in the Garrett Biblical Institute at Evanston. 111., his connection with the
latter institution continuing until 189.'), when he

For some three years of this period he
resigned.
served as pastor of the First Methodist Cliurch
His death occurred, Nov. 25, 1897.
at Evanston.
REAYIS, Logan I'riah, journalist, was born
in the Sangamon Bottom, Ma.son Count.v, 111..
March 26, 1831; in 185.") entered the office of "The
Beardstown Gazette. later purchased an interest
in the paper and continued its publication under
the name of "The Central Illinoian." until 1H57,
when he sold out and went to Nebraska. Returning, in 1860, he repurcdiase 1 his old paper and
conducted it imtil 1866. when he sold out for the
The remainder of his life was devoted
last time.
chiefly to advocating the removal of the National
Capital to St. Louis, which he did by lectures and
the publication of pamphlets and books on the
subject; also published a "Life of Horace
"

his

—

—

and, though severely wounded,

was carried away
his horse, and recovered.
Elias, another member of the family, was Governor Edwards' first
Adjutant-General, .serving a few months in 1809,
when he gave place to Robert Morrison, but was
reappointed in 1810. serving for more than three
by

—

years.— Thomas, one of the younger members,
had a duel with Joshua Barton on "Bloody
Island." .sometime between 1812 and 1814, in
which he killed his antagonist. (See Duels.) A
portion of this historic family drifted into Arkansas, where they became prominent, one of their

;
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descendants serving as Governor of that State
during tlie Civil War period.
RED BUD, a city in Randolph County, on the
Mobile & Ohio Railroad, some 37 miles southsoutheast of St. Louis, and 21 miles south of
The place has a carriage factory and
Belleville.
two flouring mills, a bank, four churches, a
graded school and a weekly newspaper. Population (1880), 1,338; (1890), 1,176.
REEVES, Owen T., lawyer and jurist,

was

born in Ross County, Oliio, Dec. 18, 1839 graduated at the Ohio Wesleyan University, at Delaware, in 1850, afterwards serving as a tutor in
that institution and as Principal of a High
School at Chillicothe. In 18.54 he came to Bloomington, 111., and, as a member of the School
Board, assisted in reorganizing the school system
of that city also has served continuously, for
over 40 years, as one of the Trustees of the Illinois Wesleyan University, being a part of the
time President of the Board. In the meantime, he
had begun the practice of law, served as City
Attorney and member of the Board of Supervisors.
July 1, 1863, he enlisted in the Seventieth
Illinois Volunteers (a 100-days" emergency regiment), was elected Colonel and mustered out,
with his command, in October, 1863. Colonel
Reeves was subsequently connected with the
construction of the Lafayette, Bloomington &
Mississippi Railroad (now a part of the Illinois
Central), and was also one of the founders of the
Law Department of the Wesleyan University.
In 1877 he was elected to the Circuit bencli, serving continuously, by repeated re-elections, until
1891 during the latter part of his incumbency
being upon the Appellate bench.
REEVES, Walter, Member of Congress and
lawyer, was born near Brownsville, Pa., Sept. 25,
1848 removed to Illinois at 8 years of age and
was reared on a farm; later became a teacher
and lawyer, following his profession at Streator
in 1894 he was nominated by the Republicans of
the Eleventh District for Congress, as successor to
the Hon. Thomas J. Henderson, and was elected,
receiving a majority over three competitors.
Mr. Reeves was re-elected in 1896, and again in
;

;

—

;

1898.

REFORMATORY, ILLINOIS STATE, a prison
male offenders under 21
years of age, who are believed to be suscejitible of
reformation. It is the successor of the ''State
Reform School," which was created by act of
for the incarceration of

the Legislature of 1867, but not opened for the
admission of inmates until 1871. It is located at
Pontiac. The number of inmates, in 1873, was 165,

which was increased

to 334 in 1890.

The

results,

while moderately successful, were not altogether
satisfactory.

The appropriations made

for con-

were not upon a
what was desired,
change was effected.
Previous to that date the limit, as to age, was 16
years.
The law establishing the present reformatory provides for a system of indeterminate sentences, and a release upon parole, of inmates
who, in the opinion of the Board of Managers,

struction,

maintenance,

etc.,

scale adequate to accomplish

and, in

1891, a

radical

may be safely granted conditional liberation.
inmates are divided into two classes. (1)
those between the ages of 10 and 16, and(2) those
Tlie

between 16 and 21. The Board of Managers is
composed of five members, not more than three of
whom shall be of the same party, their term of
be for ten years. The course of treateducational (intellectually, morally and
being conducted, trades
taught, and the inmates constantly impressed
with the conviction that, only through genuine
and immistakable evidence of improvement, can
they regain their freedom. The reformatory
influence of the institution may be best inferred
from the results of one year's operation. Of 146

office to

ment

is

industrially), schools

inmates paroled, 15 violated their parole and
fvigitives,
6 were returned to the
Reformatory, 1 died, and 134 remained in

became

employment and regularly

reporting.

Among

the industries carried on are painting and glazing, masonry and plastering, gardening, knitting, chair-caning, broom-making, carpentering,
tailoring and blacksmithing. The grounds of the
Reformatory contain a vein of excellent coal,
which it is proposed to mine, utilizing the clay,
thus obtained, in the manufactme of brick,
which can be employed in the construction of
additional needed buildings. The average number of inmates is about 800, and the crimes for
which they are sentenced range, in gravity, from
simple assault, or petit larceny, to the most serious offenses known to the criminal code, with
the exception of homicide.
Tlie number of
inmates, at the beginning of the year 1895, was
813.
An institution of a similar character, for
the confinement of juvenile female offenders, was
established under an act of the Legislature
passed at the session of 1893, and located at Geneva, Kane County.
(See Home for Juvenile

Female Offenders.)

RELIGIOUS DENOMINATIONS, The
constitution

State
contains the familiar guarants' of

freedom of conscience. The chief
denominations have grown in like ratio with the
absolute
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population, as may be seen from figurps piven
below. The earliest Christian services held were
conducted by Catholic missionaries, who attested
the sincerity of their convictions (in many
instances) by the sacrifice of their lives, either

ever possible) a system of parochial schools. (See
Lutherans. ) There are twenty-six other religious
bodies in the State, exclusive of the Jews, who
have twelve synagogues and nine rabbis. According to the census statistics of 1890, these

The aborigines,

twenty-six sects, with their numerical strength,
number of buildings, ministers, etc., are as fol-

through violence or exposure.

however, were not easily Christianized and.
shortly after the cession of Illinois by France to
Great Britain, the Catholic missions, being gener;

withdrawn, ceased to exert much influence
upon the red men, although the French, who
remained in the ceded territory, continued to
adhere to their ancient faith. (See Early Mis-

ally

One of the first Protestant sects to
)
hold service in Illinois, was the Methodist Episcopal: Rev. Joseph Lillard coming to Illinois in
Rev. Hosea Riggs settling in the
1793, and
American Bottom in 1796. (For history of
Methodism in Illinois, see Methodist Episcopal
pioneer
Protestant preacher,
Church.) The
however, was a Baptist Elder James Smith—
who came to New Design in 1787. Revs. David
Badgley and Joseph Chance followed him in

siotiaries.

—

1796,

and the

first

denominational

association

( As to inception and growth
%vas formed in 1807.
of this denomination in Illinois, see also Bap-

In 181-4 the Massachusetts Missionary
Society sent two missionaries to Illinois Revs.
Samuel J. Mills and Daniel Smith. Two years
later (1816), the First Presbyterian Church was
organized at Sliaron, by Rev. James McGready,
tists.)

—

(See also Presbyterians. ) The
of Kentucky.
Congregationalists began to arrive with the tide

from the Eastern
Four churches were
and the subsequent growth of

of immigration that

set

in

States, early in the "30's.

organized in 1833,
the denomination in the State, if gradual, has
been steady. (See Congregationalists.) About
the same time came the Disciples of Christ (sometimes called, from their founder, "Campbellites").
They encouraged free discussion, were liberal and
warm hearted, and did not require belief in any
particular creed as a condition of membership.
Tlie sect grew rapidly in numerical .strength.
(See Disci}3les of Christ.) The Protestant Episcopalians obtained their first foothold in Illinois, in
1830, when Rev. Philander Cliase (afterward consecrated Bishop) immigrated to the State from
(See Protestant Episcopal Church.)
the East.

The Lutherans

in Illinois are chiefly of

German

or Scandinavian birth or descent, as may be
inferred from the fact that. o>it of sixty-four
churches in Chicago under care of the Missouri

Synod, only four use the English language. They
are the only Protestant sect maintaining (when-

lows:

Anti-Mission Baptists, 2,800 members, 78

churches and 63 ministers: Church of God, 1,200
members, 39 churches, 34 ministers; Dunkards,
121,000 members, 155 churches, 83 ministers;
Friends ("Quakers'") 2,655 members, 25 churches;
Free Methodists, 1,805 members, 38 churches, 84
ministers;

Free-WiU

Baptists, 4.694

members. 107

churches, 73 ministers: Evangelical Association,
15,904 members, 143 churches, 152 ministers;
Cumberland Presbyterians, 11,804 members. 198
149 ministers: Metliodist Episcopal
(South) 3.927 members, 34 churches, 33 minisMoravians, 720 members, 3 churches, 3

churches.
ters

:

New Jerusalem Church (Swedenborgi662 members, 14 churches, 8 ministers:
Primitive Jlethodist, 230 members, 2 churches, 2
ministers: Protestant Methodist, 5,000 members,
91 churches, 106 ministers Reformed Church in
United States, 4,100 members, 34 churches, 19
ministers;

ans),

;

Reformed Church of America, 3,200
members, 24 churches, 23 ministers; Reformed
Episcopalians, 2,1.50 members, 13 churches, 11
ministers; Reformed Presbyterians, 1,400 members, 7 churches, 6 ministers; Salvation Army,
1,980 members: Second Adventists, 4,500 memministers;

ministers; Seventh Day
members, 7 churches, 11 ministers;
3,160 members. 45 churches, 37
19
members,
1,225
ministers;
Unitarians,
churches, 14 ministers; United Evangelical.
30,000 members, 129 churches, 108 ministers;
United Brethren, 16,500 members, 275 churches,
260 ministers United Presbyterians, 11,250 mem199 ministers; Wesleyan
bers, 203 churches,
Methodists, 1,100 members, 16 churches, 33 ministers.
(See various Churches under their proper
names; also Roman Catholic Church.)
RE>'D, William Patrick, soldier, capitalist,
and coal-operator, was born in County Leitrim,
Ireland, Feb. 10. 1840. brought to Lowell, Mass.,
in boyhood, and graduated from the high school
there at 17; taught for a time near New York
City and later in Maryland, where he began a
bers,

64 churches, 35

Baptists, 330

Universalists,

;

course of classical study. The Civil War coming
on, he enlisted in the Fourteenth Regiment New
York Volunteers, serving most of the time as a
non-commissioned officer, and participating in the
battles of the second Bull Run, Malvern Hill,

.

. ..

.

.

. ...
.

.
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Antietam, Fredericksburg and Chancellorsville.
After the war he came to Chicago and secured
employment in a railway surveyor's ofBce, later
acting as foreman of the Northwestern freight

and finally embarking in the coal business,
which was conducted with such success that he
became the owner of some of the most valuable
mining properties in the country. Meanwhile
depot,

he has taken a deep interest in the welfare of
miners and other classes of laborers, and has

sought to promote arbitration and conciliation
between employers and employed, as a means of
averting disastrous strikes. He was especially
active during the long strike of 1897, in efforts to
bring about an understanding between the
miners and the operators.
For several years
he held a commission as Lieutenant-Colonel of
the Illinois National Guard until compelled, by
the demands of his private business, to tender
his resignation.

REPRESENTATIVES IN CONGRESS.
followlDK table presents the names, residence. Districts represented, poUtics (except as to earner ones), and length of
term or terms of service of Illinois liepreseutatives in the lower House of Congress, from the organization of Illinois
as a Territory down to the present time; (D, Democrat; W, Whig; K, Kepubliean; G-B, Greenback; P, Populist).

The

Nathaniel Pope.

Kaskaskia
EdwardsviUe
Kaskaskia

John McLean...

Shawneetown

Daniel P. Cook.

Kaskaskia
JacksonA Morgan

Territory .
Territory.
Territory..

State
State
Cos State

Third
Third

Jacksonville

John Reynolds,
John Reynolds,
Zadoc Casey, D

Spriugfleld
Belleville
Belleville

D
D

Adam W. Snvder,

Belleville

D.

W
John T.Stuart, O.P
JohnT.

.

.

Stuart,

Robert Smith,

First....

Mt. Vernon

[Second

Belleville..
Springfield..
Springfield..

iFirst....

.

D

John A. McClernand,!
John A. McClernand, 1
Orlando B. Fickhn, !'
Orlando B. Ficklin, D.

SprlngHeld
Charleston
Charleston
Chicago
Chicago
Chicago

Fourth
Second.
First....

Quincy
William A. Richardson, D. Rushville and Quincy
WiUiam A. Richardson, D. Quincy
Joseph P. Hoge, D
1

J. Ha,rdin,

W.

.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.'.!'.

Springfield.

Galena
Jacksonville

Thomas J. Turner, D...
..
Abraham Lincoln,

Freeport

William H.BisseU, D.,
William H.Bisseh.D.,
Timothy R. Young, D.,

Belleville
Belleville

Thomas
Thomas

Petersburg
Petersburg

W

i

L. Harris, B.
L. Harris, D.

AUen, D

.

First
Eighth...
Third. ..

Marshall

Seventh

Belvidere

Sixth
Second...
Ninth....
Fourth...

Galena

Si.xth

D

.

Seventh
State-at-large

Second

Quincy

Fitth

Belleville
Belleville

Eighth
Eighth
Ninth

McLeansboro
McLeansboro

John F. Farnsworth, R
John P. Farnsworth,R

Aaron Shaw,

.

.

First

McLeansboro..
Chicago
Charles

.St.

Princeton
Princeton

Canton

R...

D

.

.

Jacksonville

Jacob C. Davis, D
Lyman Trumbull, B

Isaac N. Morris, D
Charles D. Hodges,

.

Seventli..

.

James C. Allen, D
James O. Allen, 1)
James H. Woodworth, R.

OwenLoveioy,R
Owen Lovejoy, R
WUliam Kellogg,

.

Springfield

Marion
Marion

Richard Yates, «'
Richard Yates. W...
E. B. Washburne, R.
B. B. Washburne, H.

Seventh
Seventh
Sixth

John Hen

.

Eleventh
..

...
.

Nineteenth...

Second
Second
Third
Died, Mar.,

Fifth

'64;

term

filled

by E.C.Ingersoll.

Fourth
Fifth
Six
.Seventh

Fuieia unexpired
.

term of Thos. L. Harris.
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Aaron Sbiiw. D
James C. Kubiusoii,
James C. Robinson
James C. Robinson
James C. Robinson
John A. Logan,

Marshall

MarshaU...
Springfield
Springfield

.
.

D

Philip B. Fouke.

R

Twelfth..

Eighth ..
Ninth...

.

Isaac N.

1809-71.

Second

1861-83.

.

"62; term filled by W.
Chosen U. S. Senator, 1871; r<
filled by John L. Beveridge.

Res'd, Apr.

1859-62.

State-at-1

i
1

J. Allen,

First
1

Charles

J. Allen. 1)

M..

Harris,

JerseyvUle

R
R

Peoria
Sullivan
Sullivan

W. Moulton, R
W. Moulton, D

a W.

Moulton, D
AbnerC. Harding.
Burton C. Cook, R

R

R
R

Hawley,

Jesse H. Moore,

Charles B. Farwell.
Charles B. Farwell,
Charles B. Farwell,
Brad. N. Stevens, B
Henry Snapp. R

Eighteenth...
State-at-large.

Waterloo

Charleston

.

Re-elected,

'70

but res'd before beg'ng of

Carroll ton...

—

Metropolis
Freeport
Freepurt

..

Rock Island.
Rock Island
Petersburg.
BelleviUe....

Seventh
Ninth
Twelfth
Thirteenth....

R
B
B

Princeton..

Stale-al-large.
First

Served unexpired term of Logan.

Third
Third

May, '76, seat awarded to

—

j.

uneipired'termotB.'

iTen

Stephen A. Hurlbut, R...
Franklin Corwin, R
Qreenbury L. Fort. R

R

William H. Ray. R
Robert M. Knapp, D
Robert M. K napp, D
John McNulta.R
Joseph O. Cannon, R
Joseph G. Cannon, B
Joseph G. Cannon, R
Joseph G. Cannon, R

James S. Martin,

—
Danville

R

Isaac Clements, R
Carter H. Harrison, U...
John V. Le Moyne. D
T. J. Henderson, R

R

Henderson,
Alexander Campbell, G.B
Richard H. Whiting, R...
John C. Bagby, D
Scott Wike, D
T. J.

Scott Wike,

D

William M. Springer, D.
William M. Springer, D.

.

Carter

H

B

Harrison,

D

Lorenz Brentano. B
William Lathrop. B.
Philip C. Hayes. R
Thomas A Boyd, R
Benjamin F Marsh, R
.

Awarded seat, vice Farwell.

& Geneseo.

LaSalle
Eushviile
Pittsfield

PittsHeld
Springfield
.Springfield

Adlal E. Stevenson. D
Adlai B. Stevenson, V ...
William A.J. Sparks. D
William Hartzell,D ..
William B. Anderson, D

William Aldrich.

Salem
Carbondale
Chicago
Princeton
Princeton

..

..

Bloomington
Bloomington
Carlyle
Chester
Mt. Vernon
Chicago
Chicago
Chicago
Rockford

1877-79...

1877-81..
1877-81

Lewiaton
.

Warsaw

V. Le Moyne.

Fifth
Filled

Joliet

Chicago....

aranville Barriere,

t

Chicago ....

B. O. Canlfield. D
Jasper D. Ward. R

John

.

Belleville....
Belleville....
Belleville ...

llsborc.
Chicago

Y. Rice,
B. Rice, R

Fifteenth

Seventeenth
Fourth
Sixth

.ringfleld...
lelby ville..

D

Edward

Lovejoy's unexpired term

.

Decatur

Thomas W. McNeeley, D,
JohnB. Hay,R
John M. Crebs. D
John L. Beveridge, R

filled

Twelfth

—

Shelbvvilie...

Monmouth...
Ottawa

H. BromweU.R
Shelby M. Cullom, R
Anthony Thornton, D
Jehu Baker, R
Jehu Baker, R
Jehu Baker, P
A. J. Kuykendall, R
Norman B. Judd, R
Albert O. Burr, D
Green B. Raum, R
Horatio C. Burcbard, R...
HoralioC. Burchard, R...
John B. Hawley, R
B.

l-'65

Sullivan...

Shelby vllle...
Shelby ville..

P.

John

.

Oquawka

John R. Eden, D
Lewis W. Ros.-!, D
William R. Morrison. D...
William R. Morrison, D ..
William R. Morrison. D...

H.

Served McClernand^s unexpired term.

Jerseyville.,

Ebon C. Ingersoll,
JohnR. Eden, U
JohuR. Eden, D

S.
S.

Served Logan's unexpired term.

Marion
Marion

Wiiiia"ii'

A. L.Ki.app,l>
A. L. Knapp. D

.

,

1877-83...

(J!

Cook!

.
.

—

.

..

....

.
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Benjamin F. Marsh,
Benjamin F. Marsh,

R

Thomas F. Tipton, R.
W. Townshend, D..
R.

Goorge R. Davis. R. ..
George R. Davis. R

Hiram Barber. H

John
R.

C. Sherwin, R...

Itf.

A.

Died, '82; succeeded by R. R. Hitt.

Hawk.R

James W. Singleton
A. P. Forsythe, G. E
John B. Thomas, R
John R. Thomas, R,
William CuUen, R.
William CuUen.R..
Lewis B. Payson, R
Lewis E. Payson. R
John H.Lewis, R...
Dietrich C. Smith. I

R.

W. Dunham, R.

John F. Finerty,

R.,

Succeeded R. M. A.

Hawk,

deceased.

Will

James M. Riggs, D.

.

Jonathan H. Rowell,
Prank Lawler, D
James H. Ward, D...
Albert J. Hopkins, R.

William E. Mason, R.
Philip Sidney Post, R.

William H. Gest, R.
George A. Anderson,

Died, Jan. 6,1895.

]

Edward Lane, D
Abner Taylor, R

William S. Forman, D
James R. Williams. D...
James B. Williams, D...
.

.

George W. Smith, B
George W. Smith, E

Lawrence E. McQann. D.
Allan C. Durborow. Jr.,
WalterC. Newberry, D.
Lewis Steward, Ind
Herman W. Snow, R.
Benjamin T. Cable, D.
.

i

.

Owen

Scott,

D

Samuel T. Busey, D
JohnC. Black.D....
Andrew J.

Andrew J. Hunter,
J.

D.

Frank Aldrich.R..

Julius Gold^ier, D
Childs, B
Robert
.

Hamilton K. Wheeler. R.
John J. McDannold, D...
Benjamin F, Funk. E
William Lorimer, E

Hugh R. Belknap, R
Charles W. Woodman,
Geo. E. White, R
Edward D. Cooke, R
George B. Foss, R
George W. Prince, R
Walter Beeves, R

R

Vespasian Warner,
J.

V.Graff.R

after con.

with L. E. McGann.

R
June

4',

'bs;'

suc'd.by Henry

. . .

..

.

Finis E. Downing, D
James A. Connolly, B....
Frederick Remann, R
Wm. F. L. Hadley.R....

Benson Wood, R
Orlando Burrell, R

Thomas M. Jett, D
James R. Campbell, D
George P. Foster,

R

Thomas Cusack, D

Edgar T. Noonan,D...

Henry

W.

S.

Boutell,

R

E. Williams.D..
B. F. Caldwell, D...
Joseph B. Crowley,~1
W. A. Rodenberg

Succeeded E. D. Cooke, deceased.

S. Bou'teli.
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REYNOLDS,

John, Justice of Supreme Court
and fourth Governor of Illinois, was born of Irish
ancestry, in Montgomery County, Pa., Feb. 26,
1789, and brought by his parents to Kaskaskia,
111., in 1800, spending the first nine years of his
life in Illinois on a farm.
After receiving a common school education, and a two years" course of
study in a college at Knoxville, Tenn., he studied
law and began practice. In 1812-13 he served as
a scout in the campaigns against the Indians,
winning for himself the title, in after life, of "The
Old Ranger."
Afterwards he removed to
Cahokia, where he began the practice of
law, and, in 1818. became Associate Justice of the
first Supreme Court of the new State.
Retiring

from the bench in 182,5, he served two terms in
the Legislature, and was elected Governor in
1830,

commanding

in 1832 personally

the State

volunteers called for service in the Black Elawk
Two weeks before the expiration of his
(1834), he resigned to accept a seat in Congress, to which he had been elected as the successor of Charles Slade, who had died in oflSce,

War.
term

and was again elected

He

in 1838,

always as a Demo-

also served as Representative

in the
Fifteenth General Assembly, and again in the
Eighteenth (18.52-54), being chosen Speaker of the
latter.
In 1858 he was the administration (or
Buchanan) Democratic candidate for State Superintendent of Public Instruction, as opposed to
the Republican and regular (or Douglas) DemoFor some years he edited a
cratic candidates.
<laily paper called "The Eagle," which was pubcrat.

lished at Belleville.

While Governor Reynolds

acquired some reputation as a 'classical scholar,
from the time spent in a Tennessee College at
that early day, this was not sustained by either
He was an
his colloquial or written style.
ardent champion of slavery, and, in the early
days of the Rebellion, gained unfavorable notoriety in consequence of a letter written to Jefferson
Davis expressing sympathy with the cause of
'

'

"secession." Nevertheless, in spite of intense
prejudice and bitter partisanship on some questions, he possessed many amiable qualities, as
shown by his devotion to temperance, and his
popularity among persons of opposite political
opinions. Although at times crude in style, and

not always reliable in his statement of historical
facts and events. Governor Reynolds has rendered
a valuable service to posterity by his writings
relating to the early history of the State, especially those connected with his own times.
His
best

known works

are: "Pioneer History of

nois" (Belleville, 1848);

"A Glance

Illi-

at the Crystal

449

and Sketches of Travel" (18.54): and "My
Life and Times" (1855). His death occurred at
Palace,

Belleville,

May

8,

1865.

REYNOLDS, John Parker, Secretary and
President of State Board of Agriculture, was born
at Lebanon, Ohio, March 1, 1820, and graduated
from the Miami University at the age of 18. In
1840 he graduated from the Cincinnati Law
and soon afterward began practice. He
removed to Illinois in 1854, settling first in Winnebago County, later, successively in Marion
County, in Springfield and in Chicago. From
School,

1860 to 1870 he was Secretary of the State Agricultural Society, and, upon the creation of the
State Board of Agriculture in 1871, was elected
its

President, filling

that

position

until 1888,

when he resigned. He has also occupied numerous other posts of honor and of trust of a public
or semi-public character, having been President
of the Illinois State Sanitary Commission during
the War of the Rebellion, a Commissioner to the
Paris Exposition of 1867, Chief Grain Inspector
from 1878 to 1882, and Secretary of the InterState Industrial Exposition Company of Chicago,
from the date of its organization (1873) until its
final dissolution.
His most important public
service, in recent years, was rendered as Directorin-Chief of the Illinois exhibit in the World's
Columbian Exposition of 1893.
REYNOLDS, Joseph Smith, soldier and legislator, was born at New Lenox, 111., Dec. 3, 1839;
at 17 years of age went to Chicago, was educated
in the high school there, within a month after
graduation enlisting as a private in the Sixtyfourth Illinois Volunteers. From the ranks he
rose to a colonelcy through the giadations of
Seeond- Lieutenant and Captain, and, in July,
1865, was brevetted Brigadier-General.
He was
a gallant soldier, and was thrice wounded. On
his return home after nearly four years' service,
he entered the law department of the Chicago
University, graduating therefrom and beginning
practice in 1866. General Reynolds has been
prominent in public Ufe, having served as a
member of both branches of the General Assembly, and having been a State Commissioner to the
Vienna Exposition of 1873. He is a member of
the G. A. R., and. in 1875. was elected Senior
Vice-Commander of the order for the United
States.

REYNOLDS, William Morton, clergyman, was
born in Fayette County, Pa. March 4, 1812 after
graduating at Jefferson College, Pa. in 1832, was
connected with various institutions in that State,
as well as President of Capital University at
,

;

,
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Columbus, Ohio,

;

then,

coming to

President of the Illinois
Springfield, 1857-60, after

State

Illinois,

was

University at

which he became Prin-

Previcipal of a female seminary in Chicago.
ously a Lutheran, he took orders in the Protestant

Episcopal Church in 1864, and served several
parishes until his death. In his earlj^ life he
founded, and, for a time, conducted several religious publications at Gettysburg, Pa., besides
issuing a number of printed addresses and other
published works. Died at Oak Park, near Chicago, Sept.

1876.

5,

RHOADS, (Col.) Franklin Lawrence, soldier
and steamboat captain, was born in Harrisburg,
Pa., Oct.

County,

brought to Pekin, Tazewell
where he learned the printon the breaking out of the

1824;

11,

111.,

in 1836,

and,

trade,

er's

Mexican War,

enlisted,

serving to the close.
in the river trade,

Returning home he engaged
and, for fifteen years,

the

commanded steamboats on

and Ohio Rivers. In
was commissioned Captain of a

Mississippi

Illinois,

April, 1861, he

men attached to the
Eighth Illinois Volunteer Infantry, and, (ju the
reorganization of the regiment for the threeyears' service, was commissioned LieutenantColonel, soon after being promoted to the colonelcy, as successor to Col. Richard J. Oglesby, who
had been promoted Brigadier-General. After
serving through the spring campaign of 1863 in
Western Kentucky and Tennessee, he was compelled by rapidly declining health to resign, when
company

of three months'

he located in Shawneetown, retiring in 1874 to
During the latter years
his farm near that city.
of his life he was a confirmed invalid, dying at
1879.
Shawneetown, Jan. 6,
EHOADS, Joshua, M.D., A.M., physician and

was born in Philadelphia, Sept. 14,
studied medicine and graduated at the
University of Pennsylvania with the degree of

edvicator,

1806;

M.D., also receiving the degree of A.M., from
Princeton after several years spent in practice
as a physician, and as Principal in some of the
;

public schools of Philadelphia, in 1839 he was
elected Principal of the Pennsylvania Institution
for the Blind, and, in 1850, took charge of the
State Institution for the Blind at Jacksonville,
111.

,

then in

1874,

its

when he

infancy.
retired.

Here he remained until
Died, February

1,

1876.

RICE, Edward ¥., lawyer and jurist, born in
Logan County, Ky., Feb. 8, 1820, was educated in
the common schools and at Shurtleflf College,
after which he read law with John M. Palmer at
Carlinville, and was admitted to practice, in 1845.
at Hillsboro in 1847 was elected County Recorder
;

Montgomery County, and, in 1848, to the Sixteenth General Assembly, serving one term.
Later he was elected County Judge of Montgomery County, was Master in Chancery from 1853 to
1857, and the latter year was elected Judge of the
Eighteenth Circuit, being re-elected in 1861 and
again in 1867. He was also a member of the
Constitutional Convention of 1869-70, and, at the
election of the latter year, was chosen Representative in the Forty-second Congress as a
Democrat. Died, April 16, 1883.
RICE, John B., theatrical manager. Mayor of
Chicago, and Congressman, was born at Easton,
Md., in 1809. By profession he was an actor,
and, coming to Chicago in 1847, built and opened
there the first theater. In 1857 he retired from
the stage, and, in 1865, was elected Mayor of
Chicago, the city of his adoption, and re-elected
in 1867.
He was also prominent in the early
stages of the Civil War in the measures taken to
In 1872 he was elected
raise troops in Chicago.
to the Forty-third Congress as a Republican, but,
before the expiration of his term, died, at NorAt a special election
folk, Va., on Dec. 6, 1874.
to fill the vacancy, Bernard G. Caulfield was
chosen to succeed him.
of

RICHARDSON, William

A., lawyer and poliborn in Fayette County, Ky., Oct. 11,
at Transylvania University,
came to the bar at 19, and settled in Schuyler
County, III., becoming State's Attorney in 1835;
was elected to the lower branch of the Legislature
in 1836, to the Senate in 1838, and to the House
again in 1844, from Adams County the latter
year being also chosen Presidential Elector on
the Polk and Dallas ticket, and, at the succeeding
session of the General Assembly, serving as
Speaker of the House. He entered the Mexican
War as Captain, and won a Majority through

tician,
1811,

was educated

—

gallantry at Buena Vista. From 1847 to 1856
(when he resigned to become a candidate for

Governor), he was a Democratic Representative
in Congress from the Quincy District re-entered
Congress in 1861, and, in 1863, was chosen
United States Senator to fill the unexpired term
of Stephen A. Douglas.
He was a delegate to the
National Democratic Convention of 1868, but
after that retired to private life, acting, for a,
;

short time, as editor of

"The Quincy Herald."

Died, at Quincy, Dec. 37, 1875.

RICHLAND COUNTY,

situated in the south-

and has an area of 361
was organized from Edwards

east (juarter of the State,

square miles.

It

County in 1841. Among the early pioneers may
be mentioned the Evans brothers, Thaddeus
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Jlorehouse,
(JurUner,

Hiigli

James

Callioiin

Parker,

ami

son.

Tlioina.s

De Long,

Coruelius

Gilmore and Elijah Nelson. In Wiu
there were but thirty families in the district.
The first frame houses the Nelson and Jlore-

James

—

—

house homesteads were built in 1821, and, some
years later, James Laws erected the first brick
house. The pioneers traded at Vinceunes, but,
in 1825. a store was opened at Stringtown by
Jacob May and the same year the first school was
opened at Watertown, taught by Isaac ChauiiTlie first church was erected by the Bapcey.
tists in 1822, and services were conducted by
William Martin, a Keutuckian. For a long time
the mails were carried on horseback by Louis
;

and James Beard,
sell

but, in 1824. Mills

and Whet-

established a line of four-horse stages.

principal road,

ing from

known

The

as the "trace road," lead-

Cahokia, followed a
buffalo and Indian trail about wliere tjie main

street of

Louisville

Olney now

to

is.

Ohiey was selected as

the county -seat upon the organization of the
county, and a Mr. Lilly built the first house
The chief branches of imlustry followed
there.
by the inhabitants are agriculture and fruit-

growing.

Population

(1880),

15,545;

(1890),

15.019.

RIDGE FARM,
at the crossing

a village of Vermilion County,
the Cleveland, Cincinnati,

of

Chicago & St. Louis and the Toledo. St. Louis &
Kansas City Railroads, IT miles south of Danville.
The town has a bank and two new.spapers; the
di.strict is agricultural.

Population

(1890). 757.

RIDGtELY, a manufacturing and mining suburb of

Springfield.

the city of

rolling mill

is

An

extensive

located there, and there are several

coal-shafts in the vicinity. Population (1890), 668.

RIDGELY, Charles, manufacturer and capiborn in Springfield. 111., Jan. 17. 1836; was
educated in private schools and at Illinois College; after leaving college spent some time as a

talist,

bank

clerk in his father's

at Springfield, finally

becoming a member of the firm and successively
Cashier and Vice-President. In 1870 he was
Democratic candidate for State Treasurer, but
later has affiliated with the Republican party.
About 1873 he became identified with the Springfield Iron Company, of which he has been President for many years has also been President of
the Consolidated Coal Company of St. Louis and,
for some time, was a Director of the Wabash Railroad.
Mr. Ridgely is also one of the Trustees of
;

Illinois College.

RIDGELY,
born in

Xicholas H., early banker, was
Baltimore, Md., April 37, 1800; after
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leaving scliool was engaged, for a time, in tho
dry-goods trade, but, in 1839. came to St. Louis
to assume a clerkship in the brandi of the

United States Bank ju.st organized there. In
1835 a branch of the State Bank of Illinois was
at Springfield, and Mr. Ridgely

established

became

its cashier,

and,

when

it

went

into liqui-

of the trustees to wind
subsequently became President of the Clark's Exchange Bank in that city,
but this having gone into liquidation a few years
later, he went into the private banking business
as head of the "Ridgely Bank," which, in 1866,
became the "Ridgely National Bank," one of the
strongest financial institutions in the State outAfter the collapse of the interside of Chicago.
nal improvement scheme, Mr. Ridgely became
one of the purchasers of the "Northern Cross
Railroad" (now that part of the Wabash system
extending from the Illinois river to Springfield),
when it was sold by the State in 1847, paying
therefor §21,100. He was also one of tlie Springfield bankers to tender a loan to the State at tho
beginning of the war in 1861. He was one of the
dation,

up

was appointed one

its affairs.

builders

He

and principal owner

of tlie Springfield

His business career was an
eminently successful one, leaving an estate at
liis death, Jan. 31, 1888, valued at over §2,000,000.
RIDGWAY, a village of Gallatin County, on
the Shawneetown Division of the Baltimore &
Ohio Southwestern Railway, 12 miles northwest
of Shawneetown has a bank and one newspaper.
Population (1890), 533.
RIDGWAY, Thomas S., merchant, banker and
politician, was born at Carmi, 111, August 30,
1836.
His father having died when he was but 4
years old and his mother when he was 14, his
education was largely acquired through contait
with the world, apart from such as he received
from his mother and during a year's attendance
at a private school.
When he was 6 years of age
the family removed to Shawneetown, where he
ever afterwards made his home. In 1845 he cmbarked in business as a merchant, and the firm
of Peeples & Ridgway soon became one of the
most prominent in Southern Illinois. In 1865 tlie
partners closed out their business and organized
the first National Bank of Sliawneetown, of
which, after the death of Mr. Peeples in 1875,
Mr. Ridgway was President.
He was one of
the projectors of the Springfield & Illinois Southeastern Railway, now a part of the Baltimore &
Ohio Southwestern system, and, from 1867 to
1874, served as its President.
He was an ardent
and active Republican, and served as a delegate
gas-light system.

;
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and National Convention of his
party from 1868 to 1896. In 1874 he was elected
to every State

State Treasurer, the candidate for Superintendent
of Public Instruction on the same ticket being
defeated. In 1876 and 1880 he was an unsuccess-

nomination for GovThree times he consented to lead the

ful candidate for his party's

ernor.

forlorn hope of the Republicans as a candidate
for Congress

from an impregnably Democratic

For several years he was a Director
McCormick Theological Seminary, at Chicago, and, for nineteen years, was a Trustee of the
Southern Illinois Normal University at Carbonstronghold.

of the

dale, resigning in 1893.

Died, at Shawneetown,

Nov.- 17, 1897.

RIGGS, James M., ex-Congressman, was born
April 17, 1839, where he
school education, suppleHe is a
practicing lawyer of Winchester. In 1864 he was
elected Sheriff, serving two years. In 1871-73 he
represented Scott County in the lower house of
in Scott County,

received

a

111.,

common

mented by a

partial collegiate course.

the Twenty-seventh General Assembly, and was
In 1883, and
State's Attorney from 1873 to 1876.
again in 1884, he was the successful Democratic
candidate for Congress in the Twelfth Illinois
District.

RlGCiiS, Seott, pioneer, was born in Nortli
Carolina about 1790; removed to C!rawford
County, 111, early in 1815, and represented that
county in the First General Assembly (1818-30).
In 1835 he removed to Scott County, where he
continued to reside until his death, Feb. 24, 1873.

EIJiAKER, John I., lawyer and Congressman,
born in Baltimore, Md., Nov. 18, 1830. Left an
orphan at an early age, he came to Illinois in
1836, and, for several years, lived on farms in
Sangamon and Morgan Counties; was educated
at Illinois and McKendree Colleges, graduating
from the latter in 1851; in 1853 began reading
law with John M. Palmer at Carliuville, and was
admitted to the bar in 1854. In August, 1863, he
recruited the One Hundred and Twenty-second
Illinois Volunteers, of which he was commissioned Colonel. Four months later he was
wounded in battle, but served with his regiment
through the war, and was brevetted BrigadierGeneral at its close. Returning from the war he
resumed the practice of his profession at Carlin^•ille.
Since 1858 he has been an active Republican; has twice (1872 and '76) served his party
as a Presidential Elector— the latter year for the
State-at-large and, in 1874, accepted a nomination for Congress againgt William R. Morrison,
largely reducing the normal Democratic major-

—

At the State Republican Convention of 1880
he was a prominent, but unsuccessful, candidate
for the Republican nomination for Governor.
In
1894 he made the race as the Republican candidate for Congress in the Sixteenth District and,
although his opponent was awarded the certificate of election, on a bare majority of 60 votes on
the face of the returns, a re-count, ordered by the
Fifty-fourth Congress, showed a majority for
General Rinaker, and he was seated near the
close of the first session.
He was a candidate
for re-election in 1896, but defeated in a strongly
Democratic District.
RIPLEY, Edward Payson, Railway President,
was born in Dorchester (now a part of Boston),
Mass., Oct. 30, 1845, being related, on his mother's
ity.

to the distinguished author. Dr. Edward
Payson. After receiving his education in the
high school of his native place, at the age of 17
he entered upon a commercial life, as clerk in a
wholesale dry-goods establishment in Boston.
About the time he became of age, he entered into
the service of the Pennsylvania Railroad as a
clerk in the freight department in the Boston
office, but, a few years later, assumed a responsible
position in connection with the Cliicago, Burlington & Quincy line, finally becoming General
Agent for the business of that road east of
Buffalo, though retaining his headquarter.s at
Boston. In 1878 he removed to Chicago to accept
the position of General Freight Agent of the Chicago. Burlington & Quincy System, w-ith which
he remained twelve years, serving successive])' as
General Traffic Manager and General Manager,
until June 1. 1890, when he resigned to become
Third Vice-President of the Chicago, Milwaukee
& St. Paul line. This relation was continued
until Jan. 1, 1896, when Mr. Ripley accepted
the Presidency of the Atchison, Topeka & Santa
Fe Railroad, wliich (1899) he now holds. Mr.
Ripley was a prominent factor in securing the
location of the World's Columbian Exposition at
Cliicago, and, in April. 1891, was chosen one of
tlie Directors of the Exposition, serving on the
Executive Committee and the Committee of
Ways and Means and Transportation, being Chairman of the latter.
RIVERSIDE, a suburban town on the Des
Plaines River and the Chicago, Burlington &
Quincy Railway, 11 miles west of Chicago; has
handsome parks, several churches, a bank,
two local papers and some manufactures. Popu-

side,

lation (1890), 1,000.

RIVERTON,
ship,

a village in Clear Creek Townat the crossing of the

Sangamon County,
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"Wabash Railroad over the Sangamon River,
miles east - northeast of Springtielil. It
6}4
has three churches, a distillery, a paper mill
and a coal mine. Population (1880), 705; (1890),
1,127.

RIVES, John Cook, early banker and
was born in Franklin County, Va.,

ist,

1795

;

in 1806

removed

to

journal-

Jlay 24,

Kentucky, wliere he

grew up under care

of an uncle, Samuel Casey.
received a good education and was a man of
high character and attractive manners. In his
early manhood he came to Illinois, and was connected, for a time, with the Branch State Bank
at Edwardsville, but, about 1824, removed to

He

Shawneetown and held a
there;

also studied

practice.

position in the bank
law -and was admitted to

Finally, having accepted a clerkship

in the Fourth Auditor's Office in Washington,

he removed to that city, and, in 1830, became
with Francis P. Blair, Sr,, in the
establishment of "The Congressional Globe" (the
predecessor of "The Congressional Record"), of
which he finally became sole proprietor, so
remaining until 1864. Like his partner, Blair,
although a native of Virginia and a life-long
Democrat, he was intensely loyal, and contributed liberally of his means for the equipment of
soldiers from the District of Columbia, and for
the support of their families, during the Civil
War. His expenditures for these objects have
been estimated at some §30,000. Died, in Prince
George's County, Md., April 10, 1864.
ROANOKE, a village of Woodford County, on
the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway, 26
miles northeast of Peoria; is in a coal district;
has a bank and two newspapers. Population

associated

(1880), 3.55; (1890), 831.

ROBB, Thomas Patten, Sanitary Agent, was
born in Bath, Maine, in 1819; came to Cook
County, 111., in 1838, and, after arriving at manhood, established the first exclusive wholesale
grocery house in Chicago, remaining in the business until 1850. He then went to California,
establishing himself in mercantile business at
Sacramento, where he remained seven years,
meanwhile being elected Mayor of that city.
Returning to Chicago on the breaking out of the
war, he was appointed on the staff of Governor
Yates with the rank of JIajor, and, while serving in this capacity, was instrumental in giving
General Grant the first duty he performed in the
office of the Adjutant-General after his arrival
from Galena. Later, he was assigned to duty as
Inspector-General of Illinois troops with the rank
of Colonel, having general charge of sanitary

affairs until the close of the w.ir,
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when he was

appointed Cotton Agent for the State of Georgia,
and, still later. President of the Board of Tax
Commissioners for that State. Other positions
held bj' him were those of Postmaster and Collector of Customs at Savannah, Ga. he was also
one of the publishers of "The New Era," a
Republican paper at Atlanta, and a prominent
Resigning the
actor in reconstruction affairs.
Collectorship, he was appointed by the President
United States Commissioner to investigate Mexican outrages on the Rio Grande border; was subsequently identified with Texas railroad interests
as the President of the Corpus Christi & Rio
Grande Railroad, and one of the projectors of the
Chicago, Texas & Mexican Central Railway, being
thus engaged until 1872. Later he returned to
California, dying near Glenwood, in that State,
April 10, 1895, aged 75 years and 10 months.
ROBERTS, William Charles, clergyman and
educator, was born in a small village of Wales,
England., Sept. 23, 1832; received his primary
education in that country, but, removing to
America during his minority, graduated from
Princeton College in 1855, and from Princeton
Theological Seminary in 18.58. After filling various pastorates in Delaware, New Jersey and Ohio,
in 1881 he was elected Corresponding .Secretary
of the Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions,
the next year being offered the Presidency of
Rutgers College, which he declined. In 1887 he
accepted the presidency of Lake Forest University, which he still retains.
From 1859 to 186:!
he was a Trustee of Lafayette College, and, in
1866, was elected to a trusteeship of his Alma
Mater. He has traveled extensively in the
Orient, and was a memljer of the first and third
councils of the Reformed Churches, held at Edin;

burgh and Belfast. Besides, occasional sermons
and frequent contributions to English, American, German and Welsh periodicals. Dr. Roberts
has published a Welsh translation of the Westminster shorter catechism and a collection of
letters on the great preachers of Wales, which
1868.
He received the degree
from Union College in 1872. and that of
LL.D.. from Princeton, in 1887.
ROBIXSOJf, an incorporated city and the
county-seat of Crawford County, 25 miles northwest of Vincennes, Ind., and 44 miles south of

appeared in Utica,
of D.D.,

Paris, Edgar County is on two lines of railroad
and in the heart of a fruit, corn, wheat and woolgrowing region. The city has a private bank and
two weekly newspapers. Population (1880),
;

1,880; (1890), 1,887.
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ROBINSON, James C, lawyer and former

ROCKFORD, a flourishing manufacturing
the county-seat of Winnebago County lies
on both sides of the Rock River, 93 miles west of
Chicago. Four trunk lines of railroad the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy, the Chicago & Northwestern, the Illinois Central and the Chicago,
Milwaukee & St. Paul intersect here. Excellent
water-power is secured by a dam across the river,
and communication between the two divisions of
the city is facilitated by three railway and three
highway bridges. Water is provided from five
artesian wells, a reserve main leading to the
river.
The cit}' is wealthy, prosperous and pro-

Congressman, was born in Edgar County, 111., in
1823, read law and was admitted to the bar in
1850.
He served as a private during the Mexican
War, and, in 1858, was elected to Congress as a
Democrat, as he was again in 1860, '62, "70 and
'72.
In 1864 he was the Democratic nominee for
Governor. He was a fluent speaker, and attained
considerable distinction as an advocate in criminal practice. Died, at Springfield, Nov. 3, 1886.
ROBINSON, John M., United States Senator,
born in Kentucky in 1793, was liberally educated
and became a lawyer by profession. In early life
he settled at Carnii, 111. wliere he married. He
was of fine physique, of engaging manners, and

city,

personally popular. Through his association
with the State militia he earned the title of
"General." In 1830 he was elected to the United
States Senate, to fill the unexpired term of John

schools, both public

Churches are numerous and
and private, are abundant

and well conducted.

The census of 1890 showed

McLean. His immediate predecessor was David
Jewett Baker, appointed b_v Governor Edwards,
who served one month but failed of election by
the Legislature. In 1834 Mr. Robinson was reelected for a full term, which expired in 1841.
In 1843 he was elected to a seat upon the Illinois
Supreme bench, but died at Ottawa, April 27, of
the same year, within three months after his

turned out an annual product valued at §8,888,904.
The principal industries are the manufacture of agricultural implements and furniture,

,

elevation.

BOCHELLE,

city of Ogle

a

intersecting point of the Chicago

County and an
& Northwestern

Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railways.
It is 75 miles west of Chicago, 27 miles south of
Rockford, and 23 miles east by north of Dixon.
The surrounding country is a rich agricultural
and stock-raising region, rendering Rochelle an
important shipping point. Among its industrial
establishments are two foundries and a flouring
mill.
The city has two banks, five churches and
Population (1880),
tliree weekly newspapers.

ana

tlie

1,893; (1890), 1,789.

ROCHESTER,
settlements in

a

village,

and one of the oldest

Sangamon County, having been

laid out in 1819; situated in
district,

on the Baltimore

&

a rich agricultural
Ohio Soutliwestern

It
Railroad, 71/2 miles southeast of Springfield.
has one newspaper. Population (1890), 380.
ROCK FALLS, a city in AVhiteside County, on
the Rock River, and a station on the Chicago,
Burlington & Quincy Railroad. It has excellent
water-power, a good publ'ic school system (including a high school), banks and a weekly newspaper.
Agricultural implements, barbed wire, furniture,
flour and paper are its chief manufactures.
There are also railway machine shops located
Population (1880), 894; (1890), 1,900.
here.

;

—

—

gressive.
1893,

was

The assessed valuation
§6,531,335.

§7,715,069 capital invested in 246

establishments,

which employed

of property, in

manufacturing
and

5,233 persons

though %vatches, silver-plated ware, paper, flour
and grape sugar are among tlie other products.
Population (1880), 13,129;

(1890), 23,584.

ROCKFORD COLLEGE,

located at Rockford,
incorporated in 1847; in 1898 had a faculty
of 21 instructors with 161 pupils. The branches
taught include the classics, music and fine arts.
It has a library of 6, 150 volumes, funds and endowment aggregating §50,880 and property
valued at §240,880, of which §150,000 is real
111.,

estate.

ROCK ISLAND, the
seat of

principal city and countyRock Island County, on the Mississippi
by south of Chicago. It is

River, 182 miles west

the converging point of five lines of railroad.
Tlie name is derived from an island in the Mississippi River, opposite the citj', 3 miles long,

which belongs to the United States Government
and contains an arsenal and armory. The river
channel west of the island is navigable, the eastern channel having been dammed by the Government, therebj' giving great water-power to Rock
Island, Milan and Mohne.
A combined railway
and highway bridge spans the river from Rock
Island to Davenport, Iowa, crossing the island,
while another bridge connects the city with
Moline. The island was the site of Fort Armstrong (consisting of a group of block-houses)
during the Black Hawk War, and was also a
place for the confinement of Confederate prisoners
during the War of the Rebellion. Rock Island
lias extensive manufactures of lumber, agricultural implements, glass, iron, carriage and wagon
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works, with several banks, four newspapers, two
Population
editions.
(1880),
issuing
daily
11,6.59; (1890), 13,C34.

ROCK ISLAND COUNTY, in the northwestern
State bordering upon the Jlissis(which constitutes its northwestern
more than 60 miles), and having an
area of 440 square miles. In 1816 the Governsection of

tlie

sippi River

boundary

for

ment erected a fort on Rock Island (an island in
the Mississippi, 3 miles long and one-half to
three -quarters of a mile wide), naming it Fort
Armstrong. It has always remained a military
post, and is now the seat of an extensive arsenal
and work-shops. In the spring of 1828. settlements were made near Port Byron by John and
Thomas Kinney, Archibald Allen and George
Harlan. Other early settlers, near Rock Island
and Rapids City, were J. W. Spencer, J. W. Bar
riels, Benjamin F. Pike and Conrad Leak; and
among the pioneers were Wells and Michael Bartlett, Joel Thompson, the Simms brothers and
George Davenport. The country was full of
Indians, tliis being the headquarters of Black
Hawk and the initial point of the Black Hawk
War. (See Black Hairk, and Black Ikni-k War.)
By 182!) settlers were increased in number and
county organization was effected in ISS."), Rock
Island (then called Stephenson) being made the
first
Joseph Conway was tlie
county-.seat.
County Clerk, and Joel Wells, Sr., the first TreasThe first court was held at the residence
urer.
of John

county

is

W.

Barriels,

Farnhamsburg. The
and the soil and

in

irregular in shape,

is abundant, the
water-power inexhaustible, and the county's
mining and manufacturing interests are very

scenery greatly varied.

Coal

extensive. Several lines of railway cross tlie
county, affording admirable transportation facili-

both eastern and western markets. Rock
and Moline (which see) are the two prinin the county, tliough there are
several other important jjoiuts. Coal Valley is
the center of large mining interests, and Jlilan is
Port Byron is one
also a manufacturing center.
of the oldest towns in the county, and has considerable lime and lumber interests, while Watertown is the seat of the Western Hospital for the
Population of the county (1880), 38,302;
Insane.

ties to

Island
cipal

cities

(1890), 41,917.

ROCK

ISL.iND &

PEORIA RAILWAY,

a
extend-

standard-guage road, laid with steel rails,
ing from Rock Island to Peoria, 91 miles. It is
lessee of the Rock Island & Mercer County Railroad, running from Milan to Cable. 111., giving it
a total length of 118 miles with Peoria Terminal,

—

131.10

ILLINOIS.

miles.— (History.)
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The company

is

a

&

reorganization (Oct. 9, 1877) of the Peoria
Rock Island Railroad Company, whose road was
The latter
sold under foreclosure, April 4, 1877.

Road was the result of the consolidation, in 1869,
two corporations— the Rock Island & Peoria
and the Peoria & Rock Island Railroad Compaof

nies

— the

new

organization

taking the latter

The road was opened tlirough

name.

its

entire

under foreclosure and
reorganization imder its present name taking
The Cable
place, as already stated, in l.'<77.
Branch was organized in 1876, as the Rock Island
& Mercer County Railroad, and opened in December of the same year, sold under foreclosure in
1877, and leased to the Rock Island & Peoria Railroad. July 1, ISSrt, for 999 years, the rental for
the entire period being commuted at §4,50,000.
(Financial.) Tlie cost of the entire road and
equipment was §3,6.54,487. The capital stock
(1898) is $1,500,000; funded debt, §600,000; other
forms of indebtedness increasing the total capital
length, Jan.

1,

1872, its sale

invested to §2,181,066.
ROCK RIVER, a stream which rises in Washington County, Wis., and flows generally in a
southerly direction, a part of its course being very

After crossing the northern boundary
it runs soutlnvestward, intersecting
the counties of Winnebago, Ogle, Lee, Whiteside
and Rock Island, and entering the Mis-sissippi
tliree miles below the citj- of Rock Island.
It is about 37.5 miles long, but its navigation is
partly obstructed by rapids, which, however,
furnish abundant water-power. The principal
towns on its banks are Rockford, Dixon and
Sterling.
Its valley is wide, and noted for its
beauty and fertility.
ROCKTON, a village in Winnebago County, at
the junction of two brandies of tlie Chicago, Milsinuous.

of Illinois,

waukee

&

Paul Railroad, on Rock River, L"?
Rockford has manufactures of
and agricultural implements and a

St.

miles north of
paper, flour

;

Population (1880), 949; (1890), 893.
ROE, Edward Reynolds, A.B., M.D., physician,
soldier and author, was born at Lebanon, Ohio,
local paper.

removed with his father, in 1819,
and graduated at Louisville Medbegan practice at Anderson,
Ind., but soon removed to Shawneetown, 111.,
where he gave much attention to geological
research and made some extensive natural his-

June

23, 1813;

to Cincinnati,

ical Institute in 1842

;

tory collections. From 1848 to ".52 he resided at
Jacksonville, lectured extensively on his favorite
science, wrote for the press and, for two years
(1850-53), edited "The Jacksonville Journal," still

—

;;

;
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later

editing the newly established "Constitu-

few months. During a part
was lecturer on natural science

tionalist" for a

of

this period he

at

also delivered a lecture before
the State Legislature on the geology of Illinois,
which was immediately followed by the passage
of the act establishing the State Geological
Department. A majority of both houses joined
in a request for his appointment as State Geologist, but it was rejected on partisan grounds
he, then, being a Whig.
Removing to Bloomington in 1853, Dr. Roe became prominent in educational matters, being the first Professor of Natural
Science in the State Normal University, and also
a Trustee of the Illinois Wesleyan University.
Having identified himself with the Democratic
party at this time, he became its nominee for
State Superintendent of Public Instruction in
1860, but, on the inception of the war in 1861, he
promptly espoused the cause of the Union, raised
three companies (mostly Normal students) which
were attached to the Thirty-third Illinois (Normal) Regiment was elected Captain and successively promoted to Major and Lieutenant-Colonel.
Having been dangerously wounded in the assault
at Vicksburg, on May 33, 1863, and compelled to
return home, he was elected Circuit Clerk by the
combined vote of both parties, was re-elected
four years later, became editor of "The Bloomington Pantagraph" and, in 1870, was elected to
the Twenty-seventh General Assembly, where
he won distinction by a somewhat notable
humorous speech in opjjosition to removing the
State Capital to Peoria. In 1871 he was appointed Marshal for the Southern District of Illinois, serving nine years. Dr. Roe was a somewhat
prolific author, having produced more than a
dozen works wliich have appeared in book form.
One of these, "Virginia Rose; a Tale of Illinois
in Early Days,"' first appeared as a prize serial in
"The Alton Courier" in 1853. Others of his more
noteworthy productions are: "The Gray and the
Blue"; "Brought to Bay"; "From the Beaten
Path"; "G. A. R. or How She Married His
Double"; "Dr. Caldwell; or the Trail of the
Serpent"; and "Prairie-Land and Other Poems."
He died in Chicago, Nov 6, 1893.
ROGERS, George Clarke, soldier, was born in
Grafton County, N H., Nov. 23, 1838; but was
educated in Vermont and Illinois, having removed to the latter State early in life. While
teaching he studied law and was admitted to the
bar in 1860; was the first, in 1861, to raise a company in Lake County for the war, which was
mustered into the Filteenth Illinois Volunteers

Shurtleff College

;

;

;

was chosen Second-Lieutenant and later Captain
was wounded four times at Shiloh, but refused to
leave the field, and led his regiment in the final
charge; was promoted Lieutenant-Colonel and
soon after commissioned Colonel for gallantry at
Hatchie. At Champion Hills he received three
wounds, from one of which he never fully recovered took a prominent part in the operations
at Allatoona and commanded a brigade nearly
two years, including the Atlanta campaign,
retiring with the rank of brevet Brigadier-General.
Since the war has practiced law in Illinois
and in Kansas.
;

ROGERS, Henry Wade, educator, lawyer and
was born in Central New York in 1853
entered Hamilton College, but the following
year became a student in Michigan University,
graduating there in 1874, also receiving the
degree of A.M., from the same institution, in
In 1883 he was elected to a professorship
1877.
in the Ann Arbor Law School, and, in 1885, was
made Dean of tlie Faculty, succeeding Judge
Cooley, at the age of 33. Five years later he was
tendered, and accepted, the Presidency of the
Northwestern University, at Evanston, being the
first layman chosen to the position, and succeeding a long line of Bishops and divines. The same
year (1890), Wesleyan University conferred upon
him the honorary degree of LL.D. He is a member of the American Bar Association, has served
for a number of years on its Committee on Legal
Education and Admission to the Bar, and was
the first Chairman of the Section on Legal Education.
President Rogers was the General Chairman of the Conference on the Future Foreign
Policy of the United States, held at Saratoga
Springs, N. Y., in August, 1898.
At the Congress held in 1893, as auxiliary to the Columbian
Exposition, he was chosen Chairman of the Committee on Law Reform and Jurisprudence, and
was for a time associate editor of "The American
Law Register," of Philadelphia. He is also the
author of a treatise on "Expert Testimony,"
which has passed through two editions, and has
edited a work entitled "Illinois Citations,"
besides doing mucli other valuable literary work
of a similar character.
ROGERS, John Gorin, jurist, was born at
Gla.sgow, Ky., Dec. 28, 1818, of English and early
Virginian ancestry was educated at Center College, Danville, Ky., and at Transylvania University, graduating from the latter institution in
1841, with the degree of Bachelor of Laws.
For
sixteen years he practiced in his native town,
and, in 1857, removed to Chicago, where he soon
author,

;
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attained professional prominence. In ISTO lie
was elected a Judge of the Cook County Circuit
Court, continuing on the bench, througli repeated
re-elections, until his deatli, which occurred
suddenly, Jan. 10, 1887, four years before the
expiration of the term for which he liad been

ROGERS PARK, a village and suburb 9 miles
north of Chicago, on Lake Michigan and the
Chicago & Northwestern and the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railways; has a biink and two
weekly newspapers is reached by electric streetcar line from Chicago, and is a popular residence
suburb. Population (1890), 1,708.
ROLL, John E., pioneer, was born in Green
;

Village, N. J.,

and

June

settled

4,

in

came to Illinois in
Sangamon County. He

1814;

Abraham Lincoln in the construction of
the flat-boat with which the latter descended the
Mississippi River to New Orleans, in 1831.
Mr.
assisted

Roll,

Catholic population exceeding 850,000.
Rcli<ji(iii:i Driioiii illations.

(See also

)

KOODHOl'SE,

elected.

1830,
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would permit, and the growth of the church has
been steady. By 1840 there were thirty-one
parishes and twenty priests. In 1896 there are
reported 698 parishes, 704 clergymen and a

who was a mechanic and

contractor, built

a number of houses in Springfield, where he has
since continued to reside.

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH.

The

earliest

Christians to establish places of worship in
nois were priests of the Catholic faith.

Illi-

Early

Catholic missionaries were explorers and historians as well as preachers. (See Allouez; Bergier,
Early Missionaries; Gravier; Marquette.) The

church went hand in hand with the representFrench Government, carrying in
one hand the cross and in the other the flag of
atives of the

simultaneously disseminating the doctrines of Christianity and inculcating loyalty to
the House of Bourbon. For nearly a hundred
years, the self-sacrificing and devoted Catholic
clergy of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries ministered to the spiritual wants of the
early French settlers and the natives. They were
not without factional jealousies, however, and a
severe blow was dealt to a branch of them in the
order for the banishment of the Jesuits and the
(See Early Misconfiscation of their property.
sionaries.) The subsequent occupation of the
country by the English, with the contemporaneous emigration of a considerable portion of the
French west of the Mississippi, dissipated many
congregations. Up to 1830 Illinois was included
in the diocese of Missouri but at that time it was
constituted a separate diocese, under the episcopal control of Rt. Rev. Joseph Rosatti.
At that
date there were few, if anj', priests in Illinois.
But Bishop Rasatti was a man of earnest purpose
and rare administrative ability. New parishes
were organized as rapidly as circumstances
France,

;

a city in Greene County, 111.,
31 miles south of Jacksonville, and the intersecting point of the Chicago & Alton and the Chicago,

Burlington & Quincy Railroads. The surrounding territory is a fertile agricultural region, and
the city contains a flouring mill, grain-elevator,
stock yards, railway shops, water works, two
private banks, one daily
papers.

and two weekly news-

Population (1890), 2,360.

ROODHOUSE,

John, farmer and founder of
the town of Roodhouse, in Greene County, 111.,
was born in Yorkshire, England, brought to

America

in

childhood, his father settling

in

Greene County, 111., in 1831. In his early manhood he opened a farm in Tazewell County, but
finally returned to the paternal home in Greene
County, where, on the location of the Jacksonville Division of the Chicago & Alton Railroad,
he laid out the town of Roodhouse, at the junction of the Louisiana and Kansas City branch
with the main line.
ROOT, (ieorare Frederick, musical composer
and author, was born at Shefiield, Mass., August
30, 1820. He was a natural musician, and, while
employed on his father's farm, learned to play on
various instruments. In 1838 he removed to Boston, where he began his
life-work.
Besides
teaching music in the public schools, he was
employed to direct the musical service in two
churches. From Boston he removed to New
York, and, in 1850, went to Paris for purposes of
musical .study. In 1853 he made his first public
e.ssay as a composer in the song, "Hazel Dell,"
which became popular at once. From this time
forward his success as a song-writer was assured.
His music, while not of a high artistic character,
captivated the popular ear and appealed strongly
to the heart.
In 1860 he took up his residence in
Chicago, where he conducted a musical journal
and wrote those "war songs" which created and
perpetuated his fame. Among the best known
are "Rally Round the Flag"; "Just Before the
Battle, Mother"; and "Tramp, Tramp, Tramp."
Other popular songs by him are "Rosalie, the
Prairie Flower"; "A Hundred Years Ago" and
"The Old Folks are Gone." Besides songs he
composed several cantatas and mitch sacred
music, also publishing many books of instruction
anil numerous collections of vocal and instru;

—

HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.

458

mental music. In 1873 the University of Chicago
conferred on him the degree of Mus. Doc. Died,
near Portland, Maine, August
1895.
ROOTS, Benajah (Juernsej', civil engineer,
and educator, was born in Onondaga County
N. Y., April 30, 1811, and educated in the schools
and academies of Central Xew York; began
teaching in 1827, and, after spending a year at
(i,

sea for the benefit of his liealth, took a course in
law and civil engineering. He was employed as

a civil engineer on the Western Railroad of
Massachusetts until 1838, when he came to Illinois and obtained emploj'ment on the railroad
projected from Alton to Shawneetown, under
the "internal improvement system" of 1837.
^When that was suspended in 1839, he settled on
a farm near the present site of Tamaroa, Peny
Count}-, and soon after opened a boarding school,
continuing its management \intil 1846, when he

became Principal
1851 he went into

of a seminar}' at Sparta.

In
tlie service of the Illinois Central
Railroad, first as resident engineer in
charge of surveys and construction, later as land
agent and attorney. He was prominent in the
introduction of the graded school system in Illinois and in the establishment of the State Normal School at Bloomington and the University of
Illinois at Champaign
was a member of the
State Board of Education from its organization,
and served as delegate to tlie National Repub:

lican Convention of 1868.
Died, at his home in
Perry County, 111., May 9, 1888.— Philander Keep
(Roots), son of the preceding, born in Tolland
County, Conn., June 4, 1888, brought to Illinois
the same year and educated in his father's school,
and in an academy at CarroUton and tlie Wesleyan University at Bloomington at the age of
17 belonged to a corps of engineers employed on
a Southern railroad, and, during the war, served
as a civil engineer in the construction and repair
of military roads.
Later, he was Deputy Surveyor-General of Nebraska; in 18T1 became Chief
Engineer on the Cairo & Fulton (now a part of
the Iron Mountain) Railway; then engaged in
the banking business in Arkansas, first as cashier
of a bank at Fort Smith and afterwards of the
Merchants' National Bank at Little Rock, of
;

which liis
Logan H.
roa,

;

brother,

t^ated

at

Logan

was President.
Tamawas eduthe State Normal at
H.,

(Roots), another son, born near

Perry County,

111.,

home and

March

at

23. 1841,

Bloomington, meanwhile serving as principal
of a high school at Duquoin in 1863 enlisted in
the Eighty-first Illinois Volunteers, serving
through the war and acting as Chief Commissary
;

for General Sherman on the "March to the Sea,"
and participating in the great review in Washington, in May, 1865.
After the conclusion of

war he was appointed Collector of Internal
Revenue for the First Arkansas District, was
State to the Fortieth and
Forty-first Congresses (1868 and 1870)— being, at
the time, the youngest member in that body and
was appointed United States Marshal by President Grant. He finally became President of the
the

elected from that

—

Merchants' National Bank at Little Rock, with
which he remained nearly twenty years. Died,
suddenly, of congestion of the brain. May 30,
1893, leaving an estate valued at nearly one and
a half millions, of which he gave a large sliare to
charitable purposes and to the city of Little
Rock, for the benefit of its hospitals and the im-

provement of

its parks.

EOSE, James

A., Secretary of State, was born
Pope County, 111., Oct. 13, 1850.
The foundation of his education was secured in

at Golconda,

the jmblic schools of his native place, and, after

a term in the Normal University at Normal, 111.,
at the age of 18 he took charge of a country
school.
Soon he was chosen Principal of tlie

Golconda graded schools, was later made County
Superintendent of Schools, and re-elected for a
second term. During his second term he was
admitted to the bar, and, resigning the office of
Superintendent, was elected State's Attorney
without opposition, being re-elected for another
term. In 1889, by appointment of Governor
Fifer, he became one of the Trustees of the
Pontiac Reformatory, serving until the next
year, when he was transferred to the Board of
Commissioners of the Southern Illinois Penitentiary at Chester, which position he continued to
occupy until 1893. In 1896 he was elected Secretary of State on the Republican ticket, his term
extending to January, 1901.
ROSEVILLE, a village of Warren County, on
the Rock Island & St. Louis Division of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad, 17 miles
northwest of Bushnell has banks and two newspapers; is in an agricultural and coal-mining
district.
Population (1880), 804; (1890), 898.
ROSS, Leonard Fulton, soldier, born in Fulton
County, 111., July 18, 1823; was educated in the
common schools and at Illinois College, Jacksonville, studied law and admitted to the bar in 1845
the following year enlisted in the Fourth Illinois
Volunteers for the Mexican War, became First
Lieutenant and was commended for services at
Vera Cruz and Cerro Gordo also performed important service as bearer of dispatches for Gen;

;
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After tlie war Uv srrvoil six yoars
a.s Probate Judge.
lu May. IKtil, lie enlisted in
the war for the Union, and was chosen Colonel
of the Seventeenth Illinois Volunteers, serving
with it in Missouri and Kentucky; was commissioned Brigadier-General a few weeks after the
capture of Fort Donelson, and, after the evacuation of Corinth, was assigned to the command
of a division with headquarters at Bolivar, Tenn.
He resigned in July, 1863, and, in 1867, was
appointed by President Johnson Collector of
Internal Revenue for the Xinth District: has
been three times a delegate to National Republican Conventions and twice defeated as a candidate for Congress in a Democratic District.
Since the war he has devoted liis attention
largely to stock-raising, having a large stockfarm in Iowa. He is now President of a bank at
eral Taylor.

Lewistown,

ROSS,
Monson,

111,

William, pioneer, was born at

(Col.)

Hampden County,

removed with

Mass., April 24. 1793;

his father's family,

in

180.5,

to

where he remained until his
twentieth j'ear, when he was commissioned an
Ensign in the Twenty-first Regiment United
Pittsfield,

Mass.,

States Infantry, serving through the War of
1812 14, and participating in the battle of Sacketfs Harbor. During the latter part of his serv-

he acted as drill-master at various points.
Then, returning to Pittsfield. he carried on the
business of blacksmithing as an employer, meanwhile filling some local offices. In 1820, a company consisting of himself and four brothers,
with their families and a few others, started for
the West, intending to settle in Illinois. Reaching the liead-waters of the Allegheny overland,
they transferred their wagons, teams and otlier
jiroperty to flat-boats, descending that stream
and the Ohio to Shawneetown, 111. Here they
disembarked and, crossing the State, reached
Upper Alton, where they found only one house,
thatof Maj. Charles W. Hunter. Leaving their
families at Upper Alton, the brothers proceeiled
north, crossing the Illinois River near its mouth,
until they reached a point in the western part of
the present county of Pike, where the town of
located.
Here they
Atlas was afterwards
erected four rough log-cabins, on a beautiful
prairie not far from the Mississippi, removing
ice

their families thither a few weeks later. They
suffered the usual privations incident to life in a

new country, not excepting sickness and death
At the next .session of
of some of their number.
the Legislature (1820-21) Pike County was established, embracing all that part of the State west
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including the
present cities t)f tialena and Chicago. The Rosa
settlement became the nucleus of the town of
Atlas, laid out by Colonel Ross and his associates
in 1823. at an early day tlie rival of Quincy. and
becoming the second county-seat of Pike County,

and

north of the

Illinois,

and

from 1824 to 1833, when tlie seat of
was removed to Pittsfield. During this
was one of the most promi-

so remaining
justice

period Colonel Ross

nent citizens of the county, holding, simultaneously or successively, the offices of Probate
Judge, Circuit and County Clerk, Justice of the
Peace, and others of a subordinate character.
As Colonel of Militia, in 1832, he was ordered by
Governor Reynolds to raise a company for the
Black Hawk War. and, in four days, reported at
Beardstown with twice the number of men
called for.
In 1834 he was elected to the lower
branch of the General Assembly, also serving in
the Senate during the three following sessions, a
jiart of the time as President jjro tem. of the lastnamed body. While in the General Assembly he
was instrumental in securing legislation of great
importance relating to Military Tract lands.
Tlie year following the establishment of the
county-seat at Pittsfield (1834) he became a citizen of that place, which he had the privilege of

naming

for his early

home.

He was

a

member

of the Republican State Convention of 1856,

and a

delegate to the National Republican Convention

of 1860, which nominated Mr. Lincoln for President the first time. Beginning life poor he

acquired considerable property

;

was

liberal, pul)-

and patriotic, making a liand.some
donation to the first company organized in Pike
County, for tlie suppression of tlie Rebellion.
lic-spirited

Died, at Pittsfield,

May

31, 1873.

ROSSVILLE,

a village of Vermilion County,
& Eastern Illinois Railroad, 19
miles north of Danville: has shoe and canning
factories, tile and brick-works, banks and two
newspapers. Population (1880), 768; (1890), 879.
ROUNDS, Sterling Parker, public printer,

on the Chicago

was born in Berkshire, Vt. June 27, 1828 about
1840 began learning the printer's trade at Kenosha, Wis., and, in 184,"). was foreman of the State
printing office at Madison, afterward working in
offices in Milwaukee. Racine and Buffalo, going
Here he finally established
to Chicago in IS.jl.
a printer's warehouse, to which he later added an
electrotype foundry and the manufacture of
presses, also commencing the issue of "Round's
Printers' Cabinet," a trade-paper, which was
continued during his life. In 1881 he was ap,

:

pointed by President Garfield Public Printer at
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Washington, serving until
to

Omaha, Neb., and was

Republican," of that

1885,

when he removed

identified

with "The

city, until his death, Dec.

17, 1887.

ROUNTREE, Hiram, County Judge, born in
Rutherford County, N. C, Deo. 23, 1794; was
brought to Kentucky in infancy, where he grew
to manhood and served as an Ensign in the War
In 1817 he reof 1812 imder General Shelby.
moved

to

Illinois

Territory, first

locating in

Madison County, where he taught school for two
years near Edwardsville, but removed to Fayette
County about tlie time of the removal of the

On

State capital to Vandalia.

the organization

Montgomery County, in 1831, he was appointed
and ever afterwards resided at
Hillsboro.
For a number of years in the early
history of the county, he held (at the same tinie)

of

to office there

the offices of Clerk of the County Commissioners
Court, Clerk of the Circuit Court, County
Recorder, Justice of the Peace, Notary Public,
Master in Chancery and Judge of Probate, besides
that of Postmaster for the town of Hillsboro. In
1836 he was elected Enrolling and Engrossing
Clerk of the Senate and re-elected in 1830 served
as Delegate in the Constitutional Convention of
1847, and the next year was elected to the State
Senate, serving in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth General Assemblies. On retiring from
the Senate (18.53), he was elected County Judge
without opposition, was re-elected to the same
office in 1861, and again, in 186.5, as the nominee
of the Republicans. Judge Rountree was noted
;

sound judgment and sterling integrity.

for his

Died, at Hillsboro,

March

4,

1873.

ROUTT, John

L., soldier and Governor, was
born at Eddyville, Ky., April 25, 1836, brought
to Illinois in infancy and educated in the common schools. Soon after coming of age he was
elected and served one term as Sheriff of McLean
County in 1863 enlisted and became Captain of
Company E, Ninety-fom-th Illinois Volunteers.
After the war he engaged in business in Bloomington, and was appointed by President Grant,
successively, United States Marshal for the
Southern District of Illinois, Second Assistant
Postmaster-General and Territorial Governor of
Colorado. On the admission of Colorado as a
State, he was elected the first Governor tmder the
;

State Government, and re-elected in 1890

—serv-

His home is in Denver.
has been extensively and successfully identi
fied with mining enterprises in Colorado.
ROWELL, Jonathan H., ex-Congressman, was
born at Haverhill, N. H., Feb. 10, 1833. He is a

ing, in all, three years.

He

graduate of Eiureka College and of the Law
Department of the Chicago University. During
War of the Rebellion he served three years as
company officer in the Seventeenth Illinois
Infantry. In 1868 he was elected State's Attorney for the Eighth Judicial Circuit, and, in 1880,
was a Presidential Elector on the Republican
ticket.
In 1883 he was elected to Congress from
the Fourteenth Illinois District and three times
His liouie
re-elected, serving until March, 1891.
is at Bloomington.
ROWETT, Richard, soldier, was born in Cornwall, England, in 1830, came to the United
States in 1851, finally settling on a farm near
Carlinville, 111., and becoming a breeder of
thorough-bred horses. In 1861 he entered the
service as a Captain in the Seventh Illinois
and was successively promoted
Volunteers
Major, Lieutenant-Colonel and Colonel; Was
wounded in the battles of Shiloh, Corinth and
Allatoona, especially distinguishing himself at the
latter and being brevetted Brigadier-General for
After the war he returned to his
gallantry.
stock-farm, but later held the positions of Canal
Penitentiary Commissioner, Repthe Thirtieth General Assem-

the

bly and Collector of Internal Revenue for the
Fourth (Quincy) District, until its consolidation

with the Eighth District by President Cleveland.
Died, in Chicago, July 13, 1887.

RUSH MEDICAL COLLEGE,

located in Chi-

cago; incorporated by act of March 3, 1837, tlie
charter having been prepared the previous year
by Drs. Daniel Brainard and Josiah C. Goodhue.
The extreme financial depression of the following
year prevented the organization of a faculty

The institution was named in honor
Benjamin Rusli, the eminent practitioner,
medical author and teacher of Philadelphia in the
The first
latter half of the eighteenth century.
faculty consisted of four professors, and tlie first
term opened on Dec. 4, 1843, with a class of
twenty-two students. Three years" study was
required for graduation, but only two annual
terms of sixteen weeks each need be attended at
the college itself. Instrxiction was given in a
few rooms temporarily opened for that purpose.
The next year a small building, costing between
This was re-ar§3,000 and .$4,000, was erected.
ranged and enlarged in 1855 at a cost of $15,000.
The constant and rapid growth of the college
until 1843.

of Dr.

necessitated the erection of a new building in
This was
1867, the cost of which was $70,000.
destroyed in the fire of 1871, and another, costing
$54,000,

was erected

in 1876

and a

free dispensary

llISTOlilCAL
added.

In

1!<44

tlie
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Presbyterian Hosiiiial was

located on a portion of tlie college lot, and the
institutions connected, thus insuring abunfacilities for clinical instruction.

two

dant and stable

Shortly afterwards. Rush

College

became the

medical department of Lake Forest University.

The present faculty

(189S) consists of 95 profes-

adjunct professors, lecturers and instructors
of all gi-ades. and over 600 students in attemlThe length of the annual terms is six
an,ce.
months, and four years of study are reiiuired for
graduation, attendance upon at least three college terms being compulsory.
RUSHVILLE, the county-seat of Schuyler
County, 50 miles noi-theast of Quincy and 11
miles northwest of Beardstown is the southerr
terminus of the Buda and Rushville branch of the
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad. The
sors,

:

town was

selected as the county-seat in 1826,
the seat of justice being renioved from a place
Beardstown, about five miles eastward

called

(not the present Beardstown in Cass County),
wliere it had been located at the time of the
organization of Schuyler County, a year previous.
At first the new seat of justice was called Rushton, in honor of Dr. Benjamin Rush, but afterwards took its present name. It is a coal-mining,
grain and fruit-gi'owing region, and contains
several manufactories, including flour-mills, brick

and

tile

private)

(one

works; also has two banks (State and
library.
Three periodicals
are published here. Population

and a public

daily)

(1880), 1,662; (1890), 2,031.

RUSSELL, John, pioneer teacher and author,
Vt., July 31, 1793, and
educated in the common schools of his native
State and at Middlebury College, wliere he graduated in 1818 having obtained means to support
himself, during his college course, by teaching
and by the publication, before lie had reached his
20th year, of a volume entitled "The xVuthentic
History of Vermont State Prison. " After graduation he taught for a short time in Georgia; but,
early in the following year, joined his father on
the way to Missouri. The next five years he
spent in teaching in the '•Bonhommie Bottom"
on the Missouri River. During this period he
published, anonymously, in "The St. Charles Missourian," a temperance allegory entitled "The
was born at Cavendish,

—

(or "The Worm of the Still"),
which gained a wide popularity and was early
recognized by the compilers of school-readers as

Venomous Worm"

a sort of classic. Leaving this locality he taught
a year in St. Louis, when he removed to Vandalia
(then the capital of Illinois), after which he spent

4(il

two years teaching in the Seminary at Upper
.\ lion, which afterwards became Shurtletf College.
In 1828 lie removed to Greene County, locating
iit a point near the Illinois River to which he
gave the name of Bluifdale.
Here he was licensed as a Baptist preacher, officiating in this capacity only occasionally, while pursuing his
calling as a teacher or writer for the jiress, to
which he was an almost constant contributor
during the last twenty-five years of his life.
About 1837 or 1838 he was editor of a paper called
"The Backwoodsman" at Grafton then a part
of Greene County, but now in Jersey Countj- to
which lie afterwards continued to be a contributor some time longer, and, in 18-11-42, was editor

—

—

of

"The Advertiser,

also,

Hill

"

at Louisville,

Ky.

He was

for several years, Principal of the Spring
Academy in East Fehciana Parish. La.,

meanwhile serving

for a portion of the time as
Superintendent of Public Schools. He was the
author of a number of stories and sketches, some
of which went through several editions, and, at
the time of liis death, had in preparation a history of "The Black Hawk War," "Evidences of

Christianity" and a "History of Illinois."

He

was an accomplished

linguist, being able to read
with fluency Greek, Latin, French, Spanish and
Italian, besides having considerable familiarity
with several other modern languages. In 1862
he received from the University of Chicago the
degree of LL.D. Died, Jan. 2, 1863, and was'
buried on the old homestead at Bluifdale.
RISSELL, Martin J., politician and journalist, born in Chicago, Dec. 20, 1845.
He was a
nephew of Col. James A. Mulligan (see MiiUigan,
James A.) and served with credit as AdjutantGeneral on the staff of the latter in the Civil
War. In 1870 he became a reporter on "The
Chicago Evening Post." and was advanced to
the position of city editor. Subsequently he was
connected with "The Times," and "The Telegram" was also a member of the Board of Education of Hyde Park before the annexation of
that village to Chicago, and has been one of the
South Park Commissioners of the city last named.
After the purclia.se of "The Chicago Times" by
Carter H. Harrison he remained for a time on
the editorial staff. In 1894 President Cleveland
;

appointed him Collector of the Port of Chicago.
At the expiration of his term of office he resumed
editorial work as editor-in-cliief of "The Chronicle," the organ of the Democratic party in
Chicago.

RUTHERFORD,
dier,

was born

in

Friend S., lawyer and
Schenectady, N. Y., Sept.

sol25,

,
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law in Troy and removed to Illinois, settling at Edwardsville, and finally at
Alton; was a Republican candidate for Presi1830; studied

dential Elector in 1856, and, in 1860, a

member

of

RUTLAND, a village of La Salle County, on
the Illinois Central Railroad, 25 miles south of La
Salle; has a bank and a local newspaper, with
coal mines in the vicinity. Population (1890),

the National Republican Convention at Chicago,
which nominated Mr. Lincoln for the Presidency.
In September, 1863, he was commissioned Colonel

509.

of the Ninety-seventh Illinois Volunteers, and
participated in the capture of Port Gibson and in
the operations about Vicksburg— also leading in
the attack on Arkansas Post, and subsequently
serving in Louisiana, but died as the result of
fatigue and exposure in the service, June 20.
1864, one week before his promotion to the rank

June

of Brigadier-General.— Reuben C. (Rutherford),
brother of the preceding, was born at Troy, N. Y.

grew up in Vermont and New
Hampshire; received a degree in law when quite

Sept. 29, 1823, but

young, but afterwards fitted himself as a lecturer on physiology and hygiene, upon which he
lectured extensively in Michigan, Illinois and
other States after coming west in 1849. During
1854-55, in co-operation with Prof. J. B. Turner
and others, he canvassed and lectured extensively
throughout Illinois in support of the movement
which resulted in the donation of public lands,
by Congress, for the establishment of "Industrial
Colleges" in the several States. The establishment of the University of Illinois, at Champaign,
was the outgrowth of this movement. In 1856 he
located at Quincy, where he resided some thirty
years; in 1861, served for several months as the
first

Commissary of Subsistence at Cairo; was
with the State Quartermaster's

later associated

Department, finally entering the secret service of
the War Department, in which he remained until
1867, retiring with the rank of brevet BrigadierGeneral. In 1880, General Rutherford removed
to New York City, wlierehe died, June 24. 1895.—
George V. (Rutlierford), another brother, was
born at Rutland, Vt., 1830; was first admitted to
the bar, but afterwards took charge of tlie construction of telegraph lines in some of the Southern States; at the beginning of the Civil War
became Assistant Quartermaster-General of the
Illinois, at Springfield, under ex-Gov.
Wood, but subsequently entered the
Quartermaster's service of the General Government in Washington, retiring after the war with
the rank of Brigadier-General. He then returned

State of

John

where he resided until 1873, when
111.
he engaged in manufacturing business at Northampton, Mass., but finally removed to California
Died, at St.
for the benefit of his failing health.
Helena, Cal., August 38, 1872.

to Quincy,

,

RUTLEDGE, (Rev.) IViUIam J., clergyman,
Army Chaplain, born in Augusta County, Va.,
34, 1820; was converted at the age of 12
years and, at 21, became a member of the Illinois
Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church,
serving various churches in the central and western parts of the State also acting, for a time, as
Agent of the Illinois Conference Female College

—

1861 to 1863 he was ChapRegiment Illinois VolunReturning from the war, he served as
pastor of churches at Jacksonville, Bloomiugton,

at Jacksonville.

From

lain of the Fourteentli
teers.

Quincy, Rushville, Springfield, Griggsville and
other points; from 1881 to "84 was Chaplain of
the Illinois State Penitentiary at Joliet. Mr.
Rutledge was one of the founders of the Grand
Army of the Republic, and served for many years
as Chaplain of the order for the Department of
In connection with the ministry, he
Illinois.

occupied a supernumerary relation since
His present home is in Jacksonville.
State Treasurer, was born in
a village in the Duchy of Baden, Germany, May
America
in 1848, locating on a
came
to
1829
5,
farm in St. Clair County, 111. went to California
in 1857, and, early in 1861, enlisted in the Third
United States Artillery at San Francisco, serving
with the Army of the Potomac until his discharge
in 1864, and taking part in every battle iu which
After his return in
his command was engaged.
1865, he located in St. Clair County, and was
elected County Sm-veyor, served three consecutive terms as County Treasurer, and was elected
State Treasurer three times 1873, '76 and '80.
About 1892 he removed to California, wliere he
lias

1885.

RUTZ, Edward,
;

;

—

now resides.
RYAN, Edward

G.,

early editor

and jmist,

born at Newcastle House, County Meath, Ireland,
Nov. 13, 1810; was educated for the priesthood,
but turned his attention to law, and, in 1830,
came to New York and engaged in teaching
while prosecuting his legal studies; in 1836 removed to Chicago, where he was admitted to the
bar and was. for a time, associated in practice
with Hugh T. Dickey. In April, 1840, Mr. Ryan
assumed the editorship of a weekly paper in Chicago called '"The Illinois Tribune," which he
conducted for over a year, and. which is remembered chiefly on account of its bitter assaults on
Judge John Pearson of Danville, wlio h;id

HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.
the
•d the hostility of some members of
Chicago bar by his rvilings upon tlie bench.
About 1842 Ryan removed to Milwaukee, Wis.,
where lie was, for a time, a partner of Matthew
H. Carpenter (afterwards United States Senator),
and was connecteil with a number of celebrated
trials before the courts of that State, including

the Barstow-Bashford case, which ended with
Bashford becoming the first Republican Governor
of "Wisconsin. In 1874 he was appointed Chief
Justice of Wisconsin, serving until his death,
wliich occurred at Madison, Oct. 19, 1880. He
was a strong partisan, and, during the Civil War,
was an intense opponent of the war policy of the
Government. In spite of infirmities of temper,
he appears to have been a man of much learning
'

and recognized legal ability.
RYAN, James, Roman Catholic Bishop, born
in Ireland in 1848 and emigrated to America in
childhood; was educated for the priesthood in
Kentucky, and, after ordination, was made a professor in St. Joseph's Seminary, at Bardstown,

In 1878 he removed to Illinois, attaching
himself to the diocese of Peoria, and liaving
charge of parishes at Wataga and Danville. In
1881 he became rector of the Ottawa parish,
within the episcopal jurisdiction of the Archbishop of Chicago. In 1888 he was made Bishop
of the see of Alton, the prior incumbent (Bishop

Ky.

having died in

1886.

SACS AND FOXES, two confederated Indian
tribes, who were among the most warlike and
powerful of the aborigines of the Illinois Country.
The Foxes called themselves the Musk-wah-ha-

name compounded of two words, signifying "those of red earth." The French called
them Ou-taga-mies, that being their spelling of
the name given tliem by other tribes, the meaning of which was "Foxes," and which was
bestowed upon them because their totem (or
armorial device, as it may be called) was a fox.
They seem to have been driven westward from
the northern shore of Lake Ontario, by way of
Niagara and Mackinac, to the region around
Green Bay, Wis. Concerning their allied brethThe name is variren, the Sacs, less is known.
oxisly spelled in the Indian dialects Ou-sa-kies,
Sauks, etc. and the term Sacs is un(iuestionably
an abbreviated corruption. Black Hawk belonged to this tribe. The Foxes and Sacs formed
a confederation according to aboriginal tradition,
on what is now known as the Sac River, near
Green Bay, but the date of the alliance cannot
be determined. The origin of the Sacs is equally
kee, a

—

—

—

403

Black Hawk claimed that Kis tribe
originally dwelt around yuebec;, but, as to the
uncertain.

authenticity of this claim, historical authorities
Subse(iuent to 1670 the history of
diflfer widely.
the allied tribes is tolerably well defined. Their
characteristics, location and habits are described

some length by Father AUouez, who visited
them in 1066-67. He says that they were numerous and warlike, but depicts them as "penurious,
That
avaricious, thievish and quarrelsome."
they were cordially detested by their neighbors
is certain, and Judge James Hall calls them "the
Ishmaelites of the lakes. " They were unfriendly
to the French, who attaclied to themselves other
tribes, and, through the aid of the latter, had
well-nigh exterminated them, when tlie Sacs and
Foxes sued for peace, which was granted on
terms most humiliating to the vanquished. By
1718, however, they were virtually in possession
of the region around Rock River in Illinois, and,
four years later, through tlie aid of the Mascoutinsand Kickapoos, they had expelled the Illinois,
driving the last of that ill-fated tribe across the
Illinois River.
They abstained from taking part
in the border wars that marked the close of the
Revolutionary War, and therefore did not parAt
ticipate -in the treaty of Greenville in 179.).
that date, according to Judge Hall, they claimed
the country as far west as Council Bluffs, Iowa,
and as far north as Prairie du Chien. Tliey
offered to co-operate with the United States
Government in the War of 1813, but this offer
was declined, and a portion of the tribe, under
the leadership of Black Hawk, enlisted on the
side of the British. Tlie Black Hawk War proved
By the treaty of Rock Island
their political ruin.
they ceded vast tracts of land, including a large
part of the eastern half of Iowa and a large body
of land east of the Mississippi.
(See Black Hawk
War; Indian Treaties.) In 1843 the Government
divided the nation into two bands, removing botli
to reservations in the farther West.
One was
located on the Osage River and the other on the
.south side of the Nee-ma-ha River, near the
northwest corner of Kansas. From these reserat

many of them have
emigrated toward the Rocky Mountains,
where the hoe might bo lai<l aside for the rifle,
the net and the spear of the hunter. A few
years ago a part of these confederated tribes
were located in the eastern part of Oklahoma.
SAILOR SPRINGS, a village and health resort
vations, tliere is little doubt,

silently

in Clay County, 8 miles northeast of Louisville
has a bank and a local paper. Population (estimated), 300.

,
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SALEM, an

incorporated city, the county-seat
of Marion County, situated on the Baltimore &
Ohio Southwestern Railroad, 71 miles east of St.
Louis, and 16 miles northeast of Centralia. The
surrounding country is agricultural and rich in
A leading industry of Salem is the culture,
coal.
evaporation and shipment of fruit. The city has

a national bank and three weekly
Population (1880), 1,337; (1890),
newspapers.
flour-mills,

1,493.

ants in the

making of

of white settlers.

three to four feet. In 1813, with a view to encouraging the manufacture of salt from these
springs. Congress granted to Illinois the use of
36 square miles, the fee still remaining in the

United States.

(1894), i,537.

salt, long before the advent
There have been discovered, at

what appear to be the remains of
evaporating kettles, composed of hardened clay
and pounded shells, varying in diameter from
various points,

These lands were leased by the

SALINE COUNTY, a southeastern county,
organized in 1847, having an area of 380 square
It derives its name from the salt springs
miles.
which are found in every part of the county.

State to private parties, but the income derived

is rolling and yields an
abundance of coal of a qiiality suitable for smithThe bottoms are swampy, but heavily
ing.
timbered, and saw-mills abound. Oak, hickory,
sweet gum, mulberry, locust and sassafras are
the prevailing varieties. Fruit and tobacco are
extensively cultivated. The climate is mild and
humid, and the vegetation varied. The soil of
the low lands is rich, and, when drained, makes
excellent farming lands. In some localities a
good gray sandstone, soft enough to be worked,
is quarried, and millstone grit is frequently found.

see,

The northern portion

In the southern half of the county are the Eagle
Mountains, a line of hills having an altitude of
some 450 to 500 feet above the level of the Mis-

and believed by geologists to
have been a part of the upheaval that gave birth
in Missouri and ArkanMountains
to the Ozark
The highest land in the county is 864 feet
sas.
Tradition
says that these hills
sea-level.
above
are rich in silver ore, but it has not been found
Springs strongly impregin paying quantities.
nated with sulphur are found on the slopes. The
sissippi at Cairo,

from them was comparatively small and

fre-

quently diflicult of collection. The workmen
were mostly slaves from Kentucky and Tennes-

who

Section

are especially referred to in Article VI.

3,

of the Constitution of 1818.

made brought $5

The

salt

per 100 poimds, and was shipped

in keel-boats to various points on the Ohio, Mis-

Tennessee and Cumberland Rivers, while
purchasers came hundreds of miles on
horseback and carried it away on pack animals.
In 1837, the State treasury being empty and the
General Assembly having decided to erect a penitentiary at Alton, Congress was petitioned to
donate these lands to the State in fee, and permission was granted "to sell 30,000 acres of the
Ohio Salines in Gallatin County, and apply the
proceeds to such purposes as the Legislature
might by lavr direct."" The sale was made, onehalf of the proceeds set apart for the building of
the penitentiary, and one-half to the improvesissippi,

many

ment

of roads and rivers in the eastern part of
The manufactm-e of salt was carried
however for a time by lessees and subsequently by owners until 1873, about which time
it was abandoned, chiefly because it had ceased
to be profitable on account of competition with

the State.

—

on,

—

county-seat was originally located at Raleigh,
which was platted in 1848, but it was subsequently removed to Harrisburg, which was laid
out in 1859. Population of the county (1880),

other

15,940; (1890), 19,342.

of artesian wells, at St. John, in Perry County.
SANDOVAL, a village of Marion County, at

SALINE RIVER, a stream formed by

the confluence of two branches, both of which flow
through portions of Saline County, uniting in
Gallatin County. The North Fork rises in Hamilton County and runs nearly south, while the
South Fork drains part of Williamson County,

and runs east through
is little more than a

Saline.

The

river (wliich

districts

possessing

superior

facilities.

Some salt was manufactured in Vermilion County
about 1824. The manufacture has been successfully carried

on in recent years, from the product

the crossing of the western branch of the Illinois
Central Railroad, and the Baltimore & Ohio
Soutliwestern, 6 miles north of Centralia. The
town has coal mines and some manufactures,
with banks and two newspapers. Population
(1880), .564;

(1890), 834.

SANDSTONE. The

quantity of sandstone quar-

creek), thus formed, runs
the Ohio ten miles below

ried in Illinois is comparatively insignificant, its

SALT MANUFACTURE. There is evidence
going to show that the saline springs, in Gallatin
County, were utilized by the aboriginal inhabit-

value being less than one-fifth of one per cent of
the value of the output of the entire country.
In 1890 the State ranked twenty-fifth in the list
of States producing this mineral, the total value

southeast, entering

Shawneetown.

HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.

4G5

SANGAMON RIVER, formed by

of the stone quarried being but $17,896, representing 141,605 cubic feet, taken from ten quarries, which employed forty-six hands, and had an

the union of
the Nortli and South Forks, of which the former
The
North Fork
branch.
main
longer,
or
is the

aggregate capital invested of §49,400.
SANDWICH, a city in De Kalb County,
incorporated in 1873, on the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad. 58 miles southwest of
Chicago. The principal industry is the manufacture of agricultural implements, though there
are also factories of pumps and wind-mills.
Sandwich has two private banks and two
weekly papers. Population (1880), 3.353; (1890),

Champaign County,
the city of Decatur,
Sangamon County,
of Christian County,
and emptying into the Illinois River about 9 miles
above Beardstown. The Sangamon is nearly 340
miles long, including the North Fork. The
South Fork flows through Christian County, and
joins the North Fork about 6 miles east of
Springfield.
In the earlj- history of the State the
Sangamon was regarded as a navigable stream,
and its improvement was one of the measures
advocated by Abraham Lincoln in 1832, when he
was for the first time a candidate (though unsuccessfully) for the Legislatme.
In the spring of
1833 a small steamer from Cincinnati, called the
"Talisman," ascended the river to a point near
Springfield.
The event %vas celebrated with
great rejoicing by the people, but the vessel
encountered so much difficult}' in getting out of
the river that the experiment was never

2.516.

SANGAMON

COUNTY,

a

organized under act of June

central

30, 1831,

county,

from parts

Bond and Madison Counties, and embracing
the present counties of Sangamon, Cass, Menard,
Mason, Tazewell. Logan, and parts of Morgan,
McLean, Woodford, Marshall and Putnam. It
was named for the river flowing through it.
Though reduced in area somewhat, four years
later, it extended to the Illinois River, but was

of

*

reduced to its present limits bj- the setting apart
Menard, Logan and Dane (now Christian)

of

Counties, in 1839. Henry Funderburk is believed
to have been the first white settler, arriving
there in 1817 and locating in what is now Cotton
Hill Township, being followed, the next year, by
William Drennan, Joseph DoJds, James McCoj^,

Robert FuUiani and others. John Kell.v located
on the present site of the city of Springfield in
1818, and was there at the time of the selection
of that place as the temporary seat of justice in
Other settlements were made at Auburn,
1821.
Island Grove, and elsewhere, and population
began to flow in rapidly. Remnants of the Pottawatomie and Kickapoo Indians were still there,
but soon moved north or west. County organization vras effected in 1831, the first Board of
County Commissioners being composed of William Drennan, Zachariah Peter and Samuel Lee.
John Reynolds (afterwards Governor) held the
fir.st term of Circuit Court, with John Taylor,
Sheriff; Henry Starr, Prosecuting Attorney, and
Charles R. Matheny, Circuit Clerk. A United
States

tile,

Office

with Pascal

first sale

The

was established at Springfield
P. Enos as Receiver, the
same j-ear.
Sangamon County is exuberantly fer-

Land

in 1823,

of lands taking place the

soil of

with rich underlying deposits of bituminous

which is mined in large quantities. The
chief towns are Springfield, Auburn, Riverton,
The area of the
lUiopolis and Pleasant Plains.
coal,

county

is

860 square miles.

.52,894; (1890), 61,195.

Population (1880),

rises in the northern part of
wlience it runs southwest to
thence westward through
forming the north boundary

repeated.

SANGAMON & MORGAN RAILROAD.
Wabash

;

and canal conN. H., March 2,

P., railway

was born at Littleton,
brought in childhood to Livingston County,

tractor,

1809

(See

Railroad.)

SANGER, Lorenzo

N. Y., where his father became a contractor on
the Erie Canal, the son also being employed upon

The latter subsequently became
a contractor on tlie Pennsylvania Canal on his
own account, being known as "the boy contractor." Then, after a brief experience in mercantile
business, and a year spent in tlie construction of a
canal in Indiana, in 1836 he came to Illinois, and
soon after became an extensive contractor on the
the same work.

& Michigan Canal, having charge of rock
excavation at Lockport. He was also connected
with the Rock River improvement scheme, and
interested in a line of stages between Chicago
and Galena, which, having been consolidated
with the line managed by the firm of Fink &
Walker, finally became the Northwestern Stage
Company, extending its operations throughout
Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, Iowa
and Missouri Mr. Sanger having charge of the
Western Division, for a time, with headquarters
at St. Louis.
In 1851 he became the head of the
firm of Sanger, Camp & Co., contractors for the
construction of the W^estern (or Illinois) Division
of the Ohio & Mississippi (now the Baltimore &
Ohio Southwestern) Railway, upon which ha
Illinois

—

,
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was employed for several years. Other works
with which he was connected were the North
Missouri Railroad and the construction of the
State Penitentiary at Joliet, as member of the
firm of Sanger & Casey, for a time, also lessees of
convict labor. In 1863 Mr. Sanger received from

Governor Yates, by request of President Lincoln,
as Colonel, and was assigned to
duty in Kentucky and Tennessee. After
the war he became largely interested in stone
quarries adjacent to Joliet; also had an extensive
contract, from the City of Chicago, for deepening
the Illinois & Michigan Canal. Died, at Oakland,
Cal., March 23, 1875, whither he had gone for the

a commission
staff

benefit of

— James

Young' (Sanger),
brother of the preceding, was born at Sutton,
Vt., March 14, 1814; in boyhood spent some time
in a large mercantile establishment at Pittsburg,
Pa., later being associated with his father and
elder brother in contracts on the Erie Canal and
similar works in Pennsjdvania, Ohio and Indiana. At the age of 22 he came with his father's
family to St. Joseph, Mich., where they established a large supply store, and engaged in
bridge-building and similar enterprises. At a
later period, in connection with his father and
his brother, L. P. Sanger, he was prominently
connected with the construction of the Illinois &
Michigan Canal the aqueduct at Ottawa and
the locks at Peru being constructed by them.
About 1850 the Construction Company, of which
he and his brother, L. P. Sanger, were leading
members, undertook the construction of the Ohio
& Mississippi (now Baltimore & Ohio Southwestern) Railroad, from St. Louis to Vincennes, Ind.,
and were prominently identified with other railroad enterprises in Southern Illinois, Missouri and
California.
Died. July 3, 1867, when consummating arrangements for the performance of a
large contract on the Union Pacific Railroad.
SAMTARY COMMISSION. (See nUyiois Sanitary Commissiiin.
his health.

—

)

SAMTARY DISTRICT OF CHICAGO.

(See

Chicago Drainage Canal. )
SAUGANASH, the Indian name of a half-breed
known as Capt. Billy Caldwell, the son of a
British officer and a Pottawatomie woman, born
in Canada about 1780; received an education

from the Jesuits at

Detroit,

and was able to

speak and write EngUsh and French, besides
several Indian dialects was a friend of Tecumseh's and, during the latter part of his life, a
devoted friend of the whites.
He took up his
residence in Chicago about 1820, and, in 1826,
was a Justice of the Peace, while nominally a
;

subject of Great Britain and a Chief of the Ottawas and Pottawatomies. In 1828 the Government, in consideration of his services, built for
him the first frame house ever erected in Chicago,
which he occupied until his departure with his
By a treaty,
tribe for Council Bluffs in 1836.
made Jan. 2, 1830, reservations were granted by

the Government to Sauganash, Shabona and
other friendly Indians (see Shabona), and 1,240
acres on the North Branch of Chicago River set
apart for Caldwell, which he sold before leaving
the country. Died, at Council Bluffs, Iowa,
Sept. 28, 1841.

SAVAGE, George S. F., D.D., clergyman, was
born at Cromwell, Conn., Jan. 29, 1817; graduated at Yale College in 1844 studied theology at
Andover and New Haven, graduating in 1847;
was ordained a home missionary the same year
and spent twelve years as pastor at St. Charles,
for four years being corresponding editor of
111.
"The Prairie Herald" and "The Congregational
Herald." For ten years he was in the service of
the American Tract Society, and, during the Civil
War, was engaged in sanitary and religious work
in the army.
In 1870 he was appointed Western
Secretary of the Congregational Publishing
Society, remaining two years, after wliich he became Financial Secretary of the Chicago Thecjlogical Seminary.
He has also been a Director
of the institution since 1854, a Trustee of Beloit
;

,

College since 1850, and, for several years, editor
and publisher of "The Congregational Review."
SAVANNA, a city in Carroll County, situated
on the Mississippi River and tlie Cliicago, Burlington & Northern and the Chicago, Milwaukee
& St. Paul Railways is 10 miles west of Mount
Carroll, and about 20 miles north of Clinton,
Iowa. It is an important shipping point and
contains several manufactories of machinery,
lumber, flour, etc. It has a State bank, several
churches, two graded schools and two daily ami
weekly newspapers. Population (1880), 1,000;
;

(1890), 3,097,

SAYBROOK, a village of McLean County, on
the Lake Erie & Western Railroad, 16 miles east
of Bloomington. The district is agricultural;
the town has a bank and two newspapers.
Population (1880), 734; (1890), 851.
SCATES, Walter Bennett, jurist and soldier,
was born at South Boston, Halifax County, Ya.
Jan. 18, 1808 was taken in infancy to Hopkinsville, Ky., where he resided until 1831, having
meanwhile learned the printer's trade at Nashville and studied law at Louisville.
In 1831 he
removed to Frankfort, Franklin County, 111.,
;

IIISTOKICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.
he was County Surveyor. In
isiit),
haviug been appointed Attorney General,
lie removed to Vandalia. then the seat of governmeut, but resigned at the close of the same year
to accept the judgeship of the Tliird Judicial
Circuit, and took up his residence at Shawneetown. In iy41 he was one of five new Judges
added to the Supreme Court bench, the others
being Sidney Breese, Stephen A. Douglas,
Tliomas Ford and Samuel H. Treat. In that
year he removed to Mount Vernon, Jeiferson
County, and, in January, 1847, resigned his seat
upon the bench to resume practice. The same
year he was a member of the Constitutional Convention and Chairman of the Committee on
Judiciarj'.
In June. 18.54, he again took a seat
upon the Supreme Court bench, being chosen to
succeed Lyman Trumbull, but resigned in May,
18.57, and
resumed practice in Chicago.
In
1803 he volunteered in defense of the Union,
received a Major's commission and was assigned
to duty on the staff of General McClernand was
made. Assistant Adjutant-General and mustered
out in January, 1866. In July, 1866, President
Johnson appointed him Collector of Customs at
Chicago, which po.sition he filled until July 1,
18tjil when he was removed by President Grant,
during the same period, being ex-officio custodian
of United States funds, the office of Assistant
Treasurer not having been then created. Died,
at Evanston, Oct. 26, 1886.
SCAMMOJf, Jonathan Youug', lawyer and
banker, was born at Whitefieid, Maine. July 27,
1812; after graduating at Waterville (now Colby)
University in 1831, he studied law and was
admitted to the bar at Hallowell, in 183-5 removing to Chicago, where he spent the remainder of
his life.
After a year spent as deputy in the
office of the Circuit Clerk of Cook County, during
which he prepared a revision of the Illinois statutes, he was appointed attorney for the State
Bank of Illinois in 1837, and, in 1839, became
leporter of the Supreme Court, which office lie
wiiere, for a time,

;

held until 1845. In the meantime, he was associated with several prominent lawyers, his first
legal iirm being that of .Scammon, McCagg &
Fuller, which was continued up to the fire of
1871.
fied

A
with

large operator in real estate and identimany enterprises of a public or benevo-

most important financial
venture was in connection with the Chicago
Marine & Fire Insurance Company, which conducted an extensive banking business for many
years, and of which he was the President and
leading spirit. As a citizen he was progressive,
lent

character,

his
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and liberal. He was one of the
main promoters and organizers of the old Galena
Railway, the first railroad to
Union
Chicago
&
run west from Lake Michigan was also prominently identified with the founding of the Chi-

public-spirited

;

cago public school system, a Trustee of the (old)
Chicago University, and one of the founders of
the Chicago Historical Society, of the Chicago
Academy of Sciences and the Chicago Astrobeing the first President
nomical Soiuety

—

He erected, at a cost of
Observatory, in
be placed the most powerful telescope which had at that time been brought
to the West. He also maintained the observatory
He was the pioneer of
at his own expense.
of the latter

the

§30,000,

which he

body.

Fort

Dearborn

caiLsed to

Swedenborgianism in Chicago, and, in politics, a
staunch Whig, and, later, an ardent Republican.
In 1844 he was one of the founders of "The Chicago American," a paper designed to advance
the candidacy of Henry Clay for the Presidency
and, in 1872, when "The Chicago Tribune"
espoused the Liberal Republican cause, he started
"The Inter-Ocean" as a Republican organ, being,
for

some

time, its sole proprietor

and

editor-in-

chief.
He was one of the fii-st to encourage the
adoption of the homeopathic system of medicine
in Chicago, and was prominently connected with
the founding of the Hahnemann Medical College
and the Hahnemann Hospital, being a Trustee in
both for many years. As a member of the General Assembly he secured the i)as.sage of many
important measures, among them being legislation looking toward the bettering of the currency
and the banking system. He accumulated a
large fortune, but lost most of it by the fire of
1871 and the panic of 1873.
Died, in Chicago,

March

17, 1890.

SCARRITT, Nathan,
necticut,

came

County.

pioneer,

to Edwardsville,

in 1821, located in

Scarritfs

was born
111.,

in Con-

in 1820, and,

Prairie,

Madison

His sons afterward became influential
and Methodist church circles. Died,

in business

Dec.

12, 1847.

SCENERY, NATURAL. Notwithstanding the
uniformity of surface which characterizes a
country containing no mountain ranges, but
which is made up largely of natural prairies,
there are a number of localities in Illinois where
scenery of a |)icture.sque. and even bold and
rugged character, may be found. One of the
most striking of these features is produced by a
spur or low range of hills from the Ozark Mountains of Missouri, projected across the southern
part of the State from the vicinity of Grand

—

—
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Tower

in Jackson County, through tlie northern

part of Union, and through portions of Williamson, Johnson, Saline,

Pope and Hardin Counties.

Grand Tower, the initial point in the western
part of the State, is an isolated cliff of limestone,
standing out in the channel of the Mississippi,

and forming an island nearly

100 feet above lowhas been a conspicuous landmark
the
Mississippi.
"Fountain Bluff," a few miles
above Grand Tower, is another conspicuous point
immediately on the river bank, formed by some
isolated hills about three miles long by a mile
and a half wide, which have withstood the forces
that excavated the valley now occupied by the
Mississippi.
About half a mile from the lower
end of this hill, with a low valley between them,
is a smaller eminence known as the "Devil's
Bake Oven." The main chain of bluffs, known
as the "Back Bone," is about five miles from the
river, and rises to a height of nearly 700 feet
above low-tide in the Gulf of Mexico, or more
than 400 feet above the level of the river at
Cairo.
"Bald Knob" is a very prominent inland
bluff promontory near Alta Pass on the line of
the Mobile & Ohio Railroad, in the nortliern part
of Union County, with an elevation above tidewater of 'JHo feet. The highest point in this
range of hills is reached in the northeastern part
of Pope County the elevation at that point (as
ascertained by Prof. Rolfe of the State University
There is some
at Champaign) being 1,046 feet.
striking scenery in the neighborhood of Grafton
between Alton and the mouth of the Illinois, as
well as some distance up the latter stream
though the landscape along the middle section of
tlie Illinois is generallj^ monotonous or only
gently undulating, except at Peoria and a few
otlier points, where bluffs rise to a considerable
height.
On the Upper Illinois, beginning at
Peru, the scenery again becomes picturesque,
including the celebrated "Starved Rock," the
site of La Salle's Fort St. Louis (which see).
Tliis rook rises to a perpendicular height of
about 125 feet from the surface of the river at the
ordinary stage. On the opposite side of the river,
about four miles below Ottawa, is "Buffalo
Rock," an i-solated ridge of rock about two miles
long by forty to sixty rods wide, evidently once
an island at a period when the Illinois River
occupied the whole valley. Additional interest
is given to both these localities by their association with early history. Deer Park, on the Vermilion River some two miles from where it
empties into tlie Illinois, just below "Starved

water

level.

It

for navigators ever since the discovery of

—

—

—

—

Rock"
is a peculiar grotto-like formation, caused
by a ravine which enters the Vermilion at this
Ascending this ravine from its mouth,
for a quarter of a mile, between almost perpendicular walls, the road terminates abruptly at a
dome-like overhanging rock which widens at this
point to about loO feet in diameter at the base,
with a height of about 75 feet. A clear spring
of water gushes from the base of the cliff, and, at
certain seasons of the year, a beautiul water-fall
pours from the cliffs into a little lake at the bottom of the chasm. There is much other striking
scenery higher up, on both the Illinois and Fox
Rivers.
A point which arrested the attention of
the earliest explorers in this region was Mount
Joliet, near the citj' of that name.
It is first
mentioned by St. Cosme in 1698, and has been
'

point.

—

variously
Juliet,

known

as

and Mount

Mon jolly, Mont

Joliet.

It

Jolie,

Mount

had an elevation,

in

early times, of about 30 feet with a level top

by 225 feet. Prof. O. H. Marshall, in "The
American Antiquarian," expresses the opinion
that, originally, it was an island in the river,
which, at a remote period, swept down the valley
of the Des Plaines.
Mount Joliet was a favorite
rallying point of Illinois Indians,- who were
accustomed to hold their councils at its base.
The scenery along Rock River is not striking
from its boldness, but it attracted the attention
of early explorers by the picturesque beauty of
its groves, undulating plains and sheets of water.
The highest and most abrupt elevations are met
1,300

with in Jo Daviess County, near the 'Wisconsin
State line. Pilot Knob, a natural mound about
three miles south of Galena and two miles from
the Mississippi, has been a landmark well known
to tourists and river men ever since the Upper
Towering
Mississippi began to be navigated.

above the surrounding bluffs, it reaches an altitude of some 430 feet above the ordinary level of
Fever River. A chain of some half dozen of these
mounds extends some four or five miles in a northeasterly direction from Pilot Knob, Waddel's and
Jackson's Mounds being cousiiicuous among
them. There are also some castellated rocks
around the city of Galena which are very strikCharles Mound, belonging to the system
ing.
already referred to, is believed to be the highest
elevation in the State. It stands near the Wis
cousin State line, and, according to Prof. Rolfe,
lias an altitude of 814 feet above the Illinois Cen'

tral Railroad at Scales'

feet

Mound

Station, and, 1,257

above the Gulf of Mexico.

SCHAUMBERCJ,

a village in Schaumberg
Township, Cook County. Population, 578.
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SCHNEIDER,

George, journalist ami banlier,
was born at Pinuasens, Bavaria, Dec. 13, laSIl
Being sentenced to death for his participation in
the attempted rebellion of 1848. he escaped to
America in 1849, going from New York to Cleveland, and afterwards to St. Louis.
There, in connection with his brother, he established a German
daily

— "The

anti-slavery

New

Er;t"

— which

and exerted a decided

ence, especially

among

persons of

was intensely
political influ-

German

birth.

In 1851 he removed to Chicago, where he becaiim
editor of '"The .Staats Zeitung," in which he
vigorously opposed the Kansas-Nebraska bill on
its introduction by Senator Douglas. His attitude
and articles gave such offense to the partisan
friends of this measure, that "The Zeitung'" was
threatened with destruction by a mob in 18.').').
He early took advanced ground in opposition to
slavery, and was a member of the convention of
Anti-Nebraska editors, held at Decatur in 1856,
and of the first Republican State Convention, heUl
at Bloomingtou the same j'ear, as well as of the
National Republican Conventions of 1856 and
1860, participating in the nomination of botli
Jolm C. Fremont and Abraham Lincoln for the
Presidency. In 1861 he was a member of the
Chicago Union Defense Committee, and was
api>ointed, by Mr. Lincoln, Consul-Geueral at
Returning to America in
Elsinore, Denmark.
1863, he disposed of his interest in "The Staats
Zeitimg" and was appointed the first Collector of
Internal Revenue for the Chicago District. On
retiring from this office he engaged in banking,
subsequently becoming President of the National
Bank of Illinois, with which he was associated
for a quarter of a century.
In 1877 President
Hayes tendered him the ministry to Switzerland,
which he declined. In 1880 he was chosen Presi
dential Elector for the State-at-large, also serving
for a number of years as a member of the Republican State Central Committee.

SCHOFIELD, John
was born

in

McAllister, Major-General,
Y., Sept 29,

Chautauqua County, N.

1831; brought to Bristol, Kendall County,
1843, and,

two years

later,

111.,

in

removed to Freeport

graduated from the United States Military Academy, in 1853, as classmate of Generals McPherson
and Sheridan was assigned to the artillery ser;

vice

and served two years

he spent

in Florida, after whit^h

five years (1855-60) as

an instructor at

West Point. At the beginning of the Civil War
he was on leave of absence, acting as Professor
of

Physics

in

Washington University

at

St.

Louis, but, waiving his leave, he at once returned

to duty and was appointed

mustering

officer;

4G!l

War

Department,
entered the First Missouri Volunteers as Major,
serving as Chief of Staff to General Lyon in the
early battles in Missouri, incluiling Wilson's
Creek. His subsequent career included the
then,

of

by permission

tlic

organization of the Missouri State Militia (1862),
command of the Army of the Frontier in Southwest Missouri, command of the Department of
the Missouri and Ohio, participation in the
Atlanta campaign and co-operation with Sher-

man in the capture of the rebel Gen. Joseph E.
Johnston in North Carolina— his army having
been transferred for this purpose, from Tennessee
by way of Washington. After the close of the
war he went on a sjiecial mission to Sfexico
to investigate the French occupation of that
country was commander of the Department o{
the Potomac, and served as Sei^retary of War, by
appointment of President Johnson, from June,
1868, to March, 1869.
On retiring from the Cabinet he was commissioned a full Major-General
and held various Division and Department commands until 1886, when, on the death of General
Sherman, he succeeded to the command of tlie
Army, with headquarters
at Washington.
He was retired under the age limit, Sept. 29.
1895.
His present home is in Washington.
SCHOLFIELD, John, jurist, was born in Clark
County, 111. in 1834 acquired the rudiments of
an education in the common schools during boyhood, meanwhile gaining some knowledge of the
higher branches through toilsome application to
text-books without a preceptor.
At the age of
20 he entered the law scOiool at Louisville, Ky.,
graduating two years later, and beginning practice at ilarshall. 111.
He defrayed his expenses
at the law school from the proceeds o{ the sale of
a small piece of land to which he had fallen heir.
In 1856 he was elected State's Attornej', and, in
1860, was chosen to represent his county in the
Legislature.
After serving one term he returned
to his professional career and succeeded in building up a profitable practice. In lN(i9-70 he represented Clark and Cumberland Counties in the
'on.stitutional Convention, and, in 1870, became
Solicitor for the Vandalia Riiilroad.
In 1873 he
was elected to fill the vacancy on the bench of the
Supreme Court of the State for the Middle Grand
Division, caused by the resignation of Judge
Anthony Thornton, and re-elected without oppo;

,

;

(

and 1888.
Died, in office, Feb. 13,
1893.
It has been claimed that President Cleveland would have tendered him the Chief Justiceship of the United .States Supreme Court, had he
not insistently declined to accept the honor.
sition in 1879
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SCHOOL-HOUSES, EARLY, The

primitive

school-houses of Illinois were built of logs, and
were extremely rude, as regards both structure
and furnishing. Indeed, the earliest pioneers
erected a special building to be used as a
Au old smoke-house, an abandoned
dwelling, au old block-house, or the loft or one

leather hinges,

out the storms. The placing of a glass window
in a country school house at Edwardsville, in

was considered an important event. Ordiwas of the natural earth, although
was sometimes covered with a layer of clay,
firmly packed down. Only the more pretentious
school-houses had "puncheon floors";
e., floors
made of split logs roughly hewn. Few had

rarelj'

1834,

school-house.

narily the floor

end of a settler's cabin not unf requently answered
the purpose, and the church and the court-house
were often made to accommodate the school.

When

a school-house, as such, was to be
of the district gathered at the site selected,
bringing their axes and a few other tools, witli
their ox-teams, and devoted four or five days to
constructing a house into which, perhaps, not a
Trees were cut from the public
nail was driven.
lands, and, without hewing, fashioned into a
cabin.
Sixteen feet square was usually considered the proper dimensions. In the walls
were cut two holes, one for a door to admit liglit
and air, and the other for the open fireplace, from
which rose a chimney, usually built of sticks and
mud, on the outside. Danger of fire was averted
by thickly lining the inside of the chimney with
clay mortar. Sometimes, but only with great
labor, stone was substituted for mortar made
built,

the

men

from the clay soil. The chimneys were always
wide, seldom less than six feet, and sometimes
extending across one entire end of the building.
The fuel used was wood cut directly from the
forest, frequently in its green state, dragged to
the spot in the form of logs or entire trees to be
cut by the older pupils in lengths suited to the
Occasionally there was
Avidth of the chimney.
no chimney, the fire, in some of the most primitive structures, being built on the earth and the
smoke escajiing through a hol6 in the roof. In
such liouses a long board was set up on the windward side, and shifted from side to side as the
wind varied. Stones or logs answered for
andirons, clapboards served as shovels, and no
one complained of the lack of tongs. Roofs were
of roughly split clapboards, held in place
poles"' laid on the boards, and by supfrom "eaves poles." Tlie space
starting
ports
between the logs, which constituted the walls of

made

by "weight

the building, was filled in with blocks of wood
or "chinking," and the crevices, both exterior
and interior, daubed over with clay mortar, in

by
was sometimes suspended to keep

this space a board, attached to the outer wall

this

i.

"ceilings" (so-called), the latter being usually
made of clapboards, sometimes of bark, on which

was spread earth, to keep out the cold. The
were also of puncheons (without backs)
supported on four legs made of pieces of poles
inserted through augur holes. No one had a desk,
except the advanced pupils who were learning to
write.
For their convenience a broader and
smoother puncheon was fastened into the wall
by wooden pins, in such a way that it would
slope downward toward the pupil, the front being
supported by a brace extending from the wall.
Wlien a pupil was writing he faced the wall.
When he had finished this task, lie "reversed himself" and faced the teacher and his schoolmates.
These adjuncts completed the furnishings, with
the exception of a split -bottomed chair for the
teacher (who seldom had a desk) and a pail, or
"piggin," of water, with a gourd for a drinking
seats

Rough and uncouth as these structures
were, they were evidences of public spirit and of
appreciation of the advantages of education.
They were built and maintained by mutual aid
and sacrifice, and. in them, some of the great men
cup.

and Nation obtained that primary
training which formed the foundation of their
(See Education.)
subse(iueiit careers.
SCHUYLER COUNTY, located in the western
portion of the State, has an area of 430 square
miles, and was named for Gen. Philip Schuyler.
Tlie first American settlers arrived in 1823, and,
of the State

among

the earliest pioneers, were Calvin Hobart,
William H. Taylor and Orris McCartney. The
was organized from a portion of Pike
County, in 183.5, the first Commissioners being
Thomas Blair, Thomas McKee and Samuel Horney. The Commissioners appointed to locate the
covinty

adhesiveness.

county-seat, selected a site in the eastern part of
the county about one mile west of the present
village of Pleasant View, to which the name of
Beardstown was given, and where the earliest

be procured, rain and snow were excluded and
Over
light admitted by the use of greased paper.

court was held. Judge John York Sawyer presiding, with Hart Fellows as Clerk, and Orris McCartney, Sheriff. This location, however, proving
unsatisfactory, new Commissioners were ap-

which straw was sometimes mixed

to increase its

On one side of the structure one
or two logs were sometimes cut out to allow the
admission of light; and, as glass could not always
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pointed, who, in the early part of 1826, selected

the present site of the city of Rushville, some
live miles west of the point originally chosen.
seat of justice was first called Rushton,
in honor of Dr. Benjamin Rush, but the name
was afterwards changed to Rushville. Ephraim
Eggleston was the pioneer of Rushville. The

The new

county is rolling, and the region
contains excellent farming land, which is well
watered by the Illinois River and numerous
creeks.
Population (l«iS()), 16,249; (1890), 16,ai3.
SCHWATK.V, Frederick, Arctic explorer, was
born at Galena, 111
Sept. 29, 1849; graduated
.surface of the

,

from the United States Military Academy in 1871,
and was commissioned Second Lieutenant in the
Third Cavalry, serving on tlie frontier until 1877,
meantime studying law and medicine, being
admitted to the bar in lS7o, and graduating in
medicine in 1876. Having his interest excited by
reports of traces of Sir John Franklin's expedition, found by the Esquimaux, he obtained leave
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end of his .sophomore year.
New York, he became interested in flori-

College, but left at the

Going

to

culture,

at

articles to

the same time

contributing short
Later he

horticultural periodicals.

was a compositor in Washington. His first newspaper venture was the publication of a weekljnewspaper in Maryland in 1872. Returning to
Illinois,

conjointly with

his father

he started

"The Industrial Press" at Galena, but, in 1875,
removed to Chicago. There he purchased "The
Daily National Hotel Rejiorter, " from which he
withdrew a few years later. In May, 1881, in
conjunction with others, he organized The Chicago Herald Company, in which he ultimately
secured a controlling interest.

His journalistic

and executive capability soon brought additional

He was chosen

of absence in 1878, and, with

President of the
American Newspaper Publishers' Association, of
the Chicago Press Club, and of the United Press
the latter being an organization for the collection and dissemination of telegraphic news to
journals throughout the United States and Can-

second in command, sailed

ada.

Wm. H. Gilder as
from New York in the

"Eothen," June 19, for King William's Land.
The party returned, Sept. 22, IS.so, having found
and buried the skeletons of many of Franklin's
party, besides discovering relics which tended to
During this
clear up the mystery of their fate.
period he made a sledge journey of 3,251 miles.
Again, in 1883, he headed an exploring expedition
After a brief return to
River.
dutj' he tendered his resignation in 188.^,
and the next year led a special expedition to

up the Yukon

army

Alaska, under

tlie

au.spices of

"The New York

later making a voyage of discovery
the Aleutian Islands. In 1889 he conducted an expedition to Northern Mexico, where
he found many interesting relics of Aztec civili-

Times,"

among

zation and of

tlie

cliff

He

and cave-dwellers.

received the Roquette Arctic Medal from the
Geographical Society of Paris, and a medal from
the Imperial Geographical Society of Russia also
published several volumes relating to his researches, under the titles. "Along Alaska's
Great River"; "The Franklin Search Under
Lieutenant Scliwatka" "Nimrod of the North"
and "Children of the Cold." Cied. at Portland,
Ore., Nov. 2. 1892.
SCOTT, James W., journalist, was born in
"H^alworth County, Wis., June 26, 1849, the son
of a printer, editor and publisher. While a boy
he accompanied liis father to Galena, where the
latter established a newspaper, and where he
learned the printer's trade. After graduating
from the Galena high school, he entered Beloit
;

;

;

responsibilities.

—

the

He was

also conspicuouslj- connected

preliminary

organization

of

the

with

World's

Columbian Exposition, and Chairman of the
Press Committee. In 1893 he started an evening
papei at Chicago, which he named "The Post."
Early in 189.5 lit purchased "The Chicago Times,"
intending to consolidate it with "The Herald,"
but before the final consummation of his plans,
he died suddenly, while on a business visit in

New

York, April

14, 1895.

SCOTT, John

M., lawyer and jurist, was born
County, 111., August 1, 1824; his
father being of Scotch-Irish descent and his
mother a Virginian. His attendance upon district schools was supplemented by private tuition,
and his early education was the best that the
comparatively new country afforded. He read
law at Belleville, was admitted to the bar in
1848, removed to McLean County, which continued to be his home for nearly fifty years. He
served as County School Commissioner from 1849
to 1852, and, in the latter year, waselected County
Judge. In 1856 he was an unsuccessful Republican candidate for the State Senate, frequently
speaking from the same platform with Abraham
Lincoln. In 1862 he was elected Judge of the
Circuit Court of the Eighth Judicial Circuit, to
succeed David Davis on the elevation of the
latter to the bench of the United States Supreme
in St.

Clair

was re-elected in 1867. In 1870, a
judicial election being rendered necessarjby the adoption of the new Constitution, Judge
Scott was chosen Justice of the Supreme Court
Court, and

new
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for a term of nine years was re-elected in 1879,
but declined a renomination in 1888. The latter
years of his life were devoted to his private
;

Died, at Bloomington, Jan. 21, 1898.
Shortly before his death Judge Scott published a
volume containing a History of the Illinois
Supreme Court, including brief sketches of the
early occupants of the Supreme Court bench and
early lawyers of the State.
affairs.

SCOTT, Matthew
and

Thompson,

agricultvtrist

was born at Lexington,
1828; graduated at Centre College

real-estate operator,

Ky., Feb.

34,

in 1846, then spent several years looking after his
father's landed interests in Ohio, when he came
to Illinois
self

and

in 1856

;

removed

and invested largely in lands for himHe laid out the town of Chenoa

others.

lived in Springfield in 1870-73,
to Bloomington,

when he

where he organized the

McLean County Coal Company, remaining

as its

head until his death; was also the founder of
"The Bloomington Bulletin," in 1878. Died, at
Bloomington, May 21, 1891.
SCOTT, Owen, journalist and ex Congressman,
was born in Jackson Tovvnship, Effingham
County, 111., July 6, 1848, reared on a farm, and,
after receiving a thorough common-school education, became a teacher, and was, for eight
years, Superintendent of Schools for his native
county. In January, 1874, he was admitted to
the bar, but abandoned practice, ten years later,
His first publito engage in newspaper work.
cation was "The Effingham Democrat, " which he
left to become proprietor and manager of "Tlie
Bloomington Bulletin." He was also publisher
of "The Illinois Freemason," a monthly periodiBefore removing to Bloomington he filled
cal.
the offices of City Attorney and Mayor of Effingham, and also served as Deputy Collector of
Internal Revenue. In 1890 he was elected as a
Democrat from the Fourteenth Illinois District
to the Fifty-second Congress. In 1893 he was a
candidate for re-election, but was defeated by his
Republican opponent, Benjamin F. Funk. During tlie past few years, Mr. Scott has been editor
of "The Bloomington Leader."
SCOTT COUNTY, lies in the western part of
the State adjoining the Illinois River, and has an
area of 248 square miles. The region was originally owned by the Kickapoo Indians, who
ceded it to the Government by the treaty of
Edwardsville, July 30, 1819. Six months later
(in January, 1820) a party of Kentuckians settled
near Lynnville (now in Morgan County), their
names being Thomas Stevens, James Scott,
Alfred Miller, Thomas Allen, John Scott and

Adam Miller.

Allen erected the first house in the
county, John Scott the second and Adam Miller
the third. About the same time came Stephen
M. Umpstead, whose wife was the first white
woman in the county. Other pioneers were

Jedediah Webster, Stephen Pierce, Joseph Densmore, Jesse Roberts, and Samuel Bogard. The
comitry was rough and the conveniences of civiSettlers took their corn
lization few and remote.
to Edwardsville to be ground, and went to Alton
Turbulence early showed itself,
for their mail.
and, in 1822, a band of "Regulators" was organized
from the best citizens, who meted out a rough
and ready sort of justice, until 1830, occasionally
shooting a desperado at his cabin door. Scott
County was cut off from Morgan and organized
in 1839.
It contains good farming land, much of
timbered, and it is well
it being originally
watered by the Illinois River and numerous
small streams. Winchester is the county-seat.
Population of the county (1880), 10,741; (1890),
10,304.

SCRIPPS, John

L., journalist,

Cape Girardeau, Mo., Feb.

was born near
was taken to

18, 1818;

childhood, and

educated at
College; studied law and came to
Chicago in 1847, witli the intention of practicing,
but, a year or so later, bought a tliird interest in
"The Chicago Tribune," which had been estabIn 1853 lie
lished during the previous year.
withdrew from "The Tribune," and, in conjunction with William Bross (afterwards Lieuten-

RushviUe,

III,

in

McKendree

ant-Governor), established "The Daily Democratic Press," which was consolidated with "The
Tribune" in July, 18.58, under the name of "The
Press and Tribune," Mr. Scripps remaining one
of the editors of the new concern. In 1861 he
was appointed, by Mr. Lincoln, Postmaster of the
city of Cliicago, serving until 1865,

sold his interest in

when, having

"The Tribune," he engaged

member

in

of the firm of

the banking business as a
His health, however,
Scripps, Preston & Kean.
soon showed signs of failure, and he died, Sept.
31, 1866, at Minneapolis, Minn., whither he liad
gone in hopes of restoration. Mr. Scripps was a
finished and able writer who did much to elevate
the standard of Chicago journalism.
SCRO(itiS, George, journalist, was born at
Wilmington, Clinton, County, Ohio, Oct. 7, 1843
tlie son of Dr. John W. Scroggs, who came to
Champaign County, 111., in 1851, and, in 18.58,
In
took charge of "The Central Illinois Gazette.
18611-67 Dr. Scroggs was active in securing the
location of the State University at Champaign,
afterwards serving as a member of the first Board

—

'
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of Trustees of that institution.
The son, at the
age of 15, became an apprentice in his father's
printing office, continuing until 1862, wlien lie
enlisted as a private in the One Hundred and

Twenty-tifth Illinois Volunteer Infantry, being
promoted through the positions of Sergeant-JIa jor
and Second Lieutenant, and finally serving on
the staffs of Gen. Jetf. C. Davis and Gen. James
D. Morgan, but declining a commission as Adjutant of the Sixtieth Illinois.
He participated in
the battles of Perryville, Chickamauga, Mission
Ridge and the march with Sherman to the sea, in
the latter being severely wounded at Bentonville,
N. C. He remained in the service until July,
1865, when he ^resigned then entered the UniTersity at Champaign, later studied law, meanwhile writing for "The Champaign CJazette and
Union," of which he finally became sole propriIn 1877 he was appointed an Aid-de-Camp
etor.
on the staff of Governor CuUom, and, the following year, was elected to the Thirty-first General
Assembly, but, before the close of the session
;

(1879), received the appointment of United States
Consul to Hamburg. Germany. He was compelled to surrender this jjosition, a year later, on
account of ill-health, and, returning home, died,

Oct. 15, 1880.

SEATONVILLE,
Bureau County.

a village in Hall Township,
Population (1890), 536.

SECRETARIES OF STATE. The following

is

list of the Secretaries of State of Illinois from
its admission into the Union down to the present
time (1899), with the date and duration of the
term of each incumbent: Elias Kent Kane,
1818-32; Samuel D. Lockwood, 1822-23; Daviil
BlackweU. 1823-24; Morris Birkbeck, October,
1824 to January, 1825 (failed of confirmation by
the Senate); George Forquer, 1835-28; Alexander
Pope Field, 1828-40; Stephen A. Douglas, 1840-41
(served three months— resigned to take a seat on
the Supreme bench); Lyman Trumbull. 1841-43;
Thompson Campbell, 1843-46; Horace S. Cooley,
L. Gregg, 1850-53; Alexander
1846-50; David
Starne, 18.53-57; Ozias M. Hatch, 1857-65; Sharon

a

1869-73;
Tyndale. 1865-69; Edward Rummel,
George H. Harlow, 1873-81 Henry D. Dement,
1881-89; Isaac N. Pearson. 1889-93; William H.
;

James A. Rose, 1897—.
Nathaniel Pope and Josejih Phillips were the only
Hinrichsen,

Secretaries

1893-97;

of

Illinois

during

period, the former serving

the

Territorial

from 1809 to

1816,

and

the latter from 1816 to 1818. Under the first Constitution (1818) the office of the Secretary of
State was filled by appointment by the Governor,
by and with the advice and consent of the
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Senate, but without limitation as to term of
office. By the Constitution of 1848, and again by

that of 1870, that officer was made elective by
the people at the same time as the (Jovernor, for
a term of four years.
SECRET TREASONABLE SOCIETIES. Early
in the War of the Rebellion there sprang up, at
various points in the Northwest, organizations of
persons disaffected toward the National (iovernment. They were most numerous in Ohio, Indiana, Illinois,

Kentucky and

Missouri.

At

first

they were known by such titles as "Circles of
Honor," "Mutual Protective Associations," etc.
But they had kindred aims and their members
were soon united in one organization, styled
"Knights of the Golden Circle." Its
having been partially disclosed, this body
to exi.st or, it would be more correct to say,
changed its name being soon succeeded (1863)
by an organization of similar character, called
the "American Knights." These societies, as
first formed, were rather political than military.
(

—

—

The "American Knights" had more forcible
was also exposed, and the
order was re-organized under the name of "Sons
of Liberty." The last named order started in
Indiana, and, owing to its more perfect organi-

aims, but this, in turn,

rapidly spread over the Northwest,
acquiring much more strength and influence than
its predecessors had done.
The ultimate authority of the organization was vested in a Supreme
Council, whose officers were a "supreme commander," "secretary of state," and "treasurer."
Each State represented formed a division, under a
"deputy grand commander.
States were divided
into military districts, under "major-generals."
County lodges were termed "temples." The
order was virtually an officered army, and its
zation,

'

"

aims were aggressive.

It

had

its

commander-in-

its brigades and its regiments.
Three
degrees were recognized, and the oaths of secrecy
taken at each initiation surpassed, in binding
force, either the oath of allegiance or an oath
taken in a court of justice. The maintenance of
slavery, and forcible opposition to a coercive
policy by the Government in dealing with secession, were the pivotal doctrines of the order. Its
methods and purposes were to discourage enlistments and resist a draft; to aid and protect
deserters to disseminate treasonable literature
to aid the Confederates in destroying Government
pi-operty.
Clement L. Vallandigham, the expatriated traitor, was at its head, and, in 18(i4,
claimed that it had a numerical strength of 400,000, of whom 65,000 were in Illinois. Many overt

chief,

;
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acts were committed, but the organization, hav-

ing been exposed and defeated in

its objects, dis-

1865.
(See Camp Douglas Conspiracij. )
SELHY, Paul, editor, was born in Pickaway
County, Ohio. July 20, 1825; removed with his
parents, in 1837, to Van Buren County. Iowa, but,
at the age of 19, went to Southern Illinois, where
he spent four years teaching, chieflj' in Madison
County. In 1848 he entered the preparatory
department of Illinois College at Jacksonville,
but left the institution during his junior year to
assume the editorship of ''The Morgan Journal,"
at Jacksonville, with which he remained until
the fall of 1808, covering the period of the
organization of the Republican party, in which
"The Journal" took an active part. He was a
member of the Anti-Nebraska (afterwards known
as Republican) State Convention, which met at

banded in

Springfield, in October. 18.54 (the first ever held in

the State), and, on Feb. 22, 1856, attended and
presided over a conference of Anti-Nebraska
editors of the State at Decatur, called to devise a
line of policj' for the newly organizing RepubAn ti- Nebraska Editorial
lican
party.
(See
Convention.) This body appointed the first
Republican State Central Committee and designated the date of the Bloomiugton Convention
of May 29, following, which put in nomination
the first Republican State ticket ever named in
Illinois, which ticket was elected in the following
November. (See Bloomington Convention.) In
1859 he prepared a pamphlet giving a history of
the celebrated Canal scrip fraud, which was
widely circulated. (See Canal Scrij) Fraud.)
Going South in the fall of 1859, he was engaged
in teaching in the State of Louisiana until the
Just two weeks before the
last of June, 1861.
fall of Fort Sumter he was denounced to his
Soutliern neighbors as an "abolitionist" and
falsely charged with having been connected with
the

"underground railroad,"

in

letters

secession sympathizers in tlie North,

whose

from
per-

sonal and political enmity he had incurred while
conducting a Republican paper in Illinois, some
of

whom

Slidell, of

referred

to

Louisiana,

as vouchers for

Jefferson Davis, Senator

and other Southern

their characters.

He

leaders

at

once

invited an investigation by the Board of Trustees of the institution, of which he was the
Principal,

when

that body

—although composed,
—

for the most part, of Southern men on the basis
of testimonials from prominent citizens of Jacksonville, and other evidence, adopted resolutions

declaring the charges prompted by personal hostility, and delivered the letters of his accusers into

Returning North with his family in
his hands.
July, 1861, he spent some nine months in the commissary and transportation branches of the serIn July, 1862,
vice at Cairo and at Paducah, Ky.
he became associate editor of "The Illinois State
Journal" at Springfield, remaining mitil NovemThe next six months were spent as
ber, 1865.
Assistant Deputy Collector in the Custom House
New Orleans, but, returning North in June,
1866, he soon after became identified with the

at

press, serving, first upon the staff of "The
Evening Journal" and, later, on "The RepubIn May, 1868, he assumed' the editorship
lican."
ultimately becoming
of "The Quincy Whig,

Chicago

'

part proprietor of that paper, but, in January,
1874, resumed his old place on "The State Journal," four years later becoming one of its propri-

In 1880 he was appointed by President
Hayes Postmaster of Springfield, was reappointed
by Arthur in 1884, but resigned in 1886. Meanwhile he had sold his interest in "The Journal,"

etors.

new company
when he resumed his former

but the following year organized a
for its purchase,

In 1889 he dispo.sed of his
holding in "The Journal," finally removing to
Chicago, where he has been employed in literary
work. In all he has been engaged in editorial
work over thirty-five years, of which eighteen
were spent upon "The State Journal." In 1860
Mr. Selby was complimented by his Alma Mater
with the honorary degree of A. M. He has been
twice married, first to Miss Erra Post, of Springfield, who died in November, 1865, leaving two
daughters, and, in 1870, to Mrs. Mary J. Hitchcock, of Quincy, by whom he had two children,
both of whom died in infancy.

position as editor.

SEMPLE, James, United States Senator, was
born in Green County, Ky., Jan. 5, 1798, of Scotch
descent after learning the tanner's trade, studied
law and emigrated to Illinois in 1818, removing
to Missouri four years later, where he was admitted to the bar. Returning to Illinois in 1828,
he began practice at Edwardsville, but later
became a citizen of Alton. During the Black
Hawk War he served as Brigadier-General. He
was thrice elected to the lower house of the
Legislature (1832, "34 and "36), and was Speaker
daring the last two terms. In 1833 he was
elected Attorney-General by the Legislature, but
served only until the following year, and, in
1837, was appointed Minister to Granada, South
America. In 1843 he was appointed, and afterwards elected. United States Senator to fill the
unexpired term of Samuel McRoberts, at the
;

expiration of his term (1847) retiring to private
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He

life.

laid out the

town

of Elsali. in Jersey

County, just south of wliich he owneii a large
on the Mississippi bluffs, where he died,

estate

Dec.

30, 1866.

SENECA

(formerly Crotty), a village of La
on the Illinois River, the

Salle County, situated

& Micliigan Canal and the Chicago. Rock
Island & Pacific and the Cleveland, Cincinnati,
Chicago & St. Louis Railways. 13 miles east of
Illinois

Ottawa. It has a graded school, several churches,
a bank, some manufactui'e.s. grain warehouses
newspaper. Pi)pulation (1H8(I), 738;

and one

(1890), 1.190.

and surgeon,
Canton of St. thiul, Swit»:erland,
was brought to America at 8 years

SE>'>', (Dr.) Nicholas, physican

was born

in the

Oct. 31, 1844;

Washington, Wis.
school education at Fond
began tlie study of medicine, gi-aduating at the Chicago iledical College
After some eigl\teeu months spent as
in 1868.
resident physician in tlie Cook County Hospital,
he began practice at Ashford, Wis., but removed
to Milwaukee in 1874, where he became attending
In 1877 he
l)liysician of the Milwaukee Hospital.
visited Europe, graduated tlie following year from
the University of Munich, ami, on his return,
became Professor of the Principles of Surgery
and Surgical Pathology in Rush Medical College
of

He

agfe,

his parents settling at

received a

du Lac, and,

grammar

in 1864,

Chicago—also has held the chair of the PracSurgery in the same institution. Dr.
Senn has achieved great success and won an
in

tice of

reputation in tlie treatment of
abdominal surgery. He is the
author of a numter of volumes on different
branches of surgery which are recognized as
standard authorities. A few years ago he i)urchased the extensive library of tlie late Dr. William Baum, Professor of Surgery in the University
of (iottingen, which he presented to the Newberry Library of Chicago. In 1893, Dr. Senn was
the
Illinois
appointed Surgeon-(Jeneral of
National Guard, and lias also been President of
the Association of Military Surgeons of the
National Guard of the United States, besides
being identified with various other medical
Soon after the beginning of the Spanislibodies.
American War. he was appointed, by President
McKinley, a Surgeon of Volunteers with the rank
of Colonel, and rendered most efficient aid in the
military branch of the service at Camp Chickamauga and in the Santiago campaign.
international

difficult cases of

SEXTOX, (Col.) JaDies A., Commander-inChief of Grand Army of the Republic, was liorn
in the city of Chicago, Jan. 5, 1844; in April,
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being then only a little over 17, enli.sted as a
private soldier under the first call for troops
issued by President Lincoln: at the close of his
term was appointed a Sergeant, witli authority to
recruit a company which afterwards was attached
1861.

Later, he
was transferred to the Sixty-seventh with the
rank of Lieutenant, and, a few montlis after, to
the Seventy-second with a commission as Captain
As comof Company D, which he liad recruited.
mander of his regiment, then constituting a part
of the Seventeenth Army Corps, he participated
in the battles of Columbia, Duck Creek, Spring
Hill, Franklin and Nashville, and in the NashBoth at Nashville and Franklin
ville campaign.
he was wounded, and again, at Spanish Fort, by a
His regiment
piece of shell which broke his leg.
took part in seven battles and eleven skirmishes,
and, while it went out 967 strong in officers and
men, it returned with only 332, all told, although
it liad been recruited by 234 men.
He was known
as ''The boy Captain," being only 18 years old
wlien he received his first commission, and 21
when, after participating in the Mobile campaign, he was mustered out witli the rank of
to the Fifty-first Volunteer Infantry.

Lieutenant-Colonel. After the close of the war
he engaged in planting in the South, purchasing
a plantation in Lowndes County, Ala,, but, in
1867, returned to Chicago, where he became a
member of the firm of Cribben, Sexton & Co.,
stove manufacturers, from which he retired in
1898.
In 1884 he served as Presidential Elector
on the Republican ticket for tlie Fourth District,
and, in 1889, was appointed, by President Harrison,
Postmaster of the city of Chicago, serving over
five years.
In 1888 he was cliosen Department
Commander of the Grand Army of the Republic
for the State of Illinois, and, ten years later, to

position of Commander-in-Chief of the order,
which he held at the time of his death. He had
a number of years, one of tlie Trustees of the Soldiers" and Sailors' Home at Quincy,
and, during most of the time. President of the
Board, Towards the close of the year 1898, he
was appointed by President JIcKinley a member
of the ComniLssion to investigate the conduct of
the Spanish-American War, but. before the Commission had concluded its labors, was taken with
"the grip." which developed into pneumonia,
from which he died in Washington, Feb, 5, 1899.
SEYMOUR, George Franklin, Protestant Episcopal Bishop, was born in New York City, Jan.
1829; graduated from Columbia College in 1850,
and from the General Theological Seminary
(New York) in 1854. He received both minor
tlie

also been, for

.5,
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and major orders at the hands of Bishop Potter,
being made deacon in 1854 and ordained priest in
1855.
For several years he was engaged in missionary work. During this period he was prominently identified with the founding of St.
Stephen's College. After serving as rector in
various parishes, in 1865 he was made Professor
of Ecclesiastical History in the New York Seminary, and, ten years later, was chosen Dean of

He is described as a noble
died, July 27, 1859.
specimen of his race. A life of him has been
published by N. Matson (Chicago, 1878).
SHANNOBf, a village of Carroll County, on the
Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railway, 18 miles
southwest of Freeport. It is an important trade
Popucenter, has a bank and one newspaper.
lation (1890), 591.

SHAW,

Aaron, former Congressman, born in

crated Bishop at Trinity Church, N. Y., June 11,
1878.
He was a prominent member of the Third
Pan- Anglican Council (London, 1885), and has
done much to foster the growth and extend the

Orange County, N. Y., in 1811; was educated at
the Montgomery Academy, studied law and was
admitted to the bar at Goshen in that State. In
1833 he removed to Lawrence County, 111. He
has held various important public offices. He
was a member of the first Internal Improvement
Convention of the State; was chosen State's
Attorney by the Legislature, in which body he
served two terms served four years as Judge of
the Twenty-fifth Judicial Circuit; was elected to
the Thirty-fifth Congress in 1856, and to the

influence of his church in his diocese.
SHABBONA, a village of De Kalb County, on

Forty-eighth in 1882, as a Democrat.
SHAW, James, lawyer, jurist, was born in Ire-

the Iowa Division of the Chicago, Burlington &
Quincy Railroad, 25 miles west of Aurora.

land,

the institution, still retaining his professorship.
Eacine College conferred upon him the degree of
S.T.D., in 1867, and Columbia that of LL.D. in
1878.
In 1874 he was elected Bishop of Illinois,
but failed of confirmation in the House of DepuUpon the erection of the new diocese of
ties.
Springfield (1877) he accepted and was conse-

Population

(1890), 503.

SHABONA

Shabbona). an Ottawa Chief,
was born near the Maumee River, in Ohio, about
1775, and served under Tecumseh from 1807 to
the battle of the Thames in 1813. In 1810 he
accompanied Tecumseh and Capt. Billy Caldwell
(see Sauganash) to the homes of the Pottawatomies and other tribes within the present limits of
Illinois and Wisconsin, to secure their co-operation in driving the white settlers out of the
country. At the battle of the Thames, he was by
the side of Tecumseh when he fell, and both he
(or

and Caldwell, losing

faith in their British allies,

;

May 3, 1832, brought to this country in infancy and grew up on a farm in Cass County, 111.
graduated from Illinois College in 1857, and, after
admission to the bar, began practice at Mount
Carroll,
In 1870 he was elected to the lower
house of the General Assembly, being reelected
'76
and '78. He was Speaker of the
in 1872,
House during the session of 1877, and one of the
Republican leaders on the floor during the succeeding session. In 1872 he was chosen a Presidential Elector, and, in 1891, to a seat on the
Circuit bench from the Thirteenth Circuit,
and, in 1897 was re-elected for the Fifteenth
;

Circuit.

SHAWNEETOWN,

an incorporated

city,

the

soon after submitted to the United States through
General Cass at Detroit. Shabona was opposed

county-seat of Gallatin County, 182 miles southeast of Springfield; situated on the Ohio River

to Black Hawk in 1832, and did much to thwart
Havthe plans of the latter and aid the whites.
ing married a daughter of a Pottawatomie cliief,
of
River
east
Illinois
the
village
on
who had a
the present city of Ottawa, he lived there for
north
miles
to
removed
25
finally
but
some time,
Shabona"s Grove in De Kalb County. Here he

and the Baltimore

Western
remained
Black Hawk's followers having a
Missouri.
reservation near by, hostilities began between
them, in which a son and nephew of Shabona
till

1S37,

when he removed

to

killed.
He finally returned to his old home
in Illinois, but found it occupied by whites, who
drove him from the grove that bore his name.
Some friends then bought for him twenty acres
of land on Mazon Creek, near Morris, where he

were

Louisville

&

&

Ohio Southwestern and tlie
It is one of

Nashville Railroads.

the oldest towns in the State, having been laid
out in 1808, and a place of importance in Terrinoted for the
torial and early State history

—

number

of prominent

men who

resided

there.

was one of the largest towns in the
Coal and lead are mined in the surroundState.
ing country, and the city is a shipping point for
both coal and farm products. Pork-packing and
manufacturing are carried on to a moderate
Shawneetown has several mills, a
extent.
foundry and machine shop, two or three banks
and two weekly newspapers. The town has
suffered severely from floods in the Ohio River,
within the last few years, the most disastrous
About 1818

it
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being those of 18H3 and

1.S9S.

Pupuhitioii (ISSO),

1,851; (IfSOO), 2,100.

SHEAHAN, James W., journalist, was born in
Baltimore, Md., spent his early life, after reaching
manhood, in Washington City as a Congressional
Reporter, and, in 1847, reported the proceedings
of the Illinois State Constitutional Convention at
Springfield.
Througli the intluenee of Senator

Douglas he was induced, in

18.54,

to accept the

"The Young America" newspaper
which was soon after changed to
"The Chicago Times." Here he remained until
the fall of 1800, when, "The Times" having been
sold and consolidated with "The Herald," a
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Circuit Court in 1828.

Coal is ahundant,
and limestone and sandstone are also found. The
surface is somewhat rolling and well wooded.
first

Tlie Little Waba.sh and Kaskaskia Rivers flow
through the central and southeastern portions.
The county lies in the very heart of the great
corn belt of the State, and has excellent transportation facilities, being penetrated by four lines of
railway. Population (1880), 30,270; (1890), 31,-

editorship of

191.

at Chicago,

SHELBYVILLE, the county-seat and an incorporated city of Shelby County, on the Kaskaskia
River and two lines of railway, 23 miles south-

Buchanan-Breckenridge organ, he established a
new paper called "The Morning Post." This he
made representative of tlie views of the "War
Democrats" as against "The Times," which was
opposed to the war. In May. 186.5, he sold the
plant of "The Post" and it became "Tlie Chicago
now "Inter Ocean." A few
Republican"
months later. Mr. Sheahan accepted a position as
chief writer on the editorial staff of "The Chicago
Tribune," which he retained until his death,
June 17. 1883.
SHEFFIELD, a village of Bureau County, on

—

the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railroad, 44
has valuable coal
miles east of Rock Island
mines, a bank and two newspapers. Population
;

(ISSO). 90.5; (18!)0), 993.

SHELBY COUNTY,

south of the center of
the State, and contains an area of 776 square
lies

The

tide of immigration to this county
from Kentucky, Tennessee and Nortli
it began to set in from
The first cabin in the
tlie Northern States.
county was built by Simeon Wakefield on what is
miles.

was at

first

Carolina, although later

now the

site of W^illiamsburg,

first

called Cold

Joseph Daniel was the earliest settler in
what is now Shelbyville, pre-empting ten acres,
which he soon afterward sold to Joseph Oliver,
the pioneer merchant of the county, and fatlier

Spring.

first wliite child born within its limits.
Other pioneers were Shimei Wakefield, Levi
Casey and Samuel Hall. In lieu of hats the early
settlers wore caps made of scjuirrel or coon skin,
with the tails dangling at the backs, and he was
regarded as well dressed who boasted a fringed
buckskin shirt and trousers, with moccasins.
The county was formed in 1827, and Shelbyville
made the county-seat. Both county and town
are named in honor of Governor Shelby, of Kentucky. County Judge Joseph Oliver held the
first court in the cabin of Barnett Bone, and
Judge Theophilus W. Smith presided over the

of the

west of Mattoon and 32 miles southeast of
Decatur. Agriulture, coal-mining, and lumbering are all carried on in the surrounding region.
In the city are a foundry, several large flouring
mills, a woolen mill, agricultural implement
works and other factories, besides a national

bank

(capital §7.5,000) one daily, four

one

monthly

periodicals.

weekly and

Population

(1880),

2,939; (1890), 3,162; (1895), 3,320.

SHELDON,

a village of Iroquois County, at the
intersection of the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis and the Toledo, Peoria & Western Railways, 9 miles east of Watseka; has banks
and a newspaper. The region is agricultural.
Population (1880), 947; (1890), 910.

SHELDON, Benjamin R., jurist, was born in
Massachusetts in 1813, graduated from Williams
College in 1831, studied law at the Yale Law
School, and was admitted to practice in 1836.
Emigrating to Illinois, he located temporarily at
Hennepin, Putnam County, but soon removed to
Galena, and finally to Rockford. In 1848 he was
elected Circuit Judge of the Sixth Circuit, which
afterwards being divided, he was assigned to the
Fourteenth Circuit, remaining until 1870, when
he was elected a Justice of the Supreme Court,
presiding as Chief Justice in 1877.
He was reelected in 1879, but retired in 1888, being succeeded by the late Justice Bailey. Died, April
18, 1897.

SHEPPARD, Nathan, author and lecturer, was
born in Baltimore. Md., Nov. 9, 1834; graduated
at Rochester Theological

Seminary in 1859; during the Civil War was special correspondent of
"The Neiv York World" and "The Chicago Journal" and "Tribune," and, during the Franco-

German War,

of "The Cincinnati Gazette;" also
American correspondent of
"The London Times," and was a contributor to
"Frazer"s Magazine" and "Temple Bar." In 1873
he became a lecturer on Modern English Literature and Rhetoric in Chicago University and.

served as special
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four years later, accepted a similar position in
Allegheny College; also spent four years in
Europe, lecturing in the principal towns of Great
Britain and Ireland. In 1884 he founded the
of
"Athenaeum" at Saratoga Springs, N. Y
which he was President vintil his death, early in
1888.
"The Dickens Reader," "Character Readings from George Eliot" and "Essays of George
Eliot" were among the volumes issued by him
between 1881 and 1887. Died in New York City,
,

Jan. 24, 1888.

SHERMAN, Alson Smith, early Chicago Mayor,
was born at Barre, Vt., April 31, 1811, remaining
there until 1836, when he came to Chicago and
began business as a contractor and builder. Several years later he opened the first stone quarries
Mr. Sherman spent many years
at Lemont, 111.
in the service of Chicago as a public official.
From 1840 to 1843 he was Captain of a company
of militia for two years served as Chief of the
Fire Department, and was elected Alderman in
In 1844, he was
1843, serving again in 1846.
chosen Mayor, his administration being marked
by the first extensive public improvements made
in Chicago. After his term as Mayor he did
much to secure a better water supply for the
city.
He was especially interested in promoting
common school education, being for several years
a member of the City School Board. He was
Vice-President of the first Board of Trustees of
Northwestern University. Retired from active
pursuits, Mr. Sherman is now (1899) spending a
;

—

serene old age at Waukegan, 111. Oren (Sherman)
brother of the preceding and early Chicago merchant, was born at Barre, Vt., March 5, 1816.
After spending several years in a mercantile

house in Montpelier, Vt., at the age of twenty he

came

west,

first

1836, to Chicago,

to

New

Buffalo, Mich., and, in

opening a dry-goods store there

With

various partners Mr.
in a general mercantile business until 1853, at the same time being extensively
engaged in the provision trade, one-half the entire
transactions in pork in the city passing through
Next lie engaged in developing stone
his hands.
quarries at Lemont, 111. also became extensively

the next

spring.

Sherman continued

;

interested in the marble business, continuing in
this until a few years after the panic of 1873,

when he
paralysis.

retired in consequence of a shock of

Died, in Chicago, Dec.

SHERMAN,

15, 1898.

Elijah B., lawyer, was born at
June 18, 1833— his family being
distantly related to Roger Sherman, a signer of
the Declaration of Independence, and the late
G«n. W. T. Sherman gained his education in the

Fairfield, Vt.,

;

common

schools and at Middlebury College,
where he graduated in 1860 began teaching, but
;

soon after enlisted as a private in the war for the
Union; received a Lieutenant's commission, and
served until captured on the eve of the battle at
Antietam, when he was paroled and sent to Camp
Douglas. Chicago, awaiting exchange. During
this period he commenced reading law and, having resigned his commission, graduated from the
law department of Chicago University in 1864
In 1876 he was elected Representative in the
General Assembly from Cook County, and reelected in 1878, and the following year appointed
Master in Chancery of the United States District
Court, a position which he still occupies
He has
repeatedly been called upon to deliver addresses

on

political, literary

and

patriotic occasions, one

of these being before the alumni of his

alma

mater, in 1884, when he was complimented with
the degree of LL.D.

SHIELDS, James,
Senator,

was born

soldier

and United States

in Ireland in 1810,

emigrated

to the United States at the age of sixteen

began the practice of law at Kaskaskia

He was

and

in 1832.

and
In 1843 he became a
Judge of the Supreme Court of the State, and, in
1845. was made Commissioner of the General
Land Office. In July, l!S46, he was commissioned
Brigadier-General in the Mexican War gaining
elected to the Legislature in 1836,

State Auditor in 1839.

the

brevet

of

Major-General

at

Cerro-Gordo,

where he was severely wounded. He was again
wounded at Chapultepec, and mustered out in
1848.
The same year he was appointed Governor
of Oregon Territory.
In 1849 the Democrats in
the Illinois Legislature elected him Senator, and
he resigned his office in Oregon. In 1856 he
removed to Minnesota, and, in 1858, was chosen
United States Senator from that State, his term

when he established a residence
At the outbreak of the Civil War
he was superintending a mine in Mexico,
but at once hastened to Washington to tender his
services to the Governmnet.
He was commis
sioned Brigadier-General, and served with distinction until March, 1863, when the effect of
numerous wounds caused him to resign. He subsequently removed to Missouri, practicing law at
Carrollton and serving in the Legislature of that
State in 1874 and 1879. In the latter year he was
elected United States Senator to fill out the unexpired term of Senator Bogy, who had died in
office
serving only six weeks, but being the only
man in the history of the country who filled the
office of United States Senator from three differ-

expiring in 1859,
in California.
(1861)

—
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ent States.

Died, at

Ottumwa, Iowa, June

1,

1879.

SHIPMAX,a town of Macoupin County, on the
Chicago & Alton Railway, 19 miles north-northeast of Alton and 14 miles southwest of Cailinville.

Population

(1890), 410.

SHIPMAN, George

E.,

philanthropist, born in

and
March 4,

M.D., physician

New York

City,

graduated at the University of New York
in 1839, and took a course in the College of Physicians and Surgeons; practiced for a time at
1820

;

where
he assisted in organizing the first Homeopathic
Hospital in that city, and, in 18.55, was one of tlie
Peoria,

first

111.,

but, in 1840, located in Chicago,

Hahnemann

Trustees of

College.

In 1871 he

established, in Chicago, the Foundlings'

Home

at

own

expense, giving to it the latter years of
Died. Jan. 20, 1893.
his life.
SHOREY, Daniel Lewis, lawyer and philanhis

was born at Jonesborough, Washington
County, Maine, Jan. 31, 1824; educated at Phillips Academy, Andover, Mass., and at Dartmouth
College, graduating from the latter in 18.'Jl
taught two years in Washington City, meanwhile
reading law, afterwards taking a course at Dane
Law School, Cambridge was admitted to the bar
in Boston in 1854, the next year locating at
Davenport, Iowa, where he remained ten years.
In 1865 he removed to Chicago, where he prosecuted his profession until 1890, when he retired.
Mr. Shorey was prominent in the establishment
of the Chicago Public Library, and a member of
the first Library Board; was also a prominent
member of the Chicago Literary Club, and was a
Director in the new University of Chicago and
deeply interested in its prosperity. Died, in Chithropist,

;

cago,

March

SHORT,

4,

1899.

William
in Ohio

clergyman and
brought to
and lived upon
a farm until 20 years of age, when he entered
McKendree College, spending his senior year,
however, at Wesleyan University, Bloomington,
where he graduated in 18.54. He had meanwhile
accepted a call to the Missouri Conference Seminary at Jackson, Mo. where he remained three
years, when he returned to Illinois, serving
churches at Jacksonville and elsewhere, for a
part of the time being Presiding Elder of the

educator,

(Rev.)

was born

Morgan County,

111.,

F.,

in 1829,

in childhood,

;

Jacksonville District. In 1875 he was elected
President of Illinois Female College at Jacksonville, continuing in that position until 1893, when
lie

was appointed Superintendent

of the Illinois

State Institution for the Blind at the

but resigned early in 1897.

same

place,

Dr. Short received

47!l

the degree of D.D., conferred upon him by Ohio
Wesleyan University.
SHOUP, George L., United States Senator,
was born at Kittanning, Pa. June 15, 1836 came
to Illinois in 1852, his father locating on a stock;

,

farm near Galesburg; in 1859 removed to Colorado, where he engaged in mining and mercantile
business until 1861, when he enlisted in a company of scouts, being advanced from the rank of
First Lieutenant to the Colonelcy of the Third
Colorado Cavalry, meanwhile serving as Delegate

to the State Constitutional

Retiring to private
cantile

and mining

life,

Convention of

1864.

he again engaged in mer-

business, first in

Nevada and

then in Idaho; served two terms in the Territorial Legislature of the latter, was appointed
Territorial Governor in 1889 and. in 1890, was
chosen the first Governor of the State, in October
of the same year being elected to the United
States Senate, and re-elected in 1895 for a second
term, which ends in 1901. Senator Shoup is one
of the few Western Senators who remained faithful to the regular Republican organization, during
the political campaign of 1896.

SHOWALTER, John

W.,

jurist,

was born

in

Mason County. Ky., Feb. 8, 1844; resided some
years in Scott County in that State, and was
educated in the local schools, at Maysville and
Ohio University, finally graduating at Yale College in 1867; came to Chicago in 1869, studied
law and was admitted to the bar in 1870. He
returned to Kentucky after the fire of 1871, but,
in 1872, again came to Chicago and entered the
employment of the firm of Moore & Caulfield.
with whom he had been before the fire. In 1879
he became a member of the firm of Abbott,
Oliver & Showalter (later, Oliver & Showalter),
where he remained until his appointment as
United States Circuit Judge, in March, 1895.
Died, in Chicago, Dec. 12, 1898.
/
SHUMAN, Andrew, journalist and LieutenantGovernor, was born at Manor, Lancaster County,
Pa.. Nov. 8, 1830,
His fatlier dying in 1837, he
was reared by an uncle. At the age of 15 he
became an apprentice in the office of "The Lancaster Union and Sentinel."
A year later he accompanied his employer to Auburn, N.Y., working
for two years on "The Daily Advertiser" of that
city, then known as Governor Seward's "home
organ." At the age of 18 he edited, published
and distributed during his leisure hours
small weekly paper called "The Auburnian." At
the conclusion of his apprenticeship he was employed, for a year or two, in editing and publishing "The Cayuga Chief," a temperance jounuil.

—

—

—

,
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In 1851 he entered Hamilton College, but, before
the completion of his junior year, consented, at
the solicitation of friends of William H. Seward,
to assume editorial control of "The Syracuse
Daily Journal. " In July, 1856, he came to Chicago, to accept an editorial position on "The
Evening Journal" of that city, later becoming
editor-in-chief and President of the Journal Company. From 1865 to 1870 (first by executive
appointment and afterward by popular election)
he was a Commissioner of the Illinois State Penitentiary at Joliet, resigning the office four years
In 1876 he
before the expiration of his term.
was elected Lieutenant-Governor on the RepubOwing to declining health, he
lican ticket.

abandoned active

journalistic

work

in

1888,

dying in Chicago, May 5, 1890. His home during
the latter years of his life was at Evanston.
Governor Shuman was author of a romance
entitled "Loves of a Lawyer," besides numerous
addresses before literary', commercial and scientific associations.

SHUMWAY, Dorice Dwight, merchant, was
born at Williamsburg, Worcester County, Mass.
Sept. 38, 1813, descended from French Huguenot
ancestry;

came

to Zanesville, Ohio, in 1837,

and

Montgomery County, 111., in 1841; married a
daughter of Hiram Rountree, an early resident

to

of Hillsboro, and, in 1843, located in Christian

County was engaged

for a time in merchandising at Taylorville, but retired in 1858, thereafter
giving his attention to a large landed estate. In
1846 he was chosen Representative in the General
Assembly, served in the Constitutional Convention of 1847, and four years as County Judge of
Christian C6unty. Died, May 9, 1870. Hiram
P. (Shumway), eldest son of the preceding, was
born in Montgomery County, 111., June, 1842;
spent his boyhood on a farm in Christian County
and in his father's store at Taylorville; took an
academy course and, in 1864, engaged in mercantile business was Representative in the Twentyeighth General Assembly and Senator in the
Thirty-sixth and Thirty-seventh,
afterwards
;

;

removing to Springfield, where he engaged in
the stone business.

SHURTLEFF
located at

C0LLE(5E, an institution
Upper Alton, and the third estabIt was originally incorporated

lished in Illinois.

as the "Alton College" in 1831, under a special
charter which was not accepted, but re-incorporated in 1885, in an "omnibus bill" with Illi-

and McKendree

Colleges.
(See Early Colprimal origin was a school at Rock
Spring in St. Clair County, founded about 1824,

nois

leges.)

Its

by Rev. John M. Peck. This became the "Rock
Spring Seminary" in 1827, and, about 1831, was
united with an academy at Upper Alton. This
was the nucleus of "Alton" (afterward "ShurtCollege.
As far as its denominational
is concerned, it has always been dominated by Baptist influence. Dr. Peck"s original
idea was to found a school for teaching theology
and Biblical literature, but this project was at
first inhibited by the State.
Hubbard Loomis

leff")

control

and John Russell were among the first instructors.
Later, Dr. Benjamin Shurtleff donated the
college §10,000, and the institution was named in
his honor.
College classes were not organized
until 1840, and several years elapsed before a class
graduated.

endowment

in 1898 was over
worth of real and
About 355 students were in
Besides preparatory and collegiate

Its

§126,000, in addition to 1135,000

personal property.

attendance.
departments, the college also maintains a theological school.
It
has a faculty of twenty
instructors and is co-educational.

SIBLEY, a village of Ford County, on the Chicago Division of the Wabash Railway, 105 miles
south-southwest of Chicago; has banks and a
weekly newspaper. The district is agricultural.
Population (1890), 404.
SIBLEY, Joseph, lawyer and jurist, was born
at Westfield, Mass. in 1818 learned the trade of
a whip maker and afterwards engaged in merchandising. In 1843 he began the study of law
at Syracuse, N. Y., and, upon admission to the
bar, came west, finally settling at Nauvoo, Hancock County. He maintained a neutral attitude
during the Mormon troubles, thus giving offense
In 1847 he was
to a section of the community.
an unsuccessful candidate for the Legislature,
but was elected in 1850, and re-elected in 1852.
In 1853 he removed to Warsaw, and, in 1855, was
elected Judge of the Circuit Court, and re-elected
in 1861, '67 and '73, being assigned to the bench
of the Appellate Court of the Second District, in
1877.
His residence, after 1865, was at Quincy,
where he died, June 18, 1897.
SIDELL, a village of Vermilion County, at the
Junction of the Chicago & Eastern Illinois and
the Peoria & Evansville Railroads; has a bank
and a newspaper. Population (1890), 525.
SIDNEY, a village of Champaign County, on
the main line of the Wabash Railway, at the junction of a branch to Champaign, 48 miles east-northeast of Decatur. It is in a farming district has a
bank and a newspaper. Population, 581.
SIM, (Dr.) William, pioneer physician, was
born at Aberdeen, Scotland, in 1795, came to
,

;

;
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manhood, and was the first physician to settle at Golconda, in Pope County,
which he represented in the Fom-th and Fifth
General AsserabUes (1824 and '38). He married
a Miss Elizabetli Jack of Philadelphia, making
the journey from Golconda to Philadelphia for
that purpose on horseback. He had a family of
five children, one son, Dr. Francis L. Sim, rising

America

in early

to distinction as a physician, and, for a time,
being President of a Medical College at IMemphis,

Tenn.

The

elder Dr.

Sim died

at Golconda, in

1868.

SIMS, James, early legislator and Methodist
preacher, was a native of South Carolina, but
removed to Kentucky in early manhood, thence
to St. Clair County, HI., and, in 1820, to Sanga-

mon

County, where he was elected, in 1822, as the
first Representative from that county in the
Third General Assembly. At the succeeding session of the Legislature, he was one of those who
voted against the Convention resolution designed
to prepare the way for making Illinois a slave
Mr. Sims resided for a time in Menard
State.
County, but finally removed to Morgan.
SI^'(^!ER, Horace M., capitalist, was born in
Schnectady, N. Y., Oct. 1, 1823; came to Chicago
in 1836 and found employment on tlie Illinois &
Michigan Canal, serving as superintendent of
repairs upon the Canal until 1853.
While thus
employed he became one of the proprietors of
the stone-quarries at Lemont, managed by the
firm of Singer & Talcott until about 1890, when
they became the property of the Western Stone
Company. Originally a Democrat, he became a
Republican during the Civil War, and served as a
member of the Twenty-fifth General Assembly
(1867) for Cook County, was elected County Cctoimissioner in

and was Chairman of the

18T0,

Republican County Central Committee in 1880.
He was also associated with several financial
institutions, being a director of the First National

Bank and

of the

cago, and a

Auditorium Company of Cliiof the Union League and

member

Calumet Clubs.

Died, at Pasadena, Cal., Dec.

28, 1896.

SINGLETON, James W., Congressman, born
at Paxton, Va., Nov. 23, 1811; was educated at
the Winchester (Va.) Academy, and removed to
Illinois in 1833, settUng first at Mount Sterling,

Brown County,
near Quincy.

and. some twenty years later,
By profession he was a lawyer,

and was [jrominent
affairs.

in political

and commercial

In his later years he devoted consider-

able attention to stock-raising. He was elected
Brigadier-General of the Illinois militia in 1844,
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being identified to some extent with the "Mormon War"; was a member of the Constitutional
Conventions of 1847 and 1862, served .six terms iu
the Legislature, and was elected, on tlie Democratic ticket, to Congress in 1878, and again in
1880.
In 1882 he ran as an independent Demo
crat, but was defeated by the regular nominee of
During the War of
his party, James M. Riggs.
the Rebellion he was one of the most conspicuous
leaders of the "peace party." He constructed
the Quincy & Toledo (now part of the Wabash)
and the Quincy, Alton & St. Louis (now part of
the Chicago, Bmlington & Quincy) Railways,
being President of both companies. His death
occurred at Baltimore, Md., April 4. 1892.
SINNET, John S., pioneer, was born at Lexington, Ky., March 10, 1796; at three years of age,
taken by his parents to Mis.souri enlisted in the
War of 1812, but, soon after the war, came to
Illinois, and, about 1818, settled in what is now
Christian County, locating on land constituting
a part of the present city of Taylorville. In 1840
he removed to Tazewell Countj', dying there, Jan.
;

13, 1872.

SKINNER, Mark, jurist, was born at Manches1813; graduated from Middlebury College in 1833, studied law, and, in 1836,
came to Chicago; was admitted to the bar in
1839, became City Attorney in 1840, later JIaster
in Chancery for Cook County, and finally United
States District Attorney under President Tyler.
As member of the House Finance Committee in
the Fifteenth General Assembly (1846-48), he
ter, Vt., Sept. 13,

aided influentially iu securing the adoption of
measures for refunding and paying the State
debt.
In 18.51 he was elected Judge of the Court
of Common Pleas (now Superior Court) of Cook
County, but declined a re-election in 18.53. Originally a Democrat, Judge Skinner was an ardent
opponent of the Kansas-Nebraska Bill and a
liberal supporter of the Government policy during the rebellion. He liberally aided the United
vStates Sanitary Commission and was identified
with all the leading charities of the city.
Among the great business enterprises with wliich
he was officially associated were the Galena & Chicago Union and the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy

Railways (in each of which he was a Director),
the Chicago Marine & Fire Insurance Company,
the Gas-Light and Coke Company and others.
Died, Sept. 16, 1887. Judge Skinner's only surviving son was killed in the trenches before
Petersburg, the last year of the Civil War.

SKINNER,
author,

Otis

was born

Ainsworth, clergyman and
July 3, 1807

at Royalton, Vt.

,
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taught for some time, became a Universalist
minister, serving churches in Baltimore, Boston
and New York between 1831 and 1857; then

came to

Elgin,

111.,

was elected President

of

Lom-

bard University at Galesburg, but the following
year took charge of a church at Joliet. Died, at
He wrote several volNaperville, Sept. 18, 1861.
umes on religious topics, and, at different times,
edited religious periodicals at Baltimore, Haverhill,

Mass.,

and Boston.

SKINNER, Ozias C, lawyer and jurist, was
born at Floyd, Oneida County, N. Y., in 1817; in
Peoria
1836, removed to Illinois, settling in
County, where he engaged in farming. In 1838
he began the .study of law at Greenville, Ohio,
and was admitted to the bar of that State in 1840.
Eighteen months later he returned to Illinois,
and began practice at Carthage. Hancock County,
removing to Quincy in 1844. During the "Mormon War" he served as Aid-de-camp to Governor
In 1848 he was elected to the lower liouse
Ford.
of the Sixteenth General Assembly, and, for a
short time, served as Prosecuting Attorney for
the district including Adams and Brown CounIn 1851 he was elected Judge of the (then)
ties.
Fifteenth Judicial Circuit, and, in 1855, succeeded Judge S. H. Treat on the Supreme bench,
resigning this position in April, 1858, two months
before the expiration of his term. He was a
large land owner and had extensive agricultural
He built, and was the first President
interests.
of the Carthage & Quincy Railroad, now a part

& Quincy system. He
was a prominent member of the Constitutional
Convention of 1869, serving as Chairman of the
Committee on Judiciary. Died in 1877.
SLADE, Charles, early Congressman his early
history, including date and place of birth, are
imknown. In 1820 he was elected Representative
from Washington County in the Second General
Assembly, and, in 1826, was re-elected to the
same body for Clinton and Washington. In 1832
he was elected one of the three Congressmen
from Illinois, representing the First District.
After attending the lirst session of the Twentythird Congress, while on his way home, he was
of the Chicago, Burlington

;

attacked with cholera, dying near Vincennes,
Ind., July 11, 1834.
SLADE, James P., ex-State Superintendent of
Public Instruction, was born at Westerlo, Albany
County, N. Y., Feb. 9, 1837, and spent his boyhood with his parents on a farm, except while
absent at school; in 1856 removed to Belleville,
111., where he soon became connected with the
public schools, serving for a number of years as

Principal of the Belleville High School. While
connected with the Belleville schools, he was

County Superintendent, remaining in
some ten years later had charge of Almira
Bond County, served six

elected
office

;

College at Greenville,

years as Superintendent of Schools at East St.
Louis and, in 1878, was elected State Superintendent of Public Instruction as the nominee of the
Republican party. On retirement from the
office of State Superintendent, he resumed his
place at the head of Almira College, but, for the
past few years, lias been Superintendent of
Schools at East St. Louis.
SLAVERY AGITATION OF 1823-24. (See
Slavery and Slave Latca.)

SLAVERY AND SLAVE LAWS.
were

first

brought into the

African slaves
country by a

Illinois

Frenchman named Pierre F. Renault, about
1722.
At that time the present State formed a
part of Louisiana, and the traffic in slaves was
regulated by French royal edicts. When Great
Britain acquired the territory, at the close of the
French and Indian War, the former subjects of
France were guaranteed security for their persons "and effects," and no interference with
slavery was attempted. Upon the conquest of
Illinois by Virginia (see Clark, George Rogers),
the French very generally professed allegiance to
that commonwealth, and, in her deed of cession
to the United States, Virginia expressly stipulated
for the protection of the "rights and liberties"
of the French citizens. This was construed as
recognizing the right of property in negro
Even the Ordinance of 1787, while proslaves.
hibiting slavery in the Northwest Territory, preserved to the settlers (reference being especially
made to the French and Canadians) "of the Kaskaskias, St. Vincents and neighboring villages,
their laws and customs, now (then) in force,
relative to the descent and conveyance of propA conservative construction of this clause
erty.
was, that while it prohibited the extension of
slavery and the importation of slaves, the status
of those who were at that time in involuntary
servitude, and of their descendants, was left imchanged. There vs'ere those, however, who denied
the con.stitutionality of tlie Ordinance in toto,
on the ground that Congress had exceeded its
powers in its passage. There was also a party
which claimed that all children of slaves, born
'

'

after 1787,

were

free

from

birth.

In 1794 a con-

vention was held at Vincennes, pursuant to a call
from Governor Harrison, and a memorial to Congress was adopted, praying for the repeal or, at
least a modification of the sixth clause of the

—

—
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Ordinance of
mittee,

to

1787.

which

The
this

first

Congressional Com-

petition

was

referred,

reported adversely upon it but a second committee recommended the suspension of the operation
of the clause in question for ten years.
But no
;

action

and,

was taken by the National

in

signed,

1807,

Legislature,

a counter petition, extensively

was forwarded

and Congi-ess
worthy of note

to that body,

the matter in statu quo. It is
that some of the most earnest opponents of the
measure were Representatives from Southern
Slave States, John Randolph, of Virginia, being
one of them. Tlie pro-slavery party in the State
then prepared what is popularly known as the
"Indenture Law," which was one of the first acts
adopted by Governor Edwards and liis Council,
left

and was re-enacted by the first Territorial Legislature in 1812,
It was entitled, "An Act relating
to the Introduction of Negroes and Mulattoes into
this Territory," and gave permission to bring
slaves above 15 j'ears of age into the State, when
they might be registered and kept in servitude
within certain limitations. Slaves under that
age might also be brought in, registered, and held
in bondage until they reached the age of 3.5, if
males, and 30, if females. The issue of registered
slaves were to serve their mother's master until
the age of 30 or 28, according to sex. The effect
of this legislation was rapidly to increase the
number of slaves. The Constitution of 1818 proliibited the introduction of slavery thereafter
that is to .say. after its adoption. In 1822 the
slave-holding party, with their supporters, began
to agitate the question of so amending tlie
organic law as to make Illinois a slave State. To

such a change the calling of a convention
was necessary, and, for eighteen months, tlie
struggle between "conventionists" and their
opponents was bitter and fierce. The question
was submitted to a popular vote on August 2,
effect

count showing 4,972 votes
such convention and 6,040 against. This

1824. the result of the

for

decisive result settled the (juestion of slave-holding in Illinois for all future time, though the

existence of slavery in the State continued to be
recognized by the National Census until 1840.
The number, according to the census of 1810, was
Then
168; in 1820 they had increased to 917.
the number began to diminish, being reduced in
1830 to 747, and, in 1840 (the last census whic'h

shows any portion of the population held in
bondage), it was 331.
Hooper Warren who has been mentioned elsewhere as editor of "The Ed wardsville Spectator,"
and a leading factor in securing the defeat of the

—

scheme to
an article

make

Illinois
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a slave State in 1822

—in

in the first number of "The Genius of
Liberty" (January, 1841), speaking of that consays there were, at its beginning, only three
papers in the State— "The Intelligencer" at Vandalia, "The Gazette" at Shawneetown, and "The
Spectator" at Edwardsville. The first two of
these, at the outset, favored the Convention
scheme, while "The Spectator" opposed it. The
management of the campaign on the part of the
pro-slaverj- party was assigned to Emanuel J.
West, Theophilus W. Smith and Oliver L. Kelly,
and a paper was established by the name of "The
Illinois Republican." with Smith
as editor.
Among the active opponents of the measure were
test,

George Churchill, Thomas Lippincott, Samuel D.
Lockwood, Henry Starr (afterwards of Cincinnati), Rev. John
M. Peck and Rev. James
Lemen, of St. Clair County. Others who contributed to the cause were Daniel P. Cook, Morris
Birkbeck, Dr. Hugh Steel and
Burton of
Jackson County, Dr. Henry Perrine of Bond;
William Leggett of Edwardsville (afterwards
editor of "The New York Evening Post"), Benjamin Lundy (then of Missouri), David Blackwell
and Rev. John Dew, of St. Clair County. Still
others were Nathaniel Pope (Judge of the United
States District Court), William B. Archer, William H. Brown and Benjamin Mills (of Vaudaliai.
John Tillson. Dr. Horatio Newhall, George Forquer. Col. Thomas ^Mather, Thomas Ford, Judge
David J. Baker, Charles W. Hunter and Henry II.

Snow

(of Alton).
This testimony is of interest
coming from one who probably had more to do
with defeating the scheme, with the exception of

as

Edward

Coles.
Out.side of the more elabormost accurate and
accounts of this particular period are to
be found in "Sketch of Edward Coles" by the late
E. B. Washburne, and "Early Movement in Illinois for the Legalization of Slavery," an address before the Chicago Historical Society
(1864), by Hon. William H. Brown, of Chicago.
(lov.

ate Histories of Illinois, the
iletailed

(See also, Coles,

Edward: Warren. Hooper; Brown.

William H.; Churchill, George;
Lippincott,
Tliomas; a,jxd Newspajiers, Early, elsewhere in this
volume.

SLOAN, Wesley,

legislator

and

jurist,

was

born in Dorchester County, Md,, Feb. 20,, 1806.
of 17, having received a fair academic
education, he accompanied his parents to Philadelphia, where, for a year, he was employed in a
wholesale grocery. His father dying, he returned
to Maryland and engaged in teaching, at the
same time .studying law, and being admitted to

At the age
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the bar in 1831. He came to Illinois in 1838,
going first to Chicago, and afterward to Kaskaskia, finally settling at

Golconda

in 1839,

which

continued to be his home the remainder of his
life.
In 1848 he was elected to the Legislature,
and re-elected in 18,50, ''y2. and '.lO, serving three
times as Chairman of the Judiciary Committee.
He was one of the members of the first State
Board of Education, created by Act of Feb. 18,
1857, and took a prominent part in the founding
and organization of the State educational institutions.
In 1857 lie was elected to the bench of
the Nineteenth Judicial Circuit, and re-elected in
1861, but declined a re-election for a third term.
Died, Jan.

15, 1887.

SMITH, Abner, jurist, was born at Orange,
Franklin County, Mass., August 4, 1843, of an

New England family, whose ancestors came
was educated in the public schools and at Middlebury
College, Vt., graduating from the latter in 1866.
After graduation he spent a year as a teacher in

old

to Massachusetts Colony about 1630;

Shoreham, Vt., coming to
Chicago in 1867, and entering upon the study of
law, being admitted to the bar in 1868. The next
twenty-five years were spent in the practice of
his profession in Chicago, within that time serving as the attorney of several important corpoIn 1893 he was elected a Judge of the
rations.
Circuit Court of Cook County, and re-elected
in 1897, his term of service continuing until

Newton Academy,

at

1903.

of

women's and children's

Died,

diseases.

10, 1894.

SMITH, David Allen, lawyer, was born near
Richmond, Va. June 18, 1809 removed with his
father, at an early day, to Pulaski, Tenn. at 17
;

,

;

went to Courtland, Lawrence County, Ala.,
where he studied law with Judge Bramlette and
father, dying about 1831, left
of a number of slaves whom, in
he brought to Carlinville, 111., and emancipated, giving bond that they should not become
a charge to the State. In 1839 he removed to
Jacksonville, where he practiced law until his
death. Col. John J. Hardin was his partner at
the time of his death on the battle-field of Buena
Vista.
Mr. Smith was a Trustee and generous
patron of Illinois College, for a quarter of a century, but never held any political office.
As a
lawyer he was conscientious and faithful to the
interests of his clients; as a citizen, liberal, pub-

began practice. His

him the owner
1837,

and patriotic. He contributed liberto the support of the Government during the war for the Union.
Died, at Anoka,
Minn., July 13, 1865, where he had gone to
lic-spirited

ally

accompany an

invalid

son.

— Thomas

William

(Smith), eldest son of the preceding, born at
Courtland, Ala., Sept. 27, 1832; died at Clearwater, Minn., Oct. 39, 1865.
He graduated at
Illinois College in 1852, studied law and served
as Captain in the Tenth Illinois Volunteers,
until, broken in health, he returned home to
die.

SMITH, (Dr.) Charles (jilmau, physician, was
born at Exeter, N. H., Jan. 4, 1828, received his
early education at Phillips Academy, in his native
place, finally graduating from Harvard University in 1847.
He soon after commenced the study
of medicine in the Harvard Jledical School, but
completed his course at the University of Pennsylvania in 1851. After two years spent as
attending physician of the Alms House in South
Boston, Mass., in 1853 he came to Chicago, where
he soon acquired an extensive practice. During
the Civil War he was one of six physicians
employed by the Government for the treatment
of prisoners of

ment
Jan.

war

in hospital at

Camp

Douglas.

In 1868 he visited Europe for the purpose of
observing the management of hospitals in Germany, France and England, on his return being
invited to lecture in the Woman's Medical College
in Chicago, and also becoming consulting physician in the Women's and Children's Hospital,
as well as in the Presbyterian Hospital a position
which he continued to occupy for the remainder
of his life, gaining a wide reputation in the treat-

—

SMITH, Dietrich C, ex-Congressman, was
born at Ostfriesland, Hanover, April 4, 1840, in
boyhood came to the LTuited States, and, since
1849, has been a resident of Pekin, Tazewell
County. In 1861 he enlisted in the Eighth Illinois Volunteers, was promoted to a Lieutenancy,
and, while so serving, was severely wounded at
Shiloh. Later, he was attached to the One Hundred and Thirty-ninth Illinois Infantry, and was
mustered out of service as Captain of Company C
of that regiment. His business is that of banker
and manufacturer, besides which he has bad considerable experience in the construction and
management of railroads. He was a member of
the Thirtieth General Assembl3% and, in 1880, was
elected Representative in Congress from what
was then the Thirteenth District, on the Republican ticket, defeating Adlai E. Stevenson, after-

wards Vice-President. In 1882, liis county (Tazewell) having been attached to the district for
many years represented by Wm. M. Springer, he
was defeated by the latter as a candidate for reelection.

HISTOKICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.
SMITH,

George, one of Chicago's pioneers and
early bankers, was born in Aberdeenshire, Scotland,

March

8,

It was his early intention
and he entered Aberdeen Col-

1808.

to study medicine,

lege with this end in view, but was forced to quit
the institution at the end of two years, because
of impaired vision.

In 1833 he

came

to

America,

and, in 1834, settled in Cliicago, where he resided
until 1861, meanwliile spending one year in Scot-

He

land.

invested largely in real

e.state in

Chi-

time owning a
considerable portion of tlie present site of I\Iilwaukee. In 1837 he secured the charter for the
cago and Wisconsin, at one

Wisconsin Marine and Fire Insurance Company,
whose headquarters were at Milwaukee. He was
really the owner of the company, although Alexander Mitchell, of Milwaukee, was its Secretary.

Smith was able to issue
which circulated freely
In 1839 he foundetl Chicago's first
private banking house. About 1843 he was interested in a storage and commission business in
Chicago, with a Mr. Webster as partner. He
was a Director in the old Galena & Chicago
Union Railroad (now a part of the Chicago &
Northwestern), and aided it, while in course of

Under

this charter Mr.

$1,500,000 in certificates,

as currency.

construction, by loans of money; was also a
charter member of the Chicago Board of Trade,
organized in 1848. In 18.'34, the State of Wisconsin having prohibited the circulation of the Wisconsin Marine and Fire Insurance certificates
above mentioned, Mr. Smith sold out the com-

pany to his partner, Mitchell, and bought two
Georgia bank charters, which, together, empowered him to issue 83,000,000 in currency. The
notes were duly issued in Georgia, and put into
circulation in Illinois, over the counter of George
Suiith & Co.'s Chicago bank. About 18.")6 Mr.
Smith began winding up his affairs' in Chicago,
meanwhile spending most of his time in Scotland,
but, returning in 18G0,

made extensive

invest-

ments in railroad and other American securities,
which netted him large profits. The amount of
capital which he is reputed to have taken with

him

to his native

$10,000,000.

has been estimated at
retained considerable
and about
those who were associated
land

though he

tracts of valuable lands in Wisconsin

Chicago.

with

him

Among

in business, either as employes or
who have since been prominently
with Chicago business affairs, were

otherwise, and
identified

Hon. Charles B. Farwell, E. I. Tinkham (afterwards a prominent banker of Chicago), E. W.
Willard, now of Newport, R. I., and others. Mr.
Smith made several visits, during the last forty
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United States, but divided his time
chiefly between Scotland (where he was the
owner of a castle) and London. Died Oct. 7, 1899.
SMITH, George W., soldier, lawyer and State
Treasurer, was born in Brooklyn, N. Y., Jan.
1837.
It was his intention to acquire a col8,
but his father's business
legiate education,
embarrassments having compelled the abandonment of his studies, at 17 of years age he went
In
to Arkansas and taught school for two years.
1856 he returned to Albany and began the study
of law, graduating from the law school in 1858.
In October of that year he removed to Chicago,
where he remained continuously in practice, witli
the exception of the years 1863-65, when he was
serving in the Union army, and 1867-68, when he
He was musfilled the office of State Treasurer.
tered into service, August 57. 1862, as a Captain in

years, to the

—

the Eighty-eighth Illinois Infantry the second
Board of Trade regiment. At Stone River, he
was seriously wounded and captured. After
four days' confinement, he was aided by a negro
He made his way to the Union lines,
to escape.
but was granted leave of absence, being incapacitated for service. On his return to duty he
joined his regiment in the Chattanooga campaign, and

was

officially

complimented

for Ids

bravery at Gordon's Mills. At Mission Ridge he
was again severely wounded, and was once more
personally complimented in the official report.
At Kenesaw Mountain (June 21. 1864), Capt.
Smith commanded the regiment after the killing
of Lieutenant-Colonel Chandler, and was promoted to a Lieutenant-Colonelcy for bravery on
the field. He led the cliarge at Franklin, and
was brevetted Colonel, and thanked by the commander for his gallant service. In the spring nf
1865 he was brevetted Brigadier-General, and. in
June following, was mustered out. Returning
to Chicago, he resumed the practice of his profession, and gained a prominent position at the
bar.
In 1866 he was elected State Treasurer, and,
after the expiration of his term, in January,
1869, held no public office.
General Smith was,
for many years, a Trustee of the Chicago Historical Society, and Vice-President of the Board.
Died, in Chicago, Sept. 16, 1898.
SMITH, George W., lawyer and Congressman,
was born in Putnam County, Ohio, AugiLst 18,
1846.
When he was four years old, his father
removed to Wayne County, 111., settling on a
farm. He attended the common schools and
graduated from the literary department of MiKendree College, at Lebanon, in 1868. In his
youth he learned the trade of a blacksmith, but

-
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determined to study law. After reading for
a time at Fairfield, 111., he entered the Law
Department of the Bloomington (Ind.) UniverThe same year he
sity, graduating there in 1870.
was admitted to the bar in Illinois, and has since
1880 he was a
Murphysboro.
In
])racticed at
Republican Presidential Elector, and, in 1888, was
Republican
Representative
to Congress
elected a
from the Twentieth Illinois District, and has
serving
re-elected,
now
continuously
(1899)
been
his sixth consecutive term as Representative
from the Twenty-second Distric^t.
SMITH, Uiles Alexander, soldier, and Assistant Postmaster-General, was born in Jefferson
County, N. Y., Sept. 39, 1829; engaged in drygoods business in Cincinnati and Bloomington,
111., in 1861 being proprietor of a hotel in the
latter place; became a Captain in the Eighth
Missouri Volunteers, was engaged at Forts Henry
and Donelson. Shiloh and Corinth, and promoted
later

Lieutenant-Colonel and Colonel in 1863 led his
first attack on Vicksburg, and
was severely wounded at Arkansas Post was promoted Brigadier-General in August, 1863, for
gallant and meritorious conduct; led a brigade
of the Fifteenth Army Corps at Chattanooga and
;

regiment on the

;

Missionary Ridge, as also in the Atlanta camI)aign, and a division of the Seventeenth Corps in
the "March to the Sea."' After the surrender of
Lee he was transferred to the Twenty-fifth Army

became Major-General in 1865, and
Corps,
resigned in 1866, having declined a commission
as Colonel in the regular army about 1869 was
ajipoiuted. by President Grant, Second Assistant
Postmaster-General, but resigned on account of
Died, at Bloomington,
failing health in 1873.
Nov. 8, 1876. General Smith was one of the
founders of the Society of the Army of the
;

Tennessee.

SMITH,

(liustavns

Adolphns,

soldier,

was born

in Philadelphia, Dec. 36, 1830; at 16 joined two
brothers who had located at Springfield, Ohio,
where he learned the trade of a carriage-maker.
In December, 1837, he arrived at Decatur, 111.,

but soon after located at Springfield, where he
resided some six years. Then, returning to
Decatur, he devoted his attention to carriage
manufacture, doing a large business with the
South, but losing heavily as the result of the

An original Whig, he became a Democrat
of the Whig party, but early
took gi-ound in favor of the Union after the firing
on Fort Sumter; was offered and accepted the
colonelcy of the Thirty-fifth Regiment lUinois
Volunteers, at the same time assisting Governor
war.

on the dissolution

Camp Butler as a camp
recruiting and instruction. Having been
assigned to duty in Missouri, in the summer of
1861, he proceeded to Jefferson City, joined Fremont at Carthage in that State, and made a
forced march to Springfield, afterwards taking
part in the campaign in Arkansas and in the
battle of Pea Ridge, where he had a horse shot
under him and was severely (and, it was supposed,
fatally) wounded, not recovering until 1868.
Being compelled to return home, he received
authority to raise an independent brigade, but
was unable to accompany it to the field. In September, 1863, he was commissioned a BrigadierGeneral by President Lincoln, "for meritorious
conduct," but was unable to enter into active
Yates in the ^election of
of

service on account of his wound.

Later, he

was

assigned to the command of a convalescent camp
at Murfreesboro, Tenn., under Gen. George H.
Thomas. In 1864 he took part in securing the
second election of President Lincoln, and, in the
early part of 1865, was commissioned by Governor Oglesby Colonel of a new regiment (the

One Hundred and

Fifty-fifth Illinois), but, on
account of his wounds, was assigned to courtluartial duty, remaining in tlie service until
January, 1866, when he was mustered out with
the brevet rank of Brigadier-General. During
the second year of his service he was presented
with a magnificent sword by the rank and file of
his regiment (the Thirty-fifth), for brave and gallant conduct at Pea Ridge.
After retiring from
the army, he engaged in cotton planting in Alabama, but was not successful in 1868, canvassed
Alabama for General Grant for President, but
declined a nomination in his own favor for ConIn 1870 he was appointed, by General
gress.
Grant, United States Collection and Disbursing
Agent for the District of New Mexico, where he
continued to reside.
SMITH, John Corson, soldier, ex-Lieutenant
Governor and ex-State Treasurer, was born in
Philadelphia. Feb. 13, 1833. At the age of 16 he
;

was apprenticed to a carpenter and builder. In
1854 he came to Chicago, and worked at his trade,
for a time, but soon removed to Galena, where he
finally

engaged in business as a contractor.

In

1863 he enlisted as a private in the Seventy-fourth

having received authority from Governor Yates, raised a company, of
which he was chosen Captain, and which was
Illinois Volunteers, but,

incorporated in the Ninety-sixth Illinois Infantry.
Of this regiment he was soon elected Major.
After a short service about Cincinnati, Ohio,
and Covington and Newport, Ky., the Ninety-
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sixth was sent to the front, and took part (among
other battles) in the second engagement at Fort
Donelson and in the bloody fight at Franklin,
Tenn. Later, Major Smith was assigned to staff

duty under Generals Baird and Steedman, serving through the TuUahoma campaign, and participating in the battles of Chickamauga, Lookout
Mountain and Missionary Ridge. Being promoted
to a Lieutenant-Colonelcy, he rejoined his regiment, and was given command of a brigade. In
tlie Atlanta campaign he served gallantly, taking a conspicuous part in its long series of bloody
engagements, and being severely wounded at
Kenesaw Mountain. In February, 186.5, he was
brevetted Colonel, and, in June, 186.5, BrigadierGeneral. Soon after his return to Galena he was
appointed Assistant Assessor of Internal Revenue,
but was legislated out of office in 1872. In 1873
he removed to Chicago and embarked in business.
In 1874-76 he was a member (and Secretary) of
the Illinois Board of Commissioners to the Centennial Exposition at Philadelphia. In 1875 he
was appointed Chief Grain-Inspector at Chicago,
and held the office for several years. In 1873 and
"76 he was a delegate to the National Republican
Conventions of those years, and, in 1878, was
elected State Treasurer, as he was again in 1882.
In 1884 he was elected Lieutenant-Governor, serving until 18f<9. He is a prominent Ma.son, Knight
Templar and Odd Fellow, as well as a distinguished member of the Order of Nobles of the
Mystic Shrine, and was prominently connected
with the erection of the "Masonic Temple Building'" in Chicago.
SMITH, John Eugene, soldier, was born in
Switzerland, August 3, 1816, the son of an officer
who had served under Napoleon, and after the
downfall of tlie latter, emigrated to Philadelphia.
The subject of this sketch received an academi<^
education and became a jeweler in 1861 entered
the volunteer service as Colonel of the Forty-fifth
Illinois Infantry; took part in the capture of
Forts Henry and Donelson, in the battle of Sliiloh
and siege of Corinth; was promoted a BrigadierGeneral in November, 1862, and placed in command of a division in the Sixteenth Army Corps;
led the Third Division of the Seventeenth Army
Corps in the Vicksburg campaign, later being
transferred to the Fifteenth, and taking part in
the battle of Missionary Ridge and the Atlanta
;

1864-6.5.
He received
the brevet rank of Major-General of Volunteers
in January, 186.5, and, on his muster-out from the
Tolunteer service, became Colonel of the Twentyseventh United States Infantry, being transferred,

and CaroUna campaigns of

in 1870, to the Fourteenth.
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In 1867 his services

and Savannah were further recognized by conferring upon him the brevets of Brigadier and Major-General in the regular army.
In May, 1881, he was retired, afterwards residing
in Chicago, where he died, Jan. 29, 1897.
SMITH, Joseph, the founder of the Mormon
In
sect, was born at Sharon, Vt., Dec. 23, 180.5.
at Vicksburg

181.5 his
still

parents removed to Palmyra, N. Y., and
He early showed a
to Manchester.

later

cast, and claimed to be able to
by means of a magic stone.
In 1820 he claimed to have seen a vision, but his
pretensions were ridiculed by his acquaintances.
His story of the revelation of the golden plates
by the angel Moroni, and of the latter's instrucWith the aid of
tions to him, is well known.
Martin Harris and Oliver Cowdery he prepared
the "Book of Mormon," alleging that he had
deciphered
it
from heaven-sent characters,
through the aid of miraculous spectacles. This
was published in 1830. In later years Smith
claimed to have received supplementary revelations, which so taxed the credulity of his followers that some of them apostatized. He also
claimed supernatural power, such as exorcism,
etc.
He soon gained followers in considerable

dreamy mental

locate stolen articles

numbers, whom, in

1832, he led west, a part
and the remainder in
Jackson County, Mo. Driven out of Ohio five
years later, the bulk of the sect found the way to
their friends in Missouri, whence they were
finally expelled after many conflicts with the

settling at Kirtland, Ohio,

Smith, ^vith the other refugees, fled
Hancock County, 111., founding the city of
Nauvoo, which was incorporated in 1840. Here

authorities.

to

was begun,

in the following year, the erection of a

great temple, but again he aroused the hostility
of the authorities, although soon wielding considerable political power.
cessful attempts to arrest

After various unsuc-

him

in 1844,

Smith and

a number of his followers were induced to surrender tliemselves under the promise of protection
from violence and a fair trial. Having been
taken to Carthage, the county-seat, all were dis
charged under recognizance to appear at court
except Smith and his brother Hyrum, who were
held under the new charge of "treason, "' and were
placed in jail. So intense had been the feeling
against the Mormons, that Governor Ford called
out the militia to preserve the peace but it is
evident that the feeling among the latter was in
sympathy with that of the populace. Most of
the militia were disbanded after Smith's arrest,
one company being left on duty at Carthage,
;

)
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from whom only eight men were detailed to
guard the jail. In this condition of affairs a mob
of 150 disguised men, alleged to be from Warsaw,
appeared before the jail on the evening of June

—

who made only a
Smith and his brother
while
down,
a friend, who
shot
both
were
Hyrum
had remained with them, was wounded. The fate
win for him
far
to
went
undoubtedly
Smith
of
the reputation of martyr, and give a new impulse
Nauvoo.
Mormons;
faith.
(See
Mormon
to the
SMITH, Justin Almerin, D.D., clergyman
N.
Y. Dec.
Ticonderoga,
born
at
was
editor,
and
39, 1819, educated at New Hampton Literary and
Theological Institute and Union College, graduating from the latter in 1843; served a year as
Principal of the Union Academy at Bennington,
Vt., followed by four years of pastoral work,
when he assumed the pastorate of the First Bapat Rochester, N. Y., where he
tist church
remained five years. Then (1853) he removed to
Chicago to assume the editorship of "The Christian Times" (now "The Standard"), with which
he was associated for the remainder of his life.
Meanwhile he assisted in organizing three Baptist
churches In Chicago, serving two of them as
pastor for a considerable period; made an extended tour of Europe in 1869, attending the
Vatican Council at Rome; was a Trustee and
one of the founders of the old Chicago University, and Trustee and Lecturer of the Baptist
Theological Seminary; was also the author of

37,

and, forcing the guards

feeble resistance,— Joseph

,

Died, at Morgan Park,
several religious works.
near Chicago, Feb. 4, 1896.
SMITH, Perry H., lawyer and politician, was
born in Augusta, Oneida County, N. Y., March
18, 1838; entered Hamilton College at the age of

and graduated, second in his class, at 18; began
reading law and was admitted to the bar on coming of age in 1849. Then, removing to Appleton,
Wis., when 23 years of age he was elected a
Judge, served later in both branches of the
Legislature, and, in 1857, became Vice-President
of the Chicago, St. Paul & Fond du Lao Railway,
retaining the same position in the reorganized
corporation when it became the Chicago &
Northwestern. In 1856 Mr. Smith .came to Chi14

till his death, on Palm
Sunday of 1885. He was prominent in railway
circles and in the councils of the Democratic

cago and resided there

party, being the recognized representative of Mr.
Tilden's interests in the Northwest in the cam-

paign of

1876.

SMITH, Robert, Congressman and
was born

at Petersborough, N. H.,

June

lawyer,
13,

1803;

was educated and admitted

to the bar in his
native town, settled at Alton, 111., in 1833, and
engaged in practice. In 1836 he was elected to
the General Assembly from Madison County,
and re-elected in 1838. In 1843 he was elected to
the Twenty-eighth Congress, and twice re-elected,
serving three successive terms. During the Civil
War he was commissioned Paymaster, with the
rank of Major, and was stationed at St. Louis.
He was largely interested in the construction of
water power at Minneapolis, Minn., and also in
railroad enterprises in Illinois. He was a prominent Mason and a public-spirited citizen. Died,
at Alton, Dec. 30. 1867.

SMITH, Samuel

Lisle,

lawyer, was born in

Philadelphia, Pa., in 1817, and, belonging to a

wealthy family, enjoyed superior educational
advantages, taking a course in the Yale Law
School at an age too early to admit of his receiving a degree. In 1836 he came to Illinois, to look
after some landed interests of his father's in the
Returning east within the next
vicinity of Peru.
two years, he obtained his diploma, and, again
coming west, located in Chicago in 1838, and.
for a time, occupied an office with the well-known
law firm of Butterfield & Collins. In 1839 he was
elected City Attorney and, at the great Whig
meeting at Springfield, in June, 1840, was one of
the principal speakers, establishing a reputation
as one of the most brilliant campaign orators in
the West. As an admirer of Henry Clay, he was
active in the Presidential campaign of 1844, and
was also a prominent speaker at the River and
Harbor Convention at Chicago, in 1847. With a
keen sense of humor, brilliant, witty and a master of repartee and invective, he achieved popularity, both at the bar and on the lecture
platform, and had the promise of future success,
which was unfortunately marred by his convivial
habits. Died of cholera, in Chicago, July 30, 1854.
Mr. Smith married the daughter of Dr. Potts, of
Philadelphia, an eminent clergyman of the
Episcopal Church.
SMITH, Siduey, jurist, was born in Washington County, N. Y., May 13, 1829; studied law and
was admitted to the bar at Albion, in that State,
came to Chicago in 1856 and entered
in 1851
into partnership with Grant Goodrich and William W. Farwell, both of whonr were afterwards
elected to places on the bench the first in the
;

—

and the latter in the Circuit Court. In
Judge Smith was elected to the Superior
Court of Cook County, serving vmtil 1885, when
he became the attorney of the Chicago Board of
Trade. He was the Republican candidate for

Superior,
1879
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Mayor, in opposition to Carter H. Harrison, in
1885, and is believed by many to have been
honestly elected, though defeated on the face of
the returns. A recount was ordered by the court,
but so much delay was incurred and so many
obstacles placed in the way of carrying the order

Judge Smith abandoned the conalthough making material gains
had gone. During his professional
career he was connected, as counsel, with some of
the most important trials before the Chicago
courts was also one of the Directors of the Chicago Public Library, on its organization in 1871.
Died suddenly, in Chicago, Oct. 6, 1898.
SMITH, Theophilus Washington, Judge and
into effect, that
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State at the time afforded. After completing his
sdiool course he began teaching, and, for a time,

served as tutor in a Western college, but soon
turned his attention to journalism, at first as
assistant editor of a weekly publication at Cincinnati, still later becoming its editor, and, in 1855.
city editor of "The Cincinnati Gazette,'' with

test in disgust,

which he was connected

as far as

position at the beginning of the war, incidentally

it

;

politician,

was born

1784, served for

in

New York

City, Sept. 28,

a time in the United States navy,

was a law student in the office of Aaron Burr,
was admitted to the bar in his native State in
1805, and, in 1816, came west, finally locating at
Edwardsville, where he soon became a prominent
figure in early State history.
In 1820 he was an
unsuccessful candidate before the Legislature for
the office of Attorney-General, being defeated by
Samuel D. Lockwood, but was elected to the
State Senate in 1822, serving four years. In 1823
he was one of the leaders of the "Conventionist"
party, whose aim was to adopt a new Constitution
which would legalize slavery in Illinois, during
this period being the editor of the leading organ
of the pro-slavery party. In 1825 he was elected
one of the Associate Justices of the Supreme
Court, but resigned, Dec. 36, 1842. He was impeached in 1832 on charges alleging oppressive
conduct, corruption, and other high misdemeanors in office, but secured a negative acquittal, a
two-thirds vote being necessary to conviction.
The vote in the Senate stood twelve for conviction (on a part of the charges) to ten for acquittal,
four being excused from voting. During the
Black Hawk War he served as QuartermasterGeneral on the Governor's staff. As a jurist, he

was charged by

his political opponents with
being unable to divest himself of his partisan
bias, and even with privately advising counsel, in
political causes, of defects in the record, which
they (the counsel) had not discovered. He was
also a member of the first Board of Commissioners of the Illinois & Michigan Canal, appointed in
1823.
Died, in Chicago, May 6, 184G.

SMITH, William Henry,

journalist.

Associ-

ated Press Manager, was born in Colimibia
County, N. Y., Dec. 1, 1833; at three years of age
was taken by his parents to Ohio, where he
enjoyed the best educational advantages that

in a

more

resjionsible

doing work upon "Tlie Literary Review." His
connection with a leading paper enabled him to
exert a strong influence in support of the Government. This he used most faitlifuUy in assisting
to raise troops in the first years of the war, and,
in 1863, in bringing forward and securing the
election of John Brough as a Union candidate for

Governor in opposition to Clement L. Vallandigham, the Democratic candidate. In 1864 he was
nominated and elected Secretary of State, being
re-elected two years later.
After retiring from
office

he returned to journalism at Cincinnati, as

editor of

"The Evening Chronicle," from which

he retired in 1870 to become Agent of the Western Associated Press, with headquarters, at first
at Cleveland, but later at Chicago.
His success
in tliis line was demonstrated by the final union
of the New York and Western Associated Press
organizations under his management, continuing
until 1893, when he retired.
Mr, Smith was a
strong personal friend of President Hayes, by
whom he was appointed Collector of the Port of
Chicago in 1877. While engaged in official duties
he found time to do considerable literary work,
having published, several years ago, "The St. Clair
Papers." in two volumes, and a life of Charles

Hammond0besides contributions to periodicals.
from the management of the
As.sociated Press, he was engaged upon a "History of American PoHtics" and a "Life of I^iitherford B. Hayes," which are said to have been well
advanced at the time of his death, which took
place at his home, at Lake Forest, 111., July 27,
After retiring

1896.

SMITH, William
and

May

politician,
23,

M., merchant, stock-breeder

was born near Frankfort, Ky.,

1827; in 1846

accompanied his father's

family to Lexington, McLean County, 111., where
they settled, A few years later he bought forty

government land, finally increasing his
holdings to 800 acres, and becoming a breeder of
fine stock.
Still later he added to liis agricultural
pursuits the business of a merchant. Having
early identified himself with the Republican

acres of

party, he remained a firm adherent of its principles during the Civil War, and, while declining
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a commission tendered him by Governor Yates,
devoted his time and means liberally to the recruiting and organization of regiments for service in the field, and procuring supplies for the
In 1866 he was elected to the
sick and wounded.
lower house of the Legislature, and was re-elected
'70,
serving,
during his last term, as
and
in 1868
Speaker. In 1877 he was appointed by Governor
of
the
Railroad
and Warehouse
member
a
CuUom
Commission, of which body he served as President
genial
was
man
of
remarkably
1883.
He
a
until
temperament, liberal impulses, and wide popularity.

Died. March 25, 1886.
Sooy, soldier and civil engiwas born at Tarlton, Pickaway County,

SMITH, William
neer,

Ohio, July 23, 1830 graduated at Ohio University
in 1849, and, at the United States Military Academy, in 1853, having among his classmates, at the
;

Generals McPherson, Schofield and SheriComing to Chicago the following year, lie
found employment as an engineer on the
Illinois Central Railroad, but later became assistant of Lieutenant-Colonel Graham in engineer
service on the lakes a year later took charge of
a select school in Buffalo in 1857 made tlie first
surveys for the International Bridge at Niagara
Falls, then went into the service of extensive
locomotive and bridge- works at Trenton, N. J.,
in their interest making a visit to Cuba, and also
superintending the construction of a bridge
latter,

dan.
first

;

;

across the

Savannah River. The war intervening,

he returned North and was appointed LieutenantColonel and assigned to duty as Assistant Adjutant-General at Camp Denison, Ohio, but, in
June, 1862, was commissioned Colonel of the
Thirteenth Ohio Volunteers, participating in the
West Virginia campaigns, and later, at Shiloli ami
Perryville.
In April, 1862, he was promoted
Brigadier-General of volunteers, commanding
divisions in the Army of the Ohio until the fall
of 1862, when he joined Grant and took part in
the Vicksburg campaign, as commander of the
First Division of the Sixteenth Army Corps.
Subsequently he was made Chief of the Cavalry
Department, serving on the staffs of Grant and
Sherman, until compelled to resign, in 1864, on
account of impaired health. During the war
General Smith rendered valuable service to the
Union cause in great emergencies, by his knowledge of engineering. On retiring to private life
he resumed his profession at Chicago, and since
has been employed by the Government on some
of its most stupendous works on the lakes, and
has also planned several of the most important
railroad bridges across the Missouri and other

He has been much consulted in reference to municipal engineering, and his name is
connected with a number of the gigantic edifices

streams.

in Chicago.

SMITHBORO,
in

Bond County,

a village and railroad junction
3 miles

east

of

Greenville.

Population, 393.

SNAPP, Henry, Congressman, born in Livingston County, N. Y., June 30, 1822, came to Illinois
with his father when 11 years old, and, having
read law at Joliet, was admitted to the bar in
1847.
He practiced in Will County for twenty
years before entering public life. In 1868 he was
elected to the State Senate and occupied a seat in
tliat body until his election, in 1871, to the Fortysecond Congress, by the Republicans of the (then)
Sixth Illinois District, as successor to B. C. Cook,
who had resigned. Died, at Joliet, Nov. 23, 1895.
SNOW, Herman W., ex-Congressman, was born
in La Porte County, Ind., July 3, 1836, but was
reared in Kentucky, working upon a farm for
five years, while yet in his minority becoming a
resident of Illinois. For several years he was a
school

teacher,

meanwhile studying law and
Early in the war he
One Hundred and

being admitted to the bar.

enlisted as a private in the

Thirty-ninth Illinois Volunteers, rising to the
rank of Captain. His term of service having
expired, he re-enlisted in the One Hundred and
Fifty-first Illinois, and was mustered out with
the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel. After tlie close
of the war he resumed teaching at the Chicago
High School, and later served in the General
Assembly (1873-74) as Representative from Woodford County. In 1890 he was elected, as a Democrat, to represent the Ninth Illinois District in
Congress, but was defeated by his Republican

opponent in

1892.

SNOWHOOK, WiUiam

B., first

Collector

of

Customs at Chicago, was born in Ireland in 1804;
at the age of eight years was brought to New
York, where he learned the printer's trade,
and worked for some time in the same office
with Horace Greeley. At 16 he went back to
Ireland, remaining two years, but, returning to
the United States, began the study of law was
also employed on the Passaic Canal; in 1836,
came to Chicago, and was soon after associated
with William B. Ogden in a contract on the Illinois & Michigan Canal, which lasted until 1841.
As early as ln40 he became prominent as a leader
in the Democratic party, and, in 1846, received
from President Polk an appointment as first Collector of Customs for Chicago (having previously
;

served as Special Surveyor of the Port, while
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attached to tlie District of Detroit) in 1853, was
re-appointed to the CoUectorsliip by President
Pierce, serving two years.
During the "Mormon
War" (1844) he organized and equipped, at his
own expense, the Montgomery Guards, and was
commissioned Colonel, but the disturbances were
brouglit to an end before the order to march.
From IS.'iG he devoted his attention chiefly to his
])ractice. but, in 1862, was one of the Democrats
of Chicago who took part in a movement to sustain the Government by stimulating enlistments;
was also a member of the Convention which
nominated Mr. Greeley for President in 1872.
;

May 5, 1882.
SNYDER, Adam Wilson, pioneer

Died, in Cliicago,

early Congressman,

was

l)orn at

lawyer, and

Connellsville,

In early life he followed the
occupation of wool-curling for a livelihood,
attending school in the winter. In 1815, he emigrated to Columbus, Ohio, and afterwards settled
in Ridge Prairie, St. Clair County, 111.
Being
offered a situation in a wool-curling and fulling
mill at Cahokia, lie removed thitlier in 1817. He
formed the friendship of Judge Je.sse B. Thomas,
and, through the latter's encouragement and aid,
studied law and gained a solid professional, political, social and financial position.
In 1830 he
was elected State Senator from St. Clair County,
and re-elected for two successive terms. He
served througli the Black Hawk War as private.
Adjutant and Captain. In 1833 he removed to
Belleville, and, in 1834. was defeated for Congress
by Governor Reynolds, wliom he, in turn, defeated
in 1836. Two years later Reynolds again defeated
him for the same position, and, in 1840, he was
elected State Senator. In 1841 he was the Democratic nominee for Governor. The election was
held in August, 1842, but. in May preceding, he
died at liis home in Belleville. His place on the
Pa., Oct.

6,

1799.

was filled by Thomas Ford, who was
William H. (Snyder), son of the prewas born in St. Clair County, 111., July
12, 1825; educated at McKendree College, studied
law with Lieutenant-Governor Koerner, and was

ticket

elected.

ceding,

admitted to practice in 1845; also served for a
time as Postmaster of the city of Belleville, and,
during the Mexican War, as First-Lieutenant and
Adjutant of the Fifth Illinois Volunteers. From
18.50 to '54 lie represented his county in the Legislature; in 1855 was appointed, by Governor Matteson. State's Attorney, which position he filled
for two years.
He was an unsuccessful candidate
for the office of Secretary of State in 1856, and,
in 1857, was elected a Judge of the Twentyfourth Circuit, was re-elected for the Third Cir-

cuit in

'73, '79

and

'85.

He was

491
also a

member

the Constitutional Convention of 1869-70.

of

Died,

at Belleville, Deo. 24, 1892.

SOLDIERS' AND SAILORS' HOME,

a State

charitable institution, founded

Legislature

in

1885,

by act of the
and located at Quincy,

Adams County. The object of its establishment was to provide a comfortable home for
such disabled or dependent veterans of the
United States land or naval forces as had
honorably served during the Civil War.
It
was opened for the reception of veterans on
March

3, 1887, the first cost of site and buildings having been about §350, 000. Tlie total num

her of inmates admitted up to June 30, 1894,
2.813; the number in attendance during the

was
two
and the whole number present
1,088.
The value of property at

pre\-lous years 988,

on Nov. 10, 1894,
that time was $393,636,08. Considerable appropriations have been made for additions to the
buildings at subsequent sessions of the Legislature.
The General Government pays to the State
SlOO per j-ear for eacli veteran supported at the

Home.

SOLDIERS' ORPHANS' HOME, ILLINOIS, an
institution, created by act of 1865, for the maintenance and education of children of deceased
soldiers of the Civil War.
An eiglity-acre tract,
one mile north of Normal, was selected as the
site, and the first principal building was completed and opened for the admission of beneficiaries on June 1, 1869.
Its first cost was §135,000,
the site ha>ving been donated. Repairs and the
construction of new buildings, from time to
time, have considerably increased this sum.
In
1875 the benefits of tlie institution were extended,
by legislative enactment, to the children of soldiers who had died after the close of the war.
The aggregate number of inmates, in 1894, was
072, of wliom 323 were males and 249 females.
SOLDIERS' WIDOWS' HOME. Provision was
made for the establishment of this institution by
the Thirty-ninth General Assembly, in an act,
approved, June 13, 1895, appropriating §20,000 for
the purchase of a site, the erection of buildings
and furnishing the same. It is designed for the
reception and care of the mothers, wives, widows
and daughters of such honorably discharged
soldiers or sailors, in the United States service, as
may have died, or may be physically or mentally unable to provide for the families naturally dependent on them, provided that such
persons have been residents of the State for
at

least

one year previous to admission, and

are without

means

or ability for self-support.

;
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The

of the

affairs

board of

Home are managed by a
whom two are men and

five trustees, of

three women, the former to be members of the
Grand Army of the Republic and of different
political parties, and the latter members of the

Women's ReUef Corps

of this State.

The

institu-

tion was located at Wilmington, occupying a
site of seventeen acres, where it was formally
opened in a house of eighteen rooms, March 11,
1896, with twenty-six applications for admittance. The plan contemplates an early enlargement by the erection of additional cottages.
SORENTO, a village of Bond County, at the

&

Louis and the
Toledo, St. Louis & Kansas City Railways, 14
miles southeast of Litchfield has a bank and a
intersection of the Joliet

St.

;

newspaper.
Population (1890),
Its

538.

SOULARD, James
French ancestry

agricultural.

are

interests

Gaston, pioneer, born of
Mo. July 15, 1798

in St. Louis,

,

resided there until 1831, when, ha\nng married
the daughter of a soldier of the Revolution, he
received an appointment at Fort Snelling, near

the present city of
of Col. Snelling,

law.

St. Paul,

who was

then under

command

his wife's brother-in-

The Fort was reached after a tedious jourflat-boat and overland, late in the fall of
wife accompanying him. Three years

ney by

1831, his

they returned to St. Louis, where, being an
was engaged for several years in
surveying. In 1837 he removed with his family
to Galena, for the next six years had charge of a
store of the Gratiot Brothers, early business men
of that locality. Towards the close of this period
he received the appointment of County Recorder,
later

engineer, he

County Surveyor and
Galena at the same time. His
were devoted to farming and horti-

also holding the position of

Postmaster of
later years

culture, his

death taking place, Sept.

17,

1878.

Mr. Soulard was probably the first man to engage
Chicago.
in freighting between Galena and
"The Galena Advertiser" of Sept. 14, 1839, makes
mention of a wagon-load of lead sent by him to
Chicago, his team taking back a load of salt, the
paper remarking: "This is the first wagon that
has ever passed from the Mississippi River to

Chicago." Great results were predicted from
the exchange of commodities between the lake
Mrs. Eliza M.
and the lead mine district.
Hjint (Soulard), wife of the preceding, was born
at Detroit, Deo. 18, 1804, her father being Col.
Thomas A. Hunt, who had taken part in the
Battle of Bunker Hill and remained in the army
until his death, at St. Louis, in 1807. His descendants have maintained their connection with the

—

army ever

since, a son being a prominent artillery
the Battle of Gettysburg. Mrs. Soulard
at St. Louis, in 1830, and survived
her husband some sixteen years, dying at Galena,

officer at

was married

August 11, 1894. She had resided in Galena
nearly seventy years, and at the date of her
death, in the 90th year of her age, she was that
city's oldest resident.

SOUTH CHICAGO & WESTERN INDIANA
RAILROAD. (See Chicago & Western Indiana
Railroad.)

SOUTH DANVILLE,

a suburb of the city of
Population (1890),

Danville, Vermilion County.
799.

SOUTHEAST &

ST.

LOUIS RAILWAY.

(See

Louisville d- XashviUe Railroad.)

SOUTH ELGIN,

a village of Kane County,
near the city of Elgin. Population (1890), 505.

SOUTHERN

COLLEGIATE

INSTITUTE,

located at Albion, Edwatds County, incorporated
in 1891 had a faculty of ten teachers with 319
pupils (1897-98)— about equally male and female.
;

Besides classical, scientific, normal, music and
departments, instruction is given in preparatory studies and business education. Its

fine arts

property

is

valued at §16,500.

SOUTHERN HOSPITAL FOR THE INSANE,
located at Anna, Union County, founded by act
The original site comof the Legislature in 1869.
prised 390 acres and cost a little more than
$23,000, of which one-fourth was donated by citizens of the county. The construction of buildit was not until
north wing (the first comoccupancy. Other portions
were completed a year later. The Trustees purchased 160 additional acres in 1883. The first
cost (up to September, 1876) was nearly 8635,000.
In 1881 one wing of the main bviilding was destroyed by fire, and was subsequently rebuilt tlie
patients being, meanwhile, cared for in temporary
wooden barracks. The total value of lands and
buildings belonging to the State, June 30, 1894,
was estimated at §738,580, and, of property of all
The wooden barracks were
sorts, at $833,700.
later converted into a permanent ward, additions
made to the main buildings, a detached building

ings

was begun

in 1869, but

March,

1875, that the

pleted)

was ready

for

;

accommodation of 300 patients erected,
numerous outbuildings put up and general imfor the

provements made.

A second

fire

on the night of

Jan. 3, 1895, destroyed a large part of the main
building, inflicting a loss upon the State of
Provision was made for rebuilding by
$175,000.

the Legislature of that year. The institution has
capacity for about 750 patients.

,.^^^;,i

^

\'''

^
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SOUTHERN ILLINOIS NORMAL UNIVERSITY,

establislied

in

1869,

and

located, after

competitive bidding, at Carbondale, which offered
lands and bonds at first estimated to be of the
value of $229,000, but wliich later depreciated,
through shrinkage, to §7.i.OOO. Construction was
commenced in May, ISTO, and the first or main
building was completed and appropriately dedicated in July, 1874. Its cost was §26r),000, but it
was destroyed by fire, Nov. 26, 188:!. In February, 1887, a new structure was completed at a cost
of §150,000. Two normal courses of instruction
are given classical and scientific each extending over a period of four years. The conditions
of admission require that the pupil shall be 16
years of age, and shall possess the qualifications
enabling him to pass examination for a secondgrade teacher's certificate. Those unable to do so
may enter a preparatory department for six
months. Pupils who pledge themselves to teach
in the public schools, not less than half the time
of their attendance at the University, receive
free tuition with a small charge for incidentals,
while others pay a tuition fee. The number of
students in attendance for the year 1897-98 was

—

—

720, coming from forty-seven counties, chiefly in
the southern half of the State, with representatives from eight other States. The teaching
faculty for the same year consisted, besides the
President, of sixteen instructors in the various

departments, of whom
eleven gentlemen.

five

were

ladies

SOUTHERN PENITENTIARY, THE,

and

located

near Chester, on the Mississippi River. Its erection was rendered necessary bj' the overcrowding
(See Northern
of the Northern Penitentiary.
Penitentiary.) The law providing for its establishment required the Commissioners to select a
site convenient of access, adjacent to stone and
timber, and having a high elevation, with a never
In 1877, 122 acres were
purchased at Chester, and the erection of buildfailing supply of water.

ings commenced. The first approjiriation was of
By
.5200,000, and §300,000 was added in 1879.
5Iarch, 1878, 200 convicts were received, and
their labor was utilized in the completion of the

which are constructed upon approved
The prison receives convicts
sent from the southern ])ortion of the State, and
has accommodation for some 1,200 prisoners. In
connection with this penitentiary is an asylum
for insane convicts, the erection of which was
buildings,

modern

principles.

provided for by the Legislature in 1889.
SOUTH GROVE, a village of De Kalb County.

Population

(1890), 730.
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SPALDING, Jesse, manufacturer. Collector of
Customs and Street Railway President, was born
at Athens, Bradford County, Pa., April 15, 1833;

early

commenced lumbering on the Susquehanna,

and, at 23, began dealing on his own account. In
1857 he removed to Chicago, and soon after bought
the property of the New York Lumber Company

mouth of the Slenominee River in Wisconwhere, with different partners, and finally
on the business
of lumber manufacture on a large scale ever
since.
In 1881 he was appointed, by President
Arthur, Collector of the Port of Chicago, and, in
from President Harrison an
1889, received
appointment as one of the Government Directors
Mr. Spalding was
of the Union Pacific Railway.
a zealous supporter of the Government diiring
the War of the Rebellion and rendered valualjle
aid in the construction and equipment of Camp
Douglas and the barracks at Chicago for the
returning soldiers, receiving Auditor's warrants
in payment, when no funds in the State treasury
were available for the purpose. He was associated with William B. Ogden and others in the
project for connecting Green Bay and Sturgeon
Bay by a ship canal, which was completed in
1883, and, on the death of Mr. Ogden, succeeded
to the Presidency of the Canal Company, serving
until 1893, when the canal was turned over to the
General Government. He has also been identified
with many other public enterprises intimately
connected with the development and prosperity
of Chicago, and, in July, 1899, became President
of the Chicago Union Traction Company, having
control of the North and West Chicago Street
Railway Systems.
SPALDING, John Lancaster, Catholic Bishop,
was born in Lebanon, Ky., June 2, 1840; educated
in the United States and in Europe, ordained a
priest in the Catholic Church in 1863, and thereupon attached to the cathedral at Louisville, as
assistant.
In 1869 he organized a congregation
of colored people, and built for their use the
Church of St. Augustine, having been assigned
Soon afterwards he was
to that parish as pastor.
appointed Secretary to tlie Bishop and made
Chancellor of the Diocese. In 1873 he was transferred from Louisville to New York, where he
was attached to the missionary parish of St.
Michael's. He had, by this time, achieved no little
fame as a pulpit orator and lecturer. Wlien
the diocese of Peoria, 111., was created, in 1877, the
choice of the Pope fell upon him for the new see,
and he was consecrated Bishop, on May 1 of that
His
year, by Cardinal McCloskey at New York.

at tlie
sin,

practically alone, he has carried

HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.

494

administration has been characterized by both
energy and success. He has devoted much attention to the subject of emigration, and has brought
about the founding of many new settlements in
the far West. He was also largely instrumental
in bringing about the founding of the Catholic
University at Washington. He is a frequent
contributor to the reviews, and the author of a
number of religious works.
SPANISH INVASION OF ILLINOIS. In the

month of June, 1779, soon after the declaration
war between Spain and Great Britain, an expewas organized in Canada, to attack the

of

pursued the retreating invaders as far as the
Rock River, destroying many Indian villages on
the way. This movement on the part of the
British served as a pretext for an attempted reprisal, undertaken by the Spaniards, witli the aid
of a number of Cahokians, early in 1781. Starting
early in January, this latter expedition crossed
Illinois, with the design of attacking Fort St.
Joseph, at the head of Lake Michigan, which had
been captured from the English by Thomas Brady
and afterwards retaken. The Spaniards were commanded by Don Eugenic Pourre, and supported

dition

by a force of Cahokians and Indians.

Spanish posts along the Mississippi. Simultaneously, a force was to be dispatched from Pensacola against New Orleans, then commanded by
a young Spanish Colonel, Don Bernardo de
Galvez. Secret instructions had b^en sent to
British Commandants, all through the Western
country, to co-operate with both expeditions. De
Galvez, having learned of the scheme through
intercepted letters, resolved to forestall the attack
by becoming the assailant. At the head of a
force of G70 men, lie set out and captured Baton
Rouge, Fort Manchac and Natchez, almost without opposition. The British in Canada, being
ignorant of what had been going on in the South,
in February following dispatched a force from
Mackinac to support the expedition from Pensacola, and, incidentally, to subdue the American
Cahokia and Kaskaskia
rebels while en route.
were contemplated points of attack, as well as
the Spanish forts at St. Louis and St. Genevieve.
This movement was planned by Capt. Patrick
Sinclair, commandant at Mackinac, but Captain
Hesse was placed in charge of the expedition,
which numbered some 750 men, including a force
The
of Indians led by a chief named Wabasha.
British arrived before St. Louis, early on the
morning of May 26, 1780, taking the Spaniards
by surprise. Meanwhile Col. George Rogers
Clark, liaving been apprised of the project,
arrived at Cahokia from the falls of the Ohio,
twenty-four hours in advance of the attack, his
presence and readiness to co-operate with the
Spanish, no doubt, contributing to the defeat of
the expedition. The accounts of what followed
are conflicting, the number of killed on the St.
Louis shore being variously estimated from seven
or eight to sixty-eight the last being the esti-

was easily taken and the British flag replaced by
the ensign of Spain. The affair was regarded as
of but little moment, at the time, the post being
evacuated in a few days, and tlie Spaniards
returning to St. Louis. Yet it led to serious
international complications, and tlie "conquest"
was seriously urged by the Spanish ministrj' as
giving that country a right to the territory traversed.
This claim was supported by France
before the signing of tlie Treaty of Paris, but
was defeated, through the combined efforts of
Messrs. Jay, Franklin and Adams, the American
Commissioners in charge of the peace negotiations with England.

—

mate

of Capt. Sinclair in his official report.

All

the invading party was
Colonel Montgomery, who had been in command at Cahokia,
with a force of 350 and a party of Spanish allies,

agree,

however, that

forced to retreat in great haste.

The

fort

SPARKS,
legislator,

(Capt.) David R., manufactm-er and
was born near Lanesville, Ind., in
removed with his parents to Ma-

1823; in 1836,

coupin

Coimty,

111.

:

in 1847,

enlisted

for

the

Mexican War, crossing the plains to Santa Fe,
New Mexico. In 1850 he made the overland trip
to California, returning the next year by the
Isthmus of Panama. In 1855 lie engaged in the
railUng business at Staunton, Macoupin County,
but, in 18G0,

made a

third trip acrass the plains

in search of gold, taking a quartz-mill

which was

erected near where Central City, Colo., now is,
and which was the second steam-engine in that
region.
He returned home in time to vote for

Stephen A. Douglas for President, the same year,
but became a stalwart Republican, two weeks
later, when the advocates of secession began to
develop their policy after the election of Lincoln.
In 1861 he enlisted, under the call for .500,000 volunteers following the first battle of Bull Run, and
was commissioned a Captain in the Third Illinois
Cavalry (Col. Eugene A. Carr), serving two and a
half years, dm-ing which time he took part in
several hard-fought battles, and being present at
the fall of Vicksburg. At the end of his service
he became associated with his former partner in
the erection of a large flouring mill at I.iitchfield,
but, in 1869, the firm bought an extensive flour-
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ing mill at Alton, of which he became the principal owner in 1881, and which has since been
greatly enlarged and improved, until it is now one
of the most extensive establishments of its kind
in the State.
Capt. Sparks was elected to tlie

House
"97;

and to the State
serving in the sessions of ISOS and

of Representatives in 1888,

Senate in

was

1894,

also strongly supported as a candidate

for the Republican nomination for Congress in

SPARKS, William A. J., ex-Congressman, was
born near New Albany, Ind., Nov. 19, 1828, at 8
years of age was brought by his parents to Illinois, and shortly afterwards left an orphan.
Thrown on

his

own

resources, he

found work

upon a farm,

his attendance at the district
being limited to the winter months.

schools

he passed through McKendree College,
supporting himself, meanwhile, by teaching,
graduating in 18.50. He read law with Judge
Sidney Breese, and was admitted to the bar in
1851.
His first public ofRce was that of Receiver
of the Land Office at Edwardsville, to which he
was appointed by President Pierce in 1853, remaining until 1850, when he was chosen Presidential Elector on the Democratic ticket. The
same year he was elected to the lower house of
Later,

the General Assembly, and, in 1863-64, served in
the State Senate for the unexpired term of James
M. Rodgers, deceased. He was a delegate to the
National Democratic Convention in 1868, and a
Democratic Representative in Congress from 1875
to 1883. In 1885 lie was appointed, by President
Cleveland, Commissioner of the General Land

Washington, retiring, by resignation, in
His home is at Carlyle.
ST. GENEVIEVE RAILROAD.

OflSce in
1887.

SPARTA &

(See Centralia

&

Chester Railroad.)

SPEED, Joshua Fry, merchant, and intimate
Abraham Lincoln was educated in the

friend of

local schools

;

and at

St. Joseph'.s College,

Bards-

town, Ky.', after wliich he spent some time in a
wholesale nrercantile establishment in Louisville.
About 1835 he came to Springfield, 111., where he
engaged in the mercantile business, later becoming the intimate friend and associate of Abraham
Lincoln, to whom he offered the privilege of
sharing a room over his store, when Mr. Linc^oln

removed from New Salem to Springfield, in 1830.
Mr. Speed returned to Kentucky in 1843, but the
friendship with Mr. Lincoln, which was of a
most devoted character, continued until the
death of the latter. Having located in Jefferson
County, Ky., Mr. Speed was elected to the Legislature in 1848, but was never again willing to

May

1882.— James

an
older brother of the preceding, was a prominent
Unionist of Kentucky, and, after the war, a
Louisville,

1896.
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accept office, though often solicited to do so. In
1851 he removed to Louisville, where he acquired
a handsome fortune in the real-estate business.
On the breaking out of the rebellion in 1861, he
heartily embraced the cause of the Union, and.
during the war, was entrusted with many delicate and important duties in the interest of the
( tovernment, by Mr. Lincoln, whom he frequently
His death occurred at
visited in Washington.
29,

(Speed),

leading Republican of that State, serving as delegate to the National Republican Conventions of
1872 and 1876.
In 1864 he was appointed Attorney-General by Mr. Lincoln and served until 1806.

when he resigned on acco\int of disagreement
with President Johnson. He died in 1887, at the
age of 75 years.
SPOON RIVER, rises in Bureau County, flows
southward through Stark County into Peoria,
thence southwest through Knox, and to the south
and southeast, through Fulton County, entering
the Illinois River opposite Havana. It is about
150 miles long.

SPRINGER,

(Rev.)

Francis, D.D., educator

and Army Chaplain, born in Franklin County,
Pa., March 19, 1810; was left an orphan at an
early age, and educated at Pennsylvania College,
Gettysburg; entered the Lutheran ministry in
1836, and, in 1839, removed to Springfield, 111.,
where he preached and taught school; in 1847
became President of Ilillsboro College, which, in
1852, was removed to Springfield and became Illi-

now known as Concordia
Seminary. Later, he served for a time as Superintendent of Schools for the city of Springfield,
but, in September, 1861, resigned to accept the
Chaplaincy of the Tenth Illinois Cavalry by successive resignations and appointments, held the
positions of Chaplain of the First Arkansas Infantry (1863-64) and Post Chaplain at Fort Smitli,
Ark., serving in the latter position until April,
1867, when he was commissioned Chaplain of the
United States Army. This position he resigned
while stationed at Fort Harker, Kan.. August 23.
1867.
During a considerable part of liis incumbency as Chaplain at Fort Smith, he acted as
-A.gent of the Bureau of Refugees and Freedmen.
performing important service in caring for noncombatants rendered homeless by the vici.ssitudes
of war.
After the war he served, for a time, as
Superintendent of Schools for Montgomery
County, 111. was instrumental in the founding
of Carthage (111.) College, and was a member of
nois State University,

;

;

.
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its

Board of Control at the time of

was elected Chaplain of the

his death.

Illinois

House

He

same time, and the name "Calhoun" was given to

of

a section in the northwest quarter of the present
city this being the "hey-day" of the South
Carolina statesman's greatest popularity but
the change was not popularly accepted, and the
new name was soon dropped. It was incorporated as a town, April 3, 1832, and as a city, April
6, 1840; and re-incorporated, under the general,

Representatives at the session of the Thirty-fifth
General Assembly (1887), and Chaplain of the

Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons of
Illinois for two consecutive terms (1890-'93).
He was also member of the Stephi
No.

30,

G. A. R.

,

at Springfield,

and

Chaplain from January, 1884, to his death, which
occurred at Springfield, Oct. 31, 1893.
SPRINGER, William McKendree, ex-Congressman, Justice of United States Court, was born in
Sullivan County, Ind. May 30, 1836. In 1848 he
removed with his parents to Jacksonville, 111.,
was fitted for college in the public high school at
Jacksonville, imder the tuition of the late Dr.
Bateman, entered Illinois College, remaining
three years, when he removed to the Indiana
State University, graduating there in 1858. The
following year he was admitted to the bar and
commenced practice in Logan County, but soon
after removed to Springfield. He entered public
life as Secretary of the Constitutional Convention
of 1862. In 1871-73 he represented Sangamon
County in the Legislature, and, in 1874, was
elected to Congress from the Thirteenth Illinois
From that time until
District as a Democrat.
the close of the Fifty-third Congress (1895), he
served in Congress continuously, and was recognized as one of the leaders of his party on the
floor, being at the head of many important committees when that party was in the ascendancy,
and a candidate for the Democratic caucus nomination for Speaker, in 1893. In 1894 he was the
candidate of his party for Congress for the
eleventh time, but was defeated by his RepubIn 1895
lican opponent, James A. Connolly.
President Cleveland appointed him United
States District Judge for Indian Territory.
SPRINGFIELD, the State capital, and the
county-seat of Sangamon County, situated five
miles south of the Sangamon River and 185 miles
southwest of Chicago; is an important railway
The first settlement on the site of the
center.
present city was made by John Kelly in 1819.
On April 10, 1831, it was selected, by the first
Board of County Commissioners, as the temporary
county-seat of Sangamon Count3', the organization of which had been authorized by act of
the Legislature in January previous, and the
name Springfield was given to it. In 1823 the
selection was made permanent.
The latter year
the first sale of lands took place, the original site
being entered by Pascal P. Enos, Elijah lies and
Thomas Cox. The town was platted about the
,

—

—

1883.
It was made the State capital by
act of the Legislature, passed at the session of
which went into effect, July 4, 1889, and the

law in
1837,

Legislature

first

the

year.

latter

though there

is

convened there in December of

The general surface

flat,

is

rolling gi-ound to the west.

The

city has excellent water-works, a paid fire-depart-

ment, six banks, electric street railways, gas and
electric

lighting,

commodious

fine

hotels,

churches, numerous handsome residences, beautiful parks, thorough sewerage, and is one of the
best paved and handsomest cities in the State.
The city proper, in 1890, contained an area of four
square miles, but has since been enlarged by the

annexation of the

following

suburbs:

North

1891 West Springfield, Jan.
and South Springfield and the village of
4, 1898
Laurel, April 5, 1898. These additions give to

Springfield, April

7,

;

;

the present city an area of 5.84 square miles.
The population of the original city, according to
the census of 1880, was 19,743, and, in 1890, 34,963,
while that of the annexed suburbs, at the last
census, was 2,109— making a total of 29,072. The
latest school census (1898) showed a total population of 33,375 estimated population (1899),
35,000.
Besides the State House, the city has a
handsome United States Government Building
for United States Court and post-office purposes,
a county courthouse (the former State capitol),
a city hall and (State) Executive Mansion.
Springfield was the home of Abraham Lincoln.
His former residence has been donated to the

—

and

State,

beautiful

his tomb and monument are in the
Oak Ridge cemetery, adjofning the

is an important coal-mining
and has many important industries,
notably a watcli factory, rolling mills, and extensive manufactories of agricultural implements
and furniture. It is also the permanent location
of the State Fairs, for which extensive buildings
have been erected on the Fair Grounds north of
the city. There are three daily papers two
morning and one evening—published here, besides various other publications.

Springfield

city.

center,

—

SPRINGFIELD, EFFINGHAM & SOUTHEASTERN RAILROAD. (See St. Louis, Indianapolis

& Eastern Railroad.

)
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SPRINGFIELD & ILLINOIS SOUTHEAST-

ERN RAILROAD.

(See

Sotitltwesteni RtiHroad.

Baltimurc

A

Ohio

)

SPRINGFIELD & NORTHWESTERN RAILROAD. (See Chicago, Peoria & St Louis
Railroad of IlUnois.)

SPRING VALLEY, an

incorporated city in
at the intersection of the Chicago
Northwestern, tlie Chicago, Rock Island &
Pacific and the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy
Railways, 100 miles southwest of Chicago. It
lies in a coal-niiuing region and has important
manufacturing interests as well. It has a
national bank, with a capital of .$.jO,000, and
one daily and two weekly newspapers. Popula-

Bureau County,

&

tion (1890), 3,837.

ST.

AGATHA'S SCHOOL, an

institution for

young ladies, at Springfield, under the patronage
of the Bishop of the Episcopal Clmrch, incorporated in 1889. It has a faculty of eight teachers
giving instruction in the preparatory and higher
branches, including music and fine arts. It
reported fifty-five pupils in 1894, and real estate
valued at Sl.5,000.
ST. ALBAN'S ACADEMY, a boys' and young
men's school at Knoxville, 111., incorporated in
1896 under the auspices of the Episcopal Church
in 1898 had a faculty of seven teachers, with
forty-five pupils, and property valued at §61.100,
of

which

S.">4,000

was

real estate.

Instruction

is

given in the classical and
besides music and preparatory studies.
ST. ANNE, a village of Kankakee County, at
the crossing of the Chicago & Eastern Illinois and
the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis
Railways, 67 miles south of Chicago. The disThe town has a bank and a
trict is agricultural.
weekly newspaper. Population (1890), 718.
city
in Kane County, on Fo.x;
ST. CHARLES, a
River, and the point of intersection of the Chiand
the Chicago Great
&
Northwestern
cago
Western Railways. It is situated 38 miles west of
Elgin. The river
miles
south
of
and
8
Chicago
furnishes excellent water power, which is only
scientific branches,

Manufacturing is carried on
to some extent, and there is a large dairy interlies
on
both siiles of the Fox River,
The
city
est.
and has a number of handsome private resipartially utilized.

dences.

Population (1880), 1,533;

(1890), 1,690.

ST. CLAIR, Arthur, first Governor of the
Northwest Territory, was born of titled ancestry
at Thurso, Scotland, in 1T34: came to America in
1757 as an ensign, having purchased his commission, participated in the capture of Louisburg.

Canada, in

1758,

and fought under Wolfe at
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Pennsylvania,

he settled in

In 1764
Quebec.
where he amassed a moderate fortune, and became prominent in public affairs. He served with
distinction during the Revolutionary War, rising
to the rank of Major-General, and succeeding
General Gates in command at Ticonderoga, but,
later, was censured by Washington for his hasty
evacuation of the post, though finally vindicated
by a military court. His Revolutionary record,
however, was generally good, and even distinguished. He represented Pennsj'lvania in the
Continental Congress, and presided over that
body in 1787. He served as Governor of tlie
Northwest Territory (including the present State
As an executive
of Illinois) from 1789 to 1803.
he was not successful, being unpopular because
In November, 1791, heof his arbitrariness.
suffered a serious defeat by the Indians in the
In
valley between the Miami and the Wabash.
this campaign he was badly crijipled by the gout,
had
carried
on
litter
he
was
again
and
to be
a
vindicated by a Congressional investigation. His
first visit to the Illinois Country was made in
1790, wlien he organized St. Clair County, which
was named in his honor. In 1803 President Jefferson removed him from the governorslii|) of
Ohio Territory, of which he had continued to be
the Governor after its separation from Indiana
;

and

Illinois.

The remainder of

spent in comparative penury.

his

life

was

Shortly before his

was granted an annuity by the Pennsylvania Legislature and by Congress.
Died, at
Greensburg, Pa.. August 31, 1818.
decease, he

ST. CLAIR COUNTY, the first county organized within the territory comprised in the present State of Illinois
the whole region west
of the Ohio River having been first placed under

—

civil jurisdiction,

under the name of

"Illinois

County," by an act of the Virginia House of

few months
the capture of Kaskaskia by Col. George

Delegates, passed in October, 1778, a
after

Rogers Clark.
Rogers.)

St.

(See IlUnois; also Clark, George

Clair

County was

by an order of Gov. Arthur St

finally
Clair,

set off

on occa-

sion of his first visit to the "Illinois Country,"
in April, 1790 more than two years after his

—

of the duties of Governor of the
Northwest Territory, which then comprehended
the "Illinois Countrj-" as well as the whole

a.ssumption

region within the present States of Ohio, Indiana,

Michigan and Wisconsin. Governor St. Clair'.s
which bears date, April 37, 1790, defines
the boundaries of the new county which took
his own name— as follows:
"Beginning at the
mouth of the Little Michillimackanack River,

order,

—

—
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running thence southerly in a direct line to the
mouth of the little river above Fort Massac upon
the Ohio River thence with the said river to its
junction with the Mississippi; thence up the
Mississippi to the mouth of the Illinois, and so up
the Illinois River to the place of beginning, with
all the adjacent islands of said rivers, Illinois and
The "Little Michillimackanack,"'
Mississippi."
the initial point mentioned in this description
also variously spelled "Makina" and "Mackinaw," the latter being the name by which the
;

now known—empties

into the Illinois
the south side a few miles below
The boundaries
County.
Tazewell
Pekin, in
of St. Clair County, as given by Gov. St. Clair,
of the topogknowledge
imperfect
indicate the
raphy of the "Illinois Country" existing in
from
the mouth
drawn
south
line
that day, as a
of the Mackinaw River, instead of reaching the
followed
wovild
have
Massac,"
Fort
"above
Ohio

stream is
River on

the longitude of the present city of Springfield,
striking the Mississippi about the nortliwestern
corner of Jackson County, twenty-five miles west
of the mouth of the Ohio. The object of Governor St. Clair's order was. of course, to include
the settled portions of the Illinois Country in tlie
new county and, if it had had the effect intended,
the eastern border of the county would have followed a line some fifty miles farther eastward,
along the eastern border of Marion, Jefferson,
Franklin, Williamson and Johnson Counties,
reaching the Ohio River about the present site of
Metropolis City in Massac County, and embracing
about one-half of the area of the present State of
Illinois.
For all practical purposes it embraced
all the Illinois Country, as it included that portion in which the white settlements were located.
(See St. Clair, Artliur; also Illinois Country.)
The early records of St. Clair County are in the
;

French language its first settlers and its early
civilization were French, and the first church to
inculcate the doctrine of Christianity was the
Roman Catholic. The first proceedings in court
under the common law were had in 1796. The
first Justices of the Peace were appointed in 1807,
and, as there was no penitentiary, the wliippingpost and pillory played an important part in the
code of penalties, these punishments being impartially meted out as late as the time of Judge
;

(afterwards Governor) Reynolds, to "the lame, the
halt and the blind," for such offenses as the larceny of a silk handkerchief. -4t first three
places Cahokia, Prairie du Rocher and Kaskaskia were named as county-seats by Governor St.

—

—

Clair but Randolph Count)' having been
;

set off

in 1895, Cahokia

older county,
Belleville

was

became the county-seat

so

remaining

until 1813,

of the

when

selected as the seat of justice.

At

time it was a mere cornfield owned by
George Blair, although settlements had previously
been established in Ridge Prairie and at Badgley.
that

B. Thomas held his first court in a
was erected in
the same year, George E. Blair established a hostelry, Joseph Kerr opened a store,
and, in 1817, additional improvements were
inaugurated by Daniel Murray and others, from
Baltimore. John H. Dennis and the Mitchells
and Wests (from Virginia) settled soon afterward, becoming farmers and mechanics. Belleville was incorporated in 1819.
In 182.5 Governor
Edwards bought the large landed interests of
Etienne Personeau, a large French land-owner,
ordered a new survey of the town and infused fresh
life into its development. Settlers began to arrive
in large numbers, mainly Virginians, who brought
with them their slaves, the right to hold which
was, for many years, a fruitful and perennial
source of strife.
Emigrants from Germany
began to arrive at an early day, and now a large
proportion of the population of Belleville and St.
Clair County is made up of that nationality. The
county, as at present organized, lies on the western border of the south half of the State, immediately opposite St. Louis, and comprises some 680
square miles. Three-fourths of it are underlaid
by a vein of coal, six to eight feet thick, and
about one hundred feet below the surface. Con-

Judge Jesse

log-cabin, but a rude court house
1814, and,

siderable

wheat

is

raised.

The principal towns

are Belleville, East St. Louis, Lebanon and Jlascoutah. Population of the county (1880), 61,806;
(1890), 66,.571.

JOHN,

a village of Perry County, on the
Central Railway, two miles nortli of
Coal is mined and salt manufactured
Population, 49.5.
here.
ST. JOSEPH, a village of Champaign County,
on the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St.
Louis Railway, 10 miles east of Champaign.

ST.

Illinois

Duquoin.

Population,

.553.

ST. JOSEPH'S HOSPITAL, (Chicago), founded
by the Sisters of Charity. Having been de-

in 1860,

stroyed in the fire of 1871, it was rebuilt in the
following year. In 1893 it was reconstructed, enlarged and made thoroughly modern in its appointments. It can accommodate about 230 patients.
The Sisters attend to the nursing, and conduct the

domestic and financial affairs. The medical staff
comprises ten physicans and surgeons, among
whom are some of the most eminent in Chicago.
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ST. LOUIS,
(See Cliicago

&

ST. LOUIS,

ROAD.

A.

CHICAGO RAILROAD.

(See

St.

Louis.

Chicago

d-

St.

Paul

LOUIS,

ALTON & TERRE HAUTE

RAILOAD,

a corporation formerlj- operating an
extensive system of railroads in Illinois. The Terre
Haute & Alton Railroad Companj- (the original
corporation) was chartered in January, 1851,
work begun in 1852, and the main line from
Terre Haute to Alton (172.5 miles) completed,

March

1,

ST.

PAUL RAIL-

running from SpringGranite City, 111., (opposite St. Louis),
102.1 miles, with a branch from Lock Haven to
Grafton, 111., 8.4 miles total length of line in
Illinois, 110.5 miles.
The track is of standard
gauge, laid with 56 to 70-pound steel rails.
(History. ) The road was originally incorporated
under the name of the St. Louis, Jerseyville &
Springfield Railroad, built from Bates to Grafton
in 1882, and absorbed by the Wabash, St. Louis &
Pacific Railway Company was surrendered by the
receivers of the latter in 1886, and passed under
the control of the bond-holders, by whom it was
transferred to a corporation known as the St.
Louis & Central Illinois Railroad Company. In
June, 1887, the St. Louis, Alton & Springfield
Railroad Company was organized, with power to
liuild extensions from Nevi'bern to Alton, and
from Bates to Springfield, which was done. In
October, 1890, a receiver was appointed, followed
by a reorganization under the present name (St.
Louis, Chicago & St. Paul).
Default was made
on the interest and, in June following, it was
again placed in the hands of receivers, by whom
it was operated until 1898.
The total earnings
and income for the fiscal year 1897-98 were
§318.815,
operating expenses, $373,270; total
(Bluff Line), a line

field to

—

Railroad.)

ST.

CHICAGO &

ST. LOUIS,

ROAD,

Altun Bailiuad.

ALTOS & SPRINGFIELD RAIL-

1856.

The

Belleville

&

Illinoistown

branch (from Belleville to East St. Louis) was
chartered in 1852. and completed between the
points named in the title, in the fall of 1854.
This corporation secured authority to construct

an extension from Illinoistown (now East St.
Louis) to Alton, which was completed in October,
1856, giving the first railroad connection between
Alton & St. Louis. Simultaneously with this,
these two roads (the Terre Haute & Alton and
the Belleville & Illinoistown) were consolidated
under a single charter by special act of the Legislature in February, 1854, the consolidated line
taking the name of the Terre Haute, Alton & St.
Louis Railroad. Subsequently the road became
financially embarassed, Avas sold under foreclosure
and reorganized, in 1862, under the name of the
St. Louis, Alton & Terre Haute Railroad.
June
1, 1867, the main line (from Terre Haute to St.
Louis) was leased for niety-nine years to tlie
Indianapolis & St. Louis Railway Company (an
Indiana corporation) guaranteed by certain other
lines, but the lease was subsequently broken by
the insolvency of the lessee and some of the
guarantors. The Indianapolis & St. Louis went
into the hands of a receiver in 1882, and was sold
under foreclosure, in Jul}' of the same year, its
interest being absorbed bj- the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis Railway, by which
the main line is now operated. The properties
ofHcially reported as remaining in the hands of
the St. Louis, Alton & Terre Haute Railroad,
June 30, 1895. beside the Belleville Branch (14.40
miles), included the following leased and subsidiary lines: Belleville & Southern Illinois "Cairo
Short Line"' (56.40 miles); Belleville & Eldorado,
Belleville & Carondelet (17.30
(.50.20 miles):
miles); St. Louis Southern and branches (47.27
miles), and Chicago, St. Louis & Paducah Railway (53.50 miles). All these have been leased,
since the close of the fiscal year 1895, to the Illi(For sketches of these several
nois Central.
roads see headings of eacli.

—

;

capitalization,

was

in

S4,853,.526,

of

the form of stock and

which, §1,500.000

.51,235

000 in income

bonds.

ST.

LOUIS, INDIANAPOLIS A EASTERN

RAILROAD, a railroad line UO miles in length,
extending from Switz City, Ind., to Etfingham,
111.— 56 miles being within the State of Illinois.
It is of standard gauge and the track laid chiefly
with iron rails.— (History.) The orginal corporation was chartered in 1869 as the Springfield,
Effingham & Quincy Railway Company. It was
built as a narrow-gauge line by tlie Cincinnati,
EflSngham & Quincy Construction Company,
which went into the hands of a receiver in 1878.
The road was completed by the receiver in 1880,
and, in 1885, restored to the Construction Company by the discharge of the receiver. For a
short time it was operated in connection with
the Bloomfield Railroad of Indiana, but was
reorganized in 1886 as the Indiana & Illinois
Southern Railroad, and the gauge changed to
Having made default in the
payment of interest, it was sold under foreclosure
and purchased in the interest of the bondholders, by whom it was conveyed to the St.
Louis, Indianapolis & Eastern Railroad Company,
in whose name the line is operated.
Its business
.standard in 1887.

in 1890
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and chiefly local. The total earnings
in 1898 were $65..583 and the expenditures .'>69,113.
Its capital stock was .§740,900; bonded debt,

&

§978,000, other indebtedness increasing the total

South Railroad going out of existence. In
May, 1899, the St. Louis, Peoria & Northern was
& Alton Railroad
Company, to be operated as a short line between

capital investment to §1,816,736.

Peoria

is

limited,

JACKSONVILLE & CHICAGO

ST. LOUIS,

BAILROAD.

(See Chicngo d- Alton Railmnd.

)

JERSETVILLE & SPRINGFIELD

ST. LOUIS,

RAILROAD.

(See St. Louis, Chicago

& St.

Paul

ST. LOUIS,

MOUNT CARMEL & NEW

BANY RAILROAD.

AL-

(See Louisville, Evansville

& St.

Louis {Consolidated} Railroad.)
ST. LOUIS, PEORIA & NORTHERN RAIL-

WAT, known

as "Peoria Short Line," a corporation organized, Feb. 39, 1896, to take over and
Eastern,
unite the properties of the St. Louis

&

the St. Louis & Peoria and the North and South
Railways, and to extend the same due north
from Springfield to Peoria (60 miles), and thence
to Fulton or East Clinton, 111., on the Upper Mis-

The line extends from Springfield to
(84.46 miles), with trackage facilities
over the Chicago, Peoria & St. Louis Railroad
and the Merchants' Terminal Bridge (18 miles)
This road has been
to St. Louis.— (History.)
sissippi.

Glen Carbon

of three sections or divisions.

initial section of

the

name

Illinois,

&

St. Louis.

ROCK ISLAND & CHICAGO

ST. LOUIS,

RAILROAD.

(See Chicago, Burlington

The

(1)

the line was constructed under
& Chicago Railroad of

of the St. Louis

incorporated in 1885, and opened from
It passed
to Alhambra in 1887.

Mount Olive

&

Quinay

Ra ilroad.
ST. LOUIS SOUTHERN RAILROAD, a
)

running from Pinckneyville,

Railroad.)

made up

sold to the reorganized Chicago

111.,

line

via Murphys-

The company is also the
lessee of the Carbondale & Shawneetown Kailroad, extending from Carbondale to Marion, 17.5
miles total, 50.5 miles. The track is of standard
gauge and laid with 56 and 60-pound steel rails.
The company was organized in August, 1886, to
boro, to Carbondale.

—

succeed to the property of the St. Louis Coal Railroad (organized in 1879) and the St. Louis Central
Railway and was leased for 980 years from Dec.
1, 1886, to the St. Louis, Alton & Terre Haute
Railroad Company, at an annual rental equal to
thirty per cent of the gross earnings, with a minimum guarantee of §33,000, which is sufficient
to pay the interest on the first mortgage bonds.
During the year 1896 this line passed under lease
from the St. Louis, Alton & Terre Haute Railroad Company, into the hands of the Illinois
Central Railroad C'ompany.
;

ST, LOUIS, SPRINGFIELD & YINCENNES
RAILROAD COMPANY, a corporation organized
in July, 1899, to take over the property of the

&

Ohio Southwestern Railway in the
known as the Ohio & Mississippi

into the hands of a receiver, was sold under foreclosure in 1889, and reorganized, in 1890, as the St.

Baltimore

Louis & Peoria Railroad. The St. Louis & Eastern, chartered in 1889, built the line from Glen
Carbon to Marine, which was opened in 1893 the
following year, bought tlie St. Louis & Peoria
line, and, in 1895, constructed the link (8 miles)
between Alhambra and Marine. (3) The North
& South Railroad Company of Illinois, organized
in 1890, as successor to the St. Louis & Chicago
Railway Company, proceeded in the construction
of the line (50.46 miles) from Mt. Olive to Springfield, which was subsequently leased to the Chithe
cago, Peoria & St. Louis, then under

and the Springfield & Illinois Southeastern
Railways
the former extending from Vincennes, Ind., to East St. Louis, and the latter
from Beardstown to Shawneetown. The property was sold under foreclosure, at Cincinnati,
July 10, 1899, and transferred, for purposes of
reorganization, into the hands of tlie new cor-

;

management of the Jacksonville, Louisville & St.
Louis Railway. The latter corporation having
defaulted, the property passed into the hands of
By expiration of the lease in Decem-

a receiver.

ber, 1896, the

property reverted to the proprietary

Company, which took possession, Jan. 1, 1896.
The St. Louis & Southeastern then bought the
line outright, and it was incorporated as a part of
t

he

new

organization under the name of the St.
& Northern Railway, the North

Louis, Peoria

State of Illinois,

—

poration,

July

28,

1899.

several lines see Baltimore

(For history of the
& Ohio Southwestern

Railway.)

ST. LOUIS,

RAILROAD.

VANDALIA & TERRE HAUTE

This line extends from East St.
Louis eastward across the State, to the Indiana
State line, a distance of 158.3 miles. The Terre
Haute & Indianapolis Railroad Company is the
The track is single, of standard gauge,
lessee.
and laid with steel rails. The outstanding capital stock, in 1898, was §3,934,058, the bonded debt,
§4,496.000, and the floating debt, §218.480.— (History ) The St. Louis, Vandalia & Terre Haute
Railroad was chartered in 1865, opened in 1870
and leased to the Terre Haute & Indianapolis

IIISTOUICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.
Railroad, for itself and the Pittsburg;, Cincinuati,
Chicago & St. Louis Railroad.

ST.

LOUIS & CAIRO RAILROAD,

extend.s

from East St. Louis to Cairo, 111., It'll. 6 miles, with
a branch from Millstadt Junction to High Prairie,
y miles.
The track is of standard gauge and laid
(History.) The origisteel rails.
was granted to the Cairo & St. Louis
Railroad Compan}', Feb. 16, 1865, and the road
opened, March 1, 1875. Subsequently it passed
into the hands of a receiver, was sold under foreclosure, July 14, 1881, and was taken charge of
by a new company under its present name, Feb.
On Feb. 1, 1886, it was leased to the
1, 1883.
Mobile & Ohio Railroad Company for forty -ti\e
years, and now constitutes the Illinois Di\ision
of that line, giving it a connection with St.
Louis.
(See Mobile & Ohio Rciilway.)

mainly with
nal charter

ST. LOUIS

ROAD.

& CENTRAL ILLINOIS RAILLouis,

(See St.

Chicago

&

St.

Paid

Railroad.)

ST.

LOUIS & CHICAGO RAILROAD
(See

Illinois).

Maihcai/.

ST.

It

Northern

;

teen teacliers, giving instruction to 113 pupils.
The branches taught include the classics, the

music and preparatorj- studies.
The institution has a library of 3,200 volumes,
and owns property valued at §130,500, of which
sciences, fine arts,

§100,000

is real estate.

STAGER, Anson, soldier and Telegraph
intendent,

April

was born

20, 1835;

Peoria

Peoria

d-

d-

yorfhrni Eadicay.}
Xorthern Radiray.

LUKE'S HOSPITAL,

was chartered

(See

in

1865,

(See

)

located in Chicago.

its

incorporators, in

statement, substantially declaring
their object to be the establishment of a free hospital under the control of tlie Protestant Episcopal Church, which should be open to the

their initial

poor, without distinction of race or
The hospital was opened on a small scale,
but steadily increased until 1879, when re-incurporation was effected under the general law. In
1885 a new building was erected on land donated
for that purpose, at a cost exceeding §150,000,

afflicted

creed.

exclusive of §20,000 for furnisliing. ^Yhile its
primary object has been to afford accommodation, with medical and surgical care, gratuitously,
to the needy poor, the institution also provides a
considerable number of comfortable, well-furnished private rooms for patients who are able
for the same.
It contains an
amphitheater for surgical operations and clinics,
and has a free dispensary for out-patients. During the past few years important additions
have been made, the number of beds increased,
and provision made for a training school for
The medical staff (1896) consists of
nurses.
thirteen pliysicians and surgeons and two

and willing to pay

pathologists.

Super-

in Ontario County, N. Y.,

at 16 years of age entered the serv-

Henry O'Reilly, a printer who afterwards
bec:ame a pioneer in building telegraph lines, and
with whom he became associated in various enterprises of this character.
Having introduced
ice of

several improvements in the construction of batteries and the arrangement of wires, he was, in
1852, made General Superintendent of the principal lines in the West, and, on the organization of
the Western Union Company, was retained in

this position.

Earlj^ in the

entrusted with

LOUIS & PEORIA RAILWAY.

St. Lo»/.s,

ST.

A

)

LOUIS & EASTERN RAILROAD.

St. Lmii.'i.

ST.

Peoria

Loiiin,

St.

(of
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MARY'S SCHOOL,

a young ladies' seminary, under the patronage of the Episcopal
Church, at Knoxville, Knox County, 111. was
incorporated in 1858, in 1898 had a faculty of four-

ST.

tlie

Civil

management

War
of

lie

was

telegraph

Southern Ohio and along the Virginia
border, and, in October following, was appointed
General Superintendent of Government telegraphs, remaining in this position until September, 1868, his services being recognized in his
promotion to a brevet Brigadier-Generalship of
Volunteers. In 1869 General Stager returned to
Cliicago and, in addition to his duties as General
Superintendent, engaged in tlie promotion of a
number of enterprises connected with the manulines

in

facture

of
electrical
appliances and other
branches of the business. One of these was the
consolidation of the telephone companies, of
which he became President, as also of the Western Edison Electric Light Company, besides being
a Director in several other corporations. Died,
in Chicago. March 26, 1885.

STANDISH, John Van Ness, a lineal descendant
of Capt. Miles Standish, the Pilgrim leader, was
born at Woodstock, Vt., Feb. 26, 1825. His early
years were spent on a farm, but a love of knowledge and books became his ruling passion, and he
devoted several years to study, in the "Liberal
Institute" at Lebanon, X. H., finally graduating,
with the degree of A. B,, at Norwich University
1S47.
Later, he received the
degree of .V.M., in due course, from liis Alma
Mater in 1855; that of Ph.D. from Knox College,

in tlie class of

1883. of LL.D from St. Lawrence University
and from Norwich, in 1898. Dr. Standish
chose the profession of a teacher, and has spent

in

in 1893.

;
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over

years in its pursuit in connection with
private and public schools and the College, of
which more than forty years were as Professor and
President of I;ombard University at Galesburg.
He has also lectured and conducted Teachers'
Institutes all over the State, and, in 1859, was
elected President of the State Teachers' Association.
He made three visits to the Old World—
in 1879, '83-83, and '91 -OS— and, during his second
trip, traveled over 40,000 miles, visiting nearly
every country of Europe, including the "Land of
the Midnight Sun," besides Northern Africa
from the Mediterranean to the Desert of Sahara,
Egypt, Palestine, Syria and Asia Minor. A lover
of art, he has visited nearly all the principal
museums and picture galleries of the world. In
jjolitics he is a Republican, and, in opposition to
many college men, a firm believer in the doctrine
of protection. In religion, he is a Universalist.
STAPP, James T. I}., State Auditor, was born
in Woodford County, Ky.. April 13, 1804; at the
fifty

age of 13 accompanied his widowed mother to
Kaskaskia, 111., where she settled; before he was
20 years old, was employed as a clerk in the office
of the State Auditor, and, upon the resignation of
that officer, was appointed his successor, being
twice thereafter elected by the Legislature, serving nearly five years. He resigned the auditorship to accept tlie Presidency of the State Bank

which post lie filled for thirteen
years; acted 'as Aid-de-camp on Governor Reynolds staff in the Black Hawk War, and served
as Adjutant of the Third Illinois Volunteers dur-

at Vandalia,

ing the war with Mexico. President Taylor
appointed Mr. Stapp Receiver of the United
States Land Office at Vandalia, which office he
held during the Fillmore administration, resigning in 185.5. Two years later he removed to
Decatur, where he continued to reside until his
death in 1876. A handsome Methodist chapel,
erected by him in that city, bears his name.
STARK COUNTY, an interior county in tlie
northern half of the State, lying west of the Illinois River; has an area of 390 square miles. It
has a rich, alhivial soil, well watered by numerous small streams. The principal industries are
agricvilture and stock-raising, and the chief
towns are Toulon and Wyoming. The county
was erected from Putnam and Knox in 1839, and

named

in honor of General Stark, of Revolution-

The

ary fame.
Essex,

who

and gave

earliest

built a cabin

his

name

settler

was Isaac

on Spoon River, in

to a township.

B.

1838,

Of other

pio-

neer families, the Buswells, Smiths, Spencers and

^

came from New England the Thom;

Moores, Holgates, Fullers and Whittakers
from Pennsylvania; the Coxes from Ohio; the
Perrys and Parkers from Virginia the McClanahans from Kentucky the Hendersons from Tennessee the Lees and Hazens from New Jersey
the Halls from England, and the Turnbulls and
Olivers from Scotland. The pioneer church was
ases,

;

;

;

the Congregational at Toulon.

Population

(1880),

11,307; (1890), 9,983.

STAENE, Alexander,

Secretary of State and
State Treasurer, was born in Philadelphia, Pa.,
Nov. 31, 1813; in the spring of 1836 removed to
Illinois,

settling

at Griggsville,

Pike

County,

where he ojjened a general store. From 1839 to
'43 he served as Commissioner of Pike County,
and, in the latter year, was elected to the lower
house of the General Assembly, and re-elected in
1844.

Having, in the meanwhile, disposed of his

and removed to Pittsfield, he
was appointed, by Judge Purple, Clerk of the Circuit Court, and elected to the same office for four
years, when it was made elective.
In 1853 he
was elected Secretary of State, when he removed
store at Griggsville

Springfield, returning to Griggsville at the
expiration of his term in IS.")™, to assume the
Presidency of the old Hannibal and Naples Railroad (now a part of the Wabasli system). He

to

represented Pike and

Brown Counfies

stitutional Convention of 1863,

was

elected

State

in the

Con-

and the same year

Treasurer.

He thereupon

again removed to Springfield, where he resided
until his death, being, with his sons, extensively
engaged in coal mining. In 1870, and again in
1873, he was elected State Senator from Sangamon County. Died, at Springfield, Marcli 31,
1886.

STARVED ROCK, a celebrated rock or cliff on
the south side of Illinois River, in La Salle
County, upon which the French explorer. La
Salle, and his lieutenant, Tonty, erected a fort in
It was
1683, which they named Fort St. Louis.
one mile north of the supposed location of the
Indian village of La Vantum, the metropolis, so
to speak, of the Illinois Indians about the time of
the arrival of the first French explorers. The
population of tliis village, in 1680, according to
Father Membre, was some seven or eight thouBoth La Vantum and Fort St. Louis were
sand.
repeatedly attacked by the Iroquois. The Illinois
were temporarily driven from La Vantum, but
the French, for the time being, successfully
fortification.
In 1703 the fort was
abandoned as a military post, but continued to
be used as a French trading-post until 1718,
when it was burned bv Indians. The Illinois

defended their
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were not again molested until 1723, when the
Foxes made an unsuccessful attack upon them.

The

larger portion of the tribe, however, resolved

to cast in their fortunes with other tribes on the
Mississippi River. Those who remained fell an

easy prey to the foes by whom thej' were surrounded. In 1769 they were attacked from the
north by tribes who desired to avenge the murder
of Pontiac* Finding themselves hard pressed,
they betook themselves to the bluff where Fort
Here they were
St. liOuis had formerly stood.
besieged for twelve days, when, destitute of food
or water, they made a gallant but hopeless sortie.
According to a tradition handed down among the
Indians, all were massacred bj- the besiegers in
an attempt to escape by night, except one halfbreed, who succeeded in evading his pursuers.
This sanguinary catastrophe has given the rock
Elmer Baldwin, in his History
its popular name.
of La Salle County (1877), says: "The bones of
the victims lay scattered about the cliff in profusion after the settlement by tlie whites, and
are still found mingled plentifully with the soil."
(See La Salle. Hubert Carelier; Tonty: Furl St.
Louis.)

STATE
lation,

1}A>"K

having

OF ILLIXOIS. The first legis-

for its object the establishment of

a bank within the

territory

which now

consti-

tutes the State of Illinois, was the passage, by the
Territorial Legislature of 1816, of an act incor-

porating the "Bank of Illinois at Shawneetown,
with branches at Edwardsville and Kaskaskia."
In tlie Second General Assembly of tlie State
(1820) an act was passed, over tlie Governor's
veto and in defiance of the adverse judgment of
the Council of Revision, establishing a State
Bank at Vandalia with brancl^es at Shawneetown,
Edwardsville, and Brownsville in Jackson County.
This was, in effect, a recluirtering of the banks at
Shawneetown and Eilwardsville. So far as the
former is concerned, it seems to have been well
managed but the official conduct of the officers
of the latter, on the basis of charges made by
Governor Edwards in is2li. was made the .subject
of a legislative investigation, which (although it
resulted in nothing) seems to have had some
basis of fact, in view of the losses finallj- sustained in winding up its affairs that of the Gen;

—

eral

Government amounting

to 854,000.

Grave

charges were made in this connection against
men wlio were then, or afterwards became,
prominent in State affairs, including one Justice
tif the Supreme Court and one
(still later) a
The experiment was disIgnited States Senator.
astrous, as. ten vears later (1831), it was found

necessary for the State to incur a debt of S100,0(K)
redeem the outstanding circulation. Influ-

to

enced, however, by the popular demand for an
increase in the "circulating medium," the State
its experiment of becoming a stockholder in banks managed by its citizens, and
accordingly we find it, in 1835, legislating in the
same direction for the establisliing of a central
"Bank of Illinois" at Springfield, with branches
at other points as might be reiiuired, not to exceed six in number. One of these branches was
established at Vandalia and another at Chicago,
furnishing the first banking institution of the
latter city.
Two years later, wlien the State was
entering upon its scheme of internal improvement, laws were enacted increasing the capital
stock of these banks to .$4,000,000 in the aggreFollowing the example of similar institugate.
tions elsewhere, they suspended specie payments
a few months later, but were protected by "stay
laws" and other devices until 1842, when, the
internal improvement scheme having been finallj
abandoned, they fell in general collapse. The
State ceased to be a stock-holder in 1843, and the
banks were put in course of liquidation, though
it required several years, and the enactment of
various laws, to complete the work.
STATE CAPITALS. The first State capital of
Illinois was Kaskaskia, where the first Territorial
Legislature convened, Nov. 25, 1812. At that
time there were but five counties in the State
St. Clair and Randolph being the most important,
and Kaskaskia being the county-seat of the
Illinois was admitted into the Union as a
latter.
State in 1818, and the first Constitution provided
that the seat of government sliould remain at

continued

Kaskaskia until removed by legislative enactment. That instrument, liowever, made it obligatory upon the Legislature, at its first session,
to petition Congress for a grant of not more than
foiu- sections of land, on which should be erected
a town, which should remain the seat of government for twenty years. The petition was duly
presented and granted and, in accordance \vith
tlie power granted by the Constitution, a Board
of five Commissioners selected tlie site of the
present city of Vandalia, then a point in the
wilderness, twenty miles north of any settlement. But so great was the faith of speculators
;

in the future of the jiroposed city, that

were soon

selling at §100 to §780 each.

town lots
The Com-

missioners, in obedience to law, erected a plain

—

two-story frame building scarcely more than a
commodious slianty^to which the State offices
were removed in December, 1820. This building
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was burned, Dec.
erected in

9,

its place.

1833,

and a brick structure

Later,

when the question

of

a second removal of the capital began to be agitated, the citizens of Vandalia assumed the risk
of erecting a new, brick State House, costing
Of this amount $6,000 was reimbursed
$16,000.
by the Governor from the contingent fund, and
the balance ($10,000) was appropriated in 1837,
when the seat of government was removed to
Springfield, by vote of the Tenth General Assembly on the fourtli ballot. The other places receiving the principal vote at the time of the removal
were Jacksonville, Vandalia,
to Springfield,

—

Peoria, Alton and lUiopolis Springfield receiving the largest vote at each ballot. The law
removing the capital appropriated $50,000 from

the State Treasury, provided that a like amount
should be raised by private subscription and
guaranteed by bond, and that at least two acres
of land should be donated as a site. Two State
Houses have been erected at Springfield, the first
cost of the present one (including furnishing)

having been a

Abraham

little

in

excess

of

$4,000,000.

who was a member

the
Legislature from Sangamon County at the time,
was an influential factor in securing the removal
of the capital to Springfield.
STATE DEBT. The State debt, which proved
so formidable a burden upon the State of Illinois
for a generation, and, for a part of that period,
seriously checked its prosperity, was the direct
outgrowth of the internal improvement scheme
entered upon in 1837. (See Internal Improvement
At the time this enterprise was underPolicy. )
taken the aggregate debt of the State was less
than $400,000 accumulated within the preceding
Two years later (1838) it had increased
six years.
to over $6,500,000, while the total valuation of
real and personal property, for the purposes of
taxation, was less than $60,000,000, and the aggregate receipts of the State treasury, for the same
At the
year, amounted to less than $150,000.
same time, the disbursements, for the support of
the State Government alone, had grown to more
than twice the receipts. This disparity continued
until the declining credit of the State forced upon
the managers of public aff'airs an involuntary
economy, when the means could no longer be
secured for more lavish expenditures. The first
bonds issued at the inception of the internal
improvement scheme sold at a premium of 5 per
cent, but rapidly declined until they were hawked
in the markets of New York and London at a discount, in some cases falling into the hands of
brokers who failed before completing their conLincoln,

—

of

tracts, thus causing a direct loss to the State.
If
the internal improvement scheme was ill-advised,
the time chosen to carry it into effect was most
unfortunate, as it came simultaneously with the
panic of 1837, rendering the disaster all the more
complete. Of the various works undertaken by
the State, only the Illinois & Michigan Canal
brought a return, all the others resulting in more
or less complete loss. The internal improvement
scheme was abandoned in 1839-40, but not until
State bbnds exceeding $13,000,000 had been
issued.
For two years longer the State struggled
with its embarrassments, increased by the failure
of the State Bank in February, 1843, and, by that
of the Bank of Illinois at Shawneetown, a few
months later, with the proceeds of more than two
and a half millions of the State's bonds in their

Thus left without credit, or means
even of paying the accruing interest, there were
those who regarded the State as hopelessly bankrupt, and advocated repudiation as the only
possession.

escape. Better counsels prevailed, howthe Constitution of 1848 put the State on a
economy in the matter of salaries
and general expenditures, with restrictions upon
the Legislature in reference to incurring indebtedness, while the beneficent "two-mill tax"
gave assurance to its creditors that its debts
would be paid. While the grovi'th of the State,
in wealth and population, had previously been
checked by the fear of excessive taxation, it now

means of
ever

;

basis of strict

entered upon a new career of prosperity, in spite
its burdens— its increase in population, between 1850 and 1860, amounting to over 100 per
cent. The movement of the State debt after 1840
when the internal improvement scheme was
abandoned — chiefly by accretions of unpaid interof

—

est,

has been estimated as follows:

1843, $15,-

637,950; 1844, $14,633,969; 1846, $16,389,817; 1848.
It reached its maximum in 1853—

$16,661,795.

the

first

year of Governor Matteson's administra-

— when

it was officially reported at $16,734,At this time the work of extinguishment
began, and was prosecuted under successive

tion
177.

administrations, except during the war, when
the vast expense incurred in sending troops to
the field caused an increase. During Governor
Bissell's administration, the reduction amounted
to over $3,000,000; during Oglesby's, to over five
and a quarter million, besides two and a quarter
million paid on interest. In 1880 the debt had
been reduced to $381,059.11, and, before the close
of 1883, it had been entirely extinguished, excejit
a balance of $18,500 in bonds, which, having lieen
called in years previously and never presented for
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payment, are supposed to have been

lost.

Macali^itcr and SUbbin.-i Bonds.)
STATE tiUARDl.VXS FOR (JlRLS, a bureau
organized for the care of female juvenile delin-

quents, by act of June

1893.

2,

The Board

Public Instruction, ex-officio. The object of the
University, as defined in the organizing law, is

and confirmed by the Senate, and who constitute a body politic and corporate. Not more than
two of the members maj' reside in the same Congressional District and, of the seven members,
four must be women.
(See also Home for Female
Juvenile Offenders.) The term of office is si.x

to qualifj- teachers for the public schools of the

and the course of instruction to be given
embraces "the art of teaching, and all branches
which pertain to a common-school education in
State,

;

the elements of the natural scieni'es, including
agricultural chemistry, animal and vegetable
physiology: in the fundamental laws of the

years.

STATE NORMAL UMVERSITY,

an institu

education of teachers, organized
under an act of the General Assembly, pas.sed
Feb. 18, 1857. This act placed the work of
organization in the hands of a board of fifteen
tion

for the

"The Board of Educathe State of Illinois." and was constituted

persons,
tion of

which was

.styled

as follows: C. B. Denio of Jo Daviess County;
Simeon Wright of Lee Daniel Wilkins of McLean Charles E. Hovey of Peoria George P. Rex
;

;

of Pike;

;

Samuel W. Moulton of Shelby; John

;

;

of seven members, nominated by the Executive

;

;

;

consists

STATE HOUSE, located at Springfield. Its
construction was begun under an act passeil by
the Legislature in February, 1807, and completed
in 1887.
It stands in a park of about eight acres,
donated to the State by the citizens of Springfield.
A provision of the State Constitution of
1870 prohibited the expenditure of any sum in
excess of .$3,r)00,000 in the erection and furnishing
of the building, without previous approval of such
additional expenditure by the people. This
amount proving insulficient, the Legislature, at
its session of 188.5, passed an act making an additional appropriation of .$.531. 7r3, which having
been approved by popular vote at the general
election of 1886, the expenditure was made and
the capitol completed during the following year,
thus raising the total cost of construction and furnishing to a little in excess of .$4,000,000. The
building is cruciform as to its ground plan, and
classic in its style of architecture its extreme
dimensions (including porticoes), from north [to
south, being 379 feet, and, from east to west, 286
The walls are of dressed Joliet limestone,
feet.
while the porticoes, which are spacious and
lofty, are of sandstone, supported by iiolished
columns of gray granite. The three stories of
the building are surmounted by a Mansard roof,
with two turrets and a central dome of stately
dimensions. Its extreme height, to the tt)p of
the iron flag-staff, which rises from a lantern
springing from the dome, is 364 feet.

oU5

George Bunsen of St. Clair
Wesley Sloan of Pope; Ninian W. Edwards of
Sangamon John R. Eden of Moultrie FlaveL
Moseley and William Wells of Cook Albert R.
Shannon of White; and the Superintendent of
Gillespie of Jasper

(See

United States and of the State of Illinois in
regard to the rights and duties of citizens, and
such other studies as the Board of Education may,
from time to time, prescribe." Various cities
competed for the location of the institution,
Bloomington being finally selected, its bid, including 160 acres of land, being estimated as
.

The corner-stone was
on September 39, 1857, and the first building
was ready for permanent occupancy in September, 1860.
Previously, however, it had been
sufficiently advanced to permit of its being used,
and the first commencement exercises were held
on June 29 of the latter year. Three years
earlier, the academic department had been organized under the charge of Charles E. Hovey.
The
first cost, including furniture, etc., was not far
from $200,000. Gratuitous instruction is given to
two pupils from each county, and to three from
each Senatorial District. The departments are
Grammar school, high school, normal department
and model school, all of which are overcrowded.
The whole number of students in attendance on

equivalent to §141,725.
laid

the institution during the school year, 1807-98,
was 1,197, of whom 891 were in the normal

department and 306 in the practice school department, including representatives from 86 counwith a few pupils from other
States on the payment of tuition.
The teaehin;;

ties of the State,

faculty (including the President

and Librarian)
same year, was made up of twenty-si.v
members —twelve ladies and fourteen gentlemen.
The expenditures for the year 1897-98 aggregated
for the

S47.626.92, against §66, .528. 69 for 1896-97.

Nearly
the amount expended during the latter
year was on account of the con.struction of a

§22,(100 of

gymnasium

building.

STATE PROPERTY. The United States Cen
sus of 1890 gave the value of real and personal
property belonging to the State as follows: Pul>
lie

lands,

§328,000;

buildings, §22,164,000;

mis-

.
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property, §3,650,000— total, $35,142,000.
land may be subdivided thus Camp-grounds
1

The

:

of the Illinois National

Guard near

Springfield

1885-87; John
R.
Tanner, 1887-89;
Charles
Becker, 1889-91; Edward S. Wilson, 1891-93;
Rufus N. Ramsay, 1893-95; Henry Wulff, 1895-97;

(donated), $40,000; Illinois and Michigan Canal,

Henry

$168,000; Illinois University

1899-

lands,

in

Illinois

(donated by the General Government), $41,000. in
Minnesota (similarly donated), $79,000. The
buildings comprise those connected with the
charitable, penal and educational institutions of
tlie State, besides the State Arsenal, two buildings for the use of the Appellate Courts (at
Ottawa and Mount Vernon), the State House,
the Executive Mansion, and locks and dams
erected at Henry and Copperas Creek. Of the
miscellaneous property, $130,000 represents tlie
equipment of tlie Illinois National Guard $l,9.o9,000 the value of the movable property of public
buildings: S-WO.OOO the endowment fund of the
University of Illinois; and $21,000 the movable
property of the Illinois & Michigan Canal. The
figures given relative to the value of the public
buildings include only the first appropriations
for their erection.
Considerable sums have
since been e-\peiule<l upon some of them in repairs,
;

enlargements und improvements.

STATE TREASURERS. The

only Treasurer

of Illinois during the Territorial period was John
Thomas, who served from 1813 to 1818, and

became the first incumbent under the State
Government. Under the Constitution of 1818
the Treasurer was elected, biennially, by joint vote
of the two Houses of the General Assembly bjthe Constitution of 1848, this officer was made
elective by the jjeople for the same period, witliout limitations as to number of terms under tlie
Constitution of 1870, the manner of election and
duration of term are unchanged, but the incumbent is ineligible to re-election, for two years
from expiration of the term for which he may
have been chosen. The following is a list of the
State Treasurers, from the date of the admission
of the State into the Union down to the present
time (1899), with the date and duration of the
term of each: John Thomas, 1818-19; Robert K.
;

;

McLaughlin,

1819-33;

James

1827-31;

Hall,

Abner Field,
John Dement,

1823-37;

1831-36;

Charles Gregory, 1836-37; John D. Whiteside,
1837-41; Milton Carpenter, 1841-48; John Moore,
1848-57;

James

Miller,

1857-59;

William Butler,

18.J9-63; Alexander Starne, 1863-65; James H.
Beveridge, 1865-67; George W. Smith, 1867-69;
Eiastus N. Bates, 1869-73; Edward Rutz, 1873-75;
Thomas S. Ridgway, 1875-77; Edward Rutz,
1877-79; John C. Smith. 1879-81; Edward Rutz,
John C. Smith, 1883-85; Jacob Gross,

L. Hertz, 1897-99; Floyd K. Whittemore,

STAUNTON,

a village in the southeast corner

Macoupin County, on the Chicago, Peoria &
Louis and the Wabash Railways is 36 miles
northeast of St. Louis, and 14 miles south-southwest of Litchfield. Agriculture and coal-mining
of

St.

;

the industries of the surrounding region.
Staunton has a private bank, five churches and a
weekly new.spaper. Population (1880), 1,3.58;
are

(1890), 3,309.

STEEL PRODUCTION.

In the manufacture

of steel, Illinois has long ranked as the second

State in the Union in the

amount

of its output,
and, during the period between 1880 and 1890,
the increase in production was 241 per cent. In
1880 there

were but

six steel

works in the State;

had increased to fourteen and the
liroduction of steel of all kinds (in tons of 3,000
in 1890 these

;

pounds) had risen from 354,569 tons to 868,250.
Of the 3,837,039 tons of Bessemer steel ingots, or
direct castings, produced in the United States in
1890, 22 per cent were turned out in Illinois,
nearly all the steel produced in the State being
made by that process. From the tonnage of
ingots, as given above, Illinois produced 622,360
pounds of steel rails, more than 30 per cent of
the aggregate for the entire country. This fact
is noteworthy, inasmuch as the competition in
the manufacture of Bessemer steel rails, since
1880, has been so great that man3' rail mills have
converted their steel into forms other than rails,
experience having proved their production to
any considerable extent, during the past few
years, unprofitable except in works favorably
located for obtaining cheap raw material, or
operated under the latest and most approved
methods of manufacture. Open-hearth steel is
no longer made in Illinois, but the manufacture
of crucible steel is slightly increasing, the output in 1890 being 445 tons, as against 130 in 1880.
For purposes requiring special grades of steel the
product of the crucible process will be always
in demand, but the high cost of manufacture
prevents it, in a majority of instances, from
successfully competing in price with the other
processes mentioned.
STEPHENSON, Benjamin, pioneer and early

—

came to Illinois frorn Kentucky in
and was appointed the first Sheriff of
Randolph County by Governor Edwards under
the Territorial Government; afterwards served
politician,
1809,
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as a Colonel of lUiuois militia during the War of
1S12; represented Illinois Territory as Delegate
in Congress, lfSU-16, and. on his retirement from
Congress, became Register of the Land Oflice at
Edwardsville. finally dying at Edwardsville Col.

—

James W. (Stephenson), a son of the preceding,
was a soldier during the Black Hawk War, afterwards became a prominent politician in the northwestern part of the State, served as Register of
the Land Office at Galena and, in XKiH. received
the Democratic nomination for (iovernor. but
withdrew before the election
STEPHE>'SO>', (Dr.) Benjamin Franklin,
physician and soldier, was born in Wayne

County.

111.,

parents, in

Oct. 30, 18i2,

182,";,

to

and accompanied

bis

Sangamon County, where the

W.

Kellogg,

who

took Kirker's place, built

a

more pretentious dwelling and became the first
permanent settler. Later came William Waddams, the Montagues, Baker, Kilpatrick, Preston,
the Goddards, and others whose names are linked
with the county's early history. The first house
in Freeport was built by William Baker. Organization was effected in 1837. the total poll being
eighty-four votes. The earliest teacher was Nelson Martin, who is said to have taught a school
of some twelve pupils, in a house which stood on
Populathe site of the present city of Freeport.
tion (1880), 31,963;

STERLING,

(1890)', 31,338.

a flourishing

city

on the north

bank of the Rock River, in Whiteside County,
west of Chicago, 29 miles east of Clin-

109 miles

graduating from Rush Medical College. Chicago,
in 18.')0.
He began practice at Petersburg, but,
in April, 1862, was mustered into the volunteer
army as Surgeon of the Fourteenth Illinois
After a little over two years .service he
Infantr}-.
was niustered out in June. 18fi4, when he took up
his residence in Springfield, and. for a year, was
engaged in the drug business there. In 186.5 he

.52 miles east-northea.st of Rock
has ample railway facilities, furnished by the Chicago, Burlington & Quiucy and
tlie Chicago & Northwestern Railroads.
It contains fourteen churches, two opera houses, a
high school, a free librarj-, a national and two
jirivate banks, four new.spaper oflices, (of which
two issue daily editions) and a .school- liouse costing §80,000. It has fine water-power, and is an
important manufacturing center, its works turning out agricultural implements, carriages, school

resumed professional practice. He lacked tenacity i)f purpose, however, was indifferent to monej'.
and always willing to give his own services and

tillery,

family settled. His early educational advantages
were meager, and he did not study his profession
(medicine) until after reacliing

his

majority,

orders for medicine to the poor. Hence, his pracHe was one of the leaders
tice was not lucrative.
in the organization of the

Grand Army

of llie

ton, Iowa,

Island.

furniture, burial caskets, jiumps, sash-doors, etc.

ing

scenery.

.5.824.

August

self to

30, 1871.

STEPHENSON

COUNTY,

a

nortbwe.stern

county, with an area of .560 square miles. Tlie
Fruitsoil is rich, productive and well timbered.
culture and stock-raising are among the chief
Not until 1827 did the aborigines quit
industries.
the locality, and the county was organized, ten
years later, and named for Gen. Benjamin
Stephenson. A man named Kirker, who had
Ijeen in the employment of Colonel Gratiot as a
lead-miner, near Galena, is said to have built the
first cabin within the present limits of what was
calleil Burr Oak Grove, and .set himself up as an
Indian-trader in 182G, but only remained a sliort
time. He was followed, the next year, by Oliver

contains four flouring mills, a large dis-

It also

the Sterling Iron Works, besides foundries
and machine shops. The river here affords
abundant water power, and flows through charm-

Republic (whioli see), in connection with which
he is most widely known but his services in its
cause failed to receive, during bis lifetime, the
recognition which they deserved, nor did the
organization promptly flourish, as he had hoped.
He finally returned with his family to Petersburg. Died, at Rock Creek, Jlenard, County, 111.,
;

and

It

Population

STEVENS, Bradford

(1880).

,5,087;

(1890),

K., ex-Congressman,

was

born at Boscawen (afterwards Webster), N. H.,
After attending .schools in New
Jan. 3, 1813.

Hampshire and

at Montreal,

mouth

graduating therefrom in

College,

During the

York

lie

entered Dart-

six years following, he devoted

183,5.

him-

teaching, at Hopkinsville, Ky., and New
City.
In 1843 he removed to Bureau

County,

where he became a merchant and
In 1868 he was chairman of the Board

111.,

farmer.

was elected to Conan Independent Democrat, for the Fifth

of Supervisors, and, in 1870,
gress, as

District.

STEVENSON, AdIai E., ex-Vice-President of
the United States, was born in Christian County,
Ky., Oct. 23, 183.5. In 18.52 he removed with his
parents to Bloomington. McLean County. 111.,
where the family settled; was educated at the
Wesleyan University and at Centre Colwas admitted to the bar in 1H.58 and
began practice at Metamora, Woodf >rd County.

Illinois

lege, Ky..
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where he was Master

in Chancery, 1861-65,

and

In 1864 he was candidate for Presidential Elector on the Democratic
ticket.
In 1869 he returned to Bloomington,
where he has since resided. In 1874, and again
in 1876, he was an unsuccessful candidate of his
party for Congress, but was elected as a GreenState's Attorney, 1865-69.

back Democrat in 1878, thougli defeated in 1880
and 1883. In 1877 he was appointed by President
Hayes a member of the Board of Visitors to
West Point. During the first administration of
President Cleveland (1885-89) he was First Assistant Postmaster General; was a member of the
National Democratic Conventions of 1884 and
1892, being Chairman of the Illinois delegation
the latter year. In 1893 he received his party's
nomination for the Vice-Presidency, and was
elected to that office, serving until 1897. Since
retiring from office he has resumed his residence
at Bloomington.
STEWARD, Lewis, manufacturer and former
Congressman, was born in Wayne County, Pa.,
Nov. 20, 1824, and received a common school
education. At the age of 14 he accompanied his
parents to Kendall County, 111., where he afterwards resided, being engaged in farming and the

implements at
Piano. He studied law but never practiced. In
1876 he was an unsuccessful candidate for Governor on the Democratic ticket, being defeated
by Shelby M. Cullom. In 1890 the Democrats of
the Eighth Illinois District elected him to ConIn 1892 he was again a candidate, but was
gress.
defeated by his Republican opponent, Robert A.
Childs, by the narrow margin of 27 votes, and.
In 1894, was again defeated, this time being pitted
against Albert J. Hojikins. Mr. Steward died at
his home at Piano, August 26, 1896.
STEWARDSON, a town of Shelby County, at
the intersection of the Toledo, St. Louis & Kansas City Railway with the Altamont branch of
the Wabash, 13 miles southeast of Shelby ville;
is in a grain and lumber region; has a bank and
a weekly jjaper. Population, 617.
STICKNEY, William H., pioneer lawyer, was
born in Baltimore, Md. Nov. 9, 1809, studied law
and was admitted to the bar at Cincinnati in
1831, and, in Illinois in 1834, being at that time a
resident of Shawneetown; was elected States
Attorney by the Legislature, in 1839, for the circuit embracing some fourteen counties in the
southern and southeastern part of the State for
a time also, about 1835-36, officiated as editor of
"The Gallatin Democrat," and "The Illinois
Advertiser, " published at Shawneetown. In 1846

manufacture

of

agricultural

,

;

Mr. Stickney was elected to the lower branch of
the General Assembly from Gallatin County, and,
twenty-eight years later having come to Chicago in 1848 to the same body from Cook
County, serving in the somewhat famous Twentyninth Assembly. He also held the office of

—

—

Police Justice for

onward.

He

some thirteen years, from 1860
an advanced age,, dying in

lived to

Chicago, Feb. 14, 1898, being at the time the
oldest surviving member of the Chicago bar.
STILES, Isaac Newton, lawyer and soldier,
born at Suffield, Conn., July 16, 1833; was admitted to the bar at Lafayette, Ind., in 185."),
became Prosecuting Attorney, a member of the
Legislature and an effective speaker in the Fremont campaign of 1856 enlisted as a private soldier at the beginning of the war, went to the
;

Adjutant, was captured at Malvern Hill,
and, after six weeks" confinement in Libby
was
prison, exchanged and returned to duty
promoted Major, Lieutenant-Colonel and Colonel,
for
meritorious
and brevetted Brigadier-General
After the war he practiced his professervice.
sion in Chicago, though almost totally blind.
field as

;

Died, Jan.

18, 1895.

STILLMAN,

Steplien,

first

State Senator from

Sangamon County, 111., was a native of Massachusetts who came, with his widowed mother, to
Sangamon County in 1830, and settled near
WilUamsville, where he became the first Postmaster in the first postofiice in the State north of
In 1832, Mr. Stillman was
State Senator from Sangamon
County, serving four years, and, at his first session,
being one of the opponents of the pro-slavery
the

Sangamon

elected as the

River.

first

Convention resolution.
where between 1835 and

He died,

STILLMAN VALLEY,

in Peoria,

some-

1840.

a village

and railway

station in Ogle County, on the Chicago

&

Great

Western and the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul
Railways; has tile and brick works, a bank and
a weekly newspaper. Population, 475.
STITES, Samuel, pioneer, was born near

Mount

Bethel, Somerset County, N.

J.,

Oct. 31,

August 16, 1839, on his farm, which
subsequently became the site of the city of TrenHe was descended
ton, in Clinton County, 111.
from John Stites, M.D., who was born in England in 1595, emigrated to America, and died at
Hempstead, L. I., in 1717, at the age of 123 years.
The family removed to New Jersey in the latter
part of the seventeenth century. Samuel was a
cousin of Benjamin Stites, the first white man to
settle within the present limits of Cincinnati, and
various members of the family were prominent in
1776; died,
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the settlement of the upper Ohio Valley as early
Samuel Stites married, Sept. 14, 1794.
as 1788.
Martha Martin, daughter of Ephraim Martin,
granddaughter of Col. Ephraim Martin, both
and
soldiers of the New Jersey line during the Revolutionary War with the last named of whom
he had (in connection with John Cleves Symmes)
been intimately associated in the purchase and
settlement of the Miami Valley. In 1800 he
removed to Hamilton County, Ohio, in 1803 to

—

in 1818. in company with his
Anthony Wayne Casad, to St. (/lair
settling near Union Grove. Later, he

in

;

Greene County, and,

grain

son-in-law.

estate, in

County,

111.,

removed to O'Fallon, and,

still later,

to Clinton

He left a large family, several members
which became prominent pioneers in the
movements toward Minnesota and Kansas.
STOLBRAND, Carlos John Mueller, soldier,
was born in Sweden, May 11. 1821 at the age of
County.
of

;

18,

enlisted in the Royal Artillery of his native

through the camjiaign of SchleswigHolstein (1848): came to the United States soon
land, serving

m

1861. enlisted in tlie Hr.st battalion
after, and.
of Illinois Light Artillery, finally becoming Chief
of Artillery under Gen. John A. Logan. When
the latter became commander of the Fifteenth

Army

Corps. Col. Stolbrand

head of the

was placed

at the

artillery brigade; in February.

186.'),

was made Brigadier-General, and mustered out
After the war he went South,
in January. 1860.
and was Secretary of the South Carolina Constitutional Convention of 1868. The same year he
was a delegate to the Republican National Convention at Chicago, and a Presidential Elector.
He was an inventor and patented various imjirovements in steam engines and boilers; was
also

Superintendent of Public Buildings at
C, under President Harrison.
S.

Charleston.

Dieil, at Charleston, Feb. 3, 1894.

STONE, Daniel, early lawyer and legislator,
was a native of Vermont and graduate of Middlebury College; became a member of the Springheld (111.) bar in 1833, and. in 1836, was elected
to the General Assembly being one of the celebrated "liong Nine" from Sangamon County, and

—

joining

Abraham Lincoln

in his protest against

a series of pro-slavery resolutions which had been
In 1837 he was a Circuit
.-idopted by the House.
t^ourt Judge and, being assigned to the northwestern part of the State, removed to Galena,
liut was legislated out of oflSce. when he left the
State, dying a few years later, in Essex County,
N.

J.

"

STONE, Horatio 0., pioneer, was born in
Ontario (now Monroe) County, N. Y., Jan. 2,
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boyhood learned the trade of shoemaker,
and later acted as overseer of laborers on the
Lackawanna Canal. In 1831, having located in
Wayne County, Mich., he was drafted for the
Black Hawk War, serving twenty-two days under
Gen. Jacob Brown. In January, 1835, he came
to Chicago and, having made a fortunate speculation in real estate in that early day, a few
months later entered upon the grocery and provision trade, which he afterwards extended to
1811

;

finally giving his chief attention to real

which he was remarkably

successful,

leaving a large fortune at his death, which
occurred in Chicago, June 20, 1877.
STONE, (Rev.) Luther, Baptist clergyman,
was born in the town of Oxford, Worcester
County, JIass., Sept. 26, 181.'), and spent his boyhood on a farm. After acquiring a common
school education, he prejjared for college at Lei-

Academy, and, in 1835, entered Brown
University, graduating in the class of 1839. He
then spent three years at the Theological Institute at Newton, Mass.
was ordained to the
ministry at Oxford, in 1843, but, coming west the
next year, entered upon evangelical work in
Rock Island, Davenport, Burlington and neighboring towns. Later, he was pastor of the First
Baptist Church
Rockford. 111. In 1847 Mr.
Stone came to Chicago and established "The
Watchman of the Prairies." which survives today under the name of "The Standard," and has
become the leading Baptist organ in the West.
After six years of editorial work, he took up
evangelistic work in Chicago, among the poor
and criminal classes. During the Civil War he
conducted religious services at Camp Douglas,
Soldiers" Rest and the Marine Hospital.
He was
associated in the conduct and promotion of many
educational and charitable institutions. He did
much for the First Baptist Church of Chicago,
and, during the latter years of his Hfe, was
attached to the Immanuel Baptist Church,
which he labored to establish. Died, in July,
cester

;

U

1890.

STONE, MelYllIe E., journalist, banker. Manager ot Associated Press, born at Hudson, 111.,
August

18, 1848.

Coming

to Chicago in 1860, he

graduated from the local high school in 1867,
and, in 1870, acquired the sole proprietorship of
a foundry and machine shop. Finding himself
without resources after the great

fire of 1871,

he

embarked

in journalism, rising, through the successive grades of reporter, city editor, assistant
editor and Washington correspondent, to the
position of editor-in-chief of his

own

journal.
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He was

health began to decline. Medical aid failed to
1884, he was adjudged to be of unsound mind, and his estate was
placed in the hands of a conservator. On the
27th of the following October (1884), he died at

connected with various Chicago dailies
between 1871 and 1875, and, on Christmas Day
of the latter year, issued the first number of "The
Chicago Daily News." He gradually disposed of
his interest in this journal, entirely severing
Since that
his connection therewith in 1888.
date he has been engaged in banking in the city
of Chicago, and is also General Manager of the

at Hinsdale, Cattaraugus County, N. Y.,

Associated Press.

12,

STONE, Samuel,

philanthropist,

was born at

Chesterfield, Mass., Dec. 6, 1798; left an orphan
at seven years of age, after a short term in Leicester Academy, and several years in a wholesale
store in Boston, at the age of 19 removed to

Rochester, N. Y., to take charge of interests in
the "Holland Purchase," belonging to his father's
estate in 1843-49, was a resident of [Detroit and
interested in some of the early railroad enterprises centering there, but the latter year removed to Milwaukee, being there associated with
Ezra Cornell in telegraph construction. In 1859
he became a citizen of Chicago, where he was
one of the founders of the Chicago Historical
Society, and a liberal patron of many enterprises
Died, May
of a public and benevolent character.
;

4,

1876.

STONE FORT, a village in the southwest corner of Saline County, on the Cairo Division of the
Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis Railway, 60 miles northeast of Cairo. Population,
464.

STOREY, Wilbur F., journalist and newspaper publisher, was born at Salisbury, Vt., Dec.

He began to learn the printer's trade
19, 1819.
12, and, before he was 19, was part owner of a
Democratic paper called "The Herald," published
Later, he either edited or conat La Porte, Ind.
trolled journals published at Mishawaka, Ind.,
and Jackson and Detroit, Mich. In January,
1861, he became the principal owner of "The
Chicago Times," then the leading Democratic
organ of Chicago. His paper soon came to be
regarded as the organ of the anti-war party
throughout the Northwest, and, in June, 1863,
was suppressed by a military order issued by
General Burnside, which was subsequently
revoked by President Lincoln. The net result
was an increase in "The Times' " notoriety and
Other charges, of an equally grave
circulation.

at

nature, relating to its sources of income, its character as a family newspaper, etc. were repeatedly
,

these Mr. Storey turned a deaf
heavily in the fire of 1871, but, in
1878, appeared as the editor of "The Times,"
then destitute of poUtical ties. About 1876 his

made, but to
ear.

He

lost

all

afford relief, and, in August,

home in Chicago.
STORRS, Emery Alexander,

his

lawyer, was born
August
began the study of law with his father,
pursued a legal course at Buffalo, and, in
was admitted to the bar; spent two years

1835

later
1853,

;

(1857-59) in

New York

City, the latter year re-

moving

to Chicago, where he attained great
prominence as an advocate at the bar, as well as
an orator on other occasions. Politically a
Republican, he took an active part in Presidential
campaigns, being a delegate-at-large from Illinois
to the National Republican Conventions of 1868,
'72, and '80, and serving as one of the 'Vice-Presidents in 1872. Erratic in habits and a master of
epigram and repartee, many of his speeches are
quoted with relish and appreciation by those wlio
were his contemporaries at the Chicago bar.
Died suddenly, while in attendance on the Supreme Court at Ottawa, Sept. 12, 1885.
STRAWN, Jacob, agriculturist and stockdealer, born in Somerset County, Pa., May 30,
1800; removed to Licking County, Ohio, in 1817,
and to Illinois, in 1831, settling four miles southwest of Jacksonville. He was one of the first to
demonstrate the possibilities of Illinois as a livestock state. Unpretentious and despising mere
show, he illustrated the virtues of industry, frugality and honesty. At his death which occurred
August 23, 1865 he left an estate estimated in

—

—

value at some §2,000,000, acquired bj' industry
and business enterprise. He was a zealous
Unionist during the war, at one time contributing
810,000 to the Christian Commission.
STREATOR, a city (laid out in 1868 and incorporated in 1882) in the southern part of La Salle
County, 93 miles southwest of Chicago situated
on the "Vermilion River and a central point for
five railroads.
It is surrounded by a rich agricultural cbuntry, and is iinderlaid by coal seams
(two of which are worked) and by shale and
various clay products of value, adapted to tlie
;

manufacture of
pipe, etc.

The

fire

city

is

and building-brick, drainthoroughly modern, having

Ughting, street railways, waterworks, a good fire-department, and a large, improved public park. Churches and schools are
numerous, as are also fine public and private
buildings.
One of the chief industries is the
manufacture of glass, including rolled-plate.

gas,

electric
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flint and Bohemian ware and glass
Other successful industries are foundries
shops, flour mills, and clay working
establishments. There are several banks, and
three daily and weekly papers are published here.

window-glass,
bottles.

and machine

The estimated property valuation, in 1884, was
The Fifty -fifth Congre.ss made an
appropriation for the erection of a Government
building in Streator. Population
post-office
$13,000,000.

(1880).

5,157;

(1890),

11,414;

(1894),

estimated,

15,000.

STREET, Joseph
cian, settled at

M., pioneer and early politi-

Shawneetown about

1812,

coming

from Kentucky, though believed to have been a
native of Eastern Virginia. In 1827 he was a
Brigadier-General of militia, and appears to have
been prominent in the affairs of that section of
the State. His correspondence with Governor
Edwards, about this time, shows him to have been
a man of far more than ordinary education, with
a good opinion of his merits and capabilities. He
was a most persistent applicant for office, making
urgent appeals to Governor Edwards, Henry Clay
and other politicians in Kentucky, Virginia and
Washington, on the ground of his poverty and
large family. In 1827 he received the offer of
the clerkship of the new county of Peoria, but,
on visiting that region, was disgusted with the
prospect; returning to Shawneetown, bought a
farm in Sangamon Count}', but, before the close
of the year, was appointed Indian Agent at
Prairie du Chien. This was during the difficulties with the Winnebago Indians, upon which he
made voluminous reports to the Secretary of
War. Mr. Street was a son-in-law of Gen.
Thomas Posey, a Revolutionary soldier, who was
prominent in the early history of Indiana and its
last

Territorial Governor.

(See Posey,

(Gfn.)

Thomas.)

STREETER,

farmer and poHtidan,
was born in Rens.selaer County, N. Y. in 1823;
at the age of two years accompanied his father to
Illinois, the family settling at Dixon, Lee County,
He attended Knox College for three years, and,
in 1849, went to California, where he spent two
years in gold mining. Returning to Illinois, lie
purchased a farm of 240 acres near New Windsor,
Mercer County, to which he has since added sevIn 1872 he was elected to
eral thousand acres.
the lower house of the Twenty-eighth General
Assembly as a Democrat, but, in 1873, allied liimself with the Greenback party, whose candidate
for Congress he was in 1878, and for Governor in
1880, when he received nearly 3.000 votes more
than his party's Presidential nominee, in Illinois.
Alson

J.,

,

oil

In 1884 he was elected State Senator by a coaliof Greeubackers and Democrats in the
Twenty-fourth Senatorial District, but acted as
an independent throughout liis entire term.
STRONG, William Emerson, soldier, was born
at Granville. N. Y.. in 1840; from 13 years of age,
spent his early life in Wisconsin, studied law and
was admitted to the bar at Racine in 1861. Tlie
same year he enlisteil under the first call for
troops, took part, as Captain of a Wisconsin Comtion

pany, in the first battle of Bull Run; was
afterwards promoted and assigned to duty as
Inspector-General in the West, participated in
the Vicksburg and Atlanta campaigns, being
finally
eral.

advanced to tlie rank of Brigadier-GenAfter some fifteen months spent in the

position of Inspector-General of

tlie

Freedmen's

Bureau (186.5-66), he located in Cliicago, and
became connected with several important business enterprises, besides assisting, as an officer on
the staff of Governor CuUom, in the organization
He was elected
of the Illinois National Guard.
on the first Board of Directors of the World's
Columbian Exposition, and, while making a tour
of

Europe in

tlie

interest of that enterprise, died,

at Florence, Italy. April

10, 1891.

STUART, John

Todd, lawyer and Congressman, born near Lexington, Ky., Nov. 10, 1807
the son of Robert Stuart, a Presbyterian minister
and Professor of Languages in Transylvania
University, and related, on the maternal side, to

the Todd family, of

was a member.

moved

whom Mrs. Abraham

He graduated at

Danville, in 1826,

Lincoln
Centre College,

and, after studying law, re-

to Springfield,

111.,

in 1828,

and began

In 1832 he was elected Representative
Assembly, re-elected in 1834, and,
in 1836, defeated, as the Whig candidate for Congress, byWm. L. May, though elected, two years
later, over Stephen A. Douglas, and again in 1840.
In 1837, Abraham Lincoln, who had been
.studying law under Mr. Stuart's advice and
instruction, became his partner, the relationHe served in the
ship continuing until 1841.
State Senate, 1849-.53, was the Bell-Everett
practice.

in the General

candidate

for

Governor

in

1860,

elected to Congress, as a Democrat,

and
for

was

a third

was defeated by
Shelby M. Cullom, his former pupil. During the
latter years of his life, Mr. Stuart was head of the
law firm of Stuart, Edwards & Brown. Died, at

time,

in

1862,

but,

in

1864,

Springfield, Nov. 28. 1885.

STURGES, Solomon, merchant and banker,
at Fairfield, Conn., April 21, 1796, early
manifested a passion for the sea and, in 1810,

was born
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made by

vessel of which his brother
was captain, from New York to Georgetown,
D. C, intending to continue it to Lisbon. At
Georgetown he was induced to accept a position
as clerk with a Mr. Williams, where he was
associated with two other youths, as fellow-ememinent bankers and
ployes, who became

subscriber to the

capitalists— W. W.

fortune acquired by legitimate trade.
STURTETANT, Julian Munson, D.D., LL.D.,
clergyman and educator, was born at Warren,
Litchfield Coimty, Conn., July 36, 1805; spent his

made a voyage, on a

Corcoran,

afterwards the

well-known banker of Washington, and George
W. Peabody, who had a successful banking career
in England, and won a name as one of the most
liberal and public-spirited of philanthropists.
During the War of 1812 young Sturges joined a
volunteer infantry company, where he had, for
comrades, George W. Peabody and Francis S. Key,
the latter author of tlie popular national song,
"The Star Spangled Banner." In 1814 Mr.
Sturges accepted a clerkship in the store of his
brother-in-law, Ebenezer Buckingham, at Putnam, Muskingum County, Ohio, two years later
becoming a partner in the concern, where he
developed that business capacity which laid the
foundation for his future wealth. Before steamers navigated the waters of the Ohio and Mississippi Rivers, he piloted flat-boats, loaded with
produce and merchandise, to New Orleans, returning overland. During one of his visits to that
city, he witnessed the arrival of the "Washington," the first steamer to descend the Mississippi,
as, in 1817, he .saw the arrival of the "Walk-intlie- Water" at Detroit, the first steamer to arrive

—

from Buffalo the occasion of his visit to Detroit
being to carry funds to General Cass to pay off
the United States troops. -About 1849 he was
associated with the construction of the Wabash
& Erie Canal, from the Ohio Eiver to Terre Haute,
Ind., advancing money for the prosecution of the
work, for which was reimbursed by the State. In
1854 he came to Chicago, and, in partnership
with his brothers-in-law, C. P. and Alvah Buckingham, erected the first large grain-elevator in
that city, on land leased from the Illinois Central
Railroad Company, following it, two years later,
by another of equal capacity. For a time, substantially all the grain coming into Chicago, by
In 1857 he
railroad, passed into these elevators.
established the private banking house of Solomon

Sturges & Sons, which, shortly after his death,
imder the management of his son, George Sturges, became the Northwestern National Bank of

He was

intensely patriotic and, on the
breaking out of the War of the Rebellion, iised
of his means freely in support of the Govern-

Chicago.

ment, equipping the Sturges Rifles, an independHe was also a
ent company, at a cost of $20,000.

ment, during

first

contributed freely
enterprises.

loan

this period,

Government bonds.
ness, he was a hater

the Governtaking §100,000 in

While devoted to his busiof shams and corruption, and
to Christian and benevolent

Died, at the

home

of a daughter, at

Zanesville, Ohio, Oct. 14, 1864, leaving a large

in Summit County, Ohio, meanwhile preparing for college; in 1822, entered Yale College
as the classmate of the celebrated EUzur Wright,
graduating in 1826. After two years as Princil)al of an academy at Canaan, Conn., he entered
Yale Divinity School, graduating there in 1829;
then came west, and, after spending a year in
superintending the erection of buildings, in December, 1830, as sole tutor, began instruction to i>
class of nine pupils in what is now Illinois College, at Jacksonville.
Having been joined, the
following year, b}- Dr. Edward Beecher as President, Mr. Sturtevant assumed the chair of Mathematics, Natural Philosophy and Astronomy,
which he retained until 1844, when, by the
retireme^t of Dr. Beecher, he succeeded to the
offices of President and Professor of Intellectual
and Moral Philosophy. Here he labored, incessantly and unselfishly, as a teacher during term
time, and, as financial agent during vacations,
in the interest of the institution of which he had
been one of the chief founders, serving until 1876,
when he resigned the Presidency, giving his
attention, for the next ten years, to the duties of
Professor of Mental Science and Science of Government, which he had discharged from 1870.
In 1886 he retired from the institution entirely,
having given to its service fifty-six years of his
In 1863, Dr. Sturtevant visited Europe in
life.
the interest of the Union cause, delivering effective addresses at a number of points in England.
He was a frequent contributor to the weekly
religious and periodical press, and was the author
of "Economics, or the Science of Wealth" (1876)
a text-book on political economy, and "Keys
of Sect, or the Church of the New Testament"
(1879), besides frequently occupying the pulpits
of local and distant churches having been early
ordained a Congregational minister. He received
the degree of D.D. from the University of Missouri and that of LL.D. from Iowa University.
Died, in Jacksonville, Feb. 11, 1886.— Julian M.
(Sturtevant), Jr., son of the preceding, was born

youth

—

—

at Jacksonville,

111.,

Feb.

2,

1834; fitted for col-
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lege in the preparatory department of Illinois
College and graduated from the college (proper)
in 1834. After leaving college lie served as
teacher in the Jacksonville public schools one
year, then spent a year as tutor in Illinois College,

when he began

the study of theology at

Andover Theological Seminary, graduating there
1859, meanwhile having discharged the duties

ill

of Chaplain of the Connecticut State's prison in
1858.
He was ordained a minister of the Con-

gregational Church at Hannibal, Mo., in 1860,
remaining as pastor in that city nine years. He

SULLIVAX, William

,513

K., journalist,

was born

at AVaterford, Ireland, Nov. 10, 1843; educated at

Waterford Model School and in Dublin came
to the United States in 1803, and, after teaching
for a time in Kane County, in 1804 enlisted in the
One Hundred and Forty-first Regiment Illinois
Volunteers. Then, after a brief season spent in
teaching and on a visit to liis native land, he
began work as a reporter on New York papers,
later being employed on "Tlie Chicago Tribune"
and "The Evening Journal." on the latter, at
different times, holding the position of city editlie

;

has since been engaged in pastoral work in New
York City (1869-70), Ottawa, 111., (1870-73); Denver, Colo., (1873-77); Grinnell, Iowa, (1877-84);
Galesburg,
lU.,
Ohio,
(1884-90);
Cleveland,
Since leaving
(1890-93), and Aurora, (1893-97).
the Congregational church at Aurora, Dr. Sturte-

tor,

vant has been engaged in pastoral work in ChiHe was also editor of "The Congregacago.

1892.
Died, in Chicago, January 17, 1899.
SULLIVAIVT, Miciiael Lucas, agriculturist,
was born at Franklinton (a suburb of Columbus,
Oliio), August 6, 1807; was educated at Ohio
University and Centre College, Ky., and— after
being engaged in the improvement of an immense
tract of land inlierited from his father near his

tionalist"

of

Iowa

and. at different
Trustee of Colorado,

(1881-84),

has served as
and Knox Colleges; being still an
honored member of the Knox College Board.
He received the degree of D.D. from Illinois

periods,

Marietta

birth-place, devoting

College, in 1879.

SUBLETTE,

a station and village on tlie IlliCentral Railroad, in Lee County, 8 miles
northwest of Mendota. Population, 452.
SUFFRAliE, in general, the right or privilege
of voting. The quaUtications of electors (or
voters), in the choice of public officers in Illinois,
are fixed by the State Constitution (Art. VII.).
except as to school officers, which are prescribed
by law. Under tlie State Constitution the exercise of the right to vote is limited to persons who
were electors at the time of the adoption of the
Constitution of 1848, or who are native or naturalized male citizens of the United States, of the
age of 21 years or over, who have been residents
of the State one year, of the county ninety days,
and of the district (or precinct) in wliich they
Under an act passed in
offer to vote, 30 days.
1891, women, of 21 years of age and upwards, are
officers, and are also
school
entitled to vote for
eligible to such offices under the .same conditions,
jiois

as to age and residence, as
BRections; Australian Ballot.

male

citizens.

(See

)

SULLIVAN, a city and county-seat of Moultrie
County, 25 miles southeast of Decatur and 14
miles northwest of Mattoon is on three lines of
railway. It is in an agricultural and stock-raising
region; contains two State banks and three
weekly newspapers. Population (1880), 1,305;
;

(1890), 1,468.

managing editor and correspondent. He
was also a Representative from Cook County in
the Twenty-seventh General Assembly, for three
years a member of the Chicago Board of Education, and appointed United States Consul to the
Bermudas by President Harrison, resigning in

much attention, meanwhile,

to the raising of impro^'ed stock

— in 1854 .sold his

Ohio lands and bought 80,000 acres, chiefly in
Champaign and Piatt Counties, 111., where he
began farming on a larger scale than before. The
enterprise proved a financial failure, an<l he wa.1
finally compelled to sell a considerable portion of
his estate in Champaign County, known as Broad
Lands, to John T. Alexander (see Alexander,
John T.), retiring to a farm of 40,000 acres at
Burr Oaks, 111. He died, at Henderson, Ky., Jan.
29. 1879.

SUMMERFIELI),
on the Baltimore

&

a village of St. Clair County,
Ohio Southwestern Railway,
was the liome of Gen.

27 miles east of St. Louis

;

Population (1890). 557.
a city of Lawrence County, on the

Fred. Hecker.

SUMNER,

Baltimore & Ohio Southwestern Railroad, 19
miles west of Vincennes, Ind. has a fine school;

house, several churclies, banks, flour and woolen
mills,

and two weekly newspapers.

(1880), 1,021;

Population

(1890). l",037.

SUPERINTENDENTS OF PUBLIC INSTRUC
TION.

The office of State Superintendent of
Public Instruction was created by act of the
Legislature, at a special se.ssion held in 1854, its
duties previous to that time, from 1845, liaving
been discharged by the Secretary of State as
Superintendent, ex-officio. The following is a li.st
of the incumbents from the date of the formal

)

;;
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down to the present time
with the date and duration of the term of
(by appointment of
Edwards
W.
Ninian
each
the Governor), 1854-57; WiUiam H. Powell (by
Bateman, 1859-63;
Newton
1857-59;
election),
John P. Brooks, 1863-65; Newton Bateman,

by Constitution)

Lyman

Trumbull, 1848-53

creation of the office

tired

(1899),

(resigned); Ozias C. Skinner (vice Treat), 1855-58

Samuel W. Etter, 1875-79; James P.
Henry Raab, 1883-87; Richard
Edwards, 1887-91; Henry Raab, 1891-95; Samuel
M. Inglis, 1895-98; James H. Freeman, June,
1898, to January, 1899 (by appointment of the
Governor, to fill the unexpired term of Prof.
Inglis, who died in office, June 1, 1898) Alfred
1865-75;

Slade,

1879-83;

;

Baylis, 1899—.

Previous to 1870 the tenure of the office was
two years, but, by the Constitution adopted that
year, it was extended to four years, the elections
occurring on the even years between those for
Governor and other State officers except State

SUPREME COURT, JUDGES OF THE. The
is a list of Justices of the Supreme
Court of Illinois who have held office since tlie
organization of the State Government, with the

following

period of their respective incumbencies
Phillips, 1818-22 (resigned)

Thomas

;

:

C.

Joseph
Browne,

1818 48 (term expired on adoption of new ConWilliam P. Foster, Oct. 9, 1818, to
July 7, 1819 (resigned) John Reynolds, 1818-25

stitution);

,

Thomas Reynolds

(vice Phillips),

1822-25; Wil-

liam Wilson (vice Foster) 1819-48 (term expired
on adoption of new Constitution); Samuel D
Lockwood, 1825-48 (term expired on adoption of

new Constitution)

;

Theophilus

W.

Smith, 1825-42

Thomas Ford, Feb. 15, 1841, to Au1842 (resigned) Sidney Breese, Feb. 15,
1841, to Dec. 19, 1842 (resigned)—also (by re-elections), 1857-78 (died in office) Walter B. Scales,
1841-47 (resigned)— also (vice Trumbull), 1854-57
(resigned);

gust

1,

;

;

(resigned);

Samuel H.

Treat, 1841-55 (resigned);

Stephen A. Douglas, 1841-42 (resigned) John D.
Caton (vice Ford) August, 1842, to March, 1843—
also (vice Robinson and by successive re-elections), May, 1843 to January, 1864 (resigned);
James Semple (vice Breese), Jan. 14, 1843, to
April 16, 1843 (resigned) Richard M. Young (vice
John M. Robinson
Smith), 1843-47 (resigned)
;

;

;

(vice Ford), Jan. 14, 1843, to April 27, 1843 (died
Jesse B. Thomas, Jr., (vice Douglas),

in office);
1843-45

;

;

Damon
Feb.

G. Timnicliffe (appointed, vice Walker),

(resigned)— also (vice Young), 1847-48;
(vice Semple), 1843-45 (resigned)
(vice Thomas), 1843-48 (retired

James Shields

Norman H. Purple

under Constitution of

1848)

;

(vice Shields), 1845-48 (retired

William A. Denning (vice

Gustaviis Koerner
by Constitution);

Scales), 1847-48

(re-

June

to

15, 1885,

1,

Simeon

1885;

P. Shope,

1885-94; Joseph M. Bailey, 1888-95 (died in office).

The Supreme Court,

as at present

(1899), is as follows;

Carroll C. Boggs, elected,

1897; Jesse

Treasurer.

;

Pinkney H. Walker (vice Skinner),
1858-85 (deceased); Corydon Beckwith (by ai)pointment, vice Caton), Jan. 7, 1864, to June 6,
1864; Charles B. Lawrence (one term), 1864-73;
Anthony Thornton, 1870-73 (resigned); John M.
Scott (two terms), 1870-88 Benjamin R. Sheldon
(two terms), 1870-88; William K. McAllister,
1870-75 (resigned) John Scholfield (vice ThornT.
Lyle Dickey (vice
ton), 1878 93
(died);
McAllister), 1875-85 (died); David J. Baker (appointed, vice Breese), July 9, 1878, to June 2,
1879— also, 1888-97; John H. Mulkey, 1879-88;
(resigned);

Phillips (vice Scholfield, deceased)

J.

and

elected, 1893,

re-elected, 1897;

and

elected, 1888,

kin,

constituted

Jacob W. WilJoseph

re-elected, 1897;

N. Carter, elected, 1894; Alfred M. Craig, elected, 1873, and re-elected, 1882 and "91 James H.
;

1895, and reMagruder (vice
Dickey), elected, 1885, "88 and "97. The terms of
Justices Boggs, Phillips, Wilkin, Cartwright and
Magruder expire in 1906 that of Justice Carter
on 1903; and Justice Craig's, in 1900. Under the
Constitution of 1818, the Justices of the Supreme
C'om-t were chosen by joint ballot of the Legislature, but, under the Constitutions of 1848 and
1870, by popular vote for terms of nine years

Cartwright (vice Bailey), elected,
elected,

1897

;

Benjamin

D.

;

each.

(See Judicial System; also sketches of
members of the Supreme Court under

individual

their proper names.

SURVEYS, EARLY GOVERNMENT. The

first

United States law passed on the subject of Government surveys was dated. May 20, 1785. After
reserving certain lands to be allotted by way of
pensions and to be donated for school purposes,
it provided for the division of the remaining public

lands

among

the original

thirteen

States.

by the Ordinance of 1788. The latter provided for a rectangular system of surveys which, with but little
modification, has remained in force ever since.
Briefly outlined, the system is as follows: Townships, six miles square, are laid out from principal
bases, each township containing thirty-six sections of one square mile, numbered consecutively,
the niuneration to commence at the upper right
This, however, was, in effect, repealed

hand corner
meridian

of the towjiship.

(84° 51'

The

first

principal

west of Greenwich), coincided
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with the line dividing Indiana and Ohio. The
second (1" 37' farther west) had direct relation
The tliird (89 10'
to surveys in Eastern Illinois.
30" west of Greenwich) and the fourth (90" 29'
56" west) governed the remainder of Illinois surveys.
Tlie first Public Surveyor was Thomas
Hutchins, who was called "the geographer."
(See Hutchins, Thomas.)

SWEET,

(Gen.)

Benjamin

J.,

soldier,

was

Iwrn at Kirkland, Oneida County, X. Y., April
came with his father, in 1848, to Sheboy-

24, 1832;

gan, Wis., studied law,

was

elected to the State

Senate in 1859, and, in 1861, enlisted in the Sixth
Wisconsin Volunteers, being commissioned Major
in 1862.
Later, he resigned and, returning home,
assisted in the organization of tlie Twenty-first
and Twenty-second regiments, being elected
Colonel of the former; and with it taking part in
the campaign in Western Kentucky anil TennesIn 1863 he was assigned to command at
see
Camp Douglas, and was there on the exposure,
in November, 1864, of the conspiracy to release
the rebel prisoners. (See Camp Douglas ConspirThe service which he rendered in the
acy.)
defeat of this bold and dangerous conspiracy
evinced his courage and sagacity, and was of
inestimable value to the couutrj'. After the
war, General Sweet located at Lombard, near
Chicago, was appointed Pension Agent at Chicago, afterwards served as Supervisor of Internal
Revenue, and. in lsT2, became Deputy Commissioner of Internal Revenue at Washington. Died,
in Washington, Jan. 1, 1874
Miss Ada C.
(Sweet), for eight years (1874-82) the efficient
Pension Agent at Chicago, is General Sweet's

—

daughter.

Died,

June

8,

1889.

SWIGERT,

Charles PhiUp, ex-Auditor of PubAccounts, was born in tlie Province of Baden,
Germany, Nov. 27, 1843, brought by his parents
to Chicago, 111., in childliood, and, in his boyhood, attended the Scammon School in that city
In 1854 his family removed to a farm in Kankakee County, where, between the ages of 12 and
18, he assisted his father in "breaking" between
lic

400 and 500 acres of prairie land.
On the breaking out of the war, in 1861, although scarcely 18

years of age, he enlisted as a private in the Fortv.second Illinois Volunteer Infantry, and, in April,

SWEETSER,

A. C, soldier and Department
Commander G. A. R. was born in Oxford County.
Jlaine, in 1839; came to Bloomington, 111., in
ls."i7; enlisted at the beginning of the Civil War
in the Eighth Illinois Volunteers and, later, in the
Thirty-ninth; at the battle of Wierbottom
Church, Va in June, 1864, was shot through
both legs, necessitating the amputation of one of
them. After the war he held several offices of
trust, including those of City Collector of Bloomin, ton and Deputy Collector of Internal Revenue
for the Springfield District in 1887 was elected
Department Commander of the Grand Army of
Died, at Bloomington,
the Republic for Illinois.
,

,

,

Marcli
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while seeking a location in the West, enlisted in
an Indiana regiment for the Mexican War, being
attacked by climatic fever, was discharged before
completing his term of enlistment. He soon
after came to Bloomington, 111., where he became
the intimate friend of Abraham Lincoln and
David Davis, traveling the circuit with them for
a number of years. He early became active in
.'^tate politics, was a member of the Republican
State Convention of 18.56, was elected to the
lower house of the General Assembly in 185H,
and, in 1860, was a zealous supporter of Mr. Lincoln as a Presidential Elector for the State-atlarge.
In 1862 he received the Republican
nomination for Congress in his District, but was
defeated.
Removing to Chicago in 1865, he
gained increased distinction as a lawyer, especially in the management of criminal cases.
In
1872 he was a supporter of Horace Greeley for
President, but later returned to tlie Republican
party, and, in the National Republican Convention of 1888, presented the name of Judge
Gresham for nomination for the Presidency.

23. 189G.

SWETT, Leonard, lawyer, was born near
Turner, Maine, August 11, 182.5; was educated at
Waterville College (now Colby University), but
left before graduation read law in Portland, and,
;

1862, was one of twenty heroic volunteers who
ran tlie blockade, on the gunboat Carondelet. at
Island No. 10, assisting materially in the reduction of that rebel stronghold, which resulted in
the capture of 7,000 prisoners.
At the battle of

Farmington, Miss., during the siege of Corinth,
May, 1862, lie had his right arm torn from its
socket by a six-pound cannon-ball, compelling his
retirement from the army. Returning home,
after many weeks spent in hospital at Jefferson
Barracks and Quincy. 111., he received his final
discharge. Dec. 21, 1862. spent a year in school,
also took a course in Bryant & Stratton's Commercial College in Cliicago, and having learned
to write with his left hand, taught for a time in
in

Kankakee County served as letter-carrier in Chicago, and for a year as Deputy County Clerk of
Kankakee County, followed by two terms (186T;

69) as

a student in the Soldiers' College at Fulton.

;
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The

he entered upon the duties
of Treasurer of Kankakee County, serving, by
successive re-elections, until 1880, wlien he re-

young

signed to take the jjosition of State Auditor, to
which lie was elected a second time in 1884. In
all these positions Mr. Swigert has proved himself an upright, capable and high-minded public
official.
Of late years his residence has been in
Chicago.

TAFT, Lorado, sculptor, was born at Elmwood,
Peoria County, 111., April 29, 1860; at an early
age evinced a predilection for sculpture and
began modeUng; graduated at the University of
Illinois in 1880, then went to Paris and studied
sculpture in the famous Ecole des Beaux Arts
until 1885,
The following year he settled in Chi
cago, finally becoming associated with the Chicago Art Institute. He has been a lecturer on
art in the Chicago University. Mr. Taft furnished the decorations of the Horticultural Building on the World's Fair Grounds, in 1893.
TALCOTT, Mancel, business man, was born
in Rome, N. Y., Oct. 13, 1817; attended the common schools until 17 years of age, when he set
out for the West, traveling on foot from Detroit
to Chicago, and thence to Park Ridge, where he
worked at farming until 1850, Then, having
followed the occupation of a miner for some time,
in California, with some success, he united with
Horace M. Singer in establishing the firm of
Singer & Talcott, stone-dealers, which lasted during most of his life. He served as a member of
the Chicago City Council, on the Board of Coimty
Commissioners, as a member of the Police Board,
and was one of the founders of the First National
Bank, and President, for several years, of the
Stock Yards National Bank. Liberal and publiccontributed freely to works of
spirited, he

111.

latter year

SWING,
orator,
nati,

(Rev.) David, clergyman and pulpit
was born of German ancestry, at CincinAugust 23, 1836. After 1837 (his

Ohio,

father dying about this time the family resided
for a time at Reedsburgh, and, later, on a farm
)

.

near Williamsburgh, in Clermont County, in
same State. In 1853, having graduated from
Miami (Ohio) University, he commenced
study of theology, but, in 1854, accepted
position of Professor of

Languages in

his

the
the
the
the

Alma

Mater, which he continued to fill for thirteen
His fii-st pastorate was in connection with
years.
the Westminster Presbyterian Church of Chicago, whicli he assumed in 1866.
His church
edifice was destroyed in the great Chicago fire,
but was later rebuilt. As a preacher he was
popular but, in April, 1874, he was placed on trial,
before an ecclesiastical court of his own denomination, on charges of heresy.
He was acquitted
by the trial court, but, before the appeal taken by
the prosecution could be heard, he personally
withdrew from afSliatiou with the denomination.
Shortly afterward he became pastor of an independent religious organization known as the
"Central Church," preaching, first at McVicker"s
Theatre and, afterward, at Central Music Hall,
Chicago. He was a fluent and popular speaker
on all themes, a frequent and valued contributor
to numerous magazines, as well as the author of
several volumes. Among his best known books
are "Motives of Life," "Truths for To-day," and
"Club Essays." Died, in Chicago, Oct. 3, 1894.
SYCAMORE, the county-seat of De Kalb
County (founded in 1836), 56 miles west of Chicago, at the intersection of the Chicago & Northwestern and the Chicago Great Western Railroads; lies in a region devoted to agriculture,
dairying and stock-raising. The city itself contains several factories, the principal products
being agricultural implements, flour, insulated
;

tile, varnish, furniture, soap and
and wagons. There are also works for
canning vegetables and fruit, besides two creamerThe town is lighted by electricity, and has
ies.
high-pressure water-works. There are eleven
churches, three graded pulilic schools and a

wire, brick,

carriages

ladies'

seminary.

Population

(1880),

3.028; (1890), 2,987; (1898), estimated, 3,400.

charitj'.

Died, June

5,

1878.

TALCOTT, (Capt.) Williani,
War of 1813 and pioneer, was

soldier of the
born in Gilead,
emigrated to Rome, Oneida
County, N. Y. in 1810, and engaged in farming
served as a Lieutenant in the Oneida County
niihtia during the War of 1813-14, being stationed
at Sackett's Harbor under the command of Gen.
Winfield Scott. In 1835, in company with his
eldest son, Thomas B. Talcott, he made an extended tour through the West, finally selecting a
location in Illinois at tlie junction of Rock River

Conn.,

March

6,

1774;

,

and the Pecatonica, where the town of Rockton
now stands there being only two white faniilies,
at that time, within the present limits of Winnebago County. Two years later (1837), he brought
his family to this point, with his sons took up a
considerable body of Government land and
erected tvs'o mills, to which customers came
from a long distance. In 1838 Captain Talcott

—

took part in the organization of the first Congregational Church in that section of the State. A
zealous anti-slaveiy man, he supported James G-
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Supervisor for a

Birney (the Liberty candidate for President) in
IS44, ooutinuing to act with tliat party until the
organization of the Republican party in 1850;
was deeply interested in the War for the Union,
but died before its conclusion, Sept. 2, 1864.
Maj. Thomas B. (Talcott). oldest son of the preceding, was born at Hebron, Conn
April 17,
1806; was taken to Rome, N. Y., by his father in
infancy, and, after reaching maturity, engaged
in mercantile business with his brother in Chemung County; in 1835 accompanied his father in
a tour through the West, finally locating at
Rockton, where he engaged in agriculture. On
the organization of Winnebago County, in 1836,
he was elected one of the first County Commis-

with his brother Wait,
in the Manny Reaper Company at Rockford.
He also foUovred the example of his brother,
just named, in furnishing a substitute for the
War of the Rebellion, though too old for service
himself. Died, June 19, 1885.— Henry Walter
(Talcott), fourth son of William Talcott, was
born at Rome, N. Y., Feb. 13, 1814; came with
his father to Winnebago County, 111., in 1835, and
was connected with his father and brothers in busiDied, Dec. 9, 1870.— Dwight Lewis (Talness.
cott), oldest son of Henry Walter Talcott, born
at the age of 17 years
in Winnebago County

sioners, and, in I8.3O, to the State Senate, serving

enlisteil at Belvidere, in

,

four years.

He

also held various local offices.

Died, Sept. 30, 1894.— Hon. Wait (Talcott), second
son of Capt. William Talcott, was born at Hebron, Conn., Oct. 17, 1807, and taken to Rome,

N. Y., where he remained until his 19th year,
when he engaged in business at Booneville and,
still later, in Utica; in 1838, removed to Illinois
and joined his father at Rockton, finally
becoming a citizen of Rockford, where, in his
later years, he was extensively engaged in manu-

bago County, also

serve<l

as

number of years and, although a farmer, became
interested,

in

1854,

;

January,

1864, as

a soldier

Ninth Illinois Volunteer Infantry served
as provost guard some two months at Fort Pickering, near Memphis, and later took part in many
of the important battles of that year Ln MissisHaving been captured at
sippi and Tennessee.
Campbellsville, Tenn. he was taken to Andersonville, Ga. where he suffered all the horrors of
that famous prison-pen, until March, 1865, when
in the

;

.

,

home a helpless
Abraham Lincoln's assiis-

he was released, arriving at
skeleton, the day after

having become, in 1854, with his
brother Sylvester, a partner of the firm of J. H.
Manny & Co., in the manufacture of the Manny
reaper and mower. He was an original antislavery man and, at one time, a Free-Soil candidate
for Congress, but became a zealous Republican
and ardent friend of Abraham Lincoln, whom he
employed as an attorney in the famous suit of
McCormick vs. the Maimy Reaper Company for
infringement of patent. In 1854 he was elected

sination.

the State Senate, succeeding his brother,
Thomas B., and was the first Collector of Internal
Revenue in the Second District, appointed bj' Mr.
Lincoln in 1862, and continuing in ofiice some
five years.
Though too old for active service in
the field, during the Civil War, he voluntarily
hired a substitute to take his place. Jlr. Talcott
was one of the original incorporators and Trustees of Beloit College, and a founder of Rockford
Female Seminary, remaining a trustee of each
for many years.
Died, June 7, 1890. SylTester
(Talcott), third son of William Talcott, born at

& Western Railroad, 8 miles
north of Duquoin, and 57 miles east-southeast of
Belleville.
It has a bank, a newspaper oflfice,
a large public school, three churches and a flouring mill.
Coal is mined here and exported in
Population (1890). 937.
large quantities.

facturing,

to

when of age, engaged
Chemung County; in
with other members of the family,
to Winnebago County, 111., where he joined his
father in the entry of iuvernment lands and the
Rome, N.

Y., Oct. 14, 1810;

in mercantile business in
1837 removed,

C

erection of mills, as already detailed.

one of the

first

He became

Justices of the Peace in

Winne-

subsequently settled in
Muscatine County, Iowa.
TALLULA, a village of Menard County, on the
Jacksonville branch of the Chicago & Alton
Railway, 24 miles northeast of Jacksonville; is
in the midst of a grain and stock growing region
has a local bank and newspaper. Population
Talcott

5Ir.

(1890), 445.

TAMAROA,

a village in Perry County, situated

at the junction of the Illinois Central with the

Wabash, Chester

TAMAROA

ii

MOUNT VERNON RAILROAD.

(See Wabash, Chcstrr d- Western Railroad.)

TANNER, Edward
cator,

was born

of

Allen, clergyman and edu-

New England

ancestry, at

Nov. 29, 1837— being the first child
who could claim nativity there: was educated
in the local schools and at Illinois College,
graduating fmiu the latter in 1857; spent four
years teaching in his native place and at Jacksonville; then accepted the Professorship of
Latin in Pacific University at Portland, Oregon.
remaining four years, when he returned to his
Alma Mater (1865), assuming there tlie chair of

Waverly,

111.,

—
;
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Latin and Rhetoric. In 1881 he was appointed
tinancial agent of the latter institution, and, in
1883,

President.

its

While

in

Oregon he had

been ordained a minister of the Congregational
Church, and, for a considerable period during
his connection with Illinois College, officiated as
Chaplain of the Central Hospital for the Insane
at Jacksonville, besides supplying local and
other pulpits. He labored earnestly for the
benefit of the institution under his charge, and,
during his incumbency, added materially to its
endowment and resources. Died, at Jackson-

resulted in the unprecedented Republican sucIn 1896 he received the
cesses of that year.

nomination of his party for Governor, and was
elected over Gov.
cratic opponent,

John

TANNER,

P.

Altgeld, his

by a plurality of over

and a majority, over

all,

Tazewell B.,

jurist,

and

came

Henry County,

Va.,

Demo113,000,

of nearly 90,000 votes.

was born

in

Jefferson

to

the age of 19, enlisted in the Ninety-eighth Illinois Volunteers, serving until June, 1865, when
he was transferred to the Sixty-first, and finally
mustered out in September following. All the
male members of Governor Tanner's family were
soldiers of the late war, his father dying in a

about 1846 or '47, at first taking a
position as teacher and Superintendent of Public
Schools.
Later, he was connected with "The
Jeffersonian," a Democratic paper at Mount Vernon, and, in 1849, went to the gold regions of
California, meeting with reasonable success as a
miner. Returning in a year or two, he was
elected Clerk of the Circuit Court, and, while in
the discharge of his duties, prosecuted the study
of law, finally, on admission to the bar, entering
into partnership with the late Col. Thomas S.
Casey. In 1854 he was elected Representative in
the Nineteenth General Assembly, and was instrumental in securing the appropriation for the
erection of a Supreme Court building at Mount
Vernon. In 1862 he served as a Delegate to the
State Constitutional Convention of that year was

rebel prison at Columbus, Miss., one of his

elected Circuit

ville,

Feb.

8,

1892.

TANNER, John B., Governor, was born in
Warrick County, Ind., April 4, 1844, and brought
to Southern Illinois in boyhood, where he grew
up on a farm in the vicinity of Carbondale.
enjoying only such educational advantages as

were afforded by the common school; in

1863, at

liro-

thers suffering tl le same fate from wounds at Nashville, Tenn., and another brother dying in hospital
at Pine Bluff, Ark.

Only one

of this patriotic

family, besides Governor Tanner, still survives
Mr. J. M. Tanner of Clay County, who left the
service with the rank of Lieutenant of the Thir-

teenth Illinois Cavalry. Returning from the
war, Mr. Tanner established himself in business
as a farmer in Clay County, later engaging successfully in the milling and lumber business as
the partner of his brother. The public positions
held by him, since the war, include tho.se of
Sheriff of Clay County (1870-72), Clerk of the Circuit Court (1872-76), and State Senator (1880-83).
During the latter year he received the appointment of United States Marslial for the Southern
District of Illinois, serving until after the accesIn 1886, he
sion of President Cleveland in 1885.
was the Republican nominee for State Treasurer
and was elected by an unusually large majority
in 1891 was appointed, by Governor Filer, a

member
sion,

of the Railroad

and Warehouse Commisappointment of

but, in 1892, received the

Assistant United States Treasurer at Chicago,
continuing in the latter office until December,
1893.
For ten years (1874-84) he was a member
of the Republican State Central Committee, returning to that body in 1894, when he was chosen
Chairman and conducted the campaign which

County,

111,

;

Judge

in 1873, and, in 1877,

was

assigned to duty on the Appellate bench, but, at
the expiration of his term, declined a re-election
and resumed the practice of his profession at

Mount Vernon,

TAXATION,

Died,

March

25, 1880.

mode of
In its general sense its purposes
are the support of the State and local governments, tlie promotion of the public good by
fostering education and works of public improvement, the protection of society by the preservation of order and the punishment of crime, and
the support of the helpless and destitute. In
practice, and as prescribed by the Constitution,
the raising of revenue is required to be done "by
levying a tax by valuation, so that every person
and corporation shall pay a tax in proportion to
the value of his, her or its property such value
to be ascertained by some person or persons, to be
elected or appointed in such manner as the General Assembly shall direct, and not otherwise."
in its legal sense, the

raising revenue.

—

(State Constitution, 1870

— Art.

Revenue, Sec.

The person selected under the law

to

make

1.)

this

the Assessor of the county or the
township (in counties under township organization), and he is required to make a return to the
County Board at its July meeting each year the

valuation

is

—

latter having authority to hear complaints of taxpayers and adjust inequalities when found to
exist.
It is made tlie duty of the Assessor to
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include in his return, as real-estate, all lands and
tlie buildings or other improvements erected
tliereon; and, under the head of personal property, all tangible effects, besides moneys, credits,
bonds or stocks, shares of stock of companies or
corporations, investments, annuities, franchises,
royalties, etc.
Property- used for school, churcli
or cemetery purposes, as well as public buildings
and other property belonging to tlie State and
General Government.
munici|)alities,
public
charities, public libraries, agricultural and scientific societies, are declared exempt.
Nominally,
all property subject to taxation is required to be
assessed at its cash valuation but, in reality, the
valuation, of late years, has been on a basis of
twenty-five to thirty-three per cent of its estimated cash value. In the larger cities, however,
the valuation is often much lower tlian this,
while very large amounts escape assessment
Tlie Revenue Act, passed at the
altogether.
special session of the Fortietli General Assembly
(1898). requires the Assessor to make a return of
all property subject to taxation in his district, at
its cash valuation, upon which a Board of Review
fixes a tax on the basis of twenty per cent of
An abstract of the property
.such cash valuation.
assessment of each county goes before the State
Board of Equalization, at its annual meeting in
August, for the purpose of comparison and equalizing valuations between counties, but the Board
has no power to modify the assessments of individual tax-payers. (See State Board of Equalization.) This Board has exclusive power to fix
the valuation for pur])oses of taxation of the
capital stock or francliises of companies (except
certain specified manufacturing corporations) .incorporated under the State laws, together with the
"railroad track" and "rolling stock" of railroads,
and the capital stock of railroads and telegraph
lines, and to fix the distribution of the latter
between counties in wliicli tliey lie. The Constitution of 18-18 empowered tlie Legislature to
impose a capitation tax. of not less than fifty
cents nor more than one dollar, upon each free
white male citizen entitled to the right of suffrage, between the ages of 21 and 60 years, but the
Constitution of 18TU giants no sucli power,
though it authorizes the exteni^on of the "objects
and subjects of taxation" in accordance with the
principle contained in tlie first section of the
Revenue Article. Special assessments in cities,
for the construction of sewers, pavements, etc.,
being local and in the form of benefits, cannot
be said to come under the head of general taxation.
The same is to be sairl of revenue derivd
;

—

—

from fines and
punishment for
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which are forms of
offenses, and go to the

penalties,
specific

benefit of certain specified funds.

TAYLOR,
of Maine,

Abner, ex-Congressman,

and a resident of

Cliicago.

is

a native

He has been

in active business all his life as contractor, builder
for some time, a member of
the wholesale dry -goods firm of J. V. Farwell &
He was a member of the TliirtyCo. of Chicago.
fourth General Assembly, a delegate to the

and merchant, and,
,

National Republican Convention of 1884, and
represented the First Illinois District in the Fiftyfirst and Fifty -second Congresses, 1889 to 1893.
Mr. Taylor was one of the contractors for the
erection of the new State Capitol of Texas.
TAYLOR, Benjamin Franklin, journalist, poet
and lecturer, was born at Lowville, N. Y., July
19, 1819; graduated at Madison University in
1839, the next year becoming literary and dramatic critic of "The Chicago Evening Journal."
Here, in a few years, he acquired a wide reputation as a journalist and poet, and was much in

demand

as a

lecturer on

literary topics.

His

letters from the field during the Rebellion, as
war corre.spondent of "The Evening Journal,"
won for him even a greater popularity, and were
complimented by translation into more than one
European language. After the war, he gave his
attention more unreservedly to literature, his
principal works appearing after that date
His

publications in book form, including both prose
and poetry, comprise the following; "Attractions
of Language" (1845); "January and June"
(1853); "Pictures in Camp and Field" (1871);
"The World on Wheels" (1873); "Old Time Pictures and Sheaves of Rhyme" (1874); "Songs of
Yesterday" (1877); "Summer Savory Gleaned
from Rural Nooks" (1879) "Between the Gates"
—pictures of California life— (1881); "Dulce
Domum, the Burden of Song" (1884), and "Theophilus Trent, or Old Times in the Oak Openings,"
a novel (1887).
The last was in tlie hands of the
;

publishers at hLs death, Feb.

1887.

27.

Among

his most popular poems are "The Isle of the Long
Ago." "The Old Village Choir," and "Rhymes of
the River,
"The London Times" complimented
Mr. Taylor witli the title of "The Oliver Goldsmith of America."
"

'

"

TAYLOR, Edmund

Dick, early Indian-trader
at Fairfield C. H. Va.,
son of a commis.sary in the
arm}" of the Revolution, under General Greene,
and a cousin of General (later. President) Zachary
Taylor; left his native State in his youth and, at

and

Oct.

legislator,
18.

1803

was born

,

— the

an early day. came to Springfield.

111.,

where he

;
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opened an Indian-trading post and general store
was elected from Sangamon County to the lower
branch of the Seventli General Assembly 1830)
and re-elected in 1833— the latter year being a
competitor of Abraham Lincoln, whom he
In 1834 he was elected to the State
defeated.
Senate and, at the next session of the Legislature,
was one of tlie celebrated "Long Nine'-" who
secured the removal of the State Capital to
(

He

resigned before the close of his
term to accept, from President Jackson, the appointment of Receiver of Public Moneys at ChiHere he became one of the promoters of
cago.
Springfield.

the Galena & Chicago Union Railroad (1837),
serving as one of the Commissioners to secure
subscriptions of stock, and was also active in
advocating the construction of the Illinois &
Michigan Canal. The title of "Colonel,"' by
which he was known during most of his life, was
acquired by service, with that rank, on the staff
of Gov. John Reynolds, during the Black Hawk
War of 1832. After coming to Chicago, Colonel
Taylor became one of the Trustees of the Chicago
branch of the State Bank, and was later identified
with various banking enterprises, as also a .some-

what extensive operator in real estate. An active
Democrat in the early part of his career in IlliTaylor was one of the members of
his party to take ground against the Kansas-Neb
raska bill in 18.54, and advocated the election of
nois, Colonel

General Bissell to the governorship in 18.56. In
1860 he was again in line with his party in support of Senator Douglas for the Presidency, and
was an opponent of the war policy of the Govern-

ment

still later,

as

shown by

his participation in

the celebrated "Peace Convention" at SpringIn the latter years of his
field, of June 17, 1863.
life he became extensively interested in coal
adjoining
counties, and,
Salle
and
in
La
lands
for a considerable time, served as President of the
Mining
Company, his
Coal
&
Illinois
Northern
home, during a part of this period, being at
Mendota. Died, in Chicago, Dec. 4, 1891.
TAYLORVILLE, a city and county-seat of
Christian County, situated on the South Fork of
the Sangamon River and on the Wabash Railway
at its point of intersection with the Springfield
Division of the Baltimore & Ohio Southwestern.
It is about 27 miles southeast of Springfield, and
some 28 miles southwest of Decatur. It has
several banks, flour mills, carriage and wagon
shops, a manufactory of farming implements,

two daily and weekly papers, seven churches and
two graded schools, each of which is accommodated in a handsome building. Much coal is

mined

in this vicinity.

Population (1880), 2,237:

(1890), 2,839.

TAZEWELL COUNTY,

a central county on
the Illinois River was first settled in 1833 and
organized in 1827 has an area of 650 square miles
was named for Governor Tazewell of Virginia.
It is drained by the Illinois and Mackinaw Rivers
;

;

—

and traversed by several
surface
rich,

is

lines of railway.

generally level, the

but, requiring

soil alluvial

The
and

drainage, especially on the

Gravel, coal and sandstone are
found, but, generally speaking, Tazewell is an
agricultural county. The cereals are extensively
cultivated; wool is also clipped, and there ai-e
dairy interests of some importance. Distilling is
river bottoms.

extensively conducted at Pekin, the county-seat,
which is also the seat of other mechanical industries.
(See also Pekin.) Population of the

county

(1880), 39,666; (1890), 29,.556.

TEMPLE, John Taylor, M.D., early Chicago
physician, born in "Virginia in 1804, graduated in
medicine at Middlebury College, Vt., in 1830, and,
At

in 1833, arrived in Chicago.

this

time he had

a contract for carrying the United States mail
from Chicago to Fort Howard, near Green Bay,
and the following year undertook a similar conHaving sold
tract between Chicago and Ottawa.
these out three years later, he devoted his attention to the

his profession,

practice of

though

interested, for a time, in contracts for the con-

struction of the Illinois

&

Temple was instrumental

Michigan Canal.

Dr.

in erecting the first

Walker's

missionary
station at Wolf Point), for public religious
worship in Chicago, and, although himself a
Baptist, it was used in common by Protestant
denominations. He was a member of the first
Board of Trustees of Rush Medical College,
though he later became a convert to homeopathy,

house (after

and

finally,

Rev.

Jesse

removing to

St.

Louis, assisted in

founding the St. Louis School of Homeopathy,
dying there, Feb. 24, 1877.

TENURE OF OFFICE. (See Elections.)
TERRE HAUTE, ALTON & ST. LOUIS
RAILROAD. (See St. Louis, Alton & Terre
Haute Railroad.)

TERRE HAUTE & ALTON RAILROAD (See
Louis, Alton & Terre Haute Railroad.)
TERRE HAUTE & INDIANAPOLIS RAIL-

St.

a corporation operating no line of its own
within the State, but the lessee and operator of
the following lines (which see): St. Louis,
Vandalia & Terre Haute, 158.3 miles; Terre
Haute & Peoria. 145.12 miles; East St. Louis
& Carondelet, 12.74 miles—total length of leased-

ROAD,
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lines in Illinois, 316.16 miles.

Tlie Terre

Haute

&

Indianapolis Railroad was incorporated in
Indiana in 1847. as the Terre Haute & Richcompleted a line between tlie points
named in the title, in 1852. and took its present
name in 1866. Tlie Pennsylvania Railroad Company purchased a controlling interest in its stock

mond,

in 1893.

TERRE HAUTE & PEORIA RAILROAD,
(Vandalia Line), a line of road extending from
Terre Haute. lud.. to Peoria. 111., 14."> 13 miles,
with 28.78 miles of trackage, making in all 173.9
miles in operation, all being in Illinois— operated
by the Terre Haute & Indianapolis Railroad Company. The gauge is standard, and the rails are
(History. ) It was organized Feb. 7, 1887.
steel.
successor to the Illinois Midland Railroad. The
latter was made up by the consolidation (Nov. 4,
1874) of three lines:
(1) The Peoria, Atlanta &
Decatur Railroad, chartered in 1869 and opened in
1874; (2) the Paris & Decatur Railroad, chartered
in 1861 and opened in December, 1872 and (3) the
Paris & Terre Haute Railroad, chartered in 1873
the consolidated lines
and opened in 1874
assuming the name of the Illinois Midland Railroad. In 1886 the Illinois Midland was sold under
foreclosure and, in February, 1887, reorganized
In 1893
as the Terre Haute & Peoria Railroad.
it was leased for ninety-nine years to the Terre
Haute & Indianapolis Railroad Company, and is
operated as a part of the "Vandalia System."
The capital stock (1898) was §3.764,200; funded
debt, 82,230,000,— total capital invested, §6,227,;

—

481.

TEUTOPOLIS, a village of Effingham County,
on the Terre Haute & Indianapolis Railroad, 4
miles east of Effingham; was originally settled
by a colony of Germans from Cincinnati. Population (1890), 825.

THOMAS, Horace
in

Thirty-seventh General Assemblies. In
1897, General Thomas was appointed United
States Appraiser in connection with the Custom
House in Chicago.
THOMAS, Jesse Burgess, jurist and United
States Senator, was born at Hagerstown, Md.,
claiming direct descent from Lord Baltimore.
Taken west in childhood, he grew to maidiood
and settled at Lawrenceburg, Indiana Territory,
in 1803 in 1805 was Speaker of the Territorial
Legislature and, later. repre.sented the Territory
as Delegate in Congress.
On the organization of
Illinois Territory (which he had favored), he
removed to Kaskaskia, was appointed one of the
first Judges for the new Territory, and, in 1818,
as Delegate from St. Clair County, presided over
the first State Constitutional Convention, and, on
the admission of the State, became one of the
;

United States Senators— Governor Edwards
Though an avowed advolittle prominence
as the author of the celebrated "Missouri Compromise," adopted in 1820. He was re-elected to
the Senate in 1823, serving until 1829. He subsequently removed to Mount Vernon, Ohio, where
he died by suicide, Feb. 3. 1850. Jesse Burgess
(Thomas), Jr. nephew of the United States Senator of the same name, was born at Lebanon, Ohio,
July 31, 1806, was educated at Transylvania
Universitj-, and, being admitted to the bar,
located at Edwardsville, 111. He first appeared
in connection with public affairs as Secretary of
the State Senate in 1830, being re-elected in 1833
in 1834 was elected Representative in the General
Assembly from Madison County, but, in Feljnifirst

being his colleague.

cate of slavery, he gained no

—

,

ary following, was appointed Attorney-General,
serving only one year. He afterwards held the
of Circuit Judge (1837-39), his home being
then in Springfield in 1843 he became Associate Justice of the Supreme Court, by appointment
of the Governor, as successor to Stej)hen A. Douglas, and was afterwards elected
to the same
office by the Legislature, remaining imtil 1848.
During a part of his professional career he was
the partner of David Prickett and William L.
May, at Springfield, and afterwards a member of
the Galena bar, finally removing to Chicago,
where he died, Feb, 21, 1850.— Jesse B. (Thomas)
third, clergyman and son of the last named born
at Edwardsville, 111.. July 29, 1832; educated at
Kenyon College, Ohio, and Rochester (N. Y.)
Theological Seminary; practiced law for a time
in Chicago, but finally entered the Baptist ministry, serving churches at Waukegan. 111,. Brooklyn, N. Y., and San Francisco (1862-69).
He
l)o.sition

;

H., lawyer

and

legislator,

graduated at
Middlebury College, and, after admission to the
bar, removed to Chicago, where he commenced
At the outbreak of the rebellion he
practice.
enlisted and was commissioned Assistant Adjutant-General of the Army of the Ohio. At the
close of the war he took up his i esidence in Tennessee, serving as Quartermaster upon the staff
In 1^67 he returned to
of Governor Brownlow.

was born

521

and

Vermont, Dec.

18, 1831,

Chicago and resumed practice.

He was

elected

a Representative in the Legislature in 1878 and
re-elected in 1880, being chosen Speaker of the
House during his latter term. In 1888 he was
elected State Senator from the Sixth District,
serving during the sessions of the Thirty-sixth

;

;
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then became pastor of the Michigan Avenue Baptist Church, in Chicago, remaining until 1874,
when he returned to Brooklyn. In 188T he

became Professor of Biblical History in the
Theological Seminary at Newton, Mass., where he
has since resided. He is the author of several
volumes, and. in 1866, received the degree of D.D.
from the old University of Chicago.
THOMAS, Jobn, pioneer and soldier of the
Black Hawk War, was born in Wythe Count}',
Va., Jan. 11, 1800.
At the age of 18 he accompanied his parents to St. Clair County, 111., where
the family located in what was then called the
Alexander settlement, near the present site of
Shiloh.
When he was 22 he rented a farm
(although he had not enougli money to buy a
horse) and married.
Six years later he bought
and stocked a farm, and, from that time forward,
rapidly accumulated real property, until he
became one of the most extensive owners of farming land in St. Clair County. In early life he
was fond of military exercise, holding various
offices in local organizations and serving as a
Colonel in the Black Hawk War. In 1824 he was
one of the leaders of the party opposed to the

amendment

of tlie State Constitution to sanction

was a zealous opponent of the KansasNebraska bill in 1854. and a firm supporter of the
Republican party from the date of its formation.
He was elected to the lower house of the General
Assembly in 1838, '62, "64, "72 and "74; and to the
slavery,

State Senate in 1878, serving four years in the
latter body.
Died, at Belleville, Dec. 16, 1894, in

the

9r)th

year of his age.

THOMAS, John
at
in

R., ex-Congressman, was bovn
Mount Vernon, 111., Oct. 11, 1846. He served
the Union Army during the War of the Rebel-

lion, rising

from the ranks

to

a captaincy.

After

home he studied law, and was admitted to the bar in 1869. From 1872 to 1876 he was
State's Attorney, and, from 1879 to 1889, reprehis return

sented his District in Congress. In 1897, Mr.
Tliomas was appointed by President McKinle.v
an additional United States District Judge for
Indian Territory. His home is now at Vanita,
in that Territory.
THOMAS, William, pioneer lawyer and legislator, was born in what is now Allen County,
Ky., Nov. 22, 1802; received a rudimentary education, and served as deputy of his father (who
was Sheriff) and afterwards of the County Clerk
,

studied law and was admitted to the bar in 1823
in 1826 removed to Jacksonville, 111., where he
taught school, served as a private in the Winnebago War (1827), and at the session of 1828-39,

reported the proceedings of the General Assembly for "'The Vandalia Intelligencer" was State's
;

Attorney and School Commissioner of Morgan
County; served as Quartermaster and Commissary in the Black Hawk War (1831-32), first under
Gen. Joseph Duncan and, a year later, under
General Whiteside in 1839 was appointed Circuit
;

Judge, but legislated out of office two years later.
It was as a member of the Legislature, however,
that he gained the greatest prominence, first as
State Senator in 1834-40, and Representative in
1846-48 and 18.")0-52, when he was especially influential in the legislation which resulted in establishing the institutions for the Deaf and Dumb
and the Blind, and the Hospital for the Insane
(the first in the State) at Jacksonville— serving,
for a time, as a member of the Board of Trustees
of the latter. He was also prominent in connection with many enterprises of a local character,
including the establishment of the Illinois Female
College, to which, although without children of
his own, he was a liberal contributor.
During
tlie first year of the war he was a member of the
Board of Army Auditors by appointment of Governor Yates. Died, at Jacksonville, August 23,
1889.

THORNTON,
Bourbon

Anthony,

County,

Ky.,

was born

jurist,

Nov.

<lescended from a "V^irginia

9,

family.

1814

in

—

being
After tlie

usual primary instruction in the common schools,
lie spent two j'ears in a high school at Gallatin,
Tenn., when he entered C'entre College at Danville, Ky., afterwards continuing his studies at
Miami University, Ohio, where he graduated in
Having studied law with an uncle at
1834.
Paris, Ky., he was licensed to practice in 1836,
when he left his native State with a view to settling in Missouri, but, visiting his uncle. Gen.
William F. Tliornton. at Shelby ville, 111., was
induced to establish himself in practice tliere.

He served as a member of the State Constitutional
Conventions of 1847 and 1862, and as Representative in the Seventeenth General Assembly
(1850-52) for Shelby County.
In 1864 he was
the Thirty-ninth Congress, and, in
the Illinois Supreme Court, but served
1873, when he resigned.
In 1879
Judge Thornton removed to Decatur, III, but
subsequently returned to Shelbj'ville, where
elected to
1870, to

only

until

(1898) he

now

resides.

THORNTON, William Fitzhugh, Commissioner

& Michigan Canal, was born in
Hanover County, Va., Oct. 4, 1789; in 1806, went
where he conducted a drug

of the Illinois

to Alexandria, Va.,

business

for

a

time, also

acting as associate

.UISTOKK'AL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS

523

"The Alexandria Uazette." Subsequently removing to Wasliington City, he conducted a paper there in tlie interest of John
Quincy Adams for tlie Presidency. During the

fsylvania

War

admitted to the bar at Quincy,

editor

of

of 1812-14

lie

served as a Captain of cavalry,

and, for a time, as staff -officer of General Winder.
On occasion of the visit of Marquis La Fayette to
America (1834-2,5) he accompanied tlie distinguished Frenchman from Baltimore to Rich-

In 1829 he removed to Kentucky, and,
in 1833, to Shelbyville, 111., where he soon after
engaged in mercantile business, to which he
added a banking and brokerage business in 1859,
with which he was actively associated until his
death. In 1836, lie was appointed, by Governor
Duncan, one of the Commissioners of the Illinois
& ^Michigan Canal, serving as President of the
Board until 1842. In 1S4U, he made a visit to
London, as financial agent of the State, in the
interest of the Canal, and succeeded in making a
.sale of bonds to the amount of $1,000,000 on what
were then considered favorable terms. General
Thornton was an ardent Whig until the organization of the Republican party, when he became
Died, at Shelbyville. Oct. 21,
a Democrat.
nioiid.

1.S73.

TILLSON, John,

pioneer,

was born

at Halifax,

Mass., March 13, 1796; came to Illinois in 1819,
locating at Hillsboro, Montgomery County, where

he became a prominent and enterprising operator
in real estate, doing a large business for eastern
parties: was one of the founders of Hillsboro
Academy and an influential and libei-al friend of
Illinois College, being a Trustee of the latter
from its establishment until his death was sup;

ported in the Legislature of 1827 for State Treasurer, but defeated by James Hall.
Died, at
Peoria, May 11, 18.Jo.— Christiana Holmes (Tillson), wife of the preceding, was born at Kingston,
Mass., Oct. 10, 1798; married to John Tillson in

and immediately came to Illinois to reside
was a woman of rare culture and refinement, and
1822,

deeply interested in benevolent enterprises.
Died, in New York City, May 29, 1872,— Charles
Holmes (Tillson), son of John and Christiana
Holmes Tillson, was born at Hillsboro. 111.. Sept.
15, 1823; educated at Hillsboro Academy and
Illinois College, graduating from the latter in
1844; studied law in St. Louis and at Transylvania University, was admitted to the bar in St.
Louis and practiced there some years also served
several terms in the City Council, and was a
member of the National Guard of Missouri in the
War of the Rebellion. Died, Nov. 2.5, 186.5.—
John (Tillson), .Ir., another son, was born at

—

Hillsboro,

111.,

Oct.

12.

1825; educated at Hills-

boro Academy and Illinois College, but did not
graduate from the latter; graduated from Traii-

Law

School,

year; practiced

returned to Quincy.

Tenth Regiment

Ky., in

two years

1847,

and was

111.,

the same

at Galena,

when he

In 1861 he enlisted in the

Illinois Volunteers,

became

its

Lieutenant-Colonel, on the promotion of Col. J. D.
to Brigadier-General, was advanced to
the colonelcy, and, in July, 1865, was mu.stered
out with the rank of brevet Brigadier-General

Morgan

two years later held a commission as Captain
army. During a portion of 1869-70
he was editor of "The Quincy Whig"; in i873
was elected Representative in the Twenty-eighth
General Assembly to succeed Nehemiah Bushnell,
who had died in office, and, during the same year,
was appointed Collector of Internal Revenue for
the Quincy District, serving until 1881. Died,
for

in the regular

August

6,

1892.

TILLSON, Robert, jiioneer, was born in Halifax County, Mass., August 12, 1800; came to Illinois in 1822, and was employed, for .several years,
as a clerk in the land agency of his brother, John
Tillson, at Hillsboro.
In 1826 he engaged in the
mercantile business with Charles Holmes, Jr., in
Louis, but. in 1828,

removed to Quincy, 111.,
first general store in that
served as Postmaster for ,some ten
years
During this period he built the first twostory frame building erected in Quincy, up to
that date. Retiring from the mercantile business
St.

where he opened the

city;

in

also

1840

he engaged in real

estate,

ultimately

Incoming the proprietor of considerable property
of this character was also a contractor for fur;

nishing cavalry accouterments to tlie Government
during the war. Soon after the war he ei'ected
one of the handsomest business blocks existing
in the city at that time.
Died, in Quincy, Dec.
27. 1892.

TIN'CHER, John L., banker, was born in Kentucky in 1821 brought by his parents to Vermilion County, Ind., in 1829, and left an orphan at
17; attended school in Coles County, 111
and
was employed as clerk in a store at Danville,
1843-53.
He then became a member of the firm
of Tincher & English, merchants, later establish;

,

ing a bank, which became the First National
Bank of Danville. In 1864 Mr Tincher was
Representative in tlie Twenty-fourth

elected

General Assembly and, two years later, to the
Senate, being re-elected in 1870. He was also a
member of the State Constitutional Convention
of 1869-70.

Died, in Springfield, Dec.

17.

1871,

)
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while in attendance on the adjourned session of

President John Quincy Adams, but was removed

by Jackson in

that year.

and jurist, was
TIPTON, Thomas
born in Franklin County, Ohio, August 29, 1833;
County,
111., from
McLean
has been a resident of
F., lawj'er

the age of 10 years, his present home being at
Bloomington. He was admitted to the bar in
1857, and, from January, 1867, to December, 1868,
was State's Attorney for the Eighth Judicial
In 1870 he was elected Judge of the
Circuit.

new

same circuit, and under the
was chosen Judge of the new Fourteenth

From

Constitution,

the

Circuit.

(then)

1877 to 1879 he represented
Thirteenth Illinois District in Congress, but, in
1878, was defeated by Adlai E. Stevenson, the
Democratic nominee. In 1891 he was re-elected
to a seat on the Circuit bench for the Bloomington
Circuit, but resumed practice at the expiration
of his term in 1897.
TISKILWA, a village of

the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railway, 7
miles southwest of Princeton; the district is
agricultural; the town has one bank and a
Population (1880), 753; (1890), 801.
newspaper.
TODD, (Col.) John, soldier, was born in Montgomery County, Pa., in 1750; took part in the
battle of Point Pleasant, Va., in 1774, as Adjutant-General of General Lewis; settled as a

lawyer at Finca.stle, Va., and, in 1775, removed
to Fayette County, Ky., the next year locating
near Lexington. He was one of the first two
Delegates from Kentucky County to the Virginia
House of Burgesses, and, in 1778, accompanied
Col. George Rogers Clark on his expedition
against Kaskaskia and Vinoennes. In December, 1778, he was appointed by Gov. Patrick

Todd continued to reside
which occui-red,

He was a grandson of John Todd,
who was appointed Commandant of Illinois

Jan.

9,

1865.

in 17.78, and an
Mrs. Abraham Lincoln. — John Dlalr
Smith (Todd), son of the preceding, was born at

Coimty by Gov. Patrick Henry
uncle of

Lexington, Ky., April
father to Illinois in 1817

1814; came with his
graduated at the United

4,
;

Academy

in 1837, serving afterin the Florida and Mexican wars and on
the frontier; resigned, and was an Indian-trader
in Dakota, 1856-61
the latter year, took his
seat as a Delegate in Congress from Dakota,
then served as Brigadier-General of Volunteers, 1861-62; was again Delegate in Congress
in 1863-65, Speaker of the Dakota Legislature

States Military

wards

;

in 1867,

Bureau County, on

Dr.

1839.

at Springfield until his death,

Died, at

and Governor of the Territory,

Yankton

TOLEDO,

Citj',

a village

Jan.

5.

1869-71.

1873.

and the county-seat of

Count}', on the Peoria, Decatur &
Evansville Railroad, founded in 1854; has five
churches, a graded school, a bank and two
weekly newspapers. There are no manufactories, the leading industry in the surrounding
country being agriculture. Population (1880),

Cumberland

432; (1890), 676; (1896), e.stimated,

8.50.

TOLEDO, CINCINXATI & ST. LOUIS RAILKansas City
ROAD. (See Toledo, St. Louis
<fe

Railroad.

TOLEDO, PEORIA &

WARSAW RAILROAD.

(See Toledo, Peoria ct Western Railway. )

TOLEDO, PEORIA & WESTERN RAILROAD.
(See Toledo. Peoria <t We.-itern Railway.

TOLEDO, PEORIA & WESTERN RAILWAY,

Lieutenant-Commandant
Henry,
County, embracing the region northwest of the
Ohio River, serving two years; in 1780, was again
a member of the Virginia Legislature, where he
procured grants of land for public schools and
introduced a bill for negro-emancipation. He
was killed by Indians, at the battle of Blue
Licks, Ky., August 19, 1783.
TODD, (Dr.) John, physician, born near Lexington, Ky., April 37, 1787, was one of the earliest graduates of Transylvania University, also
graduating at the Medical University of Philadelphia; was appointed Surgeon-General of Kentucky troops in the War of 1813, and captured at
the battle of River Raisin. Returning to Lexington after his release, he practiced there and

a line of railroad wholly within the State of Illinois, extending from Effner. at the Indiana State
line, west to the Mississippi River at Warsaw.

at Bardstown, removed to Edwardsville, 111., in
1817, and, in 1837, to Springfield, where he had
been appointed Register of the Land Office by

made

of

Illinois

The length of the whole line is 330. 7 miles, owned
entirely by tlie company. It is made up of a
division from Effner to Peoria (110 9 miles)
which is practically an air-line throughout nearly
and the Peoria and Warsaw
its entire length
Division (108.8 miles) with branches from La
Harpe to Iowa Junction (10.4 miles) and 0.6 of a
mile connecting with the Keokuk bridge at
Hamilton. (History.) The original charter for
this line was granted, in 1863, under the name of
the Toledo, Peoria & Warsaw Raih'oad the main
line was completed in 1868, and the La Harpe &
Iowa Junction branch in 1873. Default was

—

;

in 1873. the road sold under foreclosure, in
1880, and reorganized as the Toledo, Peoria &
Western Railroad, and the line leased for 49;^'
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years to the Wabash,

St.

Louis

&

Pacific

Railway

Company. The latter defaulted in July, 1884,
and, a year later, the Toledo, Peoria & Western
was transferred to trustees for the first mortgage
bond-holders, was sold under foreclosure in
October, 1886, and, in March, 1887, the present

company, under the name of the Toledo, Peoria
& Western Railway Company, was organized for
the purpose of taking over the property. In 1893
the Pennsylvania Railroad Company obtained a
controlling interest in the stock, and, in 1894, an
agreement, for joint ownership and management,
was entered into between that corporation and
the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad ComThe total capitalization, in 1898, was
pany.
$9,713,433, of

which

S4,07G,9(tl)

was

in .stock

and

$4,895,000 in bonds.

LOUIS & KANSAS CITY RAIL-

TOLEDO, ST.
ROAD. This line crosses

the State in a northeast
direction from East St. Louis to Humrick, near
the Indiana State line, with Toledo as its eastern

terminus. The length of the entire line is 4.')0.72
miles, of which 179V2 miles are operated in Illinois.
(History. ) The Illinois portion of the
line grew out of the union of charters granted to
the Tuscola, Charleston & Vincennes and the
Charleston, Neoga & St. Louis Railroad Companies, which were consolidated in 1881 with
certain Indiana lines under the name of the
During
Toledo, Cincinnati & St. Louis Railroad.
1883 a narrow-gauge road was constructed from
Ridge Farm, in Vermilion County, to East St.
Louis (172 miles). In 188.") this was sold under
foreclosure and, in June. 1886, consolidated with
the main line under the name of the Toledo, St.
Louis & Kansas City Railroad. The whole line
was changed to standard gauge in 1887-89, and
otherwise materially improved, but, in 1893,
went into the liands of receivers. Plans of reorganization have been under consideration, but

the receivers were

still in

control in 1898.

TOLEDO, WABASH & WESTERN RAILROAD. (See Wabasli Railroad.)
TOLONO, a city in Champaign County, situated
lit the intersection of the Wabash and the Illinois
Central Railroads, 9 miles south of Champaign
and 37 miles east-northeast of Decatur. Carriages and furniture constitute its chief articles
It is the business center of an
of manufacture.
agricultural region. The town has five churches,
a graded school, a bank and a weekly newspaper.

Population (1880). 905; (1890), 902.
TOMCA, a village of La Salle County, on the
Illinois Central Railway. 15 miles south of La
Salle the district is agricultural, but the place
;

535

has some manufactures and a new.spaper.

Popu-

lation (1890), 473.

TONTY, Chevalier Henry

«1p,

explorer and sol

Wliat is
born at Gaeta, Italy, about 1650
as the Tontine system of insurance
undoubtedly originated with his father. Tlie
younger Tonty was adventurous, and, even as a
youth, took part in numerous land and naval
encounters. In the course of his experience he
lost a hand, which was replaced by an ii-on or
copper substitute. He embarked with La Salle
in 1678, and aided in the construction of a fort at
Niagara. He advanced into the country of the
Illinois and established friendly relations with
them, only to witness the defeat of his putative
savage allies by the Iroquois. After various
(Her,

now known

encounters (chiefly under the direction of La
Salle) with the Indians in Illinois, he returned
to Green Bay in 1G81. The .same year— under La
Salle's orders— he began the erection of Fort St.
Louis, on what is now called "Starved Rock" in
La Salle County. In 1682 he descended the Mississippi to its mouth, with La Salle, but was
ordered back to Mackinaw for assistance. In
1684 he returned to Illinois and successfully
repulsed the Iroquois from Fort St. Louis. In
1686 he again descended the Mississippi in search
Disheartened by the deatli of his
of La Salle.
commander and the loss of his early comrades,
he took up his residence with the Illinois Indians.

Among them
as a hunter

he was found by Iberville in

and

1700,

He died, in Mobile,
He was La Salle's most effi-

fur-ti-ader.

in September, 1704.

and next to his ill-fated leader,
more than any other of the early French

cient coadjutor,

did

explorers to

make

Illinois

known

to the civilized

world.

TOPOGRAPHY.

Illinois

generally speak-

is,

If low water at
an elevated table-land.
Cairo be adopted as the maximum depression, and
the summits of the two ridges hereinafter mentioned as the highest points of elevation, the altitude of this table land above the sea-lev'el varies
from 300 to 850 feet, the mean elevation being
about 600 feet. The State has no mountain
chains, and its few hills are probably the result
of unequal denudation during the drift epoch.
In some localities, particularly in the valley of
the upper Mississippi, the streams have cut
channels from 200 to 300 feet deep through the

ing,

nearly horizontal strata, and here are found precipitous scarps, but. for the most part, the
fundamental rocks are covered by a thick layer

In the northwest there is a
broken tract of uneven ground the central por-

of detrital material.

;
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tion of the State

is

almost wholly

flat prairie,

and, in the alluvial lands in the State, there are
many deep valleys, eroded by the action of
streams. The surface generally slopes toward

the south and southwest, but the uniformity is
broken by two ridges, which cross the State, one
The northern ridge crosses
in either extremity.
the Rock River at Grand Detour and the Illinois
at Split Rock, with

an extreme altitude of 800 to

850 feet above sea. level, though the altitude of
Mount Morris, in Ogle County, exceeds 900 feet.

That in the south consists of a range of hills in
the latitude of Jonesboro, and extending from
Shawneetown to Grand Tower. These hills are
also about 800 feet above the level of the ocean.
The highest point in the State is in Jo Daviess
County, just south of the Wisconsin State line
(near Scale's Mound) reaching an elevation of
1,257 feet above sea-level, while the highest in
the south is in the northeast corner of Pope
Covmty— 1,046 feet a spur of the Ozark mountains.
The following statistics regarding elevations are taken from a report of Prof. C. W.
Rolfe, of the University of Illinois, based on
observations made under the auspices of the Illinois Board of World's Fair Commissioners; The
lowest gauge of the Ohio river, at its mouth
(above sea-level), is 268.58 feet, and the mean
level of Lake Michigan at Chicago 581.28 feet.
The altitudes of a few prominent points are as
follows: Highest point in Jackson County, 695
feet; "Bald Knob" in Union County, 985; high-

—

Cook County (Barrington). 818; in La
County (Mendota), 747; in Livingston

est point in

Salle

(Strawn), 770; in Will (Monee), 804; in Pike
(Arden), 790; in Lake (Lake Zurich), 880; in
Bureau, 910; in Boone, 1,010; in Lee (Carnahan),
1,017; in Stephenson (Waddam's Grove), 1,018;

Kane (Briar Hill), 974; in Winnebago, 985.
The elevations of important towns are Peoria,
in

:

465;

Jacksonville, 602; Springfield, 596;

Gales-

burg, 755; Joliet, 537; Rockford, 728; BloomingOutside of the immediate valleys of
ton, 821.

the streams, and a few isolated groves or copses,
little timber is found in the northern and central
portions of the State, and such growth as there
is, lacks the thriftiness characteristic of the forests in the Ohio valley.
These forests cover a
belt extending some sixty miles north of Cairo,
and, while they generally include few coniferous
trees, they abound in various species of oak,
black and white walnut, white and yellow poplar, ash, elm, sugar-maple, linden, honey locust,
Cottonwood, mulberry, sycamore, pecan, persimmon, and (in the immediate valley of the Ohio)

From a commercial point of view,
Illinois loses nothing through the lack of timber
over three-fourtlis of the State's area. Chicago
is an accessible market for the product of the
forests of the upper lakes, so that the supply of
the cypress.

lumber is ample, while extensive coal-fields supply abundant fuel. The rich soil of the prairies,
with its abundance of organic matter (see Geological

Formations) more than compensates for
.

the want of pine forests, whose soil is ill adapted
About two-thirds of the entire
to agriculture.
boundary of the State consists of navigable
waters. These, with their tributary streams,
ensure sufficient drainage.

TORREXS LAND TITLE SYSTEM. A system
for the registration of titles to,

and incumbrances

upon, land, as well as transfers tliereof, intended
to remove all unnecessary obstructions to the
cheap, simple and safe sale, acquisition and
transfer of realty. The system has been in successful operation in Canada, Australia, New Zea-

land and British Columbia for many years, and
also in force in some States in the American
Union.
An act providing for its introduction
into Illinois was first passed by the TwentyAssembly, and approved. June 13,
General
ninth
1895.
The final legislation in reference thereto
was enacted by the succeeding Legislature, and
was approved, May 1, 1897. It is far more elaborate in its consideration of details, and is believed
it is

to be, in many respects, much better adapted to
accomplish the ends in view, than was the original act of 1895. The law is applicable only to
counties of the first and second class, and can be
adopted in no county except by a vote of a
majority of the qualified voters of the same the
vote "for" or "against" to be taken at either the

—

or April elections, or at an election
Thus far the only
for the choice of Judges.

November

county to adopt the system lias been Cook, ami
it encountered strong opposition on tlie

there

part of certain parties of influence and wealth.
After its adoption, a test case was brought, raising the question of the constitutionality of the

The issue was taken to the Supreme Court,
which tribunal finally upheld the law.— The
Torrens system substitutes a certificate of registration and of transfer for the more elaborate
deeds and mortgages in use for centuries. Under
it there can be no actual transfer of a title until
the same is entered upon the public land legister, kept in the oflice of the Registrar, in which
case the deed or mortgage becomes a mere power
of attorney to authorize the transfer to be made,
upon the principle of an ordinary stock transfer,

act.
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or of the registration of a United States bond,
the actual transfer and public notice thereof
being simultaneous. A brief sj-nopsis of the provisions of tlie Illinois statute is given below:
Recorders of deeds are made Registrars, and
required to give bonds of either SoO.OOO or §200,000, according to the population of the county.

Any
land,

person or corporation, having an interest in
may make application to any court having

chancery jurisdiction, to have his

title

thereto

Such application must be in writing, signed and verified by oath, and must conform, in matters of specification and detail, with
the requirements of the act. The court may refer
registered.

the application to one of the standing examiners
appointed by the Registrar, who are required to
be competent attorneys and to give bond to examine into the title, as well as the truth of the
applicant's statements. Immediately upon the
filing of the application, notice thereof is given
by the clerk, through publication and the issuance
of a summons to be served, as in other proceedings in chancery, against all persons mentioned
in the petition as having or claiming any interest in the property described.
Any person interested, whether named as a defendant or not, may
enter an appearance within the time allowed. A
failure to enter an appearance is regarded a.s a
confession by default. The court, in passing
upon the application, is in no case bound by the
examiner's report, but may require other and
further proof and, in its final adjudication, passes
upon all questions of title and incumbrance,
directing the Registrar to register the title in the
party in whom it is to be vested, and making
provision as to the manner and order in which
incumbrances thereon shall appear upon the
An appeal may be
i^ertificate to be issued.
allowed to the Supreme Court, if prayed at the
time of entering the decree, upon like terms as
in other cases in chancery; and a writ of error
may be sued out from that tribunal within two
years after the entry of the order or decree.
The period last mentioned may be said to be the
statutory period of limitation, after which the
decree of tlie court must be regarded as final,
although safeguards are provided for those who
may have been defrauded, and for a few other
Upon the filing of the order
classes of persons.
or decree of the court, it becomes the duty of the
Registrar to issue a certificate of title, the form
of which is prescribed by the act, making such
notations at the end as shall show and preserve
the priorities of all estates, mortgages, incumbrances and changes to which the owner's title is
:
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For the purpose of preserving evidence
of the owner's handwriting, a receipt for the
certificate, duly witnessed or acknowledged, is
subject.

required of him, which is preserved in the Regisoffice.
In case any registered owner
should desire to transfer the whole or any part of
his estate, or any interest tliei'ein, he is required
to execute a conveyani-e to the transferee, which,
trar's

together with the certificate of title last issued,
must be surrendered to the Registrar. That

thereupon issues a new certificate, stamping the word "cancelled" across the surrendered
certificate, as well as upon the corresponding
entry in his books of record. When land is first
brought within the operation of the act, the
receiver of the certificate of title is required to
pay to the Registrar one-tenth of one per cent of
the value of the land, the aggregate so received
to be deposited with and invested by the County
Treasurer, and reserved as an indemnity fund
for the reimbursement of persons sustaining any
loss through any omission, mistake or malfeasance of the Registrar or his subordinates. The
advantage claimed for the Torrens system is,
chiefly, that titles registered thereunder can be
dealt with more safely, quickly and inexpensively
than under the old system; it being possible to
close the entire transaction within an hour or
two, without the need of an abstract of title,
while (as the law is administered in Cook County)
the cost of transfer is only S3. It is asserted that
a title, once registered, can be dealt witli almost
official

as quickly and cheaply, and quite as safely, as
shares of stock or registered bonds.

TOULON, the couuty-.seat of Stark County,
situated on the Peoria & Rock Island Railroad,
37 miles north-northwest of Peoria, and 11 miles
southeast of Galva.
house, the

town has

Besides the county courtfive churches and a high
two weekly papers, a

school, as well as a bank,

woolen factory and a cheese factory.
(1880), 967:

TOWER

(1890),

Population

94.J.

HILL, a

village of Shelby County, on

the Cleveland. Cincinnati, Chicago

and the Baltimore

&

&

St.

Louis

Ohio Southwestern Rail-

roads, 6 miles east of Pana.

The

district is agri-

Population, .WO.
TOWXSHEXD, Richard W., lawyer and Congressman, was born in Prince George's County,
Between the ages of 10
Md., April 30, 1840.
and 18 he attended public and private schools
In 1858 he came to
at Washington, D. C.
Illinois, where he began teacliing, at the same
time reading law with S. S. Marshall, at McLeansboro, where he was admitted to the bar
cultural.

,
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and where he began practice. From 1863
was Circuit Clerk of Hamilton County,
and, from 1868 to 18T2, Prosecuting Attorney for
the Twelfth Judicial Circuit. In 1873 he removed
to Shawneetown, where he became an ofHcer of
in 1862,

to 1868 he

tlie

Gallatin National Bank.

From

1!;64

to 1875

he was a member of the Democratic State Central Committee, and a delegate to the National
Democratic Convention at Baltimore, in 1872.
For twelve years (1877 to 1889) he represented
his District in Congress; was re-elected in 1888,
but died, March 9, 1889, a few days after the
beginning of his seventh term.
TRACT, John M., artist, was born in Illinois
about 1843 served in an Illinois regiment dirring
the Civil War; studied painting in Paris in
1866-76 established himself as a portrait painter
in St. Louis and, later, won a high reputation as
a painter of animals, being regarded as an authority on the anatomy of the horse and the dog.
;

;

Died, at Ocean Springs, Miss.,

TREASURERS.

March

20, 1893.

(See State Treasurers.)

TREAT, Samuel Hubbel, lawyer and

jurist,

was born at Plainfield, Otsego County, N. Y.
June 21, 1811, worked on his father's farm and
studied law at Eiohfield, where he was admitted
to practice.

In 1834 he

came

to Springfield,

111.

traveling most of the way on foot. Here he
formed a partnership with George Forquer, who
had held the offices of Secretary of State and

Attorney-General. In 1839 he was appointed a
Circuit Judge, and, on the reorganization of the

Supreme Court in 1841, was elevated to the
Supreme bench, being acting Chief Justice at tlie
time of the adoption of the Constitution of 1848.
Having been elected to the Supreme bench under
the new Constitution, he remained in office until
March, 1855, when he resigned to take the position of Judge of the United States District Court
for the Southern District of Illinois, to which he
had been appointed by President Pierce. This
position he continued to occupy \intil his death,

which occm-reil at Springfield, March 27,
Judge Treat's judicial career was one of the

diplomat and ex-Congressman, was born in Washington, D. C, Nov.
29, 1832, of an ancestry distinguished in the War
of the Revolution. He received a superior clasjurist,

with

Population, 508.
TRENTON, a

town of Clinton County, on the
31 miles
Louis; has six churches, a public

& Ohio Southwestern Railway,

Baltimore

)

TREE, Lambert,

chiefly connected

Convention which first nominated Grover Cleveland, and, in July, 1885, President Cleveland
appointed him Minister to Belgium, conferring
the Russian mission upon him in September, 1888.
On March 3, 1889, he resigned this post and
returned home. In 1890 he was appointed by
President Harrison a Commissioner to the International Monetary Conference at Washington.
The year before he had attended (although not as
a delegate) the International Conference, at Brussels, looking to the suppression of the slave-trade,
where he exerted all his influence on the side of
hmnanity. In 1892 Belgium conferred upon him
the distinction of "Councillor of Honor" upon its
commission to the World's Columbian ExposiIn 1896 Judge Tree was one of the most
tion.
earnest opponents of the free-silver policy, and,
after the Spanish-American War, a zealous advocate of the policy of retaining the territory
acquired from Spain.
TREMONT, a town of Tazewell County, on the
Peoria Division of the Cleveland, Cincinnati,
Chicago & St. Louis Railway, 9 miles southeast
of Pekin; has a bank and two newspapers.

east of St.

a period
which fourteen were
thirty-two
the
bench,
and
spent upon
Supreme
in the position of Judge of the United States District Court.
TREATIES. (See Greenville, Treaty of; Indian

has been

spent in foreign travel, returning to Chicago in
1878.
In that year, and again in 1880, he was
the Democratic candidate for Congx-ess from the
Fourth Illinois District, but was defeated by his
Republican opponent. In 1885 he was the candidate of his party for United States Senator, but
was defeated by John A. Logan, by one vote. In
1884 he was a member of the National Democratic

long-

forty-eight years, of

Treaties.

sional career

In 1864 he was chosen President of
the Law Institute, and served as Judge of the
Circuit Court of Cook County, from 1870 to 1875,
when he resigned. The three following years he
that city.

1887.

est in the history of the State, covering

of

sical and professional education, and was admitted to the bar, at Washington, in October, 1855.
Removing to Chicago soon afterward, his profes-

school and one newspaper. It is in an agricultural district, though considerable coal is mined.

Population (1880), 1,188; (1890) 1,384.
TROT, a village of Madison County, on the
Terre Haute & Indianapolis Railroad, 31 miles
northeast of St. Louis has a bank and a newsPopulation (1880), 648; (1890), 826.
paper.
;

T'RUITT, James Madison, lawyer and soldier,
a native of Trimble County, Ky., was born Feb.
12, 1842,

but lived in

liaving settled near

Illinois since 1843, his father

Carrollton that year;

was
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educated at Hillsboi-o and at McKendree College
enlisted in the One Hundred and Seventeenth
Illinois Volunteers in 1862, and was promoted
from the ranks to Lieutenant. After the war he
studied law with Jesse J. Phillips, now of the

Supreme Court, and,

in 1872.

was elected

to the

Twenty-eighth General Assembly, and, in 1888, a
Presidential Elector on the Republican ticket.
Mr. Truitt has been twice a prominent but unsuccessful candidate for the Republican nomination
for Attorney-General.
His home is at Hillsboro,
where he is engaged in the practice of his profession.

TRUMBULL, Lyman,

statesman,

was born

at

Colchester. Conn., Oct. 12, 1813, descended from
historical family, being a grand-nephew of
Gov. Jonathan Trumbull, of Connecticut, from
whom the name "Brother Jonathan" was derived
as an appellation for Americans. Having received
an academic education in his native town, at the
age of 16 he began teaching a district school near
his home, went South four years later, and engaged in teaching at Greenville, Ga. Here he
studied law with Judge Hiram Warner, afterwards of the Supreme Court, and was admitted to
the bar in 1837. Leaving Georgia the same year, he
came to Illinois on horseback, visiting Vandalia.

a

Belleville, Jacksonville, Springfield,

La

Salle,

and

finally

Tremont and

reaching Chicago, then a

village of four or live thousand inhabitants.

At

Jacksonville he obtained a license to practice
from Judge Lockwood, and, after visiting Michi-

gan and his native State, he settled at Belleville,
which continued to be his home for twenty years.
His entrance into public life began with his election as Representative in the General Assembly
in 1840.
This was followed, in February, 1841.
by his appointment by Governor Carlin. Secretary of State, as the successor of Stephen A.
Douglas, who, after holding the position only two
months, had resigned to accept a seat on the
Supreme bench. Here he remained two years,
when he was removed by Governor Ford, Slarch
4, 1843, but, five years later (1848), was elected a
Justice of the Supreme Court, was re-elected in
1853, but resigned in 18.53 on account of impaired
health.
A year later (18.'54) he was elected to
Congress from the Belleville District as an antiNebraska Democrat, but, before taking his seat,
was promoted to the United States Senate, as the
successor of General Shields in the memorable contest of 18.55, which resulted in the defeat of Abraham Lincoln. Senator Trumbull's career of
eighteen years in the United States Senate (being
re-elected in 1861 and 1867) is one of the most

memorable
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in the history of that body, covering,

it does, the whole history of the war for the
Union, and the period of reconstruction which
followed it. During this period, as Chairman of
the Senate Committee on Judiciary, he had more

as

on war and reconany other single member
While he disagreed with a large

to do in shaping legislation

struction measures than
of that body.

majority of his Republican associates on the question of Andrew Johnson's impeachment, he was
always found in sympathy with them on the vital

war and restoration of the
Civil Rights Bill and Freedmen's
were shaped by his hand. In 1872
he joined in the "Liberal Republican" movement
and afterwards co-operated with the Democratic
party, being their candidate for Governor in
1880.
From 1863 his home was in Chicago,
where, after retiring from the Senate, he conquestions affecting the

Union.

The

Bureau

Bills

tinued in the practice of his profession until his
death, which occurred in that city, June 25, 1896.

TUG MILLS.
machine used

in

These were a sort of primitive
grinding corn in Territorial and

The mechanism consisted of an
upright shaft, into the upper end of which were
fastened bars, resembling those in the capstan of
a ship. Into the outer end of each of these bars
was driven a pin. A belt, made of a broad strip
of ox-hide, twisted into a sort of rope, was
stretched around these pins and wrapped twice
early State days.

around a circular piece of wood called a trundle
head, through which passed a perpendicular flat
bar of iron, which turned the millstone, usually
about eighteen inches in diameter. From the
upright shaft projected a beam, to which were
hitched one or two horses, wliicli furnished the
motive power. Oxen were sometimes employed
as motive power in lieu of horses.
These rudimentary contrivances were capable of grinding
about twelve bushels of corn, each, per day.
TULET, Murray Floyd, lawyer and jurist, was
born at Louisville, Ky., March 4, 1827, of English
extraction and descended from the early settlers
of Virginia. His father died in 1833, and, eleven
years later, his mother, having married Col.
Richard J. Hamilton, for many years a prominent
lawyer of Chicago, removed with her family to
that city. Young Tuley began reading law with
his step-father and completed his studies at the
Louisville Law Institute in 1847, the same year
being admitted to the bar in Cliicago. About the
.same time he enlisted in the Fifth Illinois Volunteers for service in tlie Mexican War, and was
commissioned First Lieutenant. The war having
ended, he .settled at Santa Fe, N. M., where he

"
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practiced law, and

was

also appointed AttorneyGeneral and elected a member of the Territorial
Legislature.
In 1865 he returned to Chicago
and, from 1869 to '73, was Corporation Counsel.
In 1878 he represented the First Ward in the City
Council, and, in 1879, was elected to the bench of

the Cook County Circuit Court, re-elected in 1885,
and again in 1891. Judge Tuley's professional
tastes inclined him toward chancery law, and a
majority of the oases coming up for hearing on
the equity side of the court were heard by him.

For many years he presided as Chief Justice.
Resigning his position upon the bench in 1893, he
has since been engaged in the practice of his

TUjVMCLIFFE, Damon
in

U., lawyer

Herkimer County, N.

Y.,

and jurist,
August 20,

1829; at the age of 20, emigrated to IlUnois, settling in Vermont, Fulton County, where, for a
time, he was engaged in mercantile pursuits. He
subsequently studied law, and was admitted to
the bar in 1853. In 1854 he established himself
at Macomb, McDonough County, where he built
up a large and lucrative practice. In 1868 he
was chosen Presidential Elector on the Republican ticket, and, from February to June, 1885,
by appointment of Governor Oglesby, occupied a
seat on the bench of the Supreme Court, vice
Pinkney H. Walker, deceased, who had been one

of his

lirst

Battle of

professional preceptors.
Basil (Ivan Vasilevitch Tur-

TURCHIN, John

chinoff), soldier, engineer

in Russia, Jan. 80, 1822.

and author, was born

He graduated from

the

Petersburg, in 1841, apd
was commissioned ensign; participated in the
Hungarian campaign of 1849, and, in 1852, was
artillery school at St.

assigned to the staff of the Imperial Guards;
served through the Crimean War, rising to the
rank of Colonel, and being made senior staff
In 1856 he came to
officer of the active corps.
this country, settling in Chicago, and, for five
years, was in the service of the Illinois Central
Railway Company as topographical engineer. In
1861 he was commissioned Colonel of the Nineteenth Illinois Volunteers, and. after leading his

regiment in Missouri, Kentucky and Alabama,
was, on July 7, 1862, promoted to a BrigadierGeneralship, being attached to the Army of the
Cumberland until 1864, when he resigned. After
the war he was, for six years, solicitor of patents
at Chicago, but, in 1873, returned to engineering.
In 1879 he established a Polish colony at Radom,
in Washington County, in this State, and settled
as a farmer. He is an occasional contributor to
the press, writing usually on military or scientific

and is the author of the "Campaign and
Chickamauga" (Chicago, 1888).
a town in Winfield Township, Du

TURNER,

Page County, 30 miles west of Chicago, at the
junction of two divisions of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy, and the Chicago & Northwestern Railroads. Manufacturing is carried on to a
considerable extent, the town having a rolling
mill, manufactories of wagons and pumps, and
railroad repair shops.

It also

a graded school, and
Population (1880), 1,001;

TURNER,
estate

August

profession.

was born

subjects,

a

has four churches.
newspaper.

weekly

(1890), 1,506.

Henry L., soldier and realwas born at Oberlin, Ohio,
and received a part of his eduthe college there. During the Civil
(Col.)

operator,

26, 1845,

cation in
War he served as First Lieutenant In the One
Hundred and Fiftieth Ohio Volunteers, and

with the .same rank in a colored regiment,
taking part in the operations about Richmond,
the capture of Fort Fisher, of Wilmington and of
Gen. Joe Johnston's army.
Coming to Chicago after the close of the war, he became connected with the business office of "The Advance,
but later was employed in the banking house of
Jay Cooke & Co., in Philadelphia. On the failure
of that concern, in 1872, lie returned to Chicago
and bought "The Advance," which he conducted
some two years, when he sold out and engaged in
the real estate business, with which he has since
been identified being President of the Chicago
Real Estate Board in 1888. He has also been
President of the We.stern Publishing Company
and a Trustee of Oberlin College. Colonel Turner
is an enthusiastic member of the Illinois National
Guard and, on the declaration of war between the
United States and Spain, in April, 1898, promptly
resumed his connection with the First Regiment
of the Guard, and finally led it to Santiago de
Cuba during the fighting there his regiment
being the only one from Illinois to see actual service in the field during the progress of the war.
Colonel Turner won the admiration of his command and the entire nation by the manner in
which he discharged his dut}^ Tlie regiment
was mustered out at Chicago, Nov, 17, 1898. when
he retired to private life.
later,

—

—

TURNER, John

Bice, Railway President,

was

born at Colchester, Delaware County, N. Y., Jan.
14, 1799; after a brief
business career in his
native State, he became identified with the construction and operation of railroads. Among the
works with which he was thus connected, were
the Delaware Division of the New York & Erie
and the Troy & Sclienectady Roads. In 1843 he
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to Chicago, having previously purchased a
large body of land at Blue Island.
In 1847 he

joined with W. B. Ogden and others, in resuscitating the Galena & Chicago Union Railway,
which had been incorporated in 1836. He became

5:u

the chief factors in founding and building up
the Illinois State Teachers" Association, and the
State Agricultural and Horticultural Societies.
His address on "The Millennium of Labor,"
delivered at the first State Agricultural Fair at

President of the Company in 1850, and assisted in
constructing various sections of road in Northern
Illinois and Wisconsin, which have since become

Springfield, in 1853,

& Northwestern system.
also one of the original Directors of the
North Side Street Railway Company, organized

and religious affairs, he long bore the reproach
which attached to the radical Abolitionist, only

portions of the Chicago

He was
in 1859.

Dieil,

Feb.

26, 1871.

TURNER, Jonathan

Baldwin, educator and

was born in Templeton, Mass., Dec.
grew up on a farm and, before reaching

agriculturist,
7,

1805

;

his majority, began teaching in a country school.

After spending a short time in an academy at
Salem, in 1837 he entered the preparatory department of Yale College, supporting himself, in part,
by manual labor and teaching in a gymnasium.
In 1829 he matriculated in the classical department at Yale, graduated in 1833, and the same
year accepted a position as tutor in Illinois College at Jacksonville, 111., which had been opened,
three years previous, by the late Dr. J. M. Sturtevant.
In the next fourteen years he gave instruction in nearly every branch embraced in the
college curriculum, though holding, during most
of this period, the chair of Rhetoric and English
Literature.
In 1847 he retired from college
duties to give attention to scientific agriculture,
in which he had always manifested a deep interest. The cultivation and sale of the Osage orange
as a hedge-plant now occupied his attention for
many years, and its successful introduction in
Illinois and other Western States where the
absence of timber rendered some substitute a
necessity for fencing purposes was largely due
At the same time he took a deep
to his efforts.
interest in the cause of practical scientific education for the industrial classes, and, about 1850.
began formulating that system of industrial education which, after twelve years of labor ami
agitation, he had the satisfaction of seeing
recognized in the act adopted by Congress, and
approved by President Lincoln, in July, 1862,
making liberal donations of public lands for the
establishment of "Industrial Colleges" in the
several States, out of which grew the University
While Professor Turof Illinois at Champaign.
ner had zealous colaborers in this field, in Illinois
him.
more
than to any other
and elsewhere, to
single man in the Nation, belongs the credit for
achievement.
(See Education.
this magnificent
and University of Illinois.) He was also one of

—

—

is still

remembered

as

mark-

ing an era in industrial progress in Illinois.
A
zealous champion of free thought, in both political

to enjoy, in later years, the respect universally

accorded to those who had the courage and
independence to avow their honest convictions.
Prof. Turner was twice an unsuccessful candidate
for Congress— once as a Republican and once as
an "Independent" and wrote much on political,
religious and educational topics.
The evening of
an honored and useful life was spent among

—

friends in Jacksonville,

more than

which was

his

home

for

sixty years, his death taking place in

that city, Jan.

10, 1899,

at the

advanced age of

Mary Turner Carriel. at the present time (1899) one of the Trustees of the University of Illinois, is Prof. Turner's only daughter.
93 years.— Mrs.

tURXER, Thomas J,, lawyer "and Congressman, born in Trumbull County, Ohio, April 5,
1815.
Leaving home at the age of 18, he spent
three years in Indiana and in the mining districts about Galena and in Southern Wisconsin,
locating in Stephenson County, in 183(i, where he
was admitted to the bar in 1S40, and electeil
Probate Judge in 1841. Soon afterwards Governor Ford appointed him Prosecuting Attorney,
in which capacity he secured the conviction and
punishment of the murderers of Colonel DavenIn 1846 he was elected to Congress as a
Democrat, and. the following year, founded "The
Democrat" (afterward "The Freeport
Bulletin"), the first newspaper published in the
county. Elected to the Legislature in 1854, he
was chosen Speaker of the House, the next year
becoming the first Mayor of Freeport. He was a
member of the Peace Conference of 1861, and, in
May of that year, was commissioned, by Governor
Yates, Colonel of the Fifteenth Illinois Volunteers, but resigned in 1862.
He served as a member of the Constitutional Convention of 1869-70.
and, in 1871, was again elected to the Legislature, where he received the Democratic caucus
nomination for United States Senator against
General Logan. In 1871 he removed to Chicago,
and was twice an unsuccessful candidate for the
office of State's Attorney.
In February, 1874, hn
went to Hot Springs, Ark. for medical treatment,
port.

Prairie

,

and died

there, April 3 following.

)
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TUSCOLA, a

city

and the county-seat of Doug-

County, located at the intersection of the Illiand the Indiana, Decatur & Western
Railways, 23 miles south of Champaign, and 36
miles east of Decatur. Besides a brick courthouse, it has five churches, a graded school, a
national bank, three weekly newspapers and two
establishments for the manufacture of carriages
and wagons. Population (1880), 1,457; (1890),
las

nois Central

1,897.

TUSCOLA, CHARLESTON & VINCENNES
RAILROAD. (See Toledo, St. Louis & Kansas
City Railroad.

TUTHILL, Richard

Stanley, jmist, was born
111., Nov. 10, 1841.
After passing through the common schools of his
native county, he took a preparatory course in a
high school at St. Louis and in Illinois College,
Jacksonville, when he entered Middleburj' ColImmediately
lege, Vt., graduating there in 1863.
thereafter he joined the Federal army at Vicks-

at Vergennes, Jackson County,

some time

company of scouts attached to General Logan's
command, was commissioned a Lieutenant in the
First Michigan Light Artillery, with which he
served until the close of the war, meanwhile
being twice promoted. During this time he was
with Geneial Sherman in the march to Meridian,
and in the Atlanta campaign, also took part with
General Thomas in the operations against the
rebel General Hood in Tennessee, and in the
battle of Nashville.
Having resigned his commission in May, 186.5, he took up the study of
law, which he had prosecuted as he had opportunity while in the army, and was admitted to the
burg, and, after serving for

in a

bar at Nashville in 1866, afterwards serving for
a time as Prosecuting Attorney on the Nashville
circuit.
In 1873 he removed to Chicago, two
years later was elected City Attorney and re-

was a delegate to the RepubUoan
National Convention of 1880 and, in 1884, was
United
States District Attorney for
appointed
the Northern District, serving until 1886. In
Judge of the Circuit Court of
was
elected
1887 he
Cook County to fill the vacancy caused by the
death of Judge Rogers, was re-elected for a full
term in 1801, and again in 1897.
TTNDALE, Sharon, Secretary of State, born in
Philadelphia, Pa., Jan. 19, 1816; at the age of 17
came to BelleviUe, 111., and was engaged for a
time in mercantile business, later being employed
in a surveyor's corps imder the internal improvement system of 1837. Having married in 1839,
he returned soon after to Philadelphia, where he

elected in 1877

engaged

;

in mercantile business

with his father;

then came to Illinois, a second time, in 1845, spending a year or two in business at Peoria. About
1847 he returned to Belleville and entered upon a
course of mathematical study, with a view to
fitting himself more thoroughly for the profession
of a civil engineer. In 1851 he graduated in
engineering at Cambridge, Mass. after which lie
was employed for a time on the Sunbury & Erie
.

and later on certain Illinois railroads.
In 1857 he was elected County Surveyor of St.
Clair County, and, in 1861, by appointment of
President Lincoln, became Postmaster of the city
Railroad,

of Belleville. He held this position until 1864,
when he received the Republican nomination for

Secretary of State and was elected, remaining in
office four years.
He was an earnest advocate,
and virtually author, of the first act for the registration of voters in Illinois, passed at the session
of 1865. After retiring from office in 1869, he

continued to reside in Springfield, and was employed for a time in the survey of the Oilman,

—

Clinton & Springfield Railway now the Springfield Division of the Illinois Central.
At an early
hour on tlie morning of April 29, 1871, while
going from his home to the railroad station at
Springfield, to take the train for St. Louis, he was
assassinated upon the street by shooting, as supposed for the pui-pose of robbery his dead body
being found a few hours later at the scene of the
tragedy. Mr. Tyndale was a brother of Gen.
Hector Tyndale of Pennsylvania, who won a
high reputation by his services during the war.
His second wife, who survived him. was a
daughter of Shadrach Penn, an editor of considerable reputation who was the contemporary
and rival of George D. Prentice at Louisville, for

—

some

years.

"UNDERGROUND RAILROAD," THE. A
history of Illinois

would be incomplete without

reference to the unique system whicli existed
there, as in other Northern States, from forty to
seventy years ago, known by the somewhat mysterious title of "The Underground Railroad."
The origin of the term has been traced (probably
in a spirit of facetiousness) to the expression of

a Kentucky planter who, having pursued a fugitive slave across the Ohio River, was so surprised
by his sudden disappearance, as soon as he had
reached the opposite shore, that he was led to
remark. "The nigger must have gone off on an
underground road." From "underground road"
to

"underground railroad," the transition would

appear to have been easy, especially in view of
the increased facility with which the work was
performed when railroads came into use. For
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readers of the present generation, it may Ije well
to explain what "The Underground liailroad"
really was.
It may be defined as the figurative
appellation for a spontaneous movement in the
free

States

—extending, sometimes, into the
—to assist slaves in their

slave States themselves

from bondage to freedom. The
movement dates back to a period close to the
Revolutionary War, long before it received a
definite name.
Assistance given to fugitives
from one State by citizens of another, became a
cause of complaint akuost as soon as the Government was organized. In fact, the first President
himself lost a slave who took refuge at Portsmouth, N. H., where the public sentiment was
so strong against his return, that the patriotic
and philosophic "Father of his Country" chose
to let him remain unmolested, rather than "excite
a mob or riot, or even uneasy sensations, in the
minds of well-disposed citizens." That the matter was already one of concern in the minds of
slaveholders, is shown by the fact that a provision
was inserted in the Constitution for their conciliation, guaranteeing the return of fugitives from
labor, as well as from justice, from one State to
efforts to escape

another.

In 1793 Congress passed the

first

Fugitive Slave

Law, which was signed bj- President Washington.
This law provided that the owner, his
agent or attorney, might follow the slave into
any State or Territorj', and, upon oath or affidavit before a court or magistrate, be entitled
to a warrant for Jiis return.
Any person who
should hinder the arrest of the fugitive, or who
should harbor, aid or assist him. knowing him
to be such, was subject to a fine of §500 for each
offense. ^In 1850, fifty -seven years later, the first
act having proved inefficacious, or conditions
having changed, a second and more stringent
law was enacted. This is the one usually referred
to in discussions of the subject.
It provided for
an increased fine, not to exceed 81,000. and imprisonment not exceeding six months, with
Uability for civil damages to the party injured.
No proof of ownership was required beyond the
.statement of a claimant, and the accu.sed was not
permitted to testify for himself. The fee of the
United States Commissioner, before whom tlie
case was tried, was ten dollars if he found for
the claimant: if not, five dollars. This seemed

—

many an indirect form of bribery: clearly, it
made it to the Judge's pecuniary- advantage to
decide in favor of the claimant. The law made
to

possible and easy for a white man to arrest,
and carry into slavery, any free negro who could

it
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not immediately prove, by other witnesses, that
he was born free, or had purchased his freedom.
Instead of discouraging the disposition, on
the part of the opponents of slavery, to aid fugitives in their efforts to reach a region where
they would be secure in their freedom, the effect
of the Fugitive Slave Law of 1850 (as that of 1793
had been in a smaller degree) was the very opposite of that intended by its authors
unless,
indeed, they meant to make matters worse. The
provisions of the act seemed, to many people, so
unfair, so one-sided, that they rebelled in spirit
and refused to be made parties to its enforcement. The la%v aroused the anti-slavery sentiment of the North, and stimulated the active
friends of the fugitives to take greater risks in
their behalf.
New efforts on the part of tlie
slaveholders were met by a determination to
evade, hinder and nullify the law.
And here a strange anomaly is presented. T)ie
slaveholder, in attempting to recover his slave,
was acting within his constitutional and legal

—

rights.

The slave was

his property in law.

He

had purchased or inherited his bondman on the

same plane with

his horse or his land, and, apart

from the right to hold a human being in bondone as good
Fiom a legal standpoint his position was impregnable.
The slave was his, representing so much of money value, and whoever
was instrumental in the loss of that slave was,
both theoretically and technically, a partner in
robbery. Therefore he looked on "The Underground Railway" as the work of thieves, and entertained bitter hatred toward all concerned in its
age, regarded his legal rights to the

as the other.

operation.

On

the other hand,

men who

were,

—

good citizens often religchurch became
bold and flagrant violators of the law in relation
to this sort of property.
They set at nought a
in &1I other respects,

iously devout

and

pillars of the

—

provision of the Constitution and the act of
Congress for its enforcement. Without hope of
personal gain or reward, at the risk of fine and
imprisonment, with the certainty of .social ostracism and bitter opposition, they harbored the
fugitive and helped him forward on every
occasion.
And why? Because thej' saw in him
a man, with the same inherent right to "life,
liberty and the jiursuit of happiness" that they
themselves possessed. To them this was a higher
law than any Legislature. State or National, could
enact. They denied that there could be truly
such a thing as property in man. Believing that
the law violated human rights, they justified
themselves in rendering it null and void.
l>lain

—
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For the most ijait, the "Underground Railroad" operators and promoters were plain,
ohscure men, without hope of fame or desire for
notoriety. Yet there were some whose names
are conspicuous in history, such as Wendell
Phillips, Thomas Wentworth Higginson and
Theodore Parker of Massachusetts; Gerrit Smith
and Thurlow Weed of New York; Joshua R.
Giddings of Ohio, and Owen Lovejoy of Illinois.
These had their followei'S and sympathizers in
all the Northern States, and even in some portions of the South.
It is a curious fact, that
some of the most active spirits connected with
the "Underground Railroad" were natives of the
South, or had resided there long enough to
become thoroughly acquainted with tlie "institution." Levi Coffin, who had the reputation of
being the "President of the Undergroimd Railroad" at least so far as the region west of the
Ohio was concerned wna an active operator on
the line in North Carolina before his removal
from that State to Indiana in 1826. Indeed, as a
system, it is claimed to have had its origin at
Guilford College, in the "Old North State" in
1H19, though the evidence of this may not be

—

conclusive.

Owing

to the peculiar nature of their business,

official reports were juade, no lists of officers,
conductors, station agents or oi)erators preserved,
are now accessible.
Consequently, we are dependent chiefly upon the
personal recollection of individual operators for

no

and few records kept which

a history of their transactions. Each station on
the road was the house of a "friend" and it is
significant, in this connection, tliat in every
settlement of Friends, or Quakers, there was
sure to be a house of refuge for the slave. Tor
this reason it was, perliaps, that one of the most
frequently traveled lines extended from Virginia and Maryland tlirough Eastern Pennsylvania, and then on towards New York or directly
to Canada. From the proximity of Ohio to
Virginia and Kentucky, and the fact that it
offered the .shortest route tlirough free soil to

Canada, it was traversed by more lines than anjother State, although
Indiana was pretty
thoroughly "grid-ironed" by roads to freedom.
In all, however, the routes were irregular, often
zigzag, for purposes of secm'ity, and the "conductor" was any one who conveyed fugitives from
one station to anotlier The "train" was sometimes a farm-wagon, loaded with produce for
market at some town (or depot) on the line, frequently a closed carriage, and it is related that
once, in Ohio, a mimber of carriages conveying

a large party, were made to represent a funeral
procession. Occasionally the train ran on foot,
for convenience of side-tracking into tlie woods
or a cornfield, in case of pursuit by a wild locomotive.

Then, again, there were not wanting lawyers
who, in case the operator, conductor or station
agent got into trouble, were ready, without fee or
reward, to defend either him or his human
freight in the courts. These included such

names of national repute as Salmon P. Chase,
Thaddeus Stevens, Charles Sumner, William H.
Seward, Rutlierford B. Hayes, Richard H. Dana,

and Isaac N. Arnold, while, taking the whole
country over, their "name was legion." And
there were a few men of wealth, like Thomas
Garrett of Delaware, willing to contribute

by thousands

to

technically acting

their

assistance.

in violation of

money

Although
law or, as

—

claimed by themselves, in obedience to a "higher
the time has already come when there is a

law"

—

disposition to look
sense, heroes,

and

upon the actors

as,

in a certain

their deeds as fitly belonging

to the field of romance.

The most comprehensive collection of material
history of this movement has
been furnished in a rei^ent volume entitled, "The
Underground Railroad from Slavery to Freedom, by Prof. Wilbur H. Siebert, of Ohio State
University; and, while it is not wholly free from
errors, both as to individual names and facts, it
will probably remain as the best compilation of
history bearing on this subject especially as the
principal actors are fast passing away.
One of
the interesting features of Prof. Siebert 's book is
a map purporting to give the principal routes
and stations in the States northwest of the Ohio,
yet the accuracy of this, as well as the correctness of personal names given, has been questioned
by some best informed on the subject. As
might be expected from its geographical position
between two slave States Kentucky and Missoui'i
on the one hand, and the lakes offering a
highway to Canada on the other, it is naturally
relating to the

'

—

—

—

to be assimied that Illinois

would be an attractand his sympa-

ive field, both for the fugitive
thizer.

The period of greatest activity of the system in
was between 1840 and 1861— the latter

this State

when the pro-slavery party in the
South, by their attempt forcibly to dissolve the
Union, took the business out of the hands of the
secret agents of the "Underground Railroad,"
and in a certain sense placed it in the hands
of the Union armies.
It was in 1841 that Abrabeing the year

—

—
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ham

Lincoln then a conservative opponent of
extension of slavery on an appeal from a
judgment, rendered by the Circuit Court in Tazewell County, in favor of the holder of a note
given for the service of the indentured slaveKirl "Nance," obtained a decision from the
.Supreme Court of Illinois upholding the doctrine
tliat the girl was free under the Ordinance of

—

tlie

ITsT

and the State Constitution, and that the

note, given to the person

who claimed

to be her

owner, was void. And it is a somewhat curious
coincidence that the same Abraham Lincoln, a.s
President of the United States, in the second
year of the War of tlie Rebellion, issued the
Proclamation of Emancipation wliich finally
resulted in striking the shackles from the limbs
of every slave in the Union.
In the practical operation of aiding fugitives
in Illinois, it was natural that the towns along
the border upon the Ohio and Mi.ssissiiipi Rivers,
should have served as a sort of entrepots, or
initial stations, for the reception of tliis class of

—especially

adjacent to some antislavery community. This was tlie case at Chester, from which access was easy to Sparta, where
a colony of Covenanters, or Seceders, was
located, and whence a route extentled, by way of
Oakdale, Nashville and Centralia, in the direction
of Chicago.
Alton offered convenient access to
Bond County, where there was a community of
anti-slavery jieople at an early day, or the fugitives could be forwarded northward by way of
Jerseyville, Waverly and Jacksonville, about
each of whicli there was a strong anti-slavery
sentiment. Quincy, in spite of an intense hostility among the mass of the community to anytliing savoring of abolitionism, became the
theater of great activity on the part of the
opponents of the institution, especially after the
advent there of Dr. David Nelson and Dr. Richard Eells, both of whom had rendered themselves
obnoxious to the people of Missouri by extending
aid to fugitives. The former was a practical
abolitionist who. having freed liis slaves in his
native State of Virginia, removed to Missouri and
attempted to establish Marion College, a few miles
from Palmyra, but was soon driven to Illinois.
Locating near Quincj-. he founded tlie "Mission
Institute" tliere, at which he continued to disseminate his anti-slavery views, while educating
young men for missionary work. The "Institute" was finally burned by emis,saries from Misbeen
.souri, while three j'oung men who had
connected with it, having been caught in Mistwelve
confinecondemned
to
years'
souri, were
freiglit

if

ILLINOIS.

—

ment in the penitentiary of that State partly on
the testimony of a negro, altliough a negro was
not then a legal witness in the courts against a
white man. Dr. Eells was prosecuted before
Stephen A. Douglas (then a Judge of the Circuit
Court), and fined for aiding a fugitive to escape,
and tlie judgment against liim was finally confirmed by the Supreme Court after his deatli, in
18.53, ten years after the original indictment.
A map in Profes.sor Siebert's book, showing the
routes and principal stations of the "Undergound
Railroad.'' makes mention of the following places
in Illinois, in addition to those already referred
Carlinville, in Macoupin County; Payson
to:
and Mendon, in Adams; Washington, in Tazewell Metamora, in Woodford Magnolia, in Putnam; Galesburg, in Knox; Princeton (the home
of Owen Lovejoy and the Bryants), in Bureau:
and many more. Ottawa appears to have been
the meeting point of a number of lines, as well
;

;

as the

home

litionists.

of a strong colony of practical aboCairo also became an important

transfer station for fugitives arriving by river,
after the completion of the Illinois Central Railroad, especially as

it

offered tlie speediest

way

of

reaching Chicago, towards whicli nearly all the
lines converged.
It was here tliat the fugitives
could be most safely disposed of bj' placing them
upon vessels, which, without stopping at intermediate ports, could soon land them on Canadian
soil.

As to methods, these differed according to circumstances, the emergencies of the occasion, or
the taste, convenience or resources of the operator.
Deacon Levi Morse, of Woodford County,
near Metamora, had a route towards Magnolia.
Putnam County; and his favorite "car" was a
farm wagon in which there was a double bottom.
The pas.sengers were snugly placed below, and
grain sacks, fiUed witli bran or other light material,
were laid over, so that the whole presented the
appearance of an ordinary load of grain on its

way to market. The same was true as to stations
and routes. One. who was an operator, says:
"Wherever an abolitionist happened on a fugitive, or the converse, there was a station, for the
time, and the route was to the next anti-slaverj-

man to the east or the north. As a general rule,
the agent preferred not to know anything beyond
the operation of his own immediate section of the
If he knew nothing about the operations
road.
of another, and the other knew nothing of his.
they could not be witnesses in court.
have it on the authority of Judge Harvey B.
Hurd. of ChicaKo. that runaways were usually

We
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forwarded from that city to Canada by way of the
Lakes, there being several steamers available for
that purpose. On one occasion thirteen were
put aboard a vessel under the eyes of a United
States Marshal and his deputies. The fugitives,
secreted in a woodshed, one by one took the
of colored stevedores carrying wood
aboard the ship. Possibly the term, "There's a
nigger in the woodpile," may have originated in
Thirteen was an "unlucky numthis incident.
ber" in this instance for the masters.

places

—

Among the notable trials for assisting runaways
in violation of the Fugitive Slave

Law,

in addi-

tion to the case of Dr. Eells, already mentioned,

were those of Owen Lovejoy of Princeton, and
Deacon Gushing of Will County, both of whom
were defended by Judge James Collins of Chicago. John Hossack and Dr. Joseph Stout of
Ottawa, with some half-dozen of their neighbors
and friends, were tried at Ottawa, in 18.J9, for
assisting a fugitive and acquitted on a techni-

A strong array of attorneys, afterwards
widely known through the northern part of the
State, appeared for the defense, including Isaac
N. Arnold, Joseph Knox, B. C. Cook, J. V. Eustace, Edward S. Leland and E. C. Larned. Joseph
T. Morse, of Woodford County, was also arrested,
taken to Peoria and committed to jail, but
cality.

acquitted on

trial.

Another noteworthy case was that of Dr.
Samuel Willard (now of Chicago) and his father,
Julius A. Willard, charged with assisting in the
escape of a fugitive at Jacksonville, in 1843, when
the Doctor was a student in Illinois College.
"The National Corporation Reporter," a few
years ago, gave an account of this aflEair, together

with a

letter

from Dr. Willard, iu which he states

with the audience, and passed down over the
heads of those on the stairs, where the officers
were unable to follow.
In another case, tried before United States
Commissioner Geo. W. Meeker, the result was
made to hinge upon a point in the indictment to
the effect that the fugitive was "copper-colored."
The Commissioner, as the story goes, being inclined to favor public sentiment, called for a large
copper cent, that he might make comparison.
The decision was, that the prisoner was "off
color," so to speak, and he was hustled out of the
room before the officers could re-arrest him, as
they had been instructed to do.
Dr. Samuel Willard, in a review of Professor
Siebert's book, published in "The Dial" of Chi
cago, makes mention of Henry Irving and William Chauncey Carter as among his active allies
at Jacksonville, with Rev. Bilious Pond and
Deacon Lyman of Farmington (near the present
village of Farmingdale in Sangamon County),
Luther Ransom of Springfield, Andrew Borders
of Randolph County, Joseph Gerrish of Jersey
and William T. Allan of Henry, as their coadjuOther active
tors in other parts of the State.
agents or promoters, in the same field, included
such names as Dr. Charles V. Dyer, Philo Carpenter, Calvin De Wolf, L. C. P. Freer, Zebina Eastman, James H. Collins. Harvey B. Hurd, J. Young
in

Scammon,

Col. J. F.

Farnsworth and others of

Chicago, whose names have already been mentioned; Rev. Asa Turner, Deacon Ballard, J. K.
Van Dorn and Erastus Benton, of Quincy and
Adams County; President Rufus Blanchard of
Knox College, Galesburg; John Leeper of Bond;
the late Prof. J. B. Turner and Elihu Wolcott of
Jacksonville; Capt. Parker Morse and his four

—Joseph

T., Levi P., Parker, Jr., and Mark
Woodford County Rev. William Sloane of
William Strawn of La Salle, besides a

that, after protracted litigation, during which
the case was carried to the Supreme Court, it was
ended by his pleading guilty before Judge Samuel

sons

D. Lockwood, wlien he

was fined one dollar and
amounting to twenty dollars.

host

costs— the latter
The Doctor frankly adds:

their aspirations to freedom, without advertising

"My

father, as well

many fugitives afterwards."
did not always happen, however, that offenders

as myself, helped
It

escaped so easily.

Judge Harvey B. Hurd, already referred to,
and an active anti-slavery man in the days of the
Fugitive Slave Law, relates the following: Once,
when the trial of a fugitive was going on before
Justice Kercheval, in a room on the second floor
of a two-story frame building on Clark Street in
the city of Chicago, the crowd in attendance
filled the room, the stairway and the adjoining
sidewalk. In some way the prisoner got mixed

—of

;

Randolph

their

;

who were
own

willing to aid their fellow

men

in

exploits.

Among the incidents of "Underground Railroad" in Illinois is one which had some importance
politically, having for its climax a dramatic scene
in Congress, but of which, so far as known, no
About 185,5,
full account has ever been written.
Ephraim Lombard, a Mississippi planter, but a.
New Englander bj' birth, purchased a large body
of prairie land in the northeastern part of Stark
County, and, taking up his residence temporarily
in the village of Bradford, began its improvement. He had brought with him from Mississippi
a negro, gray-haired and bent with age, a slave
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"Old Mose," as he
of probably no great value.
was called, soon came to be well known and a
favorite in the neighborhood.

Lombard

boldly

had brought him there as a slave
by virtue of the Dred Scott decision (then
of recent date), he had a constitutional right to
take his slaves wherever he pleased, and that
"Old Mose" was just as much his property in
stated that he
that,

Illinois as in Mississippi.

It

soon became evident

111.,

Slavery, dost thou think to cross my humble
threshold and forbid me to give bread to the

hungry and shelter
defiance, in the

to the homeless?

name

of

ter

tliis

Scammon,

at the escape of a slave

ticular

upon

man

woman, debarred from the

or

this point of etiquette.

The hired

table of his or

her employer, would not have remained a day.
A quiet consultation with "Old Mose" revealed
the fact that he would hail the gift of freedom
joyously. Accordingly, one Peter Risedorf. and
another equally daring, met him by the light of
the stars and, before morning, he was placed in
the care of Owen Lovejoy, at Princeton, twenty
miles away. From there he was speedily
"franked" by the member of Congress to friends

of Chicago, being accused of conniving

from officers of the law,
was asked by the court what he would do if summoned as one of a posse to pursue and capture a
fugitive. "I would certainly obey the summons,
"

he replied, "but

and

fall

down

—

I

sliould probably stub

before

I

Note.— Those who wish to pursue the subject of the
'Underground Kailroad " in lUinois further, are referred
work of Dr. Siebert, already mentioned, and to the
various County Histories which have been issued and may
be found in

tlie public libraries; also for interestiuK incidents, to " Keminiscences of Levi t'otiiu," Johnsons
" From Dixie to Canada," I'etit's Sketches, " .Still, Under-

ground Railroad,
and a pamphlet of the same title by
.lames H. Fairchild, e.x-President of Oberliu College.
"

UNDERWOOD,
and

jurist,

William H., lawyer legislator
was born at Schoharie Court House,

N. Y., Feb. 21, 1818, and. after admission to the
bar,

removed

practice

in

111., where he began
The following year he was

to Belleville,

1840

elected State's Attorney, and re-elected in 1843.
In 1846 he was chosen a member of the lower

house of the General Assembly, and, in 1848-54,
Judge of the Second Circuit. During this
he declined a nomination to Congress,
although equivalent to an election. In 1856 he

sat as

period

was elected State Senator, and re-elected

He was a member

tion of 1869-70, and. in 1870,

his

experiences to Mr. Singleton, the

—

call attention to this fact of

slaves?" he said.

my assisting

"Owen Lovejoy

fugitive

lives at Prince-

toe

to the

There was a great commotion in Bradford over
the "stealing" of "Old Mose." Lombard and his
friends denounced the act in terms bitter and
profane, and threatened vengeance upon the perThe conductors were known only to a
petrators.
few, and they kept their secret well. Lovejoy"s
part in the affair, however, soon leaked out.
Lombard returned to Mississippi, where he
Representative in Congress from his district.
During the next session of Congress, Singleton
took occasion, in a speech, to sneer at Lovejoy as a
"nigger-stealer, " citing the case of "Old Mose."
Mr. Lovejoy replied in his usual fervid and
dramatic style, making a speech which ensured
"Is it desired to
his election to Congress for life

my

reached him."

in Canada.

related

bid you

incident of an amusing characarticle may be closed:
Hon. J. Young

law and the feelings of the Northern people. This being the case,
a shrewd play would have been to let him have
his way till other slaves should have been
But this
brought to stock the new plantation
was too slow a process for the abolitionists, to
whom the holding of a slave in the free State of
It was
Illinois appeared an unbearable outrage.
feared that he might take the old negro back to
It was
Mississippi and fail to bring any others.
reported, also, that "Old Mose" was ill-treated;
that he was given only the coansest food in a
back shed, as if he were a horse or a dog, instead
of being permitted to eat at table witii the family.
The prairie citizen of that time was very parto test the

I

my God!"

With another

to some, that his bringing of the negro to Illinois

was an experiment
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three-quarters of a mile east of the
village, and he aids every slave that comes to his
door and asks it. Thou invisible Demon of
ton,

in

180(1.

of the Constitutional Conven-

was again elected

the Senate, retiring to private

life in 1872.

to

Died,

Sept. 23. 1875.

UXIOX COUNTY, one of the fifteen counties
which Illinois was divided at the time of its
admission as a State having been organized,
under the Territorial Government, in January,
1818.
It is situated in the southern division of
the State. Ijounded on the west by the Mississippi
River, and has an area of 400 scpiare miles. The
eastern and interior jjortions are drained by the
Cache River and Clear Creek. The we.stem part
of the county comprises the broad, rich bottom
lands lying along the Mis.sisaippi, but is subject
to frequent overflow, while the eastern portion is
hilly, and most of its area originally heavilj- timbered.
The county is especially rich in minerals.
Iron-ore. lead, bituminous coal, chalk, alum and
into

—

——
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clay are found in considerable abundance. Several lines of railway (the most important being the Illinois Central) either cross or
tap the county. The chief occupation is agripotter's

culture, although manufacturing is carried on to
a limited e.xtent. Fruit is extensively cultivated.
Jonesboro is the county-seat, and Cobden and
Anna important shipping stations. The latter is
the location of the Southern Hospital for the

Insane.

was
and

T)ie population of the county, in 1890,

Being next to

31,529.

St. Clair,

Randolph

Gallatin, one of the earliest settled counties

many prominent men fovmd their
home, on coming into the State, at Jonesand this region, for a time, exerted a strong

in the State,
first
lioro,

influence in public affairs.

UNIOX LEAGUE OF AMERICA, a

secret polit-

ical and patriotic order which had its origin
War, for the avowed purpose of sustaining the cause of the Union and
counteracting the machinations of tlie secret
organizations designed to promote the success of
the Rebellion. The first regular Council of the
order was organized at Pekin, Tazewell County,
June 25, 1863, consisting of eleven members, as
follows:
John W. Glasgow, Dr. D. A. Cheever,

early in the late Civil

Maj. Richard N. Cullom
Senator Cullom), Alexander Small,

Hart Montgomery,
(fatlier of

Rev.

J.

W. M. Vernon, George

ward Secretary

11.

Harlow

(after-

of State), Charles Turner.

Col.

Jonathan Merriani, Henry Pratt and L. F. GarOne of the number was a Union refugee
rett.
from Tennessee, who dictated the first oath from
memory, as administered to members of a somewhat similar order which liad been organized

among

the Unionists of his

own

It sol-

State.

emnly pledged the taker, (1) to preserve inviolate the secrets and business of the order (3) to
"support, maintain, protect and defend the civil
liberties of the Union of these United States
;

enemies, either domestic or foreign,
times and under all circumstances," even

against
at all

all

"if necessary, to the sacrifice of life"; (3) to aid
in electing only true

Union men

to ofBces of

county. State and General
protect and defend
anj' member of the order who might be in peril
from his connection with the order, and (5) to
obey all laws, rules or regulations of any Council
to which the taker of the oath might be attached.
The oath was taken upon the Bible, the Declaration of Independence and Constitution of the
United States, the taker pledging his sacred
honor to its fulfillment. A special reason for the
trust in the town,

Government;

(4) to assist,

organization existed in the activity, about this

"Knights of the Golden Circle," a
which had been introduced
from the South, and which afterwards took the
name, in the North, of "American Knights" and
"Sons of Liberty.
(See Seci-et Treasonable Societies.)
Three months later, the organization had
extended to a number of other counties of the
State and, on the 35th of September following,
the first State Council met at Bloomington
twelve counties lieing represented and a State
organization was effected. At this meeting the
following general ofBcers were chosen: Grand

time, of the

disloyal organization

"

"

—

—

Judge Mark Bangs, of Marshall
County (now of Chicago); Grand Vice-President
President

— Prof. Daniel Wilkin, of McLean Grand Secretary — (ieorge H. Harlow, of Tazewell; Grand
Treasm-er — H. S. Austin, of Peoria, Grand Mar;

shal— J.

R.

Gorin, of

A. Gould, of Henry;
Rosette, of

Sangamon.

Macon; Grand Herald
Grand Sentinel John E.
An Executive Committee

—

was also appointed, consisting of Joseph Medill
of "The Chicago Tribune"; Dr. A. J. McFarland, of Morgan County; J. K. Warren, of Macon;
Rev. J. C. Rybolt, of La Salle; the President,
Judge Bangs; Enoch Emery, of Peoria; and
John E, Rosette. Under the direction of this
Committee, with Mr. Medill as its Chairman,
the constitution and by-laws were thoroughly
revised and a new ritual adopted, which materially changed the phraseology and removed some
(if the crudities of the original obligation, as well
as increased the beauty and impressiveness of
New signs, grips and
tlie initiatory ceremonies.
])ass-words were also adopted, which were finally
accepted by the various organizations of tlie
order throughout the Union, which, by this time,
included many soldiers in the army, as well as
civilians.
The second Grand (or State) Council

was held at Springfield, January 14, 1863, with
only seven counties represented. The limited
representation was discouraging, but the members took heart from the inspiring words of Governor Yates, addressed to a committee of the
order who waited upon him. At a special session of the Executive Committee, held at Peoria,
six
days later, a vigorous campaign was
mapped out, under which agents were sent
In Ocinto nearly every county in the State.
tober, 1863, the strength of the order in Illinois was estimated at three to five thousand;
a few months later, the number of enrolled
so rapid
members had increased to 50,000
On March
)iad been the gro-\\'th of the order.
35, 1863, a Grand Council met in Chicago
404 Councils in Illinois being represented, with

—
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a number from

Wisconmeeting a
a plan of

At

this

to prepare

organization for a National Grand Council, which
was carried out at Cleveland, Ohio, on the 30th
of May following the constitution, ritual and
signs of the Illinois organization being adopted
with slight modifications. The revised obligation
—taken upon the Bible, the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of the United
States bound members of the League to "supl)ort, protect and defend the Government of the
United States and tlie flag thereof, against all
enemies, foreign and domestic," and to" 'bear true
faith and allegiance to the same"; to "defend
the State against invasion or insurrection"; to
support only "true and reliable men" for offices
of trust and profit; to protect and defend
worthy members, and to preserve inviolate the
Tlie address to new memsecrets of the order.
1 >ers was a model of impx-essiveness and a powerful
appeal to their patriotism. The organization
extended rapidly, not only throughout the Northwest, but in the South also, especially in the
In 1864 the number of Councils in IlUnois
armj-.
was estimated at 1.300. with a membership of
17.5,000; and it is estimated that the total membership, throughout the Union, was 2,000,000.
The influence of the silent, but zealous and effective, operations of the organization, was shown,
not only in the stimulus given to enlistments and
support of the war policy of tlie Government,
but in the raising of supplies for the sick and
wounded soldiers in the field. Within a few
weeks before the fall of Vicksburg, over S3.'),000 in
cash, besides large quantities of stores, were sent
to Col. John Williams (then in charge of the
Sanitary Bureau at Springfield;, as the direct
result of appeals made through circulars sent out

—

—

the "League."

Large contributions of money and supplies also reached the
sick and wounded in hospital through the medium
of the Sanitary CommLssion in Chicago. Zealous
efforts were made by the opposition to get at the
.secrets of the order, and, in one case, a complete
copy of the ritual was published by one of their
organs; but the effect was so far the reverse of

by the

UNITED STATES SEXATOKS. The

Oliio, lutliana, Jlicliigan,

sin, Iowa and Minnesota.
Committee was appointed

officers of

what was anticipated, that this line of attack was
not continued. During the stormy session of the
Legislature in 1863, the League is said to have
rendered effective seri-ice in protecting Governor Yates from threatened assassination. It
continued its silent but effective operations until
the complete overthrow of the rebellion, when it
ceased to exist as a political organization.
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follow-

is a list of Unite'd States senators from Illinois,
from the date of the admission of the State into
the Union until 1899, with the date and duration
of the term of each: Ninian Edwards, 1818-24;
Jesse B. Thomas, Sr., 1818-39; John McLean,
1834-25 and 1839-30; Elias Kent Kane, 1835-35;
David Jewett Baker, Nov. 13 to Dec. 11, 1830;
John M. Robinson, 1830-41 William L. D. Ewing,
1835-37; Richard M. Young, 1837-4:^; Samuel McRoberts, 1841-43; Sidney Breese, 1843-49; James
Semple, 1843-47; Stephen A. Douglas, 1847-61;
James Shields, 1849-55; Lyinan Trumbull, 1855-73;
Orville H. Browning, 1861-63; William A. Richardson, 1863-65; Richard Yates, 1865-71; John A.
Logan, 1871-77 and 1879-86; Richard J. Oglesby,
1873-79; David Davis, 1877-83; Shelby M. Cullom,
first elected in 1883, and re-elected in '89 and '95,
his third term expiring in 1901 Charles B. Farwell, 1887-91; John McAuley Palmer, 1891-97;
William E. Mason, elected in 1897, for the term

ing

;

;

expiring,

March

4, 1903.

UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO

(The New). One
the leading educational institutions of the
country, located at Chicago. It is the outgrowth
of an attempt, put forth by the American Educational Society (organized at Washington in 1888),
to supply the place which the original institution
of the same name had been designed to fill.
(See
University of Chicago— Tlie Old. ) The foUowing
year. Mr. John D, Rockefeller of New York tenilered a contribution of S600, 000 toward tlie endowment of the enterprise, conditioned upon securing
additional pledges to the amount of §400.000 by
of

June 1, 1890. The offer was accepted, and the
sum promptly raised. In addition, a site, covering
four blocks of land in the city of Chicago, was
secured two and one-half blocks being acquired
by purchase for §382,500, and one and one-half
(valued at .§125,000) donated by Mr. Marshall
Field.
A charter was secured and an organization effected. Sept. 10, 1890.
The Presidency of
the institution was tendered to, and accepted by.
Dr. William R. Harper.
Since that time the

—

University has been the recipient of other generous benefactions by Mr. Rockefeller and others,
until the aggregate donations (1898) exceed §10,000,000.
Of this amount over one-half has been
contributed by Mr. Rockefeller, while he has
pledged himself to make additional contributions
of §3,000.000, conditioned upon the raising of a
like sum, from other donors, by Jan. 1, 1900. The
buildings erected on the campus, prior to 1896,
include a chemical laboratory costing §182,000; a
lecture hall. §1.">0,000: a physical laborators-.
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$150,000; a

museum,

§100,000;

UNIVERSITY OF ILLINOIS,

an academy dor-

mitory, §30,000; three dormitories for women.
§150,000; two dormitories for men, $100,000, to
which several important additions were made
during 1896 and 97. The faculty embraces over
150 instructors, selected with reference to tlieir
fitness for their respective departments from

among the most eminent

scholai"s in

conducted largely by means of lecture
courses, in other cities, or through lecture centers
is

in the vicinity of the University, non-resident
students having the privilege of written examinations.
The various libraries embrace over
300,000 volumes, of which nearly 60,000 belong

to

what are called the "Departmental Libraries,"
and valuable collection of maps

besides a large

and pamphlets.

UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO

(The

Old),

an

educational institution at Chicago, under the
care of the Baptist denomination, for some years
known as the Douglas University. Senator
Stephen A. Douglas offered, in 1854, to donate ten
acres of land, in what was then near the southern
border of the city of Chicago,' as a site for an
institution of learning, provided buildings costing §100,000, be erected thereon within a stipulated time. The corner-stone of the main building
was laid, July 4, 1857, but the financial panic of
that year prevented its completion, and Mr. Douglas extended the time, and finally deeded the
land to tlie trustees without reserve. For eighteen
years the institution led a precarious existence,
struggling under a heavy debt. By 1885, mort-

gages to the amount of §320,000 having accumulated, the trustees abandoned further effort, and
acquiesced in the sale of the property under foreclosure proceedings. The original plan of the
institution contemplated preparatory and collegiate departments, together with a college of

law and a theological

school.

State,

located at

the leading educontrol of the

Champaign and Urbana.

It

was founded in 1867, although, as early as 1863,
the Legislature had accepted an act of Congress
of July 2, 1862, whicli provided for the granting
of large tracts of public lands to States which
should undertake to found colleges, where agriculture and the mechanic arts should be taught,
though not to the exclusion of classical and scien-

America and

Europe. Women are admitted as students and
graduated upon an equality with men. The work
of practical instruction began in October, 1893,
with 589 registered students, coming from nearly
every Northern State, and including 250 graduates from other institutions, to %vhich accessions
were made, during the year, raising the aggregate
The second year the number exto over 900.
ceeded 1,100; the third, it rose to 1,750, and the
fourth (1895-96), to some 2,000, including representatives from every State of the Union, besides
many from foreign countries. Special features
of the institution include the admission of graduates from other institutions to a post-graduate
course, and the University Extension Division,

which

cational institution under the

tific studies.

Illinois

was entitled

—

and Representative in Congress and landscrip therefor was issued and placed in the hands
of Governor Yates. Under the State law, a Board
of Trustees was appointed and or,ganized in March,
tor

,

Under this act

acres,— 30,000 acres for each Sena-

to 480,000

1867

—the

institution being formally located tlie

same

year.
Departments and courses of study
were decided upon, and Dr. John M. Gregory of
Michigan, chosen Regent. Of the land granted
by Congress, 25,000 acres were reserved, and

sold for §319,178.
Subsequently, some
more were sold for §121,640, and the
land imdisposed of will, it is thought, ultimately
swell the endowment fund to §600,000.
The
mechanical building was begun and completed
in 1871, and it is claimed that this was the first
machine shop erected in America, for strictly
educational purposes. The main building was
formally opened in December, 1873. Various
other buildings were erected later, as necessity
required. The various com-ses of study open to
matriculates
include agriculture, chemistry,
polytechnics, military tactics, natural and general science, literature, and trade and commerce,
to which medicine was added, by the affiliation
of the Chicago College of Physicians and Surgeons, in 1897.
Since 1871 tlie in.stitution has
been open to women. The State laboratory is
located there and an experiment station was
established in 1887. Quarterly bulletins, showing
the results obtained at tiie latter, are sent to all
farmers throughout tlie State who may desire
them. The University's revenues were still
further increased, in 1890, by a Congressional
donation of §15,000 per annum to each institution
organized under the act of 1862, the same to be
increased §1,000 anually, until the amount
should reach §25,000. A new engineering liall
was dedicated in 1894, and a library building iu
1895.
The value of property aggregates nearly
The first name of the institution was
§1,500,000.
the Illinois Industrial University, but, in 1885,
this was changed to the "University of Illinois."
In 1887 the Trustees (of whom there are nine)

455,000

9,000 acres

wm
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were made

—

by popular vote three being
two years. Dr. Gregory resigned
Regent in 1880. and was succeeded
bj' Dr. Selini H. Peabody, who had theretofore
tilled the chair of mechanical engineering and
physics.
Dr. Peabody having resignetl in 1891,
the duties of Regent were discharged by Prof.
elective

elective every

the

office of

Thomas J. Burrill. ufitil August. 1894. when Dr.
Andrew Sloan Draper, former State Superintendent of Public Instr\iction for the State of New
York, was installed as President. The corps of
instruction includes some thirty Profes.sors, with
an equal mrmber of Assistant Professors, and
over forty Instructors and Assistants, besides a
number of special lecturers, demonstrators and
teachers in the Preparatory Department, not including the Medical Department located in Chicago. The total number of students during the
year 1898-99 was 1,834, of whom 1,492 were men
and 332 women. Of these, 807 were connected
with the Literary Department (or college proper),
26 with the Winter School of Agriculture, 71
with the Law School, 514 with the School of
Medicine, l.'iS with the School of Pharmacy and
179 with the Preparatory Department. The
total appropriations made by the State to the
University, up to the beginning of the year 189G,
amounted to §1,303,000. During the year 189,5 a
new Macliinery Building (50x250 feet) was completed and dedicated. The other buildings com])rise a Chemical Laboratory, Wood and Metal
Shops, Engineering Hall. Mechanical and Electrical Laboratory, Military Hall, Natural History
Hall, Astronomical Observatory, University Hall
and Art Gallery. A Library Building, 167 by
113 feet, and capable of accommodating a library
of 150,000 volumes, is one of the latest structures
erected, having been dedicated, with appropriate
The University Li<-eremonies, June 8, 1897.
brary embraces 40,000 volumes and 2,500 pamphlets, besides 7,000

voUmies and 16,000 pamphlets
and

in the State Laboratory of Natural History

the Agricultural Experiment Station. The institution was seriously embarrassed financially, for
a time, in consequence of the illegal use of its
funds by the Treasurer in office between 1893
and 1897, but the losses were made good by act
of the Fortieth General Assembly, at its regular
.session in 1897. appropriating funds for its reimbursement. Attendance for the )-ear 1899-00, 2,250.
UNORdiANIZED COUNTIES. In addition to
the 102 counties into wliich Illinois is divided,
acts were passed by the General Assembly,
at diilerent times, providing for tlie organization of a number of others, a few of which

541

were subse<iuently organized under different
names, I)ut the majority of wliich were never
organized at all— the proposition for sucli organization being rejected by vote of the people
within the proposed boundaries, or allowed to
lapse by non-action. These unorganized counties, with the date of the several acts authorizing
them, and the territory which tliey were intended to include, were as follows:
Allen
comprising porti<ms of SangaCounty (1841)

—

mon, Morgan and Macoupin Counties; Audobon
(Audubon) County (1843) from portions of Montgomery, Fayette and Shelby Benton County
(1843)
from Morgan, Greene and Macoupin;
Coffee County (1837)— with substantially the
same territory now comprised within the bound-

—

;

—

two years
changed to
County (1855)
from McLean, Champaign and Vermilion, com-

aries

Stark Coimty, authorized

of

Dane County

later;

Christian
prising

in

territory

(1839)

— name

Harrison

1840;

since

partially

incorporated

Ford County; Holmes County (1857) — from
Champaign and Vermilion; Maniuette County
(1843), changed
(1847) to Highland— comprising the northern portion of Adams, (this act
was accepted, with Columbus as the countyin

seat,

but organization finally vacated)

;

Michi-

gan County (1837)— from a part of Cook; Milton
County (1843)— from the south part of Vermilion; Okaw County (1841)
comprising substan-

—

tially

the same territory as Moultrie, organized

under act of 1843; Oregon County (1851)— from
parts of Sangamon, Morgan and Macoupin Counties, and covering substantially the .same territory as proposed to

be

incorporated in Allen

County ten years earlier. The last act of this
character was passed in 1867, when an attempt
was made to organize Lincoln County out o.
parts of Champaign and Vermilion, but whicli
failed for want of an affirmative vote.
UPPER ALTON, a city of Madison County,
situated on the Chicago & Alton Railroad, about

—

I'/i miles northeast of Alton
laid out in 1816. It
has several churches, and is the seat of Shurtleff
College, an institution controlled by the Bapti.st
denomination. Beds of excellent clay are found
in the vicinity, and the city has manufactories
of brick, tile (drain and roofing) and of stoneware.
Population (1880), 1,,534; (1890), 1,803.

UPTOX, George Putnam,

journalist, was born
from
removed to Chicago
in 1855, and began newspaper work on "The
Native American," the following year taking
the place of city editor of "The Evening Jour-

at Roxbury, Mass., Oct. 25, 1834; graduated

Brown University

in

18,54,

,;
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In 1862. Mr. Upton became musical critic
on "The Chicago Tribune," serving for a time
also as its war correspondent in the field, later
(about 1881) taking a place on the general editorial staff, which he still retains. He is regarded
as an authority on musical and dramatic topics.
Mr. Upton is also a stockholder in, and, for several years, has been Vice-President of the "Tribune" Company. Besides numerous contributions
to magazines, his works include: "Letters of
Peregrine Pickle" (1869) "Memories, a Story of
German Love," translated from the German of
Ma.x MuUer (1879) "Woman in Music" (1880)
"Lives of German Composers" (3 vols. 1883-84);
nal."

;

;

—

besides four volumes of standard operas, oratorios,

and symphonies (1885-88).
a city, and the county-seat of
situated on tlie Cleveland,
Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis, the Illinois Central and the Wabash Railways.
It is 31 miles
west of Danville and 50 miles east-southeast of
Bloomington. Agriculture and coal-mining are
conducted in the surrounding region. The city's
cantatas,

URBANA,

Champaign County;

industries
include two flouring
foundry, a machine shop, and manufac-

mechanical
mills, a

farm implements and
There are five churches, two
National) and one daily and two
papers.
Urbana is the seat of the
tories

;

of

of

,

Illinois.

Population (1880), 3,942;

OSREY, William

J., editor

and

furniture.

banks (one
weekly newsUniversity of
(1890),

3.511.

soldier,

was

born at Washington (near Natchez), Miss., May
16, 1827; was educated at Natchez, and, before
reaching manhood, came to Macon County, 111.
where he engaged in teaching until 1846, when
he enlisted as a private in Company C, Fourth
Illinois Volunteers, for tlie Mexican War.
In
1855, he joined with a Mr. Wingate in the establishment, at Decatur, of "The Illinois State Chronicle," of which he soon after took sole charge,

conducting the paper until 1861, when he enlisted
in the Thirty-fifth Illinois Volunteers and was
appointed Adjutant. Although born and educated in a slave State, Mr. Usrey was an earnest
opponent of slavery, as proved by the attitude of
his paper in opposition to the Kansas-Nebraska
Bill.
He was one of the most zealous endorsers
of the proposition for a conference of the AntiNebraska editors of the State of Illinois, to agree
upon a line of policy in opposition to the furtlier
extension of slavery, and, when that body met at
Decatur, on Feb. 22, 1856, he served as its Secretary, thus taking a prominent part in the initial
steps which resulted in the organization of the
Republican party in Illinois. (See Ant i- Nebraska

Editorial Convention.) After returning from
the war he resumed his place as editor of "The
Chronicle," but finally retired from newspaper
work in 1871. He was twice Postmaster of the
city of Decatur, first previous to 1850, and again
under the administration of President Grant;
served also as a member of the City Council and
was a member of the local ^ost of the G. A. R.,
and Secretary of the Macon County Association
of Mexican War Veterans.
Died, at Decatur,
Jan. 30, 1894.

UTICA, (also called North Utica), a village of
La Salle Coimty, on the Illinois & Michigan
Canal and the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific
Railway, 10 miles west of Ottawa, situated on the
Illinois River opposite "Starved Rock," also
believed to stand on the site of the Kaskaskia
village found by the French Explorer, La Salle,
when he first visited Illinois. "Utica cement" is
produced here it also has several factories or
mills, besides banks and a weekly paper.
Popu;

lation (1880), 767; (1890), 1,094.

VAN ARNAM,

John, lawyer and

soldier,

was

born at Plattsburg, N. Y., March 3, 1820. Having lost his father at five years of age, he went to
live with a farmer, but ran away in his boyhood
later, began teaching, studied law, and was admitted to the bar in New York City, beginning
practice at Marshall, Mich. In 1858 he removed
to Chicago, and, as a member of the firm of
Walker, Van Arnam & Dexter, became prominent as a criminal lawyer and railroad attorney,
being for a time Solicitor of the Cliicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad. In 1862 he assisted in
organizing the One Hundred and Twenty-seventh
Illinois Volunteer Infantry and was commissioned
its Colonel,
but was compelled to resign on
account of illness. After spending some time in
California, he resumed practice in Chicago in
1865.
His later years were spent in California,
dying at San Diego, in that State, April 6, 1890.
VANDALIA, the principal city and county-seat
of Fayette County.
It is situated on the Kaskaskia River, 30 miles north of Centralia, 63
miles south by west of Decatur, and 68 miles
It is an intersecting
point for the Illinois Central and the St. Louis,
Vandalia and Terre Haute Railroads. It was tlie

east-northeast of St. Louis.

from 1820 to 1839, the seat of
government being removed to Springfield, the
accordance with act of the General
Assembly passed at the session of 1837. It contains a court house, six churches, two National
banks, three weekly newspaper offices, a graded
capital of the State

latter year, in

HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.
saw and woolenmills, carriage and
wagon works, brick works and a furniture fac-

school, flour,

tory.

Population

TANDEVEER,

(1880), 2,056; (1890),

3,144.

Horatio M., pioneer lawyer,

was born in Washington County, Ind., March 1,
1816 came with his family to Illinois at an early
age, setthng on Clear Creek, now in Christian
County taught school and studied law, using
;

;

books borrowed from the late Hon. John
of Springfield
of Christian

Stuart

;

Circuit Clerk, filling

He

T.

was elected first County Recorder
County and, soon after, appointed
both

oflices

three years.

County Judge from 1848
was twice chosen Representative in the
General Assembly (1843 and 1850) and once to the
State Senate (1863); in 1846, enlisted and was
chosen Captain of a company for the Mexican
War, but, having been rejected on account of the
quota being full, was appointed Assistant-Quarteralso held the office of

to 1857;

master, in this capacity serving on the staff of
General Taylor at the battle of Buena Vista.
Among other oflices held by Mr. Vandeveer, were

Postmaster of Taylorville. Master in
Chancery, Presidential Elector (1848), Delegate
to the Constitutional Convention of 1863, and
Judge of the Circuit Court (1870-79). In 1868

those of

Judge Vandeveer established the private banking
firm of H. M. Vandeveer & Co., at Taylorville,
which, in conjunction with his sons, he continued
successfully during the remainder of
Died,

March

his

life.

13, 1894.

VAN HORNE, William C, Railway Manager
and President, was bom in Will County, 111.,
February, 1843 began his career as a telegraph
operator on the Illinois Central Railroad in 18,i6,
was attached to the Michigan Central and Chi;

cago & Alton Railroads (18.58-73), later being
General Manager or General Superintendent of
various other lines (1873-79). He next served as
General Superintendent of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul, but soon after became General
Manager of the Canadian Pacific, which he
assisted to construct to the Pacific Coast; was
elected Vice-President of the line in 1884, and its

President in 1888. His services have been recognized by conferring upon him the order of
knighthood by the British Government.
VA8SEUR, Noel C, pioneer Indian-trader, was
bom of French parentage in Canada, Dec. 35,
1799; at the age of 17 made a trip with a trading

party to the West, crossing Wisconsin by way of
the Fox and Wisconsin Rivers, the route pursued

by Joliet and Marquette in 1673 later, was associated with Gurdon S. Hubbard in the service of
the American Fur Company, in 1830 visiting the
;

now embraced in Iroquois County, where
he and Hubbartl subsequently established a trading post among the Pottawatomie Indians,
believed to have been the site of the present town

region

The way

of Iroquois.

from Chicago was

of reacliing tlieir station

by the Chicago and

Des

Plaines Rivers to the Kankakee, and ascending
the latter and the Iroquois. Here Vassem- remained in trade until the removal of the Indians

west of the Mississippi, in which he served as
agent of the Government. While in the Iroquois
region he married Watseka, a somewhat famous
Pottawatomie woman, for whom the town of
Watseka was named, and who had previously
been the Indian wife of a fellow-trader. His
later years were spent at Bourbonnais Grove, in
Kankakee County, where he died, Dec. 13, 1879.
VENICE, a village of Madison County, on the
Mississippi River opposite the city of St. Louis
and 4 miles north of East St. Louis. It is touched

by four or five lines of railroad, and is nearly
opposite the western approach to the new "Merchants' Bridge" across the Mississippi to St.
Louis; has

some manufactures and a newspaper.

Population (1880), 612; (1890), 933.

VENICE & CARONDELET RAILROAD.
Louisville. Evcjiitrilli' &• St.

(See

Louis (Consolidated)

Railroad.)

VERMILION COUNTY, an eastern county,
bordering on the Indiana State line, and drained
by the Vermilion and Little Vermilion Rivers,
from which it takes its name. It was originally
organized in 1836, when it extended north to
Lake Michigan. Its present area is 936 square
miles.

The discovery

of salt springs,

in 1819,

aided in attracting immigration to this region,
but the manufacture of salt was abandoned
many years ago. Early settlers were Seymour
Treat, James Butler, Henry Johnston, Harvey
Lidington, Gurdon S. Hubbard and Daniel W^.
Beckwith. James Butler and Achilles Morgan

were the

first

interesting

County Commissioners. Many
remains have been found,

fossil

the skeleton of a mastodon (1868).
Fire clay is found in large quantities, and two
Tlie surface is level
coal seams cross the county.
and the soil fertile. Corn is the chief agricultural

among them

product, although oats, wheat, rye, and potatoes
are extensively cultivated. Stock-raising and
wool-growing are important industries. There
are also several manufactories, chiefly at Dan-

which is the county-seat. Coal mining
carried on extensively, especially in the vicin-

ville,
is

ity of
49,90,5.

DanviUe.

Population (1880), 41,588; (1890),
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VERMILION RIVER,
nois; rises

in

a tributary of the IlliFord and the nortliern part of
and, running northwestward

McLean County,

through Livingston and the southern part of
La Salle Counties, enters the Illinois Eiver
nearly opposite the city of La Salle; has a length
of about 80 miles.
VERMILION RIVER, an affluent of the Wabash, formed by the union of the North, Middle
and South Forks, which rise in Illinois, and

come together near

Danv-.lle in this State.

It

Wabash

flows southeastward, and enters the

in

Vermilion County, Ind. The main stream is
about 28 miles long. The South Fork, however,
which rises in Champaign County and runs eastward, has a length of nearly 75 miles. The
Little Vermilion River enters the Wabash about
7 or 8 miles below the Vermilion, which is sometimes called the Big Vermilion, by way of

$20,000. This, followed

by the confiscation policy

of the British Colonel Hamilton, at Vincennes,

where Vigo had considerable property, reduced
him to extreme penury. H. W. Beckwith says
that, towards the close of his life, he lived on his
little homestead near Vincennes, in great poverty
He was never recombut cheerful to the last
pensed during his life for his .sacrifices in behalf
of the American cause, though a tardy restitution
vs^as attempted, after his death, by the United
States Government, for the benefit of his heirs.
He died, at a ripe old age, at Vincennes, Ind.,

March

32, 1835.

VILLA RIDGE,
on the

Illinois

Cairo.

a village of Pulaski County,
Central Railway, 10 miles north of

Population, 500.

VINCENNES, Jean Baptiste Bissot, a Canadian
explorer, born at Quebec, January, 1688, of arisHe was closely
tocratic and wealthy ancestry.

with

Louis

distinction.

connected

VERMONT, a village in Fulton County, on the
Chicago, Burlington & Quincj- Railroad, 34 miles
north of Beardstown and 15 miles northeast of
Rushville. It has a manufactory of carriages,
flour and saw mills, brick and tile works, as well
as a private bank, three churches, a graded
school, and two weekly newspapers. An artesian
well has been sunk here to the depth of 900 feet.

brother-in-law, although

Population (1880), 1,133; (1890), 1,158.
VERSAILLES, a town of Brown County, on
the Wabash Railway, 48 miles east of Quincy is
In a timber and agricultural district has a bank
and weekly newspaper. Population (1890), 517.
VIENNA, the county-seat of Johnson County,
;

;

situated on the Cairo and Vincennes branch of
the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St. Louis
Raib-oad, 34 miles north -northeast of Cairo. It
has a court house, several churches, a graded
school, banks and two weekly newspapers. Population (1880), 494; (1890), ,828

VIGO, Francois, pioneer and early Indianwas born at Mondovi, Sardinia (Western

trader,

Italy), in 1747,

served as a private soldier,

first

at

Havana and afterwards at New Orleans. When
he left the Spanish army he came to St. Louis,
then the military headquarters of Spain for Upper
Louisiana, where he became a partner of Commandant de Leba, and was extensively engaged
in the fur-trade among the Indians on the Ohio
and Mississippi Rivers. On the occupation of
Kaskaskia by Col. George Rogers Clark in 1778,
he rendered valuable aid to the Americans, turning out supplies to feed Clark's destitute soldiers,
and accepting Virginia Continental money, at
payment, incurring liabilities in excess of

par, in

Joliet

some

—

probably his

historians say that

he was the latter's nephew. He entered the
Canadian army as ensign in 1701, and had a long
and varied experience as an Indian fighter.
About 1735 he took up his residence on what is
now the site of the present city of Vincennes,
Here he
Ind., which is named in his honor.
erected an earth fort and established a tradingIn 1726, under orders, he co-operated with
post.
D'Artaguiette (then the French Governor of Illinois) in an expedition against the Chickasaws.
The expedition resulted disastrously. Vincennes
and D'Artaguiette were captured and burned
at the stake, together with Father Senat (a
Jesuit

and others of the command.
D'Artaguiette; French Governors of

priest)

(See also
Illinois.

)

VIRDEN, a village of Macoupin Coimty, on the
Chicago & Alton and the Jacksonville, Louisville
& St. Louis Railroad, 21 miles south by west of
Springfield, and 31 miles east-southeast of JackIt has four churches, a bank, two
newspapers, flour mills, brick and tile works, a
machine shop and extensive coal mines. Popu-

sonville.

lation (1880), 1,608; (1890), 1,610.

VIRGINIA, an

incorporated city, the county-

seat of Cass County, situated at the intersection
St. Louis, with the Springof the Chicago, Peoria

&

Division of the Baltimore & Ohio Southwestern Railroad, 15 miles north of Jacksonville,
and 33 miles west-northwest of Springfield. It
lies in the heart of a rich agricultural region.
There is a flouring mill here, besides manufactoThe city has two
ries of wagons and cigars.
National banks, five churches, a high school, and

field
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two weekly

papers.

Population (1880), 1,420;

(1890). 1,002.

VOCKE, William,

lawyer, was born at Min1839, the son of a
Government Secretary in the Prussian service.
Having lost his father at an early age, he emi<len,

Westphalia (Germany), in

grated to America in 1856, anil, after a short
stay in New York, came to Chicago, where he
found employment as a paper-carrier for "Tlie
Staats-Zeitung. " meanwhile giving his attention
Later, he became associated
to the study of law.
with a real-estate firm on the commencement
of the Civil War, enlisted as a private in a
three months" regiment, and, finally, in the
;

Twenty-fourth

Illinois (the

first

Hecker

regi-

ment), in whicli he rose to the rank of Captain.
Returning from the army, he was employed as
city editor of "The Staats-Zeitung," but, in
1865, became Clerk of the Cliicago Police Court,
serving xmtil 1869. Meanwhile he had been
admitted to the bar, and, on retirement from

began practice, but, hi 1870, was elected
tlie Twenty-seventli General
Assembly, in which he bore a leiiding part in
framing "the burnt record act"' made necessary
by the fire of 1871. He has since been engaged
in the practice of his profession, having been,

office,

Representative in

number of years, attorney for the German
Consulate at Chicago, also serving, for several
on the Chicago Board of Education. Mr.
Vocke is a man of high literary tastes, as shown
for a

years,

by his publication, in

1809. of a

volume of poems

German, which has been
highly commended, besides a legal work on
"The Administration of Justice in the Uniteil
States, and a Synopsis of the Mode of Procedure
in our Federal and State Courts and AU Federal
and State Laws relating to Subjects of Interest
to Aliens, which has been pubhslied in the German Language, and is highly valued by German
lawyers and business men. Mr. Vocke was a
member of the Republican National Convention
of 1872 at Philadelphia, which nominated General
Grant for the Presidency a second time.
VOLK, Leonard Wells, a distinguished IlUnois
sculptor, born at Wellstown (afterwards Wells),

translated from the

'

N. Y., Nov. 7, 1838. Later, his father, who was
a marble cutter removed to Pittsfield, Mass.,
and, at the age of 16, Leonard began work in his
In 1848 he came west and began modelshop.
ing in clay and drawing at St. Louis, being only
He married a cousin of Stephen A.
self-taught.
,

Douglas, and the latter, in 1855, aided him in
the prosecution of his art studies in Italy. Two
years afterward he settled in Chicago, where he

modeled the
city, having

first

545

portrait bust ever

made

in the

for his subject his first patron

—the

Tlie next year (IH.'iS) he made a
marble statue of Douglas. In 1800 he

"Little Giant."
life-size

made a portrait bust of Abraham Lincoln, which
passed into the possession of tlie Chicago Historical Society and was destroyed in the great fire
of 1871.
In 1868-69, and again in 1871-72, he
revisited Italy for purposes of study.
In 1867 he
was elected academician of the Chicago Academy,
and was its President for eight years. He wa-s
companionable and charitable, and always
ready to assist his younger and less fortunate professional brethren. His best known works are the
Douglas Monmnent, in Chicago, several soldiers'
monuments in different parts of the coimtiy,
the statuary for the Henrj' Keep mausoleum at
Waterto^Ti, N. Y.
life-size statues of Lincoln
and Douglas, in the State House at Springfield,
genial,

,

and numerous portrait busts of men eminent
in political, ecclesiastical and commercial life.
Died, at Osceola, Wis., August 18, 1895.
VOSS, Arno, journalist, lawyer and soldier,
born in Prussia, April 16, 1821 emigrated to the
United States and was admitted to the bar in
Chicago, in 1848, the same year becoming editor
of "The Staats-Zeitung"; was elected City
Attorney in 18.52, and again In 1853; in 1861
became Major of the Sixth Illinois Cavalry, but
afterwards assisted in organizing the Twelftli
Cavalry, of which he was commissioned Colonel,
still later serving with his command in Virginia.
He was at Harper's Ferry at the time of
the capture of that place in September, 1862, but
succeeded in cutting his waj', with his command,
through the rebel lines, escaping into Pennsylvania. Compelled by ill-health to leave the service in 1863, he retired to a farm in Will County,
but, in 1869, returned to Chicago, where he served
as Master in Chancery and was elected to the
lower branch of the General Assembly in 1876.
but declined a re-election in 1878. Died, in Chi;

cago,

March

23, 1888.

WABASH, CHESTER & WESTERN RAILROAD, a railway running from Chester to Mount
Vernon, 111. 63. 33 miles, with a branch extending from Chester to Menard. 1.5 miles; total
mileage. 64.83. It is of standard gauge, and
almost entirely laid with 60-pound steel rails.
(History.) It was organized, Feb. 20, 1878, as
successor to the Iron Mountain, Chester & Efistern Railroad. During the fiscal j-ear 1893-94 the
Company purchased the Tamaroa & Mount Vernon Railroad, extending from Mount Vernon to
,

—
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Tamaroa, 23.5 miles. Capital stock (1898), $1,250,000; bonded indebtedness, §690,000; total
capitalization, §3,028,573.

WABASH COUNTY, situated in the southeast
corner of the State area 220 square miles. The
county was carved out from Edwards in 1834,
and the first coui-t house built at Centerville, iu
May, 1836. Later, Mount Carniel was made the
county-seat. {See 3Ionnt CarmeJ.) The Wabash
River drains the county on the east; other
streams are the Bon Pas, Coffee and Crawfish
;

The surface is undulating with a fair
growth of timber. The chief industries are the
raising of live-stock and the cultivation of cereals.
The wool-crop is likewise valuable. The
county is crossed by the Louisville, Evansville &
St. Louis and the Cairo and Vinceunes Division
of the Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago & St.
Creeks.

Louis Raib-oads. Population (1880), 4,945;

(1890),

11,866.

WABASH RAILROAD,

an extensive railroad
system connecting the cities of Detroit and
Toledo, on the east, with Kansas City and Council
Bluffs, on the west, with branches to Chicago, St.
Louis, Quincy and Altamont, 111., and to Keokuk
and Des Moines, Iowa. The total mileage (1898)

which 677.4 miles are in Illithe latter being the property of tlie
176.7 miles of yard -tracks, sidTlie company has trackage
privileges over the Toledo, Peoria & Western (6..J
miles) between Elvaston and Keokuk bridge, and
over the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy (21.8
(Hismiles) between Camp Point and Quincy.
tory.) A considerable portion of this road in
lUinois is constructed on the line upon which the
Northern Cross Railroad was projected, in the
"internal improvement" scheme adopted iu 1837,
and embraces the only section of road completed
under that scheme that between the Illinois
River and Springfield. (1) The construction of
this section was begun by the State, May 11,
1837, the first rail laid. May 9, 1838, the road
completed to Jacksonville, Jan. 1, 1840, and to
Springfield, May 13, 1842.
It was operated for a
time by "mule power," but the income was insufficient to keep the Une in repair and it was
finally abandoned.
In 1847 the line was sold for
131,100 to N. H. Ridgely and Thomas Mather of
Springfield, and by them transferred to New
York capitalists, who organized the Sangamon &
Morgan Railroad Company, reconstructed the
road from Springfield to Naples and opened it for
business in 1849. (2) In 1853 two corporations
were organized in Ohio and Indiana, respectively.
is

1,874.96 miles, of

nois

— all of

company, besides
ings and spurs.

—

under the name of the Toledo & Illinois Railroad
and the Lake Brie, Wabash & St. hdms Railroad,
which were consolidated as the Toledo, Wabash
& Western Railroad, June 25, 1856. In 1858
these lines were sold separately under foreclosure, and finally reorganized, under a special charter granted

by the

under the

Illinois Legislature,

name

of the Great Western Railroad Company.
The Quincy & Toledo Railroad, extending
from Camp Point to the Illinois River opposite
Meredosia, vi'as constructed in 1858-59, and that,
with the Illinois & Southern Iowa (from Clayton to Keokuk), was united, July 1, 1865, with
(3)

the eastern divisions extending to Toledo, the
new organization taking the name of the main
The
line, (Toledo, Wabash & Western).
(4)
Hannibal & Naples Division (49.6 miles), from
Bluffs to Hannibal, Mo., was chartered in 1863,
opened for business in 1870 and leased to the
Toledo, Wabasli & Western. The latter defaulted
on its interest in 1875, was placed in the hands
of a receiver and, in 1877, was turned over to a
new company under the name of the Wabash
Railway Company. (5) In 1868 the company,
as it then existed, promoted and secured the construction, and afterwards acquired the ownership, of a line extending from Decatur to East St.
Louis (110.5 miles) under the name of the Decatur & East St. Louis Railroad. (6) The Eel River
Railroad, from Butler to Logansport, Ind., was
acquired in 1877, and afterwards extended to
Detroit under the name of the Detroit, Butler &
St. Louis Railroad, completing the connection
from Logansport to Detroit. In November, 1879,
the Wabash, St. Louis & Pacific Railway Company was organized, took the property and consolidated it with certain lines west of the
of which tlie chief was the St. Louis,
City & Northern. A line had been pro-

—

1

jected from Decatur to Chicago as early as 1870,
but, not having been constructed in 1881, the
St. Louis & Pacific purchased what was
as the Chicago & Paducah Railroad,
uniting with the main line at Bement, and (by
way of the Decatur and St. Louis Division) giving a direct Une between Chicago and St. Louis.
At this time the Wabash, St. Louis & Pacific was
operating the following additional leased lines:
Pekin, Lincoln & Decatm- (67.2 miles) Hannibal
& Central Missouri (70.2 miles); Lafayette, Muncie & Bloomington (36. 7 miles), and the Lafayette
Bloomington & Muncie (80 miles). A connection
between Chicago on the west and Toledo and
Detroit on the east was established over the
Grand Trunk road in 1882, but, in 1890, the com-

Wabash,

known

;
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pany constructed a

line

from Montpelier, Ohio, to

reaching

St.

Bond County, 111., where he made
land from the Govfernment.
Returning to Boston a few months later, he con-

Clark, Ind. (149.7 miles), thence by track lease

year, visited

miles), giving an independent
(17.
between Cliicago and Detroit by what is
known to investors as the Detroit & Chicago

his first entrj- of

to Chicago

.5

line

Division.

Wabash, St. Louis &
Pacific system, in 1884, amounted to over 3,600
miles but, in May of that year, default having
been made in the payment of interest, the work
of disintegration began. The main line east of
the Mississippi and that on the west were sepa-

The

RAILROAD.

A PACIFIC RAIL-

courts of Western IlUnois and also in Iowa. Died,
Dec. 1, 1875. Mr. Walker was uncle of the late

;

name

of the

"Wabash

Western." The Eastern Division was placed in
the hands of a receiver, so remaining until May,
1889, when tlie two divisions, having been
bought in by a purchasing committee, were
consolidated under the present name. The total
earnings and income of the road in Illinois, for
the fiscal year 1898, were §4.402,621, and the
expenses $4,836,110.
(1898)

was

The

.5139,889,643,

total capital invested
including capital stock

of S.i2,000,000 and bonds to the

amount

of S^l,-

534,000.

WABASH RIVER, rises in

northwestern Ohio,
passes into Indiana, and runs northwest to Huntington. It then flows nearly due west to Logansport, thence southwest to Covington, finally
turning southward to Terre Haute, a few miles
below which it strikes the western boundary of
Indiana. It forms the boundary between Illinois
and Indiana (taking into account its numerous
windings) for some 200 miles. Below Vincennes
it runs in a south-southwesterly direction, and
enters the Ohio at the southwest extremity of
Indiana, near latitude 37 49' north. Its length
is estimated at 5.57 miles.

WABASH
(See Illhwis

WABASH,
ROAD.

&

MISSISSIPPI

Ccfral
ST.

Ruilroail.)

LOUS

tinued in the service of the publishing firm until
1820, when he again came to Illinois, and, in
1821, began farming in Ripley Township. Bond
County. Returning East in 1824, he spent tlie
next ten years in the employment of the publishing firm, with occasional visits to Illinois. In
183.5 lie located permanently near Greenville,
Bond County, and engaged extensively in farming and fruit-raising, planting one of the largest
apple orchards in the State at that early day. In
1845 he presided as chairman over the National
Industrial Convention in New York, and, in
1848, was nominated as the candidate of the
National Reform Association for Vice-President
on the ticket with Gerrit Smith of New York,
but declined. He was also prominent in County
and State Agricultural Societies. Mr Wait has
been credited with being one of tlie first (if not
the very first) to suggest the construction of the
Illinois Central Railroad, which he did as early
as 1835; was also one of the prime movers in the
construction of the Mississippi & Atlantic Railroad now the "Vandalia Line" giving much
time lo the latter enterprise from 1846 for many
years, and was one of the original incorporators
of the St. Louis & Illinois Bridge Companv.
Died, July 17, 1865.
WALKER, Cyrus, pioneer, lawyer, horn in
Rockbridge County, Va., May 14, 1791; was taken
while an infant to Adair County, Ky., and came
to Macomb, 111., in 1833, being the second lawyer
to locate in McDonough County.
He had a wide
reputation as a successful advocate, especially in
criminal cases, and practiced extensively in the

total mileage of the

rated, the latter taking the
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Louis, and, early in the following

(See Wah<isl, l;,u!n,a<l.)

WABASH & WESTERN R.ULROAD.

(See

Wabasit Hailroad.)
WAIT, William Smith, pioneer, and original
suggestor of the Illinois Central Railroad, was
born in Portland, Maine, March
1789, and educated in the public scliools of his native place.
In his youth he entered a book-publishing house
in which his father was a partner, and was for a
time associated with the publication of a weekly
paper.
Later the business was conducted at
Boston, and extended over the Eastern, Middle,
and Southern States, the subject of this sketch
making extensive tours in the interest of the
firm.
In 1817 he made a tour to the West,
.'5,

—

—

Pinkney H. Walker of the Supreme Court, who
studied law with him. He was Whig candidate
for Presidential Elector for the State-at-large in
1.H40.

WALKER, James Barr, clergyman, was born
Philadelphia, July 29, 1805; in his youth
served as errand-boy in a country store near
Pittsburg and spent four years in a printing
oflice then became clerk in the ofl!ice of Mordecai
M. Noah, in New York, studied law and gi-aduated from Western Reserve College, Ohio edited
various religious papers, including "The Watchman of the Prairies" (now "The Advance") of
in

;

;

Cliicago,

was licensed to preatrh by the Presbytery
and for some time was lecturer on

of Chicago,
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"Harmony between

Science and Revealed Religion" at Oberlin College and Chicago Theological
Seminary. He was author of several volumes,
one of which— "The Philosophy of the Plan of
Salvation," published anonymously under the
editorship of Prof. Calvin E. Stowe (1855)— ran
through several editions and was translated into
five different languages, including Hindustanee.
Died, at Wheaton, 111,, Marcli 6, 1887.
WALKER, Jaiiies Monroe, corporation lawyer
and Railway President, was born at Claremont,
N. H., Feb. 14, 1820,
At fifteen he removed with
his parents to a farm in Michigan was educated
at Oberlin, Ohio, and at the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, graduating from tlie latter in
1849.
He then entered a law office as clerk and
student, was admitted to the bar the next }'ear.
and soon after elected Prosecuting Attorney of
Washtenaw County was also local attorney for
the Michigan Central Railway, for which, after
his removal to Chicago in 1853, he became Gen;

;

Two

years later the firm of Sedgliad been organized in
Slichigan, became attorneys for the Chicago,
Burlington & Quincy Railroad, and, iintil his
death, Mr, Walker was associated with this com
pauy, either as General Solicitor, General Counsel
or President, filling the latter position from 1870
Mr, Walker organized both the Chicago
to 1875,
and Kansas City stock-yards, and was President
of these corporations, as also of the Wilmington
Coal Company, down to the time of his death,
which ocovirred on Jan, 23, 1881, as a result of

eral Solicitor,

wick

&

Walker, which

heart disease.

WALKER,

(Rev.) Jesse, Methodist Episcopal

was born in Rockingham County,
June 9, 1766; in 1800 removed to Tennessee,
became a traveling preacher in 1802, and, in
naissionary.

Va,,

1806,

came

ship

of

to Illinois under the presiding-elderRev, William McKendree (afterwards

Bishop), locating

first

at

Turkey

Hill, St.

Clair

County. In 1807 he held a camp meeting near
Edwardsville the first on Illinois soil. Later,
he transferred liis labors to Northern Illinois;
was at Peoria in 1824; at Ottawa in 1825, and
devoted much time to missionary work among
the Pottawatomies, maintaining a school among
them for a time. He visited Chicago in 1826, and
there is evidence that he was a prominent resident
there for several years, occupying a log house,
which he used as a church and living-room, on
"Wolf Point" at the junction of the North and
South Branches of the Chicago River. While
acting as superintendent of the Fox River mission, his residence appears to have been at Plain-

—

field, in

the northern part of Will County.

Oct.

1835,

5,

WALKER,
was born

Pinkney

H.,

lawyer and

in Adair County, Ky.,

June

Died,
jurist,

18,

1815.

His boyhood was chiefly passed in farm work and
as clerk in a general store in 1834 he came to Illinois, settling at Rushville, where he %vorked in a
store for four years.
In 1888 he removed to
;

Macomb, where he began attendance at an acadthe study of law with his uncle, Cyrus
Walker, a leading lawyer of his time. He was
admitted to the bar in 1839, practicing at Macomb
until 1848, when he returned to Rushville.
In
1853 he was elected Judge of the Fifth Judicial
Circuit, to fill a vacancy, and re-elected in 1855.
This position he resigned in 1858, having been
appointed, by Governor Bissell, to fill the vacancy
on the bench of the Supreme Court occasioned by
the resignation of Judge Skinner, Two months
later he was elected to the same position, and

emy and

re-elected in 1867

and

'76.

He

presided as Chief
June, '67, and

Justice from January, 1864, to
again from June, 1874, to June,

expiration of his last term

WALL,

lie

'75.

Before the

died, Feb.

7,

1885.

George Willard, lawyer, politician and
Judge, was born at Chillicothe, Ohio, April 32,
1839; brought to Perry County, 111., in infancy,
and leceived his preparatory education at McKen.
dree College, finally graduating from the University of Michigan in 1858, and
from the
Cincmnati Law School in 1859, when he began
practice at Duquoin, 111, He was a member of
the Constitutional Convention of 1863, and, from
1864 to "68, served as State's Attorney for the
Third Judicial District was also a Delegate to tlie
State Constitutional Convention of 1869-70. In
1873 he was an unsuccessful Democratic candidate for Congress, although running ahead of his
ticket.
In 1877 he was elected to the bench of
the Third Circuit, and re-elected in '79, '85 and
'91, much of the time since 1877 being on duty
upon the Appellate bench. His home is at
Duquoin.
WALLACE, (Rev.) Peter, D.D., clergyman
and soldier; was born in Mason County, Ky.,
April 11, 1813; taken in infancy to Brown
County, Ohio, where he grew up on a farm until
15 years of age, when he was apprenticed to a
carpenter; at the age of 30 came to Illinois,
where he became a contractor and builder, following this occupation for a number of years. He
was converted in 1835 at Springfield, III, and,
some years later, having decided to enter the
ministry, was admitted to the Illinois Conference
as a deacon by Bishop E, S, Janes in 1855, and
;
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placed in charge of the Danville Circuit. Two
years later he was ordained by Bishop Scott, and,
in the next few years, held pastorates at various
places in the central and eastern parts of the
From 18G7 to 1874 he was Presiding Elder
State.
of the Mattoon and Quincy Districts, and, for six
years, held the position of President of the Board
of Trustees of Chaddock College at Quincy, from
which he received the degree of D.D. in 1881.
In the second year of the Civil War he raised a
company in Sangamon County, was cliosen
its Captain and assigned to the Seventy-third
Illinois Volunteers, known as the "preachers'
regiment" all of its officers being ministers. In
1864 he was compelled by ill-health to resign his
commission. While pastor of the church at Saybrook. 111., he was offered the position of Postmaster of that place, which he decided to accept,
and was allowed to retire from the active minisOn retirement from office, in 1884, he
try.
removed to Chicago. In 1889 he was appointed
by Governor Fifer the first Cliaplain of the Soldiers' and Sailors' Home at Quincy, but retired
some four years afterward, when he returned to
Chicago. Dr. Wallace was an eloquent and
effective preacher and continued to preach, at
intervals, until within a short time of Ids decease,
which occurred in Chicago, Feb. 21, 1897, in Ids
84th year. A zealous patriot, he frequently
spoke very eflfectively upon the political rostrum.
Originally a Wliig. lie became a Republican on
the organization of that party, and took pride in
the fact that the first vote he ever cast was for
Abraham Lincoln, for Representative in tlie LegisHe was a Knight Templar, Vicelature, in 1834.
President of the Tippecanoe Club of Chicago,
and, at his death, Cliaplain of America Post. No.
708, G. A. R.

—

WALLACE, William Henry Lamb,
soldier,

was born

at

lawyer and
Urbaua, Ohio, July 8, 1831;

brought to Illinois in 1833, his father settling
near La Salle and. afterwards, at Mount Morris.
Ogle County, where young Wallace attended tlie
Rock River Seminaiy was admitted to the bar in
1845; in 1846 enlisted as a private in the First Illinois Volunteers (Col. John J. Hardin's regiment),
for the Mexican War, rising to tlie rank of Adjutant and participting in the battle of Buena Vista
(where his commander was killed), and in other
engagements. Returning to his profession at
Ottawa, he served as District Attorney (18r)2-56),
then became partner of his father-in-law. Col.
T. Lyle Dickey, afterwards of the Supreme Court.
In April, 1861, he was one of the first to answer
the call for troops by enlisting, and became Colo;

54'.»

Eleventh Illinois (three-months'
men), afterwards re-enlisting for three years.
As commander of a brigade he participated in
the capture of Forts Henry and Donelson, in February, 1863, receiving promotion as BrigadierGeneral for gallantry. At IMttsbnrg Landing
(Shiloh), as commander of Gen. C. F. Smith's
Division, devolving on him on account of the
illne.ss of his superior officer, he showed great
courage, but fell mortally wounded, dying at
Charleston, Tenn., April 10, 1863. His career
promised great brilliancy and his loss was greatly
deplored.— Martin R. M. Wallace), brother of
the preceding, was born at Urbana, Ohio, Sept.
29, 1829, came to La Salle County, 111. with his
father's family and was educated in the local
schools and at Rock River Seminary studied law
at Ottawa, and was admitted to the bar in 1856,
.soon after locating in Chicago.
In 1861 he
assisted in organizing the Fourth Regiment Illinois Cavalry, of which he became LieutenantColonel, and was complimented, in 1865, with tlie
rank of brevet Brigadier-General. After the
war he served as Assessor of Internal Revenue
(1866-69); County Judge (1869-77); Prosecuting
Attorney (1884); and, for many years pa.st, has
been one of the Justices of the Peace of the city
nel

of

the

(

,

;

of Chicago.

WALNUT, a town of Bureau County, on the
Mendota and Fulton brancli of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad, 26 miles west of Mendota is in a farming and stock-raising district
has a bank and two newspapers. Population
;

(1890),

60.5.

WAR OF

1812. Upon the declaration of war
in June, 1812, the Pottawatomics.
tlie other tribes of Indians in the

by Congress,
and most of

Territory of Illinois, .strongly sympathized witli
the British. The savages had been hostile atul

some time

previous, and blof'khouses
had been erected at a number
the settlements most
exposed to the incursions of the .savages. Governor Edwards, becoming api)rehensive of an
outbreak, constructed Fort Rus.sell, a few miles
from Edwardsville. Taking the Held in person,
lie made tliis his headquarters, and collected a
force of 250 mounte<l volunteers, who were later
reinforced by two companies of rangers, under
Col. William Russell, numbering about 100 men.
An independent company of twenty -one .spie.s, of
which John Reynolds afterwards Governor
was a member, was also formed .and led bj' Capt.
Samuel Judy. The Governor organized his little
army into two regiments under Colonels Rector
restless for

and family
of

points,

forts

especially in

—
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Stephenson, Colonel Russell serving as
second to the commander-in-chief, other members of his staff being Secretary Nathaniel Pope
and Robert K, McLaughlin. On Oct. 18, 1812,
Governor Edwards, with his men, set out for
Peoria, where it was expected that their force
would meet that of General Hopkins, who had
been sent from Kentucky with a force of 3,000

and

route, two Kickapoo villages were
and a number of Indians imnecessarily
Hopkins had orders to
slain by Edwards' party.
disperse the Indians on the Illinois and Wabash
He deterRivers, and destroj' their villages.
mined, however, on reaching the headwaters of
the Vermilion to proceed no farther. Governor
Edwards reached the head of Peoria Lake, but,
failing to meet Hopkins, returned to Fort Russell.
About the same time Capt. Thomas E. Craig led
a party, in two boats, up the Illinois River to
Peoria. His boats, as he alleged, having been
fired upon in the night by Indians, who were harbored and protected by the French citizens of
Peoria, he burned the greater part of the village,
and capturing the population, carried them down
the river, putting tlieui on shore, in the early part
Other desultory
of the winter, just below Alton.
expeditions marked the campaigns of 1813 and
1814. Tlie Indians meanwhile gaining courage,
remote settlements were continually harassed
by marauding bauds. Later in 18U, an expedition, led by Major (afterwards President) Zachary
Taylor, ascended the Mississippi as far as Rock
Island, where he found a large force of Indians,
supported by British regulars with artillery.
Finding himself vinable to cope with so formidable a foe. Major Taylor retreated down the river.
On the site of the present town of Warsaw lie
threw up fortifications, which he named Fort
Edwards, from which point he was subsequeutly
compelled to retreat. The same year tlie British.
with their Indian allies, descended from Mackinac, captured Prairie du Chien, and burned Forts
Madison and Johnston, after which they retired
to Cap au Gris. The treaty of Ghent, signed
Dec. 24, 1814, closed the war, although no formal
treaties were made with the tribes until the year

men.

En

bvirned,

following.

—

Twelfth, inclusive the earlier numbers. First to
Sixth, being conceded to the six regiments wliich
had served in the war with Mexico. The regiments were commanded, respectively, by Colonels
.Jolin Cook, Richard J. Oglesby. Eleazer A. Paine,
James D. Morgan, William H. L. Wallace, and
John Mc Arthur, constituting the "First Brigade
of Illinois "Volunteers." Benjamin M. Prentiss,
having been chosen Brigadier-General on arrival
at Cairo,

assumed command, relieving General

The quota under the second call, consisting of ten regiments, was mustered into service
within sixty days, 300 companies being tendered
immediately. Many more volunteered than could
be accepted, and large numbers crossed to Missouri and enlisted in regiments forming in that
State.
During June and July the Secretary of

Swift.

,

WAR OF THE REBELLION.
of the Civil

the quota assigned to the State under call of the
President.
Public excitement was at fever heat,
and dormant patriotism in both sexes was
aroused as never before. Party lines were
broken down and, with comparatively few exceptions, the mass of the peoi)le were actuated by a
t^ommon sentiment of patriotism. On April 19,
Governor Yates was instructed, by the Secretary
of War, to take possession of Cairo as an important
strategic point. At that time, the State militia
organizations were few in number and poorly
equipped, consisting chiefly of independent companies in the larger cities. The Governor acted
with great promptitude, and, on April 21, seven
companies, numbering .595 men, commanded by
Gen. Richard K. Swift of Chicago, were en route
The first volunteer company to tender
to Cairo.
its services, in response to Governor Yates' proclamation, on April 16, was the Zouave Grays of
Springfield.
Eleven other companies were tendered the same day, and, by the evening of the
18th, the number had been increased to fifty.
Simultaneously with these proceedings, Chicago
bankers tendered to the Governor a war loan of
§.500,000, and those of Springfield, 8100,000.
The
Legislature, at its special session, passed acts increasing the efficiency of the militia law, and
provided for the creation of a war fund of §3.000,000.
Besides the six regiments already called
for. the raising of ten additional volunteer regiments and one battery of light artillery was
authorized.
The last of the six reginaents,
apportioned to Illinois under the first presidential
The
call, was dispatched to Cairo early in May.
six regiments were numbered the Seventh to

War,

At the outbreak

the executive chair, in Illinois,

was occupied by Gov. Richard Yates. Immediately upon the issuance of President Lincoln's
first call for troops (April 1.5, 1861), the Governor
issued his proclamation summoning the Legislature together in special session and, the same
day, issued a call for "six regiments of militia,"

War authorized Governor Yates to recruit twentytwo additional regiments (seventeen infantry and
Oa
five cavalr3'), which were promptly raised.

HISTOmCAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF
July

the day following the defeat of the Union
at Bull Run, President Lincoln called for

23,

army

nOO.OOO more volunteers.
Governor Yates immediately responded with an offer to the War
Department of sixteen more regiments (thirteen
of infantry and three of cavalry), and a battalion
of artillery, adding, that tlie State claimed it as
her right, to do her full share toward the preservation of tlie Union. Under supplemental authority, received from the Secretary of War in
August, 1861, twelve additional regiments of infantry and five of cavalrj- were raised, and, by December, 1861, the State had 43,000 volunteers in
the field and 17,000 in camps of instruction.
Other calls were made in July and August, 18('i2.
each for 300,000 men. Illinois' quota, under both
calls, was over 52,000 men, no regard being paid
to the fact that the State had already furnished
16,000 troops in excess of its quotas under previous calls. Unless this number of volunteers was
raiseil by September 1, a draft would be ordered.
The tax was a severe one, inasmuch as it would
fall chiefly upon the prosperous citizens, the floating population, the idle and the extremely poor
having already followed the arm.v's march, either

as soldiers or as camp-followers. But recruiting
was actively carried on. and, aided by liberal

bounties in

many

of the counties, in less than a

fortnight tlie r)2,000 new troops were secured, the
volunteers coming largely from the substantial
classes
agricultural, mercantile, artisan and
professional.
By the end of December, fifty-nine

from

his

political

—

opponents, who aided by the absence of so
large a proportion of the loyal iwpulation of the
State in the field were able to carry the elections of that year.
Consequentl}', when the

—

Twenty-third

—

—

—

—

eties.

)

WAR

criticism

in the field,

exposure and disease.
At this time, Illinois had an aggregate of over
135.000 enlisted men in the field.
The issue of
President Lincoln's preliminary proclamation of
emancipation, in September, 1862. was met by a

from

hostile

—

Seventh Infantry. Illinois having sent six
regiments to the Mexican War, by courtesy the
numbering of the regiments which took part in
the war for the Union began with number
Seven, A number of regiments which responded

number to fill
which had suf-

to the front, besides a considerable

of

comprised in 151 regiments of infantry, 17 of
cavalry and two complete regiments of artillery,
besides twelve independent batteries. The total
losses of Illinois organizations, during the war,
has been reported at 34,834, of wliich 5,874 were
killed in battle, 4,020 died from wounds, 23,786
from disease and 2,154 from other causes being
a total of thirteen per cent of the entire force of
the State in the service. The part which Illinois
played in the contest was conspicuous for patriotism, promptness in response to every call, and
the bravery and efficiency of its troops in the
field
reflecting honor upon the State and its history.
Nor were its loyal citizens who, while
staying at home, furnished moral and material
support to the men at the front less worthy of
praise than those wlio volunteered.
By upholding the Government National and State —-and
by their zeal and energy in collecting and sending
forward immense (juantities of supplies— surgical,
medical and other—often at no little sacrifice,
they contributed much to the success of the
Union arms. (See also Camp Douglas; Camp
Douglas Conspiracy: Secret Treasonable Soci-

battle,

regiments and four batteries had been dispatched

up regiments already

storm
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OF THE REBELLION (History of Illi
Nois Regiments). The following is a list of the
various military organizations mustered into the
service during the Civil War (1861-65), with the
terms of service and a summary of the more
important events in the history of each, while
in the field

—

fered severely

ILLINOIS.

date last mentioned, Illinois had furnished to the
Union army 244,496 men, being 14, .590 in excess of the allotted quotas, constituting fifteen
per cent of the entire population, Tliese were

(ieneral

Assembly convened

in

regular session at Springfield, on Jan. 5, 1863, a
large majority of that body was not only opposed
to both the National and State administrations,

but avowedly opposed to the further prosecution
war under the existing policy. The Legislature reconvened in Jime, but was prorogued
Yates
Between Oct. t, 1863, and
Governor
by
July 1, 1864. 16.000 veterans re-enlisted and
volunteers
were enrolled and, by the
87,000 new

of the

;

to the first call of the President, claimed the right

to be recognized as the

first regiment in
the
field, but the honor was finally accorded to that
organized at Springfield by Col. John Cook, and
hence his regiment was numbered Seventh. It
was mustered into the service, April 25, 1861, and
remained at Mound City during the three months'
service, the period of its first enlistment.
It wa-s
subsequently reorganized and mustered for the
three years' service, July 25, 1861, and was
engaged in the battles of Fort Donelson, Shiloh,
Corinth, Cherokee. AUatoona Pass, Salkahatchie
Swamp, Bentonville and Columl)ia. The regiment re-enlisted as veterans at Pulaski, Tenn.,
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Dec.
July

1863;

22,
9,

1865,

was mustered out at Louisville,
and paid off and discharged at

Springfield, July 11.

Eighth Infantry. Organized at Springfield,
and mustered in for three months' service, April
26, 1861, Richard J. Oglesby of Decatur, being
appointed Colonel. It remained at Cairo during
its term of service, when it was mustered out.
July 25, 1861, it was reorganized and mustered in
It participated in the
for three years' service.
battles of Fort Donelson, Shiloh, Port Gibson,
Thompson Hill, Raymond, Champion Hill, Vicksburg, Brownsville, and Spanish Fort re-enlisted
as veterans, March 24, 1864 was mustered out at
Baton Rouge, May 4, 1866, paid off and discharged. May 13, having served five years.
Ninth Infantry. Mustered into the service
at Springfield, April 26, 1861. for the term of
three months, under Col. Eleazer A. Paine. It
was reorganized at Cairo, in August, for three
years, being composed of companies from St.
Clair, Madison, Montgomery, Pulaski, Alexander
and Mercer Counties was engaged at Fort Donel(Tenn.),
Meed Creek
son, Shiloh, Jackson
Swamps, Salem, Wyatt, Florence, Montezuma,
Athens and Grenada. The regiment was mounted,
March 15, 1863, and so continued during the
remainder of its service. Mustered out at Louisville, July 9, 1865.
Tenth Infantry. Organized and mustered
into the service for three months, on April 29,
1861, at Cairo, and on July 29, 1861, was mustered
into the service for three years, with Col. James
D. Morgan in command. It was engaged at
Sykeston, New Madrid, Corinth, Missionary
Ridge, Buzzard's Roost, Resaca, Rome, Kenesaw,
Chattahoochie, Savannah and Bentonville. Reenlisted as veterans, Jan. 1, 1864, and mustered
out of service, July 4, 1865, at Louisville, and
received final discharge and pay, July 11, 1865,
at Chicago.
Eleventh Infantry. Organized at Springfield and mustered into service, April 30, 1861,
for three months. July 30, the regiment was
;

;

;

mustered

out,

and

for three years'

re-enlisted

service.
It was
engaged at Fort Donelson,
Shiloh, Corinth, Tallahatchie, Vicksburg, Liver-

Columbus, Fort Donelson, Shiloh, Corinth, Lay's
Rome Cross Roads, Dallas, Kenesaw,
Nickajack Creek, Bald Knob, Decatur, Ezra
Church, Atlanta, Allatoona and Goldsboro. On
Jan. 16, 1864, the regiment re-enlisted as veterJohn McArtliur was its first Colonel, sucans.
ceeded by Augustus L. Chetlain, both being
promoted to Brigadier-Generalships. Mustered
out of service at Louisville, Ky., July 10, 1865,.
and received final pay and discharge, at Springfield, July 18.
Thirteenth Infantry. One of the regiments
organized under the act known as the "Ten Regiment Bi,Jl" was mustered into service on May 24,
1861, for three years, at Dixon, with John B.
Wyman as Colonel; was engaged at Chickasaw
Bayou, Arkansas Post, Vicksburg, Jackson, Missionary Ridge, Rossville and Ringgold Gap.
Mustered out at Springfield. June 18, 1864, having served three years and two months.
Fourteenth Infantry. One of the regiments
raised under the "Ten Regiment Bill," which
anticipated the requirements of the General
Government by organizing, equipping and drilling a regiment in each Congressional District in
Ferry,

;

the State for thirty days, unless sooner required
for service by the United States. It was mustered
in at Jacksonville for three years, May 25, 1861,
under command of John M. Palmer as its first
Colonel; was engaged at Shiloh, Corinth, Metamora, Vicksburg, Jackson, Fort Beauregard and
Meridian consolidated with the Fifteenth Infantry, as a veteran battalion (both regiments having enlisted as veterans), on July 1, 1864. In
October, 1864, the major part of the battalion
was captured by General Hood and sent to
Andersonville. The remainder participated in
the "March to the Sea," and through the campaign in the CaroUnas. In the spring of 1865 the
battalion organization was discontinued, both
regiments having been filled up by recruits. The
regiment was mustered out at Fort Leavenworth, Kan., Sept. 16, 1865; and arrived at
Springfield, 111., Sept. 22, 2865, wliere it received
;

final payment and discharge.
The aggregate
number of men who belonged to this organization
was 1,980, and the aggregate mustered out at

Yazoo City, Spanish Fort and
W. H. L. Wallace, afterwards
Brigadier-General and killed at Shiloh, was its
first Colonel.
Mustered out of service, at Baton
Rouge, July 14, 1865 paid off and discharged at

Fort Leavenworth, 480. During its foiir years
and four months of service, the regiment
marched 4.490 miles, traveled by rail, 2,330 miles,
and, by river, 4,490 miles making an aggregate

Springfield.

Fifteenth Infantry. Raised under the "Ten
Regiment Act," in the (then) First Congressional
District; was organized at Freeport, and mus-

pool Heights,
Fort Blakely.

;

Twelfth Infantry.
for three years,

August

Mustered into service
1861 was engaged at

1,

;

—

of 11,670 miles.
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tared into service.
at

Sedalia,

May

Shiloli,

24, 1861.

Corintli,

was engaged

It

Metaiiiora

Hill,

Vicksburg, Fort Beauregard, Champion Hill,
Allatoona and Bentonville. In March, 1864, the
regiment re-enlisted as veterans, and, in July,
1864, was consolidated with the Fourteenth Infantry as a Veteran Battalion.
At Big Shanty and
Ackworth a large portion of the battalion was
captured by General Hood. At Raleigh the
Veteran Battalion was discontinued and the
Fifteenth reorganized. From July 1. to Sept. 1,
186.5, the regiment was stationed at Forts Leavenworth and Kearney. Having been mustered out
at Fort Leavenwortli. it was sent to Springfield
for final payment and discharge
liaving served
four years and four mouths. Miles marched,
4,299; miles by rail, 3.408, miles by steamer,
4,310; men enlisted from date of organization,
1,963; strength at date of muster-out, 640.
Sixteenth Infantry. Organized and mustered into service at Quincy under the "Ten- Regiment Act," May 24, 1S61. The regiment was
engaged at New Madrid. Tiptonville, Corinth,
Buzzards" Roost. Resaca, Rome, Kenesaw Mountain, Chattahoochie River, Peach Tree Creek,
Atlanta, Savannah,
Columbia,
Fayetteville,
Averysboro and Bentonville. In December,
1864, the regiment re-enlisted as veterans was
mustered out at Louisville. Ky., July 8, 1865,
after a term of service of four years and three
months, and, a week later, arrived at Springfield, where it received its final pay and discharge

—

;

papers.

Seventeenth Infantry.

Mustered into the
111., on May 24, 1861;
was
Fredericktown (Mo. ), Greenfield
(Ark.), Shiloh, Corinth, Hatchie and Vicksburg.
In May, 1864, the term of enlistment having
expired, the regiment was ordered to Springfield
Those men and officers
for pay and discharge.
who re-eulisted. and those whose term had not
expired, were consolidated with the Eighth Infantry, which was mustered out in the spring of 186G.
Eighteenth Infantry. Organized under the
provisions of the "Ten Regiment Bill," at Anna,
and mustered into tlie service on May 28, 1861,
the term of enlistment being for three years.
The regiment participated in the capture of Fort
McHenry, and was actively engaged at Fort
Donelson, Shiloh and Corinth. It was mustered
out at Little Rock. Dec. 16. 1865, and Dec. 31,
service

Peoria,

at

engaged

at

thereafter, arrived at Springfield,

111.,

for pay-

The aggregate enlistments
from its organization to date of
discharge (rank and file), numbered 2.043.

ment and

discharge.

in the regiment,

Nineteenth

Infantry.
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Mustered

into

tlie

United States service for three years, June 17,
1861, at Chicago, embracing four (omi)anies
which had been accepted under the call for tlirco
months' men; participated in the battle of
Stone River and in the TuUahoma and Chattanooga campaigns; was aLso engaged at Davis'
Cross Roads, Chickamauga, Missionary Ridge and
Resaca. It was mustered out of service on July
1864, at Chicago.
Originally consisting of
nearly 1,000 men, besides a large number of
recruits received during the war. its strength at
the final muster-out was less than 350.
9,

Twentieth Infantry.
and June

Organized,

May

14,

13, 1861, and mustered
term of three years. It
participated in the following engagements, battles,
sieges, etc.
Fredericktown (Mo. ), Fort
Donelson, Shiloh, Corinth, Thompson's Plantation, Champion Hills, Big Black River, Vicksburg, Kenesaw Mountain and Atlanta.
After
marching through the Carolinas, the regiment
was finally ordered to Louisville, where it was
mustered out, July 16, 1865, receiving its final
discharge at Chicago, on July 24.
Twenty-first Infantry. Organized under
the "Ten Regiment Bill," from the (then) Seventh Congressional District, at Mattoon, and
mustered into service for three years, June 2s.
1861.
Its first Colonel was U. 8. Grant, who was
in command until August 7, when he was commissioned Brigadier-General. It was engaged
at Fredericktown (Mo.), Corinth, Perryville, Murfreesboro. Liberty Gap, Chickamauga, Jonesboru,
Franklin and Nashville. The regiment re-enlisted

1861, at Joliet,

into the service for a

:

as veterans, at^ Chattanooga, in February, 1864.

From

June, 1864, to December, 18H5, it was on
Mustered out at San Antonio.
1865, and paid off and discharged at

duty in Texas.
Dec.

l(i,

Springfield, Jan. 18, 1866.

Twenty-second
Infantry. Organized
at
and mustered into service, for three
at Ca.seyville. 111.. June 2.5, 1861; was

Belleville,

years,

engaged at Belmont, Charleston (Mo.), Sikestown,
Tiptonville, Farmington. Corinth, Stone River.
Chickamauga, Missionary Ridge, Resaca, New
Ho|)e Churcli. and all the battles of the Atlanta
cam()aign. except Rocky Face Ridge.
It was
mustereil out at Springfield, July 7. 1864, the vet
erans and recruits, whose term of .service had not
expired, being consolidated with the Forty-second

Regiment

Illinois

Infantry Volunteers.

Twenty-third Infantry.

The organization
com-

of the Twenty-third Infantry Volunteers

menced, at Cliicago. under

tlie

popular

name

of

—

HISTOKICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.

654

the "Irish Brigade," immediately upon the
opening of hostilities at Sumter. The formal
muster of the regiment, under the command of

tain,

James A. Mulligan, was made, June 15, 1861,
at Chicago, when it was occupjang barracks
known as Kane's brewery near the river on
West Polk Street. It was early ordered to Northern Missouri, and was doing garrison duty at

ment traveled

Col.

Lexington, when, in September, 1861, it surrendered with the rest of the garrison, to tlie forces
under the rebel General Price, and was paroled.
From Oct. 8. 1861, to June 14, 1862, it was detailed
Thereafter
to guard prisoners at Camp Douglas.
it participated in engagements in the Virginias.
as follows; at South Fork, Greenland Gap, Philippi, Hedgeville, Leetown, Maryland Heights,
Snicker's Gap, Kernstown, Cedar Creek, Winchester, Charlestown, Berryville, Opequan Creek,
Fisher's Hill, Harrisonburg, Hatcher's Run and
It also took part in the siege of
pursuit of Lee, being present
the surrender at Appomattox. In January
and February, 1864, the regiment re-enlisted as
veterans, at Greenland Gap, W. Va. In August,
1864, the ten companies of the Regiment, then
numbering 440, were consolidated into five companies and designated, "Battalion. Twenty-third

Petersburg.

Richmond and the
at

Regiment,

Illinois

Veteran Volunteer Infantry.''

The regiment was thanked by Congress for its
jiart at Lexington, and was authorized to inscribe
Lexington upon its colors. (See also Mulligan,
James A.)
Twenty-fourth Infantry, (known as the
Organized at Chicago,
First Hecker Regiment).
with two companies to-wit: the Union Cadets
and the Lincoln Rifles from the three months'
service, in June, 1861, and mustered in, July 8,

—

—

participated in the battles of Perryville,
Murfreesboro, Chiokamaiiga, Resaca, Kenesaw
1861.

It

Mountain and other engagements in the Atlanta
campaign. It was mustered out of service at
Chicago. August 6, 1864. A fraction of the regiment, which had been recruited in the field, and
whose tei-m of service had not expired at the date
of muster-out, was organized into one company
and attached to the Third Brigade, First Division, Fourteenth Army Corps, and mustered out
at Camp Butler, August 1, 1865.
Twenty-fifth Infantry'. Organized from
the counties of Kankakee, Iroquois, Ford, Vermilion, Douglas, Coles, Champaign and Edgar, and
mustered into service at St. Louis, August 4, 1861.
It participated in the battles of Pea Ridge, Stone
River, Chickamauga, Missionary Ridge, in the
siege of Corinth, the battle of Kenesaw Moun-

the siege of Atlanta, and innumerable skirmishes was mustered out at Springfield, Sept. 5,
;

1864.

foot,

During

three years' service the regi-

its

4,962 miles, of

which

3,353

were on

the remainder by steamboat and railroad.

TwENTY'-siXTH INFANTRY. Blustered into service, consisting of seven companies, at Springfield,
August 31, 1861. On Jan. 1, 1864, the regiment
re-enlisted as veterans.
It was authorized by the
commanding General to inscribe upon its banners "New Madrid" "Island No. 10;" "Farmington;" "Siege of Corinth;" "luka;" "Corinth
3d and 4th, 1862;" "Resaca;" "Kenesaw;" "Ezra
Church;" "Atlanta;" "Jonesboro:" "Griswoldville;" "McAllister;" "Savannah;" "Columbia,"
and "Bentonville. " It was mustered out at
Louisville, July 30, 1865, and paid off and
discharged, at Springfield, July 38— the regiment
having marched, during its four years of service,
6,931 miles, and fought twenty-eight hard battles,
besides innumerable skirmishes.
Twenty-seventh Infantry. First organized,
with only seven companies, at Springfield,
August 10, 1861, and organization completed by
'

;

the addition of three more companies, at Cairo,
on September 1. It took part in the battle of Belmont, the siege of Island No. 10, and the battles
of Farmington, Nashville Murfreesboro, Chickamauga, Slissionary Ridge, Rocky Face Ridge,
Resaca, Calhoun, Adairsville, Dallas, Pine Top
Mountain and Kenesaw Mountain, as well as in
the investment of Atlanta; was relieved from
duty, August 25, 1864, while at the front, and
mustered out at Springfield, September 20. Its
veterans, with the recruits whose term of service had not expired, were consolidated with the

Ninth Infantry.

Twenty-eighth

Infantry'.

Composed

of

companies from Pike. Fulton, Schuyler, Mason,
Scott and Menard Counties; was organized at
Springfield, August 15, 1861, and mustered into
three years. It participated in the
Shiloh and Metamora, the siege of
Vicksburg and the battles of Jackson, Mississippi,
and Fort Beauregard, and in the capture of
Spanish Fort, Fort Blakely and Mobile. From
June, 1864. to March, 1866, it was stationed in
Texas, and was mustered out at Brownsville, in
that State. March 15, 1866, having served four
.service for

battles of

years and seven months.
Springfield,

May

It

was discharged,

at

13, 1866.

Twenty-ninth Infantry. Mustered into service at Springfield, August 19, 1861, and was
engaged at Fort Donelson and Shiloh, and in the
Eight
sieges of Corinth, Vicksburg and Mobile.
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companies were detailed for duty at Holly Springs,
and were there captured by General Van Dorn,
in December, 18(53, but were exdianged, six
months later. In January, 1864, the regiment
re-enlisted as veterans, and, from June, 1864, to
November, 186.5. was on duty in Texas. It was
mustered out of service in that State, Nov. 6,
ise."). and received final discharge on November 28.
Thirtieth Inf.\ntrv. Organized at Springfield, Avigust 28. 1861
was engaged at Belmont.
;

Fort

Donelson,

Station,

the siege

of

Raymond, Champion

Corinth,

Hills,

Medan

the sieges of

Vicksburg and Jackson, Big Slianty, Atlanta,
Savannah, Pocotaligo, Orangeburg, Columbia,
Cheraw, and Fayetteville; mustered out, July
17, 186.'>, and received final payment and discbarge
at Silringfield, July 27, 186.J.
Thirty-first Infantry. Organized at Cairo,
and there mustered into service on Sept. 18,
1861 was engaged at Belmont, Fort Donelson,
;

Shiloh, in the

two expeditions against VicksIngram Heights, RayChampion Hill. Big Shanty,

burg, at Thompson's Hill,

mond, Jackson,

field,

ment
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Dec. 6 and 7, 1865. The aggregate enrollof the regiment was between 1,900 and

2.000.

Infantry. Organized
at
was engaged at Shiloh,
Rocky Face Ridge, Resaca. Big Shanty, Kenesaw Mountain, Atlanta,

Thirty-fourth

Springfield. Sept.

7,

1861

;

Corinth, Murfreesboro,

Jonesboro, and, after participating in the "March
to the Sea" and through the Carolinas, took part
After the surrender
in the battle of Bentonville.

went with Slierniau's
Army to "Washington, D, C, and took part in the
grand review. May 24, 1865; left Washington,
June 12, and arrived at Louisville, Ky., June 18,
where it was mustered out, on July 12; was discharged and paid at Chicago, July 17, 1865.
Thirty-fifth Infantry. Organized at Decatur on July 3, 1861, and its services tendered to
the President, being accepted by tlie Secretary of
War as "Col. G. A. Smith's Independent Regiment of Illinois Volunteers," on July 23, and
mustered into service at St. Louis. August 12. It
was engaged at Pea Ridge and in the siege of

of Johnston, the regiment

Kenesaw Mountain. Atlanta. Lovejoy Station and
Jonesboro; also participated in the "Jlarch to
the Sea" and took part in tlie battles and skirmishes at Columbia. Clieraw. Fayetteville and
Bentonville. A majority of the regiment reIt was
enlisted as veterans in March. 1864.
mustered out at Louisville. July 19, 186.'). and
finally discharged at Springfield. July 23.
Thirty-second
Inf.\ntry.
Organized
at

Corinth, also participated in the battles of Perryville.
Stone River, Chickamauga, Missionary

and mustered into service. Dec. 31,
1861.
By special autliority from the War Department, it originally consisted of ten companies of
It was
infantry, one of cavalry, and a battery.
engaged at Fort Donelson. Shiloh, in the sieges
of Corinth and Vicksburg, and in the battles of
La (riange, Urand Junction, Metamora. Harrisonburg, Kenesaw Mountain, Nickajack Creek,
AUatoona, Savannah, Columbia, Cheraw and
Bentonville. In January. 1864, the regiment

service, Sept. 23, 1861, for a

Sjjringfield

re-enlisted as veterans, and, in June,

ordered

to

there. Sept.

Fort
16,

Leavenworth.

1865,

and

186,5,

was

Mustered out

finally discharged at

Springfield.

Thirty-third Inf.vxtry.

Organized and mus-

tered into .service at Springfield in .Sejitember.
1861; was engaged at Frederi<'ktown (Mo.), Port

Champion Hills, Black River Bridge, the
and siege of Vicksburg. siege of Jackson,
Fort Esperanza. and in tlie expedition against
Mobile. The regiment veteranized at Vicksburg,
Jan. 1, 1864; was mustered out, at the same point,
Nov. 24, 186.5, and finally ilischarged at Spring-

Gibson,
assault

Ridge. Rocky Face

Ridge, Resaca, Dallas and

Kenesaw.

muster-out took

Its

final

place

at

Springfield, Sept. 27. 1864, the regiment

marched (exclusive of

railroad

having
and steamboat

transportation) 3,056 miles.

Thirty-sixth Infantry.

Hammond,

near Aurora.

Organized at Camp
and mustered into
term of three years.

111.,

The regiment, at its organization, numbered 965
officers and enlisted men, and had two comjianies
of Cavalry ("A" and "B"), 180 officers and
men. It was engaged at Leetown, Pea Ridge,
Perryville, Stone River,

Chickamauga, the siege
Rocky Face

of Chattanooga. Missionary Ridge,

New Hope Church,
Kenesaw Mountain. Peach Tree Creek. JonesRidge. Resaca, Adairsville,

and Nashville. Mustered nut.
8. 1865. and di.sbanded. at Si>ringfield, Oct.
having marched and been transported, during
its term of service, more tlian 10,000 miles.
Thirty-seventh I.nfantry. Familiarly kno<vn
as 'Fremont Rifles"; organized in .\ugu.st, 1861.
and mustered into service, Sept. 18. The regiment was presented with battle-flags by the Chicago Board of Trade. It participated in the
battles of Pea Ridge, Neosho, Prairie Grove and
Chalk Bluffs, the siege of Vicksburg, and in the
battles of Yazoo City and Morgan's Bend.
In
October. 186.S. it was ordered to the defense of the
frontier along the Rio Grande: ro-enlisted as
boro, Frailklin

Oct.
27,
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veterans in February, 1864; took part in the
siege and storming of Fort Blakely and the capture of Mobile; from July, 1865, to May, 1866,
was again on duty in Texas was mustered out
at Houston, May 15, 1866, and finally discharged
at Springfield, May 31, having traveled some
17,000 miles, of which nearly 3,300 were by
marching.
;

Thirty-eighth

Infantry.

Organized
at
The regiment
Fredericktown,
Perryville, Knob Gap, Stone River, Liberty Gap,
Chickamauga, Pine Top, Kenesaw Mountain,
Atlanta, Jonesboro, Franklin and Nashville;
re-enlisted as veterans in February, 1864; from
June to December, 1865, was on duty in Louisiana and Texas; was mustered out at Victoria,
Texas, Dec. 31, 1865, and received final discharge
Springfield, in September, 1861.

was engaged

in the battles of

at Springfield.

Thirty-ninth Infantry. The organization of
Regiment was commenced as soon as the
news of the firing on Fort Sumter reached Cliicago. General Thomas O. Osborne was one of its
this

contemplated field ofticers, and labored zealously
to get it accepted under the first call for troops,
but did not accomplish his object. The regiment
had already assumed the name of the "Yates
Phalanx" in honor of Governor Yates. It was
accepted by the War Dejjartment on the day
succeeding the first Bull Run disaster (July 22,
1861), and Austin Light.of Chicago, was appointed
Colonel.

Under his

direction the organization

completed, and the regiment

Camp

left

was

Mather,

Chicago, on the morning of Oct. 13, 1861. It participated in the battles of Winchester, Malvern
Hill (the second), Morris Island, Fort Wagner,

Drury's

Blufl",

and

in

numerous engagements

before Petersburg and Richmond, including the
capture of Fort Gregg, and was present at Lee's

surrender at Appomattox. In the meantime the
regiment re-enlisted as veterans, at Hilton Head,
It was mu.stered out
S. C. in September, 1863.
,

at Norfolk, Dec.

6.

1865,

and received

final dis-

charge at Chicago, December 16.
Fortieth Infantry. Enlisted from the counties of
Franklin, Hamilton, Wayne, White,
Wabash, Marion, Clay and Fayette, and mustered
into

service

August

10,

for

1861.

three
It

years at

was engaged

Springfield,

at Shiloh, in

the siege of Corinth, at Jackson (Miss.), in the
siege of Vicksburg, at Missionary Ridge, New
Hope Church, Black Jack Knob, Kenesaw Mountain. Atlanta, Jonesboro, Ezra Chapel, Griswoldville, siege of Savannah, Columbia (S. C),

and Benton vi lie.

It re-enlisted,

as veterans, at

Scottsboro, Ala., Jan.

1,

1864,

and was mustered

out at Louisville, July 24, 1865, receiving final
discharge at Springfield.

Forty-first Infantry. Organized at Decatur
during July and August, 1861, and was mustered
into service, August 5.
It was engaged at Fort
Donelson, Shiloh, the siege of Corinth, the second
battle of Corinth, the siege of Vicksburg and
Jackson, in the Red River campaign, at Guntowu,
Kenesaw Mountain and AUatoona, and participated in the "March to the Sea." It re-enlisted,
as veterans, March 17, 1864. at Vicksburg, and
was consolidated with the Fifty-third Infantry,
Jan. 4, 1865, forming Companies G and H.
Forty-second Infantry. Organized at Chicago, July 22, 1861 was engaged at Island No. 10,
the siege of Corinth, battles of Farmington,
Columbia (Tenn), was besieged at Nashville,
engaged at Stone River, in the TuUahoma campaign, at Chickamauga, Missionary Ridge, Rocky
Face Ridge, Resaca, Adairsville, New Hope
Church, Pine and Kenesaw Mountains, Peach
Tree Creek, Atlanta, Jonesboro, Lovejoy Station,
Spring Hill, Franklin and Nashville. It re;

enlisted, as veterans, Jan.

in

1,

1864;

was stationed
was mus-

Texas from July to December, 1865

;

tered out at Indianola, in that State, Dec. 16.
1865, and finally discharged, at Springfield, Jan.
12, 1866.

Forty-third Infantry.

Organized at SpringSeptember, 1861, and mustered into
12.
The regiment took part in
the battles of Fort Donelson, Shiloh and in the
field

in

service on Oct.

campaigns in West Tennessee, Mississippi and
Arkansas; was mustered out at Little Rock.
Nov. 30, 1865, and returned to Springfield for
final pay and discharge, Dec. 14, 1865.
Forty-fourth Infantry. Organized in August, 1861, at Chicago, and mustered into service,
was engaged at Pea Ridge,
Sept. 13, 1861
;

Perryville, Stone River, Hoover's Gap, Shelby-

Tullahoma, Chickamauga,
Missionary
Ridge, Buzzard's Roost, Rocky Face Ridge,
Adairsville, Dallas, New Hope Church, Kenesaw Mountain, Gulp's Farm, Chattahoochie
River, Peach Tree Creek, Atlanta, Jonesboro,
Franklin and Nashville. The regiment re-enlisted
as veterans in Tennessee, in January, 1864.
From June to September, 1865, it was stationed
in Louisiana and Texas, was mustered out at
Port Lavaca, Sept. 25, 1865, and received final
ville,

discharge, at Springfield, three weeks later.
Forty-fifth Infantry. Originally called
the "Washburne Lead Mine Regiment"; was
organized at Galena, July 33, 1861, and mustered
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into service at Cliicago, Dec. So,

18(il.

It

was

engaged at Fort Donelson.

Shiloli, tlie siege of
Corinth, battle of Jledan, the campaign against
Vicksburg, the Meridian raid, tlie Atlanta cam-

paign, the

"March

to the Sea,"

and the advance
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Donelson, Shiloh and Little Rock; took part in
the campaign against Meridian and in the Red

River expedition, being in

tlie

battle of Pleasant

Hill. Jan. 15, 1864; three-fourths of

the regiment

and were mustered in as veterans,
returning to Illinois on furlough. The nonre-enlisted

The regiment veteranized in January, 1864; was mustered out of service at Louisville, Ky., July 13, 1865, and arrived
in Chicago, July 15, 1865, for final pay and discharge. Distance marched in four years, 1.750

veterans took part in tlie battle of Tupelo. The
regiment participated in the battle of Nashville,
and was mustered out, Sept. 9, 1865, at Paducah,
Ky., and arrived at Springfield, Sept, 15, 1865,

miles.

for final

thi-ough the Carolinas.

FoETY-siXTH Infantry. Organized at Spring
Dec. 28, 1861 was engaged at Fort Donel-

field,

;

Shiloh, the siege of Corinth, battle of
Metamora, siege of Vicksburg (wliere five companies of the regiment were captured), in the
reduction of Spanish Fort and Fort Blakeley,
and the capture of Mobile. It was mustered in
as a veteran regiment, Jan. 4, 1864. From May,
1865, to January, 1866, it was on dutj' in Louisiana; was mustered out at Baton Rouge, Jan. 20.
1866, and, on Feb. 1, 18G6, finally paid and disson,

charged at Springfield.
Forty-seventh Infantry. Organized and
mustered into service at Peoria. 111., on August
The regiment took part in the expe16, 1861.
dition against New Madrid and Island No. 10;
also participated in the battles of Farmington,
luka, the second battle of Corinth, the capture
Jackson, tlie siege of Vicksburg, the Red
River expedition and the battle of Pleasant, HiH.
and in the sti-uggle at Lake Chicot. It was
ordered to Chicago to assi.st in quelling an anticiof

pated riot, in 1864, but, returning to the front,
took part in the reduction of Spanish Fort and
the capture of Mobile: was mustered out, Jan.
31, 1866, at Selma. Ala., and ordered to Springfield, where it received final pay and discharge.
Those members of the regiment who did not re-enli.st as veterans were mustered out, Oct. 11, 1864.
Forty-eighth Infantry. Organized at Springfield, September, 1861. and participated in battles
sieges as follows: Fort Henry and Fort
Donelson, Shiloh, Corinth (siege of), Vicksburg
(fir.st expedition against). Missionary Ridge, as
well as in the Atlanta campaign and the "March
The regiment re-enlisted as veterto the Sea."
ans, at Scottsboro. Ala., Jan. 1. 1864; was mustered out, August 15, 1865, at Little Rock, Ark.,

and

and ordered to Springfield for final discharge,
arriving, August 31, 1865. The distance marched
was 3,000 miles; moved by water, 5,000; by railroad, 3,450~total, 11,450.

Forty-ninth Infantry.
field,

111.,

Dee.

31,

1861;

Organized at Springat Fort

was engaged

payment and discharge.

Fiftieth Infantry. Organized at Quincy, in
August, 1861, and mustered into service, Sept. 12,
1861 was engaged at Fort Donelson, Shiloh, the
siege of Corinth, the second battle of Corinth,
Allatoona and Bentonville, besides many minor
engagements. Tlie regiment was mounted. Nov.
;

17, 1863; re-enlisted

as veterans, Jan.

1.

1864,

was

mustered out at Louisville, July 13, 1865, and
reached Springfield, the following day, for final
pay and discharge.
Fifty-first Infantry. Organized at Chicago. Dec. 24, 1861 was engaged at New Madrid,
Island No. 10, Farmington, the siege of Corinth,
Stone River, Chickamauga, Missionary Ridge,
Rocky Face Ridge. Resaca, Dallas, Kenesaw
Mountain, Peach Tree Creek, Atlanta, Jonesboro. Spring Hill, Franklin and Nashville.
The
regiment was mustered in as veterans. Feb. 16,
1864 from July to Sejitember, 1865, was on duty
in Texas, and mustered out. Sept. 25, 1865, at
;

;

Camp

Irwin, Texas, arriving at Springfield,

111.,

15. 1865, for final payment and discharge.
Fifty-second Infantry.
Organized at Geneva in November, 1861, and mustered into service. Nov. 19.
The regiment participated in the
following battles, sieges and expeditions Shiloh,
Corinth (siege and second battle of), luka, Town
Creek. Snake Creek Gap, Resaca, Lay's Ferry,
Rome Cross Roads, Dallas, Kene.saw Mountain,
Nickajack Creek, Decatur, Atlanta, Jonesboro
and Bentonville. It veteranized, Jan. 9. 1864;
was mustered out at Louisville, July 4, 1865,
and received final payment and discharge at

Oct.

:

Springfield, July 12.

Organized at Ottawa
and ordered to Chicago,

Fifty-third Infantry.
in the winter of 1861-62,

Feb. 27, 1862, to complete

its

organization.

It

took part in the siege of Corinth, and was engaged
at Davis" Bridge, the siege of Vicksburg, in the
Meridian campaign, at Jackson, the siege of
Atlanta, the "March to the Sea." the capture of
Savannah and the campaign in the Carolinas,
including the battle of Bentonville. The regiment was mastered out of service at Louisville,

;
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and received final discharge, at
Chicago, July 38. It marched 3,855 miles, and
was transported by boat and cars, 4,168 miles.
Over 1,800 oflScers and men belonged to the regiment during its term of service.
Fifty-fourth Infantry. Organized at Anna,
in November, 18G1, as a part of the "Kentucky
Brigade," and was mustered into service, Feb.
July

33,

1865,

No complete history of the regiment
be given, owing to the loss of its official
It served mainly in Kentucky, Tennessee, Mississippi and Arkansas, and alwaj's effectively.
Threefomths of the men re-enlisted as
veterans, in January, 1864. Six companies were
captured by the rebel General Slielby, in August,
1864, and were exchanged, the following December. The regiment was mustered out at
Little Rock, Oct. 15, 1865; arrived at Springfield,
1803.

18,

can

records.

and was discharged. During its organihad 1,343 enlisted men and
commissioned officers.
Fifty-fifth Infantry. Organized at Chicago, and mustered into service, Oct. 31, 1861.
The regiment originally formed a part of the
"Douglas Brigade," being chiefly recruited from

Oct. 36,

zation, the regiment

71

farmers of Fulton, McDonough,
De Kalb, Kane and Winnebago
Counties. It participated in the battles of Shiloh
and Corinth, and in the Tallahatchie campaign;
in the battles of Chickasaw Bayou, Arkansas
Post, around Vicksburg, and at Missionary Ridge
was in the Atlanta campaign, notably in tlie
In
battles of Kenesaw Mountain and Jonesboro.

the

young

Grundy, La

all, it

Salle,

was engaged

138 days under

amounted

and was
The total mileage traveled
which 3,240 miles were

in thirty-one battles,

fire.

to 11,965, of

actually marched.

Re-enlisted as veterans, while

at Larkinsville, Tenn.,was mustered out at Little
Rock, August 14, 1865, receiving final discharge

same month.
Fifty-sixth Infantry. Organized with com-

at Chicago, the

panies principally enlisted from the counties of
Massac, Pope, Gallatin. Saline, White, Hamilton,

Franklin and Wayne, and mustered in at Camp
Mather, near Shawneetown. The regiment parin the siege, and second battle, of
Corinth, the Yazoo expedition, the siege of
Vicksburg being engaged at Champion Hills,
and in numerous assaults also took part in the

ticipated

—

;

battles of Missionary Ridge

and Resaca, and in

the campaign in the Carolinas, including the
battle of Bentonville. Some 300 members of the
regiment perished in a wreck off Cape Hatteras,
March 31, 1865. It was mustered out in Arkansas,

August

13, 1865.

Fifty-seventh Infantry. Mustered into service,

Dec.

36, 1861,

at Chicago; took part in the

and Shiloh, the siege of
was
engaged at Resaca, Rome Cross Roads and
AUatoona; participated in the investment and
capture of Savannah, and the campaign through
the Carolinas, including the battle of Bentonville.
It was mustered out at Louisville, July 7,
1865, and received final discharge at Chicago,
July 14.
Fifty-eighth Infantry. Recruited at Chibattles of Fort Donelson

Corinth, and the second battle at that point

;

also

cago, Feb.

11, 1863;

participated in the battles of

Fort Donelson and Shiloh, a large number of the
regiment being captured during the latter engagement, but subsequently exchanged. It took pait
in the siege of Corinth and the battle of luka,
after which detachments were sent to SpringfieM
for recruiting and
for guarding prisoners.
Returning to the front, the regiment was engaged
in the capture of Meridian, the Red River campaign, the taking of Fort de Russey, and in many
minor battles in Louisiana. It was mustered out
at Montgomery, Ala., April 1. 1866, and ordered
to Springfield

for final

payment and

discharge.

Fifty-ninth Infantry. Originally known as
the Ninth Missouri Infantry, although wholly
recruited in Illinois.
It was organized at St.
Louis, Sept. 18, 1861, the name being changed to
the Fifty-ninth Illinois, Feb. 13, 1863, by order of
tlie

War

Department.

It

was engaged

at

Pea

Ridge, formed part of the reserve at Farmington,
took part at Perryville, Nolansville. Knob Gap
and Murfreesboro, in the Tullahoma campaign
and the siege of C'liattanooga, in the battles of
Missionary Ridge. Resaca, Adairsville, Kingston,

Ackworth, Pine Top, Kenesaw Mountain,
Atlanta, Spring Hill, Franklin and
NashviUe. Having re-enlisted as veterans, the
regiment was ordered to Texas, in June, 1865,
Dallas,

Smj'rna,

where

it

receiving

was mustered
its final

out,

December,

1865.

discharge at Springfield.

Sixtieth Infantry, Organized at Anna, 111.,
Feb. 17, 1862; took part in the siege of Corinth
and was besieged at Nashville. The regiment
re-enlisted as veterans while at the front, in
January, 1864; participated in the battles of
Ringgold,
Dalton, Resaca,
Buzzard's Roost,
Rome, Dallas, New Hope Church, Kenesaw
Mountain, Nickajack, Peach Tree Creek, Atlanta.
Jonesboro, Averysboro and Bentonville; was
mustered out at Louisville, July 31, 1865. and
received final discharge at Springfield.

Sixty-first Infantry. Organized at Carroll111., three full companies being mustered

ton,
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On February 21, the regiment,
being still incomplete, moved to Benton Barracks, JIo., wliere a sufficient number of recruits
joined to make nine full companies. The regiment
in,

Feb.

1863.

5,

was engaged at Shiloh and
in the Yazoo expedition, and

Bolivar,

took part

re-enlisted as veter-

ans early in 1864. Later, it took part in the battle
of Wilkinson's Pike (near Murfreesboro), and
other engagements near that point was mustered
out at Nashville, Tenn., Sept. 8, 1865, and paid
off
and discharged at Springfield, Septem;

ber

27.

Sixty-second Infantry.

Organized at Anna,
April 10, 1862; after being engaged in several
skirmishes, the regiment sustained a loss of 170
men, who were captured and paroled at Holly
Springs, Miss., by the rebel General Van Dorn,
111.,

where the regimental records were destroyed.
The regiment took part in forcing the evatmation
of Little Rock re-enlisted, as veterans, Jan. 9,
1864 was mustered out at Little Rock, March 6,
1866, and ordered to Springfield for final payment
and discharge.
Sixty-third Infantry. Organized at Anna,
in December, 1861, and mustered into service,
;

;

April

10, 1S62.

ment

of

Hill, La.,

On

Jan.

It participated in the first investVicksburg, tlie capture of Richmond
and in the battle of Missionary Ridge.

1,

1864, 272

men

re-enlisted as veterans.

It took part in the capture of Savannah and in
Sherman's march through the Carolinas. participating in its important battles and skirmishes;
was mustered out at Louisville, July 13, ISe.'j,

reaching Springfield, July
traveled

was

6,453 miles,

The total distance
of which 2,2.50 was on
16.

in tlie

Sea."

Atlanta campaign and the 'March to the
It was engaged in battles at Columbia

(Tenn.), Franklin

and Nashville, and

later

ni*ar

Federal Point and Smithtown, N. C, being mus
tared out, July 13, 1865, and receiving final payment and discharge at Chic^ago, July 26, 1865.
Sixty-sixth Infantry. Organized at Benton
Barracks, near St. Louis, Mo., during September
1861 being designed as a regiment

and October,

—

of "'Western Sharp Shooters" from Illinois, Mis-

Wisconsin, Iowa, Slinnesota, Indiana and
Ohio. It was mustered in, Nov. 23, 18G1, was
engaged at Mount Ziou (Mo.), Fort Donelson,
Shiloh, the siege of Corinth, luka, the second
battle of Corinth, in the Atlanta campaign, the
"March to tlie Sea" and the campaign through
the Carolinas. The regiment was variously
known as the Fourteentli Missouri 'Volunteers,
Birge's Western Sharpsliooters, and the Sixtysixth Illinois Infantry. Tlie latter (and final)
name was conferred by the Secretary of War,
Nov. 20, 1862. It re-enlisted (for the veteran
service), in December, 1863. was mustered out at
Camp Logan. Ky., July 7, 1865, and paid off and
discharged at Springfield, July 15.
SixTY-SEYENTH INFANTRY. Organized at Chicago, June 13, 1862, for three months' service, in
response to an urgent call for the defense of
Washington. The Sixty -seventh, by doing guard
duty at the camps at Chicago and Springfield,
relieved the veterans, who were sent to the front.
souri,

to

Sixty-eighth Infantry. Enlisted in respon.se
a call made by the Governor, early in the sum-

mer of
months

1862, for State troops to serve for three

and was mustered in
was afterwards niu.stered

as State Militia,

the march.

early in June, 1862.

Sixty-fourth Infantry. Organized at Springfield, December, 1861, as the "First Battalion of
Yates Sharp Shooters." The last company was
mustered in, Dec. 31, 1861. The regiment was
engaged at New Madrid, the siege of Corinth,
Chambers' Creek, the second battle of Corinth,

into the United States .service as Illinois 'Volun-

Resaca, Dallas, Kenesaw Mountain, Decatur, the
siege of Atlanta, the investment of Savannah and
the battle of Benton ville; re-enlisted as veterans,
in January, 1864 was mustered out at Louisville,
July 11, 1865, and finally discharged, at Chicago,
July 18.
Sixty-fifth Infantry. Originally known as
the "Scotch Regiment"; was organized at ChiIt was capcago, and mustered in. May 1, 1862.
tured and paroled at Harper's Feny, and ordered
to Chicago was exchanged in April, 1863 took
part in Burnside's defense of Knoxville; re-enlisted as veterans in March, 1864, and participated
;

;

;

It

by petition of the men, and received
marching orders, July 5, 1863: mustered out, at
teers,

Springfield, Sept. 26, 1862

— many of

the

men

re-

enlisting in other regiments.

Sixty-nlnth Inf.vntry. Organized at Camp
Douglas, Chicago, and mustered into service for
three months, June 14, 1862.
It remained on
duty at Camp Douglas, guarding the camp and
rebel prisoners.

Seventieth Infantry. Organized at Camp
and mustered in, July 4,
It remained at Camp Butler doing guard
duty. Its term of service was three months.
Seventy-first Infantry. Mustered into servButler, near Springfield,
1863.

ice,

July

26, 1862, at

nois

Chicago, for three months.

was confined to garrison duty in Illiand Kentucky, being mustered out at Chi-

Its service

cago, Oct. 29, 1862.
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Seventy-second Infantry. Organized at Chicago, as the First Regiment of the Chicago Board
of Trade, and mustered into service for three
years, August 33, 1863.
It was engaged at Champion Hill, Vicksburg. Natchez, Franklin, Nashville, Spanish Fort and Fort Blakely; mustered
out of service, at Vicksburg, August 6, 1865, and
discharged at Chicago.
Seventy-third Infantry. Recruited from
the counties of Adams, Champaign, Christian,
Hancock, Jackson, Logan, Piatt, Pike, Sangamon, Tazewell and Vermilion, and mustered into
.service at Springfield,
It

August

31, 1863,

participated in the battles of

900 strong.

Stone River,

Chickamauga, Missionary Ridge,
Resaca, Adairsville, Burnt Hickory, Pine and
Perryville,

New Hope

Church, Kenesaw
Mountain, Peach Tree Creek. Spring Hill, Franklin and Nashville was mustered out at Nashville,
June 13, 1865, and, a few days later, went to
Springfield to receive pay and final discharge.
Seventy-fourth Infantry. Organized at
Rockford, in August. 1863, and mustered into
Lost Moimtains,

;

It was recruited from Win4.
nebago, Ogle and Stephenson Counties. This regiment was engaged at Perryville, Murfreesboro
and Nolansville, took part in the Tullahoma
campaign, and the battles of Missionary Ridge,

service September

Resaca, Adairsville, Dallas,

Tunnel

Hill,

Kenesaw Mountain,

and Rocky Face Ridge, the

siege of

Atlanta, and the battles of Spring Hill, Franklin

and Nashville. It was mustered out at Nashville.
June 10, 1865, with 343 ofiicers and men, the
aggregate number enrolled having been 1.001.
Seventy-fifth
Infantry.
Organized
at
Dixon, and mustered into service, Sept. 3, 1863.
The regiment participated in the battles of Perryville, Nolansville, Stone River, Lookout Mountain.
Dalton, Resaca, Marietta, Kenesaw, Franklin and
Nashville; was mustered out at Nashville, June
13, 1865, and finally discharged at Chicago, July
1.

following.

Seventy'-sixth Infantry. Organized at Kan111., in August, 1863, and mustered into the
service, August 33, 1863 took part in the siege of
Vicksburg, the engagement at Jackson, the campaign against Meridian, the expedition to Yazoo
City, and the capture of Mobile, was ordered to
Texas in June, 1865, and mustered out at Galveston, July 33, 1865, being paid off and disbanded
at Chicago, August 4, 1865 having traveled
kakee,

;

—

10,000 miles.

Seventy-seventh Infantry.

Organized and
mustered into service, Sept. 3, 1863, at Peoria;
was engaged in the battles of Chickasaw Bayou.

Arkansas Post, the siege of Vicksburg (including
the battle of Champion Hills), the capture of
Jackson, the Red River expedition, and the battles of Sabine Cross Roads and Pleasant Hill the
reduction of Forts Gaines and Morgan, and the
capture of Spanish Fort, Fort Blakely and Mobile.
It was mustered out of service at Mobile, July
10, 1865, and ordered to Springfield for final payment and discharge, where it arrived, July 33, 1865,
having participated in sixteen battles and sieges.
Seventy-eighth Infantry-.
Organized at
Quincy, and mustered into service, Sept. 1, 1863;
participated in the battles of Chickamauga, Missionary Ridge, Buzzard's Roost, Resaca, Rome,
;

New Hope

Church, Kenesaw Mountain, Peach
Tree Creek, Atlanta, Jonesboro, Averysboro and
Bentonville; was mustered out, Jime 7, 1865, and
sent to Chicago, where it was paid off and discharged, June

13, 1865.

Seventy-ninth Infantry. Organized at Matand mustered into service,
August 38, 1863; participated in the battles of
Stone River, Liberty Gap, Chickamauga, Missionary Ridge, Rocky Face Ridge, Resaca, Kenesaw Mountain, Dallas, Peach Tree Creek, Atlanta,
Jonesboro, Lovejoy, Franklin and Nashville was
mustered out. June 13, 1865; arrived at Camp
Butler, June 15, and, on June 33, received final
pay and discharge.
Eightieth Infantry. Organized at Centralia,
111., in August, 1863, and mustered into service,
August 35, 1863. It was engaged at Perryville,
Dug's Gap, Sand Mountain and Bhint's Farm,
toon, in August, 1863,

;

surrendering to Forrest at the latter point. After
being exchanged, it participated in the battles of
Wauhatchie, Missionary Ridge, Dalton, Resaca,
Adairsville, Cassville, Dallas, Pine Moimtain,
Kenesaw Moimtain, Marietta, Peach Tree Creek,
Atlanta, Jonesboro, Lovejoy Station and NashThe regiment traveled 6,000 miles and
ville.
participated in more than twenty engagements.
It was mustered out of service, June 10, 1865, and
proceeded to Camp Butler for final pay and
discharge.

Eighty-first Infantry. Recruited from the
counties of Perry, Franklin, Williamson, Jack-

and Alexander, and mustered
Anna. August 36, 1863. It partici-

son, Union, Pulaski

into service at

pated in the battles of Port Gibson, Raymond,
Jackson, Champion Hill, Black River Bridge, and
Later,
in the siege and capture of Vicksburg.
the regiment was engaged at Fort de Russey,
Alexandria, Guntown and Nashville, besides
It was
assisting in the investment of Mobile.
mustered out at Chicago, August 5, 1864.
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Eighty-second Ixfa.vtry. Sometimes cjiUeU
tlie '"Second Hecker Regiment.
in honor of Colonel Frederick Hecker, its first Colonel, and for
nierly Colonel of the Twenty-fourth Illinois
Infantry being chiefly composed of German
members of Chicago. It was organized at Springfield, Sept. 26. 1862, and mustered into service.
"

—

Oct.

1862: participated in the battles of
33,
Fredericksburg, Gettysburg, 'Wauhatchie, OrKnob, Missionary Ridge, Resaca, New-

cliard

Hope Church,

Dallas, Marietta, Pine Mountain,
Peach Tree Creek, Atlanta and Bentonville; was
mustered out of service, June 9, 186.5. and
returned to Chicago, June 16 having marched,
during its time of service, ^..'jO.S miles.
Eighty-third Infantry. Organized at Monmouth in August, 1862, and mustered into serv-

—

ice,

August

21.

It

participated in repelling the

rebel attack on Fort Donelson, and in

numerous

hard-fought skirmishes in Tennessee, but was
chiefly engaged in the jierformance of heavy
guard duty and in protecting lines of communication.
The regiment was mustered out at Nashville, June 26, 186.5, and finally paid off and
discharged at Chicago, July 4, following.
Eighty-fourth Infantry-.
Organized at
Quincy. in August, 1863, and mustered into servThe
ice, Sept. 1, 1862, with 939 men and officers.
regiment was authorized to inscribe ujion its
battle-flag the names of Perryville, Stone River,
Woodbury, Chickamauga, Lookout Mountain,
Missionary Ridge, Ringgold, Dalton, Buzzard's
Roost, Resaca, Burnt Hickory, Kenesaw Sloun-

Smyrna, Atlanta, Jonesboro, Lovejoy Staand Nashville. It was mustered
June 8, 186.5.
Eighty-fifth Infantry. Organized at Peoria,
about Sept. 1, 1862, and ordered to Louisville. It
tain,

tion, Franklin,

out,

men

11,

Eighty-seventh Infantry. Enlisted in Au1862; was composed of companies from

gust,

Hamilton, Edwards, Wayne and White Counties;
was organized in the latter part of August, 1862.
at Shawneetown; mustered in, Oct. 3, 1862, the
muster to take effect from August 2. It took
part in the siege and capture of Warrenton and
Jacksion, and in the entire campaign through
Louisiana and Southern Mississippi, participating
in the battle of Sabine Cross Roads and in numerous skirmishes among the bayous, being mustered
out, June 16, 186.5. and ordered to Springfield,

where it arrived, June 24, 186.5, and was paid off
and disbanded at Camp Butler, on July 2.
Eighty-eighth Infantry-. Organized at Chicago, in September, 1862, and known as the
"Second Board of Trade Regiment." It was
mustered in, Sept. 4, 1862 was engaged at Perry%-ille.
Stone River, Chickamauga, Missionary
Ridge, Rocky Face Ridge, Resaca, Adairsville,
;

New Hope

Church, Pine Mountain, Mud Creek,
Mountain, Smyrna Camp Ground,

Kenesaw

Jonesboro, Lovejoy Station, Franklin
and Nashville; was mustered out, June 9, 1865,
at Nashville, Tenn., and arrived at Chicago.
Atlanta,

June

13,

186.5,

discharge,

where

June

and Nashville; was mustered

out at Washington, D. C, June 5, 186.5, and
sent to Springfield, where the regiment was
paid off and discharged on the 20th of the same

at Chicago, Sept.

in the battles of Perryville, Cliickamauga, Missionary Ridge, Buzzard's Roost. Resaca. Rome,
Dallas, Kenesaw, Peach Tree Creek, Jonesboro,
Averysboro and Bentonville; was mustered out
on June 6, 186.5, at Washington, D. C, arriving

received final pay and

;

at Chicago

month.
Eighty-sixth Infantry-. Mu.stered into service, August 27, 1862, at Peoria, at which time it
numbered 923 men, rank and file. It took part

it

22, 1865.

E1GHTY--NINTH Infantry-. Called the "Railroad Regiment" was organized by the railroad
companies of Illinois, at Chicago, in August,
1862, and mustered into service on the 27th of
that month. It fought at Stone River, Chickamauga, Missionary Ridge, Knoxville. Re.saca.
Rocky Face Ridge, Pickett's Mills, Kenesaw
Mountain, Peach Tree Creek, Atlanta, Jonesboro,
Lovejoy's Station, Spring Hill. Columbia, Frank-

took part in the battles of Perryville, Stone River,
Knoxville, Dalton, Rocky-Face
Ridge, Resaca, Rome, Dallas, Kenesaw, Peach
Tree Creek, Atlanta, Jonesboro, Savannah, Bentonville, Goldsboro and Raleigh; was mustered

Chickamauga,

561

at Chicago, where, ten days later, the
received their pay and final discharge.

on June

lin

1865, in

the

field

June

out.

near Nashville, Tenn.

;

10.

arrived

two days later, and was finally discharged, June 24, after a service of two years,
nine months and twenty -seven days.
Ninetieth Infantry.
7,

1863

;

Mustered into service
participated in the siege

and the campaign against Jackson,
and was engaged at Missionary Ridge. Resaca,
of Vicksburg

New Hope Church, Big Shanty, Kenesaw
Mountain, Marietta, Nickajack Creek. Ro.sswell.
Atlanta, Jonesboro and Fort McAllister. After
the review at Washington, the regiment was
mustered out, June 6, and returned to Chicago,
Dallas,

June

9,

1865,

where

it

was

N1NF.TY--FIRST Infantry.
Butler, near

finally discharged.

Organized at

Springfield, in Augu.st,

Camp

1862,

and.

;
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mustered in on Sept. 8, 1863 participated in the
campaigns against Vicksburg and New Orleans,
and all along the southwestern frontier in
Louisiana and Texas, as well as in the investiture
and capture of Mobile. It was mustered out at
Mobile, July 12, 1865, starting for home the same
day, and being finally paid oflf and discharged on
July 28, following.
Ninety-second Infantry (Mounted). Organized and mustered into service, Sept. 4, 1.S62,
being recruited from Ogle, Stephenson and CarDuring its term of service, the
roll Counties.
Ninety-second was in more than sixty battles and
skirmishes, including Ringgold, Chickamauga,
and the numerous engagements on the "March
to the Sea," and during the pursuit of Johnston
through the Carolinas. It was mustered out at
Concord, N. C, and paid and dist^harged from the
;

service at Chicago, July

10, 1865.

Ninety-third Infantry,

Organized at Chi-

cago, in September, 1863, and mustered in, Oct.
It participated in the movements
18, 998 strong.

against Jackson and Vicksburg, and was engaged
at Champion Hills and at Fort Fisher also was
;

engaged

in

the

battles

of

Missionary Ridge,

Resaoa, and many minor engagements,
following Sherman in his campaign though the
Mustered out of service, June 23,
Carolinas.
1865, and, on the 25th, arrived at Chicago, receivDallas,

ing final payment and discharge, July 7, 1865, the
regiment having marched 3,554 miles, traveled
by water, 3,396 miles, and, by railroad, 1,237
miles

— total,

6,087 miles.

Infantry.
Organized
Ninety-fourth
at
Bloomington in August, 1863, and enlisted wholly
After some warm experi
in McLean County.
ence in Southwest Missouri, the regiment took
part in the siege and capture of Vicksburg, and
was. later, actively engaged in the campaigns in
Louisiana and Texas. It participated in the capture of Mobile, leading the final assault. After
several months of garrison duty, the regiment was
mustered out at Galveston, Texas, on July 17,

reaching Bloomington on August 9, followhaving served just three years, marched 1,200
traveled by railroad 610 miles, and, by
steamer, 6,000 miles, and taken part in nine battles, sieges and skirmishes.
Ninety-fifth Infantry. Organized at Rockford and mustered into service, Sept. 4, 1862. It
was recruited from the counties of McHenry and
Boone three companies from the latter and
seven from the. former. It took part in the campaigns in Northern Mississippi and against Vicksburg, in the Red River expedition, the campaigns
1865,

ing,

miles,

—

against Price in Missouri and Arkansas, against
Mobile and around Atlanta. Among the battles
in which the regiment was engaged were those
of the Tallahatchie River, Grand Gulf, Raymond,

Champion

Fort de Russey, Old River,
Mansura, Yellow Bayou, Guntown,

Hills,

Cloutierville,

Nashville, Spanish Fort, Fort Blakely,

Kenesaw

Mountain, Chattahoochie River, Atlanta, Ezra
Church, Jonesboro, Lovejoy Station and Nash-

The distance traveled by the regiment,
while in the service, was 9,960 miles. It was
ville.

transferred to the Forty-seventh Illinois Infantry,

August

25, 1865.

Ninety-sixth Infantry. Recruited dm-ing
the months of July and August, 1862, and mustered into service, as a regiment, Sept. 6, 1862.
The battles engaged in included Fort Donelson,
Spring Hill, Franklin, Triune, Liberty Gap,
Shelbyville, Chickamauga, Wauliatchie, Lookout
Mountain, Buzzard's Roost, Rocky Face Ridge,
Resaca, Kingston, New Hope Church, Dallas,
Pine Mountain, Kenesaw Mountain, Smyrna
Camp Ground, Peach Tree Creek, Atlanta, Rough
and Ready, Jonesboro, Lovejoy's Station, Franklin and Nashville.
Its date of final pay and discharge was June 30. 1865.
Ninety-seventh Infantry.
Organized in
August and September, 1863, and mustered in on
Sept. 16 participated in the battles of Chickasaw
Bluffs, Arkansas Post, Port Gibson, Champion
Hills, Black River, Vicksburg, Jackson
and
Mobile. On July 29, 1865, it was mustered out
and proceeded homeward, reaching Springfield,
August 10, after an absence of three years, less a
;

few daj's.
Ninety-eighth Infantry. Organized at CenSeptember, 1863, and mustered in, Sept. 3
took part in engagements at Chickamauga, McMinnville, Farmington and Selma, besides many
others of less note. It was mustered out, June
tralia,

27, 1865, the recruits being transferred to the
Illinois Volunteers.
The regiment
arrived at Springfield, June 30, and received final
payment and discharge, July 7, 1865.

Sixty-first

Ninety-ninth Infantry. Organized in Pike
County and mustered in at Florence, August 33,
1862; participated in the following battles and
skirmishes: Beaver Creek, Hartsville, Magnolia
Hills, Raymond, Champion Hills, Black River,
Vicksburg, Jackson, Fort Esperanza, Grand
Coteau, Fish River, Spanish Fort and Blakely:
days under fire, 63; miles traveled, 5,900; men
killed in battle, 38; men died of wounds and
disease, 149;

men

men

discharged for disability, 137:

deserted, 35;

oflBcers

killed

in battle. 3;

I

IIISToliU

AL

-l>.
The re);iwas mustered out at Baton Rouge, July :!1,
and paid off and discharged, August

officers (lied. 3; officers resigneil,

inent
1865,

'.i,

following.

One Hundredth

Ixfaxtrv. Oigaiiized at
Joliet, in August, 1863, and mustered in. Augu.st
30.
The entire regiment was recruited in Will
County. It was engaged at Banlstown, Stone
River. Lookout Mountain, Missionary Ridge, and
JS^ashville; was mustered out of service. June 13,
1865, at Nashville. Tenn.. and arrived at Chicago,
June 15, where it received tinal payment and
discharge.

One HlXDRED and First

Ixka.stuy.

Organ-

ized at Jacksonville during the latter i)art of the

mouth of August,
was mustered in.

1863. and.
It

on

Sei)t.

3.

ls()3,

participated in the battles

of Wauhatchie, Chattanooga. Re.saca,

OF

i:.N(V( iJil'HDIA

New Hope

ton. D.

ILLINOl,^

C. June

6.

1865,

56:5

and. a few days later,

received final discharge at Chicago.

One Hundred and Fifth Infantry.

Mus

tered into service. Sept. 3. 1863. at Dixon, and
participated in the Atlanta campaign, being

engaged

at

Atlanta,

and

Peach

Res;ica.

almost

also took part in the

Tree

(constantly

"March

to the

Creek and
skirmishing,

Sea" and the

campaign in the Carolinas. including the siege of
Savannah and the battles of Averysboro and
It was miLstered out at WashingBentonville.
ton. D. C, June 7, 1865, and paid off and discharged at Chicago, June 17.
One Hundred and Sixth Infantry. Mustered into service at Lincoln. Sept. 18, 1863.
eight of the ten companies having l)een recruited
in Logan County, the other two being from San-

gamon and Menard

Counties.

It

aided in the

Church, Kenesaw and Pine Mountains, Peach
Tree Creek, Atlanta, Averysboroaiid Bentonville.
On Dec. 30, 1863, five companies were captured
at Holly Springs, Miss., paroled and sent to
Jefferson Barracks, Mo., and formally exchanged
in June. 1863.
On the Tth of June, ISC'), it was
mustered out. and started for Springfield, where,
on tlie 31st of June, it was paid off and disbandeil.
OxE HfXDRED AXD SECOND IXFANTRY. Organized at Knoxville. in August. 1863, and mustered
It was engaged at Re.saca,
in, September 1 and 3.
Camp Creek. Burnt Hickory. Big Shanty. Peach
Tree Creek and Averysboro; mustered out of
service June 6. 1865, and started home, arriving
at Chicago on the 9th. and. June 14. received
final payment and discharge.
OxE Hundred and Third Ixfaxtuv. Recruited wholly in Fulton County, and mustered

defense of Jackson. Tenn.. where Company "C"
was captured and paroled, being exchanged in
the summer of 1863; took part in the siege of

It took part in
into the service. Oct. 3. 1863.
the Grierson raid, the sieges of Vick.sburg. Jackthe battle.s of
Savannah,
and
and
.son, Atlanta
Missionary Ridge. Buzzard's Roost. Resaca. Dal-

final

Uriswoldsville: was

Vicksburg, the Yazoo expedition, the capture of
Little Rock, the battle of Clarendon, and performed service at various points in Arkansas. It
was mustered out. July 13. 1865. at Pine Bluff,
Ark., and arrived at Springfield, July 34, 1865,
where it received final payment and dis<;liarge

One Hundred .vnd Seventh Infantry. Mu.stered into service at Springfield, Sept. 4, 1863;
was composed of six companies from DeWitt and
It w;is
four companies from Piatt County.
engaged at Campbell's Station. Dandridge.
Rocky-Face Ridge, Resaca, Kenesaw Mountain,
-Vtlanta, Spring Hill, Franklin, Nashville and
Fort Anderson, and nmstered out, June 31, 1865,

at

C. reaching Springfield,
payment and discharge, July 3, 1865.

Salisbury, N.

OxE Hundred and Eighth Infantry.
ized at Peoria,
38, 1863

;

and mustered into

took part in the

first

service,

for

Organ-

August

expedition against

also

Vicksburg and in the battles of Arkansas Post
(Fort Hindman). Port (Jibson ami Champion

enlisted.

Hills; in the capture of Vicksburg, the battle of
(funtown, the reiluction of Spanish Fort, and the
capture of Jlobile. It was mustered out at Vicksburg. August 5, 1865, and received final discharge
at Chicago. August 11.

las,

Kenesaw Mountain and

in the campaign through the Carolinas.
The regiment was mu.stered out at Louisville,
June 21, and received final discharge at ChiThe original strength of
cago. July 9. 1865.
the regiment was 808. and 84 recruits wen-

One Hundred and Fourth Infantry. Organized at Ottawa, in August.
almost entirely of La Salle

and composed
County men. The

1><63,

regiment was engaged in the battles of Hartsville, Chickamauga, Lookout Mountain, Missionary Ridge, Resaca. Peach Tree Creek. Utoy
Creek, Jonesboro and Bentonville, besides many
severe skirmishes was mustered out at Washing;

One Hundred and Ninth Infantry. ReUnion and Pulaski Counties and
mustered into the .service, Sept. 11, 1863. Owing
to its numlier being greatly reduced, it was consolidated with the Eleventh Infantry in April,
cruited from

1863.

(See Eleventh Infantry.)

One Hundred and Tenth Infantry. OrganAnna and mustered in, Sept. 11, 1863; w.is

ized at
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engaged at Stone Ei^er, Woodbury, and in
numerous skirmishes in Kentucky and Tennessee.
In May, 1863, the regiment was consolidated, its

numbers Iiaving
(|uently

it

lieen greatly reduced.

Subse-

participated in the battles of Chicka-

mauga and Missionary

Ridge, the battles around
Atlanta and the campaign tlirough the Carolinas,
being present at Johnston's surrender. The regiat Washington, D. C,
and received final discharge at
Chicago, June 15. The enlisted men whose term

ment was mustered out
June

5,

'

1865,

of Price tlirough Missouri, the battle of Nashville, and the capture of Mobile.
It was mustered
out at Vicksburg, August 3, 1865, receiving final
payment and discharge at Springfield. August 15,
1865.

One Hundred and Fifteenth Infantry.
Ordered to the front from Springfield, Oct. 4,
1862 was engaged at Chickamauga, Chattanooga,
Missionary Ridge, Tunnel Hill, Resaca and in all
the principal battles of the Atlanta campaign,
;

of service had not expired at date of muster-out,
were consolidated into four companies and trans-

and in the defense of Nashville and pursuit of
Hood; was mustered out of service, June 11,
1865, and received final pay and discharge, June

ferred to the Si.xtieth Illinois Veteran Volunteer

23, 1865, at Springfield.

Infantry.

One Hundred and Sixteenth Infantry.
Recruited almost wliolly from Macon County,
numbering 980 officers and men when it started
from Decatur for tlie front on Nov. 8, 1862. It
particijiated in the battles of Chickasaw Bayou,
Arkansas Post, Champion Hills, Black River
Bridge, Missionary Ridge, Resaca, Dallas, Big
Shanty, Kenesaw Mountain, Stone Mountain,
Atlanta, Fort McAllister and Bentonville, and
was mustered out, June 7, 1865, near Washington,

One Hundred and Eleventh Infantry.

Recruited from Marion, Clay, Washington, Clinton
and Wayne Counties, and mustered into the servThe regiment aided
ice at Salem, Sept. 18, 1862.
in the capture of Decatur, Ala. took part in the
Atlanta campaign, being engaged at Resaca,
Dallas, Kenesaw, Atlanta and Jonesboro participated in the "March to the Sea" and the campaign in the Carolinas, taking part in the battles
;

;

of Fort McAllister

and Bentonville.

It

was mus-

tered out at Washington, D. C, June 7, 1865,
receiving final discharge at Springfield, June 37,

having traveled 3,736 miles, of which 1,836 was
on the march.
One Hundred and Twelfth Infantry. Mustered into service at Peoria, Sept. 30 and 23,
1863 participated in the campaign in East Tennessee, under Burnside, and in that against
;

was also engaged in
the battles of Columbia, Franklin and Nashville,
and the capture of Fort Anderson and Wilmington.
It was mustered out at Goldsboro, N. C,
June 30, 1865, and finally discharged at Chicago,
Atlanta, under Sherman;

July

7,

1865.

One Hundred and Thirteenth Infantry.
Camp Hancock (near Chicago) for the front,
Nov. 6, 1863; was engaged in the Tallahatchie
Left

expedition, participated in the battle of Chickasaw Bayou, and was sent North to guard prisonand recruit. The regiment also took part in

ers

the siege and capture of Vicksburg, was mustered
June 20, 1865, and finally discharged at Chi-

out,

cago, five days later.
One Hundred and Fourteenth Infantry.
Organized in July and August, 1863, and mustered
in at Springfield, Sept. 18, being recruited from
The regiCass. Menard and Sangamon Counties.
ment participated in the battle of Jackson (Miss. ),
the siege and capture of Vicksburg, and in the
battles of Guntown and Harrisville, the pursuit

D. C.

One Hundred and Seventeenth Infantry.
Organized at Springfield, and mustered in, Sept.
19, 1862; jmrticipated in the Meridian campaign,
the Red River expedition (assisting in the capture of Fort de Russey), and in the battles of
Pleasant Hill, Yellow Bayou, Tupelo, Franklin.
It
Nashville, Spanish Fort and Fort Blakely.
was mustered out at Springfield, August 5, 1865,
having traveled 9,276 miles, 2,307 of which were
marched.
One Hundred and Eighteenth Infantry.
Organized and mustered into the service at
Springfield, Nov. 7, 1862; was engaged at Chicka.saw Bluffs. Arkansas Post, Port Gibson, Champion Hills, Black River Bridge, Jackson (Miss.),
Grand Coteau, Jackson (La. ), and Amite River.
The regiment was mounted, Oct. 11, 1863, and
dismounted. May 22, 1865. Oct. 1, 1865, it was
mustered out, and finally discharged, Oct. 13.
At the date of the muster-in, the regiment numbered 820 men and officers, received 383 recruits,
making a total of 1,103; at muster-out it numbered 523. Distance marched, 2,000 miles; total
distance traveled, 5,700 miles.

One Hundred and Nineteenth Infantry.
Organized at Quincy, in September, 1863, and
was mustered into the United States service,
October 10 was engaged in the Red River campaign and in the battles of Shreveport, Yellow
Bayou, Tupelo, Nashville, Spanish Fort and Fort
;
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Blakely.
Mobile,

Its

final

August

26,

muster-out

auU

1865,

took
its

place

at

discharKe at

Springfield.

One Hundred and

Twentiety Infantry.

Mustered into the service, Oct. 28, 1862, at Springfield was mustered out, Sept. 7, 1865, and received
final payment and discharge, September 10, at
;

One
try'.

Hundred and Twenty-first Infan(The organization of this regiment was not

completed.)
On-e Hundred

and Twenty'-second Infantry".
Organized at Carlinville, in August, 1862,
and mustered into the service, Sept. 4, %vith 960
enlisted men. It participateil in the battles of
Tupelo and Nashville, and in the capture of
Spanish Fort and Fort Blakely-, and was mustered
out, July 1.5, 1865, at Mobile, and finally discharged at Springfield, August 4.

One Hundred and Twenty-third

Inf.\n-

Mustered into service at Mattoon, Sept. 6,
1862; participated in the battles of Perry ville,
Milton, Hoover's Gap, and Farmington also took
part in the entire Atlanta campaign, marching
as cavalry and fighting as infantry. Later, it
served as mounted infantry in Kentucky, Tennessee and Alabama, taking a prominent part in the
capture of Selma. The regiment was discharged
at Springfield, July 11, 186.5 the recruits, whose
terms had not expired, being transferred to the
Sixty-first Volunteer Infantry.
One Hundred and Twenty'-fourth Infantry. Mustered into the service, Sept. 10, 1802, at
Springfield took part iu the Vicksburg campaign
try".

;

—

;

battles of Port Gibson, Raymond and
Vicksburg, the
Hills, the siege of
Meridian raid, the Yazoo expedition, and th«
capture of Mobile. On the 16th of August, 1865,
eleven days less than three years after the first

and in the
Champion

company went into camp at Springfield, the regiment was mustered out at Chicago. Colonel
Howe's history of the battle-flag of the regiment,
stated that it had been borne 4, 100 miles, in fourteen skirimishes, ten battles and two sieges of
forty-seven days and nights, and thirteen days

and

nights, respectively.

One Hundred and Twenty'-fifth InfanTRY".

Mustered into service, Sept.

ticipated

in the battles of

3,

1862; par-

Perryville, Chicka-

mauga. Missionary Ridge, Kenesaw Mountain,
Peach Tree Creek. Atlanta and Jonesboro, and in
the "March to the Sea" and tlie Carolina campaign, being engaged at Averysboro and Bentonville.
It was mustered out at Washington, D. C,
June 9, 1865, and finally discliarged at Chicago.

565
Infan-

try. Organized at Alton and mustered in, Sept. 4,
1862, and participated in tlie siege of Vicksburg.
Six companies were engaged iu skirmish line, near
Humboldt, Tenn., and tlio regiment took part in
the capture of Little Rock and in the fight at
Clarendon, Ark. It was mu.stered out July 12, 1865.

One Hundred

Springfield.

and TwEXTYSixxn

Hundred

One

^vnd

Twenty-seventh

Inf.vn-

Mustered into service at Chicago, Sept. 6,
took part in the first campaign against
Vicksburg, and in the battle of Arkansjis Post,
the siege of Vicksburg under Grant, the capture
of Jackson (Miss.), the battles of Missionary
Ridge and Lookout Mountain, the Meridian raid,
and in the fighting at Resiica, Dallas, Kenesaw
Mountain, Atlanta and Jonesboro; also accompanied Sherman in his march through Georgia
and the Carolinas, taking part in the battle of
Bentonville was mustered out at Chicago. June
TRY.

1862;

;

17, 1865.

One Hundred and Twenty'-eighth Infantry*.

Mustered in, Dec. 18, 1862, but remained
than five months, when, its num-

in service less

ber of officers and men having been reduced from
860 to 161 (largely by de.sertions), a number of
ofiicers were dismissed, and the few remaining
officers and men were formed into a detachment,
and transferred to another Illinois regiment.
One Hundred and Twenty-ninth Infantry".
Organized at Pontiac, in August, 1862, and
mustered into the service Sept. 8. Prior to May.
1864, the regiment was chiefly engaged in garri.son duty.
It marched with Sherman in the
Atlanta campaign and tlirougli Georgia and tlie
(-'arolinas, and took part in the battles of Resaca,
Buzzard's Roost. Last Mountain. Dallas, Peadi
Tree Creek. Atlanta, Averysboro and Bentonville.
It received final pay and discharge at Chica'-o, June 10, 1865.
One Hundred and Thirtieth Infantry.
Organized at Springfield and mustered into
service, Oct. 25, 1802; was engaged at Port Gibson, Champion Hills, Black River Bridge, Vicksburg. Jackson (Miss.), and in the Red River
expedition. While on this expedition almost the
entire regiment was cai)tured at the battle of
Mansfield, and not i)aroled until near the close of
the war. The remaining officers and men were

consolidated with the Seventy-seventh Infantry
in January. 1805, and participated iu the capture
of Mobile.
Six months later its regimental re-

One Hundred and Thirtieth,
It was mustered out at New
August 15, 1865, and discharged at
Springfield, August 31.

organization, as the

was

ordereil.

Orleans,

HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.

566

One

Hundred

1, 1864; was engaged in
Columbus and Cairo, in making
and in the pursuit of
the Confederate General Price in Missouri. The
latter service was rendered, at the President's
request, after the term of enlistment had expired.
It was mustered out at Peoria, Oct. 25, 1864, hav-

and Thirty-first InfanOrganized in September, 1863, and mus13, virith 815 men,
exclusive of officers. In October, 1863, it was
consolidated with the Twenty-ninth Infantry,
and ceased to exi.st as a separate organization.
Up to that time the regiment had been in but a
few conflicts and in no pitched battle.
One Hundred and Thirty-second Infantry. Organized at Chicago and mustered in for
The regiment re100 days from June 1, 1864.
mained on duty at Paducah until the expiration

ment, at Peoria, June

try.

garrison duty at

tered into the service, Nov.

reprisals for guerrilla raids,

of

when

its service,

was mustered

One

moved

it

to Chicago,

ing been in the service nearly five months.

One Hundred and Fourtieth Infantry.
Organized as a 100-days" regiment, at Springfield,
June 18, 1864, and mustered into service on that
date.
The regiment was engaged in guarding
railroads between Memphis and Holly Springs, and
in garrison duty at Memphis.
After the term of
enlistment had expired and the regiment had
been mustered out, it aided in the pursuit of
General Price through Missouri was finally discharged at Chicago, after serving about five

and

out, Oct. 17, 1864.

and

Thirty-third Infantry. OrKHuizt'cl at Springfield, and mustered in
for one hundred days. May 31, 1864; was engaged
dm'ing its term of service in guarding prisoners
of war at Rock Island was mustered out, Sept.
HuN-nREii

;

months

;

4, 1804,

at

Camp

Organized at Chicago and mustered

31, 1804, for 100 days; was assigned to
garrison duty at Cohimbus, Ky., and mustered
out of service, Oct. 3."), 1864, at Chicago.
One Hundred and Thirty-fifth Infantry. Mustered in for 100-days" service at Mattoon, June 6, lS(i4, liaving a strength of 853 men.
It was chiefly engaged, duviiig its term of service,
in doing garrison duty and ^iiiU'ling raih-oads.
It was mustered out at Spriu-llel.l, Sept. 28, 1864.
One Hundred and Thirty-sixth Infan-

Enlisted about the

100 days, and

went

into

first

camp

111.,
1,

was garrison
duty, with occasional scouts and raids amongst
At the end of its term of service the
guerrillas.
regiment re-enlisted for fifteen days; was mustered out at Springfield, Oct. 33, 1804, and disfollowing.

Its

principal

service

Forty-first

Infan-

Hundred

One

and

Forty-second Infan-

try. Organized at Freeport as a battalion of
eight companies, and sent to Camp Butler, where

two companies were added and the regiment
mustered into service for 100 days, June 18, 1864.
It was ordered to Memphis, Tenn. five days later,
and assigned to duty at White's Station, eleven
miles from that city, where it was employed in
guarding tlie Memphis & Charleston railroad.
It was mustered out at Chicago, on Oct, 37, 1864,
the men having voluntarily served one month
beyond their term of enlistment.
One Hundred and Forty-third Infantry. Organized at Mattoon, and mustered in,
,

of May, 1864, for
at Centralia,

but was not mustered into service until June

and

try. Mustered into service as a 100- days' regiment, at Elgin, June 16, 1864— strength, 843 men;
departed for the field, June 37, 1864; was mustered out at Chicago, Oct. 10, 1864.

in.

May

try.

Hundred

One

Butler.

One Hundred and Thirty-fourth Infantry.

.

June

11,

1864. for 100 days.

garrison duty, and mustered

It

was assigned
out

at

to

Mattoon,

charged eight days later

Sept. 36, 1864.

,\nd Thirty-seventh InfanOrganized at Quincy, with ex-Gov John
as its Colonel, and mustered in, June 5,
Was on duty at Memphis,
1864, for 100 days.
Tenn and mustered out of service at Spring-

try. Organized at Alton, in 1864, as a one-year
regiment; was mustered into the service, Oct. 31,
its strength being 1,159 men.
It was mustered
out, July 14, 1865.

One Hundred

One Hundred

try.

Wood

,

One Hundred and Thirty-eighth Infantry Organized at Quinc}-, and mustered in,
June 21, 1864, for 100 days; was assigned to garrison duty at Fort Leavenworth, Kan., and in
Western Missouri. It was mustered out of serv111.,

Thirty-ninth

try.
9,

Forty-fourth

Infan-

Hundred .vnd Forty-fifth InfanMustered into service at Springfield, June
men. It departed for the
June 13, 1864; was mustered out, Sept. 23,

1864; strength, 880

field,

1864.

One Hundred and Forty-sixth InfanOrganized at Springfield, Sept. 18, 1864, for
one year. Was assigned to the duty of guarding
drafted men at Brighton, Quincy, Jacksonville

try.

Oct. 14, 1864.

One Hundred and
TRY.

and

One

field. 111.. Sept. 4. 1864.

ice at Springfield,

.

Inf.\n-

Mustered into service as a 100-day's

regi-
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and

Springfield,

July

5.

and mustered out at

Springfield,

im').

Organized at Chicago, and mustered into
service for one year, Feb. 18 and 19, 186.5; was
try.

chiefly on guard or garrison duty, in
and in skirmisliing with guerrillas.
Mustered out at Nashville, Jan. 22, 18G6, and

engaged

scouting

received final discharge at Springfield, Feb. 4.
One Hundred and Forty-eighth Infantry. Organized at Springfield. Feb. 21, 186.5, for
the term of one year; was assigned to garrison

and guard duty and mustered out. Sept. 5, 1865,
at Nashville, Tenu arrived at Springfield, Sept.
y, 1865, where it was paid off" and discharged.
One Hundred and Forty-ninth Infan;

try. Organized at Springfield, Feb. 11, 1865,
and mustered in for one year; was engaged in
garrison and guard duty mustered out, Jan. 27,
1866, at Dalton. Ga. and ordered to Springfield,
where it received final payment and discharge.
One Hundred and Fiftieth Infantry".
:

,

Organized at Springfield, and mustered in, Feb. 14,
1865. for one year was on duty in Tennessee and
Georgia, guarding railroads and garrisoning
towns. It was umstered out, Jan. 16, 1866. at
:

Atlanta. Ga., and ordered to Springfield, where
received final payment and discharge.

it

One Hundred and

Fifty-first Infantry.
regiment was organized at Quincy, 111.,
the
United States service.
and miistered into
Feb. 23, 1865, and was composed of companies
of
the
State, recruited, under
from various parts
the call of Dec. IS). 1864. It was engaged in
skirmishes, and
guerrilla
with
a
few
^uard duty,
was present at the surrender of General Warwas
mustered out
Kingston,
Ga.
ford's army, at
at Columbus, Ga.. Jan. 24. 1866. and ordered to
received
final
payment and
where
it
Springfield,

This

;

8.

1866.

One Hundred and

Fifty-second InfanOrganized at Springfield and mustered in,
was mastered out of
1865.
for
one
year:
18,
Feb.
service, to date Sept. 11. at Memphis, Tenn.. and
try'.

arrived at Camp Butler, Sept. 9, 1865, where it
received final payment and discharge.
One Hundred and Fifty-third Infan-

Organized at Chicago, and mustered in,
Feb. 27. 1865. for one year; was not engaged in
any battles. It was mustered out. Sept. 15, 1865,
and moved to Springfield, III., and. Sept. 24,
received final pay and discharge.
One Hundred and Fifty-fourth Infantry.

try.

Organized at Springfield. Feb. 21. 1865,
Sept. 18, 1865, the regiment wa.s

for one year.

mustered out at Nashville, Tenn. and ordered to
for final payment and discharge,
where* it arrived, Sept. 22; was i)aid oil and discharged at Camp Butler, Sept. 29.
Hundred .vnd Fifty-fifth InfanOne
try. Organized at Springfield and mustered in
Feb. 28, 1865, for one year, 904 strong. On Sept.
4. 1865. it was mustered out of service, and moved
to Camp Butler, where it received final pay and
,

Springfield

One Hundred and Forty-seventh Infan-

discharge. Feb.

567

discharge.

One

Hundred and Fifty-sixth InfanOrganized and mustered in during the
months of February and March. 1865, from the
northern counties of the State, for the term of
one year. The officers of the regiment have left
no written record of its history, but its service
seems to have been rendered chiefly in Tennessee
in the neighborhood of Menii)liis, Nashville and
Chattanooga. Judging by the muster-rolls of
the Adjutant-General, the regiment would appear
to have been greatly depleted by desertions and
otherwise, the remnant being finally mustered
try.

out, Sept. 20, 1865.

—

First Cavalry. Organized
consisting of
seven companies, A, B, C, D, E, F and G at
Alton, in 1861, and mu-stered into the United
States service, July 3. After some service in
Missouri, the regiment participated in tlie battle
of Lexington, in that State, and was surrendered,
with the remainder of the garrison, Sept. 20. 1861.
The officers were paroled, and the men sworn not
No exto take up arms again until discharged.
change having been eff'ected in November, the
non-commissioned officers and privates were
ordered to Springfield and discharged. In June,
1862, the regiment was reorganized at Benton
Barracks, Mo., being afterwards employeil in
guarding supply trains and supply depots at
various points. Mustered out, at Benton Barracks, July 14, 1862.
Second Cavalry*. Organized at Springfield
and mustered into service, August 12, 1861, with
Company
(which joined the regiment some

—

M

months later), numbering 47 commissioned offiThis number was inveTs and 1,040 enlisted men.
tTeased by recruits and re-enlistments, during its
four and a halt year's term of service, to 2,236
It
enlisted men and 145 commissioned officers.
was engaged at Belmont a portion of the regiment took part in the battles at Fort Henry.
Fort Donelson and Shiloh. another portion at
Merriweather's Ferry, Bolivar and Holly Springs,
and participated in the investment of Vicksburg.
In January. 1864. the major part of the regiment
;

re-enlisteil as

veterans

later,

participating in the

HISTOKICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.
Red River expedition and the investment of Fort
Blakely. It was mustered out at San Antonio,
Tex.,

Nov.

1865,

23,

and

.

cliarged at Springfield, Jan.

Third Cavalry.
panies,

and

finally paid
.3,

dis-

1866.

Composed of twelve com-

from various

localities in the State, the

grand total of company officers and enlisted men,
imder the first organization, being 1,433. It was
organized at Springfield, in August, 1861 participated in the battles of Pea Ridge, Haines' Bluff,
Arkansas Post, Port Gibson, Champion Hills,
Black River Bridge, and the siege of Vicksburg.
In July, 1864, a large portion of the regiment re;

The remainder were mustered out, Sept. 5, 1864. The veterans participated
in the repulse of Forrest, at Memphis, and in the

enlisted as veterans.

battles of Lawrenceburg, Spring Hill, Campbellsville and Franklin.
From May to October, 186.5,
engaged in service against the Indians in the
Northwest The regiment was mustered out at

Springfield, Oct. 18, 1865.

Fourth

Cavalry. Mustered into service,
and participated in the battles of

Sept. 26, 1861,

Fort Henry, Fort Donelson, and Shiloh; in the

and in many engagements of
was mustered out at Springfield
By order of the War DepartJune 18, 1865, the members of the

siege of Corinth,
less historic note

;

in November, 1864.

ment, of
regiment whose terms had not expired, were consolidated with the Twelfth Illinois Cavalry.
Fifth C.walry. Organized at Camp Butler,
took part in the Meridian
in November, 1S61
raid and the expedition against Jackson, Miss.,
and in numerous minor expeditions, doing effective work at Canton, Grenada, Woodville, and
;

other points. On Jan. 1, 1864, a large portion of
the regiment re-enlisted as veterans. Its final
muster-out took place, Oct. 27, 1865, and it received final payment and discharge, October 30.

Sixth Cavalry.
Nov.

19, 1861

;

Organized at Springfield,
participated in Sherman's advance

upon Grenada in the Grierson raid through Mississippi and Louisiana, the siege of Port Hudson,
;

the battles of Moscow (Tenn), West Point (Miss.),
Franklin and Nashville; re-enlisted as veterans,
March 30, 1864; was mustered out at Selma, Ala.,
Nov. 5, 1865, and received discharge, November
20, at Springfield.

Seventh Cavalry. Organized at Springfield,
and was mustered into service, Oct. 13, 1861. It
participated in the battles of Farmington, luka,
Corinth (.second battle)
in
Grierson's raid
;

through Mississippi and Louisiana; in the engagement at Plain's Store (La.), and the investment of Port Hudson. In March, 1864, 288

officers

and men

re-enlisted

as veterans.

The

non-veterans were engaged at Guntown, and the
entire regiment took part in the battle of Franklin.
After the close of hostilities, it was stationed
in Alabama and Mississippi, until the latter part
of October, 1865 was mustered out at Nashville,
and finally discharged at Springfield, Nov. 17,
;

1865.

Eighth Cavalry. Organized at St. Charles,
and mustered in, Sept. 18, 1861. The regito Virginia, and participated

111.,

ment was ordered

advance on Manassas in March,
was engaged at Mechaniosville, Gaines'
Malvern Hill, Sugar Loaf Mountain, Middletown, South Mountain, Antietam, Fredericksburg, Sulphur Springs, Warrenton, Rapidan
Station, Northern Neck, Gettysburg, Williamsburg, Funkstown, Falling Water, Chester Gap
Sandy Hook, Culpepper, Brandy Station, and in
many raids and skirmishes. It was mustered
out of service at Benton Barracks, Mo., July 17,
1865, and ordered to Chicago, where it received
final payment and discharge.
Ninth Cavalry Organized at Chicago, in
the autumn of 1861, and mustered in, November
30; was engaged at Cold water, Grenada, Wyatt,
Saulsbury, Moscow, Guntown, Pontotoc, Tupelo,
Old Town Creek, Hurricane Creek, Lawrenceburg, Campellsville, Franklin and Nashville.
The regiment re-enlisted as veterans, March 16.
1864; was mustered out of service at Selma, Ala.,^
Oct. 31, 1865, and ordered to Springfield, where
the men received final payment and discharge.
Tenth Cavalry. Organized at Springfield in
the latter part of September, 1861. and mustered
into service, Nov. 35, 1861 was engaged at Prairie
Grove, Cotton Plant, Arkansas Post, in the
Yazoo Pass expedition, at Richmond (La.),
in the general
1862;

Hill,

;

Bayou Metoe, Bayou La Fourclie
In February, 1864, a large
the regiment re-enlisted as veterans, the non-veterans accompanying General
Banks in his Red River expedition. On Jan. 37,
1865, the veterans, and recruits were consolidated
with the Fifteenth Cavalry, and all reorganized
under the name of the Tenth Illinois Veteran
Volunteer Cavalry. Mustered out of service at
San Antonio, Texas, Nov. 22, 1865, and received
final discharge at Springfield, Jan. 6, 1866.
Eleventh Cavalry. Robert G. Ingersoll of
Peoria, and Basil D. Meeks, of Woodford County,
obtained permission to raise a regiment of
cavalry, and recruiting commenced in October,
Brownsville,

and

Little Rock.

portion of

1861.
The regiment was recruited from th©
counties of Peoria, Fulton, Tazewell, Woodford,
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Marshall, Stark, Knox, Henderson and Warren:
was mustered into the servit-e at Peoria, Dec. 20,
1861,

and was

under

first

lire

at Shiloh.

It also

took part in the raid in the rear of Corinth, and
in the battles of Bolivar, Corinth (second battle),
luka, Lexington

and Jackson (Tenn.
in Mcpherson's expedition to Canton and Sherman's
Meridian raid, in the relief of Yazoo City, and in
numerous less important raids and skirmishes.
Most of the regiment re-enlisted as veterans in
December, 1863; the non-veterans being mustered out at Memphis, in the autumn of 1864. The
veterans were mustered out at the same place,
Sept. 30, 1865, and discharged at Springfield,
October 20.
Twelfth Cavalry. Organized at Spi-ingfield,
in February, 1862, and remained there guarding
)

;

rebel prisoners until June 25, when it was
mounted and sent to Martinsburg, Va. It was
engaged at Fredericksburg, Williamsport, Falling
Waters, the Rapidan and Stevensburg. On Nov,
26, 1863, the regiment was relieved from service
and ordered home to reorganize as veterans.
Subsequently it joined Banks in the Red River
expedition and in Davidson's expedition against
Mobile. While at Memphis the Twelfth Cavalry
was consolidated into an eiglit-conipany organization, and the Fourth Cavalry, having previously
been consolidated into a battalion of five companies, was consolidated with the Twelfth.
The
consolidated regiment was mustered out at
Houston, Texas, May 29, 1866, and, on June 18,
received final pay and discharge at Springfield.
Thirteenth Cavalry. Organized at Chicago,
in December, 1861
moved to the front from
Benton Barracks, Mo., in February, 1862, and
was engaged in the following battles and skirmishes (all in Missouri and Arkansas) Putnam's
Ferry, Cotton Plant, Union City (twice), Camp
Pillow, Bloomfield (first and second battles). Van
Buren, Allen, Eleven Point River, Jackson,
White River, Chalk Bluff, Bushy Creek, near
Helena. Grand Prairie, White River, Deadman's
;

:

Lake, Brownsville, Bayou Jletoe, Austin, Little
Rock, Benton, Batesville, Pine Bluff, Arkadel-

du
Anne, Camden, Jenkins' Ferry, Cross Roads,
Mount Elba, Douglas Landing and Monticello.
The regiment was mustered out, August 31, 186.'),
phia, Okolona, Little Missouri River, Prairie

and received
field,

final

pay and discharge at Spring-

Sept. 13. 1865.

Fourteenth Cavalry.

Mustered into service
at Peoria, in January and Februarj', 1863; participated in the battle of

Cumberland

Gap, in the

defense of Knoxville and the pursuit of Long-

560

engagements at Bean Station and
Daudridge, in the Mai-ou raid, and in the cavalry
In the latter Genbattle at Sunshine Church,
eral Stoneman surrendered, but the Fourteenth
cut its way out. On their retreat the men were
betrayed by a guide and the regiment badly cut
up and scattered, those escaping being hunted by
soldiers with bloodhounds. Later, it was engaged
at Waynesboro and in the battles of Franklin and
Nashville, and was mustered out at Nashville,
July 31, 1865, having marched over 10,000 miles,
exclusive of duty done by detachments.
Fifteenth Cavalry. Composed of companies
street, in the

originally independent, attached to infantry regi-

ments and acting as such; participated in the
battles of Fort Donelson and Shiloh. and in the
and capture of Corinth. Regimental organization was effected in the spring of 1863, and
thereafter it was engaged chiefly in scouting and
post duty.
It was mustered out at Springfield,
August 25, 1864, tlie recruits (whose term of
service had not expired) being consolidated with
the Tenth Cavalry.
Sixteenth Cavalry. Composed principally
of Chicago men Thieleman's and Scliambeck's
siege

—

Cavalry Companies, raised at the outset of the
war, forming the nucleus of the regiment. The
former served as General Sherman's body-guard
Captain Thieleman was made a
for some time.
Major and authorized to raise a battalion, the
two companies named thenceforth being known
as Thieleman's Battalion. In September, 1862,
tlie War Department authorized the extension of
the battalion to a regiment, and, on the 11th of
June, 1863, the regimental organization was completed.
It took part in the East Tennessee campaign, a portion of the regiment aiding in tlie
defense of Knoxville, a part garrisoning Cumberand Gap, and one battalion being captured by
Longstreet. The regiment also participated in
tlie battles of Rocky Face Ridge, Buzzard's
Roost, Resaca, Kingston, Cassville, Carterville,
AUatoona, Kenesaw, Lost Mountain, Mines
Ridge, Powder Springs, Chattahoochie, Atlanta,
Jonesboro, Franklin and Nashville, It arrived
in Chicago, August 23, 1865, for final payment
and discharge, having marched about 5,000 miles
and engaged in thirty-one battles, besides numerous skirmishes.
Seventeenth Cavalry. Mustered into service in January and February, 1864; aided in the
rei)ulse of Price at Jefferson City. Mo., and was
engaged at Booneville, Independence, Mine
Creek, and Fort Scott, besides doing garrison
dutv, scouting and raiding. It was mastered

;
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out in November and December, 1865, at Leavenworth, Kan. Gov. John L. Beveridge, who had
previously been a Captain and Major of the
Eighth Cavalry, was the Colonel of this regiment.
First Light Artillery. Consisted of ten
Battery A was organized under tlie
batteries.
first call for State troops, April 21. 1861. but not
mustered into the three years' service until July
was engaged at Fort Donelson, Shiloh,
16;
Chicka.saw Bayou, Arkansas Post, the sieges of
Vicksburg and Jackson, and in tlie Atlanta campaign; was in reserve at Champion
Nashville, and mustered out July
Chicago.

Battery

B was organized

in

Hills
3.

April,

and

186.'),

1861,

at
en-

gaged at Belmont. Fort Donelson, Sliiloh, in the
and at La Grange, Holly Springs,
Memphis. Chickasaw Bayou, Arkansas Post, the
siege of Vicksburg, Mechanicsburg, Richmond
(La.), tlie Atlanta campaign and tlie battle of
Nashville.
The Battery was reorganized by consolidation with Battery A, and mustered out at
siege of Corinth

Chicago. July 2, 1865.
Battery D was organized at Cairo, Sept. 3, 1861
was engaged at Fort Donelson and at Shiloh,
and mustered out, July 28, 1865, at Chicago.
Battery E was organized at Camp Douglas and
mustered into service, Dec. 19, 1861 was engaged
at Shiloh, Corinth, Jackson, Vicksburg, Guntown, Pontotoc, Tupelo and Nashville, and mustered out at Louisville, Dec. 24, 1864.
Battery F was recruited at Dixon and mustered in at Springfield, Feb. 25, 18G2. It took
part in tlie siege of Corinth and the Yocona
expedition, and was consolidated with the other
batteries in the regiment, March 7. 1865.
Battery G was organized at Cairo and mustered in Sept. 38, 1861 was engaged in the siege
and the second battle of Corinth, and mustered
out at Springfield, July 34, 1865.
Battery
was recruited in and about Chicago,
during January and February, 1863 participated
in the battle of Shiloh, siege of Vicksburg, and
in the Atlanta campaign, the "March to the
Sea," and through the Carolinas with Sherman.
Battery I was organized at Camp Douglas and
mustered in, Feb. 10. 1862; was engaged at
Shiloh, in the Tallahatchie raid, the sieges of
Vicksburg and Jackson, and in the battles of
;

;

H

;

Chattanooga

March

and Vicksburg It veteranized,
and was mustered out, July 26.

17, 1864,

mustered

of Knoxville.

M

mustered into the

K was organized
in,

Jan.

9,

at

Shawneetown and

1862, participated in

Burn-

service,

August

13,

1863, for

three years. It served through the Chickamauga
campaign, being engaged at Chickamauga; also
was engaged at Missionary Ridge, was besieged
at Cliattanooga, and took part in all the important battles of the Atlanta campaign. It was
mustered out at Chicago, July 24, 1864, having
traveled 3,103 miles and been under fire 178 days.
Second Light Artillery. Consisted of nine
batteries.
Battery A was organized at Peoria,
and mustered into service. May 23, 1861 served
in Missouri and Arkansas, doing brilliant work
at Pea Ridge. It was mustered out of service at
;

Springfield, July 27, 1865.

Battery D was organized at Cairo, and mustered
into service in December, 1861 was engaged at
;

Fort Donelson, Shiloh, Vicksburg, Jackson,
Meridian and Decatur, and mustered out at
Louisville, Nov. 31, 1864.
Battery E was organized at St. Louis, Mo., in
August, 1861, and mustered into service, August
It was engaged at Fort Donel20, at that point.
son and Shiloh, and in the siege of Corinth and
the Yocona expedition was consolidated with

—

Battery A.
Battery F was organized at Cape Girardeau,
Mo., and mustered in, Dec. 11, 1861; was engaged
at Shiloh, in the siege and second battle of
Corinth, and the Meridian campaign; also
It was
at Kenesaw, Atlanta and Jonesboro.
mustered out, July 27, 1865. at Springfield.
was organized at Springfield, DeBattery

H

cember, 1861, and mustered in, Dec. 31, 1861; was
engaged at Fort Donelson and in the siege of
Fort Pillow; veteranized, Jan. 1, 1864, was
mounted as cavalry the following summer, and
mustered out at Springfield, July 29, 1865.
Battery I was recruited in Will County, and
mustered into service at Camp Butler, Dec. 31,
1861.
It participated in the siege of Island No.
in the
10, in the advance upon Cornith, and
battles

of

Perryville,

Chickamauga,

Lookout

Mountain, Missionary Ridge and Chattanooga.
Jan. 1, 1864, marched with Sherman to Atlanta, and thence to Savannah and
through the Carolinas, and was mustered out at

It veteranized,

Springfield.

Battery

1865.

Battery

campaign in Tennessee, and in the capture
Part of the men' were mustered
out at Springfield in June, 1865, and the renianider at Chicago in July.
was organized at Camp Douglas and
Battery
side's

K

was organized at Springfield and
31, 1863
was engaged at Fort
and the

mustered in Dec.

;

Pillow, the capture of Clarkston, Mo.,
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siege of Vicksburg.

U.

It

was mustered

out. July

1865, at Chicago.

Battery
tered

in,

L was

organized at Chicago and iiui-sparticipated in the ad-

Feb. 2^, 1862;

vance on Corintli, the battle of Hatchie and the
advance on the Tallahatchie, and was mustered
out at Chicago, August 9, 186.').
Battery M was organized at Chicago, and mustered in at Springfield. June, 1863 was engaged
at Jonesboro, Blue Spring, Blountsville and
RogersviUe, being finally consolidated with
other batteries, of the regiment.
Chicago Board of Tradk Battery. Organized through the efforts of the Chicago Board of
Trade, which raised §1."),00U for its ^luipment,
within forty-eight hours. It was mustered into
.service, August 1. 1862. was engaged at Lawrenceburg, Murfreesboro, Stone River, Chickamauga, Farmington, Decatur (Ga.), Atlanta,
Lovejoy Station, Nashville. Selma and Columbus
(Ga.
It was mustered out at Chicago. June 30,
1865, and paid in full, July 3, having inarched
The
5,268 miles and traveled by rail 1.231 miles.
;

)

was in eleven of the harde.st battles
fought in the West, and in twenty-six minor
battles, being in action forty-two times while on

battery

scouts, reconnois-sances or outpost duty.

Recruited
Chicago Mercantile Battery.
and organized vuider the auspices of the Mercantile Association, an asso<'iation of prominent and
It
patriotic merchants of the City of Chicago.
was mustered into service, August 29. lSf)2, at

Camp

Douglas, participated in the Tallahatchie

and Yazoo expeditions, the first attack upon
Vicksburg. the battle of Arkansas Post, the siege
the battles of JIagnolia Hills,
Black River Bridge and Jackson
took part in Banks" Red River expedition; was mustered out at Chicago, and
received final payment. July 10, 18()5, having
traveled, by river, sea and land, over 11.000

Vicksburg,

of

Champion

Hills,

(Miss.); also

miles.

Springfield

Light Artillery.

Recruited

principally from the cities of Springfield. Belleville and Wenona. and mustered into .service at

the term of three years, August
numbering 199 men and officers. It

S|)ringfield. for
21.

IffCri.

participated in the capture of Little Rock and in
the Red River expedition, and was mustered out
at Springfiel.l. 114 .strong.

June

30.

180.-..

Cogswell's Battery, Light Artillery.
Organized at Ottawa. 111., and mustered in. Nov.
11.

\><r,\.

as

Company

Illinois Volunteers.

ing

the

A

(Artillery) Fifty-third

Colonel

regiment.

It

Cushman commandparticipated

in

the

5:1

advance on Corinth, the siege of Vicksburg, the
battle of Missionary Ridge, and the capture of
Spanish Fort and Fort Blakely. near Mobile. The
regiment was mustered out at Springfield, August
14, 1865, having served three years and nine
months, marched over 7,500 miles, and particij)ated in seven sieges and battles.
Sturges Rifles. An independent company,
organized at Chicago, armed, etjuipped and subsisted for nearly two months, by the patriotic
generosity of Mr. Solomon Sturges was mustered
into service. May 6, 1861 in June following, was
;

;

ordered

to

West

Virginia, serving

as

body-

guard of General Midellan; was engaged at
Rich Mountain, in the siege of Yorktown. and in
the seven days' battle of the Chickahominy. A
portion of the company was at Antietam, the
remainder having been detached as foragers,
scouts, etc.
It was mustered out at Washington,
Nov. 25, 1862.

WAR, THE

SPANISH - AMERICAN.

The

oppressions and misrule which had cliaracterized the administration of affairs by the Spanish

Government and

its

agents for generations, in the

Island of Cuba, culminated, in April, 1898, in

nmtual declarations of war between Sjiain and
the United States. The causes leading up to this
result were the injurious effects upon American
commerce and the interests of American citizens

owning property

in Cuba, as well as the constant
expense imposed upon the Government of the
United States in the maintenance of a large navy
along the South Atlantic coast to suppress filibustering, .superadded to the friction and imrest
proiluced among the people of this country by the
long continuance of disorders and abuses so near
to our own shores, which aroused the sympathy
and indignation of the entire civilized world.
For three years a large proiiortion of the Cuban
population had been in open rebellion against the
Spanish Government, and, while the latter had
imiiorted a large army to the island and sub-

jected the

insurgents and

their

families

and

sympathizers to the gros.sest cruelties, not even
excepting torture and starvation itself, their
policy hail failed to bring the insurgents into
subjection or to restore order. In this condition
of affairs the United States Government had
endeavored, through negotiation, to secure a mitigation of the evils complained of, by a modification of the Spanish policy of government in the
island but all suggestions in this direction bad
either been resented by Spain as unwarrantable
interference in her affairs, or promises of reform,
when made, liad been as invariably broken.
;
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In the meantime an increasing sentiment had
been growing up in the United States in favor of
conceding belUgerent riglits to the Cuban insurgents, or the recognition of tlieir independence,
which found expression in measures proposed in
Congress— all offers of friendly intervention by
the United States having been rejected by Spain
Compelled, at
with evidences of indignation.
last, to recognize its inability to subdue the insurrection, the Spanish Government,

in

November,

a pretense of tendering autonomy to
with the privilege of amnesty
the Cuban
to the insurgents on laying down their arms.
The long duration of the war and the outrages
"'
perpetrated upon the helpless "reconcentrados,
coupled with the increased confidence of the
1897,

made

people,

insurgents in the final triumph of their cause,
rendered this movement even if intended to be
The
carried out to the letter of no avail.
proffer came too late, and was promptly rejected.
In this condition of affairs and with a view to
greater security for American interests, the
American battleship Maine was ordered to
Havana, on Jan. 34, 1898. It arrived in Havana

—

—

Harbor the following day, and was anchored at a
point designated by the Spanish commander. On
the night of February 15, following, it was blown
up and destroyed by some force, as shown by after
Of a crew
investigation, applied from without.
of

3.54

men

belonging to the vessel at the time,

366 were either killed outright by the explosion,
Not only the Amerior died from their wounds.

can people, but the entire civilized world, was
shocked by the catastrophe. An act of horrible
treachery had been perpetrated against an
American vessel and its crew on a peaceful mission in the harbor of a professedly friendly nation.

The successive

steps leading to actual hostili-

were rapid and eventful. One of the earliest
and most significant of these was the passage, by
a unanimous vote of both houses of Congress, on
March 9, of an appropriation placing $.50,000,000
in the hands of the President as an emergency
fund for purposes of national defense. This was
followed, two days later, by an order for the
mobilization of the army. The more important
events following this step were: An order, under
date of April 5, withdrawing American consuls
from Spanish stations the departure, on April 9.
of Consul-General Fitzhugh Lee from Havana;
April 19, the adoption by Congress of concurrent
resolutions declaring Cuba independent and
directing the President to use the land and naval
forces of the United States to put an end- to

ties

;

Spanish authority in the island; April 20, the
sending to the Spanish Government, by the President, of an ultimatum in accordance with this
act; April 21, the delivery to Minister Woodford,
at Madrid, of his passports without waiting for
the presentation of the ultimatum, with the
departure of the Spanish Minister from Washington April 33, the issue of a call by the President
;

for 135,000 volunters; April 34, the final declara-

war by Spain April 35, the adoption by
Congress of a resolution declaring that war had
existed from April 21 on the same date an order
to Admiral Dewey, in command of the Asiatic
Squadron at Hongkong, to sail for Manila with a
view to investing that city and blockading

tion of

;

;

Pliilippine ports.

The chief events subseqvient

to the declaration

war embraced the following: May 1, the
destruction by Admiral Dewey's squadron of the
Spanish fleet in the harbor of Manila; May 19,

of

the arrival of the Spanish Admiral Cervera's fleet
at Santiago de Cuba; May 25, a second call by
the President for 75,000 volunteers; July 3, the
attempt of Cervera's fleet to escape, and its
destruction off Santiago; July 17, the surrender
of Santiago to the forces under General Shafter;
July 30, the statement by the President, through
the French Ambassador at Washington, of the

terms on which the United States would consent
to make peace August 9, acceptance of the peace
terms by Spain, followed, three days later, by the
signing of the peace protocol September 9, the
appointment by the President of Peace Commissioners on the part of the United States; Sept. 18,
the announcement of the Peace Commissioners
selected by Spain; October 1, the beginning of the
Peace Conference by the representatives of the
two powers, at Paris, and the formal signing, on
December 10, of the peace treaty, including the
recognition bj' Spain of the freedom of Cuba,
with the transfer to the United States of Porto
Rico and her other West India islands, together
with the surrender of the Philippines for a con;

;

sideration of §20, 000, 000.

Seldom, if ever, in the history of nations have
such vast and far-reaching results been accomThe war,
plished within so short a period.
which practically began with the destruction of
the Spanish fleet in Manila Harbor an event
which aroused the enthusiasm of tlie whole
American people, and won the respect and
admiration of other nations was practically
ended by the surrender of Santiago and the

—

—

declaration by the President of the conditions of

peace

just

three

months

later.

Succeeding
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up to the formal signing of the peace
treat}-, were merely the reooguitiou of results
previously determined.

events,

History of Illinois Regiments.—The part
played by Illinois in connection with these events
may be briefly summarized in the history of IlliUnder
nois regiments and other organizations.
the first call of the President for 12.j,000 volunteers, eight regiments seven of infantry and one
of cavalry were assigned to Illinois, to wliich
was subsequently added, on application through
Governor Tanner, one battery of light artilThe infantrj' regiments were made up
ler)-.
of
the Illinois National Guard, numbered
consecutively from one to seven, and were
practically mobilized at tlieir home stations
within forty-eight hours from the receipt of the
call, and began to arrive at Camp Tanner, near
Springfield, the place of rendezvous, on April 26,
the day after the issue of the Governor's call.
The record of Illinois troops is conspicuous for
the promptness of their response and the completeness of their organization in this respect
being unsurpassed by those of any other State.
Under the call of 3Iay 2.5 for an additional force
of 75,000 men, the quota assigned to Illinois was
two regiments, which were promptly furnished,
taking the names of the Eighth and Ninth. The
first of these belonged to the Illinois National
Guard, as tlie regiments mustered in under tlie
first call had done, while the Ninth was one of a
number of "Provisional Regiments" which had
tendered their services to the Government. Some
twenty-five other regiments of this class, more or
less complete, stood ready to perfect their organizations should there be occasion for tlieir servThe aggregate strength of Illinois organiices.
zations at date of muster out from the United
States service was 13,280—11,789 men and 491

—

—

—

officers.

command

Camp Tanner
of Col.

(Springfield),

under

tlie

L. Turner, May 13, 1898;
Camp Thomas (Chickamauga)

Henry

left Springfield for

assigned to First Brigade, Third
Division, of the First Army Corps; started for
Tampa, Fla., June 2. but soon after arrival there
was transferred to Picnic Island, and assigned to
provost duty in place of the First United States
Infantry. On June 30 the bulk of the regiment
embarked for Cuba, but was detained in the harbor at Key West until July .5, when the vessel

May

on the evening of the 8th. Disembarking on
lOtli, the whole regiment arrived on the
tiring line on the 11th, spent several days and

tlie

nights in the trenches before Santiago, and
were present at the surrender of that city
Two companies had previously
on the 17th.
been detached for the scarcelj' less perilous duty
of service in the fever hospitals and in caring
The next month
for their wounded comrades.
was spent on guard duty in the captured city,
until August 25, when, depleted in numbers and
weakened by fever, tlie bulk of the regiment was
transferred by hospital boats to Camp Wikoff, on
Jlontauk Point, L. I. Tlie members of tlie regiment able to travel left Camp Wikoff, September
8, for Chicago, arriving two days later, where they
met an enthusiastic reception and were mustered
out, November 17, 1,235 strong (rank and file)
considerable number of recruits having joined the
regiment just before leaving Tampa. The record
of the First was conspicuous by the fact that it
was the only Illinois regiment to .see .service in
Cuba during the progress of actual hostilities.

—

Before leaving Tampa .some eighty members of the
regiment were detailed for engineering duty in
Porto Rico, sailed for that island on July 12. and
were among the first to perform service there.
The First suffered severely from yellow fever
while in Cuba, but, as a regiment, while in the
service, made a brilliant record, which was highly
complimented in the official reports of its com-

manding officers.
Second Regiment Illinois Volunteer Infantry (originally Second I. N. G.). This regiment, also from Chicago, began
ing 1,202

men and

to arrive at

—

at that time number47 officers, under command of
Moulton; was mustered in

Springfield, April 27, 1898

George M.
between May 4 and May 15; on May 17 started
for Tampa, Fla. but en route its destination was
changed to Jacksonville, wliere. as a part of the
Seventh Army Corps, under command of Gen.
Fitzhugh Lee, it assisted in the dedication of
Col.

,

First Regiment Illinois Volunteers (origGuard) was organized at
Chicago, and mustered into the United States
inally Illinois National

service at

57:J

17;

sailed for Santiago, arriving in

(Juantanamo Bay

Camp Cuba

Libre.

October 25

to Savannah, Ga., remaining at

it

was transferred

"Camp Lee"

until

wlien two battalions embarked for
Havana, landing on the 15th, being followed, a
few days later, by the Third Battalion, and stationed at Camp Columbia. From Dec. 17 to Jan.
11, 1899, Colonel Moulton served as Chief of
Police for the city of Havana. On March 28 to 30

December

8,

Camp Columbia in detachments for Augusta. Ga.. wliere it arrived April
5, and was mustered out, April 26, 1.051 strong
(rank and file), and returned to Chicago. Durthe regiment left

a
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ing

stay in Cuba the regiment did not lose a
man.
history of this regiment has been
written by Rev. H. W. Bolton, its late Chaplain.
its

A

Third

Regiment

Illinois

Volunteeu

In-

fantry, composed of companies of the Illinois
National Guard from the counties of La Salle.
Livingston, Kane, Kankakee, McHenry, Ogle,
Will, and Winnebago, under command of Col.
Fred Bennitt, reported at Springfield, with 1,170
men and .50 officers, on April 27; was mustered
in Jlay 7, 1898; transferred from Springfield to
Camp Thomas (Chickamauga), May 14; on July
32 left Chickamauga for Porto Rico on the 28th
sailed from Newport News, on the liner St. Louis,
arriving at Ponce, Porto Rico, on July 31 soon
after disembarking captured Arroyo, and assisted
;

;

the capture of Guayama, which was the
beginning of General Brooke's advance across
the island to San Juan, when intelligence was
received of the signing of the peace protocol by
Spain. From August 13 to October 1 the Third
continued in the performance of guard duty in
Porto Rico on October 22, 986 men and 39 officers took transport for home by way of New York,
arriving in Chicago, November 11, the several
companies being mustered out at their respective
home stations. Its strength at final muster-out
was 1,273 men and officers. This regiment had
the distinction of being one of the first to see
service in Porto Rico, but suffered severely from
fever and other diseases during the three months
of its stay in the island.
Fourth Illinois Volu.nteer Inf.\ntry, composed of companies from Champaign, Coles,
Douglas, Edgar, Effingham, Fayette, Jackson,
Jefferson, Montgomery, Richland, and St. Clair
counties; mustered into the service at Springin

;

under command of Col. Casimer
Andel started immediately for Tampa, Fla. but
en route its destination was changed to Jacksonville, where it was stationed at Camp Cuba Libre
as a part of the Seventh Corps under command of
Gen. Fitzhugh Lee; in October was transferred
to Savannah, Ga., remaining at Camp Onward
field,

May

20,

;

xmtil about the first of January,

,

when

the regi-

ment took ship for Havana. Here the regiment
was stationed at Camp Columbia until April 4,
1899, when it returned to Augusta, Ga. and was
,

mustered out at Camp Mackenzie (Augusta), May
2, the companies returning to their respective
home stations. During a part of its stay at
Jacksonville, and again at Savannah, the regiment was employed on guard duty. While at
Jacksonville Colonel Andel was suspended by
court-martial, and finally tendered his resigna-

tion, his place being supplied by Lieut. -Col.
Swift, of the Ninth.

Eben

Regiment Illinois Volunteer Infantry was the first regiment to report, and was
Fifth

mustered in at Springfield. May 7, 1898, under
of Col. James S. Culver, being finally
composed of twelve companies from Pike, Christian, Sangamon, McLean, ^Montgomery, Adams,
Tazewell, Macon, Morgan, Peoria, and Fulton
counties; on May 14 left Springfield for Camp
Thomas (Chickamauga, Ga. ), being assigned to
the command of General Brooke August 3 left
Chickamauga for Newport News, Va., with the
expectation of embarking for Porto Rico
previous order of July 26 to the same purport
having been countermanded; at Newport News
embarked on the transport Obdam. but again the
order was rescinded, and, after remaining on
board thirty-six hours, the regiment was disembarked. The next move was made to Lexington.
Ky., where the regiment having lost hope of
reaching "the front" remained until Sept. 5,

command

;

—

—

—

when

returned to Springfield for final musterThis regiment was composed of some of the
out.
best material in the State, and anxious for active
service, but after a succession of disappointments, was compelled to retm-n to its home station without meeting the enemy. After its arrival
at Springfield the regiment was furloughed for
thirty days and finally mustered out, October 16,
it

numbering 1,213 men and 47 officers.
Sixth Regiment Illinois Volunteer Infantry, consisting of twelve companies from the
counties of Rock Island, Knox, Whiteside, Lee,
Carroll, Stephenson, Henry, Warren, Bureau, and
Jo Daviess, was mustered in May 11.
command of Col. D. Jack Foster; on

Camp

Alger, Va.

1898,

under

May

17 left

July 5 the
regiment moved to Charleston, S. C, where a
part embarked for Siboney, Cuba, but the whole
regiment was soon after united in General
Miles' expedition for the invasion of Porto Rico,
landing at Guanico on July 25, and advancing
into the interior as far as Adjunta and Utuado.
After several weeks" service in the interior, the
regiment returned to Ponce, and on September 7
took transport for the return home, arrived at
Springfield a week later, and was mustered out
November 25, the regiment at that time consisting of 1.239 men and 49 officers.
Springfield

for

;

Seventh Illinois Volunteer Infantry
(known as the "Hibernian Rifles").
Two
battalions of this regiment reported at Spring,
field, April 27, with 33 officers and 765 enlisted
men, being afterwards increased to the maxi-
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muiu; was mustered into tlie United States service, under command of Col. Marcus Kavanagh,
May 18, 1898 on May 28 started for Camp Alger,
Va. was afterwards encamped at Thoroughfare
Gap and Camp Meade on September 9 returned
to Springfield, was furlouglied for thirty days,
and mustered out, October 20, numbering l,2(Jl)
men and 49 officers. Like the Fiftli, the Seventli
saw no actual service in the field.
Eighth Illinois Volu.vteer Infantry (colored regiment), mustered into the service at
Springfield under the second call of the President, July 23, 1898, being composed wliolly of
Afro- Americans under officers of their own race,
with Col. John R. Marshall in command, the
muster-roll showing 1,195 men and 76 officers.
The six companies, from A to F, were from Chicago, the other five being, respectively, from
;

;

;

Bloomington, Springfield, Quincy, Litchfield,
The
Mount! City and Metropolis, and Cairo.
regiment having tendered their services to
relieve the First Illinois on duty at Santiago de
Cuba, it started for Cuba, Augiist 8, by way of
New York immediately on arrival at Santiago,
a week later, was assigned to duty, but subsequently transferred to San Luis, where Colone,
T!ie
Marshall was made military governor.
major part of the regiment remained here until
arrived
in
March,
1899,
at
early
ordered home
Chicago, March 15, and was mustered out, April
in
having
been
file,
rank
and
3, 1,226 strong,
;

service nine

months and

call of the President,

July

4-11, 1898,

under com-

mand of Col. James R. Campbell; arrived at
Camp Cuba Libre (Jacksonville, Fla.), August 9;
two months later was transferred to Savannah,
was moved to Havana in December, where
Ga.
it remained until May, 1899, when it returned to
Augusta, Ga., and was mustered out there. May
20, 1899, at that time consisting of 1,095 men and
46 officers. From Augusta tlie several companies
returned to their respective liome stations. The
Ninth was the only "Provisional Regiment" from
;

mustered into tlie service during tlie
war, the other regiments all belonging to tlie
National Guard.
First Illinois Cavalry was organized at Chicago immediately after the President's first call,
seven companies being recruited from Chicago,
two from Bloomington, and one each from

Illinois

Springfield, Elkhart,

at Springfield,

May

and Lacon was mustered in
21, 1898, under command of
;

Camj)

I'ol. Edward C. Young:
Thomas, Ga., May 30, remaining there until
August 24, when it returned to Fort Slieridan,
near Chicago, where it was stationed until Octolwr
11, when it was mustered out, at that time (^)i,Although
sisting of 1,158 men and 50 officers.
the regiment saw no active service in the field, it
established an e.^cellent record for itself in respect

to discipline.

First ENCiiNEERiNd Corps, consisting of XO
detailed from the First Illinois Volunteers,
were among the first Illinois soldiers to see service in Porto Rico, accompanying General Miles'
expedition in the latter part of July, and being
engaged for a time in tlie construction of bridges
in aid of the intended advance across the island.
On September 8 tliey embarketl for the return
home, arrived at Chicago, September 17, and
were mustered out November 20.
Battery A (I. N. G.), from Danville. 111., was
mustered in under a special order of the War
Department, May 12, 1898, under command of

men

Capt. Oscar P. Yaeger, consisting of 118 men;
left Springfield for Camp Thomas, Ga.. May 19,

two months later, joined in General Miles'
Porto Rico expedition, landing at Guanico on
August 3, and taking part in the affair at Guayama on the 12th. News of peace having been
received, the Battery returned to Ponce, where
it remained until Seirtember 7, when it started
on the return home by way of New York, arrived
and,

at Danville,

six days.

Ninth Illinois Volunteer Infantry was
organized from the counties of Southern Illinois,
and mustered in at Springfield under the second

.175

left .Springfield for

September

17,

was furlouglied

for

and mustered out November 25. The
Battery was e(iuipped with modern breech-loading rapid-firing guns, operated by practical artillerists and prepared for effective service.
N.wal Reserves. One of the earliest steps
taken by the Government after it became apparent that hostilities could not be averted, was
to begin preparation for strengthening the naval
arm of the service. The existence of the "Naval
Militia," first organized in 1893, placed Illinois in
an exceptionally favorable position for making a
prompt response to the call of the Government, as
well as furnishing a superior class of men for
service a fact evidenced during the operations
Gen. John McNulta, as head
in the West Indies.
of the local committee, was active in calling the
attention of the Navy Department to the value of
the service to be rendered by this organization,
which resulted in its being enlisted practically as
a body, taking the name of "Naval Reserves"
all but eighty-eight of the number passing the
physical examination, the places of these lieing
sixty days,

—

—

promptly

filled

by new

recruits.

The

first

de-
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tachment of over 200

left

Chicago May

2,

under

command of Lieut. -Com. John M. Hawley,
followed soon after by the remainder of the First
Battalion, making the whole number from Chi^
cage 400, with 267, constituting the Second Battalion, from other towns of the State.
The latter
was made up of 147 men from Moline, 58 from
Quincy, and 62 from Alton making a total from
the State of 667. This does not include others,
not belonging to this organization, who enlisted
for service in the navy during the war, which
raised the whole number for the State over 1,000.
The Reserves enlisted from Illinois occupied a
different relation to the Government from that
of the "naval militia" of other States, which
retained their State organizations, wliile those
from Illinois were regularly mustered into the

tlie

—

United States service. The recruits from Illinois
were embarked at Key West, Norfolk and New
York, and distributed among fifty-two different
vessels, including nearly

every vessel belonging

They saw servnearly every department from the position

to the North Atlantic Squadron.
ice in

and, in 1884, was a candidate for Presidential
Elector on the Democratic ticket, and the same
year,

was the

successful candidate of his party

for Congress in the Third Illinois District, serv-

ing one term.

WIJfJJEBAGO INDIANS, a tribe of the Dawhich at one time occupied
a part of Northern IlUnois.
The word Winnebago is a corruption of the French Ouinebegoutz, Ouimbegouc, etc., the diphthong "ou"
taking the place of the consonant "w," which is
wanting in the French alphabet. These were,
in turn, French misspellings of an Algonquin
term meaning "fetid," which the latter tribe
applied to the Winnebagoes because they had
come from the western ocean the salt (or
"fetid") water. In their advance towards the
East the Winnebagoes early invaded the country
of the Illinois, but were finally driven northcota, or Sioux, stock,

—

ward by the
bers

rather

latter,

who

them in numThe invaders
Fox River, and

surpassed

than in bravery.

settled in Wisconsin, near the

here they were

first

visited

by the Jesuit Fathers

of stokers in the hold to that of gunners in the
turrets of the big battleships, the largest number

in the seventeenth century.

being assigned to the famous battleship Oregon, while the cruiser Yale followed with 47 the

garded as a Wisconsin tribe; yet, that they
claimed territorial rights in Illinois is shown by
the fact that -the treaty of Prairia du Chien
(August 1, 1829), alludes to a Winnebago village
located in what is now Jo Daviess County, near
the mouth of the Pecatonica River. While, as a

(60)

;

Harvard with ZH; Cincinnati, 27; Yankton, 19;
Franklin, 18; Montgomery and Indiana, each, 17;
Hector, 14; Marietta, 11; Wilmington and Lancaster, 10 each, and others down to one each.
Illinois sailors thus had the privilege of participating in the brilliant affair of July 3, which
resulted in the destruction of Cervera's fleet off
Santiago, as also in nearly every other event in

West

Indies of less importance, without the
man while in the service, although
the most exposed. They were mustered
out at different times, as they could be spared
from the service, or the vessels to which they
were attached went out of commission, a portion
serving out their full term of one year.
The
Reserves from Chicago retain their organization
imder the name of "Naval Reserve Veterans,"
with headquarters in the Masonic Temple Building, Chicago.
WARD, James H., ex-Congressman, was born
in Chicago, Nov. 30, 1853, and educated in the
Chicago public schools and at the University of
Notre Dame, graduating from the latter in 1873.
Three years later he graduated from the Union
College of Law. Chicago, and was admitted to
the bar. Since then he has continued to practice
In 1879 he was
his profession in his native city.
elected Supervisor of the town of West Chicago,

the

loss of a

among

tions.)

(See Jesuit Rela-

The Winnebagoes are commonly

rule, the tribe, if left to itself,

live in

amity with the

away by

%vhites,

re-

was disposed to
it was carried

eloquence and diplomacy of
Tecumseh and the cajoleries of "The Prophet."'
General Harrison especially alludes to the bravery of the Winnebago warriors at Tippecanoe'
which he attributees in part, however, to a superstitious faith in "The Prophet."
In June or
July, 1827, an unprovoked and brutal outrage by
the whites upon an unoffending and practically
defenseless party of Winnebagoes, near Prairie
du Chien brought on what is known as the
the

'Winnebago War."
The tribe took no part

(See
in the

Winnebago
Black

largeh' because of the great influence
tactic

of

their chief,

Naw-caw.

War.)

Hawk War.
and shrewd

By

treaties

executed in 1833 and 1837 the Winnebagoes ceded
to the United States all their lands lying east of
the Mississippi. They were finally removed west
of that river, and, after

many

shiftings of loca-

were placed upon the Omaha Reservation in
Eastern Nebraska, where their industry, thrift
and peaceable disposition elicited high praise
tion,

from Government

officials.

I
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WARNER, Tespasian, lawjer and Member of
Congress, was born in De Witt County. 111.. April
23, 1842, and has lived all his life in his native
county his present residence being Clinton.
After a short course in Lombard University,

Thomas

while studying law in the office of Hon. Lawrence Weldon, at Clinton, he enlisted as a private
.soldier of the Twentieth Illinois Volunteers, in
June, 1861, serving until July, 1860, when he was
mustered out with the rank of Captain and
brevet Major. He received a gunshot wound at
Shiloh, but continued to serve in the Army of
the Tennessee until the evacuation of Atlanta,
when he was ordered North on account of disHis last service was in fighting Indians
ability.
on the plains. After the war lie completed his
law studies at Harvard University, graduating in
1868, when he entered into a law partnership
with Clifton H. Moore of Clinton. He served as
Judge-Advocate General of the Illinois National
(ruard for several years, with the rank of Colonel,
under the administrations of Governors Hamilton, Oglesby and Fifer, and, in 18y4, was nominated and elected, as a Republican, to the
Fifty-fourth Congress for the Thirteenth District,
In
Ijeing re-elected in 1896, and again in 1898.
the Fifty-fifth Congress, Mr. Warner was a member of the Committees on Agriculture and Invalid
Pensions, and Chairman of the Committee on
Revision of the Laws.
WARREX, a village in Jo Daviess County,
situated at the intersection of the Illinois Central
and the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railways, 26 miles west-northwest of Freeport and
27 miles east by north of Galena. The surround-

after

ing region is chiefly agi-icultural and stock-raising, although there are also lead mines in the

in Illinois,

—

vicinity.

Tobacco

Warren has a

is

grown

to

some

extent.

flouring mill, a large creamery

and

a private bank, two
weekly newspapers, four churches, a high school,
an academy and a public library. Population
(1890), 1,172; (1896), estimated, 1,8.50.
WARREN, Calvin A., lawyer, was born in
Essex County, N. Y., June 3, 1807; in hi.s youth,
worked for a time, as a typographer, in the oflice
of '-The Northern Spectator." it Poultney, Vt.,
side by side with Horace Greeley, afterwards the
founder of "The New York Tribune." Later, he
became one of the publishers of "The Palladium"
stone

quarries,

besides

Ballston, N. Y., but, in 1832, removed to
Hamilton County, Ohio, where he began the

at

study of law, completing his course at Transylvania University, Ky., in 1834, and beginning
practice af, Batavia, Ohio, as the partner of

5rr

Morris, then a United States Senator
from Ohio, whose daughter he married, thereby
becoming the brother-in-law of the late I.saac N.
Morris,

came

of

Quincy,

to Quincy,

111.

In

1836,

Adams County,

Mr.
III.,

Warren
but soon

removed to Warsaw in Hancock County,
where he resided until 1839, when he returned to
Quincy. Here he continued in practice, either

alone or as a partner, at different times, of several of the leading attorneys of that city.
Although he held no office except that of Master
in Chancery, which he occupied for some sixteen
years, the possession of an inexhaustible fund of
humor, with strong practical sense and decided
ability as a speaker, gave him great popularity
at the bar and upon the .stump, and made him a
recognized leader in the ranks of the Democratic
life-long member.
He
on the Pierce
and was the nominee of his party
the same position on one or two other occa-

party, of

which he was a

served as
ticket in
for

Presidential Elector

18.52,

Died, at Quincy, Feb. 22, 1881.
WARREN, Hooper, pioneer journalist, was
born at Walpole, N. H., in 1790; learned the printer's trade on the Rutland (Vt.) "Herald"; in
1814 went to Delaware, whence, three years later,
he emigrated to Kentucky, working for a time
on a paper at Frankfort. In 1.S18 lie came to St.
Louis and worked in the office of the old "Missouri Gazette" (the predecessor of "The Republican"), and also acted as the agent of a lumber

sions.

company at Cairo, 111. when the whole population of that place consisted of one family domi.

ciled

on a grounded

flat-l)oat.

In Marcli. 1819,

he established, at Edwardsville, the third paper
its predeces.sors being "The Illinois
Intelligencer," at Kaskaskia, and "The Illinois
Emigrant," at Shawneetown. The name given
to the new paper was "The Spectator," and th»
contest over the effort to introduce a pro-slavery
clause in the State Constitution soon brought it

Backed by Governor Coles,
Congressman Daniel P. Cook, Judge S. D. Lockwood, Rev. Thomas Lippincott, Judge Wm. H.
Brown (afterwards of Chicago). George Churchill
and other opponents of slavery. "The Spectator"
into prominence.

made a sturdy

fight in opposition to the scheme,

in defeat of the measure by the
rejection at the polls, in 1824, of the proposition

which ended

Warren left
for a Con.stitutional Convention.
the Edwardsville paper in 182.'). and was, for a
time, associated witli "The National Crisis," an
anti-slavery paper at Cincinnati, but soon returned to

Illinois

Spectator"— the

and established "The Sangamon
first pajjcr

ever published at the
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present State capital. This he sold out in 1829,
and, for the next three years, was connected
with "The Advertiser and Upper Mississippi Herald," at Galena. Abandoning this field in 1832,
he removed to Hennepin, where, within the next
five years, he held the offices of Clerk of the Circuit and County Commissioners" Courts and exIn 1836 he began the
oflicio Recorder of Deeds.

—

publication of the third paper in Chicago "The
Commercial Advertiser" (a weekly) wliich was

—

continued a little more than a year, when it was
abandoned, and he settled on a farm at Henry,
Marshall County. His further newspaper ventures were, as the associate of Zebina Eastman, in
the publication of "The Genius of Liberty," at
Lowell, La Salle County, and "The Western
Citizen"—afterwards "The Free West"— in Chi(See Eastman, Zebina, and Lundy, Bencago.
jamin.) On the discontinuance of "The Free
West" in 1856, he again retired to his farm at
Henry, where he spent the remainder of his days.
While returning home from a visit to Chicago,
in August, 1864, he was taken ill at Mendota,
dying there on the 22d of the mouth.

WARREN,

John Esaias, diplomatist and

real-

was born in Troy, N. Y., in 1826,
graduated at Union College and was connected
with the American Legation to Spain during the
administration of President Pierce; in 18i59-60
was a member of the Minnesota Legislatui'e and,
estate operator,

in 1861-62,

Mayor of

St.

Paul; in 1867,

came

to

Chicago, where, while engaged in real-estate
business, he became known to the press as the
author of a series of articles entitled "Topics of
the Time." In 1886 he took up his residence in
Brussels, Belgium, where he died, July 6, 1896.

Warren was author of several volumes of
travel, of which "An Attache in Spain" and

chief city
is

Monmouth (which

is

a shipping point.

Rossvill©

see).

Population

(1880),

22,983.

(1890), 21,281.

WAKRENSBURG,

a town of Macon County,
on the Peoria, Decatur & Evansville Railway, 8
miles northwest of Decatur. It has a bank and
a local newspaper. Population (1890), 526.

WARSAW, the largest town in Hancock
County, and admirably situated for trade. It
stands on a bluff on the Mississippi River, some
three miles below Keokuk, and about 40 miles
above Quincy. It is the western terminus of the
Toledo, Peoria & Western Railway, and lies 116
Peoria.
Old Fort
miles west-southwest of
Edwards, established by Gen. Zachary Taylor,
during the War of 1812, was located within the
limits of the present city of Warsaw, opposite the
An iron
mouth of the Des Moines River.
foundry, a large woolen mill, a plow factory
and cooperage works are its principal manufacturing establishments. The channel of the Mississippi admits of the passage of the largest steamers
Warsaw has eight churches, a
up to this point.
system of common schools comprising one high
and three grammar schools, a National bank and

two weekly newspapers. Population

(1880), 3,10.5;

(1890), 2,721.

WASHBURN, a village of Woodford County, on
branch of the Chicago & Alton Railway 25

a
miles northeast of Peoria; has banks and a
weekly paper the district is agricultm-al. Popu;

lation (1890), 598.

WASHBURNE,

Elihu Benjamin, Congressman
and diplomatist, was born at Livermore, Maine,
Sept. 23, 1816;
printer, but

i^i

early life learned the trade of a

graduated from Harvard

Law School
Coming

Mr.

and was admitted

"Para" are most important.

west, he settled at Galena, forming a partnership
with Charles S. Hempstead, for the practice of

WARREN

COUNTY.

A

western county,

created by act of the Legislature, in 1825, but
not fully organized until 1830, having at that time
about 350 inhabitants has an area of 540 square
;

and was named for Gen. Joseph Warren.
drained by the Henderson River (a
tributary of the Mississippi) and its affluents,
and is traversed by the Chicago, Burlington &
Quincy, and the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific
Railroads.
Bituminous coal is mined and limestone is quarried in large quantities. The county's
early development was retarded in consequence
of having become the "seat of war," during the
Black Hawk War. The principal products are
grain and live-stock, although manufacturing is
carried on to some extent. The county-seat and

miles,
It

is

to the bar in 1840.

He was a stalwart Whig, and, as
was elected to Congress in 1852. He continued to represent his District until 1869, taking
a prominent position, as a Republican, on the
organization of that party. On account of his
long service he was known as the "Father of the
House," administering the Speaker's oath three
times to Schuyler Colfax and once to James G.
Blaine.
He was appointed Secretary of State by
General Grant in 1869, but surrendered his portfolio to become Envoy to France, in wliich capacity he achieved great distinction. He was the
only ofl[icial representative of a foreign government who remained in Paris, during the siege of
that city by the Germans (1870-71) and the reign
of the "Commune." For his conduct he was
law, in 1841.

such,

IIIS'I'OUUAL K\C'V( LOl'KDIA OF ILLINOIS.
honored by the Governments of France and (iermany alike. On his return to the United States.
he made liis home in Cliicago, where lie devoted
liis latter years chiefly to literary
lal>or, and
where he died. Oct. 22, 18S7. He "was strongly
favored as a candidate for the Presidency in 1!S8U.
WASHIXCiTOX, a city in Tazewell County,
situated at the intersection of the (.Miicago <St
Alton, the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe, and the
Toledo, Peoria & Western Railroads. It is 21
miles west of El Paso, and 12 miles east of Peoria.
Carriages, plows

and farming implements

consti-

Population

COr>'TY, an

oats are the chief agricultural products.

Manu-

facturing is carried on to some extent. amt)ng
the products lieing agricultural implements,
carriages and wagons. The most important town is Nashville, which is also the countyseat.
Population (1880), 21,112; (1890), 19,2(52.
Washington was one of the fifteen counties into
which Illinois was divided at the organization of
flom-,

the State Government, being one of the last
three created during the Territorial period Jhe
other two being Franklin and Union.
WASHIXOTOX HKIOHTS, a village of Cook
County, on the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific
and the Pittsburg, Cincinnati, Chicago & St
Louis Railways, 12 miles southwest of Chicago;
has a graded school, female seminary, military

—

a car factory, several churches and a
newspaper. Population (1880), 1,03."); (1890), 2,283.
WATAUA, a village of Knox County, on the
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad, 8 miles
northeast of Galesburg. Population (1890), 586.
WATERLOO, the county-seat and chief town
of Monroe County, on the Illinois Division of
the Mobile & Ohio Railroad, 24 miles east of south
from St. Louis. It stands in a region chiefly
agricultural,
and underlaid with coal. Its
manufacturing interests embrace a large flour-

school,

plow factory and some minor industries.
Besides its court house, it has four churches, a
graded school and two newspapers. Population
(1890), 1,860.

Illinois

and was re-elected in 1891 and, again, in 1897. In
1H90 he was assigned as one of the Judges of the

;

(1880), 1,802;

18()2

1,307; (IS'JO),

Southern Illinois, east of St. Louis is draineii by
the Kaskaskia River and the Elkhorn, Beaucoup
and Muddy Creeks; was organized in 1818, and
has an area of 540 square miles. The surface is
diversified, well watered and timbered.
The
soil is of variable fertility.
Corn, wheat and

mill, a

In

interior county of

(ISW)),

1,301.

WASHINGTON

to Joliet, 111., and opened an office.
he enlisted as a private in the One HunVolunteers, serving with the
Army of the Cumberland for two years, ami
being mustered out in August, 1864, with the
rank of Lieutenant-Colonel. On leaving the

removed

bar,

dredth

army, Colonel Waterman commenced practice in
Chicago. In 1873-74 he represented the Eleventh
Ward in the City Council. In 1887 he was elected
to the bench of the Cook County Circuit Court,

tute the manufactured output. It is al.^^o an
important shipping point for farm products. It
has six churches, a graded school, two banks and

a newspaper.
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WATERMAN, Arba Nelson, lawyer and jurist,
was born at Greensboro, Orleans County, Vt.,
After receiving an academic eiluFeb. 3. 1836.
cation and teaching for a time, he read law at
Moutpelier and, later, pas.sed through the Alliany
Law School. In 1861 ho was admitted to the

Appellate Court.
WATSEKA, the county -seat of Iroquois County,
situated on the Iroquois River, at the

mouth

of

Sugar Creek, and at the intersection of the Chicago & Eastern Illinois and the Toledo, Peoria &

Warsaw

Railroads. 81 miles south of Chicago, 46

miles north of Danville and 14 miles east of Oilman. It has flour-mills, brick and tile works,
car-shops and foundries, besides several churches,
banks, a graded school and three weekly news-

Artesian well water is obtained by
boring to the depth of 100 to 160 feet, and .some
forty flowing streams from these shafts are in
the place.
Population (18S0), 1,.507; (1890), 2,017.
WATTS, Amos, jurist, was born in St. Clair
County, 111., Oct. 2."), 1821, but removed to Washington County in boyhood, and was elected County
Clerk in 1847, "49 and .13, and State's Attorney
for the Second Judicial District in 18.")tt and 'CO;
then became editor and proprietor of a newspaper, later resuming the practice of law, and, in
1873, was elected Circuit Judge, remaining in
office until his deatli, at Nashville, 111., Dec. 6,
papers.

1888.

WAUKE(iAN, the county-seat and principal
Lake County, situated on the shore of
Lake Michigan and on the Chicago & North-

city of

we.stern Railroad, about 35 miles north
Cliicago,

by west of
and 50 miles south of Milwaukee. It is

also the northern terminus of the Elgin, Joliet

&

The lake is al)out 80 miles
Ea.stern Railroad.
wide opposite this place. In early history Waukegan was known as "Little Fort," from tin*
remains of an old fort that stood on its site
The principal part of the city is built on a bluH.
which rises abruptly to tlie height of about lifty
Between the blulf and the shore is a flat
feet.
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about 400 yards wide, which is occupied
by gardens, dwellings, warehouses and manufactract,

Waukegan

contains eight or ten churches,
a higli school, a National bank, two newspaper
offices, two steam flouring mills, several tannertories.

pump

factory and a silver
jtlating establishment, besides agricultural implement works, a brewery, etc. Grain, wool, butter
ies,

a scale works, a

and ale are among the leading articles of export.
There are valuable springs, whose water, after
analysis,

is

said to possess valuable

medicinal

properties. Population (1880). 4.012; (1890), 4,915.

WAUKECiAN & SOUTHWESTERN RAILWAY. (See Elgin. Joliet d- Eastcni Railway.)
WAVERLY, a village in Morgan County, 18
miles southeast of Jacksonville, on the Jacksonville, Louisville & St. Louis and tlie St. Louis,

&

Paul Railroads. It Avas originally
settled by enterprising emigrants from New
England, whose descendants constitute a large
proportion of the population. It is the center of a
rich agricultural region, has a fine graded school,
six or seven churches, two banks, a newspaper,
Hour mills, tile works and creameries. Popula-

Chicago

St.

tion (1880), 1,124: (1890). 1,337.

WAYNE,

(tfen.)

Anthony,

soldier,

was born

in

Chester County, Pa.. Jan. 1, 1745, of Anglo-Irish
descent, graduated as a Surveyor, and first practiced his profession in Nova Scotia. During the
years immediately antecedent to the Revolution
he was prominent in the colonial councils of his
native State, to which lie had returned in 1767,
where he became a member of the "Committee of
Safety." On June 3. 1776. he was commissioned
Colonel of the Fourth Regiment of Pennsylvania
troops in the Continental army, and, during the
War of the Revolution, was conspicuous for his

courage and ability as a leader. One of his most
daring and successful achievements was the capture of Stony Point, in 1779, when the works
liaving been carried and Wayne having received,
what was supposed to be. his death-wound— he
entered the fort, supported by his aids. For this
service he was awarded a gold medal by Con.i,ness.
He also took a conspicuous part in the
investiture and capture of Yorktown. In October,
In 1784
1783, he was brevetted Major-General.
he was elected to the Pennsylvania Legislature.
A few years later he settled in Georgia, which
State he represented in Congress for seven
montlis, when his seat was declared vacant after
In April, 1792, he was confirmed as
contest.
General-in-Chief of the United States Army, on
nomination of President Washington. His connection with Illinois history began sliortly after

—

St. Clair's defeat,

when he

led a force into Ohio

(1783) and erected a stockade at Greenville,
which he named Fort Recovery his object being
;

to subdue the hostile savage tribes.
was eminently successful and, on

In this he

August

3,

campaign, negotiated the
Treaty of Greenville, as broad in its provisions as
1793, after a victorious

was far-reaching in its influence. He was a
daring fighter, and although Washington called
his dauntlessness earned for him
the sobriquet of "Mad Anthony." In matters of
dress he was punctilious, and, on this account,
he was sometimes dubbed "Dandy Wayne.'' He
was one of the few white officers whom all the
Western Indian tribes at once feared and reit

him "prudent,"

spected.

They named him "Black Snake" and

He died at Presque Isle near Erie,
1796.
Thirteen years afterward his
remains were removed by one of his sons, and
interred in Badnor churchyard, in his native
county. The Pennsylvania Historical Society
erected a marble monument over his grave, and
appropriately dedicated it on July 4 of the same
"Tornado."

Dec.

15,

year.

WAYNE COUNTY, in the southeast quarter of
State has an area of 720 square miles was
organized in 1819, and named for Gen. Anthony
Wayne. The county is watered and drained by
the Little Wabash and its branches, notably tha
Skillet Fork.
At the first election held in the
county, only fifteen votes were cast. Early life
was exceedingly primitive, the first settlere
pounding corn into meal with a wooden pestle,
a hollowed stump being used as a mortar. The
first mill erected (of the antique South Carolina
pattern) charged 25 cents per bushel for grinding.
Prairie and woodland make up the surface, and
the soil is fertile. Railroad facilities are furnished
by the Louisville, Evansville & St. Louis and tha
Baltimore & Ohio (Southwestern) Railroads.
Corn, oats, tobacco, wheat, hay and wool are tha
tlie

;

;

chief agricultural products. Saw mills are numerous and there are also carriage and wagon factories.

Fairfield

is

the county-seat.

Populatioa

(1880), 21,291; (1890), 23,806.

WEAS, THE,

a branch of the Miami tribe of
Indians.
They called themselves "We-weehahs, " and were spoken of by the French as "Ouiat-a-nons" and "Oni-as." Other corruptions of
the name were common among the British and
American colonists. In 1718 they had a village
at Chicago, but abandoned it through fear of
their hostile neighbors, the Chippewas and Pottawatomies. The Weas were, at one time, brare
and warlike but their numbers were reduced by
:
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constant warfare and disease, and. in the end,
debauchery enervated and demoralized theui.
They were removed west ot the JlissLsjiippi and
given a reservation in Miami County. Kan. This
they ultimately sold, and, under the leadership
of Baptiste Peoria, united with their few remaining brethren of tlie Miamis and with the remnant
of the Ill-i-ni under the title of the "confederated
tribes," and settled in Indian Territory. (See also
tliamis; Piaiikcsliairs.

WEBB, Edwin

)

B., early lawyer

and

politician,

was born about

lbU2, came to the vicinity of
111., about 1828 to 1830,
studied law at Transylvania Uniheld the office of Prosecuting
AVhite County, and, in 11S34, was

Carmi, AVhite County,
and,

still later,

He

versity.

Attorney of

the lower

branch of the General
by successive re-elections,
from 1842 to '46.
During his service in the House he was a colleague and political and personal friend of
Abraham Lincoln. He opposed the internal
improvement scheme of 1837, predicting many
of the disasters which were actually realized a
few years later. He was a candidate for Presidential Elector on the Whig ticket, in 1844 and
"48, and, in 1852, received the nomination for
Governor as the opponent of Joel A. Matteson.
two years later, being an unsuccessful candidate
for Justice of the Supreme Court in opposition to
Judge W. B. Scates. While practicing law at
Carmi. he was also a partner of his brother in
elected

to

Assembly,

serving,

until 1843, and. in the Senate,

the mercantile business. Died, Oct. 14, 1858, in
the 56th year of his age.
WEBB, Henry Livingston, soldier and pioneer
(an elder brother of James Watson Webb, a noted
New York journalist), was born at Claverack,
N. Y.. Feb. 6, 1795; served as a soldier in the

War

of 1812, came to Southern Illinois in 1817.
and became one of the founders of the town of
America near the mouth of the Ohio; was Representative in the Fourth and Eleventh (ieneral
Assemblies, a Ma.jor in the Black Hawk War and

Captain of volunteers and, afterwards. Colonel of
In 1860 he went
regulars, in the Mexican War.
to Texas and served, for a time, in a semi-military capacity under the Confederate Government; returned to Illinois in 1869, and died, at

Makanda. Oct.

5.

1876.

WEBSTER, Fletcher, lawyer and soldier, was
born at Portsmouth, N. H. July 23, 1813 giaduated at Harvard in 1833, and studied law with
his father (Daniel Weh.ster) in 1837, located at
Peru. Ill where he practiced three years. His
father having been appointed Secretary of State
,

;

;

.

in 1841, the son

was

became
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his private

.secretary,

also Secretary of Legation to Caleb

Cushing

member of the
Massachusetts Legislature in 1847. and Surveyor
of the Port of Boston, 1850-61 the latter year
became Colonel of the Twelftli Massachusetts
Volunteers and was killed in the second battle
of Bull Run, August 30, 1862.
(Minister to China) in 1843, a

;

WEBSTER,

Joseph Dana, civil engineer and
at Old Hampton. N. H..
He graduated from Dartmouth College in 1832, and afterwards reail
law at Newburyport, Mass. His natural inclisoldier,

was born

August

25,

1811.

nation was for engineering, and, after serving for a time in the Engineer and War offices,
was made a United States civil
engineer (1835) and, on July 7, 1838, entered the
army as Second Lieutenant of Topographical
Engineers. He served through tlie Mexican
War, was made First Lieutenant in 1849, and
promoted to a captaincy, in March, 1853. Thirteen months later he resigned, removing to Chiat Washington,

cago,

where

lie

made

his

permanent home, and

soon after was identified, for a time, with the
proprietorship of "The Chicago Tribune." He
was President of the commission that perfected
the Chicago sewerage system, and clesigned and
executed tlie raising of the grade of a large por
tion of the city from two to eight feet, whole
blocks of buildings being rai:.ed by jack screws,
while new foundations were inserted. At the
outbreak of the Civil AVar lie tendered his .services to the Government and sui)erintended the
erection of the fortiKcations at Cairo, 111., and
Paducali. Ky. On April 7. 1861, he was commissioned Paymaster of Volunteers, with the
rank ot Major, and, in February. 1862. Colonel of
the First Illinois Artillery. For several months
he was chief of General Grant's staff, particijiating in the capture of Forts Donelson and Henry,
and in the l)attle of Shiloh. in the latter as Chief
of Artillery.
In Octolier, lS(i2, the War Department detailed him to make a survey of the Illinois & Michigan Canal, and. the following month,
lie
was commissioned Brigailier-General of
Volunteers, .serving as Military Governor of Memphis and Superintendent of military railroads.
He was again chief of staff to (Jeneral Grant

during the Vicksburg camiiaign, and. from 1864
until the close of the war. occupied the same
relation to (ieneral Sherman.
He wa,s brevetted
Major-General of Volunteers. March 13. 1M65. Vnit.
resigning Nov. 0. following, returned to Chicago,
where he spent the remainder of his life. From
1869 to 1S72 he was A.ssessor of Internal Revenue

—
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there, and, later, Assistant
urer, and, in July, 1873,

of Internal Revenue.

United States Treas-

was appointed

Collector

Died, at Chicago,

March

12, 1876.

WELCH,

William R., lawyer and jurist, was
born in Jessamine County, Ky., Jan. 33, 1838,
educated at Transylvania University, Lexington,
graduating from the academic department in
1847, and, from the law school, in 1851. In 1864 he
removed to Carlinville, Macoupin County, III,
which place lie made his permanent home. In
1877 he was elected to the bench of the Fifth
In 1884
Circuit, and re-elected in 1879 and "85.
he was assigned to the bench of the Appellate
Court for the Second District. Died, Sept. 1,
1888.

WELDON, Lawrence, one of the Judges of the
United States Court of Claims. Washington,
D. C, was born in Muskingum County, Ohio, in
1839 while a child, removed with his parents to
Madison County, and was educated in the common schools, the local academy and at Wittenberg
College, Springfield, in the same State read law
with Hon. R. A. Harrison, a prominent member
of the Ohio bar, and was admitted to practice in
1854, meanwhile, in 1853-53, having served as a
;

;

clerk in the office of the Secretary of State at
Columbus. In 1854 he removed to Illinois, locat-

ing at Clinton, DeWitt County, where he engaged
in practice; in 1860 was elected a Representative
in the Twenty-second General Assembly, was
also chosen a Presidential Elector tlie same year,
and assisted in the first election of Abraham
Lincoln to the Presidency. Early in 1861 he
resigned his seat in the Legislature to accept the
position of United States District Attorney for
the Southern District of Illinois, tendered him by

President Lincoln, but resigned the latter office
in 1866 and, the following year, removed to
Bloomington, where he continued the practice of
his profession until 1883, when he was appointed,
by President Arthur, an Associate Justice of the

United States Court of Claims at Washington
a position vvhicli he still (1899) continues to fill.
Judge Weldon is among the remaining few who
rode the circuit and practiced law with Mr. LinFrom the time of coming to the State in
coln.
1854 to 1860. he was one of Mr. Lincoln's most
companions in the old
intimate traveling
Eighth Circuit, which extended from Sangamon
County on the west to Vermilion on the east, and
of which Judge David Davis, afterwards of the
Supreme Court of the United States and United
States Senator, was the presiding Justice. The
Judge holds in his memory many pleasant remi-

niscences of that day, especially of the eastern
portion of the District, where he was accustomed

meet the late Senator Voorhees, Senator McDonald and other leading lawyers of Indiana, as
well as the historic men whom he met at the

to

State capital.

WELLS, Albert W., lawyer and legislator, was
born at Woodstock, Conn., May 9, 1839, and
enjoyed only such educational and other advantages as belonged to the average New England
boy of that period. During liis boyhood his
family removed to New Jersey, where he attended
an academy, later, graduating from Columbia
College and Law School in New York City, and
began practice with State Senator Robert Allen
at Red Bank, N. J. During the Civil War he
enlisted in a New Jerse}' regiment and took part
in the battle of Gettysburg, resuming his profession at the close of the war. Coming west in
1870, he settled in Quincy, 111., where he continued practice. In 1886 he was elected to the
House of Representatives from Adams County,
as a Democrat, and re-elected two years later.
In 1890 he was advanced to the Senate, where,
by re-election in 1894, he served continuously
until his death in office, March 5, 1897.
His
abilities and long service
covering the sessions
of the Thirty-fifth to the Fortietli General Assemblies
placed him at the head of the Democratic
side of the Senate during the latter part of his

—

—

legislative career.

WELLS, William, soldier and victim of the
Fort Dearborn massacre, was born in Kentucky,
about 1770. Wlien a bo}' of 13, he was captured
by the Miami Indians, whose chief. Little Turtle,
adopted him. giving him his daughter in marriage wlien he grew to manhood.
He was higlily
esteemed by the tribe as a warrior, and, in 1790,
was present at the battle where Gen. Arthur St.
Clair was defeated.
He then realized that he
was fighting against his own race, and informed
his father-in-law that he intended to ally himself
with the whites. Leaving the Miamis, he made
liis way to General Wayne, who made him CapAfter the treaty of
tain of a company of scouts.
Greenville (1795) he settled on a farm near Fort
Wayne, where he was joined by his Indian wife.
Here he acted as Indian Agent and Justice of the
Peace.
In 1812 he learned of the contemplated
evacuation of Fort Dearborn, and, at the head of
thirty Miamis, he set out for the post, his intention being to furnish a body-guard to tlie noncombatants on their proposed march to Fort
Wayne. On August 13, he marched out of the
fort with fifteen of his dusky warriors behind
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him, the remainder bringing up the rear. Before
a mile and a half had been traveled, the party fell
into an Indian ambuscade, and an indiscriminate massacre followed. (See Fiirt Dearhorii.)
The Miamis fled, and Captain Wells' body was
riddled with bullets, his head cut off and his
lieart taken out. He was an uncle of Mrs. Heald.
wife of the commander of Fort Dearborn.
WELLS, William Harvey, educator, was born
in Tolland, Conn., Feb. 37, 1812; lived on a farm
until 17 years old, attending school irregularly,
but made such progress that he became successively a teacher in the Teachers" Seminary at

Andover and Newburyport. and. finally, Principal
of the State Normal School at Westfield, Mass.
accepted the position of Superintendent of Public Schools for the city of Chicago,
serving till 1864, when he resigned. He was an
organizer of the Massachusetts State Tejichers'
Association, one of the first editors of "The
Blassachusetts Teacher" and prominently connected with various benevolent, educational and
learned societies was also autlior of several textbooks, and assisted in the revision of "Webster's
VnaV)ridged Dictionary." Die<l, .Jan. 21 1885.
WE>'OXA, city on the eastern border of Marsliall County. 20 miles south of La Salle; has
good schools, a weekly paper, banks, five or six
churches and a foundry and machine-shop; is
Population
also the seat of W^iona College.
In 1856

lie

:

(1880), 911; (1S9I)). I.O.W.

WEXTWORTH,

John, early journalist and
at Sandwich, N. H.,
graduated
from Dartmouth ColMarch 5, 1815,
lege in 1836, and came to Chicago the same year,
of
"The Cliicago Demohe
became
editor
where
crat," which liad been estabUshed by John CalCongressman,

was born

houn three years previous. He soon after became
"The Democrat." of which he continued to be the publisher until it was merged
He
into "The Chicago Tribune." July 24, 1864.
also studied law. anil was admitted to tlie Illinois
bar in 1841. He served in Congress as a Democrat from 1848 to 1H51, and again from 18.58 to
proprietor of

1855. but left the Democratic party on the repeal
of the Missouri Compromise. He was electeil
Mayor of Chicago in 1857, and again in 1860.
•hiring his incumbency introducing a number of
important municijial reforms; was a member of
the Constitutional Convention of 1862, and twice
served tm the Board of Education. He again
represented Illinois in Congre.ss as a Republican
from 1865 to 1867 making fourteen years of
service in that iMjdy. In 1872 he joined in the
Greelev movement, but later renewed his alle-

—
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giance to the Republican party. In 1878 Mr. Wentworth published an elaborate genealogi(\aI work
in thi-ee volumes, entitled "History of the Wentworth Family." A volume of "Congressional

Reminiscences" and two by him on "Early Chicago," published in connection with the Fergus
Historical Series, contain some valuable information on early local and national history.
On
account of his extraordinary height he received
the sobriquet of "Long John," by which he was
familiarly

known throughout

the State.

Died,

in Chicago, Oct. 16, 1888.

WEST, Edward
born in Virginia,

M., merchant and banker, was

May

2,

1814;

came with

his

became a clerk
Edwardsville, al.so
served as deputy postmaster, and, in 18;W, took a
position in the United States Land Office there.
Two years later he engaged in mercantile business, which he prosecuted over thirty years
meanwhile filling the office of County Treasurer,
father to Illinois in 1818; in 1829

in the Recorder's

ex-oflicio

office

at

Superintendent of Schools, and Delegate

to the Constitutional Convention of 1847. In 1867,
in conjunction

with W. R. Prickett, he established

a bank at Edwardsville, with which he was connected until his death, Oct. 31, 1887. Mr. West
officiated frequently as a "local preacher" of the
Methodist Church, in which capacity he showed
much ability as a public speaker.
WEST, Mary Allen, e<lucator and philanthropist, was born at Galesburg, 111., July 31, 1837;

Knox Seminary in 1854 and taught
when she wiis elected County Superintendent of Schools, serving nine years. Slie
took an active and influential interest in educational and reformatory movements, was for two
years editor of "Our Home Monthly," in Philadelphia, and also a contributor to other journals,
besides being editor-in-chief of "The Ur.ion Signal," Chicago, the organ of the Woman's Christian Temperance Union in which she held the
position of President was also President, in the
latter days of lier life, of the Illinois Woman's
Pre.s8 Association of Chicago, that city having
Ijecoine her home in 1H85.
In 1892. lliss West
started on a tour of the world for the benefit of
her health, but died at Tokio. Japan. Dec. 1. 1892.

graduated at
until 1873,

—

;

WESTERN HOSPITAL FOR THE INSANE,
an institution for the treatment of the insiine.
located at Watertown, Rock Island County, in
accordance with an act of the General As.senibly,
api)roved. May 22, 1895. The Thirty-ninth General Assembly made an appropriation of $100,000
for the erection of

Rock

Islanil

flre-proof

County ilonated

buildings,

while

a tract of 400 acres.

;
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of land valued at S40, 000. The site selected by the
Commissioners, is a commanding one overlooking
the Mississippi River, eight miles above Rock
Island, and five and a half miles from Moline, and
the buildings are of the most modern style of construction.
Watertown is reached by two lines of
railroad the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul and
the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy besides the
Mississippi River.
The erection of buildings was
begun in 1896, and they were opened for the
reception of patients in 1898.
They liave a capacity for 800 patients.

—

—

WESTERN MILITARY ACADEMY,

an

insti

tution located at Upper Alton, Madison County,
incorporated in 1893 has a faculty of eight mem;

and reports eighty pupils for 1897-98, with
property valued at §70,000. The institution gives
instruction in literary and scientific branches,
besides preparatory and business courses.
bers

WESTERN NORMAL COLLEGE,
Bushnell,
1888.

located

at

McDonough County;

It is co-educational,

instructors

incorporated in
has a corps of twelve

and reported 500 pupils

for 1897-98,

300 males and 200 females.

WESTERN

SPRINGS, a

village

of

Cook

County, and residence suburb of the city of Chicago, on the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad, 15 miles west of the initial station.
Population (1890), 451; (1896), estimated, <!,.500.

WESTERN

THEOLOGICAL

SEMINARY,

located in Chicago and controlled by the Protestant Episcopal Church. It was founded in 1883
through the munificence of Dr. Tolman Wheeler,
and was opened for students two years later. It
has two buildings, of a superior order of architecture one including the school and lecture
rooms and the other a dormitory. A hospital
and gymnasium are attached to the latter, and a
school for boys is conducted on the first floor of
the main building, which is known as Wheeler
Hall.
The institution is under the general supervision of Rt. Rev. William E. McLaren, Protestant Episcopal Bishop of the Diocese of Illinois.
WESTFIELD, a village of Clark County, on
the Peoria, Decatm- & Evansville Railroad, 10
miles south-southeast of Charleston has a bank
and a newspaper. Population (1890), 510.

—

;

WEST SALEM, a town of Edwards County, on
the Peoria, Decatur & Evansville Railroad, 12
miles northeast of Albion; has a bank and a
weekly paper. Population (1890), 476.

WETHERELL, Emma

Abbott, vocalist, was

(x)rn in Chicago, Dec. 9, 1849; in her childhood
attracted attention while singing with her father
(a poor musician) in hotels and on the streets in

Chicago, Peoria and elsewhere; at 18 years of
went to New York to study, earning her way
by giving concerts en route, and receiving aid
and encouragement from Clara Louisa Kellogg
in New York was patronized by Henry Ward
Beecher and others, and aided in securing the
training of European masters. Compelled to sm-mount many obstacles from poverty and other
causes, her after success in her profession was
age,

phenomenal.

Died, during a professional tour,
Lake City, Jan. 5, 1891.
Miss Abbott
married her manager, Eugene Wetherell, who

at Salt

died before her.

WHEATON, a city, the county -seat of Du Page
County, situated on the Chicago & Northwestern
Railway, 25 miles west of Chicago. Agriculture
and stock-raising are the chief pursuits in the
surrounding region. The city owns a new waterworks plant (costing §60,000), and has a public
library valued at §50,000, tlie gift of a resident,
Mr. J. Q. Adams. Besides a handsome court
house, it has eight churches, two graded schools,
and four weekly newspapers. There are also twa
carriage factories and a private bank. The cityis the seat
of Wheaton College (which see).
Population (1880), 1,160; (1890), 1,622; (1898),
estimated, 3,000.

WHEATON COLLEGE,

an educational instiDu Page County, and
It was founded
in 1853, as the IlUnois Institute, and was chartered under its present name in 1860. Its early
existence was one of struggle, but of late years it
has been established on a better foundation, in
1898 having §.54,000 invested in productive funds,
and property aggregating §136.000. The faculty
tution located at Wheaton,

under Congregational control.

comprises fifteen professors, and, in 1898, there
were 331 students in attendance. It is co-educational and instruction is given in business and
preparatory studies, as well as the fine arts,

music and classical literature.
WHEELER, David Hilton, D.D., LL.D., clergy
man, was born at Ithaca, N. Y., Nov. 19, 1829:
graduated at Rock River Seminary, Mount
Morris, in 1851; edited "Tlie Carroll County
Republican" and held a professorship in Cornell
College, Iowa, (1857-61); was United States Consul at Geneva, Switzerland, (1861-66)

Professor of
English Literature in Northwestern University
(1867-75); edited "The Methodist" in New York,
seven years, and was President of Allegheny
College (1883-87); received the degree of D.D.
from Cornell College in 1867, and that of LL. D.
from the Northwestern University in 1881. He
is the author of "Brigandage, in South Italy"
;
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(two volumes, 1864) and "Bj'-Ways of Literature"
(1883), besides

some

translations.

Hamilton K., ex-Congressman,
at Ballston, N. Y.. August '>. 1848, but

emigrated with his parents to Illinois in 1802;
remained on a farm until 19 years of age, his
educational advantages being limited to three
months' attendance upon a district school each
In 1871, he was admitted to the bar at
year.
Kankakee, where he has since continued to pracIn 1884 lie was elected to represent the Sixteenth District in the State Senate, where he
served on many important committees, being
Chairman of that on the Judicial Department.
In 1893 he was elected Representative in Congress from the Ninth Illinois District, on the
Republican ticket.
WHEELIMi, a town on the northern border of
Cook County, on the Wisconsin Central Railway.
Population (1890), 811.
tice.

WHISTLER,

(Maj.) John, soldier

and builder

Fort Dearborn, was born in Ulster, Ireunder Burgoyne in the
Revolution, and was with the force surrendered
by that officer at Saratoga, in 1777. After the
peace he returned to the United States, settled at
Hagerstown. Md., and entered the United States
Army, serving at first in the ranks and being
severely wounded in the disastrous Indian campaigns of 1791.
Later, he was promoted to a
captaincy and, in the summer of 1803, sent with
his company, to the head of Lake Michigan,
where he constructed the first Fort Dearborn
within the limits of the present city of Chicago,
remaining in command until 1811, when he was
succeeded by Captain Heald. He received the
brevet rank of Major, in 1815 was appointed
military store- keeper at Newport, Ky., and afterwards at Jefferson Barracks, near St. Louis,
where he died, Sept. 3, 1829. Lieut. William
Whistler, his son, who was with his father, for a
time, in old Fort Dearborn but transferred, in
was of the force included
1809, to Fort Wayne
After
in Hull's surrender at Detroit in 1812.
his exchange he was jiromoted to a captaincy, to
the rank of Major in 1826 and to a Lieutenant-Colonelcy in 1845, dying at Newport, Ky., in 1863.
of the

first

land, about 1756; served

—

—

James Abbott McNiel

Richmond from the

5S,-

battle of the Wilder-

ness until the surrender of Lee.

WHEELER,
was born

against

a commercial

course in

came

Having taken a

college at Worcester,

employment iu a lumber yard, but a year later
began business on his own account, which he has

Mass., in 1867 he

to Chicago, .securing

In 1878 he was elected
a Republican, from one of
the Chicago Districts, and re-elected four years
later, serving in that body eight years.
He
declined a nomination for Congre.ss in 1884, but
accepted in 1894, and was elected for the Fifth

successfully conducted.
to the State Senate, as

he was* again

as

District,

defeated, in 1898, by

in

Edward

T.

1896, but was
Noonan. Demo-

crat.

WHITE,

Horace, journalist, was born at ColeH. August 10, 1834 in 1853 graduated
Wis. whither his father had
removed in 1837; engaged in journalism as city
editor of "The Chicago Evening Journal," later
becoming agent of the Associated Press, and, in
1857, an editorial writer on "The Chicago Tribune," during a part of the war acting as its
Washington correspondent. He also served, in
1856, as Assistant
Secretary of the Kansas
National Committee, and, later, as Secretary of
the Republican State Central Committee. In
1864 he purchased an interest in "The Tribune."
a year or so later becoming editor-in-chief, but
lirook, N.

;

,

at Beloit College,

retired

in

October,

,

1874.

After a

protracted

European tour, he united with Carl Sohurz and
E. L. Godkin of "The Nation." in the purchase
and reorganization of "The New York Evening
Past," of which he is now editor-in-chief.
WHITE, JuUus, soldier, was born in Cazenovia, N. Y., Sept. 29, 1816; removed to Illinois
in 1836, residing tliere and in Wi.si^onsin, where
he was a member of tlie Legislature of 1849; in
1861 was made Collector of Customs at Chicago,
but resigned to assume the colonelcy of the
Thirty-seventh Illinois Volunteers, which he
commanded on the Fremont expedition to Southwest Mi.ssouri. He afterwards served with General

Curtiss

in Arkansas,

participated

in

the

battle of Pea Ridge and w^as promoted to the
rank ef Brigadier-General. He was .subseciuently
assigned to tlie Department of the Shenandoah,

a grandson

of the first Jlajor Whistler.

but finding his i)osition at Martinsburg, W. Va.,
untenable, retired to Harjier's Ferry, voluntarily
serving under Colonel Miles, his inferior in com-

WHITE, (lieorge E., ex-Congressman, was born
in Massachusetts in 1848; after graduating, at the
age of 16. he enlisted as a private in tlie Fiftyseventh Massacliusetts Veteran Volunteers, serving under General Orant in tlie campaign

mand. When this post was surrendered (Sept.
15, 1862), he was made a prisoner, but released
under parole; was tried by a court of inquiry at
his own request, and acquitted, the court finding
that lie had acted with courage aii<i capability.

Wliistler, tlie celebrated,

but eccentric artist of that name,

is

)
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He

resigned in 1864, and, in March, 1865, was
brevetted Major-General of Volunteers. Died,
at Evanston, May 13, 1890.
WHITE COUNTY, situated in the southeastern
quarter of the State, and bounded on the east by
the Wabash River; was organized in 1816, being

the tenth county organized during the Territorial
period: area, .')00 square miles. The county is
crossed by three railroads and drained by the

Wabash and

Wabash Rivers.

The surface
consists of prairie and woodland, and the soil is,
for the most jiart, highly productive.
The princiLittle

pal agricultural products are corn, wheat, oats,
potatoes,

tobacco,

fruit,

butter,

sorghum and

wool. The principal industrial establisliments
are carriage factories, saw mills and flour mills.
Carmi is the county-seat. Other towns are Enfield,
Grayville and Norris City. Population
(1880), 23.087: (1890). 25,005.

WHITEHALL,

by prairies and wood-

and the soil is extremely fertile. The
county-seat was first fixed at Lyndon, then at
Sterling, and finally at Morrison, its present
The Rook River crosses the county
location.
land,

and furnishes abundant water power

for

numer-

ous factories, turning out agricultural implements, carriages and wagons, furniture, woolen
goods, flour and wrapping paper. There are also
distilling

and brewing

interests, besides

saw and

planing mills. Corn is the staple agricultxu-al
product, although all the leading cereals are
extensively grown. The principal towns are
Morrison. Sterling, Fulton and Rock Falls. Population (1880),

30,885; (1890), 30,854.

WHITESIDE,

William, pioneer and soldier of
Revolution, emigrated from the frontier of
North Carolina to Kentucky, and thence, in 1793.

tlie

a city in Greene County, at the
& Alton and the Chi-

intersection of the Chicago

&

1836, and named for Capt. Samuel Whiteside, a
noted Indian fighter; area, 700 square miles. The

.surface is level, diversified

to the present limits of

Monroe County,

111.,

Quincy Railroads, 45 miles

erecting a fort between Cahokia and Kaskaskia.

north of Alton and 24 miles south-southwest of

which became widely known as "Whiteside

cago, Burlington

Jacksonville.

A

foundry, flour

mill

and two

wagon shops

are its principal manufacturing
establishments. A fine variety of potters' clay
abounds in the vicinity, and this has stimulated

the manufacture of tile and pottery, which is
extensively carried on. Tlie town has four
churches, a graded school, two banks and two
newspapers one of them issuing a daily edition.
Population (1890), 1,961.
WHITEHOUSE, Henry John, Protestant Epis
copal Bishop, was born in New York City. August
19, 1803: graduated from (_'olumbia College in
1821, and from the (New York) General TheologAfter ordination he was
ical Seminary in 1824.
rector of various parishes in Pennsylvania and
New York until 1851, when he was chosen Assistant Bishop of Illinois, succeeding Bishop Chase
in 1852. In 1867, by invitation of the Archbishop
of Canterbury, he delivered the opening sermon
before the Pan-AngUcan Conference held in
England. During this visit he received the
degree of D.D. from Oxford University, and tliat
of LL.D. from Cambridge. His rigid views as a
churchman and a disciplinarian, were illustrated
in his prosecution of Rev. Cliarles Edward
Cheney, which resulted in the formation of the
Reformed Episcopal Church. He was a brilliant
orator and a trenchant and unyielding controverDied, in Chicago, August 10, 1874.
sialist.
WHITESIDE COUNTY, in the northwestern
portion of the State bordering on the Mississippi
Kiver created by act of the Legislature passed in

—

;

He

served as a Justice of the Peace,
in organizing the militia during
dying at the old Station in
1815.— John (Whiteside), a brother of the preceding, and also a Revolutionary soldier, came to
Illinois at tlie same time, as also did William B.

Station."
an(i

was active

the

War of

1812-14.

and Samuel, sons of the two brothers, respecAll of them became famous as Indian,
tively.
fighters.
The two latter served as Captains of
companies of "Rangers" in the War of 1812,
Samuel taking part in the battle of Rock Island
in 1814. and contributing greatly to tlie success
of the day.
During the Black Hawk War (1832)
he attained the rank of Brigadier-General.
Whiteside County was named in his honor. He
made one of the earliest improvements in Ridge
Prairie, a rich section of Madison County, and
represented that county in the First General
Assembly. William B. served as Sheriff of Madison County for a number of years.
John D.
(Whiteside), another member of this historic
family, became very prominent, serving in the
lower House of the Seventh, Eighth, Ninth and
Fourteenth General Assemblies, and in the Senate of the Tenth, from Monroe County; was a
Presidential Elector in 1836, State Treasurer
(1837-41) and a member of the State Constitutional Convention of 1847. General Whiteside, as
he was known, was the second of James Shields^
in the famous Shields and Lincoln duel (so-called)
in 1842, and, as such, carried the challenge of the
former to Mr. Lincoln. (See DiieJit.

—
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WHITIJfG, Lorenzo

D., legislator,

was born

Wayne County, N. Y., Nov. 17, 1819: came to
Illinois in 1838. but did not .settle there permanently until 1849. when he located in Bureau
County. He was a Representative from that
county in the Twenty-sixth tJeneral Assembly
(1869), and a member of the Senate continuously
from 1871 to 1887, serving in the latter througli
eight General Assemblies. Died at his home
near Tiskilwa, Bureau County. 111., Oct. 10,
in

1889.

WHITING, Richard H., Congressman, was
born at AVest Hartford, Conn., June 17, 1826, and
common schot>l education. In 1862 he
was commissioned Paymaster in the Volunteer
Army of the Union, and resigned in 1866. Having removed to Illinois, he was appointed Assistant Assessor of Internal Revenue for the Fifth
Illinois District, in February. 1870, and so continued until the abolition of the office in 1873. On
retiring from the Assessorship he was appointed
Collector of Internal Revenue, and served until
March 4, 1875. when he resigned to take his seat
as Republican Representative in Congress from
the Peoria District, to which he had been elected
After the expiration of his
in November, 1874.
term he held no public office, but was a member
of the Republican National Convention of 1884.
Died, at the Continental Hotel, in New York
received a

City,

May

24, 1888.

WHITXEY, James
early teaclier.
C^oke'";

came

W., pioneer lawj-er and
the nit^kname of "Lord

known by

to Illinois in Territorial days (be-

lieved to have been about 1800) resided for some
time at or near Edwardsville, then became a
teacher at Atlas, Pike (jaunty, and, still later, the
first Circuit and County Clerk of that county.
Though nominally a lawyer, he had little if any
He acquired the title, by which he was
practice.
popularly known for a quarter of a century, by
;

He
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a time at
at
Quincv. Died. Dec. 13, 1860, aged over 80 years.
WHITTEMORE, Floyd K., State Treasurer, is

was

Pittsfield.

a native of

resided

New York, came

his parents, to

Sycamore,

for

at an early age. with

111.,

where he was edu-

He purposed
cated in the high school there.
becoming a lawyer, but, on the election of the
late James H. Beveridge State Treasurer, in 1864,
accepted the position of clerk in the office.
Later, he was employed as a clerk in the banking
house of Jacob Bunn in Springfiehl, and, on the
organization of the State National Rank, was
chosen cashier of that Institution, retaining the
After tlie appointposition some twentj' years.
of Hon. John R. Tanner to the position of
Assistant Treasurer of the United States, at ChiWhittemore became cashier in
that office, and, in 1865, Assistant State Treas-

ment

cago, in 1892, Mr.

rure under the administration of State Treasurer
Henry Wulff. In 1898 he was elected State
Treasurer, receiving a plurality of 43,450 over

Democratic opponent.
WICKERSHAM, (Col.) Dudley, soldier and
merchant, was born in Woodford County, Ky.,
Nov. 22. 1819: came to Springfield, 111., in 1843,
and served as a member of the Fourth Regiment
Illinois Volunteers (Col. E. D. Baker's) through
the Mexican War. On the return of peace he
engaged in the dry-goods trade in Springfield,
until 1861, when he enlisted in the Tenth Regiment Illinois Cavalry, serving, first as LieutenantColonel and then as Colonel, until May, 1864,
when, his regiment having l)een consolidated
with the Fifteenth Cavalry, he resigned. After
his

the war, he held the

offi<re

of Assessor of Internal

his

Revenue for several years, after which he engaged in the grocery trade. Died, in Springfield,
August 8, 1898.
WIDEN, Raphael, pioneer and early legislator,
was a native of Sweden, who, having been taken
to France at eight years of age, was educated for

the

a Catholic priest.

custom of visiting the State Capital, duj-ing
sessions of the General Assembly, when
he would organize the lobbyists and visitors about the capital—of which there were an
unusual number in those days into what wa.s
called the "Third House." Having been regularly chosen to preside imder the name of
"Speaker of the Lobby." he would deliver a message full of practical hits and jokes, aimed at
members of the two houses and others, which
would be received with cheers and laugliter.
The meetings of the "Third House." being held
in the evening, were attended by many members
and visitors in lieu of other forms of entertainment. Mr. Whitnev's home, in liis latter years.

—

Coming to the United States
he was at Cahokia, III., in 1818. where,
during the same year, he married into a French
family of that place. He served in the House of
Representatives from Randolph County, in the
Second and Tliird General As.semblies (1820-24),
and as Senator in the Fourth and Fifth (1824-28).
During his last term in the House, he was one of
those who voted again.st the pro-slavery Convention resolution. He died of cholera, at Kasin 1815,

kaskia, in 1833.

WIKE, Scott, lawyer and ex -Congressman, was
born at Meadville, Pa., April 6. 1834; at 4 years
removed with bis parents to Qiiin< y. 111.,

of age
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and, in 1844, to Pike County. Having graduated
from Lombard University, Galesbui-g, in 1857, he
began reading law with Judge O. C. Skinner of
Quincy.
He was admitted to the bar in 1858,
but, before commencing practice, spent a year at

Harvard Law School, graduating there in 1859.
Immediately thereafter he opened an office at
III., and has resided there ever since.
In politics he has always been a strong Democrat.
He served two terms in the Legislatm-e (1863-67)
and, in 1874, was chosen Representative from his
Pittsfield,

District in Congress, being re-elected in 1888 and,
in 1890.
In 1893 he was appointed by
President Cleveland Third Assistant Secretary
of the Treasury, which position he continued
to fiU until March, 1897, when he resumed the
practice of his profession at Pittsfield.

again,

WILEY,

(Col.)

Benjamin Ladd,

born in Smithfield,

March

35. 1821,

came

Jefferson

soldier,

County,

to Illinois in 1845

was
Ohio,

and began

at Vienna, Johnson County, as a teacher.
In 1846 he enlisted for the Mexican War, as a
member of the Fifth (Colonel Newby's) Regiment
Illinois
Volunteers, serving chiefly in New
Mexico until mustered out in 1848. A year later
he removed to Jonesboro, where lie spent some
time at the carpenter's trade, after which he
became clerk in a store, meanwhile assisting to
edit "The Jonesboro Gazette" until 1853; then
became traveling salesman for a St. Louis firm,
but later engaged in the hardware trade at
Jonesboro, in which he continued for several
years.
In 1856 he was the Republican candidate
for Congress for the Ninth District, receiving
4,000 votes, while Fremont, the Republican candidate for President, received only 825 in the
same district. lu 1857 he opened a real estate
office in Jonesboro in conjunction with David L.
PhilUps and Col. J. W. Ashley, with which he
was connected until 1860, when he removed to
Makanda, Jackson County. In September, 1801,
he was mustered in as Lieutenant-Colonel of the
Fifth Illinois Cavalry, later serving in Missouri
and Arkansas under Generals Steele and Curtiss,
being, a part of the time, in command of the First
Brigade of Cavalry, and, in the advance on Vicksburg, having command of the right wing of
General Grant's cavalry. Being disabled by
rheumatism at the end of the siege, he tendered
his resignation, and was immediately appointed
Enrolling Officer at Cairo, serving in this capacity until May, 1865, when he was mustered out.
In 1^9 he was appointed by Governor Palmer
one of the Commissioners to locate the Southern
Illinois Hospital for the Insane, and served as
life

Secretary of the Board until the institution was
opened at Anna, in May, 1871. In 1869 he was
defeated as a candidate for County Judge of
Jackson County, and, in 1873, for the State Senate, by a small majority in a strongly Democratic
District; in 1876 was the Republican candidate
for Congress, in the Eighteenth District, against
William Hartzell, but was defeated by only
twenty votes, while carrying six out of the ten
counties comprising the District. In the latter
years of his life. Colonel Wiley was engaged quite
extensively in fruit-growing at Makanda, Jackson County, where he died, Marcli 33, 1890.
WILKIE, Franc Bangs, journalist, was born
in Saratoga County, N. Y., July 3, 1830; took a
partial com-se at Union College, after which he
edited papers at Schenectady, N. Y., Elgin,

111.,

and Davenport and Dubuque, Iowa also serving,
during a part of the Civil War, as the western
war correspondent of "The New York Times."
In 1863 he became an editorial writer on "The
Chicago Times," remaining with that paper,
with the exception of a brief interval, until 1888
a part of the time as its European correspondent.
He was the author of a series of sketches
over the nom de plume of "Poliuto,'" and of a
title.
volume of reminiscences under the
"Thirty-five Years of Journalism," published
shortly before his death, which took place, April
;

—

12, 1893.

WILKIN, Jacob W.,

Justice of the Supreme
was born in Licking County, Ohio, June
removed with his parents to Illinois, at
years of age, and was educated at McKendree

Court,
7,

13

1837

;

College

;

served three years in the

War

for the

Union; studied law wit^ Judge Scholfield and
was admitted to the bar in 1866. In 1873, he was
chosen Presidential Elector on the Republican

Judge of the Circuit
Court and reelected in 1885 the latter year
being assigned to the Appellate bench for the
Fourth District, where he remained until his
election to the Supreme bench in 1888, being
His home
re-elected to the latter office in 1897.

ticket, and, in 1879, elected

—

is

at Danville.

WILKINSON, Ira 0., lawyer and Judge,. was
born in Virginia in 1833, and accompanied his
father to Jacksonville (1835), where he was eduDuring a short service as Deputy Clerk of
Morgan County, he conceived a fondness for the
cated.

profession of the law, and, after a course of study
under Judge William Thomas, was admitted to
practice in 1847. Richard Yates (afterwards Gov-

ernor and Senator) was his first partner. In 1845
he removed to Rock Island, and, six years later.

.

I
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was elected a Circuit Judge, being ag-ain closen
to the same position in 1H61.
At the expiration
of his second term he removed to Chicago.
Died, at Jacksonville, August 24, 1894.
WILKINSON, John P., early merchant, was
born, Dec. 14, 1790, in New Kent County, Va.,
Kentucky, and, in 1828, settled
where he engaged in merMr. Wilkinson was a liberal
friend of Illinois College and Jacksonville Female
Academy, of each of which he was a Trustee
from their origin until his death, which occurred,
during a business visit to St. Louis, in December,
emigi-ated

first to

in Jacksonville,

111.,

cantile business.

1841.

WILL, Conrad,

pioneer physician and early
legislator, was born in Philadelphia, June 4, 1778;
about 1804 removed to Somerset County Pa., and,
in 1813, to Kaskaskia,

111.

He was

a physician

by profession, but having leased the saline lands
on the Big Muddy, in the vicinity of what afterwards became the town of Brownsville, he
engaged in the manufacture of salt, removing
thither in 181.5, and becoming one of the founders
of Brownsville, afterwards the

first

county-seat

Jackson Count}'. On the organization of
Jackson County, in 1816, he became a member of
the first Board of Covmty Commissioners, and, in
1818. served as Delegate from that county in the
Convention wliicli framed the first State Constitution.
Thereafter he served continuously as a
member of the Legislature from 1818 to '^i first
as Senator in the First General As.sembly, then
as Representative in the Second, Third, Fourth
and Fifth, and again as Senator in the Sixth,
Seventh, Eighth and Ninth his career being
conspicuous for long service. He died in office,
June 11, 1834. Dr. Will was short of stature,
fleshy, of jovial disposition and fond of playing
practical jokes upon his associates, but very
popular, as shown by his successive elections to
the Legislature. He has been called "The Father
of Jackson County."' Will County, organized by
of

—

—

act of the Legislature two years after his death,

was named

in his lionor.

WILL COUNTY, a northeastern county, embracing 850 square miles, named in honor of Dr.
Conrad Will, an early politician and

legislator.

Early explorations of the territory were made
when white settlers were few. The bluff
west of Joliet is said to have been first occupied
by David and Benjamin JIaggard. Joseph
Smith, the Mormon "apostle." expounded his
peculiar doctrines at "the Point" in 1831. Several of the early settlers fletl from the country
during (or after) a raid by the Sac Indians.
in 1829,

There

5S9

a legend, .seemingly well supported, to
the effect that the first lumber, sawed to build
the first frame house in Chicago (that of P. F. W.
Peck), was .sawed at Plainfield. Will County,
originally a part of Cook, was separately erected
in 1836, Joliet being made the county-seat.
Agriculture, quarrying and manufacturing are
the chief industries. Joliet, Lockport and Wilmington are the principal towns. Population
is

(1880). ,'53.422: (1890), 62,007.

WILLARD,
reformer,

(i^ee Juliet.)

Frances Elizahetli, teacher and

was born

at Churchville, N. Y., Sept.

1839. graduated
from
Female College at Evanston,

28,

the
111.,

Nortliwestern
18.'J9, and, in

in

accepted the Professorship of Natural
Sciences in that institution. During 1866-67 she
was the Principal of the Genessee Wesleyan
Seminary. The next two years she devoted to
travel and study abroad, meanwhile contributing to various periodicals. From 1871 to 1874 she
1862,

was Professor of ^stlietics in the Northwester*
University and dean of the Woman's College.
She was always an entliusiastic champion of
temperance, and, in 1874, abandoned her profession to identify herself with the Woman's Cliristian Temperance Union.
For five years she wa«
Corresponding Secretary of the national body,
and, from 1879, its President. While Secretary
she organized the Home Protective Association,
and prepared a petition to the Illinois Legislature,
to which nearly 200,000 names were attached,
asking for the granting to women of the right to
vote on the license question. In 1878 she succeeded her brother, Oliver A. Willard (wlio had
died), as editor of "The Chicago Evening Post,"

a few months later, withdrew, and, in 1882,
elected as a member of the executive committee of the National Prohibition party. In
1886 she became leader of the White Cross Movement for the protection of women, and succeeded
in .securing favorable legislation, in this direction, in twelve States.
In 1883 she founded th«
World's Christian Temperance Union, and, in
1888. was chosen its President, as also President
of the International Council of Women. Th«
latter years of her life were spent chiefly al)road,
much of the time as the guest and co-worker of
Lady Henr}- Somerset, of England, during which
she devoted much attention to investigating th«
condition of women in the Orient. Miss Willard
was a prolific and highly valued contributor to
the magazines, and (besides numerous pamphlets)
published several volumes, including "Nineteen
Beautiful Years" (a tribute to her sister);
but.

was

"Woman

in

Temperance";

"How

to

Win," and
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"Woman

in the Pulpit."

Died, in

New

York,

Feb. 18, 1898.

WILLARD,

Samuel, A.M., M.D., LL.D., phy
sician and educator, was born in Lunenberg,
Vt., Dec. 30, 1831— the lineal descendant of Maj.
Simon Willard, one of the founders of Concord,
Mass., and prominent in "King Philip's War,"

and of

his son, Rev. Dr.

Samuel Willard,

of the

Old South Church, Boston, and seventh President

Harvard College. The subject of this sketch
was taken in his infancy to Boston, and. in 1831,
to Carrollton, 111., where his father pursued the

of

avocation of a druggist. After a preparatory
course at Shurtleff College, Upper Alton, in 1836
he entered the freshman class in Illinois College
at Jacksonville, but withdrew the following year,
re-entering college in 1840 and graduating in the
class of 1843, as a classmate of Dr. Newton Bateman, afterwards .State Superintendent of Public
Instruction and President of Knox College, and
Rev. Thomas K. Beecher, now of Elmira, N. Y.
The next year he spent as Tutor in Illinois College, when he began the study of medicine at
Quincy, graduating from the Medical Department
of Illinois College in 1848. During a part of the
latter year he edited a Free-Soil campaign paper
("The Tribune") at Quincy, and, later, "The
Western Temperance Magazine" at the same
place.
In 1849 lie began the practice of his profession at St. Louis, but the next year removed
to CoUinsville, III, remaining until 1857, when he
took charge of the Department of Languages in
the newly organized State Normal University at
Normal. The second year of the Civil War (1862)
he enlisted as a private in the Ninety-seventh
Illinois Volunteer Infantry, but was .soon after
commissioned as Surgeon with the rank of Major,
participating in the campaigns in Tennessee and
in the first attack upon Vicksburg. Being disabled by an attack of paralysis, in February, 1863,
he was compelled to resign, when he had sufficiently recovered accepting a position in the office
of Provost Marshal General Oakes, at Springfield, where lie remained until the close of the
war. He then became Grand Secretary of the
Independent Order of Odd-FeUows for the State
of Illinois a position which he had held from
1856 to 1863 —remaining under his second appointment from 1865 to "69. The next year he served
as Superintendent of Schools at Springfield.
meanwhile assisting in founding the Springfield
public library, and serving as its first librarian.
In 1870 he accepted the professorship of History
in the West Side High School of Chicago,
which, with the exception of two years (1884-86),

—

he continued to occupy for more than twentyfive years, retiring in 1898.
In the meantime.
Dr. Willard has been a laborious literary worker,
having been, for a considerable period, editor, or
assistant -editor, of "The Illinois Teacher," a contributor to "The Century Magazine" and "The
Dial" of Chicago, besides having published a
"Digest of the Laws of Odd Fellowship" in sixteen volumes, begun while he was Grand Secretary of the Order in 1864, and continued in 1873
and '83; a "Synopsis of History and Historical
Chart," covering the period from B. C. 800
to A. D. 1876— of which he has had a second
edition in course of preparation.

Of

late years

he has been engaged upon a "Historical Dictionary of Names and Places," which will include
some 12,000 topics, and which promises to be the
most important work of his life. Previous to tlie
war he was an avowed Abolitionist and operator

on the "Underground Railroad," who made no
concealment of his opinions, and, on one or two
occasions, was called to answer for them in
prosecutions under the "Fugitive Slave Act."
"Underground Railroad.")
(See
His friend
and classmate, the late Dr. Bateman, says of
him: "Dr. Willard is a sound thinker; a clear
and forcible writer; of broad and accurate
scholarship; conscientious, genial and kindly,
and a most estimable gentleman."
WILLIAMS, Archibald, lawyer and JHrist,
was born in Montgomery County, Ky., June 10,
with moderate advantages but natural
1801
;

fondness for study, he chose the profession of
law, and was admitted to the bar in Tennessee
in 1828, coming to Quincj', 111., the following
year.
He was elected to the General Assembly
three times serving in the Senate in 1832-36, and
in the House, 1836-40 was United States District
Attorney for the Southern District of Illinois, by
appointment of President Taylor, 1849-53; was
twice the candidate of his party (the Whig) for
United States Senator, and appointed by President Lincoln, in 1861, United States District
Judge for the State of Kansas. His abilities and
high character were widely recognized. Died,
in Quincy, Sept. 31, 1863— His son, John H., an
attorney at Quincy, served as Judge of the Circuit Court 1879-85.— Another son, Abraham Lincoln, was twice elected Attorney-General of

—

;

WILLIAMS,

Erastus Smith, lawyer and juwas born at Salem, N. Y., May 22, 1831. In
removed to Chicago, where, after reading
law, he was admitted to the bar in 1844. In 1854
he was appointed Master in Chancery, which

rist,

1842 he
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he

filled until

lS6;i,

when he was

elected a

Judge of the Circuit Court of Cook County.
After re-election in 1870 he became Chief Justice,
and, at the same time, heard most of the eases on
the equity side of the court. In 1879 he was a
candidate for re-election as a Republican, but
was defeated with the party ticket. After his
retirement from the bench he resumed private
practice.

Died, Feb.

34, 1884.

WILLIAMS, James

R.,

was

Congressman,

born in White County, 111., Dec. 27, 1850, at the
age of 25 graduated from the Indiana State University, at Bloomington, and, in 1876, from the
Union College of Law, Chicago, since then being
an active and successful practitioner at Carmi.
In 1880 he was appointed Master in Chancery and
served two years. From 1882 to 1886 he was
County Judge. In 1892 he was a nominee on
the Democratic ticket for Presidential Elector.
He was elected to represent the Nineteenth Illinois District in the Fifty-first Congress at a
special election held to fill the vacancy occasioned
by the death of R. \V. Townshend, was re-elected
in 1890 and 1892, but defeated by Orlando Burrell
(RepubUcau) for re-election in the newly organIn 1898 he was
ized Twentieth District in 1894.
again a candidate and elected to the Fifty-sixth
Congress.

WILLIAMS, John, pioneer merchant, was
born in Bath County, Ky., Sept. 11, 1808; be14 and 16 years of age was clerk in a store

tween

in his native State;

who had

settled

then, joining his parents,
in a part of

on a tract of land

Sangamon (now Menard) County, 111., he found
employment as clerk in the store of Major Elijah
lies,

at Springfield,

whom

he succeeded in busi-

ness at the age of 22, continuing it without interruption until 1880. In 1856 Mr. Williams was
tlie Republican candidate for Congress in the
Springfield District, and, in 1861, was appointed
Commissary General for the State, rendering
valuable service in furnishing supi)lies for State
troops, in camps of instruction and while proceeding to the field, in the first years of the war was
also chief officer of the Illinois Sanitary Commission for two years, and. as one of the intimate
personal friends of Mr. Lincoln, was chosen to
accompany the remains of the martyred President,
;

from Washington

to

Liberal, enterprising

and public-spirited,

was

Springfield,

for

burial.

his

name

associated with nearly every public enterSpringfield during his

prise of importance in

—

business career being one of the founders, and,
for eleven years President, of the First National
Bank; a chief promoter in the construction of

what

.-.!H

now

the Springfield Division of the Illinois Central Rjiilroad, and the Springfield and
Peoria line; a Director of tlie Springfield Iron
Company one of the Commissioners who constructed the Springfield water-works, and an
is

;

officer

of

the Lincoln

Monument

from 1865 to his death. May

Association,

29, 1890.

WILLI.IMS, \orman, lawyer, was born

at

Woodstock, Vt., Feb. 1, 1833, being related, on
both the paternal and maternal sides, to some of
the most prominent families of New England.
He fitted for college at Union Academy. Meriden,
and graduated from the University of Vermont
After taking a course in
in the class of 1855.
the Albany Law School and with a law firm in
his native town, he was admitted to practice in
both New York and Vermont, removed to Cliicago in 1858. and, in 1860, betuvme a member of
the firm of King, Kales & Williams, still later
forming a partnershij) witli Gen. John L. Thompson, which ended with the death of the latter in
1888.
In a professional capacity lie assisted in
the organization of the Pullman Palace Car Company, and was a member of its Board of Directors
also assisted in organizing the Western Electric
Company, and was prominently identified with
the Chicago Telephone Company and the Western
Union Telegraph Company. In 1881 he served as
the United States Commissioner to the Electrical
Exposition at Paris. In conjunction with his
brother (Edward H. Williams) he assisted in
founding the pubUc library at Woodstock, Vt.,
which, in honor of his father, ret^eived the name
of "The Norman Williams Public Library."
With Col. Huntington W. Jackson and J. McGregor Adams, Mr. Williams was named, in the
will of the late Jolin Crerar, as an executor of the
Crerar estate and one of the Trustees of the
Crerar Public Library, and became its first President; was also a Director of the Chicago Public Library, and trustee of a number of large
Mr. Williams was a son-in-law of the
estates.
late Judge John D. Caton, and his oldest daughter
Ijecame the wife of Major-General Wesley Meri-itt, a few months before his death, which occurred at Hamilton Beach, N. H., June 19, 1899
his remains lieing interred in hLs native town
of Woodstock, Vt.
WILLIAMS, Robert Ebenezer, lawyer, born
Dec. 3, 1825, at Clarksville, Pa., his grandfathers
on both sides being soldiers of tlie Revolutionary
War. In 1830 his parents removed to Washington in tlie same State, where in boyhood lie
worked as a mechanic in his father's shop,
attending a common school in the winter until

—
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he readied the age of 17 years, when he entered
Washington College, remaining for more than a
year.
He then began teaching, and, in 1845
went to Kentucky, where he pursued the business
of a teacher for four years. Tlien he entered
Bethany College in West Virginia, at the same
time prosecuting liis law studies, but left at the
close of his junior year, when, having been
licensed to practice, he removed to Clinton,
Texas. Here lie accepted, from a retired la^vyer,
the loan of a law library, which he afterwards
purchased; served for two years as State's Attorney, and, in 1856, came to Bloomington, 111.,
where he spent the remainder of his life in the
practice of his profession. Much of his time was
devoted to practice as a railroad attornej', especially in connection with the Chicago & Alton and
the Illinois Central Railroads, in which he
acquired prominence and wealth. He was a lifelong Democrat and, in 1808, was the unsuccessful
candidate of his party for Attorney-General of
the State. The last three years of his life he had
been in bad health, dying at Bloomington, Feb.
15, 1899.

in

WILLIAMS, Samuel, Bank President, was born
Adams County, Ohio, July 11, 1830; came to

Winnebago County, 111., in 1835, and, in 1842,
removed to Iroquois County, where he held various local offices, including that of County Judge,
to which he was elected in 1801. During his
later years he had been President of the Watseka
Died, June 16, 1896.
Citizens' Bank.
WILLIAMSON, RoUin Samuel, legislator and
jurist, was born at Cornwall, Vt., May 23, 1839.
At the age of 14 he went to Boston, where he
began life as a telegraph messenger boy. In
two years he had become a skillful operator, and,
as such, was employed in various offices in New
England and New York. In 1857 he came to
Chicago seeking employment and, through the
fortunate correction of an error on the part of
the receiver of a message, secured the position of
operator and station agent at Palatine, Cook
County. Here he read law during his leisure
time without a preceptor, and, in 1870, was
admitted to the bar. The same year he was
elected to the lower House of the General
Assembly and, in 1872, to the Senate. In 1880 he
was elected to the bench of the Superior Court of
Cook County, and, in 1887, was chosen a Judge
of the Cook County Circuit Court.
Died, August 10, 1889.
WILLIAMSON COUNTY, in the southern part
of the State, originally set off from Franklin and
organized in 1839. The county is well watered.

the principal streams being the Big Muddy and
the South Fork of the Saline. The surface is
undulating and the soil fertile. The region was
originally well covered with forests. AU the
cereals fas well as potatoes) are cultivated, and
rich meadows encourage stock-raising. Coal and
sandstone underlie the entire coimty. Area, 440
square miles; population (1880), 19,324: (1890)
22,226.

WILLIAMSVILLE, a village of Sangamon
County, on the Chicago & Alton Railroad, 12
miles north of Springfield has a bank, a newspaper and coal-mines. Population (1890), 444.
WILLIS, Jonathan Clay, soldier and former
Railroad and Warehouse Commissioner, was born
in Sumner County, Tenn. June 27, 1826 brought
to Gallatin County, 111., in 1834, and settled at
;

;

,

Golconda in 1843; was elected Sheriff of Pope
County in 1856, removed to Metropolis in 1859,
and engaged in the wharf-boat and commission

He entered the service as Quartermaster of the Forty -eighth Illinois "Volunteers in
1861, but was compelled to resign on account of
injuries, in 1863 was elected Representative iv
the Twenty-sixth General Assembly (1868),
appointed Collector of Internal Revenue in 1869,
business.

;

and Railway and Warehouse Commissioner in
1892, as the successor of John R. Tanner, serving
until 1893.

WILMETTE, a town in Cook County, 14 miles
north of Chicago, on the Chicago & Northwestern
Railroad.
It is a handsome suburb of Chicago,
located on the shore of Lake Michigan, which is
here bordered by a bluff about 100 feet higk.
Population (1880), 419; (1890), 1,458.
WILMINGTON, a city of Will County, on the
Kankakee River and the Chicago & Alton Railroad, 53 miles from Chicago and 15 south-southwest of Joliet has considerable manufactures, a.
national bank, a graded school, several cliurche*
and two newspapers. Wilmington is the location
of the Illinois Soldiers' Widows' Home. Popu;

lation (1880), 1,872; (1890),

1,.576.

WILSON,

Charles Lush, journalist, was bora
Oct. 10, 1818, educated in the common schools and at an academy
in his native State, and, in 1835, removed to Chicago, entering the employment of his older
brothers, who were connected with the construction of the Illinois & Michigan Canal at Joliet.
His brother, Richard L. having assume
of "The Chicago Daily Journal" (the
of "The Chicago American'"), in|1844, Charles L.
took a position in the office, ultimately securing
a partnership, which continued until the death
in Fairfield County, Conn.,

,
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of his brother in I806, when he succeeded to the
ownership of the pajjer. Jlr. Wilson was an
jirdent friend and supporter of Abraham Lincoln
for the United States Senate in 1858, but, in 1860,
favored the nomination of Mr. Seward for the
Presidency, though earnestly supporting Mr. Lincoln after his nomination. In 1861 he was
appointed Secretary of the American Legation at
London, serving with the late Minister Charles
Francis Adams, imtil 1864, when he resigned and
resumed his connection with "The Journal." In
1875 his health began to fail, and three years
later, having gone to San Antonio, Tex., in the
hope of receiving benefit from a change of climate, he died in that city. March !), 1878.—
Richard Lush (Wilson), an older brother of the
preceding, the first editor and publisher of "The
Chicago Evening Journal," the oldest paper of
consecutive publication in Chicago, was a native

of

New

b'-other

York.

John

Coming

L., in 1834,

Chicago with his
they soon after estab-

to

&

lished themselves in business on the Illinois
Michigan Canal, then in course of construction.

In 1844 he took charge of "The Chicago Daily
Journal" for a publishing committee which had
jmrchased the material of "The Chicago American," but soon after became principal proprietor.
In April, 1847, while firing a salute in honor of
the victory of Buena Vista, he lost an arm and
was otherwise injured by the explosion of the cannon. Early in 1849, he was appointed, by President Taylor, Postmaster of the city of Chicago,
but. having failed of confirmation, was compelled
to retire in favor of a successor appointed by
Millard

Fillmore,

eleven

months

later.

Mr.

Wilson published a little volmne in 1842 entitled
"A Ti-ip to Santa Fe," and, a few years later,
a .story of travel under the title, "Short RavelDied, December, 1856.
lings from a Long Yarn."
John Lush (Wilson), another brother, also a

—

native of Mew York, came to Illinois in 1834, was
afterwards associated with his brothers in business, being for a time bu.siness manager of "The
Chicago Journal;" also served one term as SherDied, in Chicago, April 13,
itT of Cook Coimty.
1888.

WILSOJf, Isaac Grant, jurist, was born at
N. Y.. April 26, 1817, graduated
from Brown University in 1838, and the same
year came to Chicago, whither his father's
family had preceded him in 1835. After reading
law for two years, he entered the senior class at
Cambridge (Mass.) Law School, graduating in
1841.
In August of that year he opened an
iliddlebury.

oflfice

at Elgin, and, for ten years "rode the cir-
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In 1851 he wiis elected to the bench of
the Thirteenth Judicial Circuit to fill a vacancy,
and re-elected for a full term in 1855, and again
in '61.
In November of the latter year lie was
commissioned the first Colonel of the Fiftysecond Illinois 'Volunteer Infantry, but resigned,
a few weeks later, and resmned his place upon
the bench. From 1867 to 1879 he devoted himself to private practice, which was largely in
the Federal Courts. In 1879 he resumed his seat
upon the bench (this time for the Twelfth Circuit."

and was at once designated as one of the
Judges of the Appellate Court at Chicago, of
which tribunal he became Chief Justice in 1881.
In 1885 he was re-elected Circuit Judge, but died,
about the close of his term, at Geneva, June 8,
cuit),

1891.

WILSON, James Orant, soldier and author,
was born at Edinburgh, Scotland, April 28, 1833,
and, when only a year old, was brought by his
father, William "W^ilson, to America. Tlie family
at Poughkeepsie, N. Y., where James
Grant was educated at College Hill and under
private teachers. After finisliing his studies he

settled

became his father's partner in business, but, in
1855, went abroad, and, shortly after his return,
removed to Chica.go, where he founded the first
literary paper established in the Northwest.
At
the outbreak of the Civil War. he disposed of his
journal to enlist in the Fifteenth Illinois Cavalry,

which he was commissioned Major and afterwards promoted to the colonelcy.
In August,
1863, while at New Orleans, by advice of General
Grant, he accepted a commission as Colonel of
the Fourth Regiment United States Colored
Cavalry, and was assigned, as Aid-de-camp, to
tlie staff of the Commander of the Department of
of

tlie

Gulf, filling

past

this

until

April,

1865.

When General Banks was relieved. Colonel Wilson was brevetted Brigadier-General and placed
in command at Port Hudson, resigning in July,
1865, since which time his home has been in NewYork. He is best known as an author, having
published numerous addresses, and being a fre([uent contributor to American and European
magazines. Among larger works which he has
written or edited are "Biographical Sketches of
Illinois OflJicers"; "Love in Letters"; "Life of
General U. S. Grant"; "Life and Letters of
Fitz Greene Halleck" "Poets and Poetry of
Scotland"; "Bryant and His Friends", and
"Appleton's Cyclopedia of American Biography."
WILSO\, James Harrison, soldier and military engineer, was born near Shawneetown, 111..
Sept. 2. 1837.
His grandfather, Alexander Wil;
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son,

was one

of the

pioneers of Illinois, and
was an ensign durand a Captain in tlie Black

his father (Harrison Wilson)

ing the

War

of 1813

Hawk War. His brother (Bluford Wilson)
served as Assistant Adjutant-General of Volunteers during tlie Civil War, and as Solicitor of the
United States Treasury during the 'whisky ring"
prosecutions. James H. was educated in the
'

common

schools,

at

McKendree

College,

and

United States Military Academy at West
from the latter in 1860, and
being assigned to the Topographical Engineer
Corps. In September, 1861, he was promoted to
a First Lieutenancy, then served as Chief Topographical Engineer of the Port Royal expedition
until March, 1862; was afterwards attached to

Dana.

His home, in recent years, has been in

New York.
WILSON, John M., lawyer and jurist, was
born in New Hampshire in 1802, graduated at

—

Bowdoin College in 1824 the classmate of Frankand Nathaniel Hawthorne studied law
New Hampshire and came to Illinois in 1835,
locating at Joliet; removed to Chicago in 1841,
where he was the partner of Norman B. Judd,

lin Pierce

;

in

the

serving, at different periods, as attorney of the

Point, graduating

Chicago & Rock Island, the Lake Shore & Michigan Southern and the Cliicago & Northwestern
Railways; was Judge of the Court of Common
Pleas of Cook County, 1853-59, when he became
Presiding Judge of the Superior Court of Chicago,

the Department of the South, being present at
the bombardment of Fort Pulaski; was Aid-decamp to McClellan, and participated in the battles of Soutli

Mountain and Antietam was made
;

Lieutenant-Colonel of Volunteers in November,
1862; was Chief Topographical Engineer and
Inspector-General of the Army of the Tennessee
until October, 1863, being actively engaged in
the operations around Vicksburg; was made
Captain of Engineers in May, 1863, and BrigadierGeneral of Volunteers, Oct. 31, following. He
also conducted operations preliminary to the
battle of Chattanooga and Missionary Ridge, and
Later, he was placed
for the relief of Knoxville.
in command of the Third Division of the cavalry
corps of the Army of the Potomac, serving from
May to August, 1864, under General Sheridan.
Subsequently he was transferred to the Department of the Mississippi, where he so distinguished
himself that, on April 20, 1865, he was made
Major-General of Volunteers. In twenty-eight
days he captured five fortified cities, twentythree stands of colors, 288 guns and 6,820 prisoners among the latter being Jefferson Davis. He
was mustered out of the volunteer service in
January, 1866, and, on July 28, following, was
commissioned Lieutenant-Colonel of the Thirtyfifth United States Infantry, being also brevetted
Major-General in the regular army. On Dec. 31,
1870, he returned to civil life, and was afterwards
largely engaged in railroad and engineering oper-

—

ations, especially in

West Virginia. Promptly
war with Spain (1898)

after the declaration of

General Wilson was appointed, by the President,
Major-General of Volunteers, serving until its
He is the author of "China: Travels and
close.
Investigations in the Middle Kingdom" "Life of
Andrew J. Alexander"; and the "Life of Gen,
•U. S. Grant," in conjunction with Charles A.
;

Died, Dec.

serving until 1868.

WILSON, John
side County,

111.,

P., lawyer,

July

3,

7,

1883.

was born

in

White-

1844; educated in the

and at Knox College, Galesburg,
graduating from the latter in 1865; two years
later was admitted to the bar in Chicago, and
speedily attained prominence in his profession.
During the World's Fair period he was retained
as covinsel by the Committee on Grounds and
Buildings, and was prominently connected, as
counsel for the city, with the Lake Front litiga-

common

schools

tion.

WILSON, Robert
in

L., early legislator,

Washington County,

was born

Pa., Sept. 11, 1805,

taken

to Zanesville, Ohio, in 1810, graduated at Frank-

College

lin

in 1831, studied

law and, in

was

1833,

to Athens (now in Menard County), 111.
elected Representative in 1836, and was one

removed

;

members from Sangamon County, known
the "Long Nine," wlio assisted in securing the

of the

as

removal of tlie State Capital to Springfield. Mr.
Wilson removed to Sterling, Whiteside County,
in 1840, was elected five times Circuit Clerk and
served eight years as Probate Judge. Immediately after the fall of Fort Sumter, he enlisted as
private in a battalion in Washington City under
command of Cassius M. Clay, for guard duty
until the arrival of the Seventh New York Regiment. He subsequently assisted in raising
troops in Illinois, was appointed Paymaster by
Lincoln, serving at Washington, St. Louis, and,
after the fall of Vicksburg, at Springfield being
mustered out in November, 1865. Died, in Whiteside County, 1880.
WILSON, Robert S., lawyer and jurist, was
born at Montrose, Susquehanna County, Pa., Nov.
1812; learned the printer's art, then studied
6,
law and was admitted to the bar in Allegheny
County, about 1833; in 1836 removed to Ann
Arbor, Mich., where he served as Probate Judg*

—
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and State Senator in 1850 came to Chicago, was
elected Judge of the Recorder's Court in lHo'3,
and re-elected in 1858, serving ten years, and
proving "a terror to evildoers. "' Died, at Law;

rence, Mich., Dec. 23, 1882.

WILSON, William, early jurist, was born in
Loudoun County, Va. April 27, 1794; studied law
with Hon. John Cook, a distinguished lawj-er,
and minister to France in the early part of the
century; in 1817 removed to Kentucky, soon after
came to Illinois, two years later locating in White
County, near Carmi, which continued to be his
home during the remainder of his life. In 1819
he was appointed Associate Justice of the
Supreme Court as successor to William P.
,

who is described by Governor Ford as
rascal and no lawyer," and who held
only about nine months. Judge Wilson
was re-elected to the Supreme bench, as ChiefJustice, in 1825, being then only a little over 30
years old, and held office until the reorganization
of the Sui>reme Com-t under the Constitution of
1848 a period of over twenty-nine years, and,
with the exception of Judge Browne's, the longest term of ser\ice in the liistory of the court.
He died at his home in White County, April 29,
1857.
A Whig in early life, he allied himself
with the Democratic part}- on the dissolution of
the former. Hon. James C. Conkling, of Springfield, says of him. "as a writer, his style was clear
and distinct; as a lawyer, his judgment was
sound and discriminating."
WINCHESTER, a city and the county-seat of
Scott County, founded in 1839, situated on Big
Sandy Creek and on the line of the Chicago,
Burlington & Quincy Railroad, 29 miles south of
Beardstown and 84 miles north by west of St.
The surrounding region is agricultural
Louis.
and largely devoted to wheat growing. Winchester is an important shipping point, having three
grain elevators besides two flouring mills. The
city also has plow and furniture factories, a packing house and a saw-mill. There are four Protestant and one Catholic church, a court house,
a high school, two banks and two weekly newsPopulation (1880), 1,626; (1890), 1,542;
papers.
(1899), estimated, 2,000.
WINDSOR, a city of Shelby County at the crossing of the Cleveland. Cincinnati, Chicago & St.
Louis and the Wabash Railways, 11 miles northPopulation (1880), 768;
ea.st
of Shelby ville.
Foster,

"a great

oflBce

—

(1890), 888.

was born in Philadelphia. Pa.. April
graduated at Washington (Pa. College

sociologist,
9,

1838,

"detached ward" or "village" plan, a departure
from then existing methods, which marks an era
in the treatment of insane in the United States.

Mr. Wines conducted the investigation into the
condition and number of tlie defective, dependent and delinquent das.ses throughout the country, his report con.stituting a separate volume
under the "Tenth Census." and rendered a similar service in connection with the eleventh
census (1890). In 1887 he was elected Secretary
of the National Prison Association, succeeding to
the post formerly held by his father, Enoch Cobb
After the inauguration of

Wines, D.D., LL.D.
Governor Tanner in

he resumed his former
the Board of Public
1899, when he again
tendered his resignation, having received the
appointment to the position of Assistant Director
position of

WINES, Frederick Howard, clergyman and
)

5!)")

serving as tutor there for a
short time, entered Princeton Theological Seniinaiy, but was compelled temporarily to discontiime his studies on account of a weakness of
the eyes. The Presbytery of St. Louis licensed
him to preach in 1860, and. in 1862, he was commissioned Hospital Chaplain in the Union army.
During 1862-64 he was stationed at Springfield,
Mo., participating in the battle of Springfield on
Jan. 8, 1863, and being personally mentioned for
bravery on the field in the otVicial report. Reentering the seminary at Princeton in 1864, he
graduated in 1865, and at once accepted a call to
the pulpit of the First Presbyterian Church of
Springfield, 111., which he filled for four years.
In 1869 he was appointed Secretary of the newly
created Board of Commissioners of Public Charities of Illinois, in which capacity he continued
until 1893, when he resigned.
For the next four
years he was chief!}' engaged in literary work, in
lecturing before universities on topics connected
with social science, in aiding in the organization
of charitable work, and in the condut't of a
thorough investigation into the relations between
liquor legislation and crime.
At an early period
he took a prominent part in organizing the
various Boards of Public Charities of the United
States into an organization known as the National
Conference of Charities and Corrections, and. at
the Louisville meeting (1883), was elected its
President.
At the International Penitentiary
Congress at Stockholm (1878) he was the official
delegate from Illinois. On his return, as a result
of his observations while abroad, he submitted
to the Legislature a report strongly advocating
the construction of tlie Kankakee Hospital for
the Insane, then about to be built, upon the
in 1857, and, after

Charities,

1897,

Secretary of

remaining until

)

;
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which he now holds. He
the author of "Crime and Reformation"" (1895)

of the Twelfth Census,
is

uumeroufi pamphlets and brochures, among which may
be mentioned "Tlie County Jail System; An
Argument for its Abolition" (1878) "The Kankaof a voluminous series of reports

;

also of

;

kee Hospital" (1882); "Provision for the Insane
"Conditional
the United States"
(1885);
Liberation, or the Paroling of Prisoners" (1886),
and "American Prisons in the Tenth Census"
in

(1888).

WINES, Walter B., lawyer (brother of Frederick H. Wines), was born in Boston, Mass., Oct.
10, 1848, received his primary education at Williston Academy, East Hamn+on, Mass., after which
lie entered
Middlebury College, Vt., taking a
classical course and graduating there.
He afterwards became a student in the law department

Columbia College. N. Y. graduating in 1871,
being admitted to the bar the same year and
of

,

commencing practice in New York City. In 1879
he came to Springfield, 111., and was, for a time,
with the bar of that city. Later, he
where he has been engaged
and journalistic work.

identified

removed

to Chicago,

in literary

WINNEBAGO COUNTY, situated in the
"northern tier," bordering on the Wisconsin
was organized, under an act passed in
1836, from La Salle and Jo Daviess Counties, and
has an area of 553 square miles. The county is
drained by the Rock and Pecatonica Rivers.
State line

;

The surface is rolling prairie and the soil fertile.
The geology is simple, the quaternary deposits
being underlaid by the Galena blue and buff
limestone, adapted

for building

purposes.

All

the cereals are raised in abundance, the chief
product being corn. The Winnebago Indians

(who gave name to the county) formerly lived
on the west side of the Rock River, and the Pottawatomies on the east, but botli tribes removed
westward in 1835. (As to manufacturing interests,

see

Rockford.)

Population

(1880),

30, .505;

(1890), 39,938.

WINNEBAGO WAR.

The name given to an
Indian disturbance which had its origin in 1837,
during the administration of Gov. Ninian
Edwards. The Indians had been quiet since the
conclusion of the War of 1813, but a few isolated
outrages were sufficient to start terrified "runners" in all directions. In the northern portion
of the State, from Galena to Chicago (then Fort
Dearborn) the alarm was intense. The meagre

was summoned and
were called for. Meanwhile, 600
United States Regular Infantry, under command

militia force of the State

volunteers

Henry Atkinson, put in an appearance.
Besides the infantry, Atkinson had at his disposal

of Gen.

some

130

mounted sharpshooters.

The origin

of

the disturbance was as follows: The Winnebagoes attacked a band of Chippewas, who were
(by treaty) under Government potection, several
of the latter being killed.
For participation in
this offense, four Winnebago Indians were summarily apprehended, surrendered to the Chippe-

was and

shot.

Meanwhile, some dispute had

arisen as to the title of the lands, claimed by the
Winnebagoes in the vicinity of Galena, which

had been occupied bj- white miners. Repeated
and of reprisal, along the Upper
mutual distrust. A gathering of the Indians around two keel-boats, laden
with supplies for Fort Snelling, which had
anchored near Prairie du Cliien and opposite a
Winnebago camp, was regarded by the whites as
a hostile act. Liquor was freely distributed, and
there is historical evidence that a half-dozen
drunken squaws were carried off and shamefully
maltreated. Several hundred warriors assembled
to avenge the deception which had been practiced
upon them. They laid in ambush for the boats
on their return trip. The first passed too rapidly
to be successfully assailed, but the second
grounded and was savagely, yet unsuccessfully,
acts of hostility

Mississippi, intensified

The presence of General Atkinson's
an actual outbreak, and, on his
demand, the great AVinnebago Chief, Red Bird,
with six other leading men of the tribe, sur-

attacked.

forces prevented

rendered themselves as hostages to save their
nation from extermination. A majority of these
were, after trial, acquitted. Red Bird, however,
unable to endure confinement, literally pined to
death in prison, dying on Feb. 16, 1838. He is
described as liaving been a savage of superior
intelligence and noble character.
A treaty of
peace was concluded with the Winnebagoes in a
council held at Prairie du Chien, a few months
later, but tlie affair seems to have produced as
much alarm among the Indians as it did among
the whites. (For Winnebago Indians see page 576.
WINNETKA, a village of Cook County, on the
Chicago & Northwestern Railway, I6V2 miles
north of Chicago. It stands eighty feet above
the level of Lake Michigan, has good schools
(being the seat of the Winnetka Institute), several churches, and is a popular residence town.
Population (1880), 584; (1890), 1,079.
WINSTON, Frederick Hampton, lawyer, was
born in Liberty County, Ga., Nov. 20, 1830, was
brought to Woodford County, Ky., in 1835, left
an orphan at 12, and attended the common
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schools until

18,

wlien, retiuiiing to tSeor^iia, he

engaged in cotton manufacture. He finally
began the study of law with United States Senator W. C. Dawson, and graduated from Harvard

Law School

in 1852; spent .some

W. M. Evarts

of

in

New

time in the office
York, was admitted to

the bar and came to Chicago in 1853, where he
formed a partnership with Norman B. Judd,

afterwards being associated with Judge Henry
W, Blodgett; served as general solicitor of the
Lake Shore and Michigan Southern, the Chicago,
Rock Island & Pacific and the Pittsburgh, Fort
Wayne & Chicago Railways remaining with the
In 1885 he was appointed,
latter twenty years.
by President Cleveland, Minister to Persia, but
resigned the following year, and traveled extensively in Russia, Scandinavia and other foreign
Mr. Winston was a delegate to the
countries.
Democratic National Conventions of 1868. 'Tfi and
"84 first President of the Stock Yards at Jersey
City, for twelve years President of the Lincoln
Park Commission, and a Director of the Lincoln
National Bank.

—

;

WISCONSIN CENTRAL LINES. The Wiscon
Company was organized, June 17,
and subsequentlj- acquired the Minnesota,

insure the protection of

mileage

is

415.-1(>

owns 258.90— only

The

all interests.

miles, of

which

tlie

total

Companv

a mile in Illinois. A
line, 58.10 miles in length, with 8.44 miles of
.side-track (total, 6G..54 miles), lying wholly within
tlie State of Illinois, is operated by the Chicago &
Wisconsin and furnishes the allied line an en.10 of

trance into Chicago.

WITHROW,

Thoma.s F., lawyer, was born in
1.S33, removed with his parents
Ohio in childhood, attended the Western
Reserve College, and, after the death of his
father, taught school and worked as a printer,
later, editing a paper at Mount Vernon.
In 1855
he removed to Janesville, Wis., where he again
engaged in journalistic work, studied law, was
admitted to the bar in Iowa in 1857, settled at
Des Moines and served as private secretary of
Governors Lowe and Kirkwood. In 1800 he
became Supreme Court Reporter; served as
Chairman of the Republican State Central Committee in 1863 and, in 1866, became associated
with the Rock Island Railroad in the capacity of
Virginia in March,

to

was made chief law officer of the
in 1873. and removed to Chicago, and,
was promoted to the po.sition of General

local attorney,

sin Central

Comiiany

1887,

in 1890,

Croix & Wisconsin, the Wisconsin & Minnethe Chippewa Falls & Western, tlie St.
Paul & St. Croix Falls, the Wisconsin Central, the
Penokee, and the Packwaukee & Montebello Railroads, and assumed the leases of the Milwaukee
& Lake Winnebago and the Wisconsin & Minnesota Roads. On July 1, 1888, the company began
to operate the entire Wisconsin Central sj'stem,
with the exception of the Wisconsin Central
Railroad and the leased Milwaukee & Lake Winnebago, which remained in charge of the Wisconsin Central Railroad mortgage trustees until
Nov. 1, 1889, when these, too, passed under the
control of the Wisconsin Central Company. The
Wisconsin Central Railroad Company is a reorganization (Oct. 1, 1879) of a company formed
Jan. 1, 1871. The Wisconsin Central and the
Wisconsin Central Railroad Companies, though
differing in name, are a financial unit: tlie
former holding most of the first mortgage bonds
of the latter, and substantially all its notes, stocks
and income bonds, but, for legal reasons (such as
the protection of land titles), it is necessary that
,separate corporations be maintained.
On April
1, 1890, the Wisconsin Central Company executed
a lease to the Northern Pacific Railroad, but this
was set aside by the courts, on .Sept. 27, 1893, for

Died, in Chicago, Feb. 3, 1893.
WOLCOTT, (l)r.) Alexander, early Indian
Agent, was bom at East Windsor, Conn., Feb.
14, 1790; graduated from Y^ale College in 1809,
and, after a course in medicine, was commissioned, in 1812, Surgeon's Mate in the United
States Army.
In 1820 he was appointed Indian
Agent at Fort Dearborn (now Chicago), as successor to Charles Jouett— the first Agent— who
had been appointed a United States Judge in
Arkansas. The same year he nci'oinpanied General Lewis Cass and Henry Schoolcraft on their
tour among the Indians of the Northwest; was
married in 1823 to Ellen Marion Kinzie, a
daughter of Col. John Kinzie, the first permanent settler of Chicago; in 1825 was appointed a
Justice of the Peace for Peoria County, which
then included Cook County was a Judge of
Election in 1830, and one of the purchasers of a
block of ground in the heart of the present city
of Chicago, at the first sale of lots, held Sept. 27,
1830. but died liefore the close of the year.
Dr.
Wolcott appears to have been a high-minded and
honorable man, as well as far in advance of the
mass of pioneers in point of education and intel-

non-payment of rent, and was finally canceled.
On the same day receivers were appointed to

CA(iO. (See Northirestern Vniversity
Medical School.)

St.

sota,

Coun.sel.

;

ligence.

WOMAN'S iMEDICAL COLLEGE OF CHIWoman's

;
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WOMAN

SUFFRAfiE.

540 square miles.

(See Suffrage.)

WOOD, Benson, lawyer and Congressman, was
born in Susquehanna County, Pa., in 1839; received a common school and academic education
at the age of 30 came to Illinois, and, for two
He then
years, taught school in Lee County.
enlisted as a soldier in an Illinois regiment,
attaining the rank of Captain of Infantry after
the war, graduated from the Law Department of
the old Chicago University, and has since been
engaged in the practice of his profession. He
was elected a member of the Twenty-eighth Gen;

Assembly

eral

Republican

(1872)

National

and was a delegate to the
Conventions of 1876 and

Mayor

of the city of Effingresides.
In 1894 he was
the Fifty-fourth Congress by the
Republicans of the Nineteenth District, which has
uniformly returned a Democrat, and, in office,
proved himself a most industrious and efficient
member. Mr. Wood was defeated as a candidate

1888

also served as

;

ham, where he now
elected to

for re-election in 1896.

WOOD,

John,

pioneer, Lieutenant-Governor

and Governor, was born at Moravia, N.
30, 1798

Y., Dec.

—his father

being a Revolutionary soldier
served as Surgeon and Captain in the
At the age of 21 years young "Wood re-

who had
army.

moved

to Illinois, settling in

County, and building the

first

of the present city of Quincy.

what

is

now Adams

log-cabin on the site

He was

of the vipper house of the Seventeenth

a

member

and Eight-

eenth General Assemblies, and was elected Lieutenant-Governor in 1859 on the same ticket witli
Governor Bissell. and served out the unexpired
term of the latter, who died in office. (See Bissell, William H.
He was succeeded bj' Richard
Yates in 1861. In February of that year he was
appointed one of the five Commissioners from
Illinois to the "Peace Conference" at Washington,
consider
to
methods for averting
civil war.
The following May he was appointed
Quartermaster-General for the State by Governor
Yates, and assisted most efficiently in fitting out
the troops for the field. In June, 1864, he was
commissioned Colonel of the One Hundred and
Thirty-seventh Illinois Volunteers (100-days' men)
and mustered out of service the following September. Died, at Quincy, June 11, 1880. He
was liberal, patriotic and public-spirited. His
fellow-citizens of Quincj' erected a monument to
)

his

memory, which was appropriately dedicated,

July

4. 188;i.

WOODFORD COUNTY,

situated a little north
of the center of the State, bounded on the west
by the Illinois River organized in 1841 area.
;

:

The surface

is

generally level,

except along the Illinois River, the soil fertile
The county lies in the northern section of the great coal field of the State.
Eureka is the county-seat. Other thriving cities
and towns are Metamora, Minonk, El Paso and
Roanoke. Corn, oats, wheat, potatoes and barley
are the principal crops. The chief mechanical
industries are flour manufacture, carriage and
wagon-making, and saddlery and harness work.
Population (1880), 21,620; (1890), 21,439.
WOODHULl, a village of Henry County, on
the New Boston branch of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincj' Railroad, 15 miles west of Galva;
the district is agricultural the town has a bank
and a weekly newspaper. Population (1890), 608.
WOODMAN, Charles W., lawyer and Congressman, was born in Aalborg, Denmark, March 11,
1844; received his early education in the schools
of his native country, but took to the sea in I860,
following the life of a sailor until 1863, when,
coming to Philadelphia, he enlisted in the Gulf
Squadron of the United States. After the war.
he came to Chicago, and, after reading law for
some time in the office of James L. High, graduated from the Law Department of the Chicagi
University in 1871. Some years later he wa-s
appointed Prosecuting Attorney for some of the
lower courts, and, in 1881, was nominated by the
Judges of Cook County as one of the Justices of
the Peace for the city of Chicago. In 1894 he
became the Republican candidate for Congress
from the Fourth District and was elected, but
failed to secure a renomination in 1896.
Died, in
Elgin Asylum for the Insane, March 18, 1898.
WOODS, Robert Mann, was born at Greenville,
Pa., April 17, 1840; came with his parents to Illinois in 1842, the family settling at Barry, Pike
County, but subsequently residing at Pittsfield,
Canton and Galesburg. He was educated at
Knox College in the latter place, which was his
home from 1849 to "58; later, taught school in
Iowa and Missouri until 1861, when he went to
Springfield and began the study of law with
Milton Hay and Shelby M. CuUom. His law
studies having been interrupted by the Civil
War, after spending some time in the mustering
and disbursing office, he was promoted by Governor Yates to a place in the executive office,
from which he went to the field as Adjutant of
the Sixty-fourth Illinois Infantry, known as the
"Yates Sharp-shooters." After participating,
with the Armj' of the Tennessee, in the Atlanta
campaign, he took part in the "March to the
Sea," and the campaign in the Carolinas, includ-

and well watered.

;

^
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ing the siege of Savannah and the forcing of
Salliahatchie,

where

lie

tlie

Jistinguislieii himself, as

taking of Columbia. Fayetteville,
( heraw, Raleigh and Bentonville.
At the latter
place he had a horse shot under him and won the
brevet rank of Major for gallantry in the held,
having previously been commissioned Captiiin of
Company A of his regiment. He also served on
the staffs of Gens. Giles A. Smith, Benjamin F.
Potts, and William W. Belknap, and was the last
mustering officer in General Sherman's army.
In 1867 Major Woods removed to Chicago, where
he was in business for a number of years, serving
as chief clerk of Custom House construction
from 1873 to 1877. In 1879 he purchased "The
Daily Republican" at Joliet, which he conducted
successfully for fifteen years. While connected
with "The Republican, " he served as Secretary of
the Illinois Republican Press Association and in
various other positions.
Major Woods was one of the founders of the
Grand Army of the Republic, whose birth-place
also in the

was

(See

in Illinois.

Grand Army of

the

Repub-

lic:
also Stephen sun. I>r. B. F.) When Dr.
Stephenson (who had been Surgeon of the Fourteenth Illinois Infantry), conceived the idea of
founding such an order, he called to his assistance Major Woods, who was then engaged in
vrriting the histories of Illinois regiments for the
Adjutant-General's Report. The Major wrote
the Constitution and By-laws of the Order, the

charter blanks for all the reports,
official order bears his name as the
General of the Order, as follows
HBAnmiARTEB."! dk

etc.
first

The

first

Adjutant-

member

of the lower house of the Legislature,
being elected a second time in 18f)8. In 1843 he
was the Whig candidate for Congress in the
Fifth District, but was defeated by Stephen A.
Douglas. He was a member of the Constitutional
Conventions of 1847 and 1869-70. In 1848 he was
elected a Judge of the First Judicial Circuit,

remaining in

office until 1867.

Died, in 1877.

WOODSTOCK, the county-seat of McHenry
County, situated on the Chicago & Northwestern
Railway, about 51 miles northwest of Chicago
and 32 miles east of Rockford. It contains a
house, six churches, two banks (one
National), three newspaper offices, foundry anil
machine shops, feed ami planing mills, canning
works, pickle, cheese and butter factories.

court

Besides possessing excellent public schools, it is
the seat of the Todd Seminary for boys. Population (1880), 1.475; (1890), 1,683.

WORCESTER, Linus E., State Senator, was
born in Windsor, Vt., Dec. a, 1811, was educated
common schools of liis native State and at
Chester Academy, came to Illinois in 1836, and,
after teaching three years, entered a dry-goods
•store at Whitehall as clerk, later becoming a
in the

He was also engaged in various other
branches of business at different times, including
the drug, hardware, grocery, agricultural implepartner.

UF THK RK
18611.

OKNERAL

WOODSON, David Meade, lawyer and jurist,
was born in Jessamine County, Ky., May 18,
1800; was educated in private schools and at
Transylvania University, and retid law with lii.^
father. He served a term in the Kentucky Legislature in 1832, and, in 1834, removed to Illinois,
settling at Carrollton, Greene County.
In 1839
lie was elected State's Attorney and, in 1840, a

ORDKR.S
TUe following named offlcera are herebj
No. 1.
appointed and assigned to duty at these headquarters. They
will be obeyed and respected accordingly:
Colonel Jules C. Webber. A.D.f. and Chief of Staff.
Colonel John SI. Snyder. Quartermaster-General.
Major RohiTt M. Woods. .WJutant-General.
Captain John A. Ligbtfoot. Assistant Adjutant-Uenerul.
Captain John S. Phelps, Ald-de-Camp.
By order of B. F. Stephenson, Department Commander.
RiiBERT M. Woons,
'

(

Major Woods afterwards organized the various
Departments in the West, and it has been conceded that he furnished the money necessary to
carry on the work during the first six months of
the existence of the Order. He has never
accepted a nomination or run for any political
office, but is now engaged in financial business in
Joliet and Chicago, with his residence in the
former place.

ment and lumber business. In 1843 he was
appointed Postmaster at Whitehall, serving
twelve years was a member of the Constitutional
Convention of 1847, served as Count j' Judge for
six years from 1853, and as Trustee of the Institution for the Deaf and Dumb, at Jacksonville,
from 1859, by successive reappointments, for
twelve years. In 1856 he was elected, as a Democrat, to the State Senate, to succeed John M.
Palmer, resigned; was re-elected in 1860, and, at
the session of 1805, was one of the five Democratic members of that Ixidy who voted for the
ratification of the Emancipation Amendment of
the National Constitution. He was elected
Coimty Judge a second time, in 1803, and reelected in 1867, served as delegate to the Democratic National Convention of 1876, and, for more
than thirty years, was one of the Directors of the
Jacksonville branch of the Chica;;o & Alton
;

;
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charged with supervision of women's parand of the exhibits
women's work.
The supreme executive power was vested in
the Joint Board of Control. The site selected
was Jackson Park, in the South Division of Chi-

from the organization of the
corporation until his death, which occurred Oct.

ticipation in the Exposition,

19, 1891.

of

Railroad, serving

WORDEN, a viUage of Madison
Wabash and the

County, on the

Jacksonville, Louisville

Louis Railways, 33 miles northeast of
Population (1800), r,2i.

&

St.

St. Louis.

cago,

WORLD'S COLUMBIAN EXPOSITION.

An

exhibition of the scientific, liberal and mechanical arts of all nations, held at Chicago,

May

1

and

inception

Oct. 31, 1893.

in

November,

between

The project had
1885,

in

a

its

resolution

adopted by the directorate of the Chicago InterState Exposition Company. On July 6, 1888, the
first well defined action was taken, the Iroquois
Club, of Chicago, inviting the co-operation of six
other leading clubs of that city in ''securing the
location of

larly

an international celebration at Chi-

cago of the 400th anniversary of the discovery of
America by Columbus." In July, 1889, a decisive
step was taken in the appointment by Mayor
Cregier, under resolution of the City Council, of
a committee of 100 (afterwards increased to 356)
citizens, who were charged with the duty of
promoting the selection of Chicago as the site for
the Exposition. New York, Washington and St.
Louis were competing points, but the choice of
Congress fell upon Chicago, and the act establishing the World's Fair at that city was signed by
President Harrison on April 25, 1890. Under the
requirements of the law, the President appointed
eight Commissioners-at-large, with two Commissioners and two alternates from each State and
Territory and the District of Columbia. Col.
George R. Davis, of Chicago, was elected Director-General by tlie body tlms constituted. ExSenator Thomas M. Pahner, of Michigan, was
chosen President of the Commission and John T.
Dickinson, of Texas, Secretary. This Commission delegated much of its power to a Board of
Reference and Control, who were instructed to
act with a similar number appointed by the
World's Columbian Exposition. The latter
organization was an incorporation, with a directorate of forty-five members, elected annually by
the stockholders. Lyman J. Gage, of Chicago,

was the first President of the corporation, and
was succeeded by W. T. Baker and Harlow N.
Higinbotham.
In addition to these bodies, certain powers were
vested in a Board of Lady Managers, composed
of two members, with alternates, from each
State and Territory, besides nine from the city
of Chicago.
Mrs. Potter Palmer was chosen
President of the latter. This Board was particu-

with a

strip

connecting

Jackson and

Washington Parks, known as the "Midway
Plaisance," which was sm-rendered to "concessionaires" who purchased the privilege of giving
exhibitions, or conducting restaurants or sellingbooths thereon. The total area of the site was

—

633 acres, and that of the buildings not reckoning those erected by States other than Illinois,
and by foreign governments was about 200

—

When to this is added the acreage of the
foreign and State buildings, the total space
under roof approximated 350 acres. These figures do not include the buildings erected by
private exhibitors, caterers and venders, which
would add a small percentage to the grand total.
acres.

Forty-seven foreign Governments made appropriown buildings and
other expenses connected with oflScial representation, and there were exhibitors from eighty-six
nations.
The United States Government erected
its own building, and appropriated $500,000 to
defray the expenses of a national exhibit, besides
82,500,000 toward the general cost of the Exposition. The appropriations by foreign Governments
aggregated about §6,500,000, and those by the
States and Territories, §6,120,000— that of Illinois
being §800,000. The entire outlay of the World's
Columbian Exposition Company, up to March 31,
1894, including the cost of preliminary organization, construction, operating and post-Exposition
expenses, was §37,151,800. This is, of course,
exclusive of foreign and State expenditures,
which would swell the aggregate cost to nearly
§45,000,000.
Citizens of
Chicago subscribeA
§5,608,306 toward the capital stock of the Exposition Company, and the municipality, §5.000,000,
which was raised by the sale of bonds. (See
Thirtn-sixth General Assembly.)
The site, while admirably adapted to the purpose, was, when chosen, a marshy flat, crossed
by low sand ridges, upon which stood occasional
clumps of stunted scrub oaks. Before the gate.sof the great fair were opened to the public, the
entire area had been transformed into a dream of
beauty. Marshes had been drained, filled in and
sodded driveways and broad walks constructed
artificial ponds and lagoons dug and embanked,
and all the highest skill of the landscape gardener's art had been called into play to produce
ations for the erection of their

;

MAP OF
THE GROUNDS OF THE
)VOJlLpS pOJ^UM^IAj^ EXJ'OpiJIOj^
Jackson Park
showing the General Arrangement
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varied and striking effects.

But the task liad
been a Herculean one. There were seventeen
(or, as they may be called, departmental) buildings, all of beautiful and ornate
principal
design,

and

all of

vast size.

They were known

the Manufacturers' and Liberal Arts, the
Machinery. Electrical, Transportation, Woman's,
Horticultural, Mines and Mining, Anthropological, Administration, Art Galleries, Agricultural,
Art Institute, Fisheries, Live Stock, Dairy and
Forestry buildings, and the Music Hall and CaSeveral of these had large annexes. The
sino.
Manufacturers' Building was the largest. It was
rectangular (1687x787 feet), having a ground
area of 31 acres and a floor and gallery area of
as

acres.
Its central chamber was
1280x380
with a nave 107 feet wide, both hall and
nave being surrounded by a gallery 50 feet wide.
It was four times as large as the Roman Coliseum
and three times as large as St. Peter's at Rome
17,000,000 feet of lumber, 13,000,000 pounds of
steel, and 2,000,000 pounds of iron had been used

44

feet,

in its construction, involving a cost of §1,800,000.

was

originally intended to open the Exposion Oct. 21, 1892, the quadri-centenColumbus" discovery of land on the
Western Hemisphere, but the magnitude of the
undertaking rendered this impracticable. Consequently, while dedicatory ceremonies were held
on that day, preceded by a monster procession and
followed by elaborate pyrotechnic displays at
night, May 1, 1893, was fixed as the opening day
the machinery and fountains being put in operation, at the touch of an electric button by PresiIt

tion, formally,

nial

of

—

dent Cleveland, at the close of a short address.
The total number of admissions from that date
to Oct. 31, was 27,530,460—the largest for any
single day being on Oct. 9 (Chicago Day) amounting to 761,944. The total receipts from all sources
(including National and State appropriations,

amounted to §28,151,168.75,
of which $10,626,330.76 was from the sale of tick
and $3,699,581.43 from concessions. The
ets,
subscriptions, etc.),

aggregate attendance fell short of that at the
Paris Exposition of 1889 by about 500,000, while
the receipts from the sale of tickets and concessions exceeded the latter by nearly §5,800,000.
Subscribers to the Exposition stock received a
return of ten per cent on tlie same.
The Illinois building was the first of the State
buildings to be completed. It was also the
largest and most costly, but was severely criticised from an architectm-al standpoint.
The
exhibits showed the internal resources of the
State, as well as the development of its govern-

COl

mental system, and its progress in civilization
from the days of the first pioneers. The entire
IlUnois exhibit in tlie State building was under
charge of the State Board of Agriculture, wlio
devoted one-tenth of the approi)riation, and a like
proportion of floor space, to the exhibition of the

work

of

Illinois

women as scientists,
Among special

authors,

artists, decorators, etc.

features

were State trophies and
relics, kept in a lire-proof memorial hall the display of grains and minerals, and an immense
of the Illinois exhibit

:

;

topographical map (prepared at a cost of §15,000),
drafted on a scale of two miles to the inch, showing the character and resources of the State, and
correcting many serious cartographical errors
previously undiscovered.

WORTHEN, Amos

Henry, scientist and State
was born at Bradford, Vt., Oct. 31,
emigrated to Kentucky in 1834, and, in 1836.
removed to Illinois, locating at Warsaw. Teaching, surveying and mercantile business were his
pursuits until 1843, when he returned to the
East, spending two years in Boston, but returning to Warsaw in 1844. His natural predilections
were toward the natural sciences, and, after
coming west, he devoted most of his leisure time
to the collection and study of specimens of
mineralogy, geology and conchology. On the
organization of the geological survey of Illinois
in 1851, he was appointed assistant to Dr. J. (J.
Norwood, then State Geologist, and, in 1858, succeeded to the office, having meanwhile spent
Geologist,
1813,

three years as Assistant Geologist in the first Iowa
As State Geologist he published seven
volumes of reports, and was engaged upon the

survey.

when overtaken by deatli, May 6, 1888.
These reports, which are as comprehensive as
they are voluminous, have been reviewed and
eighth

warmly commended by the leading scientific
and Europe. In 1877
work was discontinued, and the State Historical Library and Natural History Museum were
established. Professor Worthen being placed in
charge as curator. He was the author of various
valuable scientific i)apers and member of numerperiodicals of this cpuntry
field

ous scientific

.societies

in

this

country and

in

Europe.

WORTHIXJTOJf,

Xicholas Ellsworth, ex-Congressman, was born in Brooke County, W. Va.,
March 30, 1836. and completed his education at
Allegheny College, Pa., studied Law at Morgantown, Va., and was admitted to the bar in 1860.
He is a resident of Peoria, and, by profession, a
lawyer: was County Superintendent of Schools
of Peoria County from 1868 to 1872. and a mem-

,

;
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ber of the State Board of Education from 1809 to
1872.
In 1882 he was elected to Congress, as a

Democrat, from the Tenth Congressional District,
and re-elected in 1884. In 1886 he was again a
candidate, but was defeated by liis Republican
opponent. Philip Sidney Post. He was elected
Circuit Judge of the Tenth Judicial District in
1891, and re-elected in 1897.
In 1894 he served
upon a commission appointed by President Cleveland, to investigate the labor strikes of that year
at Chicago.

WRIGHT, John

Stephen, manufacturer, wa.s
born at Sheffield, Mass., July 16, 1815; came to

Chicago in

with

1832,

liis

father, wlio

opened a

store in that city; in 1837, at his own expense,
built the first school building in Chicago in 1840
;

established

"The

Prairie Farmer,'"

which

lie

con-

ducted for many years in the interest of popular
education and progressive agriculture. In 1852
he engaged in the manufacture of Atkins" selfraking reaper and mower, was one of the promoters of the Galena & Chicago Union and the
Illinois Central Railways, and wrote a volume
entitled, "Chicago: Past, Present and Future,""
published in 1870. Died, in Chicago. Sept. 26, 1874.
WULFF, Henry, ex-State Treasurer, was born
in Meldorf,

Germany, August

24,

1834;

came

to

Chicago in 1863, and began his political career as
a Trustee of the town of Jefferson. In 1866 he
was elected County Clerk of Cook County, and
re-elected in 1890 in 1894 became the Republican
;

nominee for State Treasurer, receiving, at the
November election of that year, the unprecedented plurality of 133,427 votes over his Democratic opponent.

WYANET,

a town of Bureau County, at the
tlie Chicago, Burlington & Quincy
and the Chicago, Rock Island & Pacific Railways,
7 miles southwest of Princeton.
Population
(1890), 670.

WTLIE, (Rev.) Samuel, domestic missionary,
born in Ireland and came to America in boyhood
was educated at the University of Pennsylvania
and the Theological Seminary of the Reformed"
Presbyterian Church, and ordained in 1818.
Soon after this he came west as a domestic missionary and, in 1820, became pastor of a church
at Sparta, 111., where he remained until his death,
20,

1872,

where.

after a pastorate of

his pastorate the

colonies to form

He

is

52 years.

church sent out a dozen

new church

organizations elsedescribed as able, eloquent and

scholarly.

WYMAX,

(Col.)

John

Massachusetts, July

was born in
and educated in the

B., soldier,

12, 1817,

when

Superintendent of Construction, and, later, as conductor on the New York & New Haven Railroad
finally, in 1850, becoming Superintendent of the
Connecticut River Railroad. In 1852 he entered
the service of the Illinois Central Railroad Company, assisting in the survey and construction of
the line under Col. R. B. Mason, the Chief Engi-

becoming Assistant SuperinHe was one
town of Amboy,
in Lee County, and its first Mayor, also serving
a second term. Having a fondness for military
affairs, he was usually connected with some milineer,

and

finally

tendent of the Northern Division.

of the original proprietors of the

—

organization while in Cincinnati being
attached to a company, of which Prof. O. M.
Mitchell, the celebrated astronomer (afterwards
Major-General Mitchell), was Captain. After
coming to Illinois he became Captain of the Chicago Light Guards. Having left the employ of
the Railroad in 1858, he was in private business
at Amboy at the beginning of the Civil "War in
tary

1861. As Assistant- Adjutant General, by appointment of Governor Yates, he rendered valuable
service in the early weeks of the war in securing
arms from Jefferson Barracks and in the organi-

zation of the three-months"

regiments. Then,
having organized the Thirteenth Illinois "Volunthe first organized in the State
for the three years" service he was commissioned its Colonel, and, in July following, entered
upon the duty of guarding the railroad lines in
Southwest Missouri and Arkansas. The following year his regiment was attached to General
Sherman's command in the first campaign
against Vicksburg. On the second day of the
Battle of Chickasaw Bayou, he fell mortally
wounded, dying on the field, Dec-. 28, 1862. Colonel Wyman was one of the most accomplished
and promising of the volunteer soldiers sent to
the field from Illinois, of whom so many were
former employes of the Illinois Central Railteer Infantry

intersection of

March
During

schools of that State until 14 years of age,

he became a clerk in a clothing store in his native
town of Shrewsbury, later being associated with
mercantile establishments in Cincinnati, and
again in his native State. From 1846 to 1850 he
was employed successively as a clerk in the car
and machine shops at Springfield, Mass., then as

—

—

road.

WYOMING, a town of Stark County, 31 miles
north-northwest from Peoria, at the junction of
the Rock Island & Peoria and the Buda and Rushville branch of the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy
Railway; has a high school, several churches;
two banks, flour mills, machine shop, and two

.
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weekly newspapers.
Population

Coal

.is

also

mined

here.

most vigorous opponents of
participant in the

XEMA, a village of Clay County, on the
more & Ohio Southwestern Railroad. 87
Population

Balti-

miles

(1890), 878.

Y.VTES CITY, a village of Knox County, at
the junction of the Peoria Division of the Chi& Quincy Railroad, with the
Rusliville branch, 23 miles soutlieast of Galesburg. The district is agricultural, and the
town has banks and a newspaper. Population
cago. Burlington

(1890), 687.

YATES, Henry, pioneer, was born in Caroline
County, Va.. Oct, 29, 1786 being a grand-nephew
of Chief Justice John Marshall; removed to Fayette County, Ky., where he located and laid out
the town of Warsaw, which afterwards became
the county-seat of Gallatin County. In 1831 he
removed to Sangamon County, 111., and, in 1832,
settled at the site of the present town of Berlin,
which he laid out the following year, also laying
out the town of New Berlin, a few j^ears later, on
the line of the Wabasli Railway. He was father
of Gov. Richard Yates.
Died, Sept. 13, 1865.-Henry (Yates), Jr., son of the preceding, was born
at Berlin, 111. March 7, IX'drt engaged in merchandising at New Berlin; in 1862, raised a company
of volunteers for the One Hundred and Sixth
Regiment Illinois Infantry, was appointed Lieutenant-Colonel and brevetted Colonel and Briga-

—

,

;

dier-General,
lie was accidentally sliot in 1863,
and suffered sun-stroke at Little Rock, from
which he never fully recovered. Died, .Vugust

YATES, Richard, former Governor and United
States Senator, was born at

Warsaw, Ky., Jan.
of English descent.
In 1831 he accompanied his father to Illinois, the family settling
18, 1815,

first

at Springfield

County.

He

and

later at Berlin,

Sangamon

soon after entered Illinois College,

from which he graduated in 1835. and .subsequently read law with Col. John J. Hardin, at
Jacksonville, whicli tliereafter Ijecame liis home.

was elected Representative in the GenAssembly from Morgan County, and was

In 1842 he
eral

re-elected in 1H44,

ami again

in 1848.

tlie

Kansas- Nebraska

Bill in the Thirty-third Congress,

(1880), 1,086; (1890), 1,116.

east of St. Louis.

C03

In 1850 he

was a candidate for Congi-ess from the Seventh
District and elected over MaJ. Thomas L. Harris,
the previous incumbent, being the only Whig
Representative in tlie Tliirty-second Congress
from Illinois. Two years later he was re-elected
over John Calhoun, but was defeated, in 1854,
by his old opponent, Harris. He was one of the

movement

and an early

for the organization

of the Republican

party to resist the furtlier
extension of slavery, being a prominent speaker,
on the .same platform with Lincoln, before the
first Republican State Convention held at Blooniington, in May. 1856, and serving as one of tlie
Vice-Presidents of that body. In 1860 lie was
elected to the executive chair on the ticket
headed by Abraham Lincoln for the Presidency-,
and, by his energetic support of the National
administration in its measures for tlie suppression
of the Rebellion, won the sobriquet of "the Illinois War-Governor." In 1865 he was elected
United States Senator, serving until 1871. He
died suddenly, at St. Louis. Nov. 27, 1873, while
returning from Arkansas, whitlier he had gone,
as a United States Commissioner, by appointment
of President Grant, to inspect a land -subsidy
railroad.
He was a man of rare ability, earnestness of purpose and extraordinary personal magnetism, as well as of a lofty order of patriotism.
His faults were those of a nature generous,
impulsive and warm-hearted.
YORKYILLE, the county-seat of Kendall
Countj-. situated on the south brancli of Fox
River and on the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy
Railroad, some 12 miles southwest of Aurora.
It
has a bfmk, a church and a weekly newspaper.
Population (1880), 365; (1890), 375.
\'OUN<T, Brigrham, Mormon leader, was born
at Whittingham, Vt.. June 1, 1801, joined the
Mormons in 1831 and, the next year, became associated with Joseph Smitli. at Kirtland, Ohio, and,
in 1835, an "apostle."
He accompanied a considerable body of that sect to Independence, Mo.,
but was driven out with them in 1837. settling
for a short time at Quincy, 111., but later removing to Nauvoo, of which he was one of the founders.
On the assassination of Smith, in 1844, he
became the successor of the latter, as head of the
Mormon Church, and, the following year, headed
tlie

exodus from

Illinois,

which

finally resulted in

the Mormon settlement in Utah. His sub.sequent
career there, where he was appointed Governor
by President Fillmore, and, for a time, successfully defied national authority, is a matter of
national rather than State history. He remained
at the head of the Mormon Church until his
deatli at Salt

Lake

City,

August

29, 1877.

YOUNG, Richard Montgomery, United

States

was born in Kentucky in 1796, studied
law and removed to Jonesboro. 111., where he was
admitted to the b.-ir in IH17; served in the Second

Senator,

;
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General Assembly (1820-23) as Representative
from Union County was a Circuit Judge, 1825-27
;

Presidential Elector in 1828

;

Circuit

Judge again,

1829-37 elected United States Senator in 1837 as
;

W.

Ewing, serving until 1843,
when he was commissioned Justice of the Su-

successor to

L. D.

preme Court, but resigned in 1847 to become
Commissioner of the General Land OfSce at
Washington. During the session of 1850-51, he
served as Clerk of the National House of Representatives.
Died, in an insane asylum, in Washington, in 1853.

TOUIVO MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION,
permanently organized at Chicago, in 1858,
although desultory movements of a kindred character had previously been started at Peoria,
Quincy, Chicago and Springfield, some as early
first

as 1854.

From

1858 to 1872, various associations

were formed at different points throughout the
State, which were entirely independent of each
The first effort looking to union and
mutual aid, was made in 1872, when Robert
Weidensall, on behalf of the International Committee, called a convention, to meet at Bloomington, November 6-9.
State conventions have been
other.

held annually since 1872. In that of 1875, steps
were taken looking to the appointment of a
State Secretary, and, in 1876, Charles M. Morton
assumed the office. Much evangelistic work was
done, and new associations formed, the total
number reported at the Champaign Convention,
in 1877, being sixty-two.
After one year's work
Mr. Morton resigned the secretaryship, the office
remaining vacant for three years. The question
of the appointment of a successor was discussed
at the Decatur Convention in 1879, and, in April,
1880, I. B. Brown was made State Secretary, and
has occupied the position to the present time
At the date of his appointment the
(1899).
official figures showed sixteen associations in Illinois, with a total membership of 2,443, and property valued at §126,500, including building funds,
the associations at Chicago and Aurora owning
buildings.
Thirteen officers were employed,
none of them being in Chicago. Since 1880 the
work has steadily grown, so that five Assistant
State Secretaries are now employed. In 1886, a
plan for arranging the State work under departmental administration was devised, but not put
in operation until 1890.
The present six departments of supervision are; General Supervision,
in charge of the State Secretary and his Assistants; railroad and city work; counties and
towns; work among students; corresponding
membership department, and office work. The

last named are under one executive head,
but each of the others in charge of an Assistant

two

who is responsible for its development
work is under the supervision of a
Executive Committee of twenty-seven
members, one-third of whom are elected annually.
WilUs H. Herrick of Chicago has been its chairman for several years. This body is appointed
by a State convention composed of delegates
from the local Associations. Of these there were,
in October, 1898, 116, with a membership of
The value of the property owned was
15,888.
$2,500,000. Twenty-two occupy their own buildings, of which five are for railroad men and one
Weekly gatherings for young men
for students.

Secretary,

The

entire

State

numbered 248, and there are now representatives
or correspondents in 665 communities where no
organization has been effected. Scientific physical culture is made a feature by 40 associations,
and educational work has been largely developed.
The enrollment in evening classes, during 1898-99,
was 978. The building of the Chicago branch
(erected in 1893) is the finest of its class in the
world. Recently a successful association has
been formed among coal miners, and another
among the first grade boys of the Illinois State
Reformatory, while an extensive work has been
conducted at the camps of the Illinois National
Guard.

ZANE, Charles S., lawyer and jurist, was born
Cumberland County, N. J., March 2, 1831, of
English and New England stock. At the age of
19 he emigrated to Sangamon County, lU., for a
time working on a farm and at brick-making.
From 1852 to '55 he attended McKendree College,
but did not graduate, and, on leaving college,
engaged in teaching, at the same time reading
law. In 1857 he was admitted to the bar and
in

commenced

practice at Springfield.

The

follow-

He had
William H.

ing year he was elected City Attorney.
for

partners,

at

different

times,

Herndon (once a partner of Abraham Lincoln)
and Senator Shelby M. CuUom. In 1873 he was
elected a Judge of the Circuit Court for the Fifth
Judicial Circuit, and was re-elected in 1879,
In
1883 President Arthur appointed him Chief Justice of Utah, where he has since resided, though
superseded by the appointment of a successor by
President Cleveland.
At the first State election in Utah, held in November, 1895, he was
chosen one of the Judges of the Supreme Court
of the new Commonwealth, but was defeateil
for re-election, by his Democratic opponent, in

SUPPLEMENT.
The foUowins

matter, received too lato for insertion iu the body of this worlt.

COGHLAN,

Joseph Bullock, naval
officer, was born in Kentucky, ami, at the age of
15 years, came to Illinois, living on a farm for a
time near Carlyle, iu Clinton County. In 1«G0 he
was appointed by his uncle, Hon. Philip B.
Fouke then a Repre.seutative iu Congress from
the Belleville District to the Naval Academy at
Annapolis, graduating in 1863, and being promoted through the successive grades of Ensign,
Master, Lieutenant, Lieutenant-Commander, and
Commander, and serving upon various vessels
Until Nov. 18, 1893, when he was commissioned
Captain and, in 1897, assigned to the command
of the battleship Raleigli, on the Asiatic Station.
He was thus connected with Admiral Dewey's
Sfjuadron at the beginning of the Spanish- American War, and took a conspicuous and brilliant part
in the atfair in Manila Bay, on May 1, 1898, which
(Capt.)

—

—

resulted in the destruction of the Spanish

fleet.

Captain Coghlan's connection with subsequent
events in the Philippines was in the highest
degree creditable to himself and the country.
His vessel (the Raleigh) was the first of Admiral
Dewey's squadron to return home, coming by
way of the Suez Canal, in the summer of 1899, he
and his crew receiving an immense ovation on
their arrival in

CRANE,

New York

liarbor.

James Lyons, clergyman,
was born at Mt. Eaton, Wayne
County, Ohio, August 30, 1823, united with the
Methodist Episcopal Church at Cincinnati in
1841, and, coming to Edgar County, Illinois, in
(Bev.)

army

chaplain,

1842,

attended a seminary at Paris .some three
He joined the Illinois Conference in 1846,

years.

and was assigned to the Danville circuit, afterwards presiding over charges at Grandview, Hillshoro, Alton, Jacksonville, and Springfield at the
last two points being stationed two or more

—

times, besides serving as Presiding Elder of the
Paris, Danville, and Springfield Districts.
The

importance of the stations which he filled during
his itinerant career served as evidence of his
recognized ability and popularity as a preacher.

in the

form of a supplement.

In July, 1861, he was appointed Chaplain of the
Twenty-first Regiment Illinois Volunteers, at
that time commanded by Ulysses S. Grant as
and, although he remained with the
regiment only a few months, the friendship then
established between him and the future commander of the armies of the Union lasted through
their lives. This was shown by liis appointment
by President Grant, in 1869, to the position of
Postmaster of the city of Springfield, which came
to him as a personal comjiliment, being reappointed four years afterwards and continuing
After retiring from the
in office eight years.
Springfield postoffice, he occupied charges at
Island Grove and Shelbyville. his death occurring
at the latter place, July 29, 1879, as the result of
an attack of paralysis some two weeks previous.
Mr. Crane was married in 1847 to Miss Elizabeth
Mayo, daughter of Col. J. Mayo a prominent
citizen of Edgar County, at an early day his
Rev.
wife surviving him some twenty years.
Charles A. Crane and Rev. Frank Crane, pastors
of prominent Methodist churches in Boston and
Colonel,

—

—

Chicago, are sons of the subject of this sketch.
DAWES, Charles Gates, Comptroller of the
Treasury, was born at Marietta, Ohio, August 27,
186.5; graduated from Marietta College in 1884,

and from the Cincinnati Law School in 188G;
worked at civil engineering during his vacations,
finally becoming Chief Engineer of the Toledo &
Ohio Railroad. Between 1887 and 1894 he was
engaged in the practice of law at Lincoln, Neb.,
but afterwards became interested in the gas business in various cities, including Evanston, 111.,
which became his home. In 1896 he took a leading part in securing instructions by the Republi-

can State Convention at Springfield in favor of
the nomination of Mr. McKinley for the Presidency, and during the succeeding campaign
served as a member of the National Republican
Committee for the State of Illinois. Soon after
the accession of President McKinley, he was
appointed Comptroller of the Treasury, a position
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which he now

holds.

Mr.

Dawes

is

the son of

R. B. Dawes, a former Congressman from Ohio,
and the great-grandson of Manasseh Cutler, who

was an influential factor in the early history of
the Northwest Territory, and has been credited
with exerting a strong influence in shaping and
securing the adoption of the Ordinance of 1787.
DISTIN, (Col.) William L., former Department Commander of Grand Army of the Repubthe State of Illinois, was born at
lic for
Cincinnati, Ohio, Feb. 9, 1843, his father being of
English descent, while his maternal grandfather
was a Colonel of the Polish Lancers in the army
of the first Napoleon, who, after the exile of his
leader, came to America, settling in Indiana.
The father of the subject of this sketch settled at
Keokuk, Iowa, where the son grew to manhood
and in February, 1863, enlisted as a private in the
Seventeenth Iowa Infantry, having been twice
rejected previously on account of physical ailment. Soon after enlistment he was detailed for
provost-marshal duty, but later took part with
his regiment in the campaign in Alabama.
He
served for a time in the Fifteenth Army Corps,
under Gen. John A. Logan, was subsequently
detailed for duty on the Staff of General Raum,
and participated in the battles of Resaca and
Tilton, Ga. Having been captured in the latter,
he was imprisoned successively at Jacksonville
(Ga.),

Montgomery, Savannah, and

Andersonville.
effecting

From

finally at

the latter he succeeded in
was recaptured and

his escape, but

returned to that famous prison-pen.
Having
escaped a second time by assuming the name of
a dead man and bribing tlie guard, he was again
captured and imprisoned at various points in Mississippi until exchanged about the time of the
assassination of President Lincoln. He was then
80 weakened by his long confinement and scanty
fare that he had to be carried on board the
steamer on a stretcher. At this time he narrowly
escaped being on board the steamer Sultana,
which was blown up below Cairo, with 2,100
soldiers on board, a large proportion of whom lost
their lives.
After being mustered out at Davenport, Iowa, June 38, 1865, he was employed for a
time on the Des Moines Valley Railroad, and as a
messenger and route agent of the United States
Express Company. In 1872 he established himself in business in Quincy, 111., in which he
proved very successful. Here he became prominent in local Grand Army circles, and, in 1890,

was unanimously elected Commander of the
Department of lUinois. Previous to this he had
been an oflScer of the Illinois National Guard, and

with the rank of
as Aid-de-Camp,
on the staff of Governors Hamilton,
Oglesby and Fifer. In 1897 Colonel Distin was
appointed by President McKinley Surveyor-Gen-

served

Colonel,

eral for the Territory of Alaska, a position
(1899)

he

still

DUMMER,

Henry

was born at
was educated in

E., lawyer,

Hallowell, Maine, April

Bowdoin

which

holds.

9,

1808,

College, graduating there in the class of

which he took a course in law at Cambridge Law School, and was soon after admitted
Then, having spent some two years
to the bar.
in his native State, in 1833 he removed to Illinois,
settling first in Springfield, where he remained six
1837, after

a part of the time a partner of
T. Stuart, who afterwards became the first
partner in law of Abraliam Lincoln. Mr. Dummer had a brother, Richard William Dummer,
who had preceded him to Illinois, living for a
time in Jacksonville.
In 1838 he removed to
Beard,stown, Cass County, which continued to be
his home for more than a quarter of a century.
During his residence there he served as Alderman, City Attorney and Judge of Probate for
Cass County also represented Cass County in the
Constitutional Convention of 1847, and, in 1860,
was elected State Senator in the Twenty-second
Mr.
General Assembly, serving four years.
Dummer was an earnest Republican, and served
that party as a delegate for the State-at-large to
the Convention of 1864, at Baltimore, which
nominated Abraham Lincoln for the Presidency a
In 1864 he removed to Jacksonsecond time.
ville, and for the next year was the law partner
of David A. Smith, until the death of the latter
in 1865.
In the summer of 1878 Mr. Dummer
went to Mackinac, Mich., in search of health, but
died there August 13 of that year.
ECKELS, James H., ex-Comptroller of the
Currency, was bom of Scotch-Irisli parentage at

years, being for

John

;

Princeton, 111., Nov. 33, 1858, was educated in
the common schools and the high school of his
native town, graduated from the Law School at
Albany, N. Y., in 1881, and the following year
Here he conbegan practice at Ottawa, 111.

tinued in active practice mitil 1893, when he was
appointed by President Cleveland Comptroller of
the Currency, serving until May 1, 1898, when he
resigned to accept the presidency of the Commercial National Bank of Chicago. Mr. Eckels
manifested such distinguished ability in the discharge of his duties as Comptroller that he
being
received the notable compliment of
retained in office by a Republican administration

more than a year

after the retirement of Presi-
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dent Cleveland, while his selection for a place at
the head of one of the leading banking institutions of Chicago was a no less marked recognition
He was a Delegate
of his abilities as a financier.
from the Eleventh District to the National
Democratic Convention at Chicago in 1892, and
represented the same district in the Gold Democratic Convention at Indianapolis in 1896, and
assisted in framing the platform there adopted
which indicated his views on the financial questions involved in the campaign of that year.
FIELD, Daniel, early merchant, was born in
Jefferson County, Kentucky, Nov. 30, 1790, and
settled at Golconda, 111., in 1818, dying there in
1855.
He was a man of great enterprise, engaged
in merchandising, and became a large landholder, farmer and stock-grower, and an extensive
shipper of stock and produce to lower Mississippi
He married Elizabeth Dailey of
markets.
Charleston, Ind., and raised a large family of
children, one of whom, Philip D., became Shertffi
while another, John, was County Judge of Pope
His daughter, Maria, married Gen.
County.
Green B. Raum, who became prominent as a
soldier during tlie Civil War and, later, as a member of Congre.ss and Commissioner of Internal
Revenue and Pension Commissioner in Washington.

FIELD, (ilreeu B., member of a pioneer family,
was born within the present limits of the State of
served as a Lieutenant in the
War of 1813, was married in Bourbon County,
Kentucky, to Mi.ss Mary E. Cogswell, the
daughter of Dr. Joseph Cogswell, a soldier of the
Revolutionary War, and, in 1817, removed to
Pope County, Illinois, wliere he laid off the town
He
of Golconda, which became the county-seat.
served as a Representative from Pope County in
the First General As.sembly (1818-20), and was
the father of Juliet C. Field, who became the
wife of John Riium of Edna Field, the wife of

Indiana in

1787,

:

Dr. Tarlton Dunn, and of Green B. Field, who
was a Lieutenant in Third Regiment Illinois
Volunteers during the Mexican War. Mr. Field
was the grandfatlier of Gen. Green B. Raimi,
mentioned in the preceding paragraph. He died

of yellow fever in Louisiana in 1823.
GALE, Stephen Francis, first Chicago bookrailway promoter, was born at
seller and a
Exeter, N. H.,

March

8.

1812; at 15 years of age

became clerk in a leading book-store in Boston
came to Chicago in 183-'), and soon afterwards
opened the first book and stationery establishment in that city, which, in after years, gained
an extensive trade. In 1842 the firm of S. F.

& Co. was organized, but Mr. (ialo, having
become head of the Chicago Fire Department,
from business in 1845. As early as 184(>
lie was associated with
m. B. Ogden and John

Gale

retired

W

Turner in tlie steps then being taken to revive
Galena & Cliicago Union Railroad (now a
part of the Chicago & Northwestern), and, in
conjunction with these gentlemen, became
B.

tlie

responsible for the

and

means to purcliase the charter
from the Eastern bond-

assets of the road

liolders.

Later, he engaged in the construction

the branch road from Turner Junction to
Aurora, became President of the line and extended it to Mendota to tronnect witli the Illinois
Central at that Point.
These roads afterwards
became a part of the Chicago, Burlington &
Quincy line. A number of j'ears ago Mr. Gale
returned to his old home in New Hampshire,
where he has since resided.
HAT, John, early settler, came to the region of
Kaskaskia between 1790 and 1800, and became a
prominent citizen of St. Clair County. He was
selected as a member of the First Legislative
Council of Indiana Territory for St. Clair County
in 1805.
In 1809 he was appointed Clerk of the
Common Pleas Court of St. Clair County, and
was continued in office after the organization of
ihe State Government, serving until his death at
of

Belleville in 1845.

HAYS, John, pioneer settler of Northwest Terwas a native of New York, who came to
Cahokia, in the "Illinois Country," in 1793, and
lived there the remainder of his life.
His early
life had been spent in the fur-trade about Mackinac, in the Lake of the Woods region and about
the sources of the Mississippi; During the War
of 1812 he was able to furnish Governor Edwards
valuable information in reference to the Indians
in tlie Northwest.
He filled the office of Postmaster at Cahokia for a number of years, and was
ritory,

Sheriff of St. Clair

County from 1798

to 1818.

MOULTOJf, (Col.) George M., soldier and
building contractor, was born at Readsburg, Vt.,
March 15, 1851. came early in life to Cliicago, and
was educated in the schools of that city. By profession he is a contractor and builder, the firm of
wliich he is a member having been connected
with the construction of a number of large buildings, including some extensive grain elevators.
Colonel Moulton he(\ame a member of the Second
Regiment Illinois National Guard in June, 1884,
being elected to the office of Major, which h«
retained until January, 1893, when he wa»
appointed Inspector of Rifle Practice on the staff
of General Wheeler.
A year later he was com-

008

HISTORICAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ILLINOIS.

missioned Colonel of the regiment, a position
which he occupied at the time of the call by the
President for troops to serve in the Spanish-

American War in April, 1898.
He promptly
answered the call, and was sworn into the United
States service at the head of his regiment early
in May.
The regiment was almost immediately
ordered to Jacksonville, Fla., remaining there
and at Savannah, Ga., until early in December,
when it was transferred to Havana, Cuba. Here
he was soon after appointed Chief of Police for
the city of Havana, remaining in office until the
middle of January, 1899, when he returned to his
regiment, tlien stationed at Camp Columbia, near
the city of Havana. In the latter part of March
lie returned with his regiment to Augusta, Ga.,

where it was mustered out, April 26, 1899, one
year from the date of its arrival at Springfield.
After leaving the service Colonel Moulton
resumed his business as a contractor.

SHERMAN, Lawrence

and
General Assembly, was
Y.,

legislator

Speaker of the Forty-first
liorn in Miami County, Ohio, Nov. 6, 1858 at 3
years of age came to Illinois, his parents settling
at Industry, McDonough County.
When he had
reached the age of 10 years he went to Jasper
County, where he grew to manhood, received his
education in the common schools and in the law
;

department of McKendree College, graduating
from the latter, and, in 1881, located at Macomb,
Here he began his career
by driving a team upon the street in order to
accumulate means enabling liim to devote his
entire attention to his chosen profession of law.
He soon took an active interest in politics, was
elected County Judge in 1886, and, at the expiration of his term, formed a partnership with
George D. Tunnicliff'e and D. G. Tunnicliffe,
ex-Justice of the Supreme Court. In 1894 he was
a candidate for the Republican nomination for
Representative in the General Assembly, but
withdrew to prevent a split in the party; was
nominated and elected in 1896, and re-elected in

McDonough County.

1898,

and, at the succeeding session of the
Assembly, was nominated
Speaker by the Republican caucus and

Forty-first General

for

elected.

VIIVTARD, Philip, early

legislator,

was born

in Pennsylvania in 1800, came to Illinois at an
early day, and settled in Pope County, which he
represented in the lower branch of the Thirteenth

and Fourteenth General Assemblies. He married
Miss Matilda McCoy, the daughter of a prominent
Illinois pioneer, and served as Sheriff of Pope
County for a number of years. Died, at Golconda, in 1863.
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KNOX COUNTY.
When, in 1S18, Illinois was admitted to the
Union, it contained fifteen counties, the most
northerly of which was Madison, which then
included all the northwestern part of the
State.
An Act of Legislature, approved June
30, 1821, organized Pike County, which originally embraced all the territory lying north and
west of the Illinois River.
(Later, Schuyler
County was organized from this district.) By
a subsequent Act, of February 10, 1826, Knox
County, as such, was attached, in common with
the territory north and west of it, to Fulton

then the most prominent citizen in Northwestern Illinois, and John G. Sanburn, afterward
a leader in county affairs, were appointed to
address a petition, praying for the organization
of Knox County, to Richard M.. Young, Judge
of

the

fifth

iCounty, fon governmental purposes.
These
changes explain why, when the land records
were completed, it was not infrequently necessary to go to Lewiston, Rushville, Pittsfield,
Edwardsville, and Kaskaskia the county seat
when Illinois was but one county to secure a

election

complete chain of

on Section

—

title to

—

land conveyed.

judicial

circuit,

then

comprising

Adams, Fulton, Jo Daviess, Peoria, and Schuyler
Counties. This petition was presented to Judge
Young at Lewiston, where he was holding court,
by Pennington, Hansford. Stephen Osborn, the
first Sheriff, and Philip Hash,
one of the first
County Commissioners.
They convinced the
Judge that Knox contained three hundred and
fifty inhabitants, the number
required by law,
and on June 10, 1830, he declared the county
organized, and a little later, at Galena, fixed
the

date of the

first

was held
32, in

election as July
at the house of

Township

3,

The
B. Gum,
Range 1

1S30.

John

12 North,

a place now four miles northwest of
Galesburg; the whole county forming but
one
East,

PIONEERS AND EARLY SETTLERS.
Daniel and Alexander Robertson and Richard
Matthews, who settled in the edge of Henderson Grove in February, 1828, are usually considered the pioneers in Knox County.
Yet it
seems certain that in 1826 or 1827, a man named
Palmer, said to have been a bee hunter, came
to the township now called Maquon and built
a house on Section 3. (See Maquon Township.)

COUNTY ORGANIZATION.
Whoever may have been

the

first settler,

how-

he was soon followed by others, and on
May 15, 1830, a public meeting was held at
the store of S. S. White, in Henderson, to consider the question of county organization.
Dr.
Hansford, the only physician and the most popular man for miles around, Riggs Pennington,
ever,

election precinct.

FIRST COUNTY SEAT.
The county being thus organized, a law was
approved on January 15, 1831, which fixed the
county seat on the southwest quarter of Section
28, Township 11 North, Range 2G, where
the
Commissioners platted a village called Henderson (name afterward changed to Knoxville) and
defined the county boundaries.
As originally

these included the territory at present
included within the limits of Knox County,
together with Sections 12 and 13 North, Range
fixed,

5 East, which now form a part of Stark County,
and are known as West Jersey and Goshen.
The county gradually grew in wealth and
population. A court house and jail were built
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roads were laid out from Knoxville
almost every direction; bridges were built as

own prowess;

in 1S31-2;

his

in

of trees.

rapidly as the county's finances would permit,
and everything possible was done to stimulate

EARLY HOMES.
early settlers,

Knox County

afforded

advantages for comfortable sustenance and rapid improvement. Material for
shelter and for fuel was to be had in the groves;
game was abundant at all times, and wild fruits
in their season; honey could be found in the
hollow trees; acorns, walnuts, hickory and
hazel nuts were plentiful for the swine; and
good grazing for stock and hay to cut were in
Small fields for imsight of the cabin door.
mediate cultivation were easily made by felling
the trees, or in the rich, mellow soil from which
The prairie sod
hazel bushes had been torn.
exceptional

was tough; but
ground proved

after

the

fertile, easily

first

breaking, the
in the

worked and

highest degret? productive. To the settler with
moderate means, no prospect could be more
Needed improvements could rapidly
alluring.
be made. His buildings were sheltered by the
groves,

his

rich,

loamy

fields,

in

front

and

beyond, afforded unlimited range for his stock.
To the rugged pioneer of limited means, ease
of present subsistence and the virtually unlimited opportunity offered to industry, energy,

and prudence, were attractive. No country, new
and remote from markets, could offer better
inducements to the man without capital, seeking to work his way by the labor of his own
His own
hands, to competence and comfort.
For the
toil provided for his essential wants.
walls of his house, he cut logs from small
straight trees; from free-splitting oak or walnut,
he made his shingles; from basswood logs he
split planks; for chimney and hearth he procured stones, sticks, and clay; and for nails he
used wooden pins or thongs of hide or hickoi-y
bark. His rifle or shotgun supplied him with
meat; a small piece of ground, from which he
grubbed the hazel bush, yielded him what grain
and vegetables he needed; and a little corn, reduced to meal by pounding or grating, furnished
A coon skin made him a
flour for his bread.

Mocassins were made from skins dressed
by himself. When his sheep were sheared, his
wife, with her wheel, loom, and needle, made
The few things
the clothes for the family.
beyond his reach, he obtained by barter in some,
perhaps distant, town, offering in exchange the
skins of animals, captured or slain through
cap.

him

Despite all the privalife, the condition of
pioneer
was luxurious, when
the
compared with the lot of the man who chose
dense
forest,
or on the plains
his home in the
stared

in the face.

tions incident to pioneer

Knox County

prosperity.

To the

or honey, found in cavities
failed; starvation never

Crops never

of the far West, many of whose wants were to
be supplied only by purchase, the means for
which were often precarious, and meager at the
best.

EARLY LAND

TITLES.

How

he should meet the payments to be made
was to him an after-consideration.
Before they became a matter of solicitude, he
was more than able to meet his living expenses,
and had a surplus. If he had settled on Government land, he had to meet the cost of entry.
Most of the land, however (the school sections,
on which the neighboring settlers fixed the
for his land

price,

excepted),

was included

in

the

list

of

bounty lands, awarded to the soldiers of the
of 1812, and granted ten years before the
Very few
first settler appeared in this county.

War

of the grantees paid

any attention

to the title

They sometimes disposed of
their lands.
them, at nominal prices, to speculators, and
to

most

them were sold

of

for taxes, the tax titles

being bought and held on speculation. The settlers did not hesitate "to squat" on these lands.
The comity of neighbors secured them from any
danger of someone buying from under them,
whether the settlement was on government or
school lands, or on lands of private persons.
Owners were not likely to find profit or pleasure
in evictions, or to find

it

to their interest to

refuse terms of sale which might be considered
fair

in

neighborhood.

the

arrangements

satisfactory

Indeed, mutually

were

more

easily

obtained because of the low cost to the holder
and the questionable character of his title, and
for the additional reason that it was wellnigh impossible to arouse any compunction
in the breast of the average pioneer, as to the
unlimited use of timber belonging to nonresidents.

EARLY LICENSES.
In

those

times,

not only saloons but also

by the Coman interesting and

stores of all kinds were licensed

missioners'

Court.

It

is

significant fact that, while the fee charged for

a general store in 1836 was eight dollars per

annum, William Denby was compelled
fifty

dollars

for

the

clocks for three months.

privilege

of

to

pay

peddling

The explanation seems
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to be that the peddler

was a Yankee: shrewd.
perhaps tricky, and an object of suspicion and
distrust, as were most of those who,hailed from

Hedstrom, a Methodist clergyman, who had
emigrated from Sweden and who was then living

a different locality; for the majority of early
settlers were Kentuckians.

from

IMMIGRATION.
Take the map of the United States, and draw
a line from Galesburg through Vincennes, Indiana.
When prolonged it will penetrate the
Along that
heart of the blue grass country.
line, as a sort of main channel, with countless
outpourings on either side, flowed the tide of
settlement from Kentucky, Tennessee, and VirDown to 1832. the year of the Black
ginia.

Hawk War, Knox County settlers came mainly
from these States, either directly, or from temporary homes in southern Indiana and Illinois.
Later, with the termination of Indian, hostilities,
when immigration was resumed, the tide, at
first, set chiefly from the same sources, although
the number of settlers from the Northern
States gradually increased.

Eastern immigration set in in full force in
1836, the year of the arrival of the Galesburg
Colony. It was an era of such enterprises, and
many colonies of Easterners sought to found
cities in the West.
But in one respect the
Galesburg Colony stands alone. It was not a

money-making

These
colonists
build up a community, and those

sought to

enterprise.

members

original

of

the

colony,

who

could

not come to live on their lands, were encouraged to surrender their holdings to permanent
settlers.
This was in direct contrast with the
other colonies, where most of the
at their Eastern homes, and
lands simply for speculative purposes. It is this element of contrast, perhaps,
which largely promoted Galesburg's rapid
growth, as compared with the more tardy
development of other enterprises of a like genaction

of

members remained
held

their

eral character.

The immediate addition to the population was
From that time forward the
Southern immigration began to decline, and
New York, New England, Ohio, and Pennsylvania supplied the majority of the new arrivals.
The first considerable European accession was
considerable.

the Scotch settlement in the northeastern part
of the county, chiefly in Copley.
In 1846, a
religious

leadership
Hill,

in

corner

and communistic colony, under the
of Eric Janson, settled at Bishop

Henry County, near the northeastern
of

Knox.

Influenced

by

Rev.

.Jonas

a considerable number seceded
colony and settled on farms near
Steady immigration from Sweden
followed.
Some of the new arrivals devoted
themselves to agriculture, but more, either preferring, or better prepared for, work in town,
in

Victoria,
this

Victoria.

to Galesburg, whose rapid growth from
1850 to '57 created a demand tor their labor.
to be found in all parts of the

came

They are now

county, engaged in

all

descriptions of occupatowns and in Gales-

tions; while in the northern

burg, the Swedish element constitutes a large

proportion of the population.

The Irish first appeared in force in 1854, as
For some time they
remained content with this employment, but,
little by little, they began to seek other outlets
for their energy, many going to work upon
laborers on the railroad.

Accession to their numbers followed
farms.
through immigration from the old country.
Other foreign countries have contributed but
Negroes are
little to the county's population.
found mainly in the cities, occupying substantially the

same positions as

in other centers in

Illinois.

All the land between the Illinois

and MissisMercer

sippi Rivers, as far as the north line of

County, is in the Military Tract, so called
because the Government patented most of it
as bounty to soldiers of the War of 1812. When
the United States survey was made, the surveyors reported the character of each quarter
From these reports the patents were
section.
made out. and great care was taken to give the
soldiers the lands which were well timbered
and watered. What was left of such desirable
pieces was open to pre-emption by the first setAside from the manifest convenience
tlers.
incident to the conjunction of prairie and woodland in close proximity, the Southerners found
the flat lands objectionable for many reasons.
Cold winter winds swept over the open expanse, and these were, at times, unbroken, even
by the groves and thickets which furnished the
wood for their cabins and fences. These immigrants from the southland, moreover, brought
with them modes of building and styles adapted
to a warmer country. Before Eastern immigra-

had assumed considerable proportions, the
Knox County to be quite
settled.
There were few localities
left where both good wood and prairie land
could be found together. And they thought it

tion

residents believed

thoroughly

KNOX COUNTY.
themselves that their long, broad
ranges for stock should not be disturbed. The
settlers who came from the Bast, however, were
accustomed to rigorous winters and severe outThey knew no
door labor in cold weather.

better

for

fear of prairie winters, whose winds were offset
by the refreshing breezes of summer. Their
modes of building and dress were suited to the
climate. They brought stoves, hitherto unknown
in this new section, which reduced the labor of

They were willing to take their
fuel.
farms on the prairie and their wood lots in the
Still, the distance from
heart of the grove.
wood was an element not to be ignored in fixing

As Western competition in cattle
made grazing land less valuable, these cleared

for pasturage.

lands began to offer greater inducements for
Decay of stumps, and destruction
cultivation.
of bushes
obstacles,

and sprouts through grazing, removed
and the turf of blue grass and white
removal of the shade, pre-

clover, following the

pared the

soil for

the plough.

IMPROVED CONDITIONS.

providing

the value of land. The greater the distance, the
greater the cost of improvement and maintenance, as well as of the indispensable fuel.
For many years, prairie land was practically
unsalable unless woodland was offered in con-

nection with

it.

Gradual changes took place

which made the prairie farms more and more
Coal mines were opened, and, to
desirable.
some extent, coal began gradually to supplant
wood as fuel. Improved facilities for transportation made lumber cheaper, and revised and
more stringent stock laws made less fencing
Hedges began to be planted, and
necessary.
railroads established stations in the center of
the largest prairies. Still, in 1850, many of the
larger tracts of prairie land remained unin-

and were for sale at low prices. Yet
was the appreciation in the value of
these farms, that by 1S58, practically no open
closed,

so steady
prairie

was

left

unoccupied.

TIMBER LANDS.
of wood for improvements,
and repairs reduced the area of timber
Only a small proportion of the original

The consumption
fuel,

land.

After the founding of Galesburg the county
rapidly. Its population steadily increased
when the census returns showed
a larger population than ever before or since.
The cultivation of the land has been more ex-

grew

until near 1870,

tensive and thorough; but the number employed
in agricultural work has decreased. The farms
are made and the labor that was needed in their

making
methods

is

no longer required, while cheaper
and fencing have reduced

of building

More
the labor necessary for maintenance.
work is done, too, by casual help, living in
Holdings are larger than they were,
towns.
and fewer hands, proportionally, are employed
on large than on small farms. Another reduction in the

amount

of

manual labor needed has

resulted from the adoption of better methods of
planting, cultivating, and harvesting, three and

four horse teams and machinery having taken
the place of men. That class of small farmers

who

occupied a portion of their time at other
work has disappeared. There is an increased
tendency, on the part of those not wholly devoted to agriculture, to seek homes and employment in the towns; and this statement holds
good even of those owners who prefer to lease
their lands or place them in the Tiands of hired
men, in order to give their families the con-

forest, or even of the second growth, remains.
Yet the wood famine, so long predicted, has
been averted. The importation of lumber and
the changes in the style of building and fencing,
together with the substitution of coal for wood
as fuel, have made the timber yet standing of

venience and comforts of a town residence.
Woodcutters and coal miners are less numer-

comparatively little value to the farmer. The
woodland, stripped of trees, was long left unoccupied, except in small tracts by persons of
very limited means, who found partial occupation in teaming, mining, wood-cutting, and
It was considered
casual labor for others.
inferior to the prairie, and, eflcumbered with
stumps, bushes, and worthless trees, it was not
easily ploughed. As the prairie range for cattle
disappeared, however, these lands were enclosed

of others.

ous,

consumption

of

wood

for

fuel

having

decreased owing to the substitution of coal, oil,
and gas, while even the wood and soft coal of
this county are largely displaced by the output

With the construction

of railroads, villages

sprang up and grew rapidly. Their growth was
checked and followed by a decline, a circumstance attributable to various causes, such as
the falling off in the surrounding population,
the competition of other stations on subsequently constructed railroads and the enlarged
facilities for reaching and trading in larger
towns.

o^^^fe^^^.^
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POPULATION.
From

1870 to 1890, the population outside of

Galesburg

fell oft

twenty-five per cent, although

considerable compensation for this loss was
found in the growth of the city itself. Since
1890, however, the falling off in the townships
has been checked, while the population of Gales-

burg has steadily increased.
population follows:

A

1896.

Estimated
United States
United States
United States
United States
United States
United States
Estimated

1896.

11,333 votes for President.

1830.
1840.

1850.
1860.
1870.
1880.

1890.

table

of

the

Census
Census
Census
Census
Census
Census

OF REBELLION.

In 1861, came the war, and Knox County's
She furnished three
duty was nobly done.
thousand eight hundred and seventy-six troops,
only eighty-seven of whom were "hundred day
men"; a record exceeded by only seven counties
Of these, one hundred and twentyin Illinois.
three were killed in action, one hundred and
sixty-eight were wounded, three hundred and
forty-tour died, and ninety-six were captured.

400
7,060

13,279

28,663
39.522

38,344
38,752

45,000

In 1S40, Henderson was the most populous
township, having eight hundred and fifty-six
Knox ranked second with seven
residents.
hundred and thirty-three, and Cedar third, with
six hundred and sixteen. Since 1860, Galesburg
has been in the lead, with Knox second and

Cedar

ii-n

third.

EARLY DEVELOPMENT.
Prior to 1S54. the most important events in
the history of Knox County, after the county
seat had been laid out and the county machinery
put in motion, were the coming of the Galesburg
Colony, in 1836-7, the building of a new court
house in 1839, and a new jail in 1841, and the

changes of government from County Commissioners to County Judges in 1849, and to townDuring all this time,
ship organization in 18.53.
the county was never in debt, although taxes
exceeding
fifty cents on
low,
never
were very
the hundred dollars.
came,
imparting
railroad
a great
the
In 1854,
Impetus to the county's growth. From 1850 to
1860, the percentage of increase in population
was larger than in any other decade of its hisGalesburg profited more
tory, except the first.
from this than the rural districts, containing,
in 1860, more than one-half of the total population;
while in 1S30 it had but one-twelfth.
This led to the agitation of the question of
transferring the county seat to Galesburg,
which finally ended in its removal in 1873.
With a rising tide of immigration, pauperism
came to be a perplexing problem. An almshouse
was first built in 1866. Additions were made
in 1876 and again in 1890. (See Alms House.)

(For a list of Knox County soldiers see "Knox
County Roll of Honor," published in 1896 by the
Memorial Hall Committee of the G. A. R.) At
home, too, as well as in the field, the county
bore its part with cheerful zeal and patriotic
The people were most liberal, one
devotion.
township vieing with another in striving to
lighten the burdens of the soldiers. What wag
privately contributed cannot even be estimated;

but Galesburg Township alone gave $62,340 in
addition to the aid rendered volunteers' famThe Board of
ilies after the war had ended.
Supervisors was ever active and generous in
providing for these, and the records of that
body are full of resolutions and orders looking
end.

this

to

the

payment

$58,610 by

Large sums were borrowed for

amount reaching

of bounties, the

January

12,

1863,

and being subse-

quently materially augmented.

The

total out-

lay by Knox County on this account and for
aid to soldiers' families exceeded $400,000. Even
as late as May 1, 1866, the Board voted to con-

tinue to extend assistance to the latter
actually needing and deserving relief.

NEW COUNTY

when

BUILDINGS.

The removal of the county seat rendered the
provision of suitable county buildings at Galesburg imperative. The city had already donated
to the

county twenty thousand dollars toward

the erection of a jail, besides giving as a site for
the structure the ground on Cherry street on
which the "fire-proof building" now stands. In
addition, the municipality had agreed to provide

room

for ten years.
consideration was the building of
15, 1874, the contract
therefor was given to* I. R. Stevens, the consideration named being $34,900. It was occupied

a court

The

the

first

jail,

October

and on January

3,

following.

The

old Opera House,

on

the sovithern side of the public square in Galesburg was secured and utilized for the purposes

and no haste was shown in the
In fact, it was
not until September, 1886, that such a building
of a court room,

erection of a permanent edifice.
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was completed. It is one of the best arranged
and handsomest court houses in the State. (For
construction, see Court Houses.)
old offices, in the "flre-proof building" ou

history of

The

its

Cherry

street, had become utterly inadequate
and when the latter
vacated them, the city took possession of the
building, and at present, some of the municipal
offices are located there.

to the needs of the county,

INDUSTRIES.
The chief industries of Knox County have
always been agriculture and stock raising.
Manufactures have never played an important
part in its economic history. There is no water
transportation, and the river counties naturally
had great advantages over it prior to the building of the railroads across its surface.
The
thus obtained has been steadily kept.
Brick manufacture, however, has thrived since
steam gave better transportation facilities, and
some of the largest and best brick plants in the
lead

United States are at present located here. The
machine shops of the Chicago, Burlington and

Quincy Company also employ a large force.
Wi.at manufacturing is done is mainly at Galesburg, Abingdon, and Knoxville, to which captions the reader
information.

The county

is

is

referred for

more

detailed

everywhere underlaid with coal

of good quality, but the veins are too thin to be
profitably worked on a large scale. It has been

supposed that in Copley and Victoria coal existed in paying quantities, and to tap these coal
fields the Galesburg and Great Eastern Railroad
was built from Wataga to Etherley. (See Mining and Railroads.)

AGRICULTURE.
The

and climate are well adapted to the
growth of all cereals and grasses common to
soil

this latitude, while for stock raising they are

The attention given to each
branch of farming has varied, from time to
time, with the changes in conditions, reduction
in the cost of transportation, the opening of
unsurpassed.

new markets, changes

in

methods

Wheat was the first grain raised for transportation, the acreage sown increasing year by
year for a considerable time.
It was sold in
Peoria and Oquawka, and, before the opening of
the Illinois and Michigan Canal, was sometimes
hauled to Chicago, the farmers bringing back
salt and pine lumber.
The cost of transportation and of harvesting
determined the extent of the crop. It was cut
with cradles, bound by hand, and threshed by
tramping with horses. Extra hands in harvest
were not easily secured, and wages were
relatively high.
The first threshing machines
were Introduced about 1842; the first reapers,
about 1847. Primitive and inefficient as they
were, compared with those at present in use,
they saved labor and rendered the extension of
cultivation possible, while the improvements,
made each year upon the crude patterns of the
early days, have increased their practical value
a hundred fold. The light snow falls left the
young plants exposed to the extreme cold of
winter, which sometimes destroyed them, especially on the bleak, unprotected prairie.
On
newly broken ground, the fall growth was
usually vigorous enough to pass safely through
this danger; but on land which had been for
some time cultivated, the crop was a precarious
one, and its continued culture was due to the
introduction of improved varieties of spring
wheat. As competition from newer settlements
grew and the ravages of insects became more
fatal, less wheat was sown, until in the sixties,
wheat-culture was abandoned on most farms.
About 1883, press drills began to come into
use, and many farmers discovered that by employing this valuable agency, preparing the
ground more carefully, this cereal might be
raised with better chance of success. Its cultivation was therefore resumed, and continued for
twelve years with satisfactory results. The past
three or four years, however, have proved less
profitable.

The principal crop of the county is, and
always has been, corn. On most farms, the
acreage is limited, by necessity of such diversi-

of cultiva-

fication of crops as will give occupation to the

tion due to the introduction of machinery, and
the lowering of profits through the competition
of newer settlements.
In the early history of the county, vegetables

farmer and his men outside of the corn season,
proper rest to the soil, and pasturage and hay

and grain were raised for consumption by the
settlers themselves.
As more and more land
was placed under cultivation, the unmerchantable surplus was utilized in the raising of stock.

for stock.

But little corn was reported from the county
before the coming of the railroads. In 1S44. the
attempt was made. Prices were enhanced
at the seaboard by the excitement caused by
the Irish famine. Lorentus E. Conger, John L.
first

K N OX CO U N T
Clay,

and Joel Graham, living southwest of

Galesburg.

collected

their

surplus

corn,

pur-

chased a large crop on the neighboring Gale
farm, hauled it to Oquawka, and loaded it there
on a flat boat. They had no cornshellers. and
they shelled their corn by tramping with horses.
They carried it to New Orleans, where they sold
returning with its value in groceries and
it.
silver dollars.

Even since the construction

of

Knox County corn
has been consumed at home. The acreage was
never greater than now, and the raising of live
stock has been greatly reduced; yet only a fraction of the crop is exported.
Next to corn, the crop most extensively raised
is oats.
A large proportion of this goes out
railroads, the great bulk of

of the county.

Its relative

as compared with

its

worth

for

shipment

feeding value at

home

is

greater than that of corn.
Although a less
valuable crop than the latter, its cultivation on
some portion of the farm permits a more continuous occupation of the working force, as
well as a change the following year to grass
or clover.
Rye and barley are good crops, but generally
regarded as less desirable than either wheat
Millet, in all its varieties, is often
or oats.
profitably raised, especially on farms not well
supplied with meadow, or on ground that has
proved too wet for early planting.
Broom corn is also cultivated in some sections
with profit. The country around Galesburg and
Galva was among the first localities in the West
to make this crop a farm product, and for several years was the chief Western growing district for broom corn. Its cultivation has proved,
on the whole, very profitable, but owing to a
fall in prices and a distaste for the character
of the work which it requires it has greatly
fallen

off.

A considerable amount of maple sugar was
formerly made, the maple growing extensively
in some parts of the county, notably along the
branches of Henderson Creek.
The fine old
trees have nearly all disappeared, having been
felled to furnish fuel for the fires of the cities

and villages, while pastures and fields of grain
and grass occupy the places where they grew.
For some time, between 1S50 and a date subsequent to the close of the Civil War, there
was an extensive cultivation of sorghum, for
the manufacture of molasses for domestic use
or for barter at the store.
But as sugar grew
cheaper, and the demand for other farm products

improved,

the

industry

gradually

de-

y.

so that at present very little of this
variety of sugar cane is raised.
clined;

STOCK RAISING.
From the beginning, cattle and hogs have
been among the county's staple products. Mast
furnished food for the hogs, and all surplus
corn could thus be easily used with profit. Until
the railroads provided easy means of transportation, live hogs were sometimes driven to the
packers. As a rule, however, the animals were
dressed at home, and sold in late autumn or
For many years, they were the
farmer's chief reliance for raising ready money.
The first purchasers of cattle were drovers
from Ohio, who bought for feeders. The next
early winter.

were the packers at the river points and in
Chicago. To meet the demand, the cattle were
pastured on the prairie and wintered on prairie
hay and straw, and some corn. There was little
full feeding until the railroad reached Chicago
from Buffalo, furnishing a route thence to New

York by rail and water for live stock driven
All rail transportation folto Lake Michigan.
lowed afterwards.
From that time nothing
but full fed cattle went from Knox County.
With the loss of open range, and the increase in
cultivation of farm products, feeding became
more and more the rule. But western competition, the requirements of a growing urban population for supplies, and the increased exportation of corn, oats and hay, have altered the
policy and practice of the farmers, and reduced
the number of cattle and hogs fattened for
shipment.
Dairying has never been prominent among
the county's industries. Farmers keep cows to
supply the domestic requirements and often
export a surplus to the towns.
There are a
few small dairies, however, whose products are
sold chiefly directly to consumers.
From 1S36 to 1840. some farmers immigrating from the dairy districts in Herkimer and
Oneida counties. New York, brought with them
About ISSO,
their methods of cheesemaking.
there was begun the establishment of cheese
factories and creameries, after the pattern set by
Elgin. Several were started and very good work
was done; but the industry, as a whole, was
foreign to the habits of Knox County farmers
and laborers, and all but one or two have been
discontinued, notwithstanding the fact that the
country is well adapted to dairying. The supplying of milk to the towns is now a business
of some importance and is growing.
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The early

settlers

who made

their

own

cloth-

ing kept sheep. About 1840, large flocks were
brought in, the inducements being the little
care needed for keeping, cheapness of feed, the

high price of wool in comparison with that of
other products and the ease of transportation.
Yet sheep have gradually given way to cattle
and hogs, and now only a few, small, scattered
flocks are to be found.
The methods employed in farming and the
habits of the people in both city and country
require a large supply of horses. The county
has always raised more than were needed for the

use of

its

own

people.

deal of attention
tion

At

all

had been paid

and rearing

times, a great
to the propaga-

of this variety of stock,

Knox has never been without animals

HAY AND GRASS SEED.
Meadows and pastures occupy a
tion of the entire area.

and

of high

large por-

Until after 1850, cattle

were kept on the open range, only cows kept
for milking or high bred stock being found
within fenced fields. With close feeding, the
old prairie grass soon disappeared, giving place
to weeds, which In time were followed by a
volunteer growth of red top, blue grass, and
white clover. Some timothy was sown as early
as 1835, but there seemed little inducement to
give up ground to the preparation of artificial
meadows and the increase of meadow land was
slow.

Straw was too abundant to have any
was cheap enough to feed to

and corn
stock in winter.
value,
of

meadow

Even down

to 185S, the area

land, although gradually increasing,

A

large proportion of the farms
had none, relying, perhaps, on a small piece
In
or pastured.
of prairie, never ploughed

was

small.

1840, Nathan O. Ferris began the saving and
shipping of timothy seed and soon had a large
part of his nine hundred acre farm devoted to
this crop. The seed brought considerable better
prices in New York than did eastern seed on

account of its quality and supposed freedom
from weeds. He was followed by G. W. G.
Ferris and W. S. Gale, on neighboring farms.
In 1859, there were five hundred acres of
meadow in timothy on the Gale farm. It was
kept for a seed crop, the cost of cutting it for
hay and the great difficulty in getting the work
done at all, together with the greater value of
the seed, preventing any other use. The seed
was saved with comparatively little labor. But
as mowing machines were improved, the saving
of the

hay became

possible.

There was by this

time a large increase in the acreage of

meadow

land in the county, and the crop a fine one, for
which there was a strong demand in the Southern markets. Watkins and Brothers, in Galesburg, and W. S. Gale, on his farm procured hay
presses, and were the first to introduce that
work into Knox County. Within two years the
war demand sprang up, while an improvement
in presses permitted the shipping of heavier
loads to the car; and an industry was established that is still of importance in the county.

A CANAL-BOAT JOURNEY.
One of the most romantic episodes of Knox
County history was the journey hither by water, undertaken by some of the Galesburg colonists.
In the spring of 1836, John C. Smith, of
Oneida, N. Y., who owned some boats on the
Erie Canal, proposed that some of the colonists
should journey to Illinois in a canal-boat. The
proposition was accepted, a canal-boat was purchased on shares, and thirty-seven persons,
varying in age from three weeks to fifty years,
embarked for the long voyage, with Mr. Smith
as captain.
The starting point was at Utica,
but the various families joined the party at
different places on the way to Buffalo, where the
passengers and baggage were transferred to a
steamer which towed the empty barge. A storm
arose, and the boat was abandoned by all except the captain, who remained on board and
brought it safely into Cleveland, six days after
the steamer had landed the colonists there.
From Cleveland, the party went by canal to
Portsmouth and thence down the Ohio to Cincinnati, where they had a sort of propeller made
to take them up the Mississippi, and part
way up the Illinois rivers. It was not a
first-class machine; but they made it answer
the purpose on the Mississippi and part way up
the Illinois, until finally they had to tie to
a steamer, which conveyed them to their
landing place at the mouth of Copperas
Creek. The hot weather had been very severe,
and upon their arrival, every one of the party
was ill. The man most capable of traveling,
at once started on horseback for Log City. The
settlers there sent wagons for the party; but
Captain Smith died before reaching Log City,
and was the first to be buried in the colony
cemetery. Soon after Mr. Lyman and Mr. Mills
also passed away.
Notwithstanding the difficulties, discouragements, and illness, the trip had its bright side.
All were good-natured aiJd ready to help one

.'K
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another. On Saturday afternoons, they would
tind a good landing place and tie up the boat for
over Sunday. If near a town, they would look
up a school house and hold service in it, inviting the neighboring residents to attend. There
was one object common to them all, and that

was

new

to establish the Christian religion in the
country, and it was this thought that made

so companionable and gave them fortitude
endure the hardships that accompanied their
journey of eleven weeks.
[Taken in part from an article read by Mrs.
George Avery at the semi-centennial of the Old
First Church.]

them
to

ROADS AND BRIDGES.
Early

Knox County

settlers found little diffiwant of roads. There
and the streams were ford-

culty in traveling for

were no high
able,

hills,

during ordinary stages of the water, at

points near each other.

The deepest

valleys

were easily reached through the swales. The
marshy margins of streams were covered with
thick turf which, with

tall grass, furnished support in crossing. When continued travel cut
this up, it was only necessary to turn to either

side.

As settlement and travel increased, roads
were laid out, the most important of which ran
from the county seat to the principal points in
other counties.
As early as 1835, Knoxville
was the center of a network of such roads;
some were laid out by commissioners appointed
by the Legislature, to be changed only by act
of Legislature, others by the County Board,
subject to alteration by the same.

The

roads,

as nearly as possible, ran straight to the objective point with but slight variations made
by the character of the ground, avoiding all
difficult work and respecting the property of
actual settlers, but paying little attention to
the interests of non-residents.
When settle-

ment increased, the regard for occupants and
consequent following of property lines section
and half section the roads were less direct,
and often diverted from their original course
for the convenience of the new land-owners.

—

—

Prior to 1853, the County Commissioners (who
were, from 1849 to 1853. the County Judges)
managed the roads and bridges, giving as much
as three-fourths of their official time to this
business; for in the early days, when wagon
roads were the only means of communication,
their

making was an important undertaking.
March 1, 1827, the

In accordance with the law of

CU
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Commissioners divided the county into road
districts,

appointing a road supervisor in each,

who
the
tor

reported annually to the County Court at
December term, when they were appointed
the ensuing year. In 1S32, there were two

road districts, one comprising the county south
east, the other all north and west of Spoon
River; in 1837, the number of districts was

and

and by 1S19, it had reached sixty-three.
Bridges were built as soon as they could be
the first ones being constructed in
1836, one each over Pope and Court Creeks, two
over Haw Creek, and one over the Henderson,
five in all, at a total cost of $671.
In 1839, the
first Spoon River bridges, one at Coleman's
Ford, Section 30 of Truro Township, and one
near Maquon, about half a mile south of the
present Maquon bridge, were contracted for and
finished by September, 1840, at a cost of a little
more than ?1,500.
Upon the adoption of township organization,
the town authorities were given control of all
the roads in Knox County, including the State
roads, excepting the streets of incorporated
cities and villages.
In each township, three
sixteen,

afforded,

highway commissioners are elected for three
year terms, one being chosen each year. They
and apply the land tax and a poll tax

collect

on every voter, unless, as has generally been
done, the voters at the town meeting abolish
the poll tax. County aid is authorized under
certain conditions and has been extended to
the partial construction of bridges over large
streams.

Knox County has throughout a mellow soil
almost without gravel or sand, with little material for road building.
The conditions have
been fairly met. The difficulties, fortunately
not great when people were few, have Increased with the population, and as the growing
travel came to be confined to highways enclosed
by fences, the necessary bridging, grading, and
draining have increased.
The roads are regularly worked, culverts are made for the sloughs,
and over the streams are good bridges, often
built with stone abutments and iron girders.
Except in the city of Galesburg, there are no
paved streets. Knox County farmers do not
favor to any great extent the "good roads
movement." They do not care "to trade their
farms for a road to town." But careful drainage and the judicious use of scrapers and plows
have made the roads fairly good except for a
short time in the spring and fall. These occasional inconveniences are mitigated by the

KISOX COUNTY.
splendid system of railroads spreading out from
the county seat and bringing every farm within

a short distance of the station.

SPOON RIVER.
This stream is said to have received its name
from the circumstance that a party of spoi'tsmen, in the early days, lost their spoons while
fishing on its waters, near the present site of

London

Mills.

It enters Knox County from Peoria County,
near the northern line of Section 12, in Truro
Township, and leaves it at about the central
part of Section 34, in Chestnut, after winding
more than forty miles through Truro, Haw
Creek, Maquon, and Chestnut townships, and
for a little way on the edge of Elba and Persifer
townships. It is by far the largest stream in

the county, four-fifths of which it drains. Once
it was thought possible to make it a navigable
stream, but the decadence of river traffic stopped
effort in that direction. It is a tributary of the
Illinois.

Township and flows east about twenty miles to
Spoon River in Persifer, just below
Dahinda. The two branches of Haw Creek rise,
one near Knoxville and one in the northwestern
part of Haw Creek. They unite near the southwestern corner of Orange, and then flow nearly
due south, emptying into the Spoon in Section
24 of Chestnut
Brush Creek, the largest branch of Haw Creek,
rises in Section 34 of Galesburg, and after
draining a little more than the eastern half of
Cedar, the western half of Orange and northwestern quarter of Chestnut, joins Haw Creek
near the line between Sections 1 and 2 of Chestnut. Willow (Litter's) Creek runs west through
join

Salem and Maquon, emptying into Spoon River,
on Section 25 of Chestnut. French Creek rises
in

Peoria County, drains the greater part of

Haw Creek and Salem Townand empties into the Spoon on Section 20
Maquon. Walnut Creek is formed by the

Elba, and parts of
ships,
of

union,

in

Walnut

Grove,

of

several

small

It drains all of Lynn and Walnut
Grove and part of Ontario, Sparta, Copley and
Victoria, and joins Spoon River in Peoria
County. The Kickapoo i^ a small tributary of
the Illinois River, and flows about five miles
to the southwestern portion of Salem.

streams.

CREEKS.
Besides Spoon River, only two streams in
are of sufficient size to merit any
detailed description— Pope and Cedar Creeks.
The others are small tributaries of these, or of

Knox County

the Henderson, a river rising in Henderson
Township and flowing into the Mississippi, but
becoming important only in counties west of

Knox.
Cedar Creek flows for a few miles through
It is a
Sections 30 and 31 of Indian Point.
tributary of Spoon River, and nearly as large
as the Spoon, at their junction a little way
south of London Mills, in Fulton County. It is
sometimes called the South Fork of Spoon, and
is formed by the union, in Warren County, of
several smaller streams.

It

drains a

little

of

Galesburg and Chestnut Townships, and most

"Rock House," a
of Cedar and Indian Point.
peculiar rock formation on Cedar Creek, in
Warren County, is a favorite picnic ground for

many Knox County

people.

Pope Creek rises in Ontario and flows west to
the Mississippi, into which it empties near
Keithsburg, leaving Knox in Section 6 of Rio.
It drains about half of the township last named
and a little more than half of Ontario.
Among the more important of the minor
streams is Cedar Fork, running in a westerly
course through Galesburg Township and uniting with the Henderson in Warren County.
Court CreeK rises near the east line of Knox

LAKE GEORGE.
This attractive body of water lies about two
miles east of Galesburg, and the first house upon
its banks was built about fifteen years ago by
George W. Brown. It is three-fourths of a mile
long with a width of from ten to thirty rods.
It is fed by springs and its greatest depth is
about twenty feet. A driveway runs around
it, and there is a pleasant park here.
A little
steamer carries passengers on it, and row boats
are kept for hire. There is also a natatorium,
and the street cars from Galesburg run close
by.
It is a favorite resort for Galesburgers.
Soangetaha, the society club of Galesburg, has
its house, open only to members, on the northwest side of the lake, and the clubhouse has
been the rendezvous for most delightful picnic
and dancing parties.

MININCt— BUILDING STONE.
Of mining and building stone there

is but little
From Section 16, in Township 11
North, Range 2 East, a fairly good quality of
sandstone has been obtained and there is also
found there a conglomerate stone, that has
been largely used in laying foundations through-

in the county.

KNOX COUNTY
out the county. In some places, noticeably just
south of Yates City, the limestone ledge lies
A quarry in Section G
just above a coal vein.
has been worked for commerce. It is from one
to four feet thiclt, and yields a fairly good
building stone.
There is accessible coal in nearly every townIn the northeastern and
ship in the county.
southeastern portions, vein No. G is the surface
It is of good quality, and four and oneThe other veins range from
half feet thicli.
two and one-half to five feet in thickness. In
Henderson and Rio Townships, the surface vein

vein.

.\11
the coal veins in
is extensively worked.
the county have been located save the opening

of No. 5 and, perhaps, of No. 1.
There are,
however, comparatively few extensive mining
operations conducted, owing to the fact that in
most instances the mines are remote from the
Consequently there is not enough
railroads.
coal mined in the whole of Knox County to
meet the needs of the larger towns, which are
in no small measure supplied from mines in
neighboring counties, where better railroml
afford
facilities
cheaper transportation to
market. The time is coming, however, when
the large resources of this county will prove
valuable. The ease with which coal can be procured by the farming community from the
numerous small local handlers, at low cost,
forms one of the most promising features in the
present outlook.
The following list shows the estimated original coal acreage of the county:
Rio, 4,000:
Sparta, 6,000: Walnut Grove, 2,000; Truro.
2,000; Henderson. 6.000; Knox, 2,000; Copley,
7,000; Elba, 1,000; Cedar, 2,000; Orange, 2,000;
Maquon. 6,000; Salem, 1,000; Indian Point,
2,000; Chestnut. 2,000; Victoria, 7,000.
Total

acreage, 52,000.

There is also some coal obtainable in tho
other townships.
More or less limestone was formerly burned
on Section 24 of Township 12 North, Range 2
East, but the industry is now dead.

BRICK MANUFACTURE.
To a limited extent, brick were made in Knox
(bounty at an early date. They were certainly

made

Rio Township as early as 1836. but
there could have been only a small demand, for
few homes could boast of a chimney or hearth
of better material than clay.
The available
materials were not good; and as the yellow
clay underlying the prairie surface soil, or exin

posed in broken tiniljcr laud, was used, the
product was from very poor to barely fair.
In 1S67-8, Joseph Stafford and his friends
found in the upper Court Ci-eek valley, on the
west line of Knox Township, a large exposure
of shale, which seemed to be a good material
for roofing, when mixed with tar.
A not very
successful attempt was made to bring it into
extensive use for that purpose, but in working
it, it proved to be well suited for the making
With further treatment, an exof drain tile.
cellent quality of building brick was made, but
difTiculties were met in its profitable use for
that purpose, and its proper adaptation was
ultimately found in the production of paving
brick.

There was some demand in Galesburg for
commodity, and soon its value came to be
in other localities. A gradually growing
market was found, notwithstanding that the
works were experimental and the facilities for
tiansportation were not the best, the works
being nearly three miles from a railroad. The
construction of the Atchison, Topeka and Santa
Fe liua through Court Creek valley was
promptly followed by a branch from the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy road, and shipment of the product was rendered far easier.
I

his

known

With

improvement in transportation
companies were formed anrl
works constructed, whose
product, being found unexcelled by that of any
other locality, and equalled by the output of
the

facilities

new

additional

large

only a few, soon gained a wide and extensive
market.
Brick were made in Uniontown, Salem Township, in 1841,

where the industry was continued
Very early, also, they
in Knoxville. Galesburg and

for ten or fifteen years.

were manufactured

l)erhaps at other points.

The

first

biick

made from

shale,

the

old

yards using potter's or prairie clay, were made
in the Court Creek valley by the Galesburg
Pressed Brick and Tile Company in 1883.
In 1875, F. P. Folz and C. Piester started a
and brick works about two miles west of
the city of Abingdon, using potter's clay.
In
tile

1884. Reed, Duffield and Sons established a plant
which was cnnvtited into a paving brick
manufactory by Frank Latimer, in 1885. An

excellent quality of shale
of the city, at a depth of

is found just north
about fifty feet. In

was put in the hands of a
stock company— the Abingdon Paving Brick and
1892,

Tile

the business

Company— which now

continues

it.
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In recent years brick making has become one
In
of the great industries of Knox County.
several places, notably in the Court Creek valis found, which makes a
of paving brick; so good,
that "Galesburg Brick" are now the
standard mentioned in paving contracts west
This shale is a fine-grained, slaty
of Indiana.

a peculiar shale

ley,

most excellent quality
in

fact,

rock,

somewhat resembling soap

stone,

and

it is

chiefly (almost exclusively) used for the manufacture of paving brick, for which it has been
found best adapted. The brick are generally
large,

measuring two and five-eighths or three
seems most desirable for

inches, as this size

paving.
It is impossible to determine the precise extent
They are found near
the shale beds.
Abingdon, Knoxville and Wataga; but the largest deposits are in Knox Township, along Court
Creek. The so-called Galesburg Brick are made
in the valley of this creek by four Galesburg
The Galesburg Brick and Terracompanies.
Cotta Company, the Purington Paving Brick
Company, the Galesburg Paving Brick Company, and the Galesburg Vitrified Brick Company. These four factories have a total capacity

«f

The last
of 450,000 to 500,000 brick per day.
named has its plant in Sparta Township, near
Wataga, the other three being located in Knox
but all are in the
Township, near Randal!
The
valley of Court Creek or its branches.
pioneer concern in this locality was the Galesburg Pressed Brick and Tile Company, which
was incorporated April 4, 1883. It had a capacity
of about 45,000 brick per day. For a number of
years it was successful, but finally met with
reverses, and was closed in 1894.
The Purington Paving Brick Company was
incorporated May 15, 1890, for the manufacture
of paving brick. The organization of this concern was primarily due to the perseverance of
Asa A. Matteson, who had great faith in the
superiority of the deposit of shale in Court
Creek valley. Mr. D. V. Purington, who had
for many years been one of the largest manufacturers of brick in the United States, becoming
acquainted with Mr. Matteson, joined with him;
the result being the formation of a company,
with a capital stock of $200,000. The first officers were D. V. Purington, President; W. S.
Purington, Vice-President and General Manager; Asa A. Matteson. Secretary and Treasurer.
The officers and stockholders of the company
caught the fever of enlargement, and a new
corporation, called the St. Louis Paving Brick

Company, was organized in January, 189.3, the
stockholders of which were largely those of the
Purington company. When it was completed a
consolidation of the two was effected, with a
capital of $500,000.
The works of the present
corporation are the largest in the United States.
Its plant covers seventy-five acres, gives employment to three hundred and fifty men and
has a capacity of 300.000 brick per day.

The Galesburg Vitrified Brick Company was
organized in 1891, and has a capacity of 25,000
to 40,000 brick per day.
In the process of manufacture the shale is
first ground and then thoroughly mixed with
water. It is then pressed by machinery into the
desired shape, and the green brick, thus made,
are dried for a certain length of time in drying
houses, heated by hot air. They are next put in
kilns and burned until vitrification takes place.
They are then impervious to moisture and withstand any degree of heat or cold without cracking, which is the feature which renders them
so durable for pavement.
Brick were made at Knoxville from prairie
clay at a very early day.
The present plant
has been in existence for many years, and for a
short time paving brick were made. The works

THE STEEL PLOW.

;

It is only just to Knox County that we should
perpetuate in history the fact that it furnished
the first steel plow in America.
This invention alone increased the material wealth of the
Mississippi Valley many millions of dollars annually; for the same steam power can now do

the

work

better in one day than in

to 1842, the year the

two prior
steam plow was invented.

Before that time, except along some water
courses and strips of sandy soil, all plowmen
had to stop about every ten rods and scrape
the dirt oft" the moldboard.
Mr. Harvey Henry May, the inventor of this
valuable agricultural implement, was horn in
Washington County, New York, and moved
with his family to Galesburg, Knox County, Illinois, in 1837, thus becoming identified with the
interests and advancement of the town from its
earliest settlement. Almost immediately on his
arrival in the West, he commenced experiments
in making a plow that would scour bright in
the prairie soil, and after many disappointments he finally discovered that plow shares of
fine steel, instead of cast
or wrought iron,
would adequately answer this purpose. Mr. May

K x

<)

\

soon began the manufatUire of these plows,
which were sought far and near, and that they
eontinued to be made after the May patterns for
a long time after, the following remarks of the
presiding ju(l,ge in the famous trade-mark suit
of Deere and Company vs, the Moline Plow Company, which took place from 1867 to 1871, amply
confirm.

He

refers to the point in the follow-

"May, of Galesburg, manufacing language:
tured a plow in shape nearly the form it is
manufactured now. The share and moldboard
were combined at that time and May was the

man

that laid any claim to the improved
There is no improvement in the
plow as made in 1843 up to this time.
In the plow afterward made at Palestine, in
Lee County, by a person named Doan; afterward
at Grand De Tour by W. Denney and Deere and
Andrus; afterward in Moline by Deere, Tate and
Gould in the fall of IS4S: afterward by Buford
and Tate in 1856, the working models are all
first

plow.

steel

May

steel

copied strictl.v after the May plow. I essentially
consider May the sole constructor in form of
the western steel plow."

THE BLACK HAWK WAR.
So far as Knox County was concerned, the
Black Hawk War of 1831-3 was more imaginai-y
No one in the county was either
than real.
killed or hurt by the Indians, with the exception
of one man in Orange Township, who, tradition
says, was shot.
(See Orange.)
The fighting,
however, was near enough to keep the settlers
in a state of uneasiness, and they organized
what was known as the Volunteer Rangers, a
company of forty-one men. with William McMurtry as Captain. Turner Roundtree as First
T.,ieutenant. and George Latimer as Second
Lieutenant. The members wore no uniform and
were in service only about sixty days, receiving eighty-six cents a day each for their time
and subsequently being given eighty acres of
land by the government.
Four forts, or rather stockades called forts
by courtesy, were built in the county: Fort
Aggie, on Section 27, in Rio; Fort Lewis, on
Section 33; an unnamed fort on Section 10. in
Henderson; and one a few miles southeast of
Knoxvillp. in Orange.
Many of the settlers
hurriedly dug holes in which they placed such
of their property as could not be loaded in
wagons, and with the remainder departed, to
stay in other counties until the danger was
past.

The

chief incident of the

war

in

Knox County

<' ()

r N
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was the terrible fright given the selllcrs by a
young man named Atwood, living in Warren
County. One who lived here at the time says,

"A fellow named Atwriting of the affair:
wood reported a band of Indians in the neighscratch
across his breast
borhood and showed a
which he claimed was made by one of their
doubted at the
not
The report was
bullets.
moment; but it was soon discovered that no one
in

had seen any Indians or heard of any, only
and Atwood's account was so well
understood to be a falsehood that he had to
make himself scarce to escape the punishment
at the hands of an indignant people which he
else

at a distance,

so richly deserved."

Hawk surrendered, and
broken into for a year, continued as before. In 1833, there were rumors
of another uprising; but they proved to be without foundation, and since then Knox County has
pursued the even tenor of her way, free from
In August. 1832, Black

life

here, so rudely

Indian scares and other disturbing elements.

(OlMV

.

(iOVKKNMKiNT.

Under the Constitution of 1818, the government of each county was committed to three
commissioners, all being elected in August of
every alternatt year on a single ticket. The
Riggs Pennington,
first chosen in Knox were:
Philip Hash, and Charles Hansford, who were
elected July 3, 1830, when the county was
organized. This Board was to hold ofllce until
their successors were chosen, the followins

month.

They

John B. Gum.
and after appointing
Two days later
they again met and appointed John G. Sanburn
Clerk, Gum having declined to serve. That gentleman, however, was made Treasurer, and gave
bonds conditioned in five hundred dollars. On
July 17, the Commissioners met again, and divided Knox into two precincts for the coming
election; one of these was known as "Henderson", and included that portion of the county
on

.luly

John

B.

met

first
7.

at the house of

of that year,

Gum

Clerk, adjourned.

north of the north line of Township 10 North,
1 East; and the other as "Spoon River",
which embraced the rest of the county. Knox
had been attached to Fulton County for governmental purposes; so the Commissioners addressed a memorial to the Fulton Board requesting the latter to furnish a tax list for the newly
organized county and relinquishing to the former the right to collect its own revenues.

Range

KNOX COUNTY.
EARLY ELECTIONS.

HENRY COUNTY ATTACHED.

election was held August 2, 1830, and the
Board of Commissioners for a definite,
stated term was chosen; two of those elected
the previous month being reelected, and Alexander Prakes taking the place of Charles Hansford. Stephen Osborn was elected Sheriff. This
completed Knox County's organization. It now
had its regular officers, elected for full terms,
and was duly empowered to levy and collect its

same law which defined the boundalocated its county seat, Henry
County was attached to it for governmental purposes, and so remained until 1837. The first act
in relation to Henry County seems to have been
the licensing of Asa Crooks on June 1, 1835, for
two dollars, to operate a ferry across Rock
River. Before there were bridges, the demand
for ferries was great, and with each one licensed,
the Board established special tolls which the
ferryman might charge.
At Crook's ferry the rates fixed were:
Wagon with four horses or oxen
$1,00
Wagon with two horses or oxen
,75

The

first

own

taxes.

Four times a year, on the first Mondays in
March, June, September and December, the
Board held regular terms of Court, as the Commissioners' meetings were called. Special terms
were convened on the call of any commissioner.
In this Court, the county business was transacted, and its variety was almost infinite.
County finances, roads and bridges, suits to determine ownership of estrays, the selection of
jurors, filling vacancies in minor offices, the
binding out of apprentices all these things,
and many more, called for discussion and con-

By

the

ries of

Knox and

Wagon or carriage,
Man and horse
Man

LOCATION OF COUNTY SEAT.
One of the first important acts to be performed
was the laying out of the county seat. A law.
approved January 15, 1831. had set off for this
purpose the southwest quarter of Section 28,
Township 11 North, Range 2 East, now Knox

On March 12, 1831, the Board let the
contract for laying out this land to Andrew
Osborn, for fifteen dollars, and at the same
time, awarded that for building the Court House.
On March 26, President Jones was authorized
to go to Springfield and enter, on behalf of
Township.

Knox County,

the land which the Legislature
had designated for the county seat. On April
23

was held the

first

sale of lots in the

new

town, then called Henderson. Seventy-nine lots
were disposed of at auction for twelve hundred
and fifty-six dollars, Riggs Pennington paying
the highest price, sixty-one dollars.
Roads and bridges occupied a large share of
the Commissioners' attention, forming, next to
county finances, the most important question
with which they had to deal. (See Roads and

were granted for nearly every kind
and perhaps their issuance ranked

among the matters considIn 1837, this licensing came
to an end, and business was conducted as at
present.
third in importance

ered by the Board.

12V2
05
03

FIRST FERRY.
The first ferry in Knox was about one-half
mile below the present Maquon bridge over
Spoon River, and was conducted by Simeon
Dolph. In September, 1834, he agreed to build
a boat for the county for forty-five dollars.

was completed

It

March, 1835. and the Board,

in

in consideration of the

payment of two

dollars,

licensed Dolph to run this ferry for one year,

upon his giving a bond to keep the boat safe.
Cattle and hogs were allowed to run at large,
and each owner could identify his own by a private mark, which he might register in a hook
kept by the County Clerk for that purpose.
Under this system, animals often strayed from
their owners.

To

facilitate their recovery,

an

"estray pen" was kept by the Sheriff of each
county, where estrays were impounded. They
were advertised for some time, and then, if no

owner appeared

to claim

them, were sold by

the Sheriff at public auction, to defray the expense incurred in keeping them, the balance, if

being turned into the county treasury.
Such a pen was built for seventeen and onehalf dollars by Sheriff Osborn in 1832, on the
Court House lot.
any,

.)

of business;

50
25

Each head of cattle, led or driven
Sheep and hogs, per head

—

sideration.

with one horse

JUSTICE PRECINCTS.
The foregoing gives an

idea of the general

of the business transacted by the
Commissioners.
Let us now examine their
method of doing it. They divided the county
into districts, called "Justice Precincts," each

character

K X

X

('
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these being a polling district. In the county
seat precinct, four Justices and tour Constables

The government by Commissioners was both
economical and judicious. The taxes were never

were elected at the regular August election;
On
in each of the others half as many.
.July 17, 1830. only two precincts were established, as has been already said. In 1839, Galesliurg had been started, and the Townships 12
and 13 North, Range 5 East, now the towns
of Goshen and West Jersey, had been taken
from Knox and made a part of Stark County,
so that the Board redistricted the county as

higher than fifty cents on the one hundred dollars, and were usually much lower, often not
exceeding twenty cents, as in 1841, and falling to
ten cents in 1845. Yet by September, 1834, so
much money had been accumulated that the
Treasurer was directed to loan one thousand
dollars of the county money. Meanwhile, many
roads had been laid out; expensive bridges
freely built; a jail and Court House, costing
nearly $25,000, had been erected, and not a
dollar had been borrowed. The bills were met
from the regular tax receipts, plus a sum received from the State under the provisions of a
law approved February 27, 1837, known as the
Internal Improvements Act.
It provided for
State construction of various railroads and
canals, and also that those counties through
which no railroad or canal was to be built by
the State should receive the sum of ?200,000 to
be divided among them, according to population.
Just how much Knox received cannot now be
determined, but it was somewhere between six
and fifteen thousand dollars. October 12, 1849,
Merriweather Brown, Alfred Brown, and Amos
Ward, then the three Commissioners, met for
When they adjourned it was
the last time.
"until Coui't in course." but they never reassembled.

<jt

;'.nd

follows:

—

"Pope Creek" the present Rio and Ontario:
present
Henderson
Henderson" the
and

—

"Galesburg"

—

the present Galesburg,
except Sections 25, 2G, 35 and 36; "Knoxville"—
the present Knoxville. and Sections 25, 26, 35
and 36 of Galesburg: "Cherry Grove" the present Cedar and Indian Point: "Brush Creek"
the present Orange and Chestnut: "Fraker's
Grove" the present Walnut Grove and Lynn;
"Victoria" the present Victoria, Copley and
Truro, north of Spoon River; "Haw Creek"
the present Persifer and Haw Creek, west of
Spoon; "Spoon River" the present Elba, Haw
Creek, east of Spoon and Truro south of that
stream; "Litler's Creek" the present Maquon
and Salem.
So the districts stood until September 5, 1842,
when the present Salem was made a district by
itself, called "French Creek".

Sparta;

—

—

—

—

—

ROAD DISTRICTS.
The county was

also divided into road dis-

tricts, in each of which a road supervisor was
appointed by the Board to take charge of the
road fund and expend it judiciously. In 1841,
there were thirty-four of these districts; in 1849,

sixty-three.

In 1838, the law requiring all the Commisto be elected every other year was

sioners

On August G, 1838, John Jackson,
Jonathan Rice and J. H. Wentworth were
elected, and drew lots for one. two and three
year terms. J. H. Wentworth drew the longest.
John Jackson the two year term, and Jonathan
Thereafter, one CommisRice the shortest.
sioner was elected every year. At elections as
then conducted, a citizen might vote in any precinct of the district for which the election was
held, and the voting was all viva voce.
P"or
county officers a resident of Knoxville might
vote in Galesburg, or Victoria, or anywhere else
in the county. For State officers he could vote
anywhere in the State.
changed.

COUNTY JUDGES.
By

the Constitution

of

1848,

the

offices

of

County Commissioners and Probate Justice were
abolished, and the office of County Judge
created. He succeeded to the duties and powers
of the Probate Justice, and was to exercise
such other judicial functions as the I^egislature
should prescribe.
The power of county government, previously
exercised by the County Commissioners, was
now vested in the County Judge and two Associate Judges, provided the Legislature should
authorize theii- appointment, which it did. A
plan of township organization was also authorized, to be applied to such counties as might
adopt it by a vote of a majority of the electors.
During the four years of this description of government. George C. Lanphere, of Galesburg, was
County Judge and Alfred Brown, of Henderson,
and James M. Hunter, of Salem, were Associate
Judges.

They were

elected

November

6,

1849.

TOWNSHIP ORGANIZATION.
Their method of government was substanCommissioners. Nothing of

tially that of the
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more importance than the usual routine business came before them. Their last meeting was
held on March 4, 1853. The county, on April 5,
1853, adopted township organization and elected
Supervisors.
Before that there were two attempts made to change the system of county

government in Knox. On November 6, 1849,
seven hundred and twenty-eight votes were cast
in favor of, and four hundred and twenty votes
against, the new measure.
The County Court
declared the plan adopted, and appointed Joel
Lee, M. B. Mason and John Arnold a committee
to divide the

county into towns.

(See

Towns

and Townships.) They constituted each congressional township one town, and Monday,
January 14, 1850, was appointed as the day for
the citizens living in each of these new towns
to meet and select by ballot a name for their
respective towns.
The present names were
chosen, except in the case of Cedar,

Haw

Creek,

Copley and Elba, which were respectively called
Cherry Grove, Ohio, Ritchfield and Liberty.
These names the Secretary of State refused to
register, on the ground that other towns in
Illinois had already legally received the same.
Accordingly, on June 6, 1S53. the Supervisors
gave these four towns their present names.

The first Board of Supervisors
the Spring of 1850, and met on

was

elected in

May

6 of that

transacted some unimportant business,
and adjourned. Yet township organization had
not been legally adopted. The vote on Novem-

year.

It

ber 6, 1849, showed a majority of votes cast
to be in favor of the system,
but not a majority of all the votes cast at that
election.
Soon after the first meeting of the
Supervisors, the Supreme Court, in a case coming before it from another county, where the
conditions were the same, held that a majority
vote of all the legal voters in the county was
necessary to the adoption of the plan of township organization. In consequence, the Supervisors never met again, and the County Court
resumed its legislative and executive powers.
On November 5, 1850, another election was
held, when six hundred and seventy-three votes

on that question

were cast for the project and three hundred and
seventeen against it. Under the decision referred to, this meant another defeat for the
friends of township organization. But finally,
in 1853, the plan was adopted.
Under this system, each town elected a
Supervisor (and one Assistant Supervisor if the
town contained eight hundred or more votes),
two Justices, and two Constables, for a term of

four years each; a Clerk, a Poormaster, an
Assessor, a Collector, and three Highway Commissioners.
In each town were held annual
town meetings, for the transaction of public
business, these meetings being, by statute,
given some of the powers formerly exercised
by the County Commissioners.
The duties and powers of the old County
Court, not expressly given to the towns,
devolved on the Board of Supervisors.
The first members of this Board, twenty in
number, met for the first time on June 5, 1853,
and organized by electing Daniel Meek chairman. By a subsequent law, the duties of the
Poormaster were transferred to the Supervisor.
By Act of 1873, the provision for the election
of an Assistant Supervisor was changed, so as
to apply only to towns of four thousand
inhabitants, with an additional assistant for
every two thousand, five hundred of population
in excess of that number. In January, 1866, the
Board divided the town of Galesburg, as it then
existed, into the towns of Galesburg and West
Galesburg, the line running through the city.
Each of these towns was entitled to two Supervisors, but only once did the voters exercise
their right, for the reason that in 1867 these

The city of
towns were, by law, reunited.
Galesburg was taken out of their jurisdiction,
and made a town by itself, town powers being
vested in the city officers. It was found entitled
to five Supervisors, the town of Galesburg to
one, and an Assistant Supervisor was assigned
In 1891, on account of increase in
to Knox.
population, another Supervisor was given to the
city of Galesburg.
In this way, the number
throughout the county has grown from twenty,
in 1853, to twenty-seven, at the present time.
The duties of the Board of Supervisors have
been mainly those of routine, already described
as having been performed by the County Commissioners. The care of the paupers and insane,
the removal of the county seat, and the building
of a new court house have been among the chief
problems that have confronted the members.
(See Knoxvllle and Court House.)

WAR
During the

OP THE REBELLION.
War of 1861-5, the Board was

fully alive to the responsibilities of its position,

and met them without flinching. Large bounwere offered, and over |400,000 was expended
payment and in aiding soldiers' families.
The affairs of the county have been well

ties

in their

managed ever

since the creation of the Board.

(yCa^c

KiNOX COUNTY.
The expenditures, while carefully made, have
been liberal. The public buildings and bridges
have been well constructed and well maintained.
No county in the State has more generously or
judiciously provided for its poor. The credit of
Knox has always been unquestionable. Claims
have invariably been promptly, yet carefully,
considered and paid without delay, when found
to be meritorious. No debts have been incurred,
except for short periods, in anticipation of taxes
levied to meet unexpected or extraordinary
calls. Compared with surrounding counties, the
rate of taxation has been light. Notwithstanding the long and sharp controversy growing out
of questions connected with the county seat
removal, the Board has been in other matters
harmonious in its proceedings, free from personal difficulties; a Board of business men,
usually chosen with little regard for partisan
politics,

and possessing the confidence

of their

Generally speaking, the county may be said to
have been fortunate in its choice of officers. In
particular, the office of Clerk, the most important in many respects, has been held by a
succession of honest and able men, especially
qualified to discharge its duties.
Following is a list of County officers:
COUNTY COMMISSIONERS.— Riggs Pennington, Philip Hash, Charles Hansford, Alexander
Frakes, Thomas Maxwell, Humphrey Finch,
John D. Rouudtree, Eldert Runkle, Samuel B.
.\nderson, Amos Ward, James Ferguson, Alfred
Brown, Joseph Rowe, Jonathan Rice, John H.
Wentworth, John Jackson, Asa Haynes. Daniel
Meek, M. B. Mason, Merriweather Brown.

COUNTY JUDGES. — George

C.

Lanphere,

H. G. Reynolds, 1855-58; Leander
Douglass, 1859-62; A. M. Craig, 1863-66: Dennis
Clark, 1867-86; P. H. Sanford, 1887-98; P. S.
1850-54;

Post, 1899.

SCHOOL COMMISSIONERS. — William

Mc-

Murtry, 1832-40;

C. K. Harvey, 1840-47; T. J.
Hale, 1847-49: William H. Whitton, 1849-53; J.
H. Noteware. 1853-55; P. H. Sanford, 1855-61;

H. Knapp, lSCl-65.
In 1865, the office of Commissioner was legally
changed to that of Superintendent, and the list
below comprises the names of the Superin-

J.

tendents since that date:
J. H. Knapp, 1865-69; Frederick Christianer,
1869-73; M. A. West, 1873-82; W. L. Steele.
G.

—

Charles Rodgers, 1850-51;
Whitton, 1854-55; William McGowan, 1856-59; George Davis. 1860-61; T. A. E.
Holcomb, 1862-63; John A. West, 1864-05;
1848-49,

1852-53;

William

H.

Thomas

Harrison,

1868-69;

Edwin

Homer

1866-67;

W.

Oldfather, 1885-90;

S.

som, 1890-93; M. Andrews, 1893-98; E.
kinson, 1899.

C.
S.

RanWil-

Gaines,
1874-75;

1870-71,

Ellet,

T.

Francis M. Sykes, 1872-73; J. L. Burkhalter,
1876-86; Moses O. Williamson, 1887-90; Leon .\.
Townsend, 1890-94; J. M. McKie, 1895-98; H. M.
Reece, 1899.

COUNTY CLERKS.— John B. Gum,

1830;

John

Runkle, 1837-47;
Winter, 1857-G4;
James S. Egan, 1865-69; John S. Winter, 1869-82:
Albert J. Perry, 1883-90; Moses O. Williamson.

Sanburn,

G.

1830-37;

H.

J.

Zelotes Cooley, 1847-56; John

S.

1891 to the present time.

CIRCUIT CLERKS.—John

constituents.

1882-85;

iy.y.i

COUNTY TREASURERS. John B. Gum,
1830-33; Charles Hansford, 1833-35; George Newman, 1835-37; John Eads, 1837-43; Henry Arms,
1843-46; Zelotes Cooley. 1847; David Edgerton.

G. Sanburn, 1830-

Achilles Shannon, 1845-46; Alex Sanders.
H. T. Morey.
T. J. Hale, 1847-52;
1852-56; Cephas Arms, 1857-60; John H. Lewis.
45;

1846-47;

James W.
1861-64; John Aberdein, 1865-68;
Temple, 1869-72; George L. Hannaman, 1873-84;
Josiah Gale, 1885-89; G. W. Gale, 1889; Charles
G. Gibbs, 1889-90; S. V. Stuckey, 1890 to the
present time.
Josiah Gale was killed in a railroad accident.
August 29, 1899. The Court appointed G. W.

who held the office through September ami
October, when Charles G. Gibbs was elected.
He remained in office till his death, February

Gale,

i..

1890. S. V. Stuckey was then appointed by the
Court and chosen Clerk at the next election,
since when he has held the office.
PROBATE JUSTICES.— John G. Sanbuin,
1835; H. J. Runkle, 1836; R. L. Hannaman,
1837-39, 1843-49; William King, 1839-43. In 1849
the office was merged in that of County Judge.
SHERIFFS.— Stephen Osborn, 1830-35; Henry

D. Bell,

Henry
John Eads,
George .M.
Thompson, 1859-60:

Peter Frans, 1839-47;

1836-38;

Arms, 1848-51;

W. Brown,

S.

1852;

1853-54; Cornelius Runkle, 1855-56;

Enke,

1857-58;

Andrew

Elijah C. Brott, 1861-62;

James

Soles,

1866;

D.

A.

W. Berggren,

1879-86;

J.

S. F.

1873-78:

1867-68;

Patton, 1871-72:
A. Stuckey,

John

1887-90; R. G. Matthews,
Aldrich, 1895-98: R. G. Matthews.

James Richey,

1891-94; O.

J.

1899.

STATES
1830-35;

C. Cover, 1863-65:

W. Bradshaw,

Wilkins Seacord, 1869-70;

W.

ATTORNEYS.

— Thomas

A. Richardson, 1836-37:

Ford.

Henry

L.

.

—

.

.

.

.
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Thomas,

CORONERS. — Joseph
J.

W. Brewer,

1857-58;

ton,

H.

A.

Henderson, 1851-52,
William Hamil1859-60;

Reuben

1877; G.

Bailey, 1S61-62; Giles Cook, 1863-64; Levi Massie, 1865-70; J. W. Kimball, 1871-72; A. S. Slater,
D.

1873-76;

W.

SURVEYORS.— Parnach Owen,

1894-97;

1830-38; G. A.

ander Knapp, 1858-59; R. Voris, 1862-69; David
W. H. Robinson, 1872-73; Henry
1876-79; Rait Voris, 1880-85;

1885-92;

C.

S.

Richey,

1893

Mills G.
until

W.

Pleasants, 1877-97; H. H. Bigelow,

George W. Thompson and John A.

One Judge was elected In each circuit down
Then the Appellate Court was created,
and three Judges were chosen. A. A. Smith
was Judge of the Knox County circuit and G.
W. Pleasants for that of Rock Island County.
These two circuits were consolidated, and J. J.
Glenn was elected as the third Judge. In 1894,
Judge Smith resigned, on account of ill health,
and Judge Bigelow was elected to fll! the
vacancy.
In 1897, the circuits were reapportioned by the Legislature, and Knox was thrown

Wilts, 1870-71;
Voris,

Lawrence.
Joseph

B.

1864-66;

to 1877.

S.

Charles, 1838-42; David Kendall, 1842-48; A. A.
Denny, 1848-51; E. T. Byram, 1852-53, 1856-57,
1860-61, 1874-75; R. Deatherage, 1854-55; Alex-

Vaughn,

Thompson,

S.

Gray, 1897.

Aldrich, 1877-82, 1885-87; A. S.

Slater, 1883-84; G. L. Knowles, 1887-92; G.
Chalmers, 1893 to the present time.

Charles

1860-61;

Sibley, 1866-67; A. A. Smith, 1867-94; J. J. Glenn,

1853-54;

Potter,

William

1843-45; N. H. Purple, 1845-49;

Aaron Tyler,
1861-64; John

time.

1855-56;

Young,

M.

1836-39; Peter Lott,

A. Minshall, 1849-50; William Kellogg, 1850-53;
H. M. Weed, 1853-55; John S. Thompson, 1855-60;

A.

J.

James H. Ralston,

1839-40; Stephen A. Douglas, 1840-43; Jesse B.

McKenzie, 1866-72; J. J. Tun1873-92; E. W. Welch, 1893 to the present

1856-65;
nicliff,

1830-36;

— Richard

JUDGES.

CIRCUIT

Bryant, 1838-39; William Elliot, 1840-48; R. S.
Blackwell, 1849-52; H. G. Reynolds, 1853-54;
William C. Goudy, 1855; James H. Stewart,
William C. Goudy, 1855; James H. Stewart,

the

into a

present time.

new

circuit

SUPERVISORS.
Township.

Meek

Indian Point.

Daniel

Henderson.

Jas. McMurtry..
R. Heflin
Sam'l Collins

Jon. C. Latimer.
T. B. Marsh
Peter Franz
R. Heflin

H. A. Kelley
.

Chestnut,

Orange

.

Sam'l

Collins...

Asa Hay nes
H. Taylor.
.

T. H. Taylor....
Jas.

Hammond..

Jas..Hammona

M. Foster
W. M.Clark

J.

J.

G.

Elba..

'.'.'.' .'.'.'..

Stanley

S. S.
J.

Buffum

J.

Ward

H

.r.

..

Nicholson

,

Nicholson.

,

Larnagan!

Larnagan.
M —
L,.

A. VV. Martin
J.

R

J.

Jon. Gibbs
S.

Lane

B.

.

Le Baron.,

J.G. Hamrick...

E.Godfrey
R. C. Benson

McComack

R. H. Stuckey...

..

M. B. Maaon....

J.W.Hiues

L. D.

Ross

T. B. Ross

Sam. Luckey

Hedstrom.

Thos. Whiting
Jon. Gibbs

Jon. Gibbs

.

A. Charles...
W. S. Gale

G.A.Charles..

W.

I.

M. Holyoke..

W.

W. LLane

S.

H. Stuckey

W.Enke
W. Mines....

J. J.

'.

P.

Hammond..

E. Godfrey
R. W. Miles

R. W. Miles
Isaac Copley

G.

West.
W. S. Gale
[.

H. Stuckey

Routh

Godfrey

M. Holyoke...

Jas.

W.

Lapham

A.
J.

R.

D. B.

P.
J.

G. Hamrick.,

E. Godfrey
R. W. Miles
O.Stanley....

W. Manley...

J. O.

WalnutGrove

Thos. Jones
D. B. Routh

Asa Haynes

.

T.

a.

Gale

Shinn

—

L, Larn.igan..
Jon. Gihhs
G. A. Charles
J.

W.
^S.

S. Gale

W. Brown

TOWNSHIP.
iJaiiiel

Meek

Daniel
I.

Thos.

MeKee

Meek

W.Stevens..

J.
.

T.J. Mansfield...

'Dan'l Robertson.

I.

C. Latimer..
W. Stevens,
Parsons.,

Routh
|.a'. W. Martin!'.'..'
Geo. Newman...
M. Holyoke...
[j. M. Holyoke...
D. B.

Daniel

Meek

McKinnie..
H. Jackson..

Jas.

J. P.

M. W. Gay

Dan'l Robertson.

Routh
Wright Woolsey.
J. M. Holyoke...

.

J.

C.

H. Nelson

C.

H. Nelson

..

W. Deatherage. Reuben Hefflln
Thos. Newell..
Thos. Newell
Geo. Newman.... G. W. Hagey
M. Holyoke.. .|J. M. Holyoke.... J. M. Holyoke.

Dan'l Robertson
Thos. Newell...
Peter Godfrey.

,

'

J.

John Gray
VV. B.
J. G.

Haw

Wm. Swigart.

Creek

Walnut Grove

.

.

Milton

Lott,s..

W. Manley ....
J. M. Maxey..
Sam. McComack Sam. McComack Sam. McConu

Persifer

G.

Copley

Le Baron

..

Hamrick

A. H. Potter
Milton Lotts
R, W. Miles

Peter Lacey
W. Miles

R. S. Stuckey

A. C. Buffum.

A. C.

Bumim...

Pickrel

....

V. Miles

R.

Sam. McComack.

J.

W.

Balthis....

John McDowell.,
!

.

s.

s .Stuckey....

Jas.

McComack.

.
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the western portion contained the bulli
of the population, and seemed likely always so
The topographical character of the
to do.
of

county was such that no point nearer the center
could be found equally accessible by highways.
The location, a prairie ridge with timber coming close up on each side, was naturally beautiful.
It gave every promise of permanency, a
promise that would have been fulfilled but for
the changes brought about by railroad construction.

Five years later, the near location
burg aroused, in the breasts of the
Knoxville, a spirit of rivalry, yet its
only four miles from the county line,

of Galespeople of

situation,

seemed

to

out as a competitor for the honor of
being the county seat.
During the first fifteen years of Galesburg's
history, the political and commercial supremacy
of Knoxville was unquestioned.
But when the
young and growing city had overtaken and
passed Knoxville in population, and was seen
trade, its growtli
to be rapidly gaining jn
rule

it

aroused ambition on one side and apprehension

on the other.
There followed a struggle for advantage

in

railroad location with Galesburg victorious, and

becoming the railroad center of the county.
Then it became apparent that Knoxville was
confronted with a powerful rival, it she
would hold her position as the county
The influence of this question beseat.
came more and more potent every year in
political conventions, and in the meetings of
the County Board. In the Constitutional Convention of 1862, a proposition of W. Selden Gale,
delegate from Knox, to give to County Boards
the power to call elections for county seat
removals was adopted, but left out in final
revision, as possibly endangering the popular
vote in some localities on the adoption of the
proposed new organic law. The hope was that,
by taking such action away from the Legislature,
the question might be eliminated as a disturbing
element in political conventions, relegating it
to its proper place as a purely county issue.
The "Knox Republican" editorially approved
the measure. In the session of 1863, an act was
introduced applying the principle to Knox
County, but before final passage an amendment
limited its operation to two years, thereby
destroying its value to the people of Galesburg,
since no one contemplated or desired an election
at that time.
In the session of

186.5.

under the influence of

and

enthusiastic

it,

L

act

sanguine

citizens

was passed providing

of

for the

removal of the seat of government of Knox
County, if such change were favored at an elec-

An active effort to
4, 1865.
carry the election was promptly put on foot. A
gift to the county of $75,000, to be used in constructing a court house, was pledged, and
secured by a bond, executed by many of the
wealthiest men in Galesburg. A building site
without cost was promised. Plans for an elegant
building, with jail included, to cost not more
than ?75,000, were procured and exhibited. Liberal (and even irresistible) as the offer appeared
to those proffering it, it met with a cold
reception in the county.
Every town except
Galesburg and one other voted against it, most
tion to be held April

them by large majorities.
At the same election, Mr. Gale, who had two
before left the Board after ten years
service, was sent back, and Henry R. Sanderson
accompanied him. They found only three of
their associates who had favored Galesburg on
the question of removal. The friends of Knoxville felt themselves in the ascendant, and weie
of

years

disposed to carry out a moderately aggressive
and planned to extend and improve the

policy,

county

buildings.

The

Galesburg

members

could only make themselves useful in the conduct of the county business, and cultivate the
confidence and friendship of their brethren on
the Board. At the last meeting of the year, an
order was passed dividing the town of Galesburg
into two towns, of about equal population, for
the ostensible reason that the number of voters
was too large for one polling place, and there
could be found no authority for the division of a
town into precincts by order of the County
Board. If the far-reaching effect of the measure
had been understood, it might have met with
more opposition. As the law then stood, a town
with eight hundred voters was entitled to two
Supervisors; no town could have more. Care
was taken in drawing the dividing line, so that
eight hundred voters might be found on either
Messrs. Gale and Sanderson came back
side.
in 1866. reinforced by A. C. Clay and L. E.

Conger.
In 1867, an act making the city of Galesburg
one town and the remainder of the township
prepared by

another, passed the Legislature

—

Gale, and introduced and energetically
pushed by John Gray, of Wataga, a member
from Knox County. It was very vigorously
opposed by a Knoxville lobby, with John S.

Mr.

^^^I^:^.^^^:^

KNOX
Winter anil P. H. Sauford at its head, aided hy
John H. Colton. of Galesburg. The provisions
of this act secured to Galesburg one Supervisor
from the town and five from the city. In the
Board of 1867. the former members were further
reinforced by R. H. Whiting and Major Thomas
McKee. Captain C. A. Charles, of Knoxville,
returned after four years' absence, with a claim
to additional representation for that town on ac-

count of population, his pretension being goodnaturedly allowed by the majority on slight
evidence, and H. N. Keightly was brought in.
From that time forward, the sectional lines
were closely drawn in the Board. By virtue of
increased representation and growth

of

sym-

pathy in the country towns. Galesburg was able
to hold its own until, in 1873, it gained a small
majority in the Board. For two years that body

was tied, thirteen to thirteen, the balloting for
Chairman having run one year for three days,
being at times suspended for the informal introduction of business to be referred to committees,
when appointed. By agreement a committee,
consisting of W. S. Gale and G. A. Charles, was

appointed to recommend a Chairman. Agreeing
to vote together, each faction named its man.
A dollar was tossed up for choice, and Galesburg
won.
In the Republican County Convention of 1S(JS,
the county seat qiiestion came up as an issue
in the nomination of candidates for the legislature, and W. S. Gale was nominated over R.
W. Miles, of Persifer. on this issue. The
democrats nominated A. M. Craig, of Knoxville.

The

election

was hotly contested, the

local

issue taking precedence of every other.
Mr.
Gale won by a very narrow majority. He introduced a bill for the removal of the county seat,
which was unsuccessfully fought by the Knoxville lobby at Springfield, with the utmost vigor

and

(

i\

() l:

r

^

IJunn's Hall (or other suital)l(' rooms) lor court

and jury rooms for the period of ten years; to
convey to the county a site for a clerk's office,
and erect thereon a fireproof building, to be
larger than the one at Knoxville, the plans for
the same to be approved by the county; to pay
all expenses of removal; to convey a suitable
lot for the erection of a jail and to pay $20,00(J
towards the cost of building it; to convey, as a
site for a court house, Block 39, conditioned on
its being occupied for that purpose;
and to
grant the right to build a court house on the
public square. The Commissioners also reported
deeds delivered to them lor Block 39 and a lot
for a jail, also two certificates of deposit in the
First National Bank of Galesburg, each for
$10,00U.
The report was printed and scattered
broadcast throughout the county, and the voters
were thoroughly canvassed, within the limited
time allowed, by able advocates on both sides.
It was urged that the Galesburg contracts
gave the county a full equivalent (and more) for
every loss incurred through removal.
The
clerks' offices were to be far better than the
county then had, and would be valuable as
property to sell, when the erection of a new
court house rendered their use no longer necessary.
The sites for the court house and jail,
too, were better, it was urged, than those at
Knoxville; twenty thousand dollars would go
far toward building a new jail, and the old one
was no longer fit for use. The accommodations
offered for the courts, free for ten years, would
be better than those then in use, and in ten
years, or soon thereafter, the county would call
for a new court house wherever located.
Against these seductive arguments of the men
from Galesburg, it was insisted that the pledges
were not made in good faith, and, in one way
or another, would be evaded. The vested rights
the wrong of Inllicting unnecesdisappointment on those who had made perfor the purpose of
being at the county seat; the danger of making
Galesburg too powerful; all these were dwelt
upon. Knoxville had one strong, geographical
argument in its favor, and one which forcibly
appealed to a multiplicity of private interests.
of Knoxville;

skill.

.sary

THE PROPOSITION OF GALESBLRG.
The act. as passed, gave power to the Boai'd
of Supervisors to appoint commissioners, who
should be authorized to contract with the city
of Galesburg and with other persons for gifts
of property, or money, or service, conditioned
upon the removal. The bill passed March 1(1.
1869.

On March

25.

the commissioners reported

County Board an ordinance of the city of
Galesburg, and submitted a bond, signed by the
Mayor, and authorized by such ordinance, for
the performance of the stipulations:— the city
to the

to

provide

for

the

county,

free

of

manent settlement there

To more than half the residents of the county,
it was more accessible than Galesburg, owing
to the lay of the land
its

early settlement.

and the location of roads in
Most of the inhabitants,

either necessarily or

for convenience, passed
through Knoxville on the way to Galesburg.
large proportion never had much intercourse

.\

.

KNOX

64U

C

UN

I'

^'

with the latter city, either Peoria, Canton or
some other trading point being as near, or

regular,

Througliout the county, habit, as well
as old associations, personal acquaintance and
political influence all told in Knoxville's favor.
In addition, there was that potent force of conservatism which is inherently opposed to every
change, and to this was joined the dread of
increased taxation as a consequence of removal.
On the other hand, the advantage of greater
nearness to the county seat was not realized
by the many, who had seldom or never called

their right determined; that the votes should be

nearer.

there on business.
On the face of the returns, the majority was
against removal, and for the time, Knoxville
appeared to have won the fight. But the result
did not receive the acquiescence of the seemingly defeated faction, and the question was

soon brought before the courts. Sundry facts
were made to appear upon the hearing. The
vote in Galesburg was about one-third larger
than ever before, and about one-fourth of it was
made the object of attack, on evidence brought
forward. Of purely fictitious voting, little could
be shown. There was some proof of personation of absent voters, some votes were received
of persons under age, some of persons whose
residence in the voting precinct was too short,
and a great many votes were cast by persons
In Knoxville,

of foreign birth, not naturalized.

nearly three times as many votes were cast as
ever before. There were extraordinary irregularities in the conduct of the election, the same
persons casting vote after vote without disguise

and giving each time fictitious names. The returns were held back until after the last were
known to have been received from the country
towns, creating the suspicion that preparations
were made to extend the poll books and stuff the
ballot boxes as far as might seem necessary to
give that town a prima facie majority.
The Knoxville managers evidently assumed
that a large fraudulent vote would be cast in
Galesburg, and that they could only secure a
majority on the face of the returns by a vote at
Knoxville equal to several times their voting
population.
With an apparent majority they

would retain possession; and if, in contest, their
vote should be thrown out, by the same ruling
Galesburg's would share the same fate, and
they would win on the vote of the other towns.

THE QUESTION LITIGATED.
The hearing was at Macomb, before Judge
The Court held the Galesburg returns

Higbee.

concluding that,

while

some

illegal

votes were cast, the votes could be found and
received and counted, throwing out those proved
to be illegal; but that the election at Knoxville

was fraudulent throughout, and the returns of
no value as evidence. On appeal, the decision
was affirmed in the Supreme Court. In the
Circuit Court the Galesburg attorneys were T.
G. Frost, E. P. Williams, A. Kitchell and B. P
Arnold. For Knoxville there appeared A. M.
Craig, P. H. Sanford, H. M. Weed and Messrs.
Beckwith, Ayer, and Kales. When the case was
Galesburg cause appeared to be lost,
to the splendid presentation of evidence
prepared by P. H. Sanford and G. L. Hannaman. But an adjournment for a few days was
secured, and in that time the Galesburg attorneys, through the valuable suggestions and
management of Henry R. Sanderson, had overcome the weight of Knoxville's evidence by an
equally clever arrangement and presentation of

called, the

owing

own. In the Supreme Court, J. A. McKentook the place of Kitchell and Arnold, while
Harvey succeeded Sanford and Weed.
The decision was published in January, 1873
(63 111. Rep. 405), nearly four years after the
The records were removed to Galeselection.
burg, to rooms in readiness for them. That city,
immediately after the election in 1869, purchased
and deeded to the Commissioners appointed by
their

zie

Curtis K.

the County Board a lot on Cherry street, and
erected a building for clerks' offices in compliance with their contract, the building remaining ready for occupancy while the suit was

pending. The city also secured to the county
the right to hold court for ten years in the then
recently erected Opera House, on the south side
of the

same

public square, and jury rooms

in

the

block.

In 1870, while the county seat case was pending in the courts, the Constitutional Convention

was

held,

Hon. A. M. Craig, of Knoxville, being

a member. The interests which Knoxville might
have, if another election should be thought of
after the decision of the then

pending

case,

were

It was provided
well and jealously guarded.
that elections might be held for removal of a
once
in ten years.
county seat not oftener than

Removals might be made to a place nearer the
geographical center by a majority vote, but to
a point further from such center a three-fifths
vote was required.
The decision in Galesburg's favor was soon
followed by a call for an election for removal

KNOX COUNTY COURT HOUSE.

KNOX COUNTY
which was held in November,
The county was more thoroughly can73.
than before, and many considerations in
favor of Knoxville had somewhat lost force.
It could not be said that the Galesburg propositions were not made in good faith, its promises
Moreover,
having all been handsomely met.
the force of the arguments in favor of that
point had been tested. The aversion to a change
In existing relations was no longer a potent
A wholesome provision of
factor against her.
Knoxville,

new law permitted, in every precinct within
the towns from which and to which removal
was proposed, a challenging board from the
The election was fairly conducted,
rival town.
the

and resulted in a majority against removal.
As the time limiting the obligation of the
city to provide for the county approached, a
There
feeling of Jealous distrust appeared.
were apprehensions that the city influence
would attempt to secure expensive buildings.
Involving the county in debt, with a burden of
taxation to be borne for years. The Galesburg
Supervisors felt that the county was not suffering for accommodations, and were willing to
wait the development of a better sentiment. At
the expiration of the term of the city's liability,
the same rooms were reoctfupied. but at the
expense of the county. On September 22, 1881,
partly with a disposition to make the necessity
for a court house appear less, the Board ordered

that a contract be let for adding a second story
to the building occupied by the clerks' offices,
one half of it to be used as a court room.

NEW COURT

HOUSE.

In 1883, a majority of the Supervisors favored
new court house, some of the country

building a

members being desirous of proceeding at once.
Mr. Sansbury, of Victoria, prepared a resolution
for the

appointment of a committee

to report

plans to the Board at its next meeting.
Yet
many doubted whether they would be sustained
by their constituents in favoring such action,
anil it was the prevailing sentiment that it was
not safe to raise the issue, since it might endanger the return of some members. In 1884, the

members came

back, reporting a

more favorable
sentiment than they had expected. A committee
to investigate was appointed April 15,
1884,
authorized to procure plans for a suitable court
house, the cost not to e.xceed $100,000, If
the
outlay could be possibly kept within that
limit.

The committee was

member from

selected

with
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and one from each of the four quarters of the
county.

It

was constituted as

follows:

'W. S.

Gale, of Galesburg; A. G. Charles, of Knoxville;

William Robson. of Sparta; John Sloan, of
Salem; M. B. Hardin, of Indian Point; and
William H. Leighton, of Copley. The next year,
Mr. Charles having ceased to be a member of
the Board, his place on the committee was filled
by R. W. Miles; and a year later L. A. Townsend succeeded M. B. Harden, who was no longer
a Supervisor.
It was intended to have every
interest in the county represented on the committee.
Old members, accustomed to take
prominent parts in the Board's proceedings, in
whom their townsmen had shown their confidence by frequent re-elections, were named; it
being supposed that, when they agreed, their
conclusions would be sustained by the entire
Board and approved by the people.
After taking due time jointly to examine the
newest and best court houses in this and other
States, and to investigate the questions of new
building methods and materials, they procured plans from several prominent architects
and submitted their report. On their recommendation the plans of E. E. Myers, of Chicago,
were preferred.
Bids were called for, and
opened October 3, 1884. None of the proposals
proving satisfactory as to price, the Supervisors
advertised for others, which were opfened October

24, 1SS4.

The contract for the construction

was finally awarded to Dawson
und Anderson, of Toledo, Ohio, for $114,311..52.
the entire work to be completed by September
The corner stone was laid June 24,
1, 1886.
1885, under the auspices of the Masonic Grand
Lodge of Illinois. The edifice was partially occupied in November, 1886, but not fully completed
until January 26, 1887, when the Board held a
of the building

public reception in

it.

It is a handsome building, of solid masonry,
with iron beams, and practically Are proof, no
timber entering into its construction. The exterior is of Cleveland sandstone.
Its interior
arrangement and furnishing are well adapted

for

the uses for which

it

is

designed.

The

plan as to dimensions and arrangerooms was devised by the committee,
and few departures from their scheme were
original

ment

made.

of

In matters of construction, however, the

was given virtually full control. The
was a new departure in court house architecture.
It was proposed by the committee,

architect
style

one

with a view to allowing greater irregularity in

Galesburg, one from Knoxville,

outline, in order to permit the desired interior

care;
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arrangement. The cost, including all furnishings and outlay on grounds, was $156,261, and It
was met from the ordinary tax levies made
during the time of construction. The amount
thereby added to the taxes of these years was
so small a per cent, of the total levies, and
so little felt, that there was some incredulity
expressed when the people of the county were
told that there was nothing more to pay. The
building was immensely popular, and nowhere
more so than among those who had opposed
Its

It

erection through fear of debt and taxation.
stands a monument to the judgment and good

taste of the people of

Knox County.

THE
The

first

jail

in

JAIL.

Knox County was

built at

Knoxville by John G. Sanburn. The County
Commissioners, at their June meeting in 1832,
determined that a jail must be constructed. On
September 14, 1S32, Mr. Sanburn contracted to
build one for ?240. It was soon finished; but,
as may be judged from the price, it was not a
very pretentious prison. It was a square building,

two

stories in height, with a door leading

into the upper story only.

There was a trap

Thomas
McLean County, at

ed by Hon.

Judge of
the instance of Knoxville

F. Tipton, Circuit

of an election to be
held to decide on the removal of the county
was served on the Board
of Supervisors, prohibiting them from proceed-

citizens

in

anticipation

seat back to Knoxville,

ing with the building. The election, however,
having been determined adversely to Knoxville,
bids were received on January 15, 1874, and the
contract awarded to Ira K. Stevens for $34,900.
To extend the grounds the Board, on January
16, 1874, bought of A. Burlingham an adjacent
lot fronting on Cherry street and another lot of
A. N. Bancroft, adjoining but facing South
street, a part of which was afterward sold. The
building was well planned and very substanially
constructed, and presents a good appearance.
It is of red brick, with foundations and trimmings of gray limestone, two stories in height,
with a high basement. The sheriff's residence
is in front, and the main prison is in the rear.
The floors and ceilings of the latter are constructed of large slabs of limestone, and similar

Corridors the height of
slabs line the walls.
the two stories surround the room on three sides,
and on each side of the center is a row of cells,

comprising thirty

door in the floor and through this the prisoners
were let down to the lower room, then the trap
door was closed, and the prisoner was supposed
to be safely incarcerated.
This temporary
structure sufficed for a time; but in 1840, the
Commissioners ordered the Clerk to advertise
for bids for a new jail. The successful bid was
made by Zelotes Cooley and the contract was
closed January 26, 1841, the cost to be $8,724.
But the Commissioners, after due reflection,
considered this amount too excessive, so they
gave Mr. Cooley $300 for his plans, and made a
new contract with Alvah Wheeler, the price
being $7,724, which, however, proved too small
to insure first class work, and the building soon
became dilapidated, causing the county large
expense for repairs and the hire of men to guard

back

the prisoners.

ing a convenient tract of land for sale cheap,
determined to purchase a county poor farm. On
March 5, 1856, they purchased of M. G. Smith
for the sum of $3,000, the west half of the southwest quarter of Section 21, Knox Township.
The farmhouse already on the land was converted into a poorhouse; but it furnished
wretched accommodations, and the complaints
that ensued were loud and frequent, even the
committee of supervisors exclaiming against it.
Finally, in 1S66, the Board determined to erect
a new almshouse and R. W. Miles. L. B. Con-

After the removal of the county seat to Galesburg, the Board of Supervisors appointed a

com-

mittee to prepare plans for the construction of
a jail on a lot on Cherry street, which had been
purchased by the city. The committee visited
other counties for the purpose of inspecting
their jails and procured the plans upon which,
with some modifications, the county building
^as since been constructed. These plans were
a Hipted, and on March 18, 1873, bids were reOn that same day, an injunction, grant•jivod

in all.

to back, in three tiers,

The back, the

sides, the floor

and ceiling

a single slab. Besides these cells,
there is a dungeon, rarely used, and five cells in
the front part of the building used for the insane

of each cell

is

women and

for boys. The structure has proved
secure and is well arranged for the supervision
and control of prisoners, and is well heated,
It was first occupied
ventilated, and drained.
by Sheriff A. W. Berggren, October 3, 1874.

THE ALMHOUSE.
For twenty-five years after the organization
Knox County, the paupers were farmed out
to the lowest bidder; but after township organization was adopted, this system was thought
inadequate, and the Board of Supervisors, findof

KNOX
ger,

tee
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and Cephas Arras were appointed a commiton building. The people of Knoxville, being

naturally a great deal interested in the matter,
prepared plans and submitted them to the Board.
But the plans were for a building as large as
the present one, which rather dismayed many
of the supervisors and temporarily stopped the
project. Then the Galesburg members proposed
a committee, appointed in April, 1S66, to secure
a location for the building. At the instance of
W. Selden Gale, L. E. Conger bought for this
committee Jne northwest quarter of Section 24,
Galesburg Township, for $8,000. On behalf of
Galesburg, W. S. Gale offered the Board $10,000
to locate the almshouse on this site.
But the
Knoxville people rallied their friends, asked that
only a portion of the proposed building be built
and secured the erection of the almshouse on
The Board sold the Galesburg
its present site.
property for $9,000 and purchased, on June 15,
1866, thirty-six acres adjoining the old poor
farm, from William Y. Miller, for $2,340; and
two days later, thirty-three acres from .John
Eads. for $3,000.

The contract for the main building and west
wing was let to William Armstrong, for $20,000.
The furniture, heating, and the stocking of the
farm brought the total cost to $39,037.21. The
east wing was built by Parry and Stevens, of
Galesburg, in accordance with the original plans,
the contract being let August 21, 1876, for $17,The design was by W. W. Boyington, of
400.
Chicago, in Gothic style. The building is constructed of brick and limestone, 166x80, with two
stories and a basement.
In 1890, the number of insane in Knox County
was larger than the state asylums would take
from the county, so the erection of an annex
for the insane became necessary.
W. S. Gale,
S. Simpson, William Robson, H. M. Sisson,
and James Rebstock were appointed a committee to consider the matter, and they adopted
plans of I. A. Coleman (really their own plans
approved by Mr. Coleman) for a three-story
J.

building, corresponding to the almshouse, to be

attached to the west wing by a corridor. March
18, 1890. P. O. Munson, of Galesburg, contracted
In 1898, the building was
it for $26,459.
again found inadequate, and the Board determined on an annex for insane females, to be

to build

erected at the east side of the building, according to plans prepared by Gottschalk and Beadle.
The contract was awarded to Munson and Tingleaf for the sum of $20,000, exclusive of heating
and lighting, which will probable be $6,000 more.

V NT Y
The contract was let in the latter part of July,
1898, and the annex was finished in the summer of 1899. A new laundry building also became a necessity, and the contract for this was
awarded F. W. Hawk, of Knoxville, on September 27, 1898, for $16,000, the work to be done as
soon as possible. It was finished early in 1899,
and, with these improvements, the almshouse
was one of the handsomest and most convenient
in the state. The poor farm comprises about one

hundred and fifty acres.
When thg almshouse was built. Dr. L. J. Cleveland and his wife took charge. Soon after Dr.
Cleveland died, and Dr. M. A. McClelland was
appointed
to
the
place.
Mrs.
Cleveland
(afterwards Mrs. M. A. McClelland) was a
most efficient matron and superintendent, and
retained her position until March 1, 1886, when
M. P. DeLong was appointed superintendent,
which position he filled until February, 1892.
The Board at that time appointed John Cook,
the present superintendent, the change being
made on account of Mr. DeLong's ill-health.

RAILROADS.
Six

companies own the railroads

in

Knox

To the Chicago, Burlington and
Quincy Company belongs a line running from
Galesburg towards Chicago, originally built by
the Central Military Tract Company, crossing
the northern line of the county five miles from
its northeastern corner;
the line from Galesburg to Quincy, crossing the southern line of
the county at St. Augustine, first built by the
Northern Cross Railroad Company; the lines
built by the Peoria and Oquawka Railroad Company, from Galesburg towards Burlington and
towards Peoria, crossing the eastern line of the
county between Yates City and Elmwood; the
line running south from Yates City, built by the
company itself under the Jacksonville and
Savannah charter; the line built by the Rockford, Rock Island and St. Louis Company in
1870, crossing the northern and western lines of
the county in Rio Township; and the line
from Galesburg to Rio, which the company
County.

The main

line of the Atchison,

Topeka and

Santa Fe Railroad (running into Chicago), built
in 1887, crosses the county from east to west,
passing through Galesburg and through the central tier of

townships.

The Iowa Central, entering the county in
Cedar Township, two miles west of Abingdon,
and running through the city of that name, as
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well as Indian Point and Chestnut Townships,
and crossing the southern line of the county at
London Mills, was built in 1880 by the Peoria
and Farmington Railroad Company.

The Fulton County Narrow Gauge Railroad,
from Galesburg to the Illinois River at
Havanna, crossing the corner of Cedar Township and running through the townships of
Orange and Chestnut, and leaving the county at
London Mills, was built in 1882.
The Galesburg and Great Eastern Railroad
was built in 1894, from Wataga to the coal
mines in the southeastern part of Copley Township; and in 1898, a branch was built, extending
the line into the village of Victoria.

The Rock Island and Peoria Railroad enters
and leaves the township of Lynn, a mile and a
half from the northwestern corner of the county.

ATCHISON, TOPEKA AND SANTA FE
RAILROAD.
The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad
traversed the country from the
Missouri River to the Pacific with its trunk line
and branches, its vast system centering and
terminating at Kansas City. It became apparent
that its great volume of business demanded an
outlet of its own to Chicago. For two or three
years it was known that the engineers of that
company were employed, at intervals of relief
from other duty, in unostentatiously making
surveys, and it was presumed that its officers
might be in possession of knowledge that might
materially assist in prompt selection of a route
when the time for action came.
In the summer of 1S85, it was understood in
Galesburg that the construction had been determined upon and that surveys were in progress,
looking to a definite location.

Company had

A straight line from Kansas City to Chicago
would run close to Fort Madison and Galesburg,
and avoid the crossing of the Illinois River,
passing close to the great Hennepin Bend. It
seemed that Galesburg might reasonably expect
to be a point on the best and most available
line.

Correspondence was opened and interviews
had by Colonel Carr with Mr. Strong, the President of the road. The policy of the company
was declared to be to secure the best possible
line for through traffic; local traffic to be a
minor consideration. The most direct line with
low grades to be obtained, without an unwarranted expense, was to be sought and adopted.
It was agreed that the situation and the im-

portance of Galesburg was likely to secure it a
place in the line. Assurances were asked for
and given that the citizens of that place would
assist in exerting an influence friendly to the
road and in procuring the right of way.
The result of surveys fixed the Mississippi
crossing at Fort Madison, but showed the country northeast of Galesburg, on the direct line,
impracticable in view of the low grade determined upon.

A route most nearly fulfilling the conditions
and cost, ran north of and
nearly parallel with the line of the Chicago,
Burlington and Quincy road, which was from
sixteen to eighteen miles shorter than the line
The purchase of the Hihkley
as it now runs.
road, covering more than one-third the distknce
from Fort Madison to Chicago, made a more
southern route, crossing the Illinois River, a
necessity.
At no point can the valley of that
stream be directly crossed without great difficulty in reaching the upland, on one side or
of distance, grade

the other.

After

much time

Chillicothe

was

given to thorough surveys.
most available

selected as the

This threw Galesburg off the direct line
between the rivers, and in September the confident expectations of the people of that place
were dashed by information given to Colonel
Carr by Mr. Strong that the road could not
come there. Mr. Strong said that Mr. Robinson,
the chief engineer, had found a route twelve
miles south of Galesburg, which was three
miles shorter and not more expensive in conExpressing his personal sympathies
struction.
and regrets, he believed Galesburg would be
taken care of. would be provided with a branch
after the building of the main line, and he hoped
the company would still enjoy the good will and
assistance of the citizens. It was, apparently,
a final blow, but after consulting with Mr. Gale,
bring
it was determined to make an effort to
pressure to bear on Mr. Robinson. Writing to
Mr. Strong, Colonel Carr insisted that a road
crossing the county which avoided every town
in it could have no friends and could expect
point.

that its construction would
to, and earn the hostility of, Galesnot afford to lose the
could
road
The
burg.
business and the friendship of the city, whose
and already
increasing
population was rapidly
included one-third of the whole county of which
In strongest
it was the center of influence.

no

local business;

be a menace

terms he urged that Mr. Robinson should visit
Galesburg, and make a personal examination
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of the situation, the

knowledge

sessed only through reports of

from maps and

He

said:

"Is

which he possubordinates and
of

profile drawings.
it

not possible that your splen-

did engineer has heretofore built through

an

I fear he does not appreciate
the difference between a new country, where
centers of business are to be created by the
railroad, and one where the centers are already

unsettled country?

Colonel Carr further appealed for
to. and received assurance of sympathy from, officers of the road, his personal
friends, George R. Peck. General Solicitor; C.
W. Smith, Traffic Manager, and J. E. Frost,
Land Commissioner. A visit from Mr. Robinson was promised, and on December 4, he came
established."

assistance

to Galesburg.

He was

able to appreciate the

appearance of its population, business and
thrift, and withal the unexpected and extraordinary opportunity afforded by the Cedar Fork
Valley for a cheap and direct route through the
very heart of the city. He promised to report
the situation to the Directors, and held out the
encouragement that a decision in favor of Galesburg would be rendered, but only on condition
that the necessary depot grounds and right of
way through the city should be donated by the
municipality or private owners. He added that
it would be impossible for the company to form
any reliable estimate of their cost, and said
that in any case there would be a further addition to the outlay necessary for the construction

and future operation of the longer line.
A committee had previously been appointed
to look after the interests of the city with the

Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Company, at a
meeting in the rooms of the Galesburg Club,
Mayor Foote presiding. W. S. Gale, Clark E.
Carr, E. P. Williams, J. T. McKnight and A. C.
Clay composed the committee. At their call, a
large audience assembled in the Princess Rink,
then the largest hall in the city, on December
9.
Mayor Foote presided. The citizens were
already aroused, and the object of the meeting
well understood. Mr. Gale, for the committee,
submitted a full statement of the correspondence
with the offlcers of the road, and explained the
terms upon which a station on the line was
practically assured to the city.
He urged that
the citizens of Galesburg should not forfeit the
most favorable opportunity ever presented, and
probably the last to be offered, to secure that
for which they had so long hoped and labored
in vain, a good railroad, fairly competing with
the one line on which the city then depended.

f)4.5

After addresses from several prominent citizens
a series of resolutions were adopted, presented
by D. H. Frisbee. calling on the citizens to provide the means required, and on the City Council
to render all necessary aid possible by ordinances, or otherwise. A canvassing committee

was appointed, by

whom

subscription

papers

were prepared and actively circulated, the subscriptions being liberal and promptly made.
In the meantime, the line as located inter-

more than had been expected, with valuimprovements, and was evidently to be
more expensive than had been contemplated.
It was feared that the load would prove too
heavy to be carried, as the money must all be
fered,

able

raised by private, voluntary subscriptions, no
hope for return being offered the subscribers

except through the general improvement of the
city.

On December 17, the committee informed Mr.
Robinson that they would be able to give the
company a written guarantee, executed by responsible men, that upon the building of the
road through the city the depot grounds
required would be conveyed, with right of way
west of Broad
right of

way

street,

and one-third the cost of
Three days

east of Broad street.

dispatch was received from Mr. Strong,
Boston, addressed to Messrs. Carr and

later, a

from

It read as follows:
"Directors are in
session; road will be located through Galesburg
if right of way and depot grounds are furnished;

Gale.

otherwise on the line south of Galesburg; till
three p. m. next day given for reply." Calling
for explanation, a second dispatch told that
"nothing but the entire cost of depot and right

way would be accepted."
The situation was serious. The subscriptions
were incomplete; there was more or less uncertainty as to the cost of the ground demanded;
the most public-spirited citizens might be
expected to hesitate about assuming personal
obligations to an indefinite amount, relying on
voluntary aid of others, prompted by sympathy
only, after the object had been secured.
A circular was at once sent to sixty of the
most responsible and public-spirited citizens,
informing them that the committee had matters
of supreme importance to communicate, and
calling on them to meet at the court house at
ten o'clock next morning, promptly and without
fail.
The committee spent the evening of
December 20 in consultation and preparation
for the work of the next day.
A draft of an
Instrument of guarantee, presented by Mr. Gale,
of
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was carefully and critically considered, that it
might be seen that every essential point was
fully covered and that there was no ambiguity
*n expression, or room for doubt in construction.
The meeting of the twenty-first was fully
attended.
The situation was thoroughly explained and the proposed guarantee presented.
There was little discussion.
B.
F.
Arnold,
George W. Brown and E. P. Williams led off
with expressions of willingness to sign the
guarantee. T. J. Hale, declaring there was no
time for debate, but only for immediate action
offered resolutions that the meeting approved
the giving of the depot grounds and right of
way,' and would join in the guarantee, and called
The vote was unanimous,
for a rising vote.
the paper was signed by all present and afterwards by others, the Directors in Boston were
notified at once, and a reply was received that
Mr. Robinson had been directed to proceed with
the location accordingly.
It was a grand exhibition of public spirit and
mutual confidence, and no one has been known

to regret his part in

The subscriptions

it.

to the funds continued to be

In the end the number of subscribers
reached four hundred and ninety-five, the sums
ranging from one dollar to two thousand. The
Mr. J. T.
total amount raised was ?64,243.55.
McKnight and Asa A. Matteson were appointed
to collect the subscriptions and purchase the
right of way. The selection was fortunate, since
between them these gentlemen
possessed
qualifications eminently useful in the complicated work, and ably and energetically carried it
through.
In their final report very few subscriptions
appeared uncollected, and after all costs and
expenses had been paid, a balance of $2,451.41
remained. This was ordered distributed among
the subscribers pro rata, making a rebate of 4Vi
per cent on the amount paid by each.
From first to last, no misunderstanding with

made.

the

company

close

the

or

its

officers

company's

was had.

solicitor

At the

expressed

the

pleasure felt by the railroad oSicials at the fair
and honorable manner in which they had been
treated by the city of Galesburg and

The Directors showed

its

people.

appreciation by
the finest depot on
their line from Kansas City to Chicago,
In answer to insinuations that the action of
the company in requiring contributions from
Galesburg was "making a blulT" and not actually

erecting in the city

made

in

good

faith.

their

much

Mr. Strong has recently

a letter to a friend: "But for the correspondence between Colonel Carr and the railroad officials the road would never have come to
Galesburg, and if the required pledge had not
been made on the day set for it, the road would
have been located on another line."
said, in

THE CHICAGO, BURLINGTON AND QUINCY
RAILROAD.
and Oquawka
Peoria and
was passed in 1849.
Oquawka were at the time connected by a daily

The

act incorporating the Peoria

Railroad

line of stage coaches.

No

intermediate points

were named in the charter, but it was expected
the chief towns on the stage line Knoxville,
Galesburg and Monmouth would be served, but
that for the stage line between Peoria and
Knoxville the older route, by way of Farmington and Maquon, would be taken. In 1849, an
organization was made, public meetings held,
and some interest excited; in 1850, a more
serious effort was made, and James Knox, of

—

—

Knoxville, was made President of the road. At
Galesburg, the interest felt gradually cooled.
Notwithstanding the assurances of Mr. Knox,
there were fears that the jealousy of the other

towns, on which Galesburg was gaining in population and business, would secure a location
that would leave that place at one side. It was
believed by some, that another line, of greater
value to Galesburg, would be called for from the
Mississippi, below the lower rapids, to the terminus of the Illinois and Michigan Canal, construction of the latter having been resumed;
and that such a line would be forced, by the

nature of the country, to follow the divide
between the rivers, and pass through that place,
and it would be well to reserve the strength of
At the
the town to aid in its construction.
close of the year, the people of Galesburg had
cut loose from the Peoria and Oquawka project,
and were committed to another scheme.
February 10, 1851. the Peoria and Oquawka
charter was amended, fixing as points on its line
Farmington. Knoxville and Monmouth; authorizing the company to acquire the right of way,
and the old grade of the Peoria and Warsaw
line, between Peoria and Farmington. belonging to the State, a relic of the collapsed internal
improvement system; and empowering it to
construct a branch to the Mississippi River
near Burlington.

On

the

first

of the

same month, the Northern

Cross Railroad Company, chartered in 1849 to
occupy the old State line from Quincy to Mere-
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branch to the
terminus of the Illinois and Michigan Canal, on
the most eligible route through the Military
(losia.

was authorized

to build a

Tract, not east of Knoxville.
On the fifteenth of the same month, the Cen-

Military Tract Railroad Company was
chartered to build from Galesburg to connect
with the Rock Island and LaSalle line, in either
tral

or Bureau Counties.
In 1851. Colonel Richard P. Morgan, Chief
Engineer of the Rock Island and LaSalle Company, left that road and was appointed on the
Peoria and Oquawka. He condemned the Farmington route, and insisted on the Kickapoo
Valley as the only one available westward from

Henry

an amendment to the charter
authorized construction without reference to
Farmington; it also permitted the establishment of a ferry at Burlington, and the extension
Peoria.

In 1852,

of the road to the eastern limit of the State.
The abandonment of the route over the high,

well cultivated prairie, and leaving Farmington
(then a thriving, enterprising town), was

severely

criticised,

and

the

character

and

motives of the engineer bitterly attacked.
Colonel Morgan was an old engineer, of large
experience and high standing and a thoroughly
honorable gentleman. Nobody who knew his
opinions on railroad construction, or had observed his work on the Hudson River, the
Galena and Chicago, and the Rock Island railroads, wondered at his selection of a route in
locating the Peoria and Oquawka line. He cared
little for curves, but he abhored steep grades.
The line was located to run past Galesburg,
more than two miles south of the public square.
Oquawka having given no sufficient aid, the
western end of the main line was not located,
the Burlington branch practically superseding
The people of Burlington became the most
it.
active promoters of the road, prominent among

them being .James W. Grimes. Charles Mason
and William F. Coolburgh. In Peoria and Warren counties, municipal bonds were issued in
aid. the indifference at Oquawka and the hostility at Galesburg preventing like action in

Henderson and Knox counties.
Two divisions were made. Knoxville becoming
the separating point, and all aid given was to
be expended in the division in which it was
obtained. Work was begun at once, and prosecuted from each end of the line. By the fall
of 1854. the road was partially built, and the
means of the company and the contractors
exhausted.

(HI

Near the close of 1850, when the claims of
the Peoria and Oquawka were being discussed
in Galesburg, Mr. Marcus B. Osborne, a director
of the Rock Island and LaSalle Company, whose
road was not then located but was designed to
connect the upper Mississippi with the Illinois
River, at the terminus of the Canal, informed
W. S. Gale that the Directors of that road had
accepted a proposition made by Sheffield and
Farnham, the contractors building the Michigan Southern road, then approaching it.s intended terminus at Chicago.
The Directors
were to secure a change of charter, giving right
to extend the line to Chicago, reorganizing their

company, and secure an entrance into that city.
The Michigan Southern would connect near
Chicago and run in on the same line. Sheffield
and Farnham would construct the Rock Island
and Chicago road for |22,000 per mile, taking
one-half in bonds of the road, one-third in
stock, and would accept municipal bonds, as
far as offered, for the remainder.
Mr. Osborne
expected the road to follow the stage route and
make points at Cambridge and Witherfield,
coming within a little more than thirty miles
of Galesburg and making a short line over the
then open prairie. He had no doubt the contractors would be glad to take up so valuable
a feeder, as a branch to Galesburg would be on
quite as easy terms as were offered for the main
line.
Mr. Gale was associate editor of the News
Letter, and the next issue of that paper contained an account of the situation as reported,
urging the feasibility of securing the construction of such a branch, the importance it would
give to Galesburg as a point to which would be
drawn the lines seeking an outlet to the canal
and lake from the south and west. Southwick
Davis, editor of the Register, replied in his next
Issue, opposing the scheme as an interference
with the Peoria and Oquawka line, the con-

of which could be secured and on
which Galesburg would be a point if its assistance were given. The result was a discussion
on the streets, followed by a called meeting of
the citizens.
The question was thoroughly
debated.
The strongest presentation of the
Peoi-ia side was by C, S. Colton and H. H. May.
They insisted that the Peoria line could be more
certainly secured, and that it had more value
than a direct route to Chicago, being so short
in comparison, and that from Peoria there was
water transportation in every direction. That
in the end Peoria would get railroad connection
with Chicago, and through it railroad trans-

struction
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portation to that city would be but little longer
than by way of the Rock Island road. The
argument of the friends of the Chicago route

and at the conclusion, by unanimous

prevailed,

agreement, a committee was appointed to prepare and secure the passage of a charter for a
branch of that road.
It was feared opposition might be met with
in the Legislature, and that Galesburg would
he at a disadvantage. The State and the Legislature were overwhelmingly democratic. Gales-

burg had no good political standing. It was
as an abolition town, and in 1851, aboli-

known

most sections of Illinois,
The Senator and the Representative from Knox County were Whigs and
from Knoxville, and individually were greatly
interested in the Peoria and Oquawka Company.
tionists

were,

in

cordially hated.

George

new
crat,

C.

Lanphere, an active advocate of the

was County Judge and a demoand was selected to go to Springfield in

project,

The Lieutenant
the interest of the charter.
Governor, William McMurtry, was from Hentown, it was supposed, would
share with Galesburg the benefit of the scheme.
Colonel McMurtry was very influential in his
party, and popular both at home and at Springfield, where he had represented his district both
in the House and in the Senate.
His aid was
counted on. Judge Lanphere met at Springfield
Onias C. Skinner, of Quincy, a prominent lawyer
and leading democratic politician, afterward a
Judge of the Supreme Court, and a native of
Whitesboro. His nearest relatives were at
Galesburg. He had a bill authorizing the Northern Cross Railroad to build a branch to LaSalle.
The first proposition was to adapt his bill to the
case and carry out the Galesburg scheme under
it,
but after protests from that city to the
derson;

that

it must have its own bill, and that its
work must be under its own control, it was
agreed that more might be effected by first

effect that

securing the Galesburg end of the line, since,
with that accomplished, the Quincy end would
easily follow.
Judge Skinner gave the name
Central Military Tract to the Galesburg road.
Indicating the ultimate design of the scheme.
Governor McMurtry was the first President of
the road. Committees were appointed to meet
the Rock Island Directors and contractors at
Rock Island and Chicago. Galesburg's representatives were cordially received. Mr. Farnham gave ample assurance that when the Rock
Island road was finally provided for, he would
take up the Central Military Tract line on like

Major William P. Whittle was appointed
Engineer, with B. B. Wentworth and
George Churchill, assistants.
The preliminary surveys were disappointing.
The Rock Island line had been located farther
to the north, and on low ground, nowhere
reaching the high prairie. Points where easy
descent from the high ground could be made
were few. Unlooked for difficulty was found in
crossing Pope and Edwards valleys. The most
favorable route found was fifty-four miles in
length, and was substantially that on which the

terms.

Chief

road was finally constructed, as far as the Coal
Creek valley, between Neponset and Buda.
From thence it turned at a right angle and ran
down the valley, touching the Rock Island road

farm of Green Reid, at
which point, in anticipation of the junction, the
town of Shefiield was laid out.
It was expected here to suspend operations,
and wait until arrangements could be made to

at its summit, on the

the full cost of construction before
expenditure of money, which might
prove ill applied. But under the influence of
the Chief Engineer, a more progressive policy
was attempted. Stock subscriptions were to be
canvassed for, in expectation of raising enough
money to grade the road and be able to place
bonds to provide for superstructure and equipment.
Complete surveys and estimates were made,
and bids for construction called for, received and
opened. But the cost was not sufficiently pro-

secure

further

vided for. The Rock Island contractors seemed
slow in coming forward to take up the road as
expected, and other connections were looked for.
The Aurora Branch Railroad had been chartered in 1849, and under the charter a road constructed from Aurora to a point on the Galena
and Chicago road, thirty miles west of Chicago.
The Central Military Tract Railroad, by length-

ening its lines about one-half, might reaeh
Aurora, thus securing a still more direct line to
Chicago. Correspondence was begun with the
Galena Railroad, but a change in the management of that company was then pending and
interfered with definite action. The Burlington
Directors of the Peoria and Oquawka road took
great interest in the Central Military Tract line
from its first inception. They regarded it as of
more value to them, if a connection could be
made with it, than the Peoria end of their own
They tried, but without success, to effect
line.
an agreement between the two companies to
connect at Galesburg, to act in concert, and to
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muuicipal aid for both roads from

Knox

County.

The Michigan Central aud the Michigan
Southern, originally planned to terminate on
the eastern shore of Lake Michigan, were in
warm competition, each working westward, and
each seeking a terminus in Chicago. The Central hart secured an entrance by a combination
with the Illinois Central, the Southern through
Its Rock Island connection
the Rock Island.
gave that line the advantage as regards securing
the south-bound travel on the Illinois and MisThe Central had a scheme to
sissippi Rivers.
meet this competition by obtaining control of
the Aurora Branch, with its running ri;:lils
over the Galena road, and to extend its line I'uity
miles, to the proposed line of the Illinois Central, north of LaSalle, and run trains from their
depot in Chicago to the last named point. Governor Grimes, of Burlington, was informed of
this plan while in Boston, and saw an opportunity for the Central Military Tract Railroad.
Finding Mr. Colton in Boston, they had an
interview with the Michigan Central management, showed the advantage to be secured by
taking an interest in the Central Military Tract
line and extending it to meet the proposed
Aurora extension, and secured a promise that
Mr. Joy, when going out to examine the Aurora
Branch, would visit Galesburg. Word came to
that city through William J. Selden, who
traveled with Governor Grimes on his way
home, that nothing should be done on the road
till Mr. .Joy arrived.
Further explanation was
had when Mr. Colton returned. While Mr. Joy
was being awaited, Mr. Farnham and Norman
B. Judd, the latter the attorney for the

Island

Company, came

to

Rock

Galesburg to make
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meet the Aurora extension. The men he
represented would subscribe to the stock of

to

both these roads the amount necessary for their
construction, beyond the local subscriptions and
the proceeds of such bonds as could, with profit
to

the stockholders, be placed on the roads.
increase in the local subscriptions,

He urged an

however, in order that Eastern people might
see that the country had sufficient wealth to
support the road, and that the people on the
line had enough interest in the road to secure
His propositions were approved,
its protection.
and time given to make up the desired increase.
No great difficulty was found in securing the
stock subscriptions, since it was thought that
there was a certain profit to be made, and as
Mr. Joy had given assurance that the instalments would be called for only as the work
proceeded, that after twenty-five per cent of the

amount had been paid the stock would be
security for any additional instalments called
for, and that the earnings would return the
money within a few years. Among the large
were:
Silas Willard, and C. S.
each; Silvanus Ferris, Henry
Ferris. James Bunce, Patrick Dunn, Enos McEnlear, William J. Selden, and W. Selden Gale,
$10,000 each; George W. Gale, $6,500.
At the time of his visit Mr. Joy was told of
the understanding with the people of Quincy.
and was induced to go over that route. He did
not hesitate to give assurances that with such
local aid as they were able to raise, he could
find market for the securities necessary to build
subscribers
Colton.

$25,000

the line.
In January. 1852, acts were passed giving a
to the Central Military Tract Rail-

new charter

any road
running towards Chicago; authorizing the
Aurora Branch road to extend its line to a
point at least fifteen miles north of LaSalle and
connect with any road running north from that
point; and changing its name to the Chicago
and Aurora Railroad.
road, with the right to connect with

arrangements for building the road, A month
earlier they would have been gladly welcomed,
but just then their proposition could be neither
accepted nor rejected with safety. They were
put off for a few day.s. on the plea that the
Quincy people must be consulted and be committed, in advance, to follow the lead taken by
Galesburg, as it would never do to leave them
free to make combinations with others, which
might result in bringing a competing line into
the territory. A committee was sent to Quincy,
and secured an agreement that the two companies should stand together. Very soon afterward Mr. Joy arrived. He was delighted with
the country and its prospects. He proposed a
reorganization of the company, an extension of

In the reorganization of the Central Military
Tract Company, John W. Brooks, General
Manager of the Michigan Central, was made
President; John McPherson Berrien, Chief EnThe local
gineer; W. W. Duffiekl. Treasurer.
Directors were from the large stockholders
Willard, Colton, Bunce, Selden and G. W. and
W. S. Gale. The offices were opened at Princeton, work beginning at and progressing from the
eastern end. It reached Galesburg in the latter

its line to

part of December, 1854,

the line of the Illinois Central, there
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The Chicago and Aurora and the Central

the double track from Chicago to Burlington

Military Tract roads were then put under joint

was

management, which

In 1860-61 the line running south of Yates
City to the county line was completed under the
charter of the Jacksonville and Savannah. (See
Salem.)
In 1884. the new passenger station was fin-

method

continued

until

under the name of the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy, in 1856.
In 1854, negotiations were opened for aid to
be extended by the allied roads to the Peoria
and Oquawka, to be used in construction of its
western division. An agreement was reached
and a contract entered into at Monmouth. At
that conference there were present James W.
Brooks and James F. Joy, of Detroit; James W.
Grimes and William F. Coolbaugh, of Burlington; George C. Bestor, of Peoria; Abner C.
Harding and Ivory Quimby, of Monmouth, and
W. Selden Gale. James Knox had promised to
be present but failed to appear. Of these men
the only one now living is Mr. Gale, the youngest of the company. The line of the road was to
be re-established between Cameron and Knoxville so as to connect with the Central Military
Tract road at Galesburg, the people of that
city to furnish four acres of ground for a depot.
The allied roads would provide money to complete the western division, and were to remain
in possession until the obligations were paid,
accounting for net profits, and were to have
continuous running rights over the road. Under
that agreement the western division was completed to Galesburg in 1855.
By 1856, the Peoria and Oquawka Company
had completed the line from Galesburg to Peoria.
In 1856, the Chicago, Burlington and
Quincy Company acquired title to the road from
Peoria to Burlington by purchase of securities
and process of foreclosure.
The construction of the Northern Cross Railroad, from Quincy to Galesburg, which was begun in 1852, was completed in 1855, having
been aided by the Chicago and Aurora and the
Central Military Tract companies. Soon after
completion it was placed under the management of the Chicago. Burlington and Quincy,
and was afterwards bought by that corporation
at sale under foreclosure.
their consolidation

On November

11, 1870, the Rockford. Rock
Louis road was completed from
St. Louis, at a cost of about
Jll.Ono.OOO, and on April 21, 1876, it passed un-

Island and

St.

Rock Island

to

der a foreclosure sale for $1,600,000 into the
possession of the Chicago, Burlington
and
Quincy. It runs for a few miles through Rio

Township.
owners,
line

To make connection with

in the

summer

from Galesburg

it

of ISSO. built a

to Rio.

the

new

branch

In this year also

finished.

ished. It is a very large and handsome building,
and reflects great credit upon both the railroad
and the town.
The following table shows the growth of the
line in reference to its importance in Knox
County:

TRAINMEN EMPLOYED

IN

KNOX COUNTY.
Monthly
wages.

1856.
1866.
1893.
1896.
1899.

15
141
943
700
741

Total

men
men
men
men
men

575.00

$

7,252.61
61,072.00
60,000.00
54,476.00

number

of

men employed

in

Knox

County:

Monthly
Year.
1893
1896
1899

After the
Burlington
roads were
In 1857. the

Employed.

wages.

2,030
1,400
1,760

$106,300.00
96,000.00
96,200.00

successful inception of the Chicago,

and Quincy system, various other
projected for this part of Illinois.

Galesburg and Rock Island and the
Galesburg and Muscatine roads were chartered,
but were never built. The Court Creek Railroad
was chartered in 1870. and Galesburg voted
$100,000 In aid of the enterprise, but it, too,
failed.
In 1875, the Keokuk, Galesburg and
Chicago Narrow Gauge was incorporated, and
citizens

of

Knox County

towards

it.

But nothing ever came

subscribed
of

$75,000

any of

these projects.

FULTON COUNTY NARROW GAUGE RAILROAD.
In 1881, the Fulton County Extension Rail-

way Company was

incorporated, and

work was

soon begun, with the intention of building from
Lewistown to the Mississippi River through
Galesburg and Monmouth. But the line was
finally completed (in 1882) only to Galesburg,
and south to Havanna. It is now known as
the Fulton County Narrow Gauge, and is
mainly a coal road, carrying the product of the
Fulton County mines.

GALESBURG AND GREAT EASTERN.
This road was incorporated April 7, 1894, as
the Galesburg, Etherly and Eastern, with a cap-

-U^a^H;?^
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ital

stock of $150,000.

The Intention was

to de-

velop the coal beds of Copley and Victoria town-

The road, which was built in 1S94, runs
from Wataga, where it connects with the Chicago. Burlington and Quincy. about twelve
miles east, and southeast to the village of Etherly. which was started because of the proposed
road, and on to the coal lands of the Galesburg
Coal Company. May 7, 1894, the road was mortIt was
gaged to the Royal Trust Company.
operated for a short time only, when the mortgage was foreclosed, and there was simply a
ships.

deserted

road bed. until the

summer

Then the mortgagees re-organized

of 1898.

the

com-

pany, changed its name to the Galesburg and
Great Eastern, completed the road to Victoria
and Etherly. and put it in good running order,

with new equipment.

Trains are regularly run
and the management contemplates extending
the line from Wataga to' Galesburg and east
from Etherly to Lacon.

IOWA CENTRAL RAILROAD.
In 1879-80. the Peoria

and Farmington Rail-

Company completed a line of road through
Knox County. Soon afterward it was sold to
road

the Central Iowa Company, and finally, through
several transfers, came into the hands of the

present company.
runs for about twelve
It
miles through Cedar. Indian Point and Chestnut townships, and has but two stations in
Knox County. Abingdon and Hermon.

THE ROCK ISLAND AND PEORIA

RAIl^

ROAD.
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pointment by the County Commissioners of each
county, of a School Commissioner. He was to
sell these school sections for each township and
'a\est the proceeds for the benefit of the public
In

schools.

sioners

first

1831,

is

of but lit-

importance to the county. It has no station
in Knox, and runs for only two or three miles
through Lynn Township.

tle

S('II(K»I,S.

the

Knox County Commis-

appointed A. D. Swarts; but he
In 1832, they appointed Wil-

failed to qualify.

who was certified September 11.
by the County Clerk, as duly appointed
Two school trustees were also appointed about this time for Henderson Township. Theoretically, each township should have
had then, as it has now, trustees to take charge
of its school management. But for many years,
while some townships had their trustees and
liam McMurtry,
1854,

and

qualified.

and managed their own affairs, others
only their lands, while their funds were

treasurer,
hp.d

managed by the County Commissioner.
The first school district was organized

at

Hen-

derson Grove, in 1836, on petition addressed to
the Commissioners, as is now done by petition
to the township trustees. The second was in the
Edgar district, embracing part of the southern
end of Knox and Galesburg townships, and was
organized in 1837. The third was the Abingdon
district, including part of Indian Point and
Cedar townships. By 1840. there were eighteen
district schools, with a total attendance of four

hundred and eighty-nine.
These were regular districts; but often schools
were organized without any petition to the
county authorities. In a sense, these were private schools, but they received public funds in
proportion to the

The Rock Island and Peoria road

COINTV

COrNTY.

just as those

A

number

of attendant pupils,

which were regularly organized.

pupil might attend the school of his choice,

whether he lived in its special district or not.
and the school received a pro rata payment
from the fund of each township whence it had
pupils.
Hence, the ability of a teacher was
shown, in a great measure, "by the number of

The first school in Knox County was taught
by Franklin B. Barber, at Henderson Grove, in
The second was in Cherry Grove, taught
by Robert Bell in the winter of 1832. These were
decidedly primitive as regards both equipment
and surrounding, and without much system or
order. They were gotten up by the local residents without reference to the rest of the county.
and without regard to State law. simply for the

The choice being unreit usually fell upon the best instructor.
The revenue of the public schools has always
been derived from four sources. First, from the
grants of Government land, one section in each
township. The main duty of the early School
Commissioners was to sell these lands and in-

set off

rudimentary instruction of their own children.
In each township the United States Government
one section, generally No. 16. to be grant-

sales

ed to the State for school purposes, in consideration of the exemption of the government

townships, as in Galesburg. where section Ifi was
within the city limits, the sums realized were

lands from taxation for

large.

1830.

The law

of

June

22.

years after sale.
authorized the ap-

five

1829.

pupils in his school.
strained,

vest the proceeds for the benefit of the township of which the section sold was part. The

were made at public auction, and

in

oome

In Henderson, one quarter of section 16

was occupied

by a squatter.

His

neighbors
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thought he ought to be allowed to buy at the
Government price, and so would not bid against
him at the sale. Hence the township received
only two hundred dollars for as fine a quarter as there was in Knox County. To-day every
township receives some income from this source.
the total amount for the county being a little
less than $2,100.
The second source of revenue is the State
fund, distributed among the counties on the
basis of the number of persons of school age
in each, as compared with the whole number
of such persons in the State. This number tas
grown smaller as Cook County's comparative
growth has increased. In 1895, Knox County
received $8,437.15 from the State. In 1874, the

sum was $15,443.
The third source

of income is the fines paid
This sum is
small and unimportant.
The fourth and main source has always been
the special tax levied for school purposes. The
total expenditure in the county for all school
purposes in 1895-6 was $173,419.28. The total
value of all school property was $409,960.
The School Commissioner of the early days
was an educational officer only to a very limited

into the treasury by the Justices.

comparatively

He examined

extent.

applicants for teachers'

certificates and was present at the institutes
and took an active part therein: but his main
duties were financial. He did not visit schools,

or assist in preparing courses of study; but he

lands and invest the proWilliam McMurtry resigned this posiIn March following, C. K. Harvey

did sell the school
ceeds.

tion in 1840.

was appointed to succeed him. The next Legislature made the office elective, and C. K. Harvey
was chosen by ballot, August 2, 1841. Thereafter, the Commissioner was elected biennially,
law of February 16, 1865, which abolished the ofiice anrf provided for the election of
a County Superintendent of Schools, who should
hold office for four years. The Superintendent
is really an educational oflScer.
He grants the
until the

teachers' certificates, visits
ularly,

all

the schools reg-

and has supervision of the course of

study.

The school lands have long since been sold,
and the proceeds are in the hands of the town
trustees, so that the sole financial duty imposed upon this officer is the reception of the
State fund, and its proportionate distribution

among
Next

the townships.
to the

Superintendent come the Townwhom there are three in each

ship Trustees, of

UX

^J'

Y.

town. Their term of office is three years, and
one is elected annually.
They appoint the
Town Treasurer and have supervision of his
work.
The last named official has charge of
all the school finances of his town.
He loans
the moneys and receives the State fund, and
to him the Collector turns over the taxes.
He
pays out money on the order of the Directors.
There are three Directors in each district, who
are elected for three years, one being chosen
every year. They engage the teachers, determine the necessary tax levy for their district,
build the school houses, and in general see to
the immediate operation of the school. In place
of these Directors, there are Boards of Education in Galesburg, Knoxville, and Oneida, who
exercise all supervision and authority over the
schools in their respective districts.

The methods of instruction are now uniform
throughout the county. The course of study followed is the one recommended by the State
Superintendent.

It

is

believed that the

Knox

County schools equal those of any county in
Illinois.
The one weak point in the system,
as administered, lies in the fact that the selection of teachers rests

of the Directors,

who

wholly in the discretion
are often absolutely with-

out knowledge of the fitness of the applicants
who seek to teach. They are not infrequently

guided in their selection by considerations of
economy, and hire teachers- simply for their
cheapness. It follows that the latter are sometimes very poorly qualified.

To increase the

efficiency of the teachers

and

broaden their ideas by bringing them in contact
with each other and with specialists in the
various lines of teaching, a County Teachers'
Institute

is

intendent.

held annually by the County SuperThe custom has been followed since

1856,

when

ville,

October 21-24.

first Institute was held at KnoxJ. H. Knapp was presiding
and the meeting is said to have been
both profitable and enjoyable. Now the Insti-

the

officer,

tutes are held during the summer vacation.
Their main function is inspirational. The best
men possible are secured to talk on subjects
connected with teaching, and the ideas presented are then discussed by the assembled
teachers. Local town Institutes are also sometimes held by the County Superintendent, and
their good effect is marked.
The report of Matthew Andrews, County Superintendent for the year ending June 30, 1896,
contains the following statistics:
There are seven High Schools in Knox County,

^y^'l^l^^^t^
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The shaft was unveiled

situated in Galesburg. Knoxvllle, Oneida. North

monument

Abingdon. South Abingdon, Yates City, and
Wataga. The attendance is five hundred and
fifty, and the number of teachers is seventeen.
Only schools with a regular course of three or
more years are reported as High Schools, and
only those with more than one room are called
graded. There are one hundred and eighty-six
school buildings, of which twenty-one are of
There are twenty-four graded, and one
brick.
hundred and sixty-two ungraded schools, in
which are enrolled 9,157 pupils, taught by 327
The persons of school age in the
teachers.

October 7. 1896, the exercises being presided
over by Mrs. Mary McCauUa and W. G. Cochran,

for $1,800.

Commanders

State

respectively of the G, A. R.

and W. R. C, and under the auspices of those
organizations, of Galesburg. Robert T. Lincoln
and Chauncey M. Depew were the speakers of
the day.
granite,
base,

and

The monument is of gray Vermont
twenty-one feet high, including the
is admirably situated to bring out its

—

preparatory departments, it may be readily understood why there are so few persons in Knox
County between the ages of 12 and 21. who are

beauty of design the figure of a private soldier
It is both beautiful and apat "parade rest."
propriate and will long bear witness to theveneration of Galesburg for Knox County's
"sons in blue."
James T. Shields Post No. 45. Galesburg, was
instituted August 8, 1869, with thirty charter
members. It was first organized as Galesburg
Post, but was changed to the present name
after the death of General Shields. Its first offiRowley Page, C; James E. Hall,
cers were:

unable to read and write.

S.

county number

11,686.

When

it

is

remembered

that, in addition to the public schools, there are

eight private schools with 393 pupils, besides
two large Catholic schools in Galesburg. and
that the various colleges have well attended

V.

C;

Adjt;

THE (iRAND ARMY OP THE REPl BLIC.

:

War there enlisted from
men. eighty-seven of them
for one hundred days, and one hundred and
seven for one year. Their names can be found
in a pamphlet published under direction of the
Memorial Hall Committee of the G. A. R. posts
There also will be
of Knox County in 1896.
found a full account of the Memorial Hall given
by Knox County, which is located on the third
floor of the court house and which is under
the immediate charge of Post No. 45. of Galesburg. There is space here only to say that it; the
hall are many relics of more than pa.^sing
interest and that both the hall and the war
museum are due to the ffforts of the O. A. R.
During the Civil

Knox County

3,876

W. Bradshaw.

D.

C. B.

The present

L. S.

ofiicers are:

R.

S.

Letheo. C; T. H. Roe,

D.

M, Wiley.

J.

V. C:

A.

W. Cochrun. Adjt.
George W. Trafton
was instituted May
members which has
Main and

J.

B.

Tate. Q.

present officers are:

Company

Beamer.

Hope Cemetery

authorities gave the

site, at

the

northeast corner of the cemetery, and about $45
was spent in improving the grounds. April 30.
1896, George Craig contracted to furnish the

Q.

D.

M.;

Witheral.

S.

V.

C:

1883,

with

thirty-six

Charles' Hall, corner of

C;

The
J.

C.

first

officers con-

McClanahan, C;

J. V. C:
The
C; George W.
Rogers, J. V. C; H. H.

H. L. Clapp,

Charles Egan, Adjt.

M.;

Colorado, was secured to come here
and aid in raising funds. A fair was held in

pointed to contract for a suitable monument.

V. C;

since increased to sixty.

Mill streets.

burg,

when

S.

Tndprwood.

Post No. 239. Knoxville,
11.

in

G. G. Stearns. S. V.

29-31, 1896.

D.

A.

sisted of the following:

armory January

F. Flint,

;

are:

In December. 1895. the members of the Galesburg G. A. R. and W. R. C. determined that a

C's

S.

C; T. G. Cook. J. V. C; L. C. Way,
Miron Rhodes. Q. M. The Post now has
one hundred and fifty members.
Post No. 58, Abingdon, was instituted July 16,^
1879, with thirty members, the number now being fifty, who meet in Masonic Hall. The first
officers were:
C. W. Bassett. C; A. M. Hopper,
S. V. C; G. M. Bowden. J. V. C; J. H. Miller.
A. M. A. W. Cochrun. Adjt. The present officers

soldiers'

nearly $1,850 was raised and a committee, composed of L. S. Lambert. L. W. Sanborn. Mrs.
F. A. Blazer and Mrs. E. R. McCulIough. was ap-

C;

Lambert, Sec'y.
Law. C; H. F.

Adjt.:

Meetings are held

Springs,

I.

Fritz, S. V.

posts of this county.

monument should be erected in Galesand Colonel Lew Ginger, of Colorado

V.

J.

Hyde, Q, M.;

J.
J.

P.

W.

Tate.

Q. M.; H. L. Clapp, Adjt.

Hancock Post No. 552. Maquon. was organized
January 26. 1886, with twenty-three members.
The present officers are: Albert Smith, C;
John Jones. Adjt.
Morgan L. Smith Post No. 666. Yates City,
had for

its first officers the following:
J. N.
Burch. C: William S. Kleckner. S. V. C; B. F.
Pittman, J. V. C; J. B. Reed. Q. M.; J. 0. Wren.
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Chap.; M.

W. French,

Adjt.; R. B. Corbin, Surg.;

Lutheran Church in the last named
At this meeting Hon. A. W. Berggren, of
Galesburg, was chosen chairman; Swan Peterson, of Knoxville, secretary; and committees

of the First

Officer of the Day; R. A. Lower,
Guard; Wilson Adams, Sergt. Maj.;
D. M. Carter, Q. M. S. The present officers are:

city.

A. Hensley, C; T. F. Cunningham, S. V. C;
H. C. Soules, J. V. C; 0. P. Fetters, Q. M.; .J. O.

on constitution and permanent organization
were appointed as follows: Lewis L. Gibson,
Nels Nelson and Lewis Burgland were named
on the former; Captain C. E. Landstrum, John
Peterson and George Eckstrand, composed the

F.

W. Brown,

Officer of the

J.

Wren, Chap.; L. A. Lawrence,
ent membership is fifteen.
T. G. Tait

thirty-flve

Post No.

The

pres-

698, Victoria, consists of

members, and the following

W. Harrison, C;
Thomas Woolsey, J.
C.

S.

Adjt.

G.

V.

officers:

W. Reynolds, S.
C; C. A. Sayer,

V.

C;

Q. M.;

G. Jarvis, Adjt.

G. W. Parker Post No. 700, Williamsfleld, was
instituted July 22, 1890, with fourteen members,

which number has been increased

They met

first in

to

twenty.

Tucker's Hall, but are

now

given the use of the I. 0. O. F. Hall. The following were the first officers: John Cole, M. D.,
C; Samuel Tucker, S. V. C; William M. Pierce,
J.
V. C; John Oberholtzer, Q. M.; E. M.
A.
The present officers are:
Sweeny, Adj.
Diefenderfer, C; A. Hurd. S. V. C; O. J. Oberholtzer, J. V. C; John Cole. M. D.. Q. M.; E. M.
Sweeny, Chap.; Jacob Lafallett, Officer of the

Day; Frank Bates,

Officer of the

Zenor, Adjt.; James King, Surg.
James T. Shields Corps No. 121,

Guard;

W.

R.

C. A.

C, was

instituted August 16, 1888, with twenty-three
members, the present number being fifty-seven.
They meet in G. A. R. Hall. The first officers
were: Mrs. E. R. McCullough, Pres.; Mrs. Ella
Bradshaw, Sec'y; Mrs. Sarah Green. Treas. The
present officers are: Mrs. Miron Rhodes, Pres.:
Mrs. Jennie Freer, Sec'y; Mrs. Stella McDougal,

I'HE

SWEDISH AMERICAN OLD SETTLERS'
ASSOCIATION OF KNOX COUNTY.

By Nels Nelson.
This Association was organized for the purpose of bringing its members into closer acquaintance with each other and gathering such
information as could be gained from the
experience and observation of those who emigrated from Sweden and settled in this county.
These people and their descendants form nearly
one-fourth of the population of the county at
the present time.
An organization 'had been proposed and discussed for some time before it was effected, and
finally, on June 20, 1894, Messrs. Swan Peterson,

John N. Holm and George Eckstrand, of Galesburg, called a few of the old
Swedish settlers together at the school house
of Knoxville;

latter.

At a subsequent meeting, held on July 2 following, the committees reported and the organization was completed by the adoption of a
constitution and the election of the following
one year:
President, Hon. A. W.
Berggren; Vice-President, Swan Peterson; Secretary, M. O. Williamson; Treasurer, S. W.
Swanson; and Historian, Nels Nelson.
The constitution provided that all those born
officers for

of Swedish parents, who had resided in Knox
County thirty years, were eligible for membership in the association, and that annual meet-

ings should be held for the discussion of past
experiences and for social enjoyment. The first
annual meeting was held at Lake George Park,
on September 27. 1894, several hundred people
being present, and the gathering a source of
much enjoyment to those in attendance. Meetings have been held regularly each year since,
and have been well attended. The reminiscences
given on these occasions have been as instructive as they are interesting.

Although

not possible, within the limits
much space to the reof personal experiences, a
brief reference to the first Swedish settlers in
the different parts of the county and the present number and condition of these people is
essential, and forms a valuable part of the history of the county.
The best information obtainable shows that
it is

of this article, to devote

calling

Jonas
in

J.

and

recital

Hedstrom was the

Knox County.

He

first

Swede

to settle

arrived in the year 1843,

As that village was
situated on the boundary line between Victoria
and Copley townships, and as new-comers settled at or near the village, the two townships
were, virtually, settled simultaneously, and are
and

settled

at

Victoria.

therefore both included in this account of the
settlement in that locality.
Two families, by the name of Olof Olson, arrived th'ere in 1845; and in 1846 Olof Delain and
another family, by the name of Olof Olson came.
In 1847, there arrived Nels Yelm, Jonas Hedin,
Olof Nordlund, Swen Larson, Jonas Johnson,
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Peter Skoglund, Jonas Hellstrom,
Lewis Hillberg, Hans Hanson. Carl M. Peterson.
Swen and Louis Larson. George Craft. Mr. See-

Olof

Beck,

boldt and Peter Anderson.

Jonas J. Hedstroni. above mentioned, was u
blacksmith by trade, but was very zealous in his
efforts for the spiritual welfare of his country-

men; and although he had

to support himself
by his labor at the forge, he conducted religious
meetings regularly, at which he acted as leader.
preaching to his people: and as early as lS4f'..
with only five members, he organized a MethodHe was an energetic and intelligent
ist Church.
man. who was a great help to his countrymen.
The church he then organized is still in existence, and has a membership of one hundred and

The number

of

Swedish-Americans now in
is six hundred

Copley and Victoria townships

and

forty-eight.

The following arrived and settled in Spci;ta
Township in the year 1849: Lars Olson and
family. Peter Erickson and family, Olof Olson
and wife. Andrew Danielson and family, Olof
Paulson and family and Mrs. Martha Nystrom.
The next year came William and Lars WilliamJ. Lindbeck and Jonas Peterson and wife. Considernumber were made in
the years immediately following, so that the
Swedish-American population there now is three

the result

present aS99) is 5,494.
Henderson Township was first settled by
Swedes in 1849, when Jonas Hanson entered a
claim there. He was followed, the next year, by
Hans Williamson, and in 1851 by Jonas Peterson.

In 1855. Peter S. Nelson moved to Henderson
Grove, and from that time forward a considerable number of families settled there each year;
and at the present time there is a SwedishAmerican population of three hundred and
twenty.
E. Bostrom was the first arrival from
Ontario Township. He settled there
and Andrew Settergren came in 1849.
E. J. Peterson moved to Oneida in 1850, and
many others settled in Ontario Township soon
afterward. Their present number is three hundred and thirty-two.
In Walnut Grove Township, the first arrivals
from S%veden were evidently Mr. Snygg and

George

Sweden
in

fifty.
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being that the number of
Swedish-Americans in the city of Galesburg at
years,

in

1848.

who settled there in 1849. The following year N. P. Peterson and G. A. Erickson followed.
George Chalman, Peter Newberg, L.
family,

son, with their families, as well as N.

Carlson.

able accessions to this

several years following 1858 a large

hundred and seventy-five.
Knoxville seems to have received the first
Swede settler in Knox Township, in the person
of Christian Johnson, in 1848: and in 1849 there
arrived Adolphus Anderson and wife, Mrs.
Christina Olson and daughter, John Charlson
and .Andrew Bergquist.
The following year
there came a Mr. Ix)fquist and wife, Nels Jacobson, Mr. Bostrom and Mrs. Rundquist.
During
the next four years a large

number came

there

from Sweden, and additional arrivals afterwards
Increased the number, together with their
descendants, to four hundred and seventy at the
present time.
In the city of Galesburg the

first

arrivals from

Sweden were John Youngberg and family.

.An-

Nels Hedstrom, Olof Nelson.
Christina Muhr and Mr. Modin and family, all
of whom came in 1847. The five following years
only a very few of the Swedish immigrants
ders

Thorsell.

settled in Galesburg: but in 1852 Rev. T. N.
Hasselquist and family came, with some others,
who took up their residence there. A large

number arrived annually

for

many

succeeding

E. Krans, Peter
Olson and George
Erickson settled there not long afterward. For-

number

of

Swedish settlers came, so that the present number of Swedish-Americans in Walnut Grove
Township is five hundred and ninety-two.
The eight townships named contain a larger
number of Swedish-Americans than any other
in

the county:

yet

the

other twelve contain

more than nine hundred.
The following church organizations and other
societies are composed of Swedish-Americana
only:

Swedish M.

E. Church. Victoria: organized
present membership, one hundred and
with a Sunday-school of seventy-five.'
Swedish Lutheran Church, Knoxville; organized
1853: present membership, one hundred and
sixty-five; Sunday-school, ninety-eight.
Swedish Lutheran Church. Wataga; organized 1856;
present membership, one hundred and forty-six;
Sunday-school, one hundred and thirteen;
in 1846;
fifty,

Voung

People's Society, thirty-five. Swedish M.
Church. Wataga; membership, fifty; SundaySwedish Lutheran Church,
Altona; organized in 1859; membership, three
hundred and twenty-two. Sunday-school, one
hundred and thirty-two.
Swedish Lutheran
Church. Henderson Grove; organized in 1870;
E.

school, twenty-five.
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membership, two hundred and three; Sundayschool, sixty-three.

In the city of Galesburg there are the following:

First Swedish Lutheran Church, organized in

membership, 1,145; Sunday-school, 561.
Swedish Methodist Church, organized in IS51;
present membership, 300; Sunday-school, 250.
Mission Church, organized in 1868; membership,
225; Sunday-school numbers 175.
Swedish Baptist Church, organized in 1888;
present membership, 60; conducts three Sundayschools, with an attendance of 100.
St. John's Episcopal Church; membership 150;

and eager determination to learn, joined to
absolute fidelity on the other, overcame these
difficulties in a surprisingly short time.

The Swedes became Americanized very readand they love and appreciate the free in-

ily,

of their adopted country.
A very
percentage of those capable of bearing

1850;

stitutions

Sunday-school,

arms volunteered to aid in the protection of our
government during the War of the Rebellion,
bearing their full share of the suffering and
sacrifice entailed by that memorable struggle.
As has been pointed out, the Swedish people
began coming to this county early in its history, and they have contributed no mean portion to the development of its resources. As a

Zion's

80.

Lutheran

Church,

organized

1895;

present membership, 85; Sunday-school, 70.
There are also the following societies comFirst
posed, chiefly, of Swedish-Americans:
Scandinavian Lodge No. 446, L 0. 0. F., membership, 54; Svea Lodge, 1. O. of G. T., membership, 64; Scandia Lodge, I. 0. of G. T., membership, 75; Vasa Lodge, A. 0. U. W., membership,
35; Svea Court Independent Order of Foresters,
membership, 24; Monitor Union, membership,
140.
It

must not be forgotten that a very considcame to this

erable proportion of these people

county early, when it was but very sparsely
settled; and that they were forced to undergo
not only the usual hardships of the pioneer in
any new country, but were "strangers in a
strange land," understanding not a word of the
language spoken by the people, among whom
they found themselves thrown. Moreover, the
methods of work were new to them; they were
not accustomed to the climate, and the food
was altogether different from that to which
In addition to these disadthey were used.
vantages, most of them had used nearly, if not
quite, all the small means they possessed in
order to come to America. Yet, to their unspeakable credit be it said, one would seldom
find any of them discouraged or dissatisfied.
They were strong and active, and eager to secure
work. The earlier settlers of the county welcomed these sturdy sons of the North with
warm hands, and extended to them all kindness
and encouragement. The men secured work on
the farms, and the young women found places
as domestics in families in need of their servThat it required much patience on the
ices.
part of both employer and employe to learn to
understand each other goes without saying;
but forbearance and patience, on the one hand.

large

they are honest, industrious, law-abiding

rule,

citizens.
In looking over the docket of any
term of court it is surprising how few cases
there are to which Swedish-Americans are parIt will be observed that out of a total
population of 9,088 of this description in the
there are 3,000 who are members of
churches and 1,742 scholars in Sabbath schools
organized by themselves; while there is a large
number in addition who are members of other
churches. In fact, it may be said, without fear
of successful contradiction, that more than onehalf of that part of the population of Knox
ties.

county,

County who trace their lineage

to

Swedish

ancestry are within church organizations of
various denominations.
The early settlers from the peninsula in the
far north of Europe were at first compelled,
like all pioneers, to devote themselves exclusively to securing homes for their families, together with such scanty comforts as hard, honest toil could secure. But coming from a country where illiteracy is practically unknown, they
well knew the value of a good education and
fully appreciated the worth of the cultivation
They organized for religious
of the mind.
worship, according to the dictates of conscience,
as soon as

it

was

possible;

and as their

i-hil-

dren grew up they afforded them every opportunity within their power to secure the best
education within their reach. They are now met
in every walk of life in this county.
In the
country they are, as a rule, good farmers, and

own the farms they occupy; in the
they are well represented in every de-

the majority
cities

partment of activity; in the public schools (hey
are found both as scholars and as teachers; in
the colleges and conservatories of music they
are met as students; in every branch of mercantile

business

they are largely represented

4.^^.^-^^^^;^-^
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as both clerks and proprietors; and the same
gelf-ovident proposition holds good as to the
factories

and mechanical trades of

all

kinds.

proportion of the population mentioned in the foregoing paragraphs were born
In this county, and are in every sense of the
word as much American as any other nativeborn citizen. There is not now, nor has there

A

large

ever been, any class distinction among the people of Knox County on account of nationality;
but those settlers who came here from the fatherland

years ago, and

many

who underwent

hardships that were not common among
the other oiu settlers of the county, felt tliat it
would be eminently fitting for them to meet
together, once each year, to exchange remi-

many

niscences and to talk of matters best
In this
themselves by experience.

known to
way was

Swedish-American Old
Association of Knox CouniT Illinois.

Settlers'

formed

the

KNOXVILLE.

K>()X

COINTV, lAR.MEItS

MITIAL FIUE AM) LKiHMMi
ANCE COMTAW.
This company was organized

in

INSl'R-

three being elected each

year.

From

number they choose a President and
Treasurer, annually. They also elect a Secretary, who may or may not be a member of the
their

Orange Township, Is
Hamilton, of Galesburg, SecBoth have held their positions since
retary.
the organization of the company. E. B. Reynolds, of Knox Township, was the first TreasHe was succeeded by
urer, but soon resigned.
Robert Young, of Persifer, who still holds the
The company's business is done on the
office.
mutual plan; and, through the judicious management of its Board of Directors, it has steadAt present, the
ily grown from the beginning.
corporation has outstanding. In policies, about
Its losses are promptly adjusted by
$2,000,000.
a committee of three of its members, appointed
by the President and Secretary. The result is a
great saving to the farmers of Knox County;
the average annual cost being only about four-

company.

J.

C. Eiker. of

President, and

J.

l

(157

\

It is strictly

a farmers'

insurance company and offers to the agricultural
communities in which it operates a protection
which is at once safe and inexpensive. It insures against loss or damage to buil(^ings and
their contents by either fire or lightning.

COVENANT MUTUAL LIFE ASSOCIATION.
One

of the

ganizations

most important of the business
in .the

Galesburg,

city of

is

or-

the

Covenant Mutual Life Association, which was
incorporated in 1S77. It was intended originally
exclusively for members of the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows, but later the general pubIt was orlic wore admitted to membership.
ganized under the name of the Covenant Mutual
Benefit Association. The word life was substituted for benefit in 1S95.

It

has been excep-

tionally prosperous, the statement of 1S9C

show-

ing over $100,000,000 in insurance in force, and
a surplus of $1,000,000.
The first officers of the Association were: A.
W. Berggren, President; Jacob Hoffheimer, Vice
President;

March, 1875,

under the general law of the State in relation to
township insurance companies, approved March
Its field embraced the townships of
21, 1874.
Knox, Persifer, Haw Creek, Orange, Chestnut
and Indian Point. It was reorganized in September, 1877, under the general law relative
to county insurance companies, approved June
It has a Board of Directors composed
2, 1877.
of nine members, whose term of office is three
years;

N

teen mills on the dollar.

E. Frisbee Phelps, Secretary;

W. Sanborn,
are:
W. H.

Treasurer.

The present

Lake

officers

Smollinger, President; Luke W.
Sanborn, Vice President; B. F. Reinmund, Secretary; A. V/. Berggren, Treasurer.

THE SCANDINAVIAN MUTUAL AID ASSOCIATION.
This company, with its headquarters at 347
East Main street, Galesburg, was organized In
the Fall of the year 1883, by the SwedishAmerican citizens of that city, for the purpose
of securing life insurance at actual cost.
The
first officers elected were:
Rev. S. P. A. Lindahl. President; N. J. Oleen, Vice President;
Nols Nelson, Secretary; Jonas A. Johnson.
Treasurer; and Dr. J. T. Wilson, Medical DirecWith the exception of Dr. Wilson, who
tor.
died in November. 1S96, and was succeeded by
Dr. C. G. Johnson, as Medical Director, the official staff chosen the first year has been annually
reelected, each member filling his original post.
At the fifteenth annual meeting of the Association, held on the fourth Wednesday of January, 1809, the reports of the officers showed a
membership of 12.640 and $15,330,000 worth of
policies in force, the company having paid during the past fifteen years $1,354,880.52 to beneficiaries of deceased members, and accumulated
a fund, to be used only for losses when the rate
of mortality is phenomenally high, amounting
to $147,935.54 on January 1. 1899.

Part

II.

GALESBURG.
The township of Galesburg, In which the city
name is situated, occupies the territory
designated by the United States survey as Township 11 North, Range 1 East. This was originally a prairie township. It lies on the "divide,"
of that

between the

Illinois

and Mississippi Rivers, and

highest elevation

its

is

nearest

its

center, at

present site of the railroad stockyards.
From this point the early pioneer could obtain
a view extending far beyond the township lines
the

and circumscribed only by the woods skirting
the water courses that left the divide in every
direction. To the east lay the timber growing

along the waters of Court and Haw Creeks, the
former barely touching the boundary line, while
the latter extended into the township, to a point
halt way between its eastern lice and its cenThe woods of Brush Creek reached to a
ter.
point within a half mile of its southern boundary, and on the west stretched Cherry Grove,
as it was afterwards called, distant a mile and
a half from the township's extreme sectional
line.
Half a mile west of the middle of this line
also lay the heart of the Cedar Fork timber,
connected with which and with each other stood
two little groves, covering between fifty and a
hundred acres each, one on the line and the
other extending to within two miles of the township's center; and stretching from the west to a
point near the middle of the northern boundary

nineteen quarter-sections—sixteen In the southeast and three in the northeast were preempted by soldiers on bounty warrants, the remainder being considered undesirable, because
not accessible to timber.
In 1S33 settlers occupied, or had claimed and
were about to occupy, the timber land and
adjacent prairie in the southeastern part of the
township, as well as the little groves and surrounding land in the west, while the Henderson
settlements included a portion of the land in the
northern tier of quarter-sections. The unoccu-

—

was supposed to be of little value,
except as a free range for the stock, and was believed to be destined forever so to remain.

pied prairie

INCEPTION OF GALESBURG COLONY.
In

1.S34,

New

York,

work

for

W. Gale, of Whitesboro,
who had been engaged in educational
many years, conceived the idea of

Rev. George

building a college in what
far West.

To endow

was then

this college he

buy government lands at

to

sell

called the

proposed

$1.25 per acre

and

thcra to settlers at five dollars, the profit

to be given to the Institution.

This idea Mr.

Gale set forth at length in a printed circular,
which he sent to his personal friends and to
others interested in education.

Early in 1S35, thirty-three persons had given
and had subscribed

their approval of the plan

was what was known as the Henderson tim-

$21,000 toward carrying

ber.

Revs. G. W. Gale, H. H. Kellogg, .Tohn
were:
Waters, Timothy B. Jervis, Phinoas Camp, John

The surface was

level or gently undulating,

and the rich, virgin, prairie soil was covered
with a luxuriant growth of grass and flowering
plants, enchanting to the eye and mutely inviting the settler to occupy and

notwithstanding

its

till

it.

Yet

beauty and fertility only

It

into execution.

They

Gray and John Frost, and Messrs. Nehemiah
West, John McMulIen, John C. Smith, J. S.
Fitch, Smith Griflith, Lewis Kinney. Amatuo
Robbins. Chauncey Pierce, Gordon Grant. Samuel

Bond, Silvanus Ferris, N. H. Losey, Sylves-

KNOX COUXTY,

660

Sylvanus Town, H. T. Avery, George
Avery, James Barton, J. B. Marsh, Thomas
Gilbert, Thomas
Simmons, Jeremiah Holt,
George Stedman, Benjamin P. Johnson, Walter
Webb, Sidney Rice and Miss Araminta P. Rice.
ter Bliss,

EXPLORING AND PURCHASING COMMITTEES.
On May 6, 1835, they met at Rome. New York,
and chose a "Prudential Committee," its members being George W. Gale, H. H. Kellogg, John
C. Smith, N. West, Thomas Gilbert and Walter
Webb. This committee was directed to select
certain of its members to visit those portions of
Indiana and Illinois lying between the fortieth
and forty-second parallels of latitude. Nehemiah
West, Thomas Gilbert, and T. B. Jervis were
selected for this task, while Mr. Gale was chosen
as General Agent, to secure
colony.

new members

of the

water.

The

an adequate supply of wood and
immigration was at its flood,

tide of

and the securing a suitable

tract of sufficient

colony was daily
land selected, unless paid for at once, might be occupied in whole
or in part by others. If anything was to be
done, it must be through a committee with an
abundance of money and plenary power to act.
The report was far from encouraging. To purchase a smaller tract than had been originally
contemplated would be to weaken the enterprise
at a vital point. To wait until a sufficient amount
could be secured and collected through subscription would mean the loss of valuable time.
Moreover, as the chance for securing a desirable
location grew less, the difficulties in the way of
securing subscriptions would multiply. A crisis
was presented, and it seemed imperative to act
promptly. From such subscribers as were then
prepared to pay, seven thousand dollars were
collected, and a loan of ten thousand dollars
was obtained from a bank on a note signed
by Messrs. Ferris, Sears and Gale. The next
step was the appointment of a purchasing committee, composed of Messrs. George W. Gale,
Nehemiah West and Silvanus Ferris, who were
fully empowered to take immediate action. Such
of the subscribers as might desire to accompany
them were made advisory members of the comsize for the establishment of a

becoming more

difficult.

Any

ENTRY OP COLONY LAND.
Going

Knoxville, they found accommodations at the house of Dr. Hansford, then and
long afterwards a prominent citizen of Knox

County.

first to

On

learning their mission, he assured

them that he could and would show them all
was gladly
accepted. No time was lost on the way to the
Quincy land office, where they entered all the
the land they wanted, an offer which

On their return from the West the committee
reported that no desirable or suitable land could
be secured east of Illinois^ and that even in
that State they had not found a place where
an entire township could be had in a desirable
location, with

mittee. Western Ferris, a son of Silvanus, went
with them, and they were joined on the route
by Rev. John Waters, Thomas Simmons and
Samuel Tompkins. At Detroit, Mr. Gale became
sick, and the committee went on without him.
Mr. Gilbert, of the original exploring committee,
had found in the township south of Knoxville a
beautiful prairie, in every other way desirable,
but not so large as was considered necessary.
He had there bought land for himself and advised the committee to look at it.

land available for that purpose in the northern
two-thirds of the township. Certain members
of the

entries

committee had come prepared to make
on their own individual account after

the purchase for the colony had been completed.

Mr. Ferris wished to give to each of his six
sons and to his daughter an entire section.
On taking a second look at the prairie where
their purchase had been made, they discovered
that more land might be secured in and near
the township than their combined ready cash
would enable them to pay for; but on their return to the land office, to make further entries,
they learned that Richard Bassett, a land speculator, having been informed of the aims and
acts of the colonists, had j entered one-half of
each quarter-section on the tier of townships
directly south of their purchase. He evidently
supposed that the alternate eighty acre lots
would be regarded as undesirable by settlers
unless more land, adjoining, could be obtained,
and no doubt his intention was ultimately to
take these up also. The committee felt confidence in its ability to checkmate this, wily
scheme, and accordingly entered all the remaining land in the township, as well as a little
in the

one adjoining.

It was decided that the colony lands should
be selected from the entire amount purchased,
in such locality and form as might be deemed
best calculated to promote the final success of
the original project, and in the end it was
taken in a compact tract toward tha north and
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east, its total area, incliuiius the school section,

being nearly equal to that of half a township.
In order the better to provide for the shelter
and comfort of the colonists as they might arrive, the committee bought three improved
farms lying in the western part of Section 33,
adjacent to this prairie and extending into l.cnderson Grove. They also contracted for a tract
of timber, that the colonists might the more
easily supply their urgent need for wood, for
The committee reported at
fuel and fencing.
Whitesboro, on January 7, 1S36, and a plan was
formulated and approved for the disposal of the
Reservations were made of the farms at
land.
Henderson Grove, and of a tract two miles In
length, from east to west, and one mile and a
half in breadth, of which Section 15 was the
The eastern half of Section 16 (the
center.
school section) not being at the disposal of the
company, was not taken into consideration. A
strip of land on the north, half a mile wide and
divided into equal parts by the sectional line,
was set apart to be platted as a village and for
outlying lots, and the remainder of the 'erritory secured was devoted to sale for the founding and endowment of the college. This was
divided into forty and eighty acre lots, and
appraised at from three to eight dollars per
Each purchaser of an eighty acre tract
acre.
was to be guaranteed the privilege of buying

woodland

and the right, for
twenty-five years, to name one student who

eight

acres

of

should receive gratuitous tuition at the college.
Subscribers were accorded the first right to
buy, and after

them actual

settlers.

COLONY ORGANIZATION AND FIRST
TITLES.

The

meeting for the sale of lands was
held in Whitesboro, in the session room of the
Presbyterian church. Great care had been taken
that the rules governing the sale should be equitable and prove satisfactory. Should two or more
first

persons select the same tract, it was to bo
awarded to the one offering the highest premium, and if any purchaser, on seeing the land
which he had chosen, should feel dissatisfied, he
was to be allowed to exchange it for any other,
not taken, at the appraised valuation. Not all
the subscribers, however, were prepared or desired to go. Some had subscribed merely to aid
In promoting a good cause, while others had

found it impossible to complete the arrangements necessary to their emigration to a new
country. Those who did not expect to become

(ji;

withdraw

encouraged to
it was evident that the sales
would fully repay the outlay, and non-resident
land ownership was considered undesirable.
Other details were arranged at the same meetIt was decided that the title to the proping.
erty should be vested in Messr§. Ferris and
colonists were

their

subscriptions, as

^Ye3t, until

such time as a charter could be ob-

tained from the State,

when

it

was

to be con-

veyed to the corporation, from whom the individual purchasers were to derive their titles
until legal incorporation should be effected under the law of Illinois. The affairs of the infant
colony were to be administered by a provisional
Board of Trustees, which was granted full powers.
The name Galesburg was chosen for the
settlement, and Prairie College for the institution; and all profits accruing from sales of land
were to be set apart as an endowment fund for
the college.

FIRST CONCEPTION OF GALESBURG.
The general plan for the laying out of the
and the disposition of the adjacent
realty, to which reference has been already
made, also received attention. It was determined that the village plat should be one-half
mile square and should be divided into thirtyvillage

six blocks, each of

which should be subdivided

into from eight to twelve lots.

The

principal

avenue, to be known as Main Street, was to run
along a line separating the southeast quarter of
Section 10 from the northeast quarter of Section 15. Crossing this thoroughfare at its center, at a

and
were

at

right angle,

was

their intersection

to

run Broad Street,

four quarter blocks

to be reserved as a public square.

On

either

side of the land set apart for the college there

—

was an additional reservation of ten acres one
for a Female Seminary and the other tor a Boys'
Academy. The two institutions were to face
each other, the one on Seminary and the other
on Academy Street. Midway between them, at
the head of Broad Street, was to stand the educational institution, whose conception in rhe
mind of George W. Gale had given birth to the
entire enterprise. In the naming of other streets
the members of the purchasing committee received the recognition which their services merWest, Ferris. Waters, Simmons and
ited.
Tomkins being among the cognomens selected.

Both east and west of the village plat other
lands were reserved from immediate sale, a plot
being retained to be used as a cemetery, and the
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remainder divided into small parcels of two and
one-half, five and ten acres each.

FIRST ARRIVAL OF COLONISTS.
The first colonist to take up actual residence
was Henry, the fifth son of Silvanus Ferris. He
was a theologifal student, in delicate health, and
in the hope of finding a more favorable climate
he

left his school at

Whitesboro and joined the

anti-slavery missionary school of Dr. Nelson, in
Missouri. Meeting his father at Quincy, he tem-

porarily abandoned his studies and

new settlement

came

to the

November, 1835. The next,
Abel Gooddel, from Maine, left his location in
Hancock County on hearing of the colony, and
built him a cabin on the colony plantation, In
which he spent the winter of 1835-36.
In June, 1836, the colonists began to arrive.
Those who brought their families and effects
in

usually traversed the entire distance overland,

although in some cases coming by canal and lake
to the head of Lake Erie.
Some came merely
to survey the situation and prepare for the removal of their families, whom they expected to
bring later in the season or the following year.
The overland route was long and tedious,
there being no railroad west of Whitesboro. Mr.
John C. Smith, one of the trustees and an active,
energetic man, gathered together a company,
purchased a canal boat, and undertook the journey by way of the Erie and Ohio canals, and the
Ohio, Mississippi and Illinois rivers. This party
hoped to save time and avoid unnecessary fatigue, but they underestimated the difliculties to
be overcome and the danger of exposure to a
malarial climate. Long and anxiously expected,
they were met by their friends at Copperas
Creek, forty miles from Galesburg, and, suffering from fever and ague and bilious fevers,

were taken to the colony, where Smith, Colonel
Mills and Mr. Lyman, members of the expedition, soon died.
The subscribers to the plan comprised only a
fraction of the actual colonists.
Friends and
neighbors came with them, and others, hearing
the enterprise, followed.
Intending emi;
grants on exploring trips came, and being
pleased with the conditions, bought land.
Among them was a company from Vermont,
under the leadership of Matthew Chambers and
Erastus Swift, which became an influential ele-

of

ment
S.

in the future history of the settlement. C.
Colton, from Maine, looking for a location,

visited

mained.

his old

friend,

Mr. Gooddel, and re-

In December,
on the ground.

about forty families were

1836,

Some had found accommoda-

tions for the winter, sharing the cabins or occu-

pying

the

outbuildings,

majority

a

farmers,

of

the

of

the

neighboring
buying

colonists

They occupied the buildings
left by the former owners, and built cabins, some
of logs and some of split boards, along the very
imperfect roads which they built skirting the
from the company.

edge of the timber. Only one, Mr. William Hamlin, with his family, spent the winter on the
prairie in a cabin of boards, at a point near the
present eastern limits of the

city.

SOCIAL LIFE, FIRST MARRIAGES, RELIGIOUS SERVICES AND SCHOOLS.
The

industrial life of the

and pleasant

new settlement was

features were not
and the community of plans and hopes formed perennial
active,

wanting.

social

The novelty

of the life

A mutually helpful spirit
permeated the entire colony, which was, for the
greater part, composed of men and women ot
intelligence and culture.

topics of discourse.

It

was not long

colonists that the

after the arrival of the early
first)

marriage was solemnized,

the contracting parties being Henry Ferris and
Elizabeth Hudson, the lady a member of a family who arrived during the first summer.

The regular conduct of religious services was
soon commenced. Revs. John Waters and George

W. Gale preaching alternately. Rev. .lohn
Thomas Avery also conducted a series of protracted meetings, shortly after the founding of

the church.

The first school was opened by N. H. (afterwards Professor) Losey and Miss Lucy Gay, In
a rude house of split boards, and this was the
nucleus of

Knox

College.

In the spring and
first

comers had

{See

summer

left

Knox

of 1837

for their

College.)

most of the

new homes on

the prairie, some taking their houses with them.
The buildings left, together with others subsequently erected, afforded temporary shelter for

those who came later, and were similarly used
by those who followed them. The little village
came to be known as Log City, and very early
in its history presented a thriving appearance.
The title to the unsold land with the timber
remained vested in the
lots allotted to colonists
trustees; but. its mission accomplished, fha
original settlement gradually fell into decadence
and has now entirely disappeared.

—

The
settle

—

colonists of 1836, whose intention was to
on farms, had spent their time in prepar-

'^£^^^ A

v;^C.^^^v^^fcz:,.
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As a social community Galesburg included the

Ing for their prairie homes, and in the following
year they were to be found occupying their new
possessions, with houses hastily built, but which
were to be enlarged and improved, or replaced

ward had attached themselves to the enterprise,
boundary lines being disregarded. Earlier set-

by better ones

tlers retained their old associations

in the future.

The tough sod

of the

prairie

too severely

taxed the strength of horses, and the settlers
contracted with the owners of ox teams for Its
breaking, from four to six yoke being employed
and the price paid (in 1837) being $2.50 per acre.
A year was usually required for it to decay sufficiently for cultivation, although corn

original colonists as well as those

Markets were too

far

was some-

away and

original

terms, was gradually disposed of at
prices, the last being sold at thirty

advancing

dollars per acre.
off

and offered

The school

section

was

laid

for sale at the avera.^e value of

ten dollars per acre.

The alternate half-quarter

sections entered by Barret in 1835 were sold in
1837 to Messrs. Clay. Williams and others from

Vermont. By exchange and distribution, quarters were united and a settlement was formed
and
with the adoption of township organization In
In the southwestern part of the township;
1853, Township 11 North, Range
came the township of Galesburg.

1

East,

be-

PLATTED.
In December, 1865. the town of Galesburg
was divided by the County Board, a part being
A year later an act of
called West Galesburg.
the Legislature reunited the two towns, but pro-

vided that the city of Galesburg, with its three
square miles, should not be under the jurisdiction of the town. The town house was built at
the southeastern corner of Section 7.
In 1S37 the ground reserved for the village
plat and outlying lots, of which mention has
been already made, was laid off by Professor
Losey. Some modifications were made in the
among the most important being
The ground in the
those enumerated below.
center of the half mile square being found poorly
adapted for use as a public square, another tier
of blocks was added on the west, and the public
square and Broad Street were moved one block
The original plat showed a
in that direction.
origlna' plan,

of lots, extending from Main and
Broad streets to the corner of the square, each
which was offered at one hundred dollars to
any one who would establish a store upon it.
The lots covering the north half of the west
side and the south half of the east side had
been purchased, the one by C. S. Colton and
the other by Matthew Chambers. The remaining lots having a frontage on the square were

long line

of

A village lot was
any one who would
upon it in 1837, and
sixteen dwellings were built and occupied that
divided into smaller parcels.
offered,

POLITICAL AND SOCIAL RELATIONS.
The township as such had no separate politiThe inhabitants, being joint ben-

cal existence.

eficiaries of the school fund, elected school trus-

tees, but in creating school districts little atten-

tion was paid to township boundaries, which
were constantly overlapped. The election preand justice district of Galesburg consisted

cinct

of only thirty-two sections; the four in the
southeast corner belonged to the Knoxville precinct.

with their

TOWNSHIP DIVIDED AND TOWN RE-

too inac-

cessible to justify the farmer in raising more
than was needed for his own wants, particularly
when help had to be hired and ready money
was extremely scarce. There was little fencing,
and stock were suffered to graze, in common,
on the unlnclosed lands. This custom obviated
the necessity for meadows, which could not be
prepared and improved until the primitive
growth had been subdued and one or more crops
raised, and hay was made on the open prairie.
Prairie fires were not infrequent as late as 1850,
and it was not until 18.56 that all the farms in
the township were enclosed.
Very little of the unreserved colony land remained unsold in 1838, and most of it was occupied.
The remainder, no longer offered on the

after-

A school
neighbors in adjoining townships.
house, answering for a meeting house, with a
cemetery adjacent, on the Joseph Williams
farm on the northwest corner of Section 30, was
the center of a neighborhood in this and the
adjacent townships.

times planted in holes cut in the sod with an
axe.

who

^T^

free

of

cost,

to

build and occupy a house

From the beginning the character of the
Galesburg houses v/as better than that of chose
in other towns of the same age and size, no log
structures being permitted on the village plat.
The predecessors of the Galesburg colony In
Henderson Grove substituted planks for sawed
boards in building their cabins.
These were
split from linn logs and the clapboards were
of oak, four feet long and rived and shaved, like
year.

KN
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When

the colonists arrived there was
at Knoxville a steam saw-mill, owned by Eldert
Runkle. The first lumber used in the colony
shingles.

was obtainable only by hauling

logs from

Hen-

derson Grove, ten miles distant, two-thirds of
the boards being the price demanded for sawing. A steam saw-mill was built on colony land
in Henderson Grove by John Kendall, being
completed in 1S37. The next year Western, 01mBtead and William, sons of Silvanus Ferris,
built the second, two miles farther northwest;
and the third was constructed very shortly afterward by Nehemiah West, Erastus Swift and
George W. Gale, who were associated with
Elisha H. King, a practical millwright.
The latter mill was established at Galesburg,
being located on the north side of Ferris Street,

between West and Academy.

Although distant
it met a real

four miles from the nearest timber

output was needed and used at
the point where it was turned out.
For a time the product of all three mills consisted chiefly of hardwood lumber, walnut and
linn being used for interior work, until the
building of railroads rendered it possible to secure a liberal amount of pine, of which only a
small quantity had been at first obtainable.
In the early days of the Galesburg settlement,
few villages in Illinois could boast of painted
houses, and the white dwellings of the embryo
city attracted the pleased attention of eastern
travelers. This distinction was rendered possible by the oil mill built and operated by Leonard
Chappell, on Kellogg Street, between Main and
Ferris. There oil might be had in exchange for

want, and

its

the flaxseed raised on the farms.

While a majority of the earlier homes were
put up in naste, being intended for temporary
occupancy rather than permanent residence,
many of them continued to present a respectable appearance for years to come.

EARLY DWELLINGS.
note some of the earlier
"house raising" occurred
of the building. Phlegmon Phelps, completed a substantial (and for
those days roomy) house the following year.
That was not an era of rapid construction. Mr.
Colton prepared the material for his home in
Henderson Grove in the winter of 183G— timbers
and clapboards of heavy oak, carefully selected
and well worked and had it ready for occupancy early in 1S37. It was used for many years
as a dwelling and store, but with the erection of
It Is of interest to

structures.

in 1836,

The

first

and the owner

—

U N T Y.
the present brick block upon

its former site it
to another part of the city. The
house built by Silvanus Ferris, in 1839, is yet
standing at the corner of Tompkins and Cherry
streets, and has undergone but few changes.
The early home of George W. Gale was built
upon what was then his farm, but is now the
corner of Quincy and Grove streets.
It was
originally a double log cabin, and was afterwards clapboarded without and plastered within.
He vacated it after a year, to occupy a bouse
built upon the southwest corner of his farm,
now the northeastern corner at the intersection
of Cherry and North streets. The latter house
is still standing, its main part substantially unchanged, although the wings have been rebuilt.
Daniel Williams built at the corner of Tompkins and Prairie streets. Only the best work
procurable would satisfy him, and the carpentry
was done by George W. Brown and William
Beswick.
It was only recently removed, to

was removed

make room

for the Catholic

Lyceum.

In the collapse that followed the high tide

which culminated in 1837, Galesburg could not fail to share. That by comparison with other towns in the State it sustained
itself so well was at the time a surprise, and
afforded palpable proof of the soundness of its
foundation and the character of its people.
With immigration checked, speculation dead and
markets paralyzed, money had well-nigh disappeared in Illinois. But want of money did not
prevent progress and improvement in Galesburg.
If the amount of currency per capita was small,
brains, muscle and energy were not lacking.
of speculation

All building materials, with the exception of
hardware and white lead, were the product of the neighborhood and were shaped and
placed by local laborers and mechanics. Most
of the food and much of the clothing was produced at home. The storekeepers sold goods
on credit, taking in payment such produce as
would bear transportation to market. The present financial system of trade, resting upon
money and checks, was scarcely necessary in
view of the exchanges of labor and property and
the prevalence of book accounts, notes being
given payable either in terms or by understanding in farm produce or other merchantable goods.
Throughout its history, the city has been a
g'ass,

—

town

of

—

liberal

distances.

The

original

lots

and few of the first settlers were
with a single one. Most purchases included a corner lot. The early selections of land
were

large,

satisfied

KNOX
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were scattered over the whole plat, and the
buildings fronted toward either street, as the
taste or whim of the builder might dictate. Most
of the dwellings were surrounded by lawns and
gardens, and the holdings, generally, were min-

UNTY
pared a worm." In the history of Galesburg
foliage only two years were required for the
"borers" to ruin all this beauty, and in 1850 no
shade was left but that afforded by the fruit
trees, only a few of the denizens of the original

good bridges. In fact, the opening of streets
upon any icgular, well defined plan was defericd, and buildings were erected almost at

woods remaining. Yet the early agriculturalists
were not easily discouraged, and no time was
The soft
lost in the oliort to renew the shade.
maple was at first the chief resource. It was
discovered that some varieties of forest trees
could find a congenial soil, and again the stre3ts
began to be shaded, and the parks and lawns
to be once more illumined by the checkered, fit-

rantlom.

ful, filtered light of the.

iature farms.

Little labor

on streets was

re-

paths from house to house running
across vacant lots, and planks thrown across the
water courses, as necessity or convenience
might demand, being considered sufficiently
quired,

The tendency

to expansion exists to this day.
encouraged by the situation, good building ground, requiring little labor of preparaThe
tion, being obtainable in every direction.
large amount of land always available, together
with the comparative absence of active speculation during the greater part of the life of the
town, have checked any incipient tendency to
It Is

excessive valuation.

The

salient features of the

situation have allowed the gratification of the
desire for ample lawns and gardens, besides per-

mitting laborers to obtain, at no inconvenient
distance from their work, good lots at moderate
cost and on easy terms, on which their own
labor in spare hours may be utilized, and the
pleasures and profits of the garden secured.
There are in Galrsburg no blocks especially devoted to recidonces, no crowded quarters, no
tenement districts, no squatters' shantios; but
It is a city of pleasant homes, the comfortable
cottages of the

workingmen and

the

handsome

residences of the well-to-do being alike the pride
of the people.

TREES AND SHRUBBERY.
was the work of the early prairie settlers
and shrubbery. Pending the docay of the long roots of prairie grass which
held together and compacted the soil below '.he
It

to plant trees

reach of the plow, but few of thosfi first transplanted from the forest survived
A subsftute,
however, was found in the beautiful black locust, with its delicate foliage and fragrant blosBoms. Raised from the seed and with its lateral
roots near

the surface,

its

first

growth was

The village became in a few
years so completely embowered that, at a short
distance, it appeared to the "stranger and the
pilgrim" almost as charming as the groves of
amazingly rapid.

golden, glowing sunset,
as the splendor of the dying day was at once
softened and rendered more beautiful by the
leafy luxuriance.

GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT.
It had not been the hope of the early colonists
that Galesburg would be more than a respectable
country village a town for pleasant residence,
yet strong enough to sustain church and schools,

—

and to exert a wholesome moral infiuence, and
furnish healthful, attractive surroundings to the
But the location had been especially
college.
well chosen.

It

stood in the center of a richly
and was easily acces-

fertile agricultural district

natural advantages surpassed those of
any near-by town, and the effect was soon perceived in the growth of population and wealth.
sible, its

In less than twenty years it ranked third among
towns in the Military Tract, bein^ surpassed

tl;e

Although a majorwere of the Presbyterian faith, there was no proscription on account
of religious creed, and many of the leading denominations established churches early in the
history of the village. In 1S4S began the immigration of the Swedes, whose high moral sense,
industry and thrift have done so much toward
building up the city. The Liberal Institute, or
Lombard University, was founded in 1852, thus
adding to the educational influence of the young
settlement, and rendering it a more desirable
home for many having young sons for whose
higher education they were solicitous. In 185.T-6
progress was marked and accelerated by the
building of Brown's Corn Planter Factory, and
growth had already become rapid when the
only by Peoria and Quincy.
ity of the early colonists

struggle for railroad connections began, the successful issue of which brought to the city new

Daphne.

life, and marked the opening of a new era of improvement and of active, though legitimate and

all

healthful,

Perhaps the most terse statement in
the Old Testament writing is that "God pre-

speculation.

The demand

for

real
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property became more active. Lots were sold
and after a short interval resold, and always
at a profit. The location of the railroad shops
and depots on college ground added materially
to the resources of Knox College, as the large
reservation of one thousand acres still lay adjacent to the town, substantially unimpaired. Important additions were laid out by the college,
and by other land owners, on every side of the
original plat. Large lots were subdivided.

DEPRESSION AND RECOVERY.
In August, 1857,

when

speculation

was

at its

height, there came, like a killing frost, the effect

bank

beginning at Cincinnati
and spreading a financial panic over the entire
country. Fortunately there was in Galesburg a
solid foundation for much of the apparent prosperity.
While realty had appreciated, it was
yet lower than in other towns of less merit, the
increase in the valuation of well situated property having rested only on the anticipation of a
few years' growth. But for many years succeeding the panic of that year the town, while
of the

failures,

increasing in population, suffered from a decadence.

Real estate speculation was dead.

located property

was frequently

Well

sold, for actual

occupancy, at prices about the same as those
of former days; rarely at a higher valuation.
Yet some, in locations considered especially desirable, was often taken for investment.
Not a
few outlying lots came to have a mere nominal
value, and some additions were vacated, tor
more advantageous use as farms.
With the outbreak of the civil war, however,
the aspect of the situation began materially to
Improve. There was a marked inilux of population, and both building and business began to
revive. From 1S61 to 'S6 the number of inhabitants steadily increased, though from year to
year in a varying, and on the whole declining,
ratio.
Important improvements of every kind
were made during this period. Large churches,
schoolhouses, hotels, public halls and the Burlington depot were built; the county seat was
removed to the city, and county buildings erected, the number of stores and dwellings doubled,
and the streets and parks were vastly improved.
With the location of the Santa Fe railroad, in
1886, came a rapid rise in the value of real property, and a new era of land speculation began,
accompanied by a speedy growth of population.
Once more property was in demand, not only for
improvement but for investment and speculation as well.

Again additions and sub-divisions

were made, vacant lots occupied, street pavements already begun annually extended, and

—

—

the street car system developed. New churches,
large and stately, took the place of the earlier

houses of worship; old schoolhouses were enlarged and remodeled, and new ones, of more
modern style, erected, to meet imperative demands. A new theatre and a new postofBce were
built; the business streets were extended, and
new and finer business blocks replaced the original structures, which proved inadequate to
meet the requirements of a constantly growing
trade. Old dwellings gave place to new; streets
were laid out and handsome residences erected,
and older thoroughfares extended. Such improvements as these, with others, have combined
to make the city one of the most beautiful in
the State. New in^itutions were added, and the
large suburb of East Galesburg was built up
and connected by an extension of the street car
system.
Since 1895 there has been some apparent falling off in the ratio of increase of population.
The speculative inquiry for real property has
not been so large nor have so many dwellings
been erected; yet there has been little, if any,
falling off in business, none in the public improvements, and none in the valuation of the
best property.

VILLAGE AND CITY INCORPORATION.
(village) of Galesburg was incornoIts territory embraced two square
measurement being two miles from
west, and one from north to south. It

The town

rated in 1841.
miles, the

east to

included not only the first plat, but also such
addition as was obtained by extending the
lines one-fourth mile on tho south and
the same distance toward the north. At that

boundary

time its outline was defined by the present
Losey, Pine and Knox streets, and (on the west)
by a line running one-half mile west of what is

now

called

Henderson

street.

In 1857 the'city of Galesburg

was incorporated.

an area of nine
square miles, the boundaries on each side being
of equal length. The center line coincided with
that of the Government survey which separated
the southeastern quarter of Section 15 from the
northeastern quarter of Section 16. It ran along
Main street, three rods east of Cherry. A considerable acreage in farm lands was added, but
a reduction of the limits, in order to secure a
square, compact form, would have excluded a
part of the land already platted. The number
Tlie municipal limits included

ou^

\

1

KX
of wards was

fixed at sis,

()

X C
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(jfir

mutual concession, and among the points of
difference between the two classes of settlers
perhaps the most prominent was the divergence

two of which were

located in the half-mile square in the center.
The first ward lay south, and the second north,

Main street. The others v,-ere equal in area
and alike in form. The third included the terand northeast of the central square;
the fourth, that lying east and southeast; the
fifth, the section south and southwest; and the
sixth, the area on the north and northeast. The
population of the several wards was not grossly
unequal, although the first and second, notwithstanding their small territory, were the most
populous. The increase of population around

in political creeds.

of

The first election of any real importance was
held in 1S3S. In that year Stephen A. Douglas
and John T. Stewart were opposing candidates
for Congress in a district which comprised

ritory north

nearly
River.

all

the State north of the Illinois
known in Galesburg, but

of

Neither was

the colonists from New York, who were chiefly
Whigs, voted solidly for Stewart, who won the

narrow majority.

seat by a very

the railroad yards virtually necessitated the
creation of a seventh ward, in 1870. Its limits

the

first

visit

of

It is

Abraham Lincoln

said that
to

Knox

County was in behalf of his friend Stewart, in
anticipation of a possible contest, seeking to
In 1S40 candidates
verify the unexpected vote.

Included the territory embraced within the railroad grounds, covering parts of the original
fourth and fifth wards. No further change in
the number or boundaries was made until 1S94,
when the greater growth of the third, then considered as outlying, made the relative distribu-

of the "Liberty" party secured a portion of the

tion of population disproportionate.

central wards, and the boundaries of the other
five were re-adjusted, so as measurably to

word, Galesburg was politically isolated. It had
no party afliliation with any other town in the
county, and its influence in elections was only
felt when it happened to hold the balance of
power.
Gradually, with the arrival of newcomers and the maturing of a younger genera-

equalize the population, having regard, at the
same time, to compactness of territory and com-

tions.

suffrages

A new

division extended the

munity of Interest.
By an act approved

in 18G7,

two

is

granted the

MORAL AND POLITICAL

BELIEFS.
political creed of the early colonists

—

In

and
one

abolitionists with

the

allegiance

of

democrats while repelling many of those who
were of whig antecedents, and a respectable
vote was given Taylor in 1848. When organized,
the republican party absorbed almost the entire
voting population, of Galesburg. The few democrats who yet made party fealty an article of
faith found recruits only among new residents,
more especially among the Irish employed in
railroad construction; but In politics the city has
ever been and still is overwhelmingly republican.
The new alignment increased the political influence of Galesburg, and gave it a controlling

that is to say. an additional Supervisor for
every 2.500 inhabitants in excess of 1.500.

The

abolitionists,

political organization

The coalition of the
Van Buren's friends drew

same proportionate representation in the Board
of Supervisors as is any town in the county;

.A.NTAGONIS.M OP"

same

tion, there (.ame a shifting of political condi-

and confirmed by

subsequent legislation, the city

the Galesburg

captured the greater part of this vote.

Thus, the
fourth ward had nearly twice the number of
inhabitants to be found in the first and second,

combined.

of

after that date the

em-

braced two fundamental tenets: opposition to
slavery and hostility to the use of alcoholic

They came from a section where
these principles were regarded as being, if not

influence in the counsels of the

essential to salvation, at least requisite for respectability.
When they reached Illinois they

been

stimulants.

in the county.

usually

dominant party

In local elections the lines have

drawn very

closely

parallel

to

those 'aid down in national issues, and no candiwere brought into close and constant touch
date running on a ticket supported by a diswith a people of different dress, speech and
sident minority has ever succeeded in securing
habits of thou.ght. At first they were regarded
an election. During the sixteen years of village
as pre-eminently "peculiar." They were Presorganization the issues were chiefly personal.
byterians. abolitionists and teetotallers; they'- "Aristocracy" and "workingmen" were terms
were, therefore, objects of mild curiosity and,
not infrequently employed as war cries, and
viewed with a distrust which amounted almost
shortly before a municipal charter was secured
to suspicion. Their assimilation with their new! "Young America" was the slogan
used against
as a task calling for time and '" "Old Fogies," those raising this cry claiming
'

'j
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represent the progressive, as against ttie
conservative, element. The leader of this party,
Richard H. Whiting, was the last President of
the village.
The temperance question had much to do with
the organization of the "Young America" party.
At the foundation of the colony an attempt was
made forever to prohibit the sale of liquor
within the limits of the village to be founded,
by the insertion of a provision forfeiting to the
college the title to any lot conveyed by the institution itself, on which liquor should be sold.
The character of the original population v as
such as to make whiskey selling as unprofitable
as it was likely to be unpopular, and no attempt to introduce the liquor traffic was made
until the railroad introduced a new population,
of different training and diverse habits. With
that the struggle for enforced prohibition began, but the advocates of the movement lacked
organization at the outset, and the party in
control of the village affairs was too liberal to
take any effort toward advancing it.
to

The original draft of the city's charter vested
the right to license and control the liquor traffic
in the council.
To this strong objection was
made, and a separate vote was taken on the
adoption of that clause, the majority against
license being large.
Under the new government,
the "Young America" party retained its organization, and, calling itself the Liberal party,
appeared in nearly every election down to 1S97.
It has included the saloon interest, as well as
temperance men who do not favor extreme
measures. The line between it and the opposing party has been loosely drawn, and at all
times affected by other questions and personal

and

local interests.

in 1S59,

and again

A

liberal

Mayor was

elected

and '6G. Having
never, prior to the year last named, been in control of the council, the main object actually accomplished by the opposition was to hold in
check and counteract the efforts of the party in
the majority.

in 1S64, 'C5

The saloons continued

to exist,

either by sufferance or successful resistance of
the intermittent efforts to drive them out. In

West being Mayor, a vigorous
was made for suppression, and a considersum expended for this end; but the result

1867, Charles P.
effort

able

was a disheartening disappointment to those
who had been most interested in the cause of
prohibition.
For the next four years temperance men controlled the administration, yet little attempt was made to do more than preserve
order. For a portion of the time saloon keepers

UNT
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were periodically arrested, and subjected to the
payment of a light fine. In 1872 it appeared that
no fines had been collected, and that there were
twenty-two open saloons, besides numerous
places in the outskirts of the city where the
traffic was carried on in a small way.
The temperance people seemed to have given up the
fight as hopeless.
Mr. Field, then Mayor, proposed the passage of an ordinance legalizing
the sale of liquor, but imposing a license fee so
high that few would care to pay it. With the
aid of these licensees, who v/ould have a peculiar
interest in driving out illegitimate dealers, the

might be regulated and controlled. While
the want of special power in the charter to
grant license might tend to invalidate the protection from prosecutions under the State law
thus offered to dealers, the guarantee of exemption from attack by the city would, it was
thought, induce acceptance of it. An ordinance
was passed fixing the license fee at six hundred
dollars, a sum at that time considered an extreme rate. The policy was approved by leading
citizens, who were strongly opposed to the traftraffic

fic, as likely to afford the best practicable measure of relief possible from an evil which it v/as
thought impossible wholly to eradicate. Yet
very soon there was developed a feeling of hostility to the measure as immoral, and in 1874
the ordinance was repealed. In 1S75, on that

issue, the Liberals elected the

Mayor but

to secure a majority of the council.

failed

In 1876 the

temperance party secured control of both the
legislative and executive branches of the city
government, and, with the whole force of the
city at command, a vigorous and unrelenting

war was made upon the

sale of liquors.

A

stub-

born resistance was encountered and large sums
were expended by both sides to the controversy.

An

intensely bitter feeling was engendered, dissocial and even domestic relations, and
ending in the practical defeat of the temperance party, with heavy costs to be paid by the
city and county.
In the middle of the year,
upon petition of the citizens, an election was
called on the proposition to adopt, in place of
the old special charter, the general law for the

turbng

government of cities. The proposition was carried by a decisive majority and the announcement of the result was followed by bonfires and
illuminations.
In 1877 a Liberal Mayor was
elected, and thirteen of the fourteen aldermen
were of the same municipal party. A license
ordinance was passed, which, with amendments
made from time to time in the direction of more

p-Uv^^Iv^
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careful restrictions,
of license
dollars.

was

is

in ISSi

still

in force.

advanced

to

The

rate

one thousand

Prohibition districts had been estab-

lished, saloons being prohibited

from the vicin-

ity of churches, Bchools. depots, public biiildIngs and parks, as well as from principal thoroughfares and residence districts, and confined
to localities already occupied and within reach

Places for the sale of
stimulants in Galesburg are few in number,
compared with those in other cities of like
population. Their increase has not kept pace
with the growth of the city.
of police supervision.

GALESBURG IN THE CIVIL
The

civil

W.\R.

war aroused great enthusiasm here

as elsewhere.

From

its first

settlement Gales-

burg was an abolition town, and the first antislavery society in this part of the country was
organized there in the winter of 1S3C-7. The
settlement was a recognized station on the famous "underground railway," and many a
fugitive slave was helped to Canada and freedom
by Galesburg citizens. Jonathan Blanchard, the
President of Knox College from 1S45 to 1857, was
one of the most noted abolitionists in the entire
Northwest, and his views were shared by many.
As may be supposed, the place furnished few
sympathizers with the Mexican war, but when
the Kansas trouble came, sympathy and aid
were heartily offered to the Free State Kansans,
not only by the city but also by the entire county, the first carload of supplies for the Kansas
sufferers being sent from Knox County. So, in
1861, there went from Galesburg 554 volunteers,
aside from one hundred day men, to join the
Union army. The bounty money given amounted
to $24,000. More than .$25,000 was given to purchase soldiers' supplies, and about $10,000 to

A Soldiers' Aid Society,
organized in the county, derived a large share
of its support from Galesburg. Meetings were
frequently held, where the utmost enthusiasm
prevailed. Chaplain McCabo held one in the old
First Church, and gave his reminiscenses of life
aid soldiers' families.

Libby Prison. He called for contributions,
and the citizens responded with nearly two
thousand dollars. Even the children remembered the soldiers. About four dozen little girls
organized a "Juvenile Soldiers' Aid Society," and
worked many months preparing articles for the
sick and the wounded.
in

STREET PAVING.
In 1876 the question of gravelling the streets

was

agitated,

and

finally

Main

street

and a few

tl9

others were treated in this way. It proved an
unsatiEfactory substitute tor paving, but much
In 1SS4 the
belter than the soft prairie mud.

block of brick pavement was laid on Main

fiist

street,

between Kellogg and Seminary.

To-day

than twenty miles of streets have been
thus paved, and the city has let contracts for
many more. Before this paving it was not unusual to see vehicles completely mired on the
principal streets, and during an entire winter
merchants were compelled to dpliver goods in
ip.ore

hand

carts.

MANUFACTURES.
The city draws its main commercial support
from the farmers of the surrounding country.
The railroad shops employ a large number of
men, but of manufactories there are few. Attempts have been made, by offers of bonus, to
induce the location of many concerns of various
kinds, but so far none of these have been accepted.
The principal factories at present are
these:

Brown's Corn-Planter Works. The buildings
and one hundred
and thirty-five men are employed.
(See
biography of George W. Brown.)
Frost Manufacturing Company. The founder
of this concern was J. P. Frost, who, in 1S38,
opened a small shop in the Ferris steam sawmill, in Henderson Grove.
In a few years he
moved to Ga'esburg, and in 1S36, in company
with Andrew Harrington, put up a building for
a machine shop and foundry. Soon W. S. Bellows and L. C. Field came into the business,
which increased largely. In 1SG7 the compiny
was incorporated, and it now employs about
seventy-five men. C. A. Webster is the President, and Andrew Harrington the Secretary and
orci:py nearly all of Block 30,

Treasurer.
Colton's Foundry, formerly called the Novelty
Works, was established by G. D. Colton, in 1S3.<!.
In 1865 Mr. Cheney became a partner, who, after
his death, was succeeded by C. S. Colton. From

that time the business has been generally prosperous. The present manager, 0. J. Colton, at

one time attempted
Ri*e

to

remove the factory

northeast of Galesburg.

to a

The new building

there erected was once burned and once unroofed by a storm and the plan was abandoned,

the works still standing on Block S4.
In 1S44 Lucius Nutting came to Knox County
and worked his way through school by making
brooms. From such a modest beginning has de-

veloped the present

Boyer's

Broom

Factory.

KNOX
which does an extensive business, employing
thirty-five men. A. A. Boyer, the proprietor, is
blind, but is nevertheless one of the most expert broom makers in the country, and an in-

much useful broom machinery.
The first steel plow and the first successful
wood bender were invented in 1842 and '44 by

ventor of

K. May, then a Galesburg citizen.
(See
His sons, S. W. and H. L. May,
Invented and manufacture new styles of pumps
and wind mills. An extensive factory in that
line, on Block 52, is now operated by the last

UNT
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pany now has ten motor cars and twenty-seven
trailers and fifteen and one-half miles of track.
In 1897 the line was exIt employs sixty men.
tended to Knoxville, and the first car was
started August 18, of the same year.

THEATERS AND HALLS.

H.

Prior to 1S57 public entertainments were given
some one of various halls or in the churches.

Steel Plow.)

in

named.

In that year Dunn's Hall was erected on the
southeast corner of Main and Prairie streets,
and the first regular theatre wag built, by Inness
and Murdoch, in 1864. It was named Caledonia
Hall, and has since been remodeled into the
present Opera House. Another theatre, now
commonly called the Old Opera House, on the

The
Is

Willis Cornice Works, established in 1891,

now

Barrett's Machine Shop,
and Door Factory, and Kimber's

a large plant.

Fuller's Sash

Box Factory, which is owned and operated entirely by women, and the College City Soap
Works complete the list of Galesburg's more
Important factories.

TRANSPORTATION, LIGHTING AND TELE-

PHONE SERVICE.
Gas and electric light are supplied by a
private company. In 1860 R. H. Whiting and
other citizens organized the Galesburg Gas
Light and Coke Company, with a capital of
$100,000; and in 1865 the making of gas was
In 1886 the arrangements for furnishing
electric lighting as well as gas were completed,

begun.

and the name of the company was changed to
the Galesburg Gas and Electric Light Company.
The telephone system was established here by
the Central Union Telephone Company, about
1882.
There are now five hundred and fifty
telephones in the exchange.

The Street Car Company was formed in 1885,
and horses were used for traction. It was then
called the College City Street Railway Company.
The first line ran from the Union Hotel to the
Chicago, Burlington and Quincy depot, and the
first car was started June 22, 1885.
In 1890 the
Galesburg Street Car Company was formed, to
build the North Broad Street line, which was
opened in 1891, when the two companies were
consolidated.

The present

corporation,

the

Galesburg Electric Motor and Power Company,
was chartered May 13, 1892, and the necessary

empowering it to use the streets,
was passed eighteen days later. The motive
power was changed to electricity, a power house
was built on Main street, just east of the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy track, the necessary equipment was obtained, and on December
16, 1892, electric cars began running.
The com-

city ordinance,

south side of the public square, was built in 1872
and burned in 1886. In 1890 the present Auditorium was finished. The situation of the city
renders it a convenient stopping place for companies on their way west from Chicago. Owing
to this and to the activity of Mr. Berquist, the
Auditorium manager, Galesburg hears better
companies than does any other town of equal
size in the State.

FIRE DEPARTMENT.
Galesburg's Fire Department

and

efficient.

The

is

first effectual

organization was taken in 1856,

well equipped

step toward its

when

the council

bought an engine named "The Prairie Bird"
and a volunteer company was organized, composed of a majority of the business men of the
community, with H. R. Sanderson as chief. In
1862 the "Pioneer Hook and Ladder Company"
was formed, which disbanded in 1863. For several years volunteer companies were the only
ones, but in 1879 a paid fire department was
established, with Gus Peterson as chief.
At
present the force numbers ten regular and two
men, beside the chief. The equipment consists of a hose carriage, hose wagon, a ladder
truck, a steam engine, a double chemical engine, eight horses and 2,200 feet of hose. The
first fire attended by the department occurred

call

May
John

19,

1879.

James

C. O'Brien is chief,

and

E. Cater, assistant.

PUBLIC LIBRARY.
The Public Library had its inception in 1857
or '58, when the Young Men's Literary and
Library Association was organized. In the winter of 1858-59 and 1859-60 lectures were given
for the benefit of its library fund, and on February 4, 1860, the association had four hundred

KNOX COUNTY.
volumes and over one hundred
of furniture in their hall.

of books

had increased to

dollars'

In 1SG6 the

worth

number

and on May

2.S50;

26.

3,732 volumes, was
upou its agreeing to assume
future management and become responsible tor
all
expenses incident thereto.
Annual ap1874, the entire collection,

donated to the

propriations

made by

city,

— at

tirst

$2,500,

now

$4.000

— are

At present there are 142
and 2,200 volumes in the library. It
is kept open from 9 a. m. to 9 p. m. every week
day. The sum of Ave thousand dollars has been
appropriated by the municipality for the erection of a library building, on the northwest corner of Prairie and Ferris streets. It will be
thoroughly modern in plan and construction,
and the value of the library to the people will
the council.

periodicals

Miss Celia A. Hayward
now Librarian, with Miss Anna F. Hoover

;:i

The number of foreign-born given in the table
includes the total for the whole county. In 1890
Assuming the ratio to
that total was 4,697.
have been the same
residents of foreign

year was about

in

the

ISSO,

birth

in

number

of

the city in that

3,300.

The social life of Galesburg is very active.
The place is in touch with the outside world to
extent than is common with small
to its excellent railroad facilities,
and therefore does not fall into the rut of
provincialism so deeply or easily as is often the
case with towns of small size. This social life,
a

larger

places,

owing

however, in a sense radiates from the colleges.
It is largely due to their influence that so many
clubs exist here. Literary clubs, musical, social
and business clubs fill a large part of Gales-

numerous

be greatly enhanced.

burg

is

All
organizations for mutual aid.
these have caused the city to become widely
known as most sociable and hospitable. The at-

as assistant.

POPULATION AND SOCIAL

LIFE.

mosphere

Although the white population of the city Is
very largely American, there is a considerable
admixture of the foreign element. There are
also about a thousand negroes.
In the early
years of its history the white inhabitants were
almost wholly Americans and the number of
negroes was small. With the building of the
railroad came very many Irish, attracted by
prospect of work in the construction gangs. A
large Swedish immigration soon came, citizens
of that nationality now forming by far the most
numerous element of the foreign-born population.
Large numbers of them may be found in
all the wards except the first and fifth.
The
Irish live

mainly

in the fifth

and seventh.

The

—

negroes have two settlements one in the western part of the fifth ward, and another, about a
third larger, in the fourth, extending east and
west of the Knoxville road. The following table
of population, taken chiefly from the United

Census returns, shows the growth of
Galesburg more in detail:
Foreign
States

Population,

born.

life.

fraternities have grown up two
life insurance companies, the Covenant
Mutual Life Association, originally restricted
to Odd Fellows, and the Scandinavian Mutual
Aid Association. They do a very large amount

large

of business.

3,136
4,124

1890

15,264

3,641

1899 (Estimated)

20,500

is

chiefly

due to the

eighth in the State as regards postal business
and second in reference to money order reIn 1SS3 the free delivery system was established, the first delivery being made April 1,
In 1894 the office was moved into the
1S83.
new Government building on the southwest cor-

ner of Cherry and Simmons streets. The first
postmaster was Professor Nehemiah H. Losey.

HISTORICAL EPOCHS.
may be divided

Galesburg history

Negroes.

into four

The first extends from the inception
the town to the coming of the railroad, and

includes the years between 1S35 and 1854. During this period Knox College was the life of the

....

11,437

it

ceipts.

of

10,158

In fact,

Immense volume of mail received and sent out
by them that the Galesburg postoffice ranks

882

1880

of the higher social life is distinctive-

INSURANCE COMPANIES.

1850

1870

are

Through the

periods.

4,953

there

a fact doubtless attributable to the
influence of the schools as well as to that of the
many literary clubs here among the ladles.

323

1860

these

ly literary,

1840

1853 (Estimated).... 1.400
1856 (Estimated).... 4,000

Besides

fraternal

81

575

729

Then, too, Lombard was founded, and
new growth was made, aside from Knox.
The second period is from 1854 to 1860. This
was a time of great growth and activity, inplace.

duced by the building of the railroad and the
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general spirit of speculation then everywhere
prevailing. It was also a time of great depression, following the disastrous

bank

failures of

the country and the consequent collapse of spec-

The

ulation.

city charter

was obtained

in this

period.

The

third

is

from 1S60 to

1S87.

The troubles

growing out of the war; the grading

of the pubthe county seat controversy; the
law;
the
general
incorporation in 1S76 under
the erection of new county buildings; the comlic

schools;

ing of the Narrow Gauge railroad in 1SS2, and
the building of the Rio branch of the Chicago,
Burlington and Quincy in 18SG; the building
of

waterworks and the introduction of street

paving; these are the features of these twentySpeculation was dead, and the
seven years.
growth of the city was in small ratio, but
preparation was made for the growth that has
come in the years that have followed. The
culmination of the third period was the $60,000
subscription v.-hich secured the entry of the
Santa Fe railroad.
The building of this road in 1887 ushered in
the last period, extending from 1887 to the present time. This has been marked by increased
activity in every line. New city improvements,
waterworks, electric lights, twenty miles of paving, electric street cars, a new postoffice building, new houses and new business blocks have
Increased land values and improved the city
almost beyond recognition. The times of panic
have been a severe test of the worth and character of past development. It is therefore proof
of the solid basis of Galesburg's growth, that
there have not been any serious failures, and it
is the unanimous testimony of all observers,
that Galesburg has endured the strain of hard
times better than any other place of similar size
in the West.

cost thirty thousand dollars; burned

December

Present church dedicated January 21,
In 1857, seceding members
formed the Cherry Street Church, Rev. S. Kingsbury being the first pastor. The division sorely
tried both churches, and Rev. I. Fargo, pastor
of the Cherry Street Church, earnestly sought
reunion, which finally was suggested by the
First Church in a courteous note sent the Cherry
Street congregation on October 9, 1864.
The
reunion was effected November 9, following.
Rev. W. W. Moore being pastor. Rev. W. H.
Geistweit is now pastor. It has five hundred and
19, 1892.

cost, $33,800.

1S94;

members; one hundred and fifty in the
People's Union, and three hundred in the
Sunday school, which has been made one of

sixty

Young

the strongest in Galesburg by the efforts of
E. R. Drake, Superintendent from 1880 to the
present time, with the exception of eighteen

months.
Second Baptist Church (African).— Organized
the fall
of
1865
by
Revs.
W.
J.
Jackson and R. DeBaptiste, with ten members.
Edifice, corner South and Cherry streets; purchased in 1867; property worth about five thousand dollars. First pastor. Rev. William Falkin

ner; present pastor. Rev. D. E. Murff;

member-

one hundred and eight.
Church.
Swedish
Baptist
Organized
in
November, 1888. Meetings first held at 314
Sixty-five members, and
East Main street.
about the same number of scholars in three
Sunday schools, conducted at the hall, near Lincoln street, and in East Galesburg. First pastor,
ship,

—

Rev. G. Karlson.
erected a fine

In 1893,

new

edifice

the

congregation

on North Chambers

a cost of about four thousand dollars.
DediIt is a handsome church, though small.
cated December IS, 1S98. Present pastor. Rev.
Axel Webster.
street, at

CHURCHES.

CATHOLIC.

According to the last census there were in
Knox Count: seventy-eight churches, worth
J432,026, and eighty-three congregations, with
11,388 communicants.

Church,
corner
Academy
Corpus Christi, corner
Rev. J. O'Nell,
streets.
came to St. Patrick's in 1857, being its first
pastor. His successor. Rev. J. Power, completed
the erection of the church edifice in 1863. In the
Spring of 1864 came Rev. M. Howard, who remained till 1877. Rev. Joseph Costa then came

MISSIONARY BAPTIST.
First
thirty

members,

corner
dedicated

northv/est
streets;

—

Church.
with
Organized
January 15, 1848.
Edifice,
of Broad and Tompkins
in 1851;
sold, with
lot,
thousand dollars in 1865, to the

Baptist

two
Board of Education. Frame building erected
on Cherry street and dedicated April 9, 1868;
for

Patrick's

St.

and

Third

Prairie

and

streets.

South

to act as pastor, and to build Catholic schools.
St. Patrick's was considered too small and inconveniently located. Therefore, in May, 1884,
the corner stone of Corpus Christi was laid,
the building being dedicated by Bishop Spauld-

KNOX COUNTY
ing,

of Peoria, October

4,

1SS5.

Cost,

includ-

ing lot, 533,000. Ilecloiy just north of church.
In ISSS the congregation was divided, half going bacli to St. Patrick's, where Rev. J. Tonello
About four hundred families in both
Is pastor.
Rev. Joseph Costa, still pastor of
parishes.
Corpus Christi, deserves most of the credit for
the new church.

CHRISTIAN CHURCH.
Organized April 11, 1872. Building purchased
May 26, 1872; abandoned, 1892. New church
erected on West street, near Ferris, in that year;
cost, twelve thousand dollars. First pastor, Rev.
MemberJ. B. Allen; present, Rev. S. B. Moore.

Sundayship, three hundred and thirty-two.
school enrollment, one hundred and forty; W.
D. Godfrey, Superintendent.

CHRISTIAN SCIENTISTS.
At one time the denomination had a church
organization here, with John Wheeler as
There is no preacher at present, but
meetings are held every Sunday in Carr Hall.

preacher.

CONGREGATIONAL.

—

Old First Church. Its organization was
almost coincident with the founding of
Galesburg.
In February, 1837, several meetGalesburg
were held by
colonists,
ings
which resulted in the adoption of a Confession of Faith, on the twenty-fifth of that
month. First pastor. Rev. George W. Gale;
first

installed pastor. Rev. H. H. Kellogg, in-

by Knox Presbytery February 3. 1846.
By the end of 184.5, three hundred and fortytwo members' names were on the church roll.
So many had been Congregational ists that a
compromise with the strict Presbyterian form
stalled

was

necessary.

In 1854 anti-slavery resolutions

were passed, and the attention of the Presbytery called to them. That body would not recede from its position, and on October 6, 18.55,
the church formally withdrew from connection
with the Presbyterian communion, and in 1856,
called itself the "First Church of Christ," instead of "Presbyterian Church of Galesburg,"
its original name.
At first it had contained all
the Gale.<;burg Christians.
Hence, when any
denomination grew large enough, its adherents
withdrew from the First Church and organized
one of their own creed. Thus the First Church
came to be known as the "Mother of Churches."
Probably to this is due the fact that for several
years all good enterprises requiring support
from any large part of the community found

r.Tii

the "Old First."

their starting point in

The

building was a great task for the early days.
The work required several years, for the colonists had to be their own architects and conand carpenters. The first
tractors, masons

Knox College Commencement exercises were
held here in June, 1846, but the edifice was not
dedicated until June, 1848. The audience room
was for a long time the largest in Galesburg.
The

principal meetings of all kinds were held

and the church came

most venerbecame uncongregation
reunited with the First Congregational Church,
which had gone out in 1S55, and the old building was torn down. Its last pastor (the first
pastor of the reunited Central Church) was
Rev. O. F. Sherrill. There had been a total
there,

to be the

able landmark in the city.
safe,

and on January

But

it

1895, the

1,

of 1,828, of whom four hundred and
seventy-eight were active members when the
reunion was effected.
First
Congregational
Church.
Organized
November 9, 1855, by forty-seven members
of
the
"Old
First."
By February, 1858,
eighty-two more had joined from the old
church.
The first pastor was Rev. Edward
Baecher. In 1856 the "Brick Church," on Broad

membership

—

between Simmons and Tompkins, was
built at an outlay of fifteen thousand dollars.
The great storm of May 13, 1858, blew over the
tall spire, which was replaced by the short
street,

tower now surmounting the

edifice.

To

aid in

Henry Ward Beecher, brother of
the pastor, lectured in Galesburg, donating the
proceeds to the church. Mrs. Henry Hitchcock
presented the parsonage, on the corner of Broad

this repairing,

and North

streets.

Rev. H. A. Bushnell, the

last pastor, resigned in 1894.

One thousand and

sixty-two had joined the church, of whom three
hundred and thirty-one were members when
the union with the First Church was agreed
upon.
Knox Street Church. This society grew
out of the Old Mission Sunday school, and

—

was formed

to

meet the demand for a church

in the southeastern part of the city.

Organized
by Rev. W. H. Wannamaker,
with twenty-two members. Edifice, corner of
in August. 1894,

Day and Knox
cost, $3,700.

streets; dedicated

Ground

is

Rev.

J.

R.

Stead.

owned

June

24, 1895;

for a parsonage.

Day; present pastor.
Thirty-six members; one

First pastor. Rev. E.

E.

hundred and ninety-three Sunday school scholars, and sixty-five members of the Young People's Society of Christian Endeavor.

KNOX COUNTY.
—

East Main Street Church. Organized August
8, 1894, as the Union Congregational Church
Galesburg.
Present name
adopted
in
of
September, 1895.
The congregation uses the
chapel of "Old First." Cost of lot, where is
room also for parsonage, and of moving chapel
was ?4,100. Present membership, seventy-one,
with one hundred and twenty in the Sunday
school, which was organized August 15, 1894.
Rev. B. P.
E. R. Gesler is Superintendent.
Cokely, first pastor; Rev. Leroy Royce, present
pastor.

—

Central Church. Organized January 1, 1895,
by the reunion of the First and First Congregational Churches. The congregation met in
the "Brick Church" until December 4, 1S9S, when
it moved into its new edifice, on the southwest
corner of the public square, where the "Old
First" had formerly stood. This is the hand-

somest church building in the county. It is of
raindrop sandstone, and cost $74,000. It seats
nearly two thousand, has ample Sunday school
room and a large choir loft. It is the pride of all
Galesburg, and a lasting monument to local skill
and industry, for architects and contractors are
Galesburg men; Gottschaik and Beadle being
the architects, and 0. C. Housel the contractor.
Rev. W. A. Vincent is pastor, and W. H. Spinner Sunday school superintendent. There are
eight hundred and fifty communicants, and
six hundred in the Sunday school; while the
Young People's Society of Christian Endeavor
has a membership of one hundred and sixty.

EPISCOPAL.

—

Organized by Rev. C. A.
St. John's Church.
Nybladh, with about two hundred and fifty
members of the First Lutheran Church of Galesburg, some of whom afterward returned to the
Lutheran faith. A fine edifice has been started
on the corner of Kellogg and Ferris streets,
but it has not yet been completed, owing to lack
of funds.

Grace Church.

— Organized

in the

Spring of

Church built in 1859, on southwest corner
and Tompkins streets. Property now
worth seven thousand dollars. Rev. William T.
Smithetle, first rector; at present Rev. E. F. Gee
Present membership,
is in charge of the parish.
one hundred and ninety-five, with sixty scholSunday
school.
ars in
1858.

of Prairie

LUTHERAN.
First Swedish Evangelical Lutheran Church.

—Organized August

24, 1851,

by Rev. L. P. Esp-

jom. The congregation bought the old Methodist Episcopal Church building.
Present church,
corner Seminary and Waters streets, built 1869.
Parsonage two doors south of church. Property worth $27,000.
First pastor. Rev. F. N.
Hasselquist; at present. Dr. Peter Peterson.
Membership, twelve hundred. Sunday school
enrollment, five hundred and fifty-six.
Zion Lutheran. In 1889, two hundred families left the first Lutheran Church, under the
guidance of Rev. C. A. Nybladh, to form an
Episcopal church, now St. John's. Some wished
to return to the Lutheran faith, and accordingly
formed a church of their own. They meet in
McKnight's Hall, but have no pastor at present
German Lutheran Church. Organized, 1864.
Bought the old Universalist Church building,
and held services there until 1882, when the
present edifice was built on Tompkins, near
Seminary street. Parsonage just east of church.
Rev. A. E. Reinke, of Kewanee, preaches here
every third Sunday.
First pastor. Rev. G.
Gruber. Church has twenty-five members and a
Sunday school with twenty scholars.

—

—

METHODIST EPISCOPAL.
The
1847,

church organization was formed in
by Rev. J. J. Hedstrom. A small edifice
first

was erected in 1851, on the corner of Kellogg
and Tompkins streets, where the present church
Peter Cartwright preached the dedicatory sermon. It was merely an appointment
in the Knoxville circuit until 1855, when Rev.
M. S. Haney was assigned as a regular pastor.
stands.

In 1872, the old parsonage was torn down and
its site, which adjoined that of the church, was
thrown into the church lot, and the adjacent

property on the west was purchased. On the
thus obtained the present church building

site

was begun. Dedicated February 27, 1876. Its
cost was $32,000. In 1895, extensive repairs and
improvements were made, involving an outlay
The church has eight hundred and
of $20,000.
twenty members and six hundred and twentyfive in the Sunday school. The Epworth League
Rev. T. W. McVety is the present
is flourishing.
pastor.

African

Tompkins

—

Edifice on
Methodist Episcopal.
between Cherry and Prairie;

street,

erected in 1876; value about four thousand dol-

Membership about two hundred and fifty;
and an enrollment of one hundred in the Sunday school. Rev. J. W. Malone is pastor.
Swedish Methodist Episcopal.— Organized in
1851, by Rev. J. J. Hedstrom. First pastor. Rev.

lars.

CENTRAL CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH, GALESBURG, ILL.— Bril.T

IN

1898-0.

KN
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Anderson, who came in 1857, just after the
The present edifice,
first church was built.
which stands on the corner of Waters and Kel-

A.

J.

logg streets, was erected in 1872, at a cost of
Parsonage comseventeen thousand dollars.
pleted in 1886, on lot just east of church.

Mem-

U NT

('

Y.

membership

one hundred

of

and

The

fifty.

congregation occupied the edifice of the Second
Church on Cherry street, until it burned, November 30, 1891. Tlie present building, on the
corner of Ferris and Prairie streets, was dedicated

December

3,

1893.

It

is

handsome

a

bership, three hundred and ten; Sunday school
attendance, two hundred nd sixty-five. Present

structure, of gray sandstone,

pastor. Rov. Olof Johnson.

with the exception of Central
Church. It seats nine hundred in the auditorium proper, and two thousand when the Sunday school rooms are thrown open.

—

Swedish Mission. Organize! in Ausjust, 1808,
by forty members of the Lutueran Church, who
had belonged to the Free Church of Sweden.
Church built on Simmons street, near Kellogg,
in 1869. Parsonage on East Grove street. Property worth ten thousand dollars. First pastor,
Rev. Mr. Bergenskold. Rev. John Selstrom is
pastor at present. The church has two hundred members and a Sunday school enrollment
of one hundred and sixty.

PRESBYTERIAN.
First Presbyterian Church. (See "Old First"
Church, under Congregational.)
Second Presbyterian Church. Organized May
29, 1851, by a committee composed of G. W.
Gale, D. D., Chairman, with thirty-seven members from the First Church. Merged in "Presbyterian Church" in 1S70. Rev. Dr. Gale was

—

and Rev. S. Pratt the last pastor. Edifice built on South street, just east of Cherry,
and used till 1856. Then was built a new
church, at the corner of Main and Kellogg
streets, at a cost of ?2,500.
On June 12, 1864,
the corner stone of a new building on Cherry
street, south of Tompkins, was laid.
This was
completed in 1865, and involved an outlay of
the

first

$25,000.

—

Presbyterian Church. Organized December
30, 1894, by Revs. R. C. Matthews and T. S.
Vaill, with eighteen members.
Merged in a
union church in 1870. Revs. T. S. Vaill, I. N.
Candee, D. D., G. Norcross, D. D., and S. T.
Wilson, D. D., have been its pastors. Edifice
built in 1857, at the southwest corner of Cedar

and North

streets;

removed

in 1865 to a lot

Simmons

on

street, at the head of Boone's avenue.
Presbyterian Church of Galesburg. Formed
by union of the two churches last mentioned on
March 1, 1870. Rev. L. Pratt was the first pastor.
At that time there were about three hundred members. Rev. W. H. Spence is the present pastor. The church has about five hundred
communicants, and the Sunday school enrollment exceeds three hundred. The Young People's Society of
Christian Endeavor has a

—

was the
and is the
It

and cost

$62,000.

new stone churches

of the

first

here,

finest,

SALVATION ARMY.
Only one branch in Knox County.
Galesburg. with headquarters in

Located at
hall

its

on

south side of the public square.

UNIVERSALIST.
The society organization was completed In
January, 1855. The church was organized under
Dr. O. A. Skinner in the Fall of 1857. In the

Autumn

of 1855, the building of the Second
Presbyterian Church was purchased.
A new
was dedicated in January, 1864, its cost,
including lot on the corner of Tompkins and

edifice

Prairie streets, where the present church stands,
b;iing more than eleven thousand dollars.
It
was torn do.Tn May 6. 1894. The present edifice,
a stone building costing $27,000, was dedicated
May 5, 1895. Membership, one hundred and
sixty, with a fiourishing Sunday school.
First
pastor. Rev. William
Rev. G. B. Stocking.

S.

Ballou; present pastor.

VOLUNTEERS OF AMERICA.
Organized in the early part of 1896, at the
time of the great split in the Salvation Army.

GALESBURG MISSION SUNDAY SCHOOL.
Founded in 1858, by members of the Presbyterian and Congregational churches.
Later
other denominations joined in the work, but
ultimately withdrew.
At first a railroad car
was used as a meeting-place, being furnished
through the kindness of Superintendent H.
Hitchcock. In 1861 a chapel was built on ground
belonging to the Burlington road, and this was
moved, in
Seminary

1866, to its present location,
street,

near the Peoria track.

on South

At

first

a city missionary was appointed. Deacon Leonard serving until his death. February 11, 1865.

But for some years no such appointment has
been made. Much good has been accomplished
through this medium, and one church (Knox
Street Congregational
has grown out of it.
)
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The first newspaper
"Knox Intelligencer,"

in

Knox County was

edited

tlie

and printed by

Rev. C. R. Fisk, and first published in the early
part of 1849. It lived about two years, during
a part of which time the office was on the southwest corner of the public square. The second
paper, the "Northwestern Gazeteer," was first
issued September 23, 1849, Southwick Davis being editor and manager. It also suspended pubThese papers
lication after about two years.
were religious journals, the first being a Presbyterian and the second a Congregationalist
publication.

The "News-Letter" was

started in the latter

part of 1850 by W. S. Gale, G. C. Lanphere and
James Bunce, taking the place of the "Intelligencer."
It was the especial champion of
the railroad project, and published some very
Dr.

good articles on the subject. Its office was on
the west side of the public square. About 1852,
It was purchased by S. G. Cowan, who changed
Its name to the "News-Letter and Henry County
News." At first neutral in politics, it inclined
to Free Soil doctrines toward the end of its
existence.

In the Fall of 1853,

J.

W. Lane

pur-

chased the paper, and it became the "Western
Freeman." Mr. Lane injected an intense antislavery spirit into its columns, and it lived but
two months. The plant was purchased by
Southwick Davis and William H. Holcomb, who
Issued the first number of the "Galesburg Free

Democrat" January

5,

1S54,

v.-hich

November

v/as

UNT

C

THE PRESS.

also

Y.

hands of the proprietors of the "Spectator," and
was consolidated with that paper, which was
at that time the only democratic paper in Galesburg.

The "Spectator" had been founded about May
1890, by M. F. Cunningham and A. G. Husted.
They published it as partners, until August, 1894,
when Mr. Cunningham bought out Mr. Husted.
March 20, 1895, he sold a half interest to J. A.
Andrews. They conducted the paper until October 30, 1895, when Mr. Cunningham disposed of
his interest to George Gallarno.
Up to March
15, 1896, the journal was run under the firm
name of Gallarno and Andrews. Then Mr. Gallarno sold to his partner and Mr. Andrews published and edited the paper alone up to Septem1,

ber 15, 1898, when E. F. Sooy purchased a half
interest. It is now a six column quarto weekly,
and has a circulation of about eleven hundred.
The "Knox County Observe)"' was published in
1865, by Louis V. Taft, but lived only a short
time.

The "Liberal" was

started in 1867, by Stephen

R. Smith as a weekly.
He discontinued
and sold the material.

it

in

1870

The "Galesburg Republic" was founded January 1, 1873, by Judson Graves. It was an eight
column folio, and for three months was issued
as a semi-v/eekly; after that as a weekly.

December,

1879, Messrs.

oflice.

The paper

published weekly.

is

It

In

Henry Emrich and iram

B. Biggs, the present proprietors,

purchased the

an eight column quarto,
is

staunchly republican,

26, 1855, it

and has taken an active part in politics, in
which field it has had considerable influence.
It has always viewed practical questions from
high, moral
ground, opposing questionable
means and methods. It has enjoyed the confi-

Free Democrat." In 1SC5, Messrs. Bailey and
McClelland purchased the plant and from It
published the "Free Press." On November 20,
1872, they disposed of the journal to General
M. S. Barnes, who for some time published both
He changed the
a daily and weekly edition.
name to the "Leader" and later, in June, 1SS2,
to "Press and People." In February, 1883, Gershom Martin bought the paper and published it
as a democratic weekly until his death, early in
1894.
In March of that year it passed into the

dence of party leaders, of whom its editor, Mr.
Emrich, is one, and it has a fair patronage.
"The Republican Register," the old leading
journal of the county, is a seven-column quarto,
having both daily and weekly editions. It is
the result of the consolidation of the "Register"
and the "Republican," both Galesburg papers.
The former was established in 1SG6, by Stephen
R. Smith, William J. Mourer and H. D. Babcock,
and, after several changes, was bought by E. F.
Phelps, in 1872.
The latter first appeared in
1870, its proprietors and publishers being C. E.
Carr and J. M. Prior, who sold to S. W. Grubb
in 1872.
In December of that year, the union
was consummated.
A company had been
formed, styled the Galesburg Printing Company,
for the especial purpose of becoming the owner

anti-slavery in politics.

30,

1854,

the paper, and B.
William J.
P. Haskins became the editor, and was sucOn July
March
Sellon
8, 1855.
C.
J.
ceeded by

Woods purchased

was bought by R. H. Whiting, S. W.
Brown and D. H. Frisbie. November 1, 1855,
S. D. McDonald took charge of it, and December 11, 1855, W. J. Woods again bought it, Mr.
Bellon once more becoming editor. In August,
1856, Mr. Woods sold out to J. H. Sherman, who,
March 17, 1857, changed the name to "Daily
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two papers. J. B. Boggs is President;
L. F. Wertman, Vice-President;
and S. W.
Grubb, Secretary and Treasurer. The management of the journal is under the control of S.
of these

W. Grubb, a

practical

printer of over half a

The paper is uncompromisingly republican in politics. It receives tlie
Associated Press dispatches, and the local
columns are usually full and well arranged, and
embrace all the happenings of the city, and,
Indeed, of the entire county, its list of regular
correspondents in various parts of the county
contributing well prepared articles on the news
It has the largest
of their district each week.
circulation in the county.
Fred R. Jelliff is
editor, with Eugene M. Weeks and George M.
Strain for assistants. Four years ago the Galesburg Printing Company erected a new, modern
century's experience.

building on

Simmons

street,

between Prairie and

Cherry, equipped with new machinery.
The Evening Gazette was published at
Galesburg for a short time after the great strike
on the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad.
The officials of that road were very much dis-

with the course pursued by the "Republican-Register" during the labor troubles,
and so transplanted the "Monmouth Gazette" to
this city. But the paper could not live here and
after a brief struggle suspended publication.
The "Galesburg Evening Mail" was started
satisfied

May

13, 1891.

It

was the outcome

fight in the republican party of

of a factional

Knox County,

which had spread throughout the tenth Congressional district. The leaders of the two factions were General Philip Sidney Post and
Both men were amColonel Clark E. Carr.
bitious to represent the district in Congress.
Colonel Carr s candidacy was vigorously supported by the one daily paper in Knox County
The
at that time, the "Republican-Register."

need of having an active organ in the field to
compete with this influence gave impetus to the
project already under consideration to found in
Galesburg another daily paper. The original
promoters were W. Bennett Barnes, son of
General Barnes, who was for years prominent
in Illinois journalism, in Galesburg and elsewhere, and the proprietors of the Colville job
printing office, George W. and William R. Colville.
A stock company was formed, in which
a majority of the stock was held by Colville
Brothers and Mr. Barnes. General Post and his
The company
friends were well represented.
organized with S. H. Bateman President, and
The first Board of
G. W. Colville Secretary.

C
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Directors included, in addition to these gentlemen, F. A. Freer, H. L. May, W. B. Barnes and

W. R. Colville. Mr. Bateman was succeeded
by W. 0. Lovejoy, and the company as then
organized remained intact until further transfer was made, in 1895. The paper as first published was a seven column folio. It obtained the
United Press franchise, and began to be felt as
an important factor in the community from the
first.
In keeping with the original idea of promoting the interests of the Post faction in republican politics, the "Mail" was for years partially, and at times wholly, edited by F. A.
Freer and Philip S. Post, a son of General Post,
and others alive to the General's interests. The
success of the latter in securing the nomination and election to Congress eventually removed from the paper a certain part of its
political responsibility, but it remained in the
newspaper field in active competition. The paper was subsequently edited by G. W. Colville,
while W. R. Colville was business manager.
later

On March 18, 1895, the interest hehl in the company by the Colville Brothers and W. B. Barnes
was transferred to D. H. and Benjamin B.
Hampton, formerly publishers of the "Macomb
By-Stander." Benjamin B. Hampton succeeded
G. W. Colville as secretary of the company and
became the active manager. D. H. Hampton
was made editor. Within a short time the office
was moved from the old Colville job office into a
new building erected for it at 50-52 North Cherry
street, and in August, 1899, to more spacious
quarters in the Marquette Building on South
Cherry street. Its form has been changed to a
six column quarto, although frequently publishThe
ing ten, twelve and even sixteen pages.
growth of the paper in the past few years. In
hard times, has been rapid. Many additions have been made to its equipments, among
others being a Linotype machine. Under the
present management the name of the paper was
changed from "The Galesburg Daily Mail" to
"The Galesburg Evening Mail," which it now
spite of

bears.

A weekly

edition

is

also

issued,

and

has reached a position of influence throughout
The paper holds the Associated
Press franchise and features its important news
items in metropolitan style. Its excellent news
service, both telegraphic and local, has gained
for the paper a clientele of readers which has
made it a valuable advertising medium. It remains thoroughly republican in politics.
The "Galesburg Labor News" is published
every Saturday from the Plaindealer Printing

Knox County.

KNOX COUNTY.
Company's office by H. C. Smalley, who started
the paper September 14, 1895, in connection with
J. A. Smith, whom Mr. Smalley bought out in
1898.
It is a six column folio, devoted to the
interests of organized labor and wage workers
generally, and is endorsed by the Trades and
Labor Assembly of Galesburg, of which it ia
official organ.
"Liberty" was established in 1892. It was a
six column quarto, published every Saturday
by W. U. Holden. It was strictly independent
After
in politics, but opposed to Catholicism.
a somewhat checkered career it ceased publica-

the

tion in 1897.

B.\NKS.
banking in Knox County has been
conducted on safe, conservative principles. The
failures have been few, and the business has
Bteadily grown, in extent and volume, as population and wealth increased. At present, the
number of banks in the county is nineteen, lo-

As a

rule,

cated at nine different points, five being established at Galesburg. Their aggregate paid up
capital exceeds $1,100,000, while their surplus
profits amount to more than
Their total annual deposits average
about ?1,750,000 and their loans reach $2,250,000
each year.
The history of the institutions throughout
the country at large may be found under the

and undivided
J260,000.

currency, which found ready circulation, but in
the early days of the war it fell together with
scores of similar ventures.

The Knox County Savings Bank was the outgrowth of and successor to the business of Sidney Meyers and Company, a banking firm organized in IStJl. Mr. Meyers soon removed to
Chicago, and Josias Grant conducted the business under the new name until lack of funds
compelled the closing of the doors. The shareholders lost heavily, but the depositors were
paid in

full.

The First National Bank was organized in
January, 18G4, with C. H. Matthews, President;
Frans Colton, Vice-President; and E. L. Chapman, Cashier. Its capital stock was originally
was increased to $150,000. In 1866.
the present bank building on the northeast corner of Main and Cherry streets was erected.
This bank, largely through the efforts of Timothy Moshier and Francis Fuller, its President
for many years, has built up a very large business.
L. F. Wertman is now President, Fred
Seacord Vice-President, and Lorin Stevens
Cashier. Its surplus and undivided profits are
$74,852; its deposits $350,000, and its loans $375,$100,000, but

688.

In May, 1864, the Second National Bank was
organized, with a capital of $60,000, which v/as

and

David Sanafterwards increased to $100,000.
born was the first President; Edwin Post, ViceIn a
President; and Albert Reed, Cashier.
sense this bank may be said to be a continuation of the old Reed bank, taking much of that
concern's business and, occupying the same quarMain and
ters, at the northwest corner of
Cherry streets. The present President is A. J.
Perry, while Andrew Harrington and J. G.
Vlvion are Vice-President and Cashier. Its surplus and undivided profits amount to $50,000,
while its average deposits are $225,000 and its

ful,

loans $230,000.

caption of the city or town in which located. A
brief account of the inception, growth and present condition of banking in the city of Galesis given below:
"Reed's Banking House" was the earliest, having first opened its doors in July, 1853, as a
private bank. Its founders and sponsors were
A. D. and Horatio Reed and E, L. Chapman. In
1857, a charter was obtained under State law

burg

It was successit became a bank of issue.
notwithstanding the financial panic of that
year, its notes never falling below par. In 1860,
Mr. Reed erected a new building at the northwest corner of Main and Cherry streets and the

bank was moved

A

into

more spacious

quarters.

Mr. Reed removed to Chiwere wound up.
In the same year in which Reed's Banking
House was founded, T. L. McCoy, who had
shortly before opened a packing house at Galesburg, established a "wild cat" bank in connecIt
was called the
tion v/ith his business.
Nemaha, and was nominally located at Brownsville, Nebraska.
It issued a large volume of

few years
and its

cago,

later,

affairs

The Farmers and Mechanics Bank was

estab-

lished in 1870, with $100,000 capital, which has
since been increased to $200,000. First officers:
Grant, ViceC. S. Colton, President; C. E.
President; W. Little, Cashier. Until ISSO this

bank also conducted a savings department. It
has been a very prosperous and popular institution. The present officers are: J. L. Burkhalter,
President; G. D. Crocker, Vice-President; Leon
Its surplus is $30,000;
A. Townsend, Cashier.
deposits. $350,000; loans, $400,000.

The Galesburg National Bank was founded
1884,

with $100,000 capital.

in

W. W. Washburn

KNOX COUNTY
was the

President;

Smith,

VicePresident; and James H. Losey, Cashier. It was
first located on the northeast corner of Main and
first

A.

Prairie streets, but in 1S97

new

A.

was moved

into a fine,

own, on the diagonal corner.
P. F. Brown is now President, William Robson
Vice-President, and James H. Losey Cashier.
building of

its

Surplus, ?25,000; undivided profits, |100,000; deposits, $i;35,000; loans, ?3S5,000.

The Bank

of Galesburg, a State bank,

was

es-

tablished in 1889, and incorporated in 1S91, with
$100,000 capital.

Block at the

located in the Fraternity

corner

The

streets.

It is

of

Main

oflicers are:

and

Kellogg

A. M. Craig, Presi-

dent; N. 0. G. Johnson, Vice-President; P. N.
Granville, Cashier. It has a surplus of ?50,000;
deposits of ?435,000, and loans amounting to
?457,000.

HOTELS.
Considering

size

its

Galesburg has not had

many hotels, and of the few it has had, which
now are gone, but little is known, probably because their history was too uneventful to awaken a lively interest in its preservation.
The "Galesburg House" was the first hotel
here. It stood on the southwest corner of Main

and Cherry

streets

—a

frame building.

large

it
Messrs. Brown and Beswick built
early as 1841 for Sebastian Adams, the

owner and

who

as
first

out to Rev.
H. H. Kellogg. While he owned it Levi Sanderson was the proprietor. Other proprietors
were Abraham Neely, Clarendon R. Palmer,
who was one of the early postmasters, and
T. G. Hadley, who was the last proprietor. The
building was not used as a hotel after 1860,

and

finally

proprietor,

it

The second
a

burned down.

before

little

was the "Haskell House,"
Haskell and his father
coming of the railnorth side of Main street,

hotel

George

by

built

sold

the

road,

on

about

midway between Cherry and Prairie
It was a three-story frame building,

streets.

the

quite pretentious for the times.

a

man named Bonney and

House"

It

was sold to
"Bonney

called

burned in 1859 or '60. It was
noted as the first place in Galesburg where
liquor

till

was

it

sold.

Next came the "Willard Hotel" on the southwest corner of Main and Chambers streets. It
was cut up into dwelling houses about 1860.
Fourth was a frame building near the "Five
Points." It burned soon after erection.
Fifth was the "Bancroft House." the first

brick hotel in Galesburg,
It was built on the
corner of Prairie and Warehouse streets in 1857
by A. N. and G. C. Bancroft, who were the
proprietors tor ten years.
Si Hall and a Mr.
Cowan were later proprietors. For some time
this was the best hotel in Galesburg, but it
gradually deteriorated until it became almost
worthless.
Under the names "Lindell" and
"College City" it was kept as a hotel until

about

1890.

The "Transient House" was the sixth hotel
It was built in 1855 by George Hinckley on
the west side of West street between Simmons

here.

and Tompkins. J. Milton Smith, a great horseman, came here about that time, bought the
place of Hinckley and became the first proprietor.
In 1856 he sold out to Daniel Henshaw,

who ran the place for fourteen years as the
"Henshaw House." In 1871 it was cut up into
dwelling houses.
The "Clifton Hotel," the seventh Galesburg
hotel, was built in 1858 on the southeast corner
of Main and Kellogg streets, and was at first
known as the "Kellogg House" and later as
the "Commercial Hotel." When the Fraternity
Block was erected the Clifton was moved to
its present location on Seminary street, and enlarged and improved.
It is a frame building,
and was for some years the leading hotel of
Galesburg. Among the proprietors have been,
first,
Jerry Roberts, then Messrs. Barton,
Owens, Blossom, Captain Lipe, James Boyd, J.
J. Jhons, Joe Sayles, and Matt Gibson.
The "Union Hotel," the eighth here, was
opened in January, 1870. It was built by a
stock company, of which Captain Grant was
President and C. S. Colton the chief stockholder. Finally it passed into the hands of the
Colton family. It was burned early in 1871 and
same year. For a number of
has been one of the best hotels in IlliHi Belden, a
Mr. Redy, from Joplin, Missouri; Redy and
Hamilton. Maj. C. E. Hamilton, a Mr. Wormley,
Gorham and Mundy, Mundy and Brownell,
Brownell, Dixon and Stansbury, Maj. Stansbury, Henry Gardt and Company, and George
It is now owned by Henry Gardt and
J. Mills.
Company, who lease it to Mr. Mills. It occupies
the block at the northwest corner of the Square
was

rebuilt the

years

it

nois.

The proprietors have been;

and Broad

street.

The ninth
vember

was "Brown's
opening on No-

hotel in Galesburg

Hotel." which, ever since

its

has been one of the two leadIt was built by a
ing hostelries in the place.
1,

1872,
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stock

company of which Geo. W. Brown and
Charles H. Matthews were the principal stock-

Brown's Corn Planter works not only supplied
this extensive manufacturing plant, but wa8

It is a large brick edifice on the
southwest corner of Main and Kellogg streets,
and has been altered and improved two or three
times since its first building. In 1S91 Norman
Anthony purchased it and still owns it. For
the first two years of his ownership it was run
by McMurtry Brothers and Kirch. Since then
Mr. Anthony has run it himself.
The other
proprietors in order were Frank Poindexter,
Messrs. Mead, Benjamin Lombard, Sr., and Cap-

also utilized for filling the public cisterns.

holders.

tain H. C. Case.

The next hotel here was the "European
Hotel" on Seminary street at the head of Tompkins street.
It was built about 1890 by Ben
Buckley,

who has owned

ever since. It is a
very large but a very

frame

it

building, not
pleasant place.
The "Arlington Hotel" was built by Crocker
and Robbins on Seminary street opposite the
Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad depot
and opened for business April 20, 1S9G.
It
occupies part of the first and all of the second

and third stories of a large brick building. No
meals are served here, but owing to its location
and the tact and skill of its proprietor it has
secured a very large share of the transient
business of Galesburg.
Charles D. Hall has
been the proprietor ever since the opening of
the house.

WATER

SUPPLY.

The city is situated on a prairie, with no large
stream within its borders or in its vicinity.
Wells sunk in a retentive sub-soil afforded a
satisfactory water supply until within a few
years. In the early days the average well sunk
to the level of the hard blue clay, an ordinary
depth of from sixteen to twenty feet, seldom
failed to supply the domestic wants of a family.
A shaft sunk to greater depth, in th'e underlying strata, was likely to pierce into a sand
vein, with v^'hich the clay was penetrated, and
might liberate a strong underground current,
which sometimes rose to nearly the surface of
the ground.

A mammoth well on the grounds of the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad for many
years supplied all the wants of the company
at this, a division point, even after the establishment of the Stock Yards. Gradually, however, there came to be felt a necessity for fire
Cisterns were placed at points of
convenience, to be filled from wells and kept
In readiness for emergencies.
The well at

protection.

The first agitation for the establishment of
a system of public water works had its origin
in the appreciation of the necessity of better pro-

tection of the city against conflagration.

Court Creek, a part of the head waters of
which rise within the city limits, enters Galesburg about two miles from the heart of the
city through a deep valley extending twelve
miles eastward to Spoon River. The elevated
lands upon either side are cut by rapidly falling
valleys, becoming narrow and deep, and affording a natural sluice-way for the drainage of the
country for many miles on both sides. George
had, upon his own land, formed a
small artificial lake in one of the valleys for
his own pleasure. Afterwards, he excavated another, much larger, now known as Lake George,
a charming and favorite resort, a more particular description of which is given on another
There was also a public well upon hla
page.
premises, and another on the grounds of the
Frost Manufacturing Company.
The Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad Company, needing a more abundant supply of water, had excavated a lake in Court
Creek Valley, with pipes running thence to the
depot grounds. At this time the entire municipal
supply consisted of a reservoir on Seminary
street, holding eleven hundred barrels, and one
on West street with a capacity of fifteen hunTwo steam pumps and twelve
dred barrels.
hydrants constituted the distributing force.
During Mayor Foote's administration, in 188384, it was proposed to follow the example of the
railroad company, and to create a lake in one
of the valleys connected with Court Creek Valley, from which a supply of water might be obtained for general municipal purposes. It was
pointed out that no limit could be placed upon
the city's needs for years to come, as its wants
were likely to increase beyond any provisions
first made; and that an additional chain of lakes
was a feasible project, which might furnish a
water-shed of one hundred square miles.
The proposition was followed by an offer on
the part of Nathan Shelton to construct a system of water works, requiring of the city only
a franchise and an agreement to pay a given
price per annum for a fixed number of hydrants

W. Brown

for fire supply.

Under an agreement, such a system was conand a water

structed, with several miles of pipe

f^..^^.^
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PARKS.

tower, the supply being obtained from a single
well some eighty feet in depth and suult
through a litteen foot gravel seam. Worthing-

ton duplex pumps were to be installed, v/ith a
capacity of 4,500 cubic feet per day. A standpipe, fifteen feet in diameter and one hundred

By

J.

V. N. Standlsh.

Parks and boulevards are the pride and Joy
every

of

They are sources
Emerson

city.

and health

to everyone.

of

p!e;>.8ure

says:

"No

also included.

and thirty-three feet high,
Nine miles of water main were laid and eighty
hydrants put in. The annual cost to the city
was to be eight thousand dollars.
Mr. SUelton was the promoter of the company,
whose plant was located near the Burli;igton
tracks, on North street.
The supply proved
inadequate, and citizens who had, in the antici-

labor, pains, temperance, property, nor exercise, that can gain health, must be begrudged;
for sickness is a cannibal which eats up all the
life and youth it can lay hold of, and absorbs
No city should
its own sons and daughters."
neglect to provide parks and pleasure ground*
for its people. If she does, she becomes a lag-

pation of its success, provided for taking water,
found themselves without return. Yet the project proved sufficiently successful to lloat a
mortgage, with bonds enough to reimburse the
promoter.
The city refusing longer to pay for the serv-

Civilization has its foundation in beauty and
refinement. Take away these, and n nation of

was

a protracted litigation followed, resulting
in the release of the municipality from the company's claim.
In the meantime (July, 1S90),
ice,

Galesburg had commenced the construction of
a system of its own, and subsequently purchased
the Shelton works.
The Cedar Fork Valley, near the west line of
the corporate limits, was chosen for the site.
The supply is obtained from wells sunk into an
extensive, water-bearing stratum beneath the
valley of Cedar Creek. These were subsequently
re-enforced by artesian wells, penetrating the
Trenton and St. Peter's limestone. The wants
of the public are so fully met that there is
no reason to doubt that the supply from the
same sources can be indefinitely increased, and,
should necessity arise, there is still Court Creek
Valley, with its unlimited subterranean and

Seventy-six tubular wells are
connected by twenty-seven
hundred feet of sixteen inch suction mains. A
pump-house has been erected with two GaskellHoUey, non-compound condensing engines, and
three one hundred horse power boilers. A storage reservoir, with a capacity of four million
gallons, has been constructed near the pumpsurface springs.

now

in

operation,

In 1S9G, two artesian wells were drilled,
which are operated by the Hewlitt air-lift system. There are twenty-seven miles of distributing mains, from four to sixteen inches in diamhouse.

and two hundred and ninety-four hydrants.
This system has cost the city about $230,000. .At
present 1.500,000 gallons of water can be furnished daily, 1,000,000 of which are obtainable
from the drift tubular wells.
eter,

gard

in

the

onward march

of

civilization.

people would soon relapse into barbarism. The
man that opposes public parks is not a benefac-

but an enemy, of his race.
The parks of Galesburg are small, covering
They are ornamental and
but a few acres.
attractive, and are kept in the neatest manner.
A large variety of shrubs and trees decorate
the green lawn, and an abundance of flowering
tor,

plants give

life

and beauty

to the scene.

They

are under the supervision of a Park Commission of six members, created by the City

Council.

April

13,

1876,

the Horticultural Society of

Galesburg presented a memorial to the Council,
asking that a Park Commission be created of
three or more members, who should have the
control and supervision of the parks, and

who

should serve without compensation. On June
5, an ordinance was passed, defining the duties
and powers of the commission, and by the
mayor, George W. Brown, the following were

appointed commissioners: J. V. N. Standlsh, O.
T. Johnson, B. F. Arnold, T. J. Hale, John McFarland, and George Churchill. By the terms
of the ordinance, those appointed were required
O. T. Johnto draw lots for length of service.
son and B. F. Arnold drew for one year; J. V.
N. Standlsh and John McFarland, for two
years; and T.

J.

Hale and George Churchill, for

three years. The board was organized by electing T. J. Hale, president, and George Churchill,
secretary. Mr. Hale served four years as pres-

and Dr. Standlsh, the present Incumbent,
has served nineteen years.
May 12, 1880, an ordinance was passed to
connect the City Park with the Central Park
by a boulevard, which was planned by Dr.
This driveway Is regarded as the
Standlsh.
ident,

most beautiful

In the city.
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In the Spring of 1887, the president of the

Park Commission, with the approval

of

hla

associates, presented to the Council a plan for

Improving and beautifying Central Park, which
was adopted. This park, in one year, was made
BO beautiful as to be a rival of the most artistic
park.
It has won praises from all who have
seen It. The parks of Galesburg are neat and
attractive. Their influence is felt in every nook
and corner of the city, and even in the county.
The present board Is composed of the following:
V. N.
J.
Standish. president; Loren
Stevens, secretary; Hiram Mars, C. A. Webster,
N. W. Boon, P. M. Stromberg.
At different
times the following have been members of this
commission: O. T. Johnson, B. F. Arnold, T. J.
Hale,
John McParland, George Churchill,
Francis Fuller, George C. Lanphere, M. L.
Comstock, Isaac Perkins, O. F. Price, E. P.
Williams,

W. Selden

Gale,

Henry Gardt.

MILITARY COMPANIES.
The first military companies in Galesburg
were organized before the Civil War, probably
In 1857, certainly not before 1856. There were
three of them, all formed about the same time.
At that period there was no State militia,
although the State furnished equipment for
volunteer companies.
Probably the first of
those enlisted here was the Galesburg Light
Guards.
This was an infantry company, and

numbered, perhaps, fifty men. Prominent in
It
were L. D. Rowell, Charles
Sheeley, James Andrews, Daniel Farrell and
a Mr. Huntoon. The company drilled on the
second floor of a building near the northwest
corner of Main and Prairie streets.
At the
time of the Lincoln-Douglas debate they acted
as a bodyguard for the great contestants,
escorting them to and from the college campus,
where the speaking was heard. The first ofiiorganizing

cers

of

captain;

this

company were:

Charles

Sheeley,

James Andrews, second
Farrell,

orderly

L.

first

lieutenant;

sergeant.

D.

Rowell,

street, and at first used a
water cure establisharmory, but subsequently had
their headquarters in a building on the north
side of Main street, just west of the public
square. They also acted as an escort of honor
Their officers, in
to Lincoln and Douglas.
order of service, were: Captains, Leonard
Holmberg, A. Stenbeck and Olof Staul, who
was afterward known as Captain Olof S. Edvall,
First
of the Forty-third Volunteer Infantry.
lieutenants, Olof Staul and a Swede by the
Shanstrom.
Second
lieutenants,
0.
P.
name of
Pearson, C. E. Lanstrum and Nels P. McCool.
live
in
A few of the original members still
Galesburg, among them being Swan Anderson,
John Erickson, C. E. Lanstrum, William O.
Nelson and Nels Olson.
There was also in those days an artillery
company in the city, which had but few members and whose battery consisted of one gun.
It was organized in 1857 or 1858, and after a
year or two disbanded.
The three companies which have been mentioned, together with a Knoxville cavalry company, united to form what they styled the
"Knox County Battalion," which drilled on
the prairie, half way between Knoxville and
The officers were. Colonel T. J.
Galesburg.
Hale, Lieutenant Colonel L. D. Rowell, Major
Leonard Holmberg and Sergeant Major Cal.

and south of North

room
ment

in

McCall's

Dr.

tor their

Cover.

There were no other military organizations
here until after the enactment of the law
The first company
creating a State militia.
recruited here under that law was Company B,
of

the Fourth Infantry, which was mustered

into the State service about

and E. R. Drake had circulated a paper
which had received
signatures.
William Whiting was
colonel of the regiment, and O. L. Higgins
calling for its organization,

and Daniel

several

The organization

It was composed of Swedes living In Galesburg.
There were from fifty to seventy members.
They drilled on the ground east of Chambers

27, 1878,

before,

lieutenant:

disbanded before 1861.
The Scandinavian Rifles was the second
Galesburg company. It was organized In 1857.
and disbanded a year or so before the war.
Nearly all the members enlisted in the Union
army. With the exception of one "section," of
about tweleve men, who were from Victoria,

September

the Hon. Frank Murdoch acting as mustering
There had been more or less talk of
officer.
forming such a company for a year or two

lieutenant colonel.
Early in the eighties, the Illinois militia
reorganized,

was

and this company became Com-

The
N. G.
officers, in order of service, have been as follows: Captains, E. F. Phelps, J. M. Martin,
pany

C, of the Sixth Infantry,

I.

Howard Reed, G. P. Hoover, W. S. Weeks, H.
Norton, A. W. Stickney, C. E. Fitch, E.

A.
C.

Elder and T. L. McGlrr; first lieutenants,
Charles Wells, E. R. Drake, Guy B. Dickson.
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A. Norton, H. M. Tompkins,
A. W. Stickney, C. E. Fitch, Frank L. Andrews,
V. N. Ridgeley, Fred W. Porter and C. A. Bysecond lieutenants, Fred Brooks, C. F.
lotf;
Hamblin, Charles Waste, Frank Thulin, C. E.

seven weeks in the island of Porto Rico, cheerundergoing hardships and privations
fully
which greatly taxed their strength, and winning respect and admiration for the manly and

Fitch, Robert Hillier, E. C. Elder, C. Hoffman,
F. S. Montgomery, V. N. Ridgeley, W. L.

On their return to Galesburg the men were
received with honor, and welcomed as heroes
of a war toward the successful issue of which

W.

B.

Weeks,

Arkels, E. A. Johnson and Daniel K. Smyth.
Company C's first active service was in 1886,
during the labor troubles at East St. Louis.

On

April 21, 1SS6, Captain

Weeks

received the

following order: "Report with your company
J. W. Vance,
at Er.st St. Louis via Q. Road.
Adjutant General."
The company left at once, and rendered excellent service, being on duty for about three

weeks.
In 1894, it was twice called upon to preserve
order on occasion of disturbances by striking
miners. On June 10, the men were ordered to
Pekin, where for four days they guarded the
city, and especially the jail, where thirty-seven
prisoners were confined. Again, on July 8, they
were ordered to Spring Valley, to protect the
town from riot and the lawlessness attendant

upon the great coal miners' strike, then in progress, remaining there one week.
In September, 1898, the company was once
more called Into service. It was ordered to
report at Fulton, where there was some apprehension of trouble over the removal of the
The
headquarters of the Modern Woodmen.
train was made up, but just as the men were
about to board it, the orders were countermanded.
The great opportunity in its history, however, came to Company C when war was
It left Galesburg for
declared against Spain.
Springfield, April 26, was mustered Into the
Federal service May 11, and reached Camp

later.
The men arrived at
Charleston, S. C, July 7, Siboney, Cuba. July
From
15, and Guanlca, Porto Rico, July 25.
Guanica they marched to Yauca, Ponce. AdJuntas and Utuado, and thence back to Ponce,
where they embarked for home on September
reaching New York on the thirteenth.
7,
Springfield on the seventeenth, and Galesburg
on the twenty-first. Until November 20 they
were on furlough, and on the twenty-fifth of
that month were mustered out. Every member
of the company returned home, a fact which
reflects great credit upon ifs officers. The com-

Alger nine days

pany underwent its share of the hardships of
camp life and campaigning. It spent about

Boldierly qualities

which the men displayed.

Their capthey had materially contributed.
tain, T. L. McGirr, has recently received a
captain's commission in the United States provisional army, and has left the company after
the longest term of service ever rendered by
any of its officers. He was elected Captain on
March 14, 1891, and served continuously from
that date until September, 1899.
Battery B, of Galesburg, enjoys a reputation
second to that of no other artillery company in
the State. It \\as organized in March, 1897, as
an Independent company, under the name of
the Galesburg Light Artillery.
No one was
admitted to membership who had not had
experience in military affairs and who could
not show special qualification as a horseman,
sharpshooter, or in some kindred department
of athletic sport.

The members were uniformed
own expense, and bought
of their ordnance.
The

and equipped

at their

their horses

and part

Dattery

was allowed the use

of two field pieces
by the government
was materially assisted

of the latest pattern, loaned

to

Knox

College, and

at the beginning by Dr.
of

that institution,

Captain)

W.

J.

II.

Finley, president

and by Lieutenant (now

A. Phillips, of the regular army,

The battery
took part in several competitive drills and military tournaments, and, on request of the State
authorities, joined the National Guard, being
mustered into service as Battery B of the
Artillery Battalion, I. N. G., on July 7, 1897.
Captain C. C. Craig, its former commander,
was elected captain, and F. C. Henry, first lieutenant. F. W. Wolf was chosen second lieutenant. Lieutenant Wolf soon afterward resigned,
and J. F. Hamilton and W. W. Smith succeeded
him. Just prior to the Spanish war the commilitary instructor at the college.

pany received from the State its full equipment
a machine gun battery, and recruited
as
and drilled until its complement was filled and
The
it had reached a high degree of efllciency.
members, to a man, volunteered for the war,
and were called out, but failed to see active
service.

In September, 1898, the battery was ordered
by telegram to proceed to Pana, to preserve
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order and protect lives and property, which

education.

were endangered by

detailed account of its founding

riots resulting in conflicts

•between the striking miners of that vicinity
and the civil authorities. In two hours after
being notified, the company was on the way.
At Springfield rifles were issued, and only two
of the Gatling guns were retained. On arriving
at Pana, though numbering but seventy men,
the battery soon had the situation under control,

and

disorder

all

came

to

an end.

While

camp there, the command improved every
opportunity for instruction and drill, and became very proficient, particularly in the use
of the Gatling arm
On Oct. 13, telegraphic orders were received
to proceed to Virden, where a serious confiict
in

had started between some two thousand striking miners and their sympathizers and about
two hundred Pinkerton guards and a force of
deputy sheriffs, employed to protect the mines
there.
In forty minutes the command had
broken camp, packed its equipment and stores,
and was at the railway station, where an
engine and freight cars were in waiting, and
the men started for Virden. In the meantime,
fifteen men had been killed and thirty or more
wounded at that town. The strikers had driven
the deputies and guards inside a fortified stockade surrounding the mines, which they were
preparing to blow up with dynamite.
The
artillerymen landed from the train outside the
town shortly after dark, and. supported by the
Catlings, made a charge, separated the warring
factions, and occupied the points of vantage.
Before morning every non-combatant had been
disarmed, the ringleaders arrested, and all disorder quelled.
Only one man was killed on
either

side

after

the

arrival

of

the

battery.

For prompt and

effective work at Pana and
Captain Craig and his men were
honored by a letter of thanks from the Gover-

more
and early his-

[See "City of Galesburg" for a

tory.]

In January, 1S37, Nehemiah H. Losey, afterof Mathematics at Knox Col-

ward Professor

assisted by Miss Lucy Gay, opened a
school at Log City for the especial benefit of
the families of the colony, who settled here in
1836. This school continued until the academy
lege,

was opened in 1838, when Professor Losey became its Principal. With this small school,
Knox College, as a working institution, may
be said to have had a beginning.
In Whitesboro, New York, on January 7, 1836,
the subscribers to Rev. George W. Gale's plan
had voted to name their embryo Institution
"Prairie College," but in the act of incorporation the name "Knox Manual Labor College"
was substituted. The title at first selected, It
was thought, would seem less appropriate when
placed in a thriving town, surrounded by a

highly cultivated country.

might define the
mind the founder

Knox, as a name,
it might call to
and American
will be borne in mind

location, or

of the British

Presbyterian churches. It
that manual labor was to be a feature of the
institution.
The fact that land, such as cost
the Oneida Institute in New York State one
hundred dollars per acre, could be had in Illi-

practically without cost, was a leading
But it soon
appeared that, while the town population
around the Oneida Institute furnished a market
for what could be produced by the manual labor
of men working a small part of each day with
inexpensive outfit, farming in Illinois, requiring
continuous work with team and implements,
was impracticable under college management.
Students were encouraged to take advantage of

nois

consideration in the undertaking.

Virden,

opportunities for

nor.

and grounds of citizens, and such as chose
generally found situations. Labor was always
honored in Knox College; it was the prevail-

The company has always maintained the
high standard of

its

personnel, and has been

known for the character of its
the excellent discipline observed.

especially well

members and

KNOX COLLEGE.
Knox College and Galesburg were the outof one plan the unique conception of
a college growing up in the midst of. and supported by, a village, which was to exist solely

growth

—

for the purpose of giving to the young people
West a college, where near at hand, with

of the

but

little

expense, they could acquire a higher

work

in

the shops, houses,

ing sentiment with the founders that indolence
was disgraceful and idleness a crime.

Only about one hundred acres of the college
farm reservation was put under cultivation before the coming of the railroad, with depots,
shops and yards, located on the premises, made
its sale a source of wealth to the institution.
The name "Manual Labor," becoming inappropriate and misleading, was, on petition of the
trustees, stricken out by act of the Legislature.
As incorporators, were selected five of the
original colonists already on the ground, George
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W. Gale, John Waters, Nehemiah West, Thomas
Simmons, and Nehemiah H. Losey. To them
were added Matthew Chambers and Erastus
Swift, of the

Vermont accession

to the colony,

Parnach Owen and John G. Sanburn, prominent citizens of Knoxville, George H. Wright.
a Monmouth physician, and Ralph H. Hurlburt,
dealer,

leading

a

merchant,

produce

packer,

and land holder living at Mount Sterling
and Wright being from Oneida

— Hurlburt
County,

New

Yorlc.

Tbe charter made the Board selt-perpetuating, with power to increase their number to
twenty-four, in addition to the College Presi-
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the college, sometimes called

War."

ment

It

of

the "Blanchard

was a struggle

Knox

to place the governCollege in the hands of the Con-

gregational Church.
It
was practically terminated (though the existing bitterness remained long after) April 30, 1858, when Rev. Dr.
Harvey Curtis was chosen President. Since

then the college, while non-sectarian in government and instruction, has had a Presbyterian
President, except during the four years of Dr.
Gulliver's incumbency, and a larger number
of the trustees have belonged to that church
than to any other.
In May, 1859, the General Association of the
Congregational Church in Illinois adopted a

who was to be a member ex-officio. All
vacancies were to be filled by vote of the Board
Itself.
The thirteen places not filled in the
charter were intended for colonists not yet arrived, new-comers, or influential men in the

report reflecting severely on Knox College and
the opponents of Dr. Blanchard. But for many
years past Knox College has found its warmest
supporters in that as well as in the Presbyterian

surrounding country from which patronage was

church.

expected.

Harvey Curtis remained through June,
It was a hard time for the infant college.
The war cut down the attendance so far that in

dent,

Dr.

On August

9,

1837, the

Board

of Trustees held

meeting at Knoxville, in the house of
Matthew Chambers, when it was voted to erect
an academy building as soon as possible. John
Waters was chosen President; N. H. Losey,
Clerk; and John G. Sanburn, Treasurer; the
term of office to be one year. William Holyoke,
Peter Butler, and Silvanus Ferris were at the
same time added to the Board. The building
was finished in the Fall of 183S, and opened for
students, with Professor N. H. Losey as Principal and Hiram Marsh as assistant.
In 1S41, the college was fully organized, with
Rev. H. H. Kellogg as President (he was chosen
In 1838); Rev. George W. Gale, Professor of
Belles-Lettres and acting Professor of Ancient
Languages; and N. H. Losey, Professor of
Mathematics. The next year Innes Grant was
made Professor of Languages. In 1843, the
first catalogue was issued, showing an enrollment of one hundred and seventy-five students.
In 1845, President Kellogg, who had been pastor of the church and college agent as well as
president, resigned, and was succeeded by Rev.
Jonathan Blanchard, who filled these offices
Its first

In 1846, the first class, nine in numwas graduated. In 1851, three young ladies
graduated from the seminary, Knox's first
alumnae.
In all, one hundred and fifty-nine

1863.

the five years of his presidency only seventynine were graduated from both college and
seminary.
In 1863, Dr. William Stanton Curtis was
chosen President and remained in office five
which period the college had only

years, during

sixty graduates.

At the close of his administration, the condition of the Institution's finances had become
alarming. At the beginning of its history, the
net proceeds from the sale of lands, after meeting expenses attending establishment of the
colony,

fell

below expectations, and

little

income to meet expenses, until
the railroad on college land
reserve property into market and
largely advanced the value of all its unsold
holdings.
plied sufficient

ber,

the location of

graduated

in

the

thirteen

which left the institution under
Jonathan Blanchard's presidency.

classes

the

Rev.

In this period, occurred that bitter controversy,

which threatened

at

one time to disrupt

to

calculation seems to have been made, sup-

until 1857.

stude.its

failed

provide an endowment sufficient for the support
of the college, even in those times of low salaries, when the requirements were so much less
than now. An unfortunate liberality, allowing
more than one student to receive free tuition
on a single scholarship at the same time, caused
the attendance to be almost entirely on scholarships, thus cutting off revenue from tuition.
But the gradual sale of town lots, on which

brought

its

The sudden and great Increase in the wealth
was followed by liberal ex-

of the institution

penditures,

extensive

an enlarged
and the organization

building,

faculty, increased salaries,
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cessor,

The panic of 1857 dissipated much of
apparent wealth, but the sales had been

rolled.

scale.

this

large,

not

of the revulsion

and the full effect
some years.

was

of

felt for

While

in 1868, the college still

property, the difference

had a large

current exthe necessity of aid

between

penses and income made
from the public soon apparent. Dr. John P.
Gulliver, at that time a trustee, the pastor of a
large Congregational church in Chicago, and
well known as an effective speaker in pulpit and
on platform, was proposed for President. It
was urged that his talents and reputation would
attract and hold students, and, with the public,

The
secure recognition and pecuniary aid.
Presbyterian trustees waived objection on denominational grounds, and he was unanimously
His administration was brilliant; he
elected.
brought strong additions to the faculty; the
number of students increased; and through his
four years, from 1868 to 1872, there were seventy-two graduates. But expenses increased,
little tuition was collected, the scholarships were
still alive, and there was no considerable addition to the endowment by donation. At the end
of four years, so great

income-bearing

was the reduction

property

that

the

in the

trustees

deemed large reductions in expenses imperative.
The President insisted on an increase both in
teaching force and equipment, and resigned, several members of the faculty going at the same
time. For three years the presidency remained
unfilled, most of the duties of that position
by Dr. Albert Hurd. In 1875, Dr.
Newton Bateman, who had then just retired
from the State superintendency of Public Instruction, where his marvelous record had made
him famous, was induced to accept the vacant
During Dr. Bateman's administration
place.
the college grew largely. His character admirably fitted him for just this work. He gradually
smoothed over the difficulties still surviving
His first
from the Blanchard controversy.
graduating class numbered sixteen; his last,
forty-nine. It was while he was President that
Knox, in 1887, celebrated its semi-centennial.
being

filled

The gymnasium, the Alumni Hall, and the additions to Whiting Hall were built, and the standard of the curriculum was very materially
raised.
In 1884, the cadet corps was started,
a law being enacted authorizing the Government
work. In
under Miss Lepha A. Kelsey, the Conservatory of Music was started. Under her sucto detail a special officer here for the
1883,

W. F. Bentley, the school has grown till
over two hundred and fifty pupils are now enAn Art School has also been established.
In 1892, Dr. John H. Finley, a Knox graduate

Female Seminary on a more expensive

of the

1887,

was

elected

President,

Dr.

Bateman

continuing to act, however, for one year, and
remaining with the institution which he had
so greatly benefited and on which he had shed
such honor, as President Emeritus, until his
death, in 1897. In 1892-3, the college extension
courses were organized, and are now conducted
by the Professors, to the great good of the
places visited by them and the consequent favorable advertising of the college. Extension lecturers from other schools are also brought here.
In 1894, the Summer School was established.
Many more elective courses than formerly are
now offered; the library has been greatly enlarged; the scientific equipment is much improved; and the education here obtainable is
much more thorough than ever before.
Including the class of 1899, the total number
of Knox graduates is twelve hundred and fiftynine.

In June, 1899, President Finley resigned, to
engage in magazine work in New York, and the
In the
college is as yet without a President.
interim, the trustees elected Professor T. R.
Millard Dean of the Faculty, and the present
outlook for the institution is very bright.
In what has been already said, no special reference has been made to the gradual multiplication

and improvement of the college buildings.

was long known as the
It stood on the northeast corner of Main and Cherry streets, and is now a
dwelling house. Next came a Female Seminary,

The

original structure

"old academy."

built in 1841 at a cost of five thousand dollars,
and burned in 1843. In 1844, the "East Bricks,"
which is still standing, and the "West Bricks,"
torn down to make room for Alumni Hall, were
built.
In 1S46, the "new academy" was erected,
and used as an academy for about twelve years,
after which it was utilized for a High School,
until

it

was

finally demolished,

to

give place

to the

trustees found

Knox

by the rise of
opening of the

Union Hall. In 1855, the
College so much enriched
its real property, induced by the
railroad, that they erected the
and the principal portion

of the

main building
Whiting Hall

at a cost of nearly $100,000.

The first Gymnasium, a wooden building still
standing on the east side of the campus, was
erected by the students.
In 1885, the east wing of Whiting Hall waa

^^^5^^/
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west wing, each costing
about ten thousand dollars. In ISSS, the Observatory was erected.
On October S, 1S90, President Harrison laid the

ants to be members of these societies, the first
competitive exhibition being given in 1S97.
The L. M. I., which was organized November
It seeks to afford the female students
20. ISGl.

corner stone of Alumni Hall, a handsome building, erected by the gifts of old students. It contains a chapel, seating nearly one thousand,
with Adelphi and Gnothautii Halls in eithei

the

built,

and

in 1S92. the

wing. Its cost approximated

fifty

thousand dol-

lars.

Among

the student organizations, the literary
societies are the oldest and best known. Their
work has been a distinguishing featvire of the
college

for

many

years.

The training there

given in the facile use of language and in oratory
has put the college at the head of all in the
West in prize winning. Her orators have won
the inter-state oratorical contest six times, taking .iVe first prizes and once being awarded sec-

ond place. The drill in debate, in impromptu
speaking and in parliamentary law, obtained in
these societies, has also proved of incalculable
value to their members in after life, as many
graduates can testify.
In the order of their founding, these societies
are:

The Adelphi, which was organized in the
Spring of 1846 and chartered in May, 1847. About
one thousand members have been connected
It owns the
with it since its organization.
Until that was
west wing of Alumni Hall.
built, its meeting place was in the second
The

Btory of the old

"West Bricks."

awards a prize of

thirty-five dollars every year

to the

member who wins

society

the Adelphi Debate,

which takes place in the Spring term, between
four contestants chosen by the society.
The Gnothautii, which was organized November 1. 1S49. by Adelphians, who felt aggrieved
at the position taken by the parent society in
the "Blanchard War." It also has a prize debating contest, known as the Colton Debate,
because General D. D. Colton gave the fund, the
income from which has been used since 1877 for
The society used to meet in the
this prize.
"East Bricks." but now owns the east wing of
Alumni Hall, leasing the first story to the college.

Both these societies are open to
students of the academic department.

all

male

same advantages that the two societies menThe meetings are

tioned above give the men.

held every Wednesday afternoon in the large,
nicely furnished hall on the third floor of Whiting Hall, owned by the society and fitted with
a stage, where most enjoyable entertainments
are frequently given.

The
be.

Zetetici (Seek to know) and E. O. D. (To
not seem> are the young men's societies of

the preparatory department.

was

Zetetici

or-

ganized in the Fall of 18G5 and E. O. D. in

December.

1873.

The Oneota.

the young ladies' society of the

academy, was organized in October. 1889. The
name is an Indian word, meaning "the pursuit
of fine arts."
Meetings are held every Frid.ay
afternoon.

The Greek

letter fraternities supply

most of

for the college at the present
other schools, in late years, their
growth has been marvelous, and in numbers
and influence, they are now far stronger than
ever before. At present there are five chapters
in the school.
Those to which men only are admitted are:
The Phi Delta Theta. Illinois Delta chapter,
which was organized l\Iarch 16, 1871; reorganized in ISSO. The fraternity hall is on the
third floor of the new Tunnicliff Building.
The Beta Theta Pi, Xi chapter, which was
organized in 1853; reorganized as Alpha Xt
chapter in ISSS. A chapter house is rented on
the corner of Cedar and South streets.

the social

time.

As

life

in

The Phi Gamma Delta. Gamma Deuteron
which was organized in 1867; reorganized in December, 188.';. Their hall is on the
third floor of the building on the southeast
corner of Main and Cherry streets.
chapter,

The societies for ladies are:
The Phi Beta Phi, Illinois Delta chapter,
which was organized March

7.

1884,

secret society for women students
the Delta Delta Delta, Epsilon chapter, which
was established during the Fall term of 1888.

The only

is

Besides

the

literary

societies

and

the

Recently

fraternities, there are several organizations of

Mr. George A. Lawrence established two prizes
for extempore debate, to be competed for by

a more or less miscellaneous character.
The Inter-State Oratorical Association dates

two members from each society. The first conMr. E. A. Bancroft has
test was held in 1S96.
also offered two prizes for oratory, the contest-

from February 27, 1874, when, in response to an
invitation from the students of the college,
orators from six colleges in Illinois, Iowa, and
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Wisconsin contested at Galesburg.

From

this

Email beginning, grew tlie present association,
consisting of ten Intercollegiate Societies in as
many different States, and representing nearlyone hundred colleges. Out of twenty-six contests, Knox College has won Ave first and one
second prize.
The Contest Association is made up of the
members of the Adelphi and the Gnothautii. It
elects an orator and delegates to the Illinois
for its

chief societies of a religious character are

as follows:

The

for

annuals have been "The Pan1869-70; the "Mischmasch," for
and "The Gale," published first for
1887-88.
For four years the fraternities pubIn 1891-92, a Knox Souvenir was
lished it.
prepared by two students. In 1893, no annual
was published. In 1894, the Juniors, class of
1895, revived "The Gale," and in 1895, two
Juniors published it. It now seems established
a Junior publication, after the fashion of

as

aim the

promotion and perfection of physical culture.
The Memorabilia Society, which was formed in
the Spring of 1890, seeks to preserve interesting
data in connection with the college.

The

college

1870-71;

most other

Inter-Collegiate Oratorical Society.

The Athletic Association has

The

theon,"

which was organized in 1S84.
It meets every Friday evening in Whiting Hall
chapel.
The Knox Volunteer Band, which is
composed of those who have agreed to go as
Y. M. C. A.,

colleges.

LOMBARD UNIVERSITY.
By C. Ellwood Nash, D. D.
The motives which inspired the founding of
Lombard University may be learned from the
preamble and resolutions adopted, upon motion
of the Rev. C. P. West, by the Spoon River
Association of Universalists in session at Greenbush, Illinois,

May

19, 1850:

"The

"WHEREAS, The intellectual and moral improvement of our youth is a subject of vital
importance not only to our denomination but to
the community at large; and

Knoxiana." Its first issue appeared in August,
1850.
It soon suspended, but was revived in
May, 1S51, by the "Knoxiana Publication Company," and was prosperous for five years. In

schools, established by law, have ever been and
still are in the hands and under the control of

foreign missionaries.

The

first

college

publication

was

the Fall of 1856, the Gnothautii started a rival
paper, "The Oak Leaf." But two papers could

not be supported, and after one year's rivalry,
they were discontinued.
In lSGO-61, Adelphi
published a quarterly, the last effort at journalIsm in the college until 1878. In the Spring of
that year the students, in mass meeting, decided to have a paper, and that same Autumn
"The Knox Student" was started. It ran through
18S0-S1, when the "Knox Student Joint Stock
Company" was organized. It held a meeting,
September 15, 18S1, in which such a storm
arose that the "Coup d' Etat" was started, and
immediately supplanted the old paper. It remained till June, 1898, the literary magazine of
the college, and was published monthly by the
"Coup d' Etat Joint Stock Company." The college newspaper during that time was "The Knox
Student," published weekly by the "Knox
Student Joint Stock Company," founded in June,
1894, in order to supply fresher news than could
appear in a monthly. But two papers were
more than the college could support, so in June,
1898, the "Student" and "Coup d' Etat" were
consolidated under the name of the former.

"The Knox Student" now appears weekly and
combines the literary and news features.

"WHEREAS,

Most,

if

not

all,

of the literary

institutions of the State, higher than

common

our religious opponents; and

"WHEREAS, The
is

sectarian influence of these
detrimental to the cause of free inquiry after

religious truth, injurious to the spread of Unl-

versalism, and sometimes ruinous to the peace
and happiness of the students themselves; therefore

"RESOLVED, That

the Universalists of this

State ought immediately to adopt measures for
the establishment of a seminary of learning
which shall be free from the above named objections.

"RESOLVED, That

said institution should be
Knox County, Illinois."
genuine love of learning, combined with

located in Galesburg,

A

religious
conviction,
tenacious loyalty to
breathes in these resolutions; for they resulted
in the opening of the Illinois Liberal Institute
in September, 1852, Rev. P. R. Kendall being

the

first

Principal.

That there were room and demand for the
school was evidenced by the attendance
which, starting with sixty pupils, rapidly increased, in 1856-7, to two hundred and forty-five.
With this growth in number, the ambitions of
the management grew also, and, in 1855, a new
charter was obtained which created the Lom-

new

K

^•
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tard University. The energy, the planning, the
sacrifices that made this enterprise successful
were great. In April, ISSo, the original institute building was burned. The school, without
a home and scattered about in various rooms,
continued to thrive and increase. The canvass
for a permanent endowment, which was begun

nary

ability.
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The important

fessor William Livingston, who, from 1855 to
1873,

was one

of the guiding spirits of the in-

stitutioa, filling several different positions
efficiency,

must not pass unmentioned.

forty-seven years of
to

On

his resignation in 1859, Dr.

J.

P.

Weston

Dr. Weston's
elected to the Presidency.
administration, which continued for thirteen
years, was signalized by the raising of a permanent fund of nearly $100,000, and by wise and
scholarly plans which gave the institution a

was

solid educational basis.

After him. Professor

William Livingston served as Provisional President for three years: and in 1875, Dr. N. White
was installed in the presidential office, which he
filled with Christian dignity and a wealth of
erudition for seventeen years.

Upon

his resigna-

was put in charge of the Ryder
Divinity School (which was established in 1881,
as a department of the university, and named
for Dr. William H. Ryder, of Chicago, whose
tion in 1892, he

will

bequeathed about $46,000 to the institution,

which he had long been a leading trustee),
and Dr. J. V. N. Standish was made President.
He retired in 1895, and the present incumbent,
Dr. C. Ellwood Nash, an alumnus of Lombard,
was called to the chair. It should be said of
of

Dr. Standish that, beginning his connection
with the school in 1854. he served it with distinguished credit for a period of forty-one years,
Not less earnest has
in almost every capacity.
been the attachment to Lombard University of
Dr. Isaac A. Parker, who entered the professorial staff in 1858, and still continues to discharge his duties as head of the department of
the classics, with unabated zeal and extraordi-

with

may

its history, by a host of
devoted friends, whom it would be most fitting
honor here by name. But they have their

early in 1S54 under the leadership of President
Kendall, who was ably seconded by Rev. G. S.

ner.

It

well be believed that the fortunes of the institution have been nobly supported during the

Weaver, was pushed on with greater zeal. The
largest single contribution was made by Benjamin Lombard, who, prompted by a "mingling of
civic and denominational pride, with an Interest
in educational matters directly inherited from
his Mayflower ancestry," gave to this cause
property the estimated value of which was
In his honor the university was named.
120.000.

With a portion of the funds thus secured the
brick structure, which has since been the domicile of the university, was erected. Mr. Kendall
remained President nominally until June, 1857,
although Professor J. V. N. Standish was Acting
President from October, 185-1, to June, 1857. He
was succeeded in that office by Dr. Otis A. Skin-

services of Pro-

monument and memorial

in the things actually

achieved, and "their works do follow them."
As President Kendall's administration was

by the strong impulse he
gave the University; Dr. Watson's, by the raising of nearly $100,000 for an endowment; and
Dr. White's, by the founding of the Ryder Divinity School; so Dr. Standish began the raising
of funds for a Woman's Building, and thus may
be said to have opened the way for further improvements. The amount secured by his canvass
was nominally about $40,000, which has since
been increased to about $51,000. With a portion of this fund has been erected a substantial
and commodious Ladies' Hall, which was opened
in September, 1896.
The Association of Gradchiefly distinguished

uates undertook, in 1896, to build a

Gymnasium,

in September, 1897.
From
beginning, the University has maintained
a steady growth, if not a rapid one. Its property
is now valued at about $250,000, of which $100,000 is the estimate for the campus and buildings,
and the remainder is the Invested Fund. It was
one of the first colleges in the country to open
its doors to women on equal terms with men,
and continues with unfaltering confidence its coeducational plan. It is a school of progressive
ideas and methods, and aims to be thoroughly
up-to-date in its dealing with the educational
problem. Though the religious conditions, which
seemed to make its establishment a necessity,
have since been considerably modified, the need
of sound scholarship has suffered no abatement,
and Lombard University, true to its own ideals,
is abler than ever and equally resolute to do
its part in the common work of laying a foun-

which was completed
its

dation for the future by the generous enlightenment of the rising generation.

GALESBURG PUBLIC SCHOOLS.
By

F. D.

Thomson.

For many years, the only public schools in
Galesburg were those maintained by the disElementary instruction was, for the
tricts.
most part, obtained at private institutions and
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The school taught by Professor Losey and Miss Gay, at Log City, was the
In November or December,
first of any kind.
It was a one1838, the Academy was opened.
story building, and stood on the northeast corner of Main and Cherry streets. A second story
was soon added, and William Van Meter was
at

Knox Academy.

employed by a few

citizens, at their

own

ex-

pense, to teach here. In 1839, C. S. Colton built
a small school house on the northeast corner of
the public square, with inclined aisles, after the

fashion of modern audience rooms. It was soon
to the north side of Ferris street, between

moved

Broad and Cherry streets. Eli Farnham was
There were two terms, of six
first teacher.

the

first

each, in the school year. This was the
public school building, properly so called,

and

later a building]

months

owned by Matthew Cham-

No. 1 Main street, on the northeast
corner of Henderson, was devoted to the same
purpose. The third building of this class was
constructed of brick, and stood on Pine street,
just south of Main. The fourth was situated on
bers,

at

Brooks street, near the Monmouth road. The
was just north of the present Seventh
school site. This was soon replaced by
a second building, erected on the same lot. The
sixth was on the north side of Simmons street,
fifth

Ward

a half block east of Hope Cemetery. The seventh stood on the corner of Kellogg and Losey
These were all the school houses, but
streets.
there were eight districts, each with its separate

Board of Directors. There was no co-operation,
and the teaching was poor; so poor, in fact,
that the best people sent their children to the
Academy or to private schools, the best patronized among the latter being that of Miss Kitty
It stood In the middle of Block 12, and
the building which It occupied may still be

Watson.
seen.

In 1855, George Churchill returned from Euwhere he had studied the Prussian school
system, which he greatly admired. Through the
columns of the "Galesburg Democrat" he urged
the importance of "graded union schools" for the
eight hundred school children then in Galesburg. Two years later, W. S. Baker, who enjoyed a wide reputation 'as a successful school
organizer, was induced, in consideration of the
rope,

payment

of

one hundred dollars, to aid in or-

ganizing the public schools. Mr. Baker made
home with Dr. Churchill, who, in addition to
this contribution to the cause, donated one-half
But the plan
of the hundred dollars paid him.
his

was new and excited much

opposition,

even

among

the trustees,

some

of

whom

feared that

would ruin the Academy.
But the champions of reform won, by force of
argument, aided by persistence.
Late in 1858, the eight old districts were consolidated into one, and George Churchill, A.
B. Campbell and J. H. Knapp were elected directors, and given power to grade the schools.
For some time, they encountered no little opposition in their efforts to introduce a uniform
They rented from C.
system of instruction.
S. Colton a building on the west side of the
public square, just north of Main street, and
also secured the old postoffice building on Broad
Here was the first Gramstreet and the square.
mar school; where instruction was given in the
two highest grades of the five which were at
better public scnools

established.
Pupils in the three lower
grades attended the outlying schools. Mrs. G.
Tryon,
who
had
taught
in graded schools in
A.
Ohio, was made the first Principal. She gave up
private
one of the best
schools in the city in order to aid the Directors in their work. In
January, 1860, Mrs. Tryon was forced, by illness,
to resign, and was succeeded by J. H. Knapp
during the remainder of the year. He was followed by R. B. Guild, who was Superintendent
for two years. J. B. Roberts, appointed in
September, 1862, remained till M. Andrews was
appointed in September, 1875. He held the office ten years, W. L. Steele, the present incumbent, being appointed in September, 1885.
In 1858, at a citizens' meeting held in the
First Congregational Church, a committee of
fifteen, of which George Churchill was chairman, was appointed to take some action looking
toward the establishment of a free graded school
system. They engaged Judge Lanphere and
O. S. Pitcher to draft an act for the accomplishment of this end. It was passed by the Legislature, February 18, 1859, but not accepted by
the city until 1861, when a Board of Education,
composed of one member from each ward, was
elected.
Previous to that time, the three Directors had had executive control.
It was during the superintendency of Mr.
Guild that the present general system of management was inaugurated, but the schools were
slow in reaching their present state of development. The first Superintendent's report was
made for the year ending June, 1865.
There
were then seven grades and a two-year High
School course. (At present there are eight
grades and a three-year High School course.)
In this report is a strong plea for a Teachers'
first
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Training School, which followed just twentythree years later, Miss Lillian Taylor being the
instructor. Much good has been done, and more
At
is hoped for, from this systematic training.
present, nearly all the teachers have received a
collegiate training;

and the

e.xercise of the ut-

their selection has, more than
improved the schools.
The greatest advance in educational methods

most care
anything

in

else,

has been made in the last ten years.

manual training was introduced

In 1SS7,

into the curric-

ulum, the shops being located in the basement

and the director of inAt present, Mr.
G. H. Bridge is the director and the instruction
is given in the basement of the High School
building. Many of the pupils become skilled mechanics. The study of music was introduced in
188S; of drawing, in 1S91: and of vertical waiting
in 1S96.
Text-books have grown better from
year to year; kindergarten methods have been
adopted in all lines of work; and the teacher
has become not the terror, but the friend of the

UNTY
more competent teaching and

The earlier school houses have been described.
The High School was first opened In 18C1, in
the "New Academy," where now is the Union
Hotel. In 1865, all the buildings on the public
square had to be vacated. Both the High and
Grammar schools were then removed to the old
Baptist Church, at the corner of Broad and
Tompkins streets, for which (both site and
building) the price paid was two thousand dollars.

In 1865, the Churchill School

of the Churchill School,

struction being Earl Stilson.

pupil.

Prior to 1893, pupils in the five lower grades
ward schools, while
those in the three higher grades attended a
central "Grammar School." At first this was
necessary, in order to bind the separated district schools in one homogeneous system. There
has been some disposition, however, to build
small school houses in the outlying wards; and
this has been fostered by owners of real estate
in those sections of the city, who see in their
erection the enhancement of the value of their
property. In these small schools, there are not
received instruction in the

number of pupils to permit each
teacher to instruct in one grade only; two, or
even three, being taught in a single room, to
the manifest disadvantage of the pupils. On
the other hand, the schools in the center of the
The present plan
city have become congested.
a sufficient

is to

build large

ward

schools,

and

in

them

pre-

pare the pupils for the High School. Only the
Hitchcock, the Weston, and the Bateman schools
are large enough for this, the first having been
enlarged in 1893, the second in 1895, and the
third in 1899.
From other wards, the pupils
come to the Churchill school the ward school
for the First and Second wards for the three
highest grammar grades. The system of instruction in the High School, since the completion of the new building, has been departmental, each teacher devoting himself or herself to a single branch.
The result has been

—

—

better progress

by the pupils.

was begun, and

finished in 1866, at a cost of sixty thousand dol-

was called "Grammar School" until 1896,
when the Board of Education changed the name
in honor of the man who made graded schools
in Galesburg an accomplished fact.
It was also
used as a High School until 1888. when the new
High School building was completed nt an out-

lars. It

lay of twenty-eight thousand dollars.

In 1896,

an addition was made costing twenty thousand
dollars.
Here each teacher has a recitation
room, and there is a large study hall for the
pupils.
The Fourth Ward School, at the corner
of Mulberry street and Allen avenue, was erected in 1869.

ana in

its

About 1882 it was partially burned,
was greatly improved, at a

rebuilding,

cost of tweniy-flve thousand dollars.

In 1895,

was entirely remodeled with a view to permitting pupils to be prepared there for the High
School. The Third Ward School was built in
1875, at the corner of Cherry and Selden streets;
and in 1893. at an expenditure of some ten thousand dollars, ?n addition was made with the
same end in view. The Sixth Ward School, at
the corner of Clark and Losey streets, was
it

erected in 1877, and in 1899,

fifteen thousand
was spent in its enlargement, the object
being the same. The Seventh Ward School, at
the corner of Third and Seminary streets, was

dollars

built in 1876,

and the Fifth Ward School, which

stands at the corner of Second and Academy
streets, at about the same time.
Owing to the
growth of the Third and Fourth wards, Lincoln
School was built, on the corner of North and
Pearl streets, in 1890. All these buildings were

two story and basement structures, of red brick
with light stone trimmings. They had four
rooms on each Hoor. with ample hallways, and
cost from thirteen to sixteen thousand dollars
each.

In 1891, the Third, Fourth, Fifth, Sixth,

and Seventh Ward schools were named, respecHitchcock, for the gentleman of that
tively:
name, who was Superintendent of the Chicago
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Burlington and Quincy Railroad, and who was
always much interested in public affairs; Weston, for one of the early Lombard Presidents;
Cooke, for M. D. Cooke, who for thirteen years
was a member of the Board of Education; Bateman, for Dr. Newton Bateman; and Douglas, in
honor of the "Little Giant." There is a pri-

mary school for the children of the First and
the Second Ward— a small frame building between the Churchill and High schools. All these
school houses are heated by steam and have
modern improvements in ventilating devices;
while those recently erected have the best possible system of lighting.
In the early sixties, there was a separate
school for negroes established, at their own request. They preferred their children not to attend with those of the whites, who were much

younger and smaller than theirs

in the

same

grades.

Funds for the support of the schools are derived from the State (from the proceeds of
school lands) and from taxation. A comparison
of the year just past (1897-8) and the year for
which the first report was made (1864-5) follows:

RECEIPTS.
State fund

Tuition
Tax, interest, etc
Total

1865.
$ 1,498.98
68.95
5,898.66

1898.
$ 3,337.09

$ 7,466.59

$79,126.10

270.00
75,519.01

EXPENDITURES.
Salaries

School grounds
Janitor, repairs, etc

Total

1865.
$ 6.965.50
2.000.00
2,696.89

1898.
$38,894.50
600.00
29,110.28

$11,662.39

$68,604.78

ner of
dollars.

$ 4,195.80

Surplus

$10,521.32

ATTENDANCE.
1865.

Enrollment
Average attendance

878
790
117

Colored
High School
Teachers

47
22

The school property
hundred thousand

is

1896.
2,896
2,417

1898.
3,396
2,730

154
293
72

149
423
77

now worth about two

dollars.

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS.
There are in Galesburg three Catholic schools,
St. Joseph's Academy, St. Mary's Primary and
Corpus Christi Lyceum and University.
St. Joseph's Academy and Convent, at the cor-

streets,

In September, 1879,

it

was erected
thousand

was opened, with

a staff of ten teachers, and about four hundred pupils of both sexes. It has been conducted from the beginning by the Sisters of
Providence, from St. Mary's of the Woods, Indiana. The Sisters have hitherto been very successful in their work, as is evidenced by the
large number of accomplished young ladies who
have graduated from the academy. The location of the building is healthy and the surroundings pleasant. The course of study embraces
four years.
St. Mary's Primary School stands on the corner of Fourth and Seminary streets, in the
Seventh Ward. It is an elementary school for
boys and girls from six to twelve years of age,
and serves as a preparatory department for St.
Joseph's Academy. The school, with its accompanying playground, was purchased with the
view of obviating the danger of accidents occurring to such small children as might be obliged
to cross the railroad tracks in going to and from
the academy. Besides, the walk would be rather
long, and the weather often too inclement for

the little ones. Two Sisters from the academy
attend St. Mary's daily and the school has
proved a great benefit.

The Corpus Christi Lyceum and University
was opened in September, 1895, for the education of young men in the higher branches of
learning, including a classical and commercial course, as well as a course in music.
The
building is an ornate and solid structure, and
well supplied with
stitute a

modern

all

that

outfit.

is

status.

necessary to conits first openhas been added to

Since

ing, in 1895, a notable feature
its

Deficit

Knox and Academy

in 1878-9 at a cost of about thirty

This occurred in 1897, when

the

Lyceum was raised to the rank of a university.
At present, therefore, this institution comprises two departments, Lyceum and University. The curriculum of the Lyceum department
embraces the subjects usually covered by the
average High School course. The University
course requires four years for its completion,
and on graduation the degree of B. A. is conferred.

The Corpus Christi Lyceum and University is
conducted by the Fathers of the Order of Charwho never weary in their endeavors to inculcate sound moral and religious principles.
It owes its institution, as also do the other two
schools above mentioned, to the unwearied efforts of the Rev. Joseph Costa, the present Recity,

^.
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tor of Corpus Christ! Church, and president of
Corpus Christi Lyceum and University. Father
Costa has general supervision of all the Catholic

schools of the city.

THE KINDERGARTEN NORMAL SCHOOL.
The Kindergarten Normal,

beautifully

sit-

uated on Tompkins street, opposite the City
Park, is one of the educational institutions of
which Galesburg is justly proud. It embodies
the motive, spirit and life of its founder and
present principal. Miss M. Evelyn Strong. Before undertaking this work Miss Strong completed
a thorough course in kindergarten

methods.
In 1879, she opened a private kindergarten in

her

own home,

five pupils

having been secured.

The growth of the school was slow, the enrollment not exceeding twelve at any time during
the

first six years.

As the nature and character of the work became understood, it became appreciated and its
patronage steadily increased. Teachers soon
began to apply for instruction in Froebel's
methods. From this sprang the regular Normal
Department, which was formally organized in
September, 1S86, and from which a large class
graduates annually. The present enrollment in
the various departments, including the weekly
classes, exceeds two hundred.

The distinguishing and successful feature of
the Normal Department is that teachers are not
only trained to be kindergartners, but are also
thoroughly prepared to adapt Froebel's principles to public school work.

The Free Kindergarten
of this school,

and

in

it

of the city is a

each student

is

branch

required

do a part of her practice work.
In 1895, the school was partially destroyed by
fire, and in rebuilding was much enlarged and
to

well equipped with all modern improvements.
This institution has a marked influence upon
the educational thought of the community. It
stands for Christian education, Bible study and
that obedience to law which makes the true
citizen.

GALESBURG FREE KINDERGARTEN.
Upon
number

693

a later meeting a constitution and by-laws were
adopted, and the following officers elected:
President, Mrs. M. C. Grubb; Secretary, Mrs.
Helena Crummett Lee; Treasurer, Mrs. J. C.
Fahnstock. The organization was named the
Galesburg Free Kindeigarten Association, its
object, as stated in the preamble to its constitution, being "to maintain one or more free kin-

dergartens in Galesburg."
The kindergarten was opened October

6,

1890,

in two rooms in the city office building, with
twenty-four scholars and two teachers, MiS3
Mary Hazzard and Miss Mary Owen. In September, 1896, Miss Owen was succeeded by Miss
Emma Chase, of Binghamton, New York.
Increased city business causing a demand for
the rooms occupied by the school, in July, 1893,
the Association bought the Central Hotel from
G. N. Hamilton, and the council granted a lease
of an adjacent lot owned by the municipality,
the hotel being removed thither. The site thus
obtained has been the permanent home of the

school.

From this small beginning, the result of determination and well directed effort, the work
has grown until the Free Kindergarten has become one of the established institutions of
Galesburg. Since December, 1893, the sessions
have been held during the entire day. Since
February, 1894, the rooms have been opened one
evening each week to the parents and friends
Homeless little ones And a
of the children.
shelter here until homes can be found for them.
Yet this branch of the work
cipiency,

In

owing

April.

to a lack of

1896,

the

is

as yet in

its in-

room and means.
was incor-

Association

the incorporators being Mrs. M. C.
Grubb, Mrs. J. E. Chase, and Miss Bell Beatty.
Since then the scope of the work has been
gradually enlarged, until the original nucleus
has become a sort of center for all associated
charities, and is the fountain head of rescue and
relief work of all kinds in Galesburg.
The daily attendance at the school averages
porated,

about thirty-five. In 1896 four hundred calls
were made by visitors, and about two hundred
and fifty families were given substantial aid.

invitation of Miss M. Evelyn Strong a
of ladies

met. in September, 1890, at

the Kindergarten Normal to discuss a plan for
benefiting the poor children of Galesburg by

affording them, gratuitously, a similar course of
instruction. Mrs. Mary Claycomb Grubb was

chosen temporary chairman, and a committee
on permanent organization was appointed. At

BROWN'S BUSINESS COLLEGE.
This institution was originally known as the
Western Business College, and was founded in
1860 by H. E. Hayes, who disposed of it in
In 1867,
1865, to J. B. Harsh, of Creston, Iowa.
W. B. Richards was made writing teacher, and

about the same time the school began to grow
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In attendance

and influence. Mr. Richards reand the following year Professor

signed in 1869,
Poole became proprietor. In 1S71, he sold the
institution to J. H. Snelling, whose interest

provement hold an important

place, also, in the

In this sketch, it will be the aim to
enumerate every society or organization of a
city life.

fraternal, beneficiary,

or social character,

ex-

and

cept those connected exclusively with institu-

Monmouth, through whose agency
and good management the school at once began

securing
the desired data have been encountered, and
in some cases the loss of society records has
prevented the recording of interesting facts.
So far as ascertainable, there is given below
the principal historical facts of each society.
In the labor unions, the present membership
is not given altogether in accord with the reports received from the organizations themselves for the reason that it was feared that the
plain statement of such facts might be used to
their disadvantage.
A list of places of meeting of the prominent
organizations precedes the list of societies, and
may be found in the next succeeding paragraphs.

passed,

in

July,

1873,

to

J.

M.

Martin

Brother, of

Ill health compelled the retirement
M. Martin in 1883, and M. H. Barringer

to prosper.
of Mr.

J.

became the owner

of the college.

He

established

Nelson Block,
continued to flourish.
Mr. Barringer,
however, concluded to embark in other business,
and in July, 1890, the institution was purchased
by Brown's Business College Company, when it
was rechristened under its present name.
The following year an additional room was
leased, to accommodate the increased attendance. The present principal, W. F. Caldweil,
has been in charge since July, 1892. The college
now occupies nine large rooms in the Commercial Block, one of the largest and handsomest
business buildings in the city. Few, if any,
it

in large, better quarters, in the

and

it

commercial schools in the State have better
for the accommodation of students.
Six competent instructors are employed, and the
attendance is steadily increasing. Nearly two
hundred students were enrolled last year. The
methods of instruction and the text books
used are the very latest employed in the best
commercial schools. The graduates are unusually successful. They are employed by the
leading business Arms of Galesburg and surrounding towns, while not a few find positions
of regponsibility and profit in Chicago and
other large cities, and many are conducting successful business enterprises of their own. G.
W. Brown, the manager of this school and the
President of Brown's Business College Company, probably enjoys as wide and as favorable
a reputation as a commercial teacher as any
facilities

man

in the country.

One of the important phases of the life of a
modern city is, to be found in the organizations
flourish

therein.

In

Galesburg,

Many

difficulties in

Hall, 347 East Main street.
Ancient Order of United Workmen's Hall, 1-1
East Main street.
Castle Hall, Ezel, K. of P., 10 East Main

American

street.

Catholic Total Abstinence Society Rooms, 330
East Main street.
Masonic Hall, third floor Matthew's Block, 221
East Main street.
Pythian Temple, College City, K. of P., Dean's
Block, 55 North Cherry street.
Odd Fellows Hall, Young Men's Christian Association Building, North Prairie street.

Skandia,

I.

East Main
Svea,

Main

I.

O. G. T., or Vittium's

0. G. T.,

or Swanson's Hall, 237 East

street.

Trades Assembly Hall, 118

A

Hall, 216

street.

B East Main

street.

the various organizations, classified
according to their character and aim, follows
list of

next.

FRATERNAL AND BENEVOLENT.
ANCIENT ORDER OF PYRAMIDS.— Gales-

SOCIETIES AND ORGANIZATIONS.
By George M. Strain.

which

tions of learning.

this

phase has been strongly developed within recent years. The older fraternal societies have
long existed there, but the past decade has
brought about a large growth of smaller and
newer orders, whose purpose is either wholly
fraternal or benevolent, or an admixture of
the two aims.
The clubs for study and im-

burg Council No. 136. Organized January 20,
with twenty-five members. Present memMeets first and third
Thursdays, in American Hall.
First officers:
N. P., Charles M. Hunt; Priest, Roy Page;
Priestess, Mrs. M. Young; M., M. C. Case; H.
F. H. Wells; S., G. R. Dimmitt; Treasurer, H.
H. Griffith, Jr.; Medical Examiner, Dr. G. A.
Longbrake. Present officers: N. P., Charles
M. Hunt; Priest, M. N. Longbrake; Priestess,
Mrs. C. W. Milikan;
M., Mrs. Hattie M.
1898,

bership, seventy-three.

?k^'uM

KNOX COUNTY.
Sweeney; H.. P. H. Mattimore; S.. Mrs. M.
Young; Treasurer, W. A. Peterson; Medical Examiner, Dr. G. A. Longbrake.

ANCIENT ORDER OF UNITED WORKMEN.
—All lodges meet in A. O. U. W. Hall, No. 11
East Main street. College City Lodge No. 214.
Organized April

1882,

29,

with eighty charter

members. Present membership, two hundred.
Meets Tuesday evenings. First officers: P. M.
W., Mike Mount; M. W., R. Page; F., \V. 0.
Lovejoy; 0.. E. S. Kimball; Recording Secretary, A. H. Blick; Financial Secretary, H. W.
Carpenter; Receiver, J. F. Boydstrom. Present
P. M. W., George E. Luster; M. W.,
officers:
T. C. Bowes; F., John Doran; 0., T. E. Huston;
Recorder, E. B. Rhodes; Financial Secretary,
F. S. Bartlett; Receiver, J. Blanding; Medical
Examiner, George E. Luster, M. D. Vasa
Lodge, No. 210.
Organized March 10, 1882,
with twenty-five charter members. Present
Meets second and
membership, thirty-five.
fourth Wednesdays in A. O. U. W. Hall. First
officers;
P. M. W., J. A. Engstrum; M. W., S.
J. Johnson; O., J. A. Chalstrand; Recorder, J.
A. .Tohnston; Financial Secretary. J. A. Johnson.
P. M. W., S. J. Johnson; M.
Present officers:
W.. Frank Sandberg; F.. Swan Nelson; 0., S. J.
Stromstedt; Recorder. N. M. Borg; Receiver, P.
J. Friedlund; Financial Secretary, A. F. Starr.

DEGREE OF HONOR. AUXILIARY TO

A. O.

—

U. W. McLean Lodge No. 12. Organized April
with twenty charter members. Present
membership, sixty-eight. Meets first and second Wednesdays in A. 0. U. W. Hall. First offi27, 1887,

P. C. of H., Mrs. J.

cers:

Mrs.

Hopkins:
C, Mrs. J.

J.

H. Saddler; C. of H.,
W. O. Salisbury;

of H., Mrs.

S.

Brownson; Recorder, Miss
Allie Bone; Receiver, Mrs. Carrie E. Wood.
Present officers: P. C. of H., Mrs. Isam Biggs;
C. of

C.

Lela Smith; L. of H., Mrs. E.
Wilds; C. of C, Mrs. A. B. Willetts; Recorder.
C. of H.. Mrs.

Mrs.

Ella C.

Fee;

Financier,

Doran; Receiver, Mrs.

Mrs.

Elizabeth

S. J. Carroll.

SUPREME COURT OF HONOR.— District
Court of Honor No. 171. Organized September 21,
Pres1896, with thirty-five charter members.
ent membership, one hundred and fifty-two.
Meets fourth Fridays in A. 0. U. W. Hall. First
officers:

W. C,

I.

L. Pullsbury;

W.

V.

C, Eva

W. T., W. D. McConnell; W. R.,
George A. Brooks; Medical Directors, C. W.
Mcintosh, E. G. Morey. Present officers:
W.
C, L. M. Bisbee; W. V. C, Minnie Blythe; W.
C. Mcintosh;

P.

C,

I.

L. Pullsbury:

W.

T., C. T.

Larson;

W.

R..

J.

E.

Torey, R.

G05

.McKamey; Medical Directors.
C. Matheny.

FRATERNAL
Home
27.

TRIBUNES.

Tribunal No.

P.

— College

E.

City

Organized September
members. Present
Meets first and third

12.

1897, with forty charter

membership,

Mondays

ninety.

in A. O. U.

W.

Hall.

First officers:

P.

C. T., C. R. Bottsford; C. T.. M. J. Blanding; V.

Mrs. O. N. Marshall; Secretary, A. H.
Blick; Treasurer, P. T. Olson. Present officers:
P. C. T.. M. P. Blanding; C. T., W. A. Marshall;

C.

T.,

V. C. T., Mrs.

L.

M. Arnold; Secretary, A. H.

Blick; Treasurer, Seth H. Felt.

HOME FORUM BENEFIT ORDER.—Opportunity

Forum

No.

22.

January 2,
members. Pres-

Organized

1893, with thirty-eight charter

ent membership, two hundred and thirty-eight.

Meets second and fourth Fridays

Temple on North Cherry

street.

in

Pythian

First officers:

President, Paul Willett;

Vice President, Belle
Quinlan; Secretary. Frances A. Gebhart; TreasPresiPres.ent officers:
urer. M. L. Gebhart.
dent, T. L. McGirr; First Vice President; Jennie
Searle; Second Vice President, Alma Tomlluson; Secretary, Winnie Flynn; T'reasurer, M. L.
Gebhart.

INDEPENDENT ORDER OF FORRESTERS.

—Court Knox No.

1482. Organized February 22,
Present
with sixteen charter members.
Meets second and
forty-six.
fourth Monday evenings in Svea Hall. First officers:
C. R., J. B. Harvey; C. R., J. M. Fletcher;
P. C. R., B. E. Jones; V. C. R., William G.
Nicholson; Court Physician. John B. Harvey;
R. S., W. E. Doyle; F. S.. E. L. Vivion; TreasPresent officers:
C. R.,
urer, Julius Schultz.
E. L. Vivion; P. C. R., E. Woods; C. R., E. H.
Blaich; V. C. R.. E. Hertrum; Court Physician.
William Maley; R. S.. William F. Olson; F. S..
A. D. Swanson; Treasurer. F. E. Johnson.
Court Svea No. 3124; merged into Court Knox
No. 1482.

1894,

membership,

INDEPENDENT ORDER OF ODD FELLOWS.— Third fioor of Young Men's Christian
Association Building, where
held. The various lodges are

all meetings are
named below:
Colfax Encimpment No. 28.
Instituted at
Knoxville, January 9, 1855. as Rounsvill Encampment No. 28, with seven charter members.
Moved to Galesburg in 1862, and that year
Resuscitated November 19,
ceased working.
1867. Name changed to Colfax Encampment in
Present membership, forty-eight.
July, 1808.
Meets second and fourth Fridays. First local
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officers:

C. P.,

Clark;

L.

S.

Thomas M.
J.
J.

W., M.

Newton Briggs; H.

W., George H.

P.,

Thomas

Smith; Scribe,
Hempstreet;

Bell; Treasurer, P. P.

J.

Clark.

Present

officers:

C.

P..

O. Frost; H. P., Claus Hagrelius; S. W., S. P.

Swanson; Scribe, N. T. Allen; Treasurer, J. F.
Anderson; J. W., E. A. Woods.
Galesburg Lodge No. 140. Organized March
16, 1854, with five charter members.
Present
membership, fifty.
Meets Monday evenings.
Charter members, E. F. Wicker, W. D. Holeomb,
S. G. Cowan, Robert McCormick, B. H. Harrington.
The early records were destroyed by fire.
Present officers: N. G., E. W. Welch; V. G.,
G. D. Tuttle;
urer,

W.

Secretary,

J.

A. Mallick; Treas-

L. Boutelle.

First Scandinavian

Lodge No.

446. Organized
with fourteen charter memmembership, fifty-six. Meets
Tuesday evenings. Its early records were destroyed by fire. Present officers:
N. G., S. P.
Swanson; V. G., John J. Dahlberg; Recording
Secretary, F. 0. Swanson; Financial Secretary,
C. A. Swanson; Treasurer, P. N. Granville.
Veritas Lodge No. 478. Organized February
14, 1872, with sixteen charter members.
Present membership, one hundred and thirty.
Meets every Thursday evening. First officers:
N. G., Newton Briggs; V. S., A. J. Shaw; Sec-

January
bers.

retary,

26, 1871,

Present

Adam

Present

Dick; Treasurer, D. C. Raymond.
N. G., A. J. Cline; V. S., J. F.

officers:

Bannon;

Secretary,

E.

T.

Maury;

Treasurer,

Hiram Mars.

DEGREE OF REBEKAH (AUXILIARY TO
ODD FELLOWS).—Vesta Lodge No. 29. Organized January 28, 1891, with eleven charter
members. Present membership, one hundred
and twenty-seven. Meets first and third Friday
evenings.

First officers: N. G., A.

Ostrander;
V. G., Mrs. Sarah Green; Secretary, Mrs. Emma
Hayden; Treasurer, Mrs. T. B. Walsh. Present
officers:
N. G., Mrs. Nellie Hill; V. G., Mrs.
Geneva Tuttle; Secretary, Miss Nellie Roadstrum; Recording Secretary, Miss Inez Risley;
Treasurer, Mrs. Mamie Fuller.
Loyal Lodge
No. 386. Organized April 6, 1895, with thirtythree charter members.
Present membership,
ninety-two. Meets second and fourth Saturday
evenings. First officers:
N. G., Sarah Green;
J.

V. G.. Margaret Pease; Secretary, Luella Rusk;

Financial Secretary, Dessie Allen; Treasurer,
Clara Walsh. Present officers:
N. G., Abbie
Fay; V. G., Daisy Tapp; Secretary, Luella
Rusk; Financial Secretary, Gertie Cortright;
Treasurer, Nellie Boutelle.

GRAND UNITED ORDER OF ODD FELLOWS (Colored).— Little Bee Lodge No. 2511.
Organized May 8, 1884, with thirty-tvo memmembership,
Present
twenty-seven.
Meets second and fourth Thursdays. Present
bers.

P.

officers:

Simms; E.

N. G.,

S.,

W.

J.

W.

Britten;

D. Smith; T., C.

Shoots; P. N.

N.
Adv., H. Wells.
F., F.

F., J.

N.

G.,

J.

McGruder;

H. Washington;

KNIGHTS OF THE GLOBE.—Mizpah

Garri-

Organized February 22, 1898, with
members. Present membership,
sixty-three.
Meets first and third Tuesdays in
Pythian Temple, North Cherry street. First
officers:
S. J., James O'Brien; J. W., A. Bartlett; President, A. J. Cline; Vice President, F.
W. Calkins; Commander, Fred Peterson; Lieutenant Commander, William Wagoner; Ensign,
W. H. Olson; P. M., A. Sutphen; Adjutant, J.
Present officers: S. J., F. W. CalF. Gretta.

son No.

159.

sixty charter

kins;

J.,

J.

F.

Gretta;

President,

James

F.

Fred Peterson; Commander, C. G. WoUet; Lieutenant Commander,
J. M. Edwards; Ensign, R. B. Parker; P. M.,
F. W. West; Adjutant, E. A. Tate.
Derry; Vice President,

KNIGHTS OP THE MACCABEES.— Galesburg Tent No. 150. Organized December 26,
charter members.
Present
1894, with forty
membership, forty-four. Meets first and third
Wednesdays in American Hall. First officers:
T. Salisbury;
P. C, G. S. Chalmers; C, C.
Sergeant, T. A. Orr; Record-keeper, R. N. Shaw;
F. K., George N. Hamilton; Chap., W. W.
Smith. Present officers:
P. C, T. C. Bowes;
C. W., W. Smith; L. C, C. C. Sandberg; Rec.
and Fin. K., G. S. Chalmers; Sergeant, Elmer
Warfel; Physician, Dr. G.

S.

Chalmers.

LADIES OF THE MACCABEES (AUXILIARY TO KNIGHTS OF THE MACCABEES).—
Galesburg Hive No. 118. Organized January 22,
Pres1897, with twenty-four charter members.
ent membership, forty-three. Meets first and
third
cers:

Wednesdays in American Hall. First offiP. L. C, E. W. Schaffer; L. C, E. E.
C, M. G. Hinman; L. R. K., H.

Goettler; L. L.

L. Doll; L. F. K., A. A. Gray; L. Physician, E.

Hertig.

man;

L.

Welch;

Present

C,

F.

officers:

D.

P. L.

Warnock;

L. R. K., H. L. Doll;

C, M. G. HinL. C, L A.

L.

L. F. K., H.

E.

Bates; L. Physician. A. A. Gray.

KNIGHTS OP PYTHIAS.— Myrtle

Lodge No.

Organized April 12, 1882. with thirty-three
100.
Present membership, one
hundred and sixteen. Meets Wednesday evenings in Pythian Temple, North Cherry street.
charter members.

KXOX COUNTY.
First officers:

P.

C,

B. Lindburg; C.

C,

J. O.

Frost: V. C. H. McHann: P., C. M. C. Burns: K.
of R. & S.. N. E. Johnson: M. of Ex.. E. L.

Thorsen; M. of F.. C. L. Hedell. Present officers: C. C, David Dyke; V. C. Emll Dyke: P..
J. A. White; M. of Ex.. J. O. Frost: M. of F..
N. P. Swenson; K. of R. & S., C. O. Peterson.
Ezel Lodge No. 127. Organized August 8. 1884.
Present
with twenty-seven charter members.
membership, fifty. Meets Thursdays, in Ezel
Castle Hall. No. 12 Main street. First officers:
P. C. S. D. Cole: C. C, C. L. Hubbell; V. C,
B.

J.

Huff;

M. of Ex., A. G.
D. S. Hecker. Pres-

P., E. O. Clark;

Humphrey; K.

of R.

&

S..

C. C. Henry Swanson; V. C, E.
Ebby: P.. E. C. Dewein: M. of Ex., E. E.
Chambers: M. of F., W. I. Phelps; K. of R. &
College City Lodge No. 433.
S.. D. S. Markley.
Organized April 26. 1888. with sixty-seven charPresent membership, two hunter members.
dred and four. Meets Monday nights in Pythian
Temple. North Cherry street. First officers:
C. C. P. M. Booth; V. C. W. G. Edens; P.. S.
A. Wagoner; M. of Ex., Henry Gensert; M. of
F.. J. W. White; K. of R. & S., F. A. Dean.
C. C, H. A. Norton; V. C,
Present officers:
J. A. McKinney; P., W. H. Foster; M. of Ex.,
N. Mallick; M. of F., H. S. McCabe; K. of R. &
S.. R. W. Sweeney.

ent officers:
J.

DRAMATIC ORDER KNIGHTS OF KHORASSAN (SUPPLEMENTARY TO KNIGHTS OF
PYTHIAS).— Nabathaean Temple No. 5. Organized February 19. 189C. with sixty-one charPresent membership, one hunter members.
Meets second Monday
dred and seventy-five.
evenings, in Pythian Temple. North Cherry
V. S., Charles J. Kelley;
street. First officers:
R. v.. H. E. Parker, Jr.: G. E., L. R. Maddox:
Mahedi. W. A. Anderson; Menial,
James
C. O'Brien: Secretary. F. A. Dean; Treasurer.
Present officers:
V. S.. W. P.
F. R. Gadd.
Brown: R. V.. M. J. Dougherty; G. E., James
A. McKinney; Mahedi, H. A. Norton; Menial.
H. L. Ingersol; Secretary and Treasurer, N.
Mallick.

RATHBONE SISTERS (AUXILIARY TO
KNIGHTS OF PYTHIAS).— Marguerite Temple
No. 7. Organized April 1.5. 1892. with thirtythree Knights and twenty-three Sisters. Present membership, twenty-seven Knights and

Meets first and third ThursPythian Temple. North Cherry street.
P. C. Lulu Longbrake; M. E. C.
Belle Quinlan; E. S.. Irene Mathews; E. J..
Mattie Boyd; M. of T.. Roma Snowball; M. of
thirty-six Sisters.

days

in

First officers:

& C,

Francis Gebhart; M. of F.. Minnie
Present officers:
P. C. Laura Witham; M. E. C, Phoebe Campbell; E. S., Eva
Messplay; E. J., May Dewein; M. of T.. Rosa
Johnston; M. of R. & C, Grace Downing; M.
of F.. Bertha French.
MASONS.— The spacious quarters of the order
R.

Steinritz.

are on the third floor of the Matthew's block,
where all meetings are held. Galesburg Commandery No. 8. Knights Templar, organized In

November, 1861, with ten charter members.
membership, one hundred and seventyfive.
Meets second and fourth Mondays. First
E. C.
J.
A. Thompson; G.. G. C.
officers:
Pi-esent

Lanphere; C. G.. J. W. Spaulding; P., A. G.
Hibbard; Treasurer. Sydney Myers; Recorder,
E. C. H. W.
A. C. Danaker. Present officers:
Holmes; G., C. W. Postelwait; C. G.,C. C. Craig;
L.
Burkhalter;
Burkhardt;
Treasurer,
J.
P., C.
Recorder. J. H. Calkins. Galesburg Council No.
granted
Charter
Masters.
14. Royal and Select
to Monmouth. December 5. 1864. and transferred
Eighteen
char1892.
February
15,
to Galesburg
ter members. Present membership, thirty-eight.
Deputy.
Hoyle;
T.
M..
W.
R.
I.
First officers:
H. L. Wilbur; P. C. of W.. R. C. Haines; M. Ex..
J. H. Calkins; Recorder. H. W. Carpenter. Present officers: T. I. M., W. R. Hoyle; P. C. of W.,

C, A. Jacob; C. of the
J. F. Anderson; SecreChapter No.
Galesburg
tary.
Organized October 2,
46. Royal Arch Masons.
charter
members.
Present
memwith
ten
1858,
Meets
bership, one hundred and seventeen.
E. H. Merrill; C. of the

Dyke; Treasurer,

G., L.

H. W. Carpenter.

first

Wednesday.

First officers:

H.

P.,

J.

W.

Spaulding; K., George C. Lanphere; Scribe,
Caleb Finch; Treasurer. R. H. Whiting; SecrePresent officers:
tary. A. C. Danaker.
H. P.,
H. W. Holmes; K.. John N. Stater; Scribe. J. H.
Calkins; Treasurer. J. F. Anderson: Secretary,
W. O. Lovejoy. Alpha Lodge No. 155. A. F. and

Reorganized October 3. 1854. Present
A. M.
membership, one hundred and sixty. Meets first
and third Fridays. First officers: W. M.. J.

W. Spaulding;

S. W.. S. Dolbear; J. W.. J. P.
Present officers: W. M., C. T. Holmes;
W.. C. E. Gottschalk; J. W., C. B. Johnson;
Treasurer, P. N. Granville: Secretary, C. E.
Dudley. Vesper Lodge No. 584, A. F. and A. M.
Organized October 17. 1868. with thirteen charter
members.
Present membership, one hundred
and seventy-four. Meets second and fourth
Thursdays. First officers: W. M.. R. Blearson;
S. W.. J. M. Morse: J. W.. D. Greenleaf
Treasurer. C. E. Baldwin; Secretary. J. McKarland.

Fuller.

S.

;

KNOX COUNTY.
Present officers: W. M., D. E. Woodford; S. W.,
G. W. Tapp; J. W., E. E. Chambers; Treasurer,
J. F. Anderson; Secretary, E. B. Rhodes.

ORDER OF THE EASTERN STAR (AUXILIARY TO THE MASONS).—Violet Chapter No.
235.
Organized October 5, 1893, with sixteen
charter members. Present membership, ninety.
Meets second and fourth Tuesday evenings.
First officers:
W. M., M. Striclcler; W. P., J.
C. Fletcher; A. M., S. M. Dove; Secretary, W. A.

Eraser; Treasurer, R. R. Strickler. Present officers: W. M., Nellie Boston; W. P.. R. R. StrickA. M., Sarah Davidson; Secretary, Estelle
Anderson; Treasurer, M. Treadwell. Patron
Chapter No. 18. Organized September 12, 1893,
with fourteen charter members. Present membership, thirty. Meets first and third Tuesdays.
First officers: W. M., M. F. Washington; W. P.
J. W. Davis; A. M., M. Davis; Treasurer, L.
Henderson; Secretary, M. McCook. Present officers:
W. M., Mrs. Fannie Washington; W. P.,
Mrs. Carrie McKinsey; A. M., Mrs. Rachel
Milburn; Treasurer, Mrs. Annie Searles; Secretary, Mrs. Josie Mason.
ler;

MINER

OF

HONOR LODGE.— Galesburg

Shaft No. 7. Organized June 7, 1898, with thirty
charter members. Present membership, forty.
Meets second and fourth Mondays, at residences
of members. First and present officers: Presi-

W. Fee; Clerk, Dr.
Treasurer, Mrs. C. W. Fee; MedJ. F. Corbin.

dent, G. F. Conley; V. P., C.
J.

F. Corbin;

ical

Examiner, Dr.

MODERN WOODMEN OF AMERICA.— Oakleaf Camp No. 92.
Organized April 27, 1885,
with thirty-five charter members. Present membership, one hundred and twenty-four.
Meets
first

and third Mondays in A. O. U. W.
V. C. David Spence; W.

First officers:

Hall.
A., J.

A. Westfall; E. B., A. D. Aiken; Clerk, M. C.
Loomis; Physician, D. W. Aldrich. Present officers:

V.

C,

J.

R.

Cunningham; W.

A., E.

C.

Dewein; Banker, G. D. Tuttle; Clerk, M. L.
Gebhart. Galesburg Camp No. 667. Organized

August 10, 1888, with twenty-eight charter
members. Present membership, three hundred
and twelve. Meets second and fourth Thursdays in K. of P. Hall, North Cherry street.
First officers: V. C, A. H. Blick; W. A., W. B.
Loomis; E. B., C. E. Bancroft; Clerk, H. A.
Dobson; Physician, J. F. Percy and R. I. Law.
Present officers: V. C, E. P. Holcomb; W. A.,
W. A. Gebhart; Clerk, 0. W. Walkup; E. B.,
John P. Evans; Physicians, E. V. D. Morris and
O.

I.

Searles.

KNOX COUNTY ASSOCIATION OF MODERN WOODMEN.— Organized April 18, 1895,
with delegates from six camps. Present membership, eighteen camps, representing 1,892
members. Meets second Tuesday in February,
Galesburg.
First officers:
President, J.
Faumliner, Abingdon; V. P., John McCrea, VicSecretary, J. F. Temple, Galesburg;
Treasurer, M. E. Smith, East Galesburg. PresPresident, W. D. Patty, Oneida;
ent officers:
V. P., J. P. Evans, Galesburg; Secretary, J. P.
Temple, Galesburg; Treasurer, H. Hohendorf.
in

toria;

ROYAL NEIGHBORS OF AMERICA (AUXILIARY TO MODERN WOODMEN).— Woodbine
Camp No. 445. Organized August 22. 1896, with
twenty-nine charter members. Present membership,

sixty-five.

Monday evenings
cers:

0.,

in

Meets second and fourth

American

Hall.

Mrs. Harriet Hippert;

First

offi-

O.,

Mrs.

V.

Leila Temple; Secretary, Mrs. Ina Barton; Receiver, Rachel Dewein; Physician, Dr. E. V. D.
Morris. Present officers: 0., Mrs. Grace Evans;
P. C, Mrs. Lulu Holcomb; V. C, Mrs. Harriet
Sweeney; Recorder, Mrs. Hattie Mair; Receiver,
Mrs. Harriet Anderson.

MYSTIC WORKERS OF THE WORLD.— OrMay 27, 1897, with forty-five charter

ganized

members. Present membership, seventy-five.
Meets first and third Monday evenings in
Swanson's Hall. First officers: M., J. A. Westfall;

V. M.,

S.

W.

Martin: Secretary,

W.

B. Coff-

man; Banker, Ephraim Sharps; Physicians, Drs.
O. I. Searles, George Chalmers and E. V. D.
Morris; Attorney, George N. Hamilton. Present officers: W. M., Dr. O. I. Searles; W. V. M.,
Mrs. E. I. Harris; W. S., Dr. A. Watson; W. B.,-

George

Dr.
O.

I.

S.

Chalmers; W. Physicians, Drs.
S. Chalmers; W. At-

Searles and George

torney,

W.

T. Smith.

NATIONAL UNION.— Galesburg

Council No.
Organized March 7, 1894, with twenty-five
Present membership, fiftytwo.
Meets first Mondays over Carey's book
store.
First officers: Ex. P., A. T. Wing; P.,
H. E. Parker, Jr.; V. P., C. C. Flynn; S., W. A.
Peterson; R. S., E. J. Dickson; F. S., B. S. Carpenter; Treasurer, R. M. Kimber; Medical Examiner, Dr. J. L. Shepard. Present officers:
Ex. P., J. W. White; P., A. T. Wing; V. P.,
A. C. Anders; S., W. A. Peterson; R. S., C. M.
Hunt; F. S., T. S. Brown; Treasurer, R. M.
Kimber; Medical Examiner, Dr. J. L. Shepard.
680.

charter members.

ROYAL ARCANUM.—College
No. 1000.

Organized February

City
7,

Council
with

1889,

(^^ /^^^^^i^^^^'^^-'^-^r^a-tW^

KXOX COUKTY.
Present membership, fortyMeets in Castle Hall, K. of P., 12 East
eight.
Main street, second and fourth Mondays. First
officers:
R., F. F. Cooke; V. R., G. J. Sauter;
P. R., G. P. Rosenau; Or., J. W. Boltz; Secretary, George E. Norine: Treasurer, S. Frohlich.
R., John W. Barry; V. R.,
Present officers:
J. F. McCarthy; P. R., C. H. Geisler; Or., George
Geuss, Jr.; Secretary, O. W. Walkup; Treasurer,
John McLernon; Medical Examiners, Drs. F. P.

Tyler and L. R. Ryan.

ROYAL CIRCLE.— Galesburg

Circle No.

IGO.

Organized May 8, 1S99, with fifty charter memPresent officers: W. R., Mrs. Fannie A.
bers.
Blazer; P. W. R., C. W. Carr; W. A., N. 0. Johnson; Secretary, J. E. Maley; Treasurer, R. C.
Matheny; Medical Examiners, Drs. 0. 1. Searles,
John Corbin and R. C. Matheny.

Court No.
Organized February 8, 1897, with thirty-one
charter members. Present membership twentyfive.
Meets second Mondays. First officers:
P. C. Joseph Benedict; C, J. F. Hamilton; T.,
Rev. G. B. Stocking; S., Gust Peterson; Medical
Examiner. Dr. J. B. Harvey.
Officers
last
S., J.

F.

C,

E.

W.

Searle; T., Mrs. E.

W.

Searle;

Hamilton; Medical Examiner, Dr. Gray

Taggart (deceased).
77.

Organized

eighteen charter members.
ship,

fifty-five.

May

30. 1894,

Present

with

member-

Meets at No. 12 Main street

Friday evenings. First officers:
P. C, E. B.
Rhodes; C, T. C. Bowes: V. C, John Doran;
Duval;
Recorder
and
L. C, W. S.
Receiving
Treasurer, Otto L. Fooken; Treasurer, V. B.
Giddings. Present officers: P. C, C. E. Lundberg; C. T. C. Bowes; V. C, C. A. Rosenberg;
L. C, A. W. Engstrand; Recorder, B. Jordan;
Recording Treasurer, G. A. Johnson; Treasurer,

W.

S.

Duval.

McWADE AUXILIARY.— Organized
ber

21,

Septem-

with fourteen members. Present
Meets in A. 0. U. W.

1894,

membership, twenty-two.
Hall, No. 12

days.

W.

Main

street, first

First officers:

W.

P.,

and third MonMrs. L.

Doran;

Duval: W. V. P., Mrs. N.
Mrs. Katie Parker; W. Secretary, Mrs. Dora Mott; W. Treasurer, Mrs. F. L.
Parker. Present officers:
W. P., Mrs. Fannie
P. P.,

Mrs. P.

Tyler: Jr. V.

P.,

Carmody; W.

P. P., Mrs. F. L. Parker; W. V.
Miss Tillie Anderson; W. Jr. V. P., Mrs. T.
C. Bowes; W. Secretary, Miss Julia Johnson;
P.,

W.

forty-eight.

Monday,

in C.

President,

Flynn;

24, 1894. with twentyPresent mombershiO,
Meets second Sunday and fourth

W.

A.

T.

S.

Hall.

Corresponding Secretary,

Financial

First

officers:

F. Stanton; Vice President, J.

Secretary,

E.

F.

J.

Tobin;

W.

E. Naley;

Treasurer,

M. D. Franley. Present officers: President, W.
P. Brown; Vice President, Hugh Mattimore;
Corresponding Secretary, H. W. Norton; Financial Secretary, E. F. Tobin; Treasurer, Thomas
Keefe.

LADIES' AUXILIARY; LADIES' TEMPER-

ANCE AID SOCIETY.— Organized

January 6,
Present
with twenty charter members.
membership, forty. Meets first Mondays In
1895,

A.

T.

First officers: President. Mrs.

Chittenden;

Vice

Graham; Treasurer, Miss

President,

Mrs.

Lizzie Slattery;

M.
Sec-

Present officers:
President, Miss Kittle Maloney; Vice President,
Mrs. 0. L. Brockway; Treasurer, Mrs. J. D.
Donahue: Secretary. Miss A. Botsford.
retary, Miss Lizzie O'Connell.

INDEPENDENT ORDER OF GOOD TEMPLARS.— Svea Lodge

No. 315. Organized Januwith twenty-seven charter memseventy-flve.
membership,
Present
Meets Friday evenings, in Swanson Hall.
V. T.,
C. T., D. L. Peterson;
First officers:
Emily C. Peterson; Secretary, C. H. Peterson;
Present offiTreasurer, Minnie O. Peterson.
C. T., James Smith; V. T., Myrtella A.
cers:

ary

17,

1878.

bers.

SELECT KNIGHTS OF AMERICA.— Garfield
Legion No.

CATHOLIC TOTAL

SOCIETIES.
ABSTINENCE SOCIETY.

—Organized September
eight charter members.

C. T. A, S. Hall.

TRIBE OF BEN HUR.—Galesburg

50.

elected:

699

TEMPERANCE

nineteen members.

Treasurer, Mrs. Polly Duval.

Smith; P. C. T., Annie Gordon; Secretary,
Amanda
Treasurer.
Charleston;
Charles
Organized
Fidelity Lodge No. 103.
Holmes.
December 4. 1879, with thirty-four charter memMeets
Present membership, forty-five.
bers.
Thursday evenings, in Skandia Hall. First officers: C. T., L. F. Tate: P. C. T.. Dr. Tate; V. T.,
Mrs. George Alden; Secretary, Charles Gray;
Treasurer. L. A. Greenwoo<l. Present officers:
Miss Bertha Wachs; P. C. T., Theodore
Johnson; V. T., Mrs. R. T. Williams; Secretary, Miss Mamie Nelson; Treasurer, R. T.
Williams. Skandia Lodge No. 817. Organized
January 6, 1896. with forty-four charter
members. Present membership, one hundred
and seventy. Meets Wednesday evenings In
C. T.,

Skandia or Vittlum's Hall.

First officers:

L.

D,. E. P. Nelson; C. T., Olof Nelson; P. C. T.,
Fred Borg; V. T., Miss Minnie Briggs; SecTreasurer,
C.
J.
Johnson;
Claus
retary,
L. D., E. P. NelErickson. Present officers:

KNOX

700
C.

UNT

C

Martin Herslow; P. C. T., Claus
Johnson; V. T., Christine Anderson; Secretary,
Charles Hawkinson; Treasurer, Oscar Rydell.
son;

T.,

TEMPLE OF HONOR AND TEMPERANCE.

— Galesburg

Temple No. 7. Organized January
28, 1881, with twenty-five
charter members.
Present membership, forty-three. Meets fii-st
and third Saturday nights in Svea Hall. First

W. C. T., 0. B. Folger; W. V. T., W. F.
W. R., James Hamblin; Treasurer, T.
Van Schaack. Present officers; W. C. T.,
T. B. Van Schaack; W. V. T., Mrs. R. J. Doudna;
W. R., J. L. Wilcox; W. F. R., Miss Lizzie
Ortan; W. T. R., Miss Bessie Chambers.

r.

with forty-four members. Present membership, fifty-one. Meets Friday afternoons, in
1895,

American Hall. First officers: C, Mrs. Nellie
Compton; A. C, J. H. Culver; V. C, Mrs. F.
M. Campbell; A. V. C, Charles Zetty; Recording
Secretary, Mrs.
E.

W.

E.

Byers; Treasurer, Mrs.

Present officers:
C, Mrs.
V. C, Mrs. Will Walters; Secretary,
A. Compton; Treasurer, Mrs. J. H.

Regnier.

S.

Stauffer;

officers:

Mrs. H.

Bailey;

Culver.

B.

Sidney
Organized January, 1898, with
members. Present membership, seventy-seven.
Meets first and third
Thursdays, in Memorial Hall, County Court
House. First officers: Colonel, W. F. Bailey;
Lieutenant Colonel, W. E. Ward; Major, H. A.
Allen; Surgeon, W. F. Tait; Quartermaster, E.
C. Ferry; Adjutant, J. P. Hamblin. Present officers: Colonel, W. E. Ward; Lieutenant Colonel,
I. C. Preston; Major, H. A. Allen;
Surgeon, W.
F. Tait; Quartermaster, E. C. Ferry; Adjutant,

PATRIOTIC SOCIETIES.

GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC—
James

T. Shields Post No. 45,

Department

of

Organized August 8, 1877, with twentynine members. Present membership, one hundred and fifty. Meets second and fourth Thursdays in American Hall.
First officers;
C,
Rowley Page; S. V. C, James Holt; J. V. C,
D. W. Bradshaw; Q. M., Charles B. Hyde; Secretary, L. S. Lambert; Adjutant, S. F. Flint.
Present officers:
C, I. C. Preston; S. V. C,
Robert E. Ervin; J. V. C, E. L Harris; Q. M.,
Miron Rhodes; Surgeon, L. S. Lambert; AdIllinois.

jutant, L. C.

UNION VETERANS' UNION.—Phillip

Post No.

R.).— James

G. A.

four.

T. Shields Post No. 121.
1888, with twenty-three
Present membership, fortyMeets second and fourth Thursday after-

noons

in

Organized August

16,

American

Hall.

First officers:

Presi-

dent, Mrs. Emily R. McCullough;
Secretary,
Mrs. Ella Brandshaw; Treasurer, Mrs. Sarah
Green. Present officers: President, Mrs. Mary

Effner;

S. V. P., Mrs. Jennie Martin; J. V. P.,
Marietta Ervin; Secretary, Mrs. Stella
Dudley; Treasurer, Mrs. Fannie Blazer.

Mrs.

ORDER UNITED AMERICAN MECHANICS.

—John

A.

Logan Council No.

10.
Organized
with twenty-eight members. Present membership, seventy-five.
Meets Friday
evenings in American Mechanics Hall, 347 East
Main street. Purpose: Patriotic, beneficial and
fraternal.
First officers:
C, W. E. Byers; V.
C, J. H. Matthews; Recording Secretary, Ernest
Bainter; Treasurer, M. W. Boone. Present officers:
C, R. M. Marsh; V. C, W. I. Phelps;
Recording Secretary, J. H. Bowles; Treasurer,
Samuel Cherry.

June

6,

1892,

AUXILIARY, DAUGHTERS OF LIBERTY.

— Quaker

Lady Council No.

1.

Organized June,

Fee.

UNION
existed

VETa short

time, but there have been no meetings since the

Spring of 1898.

LABOR UNIONS.
TRADES AND LABOR ASSEMBLY.— Or-

Way.

charter members.

W.

C.

AUXILIARY, WOMAN'S
ERANS' UNION.— This post

WOMAN'S RELIEF CORPS (AUXILIARY
TO

10.

forty-five charter

ganized July 8, 1892, with about thirty-two
members. Present membership, about eighty.
Each local labor union is entitled to five delegates in the assembly, one delegate being elected
every six months for a term of thirty months.
Meets second and fourth Thursday evenings, in
Assembly Hall, corner of Main street and
Boone's avenue, where most of the unions hold
their meetings also. First officers:
President,
A. M. Everly, Cigarmakers, No. 200; Vice President, J. Forsyth, Tailors, No. 169; Recording

and Corresponding Secretary, George Gallerno,
Typographical, No. 288; Financial Secretary,
E. Harry, Bricklayers, No. 12; Treasurer,
Nolan, Tailors, No. 169.
Present officers;
President, H. Holborn, Bricklayers, No. 12; Vice
President, J. C. Tate, Carpenters, No. 360;

W.
D.

Recording and Corresponding Secretary, Edward A. Tate, Typographical, No. 288; Financial
Secretary, A. Gustafson, Painters, No. 29; TreasNolan, Tailors, No. 169. The committee chairmen are:
On Complaints and
Abuses, W. E. Cleveland, Broommakers, No.
15; Legislative and Co-operative Industries, D.
Nolan; Tailors, No. 169; Labels, H. F. Beetham,
urer, D.
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Painters, No. 29; Printing. N.

No.

J.

Sjodin. Tailors.

LADIES' AUXILIARY TO TRADES AND
LABOR ASSEMBLY.—Organized in February,
with thirty-six charter members. Meets
in Trades Assembly
President, Mrs. H. C.
First officers:
Hall.
Thompson; Vice President. Mrs. E. Ayton; Secretary. Mrs. L. B. Johnson; Treasurer, Mrs. M.
Present officers:
Vice President
J. Donnelly.
and Acting President, Mrs. M. J. Donnelly; Secretary, Mrs. W. H. Baker; Treasurer, Mrs. M. J.
Donnelly.
1S97,

and third Tuesdays

AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABOR.—
Federal Union No. 7155. Organized October 3,
with seven charter members. Meets first
and third Wednesday of each month in Trades
189S,

Assembly

Hall.

First officers:

President. \V.

R. Boyer; Vice President. W. P. Brown; SecreCleveland; Financial Secretary, O.

tary, W. E.
W. Hudson;

W. E. Turney. Present
W. R. Boyer; Vice PresiWilliam McNamara; Secretary, W. E.

officers:

dent,

E..

Treasurer,

President.

Cleveland; Financial Secretary, George Leidy;
Treasurer, Harry Holborn.

BOILERMAKERS' UNION NO. 59.—Organized February 18, 1892. Ratified national
consolidation
with Iron Shipbuilders, and
branch number changed to 87, October 19, 1893.
Charter
members, sixteen.
First
officers:
President, C. J. Kelly; Secretary, J. S. McCarthy; Treasurer, P. J. Tobin. This union has
been inactive during the past year.
BRICKLAYERS' AND MASONS' INTERNATIONAL UNION OF AMERICA.— Union No.
Organized December
ond and fourth Fridays

ORATORS OF AMERICA.— Union
ganized December

Meets

bers.

Assembly

first

28,

Recording and

Lavine;

Peter

Secretary, H.

W. Lohmar;

Corresponding

Financial Secretary,

BROTHERHOOD OF RAILWAY TRAINMEN NO. 24.— Organized August 11, 1S84. with
twenty

charter

members.

fourth Sundays in A. 0. U.

Meets second

W.

First

Hall.

and
offi-

Master, C. E. Judge; Vice Master, L. M.
Waggoner; Secretary, Ed. F. O'Shea; Financier.
cers:

Tarpy; Conductor, A. B. Tolbert. Present
Past Master, H. I. Clark; Master
George C. Robbins; Vice Master, B. F. Shadley;
Financier E. L. Robinson; Secretary, J. A.

P.

officers:

Hardine.

LADIES' AUXILIARY SINCERITY LODGE
NO. 6.— Organized January 19, 1891, with twencharter members. Meets second and
fourth Wednesdays. First officers:
M., Mrs.
ty-five

Boyles; V. M., Mrs. L. W. Rogers; Treasurer,
Edith Meredith; Secretary, Emma Lanphere.
Present officers: M., Mrs. Sue E. Van Arsdale;
V. M., Mrs. Alice Shadley; Treasurer, Mrs.
Hattie Robinson; Secretary, Mrs. Jessie M.
Burke.
J.

March

22,

Meets

first

Assembly

1883,

with seven charter members.
In Trades

and third Friday evenings
Hall.

First officers:

GALESBURG WORKINGMEN'S NON-PARTISAN LEAGUE.— Organized
friends.

in
E.,

Trades Assembly

It is

In

April.

of union laborers

a political union.

dent, H. C. Smalley; Secretary,

INTERNATIONAL

Samuel Hollett;

Stephen Randall; S. E., Barney Wagoner;
F. A. E., J. A. Slocum; S. A. E., J. R. Burtch;
T. A. E., Ephram Jenny.
Present officers: C.
E., Henry Reem; F. E., C. C. Boyer; S. E.,

President, V.

Weiss; Vice President, Ed. Tomlln; Recording
and Corresponding Secretary, J. A. Williams;
Financial Secretary, C. Zelst. Present officers:
President, B. D. Sofield; Financial and Corresponding Secretary, W. T. Gray.

17,

C.

C.

Joseph Jacobson.

Membership consists

First officers:

President,

First officers:

Hall.

Peternian; Recording Secretary, H. R. Lindof!;
Financial Secretary, 0. Durant. Present officers:
President, Adolph Gustafson; Vice President.

CIGARMAKERS' INTERNATIONAL UNION
OF AMERICA.— Union No. 200. Organized

No. r>3. Organized January
Meets
1865, with twelve charter members.

and third Sundays

No. 29. Orwith thirty men'In Trades

in

BROTHERHOOD OF LOCOMOTIVE ENGI-

Hall.

1891,

and third Mondays,

NEERS.— Division
first

E..

Woods.

BROTHERHOOD OF PAINTERS AND DEC-

14,

Meets sec1891.
Trades Assembly
First officers:
President, Arthur AnHall.
drews; Vice President, M. E. Sweeney; Recording and Corresponding Secretary, A. W. TruedMilton Bushong;
son; Financial Secretary.
Treasurer, E. J. Zetterholm. Present officers:
President, Harry Holborn; Recording and Corresponding Secretary, Harris Hallsten; Financial Secretary, Gus Rundquist.

12.

F. E.,

Martin Squires; F. A.

F. E. Broolis; S. A. E., E. D.

169.

first
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Robert Allen; T.

1899.

and their

Officers: Presi-

Edward

A. Tate.

BROOMMAKERS'

UNION. — Broommakers' Union

No. 15.
Organized August 14, 1895, with seventeen members. Meets second and fourth Monday evenings
in

Trades Assembly Hall.

First officers: Presl-
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Oscar
Samuel Cherry;
Swanson; Secretary, W. R. Boyer; Treasurer,
President,
E. A. Swanson. Present officers:
Samuel Cherry; Recording and Corresponding
Secretary, Arthur Johnson.
Vice

dent,

President,

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF MACHINISTS.— Galesburg Lodge

No. 213. Organized October 16, 1891, with eighteen members.
Meets third Tuesday evening, in Svea Hall.
P. M. M., Charles Erickson;
First officers:
M. M., D. S. Markley; Recording Secretary, John
Hammerstrom; Treasurer, G. L. Anderson.
Present officers: P. M. M., M. E. Holmes; M.
M., August Johnson; Financial Secretary, Andrew Lanstroum; Recording Secretary, Emil
Edoff Treasurer, John Johnson.

RETAIL CLERK'S NATIONAL PROTECTIVE ASSOCIATION.— Local No. 202. Organized September 23, 1897, with forty charter memMeets second and fourth Mondays in
Trades Assembly Hall. First officers:
President, N. P. Swenson; Financial Secretary, W. T.
Hinman; Recording Secretary, Kathryn O'Connor, Treasurer, Addie Lundberg. Present offibers.

cers:

retary,

President, E. E. Velander; Financial SecF.
A. Brown;
Recording Secretary,

George Sanderson; Treasurer, Edward McKamy.
TYPOGRAPHICAL UNION NO. 288.— Organized March 16, 1891, with seventeen charter
members. Meets first Thursday evening in
Trades Assembly Hall. First officers:
Presi-

MEN

W. Walkup Vice President, J. V. BeatFinancial Secretary, J. A. Walters; Recording Secretary, C. F. Calson; Treasurer, B. H.

No. 61. Organized February 7, 1898, with eleven
charter members. Meets first and third Fridays
Officers:
President,
in Trades Assembly Hall.

Swan. Present officers: President, A. A. McKeighan; Vice President, George G. Ewing;
Financial Secretary and Treasurer, O. W.
Walkup; Recording Secretary, C. A. Roberts.

Charles Gray; Secretary and Treasurer, Frank
Herman. This union has not been working for
several months.

penters'

;

INTERNATIONAL UNION OF JOURNEYHORSESHOERS OF THE UNITED
STATES AND CANADA.—Journeymen's Union

JOURNEYMEN
AMERICA.— Local

TAILORS'
Union No.

UNION

OF

Organized
April 1, 1891, with thirty-six members. Meets
in Trades Assembly Hall third Thursday evenPresident,

169.

James McKor-

ing.

First officers:

nak;

Vice President, Albert Joneson; TreasJ. Isaacson; Recording Secretary, D.

urer, C.

President, August
Nolan. Present officers:
Johnson; Vice President, N. J. Sjordin; Recording Secretary, C. J. Isaacson; Financial Secretary, Charles Peterson; Treasurer, Victor Wahl-

dent, O.

UNITED BROTHERHOOD OF CARPENTERS AND JOINERS OF AMERICA.—Car1890,
first

Galesburg Division No. 83. Organized July 25,
Meets second
1883, with forty-six members.
and fourth Sundays in Swanson's Hall. First
C. C, E. H. Belknap; A. C. C, W. O.
officers:
Salisbury; S. & T., W. S. Dewey. Present officers:
C. C, Charles Fuhrman; A. C. C, Henry
W. Dozah; Secretary and Treasurer, C. E.
Smith; Correspondent, E. S. Kimball.
LADIES' AUXILIARY.— Galesburg Division
No. 15. Organized January 14, 1892, with twenPresiFirst officers:
ty-five charter members.
dent, Mrs. O. N. Marshall; Vice President, Mrs.
J. H. Weidanhamer; Secretary and Treasurer,
Mrs. C. E. Smith. Present officers: President,
Mrs. M. 0. Waggoner; Vice President, Mrs. W.
H. Bowling; Secretary and Treasurer, Mrs. T.
Waters.

Union No. 36. Organized January 3,
with twenty-one charter members. Meets
and third Tuesdays in Trades Assembly

President, J. O. Renier;
Hall. First officers:
Vice President, E. T. Cooper; Secretary, L. P.
Present offiJones; Treasurer, Chris Geisler.
President,
William Holmberg; Vice
cers:
President, Edward Lofgren; Recording Secretary, John Miller; Financial Secretary, C. J.
Johnson; Treasurer, John E. Newstrom.

WOMEN'S CLUBS.
CLIO CLUB.— Organized

holm.

ORDER OF RAIL-WAY CONDUCTORS.—

;

ty;

with

limited

membership

in September, 1894,
of

fourteen.

Pur-

pose, mental improvement, thorough study of
First officers:
history, and charitable work.

President, Mrs. A. E. Larkin; Vice President,
Mrs. A. J. Perry; Secretary and Treasurer, Mrs.
President,
George Galarno. Present officers:
Mrs. A. J. Perry; Vice President, Mrs. W. F.
Bentley; Secretary and Treasurer, Mrs. L. R.

Ryan.

—

EUTERPEAN CLUB. Organized February
1891, with twenty-five charter members.
Present membership, twenty-five. Purpose, cultivation and promotion of musical interest
25,

among members.

First

officers:

President,

Miss Mae Price; Vice President, Mrs. B. F. Rein-

mund; Treasurer, Mrs. May Matthews Dick;
Secretary, Mrs. Will Phillips. Present officers:
President, Mrs. C. C. Craig; Vice President,

-^^^
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Mrs. H. A. Norton; Secretary, Miss Ada
stotk; Treasurer. Mrs. James R. Howe.

FORTNIGHTLY CLUB.— Organized
23.

1892,

with twelve members.

Com-

January

Present

mem-

bership, sixteen. Purpose. Intellpctual improve-

ment and cultivation
thought.

of

First officers:

Adams: Vice

President,

free

interchange

May; Treasurer, Mrs.

Secretary, Mrs. H, L.

of

President, Mrs, E. Q.
Mrs. Francis Carey;
J.

McKnight. Present officers: President Mrs,
Webster; Vice President, Mrs. J. C. FahneSecretary, Mrs. C. E. Nash; Treasurer,
P, F. Brown.
HAWTHORNE CLUB.— Organized Novemlier
Present
S, 1890. with twenty charter members.
membership, twenty-five. Purpose, to study
literature and history.
First officers:
President, Louise Tryon; Vice President, Gertrude

T.

C. A.

stoclv;

Chapin. Present officers: President, Gertrude
Chapin; Vice President, Harriet Adams; Secretary, Mrs. J. P. Gushing; Treasurer, Mrs. J. F.
Percy.

HOLMES CLUB.— Organized

February 11,
Present membership, twenty-three. Purmutual counsel and improvement, general
education, charitable and literary work, making a specialty of the study of the American
1893.

pose,

poets.

First officers:

President, Mrs.

S.

M.

Henderson; Secretary, Mrs. W. N. Young. PresPresident. Mrs. Alida E. Boydstun;
Vice President. Harriet E. Bates; Secretary and
Treasurer, Mrs. Alma Bronson; Corresponding

ent officers:

Jackson.
MOSAIC CLUB.— Organized in July, 1894,
Present membership,
with twenty members.
twenty-five. Purpose, to study history, art and
Secretary, Mrs. Lillie

literature.

First

J.

officers:

President,

Alice

Stewart; Vice President Mrs. Fannie Watson
Plain; Secretary, Grace Lass; Treasurer, Bertha
President, Mrs. Ann
Davis. Present officers:

Matthews Beadle; Vice President. Martha

Scott;

Recording Secretary, Blanche Smith; Corresponding Secretary, Janet Creig; Treasurer,
Mrs. Fannie Watson Plain.
MOTHERS' CLUB.— Organized in September.
1897, with eight members as a neighborhood
without officers. Purpose, mutual
meeting,
sympathy and counsel, and the instruction of
the

members

in the general principles of child

training and domestic science, and the united
toward disseminating these principles
Present membership,
throughout the city.
President, Mrs.
twenty-five. Present officers:
H. E. Bates; Vice President, Mrs. Frank Fowler;
Secretary and Treasurer, Mrs. P. G. Wright.

effort
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TOURIST CLUB.— Organized

in

October. 1895.

Charter membership limited to sixteen. Present membership, twenty-two. Purpose, to study
travel, history

and

art.

Presi-

First officers:

dent. Mrs. H. M. Chase; Vice President, Mrs.
E. E. Gunnell; Secretary, Mrs. G. L. Price;

Treasurer, Miss Bertha Davis. Present officers:
President, Mrs. H. T. Fowler; Vice President,
Mrs. A. C. Roberts; Secretary. Mrs. A. R.
Weeks; Treasurer, Miss Julia Carr.

MISCELLANEOUS ORGANIZATIONS.
ANCIENT ORDER OF HIBERNIANS.—Organized September
charter members.

22, 1881, with twenty-one
Present membership sixty-

Meets first Tuesday and third Sunday in
First officers:
County Delegate.
Svea Hall.
William Twohig; President, J. J. O'Connor;
four.

Vice President, T. F. Clark; Financial Secretary, P. J. Brown; Corresponding Secretary, M.
Present
G. Kennedy; Treasurer, John Moore.
County President, J. W. Barry; Counofficers:
ty Vice President, J. H. Graham; President. M.
G. Kennedy; Vice President, J. W. Graham;
Financial Secretary, W. E. Hannan; Corre-

sponding and Recording Secretary, C. A. Roberts; Treasurer, John McLernon.

LADIES'

AUXILIARY TO

A.

0.

H.— Dis-

banded during past year.

BUSINESS

MEN'S

GALESBURG.— Organized

OF

ASSOCIATION
August

31,

1897,

on

a basis of two hundred members. Purpose, to
afford business men an opportunity to concen-

and influence in forwarding
such movements as shall tend toward the adtrate their efforts

vancement and prosperity
officers:

dent,

President, P. F.

Solomon Frohlich;

of the city.

F'lrst

Brown; Vice PresiTreasurer, John G.

Vivion; Secretary, Phillip S. Post. Present offiPresident. E. P. Williams; Vice Presicers:
dent, Solomon Frohlich; Treasurer, John G.
Vivion; Secretary, H. A. Smith.
GALESBURG BUSINESS MEN'S CLUB.— Organized March 17. 1885. Leases fourth and fifth
Purpose, social infloors of Fraternity Block.
tercourse and recreation. First officers: President, T. J. Hale; Vice President, Clark E. Carr;

K. Mitchell; Treasurer. G. P.
J.
Present officers:
President, J, K.
Vice
President,
Mitchell;
J. F. Anderson; Secretary. J. O. Frost; Treasurer. W. W. Washburn;
Steward. F. D. Bellows.
Secretary.

Hoover.

GALESBURG MONITOR UNION.—Organized
30, 1896. with ten charter members.
Present membership, three hundred and fortyNovember
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Meets Tuesdays in American Hall. Purpose, to Americanize, educate, elevate, and advance the best interests of the Swedish element
eight.

American people. First officers: Monitor,
Albert Johnson; Vice Monitor, 0. P. Wenquist;
Secretary, A. B. Pierson; Treasurer, Frank
Sandberg. Present officers: M., A. B. Piersou;
V. M., Dr. M. W. Olson; Recording Secretary,
Pontus Nelson; financial Secretary, S. P. Weinberg; Treasurer, Frank Sandberg; P. M., F. Edward Anderson.
GALESBURG MUSICAL UNION.—Organized
January 9, 1899. Purpose, the study of classical
musical productions and the presentation of the
Present membership active, seventysame.
of the

membersnip, one hundred and ninety. Purpose,
mental and social enjoyment. Organization has
a club house at Lake George, east of city. First
President,

officers:

and Treasurer, R.
Jacobi,
officers:

J.

J.

E.

S.

Gunnell;

Howard;

Secretary

Directors, A. E.

and H. C. Spear. Present
President, L. W. Sanborn; Secretary
G. Beadle

and Treasurer, R. J. Howard; Directors, W. E.
Phillips, H. M. Chase and Wilfred Arnold.

WOMAN'S CHRISTIAN TEMPERANCE
UNION.

By

Mrs. B. F. Arnold.

five;

The Woman's Christian Temperance Union,
of Galesburg, was organized in the First Congregational Church, March 6, 1874. A series of

officers:

enthusiastic tenjperance meetings, under the di-

G. H. Perrin; Treasurer,

rection of Dr. Henry A. Reynolds, had been held
and a Red Ribbon Club of men and a Women's
Union Temperance Society had been formed.
This society afterwards voted to become an

—

First
honorary, one hundred and ten.
President, H. E. Arnold; Vice President, L. H. Jelliff; Treasurer, Mrs. L. H. Jelliff;
Present officers:
Secretary, L. R. Maddox.
President, H. E. Kellogg; Vice President, Mrs.
retary, L. R.

W.

A. Armstrong, Sec-

Maddox.

KNOX COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION.—Organized July 27, 1897, with forty-two charter
Present membership, forty-seven.
members.
Purpose, to promote fellowship among members
and to facilitate the administration of justice.
Meets Monday preceding first day of each term
of Circuit Court.

First officers:

President, A.

M. Brown; Vice President, C. S. Harris; Secretary and Treasurer, W. T. Smith; Historian,
President, C.
Present officers:
J. B. Boggs.
S. Harris; Vice President, E. J. King; Secretary
and Treasurer, W. T. Smith; Historian, J. B.
Boggs.

THE RETAIL MERCHANTS' ASSOCIATION
OF GALESBURG.— Organized in June, 1891,
with twenty-two charter members. Present
membership, one hundred and twenty-four.
Meets fourth Thursday in Association rooms,
118 East Main street. Purpose, to foster and
maintain a permanent social feeling between
the retail merchants of Galesburg, to correct
trade evils, and to publish annually a rating
book, giving every one their honest commercial
standing. First officers: President, C. E. Lanstrum; First Vice President, Robert McKay;
Second Vice President, A. J. Cameron; Secretary, J. W. Hammond; Treasurer, John Oberg.
President, C. E. Lanstrum;
Present officers:
First Vice President, G. B. Churchill; Second
Vice President, J. P. Anderson; Secretary, R.

G.

Roadstrum; Treasurer,

J.

W. Hammond.

THE SOANGETAHA CLUB.— Organized
8,

1895,

with eight charter members.

July
Present

auxiliary to the State Women's Christian Temperance Union. At the present time it is an incorporated society, under that name. The following persons were first elected officers: President, Mrs. M. Wait; Vice President, Mrs. J. H.
Sherman; Recording Secretary, Mrs. H. S.
Kurd; Corresponding Secretary, Mrs. J. H. Little; Treasurer, Mrs. Job Swift.
The first practical work of the society was
the circulation of a petition to the Common
Council praying for the closing of saloons on
election day, April 6, 1874. An anti-license petition was also circulated, which received hundreds of signatures. A committee of ladies was
appointed to attend the polls on election day.
The temperance ticket wag triumphant and the
Mayor, Hon. G. W. Brown, supported by the
council, refused to grant saloon licenses. According to statistics furnished by the freight department of the Chicago, Burlington and Qulncy
Company, the shipments of liquor in the months
of May and June, 1874, fell off, as compared with
those of 1873, by one hundred and fifty-two barrels of beer and forty-one barrels of whiskey,
while those of alcohol were only half as great.
Weekly Gospel temperance meetings were
held, and a juvenile temperance society organized by Miss Mary Allen West, under the name
of the Band of Hope.
On March 9, 1875, it was voted to establish
temperance coffee rooms, the first being located
in the Allen building and formally opened to the
public by a supper and reception on May 10. The
use of this room for twenty-five years was given
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to the society in March. 1S7S. by the owner. Mr.

Sheldon Allen,

payment
a year
and assessments.

in consideration of the

N T V.

T05

Free Ki.idergarton building, where needy
women and girls can secure a night's lodging.
in

tli(>

of a nominal rental of twenty-five cents

A Woman's Exchange was

in addition to all taxes

seemed no longer any need

Mrs. Wait served the society as its I'rcsident
for four years, and was succeeded, in 1S7S, by

Mrs. M. L. Hyde.
The personnel of the society at its beginning
was strong, and its impress was felt in every
line of work in which it engaged. No local history could fully or truthfully represent the
sentiment of the times, which failed to mention
the names of some of those whose character
was so strongly impressed upon the temperance
movement of the years succeeding the crusade.
Energy and wisdom tempered by God's grace
and a consecrated purpose to help make the
world better mark the records of those times.
Mrs. Wait, the first President, was a singularly Godly woman, whose sudden death left the

—

—

city full of mourners,

no word

and who had provoked

of adverse criticism.

Miss West, of whom it was said "the State
has produced no other woman who has rendered
it such signal service," served the city during
the Civil War as President of the Soldiers' Aid
Society. She was the first teacher of the first
school for colored children in Galesburg, and
the County Superintendent of Public Schools for
several years. The State claimed her as President of the W. C. T. U. until she was elected
editress of the "Union Signal," which position
she filled until she was sent as a temperance
missionary to Japan. The Lord called her from
an earthly to a heavenly service from the home
of a loved friend and pupil, in December, 1892.
Her favorite motto of "Grace, Grit and Gumption" expressed the governing principle of her
life, and her influence and example still inspire

her sisters to faithful effort.
Many others capable, efficient, zealous toilhave carried the work forward, and last
year the Galesburg Union, in point of membership, was the banner Union in the Tenth
Congressional District.
The especial lines of work which have been
carried on in recent years are the teaching of
the Sunday School lesson and the holding of
a Gospel service every Sunday in the county
jail.
A column of temperance items has been
furnished ^veekly to one or both of the city's
daily papers. An employment bureau has been
in operation for several years, and many girls
have been furnished with work, and not a few
homes with efficient help. A room is furnished
ers

—

—

carried on until there

for an enterprise of
raised and given for
any object which promotes the cause of tem-

that character.

Money

is

perance.

A monthly mothers' meeting Is held, attended
mainly by women whose children are pupils at
the Free Kindergarten, and a social evening,
with devotional exercises and refreshments,
help to give to their daily lives a fresh impulse
and a regeneration of hope.
The rooms
street, are

tion

and

A

of the organization, on Prairie
open headquarters for the disseminakinds of temperance Information,

of all

for the general

lady

is

always

gers and offer

advancement of the cause.
welcome stranand refreshment. Many

in charge, to

them

rest

are the sin-stricken, troubled ones who seek this
haven, confident of sympathy and help.

Although located

in

a city where saloons are

licensed by law, the trust bequeathed
society has been sacredly kept, and it

to

the

may be
without fear of successful contradiction
that the interests of temperance are preserved

said,

before the public, that the community is better,
the true development of the city advanced, the
best interests of the youth
preserved, and
Christianity itself rendered more efficient, because of the influence radiating from the Women's Christian

Temperance Union.

HOSPITAL AND SANITARIUM.
The medical

institutions of the City of Gales-

burg are two in number, the Galesburg Hospital
and the Sanitarium.
The former Is controlled by an association of
subscribing members, which was formed at a
public meeting held on the evening of April 24,
1891, pursuant to a call.
The next evening a
committee, appointed for that purpose, named
the following directors: Forrest F. Cooke, presiding officer of the Assembly, ex-offldo, J. T.
McKnight, Loren Stevens, Asa A. Matteson, Mrs.
C. C. Merrill, Max J. Mack, E. A. Bancroft, Mrs.
Samuel McCullough, Nels Nelson, James O'Con-

John Lass. Robert ChapFred R. Jelliff, Mrs. Swan Anderson and
M. Barden. During the next month the
Board organized with these officers: J. T. McKnight. President: Mrs. E. C. Stone, Vice President; Loren Stevens, Treasurer; Miss Mary
On July 4, 1893, the commoScott, Secretary.
nor, Mrs. E. C. Stone,

pell,

Mrs.

J.

dious and beautiful building situated on Semi-
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nary street, just north of Losey, was thrown
open to the public and the following day the
hospital was opened for the reception of patients. The structure, with the equipment, cost
about twenty-five thousand dollars, and nearly
all the rooms were furnished and maintained
by churches or other organizations. Member-

ship in the Hospital Association is secured only
by subscription. A Board of Trustees, elected
by the association at the annual meeting, held
in May, manages the affairs of the institution,
which is now regarded as absolutely necessary
The present officers
Loren Stevens, President; A. J. Perry,
are:

to the city's well being.

Vice President; Alfred Olson, Treasurer; Miss

Mary

Scott, Secretary.

It

was

pital."

originally

In 1898 the

known as the "Cottage Hosname "Galesburg Hospital"

was substituted. The city appropriates the sum
of one hundred dollars monthly towards Its support.

The Sanitarium is located at 325 Division
Its director and proprietor is Dr. A. G.
Humphrey, who began his work here in 1861, on
a very modest scale. Returning to the city in
1866, after an absence of two years, he established his present sanitarium on a farm on the
Knoxville road. In 1891, he erected and equipped
the building which he now occupies.
The
Hygeio-Therapeutic system is practiced. The
house is fitted with all modern conveniences and
has accommodations for about twenty patients.
street.

BIOGRAPHICAL
subjects for thought more deeply and
genuinely interest the reflective mind than
does the history of men and events. It may be
considered, the narrative of
abstractly
that
stirring public events has more attraction for
the average reader than the less thrilling
stories of the individual life of the men and
women whose deep devotion to duty, capability
for ignoring self, and faithful performance of
each task, as it comes to hand, render possible
the writing of the more glowing page of general
history. Yet the concrete is but the aggregate
result of individual effort. Just as the lines
and features of many faces go to make up the
composite photograph, so the acts and characters of men leave their impress upon the
plate behind the lens of history. In other
words, history is condensed biography, while
"biography is history teaching by example."

Few

It is

well,

sometimes, to go deeper than

is

possible under generalization, and to trace the
hopes and fears, the achievements and failures,
the ambitions and discouragements, that engrossed the attention of those who have made
history. It is for this reason that in the following pages, and in others that succeed them,
there are gathered, with such condensation as
the limits of the work render necessary, the details of the life story of many of those prominent citizens whose courage and energy have
gone far toward placing Knox County and
Galesburg in their present position of eminence.
Here are the pioneers, who left ease and comfort to found a new settlement and establish a
seat of learning in the West. Here, too, may
be read the lives of their descendants and followers many of the latter coming from beyond
the sea— who have emulated their virtues and
builded wisely and well upon the foundation
which they had laid. Most of the early settlers
have passed away, rich in a treasure not of
earth, yet leaving memories which will ever be
held in reverence and which it is the aim of

—

such volumes as this to preserve and perpetuate.

Among

these

biographical

memoirs may

be

found mention of those who imparted the first
impulse to trade; of mechanics and inventors
who have aided in promoting the manufactures
of the county; of financiers, who have rendered
possible the development and marketing of its
of educators, clergymen,
natural resources;
physicians and lawyers, whose influence upon
the intellectual life and moral growth of a
community it is not easy to overestimate; and not a few of those who, not seeking fame, are content with the approval which
comes from a sense of duty well performed,
and who, as a class, constitute the very bulwark
of a well ordered democracy.
It is to such men as these that city and
county alike owe the magnificent development
which half a century has witnessed. Colleges
have been built, church spires, pointing heavenward, symbolize, in architectural form, the
faith and aspirations of the people; and trade
has stretched its arms across the fertile
prairies to gather in the products of the farm
for shipment over the iron-shod highways of
commerce. Such achievements as these form
an enduring monument to the men whose faith,
energy and perseverance have rendered possible
the accomplishment of such magnificent results.

young

JOSIAH BABCOCK.
Josiah Babcock, son of Josiah and Sarah (PetBabcock, was born in Andover, New
His paternal
Hampshire, August 22, 1823.
grandfather, who had the same name, was born
His main Milton, Massachusetts, July 6, 1752.
ternal grandfather was Amos Pettingill; the
time and place of his birth are unknown. His
father, who was also ramed Josiah, was born

tingill)

Andover, New Hampshire, September 21, 1791,
and his mother, Sarah Pettingill, was born in
Salisbury. New Hampshire, September 21, 1797.

in

Josiah Babcock, the third of the same

name

K
was not reared

.\

U X
His

C U U N

'J'

\

early years W'^re spent among the stern anil
rugged hills of his Li"t;ve state. His education
was obtained in the common schools and in

one of its trustees. His discretion and judgment, as a member of its Executive Committee,
were appreciated and acknowledged.
Politically, Mr. Babcock was a republican, but

Hampden Academy,

in

in the line,

in

affluence.

Maine. He was not broadly
educated, but was thoroughly trained in those
branches necessary to a practical business life.
In his boyhood days he woriced in the lumber
camps on the Penobscot river in Maine. When
only eighteen years of age, he ran a saw mill for
his

father.

He continued

in

this

work

for

five years, when he came
Here
Illinois, in 1846.

West, reaching Peoria,
he was engaged in a
house of general merchandise for
Moses Pettingill. After two years of service,
he bought an inteiest in the firm and became a
junior partner. He conducted this business successfully for several years, when he sold out and
came to Galesburg in 1852. His first partnership here was with Warren Willard in a store
He soon sold out and
of general merchandise.
engaged in the hardware business with Reed
and Stilson under the firm name of Reed, Babcock and Stilson.
Mr. Babcock continued in this business, almost uninterruptedly, until the day of his
death, which occurred September 1, 1897, at the
age of seventy-three. He first bought Reed's
and Stilson's interest and ran the business in
He then sold out to Calkins and
his own name.
Wilcox, which firm existed but a short time. He
next took Mr. Reed as a partner under the firm
name of Reed and Babcock. This copartnership lasted until Mr. Reed's death, and then it
was changed to Babcock and Pierpont. This last
wholesale

copartnership continued until the retirement of
Mr. Pierpont in 1893. Then Mr. Babcock continued the business in his own name.
Mr. Babcock was prosperous in every relation
of life.
He started almost alone in the world
and became a man of wealth. He possessed ability and was always noted for his honesty of purpose.
He had no high aspiration for the honors
of office, but was contented with the simplicity
of home lite and with the duties devolving upon
him as a citizen. He took his position in the
ranks of toilers working in the interest of the
city, and earned the reputation of a man whose
word is law and whose acts are just and right.
His views were broad, charitable, and intelli-

and his life was a blessing to the community in which he lived.
Mr. Babcock always took an active interest in
the prosperity and welfare of the city of his
adoption. Every line of business and every project which his judgment approved received his
gent;

He encouraged the establishcordial support.
ment of the Electric Power and Motor Company, and was a part owner and director. For
thirty years, he was a director in the Second
National Bank of Galesburg, and for many
years its Vice President. He was always regarded as one of its most trustworthy guardians
and managers.

He was a friend of education. He believed not
in the common school system but in higher
institutions of learning. He was a staunch supporter of Knox College, and for many years was
only

no sense a partisan. No man ever exercised
the right of suffrage in a freer spirit than he.
voted for measures, not men. In religious

He

faith, he was a Congregationalist
in the church for many years.

He was wedded
ber

7,

1853, to

in

and a deacon

Hampden, Maine, Novem-

Catherine Wheeler, daughter of

Willard Wheeler, who was once a sea captain.
To them were born three children, Alice, wife
W. J. Pierpont, living in Crescent City, Florida; William W.; and Josiah, who is engaged

of

hardware business in the store building
formerly occupied by his father.

in the
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A. W. UEKUdltEN.
August Werner Berggren is emphatically a
self-made man. He has risen from the service
of an apprenticeship to exalted stations of honor
and trust. He was born in Amots Uruk, Ockelbo Socken, Sweden, August 17, 1840, and is the
son of Johan and Karin (Hanson) Berggren.
His father was a self-educated man, winning
his way to success by his shrewdness and native
ability.
He was a great reader, but he learned
his most valuable lessons in the school of experience. He held several minor offices and looked
after cases in courts, administering estates and
the like. For thirteen years he ran a flouring
mill.
Afterwards he purchased a farm on which
he lived until he emigrated to this country in
1856.

Mr. Berggren is an example of the accomplishment of much in spite of limited educational advantages.
He attended the village
schools in Sweden, until he was 14 years of age.
living at the same time on a farm.
Then he was apprenticed to learn the tailor's
trade.
The contract drawn by his father provided that for the first three years he should
work for his master without remuneration; for
the fourth year he was to receive thirty-flve
riksdaler; and for the fifth, forty (a riksdaler
being about equal to 27 cents In American
money). The father was to furnish the cloth
for the tailor to make the apprentice's clothing.
In case of the death of the apprentice during the
year of his apprenticeship the father should
pay the tailor fifteen riksdaler. When the father
decided lo emigrate to this country he was
obliged to pay the master tailor fifty jlksdaler
for the release of his son.
Mr. Berggren first came to Oneida, and then
went to Victoria, where he found employment
in the tailoring establishment of Jonas Hallstrom. at eight dollars a month and board and
washing for one year.
He then came to Galesburg and worked at his
trade, where opportunities were presented.
In
1860. he moved to Monmouth. Warren County,
and worke<l for Captain Denman. a merchant
About the close of the war.
tailor of that place.
first

KNOX COUNTY.
he returned to Galesburg and became a solicitor
of life insurance.

During tliis time he devoted considerable atHe played
tention, with fair success, to music.
the violin, became a leader of string bands in
Galesburg and Monmouth, and arranged music
for the same.

Mr. Berggren has no military record. At the
first call for volunteers to put down the Rebellion he went to Knoxville and joined the Swedish company, commanded by Captain Holmberg.

Two companies were there; one composed of
Americans; the other, of Swedes. The former
was mustered into service; the latter, disbanded.
He then went to Monmouth, where he remained
until his return to Galesburg in 1864.
Mr. Berggren has held many important offices.
In 1869, he was elected Justice of the Peace in
the City of Galesburg. While holding that office
he was nominated by the republican convention
for the office of Sheriff, and elected in the Fall
With great credit, he held the office
of 1872.
for four terms, and his books and reports are
spoken of to this day as models worthy of imitation.
In 1880, while yet Sheriff, he was nominated and elected Senator from the Twentysecond District, composed of Knox and Mercer
counties. Four years afterwards, he was reelected from the new district, composed of Knox
and Fulton counties. When the Senate was
organized in 1SS7, he was chosen President pro
of that body. On May 1, 18S9, the Govappointed him Warden of the Illinois
State Penitentiary at Joliet, which position he
resigned to take active supervision of the Covenant Mutual Life Association of Illinois, with
principal offices in this city.
His public spirit is fully shown by his connection with various public enterprises, such as
the Galesburg Stoneware Company; The National Perefoyd Company; The Galesburg Paving Brick Company; the Galesburg National
Bank, having been a Director of the same since
its organization.
He was a member of the
Berggren and Lundeen firm, later the J. A.
Lundeen Company, and still later the Berggren
Clothing Company. From its organization, for
twenty years, he was President of The Covenant
Mutual Life Association, and for the last two
years has been its Treasurer, still holding that

tempore
ernor

gium, Germany, Denmark. Sweden, Scotland,
and Ireland. His charities have been of a practical kind.
He has given to the Swedish M. K.
and parsonage, to several other

Church

churches, Knox College,
and Cottage Hospital.

Lombard Gymnasium,

His religious affiliations are with the Swedish
M. E. Church, although in 1856, he was confirmed in Sweden in the Lutheran Church. He
served as lay delegate to the General Conference at Cincinnati in 1880.
In politics, he is a staunch republican. He is
not only a worker, but has been one of the leaders in his party.

He was married March 8, 1866, to Christina
Naslund, whose parents came to this country in
1854, joining the Bishop Hill Colony.
Six children were born to them, Capitola Maud, Guy
Werner, Ralph Augustus, Claus Eugene, Jay
Valentine, and Earl Hugo. Ralph Augustus was
run over by a train of cars and killed in 1887.

JAMES

B,

BOGUS.

James Buchanan Boggs, Attorney at Law and
Master in Chancery, was born in Greencastle,
Franklin County, Pennsylvania, October 20,
1828.
His parents were John and Isabella Craig
(Allison) Boggs, and were natives of Franklin
County, Pennsylvania. Both the father and the
mother were intelligent and painstaking people and exhibited marked traits of character.
They were of Scotch-Irish ancestry and seem
to have inherited the stern morality of that
raee.
John Boggs was a physician, and at an early
age, was left fatherless.
He was adopted by
his mother's brother. Dr. Robert Johnson, a
man of wealth and influence, and under his
supervision, rose to prominence. He received
his medical diploma from the University of
Maryland, and for thirty years practiced medicine in his native county. In the War of 1812
he was appointed surgeon of Franklin County
Volunteers, and in 1819 he married Isabella
Craig, daughter of William Allison.
Dr. Robert Johnson, the adopted father of Dr.
John Boggs. was a surgeon in the Revolutionary
War from the beginning to the end. He was
also one of the original members of the Society
of Cincinnati, whose first president was George

position.

Washington.

Mr. Berggren is both an Odd Fellow and a
Mason, joining the former order in 1868; the

J. B. Boggs availed himself of such opportunities for schooling in his youth as the district schools afforded.
This preparation was
supplemented by a thorough training at the
academy.
He studied law at Chambersburg,

latter, in 1869.

He

Masonic bodies

in this

of

is

a

member
city,

and

of the several
in the Order
active inter-

Odd Fellows has taken a very

est, filling

every

office of

the subordinate bodies

and the principal offices of the Grand Lodge.
He was Grand Master and presided over the deliberations of the Grand Lodge at Danville, Illinois, in 1880, and represented the Grand Lodge
in the Sovereign Grand Lodge, at Baltimore,
Maryland.
Mr. Berggren has broadened his life and added greatly to the storehouse of information by
quite extensive travel. He has visited almost
every State in the Union, and in 1882, took an
extensive trip through England, France, Bel-

Pennsylvania, and in 1852, was admitted to the
Bar.
After leaving school, he was first engaged in teaching, and afterwards took charge
of the Chestnut Grove Iron Furnace.
His first
law practice was at Loudon and McConnellsburg. In 1856. he came to Galesburg, where has
been his home ever since.
Mr. Boggs is a man of ability and of fine
presence. In forming opinions, he is cautious,
and is not biased by prejudicial instincts. His
nature is benevolent and open, to be read of
all men.
To him, right doing and right living

KXOX COUNTY.
The places

honor that he has
been called to fill have been deservedly won.
He filled the office of City Attorney in 1862-G566-67-68-09, and was elected Alderman from 1879
to 1884. He was appointed Master in Chancery
in 1S71 and lias lield the office ever since.
According to his means, he has favored every
are instinctive.

of

public enterprise that has been tor the interest
of the city of his adoption.
For several years,
he has been the president of the Galesburg
Printing Company, and a charter member of
the Homestead and Loan Association and its
attorney. He belongs to the Masonic Order,
though not an active member at present. He
has been connected with the Independent Order
of Odd Fellows since 1849.
Mr. Boggs is a firm believer in the tenets of
the Presbyterian faith and his life has always
been in harmony with that church.
All its
laws and ordinances are to him sacred and
these he has kept blameless. His political affiliations are with the republicans. Although his
time is employed principally in the Chancery
Court, yet he has never failed to do his duty as
a worker for the success of republican principles.

He was united in marriage at Galesburg. October 5. 1S58. to Susan Cornelia Weeks, daughter
of Benjamin Weeks. Eight children were born
to them, three of whom are living, Isaliel Allison, Elizabeth Wharton (Dunn), and Henry
Kurd.

AARON BOYEU.
Aaron Boyer was born

in

York County, Penn-

sylvania. February 17, 1833. In 1839, he moved
with his parents, Daniel and Rosana Boyer, to
Indiana, where he attended the district school
until twelve years of age, obtaining only a
meager education. About this time, he met with
an accident, which eventually caused his total
blindness. However, as soon as he was able to
labor, his parents being poor, he was obliged
to assist his father in the distillery business, in
which he soon became proficient. At the age of
fifteen, his father sent him from home to superintend a distillery for an acquaintance. His
labor here was too great for his strength and
education. Besides, the making of whiskey was
distasteful and repulsive.
After remaining
eight months, he returned home, asking God's
help to keep him fiom such an unworthy occupation. This resolution was the cause of his
leaving home and starting out to make his own
way in the world. After many unsuccessful
efforts to obtain

work, he was finally employed

for the season by the Miama Canal Packet Company {.I. A. Garfield being at the same time an
employe of this company), in driving a team on
a canal packet. In the Fall of 1849, he was so
badly crippled with rheumatism that he had to

seek other employment. It was while thus disabled that he learned to make brooms.
In 18.^0, he was engaged with a surveying
party on the Cincinnati, Hamilton and Dayton
Railroad, which was the second lailroad running out of Cincinnati. Ohio.
But the inclement weather so aggravated his rheumatism
and affected his eyes, which had never recov-

ered their strength, that he was forced to give
up all kinds of labor. At the age of seventeen,

he

became

totally

blind.

But

this

boy"s ambition could not be overcome, even by
so great a calamity as this.
He began making
brooms at East Germantown, Indiana, where his
parents then lived. In a short time, he had become so proficient in this work that he was
appointed foreman of the broom shops at the
School tor the Blind at Indianapolis, where he

remained for one year.
In 18.53, he married Elizabeth Buck. To them
was born one son, who died in infancy, the
mother dying soon after. October 3, 1858, he
married Sarah Harper in Wayne County, Indiana, where from 18.i5 to 1864, he was engaged in
the manufacture of brooms, his first purchase
of broom corn aggregating but five dollars, he
obtaining credit for two dollars of this amount.
He then moved to Crawford County, Illinois,
where he carried on the same business, until
he came to Elmwood, Illinois, in 1866. In 1868,
he went to Galesburg. locating in a small frame
dwelling house with a factory fifteen by thirty
feet. From this small beginning, has grown up a
large and successful business, which he carried on until 1897. when he leased his plant and
is now retired.
In 1893 he bought about twelve
thousand dollars' worth of broom corn within
thirty-six hours time.
Mr. Boyer. by his indomitable perseverance,
transformed his little broom shop into a large
manufactory, making from 1.5.000 to 18,000 dozen
brooms annually. He has also invented and
had patented some useful broom machinery.
Twice his factory has been destroyed by fire
once with no insurance. The present factory
was built in 1882. and is sixty by ninety feet,
two stories high. It is filled with the latest and
most improved machinery. He has also built a
fine brick residence with all modern improvements.
Mr. Boyer's second wife died in 187.'). leaving
three sons and one daughter. Charles H.. AnJ.. William R. and Ola B.
.July 10. 1877. he married .lulia E.. daughter of
.lohn and Bethan (Lee) Mitchell, who were
among the early settlers of Galesburg, coming
from New York, about 1840. By this marriage,
Mr. Boyer has had four children. one son and
one daughter dying in infancy. The two sons
now living are Abel and Orrin E.
Mr. Boyer is an active member of the Methodist Church, and during his long business
career, has earned for himself the friendship
and respect of all with whom he has come in
contact, either in business or in a social way.

drew

—

SAMl EL BROW>.
Samuel Brown was born in Montgomery
County. Indiana, April 23. 1826. He was the son
of Samuel and .lane (Bell) Brown; the father
was of Scotch-Irish descent, and was born In
Kentucky; the mother, who was of Welsh-Irish
ancestry, was a native of New Jersey; they were
married in Butler County. Ohio. March 12. 1807;
he was a soldier in the War of 1812 and drew a
soldiers warrant. This worthy couple moved
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from Butler County, Ohio, to Whitewater, Indito Montgomery County, Indiana,
lived twelve years, and from there,
in the Fall of 1834, to Rio Township, Knox

ana,

then

where they

Illinois.
The next Spring they bought
land in Henderson Township (Section C), and

County,

although there were settlers all around them,
neighbors were generally three miles apart.
They were both members of the Baptist Church,

and Mr. Brown held the office of deacon. In
politics, he was a democrat. They died in Warren County, Mr. Brown, September 10, 1850,
aged seventy-four, Mrs. Brown, May 12, IStia,
nearly eighty-three years of age. They had
nine children, Elizabeth, Esther, Mary, Benjamin, Allen S., Nancy, Jane, Samuel and John.
All lived to enter upon married life, except
John, who died at the age of ten, but only Samuel and Benjamin are now living. The parental
grandparents of Samuel Brown were John and
Esther (Crossley) Brown.
Samuel Brown attended school only nine
months, but nevertheless became a well-read,
self-educated man. one of the best informed and

most intelligent in his township. It was not
until after he was married, that he learned to
read and write, acquiring this and much other
knowledge from the teachers who boarded in his
family.

November 6, 1845. in Mercer County, Illinois,
Mr. Brown married Elizabeth Miller. Six children were born to them, Abraham Miller; Jacob
Edward; William W., deceased; Jennie, deceased; Nannie and Ella. Abraham M. graduated from Lombard University in 1870; he is a
lawyer, having been

admitted to the Bar in
he was elected to the Legislature,
Jacob Edward is a farmer
and stock-raiser in Rio Township. Jennie mar1872; in 1876,

serving one term.

ried Milton L. Overstreet; died, 1892. Nannie is
the wife of J. L. Overstreet. Ella married Nathaniel G. Scott, who died in August, 1898; they
had three children, Preston Brown, Notely Miller,

and Mary deceased. Mrs. Scott was educated
High School, graduating in the

in the Galesburg
class of 1877.

spent the remainder of their days.
Young
Bunker had a strong desire to be a soldier, and

when only fourteen years old he enlisted at
Wataga in Company K, Forty-first Illinois Volunteers, known as the "Lead Mine Regiment,"
October 20, 1861. He belonged to Captain B. F.
Holcomb's Company and was its youngest member.
He was at the capture of Forts Henry and
Donaldson, and saw the stars and stripes planted in triumph on their heights. He fought at
the bloody battle of Shiloh, and was terribly
wounded there while standing near the colorbearer.
His left arm was shattered, his left
side was lacerated, and a bullet struck his
shoulder, which was never removed. He was
left, as though dead, on the field of battle.
But
life was not wholly extinct, and he was re-

moved

to a tent where he remained several
days without even the covering of a blanket.
For six weeks he lay in the death-ward of the
hospital, looking at the ghastly forms of the
dead and dying around him, with scarcely a
ray of hope of recovery. His father, learning
of his condition, removed him to his home,
and thereby, probably, saved his life.
These
frightful wounds were the cause of his early
death, and it may be truly said that Dwight

W. Bunker died for his country.
As soon as he had sufficiently recovered, he
was anxious to engage in business. From 1864
to 1873. he was employed on the Union Pacific
Railroad. At the close of his service with fhis
company, he engaged in trade for himself, opening a shoe store on Main street in Galesburg.
This business he conducted with success until
his death.

Mr. Brown was only twenty years old when
he married and settled on his farm of 80 acres
on Section 30, Rio Township. This farm he
improved, and was so successful that he added
to the original until the home farm now consists of over 600 acres.
To his wife is due equal
credit for the accumulation of this tine property.
Although she was a most delicate woman, she
was an excellent housekeeper and manager. In
the month of August, 1870, at great sacrifice to
himself, he left his prosperous farm and moved
to Galesburg for the purpose of educating his
children. Mr. and Mrs. Brown celebrated their
Golden Wedding in 1895, one of three golden
weddings in the family; it was a notable occaIn religion, Mr.

Dwight W. Bunker was born November 4,
Mentor, Ohio. He was the sou of Samuel and Silvia (Walton) Bunker and received
from them great care and instruction during
his boyhood years.
He was educated in the
common schools, and from them acquired that
mental discipline which fitted him for the business of life. When only two years of age, his
parents came to Henderson, Illinois, where they
1846, in

Brown

is

a Universalist.

In

politics, he is a democrat, and has held a number of local offices, such as Justice of the Peace,
which office he held for about twelve years.

School Director and Trustee,
sioner and Supervisor.

Road Commis-

Dwight W. Bunker was an excellent citizen.
patriotic, loving, and kind, and dis-

He was

charged every obligation not grudgingly, but
cheerfully.
He was benevolent and charitable
according to his means, and was no laggard
in the performance of good deeds.
In every
organization to which he belonged, he was regarded by his associates as an efficient working
member. He belonged to the Grand Army of
the Republic, and in May, 1897, was elected
Junior Vice Commander of Illinois. He was
Colonel on the staff of General-in-Chief Thomas
G. Lawler, receiving the appointment November,
1894.
He was a member of the Board of Supervisors of Knox County at the time of his
death, and by them, resolutions of respect and
condolence were passed.
In his religious belief, Mr. Bunker was a
Congregationalist. In his political faith, he was
a republican, and labored earnestly tor the
cause of that party.

He was

married,

May

31, 1873, to

Mary

Isabell

./^M,^^^
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Carpenter, daugtiter of Asaph N. anil .Maiy K.
(Winterbottom) Carpenter. Along the paternal
line of her ancestors, is found Thomas Carpenter, her great-grandfather, who was born in
Massachusetts.
Her great-grandmother was
Cloa Carpenter, born in the same State. Her
grandfather was Asaph Carpenter, born at Rehoboth, Massachusetts, and her grandmother was
Caroline Carpenter, born in the same town.
Her maternal line of ancestors reaches back
to her great-grandfather, Peter Carpenter, and
to her great-grandmother. Nancy Carpenter,
both born in Massachusetts. Her grandfather
was Lease Winterbottom, a native of England,
and her grandmother was Sarah Lewis, born in
Connecticut.
Mr. and Mrs. Bunker had but one child,
Dwight Carpenter, who married Vina Penn;
They have one child. Carrie Isabell.

CAPTAIX JAMES

L.

BLRKH ALTER.

Captain James L. Burkhalter, son of David
and Mary Ann (Marks! Burkhalter, was born in
Allentown, Lehigh County, Pennsylvania, April
15,

1835.

The Burkhalters are Swiss and came origfrom the Canton of Berne. The name,
which signifies "Keeper of the Castle," is very
inally

common in Switzerland. Ulrich Burkhalter
came to this country in 1732, and on August 11,
took the oath of allegiance in William Penn's
Colony. He purchased three hundred acres of
land in Burks County (now Lehigh), in WhiteIt
hall Township, just north of Allentown.
was here that the father of Captain Burkhalter
was born.

who was Captain
Ulrich had
Burkhalter's great-great-grandfather, and who
possessed the landed estate of his father. He
was a man of prominence. He was naturalized
a

son Peter,

1761: was County Commissioner in 1776;
was a member of the State Convention the same
year; was a member of the Pennsylvania Assembly for several terms; and was a Reprein

He
sentative in Congress from 1791 to 1794.
of a company of the Northampton Association, and saw active service during
Peter Burkthe Revolution in the Jerseys.
halter died in 1806. He had a son whose name
was John Peter, and the latter had a son whose
name was Henry, the grandfather of James L.
Henry was the father of fourteen children,

was also Captain

—

twelve of whom lived to maturity six sons and
six daughters. The third son. David, was the
father of Captain Burkhalter.
Captain Burkhalter's life is full of incident
and interest. Both his patriotism and his manhood have made him a man of mark. The "War
Governor, Richard Yates, appointed him recruiting officer under the call of President Lincoln for 300,000 volunteers. He recruited Company "G" of the Eighty-third and Company
"F" of the Eighty-sixth Illinois Volunteers.
He then enlisted as a private in Company "F"
and was elected Captain.
Under this rank, he commanded his company
through its many campaigns. He was detailed
'

'1'

Y.

such as building bridges
As ProvosL Marshal and later as
Inspector General by appointment of General
George H. Thomas, he served on staff duty under Generals McCook, Fearing, Morgan, Davis,
He campaigneil in very many
and Slocum.
different States— Kentucky, Tennessee, Mississippi, Georgia, Alabama, South Carolina, North
Carolina, and Virginia, and was one of "Sherman's Bummers" in that famous march through
Georgia to the Sea. At the close of the war,
he took part in the grand review of the armies

for various other duties,

and roads.

—

Washington.
Alongside the Captain's military record, his
He has
record is worthy of mention.
held various public ofllces, such as Police MagisClerk in Maquon, County
trate and Town
Treasurer of Knox County for eleven consecutive years, and Supervisor from the City of
Galesburg for five terms. In January, 1883, he
was elected president of the Farmers' and
Mechanics' Bank, which position he still holds.
He is
His political creed is republican.
strictly a party man. He is an uncompromising
believer in republican principles, and he follows
them to the end. His religious creed is broad,
and his impulses are benevolent. He is a believer in the righteousness of good works.
Captain Burkhalter was married to Martha E.
To them were born
Adle, December 2. 1S58.
Charles F.. Henry L., James
eight children:
W., Desdemona, John I)., Nellie l... Robert P.,
and Alvin P.

at

civil

COLONEL CLAKK E. CAKH.
Colonel Clark E. Carr was born at Boston
Corners. Erie County, New York, May 20. 1836.
He was the son of Clark M. and Delia (Torrey)
Carr.
His parents were intelligent and painstaking people, anil gave their children all the
advantages possible in those days. His mother
died when he was three year-s old, and is hurWhen he was nine
ried at Boston Corners.
years old. his father married Fanny Le Yau,
who became a devoted and affectionate mother
to the children. The family came West around
the Lakes, in March. 1850. landing in Chicago.
Here teams were purchased, and they made
their journey in "prairie schooners" to Henry
County, Illinois, locating on a farm near Cambridge.
In the Autumn of 1851, the family removed to Galesburg. where the father and his
second wife lived and died.
Colonel Carr's paternal ancestry reaches back
to Caleb Carr. who died while Colonial Governor of Rhode Island, and to Rev. John Clark,
who was driven out of the Massachusetts colony
for preaching the Baptist doctrine. Like Roger
Williams. John Clark went to Rhode Island,
then a wilderness, and afterwards became its
Governor. The Colonel's great-grandmother was
a Miss Clark, descended from Governor John
Clark, and Clark has been the Christian name
of his grandfather, of his father, of himself,
and of his son.
Colonel Carr's early educational advantages
were of the better sort, and he judiciously and
wisely improved his opportunities. He attended
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the district school in the village of his nativity,
until he was eleven years of age.
He then
went to Springville Academy, Erie County, New
York, where he remained two years. At fourteen he arrived in Galesburg. Immediately, he
entered Knox Academy and afterwards the Collegiate Department of Knox College, leaving
at the end of the Sophomore year to commence
the study of law.
He first entered the Law
School at Poughkeepsie, New York, and subsequently, the Albany Law School, graduating in
1857.
His first copartnership in the practice of
his profession was with Thomas Harrison, and
three years later, with Hon. 0. P. Price, under
the firm name of Carr and Price.
In March,
1861, as a just acknowledgment of his services
on the stump, he was appointed by President
Lincoln Postmaster of Galesburg. which position he held lor twenty-four years.
Early in the War of the Rebellion, Governor
Yates appointed him Colonel on his staff, and
to its close. Colonel Carr performed his duties
faithfully, such as assisting in the organization
of regiments at Springfield, visiting the army
in the field, and bringing home the sick and
wounded. Governor Yates said that no man outside of the army did more efficient service. He
was constantly active, also, in the interest of
the government, in awakening by his speeches
throughout Illinois, a patriotic and living public
sentiment; often speaking with Governor Yates
and others in support of the State and National administration. In 1862, when an attempt was made to turn out all the republican
State oSlcers of Illinois, Colonel Carr and other
patriotic men came as champions of their cause
before the people, and succeeded in keeping the
State Government in the control of Governor
Yates and his colleagues. In September, 1863, a
great mass meeting was held in Chicago for the
purpose of sustaining President Lincoln in
issuing the Emancipation Proclamation. It was
here, from the Court House steps, that Colonel
Carr made one of the greatest speeches of his
life.
It was published in the Chicago papers
and circulated throughout the country.
Colonel Carr has always shown himself to be
a public spirited man.
He has held several offices in the city of his
adoption.
He was a delegate to the National
Convention, held at Baltimore in 1864, which renominated President Lincoln. He was a delegate from the State-at-large to the National
Convention in 1884. which nominated Blaine
and Logan. He was a member of the committee
on the platform resolutions, of which committee
President McKinley was chairman.
It is almost needless to say that Colonel Carr
is and always was a republican.
He has spoken
in almost every northern State in advocacy of
republican principles. He also made many literary addresses, and his services in both the political and literary field are still in great demand.
He spoke at the first meeting in favor of the
Hennepin Canal, held at Ottawa many years
ago, and was present at the Willard Hall meeting in Washington, and at other meetings favoring the enterprise.
A great event in which

Colonel Carr bore a conspicuous part was in
the organization of the Gettysburg Association.
Commissioners from the several States whose
soldiers

had participated

in that battle consti-

tuted the Association.
Colonel Carr was appointed commissioner for Illinois by the Governor. The dead bodies were to be consigned to
their graves, and headstones erected, before
the cemetery was finally turned over to the
general Government.
It was this Association
that invited President Lincoln and his Cabinet
to be present, and Edward Everett to deliver the
oration at the dedicatory exercises, and it was
Colonel Carr that suggested and urged that Lincoln also be invited to speak. All these commissioners sat on the stage, when the great
patriotic President delivered that celebrated address.

Colonel Carr has been honored by being called
high positions, and he has honored the posiwhich he has been called.
Under President Harrison's administration, he
was appointed Minister Resident and Consul
General to Denmark. While a conference of
Consuls General, of which he was a member,
was in session in Paris, he received notice from
Washington of his promotion to the rank of
Minister Plenipotentiary and Envoy Extraordinary, in which position he represented our country at that brilliant court for four years.
As
Minister, Colonel Carr performed signal service
in the interest of the World's Fair and for the
commerce of the United States. He served
his country faithfully for four years as Minister
at Copenhagen, and received the highest commendations from the Government.
Colonel Carr is entitled to great credit for the
part he took in inducing the Santa Fe Company
to build the line of their railway through Galesburg. The company made several surveys with
the design of finding the shortest practical line
to Chicago. Orders were issued to adopt the line
twelve
Galesburg.
about
miles
south
of
Through the efforts of Colonel Carr, the company was induced to prospect a line through
to

tions to

this city, which v/as finally adopted upon certain conditions. While the citizens contributed
generously to the work of complying with those
conditions, but for the efforts of Colonel Carr,
the Santa Fe Railway would have gone direct
from Fort Madison to Streator, leaving Galesburg to one side.
Colonel Carr also took a deep interest in the
Omaha Exposition. He was President of the
Illinois commission, composed of twenty memof
the
bers appointed from different parts
State.
The commission erected a beautiful
building on the grounds, which became a popThe affairs of this commission
ular resort.
were so well managed as to elicit the highest
commendations. An unexpended portion of the
appropriation of nearly $7,000 was left in the
State Treasury. For this, much credit is due
to the president of the commission.
For his faithful, energetic, and effective work
in support of the movement to introduce Indian
corn into northern Europe as food tor man.
Colonel Carr was elected president of the Amer-

oor^:^^
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ican Maize Propaganda, which position he

now

holds.

Of the family of Colonel Carr, something
should be said. An elder brother, Brigadier General Eugene A. Carr, graduated at West Point
He was Major General of Volunteers
in 1850.
during the Civil War, took part in many battles, including Vicksburg. Pea Ridge, and MoColonel
bile, and was wounded several times.
B. 0. Carr, another brother, served in the volunteer army during the war; another brother,
Rev. H. M. Carr, was chaplain; and another
brother, George P. Carr, deceased, rose to the

rank of Captain.
stock.

is

A

sister. Mrs.

John

C.

Fahn-

a resident of this city.

Colonel Carr was married December 31, 1873,
to Grace Mills, only daughter of the Honorable
Henry A. Mills, of Mt. Carroll, Illinois. Mrs.
Carr is a sister of Major Stephen C. Mills, of
To Colonel and Mrs. Carr
the regular army.
were born two children, Julia C, born April 2,
1876; and Lieutenant Clark Mills, born March
16, 1S78, who served with credit during the
late war with Spain, in the Ninth Illinois Regi-

ment

of Infantry.

M.Vl KK'E J.VMES CHASE, M. 1).
Maurice James Chase, M. D., son of Benjamin
Chapman and Eliza (Royce) Chase, was born in
Cornish, Sullivan County. New Hampshire,
March 4, 1826. His father was a farmer, and
owing to conditions induced by maternal impressions, was born into this world bereft of two
important faculties hearing and speech. His
mother's domestic feelings were unusually
strong, and her tender sympathies made her
efficient in the care of the sick and distressed.
The first settlement of Cornish by the Chases
About the year 1700, George
is quite romantic.
Gifford, of Massachusetts, ceded the township
to Aquilla and Priscilla Chase, ancestors of M.

—

Chase. They took all their personal effects in
row-boat up the Connecticut River and took
possession of the ceded grant. Formerly in this
township, the Chase family was very numerous.
Most of the church and town offices were held
by them. It was here that Chief Justice Salmon P. Chase was born. It is here that he and
very many of that name can trace their common ancestry.
Maurice James Chase received a thorough and
practical education in the New England public
schools of his time, which fitted him to enter
upon a more advanced course of study at the
Kimball Union Academy an institution of national reputation. After finishing his academic
course, he commenced in 184.') the study of medicine a profession that he had selected in very
early life. He was a student of the famous Dr.
Dixi Crosby, who was " >si,ipnt of the Medical
Department of Dartmoiiih. He attended a full
course of lectures at the Medical College at
Woodstock. Vermont, and two full courses also,

J.

a

—

—

at Dartmouth. He graduated June 17, 1850, and
soon thereafter settled in South Boston, Massachusetts, in the practice of his profession.
Thinking that there were broader fields of usefulness and influence in the West, he came to

Indiana in February, 1854, and |)raiti(i'd there
tor two years.
He then removed to Macomb,
Illinois,

and remained there until July, 1859,
to Galesburg, where he has been

when he came

a successful practitioner for forty years.
Dr. Chase has earned an honorable distincHis
tion in the practice of his profession.
reputation for careful and painstaking treatment is acknowledged. His clinical instruction
of
his diagnosis
is full and complete, and
thousands of cases is a proof of his erudition and
ability.
As a physician, his labors have been
crowned with success, and much of that success
is due to the sympathy which he feels and expresses for his patients. He believes that care
and attention are as important as medicine.
His
In religious belief, he is a Universalist.
creed is the Fatherhood of God and the Brotherhood of man. He says of himself: "From ray
have
been
firm
beearliest recollections I
a
liever in prayer and communion with God, our
Heavenly Father. It is a great duty and high
privilege to keep and revere the first and the
second great commandments of the New Testament."
Dr. Chase is a strong temperance man; nevertheless, politically, he affiliates with the republican party.

He was united in marriage to Lucy F.
Crocker, March 15, 1849. There were born to
them four children, two now living: Henry
Maurice, born November 3, 1850. died March 5,
1854: Ella L.. born December. 1853. died October,
1854; Henry Maurice, 2d. born February 9. 1860;
March 30, 1836.
Henry M. Chase was married June 5. 1884, to
two children:

Ella L., 2d, born

Jane Ewing

Phillips. They have
Phillips M., born April 6, 1886;

and Margaret
Ella
L.
Evertson, born December 22, 18S9.
Chase was married March 30, 1874. to Arthur W.
Conger, who died in 1890. Three children were
born to them: Lucy M., born January 22. 1875;
Delia, born December 4. 1886; and Etheline.
Her second marriage
born October 4, 1888.
was with Hon. Howard Knowles. March 4. 1896.
(JEOItGK CHI RCHILL.

"Sow a character and you reap a destiny."
The truth of this maxim finds abundant exemplification in the life and labors of George
There is scarcely a department inaugurated for the improvement of this city, or

Churchill.

for the bettering of the condition of its peoHe has
ple, without a trace of his handiwork.
been "part and parcel" of the city of Galesburg
and Knox College almost from their very inception, and their history would be incomplete

and almost worthless without the embodiment
of the life-work of Professor George Churchill.
RgDr. Churchill, son of Norman and Anna
Herkimer
in
gleston) Churchill, was born
His father
County, New York, April 2, 1829.
came to Galesburg early in the Fall of 1S.'?R. and
purchased a ten-acre lot on West Main street,
known as the "Churchill home." Into this
"home" he moved with his family in 1839. where
he 'ivpd and died, an honored citizen, SeptemhAr
20. 1886. at the advanced age of nearly eightyI
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son of Reverend
seven years. He was
Jesse Churchill, and was born in Hubbardton,
the

Vermont, November

5,

1799.

The early educational advantages of Dr.
George Churchill were of the kind incident to anew country. At that time, the necessities of the
family and home had to be supplied and the
culture of the mind was treated more as an
However, young George's
incidental matter.
youth was given to the study of such books as
were at his command, and to the contemplation
of the open book of Nature for which he had
an innate fondness. He entered Knox College
as a student in the Preparatory department in
With thorough
the first year of its history.
preparation, he afterwards entered the college

and graduated in 1S51.
After graduation, there was no time afforded
His first year was
for recreation or rest.
spent as civil engineer on the Central Military
Tract Railroad, which afterwards became part
of the main line of the Burlington system.
Appreciating the inefficiency of the public
schools of Galesburg and vicinity, and desiring
to supplant them with a better system, he next
made a trip to Europe, in order to make a most
thorough inspection of the Prussian schools.
For this tour, he had exceptional facilities. Letters from the Secretary of State and from other
influential men were given him, and he was
thus enabled to gain an accurate knowledge of
the Prussian system of education. On his return to Galesburg, he addressed himself to the
task of arousing public sentiment in favor of an
improved school system, that should, in some
measure, be comparable to the one he had been
studying. Not only his time and energy were
lavished without stint, but his slender salary as
teacher was encroached upon to secure the
assistance of Honorable Henry Barnard, of Connecticut, who afterwards received the first appointment as Commissioner of Education for the
United States. The co-operation of the various
educational interests ultimately resulted in
procuring a special charter by which the former
district schools were consolidated,
and the
foundations of the present system, with all its

classes

him

features, were laid.
The Board of
Education has shown a just appreciation of Dr.
Churchill's services in this direction, by naming
what was called the Grammar School the
"Churchill School," and by adopting, January
14, 1896, the following resolutions:
Resolved, That we tender a vote of thanks to
Professor Churchill, thus expressing our high
appreciation for the efforts he made in securing
a higher education for the public schools of
Galesburg by a special charter, which passed
the Legislature in 1859; and that we extend to
him an invitation to be the guest of this Board
to visit our schools and see if we have come
up to his expectations, both in buildings and in
teaching.
Dr. Churchill has been fully appreciated by
his fellow citizens, and at their hands has held
many positions of honor and trust. For thirteen years, he was a member of the Board of
Education. For twenty-two years, he served in

essential
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the capacity of City Engineer. For two terms,
he served as Alderman. For eight years, he was
a member of the Board of Park Commissioners.
For twenty-three years, he held a position on
the Library Board, which position he held until
his death, which occurred in September, 1899.
Besides all these extra duties and labors, which
were performed acceptably and well, and which
demanded the meed of praise from every citizen,
he filled a Professor's Chair in Knox College
for the long period of forty-four years.
Dr. Churchill was born to be useful. He was
born to do good. He was born especially as an
Nobly and grandly, he
educator of youth.
In his instruction, he was
fulfilled his mission.
lucid and thorough, and, whatever the subject
taught, he never failed to interest. Thousands
of men and women, scattered over our land, as
the evening shadows fall and as their wandering thoughts revert to the scenes of their school
days, will picture the stalwart form of Dr.
George Churchill. They will recall with deeper
affection his peculiar and interesting manner of
teaching and his many quaint and always inThey will ever regard his
structive speeches.
name and Knox College as one and inseparable.
As a citizen. Dr. Churchill was deservedly
popular.
He was intelligent, and amiable in
disposition; honorable in purpose and character; charitable towards the unfortunate; kind
and loving in all domestic relations; a friend
to the poor and needy; and a lover of all that
makes for righteousness and is a benefit to the
human race. He was a practical and consistent
man and won his way by his urbanity and
vigorous common sense.
In religious faith. Dr. Churchill was a Congregationalist. When sixteen years of age, he became a member of the Old First Church. At the
time of his death, September 10, 1899, he was a
member of its successor, the Central Church.
He served forty years as deacon; twenty-five
years as Superintendent of the Sabbath school,
and more than twenty-five years as leader of the
choir.
He was also a member of the building
committee of the present church structure. He
was director and President of the Mechanics'
Homestead and Loan Association since its organization in 1882. the assets and disbursements
of which to the present time amount to two and
a half million dollars.
His first
Dr. Churchill was thrice married.
wife was Clara A. Hurd. To them was born one
son, Milton E., now Dean of the Faculty of
Illinois College, Jacksonville.
His second wife was Ada H. Hayes. Of this
union, one daughter and two sons were born:
Mary Hayes, who died July 7, 1863; Charles E.,
a lawyer, in Chicago: and George B., a hardware merchant of Galesburg.
His third wife was Ellen Sanborn Watkins.
One son was born to them, William David. By
a former marriage, his third wife had a daughter. Mrs. Nellie Sanborn (Watkins) Wetherbee.

JWERRITT M. CLARK,
Merritt M. Clark, a patriot soldier during the
Civil

War, was born

at Manchester,

Bennington

9XZ:
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County. Vermont, .laiuiary 10. INii.").
the youngest son of Chester anil Saviah (Matteson) Clark, and was left fatherless when only
eleven years of age. In 1851, he came to Galeshurg with his mother, and lived here the remainder of his life.
Mr. Clark acquired the rudiments of his education in the district schools of his native State.
Afterwards, he supplemented this instruction
with a more thorough course of study. He
matriculated in Knox College, and graduated
with high honors in 1857. After graduation, he
read law with the Arm of Smith and Ford, and
was soon admitted to practice in the courts of
the State. In the Spring of 18(il. a law partnership was formed with Judge A. A. Smith and
E. P. Williams,

which continued

until 1862.

Im-

bued with patriotic fervor, he entered the army
as a commissioned officer, and served, though
with impaired health, until the close of the
war. His patriotism and his love for his companions in arms are shown by the following inA member of the law firm, in which he
cident:
was once a partner, urged him to obtain a discharge from the service on account of his poor
and
with a true Roman spirit olfered to
health,
take his place. He replied, that he could not
ask such a favor, when his companions,- suffering as much as he, could not obtain a release.
Having been a partaker with them in the
triumphs of battle and the shouts of victory,
he could not desert them in an hour of dark-*
With an heroic spirit
ness, disease, or death.
and with a manly courage that did not quail
in the smoke of battle, he remained at his post
was
won.
until victory
After Mr. Clark's discharge, he returned to
his home, where he remained, highly honored,
Immediately, he was elected
until his death.
Police Magistrate, which office he filled until
He then formed a law
the Spring of 186fi.
Williams, which was
dissolved in 1S71 on account of Mr. Clark's illhealth. During 1871. he was elected City Attorney, which office he held for one year.
As a lawyer. Mr. Clark possessed certain eminent characteristics. He was fair and honest,
and a sense of justice and equity seemed to conHe was accurate and painstrol his actions.
taking in cases at court, and his quick perceptions and versatile mind enabled him to discover the weak and strong points In trial or
argument. As a soldier, he virtually gave his
Disease, contracted on the
life to his country.
field of battle, did not quench the fire of patriotism that was burning within him, or turn him
from the path of duty. His name is worthy to
be enrolled on the scroll of fame with the
patriots of his time. As man and citizen, he
bore an unsullied character. His demeanor was
pleasing, but not commanding. He was charitable in his speech and acts, and his kindly
He
nature drew around him many friends.
lived a life full of kindness and love, and is
partnership with E.

P.

worthy to have inscribed upon his tombstone
this epitaph— an honest man.
Mr. Clark was a Congregationalist, a member
of the Old First Church. His political faith was

UN
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1857.
republican. He was married Sei)tPnibor
to Celia A. I'inker, a daughter of Hev. Charles
1.'.

E.
E.

and Mary (Robinson) Tinker. Rev. Charles
Tinker was a Home Missionary about 1840.
To Mr. and Mi-s. Clark were born seven chil-

Mary Ina, died in childhood: huella M.:
Chester M.; Charles T.; Jay ('.; Willis J., and
dren:

Alice Pauline.

CHAINCEY SILL
Chauncey

Sill

COLTO.N.

Colton was a remarkable man.

as imperishable as the name of the
city of his adoption. A halo surrounds it. which
will grow brighter and brighter, as the history
of Galesburg and its early struggles shall be
known and read. Without him, this city of
beauty and refinement, of schools and colleges,
as it is to-day, could never have been. It was he,
with the aid of others, that brought the great

His

name

is

Burlington system to this

city.

Without

this

Galesburg would be a "deserted village" on the plain. He was its chief promoter
and the only director living on the line of the
road for a quirter of a century, during which
time the original railway, of eighty miles in
length, expanded to five thousand miles. All the
extensions in Illinois were made on his suggestion and insistence; and he was the first to
urge its extension beyond the Mississippi. All
honor is due to him for incessant labors in
building up the city of his home. Like many a
great man and worker for humanity, he built
wiser than he knew; but future generations
will enjoy the fruits of his labors.
Mr. Colton was a native of Springfield. Pennsylvania, born September 21. 1800. His parents
were Justin and Abigail (Sill) Colton and were
natives of Massachusetts. They lived for one
year in Pennsylvania, and then returned to
railroad,

their

New England home.

Young Chauncey

spent his boyhood at Longmeadow. Massachusetts, with his grandfather, whose precepts and
advice did much to establish his character. He
attended the academy at Monson, Massachusetts, and improved all the means of learning
there given. But his large acquirements were
obtained in the great school of practical experience in life.
descent.
Mr. Colton was of English
His
American progenitor was Quartermaster George
Colton. who came to this country from Suttancofleld. Sussex County. England, in 1640. and
Hartford County, Consettled at Windsor,
necticut. His grandfather, Captain Gad Colton.
was a soldier in the Revolutionary War.
In 1820. after finishing his course of study at
the academy. Mr. Colton went to Monson.
Maine, and resided there for ten years. But the
opportunities amid the rocks, moimtains. and
rugged barrenness of New England seemed to
him too narrow and confined. He therefore resolved to try his fortune in the Great West, then
an almost unexplored wilderness. In June. 1836,
he took up his abode in this city and lived here,
an honored and highly respected citizen, the
remainder 'J his life. His first occupation was
in the mercantile line. In which he was eminently successful. But his chief business, of in-
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buying and shipHe shipped the
first beef and pork, the first wheat and corn
from central Illinois. The route of shipments
was down the Illinois and Mississippi rivers to
New Orleans, thence, by sea, to New York and
Liverpool. He favored every enterprise which
was for the advancement and interest of the
He was one of the founders of
city and State.
the First National Bank, in which he was a
He was also one of the
director many years.
founders of the Farmers' and Mechanics' Bank,
In which he was the largest stockholder and its
first President. His money and his counsel aided
much in the erection of Union Block and other
buildings. He built and occupied the first house
terest to this section, was the
ping of its staple products.

in

Galesburg.

He

also

built

the

first

school

house in the town, and paid for it himself.
Some years later, the frame of the old First
Church was raised, but stood uncovered for
about two years, until Mr. Colton offered to
complete it himself, and let the members of the
society pay their subscriptions when able to do
Indeed, from the day of his arrival to the
so.
time of his death, it would be difficult to mention a worthy enterprise that he did not favor
and assist. Public spirited, high-minded, possessing great native talents and a keen judgment, he readily comprehended matters and in
every undertaking, knew what was best to be
done.
Although not a church member until late in
life, Mr. Colton always considered churches and
schools of primary importance in a community.
He was a member of the Old First Church.
At the organization of the Brick Congregational
Church, under Dr. Edward Beecher, he united
with it and remained a communicant as long as
he lived, and gave liberally for its support.
He had also a great faith in Knox College,
and in the work that this institution would accomplish for the community here and for the
world at large. For forty years, he was a member of the Board of Trustees, and nearly as long
a member of the Executive Committee. No college ever had a more faithful worker; he labored
for its prosperity and success, and gave his time
and money freely. His services were ever regarded as valuable, because of his keen perception,

sound judgment, and practical knowledge

in all business relations.

Mr. Colton never sought ofilce and was not a
In early life, he was a democrat,
afterwards a tree soiler, and lastly, a repubpolitician.
lican.
ciple

He

believed

m

more

in the politics of prin-

than
the politics of men.
Mr. Colton was married in Maine, January 5,
Emily H., daughter of Samuel McLanathan, of Sangerville.
There were born to
them four children: Harriet S. (Noteware);
Sarah M., of this city; Colonel John B., of Kansas City; and Hon. Francis Colton, of Washington, D. C. formerly Consul at 'Venice, Italy.
In such a life as Chauncey Colton's there is
much to admire and commend. His manners
were simple and unaffected. He was an example
of true manhood and possessed all those qualities which ennoble and dignify human nature.
1826, to

He was intelligent and able to meet any emergency. He had quick perceptions, and was not
easily betrayed into difiiculties.
He neglected
no duty; he thrust aside no obligation.

MILTON LEMMOS COiMSTOCK.
Milton Lemmon Comstock, A. M., Ph. D., was
born in Crosby Township, Hamilton County,
Ohio, October 19, 1824. There is a tradition that
the progenitor of the Comstock family in England was a German Baron, Kulmstock, who emigrated to that country about A. D. 1500. A village named tjulmstock exists among the Down
Hills, between Exeter and Taunton, and William Comstock, born in 1608, came with his
wife, Elizabeth, from southwestern England to
Massachusetts Bay Colony in 1635. Their fourth
child, John, with his wife, Abigail, settled in
Lyme, Connecticut. William, the third of the
seven children of John, born January 9, 1669,
had two children, the second of whom was William, born January 16, 1695 (Lyme Records,
page 428, defective from fire). James, the eldest
of William's four children, was the great-grandfather of Milton L.
The parents of Milton L., Joab and Jane
(Lemmon) Comstock, were born in Ohio and
Maryland, respectively; his paternal grandparents, Joab and Eunice (Willey) Comstock, were
born in Connecticut; his maternal grandparents,
.William and Margaret (McCaine) Lemmon,
were born near Armagh, Ireland; his paternal
great-grandparents were James and Thankful
(Crosby) Comstock, and Ephraim and Patience
(Becket) Willey; on the maternal side, John
and Jane (Mc(5rea) Lemon (name so spelled
originally), and Archibald and Elizabeth (TrimMcCaine. His grandfather, Joab Comble)
stock, came with his family from Hadlyrae,
Connecticut, to Ohio, in 1801, and settled in the

northwestern part of Hamilton County, where
he made a farm out of a dense forest; he died
in Ohio in 1825, and his widow died near BurJoab, the fifth of his
lington, Iowa, in 1858.
children who attained maturity, was born
February 9, 1804, removed to Iowa in 1839, and
He was a farmer,
died in Burlington in 1882.
and a local Methodist preacher for nearly fifty
years, a kind and faithful man. William Lemmon, Mr. Comstock's maternal grandfather,
came to America in 1801, and to Ohio in 1819;
he was a weaver; he died in 1851. His daughter
Jane, who became the wife of Joab Comstock,
father of Milton L., was born in Maryland,
February 15, 1807, and died near Burlington,
Iowa, in 1875.

Milton L. Comstock was the eldest of eleven
children. His schooling began when he was four
years of age, in a log school house, which had
His
split logs for seats, and a stick chimney.
winters were spent in school, and his summers
on the farm. After his removal to Iowa, his
mostly
occupied
in
improving
their
time was
farm in the new country. Besides the ordinary
work upon a farm, his experience included
breaking prairie, making rails, riving and shaving shingles, running a shingle machine and
sawmill, quarrying stone with

drill

and powder.
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running a threshing machine, raising and caring
for tlax, and the propagation and culture of
fruit trees.

At the age of twenty Mr. Comstock began a
of study and teaching. His physical welfare

life

was assured by early training and habits of
temperance, and during forty-six years of teachIn
ing he lost only three days from sickness.
September, 1844, he entered Knox Academy,
Galesburg, Illinois, with a fair common school
education, but never having seen an Algebra or
a Latin Grammar. He studied a year with all
possible diligence, for his dominant wish had
been to possess knowledge. In June. 1845, he
returned home, taught school, studied and
taught in Yellow Springs Academy, Des Moines
County. Iowa, and after two years returned to
Galesburg, entered Knox College, and at the
end of four years of untiring study, had conferred upon him the degree A. B.. June 2G, 1851.
July 30, 1851, he married Cornelia Ann. second
daughter of Norman and Anna (Eggleston)
Churchill, of Galesburg, formerly of Herkimer
County, New York. Mrs. Comstock was born
at Winfield. New York. March 17, 1831, and was
a granddaughter of Rev. Jesse Churchill, minister at Winfield. who was a son
of
Jesse
Churchill, who died at Wethersfield, Connecticut, in 1806. and grandson of Samuel Churchill
Her family, on the maternal
of Wethersfield.
side, can be traced to an ancestor who settled
at Dorchester. Massachusetts, in 1635. She completed the. Ladies' Course in Knox College, except one study; taught school several terms;
taught in the Haynes Academy, Cherry Grove,
Knox County, and sang in the choir of the "Old
First" Church for thirty-five years.
Mr. and
Mrs. Comstock have had six children, four of
w^hom are living: Cornelia Belle. Clara Emily,
Clarence Elmer, and Ada Heletia. all of whom
are graduates of Knox College. Cornelia B. is
the wife of Will W. Hammond, a lawyer of
Peoria. Illinois, who graduated from Knox College in 1878; she is a member of the choir of
Plymouth Congregational Church. Clara E. is
a stenographsr and Notary Public, at Peoria.
Clarence E. is in charge of the Mathematical
Department of Bradley Polytechnic Institute.
Peoria; he is leader of the choir, deacon, and
trustee of Plymouth Congregational Church.
Ada H. is a member of the choir of Central
Congregational Church. Galesburg.
Mr. Comstock taught three years in Knox
Academy. In 1854, the degree A. M. was conferred upon him by his Alma Mater.
In the
summer of the same year, he removed to Des
Moines County. Iowa, and engaged in horticultural pursuits, and during the three years
spent in that occupation he was. most of the
time. Editor of the Iowa Farmer. In September.
1857. he became a Professor in Yellow Springs
College. Iowa.
In September. 1858, he came to
Knox College as Assistant Professor of Mathe-

matics, and in 1861. became Professor in that
department. He discharged the duties of the potill June. 1898. when he became Professor
Emeritus. In addition to the pure mathematics,
he taught Astronomy, Physics, and Meteorology.
sition

He was

rir

secretary of the

Faculty for twenty
years. Devoting an average of two hours a day
to outside studies, he spent at least two years
upon each of the following branches: Trigonometry, analytic geometry, differential calculus, integral calculus, and astronomy; he also
devoted considerable time to quartenions, determinants, trilinear co-ordinates, and differential equations, and in 1879, when Lombard University conferred upon him the degree Ph. D., he
did not hesitate to accept the honor from fear
of being criticised for not being properly qualified.

Mr. Comstock became a member of the M. E.
Church in 1840, but withdrew from that church

on account of the slavery agitation, ilnd joined
with others in forming a Weslevan Methodist
Church, in 1844. He united with the "Old Firsf
Church of Galesburg in 1851. and was elder and
clerk in that church for twenty-seven years; he
sang in the choir twenty-five years, and represented the church in various associations; he Is
now a deacon in the Central Church of Galesburg.

His writings are confined to a few articles in
mathematical journals and in newsname and the signatures: "X.
Y. Z.." "C," "K" and "Ecleme."
He joined a
temperance society in 1833. He has been a re-

different

papers, over his

publican ever since that party was organized.

HOX. ZELOTES COOLEY.
Hon. Zelotes Cooley sought his fortune in the
at a very early period, when Knox County
contained here and there only a few hamlets and
the virgin soil was almost unbroken. He was a
large factor in its development and growth
from the day he set foot on her soil to the moment of his death. In his manner of living, he
was plain and simple and was never guilty of
ostentatious display.
In honesty and moral

West

rectitude, the true dignity of his character was
His suave disposition and his inborn
gentility fitted him especially to deal with men
and to these qualities his great success in business and in life is principally due. He had keen

shown.

perceptions and a sound judgment, and could
imravel th3 machinations and evil designs of
men as by intuition. The frivolous was no
part of his nature, and consequently, he took
life as a .,erious business.
He was always
for his strict honesty and his fair dealings with his fellowmen. His unyielding firmness in justice and right begat confidence, and
as a result, place and honor were bestowed upon
him.
He honored every office that he was

known

called to

fill,

because he regarded himself as a

true servant of the people.

Judge Cooley came from a long

line of Puritan

He was born November 10. 1808.
East Windsor. Connecticut.
He removed

ancestors.

in

to

Glastonbury with his parents in 1816. At sixteen,
he went to Hartford to learn the carpenter's
trade and afterwards to Westfield, Massachusetts, and later to Poughkeepsie. New York,
where he engaged in the grocery business until
1837.
He next went to Philadelphia, then down
the Ohio River, up the Mississippi, through Illi-
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He then went to Quincy,
nois to La Grange.
then to Macomb and Carthage. At Carthage, he
was employed to build the Court House. In
1838, he came to Knox County. With a partner,
Mr. Alvah Wheeler, he built the Court House at
Knoxville, drawing the plans himself. He was
engaged as a contractor and builder until 1846,
when he was appointed County Assessor. He
was elected County Clerk in 1847 and held the
for ten years,
practice ot law.
office

when he commenced

the

In politics, Judge Cooley was a democrat. In
was not connected with any order,
but believed in the Golden Rule and in loving
and serving his fellowmen. He was charitable,
always bestowing his means judiciously whenever a worthy object was presented. His several bequests to St. Mary's at Knoxville, and to
the hospital, Knox College, and the Universalist
Church at Galesburg sufficiently attest the character of his benevolence and charities.
He married Miss Julia A. Hanks, of Connecticut in 1833. Of this union, two daughters are
still living— Mrs. David W. Bradshaw and Mrs.
religion, he

Samuel

L. Charles.

REV. JOSEPH COSTA.
Rev. Joseph Costa, O. C, R. D., was born
October IS, 1823, in Pettinengo, Province of
Biella, about thirty miles northeast ot Turin,
Italy. His father s name was Antonio Costa, and
His father
his mother's, Angela Maria Facio.
was occupied in land-industries, and was also
employed in running a tailoring establishment.

There were four brothers in the family, of
Joseph was the youngest and the only
one in the ministry. The others followed other
The family records go as far back
professions.
as six hundred years from the present time.
Some of the members along the line were

whom

In 1864, at the request of Dr. Yunker, Bishop
at Alton, Illinois, he was sent by the General of
his order to work in that Bishop's diocese.
In the United States, the field of his labors
was chiefly in Illinois Springfield, Jacksonville,
El Paso, Lincoln and finally in 1877, he was
sent to Galesburg by Dr. John L. Spalding, first
Bishop of Peoria, for the special purpose of

—

—

establishing Parochial Schools. From that date
to the present time, his labors have been devoted to the wants and improvements in that
city for the Catholic population.
Since his arrival here. Father Costa has
W'orked earnestly and faithfully for the upbuilding of the church to which he belongs. In the
Spring of 1878, the erection of St. Joseph's
Academy was commenced, and in the Autumn
of 1879, it was opened for use, with about ten
teachers and four hundred pupils. Stevens and
Parry, of this city, were the builders. The cost
of the building, including heating apparatus

and excluding furniture, was $16,858.13.
The convent contiguous to the Academy was
erected partly by Jacob Westfall, of Peoria.
Failing to complete the contract, the building
was finished under the direction of Father
Costa. The work was commenced in 1880 and
finished in 1881. It cost $11,388.52.
The ground upon which Corpus Christ! church
stands cost $4,885. The contract of the building was given to Matthias Schnell, of Rock
Island.
It cost, including heater, seats, bell,
Corpus Christi dwelling cost
etc., $38,611.43.
$5,500, including heating apparatus.
St. Mary's Primary, on the corner of Fourth
and Seminary streets, cost $2,500, without the
furniture.

The

lot

on which Corpus Christi

Lyceum

stands was purchased for five thousand dollars.
The building and furniture cost about $42,000.

was commenced

in 1891

and finished in

1894.

priests.

It

Father Costa received the first rudiments of
and music in his native town. Subsequently, he entered a college called "Bachette,"
and began his studies of Latin under Rev. ProLater on, he pursued his
fessor W. Scaglia.
studies in classics in the city of Biella, and after
an interval of two years of rest, he began his
course of philosophy in the College Melerio Rosmini in the city of Domodossola under Professor
Having
Parma, continuing for two years.
passed his examination in philosophy and being
a member of the Order of Charity, he applied
himself, under able professors, to the study of
Divinity in the Rosminan Institute at Stresa on
the borders of Lago Maggiore.
In 1851, as a member of the order, he was sent
by the General, the Rev. Antonio Rosmini,
to the English Missions belonging to the same
In this, his new country, he reviewed
order.
his theology under Professor Caccia and prepared for the reception of Holy Orders.
On February 18, 1853, he was examined and
ordained Priest in the Church of Oscott College,
by the Rt. Rev. Bernard Ullathorne, Bishop of
Birmingham. As a priest, he labored for eleven
years in Great Britain, either doing parish work
or preaching at missions or teaching in college.

This edifice is private property of the Order
of Charity in this country.
Father Costa has done much in the erection
For that purpose and
of buildings in this city.
the benefit of his church, he has expended more
than $125,000. In the work of his hands, he
has been diligent and fervent in spirit. As a
man. he is kind and gentle in manners, temperate in speech, unyielding in his convictions,
and firm in his ideas of duty and right. He
is a Catholic, and lives and labors for the Cath-

letters

He comprehends the duties
sponsibilities of American citizenship,
a word, has lived a life above reproach.
olic faith.

ALFRED

and reand in

M. CRAKi.

Alfred M. Craig is a man of characteristic
personality. His look and his general bearing
indicate decision of character and strong inHe is a native of Illitellectual endowments.
nois, and was born in Paris, Edgar County,
January 15. 1831. His father was David Craig,
a native of Pennsylvania, and his mother's

maiden name was Minta Ramey.
David Craig was of Irish descent and was
born in Philadelphia. His parents came from
the northern part of Ireland. David, when a

KNOX
young man removed

to

Kentucky;

but beiug

unwilling to live in a slave State, he came to
Illinois in 1830.
After remaining a short time
in Edgar County, he finally settled in Fulton
County, where Justice A. M. Craig was born.
Justice Craig's father was a farmer, and it
was on the farm that the lad was brought up.
His early advantages for schooling were such as
are incident to a new country and the life of a
farmer boy. He attended school in winter, and
worlted on the farm in summer, until he entered
upon a course of study at Knox College. In the
Fall of 1848, he became a member of the preparatory class, and was admitted to the Freshman
class in June, 1849. With distinguished honor,
he graduated in June. 1853. After graduation,
there was no halting or indecision as to his
future course. Immediately, he entered the law
office of William C. Goudy, of Lewiston, Illinois, and after one year's study, was admitted
to practice in all the courts of Illinois.
In the
Fall of 1854, he opened an office in Knoxville,
which was then the county seat of Knox County.
By his perseverance and determination, he

soon built up a large and lucrative practice in
Knox and the adjoining counties. His skill and
erudition in law are exemplified in the fact
that he rarely, if ever, lost a case at court. He
continued his practice until June, 1873, when
he was elected Justice of the Supreme Court of
Illinois.

Justice Craig has richly earned the commendations and confidence of his fellow citizens.
His knowledge of law and his fidelity in
practice have opened to him places of honor

and

preferment. In 1856. he was appointed
States Attorney by Governor Mattison for the
Circuit, composed of the counties of Mercer,
Henderson, Warren. Knox and Fulton.
The
appointment was for the unexpired term of one
year, caused by the resignation of William C.
Goudy.
In November. 1861, he was elected
County Judge of Knox County, serving four
years.
In 1869. he was elected to the Constitutional Convention from Knox County, and assisted in forming the present constitution of the
State.
Justice Craig has lived a. successful life. He
started in the world a poor boy and by his good
judgment and great business sagacity, has become the owner of great possessions. He is
President of the Bank of Galesburg, of which
he is the largest stockholder, and his landeH
estates cover rich and extensive fields of territory.
As a lawyer, he is profound and a

great judge. For the correctness and justness
of his decisions, his fame is unsurpassed.
He
is not an observer of conventionalities, and is
no servile worshiper of court etiquette. He is
plain in his manner, kind, social, and generous
to his friends. He is a student of human nature.

and has won distinction more by his practical
common sense than by his knowledge of Latin
or Greek. He has served his county and his
State faithfully and well, and is entitled to the
plaudits of

all.

Justice Craig was married in August, 1857, to
Elizabeth P. Harvey, daughter of C. K. Har-

COUN'I'V.
who was a lawyer of eminent abilty. Mr.
Harvey was born and educated in the State
Vermont. He came to Knox County at an
early day, and built up a large practice in Knox
and adjoining counties. He represented Knox
County in the Constitutional Convention of
vey,

of

1847.

He

<lied at

Knoxville in 1848, at the age

of thirty-three.

Justice and Mrs. Craig have had four children, two now living; Dr. A. H., a druggist,
and Captain Charles C, a lawyer, both living in
this city.

LEVI FKAN'KLIN H.VXFOKTH.
Levi Franklin Danforth. son of Oliver Cromand Eliza (Lincoln) Danforth, was born in
Norton, Massachusetts, June 5, 1825. His father
was a farmer, which occupation he pursued
until the year of his death, 1828.
He left four
sons, two of whom passed the limit of the comwell

mon age of man; one, Lemuel, still survives,
who has been foreman of the Old Colony Car
Shops

for forty years, a position which he still
holds.
Levi's youth was spent on his father's farm.

His educational advantages were not the best,
but he availed himself of all the instruction offered in the common schools of his native town,
until he was seventeen years of age.
He then
left the paternal home for Pawtucket. Rhode
Island, to learn the painter's trade, at which he
served as an apprentice for two years. After suffering from severe sickness induced by poisonous paints, he learned carpentry, which he followed until 1S77. He afterwards engaged to a
considerable extent in buying and selling real
estate.
In December, 1888, he opened a grocery
store on Monmouth Boulevard, and continued in
that business until August, 1889, when he was
compelled to sell out on account of an affliction
of his eyes.
Mr. Danforth with his wife made several trips
across the continent, before he made his final
settlement for life. In September, 1857, he went
to California and pursued his trade in the vicinits of Mariposa Grove.
He returned to Pawtucket in February, 18G0, and in 1867. came to
Galesburg, where he spent the remainder of his
life.

Mr. Danforth from early youth was thrown
his own resources. There were difficulties
to overcome, which called Into action the better qualities of his nature.
He possessed executive ability, a determined will, efficiency and
force.
He was naturally social in his nature
and loved his family, friends, and home.
He was sensitive, open-hearted, and self-reliant and thoroughly despised shams of every
kind.
He was generous and liberal, and at the
same time, economical and saving. He did his
own thinking, was tenacious of his opinions,
but he accorded the same privilege to others
that he asked for himself. His ways and means
were his own. which gave to others the Impression of a positive character. He was fond of
discussion and argument, and was inclined to
the investigation of intricate questions.
He
was a lover of poetry and music and devoted

upon
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his

leisure

and song.
kind, and

liours to

In a word,

C

enjoyment of verse
was affectionate and
a temperate and up-

tlie
lie

lived the life of

right citizen.

Mr. Danforth never connected himself with
His individualof the various societies.
was too strong and too independent to submit to society routine and society discipline.
but was not
Order,
Masonic
the
joined
He once
an active member. He said that he loved his
family and home too well to spend his evenings
away from them. He was never connected with
any church, but favored the morality and precepts therein taught.
In political faith, he was a republican, but
not a strong partisan. He was once accosted
by a friend who said to him, "Well, you will
vote for Lincoln; he is a cousin of yours; your
mother was a Lincoln." His reply was, "The
relationship is not near enough to do any

many
ity

harm."
Mr. Danforth was twice married. He was
united to his lirst wife in Pawtucket, Rhode

Her maiden name was
Phebe Ann Alexander. To them were born five
children, Eugene Franklin. Phebe Richmond,
Levi Franklin, Ella Cook, and Walter Lincoln.
Island, October

4,

1S46.

These children all died in youth.
His second marriage was March

Mary

A. Pottinger,

who

SIMEON

IS,

1875, to

survives him.

DAVIS.

B.

born in Ashland
His parents
1836.
(Crawford) Davis,
natives of Ohio. His mother was a daughter
of Colonel Samuel Crawford, an officer in the

Simeon

B.

Dfivis

was

County, Ohio, December

were

War

Amos and

7,

Nancy

of 1812.

Mr. Davis received a

common

school educa-

tion in his native State, and took advantage
of every educational opportunity afforded; and

being a great reader has always kept abreast
of the times. He located in McDonough County,
Illinois, at the age of eighteen, where he soon
engaged in teaching school, and where for
eight years he was one of the most successful
teachers of that county. He then engaged in
farming and stock-raising for a number of
years, shipping stock to the Chicago market.
He still owns a farm in Hire Township, McHe afterwards removed to
Donough County.
Macomb, Illinois, where he engaged in the
monument business. In 1887, he came to
Galesburg, where he has since been the leading
marble and granite merchant of this section of
the State.
Mr. Davis has been a prominent member of
the republican party for many years. In 1880,
he was elected to the Legislature, representing
the counties of Warren and McDonough. At
the regular session of 1881, and the special session of 1882, he was a member of several important committees, and rendered valuable and
Mr. Davis is a pleasing and
efficient service.
Impressive public speaker, and has rendered
valuable service to his party during Presidential campaigns, both before and since coming to
Knox County. Mr. Davis has always taken a

UNT
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interest in the advancement and improvement of the city of Galesburg. He is
now serving his second term as Alderman from
the Third Ward, which is but one of the many
evidences of the respect and confidence of the
people.
He is a prominent member of the Methodist
Episcopal Church, having held official positions
therein for many years, at present being one
He is a member of Veritas
of the Trustees.
Lodge, Independent Order of Odd Fellows; a
member of College City Lodge, Ancient Order
of United Workmen, having served in all the
chairs of these orders.
lively

September 27, 1860, Mr. Davis was married
Artimesa Stambaugh, daughter of Rev.
Stambaugh.
They are the parents of
nine children: Emma; Eva; Margaret; Elsy A.;
Steward A.; Alice J.; Louie May; James E.;
to

Adam
and

Stella, deceased.

LOYAL CASE FIELD.
Loyal Case Field was born in Cornwall, AddiHe
son County, Vermont, February 29, 1824.
was the son of Luman and Abigail (DeLong)
Field.
In early life, the father was a school
teacher, but afterwards devoted himself to farming. He left Vermont in 18.35 and lived in Yates,
Orleans County, New York, for two years. In
May, 1837, he came with his family to Knoxville,
this county, remaining there until October 8,
when he removed to a farm he purchased at
Center Point. Here he resided until his death,
September, 1846. In religion, he was a Baptist;
He was ever regarded
in politics, a republican.
as a worthy and upright citizen.
Loyal's early educational advantages were
He made the best use possible of all
limited.
the opportunities the common school of his native town afforded; but it was in the great
school of experience that he was fitted for the
active and responsible duties of life. While in
school, he manifested a decidedly artistic taste.
He had a fondness for drawing pictures of animals and natural scenery.
Soon after the arrival of the family at Knoxville, Loyal was engaged for four years as a
clerk in the dry goods store of Joseph Gay, of
Henderson. He was also clerk for Mr. Whistler,
of Davenport, Iowa.
After his father's death, he took care of the
farming interest; settled the estate, and farmed
for his mother's family and himself from September, 1846, to January, 1852. He then sold
the home farm and bought Mr. Wiley's stove,
tin. and hardware store in Galesburg, F. M.
Smith being his partner and E. C. Field a silent
partner and bookkeeper. This firm of Field and
Smith continued the hardware business for four
years.
He then became a leading member in
the Frost Manufacturing Company, where he
remained as President until his death. As a
canvasser for jobs or contracts, or as manager
at the office desk, he always manifested a superior talent for business, and was always known
for honesty and fair dealing.
Under his advice and management, the firm
prospered and gained a wide reputation.

^. ^,
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Mr. Field was nt'ver a seeker after oflice.
Nevertheless, by reason of his ability and integrity, his fellow citizens demanded his services.
In 1860-61, he held the office of Alderman, and
in 1S72, he was elected Mayor of the city of
Galesburg.
In religious belief, Mr. Field was orthodox,
although not a member of any church. He was
generous almost to a fault, contributing liberally to all churches where he atteiuled.
In political faith, he was an oulspolcen advocate of the principles of the republican party.
No preferment ever biased his juilgment. He
espoused a cause, because he thought it was
right.

He was married September 13. ISIS, to Clara
Armeda Davison, daughter of Artemas Davison
(who was accidently killed by his son-in-law
while hunting in Henderson Grove. November
1842). To them were born five children:
Frank Smith, born February 24, 18.50, died July
18.50; Edward Loyal, born January 4, 1855,
in New York City; Kate Elnora, born
April 28, 1859, married to Edward Russell
17,
8,

artist

Grant of Cromwell, Iowa; Carrie Luella, born
June 12, 1862, died April 2, 1866; Charles, horn
January 26, 1866, died September 26, 1866. Ed-

ward Loyal was married November

3,

1S90. to

Flora Stark, in London, England.

JOHX HUSTOX FIXLEV.
John Huston

Finley was born at Grand
LaSalle County. Illinois, October 19,
is the son of James Gibson and Lydia
Maynard (McCombs) Finley, both of whom
were natives of Pennsylvania. His father, when
a young man. came West and purchased a tract
of land, then an unbroken prairie, for a farm.
He then returned to Pennsylvania and brought
his family to his new home in LaSalle County.
Ridge,
1863.

He

He was

man

of intelligence and influence and
was prominent in the community in which he
lived.
In church affairs, he took a great interest, and for the common weal, he labored
faithfully.
The mother of John H. was a
remarkable woman. In her domestic relations
and in her social functions, she never failed
to do her dutv.
The history of the ancestry of the Finley
family is brief. They are of Scotch-Irish
descent. By persecutions, they were driven out
of Scotland at an early day and settled in IreThey emigrated to this country about
land.
the year 17.50. A member of one of the branches
of the family became President of Princeton
College. Another was the first minister to
cross the Allegheny Mountains, settling in
Pennsylvania.
From this latter
Western
branch descended Dr. John H. Finley.
Dr. Finley acquired the rudiments of his education in the district school of his native town.
He received also private instruction from the
teacher and from the village minister. He attended the High School at Ottawa for fourteen
months and graduated in 18S1. He then engaged in teaching for Oie Winter of 1881-2. and
a

worked on the farm the following Summer.

In the Kail of KSS2, ho matriculated in Knox
College, remaining there six months. He then
worked on the farm and taught school for the
following Winter. In the Spring of 1884, he returned to Knox College and gra<luated with
high honors in 1SS7. In the Autumn of this
year, he entered Johns Hopkins I'niversity and
took a post-graduate course, remaining until

February, 1889.
Since leaving college. Dr. Finley has had a
most remarkable career. Places of honor and
preferment have been open to him without his
seeking. After leaving college, he was a compositor, for a short time, in the printing office
of Colville Brothers, Galesburg, Illinois.
In
1892, he was unanimously elected President of
Knox College, his Alma Mater, and her Increased patronage under his administration is a
reliable witness of his success.
In a large
measure he was the life and spirit of the college during his Presidency. His work was not
in the class-room, but in the field, lecturing,
raising money, and securing students. He had
the confidence of all, and whatever the undertaking, his hands were uphold by pupil, teacner, and the general public.
Knox College owes
him a debt of gratitude for enlarging her
reputation among sister colleges. His own
reputation spread likewise, and during his term
of service here, he was offered several important positions in other colleges.
He resigned
the presidency of the college in 1899, and is now
engaged in editorial work with McClure and the
Harpers. New York City.
As a scholar. Dr. Finley stands in the front
rank. He has been a thorough student of the
best masters in literature, and is well versed in
the writings of to-day. As a man. he is kind,
gentle, and affable, and exhibits marks of sincerity in every word and act.
He is a stranger
to
the finical graces of the schools, the
studied ornament of speech, and the hollow
verbiage of the charlatan. His marked characteristics are force and decision of character,
accompanied with prudence and discretion. His
manner is commanding, yet urbane; his actions
are politic, yet frank; and his opinions are reserved, yet free. He is a warm supporter of
education, religion, and good morals. His sympathies are inspiring; his charities, free from
ostentation; and his friendship lasting.
His
social qualities, honest heart, and benevolent
disposition give him a power that few men of
his age possess.
His life has been upright; his
dealings just; and he has ever been regardeil
as a most worthy citizen.
In his religious connection Dr. Finley is a

Presbyterian.
publican. He

In

political

faith,

he

is

a re-

was married June 23. 1892. to
Martha Fow Boyden, daughter of Hon. A. W.
Boyden, a banker at Sheffield, Illinois. Mr.
Boyden has been a member of the I>>gislature.
and was one of the one hundred and three that
elected John A. IvOgan to the United States
Senate.
Dr. and Mrs. Finley are the parents of two
Ellen Boyden, born March 10, 1894;
children:

and Margaret Boyden, horn April,

1897.
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FRANCIS

A.

FREER,

A. M.

Francis A. Freer, A. M., son of Abram auci
Freer, was born in Butler,
Pennsylvania, April 6, 1843,
His parents moved to Pittsburg in 1849, and
thence to EUisville, Illinois, in 1857, where they
lived until their decease. Their school advantages were very limited, but they made good use
of the opportunities given. The father possessed an iron will and was not easily turned
aside.
In many of the common branches, he
became a good scholar, especially in history
and mathematics.
Both were devout Christ-

Mary (McKimens)

ians.

His paternal ancestors were "French Huguehis maternal, "Scotch-Irish CovenantBoth came to this country before the
Revolution. What part they took in that great
struggle for human freedom is not known.
Mr. Freer's efforts to obtain an education were
similar to the efforts of many others. In winter,
he attended the public schools, while in summer, he devoted his time to learning the carpenter's trade. This was his life until he was
eighteen years old. In the Spring of 1867, he
entered Hedding College at Abingdon, Illinois,
and graduated in 1871 with the honor of valedictorian of his class. A large portion of his
school expenses was defrayed by himself. The
ripening harvest and the timbered forests offered plenty of work for his hands. The cradling of grain or the hewing of timber was a
work with which he was familiar.
Mr. Freer is fond of natural scenery. His
childhood was spent in school, and when school
duties were over, in searching the fields and
woods tor flowers. No precipice was too high
or dangerous to prevent his scaling it for a rare
specimen
He was fond of all kinds of sports.
He says of himself that his "tastes were always
expensive; means always limited."
leaving
college, he was principal of the
After
Wataga schools for a time, and then for three
years taught in the Henderson schools. During that time he read law with Hon. C. H. Nelson, but was never admitted to the Bar. One
of the most important changes of his life was
the giving up of the profession of teaching,
which had been successfully followed until 1879.
The confinement of the school-room was undermining his health. He then engaged for a time
in the agricultural implement business, and
later in the school book business, as the general agent of Sheldon and Company for the
State of Illinois,
In 1875, he moved from Wataga to Henderson,
and in 1879. to Galesburg, where has been his
home ever since.
In 1861, he went to Peoria to enlist in the
Forty-seventh Illinois Infantry, but failed to
pass on account of his health. In 1862, he enlisted in the Seventieth Illinois Infantry, three
months troops, serving about five months on
guard duty. Again on account of his health,
he was rejected from the three years service,
but in the Spring of 1864, he enlisted in the
One Hundred and Thirty-seventh Illinois Infantry, and was in a hard fight with Forest near
nots;"
ers."

Memphis, August 22, 1864, His regiment lost
in killed and wounded 170 men.
The offices that Mr. Freer has held are not
numerous, but worthy of mention. Both at
Wataga and Henderson, he was elected Village
Trustee on the temperance ticket, the issue being license or no license elected Justice of the
Peace in Henderson Township on the republican

—

—

ticket in 1S77, resigning the office in 1879 is a
member of the James T. Shields Post, No. 45,
Department of Illinois, G, A, R, was elected
commander of the same in 1890 was appointed
Postmaster of Galesburg by President Harri-

—

—

again appointed by President McKinley,
office he now holds.
He was elected Sergeant at Arms of the 34th General Assembly of
Illinois in 1885.
He is also a member of the
Council of Administration, Department of Illinois G. A. R., having been elected in May, 1899.
Mr. Freer has taken an active part in every
public enterprise for the upbuilding of Galesburg during the past twenty years.
He has been connected with the following
The Good Templars, Sons of TemSocieties:
perance, Temple of Honor, A. O. U. W., Masons
son;

which

and Odd Fellows, and the

G. A. R. and U. V. U.
In religious faith, Mr. Freer affiliates with the
Presbyterians, although he is not a member of
any church.
In political faith, he is an uncompromising republican. In every campaign, by his eloquent
speech, hard work and contributions, he has
done much for the success of republican principles.

He was united In marriage December, 1871, to
Jennie E. Christy, who was educated at Hedding College, To them were born five children,
Elizabeth Irene. Howard Abram, Charles Fran
Elizabeth
cis, Mary AL1a, and Morton Christy.
is a graduate of Knox College, Alda is a student
in Knox Conservatory of Music, Morton is a student at Lombard University, and Howard and
Charles are engaged in business. Morton served
in Company C, Sixth Illinois Volunteer Infantry during the Spanish American War, receiving
special mention in his honorable discharge,

THOMAS

(iOLl)

FROST.

Thomas Gold Frost was an exceptional man.
Possessed of strong native powers and imbued
with a high moral purpose and a sense of duty
and right, he wrote his name high on the roll
of fame among the great and good of earth. He
was born in Whitesboro, Oneida County. New
York, May 4, 1821.
John Frost, the father of Thomas G., was a
prominent Presbyterian clergyman. He was a
superior scholar and a graduate of Middlebury
College, Vermont. It is said that at his examination, he recited the Latin grammar entire.
He
was pastor of a church in Whitesboro for
nearly twenty years, and was "an earnest advocate of temperance reform and a wise and priident actor in the anti-slavery agitation of his
day." He was afterwards called to take charge
of a Presbyterian church in Elmira, New York,
and it was at an abolitionist meeting here, that
a mob gathered and hurled missiles of various
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kinds at the speakers and others. Mr. Frost,
with his friends, escaped unharmed. He was a
particular friend of the Rev. George W. Gale,
tor whom Galesburg was named, and had many
interviews with him in relation to Knox College
and the colony enterprise. He furthered the
project in every way possible, and even purchased land in Galesburg as an aid in carrying
out the plan.
Thomas G. Frost s mother was Harriet Lavinia Gold, daughter of Hon. Thomas Ruggies
Gold, a native of Connecticut and a brilliant
lawyer. At an early day he removed to Whitesboro.
He was chosen State Senator for two
terms, and for two terms represented his disThe daughter partook of the
trict in Congress.
brilliancy of intellect and keenness of wit of
her father, and by her dignity of carriage, pleasing manners, and beauty of person, she became
a reigning belle in Washington during her

temporary residence there.
Such was the parentage of Thomas G. Frost,
and such were the sterling qualities that flowed
down the stream of descent to the son. The
spirit of the boy did not suffer these qualities
to lie dormant.
They were burnished and
brightened by the instruction at the paternal
fireside, by the lessons learned in the common
schools, and by the lectures in college. It was
in the public schools of his native town and in
father's

Elmira. New York, that he received his elementary education. Not satisfied with a little learning, and being thoroughly prepared, he matriculated in Hamilton College, Clinton, New York,
and graduated in 1S43, with the highest honors.
One of his professors said of him, that he, "has
the finest legal mind I have met with in my
years of instruction of young men."
Soon after graduation, he read law in the

Stryker and Comstock, at Rome. New
York, and was admitted to the Bar in 1S4C. Immediately, he began to practice there, continuing for twelve years. He then removed to
Galesburg, Illinois, where he practiced fifteen
years.
His nfxt move was to Chicago, where
he practiced ten years. In every place where he
practiced, whether at Rome. Galesburg. or Chicago, he won distinction and fame.
As a lawyer, he was a model. No one ever
dared to criticise his methods or his speech.
For assiduity and untiring energy in his labors,
he had no superior. He had quick perceptions,
a sound judgment, and a useful fund of intelligence, which enabled him to see readily the
scope and bearings of every case. Business of
great importance was intrusted to him on
account of his reliability and faithfulness. His
briefs were without flaws, and in conciseness,
were models. His speeches at court were never
harangues, but they were full of candor and
His oratory was the eloquence of truth,
facts.
A jiulge once said of him:
justice, and right.
"No man was better able to instruct the Court
at this Bar than he."
As a man and citizen, he stood before the
world unsullied. His private character was as
pure as his public career. He was kind in spirit,
loving in his family relations, and sympathetic
office of

COrN'I'V.
towards all. Malice was a stranger to his heart,
envy was not cherished, and his broad catholic
feelings threw a mantle of charity over the
foibles and short-comings of his fellow beings.
His soul-cheering words dispelled the dark
clouds of despair and his enlivening spirit w.is
a sunray of hope. He was a man of sterling
qualities, of lofty aims, a devout Christian, and
walked and lived on a high plane of moral
rectitude.

Mr. Frost was not an office seeker. At President Grant's second nomination, he was chosen
one of the Presidential electors. He took an
active part in the removal of the county seat
from Knoxville to Galesburg. Early he was a
champion in the temperance cause, and a member of temperance organizations in the East and
West. For some time, he was President of the
Knox County Bible Society. He was an elder
in the Presbyterian Church at Galesburg for
twelve years, and in Evanston eight years.
While in Hamilton College, he was a member
He united
of the Alpha Delta Phi fraternity.
with the Presbyterian Church when only eleven
years of age.
October 7, 1858, the time of the famous
"Lincoln and Douglas" debate at Galesburg, he
made the address of welcome to Abraham
He assisted Dr. Noyes, of Evanston,
Lincoln.
Illinois, in his conduct of the memorable case
of the Chicago Presbytery vs. Professor David
who
was cleared of the charge of heresy.
Swing,
Politically, he was an abolitionist, having
espoused the cause of the oppressed colored man
in early life. He cast his first vote for the abolHe was delegate to the Froe-Soil
ition ticket.
Convention at Buffalo, when that party was
organized. Afterwards, he voted the republican
ticket.

Mr. Frost was married November 18. 1847, at
Rome, New York, to Elizabeth Anna Bancroft,
daughter of Judge Edward Bancroft, of Martinsbury. New York, one of the first settlers of that
He removed from Westfield, Massachusetts early in the nineteenth century. He
was a strong man intellectually, enterprising
and of high moral worth.
Mr. and Mrs. Frost were the parents of five
.John Edward, who lives in Topeka.
children:
section.

Kansas, and who, for many years, has been
connected with the Atchison, Topeka and Santa
Fe Railroad, as Land Commissioner; Louisa;
living
in
Galesburg;
Bancroft,
Elizabeth
Thomas Gold Frost, lawyer in New York: and
a daughter dying in infancy.
Mr. Frost died near Springer, New Mexico,
December 22. 1880. at the age of sixty-nine.
Rev. George Washington Gale, clergyman,
educator and philanthropist, was born at Stanford, Dutchess County. New York, on December
His grandparents, .loseph and Rebecca
1789.
:3.
(Closson) f!ale, were emigrants from Yorkshire.
England, and settled at Stamford. Connecticut.
They were the parents of six sons and one
daughter. Of these, .lohn, the eldest, married
Sarah, a sister of General Waterbury. of Stam-
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ford, Connecticut,
ter,

Sarah,

and died

married

His daughOlmstead. and

at sea.

Hezelciah

was the mother
Ferris. Another

of Sally, the wife of Silvanus
son, Josiah, was the father of
the eminent founder of Galesburg. He was the
husband of Rachel Mead, whose father, Timothy, moved from Connecticut to Dutchess
County, New York, and from there to Mead's
Mills, Vermont, where, with his brothers, he
took up his residence before the Revolution.
His wife was a cousin of Mary Mead, the
mother of Silvanus Ferris. Josiah Gale was a
man of muscular frame and remarkable
strength, while his son, George W., was slightly
built, although of graceful carriage and com-

manding presence. He served during the
French and Indian War in the army in northern New York, participating in the battles of
Ticonderoga, Oswego and Fort Stanwix.
In
the Revolutionary struggle, he was with the
militia at the battle of White Plains, but his
principal service was as the head of a vigilance
committee to look after the Tories, who, in that
region, were numerous and troublesome.
He
was of a generous disposition, and became one
of the Galesburg colonists, being elected a Justice of the Peace in the new settlement.
George W. Gale was left an orphan when only
eight years old, but was affectionately cared for
by his sisters, of whom he had eight, married to
substantial farmers in the neighborhood of
their old home. As he grew older, however, he
became conscious that the life of a farmer's
boy would not satisfy his aspirations, and he
determined to acquire a higher education. As
soon as qualified, he alternated his attendance
at school with the duties of the pedagogue, and
by these means, with close application to study
at home, he prepared himself for entering the
Sophomore

class at

Union College.

For a time,

he had a tutor, John Frost, of Middlebury, Vermont, who afterwards became pastor of the
Presbyterian Church at Whitesboro, New York,
and was his counsellor and coadjutor in all his
enterprises in after life.
After graduating from Union, Mr. Gale entered Princeton Theological Seminary, but so
impaired his health by over-study that he was
compelled to leave the institution before the
completion of his course.
He was, however,
licensed to preach by the Hudson (New York)
Presbytery, in 1S16.
For a few years he
preached to small, newly formed congregations
in Dutchess and Putnam counties, being also
employed as a missionary among the new settlements in Jefferson and Oswego counties, and
for a time supplying a pulpit in Green County.
His health partially restored, he returned to
Princeton and completed his course in 1S19.
From the many calls to a pastorate which he
received, he accepted one from the church at
Adams, Jefferson County, New York; and. riding thither from Princeton on horseback, he
entered upon a new field of duty. Within five
years his health again failed him, and. resigning his charge, he went South, to seek the
benefit to be obtained through a change of
climate. A winter in Virginia proved so bene'

that he returned North; yet did not dare
resume his ministerial duties. Accordingly
he secured a residence, with a small farm attached, in the pretty village of Western, Oneida
County, New York.
At that time an educated ministry seemed to
be a vital need of the Presbyterian Church, a
fact which few men within that communion
To his
felt more keenly than did Mr. Gale.
trained and reflective mind, the problem presented itself, how to enlist young men of piety
and talent, and afford them proper training?
His own experience had shown him students
discouraged for want of means, abandoning
their studies to earn money which was indispensable for their prosecution, and undermining their health by an intense effort to make
up the time thus lost. Most of them were accustomed to the outdoor life of a farm, with
physical exercise, and it occurred to him that
if each student were given, each day, a sufficient amount of such work to relieve the mental
strain inseparable from hard study, and at the
same time to aid in defraying the expense necessary to his education, better results might be
obtained.
He tried an experiment. He took
into his family a half dozen young men, to
whom he furnished books and gave instruction
in consideration of three hours'
daily work
upon his farm. Out of this project was developed the Oneida Institute, at Whitesboro,
New York, which was founded mainly through
his efforts.
He personally solicited the funds
necessary for the purchase of a farm and the
ficial

to

erection

of

buildings.

Instructors

of

ability

and repute were secured, dormitories and shops
built, a college curriculum adopted, and the
project fairly launched.
Three hours' daily
labor on the farm paid for room rent and
board; work in the shops was paid what it
might be worth. The Institute was soon filled
with students, and the pervading atmosphere
was intensely religious, while strong temperance and anti-slavery sentiments were developed. From 1827 to 1834 Mr. Gale remained
its head, but in the latter year he retired
to enter upon the formation of the Galesburg Colony and the founding
of Knox College. For a detailed account of his
efforts in this direction and the success wiih
which they were crowned, the reader is referred
to the articles entitled Galesburg and Knox
College.
He first visited the site of the city named in
his honor in 1836, when he devoted considerable
time to looking into the affairs of the colony and
making ready a home for his family, whom he
brought out later, returning to Whitesboro to
accompany them. Their journey to their new
home occupied six weeks, and was accomplished by canal to Buffalo, by lake to Detroit,
and by wagon to the cabin in which they were
Finding this filled with sufferers
to reside.
from an unfortunate canal boat expedition (see

at

from the management

"A Canal Boat Journey"), he found quarters
and seven children in the already
crowded cabins of helpful, sympathetic neighbors, and put up another cabin for the winter
for his wife
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from green logs. In the spring he built another
and better one at what is now the corner of
Seminary and Grove streets, and four years
later erected a bouse, yet standing, at the cor-

ner of North and Cherry streets.
From its founding until his death, which occurred September 13, 1S61, Mr. Gale was prominent in the management of Knox College,
serving as trustee all the time, and as a Pro1S56.
He was also active
church, and for several
of the First Presbyterian,
in Galesburg. besides devoting much time to the establishment of other
churches, in the surrounding country. In 1857,
he was smitten with a paralytic stroke, but was
gradually regaining his strength until, within
six months before his death, he began to
weaken. Gangrene finally set in, causing his
death within a few days after its appearance.
The following tribute to his memory was
paid by Rev. Dr. Boardman. of Philadelphia.
an eminent Presbyterian divine, who knew him
"His intellect was strong, clear, acute,
well:
penetrating, active, well furnished and well disHis judgment of men and things was
ciplined.
sound, his hopefulness large, his faith confiding, his will resolute, his fortitude unshrinking,
and his courage unfaltering. His piety was a
governing principle, a part of his very being,
and controlling his plans, his labors, his comHis works praise him, and
forts and his purse.
his memory will long be fresh and fragrant In

fessor from 1S41 until
in the affairs of the
years filled the pulpit
long the only church

the church.'
Mr. Gale was three times married. His first
wife was Harriet Selden, a daughter of Hon.
Charles Selden and Abigail Jones, his wife, to
whom he was united at Troy, New York, in 1820.

She was delicately reared, and a young girl at
the time of her marriage. The income from
her small fortune enabled him to prosecute his
plans for doing good, and she cheerfully followed his fortunes; if not with enthusiasm, at
In 1S41. a year after
least without complaint.
her death, he married Mrs. Esther Coon, a
daughter of Daniel Williams, at Galesburg; and
was
joined in 1844 to
demise
he
after her
Lucy Merriam, at New Haven. Connecticut. He
was the father of seven sons and three daughWilliam Selden. born in 1822. and now
ters;
living at Galesburg; Harriet Yonvet, born in
1823; George, born in lS2fi. and died in 1872;
Josiah. born in 1S27, and died in 1863; Mary
Elizabeth born in 1829. and now the widow of
Rev. Edwin L. Hurd. D. D.; Margaret, born in
1831, who became the wife of Professor Henry
E. Hitchcock, of Knox College and the Nebraska State University; Charles Selden, born
in 1835 and died in 1836; Joseph Dudley, the
first male white child born within the present
limits of Galesburg. born in 1837 and died in
1856; Roger and Henry Williams, both of whom
died the year of their birth, the former in 1840
and the latter in 1842.

—

WILLI.VM SELDEN

—

(J.VLE.

William Selden Gale is a fine type of the best
American citizen. A New Yorker by birth, a

New

Englander in characteristics, he brought
to the West in early life the ideas so peculiar
to that part of our country, that all government,
to be worthy of the support and loyalty of the
people, must rest upon a pure and efficient administration of local affairs. As society at large
rests upon the family, so the State and Nation
must rest upon the' township unit. Honesty,
efficiency, and economy in the conduct of local
interests will as surely reappear in the administration of the State and Nation as will morality
and all the tender sympathies of a human
brotherhood be found in a state of society,
where the sacredness of family ties and obligations are observed with the sincerity of a religious conviction.
All through Mr. Gale's life, prominent and
above all other considerations, this principle has
been manifested; and when called to look after
interests extending beyond the purely local, and
touching the State at large, the influence which
his measures might have upon local affairs were
still uppermost in his mind. If Mr. Gale has had
ambition to work in larger fields (and doubtless
he has, for he has been eminently fitted for
such service), such ambitions have always been
subordinated, not only to a feeling of obligation
to perform the local duties that are ever pressing

upon a competent man

in

any community, but

also to a feeling of distaste to an active political
life; for not one of the many positions of trust
and honor which Mr. Gale has held was he ever
an active candidate, until made so by his friends.
In all his relationships to his fellow citizens,
his bearing has been cordial, his criticisms not
harsh, but based upon a sound Judgment, an'd,
therefore, never used to feed a vindictive spirit.

He stands then a man to whom every young
person may look as a specimen of a typical,
highminded citizen.
He was liorn February

15th, 1822, at Adams,
New York, where his father,
Washington Gale, afterwards
Galesburg, Illinois, was then Presbyterian

Jefferson County,
the Rev. George
of

His mother, daughter of Hon. Charles Selden,

was born at Lansingburg. New York, in 1800,
and was married to Rev. Mr. Gale at Troy. New
York, in 1820.
Charles Selden was born at Lyme. ConnectiHe graduated from^ Yale in 1777. in the
presence of General Washington, from whom
he received, with others of his class, a commission on graduation day, and entered the army.
He was made Captain and served until a year
He became a merchant, was
after the war.
State Senator, and a member of the State Board
of Regents of the I'niversity.
Col. Samuel Selden. father of Charles, commanded a Connecticut regiment, was in New
York at the time of the battle of Long Island,
and was left behind sick when the .\mericans
evacuated and the English entered the city.
He died a prisoner. Thomas Selden and Richard Ely. ancestors of Charles Selden. came to
I^yme. Connecticut, about 1836. where some of
their descendants still reside.
Mr. Gale was married in 1845 to Caroline
cut.
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Eliza, daughter of Silvanus Western F'erris, and
granddaughter of Silvanus Ferris, who was so
prominent in the formation of the Galesburg

colony.

There were eight children boi-n to Mr. and
Mrs. Gale; William Selden, George Washington,
Charles Selden, Caroline. Harriet, Joseph Dudley, Josiah, and John.
William S.; George W.;
Caroline, the wife of J. Gibson Lowrie, D. D.;
and Harriet, are now living. Josiah died in
1889, and was at that time Clerk of the Circuit
Court of this county. The other three sons died
young. Though not a college graduate, Mr.
Gale's education has been a liberal one. H'e was
fourteen years old when he left New York for
Illinois.
At that time he was prepared for college, but was considered too young to enter.
A
plan for home study was begun with the expectation of entering college later, but in an advanced class. Systematic study, however, was
gradually dropped on account of some business
cares and the desire for an active life incident
to a new and hopeful country.
Having a phenomenal memory, and great powers of analysis
and application, the habit of reading history,
political economy, and other subjects of like
practical interest to the citizen, made him one
of the most liberally educated men of this

community.

Tempting opportunities for useful and profitable vocations presented themselves. That of
merchant and general trader at first seemed
most attractive. His eighteenth and nineteenth years were years of education in
that capacity,
while
in
the
employ
of
Colonel Herman Knox and James Knox,
brothers in business at Knoxville, and of Ralph
H. Hulburt, of Mt. Sterling. He became interested in real estate and other property, however, which turned his attention to the law. He
was admitted to the Bar in 1S46. Without the
usual waiting for practice, so universal with
young attorneys, his business and certain duties
of citizenship absorbed all his time. His knowledge of the law was of great service to him in

what was afterwards his life work.
Another preparatory experiment was the
of "The Newsletter." a paper published with the assistance of Dr. James Bunce
and George C. Lanphere. It may be said that

management

here Mr. Gale began his efforts to make Galesburg a railroad center.
Railways at that time were thought to be
principally useful for overland transportation,
connecting lake with lake and river with river,
the waterway being still considered means of
traffic.
The
Peoria
and
Oquawka,
the
Rock
Island
and
Peoria,
the
Illinois
Central,
the
Northern
Cross
(Galesburg
to
Quincy),
the
Michigan
Central,
and
Michigan Southern roads were all figuring
for Illinois business. Knoxville and Monmouth
both seemed to lead Galesburg in the chances
of railroad connections: Galesburg was, therefore, greatly discouraged.
It came
to the
knowledge of Mr. Gale that the managers of the
Michigan Southern road were about to undertake the extension of the Rock Island and Peo-

It was supposed that this line
would come Within thirty miles of Galesburg.

ria to Chicago.

Mr. Gale at once called attention to these facts
A great stir was made, commitin an editorial.
tees were appointed to confer with Chicago and
Eastern parties, and everything looked favorable for the construction of a branch to connect
with this road. Galesburg people obtained a
charter for this branch, which was to be known
as the Central Military Tract Railroad. The
Peoria
people
Rock Island and
agreed
take up its construction, but were, as it
proved, a little too slow. The Michigan Central Railroad Company was about to extend
the Chicago and Aurora line to connect
with the Illinois Central at Mendota.
Mr.
Gale saw the advantage of this line at once,
and the negotiations begun with the same parties to take up the Central Military Tract road
were entirely successful. A direct line to Chicago, through Mendota and Aurora, was thus
secured, and, as predicted by Mr, Gale, the
Peoria and Oquawka and the Northern Cross
came to Galesburg to make their Chicago connections. These roads now constitute an important portion of the splendid "Burlington"
system. A large part of Mr. Gale's time was
freely given to this enterprise, the wisdom of
which is fully demonstrated by the great, intelligent, and prosperous communities that have
grown up along its lines. With the completion
of this railroad, "The Newsletter" was transferred to other parties, to the great relief,
though substantial pecuniary loss, of the edto

itor.

The public offices held by Mr. Gale comprise
almost everything of a local character, as well
as certain positions of more general jurisdiction.
From 1SI9 to 1853 he was Postmaster of Galesburg; 1853 to 1895, with the exception of five
years. Supervisor of Knox County; 1871 to ISS2,
and 1891 to 1895, Alderman of the City of Galesburg; 1861 to the present time. Trustee of Knox
College; Member of the State Constitutional
Convention, 1802; Member of the State Legislature, 1869; Member of the State Revenue Commission, 1885 and 1886; Trustee of the Illinois
Western Hospital for the Insane, 1895 to lS97;
Presidential Elector, 1872. In 1853 he was nominated for County Judge during his absence
from home. He did not desire the oflBce. made
no canvass, and was defeated.
He was a member of the whig party, and attended, as a delegate, most of its conventions
until its dissolution, and then joined the republican party.
He has been in State and National
Conventions, and supported the candidates,
though sometimes doubting, and even regretting, the policy.

Mr. Gale

is entitled to a brief consideration of
more important public work, as it will serve
bring out more clearly his natural mental
tendencies and power of analysis of public ques-

his
to

tions.

The Constitutional Convention of 1862 consisted of as many delegates as there were members of the Legislature, and they were elected
from the same

districts.

No reapportionment

^Tt^^^-C^c.^

K\()X CJOUNTV.
had been made tor twenty years.

Representation was. therefore, very unjust to the republicans in the northern portions of the State,
which had in the meantime become very populous.
Union conventions to nominate delegates
were held in many counties. Knox among them,
and the result was only thirteen republican
members in the convention. It contained many
able men. and among the democrats were many
strong Southern sympathizers. What, then,
should be the attitude of Illinois in case the
Union shojild be broken up, was a serious question to many, and the authority of the convention to declare it was urged.
The influence of
Douglas and Logan, together with Union victories. Anally put discussions of this character
aside, and the convention settled down to more
legitimate work. Mr. Gale, though one of the
very small minority, secured the adoption of a
plan, giving county Boards, under certain conditions, power to submit to a vote of the people
questions as to removal of county seats, the object being to take such questions out of politics.
Knox County was then divided into factions on
this subject, and at a decided disadvantage in
every district and State convention. The proposition was dropped on final revision, through
fear that it might cost the constitution votes in
some localities. In the work of apportionment.
Gale was successful, having his own way as to
He had been placed on the
his own locality.
judicial and congressional apportionment committees, and the work of congressional apportionment was mainly done by Mr. Gale, and
Lewis W. Ross, of Fulton County. The constitution failed before the people, owing to prejudice created by the unfortunate character of its
opening provisions.
In the Revenue Commission of 1883-6, Mr.
Gale again displayed his knowledge of the

m

every department of local adminisdetails
tration. His appointment was made at the earnest solicitation of every member of the Knox
County Board of Supervisors, the county oflicers, and the City Council of Galesburg, besides
others equally prominent in matters of the
public welfare all of whom knew of his
thorough fitness for such an important work.
The commission was composed of twelve memThe Hon.
bers, six from each political party.
Milton Hay, one of the most eminent attorneys
of the State was chairman. The assessment of
property in the State had developed into a contest between the assessors, to see which could
so assess as to obtain the most relief tor his
township or county, in the payment of State
taxes.
The Commission saw that this contest

—

was unavoidable, unless the State taxes were
assessed and collected in an entirely different

The Commission
all local taxes.
plan, therefore, struck at the root of the diffiIt was opposed by interests directly affected by the proposed changes, and so the
work came to naught. No member of the Commission left plainer marks than Mr. Gale. The
work was mostly done in committee of the

manner from

culty.

whole when he was chairman.
In 1868, the people of Galesburg decided,

if

possible, to secure Hie passage of a lilll. submitting to a vote, the removal of the county seat
from Knoxville to Galesburg. They put forward
Mr. Gale as their candidate for the l..egislature,

and he received the nomination. The democrats
nominated Alfred M. Craig. The county seat
question figured largely in the issue, but Mr.
Gale was elected. Mr. Gale was made chairman
of the committee on penitentiaries and was
also placed on the railroad committee.
The
county seat bill was presented and passed after
a hard struggle. This was the last session of
the Legislature permitting special legislation.
Ever.v member was, in consequence, very active.
Mr. Gale had about thirty bills and succeeded
in getting them all passed.
Mr. Gale's interest
in local affairs began when, as a boy, he listened
to the plans of the founders of Galesburg before
they left New York, to find the spot whereon
was to be built the college and around which
the village and future beautiful city was to

grow.

The plan worked out by the Rev. George W.
Gale, and in which Mr. Selden was so much interested, has been substantially followed.
The
first city charter of Galesburg was drafted by
Mr. Gale. Geo. C. Lanphere and Oliver S. Pitcher.
Mr. Gale declined a place in the council at that
time, and afterwards until 1871. when he was
elected without opposition.
He remained in the
council until 1882. and had an opposing candidate but once during that time. He was chairman of the finance committee during his entire
service as Alderman. In the first period of his
service he refunded the city debt on terms
especially advantageous to the taxpayers, and

which

were thought impracticable by local
bankers. He negotiated the purchase of the City
Park, and the year after the close of his second
period of service, from 1891 to 1895, he was
chairman of the committee to revise the city

Township orgpiiizatidii wms
County in IS.'.:;. 'V\,r liist im
to this Mr. Gale w:is rl.i

:iilciiited

\,;iis

in

Knox

subsequent

visor without
opposition. The lii.st liv.- yr^ns In- was the sole
representative from Galcsliurg; then two repret.-.l

Sii|>'i

sentatives were allowed. At the beginning there
were still the remnants of an early prejudice
against Galesburg, as a Yankee, Presbyterian,
Abolitionist settlement. The town was increasing rapidly, and large bills were necessarily presented to the county for the support of the
Galesburg poor, the poor being entirely a county
charge at that time. Moreover, the rapid growth
of Galesburg was exciting the suspicions of the
people that .sooner or later a successful effort
would be made to remove the county seat from
Knoxville to Galesburg. This feeling was shared
by a majority of the county Board. .Mr. Gale
exerted more influence in the Board than any
other man, and many of the representatives
were accused by their constituents of allowing
themselves to be hoodwinked by him.
The
simple fact, however, was. that coupled with his
ability were a thorough knowledge of the situation and a spirit of perfect fairness ami justice,
and to be associated with him in the transaction

KNOX COUNTY.
of the county business, enabled all to see the
justness of his propositions and the sincerity
of his purpose. In 1863, he was not re-elected.
In 1865, his services were again demanded, and
he was returned with H. R. Sanderson as an
able associate. Galesburg was soon restored to

her proper degree of influence. Prom this time
until 1878, when the question of locating the
county seat at Galesburg was finally settled, Mr.
Gale had the care of many important measures.
He secured an order of the county Board dividing the town of Galesburg, drawing the division
line in such a way that it made two towns, each
entitled to two supervisors, thus increasing the
representation of Galesburg by two members.
Later he drew a bill, which passed the Legislature, dividing the City of Galesburg from the
to.wnship, allowing the city representation in
proportion to the population. This gave Galesburg six representatives in the county Board.
This bill possessed one entirely new feature.
It gave the city a township, as well as city,
government. He devised the present mode of
caring for the poor, dividing the responsibility
between township and county, which has been
so satisfactory.
The elegant three-story court house, completed in January, 1887, was mainly planned by
Mr. Gale, the architect taking the floor plan entire as submitted by him.
He was chairman of
the building committee during the entire time
of the court house construction.
His part in
determining the plan tor the jail and letting the
contracts for construction, was practically the
same. The same may be said of the construction of the first insane annex to the Alms
House, although he did not remain in the Board
until the building was completed.
Limited space prevents the enumeration of
all that Mr. Gale has done for this community;
to repeat here what his opponents have said
in his praise would appear fulsome in the extreme. One thing, however, his friends have
seriously regretted, that he ever allowed himself to be drawn from the profession of the
law; for they feel that when the conclusion
was reached, that his work lay along other
lines, this county lost its opportunity of furnishing to the State one of its foremost attorneys. Mr. Gale is still in active life, attending
to his large farming interests in Knox and Warren counties.
A. J. PERRY.

OEOROE CANDEE (iALE.
George Candee Gale was born at Galesburg,
July 12, 1873.
His father, George
Washington Gale, a son of William Selden
Gale, was also born at Galesburg. and his
mother, Frances Candee, was born at La
Fayette. Indiana. His father has always followed the occupation of farmer, and is a leading citizen in his community. His mother, like
Illinois,

his paternal ancestors, was of Presbyterian
stock and was the daughter of an Old School
Presbyterian minister. Young Gale, therefore,
very
naturally,
entered
the
Presbyterian

Church.

The

mental

qualities

and

ten-

which children inherit are quite
them in the selection of the
organized groups of thought to which they attach themselves; and so it often happens that
an examination of a person's associates, indilikely to control

vidual and collective, will disclose traits of
character in such person which at first would
not otherwise be discerned. This rule applieO
to George C. Gale would indicate that, Presbyterian like, he is a man who would insist upon
a great deal of individual liberty in matters of
opinion; that he would claim his rig^t to feed
in every corner of the civil and religious pastures, but that he cheerfully submits to be
restrained by the fence erected on established
lines.
This somewhat uncouth illustration represents to the author of this sketch the character of Mr. Gale. From a long line of ancestors he has drawn these traits, and in whatever enterprise he may engage; wherever his
services may be enlisted, we may expect to find
his own personality, his own conscience, and
not an imitation of anybody.
Mr. Gale has had a liberal education, judged
from almost any standpoint. He attended the
Galesburg public schools including one year in
the
High School.
Two years in Knox
Academy admitted him to Knox College,
from which he graduated, after four years"
study, with first honors, receiving the degree of
Bachelor of Arts in 1893. He received the degree of Master of Arts from the same institution in 1895 and delivered the Master's Oration
in 1896.

Naturally Mr. Gale turned to the study of the
law. No other profession offers such opportunities for the full exercise of his abilities and
natural traits of character. He studied one
year in the office of Messrs. Williams, Lawrence and Welsh; one year in the University
of Wisconsin, and one year in the New York
Law School. He won the first prize, $150.00,
upon the thesis "Ultra Vires," in a contest
open to all graduating members of the school,
and was given the degree of Bachelor of Laws
in 1S96.
He was admitted to the Bar of Wisconsin in May, 1895, and Illinois in 1896.
Mr. Gale's boyhood was spent on the farm.
can almost imagine, however, that his
fondness for reading and study, and an irrepressible desire to take part in the somewhat
more stirring phases of life, interfered, somewhat with his usefulness as a farm boy.
He is at preseut engaged in the practice of
law, a profession with which he is deeply in
love, and is associated with Mr. Wilfred Arnold.
If ability, honesty, and hard study combined
will count for anything in the race for success,
we may confidently expect to see some very
important cases entrusted to his management
before he is very old. In national politics he
is a republican; in city affairs he is an independent. He has always resided in Galesburg,
except when attending law school. A more
extended genealogy of Mr. Gale may be seen
by consulting the sketch of his grandfather,
William Selden Gale, in this volume.
A. J. PERRY.
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Henry Gardt is a native of Germany, and was
born in Zornheim, June 10, 1852. His father
was Peter Gardt, whose occupation was that of
wagon and carriage maker. His mother was
Agnes Knusman. His grandfather participated
in the early French wars.
His paternal uncle
has held the office of Burgomaster of Zornheim
a

for thirty years.

Henry Gardt received a thorough common
school education in Germany, where superior
training of the mind is the rule, .not the exception.
He became well instructed in those
branches which especially fitted him for the active business of life. In IStJS. when only a youth
of sixteen years, he came to Galesburg, where
he has resided ever since. He first found employment with Charles Brechwald in the liquor
business, where he remained for eleven years.
He then formed a copartnership with Solomon
Frolich and L. Nirdlinger in the same business,
which firm still continues. In ISSS. this company purchased the Union Hotel at Galesburg.
making it by their excellent management one ot
the best hotels in the State. It has a fine reputation far and wide, and became a pleasant resort,
especially for traveling men.
In the Spring of
1899. they rented the hotel of George J. Mills.
All this time they were engaged in the wholesale liquor business, and have made a financial
success in all their transactions.
In 1S90. they organized a .ioint stock company and built the Auditorium, which was
put. and is still, under the management of Mr.
Gardt.
Mr. Gardt has always shown himself as a
public spirited man. The various industries and
improvements of the city of his adoption he has
always favored, and has given liberally of his
means. He is kind in disposition, agreeable in
manners, and has the ability to establish
friendly relations towards his associates.
He
served, with credit, as Alderman, the citizens
of his ward in 1884-5, being elected on the republican ticket. For a term of two years, he
held the ofl^ce of Park Commissioner. The two
public enterprises to which he has given special
attention are the founding of the .Auditorium
and the establishment of the Williams Race
Track. He is a member of several secret societies, among which are the following: Masons,
Odd Fellows. .Cnights of Pythias. Royal Arcanum, and the Shrine of Medinah (Chicago).
He has traveled quite extensively in this
country, visiting many States. In 1897. he made
a tour of Europe, sojourning for a time in the
land of his birth. In politics, he is an active
republican, working always for his party's success.

Mr. Gardt was married May 18. 1876. to Barbara Glaeser. To these parents have been born
three children. Two are deceased and one boy
is living, Chauncey.

MARY ELLEN

(FERRIS) <iETTEMY.

Mary Ellen (P>rris) Gettemy. was born in
Galesburg. Illinois, .July 8, 1839. She is the

CO
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daughter of William Mead and Mary iCrandall)
Ferris, who were married March 3U, 1S3U, in
Norway, Herkimer County, New York, and resided there until they came to Galesburg with
the colony, in July, 1837. Their journey was
long and tedious. Their means of conveyance
was the usual covered wagon with all paraphernalia that seemed needful to these settlers in a
new country. Both the father and the mother
Their
had strongly marked characteristics.
strong wills and their unyielding disposition to

overcome
pioneer

difficulties

life.

The

them especially for
ten years they lived at

fitted

first

Henderson Grove, where Mr.

F'erris

owned and

superintended a mill. They moved to the old
Ferris homestead in Galesburg. in August, 1847,
lived and died, and the mother
living at the advanced age of eighty-nine
the sole survivor of the colony that

where the father
is still

(1899),

founded Galesburg.
Silvanus W. Ferris, Mrs. Gettemy's grandfather, was one of a committee of four to select
Here
a site for Galesburg and Knox College.
he removed with his family and lived the remainder of his days. He took an active interest
in the prosperity and growth of the town, and
in establishing Knox College, of which he was
a trustee until his death.
Mrs. Gettemy's childhood was passed at home
under the surveillance of her parents. There
was scarcely a book at her command, and the
day of daily newspapers had not dawned in
Galesburg. P'ox's Book of Martyrs was the only
illustrated book which the home afforded, and
the scenes there pictured were stamped indelibly

upon her mind.

Her early advantages for education were the
best the times afforded. She first attended a
private school and afterwards entered the public
schools. With this preparatory training she became a student in Knox Academy, and enjoyed
In Januthe instruction ot superior teachers.
ary, 1854, she entered Knox College and graduated with distinction in 1857.
was
spent
leaving
college
The first year after
in the study of music and French. In the Spring
of 1858 she" taught the children of the neighborhood, and in April, 1859, she went from home to
teach in the schools of Henderson County. Afterwards she became a teaiher in Knox Academy, and in the High Schools of Canton. Kewanee. and Freeport.
September 21,
Gettemy.

18B5.

Hood

she was married to Robert

They

lived

in

Monmouth,

removal to Chicago, in May,
18G7. where Mr. Gettemy was engaged in thfe
lumber business. In 18(;9 fire destroyed the accumulation of years, blackening his prospects
His health becoming impaired,
for the future.
thev returned to Monmouth in November. 1873.
In April, 1875, Mr. Gettemy returned to Chicago;
but his physical condition gave no promise for
permanent business pursuits, and Mrs. Gettemy
again entered the schoolroom as a teacher, and
took the principa'ship of the High School In
Galesburg in place of Mrs. McCall. who was
compelled to be absent on account of illness. In
1876 she was elected principal of Galesburg High
Illinois, until their
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School, resigning after nineteen years of earnest
and successful labor to accept the position of
assistant, which would bring less arduous duties
and fewer responsibilities. To the cares of the
schoolroom was added the care of an Invalid
husband. After many years of ill health, Mr.
Gettemy was at last compelled to give up entirely the active labors of life.
He came to
Galesburg in 1886, where, for five years, he was
confined to his home, and for ten months, to his
bed. After great suffering, he died August 6,
1891.

Mr. and Mrs. Gettemy had but one child, a
son, Charles Ferris Gettemy. He graduated at
Knox College in 1890, and at Harvard University
in 1891. He took the degree of Master of Arts
in 1893.
He is now engaged as a political writer
on the Boston Advertiser.
In childhood Mrs. Gettemy united with the
Baptist Church, retaining that membership
until 1865, when, with her husband, she joined
the United Presbyterian Church in Monmouth,

On removing to Chicago in 1867. they
united with the Third Presbyterian Church of
that city. In 1882 she united with the Old First
Church in Galesburg, now the Central Congregational Church, of which she remains a member.
As a teacher Mrs. Gettemy has earned a
praiseworthy reputation. She entered this field
of work with good acquirements and a thorough
appreciation of the task to be performed. Her
manner is of that quiet kind that begets confidence in her pupils as well as in her associates.
She is not forward in her opinions, but is ever
ready to return an intelligent answer to her
Interrogator. In the community, she is highly
esteemed, and her Alma Mater showed its appreciation of her work as a faithful instructor
by conferring upon her, in 1897, the Degree of
Master of Literature. Mrs. Gettemy still continues her work in the Galesburg High School
Illinois.

(1899).

JON WATSOX GRUBB.
Jon Watson Grubb was born near Barry,
August 5, 1851. His father. Jon P.
Grubb, was a Pennsylvania German. His
mother, Harriet (Stevens) Grubb, was born in
New York, but was descended from the Stevens
family of Massachusetts. In 1842 Jon P. Grubb
and his brother-in-law established the Barry
Woollen Mills and engaged in the manufacture
of cloth.
Some years after, Mr. Grubb added
farming to his business, and Jon W., from the
age of thirteen, was employed on the farm
in summer, attending the district school in
winter, till 1872, when he became a student in
Illinois,

Lombard University. He left the University,
In farm labor and In
teaching, to procure the means for completing
his college course, he returned to the University
and graduated with a high standing In 1879.
After teaching the following winter, he became
secretary and treasurer of the Barry Woollen
Mills Company, and held these positions for two
years. In 1882 he was called to Lombard University to take the place of the Professor of
Mathematics during a temporary absence, and
and after three years spent

since that time he has been connected with the
University as a teacher. At first he was Adjunct
Professor of Mathematics and Principal of the
Preparatory Department, and more recently he
has been Professor of Latin. He Is a thorough
and earnest teacher, and demands of students
promptness and close application to duty.
It Is
sometimes said that a scholar who
chooses the avocation of a teacher becomes unfitted for business.
This has not been the case
with Professor Grubb. He has been successful
in such business enterprises as he has undertaken. He platted and put on the market the
lots in J. W. Grubb's Lombard University Addition to Galesburg, and, making it for the interest of parties to buy lots and build houses, he
profited by the enterprise, and caused an addition to be made to the population of the east
part of the City of Galesburg.
The business which he has done in settling
estates has been satisfactory.
He holds the office of Registrar of Lombard
University. He served one term as alderman
for his ward.
He is a Universalist in his religious belief, and a democrat in politics.
He was married in 1885 to Mary J. Claycomb,
who was for a considerable time a successful
teacher in Lombard University and other
Mrs. Grubb is an efficient leader and
schools.
earnest laborer in charitable enterprises and in
work for her church, and her efforts in these
directions are generously aided by her husband.
They have no children, but they usually have
three or four young persons in their family
whom they assist in obtaining an education.

ROYAL HAMMOND.
New England was founded by men and
women who had left for conscience sake all
that men naturally hold dear. They were, in
general, a well-to-do class, and could have
lived in the mother country in peace and
plenty, had they been willing to have no religious convictions
But they were a strong
race, and when they had accepted
the Bible as the word of God, and had seen
how ritualism trampled alike on the teachings
of that word and the rights of man, they resisted the authority of priest and King at cost
The struggle which
of property, liberty, or life.
ensued ended in the planting of New England,
and their ideas, after a contest of more than
two hundred years, were nationalized at Ap-

and sturdy

pomatox Court House.
Years have brought changes; but in large
measure, the men and women of our Atlantic
border still retain love for the Bible, faith in
popular government, and the determination to
follow conscience at whatever cost, whlcli animated their fathers. As the sons and daughters
of the Puritans have moved westward through
New York, Ohio, Michigan, Illinois, Iowa, and
still on to the "bluffs which beetle over the blue
Pacific," they have reproduced in the churches
and towns which they have founded the same
glorious characteristics which marked the communities on the rock-bound coast of New England.
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13, 1809, was born Royal
His father, Calvin Hammond, was
a farmer, and carried in his given name a reminder of the stern and uplifting views of
divine truth which his fathers and his descendHis mother was Roxana
ants fed upon.
(Field) Hammond. Of her, we known but little; but if we may judge the mother by the
child, she must have been a woman of pure
and devoted life. One thing we do know, that
it was her hope that her son might be a minis-

Hammond.

ter of the Gospel.
Six years after Deacon Hammond was born
his father removed to the Western Reserve in
Ohio. He settled at Bath, a town twenty-four
miles south of Cleveland, in a region called New
Connecticut. This section of that State is noted
for the great men it has produced, and here,
in the healthful labors of the farm and the
prosecution of his studies, the boy grew to manhood. People who would name their home-land
New Connecticut, would be likely to have good
schools, and Mr. Hammond studied in those
which were located near his Ohio home. First,
in the common schools, then in Talmage Academy, he studied, and, as his health did not favor
further study, he entered on his life task.
He was for a time a teacher in the public
schools. While yet a young man he was superintendent of the Sabbath school and deacon of

the Congregational Church in Bath. The religious element in his character, thus early evidenced, was strong until the last. He always
conducted family worship, was eager for revivals, and felt all departures from Christian
faith like personal injuries.
In business life, he was noted for integrity,
industry, and economy a triad of virtues often
associated.
In Bath he was a merchant in company with his cousin. Horatio Hammond. When
he came to Illinois, with the intention of settling on a farm, he drove a flock of fifteen
hundred sheep. All his movements exhibited
energy and wisdom, and presaged for him a suc-

—

cessful

life.

Next to a man's home training, perhaps to
even a greater extent than that, his marriage
decides his destiny. In Chesterfield, Massachusetts, lived, in the early forties, Mr. Rufus
Rogers and wife. Evangelia (Booth) Rogers.
Into this home came six sons and two daughters, one of whom was Emeline, who afterward,
for almost sixty-two years, was the comfort and
inspiration of Mr, Hammond's life, Mr. Rogers
was a carpenter and builder. In 1837 he moved
By this circumstance these two
to Bath. Ohio.
lives were brought into contact.
Mrs. Rogers was a member of the CongregaChurch in Massachusetts. Her husband
united with this church in Bath. In 1837 the
Rogers family moved from Massachusetts to
Ohio, and on May 24. 1838, Mr. and Mrs. Hammond were married. Six years later they moved
to Illinois, settling on a farm in Ontario Township. Knox County, where they lived for six or
seven years, when they moved to Galesburg,
which was thereafter their home. In Galesburg
tional
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clerkeil for Levi Sanderson one
he engaged in business for himon the first exclusive grocery
store in Gales'ourg. When about sixty-five years
old he retired from active life and occupied
himself with the care of his property and the

Mr.

Hammond

year.

self,

In

IS.'il

carrying

religious interests of the community until his
death, at nearly ninety years of ago.
Mr. and Mrs. Hammond were always identi-

At Bath,
fied wiih the Congregational Church.
Ontario, and vjalesburg, they were earnest and
But,
devoted adherents of this communion.
though loyal church people, they never substituted that loyalty tor fidelity to Christ, and Mr.
Hammond's later vears yere saddened by the
inroads of worldliness in the Church he loved
and served so long.
In early life. Mr. Hammond was a whig; this
led him naturally to the republican party, and
in this he found his political home, until the
abolition of slavery. He then wished that party
to free itself from the lodge and saloon, and
when it appeared hopeless to obtain such results in the party of Sumner and Lincoln, he
united with the American party, and during his
latter years, voted with that and the prohibition
party. It was because of his interest in these
two causes, opposition to lodges and saloons,
that he had so deep an affection for Wheaton
College, to which he left generous gifts in his
will.

There was a personal element

in this regard

Wheaton College also. Mr. and Mrs. Hammond were life long friends of President and
for

Mrs. Jonathan Blanchard, and the ties of Chriswhich were so strong during life have
not been loosened by the departure of one and
another, but still remained firm and unyielding
tian love

to the last.

later years of his life. Mr. Hamwith his wife traveled quite extensively.

During the

mond

in California, one in
Florida, and a summer in Wyoming. Several
times, they made journeys to Ohio and New
England. The present never lost its interest to
them as is the case with some elderly people;
but they kept in touch with the social, religious
and political world. They gave to the local
churches where they worshiped, to the Sabbath school work, to the Mission Boards and to
Wheaton College.
During the winter of '98 and '99. Mr. Hammoijd remained quietly at home in Galesburg.
The writer saw him only a few weeks before
He seemed very well; but ninety
his death.
years is a long march and he was weary. The
prevailing disease. LaGrippe. attacked him and

They spent one winter

he had not suflicient strength left to ward it
Very quietly and gently he passed away,
oft.
while his life companion sat with aching heart
and could not accompany him. Mr. and Mrs.
Hammond will be tenderly remembered by all
who have enjoyed their friendship.

(JISTAF HAWKIXSOX.
Gustaf Hawkinson. son of Hakan Bengtson
and Marta Pherson. was born in Harlunda
Smaland, Sweden, January 9, 1841. His father
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was a farmer and

lived in a rural district in

daunted even by so severe a blow; he set himmore earnestly at work and gradually came

Sweden. Gustaf had no very marked educational advantages in his youth. He attended

self

school in his native place until he was thirteen
years old, making commendable progress in the
various branches taught. He then spent five
years in learning the baker's trade, which was
completed in 1860. He next received employment
He
from the government, building Ijridges.
worked in its service for ten years. Then he
came to America, reaching Galesburg June 23,
1869.
He first worked for a year on the railroad here; then was engaged for a short time in
a tannery; and lastly on a railroad in the East.
In 1873, he returned to Galesburg and embarked
He continued in this
in the bakery business.
occupation until 1892, when he sold out, and
In July,
lived a life of retirement and ease.
1898, he embarked again in the bakery business,
in which he is now engaged.
Mr. Hawkiuson has lived a busy life, and id
His
business, has been uniformly successful.
first venture in the bakery extended through
more than twenty years, and he built up one of
the largest and most flourishing establishments
in the city.
He has always striven to make
He is a thorhis enterprise worthy of praise.
oughgoing man in everything to which he turns
his hand. He is intelligent, a great reader, and
entertains clear and decisive views on questions
of government, religion, and philosophy. He is

ful

temperate and calm in his judgments, and is
not easily driven from his positions when once
taken. He is honest in his dealings with men,
and upright in his daily walk and conversa-

Fred

tion.

Oscar C. Housel was born at Akron, Summit
County, Ohio, September 10. 1855. His parents
were Martin and Margaret (Viers) Housel.
When a very young lad, he was dependent upon
His father died when he
his own resources.
was three weaks old, and he was made an
orphan by the death of his mother when he had
reached his ninth year. He received his education in the public schools, after which he found
employment in a match factory at Akron for
two years. He then ran an engine for a year
and a half and later worked as a millwright.

Mr. Hawkinson has never held or sought ofHe is a director in the Commercial Union
Grocery, and is now a director in the Cottage
City Hospital. To the latter, he has given a
great deal of interest and much valuable time.
His charity and benevolence are shown in the
fact that he is one of the largest donors to this
most important and necessary institution. He
has also aided other worthy causes.
In political affiliations, he is a republican, but
his partisanship is never offensive. He belongs
to the party, because he believes in its princifice.

ples.

Mr. Hawkinson was never married.

OLOF HAWKIiVSON.
Olof

May

Hawkinson was born

7,

son and

1837.

in Skona, Sweden,
His parents were Hawkin AnderHis father was a

Hannah Hawkinson.

farmer, and as a boy Olof was employed in
assisting him upon the farm. His education
he received in the common schools.
In 1856, Olof Hawkinson emigrated to America.
He landed at Boston and thence came direct to Galesburg. For seven years he labored
steadily, at the end of which time he found
himself, by his industry and thrift, the possessor of one thousand dollars. But his fortunes soon experienced a serious reverse; for
the bank in which his money had been deposited suddenly collapsed, and the young man
was left penniless. However, he was not to be

to be recognized as a substantial

and success-

business man.
At various times Mr.

Hawkinson was associated with the following firms: W. L. Roseboom and Company, broom corn, Chicago;
Hawkinson and Willsie, livery; and Olof Hawkinson and Company, lumber. He was one of
the organizers of the Bank of Galesburg, and
conducted an extensive stock-raising business
in Nebraska.
In 1883, he was elected Supervisor; served as
Alderman of the City of Galesburg, having been
elected on the liberal ticket, and was a member of the District Fair Association. He was
a member of the Order of Knights of Pythias,
and was a prominent member of the SwedishAmerican Old Settlers' Association.
Mr. Hawkinson always responded freely to
the demands of public enterprise. At the building of the Santa Fe Railroad, he contributed
liberally and assisted in raising funds.
His
donations in private charity have been generous, and he gave material aid to the Nebraska
sufferers at critical times.
In religious belief Mr.

Hawkinson was a

he was a republican.
Olof Hawkinson was married
Six children were born to
to Lousia Ericson.
them: Emma, William, Minnie O., Henry W.,

Lutheran; in

March

A.,

politics,

22, 1862,

and Elmer E.

Mr. Hawkinson died March

OSCAR

C.

28, 1896.

HOUSEL.

Although too young to participate in the Civil
War, his family was well represented at the
front, three brothers and two brothers-in-law
serving in the Union Army.
In 1877, Mr. Housel removed from Akron to
Galesburg, where he lived until 1880, when he
went to Peoria. In 1887-88 he lived in Altona,
Knox County, Illinois, where he managed a
farm, and in 1889, he returned to Galesburg,
and entered upon his successful career as contractor and builder. Mr. Housel has built many
of the finest residences and most conspicuous
public buildings in Galesburg. Among the latter may be mentioned the Marquette Building, the Dick Block, the Craig and Johnson
buildings on Main street, the Central Congregational Church, the Universalist Church, the
Knox Street Congregational Church, and the
remodelling of the First Methodist Episcopal
Church. Nor have Mr. Housel's labors been
confined to the demands upon his skill in the
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away his greenhouse, leaving
him much in debt. Not despairing or discouraged, both he and his faithful wife took hold
with renewed energy, and finally their labors

town where he resides. He was the builder of
the annex to the County .A.lms House at Kno.vville. and of the annex to the State .Asylum
for the Deaf and Dumb at Jacksonville.
At

stock and swept

present he is engaged in the erection of a Presbyterian Church at Davenport, Iowa.
Mr. Housel belongs to the Modern Woodmen
of America, and is one of the Knights of
Pythias. In 1S78, he became a member of the
M3thodist Episcopal Church. In politics, he is
a republican.
June 1. 1880. Mr. Housel was married to

were crowned with success.

Lenora Cummings. Her father. L. B. Cummings. was a veteran of the Mexican War, and
one of the gold hunters of 1S49. Upon his return from California, in 1852, he settled on a
farm near Altona.
Mr. and Mrs. Housel have three children:
Ralph B., Alice Maree, and John Frederic.

REIBEN WILLI.VM HINT.
Reuben William Hunt, School Director, Alderman, member of Library Board, member of
Knox County Agricultural Board, City Treasurer, Supervisor, member of Executive Committee of Knox County, President of Republican
League, was born in Brooklyn, New York,
June 14, 1827. He was the son of Jeremiah

North and Elizabeth (Manley) Hunt.
His lather, the fourth child in a family of
thirteen, was born in Trenton, New Jersey, in
Considering the condition of the schools
1803.
in that early day. he obtained a good practical
education, and was well fitted to enter upon the
active duties of life. At different times, he became a grocer, school teacher, farmer, and nurseryman. He engaged in business in Brooklyn
and other places in the vicinity of New York
City, and about this time, married Elizabeth
Manley, daughter of Robert Manley, a minister
In 1833, unatof the Dutch Reformed Church.
tended, he came West and opened a store in
Chicago. The next year he settled in Naperville, Illinois, and sent for his family.
Young Reuben Hunt did not have the advantages of a college education, but he drank deeply
at the Pierian fountains of knowledge. He
availed himself of the instruction of public and
private schools, and became, through untiring
energy and perseverance, a well educated man.
Both he and his brother were well verse'd in the
Latin

grammar

before they studied the English.

Notwithstanding his fondness for Latin, he was
a thoughtful reader and was well posted on the
current events of the day.
In youth, ho was sedate and studious, shy
and retiring. He was fond of music and natural scenery a lover of flowers and the song

—

of birds.

Replying to one who spoke of his

strength and activity, he said.
in years. I was old.
old in years, I am young."

young

"When

was

I

and now, when

I

am

Mr. Hunt came to Illinois when only seven
years of age. In the Spring of 1857, he moved
from Naperville to Galesburg and established a
nursery and greenhouse.
In May of the following year, a severe wind
and hail storm destroyed his entire nursery

Mr. Hunt was a member of the Masonic fraVesper Lodge, A. F. and A. M., which
he joined about 1876. He was a member of the
Galesburg Horticultural Society and the State
ternity,

Society, adding much to their life and interest
by his discussions and the papers that he presented and read on his practical experiments in
horticulture.
Mr. Hunt was naturally a religious man. He
united with the Baptist Church at Naperville in
1843.
On his removal to Galesburg, both he and
his wife connected themselves with the Baptists, but when the old church was divided they
did not join the present organization.
Politically, he was a whig until the organization of the republican party.
From that time
until his death, he was an earnest republican,

never opposing party measures or party methods.

He was united in marriage, November 18,
1856, to Mary (Wolcott) Hunt, his brother Robert's widow, daughter of Asa and Elizabeth
(Stanton) Wolcott, who was born at Coburg,
Canada, October 2, 1825. To them were born
three daughters aod one son, Mary Elizabeth,
Julia -{Rogers), Lillie. and Reuben W., Jr.
Mr. Hunt possessed many Christian graces.
He was always generous and kind, aiding those
around him by his counsel, and bestowing his
sympathies upon the unfortunate and despairing. He was: charitable and hospitable, true to
his friends and ever ready to serve them.
He
was fond of his home and home joys, uniformly
sweet-tempered and loving in his family, and
thoughtful of their welfare and comfort. He
was always cheerful and always had a pleasant
word for every one.
He was fond of both prose and poetry and
could express his thoughts clearly in either.
His writings were of the incisive and laconic
style, as the following extract will show: "Faith
reaches, prayer opens, but purity of heart alone
enters the portals of Heaven."
Mr. Hunt had two marked characteristics:
honesty of purpose and purity of action. He
lived the life of a Christian and died universally

lamented.

ALBERT in

l{l>.

Albert Hiird. A. M., Ph. D., son of Tyrus and
Charlotte (Heck) Hurd, was born in Kemptville, Ontario, November 6, 1823.
His father's
ancestors came from England to Connecticut.
His great-grandfather moved to Arlington. Vermont, in 17C4, and about 1812, his grandfather,

Phineas Hurd, moved from Vermont to Canada
West, now Ontario.
His mother's ancestors were among the 6,000
Protestants, who. near the close of the seventeenth century, fled from the Rhine Palatinate
to England in consequence of the religious persecutions of Louis XIV. A number of these
Palatine Teutons finally formed a settlement in
Ireland, where her grandmother was born in

KNOX COUNTY.
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John Wesley visited the settle1734.
ment, and many of them became Methodists;
her grandmother, Barbara Ruckle, and her
In 1758,

grandfather. Paul Heck, were among the numThey, with many other "Irish Palatines,"
ber.
emigrated" to America, landing in New York,
August 10, 1760. There, Barbara Heck began
the organization of the first Methodist service
and the first Methodist church in the New
World. Her name is first on the list, and to her
is given, by the entire Methodist Church of
America, the exalted honor of being their spiritual mother and founder. "Wesley Chapel," the
the
first church structure of the denomination in
Western Hemisphere, came from the heart and
head of this devoted woman. It stood on the
Methodist
present site of the John Street
Church, New York. The family afterwards
moved to the neighborhood of Troy, New York,

and

finally to

Canada.

The early educational advantages of Albert
Hurd were tne customary ones of that period.
in the
partly
in the preparatory department of Victoria ColOgdenspartly
at
and
lege at Coburg, Ontario,
burg Academy, New York. He matriculated at
Middlebury College, Vermont, in 1846, and grad-

He obtained a good English education
common schools. He fitted for college,

uated in 1850.

Subsequently, he studied chem-

istry and the natural sciences, at the Lawrence
Scientific School of Harvard University under

Professors riorsford and Louis Agassiz.
Professor Hurd, whose father was a farmer,
passed his youth upon the farm at home. Like
many a New England boy, he worked on the
farm in the summer and attended school in the
winter. He was always fond of books, and when
he was seventeen years of age, had read thoughtfully and lovingly much of the best English
Before reaching the age of
poetical literature.
sixteen, he was the teacher of a district school
near his home, and for the next five years continued that work, more or less.
For the first year after leaving college. Professor Hurd became Principal of the Vermont
Literary and Scientific Institution, located at
Brandon. At the end of the year, he accepted
an invitation to become Tutor and Lecturer on
the Natural Sciences in Knox College, Galesburg, Illinois. Since the Fall of 18-51, he has remained in this institution, pursuing the quiet
and uneventful, but laborious life of a Western
College Professor. For three years, 1851-1854, he
was Tutor and Lecturer on the Natural Sciences;
for forty-three years, 1854-1897, Professor of
Chemistry and Natural Science, and from 1897
to the present time, he has held the Latin Professorship, having previously, for nearly twenty
years, been the acting Professor of Latin in addition to his other duties. He says of himself:
"I am not conscious of having ever deliberately
chosen the profession of teaching for my lifework. I have always been of the opinion that
an over-ruling Providence decided that matter
for me. From boyhood, I loved books and
study. The door of the teacher's life was always open wide before me. Other doors did not
invite my entrance. I merely passed through the

open door and have been led along through a
life of contentment and satisfaction, teaching,

more or

less, every year for sixty years."
Sixty years of earnest toil with the mind of
youth! Sixty years of untiring energy and labor
in erecting the temple of manhood and womanhood! Sixty years in developing the latent
powers of the human soul! How full of interWhat
est, how full of thought the reflection!
joys, what hopes, what ambitions were inspired
during the recital of the daily lessons! How
many can look back and say, the inspiration
and impulse of my life-work and life-deeds were
given, when receiving instruction from this
How many
teacher of sixty years' experience!
can say, then was opened to me my pathway of
Truly, sixty years, as a teacher and Prolife!
fessor, is a holy sacrifice on the altar of devotion.
It is almost impossible, in any department of labor, to accomplish a greater life-work.
As a teacher in the class room. Professor Hurd
stands pre-eminent. He has but few equals. He
is clear and logical in thought and expression,
and has a most incisive way of imparting instruction. His lessons are always well learned,
and he never meddles with subjects that are
hazy in mind or not well understood. He is
positive and commanding, and no student can
tail to see the lucidness of his teaching and

illustrations.

As a man and

citizen, he has never made himpopular by his sociability. In the broad
is not social, and yet, when thoroughly
acquainted, he is one of the most social of men.
self

sense, he

is especially known for his decision of character, purity of motives, and fair-mindedness in
his relation with his fellow-men. He despises

He
all

detests all sycophancy and demaIn a word, he is acknowledged as a

shams and

gogism.

man of ability, of sound learning, and as one
who always acts with prudence and discretion.
Professor Hurd has always shown a commendable interest in the prosperity and welfare
of this city. At the comm.encement of the legal
existence of the Y''oung Men's Library Association in January, 1860, he was elected its PresiAfter holding that office for a year, he
its Librarian and served in that capacity until April, 1867, when the continued existence of the Association had become assured and
it was possible to pay the Librarian a small saldent.

became

in religious faith and belief. Professor Hurd
On his arrival here in
is a Congregationalist.
He
1851, he became a member of that church.
never has been identified with any of the various
secret or social organizations. Politically, he is
a republican, believing, in the main, in republican principles and republican doctrine. Sometimes, he has voted the prohibition ticket because of his life-long and earnest opposition to

the use of intoxicating drinks.

He was married January 11, 1855, to Eleanor
Amelia Pennock, who died August 11, 1895. To
them were born two children, Harriet Sophia
(McClure), wife of the founder of McClure's
Magazine, and Mary Charlotte, teacher of

French

in

Knox

College.
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Paul Raymond Kendall was born in PhillipsHe was
ton. MassacluisPtts, August 27, 1822.
the son of Paul Raymond and Jane (Nickerson)
Kendall, both of whom were natives of Massarhusetts.

The Kendall family are
and came to

of English descent
this country in IGSii. settling in

Woburn. Massachusetts.

They are

of a strong

and sturdy race and are endowed with superior
intellectual powers.
Paul Raymond, in his youth, had all the trials
and experiences of the average New England
He was not born into luxury and wealth;
boy.
but even in his early years, he had to do his
part to earn the means of subsistence. He laid
the foundation of his education by attending
the district school of his native town. Having

a quick mind, and naturally studious, he soon
became a proficient scholar. He next entered

an academy at Swanzey.
where he fitted for college.

New

Hampshire,

He then matriculated in Norwich University, which was under
the charge of General Truman B. Ransom, who
fell in storming the heights of Chapultepec,
Mexico, and graduated with very high honors,
July

7,

1847.

Immediately after his graduation, he entered
upon his life-work as an educator. He first
took charge of an academy in Sharpsburg. Kentucky, where he remained about two years. In
1849. he became the Principal of the Western
Liberal

Institute, located at Marietta. Ohio.
of this institution led to the

The success

founding of a similar one at Galesburg, Illinois,
and in the Autumn of 1852, Professor Kendall

The following year, colits Principal.
lege powers were granted to it, and he became
He soon conceived the idea
its first President.
He stood
of converting it into a real college.
alone. There was not a single Trustee that
favored his project. In June, 1854, he invited
the Rev. Dr. Weaver, who was then pastor of
a church in St. I.ouis. to plead the cause of
the prospective college before the Board of
Trustees. Dr. Weaver came, and a day was
spent in discussion of the subject. At last
consent was given under the conditions that
Professor Kendall should raise the necessary
funds for an endowment and for the erection
He invited Dr. J. V. N. Standish
of buildings.
became

to become the Acting President while he was
During his
in the field canvassing for funds.
three years' work, he secured from $80,000 to
?75,000. and from the largest contributor. Benjamin Lombard, for whom the institution was
named. $20,000. The college charter was secured February 14. 1857. No college ever had
a more indomitable worker than President
Kendall. His zeal always outran his execution:
and yet. his execution was two-fold. Without
his mighty efforts, assisted by Drs. Weaver
and Standish. Lombard University would never
have been. It stands to-day as a monument
to his brain and labors.
President Kendall had not only a military

education, but a heart full of patriotism. In
1861. he engaged in the volunteer recruiting

'i'

V.

service in Illinois, Kansas, and Missouri, and
raised the greater part of the Eighth Kansas
Infantry Volunteers, the Eighty-third, Ninetysecond, and One Hundred and Second Illinois
Infantry Volunteers, and the Twelfth Missouri
Cavalry. In 18tJ3, he was commissioned I'Mrst
Lieutenant and Quartermaster of the Twelfth
Missouri Volunteer Cavalry. In 18G4, he was
assigned to General Hatch's staff as Quartermaster of his division of the Army of the
Tennessee. At the close of the war, he was
ordered to Fort Leavenwoith, as recorder of
a military commission, and remained till ISGii.
In lSfi8. he became a teacher again, taking
charge of Clinton Liberal Institute in Central
New York. In 1870. he was invited to the Presidency of Smithson College at Logansport. Indiana, where he remained for four years.
Again, he became connected with Clinton Institute and effected its removal to Fort Plain.
New York. For this institution, he raised a
large fund and served one year as Professor.
He then retired to private life, crowned with
many honors.
Intellectually, President Kendall was a superior man.
He had a diversified talent and was
He was known for his
a superior scholar.
quickness of perception, kindness of heart, sinHe labored
cere affection, and true friendship.
for others rather than for himself, anil was
constantly making personal sacrifices for the
public good. He believed in every kind of improvement and spent his life in working for the
elevation of humanity.
la 1894, he was stricken with partial paralysis,
from which he never recovered. He lived with
his daughter in Canton, New York, where he
died, April 4, 1897, in the seventy-fifth year of
his age.

President Kendall was twice married. First.
6, 184 1, to Abby A. Weaver, of Rockingham, Vermont, who died a few years later,
leaving one daughter, Mrs. Abbie S. Cleveland.
His second marriage was November 6, 1853, to
Caroline S. Woodbury, of Bethel, Vermont. Of
Marion,
this union three daughters were born:
Flora, and Gertrude. The first two are living.

November
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William Owen Lovcjoy. whose name immesuggests relationship with one who
was famous in the earlier annals of Illinois,
was born near Quincy, February 13, 1841. His
father. Jabez Lovejoy. was a farmer, and a
The
cousin of Owen and Elijah Lovejoy.
mother of William Ix)vejoy was Catherine
Waldron. a descendant of a German baronial
house.
In 1830, the parents removed from
Schoharie County. New York, to Adams County, Illinois, and settled on one hundred and
sixty acres of land deeded to Mr. Lovejoy by
his sister, the widow of General Leavenworth.
When William was a hoy ten years of age. his
parents died, and he was sent to live with an
uncle in Dutchess County. New York. He received a common school education, and spent
one term in the Oxford Academy, Oxford, Condiately

necticut.

He afterwards took

the entire four

—
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years'

Chautauqua course,

in

the

"Pioneer"

class.

William

O. Lovejoy's first

employment

after
store at

leaving school was as a clerk in a
Brooklyn, New York, and later in New York
He was afterwards employed as clerk
City.
on his uncle's steamboat, which carried freight
on the Hudson River, between Red Hook and
New York. In 1862, Mr. Lovejoy returned to
the old homestead in Illinois, and for several
years managed the farm. In 1870, he entered
the Galesburg offices of the Chicago, Burlington
and Quiney Railroad, as a telegraph operator.
Since 1894, he has-been President of the Evening Mail Publishing Company.
Mr. Lovejoy has filled important positions.
Including those of Town Clerk and Collector,
In Honey Creek Township, Adams County, and
for nine years he has been City Assessor of
Galesburg. He is a member of the Masonic
Fraternity and is a Knight Templar; he also
belongs to the Order of United Workmen; and
In these
to the Modern Woodmen of America.
various organizations, he has been honored
with high official work; he is Generalissimo in
the Galesburg Commandery, K. T.; Secretary,
Royal Arch Masons; Master Workman, A. 0.
U. W.; Venerable Counsel, M. W. A.; and Representative to the Grand Council in both orders.
In his religious connection, Mr. Lovejoy is a
member of the Central Congregational Church
of Galesburg. He has always been a republican
in politics.

September 3, 1862, Mr. Lovejoy was married
to Elizabeth A. Near, a native of Dutchess
County, New York. She is of German descent.
Their only child, a son, died in infancy.

CAPTAIN THOMAS LESLIE MiOIRR.
Captain Thomas Leslie McGirr, son of Mahlon
and Sarah Lodema (Barbero) McGirr, was born
in Maquon, Illinois, January 12, 1854.
His father was born in Stark County, Ohio,
afterwards moving to Washington County, and
then in 1851, to Maquon. For a while. Be worked
at the carpenter's trade, and later, in company

with his brother, established a general store
of merchandise, continuing in the business until
his brother's death in 1855. He then engaged in
farming.
His mother, a native of New York, came to
Illinois at a very early date, 1839.
The McGirrs are of Scotch descent. Arthur
M. McGirr, Leslie's great-grandfather, was born
near Glasgow, Scotland. He was a linen draper,
and on a visit to Ireland, became acquainted
with Nancv McClintic, whom he married October 22, 1783, in the County Tyrone. They then
came to Dover, Delaware, and of their numerous
family of children, the seventh, Thomas McGirr, was the grandfather of the subject of this
sketch. He married Ann Wileman in Stark
County, Ohio, December 12, 1821. They were
Quakers, and in language, simplicity of manners, and style of dress, they adhered strictly
to their faith.

On account of the newness of the country and
a want of proper facilities, Leslie's educational

advantages were somewhat circumscribed. He
attended the public schools of several different
townships and received what instruction they
were able to give. Besides the branches pursued in school, he studied chemistry, physics,
botany and history. He began teaching in Elba
Township in December, 1873. Afterwards, he
taught in Haw Creek and Maquon townships
was principal of school at St. Augustine, taught
a summer school at Greenbush, and was principal at Prairie City for several years. For some
time he was a student in the college at Abingdon, but left in 1876.
After leaving college, he made a tour of some
of the Western States Iowa, Nebraska, Kansas,
Missouri and visited the Centennial at Philadelphia. He then became a law student under
the late Judge Douglas, of the Knox County
Bar, and was admitted to general practice in all
the Courts of the State, November 13, 1882. He
first opened a law office at Maquon and practiced
there until he moved to Galesburg, August 4,
1887; he afterwards visited New Mexico, Arizona and Mexico.
March 14, 1891, he was elected Captain of
Company C, Sixth Illinois National Guards, reelected in March, 1894, and again in March, 1897.
Captain McGirr has always shown a patriotic
spirit.
At his country's call, he has never hesitated or wavered. On June 10, 1894, he was
ordered by the Governor to Pekin to guard and
protect the town against mob violence and mob
He was ordered to Spring Valley, July 8,
rule.
1894, to enforce the law and maintain order
against the striking miners. Here he had command of Company A, of Rock Island and Com,

—

—

He also entered the
C, of Galesburg.
United States Volunteer service in the late war
with Spain and marched to the front. September 1, 1899, he received notice of his appointment to a captaincy in the Fortieth Regiment,
United States Volunteer Infantry, to rank from
August 17, 1899. The appointment was accepted
by him, and he was assigned to recruiting service for his regiment on September 8.
Captain McGirr has been an honored member
Has passed through
of the following societies:
all the chairs in the Independent Order of Odd
Fellows, Past Grand; A. F. and A. M.; Sachem
of Tribe two terms. Improved Order of Red
Men; Great Keeper of the Wampum two years;
and Great Sachem one term for States of Illinois, Wisconsin, and Minnesota.
Captain McGirr is a man of commanding presence and of a genial disposition. In personal
relations, he is affable and agreeable, and meets
all with the warmth of friendship and the impany

pressiveness of sincerity. In his religious views,
he is not connected with any organization. He

more in good works than in creeds. He
an unwavering adherent of the republican

believes
is

party.

Captain McGirr was never married.

HIRAM
January 7,
Andrew and Elizabeth

M.iRS.

in Oldham County, near
1829.
He was the son of
P. (Whips) Mars and was

Hiram Mars was born
Louisville,

y./^

KNOX
reared on a farm. His father was a farmer and
a planter, and both parents died when he was
quite young. After their decease, his home was
with his maternal grandfather, and under his
care and watchfulness, young Mars was raised
to

manhood.

His early educational advantages were of the
poorer sort; tor at that early day, the modern
school system of that State was not as yet estabHe attended private schools during his
lished.
boyhood and became proficient in the various
studies pursued. He came to Illinois when about
seventeen years of age, and entered Illinois College at Tacksonville, remaining there three
years. After leaving college, he went to Quincy
until 1856. when he came
His first occupation here was in
to Galesburg.
connection with a planing-mill and sash factory, in which business he was engaged for two
Then for two years, he worked in the
years.
lumber yard of Mr. Edwin Post. In 1863, he
was connected with the Revenue Department on
the Mississippi and was located at Memphis,
Tennessee, and served for two years, when he
returned to Galesburg. In the Spring of 1865,

and remained there

he again entered the lumber yard of Mr. Post
and served for the period of six years in the
capacity of bookkeeper and salesman. At the
end of this period of service, he purchased the
lumber yard and was associated with Mr. Nor-

man Anthony as his first partner. Afterwards,
he was associated with Stanley and Hitchcock,
and two or three years later, he again formed a
copartnership with Mr. Anthony, which continued for several years, or until Mr. Anthony
withdrew. Then Mr. Mars took as a partner Mr.
Hamilton, of Chicago, and the firm was known
under the name of Hamilton and Mars. This
firm continued its existence until 1888, when it
was dissolved by mutual consent. Since that
time, Mr. Mars has carried on the business
alone.

Mr. Mars has earned for himself the name of a
trustworthy man. By fair dealing and strict
integrity he has won the confidence of his fellow
He has never sought office, but has
been called to several places of public trust. He
has been on the Board of Park Commissioners
citizens.

and his knowledge in this department has made him a most valuable member.
He was a member of the Public Library
Board for nine years; was Treasurer of Veritas
Lodge of Odd Fellows for twelve years; was
Trustee of the Presbyterian church about the
for fifteen years,

same length

of time; was a
Building Committee, when the

member of the
new church

late,

was erected; and has served as one of the City
Aldermen for two years.
Mr. Mars has lived an uneventful but ind\istrious life. He has shown praiseworthy diligence in business and the work of his hands has
been crowned with success. The essential elements of his nature can be expressed in three
words temperance, frugality, economy. He has
always shown himself to be a public spirited

—

citizen

and an honest man.

Mr. Mars' religious creed is rather broad than
otherwise. From childhood, he has attended the

COL'N'l'V,
Presbyterian Church. thouKli not a niinibei-. His
political convictions arc icpublican. Willi that
party he has acted since its organization. He
was formerly a whig and cast his first vote for
Zachary Taylor.
Mr. Mars was first married in 1852, to Louisa
Uarr of Quincy, Illinois. One daughter was born
to them, Nettie L., now the wife of F. H.
Holmes, of this city. His first wife died in 1864.
His second marriage took place in 187:!. to IClizabeth H. Smith, of Wellsburg, West Virginia.
To them were born three children, Katie M.;
.lames A.; and Mary Elizabeth.

SETH WELLE H MEAD.
Seth Weller Mead, son of Orrin and Rboda
(Weller) Mead, was born in the town of Hinsburg, Vermont, April 13, 1835.
His father was a farmer, and it was in cultivating the sterile and unyielding soil of the
home farm that Seth spent his boyhood. His
mother, in the maternal line, was a direct de-

scendant of General

Green

of

Revolutionary

fame.
Seth Mead was educated in the public schools
and academies of his native State. His early life
was not blessed with superior educational advantages. Like other New England boys, he
worked on the farm summers and attended
school winters. But he improved every opportunity and made even necessity a means of improvement. He became a teacher in the public
schools, and in them took his first lessons in
discipline and command. Afterwards, he be-

came

a country

merchant— a

line of business

which he pursued for many years.
For several years his prospects for success in
his native State were not bright, and he resolved
to try his fortunes in the West.
In 1875, he
to Illinois, and in the following year, to
Galesburg. For the first five years, he was engaged as clerk in the Union Hotel and in
Brown's Hotel. In 1882, under the clerkship of
Mr. A. J. Perry, he was appointed Deputy
County Clerk, which office he held until the
time of his death, July 10. 1898.
Mr. Mead had no great fellowship for societies,
whether secret, religious, or political. When a
young man at Hinsburg, Vermont, he joined the
fraternity of Free Masons, but never removed
his membership from that lodge. He belonged to
no church; he had no creed but that of kindness
and mercy towards his fellow beings. He was
uncompromisingly republican and was thoroughly conversant with the party organization
and party measures. He believed in right living
and right doing, and lived a most exemplary life.
He was known for his kindness of heart and
gentleness of disposition, and possessed the innate power of drawing around him a host of
friends. He was loved and beloved by all who
knew him. In his daily labors, and especially in
the office which he held, he was intelligent, kind,
and affable; and it may be said that no Deputy
County Clerk ever performed the duties of that
office more acceptably than he.
So conversant
was he in county matters that he was regarded
as an authority. He filled every station in life

came

KNOX
well,

and his memory

Is

cherished for the good

he has done.
Mr. Mead was twice married. He was first
married in ISSl, to Celia J. Furgiison. There
were born to them three children, one daughter
and two sons, Abbie H., Seth Earnest, and Herbert Furgiison.

His second marriage was October 27, 1873, to
Sarah M. Gregg. The issue of this union was
two children, b rank L., and Mabel L.

CHARLES

C.

MERRILL.

Charles C. Merrill was born in Orwell, Vermont, September 10, 1833. His father was Horace Merrill and his mother's maiden name was
Deborah Paine. After their marriage, they resided in Amherst, Massachusetts, until about
About the
1830, when they removed to Orwell.
year 1836, they went West, settling in Chardon,
Geauga County. Ohio, where they continued to
reside until their death. They came from good
New England stock, and had all the sterling
qualities of that industrious and thrifty people.
In their natures, they were quiet and retiring,
but were tenacious and unwavering in their religious opinions, which were Presbyterian.
To
their neignbors and friends, they were always
kind, sympathetic, and generous, and spent
their lives in doing good.
The son has embalmed tneir memory in the following words:
"A happy, well mated couple, taking great delight in each other, and rearing a large family,
who will ever revere their memory. They both
died at a good old age.
C. C. Merrill's father was the son of Captain
Calvin Merrill, and was born in Amherst, Massachusetts, August 31, 1789. He died September
6, 1873, at the advanced age of eighty-four years.
His mother was born in Vernon, Connecticut,
August 31, 1788, and died in Kingsville, Ohio,
August 5, 1874. at the age of eighty-six. They
were married in Amherst, October 19, 1809, and
had nine children, four sons and five daughters.
"

Two

daughters and three sons are deceased.
C. C. Merrill received an excellent common
school education at Chardon, Ohio. At fifteen
years of age, he attended the Western Reserve
Teachers' Seminary at Kirtland and became
well

qualified

to

give

instruction

in

those

branches usually taught in the common schools.
Mr. Merrill's experience as a teacher is not a
long one. He taught for a short time in the
seminary at Kirtland, and one term in a district
school.

The boyhood of Mr. Merrill was spent at the
paternal homestead in Chardon, Ohio. His older
sisters were teachers, and this circumstance
gave him a most excellent opportunity for study,
tor which he had a strong desire. His father was
not a man of affluence. Consequently, young
Merrill was obliged to "shift for himself" and
earn in part his own support.
In the Fall of 1853. when he was only twenty
years of age, Mr. Merrill came to Illinois. He
spent a few days in Galesburg with his uncle.
Roswell Paine, who was one of the original
Galesburg colony. He then went to Oquawka,
Illinois, and took a position as clerk in the store
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James McKinney. He remained here from the
Spring of 1854 to September of the same year,
when he went to Greenbush, Illinois. Here he
formed a partnership with his brother, F. H.
Merrill, and Alfred Osborn in a general store,
under the firm name of Merrill, Osborn and
Merrill.
In the Fall of 1860, he came to Galesburg and was first emploj'ed as a clerk in the
dry goods store of E. F. Thomas. In the Fall
of

of 1863, he engaged in the clothing business
for himself, and continued in that business at
the same place. 136 Main street, for the long
period of nearly thirty-six years. April
27,
1899, he disposed of his stock of goods and
retired.

Honor does not always come to the deserving,
or merited praise to the public benefactor. By
a consistent and conscientious life, Mr. Merrill
has won both praise and honor from his fellow
townsmen.
In 1873-4, he was elected to an
aldermanship from the Second Ward of the
city and served his constituents faithfully and
honorably.
From 1885 to 1894, he served as
a member of the Board of Education, and in
1898. he was again elected, which position ne
still holds.
As a citizen, Mr. Merrill is a good example
of a just and honorable man.
He is patriotic
in spirit, has great decision of character, and
has always been known for his fair dealings in
business. He is possessed cf kindly feelings
towards all, is charitable towards the failings
of others, and does not believe in temporizing
where principle is concerned. He has lived
an upright life, faithful to duty, and his example is worthy of imitation.
Mr. Merrill joined the Methodist Episcopal
Church in 1867, and has since been a reliable
and consistent member. In political faith, he
He says: "I cast my first vote
is a republican.
have never
for John C. Fremont, in 1856.
I
changed my views, and am a firm believer in
the political platform of the republican party,
and in William McKinley as President of the

United States."
Mr. Merrill was married August 27, 1855. at
North Bloomfield. Trumbull County, Ohio, to
Cornelia Converse Osborn. Her father was a
farmer and one of the earliest settlers in that
part of Ohio. The family came from Connecticut, with ox teams, requiring many weeks
There were nine
to perform the journey.
Mrs. Merrill's brother. Dr. R. H.
children.
Osborn, now living in Detroit, Michigan, was.
for about forty years, the resident physician
for the Hecla and Calumet Mining Company,
located at Calumet. Michigan. Her older sister,
Mrs. David Parsons, was for many years a
prominent teacher and was the first woman

on the Board of Education
where she still resides.
elected

at Detroit,

TIJIOTHY MOSHIER.
Timothy Moshier was

a

prominent

man

in

every sphere of life. He was born in Washington County. New York. May 18, 1812.
His
father, whose name was also Timothy, was a
farmer, and a Canadian by birth. The mother's
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maiden name was Rachel Curtis, a native of
Here they
Washington County, New York.
were married, and Jive sons and four daughters
were born to them. At the early age of 47
years, the father died in Cayuga County, August
I'he mother died in the same county
4, 1S28.
at the age of t)9, having outlived her husband
twenty-three years.
Of the five sons. Timothy was the eldest.

He

liveil at the paternal home, and was engaged
in tlie routine of the farm until he was IG years
His early educational advantages were
of age.
limited; but the spirit of the boy, which is the
index of the man, was shown in his ability
and sound judgment to make the best use posIn a scholsible of the means at his command.
arly sense, he was not educated; but the great
lessons of experience and of life were so impressed upon him that he became better educated than many a graduate of the college. At
twenty-three years of age, he left Cayuga County, New York, for Cass County, Michigan, where
he remained for three years. In 1S3S, he went to
the Platte Purchase in Missouri, remaining
there for five years, and then came to Warren
County, Illinois.
Here for ten consecutive
years, he was a successful farmer. Here he
laid the foundation of that financial prosperity
that seemed to lie along his pathway. In
1852, he removed to Galesburg and was engaged
In
in farming, stock-raising, and trading.
1864, he became greatly interested in the establishment of the First National Bank of Galesburg.
He was the largest stockholder, and
a director, from its organization until the
day of his death a period of nearly thirty
years.
In whatever occupation Mr. Moshier was engaged, he was eminently successful. He seemed
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religion

and a future

to any
faith.

church,

He gave

but

life.

Ho

favored

did not belong
the Universalist

for the support of the Gospel

He believed that a good
as he thought best.
act was better than burnt offerings or any such
sacrifice.

Mr. Moshier was naturally a politician. The
political history of this country and of men
was to him like the alphabet. He could repeat
It without an effort.
He was an ardent and
staunch republican. His views of currency,
tariff, and government were of the Websterian
kind a name that he held in the highest veneration.
He was a party man, because he be-

—

lieved his party

was

right.

Mr. Moshier was twice married. He was
married in Michigan. November 7, 1S37, to
Sarah Garwood, daughter of William and Mary
(Thatcher) Garwood.
She died in Warren
County, Illinois, February 22, 18.51. There were
born to them six children: Perry, who died in
Michigan; David H., of Denver, Colorado;
George S.; Henry Clay; Ada M., who married
D. H.
Pankey, of this city; and William
Weston, who died in infancy.
His second marriage was at Rnoxville,
December 27, 1854, to Adelia Gardner, daughter
of Richard and Mary (Bronson) Gardner. The
issue of this marriage was one daughter, Cora,
who married Fred Seacord.

XELS NELSON.

necessary for a success-

Nels Nelson, son of Nels and Hanna (JohnBengtson, is a self-reliant and self-made
man. He was born in Ebbared, Weinge Parish,
Halland, Sweden. July 13, 1840.
His father lived on a small farm which he
tilled, and worked also at carpentry in order
to secure the necessary means of subsistence
for his family.
In June, 1854. he left Sweden
for America, leaving for lack of funds the
oldest son. Nels, behind, who was then fourteen
years of age. Shortly after the arrival of the
family in Chicago, the father and youngest son
contracted the cholera, which was epidemic
there, and died of that disease.
His mother,
with her three children, then went to Andover,
Henry County, Illinois, and soon after to Galesburg, where they have lived ever since.
Young Nelson had no schooling in Sweden,
but he learned to read at the paternal fireside.
When only eight years of age. it seemed necessary that he should earn his own living, and
for that purpose he secured employment in
herding stock. In that manner, he supported
himself until he was fourteen. .-Xfterwards. the
burden was lighter, but no time was given him
for study or recreation.
At sixteen years of age. an opportunity to go
to America came to him. which he most joyfully
embraced. It was here that he received his
first instructions in the public schools.
He
arrived in America, July 15, 1856, and immediately joined th? broken family of his mother,
two sisters and a brother. His first work was

In religion, Mr. Moshier was not narrow or
bigoted.
He had very decided views on

farming in Mercer and Henry counties, until
he had earned enough to pay his fare from
Sweden, which had been advanced by a friend.

—

to possess the wizard's power of transmuting
even the clods of earth into gold. He started
poor and died rich. He was a man of great
natural ability and was blessed with an almost
unerring judgment. He was courageous and
seltpoised, and was not easily betrayed into
false positions.
He was practically a lawyer,
well versed in the intricacies of the law, and
could manage cases at court shrewdly and
wisely.
He was a great reader, a thorough
historian, and a critical scholar In the history
of our country.
He was a good talker, full of
information, and on political history and governmental topics, could make a most effective
and impressive speech.
Physically, he was a man of fine figure, tall

and commanding.

His manners were pleasing
but not finical. He was fond of horses and
was a good horseman. He sat in the saddle
with stateliness and elegance, winning the ailmiration of every beholder. He was gentle and
kind towards his fellow citizens, and a lover

and home. He wore the dignity of
manhood, possessed unswerving honesty and
integrity, and had the intellectual power and
of friends

keen foresight that

is

ful life.

son)
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whom

he yet feels indebted
for his great kindness. He next found employment at the round house of the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad at Galesburg, working during the summers and attending school
winters. In the Fall of 1860, he went into the
furniture factory of Bartlett and Judson, and in
the following year, he enlisted in a company
of Swedish Americans, organized at Galesburg,
He served as sergeant until
in August, 1861.
March 3, 1865, and then, for meritorious service in the fieid was promoted to the First
Lieutenancy. He not only took part in many
skirmishes, but was in the battles of Shiloh
(Pittsburg Landing), siege of Corinth, and
Vicksburg. He was mustered out of service,

Bengt Nelson,

to

30, 1865, arriving home in December.
clerking in the grocery
Bancroft and Lanstrum, and also for a
short time for O. T. Johnson and Brother,
at Altona. On January 1, 1867, he started
the grocery firm of Bengtson, Nelson and
built
soon
Galesburg, and
Company, at
But owing to
up a prosperous business.

November

He then commenced

of

health, from the effects of his army
he was compelled to retire from that business in January, 1871. From this time until
November, 1875, he held the position of City
Treasurer. Again failing health necessitated
his retirement from all active duties. After
recuperating, he again embarked in the mercantile business, which was continued until October, 1883, when he was elected secretary of the
Scandinavian Mutual Aid Association.
Mr. Nelson has filled other important positions and oflfices, and always with great credit.
He served four years as a member of the Board
served seven years on th'.i
of Education,
Library Board, acting as its President for one
term, and as Secretary four years; has been a
member of the County Board of Supervisors
for many years; and is at present Chairman
of the Committee on Judiciary and Clerk's Offices in the Board; was a Director in the Cottage Hospital four years; and has also served
on many committees appointed to act in the
advancement of public enterprises.
Mr. Nelson's benevolent sympathies are
broad and charitable. In every worthy enterprise, he has always aided to the extent of his
limited means. His ruling desire has always
been to be useful; aiding those in distress,
cheering and encouraging the despondent, and
For
giving counsel to those asking advice.
thirty years a wide field of work has been open
to him in assisting the many emigrants coming
here from the Old Country. Much he has done
to initiate them into the American ways of life.
In religious faith, Mr. Nelson is Lutheran.
He was confirmed by the minister of the
Lutheran Church of Weinge Parish, Sweden,
when fifteen years of age. He is a member of the
Swedish Evangelical Lutheran Church of Galesburg, and a teacher in the Sabbath school. He
has served as Trustee and Treasurer of the
church for thirteen years.
In politics, he is a thorough-going republican.
A firm believer in republican principles,
failing
life,

he has always taken active interest in the success and welfare of the party.
He was married May 19, 1868, to Sarah Nelwho died December, 1898. To them were
Arthur U., born July 29,
born two children:
1869; and Edmund L., born March, 1880, died

son,

in infancy.

Mrs. Nelson's parents died in Sweden. She
All her brothers
to this country in 1862.
sisters were here, and all died before her.

came
and

PETER

T.

OLSON.

Peter T. Olson was born February 10, 1860,
at Hastveda, Christianstads Lan, Sweden. His
first impetus to his successful life work, that
of builder and contractor, was his father. Trued
Olson, who was a carpenter and natural
mechanic, and constructed his own tools and
farm implements out of wood. His mother,
Kerstin Truedson Olson, was a woman of
strong character, and a devoted wife and
mother. Her son, Peter Olson, was a capable
and ambitious boy, who saw beyond the rim
His duties or pastimes
of his surroundings.
on the farm were not allowed to interfere with
his fortunate educational advantages, and in
fifteen,
he graduated at the
1875, at the age of
High School at Hastveda, ranking third in a
class of

one hundred and

fifty

members.

Thus

equipped, he longed for broader fields, which
seemed to him to be America, but, yielding to
the solicitations of his parents, he postponed
his journey to this country until May, 1879.
In 1SS2, Mr. Olson settled in Galesburg, and,
desiring to learn the bricklayer's trade, entered
the employ of contractor T. E. Smith, to whom
he rendered faithful and efficient service until
1890.
Appreciating the benefits of an independent line of work, he started in business
for himself as a contracting mason and plasterer.
Considering the breadth and excellence
of Mr. Olson's work, the amount accomplished

by him is remarkable for a man of his years,
and the city of his adoption contains many
evidences of his skill. Among the buildings
erected by him may be mentioned the followThe Hitchcock School building, the Commercial and Triola blocks, the Young Men's
Christian Association building. Lombard Gymnasium building, the Galesburg High School
building, the Galesburg National Bank building, the Scott and Jordan block, the Bateman
School building, and numerous handsome resiing.

dences.
One of the fine traits of Mr. Olson's character
his open acknowledgment and appreciation
of the good work of those upon whose efficiency
and co-operation he is more or less dependent.
is

He employs only skilled labor, and pays
prices, believing that to his employes he
much of his success in life. The greatest
fellowship exists between employer and
ployes, many of
have been with
since he started in business. Through

whom

medium

of periodicals

good
owes
good
em-

him
the

and correspondence, Mr.

Olson keeps in touch with the progress in his
line in all parts of the world,

and

tries at all

f^AhU-2^
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and
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Professor of Ancient Languages In
University, in Galesburg, Illinois, In
the Fall of 1858, he resigned his position In
Glover and at once entered upon the duties of
He continued to discharge
his professorship.
the duties of this professorship till 1868, when
he was made Williamson Professor of Greek
in the same instituLiterature
Language and
He has,
tion, which position he now holds.
however, continued to give instruction in Latin.
Thus he has given forty years of continuous
service to Lombard University.
He received the degree of Master of Arts
from Dartmouth College in 1856, and that of
Doctor of Philosophy from Buchtel College in
1892.
For several years he has been a member
of the Board of Directors of the Galesburg
Public Library. He is a member of the Universalist Church in Galesburg.
In 1856, he was married to Sarah A. Labaree,
elected

Lombard

artistic results.

Mr. Olson was married November 1, 1S88, to
Caroline C. Edo£E, who was born in Sweden,
and came to America in early childhood. She
is an exemplary wife and mother, and presides
over a pleasant home on tlie corner of Bateman
and Dudley streets. To her, Mr. Olson attributes much of his good fortune in life. Mr.
and Mrs. Olson have five children. Oscar
Mauritz, Agnes Mildred, Karl Natan, Helen
Marie, and Earnest Joshua.

AlGlSTrS TARKEK.

Isaac Augustus Parker, son of Isaac and
Lucia (Wood) Parker, was born in South
Woodstock, Vermont, December 31, 1825. His

grandfather, Eleazer Parker, removed from
Mansfield, Connecticut, to South Woodstock,
Vermont, about the year 1780, and cleared land
for a farm, which remained in his possession
and in that of his son for nearly a century.
Records in the State Library of Connecticut
show that Eleazer Parker responded to the

Lexington alarm in 1775.
Mr. Parker's mother was the daughter of
Joseph Wood, a revolutionary soldier, who removed from Middleborough. Massachusetts, to
Woodstock, Vermont. Joseph was a direct
descendant of Henry Wood, who went from
England to Holland, and afterwards to Plymouth, Massachusetts. The wife of Joseph
Wood was the daughter of Gershom Palmer, a
descendant of Walter Palmer, who came from
England and settled in Charlestown, Massachusetts, in 1629, and removed to Stonington, Con-

daughter of William and Parthena (Whitmore)
Labaree, of Hartland, Vermont. Mrs. Parker
died in 1889. A daughter and son survived her,
both of whom were graduated from Lombard
University. The daughter, Izah T., died of consumption in 1891, at the age of thirty-lour, having spent the last four years or her life in
Southern California, whither she hau gone in
the hope of regaining her health in the salubrious climate of that favored region. While
she was there her father spent his summer
vacations with her.
The son. William A., for the last seventeen
years, has pursued the vocation of a civil enHe IS now in the employ of the Union
gineer.
Pacihc Railroad Company.

necticut, in 1652.

Mr. Parker spent his boyhood on his fathers
farm, assisting in cultivating it, and attending
the district school in the winters. He enjoyed
the advantage of a select school in the fall for
two or three years. A library, to which he had
access, which had been established at an early
period in the village near his father's residence,
was of great benefit to him, as he was fond of
reading. In the Fall of 1846, he attended Black
River Academy in Ludlow, Vermont, with the
view of fitting for college. The next Spring,
Summer and P^all, he studied Latin and Greek
at an

academy

in

Hancock,

New Hampshire,

devoting a large portion of his time to teaching

some of the higher branches of mathematics,
to which he had given considerable attention,
and the study of which he enjoyed. He completed fitting for college at Green Mountain
Institute in South Woodstock, Vermont, and entered Dartmouth College, Hanover,
New Hampshire, in the Fall of 1849, and was
graduated from that institution in 1853. He
was a member of the .\lpha Delta Phi Society,
and at graduation became a member of the Phi
Beta Kappa Society.
Commencing at the age of seventeen, he
taught district schools for ten successive winters.
Immediately after graduating from college, he became Principal of Orleans Liberal
Institute in Glover, Vermont, and held this
position for more than five years. Having been

Liberal
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FILTON PERCY.

James Fulton Percy

is a physician, and was
Bloomfield. New Jersey, March 26.
1864.
His father was James Percy, who was
born in Soho, New Jersey, and hre mother was
Sarah Ann Fulton, who was born in New York

born

in

City.

Dr. Percy's ancestors are of Scotch-Irish
descent. His paternal grandfather was Francis
Percy, who was born in Belfast. Ireland, and
his paternal grandmother was Mabel Wilson,
who was born in Gatside. County of Antrim,
Ireland. She was the daughter of Stafford Wilson, who was born and lived in the same place.

His maternal great-grandparents were born

m

and lived and died in the land of their
His
maternal grandparents were
James Fulton and Mary Rogers, who were born
in County Dowie, Ireland.
Ireland,
nativity.

Dr.

the

Percy received his early instruction in

common

schools of

New

Jersey.

On

ac-

count of ill health he was sent to Minnesota
at the age of fourteen, where he remained for
three years. Here he availed himself of school
advantages, and by his perseverance, acquired
such education as to fit him for higher duties
and responsibilities. He then went to New
York City, and took a four-years' graded
course in a medical college there, when the law
required only two years. By reason of the
pleasant memories of his boyhood experiences
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of better opportunities, he reafter graduating, and located at

ISAAC STILES PERKINS.

and the thought

turned West
Mazeppa, Minnesota. Here he practiced general
medicine and surgery for two years. Considering his field of operation too narrow and desiring a larger one. he came to Galesburg in
February, 188S. Here he found himself among
strangers, having the acquaintance of but one
person, the Rev. J. W. Bradshaw, pastor of
the "Brick Church." His fame as a physician
soon spread, and to-day. he is one of the best
known men in Galesburg. Besides his professional duties, he has engaged in other worthy
enterprises. He called the first meeting out of
which the Galesburg Cottage Hospital Association grew. It was in bis Bible class in the
First Congregational Church Sabbath School,
that the idea of the union of the "Old First"
and the First Congregational Church was first
considered. It was at his house that the first
meeting was called to consider the question.
At this time, the plan of union was not completely accepted, on account of a previous call
of the "Old First" Church to the Rev. Dr. Sherrill, which had been accepted.
Soon after, these
churches were united under a new name, the
Central Congregational
Church. Dr.
Percv
also interested himself in the establishment
of the Congregational Church on Knox street,
which led to the organization of the Congregational CBurch on East Main street.
Nor are his special labors confined wholly
to church work.
His surgical operations attest
his

knowledge and

ability.

He was

the

first

surgeon in Galesburg to perform successfully
an abdominal operation, which was done
August 1, 1893. In order to perfect himself in
the study and practice of surgery, he went, in
1896, to Europe, remaining there nearly a year.
He was under the instruction of specialists.
Professors Springel and Kraske, two of the
best known surgeons in Germany. He then
returned to Galesburg and continued the practice of his profession, which has been uniformly
successful. In 1S98, he was offered and accepted
the

chair of the Principles and Practice of
Surgery and Surgical Clinics in the College of
Physicians and Surgeons, Keokuk, Iowa. From
time to time he has made contributions to the
medical and surgical literature of the day.
Dr. Percy has not been backward in perform-

ing his duties as a citizen. He is a progressive
man, and has shown originality in planning
and execution. He is an independent thinker
and is bold in the expression of his views. He
is intelligent with strongly marked characteristics, and is a better leader than follower.
He
is amiable in his public and private character,
generous in spirit, and gentlemanly in his bearing.
He believes in the elevation of humanity;
is charitable and kind; and has always shown
himself a public spirited citizen. He is a republican and labors for the interest and welfare of his city and country.
Dr. Percy
sota,

They

June
are

Katherine.

was married

12,

the

at Mazeppa,

Minne-

Josephine L. Robinson.
parents of one child, Sarah

18SS, to

Isaac Stiles Perkins, son of Walter and Harriet Perkins, was born in Southwick, Massachusetts, June 4, 1832.

He received all the advantages of a New
England farmer's son, and obtained his early
education at the public schools of his native
town. He also attended the Southwick and
Westfield academies. After he became of age,
he resolved to seek his fortune in the great
West. His first residence was at Terre Haute,
Indiana, where he was employed in teaching
a district school for one year. Preferring a
more active life to the confinement of the
schoolroom, he engaged himself as a commerHe«then
cial traveler for a period of five years.
returned to Massachusetts, continuing in the
same business until 1863, when he came to
Jacksonville, Illinois, where he was connected
with a hardware firm for one year.
In 1S64, Mr. Perkins came to Galesburg. and
was employed as the traveling salesman
By the geniality of
George W. Brown.

for
his

nature and his personal address, he was peculiarly fitted for this work, and the business prospered greatly under his efforts. In a short time
Mr. Brown had learned to place so much conin his integrity and ability, that he
of his large and
increasing manufacturing interest. As head of
the factory, he labored for the company for
twenty-two years, until ill health compelled
him to retire. He was instant in season in all
his work. He labored not for himself, but for
the great good and the best interest of his

fidence

made him general manager

employer.
In 1880. the company was
incorporated under the firm

reorganized and

name of George
W. Brown and Company, and Mr. Perkins was

elected vice-president,
until his retirement.

which position he held

By

bis untiring energy

and shrewd management, the patent litigation
and the demand for royalties were carried
through to a successful issue.
His efficiency was shown in every department
in which he was engaged, and on account of
the success that attended his efforts, he received
the hearty commendations of his employers.
Mr. Perkins had a decided talent for business.
He had quick perceptions, and his affability

and gentility

of

manners especially

fitted

him

deal with men. Two characteristics were
always manifested in his life and dealings with
These shone
others honesty and integrity.
to

—

out so conspicuously as to inspire confidence
in all with whom he came in contact.
On all moral questions, Mr. Perkins was ever
on the side of right. He had high ideals, and
the instincts of his moral nature ever pleaded
church and state.
for the better in both
Although he never sought or held any public
office, yet he was interested in and actively
identified with the affairs of the city of his
adoption. For fourteen years he was a member
of the city Library Board, giving his services
For nearly five
freely without compensation.
years he was a member of the Park Commission, and his services in this capacity were
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always considered most valuable.

He was

also,

for a" short time, a Director in the City Hospital.
In a like capacity, he served the Galesburg

Printing Company. For more than twenty
years he was a Director in the Second National Bank; and it may be truly said thai in
all these positions he was called lo fill, he
acquitted himself as a man of large experience
and of excellent judgment. His associates
always regarded him not only sociable and companionable, but of keen insight and wise in
counsel.
Mr. Perkins, in his political faith, was a
republican, having been identified with that
party from its organization. In religious belief,
he was a Congregationalist, having united with
the Old First Church <luring the pastorate of
Dr. A. R. Thain. And it may be said that during these many years of his connection, he kept
the laws and ordinances blameless, and walked
and demeaned himself as becomes a Christian
gentleman. For seveial years he was a member and President of the Board of Trustees,
and with the same untiring energy that was
displayed in his business relations, he labored for the interests and upbuilding of the

church.
Mr. Perkins' father died several years ago in
Massachusetts. His mother was once a member
of his household, living in Galesburg, but died
in Tuscola, Illinois, in July, 1885, while visiting her son.
Mr. Perkins was married in Westfield. Massachusetts. July 31, 1866, to Miss Eliza Clark, who
was a graduate of the State Normal School and
a teacher in the public schools of her native
State for several years. To them was born, in
Galesburg. November 24, 1873, one son, Clayton
Clark Perkins.
Mr. Perkins died in Galesburg on the twentyfirst

day of April.

Some

of

his

trips

took

him

for

issue in its platform.
In 1867, Mr. Robbins was married to Louisa
Babcock, daughter of Ransom and Mary (MilBabcock, who were among the earliest
ler)

Three children
of "Old Henderson."
Jennie M., wife of W. T.
to them:
Smith; Mary M.; and Frances Zilpha. Jennie
M and Mary M. are students at Knox College.
Mr. Robbins is Treasurer of the Galesburg
Brick and Terra Cotta Company. He has served
for two years as Supervisor for the City of
Galesburg. He is an upright man, a fearless
citizen, and enjoys the confidence and respect
of all who know him.
settlers

were born

1898.

HE>RY

prospecting

into the wildest portions of the West.
But the unsettled condition of the country was
not congenial to him, and ne decided to return
East. There was no railroad in that section of
the country, the Union Pacific reaching only
to the Missouri River, and the journey was a
dangerous one. Mr. Robbins started with only
one companion, but was soon joined by others
until there was a company of about one
hundred. In those days whole trains of travelers were sometimes annihilated, and they saw
along their route traces of ruined goods, and
sometimes the dead bodies of men. He returned to Knox County in December, 186,5, and
settled on the old homestead in Sparta Township.
In 1888, he came to Galesburg.
In early life Mr. Robbins united with the
Baptist Church in Ontario Township, but later
became a member of the Advent Christian
Church.
In politics, he was for many years a firm
republican, but when that party would not declare itself against the liquor traffic, he voted
with the prohibition party as a protest, hoping
that the republican party would embody the

months

JOHN ROBSOX.

M. ROBBIXS.
Henry M. Robbins, son of Cyrus and Polly
Maria Robbins, was born in Sparta Township,
His
Illinois,
August 28. 1842.
County,
Knox
parents, actuated by a sincere missionary motive, left their home in Eastern New York and

was born in Whittington,
County, England, March 5,
His father, John Robson, was a farmer
1827.
and raiser of stock. His mother, Mary (Brown)
He received
Robson, was of Scotch descent.

came,

in 1836. to this western country, which
was then almost a wilderness. Their children,
growing up in such an atmosphere of selfsacrifice and devotion, became men and women

and spent his youth upon the farm. As a young
man. he found employment for a time in a

of faith

old

railroad office in the vicinity of his birthplace;
but in 1850 he came to America and settled
Two
in Knox County, not far from Galesburg.
brothers. Robert and William, joined him here
in the Spring of 1851. and together they pur-

but who was too young to be admitted,
was spending the waiting time in teaching.
Later, Mr. Robbins attended Knox College for
several years, and afterwards Bryant and Stratton's Commercial College, in Chicago.
In early manhood, the spirit of adventure
took possession of him and he left the farm and
went to California and Idaho, by way of New
York and the isthmus, where he spent some
time in mining, prospecting and teaching.

chased land and engaged in farming. Three
years later. John Robson bought a farm for
himself, just north of Henderson, where he
continued to reside until his removal to Galesburg in 1889. This farm is still the property
As an agriculturist. Mr. Robof Mr. Robson.
son has met with notable success, and. like his
brother Richard, has conducted his operations
on a generous scale. For many years he has
been a prominent stockman, buying, feeding,
and shipping cattle for the Chicago market.
Lack of time and taste have kept Mr. Robson
from an active participation in politics. He

and unselfishness.

Henry's first months in school were in an
shop on the Churchill place. West Main
street. Galesburg. and in the Robbins District
School, in Sparta Township. Here Miss Mary
Allen West, who was prepared for Knox College,

John Robson
Northumberland

his education

in the

English

common

schools,
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is

and was elected
an independent republican,

''ZTs fsShoMer

'n'^he Galesburg National

o^tbeaienwood^^lce
Ba"nl'\nd^s^ president

year until his death, April

9,

He was

1883.

a

^^r.^yr,?nr^i::su^?Tr£

STeTafrmo^
living.

advancement without his
us upbund^ng and
the peer of any
'Ts'atrand citizen, he wasand
unvarnished,
open
man His character was plain
and unassuming.
Sid his manners were
his charitable feeland
heart
of
kindness
His
glamour around him that was
iriijs threw a
His genia

DAVID SAM{OR>
David Sanborn
the Citizens

will ever ^e

>-emembered by

oJ^«^-^-r:o^.gM%'oSa.«

el^cterarinle^^"

the

p'JfLin'gaud'^atfractive to everyone^
his
innk was an inspiration, and

tiienuiy

years

^!J, \t,

their

Rnbprt Wilev

as

a

three score
and upon the verge of
without the
Tnd ten laid down its burdens
accompanying nathtoefand agonies, usually
In his track lie no
ture's dissolving ties.
no empty haiid of
bruised or crushed hearts
betiayea
want, no imprecations fiom

wel

traveling com-

to Chicago,
journey across the country

pinched

Illinois,
and thence to Winchester,
at Winchester for a
^"^^r lanborn remained
to Bnmfleld, Peoria
few months, then went

liberal Principles
^''Mr'^'sanborn was a man of
by
'^"t hemmed
and broad views, and was
He was a member oi tne
„„^ r,r rlnptrine
faithful worker
a
was
and
SocTetv,
Universal St
true, ai d
He believed in the good and
[Le, ein
n
all God's children
n a Sappy home for
democi-at^but
political^aith, he was once a

m

m

Ltai.t=b^i^:iwa^s-?-^-

ac^:dTor ?he

^tr'S^'^riridonhis t^n^
the Burlington

which has now become a part of
was ap
Under President Pierce, he
Tystem
City
po nt?d Postmaster f the
^^^^f^^^^Hf
Assessoi.
in ist^v ^R-f;<) he was elected City
?^' 59-60-61 be hefd the office or General Sta^e
Insurance Com
Agent for the Hartford Fire
was
^^When the Internal Revenue Department
Mr^ Sanborn
es^bli^hed'during the Civil War,
/I

States Collec
was appointed Assistant UnitedP"°«ton^ But

of
Tor under Collector Bryant,
organizing the SeconQ
his great work was in
which stands a
Natifnal Bank of Galesburg,
reliable mone
^r,a nf the strongest and most
Sanborn was
?rrvfnstHutfons If the city. Mr.
he
President, which Position

ejected

its

t^rst

satisfaction to
filled with the greatest
death.
holder and patron until his
long period of service

Mr

Sanborn's

stock-

was

in

=^j^S:^^ASsf£f|^
^-c^r-

E,rr rSr^G^e

Sn"^Winir^D.:^rho™HvT?n^Sa^-F^|^s1k
\

Ts

'

Ponpr^ Western Agent

Secretary of

of the Chicago,

and
the Mechanics' Homestead

Loan Association.

HENRY McCALL
Hpnrv McCall
Ab"brTMc''call)

SISSOS.

and
Sisson, son of Pardon
Clinton^
Sisson, was born ^n

His Parenis
New York September 29, 1S29.They were marwp7e natives of New England.
Lebanon. Connecked ientember 30. 1827, in
New York,
County,
andSettled in Oneida
cut
until they
for fifteen years, or

came

to Gales-

^G^

t

cl

(^^^tnn/d>rtJ
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Four children were born
A (laughter, who died-about 1863; a
to them:
son who died in infancy; William Pardon, now
burg, Illinois, in 1S42.

of Peoria; and Henry McCall.
The ancestral line of the Sisson family, on
the mother's side, has been traced back to a
period.
length
stretches
eariy
Its
very

—

generations to Egbert,
the year 802, and was
styled "Rex Anglorura," or King of the Eng-

through

thirty-seven

who became King

in

lish.

great-grandfather
was
Captain
Henry's
a man of considerable prominence in his day and generation, who was born
In Lebanon, Connecticut. April 23, 1727.
He
was of the same family as Ephriam Williams,
founder of Williams College; and of William
Williams, one of the signers of the Declaration
of Independence, and Speaker of the Colonial
Congress.
Veach
married
Lucy,
fourth
daughter of William and Mary (Avery) Walworth, of Groton, Connecticut.
Her family
were related to Chancellor Walworth, of Saratoga. New York, and were descended from Gen-

Veach Williams

—

John Humphrey, Deputy Governor of Massachusetts Bay Colony, whose wife was descended from King Egbert. The genealogy of
this family presents many noted and historical
names. In this country, and to some extent,
in the Old World, families are so broken up
by emigration, marriage, and other conditions,
that it seems wonderful that so long and
eral

authentic a lineage as this of the Sisson family
could be secured.
Henry M. Sisson, who stands almost at the
end of this ancestral line, had, in his youth,
all the educational advantages that the common schools of his native town afforded. "Multum in parvo" was his motto, and from the
little offered, he possessed the spirit and ability
to extract much.
After leaving the common
school, he entered the Clinton Grammar School,
where he received thorough drill in some of the
more advanced branches. After arriving in
Galesburg, he continued his studies, in the
district school, and afterwards, entered Knox
Academy in the Fall of 1S43. He recited in the
college classes and made considerable proficiency in the study of Latin. But his bent of
mind turned to mathematics, which was easy
to him. and which he regarded as more closely
connected with the business of life. When only
sixteen years of age, he made such advancement
as to become manager and teacher in a public
school.

Mr. Sisson lived in Galesburg thirteen years,
and in the Summer of 18.55, removed to his
farm in Henderson Township.
He has been
engaged in agricultural ii suits and fine stock
raising from that time to the present, and has
been entirely successful. As a stock raiser and
a judge of fine stock, he is regarded as an
authority, and his reputation in that line extends far and wide.
>

Mr. Sisson has the confidence of his fellow
has been called to many places of

citizens, and
public trust.

He was first elected Supervisor
from Henderson Township in 1869; again in

1876, 1877, 1878; then in 1885, holding the office
for eleven consecutive years.
He

thereafter

has

been a School

Trustee;

member

of

the

County Agricultural Board; President of the
Farmers' Institute; Road Commissioner; memthe
Farmers'
Congress, for the
ber
of
World's Fair; delegate to the Farmers' National Congress, held at K'ort Worth in 1898;
President of the Old Settlers' Association of
Knox County; President of National Poland

China Swine Association; and for ten years
President of American Poland China Record
Company.
Mr. Sisson is a man plain in his manners,
and possesses a nature free from all disguise.
He is a lover of friends and home, strong in
his attachments, and unyielding in his purHe is intelligent, a great
poses and plans.
reader, and keeps himself abreast of the times.
The history of the country and party politics
is familiar to him, and his ability and discretion make
principles.

him strong

an upright
fidence and

citizen,
trust.

in

the defense of

He has always been regarded

his

as

and as one worthy of con-

In his religious creed, Mr, Sisson is broad
and liberal.
He believes in the religion of
deeds, rather than in ritual or ceremony.
He
attends the Presbyterian Church. In politics,
he is an uncompromising republican, and takes
a deep interest in every election.
Mr. Sisson was married, December 25, 1860.
to Eliza Jane, daughter of John and Jane A.
(Crane) Miller, who then lived in Chicago. Ten
years after the death of her mother. Mr. Miller moved to Galesburg.
He was one of the
early settlers of Chicago, and was elected one
of the first Trustees.
He died in Galesburg,

January

22,

1858.

The children born to Mr. and Mrs. Sisson are
the following:
John Miller, died December 1,
1863; Mary E.. died April 4, 1863; Delia Abba;
Dora Eliza; Fanny Owen; Margaret Miller;
Helen McCall; and Anna

AHTUrK

A.

Miller.

SMITH,

Judge Arthur A. Smith, for his sterling qualis entitled to the respect and veneration
of every citizen.
A life of duty well done is
always interesting, and commands universal
ities,

approbation.
Judge Smith, son of Eratus and Martha
(Hulick) Smith, was born in Batavia, Claremont County. Ohio. May 9, 1829. His father
was a New Bnglander by birth, a native of
Rhode Island; his mother, a native of Ohio.
The family removed to Illinois in the Fall of
1840. and settled upon a farm in Knox County.
Young Arthur spent his boyhood at the
paternal fireside, attending school and performing the customary duties of a farmer's son. On
account of the newness of the country and the
unsettled condition of the schools, his early
educational advantages were not the best; but
he had the ability and will to make the best
use possible of the means at his command, thus
laying a firm foundation for his future success.
After arriving in Knox County, he remained a

KNOX COUNTY.

746

member

of his fathers family until 1848, when
he became a student of the Preparatory Department of Knox College, and afterwards entered college, graduating with high honors in
1853.
Immediately thereafter, he commenced the
study of law under the instruction and supervision of Abraham Becker, an able practitioner
of Otsego County, New York. After remaining
with Mr. Becker for a year, he finished his
course in the office and under the tuition of
Hon. Julius Manning, of Peoria, Illinois, and
was admitted to the Ear in 1855. He opened
his first office in Galesburg, and continued in
active practice until the breaking out of the
Civil War.
Inspired by a patriotic spirit, he
then left home and friends for his country's
service. With General A. C. Harding, of Mon-

mouth, Illinois, he organized the Eighty-thiid
Regiment of Illinois Infantry— General Harding being elected Colonel, and Judge Smith
Lieutenant Colonel. This regiment was mustered in at Monmouth, August 21, 1802, and was
immediately ordered to Forts Henry and Donelson, where for a time, it performed guard
duty along the Cumberland. February 3, 1863,
the Confederate. Generals, Forrest, Wheeler,

and Wharton, with 8,000 men, made an attack
upon the Eighty-third Illinois, a company of
the Fifth Iowa Cavalry, and a section of the
guns of Flood's Battery. Colonel Harding commanded the post, and Colonel Smith the regiment.

This engagement is regarded as one of the
greatest triumphs of the war. The Confederates were determined to capture Fort Donelson.
They surrounded it and demanded its surrender. The little Spartan band, with heroic faith,
resolved to stand their ground and die, if needs
be, in their country's cause.
The Confederates
succeeded in capturing one gun of Flood's Battery.
Colonel Smith proposed to recapture it,
and with the assistance of a few men, made
the attempt, but without success.
The battle
raged until nightfall, and this little band of
patriots withstood this vastly superior force,

and at

last,

the rebels were forced to retreat.

The gunboats coming

up. Colonel Smith was
ordered to go aboard and direct the fire. This
caused the rebels to abandon their plan of
taking Fort Donelson.
General Lowe, the
commandant of Fort Henry, gave both Colonels

Harding and Smith great praise for their
bravery and meritorious conduct in this battle.
The following incident will show something
of the spirit and character of Colonel Smith as
a military man:
Lieutenant Gamble with six men was dispatched to guard a train going to Nashville.
He was attacked by rebel guerrillas, and both
he and his men were captured.
They were
stripped of their shirts and arranged in line
for the final tragedy, with this tab attached to
each one: "Killed by Guerrillas." As the deadly
aim was taken. Gamble made a leap for liberty
and escaped. The others were butchered on the
spot.
This act so outraged the feelings of
Colonel Smith that he issued orders that these

Inhuman butchers be

captured, dead or alive.
Subsequently, they were captured dead.
Lieutenant Gamble reached the camp in
Subsequently, for meritorious service,
General Harding was made a Brigadier General,
and Colonel Smith was assigned to the command of the District of Tennessee, with headquarters at Clarksville. This position he held
until the close of the war, when in 1865, he wis
mustered out and brevetted with the rank and
title of Brigadier General.
With these well-earned honors. General
Smith returned to his home in Galesburg; but
soon thereafter left for Clarksville, Tennessee,
on a business venture with W. A. Peffer, afterwards United States Senator for Kansas. In
this position, he did not remain long; for the
passions and animosities of the Southern people had been so aroused against the North during the rebellion, that it was extremely dangerous for a Northern man to attempt to live in
or pass through many sections of the South.
Frequently, under the cover of night. General
Smith was shot at, and he also received many
threatening letters. By the advice of friends,
he left Clarksville, and, in 1866, returned to
Galesburg, entering again upon the practice
of law, which he continued until 1867, when he
was appointed by Governor Oglesby Judge of
the Circuit Court to fill the unexpired term of
Judge John S. Thompson. In June, 1867, he

—

safety.

was elected to the same position, and for five
successive terms, he received the almost unanimous suffrages of the people for that office.
For the long period of twenty-nine years, he
sat on tlie bench as Circuit Judge, performing
his duty faithfully, wisely, and justly, with few
decisions of his reversed in the higher courts.
On account of ill health, he resigned two years
before the expiration of his last term of office.
In public and private life. Judge Smith has
shown himself to be a superior man. Rigid integrity, a sound judgment, prudence, and discretion are some of the elements of his character.
As a lawyer, his reputation is established for his fairness towards his opponent
and for his candor in speech and argument.
As a Judge, his impartiality and the justness
of his decisions were the predominating characteristics.
As a citizen, his views are broad,
liberal, and charitable, looking towards the improvement and welfare of his city, his State,
and his country. He is regarded as an upright
and trustworthy citizen, and is highly honored
for his services in the dark days of the rebellion, and as a Judge of the Circuit Court.
Judge Smith's religious creed is not narrow.
He accords to every man the right of worship
as he pleases. Early, he was a member of the
Methodist church, but in later years, he has
been an attendant at the Congregational service, though not a member of that church.
In politics, he is a staunch republican.
He
is a believer in party principles more than
party machinery.
He was a member of the
Legislature in 1861, and worked faithfully for
the interests of his constituents. He is a memmember of the Loyal
ber of the G. A. R.

m

;

^,

'<a<2.^t::^
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lieen

a

trustee of

Knox

Coi-

more tlian twenty years.
Judge Smith was married in 1855 to Mary
Delano, whose death and the death of one
lege for

child occurred the following year.

He was again

November 12. 1856. to Mary E. BenTo them were born five
of Galesburg.
Blanche V.. who is an accomplished
children:
musician, having spent five years in Europe

married.
ner.

studying music; Arthur A., an attorney-at-law;
DeWitt. who is engaged in the jewelry business in Chicago: Loyal L.. an attorney in Chicago: Benner X.. a leading lawyer in Salt Lake
City. Utah.

WILLIAM H. SM0LLIN<;EI{.
William H. Smollinger. President of Covenant Mutual Life Association, and son of John
Martin and Anna M. (Maurer) Smollinger. was
born in Milwaukee. Wisconsin, September 20,

ber,

life.
In February, 1880, he
to Galesburg to act in the capacity of
Assistant Cashier in the Covenant Mutual. In
December, 1882. he resigned that position to
take charge of the correspondence of the Parlin
and Orendorff Company. Canton. Illinois. He
did not remain long in this position, but returned to the Covenant Mutual in August, 18S3.
In 1889, he was elected Assistant Secretary, and
in 1890, Secretary, which post he held until
March, 1897, when he was elected President of
Covenant Mutual, which position he now holds.
Mr. Smollinger is a man highly respected by
Kind in disposition, affable
all who know him.
in manners, learned in his profession, he has
won the confidence of every one with whom
Free from all vanity and
he is associated.
vaingloriousness, possessed of urbanity and
himself favorably to
suavity, he addresses
every one.
He is modest, unassuming, and
never, in an obnoxious way, pushes himself to
the front.
After the waters are stirred, he
finds his opportunity, and improves it with a

the active duties of

came

sound judgment and keen discretion.
Mr. Smollinger has been connected with
various
societies.
He was initiated into
Veritas Lodge 47S, Galesburg. October 21. 1880;
into the Colfax Encampment 28, in 1882; has
filled all the offices in local lodges: represented
the Lodge and Encampment, of which he was
a member, in the State Grand Lodge and State

Grand Encampment; was elected Grand .funior
Warden of Grand Encampment of Illinois,
November, 1891; Grand Senior Warden Novem-

Grand High

Priest

in

1893;

Grand

JOHN VAN NESS STANDISH.

1858.

His parents were natives of Germany and
were married in Wertenberg. They came to
America in 1852. settling in Milwaukee, where
They then
they remained for sixteen years.
removed, in 1869, to Aurora, Illinois, where the
father died. The father's occupation was that
of a live stock and grain dealer.
William H. received his early instruction in
the excellent public schools where he lived.
His first school days were spent in Aurora,
Afterwards he took a course of study
Illinois.
at the North Western College at Naperville.
Thus equipped, he was well fitted to enter upon

1892;

Patriarch of the State of Illinois, November
and Grand Representative to the
1894;
Sovereign Grand Lodge. November 19, 1895.
He was also an active member of the
Patriarch's Millepost (Military Order of I. O.
O. F.), and served tor some time in the National body of that branch of the order as
Adjutant General, Third Army Corps.
Mr. Smollinger has never been abroad, but
he has gathered much information and broadened himself by his travels at home. He has
visited every State in the Union, and has also
made extensive trips into Mexico and Canada.
He belongs to no church organization. His
He firmly bepolitical creed is republican.
lieves in republican principles, and never has
had a desire to affiliate with any other party.
Mr. Smollinger was never married.
20,

John Van Ness Standish is a lineal descendant of Captain Miles Standish, of Pilgrim fame,
and was born in Woodstock, Vermont, FebruHis father was John Winslow
ary 26, 1825.

who was born in Pembroke, Massachusetts, July 19, 1785. He was a man of many
He was kind, affectionate, trustf'il,
virtues.
and had a heart full of love for everyone. He
possessed good natural powers of mind, and
lived to his ninetieth year an exemplary and
Standish,

honorable life.
His mother was Caroline Williams Myrick,
who was born in Woo(Jstock. Vermont, DecemShe was the daughter of Lieuber 20, 1790.
tenant Samuel Myrick, who served his country
through the Revolutionary War, She was devoted to her family and friends, domestic in
her home life, untiring in industry, frugal, discreet, intelligent, and her whole life of sacrifice
and duty is stamped indelibly upon the memory
of her children.
The ancestry of the Standish family reaches
back to a very early period in English history.
were two
In the thirteenth century, there
branches to the family: one called the "Standishes of Standish." and the other the "StandTheir location was
ishes of Duxbury Hall."
near the village of Chorley. Lancashire. The
first of the name was Thurston de Standish,
who was living in 1222. He had a son Ralph,
who had a son Hugh. In 1306. on account of
differences in religious views, one being Caththe other Protestant, the estate was divided; Jordan Standish becoming the proHugh, of Duxbury
prietor of Standish. and
Hall.
In 1677. Sir Richard Standish occupied
the Duxbury estate and in 1812. it came into
Titled
the possession of Sir Frank Standish.
nobility came into the family in the following
Froissart relates in his chronicles
manner:
that when Richard II. and Wat Tyler met. the
rebel was struck from his horse by William
Walworth, and then John Standish, the King's
Squire, alighted, drew his sword, and thrust
For this act he
it through Wat Tyler's body.
was knighted. This baronetcy, which was established in 1676, became extinct in 1812.
olic,
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The

history of the Standish family in America begins with Miles
Standish, the great
Puritan Captain, who was descended from the

Standishes of Duxbury Hall.
He was born
about 1584 and died at Duxbury, Massachusetts,
October 3, 1856. He inherited in a pre-eminent
degree the military qualities of his ancestors.
He was the Moses of his time and led the Pilgrim Band into the "Promised Land" of Liberty.
Without him. New England for a generation or two would have remained a wilderness and that little Plymouth colony would
have become extinct.
Miles Standish's first wife was Rose, a most
beautiful woman.
She died in about a month
after landing at Plymouth. According to tradition, his second wife was Barbara, a sister to
Rose.
By this second marriage there were
seven children.
The eldest was Alexander,
who built the cottage in 1666 now standing on
the "Standish farm" at Duxbury. For his first
wife, Alexander married Sarah, daughter of

John Alden.
His second wife was Desire
(Sherman) Doty, by whom he had four children.
Their eldest child was Thomas, who
married Mary Carver. Thomas had six children, the third birth being a son whose name
was Thomas, the great-grandfather of John
Van Ness. This second Thomas married Martah Bisbee and had two sons, one of whom
was named Hadley. Hadley married Abigail
Gardner and became the father of eleven children. The third child was John Winslow, who
married Caroline Williams Myrick. They had
six children, the fourth birth being John Van
Ness.

John Van Ness Standish belongs to the sixth
generation from the Pilgrim Captain. He was
not born in affluence, and consequently, has
been obliged to depend upon his own exertions
in the great contest of life.
He received the
rudiments of his education in the common
schools of his native town.
From these, he
passed into private schools, in which he spent
several terms.
He next became a student, for

academy at Lebanon, New
Hampshire, which would vie in thoroughness
and scholarship with many of the colleges of
to-day. Having finished here the entire course
of mathematics save the Calculus, and being
thoroughly prepared, he matriculated in Norwich University in 1844, and graduated as
salutatorian of his class July 7, 1847. While
in college, he was regarded as a most excellent scholar, and in mathematics, the leader
of his class. To meet his expenses during these
years of study, he taught school winters, commencing at the age of sixteen, and worked on
the farm summers. He made study a business,
squandered no time, and had but little leisure

several years, in an

for recreation or games.
After leaving college, he taught a select
school in Perkinsville, Vermont, and when this
was closed, he became principal of a graded
school in the same village. Not satisfied with
the prospects in his native State, he resolved
to seek his fortunes in the West. In the Fall
of 1850, he went to Western New York and
'

taught in the graded schools of Farmington,
Bergen, Macedon, and Victor, until he was
called to the Professorship of Mathematics
and Astronomy in Lombard University. Rev.
P. R. Kendall, a classmate, was its president,
and the letter of invitation sent by him to Dr.
Standish contained the following: "You and I
want you to take
are to build a college.
I
charge while I collect money." And it may be
said that Lombard University owes its existence to the labors of these two men.
On October 22, 1854, Dr. Standish arrived in
Galesburg, and on the following day, he entered upon his duties as Acting President and
Professor of Mathematics and Astronomy. He
was Acting President for three years, and the
institution prospered greatly under his management. From 1854 to 1892, a period of thirtyeight years, he held his professorship. Nor was
he confined to his own department. For seven
or eight years, he taught the natural sciences,
and if any new branch of study was introduced,
Dr. Standish was elected as the teacher.
A
professor said to him, "You have taught the
whole college curriculum." Dr. Standish replied, "Not quite."
Counting Geometry, Calculus. Logic, Cicero, Virgil, and Livy, as distinct studies, he has taught over seventy

more perhaps than any other two professors
in Galesburg.
In 1892, he

was

elected President of

Lombard

University, resigning in June, 1895.
For the
first seven months, he canvassed
for funds,
and raised by subscription forty-one thousand
five hundred dollars
a larger amount than
was ever raised in so short a time by any
other man working in the interest of the Uni-

—

The catalogues

will show that duradministration, the patronage gradually increased.
Dr. Standish performed signal service for
the college outside of his professorship.
He
planned the cabinet cases and, with the aid
of Mrs. Standish, raised the money to pay for
them. He raised the money and purchased the
Cabinet of Corals.
He obtained the Cowan
collection.
He secured the means to build the
bookcases.
He arranged and planned the
shrubbery on the college campus. As another
has said, "There is scarcely a place but that
you see his hand."
As a teacher. Dr. Standish had but few
equals.
He was original in his illustrations
and methods, and cared little for the opinions
He was a law
of men as written in books.
unto himself, and his teaching was neither

versity.
ing his

by book nor by rote. He was clear, incisive,
and never allowed the dullest student to pass
from him without a full comprehension of the

Many of his pupils used to say, "I
can carry away more of his instruction than
subject.

Dr. Anson L.
that of any other teacher."
Clark, a graduate of Lombard University in
1858, a Professor and President of Bennett Medical College in Chicago for more than a quarter of a century, and a member of the State
Board of Health for as long a period, pays
him the following tribute: "As a teacher, Pro-
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lessor Stanilish had few equals, no superiors.
With the subject so completely in hand himfor
the
self, it was always a wonder, how
benefit of some dull pupil he could go over a
mathematical demonstration again, again and
again, without the slightest appearance of imAnd to those observing this conpatience.
flict between light and darkness, it was especially pleasing to note the kindly light of interest and satisfaction which would pass over
his countenance when at last he saw that he
had won, and that the problem was compreHe made such victories a life-work
hended.
and acknowledged no defeat."
Rev. John R. Carpenter, whose pastorate is
at Rockland, Ohio, and who graduated at the
University in 1SS7, says: "Dr. Standish was an
He was a man of leading
ideal instructor.
characteristics, original, positive in his conclear-sighted,
and always worked
victions,
with a definite and good object before him.
He was a growing teacher, always bringing
forth some new view of the truth. Those who
have been students of Dr. Standish are always
grateful for the privilege of sitting at the feet
of one of the best instructors that this country
ever produced. He would carry his pupils up
to the heights and give them a view of the
promised land just beyond. But when once on
the heights, no true student ever came down
to his old position."
D. L. Braucher, a civil engineer and surveyor, and one of the best mathematicians ever
connected with the University, gives his impressions in the following words:
"Professor
Standish was always thoughtful, dignified in
his bearing, and anxious to make his pupils
viewed
from foundation prlnsee the truth as

He seemed more like a sympathetic
companion than teacher, while we were delving
cipjes.

for the hidden

truths of higher mathematics.
the problem, the more persistent the labor, till victory perched on our
banner, as she always did. Time has tinted
those memories as delicately as the sunshine

The more knotty

has painted the rainbow."
As a scholar. Dr. Standish stands preeminent. He is really an all-round man. Not
only is he well versed in the lore of books
and the teachings of the schools, but he has
been a great student in the broad fields of the
world. He is well posted in almost every department of science, literature, and art.
In
criticism, he has but few equals.
He excels
in rhetoric and in grammatical construction
in the use of words, and has been called by
some scholars a dictionary man. At the Ministers' Institutes, held in Chicago and other
places, he was selected above all others as the
critic for the entire sessions.

In his labors and zeal for the advancement
and improvement of the common schools, he
has hardly been excelled by any one. He has
held teachers' institutes, and lectured all over
the State from Jackson and Macoupin counties on the south to Lake and Jo Daviess counties on the north.
He was chairman of the
first meeting to establish graded schools
in

—
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other meetings held
From 1S5-4 to ISSO, he was a
attendant at the Knox County Inwas
a leading member
stitute of Teachers, and
The latof the State Teachers' Association.
ter body, in 1859, elected him president.
In
Dr. Standish has been a great traveler.
company with Mrs. Standish, he has visited the
Old Woild three times— in 1879, 1882-3, and in
1S91-2.
With the exception of Denmark and
Portugal, he has visited every country of EuHoly Land, and Asia
rope, Egypt and the
Minor, went to the North Cape within nineteen
degrees of the North Pole, saw the midnight
sun seven nights, and took a trip of a hunBoth
dred miles out on the Sahara Desert.
Dr. and Mrs. Standish have gone abroad for
study, as well as pleasure. In his own country,
he has visited every State in the Union excepting the Carolinas.
Both Dr. and Mrs. Standish are lovers of
art.
They hove visited every large picture gallery in the world, and many small ones. They
are conversant with the museums of Europe
and have studied cathedral and park whereever they have traveled. Egypt and Assyria,
Greece and Rome, have been laid under contribution, and their treasures have been spread
out before them.
As a public spirited man. Dr. Standish holds
a conspicuous place among his fellow citizens.
He has done much to improve the city, and has
given more hours of labor without compensation than any other man in it.
For more than
thirty years, he has made his own grounds the

Galesburg, and attended
in their interest.

constant

most attractive

in

the city.

Another said

to

him, "Your handiwork is seen all over Galesburg." He has an aesthetic nature, and is fond
of mountain scenery and beauty of landscape.
He is a horticulturist, and for nearly ten years,
was president of Knox County Agricultural
Society. He was once elected a member of the
Board of Education, and for many years, has
been a director in the Second National Bank.
As a man. Dr. Standish is kind, benevolent,

and charitable, and

will

make

sacrifices tor the

He is open hearted, and believes
honesty of purpose and intention. He has
no use for double-minded men. In religion,
he is a Universalist. In politics, he is a re-

public good.
in

publican.
Dr. Standish

was married March 24, 18,S9, to
Harriet Augusta Kendall, daughter of Francis
and Rebecca (Stowe) Kendall. She was a
teacher of painting. French and Italian in Lombard University for twelve years.

WILLIAM LUr.VS STEELE.
William Lucas Steele. A. M.. son of William
Lucas and Anna (Johnson) Steele, was born In
Adams County. Ohio, July 22. 1854. His parents
were Scotch-Irish
Covenanters.
His
father, who was a farmer, and a teacher in the
winter season, died at the age of thirty-nine,
when William L. was a year old.
In 1859, his mother moved with her family
of three children to Randolph County in southern Illinois. In 1869, she moved to Monmouth,

KNOX

750

order to secure the educational advantages presented there for her children.
Young Steele's elementary training was obtained at the various public schools where he
lived.
His ambition was to make the most of
his opportunities. Even at eight years of age,
he performed the ordinary work of a man on
the farm. Not satisfied with merely a common
^school education, he entered Monmouth College and graduated in the classical course with
high honors. After graduation in 1876, his
first employment was teaching. He took charge
of the Yates City schools in this county, remaining there tor seven years, when he was
elected County Superintendent. The latter office he resigned to accept the superintendency
of the Galesburg City schools, which position
he has held with distinguished credit since
August, 1885.
At Yates City, he laid the foundation tor
the school library, which has been flourishing
for over twenty years and has at present over
two thousand volumes. As County Superintendent, he wrote the first "Outlines for Ungraded Schools," which was published by the
Board of Supervisors. As City Superintendent,
he has introduced "Manual Training" and
"Elective Studies" for the High School.
As an educator. Professor Steele is a popular
man. He is popular among his teachers and
among the citizens. In the educational fraternity throughout the State, he is well and favorably known. Before the State Teachers' Association, he has frequently been invited to read
papers on educational subjects which have reflected great credit upon his ability.
In every
moral enterprise, he is a worker. He never
has aflSliated with any society, secret or otherwise, but is a firm adherent of the Presbyterian
Church. He has been the secretary of its Board
of Trustees for the past six years.
In his political sympathies. Professor Steele
is a republican.
On that ticket, he was elected
County Superintendent.
He was married October 20, 1887, to Helen
Carter Benedict, who died May 3, 1893.
She
had been a teacher in the city schools for three
years.
To them were born two daughters:
Gertrude Helen, born July 27, 1889, and Helen
Benedict, born February 11, 1893.
Illinois, in

LOREN STEVENS.
Hon. Loren Stevens, son of Cassius P. and
Clamentia (Smith) Stevens, was born in Westford, Vermont, May 25, 1845.
His father was a
farmer, whose sturdy habits were acquired and
strengthened among the rocks and green hills
of his native State.
In early life, he joined
the State Militia and attained to the rank of
Major.

Young Loren passed his childhood and his
youth at home on his father's farm. He was
helper in the fields, when not attending school.
His early educational advantages were not the
best, but he was possessed of a spirit and disposition for improving all his opportunities.
At the common schools in Essex, Vermont, to
which town his parents removed when he was
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three years old, he acquired his early education.
At the age of fourteen, he attended the
Essex Academy, and subsequently, at the age
of eighteen, took a course in Bryant and Stratton's Business College in Burlington, Vermont.
After leaving home at the age of seventeen,
he spent the first eight months in driving a
team for a manufacturing establishment.
Afterwards, he was a brakeman on the Central
Vermont Railroad, and while so employed, met
with an accident, which incapacitated him for
work. During the period of convalescence, he
attended the Business College at Burlington,
and after completing the course, was employed
as a teacher in the same institution for a year
and a half.
Not satisfied with the business opportunities
presented to young men in Vermont, he left
on November 13, 1865, for the West. He came
directly to Cleveland, Ohio, and remained there
and in Bedford, Ohio, until the following
Spring, when he came to Galesburg, Illinois,
arriving on May 25, 1866.
He was first employed in the office of George
W. Brown, where he remained for one year.
He then went into the office of B. Lombard, Jr.,

remaining for two years. He next returned to
the office of George W. Brown, remaining there
for the long period of seventeen years, when
he tendered his resignation as Secretary, July
During the next ten years, he devoted
1, 1886.
his time to his personal affairs and to buying
and selling real estate. On June 1, 1896, he
assumed the duties as Cashier of the First National Bank of Galesburg, which position he

now

holds.

Mr. Stevens has

won

gree of popularity and
his

fellow-citizeus.

for himself a
is

good de-

highly esteemed by

He was

elected

Mayor

of

Galesburg on the Citizens' ticket and held the
office for two years.
He is also a member of
the City Park

Commission and

still

holds that

position.

Mr. Stevens is a public spirited man, and is
ever ready to aid any enterprise that will be
He has taken great inof benefit to the city.
terest in the establishment and management
of the Galesburg Hospital. He was elected one
of the first trustees and still holds that position.
He is also Secretary, Treasurer, and DiMotor and
rector of the Galesburg Electric
Power Company; was a charter member of the
Galesburg Club; was one term a director of
the same, and has always retained his membership.
Mr. Stevens has traveled quite extensively in
his native land, having visited thirty-six States
and territories and taken trips into Canada
and Mexico. By these travels, he has become
well acquainted with the industries of his own

country and has enlarged materially the sphere
Moreover, in his charitable
of his knowledge.
gifts, he has been liberal, as the Hospital, Y.
M. C. A.. Dorcas Society, and Universalist

Church

will testify.

Mr. Stevens is well informed and industrious.
His manners are frank and simple, and his
actions are courteous towards every one.
His
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record

is

that of a faithful, conscienUous, and

patriotic citizen.
In his religions

bound by creed or
versalist

Church,

views,
ritual.

but

is

he

is

not

a

—

not
the Uni-

liberal,

He attends

member.

In

He is not a
he is a republican.
politics,
politician, but an earnest believer in the principles of that party.

He was married May 25. 1870, to Lizzie C.
Simmons, a native of New York State. To
them was born, December 11, 1S7G, one daughter, Ethel; died August 30, 1877.
M.VUY EVELYN STROXd.
Mary Evelyn Strong. Principal of the Galesburg kindergarten Normal School, was born
at Glens Falls, New York. February 14, 1854.
Her parents. Ira Harrington and Mary Ann
York,
(Holt) Strong, were natives of New
spending the larger part of their lives in Glens
Falls.
They were a frugal and industrious people, and brought up their children in the strict
rules of morality and right living. They came
to Galesburg. Illinois, when Mary Evelyn was
only three years old. In the Spring of 1861,
the mother was left a widow without means
and with the care of five children. She was a
frail woman with great energy, which enabled
her to support her family. The children's success is largely due to the tender care and early
training of the mother.
Miss Strong, when only six years of age, met
with an accident, which disabled her. Consequently she was never able to attend school.
She had. however, excellent teachers at home
and learned much from the open book of naEvery bud and flower, bird and insect,
ture.
and sparkling dew drop had an attraction for
her. She saw in them God's handiwork.
Though an invalid, her childhood was a very
happy one. Her waking hours were spent in
reading the instructive books furnished her
by loving friends. Much time was spent with
pets: and the raising and care of chickens was
She engaged, too. in rifle
a pleasant pastime.
practice and became an expert marksman. Her
skill was never exercised in taking life; for
her humane feelings were too sensitive to kill
the innocent beings that God has made.
Her love for teaching was an inborn passion,
and when only a child, she gathered children
about her to instruct. At the age of twelve,
she taught Bible stories to the children of the
neighborhood, on Sabbath afternoons.
The

numbers increased until her home was not
large enough to accommodate them, and finally
this school was made a part of the City Mission School.
Her first real teaching, however,
began when she was fourteen. It was a private
school, which she taught for two years.
On
account of ill health, this was discontinued.
She still pursued her studies, and in order to
obtain

the necessary books, she engaged in
embroidering and similar work, as this could
be done in a reclining position.
Soon, however, she was sent to the National Surgical
Institute

at

Indianapolis,

for

surgical

treat-

ment, and while there, she took a six years'

course in Miss Alice Chapins Training School
for Kindergartners, spending part of the time
in her school and part of the time teaching at

home.
Miss Strong's first kindergarten was begun in
her mother's dining room, in the Spring of
1879.
In the Fall of that year, a pony and basket phaeton was secured to bring the children
from different parts of the town. This conveyance was nick-named the "Kindergarten
Clothes Basket."
In the Fall of 1880, Miss Strong's mother
moved to Creston, Iowa, making it necessary to
find other quarters for
the school.
Rooms
were obtained over O. T. Johnson's store; but
Main street was found to be an undesirable
place for little children. Then apartments were
obtained over the old fire-engine house on
Prairie street, which proved to be less desirable. All this time the kindergarten was making friends, and among whom was the Rev.
Dr. Thain, pastor of the "Old First Church."
It was he that secured for the school the First
Church Chapel, where it remained for six
years.
From this time, may be dated the kindergarten's real success and recognition as a
school.
In 1885, Miss Strong first began the training
of public school teachers, who wished to use
kindergarten methods in their work.
Having
never attended the public schools, she found
that her lack of knowledge concerning grade
work would be a barrier to her success. So
she closed her school at the end of the Winter's
term, in order to study the common school

system. She t< ok an agency in Iowa, canvassing half a day and visiting school the other
half, until she became thoroughly acquainted
with common school methods.
She says:
"This trip proved to be financially so successful that my friends urged me to give up teaching and accept a permanent position offered me
by the firm for which I worked. I had no such
thought, however, and September found me
again in the schoolroom, with my little ones
and my first Normal School."
In order that this school should be a siiccess, permanent quarters must be
obtained.
The old Christian Church property was secured, and the church and the school occupied
it in harmony for six years,— Miss Strong
residing in the same building.
In 1890. Miss Strong took the initiatory step
to form a "free kindergarten."
A free kindergarten association was organized, composed
of three members from each church in
the
city, and to-day this school is in successful
operation.
Miss Strong is a living example of one who
not only has piirsued, but has acquired knowledge under difficulties. With poor health and
for manv years prostrate upon a couch of pain
and extreme suffering, she has risen to a
height that the physically strong might envv.
In this city she has done a noble work for the
cause of education, and in the hearts of the
people, she is not without honor. In her work,
she is thorough, and never attempts to give

a
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instruction on subjects in wliich siie is not well
She is gentle and kind, and her moral
versed.
influence over children and others is great and
In the cause of temof a highly exalted kind.
perance, she has labored, and in 1S94, she was
elected a member of the Board of Education on
the Woman's Christian Temperance Union
ticket, which was endorsed by the general pubShe was re-elected in 1897, with no oplic.
position, although there were four tickets in
In religion, she is an earnest
the field.
Christian, and for many years was a member
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, but later
Central
Congregational
the
with
united
Church. Her travels have been somewhat limited and connected mostly with her work as a
For educaspeaker on educational subjects.
she has
tion, for morality, for temperance,
been a faithful worker, and her reward is
found in the universally expressed sentiment
done;
good
and
faithful
of all,— "Well
servant."

JOSI.VH TILDEX.
Josiah Tilden is a "Green Mountain Boy."
is the son of Joseph Foster and Clemen-

He

tine

(Lyman)

Tilden,

and

was

born

in

Rochester, Vermont, February 14, 1830.
His
parents were natives of Hartford, Vermont,
and were married in that town, January 16,
1828.
After marriage, they lived in Rochester,
until 1840, when they removed to Newbury in
the same State, living there fourteen years.
In April, 1854, they came to Galesburg. Illinois,
where they resided until 1864. They then went
to Rochester, New York, in order to make their
home near a daughter who resided there. In
early life, the father's occupation was that of a
merchant, live-stock dealer, a wool-buyer and
shipper.
He was an industrious man and a

good

citizen.

The name Tilden is common in the County
of Kent, England. At an early date, one of the
"dens" or "dales" bore this name before the
period of the adoption of surnames. The name
is found in the will of John Tilden, of Benenden, England, recorded September 12, 1463. He
was born about the year 1400. Another of the
name, Joseph Tilden, was one of the merchant
adventurers of London, who fitted out the Mayflower, and furnished quite a portion of the
means which enabled her passengers to found
and maintain the infant settlement in America.
Nathaniel Tilden, with his wife Lydia and
seven children, came over in the ship Hercules
in March, 1634.
On the list of passengers, his
name stands first, and the first conveyance of
land, recorded at Scituate in the Massachusetts Bay Colony, was made to him in 1628.
Another of the Tilden family, Stephen, married Hannah Little, of Plymouth, whose ancestors came over in the Mayflower in 1620.
One of the same name, Stephen Tilden, living
In Lebanon. Connecticut, in 1724, moved to
Hartford, Vermont, in 1767, settling near White
River Junction. He purchased a proprietor's
right of four hundred acres of land for two
dollars and fifty cents. Afterwards, he bought

for his
rights.

children

several

other

proprietor's

Josiah Tilden received the customary education given in the district schools of that early
day, supplemented by a course in the seminary
at Newbury, Vermont. He seemed to have the
ability to extract much from little, for he is a
well informed and a well educated man. After
leaving school, his first occupation was clerking in the store of Freeman and Henry Keyes
in Newbury, where he remained six and a half
years.
His work was very laborious, and his
wages were small. With the greatest economy
and self denial, he scarcely saved enough to
defray his expenses to Galesburg, Illinois,
trip he had planned with a view of bettering
his fortune.
He came across Lake Michigan
to Chicago; thence
by "limited" canal to
LaSalle; thence down the Illinois River to
Peoria; and lastly by stage-coach to Galesburg,
arriving, October, 1851, at the celebrated "Palmer House" which stood at the corner of Main
and Cherry streets. After spending a little
time visiting his sister, who was then Principal of the Ladies' Department of Knox College, he began to look around for employment.
So poor was his success that he was on the
point of returning East, when a fortunate opportunity was offered him. The Central Military Tract Railroad Company employed him to
open its accounts. Before this, no books had
been opened, and the papers were kept in a box
in a loose condition. Thus it may be said that
Colonel Tilden was the first person to open the
books of what has now become the great Burlington system.
On January 6, 1852, Colonel Tilden began
clerking in the store of Silas and Warren
Willard, situated on the southeast corner of
He remained
the "Square" and Main street.
with them until March, 1853, when, with David
Sanborn as partner, he bought the general
stock of goods of William Butcher. This store
was situated two or three doors east of the
Willard store, and was known from the sign
over the door as "Uncle Sam." This copartnership continued for two and a half years,
when Colonel Tilden sold out to Mr. Sanborn,
and built a modern building, twenty-five by
sixty feet, the finest store room then in Galesburg. It was the first building with large glass
in the windows, four to the window, and was
rendered attractive thereby. He continued in
the mercantile business until the Civil War
broke out, when he sold out to Warren C.
Willard.
Colonel Tilden's military record is a worthy
one, and he is deserving great credit for the
part he took in the War of the Rebellion. He
was appointed Paymaster in the United States
Army. May 27, 1863. His commission bears the
signatures of Abraham Lincoln, and Edwin
M. Stanton as Secretary of War. Hon. Owen
Lovejoy. then member of Congress from this
district, was the bearer of the document to
him. During his service in the army, he paid
to soldiers nearly ten million dollars. Colonel
Tilden was one of eight paymasters, going on
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the steamer Ruth, August 4, 1SG3, to Vicksburg,
Mississippi, with two million six hundred thousand dollars, when she was set on Are by a
His
rebel and burned with all the money.
clerk, Simeon Martin, son of Deacon Martin,
of this
others,
clerks,

city,

was drowned with about

thirty

among whom were two paymasters'
who could not swim. Colonel Tildeu
ashore, saving nothing but the clothes
he had on. It was midnight, and the struggle
was with fire and water, and impenetrable
darkness. The rebels had offered a prize for
To
the destruction of United States boats.
counteract this, summary punishment was
meted out to all when captured, who made the
Without delay, a court-martial was
attempt.
held and the guilty one was loaded down with
heavy pieces of iron, taken to the rear of the
boat and commanded to swim ashore.
Colonel Tilden, during the war. had several
very fortunate escapes from capture.
At one
time, at Springfield, Illinois, he had in the safe

swam

two hundred thousand dollars for payment to
soldiers on the following day. The next morning,

he was to go to the camp to disburse this

money. During the night his office was broken
and his clerks, probably chloroformed,
were robbed of about three hundred dollars
Colonel Tilden says:
of their own money.
"The largest check I ever drew was two hundred eighty thousand dollars, and many others
for large amounts.
I remember well,
coming
over from Indianapolis to Springfield one
night, bringing four hundred thousand dollars
in two carpet satchels, tied up with a rope.
I
into,

dressed

in

old

clothes,

my

clerk

carrying

one satchel; and I, the other, to pay soldiers
mustered out, and waiting for their pay.
I
felt a relief when I had turned it in at the First
National Bank, Springfield, to Cashier Tracy,
now President of the bank.
For three j'eais of faithful service, and it
might be said, for honesty and ability, he received a commission as Lieutenant Colonel,
dated April 15, 1S66, and signed by Andrew
Johnson, President, and Edwin M. Stanton,
Secretary of War.
His certificate of non-indebtedness and adjustment of accounts from
the Second Comptroller of the Currency and
E. B. French, Auditor, is dated. August 27, 1870.
Colonel Tilden, by his manliness and upright
character, has won the respect and confidence
of his fellow citi.:3ns generally. In some good
degree, they havo tried to repay him for his
services in the field.
May G. 1SG7. he was appointed Deputy United
States Collector by
William Kellogg Collector, for the counties of
Knox, Henry, and Bureau. At the end of one
year, he resigned, went to Missouri, and bought
1.525 acres of land
near Carthage.
In the
Spring of 1870. he moved there with his family
and lived for twelve years. Impressed with the
duty and responsibility of educating his children, he returned to Galesburg in 1882. Since
his return, he was elected .Justice of the Peace
in April. 1884. ard has been re-plected three
terms, serving in that office thirteen ypars. He
was also Secretary and Treasurer of the Gales-

burg Gas Company, owning stock in the same,
which he sold when he went tn Missouri.
Colonel Tilden is decisive and unswerving In
his political views.

When

in

Vermont

in 1851,

he voted the whig ticket. He has been identified with the republican party since its orHe says; "I have voted that
ganization.
ticket first, last, and all the time." His travels
in this country have been quite extensive
having visited more than twenty-five States.
Colonel Tilden is a man of great moral
worth. To his convictions and to his friends,
he is true as steel. Double-mindedness is no
element of his character, but firmness of purpose and stableness of action are his ruling
He is open hearted and frank, and
traits.
despises all innuendoes and deceit. He is thoroughly patriotic, and benevolent and charitable
In his
in his dealings with his fellow-men.
church relations, he is a Congregationalist, and
was one of the fifty-one persons that organized
the "Brick Church" of Galesburg. He went to
Boston with Warren C. Willard to invite Dr.
Edward Beecher to become their pastor. In
church, city, and county, he has acted a conspicuous part, and the reward that comes from
duty is his.
Colonel Tilden was united in marriage at
Galesburg, Illinois, October 26, 1857, to Jeannette Lucretia Abbott, born in Vernon, Connecticut, June 3, 1836. The marriage ceremony
was performed by the Rev. Edward Beecher, D.
She was the daughter of Bickford and
D.
AraeUa Abbott.
They have had seven children, four sons and
three daughters Emma, Edward. Alice, Jeannette, Bertrand Josiah, Joseph Abbott, Earnest
Lyman, and Amelia Clementine.
Emma, Edward, and Joseph Abbott are de-

—

ceased.

GEORGE WALL.\CE

THO.Ml'SON.

George Wallace Thompscm was born in the
of Canada, near St. Mary's, Ontario,
He is the son of Robert and
1850.
Theresa (Lee) Thompson and was brought
up on a farm. His parents came to Knox
County in 1872, and are now living on a farm
near the city of Galesburg. They were born in
the northern part of England, and the father in
his younger days was a stone-cutter.
Judge Thompson received the customary in-

Dominion
August 9,

struction of the common school of his native
Afterwards, he attended the grammar
school at St Mary's, working on the farm durHe then entered Upper Canada
ing summer.
College at Toronto, and finally Toronto University, where he took a full literary course.
He graduated in 1874 with the degree of
Bachelor of Arts, winning a scholarship every
year and a gold medal at graduation. By the
labors of his own hands, he earned the means,
principally, to meet the expenses of his college
He read law while a student at colcourse.
lege, and afterwards, with William Davis in
He was admitted to the Bar in
Galesburg
Iowa at Fort Madison in 1875 and practiced
In June, 1877,
at Sibley, Iowa, for two years.

town.
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he came to Galesburg, and practiced uninterruptedly in the courts of Knox County and the
State, until he was elected to the office of Circuit Judge.
His boyhood was passed on his fathers
Canada farm, which was stony and once heavEarly, he had a great fondness
ily wooded.
for

books and a desire for learning.

While

attending the district school in winter, he borrowed books to begin the study of the classics;
and while working on the farm during the day,
he spent the early morning and the evening
with a portion of the night in reading and
study.

A

chancery

suit,

involving his father's farm,

was the immediate cause of Judge Thompson's
removal from Iowa to Illinois. His first copartnership was with Mr. Davis under the firm
name of Davis and Thompson. This co-partnership was dissolved, and from 1S83 to 1893, he
practiced alone. Then the firm of Thompson
and Shumway was established, and in 1S96,
that of Thompson, Shumway and Wasson.
Judge Thompson remained a member of this
firm until June, 1897, when he was elected
Judge in the Ninth Judicial Circuit of Illinois,
comprising the counties of Knox, Warren,
Henderson, Hancock, McDouough, and Fulton.
Judge Thompson has never been an officeHe has held but few offices. He was
seeker.
elected Alderman of the First Ward of the City
of Galesburg in 1880, and held the office until
He is a member of several societies and
1884.
has filled important positions therein. He is
a member of the Masonic Order, Oddfellows,
and Knights of Pythias. He joined the Alpha
Lodge of Masons in 1877, and was an officer
continuously therein from 1878 to 1898. He was

Worshipful Master four terms, and Eminent
Commander of Galesburg Commandery the

same length of time.
As a lawyer. Judge Thompson has always
borne a very h''gh reputation. His fame expanded and spread by reason

management

of

cases at

of his intelligent
court, and his fair

treatment of witnesses on the stand. He has
always been sought after for his reliability and
fair-mindedness and for his superior knowledge of common and statute law. As a Judge,
he is known for his quickness of decision and

He is just in his citations of
impartiality.
points of law, and has earned the respect and
esteem of both counsellor and jury. As a citizen, he is kind and forbearing, and is worthy
He is charitable in
of public confidence.
speech and act is helpful in all needed reforms and improvements, and never withholds
a helping hand from the needy and suffering.
Judge Thompson is broad and liberal in his
religious views. He belongs to no church, but
is a regular attendant at the Baptist Church,
of which his wife is a member. He is a strong
republican, and has been identified with that
party from the time he was old enough to cast
his

first vote.

He was married September 12, 1884, to Hettie
who was born at Galva, Henry CounShe is a graduate of Knox College,

Linsley,

ty, Illinois.

and was Librarian in the Galesburg
Library
father,

five

Public
years prior to her marriage. Her

James H. Linsley, up

to 1899,

was Road

Master of the Chicago, Burlington and Qulncy
With this road, he was connected
Railroad.
for forty-six years.

Judge and Mrs. Thompson are the parents of
Alma C, Ruth L., and Walthree children:
lace L.

FRAXK DAVID THOMSON.
Frank David Thomson, Principal of the
Galesburg High School, was born one half mile
west of the Lapham bridge in Truro Township,
Knox County, March 6, 1864. His parents
were Presson Wheeler and Mary S. (Lapham)
Thomson. They came to Illinois in 1851, soon
settled
after their marriage, and
in
Truro
Township, where Mr. Thomson bought a sawmill on Spoon River in 1853.
He also worked
a farm; and when in the later sixties the sawmill was burned, he gave his entire attention
Mr. Thomson was born in Ohio;
to farming.
his family were of New England stock.
One
brother, David Thomson, was a general in the
Presson Thomson was gifted with
Civil War.
for
inventing;
he
was
greatly
intera genius
ested in all mechanical devices, was original in
his ideas and, in his inventions, was far ahead
Thus he invented a cultivator, a
of his time.
sulky and gang plow, a road scraper, a threehorse evener, a corn-planter and checkrow
with original features which are highly commended. He is also endowed with a talent for
music, and plays the violin. This musical ability has been inherited in a remarkable degree
by his five sons. Mr. Thomson served for several terms as Supervisor from Truro Township.
Mrs. Thomson has always been entirely devoted to her family; she is a woman of rare
judgment and strong personality. Mrs. Thomson's ambition has been to see her sons well
educated, and respected men.
Her father,
Augustus Lapham, was of Welsh and English
parentage.
He was born in Rhode Island in
1806, settled in Marion County, Ohio, and then
came to Illinois in 1851. He was the first Supervisor for Truro Township after Knox CounHe had
ty adopted township organization.
three brothers, who, like himself, were teachers; two of them had attended Yale University.
In 1874, the Thomsons removed to Canton,
Illinois, and in the following year to Yates
City, where they now live. Frank D. Thomson
spent his boyhood upon the farm. He lived an
active, out-door life, and enjoyed nothing better
than a ramble in company with his dog, or a
boat-ride on the Spoon. Like his father he, too,
is clever and ingenious in mechanical construction.
His mother's ambition, also, had taken
possession of "lis mind, and he was early conscious of the desire "to be somebody" as he
often heard his mother express it.
When a boy he attended the district school
in Truro Township, the public schools in Canton and Yates City. During his High School
course in the last named place, he studied under the prlncipalshlp of Mr. W. L. Steele, now

—
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With

the assistance of his brother, Leroy,
Mr. Thomson was enabled to attend Knox
College, receiving from that institution the degree of A. B. in 1S92, and that of A. M. iu 1S95.
When the latter degree was conferred, Mr.
Thomson delivered, at the invitation of the colDuring his college
lege, the Maste.-'s Oration.
course he united with the Christian Ciuirch at
Galesburg.
By the advice and with the material assistance of Mr. Albert J. Perry and

Superintendent Steele, Mr. Thomson spent two
years, 1S92-4, in Baltimore at the John Hopkins
University, making a special study of history,
science,
political
economics, and sociology.
While fortunate in having had the assistance
of willing friends, Mr. Ihomson. after all, owes
the attainment of his education and his successful career largely to his own industry and
pluck, for he belongs to that interesting group
of young men who have a mind to help themselves and the spirit to work their way.
Appreciating the conditions of his own advance,
it has been his pleasure to assist in his turn
the brothers who have followed in his steps.
Mr. Thomson's professional success has been
rapid.
He had charge of the village school at
Douglas for three years; of the Yates City
High School for two years, 1889-91. although
he gained his first experience in teaching, as
"Master" in the district school at Arkansas
Corners, Truro Township, several years before.
During the school year 1894-5, he was Principal
of the Sumner School in Peoria, and then was
called to the Principalship of the Galesburg
High School, a position which he has held ever
since.

On his coming to Galesburg the "elective system" was introduced into the High School and
his work, together with that of an efficient
corps of assistants, has been to show that this
system can be effectively oppratel in
HiSchool.
His idea iu education has been that
,i

the school should be of the greatest service to
the greatest number, and that the "elective
system," when properly handled, produces that
result by adapting the school more easily to
the needs of individuals who need the most
help. Owing largely to the success of this plan
the school has increased in number from 214 in
1S0.T to 49.5 in 1S99.
Mr. Thomson has been
siKCPssful as an instructor and as an executive,
nn.l by both teachers and pupils is held In high
esteem.
For a number of years he has been
employed as a teacher in summer institutes.
He takes a just pride in the spirit of the institution in which he works.

JOSEPH TONFLLO.
.Toseph

Tonello.

parlor

of

Saint

Patrick's

Church, Galesb.Tg, commands the eminent re-

who know him as a priest and as
He was born in Turin. Italy. March

spect of all
a citizen.

Ifi. 1851.
His parents were Michael and Laura
Giueia Tonello. His father carried on the business of a contractor. Roth parents were lovers
"f art and were especially proficient in music.

They were exemplary

Catholics, and

it

is

told

Y,

Laura Tonello that she was able to repeat
in both Itauau and Latin all the Psalms, a
great part of tlie Book of Job, the whole of
Ruth, the four Gosnels, and some of the Epis-

of

Saint Paul, besides other portions of the
sacred writings.
Of the earlier ancestry, the
majority had followed a military career; both
grandfathers served under Napoleon 1., and
one participated in the fateful campaign
against Russia. Besides the soldiers, however,
this family had produced several magistrates
and artists, one of whom. La Tonello, was a famous soprano in her time. One of his relatives
was the well known Italian diplomat, Michael
Tonello, who was commissioned by the Italian
Government to negotiate with Pope Pius IX.
for the unity of Italy.
The childhood of Joseph Tonello was spent
for the most part at home, during the winters
in town, during the summers among the .\lps
of Switzerland and Northern Italy.
His association was with artists and with those of
artistic tastes.
His own favorite recreation,
even as a boy, were drawing and music. Before the time came for military service, he attended the Gymnastic and Military School for
seven years. His school training began with
the Society of Christian Brothers, at the age
of six.
At nine he entered the public gymnasium at Turin, and after completing the five
years' course required in that institution, was
admitted to the Lyceum, or College. He later
became a student in the University of Turin,
where he specialized in mathematics and archiFollowing his course in the univertecture.
sity, he traveled ant' studied in Switzerland, applying himself now more directly to the
classics, to philosophy and modern languages.
He finally became a student of theology and a
member of the Order of Charity. In 1878,
Father Tonello was ordained a priest and settles of

tled

at

Domodossola.

In

1879,

he was made

Vice Rector in the college at that place, teaching various branches until his departure for
this country in 1892.
Upon his arrival In
America, Father Tonello was employed for a
time in missionary work among the poor miners; but in October, 1893. he was appointed to
the charge of Saint Patrick's, where he has
since remained.
In musical circles. Father Tonello fills a conspiciious place.
early days, now

Some

of his artist friends of

famous in their profession,
have been brought to Galesburg because of his
presence in that city. He is himself a musician
of acknowledged talent, and among his numerous compositions, one in partic\ilar, "Cuba's
Dream." has achieved widespread fame.

JOHN JAMES TIXMCMFF.
Hon. John Jama's Tunnicliff, lawver, son of
Nelson and Mary (Smith) Tunnicliff. was born
in Penn Yan. Yates County, New York, March
His father was a merchant and son
17. 1841.
of John Tunnicliff, who was one of the early
settlers of Herkimer County, New York.
The educational advantages of Mr. Tunnicliff
were of the better kind. After receiving the
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rudiments of his education in tlie public schools
of his native town, he was placed under competent instructors and fitted for a more advanced course of study. He entered Hamilton
College, located at Clinton, Oneida County, New
York, and graduated with high honors in 1S63.
Immediately after graduation, he took a course
in the Albany Law School and was admitted
at the Bar in 1864. He then came West and
entered the office of Judge D. G. Tunnlcliff at
Macomb, Illinois, where he remained until he
His
came to Galesburg in September, 1865.
'

partnership here, in the practice of law,
the late Thomas G. Frost, one of the
leading lawyers of the State, under the firm
This partnerof Frost and Tunnlcliff.
ship continued until 1871, when it was dissolved by the removal of Mr. Frost to Chicago.
This firm had a large and extensive practice
in the counties of Knox, Warren, Henry, Mercer, and Henderson, and also had many cases in
the Supreme Court of Illinois and some cases in
the United States Court
Mr. Tunnlcliff has been called to positions of
honor and trust, which is an evidence of the
confidence of the people in his ability and integrity.
At the general election in 1872, he was
first

was with

name

elected State's Attorney for Knox County, and
was re-elected five successive times, holding
the office until 1892, a period of twenty years,
and then declined a re-election. He was elected
Mayor of the City of Galesburg in April, 1895,
and held tht office until 1897.
Mr. Tunnlcliff ranks high as a lawyer, and
when he was State's Attorney, he prosecuted
several criminal cases of national notoriety. He

prosecuted

John Marion Osborn for murder,
at Knoxville, March 14, 1873,

who was hanged

—being

the Jirst and only criminal suffering
punishment in Knox County. He also
prosecuted
the
notorious
"Frank Rand,"
known as the "Bandit of the Wabash," who
was sentenced to the penitentiary at Joliet
for life, where he tried to murder the Deputy
Warden and afterwards hung himself in his
capital

cell.

Mr. Tunnlcliff holds no official position at
present. He is engaged in the practice of law
firm name being J. J. and G. Tunnlcliff.
a citizen, he has lived a life above reproach. He is esteemed as a man of stern integrity, consistent in his views, wise and discreet in judgment. He is affable towards all,
and with friends, frank and familiar, without
the appearance of affectation. In religious
faith, he is Presbyterian.
His political creed is
republican.
Mr. Tunnlcliff has been twice mai»>-ied. He
was first wedded July 4, 1866, to Catherine
Ludlow Burrows, who was born at Avondale,
Ohio; died April, 1871. By this union, one son
was born to them: Fredrick B.

—the
As

He was married

a second time January 23,
Saginaw. Michigan, to Margaretta
at
1873,
Willoughby Duffleld. daughter of Rev. George
Duffield, D. D., late of Detroit. Michigan.
To
them were born three children: George Duffield,

Augusta Willoughby, an^ John

J., Jr.

JOH> BOWEN

VIVIOiN, M. D.

John Bowen Viviou, M. D., son of Hervey and
Mildred (Ryon) 'Vivion, was born in Clark
County, Kentucky, October 23, 1810. At eight
years of age, his father's family moved to Warren County, Kentucky, where they remainefi
for six years.
Then they moved to Howard
County, Missouri, where they lived until the
father's death at the age of seventy-nine. The
mother afterwards resided in Clinton County,
Missouri, with her oldest son, James, and died
at the advanced age of ninety-five years and
four months.
The parents of Dr. Vivion were natives of
Virginia, being raised on farms about forty
miles from Alexandria. They moved to Clark
County, Kentucky, into a region called the
"Canebrakes, at a very early day, when the
county was almost an unbroken wilderness.
'

They were firm believers in the Christian religion,
and were members of the Baptist
Church, until that church in Missouri separated
into two divisions. Then they joined the Reformed Christian Church, remaining in that
faith until their deaths.
During this time, the father was the owner
ten or fifteen slaves, which were held in
accordance with the institution and laws of the
State in which he lived. He was ever regarded
as a good citizen and a thrifty farmer.
He was
always charitable to the poor. The benevolent
traits of his character are illustrated by the
following incident:
In 1822. the scarcity of
corn caused great suffering among the poor.
He refused to sell at the high price of a dollar a bushel, saying that what he could spare
should be given to the poor.
Dr. Vivion's opportunities for education were
meager, but he availed himself of all the advantages that the country schools afforded, until he was eighteen years of age.
For two or
three years, he was a teacher; but his intention of making medicine the professional business of his life never forsook him.
During
his spare hours, when teaching, he studied
those branches which belong to that profession.
At the age of twenty-two. at Huntsville, Missouri, he commenced the study of medicine, and
for a year and a half, was under the tuition
and instruction of two most excellent teachers
of

— Doctors Head and

Rutherford. He then went
Winchester, Kentucky, and for the same
length of time, studied with Doctors Frasier
and Vivion. During all these years, he was engaged in practice as a student, under the di-

to

of his preceptors. Afterwards he attended courses of lectures in the Medical Department of the Transylvania University at
Lexington, Kentucky, and May 1, 1836, settled
as a physician in Dover. Missouri, a profession which he has followed assiduously for

rection

—

sixty-three years.
Dr. Vivion's first thirty years of practice was
in accordance with the rules of the allopathic
system, but in 1866, he changed to the homeopathic system, being convinced of its superiorTo practice the latfer system, he received
ity.

7ir^.(fi^^

KX
Hahnemann Medical

a diploma from the
lege and Hospital.

In ISol, Dr. V'ivion moved
Wavei:l.v, Missouri, and in 1S53,

from Dover to
he purchased a

farm two miles from Dover, on which he

lived

seven years, practicing his profession in the
meantime. In 1860, he disposed of his farm
and moved to College Mound near Macon City,
Missouri. In 1865, he moved to Ursa, Illinois,
a few miles north of Quincy, and in 1868, he
came to Galesburg, where he has been an honored resident ever since.
In 1840, Dr. Vivion was elected to the Legislature on the whig ticket, being the first successful candidate of that ticket in Lafayette
County, Missouri. He did not seek the ofiice,
but the office sought him. He never has been
an aspirant for political honors. After becoming a resident of Galesburg, he served as Health

was City
years;
held the office
of City Physician about five years. At a meeting of the State Medical Society, he was elected
President pro tem., and by the same body, he
was elected permanent President, but resigned
in favor of a younger man.
In politics. Dr. Vivion was a whig until the
Commissioner
Health

for
Officer for

infancy.

in

member

He then
party, al-

of the Christian

Church, having connected himself with that
church at Dover, Missouri. In the same year,
1843, he was elected Elder and ordained, and
has filled that office ever since. After' coming
to Galesburg, he made his church home temporarily with the Baptists, until in 1871. a small
number of similar faith held meetings in a hall
over the Second National Bank. During the
Winter of the same year, services were continued in the Doctor's office in the Matthews
Block. The sacrament was administered every
Lord's day, and the weekly meetings were conducted with great regularity.
In the following Spring, the hall over L. B.
Miller's music store on the Soi'.are was occupied, and there services were continued until a
church organization was effected in February,
1872, with twenty members.
Dr. Vivion filled,
without compensation, the place of minister in
this church nearly half the time from its organization until 1890. Since then a regular
pastor has been employed.
The number of

church members in 1898 was two hundred and
twenty.
Dr. Vivion is possessed of a deeply religious
nature. His correct tastes and habits are largely due to the religious training of his parents,
who required him to take the New Testament
to school and read it every day.
In all his long
life, he never saw a moment when he doubted
the truth of the Christian religion. Even when
a boy of sixteen, he saved a sufficient amount
to purchase Buck's Theological Dictionary, the
price paid being two dollars. He made good
use of his opportunities, and his wisely chosen
profession afforded an ample field for exercise
of his powers.

The

names

of

the

others

are

Sarah Ann Mildred, born June 15, 1839, married
to T. L. Gorham; Robert, born November 10,
1848, died February 5, 1866; John G., born July
18, 1853; Eaward L., born November 22, 1857.
A second marriage to Lucy Neely was con-

May

tracted

several

is a
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Although having passed the period of life set
by the psalmist, he still enjoys good health and
is practicing his profession, and fills his place
at church regularly.
He was united in marriage to Maria .lane
Atkinson, an only child, September 26, 1836.
Her family was of the Presbyterian faith, but
she joined the Christian Church at the same
time her husband joined. She was a kind and
faithful wife, ever ministering to the wants of
her family. She died August 24, 1887. liight
children were born to them, four of whom died

16, 1888.

WELLINGTON

two years;

whig party was disorganized in 1836.
became affiliatea with the democratic
though not strongly a party man.
In religion, he

U N T Y.

X C
Col-

AV.

WASHltl'RX.

Wellington \V. Washburn was born in Akrou,
September IS, 1836.
His father was
Leander Washburn, whose occupation was that
of a carpenter and builder.
He was born in
Kingston, Massachusetts, December 9, 1811, and
died in Galesburg in 1881. His boyhood was
spent in his father's family, almost in sight
of Plymouth Rock.
His father, with his family,
moved to Troy, New York, when Leander was
about twenty years of age. After living there
about a year, they went West, settling in Akron,
Ohio,

Ohio.

Wellington's mother was Eliza Upson, who
in .almadge. Summit County, Ohio,
21. 1813, and died in Oakland, Califor-

was born
January

nia, in 1893.
"Wasnburn family," without doubt, are
1 he
of English descent, as the name indicates; although tradition says that they came into England with William the Conqueror, and one of

them was knighted by him, on the

battlefield,

meritorious service. In Worcester and
Gloucester counties, England, there are two
villages known by the name of Great Washburn and Little Washburn, where the family
have lived for many generations.
The "Washburn family" in America not only
is numerous, but contains many distinguished
for

men. John Washburn came to Duxbury. Massaabout 1628-32. His wife Margerie
came with her two sons, John and Phillip, in
1635.
He is said to have been the first secretary of the Plymouth Colony Company in

chusetts,

London
John,

in 1628-9.

who belonged

to the second generation

married Elizabeth Mitchell, whose
mother was Jane Cooke, daughter of Francis
who came over in the Mayflower in
1620.
He was one of the signers of the "Comin the line,

Cooke,

pact" on the deck of the vessel before landing.
The third gpneration contains the names of
Joseph and Hannah, who married a Mr.
Latham. In the fourth generation, we again
find the name John with Mehitable or Lydia.
In the fifth, is Jabez. who was born in 1708,
and Judith, who married a Mr. Faunce. In
the sixth generation is to be found Jabez and
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Mary, who married a Mr. Sherman.
enth generation contains the names of Abiel
and Rebecca (Adams) Washburn, the grandparents of Wellington W. Thus it appears that
Wellington W. belongs to the eighth generation
sev-

from John Washburn, who settled in Duxbury
about 1631-2.
Wellington W. Washburn belongs to the class
He had the care of loving
of self-made men.
parents and attended the public schools of his
native town. For a time, he pursued a course
in the High School under the Principalship of
General Leggett, a noted teacher. On May 3,
1852, when only sixteen years of age, he left
the High School and entered a jeweler's store
to learn the watchmakers' and jewelers' trade.
He was under the instruction of H. S. Abbey,
one of the leading jewelers of Akron. Here
he remained until 1859, when he came to Galesburg, Illinois. His capital was his ability and
the few tools that he brought with him. His
first co-partnership was with J. K. Armstrong,
from 1867 to 1872, under the firm name of
Washburn and Armstrong. He continued in
the jewelry business until April, 1875, when
he sold out to E. W. Trask, of Aurora, Illinois,
who continued it under the firm name of Trask
and Gentry.
In 1877, he was elected cashier in the Second
National Bank of Galesburg. remaining there
until after the death of the President. David
Sanborn, in 1883. He then organized the Galesburg National Bank with a capital of one hun-

dred thousand dollars, which opened for busiHe was elected its first
ness May 3, 1884.
President and held that position until May,
1889, when business called him to California.
He resided at Oakland until May, 1895, when he
returned to Galesburg, where his home has
been ever since.
The name Washburn is imperishably written
in the archives and history of the nation. Two
of them, Emory and William B., have been
Governors of the Old Bay State. Israel was
Governor of Maine. Peter T., of Woodstock,
Vermont, was once Governor of that State,
Elihu B., was once a Congressman from IlliSecretary of
nois, Minister to France, and
State under President Grant. Cadwell C. was
Major General in the Civil War and afterwards
Governor of Wisconsin. John D. was once
Speaker of the Massachusetts House of Representatives and Minister to Switzerland. William D. was United States Senator from Minnesota. Charles A. was Minister to Paraguay.
Washburn Maynard, commander of the gunboat
Nashville, is the son of Hon. Horace Maynard,
of Tennessee, and Laura Washburn, of Randolph, Vermont. Truly, such a list of patriots
and statesmen have honored -the name of

Washburn.
Wellington

W. Washburn has shown

himself

He has aided
be an enterprising citizen.
In
greatly in the improvement of Galesburg.
1869, he built the "Washburn Block," which, at
that time, was one of the best in the city. He
has erected several dwelling-houses, which
stand as an evidence of his enterprise. He has
to

UNT

Y.

labored for the upbuilding of the city, and has
aided by his means in all undertakings which
his judgment approved. As a man, he is social
in his intercourse, kind in disposition, charitable in his relations towards his fellows, and
popular in his every-day life.
He has ever
shown himself to be an honest, intelligent, and
trustworthy citizen.
His religious views are
broad and without cant. He is a member of
no church, but attends the Universalist.
In
politics, he is a republican if the party candidates for office are good men.
Mr. Washburn was married, February 9, 1876,
to Margaret Lockwood, who died in June, 1883
She was born in New Albany, Indiana. Her
father's family were long residents there, and
were held in high esteem. By this union, one

son was born to them:

May

Fred Lockwood, born

10, 1878.

His second marriage was December
to Etta P. Burrows, of Chicago.

28, 1893,

EUGENE WILLIAM WELCH.
Eugene William Welch, one of the most
and industrious men of Galesburg, was

active

born

in LaSalle, LaSalle County, Illinois, October 28, 1852. He is the son of William W. and
Jane (Chadwick) Welch. His father is a phy-

and of considerable education,
acquired in the practical school of the world.
In his profession, he rose to a degree of prominence after years of effort and struggle, and
became also a writer of some note. When the
war of the rebellion broke out, he enlisted as
a surgeon of a regiment.
He was promoted
to be a Brigade Surgeon, then Acting Staff Surgeon of the Western District of Mississippi. He
entered the volunteer service in 1861, and was
mustered out in 1865.
Eugene's early educational advantages were
very limited. However, he made the best use
possible of his opportunities, availing himself
of the instruction afforded in our public schools.
This preparatory training was supplemented by
attendance at St. Patrick's Academy, at LaSalle, and for a short time, as an "irregular" at
sician of ability,

Knox

College.

occupation after leaving school was
the district schools of
consecutive winters,
commencing in 1870-71, and three summer
schools during this period. Being anxious to
earn an honest dollar whenever possible, he
worked on the farm during the interim between
terms of school. Many a farmer will remember
him as a faithful hand in the harvest field.
As a teacher, he held advanced and independent ideas. He believed that the teacher should
conduct his school without the use of books, if
required; that he should be the book and the
active spirit of his school. With such views in
imparting instruction, his teaching was always

His

first

He taught in
Knox County for eight
teaching.

practical

and successful.

Mr. Welch's early life was spent in LaSalle,
In the latter pa:-t of 1869, he moved with his
parents to Galesburg, where he has lived ever

KNOX COUKTY.
elected City Attoruey for two years,
1SS9-91, and re-elected for 1S91-93, both times
on the liberal ticket. He was elected State's
Attorney for four years, 1S92-96, and re-elected
for four years, 1S96-1900, both times on the

LLOYI* FK.VNKLIX WKH .>I.V\.
Lloyd Franklin Wertman. son of lOlias and
Mary Wertman, was born in Bloomsburg, Pennsylvania, November 7, 1S45.
His father was both a merchant and a farmer,

republican ticket.
The societies with which he is connected are
the following: Vesper Lodge, No. 584, A. F. and
A. M., Master of the same for two years; Gales-

being engaged in the mercantile business in the
East, and giving his attention to farming after
settling in Illinois. The Wertman family came
to this State in the Spring of 1864, when Lloyd
was 19 years of age. They moved on to a farm
seven miles east of Knoxville. known then as
the "Bob White" farm, which was owned by
George Stevens. Here the family lived for three
years, and then purchased a farm in Elba
Township, where they lived until the Spring of

He was

burg Lodge No. 142, L O. of O. F.. now Noble
Grand, heretofore Vice Grand; Galesburg Camp,
No. 667, Modern Woodmen of America, being
Venerable Consul; was a member of Edvall
Camp, No. 50, Sons of Veterans; member of
Galesburg Club; member of the Illinois State
Bar Association, and Association of State's Attorneys of Illinois.
As an attorney, Mr. Welch has been eminently successful. He stands in the front rank
of his profession at the Knox County Bar. As
State's Attorney, his work has been prosecuted
The indictconscientiously and thoroughly.
ment is the lawyer's work, and its preparation
is

a safe indicator of his

knowledge and

ability.

there is the least flaw, the indictment is
For the past six years, as State's
quashed.
Attorney, he has prepared 450 indictments, and
the records show only two quashed. It is doubtful whether a cleaner record than this can be
shown by any other State's Attorney. For the
last three years, the jury, in every case, have
returned the verdict, "We, the jury, find the
defendant guilty."
When he was City Attorney, important improvements to the amount of ?344,0t)0 were
made. Street pavements were put in and waterworks constructed. Ordinances were to be
framed, contracts drawn, and confirmations in
courts attended to. All this work was so well
done that the city was never required to pay
one dollar, owing to the blunders of the City
Attorney. These things speak volumes for his
If

efficiency.

Mr. Welch has always had for his motto:
idle.'
A kindred sentiment he has

"Never be

also cherished: "He who would enter through
the door of success, must observe the sign,
"
'Push.'
He commenced the study of law in June, 1875,
and before the entire Supreme Court, in June,
He read for a
1S77, was admitted to the bar.
short time, with the firm of Lanpher and
Brown, composed of the late Judge George C.
Lanpher and A. M. Brown. His reading mostly

was with Douglas and Harvey, the partners
being Judge Leander Douglas and Hon. Curtis
K. Harvey.
Mr. Welch is a public spirited man, and is
always interested in public improvements. His
charity is of the kind to help those that help
themselves. He is a member of the Christian
Church. His political sentiments are intensely
republican.

Mr. Welch was married in Galesburg, June
to Ida Spencer, a lady of intelligence

24, 1879,

I

1S79.

In the meantime, young Wertman engaged in
farming for himself. In 1870, he rented lands
in Elba Township of George A. Charles, and
Then he
these he cultivated for three years.
purchased his home place, where he devoted
himself to farming until the Spring of 1879.
He then moved from Elba to Yates City, and
was employed as a bookkeeper and salesman
He then
for one year in a co-operative store.
formed a partnership with J. H. Nicholson and
W. P. Parker in the purchase of the P'armers'
Bank, Yates City, which was owned by J. M.
Taylor. He was elected Cashier a position he
occupied until January, 1889. He was then elected Cashier of the Farmers' and Mechanics'
Bank, Galesburg. Illinois, and served for six

—

In January, 1895, he was elected Vice
President of the First National Bank, serving
for two years.
Then in January. 1897, he was
elected President of the same, which position
he now holds.
Mr. Wertman has held several other offices
of honor and trust. He was Township Clerk of
years.

Elba for eight years. Collector for two years.
School Treasurer for four years. Supervisor of
Vice President
Printing ComEducation, and
Building Asso-

Salem Township for two years.
and Director in the Galesburg
pany, Director in the Board of
Director in the Mutual Loan and
ciation.

The life and success of Mr. Wertman should
encourage every young man who may read this
sketch.
By probity and strict integrity, he
has risen to places of honor and trust.
His
early educational advantages were greatly circumscribed, but he availed himself of all the
opportunities the common school afforded.
this preparatory education, he completed
his studies at the Academy and Missionary InSelinsgrove,
Pennsylvania.
stitute,
Thus
equipped he has gone on from one position to
another, and won for himself an enviable
reputation.
In political faith, Mr. Wertman is a staunch
republican.
In religious affiliations, he is an
attendant at the Presbyterian Church. He is a
believer in moral and benevolent Institutions

With

of every

Mr.

name.

Wertman was married January

11.

and refinement. Of this union, four children
were born: Nellie M., Frank A., Bessie S., and

to Miss Isabella J. Obeholtzer,
settled in Knox County, in 1840.

Sidney Post.

four daughters and one son were born:

1870,

whose parents
Of this union,

Mary

KNOX COUNTY.
Martha Leora, Maud

Estella,

Blanch,

now

S.,

and Norma

living.

MARY ALLEN WEST.
"Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord.
Yea, saith the Spirit, for they rest from thenlabors, and their works do follow them."
Of few of the ladies of Galesburg could these
words of the inspired writer be predicated with
more appropriateness than of Mary Allen West,
whose name is a fragrant memory in every
household where self-sacriflce, higher consecration and devotion to religion and temperance
are held in higher esteem than worldly gain.
She was born in a cabin, in "Log City," on July
30, 1837, her father having been one of those
devoted men who aided George W. Gale in
planting the Galesburg colony and founding
Knox College. Her mother's maiden name was
Catherine Neeley, and her father was Nehemiah
West. He was a man of spontaneous generosity
and of rare executive talent. It is possible that
from him she inherited her strength of character, while from her mother she derived her
loving disposition, her innate cordiality of temperament and her simple, sublime faith in God.

Her earliest education, outside of the refining
influence of her home, was received from
George Churchill, an instructor of no mean
fame. Her bright eyes evinced her eager, ambitious temperament, while her sensitive moral
sense, carefully stimulated and guided by a
pious mother, and developed through the example of a Godly father, aided her in avoiding
the foibles and frivolities of children of her
years. At the age of thirteen she was qualified
for admission to Knox Seminary, but the rules
of the institution forbade her entrance until
she was fifteen years old. She graduated, however, at the age of seventeen, and at once began
teaching, a profession for which she was
eminently qualified by intellect, impulse and
training.

In 1873, she was elected County Superintendent of Schools, having been nominated on
the republican ticket, over two opposing candidates, and held the position, through practically

unanimous

re-election, for ten years, dis-

charging its duties with an ability constantly
growing, and with a conscientiousness born of a
deep and abiding consciousness of her responsibility to her Maker.
As Superintendent, she
was unwearied in her efforts to advance the
interests of education and promote the effischools
under her charge. She
ciency of the
secured the insertion of a column devoted to
school interests in the Republican-Register, established an educational exhibit at the county
fair, and per.sonally conducted, each year, a
Normal School and Teachers' Institute.
She
was a member of the Examining Committee of
the State Teachers' Association, and of the International Council of the Permanent Exposition in Philadelphia.
During the Civil War she was active in the
work of the Soldiers' Aid Society, usually holding the office of either Recording or Correspond-

ing Secretary, and was unanimously voted the
recipient of a photograph of Attorney General
Bates, which he had sent to a four days' Sanitary Fair at Galesburg to be given "to the best
woman," from "the old fogy, Edward Bates, of
Missouri." it was not alone the recognition of
her patient, patriotic toil that secured for her
this tribute; the people knew her worth as a
teacher, a woman and a Christian whose daily
life was an exposition of her faith.
Miss West was also an active and successful
Sunday school worker, taking a deep interest
in every effort to elevate humanity to a higher
plane, thereby bringing the soul of the creature
nearer to the great heart of the Father. For
several years she taught a large class of young
women in the "Old First" Church, from which
eight, inspired by her personal influence and
with a purpose vivified by her own intense
spirit of self-consecration, went forth to devoted missionary work. Each of these she followed with intelligent, prayerful interest, not
only watching her work but learning and remembering the details of her home life with
marvelous accuracy.
To the cause of temperance she brought the
same wisely directed effort, the same self-abnegation. In the formation of the Women's
Christian Temperance Union in Illinois she was
a potent factor. Here she felt that she had
found her true mission, and here she believed
that she could best work out her loftiest ideals.
In connection with the work of this organization she accomplished her noblest triumphs,,
and won world-wide fame. In city, county,,
district. State and international work she toiled
with tireless energy and unflagging zeal, and
was chosen the "round-the-world" delegate of
the Galesburg branch. Her final mission in the
interest of humanity and religion was undertaken in January. 1892. On August 31 of that
year she sailed from Vancouver for Japan,
where she was enthusiastically received. To
the higher classes of Japanese women she spoke
four or five times a day. At Tokio she was
made an honorary life member of the Red
Cross Society; and was presented with a silver
medal by the Empress, being the only foreign
woman ever thus honored with the exception of

the

Crown Princess

of Russia.
of the journey proved
a constitution already too far

But the physical strain
too

much

for

taxed by overwork, and on December 1, 1892,
she passed into eternal rest at the home of a
dear friend and former member of her own
church at home, Mrs. Leila Willard Winn, of
Kanazawa, Japan. Funeral services were held
in the native chapel. Christians and pagans,
uniting to do honor to one who. in her broad
charity strove to follow in the footsteps of herMaster. Her remains were brought home to the
city which she loved so well, and on Monday,
January 16, 1893. another service was held over
the lifeless form at the "Old First." She sleeps
among her kindred and friends, awaiting the
summons of Him who said, "I am the Resurrection

and the

Life."

MARTHA FARNHAM WEBSTER,

^^^^^n^^x/^

'^e^i^^^
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XEHKMI.VH WHITK.
This distinguished ediKalor and tlieologian,
the third son of Justin Morgan White and his
wife, Lydia Eddy, was born January 25, 1S35,
at Wallingford, Rutland County, Vermont.
His
ancestors were among the earliest settlers of

New

England.

Nicholas

White,

the

first

American

of the family, was living at DorchesMassachusetts (now a ward of the city of
Boston), in 1G42. In 1053 he removed, with his
family, to that part of Taunton. Massachusetts,
which, in 1712. became the township of Norton.
Nicholas White, the grandson of the first
Nicholas, was one of the most influential citizens of the province. He was an officer in the
little army which took part in the series of
struggles between the whites and the aborigines
between 1695 and the close of Queen Anne's
War, in 1713. He was equally prominent in
civil life, and was twice a representative to
the General Court of the colony. Philip White,
grandson of Nicholas (third), was born July 28,
1734, at Norton, Massachusetts.
He married
Abigail Campbell, March 2, 1758. A few weeks
after his nuptials he joined the army under
Abercrombie. The object of the expedition was
the reduction of Fort Ticonderoga, and with
the other Massachusetts volunteers took part in
the storming of that stronghold, July 8, 1758.
He was also a soldier of the Revolution and
served through the campaign of 1776. His son,
ter,

Nehemiah. born August 6, 1765, married Mercy
Miller, at Tinmouth. Vermont, in 1787.
The
third son of this marriage, Justin Morgan
White, was the father of the subject of this
brief biographical memoir.
Nehemiah White received his early education
in the common schools of his native town, and

entered upon his

life's

work

as a teacher at the

early age of sixteen years. In the Fall of 1852,
with the design of preparing for college, he entered the Green Mountain Liberal Institute,
then a well attended and prosperous institution, under the charge of Dr. John Stebbins
Lee. In August, 1853, he entered Middlebury
College and graduated in 1857. Immediately
upon leaving his Alma Mater, he became Associate Principal of the Green Mountain Liberal
Institute, and in April. 1859. took charge of

Clinton Liberal Institute, at Clinton. New
York. This post he resigned at the close of
the year, on account of the failing strength of
his wife. In 1864, he was offered the position
of Assistant Principal of Pulaski Academy, at
Pulaski. New York. and. on the resignation of
the Principal, was made executive head of the
school.

In

1865.

he

Mathematics

New

accepted

in Saint

the

Professorship

Lawrence University,

of
at

York. The funds of the young
college were at that time very meager and the
instructors few in number, so that the range of
his teaching (or of what he tried to teach) was
correspondingly wide. He not only gave instructions in the various branches of mathematics, but also in natural science and the
modern languages. Here, however, he first enjoyed the advantages of a good library.

Canton,

Through the munificence of Mr. Herring, of
New York City, the valuable collection of books
gathered by Dr. Credner, an eminent Uiblical
critic, was presented to the University.
Mr.
While became greatly interested

in patristic
literature, began the study of Sanscrit, enlarged
his knowledge of the Gothic tongues, and
earnestly sought to lay the foundations of a
broader culture. He resigned his professorship

In 1872, the chair of Ancient Languages was
tendered by the Trustees of Buchlel College, at
Akron, Ohio. This institution bears the name
of its founder, Mr. John R. Buchtel, who ultimately devoted his whole fortune to its endowment and support. Here the work of Professor
White covered a narrower field than before,
his chair embracing only instruction in the
Latin and Greek classics. The work prospered
under his care, but in September, 1875, he ac-

cepted a call to the Presidency of Lombard
University, and entered upon his duties in the
following month.
The inaugural ceremonies
took place January 6, 1876. He tendered his
resignation as President of the University in
1892. but by request remained as Instructor in
the Ryder Divinity School, a department of the

same

institution.
This charge he still holds.
Professor W'hite married Frances Malona,
daughter of Orsamus White, of Huntington,
Vermont, at South Woodstock in that State,
March 11. 1858. The fruit of this union was a
daughter. Lois Melinda. born Jvily 17. 1861. She
died January 1, 1882. Mrs. White having passed
away on April 29, 1864.
May 29. 1871, Professor White married Inez
Ling, daughter of Lorenzo Ling, of Pulaski,
New York. Two children have been born to
them:
Willard Justice, on April 19, 1872, at
Wallingford. Vermont, and Frances, on July
3. 1876. at Galesburg. Illinois.
Willard Justice
graduated from Lombard University, in 1891.
and from Barnes Medical College, of Saint
Louis, five years later. He is now a practicing
physician at Rio, Illinois. Frances graduated
from Lombard in 1897.
Professor White received the degree of Ph.
D. from Saint Lawrence University: in 1876;
and in 18S9. the degree of S. T. D. was conferred upon him by Tuft's College.

MATTHEW CH.V.MHERS WILL.VRI).
Matthew Chambers Willard lived a life
worthy of all imitation. His tastes and
habits were simple, his manners suave and
gentle, and his actions controlled by a keen and
deliberative judgment. His qualities were those
of a Christian gentleman, and inspired confidence in all with whom he came in contact.
He was the son of Silas and Hannah Cordelia
(Chambers) Willard. and was born in Washington. Illinois. June, 1843.

His father was a Vermonter, born

in

Barre,

April 21. i814. In 1834. he came to Illinois, in
his private conveyance, with his elder brother,
who was far gone in consumption, in the hope
of arresting the disease.
He supported himself
on the way by working at his trade of harness

—
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maker.

His efforts to save the life of his
brother proved unavailing, for he died soon
after reaching his journey's end. After working three or four years at Alton and Jacksonville, he established himself in the harness business at Washington, Tazewell County, until
nearly the time of his removal to Galesburg in
1849.
A short time in Washington, he entered
upon a mercantile career, which he pursued
He at once
in Galesburg with great success.

became .interested in the various railroad
schemes that were agitating the community. He
looked with disfavor fipon the Peoria and
Oquawka project as wanting in proper objective

He then gave his attention to the Burlington system, and by his untiring efforts, with
others, the road was finally brought to this
city.
The marked traits of his character are
portrayed in the following: "His business operations have been bold, but guided by a strong
judgment, and carried out by strenuous exertions, they have always proved safe and commonly successful." While the town was small
and comparatively feeble, he took the money
from his own business, which gave the town its
first flouring mill.
And when the proposition
for our first railroad was at' a crisis in the
struggle for existence, he boldly risked in the
enterprise almost all he was then worth.
Others made like exertions, and the little town
is become a flourishing city.
But while risking nearly all his means in the
road, he, a stockholder and director, quietly,
yet boldly, resisted all infringement on the
Sabbath tor its operations, and was especially
decided against its becoming a shelter for intemperance. He was called away at the early
age of forty-three. But one scarcely meets in the
whole course of life with a man at once so unambitious and at the same time so capable and energetic as he.
His life, like his taste and turn of
mind, has been one of unpretending usefulness.
Matthew's mother was a native of Vermont,
born in Bridport, September 19. 1820. She came
to Illinois with her parents in 1836.
She enjoyed the distinction of being one of the pupils
of Knox College on the flrst day of its collegiate

points.

year.

Matthew's maternal grandfather was Matthew Chambers, Jr. He was a soldier in the
war of 1812, and on his settlement in Galesburg, became a charter member of the Board
of Trust of

Knox

College.

grandfather was an

officer

His maternal greatin the Revolution,

and had the confidence of Washington, as is
shown by testimonials in possession of the
family. He was one of General Wayne's picked
men for storming Stony Point.
Matthew C. Willard received his elementary
training in the public schools of this city. He
then entered Knox Academy and prepared for
college.
He ente'-ed college and graduated in
1864 with honor and distinction. After graduation, he was employed in mercantile business,
and afterwards in the sale of real estate. In
1872, his Alma Mater elected him a member of
the Board of Trustees, a position he held to the
day of his death, September 15, 1894.

Aside from his domestic relations, there were
two objects that were uppermost in his mind
the college and the church. Of the former, he
was elected Secretary, serving for several years,
and was a member of the Executive Board. Its
interests and welfare were ever dear to his
heart.
His good judgment and persistent activity were acknowledged, and to these qualities
much of the success and prosperity of Knox
College is due.
The old First Church also
claimed his attention. Here was the religious
home of his parents, and here he was consecrated in May, 1858. His love and zeal are shown
by his strict attendance on all appointments of
Divine service, prayer meetings,

the church.

and business meetings were not neglected.

As

a Christian, he fulfilled his mission faithfully
and well. For several years he was Superintendent of the Mission Sunday School.
Politically, Mr. Willard was a republican, but
he was not of that sort that would condone
wrong-doing in his jwn party. He was a strong
temperance man, and believed in purity of government, purity of home, and purity of life. He
lived a lite of honesty and integrity, and died
with the plaudits of every citizen good and

—

faithful servant.

Mr. Willard was twice married.
His first
wife was Helen Frances Dieterich, a daughter
of George Dieterich of this city, whom he marHer father was a man of
ried May 9, 1872.
great influence and note.
His second marriage was to Ideletta Henry, of
Princeville, March 30, 1886.
Of this last union, there were born three
children; one son and two daughters: Cordelia,
Silas,

and Louise.

THOMAS

RIGIVEY WILLARD.

Thomas Rigney Willard was born

in Groveland Township. Tazewell County, Illinois, November 18, 1844. He was the son of Warren C.
His parents
and Caroline (Cottle) Willard.
were natives of Vermont, and came West at an
early period; the father in 1834, at the age of
eighteen; the mother in 1820, when she was
three years old. Her father, Andrew Cottle, settled at St. Charles, Missouri, where he died, and
she was reared in the family of her aunt,
Sophronia (Cottle) Hayes. Warren C. Willard
became a student in the Illinois College at
Jacksonville, with the intention of preparing
for the university, but failing health compelled
him to seek other work. After his marriage,
he built a log h^use and began life as a farmer.
By labor in the open air his health was re-

stored, and in 1847. at the invitation of his older
brother, Silas Willard, he moved to Galesburg,
and assumed the management of a general merchandise business, which his brother had established.
He died in Florida, in March, 1871; his

wife died in 1879.

Thomas

R.

Willard

graduated

from Knox

College in 1866. and the next year taught Greek
and Latin in Knox Academy. In the Fall of
1867, he entered the Chicago Theological Seminary, but took the middle and senior years of

/}k^

^i^^^.y/i>i.
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his course in

divinity at Anilover, Massacliu-

where he graduated in 1S70. He spent the
following year traveling with his parents in
California and Florida, on account of his
fathers failing health. During the college year,
1871-72, he was instructor in Logic and Rhetoric
July 9, 1S73, ne married Mary
in Knox College
L. Wolcott, of Batavia, Illinois, at the home of
her parents. They spent the greater portion
of the next two years at the university town
of Leipzig, Germany, where Mr. Willard attended lectures on the Greek language and literature. In the Spring of lS7o, he visited Greece,
and made a pedestrian tour through portions
of the Peloponnesus and the north of Greece.
At the opening of the college year. 1875-76,
Professor Willard entered upon his labors in
Knox College, in which he is still engaged. At
first he was the sole instructor in Greek and
German, but as the course in German was
lengthened, the elementary work in that language was assigned to others. In June, 1899,
on the resignation of Dr. John H. Findley from
the presidency of Knox College. Professor Willard was appointed, by the trustees. Dean of the
Faculty.
He has for many years been interested in the
development of the manufacture of paving
brick, first with the Galesburg Brick and Terra
Cotta Company, and more recently with the
Galesburg Paving Company, of which he is at
present a director.
Professor and Mrs. Willard have five children: Frank C. Superintendent of Schools in
Tombstone. Arizona; Nelson W., Instructor in
the Classics in St. Albans Military Academy,
Knoxville, Illinois: Alice; Florence; and Mary.
The three daughters are students in Knox College; the two sons graduated from that institution in 1S96.
In national politics Professor Willard is a
republican. He is a member of the Congrega-

setts,

tional Church.

MOSES 0. WILLI.VMSON.
Moses 0. Williamson can boast of a birthplace broader than the vast prairies of Illinois.
He was first "rocked in the cradle of the mighty
deep."
He was horn on the Atlantic Ocean,
July 14. 1850. His parents. William and Margaret Williamson, were natives of Sweden, and
it was during the ocean voyage, while coming
to America, that Moses was born. They came
directly to Illinois, and settled in Sparta Township. Knox County.
His father purchased a
small farm on Section 22. where he lived until
his death, in 1854.
His mother died in 1886.
They had a family of six children, who lived
to manhood and womanhood.
Moses remained at the p"'ernal homestead
until he was twelve years of age. assisting in
the farm labors and farm duties, according to
his ability.
At this time, he went from home
to work on a farm of a neighbor, where he remained two years. He then came to the village
of Wataga and engaged himself to Olson &
Gray, to learn the harness trade, where he
served for three years, afterwards working

one year as journey man.
He then bought
out Mr. Gray, one of the partners, and from

was in partnership with Mr. Olson.
His next venture was the purchase of Mr.
Olson's interest in the harness business, which
he carried on, single-handed and alone, until
1890, when he came to Galesburg.
Mr. Williamson has the ability to please. His
rigid life of honesty and integrity has won for
him implicit confidence and universal respect.
Places of honor have been given him without
stint, and no word of criticism or censure has
ever been spoksn justly against him.
Before
coming to Galesburg, he held the office of Councilman, Justice of the Peace, Village Clerk, and
Town Clerk, and was ever regarded as a careful
and reliable public man.
In political faith, he is an earnest and conscientious republican. He believes in his party
creed, and has done much for the success of his
party candidates and party principles. In 1884,
he was made Secretary of the Republican
County Central Committee, and has been
its
Secretary or its Chairman ever since,
being its Chairman at the present time.
He was elected County Treasurer in 1886,
County Clerk in 1890-1894-1898, was one of the
organizers of the Swedish American Republican League of Illinois, was its President in
1897, and was one of a committee of five, associated with the Republican State Central Committee in 1896, that had charge of the Swedish
part of the campaign in that year in Illinois.
Mr. Williamson is not a bigot. He believes
in the freedom of religious convictions.
He is
an attendant at the Congregational service,
though not a member of that church. Both his
private and public character are above reproach.
His early educational advantages were very
limited, and yet by his assiduity and love of
learning, he became thoroughly fitted for fields
of great usefulness.
In his sympathies, he is
patriotic and charitable, loving country, home,
and friends, and has always discharged his
public and private duties ably and honestly,
winning for himself the commendations of his
fellow citizens.
Mr. Williamson was married October IS. 1871.
to Mary Driggs, a native of Oneida Countv. New
York, and the daughter of William M. and Millicent (Housted) Driggs.
Three children have
been born to them, two of whom are now living: .\da and Nellie.
AIKEN. EZRA D.; Secretary of the Boyer
Broom Company. Galesburg; born April 17.
1867 to 1879,

1844. in Wentworth. New Hampshire; educated
in Illinois.
His parents were John V. and
D. (Darling) Aiken, of New Hampshire.
The father was a farmer, and came to Illinois
in 1857, settling on a small farm in Ontario

Martha

Township. Knox County.

His eyesight began

to fail when he v.-as a lad of ten; he was blind
at fifty, and died at the age of eighty-five. He
had one daughter, Mary, who died in 1865, and
four sons:
Edward A., who was killed at the
battle
of Rpseca;
Dennis B.. who served
through the Civil War; Louis B.. who served
one term of enlistment; and Ezra D., who re-

KNOX
mained on the farm, and cared for his blind
father and invalid mother. In 1870, Mr. E. D.
Aiken entered the employ of Jones Brothers in
the grain, lumber, and stock business. In 1S74,
he came to Galesburg, and engaged with his
uncle, S. N. Grose, in the stationery and book
businesF, in which he later became a partner.
In 1884, he contracted a partnership with W.
E. Reed, sold out his interest in 18SS, and in
1891, became the bookkeeper and confidential
In 1897,
clerk of Mr. Boyer, who was blind.
he was the promoter of a stock company, which
purchased Mr. Boyer's interest in the broom
business, and which was organized as the
A. Boyer Broom Company, with Mr. Aiken as
Secretary and Treasurer.
In religion, Mr.
Aiken is a Congregationalist. He is a republican.

ALLEN, NORMAN T.; Clergyman; Galesburg; born August 15, 1844, in Galesburg, Illinois; educated in Knox College and in the
North Western University. His parents were
Sheldon W. Allen, of Augusta, Oneida County,
New York; and Fidelia (Leach) Allen, of Watertown. New York; his grandparents were
Chester Allen, of Connecticut, and Eunice Allen, of New York.
Mr. Allen was married to
Amelia A. Kent, May 26, 1867, at Rock Island,
Five children were born to them:
Illinois.
"William R., Adah E., Eva A., Norman C, Grace
F.
Mr. Allen is a Methodist, and has retired
from active service as a minister. He is a republican, and was Overseer of the Poor from
1889 to 1891; Justice of the Peace from 1893 to
1897, to which office he was re-elected in 1897,
for four years.

AMES, ABSALOM AUSTIN; Galesburg; born
7, 1856, at Summerset, Ohio; educated at
Columbus. His father, John W. Ames, son of
A. A. Ames, of Pennsylvania, was born in Morgan County, Ohio, and his mother, Martha A.,
daughter of Charles Morehrad, was from Virginia.
Mr. Ames taught school for some time
at Columbus, Ohio. He afterwards lived in California for seven years, later going to Oskaloosa, Iowa, where he became connected with
the Rattan Manufacturing Company, which was
succeeded by the Smead Warming and Ventilating Company, in whose employ he remained for
many years. He came to Galesburg in 1892, and
was elected Alderman from the Fifth Ward
April 6, 1897. He was married to Ida A. Crall
August 9, 1885, at Albia, Iowa. Mr. and Mrs.
Ames have three children; Eva M., John T.,
and Francis C. In politics, he is a republican.
ANDERSON, A. W.; Blacksmith; Galesburg;
born December 17, 1856, in Sweden; educated in
Sweden and America. His parents were Abraham and Nellie Anderson, of Sweden. He was
married to Elsie Anderson in Kansas City in
1883. They have five children; Maud Aqueiine,
Nellie, Leo Forest, Helen, and Hazel.
Mr. Anderson inherited his trade, his father having
been a blacksmith and mechanic. He came to
America in 1881, and settled at Kansas City.
In 1886, he was honored by a call from the
government of Sweden, and promised five
crowns a day if be would return, but having a
March
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substantial trade in America, he decided to remain here. He was in Joplin, Missouri, for one
year, and came to Galesburg in 1885, where, for
two years, he worked at his trade with the

Frost Manufacturing Company.
tablished a business for himself.

He then esHe has excep-

tional ability, and has made important discoveries in his line of work.
He welds steel on
copper, iron and brass, on which process he
has taken out a patent in this country and in
Europe. Much is expected as the result of this
discovery, and a company of business men has
been formed, known as the "Copper and Steel
Welding Company," with a capital of $15,000,
Mr.
of which Mr. Anderson is the promoter.
Anderson is a member of the Lutheran
Church. In politics, he is a republican.
ANDREWS, JOHN ASA; Editor of the

Galesburg
Spectator;
born
December 13,
Geneseo, Illinois, where he was
at
1864,
His parents were James Andrews,
educated.
and
Mary
(Campbell)
Andrews, of
of Ohio,

Mowira, New York.
His grandfathers were
Reverend Wells Andrews and Hiram Campbell.
Mr. Andrews was married to Jennie
They have three
Reed, at Ough, Nebraska.
children, Alfred, Edwin, and Willie.
In politics,

Mr.

member

Andrews

is

a democrat.

Church.
Galesburg;

He

is

a

of the Presbyterian

ANTHONY, NORMAN;

Proprie-

Brown's Hotel; born in Sharon, Schoharie
County, New York, August 27, 1833. The anHis
cestry of the Anthony family is German.
father, Christopher, and his mother, Anna Peyser, were born in New York, as were his patergreat-grandfather;
his
grandfather
and
nal
great-uncle, John Anthony, served during the
Revolutionary War. Norman Anthony was educated in the public schools and in the academy at Ames, New York. His first independent
venture was as a school teacher at Sharon
Springs in 1851-2. He afterwards worked on a
farm, and later, became a clerk in a grocery
In 1853, he came West,
store at Canajoharie.
tor

and, after a six weeks' sojourn in La Salle
County, found employment as a bookkeeper
with the firm of George R. Roberts and Company, lumber merchants of Chicago. In 1855,
he kept books for a dry goods merchant in

Kankakee, and came to Galesburg. March 13,
1856, as clerk and manager for the Galesburg
lumber yard of Abraham Cohert of Chicago.
Afterwards, he went in business with D. H.
Eldridge. whose interest he purchased after
He also bought out Edwin Post,
four years.
another lumber merchant, and, forming a partnership with Hiram Mars, operated both yards.
After ten years this partnership was dissolved,
Mr. Anthony assuming management of the
yard now occupied by Simpson and Company,
which he eventually disposed of to Edgar and
Company. He then bought the Howard Reed
farm, near Galesburg, which he still owns. In
1891, he became the owner of Brown's Hotel,
and in 1893, he took possession of the property
and became proprietor of the hotel. Mr. Anthony has traveled extensively in the United
States, and has been East at least twenty-five
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times. He is a genial, public spirited man, and
was one of the organizers o£ the Second National Bank of Galesburg, and a Director for
many years.

AVERY, JOHN;
November

30,

Engineer; Galesburg; born
Hancock, Vermont;
in

1S45,

educated at Nortbenfleld, New Hampshire. His
parents were George Avery, of Lowell, Massachusetts, and Phoebe (Page) Avery, of Hancock, Vermont; his grandparents were Henry
Avery, of Lowell, Massachusetts, and Sarah
(Freelove) Avery, who lived near Boston; his
maternal grandparents, Joseph and Priscilla
Mr.
Page, came from Rochester, Vermont.
John Avery was first married to Louise, daughter of George Hull, of Warsaw, Illinois; they

had one son, Elbert, who now lives in Logan
County, Kansas. His second marriage was with
Mrs. Esther (Thomas) Wingate, of Mt. Pleasant, Iowa, March 4, 1S83; they have one child,
Mrs. Avery had three children by a
Grace.
former marriage: Lulu, Flora B.. and Clifton
D. Mr. Avery worked at the carpenter's trade
August 12, ISGl, he enlisted
for thirty years.
in what was known as the Twenty-fourth New
York Independent Battery and served three
years and eleven months. After three years'
active service he was captured at Plymouth,
North Carolina, at the close of a fight lasting
four days and three nights, and was confined
in Andersonville and at other prisons, in South
Carolina. He was exchanged at the close of the
war. He fought in thirty-six battles, the more
Hatteras Inlet, Newbern,
important being:
Roanoke Island, Tarboro, Whitehall, and the
second battle of Newbern. After the war, he
was a fireman on the New York Central Railroad, and engineer on the Rome, Watertown

and Ogdensburg Railroad. He went to California and returned to Keokuk, Iowa, where he
in the bridge department of the St. Louis
and Northwestern Railroad. He served on the
Des Moines Valley and other railroads, and
on
Chicago.
Burlington
and
the
finally
Quincy, in Iowa. He was foreman in building
the east wing of the Hospital for the Insane

was

He afterwards reMt. Pleasant, Iowa.
turned to the service of the Burlington Company, and since January, 1S90. has been emMr. Avery is a member
ployed as engineer.
of the A. F. and A. M., Zenium Lodge. No. 207,
of Mt. Pleasant. Iowa; Henry Chapter No. 8;
Henry Council No. 2; Jerusalem Comraandery
No. 7; G. A. R.; U. V. U.; and the Old PrisonMr.
ers' Association of Newark. New Jersey.
Averv is independent in politics.
at

AVERY, ROBERT

H.:

Inventor, and Presi-

dent of the Avery Planter Company, was born
at Galesburg on January 16, 1.S40. He was the
son of George Avery and Sarah Phelps, his
father having been one of the founders of
Galesburg and of Knox College. He was raised
upon a farm, but at the outbreak of the Civil
War felt himself impelled to offer his service to
his country.
He enlisted as a private in th^
Seventy-seventh Regiment of Illinois Volunteers, and although never wounded, was one of
those unfortunates

who underwent

the horrors

pen at Andersonville. For eight
months he was a prisoner within the Confederate lines, half of that time being spent in
that living grave, the very memory of which
is a blot upon the civilization of the country.
It was while confined there, however, that
Mr. Avery, from sheer lack of mental occupation, first directed his thought to those improvements in the implements of farm work,
the perfecting of which have made his name
famous. On receiving his discharge, at the end
of the war, he returned home and resumed
work upon the farm, at the same time working
out the ideas which had come to him while
He
languishing in the Georgia stockade.
evolved first a cultivator and next a stalkcutter. For the manufacture of these machines
he entered into a contract with Hon. George
W. Brown, under the terms of which he was to
receive a small royalty upon their sale.
His means were small, and in the hope of improving his fortunes he resolved to emigrate
to Kansas, wliere he entered a soldier's claim
to land, and at the same time perfected a "tree
claim." Having broken the prairie, and being
desirous of raising a crop of corn, he found
himself hampered by the want of a corn plantHis inventive genius came to his rescue,
er.
and with the aid of such tools as he had at
of the prison

—

—

a saw, a plane and some augurs he constructed his first machine of this description.
It was rude, but it did its work, and embodied
several of the principles which he utilized in
his later invention.
Returning to Galesburg, he entered into partnership with his brother, under the firm name
of R. H. and C. N. Avery, for the manufacture
of agricultural implements under his patents.
For ten years the brothers conducted the business at Galesburg. and in the Summer of 1882
the Avery Planter Company was incorporated,
with a capital stock of J200.000, Robert H.
Avery becoming President. A large plant was
erected at Peoria, and the manufactory was removed to that point, the business has greatly
prospered, the Avery agricultural implements
ranking among the best on the market and the
demand for them steadily Increasing.
Mr. Avery remained at the head of the company until his death, which occurred SeptemHis demise was Indirectly the reber, 1892.
sult of the hardships undergone at Andersonville. the seeds of disease there implanted in
his system having never been eradicated.

hand

He was

a

man

jf rare,

and thoroughly orig-

strong in conviction,
inal, inventive genius;
yet modest and unassuming; kindly, generous
and just. It was said of him. after his death,
by one who Knew him well, that "to have
known him was an education, while it was an
honor to have been called his friend."

BARLOW. AMES A.; Farmer: Galesburg:
born February 25, 18.57. at La Fayette. Stark
He remained at home until
County, Illinois.
about twenty-three years of age. He was married to Celinda S. Hathaway in Lynn Township. August 17. 1879. and lived for three years
on his own far-n which was part of the
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Mr. Barlow then removed
to the Hathaway farm, which was his home
for fifteen years, and later settled in Galesburg
where he has since resided. They have three
children, Lawrence W., Mabel M., and Abbie A.
His father, Gideon A. Barlow, was a native of
New York State, his mother, Martha (Johnson)
Barlow, was born in Sweden; his paternal
grandfather, Nathan Barlow, and his paternal
grandmother, Athalia (Gillet) Barlow, were
Mr. Barlow's real esnatives of New York.
tate interests are mostly in Lynn Township,
where he owns tour hundred acres of land.
He was Town Clerk for six years, and ably represented his township while filling the ofiice of
Supervisor, and has the confidence and esteem
He is a member of the
of his fellow citizens.
Modern Woodmen of America and of the
Knights of Pythias. In politics, Mr. Barlow is

Barlow homestead.

a republican.

BELLOWS, JAMES; Machinist; Galesburg;
born September 7, 1847, at Rochester, N<?w
York, where he was educated. He was married to Mary Weber, October 5, 1892, at Galesburg, Illinois, in the house where Mrs. Bellows
was born. Mr. Bellows came to Illinois in 1869,
lived in Chicago about two years, moved to Elkhart in 1871, and in 1872, came to Galesburg.
Mr. Bellows is master of his profession, having
made it his life work. For more than twentyseven years, he has been employed in the mechanical department of the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad. Mr. Bellows' father,
Francis Bellows, was a native of Massachuwas Julia Carr.
his mother's name
setts;
Charles and Catharine Weber, the parents of
Mrs. Bellows, came from Germany and settled in Galesburg, where they resided until
Mrs. Weber died, December 12,
their decease.
1897. at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Bellows.
E.; Farmer; GalesBERGLUND,
burg; born April 25, 1873, at Altona, Knox

ALBERT

His
County, Illinois; educated in Galesburg.
parents were Lewis and Carrie (Anderson)
Mr. Berglund is a
Berglund, of Sweden.
is
a republican.
Methodist. In politics, he
BERGER, MORRIS; Engineer; Galesburg;
born July 28, 1S64, at Schuylkill Haven, Pennsylvania.
His parents were Isaac Berger, of
Berks County, Pennsylvania, and Kate (Bittie)
Berger, of the same State;

his

grandfathers,

Joseph Berger and Jacob Bittie. came from
Pennsylvania. He was married in Galesburg,
Illinois. December 23, 1890, to Jennie, daughter of Lawrence and Mary (Green) Riley, of
Their children are:
Mabel, Louis,
Ireland.
and Marie. Joseph and Isaac Berger were
For twenty-eight years
carpenters by trade.
Isaac Berger was foreman in the shops of thp
Philadelphia and Reading Railroad at Schuylkill Haven, where he and his wife now live.
When thirteen years of age Morris Berger began as carpenter in his father's employ. After
five years he entered the employ of the Philadelphia and Reading Railroad as brakeman,
and after two years became conductor. In 1886,
he resigned, and began firing, and In 1887, came
to Galesburg and entered the service of the

Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad as
Mr.
fireman.
In 1891, he became engineer.
Berger is the engineer who, February 17, 1899,
ran the Fast Mail from Chicago to Burlington,
a distance of two hundred and six miles, in
The
one hundred and ninety-five minutes.
thermometer was seventeen degrees below zero,
and it was the fastest long run on record.
Mr. Berger is a member of the Masonic Order, Alpha Lodge, Galesburg, and is a Master
Mason. He has passed the chairs of the Webster Council, No. 23; of the Junior Order of
United American Mechanics; the Knights of
Labor, and the Sons of America. In politics,
Mr. Berger is independent.
BLANDING, MARION J.; Civil Engineer;
Galesburg; born December 22, 1842, in Madison
County, New York. His parents were Joseph
H. Blanding, of Swansea, New Hampshire, and
Mary J. (Sweet) Blanding, of Madison County,
New York. Mr. M. J. Blanding was married
in 1870, to S. Eliza Throop. of Mount Pleasant,
Iowa. They have two children, George T. and
Mary J. Mr. Blanding's second marriage was
with Sadie R. Graham at Galesburg, in NovemHe was Resident Engineer on the
ber, 1SS3.
Saint Louis Division of the Chicago, Burlington
and Quincy Railroad for six years. In 1893,
he was made Ci:y Engineer of Galesburg, which
position he now holds. In religion, Mr. Blanding is a Universalist. In politics, he is a republican.

BOWMAN, H. P.; Engineer; Galesburg; born
25, 1857, in Springboro, Pennsylvania;
His
educated in Pennsylvania and Missouri.
parents were Sherman Bowman, of Connecti-

January

and Martha (Larmor) Bowman, of PennHis grandfather was Nathan BowMr. H. P. Bowman was married in Ipava,
October 17, 1895, to Anna, daughter of
George A. and Susan (Leightner) Jacobs, cf
Pennsylvania. She was born in Knoxville, IlliHer parents came to Knox
nois, June 16, 1866.
County at the close of the Civil War, in which

cut,

sylvania.

man.

Illinois,

Mr. Bowman's anJacobs participated.
cestors in this country date back to 1714, a.nd
he has in his possession a deed from King
George to his great-great-grandfather, Josepn

Mr.

Bowman. His great-grandfather served under
Putnam in the Revolutionary War, and Mr.

Bowman

has his commission as Captain in the

Sherman Bowman was a farmer, and
moved from Pennsylvania to Missouri in 1868.
service.

Mr. H. P. Bowman
he was twenty-six
following the trade
He became fireman

worked on the farm until
years of age, afterwards
of butcher tor three years.

on the Atlantic and Great
Western Railroad, and after three years acposition with the Missouri
cepted a
PaIn 1888, he entered the employ
cific Railroad.
of the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad Company as fireman, and in 1892, became
engineer, a position which he now holds. He
In politics, Mr. Bowis a Royal Arch Mason.
man is a republican.

BOYERS, BARTHOLOMEW;
Conductor;
Galesburg; born February 22. 1858, in Whiteside
County, Illinois; educated in Illinois. His par-
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ents were Samuel Buyers, Dorn in Lincolnshire,
England, and Mary (KiuneyJ Boyers, born in
Limerick, Ireland; his maternal grandparents,
Patrick and Mary (Tansey) Kinney came from
Ireland. He was married in Keokuk, Iowa, December 13, ISSO, to Minnie, daughter of
Christopher and Mary (Elmore) Carr, who were
natives of Ireland. They came to America in

middle lite and lived at Janesville, Wisconsin,
where Minnie was born. They had one child,
Ruby. The parents of Mr. Boyers came to this
country in early life, and were married here.
The father had considerable property, and
went to Colorado in 1849^ where he spent his
fortune in mining.
He returned to Illinois,
enlisted in the Civil War and passed through
the entire period without a wound, but contracted bronchitis, from which he died. Mr. B.
Boyers began with the Chicago, Burlington and
Quincy Railroad, as brakeman, and became
conductor in 1S82, which position he still holds.
He is a member of the Order of Railway Conductors, and the Court of Honor. Mrs. Boyers
is a member of the Court of Honor, and also
L. A. to 0. R. C.
Mr. Boyers is a Catholic in
religion.
In politics, he is independent.
BRADLEY, WILLIAM O'R.; Physician;

Galesburg; born October 14, 18G1, in Rochester,
New York; educated in the public schools of
Rochester; at Conesius College. Buffalo, New
York, and at St. Michael's College, Toronto,
Canada. He graduated from the Medical Department of the University of Buffalo. His parents were Thomas Bradley, of Belfast, Ireland,
and Anna G. Bradley, of Rochester, New York.
His four grandparents came from Belfast, Ireland.
Dr. Bradley was married to Margaret
Rivers, in Rochester. New York, July 22, 1884.
They have three children: William, Marie, and
Anna. Dr. Bradley is a democrat.
BROWN, GEORGE W.; original inventor of
the corn planter; was born in Clifton Park,
Saratoga County, New York, October 29, 1815.
His parents, Valentine and Bethany (Spink)
Brown, were New Englanders, who moved to
New York when that State was comparatively
new. They lived on a farm, where George W.
passed his first fourteen years. After reaching
that age he went to live with an older brother,
who taught him the carpenter's trade. He
found employment on the Erie Canal during Its
construction, as well as on the line of the
Schenectady and Albany Railroad, of which
he was for a time Roadmaster.
On September 1, 183.5. he married Maria T. Terpening.
In 1836 he brought his bride of a
year West in a wagon, the journey occupying
six weeks.
They reached Tylerville, in Warren County, in July, 1836. The team was exchanged for eighty acres of land, and then his
mechanical trade began to serve him in good
stead. From 1836 to 1S.50 he built many houses
for his neighbors.
But he was naturally an
Inventor, and during these years devised a cultivator, churn and implements of
value to
farmers, although he secured a patent only
upon his cultivator. In 1848 he began to perfect his primary idea of a corn planter, complet-

ing the first practical machine in 1851. He obtained his first patent August 2, 1853, and constructed twelve planters that same year. The
following year he placed one hundred upon
the market, and in 1S55, three hundred.
In the last mentioned year he moved to
Galesburg. Prior to 1SU6 his receipts from the
sale of his devices had been exceedingly small.
In that year he borrowed $25,0U0 and built three
thousand machines.
From that time forward,
his
business
was a success.
The
present
plant
was erected in 1875.
In
1880 the business was incorporated under the

name

of

George W. Brown and Company, with

a

capital of
$300,000, Mr. Urowu becoming
President.
His patents were infringed upon
and in a series of suits, ending only in the
United States Supreme Court, he conclusively
established his right to be called the inventor
of the corn planter. As a result he has received
many hundred thousand dollars in royalties.
.\lthough
he
acquired
great
wealth,
Mr.

Brown remained an unpretentious man until
his death.
He was essentially self-made, yet
he was one of the best types of the class to
which that much-abused term is so often applied.
On reaching Illinois he had but twentyeight dollars in cash, beside his team and
"prairie schooner."
His energy, genius and
sound judgment won his battle. He was generous almost to a fault and sincerely beloved
by his employes, two hundred of whom were
on his pay-roll for thirty years. In 1835
he and his wife became members of the
Methodist Churcn. in which he took a very
active part until his death.
He was a republican in politics, -ind was Mayor of Galesburg in
1876.
He died June 2, 1895, leaving three children, James E. Brown, Mrs. Jennie S. Cowan
and Mrs. Elizabeth A. Perrin. His wife died
December 28, 1891.
BRUNER. HENRY; Retired Farmer; Galesburg; born in 1812, in Breckinridge County.
Kentucky.
He came to Warren County in
1835. to a farm nine miles west of Galesburg.
He was married to Matilda Claycomb, who died
in 1867.
Their children attained maturity.
Francis M., Melissa A.. Adeline, Sarah, John
M., Clarinda, and Julia.
Francis M. graduated
from Knox College in 1857: he was President
of Oskaloosa College. Iowa, from 1870 to 1876;
President of Abingdon College, Illinois, from
1877 to 1885; and Professor of Sacred Literature
and Exegesis in Eureka College, Illinois, from
1885 to 1887. John M. served in the Civil War;
he graduated from Knox College in 1869, and
studied medicine in Berlin and Halle. Germany, and in New York. He died April 23.
1890.
Mr. Henry Bruner came to Galesburg In
18.55.
His second marriage was with Mrs.

Anna

Clark.

He

is

a

member

of the Christian

Church.

BUNCE, JAMES, M.

D.; was born on May
Newton Lower Falls. Massachusetts.
He died December 3, 1862, at Galesburg. One
of the original settlers, he was also the first
25, 1805. in

physician of the infant colony.
In time his
reputation as a physician and surgeon outgrew
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the straightened limits of his adopted city and
he received calls to a professorship from both
Rush and Lynn Medical colleges, at Chicago,
which he declined. As a Trustee of Knox College, from 1845 until his death, his interests
were centered in the welfare of that institution, and he was highly esteemed by faculty
and students alike. As editor of the "News
Letter" he acquired considerable reputation in
journalism, while as a citizen he took an active
part in the building of the Chicago, Burlington
and Quincy line. He was for many years Attending Surgeon of that road, and a member of
the Board of Directors. He was Medical Examiner for the Mutual Life Insurance Company
of New York, and also served for some years
as County Physician. Dr. Bunce was the son
of James Bunce, owner of a paper mill in NewHe was a
ton Lower Pahs. Massachusetts.
lineal

descendant of William Hagar, of Weston,

Massachusetts, one of the first freemen to take
the oath in America. Lieutenants Josiah Bige-

low and Nathan Hagar, who

marched

from

to participate in the battles of Lexington and Concord, were among his ancestors. In
early life he was compelled to earn his own
living in various capacities, as opportunities
offered, his father having died, leaving a large

Weston

Connecticut;

his

maternal grandparents were

James and Nancy Baker. He was married in
Oswego, New York, November 24, 1880, to Anna,
daughter of Peter and Anna (Barry) Mahoney,
of England. Her father and brothers belonged
Mr. Calkins' ancestry
to the Queen's Guards.
They were
is traceable to the Pilgrim Fathers.
active in the wars of the Revolution and of
1812.
His great-great-grandfather. Huge CalHis father
kins, was a member of Congress.
was a veteran of the Civil War, and an uncle,
Stephen Calkins, was a victim of Andersonville
Prison; his uncles on his mother's side, six in
number, were also veterans of the Civil War.
Mr. Calkins, at the age of fifteen, was engaged
in government pier work at Oswego, New York.
At seventeen years of age he was in the engine department, as fireman of the Rome, Wa-

tertown and Ogdensburg Railroad.

He then

for the New York and Ontario Western, the Carthage and Adirondac, and in 1888,
he returned as engineer to the Rome, Watertown and Ogdensburg Railroad. In October,
1S88, he came to Galesburg, taking a position
as engineer for the Chicago. Burlington and
Quincy Railroad. He is a member of the AnMr. Calkins has
cient Order of Pyramids.

worked

imported hares from

England and Belgium;

family.
Young James finally, however, found
himself well enough advanced to matriculate
at Jefferson Medical College, of Philadelphia,
from which institution he received his diploma
He marprior to the settling of Galesburg.
ried, March 10, 1836, Miss Harriet Nevil Ferris,
a daughter of Silvanus Ferris, one of the financial backers of the colony which settled GalesDeath reburg and founded Knox College.

has a rabbit warren, and a kennel of bird dogs
at his residence, 224 Lincoln street, Galesburg.
He is a member of the Methodist Church. In
politics, he is a republican.
CALLENDER, IRA S.; Secretary of the Glenwood Ice Company; Galesburg; born at Peoria,
His father, Isaac, was
Illinois, July 31, 1857.
born in Kentucky, and his mother, Sarah A.,
was born in Maine; they are now residents of

moved Mrs. Bunce on December

Galesburg.
His paternal grandfather, Joseph,
was a native of Virginia, and his great-grandHis
father, Philip R.. was born in Scotland.
paternal grandmother, Ruth, was born in Kentucky. His maternal grandmother, Sarah, and
his grandfather, Ira Smith, and his greatgrandmother, Sarah Jenks, lived in Maine. Mr.
Callander's early life was spent upon the farm
and in the public schools. For several years,
until he was twenty-five years of age, he taught
school in the winter and worked on the farm
during the summer. In 1880, he removed to
Nebraska, where he spent three years in
farming.
February 2, 1882. he was married to Alice B. Bassford. of Pleasant Dale,
Nebraska.
Five children have been born to
them, Wallace V., Alice B., Ida E., Gladys M.
and Ruth S. In the Spring of 1883. Mr. Callender returned to Illinois, and spent the summer in a business college at Davenport,
Iowa. In the Fall he moved to Galesburg, and
Mr. Callenin 1884, started in the ice business.
der is a progressive business man. He is a republican. He is liberal in his religious views.

12,

1851.

She

a family of four girls, two boys having
previously died. On October, 1854, Dr. Bunce

left

married Miss Mary Ann Davis, of Le Roy, New
Y'ork, a daughter of Norton Seward Davis, who
had served with honor as a Colonel in the War
They had one son, who, with, his
of 1812.
mother and two half sisters, is still living.
BURGLAND, NELS M.; Butcher and Packer;
Galesburg; born December 25, 1846, at Blekinge,
Sweden, where he received his education. He
married Johanna Jacobson, January 7, 1873, at
Galesburg, Illinois; they have three children:
Charles M., George H., and Arthur T. Mr.
Burgland's father, Mons. Persson, was born in
Blekinge Lan, Sweden; his mother. Karsti
(Monson), was also a native of Blekinge Lan.
Mr. Burgland was for one term a member of
the Board of Supervisors, and a member of the
City Council from the Fourth Ward for one
term; all other official positions offered have
been declined. Mr. Burgland is a member of
the Lutheran Church. In politics, he is a republican.

CALKINS, WILLIAM HENRY; Engineer;
Galesburg; born April 3, 1862, in Onondaga
County, New York; educated in Oswego. His
parents were Henry J. Calkins, born January
Bridgeport. Connecticut, and Martha
Jane (Baker) Calkins, of New York; his grandfather, Ezra Calkins, came from Bridgeport,
31, 1831, in

CALLENDER. WILLIAM HENRY SMITH;

Real Estate. Loans and Insurance; Galesburg;
born January 1, 1865, in Henry County, Illinois.
His parents were Isaac Callender, of Kentucky,
and Sarah A. (Smith) Callender, of Maine. His
maternal grandparents were Ira and Sarah
(Jenks) Smith.
Mr. Callender was married

'.Cy'^2,^trj^'2^Lj^<iryi^--

Kxox rouxTV
November

21.

1888.

at

Ithaca.

New

York, to

Grace A. Packard. They have one child. Lillian
G. Mr. Callender has met with enviable success in his line of business, having negotiated
for a large amount of country and city propHis enterprise and reliable methods have
erty.
won for him the confidence and extended
patronage of his fellow citizens. Mr. Callender
is a member of the Congregational Church.
In
politics, he is a republican.
CAMERON. WILLIAM S.; Pattern-maker;
Galesburg: born .lanuary 17, 1864, at Elgin,
Scotland. His parents were Robert and Elspit
iMcBeth) Cameron. Mr. Cameron was married
September 27. 1888. at Galesburg. to Margaret
Three children have been born
S. Davidson.
Robert LeRoy. deceased; Margarot
to them:
Mae; and William Rae. Mr. Cameron has
charge of the pattern-making department of the
Frost Manufacturing Company, of which company he is a stockholder and director.

CHALMERS. GEORGE

S.;

Physician; Gales-

born March 26. 1845. at Aberdeen. Scotwhere he was educated. His mother,
Mary (Robinson) Chalmers, daughter of John
Robinson, was born at Kincardine. Scotland;
his father, John Chalmers, son of William and
Margaret Edwards Chalmers, was from Aberdeenshire, Scotland.
Dr. Chalmers was married to Adelia J. Copley at Altona, Illinois,
October 30. 1876. Seven children were born to
Paul Garfield, John Brown, Elizabeth
them:
A., George Gordon. Thomas Carlyle. Mary Estelle. and William Copley.
Dr. Chalmers came
to Illinois from Scotland in 1872. living in
Dwight. Illinois, until 1874.
He commenced
practice in May. 1875, at Knoxville, where he
remained until 1880. He afterwards practiced
twelve years at Altona. coming to Galesburg
in 1892. where he has since resided.
During his
residence at Knoxville. he was a member of the
Board of Education. In Altona. he was elected
several terms as a member of the Board of
Education, was Town Clerk. Village Clerk. Justice of the Peace, and a member of the Library
Board. He was elected Coroner of Knox Counburg;
land,

and re-elected in 1896. In religion,
a Congregationalist. He is a republican.
P.;
Engineer: Gales-

ty in 1892.

he

is

CHAPIN.

EDWARD

born August 31. 1804. at Chatham. New
York; educated in Chicago. Illinois. He was
married to Carrie P. MacFillin in June. 1894, at
Beardstown, Illinois. They have two children:
Edward P.. and Chester W. Mr. Chapin's
father. Charles H. Chapin. was born at Waterloo. New York: his mother. Elizabeth Jenison.
was born at Chatham. New York. Mr. Chapin
came with his parents to Chicago, at the time
of the Chicago fire, where they lost their all by
that terrible calamity. His parents are still
living in Chicago.
Mr. Chapin has been employed in the engineering department of the
Chicago. Burlington and Quincy Railroad for
fifteen years, and holds at the present time, th^
burg;

brother. F. G. Church, was born October 14,
1874, in Peoria County, where he was educated.
Their father, John Church, was born in Penn-

sylvania; their mother, Mary (Holmes) Church,
was a native of New York State. For eleven
years prior to engaging in the laundry business.
Mr. C. A. Church was connected with the Chicago. Burlington and Quincy Railroad in caI*icities ranging from clerical work to those of
Station Agent and Train Dispatcher.
Afterwards, in partnership with his brother, he engaged in the laundry business, in which the
firm has been very successful.

CLINE,

ALBERT

J.;

Hardware and

fuel

merchant; Galesburg; born October 16. 1871. in
Peoria County, Illinois; educated in Peoria and
Knox counties; his father. Peter S. Cline. was
born in New York State; the same State was
the birthplace of his mother, whose name was
Miranda E. Mattison; his grandfather, Robert
Cline, was also born in New York State.
Mr.
A. J. Cline is a member of the firm of Cline
and Shaw. He has ilealt in fuel since 1894. and
recently purchased the hardware business of
J. C. Toler. which he is conducting in connection with his former occupation of wood and
coal dealer.
In religion, Mr. Cline is a Presbyterian.
In politics, he is a republican.
COLTON. OCTAVIUS JONES; Manufacturer;
Galesburg. where he was born November 20.
1855; educated in Knox College.
His paternal
grandparents were Simon and Abigail S. Colton.
His father. Gad Dudley Colton. was born
in
Monson, Massachusetts; his mother was
Susan A. Jones.
On the maternal side, his
grandmother was Louisa Jones. July 8. 1879,
he was married, in Augusta, Illinois, to Alice
Lyon. Five children were born to them:
Alice; Edward Albert; Helen Grace, deceased:
Arthur, deceased; and Philip Julian. In religion. Mr. Colton is a Congregationalist.
In
politics, he is a republican.

COLVILLE. ROBERT WEIR; Master .MeGalesburg; born March 31. 1839. in
Glasgow, Scotland, where he was educated.
His grandparents. George and Anne (Ralph)
Colville. and his parents. Robert and Anne
(Maxwell) Colville. were born in Scotland, the
chanic;

last

two

in

Glasgow and Edinburgh

respec-

tively.
Robert Colville was a bookbinder by
trade, an occupation which his son. Robert W..
did not find congenial. The family came from
Scotland to Chicago in 1851. and moved to
Galesburg in 1856. Mr. R. W. Colville enlisted
in the Civil War. Company E. Seventeenth
Illinois Infantry.
In 1863. after his term of
service, he entered the employ of the Chicago.

position of Division Engineer.

Burlington and Quincy Railroad and has filled
various responsible positions in the Department of Mechanics. In 1878. he was appointed
Master Mechanic of the Galesburg Division,
which position he still holds. Mr. Colville is a
>'ason. and a charter member of the Galesburg
Club. In politics, he is a democrat, and has
served on the Board of Education. Mr. Colville

CHL'RCH. C. A. (of the firm of C. A. and F.
Church): Laundryman: Ga'esbure: born
August 14. 1864. in Peoria County. Illinois. His

Alma

G.

was married
Edith Wilbur

in Galesburg March 4. 1866, to
Cole.
They have three children;
Bird. Nita Maude, and Robert Rex.

KN
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O.X

JOHN NEWTON; Farmer

COUNT Y.

and

Stockman; Galesburg; born October 21, 1830;
educated in Knox County, Illinois. His parents
were Uzziah Conger, born August 22, 1789, in
Heidleberg, Albany County, New York, and
Hannah (West) Conger, born December 31,
1794, at Granville, Washington County, New
York; his paternal grandparents were James
Conger, of Dutchess County, New York, and
Margaret (McNab) Conger; his paternal greatgrandparents were Job Conger, born in 1718,
at Elizabeth, New Jersey, and Mary (Carrington) Conger, born in 1772; his maternal grandparents were John West, born February 10,
1770, in Stockbridge, Massachusetts, and Sallie

(Woodcock) West, born September 4, 1772, in
Williamstown, Massachusetts; his maternal
great-grandparents were Prince and Hannah
Mr. Conger was married to
West.
(Gibbs)
Elizabeth Wheeler, of Knoxville, Illinois, March
His second marriage was with Martha
12, 1851.
Courtwright, at Aurora, Illinois, March 4, 18G9.
Their children are: Ella, Ida May, Eva Helen,
Maud, J. Newton, and Louis J. James Conger
was a soldier in the Revolutionary War. Nehemiah Wood, father of Sallie West, was a Lieutenant in the same war, and a member of the
Committee of Safety in Williamstown, Massachusetts. Mr. Conger is a member of the Universalist Church. In politics, he is a repub-

CONLEY, GEORGE

F.; Conductor; Galesin 1852, being the first

burg; born in Wataga
white child born in that town. His father was
Linsey G. Conley, one of the early settlers in
Knox County. Mr. Conley entered the employ
of the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad
as a brakeman, in 1872, and became a conductor
In
in 1876, a position which he now holds.
March, 1875, Mr. Conley was married to May
Matthews, who died in 1886, leaving one daughIn 1892, he was married to Mrs.
ter, Grace W.
Delia Burkhardt. Mr. Conley has been active
In 1894, he
in politics.
of the Fourth Ward, and

was
was

elected Alderman
re-elected in 1898.

ex-Past Chief Conductor of the Order
of Railroad Conductors, and is prominent in
the Masonic fraternity; he is also a member
of the Court of Honor; and a Minor of Honor.
COOKE, FOREST F.; Lawyer; Galesburg;
is

born at Plainfieid, New Jersey, February 4, 1848;
educated in Knox College, from which he gradHis father, Milo D., and his
uated in 1870.
mother, Betsey (Smith), were natives of Vermont. His paternal grandfather was named
Chauncey, and his paternal grandmother Betsey.
His maternal grandfather and grandmother
were Loren and Eliza Smith. March 17, 1875,
he was married at Ogdensburg, New York, to
Sarah Louise Collins. Of this marriage there
are three children, Florence A.. Chauncey L.,
and Bessie. Mr. Cooke enlisted in the Civil
War in 1863. He was admitted to the Bar in
He
1872, and has since practiced in Galesburg.
was Mayor of Galesburg during the years 189192-93-94, and 1897-98.
In politics, Mr. Cooke is
a republican.

COOKE, MILO

Vermont, June

4,

1819.

He

re-

ceived instruction in the district and preparatory schools of his native State, and finished his
education with a course in Middlebury College,

graduating in 1842. He married Miss Betsey
Smith, March 10, 1847. In 1852, he came to
Henderson, Knox County, where he taught
school three years. He came to Galesburg in
1856, and became Police Magistrate in 1857, an
He was
office which he held until his death.
licensed to practice law in 1862. Ex-Mayor ForThe Cooke School, in
est F. Cooke is his son.
the Fifth Ward, was named in honor of his
services on the Board of Education in the city
He died May 20, 1889, in Galesof Galesburg.
burg, Illinois.

COUNTRYMAN, WILLIAM F.; Engineer;
Galesburg; born August 6, 1861, in Monmouth,
His parents, Frank Francis and Julia
Illinois.
(Alley) Countryman, came from Ohio; his maternal grandmother was Delia Alley. He was
married to Flora Henry, at Gladstone, Illinois,
January 16, 1886. Their children are: Harry
Mr. CounF., Royal, William, and Edith May.
tryman's parents were among the early setHis father worked
tlers of Warren County.
Monmouth,
and now
carpenter's
trade
in
the
at
resides in Oquawka, Illinois. William F. Countryman was brought up on the home farm, and,

when twenty-two years

of age, began as brakefor the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy
Railroad. He became a fireman in 1888, and
an engineer in 1897. He is a member of the
Order of A. O. U. W. Mr. Countryman is a
Congregationalist. In politics, he is an independent.
COWAN, JAMES E.; Physician and surgeon;
Galesburg; born July 18, 1849, at Mechanicsburg, Ohio; educated in the common schools
Knox College;
gradOhio,
and in
of
uated from Rush Medical College in 1874. Before graduating from the latter, he studied with
His parents,
Dr. J. M. Morse in Galesburg.

man

lican.

He

son County,

D.;

born

in Cornwall,

Addi-

Argus B. Cowan, son of James and Diantha
(Woods) Cowan, and Laura (Chapman) Cowan,
daughter of Enoch Chapman, a Revolutionary
September 24,
soldier, were both born in Ohio.

Cowan was married to Ella A. Hunt,
at Knoxville. Thore are two children, Laura
F. and Hortense.
After completing his medical studies. Dr. Cowan practiced in Galesburg
one year, in Chicago two or three years, and
afterwards returned to Galesburg, where he has
since resided. In religion, he is a Universalist.
He is a republican.
1873, Dr.

CRAIG, CHARLES CURTIS; Lawyer; Galesburg; born in Knoxville, June 16. 1865. His
parents were Alfred M., judge of the Supreme
Court of Illinois, and Elizabeth Proctor (Harvey) Craig, born in Egan County and Knoxville respectively.
His paternal grandparents
were David Craig, born in Philadelphia, and
Minta (Ramey) Craig, born in Kentucky. His
maternal
grandparents
were Curtis Kendall
Harvey,
born
Barnett,
Verin
mont,
who
was
leading
lawyer
a
western
of
Illinois,
and
Hannah
Key,
born in Lebanon, Maine. His paternal great-

KNOX COUATY.
grandfathe'' was born in Londonileiry, Irelaml:
his maternal great-grandparents were Ira and

(Kendall) Harvey, born in MassachuCharles Curtis Craig was educated in the
public schools, at Dr. Bangs' private academy,
at Knox College, Galesburg, and at Notre Dame
University at South Bend, Indiana. In 1883, h;
was appointed a cadet at the I'nited States
Naval Academy at Annapolis, and after completing his course, he resigned from the Navy
and studied law in New York City, and later in
the office of Stevenson and Ewing at Bennington, Illinois. He was admitted to the Bar in
1888, and the same year was a candidate for the
office of States Attorney of Knox County, but
was defeated, though he ran ahead of the ticket.
Mr. Craig began his professional career in
Galesburg, and in 1898, was elected to the GenIn 1897, he organized, and was
eral Assembly.
elected Captain of Battery B Light Artillery of
the Illinois National Guard, which was one of
the first to volunteer its services for the Spanish-American War, although they were not engaged in actual service. Captain Craig commanded the troops at Pana and Virden during
the Coal Miners Riots, in September and October, 1898, and received the thanks of the Governor for his successful control of the situation.
Captain Craig has a successful and lucrativo
law practice, is a member of several societies,
and is prominent in the social and business
He was married to Louise
life of Galesburg.
Dary, of New Orleans, Louisiana, July 12. 1893.
CRAIG, GEORGE; Monument and stone
manufacturer; born February 1, 1865; educated
in the public schools, Quincy, Massachusetts.
His father, Robert, and his mother. Jeannette
Smith, were born in Scotland. September 27,
1894, Mr. Craig was married in Kewanee, IlliThere are two chilnois, to Alice Broadbent.
dren, Robert and Leonard. In politics, Mr.
Craig is a republican.
CULVER, JOHN H.; Engineer; Galesburg;
horn February 3, 1864, in Knox County, where
he was educated. His parents were Harvey
A. Culver, born May 31, 1833, at Richfield,

Hannah
setts.

Mary A. (Scott) Culver, of Scotland;
grandfathers were Theodore Culver, of
York, and William Scott, of Scotland. Mr.
Culver was married September 1.5, 1886, in
Galesburg, to Lillie O., daughter of Henry and
Hannah (McFeaters) Berrier, of Pennsylvania.
They have three children: Earl H. H., William
Mr. Culver's father settled on
J., and Lester O.
a farm in Ontario Township in 1851. During
the War of the Rebellion he was Depvity
Sheriff of Knoxville for one term, and then returned to farming in Wataga. He moved to
Galesburg in 1882. and died March 30. 1895. He
was regarded as an honest and faithful man.
Mr. J. H. Culver entered the employ of the
Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad in
1S81. as brakeman; he engaged as fireman in
1S8S. and became engineer in 1890. a position
which he now holds. Mr. Culver is a republican, and a member of the Order of United
American Mechanics; he is now serving his
second term as State Treasurer of the order.
Ohio, and
his

New

CURRAN, JOHN

C.
Engineer; Galesburg;
England, September 1, 1845; educated
Island.
He was married to Marjorie
May 9, 1872, in Rhode Island; they
have two childreni Jennie M. (Mrs. Everson),
and Arthur W. Mr. Curran's father, John Curran, was born in England; his mother, Jane
Cowan, was a native of Ireland. Mrs. Curran
was born in Rhode Island and is of Revolutionary ancestry. She is a descendant of Major
General John Sullivan, who commanded at the
Battle of Rhode Island, August, 1778, and had
charge of the expedition against the Indians
of the Mohawk Valley, in- 1779.
Mr. and Mrs.
Curran moved from Rhode Island to Muskegon,
Michigan, where they still have a beautiful

born

;

in

in

Rhode

S.

Rogers,

summer cottage. In 1888, they moved to
burg. when Mr. Curran began service

Galesas engineer on the Chicago. Burlington and Quincy
Railroad; which position he still holds.
In
religion, Mr. Curran is a Baptist.

CrSHING,
Galesburg;

JOHN

born

PEARSONS;

September

5,

1861;

Teacher;
educated

Amherst College and Leipzig University.
His parents, Alvin Matthew Gushing, M. D.,
and Elizabeth (Pearsons) Gushing, were born
in Vermont.
June 25, 1890, he was married at
at

New York, to Alice B. Bullions. There
child, Lucy, deceased.
Professor Gushing received the degree of A. B. at Amherst
College in 1882, and that of A. M. in 1884. He
was Assistant and Vice Principal of Holyoke
(Massachusetts) High School, 1882-92; student
at the University of Leipzig, 1892-94, where he
received the degree of Ph. D.; Professor of History and Political Economy and Lecturer in
Pedagogy. Knox College. 1S94. Mrs. Cushing's
grandfather. Rev. Peter Bullions, was a distinguished writer of English, Latin and Greek
text books.
In religion. Professor Gushing is
a Protestant; in politics, a republican.
Troy,

was one

DAVIDSON, PETER McL.; Contractor and
builder; Galesburg; born in Scotland, where
he was educated and learned his trade.
He
came to Galesburg, Illinois, in 1882, and since
1884, has engaged in general contracting and
building.
He has erected several handsome
residences and business blocks, among which
may be mentioned the residences of Colonel
Clark E. Carr, and Dr. G. E. Luster; Lescher
Block and residence, the Holmes Building,
Arlington Hotel, Carr Block, Board of Trade
Block, Jacobi Block, and buildings in
University grounds.

DAVIS.

JOHN ALLEN WRIGHT;

surgeon; Galesburg;

born

in

Lombard
Dental

Menard Countv,

Illinois. April 18, 1837.
His father, Michael,
and his grandfather, John, and grandmother. J.
Catherine Miller, were natives of Kentucky.
His mother, Margaret, and her father, William
Renshaw, were born in Tennessee; his grandmother, Elizabeth (Short) Renshaw. was born
in Virginia.
His early years were spent upon

the

farm.

and the

He attended

the

common

schools

Illinois State Normal School.
He practiced dentistry in Mason City, Illinois, for five
years, afterwards removing to Chicago. While
practicing there he was elected Vice-Presi-

KNOX COUNTY
dent of the Chicago Dental Society. April 23,
1S74, he was mauied to Hattie L. Gauett, of
Syracuse, New York. There are three children:
Mrs. R. May Read; Howard G., D. D. S.; and
In 1875, Dr. Davis became a resiClifford E.
dent of Galesburg. In 1881, he was elected Vice
President of the Illinois State Dental Society,
President of the Western Illinois Dental Society, and ihe Central Illinois Dental Society.
In 1898, he was chosen President of the Illinois
State Dental Society. He is a member of the
Odd Fellows, and is a Knight Templar. In reIn politics, a republican.
ligion, he is a Baptist.
DEWEIN, ELMER C; Horseshoer; Galesburg; born September 8, 1864, in Burlington,
His parents
Iowa, where he was educated.
were J. G. and Julia (Jacobs) Dewein, of BurDewein was married
Mr.
Iowa.
lington,
October 1, 1884, in Burlington, Iowa, to Rachel
May, daughter of John N. and Indiana Missouri
(Scott) Simons, born respectively in Pennsylvania and Indiana. Their children are: Myrtle
L., William E., Marguerette J., and Rachel I.
Mr. Dewein learned the trade of horseshoeing
in Burlington, and worked there until 1889.
when he came to Galesburg. In 189-5, he entered into partnership with D. F. Nolan, and
carrying on an extensive and successful
is
business at 15 West Main street. Mr. Dewein
He is inis a member of the Baptist Church.
dependent in politics. He is a member of the

Knights of Pythias. Modern Woodmen of
America, and the Court of Honor.
DOLL, JOHN; Carpenter; Galesburg; born in
Luzerne County, Pennsylvania, near WilkesHis father, John, and his
barre, April 9, 1811.
mother, Catherine (Sorber) Doll, were born in
Northampton County, Pennsylvania, as were
also his grandfather and grandmother on the
paternal side, John and Betsy (MacNeil) Doll,
and also on the maternal side, Jacob and BarHis first wife was
bara
(Hahn) Sorber.
Rosanne Sorber, of Butler County, Pennsylvania, by whom he had four children; his second wife was Elizabeth McCurdy, whom he
married in Butler County, and by whom he had
two children. His third wife, whom he married September 16, 1851. in Mercer County.
Pennsylvania, was Adah H. Stevenson; to them
were born two children. Two sons, George W.,
a Lieutenant in the Eleventh Illinois Cavalry,
and Samuel H., a private, served through four
years of the Civil War, both of whom died of
diseases contracted while in the service. Of the
eight children, only two are now living, Catherine E. Moore and Harriet L. Doll. In reIn politics, he was
ligion, he is a Protestant.
first a republican and later a prohibitionist.
DRAKE, E. R.; Dry goods merchant; Galesburg, where he was born November 10, 1856.
His father, Lyman C. Drake, was born at
Crown Point, New York, and his mother, Lucy
Ann Hyde, in Middlebury, Vermont. On the
maternal side, his great-grandfather. Major
Russell B. Hyde, of Hyde Park, Vermont, was
born in Massachusetts; his grandfather, Jabez
Perkins Hyde, was born in Vermont. Lyman
C. Drake and family came to Illinois in March,

from Moriah, New York, and lived on a
farm four miles west of Galesburg for nine
and then moved into the city. He died
"in February, 1886, and his wife, Lucy A. H.
Drake, died in October, 1888. They had nine
children, the two youngest of whom are living:
In religion, Mr. Drake
E. R. and F. S. Drake.
In politics, he is a republican.
is a Baptist.
1844,

years,

DRURY, HARLEY FRANKLIN; Grocer;
Galesburg; born June 13, 1855, in Essex, Vermont, where he was educated. His parents
were Jacob K. Drury, of Milton, Vermont, and
Caroline (Bascom) Drury, of Fairfax, Vermont;
his grandparents were Isaac and Sallie (Herriok) Drury.
Mr. Drury was married in Galesburg March 28, 1883, to Nellie, daughter of
Homer and Belinda (Lane) Trask, of Ohio.
Their children are: Mamie (adopted), and
Louise. The father of H. F. Drury was a farmer in early life, afterwards engaging in the
produce commission business, and later in the
manufacture of brick. He died in Vermont.
Harley F. Drury, began his business career in
his father's brickyard.
In 1878, he came to
Galesburg, where for a year and a half he was
a clerk for Lake W. Sanborn. For two years
and a half, he kept books for Captain C. L.
Lanstrum, and afterwards opened a grocery
store on his own account. Mr. Drury is a believer in Christian Science.
In politics, he is
a republican.
DUVAL, WINFIELD SCOTT; Engineer;
Galesburg; born April 3, 1852, in Burlington,
Iowa, where he was educated. His father was
Daniel Jennings Duval, of Lexington, Ken-

He was married November 19, 1884, at
Oquawka, Illinois, to Polly Elizabeth, daughter of Conrad D. Aschoff, of Germany, and Rebecca (Selders) Aschoff, of Pennsylvania. At
the age of thirteen, Mr. Duval became "striker"
under Abner Morton, an engineer on a Mississippi River steamboat.
At the age of sixteen he could manage an engine, and when
eighteen years old, was given his first "permit"
on the steamer Jessie. For many years he
was a successful engineer on different steamtucky.

boats, his last charge being the steamer Prescott on the Missouri and Kansas rivers.
He
was on the steamer at the docks when the tornado struck Kansas City, and his wife, who
was with him, fastened the boat to the wharf.
In 1888, Mr. Duval entered the employ of the
Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad as a
fireman, and in a year became an engineer,
which position he still holds. He came to
Galesburg in 1889, where he has since resided.
Mr. Duval is a member of the Baptist Church.
In politics, he is a republican.
EAVES,
M.; Conductor; Gales-

CHARLES

burg; born April 10, 1859, in Hancock County,
Illinois; educated in Illinois.
His parents were
Thomas E. Eaves, of Adams County, Illinois,
and Julia (Kennedy) Eaves, of New York. Mr.
Eaves was married November 17. 1881, at Colchester, Illinois, to Eva Campbell. Their children are:
Addie. deceased: Ethel, Blanche,
Ruth, and Helen. Mr. Eaves has been in the
employ of the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy

^
C7'^

1<J^^

K
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Railroad for twenty-one years, and has been a
conductor for fifteen years. In religious belief
Mr. Eaves is a Baptist. He is a republican, and
Alderman of the Seventh Ward, to which office
he was elected by the largest majority ever
given in that ward.
ELDER, SAMUEL CRAWFORD; Flour merchant: rjalesuurg: born iMarch 30, 1839, in
Franklin County, Pennsylvania, where he was
were Matthew and
educated. His parents
Nancy (McConnell) Elder, of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Elder was married to Sarah M. Roush. in
County,
February
Henrv
Illinois.
1. 186fi.
Their
children are:
Elton C; Lelia N.: Roy, deceased: Lizzie N., deceased. Mr. Elder is a
Presbyterian. In politics, he is a democrat.
ERICSON. ADOLPH W.: Machinist; Galesburg: born in 1847, in Sweden. He came to
Galesburg in 18.53. and learned the trade of a
machinist. In 1864, he entered the employ of
the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad,

and in 1879, became assistant foreman in the
machine shops: he was made general foreman
in the machine shops in 1886, a position which
he still holds. He was married to Kate Donaldson, in 1879: one child was born to them,
Adolph I^mbert.
EVERETT. .lOHN C; Switchtender; Galesburg: born in Summit County, Ohio, August 28,
1849; educated in Ohio.
His parents were John
Everett, of Pennsylvania, and Alvira (Hill
Everett, of Virginia; his grandfather was John
Everett, of Germany. Mr. Everett was marI

ried

Octoljer

7.

1874,

at

Augusta Maria, daughter

Sheffield. Illinois, to
of Chauncey B. and

Mary Rosetta (Drury)

Fish, of Huron County,
Rosetta Alvira,
Ohio. Their children are:
Charles Herman. Jennie May, George Calvin,
Frederick James, and Shirley Fremont. When
a boy, Mr. Everett came from Ohio to Bureau
County and began farming. In lS6."i, he went
to Missouri, where he remained about one year,
when he returned to Illinois, and in company
with his father, John E. Everett, bought a
farm. For a time he was an engineer in a
grist-mill at Sheffield. Bureau County, Illinois.
After his marriage. Mr. Everett movcl to a
farm in Iowa. He afterwards lived in Kansas
for fourteen years, and in Missouri for one
He then came to Galesburg. where he
year.
has been switchtender for six years for the
Chicago. Burlington and Quincy Railroad.
FELT. GEORGE A.; Farmer: Galesburg:
born March 1. 18.57. in Cherry Grove. Warren
County. Illinois. His father was Edward A.
Felt, of Ipswich, Massachusetts; his mother
was Rebecca (Hoover) Felt, and was born in
Ohio. Edward A. Felt came with his father,
Peter Felt, from Massachusetts to Quincy, Illinois, in 1830; he was married at Quincy. January 20, 1850, and settled at Cherry Grove, afterward removing to Galesburg Township, where
he died May 10, 1884, leaving three sons and
two daughters: George A., born March 1.
1857; W. W.. born January 6. 1865; Harry E..
born June 12, 1872; Rosanna and Alta, now
deceased. George A. Felt was educated in the
"

common

schools,

and

in

Knox

College.

In

U NT \
he is a republican. He is a member
He married, in
of the Congregational Church.
politics,

Ontario Township, March 15, 1888, Virginia E.,
daughter of Ralph Voris, of Oneida. Illinois.
Two children were born to them: Edward and
Winifred I. Mrs. Felt died November 16. 1892,
since which time Mr. Felt has resided with his
mother in Galesburg.
FERRIS, SILVANUS: this progenitor of the
large family of Galesburg Ferrises was the
fourth child of Silvanus, son of James and
Mary Ferris. This James was the eldest son
of another James Ferris, born about 1638, who
was the son of Jeffrey Ferris, one of the early
settlers of Charlestown, Massachusetts, whence
he moved to Stamford, Connecticut, about
Here the family lived for some time,
1641.
some of them finally moving to Greenwich,
Fairfield County, in that State, where the first
Silvanus was born August 10, 1737. On September 10. 1761, he married Mary Mead, who
was born September 30. 1742, and died July 22,

He died January 12. 1824. He is alleged
have served in the Revolutionary War. and
have taken part in the Ticonderoga and
this cannot be
verified.
At any rate he espoused the patriot
cause, and was obliged to move from Greenwich because of the persecutions of neighboring tories. May 28. 1772. he purchased a farm
Here the
in Westchester County. New York.
second Silvanus. born March 5. 1773. at Greenwich, the subject of this paragraph, grew to
manhood: and here he married Sally Olmstead,
March 15, 179S. While that region was still
wild and unsettled he moved to Herkimer
County. New York, where he later became a
prosperor.s dairy farmer, accumulating what
was then regarded :is a very large fortune. His
industry and thrift were almost proverbial in
his neighborhood, and his enterprise astonishing for those times. When Rev. George W.
Gale organized the Galesburg colony Silvanus
Ferris was his chief assistant, and was the
It has been
financial backer of the enterprise.
said that there were three men who were essential to the colony's success: Rev. George W.
Gale. Professor N. H. Losey and Silvanus Fer1822.

to
to

Crown Point campaigns, but

Mr. Ferris became the largest land owner
was the father of eight chilof the seven who grew to
maturity he gave a section of land. He was

ris.

He
of the colony.
dren, and to each

always prominent in local affairs, and ranked
among the foremost men of Knox County. He
His children were Silvanus
died June 16. 1861.
Western. Nathan Olmstead. Timothy Harvey,
William Mead. Henry. Laura (who die.d early),
Harriet Newell and George Washington Gale.
His descendants form one of the largest families in

Galesbiirg.

FERRIS. TIMOTHY

H.; Farmer; Galesburg,
His
August 27. 1845.
was born in Herkimer
County, New York, October 18, 1809; he was
one of the first settlers, and was a member of

where be was
father. Henry

Dorn

Ferris,

His mother. Elizabeth
Hudson, whose marriage to Henry Ferris ocat Henderson Grove August 31, 1836,

the Galesburg Colony.

curred

KNOX COUNTY
New

Hampshire, and was one
of the first school teachers in Knox County.
His grandparents were Silvanus and Sallie

was a native

of

Mr. Ferris was educated
13, 1868, he was mar-

(Olmstead) Ferris.
in

Knox Academy.

May

They are
ried to Mary Drew, at Galesburg.
the parents of four children: Arthur T., Harry
D., Mary, and Harriet L., who died January 16,
Mr. Ferris is a republican.
1899.
FISHER, EPHRAIM C; Hack and transfer
business; Galesburg; born March 4, 1852, in
Perry County, Pennsylvania; educated in the
common schools. He was married to Viola E.
Russell, at Galesburg, December 25, 1873. His
father, Wilson Fisher, was born in Perry
mother, Margaret
(Murphy) Fisher, was born in Cumberland
Mr. Fisher's parents
County, Pennsylvania.
died when he was a child. At four years of
age, he came to Aurora, Illinois, and lived with
his uncle, Jesse Kirkpatrick, where he attended
school and worked on a farm. In 1872, he
came to Galesburg and followed the occupation of painting for four years; was then eraployed by the American Express Company as
Transfer Clerk for twelve years; and later entered into partnership with John Johnson, in
County,

Pennsylvania;

his

the hack and transfer business. The business
has prospered and the firm now have hack lines
at all depots, and at the Union Hotel, and
transfer lines to all parts of the city. The
firm has its ofiice at the Union Hotel. In religion, Mr. Fisher is a Baptist.
He is a republican.

FLYNN,

DANIEL

dealer; Galesburg;
Ireland, where he

W.; Wholesale liquor
born August 1, 1846. in

was educated. His parents
were Patrick and Mary (Coffey) Flynn, of Ireland.
Mr. Flynn was married to Nano Ryan in
1893, at Galesburg, Illinois.

Their children are:
Frank, George W., Daniel W., Catherine, and
Mary. Mr. Flynn is a Catholic. In politics, he

J.

a republican.
FLYNN, J. P.; Dentist; Galesburg; born in
Chicago, Illinois, December 5, 1873; received
his education in Illinois, and in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania. His father, D. W. Flynn, was
born in Ireland; his mother was Catherine
(Norton) Flynn, and was born in New York
State; his paternal grandparents, Patrick and
Mary (Coffey) Flynn, and his maternal grandparents, James and Ann (Dolan) Norton, were
born in Ireland. Dr. J. F. Flynn received a
college education in Galesburg, Illinois, after
which he took a course in dentistry in Chicago, and in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
He
is now established in business in the Marquette
Building, South Cherry street, Galesburg, Illiis

nois.

FOX, WILLIAM
born November
ty, New York,

common
Kelly in

two

22,

H.;

Conductor; Galesburg;

1844, in

v.^here

Washington Coun-

he was educated in the

He was married to Elizabeth
Galesburg, May 9, 1873. They have

schools.

children, Ralph and Blanch. Mr. Fox came
Knox County in 1859, and farmed till 1861,
when he enlisted in Company E, Tenth Regiment Illinois Volunteers for three months. He
to

re-enlisted in

Company

A, Thirty-Sixth Regi-

ment
till

Illinois Volunteer Cavalry, and served
1866.
In May, 1866, he began work for the

Burlington and Quincy Railroad as
For fourteen years he has been a
conductor in the passenger service. Mr. Fox
In politics, he is a republican.
is a Protestant.
FREEBERG, NELS S.; Contractor and
builder; Galesburg; born in Sweden, April .20,
1854; came to Galesburg in 1874, and worked
He married Anna
at his trade as carpenter.
Chicago,

brakeman.

Anderson in 1883.
George A., Arthur

Anna

They have five
Gunnard C,

H.,

children:
Carl,

and

Mr. Freeberg began contracting and
building in 1886, and is still engaged in that
E.

business.

GARRITY.
born

T.
C; Conductor;
in Ireland, in December, 1844;

Galesburg;
educated in

the common schools. He married Catherine L.
Barrett in St. Patrick's Church, Chicago, April
They have three children: William
13, 1868.
Mr. Garrity came
T., Mabel A., and Francis J.
from Ireland when a small boy, and lived in
New York and New Jersey. In 1856, he moved
to Wisconsin.
In April, 1861. he enlisted in
Company I, Fifth Regiment, Wisconsin Volunteers; was made a Corporal, and was honorably
discharged December 25, 1863; re-enlisted in
Company B^ and served till July 11, 1865. For
gallantry at the battle of Winchester, Virginia,
he was promoted to a Sergeant; was wounded
in the battle of the Wilderness, and was in
many of the battles fought by the Army of the
Potomac. In 1867, he came to Galesburg, and
began work for the Chicago, Burlington and
Quincy Railroad as brakeman. In 1870, was
made conductor; left for the West in 1875; and
in 1880, he returned to Galesburg and to his
former position with the Chicago, Burlington
and Quincy. He is a member of the G. A. R.,
Post No. 45; and a member of the Order of

Railroad Conductors.

GAY.

MARTIN WATERMAN;

Galesburg;

retired; born December 17, 1822, at Bridport,
Vermont; educated in the common schools. His
father. Lusher, and his mother, Elisa, were
born in Vermont. He was married October 3,

Mr.
1872, at Galesburg, to Lorraine E. Gay.
to Galesburg in 1836, and settled upon
a farm in Henderson Grove. For several years
he was a merchant at Henderson. In religion,
he is a Protestant. In politics, a republican.

Gay came

GENT, BYRON; Conductor;

Galesburg; bora

November 13, 1857. at Burlington, Iowa, where
he was educated. His parents were Henry and
Hepzibah (Malphas) Gent, of England.
He
first married to Isabel Herman; they have
one daughter living, Gertnide I. His second
marriage, February 12, 1894, at Buffalo, Wyoming, was with Luella M. Ghent; they have
one daughter, L. Ruth.
Mr. Gent's parents
came from England to Newark, New York, and
thence to Burlington, Iowa. Mr. Gent learned
the carpenter's trade, which he followed till
1879, when he began as brakeman on the Chicago, Burlington and -Quincy Railroad.
He was
transferred from Burlington to Galesburg in
1889, and is now a conductor.
The father of the

was

KNOX
present Mrs. Gent was a native of Tennessee
and came to Illinois when a child; her mother
was born in Illinois. Mr. Gent is liberal in
politics.

GESLEU, EDWARD R.; Florist; Galesburg;
born April 29, 18G8, at Macomb, Illinois, where
he was educated. His parents were Gabriel
Gesler, of
of Ohio.

August

Germany, and Martha (Riley) Gesler,
He was married to Elida Winslow
1891. at Macomb, Illinois.
Their

13,

children are: Gabie Aurelia. Florence Martha,
Clara May, and Ross Winslow. Mr. Gesler is a

Congregationalist.

GIBSON, LEWIS L.; Farmer; Galesburg;
born March 16, 1833, at Blekinge. Sweden. His
parents, Lars and Ingrid (Nelson) Jhonson,
were born in Sweden, the former dying two
months before the birth of Lewis L. In the
Fall of 1834, Ingrid Nelson was married to
Thomas Jepson. Mr. L. L. Gibson had one
brother, Pehr, and one sister, Peruella; he had
three half-brothers, Nels. John, and Mathias,
and two half-sisters, Celia and Nellie.
Mr.
Gibson came to Galesburg December 2G, 18.53,
and began to work on a farm for George W.
He afterwards rented a farm in GalesFerris.
burg Township. Later he was in the coal and
wood business in Galesburg for fifteen years.
Gibson
has always taken a deep interest
Mr.
He is Secretary of
in the temperance cause.
the Galesburg Commercial Union. In religion,
he is a Lutheran. He is independent in politics.
GILLBTT, FREEMAN D.; Engineer; Galesburg; born in Ashtabula County, Ohio, October
His parents were
23, 1856; educated in Ohio.
Orlando M. and Amanda (Blackford) Gillett. of
Ashtabula County, Ohio; his paternal grandparents were William and Huldah (Wade) Gilhis maternal grandparlett, of Connecticut;
Blackford,
ents, Martin and Hulda (Webb)
came from Ashtabula County. Mr. Gillett was
married to Emma Lundgren. in Galesburg, September 23, 189.5; they have an adopted daughMr. Gillett came from Michigan to
ter. Aura.
Knox County in 1881. and began as fireman for
the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad.
Two years later he began work in the machine
shops. He afterwards resumed his position as
fireman and has been running an engine since
the noted "Q." strike in 1889. He is engineer
of the fast mail train East and of the fast passenger train West. Mr. Gillett is a member of
the Odd Fellows. Galesburg. In religion, he
a Methodist. He is a republican.

GOTTSCHALL. NELS

J.;

is

Baker and Con-

fectioner; Galesburg; born .January 22. 1864. in

Sweden; educated in Sweden and Galesburg.
His parents were .1. S. and Hannah (Trulson)
He was married to
of Sweden.

Gottschall.

Christena M. Jacobson. in Galesburg. .lune

14.

They have two children. Newton Tenny
1892.
and Ethel Hannah Catherine. He is a member
Mission. In politics he Is a

of the Swedish
republican.

GRAHAM. .JOHN M.; Conductor; Ga'esburg;
born March 25. 1840. at Harrisburg. Pennsylvania. His father was James M. Graham, of
Harrisburg; his grandfather, John M. Graham.

U

C

A-

T

V.

and his great-grandfather, George Graham,
were natives of Scotland. He was educated in
the Harrisburg Academy. He was married in
Galesburg, October 5, 1868. to Mary E., daughThey have one son,
ter of E. S. Hopkins.
George A., who is a music teacher and leader
of an orchesti'^. Mr. Graham was employed in
1858 by the Pennsylvania Railroad Company
for six years, as a telegraph operator.
He

came

to

Galesburg

in 1864,

where he was em-

ployed in the offices of the Chicago. Burlington
and Quincy Railroad for ten years. He has been
a conductor for twenty-five years. In politics,
he is a republican.
GRIFFITH,
H.; Galesburg; born in

HARRY

Seneca County.

New

York. March

14. 1849.

His

father. Harry H., was born in New York, and
his mother, Margaret, in England.
Mr. Griffith was educated in the common schools.
He
was married September 24. 1872, at Galesburg,
There are five children,
to Anna M. Zeigler.
Nellie Blytho, John Herbert, Henry H., Myrtle
Bell, and
Lyle.
Mr. Griffith came to
Galesburg in 18G7. and has been in business
here for twenty-five years.
He was Alderman
of the city of Galesburg for six years.
In religion, he is a Baptist.
In politics, a republican.

Emma

GRISWOLD.

DANIEL JTDSON;

Dentist;

Galesburg; born September 29. 1865. in Jasper
County, Indiana.
His parents were Ames Anthony Griswold. born in Vermont. March 9,
1825, and Elizabeth (Adams) Griswold, born in
Jasper County, Indiana, September 2, 1840. His
grandfather was Daniel Griswold. His greatgrandfather came from England and was
among the early settlers of Vermont.
Ames
A. Griswold went to California in 1852. and
returned to Indiana about 1858, where he was
married January 1, 18.59. He came to Illinois
about ISOO and settled on a farm near Springfield, where he remained about two years.
He
then removed to Indiana, where he lived for
three years, returning to Illinois in the Spring
of 1866. settling in Marshall County. He re-

from business, and now resides at WashWoodford County, Illinois. In 1885 DanGriswold graduated from the Washburn
High School, at Washburn, Woodford County.
He then taught school for two years 1885 to
From 1887 to 1891 he attended Knox
1887.
College. Galesburg. and in 1894 he graduated
from the Philadelphia Dental College, Philadeltired

burn,
iel

J.

—

phia. Pennsylvania.

He then returned

to Gales-

burg and entered into partnership with Dr.
F. W. Wolf under the firm name of Wolf and
Griswold; their offices are in the Holmes Building; they have an extensive city and country
practice.
Dr. Griswold is a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows. Veritas Lodge.
No. 478; Knights of Pythias. College City
Lodge; Beta Theta Pi Fraternity of Knox College, and the Soangetaha Club.
He is a member of the Baptist Church. In politics, he is a
republican.
Dr. Griswold was married. September 12. 1899. to Grace Agnes, daughter of Dr.
J. A. Ballard, of La Crosse. Wisconsin.
GRFBB. SAMFEL W.; Publisher; Galesburg; born .Vugiist 19. 1832. at Washington,

KNOX COUNTY.

776

District of Columbia; educated in the common
His father, Samuel, was born in
schools.

Shepherdstown, Virginia (now West Virginia);
his mother, Ellen Wilson, at Snow Hill, Maryland,

November

28, 1867.

Mr.

S.

W. Grubb was

married at Atlanta, Georgia, to Jane A. Wright.
one child living James Wilson
is

—

There

commenced work in a printing office in 1843. He came to Galesburg in 1872,
and has been manager of Galesburg Printing
Company, publishers of the Republican-RegisMr. Grubb

Grubb.

since December, 1S72. In religion, he is an
Episcopalian. He is a republican.
GUCKER, WALTER; Galesburg; born March
1854, in Williamsport, Pennsylvania; edu0,
cated in Mattoon, Illinois. His parents were
Franklin and Elizabeth (Kimmell) Gucker, of
Pottsville, Pennsylvania; his paternal grandparents were also natives of Pennsylvania; his
maternal grandparents, Jacob and Mary KimMr. Gucker was
mell, came from Germany.
married to Anna Hillagass, May 4, 1880, at Matter,

toon,

Illinois.

Mr. Gucker

HAIR,

is

They have one

child,

Ehrma.

a republican.

CHARLES ERNEST;

the

son

of

Hair,
(Benton)
E.
and Mary A.
was born July 26, 1875, at Lewistown, Illinois, where he attended the grammar and high

Elijah

After the removal of his father's
family to Galesburg, he entered Knox College,
but after two years, in the Fall of 1894, left
that institution to become a student at the
State University, from which he graduated in
1898.
His chosen profession was architecture,
and his studies were directed with special referOn
ence to fitting him for that vocation.
October 8, 1898, he presented himself before
the State Board of Architects, to undergo the
prescribed examination, and had the gratification of being assured by the examiners that he
had passed the ordeal with greater credit than
had any who had preceded him since the creation of the Board. He entered at once into
business at Galesburg, and from the outset has
achieved a measure of success not often attained by young men who have just crossed the
threshold of one of the learned professions.
Mr. Hair is an Episcopalian, as are his parents,
and the family is active in the work of the
church. He himself has musical talent of a
high order, and has for several years been connected with the choir of Grace Church.
schools.

HAMPTON, BEN BOWLES; Editor Evening
News; Galesburg; born March 19, 1875, in Macomb, Illinois, where he was educated at the
academy. His father, David H. Hampton, was
born at Macomb, and his mother, Mamie
(Bowles) Hampton, was born in Evansville, Indiana. Mr. B. B. Hampton inherits his ability
in his chosen line of work, his father and
grandfather having been newspaper men. He
came to Galesburg in 1895, having previously
engaged in newspaper work in Macomb. Mr.
Hampton was married February 15, 1898, to
Maria Somers Bartleson. He is an attendant at
the Presbyterian Church. In poMtics, he is a

republican.

HARTHON, JOHN; Conductor; Galesburg;
born June 21, 1859, in LaSalle County, Illinois.
His father was Conrad Harthon, who came
from Germany, in 1857, to LaSalle County,
Mr.
where he was a farmer and grocer.
Harthon was educated in the common schools.
In politics, he is a republican. He married Ida
M. Breed, at Aurora, May 11, 1888; they have
Mr. Harthon entered the
one child, Walter.
employ of the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy
Railroad

Company

in

1877,

serving two years

brakeman, and was made a conductor in
He moved
1881, which position he now holds.
He is a member of the
to Galesburg in 1890.
Independent order of Odd Fellows, Maccabees,
as

and Rebekahs.

HAWKINSON, HENRY

G.; Confectioner and
Galesburg, where he was born
and where he was educated.
His parents, Hakan B. and Carrie (Olson) Hawkinson, were born in Sweden, and came to
Galesburg in 1868. The father engaged in the
bakery business, which he followed for twentyfive years; he then retired, and is now residing
in Galesburg; two children were born to them:
Henry G. and Hildagard, who married P. F.
Nord, May 29, 1891, and died September 13, of
the same year. After finishing his education,
Mr. Henry G. Hawkinson engaged in the bakery
and restaurant business with his father, which
he followed tor nine years. He then formed
a partnership with W. N. Spake, purchasing the
interest of Joseph F. Anderson in the restaurant and confectionery business. The firm is
Spake and Hawkinson, located at 140 East Main
street, doing the leading business in their line.
Mr. Hawkinson is a member of College City
Lodge, No. 433, Knights of Pythias. September
3, 1891, he was married, at Galesburg, to Emma
Peterson, who was born at Colfax, Illinois. They
have three children, Henry Ferdinand, Newton
Hiram, and Hildagard Elizabeth.
In religion,
Mr. Hawkinson is a Congregationalist.
He is
independent in politics.
HEATH, WILLIAM; Galesburg; born May
25, 1862. at Center Point, Knox County, Illinois.
His parents were William Heath, of New York,
and Lucinda M. (Field) Heath, of Vermont.
Lucinda M. Heath was born in Cornwall, Addison County, Vermont. April 16, 1819, and came
Her marto Illinois with her parents in 1836.
riage with Mr. Heath, August 3, 1837, was the
first in Knoxville.
They lived on a farm near
Center Point for twenty-eight years, and then
moved to Wataga, where Mr. Heath died March
31,
1882.
After her husband's death, Mrs.
Heath moved to Galesburg and lived with her
son William, at whose home she died July 11,
1899.
She was one of the bravest and most
resourceful of the early pioneer mothers, and
is remembered by her host of friends as a
strong, sweet, and noble personality. Mr. William Heath was married to Kate B. Armstrong,
of Galesburg, at Fargo, North Dakota, September 10, 1892. For the past ten years he has
been with the Deering Harvester Company of
Chiraeo. and is now their General Agent located
at Galesburg.

Restaurateur;

August

30,

;

1870,

lyflnA cn^Yn,^)^!^
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HIGGINS, ADDISON P.; Farmer and Stockman; Galesburg. where he was born in 1844.
His father, Americas Higgins, came to GalesMr. Higgins is a large landburg in 1837.
in Illinois. Missouri, and Kansas, and is
extensively engaged in stock-raising. In 1S74,
Mr. Higgins was married to Mattie J. Meechani.
They have three children. Cyrus M.. Martin S.,
and Lucy A. Mr. Higgins was educated in the
common schools. He is a republican and a

owner

prohibitionist.

HILL, CHARLES M.; Conductor; Galesburg;
born March 3. 1SU2, in Maiden, Illinois, where
he was educated. His parents were John and
Maria (McGee) Hill of Ohio; his grandfather

was Allison Hill of New Jersey. Mr. C. M. Hill
was married to Ellen, the daughter of Jerry
and Mary O'Connor, of Ireland. She was born
There were two children,
in Peru, Illinois.
Charles Francis and John William. His second
marriage, which occurred in Chicago, Illinois,
May 17, 1897, was with Georgie, daughter of
S. Gibbs,
of Illinois, and Helen J.
They
(Bevier) Gibbs. of Albany. New York.
Mrs. Hill's paternal
have one child. Helen.
grandparents were Jonathan Gibbs, of New
Jersey, and Tamer Norcross Gibbs; her maternal grandparents were Abraham Bevier, of
Holland, and .-Vdaline (Gordon) Bevier, of New
York. Mr. Hill's father was a broommaker by
He
trade, but was a farmer most of his life.
moved to Illinois in 18.56. and settled on a farm

Clayton

He died May 9, 1892, his wife
surviving him but a short time. Mr. C. M. Hill
spent his early years on the farm, and at the
of
thirteen,
the
family moved to town, and
age
he worked at teaming. In 188.5, he entered the
employ of the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy
Railroad as brakeman, and in 1888, was promoted to the position of conductor. He is a
member of the 0. R. C. Mr. Hill is independent

at Berlin Center.

in politics.

HILTON. A. FRANK; Engineer; Galesburg;
born in 1840. in Orange County. New York,
where he was educated. He enlisted in 18G2,
and served until the close of the war. July 12,
1865. he began work for the Chicago. Burlington an.i Quincy Railroad Company, and after
successive promotions was made Superintendent
In 1876. he was marof the Galesburg Division.
They have two children,
ried to Emma Russell.
Richard R., and Russell D. Mr. Hilton has been
an engineer on the Chicago, Burlington and
Quincy Railroad since 1890.
HINCHLIFF, J. E.; Merchant; Galesburg:
born July 17, 1853, at Rio, Illinois. Educated
at Rio and Galesburg.
His parents. James and
Betsey Hinchliff. were born in England.
He
was married January 1. ISSO, at Rio, to Ida M.
Woodman.
There are four children. Everett
E.. Lulu May, Ray W., and Grace F.
In rehe is a Congregationalist.
In politics,
a reoublican.
HINMAN. FRED R.; Chief of Police; Galesburg: born July 8. 1863. at Adrian. Michigan;
educated in Adrian and Galesburg. His parents were Frederick Hinman. born May 24.
1831. and Eliza iGish) Hinman. born in 1835. in
ligion,

t'

O U

^•
x\ 1'

Erie County, New York; his paternal grandparents were Seth Hinman, of Erie County,
New York, born 1804, and Louisa (Kendall)
Hinman, born May 8, 1813. in Jefferson County,
New Y'ork; his paternal great->;r:in(lpannis

were from England; his maternal grandparents
were Jacob Gish, of Dauphin County, Pennsylvania, born 1805, and Mary Davis Gish, of New
York:

his

maternal great-grandfather, Davis,
Boston, Massachusetts, in

who was born near

Maternal
related to Jefferson Davis.
great-grandmother was a Petty, born in New
1776,

was

Frederick Hinman was for many
Hampshire.
years an engineer on the Chicago, Burlington
and Quincy Railroad. Mary Davis Gish was a
passenger on the first train West out of Baltimore, Maryland. Mr. Hinman was married in
Galesburg. November 13, 1889. to Mabel A.,
daughter of the late J. R. Goddard, who was
State Live Stock Commissioner. She was born
in Adrian, Michigan, and her ancestors can
be traced to tne Mayflower. Mr. and Mrs. Hinman have three children. Jennie Mabel. Frederick Stanley, and Kendall Goddar<l. Mr. Hinman was a charter member of Lodge No. 213.
lodge,
I. A. of M., was Master Machinist of the
and has represented it in the Trades and Labor
Assembly. He is a member of the Oak Leaf
Camp. M. W. A., No. 92, and of the K. 0. T. M.
Lodge No. 162. He has been a delegate to the
Mr. Hincity, coimty. and State conventions.

man is a member of the Methodist Church. In
He was appointed
politics, he is a republican.
Chief of Police by Mayor Tunnicliff in 1895,
reappointed by Mayor Cooke, and is at present
Carney.
Mayor
retained by
HJERPE. JOHN; Mason and contractor;
Galesburg; born December 5. 1862, in Vermland. Sweden, where he was educated, and
where he learned the trade of mason. He came
In 1886. he was married
to Galesburg in 1883.
to Hannah, daughter of Gustavus Peterson;
they had four children. Carl. Edna, Harold and
Mr. Hjerpe has been a prominent conLeslie.
tractor since 1S90.

HOFFLANDER. GUST: Saloonkeeper; Galesburg: born April 3, 1865, in Blekinge, Sweden,
where he was educated. His parents were Lars
and Ingrid (Olson) Hofflander. born in Sweden
October 6 and November 11. 1838. Mr. Hofllander was married to Bettie Swanson in 1890. at
Fred
Galesburg. Illinois. Their children are:
Herman. Hilding Gunnar. Ethel Irine. and Agnes Elvira. Mr. Hofflander is a member of the
Lutheran Church.

JAMES

born
where he
were William
Hoopes. of Ohio, and Mary A. (McCleary)
Hoopes. of Illinois. He was married to Hester
Kirkbridge at Vermont. Illinois, in ISSl. They
Afr.
have two children. Mary and Bertha.
Hoopes is proprietor of the dining rooms of the
Chicago. Burlington and Quincy Railroad, in
Galesl)\irg. in Vermont, Illinois, and In Bur-

HOOPES.

August 11. 185?,
was educated.

in

Galesburg;

L.:

Vermont,

His

Illinois,

parents

lington. Iowa.

HOLMES. SOLLIS
born

in

Waterville.

R.:

Retired:

Vermont. April

Galesburg;
14.

1822;
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educated in Bakersfield, Vermont. His father,
Jesse Christie Holmes, was born in Peterboro,
New Hampshire, in 1787; his mother, Orinda
(Oakes) Holmes, was born in Cambridge, Vermont, in 1798. His paternal grandparents were
Robert and Mary (Weir) Holmes, natives of
Londonderry, New Hampshire; his maternal
grandparents were John and Esther (Cochran)
Oakes, natives of Vermont.
His great-grandfather, on the father's side, was John Holmes,
of Londonderry, Ireland, which town was also
the residence of his great-great-grandfather,
Abraham Holmes, born in 1683. In 1845, Mr.
S. R. Holmes came West, and for two years
taught school in Philadelphia, Missouri; he
then taught for five years in Warsaw, Illinois.
He afterwards kept a warehouse in Warsaw for
two years, and was agent for the Keokuk and
St. Louis Packet Company.
In 1855, he engaged
in the hardware trade.
During the Civil War,
Mr. Holmes was Deputy Provost Marshal in
what was then the Fourth District of Illinois,
with headquarters at Quincy. While a resident
of Warsaw, he held various public offices, including those of City Treasurer, Alderman, and
Mayor. In 1870, he became adjuster for a fire
insurance company, his field covering nine
northwestern States.
He was later insurance
inspector for several cities, with headquarters
at Burlington, Iowa. In 1893. he retired from

Mr. Holmes was married June
Farnsworth, at BakersVermont. There are six children, Horace
Atherton, Fred Hosmer, Prank Farnsworth,
Jessie Rosette. Sollis Perry, and Norman Vernon. Mr. Holmes is a Presbyterian. In politics,
he is a republican.
HOWE, JAMES R.; Galesburg; born in Aurora, Illinois, where he was educated. He is a
locomotive engineer in the employ of the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad. He began as an apprentice in the machine shop in
1876, and in 1888 was given charge of an engine; he now has one of the best passenger runs
on the road. In 1888, he was married to Hattie
V. Page. They have one son, Harold J.
Mr.
Howe has always taken an active interest in politics, having been a member of the City and
County Republican Committee. In 1892, he was
active business.
10,

1849, to Rosette A.

field,

elected Vice President of the National Republican Clubs, and in 1898, was a delegate-at-large
to the National Convention at Omaha. He is a
member of the Galesburg Business Men's Club,
and the Soangetaha Club. He belongs to Vesper
Lodge, No. 584. A. F. and A. M., and Chapter
46, R. A. M., Galesburg; Oriental Consistory,
thirty-second degree, and A. A. O. N. M. S.. of
Peoria. He studied law in the office of Judge
P. S. Post, and was admitted to practice in the
Illinois State courts, June 7, 1899, and in the
United States courts, June 27, 1899.

HOYER, ALFRED;

Carriagemaker;

Gales-

burg: born September 17, 1862, in Sweden,
where he was educated. His parents, Andrew
and Katie (Anderson) Larson, and his grandfather, Louis Larson, live in Sweden.
He was

married
Tillie G.,

in Galesburg, Illinois, July 26, 1888, to
daughter of Olans and
Margaret

Amy

(Jonesson) Ohlson, of Sweden. They have three
children, Mertle Francis, Harold Alfred, and
Amy Olson. Mr. Hoyer came to Knox County
in 1881, and settled in Galesburg, where he
worked a few months for the Chicago, Burling-

He then
ton and Quincy Railroad Company.
learned the trade of carriagemaking and blacksmithing.
In 1886, ne went to Omaha, Nebraska, where he remained seven months, and
then returned to Galesburg, where he was
again employed by the Chicago, Burlington
and Quincy Railroad Company for a short
time.
He started in business for himself July
15, 1897, and soon after entered into partnership with John E. Holmquist, under the firm
name of Hoyer and Holmquist, their business
being horseshoeing, wagon and carriage work,
at 162 West Main street. Mr. Hoyer is a Congregationalist. In politics he has been a republican.

HUMPHREY, AARON GORDON; Physician;
Galesburg; born in Delaware. Ohio, July 19,
1832.
His parents, Aaron Case and Betsey
(Starr) Humphrey, were natives of Hartford,
Connecticut; the grandparents on both sides
He was raised on
were natives of England.
a farm in Tipton, Iowa, and attended school at
Mount Carroll Seminary. He is a graduate of
He
Hygeia Therapeutic College, New York.
has since been proprietor of a sanitarium, ^first
at Lancaster, Ohio, then in Moline, Illinois,
and since 1860, at CJalesburg. In 1865, he conducted a sanitarium in Minneapolis. February
16, 1868, Dr. Humphrey was married to Lavina
They
Swartzendruver, at Bloomfield, Iowa.
have one son, Albert S., who is prominent as a
public reader and as a teacher of dramatic
In religion.
Dr.
expression and oratory.
Humphrey prefers to be known as Humanitarian. In politics, he is a republican.
HENRY
Horseshoer;
HUMPHREY,
W.;
Galesburg; born June 10, 1862, at Cardiff,
His parents
Wales; educated in New York.
were John Humphrey of Oswestry, Wales, and
Hannah (Prichard) Humphrey of HerefordMr. Humphrey is an Episcoshire, England.
palian.

HUNT, RANSOM C; Attorney; Galesburg;
born in Burlington, Iowa, January 24, 1844; educated in Iowa and Illinois. He was married
They have four
to Irene Johnson, May 1, 1879.
children, Beulah M.. Albert V., Harry C, and
Mr. Hunt's father, John B.
Florence Irene.
Hunt, was born in Illinois; his mother's name
was Mary McLove; his grandfather, John Hunt,
was born in Virginia and married a Bartlett.
Mr. R. C. Hunt came to Bushnell, Illinois, with
his parents in 1857, where they lived until 1865,
when they moved to Galesburg. Mr. Hunt attended, for a time, Lombard University, and
afterwards studied law, and commenced pracOn the death of M.
tice in Galesburg in 1868.
D. Cook, he was elected his successor to the
office of Police Magistrate, which position he
held until May 1, 1897. In 1898. he removed his
office to the Holmes Building, where he continues his law practice.

INNESS,

WHIT

F.;

Superintendent of Water

^i^v :^^,^{i-^^^<-^c^cj^
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Works; Galesburg; born February 21, 1858, in
Knox County, Illinois, where he was educated.
His pai'ents were George and Kuth (Thirl well)
Mi-. Inness was married
Inness, of England.
February 1, 1881, at Galesburg, Illinois, to JenMr.
nie A. Hewitt; tUey have one child, J. D.
Inness is a republican, and has represented the
city of Galesburg as Alderman of Fifth Ward.
He was Chairman of the Knox County Central
Committee.

JELLIFF. FREDERICK REUBEN; JournalGalesburg; born September 25, 1854, at
Whitesboro, New York.
He was educated at
Knox College, from which he graduated in 1878.
His parents were Fletcher G. and Mary (Wilcox) Jelliff. After graduating, he taught in the
High School, at Galesburg. lor three years. In
1882, he became a reporter for the Republicanist;

189ii, was made acting editor.
25. 189G. Mr. Jelliff was married, at
Galesburg. to Lillian C. Bassler. In politics, he
is a republican.
JOHNSON. C. H.; Yardmaster; Galesburg;
came from Germany with his father; educated
in the common schools.
He was employed as
brakeman in 1870, by the Chicago, Burlington
and Quincy Railroad Company, and in 1875, he
was made conductor. In 1876, he was married
to Bessie Munson; their children are, Clarence,
a student in college; and Nellie, a teacher, and
a graduate of Knox Conservatory of Music.
JOHNSON,
G.; Engineer; Galesburg; born March 8, 1S59. in Aurora, Illinois;
educated in the common schools. His parents
were John Spencer and Eliza (Brown) Johnson of New Jersey.
He married Ethel Tennery, at Aurora, August 5, 1S84; they had one
child, Lorin E.
His mother was a daughter of
one of the first settlers of Aurora. Mr. Johnson
began work, March 9. 1874. in the Engine Department of the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy
Railroad, and since 1879, he has been in the
employ of that company as a locomotive engineer.
In 18S9, he removed from Aurora to
Galesburg.
Mrs. Johnson was a daughter of
Robert and Anna (Fitch) Tennery, of Aurora.
JOHNSON. JOHN; Transfer Business; Galesburg; born December 5, 1850, in Philadelphia:
educated in Galesburg.
He was married to
Raenna Butler. November 10. 1870, at Galesburg, Illinois. They have one child, A. B. Mr.
Johnson is a republican, and has held the office
of Supervisor. He is a member of the Methodist Church.
JONES. FRANK P.; Engineer; Galesburg;
born in 1850. in Alton. New Hampshire; educated in the common schools. He was married in
May, 1872, to Nora (Jiace Bean, born in Gilford,

Register, and in

February

EDWARD

New

Hampshire. They have one son, John H.,
is also engaged upon the railroad.
Mr.
Jones began railroading in 1873. with the Boston and Lowell Railroad!
He came to Galesburg in 1888, and was pni;> -lyed by the Chicago.
Burlington and Quincy Railroad Company as
engineer, a position which he still holds.
KEEFE, THOMAS: Galesburg; Lumber Merchant' born April 22. 1839. in Ireland, where he
was educated. Mr. Keefe was married in Gales-

who

burg, Illinois,
fred O'Hare.

December

22,

18G4,

to

Winni-

They have eight children: John
Bernard. Francis Ambrose, Winnifred Cecilia,
Ursula Marie, Catherine Teresa. Agatha Ito,
Louise,
and Regina. In religion, Mr.
Anastasia
Keefe is a Catholic. In politics, he is a democrat.

HARVEY

E.; Merchant; GalesKELLOGG,
burg; born February G, 1849, at Sheffield, Massachusetts; educated in Massachusetts, and at
His paternal
Hedding College, Abingdon.

grandparents. Kasha and Jane (Saxtou) Kellogg and his father, James E., were born In
His mother, Jennette
Sheffield, Massachusetts.
Warner, daughter of Harvey DeForest and
Elizabeth iClark) Warner, were natives of ConFor thirteen and a half years Mr.
necticut.
Kellogg was employed as a salesman for the
October 12. 1889. he
O. T. Johnson Company.
formed a partnership with E. R. Drake, Alfred
Olson and N. P. Nelson, under the firm name of
Kellogg, Drake and Company, dry goods, and
in 1894, the firm name was changed to Kellogg,

Drake and Olson.

KING, EDWARD J.; Lawyer; Galesburg;
born July 1, 1867, at Springfield, Massachusetts;
educated in Galesburg. His parents were J. A.
Alic-e
King, of Suffield, Connecticut, and
(Houghton) King, of Springfield. MassachuHis paternal grandparents. Albert and
setts.
Louise King, and his maternal grandparents,
Albert and Louise Houghton, were natives of
Connecticut. Mr. E. J. King spent his early life
on a farm in Massachusetts. In 1880. he came
to Galesbuig and entered the public schools,
He
graduating from the high school in 1886.
then taught school for one year, and in 18S7,
entered Knox College, graduating in 1891. He
studied law in the office of James A. McKenzle,
and was admitted to the Bar in March, 1893.
In April, 1894, he was elected City Attorney of
Galesburg by an overwhelming majority. In
Mr. King was
politics, he is a republican.
married January 1. 1895, in Galesburg. to May
They have one son, Ivan Roberts.
B. Roberts.
KING. JOHN; Roadmaster; Galesburg; born
He is a
in Peoria County. Illinois, in 18.59.
son of Philip King. In 1872, he and his father
were employed as section hands by the Chicago,
Railroad
Company.
He
Burlington and Quincy
was married to Anna McGann. in 1882. and has
four sons and one daughter, Philip. Michael,
John. Timothy and Margarette. Mr. King held
the position of yardmaster In Peoria for fifteen years, and was then made roadmaster of
the Peoria division. In politics, he is a democrat.

KOOSER. S. P.; Engineer; Galesburg; born
in Fayette County, Pennsylvania. February 28,
1853. where he was educated. His parents were
Samuel Kooser, of Somerset County. Pennsylv.inia. and Sarah (Kern) Kooser, of Fayette
County; his paternal grandparents. Peter and
Rebecca (Moore) Kooser, were also of Somerset County; his maternal grandparents, William
and Sarah (Pritz) Kern, came from Fayette
County. Mr. Kooser was first married to Sarah
E. Mvers; they had two children. Alice and

KNOX COUNTY.
Albert.

His second

marriage was

witli

Mrs.

Laura V. Cunningham, at Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, October 2, 1883; they have three children
living, Roberi G., Bernice L. and Ruby C. Mrs.

Kooser has one daughter, Cora Agnes, by her
Her
first husband, Robert M. Cunningham.
maiden name was Schoenfelder, and her family
history dates back to 1730 in this country; and
in the old country, to the "Seven Years' War"
between the Allies and Frederick the Great.
Peter Schoenfelder was private secretary to one
of the chief officers of the Allies, and led by
religious fervor rather than by love of military
Mrs.
distinction, came to America in 1730.
Kooser's grandfather, also Peter Schoenfelder,
Her parents were
was in the War of 1812.
George Josiah and Elizabeth (Torner) Schoenfelder of Pennsylvania and Virginia, respectively.
Mr. Kooser worked on the farm with
his father till he was twenty-one years of age;
in addition to farming, they marketed horses
in Philadelphia before the days of railroads.
When he was twenty-two he began work, as
brakeman, on the Pennsylvania Railroad; was
afterwards a flagman, and was a conductor for
seven years. In 1887, he was a fireman on the
Chicago, Burlington and Quiucy Railroad, and
in 1889, took the position of engineer, which
he now holds. In politics, Mr. Kooser is a republican.

LANPHERE, GEORGE C; born in Oneida
County, New York, June 30, 1814. He studied
law at Rome, New York, and October 20, 1835,
at Boonville, New York, married Miss Matilda
Kent. He came to Monmouth, Illinois, in 1838,
and was County Judge one term in Warren
County; was also First Lieutenant in the Mexican War.
Judge Lanphere came to Galesburg
in 1848; was influential in assisting to secure
a railroad through Galesburg, which is now a
part of the great Chicago, Burlington and
Quincy system; was Attorney for that road
many years; was Postmaster in Galesburg, and
was County Judge. Judge and Mrs. Lanphere
celebrated their golden wedding.
At the time
of his death, he was Past Eminent Grand Commander of the Knights Templar ot Illinois,
and also an attendant of the First Congregational Church, of Galesburg, where he died
July 6, 1886.

LAWRENCE. RICHARD AUSTIN;
born

Parmer;

Massachusetts, September
where he was educated.
His father,
George Lawrence, was born in Littleton; his
mother, Rebecca Merriam, was born at Concord, in the same State.
On the paternal side,
his grandfather, David Lawrence, was born In
in
27, 1823,

Littleton,

Littleton,

and

his

grandmother,

Martha

(Adams), in Lincoln, Massachusetts; his greatgrandfather, David Lawrence, was born in Littleton, and his
gi-eat-grandmother, Hannah
(Sawtell), in Groton, Massachusetts.
On the
maternal side his grandfather, Joseph Merriam, was born in Concord, Massachusetts; his

grandmother was Lucy Wheeler. His maternal
great-giandfather, Josiah Merriam, was born

May

16,

18.53,

Lawrence married Ednah Miller

in

Littleton.

in Concord,

Massachusetts.

Mr.

There were seven children, of whom four are
living, George A. Lawrence, Fannie E. Vivion,
Linn, and Bernard P. Lawrence. In

Anna M.
politics,

he

is

a republican.

LAWRENCE, SAMUEL

Superintendent

F.;

Supply Department of the Chicago. Burlington and Quincy Railroad; Galesburg; born in
New York, November 15, 1850. In 1865, he went
with his family to Wisconsin, where he was
educated in the common schools. In 1871, he
took a business position in Chicago, which he
retained for seven years.
He came to Galesburg in 1878, and entered the employ of the
Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad Company, as a clerk in the supply department and
was made General Superintendent of that department in 1893. He is a member and an officer
of the Methodist Episcopal Church in Galesburg.
LBGGETT,
I.;
Conductor; Galesburg; born August 10, 1849, in Dorchester, England.
His parents were Isaac and Hannah
(Reed) Leggett. He was educated in the common schools, and in the Galesburg Grammar
School.
In politics, he is a republican.
He
married, first, Sadie Thompson, now deceased;
of

WALTER

his second marriage was with Lizzie Thompson, in Galesburg, February 25, 1880; they have
four children, Lloyd C, Aubrey C, L. Marie,
and Vivia T.
Mr. Leggett came to DeKalb
County, Illinois, in 1855; to Galesburg in 1864;
for three years was with the Merchants' Union
Express Company. In April, 1869, he began
work for the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy
Railroad as brakeman, afterwards serving as
baggageman, and in 1873 he was made a conductor, which position he now holds; he has
not been "laid off" for thirty years; for ten
years he had charge of a construction train.
Mr. Leggett is a member of the Order of Railroad Conductors, and the Order of Modern
Woodmen; he is a composer of music, and has
patented several useful household articles. He
is a member of the Baptist Church.
LINSLEY, JAMES H.; Retired; Galesburg;

born July
vania;

11,

his

1823, in

father

Wayne

was Dan

County, PennsylE.

Linsley;

his

grandfather was James H. Linsley. Mr. Linsley was educated in the common schools.
He
married Susan H. Albro. at Galva, Illinois, July
3,

1856.

The children

are:

Frank

E.;

James

F.;

and Cora Hettie, who graduated from Knox
College in 1877, and is now the wife of Judge
George W. Thompson. Mr. Linsley moved with
County, New
1848. he beof the Michigan Central Railroad.
In 1853, he entered the
service of the Chicago. Burlington and Quincy
Railroad, working in the bridge and building
department for five years; in the construction
department for seven years. He was appointed
roadmaster in 1865, which office he held till
1898, when he resigned his position and retired
from active work. Mr. Linsley was a charter
member of the Galesburg Club, and is a member of the Masonic Order. He has served two
terms as Alderman of the Sixth Ward. In politics, he is a republican.
his

father,

in

1S36,

to

Wavne

York, and to Michigan in 1844. In
gan work in the Bridge department

K.N
LOSEY, JAMES HARVEY; Cashier

ox COIN
of

the

Galesbuig National Bank, Galesburg, where he
educated in the
\v:\s burn February 23, 1S47;
Galesburg schools. His father, Nehemiah H.,
son of Israel and Eleanor (Willson) Losey, was
born at Montgomery, New York; his mother,
Lucretia, daughter of Alured and Sarah W.
(Stevens) Hitchcock, was born at Vergennes,
Vermont, December 24, 1873, he was married
Galesburg.
at
Cornelia Maurice Ayres
to
Three children were born to them, Jessie
Esther; Margaret Ellen, deceased; and CharIn 18G4, at the age
lotte Elizabeth, deceased.
of seventeen years, Mr. Losey entered the Postoffice and served five years under Clark E.
Carr, being chief clerk for two years. In 18C9,
he became teller and bookkeeper in the Second
National Bank, where he remained for twelve
years, being acting cashier the last year. Compelled to resign this position on account of his
health, he moved to Peoria and accepted a
position with the Avery Planter Company, for
He rewhich firm he traveled three years.
turned to Galesburg in the Spring of 1884, and
assisted in the organization of the Galesburg
National Bank, becoming its first Cashier. Mr.
Losey. having been in the service twenty-seven
years, is the oldest bank ofiicial in the city. He
has been an Elder in the Presbyterian Church
since 1871, and Treasurer for fifteen years. He
was appointed a member of the Galesburg PubIn politics, he is a republic Library in 1896.
lican.

LOSEY, NEHEMIAH H.; probably no man
has been more closely identified with the origin,
growth and prosperity of the city of Galesburg and of Knox College than Professor Nehemiah H. Losey. He was born in Orange County,
New York, in 1804, and graduated at Middlebury College, Vermont, in 1830. He taught for
a time in Potsdam, New York, and subsequently
While in the latter place, he
in Whitesboro.
became interested in the project of founding
and endowing a Christian college in the far
West. He was one of the original incorporators
of Knox College and the last survivor of them
all.
He came West in 1836, and surveyed and
Professor
laid out the town of Galesburg.
Losey was the town's earliest Postmaster. He
received his commission in 1837, and held the
office for

four years.

He was

Principal of

Knox

Academy, until the institution was sufficiently
advanced for the organization of college
classes, when he was elected to the Professorship of Mathematics and Natural Philosophy in the infant institution, which chair he
held until 1861,

him

to

resign.
State,

New York

when failing health compelled
He soon after returned to

where he resided about three
when he again returned to Galesburg
and accepted the elective office of Treasurer
of the college, which position he held at the
time of his death. Professor Losey was a man
of broad culture and well-trained mental faculties.
He was thoroughly equipped for every
department of work, and in the early days of
the Galesburg colony, his services were indispensable. As a surveyor and accountant he
years,

TV.

was wonderfully accurate. He was a ripe scholar
and a teacher of eminent ability, and it is not
too much to say that it is due to him that Knox
College has from the outset taken and held
such high rank as a mathematical school, as
well as in the department of Natural Sciences.
Without apparatus to begin with he soon constructed the rudimentary appliances which he
knew were needed, and through his lectures
and experiments he attracted large numbers
of students from the surrounding country. His
personal character was that of a Christian
gentleman, retiring in disposition and amiable
in character.

He was

faithful

and

efficient in

the discharge of his duties, a good disciplinarian, yet taking a tender interest in the welfare
of his pupils, and not few have been the testimonials which evince the esteem and affection
He entered into his
in which they held him.
rest on June 1, 1875, in the seventy-second year
of his age.

H'TYENS, WILLIAM A.; Conductor; Galesburg; born April 8, 1861, in Whiteside County,
His parents were Nicholas Lutyens,
Illinois.
of Pennsylvania, and Ellen (Rowe) Lutyens, of
He was first married to Julia
New York.
Welch; they had one child, Mabel. His secoml
marriage was with Zora B. West, in Morrison,
Illinois,

August

10.

1887;

they have two chil-

Bula B. and Bana. Mrs. Lutyens was
dren:
the daughter of Isaac and Charlotte (Stocking)
West, of New York. Mr. Lutyens' grandfather

came from Germany and settled in PennsylNicholas
vania, where his father was born.
Lutyens moved from Pennsylvania to a farm in

He served in the
Illinois about sixty years ago.
Civil War for four years and was in ten battles.
After his return from the war, he worked
Mr.
his farm until his death in March, 1897.
W. A. Lutyens left his father's farm when he
was twenty-two years of age. He drilled wells
for three years, and worked in a saw-mill one
year in Clinton, Iowa. He entered the employ
of the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad, as brakeman on the Clinton Branch, and
moved to Galesburg in 1890; he became conductor in 1893, a position which he now holds.

He is a member of Brotherhood of Railway
Trainmen, ind Burlington Volunteer Relief.
Mr. Lutyens owns a pleasant home on South
Cedar street, Galesburg. In politics, he is a republican.

LYKE. ABIJAH P.; Engineer; Galesburg;
born in 1838. in Columbia County. New York.
He is a son of James Lyke, who removed, in
1840. to Wayne County. New York, and thence
In 1856. Mr. A. P. Lyke
to Wisconsin in 18.55.
entered the employ of the La Crosse and Milwaukee Railroad, which place he retained till
1860.
He enlisted in the army, in 1863. and
served until the close of the war, after which
He was
he settled in Coldwater. Michigan.
married to Lucy E. Robbins, of Reading, Michigan, in 1800. They have two children. James
Mr. Lyke came to Galesburg in
L. and Fred S.
1888, and found employment with the Chicago.
Burlington and Quincy Railroad Company as
an engineer, which position he now holds. He
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a prominent member

Vesper Lodge, A. F.
is
and A. M., and of the Grand Army of the Republic, Post 45, of Galesburg.

MABBE,

WILLIAM

of

ERNEST;

Dentist;

Galesburg; born March 2, 1867, in Norfolk
County, Canada; educated in the Iowa State
University. He was married to Grace E. WidDoctor
ney, at Alpha, Illinois, June 3, 1897.
Mabee's father was born in Norfolk County,
Canada; his mother was born in Ohio; his
paternal grandfather was born in St. Johns,
New Brunswick; his paternal grandmother was
a native of the State of New York; his paternal
great-grandfather, was a native of Holland; his
paternal great-grandmother was born in New
York City; his maternal grandfather was born
in England; his maternal grandmother was
born In the State of New York; his maternal
great-grandfather was a native of England; his
maternal great-grandmother was a native of
New York State. In religion, Dr. Mabee is a
Baptist.
He is a republican.
McCALL, IDA MARISSA; Teacher; Galesburg; born near Galesburg, Illinois, May 22,
Her father,
1857; educated at Knox College.
Henry Scott McCall, son of Daniel and Jane
Scott McCall, was born at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Daniel McCall being the son of Ozias
and Elizabeth (Williams) McCall, of Lebanon,
Connecticut. Her mother, Sarah M. (Miller)
McCall, was a daughter of Elbert A. and Martha
S. (Lounsbury) Miller, was born in Stamford,
Connecticut; graduated at Mt. Holyoke in 1851,
afterwards teaching in Philadelphia, Connecticut, and Mississippi; married (1856) to Henry
Scott McCall, a teacher, who died in 1863. An
infant brother of Miss McCall, George Scott,
died in 1863, and her sister, Rosa May, in 1894.
Prom 1865 to 1876, Mrs. McCall taught in the
Galesburg schools, being Principal of the High
School from ±869. Since then she has been connected with Knox College most of the time, at
present being Instructor of Latin and Algebra
Miss McCall's maternal
in Knox Academy.
great-grandparents were James and Anna
White Miller, both of Connecticut. In religion,
Miss McCall is a Presbyterian.
McHALE, JOHN J.; Engineer; Galesburg;
born December 3, 1862, in the Island of Jersey,
to which place his mother was carried during
the Rebellion while on a trip from Kentucky
He was educated in
to New York by boat.
Michigan
and the United States
Naval
His parents were Anthony J. McAcademy.
Hale, born in Chicago, Illinois, and Ellen Rose
(Kane) McHale, of Frankfort, Kentuclty; his
paternal grandparents were John J. McHale, of
Detroit, Michigan, and Eliza E. (Kane) McHale,
of Ireland, his great-grandfather was Anthony
J. McHale, of Ireland; his maternal grandparents were Thomas Kane, of Charleston, South
Carolina, and Anna (Ratchford) Kane, of Kentucky.
He was married June 28, 1886, at St.
Louis, Missouri, to Elizabeth Grace, daughter
of J. T. and Mary (McAleer) Ryan, of Belfast,
Ireland, and Canada, respectively. Mr. McHale's great-grandfather came to America in
1811, to take up arms against England.
He

in Boston, Massachusetts, and served
navy in the War of 1812; after the war
he was assigned to the Division of the Lakes
and settled at Detroit, Michigan, where he died.
Mr. McHale's grandfather was engaged in the
land surveys of Wisconsin and Michigan, and
lived in Chicago, where Anthony J. was born.

settled
in the

They moved

to Detroit in 1846.
Anthony J.
entered the navy at the age of sixteen, and
He took up railroad work with
the Canada and Great Western till 1882, and
died in 1897. John J. began his education in
Michigan, and was an appointee at Annapolis,
Maryland, where he took a course in the Construction Department. He spent much time in
the Brooklyn Navy Yard, and took a trip
around the Horn to Alaska and the Aleutian Islands. He left the Navy Department in
1880 and entered the Revenue service on the
lakes.
After a year, he served on a merchant
vessel, and then began as engineer with the
Saginaw and North Western Railroad, and took
charge of the engines of that line till it was
absorbed by the Michigan Central Railroad.

retired in 1865.

He came

to

Galesburg in 1887, and in 1888, be-

came engineer on the Chicago, Burlington and
Quincy
holds.

Railroad, a position which he now
In religion, Mr. McHale is a Catholic.

He is a democrat.
McKEE LEWIS CASS; Conductor; Galesburg; born January 29. 1851, in Lehigh County,
Pennsylvania. His father was Richmond McKee, who died in 1871. Richmond McKee's
father came from Scotland to Pennsylvania at
an early day. L. Cass McKee was educated in
the common schools. He was married to Charlotte Richardson at Savannah, Illinois, February 24, 1876. Their children are:
Robert R.,
Bertha, and Mildred. Mr. McKee came to
Bureau County, in 1857, with his father, who
was a farmer and contractor.
In 1873. he
came to Galesburg and began work for the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad Company
as brakeman; he was made conductor in 1877,
a position which he still holds. Mr. McKee is
a member of the Baptist Church. In politics,
he is a democrat.
MEAD, H. F.; Dairyman; Galesburg: born
December 31, 1870, at Hiresboro, Vermont;
educated in Vermont and at Galesburg, Illinois.
His parents, Seth and Celia J. (Ferguson)
Mead; his paternal grandparents, Orrin and
Rodie (Wilier) Mead; and his maternal grandfather, David Ferguson, were born in Vermont.
Mr. Mead is a republican.
Contractor and
Builder; Galesburg; born November 3, 1862, in
Kent County, England, where he learned the
carpenter's trade. He was married to Elizabeth Lass Spinner, in England, in 1884. They
have four children, Harry W., Herbert L., Clement G., and Ethel L.
Mr. Miller came to
Galesburg in 1887, with his family, and found
employment for a time in the coach department
of the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad. He afterwards engaged in contracting

MILLER, CHARLES;

and building.

MORRISSEY,

PATRICK HENRY;

Grand

KNOX COUNTY.
Master of the Brotherhood of Railway Trainmen of the Lnited States antl Canada; Cleveland, Ohio; born in Bloomington, Illinois, September 11, lt'ti2; a graduate of the High School
His father, John
in that city, class of 1878.
Morrissey, was a farmer in County Clare, Ireland; his mother, Mary Thornton, was born in
County Limerick. His parents came to this
country in 1856, and settled in Bloomington,
When sixteen years of age, Mr. MorIllinois.
rissey entered the employ of a grocer in Chicago, but soon returned to Bloomington to acclerk
for
the
position
as
forea
of the roundhouse of the Chicago and
Alton Railroad, and after one year, he entered
service
train
as
a
brakeman.
Alton
In
the
1SS6, he obtained a clerkship in the office of
the Brotherhood of Railway Trainmen in
Galesburg, where he remained three years. He
then resumed service as brakeman for one year.
In 1890. Mr. Morrissey was elected First Vice
Grand Master of the Brotherhood of Railway
Trainmen, an important office which he faith-

cept

man

filled for six years.
The duties of this
position brought Mr. Morrissey in contact with
railway employes all ever the United States
and Canada. His popularity and efficiency soon
opened the way to higher honors, and in May,
1895, he was elected to his present office, having been twice re-elected, in 1897 and 1899.
Under Mr. Morrissey's careful and businesslike administration, the organization has been
perfected in all its branches, and is now the
largest organization of railway employes in
the United States. Mr. Morrissey was mar-

fully

Galesburg, October 5. 1887, to Anna
Brechwald. He is a charter member of College City Lodge, Knights of Pythias. In politics, he is a democrat.
MUNSON, CHARLES J.; Assistant Postmaster; Galesburg; born in Sweden. May 15, 1855;
educated in Illinois. His parents, .lohn M. and
Olivia C, were born in Sweden. Mr. Munson
was married to Lottie C. Anderson in Galesburg. Illinois, June 21, 1893. He is a member
of the First Lutheran Church.
In politics, he
Mr. Munson. in 1S75, entered
is a republican.
the service of the Chicago, Burlington and
Quincy Railroad Company, and continued in
their employ until 1897. In 1885. he was appointed Assistant Train Master, which position
he filled for twelve years, to the entire satisfaction of the company. October 1, 1897, he
was appointed Assistant Postmaster at Galesburg, in which capacity he has rendered faithried

ful

in

and satisfactory

service.

MURPHY, DANIEL C;
bo'-n

April

8,

1SC7,

at

Plumber; Galesburg;
Bellefontaine,

Ohio,

where he was educated.
His parents were
Patrick and Bridget (Brennan) Murphy, of Ireland.
Mr. Murphy was married to Emma Torticell June 15, 1897, in Galesburg. Illinois.
He
is

a democrat.

MYERS, HIRAM; Farmer

and Nurseryman;

Galesburg; born September 1(5. 18.3.3, in Marshall County, Illinois; educated at the Liberal
Institute, Galesburg, and the college at Mount
Palatine. Putnam County, Illinois. His parents.
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David Myers, born in 1792, and Drusilla (Simpson) Myers, born in 1795, came from Pennsylvania, as did his paternal grandparents, John
and Elizabeth Myers, and his maternal grandparents, J. D. and Mary (Rose) Simpson. Mr.
Myers was married June 8, 1858, in Marshall
County, Illinois, to Celia H. Hamilton. Their
children are:
Olney H., deceased; Lenora
(Bower); David Samuel; Alvia, and Iva Dell.
Mr. Myers is a prohibitionist, and was School
Treasurer in
Roberts Township,
Marshall
County, for twenty years, and Justice of the
Peace for several terms. In religion, he is a
Universalist.

MYERS, JACOB W.;
born September

Engineer; Galesburg;
Des Moines, Iowa;

30, 1851, in

his father, George Myers, was born in Cleveland, Ohio.
Mr. J. W. Myers was educated in
the common schools of Iowa. In politics, he is
a republican.
He married
Petre, in
Iowa, October 11, 1874; they have four children. Mentor; Charles; Wilbur; and Ada. now
the wife of Orson Judson. Mrs. Myers was a
daughter of Joseph and Eliza (Wilson) Petre
and granddaughter of John Petre, of Tennessee, who. with his family, settled at an early

Emma

date

m

Warren County, Iowa.

Mr. Myers was

reared on a farm in Iowa. In 1877, he was a
station agent on the Rhode Island Railroad,
and afterward an engineer. He came to Galesburg in 1882 and entered the service of the

Chicago. Burlington and Quincy Railroad
NASH, TIMOTHY; Galesburg; born in Ellington, Connecticut, February 12
1825
He
went to California in 1848, and in 1853, came
to Galesburg.
He was connected with the construction of the Abirgdon Branch of the Chicago. Burlington and Quincy Railroad. He has
held important municipal offices; was for
several years Alderman, and was appointed
Mayor
to fill a vacancy.
In 1871, he was elected Ma'vor
of Galesburg.
He was for a number of years
Superintendent of Streets. Mr. Nash was married October 20, 1868, to Lucy Gilbert.
They

have one son. William

S.

NEIFERT, EDWARD;
born

August

15,

1862,

Nash
Engineer; Galesburgin

Rush

Township,

Schuylkill County, Pennsylvania, where he
was
educated. His parents were Henry and
Sarah
(Ripple) Neifert, of Pennsylvania; his
grandfather was Jacob Neifert. He was married
in
Chicago. Illinois, February 28, 1889, to Carolina
C, daughter of Jacob and Sophia Louisa (Eberhart) Hechler, of Germany.
They have two
children. Anna Elizabeth, deceased; and
Ira E
Mr. Neifert's father was a sawver by trude
He
enlisted in the Civil War and came out
without
a wound, but with impaired hearing. For
six
years after the war, he was proprietor of
a
hotel at Quakake .lunction, Pennsvlvania
and
after his death his wife continued the
business; she now lives at Tamaqua. Pennsvlvania.
Mr. Edward Neiferfs parents were married
in
Pennsylvania. At thirteen years of age Mr
Edwnrd Neifert began making powder kegs for
the Dupont Powder Company, and after
four
years he began work in the powder mill, filling
different positions till he became
master of

•
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In 1884. he went to Nevada and
worked in a lumber camp, afterward going to
California, where he drove a stage between
Grass Valley and Nevada City. For a time he
worked in a dynamite mill at Pinole, California.
He returned to Pennsylvania, and entered
the employ of the Philadelphia and Reading

the

art.

Railroad Company as brakeman; he afterwards
became conductor and fireman. In 1888 he

took a position as fireman for the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad, and for nearly
eight years has been an engineer. He is a
member of A. 0. U. W. Mr. and Mrs. Neifert
have a pleasant home on East Knox street. In
religion, Mr. Neifert is a Congregationalist. In
politics, he is independent.
NORTON, ISAAC PRICE; Funeral Director;
Galesburg; born in Gloucester County, New
Jersey, April 9, 1859; educated in the country
school at Nortonville, New Jersey. His father,

Henry W., and

his mother,

Lavina (Price) Nor-

His grandton, were natives of New Jersey.
father and grandmother on the paternal side,
D. and Sarah (Davison) Norton, and his
grandparents on the maternal side, Thomas
Price and Lavina (Sumeral) Price, were all
born in New Jersey. His great-grandfather,
John D. Norton, was born in Wales, and his
wife, Sarah W. Norton, was born in Boston,
On the maternal side, his
Massachusetts.
great-grandfather, Thomas T, Price, was born
in Scotland, and his wife, Lavina, was born in
New Jersey. One of Mr. Norton's great-grandfathers came to Boston in about 1675. December 2, 1879, Mr. Norton was married in Woodstown, New Jersey, to Hannah B. Jones. There
are two children, Albert H. and Marie A. In
In politics,
religion, he is a Congregationalist.
he is a republican.
OBBRG, JOHN C; Conductor; Galesburg;
born October 19. 1849, in Sweden; came to Knox
County in 1855. He was educated in the common schools. In 1871, he was employed as
brakeman by the Chicago, Burlington and
Quincy Railroad Company, and was afterwards made conductor of a construction train.
Mr. Oberg was married to Miss Matilda Jacobson, September 24, 1879. They have two children, Lillie and Sophia. In 1893, Mr. Oberg
was made passenger conductor.
OLSON, ALFRED; Merchant; Galesburg;
born at Galesburg January 31, 1858; educated
His parents, Lewis
in the Galesburg schools.
October 14,
J. and Elsie, were born in Sweden.
1886, he was married to Ella Fleming at Monmouth, Illinois. They have two children, Arthur Gregg and Mary Gertrude. He is a mem-

John

ber of the firm of Kellogg, Drake and Olson,
the partnership having been formed in October,
1889.
He is a Trustee of the Galesburg Cottage
Hospital Association. In politics, Mr. Olson is
a democrat.
OLSON, M. W.; Dentist; Galesburg; born
June 23, 1873, at Dover, New Jersey; educated
His father. Magnus Olson,
at Moline, Illinois.
was born in Stockholm, Sweden; his mother,
Hannah (Soderstrom). was born in Upsala,
Sweden. Doctor Olson came with his parents

from New Jersey

to Illinois

when he was one

He received his professional educaold.
tion in Illinois, and took a special course in
anatomy, and in dentistry, in Chicago and in
Philadelphia, having passed with honors in
each institution. Doctor Olson's office is at 326
East Main street, Galesburg, Illinois. In religion, he is a Methodist.
In politics, he is a
republican.
OLSON,
H.; Grocer; Galesburg; born
August 4, 1844, at Blaking Sweden; educated
in the common schools of Illinois. His parents,
Peter and Celia (Martin) Olson, as well as his
grandparents, were born in Sweden. October
20, 1872, he was married to Clara M. Burke.
They have three children, Clarence; Grace, deceased; and Irene. Mr. Olson came to Illinois
in 1854, and farmed eight years.
He enlisted
in Company A, One Hundred and Second Illinois Infantry, and served three years in the
Civil War. Coming back, he engaged in the
grocery business, and has been on the corner
of Chambers and Berrien streets for thirty-five
years.
He holds the office of Supervisor. In
religion, he is a Methodist.
In politics, a republican.
year

SWAN

OSTRANDER,
Galesburg; born
educated in the

ALBERT
in

Indiana.

J.;

Merchant;

March

6,

1846;

common schools. His father,
ana his mother, Mary A. (Woodworth), were born in New York State. His father's family were of German descent, and his
mother's ancestors came from England. In
1855, the family moved to Missouri, and in 1862.
to Iowa; they came to Galesburg in 1871. Mr.
Ostrander began his business career as a clerk,
alternating between the hotel office and the
Harry

B.,

store.

He

entered his present business as a

dealer in hides and wool in 1877. April 12,
he was united in marriage to Susie V.
Ulmer, of Monmouth, Illinois. There are three
children, Eugene Claud, Frederick Earl, and
Ethel Pearl. Mr. Ostrander has been a successful business man, and has been prominent
For ten years he was Chairman of
in politics.
the Knox County Democratic Central Committee.
He filled the place of Postmaster at Galesburg for four and one-half years, having been
appointed by President Cleveland, May 9, 1893.
He has been a leading member of the Odd Fellows for twenty-five years, and for many years
a membei of the Masonic Order. In religion, he
is a Universalist.
He is a democrat.
PALMER. GEORGE W.; Conductor; Galesburg; born ut Center Point. Knox County.
Illinois, July 20. 1847; educated in the common schools. His father was John B. Palmer,
of England; his mother was Arta M., daughter
of Crolus Churchill, of New York. He was married in Victoria, December 18, 1873, to Harriet
M., daughter of Christopher LeValley, an old
settler of Victoria Township.
Their children
are;
Frank. Arthur C. Chauncey W. and
Mabel G. Mr. Palmer was reared on a farm.
In May, 1872, he was employed as brakeman
by the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad Company, and became a conductor in
1875, a position which he now holds.
He is a
1877,

Jl^t^u

JM.

KNOX
republican, ana in isy4, was elected Alderman
of the First Ward, holding the office for three
years. In religion, he is a Protestant.

PALMGREN,
born March

5,

C. A.;
1SG3, in

Conductor; Galesburg;
Sweden, where he was

educated. His parents were John and Bengta
(Johndater) Palm, of Sweden. He was married
to Anna Matson, in Galesburg, May 1, 18S9.
They have two children, Ethel Elvira and Elmer Sidney. Mr. Palmgren is a conductor on
the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad.
He is a member of the Lutheran Church. In
politics, he is a republican, and is Alderman of
the Seventh Ward.
PARRY, S. J.; Carpenter and Builder;
Galesburg; born in Pennsylvania in 1825. He

came

to Illinois in

1850,

and

to

Galesburg in

where he formed a partnership with J. R.
Mr. Parry began business as a conStevens.
Among the important buildtractor in 18(iS.
ings constructed by him are two school buildings; the County Jail; the Smith Block; the
Triole Block, and many fine residences.
Mr.
Parry was Superintendent of Construction for
the Court Hous^, and for the Central Congregational Church.
Mr. Parry is a Congregationalist.
In politics, he is a republican.
1865,

PERRY, ALBERT JAMES; President Second
National Bank; Galesburg; born December 10,
His parents were
1841, at Alden. New York.
James Perry, of Massachusetts, and Sophronia
(Pengra) Perry, of western New York. His
paternal grandparents were Isaac and Mary
Perry,
of
(Tiffany)
Massachusetts. James
Perry was a soldier in the Revolutionary War,
and when he entered the army, was presented
with a sword by the people of his town. His
maternal great-grandfather, Stephen Hopkins,
was Colonial Governor of Rhode Island from
1757 unti. 1767, and was one of the Congressmen
who signed the Declaration of Independence.
Mr. A. J. Perry entered the Sophomore Class of
Rochester University in 1857, and remained
until 1861.
He took the classical course and
paid his tuition with his earnings as a telegraph
operator. The death of his father in 1860, and
the subsequent necessity for supporting his
mother and invalid sister, compelled him tu
relinquish his intention of finishing the University course.
As a means of support, he taught
school for a time, and also acted in the capacity
of railroad agent.
In 1865, he came to Galesburg, and until 187.3, was employed by the
Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad as
bookkeeper. During the Winter of 1873, he
again taught school. In 1874, he was appointed
Deputy Circuit Clerk, serving until 1882, when
he became County Clerk, which position he filled
for eight years.
He was then elected President
of the Second National Bank.
Mr. Perry is a
republican, and has served two terms in the
City Council. He is Vice-President of the Hospital Board. President of the Library Board of
the Galesburg Public Library, and Treasurer of
Knox College. Mr. Perry's principal business is
Investments, and for the past eleven years he
has been extensively engaged in selling real
estate securities.

L'OUN'IV.
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PETERKA, WILLIAM

L.; Engineer; Gales14, 1856, at CoUinsville,

burg; born November
His parents were John and Catharine
Illinois.
Peterka, of Germany. They came to America
in 1849, and settled at CoUinsville, Illinois,
where for many years his father carried freight
on the National plank road from Greenville to
He died in 1887. His mother died
St. Louis.
in 1862. He was married in Peoria, Illinois, in
1887, to Frances T. Bachtold, daughter of Matthias and Stephania (Haunghs) Bachtold, who
were old settlers in that part of the State. Six
children have been born to Mr. and Mrs.
Ada R.; Clara V.; Blanche, dePeterka:
William; John, deceased; and Willis
ceased:
Howard. Upon the death of his mother, William L. lived with a farmer who sent him to
school. At the age of twelve, he began to work
at the top of a coal mine, and later became
foreman for the engineer of the mine; he was
afterward given charge of the pumping works
At the age of seventeen, he becameat night.
engineer of the Abby, No. 4 mine, where he remained a year and a half. He first began train
service on the Illinois and Midland Railroad;
afterwards entered the employ of the Indianapolis and St. Louis Railroad, and later the
Wabash Railroad. In 1888, he began with the
Chicago, Burlington and Quincy as engineer,
Mr. Peterka
which position he still holds.
He is a member of Alpha
is a republican.
Lodge, No. 155. Masonic. He is a Protestant.
PETERSON, JOHN L.; Engineer; Galesburg;
born in 1859, in Champaign County, Ohio. His
father was John W. Peterson, who came to

New York; his grandfather was T.
Peterson; his great-grandfather came from
Holland.
Mr. Peterson was formerly foreman
of the carpenter shops and had charge of the
wrecking train for the Chicago and Alton Railroad.
He came to Galesburg in
1888, and was employed by the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad Company, as an
engineer. He was married to Alfaretta Wilson
Ohio from

W.

There were two children, Blanche and
Mr. Peterson's second marriage was
with Sarah E. Tuthill, at Huntington, Indiana,
ilarch 30, 1887.
Their children are:
Jessie.
Bessie, Grace, Clausie, and Gray. Mr. Peterson
is a republican. He is a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church.
in 1879.

Clarence.

PETERSON,

PETER;

Clergyman:

Gales-

burg; born in Sweden, November 21, 1866;
educated in Gustavus .\dolphus College at St.
Peter, Minnesota, and in Augustana
Theological Seminary at Rock Island, Illinois.
His
parents were Peter and Mary (Bengsten) PeterHe was married to Matilda
son, of Sweden.
Johnson in 1894, at Vermilion, South Dakota.
They have two children, Elmer Petri Theodor,
and Mildred Matilda Ingeborg. Mr. Peterson's
parents went to Meeker County, Minnesota,
when he was two years of age. Six weeks
later his father was drowned by the capsizing
of a boat while fishing in Collinwood Lake,

leaving the mother and seven children without
means of support. When very young, Peter
worked on the farm for his board while attend-

KNOX COUNTSing the public school. By constant labor and
economy he had, at the age of nineteen, acquired $140.00, with which he started for college.
He taught during vacations, and while a
freshman, began preaching to aid in completing
his

college

and theological course.

He was

ordained in 1894, and entered upon missionary
in Ogden, Utah. After a year he went to St.
John's Lutheran Chruch in Essex, Iowa, and after three years, removed to Galesburg, where he
is now pastor of the First Lutheran Church.

work

PHELPS, WILLIAM IRVIN; Wood MachinGalesburg; born in Henderson, Knox
ist;
County, March 29, 1851. Attended the Galesburg High School and Knox Academy until the
age of fourteen, when his parents removed to
Wheaton, Illinois, where he took a business
He learned the
course at Wheaton College.
Miller,
of
Charles
carpenter trade with
Wheaton, and in 1871, was employed by the
Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad Company, as bridge carpenter. In 1883, he returned
to Galesburg and entered the service of the
Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad Company, where he is now foreman of the wood
machine shop, a position he has held for fourteen years. June 27, 1876, he was married to
Martha Jane Roe, of Abingdon, Illinois. Her
father, Silas Roe, settled at Abingdon, in 1841,
being one of the early settlers of Knox County.
Mr. Phelps is a republican, and in 1898, was
elected Supervisor on the republican ticket
In 1896, he ran for Alderman in the Sixth
Ward, being defeated by but two votes. He is
a member of Ezel Lodge, Knights of Pythias,
of which order he was Deputy Grand Chancellor for six years, during which time he instituted four lodges in Knox County. He was one
of the organizers of the Railroad McKinley
Club, which was eight hundred
In 1897, he, with Professor J. A. New-

Marching
strong.

man, organized the now well known and popular Burlington Route Band of thirty musicians.

Mr. Phelps takes a great interest

in,

the

advancement of musical organizations, and is
at present manager of the College City and
of the Central Church orchestras.

POTTER,

C. B.; Engineer; Galesburg; born
1839, in Luzerne County, PennsylHis father, Brookins Potter, was born
in Vermont; his grandfather, William Potter,
was a soldier in the Revolutionary War. Mr.
in the common
C. B. Potter was educated
schools. In politics, he is a republican; in religious belief, a Baptist.
He married Eunice
House, in Kewanee, Illinois, January 1, 1868.
Three children have been born to them, Ella;
Albert; and Etta, who died in infancy; Albert
died in 1886. Mr. Potter came to Galesburg in
1865 and entered the service of the Chicago,
Burlington and Quincy Railroad, working in
the roundhouse two weeks, when he began firing an engine on the road. He moved to Galva
in 1878. In 1895 he returned to Galesburg and
bought a residence on West Tompkins street.
POST, PHILIP S.; Lawyer; born in Vienna,
Austria, November 10, 1869; educated at Knox
College and National Law Schnol. Washington,

June

vania.

29,

District

Columbia.

of

His

father,

General

Philip Sidney Post, was born in Florida, New
York; his mother, Cornelia A. Post, was born
On the paternal side,
in Elmira, New York.
his grandfather, General Peter Schuyler Post,

was born in Warwick, Orange County, New
York; his grandmother, Mary D. (Coe) Post,
was born in Rochland County, New York. His
Colonel Garrett Post, and
great-grandmother, Martinche (Bertolf)
his
Post, were born in Orange County, New York.
On the maternal side, his grandfather was
William Townsend Post, born in Warwick,
Orange County, New York; his grandmother,
Harriet G. (Luce) Post, was born in Cooperstown, in the same state. His great-grandparents, James B. Post and Catherine C. (Hathorn) Post, were born in Orange County. P.
He
S. Post was admitted to the Bar in 1892.
was elected County Judge of Knox County in
1898.
In politics. Judge Post is a republican.
great-grandfather,

PLANK, ROBERT
born in Gettysburg,
vania,

August

and Mary

5,

M.;

Farmer; Galesburg;

Adams County, PennsylHis parents, William
Plank, were natives of

1864.

(Shultz)
In religion, Mr. Plank is a PresIn politics, he is a republican.

Pennsylvania.
byterian.

pURINGTON, WILLIAM SYDNEY; Vice
President and General Manager of the Purington Paving Brick Company, Galesburg; born
February 22, 1860, in Amesbury, Massachusetts;
educated in Friends Boarding School, Providence. Rhode Island. His parents were Daniel
S. Purington, of Vassalbon, Maine, and Sarah
He
(Varney) Purington. of New Hampshire.
was married at Porter, Indiana, in 1884, to Nellie M., daughter of John K. and Sarah J. (Gill)
They have three
Caldwell, of Pennsylvania.
children, William C, Helen, and D. Stewart.
Mr. Purington's ancestors were of early New
England stock. His father was a farmer, and
spent most of his life at Newburyport, Massachusetts, where Mr. W. S. Purington lived until
1880, when he came West to superintend the
Purington-Kimball BricK Company's works at
Chicago, Illinois, and at Porter, Indiana. For
three years he was Vice President and Secretary of the St. Paul and Minneapolis Pressed
Brick Company. In 1890, he removed to Galesburg, where he established the plant now
owned and operated by the Purington Paving
Brick Company. Mr. Purington is a member of
the Royal Aronnum; was Vice President and
is a Director of the Galesburg Business Men's
Club, which position he has held for seven
years. In religion, Mr. Purington is a PresbyIn politics, he is a republican.
terian.
READ, HENRY WARE; Teacher; born DeNewtown,

Illinois.
His
born at Keene, New
mother, Caroline A.
His grand(Strong), at Elmira, New York.
father on the paternal side was David Read,
and on the maternal side Samuel Strong. ProKnox
College, in
fessor Read was educated at
which institution he is instructor in Latin and
Greek. June 24, 1876, he was united in mar-

cember

31,

father,

Josiah,

Hampshire,

riage to

1849,

and

at

was

his

Martha E. A. Hastings,

of Galesburg.

J-tdjc.

KNOX COUNTY.
They are the parents of three children, Mary
Amelia, Henry Hastings, and Robert Strong.
Mr. Read is a successful teacher, and an in-

fluential member of the faculty of Knox ColHe is closely connected with the Sunday
lege.

work of Knox County. He is an aggressive temperance advocate, having acted as Vice
President and a member of the Executive Committee in the memorable campaign of 1899. He
is a man of rare judgment and careful scholarHe is a memship, and a devoted Christian.
ber of the Congregational Church. In politics,
he is a republican.
GalesLiveryman;
J.;
REDFIELD,
school

HENRY

born December 31, 1860, in Galesburg,
where he was educated. His parents were A.
C. Redfield, of Connecticut; and Mary M. (Onderdouk) Redfield, of Long Island. Mr. Redfield is proprietor of the Union Livery Stable.
In politics, he is a republican.
burg;

REINMUND, BOWMAN FRANKLIN;

Secretary of the Covenant Mutual Life Association;
Galesburg; born at Lancaster, Ohio, November
father,
educated.
His
11, 1857, where he was

Benjamin F., was born at Bethlehem, Pennsylvania; his mother, Isabel C. (Arnold) at Hagerstown. Maryland. His paternal grandfather,
Joseph, was born in Prussia, and his paternal
grandmother, Sarah (Wilhelm), at Reading,
grandfather,
maternal
His
Pennsylvania.
Henry Arnold, was born in Holland; his maternal grandmother, Maria (Bowman), in MaryMr. Reinmund was married December
land.
4, 1877, at Lancaster, Ohio, to Ida B. Jackson.
They have two children, Elizabeth S. and Bowman F. In religion, he is a Presbyterian. In
politics, a republican.
B.; Retired Farmer;
REYNOLDS,
Blain avenue, Galesburg; born in Hart County,
Kentucky, February 20, 1825; educated in his
His parents, Edward and Celia
native state.
(Fuqua) Reynolis, were natives of Bedford
They had eleven children,
County, Virginia.
Willis, Jesse, Pamelia, Eliza, Jane, William,
Mary, Celia, Edward B., Elizabeth, and Loren.
The father died in 1848, and the mother in 1875.
The paternal grandfather, Jesse Reynolds, was
a native of England; his wife, Mary (Bright),
Mr. Reynolds married Mary W.
of Scotland.
Gose, January 25, 1S49, in Knox Township;
there were eight children, Lorenzo D., Josephine A., Laura V., Peter G., George E., Henry
Lorenzo D. married
John and Kate.
C.,
Frances Reynolds; they have seven children.
Josephine was twice married; first, to Newton
Callison, with whom she had one son, Ray.
Her second marriage was with L. Judson
Smith. Laura V. was first married to Benjamin Dermier; her second husband Is Clarence
Jones. Peter married Jennie HIggins; they had
two sons, Ralph J. and John E. Peter Reynolds
died August ?, 1898.
George was twice married; first to Sarah McNeil; they had three
children, Clarence, Alice and Mary; his second
marriage was with Mrs. Ida (Smith) Moore;
they have one daughter, Josephine. Henry 0.
married May Adams; they have two children,
Irene and Edward. The ancestry of the family

EDWARD

•

is

English, Scotch, French and German.
Mr.
B. Reynolds are members of the
In politics, Mr. Reynolds is

and Mrs. E.

Christian Church.
a prohibitionist.

RICE, F. C; Superintendent of the Illinois
of the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy
Railroad, Galesburg; born in Wayne County,
New York, January 10, 1844. His father, William A., and his grandfather, Chester E. Rice,

lines

went

to

Beloit,

Wisconsin, where F. C.

Rice

received his education in the common schools
In 18C1, he enlisted
in the Thirteenth Illinois Cavalry and served
In the Spring of the same year he
until 1863.
assumed charge of the telegraph station at
Monmouth, for the Chicago, Burlington and
Quincy Railroad Company, and was soon transferred to Mendota, as Station Agent and Opera-

and learned telegraphy.

where he remained until 1866, when he came
and was given the position of
Chief Operator. He was then appointed Chief
Train Dispatcher, and for fifteen years filled the
position of Chief Operator, Chief Train Ditpatcher, and Train Master. In 1881, he was
made Superintendent of the Galesburg Division,
and in 1888, General Superintendent of the Illinois lines, which position he still holds. Mr.
Rice is a Trustee of Knox College; member of
the Library Board; member of the Business
Men's club, and is prominently identified with
religious matters. In 1867, he was married to
Harriet A., daughter of L. Knox, a grandson of
General Henry Knox, the first Secretary of War
and of the Navy. Mr. and Mrs. Rice have one
son, Robert; and one daughter, Carrie E., who is
now Mrs. F. J. Bentley.
RIDGLEY, VINCENT; Retired; Galesburg;
born in Baltimore, Maryland, September 20,
1825.
He received his education in Illinois.
He was married June 7, 1855, to Adelaide J.
Long, of Adams County, Illinois. They have
had nine children, of whom six are living:
Charles N., Vincent N., O. L., R. W., Clarence
In politics, Mr. Ridgley is a
M., and Roy R.
democrat.

tor,

to Galesburg

RIPPETOE,

WILLIAM

ROBERT;

Con-

ductor; Galesburg; born September 20, 1853, at
Colchester, Illinois, where he was educated.
His parents were C. H. Rippetoe, of Kentucky,
and Mary C. (Barber) Rippetoe, of McDonougU
County, Illinois; the father died in 1882; his
mother is living in Galesburg; his grandfathers were John P. Rippetoe and John BarHe was married in Colber, of Kentucky.
chester, December 25, 1873, to Mary A. Polonus.
They have three children, William H., Mabel,
and Jane. William H. is an employe of the
Burlington and Quincy Railroad.
Chicago,
From the age of ten to twenty-six Mr. Rippetoe
was a coal miner. In 1879, he began as brakeman on the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy
Railroad, and was promoted to the position
He is faithful and alert
of conductor in 1884.
in his business, and has never met with an acIn religion, Mr. Rippetoe is a Baptist.
cident.
He is a republican.

ROBBINS, WILLIAM
born April

10, 1851, In

A.; Grocer; Galesburg;

Henry County,

Illinois.

KNOX COUNTY.

788

His parents were Edward S. and Temperance
He was mar(Allen) Robbins, of New York.
ried in Galesburg, Illinois, October 13, 1874, to
Nettie E., daughter of Marvin S. Carr, of Sara-

toga County,

New

York, and Susan M. (Espy)

They have two chilCarr, of Pennsylvania.
dren, Bessie A.; and Elmer A., deceased. Mr.
Robbins' parents were among the early settlers
in Illinois, living first in Knox County, and
His father retired
then in Henry County.
from business in 1866, and resided in GalesMr. W. A. Robbins lived on the farm
burg.
till 1866, and he attended public school for two
years.
He was employed for a year by Dunn
and Klngsberry, grocers. He then began work
for the Frost Manufacturing Company as coremaker, and after three months became foreman
of that department. A year later he re-entered
the employ of Dunn and Kingsberry. December 22, 1871, he took a position as clerk in the
grocery store of G. D. Crocker, and in 1878,
bought a half interest in the business, under
the firm name of Crocker and Robbins. After
tWo years, Mr. Robbins assumed the entire
management of the business. In 1895, the firm
built the Arlington Hotel, opposite the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy passenger depot.
They use the first floor of the building for their
extensive grocery business. Mr. Robbins is a
member of the Baptist Church. In politics,
he is a republican.
ROSS, ROBERT ALEXANDER; Carpenter,
Builder and Millwright; Galesburg; born at St.
Albans, Vermont, January 7, 1850. His father.
Robert Ross, of Belfast, Ireland, was of Scotch
descent; his mother, Mary A. (Brison) Ross,

came from Londonderry.
ried to Nellie J.

mont,

May

Ireland.

He was mar-

Turner, at St. Albans, VerTheir chilaren are: May,

22, 1875.

Edward James; Frank; Robert

A.;
and Anna May. Mr. Ross learned his trade in
St. Albans, where he became a prosperous conHe came to Galesburg in May, 1885.
tractor.
and became foreman of the firm of Dawson and
Anderson, and to a large extent, had charge of
the construction of the Knox County Court

deceased;

House. He had previously erected many imposing structures, Including court houses in
Michigan, at Kalkaska, Saginaw City, and PonHe was foreman of the carpenter work
tiac.
in the High School Building, Galesburg, and as
millwright, had charge of remodeling the buildings of the Galosburg Brick and Terra Cotta
Company; he had charge of the machinery, and
his services extended over a period of three
years.
In 1895, he became Superintendent of
the Galesburg Vitrified Brick Company, and
has satisfactorily conducted the plant, which
has a capacity of twenty-five thousand paving
brick per day. In polities, Mr. Ross is a republican.

ROWE, C. B., JR.; Engineer; Galesburg;
horn January 5, 1858, in Portland, Maine;
educated in Massachusetts. His parents were
C. B. Rowe, borj in 1832, at Rockport, Massaehusetts, and Clara (Morse) Rowe; his grandparents were Isaac Rowe, of Massachusetts,
and Martha (Abbott) Rowe; his great-grand-

was John Rowe, of Massachusetts; his
maternal grandfather. Captain Thomas Morse,
was killed by Indians in Maine. Mr. Rowe was
married to Rose Ann Cavanaugh November 21,
1879, at Fall River, Massachusetts; their children are: Hearlbert Henry; William Francis;
Charles Buck; George Edward; John Zahn;
Theodore Harwood; Irene May, deceased. Mrs.
Rowe was the daughter of Michael J. Cavanaugh, of Ireland, and Mary (Shannon)
Cavanaugh, of England. Mr. Rowe's ancestors
were Puritans; his great-grandfather, John
Rowe, was a captain in the Revolutionary War,
and five of his sons fought in his company at
father

the battle of Bunker Hill; his grandfather,
who was in the War of 1812, was made a
prisoner, taken to England, and confined in the
Dartmoor prison for eight months; he died at
the age of sixty-eight years. Mr. Rowe's father
was a railroad engineer for thirty-three years;
he was injured in a wreck, and now has a
position in the shops of the New York, New

Haven and Hartford Railroad Company.
ing 1872, Mr. u. B.

Rowe

fired

Dur-

for his father

on the Hartford and Erie, was employed on the
Old Colony, running out of Boston, and after
a year and a half he went to California. He
was with the Southern Pacific from 1875-78; the
Old Colony, from 1878-80; and the Mexican
Central for two years. His other engagements
were with the Reading Railroad; Texas and
Pacific; Little Rock and Fort
Smith; New
York, Pennsylvania and Ohio; Chicago, Burlington and Quincy
(18SS);
Lehigh Valley
and the Chicago, Burlington and
(1894);
Quincy (1895), where he is now an engineer.
Mr. Rowe is a Master Mason, Alpha Lodge,
Galesburg.

RUNDQUIST, CHARLES B.; Carpenter;
Galesburg; born in 1858, in Sweden, where he
learned the trade ot carpenter and mason; he
came to Galesburg in 1885. For several years.
Mr. Rundqulst has been a prominent carpenter
and builder, and has erected many of the handsome dwellings and fine business blocks of
Galesburg. He was married, in 1885, to Emma
Johnson. They have one daughter, Olga.

SHANK, BOSTON M.; Yardmaster; Galesburg; born June 14, 1854, at Columbus, Ohio;
son of John Shank, of Ohio. He was educated
in the common schools: he is a democrat.
He
married Minnie Griffin, at Trenton, Missouri,
November 27, 1888; they have one child, Stacy
Mr. Shank began railroad work when sixS.
teen years old, as brakeman on the Fort
Wayne, Pittsburg and Chicago Railroad; went
to Burlington, Iowa, and was employed by the
Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad, having charge of construction on the Mt. Air
Branch; for four years he was with the Missouri, Iowa and Northern Railroad, and later
with the Rhode Island Railroad; in 1892, he
came to Galesburg, where he has since been
employed by the Chicago, Burlington and
Quincy Railroad, as night yardmaster.
Mr.
Shank is a member of the Catholic Church.
SHANNON, ELLIS; Conductor; Galesburg;
born June 4, 1844, In Pennsylvania, where he

/
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was educate J. His parents were Jesse auci
Mary (Williamson) Shaunon, of Pennsylvania;
his maternal grandfather was George Williamson.
Jesse Shannon, the father, was captain
of a packet boat on the Susquehanna canal. He
died when Ellis was two years old. Mr. Ellis
Shannon was married in Charleston, South
Carolina, December 25, 1865, to Christine R.,
of George Snyder, of Baden, Germany, and Mary Frances (Scherer) Snyder.
Snyder was in the regular army under
Sherman for five years. Six children were born
to Mr. and Mrs. Shannon; George E.; Lucetta
B.; Maud S.; Harry D.; Mary, deceased; and

daughter
Mr.

When fifteen years of age,
Jesse, deceased
Ellis Shannon learned the trade of blacksmith.
He enlisted August 17. 1S61, in Company D.
Forty-seventh Pennsylvania Volunteers.
serving his term of three years, he
and was discharged November 28,
was in the following engagements:

October
1862;

ant

3,

Pocotaligo,
October
22,
April
Pleas1864;
8,
Crane River, April 23,
17, 1864; Berryville, Sep-

1862;

Mansfield,

Hill. April

9,

After

re-enlisted,
1865.
He
St. Bluff,

1864;

1864; Mansura, May
tember 5, 1864; Winchester, September 19, 1864;
Fisher's Hill. September 23, 1864; and Cedar

Creek, October

19,

1864.

After the war,

Mr.

Shannon

lived in Newport, Pennsylvania, for
one year, and then came to Buda, Bureau
County, Illinois, After farming five years, he
entered the employ of the Chicago, Burlington
and Quincy Railroad as brakeman, and four

years later became conductor. He is a member
of the Grand Army of the Republic, and of the
Mr. Shannon
Order of Railway Conductors.
belongs to the Methodist Church. In politics,
he is a republican.
SIMONDS, WILLIAM E.; Professor of EngHe
lish Literature in Knox College, Galesburg.
was born in Peabody, Essex County, Massachusetts, September 10, 1860. His parents were
Edward and Mary A. (Chase) Simonds. He received his education in the Peabody High
School, Phillips Andover Academy, and Brown
University, graduating from the college in 1883.
Mr. Simonds taught two years in the High
School at Providence. Rhode Island, and in
He was
1S85, went abroad tor further study.
for a half-year a student in the University of
Berlin, and for two years a student in the University of StrassDurg. From the latter institution he received the degree of Doctor of PhilOn returning to America
osophy, in 18SS.
(1888). he was made Instructor in German in
Cornell University. Ithaca, New York. In the
Summer of 1889, he was called to the chair
which he now nolds in Knox College, entering
upon his duties in the fall of that year. Professor Simonds has published
several
textbooks for school and college use, among them
his university thesis on "Sir Thomas Wyatt
and His Poems." 1889. and an "Introduction to
the Study of English Fiction." 1894. June 22,
1898. Mr. Simonds was married to Katherine L.
Courtright, who, during the school year 1896-7,

was Dean

of

Women

in

have a daughter, Marjorie.

Knox

College.

They

COUJS'TV,
SMITH,

7»9

CHARLES NEWTON;

Engineer;
in PennsylHis parents

Galesburg; born June 24, 1855,
vania, where he was educated.
were Jeremiah and Catherine E. (Miller)
Smith, of Pennsylvania, the latter of Reading;
his grandfather, Jacob Smith, and his greatgrandparents were also natives of Pennsylvania. He was married in Tamaqua, Pennsylvania, Septembe:- 16, 1878, to Isabella, daughter

Anthony Betz, of Germany, and Mary Jane
(Brown) Betz, of Pennsylvania. Mr. Betz came
Tamaqua from Germany at the age of nine
years.
He was superintendent of a coal mine
of
to

his death at the age of forty-four years.
Mr. and Mrs. Smith have four children, Jerry,
Laura Jane, Robert Henry, and Edward Newton.
Mr. Smith's father was one of the first
locomotive engineers in Pennsylvania, and followed the business till he retired of old age.
He now lives at Tamaqua, Pennsylvania; his
wife died in 1895
At the age of fourteen, Mr.
C. N. Smith began to work in a rolling mill,
and when eighteen years old. began as brakeman on the Philadelphia and Reading Railroad.
After being a conductor for two years he began as firemm on the same road, and after
three years, became an extra engineer. He left
during the strike of 1887, but Began running
an engine on the Chicago, Burlington and
Quincy Railroad in March, 1888, which position
till

he
ice,

still

holds.

During his entire railroad serv-

Mr. Smith has lost but two weeks' time.

By economy, he and his wife have built
home on East South street, Galesburg.

their

Mr.
a republican in politics.
SMITH, M. L.; Freight Conductor; Gal&sburg; born in 1844, at Cleveland, Ohio; came
to Kirkwood, Illinois, in 1855.
In 1861, he en-

Smith

is

listed in Company C, One Hundred and Thirtyeighth Regiment Illinois Volunteers, and served
during the war.
He came to Galesburg In
1877. and was employed as brakeman by the
Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad Company for about four years. He assisted in the
offices of the company, and was afterwards
made freight conductor, which position he now
holds. He is a member of the Order of Railway
Conductors. In 1868, he was married to Elizabeth Carmichael.
They have two daughters,
Mabel and Bertha.
SPAKE, WILLIAM N.; Restaurateur and
Confectioner;
born
in
Princeton,
Illinois,
October 24, 1858. His father, L. M. Spake, was
born in Sweden, and his mother, Eva (Olson)
Spake, was also a native of Sweden. He was
educated at Princeton, Illinois. November 14,
1888, he married Mary E. Olson at Galesburg.
There are two children, Marie Louise and Richard William.
Mr. Spake's parents were mar-

ried in Sweden, and came to this country in
1847. settling in Princeton, where Mr. Spake engaged in the carpentry business, which he followed until his death; Mrs. Spake is still living
in Princeton.

After finishing his education at

Princeton, Mr. W. N. Spake came to Galesburg
and commenced work in the restaurant of J.
F. Anderson, where he remained for eighteen
years, at the end of which time he purchased
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an interest in the business which was continued under the firm name of J. F. Anderson
and Company. After seven years of partnership, Mr. Anderson disposed of his interest to
Henry G. Hawkinson, and the firm name was
changed to Spake and Hawkinson. They are
located at 140 East Main street, and are the
leaders in the restaurant and catering business
Mr. Spake is one
of this part of the country.
of our most reliable and successful citizens.
In religion, he
a republican.

is

a Lutheran.

In politics, he

is

STRAIN. GEORGE

M.; Reporter for the "Republican-Register;" Galesburg, where he was
born March 4, 1873; educated in Knox College.

His father, David Newton Strain, was born near
Greenfield, Ohio; his mother, Sarah A. Strain,
was born at Russelville, Ohio. On the paternal
side, his great-grandparents were David and
Nancy (Montgomery) Strain. His grandfather,
James Strain, was born in South Carolina; his
grandmother was Martha Garrett Strain. On
the maternal side, his great-grandparents were
John and Sabra (Witter) Bassett; his grandparents were George Bassett, born in Benton

Township, New York, and Nancy (Wilson)
Bassett, born in Russelville. Ohio. After leaving the public schools, at the age of twelve, he
worked for The O. T. Johnson Company for
two years; attended Knox Academy three
years; worked for Kellogg, Drake and Olson for
attended Knox College for three
during which time he was special reporter for the "Republican-Register;" held a
regular position as reporter on the same paper
from June, 1896, to August. 1898; attended
Knox College for the senior year, and, after
graduation, returned to his former position on
the "Republican-Register. His parents came to
Galesburg in April, 1865, having -resided in the
State from 1854. His father, D. N. Strain, was
a grocer for twenty years, but is now retired.
One brother, Orves B. Strain, died in Galesburg
in 1890.
Another brother. Rev. H. L. Strain,
returned from Germany in 1898. after a two
years' course of study under a Blatchford fellowship from the Chicago Theological Seminary, and is now assistant pastor of the New
England Congregational Church. Chicago. In
religion, G. M. Strain is a Congregatlonalist.
In politics, he is a republican.
three years;
years,

STROMBERG,

NELS

O.;

Cabinetmaker;

Galesburg; born July 28, 1829, in Sweden, where
he was educated. His parents, Olof and Gary
(Truedson) Nelson, came from Sweden, as did
his paternal grandparents.
Nels and Nilla
(Swenson) Peterson. Mr. Stromberg was married to Bessey Matson, in Sweden. December
31. 1853; thsir eight children are:
Peter, John,
William, Arthur. Edwin, Celia. Bessy, and
Mary. Mr. Stromberg is a republican. He is a
member of the Lutheran Church.
SULLIVAN. DENNIS E.; Engineer; Galesburg; born January 31, 1861, in County Cork,
Ireland, where he was educated in the common
schools.
His parents were William and Bridget Sullivan.
He was married to Mary Minehan, in Shenandoah, Iowa, January 22, 1887.

Mr. Sullivan came to America in 1868, and lived

South Boston till 1870, when he moved to
where he resided till 1886. He began
for the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy
Railroad in January, 1876; in 1879, became
fireman, and was made an engineer in 1884.
From 1887 to October, 1889, he worked for the
Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railroad and
returned to the Chicago, Burlington and
Quincy, where he is an engineer at the present
time.
In 1890, he moved to Galesburg, and in
in

Iowa,

work

residence at 933 West Main
a member of the Knights of
Mr. Sullivan is a member of the
Pythias.
Catholic Church. In politics, he is a democrat.
SULLIVAN, E. J.; Conductor; Galesburg;
born March 17, 1858, at Glens Falls, New York;
educated in Galesburg. His parents were Owen
and Mary (Moynahan) Sullivan, of Ireland.
1893, built his
street.
He is

They came to this country when they were
young, and were married at Glens Falls. His
father was a railroad man, came to Galesburg
in 1858, and was in the employ of the Chicago,
Burlington and Quincy Railroad until his death
in 1876.
At the age of fourteen years, E. J.
Sullivan became a clerk in a clothing store in
Galesburg, and when sixteen years old, entered
the boiler shops of the Chicago, Burlington
and Quincy Railroad. At the age of twenty,
he was a brakeman, and in 1881 was made a
conductor, which position he still holds.
He
was married to Kittie Conley, of Galesburg,
September 29, 1891. Their children are: Henrietta. Helen Marie, Josephine, and Eugene.
Mrs. Sullivan's father, Mark Conley, born in
Ireland, was a blacksmith, and an old resident
of Galesburg; her mother, Anna (Gettings)
Conley. came from Ireland to Galesburg when
she was nineteen years of age. Mr. Sullivan is
a member of the Order of Railway Conductors.
In religion, he is a Catholic.
He is a republican.

SULLIVAN, JAMES EDWARD; Brakeman;
Galesburg; born October 29, 1864, in Galesburg.
Illinois, where he was educated.
His parents,
Patrick and Anna (Ready) Sullivan, were born
in County Kerry, Ireland; his grandparents,
Jerry and Mary (Moyhinan) Sullivan, were
born in Ireland; his great-grandmother was
Julia (Dean) Sullivan.
Patrick Sullivan came
to this country when a young man, and settled
at Glens Falls, New York, where two of his
children. Jerry
and Mary, were born.
He
worked in a lime kiln. He came to Galesburg
about 1857, and entered the employ of the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad Company,
where he remained until his death. May 28,
1883.
After his father's death, J. E. Sullivan
purchased the homestead to which he has
added other property. He entered the employ
of the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad Company in 1881, as an apprentice in the
paint shop, and after six years he became a
brakeman. which position he still holds. Mr.
Sullivan is a member of the Catholic Church.
In politics, he is a democrat.
SWAIN, P. H.; Conductor; Galesburg; born
November 11, 1855, in Ottawa, Canada:

cZ

ft,

/^:^''Afl^>t--2-^

K^UX COUNTY.
educated in Illinois. His parents were William
Swain, of Ireland, and Rose (Barnes) Swain,
He was married in October, 1877,
of Canada.
at Chillicothe, Missouri, to Ellen, daughter of
Thomas and Ellen Hickey, who are old resiMr. and Mrs. Swain
dents of Knjx County.
have one child, Rosella. Mr. Swain came with
his parents to Bureau County in 1857, and removed to Cherokee County, Kansas, in 1871.
His father died in 1883; his mother is still livMr. Swain was a farmer and coal miner
ing.
until 1874, when he came to Kno.x County and
entered the employ of the Chicago, Burlington
and Quincy Railroad Company as brakeman.
He became conductor in August, 1878. He has
passed through three strikes, and is one of the
Mr. Swain is a
reliable employes of the road.
Catholic. In politics, he is a democrat.

.

SWAIN. R. F.; Conductor; Galesburg;
born July 28, 1S51, in New York; educated in
Bureau County. Illinois.
His parents were
William Swain, of Wicklow County, Ireland,
and Rosa (Barnes) Swain, of Toronto, Canada.
They moved to Canada when R. F. was a year
old;
they moved to La Salle County, and
came to Bureau County in 1857. In 1868,
they
went to Cherokee County, Kansas,
where his mother now lives. His father died
May 27, 18S3. Mr. R. F. Swain was married
October 14, 1880, at Galesburg. Illinois, to Kate,
daughter of Alfred and Elizabeth Emerson,
who were early settlers in Knox County.
They have two children. Eulalia F., and William A. In 1873. Mr. R. F. Swain returned
to Illinois, and located in Galesburg, and in
1874, entered the employ of the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad Company as
brakeman. He became conductor in 1876. which
position he holds at the
passed through several
was the "Q" strike, but
Mr. Swain is a
cident.

SWANSON.
Builder;

present time.

He

ha;--,

one of which
has never had an ac-

strikes,

republican.

PETER

Galesburg;

F.;
Contractor and
born in 1866, in Sweden,

where he was educated, .\fter coming to Galesburg he worked on a farm for four years, and
then worked as carpenter till 1894; he then entered upon the business of contractor and
builder, which he still follows.
In the meantime, he took a course in the Galesburg Business College.
Mr. Swanaon was married to

Anna Neilon November 27. 1895. They have
a handsome home on Whitesboro street.
SWEENEY, MICHAEL X; Engineer; Galesburg; born November 20, 1856, in Schuylkill
County, Pennsylvania;
his
father,
Michael
Sweeney, was born in Ireland. He was educated
in the common schools.
In politics, he is a
democrat.
He married, in Schuylkill County,
Pennsylvania, Noven;ber 20, 1884, Mary A.,
daughter of Patrick Carroll, who came from
Ireland to Pennsylvania.
Mr. Sweeney was
employed by the Reading Railroad in 1874, and
came to Galesburg in 1888. where he entered
the service of the Chicago, Burlington and
Quincy Railroad. In 1892, he built a residence
at 461 West Brooks street, Galesburg, where he

now

resides.

He

a

is

member

of the Catholic

Church.

SWIGERT, HARRY
born July

1,

1871,

in

L;

Dentist;

Galesburg;

Knox County,

Illinois,

His parents are I.
where he was educated.
W. and Lucinda (Turney) Swigert, of Ohio;
his paternal grandparents were George and
(Brewer)
Swigert,
of
Franklin
Catharine
County, Pennsylvania; his maternal grandDr. Swigerfs parfather was Philip Turney.
ents were early settlers in Knox County, and
lived on a farm till 1887, when they came to
Dr. H. I.
Galesburg, where they now reside.
Swigert, after graduating in the Galesburg
High School and Knox College, took a full
course in the Northwestern University Dental
School, Chicago. He is practicing dentistry in
In
the Holmes Building, Galesburg, Illinois.
He is
religion, Dr. Swigert is a Presbyterian.
a republican.
Physician
and
Surgeon;
TAIT, WILLIAM F.;
Galesburg; born June 21, 1836, in Scotland;
educated in Illinois. His parents, William and
Mary Ann (McDowell) Tait, were born in ScotHis grandfather and great-grandfather,
land.
on the paternal side, were named John. His
maternal grandfather was John McDowell. Mr.
Tait h5s been twice married: June 21, 1866, to
Rhoda A. Speny at Camden, New York, and
December 25, 1896, to Ardath G. Copley at WalBy the first marriage, there were
nut, Iowa.
three children, Cora L., Mary E., and Margaret
S.
Dr. Tait's literary education was obtained
in public schools, Knox and Monmouth colleges; he graduated from Lee Centre High
School in 1859. He received his medical education in Cincinnati, Ohio.
He is Pension ExamIn religion, he is a Presbyining Surgeon.
terian.
He is a republican.
TAYLOR,
E.; Implement Dealer;
Galesburg; born in Portland, Maine, April 5,
1859; educated in Oneida and Galesburg.
On
the paternal side, his grandfather, James Taylor, was born in Scotland;
his grandmother
was Lydia Wiles. His father, L. R. Taylor,
was born in Norridgewock, Maine, and his
mother, Grace E. (Carter), was borr in Portland.
On the maternal side, his grandfather,
Thomas Carter, was born in England, as was
also his grandmother.
December 19, 1893, Mr.
Taylor was married, in Oneida, Illinois, to

JAMES

Maud Conger. Thoy have one son. James Edwin.
Mr. Taylor lived near Oneida, Illinois,
until 1895. and since then in Galesburg. While
living in Oneida, he was engaged in farming.
He is a member of the Congregational Church.
In politics, he is a republican.

TREADWELL, GUTHRIE; Engineer; Galesburg; born June IS, 1851, at St. Andrews,
Canada, where he was educated, and where he
was married to Maggie Maloney, October 27,
1875.
They have seven children. George Emerson; Mary Elizabeth,
deceased;
Kate and
Maude, twins; Kate, deceased; Nathan Guthrie;
Anna Drew; and Gertrude. Mr. Treadwell's
father, Nathan N., was born in St. Andrews,
New Brunswick, and his mother. Elizabeth
(Miller), was born in St. Andrews, Scotland:

KNOX COUNT Y.
Reuben Treadwell,
was born in Newport, Rhode Island; his paternal grandmother, Alpha Peck, was born in

School in 1880, and from Oberlin College in
In 1888, he
1884, receiving the degree of B. A.
received the degree of B. D. from Oberlin The-

grandfather,
Eastport, Maine;
his maternal
George Miller, married Anna Guthrie, who was
born in St. Andrews, Scotland. Mr. Treadwell
began work on the New Brunswick and Canada
Railroad in 18(i7, and continued in its employ

During his seminary course
he spent one year in post-graduate work in
Yale Divinity School.
He was pastor of the
First Free Baptist Church, of Buffalo, New
York, from 1888 to 1892; National Secretary
of the Free Baptist Missionary and Educational
societies during the years 1889 to 1893; pastor
of the First Congregational Church, of Sandusky, Ohio, from December, 1890, to October,
1898. and is now pastor of the Central Congregational
Church,
Galesburg.
His father,
Augustus R., and his mother, Lurancy A., were

his

paternal

grandfather,

for fifteen years.
He afterwards entered the
service of the New Brunswick Railroad, in

Canada, where he remained for five years. He
then moved to Boston, and soon after to Burlington, Iowa.
In 1888, Mr. Treadwell began
service as a locomotive engineer on the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad, which
position he still holds.
He went through the
strike on the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy,
and has loug been one of the trusted engineers
of the company.
In religion, Mr. Treadwell is
an Episcopalian. He is a republican.
TURNER, HARRY; Conductor; Galesburg;
born July 15, 1S5G, in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, where he was educated.
His parents
were William and Emma (Haigh) Turner, of
ShefDeld, England. Harry Turner was married
to Frances Rund .January 1. 1883; at Princeton, Illinois. They have seven children: Harry
George; Clarence, deceased; Octave, deceased;
Lester: Grace A.; Gladys; and Gertrude.
His
grandfather was John Turner, of England. Mr.
Turner's father learned the trade of pocketknife grinding in the Rodgers' Cutlery Works at
Sheffield. England. He came to this country in
middle life, and worked at his trade in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.
Mr. Harry Turner began work in a sash and door factory in Philadelphia, at three dollars a week, and went to
night school two hours each evening. At the
age of twenty, he came to Princeton, Illinois,
and began work for the Chicago, Burlington
and Quincy Railroad Company, where he has
since been employed.
In 188:3, he began as
brakeman, in Galesburg, and has been conductor for a

number

of years.

He was

a dele-

gate to the Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen
Convention at Los Angeles in 1890. Mr. Turner's parents, and his sous, Clarence and Octave, are buried in Linwood Cemetery.
Mr.
Turner has a pleasant home on Lincoln avenue.

He is a republican
ULRICH, GEORGE W.;

Engineer; Galesburg; born January 12, 1850, in Reading, Pennsylvania, where he received his education in
the common schools.
He married Margaret
Sharp, at Pottsville, Pennsylvania, July 4, 1872:
they have three children, Charles, Maggie, and
Anna. Mrs. Ulrich is a member of the Methodist Church.
Mr. Ulrich, at the age of seventeen,
entered the service of the Philadelphia and
Reading Railroad. In 1881, he came to Galesburg and was employed by the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad as engineer, a
position whioh he now holds. Mr. Ulrich is a
republican.
VINCENT, CLARENCE A.; Minister; Galesburg; born in Geauga County, Ohio, December
17. 1859.
After leaving the common schools
he graduated from the Oberlin Preparatory

ological Seminary.

residents of
Dr. 'Vincent

Ohio;

his

was married

father was
in 1888 to

a farmer.

Lucy

Hall,

a student of Oberlin College.
There are four
children, Hope, Ruth, Helen, and Clarence Hall.
In 1898, Mr. Vincent was given the degree of
Doctor of Divinity by Hillsdale College, Michigan.
He is the author of two books that have
had wide circulation: "Acts of Modern Apostles." and "Providence in America."
While a
pastor at Buffalo, he was elected President of
the Baptist State Association; and in Ohio, he
was President of the Congregational State Association. He has been honored many times in
being chosen to preach the annual sermon at
the State and National meetings of the Baptist.
Congregational, and Christian Endeavor societies.

WAGGONER, MORTIMER O.; Conductor;
Galesburg; born in Dexter, Michigan, August
24, 1853; educated in Michigan, and in Toledo,
His parents were Edward E. Waggoner
Ohio.
of Michigan, and Mary J. (Palmer) Waggoner
His maternal grandfather was
of New York.
B. M. Palmer, and his grandmother's maiden
name was Griffin, of New York.
He
was married to Jennie Fitzsimmons, February 13, 1876, at Monmouth, Illinois.
Their
children are:
Rose M., Edward James, Lula
Mertle, Bernice J., and Bernard M. Mr. Waggoner's parents were married in Michigan, and
reared a family of six children.
During the
War of the Rebellion, the father enlisted, and
died of fever, in 1865, at his post on the receiving ship Great Western. After attending school
for three years in Toledo, Ohio, Mr. M. 0. Waggoner returned to Michigan, and in 1871 came
to Galesburg. In 1872, he entered the employ of
the Chicago. Burlington and Quincy Railroad
Company as brakeman. He has been conductor
for twenty-four years.
In politics, Mr. Waggoner is liberal and independent.
He is a
Methodist.
WALBERG. JOHN A.; Grocer; Galesburg:
born April 24, 1848, in Sweden, where he was
educated.
His parents were J. M. and Maria

Mr. Walberg was marC. (Jacobson) Jonsson.
ried to Susanna C. Munson at Galesburg, March
There were four children, Alma C, deS, 1873.
ceased; Robert J.; Mabel M.; and Laura A.,
deceased.
Mr. Walberg has been a grocer in
Galesburg for eighteen years. He is a Methodist. In politics, he is a republican, and has been
Alderman of the Third Ward for two terms.

'^^^^^^^^^^Ay

KNOX
WASHINGTON, JOHN HENRY;

Engineer;
Galesburg; born at Washington, Mason County,
Kentuclvy, March S, 1847. His father was John
Washington, and his mother was Louisa Nelson, both natives of Kentucky. Mr. Washington was educated in Ohio. He was married to
Mary F. Smith, November 25, 1869, at Galesburg. They have two children, John William,
and Hattie E. Mr. Washington lived in Kentucky until 1S63, when he removed to Clinton,
Ohio. He made three attempts to enlist in the
Union Army, but failed on account of his age.
He came to Galesburg in 1SG8, and soon entered the employ of Dr. J. V. N. Standish, with
whom he remained for seven years, a sufficient
proof of his efficiency. For twenty-one years,
he has been employed by the Republican Register in the capacity of engineer.

He

is,

also, a

good pressman, and is a member of the Pressmen's Union of Peoria. Mr. Washington is regarded as one of the leading colored men of
Galesburg, and is highly esteemed by all with
whom he has sustained business relations. He
is a member of the African Methodist Church,
and for ten years he was one of its Board of
Trustees.
He is a class-leader, and has been
Superintendent of the Sunday school. He is a
member of the Colored Masonic Lodge, No. 10.
and has for the last three years, been its Worshipful Master. He is Past Noble Father of the
In polities,
Little Bee Lodge, 1. O. of 0. F.
Mr. Washington is a republican, and has
recently been chosen one of the Board of
Supervisors.

WEIDENHAMER. JAMES HENRY; Engineer; Galesburg; born March 12, 1860. in SchuyHis parents were John
ler County, Illinois.
Jacob and Elizabeth (Glenn) Weidenhamer, of
Pennsylvania and Tennessee respectively; his
grandparents were John Weidenhamer of Pennsylvania, and Elizabeth M. (Lindemyer) Weidenhamer of Germany.
He was married in
Galesburg, October 6, 1881, to Mary Etta, daughter of Jesse Stout of Ohio, and Caroline (TayThey have three
lor) Stout, of Pennsylvania.
children, Jesse Roy; Bessie Belle, deceased; and
Mr. Weidenhamer's grandFreddie Glenn.
father was a farmer, and moved from Pennsyl
vania to Quincy. Illinois, at an early day. H
endured many hardships, not the least of whichi
was the dreadful scourge of cholera. He died
at the age of thirty years. His family was supported by his son. the father of James H.. who,
upon his marriage, settled in Schuyler County.
After removals to Murray, Keokuk Junction,
and Osceola, Iowa, he came to Galesburg in 1878,
and retired from business. Nine of his thirteen
children are living: John and William are rail-

way

U N

C

conductors; James Henry and Charles are
locomotive engineers; Fred D. is Chief Train
Dispatcher at Lincoln, Nebraska, and Albert E.
is a yardmaster at Kansas City.
James H. began work on his father's farm in Schuyler
(bounty, then went to Fowler and continued
farming for tw,-) years.
In March, 1878, he
went to Cherokee, Kansas, expecting to obtain
a position on the Memphis, Kansas and Colorado Railroad, but was disappointed. He sold
his prospects and in August, 1878, came to

\

1'

Galesburg, where he engaged as brakeman on
He bethe Chicago, Burlington and Quincy.
came conauctor in 1883, and engineer in September, 1888. He now runs on the "Kate" flyer
between Galesburg and Quincy. Mr. Weiden-

hamer

is

indenendent in

WEST, AMY ROOKS;

politics.

Galesburg; born Sep-

New York;
18i8, at Sempronlus,
She was
educated in the common schools.
married to John Gibbs West December 29, 1836,
union six
this
Of
at East Java, New York.
Charles, Lyman,
children grew to manhood:
tember

4,

Homer,

Ira,

Nehemiah, and Willard.

John

G.

West, son of John and Sallie (Woodcock) West,
was born January 21, 1812. He came to Galesburg in 1836, with the first settlers, and died
June 9, 1886. In religion, Mrs. West is a Congregationalist.

WHEELER, HARRY EDMUND; Mechanical
Engineer; Galesburg; born December 29, 1863,
in Monmouth, Illinois; educated at the International Correspondent's School at Scranton,
His parents were Elisha E.
Pennsylvania.
Mr. Wheeler
and Celestia (Hale) Wheeler.
was married in Galesburg, in April, 1892, to
Angle Corine Cummins. Their children are:
Mr. Wheeler is
Hazel, Blanch, and Erminie.
now chief engineer of the city waterworks.
WILLSIE. ALFRED N.; Engineer; Galeseducated
in the com1864;
April
24,
burg; born
mon schools. His parents were H. H. Willsie,
of Canada, and Betsy (Nichols) Willsie, of New
York. He was married in Galesburg, November 21, 1885, to Mata B. F. Baker. Mr. Willsie
began work for the Chicago, Burlington and
Quincy Railroad Company in 1880, as errand
boy in the master mechanic's office. He was
promoted to the position of foreman in 1890,
and engineer in 1892. January 1, 1899, he was
traveling fireman. He is a member of the
0. O. F., No. 487, and also of the Forresters.
Mr. Willsie is a republican, and keenly inv
grested_Japoliticalattairs.
President of the Gales->
ISy^ELL, vy
Turg "Brick and 'l'eri=a Cotta Company; Galesburg; born i^'ebruary 1, 1825, in Vermont:
educated in Vermont and Illinois. His parents
were John and Ada (Wilard) Wiswcll, of Vermont, the latter of Wardsborough; his paternal grandparents, Samuel and Saloma (Oaks)
Wiswell, and his maternal grandparents, Oliver
and Asneth Wilard, were of Massachusetts.
Mr. Wiswell was married November 18, 1851,
at Berwick, Warren County, Illinois, to Martha
She was born February 16, 1833, in
Sheldon.
Oneida County, New York. Their children are:
Laiirette
Wilard.
and
Sophronia,
Sarah
Augusta Gates. Mr. Wiswell is a member of /
_•
the Baptist Church. He is a republican.
YOUNG, NELS S.; Galesburg; born 1841 in

made
I.

yRU^

b

Sweden; came to Galesburg in 1864. He Is a
mason by trade, and worked for T. E. Smith for
In 1886, he entered upon the
twenty year?.
business of contracting mason. He owns a valuable farm in Knox County, and has a handsome residence on Kellogg street, Galesburg.
In 1876, Mr. Young was married to Hannah
Akeyson; they have two children, Samuel and
.\nna.

Part III.

TOWNS AND TOWNSHIPS.
A town

is

a poUtical, a township a physical,

They are often confounded, and

division.

in

custom

townships have
been, in some instances, referred to as towns in
history.
Townships are squares of
this
land,
each
containing
thirty-six
sections,
laid
off
by United States surveyors for
convenience in describing land.
So far as
this governmental survey is concerned, they
have no names, and are designated only
by their distance from principal meridians
and base lines. Towns, on the contrary, have
come to us from the political system of New
England.
They are units of government.
Whenever a county adopts township (really
town) organization three commissioners are appopular

deference to

pointed to lay out the towns. Then the voters
in each town meet and choose a town name.
Therefore, in naming their towns the voters
simply named the townships in which they
lived.
Thus Indian Point town exactly coincides with Township 9 North, Range 1 East.
Yet it is absolutely incorrect ever to speak of
Indian Point township, or of town 9 North,

Range

1

East.

Knox County

contains twenty townships, and
some years had the same number of towns.
owing to the division of Galesburg into
the town and city of that name, it now has
for

But.

twenty-one.

RIO TOWNSHIP.
By

E.

H. Goldsmith.

This portion of Knox County is situated in
the extreme northwest corner, the greater part
of

it

consisting of good

farming land, being

drained by Pope Creek, which flows
through the northern tier of sections, and vawell

Henderson River. About onefourth of the township was originally composed of timbered land, that bordering on Pope
Creek being rather poor in quality, while, on
the contrary, the timber along Henderson River
was excellent. Coal has been mined to a limited extent in tnis locality.
Stock-raising was
formerly the principal agricultural pursuit, but
of late years that industry has been superseded
by the raising of grain, there being at present
rious branches of

19.800 acres of

improved land, much of which

has been increased in value by

From

tilling.

would appear
white man to
townsnip, his arrival being closely
followed by Reece Jones and Joseph Halliday,
while John Cresswell came to Section 27 in
1832.
A stockade, the erection of which was
made necessary by the Black Hawk War, was,
in honor of Mrs. Cresswell, called "Fort Aggie."
all

that Joseph

available records

Rowe was

the

it

first

settle in the

John R. WooUev located a claim here in 1832,
and Samuel Brown arrived in 1S34. The latter
states that very little land was under cultivation at that time.

The following pioneers

set-

tled in the township m 1836:
Isaac M. Wetmore; John F. Wikoff, who journeyed from
Ohio on horseback and erected a cabin in the
woods west of the present homestead; George
W. Weir; Elsia Robertson, who once saw a
drove of more than fifty deer in this vicinity;
Larkin Robertson; Nelson and Lewis Coe; Samuel Melton: and P. W. Epperson.
Luther Fitch
came in 1840. Eber Moor and John L. Bloomfield arrived in 1845, and the Maxwell family

KNOX COUNTY,

796

Edar first lowere also early settlers.
cated in Knox County in 1832, removing to
born in Rio,
Heflin
was
Alexander
Rio in 1867.
and Mrs. Heflin's grandfather, John McMurtry,
Among
War.
Black
Hawk
participated in the
the pioneer business men were the Robson
in
extensively
engaged
who
were
brothers,
John

B.

Their sales averaged $400,000
raising.
annually for seven years.
April 5, 1835, witnessed the birth in the
township of the first white child, Thomas

cattle

Marion

GofE.

brated

the

On December

ter of

whom

still

29, 1836,

that

marriage,

first

Brown and Mary

(Polly)

survives.

of

was

The

first

cele-

Allen

McMurtry, the

S.

lat-

death was

that of Mrs. Mary Williamson McMurtry.
This part of Knox County was at one time
called North Prairie, but when the citizens

met on January 14, 1850, to name the townRio Grande was on every tongue— the
Mexican War having just come to a successful
termination and the first part of that name
was suggested as being appropriate to this region, more particularly so by reason of the
numerous streams with which it abounds. The
ship,

—

meeting, however, adjourned, leaving the question to be decided by the county officials, and
they, at the solicitation of Lewis Coe, deter-

mined on Rio as their choice.
The first town election was held April

5,

1853,

one hundred and four votes being cast for the
following successful candidates:
Reuben Heflin, Supervisor; Paul Hahn, Clerk; Lewis Goff,
Assessor;

Daniel

Robertson, Collector; Joseof the Poor; Larkin RobW. D. Epperson,

phus Hahn, Overseer

ertson, Justice of the Peace;

Constable; Samuel Brown, John Gibson and T.
J. Jones, Highway Commissioners.

The first school in the township was taught
by Mrs. Cresswell, at her home. There are now
nine school districts, comprising one graded
and eight ungraded schools, each of them having a library.
Of the former Miss Mary E.
Maley is principal, and Miss Mary A. Hurst
assistant, the enrolment numbering fifty pupils.
The nine frame buildings devoted to educational purposes are valued at $5,560, and the
libraries at $287.
Of three hundred and fiftynine persons under twenty-one years of age,
one hundred and eighty-seven attend the public

schools.

VILLAGES.
Rio Village was platted in 1871 by William
Robinson, and was first called Coburg, in honor
of the Coe brothers.
The pioneer store was

built and conducted by Messrs. Schroeder and
The postoffice was originally called
Owens.
North Prairie, Nelson Coe being the first postThe present incumbent of that posimaster.
tion is Frederick A. Landon, a very efficient
and courteous official. The business interests
of the village are in the hands of competent
and energetic merchants. H. F. Schroeder and
Company have a fine line of dry goods and
groceries, while Sexton and Landon have been
in the same business for about five years. Labar and Junk supply the people with hardware
and furniture; S. S. Bair conducts a grocery
and notion store; James G. Mansfield deals in
lumber and hardware; C. F. Peters carries on a
restaurant; Mead and Mead, a meat market;
and the Misses Junk and Fisher a millinery
The Rio Hotel is under the
establishment.
management of J. Van Arsdale; David Eiken is
the village smith, and also keeps a wagon
shop; and the elevator, which does an extensive business, is operated by Eraser and Gra-

ham.
Fraternally,

Rio

Township

is

well

repre-

and A. M.,
by D. C. Cregier,
G. M.; O. N. Miner, Secretary; Robert Deatherage, Master; Alexander Hefiin, S. W.; William Hair, J. W.; and the following charter
Joshua Bruner, M. Conley, F. A.
members:
Landon, Robert Robson, W. D. Wright, J. B.
Edgar, D. Robertson, C. I. Epperson, G. M.
Wetmore, J. Shankholtzer, R. Allgeyer, and M.
M.
The present officers are:
Shepherd.
S.
Dickerson, Master; Dr. J. N. Cox, S. W.; D. L.
Rowe, J. W. There are sixty-eight members.
Horeb Chapter, No. 4, A. F. and A. M., was
organized October 14, 1850, with these officers:
G. C. Lanphere, High Priest; E. S. Cooper,
King; J. M. Witt, Scribe. The charter was
issued by W. B. Warren and J. E. Anderson.
sented.

Blue Lodge, No.

was chartered October

1,

685, A. F.

1872,

The present officers are: L. J. Smith, High
Frank Campbell, King; N. Moody,
Priest;
The membership numbers one hun-

Scribe.

dred.

The Rio Lodge I. O. O. F., has twentymembers and occupies its own hall. The
were: L. S. Whitcomb, N. G.; H.
E. Whipple, V. G.; William Van Tassell, SecreThe officers
tary; J. C. McMurtry, Treasurer.
now serving are: D. Deatherage, N. G.; S.
five

first officers

Lovls, V. G.; G. A. Wier, Secretary; A. Larson,
Treasurer.

Rio Camp,
ings in

Modem Woodmen,

Odd Fellows

Hall.

holds

Its

meet-

The charter mem-

KNOX COUNT Y.
bers numbered sixteen and the initial officers
were: E. H. Schrieber, V. C; C. F. Peterson.
C; B. G. Peterson, B.; J. C. Egan, W. A. The
E. J. Tye, V.

present offlcars are:
Peterson,

C;

W.

A.

gren,

C;

C.

F.

W. Epperson, B.; Monie AlmThe Camp now has twenty-five

J.

members.
Chapter No. 313, 0. E. S., was organized
August 2, 1890, with twenty-one members and

present officers are:

W. M.; J. P.
The
Mary McMurtry, W. M.

Adam

P.;

Lizzie Schreiber,

these officers:

son. Secretary; Josephine Smith, Treasurer.

W.

Josephine Smith, A.
M.; Lois Epperson, Secretary; Ella Bair, TreasLittlefielU,

There are now fifty-two members, who
meet in the Masonic Hall.
urer.

The Home Forum has

a flourishing

Camp

in

Rio.

ADAMS, WILSON

Farmer; Rio Township: born in Indiana, September 22, 1834; educated in Illinois: his parents were James and
Sarah (Miller) Adams, of North Carolina. He
was married to Sarelda J. Rusk, in Knox
County, March 6, 1S56.
Their children are:
Rosa G., Henry M.. Ida R., Eddie A., E. Otis,
Sarah A., and Clyde W. Theron died in infancy. Mr. Adams is a member of the Methodist Church.
In politics, he is a democrat. He
has held the office of Road Commissioner.
BROWN, FRED SMITH; Farmer; Rio Township; born February 6, 1869. in Chicago, Illinois.
His parents were Thomas Brown. Jr., of London, England, and Emily (Ware) Brown, of
Williamstown, Vermont; his grandparents were
Thomas Biown of Kendal, England, and Priscilla (Smith) Brown of Maidenhead. England;
his maternal grandparents were Horace Ware
of Pormfret, Connecticut, and Persis (Chase)
Ware of Cornish, New Hampshire. His greatgrandparents were Frederic Ware of Westfield.
Connecticut, and Jermina (Manning) Ware of
Woodstock, Connecticut. Mr. Brown was married to Anna D. Robson. at Rio. Knox County,
Illinois. November
1895.
They have one
K.;

.5.

Mr. Brown
Congregational Church.
child, Grace.

is

a

member

of the

BROWN, JACOB EDWARD:

Teacher and
farmer; Rio Township, where he was born July
12, 1851; educated in Galesburg.
His parents
were Samuel and Elizabeth (Miller) Brown, of
Montgomery County, Indiana. His paternal
grandparents were Samuel Brown of Kentucky,
and Jane (Bell) Brown of New Jersey; his
maternal grandparents were Abraham Miller
of Tennessee, and Mary (Little) Miller.
Mr.
Brown was married to Elizabeth M. Oakes, in
Story County, Iowa. March 14, 1877. They have
five
nie,

children:

Athol, Talent, Elizabeth, JenIn politics, Mr. Brown is a
is a member of the Universalist

and Edna.

democrat.
Church.

He

CONRAD. CARL; Farmer; Rio Township;
bom March 15, 1848, in Brengetosta, Sweden.

His parents were Carl John and Anna Louisa
(Elstedt) Holt of Sweden; his paternal grandfather was John Lansy; his maternal grandfather was Peter Elstedt. Mr. Conrad married
Charlotte Granberg, February 22, 1872, in
WoodhuU. Nine children have been born to
them, Alfred Benjamin, David Amanuel, Gilbert Henry. Amanda Wilhelmina, Emily Augusta, Rosa Eilinda, Christian Lenne, Clara
Clara S. died
Sophia, and Anna Charlotte.
November 28, 1877, and Anna C. died December
Mr. Conrad is a republican. He is a
14, 1877.
member of the Lutheran Church.

COZIAHR, WILSON;

Rio TownTownship,
the common schools His parents were Ludwick and
Christian
(Brown)
Coziahr;
his
paternal
grandparents
were William and
Susanna
(George) Coziahr, and his maternal grandparents were Joe and Lydia (Harmons) Brown,
of North Carolina; his great-grandfathers were
Ludwick Coziahr and Abel Brown. Mr. Wilson
Coziahr was married to Emma Bowers in Ontario Township, October 2, 1873.
There were
ten children, five sons and five daughters; one
ship;

born

Farmer;

July

Knox County,

1S4G, Ontario
9,
Illinois; educated in

son is deceased.
Mr. Ludwick Coziahr came
with his wife and three children to Illinois in
1841, and settled in Henderson Township, then
removed to Ontario Township, and later to
Rio Township, where Mrs. Coziahr died April
15, 1899, at the age of eighty-one years.
Mr.
Wilson Coziahr is a Protestant. In politics,
he IS a democrat, and has served for a time as

Read Commissioner.

EDGAR. ARTHUR J.; Farmer; Rio Townborn in Walnut Grove Township, Knox
County. March 14. 1866; educated in Rio Township.
His parents were James B. Edgar of
Sangamon County. Illinois, and Lucinda (Kennedy) Edgar of Knoxville, Illinois.
His paternal grandparents, Samuel and Mary (LeFever) Edgar, were natives of Kentucky; his
maternal grandparents, Andrew and Mary
(Sheldon) Kennedy were born in New York.
In religion, he is a Protestant.
He is a democrat.
Mr. Edgar is a School Director and
ship;

Collector.

HALL, IRA R.; Farmer; Rio Township;
born November 18, 1829, at Java. Wyoming
County, New York; educated at the seminary
at Arcade. New York.
He is a member of the
Congregational Church.
He was married to
Mrs. Cynthia Ann Lyon, at Rio, Illinois. November

5,

1894.

He

enlisted in the

War

of the

Rebellion

foi- three years, Company A, SeventySeventh Illinois Volunteers, being mustered in
September 2, 1862. In politics, he is a repub-

lican.

FRANK

MELTON,
A.; Farmer; Rio Township; born April 20, 1875, in Rio, Illinois; educated in Rio, Wataga. and Galesburg. His parents were W. J. Melton, born in Ontario
Township, Knox County, and Mary (Knox)
Melton, born in Connecticut; his grandfather
He was married to
Alice N. Coziahr, at Rio, October 20, 1897. Mr.

was George W. Meltcn.

KNOX COUNTY.
Melton is in religion a Protestant.
he is a democrat.

In politics,

MAY, SAMUEL WELLS; Farmer and manufacturer; Rio Township; born

March

20, 1838,

in New York; educated in Knox College.
His
parents were Harvey Henry and Delia Duane
(Ray) May of Washington County, New York;
his grandparents were Ellis Nathaniel and
Mary (Wells) May of New York. Mr. May
was married to Elizabeth Hanan, in Fayetve
County, Pennsylvania, November 27, 1870. Mr.
May has held the office of Supervisor.] He is an
independent in politics. In religion, he is a
Presbyterian.

MOOR, ANGUS; Farmer; Rio Township;
born in Anson, Maine, February 8, 1835. His
parents, Eber S. and Lydia T. (Daggett) Moor,
were natives of Maine; his paternal grandparents were John and Susan Moor; his maternal
grandparents were George and Mary Daggett.
Mr. Moor came to Knox County with his parents
In
in 1844, and received his education here.
1859, he crossed the plains, and for seven years
mined in California, Idaho, and Montana, returning in 1866. On the journey he came in a
row boat down the Missouri River and from
Fort Benson to St Joseph's. After his father's
death, in 1879, Mr. Moor purchased the home
farm where he still resides. December 23, 1882,
Mr. Moor was married at Galesburg, to Lydia
F. Daggett Stevens, who was born in Atkinson,
Piscataqua County, Maine, June 17, 1844. Mrs.
Moor has, by an earlier marriage, six children:
Conrad, Jessie, George, Howard, Harry, and
Mr. and Mrs. Moor have one son,
J. Fred.
Don A. Mr. Moor is a republican.
OLSON,
farmer;
1846, in

CHARLES

W.;

Carpenter

and

Rio Township; born December 23.
Molmohus Land, Sweden; educated at

Hersef Soken, Sweden; his parents were Ola
and Elsie (Anderson) Person of Sweden. Mr.
Olson was married March 1, 1884, to Emma
Christine Selberg, :n Woodhull, Illinois. They
have eight children: Emil Gotfred, Hattie Melinda, Carl Harmon, Minnie Alvera, Esther

Madena, Hilma Clarence, Hartwick Albin, and
Walter William. Mr. Olson is a member of the
Lutheran Church. He is a republican.
STAFFORD, SAMUEL; Farmer; Rio Township; born in 1837, in Ireland; his ancestors
were from England and Ireland; his paternal
grandfather lived to the age of one hundred
and nine years. Mr. Stafford was married to
Lucinda Melton, in Oneida, Illinois, in 1867.
They have one son living, Guy M. Mr. Stafford
came to America in 1857, enlisted in the United
States Army, and served four years and seven
In
months.
In religion, he is a Methodist.
politics, he is a republican.
WEECH, JOHN; Farmer; Rio Township;
born August 1, 1856, in Somersetshire, EngHis paland; educated in Oneida. Illinois.
rents, Joseph and Martha (White) Weech. came
from England. He was married to Mary Woolley at Galesburg, January 20, 1883. Their children are:
Richard B., Mary Luella deceased.

Mr.
Inez Ann, John Glenn, and Walter S.
Weech's parents, with their five boys and five
After livgirls, came to Knox County in 1858.
ing in Walnut Grove Township for eight years,
they bought a farm of eighty acres, to which
they later added one hundred and twenty more.
They were thrifty people. The father died at
the age of flfty-eight years; the mother died at
the age of sixty-seven. John Weech worked on
the home farm till he was twenty-six years old,
when he married and settled on a farm in
Adams County, Iowa. After living in Iowa for
five years, he returned in 1884, to Knox County,
and bought his present farm of 260 acres; he
also owns 320 acres in Boone County, Nebraska.
Mr. Weech is a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church.
In politics, he is a republican,
and has been School Director. Mr. Weech is a
successful farmer.

WHITE, WILLARD JUSTIN; Rio; Physiborn April 19, 1872, in Wallingford, Vermont. He is the son of Dr. N. White, who was
for seventeen years President of Lombard University, Galesburg, Illinois.
His mother, Inez
(Ling), daughter of Lorenzo Ling, was born
Both parents are descendin Portland, Maine.
Doctor White first atants of the Pilgrims.
tended the public schools of Galesburg; at
twelve years of age he entered the preparatory
cian;

department of Lombard University, and at the
age of nineteen, graduated with the degree of
Bachelor of Arts in the class of 1891. Three
years later he received the degree of Master of
Arts.
After graduating, he taught school for
two years, then entered the office of Dr. Judd,
and in the Fall of 1893, entered Barnes Medical
College, St. Louis, Missouri, where, in 1895, he
received Junior first honors in the form of a
gold medal; he was also the recipient of two
special prizes. In 1896, he located at Rio, IlliIn religion. Dr. White is a Universalist.
nois.
He is a republican.

WIKOFF, WINN CONGER;
Township; born

in

Farmer;

Oneida, Illinois, June

Rio
29,

His father, Fred Z. WikofC, was a native
of Rio Township; his mother, Ida (Conger)
Wikoff, was born in Galesburg. His paternal
grandparents were John F. Wikoff, a native of
New Jersey, and Cornelia (Crane) Wikoff, a
native of New York; his maternal grandparents
were J. Newton and Elizabeth (Wheeler) Conger.
Mr. Wikoff graduated at Brown's BusiHe was married
ness College, Galesburg.
February 22, 1898, to Carrie D. Wetmore, of
Ontario. Mr. Wikoff is a republican.
1875.

WOOLLEY, DAVID

E.; Farmer; Rio Townborn near Ontario October 3. 1854; eduHis parents
in the common schools.
were John R. Woolley of Crawford County, Indiana, and Elizabeth S. (King) Woolley of Kentucky; his grandparents were Richard B. and
Nancy (Hughes) Woolley. He was married to
Maribah I. Means, October 20, 1878; they have
four children:
Arthur P.. Clarence O.. Eva
May and Rollo Ray. Mr. Woolley Is a Methodist.
In politics, he is a republican.

ship;

cated

^
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KNUX COUNTY.
ONTARIO TOWNSHIF.
By

A.

D. Metcalf.

the northern tier of townships in
Knox County, Ontario, stretches out, a broad
expanse of almost unbroken prairie. There are

Lying

in

and ths only hill is Pilot Knob.
This rises to a considerable elevation above
the surrounding country, and probably received its name from the circumstance that it
teif streams,

can be seen for a distance of several miles.
A grove of about eighty acres nearly
and is the only growth of
it,
covers
Notnatural timber found in the township.
withstanding the fact that it lies some two
miles to the south of the "Galena Trail," the
number of arrow heads found in the vicinity
has given rise to the belief that this hill was
once a favorite camping ground for the Indians.
The first settler was Alexander Williams,
who broke and fenced in twenty acres of land
on the northwest quarter of Section 30. in 1S33.
This property was subsequently purchased by
In 1S33, also came George W.
I. M. Wetmore.
Melton, who took up his home on Section 31.
living on the same farm for nearly sixty years,
and dying there in 1S91. Three years after his
arrival he married, and his daughter, Elizabeth now Mrs. Ralph Voris was the first
white child born in the township. Other early
settlers were the families of the Wetmores,
Cranes. Chapmans, Camps. Hollisters, Savages,
Moshers, and Powells most of whom had emigrated from Oneida County, New York.
Rude as were their surroundings, these

—

—

pioneers did not lose sight of the paramount
importance of education for their children, and
as early as 1839 the first school house was
built.
It was known as the "Camp schoolhouse," and was located on the northwest quarter of Section 32.
Its first teacher was Sally
Ann Belden, of Center Point, and among the
earliest pupils and teachers were Louis Burt,

James

who

lady
ii!g

Hammond and Harvey

was

is

now

Powell, with the

Mr. Powell's wife. The buildfor the holding of re-

alsj utilized

Wright usually offiSunday school was also taught

ligious services. Rev. S. G.
ciating.

here,

A

being

1841 and

first

Ward

organized in the Spring of
K. Hammond being Its first

Superintendent.
Prior to 1840, the people depended upon
Knoxville for both the receipt and sending of
mail matter. In that year the first postofflce

799

Ontario township was opened, with Edward
HoUister as postmaster.
Trading facilities in those early days were decidedly poor.
Farmers hauled their grain to
Peoria by wagon, and frequently drove their
live stock to Chicago on the hoof.
A general
store was opened in the southeast quarter of
Section 30 about 1840; and in 1845. I. M. Wetmore opened a store for the sale of dry goods
only on the same section, driving to New York
the year before and bringing back his stock by
teams.
The building in which Mr. Wetmore
conducted his business is still standing, on the
farm of Norman Fay. Another general store
was opened about 1853. by Miles and St. John.
Its original location was at the point known
as Ontario Corners, but in the Autumn of the
following year the firm removed to Oneida.
Their first store building is now owned by L.
B. Shedd.
in

A

noteworthy occurrence in the township's

early history

was a

elements, which

is

violent disturbance of the
well remembered by

still

many

of the older citizens as "the great storm
of June 5. 1844."
Nearly every house was un-

roofed, and it is Eaid that on the farm of T.
E. P. Wetmore only two fence posts were left
standing, while throughout the entire region
the loose soil which had been turned over by
the plowshare was sent swirling through the
air

in

eddving.

witness, Ezra

blinding clouds.
One eyeChapman, describes the storm's

general

appearance as resembling a wheel,
about one hundred feet in diameter, rapidly
rotating and advancing at the same time.

Township organization was

effected April

3,

meeting where I. M. Wetmore was
Moderator and W. J. Savage, Clerk. Previous
to that time Ontario had been associated with
Rio as a voting precinct. The first election
1S53. at a

resulted in the choice of Edward Crane as Supervisor; E. P. Brott, Collector; W. J. Savage,

Clerk: John Burt, Assessor; T. E. P. Wetmore,
Overseer of the Poor; G. W. Melton, James
Hammond and John Powell, Commissioners of

Highways; J. W. Crane and E. C. Brott, ConEzra Chapman and S. E. Mosher, Jus-

stables;

tices of the Peace.

justice in a

The

first officer to

dispense

minor court had been Royal Ham-

The name "Ontario" was selected In
memory of the lake near whose bosom many
of the early settlers had had their home In
mond.

childhood and youth.
The present officers are: G. L. Stevenson,
Supervisor: L. W. Ewing, Clerk: L. E. Olson,

KNOX COUNTY.
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C. E. Bennett, Collector; G. E.

Fred-

John M. Peterson and C. B. Wetmore,
Commissioners of Highways.
It is a fact worth mentioning that the roads
of this township, with one exception, are all
on the section lines.
ricks,

Reference has already been made to the
anxiety of the settlers to establish schools.
They were no less ready to make sacrifices for
the advancement of religion. The first church
organization to be formed was that of the
Presbyterians, in 1840, but this is now extinct.
A Congregational Church was founded August
12, 1848, with seventeen members, the first pasA building was
tor being Rev. D. Todd.

and dedicated (November 4) in 1851.
The congregation also owns a comfortable parerected,

sonage. Rev. Charles Slater is the present pasIn 1851, a "Union" church edifice was
tor.
erected, which, three years later, passed into
the hands of the Baptists, who still control it.
Rev. R. M. Wilbur was the first, and Rev.

William H. Dickman

is

the present, pastor.

In

Christian denomination built a
church edifice in Section 2, at a cost of two
This was thirteen years
thousand dollars.
1866,

the

after the organization of the society, by Samuel
Croy. A parsonage is situated conveniently to
the church, and the minister in charge of the

fold is Rev. G. A. Brown. Some detailed reference to the churches in Oneida will be found in
the paragraphs devoted to the history of that
city.

The township

is

strongly republican in poliwas intensely

and in the ante-bellum days
The
anti-slavery in sentiment.
tics,

old

"under-

ground railway" ran through it, Galesburg and
Cambridge being important stations on the line.
In Ontario, Horace Powell, and C. F. Camp
may be said to have occupied the positions of
conductor and depot-master respectively.
During the War of the Rebellion the people
were fervently loyal. One hundred and ninetysix men went to the front from Ontario Township.

Several

of

them achieved
Some

and many never returned.

distinction,
of the

com-

missioned officers who rose from lower places
were Brevet Brigadier General F. S. Smith,
Brigadier General David R. Clendenin, Colonel
N. H. Walworth, and Captain O. Powell, while
to give a detailed record

of individual valor

would be well-nigh tantamount
the roster of enlistment.

to duplicating

The women

of the

township were no less devoted than the men,
and Ontario gained an enviable prominence in

the record of hospital supplies sent forward to
the defenders of the integrity of the Nation.

The following named citizens of the township
have represented the legislative district in the
General Assembly: A. S. Curiis, 1878-80; O. P.
Cooley, 1884-90; Frank Murdoch, 1892-98.

ONEIDA.
The

OnTownship. Charles F. Camp may be said
have been its first resident, and it was he
who platted the original village, on September
1, 1854, in connection with B. S. West and S.
V. R. Holmes.
Before Christmas of that year
it had become a railway station, and a hotel
was built the same winter. The first house in
Oneida, however, was built by Jackson Rogers,
and is now owned by Rev. Mr. Swansen. The
growth of the early town was very gradual,
city lies in the southeastern part of

tario

to

there being only eight resident families at the
its first year.
These were those of C. F.

end of

Camp,
Kenny,
B.

J.

S.

Child.

J.

Rodgers, C.

W.

Robertson, John

Cooley, John Eckley, M. Osgood and
The promoters of the enterprise,

however, were not idle. A monster Fourth-ofJuly picnic was held in 1855, at which between
nine and ten thousand persons were present,
and dinner was free to all comers.
The question of incorporation as a village
was agitated early, having been discussed at a
meeting held on December 3, 1858. It was thea
resolved to submit it to popular vote on December 24, and the ballot stood forty-seven in
favor of and eighteen against incorporation.

On January

7 following, trustees were elected
C. F. Camp, H. L. Sage, J. M.
Brown. J. M. Henning and W. B. LeBaron, the
gentleman last named being subsequently
chosen president of the Board by his fellow
members.
In 1869 the General Assembly incorporated
Oneida as a city, with greatly extended municipal limits.
The officers chosen at the first

as follows:

charter election, held April 5, 1869, were: F. G.
Jelliff, Mayor; George H. Vorce, City Clerk; J.

and G. L. StephenThe first Board of Aldermen was
composed of D. D. Martin, R. Bristol, E. J.
Petersen and E. Bennett. One of the beneficent
A. Pratt, Police Magistrate;

son, Marshal.

provisions of the charter was the prohibition
of the sale of liquor within the city limits, the
effect of which is shown in the character
who have been drawn to the
and in the good order which prevails. The
present city officers are: L. M. Nash, Mayor;

good

of the residents

city
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KNOX COUNTY,
and L. W. Ewing, Clerk. Aldermen: Frank
Hosier, Frank Epperson, James McGrath, T.
Haon, William Stephenson and Dr. Z. H. McClanahan. A Board of Education is also in
office, composed of D. McConchie, President;
F.

D.
C.

S.

Stephenson,

Secretary;

F.

Camp

1854,

with

The first school
Mary Allen West being

as postmaster.

house was built
the teacher.

Mitchell,

R.

J.

W. Westland and H. W. Crane.
Oneida was made a postoffice in

It

in 1855,

was known as

the

"South"

School, and the building was used for all sorts
In ffct, so various were the uses
of purposes.
to which it was put that it came to be popularly

"Freedom Hall." On week-day evenings
was always available for political meetings,

called
it

singing schools or intinerant shows; while on
Sundays the members of three different denominations praised God with more or less
The
regular alternation beneath its roof.
building was ultimately bought by the Ad-

—

ventists,

who

used

it

—

as a house of worship

for several years, until their organization dis-

banded.

Something has been already said
to the

in reference

church history of the township, but

it

may

be supplemented by a very brief reference
to churches in Oneida. On May 4, 1863, a Pres-

byterian church was organized, under authority
of the Presbytery of Schuyler, at the school
in District No. 3.
In 1865, it was reorganized at Oneida. The congregation erected
a house of worship, which was "blown down in
1868 but soon afterwards rebuilt, and a parsonage added.
In all, Oneida has had five
churches, three of which are still extant. The
Lutherans organized a church there in 1863.
with Rev. S. G. Abraham as pastor.
It had
once twenty-five members, but has ceased to
exist.
The Universalists developed some
strength as the town grew, but their house of
worship was burned in January, 1867. It was
rebuilt, but was later destroyed by a tornado.
The same storm lifted the Baptist meetinghouse from its foundation, and neither of these
structures was ever repaired. A Congregational
church was organized on December 22, 1852, by
a council consisting of J. Blanchard, who presided: Rev. Dr. Edward Beecher, Rev. Jeremiah
Parker and others.
A church building was
erected in 1855 at a cost of about four thousand
dollars, and the congregation has since built
a
parsonage, at an outlay of twenty-five hundred dollars. The first pastor was Rev. H.
C.
Abernethy, who remained in Oneida tor ten

house

years.

Rev.

W.

S.

Pritchard

is

the

present

minister.

church organization, under the direction of Rev. R. N. Moore,
The
but did not build a church until 1863.
structure then erected cost three thousand, five
hundred dollars. Rev. L. P. Crouch was the
pastor.
first, and Rev. Mr. Graves is the present
The city supports an excellent graded school,

The Methodists formed

a

which enjoys a well deserved reputation for the
character of the
brick,

two
and

work done.

The building

stories in height, with a

is

of

basement

of

heated by steam. It was erected
in 1870, at a cost of fourteen thousand dollars.
R. V. Field is the Principal, and the corps of
assistants is composed of Misses Ella Rowe.
Lizzie Talbot and Mary Gavin.
stone,

is

There are two grain elevators, one of which
owned and operated by G. W. Barnett, while
the other (known as the Farmers' Elevator) is
is

owned by farmers and conducted by

L.

B.

DeForest, under a lease.

by the Oneida
State Bank and the firm of Anderson and
Murdoch. The former was incorporated under
the State banking law in 1891, with a paid-up

Banking

facilities are afforded

Its stockholders number
of $25,000.
twenty-three.
A. D. Metcalf is President; G.
President;
and W. D. Patty,
Vice
Fittard,
K.
Cashier. The old Oneida Exchange Bank was a

capital

private institution, and was founded in 1857 by
He soon disposed of his banking
O. Sharp.

W. L. Hubbard. The latChicago in 1867, and the bank
hands of J. B. Conyers, who
sold it, in 1872, to J. N. Conger. In 1877 it was
bought by A. B. Anderson and Frank Murdoch,
who have conducted it ever since under their
firm name.
The people of Oneida are both enterprising
and prosperous. Three times the business part
of the city has been laid in ashes, and three
times the courage of the citizens has proved
business by a sale to

ter

removed

to

passed into the

equal to the task of restoration.

Pleasant, well-

for homes are numerous, and the inhabitants exhibit great interest in preserving
the reputation for beauty which the place en-

cared

joys.

The history of journalism in Oneida is of
The first paper to appear
especial interest.
was the Oneida News, which was started, in
1876, by a boy named Arthur W. Ladd, and
the issue was "run off" on a three dollar press.
In 1882 J. C. Montgomery began publishing
In 1883
the Oneida and Neighborhood News.

;

KNOX
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C

bought this paper, and
Oneida News. Three years
its name to the
afterward he recovered it to Montgomery,

UNT

and subsequently it was discontinued. The
Oneida Dispatch was founded by O. B. Kail
and D. C. Porter in 1880. In 1882 Kail (who
had bought Portei-'s interest in the business)
began the publication of the Woodhull Dispatch.
In 1886, M. A. Chesly bought out Mr.
Kail; and in 1894 he took B. J. Dunlap into
partnership, and in 1895 the name again became
the Oneida Dispatch. In 1897 Chesly and Dunlap sold out to Burgess and White.
Various societies have lodges, or branches,
The Masonic Order established its
at Oneida.
first lodge on March 26, 1860, and is in a flourishing condition. The lodge owns the fine brick
building in which its handsomely furnished
The present officers are; P.
hall is situated.
Murdoch, M.; John Anderson, S. W.; Albert
Miller,

J.

W.

Frank McConchie,

;

S. D.;

Thomas

Hosier, J. D.; A. J. Miller, Secretary; A. B.
derson, Treasurer; and R. Mihoy, T.

The
1857.

An-

appeared on October 15,
The charter was surrendered in 1861, but
I.

0. O. F. first

The
the lodge was reinstalled June 3, 1874.
present officers are: O. L. Higgins, N. G.; Nels
Newlander, V. G.; L. W. Ewing, Secretary; A.
Anderson, Treasurer.
of the Eastern Star also has a
flourishing lodge, chartered January 15, 1889,
with twelve members. The present membership

numbers

thirty-five.

The

first

officers

Miss Kittie Brainard, W. M.; C. G.
were:
Graved, W. P.; Mrs. Eliza Hosier, A. M.; F. T.
The present officers are:
Prouty, Secretary.
Mrs. J. B. Colton, W. M.; E. Marche, W. P.;
Mrs. E. L. Miller. A. M.; G. L. Stephenson,
Treasurer; W. A. Brainard. Secretary.

The Oneida Camp

of the

Modern Woodmen

America was chartered May 25, 1888, with
nine members. This membership has been inA.
creased to eighty. The first officers were:
of

Henry
The
Whitcomb, C.
C.
H. W. Crane, V. C;

McConchie. V. C; G. E. Barnett.
Clifford,

E.

B.;

S.

W.

A.;

present officers are:
J. W. Talbot, W. A.; L. E. Olson, E. B.;

W.

S.

Crane, C.

There

is

also a branch of the

Home Forum

The charter members
Oneida.
twelve, and the present membership

at

teen.

The

officers

are:

G.

L.

numbered

is sevenStephenson,

Whitcomb, Vice President;
F. Whitcomb, Historian; S. C. Whitcomb, Medical Examiner; A. R. St. John, Secretary.
President;

S.

C.

ALLEN.

Judson Wright Allen, son of Barber and
Mary (Chappel) Allen, was born in Cayuga

New York, June 14, 1830. Barber Allen was born in Massachusetts, and was a soldier in the War of 1812. J. W. Allen received
His first effort at
his education in Galesburg.
self-support was when, in the early pioneer
days, as a teamster he hauled pork from Galesburg to Peoria. He afterwards bought a farm
of -four hundred acres in Ontario Township,
part of which he later disposed of, and bought
land near Oneida, to which he gradually added,
until he owned a farm of 330 acres of improved
land.
Mr. Allen was married in Knox County
December 4, 1856, to Nancy W. Kiger. Four
children have been born to them: William L.
Mrs. Mary Mitchell; Mrs. Jessie E. Kourthour;
and Mrs. R. Hose Brainard, who died at the age
Mr. Allen is a well informed
of twenty-one.
and broad-minded man. Among his many interests, aside from nis duties as a progressive

County,

and up-to-date farmer, may be mentioned the
subject of education, to the advancement of
which he has given much time and attention.
He is a member of the Congregational Church,
of which he was a trustee for twelve years. In
politics, he is a republican, and was Supervisor
for four years. 1882 to 1886, during which period
the present handsome court house at Galesburg
was erected. He has been Alderman of Oneida
for twelve years, which is but one of the many
evidences he has received of the confidence and
esteem of his fellow citizens.

HENRY WETMOKE CRANE.

B.

The order

Y.

JIDSO WRIOHT

T. B. Phillips

Henry Wetmore Crane, son of James W. and
Cornelia L, (Wetmore) Crane, was born in Ontario Township, Knox County. Illinois, July 7,
1859.
The family is of English descent, their
history in this country dating back to early
times in New England. The parents of James
W. Crane were born in Connecticut, and setimmediately after their marriage, in
tled,
Oneida County, New York. James W. was the
fourth child and second son in a family of six
children.
The family came to Ontario Township in June, 1837, and settled on an unbroken
prairie, where they made a farm, and where
the father of James W. died in 1848, and the
mother in 1854. The parents of Cornelia L.
lived and died in New York State,
where her father was a successful merchant.
She came to Knox County about two years be-

Wetmore

fore her marriage.

Henry W. Crane was the oldest

son,

and was^

educated in the Oneida High School, and in
Knox College, Galesburg. He was married in
Henry County, Illinois, September 25, 1882,
to Carrie Wood Stickney;
they have three
children: Zina S., Mary Ann and James Henry.
Mrs. Crane's parents were Henry and Mary

(Wood) Stickney. old residents of Henry
now deceased. Mrs. Crane was born in
Henry County, and received her education in

County,

Knox

College, Galesburg.

Mr. Crane was one of the organizers of the
Oneida State Bank, and has ever since been

'
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Board of Directors and also a member
of the Finance Committee; he is also a farmer,

on

its

or,

more

especially, a

manager

of farms, as he

rents his own farm and that of his wife, and
resides in Oneida, of which place he has been
a prominent citizen since 188S. He keeps his
land in a high state of cultivation by rotation
of crops, having always at least one-third of the
area in pasture, or meadow, and taking a
share of the crop instead of a money rent, has
proved for him an element of success.
In politics, Mr. Crane is independent.
He
has been a member of the Board of Education,
an Alderman and Mayor, to which office he
was elected in 1895, and which, by re-election,
he has held to the present time. He is a mem-

ber of the Baptist Church of Ontario, and is a
progressive,
public
spirited

thoroughgoing,
citizen.

JAMES WILSOX CRANE.
of Zina and Harriet
in
Marcy, Oneida
His parents were born

James Wilson Crane, son
Crane, was born

(Hall)

County, April
in

20, 1829.

Durham, Connecticut, and died

in

Knox

County, the father aged sixty-three and the
mother fifty-eight years. His paternal grandparents were Frederick and Anna (Babcock)
Crane, and on his mother's side. I^uther and
Harriet Hall, all of whom were born in Connecticut.

Zina Crane, before coming West with his
family in June, 1S37, purchased three hundred
and twenty acres of unbroken prairie land in
Knox County, to which he added one hundred
and sixty acres of timber land. In coming to
Knox County he followed the example of Rev.
Geovge W. Gale, of Oneida County, and one
of the founders of Galesburg.
He assisted in
the organization of Ontario Township, and was
interested in educational matters, and with
Charles F. Camp, now deceased, built the first
school house near Ontario Corners. In politics
he was a whig
James W. Crane came with his father to
Knox County and became a farmer and stockraiser.
He attended the common schools for a
short time, but received the principal part of
his education by his own efforts. He was married in Ontario Township, May 29. 18.54, to
Cornelia L. Wetmore. daughter of Jesse and
Louise (Holmes) Wetmore. She was born in
Oneida County, New York, September 5, 1833.
They have three children. Henry W.. now living in Oneida; Frank, a resident of Cummings,
Traill County, North Dakota; and Carl S., now
living at the old homestead.
In early times Mr. Crane drove his stock to
Galena, thirty or forty days being required to
make the trip. He at one time added one hundred and fifty turkeys to his drove of hogs
which were killed and sold to the miners. It is
said that Mr. Crane is the oldest resident of
Ontario Township; he is certainly one of the
best known and most influential" farmers in
Knox County. He has a farm of two hundred
and forty acres of choice land, a fine residence
and convenient farm buildings. He has been

Y.

very successful in his business, and formerly
had large land interests in North Dakota,
which he sold to his son Frank, who resides
in that State.

In politics, Mr. Crane is independent.
He is
an attendant, of the Unitarian Church. He has

traveled extensively

in the United States, is
broad and liberal in his views, and is greatly
respected and honored wherever he is known.

JOSEPH FISHER.
Joseph Fisher, son of David and Jane (MorFisher, was born May 27, 1831, in Somersetshire, England. His parents were of English
birth, and came to Summit County, Ohio, when
Joseph was three years old. In 1838 the family
removed to Mercer County. Illinois, and in
1S41 they settled in Clover Township, Henry
County, where the father ran a saw mill. After
the death of his father, and his burial
in
Andover Cemetery, which occurred in January,
1844, Joseph and his mother came to Knox
County, settling first in Sparta Township, but
later purchased a farm of eighty acres in Ontario Township, where the mother died, aged
seventy-four years.
Joseph Fisher was educated in the common
schools of Ohio and Illinois. He was married
October 20, 1852, to Emily, daughter of Woodford Fisher, of Kentucky, who was an old settler of Knox County.
She died November 15,
1888, aged fifty-four years, leaving an adopted
ris)

daughter, Nellie.
Mr. Fisher was again married, October 30.
1890, in Knox County, to Elizabeth, daughter
of Vile and Jane (Kember) Pittard, who came
from England to Chicago in 1854, and in 1855
removed to Knox County, where they died in
Ontario Township.
Mr. Fisher and his wife own eighty and one

hundred and sixty acres of land, respectively,
in tracts adjoining

each other, making a

fine

farm of two hundred and forty acres. He has
been a farmer all his life. He is a republican
and has held several local offices.
Mr. and
Mrs. Fisher attend the Ontario Congregational
Church, of which Mrs. Fisher is a member.

GUSTAV ERIC FREDERICKS.
Gustav Eric Fredericks, son of Charles and
Inga Charlotte Fredericks, was born October
23, 1852, in
the Province of Ostergotland,
Sweden.
His parents were both born in
Sweden, his father in Ostergotland. He came
with his parents to this country, reaching Knox
County. Illinois, July 17, 1857. They lived two
years in Galesburg. and then moved to Soperville. Henderson Township, where they resided
on a timber farm from 1S.19 to 18(17, when they
removed to Log City, remaining there until
1870. then they removed to Ontario Township,
where they bought a farm of one hundred and
sixty

acres

tor

$13,000.

In

1878

the

parents

removed to Altona. Walnut Grove Township.
Gustav E. bought the farm on Section 11, adjoining the old homestead, in 1896. where he

now

resides.

farmer,

The father was a very

and owned

five

successful

hundred and twenty
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acres of land. He lives in Altona, aged eightytwo years, respested and honored by all who
know him. His wife died January 11, 1892,
aged seventy-four years.
Gustav E. Fredericks was married in Ontario Township, February 26, 1876, to Ida Matilda

Walgreen,

daughter

of

vValgreen,
who were
the farmers of that vicinity.

Johanna

among

and
prominent

Nels

P.

The

chil-

dren born to Mr. and Mrs. Fredericks were:
Mrs. Clara A. Swanson, Mollie C. O., Fanny C,
Jennie, Emma R., Minnie, Henrietta, Hilda C,
Clarence N.; Herbert A. and Carl E., both deceased.

Mr. Fredericks has been one of the most
progressive farmers in the county. He bought
the first self-binder, and the first traction enHe is considered
gine in Ontario Township.
one of the best threshers of grain in that part
of the country, having been engaged in the
was
fourteen
business since he
years of age.
He has threshed the grain on some farms in

neighborhood for twenty-seven years, and
has made a careful study of all kinds of farm
implements and machinery.
Politicaly, Mr. Fredericks is a republican,
and has been Road Commissioner twelve years.
In religious belief he is a Lutheran, and has
been a trustee of the Lutheran Church at Alhis

tona.

in June, 1881.

Mr. Hammond has been a hard worker, frequently doing two days' work in one, and he
soon became an influential citizen. In 1867 he
built a most substantial dwelling of brick, with
double walls, selecting the wood for the inside,
oak, ash and curled walnut, from timber cut
on his own farm. Much of the furniture was
made to order, and the whole establishment is
the pride of the county as well as of the township.
He has never speculated, but has been
uniformly successful in his operations, and he
attributes his good fortune to frugality and
hard work. He raised fine stock, and had one
of the first herds of Galloway cattle in the
county.
He has been a prominent figure
among the farmers of Knox County for many
years.
He was Supervisor several years and
has held different school offices. In politics he
is a republican, and in his church relations a
Congregationalist.
Mr. Hammond has traveled extensively in the
United States, and spent two and a half years
in

Tehama County.

California,

where he owns

a fruit farm.

HUtfH M. MITCHELL.

JAMES HAMMOND.
James Hammond was born July 7, 1824, in
Medina County, Ohio. His father, Theodore
Hammond, was born near Hartford, Connecticut, and his mother, Rebecca (Farnham) Hammond, was also a native of Connecticut; her
grandfather was John Farnham. of the same
State; she died November 4, 1824.
Mr. and
Mrs. Theodore Hammond moved to Summit
County, Ohio, in ISIO, and Mr. Hammond removed to Illinois in 1844. The grandparents
of Mr. James Hammond were Jason Hammond,
of Bolton, Connecticut, and
Rachel (Hale)

Hammond,

Park
born to Mr. and Mrs. Hammond were:
Henry, deceased; Charles Camp, deceased; Edwin Powell, deceased; Ella M.; Fannie C; and
Ira E. Fannie C. graduated from Knox College

of G-lastonburg. Connecticut.

Mr. James Hammond was reared on a farm,
and was educated in a log school house at
Hammond Corners. Bath, Ohio. At the age of
twenty years he came to Knox County, Illinois,
in the company of Royal Hammond, a cousin
of his father. He located in Ontario Township,
and herded sheep. In 1850, he bought one hundred and sixty acres of land of Knox "College,
in Section 33, Ontario Township, and converted
the tract into a model farm on which he has
spent most of his time for the last half century.
He was married in Ontario Township, October
7. 1847,
to Susan Porter Powell, daughter of
John and Maria (Wilson) Powell. Mrs. Hammond was born near Utica, New York, and in
1836 came to Knox County with her uncle.
Charles F. Camp, a prominent and enterprising
citizen. She died March 16. 1897, aged seventyfive years.
She was an estimable woman, a
member of the Congregational Church, in Ontario Township, which she helped to establish;
she was charitable, a good neighbor, and a loving, faithful wife and mother.
The children

Hugh M. Mitchell was a native of Ohio, and
was born in Harrison County, May 25, 1820.
His father was John Mitchell, who lived in his
early years in Washington County, Pennsylvania. He was a man of strong intellect and
was educated in the common schools of his
native State.
At an early date, he went to
Ohio, and married Margaret McGee, a native
of Jefferson i^.ity, Ohio.
Both parents were of
Irish descent, and after marriage settled in
Harrison County, when it was almost an unbroken wilderness, here they lived long and
industrious lives, and at last, transformed the
wild land on which they had settled into a fine
farm. They raised a family of eleven children.
Mr. Mitchell was a soldier in the War of 1812.
Hugh M. Mitchell partook of some of the

marked characteristics of his father. He was
endowed with a good intellect and a sound
judgment.
He was educated in the common
schools, showing the same perseverance there
as was exhibited m the business affairs of his
after life.
He remained on the home farm
until he was twenty-four years of age, when he
married and settled on a forty-acre tract of
broken, hilly land.
By his industry and
economy, he prospered, and saved a sufficient amount of means to purchase a large
farm, on which he moved in 1847. To his farming, he added, in 1853, the business of keeping
a tavern for the accommodation of travelers,
which proved to be very lucrative. Here a
small village sprang up. and after the Postoffice was established, he was appointed Postmaster, holding the office for twelve years.
Mr. Mitchell was not pleased with this
double-headed business of keeping an inn and

"^JC.^^C^^^sJ.^
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the
farming.
He hid a great fondness
farm. So he resolved to engage wholly in that
occupation.
He sold out and came to Knox
County in the Fall of 1864. He bought a farm
for

Township, where he lived until 1871.
Here
to Ontario Township.
he purchased a farm of about three hundred
acres, making his landed possessions in the
two townships of Sparta and Ontario about six
hundred acres. At the same time he owned a
nice residence in Oneida. Thus from small beginnings, he became one of the wealthiest
farmers in Knox County.
Mr. Mitchell was no ordinary man. Endowed
with a good intellect and traineil in the habits
of industry and economy, he soon rose to a condition of affluence. His business judgment was
unerring and his attention to duty never
flagged.
Tne path of rectitude he saw before
him. and from it, he never turned aside. He
was just and generous, and lived a life that becomes a man. His religious faith was Presbyterian.
Both he and his wife were members
of that church.
Politically, he was a Jeffersonian democrat.
He firmly believed in the
in Sparta

when he removed

principles of that party.
Mr. Mitchell was married

March

19, 1844, to

Nancy Nash.

Her parents were farmers in
Pennsylvania, and when she was but a child,
removed to Harrison County, Ohio, where they
lived and died.
They had a family of seven
children, consisting of two sons and five daughters.
The wife of Hugh M. Mitchell, was a
most estimable woman and was born August 9,

U

To Mr. and Mrs.

were born six
children, five so is and one daughter.
Three
sons and the daughter are deceased. John R.
is a resident of Oneida. Illinois, and owns a
farm in Ontario Township; Samuel P. resides
on a farm north of Oneida: Hugh Parks was a
farmer in Gage County, Nebraska, for a number of years, but later was in the employ of
the Iowa Central Railroad Company: and J.
Calvin was the founder and editor of the
Keithburg Times. The greatest legacy that Mr.
Mitchell left his children was a good education.

They attended

He

died

Mitchell,

either Knox or Monmouth
November 2. 1898.

col-

JOH> RAYMOM» MITCHELL.
John Raymond Mitchell, son of Hugh M. and
A. (Nash) Mitchell, was born August
Harrison County, Ohio.
1847,
in
The
13,
Mitchell
family were emigrants from the
North of Ireland, and of Scotch descent. Hugh
M. Mitchell was born in Harrison County. May
26, 1820. and was married, March 14, 1844, to
Nancy A. Nash, born in the same county, and
daughter of William and Hannah (Drummond)
Nash,

of Pennsylvania.
in the Fall of

He came
1864.

and

to

Knox

located

in

Sparta Township, a mile and a half east

of

Wataga. He resided there from 1S64 to 1871.
and then moved to Section 23, Ontario Township, where he had a large farm.
He after-

ward went
November

to Oneida, where his death occurred
1898,
The paternal grandparents

2,

^

.

of John R, Mitchell were John and Margaret
(.McKie) Mitchell, both born in Westmoreland
County, Pennsylvania. He was a soldier in the
War of 1812, and settled in Harrison County,
Ohio, when the country was a wilderness.
The education of John R. Mitchell was begun
in the common schools of Ohio, and completed
in Wataga, Illinois, to which State he came
He was
with his father in the year 1864.
brought up a practical farmer, and owns a
very fine farm of three hundred and twenty
He was married
acres in Ontario Township.

Oneida March 23, 1876, to Anna Jennett
Muir, daughter of Thomas and Martha J. Fin(Heagyl Muir. They have four children,
Vlda May, Maurice Finley, Anna Myrtle and
Nannie Grace. Mr. Muir was born in Creeton,
Scotland, December 12, 1826, and emigrated
in

ley

Knox County.

Illinois, in
1839 with his
McCornack.
stepfather, Samuel
settled first near Knoxville, where
they had a saw mill. Mr. Muir was a clerk in
the store of John Johnston, a well known merchant of Knoxville. He was married October
24, 1853, lived in Nebraska City, Nebraska, a
year, and returned to Oneida, where, after an
active and useful life, he died, aged fifty-eight
He was an elder in the Presbyterian
years.
Church at the age of twenty-five: a Sunday
school superintendent, and leader of the choir
many years. His children by his first marriage were Anna Jennett and Thomas F. By a
second marriage, to Mrs. Sarah Hutchinson,

to

mother

and

The family

there

were two children,

Sarah

Louisa

and

Ella.

In politics, Mr. Mitchell has been a republican since 1869, casting his first vote for General Grant, and is a firm believer in republican

For many years he has been an
principles.
active member of the Presbyterian Church, and
has, for a number of years, taken especial inAt
terest in educational matters in Oneida.
Iiresent Mr. Mitchell rents his farm and quietly
enjoys the results of his previous labor.

WILLLVM

J.

MOSHER,

Mosher, son of S. Emerson and
Mosher. was born in Paris,
New York, August 9, 1841. His
paternal great-grandparents were John Mosher,
born in New London, Connecticut, and ElizaMosher, born in Groton,
beth (Lawrence)
Massachusetts, and on his mother's side, Henry
(Parmalee)
Crane,
born
in
and Jerusha
Durham, Connecticut. His grandparents were
Josiah Mosher, born in Pepperel, Massachusetts, and Rebecca (Doolittle) Mosher, born in
New London, Connecticut, and on the mother's
side, Henry and Octavia (Hungerford) Crane,
the former born in Durham, Connecticut, the
His parents,
latter in Litchfield, New York,
S. Emerson and Mary (Crane) Mosher, were
born in Oneida County, New York. They were
married in Paris, Oneida County, where they
resided till 18.51. He was a carpenter, and was

William

Mary

J.

(Crane)

Oneida County,

Nancy

County

'1'

A'

Mary

1820.

lege.

C U

also interested in a saw mill and grist mill.
He was a school teacher twenty years, a captain in the militia, and was always known as
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E. Mosher." He was a man greatly
respected for nis integrity. His father, Josiah,
was a soldier in the Revolutionary War. and
served in his brother John Mosher's company.
Captain S. E. Mosher removed to Illinois, the
family arriving in Galesburg, May 6, 1851,
where many of the pioneers were known to
them. They soon settled in Ontario Township,
locating on Section 32. and brought under cultivation the far!Q now owned by William J.
Mosher. S. E. Mosher was Justice of the Peace
many years, holding that office to the close of
his life.
He died in Galesburg, February 23,
1867, aged fifty-nine years.
His wife died
March 10. 1857, aged forty-two years.
Mr. William J. Mosher was educated at Knox
College and at the Business College of Galesburg, and of the latter institution he was the
first graduate.
He was married in Ontario
Township, November 26, 1868, to Sarah E. Wetmore, daughter ol Theodore P. Wetmore. Three
children have been born to them:
Grace Eve-

"Captain

S.

Cornelia Alice and George Emerson.
Grace E. graduated from Knox Conservatory
line.

Mr. Mosher is a republican, and has been
School Trustee twenty-one years. He is owner
and manager of the factory of the Ontario
Cheese Company, located on his farm, which
was established by Samuel Chapman, who sold
out to the present company.

WILLIAM

J.

PITTARD.

William J. Pittard, son of Job and Mary
(Thomas) Pittard, was born in Ontario Township, March 14. 1850.
His parents were born
in Summerton. England, and came to the
United

States in 1847. arriving at Chicago,
22.
After having lived two years in Chicago they settled on a farm in Knox County,
Illinois, where they became prosperous farm-

May

They made additions to the eighty acres
of land first purchased, until they owned three
hundred and twenty acres of farm land, and
several town lots in Oneida.
They moved to
Oneida, and, after residing there about two
years, went to the home of their son, William
J., where they both died, aged seventy-two and
seventy-one years, respectively.
Politically,

ers.

Mr. Job Pittard was a republican. He was a
Congregationalist, and a deacon in the church
of which he was a worthy member. He became
paralyzed, and was for several years attended
by his daughter-in-law, Mrs. Mary A. Pittard,
who nursed him most faithfully through all
his suffering.
Her own parents also died at
her home, and were ministered to by her with
loving care.
Mr. William J. Pittard was educated in the
common schools of Knox County. He was married in Knox County. March 29. 1879, to Mary
A. Green, daughter of Daniel and Amy (Dewitt)
Green. Mr. Green was a native of the State of
New York. Mrs. Pittard was born in Henry
County, Illinois. March 4. 1854. They had three
children:
Josie A.
(who married Charles
Brown). Frank C and Edith Leona.
Mr. Pittard was a man of unimpeachable

honor, and highly respected by all. In religion,
he was a Presbyterian. He was a member of
the I. 0. O. F. In politics, he was a republican.
He died January 2, 1893.
Since the death of her husband, Mrs. Pittard,
with the assistance of her son, has managed
the farm consisting of about one hundred and
ten acres; she owns another farm of one hundred ana sixty acres in Ontario Township.

ALVAH REYNOLDS.
Alvah Reynolds was born in Bedford, New
York, May 22, 1830.
His father, Enoch
Reynolds, was born in Lewisboro, New York,

and removed to Somers in 1811. He
was married in 1819 and in 1827 removed to
Bedford, where ne died at the age of eightyHis paternal grandfather, James
four years.
Reynolds, was a soldier in the Revolution, and
drew a pension. After the war he was a farmer
in New York State, and died at Crossriver (now
in 1794,

as Lewisboro), New York.
Maria
Reynolds, the mother of Alvah, was born near
the east line of Westchester County, New York,
and died in Bedford, New York, aged forty-five
years.
Her father, Nathaniel Reynolds, was
a soldier in the Revolution, and drew a pension.
He was a prisoner on Long Island. He
died at Crossriver (now Lewisboro), New York.
Mr. Alvah Reynolds was brought up on a
farm, but was apprenticed to a carpenter at the
age of sixteen, and followed the trade thirteen

known

years.
He was married in Henry County, Illinois, May 10, 1859, to Susannah Hayden, daughter of Jonathan a:nd Hulda (Reeves) Hayden,
pioneers of Henry County, where they settled
Mr. Hayden now lives at Blairstown,
in 1853.
The
Iowa, and is ninety-one years of age.
children of Mr. and Mrs. Reynolds are:
Mrs.
Orlena F. Tracy. Mrs. Ida A. Crandall, Arthur
A.,

Charley C,

Anna A and

In politics, Mr. Reynolds

is

Jennie May.
a republican, and

He has been a school
in religion a Christian.
director thirty-oix years. He bought one hundred and sixty acres of land in Ontario Township, Knox County, which is now in a high
state of cultivation.
He has been very successful and added to nis farm from time to time
until he owned seven hundred and twenty acres
of land in Ontario Township, and in 1893 gave
each of his six children an eighty-acre farm,
and has a good farm left for himself. His farm
was excellent for stock raising, and Mr.
Reynolds is considered one of the most successful stock raisers in the county; his success
may doubtless be attributed to industry and
economy. He is progressive, and has a
wide influence in the church and in the community.
ALLEN, WILFORD L.: Farmer; Ontario
Township; born October 31, 1857; educated in
Oneida, Knox County. He was married to Gertrude L. Finley, in Ontario Township, February
Mrs. Wilford Allen is a daughter of
20, 1890.
J. Alexander Finley, a representative citizen of
Ontario Township.
Mr. Allen has been a
farmer all his life. In leliglon. he is a Congrestrict

gationalist.

He

is

a republican.

J'H )ii^u^
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ANDERSON, ANDREW BORLAND;

Banker;

Ontario Township; born September 10. 1S32, in
Scotland, where he was educated. His parents
were James and Mary (Borland) Anderson, of
Ayrshire, Scotland.
His grandparents were
James Anderson, born near Glasgow, Scotland,
and Andrew Borland, of Ayrshire, Scotland.
He was married to Mary A. McQuie at Oneida,
They have three
Illinois. December 21, ISGU.
children:

William H.; John H.; and Mary E.

who is the wife of Dr. A. F. Stewart. At the
age of eighteen, Mr. Anderson came to America
and located at Paris, Ontario, where he worked
at his trade of blacksmithing. In 1852, he came
to Victoria. Knox County. Illinois, and in 1857.
to Oneida, where he opened a shop.
In 1864.
he bought a half interest in a hardware store
which he managed for five years. In 1874, he
began private banking, and in 1877, formed a
partnership, and operated under the firm name
Anderson and Murdoch, of the Oneida Exchange Bank. Mr. Anderson became a member of the Masonic fraternity in Oneida in
1861, and is a member of the I. O. 0. F. Oneida
of

Lodge.

He has

orders.

In

held

politics.

many
Mr.

offices

in

Anderson

is

these
inde-

pendent.

ANDERSON, REUBEN BALLOU; Oneida.
Ontario Township; Harnessmaker; born April
20. 1838. near Dayton. Ohio.
He is of ScotchIrish descent on his father's side, his greatgrandfather
ana
great-grandmother being
Scotch and Irish respectively. His grandfather
was born in South Carolina and was married
to Mary Penny, a native of the same State.
His father. John P. Anderson, was born in
Glasgo, Kentucky, and was married to Anna
Markham. who was born in Tennessee,
and was a daughter of Beverly Markham. who
was born In England, and of Elizabeth (Ward)
Markham, of Hanover County, Virginia. Elizabeth Markham was a first cousin of Henry
Clay and was his first teacher. Mr. John P.
Anderson came to Galesburg. Illinois. October
After a residence
30. 1848, with his family.
here of ten years he moved to Lowell. Des
Moines County. Iowa, where he died in FebruHis wife died
ary, 1861, at the age of fifty-six.
Mr. Reuben B.
in Galesburg in August. 1852.
Anderson was educated in Knox County and
married Marrietta Grofscup. August 17. 1862.
Jonathan Blanchard, formerly President of
Knox College, and now President of Wheaton
performing the ceremony.
College,
Eight
children were born to them:
Frank F.;
Charles L.;
Ira
R.;
Alice F.;
Anna R.;
Kate C, deceased; Carl; and Mary E. Ira
States
R. Anderson is now on the United
Until the age of twenty. Mr.
cruiser Prairie.
Anderson was engaged in farming. He then
learned the harnessmaker's trade at Oquawka.
and practiced it for a short time at Quincy and
Burlington as a government employe. Returning to Galesburg, he engaged in business until
August 11. 1862. when he joined Company D,
One Hundred and Second Volunteer Infantry.
He served until the end of the war. participating in the batUes of Resaca. New Hope

Church,

Peach Tree Creek, and was

in

the

siege and battle of Atlanta, at Aversboro and
He marched with Sherman
at Bentonville.
to the sei and through the Carolinas, and
took part in the grand review at Washington.
After two years of business life in Galesburg,
he went to Oneida, where he engaged in his
trade until May lb. 1898, when he went to Rock
Island to work in the harness department of
the United States arsenal, where he is now employed. He is a member of the Congregational
Church. In politics, he is independent.

BROWN, CHARLES M. C; Farmer; Ontario
3. 1S74, in Oneida,
His parIllinois; educated in Knox County.
ents were Benjamin F. Brown, of Albany, New
York, and Jennie (McCornack) Brown, of Scotland. Mr. Brown was married to Josie Pittard,
Township; born September

Knox County, December 25, 1895. They
have two children. Eva and Benjamin.
BURT. J. CALVIN; Oneida, Ontario Township; Farmer; born February 7, 1827, in Medina County, Ohio, where he was educated.
Mr. Burt's parents were John and Lucinda
(Hammond) Burt, the former born in Taunton,
Massachusetts, the latter in Vermont.
Mr.
Burt was Township Treasurer and Commissioner for twenty years.
In religion, he is a
in

Congregationalist.

He

is

a prohibitionist.

CLEARWATER, ABRAHAM

S.:

Farmer;

Ontario Township; born May 3. 1818. in Montgomery County. New York; educated in New
York State. His father, Jacob Clearwater, born
in New York, was of German descent, while
his mother, Esther (Shealy). also born in New
York, was of Scotch descent. April 13, 1856,
Abraham S. Clearwater was married to Margaret Jane McGregor in
Ontario Township.
Two children were born to them. Clark A.;
and Carrie L., wife of Charles Moore. Margaret Jane McGregor was born in Matilda,
Canada; she was the daughter of John and
Jane (Wood) McGregor, who were natives of
Canada; they were of Scotch descent. Abraham S. Clearwater came to Knox County in
the Fall of 1843, and bought eighty acres of
land in Section 30, which he converted into
one of the best farms in the township. Later
he added one hundred and three acres in Section 29. besides timber land in Rio. A farmer
all his life, h's only official work was in some
local offices.
His word was as good as his
note. He was a man of sterling traits of character, a good husband and father, of quiet disposition, and ever willing to aid a neighbor.
He united with the Baptist Church in 1837. In
politics, he was a republican.
He died April
29. 1898.

COX. LEVI J.; Farmer; Ontario Township,
where he was born on Section 21, January 1,
1849; educated in Knox County.
His parents,
Emma (Pittard) Cox, were born
Somerton, Somersetshire, England, where
they were married. They came to the United
States in 1848. with his grandfather. Joseph
Cox. who was also born at Somerton. but died
in Kansas at the age of ninety-eight.
The latter's wife, Sarah Davis, as well as Emma Pit-

James R. and
in

KNOX COUNTY.
tard and her father, were natives of Somerset.
James R. Cox was born in 1815, and died May
13, 1897, at the home of Levi J.
Levi J. Cox
was reared on a farm, and at twenty-five years
of age he had only three hundred dollars. He
bought forty acres of land on Section 16 for two
thousand dollars, upon which he made a small
payment. By industry and economy he soon
now
owns
paid
for
his
farm,
and
four hundred and fifty-nine acres of land,
one hundred and twenty acres of which
he
inherited
father.
Septemfrom
his
Elizaber 3,
1873,
he was married to
beth West, in Galesburg. They have two children,
Arthur B. and Stewart J. Mrs. Cox's
father was Samuel West, a farmer of Green

County, Pennsylvania.
He moved to Morgan
County, Ohio, and died there when seventyeight years old.
His wife, Catherine Anderson, was of Scotch descent. She died in Ohio,
and her daughter came to Illinois with her
brother, Isaac P. West, and lived in Woodhull,
Henry County, until her marriage. Samuel
West's father, John, was kidnapped in Glasgow, Scotland, before the Revolution, and
brought to the colonies, where he was sold to
a Quaker near New York. He enlisted in the
Colonial Army, hoping to come across the sea
captain who had sold him. He settled in Green
County, Pennsylvania, where he died. Levi J.
Cox is an A. F. and A. M., Oneida Lodge, No.
337.
In politics, he is independent.
EDWARDS, MRS. A. E.; Farmer; Ontario
Township; born December 10, 1852, in Stark
County, Illinois; educated in Knox County.
Her parents were George W. and Philena
(Green) Rome. Mrs. Edwards was married to
Samuel Edwards in Cambridge, Henry County,

December 9, 1868.
They have ten
John Franklin, George Nelson, Minnie
Arthur H., Myrtle A., Ernest C, Bertha P.,
Samuel 0., Amy M., Archie T. Mrs. Edwards
Illinois,

children:
M.,

is

a republican.

FAY, OSCAR LOCKE; Farmer; Ontario
Township; where he was born October 25, 1855;
educated in Oneida, Illinois. His parents were
Norman Fay, of Vermont, and Susan (Chapman) Fay, of New York. He was married to
Nellie B. Main in Ontario Township, March 18.
1891.
He was brought up on the Fay homestead, and became a practical farmer and stock-

man and now
one

hundred

has a well improved farm of
sixty acres. His father,

and

Norman

Fay. was born September 22, 1821, at
Saxton's River. Vermont; his parents were
John Fay, of Massachusetts, and Phoebe
(Locke) Fay, of Rockingham, Vermont; his
grandfather was Ebenezer Locke, of New
Hampshire. Mr. Norman Fay was married to
Susan Chapman, in Knox County, December 25,
Two children were born to them, Oscar
1853.
Locke, and Sarah J.
Norman Fay came to

Knox County

in 1850, and in 1854, bought and
sold a farm, and
1855, bought one hundred
and sixty acres of land in Ontario Township
where Oscar L. now lives; in April, 1891, he
moved to Oneida. His wife was a daughter of
Ezra and Sarah (Lanphere) Chapman, of

m

Whitesboro, Oneida County, New York. When
eight years old she came with her parents to
Knox County. Mr. 0. L. Fay is a republican,

and

was

in April, 1899,

Supervisor; he

Oneida Lodge,

is

elected to the office of
of A. F. and A. M.
a charter member at

member

a

and

is

Oneida.

FINLEY, JOSEPH ALEXANDER; Farmer;
Ontario Township;
Ohio,
ley,

1807,

with

born in Delaware County,
March 26, 1839. His father, Joseph Finwas born in Highland County, Ohio, in
and after the death of his wife, came
his

where he
Township,

family,
settled

where

in

on
he

1843,

Section

to

Illinois,

21,

farmed

Ontario

until

his

death
in
1865,
at the age of fifty-eight.
His mother, Jane, died in Delaware County,
Ohio, in 1841. His paternal grandfather, Joseph
Finley, was of Scotch descent, and was born in
Pennsylvania, and his maternal grandfather,
John Ferris, was born in West Virginia. Mr.
Finley was educated in Illinois. April 23, 1861,
he enlisted in Company D, First Illinois Cavalry, furnishing his own horse and equipments.
At the battle of Lexington, Missouri, after a
gallant fight, he and his regiment were captured and paroled, September 20, 1861. When
the regiment reorganized in December, he
joined it and served until his honorable discharge in July, 1862. After his return to Knox
County he resumed grain and stock farming,
and is to-day one of the foremost farmers of
Ontario Township.
He was married to Mary
B. Cox in Knox County, November 5, 1868.
They had five children: Gertrude Louisa, wife
of W. L. Allen: Georgia Elizabeth; Joseph
Orton; Clyde Alexander and Lucy Beatrice,
who are students in Knox College, the former
being a well known athlete. The parents of
Mrs. Finley, Jo.^'eph Levi and Elizabeth (Coggin) Cox, were an old and honored English
family who came to America in 1853. bringing
with them their daughter, Mary, who was born
in Sommersetshire, February 18, 1846.
They
settled in Ontario Township, Knox County,
where the mother died, leaving three daughters, Mrs. Finley, Lucy A., and Sarah G. Cox,
Mr. Finley is a member of the Congregational
Church. In politics, he is a republican.
FLEMING, MRS. EMILY A.; Oneida, Ontario Township; born in Licking County, Ohio,
October 18, 1815; educated in Ohio. She was
married to James M. Fleming in Muskingum
County, Ohio, March 10, 1836. Their three children are:
Susan Mary, born December 30,
1847, who afterwards married T. J. Barnes;
Emily A., born January 18, 1850, married to
Fulton N. Scott, and died September 1, 1876;

and

Clay,

who

died

September

15,

1853.

J., son of Mr. and Mrs. P.
N. Scott, is
Denver, Colorado. Mrs. Fleming's parents,
William Wells and Susan (Bigelow), were
from Connecticut, and were married March 23,
Mr. Wells died May 8, 1823, aged thirty1814.
six years.
His wife died in Ohio when over
eighty years old.
Mrs. Fleming went to live
with Rev. Solomon S. Miles and his wife, Ann
Eliza (Gilmore), who was a minister of the

Ira
in

{7/Ul-^n

^'M^d
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Presbyterian but changed to the Congregational Church. They came to Knox County and
settled on a farm near Gilson, where they died,
and their son Rufus inherited the farm. Mrs.
Fleming was about twelve years old when she
went to live with them in Newark, Ohio. After
their marriage Mr. and Mrs. Fleming settled
\ipon her father's farm of six hundred and
eighty acres, which they afterwards sold. They
then moved to Knox County. Illinois, where
they bought one hundred and sixty acres of
They moved to
land in Ontario Township.
Oneida in 1S56. Mr. Fleming died in 1867. Mr.
Fleming was a republican; he was a great
temperance man, and a well informed, intelligent citizen. Mrs. Fleming is charitable and
kind-hearted and enjoys the good-will and respect of

all

who know her.
WILLIAM; Farmer;

HANNAM.

Ontario
born in England, April IS, 1S54;
educated in Sparta Township. Knox County.
His parents. Charles and Elizabeth (Thorn)
Hannam; his paternal grandparents, John and

Township;

Rhoda

(Vile)

Hannam;

and

his

maternal

(Brown)
grandparents,
William and Ann
Thorn, were natives of England. Mr. Hannam
was married to Lillie Fooks, in Sparta townTheir children are:
ship, February 25, 1886.
George Walter, Alta Vera, and Mark Paul. In
politics, he is a republican.

HOLM, JOHN; Farmer: Ontario Township;
18, 1850, in Smoland. Sweden; educated in the district schools. His parents were
(Larson)
Holm, of
Nils P., and Anna L.
Sweden; the father lives with his son John, the
mother died in Sweden; his grandfathers were
born July

809

His father, James Mackintosh, and his grandparents, Donald and Elspeth (Forbes) Mackin-

came from Scotland. In religious faith,
Mr. Mackintosh was a Swedenborgian. He was
a republican.
tosh,

MELTON, MISS ELVIRA LEE;

Oneida, On-

tario Township;, daughter of George W. Melton; educated in the common schools. She was
reared on the homestead in Knox County and
moved to Oneida in 1892. Since January. 1894,
she has taken the place of mother to a nephew

nieces named Melton; Albert R.,
Bessie A., Catharine N., and Grace A. George

and three

W. Melton was born September

5,

1811,

and was

a son of David and Catherine (Phrimmer) Mel-

Henderson Township in
May, 1834. He was married March 26, 1836, to
Mary Ann Riley, the daughter of William and
ton,

who

settled

in

In 1837. he settled on
Ellen (Jewel) Riley.
Section 31, Ontario Township, where he died
His wife died in
in 1891, aged eighty years.
Ten of
Oneida at the age of seventy-nine.
their eleven children reached maturity: ElizaElvira;
Lucinda;
Henry; William;
beth;
Loraine;
Catherine, deceased; Medora; Ella;
Mr. Melton is rememLillian; and George.
bered as a generous and kind man. He was a
prosperous farmer, and reputed to be worth
In politics he was a staunch repub$100,000.
Mr. and Mrs. Melton were members of
lican.
They celebrated
the Congregational Church.
Mrs. Melton
their golden wedding in 1886.
was an excellent manager, and to her Mr. Melin life.
his
success
ton attributed much of

METCALF. ALBERT D WIGHT; Banker and

were:

in Orange Township,
His parents were
October 20, 1852.
Samuel and Elizabeth (Bruce) Metcalf, of Vermont and New York respectively. The an-

J.

cestry of the lamily

Magnuson
first

Nelson and Lars Johnson. His
Their children
wife was Aleda Olson.

Selan K. M., wife of Frank Seastrand;
Otto; Ellen 0.; Frank Edwin; Frederick L.;

V.; and Leda. His second marriage was
in Galesburg, February 7, 1893, to Helen Ericson. They have one child. Lester G. Mr. Holm
landed at Quebec, and came to Galesburg in
1868.
He worked for farmers for five years.
and then rented land until 1884. He bought
the Wheeler farm of eighty acres, wiich he sold
in 1887, and bought one hundred and sixty
acres in Section 22, where he now lives.
He
owns another farm of eighty-three acres on

Minnie

Mr. Holm is a
Section 16.
has been a School Director.

HOLT. MARTIN

S.;

republican.

He

Farmer; Ontario Town-

ship; born September 7. 1836, at Lykens, Crawford County, Ohio, where he was educated. His
parents were Sidney Holt, of Madison. Oneida
County, New York, and Ruth (Andrews) Holt,
of Pennsylvania.
He was married to Martha
Pittard in Ontario Township, Illinois, Decem-

ber 28, 1865. Mr. and Mrs. Holt have five children:
Albert Allen, Mary E., George H., Sidney v., and Frank W. Mr. Holt belongs to the
Congregational Church. In politics, he is a republican.

MACKINTOSH. GftORGE DONALD: Farmer:
Ontario Township; born February
Edinburgh, Scotland; educated in

27,

1831,

in

Edin]5urgh.

hardware merciiant; born
Illinois,

settlers

tionary

born

War

in

of

is

English, the

first

Metcalf

coming to America before the RevoluWar.
His grandfather Samuel was
New York and was a soldier in the
1812.
He settled in Orange Township,

and died at the age of seventy, his wife living
He was a Congreto be eighty-one years old.
gationalist, and a deacon in the church for

many years.
the common

Albert D. Metcalf was educated in
schools, and at Knox College,
from which he graduated in 1S75. At that time
he owned an interest in the lumber and grain
business at Oneida, which was operated under
the firm name of Jones and Metcalf. He afterwards sold out and engaged in the lumber
business with his brother until 1890. They then
went into the hardware business with A. W.
Jones, whose interest they afterwards purchased.
The firm of Metcalf Brothers have
greatly enlarged their stock, and carry farm
In 1891,
implements, harness and buggies.
Mr. Metcalf became President of the Oneida
He was married May 4. 1876, to
State Bank.
Eva J. Muzzy, who was born in Pennsylvania,
and was a daughter of John and Saloma (Chittenden) Muzzy, of Massachusetts. Mr. Muzzy
In politics. Mr.
died during the Civil War.
He is a Deacon
Metcalf is a prohibitionist.

KNOX COUNTY.
in the Congragationalist Church,

Superintendent

oi!

and has been
the Sunday school for twen-

of Captain on the staff of J. N. Reece, of Springfield.
Mr. Murdoch is a Presbyterian.

ty-three years.

MITCHELL, SAMUEL P.; Farmer and Real
Estate Dealer; Ontario Township; born March
30, 1855, in Cassville, Ohio; educated in the
common schools and Monmouth Academy. His
father was born ..lay 26, 1820, and was married
March 19, 1844; he died November 2, 1898. His
mother, Nancy Ann (Nash) Mitchell, was born
August 9, 1820
She is now living in Oneida.
Mr. Mitchell was married September 2, 1880.
to Mary E. Allen. Their children are:
Newton
Wright; William Arthur, deceased; Frederick,
deceased; Lula Mabel; and Irma Ann.
Mr.
Mitchell came to Sparta Township when ten
years of age. He became a practical and successful farmer. In 1884, he went to Columbus,
Kansas, where for three years he was an extensive dealer in farm lands.
He also spent a winter at Pasadena. California, and for a year engaged in the milling business at Columbus, Kansas.
He returned to Oneida, Knox County, and
located on a farm of eighty acres.
He is now
managing his father's estate. Mr. Mitchell is an
Elder in the Presbyterian Church, and is also
Sunday School Superintendent. In politics, he
Is a republican.
He has served as School Director of his township.

MURDOCH, FRANK; Banker: Ontario
Township; born September 2, 1842, in Ayrshire.
Scotland; educated in Ohio and Illinois.
His
parents, Thomas D. and Janet (Snithers) Murdoch, and his maternal grandparents, James
and Mary (Watson) Struthers, came from
Scotland, as did his paternal grandparents,
Francis and Janet
(Nimo) Murdoch.
His
parents came to Trumbull County, Ohio, in
1852, and to Knox County, Illinois, in 1857.
They bought land in Sparta Township, and died
in Oneida, aged eighty-two and seventy-two
years, respectively. Mr. Murdoch was married
to Alta, daughter of Alvah
and Jerusha
(Stevens) Wheeler.
His second marriage was
with Mary Ellis in Oneida. June, 1877. Their
children are:
Myrtle, Alta,
Maud, and a
nephew, William h. Hurst, whom Mr. Murdock
has adopted. Mr. Murdoch came to this country with his parents, and was a farmer until
1873, when he became Cashier of the Oneida
Exchange Bank. In 1876. he became sole owner
of the bank, and formed the now existing
partnership with A. B. Anderson. Mr. Murdoch
is a Mason and a member of the Oneida Lodge,
and
No.
of
337,
the
Galesburg
Commandery.
No.
8.
K.
T.
He
served
three
years
as
Eminent Commander, is
a member of Oriental Consistory and the
Mystic Shrine, Chicago, Illinois. Mr. Murdoch
Is a republican, and was elected to the Legislature in the years 1892-94-96;
during these
three terms he served on many important committees.
Mr. Murdoch was for four years a
member of the Knox County Central Committee, and for two years was its Chairman; he
served eight years in the National Guard; was
Brigade Commissary of Subsistance with rank

STEPHENSON, GEORGE LOWRY;
Township; Merchant; born October

Ontario

20, 183S, in

Kirkcudbright, Scotland.
His father, George
Stephenson, was born in North, and his mother,
Isabella (McMillan), in South Scotland.
They
were Presbyterians, and died in this country.
October 26, 1865, Mr. Stephenson was married
in Copley Township to Grace L. Stewart, of
Glasgow, Scotland. They have five children:
Frank S.. Milton J., Grace D., Jessie I., and
George Harry. In 1850, Mr. Stephenson came
with his parents in a sailing vessel to the
United States, the voyage lasting five weeks.
They landed at New Orleans, and an additional
two weeks were required to reach St. Louis by
steamboat. After a month they came up the
Illinois River to Peoria, and from there by
team to Knox County. They settled on a farm
in Copley Township, and soon owned eighty
acres of improved land.
Here the parents
died, and Mr. Stephenson grew to manhood
and acquired his education in the public
schools.
In 1863 he became a merchant in
Oneida, selling first, groceries, and then men's
furni^ing goods. In 1872, he started a dry
good- store which is his present occupation.
Mr. Stephenson is a member of the Presbyterian Church.
In politics, he is a republican.
The reading of "Uncle Tom's Cabin" and

"Thaddeus of Warsaw" made him an abolitionist, and he was an ardent supporter of Lincoln, rendering valuable service to the cause.
In Oneida, he has been Constable, Collector,
City Marshall, Alderman and Mayor.
In his

township he has been School Director, President of the Board of Education, Supervisor for
eighteen years, and for thirteen years chairman of the County Board. Mr. Stephenson has
been an auctioneer.
He is a member of the
I.
O. O. P. (ancient), and has been a Mason
since 1862.
In Galesburg he joined Chapter
No. 48. now of Oneida; also Galesburg Com-

mandery No. 8. He is also a member of Medina
Chicago. In 1898. Mr. Stephenson
received unanimous nomination for State Representative, but refused to run because the
Senate had refused to reapportion the State.
Temple,

VAN AUKEN, HARRISON; Farmer; Ontario Township; born in Albany County, NewYork. October 12, 1836.
His parents were
Aaron and Cath?rine (Ostrander) Van Aukeu.
They had six cnildren: Hannah, Martha, Calvin, John, Harrison and Fletcher.
Aaron was
born in Albany County, New Y'ork, as was also
his wife. Catherine; they came to Knox County,
November 10. 1858; he died September 1, 1890.
aged eighty-six, and his wife, January 14, 1892,
aged eighty-four.
Aaron's father, John, was
born in 1777. Catherine's parents were John
and Catherine. The family's ancestors came
from Holland.
Harrison Van Auken married Sarah E. Ray
Knox County, April »7, 1895. Mrs. Van
Auken's parents, Robert and Anna M. (Stake),
were born in Franklin County, Pennsylvania.
in

c^'^i^-^t^
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where they were farmers. Mr. Van Auken was
ertucated in Monroe County, New York; he is
a sutcessful farmer, and owns three hundred
and sixty acres of valuable land. He is a democrat in politics.

WETMORE. CHARLES BRIDGE;

Farmer;

Ontario Township; born on the Wetmore homestead in Ontario Township, September 23, 1844;
educated in Knox County. His parents, Theodore P. and Eveline C. (Morse) Wetmore, were
natives of New York State; the former from
the latter from
Y'orkville, Oneida County;
Herkimer County. His maternal grandparents
were Horace Morse, a native of Massachusetts
and a soldier in the War of 1812, and Thirza
(Underbill), born in the State of New York.
His maternal great-grandfather was a RevoluHis paternal grandfather,
tionary soldier.
Ezra Wetmore. was born in Connecticut, while
his wife, Susan (Palmer), was a native of
Rhode Island. Susan Palmer's father was
Fones Palmer, a Revolutionary soldier from
Hopkins, Rhode Island.
The paternal greatgrandfather, Captain Amos Wetmore, was a
soldier in the Revolution; his wife was Rachel
Parsons.
Mr. C. B. Wetmore's father died
August 16, 1S76; his mother. May 29, 1892, aged
respectively sixty-six and seventy-eight years.
Mr. Wetmore was reared on the homestead
which he bought from the heirs; the farm consisted of one hundred and sixty aci'es of land
and nineteen acres of timber. August 5, 1862,
he enlisted in Company E, Eighty-third Illinois
Volunteers, and was wounded at the second
battle of Fort Donelson. February 3, 1863.
He
was discharged from the hospital at Paducah,

Kentucky,

in April, 1863.

He has never

fully

recovered, anl draws a pension. He was Postmaster at Oneida for two years. January 22,
1868, he was married, in Knoxville. to Thirza
M. Moore. There are three children: Eveline

Theodore L. and George E. Eveline M.
married Birney W. Adams: Theodore L. and
George E. are at home. Mrs. Wetmore is a
daughter of Lyman K. Moore, a pioneer of Rio
Township, and granddaughter of Holland Moore,
M.,

a soldier of the Revolution.
In politics, Mr.
W^etmore is a republican. He has been Road
Commissioner and Township Collector. He is
a member of the A. F. and A. M., Oneida Lodge,

No. 337.

sive groves of walnut timber

(iROYE TOWXSHIP.

growing near

its

Another, Turkey Hill Grove, lies on
the northwest quarter of Section 26; and these
two include all its timber lands, with the exception of a small tract in its southern end.

center.

There is one village in Walnut Grove, which
has borne various names its final appellation
being fixed as Altona, when the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad was built through
the place.

The

first

white

men who undertook

make

to

settlements here were Messrs. Jones and De
Hart, who built a cabin on Section 21, but became alarmed at the hostility of the Indians,
and left at the time of the Black Hawk War.
The ruins of their cabin were still standing in
1838.
In 1836. came John Thompson, the fir.»t

permanent

settler,

Pennsylvania,

with

who

moved
wife

his

here

Catherine,

from
and

located on Section 16; though a Mr. Smith, a

Mormon, built the first frame house, on what
was originally called the Snow, and afterwards

known as the Wisegarver farm. Mr. Thompson also planted the first crop a field of sod
corn in 1837. fencing it in with the first rails

—

—

township
Mr. Thompson and Mr. Copps, two of the
first settlers, had been soldiers in the War of
1S12; and the father of Mr. Allen, one of the
pioneers of the township, had served in the
Revolutionary War.
After Mr. John Thompson, Levi Stevens was the next to arrive, and
split in the

Abraham Piatt the third.
Mr. Amos Ward soon followed

{in 1838),

and

was, in 1839, elected the first Justice of the
Peace. Township organization was effected in
April, 1853.

As has been already
of the

WALM T
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affording an abundance of water courses and
excellent natural drainage.
The township derived its name from exten-

Mormon

said,

Eliler

Church, built the

house, in 1840, on Section

l.'J,

and

M. Smith,
first

frame

in 1842 sev-

hundred of his co-religionists had located
here. They designed building a temple, on Sec-

eral

By

J.

F.

Hubbell.

This is one of the most desirably situated
townships in the county, its surface being
chiefly rolling prairie.
It is well watered, by
Walnut Creek and several tributary branches;
its soil
is unsurpassed in fertility, and fine
farms, with substantial buildings, are to be
seen everywhere within its limits. It is in what
is called the "Military Tract." a section of the

tion
but, before carrying out their plans,
left for Hancock County, on the
advice of
Joseph Smith. As they had entered and possessed themselves of nearly all the timber land,
and designed building up a community of their
own faith, the other settlers were not sorry to
see them depart.
Since then, settlement has
been rapid, and there is nowhere to be found a

State selected as bounty land for soldiers, beits fine soil and undulating surface.

than that

cause of

."),

more

flourishing

now

and

living in

community
Walnut Grove.

intelligent
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The first boy born In the township was John
Thompson, Jr.; the first girl was Helen
Ward, now Mrs. A. P. Stephens. The first
couple married were Austin Frederick and
Elizabeth Finney. The first death was that of
Mrs. Hinsdale, a sister of Amos Ward, who
died in August, 183S, at the residence of Abram
she was also
Piatt, on Section 15, where
buried.

In 1844, John
postmaster.

W. Clarke was appointed

the

He was succeeded by S. Ellis,
and he by Amos Ward, in 1846.
The first school house was built on the southwest quarter of Section 16, in 1840, and Miss
Robey Tabor, a Quakeress from Massachusetts,
was the first teacher. She married afterward,
moved to Henry, and died in 1896. Another
early teacher was E. L. Gross, afterwards a
attorney of Springfield, and
distinguished

first

in 1845,

editor of the Illinois Statutes.

Elder Samuel Shaw organized the first
church (after that of the Mormons). It was
known as the First Baptist Church, and had
eight members, with a place of worship on
Walnut Creek. There are now eleven schools,
one of which, is graded, with two hundred and
eighty-four pupils out of four hundred and fifty
persons under twenty-one years of age. The
eleven school buildings have cost nearly ten
thousand dollars.
The first township officers, elected April 5,
Supervisor;
A. F.
1853, were Amos Ward,
L. Sage, Assessor; James LivH. L. CoUinson, Daniel AlCopps, Highway Commissioners;
Reuben Cochran, Overseer of the Poor; Amos
Ward and David Livingston, Justices of the

wants Cyrus Willard and J. S. Chambers built a
by thirty-si.\ feet in size, near
the center of Section 16, on the northeast quarter of that section, on land then owned by
This was the first building
Daniel Allen.
erected in Altona, and was the pride of the
community, as it was the only store between
Galesburg and Kewanee. The second store,
built the same year, was owned by Samuel
Whiting. Altona was, for several years thereafter, a good business point, there being no
other villages suSiciently near to compete with
store, eighteen

it

In 1854, Nils P. Peterson, of

in trade.

built.

In

1854,

ever, at the

ingston, Collector;

the

and

C.

Peace.

The population of Walnut Grove was, in 1860,
eleven hundred and twenty; in 1870, nineteen
hundred and sixty; in 1880, seventeen hundred
and eighty-one; in 1890, thirteen hundred and

instance of the railroad

name was changed

tion

Quincy Railroad, about eight miles from Galesburg. Around it lies as rich a farming country
as is to be found in Illinois; and the village

ter, in 1856,

and Quincy) was
being built, in 1853, many laborers employed on
the road came and camped in the edge of the
wood, near the railroad line. To supply their

to Altona.

officials,

The name

in Indiana; so that the citizens rejected

united on the

called the Chicago, Burlington

the

however, being Walnut Grove,
a confusion resulted, and an attempt was made,
in 1863, to change it; and the name of Reno
was chosen, in honor of the famous general of
that name. But about that time three desperadoes by the name of Reno, who had made the
patronymic decidedly unsavory, were lynched

Altona, the only village in the township, is
situated
on the Chicago, Burlington and

the center of a considerable trade, being one of the most prosperous in the county.
While the Central Military Tract Railway (now

built

of the postofflce,

fifty.

itself is

Needham Rogers

"Walnut Grove House," which is still run as a
The second hostelry, the "Altona
House," was constructed and opened by Mrs.
McKee, a year or two after.
Altona was laid out and platted in 1854, by
John Piatt, for the heirs of John Thompson.
The same year, E. B. Main and Daniel Allen,
on whose land the first building of the village
was erected, laid out an addition, just northeast
of the first location. The place was then called
LaPier. After the railroad was completed, how-

hotel.

Ward, Clerk; H.
len

Mo-

built a flouring mill, with a distillery in
connection with it; the latter, being in opposition to the popular sentiment, was discontinued after one year. The mill, however, continued in successful operation for ten years,
and was the only mill or factory ever constructed im the village. In 1855 an elevator was
line,

name

of

Altona for

it,

and

village, sta-

and postofnce.

The village was incorporated, by special charand under the general law in 1S62,
and again in 1874.
Altona has always been noted for the excellence of its schools.
There has been a good
graded school there since 1858. The local sentiment of the place and surrounding country
has always been strongly in favor of temperance.
During the intense excitement attending the agitation of the slavery question, the
opposition to the extension of a system of
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human bondage was

so pronounced, that the

was reputed a "hot bed of abolitionists,"
a term considered much more opprobrious in
those days than now. It has been always noted
for intelligence and education, and, being the
center of a prosperous farming community, has
shared in the prosperity of the rich agricultural
place

locality in

which

it is

situated.

The population of the village was, in 1S70,
nine hundred and two; in ISSO, eight hundred
and sixteen; and

in 1S90. six

hundred and

fifty-

1890,

when

dent;

C.
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Mr. Johnson left the place, his was
the only bank in Altona.
Then the Bank of
Altona, incorporated under the State Banking
Law, was organized, with A. M. Craig as Presi-

Vice

S. Clarke,
Cashier; and

death, and 0. E. Peterson was made
Assistant Cashier. It has a capital of $50,000,
a surplus of $27,000, deposits of about $80,000

Craig's

and loans amounting

Altona has five churches, a bank, a newspaper
and several societies.

which

Of the churches, the

first to

be organized was

that of the Methodist Episcopal denomination,
It

had a membership of

thir-

and was under the pastoral charge of Rev.
James Quimby. In 1857, a church edifice was
erected, and later a parsonage.
The two are
valued at five thousand dollars. The present
teen,

George

Cashier.

four.

in August, 1853.

President;

J. M.
Nickie. Assistant
In January, 1896, J. M. McKie was
elected to the position made vacant by George

Craig,

to

some

$15,000.

Among

the societies is the Altona Forum,
meets at Peterson's Hall, and has
twenty-three members. As its first ofiicers, it
elected Dr. W. B. Gray, President and Medical
Examiner; Mrs. C. C. Geiler, Secretary; L. K.

Byers, Treasurer. Its present ofiicers are:
B.
Crandall. President; C. McGrew, Secretary;

W.

Dr. W. B. Gray, MedThere are also lodges of the

L. K. Byers, Treasurer;
ical

Examiner.

Rev. A. M. Barlow, who also has
charge of the Nekoma Church, in Henry
Their joint membership is ninety.
County.
The Congregational Church was founded February 21, 1857, with nine members, under the
A building costing
charge of Rev. A. Root.
four thousand dollars was dedicated November
The present membership is forty-nine,
9, 1866.
but the congregation has no pastor, and worships with the Presbyterians. George A. Ward
Revs. I. N. Candee, D. D., T. S. Vaill
is Clerk.
and J. T. Bliss organized the Presbyterian
Church (Old School), on April 25, 1857, there
Rev. J. T. Bliss
being twenty-one members.
was the first pastor, and Rev. J. Rugh is at
present in charge. The formation of the Luth-

Odd Fellows and of the Order of the Rebekahs.
A Masonic Lodge was organized October 1.
1860. which now owns its own Masonic Hall, on
Main street, and has a roster of fifty-four members.
The first officers were Hiram Hall, \V.

eran Church took place in 1859. In 1869. the
congregation erected a building costing four
thousand dollars, and later a parsonage. The
The defirst pastor was Rev. Philip Direll.
nomination has steadily grown in numbers,
there being at present three hundred and twenhundred and
ty-five communicants and one
Rev. J. G.
thirty-five in the Sunday school.
A Swedish Baptist
Dahlherg is the pastor.
Mission was opened in 1876 by Rev. J. W.
Stromberg, but no church was built, and the
flock is at present without a pastor.

officers

pastor

is

The first bank in the village was an outgrowth of the general mercantile business of
A.
P.
Johnson and Company, which was
started in 1851. They cashed checks to accommodate their customers, and from this practice
the bank gradually grew into existence. Until

A. P. Stephens. S. W.; G. D. Slanker. .7.
J. N. Brush. Secretary; J. S. Chambers.
Treasurer; B. H. Scott, S. D.; George McKown,

M.;

W.;
J.

D.; O. S.

Lawrence, T.

at present are:

Masters.

S.

W.;

Those holding

office

W. M.; D. U. McW. Mount, J. W.; W. M.

R. C. Sellon,
J.

Stockdale, Secretary; G. 0. Snydam, Treasurer;
E. S. Keyes, S. D.; C. W. Main, J. D.; Thomas
Craver, T. A chapter of the Order of the Eastern Star— organized in 1892— has forty-six

members, and meets

in

Masonic Hall.

The

first

were:
Mrs. C. C. Givler, W. M.; W.
H. Givler. W. P. At present the list includes
Mrs. A. A. Culbertson. W. M.; C. W. Main.

W.

P.;

Mrs. L. K. Byers. Secretary.

The Mod-

Woodmen also have a camp here.
Altona can boast of a fine public library,
which is highly prized and in constant use by
its intelligent citizens and by the dwellers in
the country around. With its educational advantages, its fine location and its superior railroad facilities, it is one of the pleasantest residence villages in the county, as it is one of the
most prosperous business towns.

ern

REV. JOHX

(J.

DAHLBEKCJ.

Rev. John G. Dahlberg. Altona. Walnut
Grove Township. Knox County. Illinois, was
born in Hvetlanda. Sweden. March 28, 1862, and
came to the United States in 1880. During the
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years 1880-lS8:i he worked on farms in Montgomery and Page Counties, Iowa. In 1882 he
entered Augustana College and Theological

Seminary, hock Island,

Illinois,

and graduated

In the Fall
in the Classical course in 1889.
of 1889 he entered the theological school of the
institution and graduated in 1891.
Mr. Dahlberg was ordained a minister of the
Lutheran Church at Chicago Lake, Minnesota,
June 21, 1891, having previously been called as
pastor of the Swedish Lutheran Church of AlBesides the pastorship of this
tona, Illinois.
important church, he is a member of the Board
of Directors of Augustana College and Theological Seminary, and Secretary of the Board,
and is also Secretary of the Illinois Conference
of the Augustana Synod. In 1899 he was elected
a member of the Board of Home Missions of
said Synod and was afterwards made Treasurer of this Board.
Mr. Dahlberg has remained with his first

same

charge, although he has had numerous flattering calls elsewhero. In 1889 he was twice called
Academy,
to the principalship of Immanuel
Minnesota. In 1893 he received a call to the
chair of Swedish Language and Literature in
Augustana College, Rock Island, Illinois. The
Lutheran Church of Princeton, the Lutheran

He pursued this but a short time,
when he engaged in farming until the year 1876.
He lueu became a dry goods merchant at Altona, Illinois, and continued in that business
He then took the position as
for two years.
bookkeeper for a large grocery firm, which
place he held for eight years. For the next two
years, he became a member of a firm dealing
in groceries and hardware, which ended on account of a fire which swept through the town,
teaching.

January 2, 1888.
During all these

years,
Mr. McKie was
diligent in business, and success seemed to
his efforts.
He possessed the power to
turn even misfortune to his advantage.
In
1889, he aided in organizing the Bank of Altona,
and was elected its first Assistant
Cashier.
Afterwards, he was' elected Cashier,
which position ue still holds. For four years,

crown

from December, 1894, to December, 1898, he
office of County Treasurer of Knox
County, being elected on the republican ticket.
He has also held at Altona several other minor
such as School Treasurer, School Dioffices,
held the

—

rector, Village Clerk,

and Tax Collector.

Into whatever position Mr. McKie has been
by the confidence and suffrages of his
fellow citizens, he has filled it most acceptably
called

Church of New Windsor, Illinois, and Zion
Lutheran Churcn of Rock Island have all extended calls to him to become their pastor.
These invitations he has felt constrained to decline.
In the Spring of 1899 he had a call to
the Lutheran Church of Bertrand, Nebraska,
which he declined, but later did accept a second call to the Zion Lutheran Church of Rock

and with high commendations. The office has
been honored by his oflScial connection. As a
citizen, he has shown himself worthy of the
friendship of others and worthy of public trust.
In all his public and private relations, he is
honest, faithful, and true, and is a good exemplar for otners to follow. He is kind in his

Island, Illinois.

Before Mr. Dahlberg was set apart to his
sacred calling by ordination, he had served as
pastoral supply in various places. He had also
taught school and had been an instructor In

and wears in his countenance and demeanor the marks of a Christian gentleman.
In religious faith. Mr. McKie is a Presbyterian. He belongs to the republican party and
is a constant and ardent supporter of republican

Augustana College.
His first wife was Emily C. Envall, of Galeswhom he married in November, 1891. She

22,

burg,
died

November

intercourse with others, benevolent in disposition,

leaving a son, Carl
Johan Emil. no;v living in Galesburg.
During the year 1896 Mr. Dahlberg visited
England, Germany, Holland, Denmark and
Sweden. June 22, 1898, he married Miss Josephine Nelson, of Altona.
8,

1892,

JOHN MILLER McKIE.
John Miller McKie was born in Copley Township, Knox County, Illinois, June 4, 1844. He is
of Scottish descent, and the son of William
and Margaret (Miller) McKie, who came from
Scotland about the year 1840, and settled in
Copley.
His parents were an industrious and
frugal people, and brought up their children
with correct habits and right ideas of economy.
His father was a farmer, and it was on the
farm that the son had his first experience in
earning a living.
His early educational advantages were somewhat limited: but by close
application in the common schools, by reading
books and the general literature of the day, he
acquired a thorough practical education.
His first occupation on leaving school was

principles.

Mr. McKie was united in marriage, February
1872, to Jeannette Gordon McDowell.
Her
parents came from Scotland and were early
settlers in Knox County.
Mr. and Mrs. McKie were the parents of two
children:
Margaret, born January 30, 1873,
died March 7, 1880: and Mary, born October 9,
1880, died

September

15, 1882.

(iEOROE W. SAWYER,
George W. Sawyer was a farmer in Walnut
Grove Township, Section 9. He was a notary
public and insurance and real estate agent in
the town of Altona. and he so conducted his
business as to gain the respect and esteem of
his fellow-townsmen.

He was born

in

Pergusonville,

Delaware

County, New York, August 5, 1828, and received
his education in the common schools. His ancestry on the paternal side was English, and his
mother was of German descent. His parents,

Henry and Margaret (Multer) Sawyer, were
natives of the State of New York. Mrs.
Sawyer's father, Mr. Multer, was a native of
Germany. Henry Sawyer's life was spent in
Fergusonville, but his wife, after her husband's.
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decease, came to Illinois and died at the liome
of her son. George W., October 26, 18S5, at the
age of eighty.
It was in 1S56 that Mr. Sawyer came West

and settled at Galesbnrg. Illinois. He had
learned the carpenter's trade from his father,
and this trade he followed in Galesburg for one
year, when he removed to Minneapolis, where
he spent another year. After spending some
months in Wisconsin, he returned to Galesburg
and took up teaching, which he had followed in
his native state, where his first pay as a teacher
was only ten dollars per month. For nearly
two years, beginning with 1859, he was identified with the nursery business, after which
he resumed his trade for a short time.
December 9. 1859. in Quincy, Illinois. Mr.
Sawyer was married to Sarah Cleveland, a native of Schoharie County. New York: they had
Lucinda. deceased: Mrs. Ida S.
five children:
McMaster. deceased: Charles C. of Altona: Lilian, deceased; and Henry J. of Galesburg. Mrs.
Sawyer's parents. Asa and Cynthia iChilds)
Cleveland, although natives of Schoharie County, New York, were of English descent.
After a visit in the East, Mr. and Mrs. Sawyer
settled in Walnut Grove Township on 160 acres
of land near Foreman Creek, which they sold
after a few years and went to Quincy, Illinois.
Later they returned to Altona, where Mr.
Sawyer conducted a very successful lumber business, and finally cecured the farm of 260 acres
North of Altona. which subsequently sold for
$100 per acre.
Mr. Sawyer died April 2, 1890. He was a
Mason. In politics, he was a republican, and
held many township oflSces.
ANDERSON. ANDERS J.: Merchant; Altona.

Walnut Grove Township: torn in Sweden.
March 27, 1S43; educated in the common
schools.
He came to America in 1852. and to
Altona in 1857. Mr. Anderson was clerk in the
stores at Altona till 1875. when he opened a
grocery store, which he has since conducted, excepting four years between 1884-88. The firm is
now Updyke and Company. Mr. Anderson was
a republican, but of late years he has voted
with the prohibitionists; he is active in town
affairs; has been Village Trustee, and a member of the School Board.
He is a member of
the Congregational church.
He was married
to Margaret Olson, in Altona, December 25,
1868.

ANDREWS. JOHN
Grove

W.:
Farmer; Walnut
born October 3. 1845. in
educated in the common
He was married to Elizabeth Scott,

Township;

Ayrshire.
schools.
in Altona.

Scotland;

December

25. 1877.

He came

to

Wal-

nut Grove Township in 1855. Mr. Andrews is
a stock buyer and farmer. He takes an active
part in town affairs, and was elected Supervisor in 1878. holding the office eight years. He
also served on the School Board for fifteen
years, and is a member of the Library Board.
For twenty years Mr. Andrews has been a member and Trustee of the Presbyterian Church.

BOLAND. JOHN:

Township;

born

in

Farmer; Walnut Grove
Sweden: came to Knox

'1'

County
1860.

Y.

in 1857.

and worked by the month

He was married

to

Anna Olson

in

until
1860;

Anna, Ida, Emma, Alfred
and William. Mr. Boland rented a farm in
Ontario Township for ten years, and in 1871,
bought eighty acres of land in Walnut Grove
Township; he afterwards purchased the farm
on which he now lives. He is a member of the
Lutheran Cnurcii.
Mr. Boland is one of the
prominent citizens of the township.
BYERS, LEVI KNOX; Lawyer; Altona; born
February 12, 1845. at Milton. Ohio; educated
at Knox College, Galesburg.
His parents were
James and Sarah (Knox) Byers. of Ohio; his
grandparents were Samuel Byers, of Pennsylvania, and Elizabeth (Dean) Byers, of Vermont; his great-grandfather was Samuel Byers, of England; his
maternal grandparents
were Levi Knox, of Delaware, and Elizabeth
(Camp) Knox, of Vermont; his maternal greatgrandfather was Thomas Knox, of Scotland.
Levi Knox Byers was married May 25, 1876, at
their children are:

East Brady, Pennsylvania, to Jennie Foster.
Their children are:
Herbert F.. Lord R.. Cardace T. Mr. Byers came to WoodhuU. Illinois,
in 1861, and taught school when eighteen years
of age.
He attended Knox College from 1865
to 1869. and in 1869. entered the Law School
at Ann Arbor, Michigan, being admitted to the
Bar of that State in 1872. In 1888. he was admitted to the Bar of the United States Court.
He was City .attorney at Altona for twenty
years; President of the Town Board; member
of the School Board for six years, and Justice
of the Peace for eight years.
He was a member of the County committee for twenty years:
nominated twice for County Treasurer, and in
1892. was elected State Senator for the Twentyfourth District on the democratic ticket.
Mr.
Byers is a democrat, and has always taken an
interest in municipal and county affairs.
CHALLMAN. GEORGE E.; Retired Farmer;
Walnut Grove Township; born December
in
Voxna.
22.
1825.
Norland.
Sweden.
where he was educated, and taught the
catechism
of
the
Swedish
Established
Church.
His parents were natives of the
Province of Halsingland. and,
being
persecuted because of their religious belief, left
Sweden, in 1846. and settled in Henry County.
Illinois.
They were the first emigrants of the
"Bishop Hill Colony." a socialistic, theocratic
community, with which they lived for two
years. In 1848-49 ihey lived with the "Puritans"
in Galesburg.
March 14. 1850. they started for
California by way of Salt Lake City, where
they heard Brigham Young preach; they were
in the desert July 4. and west of the Sierra
Nevada Mountains in the gold region. July 14.
Mr. Challman left San Francisco July 21. 1851.
on the steamer Oregon, returning east by way
of Central America, and the West Indies, reaching Galesburg in the Fall of 1851. He was married to Anna Lind in Knoxville. April 21. 1854.
She came to America from Sweden in connection with the "John.son party."
Her mother
died soon after their arrival, and her father
returned to Sweden. Mr. and Mrs. Challman
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Amanda, horn Januliad four children:
ary 21, 1855, died October 16, 1868; Rose A.,
wife of G. Waite Robbing, born May 18, 1S57,
died October 25, 1894; Elizabeth, now Mrs.
Justus A. Larson, living in Victoria Township,
have

and Hester Matilda, living with her parents.
Mr. Challman is a republican, and has been
several times delegate to the Republican Convention of Knox County. He has held the folSchool Director for twentylowing offices;
Commissioner of Highways;
seven years;
School Trustee; and member of the Public
Library Board for Walnut Grove Township.
Mr. Challman

is

a prominent and influential

man.

CUMMINGS. LEONARD

nut

B.; Farmer; WalTownship; born June 28, 1823, m

Grove

Knox County,

Maine.

He

the son of Suel

is

and Sophia Cummings, and grandson of Richard Cummings, who was of Scotch descent. He

was educated

in the

common

schools;

came

to

Illinois, in 1853. He was married
Copley Township, July 16, 1854, to Celinda,
To
daughter of A. W. and M. A. Bulkeley.
born
eleven children, tour of whom
them were

Knox County,
in

are

now

living:

Galesburg
Township;

Lenora C, wife of O. C. Housel,
John A., Walnut Grove

Illinois;

Aurelia C,
wife
of
Theodore
Brooklyn. New York; and Grace
C. wife of F. S. Stephenson, Oneida, Illinois.

Cochen,

Jr.,

DAYTON, BENJAMIN; Farmer; Walnut
Grove Township; born in Harpersfleld, Delaware County, New York, March 13, 1834; educated in the common schools. He is a member
of the Library Board, and has been Assessor.

He came

to

Victoria,

Knox County,

in

1854,

and was clerk in a store till 1859. He then began farming, and in 1863, bought a farm in
Walnut Grove Township, where he now resides,
and upon which he built a fine brick residence
Mr. Dayton is a republican, and has
in 1864.
always taken an active part in town affairs.
In religion, he

is

a Protestant.

GIBSON, PETER: Farmer; Walnut Grove
Township; born in Sweden, June 21, 1829, where
he was educated. He came to America in 1854,
and to Galesburg, Knox County, in 1855, where
he worked by ihe month for several years. He
was married in 1857. to Anna Eng, in Ontario.
They had three children: Oscar, Mary, and
Emma. Mr. Gibson's second marriage was
with Mrs. Carrie Buckley. For five years he
rented a farm in Ontario Township, after which
he bought a farm of eighty acres in Rio Township, which he sold after four years and bought
a farm near Altona. In religion. Mr. Gibson is
a Baptist, and was clerk of the church for
twenty years. He is a republican in politics,
and for eight years has been a member of the
Town Board, and for many years a member of
the School Board.
He is a leading farmer in
his township and interested in all matters pertaining thereto.

HANSON.

CHARLES;

Grove Township: born in

Farmer; Walnut
Sweden. October 4,

1838, and there educated.
He was married to
Ellen Benson, In Galesburg. March 21, 1868.
Their children are:
Barnard E.; Huldah A.;

and Henry A., who died in infancy. Mr. Hanson came to Galesburg in 1864, and farmed
for several years in Warren County.
In 1872,
he moved to Oneida, Knox County, and lived
upon Dr. H. S. Hurd's farm for fifteen years.
In 1892, he settled on a farm in Walnut Grove
Township, where he has since been a prominent

man in the locality.
HUBBELL, J. F.; Farmer; Walnut Grove
Township; born June

17, 1830, in

Morrow Coun-

Ohio; educated in Knox County. His father,
Manessa, and his mother, Phelina (Buck) Hubbell, were born in Seneca County, New York.
Mr. Hubbell was twice married. His first marriage was with Mary Moxsey at Knoxville,
March 16, 1854. His second wife, Mary Kessey
of Macomb, to whom he was married June 13,
1880.
Mr. Hubbell was a member of the Methodist church. In politics, he was a republican,
and served for a time as Supervisor. Mr. Hubbell died June 29th, 1898.
LARSON, PETER; Retired Farmer; Walnut
Grove Township; born in Sweden, August 10,
1829, where he was educated. He was married to
Hannah Hawkinson. October 13, 1855, at Knoxville. Illinois.
There were four children: John,
Joshua, Hannah, and Anna. Mr. Larson came
to Knoxville in 1852, and in 1865, bought a farm
on the north line of Walnut Grove Township,
where he farmed till 1892, when he retired, and
ty,

moved

to

He

Altona.

is

a

member

of

the

Lutheran Church.
MAINE, ELIAS B.; Farmer; Altona, Walnut
Grove Township; born in Otsego County, New
York, May 4, 1815. He was the son of Joseph
and Jane (Blanchard) Maine, and the grandson
of Peter Maine, who was of Scotch descent.
When a boy, he learned the wagonmaker's
trade, which he followed for twenty years after
his arrival in Knox County.
He came West in
1853 and bought land in Walnut Grove Township: he afterwards laid out fourteen acres in
village lots, the business center of Altona.
In
1835, Mr. Maine was married to Mary A. Huntington, of Burlington, New York. There were
six children:
David E., Rev. Delos S., Mrs.
Ella Stockdale, Mrs.
Wisegarver, Joseph
T.. and Charles.
Mrs. Mary Maine died in 1887.
and in the following year, Mr. Maine married
her sister, Mrs. Lavinia Butler, who is the
mother of three children by her former marriage.
Mr. Maine is a Methodist. In politics,
he is a republican and a prohibitionist, and

Emma

holds local

offices.

McGAAN, HUGH; Farmer; Walnut Grove
Township; born
Grove Township.

in

January. 1858, in Walnut

He

is a son of William Mcfrom Scotland to Knox
County in 1857. He was a very successful
farmer, and had three sons:
William. James
and Hugh. Hugh was married in November.

Gaan.

who

came

1885. to Lottie Arnold, of Galesburg; their children are: Agnes, Sarah, Susie, Grace and William. Mr. Hugh McGaan settled on a part of
the homestead, and is a leading farmer in the
township.

McGAAN, JAMES; Farmer; Walnut Grove
Township:

born in Scotland March

22,

1849;

KNOX COUNTY.
eilutated in the semiuaiy in Scotland and in
the Altona High School. He is the son of William McGaan. of Scotland, who came to Altona
in 1857, and settled in Walnut Grove Township
in 1859. James McGaan lives on the old homeHe was married in Walnut Grove, Janustead.
ary 1, 1874, to Susan Collinson, a daughter of
Their children are:
Harry,
S. L. Collinson.
Henry and Simon. Mr. McGaan is a member of
the Presbyterian Church. In politics, he is a
republican, and has always taken keen interest
He is one of the leading farmin town affairs.
ers in Walnut Grove Township.
Merchant; AlMcMASTER,
J.;
tona, Walnut Grove Township; born May 19,

CHAUNCY

Walnut Grove Township. He is a son
John McMaster. He was educated in the

1S61, in

of

common schools and Galesburg Business College.
He was married in Walnut Grove Township, in 1S89, to Ida M., daughter of S. S.
Stukey, who died August 13, 1890. His second
marriage was September 1, 1892, to Ida E.,
daughter of G. W. Sawyer. In 1887, Mr. McMaster, with J M. McKie as partner, bought
the grocery business of J. T. Main at Altona.
In 1889, the building and stock was
Illinois.
burned, and the partnership was dissolved. Mr.
McMaster erected another building upon the
same site, where he has conducted a grocery
and hardware business. In 1897, he was appointed Postmaster.
He has been Township
Treasurer; has held other minor offices, and
He
takes an active part in Township affairs.
In politics,
is a member of the Masonic Order.
he is a republican.
McMASTER. THOMAS; Farmer; Walnut
Grove Township; born April 13, 1843, in
He is a son of John and
Ayrshire. Scotland.
Ann McMaster. He was educated in the common schools. March 19, 1878, he was married
to Sarah E. Hank, in Galesburg. There are three
Ida. George and William.
children:
Mrs. McMaster is a daughter of Joseph Hank, of Victoria Township. Mr. McMaster settled in Copley
Township in 18.52. and began farming in company with his brothers.
He had but little
property in early life, but he is now one of the
wealthiest farmers in Walnut Grove Township.

He

is

a republican.

Broker; Walnut Grove
Worcester, Otsego County,
New York, April 22, 1824; educated in the common schools. He was married at Harpersfleld.
Delaware County, New Y'ork. February 17, 1869,
to Anna M. Titus: they had one adopted daughter, Lucile.
Mr. Jlulter was for many years a
prominent citizen of Altona, and for eight years
in

was Police Magistrate. He was a republican.
Mr. Multer was a prominent member of the
Methodist Church. He died December 16, 1897.
NELSON. FRANK; Farmer; Walnut Grove
Township; born in Galesburg. Illinois, September

17, 1865;

educated in the

common

schools.

He is a son of Swan Nelson, a farmer who
came from Sweden to Galesburg in October,
1851, and settled in Walnut Grove Township in
1867.

He had

Oneida;

Frank;

four sons:

Fannie;

a republican.

SAWYER, CHARLES C; Real Estate and Insurance; Altona, where he was born March 9,
1867; educated in Altona and in the Galesburg
Business College. He is the son of G. W. Sawyer, an early settler from New York, who died
April 2, 1890. Mr. Charles C. Sawyer was married in Altona December 25, 1890, to Susan F.
Thompson, a daughter of Daniel Thompson, and
a granddaughter of John Thompson, who
was

one of the first settlers of Altona. Their children are George E. and Catherine T.
Mr.
Sawyer is a Protestant. In politics, he is a
republicau. He has been Town Clerk and Village Clerk for six years.
In 1898, he was appointed Supervisor in place of Jonathan F
Hubbell, deceased.

SELLON, ROBERT C; Lumber merchant;

Altona; born in Lynn Township, November 21,
1855; son of Edward Sellon, of England who

came

to Lynn Township in IS,?.";.
He was a
farmer, and preacher, and died in December, 1883.
Robert Sellon was educated in
the public schools and in the Davenport Business College. He was married to Eva Day at
Galva, Illinois. February 13, 1884. Their children are: Abbie L., Hazel E. and Francis D. In
1884, Mr. Sellon began to work in the Houghsailor,

MULTER, JOSIAH;

Township; born

817

on the old homestead. Frank Nelson
began farming in 1890 on Section 1 in Walnut
Grove Township. He was married in Walnut
Grove January 14, 1891, to Johanna Matilda, a
daughter of Carl A. Jacobson. Their children
are:
Oliver Phillis, born May 24, 1893; Clarence
Reynolds, born June 16, 1895; and Evan Frank
Eldred, born September 20, 1S9S. Mr. Nelson
attends the Lutheran Church, and was Superintendent of Fort Sumpter Sunday School for a
year and a half. In politics, he is a republican.
NELSON, SWAN; Farmer; Walnut Grove
Township; born in Sweden May 13, 1828. He
came to Galesburg in 1851. He married Bengta
Carlson May 26, 1855. Ten children were born
to them:
Henry; Frank; Tannie C; Alfred;
Hannah, who married P. P. Nelson; Mary;
Josephine (wife of Rev. John Dahlberg);
Olivia; Amanda; and Emma (Mrs. Frank Gustafson), who died in 1892. In 1857, Mr. Nelson
located in Henderson Township; and in 1868,
removed to Walnut Grove Township, where he
died April 10, 1896.
Since his death the farm
has been managed by his sons, Tannie C. and
Alfred.
Mr. Nelson was a prominent member
of the Lutheran Church in Altona, of which
all the family are members.
In politics, he was
living

Henry, living
and Alfred, who

ton Lumber Y'ard at Galva. after which he
came to Altona and sold lumber, coal, and agricultural implements, under the firm name of the
E. W. Houghton Lumber Company. Thev have
several yards on the line of the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad. Mr. Sellon is a
member of the Presbyterian Church. In polltics, he is a republican, and has been a member
of the Village Board for several vears

SHEAR, DAVID

J.;

Township; born July

in

New

is

Knox

Farmer; Walnut GroTe

27, 1843, in Otsego County
His father, Henry Shear, came to
County in 1857 and settled near Gales-

York.

KNOX COUNTY.
where he lived until 1866, when he
removed to Walnut Grove Township with
his family, and bought a farm, on which
David J. now resides. David J. Shear married
Hannah Bulson in Copley Township, May 14,
1890.
He is a republican, and has held the
He is a member
office of Road Commissioner.

TORNQUIST, JOHN

burg,

of the Methodist Church.

STOCKDALE, W.

M.; Druggist; Altona,

nut Grove Township,

Illinois;

Wal-

born January

7,

His father was
Elkhart, Indiana.
Stockdale, of Pennsylvania, and his
grandfather, Hugh Stockdale, came from Ireland; his mother, Catherine (Manning), was
born in Ohio. He was educated in the common schools. At the age of seventeen, he entered the Union Army, and served in the Regi1844,

in

Thomas

until August 9, 1865, when he came
Altona to join his father, who had previously

ment Band
to

moved

there.

Mr. Stockdale was clerk in a

drug store there in 1868. In 1888 he opened a drug
store on his own account. He was married in
He has been
Altona in 1871, to Ella Main.
Town Clerk, and is a member of the Masonic
Lodge in Altona. He organized, and was leader

band in Altona. Mr. Stockdale is a
republican and has always taken an Interest in
of the first

municipal

affairs.

He

is

a Protestant.

SIMEON S.; Farmer; Walnut
Township; born in Bedford County,
Pennsylvania, December 8, 1823. His father was
Samuel A. Stukey, of Pennsylvania. He was
married in 1849, to Caroline Border who was of
English descent. They had nine children:
Albert; Edward; Samuel; Augustus; William;
Ella, who married P. M. Gilchrist; Margaret,
who married W. I. Cook; Ida, the wife of
C. J. McMaster; Avis, who married Charles
Mann. Mr. Stukey came to Walnut Grove
Township in 1855, and lived on a farm until
1894, when he retired and moved to Altona. He
built the first house in the north-eastern part of
the township. In religion, Mr. Stukey was a
Presbyterian, and a Trustee in the church for
STUKEY,

Grove

was a republican,
and filled the office of Road Commissioner, and
was a member of the Board of Supervisors for
many vears. Mr. Stukey died August 23, 1898.

many

years.

In politics, he

SUYDAM. GEORGE

V.; Insurance Agent;
Altona; born January 17, 1831, in Greene CounSuydam, a
ty, New York; son of Abraham
farmer who settled in Victoria Township in
1852; he was educated in the common schools.
In 1860 George V. went to Pennsylvania and
He resided in
married Sarah McCalmont.
and
aftyears
for
five
Pennsylvania
er his return to Victoria, his wife died in
E. and Mary
George
children,
leaving
two
186/,
K. Mr. Suydam went to Altona in 1870 and engaged in the insurance business; he served as
Justice of the Peace for ten years, and was a
member of the Library Board, of the Village
Board, and of the Masonic Order. He married
tor his second wife, Catherine M. daughter of
Henry Sawyer; their only son, Henry S., died
when nine years old. Mr. Suydam is, in poliHe is a member of the Prestics, a republican.

byterian church.

A.; Carriagemaker; Al-

Walnut Grove Township, Illinois; born
November 16, 1874, at Keitsville, Missouri. His
father, John F. Tornquist, was a carriagemaker near New Windsor, Illinois. Mr. Tornquist was educated in the Business College at
Rock Island, Illinois. He was married in New
Windsor, January 25, 1895, to Hannah E. Lindtona,

their children are Paul A. and WenMr. Tornquist learned his trade at his
dell E.
home in New Windsor, and set up business for
He is a
himself in Altona, Illinois, in 1895.
blacksmith and carriagemaker, and turns out
twenty to thirty fine buggies yearly.

strom;

WALGREEN, JOHN P.; Farmer; Walnut
Grove Township; born in Sweden December 27,
His father, Nels P. Walgreen, was born in
Sweden and came to America with his father in
John Walgreen was educated in the com1864.
mon schools. After working by the month, he
settled in Ontario Township, where his father
located in 1866. He was married to Anna FredTheir chilericks in Altona, March 28, 1872.
1848.

dren are: Delphia. Amelia, Mabel, Delia, Laura,
Anna, Fred, and Floyd. Mr. Walgreen was a
successful farmer in Ontario Township until
1897, when he removed to Altona, where he built
a fine residence, and where he is a Director of
the Altona Bank. Mr. Walgreen is a member of
the Lutheran Church. In politics, he is a republican.

WARD, FRANK; Farmer; Walnut Grove
Township; born November 4, 1830, in Litchfield
County, Connecticut; educated in the common
schools. He is a son of Amos Ward, who came
to Knox County in 1838.
Amos Ward was
County Commissioner and Justice of the Peace
was married in

for many years.
Frank Ward
1857, to Masha Eels; they had

one child, now
His second marriage was

Mrs. M. H. Mather.

in Walnut Grove Township November 9, 1861,
to Cornelia S. Abernethy; their children are;
F., George A. and Edith M.
Mr. Ward
a republican, and an earnest worker in town
He is a

Fred
is

affairs.

LYNN TOWNSHIP.
By

J.

A. Beals.

The northeast township
and will

be,

because of

of

its

Knox County

is

location and en-

vironment, a township of farms. In the early
days some effort was made to attract the merchant and mechanic to a point on the south
line, called Centerville (afterward platted as
Milroy), but it failed of success, and there has
never been a postoffice, a church building, or a
village within the limits of Lynn.
Galva, Altona, Victoria and Lafayette are near at hand,
and furnish all the trading points required by
the people.

Great is the contrast between the landscape of
to-day, dotted with well-improved farms, with
their commodious dwellings and barns, and
that of 1828, when Michael Fraker, with his

r N T V

81!

His
1848, aged seventy-nine years.
marked with a marble stone and en-

came to Section 23. to timl tlie tract of
land he had purchased in Kentucky in the posand occupancy of the Indians. The
braves were away hunting, having left only the

died

session

closed by a picket fence, and is situated in the
middle of the road running south from a point

women and children to contest his
So the white man made himself at
home. But the returning hunters disputed his
title, claiming that theirs came from the Indian
God and was long prior to that of the new setMr. Fraker thought diplomacy was bettler.
He was adroit; he had tact
ter than valor.
and genius, and was kind and helpful. He was
a blacksmith, and could mend their guns. They
took him to their hearts, and helped him build
his cabin, but could see no necessity for his
making tight joints between the logs. But his
trust in his newly-found friends was not wholly
without reservation, bullets had a better
chance where the cracks were large. They
linally left him their wigwams and council
house, and made new homes at Indian Creek,
seven miles east, returning yearly as friends at
A granddaughter of Mr.
the sugar season.
Fraker says she has heard her grandmother say
that the only white women she saw for four
years were those of her own family, and tho.-se
who came with them. A fairly-sized band of
Indians lived and roamed from Spoon River

near his early home.
George Fitch, a son-in-law of Mr. Fraker, settled near by soon after the Frakers, and was

family,

old men.
claim.

—

to the Mississippi, their trails being distinctly

perceptible long after they had left the country.
A clear, flowing spring on the east sid>j
of Fraker's

Grove had

trails

from

all

directions

Some of the early settlers
remember the friendly visits of the
chief Shaubena after the Black Hawk War.
Mr. Fraker was a middle-aged man when he
came from Kentucky. He had buried two wives
and was living with his third, and was the
father of twenty-tour children.
He was regarded as an exemplary Christian, a member
centering

now

there.

living

of the Methodist Church,

endowed with

qualities

and kind, and
adapted him to

just

that

pioneer life and made him serviceable and
agreeable to others.
His mechanical talent
was displayed in the construction of a hand
grist

two burr stones, of the kind
pudding stones, found on
The upper one was made to re-

mill with

called hard heads, or

the prairies.
volve by means of a pin set in the outer rim.
All of the old settlers that were then boys
and girls remember this primitive contrivance
and were familiar with its working, especially

two daughters
all

the

of Mr. Fraker, who were not at
pleased to see the arrival of a grist unless
owner was to do the grinding. Mr. Fraker

in

grave

the

is

first

school

teacher

and Justice

of

the

Peace in the settlement. His sou, Luther, is
reported to have been the first white child born
The first marriage was that of William
here.
Hitchcock and Julia Fraker. John Essex was
the first settler on Walnut Creek, in 1830. His
wife was the daughter of Jacob Cress, who,
with his family, settled on Section 24, in 1831.
These were the only persons living in Lynn
before the Black Hawk War. During that struggle they went to Forts Clark and Hendersoa
for safety.

About 1834. William Dunbar bought the improvements of one of the Frakers on a portion
of Section 13, and entered the land, going to
Galena by wagon, with two yoke of oxen, to
do so. He came from Kentucky, and, being a
hatter by trade, furnished fur hats to the neigh-

peddling them on horseback.
Mrs.
Theodore Hurd says that when she. a girl of
borhood,

twelve years, came here with her father (Luther
DrLscoU) in 1836, they found twelve families
here, the settlement being known as Fraker's
Grove; not all of it in Lynn, however, as the
east township line ran through the middle of it.
In

183C,

on Walnut Creek there were only

John

Lafferty, on Section 30;

!)oys,

on Section

the Montgomery
35; Samuel Aibro iwho was a
War' of 1812 and settled on the
land patented to him tor his military service),
on Section 34; John Essex and the Talors, south
of the creek near Centerville; and Hugh and
Barney Frail, on Section 31. Mrs. Hugh Frail
soldier of the

was the pioneer

sister of the

Gravers and Colin-

who followed, from time to time, settling
that corner of the township. By 1838 the population had increased considerably.
Jonathan
sons,

Gibbs came then, and purchased the Montgomery property on Section 35, where he lived until
his death.
He was always a leading man in
the township, a Justice for twenty-five years

and Supervisor for half that period.

About

this time also came Elison Annis. who settled
on land patented to him for service in the War
of 1812: Solomon Brooks, John Sisson, Ralph
Hurley and Elder Shaw, all from Ohio an<l
originally from Maine.
They were old neighbors, and were members of the Free Will

KNOX COUNTY.
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Soon after coming they orBaptist Church.
ganized the Walnut Creek Baptist Church.
Elder Shaw and Luther Driscoil for years acting as pastors.

It is

now

extinct.

Peter Hagar, Simeon Colinson, the Sniders
and Edward Selon were early settlers. Mr.

Selon had been mate on an ocean vessel and
in one of his last voyages across the ocean
the Charles family were passengers on his ship.
One of them he soon after married. Another
daughter is Mrs. Ira Reed, of this township;
and Mr. Charles, of Round Grove, Henry
County, who was the first man married on the

Stark County side of the Fraker settlement,
a member of the same family. In 1836, there
was a rather large immigration from Goshen,
is

Connecticut, for which Goshen Township, in
Stark County, was named. Captain Gere, and
William and Ira Reed were among these setIn 1840, came a considerable number
Mormons, but most of the latter remained
only a short time.
The first tavern opened was that of Mr. Dunbar, who so used his own house, but in 1846
Nathan Barlow opened the "Traveler's Home,"
on Section 24. It was on the Chicago trail and
tlers.

of

the stage road, and hence afforded accommodamuch needed at the time.
Population increased slowly until the rail-

tion

road was projected. That was the ending of
the old. and the beginning of the new, era in
the history of Lynn. The writer's relation to
the township began in this transition period.

Proximity to the railroad influenced his selection of a small piece of land for a future home,
on the then unbroken prairie. The following
Spring his wedding trip from the home in Vermont was begun by rail, and finished by stage
at Victoria. The ending was a little analogous
It
to the overturning of the old by the new.
was a frosty March morning when the stage
stopped at Victoria, with two newly wedded
couples, the destination of one of which was
Galesburg. The wife whose journey had ended
and the husband who had yet to reach Galesburg both stepped out. The driver had dropped

the reins and was at the boot, removing the
baggage. The horses, impatient with cold and
excited by their drive, suddenly started on the
run and made a short turn to the Reynolds
barn. In a moment's time the startled travelers
were standing on their heads (to judge from
the way they felt and looked afterwards) inside
the coach. The shock was but for a moment,
though the impression. was that we were being

dragged, and that something was yet to happen: the side door was above us, and open; the
hind wheel was revolving, and the head of the
young wife was soon at the opening inquiring if we "were hurt in there." The stage had
uncoupled in the overturn, and three horses

had dragged the fourth and the front wheels to
the barn.

The first physician at the Fraker settlement
was Dr. Nicols; at Centerville, Dr. Spaulding.
first saw mill, in 1837, at
Centerville, and later Jonathan Gibbs put up
Mr. Leek built the

a second.

The first log school house, used also
was built prior to 1836, by volunhome of the Dunbars, in the

for meetings,

teer labor, near the

Squire Fitch and Maria
edge of the grove.
Lake were the earliest teachers. Later, a school
house was built near Fraker's. Dr. Nicols is
said to have been one of the first teachers. One
of the early pedagogues at the Centerville
school was a boy of eighteen, who, in 1863, became General Henderson, and afterward was
Anna Shaw, Betsy
a member of Congress.
Smith and Catherine Annis were early residents, the last named teaching for a time in a
log house near the Frails'. In 1841. James Jackson was appointed school trustee, and made
two districts of the township, which till then
had formed but one. There are now eight
frame school houses, worth about nine thousand dollars. None of the schools are graded,
and the aggregate attendance is about one hundred and seventy-five pupils.
Besides the regular services provided at Centerville by Revs. Shaw and Driscoil. there were
circuit ministers, who had regular appointments to meet the people. .lonathan Hodgson,
one of the earliest settlers at the Grove, became a local Methodist preacher. He was a

man

of influence in the settlement, a Probate

Justice while

a resident of the State, and a
At the time of the
Kansas struggle he cast in his lot with the

radical anti-slavery man.
free-soilers.

He became

so

much

interested in

work of Jonas Hedstrom, at Victoria, that
he learned enough of the Swedish language to
preach to people of that nationality in their
own tongue. Edward Selon also became a minister, and Rev. Alba Gross preached as well as
farmed, until called to the Baptist Church in
Galva in 1857. Though there has never been
a church building in the township, the school
houses have been freely opened to Sunday
schools and religious meetings; and now there
is a good-sized town hall in the southwest corthe

cz^
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ner of Section 15 that

is

available for

The standard

gatherings.

all

public

morals of

of

the

exceptionally high. There has never
been a person fined in the town for a violation
of law, and never an indictment found in the
Circuit Court for an offense in Lynn. The na-

people

is

changed

tionality of the people has largely

in

the last fifteen years, but it has not proved
perceptibly detrimental to the cause of good

Highway Commissioners; John Hodgson and
John Gibbs, Justices; John Snider, Constable.
The population according to the United States
census:
In 1860, nine hundred and sixty; in
1870, nine hundred and sixty-six; in 1880, nine
hundred and sixty-four; in 1890, seven hundred
and

forty.

morals.

(ilDKON

In the presidential election of 1840, the polling place for both Lynn and Walnut Grove was
at Centerville;

four years later at the school

house near the

Frails', Squire

The

of those in charge.

Ward

being one

practice of betting

on

elections dates back at least to this time, for

James Jackson

lost

and Dr. Nicols won

a pair

of trousers on that election.

The

grist mill

labor and

and the market involved much

forsthought tor the early settlers.

The first grist which William Dunbar sent
away went as far as Tazewell County; and in
1838 the nearest points of shipment were Can-

ton and Moline. After getting to the mill one
often had to wait for two weeks for his turn
If can be imagined what a conto grind.
venience was even the little hand mill of Mr.
Fraker.
One winter Jonathan Gibbs contracted to deliver a drove of hogs at Peoria on a certain
date.
Deep snow came, and in order to fulfill
his agreement he made a snow plow, of two
planks, set on edge and wedge-shaped. A yoke
of oxen was hitched to this and driven ahead,
making a path in which the pigs could walk.
Recreation was not entirely neglected. Social
life, where there were so few. perhaps meant
more than it does now. A wolf hunt took not
only the men, with their guns, but the women,
with their kettles, chickens and potatoes, to

make chicken
pies

pies for the tired hunters.

were baked out of doors

in

The

twenty-five

gallon kettles, set over the coals.

Mrs. Jonathan Gibbs is now the only survivor of the settlers of 1838,
Mr. and Mrs.
William Smith were the two oldest at the time
Mr. Smith was ninety-seven,
of their death.
and his wife more than one hundred years old.
They had lived togethei as husband and wife
tor seventy-one years.

About one-half the

now been cleared.
Lynn was organized
of

original timber land has

by the election

\.
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Prominent among the successful farmers of
Knox County was Gideon A. Barlow, who resided in Lynn Township, where he had an eximproved farm of six hundred acres.
in Sullivan County, New York,
His parents, Nathan and Athalia
(Gillett) Barlow, were natives of the State of
New York, and came to Illinois in 1838. They
settled in Lafayette, Stark County, and two
years later removed to Lynn Township, and located on Section 24. Nathan Barlow erected a
cellently

He was born

July

18, 1833.

known as
the Travelers' Home, a great resort in 1849-50-51
for travelers on their way to the gold fields of
California. In 1S£2, he sold the Travelers'
Home, went to Lafayette, and conducted the
His wife having
Lafayette House until 1862.
died in 1859, he lived with his son, Gideon A.,
country tavern at Fraker's Grove,

February 16, 1867.
Gideon A. was the second of three sons who
manhood. He was educated in the comschools of Knox County. May 20, 1856, in
Toulon, Stark County, Mr. Barlow was married
to Martha Peterson, who was born in Sweden.
Mrs. Barlow^ came with her
October 8, 1838.
until his death

lived to

mon

parents to the United States when she was but
seven years of age. Her parents were connected
with the Johnson colony, but left it and settled
in Copley Township, Knox County. Her mother
died in Copley Township, and her fathei; removed to Henry County.
Mr. and Mrs. Barlow had eight children; Ames
A., William F., Gideon B., Mrs. Ada L. Swickard, Edgar S.. John Franklin. Forest S. and
Lewis W. Lewis W. and John Franklin reside
in St. Joseph, Missouri; Amos A., in Galesburg;
Edgar S. is in the grocery business in Galva,
Illinois; Willard F., Gideon B.. Ada L., and
Forest S. in Lynn Township. It was when Mr.
Barlow was twenty-three years old that, taking
his father's advice he entered upon the task
of making a farm from eighty acres of unbroken land, which his father had given him
His faith and enthusiasm
in Lynn Township.
gave him perseverance and courage, and his
small beginning became one of the best farms
in Knox County.
Mr. Barlow was a member of the Baptist
Church. Politically, he was a rep\iblican, and
His death occurred
held many local offices.

December
in 1853,

Jonathan Hodgson. Supervisor; I. S. Smith,
William A. Reed. Assessor; \. Gross.

Clerk;

821

Collector; Erastus Smith, Overseer of the Poor;
S. G. Albro, John Lafferty, and H. A. Grant,

10,

1898.

Mr. Barlow's third son, Gideon

B.,

was born

in Lynn Township, Knox County, October 4,
1862, and received his education in Galva. Henry
County. Illinois, and in Davenport, Iowa.

KN
February

I'j,

18S8, in Galesljurg.

()

X VUU

he was mar-

ried to Carolina Peterson, who was born January 5, 1859; they ha\e had four children: Ada

Louise and Ernest Austin, born September 10,
1S90; Willie F., born June 6, 1893; and George
Gideon, born March 23, 1895.
He is a farmer
and stock raiser, feeding about twenty-live head
of cattle and a hundred head of hogs. In religion, he is a Methodist.
In politics, he is a
republican, he has held the office of school director.

Mr. Barlow's sixth son, Forrest Samuel, was
born March 5, 1874, on the old Barlow homestead, and received his education in the common schools of Knox County, and at the Galva.
Henry County, High School. January 16. 1895,
he married Nellie, daughter of Richard Payne
of Galva; they have two children: Amy A. and
Richard P. Politically, he is a republican.

JOHN .iSHLEV

15EALS.

John Ashley Beals was born in Wells, Rutland County, Vermont. February 9, 1828.
The
Bcals family came from England to America in
1638, and settled in Massachusetts.
Mr. Beals'
paternal grandfather. Caleb Beals, was a native
of that State, as was also his father, David
Beals, who was born in Plainfield, Massachusetts.
His mother, Sarah, daughter of David
Keyes, was born at Middleton, Vermont.
Mr. Beals received his education at Castleton

Academy. Castleton, Vermont, and in 1850, was
appointed by the American Board of Foreign
Missions, to whom he had offered his services.
manager of the Indian farm at lanuba, now
Stockbridge Station, Indian Territory, where
he was employed from 1850 to 1853.
These
years, spent with the Indian Nation of the
Choctaws, were three of the most interesting
of his life. It was on his return from the Indian
Territory to Vermont, that he passed through
Knox County and stopped at Victoria, where
his friends, Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Bissell, former
teachers among the Indians, resided; and it was
then that he determined to return to Knox
County and make it his home.
March 2. 1854. in Castleton. Vermont, Mr.
Beals was married to Jane E., daughter of Alvin
Loveland, a merchant and manufacturer of
boots and shoes. Mr. Beals had been reared
upon a farm, and as soon as he was married,
started at once tor Knox County, where he
finally settled upon a farm of eighty acres on
Section 7, Lynn Township, to which he added
another eighty, and later, forty acres more.
Mr. Beals has prospered as a farmer, and his
life and character has been above reproach; he
is respected and honored by all who know him.
In religion, he is a Congregationalist, and has
given much time and wise effort to the Sunday
school work. He is now President of the Lynn
Township Sunday School Association. In politics, he is a republican.
Six children were born to Mr, and Mrs. Beals,
five of whom are now living:
Mrs. Emily Hunting; Mrs. Alice L. Foote; Mrs. Mary E. Foster;
Mrs. Hattie Betts; William E.; and Arthur R.,

^'
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deceased.

Mrs.

Beals died July

2,

1891,

aged

sixty-three.

JOHN SPAKE C(>LLINS(K\.
John Spare Collinson was born in Luzerne
County, Pennsylvania, January 28, 1850, the son
of Charles and Catharine A. (Spare) Collinson;
the father was a native of Yorkshire, England,
born May 14, 1826, died January 17th, 1889, at
the age of sixty-two; the mother was born in
Luzerne County, August, 18, 1824, died March
His paternal grandparents, Thomas
27, 1899.
and Hannah (Codiin) Collinson, were natives
maternal grandparents,
of
Yorkshire;
his
John and Catharine (Cline) Spare, were born
in Pennsylvania, and were of Dutch descent.
Mr. Collinson's parents were married in
Wilkesbarre, Pennsylvania, July 18, 1847, and
came to Knox County, October 15, 1852, the trip
requiring thirty-eight days. They settled in
Lynn Township, where they bouglit two hundred acres of land, which they improved and
enlarged. They were industrious and prosperous, and highly respected in the community.
They were members of the Methodist Episcopal church. The father was a democrat, and
They had eleven children,
held local offices.
ten of whom are now living, six sons and four
daughters, all of whom reside near the old
homestead, excepting one son and one daughter.

There were

fifty-three

grandchildren and six-

teen great-grandchildren.
Mr. John S. Collinson was raised on the old
homestead, and received his education in the
common schools. January 1, 1872, he married
Mary E. Carver, at the home of the bride's parents in Lynn Township; seven children were

born to them: Nora A., born August 21, 1873,
March 7, 1887; Dennis A., born July '20,
1875; Katie R., born March 25, 1879, died September 13, 1895; Wiley A., born August 8, 1882;
Judge T., born July 31, 1884, died March 3,
1886; Cora S., born August 5, 1886; and Grove
C, born July 26, 1888, died December 3, 1889.
Dennis, Wiley and Cora are at the old home
with their parents.
Mrs. Collinson, one of eleven children, was
Ijorn October 13, 1852, and is the daughter of
Thomas and Rebecca (Cameron) Craven, who
came from C!arbondale, Luzerne County, Pennsylvania, and settled in Lynn Township in 1856.
They purchased one hundred and sixty acres of
land and afterward bought one hundred and sixty acres additional on Section 28. They now reside in Altona, Walnut Gi-ove Township. They
are members of the Presbyterian Church.
Mr. Collinson has been very successful. He
has a farm of three hundred acres in Lynn
Township, and eighty acres in Victoria Township. He is a breeder of fine stock, and is one
of the largest hog raisers in Knox County. He
is one of the directors of the Knox County Fire
Insurance Company, of KnoxviHe, Illinois. He
and his son, Dennis A., are members of the I.
died

Lodge No.

Mrs. Collinson
511, Altona.
of the Order of Rebeccas. He is a
in politics, and has been School Director for a number of years.
O. 0. F.,
is

a

member

democrat
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KNOX COUNTY.
.U)H> U. EMEKY.
Johu G. Emery, was born in West Jersey,
Stark County, Illinois, September 24, 1S39. His
parents were Fredericls W., born July 14, 1808.
and Hannah (Gaffney) Emery, born in Westmoreland County. Pennsylvania, in 1814. Hl»
father was of Scotch-English, and his mother of
German descent. They went to Ashland County,
Ohio, where they were married in 1834. They
moved to Fulton County, Illinois, in 1835, and to
Stark County in 1839, where the father died in
1846; his wife died in Galva, Henry County, in
1888.

John G. was next to the youngest in a family
five children, four sons and one daughter.
His younge.st brother, William E., was killed
at the battle of Murfreesboro, Tennessee, Decemof

Another brother, David H., was
30, 1862.
wounded at the battle of Missionary Ridge in
1864. John G. worked on his mother's farm, and
attended school until he was twenty-one yeara
of age, when he went to Henry County, Illinois.
He was married December 24, 1862, to Ruth
A., daughter of Jacob J. and Fanny (Knable)
Friend. She was born in Fulton County, Pennsylvania, March 20, 1844, and was nine years
of age when her parents came to Illinois and
finally settled in Henry County.
Her father
was a native of Maryland; he died in 1891. Her
mother is living. Mr. and Mrs. Emery are
ber

the parents of seven children: William E., Fred
W., Charles L., George F., Edwin A., Burtis
C, and RoUin G. Charles L. died in 1869, aged
sixteen months. Burtis C. died March 21, 1899.
Three sons are married: William E., who resides in Wisconsin, and is traveling salesman
for the American Book Company; Fred W., who
is in business at Morris, Illinois; and George
F., who resides at Slater. Missouri, and is Chief
Train Dispatcher for the Chicago and Alton
Rollin
Railroad. Edwin A. is an electrician.
G. is at home.
After his marriage, Mr. Emery lived for two
years in Stark County, one year in Henry
County, and two years in Elba Township, Knox
County. In the Spring of 1868, they removed
to Lynn Township, and settled on the northeast quarter of Section 2. which is their present

home.
In religion, Mr. and Mrs. Emery are MethoIn politics, Mr. Emery is a republican.
cast his first vote for Abraham Lincoln in
1860.
He was Supervisor for eight years. Road
Commissioner for six years, and is now serving
his second term as Justice of the Peace.
Mr. Emery is a successful farmer, and a prominent and influential man in the community.
dists.

He

JOH> xMILTON SIPES.
John Milton Sipes was born January

31, 1840,

Fulton County, Pennsylvania. His father.
General John Sipes, was a farmer, and a son of
George and Catherine Sipes of Pennsylvania.
His mother was Mary (Burton) Sipes of Bedford County. Pennsylvania. General Sipes was
married to Mary, daughter of Noah and Mary
(Crumb) Barton, of New Jersey. General Sipes
in

represented Bedford County three terms in the
legislature, and was a man of marked ability.
to Illinois and settled in Galva in
1857, and died on his farm January 14, 1881, at
the age of eighty-two years.
Mr. J. M. Sipes came to Illinois with his pa-

He came

rents when seventeen years old, and remained
on his father's homestead until his marriage in
Galva, Henry County, December 20, 1876. His
wife, Emma A. Howard, was born in Lawrence
County, Ohio, September 11, 1852. She was the
daughter of O. J. and M. Howard of Ohio, who
came to Illinois in 1865, and lived in Victoria
and Walnut Grove townships, Knox County, and
in Henry County. Illinois, finally locating in
Harvey County, Kansas. Mi-s. Sipes received a
good education, and was a school teacher from
The children born to Mr. and
1874 to 1876.
John M., born December 25.
Mrs. Sipes are:
1877; William F., born February 20, 1878; Mary
Olive, born March 29, 1S81, died March 5, 1890;
Charles, born January 14. 1883, died January
24, 1883; Ava Jane, born February 20, 1891; and
George Milton, born September 5, 1896. Mr.
Sipes is a member of the Methodist church. In
politics, he is a democrat, and has held many
important offices, including that of Justice of
the Peace for eight years. School Trustee for
the same length of time, Constable, and Collector of taxes.

Mr. Sipes has a fine farm on Section 2. and is
interested in general farming, the raising of

Holstein cattle, and a high grade of swine. Mr.
and Mrs. Sipes are members of the Home Foreign Association.

AUSTIN SMITH.
Austin Smith, son of William and Lorinda
(Badger) Smith, was born in Marathon, Cortland County, New York, October 16, 1823. His
parents were married in Cortland County. His
maternal grandfather was Edmund Badger.
Mr. Smith's family history is one of much
His patei"nal grandparents. Robert
interest.
and Grace (Braithwaite) Smith, were natives of
They
England, the latter born near Leeds.
were married in the old countiy, and came to
America at the outbreak of the War of the
Revolution. Robert Smith at once enlisted in
the colonial service, and served the entire seven
years of the struggle for independence, most of
the time in the rank of Orderly Sergeant; wintered at Valley Forge; took part in the principal
battles, and was present at the surrender of
Yorktown. He served throughout the war
without a wound, and at its close received a
grant of land in Cincinnatus, Cortland County,
New York; he died in Virgil, New York, at the
age of eighty-four; there were eight children,
five sons and three daughters.

William Smith was born

New

in

Schoharie County.

York, but mover to Cortland County with
parents, where he was reared on a farm.
There were ten children, seven sons and three
daughters, two of whom died in New York. The
parents came to Illinois in 1844. and settled on
Section 27. in Township of Lynn. Knox County.
Although he had not had the advantages of the
his

KNOX COUNTY.
was a good business man and prosperous farmer. He was a deacon in the Baptist
schools, he

Church. He died at the age of ninety-two. His
wife lived to the great age of one hundred years
and three months, having been born December
15, 1790.

Austin Smith married Sarah McNaught in
Toulon, Stark County, Illinois, January 10, 1855;
they have four children:
May C, Ruth B.,
Addle F. and Charles A. Mrs. Smith is a
daughter of Thomas and Eliza
(Custer)

McNaught, early
located

at

McNaught

settlers

Fraker's

of

Grove

died at Centerville,

Illinois,

about

having
Mr.

1840.

Lynn Township.

Mr. Smith was raised on the farm, and has
been engaged in farming all his life, excepting
six years when he was in the hardware business
in Henry, Marshall County, Illinois. On account
of his health he returned to farming, and now

owns one hundred and twenty acres of land. He
was made a Mason in Henry Lodge, No. 19,
Illinois.
His father, William Smith,
also a Mason.
Mr. Smith is a Prohibitionist and Democrat,
and has held local offices.

Henry,

was

HEMAN

P.

SMITH.

Heman

P. Smith was born in Marathon, Cortland County, New York, November 14, 1833. His
parents were William Smith, born in Schenectady, New York, August 21, 1787, and Lorinda
(Badger) Smith, born near Coventry, New York,
and the daughter of Edmund Badger of Becket,
Massachusetts. His grandfather, Robert Smith,
came with his bride to America from Manchester, England, in 1776, landing at New York,
when Washington was organizing his army at
White Plains. He immediately enlisted and
served in the Revolutionary War seven years
and eight months, during part of which time he

was a commissioned officer on detailed duty.
During the war, his wife lived on the Mohawk
Flats, at Fort Stanwix. At the close of the war
he located at Schenectady, New York, where he
resided until 1794. He was a man of strong
character, and felt the military services he rendered was a duty he owed his adopted country,
and they were cheerfully performed. He led
essentially a farmer's life. He removed from
Schenectady to Cincinnatus, Cortland County,
and settled on the six hundred and forty acres
allowed him by the government for his services
in the war.
That section of New York State
was at that time almost a wilderness, and his
nearest neighbor was sixteen miles distant.
After a residence here of fourteen years, he
removed to Marathon, where he spent the
remainder of his life. He had a liberal English
education, and while residing in Schenectady,
was honored by being elected to several municipal ofllces. He had five sons and three daughters.
The sons were;
John, Isaac, Robert,
William, and Abraham.
Heman P. bmith came to Knox County with
his father, June 19, 1844, and settled in Lynn
Township, on the farm which he now occupies
and where his parents died, the father at the age

of ninety-two, and his mother at the remarkable
age of one hundred years and three months.
Mr. Smith was educated in the common schools
of Knox County, and at Beloit College, Wisconsin, from which he was recalled to take
charge of the home farm. He enlisted in the
Civil War in 1862, Company G of the Eightyninth Regiment Illinois Volunteers, and served
until February, 1865, when he was discharged
for disability, three months before the disbanding of his entire regiment. He was in all the
engagements of the regiment, which had some
of the most severe encounters of the war, and
took part in fifteen pitched battles. He was in

the front rank during the charge up Missionary
Ridge, and spent nine months in the hospital.
May 25, 1S65, Mr. Smith was married to Har-

They
riet E. Thompson, in Lynn Township.
have seven children: LaMont, born December 6,
1866; Letha, born April 7, 1870; Fred, born
September
Abbieand
Addie,
born
5,
July 8, 1873;
1880; Urban, born June 5, 1882; and Bertha,
born October 31, 1885.
In politics, Mr. Smith is an independent democrat, and has held most of the township offices,
including that of Assessor, and School Director.
He is a very successful farmer, and owns three
hundred and fifty acres of land, including the
old Smith homestead.
A. A.
A. A. Snider

November

SMDEK.

was born

in Stark County,

Illi-

and received his education in the common schools. His father, John
Snider, was born in Ohio, and his mother,
Susan S. (Wright), was a native of New York
His paternal grandparents were William
State.
and Mary Snider.
Mr. A. A. Snider is the oldest of a family of six
L. W., William E..
children. His brothers are:
and Elmer B. His sisters are both married:
Mary M., married Call Salisbury; Emma, marnois,

29, 1849,

ried John Cunningham. January 13, 1872, Mr.
Snider married Martha J. Mahaffey, in Henry
County, Illinois. Mrs. Snider was born in
Peoria County, October 22, 1849. They have two
Minnie M., born in 1876; Perry 0..
children:
born in 1882. Mrs. Snider's parents were Nain
and Deborah (Wright) Mahaffey; her father
was born in Ohio; her mother, in New York
State.
It was early in the history of Peoria
County that her father, a stone mason by trade,
They had four children. Mr. and
settled there.
Mrs. Mahaffey are now deceased.
Mr. Snider lived with his parents until he was
For about six years after his marriage,
of age.
he made his home in Stark County, on a farm
East of La Fayette. He then purchased land
in Section 1, Lynn Township, Knox County.
Illinois, wh:;re he now has a fine farm of two
hundred and seventy-two acres.
Mr. Snider is a member of the Masonic Order.
He and his wife are members of the Eastern
Star.
In religion, Mr. and Mrs. Snider are
Methodists. He is School Director, and has
been Road Commissioner several terms. In
politics, he is a republican.
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KNOX COUNTY
WARFIELD

K.

TODD.

Warfleld B. Todd was born in Frederick
County, Maryland, February 23, 1837, and was
educated in the common schools of his native
He came to Illinois with his parents,
State.
Vachel H. and Susan (Brown) Todd, in 1S51, and
he is the eldest of their three children now livThey settled first in Stark County, but in
ing.
1855, located in Lynn Township, Knox County.
In the City of Chicago in March, 1862, Mr.
Todd was married to Euphemia Lafferty, who
was born in Lynn Township, Knox County,
October 23, 1838, and is a daughter of John and
Mr. and Mrs. Todd
Sallie (Slocum) Lafferty.
have had twelve children: John: Susan; Anar;
Jennie; Charles; Nellie; Benjamin J.; Upton B.;

Emma, who died January 23. 1895; and three
who died in infancy. John married Emma
Reed. Susan is now Mrs. F. L. Hilliard; and
Anna was the wife of John Dryden, a farmer
in Stark County, who died February 22, 1899.
Mr. Lafferty was a native of Pennsylvania, and
eight years after his marriage came from Ohio
and settled in Lynn Township, where he was a
farmer until his death in July, 1867. Mrs.
Lafferty was a native of the State of New York,
and still resides upon the old homestead.
In September, 1861. Mr. Todd enlisted in Company B. Thirty-seventh Illinois Infantry, and

was Orderly Sergeant for seven months, when
he was discharged for physical disability. In
June of 1862, he enlisted again, this time in
D, Sixty-ninth Illinois Volunteers, and
was elected First Lieutenant, in which capacity
he served four months, when he was discharged
and returned home. In 1864, he was drafted
and was assigned to Company A. Thirty-sixth
Illinois, went to the front, and was in the

Company

battles of Spring Hill. Franklin and Nashville.
He served until 1865, when he was discharged
and returned to Lynn Township, where he has
since been engaged in his calling as a farmer.
His farm consists of tliree hundred and twenty
acres of good land, under excellent cultivation.
Mr. Todd is a democrat, and has always taken
an active interest in politics. In 1857, he was
elected Constable, and in 1879, Supervisor, which
In 1898. he was
office he held for six years.
again elected to the same office, which he now
holds.
He has been Assessor and Collector,
and was a School Director for eighteen years.
Mr. Todd is a member of the Masonic order,
Kewanee Chapter, No. 47, and of Lafayette Blue

Lodge. No. 501.

ALBRO, ALEXANDER W.: Merchant and
Farmer; Galva. Henry County, and Lynn TownKnox County: born November 23, 1824, in
Warren County, New York. His parents were
Samuel and Polly (Green) Albro. His father
was a soldier in the war of 1812. and secured
160 acres of land in Lynn Township on a soldier's warrant, which he settled upon and improved, coming to Knox County in 1835, the
first settler south of Fraker's Grove on Walnut Creek. Mr. Albro was married to Emily
Spaulding February 19, 1846. They have two
children living:
Esther Ann, wife of Job Babship,

and Hattie H., wife of Chauncy
both reside in the State of Nebraska. It was
in June, 1855, that he became a resident of
Galva. He kept hotel, store, and livery barn.
was prosperous in his business, and became one
He is also one
of Galva's prominent citizens.
of the directors and principal stock holders of
the Galva Gas Works. In Douglas County,
Nebraska, he has 440 acres of land and another
farm in Saunders County of the same state. In
Mr. Albro enlisted in Company G
1862,
bett;

One

Hundred

and

Twelfth

Regiment

Illi-

was captain of the
Volunters, and
Colonel Thomjis J. Henderson,
now General, commanding the regiment. After
serving nearly two years, he resigned on account
Mr. Albro
of the death of two of his children.
is a member of the Grand Army of the Republic.
In politics, he is a republican. He was Revenue
Assessor for two years after the war, during
the time of "income taxation."
nois

Company,

APPELL, CHARLES LAWRENCE; Stockman and Farmer; Lynn Township; born in
Sweden, June 7, 1836; educated in his native
His parents, Peter M. and Anna (Henland.
drickson) Appell. wer* natives of Sweden. Mr.
Appell came to America with his parents and
six brothers and sisters in 1852, landing in New
York City. They were nine weeks in a sailing
vessel.
The father and two children died of
cholera in Chicago, where they had been only
one week. Twi other children died after the
family had reached Victoria, Knox County, Illinois.
The family lived three miles East of Victoria and depended much upon Charles L., as
the oldest, tor support. Later the mother
made her home at his house where she died in
respected, nearly eighty
1SS9. honored and
years of age. For nearly ten years, Mr. Appell
worked for others, though part of this time he
worked with his brothers. Alfred and Andrew,
upon eighty acres of land which his mother
bought with money she brought from the old
country. In lSb2, the family moved to Indiana,
where Mr. Appell teamed for more than three
years, and where he met the one who became
November 11. 1SC3, he was married,
ills wife.
in Attica, Indiana, to Johanna Sophia, daughof

ter

Lars and

who came

Anna (Johnson) Anderson,

to the United States

from Sweden

in

1852, settled in Indiana, and died in Paxton
Illinois, where they had moved to educate their

children. Mr. and Mrs. Appell have had eleven
Lydia, wife of Rev. G. A. Brandelle,
children:
Denver. Colorado; Alfred, a Lutheran minister
in Peoria, Illinois: Hanna Charlotte; Carl John,
;>n attorney: Amanda Sophia: August Louis;
Edward Joseph: Alfrida Henrietta; Ferdinand
Laurence; Martin Philip; and Edith Wilhelmina. After the war. Mr. Appell returned to
Lynn Township, where he has been a successful
farmer: he is one of the largest land-owners in
the county. In religion, he is a Lutheran. He
is

a

republican.

ATHERTON, FRED;

Farmer; Lynn, Town-

ship: born July 11. 1873, in Stark County, Illinois; educated in Lafayette.
His father, Frank

KNOX
Atherton, was born June 5, 1851, in Staik
County, Illinois; his mother, Alice (Hoxton)
Atherton,
was
born
December
1850,
5,
in Pennsylvania;
his grandparents, Joseph
and
Eliza
(Simmons)
Atherton,
were
born in Ohio.
He was married to Phebe
White,
in
Toulon,
Illinois,
October
19,
1892.
They have one child, Ralph V., born
November, 1894. Mr. Atherton has a farm of
160 acres. He is a member of Walnut Grange,
No. 1653; he is also a member of the Lafayette
Band. In religious belief, he is a Methodist.
He is a democrat.
p.

CHELMAN, JOHN ALBERT; Merchant;
Henry County, Illinois; born in Victoria
Township, Knox County, January 22, 1855; eduKnox College. His parents, John P.
and Martha (Hayden) Chelman, were natives
of Sweden.
They came to the United States in
1846.
Thoy were married in Gaiesburg. The
father lived two years in Chicago, then a short
time in Canton, Illinois, and in "1850, came to
Knox County when he became a prosperous
farmer in Victoria Township; he died in 1877.
His wife survived him ten years. There were
three children:
John Albert; Lottie, deceased; and Mrs. Mary A. Ericson. Mr. Chelman remained on the home farm until 1882.
when he learned the jewelers business ;u
Galva, and conducted a jewelry store till 1885.
In 1886, he bought a grocery store in Galva,
which he has since conducted. He married Anna
Laurie, a daughter of James and Anna M.
(Knight) Soles, prominent citizens of Knox
County; James Soles died March 16, 1889,
at the age of seventy. Mr. and Mrs. Chelman is a director in the Copper Creek Mining
and Milling Company, located in Gunnison
County, Colorado; Secretary and Treasurer of
the Belleview Mountain and Milling Company,
and Vice-President of the Rustler Milling Company of Colorado. He belongs to the Knights
of Pythias and to the Modern Woodmen of
America. In politics, he is a republican. He
was elected Mayor of Galva in 1898. In 1896,
he was delegate to the republican state convention. He has been a member of the school
board for nine years.
GIBBS, RICHARD P.; Farmer; Lynn Township, where he was born August 14, 1850.
His
grandparents, Martin and Hannah
(Beck)
Gibbs, and his maternal grandparents, Joseph
and Martha Norcross, came from New Jersey;
his father, Jonathan Gibbs, was born December
22, 1808, in New Jersey, and came to Lynn
Galva,

cated in

Township

in 1838; his mother, Tamar (Norcross) Gibbs. was born May 11, 1812, in New Jersey. Mr. R. P. Gibbs was educated in the public
schools. He was married to Mary J. Reed in

Gaiesburg,
are:

November

Grace

E.,

born

25, 1875.

May

4.

Their children

1877, died

Decem-

ber

14, 1885; Stella A., born November 19, 1878;
Laura E., born December 13, 1880; and Harry
A., born February 13, 18.83.
Mrs. Gibbs was a

school teacher before her
tics, he is a republican.

HAMERSTRAND. JOHN
Township; born May

marriage.

In poli-

W.; Farmer; Lynn
Sweden, where

29, 1840, in

C:

OU

JSI

TY

he was educated; his grandparents were Nels
and Mary Hamerstrand of Sweden; his father,
Erick J. Hamerstrand, was born in Sweden in
Mr. John W.
1S08, and died May 29, 1892.
Hamerstrand was married to Anna Carlson
Altona,
in
May 21, 1877. Their children
are:
Albert W., born February 5, 1878; Elma
C, born December 3, 1879; Fannie E., born
August 11, 1885. Mr. Hamerstrand came to
America in 1868, and worked on different farms
In 1886, he bought a farm of 140
at Altona.
acres in Lyna Township, upon which he is now
erecting a commodious residence. Mr. Hamerstrand is a member of the Lutheran church. In
politics, he is a republican.
HATHAWAY, J. B.; Farmer; Lynn Township; born March 23, 1860, in Galva, Illinois;
his grandfather was Jeptha Hathaway of North
Adams County, Massachusetts; his maternal
grandparents were William and Jane Mowatt of
Scotland; his parents were A. F. Hathaway,
born in 1820, in North
Adams, and Jane
(Mowatt) Hathaway, who was born in 1819, 'n
Edinburgh, Scotland. Mr. Hathaway was eduSchool.
in
the
Galva
High
He was marcated
ried in Lynn Township March 2, 1886, to M.
Edith Jones, who was born June 15, 1862. They
have two children:
Alta Adaline, born July
1, 1894; and Howard Raymond, born August 27.
Mr. Hathaway has a farm of one hundred
1899.
sixty acres a mile south of Galva.
He is a member of the Modern Woodmen of America, Number 241, Galva. He is a model farmer. In polirepublican.
tics, he is a
HAYES, THOMAS A.; Lynn Township; born
June 9, 1838, in Saratoga County. New York.
His parents were Isaac and Agnes E. (Alexander) Hayes of Gaiway, Saratoga County, New
York, where his father was born December 14,
1799.
Mr. 1. A. Hayes was married in Altona.
Illinois. November 22, 1884, to Jennie C. Swan,
who was born February 22, 1862. Their children are: George Ferris, born March 29, 1886;
E. Alexander, born June 14, 1888; Agnes E.,
born January 14, 1890; and Mabel May, born
December ^2, 1891. Mr. Hayes has a farm of
one hundred and ten acres, twenty acres of
which are used for the cultivation of hops. He
In
is a member of the Presbyterian church.
politics, he is a republican.

JACKSON,
Township;

EDWARD

born March

L.;
19,

Farmer;
1838,

in

Lynn

Goshen,

Ohio; his grandparents were Jothan H. Jackson of Ireland, and Mary Jackson of England;
his father, P. M. JacKson, was born May 15, 1807,
in New York: his mother, Jane (Meek) JackHe was
son, was born June 7, 1812, in Ohio.

married in Abingdon, Illinois. November 2,
1859, to Rhoda M. Morey. 'who was born Februai-y 22. 1843.
Their children are: C. P., born
November 30, 1861; A. M., born July 26, 1863;
C. A., born May 26, 1872.
Their children are all
married. C. P. Jackson is a manufacturer of
shoes in De Kalb County, and A. M. is a farmer.
Mrs. E. L. Jackson was a school teacher. Her
father

was Amos Morey, a Methodist preacher,
his ministry in 1853. and died at

who began

Jf/fc^^^^^

^

,

jA-rx^^^i-J^

KNOX CorNI'V
LaFayette, in
In politics, he

Mr. Jackson
a democrat.

IS'Jli.

is

is

a iMetUodisi.

Wooster Ohio; his grandfather, Charles H.
Jones, and his maternal grandparents, J. C. and
Amelia Jaynes, can-.e from England. His parents were Walter N. and Adaline (Jaynes) of
Ohio. He was married in Galva, November 7,
at

18SS.
1871.

Jennie Todd, who was born June 1,
Their children are:
Milo Todd, born

to

December 4, 1890; Vachel Hamilton Todd, born
June 27, 1893; Jennie May, born March 6. 189S.
Mrs. Jones is a member of the Eastern Star.
Lafayette. Mr. Jones owns a farm of one hundred and sixty acres on Section 11, Lynn Township.
In addition, he runs a threshing machine,
a corn sheller. a feed mill, a saw mill, and a
blacksmith shop. Mr. Jones is a Methodist. In
politics, he is a republican.

KERMEEN, R. P.; Farmer; Lynn Township;
where he was born June 20, 1865; grandparents
were James and Mary Kermeen; parents.
James and Julia (Carlett) Kermeen, came from
the Isle of

Man

(1849),

locating at

Brirafield,

Peoria County; removed (1858) to Lynn TownR. P. Kermeen was born June 20. 18t).5;
educated in common schools: married June 21,
1894, to Anna M. Wade of Henry County; one
child. Frederick Wade, born October 1, 1897.
Mrs. Kermeen was born in the Isle of Man
(1S71) and came to'America (1890); Methodist.
Mr. Kermeen is a democrat, and holds the oflBce
ship.

of

L.:
Farmer: Lynn
born January 11, 1863, in Henry
County, Illinois. His parents were Edward and
Ann (Craine) Kewley, who came from the Isle
He
of Man: educated in the common schools.
was married in Henry County. Illinois, January 16. 1889, to Edith H. Clucas. who was born
December 4, 1870, in Henry County. Their chilMyrtle A., born February 12. 1890.
dren are:
and Margie L., born September 9. 1892. Mr.
is a member of the I. O. O. F., Lodge
Xo. 408. Galva, and of Maple Grove Grange. No.
Mr. Kewley is a Methodist. In politics,
1680.
is a republican, and nas been a School Di-

Kewley
he

rector.

NANCE, BURTON

F.;

W.
was

Mr. Selis a member of the Relief Corps.
lon has a farm of 320 acres of choice land, and
deals largely 'n fine stock. In religion, he is a
Methodist. In politics, he is a republican, ami
has been a School Director.

and

Road Commissioner.

KEWLEY, EDWARD

Township:

ship;

mother, barah I'otter, was born June 9,
near Parkersburg, West Virginia. George
Ohio. He
educated
in
was
Potter
in
Jackson,
Luna
married
to
J.
Toulon, Illinois, October 28, 1869. Their children are: Edgar S., born November 10, 1870:
born
Jane,
Eva
April
22,
1874;
Fred A., born
.\ugust 6, 1876; Ada May, born November 22,
1879; Inez L., born February 5, 1884; Sarah E..
born February 7, 1886; George 0., born December 14, 1888; Glen A., born May 21, 1892. Edgar
S., and Eva J., are married and live near Galva.
Illinois.
Mr?. Potter is President of the W. R.
C. Corps, No. 19, Galva, Uhuols. Mr. Potter was
a resident of Stark County, during which time
During the
he served on tha School Board.
Civil War he enlisted in Company G. One Hundred and Thirty-second Regiment Illinois Volunteers. He has been Commander of the G. A.
Mr.
R., Post No. 33, for a number of years.
Potter is a republican.
SELLON, WILLIAM I.: Farmer: Lynn Township, where he was born September 1, 185:!.
his father, Edward Sellon, was born near London, England; his mother, Elizabeth (Charles)
Sellon, came from Wales; his grandmother,
Elizabeth Brown, came from Columbus. Ohio;
he was educated in the public schools. Mr.
Sellon was married to Augusta B. Johnson, in
Stark County, Illinois, February 28, 1877. Their
children are: Claude, born December 19, 1878;
lona Belle, born Jnfy 5, 1881; Jane, born March
Mrs. Sellon was born April 28, 1854.
9, 1883.
his

1798,

JONES. CHARLES H.; Farmer and Machinist;
Lynn Township; born August 8, 18ti4,

Farmer: Lynn Town-

born February 11, 1864, in Wethersfield,
educated in Kcwanee and Quincy. His

Illinois;

SHEAHAN, DANIEL W.: Farmer; born AugHe came with his parents. John
ust 13. 1843.
and Margaret (Goodman) Sheahan, from Saratoga County, New York, to Knox County in
Township. He was
1855, settling in Copley
married to Sarah J. Brown of Copley Township
Their children are: John P., William
in 1856.
W., Albert G., James F.. Francis A., Daniel E..
Adelaide M., and Mary E. In 1862, he enlisted
in Company I One Hundre'd and Second Illinois
Volunteers Infantry. He was First Sergeant.
First I.,ieutenant, and acting Adjutant at the
muster out of his Regiinent. In the Spring of
1873. he went to Nebraska and returned to

father was Hiram Nance. M. D.. of New Albany,
Indiana: his mother was Sarah R. (Smith!
Nance of Batavia. Ohio. Mr. Nance's paternal

Lynn Township in 1881. He is a member of
Walnut Grange. P. of H., No. 16.53, and P. G.
Tait Post, Grand Army of the Republic, of Vic-

grandparents were William and Nancy Nance
of Virginia: his maternal gi-andparents. George
and Martha Smith of Ohio, Mr. Nance was
married to Eva JI. Cowden. in Burns Township.
Henry County, Illinois. October 15. 1889. Mr.
and Mrs. Nance have one child, Daisy A., born
January 13, 1891. Mr. Nance is libera! in his
religious belief. In polities, he is a republican.

Since returning to Illinois he has served
toria,
seven years as School Director, and in 1890. was
elected Town Clerk, a position he still holds,
having been elected to the office each year. In
religion. Mr. Sheahan is a Catholic; in politics,
he is independent, though generally voting the
democratic ticket.

He holds the

POTTER,

office of

School Director.

GEORGE

Farmer:
Lynn
Township; born in May, 1843, in Washington
County, Ohio. His father, Joseph Potter, was
born

May

19. 1797. in

W.;

Providence, Rhode Island:

SHEAHAN,

JAMES

Township; born June

8.

Farmer:
G.:
1863. in Copley

Lynn
Town-

ship; educated in Galesburg and Galva, Illinois,
and Davenport. Iowa; his parents were .lohn

and Margaret (Goodman) Sheahan; they were
was
Sheahan
Mr.
Ireland.
born
in

KNOX COUNTY
married

in

Galva,

Illinois,

October

20,

to
Mary Sullivan, who was born
1886,
October 25,
1865;
she
was the daughter of Cornelius and Julia (Handley) Sullivan.
Their children are; Julia M., born January Hi,
1888; Mary, born November 6, 1890; John C,
born May 6, 1892: Leo, born September 10,
Mr.
1893; Cornelius A., born April 12, 1896.
Sheahan is a School Director. In politics, he is
a democrat. He is a Catholic.

SWAN, TAYLOR C:

Farmer; Lynn Town-

where he was born, February 20, 1865. His
grandfathers were Taylor C. Swan and David
Johnson; his parents were George M. and Elizabeth M. (Johnson) Swan of Indiana, born
February 25, 1835, and October 16, 1840, respectively.
He was educated in the common schools.
Mr. Swan was married in Galesburg August 28,
1894, to Sadie A., daughter of Daniel Stivers of
Roseville, Warren County, Illinois. She was
born March 15, 1872. Their children are, Glenn
ship,

J.,

28, 1895, and Stella A., born
In religion Mr. Swan is a MethIn politics, he is a republican.

born February

May

20, 1897.

odist.

VICTORIA TOWNSHIP.
By J. W. Temple.
The surface of Victoria Township is somewhat broken, in some parts running down into
timber land toward the south. It is well watered and drained by branches of Walnut Creek
and tributaries

of

Spoon River.

Some

of its

prairie land, however, is equal to the best in

the county, and this comprises about two-thirds
of

its

entire area.

The larger portion

of its

timbered land is underlaid with a fine vein of
Stock farming has also been extensively
coal.
and successfully conducted.
The early settlers chose to locate farms in or
near the timoer in preference to the prairie,
because of the shelter, fuel and .building ma-

Township began to
arrive in 183=). Among them were John Essex,
Brown, Moody and Moses Robinson,
Aldredge and one or two others, who
in Victoria

located farms in the "timber." Others followed
among them being Deacon
George H. Reynolds, who built the first house
on the prairie. He was also the first postmaster in Victoria and the first tavern keeper,
if we except a small hostlery kept for a few

the next year,

years at the old site of Victoria village. The first
child born in this township was Sarah, daughMoody Robinson, who first opened her
eyes on November 16, 1836. The first marriage
was that of Peter Sornborger and Phebe Wilbur, in 1836, on Section 39. The first sermons
preached were by Revs. Z. Hall and Charles
Bostwick. Passons Aldredge was the first Juster of

Shurtleff

the township teaching, in 1838, in a log school
house in a grove of timber on Section 21. Most
the school houses in this early day were
built of roughly hewn logs.
There are now
nine substantial frame school buildings in the
township. One of the schools is graded, and
the enrollment is two hundred and eightyeight.
These houses cost nearly six thousand
of

dollars.

Many

of the

first

settlers

of

Victoria were

from the South; the Robinsons coming from
Tennessee, which State they left because of
their conscientious objection to slavery.
This
family appears to have been of exceptional
longevity, one member having reached the age

hundred and four; another, a lively old
lady, still a resident of the village, is past
ninety-nine and seems likely to live for several
years more.
Another, familiarly called -old
Uncle Moses Robinson," lived till past ninetyof one

four.
This town is rather noted for the number of extremely old persons in its limits, not a
few having lived past the age of ninety years.
The population of Victoria is peaceful, lawabiding and industrious.
They have two
churches; and in addition to the religious training given in these, services are held in many of
its school houses.
Among its citizens is a large

percentage of Swedish birth or descent,

who

here, as everywhere, prove to be a valuable
addition to the population; and by their thrift
and industry many of them have become

wealthy and solid citizens. The first pioneer
these was Rev. Jonas J. Hedstrom, who
town ait an early day, and succeeded in drawing after him a numerous
immigration from Sweden.
In the early settlement, many of the farmers
were compelled tc haul their wheat to Chicago,
a distance of over one hundred and sixty miles.
Wheat was then worth but thirty cents for

among

terial afforded.

The pioneers

Peace and Henry Shurtleff the first
Both were elected in 1837.
Mr.
was also the first school teacher in

tice of the

Constable.

settled in the

choice fall varieties.
On the return trips
they brought home lumber, salt and dry goods.
The population of the township has remained
nearly stationary for forty years, being, by the
census of 1890, eleven hundred and seventyin 1860, it was eleven
hundred and
twenty: in 1870, the returns showed eleven hundred and ninety; and in 1880, twelve hundred

nine;

and

fifty-two.

The
were

first

J. L.

town

officers elected (in April, 1853)

Jarnigan, Supervisor;

J.

F. Hubbell.

KNOX

C;

UNT Y

Youngs, Assessor; C. A. Shurtleft,
Collector; Alex Sornborger, Overseer of the
Poor; A. B. Codding, Peter Van Buren and J.
W. Mosher, Highway Commissioners; Peter
Van Buren and Moses Robinson, Justices of the
Peace; C. A. ShurtleCf and Seneca Mosher, Con-

now among its commercial institutions,
and these improved trade facilities have wonderfully added to the growth and
importance
of both village and township.

VICT<nJIA VILL.ViJE.

Of these, the first, in order of time was
the
Congregational Society, which was originally
organized as a Presbyterian body, but
subsequently changed its affiliations.
It

Clerk;

B.

By
The

J.

W. Temple.

village of Victoria, one of the very few

in Knox County until lately lacking railroad facilities, yet which persistently went on
and prospered without them, is located on the
high ground of a beautifully rolling prairie,
partly in Copley and partly in Victoria town-

towns

ships.

It

was

first

laid out

May

11,

1849,

by

are

Victoria also has a well conducted
graded
school and three churches— Methodist,
Congregational and Swedish Methodist.

dates

existence from
fied

with

the

May

30, 1841,

and became

Congregational

its

identi-

communion on

April 25, 1849.

On August 12, 1852, a church
twelve hundred dollars was dediand the congregation subsequently
built

edifice costing

cated,

A. A. Denny, then County Surveyor, for John
Becker, J. W. Spaulding, J. J. Hedstrom, J.
Halstrom, W. L. Shurtleff, J. Freed and G. F.
Reynolds, A. Arnold and J. Knapp. It was at
first platted on Sections 7 and 16 of Victoria
Township, but soon spread until it covered

a parsonage, valued at eight hundred
dollars.
The number of communicants is
eighty-nine,
and there are ninety pupils in the
Sunday

The

and the present incumbent of the
office is Rev
James J. Watson. N. B. Ives, Jr., is
Superin-

parts of Sections 12 and 13 of Copley.

and one-half miles
southeast of its present location; where those
pioneers of a new settlement, a store, a tavern,
and a blacksmith shop, strove to become the
nucleus of a future town.
But the Chicago
road ran through the present site, and George
F. Reynolds kept his house here open as a
tavern, and the village gradually formed around
its present position, presumably to be nearer
a good tavern and an important road.
This
hypothesis accounts for the number of proprietors when the place was finally platted.
They had come there and actually started a
town before it had been laid out at all, so that
nearly all the residents may be reckoned
among the early owners of desirable village
village originally started one

lots.

The present village of Victoria boasts of over
three hundred inhabitants, and is the center
of a flourishing farming community and of a
considerable.loca'. trade.

Its first,

and

for

many

years its only, store was conducted by John
Becker. Early in 1S99, it had four, besides a
postoffice, which distributed more reading matter in proportion to the population than any
other in the county. The last mentioned circumstance affords an index to the average intelligence of its people. In the Summer of 1899, the
Galesburg and Eastern Railroad was extended
into the township and village, thus furnishing

a fresh impetus to business prosperity. Lumber yards, stock yards, elevators and a bank

school, while the Young People's
Society
Christian Endeavor has a membership

of

of sixty-

five.

The

first

pastor was Rev.

S.

G.

Wright

tendent of the Sunday school.
The Methodist Episcopal denomination
a church

has

membership of eighty-seven, and a
Sunday school attendance of fifty. A
house of
worship was erected in 1855, at an
outlay of

three thousand dollars. The present
pastor is
Rev. W. S. Porter, who also has
charge of the
Maxey chapel, in the township of Persifer.
The
latter is a branch, or mission,
of the Victoria
church.
It has thirty-nine

members and

Sunday school attendance

of fifty.
In that part of the village
lying in

Township may be found

the

first

Methodist church ever organized.

a

Copley
Swedish

It was estabon December 15, 184G, with
only five
members, by Rev. J. J. Hedstrom,
the founder
of Swedish Methodism.
A church edifice was
erected in 1854, and a parsonage
built three

lished

years later, the denomination's
real property
being at present valued at three
thousand five
hundred dollars. It conducts a mission
church
at Center Prairie, in Victoria
Township,
a house of worsnip costing
fifteen

where
hundred

dollars has been built. There is
but one Board
of Trustees for both bodies, the
two branches
virtually constituting one church.

The Center

Prairie branch

was organized in 1869, by Rev.
Peter Newburg. The aggregate
membership of
both churches is one hundred and fifty,
and of
the Sunday schools, eighty.
The

manent pastor was Rev. H.

O.

first

per-

Wester,

who

.

KK

830
came
is

in 1857.

The uresent minister

O

X CO U K T

in charge

Rev. Otto Raba.

Popular sentiment has always been intolerant
and there are no licenses granted

of the saloon,

for the sale of ardent spirits.
Victoria has many societies.

The

G.

A. R.

has a flourishing post, the village having furnished many gallant volunteers to the national
Vicforces during the War of the Rebellion.
toria Lodge of the Odd Fellows' fraternity is a

The Masonic brotherthriving society here.
hood has a hall and a large membership. The
Modern Woodmen have a large and flourishing
camp, and, with the Rebekahs and Odd Fellows,
occupy a

line hall.

(jEOIUiE W. REVNOLDS.
Captain George W. Reynolds was boru in

He is
Milton, Massachusetts, July 15, 1826.
the son of George F. and Abigail (Locke)
Reynolds, who were natives of New Hampat
born
been
having
father
shire—the
mother in the
the
1799;
in
Baringtou,
They had a famsame town, in 1804.
Charles
George W.,
four children:
ily of
C, John W., and Julia A. They came to Illinois in June, 1835, when George W. was only
nine years old, and settled for a short time in
They came to Knox County
on a farm in Victoria Townbeen known for nearly two
full generations as the "Reynolds Farm." Here
the father livjd, and died at a ripe old age,
Tazewell County.
in 1836, settling
ship, which has

within seven years of the century
He was Victoria's first Postmaster; was
Justice of the Peace for many years; and was
one of the first organizers of the town, which
stands mostly on his land.
Captain Reynolds' early school advantages
were not at all satisfactory. He remained on
the home farm until 1853, attending the district school as much as his farm duties would
permit. Schools throughout the State had not
then been organized, and here and there, the
little log school house stood as the precursor
The school
of the better structures of to-day.
was three miles distant, and George availed
himself of all the instruction that the littte log
cabin afforded. At the age of eighteen he attended Knox Academy for one year, paying his

reaching

mark.

board by working nights and mornings, and
Saturdays. He then returned to the old homestead, remaining until 1847, when he took a
trip to the New England States. In the Spring
of 1848, he returned to Illinois and took his
His next
father's farm on shares until 1854.
adventure was to California by the overland
route, in search of gold. After remaining there
for two years, he returned by the way of Pan-

ama and New Orleans, and settled on the farm
which he subsequently purchased, and where
he now lives.
Captain Reynolds is imbued with a good degree of patriotism and served his country faithfully during the late Rebellion.

In 1862, he en-

Y
Company K,

Eighty-third Illinois Vollisted in
He served
unteers and was chosen Captain.
through the war and was mustered out in June,
1865.
He returned to his home in Victoria, receiving the plaudits of his fellow townsmen for
He then engaged in
his meritorious services.

farming and stock-raising.
Captain Reynolds has always had the confidence of his neighbors, and the citizens genHe was elected Town Clerk for several
was Township Treasurer of the School
Fund for about ten years, and has been School
Director for a long time. The village of Victoria was organized in 1887, since which time
he has been Village Treasurer. In religious beerally.

years,

lief, he is a Congregationalist, and has always
done active work for the church. In politics, he
is a true republican, believing thoroughly in
republican measures and principles.
Captain Reynolds has been twice married.
His first wife was Mary C. Hotchkiss, a native
of New York. They were married in February,
L849, and the union was blessed with one son,
Lewis M., born October 26, 1849. Mrs. Reynolds
died in 1858, and a second marriage took place

in 1859, to Elizabeth Swickard, a native of
County, Ohio; they have one daughter,
Jennie M., born November 1, 1868, and now the
Mr. and Mrs. Mcwife of James McMaster.
Master have one daughter, Ethelyne, born in

Wayne

1896.

BECKER, JOHN; Merchant

(retired);

Vic-

Township: born June

10. 1811, in Otsego
York.
His father was Philip
his grandfather, Jacob Becker, came
from Germany, and was a soldier in the Revolution.
Mr. Becker was educated in the common schools. He was married in Victoria, October 12, 1845, to Mary J. Smith, daughter of an
1839 settler of Victoria, and a sister of Judge
A. A. Smith, of Galesburg. Their children are:

toria

County,
Becker;

New

Hannah,

Emma,

Ella,

Carrie,

and

Sue

L.

Mr. Becker came to Victoria in 1844, and was a

He moved to
twenty years.
Galesburg, where he was prominent in banking
circles, and was Alderman of the Third Ward.
In 1892, he returned to Victoria Township, and
In
settled on a farm which he owned in 1845.
He was a
religion. Mr. Becker was a Methodist.
merchant

for

republicaa.

BULSON. FREDERICK; Farmer; Victoria
Township; born July 10, 1820, in Otsego County,
New York; educated in the district schools.
His father, Isaac Bulson, of Rennsselaer County.
New York, was a farmer and settled in Otsego
County.
Frederick worked on the farm till
In
1846, when he came to Victoria Township.
the Spring of 1847, while on a visit in Pike
County, he enlisted for the Mexican War in
Company K. First Regiment Illinois Volunteers.
He marched to Santa Fe, New Mexico,
and after a service of twenty-one months returned to Illinois and was discharged. He soon
after bought the farm on which he lived for
half a century. He now owns 600 acres of land
in Copley, Victoria, and Lynn townships, besides a large tract in Nebraska. He was married in March. 1850. to Mary, daughter of John

A.^S/'.

KNOX COUNT V.
Hainliue.
ters:

They had three sons and

George H. (deceased),

Hannah

Ira,

daugh-

five

Abram

(de-

Susan E., Alice
and Mary. Ira is a farmer in Copley Township; Abram died August lU, 1SS9, aged twentythree years; George H. died at the age of five
years; Susan E. is Mrs. W. A. Shaw of Nebraska; Sarah E. is Mrs. O. C. Bradley of Iowa.
Mr. Bulson died January 9, 1892. Mr. Bulson
was a democrat and served as Road Commissioner and School Director.
ceased), Sarah E.,

COLEMAN,

JAMES;

A.,

Farmer;

Victoria

Township; born December 27, 1830, in Mercer
County, Pennsylvania.
His father, Samuel
Coleman, came to Victoria Township in 1855,

and died

in 1875;

his

mother came from

Ire-

land. He was educated in the common schools.
Mr. Coleman was thrice married. His first wife
died in Pennsylvania; his second in Illinois;
he married as his third wife, Eliza Kane, of
Victoria.
Mr. Coleman came with his father
from Pennsylvania, and located on a farm near
him.
He finally moved to the homestead
where he now lives. He has been School Director for twenty-one years.
His children are:
Lincoln, John, William. Clyde. Francis J., Lottie, Ada P., and Susie B.
DEWOLFE, CLAYTON A.; Farmer; Victoria
ria Township; born April 30, 1845. He was the
son of Joseph DeWolfe, and Mary Ann, daughter of Martin Gibbs, one of the early settlers. Mr.
DeWolfe was educated in the common schools.
He was married to Lucetta. daughter of Joseph Atherton. March 7, 1867. at West Jersey,
They have four children: Burton A.,
Illinois.
Ernest C, Ethel N., andj^ouise. One son is a
farmer, the other a carpenter, both of whom
are members of the Grange. Mr. DeWolfe went
to Iowa in 1880, and in 1889. he returned to
Illinois and settled in Goshen; in 1890, he
moved to Victoria Township. In 1894, he w^as
elected Road Commissioner and served three
years; he has also been School Director for several years. In religion, Mr. DeWolfe is a Protes-

tant.

ERICSON, ERIC; Farmer; Victoria Townborn in Farla, Soken Lane, Helsingland.
Sweden, March 2, 1836; educated in his native
land. His father was John Ericson of Sweden,
who died at the age of eighty-six years at the
home of his son, Eric; his mother was Segrid
Munson. His paternal grandparents were Eric
and Margaret (Peterson) Ericson; his paternal
great-grandfather was John Ericson. The family is an old and honored one in Sweden.
Mr.

ship;

Ericson came to the United States with his parents in 1850, and settled in Manitowoc, Wisconsin. In 1864, he came to Knox County with
his wife and settled in Victoria Township, Section 10, where he bought seventy acres of land;
he now owns 320 acres, besides timber land. In

Manitowoc, Wisconsin. Mr. Ericson was married to Christina Bloom. February 6. 1862; they
had one son. John E.. born May 27, 1866. Mrs.
Ericson died March 4. 1896. at the age of fiftynine.
John E. Ericson was married, January
18. 1888. to Amanda, daughter of John A. John-

son, a blacksmith in Victoria; they have four
Edna Christina, Alice Maurie, Earl
children:
John, and Carl Magnus. Mr. Ericson is one of
the best farmers in the township, and was for
six years Road Commissioner. He is a member
of the Swedish Methodist Episcopal Church. In
politics, he is a republican.

HARDINE, SVANTE B.; Farmer; Victoria
Township; born September 10, 1858, in Sweden,
where he was educated and learned the carHe was married to Mary Nelpenters' trade.
son, in Victoria, December 30, 1S81; their chilEarl M., Raymond B., Hazel N.,
dren are:
Esther M., Ethel J. Mr. Hardine came to Galesburg in 1880, and worked at the carpenters'
trade for two years; he then located on the
farm in Victoria Township, on which his
father-in-law, B. Nelson, settled in ISGS, which
he afterwards bought. In 1890, he removed to
Galva, Illinois, where he died in 1891. Mr. Hardine is a member of the Lutheran Church.
In politics, he is a republican.
HEDSTROM, CHARLES O.; P^armer; Vic-

Township; born in Walnut Grove TownJanuary 29, 1868. His father, Nels Hedwas an early settler and prominent
farmer of Walnut Grove Township. Charles O.
Hedstrom was educated in the common schools,
and began farming in 1892, with his brother.
In 1894, he located on a farm in Victoria Township, where he now resides. He was married to
May Herald, of Victoria, July 28, 1892. They
bad three children: Cecil C, Hester and Josephine. He is a republican, and a member of
the Modern Woodmen of America.
He is one
toria
ship,

strom,

of the leading farmers of his township.
JONAS; The precise place

HEDSTROM

of

Mr. Hedstrom's birth cannot be certainly told,
but it is believed to have occurred on the
Island of Oland, Sweden, August 13, 1813. His
brother, Olof, who was ten years older, had as
t^arly as 1825 arrived in New York, and within
a decade had become a Methodist minister. In
1833 Olof visited the fatherland, and on his return to America was accompanied by Jonas.
The first few years of his residence in this
country Jonas Hedstrom passed in the States
of New York and Pennsylvania, and worked at
his trade, as a blacksmith.
When a family

named Sornberg moved west to Victoria, Illithe young smith was irresistibly led to
follow them, in 1838.
The reason was made
clear when he shortly married one of the Misses
Sornberg. He took up his abode with his wife
at Farmington.
Duiing his residence in the
East, he had become converted to Methodism,
and in 1839 he commenced to preach in the
Salem school house, a little way east of Victoria, still continuing to work at his forge, as
his regular occupation.
His sermons were in
English, and were listened to by many of the
settlers thereabouts.
However, believing that
many of his countrymen would soon cross the
ocean and find a home on the western prairies,
he obtained from his pastor. Mr. Clark, a testament with the English and Swedish text in
parallel columns. Thus he renewed his knowledge of the Swedish tongue, which he had alnois,

KNOX COUNTY.
most forgotten. The preparation was timely.
Swedish immigrants came, many of them directed to Illinois through Rev. Olof Hedstrom,
who was conducting a mission for them in the
Bethel ship at New York. In 1845 Olof Olson,
sent by the Jansonists of northcentral Sweden to secure a suitable site for the
colony, was directed to Jonas Hedstrom, and by
him assisted in purchasing the first land for the
Bishop Hill colony. In July, 1846, iunc Janson,
and a band of followers, came to Victoria, and
were hospitably entertained by Mr. Hedstrom,
after which they were piloted to their destina-

who had been

tion.

On December 15, 1846, Jonas Hedstrom organin his log-cabin at Victoria, a Swedish
Methodist Church, with a nucleus of five memThis was the first Swedish Methodist
bers.
The small beginorganization in the world.
ning grew and flourished, and Mr. Hedstrom
was led to join the Peoria conference in 1847.
Thenceforth he devoted his time entirely to the
ministry, becoming an indefatigable worker.
He traveled extensively over a wide circuit, and
established churches at Andover, Galesburg,
Rock Island and Moline; and assisted in forming a church at New Sweden, Iowa, and a Norwegian organization at Leland, Illinois. His
strong constitution finally succumbed to the
ized,

severities of "circuit"

life.

In the Fall of 1857

he retired, and on May 11, 1859, went to his
heavenly reward, at the age of forty-five. The
funeral sermon was preached by Rev. W. P.
Graves, and the remains interred in VicIn 1874 his wife passed away.
toria cemetery.
Of his five children, two are living Luther
Hedstrom and Mrs. Becker, of Victoria.
JARVIS, SAMUEL; Parmer; Victoria; born
December 5, 1829, at Long Island; educated in
the common schools. He was married to Mary
Their children
E. Dean in Victoria in 1857.
are:
Fannie, Jennie, and Hetty; his second
marriage was with Hannah Sornberger in Victoria.
They have one child, Lena. Mr. Jarvis

—

learned the carpenters' trade in New York City,
and came to Victoria in 1855. He worked at his
trade and farmed for several years, and then
moved into the village. Mr. Jarvis is a republican.
In 1888, he was appointed Postmaster
and held the office till 1893: he was deputy for
three years, re-appointed, and now holds the
He is a prominent
office at the present time.
Mason, and was Master for ten years; Deputy
Grand Master for the Thirteenth District of
Illinois; Deputy Grand Lecturer of the State,
and has been Assessor and School Director.
Mr. Jarvis is a member of the Methodist
Church.
LARSON, JUSTUS A.; Farmer; Victoria

Township; born June

14, 1858, in

Copley Town-

ship, Knox County, Illinois. His father, Lewis
Larson, was born in Sweden and came to CopThere were four sons
ley Township in 1844.
and one daughter: Henry G.; Justus A.; John
W., deceased; Victor T.; and Ida M. Mr. Larson was educated in the Galesburg Business
He was married to Elizabeth ChallCollege.
man in Walnut Grove Township, October 10,

There was one son, Paul K.
has always been a leader in town
1888.
is

Highway Commissioner
He is a republican.

Mr. Lareon
affairs.

of Victoria

He

Town-

ship.

OLMSTED, AARON W.; Liveryman;

Vic-

born July 5, 1851, in Otsego County, New
educated in the common schools. His
parents were Henry B. and Catherine (Wilder)
Olmsted. He was married to Etta Robbins in
Oneida March 24, 1874. Their children were:
Lester; Claud, deceased; Harry; Paul; Hazel;
Rex; and Don, deceased. Mr. Olmstead moved
with his family to Marceline, Missouri, in September, 1892. They returned to Galesburg in
December, 1893, where his wife died January
Her parents were Rubin and Mary
24, 1894.
(Mayo) Robbins. His second mariage was with
Lone E. Sornberger. June 15, 1895; they have
toria;

York;

one son, Winthrop A., born March 8, 1896. Her
parents were Anson and Catherine (Wilbur)
Sornberger, of New York. Mr. Olmstead followed farming until 1895, since which time he
has been engaged in the livery business. In
politics, he is a republican.
ROBINSON, CHARLES S.; Merchant; Victoria; born June 4, 1845, at Victoria, Illinois;
educated in the Business College of Davenport,
Iowa.
He was married to Emily Bristol in
Galesburg, in 1869. Their children are: Grace
E. and Gertrude. Mr. Charles S. Robinson is a
son of Moses Robinson, a farmer, who came to
Victoria Township in 1836, and engaged in the
mercantile business in 1866. Moses Robinson
died January 2, 1898, at the age of ninety-three.
Charles S. Robinson began business with his
father in 1867. He was afterwards in business

Nebraska^and Greenfield, Iowa. He
returned to Victoria in 1883 and engaged in the
mercantile business with E. Coleman. He sold
out in 1896, and a year later engaged in the
same business with George M. Sornborger Mr.
Robinson is a democrat and was the first President of the village.
SAYRE, CHARLES A.: Druggist; Victoria;
born August 9, 1844. at Rushville, New York;
educated in the common schools and Rushville
Academy. His father was John Sayre. Mr. C.
A. Sayre was married to Mary E. Young, in
Victoria, February 28, 1884.
They have one
child, Gertrude Peabody.
Mr. Sayre enlisted in
in Beatrice,

April, 1861, in

Company

E, Twenty-eighth Reg-

New York

Volunteer Infantry for two
Company C, Fifteenth
Cavalry, and served until June, 1865,
as first Sergeant.
September 4, 1865, he enlisted in Company F, Fifteenth United States
Cavalry, and served as Sergeant for three years.
Mr. Sayre spent four years in Minnesota, where
he was for a time Deputy Clerk of the District court.
In 1875, he came to Victoria. He
is a member of Village Board, and Commander
of P. G. Tait Post, No. 698, G. A. R. Mr. Sayre
is a democrat.
SILEN, JOHN E.; Farmer; Victoria Township; born in Sweden April 3, 1825, where he
was educated. In July, 1858, he was married
to Catrena Patronella, who died March 18, 1876.
January 19, 1878, he was married to Matilda

iment

years; then re-enlisted in

New York

KN
Hy the

.\

marriage, he had rour
Arthur E., o£ Nebraska, grocer and
children:
farmer; Sophia; Emma; and Lorena. Mr. Silen
Koiline.

came

tirst

America

V O V N T V
toria.

A.,

L.

Their children are:
Ralph B,, Ro.ss
Eselwin, and Robert C. Mr. Woolsey's

came from New York to DeKalb County,
moved to Victoria, where he died in
1853. leaving his wife, who died in 1867, and tour
sons, W. McKindry. John A., Russell, and
Thomas, and one daughter Hannah. Dr. Fifield
was born in New Hampshire in 1805. and came
to Victoria in 1837.
He was a practicing phyfather

in 1846, and lived at Bishop
Hill one year, when in company with George
L'hallman he went to Galesburg and worked at
the carpenters' trade. In 1850, he went to Peoria, where he remained until the Fall of 1851,
when he moved to Victoria, and began buying
stock.
In 1852-3, he worked at his trade of
carpenter. In 1859, he moved upon a farm that

and

he purchased the year before and on which he
In 1863, he built a house of lumMr. Silen has been a
ber hauled from Peoria.
very successful farmer.
In politics, he is a

Hundred and Thirty-eighth Illinois Volunteers,
and served till the close- of the war. He is living on the Fifield homestead. He is, in religion,
a Congregationalist,

republican.

lican.

to

still resides.

later

sician for many years and died in 1890.
Woolsey enlisted in 1804, in Company B,

In politics, he

is

Mr.

One

a repub-

SORNBORGER. CHARLES
Township: born

toria

D.; Farmer; Vicin Victoria in 1843; edu-

('(U'l.KV

common

schools.
His father was
settler.
Mr. C. D.
married, in 1870, to Marion
Clark, who died leaving two sons:
Clifford
F., and Glide W.
His second marriage was with
Irene Brown, in 1885. Mr. Sornborger is a republican and has been active in public affairs;
he has been School Director for four years, and
has also been Town Treasurer. In 1868, he setMr.
tled on the farm where he now resides.
Sornborger is in religion a Protestant.

cated in the

Anson Sornborger, an early

Sornborger was

SORNBORGER, GEORGE
Township; born April

toria

M.:
1,

Farmer: Vic-

1841, in Victoria,

educated in the common schools. He
was married to Frances E., daughter of John
T. Suydam, October 12, 1865, in Copley TownIllinois;

ship.

Illinois;

They

have

eight

children:

Clarence T., George A., Lolette K., Mary E.,
Claud, Floyd, Grace F., and Fern L,.
Mr.
Sornborger's father was Anson Sornborger,
who came from Dutchess County, New
York,
in
1838;
he had nine sons, and
now the wife of Aaron
one
daughter,
Olmsted; and two brothers. Alexander and
Peter. George Sornborger. the father of Anson,
was a soldier of the Revolution; he died in

Anson lived in Victoria until
when he removed to Copley Township and

Victoria in 1841.
1859.

George M. remained at
in farming.
until 1862. when he enlisted in Company
K, Eighty-third Illinois Volunleers; he served
one year and then returned to Copley, having
He settled in
been" discharged for disability.
Copley in 186U on a rented farm. In 1868. he
purchased one hundred and sixty acres of land
in Victoria Township, where he now resides.
Mr. Sornborger is a charter member of P. G.
Tait Post, No. 698, G. A. R., a charter member
of Walnut Grange, No. 1653. a charter member
of Knox Henry Pomona Grange, No. 837. and a
member of the Illinois State Grange. In politics, he is a republican, and has held the offices

engaged

home

and Assessor,
WOOLSEY, THOMAS; Farmer; Victoria
Township; born .lanuary 30, 1848, in Sycamore,
DeKalb County, Illinois; educated in the common schools. His parents were Deo and Minerva Olmsted Woolsey. of New York. He was
married in Victoria. September 10. 1871, to
Mary H.. daughter of Dr. John L. Fifield, of Vicof Collector

I

I

By

J.

roHNSllll'.

W. Temple.

first

The surface of Copley Township, so named
from a prominent family of that name at one
time residing in

it,

consists chiefly of fertile

prairie land, just sufficiently rolling to ensure

good drainage;

though in its southern part
there is some broken ground, probably onefourth of its area having been originally timber land. There are in the township eighteen
thousand acres of improved farm land. It is
well watered and drained by branches of Walnut and Court creeks, as well as by other
smaller streams.

The first settler in the township was a Mr.
Berry, who, in 1836, located near the present
which lies partly in this
and partly in Victoria Township.
Matthew
Herbert and Larkin Robinson followed, the
next year. In 1839. the first members of what
soon became a thrifty Scotch colony began
to settle on some of the best lands; and the
descendants ot these sons of "Auld Scotia" are
now men of wealth and high moral standing
in the community. The Gordons, Cooks, McCornacks, Taits, McKies, Leightons, McClymonts,
McMasters, McDowells, Stevensons, Milroys,
McQuarries, and others, with their numerous
and thrifty progeny, being among the most
prominent citizens of the township. Later, its
rich lands have attracted a large number of
Swedes, whose thrift, industry and probity have
made of these first immigrants wealthy farmers
and landholders. Their descendants, by intermarrying with the native population, are fast
becoming a homogeneous, as they are a patriotic, body of American citizens; while their
success is due to brain no less than to brawn.
village of Victoria,

When

the

first settlers

arrived, a small tribe

of Indians still inhabited a grove,

now known
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as

Foreman Grove, near

the northern limits of

ten;

in ISTO

it

was twelve hundred and nineto one thousand and
was nine hundred and

had fallen

the present township.

teen: in 1880

The first child born in Copley was a son of
Matthew Herbert, in 1838. The first death was

seventy-six, and in 1890

that of Harriet Poster, in 1842.

Rev. Charles

Bostwick and Mrs. Hurr were the first couple to
be married, and Rev. Mr. Bostwick preached the
first sermon in 1840, in a log school house.
The first school was taught by Miss Mary .J.
Smith, afterwards Mrs. John Becker, in a log
cabin, one and one-half miles northwest of Victoria.
There are now nine school districts, each
with a neat, and some with costly school
houses; and there are few townships where the
value of education is more genuinely appreciated than here; the result being shown in the
exceptional intelligence and culture of its citi-

it

ten.

The township has three churches; a Methodist
Episcopal and a Swedish church are located iu
the village of Victoria, and a Scotch church
three and one half miles west of that place.
All are well attended, the religious sentiment
among all the inhabitants being very strong.
The Scotch church

is

Calvinistic in creed, and

ainiiated with the Presbyterian
It

is

knovi'n

as the

was organized

denomination.

John Knox Church, and

with twenty-five memMatthews, D, D. and S. Vaill.

in 1854,

bers, by Rev. R. C.
Rev. J. T. Bliss was its first pastor, his place
being now filled by Rev. John Pugh.

zens.

I'ETER GORDOA.

The

first saw mill— that of .Jeremiah Collinby l^oise power, was put up in
Mr. Berry was the builder of the first
frame structure, on Section 9, in 1840. Now.
some of the finest residences in the county are
to be found on its prairie farms.
Copley Township has lacked railroads, and
by reason of that want has no large towns. In
1894, however, to reach the extensive coal fields
of this and Victoria townships, a railroad was
built from Wataga, on the line of the Chicago,
Burlington and Quincy
Railroad,
running
through nearly the center of the township, to

son

— operated

1850.

a mining village called Etherly, located on the
eastern boundary of Copley. This village was

on the southeastern quarter of Section
on August 10, 1894, by Samuel L. Charles,
Owing to legal complications, which prevented
for a time the operating of the road, the village
is
yet without many inhabitants. It is believed, however, that, under altered conditions,
a thriving mining town will soon be built up to
develop the rich, un worked coal deposits which
laid out
3.5,

underlie nearly

all the southern part of CopThis railroad has been since extended into
the village of Victoria, which, with its natural

ley.

advantages

of situation, has heretofore only
lacked railroad facilities to become one of the
most prosperous villages in the county.

The
J,

first

town

officers elected, in 1853,

were:

O. Stanley, Supervisor;

N. Kelsey, Clerk; J.
M. Perkins, Assessor: Austin Gaines, Collector; Isaac Copley and A, W. Buckley, Justices:
A. A. Smith. S. McCornack and J. Sirie, Com-

missioners of Highways, and

J.

Colllnson. Over-

seer of the Poor.
Its

population in 1860 was one thousand and

Peter Gordon, son of James and Jean Heron
Gordon, was born in Creetown, Scotland, May
19, 1819.
In 1840 he came to this country and
finally
settled
in Copley
Township, Knox
County, Illinois,
He began working by the
month, but later bought a farm and was so
successful in his chosen occupation, that, in
1885, when he moved to Victoria, he had greatly
(

i

increased his possession.
In 1845 Mr. Gordon was married in Copley
Township to Mrs. Mary Ann (McDowell) Tait,
who was born in Scotland, January 24, 1814, and
was the daughter of John and Anna (Livingston) McDowell, Her mother died in Scotland
in 1824, and her father came to America in 1839
and settled in Copley Township. Mr. McDowell

Mr. William Tait, Mrs. Gordon's
husband, died in 1843, leaving her with
sons:
John, William F., Peter G. and
Houston P. In 1862 these four sons enlisted in
Company G, Eighty-ninth Illinois Volunteers,
Colonel Hotchkiss commanding. John died at
Chattanooga from wounds received in the fighting at Dalton. Peter G. rose to the rank of
died in 1867.
first

four

lieutenant and fell at the battle of Nashville.
William and Houston P. survived the war. The
former is a physician in Galesburg.
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon have four children:
James, Elizabeth M., Alexander H. and Albinus
N. James has a farm in Walnut Grove Township; Alexander H. has one in Copley Township; Albinus is on the home farm: Elizabeth
M. married William Robson, of Wataga, Illinois.

From the humble beginning in 1840. Mr. Gorpossessions grew to more than fifteen
acres, and he gave each of his four
children one hundred and sixty acres of land.
He has also a handsome residence in Victoria.
For many years he has been an active member
of the Presbyterian church, and is always interested in whatever contributes to the welfare
of the community in which he lives.
For
twenty years he has been a School Director, and
he is looked up to by all as one of the most
don's

hundred

tfj^M^

-^ (yyd
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.substantial

of his townsliii).
a republican.

iiifii

Mr. Gordon

is

In

politics,

BECKER,

FREDERICK; Farmer; Copley
born October 29, 1840, in Otsego
County. New York; educated in the district
school, Charlottesville Seminary, Fergnsonviile
Academy (New York), and at a select school in
His parents were Frederick and CathIllinois.
arine (Tenbroeck) Becker.
The ancestors of
the Becksr family came from Germany, settled
in New Jersey, removed to Albany County, New
York, and thence to South Worcester, Otsego
County. The father of Mr. Becker died February S, 1841, aged thirty-one and a halt years.
Mr. Becker came to Victoria in the Spring of
1857; he taught school in the winter and clerked
Township;

in farm work in the summer.
In
186S, he rented a farm, and in 1869, purchased
the farm on Section 13, where he now resides.
He was married to Jane, a daughter of Rev. J.
Mr. Becker said:
J. Hedstrom.
"I have lived
in Copley Township about forty years and have
been associated with a thrifty, energetic and
ambitious class of farmers; one of the important lessons to be learned in life is, 'do
something with energy.' " Mr. Becker has filled
official positions in the township, and for several years has been a member of the Board of
Supervisors.
LEIGHTON, WILLIAM H.; Farmer; Copley

and engaged

Township; born October 8, 1835, in New York
City.
His parents were William and Isabel
(Ironside) Leighton, who came from Scotland
to New Y'ork in 1832, and to Knoxville, Illinois,
Mrs. Leighton died in 1840. In 1847.
.Mr. Leighton moved to Copley Township, and
then to Sparta Township, where he died in 1861.
William H., John A., and
leaving three sons:
James. William H. was educated in Knoxville.
He was married to Jannette McKie in Copley
Township. December 1, 1864. Their children
Charles H.. Margaret, May, and Isabel.
are:
Mrs. Leighton was boin July 13, 1842, and was
a daughtei- of William and Margaret (Miller)
McKie. Mr. Leighton came with his father to
Knoxville in 1837, and settled in Copley Township in 1847, where he is now living. He is a
member of the Presbyterian church. In politics, he is a republican, and held the office of
Supervisor from 1871-3, and from 1880-8. He
has been Road Commissioner and School Trusin 1837.

tee for

many

years.

TEMPLE, JAMES W.; Printer and Farmer;
Copley Township; born April 13, 1828, in Ohio;
educated in Meadville, Allegheny County, Pennsylvania.
His parents were Alexander and
Sarah (.\llen) Temple of New York: his paternal grandparents were Alexander, born
in
Scotland,
and
Marie
Flaasborough.
born
maternal
in
Holland;
his
grandfather
was Hezekiah .\llen of New York. Mr. J.
W. Temple was married October 29, 1854, in
Truro Township, Illinois, to Bessie P. Cook.
They have six children: William C, Thomas
C, Joseph W.. Mary A., Susan A., and Ellen E.
Mr. Temple came to Illinois in 1847. and, after
making the overland trip to California, returned
.Tuly. 1862. he enlisted in the

to Illinois in 1854.
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Eighty-third Illinois Regiment and served in
the War of the Rebellion. He was made a Captain in 1864, and discharged from service In
August, 1865. In religion, Mr. Temple is a Universalist.
In politics, he is a republican. In
1868, he was elected Circuit Clerk of Knox
County, and served as Supervisor for several
years.

Sl'.VKlA KHV.V.SHIl'.
By E. H. Goldsmith.
This township was organized April 5, 1853, at
the home of Thomas H. Taylor, on Section 14,
and the following town officers were elected:
T. H. Taylor, Supervisor; Asaph DeLong, Clerk;
Stephen Smith, Assessor; Charles W. Rhodes,
Collector; D. Reed, Stephen Russell and Peter
Davis, Highway Commissioners; Morvan Baker, and Hugh Ferguson, Justices of the Peace;
and Marshall P. DeLong, Constable. Mr. DeLong afterwards served the town as Justice
of the Peace for twenty-five years. S. G. Dean
served eight years, and one of the present Incumbents, John J. Sutor, six years. The Supervisors have

Peter

been:

T. H. Taylor, two years;
John Gray, A. Ebright, H. P.
P. DeLong, one year each.
The
incumbent. William Robson, has held

Davis,

Wood, and M.
last

the office for the past twenty years, the longcontinuous service of any Supervisor in

est

Knox County.

From

its

position Sparta

Town-

ship forms the

watershed dividing the water
courses feeding the Illinois and Mississippi rivers, thus giving it almost perfect immunity

from damaging floods, and as rich land as is
found in the State. A good vein of underlying
mineral makes it well worthy of the classic
name given it by Amos Wilmot. While Hezekiah Buford has the credit of being the first
settler by building on Section 2:i. in 1834. th''
Wilmots have a record for longest continuou.s
residence on. the

same

land, for

Amos Wilmot

on Section 6, In
which he lived for fifteen years. He then built
a house, where he lived until his death in 1878.
since which time some member of the family
has occupied the home. Sidney L. Wilmot Is
now the owner, but resides on Section 5. Ho
has. lying around his home, ash posts which
have been cut for sixty-one years. Very soon
after his arrival came Reuben, Cyrus and Edward Robbins. brothers, and I.,evi Roberts,
cousin.
The first of these Is about the last of
the early settlers and is now In his eightybuilt a log cabin in June. 1836.

;i

fifth

year.

To him we

are indebted for

of the information given in this sketch.

some
From

thp fact of Levi Robbins having raised a larg-
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orchard and other trees "Robbins' Grove" was
for many years a noted land-mark and people
came long distances for apples, as well as to
picnics.
In 1836 Asaph DeLong (who
first house between Knoxville and
Henderson timber), Luman Field and William
Heath settled on Section 31. The latter was
married at Knoxville to Lucinda Field in 1837,
and "hung up" housekeeping in their log cabin,
a picture of which Mrs. Heath still preserves.
In a northeast airection they had but one
neighbor nearer than Victoria. Mrs. Heath is
in her eightieth year (1899) and has lately been
made a member of the society of the Daughters

hold

built the

Amencin Revolution, she being a granddaughter of Elisha Field, Jr., and a greatgranddaughter of Elisha Field, Sr., both of
whom fought in the Revolutionary War. She
is in possession of papers showing the entire
of the

war history of her illustrious ancestors. Her
grandchildren presented her with the badge of
the society, whicti is an old-fashioned spinning
wheel with beautiful surroundings and inscripJames Neely

on Section 30 in 1838, and
Section 5 a few years later.
Other early settlers were: B. Ely, Thomas and
settled

Abram Neely on

George W. Faulkner, Booker Pickrel and

Amrng

West.

those

C. C.

who came subsequently

and who, with those already mentioned, as well
as those who will be noticed hereafter, have
been influential in the political and religious
prosperity of the township, are Solomon Lyon,
Schuyler Goldsmith, A. F.
Adams, William E. Morse, Henry Rommel, L.
W. Olson, Oliver Stream. Joseph Masters, J. H.
Merrill, James
Paddock, Edmund Kennedy,
.lames Barry, William S. Patterson, William
A. Lee, Jr., D. W. Nisley. R. W. Hulse, Vickrey
Nation, Ransom Babcock, F. Z. Wikoff, G. S.
Hawkins and John Taylor. The latter has been
V.

being manufactured by the Galesburg VitriBrick Company. The coal industry from

is

fied

been quite large, and
many as fifteen carloads per day
were shipped from here, being handled principally by J. M. Holyoke, R. M. Campbell and
this fourth vein has also

at one time as

Peter Dolan. At present the trade consists in
supplying the demands from the brick plant
and the farmers in the vicinity, besides what
is taken to Galesburg by teams.
The Chicago, Burlington and Quincy passes
through Sparta in a diagonal line from near the
northeast to the southwest corner. In November, 1894, the Galesburg, Etherely and Great
Eastern Railroad was opened, running twelve
miles east, ostensibly to strike a great coal belt
of some eighty-two sections, the center of which
is

Etherely, where the

costing $30,000.

R.

Carley,

assessor for thirty-one years.

As an

indication that Sparta

is

a rich agri-

cultural locality, capable of producing a great

quantity as well as a great variety of crops
and having in it many enterprising stock-raiswatered by natural
ers, besides being well
streams and springs, may be noted the fact
that A. N. Phelps' two-hundred acre farm, now
owned by William Robson on Section 8, took
three first prizes from the State Agricultural
The southeast portion, though more
Society.
broken, is nevertheless fully as valuable in
that it has been, and is yet to some extent, covered with an excellent growth of white and

7,

1897,

company placed

a shaft

This company suspended oper-

ations September
ber

tion.

J.

burr oak timber. But the chief value lies underneath, in the form of shale, from which, to
quite a large extent, paving and building brick

resumed Decemunder the name of the Galesburg
7,

1895, but

and Great Eastern, with Edward
manager.

The educational

J.

Harms

as

institutions of Sparta consist

one graded school, of which Professor O. H.
is now principal, and eight district
all of which are well sustained, the
general policy being to employ competent teachers tor the three hundred and ninety-five pupils
of

Newman

schools,

now

The buildings cost a total
It is worthy of mention that in
No.
2
R.
W.
Robbins gave the site for
District
school purposes, and here Mary Allen West,
when in her fourteenth year, taught her first
term of school. Later she was the honored
superintendent of schools of Knox County.
The well improved highways of the township
are due to the wise business management of
Sparta's road commissioners, seconded by her
voters, for, in addition to being well graded
and properly tiled, a large proportion of the
bridges are substantially built of stone.
Prairie fires in early days were beautiful to
The
witness and oftentimes to be dreaded.
writer has seen on his own farm, on Section
4, prairie grass (blue joint) six feet high on fire,
the flames traveling at a rapid rate and with a
dreadful roar. At one time a fire which is said
in attendance.

of over $8,000

have started at Red Oak, in Henry County,
threatened to devastate the farms of the new
but warning was given those in the
southwest part of the township by Maria,
to

settlers,

"^OOOy^y^t^J^

^
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Field, in time to avert the

approaching catastrophe.

among whom was Abram Neely, a conductor on the underground railroad. Some of
the old citizens still remember his hiding fugiists,

slaves

at

home and taking them

his

a

night's ride north to the next station.

The population

Tow

of Sparta

ing to the United States Census
follows:

A. P. Babcock, William S. Farnham,
S. Farnham, Mrs. C. F. Farnsworth,
Benjamin Gardner, Mrs. Abigail Gardner, Miss
Sarah Gardner, Mrs. Minerva Holyoke, Charles
W. Rhodes, ana Mrs. Jane Rhodes. Mrs. Charlotte Farnsworth, daughter of William S. Farnham, who seived as a deacon for thirty years,
and Amos P. Babcock are the only ones now
known to be living. Jmies Hastie also served
as deacon until his demise in 1879 and was suc-

Mrs. Maria

both before and during the Civil
War, contained quite a number of abolitionSparta,

tive

NTY

were:

1S40, 113; i870, 1,9.50;

18:

ship, accord-

has been as
),

1,682; 1890.

Amos

ceeded by

office until his

S. Fitch,

death

the latter holding the

in 1882.

Among

the secre-

have been Hon. John Gray,
of Jefferson, Iowa; the late J. M. Holyoke and
E. H. Goldsmith, the latter of whom held that
office twenty-four yeiM-s and was church clerk
for thirty years.
This church has had seventeen pastors.
Among those who have faithfully served in that capacity may be mentioned
the Revs. Azariah Hyde, William W. Wetmore,
taries of the society

WAT.UU.
Wataga was
-J.

platted in the Spring of 18.54 by
M. Holyoke, Silas Willard and Clark M. Carr.

and was incorporated by a

The

special act in 1863.

was held September
was re-incorporated, under

village election

first

In 1874

19, 1863.

it

the general law, with Section 16 as the village
J. M. Holyoke was the first resident

territory.

and postmaster, and also

built the
conjunction with A. P. Cassel.
operated by Willard and Babcock.

first

store,

This was
The only
bank in the place was started in 1863 by H. P.
Wood and is still run by him. The depot was
built in 1856. and in the same year the Wataga
House was erected and operated by Garrett Post
for one year, when Loren Smith bought and
conducted it one year, since which time it has
been the property of C. H. Norton. The Wataga
mill was built by William Armstrong in 1856.
and soon afterwards was damaged by an exploin

sion in
injured.

whicu John Armstrong was seriously
George F. and David P. Niles, now ex-

tensive farmers and fine stock-raisers, bought

the mill in May, 1867, and ran it very successfully for eight years, patrons coming long distances with their own wheat and receiving en-

Among those who have since
mill are: William and M. O. WilTiamintroduced expensive modern machinery, and Frank Darst, the present owner, who
has also put in improvements and is doing excellent work.
The First Congregational Church was organized June 10. 1855. and the church society October 27. 1856. The church organization was led
by the Rev. S. G. Wright. The first meeting was
held in the depot, where the first sermon was
reached. Subsequent services were held in the
newly completed school house until 1860, when
a substantial churcn, costing over $3,000. was
erected, to which, in 1876, a
parsonage was
tire satisfaction.

owned the
son,

who

]-

added

at a

i

ost of $2,000.

The

original

members

Hiram

Roberts. Prof. Willis

P.

J.

Beecher, of

(New York) Theological Seminary, and
William R. Butcher, the last named serving six
years.
The present pastor is the Rev. O. C.
.\uburn

Bedford.

The Sunday school records show that

on December 26, 1869, the membership was two
hundred and the average attendance one hundred and forty-eight. John Hastie was the secretary and E. H. Goldsmith the superintendent,
the latter holding that office for twenty-five
years. The prasent secretary is E. Percy Robson and the membership is now ninety-one and
the average attendance fifty-nine.
The late
George P. Holyoke and William M. Driggs. with
their wives, 'endered valuable assistance in
former years.
The Methodist Episcopal Church was organized in 1856 by the Rev. William M. Clark, whose
circuit consisted of Oneida, Wesley Chapel and
Wataga. He made his journeys on foot. Mr.
Clark gave the site of Gilson camp ground to
this district.
Among the early members were
S.

F.

Spaulding. John Gaddis, B. W. Foster.
and S. G. Dean, with their wives.

I>ucius Vail

The

latter couple are the only ones

now

living

here.
Mr. Dean is seventy-nine and his wife
eighty-one years of age. They have been and
are still stanch pillars of this church. Mr. Dean
was the first Sunday school superintendent,
serving four years, and he was succeeded by
S. F. Spaulding who. for nineteen years, gave
his best services to the school. L. W. Peterson
is the present superintendent.
Among the pastors were:
G. W. Brown. N. T. Allen, William
Watson. D. Ayers. N. G. Clark. G. P. Snedaker
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and the preseul mcumbent, C. F. W. Smith.
The church was completed and dedicated in
1867 under the pastorate of J. W. Coe, the presiding elder being

W. H. Hunter.

The Swedish Evangelical Lutheran Church
was organized in 1856, the first pastor being the
Rev. T. N. Hasselquiet. In 1860 the society commenced building a church, having formerly worshipped in private houses and school buildings.
This church was struck by lightning and
burned in 1875, but in the same year the present
tasteful edifice was erected. The Rev. N. Nordgren, the present pastor, has acceptably served
this people for some ten years.
The membership of the church is about one hundred and
forty, and that of the prosperous Sunday school
one hundred and fifteen.
The Swedish Methodist Episcopal Church was
organized in 1857 with the Rev. V. Witting as
tiie pastor.
The keeping up of regular services
and of the Sunday school has been largely due

to the untiring efforts of Oliver Stream.

The
is the Rev. John P. Miller.
The Wataga Christian Church, costing $2,000.
was erected in 1875, but was torn down in 1896
present pastor

and the church organization no longer exists.
The Wataga Catholic Church was erected in
1877 at a cost of $2,000.
The Rev. P. McGair
was its first pastor. The church is now connected with that of Galva and services are held
once a month.

Wataga Lodge No.

291, A. F.

and A.

M.,

was

August 17, 1858, with S. G. Dean, W.
H. Thorpe, S. W. Septimus Soper, J. W.
The lodge has now a membership of thirty-two
instituted

M.

.J.

;

;

and

its ofiicers are:
C. W. Merrill, W. M.; J. H.
W.; Hamilton Taylor, J. W.;'c. H.
Norton, Treasurer; J. M. Churchill, Secretary;
Charles Dennison, .J. D.; J. M. Cooper, S. S.
H. H. Marsh, J. S.; John Wiles. Tyler.

Merrill, S.

The Order

of the Eastern Star was organFebruary 22, 1888, and being the first chapcounty it had many members from
the surrounding towns, there being at one time
seventy-four names on the roll. Other chapters
having been organized in every town from which
this drew its followers, it has now only twentyseven members. The first officers were: Mrs.
ized

ter in the

S.

C. Slater,

W.

M.; H. H. Marsh,

W.

P.; Mrs.

Merinda Dennison, A. M.; Miss J. Curry, C;
Miss E. Dolan. A. C. The present officers are:
Mrs. M. Dennison, W. M.; Dr. A. S. Slater, W.
P.; Miss McCIanahan, A. M.: Mrs. Mary
Dennison,

C; Mrs.

Secretary;

J.

J. Cooper. A. C;
Carl
H. Merrill, Treasurer.

Merrill,

Wataga Lodge No.
ized

January

were:

Thomas, V.

G.;

L O. O. F., was organby A. W. Berggren. Its

509,

10, 1876,

first officers

W.

L. S.

N. Thomas, N. G.; J.
Whitcomb, Secretary;

E.
P.

Other charter members
were P. A. Smith and John McConchie. They
meet in Masonic Hall.
Rebecca Lodge No. 48 was organized October
20, 1891, with ten members, which number has
been increased to twenty-two. The first officers were:
John Deming, N. G.; Mrs. Nancy
Deming, V. G.; Oliver Stream, Secretary. Meetings are held in Masonic Hall.
Wataga Camp No. 3229, Modern Woodmen,
was organized September 24, 1895, with eighteen
charter members. The camp, though not having made much growth, is in a very healthy
condition, having now twenty-one beneficiary
and five social members.
The Wataga Nickle Plate Band is under the
leadership of Anvern Thomas, and comprises
D. M. Cooper, Carl
the following members:
Johnson, C. W. Huston, Edward Williamson,
Fred Mallin, Earl Curry, John Whitehead, Frank
Cooper, Eric Severin, George Curry, Carl MerCharles Marsh.
They
rill, Will Thomas and
have been faithful and efficient in serving the
public for very little compensation.
The United States census returns give WaA. Smith,

Treasurer.

taga

following

the

1870, 1,205; 1880, 734;

population:

1860,

1,5.38:

1890, 586.

THOMAS CARTER Ul V.VL.
Thomas Carter Duval,, son of James and
Judith (Jennings) Duval, was born in Bath
County, Kentucky, February 28, 1802. His father
was of French descent, was born in Virginia and
was a soldier in the War of 1812. Mr. Duval was
reared to manhood in Kentucky, where he
learned the cooper's trade, which he followed
both in his native State and in Illinois. He was
married in Bath County, April 2, 1822, to Nancy
Shumate, who was born in Virginia, August 19,
Ten
1804, and died at Wataga. March 2, 1888.
children were born to them: Barryman, Elizabeth, Martha, James, William. Mary, Helen.
Ellenor, Daniel J. and Ann.
Ellenor (now Mrs. S. S. Soper, of Wataga).

who places a portrait in this volume in memory
of her father, was born in Henderson TownShe received
ship, Knox County, May 3, 1839.
her education in a district school, and always
lived on a farm. She was first married to David
Temple, and had one child, Thomas F. She was
married to Mr. Soper, in Henderson Township,
They have five children:
in October. 1861.
George T., Mary E., Septimus 3., Edward D. and
Nettie May.
Thomas F. is a farmer in Boone
County, Iowa; George T. is a farmer in Clark
County, Missouri Mary E. is Mrs. Mary E. Rus;

sell,

of Wataga.

Knox County.

Illinois:

Septimus

r^/f^'^a-.^^-H^e^^

S.

a

is

in

tlif

Kloiulike gold fields;

Edward

farmer near Wataga. and Nettie

Nettie

iM.

is

IJ.

is

Mrs.

May Jacobson.
Thomas C. Duval came

to Illinois in 183.^.
Mr.
settling first in Warren County, near Robinson's
Point, and removing to Henderson Township.
Knox County, in lS3t;. He brought to Illinois
his wife, six ohildren and one hundred dollars
in money.
He investeil the money in land in
Henderson Township, and his industry and good
management insured success. When corn sold
for a dollar a bushel he invested the proceed.=;
in land, and. in 18ti9, owned about two thousand
acres in Sparta and Henderson townships. In
politics, Mr. Duval was a republican, and he was
a member of the Christian Church. He was a
good and an upright citizen, ever ready to help
He was
othtirs with money as well as advice.
especially lenient to his tenants, sometimes giving them a second chance if crops failed, and.
in one case at least, aiding a tenant, who was
unable to pay his rent, to weather the storm
and finally secure a farm of his own. Mr. Duval
was kind-hearted and true, a kind father, a goo<l
neighbor, a man whose place could not easily

be

filled.

tember

2.5.

His death occurred

in

Wataga, Sep-

i.s:io.

I{O.VM:it(iK.S KI.V.

Boanerges Ely was born at Cumberland Gap.
Claiborne County, Tennessee, December 21, 1S21.
His parents. Solomon and Rachel (Turner) Ely.
were both natives of East Tennessee. His
paternal granlfather, Isaac Ely. was born in
West Virginia; his grandmother, Katherine.
came from Germany. His great-grandfather.
Isaac Ely, was born in England, and his greatgrandmother. Jessie Hopper, was born in Ireland.
On his mother's side the grandparents
were William and Susanna Turner, born in Virginia, the latter near Richmond.
Solomon and Rachel Ely came to Illinois in
1834, just at the closes of the Black Hawk War,
and settled in what is now De Witt County,
where they lived on a farm, and reared a family
of ten children, four of whom came to Knox
County. Thev were devoted members of the
Christian Church, and died where they first located, aged sixty-nine and forty-seven years respectively.
He was of a poetic turn of mind,
and was accustomed to write verses upon the
events of the times and the affairs of the neighborhood.
Mr. Boanerges Ely came to Knox County in
1845, and settled on Section K! in Sparta Township. He first bought forty acres of timber on
Section 24. and then bought eighty acres of government land at government price, and afterward bought forty acres at two dollars an acre.

He now owns a farm of three hundred and fifteen acres near Wataga.
He was married in
Henderson Grove, November 3, 1850, to Mary
M. Duval, daughter of Thomas Carter and Nancy
(Shumate) Duval, both of whom were born in
Kentucky. Mrs. Ely was one of a family of ten
children. Her father settled on a farm in W^arren County, Illinois, in ISS.'j. and came to Knox

County in ]iiM. locating at Henderson tJrove in
Henderson Township. In politics, he was a reHe was a member of the Christian
publican.
Church.
Mr. and Mrs. Ely have three chilNancy Ann, wife of .1. H. Deming; Ella
dren:
Temple; and 'William L.. who
Samuel
J., wife of
is a farmer at Mayville, Traill County, North
Dakota.
Mr. Ely
Christian.
is
I

counted

is

a republican, and in religion, a
successful in business, anil
the prominent and substantial

He was

among

ilizens of Sparta

Township.

(ieorge W. Faulkner, of Sparta Township, was
born November 13. 1827, in Orange County. New
York, and was educated in Oakland County.
Michigan. His ancestral record is most interestgreat-great-great-grandHis paternal
ing.
father was a Huguenot minister w^ho fled from
France to Scotland in the days of the Revocation of the Edict of Nantes. His paternal grandFaulkner, of
l)arents were Colonel William
Orange County, New York, and Ann (Rogers)
Colonel William Faulkner served
Faulkner.
under General Putnam and had a fine record as
a soldier; he was twice wounded, auil drew a
pension. His maternal grandfather was .lames
l^.ishfield, who was born in Ireland, and was of
Scotch descent.
Hio parents were William J. and Isabelle
Faulkner, the former born in
iBiJshfiekl)
Orange County, New York, the latter born in
.New Y'ork City. William J. Faulkner was a soldier in the War of 1812. and drew a pension; he
died in 1875, at the age of ninety; he was a
good man and citizen. Mrs. W. .1. Faulkner died
February 17, lS(i3; aged seventy-nine. She was
a consistent member of the Presbyterian Church,
a noble Christian character and much belove'!.
Seven ohildren were born to them: William .1..

deceased; Mrs. Catherine A. Sweet: Thomas
deceased; Gardener S.. deceased; Mrs. Esther
E. Poyer, deceased; George W.; and .Mary .1..
deceased.

B.,

George W. Faulkner came to Knox County
with his parents in 1839, at the age of twelve.
12 of that year they settled ten miles
northwest of Galesburg. and the next spring
moved to Henderson Township, and for onp
year rented land of Major Thomas McKee. They
then moved to land in Warren County, for
which they had exchanged their Michigan property. In 1848 they bought one hundred and sixt,acres of land in Sparta Township, where David
Niles now lives (Section 19). which they subsequently sold, and bought one hundred and
This
sixty acres of prairie land in Section 20.
they improved, and it is now one of the ve:v
best farms in the county.
Mr. Faulkner was married in Knox County,
March 17, 1864, to Bertha Emerson, who wa.-a native of Norway, a member of the Congregational Church, and an exceptionally fine
woman. She was educated in Galesburg and

November

a successful school teacher, and it was
while teaching at the military school that shr-

was

KNOX

('orxrv,
EDWARD HOWELL

met and married Mr. Faulkner.

Mrs. Faulkner
died October 24. 1872. at the age of thirty-two.
children, George Emerson and
Kate; the latter married Mr. L. W. Peterson,
and they have two children, Harry and Edith:

They had two

George Emerson married Mary Rommel, daughter of Henry Rommel, deceased, and they have
three children, Henry G., Nellie and Janet.
.\fter his marriage Mr. Faulkner remained on
the home farm, and was in partnershij) witli his
brother, Thomas E,, until ISyO, when tlioy divided the property.
He has two hundred acr'?s
good land, the result of industry, economy

of

and careful business n.anagement.

His neighbors are his best friends, a fact that speaks
volumes for his character. He is a republican
in politics, and is Assessor and School Director,
having held the latter office for twenty-five
years.

HENRY

eight hundred acres of land, which he partially
divided among his three children. He has been
School Director, and has taken a great Interest
in education.
He has lived an honest and upright life, and is an example to his posteritv.
His first wife died .July 2, 1878. Afterwards hf
married Mrs. Mary A. (Leighton) Stevenson.
29,

1858, in

the old Gehring homestead, then a log house,
and received his education in Knox County.
His home is in Sparta Township. He is a successful stock-raiser, and now owns four hundred and eleven acres of land. On his farm is located the famous Gehring Coal Bank, from
which hundreds of families derive their supplies
of fuel.

In Knox County. March 3, 1887. Mr. Gehring
married Carrie Benson, who was born March
They have two children: Earl Ray4. 1864.
mond, born January 5, 1889: and Webster
Henry, born August 9. 1893. In religion, Mr.
Gehring is a Methodist. In politics, he is a republican.
He is a School Director and Road
Commissioner, having held the latter office for

eight yf,n>.

common schools, his training there being supplemented by much hard study at home.
Although his early opportunities were limited,
.Mr. Goldsmith is at once recognized as an educated man, in whom the effect of strong selfdiscipline is evident. In addition to his intellectual pursuits, he diligently applied himself
to the management of a farm, and in time became an experienced and successful agriculturalFrom 1860 to 1876, Mr. Goldsmith was enist.
gaged, during the winter terms, in teaching
school. In this line of work he was especially
successful, both as teacher and disciplinarian,
his pupils taking high rank when they entered
higher institutions of learning. With all his
varied interests, Mr. Goldsmith has traveled
quite extensively, and in 1895, accompanied by
Mrs. Goldsmith, who was in failing health, he
spent several months in the West, visiting the
many of the intervening
Pacific coast and
in the

GEHRI.\(J.

Henry Gehring, is the son of Zavier and Elizabeth (Heminger) Gehring. both natives of Germany, the former having been born near
Baden, February 9, 1825. Zavier Gehring was
one of a family of nine children, and his parents were Bennet and Elizabeth
(Closman)
Gehring. He received an education in the common schools of his native land, and left homo
to work out when he was eighteen years oKi.
He continued in this position two years, when
he was dratted into the German army and
served three and one-half years. In 1850, when
he was twenty -five years old, he came to the
United States, landing in New York City with
only one dollir in his pocket. There he work.-'d
as a coachman and in other positions four years,
and there, in 1853, he married Elizabeth Heminger.
In 1854, he came to i^nox County antl
began farming, buying thirty acres of land on
which he now resides. He was a good farmer
and stockman, one of the most successful in
the county, and increased his holdings to aboiil

Henry Gehring was born August

GOLDS.MITH.

Edward Howell Goldsmith was born at
Mecklenburg, New York, December 20, 1834. He
was the son of Schuyler and Catherine E.
(Howell) Goldsmith. Schuyler Goldsmith was
the son of Daniel and Sarah (Brewster) Goldsmith; his wife, Catherine, was the daughter of
Caleb and Martha (Halsey) Howell, both of
whom were born on Long Island, although the
l-Io wells
were of Welsh ancestry, and Caleb
Howell's father was born in Wales. The Goldsmiths were natives of New York.
Schuyler Goldsmith, who had been a farmer
in New York, removed his family to Illinois in
1855, and bought a farm in Knox County, near
Wataga, where he lived until his death in ISUl,
his wife, Catherine, having died in 1850.
Edward H. Goldsmith was brought up on the
farm in New York. He received his education

States.

March 8, 1859, Mr. Goldsmith was married to
.Anna Maria Whiteford, daughter of William
and Margaret Whiteford, of New Jersey. Their
marriage took place at Mecklenburg, New York.
They have had three children: Julia Elizabeth
and Catherine Howell, deceased; Edward Whiteford, a farmer in Sparta Township.
George
sted)

("bounty.

(jEOR<iiE F. MLES.
son of Sill and Louisa (Olmwas born at Hillsdale, Columbia
York, August 25, 1S27. He received

F. Niles,

Niles,

New

common school education, which was supplemented by an academic course. His father was
born at Spsncertown, New York, in 1795, and
died there, March 7, 1872: his mother was the

a

daughter of Stephen Olmsted, of New England.
Eight children were born to them, six of whom
lived to the age of maturity. His grandfather,
Thomas Niles, was born in Connecticut in 1760,
and died at Spencertown, New York, December
His grandmother, Rhoda (Phelps)
25, 1844.
Niles. w.\s born in Connecticut in 1765, and died
The Niles
at Spencertown November 21, 1819.
family is of English descent.
Mr. Niles arrived in Wataga. Knox County,
Illinois, in May, 1857, and with his brother,
David P. Niles, bought the Wataga Flouring

J^itTLO^

^

K
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an extensive business, and their
brand of Hour was well known and popular.
.Much of their business was from the surround.Mill.

'1

lie.v tiid

ing country to a distance of twenty-five miles.
In 1864. they ex;"hanged the mill for three hundred and sixty acres of land in Henry County,
which they soon sold. From 1807 to 1871 they
were in the mercantile business at Altona, IlliThe business interests of the brothers
nois.
have bi''^n largely conducted under the tirm
name of Niles Brothers. They came to Knox
County A'ith very little money, but they had
youth and energy, they were honest and industrious, and soon had the good will of the community. In 18ti.i. they bought one hundred and
sixty acres of land in Sparta Township, Section
They
19. where David I". Niles now resides.
owned eignt hundred and forty acres of land
in Sparta and Henderson Townships, which re-

mained undivided until 1893. They also own
one thousand and ninety-two acres of land, in
one tract, in Page County. Iowa, which is
known as the Niles Stock Farm, and is located
three miles south of Villisca, on the Nodaway
Never did two brothers plan and work
River.
together in greater harmony.
The principal business of Mr. George F. Niles
was farming and the raising of stock, and his
herd of short-horn cattle was one of the best
In ISGfi he bought three hunin the county.
dred and twenty acres of land in Sparta Township. Section 21, where, in 1871, he built a tine

residence which he has since greatly improved
and now occupies.
Mr. Niles was married in Wataga, April 4.
Two children
1866, to Ella .losephine Wood.
were born to them: Charles W.. born May 15.
1867, died January 15, 1883; and Marian Ella,
born April 8, 1873. Marian Ella graduated at

Knox College

in .June. 1894.

October

2, 189.5,

she

to George W. Hayden. of Oak
Park, Illinois, and they have one son, George
Niles Hayden. born July 24. 1897.
Mrs. George F. Niles was Immm ai W.'slford

was married

Hollow, Chittemlfn County.

\

and was filiuatccl at l<:i
.Slir- was tln'^.
and Phylena Smith) Wn..,!

r;

'

1846,

burg, Illinois.
S.

\l,.v
'

,

.

^

ii.

i

\

19,

lales-

ilium

iii i.inal

with his parents, and lived first at
Beaver Point, Beaver County, Pennsylvania.
in Knox County, Illinois,

States

The family arrived

early in the Spring of 1850, and lived on a farm
south of Galeshurg till the year 1851, when
they removed to Rio Township, where sonic
members of the family still reside. His niothei
died in 1S53, and his father died in Galeshurg,
aged eighty-seven years. Mr. John Robson was
a thoroughly trained English farmer, and reared
his children in the most practical manner; he
lived a retired life; politically he was a republican.

Robson remained in Galeshurg several
where he learned the building trade. He
married In April. 1857, to Miss Jane
Goff, daughter of Mr. Louis Goff, who was one
of the early settlers of Knox County, and held
Mr.

years,

was

first

the office of Justice of the Peace in Rio Township for many years. There are two children,
born of this marri-jge, Cora Alice and John L.;
John L. married Miss Jessie Murdock, of GalesMrs.
hurg, and resides in Omaha, Nebraska.
Robson died in 1867.
In November. 1871, Mr. Robson was married
to Miss Elizabeth Gordon, daughter of Mr. Peter

Gordon, of Copley Township, who, although yet
living (1899), was one of the early settlers, and
became one of the largest land owners and most
influential farmers of the county. Of this marriage three children were born:
Gonloii, who
died in Octob<?r, 1881, at eight years of age;
Edward Percy, and Henry Stewart, now living.
Mr. Robson has been actively engaged in
farming most, of his life. His first farm of one
•lundred and ninety acres was located in Rio
Township on Section 11. on which he erected
buildings with materials hewed and sawed from
native timber. He moved to this farm in the
Spring of 18.S7, and resided there till 18C1. when
he bought three hundred and twenty acres of
prairie land of the Chicago, Burlington and

Quincy Railroad Company

at Wataga.
This
tract he improved, making it his home, and, being very successful, added to It five hundred and
eighty acres and he now has a farm of about
nine hundred acres, lying in one body near Wataga, Knox County.
Between Galeshurg and

ancestors were Er.slisli. Two of her am-cstors.
Colonel Seabody and his son, were In the Revolutionary War, and gave largely of their property to the cause of independence.

Henderson he owns another farm, thought by
some to be the oldest in the county, a part of
it having been cultivated by the Indians. Roundtree, a Kentucky farmer, located upon the tract,
and was undoubtedly one of the first white set-

WILI.l.VM l{0ltS4»>.
William Robson. son of John and .Mary
Brown) Robson. was born near Newcastle.
Durham County, England, September 5, 1831.
His parents were born near Newcastle, his
father in Northumberland County. His paternal
i^randnarents were John and F:;iizabeth (Stobart)

tlers in this part of the country.
jVs a feeder of
cattle for profit, Mr. Robson is perhaps the most

I

Robso.., ihe former having been born near Manchester. England.
On the mother's side, his
grandfather was James Hrown, and his grand-

mother's maiden name was Armstrong.
Mr. Robson received his education— and a
very practical education it was in a select
school in England, and also in the cattle business in Newcastle.
He came to the Knited

—

successful in

Knox and

.Mercer counties.

A remarkable instance of fraternal confidence
is the fact that Mr. Robson and his brother.
John, were associated for twenty-one years in
raising stock and in large farming operations,
with never the "scratch of a pen" between them
by way of keeping accounts. .About the year
1884 they determined to divide their property,
which consisted of nearly two thousand acres
of land. In different farms In Knox and Mercer
counties, with hundreds of cattle and hogs at
various feeding yards. Starting out on horseback one morning, they "finished at noon," giv-

K
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ing each other "quit claim" deeds, in connectiou
with which no dissatisfaction has ever arisen.
Though a very public-spirited citizen, Mr.
Robson has shown no ambition to hold office.
Possessing the confidence of the citizens of his
town, which his success in business and strict
integrity in public matters naturally created, he

was called to fill the useful offices which afford
remuneration only in the credit for having well
performed their important and sometimes diffiAs School Director and Highway
cult duties.
Commissioner, he rendered valuable services.
He was year after year an influential representative of his town, and often of his county, in
The County Board of
political connections.
Knox County ranks among the very first in the
In
State for able and honest administration.
creating and sustaining that character the Town
of Sparta has done its full share, and more, iu
the choice of its representatives, but never did
if so well, as when in 18;8 it elected Mr.
Suiiervisor and retained him till 1899,
justified by the condition of his health, he
declined to serve longer. Bringing to the dis-

better,

Robson
when,

charge of his duties the business habits and the
methods with which his own business had been
so successfully conducted, with a thorough

knowledge of the county, and the character and
habits of its people, his services were at all
times valuable. On all questions his influence
was profitably felt. In all building construction during his official service, including the
Court House and the Alms House, he had a
prominent rart, his knowledge of the building
trade giving him especial qualifications. But
most important were his services on the Committee having charge of the Alms House, and all
public charities, of which he was twenty years
chairman. On no other committee rests greater
responsibility; nowhere else is so much requii-ed
of sound judgment and careful, laborious, painstaking consideration.
To his firmness, integrity, impartiality and adherence to correct
business methods, the admirable management
of those interests is to a great extent due.
He
assisted in the organization of the Galesburg
National Bank, has been a Director ever since,
and the Vice President for several years. Indeed, it may be said that William Robson is one
of the most useful citizens of Knox County.

JOHN J.UIES SUTOR.
John James Sutor, son of John and Martha
(Lytle) Sutor, was born in County Monaghan.
Ireland, January 25, 1849.
His paternal grandparents, Martin and Jennie (McDonald) Sutor,
were both of Scotch descent. His parents came
to America in 1852, when he was only three years
old, and settled in Haldimand County, Province
of Ontario, Canada. There they lived until 1858,
when they moved to Knox County, Illinois, and
rented a farm in Galesburg Township, southwest of the city of Galesburg.
In 1864 they
bought eighty acres of land in Sparta
Township for three thousand dollars, to
which
eighty.

they
Of

subsequently
added
another
nine
children
born to

the

them tour sons survive: William, John J., Martin and Henry T. The father, John Sutor, died

November 14, 1874, aged fifty-eight. In religion,
he was a Presbyterian, and he was highly reThe mother, Martha (Lytle) Sutor,

spected.

survived her husband and kept house tor her
son, John J., until her death. May 28, 1895. She

was born in 1S17 in County Cavan, Ireland, and
was of that sturdy Scotch-Irish stock of Presbyterian faith, which has set its mark on the
world's history for honesty, perseverance and
thrifty industry. She was a worthy member of
the race, truthful, inflexibly honest, and of a
very devout disposition, a good wife, mother
and citizen, honored and respected by all who

knew her.
John J. Sutor was educated in the schools
of Knox County, and by faithful attendance and
careful improvement of the advantages they afford

secured a

good general education,

-.is

young manhood was spent at home assisting
his father, and, when the latter died, he wa.~
ready and qualified to carry the burden that had
fallen upon him.
In 1875, twenty .years before
his mother's death, Mr. Sutor, with his brothers.
Martin and Henry T., had built a pleasant and
comfortable residence upon the farm, valued at
two thousand, seven hundred dollars.
Beside
home farm they have a large
the
stock ranch in Rooks County, Kansas, comprising five and one-quarter sections of land,
or three thousand three hundred and sixtv
acres. His two brothers, Martin and Henry T..
are associated with him in business.
Mr. Sutor is a man of influence in his town-

and in 1890 was elected Justice of the
Peace, which office he has held to the present
time. He was elected Assessor in 1898 and now
holds that office.
In politics, Mr. Sutor is a
ship,

lepr.blican.

(SWAN W.

SW ANSON,

Swan W. Swanson, son of Swan and Beugta
Peterson, was born in Oenestad, Christianstad
Laen, Sweden, June 14, 1833. His parents were
natives of Sweden, and died in that country,
aged eighty-four and sixty-five, respectively.
Mr.
Swanson was educated
in
Sweden,
and
was nineteen years of age when
he
left
his
native
land
and
came
United States. The journey across
to the
the ocean was made in a sailing vessel, a "Liverpool Packet," which had for a cargo, in great
After twenty-two
part, rails for a railroad.
days of fine weather and uninterrupted sailing,
he was landed at New Yorlv City, in October.
1852.
He came directly to Knoxville. Illinois,
traveling a part of the way on the Hennepin
Canal. He had but a little money, which was
stolen from him, so that he was penniless and
homeless. To pass the time while looking for
work, he hunted with a gun which he had

bought in Hamburg. At last he found work
with Lorentus Conger of Galesburg, at seven
dollars a month.
The following summer he
worked for Isaac V. Gilbert, and farmed successfully.

Mr.

Swanson was married April

3.

ISG-j.

to

^fp-^^f,^^-^^^

J3 W.
.

d) /W^X/n^o^y^

^7m^^ jf-

KNOX COUNTY.
Nellie Truedson.

who was born

Ignaberga Soken, Sw'eden;

her

Tioedstoip.
parents were

in

John and Ingra Truedson. Mr. and Mrs. Trued.son came from Sweden, and arrived in Knox
1. 1852, but a few days before
of Mr. Swanson. Their children
Nellie, Carrie, Ellen, Trued and Bennett.
parsnts died in Galesburg. The children

County, October
the

were

The

coming

of Mr. and Mrs. Swanson are
R., .Joseph O.. David B.. Mary

Hannah, Samuel
C, Emelie E. and

Winifred I. Mary C, who was married to
Williamson of Galesburg. was graduated
Knox College in 1883, and WHnifred I. in
Samuel R. graduated from the Galesburg

L. 0.

from
189S.

Business College.
Mr. Swanson conducted a dairy, and for seven
years furnished milk to the people of Galesburg. He later settled upon land of his own.
and, assisted by his wife, became an independent
and prosperous farmer. He bought forty acres
of land within the limits of the City of Galesburg, which he afterward sold, buying other
land, which he exchanged for a farm on Section
32, Sparta Township. This farm, with slight additions soon made, contained th:ee hundred and
twenty acres. Mr. Swanson improved it by
the erection of excellent buildings, and soon
found himself the proprietor of one of the best
farms in the county. He now owns five hundred and twenty acres of arable land, besides
one hundred and seventy-four acres of woodland in Knox Township. The foundation of his
success in acquiring a competence was laid in
farming, and especially in raising broom corn;
his success was assured by his industry, honesty and good management.
In politics. Mr. Swanson is a republican.
He
has been Road Commissioner many years, and
was elected Supervisor of Sparta Township
April 4, 1899. He and his family are Lutherans,
and he has been a Trustee of the Lutheran
Church in Galesburg.

FREDKKICK ZIXA VVIKOFF.
Frederick Zina Wikoff was born in Rio Township, December 27, 1846, and was the son of .John
and Cornelia (Crane) Wikoff. His paternal
grandfather was Zina Crane. The name of his
paternal great-grandfather was Van Wikoff. and
the family was of Dutch descent. His father.
John Wikoff. came from New Jersey to Knox
County in the Fall of 1836, making the trip on
horseback from Ohio. He devoted himself to
farming,
and
took
up
one
hundred
and
forty
acres
of
land
in
Section
36, Rio Township.
He improved the land, and
built a comfortable home, where he lived for
fifty-four years, and in which he celebrated his
golden wedding: his death was the first that
occurred in the hoise. He was a successful
farmer, and accumulated considerable property,
becoming in every way an influential citizen,
honored and respected not merely by all the people of the toflrnship. but also by those of the
county. He was Sujiervlsor for Rio Township.
He died April 30. 1S97. aged eighty-four; his
wife survives him. They had five children:
Gertrude A., wife of Hiram Colby: Frederick

Harriet

Z.;

E.,

wife of G. H. I'ratt of Hastings.

Nebraska; Carrie F., wife of S. T. Howell of
WoodhuU. and Mary M., who married Oswald
Oliver and died in January, 1896.
Mr. Frederick Z. Wikoff married Ida M. Condaughter of John N. and Elizabeth
ger,
Wheeler) Conger, in Oneida, September 16
1874, and they have four children:
Winn C:
Gem. wife of W. B. Nelson; John N., a student
at Galesburg, and Cornelia. Mrs. Wikoff's paternal grandfather was Uzziah Conger, who came
to Knox County in 1838, and settled in Cherry
Grove; her paternal grandmother was Hannah
(West) Conger; the aged couple lived to celebrate their golden wedding. They had ten children:
Lorentus; Genette; Lauren; Lueien;
Crayton; Norman; J. Newton; Edward; Lois,
wife of J. S. Wilcox; and Harvey, all of whom
lived at one time in Knox County. Mrs. Wikoff's
father. John Newton Conger, was a native of
New York, her mother, Elizabeth (Wheeler
Conger, came from Connecticut. Her maternal
grandparents, Alvah and Jerusha (Stevens)
Wheeler, came from Connecticut and settled in
Knoxville. Illinois, in 1838. Alvah Wheeler was a
carpenter, and assisted in building the first court
house (still standing at Knoxville) in Knox
County. In early years, while in Bridgeport.
Connecticut,
he
built
the
first
peanut
stand
for
P.
T.
Barnum.
"America's
Greatest
Showman." Eight children were
born
to
Mr.
and
Mrs.
Wheeler:
LeRoy; Mrs. Elizabeth Conger; Mrs. Mary ConI

j

Frederick C; Mrs. Harriet U. Shaw; Mis.
Helen Conger; Mrs. LaVantia Conger, and Mrs.
-Mta Murdoch. Mrs. Wikoff had one sister, Evi
Conger, now deceased.
Mr. Wikoff was educated in Knox and Heddius
Colleges; he is a capable busiue.^s man, and has
been very successful. He has a fine, well improved farm of two hundred and forty acres in
Sparta Township. In politics, lie is a repub,=,er;

lican.

.H»NAS WILLIA.MSOV.
Jonas Williamson, son of William and Margaret (Olson) Williamson, was born in Sweden.
February 22. 1836. His education he received
in the land of hit birth.
In 18.50 the family came
to .\merica and located in Sparta Township,
Knox Coimty. Illinois. Other children besides
lonas were William, Peter. John, Maggie and
Moses O. Jonas loved his home and, even when
he was a boy, could seldom be lured away from
it.
Losing his father when he was only fifteen
yeais old. he contributed to the support of the

and in every way led an exemplary life.
Williamson was exceptionally temperate and

family,
.Mr.

did

not

indulge

in

stimulants

or

tobacco.

.Mthough his opportunities for acquiring an education were but limited, he nevertheless accumulated a large amount of useful knowledge.
He was very industrious and an excellent business manager.
Mr. Williamson's first wife was Christine
Anderson, whom he married in Wataga. Of
this union there were two children, .Tohn E. and
T>otta.
The latter was married to Thomas Rum-

'
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mel. Mrs. Williamson died in 1875, and four
years later, May 29, 1879, Mr. Williamson marHis second wife was Anna M.,
ried again.

republican, but he has held only local
In religion, he is a Lutheran.

dren have been born to them, five of whom are
living:
Joseph Henry, a resident of Long-

still

mont, Colorado; Amanda C; Edwin P., who
manages the Henderson farm; Frederick LeonLuther. The deceased are
ard, and Alvin
Mrs. Mary J. Danielson; Margaret Amelia, who
was the wife of Rev. A. Nelson; Lars Olaf;
Martha and George. Frederick L. is a graduate
of Knox College; he is manager of Mr. Williamson's extensive business interests in Clay CenAmanda C. and Alvin Luther are
ter, Kansas.
home. Mr. Williamson's mother survived his
father many years, dying in 1886 at the age of
seventy-three.

at

WILLIAM niLLlAMSOX.

HANNIBAL PARISH WOOD.

William Williamson, son of William and Mar(Olson) Williamson, was born in the
North of Sweden, October 10, 1833, and the
little education it was his privilege to secure
was gained in his native land. He was the oldest of seven children, five sons and two daughters,
and came to this country with his
parents in 1850.
In October of that year, after
traveling some time in Wisconsin, the family

Hannibal Parish Wood was born in Vermont.
September 12, 1818. His father, William Wood,
was of English descent and was born in Lanesboro, Berkshire County, Massachusetts, August
24, 1790, and died at Westford, Vermont, April
His mother, Hannah (Parish) Wood,
5, 1845.
daughter of Nathan and Hannah Parish, was
born in Brookfield, Orange County, Vermont.
March 7, 1795, and died in August, 1883.
Hannibal P. Wood was reared and educated in
Vermont. He was married in Westford, Vermont, September 28, 1841, to Hannah M. Bowman. Two children were born to them:
William H., of Wataga, Illinois, and Emma J.

garet

reached

Knox County,

Illinois.

The father was

so affected with consumption that he was unable to do the least work after reaching America, and died in 1853.
As the oldest of the family of children, although himself a mere boy, Mr. Williamson was
early compelled to shoulder a man's responsibilities and to do a man's work.
He gave all
his time and his earnings to the support of the
family, until the younger boys got started and
could manage the small farm of sixty acres of
timber
land.
for
which
they
paid

one

hundred

dollars,

and

upon

built

a

who died in Wataga in January,
aged fifty-four years. Mr. Wood was
married a second time, January 1, 1876,
in
Wataga,
Mrs.
Mahlah
(Phelps)
to
was
Watkins,
who
born
in
Enfield.
Tompkins County, New York, May 14, 1834.
Wood,
1899,

which

house.
He was young
and strong and could do the work of two days in

they

log

An old Pennsylvania miner taught him
how to dig coal, and Mr. Williamson became an
expert miner and followed the business for fifteen winters. A character developed by such
faithful devotion, by consciousness of responsibility, and by the habit of hard work is a reward in itself, and brings the reward of subsequent business success. Mr. Williamson was
finally able to buy sixty acres of land where he
now resides, and, as fortune smiled upon him,
to add thereto from time to time, until he now
has four hundred and forty-seven acres in one
body. He owns another splendid farm of one
hundred and eighty-eight acres near Henderson.
In Kansas he has ofie thousand six hundred
acres in one piece. In Clay Center he has large
financial interests: he controls the waterpower,
has
built
a
grist-mill
of
two
hundred and fifty barrel
capacity,
and also
a large electric
plant.
In these improvements he has invested more than $50,000. Stockone.

,

offices.

September 28, 1855, in Galesburg, Illinois, Mr.
Wiliamson married Catherine Olson. Ten chil-

daughter of Mattas and Martha (Hanson) Herlberger, who came from Sweden with their infant
daughter in 1857. The family settled in Galesburg and lived there until 1867, when they removed to Wataga, where they have since
Mr. Hedberger is a tailor by trade and
resided.
has followed the business many years. Their
(laughter. Mrs. Williamson, is one of a family
of five children who reached maturity. She owns
the fine farm of eighty acres of well improved
land, which was her husband's homestead.
Jonas Williamson was a member of the Swedish Lutheran Church, and was honored and
respected by all who knew him. In politics he
was a republican. He died April 30, 1893.

raising and farming have been his principal
business, and his success demonstrates his character as a business man. In politics, he is a

"

Mr. Wood was in the mercantile business in
Westford, Vermont, many years, and in 1850
removed to Boston, Massachusetts, where he
was a commission merchant for about five years.
In the Spring of 1856 he came West and settled
at Wataga. Knox County, Illinois, where he has
since resided. He bought the store in Wataga,
which was owned by Silas Willard of Galesburg,
and continued the business with his partner,
Amos P. Babcock, whom he bought out five
years later. For some years the business, that
of a general store, was conducted by Mr. Wood
alone, and later with the assistance of his son,
William H. Wood. During the Civil War, about
the year 1863, he opened a bank which he has

conducted to the present time.
As a republican, Mr. Wood represented his
district in the Legislature in the years 1880-82.

He was Chairman of the Committee on Public
Charities, and was a member of the Committee
on Banks and Banking. He was for many years
a member of the Board of Supervisors of Knox
County, during which time the county seat was
removed to Galesburg. He has belonged to
various temperance organizations, and is a
member of the Masonic Fraternity. For four
years he was a Trustee of the Asylum for the
Blind at Jacksonville, Illinois. He has been a

JONAS WILLIAMSON.
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Trustee and the Treasurer of the Congregational
Church at Wataga. of which he is a member,
and has been Township School Treasurer for
about thirty years, wliich office he now holds.
Mr. Wood achieved success as a merchant and
banker, and in the service of the public, and has
exerted a wide influence for good wherever he
has been.

ADAMS, ALEXANDER FRANK;

Farmer;

Sparta Townhip; born in Henderson Township,
Knox County, March 7, 1S42; educated in com
mon schools. His parents were James Adams,
of North Carolina, and Sarah (Miller) Adams of
Indiana. He was married in Lewis County,
New York, to Elizabelh Woolworth. Their children are, Birney H. and Fred C. His parents
settled in Rio Township in 1841, and entered
Government laud in the Military Tract and paid
for it twice. The father was a successful farmer
and died on the homestead July 1, 1879, aged
seventy-three years;
the
mother died in

aged
forty-five
years.
The father
three times
married. He was a republican. In religion he was a Methodist.
The children by the first marriage are: Wilson,
Caroline. William, John, Lucinda. AlexandeiFrank. Phelps and Sarah Adams; the children
184(j,

was

by his marriage with Melba Haynes are: James,
Lida and Julia. Mr. Alexander F. Adams has a
fine farm of one hundred acres, and is a successful farmer.
He paid $60 an acre for his land,
which was entered by his uncle Ruben Robbins
Mr. Adams belongs to the church of
in 1837.
the Second Adventists. In politics, he is a
republican.

BARRY, JAMES; Farmer;
born

in

Limerick,

Ireland.

Sparta Township;
His parents were

John and Mary (Healy) Barry of Limerick, they
age of ninety-three years; his
grandfathers were James Barry, and PatricK
Healy. He was educated in select schools in Ireland. He was married at Edwards' Homestead
Knox County. December 15. 1864. to Frances,
daughtei- of George and Elizabeth (Wayland)
Edwards. Their children are:
John W.;
George Henry; Lilie
wife of George Rockwell
of Galesburg; Mary E.; Lucy I., wife of H.
Welsh; Winnifred; Morris J.; Frances F. C,
who died in infancy. Mr. Barry came to New
York in May, 1804, at the age of nineteen and
remained there for three years. He came to
attained

the

C

Knox County in the Fall of 1858, and worked
by the month. He owned many horses and
bought and sold farms. He remained for nineteen years on one farm in Ontario lownship.
In 1884. he moved to the farm of three hundred
and twenty acres where he now lives; he owns
in all nearly one thousand acres of land.
He has
been an extremely successful stock raiser. His
SUCC3S3 Is due to his persevering industry and
to the assistance and good management of his
wife.
In religion, Mr. Barry is a Catholic.
In
politics, he is a democrat, and has been a School

many vears.
BENSON, TUFVE; Farmer;

Director for

ship; born near Christianstadt,

Sparta

Town-

Sweden. August

His parents were Bengt and Hannah
Nelson of Sweden. At the early age of sixteen.

27, 18.38.

C

()

U
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he came to Warren County. Illinois,
where his brother Olof had preceded him. After
spending five years as a farm hand, he purchased sixty acres of land in Warren County
and began farming for himself. April 11, 1861.
in

1855,

he was married in Monmouth to Catherine Ellison, daughter of Nels and Permelia Ellison, she
having emigrate<l from Sweden with her parents in 1851, when ten years of age.
Three
children, Samuel David; Carrie, wife of Henry
Gehring; Hannah, wife of George Behringer.
were born to them in Warren County. In 1867.
Mr. Benson, with his family, moved into Knox
County, and settled south of Wataga.
Here
Edith (deceased), Ida May, and Ira Edward
were born. In 1875, Mr. Benson bought a farm
of one hundred and twenty-nine acres on Section 8, Sparta Township, where he now resides.
At this place three children were born
Harvey Russel, Jeannette, and Hazle
to them:
•June.
Samuel D. is a successful merchant in
Chicago, and owns five hundred acres of land in
Marion County, Illinois. Ira E. is a former
railroad employe, and when a soldier in the
late war, was stationed in Porto Rico.
Jeannette is a Normal student at Austin, Minnesota.
Mr. Benson has been successful, and is a
highly respected farmer. In religion, he is a
Lutheran; in politics, a republican.

CAMPBELL, GEORGE HENRY;

Farmer;

Sparta Township; born in Wataga, September
parents were Robert M.. and Catharine (Dolan) Campbell of Ireland.
He is of
Scotch descent. Mr. Campbell was married to
Mary A. Tiernay, in Galva, Illinois, October 26.
1892; they have one child, George Henry, born
September 8, 1894. Mrs. Campbell is the daughter of James and Mary Tiernay of Knox County.
Mr. George Henry Campbell was reared a
farmer, and educated in the common schools.
In 1890, he located on a farm, which contains
one hundred and sixty acres of choice land. Mr.
Campbell became a Mason in 1887, and is a
member of Wataga Lodge, 591, A. F. and A. M.
Mr. Campbell is a republican.
GEHRING, ALEX; Farmer; Sparta Township: born December 1. 1844. in Germany; educated in Germany and the United States; his
parents, Anthony Gehring, born March 12, 1821,
and Mary (Mosier) Gehring, born June 24, 1823,
came from Germany to Sparta Township in
1857; his paternal grandparents were Bennel
and
Elizabeth
(Closman)
Gehring;
his
great-grandparents.
Mattice
and
Susan
Gehring, and his maternal grandparents, Jacob
and Mary Mosier. Mr. Gehring was married
May 30, 1867, in Sparta Township, Section 33, to
Jerusha, daughter of Ira and Caroline (Stewart)
Squires of Ireland and Scotland, respectively.
Mrs. Gehring was born August 1. 1847, in Vienna,
Trumbull County, Ohio. The children of Mr.
and Mrs. Gehring are:
Mary Alice, born
October 29, 1871; Sarah Luella, born October 9.
1874; Carrie Lenora, born April 6, 1877, and Ira
Anthony, born December 15.' 1879. Mary Alice
was married June 11, 1P90. to James Parkinson;
they have two sons, Archie, born January 30,
1893; and Frank Donald, born September 10,
28, 1S66; his

KNOX CO IN TV.
Mr. Gehring is a member, and has been
a Trustee and Steward of the Methodist EpiscoHe is a republican and has been
pal Church.
School Director and Pathmaster.
GEHRING, JOSEPH; Farmer; Sparta Township; born March 16, 1856, in Knox County,
where he was educated. His father. Xavier
Gehring, was an early settler. He was married
January 29, 1880, to Cora, daughter of O. PeterAdella
son. Four children were born to them:
Maud, Edna May, Arthur J. and Myrtle Irene.
Their mother died May 15, 1895. Mr. Gehriug's
second marriage occurred March 25, 1896, with
Harriet, daughter of Peter Knight, a native of
England. They have one son, Frank Earl. Mr.
Gehring has a valuable farm of one hundred and
seventy-seven acres besides one hundred acres
He has been School
of pasture and timber land.
Director in Wataga for twelve years.
GILES, DR. HENRY WYLEY; Physician;
Wataga, Sparta Township; born in Peoria
County, March 28, 1861; his grandfather was an
English soldier, and one of the guards of Napoleon Bonaparte on the island of St. Helena.
He came to America in 1824. He studied for the
ministry, and had charge of a Baptist church.
He and his wife died in Peoria County. They
had five sons and two daughters, all of whom,
except Sarah, who was killed by lightning, have,
by hard work and economy, accumulated considerable property. They are also very widely
and favorably known throughout Peoria County.
Thomas, the oldest child, was born on the
1896.

He
island of St. Helena February 28. 1814.
moved, with the family, to England and from
there, when he was but ten years of age, to
this country, the family settling at Utica, New
York, where they lived until 1836. when they
moved West, settling at Peoria. He followed
steamboating for two summers, then, with his
brothers, William. Joseph, and Nathan, manufactured brick until 1849. when the two brothers,
William and Nathan, went to California, while
Thomas bought land six miles north of Peoria,
which he cleared and occupied until 1882, when
he retired and bought a home on the Bluff in
Peoria, where he died September 7. 1893.
He
was the father of Dr. H. W. Giles and six other
children, two of whom died in infancy, the other
four now live in Peoria and vicinity, one of
whom, Dr. W. N. Giles, is practicing medicine
in that city.
The mother of Dr. H. W. Giles
was Margaret (Poplett) Giles, of Knox County;
her father was Thompson Poplett. The Poplett
family came to Illinois from Indiana in 1835,
settling in the northwest corner of Sparta
Township, where they lived for about twelve
years, making farming their occupation.
They
moved to Peoria County. Mrs. Margaret Giles
was born in Indiana June 15, 1828. and died in
Peoria County, August 7, 1875. Dr. H. W. Giles
was educated in Peoria County. He was married to Christine Schildwachter in Peoria,
November 26, 1891.. Their children are: Clark
Webster, William Thomas, Ruth Helena.
Before attending medical college Dr. Giles was in
the employment of Allaire Woodward and Co..
of Peoria. Illinois, in the Medical Laboratory.

Although his father was well able to furnish the
necessary funds to carry him through college,
he chose rather to be independent, and by persistent effort and strict economy he was enabled
to keep his little nome, which he had paid for
in

addition to

his

college course.

Dr.

Giles

graduated at Keokuk, Iowa, Medical College,
class of 1895, and practiced for nine months in
Iowa. He located in Wataga, Illinois, and has
built up a good practice, and is a careful and

He is a member of the
of America, the Galesburg
Medical Society, the Military Tract Medical Soand Illinois State Medical Association.
Dr. Giles is a member of the Methodist Church.
He is a prohibitionist.

conscientious physician.

Modern Woodmen
ciety,

LEE, WILLIAM AUGUSTUS,

JR.;

Farmer;

Sparta Township, where he was born March 5.
1858, on the old Lee homestead, Section 6; educated in Knox County.
His parents, William
A. and Betsey (Knowles) Lee, were natives of
New York State; his paternal grandfather was
Amos Lee. His father settled in Knox County
at an early day, and the son was reared on
the farm where he became a practical farmeiand stockman; he received a good business education at the Galesburg Business College. When
he was married he lived on Section 5, where his
father formerly resided, and in 1882, moved to
his present farm of one hundred and sixty
acres.
September 9, 1880, Mr. Lee was married
to Jennie May Patterson, in Sparta Township.
There are four children: Freddie P., Bessie K.,
Jennie May, and George Edward. Mrs. Lee's
father, William Stephen Patterson, came at an
early day from Ohio to Knox County and settled
at Henderson with his parents. There he learned
the cooper's trade, but after his marriage he
became a farmer and stockman and was very
He gave his daughter. Jennie, the
successful.
advantages of an education at St. Mary's, Knoxville.
Mrs. Lee is not only an accomplished and
talented lady, but also a devoted mother. Mr.
Lee is a republican. He holds the office of
School Director.
MASTERS, WILLIAM; Farmer; Sparta
Township; born in Ontario Township, March 5.
His parents were
1855; educated in Oneida.
Joseph and Phebe (Fookes) Masters; they were
born in Somerton, Somersetshire, England. Mr.
Masters was married to Lida Nation, in Wataga.
December 27, 1883. Their children are: Fred.
Mr. Masters
N.; and Don C, died May 22. 1896.
He has been School Director
is a republican.
for thirteen years.

NILES, DAVID PRATT; Sparta Township;
Farmer; born in Columbia County, New York,
October 20, 1824; educated in New York. He was
married July 9, 1870, in Knox County, Illinois, to
Helen C. Johnson; she was born in Smalland.
Sweden, and is a daughter of John Swanson and
Helen Johnson. His parents were land-owners
whose ancestors had. for several centuries, lived
on the same farm. The family were Lutheran
in religious belief.
Mrs. Niles was educated in
Sweden and came to the United States in 1869.
Mr. Niles worked on the home farm in New
York till in 1856. he came West with his brother.

M^Mui;

a^T't^^ljc-y^

KNOX cor
m

Wataga.
K., aiul they bought a iiiill
.1
fine quality of tiour. and had
lountry.
large patronage from the surrounding
County.
Heniy
in
land
for
They traded their mill

George

They made a

and engaged in farming near Wataga.
where David Niles owned three hundred acres
He conof land which he bought in 1862 and 3.
18.4
tinued farming and atock raising and in
Illinois,

with
entered into partnership with his brother
They cona herd of seventy-five short-horns.
ducted a large and profitable business until IsaU.
when the partnership was dissolved so far as
constock and lands in Sparta Township were
thoucerned; they retained, however, over one
sand acres of land south of Villisca. Iowa, and a
Township.
(luarter section of land in Henderson
Knox County. Illinois. In politics, Mr. Niles is
a republican.

OLSON, JONAS; Farmer; Sparta lownship;
born Jetleborg Lan, Sweden, December 31, 1841,
where he was educated. His parents were Olaf
and Elizabeth (Larson) Nelson; his grandMr.
fathers were Nels Olson and Jonas Larson.
Jonas Olson was married in Knox County.
February 5, 1869, to Anna C. Donaldson. Then
children are: Elizabeth L. (Mrs. Williamson);
\nsfried (deceased); William C; Alvin Arthur;
Andrew E. Mr. Olson came from Sweden with
settled on a
his parents at the age of fifteen and
ot
small farm, afterwards moving to a farm
year,
sixtv-two acr;s. The father died within a
upon
leaving seven children largely dependent
marriage,
his
before
Jonas. He bought his farm
and has greatly improved it. Mr. Olson is a
man of good standing in the community. H^for
has been a member of the Lutheran church
forty-one years. He is a ieP"'j'''"',>- „^^,^_,.

PATTERSON.

WILLIAM

STEVENSON;

born
Sparta Township; Firmer and stockman;
near Columbus. Ohio, December 13, 182u. His
parents, John S. and Mary (Stevenson) PatterCounty,
Washington
were natives ot
son,
March
married
were
and
Pennsylvania,
Mr. Patterson was reared in Ohio, and
S 18''4

came

to
his

Knox County

November

7,

1838,

They setfather and stepmother.
Henderson, where he learned the coopers trade, which he worked at until he went on
September 30. 1846, in Henderson, he
a farm.
married Matilda Miller, after which he bought
Section 18,
three hundred and twenty acres on
where James Barry now lives. He was prosperous and owned a large tract of land. He was
one of the best known men in Knox County,
where he bought and sold and shipped stock on
a large scale. He finally moved to Stockham.
Hamilton County, where he engaged in the
same business with his usual success. His children received most of their education in GalesHis accomplished and talented daughburg
St. Mary's.
ter. Jennie May, was educated at
Knoxville, and has decided artistic talent. She
influential memis a devoted mother and is an
Mr. and Mrs. Patterson had
ber of society.
Edwin
four children who reached maturity:
Mrs. Clara Smith, Mrs. Wm. A, Lee, Jr.
(Jennie May), and Fred A. With the exception
of Mrs. Lee all are residents of Nebraska. Mr.

with

tled at

W

N T V

Ohio and in
I'atterson received his education in
Knox County. In politics he is a democrat.
l''armer; Sparta
REED, JAMES
Township; born in Kentucky, June 27, 1825;
his parents,
in Wataga, December 8. 1883;

DURHAM;

died

Jonathan and Polly (Newell) Reed, <tame from
and
Iventucky to Knox County at an early day,
Urove.
died at an advanced age in Henderson
22
He was married in Knox County, AugustApril
She was born
1847, to Martha A. Duval.

Mary S., deTheir children are:
1831.
Mrs. Nancy E. Haver; Mrs. Helen M.
\ndrews; Mrs. Sarah E. Laugless; Frances A,;
Polly
Mrs. Rosalhi A. Temple, decased; Mrs,
E Slabaugh; James A, I.; and Dora E. After
Henderson
his marriage Mr. Reed lived in
of
farm
a
For fifty years he worked
Grove
two hundred and twenty acres near Wataga.
where Mrs. Reed now lives. He greatly imHe
proved his farm and had fine out houses.
Mrs. Reed is a
built a fine residence in 1888.
member of the Christian church. Mr. Reed was
•7

ceased;

a democrat.

STREAM, OLIVER; Farmer;
ship- born in

Sweden December

„

Sparta Town4,

1833,

where

father
he received a limited education. His
was Olof Stream, who was a soldier in the
Swedish armv for twenty-five years; his mother
Oliver
was Betsy (Isaacson) Stream. Mr.

Stream was first married to Margaret Donaldto
son of Sweden, in July. 18.50, emigrated
America the same year, settling in Knox
chilCounty, where he has since resided. Their

John, Mary, Frank, Albert, Olive,
His first wife died in Rio TownMr. Stream's second marriage was
ship in 1871
with Mrs. Martha Johnson, in Knox County,
February 13, 1872. They have one daughter.
He is a member of the Methodist
Carrie
with
church. In politics, he is a republican,
the
prohibition sentiments. He is a member of
Independent Order ot Odd Fellows.
WEED, HARRISON T.; Farmer; Sparta
Township; born in Delaware County, New York,
March 18, 1840; educated in his native state.
His parents were James Weed, born in the
(Terry), a
state of New York, and Abigail
native of New Hampshire. His paternal grandfather was Lswis Weed. Mr, Weed came with

dren were:

and Willie.

Illinois.
his parents to Belvidere, Boone County,
There his parents diet!, and the son at the age
He came down
of twenty went to Wisconsin.
with
the Wisconsin and Mississippi rivers
lumber to Burlington. Iowa, where the lum-

ber was sold, and young Ween went by steamer
winter and
to St. Louis, where he remained one
part ot the next summer. He was twenty-one
years of age \vhen he reached Knox County; he
Henderson
in
year
spent nearlv all of the first
Grove splitting rails. He then went to Harrison Countv, Missouri, and taught school about
of the
a vear and a half, till the breaking out
war. after which he taught durins one winter,
farmed
five miles west of Galesburg. He next
near Onei la seven years, and was enabled to
make a payment on his present farm of eighty
acres,

on Section

cember n,

1862,

where he now resides. Dehe married Sarah J. Conley.

27,

K X OX

('

LI

who

died July 23, 1875. They had two cliildien;
Mrs. Harriet E. Vaughn and Ada M. Weed.

October

19, 18(6,

Mr.

Weed was married

to

Susan

A. t aruham, at her home near Wataga.
They
have two children: Abbie M. and Charlotte A.
In religion, he is a Congregationalist, and haa
been tor many years a ueacon and a Truscee in
the church, lu politics, he is a republican. He
has been a School Director for seventeen years.

WILLIAMSON,

JOHN

EDWIN;

Farmer;

Sparta Township, where he was born April 21,
1861; he was educated in Knox County, and is
a graduate of the Western Business College.
His parents, Jonas and Christine (Anderson;
Williamson, were natives of Sweden. When
fourteen years old, Jonas Williamson came to
the United States with his parents and settled
in Sparta Township.
He died in 1893, at me
age of fifty-seven years; his wife died in 1875;
at the age of thirty-five. They left two children:
Charlotta Margarctte, wife of T. H.

Rommel; and John Edwin. September 18, 1884,
John Edwin Williamson married Christine
Hanson in Lynn Township. They have seven
Mabel E., Florence V., Minnie C,
Axel Wesley, Mary Edith, Emma L., George E.
Mrs. Williamson is a daughter of Olaf and
Elizabeth (Anderson) Hanson, who settled

children:

in

Sparta

Tov/nship

before

the

war.

Olaf

Hanson served through the war and draws a
He is a successful farmer in Lynn

pension.

Township, near Galva. In religion, Mr. Williamson is a Methodist, and has been a Trustee
in that ch;irch.
In politics, he is a republican
and has held the office of School Director.
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which comprises about oneis very good.
Along the edge
and near to the timber, the first
located. For their mail they had to go

prairie land

half the towuohip,
of this prairie,
settlers

away. In 183;'..
a postoflice, with John G. Sanburu as the first
Postmaster, was established in the settlement.
The postoffice, under the same name, "Knox
to Rushville, seventy-five miles

Court House," was afterwards moved to KnoxIn 1830, the

ville.

HENDERSON TOWNSHIP.

first

"corn-cracker" was put

up, and in 1837, Silvanus Western, William and
Olmstead Ferris put up a steam saw-mill, and
uot long after added mill-stones, grinding corn
and making unbolted flour.
Rev. Jacob Gum preached the first sermon, in
1829, at the house of John B. Gum. F. B. Barber
taught the first school, in a log shanty near the
grove, in 1830. Mr. Barber afterward moved to
Texas, where he died. In 1833, Harmon G.
13rown opened a school, on Section 31. At present there are four hundred and seventy-seven
persons under twenty-one years of age in the
township, of whom two hundred and fifty-nine
attend the twelve public schools, one of which is
graded. The school houses are frame structures and are worth seven thousand, three hun-

dred dollars.

The

first settlers

much

devoted

Henderson was the first township in Knox
County to l)e settled by white men. In February, 1828, Daniel and Alexander Robertson came
to Section 1.5.
They were soon followed by
others, and by 1830, a good many people had
settled within its boundaries.
[Much of Henderson's early history will be found in the articles on Knox County and County Government.]
Henderson is well watered by the branches
which make up the head 'waters of Henderson
River. Along these creeks originally stood one
of the finest bodies of timber in Illinois.
It was
a favorite resort for Indians, who. on Sections
23 and 26, had extensive fields of corn.
A well
was dug at an early day on Section 30, near
the creek. At a depth of sixty feet ashes,
stumps, a red cedar log and general rubbish
were found in as perfect a state of preservation
as though the fires had just gone out. Until the
Black Hawk War. the Indians were very
friendly, remaining in their wigwams and helping the settlers in sugar making, but at the outbreak of that disturbance they went away, but
without committing any depredations.

\

'J'

The

of

were fond of hunting, and
One

of their time to the chase.

the disastrous prairie fires

was discovered

by H. G. Brown, Peter Frans and Ben Bruington
while out hunting. They returned home from
their quest for game to engage in fighting the
names during an entire night.
Only one village, Henderson, has ever been
started
in
the
township. [See Henderson
Village for the industries of the township other
than farming and stock-raising.] One of the
farmers, Henry M. Sisson, has made the township famous by his fine hogs, which he has
shipped all over the country. His biography
may be found on another page.
At the first town election, April 5, 1863, one
hundred and fifty-five votes were cast, resulting
the

in

Martin

election

W. Gay.

of

Peter

Clerk;

Frans,

Supervisor:

James McMurtry, Asses-

sor; C. G. Dean, Collector;

Thomas McKee and

Abraham Jackson, Justices.
The Independent Order of Odd Fellows have
a

Lodge

A

here.

brief record of the church history of the

township
edifice

The first church
Henderson, and was the reand Methodists,
the Methodists erected a

will be of interest.

was

built at

sult of the efforts of Baptists
jointly.

In

1874,

KNOX
The

structure of their own.

pastor

first

(I

was

Rev. Mr. Waters, and at present the congregaunder the pastoral charge ot the minister
at Wataga. The Baptists have not

tion is

residing

now any
ship.

A

distinctively sectarian place of wor-

church was organized at
and a building erected in
Rev. Mr. Westerdahl was the first pastor,

Lutheran

Soperville,
1881.

in 1870.

and the present occupant of the pulpit is Rev.
H. Olson. There are some two hundred and
twenty-five communicants. At one time there
was a Christian (sometimes called Campbellite)
church in the township, but it no louger exists.
The same statement may be predicated of the
"Church of Latter Day Saints" (Mormon),
which flourished at Soperville in the early days.

HEM)EUSO\

VILLAdiK.

The village known by this name was laid out
June 11, 1835, by Parnach Owen, for Calvin
Glass, on Section 14 of Henderson Township.
It was incorporated in 1838, an election beins
held March 7, at which twenty-eight votes were
cast for the measure and none in opposition.
In early days it was a flourishing place, with
five general stores, besides a number of other
shops. Gardiner and Chapin built the first
Between 1840 and 18.50. over thirty
store.
coopers were employed here in making pork and
whiskey barrels, which were shipped

all

over

the State.
In 1839, the post office here

was the largest

in

the county, and previous to the building the
railroad

was

Hendersor

as

place
portant
a
or Galesburg; and
ficient

influence

to

'as

nearly
either

able

to

as
imKnoxville

exert

secure the insertion

suf-

of

a

road incorporation act that
provision in the
the line should pass through the town, but the
provision was evaded. Nevertheless, when the
Railroad was conMilitary Tract

Central

it was a stirring village, though fallen
behind its rivals. Knoxville and Galesburg.
Subsequently, trade being attracted to the railroad stations, the village steadily declined, until
little remained.
The construction of the Rio
branch of the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy
Railroad has saved it from extinction, and some

structed,

improvement appears.
In 1839, Ben Campbell established a distillery,
which Mr, Koons bought, and removed to Section 10.
Early in the thirties a saw mill wa.s
started here which, in 1841. was owned by
little

Calvin Glass,

who

that

same year

started in

it

[ S

'I'

V

with a capacity of ten bairels a day. Il
was burned the same year. The next year
Poyer and Wickes put up a still with a daily
capacity of twenty barrels, a little north of
a

still

Henderson. It, too, burned iu about a year, and
with its destruction ended the attempts at disHenderson.

tilling in

Population.

18.50,

estimated,

1S99.

37s.

ISsii.

I'.is.

ivii).

l.i:!.

12.5.

JOHN
John Junk was born

.11

.\K.

County, PennHis parents were James
and Elizabeth (Lincoln Junk of Pennsylvania.
James Junk died in Fayette County July .3, 1877.
previous to which he had celebrated his golden
wedding. He was the oldest of seven children,
the others being:
Samuel, Thomas, Sarah,
Henry, Robert, and Jackson. John .lunk's paternal grandparents were John Junk of New
Jersey, and Sarah (Preston) Junk of Pennsylvania; his mat?rnal grandparents were Benjamin Lincoln, who was born near Baltimore, and
was a second cousin of Abraham Lincoln; and
sylvania,

May

G,

in P^ayette

1827.

i

Elizabeth (Bates) Lincoln,
in

John Junk was educated
Fayette County, and

in a log school house
later apprenticed to

learn the trades of carpenter and joiner, and
millwright, devoting three years to the former
and two years to the latter. He came to Knox
County in May, 1855, and, having previously
known Dr. Joseph Henderson, he settled near
him in Henderson Township. The first application of his trade in the county was the buildins of a barn for Governor William McMurtry.
afer which he built a school house in District

So.

1.

While thus engaged, he boarded with

Ebenezer (Robertson) Westfall.
Novemhcr 22, 1855, he was married, in Knoxville, Illinois, to Elizabeth, daughter of Alexander and
Narcissa (Ferguson) Robertson.
Mr. Robertson served in the Black Hawk War. He and his
biother. Daniel Robertson, came to Henderson
.Mis.

Tdwnship

in February, 1828.
Alexander Rob.-rtson died February 28, 1848.
His daughter.
lOlizabeth, was born in Henderson Township.

D.'t-ember 14, 1837.
During the Fall of 1855. Mr. John Junk bought
acres ot land and began farming. He
\v;is very successful, and, after a few years,
\M-nt to the old home of his wife and bought
out the other heirs, securing a farm of four
liiindred and thirty acres, where he now rei'i.:,'hty

Mr. and Mrs. Junk are the parents of two
children, Stephen A., who died at the age of
four years; and Alexander Robertson.
In politics, Mr. Junk is a democrat, and ha.-i
held many important offices.
In 1871. he wa.s
I'lected Supervisoi', serving four years, and was

again Supervisor in 1896. Ho was Justice of
the Peace for eight years, and Road Commisfor three years;
he also served as

.sitiner

He is a member of Hiram Lodge
Masonic frateniitv.

."issessor.

Xo.

26.

Ki\().\
JAAIES CHAMl'IOiX McMURTRV.
James Champion McMurtry, son of William
and Ruth (Champion) McMurtry. was born in
Crawford County, Indiana. February 3, 1829,
He belongs to a noted family, whose descent is
from the French Huguenots. His great-grandfather. John McMurtry. had a large family of
children, five of whom were killed in the Revolution, at the battle of Cowpens.
The McMurtry family came to Knox County.
November 1. 1829, and settled in Henderson
Township. The family consisted of the grandfather. James McMurtry. his two sons. William
and James, their wives, and the children of
William—Mary and James C. The following
families, whose names will always be associated
with Knox County, were already settled in the
neighborhood:
Daniel and Alexander Robinson, and Riggs Pennington, of whom William
and James McMurtry bought their farm of one
hundred and sixty acres, on which was a small
log cabin. On this farm, the people of the
whole neighborhood assisted in building a
block house or stockade, which afforded protection against the incursions of the Indians. At
different times before, during and after the
Black Hawk War, about tw^euty-tive families
were gatherel here. During the war. William
McMurtry organized a company of Rangers of
about eighty-nine, which cmbiaoed nearly all
that were fit for service in Knox, Warren and
Mercer counties. They weie all mounted, each
man furnishing his own rifle and horse. They
pursued the Indians in all directions but were
never engaged in battle.
His grandfather. James McMurtry. was one
of thirteen children, and was born in Tennessee.
His maternal grandfather was of
Irish descent, and was born oh the "Emerald
'

Isle."

James McMurtry died

in

1854.

at

the

advanced age of nearly ninety.
His father. William McMurtry. was one of the
most remarkable men of his time. He was
strong intellectually, was a thorough student of
human nature, and was an adept in the art of
leading and controlling men. He was born in
Tennessee, and married Ruth Champion, a
native of Kentucky. He was a State Senator

many years. In 1818. he was elected Lieutenant Governor of Illinois on the same ticket
with Governor French. He was captain of a
company in the Black Hawk War and Colonel
of the Sixty-seventh Regiment of Militia of
Illinois.
During the Civil War. he was chosen
Colonel of the One Hundred and Second Illinois
Volunteer Infantry, and after serving a short
time in Kentucky, he became ill and was honorably discharged.
In 1846, he became a member of the Masonic
for

Order, joining the Hiram Lodge in Henderson
and the Horeb Chapter in Henderson. He was
the Grand Treasurer of the Grand Lodge and
Chapter for fourteen years. He was one of the
first three County
School Commissioners of
Knox County and has held the office several

times since.

Governor McMurtry was an uncompromising
democrat, and a particular friend of Stephen A.

('(I

Itouglas.

He

was

early

instructed

in

the

democratic ritual by his father and grandfather.
He was one of the most conspicuous political
figures in Illinois, and on account of his
tenacity of opinion and firm adherence to democratic principles, he was regarded as a "wheel
horse" in his party.

The natural powers of Governor McMurtry
He was a great reader and had a
stored mind. He was entertaining and

were great.
well

agreeable in conversation, a good neighbor and
constant friend. He performed the duties of
citizenship faithfully, and was regarded b>
everyone as a conscientious and upright citizen.

Dr James C. McMurtry received his educition in the common schools.
Later, he was a
student in Knox College, and in Union College.
Schenectady, New York. He took his degree in
medicine at the Rush Medical College in Ciiicago. After graduation, he returned to Knox
County, and has practiced medicine here ever
since.

In

early

life.

Dr.

McMurtry embraced the

political faith of his father.
He was a democrat
until the breaking out of the Civil War.
Ho
cast his first republican vote for Abraham Lincoln's re-election.
Since that time he has been
a firm adherent to republican principles, and his
voice is often heard in the council hall of the
republican party. He is regarded as an influential party man. and is a party leader in local
and State politics. He helped to form the Union
League in Henderson Township and was elected
iis first president.
He has been offered many
positions in the party, which he has
declined.
He says that "during the war, his
was
threatened
lite
many times by members of
the Golden Circle; but his good nerve, judgment, and reputation as a good fencer, and 'dead
shot.' did much to prevent disorder in Knox
County." The doctor is a superior athlete, and
has exhibited his strength and nerve on many
occasions.
Dr. McMurtry possesses many of the characteristics of his father.
He is noted for the
honesty of his convictions, his clearsightedness
of obligation and duty, and his moral courage in
maintaining the right. In manner, he is not
finnical or affected, and in his speech, he is
straightforward and plain. He is liberal in his
views, charitable towards all. given to hospitality, and has lived a life full of good deeds.
Dr. McMurtry was married June 9. 1855, to
Caroline Nelson, of Warren County. She is the
daughter of Andrew Nelson, who, at the time
of marriage, was a merchant in Henderson.
To Dr. and Mrs. McMurtry were born five children: James W.. Franklin H., Susan H., Caroline and Mary.
Franklin H. died at the age of

official

five.

BAER. ELI

F.; Farmer; Henderson Townborn January 11. 18C3. in Henry County,
educated in Westfleld College. Illinois.
His parents who were natives of Franklivi
County. Pennsylvania were; David F. Baer,
born May 11, 1827, and died July 18, 1890, and
Susanna (Rine) Baer, born April 28, 1825; his
grandparents were David and Elizabeth (Flick-

ship;

Illinois;

.

KNOX
Lancaster County, Pennsylvania; his raateiiial grandparents were Michael
Rine, of Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, and
Elizabeth
(Dunkle)
Rine,
of
Hagerstown,
Maryland; his great-grandparents were Michael
Dunkle and Susanna Raider. Mr. Baer was
married to Angle Waters, at Gilson, Illinois.
May 25, 1898. Mr. Baer is a prohibitionist. In
religion, he belongs to the United Brethren in
liuger)

Uaer.

ul

CARViSR.
18.54.

EDWIN;

Fanner and fruitHenderson Township: born June 28,

in F.iyette

County, Indiana.

His father,

Jonathan Carver, was born on the Hudson
river, in New York State, and died at the age
of eighty-two.
His mother, Malinda (Nelson),
was a native of Augusta, Maine. His paternal
grandparents, Elijah and Susan (Longwell)
Carver, were natives of New York State; his
paternal great-grandfather was Tiraotliy Carver.
His maternal grandparents. Jacob and
Mary (Campbell) Nelson, were born in Maine,
as was also his maternal great-grandfather.
Jacob Nelson, whose son, Horatio Nel.son, was
the naval

service during the Revolution.
18, 1857, Mr. Carver was married, in
County, Indiana, to Nancy J. Van
Buskirk, daughter of George
and Rachel
(Helm) Van Buskirk, natives respectively of
Kentuiky and Pennsylvania. Both parents died
in Fayette County. Indiana, the father being
nearly ninety-six years of age. Mr. and Mrs.
Carver have one son. Grant, who was educated
in Galva and Chicago,
and married Helen,
daughter of
S.
H.
Bateraan.
Mr.
Carver
came to Illinois October 18.
1S65.
and settled three miles Northeast of Lafayette.
Stark County, on a farm of two hundred and
forty acres of virgin prairie, which he improved
and subsequently sold. He moved near Lafayette and from there, in 1880, to Galva, where
he engaged in the implement business. After
five years, he returned to the farm, which he
ultivated until 1889, when he moved to Galesburg. He owns sixty-five acres of land near
Henderson, which he converted into a fruit
farm, a charming retreat greatly admired by
Galesburg people. He is a republican.
in

.S51

now owns more than

hundred acres of
good land. Mr. Davison was twice married;
first, to Jane Armstrong in Scotland; his second
marriage was to Isabella Kilgore. He has three
sons: Robert, Harvey C, and Irving. In politics,

he

is

independent.

He was made a Mason
2(j,

four

He has held local offices.
Hiram l.,odge Number

at

and Horeb Chapter Number

DUFFEY,

February
F'ayette

1

DAVISON. .lOSEPH; Farmer; Henderson
Township; born in Northumberland, England.
January 21, 1828; educated in his native land.
His father, Robert Davison, was a shoemaker
and merchant in Northumberland, which is
on the border of Scotland. His mother, Mary
(Charlton), was a native of England, as were
also her parents, Joseph and Mary Charlton.
Mr.
Davison's
paterral
grandfather.
John
Davison, was a North-of-England man; he was
a Mason. His paternal grandmother was Isabella (N9sbit).
In 1853. Mr. Joseph Davison
came to the United States and settled in Henderson, Knox County. Illinois, where he engaged in the shoe business, which he had
learned in England. This he continued until
about 1875, since which time he has devoted all
his attention to farming.
He was frugal and
industrious, and added to the first forty acres
which he bought adjoining Henderson, until he

4.

EDWARD FENWICK;

Henderson Township; born

Christ.
.s;rower;

('Oi;>,'l V

in

Farmer;

Covington, Ken-

tucky, June 21, 1852. His father,
Michael
Duffey, was born in Philadelphia, October 4,
1811; he was a carpenter.
In 1854, he came to
Knox County and settled on Section 34, Hender-

son Township, owning and improving one hundred and sixty acres of land, which at his death
was divided among his five children. His wife,
Catharine V. (McDonough), was born in New
York City, and her parents, Francis and Mar-

McDonough, were natives of
Ireland.
Francis McDonough was a soldier
the War of 1812.
M. T. Duffey's parents, John
and Mary Duffey, wore also natives of Ireland.
Mr. E. F. Duffey moved to Kendall County, Illi-

garet (Prosser)

m

nois, in 1872, and from there to Fayette County,
Iowa, where he farmed.
He was married in
Seaton, to Hattie E., daughter of Richard Maitland Wade, a native of Ulster County, New
York, who came to Knox County in 1855, but
now lives in Nebraska. Mr. and Mrs. Duffey
have five children; Mrs. Bertha M. Cunningham; Kathlyn M., a graduate of Galesburg High
School, class of 1899; Francis A.; M. Blanche;
and Lawrence H.
In Fayette County. Iowa, he
bought eighty acres of land and farmed there
for ten years.
He then moved to Red Willow
County, Nebraska, where he took up a homestead of one hundred and sixty acres from the
government, which he traded for three hundred
and twenty acres of land in Rawlins County,
Kansas.
Ir May, 1895, he returned to the old

homestead in Knox County, where he now reKathlyn M.. his second child, taught
in Nebraska, having ob-

sides.

duiing one school term

when she was sixteen years
Mr. Duffey belongs to the Methodist Episcopal Church. In politics, he is a republican,
nd has held the office of School Director, and
Assessor.
He served as Justice of the Peace,
and held other offices in Nebraska.
tained a certificate

old.

!

HENDERSON. DAVID; Farmer; Henderson
Township; born January 26. 1822. in Fayette
County. Pennsylvania, where he was educated.
His father. Stewart Henderson, was born in
Ireland: his mother Anna (Hunt
Henderson,
in Pennsylvania.
Mr. David Henderson was
married to Sophia Davis Poplett. in Ontario
Township, in June. 1853.
Their children are
Nancy Ann, Mary Jane, Jacob Harvey, Nellie
I

Sophia.

Peter

Davis,

and Thomas.

Harriet

Amanda and David Alexander
In religion. Mr.
is a democrat.

Henderson

is

died in Infancy.
a Protestant.
He

HICKMAN, ALFRED W.; Farmer; Henderson
Township: born February 4. 1867. in" Henderson
Township: educated in Galesburg. His parents
were Jacob Hickman, of Wilmington, Delaware,
and Mary Ann (Chapman) Hickman, of Oneida

Kj^J

852

New

OX COUNTY

His paternal grandfather
was John Hickman, and his grandmother's
maiden name was Junk; they were of Sussex
County, Delaware; his maternal grandparents
were Samuel Chapman of Oneida County, New
York, and Mary Chapman, of Westmoreland,
New York. Mr. Jacob Hickman died July 24,
Mr. A. W. Hickman was married to
1898.
Alice Windom, at Galesburg, Illinois, October,
He is a democrat.
1893.

County,

York.

HODGES, ELLEN; Henderson Township;
born December 10, 1844, in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania; educated in Pennsylvania, and KnoxHer parents, Robert and Nancy
ville, Illinois.
(Mcllhenny) Cobean; her paternal grandparents, James and Elizabetho (Stewart) Cobean.
and her maternal grandparents, Victor and
Nancy (Orr) Mcllhenny, were born in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania; her paternal great-grandfather, William Cobean, was born in Scotland;
and her maternal great-grandparents, George
and Nancy (McClure) Orr, were born in IreMrs. Hodges was married to John
land.
Hodges in Galesburg, Illinois, April 15, 1867.
Bertha, Myron, Nellie,
Their children are:
Charles, and Robert.

JUNK, JAMES ELVIN; Farmer; Henderson
Township, where he was born April 20, 1864;
His parents
educated in the same township.
were Thomas and Maria (Kilgore) Junk, of
Fayette County, Pennsylvania; his paternal
grandparents were James and Eliza (Rankin)
Junk of the same County and State; and his
maternal grandfather was James Kilgore, of
Mr. Junk was married to Carrie
Pennsylvania.
Blanche Hampton in Galesburg, Illinois, December 24, 1891; their children are: Fred HampMr. Junk is
and Dorothy.
Jane,
Geneva
ton,
He is a
a member of the Methodist Church.
(".emocrat.

McMURTRY, HARRIET; Henderson Townwhere she was born, February 12, 1854,
and where she was educated. Her parents were
James McMurtry, born in Hardin County, Kentucky, died, March, 1893. and Eliza (Rice) McMurtry, born in Indiana, died, September 23.
1879; her grandparents were James McMurtry of
North Carolina, and Margaret (Lucas) McMurtry of Kentucky; her maternal grandparents
were Jacob Rice, and Margaret (Edwards) Rice
of Kentucky. In religion, Harriet McMurtry is
ship,

a Universallst.

McMURTRY, WILLIAM; was born in Mercer
He
County, Kentucky, February 20, 1801.
Crawford
to
removed, with his parents,
County, Indiana, where he married Ruth
children:
had
five
Champion, by whom he
Mary E., James C, Nancy, Francis M.
Mrs. McMurtry died Februand Cynthia.
ary 10, 1864. In 1829 he came, with his
family, to Henderson Grove, where he lived un-

He
from dropsy, April 11, 1875.
was a democrat in politics, and was elected to
the legislature in 1836, and again in 1838. In
1844 he was -sent to the State Senate, and in
til

his death,

was made Lieutenant Governor. He was
comparatively uneducated, but his sociability,
his strong, good sense, and his inimitable en1848,

made him one of the most influential mea
day in Illinois politics. In 1862, he was
commissioned Colonel of the One Hundred and
Second Illinois Volunteer Infantry, but ill
ergy

of his

health compelled his resignation in February.
1863.
He was a man of powerful physique and
great vitality, but his rough life in the early
frontier days left him broken down in constitution during the later years of his life.

NELSON, CHARLES HENRY; Farmer; Henderson Township, born in Monson, Hampden
County, Massachusetts, June 2, 1830; educated
in the common schools of Knox County.
His
parents, Andrew and Susan (Hawley) Nelson,
were born in Massachusetts, the former in the
town of Wales, the latter in Amherst. His paternal grandparents were George and Susan
Nelson, the former having been born in Wales.
His maternal grandparents were Philip and
Roxanna Hawley, the former a native of Massachusetts.
The Nelson family was of English
Mr. Nelson was married in Henderdescent.
son, November 8, 1882, to Ruth Cook; they have
two children: Frank A. and John T. Mrs. Nelson is a daughter of James Cook, who came
to Knox County in 1862 and died in 1891; he
was a farmer.
Mr. Nelson came to Knox
County with his father and step-mother, Barbara (Hamilton).
His own mother died in
Pennsylvania, November 9, 1839. For ten years
he was a merchant; he then studied law in Chicago (1362) with George Ford, since which time

he has practiced in Knox County.
He owns
nine hundred and seventy-five acres of land,
in Knox County.
He is a self-made
man, his financial success being entirely due to
his own efforts.
In politics, he is a democrat,
and is a free and independent citizen; he is not
a member of any society.
He was supervisor
for three terms.

"chiefly

OVERSTREET, JOHN LOWREY; Farmer:
Henderson Township; born, November 13, 1859,
Galesburg, where he was educated in the
district school, and at Knox College.
His parents were Milton Lowrey Overstreet of Nicholasville, Jefferson County, Kentucky, and Cathat

erine (Martin) Oveistreet of Connecticut; his
grandparents were Robert S., and Jane (Lowley) Overstreet of Kentucky;
his
maternal
grandparents were Joel and Phoebe Martin of
Connecticut;
his
great-grandparents
were
James Overstreet of England and Susan (Daves)
Overstreet of Kentucky.
He was married to
Nannie A. Brown in Galesburg, Illinois, De-

cember

26,

1882.

Mr. Overstreet

of the Congregational
is a republican.

Church.

PARSONS, FRANKLIN;
25,

Henderson

Township;

is a member
In politics he

Farmer; Sectionborn
January

1826,
in
Agawam,
West
Hampden County, Massachusetts;

9,

Springfield,

educated in
His parents were David
Hastings and Lydia T. (Warren) Parsons of
Massachusetts;
his
paternal
grandparents
were Hosea Parsons, born June 4, 1778, and
Sallie (Upham) Parsons, born October 25, 1778,
the latter at Springfield, Massachusetts.
Mr.
Franklin Parsons first married Sarah BuUard

New York and

Ohio.

KNOX
His secAl Knoxville. Hlinois, March 1, 1848.
ond marriage was with Actus Baxter, in HenHis children are
derson, September 5, 1871.
Leonard U., Edatha E., Frank D., Ellen A.,
,Iohn R., Lincoln E., Sarah L., M. Emma, and
Mr. Parsons is a member of the UniEtfa M.
In politics, he is a repubversalist Church.
"

lican.

PENDERGAST, THOMAS;

Coal

Operator;

Henderson Township; born December 22, 184(i,
County Kilkenny, Ireland. He was married
Rosanna Sharkey, December 28, 1869, at
They have five children: .John.
Galcsburg.
.Mary, James, Katharine and Johanna.
John
Pendergast. the father of Thomas, was born in
Ireland, as was also his mother, whose maiden
name was Catherine Gorman. His paternal
grandfather was Patrick Pendergast; his maternal grandfather was Michael Gorman, and
his maternal grandmother was Mary Cady, all
of whom were natives of Ireland.
In the spring
of 1863 Mr. Pendergast came to Knox County,
Illinois, where his father had located in 18r,5.
He engaged in farming until 1889, when he sunk
a shaft and began to mine coal on his own farm
in Soperville, Illinois.
He is a self-made man.
and his success in life is due solely to his tireless energy and industry.
Tragic circumstances
attended the removal ot his father's family to
-\merica.
Mr. John Pendergast came to New
York in 1848. and one year later, sent for his
Upon landing at Quebec they were
family.
seized with cholera, and before the father could
reach them from New York, the mother, one
daughter and a son had died.
His surviving
daughter was taken to the home in New York,
which the father had provided for his family.
in
to

He

is

a

politics,

member
he

is

of the Catholic Church.
a democrat.

PENNINGTON.

RIGGS;

Mr.

In

Penning-

ton was one of the first
County Commissioners.
He was a keen, shrewd man.
medium size, dark complexion, having piercing eyes, straight black hair, a full forehead,
and a general appearance that gave him the aiiof a thoroughly wide-awake business man.
Not
much can now be learned of him, but he deserves mention herein, for in his day he was
one of the wealthiest and most influential men
in Northern Illinois.
When he left this State
for Texas, in 1837, he carried nearly fifteen
thousand dollars with him.
He was a native
of North Carolina and was the first white settler in McDonough County, Illinois.
He came
to Knox County, in 1828, and returned here
once for a short visit in 1840.
It is said that
he remained in Texas until his death, in 1869.
But perhaps a more trustworthy report is that
he shortly left Texas and went to Mexico, where
he amassed a large fortune.
of

POPLETT, FRANCIS; Farmer; Henderson
Township; born in Sparta Township, May 28,
1851; educated in Knox County.
His father,
John Poplett, was born in Indiana, September
12. 182B. and died March .30, 18.52; his mother.
Sophia (Davis) Poplett, was born in Indiana.
November 2, 1829: his grandfather, Thompson
Poplett, rame frorr. Kentucky: his maternal

UN

C

\
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grandfather, Peter Davis, was born in Kentucky
in December, 1801, and died March 15, 1871; his
maternal grandmother, Harriet (Cannon) Davis, was born in Kentucky March 6, 18ll, and
died November 8, 1891.
John Poplett and Sophia Davis were married November 10, 1848;
a son, Heary Thompson, was born in 1849, and
died June 16, 1850.
Francis Poplett was married to Laura L. Rowe, in Sparta Township July
1872.
Their children are: Nellie Harriet,
3,
born July 10, 1873, died August 11, 1873; Laura
Ella, born January 12, 1875, married to Jacob
M. Findley, January 9, 1896; Mary Alice, born

August 19, 1876, died February 8, 1880, and
Elmer Frank, born April 20, 1884. Laura Lorrania, wife of Francis Poplett, was born February 22, 1849, and died March 31, 1890.
Mr.
Poplett is a Protestant.
In politics, he is a republican, and has held the ofllce of Road Commissioner.

ROBERTSON, HARBIN CRAWFORD; FarmHenderson
Township;
born
in
the
homestead May 5, 1850; educated
His father, Daniel Robertson, was born June 12, 1804,
in Blair,
Perthshire,
Scotland,
and
came to this
country with his father, Alexander Robertson, also a native ot Scotland, when he was
Alexander Robertson setbut six months old.
tled first in New York State, but in 1817, reer;

log

old

in

Knox County.

moved

to

Illinois,

finally

settling

in

Morgan

County, where he died.
Daniel Robertson
moved, in 1822, to Sugar Creek, near Rushville.
and in 1828, to Knox County, where he died
Daniel Robertson's wife, Hopey
April 6, 1890.
.lane (Riddle) was born in Kentucky, February
25, 1812,

and died November

29, 1895.

December

Henderson, Mr. H. C. Robertson was
married to Lida McKee; they have three chilFannie Maud, Maiy Elener and Millard
.•\llen.
Mrs. Robertson is a daughter of Allen
and Harriet (Biggerstaff) McKee, natives of
Athens County, Ohio, and of Scotch-Irish descent.
Her parents moved to Iowa in 1873.
where her father died: her mother is still living.
Mr. Robertson owns the old homestead
and has, altogether, two hundred and one acres
27, 1877, in

dren:

of land, eighty-four acres of which are in section twenty-eight, where he resides, and where
he settled when he was married.
He is the
only one of the family in the township.
From
April. 1871, till September, 1873, he lived in
Kansas and Missouri, where he still owns one
hundred and sixty acres of land. In po....c.3.
he is a democrat.

SHAY,

J.

J.:

Farmer: Henderson Township,

where he was

boi'n November 14, 1859.
His
Michael Shay, and his mother, Mary
Shay, were born in Ireland.
Mr.
Shay's parents came from Ireland to New York
in 1848; in 1850. they moved to Knox County.
Illinois, where they resided until their death.
Mr. Shay was married to Anna Horstman, at
Lexington, Nebraska, March, 1890.
They have
two children: Ray and Earl. Early in life, Mr.
Shay went West and spent fifteen years In

father,

(Fitzgerald)

Western Nebraska and Wyoming, as foreman
for Haters

& Company

of

Cheyenne. Wyoming.

KNOX

854

COUN'I'Y,

the management of twenty-five thousand
In 1895, he returned to Knox
head of cattle.
County, where he has since resided and folIn politics,
lows the occupation of farming.
Mr. Shay is a republican, and is now serving his
He is energetic and
second term as Assessor.
industrious, and much respected by the community in which he lives.

HlLAi\D HEJfRV CLAY.

He had

WILLIAMSON, EDWIN PETER; Farmer;
Henderson Township; born March 13, IS'iU, at
Wataga, Knox County; educated in Business
College at Galesburg, Illinois, and at DavenHis father is William Williamson.
port, Iowa.
Mr. E. P. Williamson was married to Elizabeth
He
L.
Olson, at Wataga. March 22, 1899.
was brought up on the Williamson farm,
near
Wataga. and was a clerk in his
father's store in Moline, Illinois, from 1887 to
1888.
After the death of his brother George,
he managed the mill in Wataga until the Fall
of lSfl.5, when he began to farm on the homeAfter his marriage, Mr. Williamson setstead.
tled near Henderson on a farm of one hundred
and eighty-seven acres, where he is making a
record for industry and thrift.

(iALESBllRU TOWXSHIl'.
,Toseph

Rowe, the

first

took up his

settler,

home

in the southeastern corner of the township in 1832 or 1833.
Soon after came Isaiah
Smelser, and in 1834 Gaddial Scott and Edward
Morse
located
on
Sections
19
and
3,

respectively.

Edward Morse was one

Henderson coiony, but

settled so far

of the

from

neighbors as to be over the Galesburg

away from

the timber.

He

his
line,

built a tall log cabin,

which could be seen for miles over the level
country, and hence was called the "Lighthouse
of the Prairie."

very fertile.
There are six ungraded schools, with one hundred and thirty-six pupils.
The six school
houses are all frame structures worth about
five thousand seven hundred dollars.
This township comprises now the twentyseven sections of Township 11 North, Range
1 East, not included in the limits of the City
of Galesburg.

The

city

was made

enactment

January

3,

1838.

His paternal grandfather was Timothy Clay,
His paternal
in Massachusetts.

who was born

grandmother was Rhoda Lawson, also a native
His maternal great-grandof Massachusetts.
father was Hart Balch, who was born in Boston.
His maternal great-grandmother's maiden name
was Betsey Green. His maternal grandfather
was Joel Balch, a native of New Hampshire,
and his maternal grandmother was Betsey Stevens.
father, came to Knox
L. Clay, the
He bought four hundred and
in 1837.
eighty acres of land in Galesburg Township, a
part of which has always been known as the
His traveling companions
"Clay " homestead.
were Adnah Williams, who founded the "Will-

John
County

iams Nursery" on West Main street, and
Stephen Fields. Both Williams and Fields
bought a tract of land. After making their investments and examining this section of country
thoroughly with a view to future settlement,
In 1840, Mr.
they all returned to Vermont.
Clay moved to Illinois with his family, which
consisted of his wife and four children; Alonzo
C, William L., Warren W. and Hiland H. They
lived in Galesburg, then a small village, nearly
one. year, until a house was built on the land
which he had already purchased. This land was
all prairie, very fertile, and became one of the
Here Mr. Clay
best farms in Knox County.
lived until he died, reared his family, and by his
industry, became a man of wealth and standing.
He was charitable and kind, a good neighbor
He was liberal minded, a
and a fond father.
thorough-going democrat, and was called to fill
several local offices, such as Assessor and Supervisor.

Mr. Clay married into a very superior family,

All the land in the township

lative

Hiland Henry C;ay, son of John L. and Louisa
M. (Balch) Clay, was born in Chester, Vermont,

a separate

is

town by

legis-

in 1867.

The township's population (the city, of course,
being excluded), as shown by the United States
Census reports, has varied as follows:
In 1860,
it was six hundred and sixty-four; in 1870, eight
hundred and seventy-eight; in 1880, seven hundred and forty-eight; in 1890, seven hundred
and eight.
[For additional facts relative to the history
of this township, the reader

is

referred to the

article entitled "City of Galesburg."]

His wife's maiden name was
who was born in Andover, VerDr. William S. Balch, was
a Universalist clergyman, and one of the greatest orators and debaters in the denomination
Mrs. Clay was a strong,
to which he belonged.
She had a versatile mind,
intellectual woman.
was well informed, and always manifested true,
Her neighmotherly instincts in her family.
bors gave her the name of being a kind hearted
woman, ministering to the sick and needy as
require.
to
seemed
circumstances
Major H. H. Clay inherited some of the characteristics and mental qualities of his mother.
He was educated in the common schools, finishing with a short course in Lombard UniverHe is thororghly posted in the events of
sity.
the day, and has been a prominent citizen in
the community in which he has lived ever since
he has arrived at manhood. He was raised on
the farm and farming has been his occupation
His homestead embraces four
through life.
hundred and twenty acres of most excellent land
and he is regarded as one of the best practical
During th"e Civil
farmers of Knox County.
War, he enlisted in the One Hundred and Sec-

intellectually.

Louisa
mont.

1\I.

Balch,

Her brother,

V:^9ft::^

K

i\

( »
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onil Regiment Ulinoi.s Volunteers, and remained
in service until its close.
He participated in
many hard fought battles, such as Reseca,

New

Hope Church, Peachtree Creeli and siege of Atlanta.
On entering the army he was chosen
First Lieutenant of his company, and within
four months thereafter, was commissioned as
Captain. In December, 1S64, he rose to the rank
of Major, and commanded his Regiment until
the close of the war.
As a soldier. Major Clay was a good disciplinarian, prompt and intelligent, and a. ways won
the respect and confidence of his command.
His regiment saw the most active service after

May

1,

1864.

fhey were engaged

in battle in

the siege of Chattanooga and Atlanta
nearly
one hundred days.
They remained in this
vicinity until November 15, when they entered
the great army under General Sherman in that
ever memorable "march to the Sea."
Major
Clay's regiment participated in the Grand

March

in Washington and was mustered out.
6, 1865. disbanding in Chicago.
As a man and citizen. Major Clay has had an
honorable career. He is a man of strict integrity, sound judgment, and has a well stored
mind.
He is not fastidious or squeamish, or
burdened with the conventionalties of life.
Hp
goes straight forward to his labors and duty.
and leaves to others the freedom he himself enjoys.
He is broad in his views, liberal in his
dealings, and charitable toward all.
In politics. Mr. Clay is a consistent and unswerving
All his life 'he has been identified
democrat.
with that party.
He has held several township
oflBces.
In 1877 he was elected Supervisor,
which office he filled most acceptably.
Major Clay was married October 14, 1878, to
Jennie E. Clay, daughter of James and Char-

June

lotte T.

(Orcutt) Clay, residents of Gaysville,

Vermont.

To them were born
John

L.,

Walter

T.,

six children:
Fred C,
Irving H.. Marion and Rob-

erts M.

COO.LIDGE. JAMES H.; Farmer; Galesburg
Township: born August 25, 1838, in Watertown,

common
educated
in
the
Massachusetts;
His parents were John and Mary
schools.
(Bond) Coolidge of Watertown, Massachusetts.
He was married to Ellen F. Brown in New
They have nine
Hampshire, January 1. 1862.
children: Lottie E., who married David Williams, and died in 1895; John, James H., Jr., Arthur E., Nellie, Walter, Josephine, Edgar D. and
Edna L. Mr. Coolidge came to Knox County in
1874, and settled on Main street, west of Galesburg.
He is engaged in general farming, dairying and the breeding of thoroughbred Holstein
cattle.
His ancestors came from England to
Watertown about the year 1700. Mr. Coolidge
is a member of the Baptist Church.
In politics,
he is a republican.
DERBY, FRANCIS THOMAS; Farmer; Galesburg Township; born, July 10, 1822, at Andover,
Vermont; educated in the common
schools of Vermont,
His parents, Nathan B.
and Betsey (Thomas) Derby, and his paternal
grandparents, Nathan and Nancy (Thompson!

(

( >
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Derby, came from Massachusetts; his greatgrandfather, Nathan Derby, was born in England.
Nathin B. Derby moved from Massachusetts to Andover, Windsor County, Vermont, in
1821, and died in 1880. Mr. F. T. Derby was married in New York City, October 7, 1852, to Anna
Frank W..
Thompson, Their children are:

William
is

N.,

Eddie

T.,

Ella and Mary. Mr. Derby

a republican.

FELT, EDWARD A.; Drover and Farmer:
Galesburg Township, where he was born FebHis father, Charles M. Felt,
ruary 20, 1860.
and his granilfather, Peter Felt, came from
was
Massachusetts;
his
great-grandfather
George A. Felt.
Mr. C. M. Felt came to Knox
County in 1842. and located first near Cherry
tJrove.
He had twelve children: Charles M,.
Seth H., Austin V., Albert, Edward A., Harry,
deceased; Mary, Adaline, Clarissa, Elsie, Helen
and Kate. The father died February 21, 1897.
He had been Supervisor of the township for
fourteen years.
Mr. E. A. Felt was married to
Kmma G. Stringham, in Galesburg, February 24.
1881.
He now lives in the homestead where
his father settled in 1858.

He

is

a republican,

and was elected Town Supervisor in 1892. which
office he has held toi the present time.
He has
(Iso been Road Commissioner, Assessor and
School Director.

GARWOOD, JONATHAN C:

Farmer

and

Stock-raiser; Galesburg Township; born in 1826
in Ohio: educated in the common schools of

His parents were William Garwood
Ohio and Mary (Thatcher) Garwood of Ken-

Michigan.
of

tucky.
He was married in Knoxville, Illinois.
October, 1852. to Mary Churchill, daughter of
Lewis and Mary (Churchill) Weeks, who came

was born May IS.
Two children were
born to these parents, Mamie E. and Martha,
who died at the age of six years. In politics.
Mr. Garwood is a republican.
GEORGE, JOHN W.; Farmer: Galesburg
Township; born August 19. 1836, in Ohio, where
His
he was educated in the common schools.
parents were Thomas George of Ohio, and Mary
(Gorsuch) of Maryland; his paternal grandl)arents were Presbyterians from Ireland; his
maternal grandparents were Norman and Kitturah Gorsuch of Maryland.
Mr. George was
married March 9, 1862, in Hancock County, Illinois, to Mary E. Younger, who was a native of
Their children are: Charles C, .John E..
Ohio.
Minnie D., Lulu B.. Mary Blanche and Florence.
In politics he is a republican and has held valious township ofl^ces.
GRIFFITH. MORRIS; Farmer; Galesburg
Township; born Febn.ary 17, 1836, in Fayette
County, Pennsylvania: educated in the common
schools.
He was mairied to Elizabeth HarShe
to Galesburg in 1841.
1832, at Sheldon, New York.

;

mony, at Knoxville, Illinois, December 27, 185i'.
They have six children: Herbert R., William
E., Arthur A., Frank M., Etta 0. (Mrs. George
C.

Hutson,

Jr.)

and Jessie A.

Mr. Griffith wa.s

the son of Able Griffith, who came from Ohio
to Knox County in 1852.
He settled in Cedar
Township and followed for many years the occu-

pation of farming; he died in 1875. leaving five

KK
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t;

John, William,
sons and three daughters:
George, Howard M., Morris, Anna E., Mary E.
In 1859, Mr. Griffith built
and Frances Belle.
a house on a part of a tract of land purchased
by his father in Galesburg Township, where he
still follows his chosen occupation of farming.
In
In religion, Mr. Griffith is a Presbyterian.
politics, he is a republican, and was Highway
Commissioner for seven years, and has held the
office of School Director.

GUM, CHARLES D.; Farmer; Galesburg
Township, where he was born September 12,
1S66, and where he received his education in the
common schools. His father, Jacob D. Gum.
was born in Sangamon County, Illinois; his
mother, Minerva (Montgomery) Gum, was
born in Spencer County, Indiana. His paternal
grandparents, John B. and Casander (Dills)
Gum were natives of Kentucky. Mr. Gum was
married March 18, 1891, to Ellen Eckuaui, in
Knoxville, Illinois. They have three children,
Edwin, Bessie and Grace. Mr. Gum is a repub-

JOHNSON, DANIEL; Galesburg Township:
born in bweden March

23, 1838.

where he was

He has been
educated in the common schools.
three times married; first to Charlotte Wahistrom, who died and left three children, Peter.
Mary and Victor; his second wife was Emma
Johnson, who died and left two children, Jennie and August; his present wife was Clara P..
Mr.
They have one child, Arthur.
Larson.
Johnson is a member of the Lutheran Church,

He came from Sweden

in

1869,

and for some

time worked for the Chicago, Burlington and
Quincy Railroad; he afterwards followed coal
mining for fifteen years. In 1886 he began
farming on Section 35, Galesburg Township,
where he still resides. He is regarded as one of
the substantial farmers of the southeastern part
of the township. In politics, Mr. Johnson is a
republican.

MAIN, C. A.; Farmer; Galesburg Township:
born November 19, 1833, in Otsego County, New
He was married to Harriet Mosher in
York.
New York, March 16, 1880. They have three
Earl

T.,

Harry

E.,

Frances M.

Mr.

his father to Knox County in
1854 and lived in Oneida three years before coming to Galesburg where he worked as brakeman
He was freight conductor
for eighteen months.
Quincy
Burlington and
the
Chicago,
for
and
for
ten
years
Company
Railroad
passenger conductor twelve years. In 1869
he bought the farm on which he now lives and
for a time combined farming with road work.
Mr, Main is a republican and has held several

Main came with

township

TY

j;

Nelson came from Sweden to Galesburg in 1872,
In
and for some time worked by the month.
1880 he began farming for himself, and is now
a thrifty farmer on Section 33, Galesburg Township.
In religion, Mr. Nelson is a Lutheran.

He

a republican.

is

PADEN, JAMES; Farmer and Stockman;
Township; born June 17, 1827, in
Crawford County, Pennsylvania; educated in
His parents were Isaac
the common schools.
Paden of Pennsylvania and Celia (Fish) Paden
Mr. Paden was married to Marof New York.
tha Edgar in Galesburg in 1851. They have one
child, Alonzo F., living in Galesburg Township.
Mr. Paden is a republican and was Supervisor
Galesburg

for several years,

KNOX TOWXSHIF.
By O. L. Campbell.
Knox Township, as described in
States

lican.

children:

OU

offices.

He was Highway Commis

sioner for seventeen years. School Director for
is a member of the Board of
Directors of Knox County Agricultural Society.
He is.an Odd Fellow and a Charter Member ot
the Lodge. In religion. Mr. Main is a Methodist.
NELSON, NELS X.; Farmer; Galesburg
Township: born in Sweden in 1840. where he
was educated. He wag married to Benta Palm,
John
in 1863, in Sweden. Their children are:

twenty years, and

X., David E,.

Frans Joseph and Nels W.

Mr,

North,
piairie

the United

Government Survey, is Number II
Range 2 East. Its surface is a level
and its soil is as fertile as any in the

Excellent natural drainage is afforded
by Court and Haw Creeks, with the numerous
The first named
streams tributary to them.
crosses the township from east to west; the
Origilatter cuts it in the southwest corner.
nally about one-third of Knox was covered with
timber, and although most of the growth has
been cleared away, there is yet a considerable
amount standing along the banks of the water
courses.
The early history of the township
is interesting, but is virtually identical with

county.

that of Knoxville,

which

related in the suc-

is

ceeding pages.
That city, for many years the
county seat, and Randall, are the only towns
Lake George and Highland
of importan:;e.
Park, favorite pleasure resorts for the people
[See Lake

of Galesburg, are within its limits,

George.]

Highland
a

mile

Park

east

of

situated

is

the

city

in

limits

Section
of

18.

Gales-

under private management, which
has arranged the grounds for the accommodation of picnic parties and keeps boats for hire
upon the numerous small lakes with which the
park is dotted, and in the neighborhood of which
aie large brick yards.
A street car line runs
out from the city, and the place is well patronbui-g.

ized

It is

in

summer.

quantities from the

Ice

is

little

cut in considerable

ponds and there are

several large ice houses in the vicinity.
chief industry of the township is farmalthough brick is extensively manufactured
adjacent to Galesburg.
[See Brick
Making.!

The

ing,

in that part

KNOX cor
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RANDALL.

Ki\OXVlLLK.

This village stands on the north halt of Secwas laid out on November 8,
15.
It
1890, by C. B. Randall, and owes its existence to

By O. L. Campbell.
Knoxville is located on the southern quarter
Section
28
North,
East,
of
Range
2
Knox County, and was laid out August

tion

phenomenal growth of the brick making
industry and the completion of the Santa Fe
Chicago.
The population numbers
line
to
the

about eight hundred and is composed chiefly of
employes o£ the brick yards.
In 1892 the railroad company changed the name of its station
East Galesburg. but that of the town remained the same as at first.
Randall supports two churches. Christian and
Methodist Episcopal, a good school and a
weekly newspaper.
The Christian Society was organized January
1. 1894, with eighty-six members, and may be
rightly said to be the result of evangelistic work
done by Rev. .1. M. Morris and Elder .1. G. Rowe.
It is a mission of the Galesburg Church, which
erected an edifice costing twelve hundred dollars in 1893.
The present membership is sixty,
and the Sunday school attendance sixty-five. T,
to

Rowe

1^.

is

Superintendent.

The Methodist Episcopal denomination

or-

church here a few years ago and
house of worship costing three thousand
There are twenty-seven communidollars.
ganized

its

built a

and fifty pupils in the Sunday school.
is no settled pastor.
The East Galesburg Tribune was established
ill
1892. and is issued every Saturday from thf

cants,

There

7, 18;J0,

The town was

by Parnach Owens.

first

Henderson, but in 1833 was given Its
present appellation, both county and town being named in honor of General Knox, of Revo-

called

lutionary fame.
Its location, on the divide between the Mississippi and Illinois rivers, on the
and west, and smaller streams on the north
and south, renders the site a most desirable one
foi- a city of homes: salubrious, healthful and
east

pleasing.

The town's early his-tory is full of interest.
The first settler was Perry Morris, who, in 1829,
located on what is known as the east side of the
present city.
He afterwards sold his farm to
Captain John Charles.
John Montgomery and
Dr. Hansford came soon after.
The last named
was the first physician, and his daughter, Mrs.
Grace Shock, was the first female child born in
Henderson. John Moore Bartlett was the first
boy.
In 1832, John G, Sanburn brought a stock
of goods here.
Down to the time of his death
he was a prominent figure in the town's history.
He was Knoxville's first postmaster and
held many important county and government

politics.

positions, including that of the first Circuit and
County Clerk. He died April 14. 1865. Henry
Runkle came in 1833, his brother Eldred in 1834
and another brother, Cornelius, in 183K. These
brothers have been closely identified with the
development and history of the town from the
date of its organization.
Henry owned the

The Knights of Pythias and Modern Woodof America are well represented in the vilGalesburg Lodge
East
46,
K.
of
P., was organized with forty- five charter membei-s, and has a present membership of forty-six.

and his brother, Eldred, who was associated
with him in mercantile business, died in 1865.
Cornelius Runkle is still an honored and respected resident of this city. Rev. Jacob Gum,

presses of the Galesburg Plaiudealer, by Karl R.

Haggenjos, who is both editor and publisher.
is a seven column folio, and democratic in

It

nun

lage.

l"he first officers

C;

Yard, V.

were

.1.

Stickels, C.

F. Parkins, P.;

.1.

C;

J.

\V.

H. Potter, K. of

Hebard, M. of A.; C. J. Nibel.
M. of F.
Present officers, H. B. Corbin, C. C:
.1. Underwood, V. C:
J. Bushong, P.; J. H. Potter. K. of R. and S. Meets at Robbfns and GrauR.

and

S.;

J.

E.

vil's store.

established

eleven members.
forty-one.

Its

of

August

Modern WoodIG,

1894,

with

present membership

is

Maets in K. of P. Hall.
First offiRowe, V. C; John V. Barmore.

cers:

J.

Clerk.

Present

.lohn F.

a

L.

officers:

Barmore.

v'lerk.

A. P. Melton, V.

C;

He

mill in the settlement.

Baptist

minister,

was

died in 1852.

Knoxville's

first

His son, John B. Gum, came to the
township in 1839. He left a numerous progeny,
who have become influential citizens. Daniel
Fuqua came here in 1834, and for sixty-three
years has been prominent in town and munipreacher.

cipal affairs.

The East Galesburg Camp

men was

first

The family

is

a prolific one,

num-

bering one hundred and thirteen, including ten
children, sixty-eight grandchildren and thirtythree great-grandchildren.
He finds his greatest
!iis

pleasure now In the family reunions of
descendants.
Judge R. L. Hannaman lo-

cated here in 1836.

engaged

in

Although

for a time he

mercantile pur.suits,

it

was as an

was
at-
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For many
torney that he was best known.
years he was the leading lawyer of the county,
and always known as the firm friend of the
poor and distressed. The first sale of lots took
place in 1831. when those upon which the offices of the Republican now stand brought over
three thousand dollars.

From the time of its organization until 1872.
Knoxville was the county seat of Knox County.
The Knoxville of to-day is
[See Court House.]
a model residence town, its citizens being a
community of educated and refined people, with
whom it is a pleasure to reside. It has exceptionally good educational advantages, electric
lights, electric street railway and a splendid
system of waterworks. Here also are situated
the County Fair Grounds and the County AlmsIts people always
[See Almshouse.]
house.
point with especial pride to the city's excellent
private and public schools.

EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS.
First in importance

is St.

Mary's School, or-

ganized as Ewing Female Seminary, in 1859.
This institution was opened on Monday in
Easter week. 1868, and after the destruction of
the building and contents by fire, on .lanuary
4,

was reopened January 31, in St. Ausbuilding.
The new structure

1833,

garius College

was begun

in April, occupied in October, and
The limit of its
twice been enlarged.
(one
hundred pupils) has been reached.
capacity
St. Mary's is an incorporated institution, the
Board of Trustees representing the City of
Knoxville and the three diocesses of the Protestant Episcopal Church in Illinois. The build-

has

ings, grounds, furniture and apparatus are valued at one hundred and fifty thousand dollars.
Of this amount about fifty thousand dollars were
given and bequeathed by the late Hon. James
Knox.
The house is constructed of the best
,

—

—

stone, brick, iron and slate and the
with southern pine.
The
plans are the result of thirty years' experience
in school management and construction, and
for adaptation to both sanitary and educational
purposes are unsurpassed.
St. Mary's Church,

materials

interior is finished

specimen of Gothic arand connected with the school build-

built of stone, is a fine

chitecture,

ing by a cloister of rare beauty.
Among the
contents of the sacred edifice are a fine pipe organ, memorial windows and other gifts.
The provision made in the school for astro-

nomical study is very complete, the apparatus
and equipment having cost more than three

thousand dollars. The Observatory is of brick,
surmounted by a dome sixteen feet in height,
The telescope
with transit room adjoining.
an equatorial refractor, mounted with clock
work, having a six-inch object glass of Alvin
The transit is
Clark and Sons' manufacture.
a very fine instrument, made by Messrs. Fautli
Personal attention is given to
and Company.
every pupil, and religious and semi-parental influences accompany the daily work and discipi.-^

line.
its

It

is

the aim of the school to prepare

pupils for responsible positions in

life,

and

to adorn the family and social circle not only
with intellectual culture, but also with graceful
manners, refined tastes and Christian character.
One special feature of the administration is that
St. Mary's continues under the rectorship and
care of Rev. C. W. Leffingwell, D. D., who
founded the school in 1868. Thirty years of experience, with a record of successful work, coustiiute a strong assurance of safe and wise management for the future. The following are the

and teachers of the institution: t The
Rev. Charles W. Leffingwwell, D. D., Logic and
Psychology, Civics; the Rev. Edward H. Rudd.
D.,
Chaplain, Latin, Greek, Natural
T.
S.
M. A..
Science; Nancy Meneeley Hitchcock,
Emma Pease Howard.
Principal
Emeritus;
Principal, Literature, Rhetoric and German;
Mrs. Leffingwell. Vice Principal; Mrs. E. H.
Rudd, French. Italian, History; Emily Seamaus.
Mathematics and Latin; Charlotte W. Campbell.
English; .lessie M. Leath, Director of the Stuilio; Mrs. Helen Carlton-Marsh, Vocal Music.
Mary Harriet Howell, Biology, Physical Training; William H. Sherwood. Chicago, Visiting
Director of Music; Eleanor Sherwood, Resident
Director of Music; Susan Bertha Humston, Organist, Assistant in Piano and Harmony; William H. Cheesman. Violin and Guitar; Mrs.
Francis H. Sisson, Elocution; Charlotte Cooper.
Preparatory Department; Louise Nicholas, Matron; John F. Somes, Curator.
St. Alban's Academy was founded by Rev.
The property on which
Dr. Leffingwell in 1890.
it stands had
been originally occupied by a
officers

Swedish-American college, which was largely
indebted to Hon. James Knox, who gave thirteen thousand dollars toward the erection ot
the building.
After five years, the embryo coland the property reIn 1894, Di.
verted to the City of Knoxville.
Leffingwell leased the school to Colonel A. H.

lege had ceased to exist,

Noyes,
been a

the

present Superintendent,
of Its original teaching

member

who had
staff,

and
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ably discharged the duties of Superintendent for five years. The main building is a fourstory brick structure, with a mansard roof and
It will accommodate fifty pustone basement.

who

pils,

Evans; Fourth, Lodena McWill-

Nellie

Fifth,

Third, Belle Sanford; Second,
primary grade. Flora
teacher of vocal music, M. B. Parry.

iams;

besides masters, matrons and attendants.

In its enlargement and improvement strict attention has been given to the securing of the
Water supply, drainbest sanitary conditions.
age, ventilation, light and heat are all of the
best, and the appliances therefor are all of the

The recitation, class and
most modern type.
assembly halls and chambers are well lighted,
large and lofty, and admirably arranged for the
In
combination of school and home comforts.
1898, Phelps Hall was erected, the beautiful
frame building for younger boys. Chief among
the institution's many attractions and improvements is the new gymnasium and armory. The
main room of this building is seventy by forty
feet, with a ceiling twenty feet above the floor,
in
Georgia pine, and thoroughly
finished
equipped with modern gymnastic appliances.
In winter it is used as a drill hall and for indoor athletic games, as well as for social enThe chapel, a wooden building
tertainments.
in the Gothic style of architecture, having a
seating capacity of two hundred, stands on the

An addition
grounds near the main building.
has recently been made to the latter, enlarging
the number of recitation rooms and sleeping
apartments.
The academic staff is as follows:
Rev. C. W. Leffingwell, D. D.. Rector and
Founder: Arthur H. Noyes, B. A.. Superintendent; Rev. Francis Mansfield. M. D., M. A..
Chaplain; Charles A. Adams, B. A.. Sciences:
Nelson Willard, B. A., Classics; John Harris,
Booge, Primary Department; .1. Grant Beadle,
Drawing and Architecture. Penmanship; Mrs.
A. H. Noyes. Vocal and Instrumental Music;
Miss S. E. Hayden, Studio Director; Mrs. E. M.
Harrison, Matron; Miss Lutie Booge, Matron
Phelps Hall.
Knoxville has an admirable public school sysThe first was
tem, with two good buildings.
erected in 1876, at an outlay of eighteen thousand, five hundred dollars: the second was finished in 1896, the cost being about seven thou-

sand dollars.

Both tuildings are modern

in

Mary

Parmenter;

A.

Smith,

CHURCHES.
The

religious denomination to form

first

an

organization in Knoxville was the Methodist
Episcopal, which has held regular services since
The Free Methodists have also held
1831.
services in the city for several years, but have
The African Methodist
no house of worship.
Episcopal Church owns a church building and
a parsonage, but the
St.

1S43,

membership

is

small.

John's Episcopal Church was organized in
and erected an edifice, costing two thou-

sand,

hundred

five

building

is

now

dollars,

in

1867.

used as a chapel for

The

St. Alban'.-;

The congregation embraces sonii
Keventy-five communicants, and the Sunday
school membership is about one hundred and
Academy.

twenty-five, including the pupils of the Academy who attend. A handsome chapel is also

connected with St. Mary's Academy, of which
mention has been already made.
The Swedish Lutherans formed a church in
1853, which is still in existence and holds regular services.

The present Presbyterian Church of Knoxwas organized in 1870, by the union of the
"old" and "new" school branches of that de-

ville

nomination, under the pastorate of Rev. D. G.
Rev. W. H. Mason is the present
Bradford.
pastor, and the church is in a flourishing condition.
"old school" Presbyterian house
is now occupied by the Christian Sowhich was organized in 1871 and purchased the building from its former owners.

The former

of worship
ciety,

FRATERNAL ORGANIZATIONS.
Council No. 1. R. and S. M., was organized March 11, 18.52, under a dispensation
Its first officers were:
granted from Kentucky.
T. .T. G. M., William A. Seaton; Deputy T. J.
G. M., G. C. Lanphere; P. C. W., Harmon G.
Reynolds; J. G. C. G., I. M. Wilt; I. G. S., I.
Gulihur: Recorder, J. W. Spaulding; Treasurer,
Illinois

well arranged and have a fine
equipment, including a large and well selected
The corps of teachers embraces only
library.
They are
experienced and capable instructors.

William McMurtry; Stewards, F. Mason and
B. F. Hebard.
Rabboni Chapter, No. 95, R. A. M., was insti-

Principal. W. F. Jones: Assistants,
as follows:
Eighth grade, Emma Mowery; Seventh, Joseph-

James McCracken, H.

construction,

ine

Mcintosh;

Sixth.

Amanda

C.

Ughtner:

tuted October

5,

Its

1856.

P.;

first

oflflcers

were:

Alvah Wheeler, K.;

Adam

Brewer, Scribe.
Pacific Lodge. No.

66,

A. F.

and A. M., was
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organized in 1896, by uniting Pacific Lodge No.
E. T. Eads
400 and Knoxville Lodge No. 66.
was the first W. M., and E. Codding, Secretary.
Knoxville Lodge, No. 126. A. O. U. W., was
Dr. G. S. Chalorganized September 80, 1878.
mers was the first M. W.
Knox Lodge, S. K. of A., was organized in

were, in a sense, irregular, Mr. Knox having
no established bank and being prompted chiefly
by a desire to oblige his friends and neighbors,
.lehial B. Smith started a private bank in 1850,
and seven years later T. J. Hale became his

War

the

1887, and is now in a flourishing condition.
The Knoxville Lodge of the Modern Woodmen

bank

closed.

of

America was organized

in 1888

and

is

now

the largest fraternal organization in the city,
numbering one hundred and thirteen members.

The Royal Neighbors, a branch of this order
which admits women, was organized In 189G,
with J. A. Westfall as its first presiding officer.
Knoxville Home Forum, No. 586, was organized April 18, 1896, and now has a membership
L,

O.

of fifty.

Campbell was the

first

presi-

dent of the organization,
Horatio Lodge, No, 362, K. of P., was organHon. A.
ized in 1892, and has sixty members.
M. Parmenter, the Mayor of the City, is its prosiding

A

oflicer,

Temple

of

Honor was recently

with Dr. L. Becker as presiding

established,

officer.

partner, but before the outbreak of the Civil

business was

a source of great pleasure, besides promoting a
among the members. Hon. H.
M. Sisson is President, and O. L. Campbell, Secfriendly feeling
retary.

The Knox County Agricultural Board was organized in 1856, at Knoxville, and since that
date has only once failed to hold a yearly meeting.
The object of the organization is to promote the educational and other interests of the
farmers of the county. The impetus which has
been imparted to agriculture by this long series
of annual gatherings has proved of the utmo'st
The present officers are:
benefit.
President,
Hon. J. F. Latimer, of Abingdon; Vice President, Hon. H. M. Sisson, of Galesburg; Secretary, O, L, Campbell, of Knoxville.

BANKS.
The

banking facilities of Knoxville were
afforded by James Knox, as early as 1850, if not
before, who received deposits and drew bills of
exchange on New York for the accommodation
of his customers. The transactions, however.
first

the

insight into the principles and usages of banking.
On May 1, 1857, he, in connection with his
brother, Elbert Runkle, opened a private bank,
which they conducted until 1865, in which year
they organized the First National Bank, with a
paid capital of sixty thousand dollars, Cornelius Runkle was President, and John Babbington, Cashier.
The stockholders were James
Knox, G. A. Charles, John Eads, Miles Smith,
X. M. Craig, John Cams, and the Runkle
brothers.
The bank was successful from the
start, doing a large and profitable business; and
when it was finally wound up, in 1865, it had a
surplus of sixty thousand dollars.

Upon the

OTHER ORGANIZATIONS.
The Knox County Old Settlers' Association,
whose composition is indicated by its title,
holds annual meetings at Gilbert's Park, Knoxville, which are very largely attended and ar,e

discontinued and

Knox was sent to Congress, leaving the management of his affairs in the hands
of Cornelius Runkle, who thus gained his first
In 1853, Mr.

closing of the First National, the

Farmers' National Bank came into existence,
with F. G. Sanburn as President, and C. G.
Smith, Cashier. It, too, had a capital of sixty
thousand dollars. This has since been increased
to one hundred and sixty thousand dollars. The
|)resent officers are J. Z. Crane, President, and
The bank's surplus is
H. J. Butt, Cashier.
twelve thousand dolUrs, and its deposits and
loans each about one hundred thousand dollars
A private bank was opened in 1890, by J. M.
N'isley.
Its capital is about thirty thousand dollars, and deposits and loans amount to about
forty thousand dollars.

THE

PRESS.

to be published was the
Knoxville Journal, the first issue of which appeared October 5, 1849. Its proprietors were
John S. Winter and David Collins, and the edi-

The

torial

first

newspaper

management was

able.

It

was neutral

in

as a six column folio the
columns was increased to seven, on
July 9, 1850, and to eight. May 6, 1851. On
January 13, 1852, Mr. Winter retired. Mr. Colpolitics.

number

lins

Starting

of

continued to be the sole proprietor until

March 2, 1855, when he sold out to John Regan.
Under the new control the paper soon became
democratic, and after a few years was discon-

^.

/^.

^^^^^^^^^-^

<A^ .A^Acui/^
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tmued. 'I'h^ pionouiKfd poiiUial attitude of
his former paper induced Mr. Winter to re-enter
the field of journalism, and on October S, 1S5G.
he issued the first number of the Knox Repub
lican, taking strong anti-slavery ground, and
earnestly supporting the principles, policy and
candidates of the republican party, then in its
infancy. The date of the issue gives the Republican the unquestioned right to claim the distinction of being the oldest paper in the county,
in point of continuous publication. The county's

complexion promoted a rapid increase
John Winter and R. M. Winans
were soon talten into partnership, the firm name
becoming John S. Winter and Company. On
.\pril 7, 1858, they disposed of the paper to
Zaccheus Beatty and W. T. Robinson, the first
political

in circulation.

named
tor

of

whom was

of

the

later, for

Republican

many

Register

years, edi-

Gales-

of

Within a few years Mr. Beatty retired, and in 1875 Mr. Robinson sold out to
F. A. Lanstrum.
Shortly afterward the paper
was bought by the present editor, O. L. Campburg.

bell,

who

has very considerably enlarged

its

changing its form from an eight-column
six-column publication of eight, and
sometimes ten, pages. The paper appears every
Wednesday, and has a circulation of about
size,

folio to a

twelve hundred.

It

is

a

family paper,

clean,

well edited, and aggressively republican.

now

It is

and has been
published continuously by its present proprietor
for more than a quarter of a century.
entering

its

forty-third year,

The Knox County News was founded in
December, 189S, by Charles N. May and Fred O.
McFarland. The last named gentleman retired
after
about three months. Messrs. Harry
Campbell and F. Huschinger were then taken
into partnership, but withdrew after about a
month.

MUNICIP.\L GOVRRN.MENT.
The municipal government

of the

City

of

is vested in a Mayor, a Board of six
Aldermen, elected from three wards, with nine
heads of executive departments, which arc

Knoxville

named below.

The present

officers

(1S99) are:

Mayor, A. M. Parmenter: Aldermen, F. E. Buckley. F. W. Emery, D. H. Funk. A. C. Barnhart.
G. T. Parmenter and Jesse Pickrel; City Clerk,
Fred H. Stearns: City Treasurer, II. J. Butt;
City Attorney, E. A. Corbin; City Marshall, T. O.
Stenson: Police Magistrate, James Godfrey;
Street Superintendent,

Herod Pierce; Superin-

tenilcnt of

Waterworks, Fred McGill; Cemetery

Sexton, Seth Crump; City Inspector, E. Codding.

ALANSON

a. CH.VKLES.

Alansou G. Charles is a native of Knox Townand was born February 21, 184U. His
parents were George A. and Dorlinsky (Post)

ship,

Charles, natives of the State of New York,
lieorge A., the father, was a man of great
natural ability. With an unerring judgment
and quick perceptions, his opinions always carried with them the weight of conviction. He
was kind and geneious, and was beloved by all

who knew him.
Alanson G. resembles his father in features
and complexion, and the law of heredity is fully
exemplified in his generous spirit and benevo-

He is a sturdy, thrifty farmer,
is the owner of twelve hundred acres of
beautiful rolling prairie land, in one solid body,
with a commodious dwelling in the midst.
Near by. are three hundred and twenty acres
more, which may serve for tillage or pasture
land, as the husbandman may think best. Mr.
Charles' farm seems to be an ideal one. As one
steps upon it, the first impression is extern,
magnitude. It is beautifully situated, and from
the windows of his homestead, may be seen the
spires and belfry towers of the city of Knoxville.
Plenty seems to have its home here, as
the abundant crops and the fine stock of horses,

lent disposition.

and

and swine attest.
Mr. Charles has been a resident of the county
from the day of his birth. He has no desire for
a better country or a better home. He has lived
in peace and quietude, and has never sought
cattle

position or place. He rather dislikes office, but
has, now and then, accepted it at the urgent
importunities of friends. For fovir terms he wis
elected Supervisor, which office he filled with
great credit. For twelve years he has discharged
the duties of Treasurer of Knox County Agricultural Board, and still holds that office. At

present he is President of Knox County
Farmers' Institute, which was organized in 1894.
As a man, Mr. Charles is well informed and l.^
thoroughly posted in his business relations. He
is reserved, never opinionated, and is able to
give an intelligent statement on all subjects
coming within the scope of his knowledge. He
is a good neighbor, a lover of friends, and is
given to hospitality. In politics, he is a demoHe sees good
crat, but not an extreme partisan.
and evil in all parties; but his honesty forbids
He believes
his screening the acts of evildoers.
that the perpetuity of republican institutions
depends upon men of integrity and ability in
office instead of strictly party men without these
qualifications.

Both he and his wife are members of the
Presbyterian church, and according to the principles therein inculcated, they have lived upright,. Christian lives.
Mr. Charles was united in marriage November
24, 1868, to Lottie Rogers, daughter of Charles
and Eliza (Phillips) Rogers. Charles Rogers
was a native of Connecticut; and his wife. Eliza.
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of England.
They settled in Knox Township in
1844, where Mrs. Charles was born, January 31.

state of

1848.

a healthy location.

Mr. and Mrs. Charles have been blessed with
six children;
George, Albert. Roger, John H.,
Alice,
and Bessie. Albert and Roger are

deceased.

THOMAS LEE UILBEKT.
Thomas Lee Gilbert son of Thomas and
Annis (Dibble) Gilbert, was born in Oneida
County, New York, March 17, 1830. His father
was a farmer, and it was on the farm that the
son received his first lessons in industry and
thrift that have opened to him the pathway of
success.

Thomas Giloert,
father's family to

the father,

went with

Oneida County,

New

his

YorK.

when he was only six years of age. He lived
working on a farm, until he had grown to
manhood. He then went to Ogdensburg, New
York, and engaged in the mercantile business,
until the War of 1812.
He enlisted, and was
wounded when Ogdensburg was taken by the
British.
After the close of the war, he went to
there,

the headwaters of the Mississippi, as a trader
with the Indians. After returning from the
Northwest, he lived in Oneida County, until the
Spring of 1834. He then went West again, in
order to select a location for a permanent home.
He traveled on horseback over the State of Illinois, and studied the merits and demerits of
every portion. He preferred the country between
the Illinois and Mississippi rivers; but the land
was not then in the market and he returned to
New York.
In the Spring of 1835. he was selected as one of
a committee to find a suitable location in IlliThis committee was comnois for a colony.

posed of Thomas Gilbert, Nehemiah West, and
Timothy Jarvis. A letter of instructions, written by the Rev. George W. Gale, was given
them, which Mr. Gilbert carried in his pocket
through the entire trip. The original letter is
preserved in the archives of Knox College, from

which the following interesting items are transcribed;
'First, Health.
This may be i-egarded as a
sine qua non. Under this head, the following
indications are to be specially noticed; 1. The
quality of the water in wells and springs.
'2. The streams, whether rapid, slow or sluggish; whether they rise in swamps or pass
through them, or from springs; the vicinity of
marshes; the face of the country, whether level
or rolling.
"3. Quality of soil,
depth, variety, general
character, whether clay or loam or sand; and if
mixed, what proportions, probably; slope of the
country, and towards what points, and the
degree of slope.
"4. Supply of water, timber, and fuel.
"5. Facilities of intercourse; roads and canals,
where now made or probably to be made at no
distant time; navigable streams."
The sixth article has reference to hydraulic
power, mills, and machinery; the seventh, to
canals and navigable .streams; the eighth, to

population and prospect of increase.
drift of the instructions was to select
The letter is dated May 10,
1835, and is directed to Messrs. Gilbert, West,

The main

and Jarvis.
During this

trip, Mr. Gilbert, the father, entered a half seccion of land in Orange Township,
and also bought an adjoining claim on which
was an unfinished log cabin. He then returned
to New York for his family.
He went to Chicago and tried to sell his horse, saddle, and
bridle for the eighty dollars which he paid. He
could not get that price, but instead, was offered
forty acres of land, which is now the center of
Chicago. The land was refused, and at last, his
outfit was sold for sixty dollars.
He then took
a boat at Chicago around the lakes to Buffalo.
He started West with his family from Rome,
New York, going on the Erie Canal to Buffalo,
then by lake to Cleveland, then by canal to
Portsmouth on the Ohio River, then by the
Ohio, Mississippi, and Illinois rivers to Copperas Creek Landing, and then by team to Knoxville, reaching that place November 25, 1835.
He lived on his farm until 1865, when he sold
out and moved to Knoxville where he died in

1872.

Thomas L. Gilbert has lived a busy life. He
has earned not only a competence, but the respect and good-will of his fellow citizens. His
ambition has been to shun the wrong, and to
demand nothing but what is right. His life is
an example

of good deeds done and is worthy of
imitation. In his business relations, he has ever
been just and honest, and has never claimed
anything but his own. He came into Knox
County when only a child, and here has been
his home ever since.
In youth, he assisted on
the farm, attending school as opportunity presented.
At the date of his marriage, he settled
on a farm in Orange Township, remaining there
until the Spring of 1866.
He then rented his
farm and removed to Knoxville, where he was
engaged in the grocery and live stock business
until 1868.
He next purchased an interest in a
hardware store, which claimed his attention
until 1871.
In 1873, he engaged in the lumber
business, which he continued for nearly twenty
years. At present he is dealing in real estate.
The early educational advantages of Mr. Gilbert were such as are incident to a new country.

To

acquire a thorough business education, he
improved every opportunity presented. He attended school each winter season until the Pall
of 1850, when he entered Knox Academy at
Galesburg. He is a well-informed and cultivated
man, and shows that he has studied the book
of experience with a high purpose and a noble
aim.
In politics, Mr. Gilbert is a republican, having been connected with that party from its
organization. In religion, he is a Presbyterian;
both he and his wife being members of that
church. He was united in wedlock, April 24,
1856, to Harriet T. Hebard. the daughter of
Benjamin and Eliza (Cllsbee) Hebard, natives
of Ohio. They have but one child, a daughter,
Eflle. who resides with them in Knoxville.
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BRAINARO HUG(a>S.

David Brainard Huggins was born in Vermont, August 31, 1824. His father, David Huggins, was a farmer, and his mother's maiden
name was Cynthia Bartless.
His father came from Vermont to Knox
County in 1834, and settled in Knoxville, wliere
At the
he lived until his death in 1851.
arrival
his
in
Knoxville,
only
time of
families
had
preceded
.seven
him and
were located there. In 1836. at the first
celebration at Knoxville, his
father superintended the dinner for the crowd.
He was a kind-hearted and generous man, and
much
in
the
development of the town and
aided
county in which he lived. In his religious
views he was a Congregationalist. and held the
While
office of Deacon for a number of years.
living in Vermont, he was Justice of the Peace
for twenty years, and served in the same capacity for :everal years in Knox County.
D. B. Huggins' boyhood was passed on the
farm. His opportunities for education were limited, but he availed himself of the instruction
afforded in the common school and acquired
therein a good, practical, business education. He
was brought up a farmer and has followed the
occupation of farming and stock-raising all hi.s
lite.
He discontinued the business in 1892 and
Foiirth-of-.July

now

is retired.
Mr. Huggins has shown himself a public
spirited man.
He vi^as largely instrumental in
the establishment of the street car line between

Galesburg and Knoxville. He headed the subhcription list with one thousand dollars, and
raised most of the money required by hard
personal work. Furthermore, he gave bond for
ten thousand dollars, to insure its completion.
The speakers, on the occasion of the openin.g
of the road, made honorable mention of these
facts, and the street car company recognized
these services by placing in the hands of Mr.
Huggins the first spike to be driven, plated with
gold.

Mr. Huggins has shown a disposition to aid in
every good cause. For many years, he has been
greatly interested in the Knox County Fair.
Year after year, the general superintending of
the grounds was intrusted to his care a work
in which he showed great judgment and efficiency.
He made also liberal contributions, as
the needs of the Fair seemed to demand.
Mr. Huggins has not been a great traveler.
He has visited several States, but has never been
abroad. He went to California in 18.5.5, by
water, and was moie than a month on his way.
While there, he took charge of a City Hospital

—

San Jose.
As a man, Mr. Huggins is quiet and unassumand is free from the pride of ostentation.
lived a harmonious life, and has always
been regarded as a good neighbor and a good
citizen.
His kindness of heart and his deeds of
charity are an index of the man. and his habits
of industry and perseverance will ever commend him as a worthy citizen.
In religious faith, Mr. Huggins is a Presbyterian. Both he and his wife became members of
in

ing,

He has
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that church in 18G8, and for more than thirty
years have woi shipped together in that communion. Politically, he is a republican, and has
been a faithful worker in the party ever since
its formation.
He was married, December 20, 1817, to Harmony Doty, daughter of Ebenezer Doty. Her
father was a soldier in the War of 1812, and her
brother, Edward Doty, was one of the "fortyniners."
To Mr. and Mrs. Huggins was born, September
2, 18.52, one son, Frank Doty.

CHARLES WESLKY LEFFIXJWKLL.

I>. 1).

Charles
Wesley
Leffingwell,
Rector
of
Mary's School, Knoxville, is distinguished as
an educator and an organizer. In his connection with the cause of education, he is entitled
to be remembered as a benefactor of the race.
Dr. Leflingwell is a New Englander by birth,
and was born December 5, 1840. He is the son
of Rev. Lyman and Sarah Chapman (Brown)
Leffingwell, natives of Connecticut. His father
was brought up on the farm, and received his
education mainly in the public schools. After
arriving at maturity, he was educated in the
higher branches and was fitted for the ministry
in the Methodist church.
After a successful
ministration tor many years in different parishes, he died in Knoxville, Illinois, in 1880, at
the age of seventy-one.
The first of the family in this country was
Lieutenant Thomas Leffingwell, who was a
leader in the colony which settled in Norwich.
Connecticut, in 163.5. He was very friendly with
Uncas and his Mohegan followers, and once
saved this tribe from their enemies, the
Pequots. Dr. Leffingwell traces his descent
from Lieutenant Leffingwell. His grandfather
was Joseph Leffingwell, who was born in Norwich. Connecticut.
xn his youth. Dr. Leflingwell had the usual
advantages of the New England public schools.
He supplemented this instruction by attending
Temple School at New Haven, where he was
fitted to enter Vale College.
He finally chose
Union College at Schenectady. New York,
instead of Yale, entering the Sophomore class.
He did not graduate here. By too close application to study, he had impaired his health, and.
consequently, was unable to finish his course.
He came to Illinois, whither his parents had
preceded him a short time before. On his arrival, he did not long remain idle, and, although
only seventeen years of age, he engaged in
teaching near Dundee, Kane County. His next
service as a teacher was in the Military Institute at Kirkwood, Missouri, where he remained
one season. He then accompanied Rev. Benjamin Eaton to Galveston. Texas, with whom he
remained several years. Here he taught a select
school, and at the same time, held the office
of Deputy City and County Surveyor.
He remained at Galveston until the commencement of
the Civil War, when he returned to Illinois. He
then matriculated at Knox College with an
advanced standing, and graduated with high
St.

K
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honors iu the class of 1862. His Alma Mater
has since shown her appreciation of his scholarship and ability by conferring upon him, in
1875, the degree of Doctor of Divinity.
After graduation, he became connected with
the Military Institute at Poughkeepsie, New
Dr. C. B. Waring being
Yorli. as Vice-Principal
Principal. During his three years' service here,
ministry
his aspirations for the Episcopal
seemed to shape the destiny of his future lifeImmediately he put himself under the
worlj.

—

instruction of Rev. Dr. Traver, of Poughl<;eepsie,

and afterwards completed his theological course
in
the Seminary at Nashotah, Waukesha
County, Wisconsin. He graduated In 1867, receiving the degree of Bachelor of Divinity. After
ordination by Bishop Whitehouse. he
his
became an assistant to Rev. Dr. Rylance of
St. James' Church, Chicago, which position he
held for four months. He was then elected
Tutor in the Theological Seminary at Nashotah.
His tutorship here was of brief duration.
Before a year had passed, he was called by the
Bishop of Illinois to establish a school for girls
Knoxville. It was opened on Monday of
Easter week, 1868, under the title of St. Mary's
in

School.

This school is under Episcopal supervision,
and the property was given to the diocese under
the condition that a boarding and day school
should be maintained there for a period of five
years.
Under Dr. Leffingwell's management its
growth was marvelous, and within four years,
it had outgrown its accommodations.
A plan
was adopted for the enlargement of the building, and Hon. James Knox came forward with
a generous gift of ten thousand dollars. Others
readily responded. The church gave four thousand, and the Rector advanced the large sum of
twelve thousand five hundred dollars. Soon the
building was completed and furnished with all
the appurtenances which were necessary to

make a successful
On the morning

school.
of January 4. 1883, this structure, which was the pride of Knoxville and the
county, with all its contents, was burned.
A
blackened mass of ruins marked the spot
where
it
once
stood,
a
thing
of

TJSi
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perity and success.

It has no ups and downs,
Is always full and flourishing.
Second only to his Interest in his school is
interest
in
"The
Living
his
Church," a paper of
which he has been editor and proprietor
for more than twenty years. It has won its way
to a leading position in the Episcopal Church
and has a national circulation. In influence, it
is second to none.
Only a small portion of
Dr. Leffingwell's time, however, is spent away
from his duties in St. Mary's. His motive in
conducting this enterprise has not been for
financial profit, but for the work's sake, and the
good influence which might be thus exerted.
Dr. Leffingwell occupies not only a prominent
position as an educator, but also in church
work. From the time of the division of the

but

Diocese of Illinois until the present, he has
been President of the Standing Committee and
Deputy of the General Convention of the Quincy
Bishopric. During the illness of the Bishop, he
nas been twice elected President of the Diocesan
Convention.
As a citizen, Dr. Leffingwell has lived a remarkable life. Starting in the world without
means, he has acquired a competence by his
industry and labor in fields of usefulness. While
pursuing his studies in the theological school,
he supported himself and his family by organizing and teaching a select school. His personal characteristics are of the benevolent order.

He

is is a thorough scholar, and is practical in
and teachings. He is kind in disand agreeable to every one. A trinity
good qualities forms the basis of his character decision, prudence, and discretion in all

his dealings

position
of

—

things.
Dr. Leflingwell was united in wedlock, Junito Elizabeth, daughter of John Francis,
He was formerly of Kent, England, but came to
this country, residing in Chautauqua County.
23, 1862.

New

York.

Dr. and Mrs. Leffingwell have been the parents
of seven children:
Anna and Bertha, who died
in infancy; Alice, deceased after graduation and

marriage;
Gertrude,

Warring,

now

Ernest,

Hortense.

and

living.

JOHN

The

Rector, undaunted, and with
a spirit that did not quail in the presence of misfortune, did not wait for the dying
embers to expire, but secured another bunding,
the Ansgarius College for his school. An annex,
twenty-five by one hundred feet, was built, and
within a month, the school was In session again.
In May, 1883, the work of reconstruction commenced, and in October of the same year,
St. Mary's was completed on a greatly improved
plan and larger scale and, opened for work.
St. Mary's School has a wide reputation, and
is patronized by the best families far and near.
The buildings and grounds are artistically arranged, and an air of neatness and taste pervades all the surroundings. As a home for
young ladies, it has no superior in Knox County.
It has been made what it is by that untiring
worker and educator, Dr. Leffingwell. By his
efforts, he has lifted it to the pinnacle of prosbeauty.
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John Henry Lewis

is

LEWIS.

a living example of a

man. With a well-balanced mind,
he has pursued the path that leads to fortune
to fame.
He has been a prominent citizen

successful

and

of Knox County for many years, residing in the
city of Knoxville.
He is a native of the State
of New York, and was born in Tompkins

County, July 21, 1830.
The ancestry of Mr. Lewis reaches back to
the period when the times and the events
"tried men's souls." The name Lewis will ever
be Illustrious in the annals of American history.
That charter of American liberty, the Declaration
of
Independence, was signed by
Francis
Lewis,
from whom John H. is
Francis Lewis was a native of Landaff, in the
of Glamorgan. South Wales.
He was
born in March. 1713. His father was a clergy-

shire

c2^J^.

l^M^-
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KXOX CULNTY.
mothei' was the daughter of a
cleigymau, the Rev. Dr. Pettingal, who had
charge of a parish in North Wales. Francis
was an only child and was left an orphan when
only five years old. He was left to the care of
a maternal aunt, was sent to the Westminster
School in London, where he soon became a
thorough classical scholar. In the Spring of
1735, when he was only twenty-one years of

man, aud

his

came to New York with merchandise
which he had purchased with his small forHis partner was Edward Annesly.

age, he

tune.

Francis took a portion of the goods to Philawhere he remained two years. He
then returned to New York and married Elizabeth Annesly, the sister of his partner. When
the Continental Congress met in Philadelphia,
he was unanimously elected a member of that
body, April 22, 1775, and continued to hold the
office until 1779.
He was an uncompromising
advocate of liberty, and was one of the first
to declare that the colonies could not live under
dominion
Great
of
Britain.
For the cause
the
of freedom and the inalienable rights of the
colonies, he spent his fortune and died poor at
the advanced age of ninety, in 1S03.
Henry Lewis, the father of John, was a native of New Jersey, and was born in Sussex
County, October 6, 1796. His kinsman. General
Morgan Lewis, whose wife was of the noted
Livingston family, was once its Governor. The
wife of Henry Lewis was Permelia M. Shaver,
a native of the State of New York. They were
married July 8, 1S26, and removed to Illinois
in the Fall of 1S36, with their two sons, George
W. and John H. The day of railroads and steam
had not yet dawned, and they were compelled
to make their trip in a two-horse wagon, loaded
with the implements that would be of service
delphia,

in their

new

settlement.

At length,

after fifty-

one days of extreme weariness and toil, they
reached their journey's end, October 15, 1S36.
They settled in Ellisville, Fulton County, where
were only a few deserted wigwams. Mr. Lewis
erected the first frame house in that town, and
it was here that the hopes and plans of this
little family were blasted by his death, September 25, 1837, within a year of his arrival.
At this bereavement, the mother did not sink
down in despair, but looked beyond the lowering clouds and saw a glimmering ray of hope.
In a lone wilderness, without friends or home,
she battled nobly to sustain herself and her
children, until they should reach a period when
they would be self-supporting. George, the eldest son, left his home, while yet young, and
traveled in the Eastern States and in Mexico,
and at last settled in southern California, where
he died. John H. remained with his mother,
until he was eleven years of age. attending
school a few months each year, and earning
his own subsistence by working on the farm.

—

Then for a period of six years, a contract for
his services was made with a South Carolinian
family, under the following stipulations: good
clothing, three months' schooling each year, a
horse, saddle and bridle, at the close of his apprenticeship.
These conditions were almost

wholly neglected. For the first five years, young
Lewis had had but forty-one days of schooling;
was poorly clad, was treated as a menial, and
at meals was not allowed to sit at the same
table with the family. His mother, learning of
the situation, succeeded in removing him at
once. He was placed for the winter in the family of William Kent, who lived near Yates City.
In the spring, he was employed near by on the
farm of James Kent, at seven dollars a month.
In 1847 he came to Knoxville, doing chores
for his board in the family of Judge R. L. Hannaman. Here he remained for two years, enjoying, at the proper season, the advantages of
the common school. In 1849, he was employed
in the store of G. M. Ewing, of Knoxville, at a
salary of fifty dollars a year and board. The
second year, his salary was raised to seventyThe third year, he was offered one
five dollars.
hundred and fifty dollars, but the offer was declined, that he might obtain a broader and more
liberal education, and thus fit himself for the
higher duties of citizenship. He was next engaged in the store of Alexander Ewing, of
Knoxville, and by his trustworthiness and fidelity, he soon gained the confidence of his employer. Mr. Ewing entrusted him with a small
bill of goods to sell on the road on commission.
Young Lewis had neither horse nor
wagon, nor money to purchase an outfit, his
only capital being less than twenty-two dollars.
Of this amount twenty dollars was paid
towards a horse and harness, purchased at forty
dollars, and a sixty-day note for sixty dollars
was given for a wagon. Thus equipped, Mr.
Lewis started out on his new venture, and so

—

was he, that the amount of his
was sufficient to pay off his note before
maturity. In 1852, he took a clerkship in the
store of Mr. Chesney, of Abingdon, where he
remained until his employer sold out in 1857.
Previous to this time. Mr. Lewis had been
employed in the law office of Hannaman and
Hale, making out abstracts of county records.
It was there that he acquired a liking and a
taste for law, and in 1857, having access to the
library of a prominent lawyer at Abingdon, Mr.
A. J. King, he availed himself of the privilege
of reading law, and soon was qualified for practice.
He was licensed by the Supreme Court,
January 10, 1870, to practice law in all the
courts of the State.
In politics, Mr. Lewis is a thorough-going r^publlcan. As a member of that party, be has
held many public offices, which he has always
filled with marked ability.
In his early years
he was an abolitionist, sympathizing greatly
with the colored race in their enslaved condition.
He became a member of the republican
party at its organization and voted for John
C. Fremont, its first nominee for President.
In the exciting campaign of 1860. when Lincoln
was elected President, Mr. Lewis was elected
to the office of Clerk of the Circuit Court of
Knox County, holding the office for four years.
He then took a vacation for several months,
visiting friends in the Union Army.
All this
time, his interest in politics was unabated, and
successful
profits

KNOX
he kept himself thoroughly posted on all naIn 1868, he again entered the
tional nffairs.
Clerk's office, as deputy, holding that position
In 1874, he was appointed one
for six years.
of the Trustees of the Institution for the Education of the Blind. He resigned this office when
he was elected a member of the State Legislature.

Mr. Lewis' record in the State Legislature is
highly commendable, and for his judicious acts
and votes there, he has received the enconiums
of his fellow citizens generally. One act of his,
while member of the Legislature, is deserving
especial lotice. Having examined carefully into
the penal institutions of the State, and believing that their management was not for the good
of the criminal and the best interests of the
State, he framed and introduced a preamble and
resolution which was read for information, but
being objected to by a single member was not
allowed to be considered. It was published in
the papers throughout the State and highly
commended. Mr. Lewis argued that prisons. In

a measure, should be reformatory; that criminals as criminals have rights which the State
is bound to respect; that those bound by the
ties of consanguinity and love should have
their
labor.
of
fruit
of
the
portion
a

The resolution excited a great deal of
comment and interest, far and near, and was
first introduced in this State on
that subject.
In 1S80, Mr. Lewis was elected to Congress
by the republicans of the Ninth Congressional
District of Illinois, over his democratic opponent, John S. Lee. In 1882, he was renominated,
but defeated on account of his vote on the

probably the

river and harbor bill.
Mr. Lewis is a living proof that a man

is

the

Poverty in his
architect of his own fortune.
youth had no power to control his ambition or
smother his aspirations. In the distance, he
saw the fertile fields of promise, and through
the open gateway, he was determined to enter.
By his determined resolution, he hewed his way
through the wilderness of doubt and uncertainty, and won for himself riches and honor.
As a citizen, he is noted for his affability and
urbanity of manners; for his kindness and
sympathy to the unfortunate and his charity
He is bound by no creed,
towards all.
is
a member of no church, but believes
He belongs to the
in the gospel of good deeds.
Masonic Order, having joined when quite
young.
Mr. Lewis was married, December, 1857, to
She was the daughter
Elizabeth S. Russell.
of R. H. and Elizabeth Russell, of Abingdon,
Illinois, who came to this State in the Fall of
1837.
They were Virginians by birth and left
their native State on account of their hatred
of the institution of slavery. To Mr. and Mrs.
Lewis were born six children, four sons and two
daughters, two of whom are now living:
Ira
born August 14.
1865,
now married
J.,
Knoxville; and John, born
and living
August 30, 1874, now practicing law in
Galesburg.
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JOHX M. NISLEY.
John M. Nisley is of German descent and was
born in Franklin County, Pennsylvania, November 26, 1840. His father was Joseph Nisley, who
was born in the same county. His mother was
Mary (Schwartz) Nisley, a native also of Pennsylvania.
Joseph Nisley, the father, had the misfortune
or good fortune of not inheriting riches. He
was bereft of parents when only about six years
of age,

and was

left

almost alone to battle with

the storms and vicissitudes of life. For a term
was bound out to a cabinet-maker,

of years, he

which occupation he followed until he came
to Knox County in the Spring of 1843. He seton a farm near the city of Knoxville,
where he became a successful farmer, and
where he lived the remainder of his days. He
died January 2, 1861.
Mary Nisley, the mother, was a kind, neighborly woman and performed the duties of the
household in a wise and acceptable manner.
She was the daughter of Daniel and Catharine
Schwartz, both of whom were natives of Penntled

sylvania.

John M. Nisley was brought up on a farm
and had some of the experiences and struggles
He relinof the pioneer farmer of Illinois.
quished this pursuit in 1873 and took up his
residence in Knoxville. He received his education in the country schools and at Knoxville.
He never had the advantages that the college
affords; but in the public schools, he received
such instruction as would thoroughly fit him
for the duties and practical business of life. In
education and in every sphere of life, "not how
much, but how well," has been the ruling characteristic of his mind.
From the business of a successful farmer, Mr.
Nisley passed to that of a banker. In 1890, he
started a private bank in Knoxville, which he

has since conducted. This bank has always
been regarded as a popular financial institution.
As a man and citizen, Mr. Nisley has disclosed
traits of character that have made him popular.
He is mild in disposition, agreeable in manner,
and has an air of sincerity and honesty that
draws around him many friends. He possesses
sound discretion, is endowed with a good judg-

ment, and never gets entangled or meddles with
the affairs of others. He has a cool, reflecting
mind, and always reaches his conclusions after

mature deliberation. He is kind and charitable,
and believes in helping those who will make
an effort to help themselves. He is a republican in politics, but not an offensive partisan.
He is liberal-minded in his religious views, and
believes that the science of true living Is above
creed and doctrine.
Mr. Nisley was married in Newton, Kansas,
to Kate C. Runkle, December 19, 1889. She is
a niece of Cornelius Runkle, of Knoxville.
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Orange Lowell Campbell is a native ot Knox
County and v.'as born in Knoxville, March
T, 1852.
His father was Elisha Campbell and
was born in Giillipolis, Ohio. His mother was
Mary Amelia Iciwell, a native of Maryland.

As the niune indicatis, Mr. Campbell's ancestors are of Scotch descent. His great-grandfather, John Campbell, was born in Scotland,
and was a cousin of 'I'honuis Campbell, the
poet.
His grandfather was also called .John
Campbell and \vas a man of broad culture and
an accomplished gentleman.
He was a physician and poet, and during the struggle for
independence, became an officer in the Revolution.
He was a native of N'irginia.
Mr. Campbell
father was both a teacher
and mechanic. As a sergeant, he entered his
country's service in the War of the Rebellion
t^

and was wounded in a skirmish at Fort Donelson. He was so injured as to induce a spinal
disease; but by exercising the greatest care,
his life was prolonged for fifteen years.
At the
early age of sixteen, he left his Ohio home,
coming first to Bloomington, Illinois, then to
St, Louis, then to Peoria, and finally to Knoxville.
He resided in Knoxville for twentyfive years, and then removed to Council Bluffs,
Iowa, where he died,
Mr. O. L. Cympbell obtained his education
in the public schools of Knoxville.
After receiving the customary training in the primary grammar schools. h;> entered the high
school, from which he graduated in 1868.
In
The circumhis studies he was proficient.
stances and conditions of his boyhood opened
view
practical
of
life.
When
but
up to him a
a lad. the bent of his mind was turned towards the printers' art. Early he entered the
printing office of the Knox County Republican under the editorship and management of
Z. Beatty, and served there as an apprentice
almost continuously until February 23. 1876,
when he became editor and proprietor. For
nearly a quarter of a century, the Knox

County Republican has made its weekly visit
in many homes and has ever been regarded as
an interesting and reliable publication.
Mr. Campbell is certainly a public spirited
man. Self-interest, the main spring of action,
has not been the all-absorbing passion of his
life.
The many and various offices that he has
held in different organizations attest the fact
that he has been a worker for the public good.
He was elected City Clerk of Knoxville for
eight different terms and served as Town Clerk
In town and county he has
for twenty years.
been the Secretary of twenty-two organizations.
He was a member of the Knox County
Agricultural Board for nineteen years, serving
For
as Secretary during the entire period.
seventeen years, he has served with credit as
In
Secretary of the Old Settlers' Association.
1S92. he was one of the originators and organizers of the Farmers' Institute, and has held
the office of Secretary during the eight years
He is also one of the organof its existence.
izers of the Knoxville Public Library; was a

(

r
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member

for eight years of the

Board of Edu-

is a member of the Fraternal Lite Insurance Organization, called "The Miner ot
Honor"; was charter member of the Home
Forum. Sons of Veterans, and Modern Woodmen of America. It is but truth to say. that
Mr. Campbell has performed the functions of

cation;

these

various

offices

acceptablv

and

credit-

ably.

Mr.

Campbell's great experience, well informed mind, and readiness to assist in public
enterprises, have made him a very useful
member of society. He attracts by his personal
bearing, gentility ot manners, and frankness

He is liberal, kind, and charitable,
and the golden rule of right doing and right
living is his unerring guide. He is frank, open
hearted, consistent, and manifests in his daily
life honesty of purpose and
integrity of acof spirit.

tion.
In religious belief, he is a Presbyterian.
In
political
faith,
he is a conscientious,
straightforward republican.
Under President
Harrison's administration, he was appointed
Postmaster at Knoxville, holding the office for
fcur years.
He is now Chairman of the Republican Congressional Committee of the Tenth
Congressional District.
Mr. Campljoll was married in Knoxville. June
19.

1873.

to

Augusta Stowe

Bull.

Three

chil-

dren have been born to them:
Sterling H..
Secretary of the National Railway Specialty

Company, Chicago; Charlotte W., teacher

of

English in St. Mary's School. Knoxville; and
Mary, who was born October 9. 1893,

.r<m\ COOKE.
.lolm Cooke is a native of Pennsylvania, and
was born in P^iyette County. December 11, 1834.
His father -vas Thomas Cooke, who was born
in the same county. April 3. 1813.
He is still
living very near the place of his birth, at the
His occupation, at
was that of a miller; afterwards, a farmer.

advanced age of eighty-six.
first,

He was a sturdy yoeman and earned a competence for himself and family by almost unremitting toil.
In 1848, he made an extensive
trip through the Mississippi valley when the
means of conveyance and places of entertainment were very unlike those of the present day.
He passed down the Ohio River, up the Mississippi to Burlington, thence to Mt. Pleasant.
Iowa, thence e::.stward to Macomb, Canton, Peand finally to his Pennsylvania home,
where he has lived in retirement these many
oria,

years.

His mother was Eliza Frazer,

who was born

in Franklin Township, Pennsylvania, June 2,
1812.
She was the daughter of Luke and Eliz-

abeth Frazer, and was a most estimable woman.
She died in Knox County. Illinois, at the early
age of sixty-four.
The ancestry of this branch of the Cooke
family in this country is not tar to trace.

Some

them
were
among the early
of
Pennsylvania.
and
belonged
Quake.- fraternity.
One somewhat
peculiar
and
distinguishing
characteristic
ran along the succeeding generations of this

settlers
to
the

of

KNOX
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They had
is worthy of mention.
a "passion" for two Biblical names— Thomas
and John. Away back in early times, the family is represented by Thomas Cooke— a substanThen comes a John Cooke, who
tial Quaker.
is followed by a Thomas, then by a John, and
so on, even down to the latest generation.
John Cooke, the subject of this sketch, had
no special advantages for an education beyond
He
the common schools of his native town.
made a good use of his time and became well
versed in the practical branches then taught.
His school days were intermingled with hopie
duties and labors in a mill and on a farm.
After arriving to manhood, he pursued a similar occupatiDn, until he came to Illinois in
1868.
He first engaged in farming near Kuoxville, which occupation he followed for twentyfour years. In 1892, the Board of Supervisors
of Knox County elected him Superintendent of
the Almshouse, which position he still holds.

family, which

The wisdom of this selection is shown in the
air of neatness and general good management
that seem to pervade every department.
As a citizen, Mr. Cooke needs no encomium.
By his own exertions, he has earned his way
without assistance from either
friends or relatives. It is by attending strictly
to the duties and obligations of life that he has
acciuired a competence and a name for honesty
in

and

U N T Y.
gaged
ness.

and confectionery busiIn the pursuit of this occupation he has
in the restaurant

met with pronounced and gratifying success.
Mr. McClure was married at Fort Worth,
Texas, April 21, 1881, to Edith Adelia Chapin,
a daughter of Burrell N. and C. Jane (Culver)
Chapin. They have one daughter, Edith Maurie.
Mrs. McClure comes of distinguished Mayflower and Revolutionary ancestry, many of
whom rendered conspicuous service to their
country.
Her grandparents were Moses Bascomb and Irenia (de MaranviUe) Chapin, the
former a lineal descendant of William White,
the eleventh signer of the Mayflower compact
of 1620.
Mrs. McClure was educated at Knox
College, Galesburg.
Mr. McClure is a man of quiet, unassumiug

manner, whose good judgment and

ville.

HARVKU MONTGOMERY.

the world

integrity.

He

is

considerate in action and

has no disposition to antagonize those with
he comes in contact. He is not forward
in opinion, but always has a reserved force in
his judgments.
In religion, he belongs to the
Christian Church, having joined in Fayette
City, Pennsylvania, in 1875.
In politics, he is
a republican.
He is a member of Pacific Lodge, No. 66,

whom

A. F. and A. M., and of the A. 0. U. W. of
Knoxville, No. 126.
Mr. Cooke was married in Fayette County,

Pennsylvania, October
Torrey.

JOHN

D.

2,

1856,

to

Martha M.

McCLURE.

John D. McClure is a native of Lawrence
County, Illinois, where he was born August 13,
1854.
His grandparents were John A. and
Louisa (Hadden) McClure, the former born in
Kentucky.
His father, Thornton Scott McClure, is a Presbyterian minister at Oaktown,
Indiana, and was born in that State.
His
mother, Lucinda (Ennons) McClure, was born
in Lawrence County, Illinois.
John D. McClure was educated in the com-

mon schools, and at Howe's Academy, Mt.
Pleasant, Iowa.
Upon attaining his majority,
he went to Fort Worth, Texas, where for several years he engaged in the grocery and general
merchandise business.
Owing to illhealth, he disposed of his interests in Texas,
and in 1890, moved to Knoxville, Illinois. For
some months he was not actively interested in
business, but in 1892, having regained his
health, he bought property on the square, opposite the Court House in Knoxville, where he en'

reliability

are thoroughly appreciated by his friends and
business associates.
In politics, he adheres strictly to republican
principles, but has never sought official recognition.
In the Spring of 1S99, he was elected
a member of the Board of Education of Knox-

Harvey Montgomery is a thrifty farmer, and
was born in Knox Township, on the place
where he now lives, January 14, 1834.
John Montgomery was his father, whose occupation was that of a farmer.
He was a
native of Kentucky and was born in Nelson
County, October 27, 1801.
When he was ten
years of age,

his

parents sought a

home

in

Indiana and lived in that State until they
removed to Henderson, Illinois. They arrived
in Henderson on May 10, 1830, living there and
engaging in farming for a period of eighteen
months. They then removed to the farm in
Knox Township, where Harvey Montgomery

now

lives.

Harvey's mother was a Kentuckian by birth
and was born in Barren County. This county
takes its name from Little Barren River, which
drains this section of country. The origin of
the name is traceable to sparsely wooded tracts,
called in the West, "Barrens."
His parents were married in 1825, and there
were born to them seven children: three boys
and four girls, three of whom are still living.
The following is the order of their births: Robert.
Rebecca. Minerva Jane. Eliza, Harvey,
Sarah S., and John W. One of the daughters
became the wife of Jacob D. Gum, a familiar
name in Knox County, and another is the wife
of C. N. Butt, who lives near Knoxville.
Harvey Montgomery's grandfather, Robert

—

Montgomery, was a Pennsylvanian. and was
born in MifHin County, which took its name
from Governor Mifllin. His grandmother was
Rebecca Brown, a native of Pennsylvania. Harvey's great-grandfather was killed in an Indian
engagement on Pickaway Plains in the eastern
part of Ohio, when the State was but a wilderness, inhabited by tribes of wandering and
ferocious Indians. The name Pickaway comes

K X U

-X.

from the misspelling of "Piqua. the name of
an Indian tribe, inhabiting this region.
Harvey Montgomery, during his school age,
had no easy task to perform. He had to labor
almost incessantly on the farm while attending school. It was a true example of pursuing
"knowledge under difficulties." Making use of
what time was spared him, he attended the
district school at what is known as the "Hague
Schoolhouse," and acquired there the rudiments
"

of his education.

When his meager school-days were ended, he
continued the avocation of farming, which he
had pursued, more or less, during his boyhood.
And during these many years of his life,
his business has been
farming and stockraising.
His aim is to cultivate the best of
stock, which he regards as more profitable than
keeping an inferior sort. His horses, his shorthorns, and his sheep have been considered
among the best, and he has been reckoned
among our most thrifty and reliable farmers.
His home farm is well situated and covers an
area of eight hundred acres the larger portion
of which is tillable land, the smaller portion is
covered with native forests.
His homestead
does not comprise all of his real estate. A
short distance south of the city of Galesburg,
he owns a farm of one hundred and sixty acres;
he owns another farm of eighty acres; and still
another of eighty acres more. His landed possessions, in all. comprise eleven hundred and
twenty acres. The land is rich and valuable.
Mr. Montgomery has no particular love for
office.
He seeks to do his duty as a citizen,
and leaves to others the trials, troubles, bickerings, honors, and emoluments of office-seeking

—

and

office-holding.

twenty-five years,

the

Knox

served for

For the long period of
he has been a member of

County Agricultural Board, and
a term or two as an Assistant Super-

He is a member of the Old Settlers'
Association, whose meetings he never fails to
He wears a gold medal presented by
visor.

attend.

them, on which

is

the following inscription:

HARVEY MONTGOMERY,
1834-1S98.

Oldest Person Born in

Knox County.

COUNTY.
Mr.

866c

Montgomery has no church

alfiliations,

but believes it to be a religious duty to live
an upright and moral life. He has no sympathy with cant or fustian, whether practiced
by Christian or Infidel, He has lived a plain,
unaffected life, and is regarded by the community as an estimable and worthy citizen. He
is guided by moral principle, kind and affectionate, and he bestows his charities where his
sound discretion and judgment dictate. Politically, he has always been a stanch democrat,
with unswerving faith in Jeffersonian princi-

He is not radical, and is ever willing to
views of his opponents.
Mr. Montgomery was married in Henderson

ples.

listen to the

Township, November 15, 18C4, to Louisa Maxwell.
She was born in Henderson Township.
February 28, 1812, and was the da\ighter of
Harvey and Sarah Maxwell. l|pr father came
to Knox County, in 1S2M. and located near
Henderson Grove.
To Mr. and Mrs. Montgomery were born
three children:
Sarah J., born November 18,
1865; John, born December 2, 1806; and Henry,
born November 22. 1870.
Sarah J. married ,Iohn G. Hayes, and has one
Harry M. They live in Galesburg Township. .John married Grace Dunlap, and to them
lias been born one child, Marie.
They live in
child,

Knox Township.
ers.

They

ha^*^

Harry married Mary Bowchild. .Jennie, and live in

one

Knox Township.

ALLKN .MOOKK I'AKMKNTKI,'.
Allen Moore Parmenter is a native of KnoxIllinois, and was born December 21, 1846.
He is the son of Theophilus Talcott and Rox-

ville,

anna (Warren) Parmenter, who were an industrious couple, and scrupulous in the moral
training of their children.
His father was an
exemplary man, honest and upright in all his
dealings. He was born near Greenfield, Franklin County, Massachusetts, in 1809.
His mother
died when he was only seven years old, leaving
a family of three boys, of which he was the oldest.
He was bound for a term of years to his
uncle,

who

resided near Hartford, Connecticut,

He was married
Massachusetts, where for a short
time he made his home. He then moved to
Albion. Erie County, Pennsylvania, and, after
remaining there a few years, started for Knoxville. Illinois.
His conveyance was the usual
to learn the tanner's trade.
in Pepperell,

—

KKOX COUNTY.
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emigrant wagon, drawn by a span of horses,
which he drove the entire distance, reaching
Knoxville in 1&37. His business was that of a
Here he lived the
boot and shoe merchant.
remainder of his days, and died. March 20.
1897, in his eighty-seventh year.

Mr. Parmenter's mother was a native of Mas-

born in Pepperell. June 17, 1810.
She was a spirited woman, domestic in her
family relations, and was proud of her ancestry. One of her ancestors, John Farrer, was
She
one of the Pilgrims of the Mayflower.

sachusetts,

being
-lD the office of Mayor, his last election
without a dissenting vote. His second term of
office is not yet completed and he is still working for the general good of his native city. He
was instrumental in establishing St. Albans
a school whicli is looked upon by every Knoxvillian with pleasure and pride. The street-car
line between Galesburg and Knoxville received
his hearty

commendation and support.

Mr. Parmenter has confined his travels to the
Lnited States and Canada. He has journeyed

eastward several times, over different routes,
and has learned much of the physical features
and development of the Eastern States and the
States of the Mississippi Valley. He was once
a member of the Methodist Church and for
seven years was Superintendent of the Sabbath
School.
At present he is connected with the
Presbyterians, having joined that organization
about fifteen years ago. Politically, he is an
unswerving republican and a firm adherent of
his party's principles and policies.
Mr. Parmenter is connected with the followKnoxville Lodge, No. 66, Royal
ing societies:
practical business of life. He first learned the
tinner's trade of Thomas C. Moore, who was
Arch Masons; Illinois Council, No. 1. serving
appointed Assessor, of what was then the Fifth
as its present Secretary: Raboni Chapter. No.
He
District of Illinois, by President Lincoln.
95: the Order of Redmen: A. 0. U. W.; Select
Knights of America, being the present Chancelnext went to BC'Ston and was employed for five
lor Commander of the same; member of the
months by the Eastern Railroad Company. He
then was engaged by the Boston Stamping and
Knights of Pythias; Venerable Council of ModManufacturing Company, where 'he worked for
ern Woodmen of America; member of Miner
three years.
He next served for a period of
of Honor.
He disthree years, at Troy, New York, as a tinner for
Mr. Parmenter is a working man.
Tibbits and Butler
charges his public and private duties with zeal
While here he was engaged by J. B. Wilkerand discretion. He is known for his honesty
son to build perfect working models of the
of purpose, his uprightness in action, and for
different makes of cook stoves, manufactured
his adherence to principle. He is not fastidious
in Troy and Alljany, some of the models costbut frank and open-hearted. He is entertaining
ing thirty dollars each.
He then returned to in conversation and his apparent brusqueness
Knoxville, the home of his childhood. He first
of manner is more pleasing than otherwise.
engaged in the boot and shoe business with his
Mr. Parmenter was married in Knoxville,
father and continued therein until 1874. Then
Illinois, December 25, 1872, to Catharine Elizahe launched into the hardware business, conbeth Rosenberg, a daughter of Henry Rosennecting therewith the sale of carriages and
berg, a native of Pennsylvania and a practicing
farm implements, which is his present occupaphysician at Knoxville for many years.
tion.
His first bill of hardware amounted to
Mr. and Mrs. Parmenter have had four chileight dollars and fifty cents, for which R. A.
dren: Willie R., born September 23, 1874, died
Culter, of Peoria, went security.
December 25, ISSO; J. Harvey, born June 7,
Mr. Parmenter, by his probity and honesty
1876. died June 14. 1881; Henry A., born Augof purpose, has earned the respect and goodust 8, 1882, a graduate of the High School at
will
of his fellow citizens.
Knoxville,
He is Chairan excellent performer on the
man of Knox Township Republican Com- piano, now clerking in his father's store; Maumittee; has served nine years as Alderman of
rice, born February 16, 1884, at present a memthe City of Knoxville; has been elected twice
ber of the High School at Knoxville.

an advanced age, universally respected,
and died in Knoxville, March 13, 1S94.
Allen M. Parmenter is, in a great measure, a
self-educated man. The rudiments of his education were obtained in the Public Schools of
Knoxville. This instruction was supplemented
by attending night-schools, when he was working at his trade in Peoria. Although his opportunities tor education were limited, yet by
his reading and his intercourse with the world,
he has become well posted for the duties and
lived to

.

KNOX COUNTY.
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Arthur Hamilton Noyes, son of George S. and
S. (Murdock) Noyes, was born in Boston,
Massachusetts, June 23, 1867.
His father was a clergyman, and for ten years
officiated at the Seaman's Bethel in Boston, as
the successor of that remarkable man. Father
Taylor.
He had a fine presence and was extensively known lor his ability and eloquence.
The Noyes family reaches back to an early
period in the history of this country. Nicholas
and the Rev. James Noyes came from England in 1634 and settled in Newbury, Massachusetts, the following year.
This family is
represented in many departments of American
history.
The name appears in the Continental
Congress of 1774-75, in the Revolutionary struggle and other wars, and lastly, in the War of

Mary

A large number of the men were
clergymen and army officers, and one became
Speaker of the House of Representatives.
Arthur H. Noyes had superior educational adthe Rebellion.

vantages. He first received instruction in the
public schools of Nahant, Massachusetts. Afterwards, he entered, for a short time, Boston University, and lastly, matriculated at Trinity College in Hartford, Connecticut.
From Trinity,
he graduated with high honors, receiving the
degree of Bachelor of Arts.
In childhood, young Noyes was blessed with
good surroundings and an ideal home. His
parents were intelligent, and gave him that
moral and religious instruction, which guided
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and is endowed with warm feelings and
generous sympathies.
He is thoroughly conversant with the duties of his profession, and is
not unmindful of home duties, or the duties of
affable,

citizenship.
Societies, religious or political, secret or sohave but little attraction for him. While
in college, he was a member of only two fraternities;
I. K. A. and 0. A. X.
By virtue of
his position as head of St. Albans, he holds a
commission as Colonel in the Illinois National

cial,

Guard.
In religious faith, he

Episcopal

Church.

is

connected with the
is Junior

At present, he

Warden of St. John's Parish, Knoxville.
He was married June 6, 1892, to Eunice

Alice
Phelps, daughter of Judge Charles H. Phelps,
of Burlington, Iowa, niece of Hon. E. J. Phelps,
late minister to England.
They have had born to them three children:
Dorothy Louise; Arthur Phelps, deceased; and
Virginia Murdock.

CORNELUS

Kl XKLE.

Cornelius Runkle is one of the few survivors
of the pioneers of Knoxville and Knox County.
He has watch'^d the growth of city and town,
and has marked the onward march of civilization.
This venerable man, who is now in his
ninetieth year, has been a co-worker here with
others for nearly two generations, and has
borne a conspicuous part in every good work

classic literature and
had the companionship of educated men. He
embraced all his opportunities for learning and
has become a thorough scholar. He is not forward in his address, but rather retiring. He dislikes large social functions, and never courts

and improvement.
Mr. Runkle was born in '^'atervliet, Albany
County, New York, January 19, 1810. His father,
John Runkle. and his mother, Helen Van Wert,
were natives of the same State, though of Holland descent.
Mr. Runkle was left fatherless
when only three years old; but he had the tender care of a loving mother until he reached
the age of fifteen, when she died, leaving a family of lour sons and two daughters.
The children remained at the old homestead, until
August, 1833, when the two elder brothers, John
and Henry, came to Illinois. John settled at
Hanna City, Peoya County, and resided there
until his death at a very advanced age. Henry
located at Knoxville.
Cornelius started westward in August, 1834, seeking his fortune and
a home in this almost unexplored region. He
reached Knoxville in 1834, and engaged in the
mercantile business with his brother for a year
and a half. He then went to JIt. Pleasant,
Henry County, Iowa, where he was engaged in
trade until 1847.
He then returned to Knoxville. accepting a clerkship for his brother, until
he was elected Sheriff in lS."i4. He hehi this office for two years, and then engaged in the
banking business with his brother under the
firm name of Runkle and Company. This copartnership lasted for eight years, when a National bank was established, which led eventually to the founding of the First National
Bank of Knoxville, with Cornelius Runkle as its

popularity.
His dignity of manhood is
makes friends that are lasting.

as

The seeds of his
his footsteps in after years.
manhood were sown at the paternal hearth.
Early he disclosed a fondness for reading and
study, and a strong desire for education was
Before completing his course and during the
intervals of college work, he engaged in teachHe also
ing at the early age of seventeen.
did some newspaper work and engaged in other
occupations for his support.
He graduated in
1889,

and came to Knoxville in 1890.
Noyes first entered St. Albans
in Greek and Latin in 1890.
be head master in 1892. In
he leased the school, acting at the same

President

Academy as Master
He was promoted to
1894,

its Superintendent.
When the institution was incorporated in 1896. he became its
President. Under his management, St. Albans
reputation
for thoroughhas acquired a good
It
is
doubtful whether
ness of instruction.
any western school of a similar grade can make
a better showing. Her graduates have attained
a uniformly high standing.
President Noyes. in his early years, lived in
a country of the best of schools and colleges.

time as

He was surrounded with

President.

such

He

is

that he
kind and

Mr. Runkle conducted the affairs of the bank
its chief head until January, 1885, when he
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In
resigned that position to a younger man.
all his business relations as a banker, Mr. Runkle showed a marked ability and a peculiar fitHe exhibited a keen
ness for his vocation.
financial sagacity and a gentleness of manners
towards his customers that was observable by
His probity, genial character, and
everyone.
unswerving honesty won for him friends and
fame.
As a banker, Mr. Runkle had one experience
which shocked the community tar and near. It
happened on the night of February 6, 1880, and
"His private
is told in the following language;
sleeping room was in his bank building. After
he had retired and gone to sleep, he was awakened by three men in his room. They blindfolded and gagged him, after which they took
him to the safe and ordered him to unlock it.
Not having the combination, he could not do
so, and be says that he would not, even if he
had known the combination. In order to compel him to acquiesce in their demands, they
hung him up by the neck, then let him down;
he still refused. Then they laid him in bed,
drew his feet over the footboard, and held the
lamp underneath them, burning and torturing

him in a most fearful manner. They left about
three o'clock in the morning; but before going, they tied Mr. Runkle securely in bed, as
they thought; but he succeeded after a couple of
hours, in releasing himself, and when he went
to breakfast, ue gave the alarm. The thieves,
however, secured three thousand five hundred
a small, olddollars, which they found in
fashioned safe, the key of which was in Mr.
Runkle's pocket. It was about two months before he fully recovered from the shock to his
system, and" the effects of the burning. The
thieves were never caught."
What courage, what purpose, Mr. Runkle displayed in an hour like this. What thoughts,
what emotions must have disturbed the usual
quietude of his being! Threats may intimidate,
but they had no po-ner to destroy his manhobd.
Torture also was powerless. As a citizen, Mr.
Runkle has always shown the same manly
Firm in the principles of justice and

character.
right,

kind in disposition, benevolent

in

his

sympathies, and full of charity and good deeds,
he has lived a long life above reproach.
In politics, Mr. Runkle in early years was a
whig. Afterwards he became affiliated with the
republican party.
He has never been a politician, but has exercised the right of suffrage
as his conscience dictated. He is not a member of any church, but has contributed largely
to the support of the Christian religion.

Mr. Runkle was never married.

FRAXCIS

(iEAStTiER

SAXBUR>.

Francis Granger Sanburn was born in KnoxIllinois. October 4, 1843.
His father was
John Goold Sanburn, and his mother's maiden
name, Althea Owen.
The genealogy of the Sanburn family reaches
back to Lieutenant John Sanburn, who was
born in 1620. The next in the line of descent
was Nathaniel Sanburn, who was born in 1666.
ville,

The third generation reaches Jedediah Sanburn, Francis' great-grandfather, who was bora
He was one of the patriots of the
in 1757.
Revolution, and was on the Lexington "Alarm
In
List," living at Wethersfield, Connecticut.
the fifth generation is found the name of John
Goold Sanburn, the father of Francis Granger
Sanburn.
John Goold Sanburn was a distinguished man,
intellectually,

linked

much

and morally.
of

the

early

To

his

history

name is
Knox

of

County.
He was born in Canandaigua, New
York, March 13, 1797— the home of Francis
Granger, Postmaster-General under the first
Harrison and the namesake of his son. His
parents were New Englanders, and were thoroughly schooled in industry and economy
among the rugged, barren hills of their nativity.
They were among the earliest pioneers of western New \ork, then the home of the savage
Indians and wild buffalo. The spirit of enterprise

was

in the son,

and in the Autumn of

1817, he came to Ohio, where he spent the winIn the Spring of 1818,
ter in teaching school.
he embarked in a skiff at Pittsburg with his

brother and three other young men, and sailed
down the Ohio River, landing at a point opposite St. Louis. He then, with his companions,
made his way on foot to that city. He then
went to St. Charles, Missouri, where he spent
the summer in teaching. The following winter,
he returned to Canandaigua, making almost the
entire journey on toot. His diary kept on this
journey is in the possession of his children and
It shows his spirit, enterprise,
is highly prized.

and sturdy endurance.

After spending two or

three years in western New York, he again returned West, locating at Vandalia, then the
capital of Illinois. He remained here until 1830,
when he again visited his native home, mak-

ing the journey both ways on horseback.
About this time, the Military Tract was attracting great attention on account of the ferand other natural advantages.
Mr. Sanburn saw here an opportunity, and in
In
1830, opened a store in Henderson Grove.
this year, the new County of Knox was organized.
At the same time Knoxville became the
tility of its soil

seat.
Mr. Sanburn, by reason of his general intelligence and accurate business hak<ics,
held nearly all the important offices. He was
Clerk of the Circuit Court, Clerk of the County
Court, Recorder, Probate Judge, and Postmas-

county

ter.

Mr. Sanburn was married in 1831 to Althea
Owen, a native of western New York. At an
early age she came to Ohio, thence to Knox

County.

Illinois.

To them were born

six chil-

dren, four sons and two daughters.
At the time of his death, Mr. Sanburn was
Assistant Assessor of Internal Revenue of Knox
County. He also held other minor offices, such
as City Clerk and Trustee of both Knox and
Ewing University.
As a man, Mr. Sanburn was kind, well educated, well informed, and a pleasing conversationalist. He was positive in his political preferences, was formerly a whig, but later a repub-
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lican.
He was patriotic and loyal, and during
the Civil War, was a strong advocate of free-

dom and

union. In religion he was an Episcopalian, but with his wife, attended the Presbyterian Church.
Mr. Sauburn died April 14, 1865, the day
President Lincoln was assassinated. Mrs. Sanburn died at the old home in Knoxville, January
30, 1883.

Francis

G.

banburn was fortunate

in

his

birth.
He belonged to a family of lofty aims
and of great moral worth. He was the fifth
of seven children, and was taught in boyhood

the high moral lessons that blossomed into the
In childhood, he refruit of a true manly life.
much instruction from loving parents,
and in mature years, he had the advantages of
the common school, and of higher institutions
Early, he became well fitted to
of learning.
enter upon the active duties and business of
Like many a young man, he went westlife.
ward, spending a summer in Kansas. He soon,
however, returned to his native State, and was
next engaged for two years as Deputy PostmasIn 1872, he went
ter, under the late Z. Beatty.
to Topeka, Kansas, and was employed there but
He next found employment in
a short time.
Brothers
at Galesburg. He
the firm of Phillips
soon resigned this position and accepted the
offer of a clerkship in the Farmers' National
Bank in Knoxville. which was more to his
taste and liking. With this bank, he remained
until his death, serving for several of the last
years of his life as its President.
The esteem in which Mr. Sanburn is held is
marked. His friends and fellow citizens had
perfect confidence in his integrity and ability,
and had no misgivings in placing him in posiceived

honor and trust. He was retiring, and
had no hankering after office: and yet, he
served his native city two terms as City Clerk,
six
terms as City Treasurer, and two
five or
terms as a member of the Board of Education.
tions of

A graphic representation of his early life may
be obtained from the following sketch, written
by his sister, Althea O. Sanburn:
"His early childhood was passed in the modest
home of his parents. He engaged with keen interest in the amusements of boyhood life, but
was equally ready and willing to bear his share
in the tasks and duties of home life suited to his
years. He early showed mechanical tastes, and
delighted younger children of the neighborhood by his constructive genius. Numerous
water-wheels, windmills, fishing seines, and, finally, a miniature railroad on which the boys
and girls were delighted to ride, though in a
rude box car, were some of the results of his
recreation hours up to his thirteenth year. His
love for flowers was very marked, and he never
failed to find the first spring blossoms before
others suspected their arrival. While a mere
boy, he became quite an expert in budding and
grafting choice varieties of roses, which were
his favorites. As a child, his mind was quick
and active, and his reasoning powers good.
In school he was a diligent pupil and a general
favorite with his teachers."

Mr. Sanburn had no striking characteristics.
He was admired for his equanimity of temper,
his gentleness of manner, and his uprightness of
He was not given to frivolity, but
character.
was always sedate and thoughtful in his bearHe was kind to the unthankful, full of
ing.
charity for the unfortunate, and merciful in
speech and act. He lived a life above reproach,

and had the reward that comes through industry, strict integrity, and Christian obligation.
Mr. Sanburn's religious faith was PresbyIn early manhood, he joined that
terian.
church, and was an elder therein for about five
He was not a partisan or a pomicuin,
years.
but was a firm adherent to principle. He was a
republican, and cast his first vote for Abraham
Lincoln for President.
Mr. Sanburn was married August
Mary H. McCracken, who was born

1,

lbi8, to

In

Worth-

died in Knoxville, Illinois,
February 7, 1881. When a child, her parents
removed to Knoxville. She graduated from St.
ington.

Ohio, and

1871. After graduation and until two
years after her marriage, she taught painting

Mary's in

in

oil,

Alma

Latin, French, and the sciences in her
Mater.

To Mr. and Mrs. Sanburn was
daughter. Mary Louise.

BANNON. JOHN
Galesburg,

Knox

born

one

General Merchant; East
Township: born in Lowville,
F.;

Lewis County, New 'i'ork, September 10, 1866;
received an academic education in Lewis County,
New York. His father, Patrick Bannon, was
born in Ireland: his mother, Julia (Carroll),
was born in Lewis County, New York. December 13, 1893. Mr. Bannon was married in Al-

Knox County, Illinois, to Lottie E. Pierce;
they have two sons, Raymond C. and Harold
M. Mrs. Bannon's father, Mathew Pierce, was
born in Lewis County, New York, in 1832. He
was educated in the common schools and was
by occupation a farmer. He was still a young
man when he came to this State and county.
He was twice married, first to Mary Hobbs, who
tona,

died in 1861. They had three children: Charles,
Mr. Pierce's second wife was
Ella and Mary.
Amelia (Mix), formerly of Dutchess County,
New York. They had five children: Delbert,
who died in his eighteenth year; Lottie E.;
William E.: Lorenzo: and Park A. Mr. Bannon
was one of seven children: James Patrick,
Edward, John F., Jennie. Nettie and Florence.
Mr. Bannon's father died June 8, 1886; his
mother is still living. Mr. Bannon is a member
of the I. O. 0. F., 'Veritas Lodge, No. 478. Galesburg. Illinois; Hazle Lodge, No. 378. Knights
East Galesburg
of Pythias. East Galesburg;
Camp, No. 2436, M. W. of A.; and of Fraternal

Tribunes of East Galesburg, No.
democrat in politics.

BECKER.

17.

He

is

a

LOl'IS: Knoxville; Physician; born
in Clarksville, Tennessee. October 15. 1864; educated in Galesburg, Illinois. His father, Lother
Becker, was born in Germany: his mother,
Mary (Smith), in Vermont. His maternal
grandparents, Loren and Eliza (Bemis) Smith,
were natives of Vermont. Dr. Becker studied
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medicine one year at Michigan University, Ann
Arbor, and graduated from the Chicago Medical College in 18S8.
He has had a successful
practice at Knoxville.
He is a member of the
Presbyterian Church. In politics, he is a republican. October 11, ISSS, Dr. Becker
married
Addie H. Rearicli; in Galesburg; they
have
three children: Harry F., F. Marjorie
and L.
Dunster.

BORRELL, CHRISTOPHER; Farmer; Knox-

ville; first

husband of Mrs. Hannah Patterson;
1834, in England, where he received
February 16, 1859, in Knox
Township, he was married to Hannah
A. Rewborn July
his

9,

education.

land.

Their three children now living
areGeorge T., Charles J. and Emily M.
George
T. married Melinda
Patterson,
of
Warren
County. Emily M. married Bert
C. Allen: they
have two children:
Mary A. and Clyde F
Charles J. married Rosa B. Sharp;
they have
SIX chi dren:
C. Edward, William C,
George
G. Emily B., Sarah F. and
Samuel C. kr. Bo!-!
%"e°i,''er of the Methodist Episcopal
Ph ,7r In politics, he
Church.
was independent. He
died August 19, 1881

BUCK,

PRANK;

September

*''"'

Knoxville;
in Altheim,

1842,

9,

'°"°'''''-

Cooper;

born

Germany and

J""^

29' 1S64 °n
Kno\'!-?ne'h
Knoxville,
he was married to Barbara
C Reker

(Birch) Reker.

Mrs. Buck's parents were born
n°ne
Gottleib

'"^ "9^They had
frnZT'^'^^nv
'^^^r,'^'"
^'"'a™'
Christian, August,

Pr

H

,

''"'''^'^ ^- S°Phia knd CaroHne m,'/'''f'
parents are dead. Mr. and Mrs.
Frank
Rn!t ^
Buck
had four children: William
M., John A
1

^•^- ^"^l^ 's ^ °iember
bei of
o'f the
tbeT
^T"" 9.Christian
Church. Mr. Buck was a
"^'^'^'^ September 9 1894
BnrKT'T.V°'l*k"BUCKLEY,
ROBERT ROLLAND- Retired
Farmer;

Knox

County,

m

New

Township;

born

in

York, February 26, 1827the district schools of
Illinois'

cated
parents,

Yates
eduHi<,

John and Nancy (Ambiee) Buck^v
were born in New York, the
former in Yates'

the latter

Mohawk

m

Saratoga County.

His naterna
'^°t^f--d) was a Zfy?ot
^v:,','"''"''
Valley, as were also his
maternal

^""^^^ ^°^' ^""^ '^^^ Arburgh
paternal grandfather, Robert
P,?nki!
^°™ '° Connecticut. Mr. R. R
Rnc[w\has""lbeen
Buckley
married three times. His first
wife was Mary M. Carter, whom
he man-Tedfn
Imbre'e"" H's
M^-'

grandparents, Archibald and Sarah (Norris)
Butt, and his maternal grandparents, John and
Martha (Knight) Williams, were natives of
Virginia.
Archibald Butt was Drum Major in
the War of 1812, and while on a retreat was
wounded in the shoulder by a shot through his
drum. December 31, 1S57, Mr. Butt was married
to Sarah S. Montgomery in Knox County. They
have one child, Harvey J., who is cashier in the
Farmers' National Bank of Knoxville. Harvey

was married to Sarah McCracken. They have
one daughter, Dorris.
Mr. Butt's brother,
George W., and several of his cousins were solJ.

War of the Rebellion. In religion,
Mr. Butt is a nominal Protestant. In politics,
he is a democrat.
CARNS, JOHN Z.; President of the Farmers'
National BauK, Knoxville: was born in Knoxville September 8, 1858.
He was educated at
diers in the

Knox

College, Lralesburg, Illinois.

His father,

John W. Cams, was born in Virginia, and his
mother, Sarah (Zook) Cams, was born in
Pennsylvania. Mr. J. Z. Cams was married in
Knoxville, Illinois, September 10, 1890, to Nellie
Pierce.
They have one child, Marie L. Mr.

Cams

entered the Farmers' National Bank as
Assistant Cashier in 1885, in 1887 was made
Cashier, and in the Spring of 1899. he was
elected President. In politics, Mr. Cams is a republican.
CARSON, CYRUS N.; Knoxville; Dry Goods

Merchant; born in Pennsylvania, March 13,
1S46; educated in Pennsylvania public schools.
Mr. Carson's parents, John B. Carson and Elizabeth (Shaffer), were natives of Pennsylvania,
as were his maternal grandparents, Daniel and
Katherine (Eichelberger) Shaffer.
March 19,
1S73, Mr. Carson was married to Ruth E. Baily
in Knoxville; they have
four children:
R.
Baily, Elizabeth M.. Ruth E. and Margaret
H. Mr. Carson is a member of Knoxville Lodge,
No. 66, A. F. and A. M.; also of Rabona Chapter, No. 95, R. A. M., and of Illinois Council, No.
1, of Knoxville, R. P. S. M.
In politics, he is a
democrat.

CAULKINS, WILLIAM; Knoxville; Farmer
and Fruit Grower; born October 30, 1843, in
Washington County, Indiana, where he was educated in the district schools. His father, Samuel
Caulkins, was born in Washington County, Indiana, and his mother, Sarah A. (Stewart), was
born in Ohio.

His paternal grandparents, Joel

and Desire (Barnard), were natives

of Onondaga
Now York. Joel Caulkins was born
in 1782, and served in the War of 1812. He died
in May, 1879; his wife died in 1858.
William

County,
»a"->ecl in Knoxville
fn Apru ''IsS,
^t"'
^^""^ ^""^ °°e son, Rolland C.
.>,
Hi<r?hi
-f was
His
thud
wife
Hannah E. Miles, daughter
^"*"'. ^^"^^' °f Persifer Township'
Jl.^°\he married
whom
at Galesburg, April 19 I89V
They had two children, Mary A^ and
John Mne^
Ml. Buckley attends the
Presbyterian Church
He IS a republican.
BUTT, CHARLES N.; Farmer; Knox
Town•

.^^^

Champaign County, Ohio, March
log school
'° °°« °* tl^e
hn'nil"'"'f^T^"'''''t''
houses
of Knox County. His parents,
Thomas
D. and Sarah (Williams) Butt,
were born in
Greenbrier County, West Virginia. His
paternal
in P'»?o°™ i°

Caulkins' maternal grandfather was James
Stewart.
Mr. Caulkins' first wife was Mary
Ward, whom he married October 10, 1868. They
had ten children: Lewella, Mary, Cora, Olive
Z., Delmer, William F., Charles W., Frederick,
Lurissa and Cornelius R. Lewella married William Weikert, of Orange Township. They have

one son. Earl.
of Knoxville.

Mary married Albert Weikert,

They have one daughter, Porthia.
Cora married Rev. F.
7, 1898.
M. Campbell; they have a baby boy. Olive Z.
married John Youngquist; they have a son anft

Mary

died April

QciA^-tyi^

cAv <^''yiy^^G^^^^^^^^
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daughter, Stirling aud Cecil. W. Frank marDecember 31, ISaS, Mr.
ried Gertrude Stokes.
Caulkins married his second wife, Mrs. Mary
Briggs Runyon, in Peoria; she had seven children by her first marriage: Leslie, Nellie, Flora,
Edgar, Myron, Verne and Harold. Mr. Runyon
died July 4, 1S93. In religion, Mr. Caulkins is a
Free Methodist. In politics, he is a republican.
He is a member of G. W. Trafton Post of Knoxville. No. 223, Grand Army of the Republic, Department of lUiaois. The ancestry of the family
is Scotch, Dutch and English.
CHAPIN, BURRELL N.; Retired Farmer;
Knoxville: born August 4, 1S34, at Lewiston,
Illinois; educated in the common schools at
Farmington ^nd Canton, Illinois. His father,
Moses Bascom Chapin, was born in Massachusetts. September 21, 1S05: his mother, Irenia
De Maranville, was born June 12, 1S08, in Grafton, New Hampshire, where she is still living.
Mr. Chapin is of Mayflower and Revolutionary
ancestry, his paternal ancestors, with but one
exception, having fought for their country,
either against the Indians or foreign foe. He is
a lineal descendant of William White, the eleventh signer of the Mayflower compact of 1620.
His paternal great-grandparents were Captain
Caleb and Rebecca (Bascomb) Chapin, the former born July, 1730. at Barnardston, MassaHis maternal great-grandparents
chusetts.
were Charles De Maranville, of Freetown,
Massachusetts, and Deborah (Lombard) De
Maranville; his paternal grandparents were
Consider Chapm, born August 26, 1766, in DeerTownship. Massachusetts, and Esther
field
(Wallace Chapin; his maternal grandparents
were Jabez and Comfort (Buffum) De MaranConsider
ville, the latter born March 15, 17S2.
and Caleb Chapin served during the Revolution;
the former was in Shay's Rebellion, and the
Mr. B. N.
latter in the Battle of Lake Erie.
Chapin was married September 22, 1857, near
Farmington. Illinois, to C. Jane Culver. Three
Mrs. Edith
of their four children are living:
Adelia McClure, of Knoxville; Mrs. Eva J.
Maple, of Maguon; Ora Eugene Chapin, lawyer,
Ora
Chapin
is
a
graduate
of Knox
Chicago.
of
College (18SS). and of the Chicago Law School.
He has a large and lucrative practice, anu has
held important offices in Cook County, including those of Deputy Sheriff, Deputy County
Clerk and Clerk of the Cook County Courts.
Mrs. Chapin is also of distinguished ancestrv,
among them being Wi.nam White, of Mayflower fame. She is related to Peter Craps and
Silas Kirby, who were Revolutionary patriots.
Her paternal grandfather. Joseph Culver, served
under Washington at Valley Forge, and was
He was one of
at the surrender of Burgoyne.
six men who carried the wounded
General
Arnold on a litter from the battlefield at Saratoga, to Albany, New York.
Mrs. Chapin and
her two daughters are members of the Daughters of the American Revolution.
I

CHARLES. CAPTAIN
for

nent

many
and

Though

GEORGE

A.,

was

years one of the most promiinfluential men in Knox County.
politically
a
democrat,
he
was

years elected Supervisor in an
for many
anti-slavery stronghold, and was the chosen
leader of the Knoxville party during the whole
period of the county seat war. He was born in
Erie County, New York, December 25, ISIU, the
son of Captain John Charles, a sailor upon the
inland seas, who was born in Pennsylvania,
October 17, 1782, and Eunice Gates, born June
Captain John Charles
16, 1788, in New York.
came West in 1830 with his family, and located on Section 28 of what is now Knox TownFor a year they occupied an abandoned
ship.
log cabin, found in the vicinity, then they

moved into a hewed log house built by themHere Captain George A. Charles lived
selves.
when
until his marriage to Pomelia Gardner,
he located a claim on Section 22 in the same
township. His wife dying after the birth of her
Earl,
F.
Mrs.
J.
child, Rosalia, who became

first

married,
of Mason City, Illinois, he was again
December 5, 1843, to Doolinsky Post, daughter
marof Ezra and Patty (Pratt) Post. By this
Alanson
Alvira,
children:
four
riage he had
G Albion P. and Harley J. Until 1870 he lived

on his farm. Then ne removed to Knoxville,
purchasing a residence on East Main street,

where he
1878.

lived until

his death,

November

5,

Captain Charles was County Surveyor

Townfor four vears, and Supervisor of Knox
ship for thirteen years. Coming to Knox County
with almost nothing, through his sound judgment and shrewd financial ability he was able
He was thorto achieve pronounced success.
oughly honest and upright, ajid made hosts of

warm friends.
CONNER, JAMES

.

Knoxville; Retired
H.;
Franklin County, Ohio, August
schools. His
29, 1841; educated in the common
parents wore Benjamin T. and Ellen L.
(Stephenson) Conner. The latter was a native
His ancestry was Dutch, German,
of Ohio.
to
Irish, French and English. Mr. Conner came
Knox Countv in 1843. August 27. 1862, he enIllinois
F, Eighty-sixth
listed in Company
Volunteers, and was honorably discharged June
March 22, 1866, in Gilson, he was mar6. 1865.
and
ried to Esther Rambo, daughter of Allen T.
Elizabeth iShelton) Rambo. Mr. Rambo was a
native of Indiana, and was a gunsmith by trade.

Farmer; born

Mr

in

and Mrs. Rambo had eleven children:
John S., Esther. Tabitha. Mariam.

Julius R..

Reuben. Nancv K.. Francis M., Thomas B.. Judson. and an infant daughter. Mr. Rambo died
Mr. and
in April, 1894. his wife April 3. 1891.
Laura
Mrs. Conner have had eight children:
B.
E.. Dora E., Ida M., Lurena E., J. Herbert,
Franklin, L. Gertrude and Bessie B. B. FrankLaura E. married
lin died in his fifth year.
Lincoln Swigart: they have two children:
Harrv and Charles. Dora E. married John
Wasson; they have one son, Franklin D. Mr.
Conner is a member of the Methodist Episcopal
Church. In politics, he is a republican.
COOKE. JOHN; Knoxville; Superintendent of
Knox County Alms House; born in Fayette
County. Penasylvania. December 11, 1834; educated in the district schools and academy. His
parents, Thomas and Eliza A. (Frasher) Cooke;

KJSOX
grandparents, John and Rachel
(Murphy) Cooke, and his paternal great-grandparents, Thomas and Elizabeth (CopeJ Cooke,
were from Pennsylvania. His maternal grandparents, Luke and Elizabeth (Henry) Frasher,
were from New England. September 2, 185G,
Mr. Cooke was married in Pennsylvania to
Martha M. Forrey. He is a member of the
Christian Church. In politics, he is a republican, and has for eight years been Superintendent of the Knox County Alms House. He
is a member of Pacific Lodge, No. 66, A. F. and
A. M., and of the A. O. U. W. of Knoxville, No.
his paterndi

126.

CRONOBLE. GEORGE W.; Farmer; Knox
Township; born
vania, August 22,
Jacob

in Center County, Pennsyl1840; educated in Ohio.
His

and

Elizabeth
(Houseman)
Cronoble, and his paternal grandfather, Adam
Cronoble, were natives of Pennsylvania. The
ancestry of the family is German. Mr. Cronoble
was married to Sarah L. Elkins July 9, 1S65,
parents,

in Kentucky. They have six children:
William
H., Oscar C, Jennie M.. John A., G. Edward and
Artie B. William H. is a farmer, and married

Susie Mooney;
they have three children:
Bernice, Russell and Gale. Jennie M. married
Charles H. Taylor. August 2, 1862, Mr. Cronoble
enlisted in Company E. Eighty-third Regiment
Illinois Volunteers,
and was honorably discharged June 26, 1865. He is a member of G.
W. Trafton Post, No. 239, of Knoxville. Grand
Army of the Republic, Department of Illinois.
In religion, Mr. Cronoble belongs
to
the
United Brethren. In politics, he is a republican.

EVANS, ALLEN T.; Farmer; Knox TownKnox Township August 27, 1846;
educated in the common schools. The ancestry
ship; born in

of the family was Welsh, French, German, and
Scotch. Mr. Evans' father, Willfard Evans, was
a native ot Virginia, while his mother, Eleanor
(Rambo), was born in Ohio. His paternal

grandparents, John and Nancy
(Hathorn)
Evans, were born in Virginia, while his maternal grandparents, Reuben Rambo and Charity
(Haptonstall), were natives of Ohio, as was
also Mrs. Reuben Rambo's
father. Abram
Haptonstall, who was a soldier in the Revolutionary War. August 27, 1868, Mr. Evans was

married

in Persifer Township to Anna E. Calwell. They have one son, Dellfard C.
Dellfard
C. married Mary McCrea of Knox Township;
they have one son, Ray E. Mrs. Evans' father,

COUNTY
Knoxville; they had eight children: Allen T.;
Nancy M., deceased; Alice A.; Almeria E., deceased; Sarah C, deceased; Emma S.; Ida A.,
Mrs. Eleanor Evans'
deceased; and Luella.
father, Reuben Ranibo, was born in Virginia
and was well educated. He married Charity
Haptonstall, in Greenbriar County, Virginia.
They had nine children: Allen T. Sarah and
Rachel, twins; Abram; Margaret; Eleanor;
Malinda; Mary A.; and Fannie M. The parents
are deceased. In politics, Mr. Evans was a re;

publican.

FUNK, DAVID H.; Contractor and Builder;
Knoxville; born in Pennsylvania, April 23, 1854.
His parents, John and Mary A. (Moyer) Funk,
were married m Pennsylvania, September 11,
1849. They had eight children:
Sarah E., David
H., Louis Calvin, Melinda H., Molly J., Emma,
Fannie L. and Ida R.; Mary A. died in 1868, and
John in 1891. David H. Funk was educated in
Pennsylvania. He married Georgia E. Missen
in Peoria, April 22, 1883. There were five children:
Harry W., who died in his first year;
Jessie M.; E. Lillian; G. Doris; and Mable F.
Mr.

Funk

is

a Presbyterian.
W.; Knoxville;

HANER, GEORGE

Restaur-

ant; born August 15, 1869. in Orange Township; educated in the Knoxville High School.
His father, Simon Haner. was born in Pennsylvania March 30, 1825; his mother, Lucy A.
(Cooll), was born near Gettysburg; his paternal
and his maternal grandfathers, Jacob Haner
and Peter Cooll, were natives of Pennsylvania.

His maternal grandmother was Anna (Lawver).

Simon and Lucy A. (Cooll) Haner had ten children, seven of whom are living: Molly, Amanda,
Eli F., Samuel, Anna L., Emma, George W.
Amanda is now Mrs. Weaver, and has one son.
Floyd. Eli F. married Louisa Smith; they have
four children: Florence, Lee, Harold and Winifred.
Samuel married Hattie Miller; they had
one daughter. Murl M.
Anna L. is now Mrs.
Albin Haskell; she has one daughter, Lola F.
Emma is married to John M. Lewis; they have
Lettie, Agnes. Myrtle and Forfour children:
rest L. Simon Haner died October 15. 1887; his
widow survives him. The ancestry of the famMarch 1, 1893, George W.
ily was German.
Haner was married to Anna M. Dawson in
Galesburg. They have one child, L. Earle. In
politics,

Mr. Haner

is a

democrat.

HANSFORD. DR. CHARLES, was
first

one of the

County Commissioners, and the

earliest

Oliver Calwell, was a farmer, and was born

physician in

Pennsylvania December 17, 1820, where he
was educated in the common schools. Mr. Calwell was married to Desire S. Manley, of Persifer Township.
They had four children:
Mehitabel S.; Annie E.; Olive C; and Oliver
A., who died at an early age. Mr. Calwell died

in 1829.
ginia, in
date, and from there to Henderson Grove and
thence, in 1833, to Knoxville, where he died in
1852. His wife. Eliza, and one child. Ellen, survived him. He had a very large practice, employing, it is said, three teams and two drivers,
and riding incessantly day and night, for weeks
at a time.
He represented his district in the
Legislature during one session, and was one
His
of the most popular men in the county.
life and work are worthy of more extended
mention, but, unfortunately, his history is now

in

April 18, 1860; his widow died March 10, 1896.
The ancestors of the Manleys were in the War
of 1812. In politics, Mr. Evans is a republican.
EVANS, WILLFARD (deceased): Knoxville;
Farmer; born March 27, 1814, in Virginia. His
parents were John Evans, born in Virginia, and

Nancy Hathorn. November 17, 1845, Wilfred
Evans was married to Eleanor Rambo in

Knox County, having settled here
He was born in Kanawha County, Vir1801.
He came to Galena at an early

lost.

^:^/^7f^^-<

KKOX COUNTY.
HOLTON, FREDERICK;

Knoxville; Shoemaker, aud Night Watchman lor the Chicago,
Burliugton and Quincy Railroad; born November 20, 1836, in Frederick County, Maryland;
educated in Ohio. Mr. Holton's parents, Thomas
and Cordelia (Petticord) Holton, were natives
of Maryland; his paternal grandfather, Thomas
Holton, came from the North of Ireland. The
family came to the United States before the
Revolution, and Thomas Holton (the grandfather) and his brother served in that war.
Thomas Holton (the father) was a soldier in the
War of 1S12. Frederick Holton enlisted May
23, 1S61, in Company B, Illinois Volunteers,
and was aonorably discharged at the close of the
war. He is a member of James Shields' Post,
No. 45, Grand Army of the Republic, Galesburg,
In May, 1866, Mr. Holton was married
Illinois.
in Missouri to Mrs. Emily (Milsted) Prenatt;
Sarah S. (now
they have had four children:
Mrs. H. W. Wilson), George W., Howard J. and
Frederick I.
Frederick I. died at the age of
twenty-seven.
In religion, Mr. Holton is a

Nominal Protestant.

He

is

a republican.

HOPPER, SAMUEL H.; Mine Owner and
Farmer; Knox Township; born in Washington
County Indiana, November 16, 1835; educated
in the district schools. The ancestry of the family on the paternal side is English, on the maternal

side,

Scotch.

The paternal grandpar-

ents, Zachariah and Polly (Leatherwood) Hopper, were natives of England; the former was
a soldier in the Revolutionary War. Mr. Hopper's father, Charles Hopper, was a native of
North Carolina, and his mother, Mary (Hender-

came from Kentucky.

son),

the

Mr. Hopper was

oldest of eleven children:
Jefferson, Frances
M.,

Thomas

Samuel
James

H.,
E.,

Zachariah P., John W., Sarah E., Aquila,
Charles B., William W. and Perry H. Charles
Hopper, Sr., died in 1881, his wife died in 1885.

Thomas

J.

was a

soldier in

Company

A, Fifty-

ninth Illinois Volunteers, and was killed at
Stone River, Tennessee. Frances M. married

John Hester, who died in 1879. Her second marriage was with John M. Mitchell, of Arkansas;
they have one son, W. Samuel. Mr. Hopper
was married to Elizabeth Caulkins, August 19,
1863, in Knoxville; they have two children:
S.
Elmer and Mary 0. The latter married Jesse
Reynolds; they have three sons: Harold, Don
Earl.
Mr. Hopper was in the Black Hawk
Indian War, and August 1, 1862, he enlisted in
Company F, Eighty-sixth Illinois Volunteers,
and was honorably discharged the latter part of
1863.
In politics, he is a democrat.
JOHNSON, JOHN H.; Knoxville; teacher of
Automatic Penmanship; born in Knox Township. December 3, 1869. His parents, Swen and
Nellie (Nelsdotter) Johnson, were
born in
Sweden, as were also his paternal and maternal
grandfathers, John Swens
and Peter Nydahl.

and

m

March

1892. in Altona, Mr. Johnson was
to Ida C. Quick, daughter of Charles J.
and Frederica (Carlson) Quick, both of
were natives of Sweden. Mr. Quick was born
April 10, 1823, and was educated in his native
land. Nine children were born to Mr. and Mrs.
30,

married

whom
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Quick: G. Alfrsd, Frank W., Cliarles G., Claus,
Andrew, Ausust, Otto, Ida C, and Anna L. The
ancestry is Swedish on both sides. Mr. and Mrs.
Johnson are members of the Lutheran Church,
in which Mr. Johnson is Secretary and Deacon.
They have two children: Hulda C. A. and NelMr. Johnson is a republican.
lie F.
KNOX, JAMES, was born July 4, 1807, in
Montgomery County, New York, and was the
son of James and Nancy (Ehle) Knox. He died
October 9, 1876, at his home in Knoxville, Illinois, and was buried in the cemetery in that
He studied at Hamilton Academy, in
city.
Madison County, New York, and entered Hamilton College in 1827, where he remained one
year.
He matriculated at Yale University in
He then studied
1828, and graduated in 1830.
law with Maynard and Spencer, in Utica, New
In
Y"ork, and was admitted to the Bar in 1833.
entered his
1836, he came to Knoxville and
brother's store, which he managed after the
latter's death, in 1839. He was a member of the
Constitutional Convention of 1848; and in 1852,
and again in 1854, was elected to Congress as a
whig. In Congress, he was Chairman of the
Committee on Roads and Canals. He was public-spirited, and was the first President of the
Peoria and Oquawka Railroad. He bequeathed
a large sum to found an agricultural school in
Knoxville. This money was to be available only
in case $40,000 in addition should be subscribed
As this was
in Knox County for the school.
not done, the bequest reverted to Y'ale and
Hamilton colleges and to St. Mary's School. His
evefcight failing, he made several visits to Berlin

for relief, in 1861,

from 1865

to 1869,

and

again in 1872-73. In 1S40 he married Prudence
H. Blish, who died in 1846, leaving no children.
LACY. PETER; Knoxville; Retired Farmer
and Lumber Merchant; born November 27, 1830,
His
in Ohio, where he received his education.
parents were Enos L. Lacy, born in West Virginia, and Sarah (Wright), born in Clinton
County, Ohio. His paternal grandparents were
John J. Lacy, born in West Virginia, and Ruth
(Clevinger) his maternal grandfather was Abel
September 24, 1855, he was married
Wright.
in Ohio to Lacinda Woodmansee, daughter of
George and Eliza (Olcraft) Woodmansee. They
;

had

six children:

Sarah

L.,

George

L.,

Laura

Charles A. and Enos R. Sarah L.
to Alonzo T. Steele; they have six
children: Ella A., Arthur Roy, William, Harley,
Lucinda and Fay. George L. was married to
Retta,
OIlie Russell; they have four children:
Laura B. marClarence, Thomas and Mary.
ried Edward McElwain: they have two chilRetta J. was marJennie and Ortie.
dren:
ried first to Albert W. Young; they had one
daughter. Lulu. Mr. Young died in February,
1892.
His widow was married to Samuel V.
Hannam; they have one daughter, Clara.
Charles A. married Elizabeth Russell; they have
Enos R.
Francelia and Carl.
two children:
married Jessie Wilson; they have one son,
Ralph. George and Eliza (Olcraft) Woodmansee had ten children who grew to maturity:
Thomas, Mary, Lucinda, LeRoy, Adeline,
B.,

Retta

J.,

was married
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and
Francelia, Lorena
Mr. Woodmansee died in li^j; his
widow is still living. Mr. and Mrs. Lacy are
Lacy
Mr.
Church.
Episcopal
the
of
members
has held the office of Alderman. In politics,
he is a democrat.
LANDER, JOHN O.; Knoxville; Merchant;
George,
Alonzo.

Xenophon,

in Sweden, September 26, 1S3S, where he
His parents were natives of
Sweden; his father was Olof Johnson; they had

born

was educated.

twelve children, tour of

whom

are

still

living:

Johanna; Rev. H. Olson; Pernella, now Mrs.
Anderson; and John 0. April 15, 1867, in Knoxville, Mr. Lander was married to Else JohnThey have had six children: Clara A.,
son.
Luther A., Louisa A., Ernest J., Emma F. and
Nellie G. Clara A. married Rev. H. P. Ottoson;
Louisa A. married Alvin Anderson, and they
have one daughter, Margaret L.; Luther A.
married Elizabeth VanGilder, and they have one
son, Harvey. Ernest J. is a student in Michigan
University, Ann Arbor, Michigan. Mr. Lander's
father died about 1864, and his mother died
soon after. Mr. Lander enlisted July, 1862. in
Company E, Eighty-third Illinois Volunteers,
and was honorably discharged at the close of
He is a member of G. W. Trafton
the war.
Post, No. 239. of Knoxville, Grand Army of the
Republic, Department of Illinois. Mr. and Mrs.
Lander are members, of the Lutheran Church.
In politics, he is a republican.
LINDSEY, CHARLES D.; Knoxville, where he
was educated; clerk in clothing house; born

Mr. Lindin Knox County February IS, 1864.
sey's father, Charles R. Lindsey, was a native of
Mason County, Virginia; his mother, Mary A.
His
(Post), was born in St. Louis, Missouri.
paternal grandfather, Rowland Lindsey, was a
native of Maine; his paternal grandmother,
(Russell), of Chautauqua County,
Charles R. Lindsey came to KnoxHe was born January 23, 1822,
in Virginia, where he was educated, and where
he was for many years a farmer. He married
his first wife, Caroline Armsbury, in Iroquois
County, Illinois, in 1843; she died eight months
His second marriage was with Mary A,
later.
Post, October 5, 1848, in Monmouth, Warren
County. They nad ten children, six of whom
grew to maturity: John T,, Martha D., Kellum
P., Corrien, Charles D. and Mary E.
John T.
was married to Sarah Smith; they have eight

was Phebe

New

York.

ville

in 1838.

C. Edwin, Robert B., Margaret C,
Arthur McLellau, Harry, Simeon, Ray, Martha
L. Martha D. married Henry Masters. Kellum
P. was married to Ada Corbin: they have three
children:
Ezra, Nellie and Francis.
Corrien
was married to John B. Evans: they have five

children:

children: Jennie M., Jessie L., Julia F., J. Clifford and Tede M.
Mary E. married William
Stotts; they have two sons. Paul Sheldon and
Phillip Brook.
Mr. Lindsey died February 4,
1899; his widow is still living.
Her father,
Ezra Post, was born in Greene County, New
York, in li'ST. In 1812, he was married to Pattie Pratt: she was born in Rensselearville, Albany County, New York, in 1792. Eight children

were born

to

them:

Melinda, Rubble A., Dor-

John C, Albion, Mary A., Ezra and
The family came to St. Louis,
S. Croghan.
Missouri, in 1825, and moved to this State in
Mr. Post died in 1853; his widow died
1836.
November 28, 1881. Mr. Post was a soldier in
the War of 1812. The ancestry was Scotch and
Welsh.
Charles D. Lindsey is a member of
Horatio Lodge, No. 362, Knights of Pythias,
also of Camp No. 411, Modern Woodmen of
America, and of the Minor of Honor, Grim
Shaft No. 1; he is one of the Supreme Board
May 11, 1887, Mr. Lindsey was
of Directors.
married to Anna Nelson in Oneida; they have
had three children: Hazel B. (died in infancy),
C. Willard and Nelson. Mr. Lindsey is a memIn politics,
ber of the Presbyterian Church.
he is a democrat.
MASTERS, DAVID; Knoxville; Contractor
and builder; born in Maryland July 15, 1845;
linske,

educated in Maryland and Pennsylvania. His
parents, Conrad Masters and Sarah C. Shen-

They had
burger, wers natives of Germany.
Henrietta,
William, John,
eight children:
Henry, Kate and David (twins), Elizabeth and
George. Conrad Masters died in 1891, but his
widow survives. The ancestry of the family
December 24, 1874,
is German on Doth sides.
David Masters was married to Mary J. Haner
in Knoxville; they have had four children:
L. Myrtle, who died in
E.; Harvey D.
her twentieth year; and Edna M. Mr. Masters
In politics, he is a democrat.
is a Presbyterian.
MASTERS, HENRY; Farmer; Knox Township; born in Maryland July 26, 1843: educated
His father, Conrad
in the common schools.
Masters, was a native of Germany, and his
mother, Catherine Shenberger, was born in
York County, Pennsylvania, January 14, 1873,
Henry Masters was married in Knox Township
They have had seven
to Martha D, Lindsey.

Cora

children:
Mary K.;

;

Charles,

Emma

who

F.;

died at the age of eight;
Harley C; Henry C; and

two who died

Mrs. Masters' father,
in infancy.
Charles R. Lindsey, was born in Virginia; he
was married to Mary Post. They had ten children. Mrs. Lindsey is still living. The ancestry
of the family is German, Scotch, Welsh and
Irish.
Mr. Masters is a member of Knoxville
Lodge, No. 66, A. F. and A. M.; also of Eureka
Chapter, Yates City, No. 98, R. A. M. In politics, he is an independent democrat, and has
held the office of School Director.
McWILLIAMS, DAVID: Knoxville; Retired
Farmer; born in Knox County, April 7, 1846;
educated in the common schools. His parents,

Robert and Margaret (Thurman) McWilliams,
His paternal grandwere natives of Ohio.
father, Samuel McWilliams, was from Pennsylvania; his maternal grandfather, John ThurHis ancestry is
man, was from Virginia.
Scotch, French and Swedish, January 11, 1866,
in Knox Coun<-y, Mr. McWilliams was married
they have five chilto Mary E. Rambo:

Frank E., C. Elmer, Lodema
Flora M. married Leonard
Stegall: they have one son, Floyd G. Frank E.
married Ollie West; they have one daughter.
Alma E. Hattie L. married Andrew F. PeterFlora M.,
dren:
A. and Hattie L.

d^^lyl^Ui^/^
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Lodema
son; they havo one son, Francis L.
A. is a teacher in the graded schools of KnoxSeptember 13, 1S0;2, Mr. .McWilliams enville.
listed in Company A, Fourteenth Illinois Cavalry, and was honorably discharged July 18,
1S65, upon a surgeon's certificate of disability.
He is a member of G. W. Trafton Post, G. A. R.,
No. 239, Knoxville. Mr. McWilliams is a republican.

MONTGOMERY, JOHN; Farmer; Knox
Township; born December 2, 1S66, on the old
homestead; educated in the common schools.
His parents, Harvey and Eliza (Maxwell) Montgomery, were born in Knox County, the former
was born January 14, 1834, being the oldest
citizen in Knox Township who was born there.
They were married in Henderson Township
November 15, 1S64; they have three children:
Sarah J., John and Henry. Sarah J. married
John G. Hayes, of Knox Township; they have
one son, Hirry M. Henry married Mary E.
Bowers; they have one daughter living, Jennie.
Harvey Montgomery was fifth in a family of
seven children of John and Margaret (Vaughn)
Montgomery, who were born in Kentucky, the
former in Nelson, and the latter in Barren
County. May 10. 1830. John Montgomery came
to Knox County, and in 1832 settled on the
farm which his grandson now owns. The paternal great-grandfather, Robert Montgomery,
a native of Scotland. The maternal grandparents, Henry Vaughn and Jane Bell, were

was

Kentucky. March 2, 1892, Mr. Montin Galesburg Township to
J. Diinlap; they have one child, Marie G.
Montgomery's
father, Thomas Dunlap,
Mrs.
was born in Flemingsburgh, Kentucky, In 1816,
and came to Illinois when a boy. He was married to Cornelia Anderson, of New York.
They were deaf mutes. They had eight chilEdwin. Caroline, Hattie, Eva E., Sarah,
dren:
Clara, Grace J. and Cornelia. Mr. Dunlap died
The
April 15. 1890; his widow is still living.
ancestry of the family is Scotch and English.
born

in

gomery was married
Grace

In politics, Mr.

Montgomery

NEELEY, JOHNSTON

J.;

is

a democrat.

Farmer;

Knox

in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania,
November 10. 1852; educated in the district
November 15, 1876, Mr. Neeley was
schools.
married, in Knoxville, to Ida A. Metcalf; they

Township; born

have had one daughter, Harriett Maude. Mrs.
Neeley's father, Almanson Metcalf, was born in
Fairview. Cattaraugus County, New York, April
12, 1823. and married Harriet M. Beech in Knox
Township September 1, 1855. Mrs. Neeley was
their only child. Mr. Metcalf was a republican.
He was a prominent Mason of Knoxville, Lodge
No. 400. A. F. and A. M. Mr. and Mrs. Neeley
are members of the Presbyterian Church in
Knoxville. He is a republican.

PARKINS. HIRAM F.; Contractor and
Knox Township; born March 15, 1858,
Knox County. Illinois; educated in the com-

Builder;
in

mon

schools.
The ancestry of the family is
Scotch and Dutch on the paternal side, on the
maternal side. German and English. Mr. Parkins' father. Leven A. Parkins, was a native of
Virginia, while his mother. Martha (Maxey),

^

was born in Kentucky; they had eleven chilByron. Hiram F., James M., Charles, Almon E.
and Annie, who was married to Julius Newton.
Mr. Parkins' father died in July, 1876, but his
mother is still living. Mr. Parkins' paternal
grandfather, James .Madison Farkfns, who married Miss Haptonstall, was born in Virginia. Mr.
Parkins married his first wife. Ida McDaniel, in
Galesburg, January 13, 1880; they had two chilFrederick, born October 11, 18S2; and
dren:
Sarah I. Mrs. Parkins died September 17, 1896.
May 7, 1898, Mr. Parkins was married In East
Galesburg to Mrs. Laura B. (Clutts) Jefferies,
who had one son, Chester, by her first marriage.
Mrs. Parkins' father, Robert Clutts, was born
in Ohio, September 12, 1838, and was married
to Pricey Shelton, a native of Kentucky. They
Mary E.. Charles and
had three children:
Laura B. Mr. Clutts died in 1876, but Mrs.
Clutts is still living. Mr. Parkins is a member
of Hazel Lodge, No. 378, Knights of Pythias, of
East Galesburg. also of East Galesburg Camp,
No. 3436, Modern Woodmen of America. Mrs.
Parkins is a member of Rathbone Marguerite
Temple of Galesburg, Illinois. In religion, Mr.
In
Parkins belongs to the United Brethren.
politics, he is a republican, and for three years
held the office of Alderman.
PECKENPAUGH, WILLIAM L; Knoxville;
born in Knox County, April 30, 1849; educated
His father, James W.
in the public schools.
Feckenpaugh, was born in Indiana; his mother,
Mary (Chaney), was born in Ohio. His paternal grandparents. Solomon and Rachel H. (Williams) Peckenpaugh, his maternal grandfather,
Ezekiel Chaney, were born in Kentucky. His
patjrnal great-gran<iparents were Peter Peckenpaugh and Meally (Abbott). The former of
Pennsylvania. October 9, 1872, Mr. Pecken-

paugh was married in Knoxville to Mary J.
Brown; she was a daughter of John Brown,
born in Ohio, December 28, 1828, and Johanna
(Stenson), a native of Sweden. Mrs. Peckenpaugh lost her father August 30, 1854, and her
mother September 28, 1892. Her ancestry was
English and Swedish. Mr. and Mrs. PeckenArthur B., Harpaugh have four children:
Arthur B.
riet E.. John F. and Clarence W.
married Alice Lawrence July 10, 1S95; they
have one son. Lawrence A. Harriet E. married
Lee Chalmer Wilson, of Knoxville, October 6,
1898.
Mr. and Mrs. Peckenpaugh are members
of the Eastern Star of Knoxville, Faith Chapter
Number 169: Mrs. Peckenpaugh has held the
oflice of Worthy Matron.
Mr. Peckenpaugh is a
member of Pacific Lodge of Knoxville. No. 66.
A. F. and A. M., Rabboni Chapter of Knoxville,
No. 95, R. A. M., also of Illinois Council
Number 1, R. S. M. Mr. Peckenpaugh is in the
tubular well and wind mill business. He is a
member of the Presbyterian Church. He is a
republican in politics, and has held the office of
Alderman, and is a member of the School
Board.
RAMP. ASA; Retired Farmer; Knoxville;
born in Knox County, January 24, 1855; educated in the common schools. His parents. Benjamin and Sarah (Maps) Ramp, were born in

—

KNOX COUNTY.

876

November 20,
latter,
in
They
died
1815,
the
1819.
March,
March
in
1891.
1879,
Asa
16,
Ramp was married to Deborah Wesner
in Knox County; they had three children:
Pennsylvania;

the

former

Electa M., born January

born January

7,

1885;

1,

Waldo

Florence
born August

1880;

B.,

L.,

10,

Mrs.
Ramp was born in Somerset
County, Pennsylvania, March 28, 1859; she was
the daughter of Anthony and Julia Ann Wesner;
the former born in Germany, January 16, 1823,
and died in Knox County October 22, 1876; the
1886.

latter born in Northumberland County, Pennsylvania, December 3, 1819, and died in Knox
County March 4, 1885. Mrs. Ramp's parents were

members of the Methodist Church. Mrs. Ramp
member of the Royal Neighbors of America.

is a
Mr.

Ramp

lived in

Ford County,

Illinois, for five

years; he then moved to Truro Township, and
after a nine years' residence moved to Knoxville, where they have lived for six years.
He
is a member of the M. W. A., No. 411, Knoxville
Camp. Mr. Ramp owns about four hundred and
forty acres of land in Elba and the adjoining
township. In politics, he is a republican.
RIORDAN, JOHN C. (deceased); Knoxville;
Farmer; born in Ireland May 29, 1827; educated
in the common schools.
February 14, 1854, he
was married lo Mary A. Richmond in Haw
Creek Township. Iney had two children: L.
Riley
and
Alice.
Alice
married
Edward
Schwartz; they have one daughter, Louise F.

Mrs. Riordan's father, Linus Richmond, was
born in Connecticut October 4, 1801. He married Sarah Pickrel. They had eight children:
Mary A., David, Jesse, John C, Emily, Eliza,
Guy H. and Solomon. The family came from
Ohio to Illinois in 1834. Mr. Richmona died
December 12, 1887; his wife died October 9,
1853.
In politics, he was a democrat. He died

March

26,

1877.

RUNKLE, JAMES; Farmer; Knox Township,
where he was born January 22, 1836; educated
In Knoxville. Mr. Runkle's parents, Eldert and
Nancy (Bowen) Runkle, were natives of New
York, the former of Albany County, the latter
of Rensselaer County.
His paternal grandfather, John Runkle, was born near the Hudson
river.
South of Albany, while his paternal

grandmother, Helen (Van Woort), was born on
the Mohawk river in Saratoga County, New
York. His
maternal
grandfather,
Nathan
Bowen, was a native of New England. The
ancestry of Mr. Runkle's family on his father's
side was German and Scotch, on his mother's,
Welsh. Eldert Runkle has six children; Eliza-

James, Mary E., Lucy G., George and
He died in 1865; his wife in 1888.
4. 1872, James Runkle was married to
Mehitabel Calwell in Persifer Township. They
have four children, Daisy E., Lucy, Elroy and
Bessie. Daisy E. married William Lotts. Lucy
married Oscar Molter; they have one son,
Archibald. In
politics,
Mr.
Runkle is a
democrat.
beth,

Franklin.

December

SANBURN, JOHN
the

one

first

of

G., the first County Clerk,
Circuit Clerk, the first Postmaster, and
the most prominent men in Knox

County, was born in Canandaigua, New York,
March 13, 1797. His parents were among the
Inherearliest pioneers of western New York.
iting thus the spirit of enterprise, Mr. Sanburn
came to Ohio in the Autumn of 1817. That
winter he taught school, and the next spring,
company with his brother, Nathaniel
in
Sanburn, and three other young men, he worked
his passage down the Ohio river to about the
foot of Indiana. Thence he went overland to
St. Louis and westward to St. Charles, Missouri.
That winter he returned to his native town,
making almost the entire journey on foot. After
two or three years he again went westward and
located at Vandalia, Illinois. In 1830, he came
to Knox County and opened a store in Henderson Grove. He at once took a leading position
in the county, being largely instrumental in
effecting its organization. When Knoxville was
platted, he purchased or procured by assignment a very large proportion of all the lots in
the village. In November. 1831, he married Miss
Althea Owen, sister of Parnach Owen, who survived her husband. They had seven children,
four sons and three daughters. One son, F. G.
Sanburn, lived in Knoxville, where he was president of the Farmers' Bank. Up to his death
John G. Sanburn was one of the best known
men in Knox County. He was a trustee of
Knox College and of Ewing Female Seminary,

now

St.

April

Mary's.

14,

He

died in Knoxville, Friday,

1865.

SMITH, LOUIS

Knoxville; Postmaster;
born January 6, 1862, in Mercer County, Illinois;
educated in Missouri. His father, George F.
Smith, was born in 1836, in Knoxville, his
mother, Clementine M. (Sadler), was born in
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. They had five chilLouis M.; Bert G., who is a school
dren:
teacher; two who died in infancy: and Jessie L.,
a teacher in the High School of Knoxville, who
died October 7, 1894. George F. Smith was
commissioned First Lieutenant, Company E,
One Hundred and Thirty-eighth Illinois Volunteers in 1864, and was honorably discharged
October 14. 1864. He died in 1881, and his wife
Louis M. Smith's paternal grandin May, 1898.
father, Miles Smith, was a native of New York;
his maternal grandparents were John L. and
M.;

Sibbie (Stewart) Sadler. The ancestry of the
family is English, Welsh and Irish. Mr. Smith
is
a member of Knoxville Camp, No. 224,
S. 0. v., has been Captain two terms, and is now
a member of the Division Council. He is also
a member of Horatio Lodge. No. 362, Knights of
Pythias. Mr. Smith belongs to the Methodist
Episcopal church. In politics, he is a republican.

SMITH, MALCOLM; Farmer; Knox Township;

born in Herkimer County, New York.
in the common
15, 1836: educated

December
schools.

The ancestry

of the family

was Scotch

and English. Mr. Smith's parents. James and
Jeal (McCann) Smith, were natives of Scotland.
Mr. Smith came to Illinois in 1856. He was
married March 7, 1860, in Joliet, Illinois, to.
Harriet M. Randall. They had four children:
Fred M., James D., George C, and Maud R.
Fred M.'s second marriage was with Fannie
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(Ingham) of Hornellsville, New York. He had
a daughter, Clarissa, by a former marriage.
James D. is a farmer, and was married to Sarah
George C. and Fred
Lufliin, of Massachusetts.
M. are in the employ of the Union Pacific Railroad. Mrs. Smith's father, Dennison Randall,
was born in Cattaraugus County, New York, in
ISIO, and married Elexemeua Pratt of Hume,
New York. They have five children: Ann
Netta, Harriet M., Esther Y., Dennison P., and
William C. The Pratts were soldiers in the
Revolutionary War, and both families were
represented in the Civil War. For thirty years,
Mr. Smith was connected with the Chicago and
Alton Railroad, during twenty years of which
time he held the position of Trainmaster. Mr.
Smith and family are members of the Presbyterian church. In politics, he is a republican,
and held the office of Supervisor for ten years.
M.; Superintendent for
SMITH,
the Purington Paving Brick Company; Kno.\
Township; born in buffalo. New York, January
His parents,
29, 1860, where he was educated.
Mathew and Margaret (Brown) Smith, were born
His paternal grandparents,
in New York City.
Mathew and Margaret (McCoy) Smith were
His
natives of Ireland, the former of Belfast.
maternal grandparents. James and Jane Brown,
were natives of Scotland. July 12, 18S0, in
Buffalo, New York, Mr. Smith was married to
Elizabeth E. Henry; they have one son, Stephen
H. Mr. Smith is a member of the Veritas Lodge,
No. 478, of Galesburg. Illinois; I. O. O. F., and
the Modern Woodmen of America, East Galesburg, Camp No. 2436. He has served the people
of East Galesburg for four terms as President of
the village. He is a republican.
STEARNS. GARDNER G.; Knoxville; Farmer; born in Conway, Massachusetts, February 9,
His parents,
1836, where he was educated.
George and Fannie (Arms) Stearns, were also
natives of Conway. Mr. Stearns was Captain
of Company A, Seventy-seventh Illinois Volunteers, and was honorably discharged at the close

MATHEW

of the war.

He was wounded

in action,

and was

war at Tyler. Texas. October 2,
was married in Knoxville to Lucy G.
daughter of Eldert and Nancy (Bowen)
George E.,
there were five children:
D., Fred R., Fannie G., and Mary E.
D. married Mary Wertman; Fred R.
Louise Rambo. Mr. Runkle was born in
Albany County, New York, in 1802, where he
was educated in the common schools; he came to
Illinois about 1833, and was a farmer by occupation; he died in June, 1865; Mrs. Runkle died
Elizain October, 1888; they had six children:
beth, James, Mary H., Lucy G., George, and
Frank. In politics, Mr. Stearns was a fearless
republican. For one term he held the office of
Supervisor. His paternal ancestors were English, Dutch and Welsh on the maternal side.
Captain Stearns died August 8, 1898. He was
an attendant at the Presbyterian church.
TATE, JOHN W.; Knoxville; General Grocer;
born January 2, 1842. in Hancock County. Illinois; educated in the pubic schools of Rushville.
Mr. Tate enlisted August 2, 1862, in Company
a prisoner of
1865. he

Runkle,
Runkle;
Arthur
Arthur
married

One Hundred and Nineteenth Illinois Volunteers, and was honorably discharged September
He is a member of G. W. Trafton Post
9, 1865.
of Knoxville, No. 239, Grand Army Republic,
Department of Illinois. December 3, 1868, in
Rushville, Illinois, he married Sarah Neill. They
have had four children: Sussanah, Edward A.,
B,

Louis N. and Marie F. Mr. Tate is a member
of the Methodist Episcopal church.
In politics,
is

a republicau.

THOMAS

TATE,
Grocer;

B.;
Knoxville;
21, 1836, in
Illinois, where he

born September

McDonough County,

General

Macomb,
was edu-

cated in the common schools. His father, Milton A. Tate, was born in Virginia, and his
mother, Martha A. (Broaddus), was born in
Kentucky. His paternal grandparents were
John and Sally ^^ ^un) Broaddus. Mr. Tate
enlisted at Knoxville, August 8, 1862, in Company E, Eighty-third Illinois Volunteers, and
was honorably discharged June 26, 1865, as
Second Lieutenant. He is a member of G. W.
Trafton Post of Knoxville. No. 239, Grand Army
Republic, Department of Illinois. He was mar-

—

ried to

Mary Booth October

8,

1861.

They have

eight children:
Charles E., Carrie A., Nettie,
Mattie, Frank M., John T., Asenath B. and
Jennie. Mr. Tate nas held the offices of Mayor
and Postmaster. He is a Republican in politics.
He is a member of the Methodist Episcopal

Church.

UPSON, ALBERT; Farmer; Knox Township;
born in Summit County, Ohio, May 8, 1842. His
parents, Rowland Weller and Phebe (Randall)
Upson, had eight children: Josephine, Lucy M.,
Albert, Matilda S., Louisa M., Hannah F., and
two deceased. Rowland Upson was born in
Summit County, Ohio, February 6, 1806, and
died in Knox Township May 6, 1875. Phebe
(Randall) Upson was born in New York in
1815, and died in Knox Township May 6,
1884.
His grandfather, Stephen Upson, was

born

in Connecticut in 1775; his grandmother,
Sallie Upson, was born in Connecticut in 1798;
both died in Talmadge, Ohio. Albert Upson
married Hannah M. Case in Knox Township.
January 1, 1867. Her parents, Elisha E. and
Rachel (Morse) Case, are deceased. Mr. and
Mrs. Albert Upson have five children: Florence
M., William D., Nellie E.. George A., and Arthur
Florence M. is married to Mark Noble, Jr.,
E.
of Creston. Iowa; they have three children:
Florence H., Nina Z., and Jessie M. William D.
married Mary T. Fackler, of Knox Township;
they have one son. F. Albert. George A. and
Arthur E. are with their parents on the home
farm. Mr. and Mrs. Albert Upson are members
of the Congregational church.
Mr. Upson is an
independent republican. He lives on the farm
purchased (1851) by his father.

WALBERG, OLA; Farmer; Knox Township;
born January 4. 1831, in Sweden, where he was
June 5, 1869, in Knoxville. Mr.
Walberg was married to Betsey Olson, who was
born in 1838. They have had three children:
Swan. Caroline and Albert. Swan married
Nellie Nelson, who was born in Sweden; they
educated.

have one son, Harry.

Caroline married Peter
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Pierson, of Galesburg; they have one daughter,
married Jettie Heagy, of
Pauline. Albert
Mr. and Mrs. Walberg are memKnoxville.
bers of the Swedish Lutheran church. In politics, Mr. Walberg is a republican.
WARNER, DAVID; Knoxville; Retired
School-teacher; born in Indiana County, PennHis
sylvania, in 1819, where he was educated.
brother, William W. Warner, was born in Pennsylvania November 10, 1825, and married three
times; his first wife was Mary Schranghos, and

they had two children, one of whom is now
living, W. Rufus; his second wife was Mrs.
Elizabeth (Seiper) Lyons; his third wife was
Annie (Roberts) Tice, whom he married December 8, 1875, and by whom he had four children:
Wilber W.; Minnie; Valdora; and David D.,
who died at the age of seven. W. W. Warner

Company D, One Hundred and Third
Volunteers, and was honorably discharged in 1865, on a surgeon's certificate of
He was a member of G. W. Trafton
inability.
Post of Knoxville, No. 239, Grand Army of the
Republic, Department of Illinois. David Warner
married Nancy Wells August 28, 1844, in Pennsylvania. In religion, he is a Presbyterian. He

enlisted in
Illinois

a republican.

is

WESTERFIELD, SAMUEL;
er;

deceased;

Knox Township; born January

Farm-

14, 1S36,

Preble County, Ohio; educated in the

in

common

schools. His parents, Jacob and Amy (Ayers)
Westerfield, were natives of Ohio. The ancestry of the family is Dutch, German and French.
16, 1872, 'n Knox Township, Mr. WesterThey
was married to Mahala Harmony.
had two children: Frank E.; and Eva K., who

May
fielil

died at the age of eleven.

Frank

E. is a

mem-

ber of Camp No. 224, S. O. V., Knoxville, IlliMrs. Westerfleld's father, John Harmony,
nois.
a farmer, was born in Franklin County, Pennsylvania, July 6, 1801, and educated in the
common schools. He was married to Eva
Zumbro of Pennsylvania. They have five chil-

dren:

Helena, Elizabeth,

Anna

B.,

Mahala and

The family came to Knox Township
Z.
Mr. Harmony died December 28, 1893,
in 1853.
December 2,
his wife died February 9, 1888.
1861, Mr. Westerfield enlisted in Company B,

Frank

Second Regiment Colorado Cavalry Volunteers,
and was promoted to Corporal April 25, 1864,
and honorably discharged December 13, 1864.

He died July 31, 1893. Mr. Westerfield was a
member of G. W. Trafton Post, No. 229, KnoxDepartment of Illinois, Grand Army of the
Republic. He was a member of the Presbyterian Church. In politics, he was a republican.
ville

WILSON, THOMAS; Farmer; Knox Township; born in Champaign County, Ohio, November 27, 1835; educated in the common schools.
His father. Francis Wilson, was a native of
Pennsylvania, born in Butler County, March 1,
1809; his mother, Nancy (McPherrin), was born
She was married to Francis Wilson
in Ohio.
January 17, 1833; they had three children:
George W., who died at the age of twentyseven; Elizabeth, who died January 3, 1838;

and Thomas.

Francis Wilson's second marriage
was with Elizabeth McPher-

in September, 1840,

Five children
rin; she died August 15, 1882.
were born to them, three of whom survive:
John, Alexander and Francis M. Francis Wilson died in the Fall of 1896; he was universally

February 20, 1888, Thomas Wilson
was married in Knoxville to Augusta HammarEva 0.,
Thsy had four children:
Harry D., Paul E. and Miriam M. Mrs. Wilson's
father, Carl Hammarstrom, was born in Sweden
May 1, 1825; he was married to Anna C. Carlson, and came to the United States in August,
Charles A.;
1865.
They had six children:
Hilma K.; A. Edward; Augusta; Emma S., who
died at sea in July, 1865; and E. Josephine.
His father and mother are living. The ancestry
of the family is English, Scotch, Irish, and
Swedish. In politics, Mr. Wilson is inde-

respected.

strom.

pendent.

WITHERELL, GEORGE

W.; Farmer; Knox

in
Washington County,
8, 1845; educated in Illinois.
His father, Ephraim Witherell, was born in
Vermont; his mother Rebecca (Donaldson) was
a daughter of Alexander Donaldson, who was
born in Erie County, Pennsylvania. His paternal grandparents, Asaph and Johanna (White)
Witherell, were natives of Vermont; his great-

born
Township;
Indiana, September

grandfather, Noah Witherell, came from England on the Mayflower. His ancestry is EngMay 17, 1866,
lish, Irish, Scotch, and Dutch.
in Knoxville, Mr. Witherell was married to
Martha A. Stoliper; they have eight children,
Flora M., Minnie R., Harmon E., Daisy E.,
Arthur A., Ettie R. and the twins, Clyde A. and
Clara A. Flora M. married George Bredlove;
they have two children living, Mabel and
Harry. Minnie R. married John Drudge; they
have two children, Roy S., and Berneth. Harmon
E. married Lola Myers; they have two children,
Harrie Lee and Helen; they now reside near
Arthur A. married Mamie
Wichita, Kansas.
Peterson; they have one daughter, Geneva.
Daisy E. married James Farrell; they have one
daughter, Hortense. February 11, 1863, Mr.
Witherell enlisted in the Seventy-seventh Illinois Volunteers and was honorably discharged
August 5. 1865. He is a member of G. W.
Trafton Post No. 239, G. A. R., Knoxville, Department of Illinois, also of A. O. U. W., of
Knox Lodge No. 126. Mr. Witherell is a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church. In
He was the first
politics, he is a republican.
President of the First Shaft of the Minor of

Honor.

PERSIFER TOWNSHIP.
By Joseph W.

Miles.

This township is situated in the central part
of Knox County, and is drained by Spoon River
and Court, North and Sugar Creeks.
Its soil is adapted to grazing and agriculture
alike; more or less timber grows in its bottoms
and along its streams; and its mineral resources
include coal and sandstone. Formerly, the
abundance of game was rivaled only by the
profusion of wild fruit. Indian legends tell of
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and lead hidden beneath the ground, and
some fine specimens of ore have been found
along Sugar Creek.
The Santa Fe Railroad runs through Persifer
from west to east, along Court Creek, affording
a direct outlet for farm products to the Chicago

silver

markets.
The present site

of

Dahinda was once an

Indian village, and the poles of their wigwams
stood there for years after the arrival of white
There are twenty-five
or
thirty
mounds on the bluffs near by, which contain
human bones and are presumably Indian graves.
settlers.

Many arrow-heads and

stone axes have been
found, and one branch of the Galena Trail
passes through the township from north to
south, crossing Court Creek at the point where
the Appleton bridge now stands.
The Indian chief Shabona once offered to

show William Morris

a silver mine in the northeastern part of the township, but Mr. Morris
was too distrustful to accompany him.

This same William Morris bought the northwestern corner of Section 26, March 10, 1832,
and he was probably the first settler in Persifer,
and is said to have spent the winter of 1832-3
in a hollow sycamore tree in Spoon River bottoms, just below the Elliott Mill. Nothing is
known of him prior to his settlement here. His
wife, Ruth Vaughn, came from Kentucky, as did
Jesse and Willis Reynolds and Beverly Young.
Charles Bradford was born in Maine. He came
to Ohio when a young man, and to Illinois in
1834, settling in Persifer Township.
He was a
descendant of Governor Bradford, of Puritan
fame, and lived to be over ninety. Several of
his descendants reside near here, among whom
are to be found the familiar names of R. C.
Benson, E. J. Wyman, Jacob Lorance and John
Spear. On coming here he bought Beverly
Young's claim to the eastern half of the northeast quarter of Section 26, moving into the cabin
that had been built by Mr. Young. The next
year he acquired the northwestern quarter of
Section 27, taking up his residence in a double
log house that stood on the northeastern quarter of Section 26.

In 1837 several families came, among them
being those of Edmund Russell, Isaac Sherman,
G. W. Manley, T. D. Butt, Caleb Reece, John
Caldwell and James Maxey. All of these have
many descendants in the county.
Persifer also counts the Hon. George W.
Prince among her sons; although not a pioneer.
R. W. Miles was. before his decease, honored
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by the people with many positions of trust;
having held several township offices and being
twice sent to the Legislature and three times
elected a member of the State Board of Equalization.
He never betrayed the trust reposed in
him.
Mrs. Charles Bradford was buried January 5,
1835, and hers was the first death and burial.
She was interred on her husband's clearing,
on Section 26. The first public cemetery was
on Section 9, the first burial therein being a son

John Henderson. The first Persifer couple
marry was Charles Bradford and Parmelia
Richardson. They were united at Peoria
early in the Spring of 1S3S. The next marriage
in the township, of which any record has been
preserved, was that of Harvey Stetson Bradford
and Hester Whitton. They were joined in
matrimony October 24, 1836, at the home of
of
to

Ann

Charles Bradford. Rev. Mr. Bartlett, a Baptist
minister from Knoxville, performed the ceremony. R. C. Benson and Sarah Bradford were
the next couple to become man and wife, January 5, 1837. They have been not infrequently

mentioned as the
birth

was

to Mr.

couple married. The first
and Mrs. Jesse Reynolds,—

first

daughter.

The State road through Trenton and Knoxwas built in the Fall of 1S38. T. D. Butt,

ville

Caleb Reece and John Coleman were Commissioners.
The first stage road ran past the
Manley and Miles farms and through Trenton,
crossing neither hill nor bridge from Knoxville

The Victoria post road was
The first iron bridge was
where the present Appleton bridge
now stands. That structure was replaced in
1892 by a larger one. There are now several
good iron bridges, including a new one at
to

Spoon River.

also laid very early.
built in 1875,

Dahinda.

The first land plowed in the township was a
six-acre tract in the southeast quarter of the
northeastern portion of Section 26. The first
crops were of wheat and oats, William Morris
raising the wheat and threshing it by horse
power.
Persifer boasts the first mill in Knox County.
It was built by Robert Hendrix, in 1S34, on
Court Creek, just above where the Knoxville

and Victoria road

crosses, in Section 19.
It did
not contain a single piece of sawed timber.
Only corn was ground at first, but subsequently
wheat also was run through the stones. Later
it was transformed into a saw mill, and was
finally

swept away by a flood in

1851.

The next
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was the
mouth of Court Creek, on
Spoon River. It was put up in 1840, by Mr.
McKee. It was originally designed for sawing
logs, but was afterwards made into a flouring
mill, and was for more than twenty years one
It was
of the most important in the county.
torn down in 1881. The third in the township
was built by Charles Haptonstall, about 1848.
It stood on Court Creek, about half a mile above
the present Appleton bridge. Only corn and
buckwheat were ground. The edifice was not substantial, and remained standing but a few years.
The first church building was Bethel Chapel,
built in 1863 on Section 30, and costing eighteen
hundred dollars. There are now five churches.
Those at Bethel and Maxey are Methodist; those
at Mound and Persifer are of the United Brethren denomination and at Dahinda there is a
Mormon Church, of which mention is made
structure

of

this

description

built

Elliott mill, at the

Rev. S. S. Miles preached the first
sermon, in the house of Charles Bradford, in
June, 1836, and organized the first Sunday
school at the same place, in 1838. There are
now six Sunday schools in the township, one at
each of the churches and one at the Town Hall,
at Appleton.
The first school of which any mention is made
was taught by Mary Ann Long, in a cabin onefourth of a mile south of Bethel Church, about
The
1839.
It was supported by subscription.
first school-house was built of logs, about 1841,
and stood on the Wilson and Caldwell farms,
on Section 30. Who taught the first public
below.

school is an unsettled question. Some give
John Mcintosh the honor of being the pioneer
teacher, while others confer it upon Curtis
Edgerton. James and George McPherrin, Neptin, Lucina and Mary Russell, Charles Butt,
Jacob Brunk and John Hearn were pupils.
The township was divided into school districts
January 10, 1846, and there are now nine good
frame school-houses, valued at about ?6,500, in
which two hundred and fourteen pupils are
taught.

None

of the schools are graded.

about
first postofiice was established
and was named by the people in honor o*
General Persifer Frazer Smith. Charles Bradford was the first postmaster, and the office was
in his home, on Section 27. When the township was organized, it took the name of the

The

1847,

postoflBce.

The first house Is supposed to have been a log
cabin on the Morris farm, which was burned
soon after it was built. T. D. Butt erected the

structure intended for a tavern as well as

first

dwelling, in 1837.

was

stood on Section

It

29,

and

for several years a stopping place for trav-

The

house weather-boarded and
painted white was the Easley house on Section
The first frame house was either that of
30.
Captain Taylor, in Trenton, or of Edmund Russell, on Section 31.
The Taylor house was of
native white pine, sawed at the Elliott mill, and
elers.

first

still standing.
The Russell home was built
from hewed hardwood, and was burned about
Both were constructed about 1841.
1886.
James M. Maxey built the first brick house in

is

1851,

making

his

own

brick.

It

is

still

stand-

on Section 4, but is not used as a dwelling.
George W. Manley was the first Justice of the

ing,

Peace.

The

1853, were:

first

G.

town

ofiicers, elected

W. Manley,

April 5,
Supervisor; Richard

James McCord, Assessor; WilButt, Collector; Wilson Pearce, Over-

Daniel, Clerk;

liam T.

seer of the Poor; Francis Wilson, Caleb Reece
and David Cobb, Highway Commissioners; R.
W. Miles and Thomas Patton, Justices; L. A.
Parkins and David Russell, Constables. G. W.
Manley was moderator, and Richard Daniel
clerk, of this election.

The present township

officers are: J. R.

Young,

Supervisor; N. C. Dawson, Clerk; C. I. Butt,
Assessor; John E. Gibson, Collector; J. C. Montgomery, Jacob Lorance and Ole Olson, Highway

Commissioners; O.

P.

Gates and David Russell,

Justices of the Peace; Jerry Wallack and J. J.
Patton, Constables; J. J. Patton, G. W. Butt
and Jacob Lorance, School Trustees; O. P.

Gates, School Treasurer.

The township furnished one soldier to the
Mexican War, Edward Thorp, and a large number of men from Persifer volunteered during

War of the Rebellion. The following is a
of those who entered the army, some of
whom, however, were credited to other places:
the

list

Arthur Wyman,

J. Haptenstall, James WarrensWashington Dilley, William S. HenderAlexander Mitchell, Samuel F. Patton,
James A. and Jefferson W. Donnelly, James McDowell, E. A. Pratt, J. H. Patton, Alfred Russell, Theodore Perkins, Alfred Spidle, Benjamin P. Wills, Jacob Wallack, DeWitt C. Standiford, J. Lutkieweicz, Anthony Blair, William
Flynn, J. D. Green, T. J. Gordon, William Haptenstall, William B. McElwain, Edwin Phillips,
Warren Russell, James O. Wallack, H. Benson,
H. K. Benson, Benjamin Flynn, Levan Parkins,
N. Zimmerman, J. A. Irving, William Russell,
S. J. Maxey, Hiram
Elliott, Albert Bullard,

ford,

son,

^

^

M.\^^:^0 7UA^
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Peter F. Dillon, Winslow H. Bradford, E. Bui-

Saints."

James Daniel, William Daniel, Warren
and James Elliott, T. B. Farquer, Alfred Gard-

ing

lard,

George Miranda, Theophilus Farquer, J. F.
W. Butt, Isaac Wilhelm,

ner,

Mire, Samuel Kite, D.

W.

G. Sargeant, G. W. Butt, Daniel Flood, Milton Dipper, Charles Haptenstall, John Suther-

Thomas Wesley and

land,

Mire, Green White,

F.

Dalton,

Samuel

Gullett,

S.

M. Butt. Richard

Samuel Strine, Drury
William Bolden and

S. C. Arie.

The veterans now

living

in

Persifer

are:

Frank Beamer, G. W. Butts, Silas Berkshire,
William Dalton, George England, T. B. Farquer,
Alfred Gardner, Jacob La Folplette, David
Ramp, Jerry Syler, William G. Sargeant, Simeon
Temple, James Warrensford and Jerry Wallack.
Charles Clark was the only volunteer during
the Spanish-American War of 1S9S.

Trenton was

on the northwest quaron
July 30, 1839, by Hiram Bowman. It once contained a grocery, a small pottery and brick yard
and a tavern. There are now two dwellings on
laid out

ter of the southeast quarter of Section 25,

the

site.

APPLETON.
The village was laid out by the Hon. J. H.
Lewis, in the Spring of 1SS8, on the southeast
quarter of Section 16. Mills Voris was the surveyor. It contains a freight and express office,
two stores, a grain elevator, a blacksmith shop,
a carpenter shop, a lumber yard and nine dwellE.

ings.

J.

Steffln is postmaster.

Persifer

Town

which cost over six hundred dollars, is
Some grain and a large quantity of stock
are shipped from here annually.
During the
last year W. H. McElwain shipped more than
Hall,
here.

fifty

cars of hogs.

DAHINDA.
This place was laid out in the Summer of
18SS, by the Santa Fe Town and Land Company. It is held in the name of the president
of that company and contains 47.74 acres.
It
stands on the northwest quarter of Section 24.
It contains a freight and express office, two
stores, a blacksmith shop, a grain elevator, and
twenty-five dwellings, one of which is a boarding house. The railroad has a pump house and
tank, and a fine bridge over Spoon River. R. J.
Bedford is the village doctor and William G.
Sargeant is postmaster and notary. There is a
good school house, and a Mormon church, dedicated in 1896 under the name of "The Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day

D. C.

man

Smith

is

the minister and lead-

of this organization.

FRANK

S.

UEAMEK.

Mr. Frank S. Beamer is a careful and thrifty
farmer, and one of the successful men in Persifer Township.
in Gettysburg,

He was born March 10, 1844,
Adams County, Pennsylvania,

in the same county.
The family is of German descent. His paternal
grandfather died in Maryland. Jacob Beamer,
father of Frank S., was born in Carroll County,
Maryland, and died in Gettysburg. Pennsylvania. His mother, Ann Polly, was a daughter
of John Wentz; she died in Gettysburg.
Mr. Beamer was reared on a farm in Adams
County. Pennsylvania. In October, 1S62, at the
age of eighteen, he enlisted for nine months in
Company G., One Hundred and Fifteenth Regiment of Pennsylvania troops, taking the place
of a poor cousin who was the head of a large
family; the consideration he received from

and received his education

He
his cousin, for this service, was a horse.
served in the Department of Fortress Monroe
until July, 1863, when he was honorably discharged. In August, 1864, he re-enlisted, in an
independent company of U. S. cavalry, for one
hundred days. February 15, 1865, he enlisted in
Company G. of the Seventy-fourth Pennsylvania
Volunteers, and was honorably discharged September, 1S65. After the war, Mr. Beamer remained in Pennsylvania until the Spring of 1867.
It was on the 18th of March of that year that
he arrived in Knoxville, Illinois, where he
bought a team with money he had saved while
he was in the army, and went to farming two
miles north of Gilson. He lived nine years on
a farm in Knox Township, and bought one hundred and sixty acres of land in Persifer Township, the southwest quarter of Section 8, where
he removed in the Spring of 1877 and began to
improve the farm. He has given especial attention to stock-raising, and it is in this that he
has had the greatest success. He not only feeds
his cattle all the grain from his farm, but buys
a large amount for the same purpose. He now
owns three hundred and ninety-five acres of
land.

February 25, 1869, Mr. Beamer was married
Knoxville to Mary E., daughter of James
England, deceased, formerly of Bedford County,
Pennsylvania. Mr. and Mrs. Beamer have had
two children: Harry E.; and Maggie A., wife
of Charles Myers.
Mr. Beamer is a member of the G. A. R. at
Knoxville. In politics, he is a republican; he
has been Road Commissioner, and has held
in

school

offices.

(iEORCiE STEVEXS,

The early life of George Stevens was one of
roving and adventure. He was horn in Philadelphia, and was but a small lad when he ran

away from home and went by sailing vessel to
New Orleans, where he was taken sick and went

An old gentleman conceived a
friendly interest for the young adventurer, and
to the hospital.

KNOX COUNTY.
took him to his home, but the roving spirit
was too strong, and young Stevens left his
kind-hearted friends and went into Mexico,
where he herded sheep. He went from Mexico
to California in 1849, and then to Denver, Colorado, where he worked in a saw and flour mill
for D. C. Oakes.
He afterwards went to Leadville with Isaac N. Rafferty and engaged in gold
mining. They remained there only about two
months, during which time they secured about
$24,000 in gold, which they took to the mint in
Philadelphia and had made into coin.
Mr. Stevens made and lost several fortunes;
and returning to Denver, he engaged in the real
estate and brokerage business.
He returned
East to Madison County, Ohio, where his former
partner, Mr. Rafferty, resided, and when Mr.
Rafferty came to Illinois to be married, Mr.
Stevens came with him, and in 1860, bought the
old Robinson White farm in Persifer Township,
Section 28. The farm comprised four hundred
and seventy acres and Mr. Stevens leased it for
five years.
He then went to Nevada where he
became a successful mine operator, at one time
employing six hundred men. He made three
trips to California on horseback, riding a famous Indian pony, "Mitchell," purchased from
the Indians. The pony reached the age of thirtyseven.
Mr. Stevens was an excellent business man,
and bought and sold much stock and real estate;
at the time of his death he owned twelve hundred and fifty-seven acres of land. On account
of his physical and mental endowments he was
a leader among men, and his sterling, manly
qualities were quickly recognized by western
people. He was a famous athlete, and among
the Indians and frontiersmen, many stories were
told of his feats in jumping and running. He
was a personal friend of the famous Kit Carson,
and later was one of the dashing and daring
riders of the "pony express."
His character
was active, honest, straightforward and openhearted.

Mr. Stevens was married to Hannah P. Rafferty, in Galesburg, Illinois.
Six of their children are now living: Lucinda B., wife of Jacob
DeBolt: George W.; Mary V., wife of George K.
Sherman, of Knoxville; Eleanor E., wife of
Geortz West, of Galesburg; John B.. and Milo
A. Mrs. Stevens was a daughter of William B.
and Susanna (Denny) Rafferty, of Abingdon,
who came to Illinois when Mrs. Stevens was
fourteen years of age. Since she was thirteen
years of age she has been a member of the
Christian Church.
In politics, Mr. Stevens was a democrat, and
he was ever Interested and well posted in national affairs.

He

died

March

26, 1897.

Mr. Wyman came to Persifer Township, Knox
County, Illinois, when twenty-four years of age.
He was a single man, and began life on a small
scale.
When he arrived in Illinois, he had as
capital $210 in cash, with which he bought
stock and grazed and fed them. Prospering in
this undertaking, he soon after purchased eighty
acres of land. He was in debt, but was possessed with energy which insures success. He
was soon able to discharge all his indebtedness,
and to engage in larger business enterprises.
He bought more stock, and purchased more land
so that at one time he owned not less than
twelve hundred acres. If Mr. Wyman now possesses less land than formerly, it is because he
has adopted the plan of giving a farm to each
of his sons.
Mr. Wyman is a wealthy man, a
generous and kind-hearted father. These qualities of mind and of heart are as clearly exhibited in the wider relations of life as in those
of the family. He is a good counsellor, a trusted
friend, a kind neighbor, and is always ready to
extend a helpmg hand to the unfortunate and
the distressed. Honest in his dealings with his
fellowmen, he has made it clear to those who
know him that wealth may be accumulated
with no taint of dishonor; that a strong purpose aided by integrity, economy, and perseverance, is still the most potent factor in securing the double harvest of life material prosperity and a noble manhood.
Mr. Wyman was married to Hannah, daughter
She died
of Daniel Taylor, December 22, 1854.
April 8, 1864; there were three children: Henry,
who married Lovina Montgomery; Charles, who
married Effie Wilson; and Eunice Ann, the wife

—

of

Edward

Russel.

October 17, 1867, he married, at Knoxville, IlliKatharine, daughter of Frederick and
Eliza (Hammond) Mundwiler. Three children
were born to them: Eliza, wife of Guy Manley;
Arthur, who married Fannie Farquer; and Ida
wife of Harvey England.
Mrs. Wyman's
J.,
father was born in York County, Pennsylvania;
her mother was a native of Franklin County, in
the same State; they came to Knox County, Illinois, when Mrs. Wyman was twenty years of
nois,

age.

He has not
Mr. Wyman is a republican.
sought office; but for many years served his
township in the capacity of Road Commissioner, and his influence in town affairs has
been extensive and valuable.
ADAMS, AUSTIN; Farmer; Persifer Township; born October 3, 1868, in Elba Township,
Knox County, Illinois. His father, Ziba Adams,
and his mother, Delia Gullet, were natives of
Ohio. He received his education in Elba TownMr. Adams was marship and in Galesburg.
ried to Susie Rafferty,

JOHX WTMAN.

Illinois.

John Wyman, son of Arthur and Anna (Salts)
Wyman. was born in Vinton County, Ohio, July
1830.
He received a common school education.
His father was a native of
York
State.
His maternal grandfather was Edward
2.5,

New

March

15, 1899, at

Peoria,

Mr. Adam's father came from Ohio to

Knox County about

and settled in Persifer
Township, and later removed to Elba Township.
In early life he worked on a farm, and in 1892,
began farming for himself in Persifer Township.
Mr. Adams has those habits of industry and
economy which are at once the prerequisites
and the harbingers of success. In religious be1846,

GEORGE STEVENS.

I

KX
lief.

Mr.

Adams

is

a Methodist.

He

is

a

X V
demo-

crat.

ANDERSON,

PETER:
Sweden

Farmer;

Persifer

where he
was educated. His parents were Andrew and
Mary (Olson) Anderson, of Sweden. He was
married Decsmoer, 1S89, in Marshall County,

Township; born

Illinois, to

in

in

1S44,

Elizabeth Carr. daughter of

Edwin

and Catherine (Foster) Carr, of Ohio. Their
children are; Christine Mabel and Paul E. Mr.
Anderson came from Sweden in 1869 and began
as a farm hand near Knoxville. Illinois. With
his earnings he bought a farm in 1888. and by
energy and economy established himself near
Dahinda and became a prosperous farmer. Mr.
Anderson was a member of the Lutheran
Church. In politics, he was a republican. He
died Julv

24,

DAWSON,
Farmer;

1899.

CHRISTOPHER

COLUMBUS;

Persifer Township;

born August 25,
Educated in Knox County. His
parents were James and Margaret (Claypole)
Dawson, of Ohio. Mr. Dawson was married to
Filetta Corbin in 1869, in Persifer Township.
Their children are;
Leon Lewis; Joseph
1846, in Ohio.

Rollie; James Albert: Charles Wilbert; Nellie
Alvilda: Etta May; Jasper Winfield; and Harley.
an infant, deceased. Mr. Dawson's parents came
to Knox County when he was eight years of age,
and settled on a farm, where they lived until
the death of his mother. His father then sold

out and went to Kansas, where he died.

Mr.

Dawson remained

in Knox County and still
lives on his farm near Dahinda.
His family are
at home with the exception of one son. Lewis,

who married and is farming elsewhere. Mr.
Dawson is a democrat and has been a School
Director.

GARDNER, ALFRED; Farmer; Persifer
18, 1839, in Ohio; educated in Knox County, Illinois.
His father,
Alfred Gardner, was born in New York State;
his mother, Jane (Collins) Gardner, was a native
of
Ohio;
grandfather,
Caleb
his
Gardner, was born in the State of New
York: his grandmother's name was Lydia
Thurston; his maternal grandfather, John
Collins, was a native of Virginia, and his

Township; born July

UN

'1"

883

Y.

GULLETT,

JOSHUA;

Farmer and

black-

smith; Persifer Township; born June 12, 1823,
in Putnam County, Indiana; educated in Indiana and North Carolina.
His parents were
Joshua GuUett. from Delaware, and Barbara
(Housh) Gullett from Germany: his paternal

were Joshua Gullett, of Ireland,
and Elizabeth (Barnes) Gullett, of Nantucket,

grandp.-jrents

Massachusetts;

his
maternal
grandparents
were Adam and Becka Housh, of Germany. Mr.
Gullett was married to Deliah Upton, in North

Carolina in 1849. Their children are: William,
deceased; Barbarian; and Mary Marlish, deceased.
The grandfather of Mr. Gullett fought
in the Revolution.
His parents were married
in Indiana and cams to Illinois in 1839; the
father died in 1880.
Mr. Gullett retained part
of the homestead, and has increased its area by
purchase.
He is a blacksmith by trade, and
has a shop on his farm. He is one of the oldest and mo5t respected citizens of Persifer
Township. Mr. Gullett is a democrat.
HINTHORN, JOHN F.; Station Agent at
Dahinda, Persifer Township, Knox County; was
born in McLean County, Illinois, June 3, 1858.
His parents, Silas James and Rachel (Lindsey)
Hinthorn, were married in Fulton County, Illi-

and began their married life in McLean
County, on a farm where his father had lived
from childhoo.1
To them were born two sons,
the younger dying in infancy.
When about
three years of age his mother was taken sick
with quick consumption, and the family removed to Fulton County, to her father's, where
she died after an illness of about six months.
His father returned to McLean County, leaving
John F. with his grandparents, Reuben Lindsey
and wife. Soon after the breaking out of the
Civil War, his father enlisted in one of the
volunteer companies then being organized in
Bloomington, Illinois, and served about three
years, nearly all of which time he was in active
service, without having received a wound.
He
lived in McLean, Woodford, and Tazewell counties until his death near Peoria in April, 1899.
at the age of sixty-six years. John F. Hinthorn
remained with his grandparents, near Vermont,
Illinois, until eighteen years of age, when he
nois,

maternal grandmother, Beca (Ennas), was also
a native of Virginia. The Gardner family came
from Ohio to Knox County when Alfred was
three months old. and settled on a farm in
Persifer Township. In 1862, Mr. Gardner enlisted in Company H, One Hundred and Second
Illinois Volunteer Infantry, serving
till
the
close of the war. He was with Sherman's army,
and took part in all the battles in which the
regiment was engaged. He endured many
hardships, and his health was so impaired that
he has never fully recovered; he draws a pension.
Mr. Gardner was married to Sarah E.
Lorance. November 3, 18.5.5. in Iowa. Thirteen
children have been born to them:
Alfred,
Isaac H., Eliza Jane, and Jacob H.. deceased:
Sherman: Martha H.; Charlie; Albert; Mary;
Benjamin; Leonard; Verner; and Lorance. Mr.
Gardner is a Protestant. In politics, he is a

went

republican.

died

to Bushill,
Illinois,
and learned the
trade of harnessmaking. at which he worked
until 1882.
He then studied telegraphy and
sti-tion agency on the Wabash, St. Louis and
Peoria Railroad, at Waverly, Illinois, where he
worked for five years, finally leaving the service of that company at Grafton, Illinois.
He
immediately went to Kansas and accepted a like
position with the Atchison. Topeka and Santa
Fe Railroad, working at various places until
February, 1888, when he accepted a similar
position at the company's station at Dahinda,
Illinois,

Hinthorn

where he is
was married

employed. Mr.
Asenath Booth at

still

to

November 1, 188.5. They
have two children: James E. and Clinton B.
Mrs. Asenath Hinthorn was born and reared in
Knoxville. Illinois. Her father. Edwin Booth,
Knoxville.

was born

Illinois,

in Connecticut,

November

25,

1885.

February

26, 1810,

and

Her mother, Nancy

KNOX COUNTY.
(Fuller)

Booth, was born in

New York

State

10, 1819, and died February 8, 1899.
Mr.
and Mrs. Booth were married in the East and

July

moved

to Illinois at a comparatively early day,
finally settling in Knoxville, where they resided until their death. They had three chil-

dren, Asenath being the youngest.
She is a
of true Christian character, a faithful
wife and devoted mother.
Mr. and Mrs.
Hinthorn are especially interested in church and
faunday school work, and are members of the

woman

Methodist Church, Mr. Hinthorn being Superintendent of the Sunday school. In politics, Mr.

Hinthorn

is

a prohibitionist.

MILES, JOSEPH W.; Farmer;

Persifer

Town-

where he was born March 6, 1864; educated in the common schools and at Knox ColHis parents were Rufus W. Miles, ot
lege.
Newark, Ohio, and Mary Jane (Bruce) Miles,
of Walingtord, Vermont. His paternal grandparents were Rev. Solomon S. Miles, born in
Belpre, Ohio, in 1794, and Eliza Ann (Gilmore)
Miles, of Rutland, Vermont:
his
maternal

married to Anna E. Diefenderfer in 1859, at
Knoxville, Illinois; they have eleven children:
William Alexander, Alpheus J., Ulysses, Frank,
Romane, Ellen Jane, George S.,
Victoria,
Claude W., Anna Myrtle, Ivy Glenn. Mr. SuthHis
erland was educated in Pennsylvania.
father, Alexander Sutherland, came with his
family from Pennsylvania to Knox County,
Illinois, In April, 1852, and settled on a farm in
Persifer Township. Samuel went to California,
and in three years he accumulated sufficient
means to purchase the farm on which his
father first located, after which his father and
mother came to live with him. His father died
in 1870; his mother is still living at the age of

ship,

eighty-six years, being at this time the oldest
A poor boy, Mr.
person in the township.
Sutherland began life by working by the
month, and through persistent energy and
economy, has become one of the most prosperous farmers in Knox County. In politics,
Mr. Sutherland is a republican, and has held
Collector,

Constable,

grandparents were Silas and Hannah D. (Scott)

Commissioner of Highways, Trustee
and is at present School Director

of Schools,
in District

Bruce, of Vermont; his paternal great-grandparents were Captain Benjamin and Hannah
(Buckminster) Miles, of Massachusetts, the former of Rutland. Mr. Joseph Miles was married ,in Persifer Township, Section 28. September 6, 1896, to Mary E. Derham.
Their two
children are deceased.

MILES, RUFUS W.: Farmer; born SeptemNewark, Ohio; educated in the
common schools of Ohio, and at Knox College,
Galesburg, Illinois. His parents were Rev. S. S.
Miles, of Belpre. Ohio, and Eliza Ann (Gilmore)
Miles, of Rutland, Vermont. His paternal grandparents were Benjamin and Hannah (Buckminber

2i, 1822, at

ster) Miles, of Massachusetts, the former of
Rutland. His maternal grandfather was John
Gilmore; his paternal great-grandparents were
Captain Benjamin Miles, and Mary (Hubbard)
Miles, of Concord, Massachusetts.
Rufus W.
Miles came to Illinois in 1836. when fourteen
years old. He crossed the plains in 1850, returning in 1851 by way of Panama and New
York. Mr. Miles was married near Knoxville
January IS, 1849, to Mary J. Bruce. Their children are:
Lucy W., Hannah E., Emma M.,
James H., Rufus H., Joseph W., M. Jennie. Mr.
Miles was a member of the Presbyterian
Church. In politics, he was a republican, and
during the last forty years of his life he was
almost constantly in public office. The public
service that he liked best to remember was that
rendered as a member of the building committee of the Knox Countv Alms House.

SUTHERLAND, SAMUEL:

Farmer: Persifer

Township: born January 14, 1839, in Athens
County, Ohio. His father, Alexander Sutherland, was born in Washington Coimty, Pennsylvania: his mother. Harriet Leeper, was born
in the same State; his grandfather, John Sutherland, was a native of Glasgow, Scotland; his
grandmother was a native of Maryland; his
maternal grandfather, Samuel Leeper, and his
maternal grandmother, Ann Evert, were natives of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Sutherland was

the

No.

office

of

Assessor,

2.

SUTHERLAND, WILLIAM ALEXANDER;
Farmer; Persifer Township: born October 19,
His father,
1859, in Truro Township, Illinois.
Samuel Sutherland, was born in Athens County,
Ohio; his mother, Ann Elizabeth (Diefenderfer)
Sutherland, was born in Union County, Pennsylvania; his grandparents, Alexander and Harriet (Leeper) Sutherland, were natives of Pennsylvania, the latter of Washington County.
John Sutherland, the great-grandfather of

William Alexander, was born in Glasgow,
Scotland: his great-grandmother was Susan
Norris. Mr. Sutherland was married to Emma
Prosser July 2, 1884, in Stark County, Illinois.
Two children have been born to them: CharJohn Prosser, the
lotte I., deceased; and Fern.
father of Mrs. Sutherland, was born in England;
her mother, Elizabeth Prosser, was a native of
Pennsylvania. Mr. W. A. Sutherland began life
for himself at the age of nineteen years, and
found employment in Stark County. He attended school for several winters and obtained a good
common school education.
and
Mrs.
Mr.
Sutherland
removed
to

Knox County

in the
Pall of 1884, having
saved enough money while working by the
month to make a payment on his farm in
Persifer Township, upon which he now lives.
Mr. Sutherland has shown much interest in the
progress of Persifer Township, and has held the
office of Township Clerk for eight years with
credit to himself and to the satisfaction of his
fellow townsmen.
He is a member of the
Masonic order, and has attained the degree of
Chapter Mason: he is also a member of the
Modern Woodmen of America. Mr. Sutherland
is a man of energy and push, and with the assistance of an economical wife, has paid for his
farm under adverse circumstances. In politics,
he is a republican.

WILSON, FRANCIS M.; Farmer and stockbreeder; Persifer Township; born on the home-

ry^^'i^

^/^t^-h^rx^^t^^

KNOX COUNTY.
stead,

which he now owns, September

1,

1849;

educated in Galesburg.
His father, Francis
Wilson, was twice married; first, to Nancy McPherrin; the second marriage was with Elizabeth McPherrin, both o£ whom were born in
Ohio. Of the first marriage there were three
George W., Thomas and Elizabeth.
children:
His first wife died January 3, 1838. Mr. Wilson
had seven children by his second wife; John;
James A.; Francis M.; Drucilla J. and Mary

C,
1882.

The mother died August 15,
deceased.
Mr. F. M. Wilson was married to Clara

A. Thomas, in Kansas, January 13, 1SS6. There
Ella, who died in her
were four children:
ninth year; F. Earle; Harley R.; and Nellie M.
Mrs. Wilson's father, William Thomas, was
born in Warren County, Indiana, in 1S36, and
was educated in the common schools. He married Elizabeth Odell, of his native county; there
were nine children: Adeline. James. Clara A.,
Julia, Maryette, Harry, Edward, Franklin and
Myrtle. Both parents are now living in Kansas.
Mr. Wilson's family came to Knox County in
18,S6, and settled in Persifer Township in 1838.
The ancestry of the family is Scotch-Irish and
Welsh. Mr. Wilson is one of the trustees of the
Methodist Episcopal Church. In politics, he is
a democrat.
WYMAN, ARTHUR; Farmer; Persifer Township, where he was born October 2, 1S70; educated in the common schools. He was married
in Knox
to Fannie Farquer, July 27, 1893,
County; they have three children: Clana Gertrude, Earl G. and Lena. His father, John Wyman, was born in Ohio; his mother's name was
Mr. Arthur Wyman's
Katharine Mundwiler.
father came to Knox County, Illinois, from
Ohio when a young man. He had scant savings
dollars
a month while
wages
at
thirteen
from
working in Ohio. By hard work, careful man-

agement, and

strict

economy, he has become

the possessor of several farms and much stock.
He has six children, and to each of his sons, as
they settle in life, he gives a farm provided with
the necessary equipments. Mr. Arthur Wyman
has one hundred and sixty acres of land; he is
a successful farmer and interested in the
progress of the community in which he lives.
In politics, Mr. Wyman is a republican, and was
for some time a School Director.
Farmer; Persifer
WYMAN,
J.;

EDWARD

Township; born January 10, 1833, in Vinton
His
County, Ohio, where he was educated.
paternal grandfather, John Wyman, was a native of New York and died in Ohio in 1839, at
His father, Arthur
the age of seventy-six.
Wyman, was born February 5, 1807, and came
from Steuben County, New Y'ork; his mother,
Anna Salts, born June 1, 1807, was a native of
Ross County, Ohio. Arthur Wyman came to
Knox County with his family of nine children in
1853.
They sailed down the Ohio River from
Pomeroy, Ohio, and up the Mississippi and Illinois rivers to Peoria and thence by wagon to
Knox County, where he bought three hundred
and twenty acres of land. He was one of the
United Brethren, and was instrumental in
building the first log school house in the

district.
10, 1884.

885

He

died in 1876; his wife died January
Edward J. Wyman was reared in

Persifer Township. He has added to his first
purchase of eighty acres of land anil now owns
February
five hundred and forty-nine acres.
married to
4, 1858, in Stark County, he was
Susan Elizabeth Bradford. Six of their chilMrs. Mary A. Eiker,
dren attained maturity:
deceased; Mrs. Alice E. Stetfen; William P.;

Minerva J.; Clark E.; and Rufus C. Mrs. Wyman's father, Harvey Bradford, was born iu
Maine, September 27, 1809, and was the son of
Charles and Elizabeth (Brown) Bradford, who
were active abolitionists and came to Illinois
Charles and his son, Harvey S., were
in 1833.
highly respected in the community. Mrs. Wy-

man

has held the

office of

School Treasurer for

two years. The Bradfords were descendants of
Governor William Bradford, of the Mayflower.

In religion, Mr. Wyman belongs to the United
Brethren. In politics, he is a republican, and
has held numerous local offices, including that
of Supervisor for seven years, Constable eight
He has
years and Treasurer thirteen years.
been Director and Trustee almost continually.
Y^OUNG, JOHN R.; Farmer; Persifer Township; son of Robert Young; born May 23, 1852,
on the Y'oung homestead. Section 30. Persifer
Township; educated at the Knoxville High
He married
School and Hedding College.
Samantha Lotts, in Haw Creek Township, December 8, 1875; there were four children: Earl
May 10.
L., John R., Trella W. and Merrill h.
1889, his first wife died. November 3, 1891, he
married Mary A., daughter of George England;
two children were born to them: Leon D. and
an infant daughter. Mr. Young's college education did not unfit him for farm work, and knowing that he could make a success of farming,
he chose that as his life work. He has made a
success, beginning in a small way, and now
owns four hundred and sixteen acres in Persifer
Township, three hundred and seventy-five acres
being in one tract and well improved. He is a
progressive farmer. He has educated his chiland John R.,
dren; his two oldest sons. Earl
graduated at the Knoxville High School, the
former teaching his first school in the Winter
'99.
republican
in
Young
is
a
Mr.
of 1898 and
politics, and has been Supervisor ten years. He
filled the office of Road Commissioner from
1885 to 1888, and in 1888, was elected Assessor.
On the Board of Supervisors, he has been chairman of the Road and Bridge Committee since
1894, and has rendered valuable services to the
1...

county.

Mr. Young

Woodmen

of

is

a

member

America and

of the Modern
of the A. F. and A. M.,

Gilson Lodge, No. 3161.

YOUNG, ROBERT LINCOLN; Farmer;

Per-

sifer Township, where he was born November
He was educated in Knox County.
14, 1863.
His father, Robert Young, was born in Warren

County, Ohio, and
(Johnston) Young,
County, Ohio. His
Young, was born in

his mother,

Mary

Fowler

was a native of Claremont
paternal grandfather. Jacob
Germany;

his

grandmother,

Elizabeth Young, was born in Philadelphia; his
maternal grandfather. Edward C. Johnston,

KNOX COUNTY.
came from New Jersey. His maternal grandmother, Hannah F'owler (Rusling) Johnston,
was a native of England. Mr. Robert L. Young
was married to Emma E. England, September
They have one child, Harold Ewart.
17, 1890.
The parents of Mr. Young moved from Ohio to

Knox

County, Illinois, in 1844, and settled on
the farm where they now live. Through energy
and economy they have accumulated a large esMr. Voung now lives on the farm with
tate.
his father, and is successfully engaged in genIn addition,
eral farming and stock raising.
he cultivates a valuable farm of his own, consisting of two hundred and sixty-eight acres
of land. Mr. Young has always taken much interest in the welfare of the township. In early
life he taught in its schools and has later held
the offices of Highway Commissioner, School
Treasurer and School Director, the latter office
he is now holding for the fifth year. Mr. Young
In poliis a member of the Methodist Church.
tics, he is a republican.

TRURO TOWXSHIP.
By

L. J. Balrd.

townSpoon River enters it
in Section 12 and flows out from Section 31,
winding through it for fifteen or sixteen miles
and touching sixteen sections. This river and
its branches, which liberally water Truro, pass
through timber lands which formerly extended
over half the township. Of late years, however,

Next

ship in

to Persifer, this is the roughest

Knox County.

timber has been gradually disappearing,
it stood having been coninto almost treeless pastures, which
have proved a source of greater profit. North
of Sijoon River, the land is mostly rolling; on
the south stretches a level, fertile prairie.
About one-sixth of the township is underlaid
with a good quality of coal, which, \vith the
timber, affords an excellent supply of fuel.
The first settlement was made on Section 19,
in 1832, by John Dill. The first birth was that
of Andrew Dill, in 1833. During that year Rev.
John Cummings performed the first marriage
ceremony, uniting Jake Ryan and Miss StamIn 1832, within Section 30, Malon
baugh.
Winans, a United States mail carrier, was
drowned while attempting to swim Spoon River
with a mail bag strapped to his back. This was

this

the land on which

verted

split into halves and
and these were placed
from ten to fifteen feet
above the ground, where they rested, with their
ghastly human skeletons projecting above their
tops. In 1836, the pioneers took them down and
gave them "white man's burial."
In 1834, Rev. John Cummings preached the
first sermon at the home of Widow Lambert,
on Section 31. The first school house was built
There are now seven
in 1848, on Section 33.
frame school houses, valued at about seven
Of the four
thousand, five hundred dollars.
hund-ed and forty-seven persons under the age
of twenty-one, two hundred and seventy-three
attend the public schools, one of which is

graves.

Logs had been

hollowed out for

cofl5ns,

in the forks of trees,

graded.

Rensselaer Johnson was the

first

Justice of

the Peace.
April

The

5,

first

1853,

the township

election

of

officers

was organized.
resulted

in

the

choice of the following persons:
Augustus
Lapham, Supervisor; J. P. Cadwell, Clerk; Ben-

jamin Sweat, Assessor; Levi Seward, Collector;
Thomas Ross, Overseer of the Poor; Thomas
Crawford, Luther Rice and Joseph Wilder,
Highway Commissioners; Thomas Ross and
Joseph Oberholtzer, Justices of the Peace.
The population in 1860 was seven hundred
and thirteen; in 1870, eight hundred and ninetynine; in 1880, seven hundred and seventeen; in
1890, eight hundred and sixty-five; and at present it is estimated at eleven hundred.
Truro Township is inhabited by prosperous
farmers. The land is well tilled, and dotting the
pastures are herds of well-bred hogs, horses,
sheep and cattle.
The farms are fairly well
improved, and the people contented and happy.
The population is composed chiefly of American born citizens of English, Irish, Scotch and
Swedish ancestry. The hardy pioneers are fast
passing away, but they have left energetic and
intelligent descendants. Although thus sprung
from various stocks, they are all intensely
American in their patriotism. Adorning the
walls of their homes are to be found not only
the portraits of the heroes of their Fatherland,

whom they are justly proud, but also those
Washington, Lincoln and other eminent
Americans, who hold no second place in their

death.
Within this same section, in
John Coleman started a ferry across Spoon
River, at a point which was long known as
Coleman's Ferry, but afterwards came to be
called Trenton. Here the first postoffice was established, during the same year.

of

On the northwest quarter of Section 31, the
first white settlers found a number of Indian

vancing charitable and educational enterprises.
In such perfect assimilation of different nation-

the

first

1834,

of

affections.

Here also

is

found a generous religious

tol-

erance, Protestant and Catholic joining in ad-

K

O

.\

X

and in such broad t-harity in the mutter
of religious faith as are found here," lies one of
the strongest guarantees of the future grandeur
and perpetuity of our country.
alities,

WILLIAMSFIELD.
L'ntil
1SS7, Truro was without a railway.
During that year the main line of the Santa Fe
was laid across the township, and on April 24,
18S8, Williamsfield was laid out by E. B. Purcell, on Section 23.
Later, Galesburg capitalists
interested themselves in the project, and prowith
so
moted it
much vigor that within twelve
years the new town has become one of the most
prosperous in the county, and now boasts about
five hundred inhabitants.
There is a graded
school, employing from three to four teachers

since the completion of the school building, in
1890.

A

Methodist church was erected early in 1S9Q,
first day of June of that
It is a substantial structure, and the denomination has a iair membership. Two years
later, the Catholics erected an attractive house
of worship.
Since 1890 Williamsfield has had a bank and
a printing oflice, both of which started in business on January 22 of that year. The Bank of

and dedicated on the

year.

Williamsfield

(a

private

institution)

was

opened by L. J. Baird and Company. David
Cation is its Cashier. The Williamsfield Times,
an independent weekly, was established, as has
been said, in 1890. Its founder was C. D. Benfield.
In October, 1890, the building in which
the Times was located was burned, and Mr. Benfield lost his entire outfit.

The subscription

list

paper was purchased by Momeny and
Benson, and in a few months they were enabled
Later, they disto continue the publication.
solved partnership, and J. M. Momeny assumed
of the

control of the paper.

In the Fall of 1892. S. E.

Boggess leased the plant from Mr. Momeny, and
In April, 1893, it passed into the hands of its
present owner, M. Hugh Irish.
Various lines of mercantile business are well
represented, there being four general stores, two
hardware stores, two meat markets, two lumber
yards, one furniture and undertaking establishment, two restaurants, a livery and feed barn,
two barber shops, a blacksmith shop, and dry
goods and millinery stores. It has also two
grain elevators, and has always been a great
center for the shipment of grain and live stock.
In fact, in these respects, Williamsfield
passed by but few points in the State.

is

sur-

ecu N T

887

Y.

The societies
Grand Army

of the village are

named below:

of the Republic; instituted July

by Dr. Lambert, of Galesburg, assisted
by comrades from Elmwood and Yates City, with
a membership of thirteen. Named the George
W. Paiker Post, in memory of a deceased soldier from this township. John Cole, M. D., was
the first Commander. For three years the Post
22, 1890,

in Tucker's Hall, when the Odd Fellows
tendered them their lodge room, free of rent, as
membership,
future
home. Present
their

met

twenty-three.

Comrades who have

the institution are Samuel Tucker

died since

and Frank

Reinboldt.

Independent Order of Odd Fellows, No. 779.
Organized April 15, 1890. Meet in a commodious
Membership, sixty. All
hall, over the bank.
the organizations named below also hold their
meetings at the same place.
Degree of Rebekah. Organized September 12,
Membership, thirty-eight. Knights of
1895.
Pythias. Organized May 15, 1895. Membership,
fifty-five.
Order of Eastern Star. Organized
Membership, twenty-five. Modern
July, 1S95.
Woodmen of America. Organized June, 1894,
with seventeen members. Present membership,
thirty-two.

ANTHONY SEWARU.
Anthony Seward, son

of Sahiuel S.

and Sarah

A. (Caldwell) Seward, was born in Knox Township, Knox County, Illinois, October 12. 1848.

His father was born in Broome County, New
York, in 1826. His grandparents were Orin and
Seward, who were
Mehetabel (Livermore)
pioneers in Knox County.
Samuel S. Seward attended the pioneer
schools and assisted his father on the farm.
In the summer of 18112, he enlisted in the Union
army, serving until June. 1SB5: ht was with
Sherman's army in its march through Georgia,
marching from Atlanta, Georgia, to Savannah,
and thence through the Carolinas to the city of
Washington, taking part in the grand review
of the army at the close of the war; he was
mustered out of service at Chicago. Illinois.
He married Sarah A., daughter of John P. and
Mary (Porter) Caiuwell. After his marriage
he located on a farm in Truuro Township, but in
a few years he disposed of this farm and, after
renting land for a time, bought a farm on Section It). In 1882 he left his son Anthony in
charge of the farm in Truro Township and setMr.
tled on a farm in Cedar County, Missouri.
and Mrs. S. S. Seward had six children: Anthony: John M.; Sophronia (deceased); William H.; Sarah: and Albert Marion.
Anthony Seward was married in Knox
County, March 17, 1868, to Margaret M.
Daniels, who was born in Richland County,
Ohio, December 24, 1851. Four children have

KNOX COUNTY.
been born to them:
Chloe P., Ellen Viola,
Lucius and Ella. After his marriage Mr.

Seward settled upon his father's farm, of which
he assumed complete control in 18S2.
Mr. Seward was educated in the common
schools of Truro Township. He is a farmer and
grain dealer. In politics, he is a republican; in
religious belief, a Methodist. He held the office
of Commissioner of Highways from ISSl to ISSS.
In 1887 he was Township Supervisor and was
re-elected in 1889, holding the office until 1894;
in 1898 he was again elected to the same office.
He held the office of School Treasurer five or six
years, and has been School Director for a number of terms. He is a member of the I. O. O. F.
Lodge, No. 777, and a member of the K. P.
Lodge, No. 525, at Williamsfield.

EZRA^W. TUCKER.
Ezra W. Tucker, son of John and Eleanor
was born January 4, 1839, in
Peoria County, Illinois. His parents were born
in Ashland County, Ohio, and were pioneers in
Peoria; His father died in 1850.
Mr. Tucker was educated in the common
schools, and attended school in a log house furnished with slab seats. He was married October 22, 1860, to Kate Mundy, who was born in
Elba Township.
Six children were born to
them:
Willie, Samuel B., Mamie, Lettie, Barbara and Thomas. Mr. Tucker was married a
second time, February 28, 1877, to Elizabeth
Dugan, born in Scotland in 1837, and was the
daughter of James and Elizabeth (McMurray)
Dugan. Her father died in Scotland, and she
came with her mother to the United States in
(Metcalf) Tucker,

1865.

After his first marriage he purchased a farm
of one hundred and ten acres in Truro Township, where he now lives.
He has improved
his farm, and increased it by purchase, until
he now has an excellent farm of three hundred
acres, situated one mile south of Williamsfield,
where he raises a large amount of fruit.
In religion, Mr. Tucker is a Methodist, and
in politics a republican. He has held the office
of Road Commissioner, Justice of the Peace,
and School Director in Truro Township.
BAIRD, JOHN M.; Williamsfield, Truro
Township; Lumber Dealer; born July 15, 1863, in

Knox County; educated

in Abingdon, Illinois.
His parents, William H. and Elizabeth Jane
(Farwell) Baird, were born in Pennsylvania.
September 9, 1844, in Elba Township, Mr. Baird
was married to Florence R. Sumner, who was
born December 16, 1861. Mr. and Mrs. Baird
have two children: Una C, born December 4,
1888; Vesper E., born August 6, 1892.
Mrs.
Baird is a member of the Eastern Star Lodge.
Mr. Baird has been President of the Town
Board. He is a member of the K. of P., No. 523,
Williamsfield.
He is an extensive dealer in
lumber. In politics, he is a republican.
BAIRD, LEROY JOSEPH; Banker and Real
Estate Dealer; Williamsfield; born in Elba
Township, Knox County, Illinois, December
16, 18.57.
His parents were William H. and
Elizabeth Jane (Farwell) Baird, born in Clin-

ton County, Pennsylvania. His paternal grandparents were Benjamin Baird of Pennsylvania,
and Ellen '(Summerson) Baird, of England.
Mr. L. J. Baird was reared on his father's
farm, and educated in the common schools and
In 1880, he
at Hedding College, Abingdon.
bought a farm which he managed for several
years, finally leaving it, in 1890, to engage in
the banking and real estate business at Williamsfield, which is his present occupation. Mr.
Baird was married at Yates City, October 21,
They had two chil1883, to Mary H. Parker.
Mr.
dren, Ellen Elizabeth and Earl Melville.
Baird's second marriage was with Hannah A.
They
Elliott at Williamsfield, July 30, 1895.
have had one child, Russell Elliott. In politics,
Mr. Baird is an independent democrat.
CATION, DAVID; Cashier; Williamsfield.
Truro Township; born in Millbrook, Peoria
County, June 16, 1856; educated in Elba Township, Knox County. His parents, James Cation
and Catharine (Gray), were born in Glasgow,
Scotland; his paternal grandparents, William
and Margaret (Paul) Cation, were born in Scotland.
He was married to Ella Barber February 20, 1884, in Quincy, Illinois. She was born
August 6, 1855. There are two children living,
James L., born January IS, 1885, near McMinnville, Oregon, and Catharine, born September 10, 1891. Mr. Cation has been a teacher in
the public schools of Knox, Peoria and Stark
counties, Illinois, and also in the State of Oregon. He was in the employ of one of the largest lumbering firms in Portland, Oregon, for
two years, and was weigher and clerk with
the grain firm of J. W. Briedwell, at Briedwell,
Oregon.
He was a student in Hedding ColIllinois,
took a course in
lege, Abingdon,
Brown's Business College, Jacksonville, Illinois,
and graduated from the Normal Department of
College,
Quincy, Illinois.
the Gem City Business
He has been Town Clerk and Supervisor of
Truro Township and is Village Treasurer and
Cashier of the bank at Williamsfield. In politics, he is a republican, and is at present a member of the Knox County Republican Committee.

CATION, WILLIAM; Farmer; Truro TownAugust 29, 1858, in Peoria County;
educated in Knox County. His parents, James
and Catharine (Gray) Cation, were born in
Glasgow, Scotland; his paternal grandparents
were William and Margaret (Paul) Cation. December 28, 1882, in Galesburg, Mr. Cation was
married to Sarah A., daughter of Thomas A.
and Olive Cowell; Mrs. Cation was born OctoThere were four children: Lulu
ber 8, 1859.
Maud, born March 22, 1885, died August 30,
1888; Charles Arthur, born August 2, 1889; Lelah May, born September 22, 1892; William
James, born August 25, 1897. Mrs. Cation's paMr.
rents are now living in Elba Township.
Cation is a practical farmer, and has a very fine
home. He is a republican.
ship; born

COLE.

FRED

G.;

Farmer; Truro Township;

born in Peoria County, Illinois, August 8, 1863;
educated at French Grove. His father, William
F. Cole, was born in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania;
his mother, Mary Ann (Cutter), was born in

6^

f

^f,

J^ 9 /cW-

KAOX CUUA'TV
Richland

County, Ohio.

His paternal grandfather, John Cole, was born in England; his
maternal grandparents were Isaac Cutter and
Sarah Metcalf, the latter was born in Richland
February 13, 1885, Mr. F. G.
County, Ohio.
Cole was married to Ettie M. Tucker, who was
born August 16, 1SG5. a daughter of V. L. and
They had one child, MaJane Tucker.
bel J., born November 17, 1888.
Mr. Cole lived
for about five years in Kansas. He now owns
a farm south of Williamsfield. He is a member of the Odd Fellows Lodge, No. 779. In politics, he is a republican.
COLE, I. FRANK; Farmer; Truro Township;
born December. 21, 1851, in Brimfield Township, Peoria County; educated in the common
His father. William F. Cole, was born
schools.
in Pittsburg, Pennsylvania, July 18, 1818, and
died December 23, 1883.
His mother, Mary
Ann (Cutter), was born in Richland County,
Ohio. July 29, 1829, and died March 15, 1894.
His paternal grandparents. John and Jane
(Bates) (Joie, were born in England. His maternal grandfather was Isaac Cutter, and his
maternal grandmother, Sarah (Metcalf), who
was born in Richland County, Ohio. January
11, 1877, he married, in Elba Township, Martha

Ann, daughter of J. C. and Margaret (King)
Nelson; she was born September 14, 1854. Of
this union there were eight children:
John,
born November 27, 1877, died in infancy; Mary
Ann, born March 5, 1S79; Maud, born November
Lemuel J., born February 11,
18,
1880;
1884;
Marge,
born May 6,
1886;
Sarah,
born
May 13, 1888, died February 25,
1889; Martha N., born September 16, 1889;
and Frank Harrison, born August 23, 1891.
Mrs. Cole's father was born in Altoona, Pennsylvania, in 1816, and died in 1897; her mother
was born in Richland County, Ohio, in 1819,
and died June 19, 1897. Mr. Cole is a charter

member of the Knights of Pythias, and a charmember of the Modern Woodmen of Amer-

ter

ica, and has held offices in one of these lodges,
in one of which he is a Clerk.
He has served
He began his
as School Trustee one term.
education in a log school-house of ancient date.
In politics, he is a republican.

DOUBET, JOSEPH DANIEL; Farmer; Truro
in Peoria County, December 12,
common schools. His fathElenor Doubet, was born in Lacote. France.
July 12, 1824; his mother, Harriet (Slayn), was
born in Ohio April 7, 1831. His paternal grandparents, Joseph and Ursula Doubet, were natives of France; his maternal grandparents,
Daniel and Mahala Slayn, were born in Virginia.
January 25, 1875, he was married, in Kickatoo,
to Ellen Corrigan, who was born August 4. 1849,
and is a daughter of Patrick and Anna (Ryan)
Corrigan. mere were eight children: Cora I.,
born January 5, 1876; Mollie M., born June 14,
1880; William, born April 5, 1882; Hattie R.,
born January 15, 1884; Anna G., born January
15, 1886; Delila F.. born February 21. 1888; Lucy
M., born March 5. 1890; Lida E., born April 7.
Two of Mr. and Mrs. Doubet's children
1892.
are deceased. Cora I. was married to Dr. F. F.

Township; born

1854; educated in the
er,

Wallick. of Williamsfield, June 16, 1897. They
have one child, Ralph B. Wallick, born April
Mr. Doubet is a member of the Odd
7, 1898.
Fellows at Williamsfield. He is an extensive
stock dealer. In religion, he is a Christian. In
politics, he is a liberal.
EASTMAN, C. H.; Liveryman; Williamsfield,
Truro Township; born in Brimfield, Peoria
County, Illinois, May 21, 1858; educated in Peo-

His father, C. P. W. Eastman, was bora
in Farmington, Strafford County, New Hampshire; his mother, Mary A. (Van Pelt), in
ria.

Hillsborough, Highland County. Ohio.

His pagrandparents were Nehemiah and An(Woodbury) Eastman; his maternal
grandparents,
Elisha
Van Pelt and Harriet (Brock), were both natives of Ohio.
He
was married to Sarah A. Tucker, October 12,
Of this union there are
1882, in Knoxville.
children:
Mary
Anstriss,
born
four
April 17,
1884; Charles Samuel, born March 20, 1886;
Herbert Clinton, born February 9, 1888; Orlo
Aquilla, born November 2, 1890. Mrs. Eastman
has had excellent educational advantages and
is a member of the Eastern Star. Williamsfield.
Mr. Eastman is a republican, and Dejiuty
Sheriff of Knox County, Village Marshal of
Williamsfield and Constable of Truro Town-

ternal
striss

He is a member of the I. 0. 0. F., No. 779.
GALE, JAMES; Farmer; Truro Township;
born in Columbia County, New York, July 4,
1823; educated in Columbia County, New York.
His father, Nehemiah, and his mother, Susan
(Lyon) Gale, were natives of Columbia County.
His paternal grandfather was also named Nehemiah; his maternal grandfather was Thomas
Lyon. February 1, 1851, he married, in Rensselaer County, New York, Lucinda Caroline Record, born April 22, 1833, daughter of John and
Esther (Hoke) Record. Of this union there are
fourteen children:
Nehemiah C, born April
20. 1852; John B., born August 29, 1853; Ambrose R.. born March 7. 1855; Emma J., born
June 7, 1857; Eugene H., born February 28, 1859;
Mariette and Antoinette, born May 31, 1861;
Elvina E.. born August 15, 1863; Laurilla S.,
born May 22, 1865; Armena C, born October 13,
1867; Lovina J., born April 17, 1870; Caroline
L., born November 26, 1S72;
James A., born
January 6, 1874; and Anthony W., born November 30, 1876. Nehemiah married Merlind Cadwell; John married Pamelia Wolf; Ambrose
married Clara Grate; Emma married Cyrus
Wolf; Eugene married Phidelia Smith; Mariette
married Forest Rowlim; Antoinette is at home;
Elvira married Charles Morsman; Laurilla married Ezra Wolf; Armena married Robert Pierce;
Lovina married Dr. E. V. D. Morris: Caroline,
James and Anthony are at home. Mr. and Mrs.
Gale are a hale and hearty couple. Mrs. Gale's
mother is now living in Kansas. Mr. Gale came
to Chillicothe in 1853, to Truro Township in
1858. and settled on Section 12. where by hard
work he has become the owner of one hundred
and eighty acres of land. In earlier life, he
traveled through the South and East. He was
by trade a mason In religion, he is a
In politics, he is a greenbacker.
ship.

KNOX COUNTY,
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GERMAN, HENRY;

Farmer; Truro Town-

ship; born July 2, 1829, in Clinton County, Ohio;
educated in the common schools. His father,
Nicholas German, was born in Saratoga County,
New York, his mother, Rebecca (Garrison), was

His paternal
in Clinton County, Ohio.
grandparents, Henry and Rachel German, were
born in Germany; his maternal grandparents
were Jeremiah and Polly (Ments) Garrison, of
New Jersey. August 3, 1853, in Knoxville, he
was married to Polly Ann, daughter of John and
Satrona (Snydsr) Miller. She was born FebruThere were nine children: Anary 20, 1S33.
drew, born June 5, 1854; Elizabeth E., born October 25, 1856, died November 14, 1897; Amy J.,
born February 19, 1860; Elmer E., born February 25, 1865; Albert, born January 15, 1868; S.

born

Ellen, born September 8, 1862; Lillie May, born
August 6, 1870; Willie H., born June 20, 1873;
Myrtle, born February 21, 1877, and died January 9, 1894. Mr. German settled north of Truro
Township in 1865, and after a time moved to
Peoria County, where he remained twelve years,
and then returned and settled where he now
He has a large farm of two hundred and
lives.
two acres two miles southwest of Williamsfleld.

In religion, he
a democrat.

is

a Christian.

In politics, he

is

LENG, ALBERT; Farmer; Truro Township;
Scarbro, Yorkshire, England, July 2,
common schools.
in
the
educated
(Woodall)
John
and Ann
parents,
His
Leng, were born and died in England. His maternal grandparents were Robert and Fanny
He was married February 5, 1874,
Woodall.
in Peoria County, to Mary Francis; she was
born September 2, 1851, and was the daughter of Elder and Mary Ann (Murphy) Abey.
Mrs. Leng's mother is dead; her father is living in Peoria County. Mr. and Mrs. Leng have
had nine children: Luther E., born February 25,
1875; James E. (deceased), born November 23,
1876; Mary S., born December 23, 1877; Lyman
W., born December 23, 1880; Lulu O., born October 17, 1882; Robert N., born September 17,
1884: Ewart Gladstone, born December 28, 1887:
Ednah E.. born October 6, 1889; Carl E., born
February 24, 1892. Mr. Leng has a large farm
of two hundred and ninety-flve acres two
and one half miles north of Williamsfleld. He
is a dealer in Clydesdale horses and ShortHe
In politics, he is a populist.
horn cattle.
is Road Commissioner and was School Director
for eighteen years. In religion, he is a Metho-

born

1841;

dist.

MACKEY, JOHN,

Jr.:

Farmer; Truro Town-

ship: born in Jackson County, Maryland, October 24, 1860; educated at Lombard University.
His father, John Mackey, and his mother, Janel;
(McFadyen), were born in Ayrshire. Scotland,
the former, in 1826, the latter, in 1828. John
Mackey's father and paternal grandfather were

named Mathuew and were born in Ayrshire.
His mother's name was Janie Mackey. Janet
(McFadyen) Mackey's mother, Janet (Anderwas born in Scotland. September 27, 1887,
John Mackey, Jr., was married to Eva C. Mc-

son),

Dowell,

in Galesburg;

she was

born

May

2,

1866, and is the daughter of William B. and
Caroline (McCoy) McDowell. There are three
Eldrid W.,
children, two boys and one girl:
born April 23, 1889; Earl E., born December 30,
and Irma, born April 3, 1899. Mrs.
1890;
Mackey s father is living; her mother died in
1894.
Mr. Mackey took a scientific course at
Lombard University, and was a member of the
Phi Delta Theta Fraternity. He has a farm of
three hundred and sixty acres three and one
half miles north of Williamsfleld, and is an extensive dealer in cattle and hogs. Of the latter
he raises about two hundred and fifty head
In politics, he is a democrat.
yearly.

EZEKIEL

MACKIE,

Township; born

in

Farmer;

D.;

Knox County,

Illinois,

Truro
Aug-

ust 22, 1868; educated in Truro Township. His
parents, John and Janet Mackie, were natives
September 10, 1891, he
of Ayrshire, Scotland.

was married

in Galesburg, to Etta

M. Stephens,

who was born November 2, 1873, and is a daughThey
ter of D. W. and Nancie E. Stevens.
have one child living, Jessie M., born December
Mrs.
one cnild died in infancy.
1895;
9,
Mackie's parents are living in Victoria. In his
younger days, Mr. Mackie traveled through
Kansas and Iowa. He is now School Director
In
of District No. 1 in the township of Truro.
politics, he is a democrat.

MAHAR, JAMES;

Farmer; Truro Township;

born October 1, 1866; educated in the common
His parents, James and Anna Mahar,
were born in Ireland. December 12, 1889, he
was mari-ied in Galva, Henry County, Illinois,
to Anna, daughter of Augustus and Matilda Peterson; Mrs. Mahar was born October 30, 1867.
There are two children: Francion Blanch, born
August 10, 1892; and James, born August 14,
Mahar's father is dead, but her
Mrs.
1896.
mother is living in Victoria Township. Mr.
Mahar's fathsr once owned all the land where
Mr.
the village of Williamsfleld now stands.
Mahar has a farm of eighty acres, one-half mile
east of the village. In religion, he is a Catholic: in politics, a democrat.
schools.

PHILLIPS. W. M.; Farmer and Stock-dealer:
born November 3, 1862, in
His parents were Anson D.
Phillips, born in Ohio in 1830, and Mary (MowTruro Township;
Oskaloosa. Iowa.

His paternal grandborn in Illinois.
parents were Robert and Jane (Elder) Phillips.
His maternal grandmother was Nellie (Burton).
He was married to Delia Maxey, December 21,
She was born
1890, in Gilson. Kv.ox County.
in Knox County, November 9, 1869, and is the
daughter of Ciayborn and Martha Carlotte
Maxey. Of this union there were four children:
a boy born April 20, 1895. who lived five
months; Velma, born October 20, 1891; Eugene,
ery),

born January
1896,

died

27, 1893; Cecil,

November

25,

born December

1897.

24,

Mrs. Phillips's

Mr. Phillips has a farm of
one hundred and sixty acres three and one-half
miles southwest of Williamsfleld and is a dealer
In religion, he is a Methodist. In
in stock.
politics, he is a republican.
SMITH. MANLEY; Farmer; Truro Township;
born in Monroe County, New York, September
parents are dead.

9

KNOX COUNTY.
educated in the common schools. His
father, William H. Smith, was horn in Saratoga
County, New York; his mother, Mary Smith,
in Monroe County, New York.
He was marShe was
ried to Harriet Kinney, near Oneida.
born in ISol, and is a daughter of John and
Rhoda Kinney, who live at Oneida. They have
Irven C, born December 30,
four children:
1873; Walter M., born January 2, 1876; John,
born April 9, 1881; and Orpha, born September
23, 1888, all of whom are living at home. Mr.
Smith came with his father, in 1S55, from New
York to Kalamazoo, Michigan, where he lived
for ten or twelve years. He then came to Yates
City, and now owns a farm in Truro Township.
In politics, he is a democrat.
12, 1S49:

SPENCER, CHARLES; Farmer; Truro Township; born May 4. 1836, in Erie County, Pennsylvania; educated in the common schools. His
father, Joshua N. Spencer, wns born in Maine,
December 22, 1810. and died June 28, 1856; his
mother, Maria (Steaver), was born in Pennsylvania, December 16, 1810, and died March 8,
His maternal grandfather, Henry SteaISSS.
ver, was a native of New York. In October, 1858,
he was married in Truro Township to Rosina.

daughter of George W. and Martha (Buck)
Doty. She was born April 28, 1830. Of this
union there were seven children: Mary Maria,
born ,Tuly 1, 1859; Nathaniel, born June 22, 1861;
Frank E., born March 29, 1863. died April 1,
1870; Deborah, born March 6, 1865; Emma Jane,
born February 22, 1867; Rosina, born July 2,
1869: Charles, born August 25, 1871. Mrs. Spencer's father was born in Maine, her mother, in
New York, in 1810. Mr. Spencer has a fine
stock farm three miles north of Williamsfield.
He is a member of Free Masons Lodge,
363,

Elmwood.

He has

held the offices of

9,

1855;

educated

in

the

WELSH, MICHAEL;

Farmer; Truro Town-

born in Ivilkenny County, Ireland; educated in Ireland.
His parents, William and
Bridget (Holden) Welsh, were natives of Ireland, as were his paternal grandparents, Joseph and Bridget (Malone) Welsh, and his maternal grandfather, Bartley Holden.
October
IS, 1850, he was married in Ireland to Catharine
Grace, she was born about 1830, and is a daughter of Richard and Alice (Kennedy) Grace.
They have seven children: William M., born
ship;

December 23, 1852; Alice, born December 22,
B. F., born February 22, 1857; John D.,
born September 10, 1858; James, born February
2, 1861; M. M., born September 10, 1862; Mary,
born February 7, 1865. Two of the children
1854;

Mr. W^elsli landed at New Orleans, January 1, 1851, and reached Maquon by
way of St. Louis, April 19, 1851. April 1, 1856.
he settled in Truro Township, where he has
lived forty-two years. In religion, he is a Cathdied in infancy.

olic.

In politics, he

is

a democrat.

Road

Commissioner, and School Director. In politics,
he is a democj-at.
TUCKER, HENRY' C; Farmer and Hardware
Merchant; Williamsfield, Truro Township; born

November

is the daught'ir of George W. and Harriet P.
Love. Of this union there were five children:
Seth C, born October 8, 1876; Leto J., born July
Myrtle A., born August 8, 1885; Lilly
8, 1879;
M., born January 25, 1887; Donna May, born
September 29, 1893. The children are living
at home. Mrs. Tucker's parents are living. Mr.
Tucker attended the common schools in Elmwood, Peoria County. He is one of the Trustees
of the village of Williamsfield, is a charter
member of I. O. O. F., No. 779, Williamsfield, a
member of the Knights of Pythias, No. 523, and
of the Modern Woodmen of America, No. 2306.
He is a member of the firm of Tucker and
Oberholtzer, agricultural implements, Williamsfield.
In politics, he is a republican.

common

His parents, V. O. and Jane Tucker,
were born in Ashland County. Ohio. His paternal grandfather was John Tucker. Our subject was married to Nettie E. Earld, in PeoThere are six
ria: she was born March 2, 1861.
children: Walker, born August 14, 1880; Laura
Bell, born March 9, 1882; Clarence, born July 18,
1883; Otis, born February 11, 1885; Earl, born
November 10, 1895; Lynn, born February 1, 1897.
The children are all at home. Mrs. Tucker's
schools.

Henry Earld. was a soldier in the late
Rebellion. Her mother, Elizabeth (Drake), is
now living in the West. Mr. Tucker is a prosperous hardware dealer in the village of Williamsfield. In politics, he is a republican.
TUCKER, JOHN ALLEN; Dealer in Agricultural
Implements;
Williamsfield,
Truro
father,

Township, where he was born June 16, 1850.
His parents, Vachel L. and Jane Tucker, were
born in Ashland County, Ohio. His paternal
grandparents were John and Nellie (Metcalf)
Tucker. October 8. 1874, at the Union Hotel
in Galesburg, our subject was married to Lilly
She was born January 22, 1858, and
C. Love.

ELBA TOWNSHIP.
By
The

B.

first settler in

P.

Baird.

the district

now known

as

Elba Township was Thomas King, who came
there in the year 1836.
The statement has
been made, in former histories, that John King,
the father of Thomas,

was the

original pioneer.

This is an error. John King emigrated from
the East in 1835, but located in Brimfield Township, Peoria County, where he died in the autumn of the same year, without having preempted an acre of ground in Knox County. He
had come West, intending to make a home
for his family, but died before he had time to
accomplish his purpose. Thomas King brought
his widowed mother and younger brothers and
sisters West, being resolved to seek better fortunes in a territory comparatively new. In the
Fall of 1830 they reached Illinois, and settled
on what is now Section 2, of Elba Township.
The original farm is still owned by James, a
brother of Tnomas. who was a child of five
years when the family migration was made.

KNOX COUNTY,
Among

the earliest settlers were John and

who were soon joined by Leonard and Darius Jones, emigrants from New
York. The latter settled in Section 15, about
the autumn of 1837, and not long afterward
came Jacob Kightlinger, with his wife and
family, to Section 27. Mr. Kightlinger had a
large number of children and employed a private
tutor to instruct them, thereby gaining a distinction either more or less enviable according
to the standpoint from which his conduct was
viewed. Yet he is said to have been the builder
of the first school house in the township, in
Section 27.
Vachel Metcalf was among the
first teachers in Elba, although it cannot be
definitely asserted that he taught in this
school.
James Harrison Baird, a native of
Pennsylvania, arrived with his wife and family
in 1838, having emigrated from the East in a
wagon and reaching Elba in the autumn. He

Felix Thurman,

his home in the northwest quarter of
Section 3, and— it being situated on the stage
route between Peoria and Knoxville— it frequently proved a welcome resting place for

made

weary

travelers.
Samuel Tucker, with his
brother John, settled on Section 2 the following
year; and about the same time came Rev. John
Gross, who subsequently attained some local
distinction through his connection with the "un-

derground railway."
Most of these early pioneers have passed
away, Vachel Metcalf being the only known
survivor.
His present home is at Elmwood,
Peoria County. They did much for the develop-

ment

of the section, yet scarcely deserve

praise than

came

should be awarded to some

more

who

Among

the later settlers who
passed their maturer years in Elba and were
after them.

prominently identified with the business interests of the township, and who have gone to the
reward due to well spent lives, were Josiah Nelson, Moses Wheeler, Henry Oberholtzer, William H. Baird, Henry Potts, John Callegan, John
Lindsey, Walter Bailey, James Nicholson, James
Patterson, Benjamin Pitman and James Catterton.
Of the present citizens who have earned
an enviable reputation for industry, probity and
public spirit, and whose beautiful homes help
to make Elba what it is, may be mentioned
Calvin Sumner, James Cation, Frank Potts, W.
S.

Baird,

T.

L.

Galpin,

William

Schenck,

Thomas Howell,

Murdoch,

Albert

Farwell,

E.

J.

Breece,
O.

Baird,

Frank Chelton, J. D. Gray; James BarJames King, and John McKintey.
The surface of the township is beautifully
undulating, and good natural drainage is afforded by French Creek and the numerous small
streams which flow into it. The former traverses Elba from northeast to southwest, and
along its banks is a considerable growth of timber, which serves to give variety to the landSpoon Hirer also crosses the extreme
scape.
northwest corner, cutting off about an acre. The
Gates,
rett,

extremely fertile, and especially adapted
growth of cereals, the annual crop of
wheat, corn and oats being as large as those
grown in any other township in the county. The
yield of corn has been known to exceed one
hundred bushels per acre, and of oats seventyConsiderable hay is also raised,
five bushels.
and timotny. clover and blue grass all flourish,
as also do apples, peaches, and a large variety
The commercial value of the
of small fruits.
land ranges from twenty-five to one hundred
dollars per acre, the maximum, however, being
obtainable only for the choicest farms.
Elba is not crossed by any railroad, although
good shipping facilities are afforded by the
Santa Fe line, on the north, and the Chicago,
Burlington and Quincy, on the south.
The number of school districts is eight, with
an average attendance of twenty-five pupils.
There are two flourishing Methodist churches,
and at one time there was a Presbyterian soThe latter congregation, howciety as well.
ever, has been broken up through deaths and
removals, and the church edifice is rapidly going
soil is

to the

to decay.

5,

Township organization was effected on April
1883, by the choice of the following officers:

Nicholson, Supervisor; J. W. Hlnus,
H. L. Bailey, Assessor; Henry Smith,
William Searles, Overseer of the
Poor; Henry Oberholtzer, John West and K.
Hines, Highway Commissioners; John West
and B. F. Johnson, Justices.

John

F.

Clerk;

Collector;

Enoch Dalton, Isaac

W. Gooding, J. S. Thurman, William Bennett, G. W. Kennedy, William Woolsey, J. W. Sherman, D. C. Hurlburt, A. G.
Adams, George Owen, John Miller, Peter

±i.

William Callegnan, Samuel Shires, William
Truitt, William Chapman, Elva Woolsey, William Speare, F. E. Nelson, Ziba Adams, David
Hannah, J. M. Oberholtzer, John Cowell, Reuben

BENJAMIN

Shelton, D.

Benjamin
beth
vania,

P. Baird,

(Farwell)

March

19,

P,

BAIRD.
W. H. and

son of

Baird,
1855.

Eliza-

was born

in PennsylHis paternal grand-

parents were Beniamin and Ellen Baird, of

KN

OX

Pennsylvania, and the parents of his mother
were James and Permelia Farwell of the same
State.

Mr. Baird came with his father to Elba Townwhere they located on Section 4. He was
educated at Hedding College, Abingdon, Illinois. At the age of twenty-two he began farming for himself, and he now owns a very fine
ship,

farm of three hundred and sixty acres on Section 16 of Elba Township, where he is quite an
extensive breeder of fine horses. His first marriage was to Mary E. Oberholtzer, who was born
in Truro Township, October 22, 1S59, and died
June 13, ISSO. Her parents were Joseph and

Anna

Oberholtzer, residents of Truro.
By
marriage Mr. Baird has one son, Newton
Homer, who was born October 1, 1S7S. and is a
student in Knox College, Galesburg, Illinois.
Mr. Baird was married a second time, February 22, 1882, to Josephine G. Gray, who was
born July 29, 1851.
Her parents are Lemuel
Gray and Mary Ann (Swegle) Gray, now living
The children by this
in Farmington, Illinois.
marriage are Willie L., born April 5, 1883; Leo
P., born Juiy 12, 1885; Lois I., born April 22,
1887; Eva L.. born September 7, 1889; Forest
Gray, born December 21, 1890.
Mr. Baird has been Road Commissioner for
the township of Elba, and has served as School
Director sixteen years. He is a member of the
Methodist Episcopal Church, and a republican
this

in politics.

WILLIAM H. B.VIRD.
William H. Baird was born April 6, 182u, in
County, Pennsylvania, on the west
branch of the Susquehanna River. His parents
were Benjamin and Ellen (Summerson) Baird.
Clinton

Benjamin Baird was a native of Pennsylvania,
and lived in Clinton County from his earliest
youth. Ellen Summerson was a native of England, and came to America with her parents
when she was an infant. They were married
in 1817, and were the parents of eleven children, nine of whom, six boys and three girls,
attained maturity, William H. being the eldest.
Mr. Baird's childhood was passed on the
farm, and in the forests and along the streams
of his native State.
He was a lover of nature,
and an adept with rod and gun. His education

was

limited, being confined to branches taught
in the common schools. He afterwards taught
in the schools of his county.
He farmed for
several years, during part of which time he
worked in the forest, felling trees, moving them
on the snow to the streams, and rafting them
to distant saw-mills during the spring freshets.
In 1848, with the aid of his father, he invested
In a quarter section of land in what is now

Elba Township, Knox County, Illinois, where
he moved with his family in 1856, settling on
the northeast quarter of Section 4, He resided
there until his death, which occurred on the
thirty-fourth anniversary of the date of their
arrival in the county, June 2d.
He was a successful farmer, and made additions to his farm

from time to time.
Mr. Baird was married to Elizabeth Jane Far-

C
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well, May 22, 1850.
She was born May 15, 1821,
in Clinton County, Pennsylvania.
Her parents
were of German, Irish and Scotch descent. There
were six children:
Jerusha Grace, now Mrs.

Wheeler; James Ogden; Benjamin Preston; Leroy Joseph; William Sebastian; and John McClellan.

Mr. Baird was a member of the Methodist
Episcopal Church in Pennsylvania.
His life
was moral and upright, and old associates aver
they never heard him utter a profane word. His
wife always affiliated with the Methodist Episcopal church people, but was not a member of
any church.
Politically, Mr. Baird was a democrat.
He
was a modest, unassuming man, precise in his
methods, industrious and frugal.
He was a
friend of the church and of education, contributing liberally to their support; he was a School
Director during most of his life in Illinois.
Both his precept and his example were in accord with right action. He found true pleasure in associating with old friends, and greatly
enjoyed telling comic tales with his family
about him to join in the merriment. He was a
life long sufferer from asthma, which, with
other infirmities, caused his death June 2, 1890,
shortly after completing his seventieth year.
A few months afterward, his wife built a comfortable home in Williamsfield, a few miles from
the old farm, where she lives, surrounded by
her children.

«EOR(iE W. KEXXEDY.
George W. Kennedy, son of George and Nancy
(Tedlock) Kennedy, was born in Rush County,
Indiana, January 29, 1833.
The progenitor of
this branch of the Kennedy family came from
Ireland in a sailing vessel. The voyage lasted
six months, during which period an acquaintance was formed between himself and a beautiful Englisii maiden on board, and they were

married immediately after landing in America.
They settled in Tennessee, where their descendants became numerous and widely connected
in several of the southern States, notably in
Tennessee and Kentucky.
The grandparents of George W. Kennedy were
William P. and Elizabeth (Parcell) Kennedy.
The grandfather, born in Green County, Tennessee, was a farmer and mechanic. They were
members of a church all their lives, first the
Presbyterian and later the Methodist Episcopal.
He died in Iowa and his wife in Indiana. George
Kennedy, father of George W., was born in
Green County. Tennessee, where he was reared
on a farm. He married Nancy Tedlock, daughter of James Tedlock, who belonged to a family
of whom several were men distinguished in
the profe.«sions. They moved to Rush County.
Indiana. Mrs. Kennedy died in Hancopk County
in the same State.
Mr. Kennedy was thrice

married and his last wife. Dorothy, is now living in Stark County, Illinois. She was reared
in Elba Township, Knox County, where her
father. John Thurman, was an early settler.
He died in Salem Township, February 3. 1S84.
George W. Kennedy came from Indiana with
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nois Volunteers.
He
Politically, Mr. Kennedy is a democrat.
takes an interest in education, and the first
school meeting of the District was held, and
the School Board was organized, in his house.
He has been School Director eighteen years and
has held the office of Road Commissioner. He is
a Royal Arch Mason, Eureka Chapter, No. 97,
Yates City. In 1866 he introduced short-horncattle into Elba Township, and in 1881 he completed his herd by purchases from J. R. Gay,
of Versailles, Kentucky, and thus became the
owner of the first herd of short-horn cattle in
that township. His herd has numbered as high
as one hundred and twenty-six, and he now
has one hundred head. Sales have been made
in thirteen different States at remunerative

New
Gray,
of
William
was
was
mother's
father
his
and
Barton Shrieves, who was born in Maryland, and died in Knox County, Illinois. Mr.
PennsylCounty,
in
Bedford
Gray was born
vania, November 24, 1821, and was married in
Clinton" County, Ohio, February 23, 1843, to
Rebecca Sharp, daughter of John W. and Kiziah
(Brewer) Sharp. Thirteen children were born
Mrs. Kiziah Lindzey, John Wesley,
to them:
James Madison, Mrs. Mary A. Chapman, Francis
M., David H., Mrs. Margaret E. Logan (deceased), Joseph M., Alice (deceased), Mrs. Eliza
Byers, George E., Charles E. and Frank P. Mr.
Gray was by occupation, a farmer; in politics, a
democrat. In the year 1851 he removed from
Highland County, Ohio, to Knox County, Illinois, and settled in Maquon Township. He lived
four years in Iowa. His wife died in 1885 in
Knoxville, and his home has been in Douglas,
Salem Township, since 1896.
John Chapman, the first husband of Mrs.
Lindzey, was the son of John and Ann Chapman. There were four children born to John,
Florence May,
and Kiziah (Gray) Chapman:
who died August 25, 1888, M. Nettie, Francis and
Rebecca Ann.
The children of John E. and Kiziah (Gray
Chapman) Lindzey were eight in number: Harriet Jane (deceased), Maud, William C, George
A., Alma Edith, Blanche, Bruce and Emma C.
Since the death of her second husband, Mrs.
Lindzey, with the assistance of her sons, has
managed her farm of one hundred and sixty
She
acres, which is located in Elba Township.
has a beautiful residence, and the farm is well
stocked with a herd of twenty-five cattle and
Mrs. Lindzey
numbers of swine and horses.
was born in Ohio, March 22, 1849; was educated
in the common schools, and is a Methodist.

one animal having brought six hundred
and sixty dollars. Mr. Kennedy has a fine farm
of four hundred and eighty acres of land in
Elba Township, owns two hundred and eignty
acres elsewhere, and has a good residence and

ship,

his father in 1847, and settled in Salem TownHis educaship, where he lived ten years.
tional advantages were limited, having attended
a district school for only a few months. He was
married in Salem Township, November 1, 1857,
to Eliza Thurman, who was born December 20,
Mrs. Kennedy was the daughter of John
1835.

and Matilda Thurman, who came to Illinois in
The chil1828, and to Elba Township in 1832.
dren born to Mr. and Mrs. Kennedy were: Dorothy Charlotte, born July 29, 1858; Daniel Webster, born November 9, 1859, died April 14, 1860;
William Albert, born May 4, 1862, died January
12, 1866; Mary Eveline, born August 1, 1865, died
May 16, 1866; Rosa May. born May 27, 1867;
Charles Edwin, born October 27, 1869; Clara
Bell, born May 27, 1872; and Martha Elice, born
October 30, 1875. Dorothy Charlotte was married to Andrew Riordon in August, 1877; they
have one child, Bessie, who was married to B.
Hunter in 1894. Charles married Minnie Ralston, whose father was a soldier in the Civil
War, One Hundred and Second Regiment, Illi-

father
Jersey,

prices,

other substantial buikMngs.
farmer.

JOHN

E.

He

is

a prosperous

LINDZEY.

John E. Lindzey, son of William and Hannah
Lindzey, was born in England, October 19, 1828,
and came with the family to Vermont. The
Lindzeys were engaged in cotton and woolen
mills in England and in this country, and were
expert in their vocation. The family removed
from Vermont to Illinois and settled in Fulton
County. George E., one of the sons, lives in
Farmington, Illinois. In 1872, John E. Lindzey
came to Knox County and settled on a farm of
one hundred and sixty acres. He was a School
Director nine years, and took a deep interest in
educational work. Politically, he was a democrat.
He was married in Knoxville, August 22,
1873, to Mrs. Kiziah Chapman, daughter of William and Rebecca (Sharp) Gray, and widow of
John Chapman. Mr. Gray's parents were Jacob
Gray, of New Jersey, and Mary (Shrieves)
His paternal grandMaryland.
Gray,
of

JACOB M. OBERHOLTZER.
Jacob M. Oberholtzer was born in Elba TownKnox County. Illinois, March 14, 1845. His
paternal grandfather, Samuel, came from Germany to Ohio, where he was a farmer. He was
married three times, and had a family of
twenty-one children. He died near Findlay,
Hancock County, Ohio. His son Henry, father
of Jacob M., was born in Ohio, and came with
Samuel Tucker to Elba Township. Soon afterward, having married Mr. Tucker's daughter
Martha, and being a farmer, he settled on a

farm of sixty-eight

acres, in Section

3,

and pur-

chased forty acres in an adjoining township.
He was a good neighbor, a democrat, and a
member of the Presbyterian Church. He died
His widow resides in
in the Spring of 1865.
Yates City.
Jacob M., the son of Henry and Martha
(Tucker) Oberholtzer, received his education in
the country schools. He was married October
28, 1869, to Laura A., daughter of Moses and
Cynthia (Walker) Wheeler, who came to Knox
County, in 1856: they were prominent members
of the Baptist Church; they died at the home
farm in Elba Township, at the age of seventy-
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and sixty-seven years, respectively. Laura
A. was born September 15. 1849.
Mr. and Mrs. Oberholtzer have six children:
Elza W., born February 22. 1872; Lloyd H.,
born February 5, 1874: Oliver T., born August
21, 1876; Blanche B., born September 19. 1878;
Forest E., born August 19, ISSl, died September
8, 1883, and Hubert W., born June 14, 18S6.
Following the vocation of his father and
grandfather,' Mr. Oberholtzer became a farmer.
After his marriage he rented farms in different
places, but finally located on the old Wheeler
homestead, which he improved, and now has a
fine farm of four hundred and fifty-seven acres
in the northwestern part of the township, on
which he raises stock extensively.
Mr. and Mrs. Oberholtzer are members of the
Methodist Episcapal Church. He is a democrat, and has been Collector of Taxes three
years, Assessor two years, and is Supervisor of
Elba Township at the present time.
ADAMS, ALFRED G.; Farmer: Elba Township; born in Lawrence County, Illinois, Aug-

six

educated in the common schools.
5, 1833;
His father was Samuel Adams of Tennessee,
and his mother was Elizabeth (Chenowith)
Adams of Kentucky; his maternal grandparents
Mr.
were Absalom and Duval Chenowith.
Adams was married in Lawrence County, December 1. 1859, to Matilda Bardon. She was
born May 15, 1833. and was the daughter of
John and Nancy (Melton) Bardon, now de-

ust

ceased.
Mr. and Mrs. Adams' children are:
Charles Francis (adopted), born June 18, 1860;
James Wesley, born October 3, 1860; Fanny
Jane, born March 17, 1863; Samuel Winfield,
born March 12, 1868. Mr. Adams has a large
and productive stock farm of two hundred and
eighty acres in Section 20. He is a democrat,
and was Road Commissioner for eighteen
years. Constable for six years, and Assessor for

terms.
He is a member of Germania
His father was
Lodge, No. 448. Yates City.
Samuel W.
Colonel in the Black Hawk War.
Adams was married to Kittle Wilson. They
have two children, Forest Glenn and James

two

Alvin.

ADAMS, WILSON: Farmer: Elba Township;
born December 8, 1843, in Franklin County,
His
Ohio; educated in the common schools.
parents were William L. and Nancy J. (Timons)
Adams of Delaware and Ohio, respectively. He
was born in Salem Township December 21, 1865,
She was born October
to Rebecca J. Kerns.
23, 1846. and is a daughter of Alex and Matilda
Kerns, who are deceased. Their children are:
Frank Leslie, born September 23, 1866; Effa C,
Mr.
born July 20, 1868. died April 9. 1870.
Adams came with his father in 1847 to Knox
County and to Yates City in 1861. He enlisted
in Company F, Sixty-seventh Illinois VolunAfter the war ne was harness maker for
teers.
twenty-two years and ran a hotel in Yates City
for ten years. He now has a farm of eighty
He is a member of Maacres in Section 3.
sonic Lodge, No. 448. Yates City, of Royal Arrh
Chapter, No. 98, and of O. E. S.. Chapter No.
256.
Mr. Adams is a republican in politics.

U N T

Y.

ADAMS, ZIBa: Farmer and
'lownship;

boin

in

carpenter; Elba
Luzerne County, Pennsyl-

vania, September 10, 1820; educated in the common schools. His father was Hazard Adams of
Connecticut, and the mother, was Elizabeth
Adams, of Pennsylvania. He was married in
Knox County, April 8, 1847, to Lelilah GuletL

She was born December 18, 1828. Their chilBarbara Elizabeth, born December
dren are:
1, 1848; Mary Anna, born January 5, 1854; Angeline, born October 25, 1852, died December 26,
1856; Villa M., born September 22, 1858; John
A., born October 22, 1863; Austin, born October
Claude May, born December 16, 1871.
3, 1806;
Mr.

Adams

took the overland trip to California

and returned to Elba Township in 1854.
excellent farm of one thousand acres
in Sections 17-18, and raises stock and horses.
He was a practical carpenter tor thirty years.
His grandfather was with Marion during the
Revolutionary War. Mr. Adams is a member
in 1852,

He has an

of the Methodist Church.

In politics, he

is

a

democrat.

BAIRD.

JAMES

OGDEN;

Farmer; Elba
Township; born in Pennsylvania April 6, 1853.
His parents. William H. Baird, born April 6,
1820. and Elizabeth J. (Farwell) came from
Pennsylvania. His paternal grandparents were
Benjamin and Ellen Baird, the former a native of Pennsylvania.
His maternal grandparents were James and Permelia Farwell. natives
of Pennsylvania. September 17, 1874, Mr. Baird
was married in Kickapoo, Peoria County, to
Adelia J. Brown; she was born in Kickapoo
February 25, 18.^1, and was the daughter of
Jeremiah and Jeniimah Brown. They had three
children:
Grace E., born September 8, 1876,
died July 11. 1890; Byron L., born November
22, 1877; Ralph O., born September 8, 1SS3. Mrs.
Baird's parents are dead. Mr. Baird came from
Pennsylvania with his father in 1856, and settled in the township of Elba, on a farm on the
same section, which is still his home. He is on
Section 4, southeast quarter, which is on the
main road between Williamsfield and Yates City.
He is a large raiser of horses and hogs. His son.
Byron, has a good education and is now with
Ralph is on the
a real estate firm in Iowa.
farm. Mr. Baird was Supervisor from December. 1889, until April, 1893.

In politics, he

is

a

democrat.

BAIRD, W.

Farmer; Williamsfield, Elba
Town.-ihip; born November 12. 1859, in Elba
Township; educated at Hedding College, AbingHis parents, William H. Baird
don, Illinois.
and Elizabeth (Farwell) were born in Clinton
County. His paternal grandfather was Henry
Baird; his maternal grandfather, Farwell, was
a native of Pennsylvania. January 18, 1883. he
was married in Elba Township, to Clara I. Sherman. She was born July 26. 1864, and is a daughter of John W. and Ann Maria (Bradford) Sherman. There are two children. Edith L., born
January 8. 1884, and Floyd S., born August 31,
1886.
Mrs. Baird's parents are living in Elba
Township. Mr. Baird has a fine farm of two
hundred and nineteen acres on Section 4. Elba
S.;

KNOX COUNTY.
Township, where his father lived for

thirty-five

years.

BOWHAY,

D.

L.;

Farmer; Elba Township;
1S59, in Elba Township;

born December 10,
educated in common schools. His parents, Joseph and Elizabeth (Householder) Bowhay,
were born in Fulton County, Pennsylvania. The
father moved first to Peoria, then to Elba Township, and in 1SS3, to southeastern Nebraska.
Mr. D. L. Bowhay was married at Yates City
January 20, 1887, to M. A. Peck; she was born
May 12, 1859, and was the daughter of Moses
and Catherine (Egolff) Peck. They have one
The
child, H. C. Bowhay, born April 5, 1890.
parents of Mrs. Bowhay lived in Knox County;
they are deceased. Mr. Bowhay is a well-to-do
farmer. He is a democrat, and has been Collector for Elba Township.
BROADFIELD, EDWARD H.; Farmer; Elba
Township; born May 8, 1831, in Stourport, Worcestershire, England. He was educated in night
schools, and served four years at lithographic
printing in Manchester, England. He came to
America in 1855, residing in Peoria County till
1864, when he came to Knox County. His father
was Edward H. Broadfield, who was born in
Shropshire, England, February 21, 1800, and
His mother, Mary
died September 11, 1880.

on Section 5, Elba Township, where he has a
farm of one hundred and twenty acres. Mr.
Cowell owns a good farm of one hundred and
acres on Section 5, and raises stock and
good horses. He is a democrat.
FARWELL, ROBERT E,; Farmer; Elba
Township; born January 12, 1855, in Clinton
County, Pennsylvania; educated in the common
schools. His parents were Lemuel M. and Nancy
S. (Burney) Farwell, of Clinton County, Pennsylvania. His paternal grandparents were James
and Permeiia Farwell of Pennsylvania; his maternal grandparents were James Burney of
Scotland, and Sarah (Perry) Burney of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Farwell was married at Galesburg, September 18, 1879, to Mary A. Eastman,
who was born in Peoria, Illinois, June 12, 1860;
she was the daughter of Charles P., and Mary
(VanPelt) Eastman. Their children are: Orin
W.. born July 12, 1880; Lemuel M., born December 22, 1881, died July 24, 1890; Roscoe H.,
born April 8, 1884; Ada L., born January 29,
1886; John A., born November 24, 1887, died
March 23, 1889. Mrs. Farwell is a Methodist,
and a member of the Eastern Star in Williamsfield.
Mr. Farwell came to Elba Township in
1877.
He has a farm of two hundred and ten
acres, on Section 4. and raises stock.
Mr. Farfive

Ann (Rowley)

well

cestershire,

politics,

Broadfield, was born in WorEngland, June 6, 1S06, and died
1881.
His grandparents were
Edward H. and Frances Broadfield, of Shropshire, England.
E. H. Broadfield was married
in Peoria April 12, 1864, to Mary J. Crandall,
who was born March 15, 1844, in Peoria County,
and is a daughter of Zane and Mary (Johnson)
Crandall. Their children are: Edward H., born
January 14. 1865; Walter, born September 12,
1866; William H., born October 2, 1868; Arthur,
born January 2, 1871; Frank, born December
John, born January 26, 1876; Lyman,
6, 1873;
born July 28, 1878; George H., born September
25, 1&80; Ada, born January 17, 1883; and Nellie, born September 3, 1885.
Mr. Broadfield has
a fine farm of one hundred and sixty acres on
Section lu, and a good residence. He has resided on this farm for thirty-one years.
He
raises stock of all kinds, and various kinds of
fruit. He has been Road Commissioner eighteen
years. In politics, he is independent.
In 1894,
Mr. Broadfield visited England.
COWELL, J. C; Farmer; Elba Township;
born December 25, 1860, in Henry County. Illinois; his father, Thomas Cowell, was born in
the Isle of Man, July 14, 1827; his mother. Olive
(Kimball) Cowell, was born in Knox County,
His grandparents were John and
July 5, 1837
Susan (Corlet) Cowell, natives of the Isle of
Man. He was educated in the common schools.
Mr. Cowell was married in Peoria February 19,
She was born in Peoria
1885, to Nettie Slocum.
County, September 26, 1861. and is the daughter of John C. and Margaret Slocum. who live
The children of Mr. and
in Peoria County.
Raymond, born March 29,
Mrs. Cowell are:
1886; Ethel Pearl, born April 8, 1888; Ralph
Earl, born June 16, 1890.
The father of Mr.
Cowell came to America in 1846. and settled

September

22,

is

a believer in the Universalist faith.
he is a democrat.

In

GOODING, DANIEL; Farmer; Elba Townborn October 7, 1858, in Newark, Essex
County, New Jersey; educated in the common
schools; his father, Peter Gooding of Germany,
was born January 18, 1807, and died May 26, 1891;
his mother, Elizabeth (Dimphle) Gooding, was
born in France, November 13, 1814; the parents
came to America in 1834, remaining at Newark,
ship;

New

Jersey, for a time, settling in Illinois in

1860. Mr. Gooding was married to Mary Baird,
January 8, 1880, in Elba Township. She was Dorn
in Elba Townshit). May 12, 1860; her parents
were Adam and Rebecca Baird, who are living
Their children are:
in Elba Township.
Herman, born October 16, 1889, died August 3, 1890;
and Floyd B., born July 24, 1891. Mr. Gooding
has a fine farm of one hundred and sixty acres,
with good buildings; he raises stock. He is a
republican, and has been Justice of the Peace
and Road Commissioner.
HANNAH, DAVID; Farmer; Elba Township;
born October 12, 1847. Educated in the common
schools.
His parents were James and Sarah
(McKenney) Hannah of Scotland; James Hannah is deceased. David Hannah was married
in Haw Creek Township, February 6. 1873, to
Olive Harshberger, she was born May 27, 1853.
Their children are: Clyde H., born November
30, 1873; Pearl O., born January 3, 1876; Glenn
I., born December 22, 1878; Delia L., born January 31, 1884; Forrest D., born August 13, 1888,
died in January, 1892; Rollin F., born November
1, 1892; Eva Pauline, born March 7, 1895. Pearl
and Glenn are teachers. Mr. Hannah has a
fine residence and a farm of three hundred and
twenty acres on Section 8. He is an extensive

raiser of stock.

He

is

a

member

Mr.

Hannah

of the

is

a republican.

Knights of Pythias, at

^^

KNOX COUNTY,
Williamsfiela. and a

member

of the

Miner of

Honor.

HURLBUTT, DEAN C; Farmer; Elba
Township; born in Dalton, New Hampshire,
February 13, 1834; educated in common schools.
His father was Asa Hurlbutt of Waterford,
Vermont; his mother, Mary (Jones Hurlbutt,
and his grandmother, Mary Jones, came from
New Hampshire. He was married in Truro
Township to Biizabe^th Lambert.
She was
born in Indiana and died in 18S9. Their chilMary A., died April 1, 1881; and
dren are:
Julia A., died November 6, 1879, aged nineteen
years. Mary A. was married to Guy Davis and
had one child, Roy H., who is living with his
grandparents.
Mr. Hurlbutt has a farm of
twelve hundred acres and a fine residence on
He is a good business manager
Section 17.
and a model farmer. Mr. Hurlbutt is a republican, and has been Supervisor.
KIMLER. THORNTON WALKER; Farmer;
Elba Township; born September 22. 1864, in
Elba Township; educated in Eugene; his
grandparents, Evan L. and Love (Walker) Kimler, came from Virginia; his father. John H.
Kimler, was born in Indiana, November 7,
1825, and died November 12, ISSS; his mother,
Mary Jane (Lane) Kimler, of Kentucky, was
born in 1830; her father was William Lane of
Virginia.
Mr. Kimler was married in Yates
City, Illinois, July 10, 1SS4, to Martha V.
Adams. She was born in Pennsylvania June 7,
1865, and was the daughter of C. C. and Martha
Ann (Blane) Adams; the father was born in
Pennsylvania in lS2ti, and the mother was born
in 1831, and died in 1S79. The children of Mr.
and Mrs. Kimler are: Forest B., born December 30, 1885; Wrongnel M.. born January 28,
1888; Carrie, born November 19. 1890, died
March 23, 1895; Charles Walker, born March
27, 1893; Courtney W., born February 9, 1895;
and Dallie D.. born December 29, 1897. Mr.
Kimler has an excellent farm of one huhdred
and sixty acres and fine buildings on Section
11.
He is a democrat, and is Road Commissioner and School Director; he is a member of
the I. 00. O. F., No. 370. Yates City. Mr. Kimi

ler has been a coal miner.
POTTS, JULIA E.; Farmer; Elba Township;
born January 19. 1835. in Tioga County, Pennsylvania; educated in the common schools. -She
was married June 7. 1854. in Bradford County,
Pennsylvania, to H. H. Potts, who was born
in Pennsylvania in 1828 and came to Elba Township in 1858, and located on Section 8. He was
Tax Collector. Road Commissioner and School
Director. He was a Knight Templar. He died
December 16, 1895. Mrs. Potts's parents were
Moses and Cynthia (Walker) Wheeler; the
father was born in Tioga County, Pennsylvania,
the mother in New Hampshire. They are deceased. Her paternal grandparents were Moses
Wheeler of Tioga County, Pennsylvania, and
Elizabeth (Taylor) Wheeler of New York; her
maternal grandparents were Isaac and Polly
Mr. and Mrs. Potts's children are:
Walker.

Willis N.; Isaac
E.;

Walter

b.;

J.;

Effie

Nellie
B.;

J.;

Flora A.; Frank

Fred W.; and Jessie
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There are four children at home.
Mrs. Potts hag aa excellent farm of three hundred and twenty-live acres, and a fine residence. She raises much stock.
SHELTON I'RANCIS R.; Farmer; Elba
Township; born August 12, 1858, in Elba TownM., deceased.

educated in the common schools.
His
parents were Robert and Mary Shelton of England; the father was born March 20, 1814, and
the mother was born in 1829.
is still living;
and died in 1889; the grandfather was Isaac
Shelton of England. He was married December
19, 1879, at Yaiss City, Illinois, to Nellie Roop.
She was born in Yates City October 10. 1862. and
is the daughter of Barnet and Ellen Roop. The
father died in 1892, the mother lives in Peoria.
They were Methodists. The children of Mr.
and Mrs. Shelton are: Delia, born September

ship;

1880; Minna, born December 13, 1882; and
Mary, who aied when three years old. Mr.
Shelton has a farm of two hundred and forty
acres, which is well improved.
He is a stock
raiser and Dreeder.
He is a member of the
United Woodmen of America, No. 301, Yates
City. Mr. Shelton is a democrat.

3,

SMITH, WILLIAM
raiser;

tember

H.; Farmer and stock
Elba Township, where he was born Sep16,

1847;

educated

in

the

common

His father. Seth Smith, was born
North Carolina in 1811, came to Yates City
1835, and died in Adams County, Iowa, July

schools.

in
in
25,

his mother, Mary (George) Smith, was
born in Knoxville, Tennessee, and died September 16, 1891. His paternal grandfather, William
Smith, was born in Ireland, and his grandmother, Sarah (Phillips) Smith, was born in
New Jersey. His maternal grandparents were
born in Tennessee.
William H. Smith was
married at Knowille. January 31. 1872. to Anna
Eliza Carothers, who was born in Elba Township, July 2, 1854, daughter of John and Eliza
(Oudirkirk) Carothers, who came from Schenectady, New York; both are deceased.
Mr. and
Mrs. Smith have six children:
Lillie E.. born
December 3, 1872; Hattie E.. born January 12,
1875; Maud M.. born June 10. 1877; Edith G.,
born January 14, 1880; Fred L., born October
23, 1884; and Hazel M.. born April 21, 1892.
Mr.
Smith has a farm of three hundred acres on
Sections 5 and 9. He is a member of the I. O.
0. F., Lodge No. 73, Yates City. In politics, he
is a republican, and has held the office of Justice
of the Peace. Constable, and School Director.
SPEER. WILLIAM G.; Farmer; Elba Township; born December 1. 1856. in Indiana; educated in common schools; his grandparents
were John Speer of New Jersey, and Rachel
Speer; his father was Samuel Johnson Speer of
New Jersey, who died in Canton, Illinois. .August 12, 1895; he was a soldier in the War of
1812; his mother. Susanna (Crothers) Speer, of
Pennsylvania, died in January, 1878. Her parents were Martin and Margaret Crothers of
Pennsylvania. Mr. Speer was married in Can1887;

ton.

Illinois.

April 28,

1884,

to

Emma

Slane.

who was born January 17, 1855. She was the
daughter of Thomas and Anna (Race) Slane,
who died in Peoria County, Illinois. They had

KNOX COUNTY.
Clinton Chester, born October 15,
Mr. Speer came to Illinois in ISSti, and
1S93.
located in Banner Township, Fulton County,
He has a farm of
where the mother died.
eighty acres on Section 33. His parents were
members of the Methodist Episcopal Church for
more than forty years. Mr. Speer is a democrat, and has been a School Director.

one

child,

TENNERY, NEWTON

Township; born July

H.;

22, 1823, in

common

Farmer; Elba
Edgar County,

His parents were Thomas and Jane (Wilson) Tennery; the father came from Massachusetts, the
mother from Tennessee. He was married in
Shelby County, Illinois, October 7, 1S52, to Symantha Williams. She was born in Fairfield
County, Ohio, June 11, 1830, and is the daughter of John B. and Francina (Blue) WilHams;
her father was born in 1803 and died in 1SG7;
her mother was born in 1808, and died in ISSG.
Mr. and Mrs. Tennery's children are: John M.,
Illinois;

educated in

schools.

George C, born July
20, 1855, and died May 16, 1862; Edwin A., born
November 1, 1856; Francis M., born February
4, 1859; Newton H., born August 30, 1S60, died
April 20, 1895; Owen Clarence, born November
27, 1865, died October 26, 1879; Angeline, born
September 28, 1863, died October 22, 1888; Paris
Edgar and George Michael, born January 21,
1869; and Ethel M., born October 22, 1870. Mr.
Tennery came to Elba Township in 1853, and
His farm conlocated on Section 23, in 1863.
tains two hundred and forty acres, and a fine
residence.
Mr. Tennery is a member of the
Methodist Church. In politics, he is a democrat, and has been Justice of the Peace, School
Director and Trustee for a number of years.
TRUITT, T. J.; Farmer; Elba Township;
born January 28, 1852, in Ross County, Ohio;
educated in common schools. His parents, Elijah and Eliza Jane (Taylor) Truitt, were born
in Ross County, Ohio, in 1818, and 1822; his
grandparents were Giley Truitt of Virginia, and
Nancy (David) Truitt. T. J. Truitt came with
his father to Illinois in 1855. and located in
Elba Township, Section 28. He removed after
several years to Yates City, where his parents
born December

30,

1853;

The father was
till their death in 1898.
School Director in Elba Township for a number of years, and was captain of a military
company. Mr. and Mrs. Truitt were members
of the Methodist Church, of which he was a
They had
class leader for a number of years.
Mary Jane, who
a family of eleven children:
was marrisd to I. O. Gibbs; J. D. Truitt, a lawyer at Yates City; John. T. Margaret L., who
married Dunaham Drake; T. J. Truitt; William
lived

;

Harvey J.; Isaac M.; Laura E., who marJohn G. Grey; Joseph H.; E. E. Truitt, a
physician in Maquon, and graduated at Keokuk
F.;

ried

College, Iowa.

Mr. T.

J.

Truitt

is fifth in

this

family and is unmarried.
He is a republican
and has been School Director for nine years.
VANCE, S. L.; Parmer; Elba Township; born
February 3. 1861. at Highland County, Ohio.
Educated in the common schools. His father

was Andrew Vance, born in Fayette County,
Pennsylvania; his mother was Harriet Kibler

of Highland County, Ohio; his paternal grana
parents were David and Hannah Vance of Maryland.
His great-grandfather, Thomas Vance,

and his maternal grandmother, Margaret Strain,
were from Ohio; his great-grandfather was John
Mr. Vance was married March 3, 1892,
Strain.
in Galesburg to Letty Riner. She was born in
Toulon, Stark County, August 22, 1870, and is
the daughter of Mathew and Margaret Riner.
They have one child, Carmon R. R., born March
The grandparents of Mrs. Vance were
19, 1896.
John and Elizabeth (Douglas) Wingader; the
great-grandfather came from Germany, and died
January 25, 1894; the great-grandmother came
from Scotland and was born September 4, 1809,
and died April 28, 1878. Her grandparents on the
father's side were Peter Riner of Virginia, born
March 8, 1803, and Margaret (Kelly) Riner, born
October 8, 1808, died January 1, 1873. Mr. Vance
came, in 1868, with his father to Section 36,
where they have a farm of two hundred and
eighty acres.
He is a member of the Modern
Woodmen of America, Lodge No. 301, Yates
City. Mr. Vance is a democrat.

WHITING, EDWARD; Farmer: Elba Township; born October 5, 1856, at Kickapoo, Illinois; educated in the Kickapoo schools.
His
father and grandfather were called William

Whiting and came from Sussex County, England; his mother, Jane (Cummings) Whiting,
came from Portage County, Ohio; his maternal
grandmother was Susan Cummings. He was
married January 1, 18S4, in Elba Township, to
Ettie Patterson, who was born in Elba Township, October 23, 1861, and is the daughter of
James and Elizabeth (Marshall) Patterson of
Preble County, Ohio.
James Patterson was
married in 1847. and came to Elba Township in
Their children are:
Etha Z., born No1S49.
vember 13, 1884, and James Kirby, born November 14, 1885. Mr. Whiting has a fine residence and fine farm of one hundred and ten
acres on Section 25, three and one half miles
northeast of Yates City. In addition, he manages his father-in-law's farm. In politics, he
is a republican.

WOOLSEY, WILLIAM;

Farmer; Elba Town-

ship; b'orn in Haw Creek Township, August 11,
His father, David Woolsey, was born in
1861.
Ulster County, New York; his mother, Mildred
(Logan) was born in Virginia. His paternal

grandparents were Hezekiah and Hannah (Cutter) Woolsey.
August 23, 1883, Mr. Woolsey
was married in Knoxville to Norah M. Taylor.
They have two children. Forest Taylor, born
June IS, 1884, and Harley H., born April 4,
Mrs. Woolsey was born in 1S60.
1886.
Her
parents were Abraham and Emeline (Cartright)
Taylor. The father is dead; the mother is living in Caldwell County, Missouri. Mr. WoolHe has been
sey is a republican in politics.
Assessor of the town of Elba, and School Director a number of terms. He is a member of
the Odd Fellows. No. 256, Maquon: also of the
Modern Woodmen of America, in the lodge located at Douglas.
His farm of one hundred
and forty-three acres is on Section 6.

KNOX COUNTY
HAW CREEK TOWNSHIP.

were of the strong fiber which ran through
the frames of those pioneer women of Illinois,
who became the mothers and grandmothers

By Charles W. McKown.
In its natural features this is, perhaps, one
the most attractive townships in Knox
County. About two-thirds of its area consists
of prairie, and the remainder of timber land.
of

The

on the east and west.
more hilly. The central
the township, from north to south,

latter lies chiefly

where the surface
portion of
Is

a rich

is

fertile prairie,

mainly

flat,

yet suffi-

ciently rolling to afford excellent natural drain-

The Spoon river is the principal stream,
which flow numerous small tributaries on
side, the most important of which is
Haw Creek, on the west. These streams aid in
drainage and also afford excellent watering faThe Spoon enters the towncilities for stock.
age.

into

either

ship at its northeast corner, and, after pursuing

a devious course, flows out in Section 35.
There is an underlying vein of bituminous
coal along the water courses, but as it is only
from twenty to twenty-eight inches thick, it
cannot be profitably worked for general commerce, although more or less is mined for local consumption.

The

chief

industry

of

the people

is

agri-

some live stock is raised for exThe principal crops are corn,
terior markets.
wheat, oats and rye; while a little buckwheat
and barley are also raised. The farms are well
Improved, and the farmers progressive, and always on the alert to test new ideas, adopting
such .IS they believe tend to their real betterculture, while

ment.
consists almost wholly of naborn Americans, there being but few forOf colored people there are none. Sobriety and industry are well nigh universal,
and illiteracy is unknown.
The first white family to settle in the township was that of Mrs. Elizabeth Gilmore Owen,
a widow, who was accompanied by her son,
Parnach, and her two daughters, Thalia N. and
Althea, who came from Ohio in 1829, and enTheir neighbors
tered a claim in Section 18.
were few and remote, the two nearest being
Perry Morris, who lived on Section 33 of Knox
Township, and a family who operated a primitive ferry across the Spoon river, at Maquon.
Parnach Owen was a land speculator, and the
conduct of his business necessarily involved
long absences from home, during which periods
the women of the household relied one upon
But they
the other for mutual protection.

The population

tive

eigners.

of a hardy, stalwart race.

ing so

much

They despised noth-

as cowardice and they were them-

selves no weaklings, being abundantly able to

wield a hunting knife alike in the slaughter
of a deer or in defense of their honor.

Two years after their arrival in Haw Creek
Owen family removed to Knoxville. Parnach Owen was prominent in the organization
of the county and was made its first official surveyor. He died at Prairie LaPorte, Iowa, about
1845, at the age of forty-seven.
Mrs. Elizathe

beth G. Owen died at Knoxville. March 6, 1839,
She and her children,
brave in the face of danger, and dauntless bein her seventy-fifth year.

among those who laid the
foundations of civilization in Knox County.
Thalia N. Owen married Dr. E. D. Rice, of
fore obstacles, are

licwiston,

Illinois,

and died there in

1880, at

age of seventy-seven years.
Her sister
Althea became the wife of John G. Sanburn, of
Knoxville, on November 3, 1831.
To him she
bore seven children. One of her sons Francis
G.— was president of the Farmers' National
Bank of that place. She died there, having
reached the same age as her sister seventythe

—

—

seven.

About a year after the Owen family, came
James Nevitt, Samuel Slocum, David Teel, and
David Enochs. They were followed by Woodford Pearce, David Housh, Joshua Burnett, Jacob Harshbarger, Linnaeus Richmond, William
W. Dickerson and others; so that by 1833 or
'34 there was a well grown settlement here.
Charles Nevitt, a son of James, was the first
white child born in Haw Creek (1832).
The
first death was that of Eleanor Jarnigan, in 1834.
The first sermon was preached by the noted
pioneer. Rev, Peter Cartwright, in 1831. Revs.
Richard Haney and William Clark were also
early in the field as Methodist circuit riders.
The first school was taught in 1836, by Susan
Dempsey.
She is now the aged widow of

Booker Pickrel, and lives in Gilson. The first
church was built in 1864, on Section 17, and
about one year afterward two others were erect-

From this statement, however,
should not be inferred that the people had
places of worship prior to 1864.
Every
school house in the township was used for that
purpose, beside regular old fashioned camp
meetings in the groves.
James Nevitt built the first frame house ia
ed in Gilson.
it

no
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and Woodford Pearce

the township, In 1835,
erected the first brick dwelling.
Enoch Godfrey, James Nevitt and George
Benson garnered the first grain crops, in 1832.
The first road laid out was the State road from
Knoxville to Farmington, in 1S36. This soon
became a regular stage route, and before long
a village sprang up along the line of travel in
Section IS, and became an occasional stopping
place for stage coaches, although not, in those
days, what was considered a regular station.
This was the nucleus of what became, later,
the village of Mechanicsburg.
In the early days of the township, the only
available markets for farm produce were along
the Illinois and Mississippi rivers and on Lake
Michigan. Loads of grain were hauled to Chicago, nearly two hundred miles away; the sellers bringing back salt, shingles and general
merchandise. Now, the Peoria and Galesburg
branch of the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy
road enters Haw Creek at the southwest corner of Section 6 and leaves it at the southeast
corner of Section 33, and Gilson is the only
station within the township limits.
Township organization was effected at a
meeting held at the Nevitt school house on
April 5, 1853, by the election of the following
William M. Clark, Supervisor; Woodofficers:
ford Pearce, Clerk; Isaac Lotts. Assessor; Joseph Harshbarger, Collector; Jacob Wolf. Overseer of the Poor; John S. Linn and Enoch
Godfrey, Justices of the Peace; George Pickrel
and William Lewis, Constables: Milton Lotts,
Allen T. Rambo and Benoni Simpkins, ComA complete list of
missioners of Highways.
town clerks from the first election down to the
present time is given below. A similar list of
supervisors may be found in the chapter relating to county government.
In 1853, Woodford Pearce; 1854, Joel Harshbarger; lS55-'57, William Swigart; 1858, William H. Eastman; 1859, Samuel Caulkins; 1860,
Peter Lacy; 1861, W. J. McCulloch; 1862, William H. Eastman; 1863-'65. William P. Kellar;
1866. E. K. Coe; 1867, Joseph Harshbarger: 1869,
C. W. McKown; 1870-'73. S. M. Ickes; 1874, A.
L. Barr; 1875-'76, B. A. Hill; 1877, Joseph Cramer; 1878, B. A. Hill; 1879, J. M. Cravens; 1880'81, O. J. Aldrich; 1882-'84. B. A. Hill; 1885-'86,
O. J. Aldrich: 1887-'89, C. W. McKown; 1890-'96,
William M. Gardner; 1897-'99, James Moore.

There are three regularly organized churches
Haw Creek, two in the village of Gilson and
The Methodist Episcopal
one in Section 3.
Church at Gilson was organized in 1857. The
present edifice was erected in 1864. and is worth
about eight hundred and fifty dollars. Its first
pastor was Rev. G. M. Iriom, and the clergyman now in charge is Rev. S. E. Steele. There
The other
are some ninety active members.
Gilson church is connected with the United
Brethren, and has about forty-eight members.
Brethren),
falso
United
Wolf (or Union) Chapel
on Section 3, has a membership of nearly
in

sixty.

In addition to these organized bodies, there

a tract of land devoted to the holding of
annual camp meetings. The history of the allotment of this ground for this purpose is of
is

interest in this connection.

Pursuant to a notice published in the Knox
County Republican, calling for the organization
of a camp ground association, the Knox County
Methodists met in Orange Chapel, September
19, 1868, and elected Peter Godfrey, J. C. Elwell,
and Joshua Burnett, Jr., trustees to purchase
and hold land tor a permanent camp ground.
They bought of N. G. Clark eleven and fourfifths acres of ground for four hundred and
seventy-four dollars. On September 3, 1869, the
number of trustees was increased to nine, and
on October 5, 1872, another acre purchased
The camp ground is on
for fifty-five dollars.
the line of the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy
Railway, a mile southeast of Gilson. It is well
adapted for picnics as well as camp meetings.
A good fence, horse corral, and buildings have
been put up, and wells dug. at a cost of about
The camp meeting befifteen hundred dollars.
gins the Tuesday before the fourth Sunday in
each August, and lasts one week. Since 1882
a gate fee has been charged all visitors. From
the proceeds thus obtained the improvements
have been made, and about eight hundred dolThe present trustees
lars are in the treasury.
E. H. Arnold. President: E. J. Young,
are:
Secretary and Treasurer; A. Dean, H. Shoop,
J. M. Vangilder, E. Cramer, G. G. Moore, J. W.
Messrs. Arnold and
Davis and A. Bruner.
Young have been on the Board for over twenty
•

years.

There are eight common schools, one of which
(that at Gilson) is a graded school. The buildings are frame, but well constructed, with a
view to adapting them to their use. The attendance includes nearly all the children of the
township within the legal limits of the school

The teachers are selected with great care,
sufficient to ensure competence. In fact, the Gilson school won two of
the premiums awarded at the State fair of

age.

and the salaries are

1878.

Gilson and Mechanicsburg are the two vilThe former is situated in the south7. and has a population
about one hundred and fifty souls. It is not
incorporated. Its business establishments comprise six stores, two blacksmith shops, two carpenter shops, a harness shop, and a grain

lages.

east corner of Section
of

elevator.

The settlement of Mechanicsburg antedates
The first store in the village
that of Gilson.
was kept by Edmund Smith, and the first industrial establishments were wagon and blacksmith shops. A postofflce was established May
7. 1852, and named
by the government Haw
Creek. .Joseph Harshbarger was the first postmaster, and was succeeded, September 16. 1852,
bv Allen T. Rambo. Woodford Pearce followed

—

—

him on March 17. 1855, and on March 5. 1857,
the office was removed to Gilson. which was
then a railway station, and Mechanicsburg
asleep.

fell
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Of the early settlers of the township, many
moved away, but the descendants of some of
those who remained are numerous. Some of the
most familiar family names are Housh, Pickrel,

Richmond, and Burnett.
There was a large grist mill built at an early
day in Section 34, on the Spoon River, which
did a flourishing business for many years, but
the flow of water in the river grew less and
less, until the miller could obtain power during
only about seven months in the year. As a result, the enterprise was abandoned; but the
building and machinery were removed to Maquon, where they were utilized in the construction of a steam mill.
In 1849 a "cholera scare" was occasioned by
the arrival of three immigrant families Stani-

—

—

and Foster who came by
water to Peoria and finally located in the
northeastern part of Haw Creek-Township. The
scourge appeared shortly after their arrival, and
ford,

Richardson

the community was not a little perturbed. Mr.
Staniford, Mrs. Fred Foster, Mrs. Thomas Richardson and two of her children, and William
Richardson died, but fortunately the disease
spread no farther.
One of the most exciting episodes in the histoi-y of the township occurred in August, 1877,

and was of sufficient importance to ae worthy of
On Sunday, the
mentioning in some detail.
fifth of that month, while the family of Mr.
Woodford Pearce, of Gilson. was at church, a
tramp entered their home, and, after ransacking
the premises, departed with a miscellaneous assortment of personal property, including sevOn the discovery
enty-five dollars in money.
of the theft a hue and cry was raised, and a
posse was soon in hot pursuit. The culprit was
discovered eating his dinner in a grove near by.
He was armed, and, on seeing the approach of
his would-be captors, he retreated to a cornfield,
firing as he fied. His shots were returned, and
during the fusilade William Kellar was shot in
Reinforcements were sent for, and
the ankle.
soon the field was surrounded by two hundred
men and boys. The tramp was discovered and
A horse
again took fiight, firing as he ran.
ridden by James Pickrel was wounded and the
Another horse, carrying
rider's knee bruised.
was
shot
Charles
Cramer,
and
Charles Masten
through the neck and killed, and a bullet
through the heart killed Charles Belden. The
tramp also exchanged shots with Charles W.
McKown at short range (less than fifteen feet),
the former receiving a slight flesh wound in the
arm and side, the latter was shot through the
left lung, the bullet lodging in the muscles of
the back, where it still remains. Under cover
of the night the quarry made good his escape.
He had cast aside his shirt and vest, however,
and these were discovered. In one of the pockets of the latter was found an express receipt
given to Frank Rande. This clew led to his
ultimate capture, in St. Louis, through the
skillfully directed efforts of Frank Hitchcock,
then Sheriff of Peoria County, but not until
after he had committed another robbery at the
house of John R. Scoles, near St. Elmo, Illi-
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Scoles and another man and
dangerously wounding a third, as he was making his escape from an excited, infuriated troop
of pursuers.
Before being overpowered at St. Louis, he
also killed one of the policemen assisting in
making the arrest. A reward of one thousand
dollars was offered and paid for his apprehension. He was taken to Galesburg, where he was
tried, convicted and sentenced to life imprisonment in the Joliet penitentiary, where, seven
years later, he broke the Warden's skull with
an iron bar and was shot by a prison guard.
Recently a mineral spring has been discovered on Section 34. The water is said to be very
killing

nois,

Mr.

potent in curing disease, and has been shipped
far and near for use of invalids, barrels of it
having gone as far as Oregon. The surrounding grounds are being beautified, and preparations are in progress for erecting a large hospital near the spring.

GILSON.

A

been already made to
its relative promia more extended

brief reference has

the village of Gilson,

nence in the township

but

justifies

notice.

The village was laid out July 10. 1857, on the
southeast quarter of Section 7, by Linneus Rich-

mond and James

Gilson,

for

whom

it

was

—

named. The location was good, just on the
edge of the timber land along Haw Creek, eleven
miles from Galesburg, on the Peoria branch of
the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railway.
The engines first in use on this line burned
wood, and a large trade grew up in that species
Indeed, Gilson now seems to have
of fuel.
been laid out on an open prairie, so thoroughly
has the timber been cleaned away.
The first school house was put up before Gilson came into existence, and was used until
about 1872, when the present structure was
There are two
erected. The school is graded.
and United
churches Methodist Episcopal
Brethren in Christ. The present population is
business is
hundred
and
fifty.
The
about one
mostly confined to trade with surrounding
two
barber
There are two hotels,
farmers.
shops, and an apiary of one hundred colonies

—

of bees.

The

postoffice

was established March

6,

1857,

with David Richmond as postmaster. His successors have been Woodford Pearce, May 21,
1857; J. S. Linn, March 4, 1859; John Love, June
23,
1860; James Moore, December 16, 1860;

Jonas Ickes, January
loch.

May

24,

1870;

B.

6,

A.

1865;
Hill,

W. J. McCulNovember 23,

Morris Blanchard, June 4, 1886; Jennie
Utter, May 29, 1889; Morris Blanchard, Septem1885;
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ber

27, 1S93; G.

W. Bushong, August

7,

1897. It is

a money order

office, and has a large patronage.
Gilson Camp of the Modern Woodmen was
organized August 31, 1895, with ten members.
First officers: J. E. Scott, V. C; J. F. Conner,
W. A.; J. N. Woolsey, B.; J. H. Baird, Clerk.
In November, 1898, there were flfty-two beneficiary and five social members.
There has
never been a death in the camp. Present officers:
J. F. Conner, V. C; C. L. Dossett, W. A.;
A. R. Holloway, K. B. J. K. Newman, Clerk;
E. H. McElwain, E.; W. S. Steepleton, S.; C.
H. Upp, W.; J. B. Miller, Physician; C. H. Upp,
;

Robert Sumner and D. A. Hughes, Managers.

SAMUEL BURNS A>DERSO>.
Samuel Burns Anderson was born in 1801 in
Greenbriar County, Virginia. His father, Archibald Anderson, was a native of the same State.
In 1829, near Union, Ohio, he married Miss Irene
Six children were born to them:
F. Watts.
Mrs. Elizabeth Huggins;
Henry Clay (deceased); Daniel W., of Oregon; Mrs. Malinda A,
Wright (deceased); Mrs. Mary E. Couse (deceased); and Samuel C. (deceased).
Both Mr. and Mrs. Anderson were brought up
by the Shakers of Union Village. Ohio. Mr.
Anderson went to them when he was only seven
years old, and from them learned his trade, that
of a blacksmith, which he followed many years.
He was also a good machinist and turner, having served an apprenticeship of seven years in
these trades. He was a giant in strength, one
of his feats being to lift two anvils by the
horns and strike them together.
After his marriage Mr. Anderson settled in
Monroe, Butler County, Ohio.
In 1835 he
moved to Knox County, Illinois, and settled in
Haw Creek and Orange townships, opening a
shop and also farming one hundred and sixty
acres of land.
He brought with him from
Ohio three short-horn cattle, among the first
in the county, and from them raised a valuable
herd.

He was

also for a long time the largest

buyer of hogs in the county, driving them to
Peoria and Galena.
Mr. Anderson was County Commissioner
when there were but three in the county, which
office he held for many years.
At that time
there was but one pauper in the entire county,
and Mr. Anderson kept and cared for her. In
politics, he was a republican.
Mr. Anderson died at the age of seventy-two,
honored and respected by the community. His
wife died at the age of eightj'-six.

CHARLES HUHBARU

HU(J(iI>S.

Charles Hubbard Huggins, son of David and
Cynthia (Bartlett) Huggins, was born in Orleans County, Vermont, November 27, 1826.
David Huggins was born in Cornish, New
Hampshire, May 14, 1787. In 1834 he came, with
his son Nathaniel, to Knoxville. Illinois, and
purchased land in Knox Township, and town
lots in Knoxville, and then returned to Vermont. In the t all of the same year he removed
with his family to Knox County, via Burlington,
Vermont; Lake Champlain; Troy, New York;

Erie Canal to Buffalo, New York; by boat to
Cleveland, Ohio; by canal to Portsmouth, Ohio;
thence down the Ohio River, and up the Mississippi and Illinois rivers to Beardstown, Illinois; thence by ox-team and horse-team to
Knox Township. The Huggins family was the
seventh that settled in Knoxville.
Mr. C. H. Huggins obtained his education in
Knoxville, and learned the carpenter's trade
with his half-brother, Edson. He followed that
occupation five years; and then, for four years,
very successfully operated a saw mill on Court
Creek; he afterwards purchased a farm in Persifer Township, on which he worked till 1862.
He was married in Galesburg, Illinois, April 5,
1849, to Elizabeth J., daughter of Samuel B.
Anderson, an old settler in Knox Township.
Mr. and Mrs. Huggins have had no children, but
they brought up ten, two of whom they adopted:
Alpha B., wife of Dr. L. A. Burr; and Hubbard
Huggins. who was the son of James Anderson;
one of the ten children reared by them was
Cora E. Anderson, daughter of Mrs. Huggins's
youngest brother.
In April, 1862, Mr. and Mrs. Huggins started
across the western plains with a team of horses,
in a large company that, part of the way, had
nine hundred wagons. Their special company
had fifteen wagons, Anthony Colwell being its
Captain; Edson Huggins, brother of Charles
H., was also a member of the company; they
arrived in Oregon in October.
Mr. Huggins
farmed a year near Salem, Oregon, and then
removed to Boise City, Idaho, where he kept
the Idaho Hotel for three years, afterwards
conducting a dairy in which he had fifty cows.

He made

6,000
for one dollar

pounds of butter, which was sold
and a quarter a pound in gold,

when greenbacks were worth only fifty cents
on the dollar. He carried a cooking stove into
Boise City on horseback. He and his partner,
George Russell, bought sixty pack horses in
Salem, Oregon, and. loading them with prowent through to Boise City. Mr. Hug-

visions,

gins

managed

the

hotel

while

Mr.

Russell

"packed" back and forth between Boise City
and Umatilla, on the Columbia River. The
usual cost of packing goods on that line into
Boise City was twenty-five cents a pound, and
the price of provisions was something remarkable; live hogs brought a dollar a pound, and
chickens, large or small, a dollar a piece. They
had eighty regular boarders at the hotel, and
were prepared for as many "transients," who
paid a dollar for lodging, and furnished their
own bedding. They finally sold out and went
to San Francisco, where they took passage for
New York City, via Panama. They started from
Boise City, January 1, 1867, traveled three hundred miles by stage, then by water to New York,
reaching Knoxville, Illinois, February 19.
After returning from Idaho, Mr. Huggins conducted a general store in Gilson, Haw Creek
Township, for four years, when he sold out and
turned his attention to farming. For his place
of residence, he located in Haw Creek Township on the old homestead of Samuel B. Anderson, his wife's father, where he has a farm of
two hundred and seventy-seven acres of choice
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land, and where he conducted a dairy till 1S9S.
In addition to his farm, he owns three hundred
acres of pasture land.
Mr. and Mrs. Huggins are members of the
Presbyterian Church in Knoxville. They have
aiways been influential members of society in

Knox County and have been honored

in

many

ways. For sixteen years he has been a member
of the Executive Committee of the Knox County
Agricultural Society. While in Gilson, he was
Superintendent of the Sunday school.
Mr. Huggins is a republican. He has always
taken a deep interest in whatever pertained to
the welfare of Knox County, and the community
in

which he

lived.

DAVID WOOLSEY.
David Woolsey was born in Ulster County,
York, January 3, 1S28. His parents, Hezekiah and Hannah (Cutler) Woolsey, were born
in Dutchess County, New York. His father died
In Ohio, and his mother in Elmwood, Illinois.
The old Woolsey family came from England,
and the grandmother and great-grandmother on
the father's side were born in Holland. The
paternal grandparents were William Woolsey,
born in New York, and Hannah Wright) Woolsey; his maternal grandparents were David and
Patience
(Sheldon)
Cutler,
born in New
England.

New

(

Mr. Woolsey was educated in the common
schools of Ohio. In 1849, he came alone to
Knox County, where, at the age of twenty-one,
he was the happy possessor of fifty dollars in
cash.
For several years he built fences, made
rails, and did such work as he could get from
the older settlers. He was first married August
25, 1850, to Elizabeth Fry, who was born in
Ohio, May 25, 1828. She was fifth in a family of
twelve children. Mr. and Mrs. Woolsey had
Lefee A., Hezekiah, and Wilthree children:
liam Cyrus, all of whom died when young.
Mr. Woolsey married for his second wife Mildred, daughter of Alexander and Elizabeth

(Wright) Logan

May

4,

1856.

She was born

in

Virginia, April 27, 1837. The children of this
union are: Alva, who married Flora Hall and
lives in Elba Township;
Alonzo, deceased:
Louisa, deceased; William, married to Nora
Taylor; Arzella, the wife of Frank E. Nelson;
Deborah, deceased; Lenora M., married William
Chase, and lives in Haw Creek Township; Julia
A., the wife of Milton Sherman, of Oklahoma;
Charles, living in Truro Township: Adelbert,
deceased; and Clyde, now living in Haw Creek.

Mr.

and

Woolsey farmed in Maquon, Chestnut,
Creek Township, remaining for five

Haw

years in the latter. He purchased one hundred
and fifty acres of land in Haw Creek Township,
and began his residence there in 1865. He
greatly improved his farm and added to it. until,
at the present time, he owns six hundred and
thirty-one acres in Knox County. He is a very
successful and progressive farmer, and is considered one of the best stock men in the county.
Mr. and Mrs. W^oolsey are identified with the
United Brethren Church, and contribute largely
toward its support. They are noted in the com-

munity

kindness of heart and unos-

for their

tentatious charity.

BENNETT, JOSEPH, deceased; Farmer; Haw
Creek Township; born in Milton, Saratoga
County, New York, November 22, 1818.
His
parents were William Bennett and Lydia (Hathaway).
August 25, 1839, he was married to
Lois C. Wilcox in Onandaga County, New York.
Four of their children are living:
Mrs. Hellenda L. Pearce, Chicago; Mrs. L. Adeline
Foote. Kansas; Mrs. Lois A. Housh; and Joseph Bennett, Jr. Mrs. Bennett's father. Asel
Wilcox, a native of Massachusetts, was a pioneer
of Illinois, and bought several farms, one of
them, on which his daughter settled, being located in Knox County; he was a Master Mason.
His daughter, Lois C, was born November 6,
1813. in Manlius, Onandaga County, New York,
His wife, Hellenda (Foster), was a native of
New York. Lois C. (Wilcox) Bennett was educated in New York and taught school there for
ten years. At the age of thirteen she joined the
Methodist Episcopal Church and has been a
member for more than seventy-three years, and
a Sunday school teacher for nearly seventy
years.
She is a remarkable woman and a good
manager, and at the age of eighty-five her mind
is bright and active.
Joseph Bennett, senior,
and family came to Illinois in 1855, and to

Knox County in 1858. They settled in Haw
Creek Township, where the family owned one
hundred and sixty acres of land, to which Mrs.
Bennett later added ninety acres.
Mr. Bennett was a member of the Methodist Episcopal
Church. In politics, he was a republican. He
died in Haw Creek Township November 11,
1875.

CLARK, SALINA E.; Haw Creek Township;
born in Maquon Township, Knox County, Illinois, June 4, 1S48, on the old Selby homestead.
Her parents were Philemon B. Selby of Lancaster, Ohio, and Elizabeth (GuUett) Selby. Her
first marriage was with Franklin Thurman. Two
children were born to them, Mrs. Florence
Odell, and Mrs. Mary Kromer.
Her second
marriage was with Thomas A. Clark, son of
Rev. William Clark of Knox County.
They
have four children;
Mrs. Jennie Burnside;
William E.; Katie; Frederick. Mr. Clark was
Road Commissioner, and has been School Director

for

fifteen

years.

He

is

a

successful

farmer.

DICKERSON. JAMES

Farmer; Haw
Creek Township, where he was born January
21. 1848.
His father. William Wright Dickerson, was born in White County, Illinois, August
3, 1820, and died August 11, 1885; his mother,
Sarah (Housh) Dickerson, died in 1863; they
were the parents of eleven children, seven of
T.;

whom reached maturity: Mrs. Mary Morss,
Mrs. Phebe Morss. James T., Mrs. Elizabeth Carter. William, Mrs. Eliza J. Woolsey. and Mrs.
Martha Dennis.
In 1865, his father married
again, the second wife being Elizabeth (Highfield) Dickerson; two children were born
to
them: John B., deceased; and Frank Wilson.
His grandparents, Louis Dickerson, of Georgia
and Elizabeth (Beck) Dickerson, of South Caro-

KNOX COUNTY.

904
Una, were

among

the early settlers in the State.

James T. Dickerson was married in Peoria
County, March 27, 1876, to Melvina Connor. Mr.
Dickerson is a practical farmer and owns three
hundred and thirty-thiee acres of land in Haw
Creek Township, besides timber land. He is a
member of the Masonic fraternity, having joined
Maquon Lodge, No. 530, when twenty-one years
of age. Mr. Dickerson is a democrat.

LACY, GEORGE LAMBKIN; Farmer; Haw
Creek Township; bcrn on the Lacy homestead
in Haw Creek Township, February 21, 1858;
educated in Knox County. His father is Peter
December 28, 1881, Mr.
Lacy of Knoxville.
Lacy was married in Knox County to Olive L.
Russell; they have four children:
Rettie E.,
Mrs.
Clarence R., Thomas E., and Mary F.
Lacy is the daughter of David and Mary A.
(Rambo) Russell, old settlers of Knox County.
Mr. Lacy was reared on the farm, and has one
hundred and sixty acres of land, comprising
the old homestead. He belongs to the Modern
Woodmen of America. In religion, he is a
Methodist. In politics, he is a democrat.

.

LOTTS,

MILTON;

Farmer;

Township; born

Haw

in Gallia County, Ohio,
father, Isaac Lotts, was

was

reared, and later bought the remainder from
the other heirs. To this he has added by purchase until he now owns seven hundred acres of
good land. March 13, 1845, Mr. Lotts was married to Elizabeth Ward, near Gilson, Illinois.
Eight children were born to them; Mrs. Larissa
Caldwell; Mrs. Fidelia Scott; Jared W.; Mrs.
Sarah S. Young, deceased; Arthur W.; Delesca,
wife of L. E. McPherris; James Oscar; and
Ella, who died in 1886. Mrs. Lotts died May 1,
In politics,
1879, at the age of fifty-four years.
Mr. Lotts is a democrat. He was Supervisor
in 1861, 1862 and 1863, and has held other local
offices.

McKOWN, CHARLES WESLEY; Apiarist;
Haw Creek Township; born March 14, 1840, in
Fulton County,

Illinois;

educated in the com-

mon schools. His parents were William McKown of Ireland, who was born November 22,
1785, and died April 6, 1865, and Sarah Davis
of Hamilton County, Ohio, born December 8,
Mr. McKown
1796, and died January 24, 1SS8.
was married in Gilson March 11, 1866, to Sarah

W. Ward.

His second marriage
becca C. Traxler, March 24, 1885.
children are living:
Frank T.,
Daisy. Mr. McKown came with

Haw

in the Fall of 1858, and settled in
Creek Township, where he farmed until

1862.
He enlisted in Company F, Eighty-sixth
Illinois Volunteer Infantry, under Captain J.
L. Burkhalter. He fought in the following battles; Perryville,

was with ReThree

of their

Henry C, and
his parents to

Chickamaugua, Kenasaw Moun-

Mission Ridge, through the Atlanta campaign, at Jonesburg, and with Sherman in his
He participated
famous "March to the Sea."
in the Grand Review at Washington at the
close of the war, and was honorably discharged
June 6, 1865. After his return to Knox County
he taught school, and, after his marriage, settains,

He then became
tled on a farm for two years.
a merchant in Gilson, and in 1876, sold out and
became an apiarist. In 1889, his ability and
success was recognized by his appointment to
the position of ignited States Ganger at Peoria,
which he held for five years. He then returned
to Gilson and continued his work as an apiarist,
often producing as many as ten thousand pounds
Mr. McKown is a Royal
of honey in a season.
Arch Mason. He has also been Adjutant and
Quartermaster of the Eighty-sixth Regiment,
Illinois

Creek
January
born in

1823.
His
Greenbrier County, West Virginia; his mother,
Nancy (Knox), in Monroe County of the same
His maternal grandparents. James and
State.
Sarah (Robinson) Knox, were natives of Virginia; his paternal grandparents were Jacob
Lotts, a native of Germany and a soldier in
the Revolution, and Elizabeth (Wolf), a sister
Mr.
of General Wolf of Revolutionary fame.
Lotts came to Knox County with his parents in
1837.
His father died October 4, 1875, aged
eighty-three years; his mother, September 26,
Mr. Lotts in1875, aged seventy-six years.
herited a part of the homestead on which he

1,

Knox County

Volunteer Infantry Reunion Association

since its organization in 1887. In politics, he is
a republican.
MILLER, DR. JOHN B.; Gilson, Haw Creek

Township; Physician; born

in Delavan, Taze-

well County, Illinois, October 22, 1852; educated
in the High Schools of Illinois. Dr. Miller's paternal grandfather, William Miller, was of
His son, George W. Miller,
Scotch descent.
father of Dr. Miller, was born in New Albany,
Indiana, and, soon after his birth, the family
moved to Kentucky, and from there to Lawrence County, Illinois. He became a Methodist
minister and married Elizabeth Westfall, a native of Lawrence County, and the daughter of
Isaac Westfall. Dr. Miller studied medicine one
year with Drs. Wright and Laney in Canton,
Illinois, and, after moving with his father to
Gilson, he studied two years with Dr. D. W.
Aldrich in that place, and then attended the

College of Physicians and Surgeons at KeoHe
kuk, Iowa, where he graduated in 1873.
settled immediately in Bonaparte. Iowa, but
after nine months, returned to Gilson, where
he married and then settled in Orion, Henry
County, Illinois. After a short time he returned
to Gilson, where he conducted a drug store
After practicing
for about a year and a half.
three years in Eugene, he returned to Gilson,
where he built up a good practice. Dr. Miller

has been twice married. His first wife was
Cordelia A. Ward, whom he married in Gilson,
where she died, leaving two children: Pearl,
wife of George Robertson; and Ward. His second wife was Virginia E., daughter of John
D. Moore, an old settler of Orange Township.
Of this union there are four children living:
Settle May, Joy McC, Bettie, and Lucy Lavon.
George B.. a twin brother of Bettie, died at the
age of eight months. Dr. Miller is a free reHis
In politics, he is a republican.
ligionist.
He
official positions have been school offices.
a
the
is

member of the Masonic fraternity, and of
Modern Woodmen of America. He is a

f^a/irxM^

KNOX COUNTY
popular and intelligent physician, honored and
loved by all who know him.
MURPHY, JOHN; I'^armer; Haw Creek Township; born August 20, 1S20. in County Kilkenny,
Ireland.
His parents were Nicholas and Ellen
(Hearn) Murphy, natives of Ireland, where they
died.
Mr. Murphy came to the United States
at the age of twenty-eight, and was pioneer of
the Murphy family in this country. He landed
at New Orleans and from there came by boat
to St. Louis, where he worked in a warehouse
from March till September, 1849. He then came
to Peoria, and afterwards, with some Knox
County farmers, Joshua Davis, John Walter and
son, Thomas, and Milo Preston, came to Knox
County. For ten years he worked by the month
for P. B. Selby, after which he bought a farm
of one hundred and sixty acres, which he improved and upon which he now lives. Mr. Murphy was married to Catharine (CuUinane), of
Ireland.
Ihey had a large family of children,
seven of whom are living: Nellie; Molly; Julia,
wife of Levi McGirr; Dennis; James; Michael,
and Daniel. Mr. and Mrs. Murphy are members of the Roman Catholic Church. lu politics, Mr. Murphy is a democrat, and has been
School Director for seven years.
RAMP. BENJAMIN; Farmer; Haw Creek
Township; born in Cumberland County, PennThe family is of
sylvania, November 20, 1S15.
German descent. Mr. Ramp moved to Miami
County, Ohio, in 1844, and thence to Knox
County, Illinois, in 1848, and settled on Section
October 26, 1837, Mr.
3, Haw Creek Township.
Ramp was married to Sarah Mapps. They have

had thirteen children: Elizabetn. wife of John
W. Cook, died January 14, 1862; William; Mary
Jane, wife of Henry Bell; John, died August
11, 1S42; David; Aaron, died January 14, 1854;
Benjamin, died June .5, 1850; Samuel; Jesse M.,
died October 31, 1853; Asa M.: Cephas A.;
James W.; and Charles A. Mr. Ramp's second
daughter was first married to Mr. Epperson;
there was one son, William B. Epperson. Her
Six
second marriage was to Henry R. Bell.
children were born to them: Milton; Lawrence;
Estella. now Mrs. Evans; Arthur; Lillie; and
Luetta Ella. Henry R. Bell's father was Henry
Bell, an old settler, and ex-Sheriff of Knox
County.
Mr. Bell was born in Knox County,
and is a farmer in Haw Creek Township. In
Mr. Ramp owned
politics, he is a democrat.
two thousand acres of land in Haw Creek, Truro,
and Persifer townships, all, except three hundred acres of pasture, being under cultivation.
All this he accumulated in spite of successive
accidents by which he lost first a leg and then
an arm. After recovering from the first accident, he had but little pvonerty, and was in
Mrs. Ramp were
debt for treatment. Mr. rn
members of the Presbyterian Church. Mr.
Ramp was a republican. He held several local
offices, and was for four years Justice of the
1

Peace.

REBSTOCK, JAMES; Farmer; Haw Creek
in Tuscarawas County, Ohio,
April 14. 1839; educated in the county schools.

Township; born

His father, Emanuel

Rebstock,

was born

in

Maryland, while his mother, Mary (Rolanbaugh), was a native of Germany, as were also
her parents, John and Emily Rolanbaugh.
Emanuel Rebstock died in Ohio at the age of
thirty-flve, when James was only nine years
of age; the boy lived among strangers, who did
not send him to school nor properly clothe
him. When he was fifteen years old he was
earning six dollars a month with a farmer in
Pulaski County, Indiana; the following year
he received eight dollars a month. At the age
of sixteen he entered forty acres of land for
fifty dollars.
In the Winter of 1858, he came
to Knox County, and at the age of nineteen, he
was earning fourteen dollars a month. In 1S61,
he traded his forty acres, and in 1867, bought
property in Haw Creek Township. In 1862, Mr.
Rebstock enlisted in Company G, Eighty-third
Illinois Volunteers, and after serving two years
as a private, was commissioned by Abraham Lincoln as First Lieutenant in the Eighth Colored
Heavy Artillery. He was not mustered out until
March, 1866, when he returned to Knox County
and settled on a farm near Gilson. In Gilson,
July 26, 1866, Mr. Rebstock was married to Mrs.
In
Salinda Pickrel, daughter of Isaac Lotts.
religion, he is a Methodist. He is a republican.
He has held many offices, and is now Supervisor, having been elected in 1880, holding the
oflice continuously, with the exception of four
years. In his official capacity he has rendered
the county valuable service. Mr. Rebstock is a
member of the Grand Army of the Republic and
of the A. F. and A. M. He has been prosperous
in his business enterprises.

SCOTT, WILLIAM; Merchant;
Creek

Township;

born in

Gilson,

Highland

Haw

County,

His father, Henry
of Virginia; his mother,
Margaret (Burnett) Scott, was a native of Delaware. At the age of seventeen years, Mr. Scott
enlisted in Company D, Sixtieth Ohio Infantry,
and served twelve months; after his discharge
he re-enlisted in the Twenty-fourth Battery,
Ohio Light Artillery, and served till June, 1865,
having participated in important battles. He
Ohio,

Scott,

November 13,
was a native

1843.

was captured by General Jackson and released
on parole. After the close of the war. Mr. Scott
came to Illinois, in September, 1865, and entered Hedding College, at Abingdon, teaching
In 1S68. he returned
at times to pay his way.
to Ohio, and the next year entered the Normal
In 1869, he
School at Lebanon, in that State.
returned to Illinois and resumed teaching. In
1871, he removed to Adams County, Nebraska,
where he taught school, but again became a
citizen of Knox County in 1874, and for four
In
years taught school in and about Gilson.
1878, he opened a store for general merchandise at Gilson.

He has prospered

in business

and owns two farms, one in Nebraska and one
in Knox County. He is a member of the United
Brethren, and a steward in the church.
He

March 23. 1879, Mr. Scott was
is a republican.
married to Amanda E. Lawrence, daughter of
John and Abigail (Farlow) Lawrence, old setThey have three children:
tlers in this county.
Carl L.. Floreth B., and Jewel E.
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STEVENSON, WILLIAM C; Farmer; Haw
Creek Township; born in Franklin County,
Ohio, February 26. 1S36; educated in Knox
County.
His father, Edward Stevenson, was
born in Maryland; his mother, Mary (Keys),
was born in Delaware. Mary Keys's father's

name was James.

Edward Stevenson's

pa-

rents, Zacharia and Sarah, were born in Maryland, as was also Zacharia's father, John, who
was of Englisn descent. William C. Stevenson
was married to Charlotte A. Ouderkirk. the
daughter of Jacob and Nancy (Waffle) Ouderkirk, at her home in Haw Creek Township,

February

2V,

1S59.

They have two children,
Ethmer V. Stevenson.
Knox County in 1841,
They spent three years in

Mrs. Elsie Reynolds and
Mr. Stevenson came to

with his parents.
Jones County, Iowa, but later returned to
Knox County. He has been a successful farmer,
and has three hundred and thirty-five
acres of land in Maquon. Haw Creek, and Orange townships, in 1S65, he moved to his own
in Maquon Township and lived there till
when he settled on the old Jacob Ouderkirk place, in Haw Creek Township. In politics. Mr. Stevenson is a populist, and holds the
position of School Trustee.

farm

Elizabeth Pickrel. They had five children:
Josephine, deceased; Mrs. Mary Pursel; John;
Sarah, deceased; and Emily, who married
Darius Woolsey, and was the mother of seven
children. Mr. Wolf's first occupation after
moving to Illinois was that of cattle dealer.
He bought cattle in Missouri, Iowa, and Illinois,
and drove them to eastern markets. He was a
very shrewd and capable manager, and at the
time of his death owned nearly three thousand
acres of land in Knox County. He carried on
an extensive farming business, but used much
of his land for pasture. He often fed five hundred head of cattle at a time. Mr. Wolf was a
republican. He was a member of the MethoThe old Wolf homedist Episcopal Church.
stead is now owned and managed by John
Wolf, who was born January 27, 1853; he was
married to Miss Delmar Harshbarger, a daughThey have three
ter of Jonathan Harshbarger.
children: Ralph, Marie, and Wayne. Mr. John

Wolf owns the old homestead, and about one
thousand acres of land.

1893,

WEST. MARY ANN; Haw

Creek Township;
1819; daughter of

born in Indiana January 5.
Joshua Guliett; educated in the

common

schools

ORAMiE TOWNSHIP.
By John

the attention of early immigrants to
northern Illinois, and the pioneers were not
wholly free from fear of predatory visits from
the aboriginal owners of the soil. As a matter
of fact, however, in 1830 the year when the first
the Indians were migrating to
settlers arrived
the west, and comparatively few of them remained. A blockhouse was erected, however, in
1830, or '31, and the murder of a white man by a
strs^ggling band of hostile savages during the
Black Hawk War threw the small community
into a ferment of apprehension.
The township is crossed by several well deThat which is known as the Peofined trails.
rian and Galena runs diagonally from northwest
to southeast, passing also through Knox, cross-

came to Knox County May 31, 1838.
She was married to Samuel West, who was born
in Vermont, April 25, 1807, and died in Knox
County January 31, 1860.
Mr. West's parents
were John and Anna West of Vermont, who
were of English descent; he was educated in
the common schools of Vermont and Cincinnati,
Ohio. His occupation was that of sawyer and
miller, and he came to Knox County May 1,
1838, and helped build the Selby saw mill on
Spoon River in Haw Creek Township. Section
34, which was the first saw mill
in Knox
County.
He later remodeled it into a
grist mill, which he operated several years.
After his marriage he settled on a farm, and at
the time of his death owned about three hundred and fifty acres of land. He was a good
friend and neighbor, and a kind husband. He
affiliated with the Presbyterian Church. In politics, he was a democrat.
Mr. and Mrs. West
had six children: Anna; John; Elizabeth, now
Mrs. McTier; Joshua; Daniel; Philemon. Anna

attract

the wife of Rev. Newton G. Clark, who was
educated in the common schools, and at Valparaiso, Indiana. They had two children. Elsie,
wife of Bert Bays; and Mary L.. wife of Dr.
James U. Long. Mrs. West has been successful
in the management of her farm.

other,

of Indiana;

is

WOLF, JACOB;

Farmer; born February 7,
Athens County, Ohio, where he was
His parents were Jacob Wolf, of
Pennsylvania, and Lydia (Dorr), of Jackson
County, Ohio. Jacob Wolf. Senior, was a tanner by trade, and after living many years in
Ohio, moved to Porter County. Indiana, where
he died. The ancestry of the Wolf family is
German and English. Mr. Jacob Wolf was married in Haw Creek Township March 4, 1849, to

1814,

in

educated.

C. Eiker.

Orange, as at present defined and bounded,
was one of the first townships in the county to

—

—

ing the northeastern corner of the present city
of Knoxville. A little to the west of this is an-

which crosses Brush Creek, in Section
and forms a sort of a pathway from that
stream to the headwaters of Haw Creek. Several Indian graves have been found and their
30,

traces are yet plainly discernible, just across the

Knox Township boundary

line, on Section 32.
appearance of any considerable body
township was in 1843, when
several hundred Sacs and Foxes camped on the
northwestern quarter of Section 5, while on
their way from the north to their reservation
in Indian Territory.
About three-fourths of the soil of Orange con-

The

last

of aborigines in the

KNOX COUNTY.
sists of fertile prairie, the

remainder being cov-

ered with a good quality of timber. The wooded
sections lie along Brush and Haw creeks and
their branches, on the west and east, respectively, where the surface is much broken.
The
center of the township is flat, and here may be
found some of the most productive farms in the
county. The township is unaerlaid by three
distinct veins of bituminous coal, which are
said to be capable of furnishing a well-nigh inexhaustible output but which have been as yet
little

developed.

The first white family to settle within the
present limits of Orange was that of Joseph
Wallace, who located on Section 15, in 1830,
and found a rudely constructed cabin suffice for
After the death of his wife, on
the old farm, Mr. Wallace removed to Iowa.
Asa Haynes (born in Dutchess County, New
their shelter.

York, in 1804) came in 1836.
He had bought
the three hundred acres on Section 30, on which
he erected a one roomed log cabin, in which he
took up his residence with his wife, formerly
Miss Mary Gaddis, to whom he had been marHe was hardy, daring and
ried October 7, 1830.
adventurous, but without education other than
such as he had obtained during two months'
attendance at an Ohio district school each winHe brought with
ter during six or seven years.
him his two children, a half brother, Hiram, and
a nephew, Isaac Hill. During their journey
from Ohio, which occupied nineteen days, they
encountered more or less rainfall during seventeen days, and found the rivers swollen to the
summit of their banks, even the horses' harness never drying. Mr. Haynes was energetic
and enterprising, and from the outset proved
a potent factor in the development of the new
country. He started the first brick yard and in

saw mill, which was operwater power obtained from Brush
Creek.
In 1841 he erected a large barn, and
the following year replaced his primitive cabin
by a brick house, which in those early days was
regarded as commodious. While by no means a
profound scholar himself, he took a deep interest in the imparting of at least a sound primary education to children. For a time he himself taught an elementary school in his little
cabin, and when his brick home was completed,
one room was reserved and furnished as a
school-room. Miss Frances Moore was the instructress, becoming later, Mrs. Hiram Haynes.
Asa Haynes became, in his day, the largest
landholder in Orange Township, at one time
1840, built the first

ated

by

•jor

owning nine hundred and eighty-nine acres. He
was one of the adventurers of 1849 and Captain
of the "Jayhawkers" company of gold seekers
formed at Monmouth. He led this little band
The hardships
of sixty across the continent.
and privations which the men underwent caused
many to drop by the way, but Mr. Haynes
reached California safely, where he remained
until 1851.

Later in

life

he returned to Califor-

made that State his residence for sevHe returned home and died at the
house of a daughter, in Missouri, March 29, 1889.
only one — Mrs. Nancy J.
children,
Of his six
nia and

eral years.

Wiley, who yet lives on a part of the old homestead remains in the township.
James Ferguson came from Kentucky, with
his family, in the same year with Mr. Wallace,

—

settling

on Section 11. He had several, chiltwo are at present residents of

dren, but only

Orange; Andrew J., a farmer living on Section
10, and Mrs. Sarah Weir, whose home is on
Section 15. The elder Ferguson attained prominence as being the first Justice of the Peace
and the first Overseer of the Poor in the township. He was also a soldier in the Black Hawk
War, being commissioned as Major. He diea
in 1841, his widow surviving him for twenty
years. Both sleep in the quiet plot of ground
reserved for sepulture on the old farm.
Peter Godfrey is among the best known settlers of 1832, and he and his wife are among
the oldest and most honored couples belonging
to the "Old Settlers' Association of Knox
County." John Denney and John and Simon
McAllister arrived two years later. Isaiah Hutson and wife emigrated from the State of New
York in 1S37. He has since died (1883), but
his widow and daughter still find their home on
the homestead, which was theirs sixty years
ago. Thomas Gilbert was also an early settler,
his farm being on Section 8. His son, Thomas,
is a prominent citizen of Knoxville, and two of
his daughters still reside in that city.
Other early settlers of the township who are
worthy of especial mention are as follows:
Thomas and James Sumner, who came from
Ohio in 1837 and settled on Section 23. James
lost his life through an accident, but Thomas
still lives at his old home.
Turner
emigrated
from
Chester
Israel
County, Pennsylvania, in 1837. He entered two
hundred and forty acres on Section 32, remaining there until he died. Anderson Barnett also
came in the same year, settling on Section 10.
To him belonged the distinction of begetting
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the largest family of children- (eighteen) ever
reared in the township, nearly all of whom are

Mary

yet living.

struction to

The

oldest residents of the township at pres-

ent are William Reed and Mrs. Sarah E. Weir.
The early houses were, of course, of logs, and
of these Mr. Wallace built the

Thomas

15.

A.

Rude

first,

erected the

on Section
first

brick

dwelling, on the farm of the late William Turis

still

Haynes

same

A

portion of the latter
standing, but the residence of Mr. Asa

ner, in the

is

section.

probably the oldest structure in the

county, remaining precisely as

it

was

limits of the present District No.

teacher was

Thomas

Ellison,

since

passed

to give in-

whom

have

away,

teen.

built.

earliest marriages were those of Alexander Robertson to Narcissa Ferguson, and
This was
of Daniel Fuqua to Lydia Bomar.
a double wedding and the ceremony was solemnized by Rev. Jacob Gum, at the Ferguson
residence, on Section 10. The first white child
born (1833) was Cynthia, daughter of James
Ferguson.
It has usually been stated by historians of
the township that the first death was that of a
Mr. M. Cramer; but one of the oldest living
settlers of Orange is authority for the statement that the first person to die was an aged
female pauper, who was, at the time of her
death, living on the farm of James Ferguson,
Both were
at the time Overseer of the Poor.
interred in a plat of ground on Section 15,
known as the McCramer burying ground.
Sixteen burials were made here, when interments were discontinued and there is now
nothing to mark the spot. The Ferguson and
the Ward burying grounds (the latter on Section
3) are neglected spots and are seldom used.
There are, however, two other cemeteries, which
are well kept up and which contain many handsome moniiments. These are the Haynes, on
Section 20, and the McAllister, on Section 12.
The first school house was of logs, and stood
on Section 14. It was known as the Wallace
School, and religious services were occasion-

first

.where Miss

while others have
grown old and silver-haired. At present Orange
Township has eight schools, all ungraded, occupying well constructed frame buildings. The
houses are modern and represent an outlay, in
the aggregate, of about ten thousand dollars.
In addition to this sum, libraries and equipments have cost a thousand dollars. The total
enrolment of pupils is two hundred and seven-

long

The two

ally held within its rude, unplastered walls.

3,

was the first
boys and girls, some of

Gilbert Chaffee

The

who wielded
He died at

the birch during the Winter of 1836.

Abingdon, in 1897. Mr. Ellison was followed
by Anderson Barnett, who taught in 1837 and
The school house erected in what is now
1838.
District No. 8 was of brick, Israel Turner being
the mason and the carpentry being done by
Charles Corwin. Miss Amanda Corwin, one of
the earliest graduates from Knox College, was
the first teacher and remained six years. Another early school house was that within the

The

earliest

religious

service

held

in

the

township was conducted by Rev. Jacob Gum, a
Baptist minister, at the home of James Ferguson.
The first denomination to organize into
a church society was the Methodist Episcopal.
This body erected a house of worship known as
Orange Chapel, in 1855. It was built on Section 22, and was of brick, burned in the yard
of Anderson Barnett and laid by Thomas Rambo.
The building was dedicated in the Spring
The Gilson
of 1856, by Rev. Richard Haney.
Circuit was ostablished in 1857-8, and Orange
The
Chapel was included within its limits.
following is a list of its pastors, from 1857 to
1857-8, Rev. G. M. Irwine; 1859-60, Rev.
1898:
Wm. Watson; 1860-61, Rev. C. M. Wright; 1862,
Rev. J. B. Mills; 1803, Rev. G. W. Havermale;
1864, Rev. A. Beeler; 1865, Rev. A. Fisher; 18Gfi7,

Rev.

Thomas Watson;

1868-9, Rev.

Stephen

Brink; 1870-1, Rev. G. W. Miller; 1872-3, Rev.
Jesse Smith; 1874, Rev. L. B. Dennis; 1877-9,
Rev. F. R. Boggess; 1880-1, Rev. Frank Smitli;
1882, Rev.

N. H. Merriam; 1883, Rev. William

Rev. Geo. D. Hensell; 1888,
Bently; 1889-90, Rev. Lewis ApMead; 1892, Rev. Samuel Albricht; 1893-5, Rev. B. C. Dennis; 1896,
Rev. A. P. Bolen; 1897-8, Rev. S. E. Steele.
Early in the seventies revival services were
held at the school house in District No. 4, which
resulted in a general awakening of religious interest.
At that time there was no organized
church other than Orange Chapel, although
the township,
a moderate
there was,
in
sprinkling of Congregationalists and Protestant
Collens;

1886-7,

Rev.

N.

E.

ringer; 1891, Rev. Alford

Methodists.
The fervor of both these sects
was aroused. Both denominations organized
and
Haynes Chapel was built by the
societies,
Protestant Methodists.
The Congregational
Church had no place of worship and soon ceased
to exist as a local organization.

A

general re-

ligious desline appeared to supervene about the

s^J^ci^

/^/st^^f^^^ve^

KNOX COUNTY.
same

spreading over the territory between Knoxville and Hermon, on the north and
south, and Gilson and Abingdon, on the east
and west. In fact, for nearly twenty years, or
until 1S90, Orange Chapel was the only center
of organic Christian effort.
In the last mentioned year, however, a branch of the Young
People's Society of Christian Endeavor was
formed at Haynes Chapel, with nine active
members. For several years the young people
conducted weekly services there, after their
customary fashion, and in 1893, Rev. A. W. Depew, of Abingdon, began preaching, with marked
success; Haynes Chapel being considered an
outlying station.
By this time the Christian
Endeavorers numbered forty, and it was not
long before another Congregational church was
organized, with twenty-two members. Its first
pastor was Rev. Mr. Slater, who preached for
the congregation from May, 1894, to February,
1895.
For nearly two years thereafter, the
church was without a regular pastor, but on
December 1, 1897, Rev. West Alden accepted
the congregation's call. The present membership is thirty-eight, and the Young People's
The number of
Society is still maintained.
Sunday schools in the township is three, with
an average attendance of thirty-six. Mr. J. K.
Lawrence is Orange Vice President for the
time,

County Association.
The township was organized and its name
chosen at a meeting held April 3, 1853. The
name seems to have been selected on account
shape of the central prairie, which, in
those early days, was one of the most beautiful
Asa Haynes was elected
spots in the State.
Supervisor; A. Barnett, Clerk; A. Pierce, Assessor; J. G. Rude, Collector; Peter Godfrey
of the

and David Stephens, Constables; Samuel Mather
and J. Wallace, Overseers of the Poor; J. H.
McGrew, Thomas Gilbert and Morris Chase.
Highway Commissioners.
The chief industries are agriculture and stock
although in those early days, brick
yards were started by Asa Haynes, Thompson
Rude, and Anderson Barnett. These ventures
proved unprofitable, however, and the kilns long
ago fell into disintegration and decay. From
the time of its settlement Orange ranked high
among the best cereal producing sections of the
county, although a lack of transportation facilithe grain
of
ties prevented the marketing
More than half was used in the fatraised.
tening of stock. Haynes, Godfrey and Sumner
Brothers manifested great interest in improvraising,
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ing the quality of live stock, and were the

first

China hogs and short horn
market of the pioneers
was Peoria, although Canton and Oquawka received a fair share of the farm products.
The

to introduce spotted
cattle.

The

principal

farmers hauled their produce by teams, receiving in exchange supplies which they carried
home to their expectant families. The opening
of the first railroad, in 1S54, altered the entire

now

situation, shippers

finding Chicago at once

the most accessible and most profitable market.

The only
fiourishing

village
little

in

in 1S82,

and owes

—to

H. Malory.

S.

Orange is DeLong, a
on the line of the
came into existence

station

Narrow Gauge Road.
its

Wayne Marks when

It

being

— as

it

He bought

its

name

site

from

does
the

the preliminary survey of

the line was made, in anticipation of a station
being established thereon, and called the village

DeLong, in honor of the explorer of that name.
It can boast two general stores, a barber shop,
two blacksmith shops, two grain elevators, a
building containing a hall and store room, and
about a dozen residences.
Its population is
about fifty, and it is a relatively important shipping point for grain and stock.
Two societies have branches there. The Modern Woodmen established a camp in 1896, with
sixteen members. The first ofiicers were: C. A.
Clark, V. C; W. A. Wiley, C; A. L. Turner,
E. B.; F. Hopkins, W. A.; G. M. Clark, E.; E.
T. Haynes, W.; G. W. Logue, S.; W. H. Wiley,
J. Boston and J. F. Turner, Managers.
The
present

official

staff

is

composed

of:

R.

L.

C; W. A. Wiley, C; E. Haynes, E. B.;
W. A.; C. Wollsey, E.; J. Eckman,
Tucker, S.; L. Mather, W. Wise, and

Eiker, V.

B. C. King,

W.; E.

F. N. Clark,

Managers.

A

lodge of Good Templars was organized in
the 'Fall of 1897, and has greatly prospered, its
present membership exceeding fifty. Its first

were:
H. L. Haynes, C. T.; Mrs. A.
Wiley, V. T.; Miss Amy Briley, Secretary; Miss
Sarah Haynes, Financial Secretary; E. T.
Haynes. Marshal.
The township furnished its full quota of
troops in both the Mexican and Civil wars, and
has within its borders one veteran of both
the venerable Aaron Weir.
The census figures relative to population are
ofiicers

In 1840, four hundred and ninety;
in 1860, eight hundred and seventy-six; in 1870,
eleven hundred and sixty-seven; in 1880, eleven
as follows:

hundred and
fifty-one.

thirty; in 1890, eight

hundred and
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ASA HAYNES.
Captain Asa Haynes was born in 1804, in
Dutchess County, New York. He was of ScotchIrish parentage, his grandfather, Enoch Haynes,
having come to this country early in its history,
together with a brother, William, who settled
in one of the Carolinas.
The mother of Asa Haynes died while her
son was an infant, and he was cared for by an
older sister.
At nine years of age he was
"bound out." but six years later he rejoined his
father, who was "coming west." Clinton County,
Ohio, was their destination, and here the boy
helped clear the farm and shared in the toil
and hardship of pioneer life. Now and then in
the winter time he was sent to school for a
brief term, but he received altogether not more
than thirteen months of such instruction.
At the age of twenty-two he. together with
an older brother, purchased a farm; and four
years later. October 7, 1830. Mr. Haynes was
married to Miss Mary Gaddis, of Fayette County,
Pennsylvania. She was of Irish descent, was a
noted beauty, and there were many suitors for
her hand.
She proved a devoted wife, and
cheerfully bore her part in the common burdens
of the time.
In 1836, Mr.

and Mrs. Haynes removed

to

Knox County. They occupied nineteen days
trip, in almost continuous rain, finding
the rivers greatly swollen, and reaching their
journey's end only after much discomfort and
danger. They began their residence in Illinois
in a log cabin of one room, located in Section
30 of Orange Township, where Mr. Haynes had
purchased three hundred acres of land.
The enterprise of Asa Haynes was equal to
the opportunities afforded by the undeveloped
country.
Soon after his arrival he started a
brick yard, and in 1840. built a saw-mill on
Brush Creek. His appreciation of the advantages of education is evidenced by the tact that
in winter he opened a school in his own house
and taught it himself. In 1843. he built a large
frame barn the largest in the county at the
time.
The "raising" was an historic event;
with only three exceptions every man in Knox
County was present to assist. The next year
saw the erection of a fine two-story brick house
The
of twelve rooms, which is still standing.
lumber for the barn and the brick for the
dwelling had been manufactured by Mr. Haynes
himself; most of the furniture was constructed
on the spot, a competent workman having been
secured for the purpose. A large number of
hands were employed upon the place, until it
seemed more like a colony than a farm. Sheep
were kept to supply the wool needed for clothing, and a tailoress was hired for six months
every year to cut and make the homespun suits.
With such a spirit of ambitious enterprise Mr.
Haynes prospered, and performed his part in
the development of Knox County.
He was
County Commissioner and Supervisor for sevupon the

—

eral years.

Mr. Haynes was one of the celebrated "Jayhawkers" of 1849, and in that year, crossed the
plains as Captain of the company from Mon-

mouth. He was a republican, and during the
Civil War was outspoken in the expression of
loyal sentiments, and was several times threatened by the notorious Knights of the Golden
Circle, though without effect. For many years,
he was a noted stock-raiser, having been the
first to introduce the spotted China hog, and
one of the three men who first brought shorthorn cattle into Knox County. He was one of
thei founders of the Knox County Agricultural
Society. At one time. Mr. Haynes owned nearly
one thousand acres of land in Orange Township,
five hundred acres in Iowa, and two fine farms

in California, where, for several years, he made
his home.
In religion, he was a Protestant
Methodist.
He died at the old homestead in
Orange Township, March 29. 1889.
Eight children were born to Mr. and Mrs.

Haynes; Clark, deceased; Margaret; Elizabeth; Anna M., deceased; Nancy; Mary E.;
Charles A.; and Elery, deceased. One son and
one daughter live in Kansas; two daughters
are living in Missouri, and one daughter lives
in Orange Township, near the old home.

WALTER REDD.
Walter Redd, son of John and Elizabeth
(Barber)
Redd, was born in Shenandoah
County, Virginia, March 27, 1820. His father
was a farmer, and had served his country as a
soldier in the War of 1812.
His parents died
while he was a lad of seven or eight years of
age. The early struggle for a livelihood was a
severe one, and the youth was glad to make a
living as best he could.
In February, 1842, Mr. Redd, in his twentysecond year, came to Knox County. He had no
capital, and for a year and a half worked here
and there as he found opportunity. He then
went to Knoxville and secured employment in
a flour-mill, where he remained eight years
and thoroughly learned the miller's trade. Having accumulated a little money, he purchased
one hundred and sixty acres of land on Section 11

in

Orange Township, where he lived

until his death, improving his land and adding
thereto until he had a farm of about three hundred acres. Mr. Redd was a member of Knoxville Lodge, No. 66, A. F. and A. M.
He was
a republican.
September 12. 1844, Mr. Redd was mar-

ried

to

Prances Allen,

daughter of William
She was born in

and Nancy (Wilkins) Allen.

Her
Jefferson County, Indiana, April 5, 1826.
father was a native of Kentucky; her mother
was born in Pennsylvania. The Allen family
came to Knox County about 1836, and took up
land in Persifer Township, where Mr. and Mrs.
Allen remained until their death.
Mr. and Mrs. Redd are the parents of twelve
Benjamin F., deceased; Robert H.;
children;
John W.; Julia and Julius, twins, both deceased; Lorena; Blanch; Frank; Ida M., deceased; Grace, deceased; Etta; and Harvey, deceased. Robert married Melissa McDowell, and
is a farmer in Iowa; John married Clara Barnett, and is a farmer in Colorado; Julia married
John F. Fink, ana lived in Nebraska; Lorena

"TPSilG^rilj^
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the wife of Peter Hawley. and lives in Knoxville; Blanch is the wife of Julius J. Maxey,
and lives in Knox Township; Ida married Park
Garwood, ana her home was in Nebraska;
is

Grace married James Mowry. and lived in Iowa;
Etta is the wife of Frank Motter, and lives in
Persifer Township, Knox County.

ISRAEL TIRXEK.
Israel

Turner was born

Pennsylvania, March

in

22. 1S12.

Chester County,
His parents were

Henry and Susanna (Halderman) Turner, of
Pennsylvania. They were of Oerman ancestry.
Henry Turner was a stone-mason.
Israel Turner had no educational advantages
other than the district schools.
At sixteen
years of age he found employment as a boat
hand on the Schuylkill and Union Canal, and
at nineteen was master of a boat.
After three
years of this lite he left the canal, and learned
the trade of stone-cutter and mason, after
which he found steady employment in bridge
construction on the canal, and along the line
of the Philadelphia and Reading Railroad.
In 1837, Mr. Turner came to Illinois, and, being favorably impressed with the fertility and
promise of the prairie soil, he entered a claim
for two hundred and forty acres of wild land
in Orange Township. Knox County, and in 1840,
began its cultivation. In addition, he found opportunity to work at his trade, and in 1S43, he
cut stone for the foundation of the first Congregational church in Galesburg.
From time
to time he added to the acreage of his farm, and
eventually became the owner of more than a
thousand acres in Orange and the adjoining
townships.
February 13. 1844, Mr. Turner was married to
Lucinda E. Hammond, daughter of George and
Elinor (Taylor) Hammond,
She was born in
Waterville. Kennebec County. Maine, in 1826,
and came with her mother to Galesburg in 1843.
Mr. and Mrs Turner were the parents of eleven
children:
Elizabeth E. married Michael Enwright, and lives in Iowa: Henry W., who lives
on the old homestead, near DeLong: Hamilton
J. married Anna R. Grimm, and lives in Kansas; Israel F. married Anna E. Howerter. and

DeLong, Orange Township; Anna E.
married Henry A. Howerter. and lives in Fulton County, Illinois: Isaac P. and Willoughby
F.. deceased; Abraham L. married Hattie C.
Haynes, and lives at DeLong: Lenora A. married Albert C. Howerter. of DeLong: Elnora C,
deceased; and Otis G. who married Lydia Tucker, and resides at DeLong.
Mr. Turner was, and his wife is. a member of
the Missionary Baptist Church. In politics. Mr.
Turner was a republican. He died Februarv 5,
lives in

18S8.

BORRELL. JAMES: Farmer: Orange Township; born in England. July 31. 1842; educated
in the common schools.
His parents, Pattan
and Roseanah (Johnson) Borrell, were English,
as were his paternal grandparents, James and
Elizabeth (Pattan) Borrell, and his maternal

grandfather, Johnson.
rell

was married

to

March

Eva

27. 1867,

Mr. Bor-

N. Roberts, in

Knox-

CO

U.N TV.

ville.

They have had four children:

Illinois.

Mary

I.,
Fannie E., Charlie P. and Lenna
politics. Mr. Borrell is a republican.
holds the office of School Director.

In

L.

He

CLARK, FRANK NELSON; Stockman;
Orange Township; born July 15, 1864, at the
Clark homestead. Orange Township; educated
in Knox County.
His parents are Luther and
Sarah (Yeager) Clark, the former from New
Jersey; his grandfather was Abraham Clark.
Mr. Frank N. Clark was married in Knoxville
February 7, 1889, to Jennie R., daughter of John
R. Wilder, of Knoxville.
His father, Luther
Clark, came from New Jersey to Knox County
with his parents in 1843. and now owns a farm
of two hundred and twenty acres.
Frank N.
was brought up on his father's farm, and became a

practical farmer. When a boy ten years
of age he was given charge of the swine which
he bought, sold and improved according to his

own good judgment which was remarkable.
After clerking three winters in Knoxville, he
returned to the farm, at the age of twenty-four,

and became well known as the owner of the
"Orange Herd" of Poland China hogs. This
stock is recorded; and one pig, Hadlev's Model,
No.

3.5913,

is

valued at $3,000. Mr. Clark is a
member of the Modern Wood-

republican, and a

men

of America.

DUNBAR,

JAMES W.; Farmer; Orange
born February 13, 1856, in Macon
educated in the Orange Township common schools and at St. Alban's College.
Knoxville, Illinois.
His parents were
Chauncey Dunbar of Ashtabula County, Ohio,
and Debby Ann (Woolsey) Dunbar of Saratoga
County, New York. His paternal grandparents,
Thomas and Ruth (Harper) Dunbar, were rrom
Ohio; his great-grandfather was Jacob Dunbar;
his maternal grandparents, John and Elizabeth
(Bradshaw) Woolsey, came from New York.
Mr. Dunbar was married to Ida A. Cox, December 23, 1881, in Macon County. Their children
Township;

County,

Illinois;

are:
Chauncey A. and Lenna A. Mrs. Dunbar
was the daughter of John F. and Mary A. (Carver) Cox, of Macon County.
Mr. Dunbar came
to Knox County with his father in 1857; his
father died June 1, 1898, leaving two sons and

two daughters: John L.. James W.. Lucy A.,
and Eliza A. A son, Thomas, died in 1886. The
mother died in 1890. The family came from
Scotland at an early day. and settled in Ohio in
1798. Mr. James W. Dunbar lives on a well improved farm near DeLong.
"

DUNBAR, JOHN

L.;

Farmer: Orange Town-

ship: born in Marion County. Ohio, December
31. 1842; educated in the common schools.
His
parents were Chauncey Dunbar of Ashtabula
County. Ohio, and Debby A. (Woolsey) Dunbar
of Saratoga County. New York; his paternal

grandparents were Thomas and Ruth (Harper)
Dunbar of Ohio; his maternal grandparents
were John and Elizabeth (Bradshaw) Woolsey
of New York; his great-grandfather was Jacob
Dunbar. The Dunbars came from Scotland and
settled in New York, whence they removed to

KNOX COUNTY.
1798; the grandfather was a soldier iu
Revolution. John L. came to Illinois with
father in 1S57; the father died June 1, 1898;
mother died in 1891. Mr. Dunbar lives with
two sisters upon the homestead. He is a

Ohio
the
his

in

the
his
republican.

EIKER, JOHN CALVIN; Farmer;

Orange

Township; born January 24, 1833, in Adams
County, Pennsylvania, where he was educated
in the common schools. His parents were John
Eiker of Carroll County, Maryland, and Charlotte (Myers) Eiker of Fredericks City, Maryland; his paternal
grandfather was
David
Eiker; his paternal great-grandfather,
Eiker. a miller by trade, came from

Abraham
Germany

Maryland; his maternal greatgrandparents were Lawrence Myers, of Germany and Rebecca Horner. Mr. Eiker was married in Knoxville March 4, 1858, to Sarah Agnes
Armstrong. They have six children: Calvin A.;
Edith May; Blanch M., wife of A. R. Green;
Charlotte, wife of Gilbert Scott; Elmer Grant;
and Roy Leander. Mr. Biker's father drove his
family overland from Pennsylvania to Knox
County in 1852. He was a miller and farmer,
and in 1863, removed to Decatur, Iowa, where
he died at the age of eighty years. His wife
died at the age of seventy-three. John C. Eiker
was nineteen years old when he came to Knox
County. He is a very successful and progressive
farmer and owns two hundred and twenty acres
of finely improved land. In 1874, he was elected
President of the Farmers' Fire and Lightning
Insurance Company, and during his twenty-five

and

settled

FERGUSON, ANDREW J.; Farmer; Orange
Township, where he was born April 25, 1836;
His father,
educated in the district schools.
James Ferguson, was from Barren County, Kentucky, while his mother, Martha (Maxey), came
from Buckingham County, Virginia. His paternal grandmother was a native of Ireland,
while his grandfather, Ferguson, was from
Scotland. His maternal grandmother's maiden
name was Woodfin, and both she and his grandfather, Maxey, were natives of Virginia.
December 25, 1S'J7, Mr. Ferguson married Victoria
Woodmansee in Knox County; they have had
three children, James A., George L., and Bessie
L.
In politics, Mr. Ferguson is a democrat.

FERGUSON, JAMES

A.;

Farmer;

Orange

born August 23, 1869; educated in
schools.
His father, Andrew J.
Ferguson and his grandfather, James Ferguson,
came from Kentucky to Orange Township about
1836.
Mr. Ferguson was married to Minnie
Mather, daughter of Richard Mather, at Galesburg, February 3, 1893. They have one child,
Edith. Mr. Ferguson is a democrat.
GADDIS, JACOB; Farmer; Orange Township;
born June 9 1837, in Orange Township; educated in the common schools. His parents were

Township;

common

of Pennsylvania, and Margaret
(Sunderland) Gaddis of New Jersey. He was
married to Luella L. Kennedy in Knoxville, Illi-

December

John

H., Charles

24,

1857;

their

children

W., Henry, Frank

E.,

are:

Emma"

J.

(Mrs. M. Pink), Clara B. (Mrs. Albert Turner),
Mary (Mrs. Robert Haines), Martha (Mrs. Harvey Redd), Ora, and two deceased. James Gaddis was a farmer and came to Orange Township
in 1836; he died in 1874, leaving two sons:
Thomas and Jacob. After his marriage, Mr.
Jacob Gaddis came to the farm he now occupies, and soon became a prominent farmer of
the township. He is a democrat, and was High-

way Commissioner

for sometime,

and School

Director for fifteen years.

in

years of service, has rendered valuable aid to
the association. He is a member of the Presbyterian Church. In politics, he is a republican,
and has filled most of the local offices.

the

James Gaddis
nois,

LONG, GEORGE; Farmer;

Orange

Town-

ship; born September 14, 181'7, near Pittsburg,
Pennsylvania; educated in the common schools.
His parents, George and Catherine (Duffy)
Long, came from Pennsylvania. He was married
to Susanna, daughter of David Belden, in Gales-

burg, November 20, 1851.
They had five children: George H., Jane, Anna, Catherine Bell,
and Martha.
Martha was married to Charles
Hutson, son of George Hutson; they have one
son, Chester. Mr. Long came with his father and
family from Ohio to Knox County, in 1835, and
settled at Knoxville. In 1840, he settled on the
farm where his father died in 1862, leaving
three sons. Mrs. Long died in 1884, since which
time, Mr.

Long has

Martha. Mr. L,ong
traveled extensively.

lived
is

with his daughter,
He has

a republican.

MASSEY, ANSON (deceased);
Farmer;
Orange Township; born in May, 1817, at Wilmington, Ohio, where he was educated. His
parents were james and Elizabeth (Hale) Massey of North Carolina; his grandfathers were
Francis Massey of North Carolina, and Jacob
Hale of Pennsylvania. He was married to Elizabeth Hill, February 7, 1S38, in Clinton County,
Their
Ohio.
children
are:
Louisa,
Isaac,
Frank, Mary, Eli, Katharine E., Julia Martha,
and Alfred. Isaac and Frank served in the
Civil War.
Katharine E. was married to William McCleary; their children are:
George S.,
Nancy

J.,

Lena C, Frank

A.,

Elmer

E.,

William

M., Cora Edith, and Mary Elizabeth. Mr. Massey came to Knox County in June, 1844, with his
wife and three children. They spent one winter

Knoxville and then removed to Abingdon,
where he worked at his trade of harnessmaker
until he began to farm in Orange Township.
He died in February, 1894. Mrs. Massey was
the daughter of Ephriam R. and Content
(Haynes) Hill. The father of E. R. Hill was
Isaac Hill, who was born at Newberg, New
York. Mrs. E. R. Hill was born in Dutchess
County, New York, and was the daughter of
Enoch and Elizabeth (Birdsell) Haynes. Enoch
Haynes was a son of Asa Haynes, a native of
Scotland, who bought land on the Croton River,
New York, which is still owned by his descendin

ants.

came

Robert E. Hill, brother of Mrs. Massey,
Knox County in the Spring of 1838.

to

-eM^'c^iuX' x/cc^i^^
tun^^tjzjk^

KXOX OOUATY.
In 1839, he bought the farm of one hundred and
sixty-five acres where Mrs. Massey now lives.

He was highly respected by all. The greatgreat-grandfatUer, Asa Haynes, had a brother,
William, who settled in South Carolina, and
who was the ancestor of the Hayues family of
the South. In politics, Mr. Anson Massey was a
republican.

REYNOLDS, GEORGE
Township; born

1S57, in

Farmer; Orange
Knox Township; eduE.;

cated at Lombard University, Galesburg. He is
a son of Edward Reynolds. He went to Wood
County in 1S80. In 1SS2, Mr. Reynolds was
married to Sarah McNeal, who died, leaving
three children: Clarence, Aline and Mary. His
second marriage was with Mrs. Ida Moore, in
1890, daughter of Thomas Smith, of Knoxville,
Illinois.
They have one daughter, Josephine.
Mr. Reynolds came to Orange Township in 1S85,
where he has since lived. He is a member of
the Christian Church. He is a republican.

SHREEVES, LEMUEL

W.; Farmer; Orange
2S, 1854, in Bedford
educated in the common schools. He was married February 19,
They
1874, to Martha Beecham, in Galesburg.

Township; born January
County,

Pennsylvania;

have had six children, of whom five are living:
Roy, Elva, Okey, Carrie Inez, and Bertha. Mr.
Shreeves is the son of David and Mary A. (HorHis grandton) Shreeves of Pennsylvania.
father, Edward Shreeves of England, died in
1870. David Shreeves came to Knox County May
10, 1855, and settled on the line between Knox
and Fulton counties, buying a large tract of
land, which he farmed until his death in 1873.
Lemuel W. stayed on the home farm till 1898,
when he came co Orange Township. Mr.
Shreeves is a Methodist. In politics, he is a
democrat.

STEELE,

ALONZO

Farmer;

T.;

Orange

in West Virschools.
His
E. Steele.
They
came to Illinois in 1851, and settled in Peoria
County and moved to a farm near Gilson, Knox
County, in 1875; they now reside in Gilson, Haw
Creek Township. Alonzo T. Steele lived on the
farm in Persifer Township until 1SS8, when he
removed to Knoxville and engaged in the lumber business. In 1892, he moved to a farm in

Township;

born June

educated in the
parents are John and
ginia;

15,

1851.

common

Mary

He was married to Sarah
daughter of Peter Lacy, near Gilson, De1875.
Their children are:
Ella,
4,
Arthur, Loy, William, Harley and Faye. Ella
was married to Edwin D. Cramer of DeLong.
September 8, 1898. Mr. Steele is a member of
the Congregational Church. He is a republican.
Orange Township.
L.,

cember

TURNER, SAMUEL
Township;

M.;

Farmer;

Orange

born October 6. 1853. in Chester
County, Pennsylvania; educated in the common
schools.
His father was William Turner of
Lancaster, Pennsylvania; his mother's maiden
name was Reflnger. His grandfather was William Turner. Mr. S. M. Turner married Mary E.
Metcalf in 1884, in Orange Township; their children are:
Orin, Lee, Jennie, Eva, Gertrude,

U13

Maud, Pearl, and Mark. Mrs. Turner died February 28, 1897. Mr. Turners father was a farmer
and came to Knox County in 1851. He died in
189G. aged seventy-nine years, and left six
sons and three daughters. Mr. Turner is a democrat.

WILEY, WILLIAM A.; Merchant; born in
Orange Township, Knox County, Illinois, April
His parents were William H. Wiley, of
6, 1869.
Wayne County, Indiana, and Nancy J. (Haynes)
Wiley, of Orange Township.
His paternal
grandparents were John Wiley of Bartonia, Indiana, and Mary A. (Hall) Wiley.
His maternal grandparents
were Asa Haynes, of
Dutchess County, New York, and Mary J. (Gaddis) Haynes of Fayette County. Pennsylvania.
His great-grandparents were Thomas and Nancy
(Broden) Wiley of Bethel, Indiana. Mr. Wiley
was married to Anna M. Beamer, at DeLong,
Illinois, August 28, 1S90.
She was born in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. June 23, 1870, and came
to Illinois with her parents when five years of
age.
Her parents, Henry M. and Maria (Storrick) Beamer, now live in Knoxville.
Mr. and
Mrs. Wiley's children are: Elsie Mildred, born
at DeLong June 8, 1891; and Charles Leslie,
born at DeLong May 13, 1895, and died June 12,
1897.
Mr. Wiley graduated from the Western
Business College, Galesburg, in 1891. He is in
partnership with his father in a general merchandise store under the firm name of W. H.
Wiley and Son. His father was a soldier in the
War of the Rebellion; he was Supervisor for
three years. In religion, Mr. W. A. Wiley is a
Congregationalist.
He is a republican, and at
present holds the office of Supervisor. In 1892.
he was elected Justice of the Peace, holding the
office for four years. He was then elected Town
Clerk, which office he held until his election as
Supervisor.

WILEY, WILLIAM H.; Farmer and Merchant; DeLong, Orange Township; born in Indiana in 1845; educated in Knox County. Mr.
Wiley's parents were John and Mary (Hall)
Wiley, natives of Indiana. His paternal grandparents, Edward and Nancy (Braden) Wiley,
were Virginians.
His maternal grandfather
was born in the South, and his matPrnal grandmother, Ruth (Nance), was a Virginian.
In
1867, Mr. Wiley was married to Miss N. J.
Haynes. They have two children: William A.
and Winifred H. Mr. Wiley has been a memoer
of the Protestant Methodist Church for twentyfive years.
In politics, he is a republican.
He
enlisted at Knoxville, Illinois. November 8, 18C3,

in Company D. Seventh Regiment. Illinois Cavalry, and participated in the following battles:
Collierville. Moscow. Summerville. Coldwater,

Pulaski. Camelville. Duck Creek. Franklin,
Nashville, Springhill. and other smaller skirmishes. He was mustered out at Nashville. Tennessee; and was discharged at Springfield. Illi-

November 9, 18(15. Mr. Wiley has held the
following offices:
Supervisor, Justice of the
Peace, School Director, and Postmaster at DeLong, which position he has filled for twelve
years and still holds.
nois,
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CEDAR TOW>SHIP.
By

J.

P. Latimer.

This is one of the most fertile, best cultivated
townships in Knox County. Cherry Grove covers about six square miles of its surface, extending along the entire western side, and for a little
more than two miles the timber which skirts
either side of Brush Creek extends over several
sections. Between the two stretches a beautiful
strip of rolling prairie, that can scarce anywhere be surpassed for farming purposes.
Brush Creek and its branches, on the east, and
the tributaries of Cedar Creek, on the west,
water the township, a stream flowing through
nearly every half section. Cedar was originally
well timbered, there having been heavy growths
of many varieties of valuable woods, notably
of sugar maple and of different kinds of oak,
walnut, wild cherry, elm, ash, basswood and
The abundance of the wild cherry
hickory.

was the reason for the naming of the first settlement Cherry Grove, which name was also
at first given to the township. Good coal and a
limited

The

amount
first

of building stone are also found.

settlers

were Azel Dorsey. on Sec-

tion IS, and Rev. Hiram Palmer, a Methodist
minister, on Section 7, both of whom came
in

1S2S.

In 1829,

A.

D.

Swarts,

founder

of

Abingdon and Hedding College, settled on Section 17. At his house Rev. Mr. Palmer preached
the first sermon ever heard in the township.
The first members of the Latimer family to
reach here were Joseph and his son George,
who came from Tennessee in 1S31, and settled on
Section 29. Jonathan Latimer and his fatherin-law, Jacob West, settled on Section 28 in the
following year. About the same time his brothers, John C. and Alexander Latimer, his widowed sister, Mrs. Richard Boren, and his broth-

ers-in-law, U. D.

Coy and

Israel Marshall, set-

along the timber, believing, in common
with other settlers, that the prairie land was
valueless and would never be pre-empted and
In 1S33, Joshua Bland settled on
occupied.
Section 16, and his son-in-law, William Bevins,
The same year
settled on Section 23 in 1834.
came Lewis and Bennett Spurlock, Reuben Castle and Blisha Humiston, and, shortly afterward, Hugh Kelly arrived.
The settlers were compelled to go to Ellisville
to have their grain ground into meal or flour.
The mill was small, and at times the grists
were many and the farmers were sometimes
oliliged to wait for their turn, which was always given in due rotation. In 1833, Joshua
tled

Bland erected a horse power corn cracker on
Section 16, which proved a very welcome addition to the comfort of the pioneers.
The first birth was in November, 1829, Helen
E. Swarts. The first marriage celebrated was
that of U. D. Coy and Susan Latimer, in December, 1833. The first death was the demise
of Miss Olive Strange, in 1834. In 1832, Robert
Bell taught what was the first school in Cherry
Grove settlement, and the second in Knox
County. At the present time, outside of Abingdon, there are eight district schools, with four

hundred and thirteen pupils. The school houses,
two of brick and six frame, are valued at nine
Cherry Grove
thousand six hundred dollars.
Seminary was founded by Jonathan Latimer,
and other members of the Cumberland Presbyterian denomination, and was located on Section
29.
From the minutes of the Presbytery, it is
established that this school opened prior to
1840, under the charge of Rev. Cyrus Haynes,
a minister of that creed. He remained at its
head for about eight years, and made the institution widely and favorably known. In 1866, the
Cumberland Presbyterians established a college at Lincoln, Illinois, and this seminary was
abandoned.
Prior to 1850 Indian Point and Cedar townships were known together as the Cherry Grove
voting precinct. Cherry Grove was separated
and given a distinct name by order of the
County Judge on January 14, 1850. However,
the first Board of Supervisors on June 6, 1853,
renamed it Cedar, for the reason that the Secretary of State decided that another Illinois
township had prior right to the name "Cherry
Grove." On April 5, 1853, a meeting was held
for the purpose of perfecting a township organization. The voters chose Hugh A. Kelly, ModE. P. Dunerator, and L. W. Conger, Clerk.
lap was elected Supervisor; William Marks,
William Lang, Assessor; James W.
Clerk;
Smoot, Collector; J. W. Stephens and W. H.
Heller, Commissioners of Highways; P. M.
Shoop and Joseph Harvey, Justices of the
Peace; Thomas S. Bassit, Overseer of the Poor;
Solomon Stegall and Eli Butler, Constables.
The election was held at what was then known
as Louisville, about three miles north of Abingdon, on Section 16. A vote was also taken for

the place of holding the next election, which
resulted in favor of Louisville.
The town last named was laid out by John
S. Garrett, on the southwest quarter of Section
16.

It

was platted September

30, 1836,

and for

KNOX
a time was the chief place in the southwestern
part of the county. The growth of Abingdon
killed it, and now there is only a district school

C O U

T

N"

Y.

room for Cherry Grove Seminary.
The denomination's influence, in both school
as a class

and church

now

affairs, has been potent throughentire
section
out
this
of
the
county.
In 1866 the congregation removed to Abingdon.
Subsequently it afllliated itself with
the
Congregational
denomination and became the present Congregational communion of

being

Abingdon.

the township was democratic,

In addition to the bodies mentioned, the re-'
ligious history of the township has embraced
organizations of Protestant Methodists, United
Brethren,
Baptists,
a Methodist Episcopal

date

chui-ch

to

mark

its site.

In 1855, the place for holding elections was
changed to Abingdon, where they have been

The last named place is
ever since.
the only town in Cedar, Louisville
only
Saluda a flag
a farm
and
station
on the Chicago,
Burlington
and
Quincy Railroad.
Before the first election of President Lincoln,
held

but since that
has been strongly republican, although

it

in local elections party lines were disregarded
until within the last few years.

From 1870 until 1890 there was a slight decrease in population, but within the last nine
years the increase, owing chiefly to the growth
of Abingdon, has been such that at the meeting
of the Board of Supervisors in July, 1S97, the
population having passed the maximum for one
voting precinct, the township was divided into
two, although both polling places were located
in Abingdon.

at Louisville and an early Congregawhich have been gradually
merged into the three churches named.
The chief industries are farming, and breeding and raising fine stock. Coal mining is also
carried on to a very limited extent. Heretofore,
tional church, all of

large herds of short-horn, Hereford, Galloway,

Angus, Holstein and Jersey cattle have been
bred in the township. At the present time, the
principal stock raising interest centers in
the short-horn, Angus and Jersey breeds,
representatives of the two latter having taken

Cedar has always been noted for its high
standard of morality and intelligence obtaining

high honors at the World's Fair in Chicago in

among

During the Civil War, no township in Knox
County responded to the Nation's call more

the people.

Churches were established

very early in its history. The Methodists organized in 1833, at the house of Joseph Latimer,
with the following members: A. D. Swarts and
wife, Mr. Finch and wife, Mrs. Jonathan Latimer and Joseph Latimer and wife. For several
years the church existed as a mission, services
being held at the homes of the various members
and later at school houses, until, in time, the
denomination had grown strong enough to erect
Their first quarterly
a church at Abingdon,
meeting was held at the home of Jacob West
and conducted by the renowned Peter Cartwright, who preached frequently to this charge.
Its growth in membership and usefulness has

been steady, until now
township.

it

is

the largest in the

At the present time the denomina-

tion holds, in addition to those at the Abingdon
Church, regular services at Warren Chapel,

which

is

located in the northwestern part of the

township.
Presbyterian Church in
its beginning from about 1834 or
with fifteen members. Not long thereafter
they erected a house of worship, said to have
been the first church building in the county. It
stood about one mile and a half northwest of
Abingdon, and was used for a number of years

The

nobly or with greater readiness than Cedar, always keeping in the field more than her share
No draft was ever made
in Cedar Township. Official statistics show that
over two hundred and twenty-five volunteers
of the county s quota.

enlisted,

some

of

who had proved
and

its flag

them descendants

of heroes

their loyalty to their country

in earlier struggles.

Of these old

settlers sleeping

in the cemeteries, there are
seventeen soldiers of the War of 1812, four of
the early Indian wars and two of the Mexican
War. Of the soldiers of the Civil War, fortynine are buried within the township limits.
Their living comrades, members of Post 58,

Grand Army of the Republic, at Abingdon, anMay 30, preserve the memory of their
devotion and self-sacrifice, their toils and triumphs, ever keeping green the recollection of
the patriotic dead.
nually, on

The

Cumberland

Cedar dates
1835,

1893.

official figures relative to

the population

Cedar Township are as follows: 1840, six
hundred and sixteen; 1860, eighteen hundred
and twenty-two; 1870. two thousand, one hundred and fifty-three; ISSO, nineteen hundred and
seventy-six; 1890, fifteen hundred and seventyof

four.
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WILLIAM

H. REYJiOLDS.

m

H. Reynolds was bom
His pa
23, 1S39
County, Indiana, December
Jane (Reed) Reyv^nts were Samuel and Ann
Samuel
descent.
Scotch
and
Ingush
Loms of
William Reynolds a
Reynolds was the son o£
came to Amer ca benative of England, who
sefamily
The
tor?he Revolutionary War.
South Carolina, where Wilized on a farm in
SamueLwas
son
his
when
died
liam Reynolds
The widow emigrated to
ten veais of age.
children, William,
Kentucky with her nine
Rebecca. Elsie,
Samuel John, Robert, Nancy,

William

Pai^k

of one hundred
rnd settled on a timber farm
He aftercleared.
and sixty acres which he
1836, moved near
wards sold his farm, and in
Illinois, and bought
Berwick Warren County,
and sixty acres which is
a faTm of one hundred
He accumulated
now ^vned by his son James.
and at one time owned two

a llrge property,
Warren County. He
thousind ac?es It land in
but was a man
had ?ew educational advantages,strong muscular
remarkably
and
of clear head
His wife, Ann Jane Reed, a
rievelonment.
Scotch descent,
of John Reed, was of

dauKhte?
Kentucky. He
and was born near Louisville, age of eightymed at the homestead at intheAbingdon, Knox
eiaht and his wife died
They had
eighty-four.
County at the age of
whom reached maturtwelve children, nine of
William H., John R-. Jame^
B.,
Katherine
tr
Sarah, and
A Jemima, Jennie S., Marion,
,

^

up on the
wniiam H. Reynolds was brought
of twenty-six ran
home fa™, and at the age hundred
and sixty
three
of
farm
a
for
debt
in
which he afterwards
L^res in Warren County,
one thousand
sod and bought the farm ofnear Knoxville,

in Oran|e Township,
in addition, six
whfch he now owns. He owns, Township and
hundred acres of land in Knox
four hundred ac es m
a model stock farm of
educated
was
He
Norton County, Kansas.
at Abingdon College.
The common schools and
his profesHe also studied law, and practiced

acres

m

soon turned his atsion four or five years, but
pursuit of farmtention to the more congenial
and
18.57
He came to Knox County near
ing
Knoxfarm
lived for many years on his
and
In 1883, he moved to Galesburg,
ville
Abingdon.
1892, bought a farm near

m

m

married to
June 24, 1855, Mr. Reynolds was
She
Martha M. Bundy in Orange Township.
three children^
died February 1. 1873, leaving
Peterson; William
Nellie J., who married Mr.
Mr.
of James Rogers.
M and Minnie, wife
November
Reynolds' second marriage occurred
Wallace, who
05 1873 at Knoxville, to Margaret
have
Four children
is 'a native of Scotland.
of A E.
been born to them: Nellie H., wife
MaWerts; Frank W.; Harry Earnest; and
•

bel E.

military recCaptain Reynolds has a notable
raising a
In July 1861, he assisted in

ord

volunteers
company, and secured most of the
acquaintances in
from among his friends and
thus
Knox and Warren counties. The company
Seventh
ormed was called Company D, of the service
mustered into
Illinois Cavalry, and was

Reynolds,

Mr.
at Springfield October 13, 1861.
at the time
who had enlisted as a private, was, promoted
to
elected First Lieutenant, and was
of Corinth
?he rank of Captain at the battle

rendered valuable
was under Pope at
Madrid; ascended the
and
Tennessee River in 1862; led at Corinth
the first to march
in the pursuit of May 30; was
withstood the eninto Tuscumbia, Alabama;
and in September,
tire rebel force at luka,
ot moveOctober and November, made a series
hundred
ments in which they marched eight
and bridges. May
railroads
miles, destroying
traveling
they entered Baton Rouge, after
one
another eight hundred miles, capturing

The Seventh
Mississippi.
service during the war. It
Island No.

10,

and

New

'->

capthousand prisoners, and assisting at the
the Seventh
ture of Fort Hudson. Altogether,
marched about five thousand miles, and captime
At one
tured three thousand prisoners.
to Genan order was given by General Grant
branded and
eral Rosecrans, to have all horses
government.
States
United
the
turned over to
the
preventing
Captain Reynolds succeeded in
men
breaking of their special contract, and the
horses unbranded
of the Seventh rode their
throughout the war. It was the Seventh that
Thompson sixteen
led and chased General Jeff
fort, and
miles through the swamps, into a rebel

met
whelming

that

extricated

at

pace a charging, overchecked their advance, and
after seven hours of

terrific

force,

themselves,

acted
^In'the Fall of 1864, Captain Reynolds
of special
for several months in the capacity
Washdetective at Memphis, under General
nerve
burn a position requiring the utmost
fuland courage. It is needless to say that he
who had honfilled the expectations of those
him with their confidence. He also won
ored

unswerving devotion
at all times the trust and
of the men who served under him.

independIn politics. Captain Reynolds is
and has served as Supervisor, School Direc-

ent,
tor,'

and Road Commissioner.

FREDERICK STE(iALL.
Frederick Stegall, son of Frederick and Sarah
was born in Pike County. Ohio, Sepsoltember's 1827. His father, who had been a
Illinois and
dier in the War of 1812, moved to
Stegall

Knox County in the
when young Frederick was a boy

settled in
.n^ere

Mrs.

Fall of 1836,
of nine. There

seven children in the family of

Susannah Warren, now

whom

one,

survives.

Stegalls first settled near Cherry Grove,
Mr.
but afterwards removed to Abingdon.
where
Stegall, Senior, later went to Henderson,
eightydied. September, 1869, at the age of

The

he

one. His wife's death occurred
at the age of eighty-seven.

some years

later,

KNOX COUNTY,
Mr. Frederick Stegall was married to Lovina
Ellen Marks, July 4, 1850, at Knoxville, Illinois.
She was bom in Kentucky, and came with her
father, Benjamin Marks, to Knox County, in
183().
She was a noble type of frontier womanhood, and proved herself a worthy helpmeet in
the struggles of those early days. Mrs. Stegall's industry was displaced in the care of
poultry and bees. She has always been a kind
neighbor and a friend to the poor.
After his marriage, Mr. Stegall bought a farm
on Section 24, in Cedar Township, where he
He then removed to
lived tor many years.
Orange Township, but after four years returned
to Cedar and bought land, now the property of
Elery Stegall, on Section 23; he a[so bought
land on Section 31, now the property of Mrs.
Sarah Alice Hughey, where he died October 3,
1896, at the age of sixty-nine.
In politics. Mr. Stegall was a democrat. He
was a farmer all his life; and by industry and
economy accumulated considerable property. At
the time of his death he owned twelve hundred
acres of land, which was divided equally among
Milthe children who survived. These were:
ton, Elery, Mrs. Sarah Alice Hughey, and Mrs.
Emma J. Fulmer. The second son, Solomon,
was then deceased.

BURNER, MILTON
ship;

D.; Farmer; Cedar Townwhere he was born January 30, 1844; edu-

cated in the

common

schools. His father, Daniel

Green Burner, was born

in

Kentucky, July

7,

1814, and came to Knox County in 1S30 with
his father, Isaac Burner, who died near Knoxville July 7, 1S60. Daniel G. Burner was a firm
friend of Abraham Lincoln, being a clerk in
his store at New Salem. Illinois. After coming
to Knox County he worked for a limited time at
the carpenter's trade, and assisted in building
the first court house at Knoxville. Later he began farming, and still resides on his farm near
June 24, 1838, he was married to
Knoxville.
Melissa, daughter of John B. and Casander
(Dills) Gumm; five children were born to them:
John G.. a farmer living near Eldorado. KanCasander, who was the wife of
sas; Milton D.
Clate Swigert', and died February 6, 1892; Susan,
wife of Oliver Custer, a resident of Cedar Township; and Jane, wife of Robert Mount of Des
Moines. Iowa. Mrs. Burner died June 9, 1853.
;

28, 1854, Mr. Burner married Elizabeth
who died February 27, 1877. By this
union there were three children; Mary, Ellen
and Ida, all deceased. In August. 1868, Mr.
Burner was married to Susanna C, daughter of
John and Rebecca (Lightner) Burns. Eleven
Edwin G., who
children were born to them:
married Addle Graham of Cuba. Illinois, June
17, 1897, and is a hardware merchant of Chillicothe, Illinois; Willis J., a graduate of Hedding
College, now a preacher at Irvington, Indiana,
married Lulu Burr, of LaHarpe. Illinois, and
has two children; Margaret and Jarvis; James
A., City Marshal of Chillicothe; Henry L.. an
employe of the Abingdon Steam Laundry: Me-

March

Martz,

lissa

R.,

a

teacher

in

the

public

schools

at

Abingdon; Georgia, who resides at Knoxville
with her aged grandfather; Etta M.; Bertha J.;

Jessie A.;

Mina

E.;

and Francis

A.,

who

lives

with her parents. Mr. Burner and family worIn
ship at the Christian Church, Abingdon.
He takes especial
politics, he is a democrat.
interest in public affairs, and has held the office
of School Trustee for twenty years.

DUNLAP, THEODORE F.; Farmer; Cedar
Township, where he was born August 1, 1844;
he was educated in the common schools. His
parents, Edmond P. and Matilda (Belt) Duulap,
were natives of Kentucky, the former of Fleming County. June 22, 1886, in Des Moines, Iowa,
Mr. Dunlap married Mrs. Sue H. Grabill; they
had one daughter, Mary Celeste, deceased. Mrs.
Dunlap has one son, Dell Q. Grabill. Mr. Dunlap's father died in 1865, leaving four sons and
George 'W., Theodore F., Henry,
six daughters;
William B., Mary J., Margaret, Martha, Alice,
Ellen, and Ann. Edward P. Dunlap was one of
the first supervisors of the town of Cedar, and
held the office tor several years. In religion,
Mr. T. F. Dunlap is a Congregationalist. He is
a prihibitionist.

EAREL, SILAS R.; Farmer; Cedar Township; born in Adams County, Illinois, January
1857; educattid in the schools of Knox
18,
His father,
County, and Abingdon Academy.
Henry D. Earel, was born in Virginia in 1828,
and came to Illinois and settled in Adams
County; he died in 1898. His mother, Margaret
His pa(Simons), was a native of Illinois.
ternal grandfather, James Earel. was born in
England in 1745, came to America and settled in
Maryland, removing later to Illinois, where he
April 24, 1875, in Abingdon, Silas R.
died.
Earel, was married to Rosa Williamson; they
have seven children: Frank, Dale, Tina. Mamie, Zella, Satie and Eva. Mr. Earel is in reIn politics, he is a
ligion a Congregationalist.
In i896, he was elected Highway
republican.
Commissioner and served three years.

FAMULENER, JACOB; Retired Farmer; Cedar Township; born April 9, 1833, in Pickaway
County, 'Ohio. August 30, 1857, Mr. Famulener
was married to Sarah J. Warren, daughter of
They had
(Stegall) Warren.
Clara A., born June 18, 1858,
four children:
and married February 15, 1877, to H. C. McMilWillie
children:
J., Leroy
lan; they have six
R., G. Earnest, Chester W., Harley F., and
Dewev Glenn; Alice J., born June 23, 1859, and
married June 27. 1877, to O. P. Warren— they
have one child, Eva Marie. 0. F. Warren died
October 19, 1881. Alice's J.'s second marriage
was with Edgar F. Brainard of Monmouth;
they have one daughter, V. Hortense; Emma C,
was born February 1, 1862, and married Alex
P. Jones March 8, 18S2, died December 18, 1897;
she had one daughter, Eva M.; Elvin L., born
June 9, 1867, and married to Alta L. Marks,
February 18, 1896; they have one son, Kenneth
Marks. Mr. Famulener moved from Ohio in
1856, and aft.r his marriage, one year later, removed to his present home. He has been a successful farmer, and a prominent, influential
man. In politics, he is a republican. The famJames and Susan

ily

are

Church.

members

of

the Methodist

Episcopal

KNOX COUNT Y.
FAMULENER, WILLIAM;

Farmer;

Cedar
Township; born in Piciiaway County, Ohio, December 19, 1824; educated in the common
schools. His father, Jonathan Famulener, was
a native of New Jersey, and his mother, Anna
(Long), of Pennsylvania. His paternal grandfather was Jacob Famulener. William Famul-

ener was married in Ohio in 1852. There were
Chauncey; James; George; John;
Martha and Ada. Mr. Famulener came from
where his father and grandfather had
settled at an early day. It was in 1853 that he
six children:

Ohio,

came to Illinois, and settled in Cedar Township
in 1854.
His family have been prominently
identified in the community.
In politics, Mr.
Famulener

a republican.

is

FULMER, FRANK;

Farmer; Cedar Township; born March 6, 1869, in Cedar Township;
educated in the common schools of Kansas.
His father, David, and his grandfather, Daniel,
came from Pennsylvania in 1863, and settled at
Old Henderson, where they were farmers. When
Frank was six years old they went West, but
at the age of nineteen he returned and settled
in Knox County. August 13, 1891, he was married to Emma J. Stegall, in Abingdon; she is a
daughter of Frederick Stegall.
Mrs. Fulmer

owns

ihe forty acres that her father first "entered" in 1850. Mr. and Mrs. Fulmer have two
children, Lovina Elinor, and Francis Mania.
Mr. Fulmer is a prominent farmer. He is a republican.

HUGHEY, CHARLES WESLEY; Farmer;
Cedar Township; born in Adams County, Ohio,
December 1, 1828, where he was educated. His
parents were Alexander and Hester (Tudor)
Hughey. who came from Ohio to Abingdon,
Knox County, in the Fall of 1849. The family
is of Scotch and English ancestry.
Charles W.
Hughey was married to Mary E. Andrews, in
Cedar Township. Nine children were born to
them: Bell; Ann; Mary E., deceased; Emma;
Ella; James E.; Rosette; William; and Flora.
In religion, Mr. Hughey was a Methodist. He
was a republican, and had been School Director, and held other local offices.

KETCHEM, JOHN;
born October

Farmer; Cedar Township;
Greene County, Penn-

15, 1840, in

sylvania; educated in the common schools. His
father was William Ketchem.
John Ketchem
enlisted in August, 1862, in Company F, Fifteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, and served until
July, 1865.
In 1866, he came to Illinois and
worked by the month in Warren County, for

seven years.
February 6, 1873, in Greene
County, Pennsylvania, he was married to Margaret A. Sproat, and settled in Warren County.
In 1880, he came to Indian Point Township,
Knox County, and eight years ago to the farm
where he now lives. Mr. Ketchem is a republican, and

was

elected

Highway Commissioner

in

1893, and again in 1899.
He has always taken
a keen interest in town affairs. In politics, he
is a republican.
In religion, Mr. Ketchem is a

Baptist.

LATIMER, JOSEPH FRANKLIN; was born
at his present

home

in

Cedar Township, April

1840, and has resided there all his life, fol
lowing the occupation of farming and fine stock
breeding. His father, Jonathan Latimer, was a
native of Robinson County, Tennessee, and his
paternal grandparents, Joseph and Anna Dobbins Latimer, were natives of New London, Connecticut; they were of English descent.
His
great-grandfather, Jonathan Latimer, was a
Colonel in the Revolutionary War, and served
under General Green. His mother, whose maiden
name was Nancy West, was the daughter of
Jacob and Barsheba Polk West, natives of North
Carolina.
Jacob West was a soldier in the
war of 1812, under General Jackson, and his
15,

was a cousin
On Noveniber 25,

of President James K. Polk.
1872, Mr. Latimer was marJoana Humiston, at Atchison, Kansas.
They have two children. Guy J. and Lillian H.
Mr. Latimer finished his education at Knox College, Galesburg, receiving his diploma in April,
1864, when he enlisted in the One Hundred and
Thirty-seventh
Illinois
Volunteer Infantry,

wife

ried to

serving until the close of the war. He entered
as color-bearer, and took part in the engage-

ments with Forrest at Memphis.
Diplomas
were granted by the college to members of that

who volunteered their services in the war.
Mr. Latimer taught school in Lincoln University for two years, and afterward studied medicine, but was compelled to abandon it on account of defective sight. From 1870 to 1872, he
was a member of the Twenty-seventh Illinois
General Assembly,
and again four years
later,
he was again chosen to the legislature,
serving two terms.
In the Thirtieth
and Thirty-first assemblies he filled
the important chair vacated by Haines, chairman of the Committee on County and Township
Organizations, discharging the duties of that
perplexing situation in a manner that gave him
a creditable and state-wide acquaintance. Politically, Mr. Latimer has always affiliated with
the republican party, being an enthusiastic advocate of its principles. He has held the offices
of Mayor of Abingdon; Commander of Post 58,
Grand Army of the Republic; Treasurer of the
Board of School Directors; President of the
Agricultural Society for ten years; a member
of the Board of County Supervisors for ten
years; and .held various minor offices of trust
and honor. At present he is Chairman of the
Board of County Supervisors; township member of the Republican County Central Committee; President of the Illinois Jersey Cattle Club,
and Vice President of the First National Bank
of Abingdon. Mr. Latimer has led an active and
useful life, and has done much toward the development of Knox County. As a breeder of
Jersey cattle he is known throughout the United
States, and has been the means of attracting
buyers of Jerseys to Abingdon from all parts
of the Nation.
In political circles, both local
and State, his opinions are highly regarded, and
his judgment upon all important questions
given the closest consideration. In the annals
of Knox County, as well as in those of the
commonwealth of Illinois, Mr. Latimer has attained an enviable position by combining with
class

(3^
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tact and good judgment, strict integrity
ability that is unqtstioned.

and

MARKS, WILLIAM PLEASANT; Farmer and
Cedar Township, where he was
His parents were Benjamin

Stocliraiser;

born June
and Mary

19, 1841.

E. (Bishop) Marlis, the former a na-

Kentucky. His paternal grandfather was
a cousin of Daniel Boone and David Crockett,
in Kentucky at a very early date.
He was once shot through the body by Indians,
the ball passing also through a hymn-book in
his pocket, after which he lived about twenty
years.
Mr. Marks has this book, which is now
about one hundred and twenty-five years old.
His father came here in 1835, and died in 1845,
leaving seven children, three sons and tour
daughters. February S, 1866, in Knoxville, Mr,
Marks married Mary McCoy; nine children were
born to them: Wilbert Franklin, William Melvin, Mary Ida, Levina Alta, Walden Arthur,
Warren Pleasant, Wilbur Ernest, Wilson HarMrs. Marks was born in Ohio,
ley and Fern.
tive of

and located

June

14, 1847,

now owns

and died June
hundred

17, 1894.

Mr. Marks

and twenty-seven
land and two hundred

three

acres of very fine tillable
acres of tame pasture, adjoining Saluda, a station on the Quincy branch of the Chicago, BurHe was once a
lington and Quincy Railroad.
very extensive breeder of Aberdeen Polled Angus cattle. In politics, Mr. Marks is a demoHe was Constable and School Director
crat.
for

many

years.

MEADOWS, CLINTON

H.; Cedar Township;

Stockman; born May

11, 1859, in Floyd TownWarren County, Illinois. His father, MarMeadows, was born in Kentucky; his
mother, Catherine (Reynolds), was a native of
Indiana. His paternal grandfather was Henry
Meadows. In 1884, Mr. Clinton H. Meadows
married Mary K. Lambin in South Bend, Indi-

ship,
tin

ana.
tin,

They have had two children, Ralph Marand Forrest Lambin. Mr. Meadows is a re-

publican. He received his education in the public schools.

MOUNT, WILLIAM;

Farmer; Cedar Town-

ship; born September 23, 1824, and educated
His father, Ralph
in Warren County, Ohio.
Mount, was a native of New Jersey; his
mother, Lucy (Barber), came from Ohio; his

paternal grandmother's maiden
ber.

February

5,

name was Bar-

1851, in Cedar Township. Mr.
to Mary Mahon; they have

Mount was married

had six children: Robert M. and James 0., deceased; George F. Lucy, deceased; Jennie, deceased; and Lillie E. Robert has one son. Earl.
Mrs. Mount was the daughter of Robert Mahon, who came from Virginia; she died December 14, 1893, Mr. Mount came to Cedar Township in 1843, and in 1855, settled on the farm
two and one-half miles from Abingdon, where
he now resides. He was one of a family of
eleven children, seven sons and four daughters.
In religion, Mr. Mount is a Congregationalist,
He is a democrat, and has always taken a lively
Interest in school and county affairs.
;

NELSON, SWAN; Farmer; Cedar Township;
born in Sweden November 18, 1828', where he
was educated. His parents were Nels and Nel-

lie (Peterson) Nelson.
February 23, 1854. Swan
Nelson was married in Knoxville to Pernellia
Nelson; they have seven children:
Frank O.,
Nels A., Edwin C, Nellie, Mary, Emma and
Hannah. The three sons are farmers. Mr. Nelson came to Knox County in 1852, and bought
land.
He began farming in 1854, married, and

settled

in

Knoxville.

Cedar Township, and

In 1866, he moved to
in 1877, located upon his

present farm. His farm contains one hundred
and eighty acres of land. He is one of the
wealthy and prosperous farmers of Cedar Township.
In religion, Mr. Nelson is a Congregationalist.
He is a republican.

REDINGTON,

PATRICK;

Farmer;

Cedar

Township; born

in Ireland March 14, 1831; his
parents, Philip and Mary (Hobonl Redington,
of Ireland. In 1851, Mr. Redington
came to this country and spent seven years in
Massachusetts, after which he moved to Galesburg, where he worked some years by the

were natives

month. His first farm was a small one in Cedar
Township, and he later bought a large farm
where he now lives. He is one of the wealthy
farmers of Cedar Township. January 9, 1859,
in Galesburg, Mr. Redington was married to
Mary Dolphin; they have three children: James
P.; Anthony P.; and Rose, now Mrs. T. E.
Creen. In religion, Mr. Redington is a Catholic.

He

is

a democrat.

SMITH,
HENRY FRANKLIN; Farmer;
Cedar Township; born February 9, 1858, in
Warren County, Illinois; educated in Knox
County. His parents were James Bolin Smith,
of Warren County, Kentucky, and Elizabeth
(Burns) Smith, of Adams County, near Gettysburg, Pennsylvania; his paternal grandparents,
William and Malinda (Petty) Smith, came from
Virginia; his maternal grandparents were John
Burns, of Ireland, and Rebecca
Leightener)
Burns, of South Carolina; his great-grandfather,
John Smith, was born in England. The Burns
family were of Scotch descent.
Mr. Henry
Smith was married in Knox County, July 3,
1879, to Sarah Elmina Hughey; their children
are:
James Wesley, Hattie Edith and Ira
Reece. His father was reared and married in
Kentucky, and removed to Missouri, where a
son, William T., was born, and where his wife
died.
He returned to Kentucky and was married to Ruth Watkins; he then removed to Warren County, Illinois, where his second wife
died.
His third marriage was with Elizabeth
A. Burns; their children were: John L.; Henry
F.; James B.; Robert M.; George W.; Charles
Eugene; Cyrus H.; Mary A., wife of M. Kennedy; Hattie, deceased; and Laura R.
He
bought a farm of two hundred and forty-four
acres in Cedar Township, where he died at the
age of seventy-eight. H. F. Smith lived three
years in Nickolls County, and six years in
Frontier County, Nebraska, where he engaged
in stock raising. He sold his farm of three hundred and twenty acres for five thousand dollars,
and after his return to Knox County, bought
the old homestead where he has since lived.
Mr. Smith is a Congregationalist. In politics,
he is a democrat.
(

KNOX COUNTY.
STEGALL, ELERY; Farmer; Cedar Townwhere he was born February

13, 1860; eduschools. His parents were
Frederick and Lovina (Marlis) Stegall. Frederick Stegall settled in Knox County in 1836,
and died in 1896, leaving, beside his widow, two
sons and two daughters. March 4, 1889, in
Galesburg, Elery Stegall was married to Mary
FredKennedy. They have three children:
Mrs. Stegall
erick, Mary A. and Margaret B.
is a daughter of Jerry Kennedy, who came from
Stegall
is
Ireland to this country in 1865. Mr.
one of the substantial men of his town. In religion, he is a Protestant. He is a democrat.
WILLIAMSON,
M.; Farmer; Cedar
Township, where he was born, November 9,
His
1849; educated in the common schools.
parents, James and Safrona (Bland) WilliamMr. Willson, were both natives of Indiana.

ship,

cated in the

common

FRANK

iamson's father came from Sangamon County,
Illinois,
Knox County in 1833.
He
to
May 28, 1874, Frank M.
had nine sons.
Williamson married in Galesburg his first
wife, Margaret Warren; they had five children:
Warren, Elsie, George, Maud aifd Maggie. The first Mrs. Williamson died in 1889, and
October 15, 1891, Mr. Williamson married his

second wife,
Nettie
Goddard, in Warren
County: she was a daughter of Robert Goddard. They had two children: Ruby and Pearl.
Mr. Williamson is a member of the Methodist
Episcopal Church. In politics, he is a republican, and was elected Justice of the Peace three
terms; the first time was during Governor
Oglesby's last term of office.

CITY OF abi>(;do\.
By Samuel

T. Mosser.

Abingdon, the second city in Knox County in
population and importance, was originally laid
out in 1836, by Abraham Davis Swarts, on the
southwest quarter of Section 33, Township 10
North, Range 1 East, its southern boundary
being at first coincident with that of the township.

Mr. Swartd came to Illinois from Abingdon,
Harford County, Maryland, in 1821, and at first
settled near Walnut Hill, Jefferson County.
Eight years later he removed to the present site
of Monmouth, and soon afterwards (in August,
1829) settled on a farm about three miles north
of the present city of Abingdon. In 1833, he took
up his residence on the northeast quarter of Section 32, the present site of Abingdon Cemetery,
and at the same time purchased the soutbern
half of Section 33. He was a man of means,
for that time, public-spirited and philanthropic.
It was one of his earliest and most cherished
hopes to found a college at Abingdon, but he
died before realizing his dream. His children,
however, ultimately became leaders in a move-;

ment

to carry out his project.

[See Hedding

College.]

The first house to be built
was the log cabin of Josiah

in the

new town
which

Stillings,

stood on the southwest corner of Block
was enlarged the following year, and in

6.

it

It

A.

Bowman and John W. Green

opened the first
store of the incipient village. Other early mercantile and manufacturing ventures are worthy
of mention, as illustrating gradual growth.
Mr. Swarts early conveyed four lots to David
Reece, on condition that he should open a shop
for the manufacture of furniture. Mr. Reece
used a portion of his dwelling house for this
purpose, and it was at his home that his son,
Alonzo N., was born in 1838, and where his son.
Dr. Madison Reece, was reared. The first named
enjoys the distinction of having been the first
white child born within the present corporate
Directly south of the furniture shop
limits.
James Smith opened the first shoe shop, about
1838.

The

original

blacksmith,

Abraham

Swarts Nichols, located his shop on the northeast corner of the

same

block. No.

About

6.

the year 1839 Cornelius and James Dempsey
built a carding mill on the southwest corner of
Block No. 4. After operating it for a short
time they disposed of the plant to T. S. Bassett.
He failed to make it earn a profit, and
transformed it into a planing mill, doing a remunerative business in the manufacture of
sashes, blinds and doors. With the growth of
the demand for building material, a saw mill
and a brick yard became necessities. A. D.
Swarts and Josiah Stillings were the first to
erect the former, on the Berwick road, some
four miles west of Abingdon, and a second saw
mill was built not many years afterward, b?
John E. Chesney. Cager Creel and O. P. Swarts
established the first brick yard, in 1842, about
one-half mile north of the site of Hedding College.

John

among

E.

and

J.

B.

F.

Chesney were both

the early settlers, and the latter

is

cred-

with having been among the first to invent
the modern plow. Early in the forties, a Mr.
Cochran began making pumps from hewn logs,
the tubing being of hickory and the stock of
white oak. Tne first flouring mill was built in
1856, by Barr and Hoffman.
It stood on the
corner of Jefferson and Pearl streets, and was
subsequently sold to John W. Thompson, who
ited

transferred the business to Roseville.
The settlement began to grow very early in
In 1837 an auction sale of lots was
its history.
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and not

than forty were sold.
Incorporation as a village did not follow for several years.
Unfortunately the records of that
event have been lost; but it occurred about IS 15.
The first addition was laid out April 2, 1849, by
Frederic Snyder. It was on the south, and lay
within the northeast quarter of Section 4 of
Indian Point Township. Three others were laid
out in 1854, two by Mr. Snyder and one by Mr.
Swarts. Others were platted in 1855 by Messrs.
Swarts and Wilson, and three more by Mr. Snyheld,

!ess

der, in 1856.

In 1857 Abingdon was incorporated as a city,
the several additions mentioned being all included within the corporate limits. The charter
was approved February 13, 1857, and the first
election held April 21. following.

The provis-

ions of the instrument reflected the moral senti-

ment

of the people, gaming houses, saloons, and
even billiard tables falling under the ban of

The

prohibition.

legislative

power

is

vested in

a Board of four Aldermen who, as well as the
Mayor, hold office for one year. A list of the
city's chief executives, with the dates of their
respective terms, is given below:
W. H. Gillespie, 1857-58-60 and '64; Thaddeus

Henry Frey, 1861-62-67 and '77;
Shoop, 1863; A. J. Thompson, 1865; S. M.

Merrill, 1859;

D. D.

Lewis, 1866; C. C. Lewis, 186S; William M.
Yeatch. 1869-70 and '84; J. B. Strode, 1871-72;
Abner Vickery, 1873-74 and '78; William Johnston, 1875-80; H. C. Murphy, 1876; John Mosser,
1879-81-88 and '91; William B. Main, 1882;
Thomas Newell, 1883 and '87; William V. Trovillo, 1885-86; J. F. Latimer, 1889; S. D. Hall,
Thomas Austin, 1892 and '98; H. R.
1890;
Crouch, 1893-94; John G. Burnaugh, 1895; Corliss G. Mosser, 1896-97; James Richey, 1899.
A postoffice was opened in 1863, and Mr. A. D.
Swarts was the first postmaster. He named it
Harford, after the county in Maryland from
which he had emigrated, just as he had called
the town Abingdon in honor of his early home.
In order to avoid confusion, however, both
and village were later given the same
name. Mr. Swarts was succeeded by D. Reece,
and he by the following list of incumbents: S.
H. Richey, W. Shannon, B. Bradbury, W. D.
Lomax, Jesse Chesney, A. B. Cochran, T. E.
Glvens, William M. Veatch, S. McWilliams and
postoffice

J.

W.

Maginnis.

The early years of the young city's history
were marked by prosperity. As early as 1851,
brick

the

came

first,

into use in the building of stores,

of this material, being erected

by

J.

B. F.

i>n

Chesney on the northeast corner of Main

and Martin

streets.

In 1853, the second brick

was erected by D. K. Hardin, on
corner of Main and Martin
In 1870, John H. Chesney, who occu-

store building

the

northwest

streets.

pied

this

building,

built

his

new

brick store

joining this on the north, which
was the beginning of the brick block on the
west side of Main street. At the same time the
Masonic building was erected, also the next

building

building north, by F. P. Foltz, ^nd still another
by Henry Frey. The largest store of this period
was that of John H. Chesney, who had three
rooms connected. There is no doubt but that

he did the largest retail business of anyone
who has ever done business in Abingdon. In
the following year, 1871, Lyman Sanderson

more brick store buildings joining
Frey's on the north. The first one was occuS. D. Pollock as a drug store; the other
by John Mosser as a general store. In 1873, the
erected two

pied by

corner-stone was laid for the new building of
Hedding College; the brick store building of
H. Heller, and numerous residences were

W.

built the same year.
In 1855, Abingdon was made a station on the
Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad, and
twenty-eight years later the Iowa Central line
also passed through the place. These circumstances not a little added to its commercial importance in the surrounding country. During
the Civil War, however, building was comparatively at a standstill, the perpetuity of the

Union, enlistments, and the success and comfort of the soldiers at the front engrossing pub-

thought and
hindrance to the
lic

care.

Another,

city's prosperity

and later,
happened in

1874, when the inhabitants separated into factions concerning the internal dissensions in

the management of Abingdon College. Citizens
were hung in effigy, assaults were not infrequent, and even the lives of some of the leaders
on either side were threatened. In fact, there

are those who opine that this factional fight
actually turned back the city's progress by fitteen years. Sidewalks fell into decay and were
not repaired: weeds grew along the sides of the
thoroughfares; no new buildings were erected,
and even those standing failed to receive a sadly
needed coat of paint.
Prior to this, however, in 1869 a steam
flouring mill was erected by Jefferson and James

—

—

Dawdy. It was known as the "Highland Mills,"
and had a somewhat checkered existence. It
was burned within a few months after com-

—
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and again partially wrecked by
a boiler explosion, in 1S74. It was repaired, but
again burned to the ground, in 1882, and never
rebuilt.
Other manufacturing concerns located
at Abingdon are the Animal Trap Company, the
Abingdon Wagon Company, and the Globe Manufacturing Company's plant for the making of
workingmen's clothing.
The first named of these three owes its origin
pletion, rebuilt,

to the invention of a
Hooker. The inventor,
K. R. Marks, were the
Messrs. Cox and Marks

mouse-trap by W. C.
with John E. Cox and
original incorporators,

having closed out their
hardware business in order to embark in the enterprise. The beginning was very
modest, but the growth has been rapid and
steady.
Their present factory, on Meek street,
was erected in 1896, and is said to be the largest
manufactory of traps in the world. The company exports largely, both to Europe and to
South America, and employs about a hundred
workmen.
The Abingdon Wagon Company was removed
from Clinton, .owa, to Abingdon in 1895. To
secure this removal an addition to the city was
platted, east of the "Burlington" tracks, and
the proceeds of the sale of lots was given as a
bonus. The community has never had reason
to regret the transaction. The present owners
of the works are A. B. Spies and his four sons
Frank, William, Adam and Henry. Their large
brick factory stands near the tracks, and about
one hundred and twenty-five employes are engaged in making wagons and "bob" sleds.
The Globe Manufacturing Company began
the making of workingmen's clothing in 1889.
James W. Cox and Samuel T. Mosser are its
proprietors, having started their factory work
with only ten sewing machines.
They were
almost phenomenally successful from the start,
and at present (1S99) occupy a large two-story
building and give employment to nearly or
quite one hundred and twenty-five hands.
The other manufacturing industries of the
city may be briefly enumerated:
Abingdon
Brick and Tile Company; Abingdon Paper Box
Manufacturing Company; Hall Trap Company;
Roller Grip Pencil Holder Company; the Champion Display Rack Company.
profitable

A fire visited the city in February, 1899. laying in ashes a considerable section of East Main
street,
but rebuilding commenced at once.
Abingdon's citizens are enlightened, progressive and energetic, and a general system of improvements, to conform with modern ideas, is

already under contemplation. A new building
for city offices is nearing completion, and here
the Public Library will find permanent quarters.

The

institution last

named was

established in

by popular vote, and has already played a
prominent part as an educational factor.
Next to its prominence as a commercial and
shipping point, Abingdon enjoys a justly earned
fame as an educational center. Not only have
its common schools been well maintained, but
higher education has always been the ideal of
its founders and most public spirited citizens.
The first school house was built on land belonging to A. D. Swarts, just north of the orig1897,

inal

town

plat, in 1837.

It

was

incident to the days in which

of the character

was

it

built,

and

the instruction given was in consonance with

the

and

surroundings

qualifications

Abingdon being located in
has two school districts.
large, two-story brick building was
North Abingdon, and the youthful

of

the

teacher.

two town-

ships,

In 1868, a

now

it

developed

be

in

a

erected in

mind may
graded

well-taught,

The North Abingdon School has a
corps of six teachers, in addition to a principal.
South Abingdon also boasts a two-story brick
school.

school house, with a principal and three teachers.

The

latter building

was erected

in 1892,

and both schools grant diplomas

to graduates.
Opportunities for higher education were also

afforded at a relatively early date in the town's

Abingdon College was for years a
school of excellent reputation, while Hedding
history.

College is a fiourishing institution today. For
a succinct history of these institutions the reader
is

referred to the captions

but

its

history

Abingdon College and

The former no longer

Hedding College.
is

exists,

worth preserving and per-

petuating.

The first denomination to organize a church
was the Methodist Episcopal, and the first Presiding Elder was that famous circuit rider,
exhorter, orator and patriot, Peter Cartwright.
Regular services were held in the first rude
school house, built in 1837, already mentioned.

Mr. and Mrs. A. D. Swarts, with

five

other per-

membership
and this devoted band was accustomed

sons, constituted the first original
(1833),

meet at Mr. Swarts' log cabin; strong in faith
and hope, but weak in all else. In 1846 they
put up a building at the southwest corner of
Block 11. two blocks south of the site of the
present Methodist Church. After the building
of Hedding Seminary, they used its chapel as a
to
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meeting place until 186S. when they built a
two-story frame structure, which was then considered

a

handsome

edifice,

reflecting

credit

upon the piety and liberality of the congreIn 1S98, under the pastorate of Dr. R.

gation.

E. Buckey, a fine house of worship, of red granwas built and a large two-manual pipe
ite,
organ installed. The present membership of
It is prothe church exceeds five hundred.
gressive, and its power for good can scarcely
be overestimated.
The Christian Church was organized by Elder
Hiram Smith, in 1840, and its first building was
erected in 1349. In 1885 they removed to the
chapel of Abingdon College. The trouble which
'

arose in that institution in 1S74 rent the congregation in twain, part of the membership

withdrawing and forming a new

society, called

These
the Jefferson Street Christian Church.
worshipped at first in the Protestant Methodist

Church building, at that time idle, and afterwards moved to a small frame building on
Washington street, which had been built by
Here they remained
the Methodists in 1846.
until 1884. when the two congregations were reSix years after the reunion, in 1890, a
very handsome church was built on South Main
The church is energetic and prosperstreet.
united.

ous.

The First Cumberland Presbyterian Church
was organized in Cherry Grove, by Rev. James
In 1866 the denomination
Stockton, in 1834.
erected a church edifice in Abingdon. This so-

was later changed to a Congregational
church, which was organized in 1881. The society
bought the Cumberland Presbyterian
property, and in 1885 refitted the building, addciety

ing a lecture room.

modeled

in 1897,

church.

The

The house was again

and a pipe organ placed

society

is

re-

in the

in a prosperous condi-

tion.

The Protestant Methodists organized a soThey erected a frame structure
about 1869. The membership fell off. and the
sect has no longer an established place of worciety in 1839-40.

ship.

The Free Methodist Church was organized in
by Rev. J. G. Terrell, with four members.

1880,

The

denomination

never

gained

much

in

strength, and after a few years the local organization disbanded.

At the regular

election, in the

Spring of 1897,

the citizens voted to establish and maintain a
public library.

Although not much more than

two years have elapsed since

its

founding,

it

Y.
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has greatly grown in favor and is largely paIt is expected that
tronized by the citizens.
within a few years a permanent building will
be erected, which will be an honor to the projectors of the enterprise and a legitimate source
of pride to the city.

Abingdou has a well managed volunteer fire
department, organized in December, 1877, and
consisting of an engine and a hook and ladder
company, with a membership of about fifty.
At the tournament held at Peoria in 1879, the
Abingdon hook and ladder company won the

The members of the deState championship.
partment are paid twenty-five cents each for attendance at a fire or a meeting.
The first newspaper published was the Abingdon Messenger, which was founded in 1856 by
Chambers and White. Its publication was discontinued after two years. The Nonpareil was
published by D. H. Elliot, but lived only a year.
The next paper to appear was the Reporter,
which was conducted during 18G1 and 1862 by
E. E. Chesney published the GaC. C. Button.
zette for a short time, and from 1869 to 1875
W. H. Heaton issued the Knox County DemoHe sold the paper to H. C. Allen, who
crat.
started the Knoxonian, which lived for about
The Educational Magazine, a
three years.
thirty-two page paper, devoted to the interests
of Abingdon College, was edited and founded by
S. J. Clark and J. S.
J. W. Butler in 1864-5.
Badger founded the Abingdon Leader in 1874,
but discontinued its publication after about a
In 1875 Frank L. Ritchey issued the first
year.
number of the Abingdon Express. This was a
sheet at the beginning, but gradually
in size. It died within ten years. Charles
K. Bassett, who, when a boy of sixteen years,
had printed a small sheet, three inches square,
which he called the "Amateur News," began
the publication of the Abingdon Register in

small

grew

appeared for several years, when it
The Enterprise was estabJ. C. Cromer, who sold it, in
1884, to J. N. Reed and R. E. Pendarvis. Charles
A. Murdock bought the paper in 1893. and one
year later disposed of it to M. A. Cleveland and
E. M. Killough.
Mr. Killough had before this
(in 1892) founded the Herald, and the two
papers were consolidated, under the name of
the Enterprise-Herald. This paper is still published.
Abingdon has also two other journals,
the Argus and the Kodak.
The former first
appeared on March 8, 1882, the proprietors being W. H. Clark and William Purdue.
Mr.
1877.

It

was discontinued.
lished in 1880, by
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Purdue withdrew from the firm in 1883, since
which date Mr. Clark has edited the paper and
conducted the business alone. The Kodak is a
journal of neat typographical appearance, and
was started by Jesse C. Shoop in 1897.
The city's banking facilities are good, there
being two solid financial institutions; the First
National Bank and the private banking house
The latter was
of J. Mosser and Company.
opened in 1895, and Mr. Mosser is highly esteemed as a sagacious, conservative business
man.
The People's Bank was opened December 1,
with an authorized capital of $30,000. M.
C. Bates was President, and J. B. Mackey,
cashier. In December, 1882, its capital was increased to $50,000. and in 1S85 it was changed
to the First National Bank of Abingdon. This
institution nas done a successful business ever
since it was organized, and is today recognized
as one of the leading banks of the county, having over $200,000 on deposit. The present offi-

tary Tract, and probably no physician in cenThe
Illinois enjoyed a larger practice.

tral

present physicians are W. H. Heller, C. F. Bradway, Jesse Rowe, F. B. Dickinson, T. W. David-

son and

J. S. Cannon.
Among the very old residents of Abingdon is
Dennis Clark, who settled here back in the
thirties.
He held the office of County Judge
for over twenty years and now lives a quiet and
retired life at his residence in South Abingdon.
Population, 1899, estimated, twenty-eight hun-

dred.

ABINGDON COLLEGE.

1879,

cers are:

Thomas

Newell, President;

J.

F. Lat-

imer, Vice President; Orion Latimer, Cashier.

Abingdon has had two other banking

institu-

have gone into voluntary liquidation. T. H. and Strawther Givens, with J. M.
Dawdy, engaged in banking under the firm
name of Givens, Dawdy and Company, in 1873.
In 1S7S the business was reorganized and the
Union Bank of Abingdon incorporated, with M.
C. Bates as President, and Strawther Givens as
Cashier. It went into liquidation in 1886. The
Abingdon Safety Bank, incorporated under the

tions, but both

was organized in 1892, with a capital
M. Reece was President, and Jesse
Barlow Cashier. It went into liquidation in
State law,

of $25,000.
1896.

It is impossible to give the name of the first
physician who located in Abingdon. Some say
a man by the name of Golladay was the first,
but the memory of the old settlers is so treacherous that it is difficult to make a positive
statement. It is said that Doctors Garfield and
Hubbard located here in 1841, and that in 1846
Dr. W. H. Heller moved to Abingdon.
He is
now in active practice, having been over a half
century in his chosen profession in one locality.
Dr. Madison Reece, a son of David Reece,
one of the early settlers in the village, won
great renown as a physician. He studied medicine with Dr. Heller, went to the army and was
promoted to the rank of Major, and after the

war

settled in

profession.

Abingdon

for the practice of his

He was known

all

over the Mili-

By

A. P. Aten.

The preliminary work that resulted in the
founding of Abingdon College began in April,
1853, when P. H. Murphy and J. C. Reynolds
taught a select school in a rented building on
Main street, in Abingdon. In the Fall of the
same year it became Abingdon Academy, with a
Board of Trustees. Early in 1854, a new brick
building,

now known

as the old college building,

was begun, the contract being given

to

Perdue in consideration of ten thousand
In February,
tered as

removed

1855,

Abingdon
into the

the

institution

College,

new

and

in January, 1856,

building and began

composed

Jesse

dollars.

was char-

work

P. H. Murphy,
Reynolds, Professor of Ancient
Languages; J. W. Butler, Professor of Mathematics, and an efficient corps of assistants. This
faculty continued without material change until
1858, when J. C. Reynolds resigned and A. J.
Thompson became Professor of Ancient LanPresident Murphy was removed by
guages.
death in 1860, and J. W. Butler was chosen to
succeed him. William Griffin about that time
became Professor of Mathematics. Judge Derham was shortly afterwards added to the Faculty as Professor of Science, S. P. Lucy as Professor of Elocution, and Albert Linn as Professor of Mathematics in place of Mr. Griffin, who
had resigned. In 1868, A. P. Aten was chosen
Professor of Belles Lettres, and Professor Lucy
retired, to accept other work, succeeding Professor Derham in the chair of Science, however,
The Faculty as thus constituted conin 1871.
tinued until 1874, when President Butler, with
Professors Lucy and Aten, retired on account
of some internal troubles that threatened the
life of the college.
In 1868, what is known as the new building

with a

faculty

President;

of

J. C.

was erected at a cost of forty thousand dollars,
and was occupied early in the next year. A
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period of great prosperity

now began,

wiiich

continued for six years, after which its decadence was equally well marked.
In 1S74 Oval Pirkey became President, holding the position for one year. He was succeeded
by Clark Braden. All efforts to revive the college seemed unavailing until after F. M. Bruner
assumed the presidency, in 1S77. He became
sole owner of the institution, by purchase, in
ISSO, and continued at its head until 1SS5, in
which year negotiations were successfully concluded by which Abingdon College was united
with Eureka College, and its alumni were recognized for all practical purposes as alumni of
Not long afterthe last named institution.
wards the Abingdon College property passed
Professor
Summers,
the
hands
of
of Kaninto
sas, who established a school known as Abing-

don College Normal, which existed for several
years.
In 1S9.5, the property was purchased,
through the efforts of President Evans, by Hedding College, and has since been owned by that
institution, whose normal and musical departments are conducted therein.

By
Abraham

J.

Swarts,

G. Evans.

who

laid out the

town

of

Abingdon, in 1836, contemplated the founding
a college, but did not live to realize his ideal.
His sons, Oregon P. and Rev. Benjamin C.
Swarts, and his daughter, Mrs. Thomas R. Wilson, were so impressed with his plans that
they embraced the first opportunity to lead in
such a movement.
Hedding Collegiate Seminary was opened in
the Methodist Church, November 19, 1855, with
of

Rev. N. C. Lewis, A. M., as Principal.
The first building was erected in 1856-7, at a
cost of fifteen thousand dollars, and occupied
December 16, 1857. In February, 1857, a charter

was obtained incorporating the institution under
the name of Hedding Seminary and Central
Professor Lewis, who
Illinois Female College.
resigned at the close of his third year, was a

man

of fine ability, broad culture, large expe-

rience and good practical sense.

the foundations

upon

He

laid well

which others were

to

build.

John

T. Dickinson, A. M.,

was

elected to

fill

the vacancy, and was in charge of the seminary
for nine years, including the four years of
civil war, so trying to institutions of learning. Professor Dickinson, with the aid of some

generous friends,

succeeded

in

keeping

the

men

M. Chaffee secured subscripan endowment fund amounting to

In 1866, Rev. F.

tions

for

eleven thousand dollars.

The

first

moneys

re-

ceived were diverted, with the consent of the
donors, to be used in building.
The balance

was never paid, and the seminary was left without any endowment. Professor Dickinson was
a good teacher, excellent scholar and a Christian gentleman. He was succeeded by Rev. M.

who was President five years. Under bis administration a new building enterprise was inaugurated.
Rev. C. Springer, financial agent, called a
public meeting in Abingdon, at which Rev. J.

C. Springer,

Evans, who was in charge of the special
secured subscriptions amounting to
twelve thousand dollars. A building, to cost
G.

effort,

sixty thousand

dollars, was planned and the
foundations laid.
Unexpected difliculties were
encountered, discouragements multiplied, subscribers withheld payments because they doubted the ability of the trustees to go forward, and

the
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school alive until the war closed and young
and prosperity returned.

work

ceased.

Professor Springer had a fine personal appearance and, being dignified in manners, courtly in
bearing and gentlemanly in conversation, was
well qualified to direct the education of young
people. But ne was conscious of the impossibility of realizing his ideal while embarrassed by
the limited room in the old building. Disappointed in his expectations, he resigned in 1872,

leaving an honorable record behind him.

Rev.
was chosen as his successor.
very serious difliculty in the way of resuming the building enterprise was found to exist
in the discouragement arising from the want of
confidence.
Subscribers refused to pay until
they could see the work going forward, and
that could not be without means. A. J. Jones,
financial agent, P. M. Shoop. Superintendent of
Work, and the President advanced the money to
begin work, and as the walls went up confidence
was restored, subscriptions were paid and sucJ.

G. Evans, A. M.,

A

The new building was occupied
but not completed until 1876. The cost
thousand dollars.
In August, 1875. articles of incorporation were
granted to the institution by the Secretary of
State, under the name of Hedding College, and
full and thorough college courses were adopted.
The first administration of President Evans
cess assured.
in 1874,

was

thirty-five

closed in 1878, at the end of six years of hard

and successful work.

No

indebtedness for cur-
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rent expenses had been incurred, subscriptions
on hand were ample to cover all indebtedness

upon the new building, the attendance had nearly

doubled, the graduating class of that year

numbered fourteen, and eighty undergraduates
remained.
In 1878, Rev. G. W. Peck was elected to the
presidency, and held the position four years.
He was a good teacher, but lacked the experience and knowledge of Western life and cus-

toms necessary

to success.

Seeing a rapid de-

and a growing annual dehe became discouraged and resigned, leaving an accumulated deficit for current expenses
of over ten thousand dollars.
Rev. J. S. Gumming, A. M., succeeded him.
He entered upon the duties of his office with
enthusiasm, and prosecuted the work with untiring energy. Ihe difficulties were almost insuperable, but with a faith that gave birth to
hope he toiled, with a heroism worthy of the
noble cause he so faithfully served. His success in raising money saved the institution, and
it was through no fault of his that the school
After four years of
still declined in numbers.
anxiety and hard work. Dr. Cummings resigned
and Rev. J. R. Jaques, D. D., Ph. D., was elected
as his successor. Dr. Jaques was well known
as an educator, was able in the pulpit and on the
platform, and his election gave universal satisfaction; but he was unable to do outside work,
the finances did not improve, nor did the attendance increase, and at the close of the third
year he resigned, but retained his chair and
took the vice-presidency.
Rev. J. G. Evans, D. D., LL. D.. was again
called to the presidency.
The property had
been sold under mortgage, and the privilege
of redemption had expired. The" attendance the
previous year was only one hundred and six.
The property has been restored; seven thousand dollars raised and expended in repairs; the
Abingdon College property, which originally
cost sixty thousand dollars, has been purchased;
the
attendance has increased every year,
reaching four hundred and three last year; and
fifty-flve thousand dollars have been secured in
cline in attendance
ficit,

endowment notes.
The moral tone and

religious sentiment in

a high order. A
daily prayer meeting has been well maintained
for thirty years, and from eighty to ninety per

Hedding have always been

of

cent of the students are Christians.

The government of Hedding is administered
upon the theory that such restrictions ought to

be enforced as are found necessary to secure the
best attainments in the legitimate work of the
and protect students from being injured

college,

by objectionable environments and vicious influences. Secret fraternities, match games with
other colleges, football, profanity, attending
dances or theaters, drinking intoxicants and
the use of tobacco are prohibited, because considered detrimental to good government and injurious to student life. Gymnasium work and
all proper athletics are sanctioned and encouraged.

Rev. J. G. Evans resigned, and in June, 1898,
Hyre D. Clark, D. D., Ph. D., became President.

FREDERICK
Frederick P.

Hannah

F'oltz is

P.

FOLTZ.

the son of Christian and

(Kieffer) Foltz,

and was born Novem-

ber 15, 1830, near Strathburg, Franklin County,
Pennsylvania.
The family is of German and French-Huguenot ancestry. His paternal great-grandfather
was Frederick Foltz, who emigrated from Rotterdam on the ship Tyger, George Johnson,
master, November 19, 1771, and settled near
Myerstown, Lebanon County, Pennsylvania. His
grandfather, also named Frederick, moved to

Letterkenny Township, Franklin County, Pennsylvania, in 1798. He had nine children, seven
sons and two daughters, of whom Christian, the
father of Frederick P., was the sixth.
His
great-great-grandfaiher, on the maternal side,

was Abraham Kieffer, a French-Huguenot, who
came to America in 1750. He had three sons
and two daughters. His son, Dewalt, had seven
sons and two daughters, the youngest son.
Christian, being F. P. Foltz's grandfather.
The Foltz and Kieffer families come of excellent stock, and in France, Germany, and
America, have been noted for their intelligence,
enterprise, thrift, and usefulness. Many of the
Kieffers were, and still are, prominent in
church and State as teachers and ministers.
Ex-Governor Beaver, a distinguished officer in
the Civil War, and at present a member of the
Superior Court, is a grandson of Catherine

Ex-Speaker and General Kieffer, of
Maryland branch of this
most eminent divines In
Maryland and Pennsylvania are named Kieffer,
and include Dr. J. Spangler Kieffer, of Hagerstown, Maryland; Dr. Harry Kieffer, of Easton,
Pennsylvania; and Professor J. B. Kieffer, of
Franklin and Marshall College, Lancaster,
Kieffer.

Ohio, came from the
family. Some of the

Pennsylvania.
Mr. Foltz's brothers, Daniel, Cyrus, and Martin L., served in the Civil War, southwestern
army, and Christian C. was Captain of an
emergency company. His brother, George, was
a successful contractor and builder. Another
brother, Moses A., of Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, has been, for many years, editor and
proprietor of 'Public Opinion." He is an influential republican, has been a member of the
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and was appointed by President McKinley Postmaster of Chambersburg.
Mr. Foltz was educated, and learned the carpenter's trade in Pennsylvania, which occupation he engaged in until his removal West. He
was married in Waynesboro, Pennsylvania, October 8, 1S55, to Melinda C, daughter of George
and Susan Jacobs. She was born in Waynesboro, December 7, 1S33.
In 1S57. Mr, Foltz
moved with his family to a farm in Kansas, but,
owing to the disturbed condition of that part
legislature,

of the country, he returned to Pennsylvania,
and worked at his trade until the close of the
war. He then made a second trip to Kansas,
which, like the first, proved disappointing, and
he located at Abingdon, Illinois, where he has
for many years been a leading citizen of the
town and county. He has taken a conspicuous
part in all matters pertaining to the advancement of Abingdon, and was prominently concerned in securing the construction of what is
now the Iowa Central Railroad, of which he
was a director; he also acted as collector for
the company for some time, in which capacity
he was very successful. He was among the first
to erect modern brick business blocks in the
city of Abingdon, and built and owned the Foltz
Opera House. He is the owner of much valuable property in the city.
He was a pioneer in
the introducing and manufacture of tile for
drainage purposes, and was a member of the
first manufacturing company formed for that

He

purpose.

is

now

a stock

holder in

the

Abingdon Paving Brick and Tile Company. Mr.
Foltz is a druggist, and has been in the business since 1865. He is the discoverer and manufacturer of a valuable antiseptic germ-destroyer and pain alleviator called "Presto,"
which has proved a boon to suffering humanity.
Mr. and Mrs. Foltz are the parents of seven
children: Louise Belle, born at Chambersburg,

Pennsylvania; Jennie Augusta, born in Shawnee County, Kansas; Frederick Luther, born in
Waynesboro, Pennsylvania, and died in Kansas,
April l.S, 1864; Linnie M., born in Abingdon;
and Lillie M. and Helen D. (twins), born in
Abingdon. Lillie M. died September 15, 1870.
The family are connected with the Congregational church.

In politics, Mr. Folz is a republican; he has
been Alderman of the city of Abingdon several
terms. He Is highly esteemed by his fellow

townsmen.
John
(Lowe)

JOHN WEBB XAXCE.
Webb Nance, son of William and Nancy
Nance,

was

born

in

Rockingham

North Carolina, May 15. 1814. His
father was a. native of North Carolina, as were
his grandfathers, John Nance and Thomas
Lowe. The name is French, and the family is
of Huguenot descent.
Mr. J. W. Nance's boyhood was passed in Tennessee. For a while he worked at farming in
Henry County of that State, and at odd times
found employment as a carpenter. In the Spring
County,

of 1845,
Illinois,

John Nance came to Warren County,
and purchased one hundred acres of
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which he cultivated till 1878. The following year he removed to Abingdon, where he

land,

now

resides.

Mr. Nance is a member of the religious body
as Missionary Baptists. He is well
thought of in the community, and is honest and
upright in his dealings with his fellow men. In
politics, he was originally a whig, and since
1856, has been a democrat.
He became a Mason
in 1850, and was admitted to membership in
the Monmouth Lodge, Number 37.
Mr. Nance was married May 24, 1836, to
Nancy Simmons, in Calaway County, Kentucky.
There were ten children;
Rutus D.; Francis
M.; Susan A.; Mary J.; Sarah E.; Charles W.,
deceased; Nancy C; Martha W.; John A.; and
Robert H. His second marriage was with Mrs.
Harriet E. Brooks, January 11, 1874. His present wife was Mrs. Mary (Lucas) Crawford to
whom Mr. Nance was married April 20, 1879.
She is the daughter of Daniel and Jane (McKenzie) Lucas, and was born March 18, 1822, in
Ross County, Ohio.

known

THOMAS NEWELL.
Thomas Newell was born

in

Brown County,

Ohio, September 19, 1821. His parents, Thomas
and Margaret (Taylor) Newell, were natives of
Ohio, the former of Brown County; lie was a
soldier in the War of 1812; they died in Park
County, Indiana. His paternal grandfather was
a native of Ireland.
Mr. Newell was reared a practical farmer on
the homestead in Indiana. He was married in

Park County to Louise M. Smith, September 14,
1843.
They have six children, all of whom are
married;
Mrs. Sarah A. Burnside; John W.;
Mrs. Julia M. McFarland; Mrs.
Emma Leigh; and Kate E., the wife of Samuel
T. Mosser.
Mr. Newell came to Knox County
in 1847, and purchased eighty acres of land near
Herman. He afterwards purchased one hundred and sixty acres, making two hundred and
forty acres in Chestnut Township, which he
eventually sold and bought two hundred acres
in Indian Point Township.
He came to Abingdon in 1877, still attending to his farming interests.
The money received from the sale of
his land he invested in the Union Bank, and
later in the People's Bank, which in 1885 was
changed to the First National Bank of Abingdon, of which he is President.
William H.;

Mr. Newell has been a conservative business

man, and has always avoided speculation. He
is a substantial and representative citizen; temperate in all his habits; has always taken an
active part in educational affairs, and has labored for the best interests of the community.
When, in 1889, Hedding College became involved financially, he bid in the property at
sheriff's sale and paid the debts; and when, two
years later, there was a failure in redeeming
the obligation, he received the deed of the property, but deeded it back to the college, with the
provision that it should never be burdened
again nor sold on account of debt, thus enabling the institution to continue its good work.

,
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also induced friends of

He

tlie

college to raise

an endowment fund of $50,000.
Methodist
Mr Newell is a member of the board. He
Episcopal church, and of its official
lor
Township
Chestnut
of
Supervisor
has been
In
local ofBces.
eight years, and has held other
politics,

he

is

a republican.

born in
BARROWS, ROBERT P.; Farmer;
educated in
New Hampshire, in February, 1S33;Asa
Barrows
the common schools. His father,
served

was born in Oxford County, Maine, and Anna
mother
through the War of 1S12. His
Vermont. His pa(Pike), was born in Granby,
Barrows, was a
ternal grandfather, also Asa
soldier.
Revolutionary
a
native of Maine and
and Wales.
His forefath-jrs came from Scotland

to Illinois in 1858, and setIn 1862, he enlisted in
County.

Mr Barrows came
tled in

Cooke

E, One Hundred and Thirteenth
till.1865. ^ben he
nois Volunteers, and served
1868, moved
returned to Cooke County, and
Buena
and settled
to Iowa where he married
to Nemoved
he
1883,
In
County.
Vista
where he has
braska, and in 1888, to Abingdon,
estate
real
farmer
since lived as a retired
He was first married
dealer and speculator.
Theie
Mav 1 1869, at Independence, Iowa.
Grace, now Mrs. William
children:
Illi-

Company

m

m

were two

first
Edmonson; and Josephine. Mr. Barrows
was afterwards
wife died March 2, 1S97, and he
religion, Mr.
married to Mrs. Anna Grimm. In
politics, he
Barrows is a Congregationalist. In
'^

BURNSIDe!^' ISAAC; Farmer; Abingdon;
Pocahontas County
born August 26, 1826, in
common schools of
Virginia; educated in the
father to
In 1852, he came with his
Indfana
living in Ohio and
after
Knox County, Illinois,
he was reared on
Indiana, in which latter State
Hermon,
In 1857, he was married, near
a farm
in Chestnut Townto Libbie Price, and settled
many years a promiship, where he was for
he re
1883,
In
nent and prosperous farmer.
resided
moved to Abingdon, where he has since
Susie
Mr Burnside's second wife was Mrs.
Soliday who came
Ruth, daughter of Samuel
m 1853, and in
from Ohio to Tazewell County
For
Township
1860 settled on a farm in Salem
Mrs. Burnside
some years before her marriage,
takes a
schoDl teacher. Mr. Burnside
was a

keen hut quiet interest

in the public affairs of

"tizen
town,\nd is known as an "P"S^t
1° Politics, he
and a successful business man
the Chrisrepublican. He is a member of

his
is

a

M.; Farmer; Abing812; eduKentucky, January 24
schools. His tathei,
rated in the common
to Indian Point Township
came
Dawdy,
itmes
M. followed
KMx Cmmty in 1846.on Jefferson
Section 17, where he
1847 and"^ settled
retired and moved
farmed until 1897, when he married Elizabeth
he
to Abingdon. In 1834,
im^s'^^ilht children wei. ^-^n^^'X'^ Hattie
Mary. Sara_h E^John, Marshall, Cassie,
1894 and
Dawdy died
E and Bell. Mrs. Dawdy
has lived with his
since her death Mr.
In the
Bell (Mrs. J. W. Brown).

^'dAWDT^' JEFFERSON

dont™'in

m

m

daughter,

hX

associated with Mr.
early days, Mr. Dawdy was
In 1865, he
Givens in the banking business.
conducted for some
built a grist mill, which he
of tjie ChrisUan
member
is
a
Dawdy
Mr.
nme
Tiustee or
Church, and was for some years a
politics, he is a demthe old South College. In
of
He is one of the substantial men
ocrat.

Abingdon.

DBCHANT, PETER; Mason;

Abingdon; horn

Germantown, Ohio; rethe common
education
Dechaut, came Jrom
Peter
father,
His
schools.
£orty-six
Germany, and was killed at the age of Dechant
Peter
At the early age of seven, young
work out, and when fifteen years o

November
ceived

a

17,

1820, in

limited

m

began to
He also
trade.
age had learned the mason's
came to
worked in a brick-yard. In 18«4,. he
Foi
Knox County and settled near Abingdon.

m

Knox
some years previous to his arrival
mason, which
County, he had been a contracting
he rewhen
1889,
until
followed
he
business
marOctober 12, 1843, Mr. Dechant was
tired
Montgomery Countj
ried, to Nancy J. Hall, in
H.,
Ohio. They had six sons: Jeremiah, Pfer
Grant. Mrs.
Chase, William P.. John S., and
and
scattered
are
sons
the
1891;
in
Dechant died
He has been
Mr. Dechant lives with a daughter.
of the hollow
successful, and was the originator
of dampness.
brick wall theory for prevention
miles from
Mr. Dechant owned a farm four
his tiade
Abingdon, and at all times combined
Mr.
work with that of farming. In religion,
he is inDechant is a free thinker. In politics,
Highway
dependent, and for some years was
keen but
Commissioner; has always taken a
years
interest in town affairs^ For fifty
quiet

Fellows.
he has been a member of the Odd
DICKINSON, FRANK C; Physician; AbingHis
1868.
don, where he was born April 20
(Bates) Dickparents were John T. and Elvira
Dickinson was a nainson. Professor John T.
educated at the Westive of New York, and was
He was an
leyan University at Middletown.
was President
educator of high character, and
President of Hedding
of several colleges. As
instrumental
College, Abingdon, he was largely
of the college; he
in building the north wing

who suivives
in 1885. Mrs. Dickinson,
and
Illinois
him. was born in Pike County
Fiank
educated at Mt. Holyoke, Massachusetts.
and was
children,
five
of
one
is
C Dickinson
educated at Hedding College and 1°^ Chigraduate of the
leyan University. He is a
College, class of
cago Homeopathic Medical
has
in Abingdon, where he
died

^

1893.

built

He

settled

up a good practice.

STRAWTHER; Real Estate Dealer;
May 23. 1843,
Abingdon. Cedar Township; born
educated in the comTn Bloomington. Indiana:
were Thales H. G vmon schools. His parents Kentucky
and Jul a
ens, of Madison County,
He was married to Ma y
Givens.
GIVENS,

(Carter)

December 25. 1862 at BlandinsvUle,
They have four children: Anna R
«•
Thomas, Lucy G. (Foltz). Lauramember
(fyf'l^.
of the
and Thalea H. Mr. Givens is a
a democrat.

Huston

,

Illinois.

Christian church.

In politics he

is

i^lZ^ ^ht.u^££)
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HARRIS, ISRAEL JOHN; Teacher; Abingdon; born October 24, 1S57, in Elba Township,
educated at Abingdon College. His
Illinois;
parents, Joseph and Mathilda C. (Hart) Harris,
were born in Ohio; his paternal grandparents
were James and Rebecca Craig Jennings
uis
maternal
grandparents
were
Harris;
Finney and Jane (Quinn) Hart, of Georgia; his paternal great-grandfather was Israel
Harris, and his maternal great-grandparents
were Robert Quinn and Elizabeth Lacey Hart.
His father, Joseph Harris, came to Knox

County in 1S53, and was one
in Elba Township. He died

of the first settlers
in Abingdon April
1883; his wife is still living. After his
father's death, I. J. Harris, who had been teaching and studying in Abingdon, assumed charge
of the estate, and turned his attention to farming and stocli raising. In 18S9. he resumed his
former occupation of teaching, which he was
obliged to abandon at the end of seven years,
owing to ill health. Mr. Harris is still an inHe was married September 1, 1887, at
valid.
Nelson. They have four
Abingdon, to
Joseph Victor, born May 1, 1889;
children:
Verna Pernella, born July 27, 1892; Olive Caroline, born February 27, 1894; Yerda, born June
Mr. Harris is a member of the Con20, 1897.
gregational church, and for the past year has
been President of the Knox County Sunday
20,

Emma

School Association.

In politics, he is a repubof the City of Abing-

and was Alderman
don during 1887-8.

lican,

HELLER, WILLIAM H.; Physician; Abingdon; born May 11, 1823, in Ashland, Ohio; educated in the common schools. His father, John
Heller, was born in Pennsylvania, came to Illinois in 1835, and settled in Cuba. Dr. Heller's
mother was a native of New Jersey. His grandfather, John Heller, was a Revolutionary soldier, and settled in Pennsylvania at an early
date.
Dr. Heller attended schools at Cuba, and
studied medicine under Dr. Raymond at a medical college in Chicago.
After graduating he
began practice in Cuba, Illinois, and afterwards
located at Abingdon, where he has practiced
medicine for many years. In 1846, he married Mary D. Mosher, in Fulton County, Illinois; five children were born to them;
Robley
E.; Joseph M.; John L.; Frank L.; and 'Willie,
who died in infancy. Joseph and John are physicians in Kansas. In politics, Dr. Heller is a
prohibitionist.

HOUSH, ALONZO MARION;
Dairyman;
1856.

in

Maquon;
Eliza

his

(Strong)

David

Farmer and

Abingdon; born September
Haw Creek Township; educated

29,

in

were:
James 0., and
Housh; his grandfather was
He was married Februarv 6,

parents

Housh.
Prairie City, Illinois, to Ella Barlow,
daughter of Samuel Barlow, of 'Warren County;
they have one son, Glenn Yguerra. Mr. Housh
was brought up on a farm, and after his marriage lived in Haw Creek Township, where he
had one hundred and eighty-five acres of excellent land.
In 1893, he went to Abingdon, and
engaged in the insurance and real estate business; since February, 1898, he has been a dairy1879, at

man.

Mr.

Housh has been

a breeder of fine
in 1856, Byerly Abdallah;
Patchen. He is a successMr. Housh is a democrat.
He is a believer in Christian Science.
HUNTER, JAMES W.; Retired farmer;
Cedar Township; born August 23, 1851, in Clinton County, Ohio; educated in the normal
schools of Martinsville and Lebanon, Ohio. His
parents were Charles N. and Mary C. (Bond)
Hunter, born and reared in Clinton County,
Ohio; his paternal grandfather, James Hunter,
was a native of the same state, while his paternal grandmother, Harriet (Neal), was born in
Hagerstown,
Maryland.
His
grandfather,
James Hunter, was a native of Ireland, where
he was a teacher. Charles N. Hunter was a
merchant and stockraiser in Ohio, where he at
one time was considered one of the wealthy
men. He died in 1876, aged forty-six years.
Politically, he was a democrat.
He was a
member of the Christian church. November 16,

horses,

he

ful

and owned,

now owns Zuleka
business man.

1876,

at

Hermon,

Illinois,

J.

W. Hunter mar-

ried Sarah A. Smith, a daughter of Charles
Smith, a well-to-do farmer. They had two children: Charles M. and Isadora. The latter died
in infancy.
Mr. Hunter was reared on a farm
in Ohio.
He began teaching school when a
young man; he taught in Ohio and Indiana, and
at Olney and in Knox County, Illinois.
In 1873,
he was admitted to the Bar in Indiana, and afterwards continued his studies with ex-State
Treasurer 'Wilson. In 1874 he came to Knox
County and settled at Hermon, where he taught
school for two years, when he married and
began farming near Hermon. He became
prominent in the democratic party of the township, and was elected Justice of the Peace.
In
1887. he was elected Supervisor from Indian
Point Township. In 1888. he was elected to the

Legislature, and re-elected in 1890. In 1892, was
nominated for member of Congress from the
Tenth District and fell but a little short of elec-

February 20, 1894, he was appointed Deputy Collector of internal Revenues for the Fifth
District of Illinois, and held the office until
tion.

1898, when
1889-90, Mr.

moved to Abingdon. During
Hunter was engaged in the merHermon, Illinois. His wife
In religion, Mr. Hunter is

he

cantile business at
died July 15, 1899.
a Christian.

MAGINNIS, JOHN 'WESLEY; Postmaster at
Abingdon; born at Morristown, onio, July 10,
1838, where he was educated in the district
schools. He came to Bureau County, Illinois
in 1857. Prior to the 'War, he followed the carpenter trade, but when the news of the firing
on Fort Sumpter reached him, at 9 o'clock in
the morning, he left his bench, and was an enrolled soldier before 3 o'clock the same day. He
served with Company B, Fifty-seventh Illinois
Volunteers, until August 1, 1862, when he was
discharged on account of illness. For twentyfive years he was in the employ of the Chicago,
Burlington and Quincy Railroad Company at

Maiden and Abingdon.

lUionis, to

which

latter

place he moved in 1866. He served four terms
as Collector of Cedar Township, and for ten

KNOX COUNTY.
years was Constable in the same township and
Mr.
Bailiff in the Knox County Circuit Court.
Maginnis' parents were Methodists, and he has
adhered to that faith during his life. In politics, he never wavered from republicanism in
He was appointed Postmaster
its purest form.
of Abingdon by President McKinley in recognition of his army service and fidelity to and
active service in the republican party. On

November

27, 1868,

he was married in Abing-

don to Maria Jane Richey.

They are the par-

ents of the following children:
Etha Mabel; Samuel Archie,

Albert Richey;
deceased; Arta

Velma; Anna Maria; John

Scott;
member of

and William

Company D,
Albert is a
Sixth Illinois Volunteers. Mr. Maginnis' father
was Daniel Maginnis, a native of Loudon
County, Virginia, who married Eva McClure, a
native of Pennsylvania. His paternal grandparents were natives of Ireland.
MAIN, Vi^ILLlAM B.; Retired Farmer and
James.

Merchant; Abingdon; born in Otsego County,
New York, December 7, 1835; educated in the
common schools of New York State. His parents, Thomas P. and Laura (Allen) Main, were
both natives of Otsego County, New York. His
paternal grandparents were Joseph and Jane
(Blanchard) Main. Peter Main, who settled in
Connecticut in 1680. was a native of Scotland.
W. B. Main came to Knox County, Illinois, in
In 1861, he enlisted
1857, and located at Altona.
in Company I, Seventeenth Illinois Volunteers,
and served until 1862, when he was discharged
for disability, having been wounded at Fort
Donelson. Later he settled at Galesburg, and
was a conductor on the Chicago, Burlington
and Quincy Railroad until 1879, when
he removed to Abingdon, where he engaged in the hardware business, in which he
was successful from the beginning, and soon
controlled the largest business of its kind in
this section of the State. He also bought several farms which he managed for some years.
He retired from the hardware business in 1897.
January 17. 1865, Mr. Main married Miss Harriet M. Bill, in Bainbridge, New York; they
have had two children: Carrie E. (now Mrs.
Claude Byram), born June 20, 1870; and George
W., horn August 19, 1875. Mr. Main is a prominent member of the Methodist Episcopal
Church, is a trustee of Hedding College and
treasurer of

its

endowment

fund.

In

politics,

He was Mayor of
is a republican.
Abingdon in 1882. He is looked up to as one
of the most prominent men of the city.
McWILLIAMS, SEYMOUR; Merchant; Abingdon; born March 14, 1861. in Mercer County,

Mr. Main

Pennsylvania; educated in the common schools.
His father, John McWilliams, was a native of
Pennsylvania, and his paternal grandfather was
Robert C. McWilliams. Mr. McWilliams was
married to Jennie Bell, April 8, 1885, in Lawrence County, Pennsylvania. Four of their five
Jennie O.. John R., Mark
children are living:
D. and Luke S. Mr. McWilliams came to Galesburg, Knox County, in 1883, and in 1885, began
a grocery business in Abingdon, which he continued from 1885 to 1892. In religion, he is a

Methodist.

In politics, he

is

a democrat, and

in 1894, was appointed Postmaster for four
years.
He was elected Supervisor in 1890, 1892,
and again in 1899. In 1899, he was Collector.
Mr. McWilliams has always taken a keen interest in town affairs.
MERRICKS, WILLIAM A.; Merchant and
Farmer; Abingdon; born December 7, 1828, in
Cabell County, West Virginia; educated in the
common schools of Knox County, Illinois. Mr.
Merricks came to Knox County in 1839, and
after living with different farmers spent some
years as a clerk. In 1880, he went into the

grocery and farming business which he conducted until 1885. He now keeps a dairy, but
haa retired from active business life. April 15,
1852, Mr. Merricks was married in Abingdon to
Hannah E. (Chesney). They have four children: Clayton 0., Jesse J., Blanch E. and Fannie E. Mrs. Merricks is a daughter of Kent M.
Chesney, who came to Knox County in 1836, and
After his marriage
died in Topeka, Kansas.
Mr. Merricks settled in Abingdon and from
there managed his farm for many years. He
was the first City Marshal of Abingdon, and is
now serving his tenth term as Alderman of
the Fourth Ward, his election having met with
He was Collector for
very little opposition.
some years. Mr. Merricks is a Christian in
religion. In politics, he is a republican.

MOSSBR, CORLISS GLENN; Merchant and
Banker; Abingdon; born in Abingdon February
Mr.
24, 1870; educated in Hedding College.
Mosser's parents are John Mosser, a prominent
merchant and banker of Abingdon, and Sarah
J. (Carroll), daughter of William and Sarah
Carroll. January 14, 1896, at Grand Ridge, La
Salle County, Illinois, Mr. Mosser married Elizabeth Snedaker. Mr. Mosser was for two years,
1896 and 1897, Mayor of Abingdon, and is now
President of the Library Board.
MOSSER, JOHN; Merchant and Banker;
Abingdon; born January 1, 1832, in Preston
County, West Virginia. His father, also John
Mosser, was born in Maryland, and his mother,
Susan (Frankhauser), was a native of Virginia; both parents were of German descent.
The paternal grandparents settled in Maryland,
where they

died.

Mr. Mosser's

first

wife was

Mary, daughter of William and Sarah Carroll,
who was born in Fayette County, Pennsylvania.
The marriage took place in McDonough County,
SamIllinois, in 1860; they had two children:
uel T.; and Ida L., wife of J. W. Reed, a druggist in Quincy, Illinois. Mrs. Mosser died October 21, 1866. Mr. Mosser was married to Sarah
Carroll, sister of his first wife, November
1867; three children were born to them:
Corliss G., Stacy C. and Lloyd L. The Carrolls
were an old and prominent family in Fayette

J.

24,

Stacy C. Mosser is a
County, Pennsylvania.
graduate of the University of Chicago, class of
'97, and is now a reporter for the Chicago TimesHerald. John Mosser was reared to manhood
in the old Virginia homestead, the only one of
six sons who remained with the parents until
reaching majority, and he left home without a
dollar, but with the conviction that he had
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duty.
He found employment at
$13.00 per montli. the largest wages paid in
that locality, the lact causing considerable talk
in the neighborhood. In 1S55, he came to Illinois and settled in McDonough County, where
he followed the blacksmith trade with his
After a partnership of nine
brother Jacob.
years, they started a general store in Abing-

done his

filial

don, February, 1864, which John Mosser and a
third partner, John Reed, conducted eleven
years, Jacob Mosser remaining a partner only
The business is now devoted exfive years.
clusively to dry goods, and boots and shoes,
under the firm name of John Mosser and Son;
they also conduct a private bank. Mr. Mosser
owns a fine farm of two hundred and forty
acres in Cedar Township, and a quarter section
of land in Coffee County, Kansas. He owns the
Post Office building in Abingdon, and the buildings where his dry goods and banking business
He is a member of the I. O. of
is conducted.
In politics, he
O. F. and of the A. 0. U. W.
was formerly a democrat, but is now a prohiHe was Mayor of the city of Abingbitionist.
don four terms, and Supervisor two terms. Mr.
Mosser is the oldest merchant in Abingdon, and
one of the most respected citizens.

MOSSER, SAMUEL THEODORE; Merchant
and Manufacturer; Abingdon; born November
1861, in Industry, Illinois; educated in the
public schools of Abingdon and in Hedding Col2,

lege, graduating in 1884. His father, John Mosser, is a prominent merchant and banker of
Abingdon, and his mother was Mary (Carroll)
Mosser, who died October 21, 1866. Samuel T.
Mosser had, during the time of his education,
assisted his father in the dry goods business,
and in 1885, he became a partner and its suc-

manager, materially increasing
the business during a period of seven years. In
August, 1889, in company with J. W. Cox and
J. W. McCown, he organized the Globe Manufacturing Company, for the manufacture of
workingmen's clothing, the first manufacturing industry in the city, which proved a boon to
Abingdon. They rented an old building and
started ten machines, and engaged a flrst-class
cutter. Their business was successful from the
start, and increased rapidly, and the following
year, 1S90, a two-story building was erected,
one hundred feet long by forty feet wide, which
was occupied in July. Later, an addition, fifty
feet by forty, was added, and in this large
building one hundred machines are operated,
employing one hundred and twenty-five people
In this establisnment,
throughout the year.
good wages are paid, better than in most simiJanuary 1, 1892.
lar concerns in the State.
Of
J. W. McCown retired from the business.
this business, unique in the county, if not in
the State, Mr. Mosser is the practical manager, while Mr. Cox travels on. the road as one
of salesmen. January 26. 1887, Mr. Mosser married Kate E. Newell, daughter of Thomas Newell, president of the First National Bank of
Abingdon; one daughter was born to them:
Leigh Marie Mosser, born February 14. 1893,
died January 27, 1899. Mr. Mosser was Secrecessful general

UNT

Y.

tary and Treasurer of the Building Committee
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, whose house
of worship would be a credit to a much larger
It was he who induced
city than Abingdon.
the people to adopt stone as a material, and
the present magnificent proportions of the ediHe raised a
fice are largely due to his energy.
subscription of $2,000.00 for the organ, and he
has led the choir for fifteen years. Mr. Mosser
has proved a useful citizen in many ways, and
IS held in high esteem in the community.

RICHEY, JAMES; Mayor

of Abingdon; born
22, 1842, in Ireland; educated in AbingHis parents were William and Jane
(Scott) Richey of Ireland. The family on both
sides are of Scotch descent.
Mr. Richey was
married to Sarelda Haney, in Abingdon, in 1871.
Their children are, K. M. Buttler, and Haney.
Mr. Richey came with his parents from Columbiana County, Ohio, in 1853, and settled in
Abingdon, where his father died July 6, 1876,
His father was a demat the age of sixty-five.
ocrat; he was successful in business and well
known in the county; his wife died September
28, 1899; eight of their children reached maturity. James Richey is a republican.
He was
City Marshal in Abingdon for nine years, and
then went to Galesburg, where he was Deputy
Sheriff for eight years; he was Sheriff of the
county four years and Chief of Police in Galesburg for one year. He returned to Abingdon,
and served three years as City Marshal, and is
now Mayor of the city, having been elected in

January
don.

April. 1899.

He

is

also Deputy Sheriff of

Knox

County. He has a good farm of one hundred
and eighty-nine acres. Mr. Richey is a member of I. 0. 0. F. He has always been faithful
and cheerful in the discharge of duty. He is a
Methodist.

SAMPSON,

EDWARD

M.;

Indian

Point

Township; Justice of the Peace; born February
10, 1855, in Scott County, Indiana; educated at
Alpha, Indiana. His father, Isaac Sampson, was
born in Montgomery, Kentucky; his mother,
Catherine (Young), was born in Hamilton
County, Ohio. His paternal grandparents. Benjamin and Sai-ah (Charles) Sampson, were natives of Virginia; his paternal great-grandfather, John Sampson, was a native of New
York, and his paternal great-grandmother,

Betsy (Epperson), was born in Wales. His maternal grandfather. Abner Young, was born in
New York, and his maternal grandmother, Jane
(Wallsmith). in Ohio; his maternal greatgrandparents, Jacob and Julia (Long) Young,
were natives of Germany. January 25, 1875, Mr.
Sampson was married to Mary C. Day in Monmouth. Illinois. They have two children, Cora
E.. who married J. W. Onan, and John.
Mr.
and Mrs. Onan have one daughter, Gladys,
Mr. Sampson is a democrat, and has been
School Trustee and Director in Indian Point
Township. In April. 1893, he was elected Justice of the Peace and served two terms.
He is
chairman of the Township Democratic Committee. Mr. Sampson has stiidied law and medicine.
In religion, he is a Christian.
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SHUMAKER, JOHN

Retired Farmer; Indian Point Township; born July 5, 1S14, in
Franklin County, Ohio; educated in the common schools. His parents were Abraham and
September
Elizabeth (Swisher) Shumaker.
B.;

21, 1847, he married Sophia Rager in Franklin
County, Ohio; four childi-en were born to them:
Sarah E., Jeremiah, Mahala Jane, and Sophia.
Mr. Shumaker came from Ohio in 1843 and settled near Maquon.
In 1844, he bought land in
Indian Point Township, and was a farmer there
until his wife died in 1878, since which time he
has lived with his daughter, Mahala Jane, who
married Robert L., son of John Shumaker. Mrs.
Shumaker has two sons; Emory O. and Ray
C. The latter is a farmer. Jeremiah is a miller
in Abingdon; Sarah married James Bellwood,
and has one son, Edward. Mr. Shumaker is a

republican.
He was Highway Commissioner
about three years, and was for several years
School Director. He has always been a prominent man. In religion, he is a Methodist.

SWARTS, ABRAHAM
don,
1783.

D.; was born at AbingHarford County, Maryland, April 20,
He married Ann B. Carroll, of Bal-

the
timore,
name of whose family is
indissolubly connected with the State's history.
Soon after their marriage, the newly wedded
pair turned their faces toward the West, their
objective point being the fertile, sun-kissed
prairies of Illinois.
He was among the early
pioneers of Knox County, on whose history
he has left the ineffable impress of his own untiring efforts and indomitable energy. He had
a deep and abiding faith in the almost illimitable possibilities of the young State, and believed that it extended the brightest hope to the

His nature was kindly and
generous, and his instincts philanthropic. He
genuinely appreciated the value of higher education, although his own early schooling had
been of a rather meager sort.
(See City of
Abingdon.) His original plan was to found a
college near the site of his home, and his
wishes were carried out by his heirs. From the

agriculturalist.

institution founded through their efforts and
liberal aid, hundreds of young people, of both
sexes, have gone forth, valiantly to fight life's
battle and to conquer success.
(For Mr.
Swarts' connection with the platting, founding
and growth of Abingdon the reader is referred
to that caption.)
He died March 20, 1854, at
the age of seventy-one years. He had lived
to see the fruits of his earthly toil garnered into
an abundant harvest, and he entered rest as
"One who wraps the drapery of his couch

around him,

And

lays

him down

WARD, ROSCOE
Township; born

to pleasant dreams."
E.; Farmer; Indian Point

Marietta, Ohio, March 12,
educated in the common schools and in
Illinois University.
He is a son of Dr. George
A. Ward, and a grandson of Walter Ward of
Philipston, Massachusetts.
Mr. R. E. Ward
came to Illinois in 1863, and settled in Henderson County, where he was interested in, school
affairs, having been a teacher in the public
schools. In 1895, he came to Abingdon, to be
1S55;

in

nearer good schools, and bought a fine farm.
He is one of the leading farmers of Indian
In 1898, he was made Trustee
Hedding College. In 1878, Mr. Ward was
married in Lawrence County, Ohio, to Jessie F.
Miller; they have four children:
Alice N.,
George M., Elbert W., Roscoe S. In religion,
Mr. Ward is a Methodist. He is a republican.

Point Township.
of

INDIAN POINT TOWNSHIP.
By M. B. Hardin.
Probably the first white man to visit Indian
Point Township with a view to making his
home within its boundaries was Azel Dossey,
who entered it from Cedar in 1829, but remained only a few years. The first permanent
settlement was made five years later, by John
C. Latimer, who, in 1834, emigrated from
Tennessee with his family. About the same
time John H. Lomax came from Kentucky and
settled in Section 7, and Stephen Howard, of
the same State, who, with his family, settled
on Section 6, putting up the first log cabin on
The next arrivals were in the
that section.
following year (1835), when John Howard,
and
Alexander
Isaac
Latimer and John Crawford pre-empted claims on Section 16.
Mr.
Crawford was a minister of the Cumberland
Presbyterian church.
Two years later Alexander Latimer sold his claim to Daniel Meek,

and removed to Cedar. With Mr. Meek came
John Killiam, who settled on Sections 15 and
22.
Henry D. Russell emigrated from Virginia at about the same time, and entered a
claim in Section 24, where he lived for more
than a quarter of a century, erecting the first
brick house in the township in 1844. He was a
thorough farmer, and his farm was one of the
Early in the sixties he
finest in the county.
sold it to James R. Johnston, removing to
Abingdon, and later to Kansas. Others followed, and the population of the new settlement began to grow apace. Merriweather
Brown made his clearing in Section 7, and
Bartlett Boydstrom on Section 17. Mr. Brown
became a prominent citizen, and was at one
time County Commissioner; and Mr. Boydstrom's son, William A., is superintendent of
the building and bridge department of the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad Company, at Galesburg. In 1837, John Howard disposed of his claim to John Davidge, who had
moved into the township from Woodford

County.

—

those who at this period and for
years afterward— were reckoned leading

Among
many
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men, may be mentioned Daniel Jleelc, to wliom
reference has been already made.
He was an
extensive breeder of fine live stock, and took
a lively interest in public affairs. At different

The highest point of elevation is on Mount
Hope farm, owned by R. E. Ward, from which

times he held the offices of Justice of the Peace,
Supervisor and County Commissioner.

Point, part of Cedar and Orange and all or
Chestnut Hill townships. A noteworthy fea-

It is of interest to recall the names of these
early pioneers and to bring to mind the memory of their stalwart virtues and their power

ture of the agricultural interests at the present time is that nearly, if not quite, one-third

of hardy endurance, but the imperative necessity for the curtailment of space forbids

more

than a passing mention of many whose names
are as a household word in the township. John
Shumaker, Sr., settled on Section 12, in 1837.

He was

the father of a large family, of

whom

one son, James,

lives in the same locality at
the present time.
Charles Fielder settled in
the southern part of the township in 1838; and

John Vertrees and William Stewart in 1839.
That same year, arrived Timothy and Julius
Shay, who moved from Section 6 to Section 28
in 1844.
George Hunt came in 1840; John
Crowell in 1841; George Bowden, who settled
in Section 14, in 1843; William Crawford, in
1844; and Charles Smith, who settled in Section
24, in 1846.
Among others who came in the
late forties and early fifties were Seth Bellwood, John Cnristopher, Silas Roe, Jacob Miller, Hugh Lowrey and George Cox. John Brown

came

in

himself,

daughter,

1853.

He has

became

who

is

three sons, who, like
prosperous farmers, and a

the wife of

J.

Warren Daw-

ley.

The early

encountered no Indians,
although traces of aboriginal occupation were
plainly discernible on every side. They found
remains of the wigwams of the red men, together with innumerable flints, arrow and spear
heads, axes and other implements of domestic
or warlike use among savage tribes.
It was
the abundance of these relics that gave the
locality its name
"Indian Point". Comparatively little timber was found by the pioneers,
settlers

—

and

this

gr?w

chiefly

in Sections

31

and

36,

along the borders of Indian and Cedar creeks
and of the small streams which were their tributaries. They did, however, find well watered,
rolling prairies, with rich, arable soil, of dark
color, which held out promises which both the
past and present have richly fulfilled. Today
Indian Point is one of the most fertile and
highly cultivated townships in the county. Its
fertility may be ascribed to Nature and to Nature's God; its cultivation is due to the patient
toil and resolute perseverance of its citizens.

may
to

be obtained a view extending twelve miles
commanding most of Indian

the east and

farms are leased to tenants, the owners
having either retired from active pursuits or
taken up a residence where better educational
advantages are obtainable for their children.
Most of the farmers are engaged in the raising of cereals and the propagation and marketof the

Among those who stand forein these lines may be named W. W. Byram, Robert Byram, J. W. Dawley, J. Warren
Dawley, Robert Smith, James Bowton, George
and Thomas Brown, William Cable, Frank Hall,
A fine breed of
T. H. Roe and Mr. Johnson.
short-horn cattle is extensively raised and sold
by J. W. Dawley and Son, on whose stock farm
is also raised a large number of colts of Norman
blood.
W. W. and Robert Byram also deal
largely in choice colts of this breed, raised by
themselves. The breeding of fine Poland-China
hogs is a feature on the farms of Indian Point.
This is made a specialty by J. W. Lomax, J.
L. Cashman and Charles and Robert Shumaker.
The first birth in the township was a girlbaby, born to John H. and Nancy Lomax, in
1835; the second was also a daughter, sent to
John C. and Nancy Latimer, the birthdays of
the two children being not far apart.
The
first marriage was that of William Ogden to
Damantha Roberts, which was solemnized October 19. 1837, by Justice John Terry, of Chestnut Township. The first death to occur was
that of Mr. Hubbard, who had settled in Secing of live stock.

most

1838.
He died there, and his was
interment in Indian Point cemetery.

tion 16 in

the

first

The

first

public Protestant religious services

held in the township, of which any record has
been preserved, were conducted by Rev. John
Crawford, a Cumberland Presbyterian clergyman, who has been already named as one of
the earliest settlers.
They were held at the
house of John Howard. In 1848 the first church
organization (and the oinly one ever formed out-

Abingdon and St. Augustine) was effectunder the guidance of Rev. Mr. William?,
denomination, at
the "Valley School House". The body disbanded in 1858. Subsequently the Methodist Epis-

side of
ed,

of the Methodist Protestant
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copal church organized a "class," but

it

did not

long continue in existence. A Roman Catholic
mission was established at the present site of
St. Augustine at a comparatively early date.
A
It was visited by Father St. Cyrid in 1837.
building was erected, and dedicated by Rt. Rev.

Bishop Kendrick, of St. Louis, in 1843. Twenty
The
years later a new structure was built.
present value of the church's holdings of real
estate is ten thousand dollars, the property being free of debt.
The first school was opened in the Winter of
1837-8, its teacher being Dennis Clark, who, together with Jonathan Latimer, broke the first
ground on the prairie in Section 6, in 1835. Mr.
Clark was afterwards elevated to the bench,
and is still living in the township. At that
time the school district embraced all of Indian
Point, together with a part of Warren County,
and the original school house was constructed,
after a solid fashion, of logs,

Section

The

16.

first

and located

ever,

is

Lucas, who has attained the
of ninety-six years, and

Marsham

extraordinary

age

whose remarkable strength gives promise

The population

of the township, as

hundred and

forty-six,

at

seven,

thousand

dollars,

—

isfactory.

up (and the

principal ones today) were and are Abingdon,
south.

A

line,

and

St.

Augustine, in the

description of the latter

— somewhat

in detail— is given in a succeeding paragraph.
Of the old time settlers of the township, but

one

Is

ingdon.

left

— Judge

Dennis Clark, of South Ab-

The most venerable

inhabitant,

figures

in

each of which

AUGUSTINE.

ST.

The

site

of

Augustine, Fulton County,
was first occupied

St.

born in Maryland, in

villages to spring

The

the school terms extend over eight months.

H. Ritchey, Assessor; Jefferson M. Dawley,
Collector; and Henry Ground and Charles Williams, Justices of the Peace.
At present (1899) the township Is crossed by
two railroads, the Chicago, Burlington and
Quincy and the Central Iowa, affording easy
access for crops and stocks to all the great
markets of the Northwest and Southwest. In
earlier days, Copperas Creek and Peoria, op
the Illinois, Oquawka, on the Mississippi, ana
Chicago divided the trade. An illustration of
commercial methods before the advent of railways may be of interest. William Stewart and
Daniel Meek hauled the first load of wheat to
Chicago. They sold it for twenty-five cents a
bushel; bought salt with the proceeds; carted
the salt back to Indian Point, and disposed ol
It at a profit which they considered amply sat-

two

1890.

in

winter's roll contained

S.

first

in

given during the intermediate decades were:
1860, eleven hundred and ninety-five; in 1870,
eighteen hundred and fifty-four; in 1880, seventeen hundred and twenty-five. At present (1899)
it is estimated at eleven hundred, exclusive of
Abingdon and St. Augustine.
Outside of these towns there are six school
houses (five frame and one of brick), valued

known

The

shown by

the United States census returns, Increased from
two hundred and eighteen, in 1840, to nineteen

the names of thirty pupils.
Township organization was effected on April
at a meeting at which Samuel H.
5, 1853,
Ritchey was Moderator and Thomas A. BaldThe first officers elected were:
win Clerk.
Daniel Meek, Supervisor; Dennis Clark, Clerk;

on the northern

of his

rounding out a century.

how-

as old St. Augustine,

by Osten Mattingly and Samuel Smith,

in 1835.

They named the settlement

after St. Augustine,
Mr. Smith returned to
and Henry Mattingly ar-

the apostle of Africa.

Kentucky

in

1837,

rived about the
later.

same

They came

time.

1797,

The

latter

was

and Osten one year
from Kentucky,

to Illinois

where their parents had settled. The brothers
formed a partnership and opened a store, and
it was not long before a thriving settlement
sprang up. When the Chicago, Burlington and
Quincy Railroad was built, the company found
a side track could not be built nearer the village than the site of the present aepot. Consequently, business soon drifted away from the
old town. In 1854, the original village of what,
not improperly, may be called new St. Augustine was laid out, and a survey made by E. T.
Byram in 1856. Mattingly's first addition was
made in 1S5T. The site is one-half mile north
of the old village, in Section 32, of Indian Point.
The place contains four general stores, con-

ducted by enterprising business men, and two
churches. Catholic and Christian.
April 29, 1897, a disastrous fire destroyed
about two-thirds of the business portion of the
But the inhabitants are industrious
village.
and progressive, and probably the loss will
The present population is
soon be repaired.
about three hundred. In 1880 it was two hundred and eighty-nine; in 1890, two hundred and
fifty-five.

ji^^^a-U^n^
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The

St.

men was

Camp

Augustine

organized September

members.
The
James Tamney. V. C; M.
sixteen

H. V. Harrod, E. B.;

J.

present membership

is

officers are:
bitt,

W.

Modern Wood-

of

W.

first
J.

24.

1S9G,

officers

Babbitt,

with
were:

W.

Declver. Clerlv.

A.;

The

twenty-eight, and the

James Tamney, V. C; M.

A.; G. H. Babbitt, E. B.;

BabH. V. Harrod,
J.

JOHN BROWN.
John Brown, son of George and Martha (Hop
Brown, was born in Clermont County,

ivins)

Ohio, Feb'ruary 26, 1S25. His paternal ancestry
is Welsh, his great-grandfather, Joseph Brown
having come from Wales when a young man
in time to carry a musket with the Continental
Army in the War for Independence. The mus
ket is now a cherished lieirloom of his descend
ants.
After the war. Joseph Brown settled in
Kentucky, and was one of the pioneers engaged
in constructing the Fort Laramie military road
through that State into Ohio. In 1880, his son.
whose name was Joseph, moved his family
across the Ohio River on a raft, and took a
farm in Clermont County, adjoining the old
I-"ort Denison tract, an important military center during the Civil War.
His wife was Mary
(Parks) Brown, also of Kentucky. There were
thirteen children, of whom two still survive.
George Brown, the father of John Brown, was
born in 1800. just before the removal of tlie
family to Ohio. His wife was Martha (Hopkins) Brown. They had nine children.
John Brown was born on the old homestead,
and received his education in the common
schools.
For seven years he served in the
State militia, a member of the Newberry Company, First Ohio Regiment. May 1, 1849, Mr.
Brown was married to Eliza Ann Cox, daughter of James and Anna (South) Cox, residents
of Ohio.
Four years later, in 1853, Mr. and
Mrs. Brown came to Illinois and settled in Indian Point Township, where Mr. Brown engaged in farming. He afterwards bought land
on Section 15, where he now resides. He gradually added to his farm until eventually he was
the owner of six hundred and forty acres, the
greater portion of which he divided among
his children. Mr. Brown is a prominent farmer
and stockman. He belongs to the denomination called Christian. In politics he is a democrat.
He never had a lawsuit, nor was he ever
summoned as a witness on a case. Mr. and
Mrs. Brown celebrated their golden wedding
1,

1899.

John W.; George;
Thomas S.; James William; and Ann, wife of
Three of the sons are farmJ. Warren Dowdy.
ers in Indian Point Township.
There are

five children:

BROWN, GEORGE

Farmer;
Indian
M.:
Point Township; born in Clinton County, Ohio,
September 28, 1855; educated in the common
schools.

Virginia.

S. Smith, was born in Virginia, and his paternal
grandfather, George Brown, in Kentucky. June
5, 1879, in Abingdon, Mr. Brown was married
to Phoebe Swegle. Three of their children are
living, Alta, Roland, and Mary; one son, Herbert, died in infancy. Mrs. Brown is the daughter of Lafayette Swegle, a farmer who came
from New Jersey at an early day. In 1S6G, Mr.

Brown came from Ohio with his father. He
was a farmer and died in 1888, leaving four

Clerli.

May

935

Mary (Smith) was born
His maternal grandfather, John

Ohio; his mother,

in
in

His father, William Brown, was born

John, Harvey, Robert, and George M.
George M. left the old homestead in 1895, and
bought the farm where his wife was born. In

sons:

religion. Mr.

he

is

Brown

is

a Christian.

In politics,

a democrat.

DAWDY, WARREN;

Farmer; Indian Point
Township, where he was born September 29,
1847; educated in the common schools.
His
parents, John and Tabitha (Boydstun) Dawdy,
were natives of Kentucky. His paternal grandfather was James Dawdy. John Dawdy came
to Illinois and settled in Wood County in 1826.
Later, in 1836, he came to Knox County, and
died in Indian Point Township in 1875. February 1, 1872, Warren Dawdy. was married to
Anna Brown in Indian Point Township. They
have had two children: Clara, now Mrs. Robinson; and Minnie. The same year, Mr. Dawdy
settled on the farm where he now lives. He is
one of the prominent farmers of the county.
In politics, he

is

a democrat.

GRAHAM, BENJAMIN F.; Farmer; Indian
Point Township; born in 1865, in Clinton
County, Ohio; educated in Bartlett's Commercial College, Cincinnati, Ohio.
His parents,
Samuel and Margaret (Hunter) Graham, were
natives of Ohio; his paternal grandfather, Jonathan Graham, was born in Maryland.
His
maternal grandfather and great-grandfather
were named Benjamin; the

latter

came from

Ireland.
October 23, 1894, Mr. Graham was
married in Indian Point Township to Bell
Myres. Mrs. Graham is a daughter of Stephen
Myres, one of the early settlers of Indian Point,
who died May 7. 1895, leaving one son, Harry,
and four daughters: Bell, Emma, Lena and
Nellie.
Mr. Graham came to Indian Point
Township in 1889, and began clerking in a
store in Hermon. Later he clerked for Mosser
and Son in Abingdon, but in 1895, settled on
the Myres homestead, where he is a farmer and
stockman. In politics, Mr. Graham is a republican.

HARDIN, MILTON BAXTER; Farmer;

In-

dian Point Township; born July 12, 1829, in
Clermont County, Ohio, where he was educated.
His parents, John and Mary (Dole) Hardin,
and his paternal grandparents, Peter and Elizabeth (Rowan Hardin, were born in New Jersey, as were his maternal grandparents, Joseph and Rebecca Dole. Mr. Hardin was married in Fulton County, Illinois. January 28,
1864. to Ada C. Parker, daughter of Payton
and Laney (McArthur), of Virginia, and Ohio,
I
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respectively.
Their children are: Hattie, wife
of Eddy Cable of Kewanee, Illinois; and King
Milton.
They are graduates of Hedding College, Abingdon.
Mrs. Cable has two children:
Mildred and Merwin H. In ISol, at the age
of twenty-two, Mr. Hardin came to Illinois and
in 1S54 settled in Warren County. He clerked
in a store in Abingdon for his brother, B. S.
Hardin, for a year, and then engaged in the
grain, lumber, and live stock business until
1864, when he bought a farm of one hundred
and sixty acres near Abingdon, to which he
has added until he now owns two hundred and
sixty acres of land.
He is a prosperous and
successful farmer.
Mr. Hardin is a member
of the I. 0. O. F. and has filled all the offices
of that lodge.
In politics, he is a republican,
and has been School Director, Assessor, and
Supervisor from 1881 to 1884.

JOHN, ELISHA; Farmer;
Township; born November 24,

Indian Point
1832, in Clinton
County, Ohio; educated in the common schools.
His father, also Elisha John, was a native of
Tennessee; his mother, Elizabeth (Brown), was
born in Virginia.
His paternal grandfather,
Ebenezer John, was a native of Wales; his maternal grandfather, Christopher Brown, came
from Germany. In 1853, in Ohio, he married
Rachel Lewis; they had four children: Mandaville, Mary E., Edwin, and Samuel.
Mrs. John
was a daughter of George W. Lewis, who came
to Illinois about 1829 and first settled near Danville; in 1858, he came to Knox County, and
later moved to Missouri, where he died.
Mr.
John came from Ohio to Indian Point Township
in 1856, and bought a small farm.
In 1862. he
enlisted in Company K, Seventh Illinois Cavalry, and served until 1865.
He was in many
hard battles, and was wounded February 22,
1863.
He has been a very successful farmer
and stockman, and owns five hundred and forty
acres of land. He has given each of his sons a
good farm. Mr. John is a republican in politics, and always takes a keen interest in public
affairs.
In religion, he is a Christian.

JOHNSON, OLOF G.; Farmer; Indian Point
Township; born September 21, 1842, in Sweden,
where he received his education and learned
the shoemaker's trade.
His father, Gilbert
Johnson, was born in Sweden in 1801. In 1865,
Olof G. Johnson came from Sweden and began
to work by the month in Abingdon; he later
worked at his trade for five years. In 1873, he
began farming, and in 1888, bought his present
farm, to which he has added until he now owns
two hundred acres of fine land. He is one of
the successful farmers of his section of the
county.
February 5, 1872, Mr. Johnson was
married in Knoxville to Ingrid Swanson; they
have three children: Grant 0., Kirk M. and
Victor L. In religion, Mr. Johnson is a Protestant.
He is a republican.

McELREA, WILLIAM C; Farmer, and former merchant; Indian Point Township; born
February
schools.

10, 1839; educated in the common
His father was born in Ireland and

mother in Pennsylvania. In 1846, Mr. McElrea came to Indian Point Township with his
father, and, after farming some years, engaged
in the mercantile business at St. Augustine for
nineteen years. He then conducted a store in
his

Hermon, and in 1887, went to London Mills,
where ho was a merchant tor eleven years. In
1898, he returned to the homestead where he is
now a farmer. Mr. McElrea has been married
his
three times;
present wife was Lottie
(Pierce), whom he married in 1891. By a former marriage he has one daughter, Emma,
who is now Mrs. Frank Shover. In religion,

Mr. McElrea

is

a Methodist.

In politics, he

is

a

republican.

ROE,

TRUMAN

H.;

born in Norwich, Che-

nango County, New York, May 19, 1839; educated in the common schools; Farmer; Indian
Township.
In 1842, Mr. Roe came to
Knox County with his father, Silas Roe, and
settled in Indian Point on Section 21, where his

Point

father died in 1865, leaving four sons: Silas,
Daniel, Eli and Truman H. Truman H. Roe enlisted in 1861 in Company B, First Illinois,
and served until 1862, then returned and in 1864
settled on Section 20.
He was married September 22, 1864, in Galesburg, to Lucinda Stephens. Mr. and Mrs. Roe have three sons and
two daughters: Oliver, Charles M., Perry, Eva,
and Delia. Mr. Roe is a republican, and was
for several years a member of the Central

For many years he was School
Committee.
Director, and has oeen Road Commissioner. In
religion, he is a Christian.

SHUMAKER, JAMES; Farmer; Indian Point
Township; born in Jackson County, Ohio, December 30, 1821; educated in the common
schools.
He
father, John

came to Indian Point with his
Shumaker, in 1837, and the fam
ily has been one of the most prominent and
successful of that locality.
In 1848, Mr. Shumaker married Mary A. Lowrey; they have
Charles, who married Elinor,
three children:
daughter of Samuel Davis; William, who married Hattie, daughter of Dr. Reece; and Leonard, who married Clara Moss. Charles has one
son, James H.
Leonard has one son, Clarence C.

STEGALL, MILTON; Farmer;
Township;

born

in

May

Cedar

Indian Point

Township,

Knox

educated in the
common schools. His parents were Frederick
and Lovina (Marks) Stegall; the former came

County,

Illinois,

Knox County
Township about

21, 1851;

in 1836 and settled in Cedar
1840, and died there in OctoThere were four children: Milton,
His paternal
Elery, Sarah A. and Emma J.
grandfather was also Frederick Stegall. November 27, 1879, Mr. Stegall was married to
Amanda Fernow in Knoxville. They have two
children: Asa and Emery. After his marriage
Mr. Stegall began farming in Cedar Township,
and in 1887, he bought a farm in Indian Point
Township, where he now lives. In politics, Mr.
to

ber, 1896.

Stegall

is

a democrat.

KXOX COUNTY.
CHESTMT

TOWNSHIl'.

By H. M.

Reece.

!):37

soon after settling on Section 33, removed to Section 19, where, in 1842, he platted
Long,

of Chestnut is much broken, and
frequently described as being one of the
"rough" townships of the county. The fact is
probably attributable to the number of small

the village of Hermon.
He was a local Methodist preacher, and soon
after his arrival at his new home he organized
a Methodist class, which met regularly at his

streams which flow through

house for many years. Ot this devoted band
only one is yet living Mrs. Sally Shafer. The
history of the growth of the Methodist Church
in Chestnut as well as that of other denominations may be found on one ot the succeed-

The surface

it is

it, watering it well.
The chief of these are the Spoon River, Haw
and Brush creeks, and a large creek not named

—

—a

south of Hermon. The soil is fertile
and the land (very nearly one-half of which
was originally covered with timber) is generally
little

well cleared.

The township lies in the southern part ot
Knox, on the boundary line of Fulton County.
the Fulton
It is crossed by two railroads;
County narrow gauge line passes through it
on a very nearly central north and south line,
while the Iowa Central crosses its southwestern
corner.

The earliest settler was Anson Dolph, who
came from Kentucky in 1S33. He raised a crop
of wheat that year on Section 17, and in 1834
came as a permanent settler. In the year last
named came also John Terry, from Virginia,
who settled on Section 16 and became the first

He enjoyed the distinchaving performed the first marriage
ceremony in the township, the contracting parties being a Mr. Gay and a Miss Cope, whose
wish for a legal union was sufficiently strong
to induce them to ride a long distance on a
single horse. Those early marriages often presented romantic features wholly wanting in
the fashionable weddings of these days of purer
To illusrefinement and higher civilization.
trate:
One of the marriages solemnized by
'Squire Terry was that of a couple who stood
on one bank of the Spoon River, while he pronounced the fateful words on the other, the
stream being too swollen to permit either party
to cross to the opposite bank. Mr. Terry afterward engaged in trade, and amassed what, in
those timis, was regarded as an independent
Justice of the Peace.
tion ot

fortune.

Robert Leigh and Archibald Long
came from Ohio and settled on Section 33,
where Mr. Leigh remained until his death.
Soon after his arrival he commenced raising
hemp. aBd. there being no market for the raw
product, he constructed a factory of a rude description, where he manufactured his own and
For a
his neighbors' hemp crops into rope.
time the industry proved very profitable; and
Mr.
fortune.
comfortable
a
he, too, amassed
In

1836,

—

—

—

ing pages.

Among

the early settlers should be also mentioned O. P. Barton. He was famous in those
times as a pedestrian, and gave repeated evidence ot his prowess and power of endurance
Once, starting
in this description of exercise.
on foot at the same time with several horsemen for the land office at Quincy, one hundred
miles distant, he outstripped them all, securing
the prize offered to the winner ot the race,
of forty acres of government

which consisted
land in Section

17.

Another pioneer was Haras a marksman and

mon Way, who was famous
hunter.

The first house was built of logs by Mr.
Dolph on Section 17, in 1833. The first brick
house was that of Robert Leigh, erected about
The first road was the old State road,
1845.
from Peoria to Oquawka, which ran diagonally
through the township from southeast to northIts course, however,
has been since
changed, so that it now follows section lines.
The first bridge was built about 184G, at the
point where the old road crosses Spoon River.
It was a very cumbersome, wooden affair, which
was carried away and demolished by a flood in

west.

1SS5.

The

first

birth

was

a

daughter to Mr. and
first death was that

Mrs. Shaver, in 1S35. The
of Jacob Harford, in 1836.

The first graveyard was on Section 33, and
was established by Robert Leigh, soon after
he settled on the section. It is not now used
as a burial spot, although the few graves there
are well cared for by his son Benjamin, who is
Two
a prominent citizen of the township.
other cemeteries have been laid out. as follows:
One on Section 19, near the Methodibt
Church, by Archibald Long, which has been
several times enlarged; the other, in 1863, by
the trustees of the Christian Church, near their
house of worship on Section 18.
The first school house, after the fashion of
those early days, was built of logs, and was
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exceedingly rude, as regarded both its exterior
and interior. It was put up in 1836, and some
years afterward was replaced by a frame building, which, after undergoing many alterations,
is still used as the school house of District
No. 3. Two years later (1838) the second school
house, likewise of logs, was built on Section
28.
It disappeared long ago, and the site is
now occupied by the church of the United
Brethren. The first school teacher to exercise
his vocation was Mr. Haskins, who taught in
what is now District No. 3. At present the
township has eight schools, none of them
graded, occupying buildings valued at six
thousand, five hundred dollars. The aggregate
attendance is two hundred and forty-three, out
of a total population of three hundred and
eighty-six minors.

The

first mill was built by Mr. Howard on
Creek, about 1845. It was designed both
sawing lumber and grinding corn, but was
only used a few years and has long since
been only a memory. There was also a saw
mill on Litler's Creek, on Section 25, about the
same time, which has shared the same fate.
Early in the forties, Mr. Parker manufactured brick on Section 23, for several years.
The first store was kept by John Terry on
Section 16, and its stock was very limited. A
Mr. Moor early established another on Section
15, but it proved unsuccessful, and he soon
abandoned the enterprise.
One of the earliest taverns was kept by Jonathan Potts, on Section 22, on the old State

Haw
for

organization of the township, the reader
ferred to the article
in Part

is re-

on "County Government,"

I.

Justices of the Peace since the first elected
have been Owen Betterton, Hiram Culver, Walter Bond, Samuel Jamison, Henry Bond, George
Haver, Marion Dyer, T. J. Routh, Clayton
Trumbeel, J. W. Ogden, and John E. Davis and
Lee Lucas, the present dispensers of justice for

the township.

There

is

but one village in Chestnut, original-

ly called Harrisonville, but

mon; a somewhat

now known

as Her-

detailed description of which

is given in a succeeding paragraph.
A village
was laid out in Section 23, in 1852, by Andrew
It was situated on the right bank
J. Parker.
of the Spoon, near where the present bridge
crosses that stream.
It never grew, and the
plat was vacated by the legislature in 1869.
Four denominations have churches in the
township, the Methodist Episcopal, Christian,
United Brethren, and Baptist.
The first of
these, in order in time, was the Methodist.
Reference has been already made to the class
established by Mr. Archibald Long, an early

—

and local preacher. Through his efforts
a modest church building was erected in 1842,
and eight years later the congregation built
their present commodious house of worship.
settler

Its original membership was thirty, and this
has been increased to eighty.
Rev. W. S.
Welsh, a minister noted for piety and eloquence, is the present pastor, and Rev. G. W.

Shafer

is

class leader.

road.

The first physician was Dr. Porter, who
came in 1838 and remained but a short time.
He was succeeded by Dr. Morris, and he, in
turn, by Dr. Wilson. At present the health of
the town is looked after by Drs. McMaster and

The Baptist Society was organized early in
the forties, by Elders A. Gogorth and C. Humphrey, and for a while numbered about forty.
Of late years it has lost through deaths and
removals, until only a few remain. They nev-

Browning.

ertheless

The first settlers of the township were compelled to depend on Troy, in Fulton County,
and on Knoxville, then the county

seat,

for

postal facilities;

but in 1848 a postoflSce was
Hermon, the mail being brought
from Knoxville once a week. The first postmaster was a Mr. Massie.
The township was organized at a meeting
held in 1857, by the choice of the following officers:
Samuel Collins, Supervisor; John Terry
and David Massie, Justices of the Peace; Mr.
McCoy, Clerk; William Graves and Freeman
established at

West,

Constables:

Robert Benson, Collector;

and Owen Betterton, Assessor.
For a complete list of supervisors since the

maintain their organization, and
monthly services are conducted by Rev. S. H.
Humphrey.
The Christian Church in the township was
organized in 1854, by Revs. John Miller and
Gaston.
The first officers were: Jonathan
Price and A. L. Reece, Elders; and Joseph
Rauth and Charles Smith, Deacons. At the
outset the membership was about thirty, and
services were held in the school house for the
first ten years.
At the end of that time the
congregation erected their present comfortable
house. The present membership is about one
hundred, and the officers are:
Joseph Beery
and J. W. Ogden, Elders; Charles Martin, Edwin, John and C. E. Routh, Deacons; Mrs.

KN
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Kate Routh, Sally Moon and Ophelia

Bliss,

are:

The Church of the United Brethren was organized in 1S59, and the denomination has a
well-built edifice, on Section 2S.
The present
membership is about forty. Rev. Mr. White

gill,

pastor.

The population of Chestnut Township,
shown by the United States census returns,
stated intervals,

has been as follows:

as
at

1840,

'J'
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V.

V, G.;

The present membership is the smallest since
the institution, numbering only twelve.
The Camp of the Modern Woodmen of America was organized July 23, 189G, with fifteen
charter members,

dred and forty-four; in 1880, one thousand and
eighty-seven; in 1890, nine hundred and nine-

W.

teen.

Smith.

—

nished

its full

quota under each

call

— W.
It

W.
fur-

during the

War

of the Rebellion, besides a number of volunteers who were credited to other localities.
School District No. 5 sent thirty-eight men to
the frojit, of whom three were given commissions on the score of bravery in action, viz.:
Davis Vulganiore, made Captain, and Samuel

—

Way, Lieutenant,
alry;

in the Seventh

and John Hall, Lieutenant

Illinois

Cav-

in the Eighty-

sixth Infantry Volunteers.

HERMON.
village of Hermon was platted by ArchLong, May 3, 1842. A fairly good clew
to Mr. Long's politics is afforded by the fact
It did not
that he named it Harrisonville.
grow rapidly at first, the United States census
giving the place a population of only eightyfour in 1850, eight years after it had been
platted. The change of name was made in 1848,
on the establishment of a postoffice. For several years it was more or less of a business
place, but the rapid development of Knoxville
and Abingdon, with their better railroad faciliToday it is nothties, sounded its death knell.
ing more than a dull, country postoffice, on the
It can boast
line of the Iowa Central Railway.
of two general stores, a blacksmith shop, and

The

ibald

two churches.
The Independent Order
flourishing

lodge,

as

of

Odd Fellows has a

also

has

the

order

of

The former was
August 31. 187.5, the charter members being C. E. Edmonson, S. P. Moon, Daniel
Landes, Charles Thomas and H. M. Reece. Of
Modern American Woodmen.
instituted

named is yet living. The
S. P. Moon, N. G.; Daniel
officers were:
Landis, V. G.; C. B. Edmonson. Secretary; and
these only the last
first

officers

Secretaries;

three hundred and thirty-five; in 1860, twelve
hundred and sixty-eight; in 1870, eleven hun-

One veteran of the Mexican War
McMaster resides within its limits.

The present

David E. McMaster, N. G.; S. C. PattenCharles Scaver and H. M. Reece,
Samuel Pattengill, Treasurer. The
lodge owns its own hall and has a surplus of
nearly twelve hundred dollars in its treasury.

Deaconesses.

is

N

H. M. Reece, Treasurer.

and the following officers:
John Smith, V. C; A. L. Browning, W. A.;
D. T. Moon, Banker. There are now twentyfive members, with the following officers:
John
V.

C;

Ira Rogers,

Moon. Banker; and A.

W.

A.;

W.

D.

T.

Browning, Clerk.
Farmer;
Chestnut
Township; born in Maquon, November 4, 1862;
educated in the common schools. His parents
were William and Julia (Terry), the former
was born in Virginia. His maternal grandfather was John Terry, and his paternal grandfather was another William Burnside, also born
February 13, 1884, in Chestnut
in Virginia.
Township, Mr. Burnside was married to Maud
Cranston.
They had three children: Robert
Roy, born December 25, 1884; Lula Pearl, bora
October IS, 1886, and Orpha Kitt, born January 31, 1889. Mrs. Burnside was born in WoodShe is the
stock, Ohio, December 20, 1862,
daughter of Charles and Keturah Cranston,
who are living at ilalesburg. She is a memMr. Burnside
ber of the Universalist Church.
owns a farm of four hundred and eighty acres,
located in Sections 9 and 10, and has a very

BURNSIDE,

fine residence.

L.

MARK;

He

hogs, and sheep.
a republican.

is a large dealer in cattle,
In politics, Mr. Burnside is

CRAMER, BENJAMIN;

Parmer; dhestnut
in Ohio, January 10, 1839; educommon schools. His parents, Wiland
Sarah
(Shutes)
Cramer,
were natives
liam
of Ohio, and were born respectively January
25, 1804, and September 13, 1805, and died in
They were married September
1875, and 1872.
His maternal grandmother was Sarah
1, 1824.
Shutes, and his paternal
grandfather was
Adams Cramer. Mr. Cramer was married to
Louisa Haynes in November, I860, in Chestnut
Township. They had four children:
A. H.,
born December 8, 1861; George E., born November 22, 1863; Grace C, born November 5,
Mrs. Cra1869; and Asa, born March 13. 1877.
mer was born in Orange Township, Knox
County, Illinois, January 30, 1842.
She was
the daughter of Herman L. and Gerilla Haynes,
who died in Orange Township. Mr. Cramer is
a republican and has been Assessor for a number of terms; Road Commissioner two terms,
and School Director for twenty years. He has
been a dealer in grain and live-stock as well as
a farmer. His farm of two hundred and fifteen
acres is situated two and one-half miles southeast of DeLong on Sections 1, 3, 4, 9, 10.
Mr,
Township; born
cated in the

KNOX COUNT Y.
Cramer and

his wife belong to tlie Methodist

DAVIS,

JOHN

E.;

Farmer; Chestnut Town-

ship; born December 7, 1866, in Indian Point
Township; educated in the common schools.
His father, Samuel Davis, was born in Somersetshire, England, and died in 1S92; his mother, Lucy J. (Bond), born in Clinton County,
Ohio, is still living in Hermon. His maternal

grandparents were Walter and Ellen (Moon)
his paternal grandfather, James Davis,
was born in England. August 25, 18S9, Mr.
Davis was married in Chestnut Township to
Rosa D. Hopkins. They have had two chil-

Bond:

dren, Nell, born April 29, 1891, and Floy, bom
August 12, 1893. Mrs. Davis was born in Chestnut Township August 25, 1868, and is the
daughter of Thomas and Salile A. (Bootem)
Hopkins.
Mr. Hopkins was born January 4.
1831.
He was a soldier in Company M, Fourteenth Illinois Cavalry, and after serving three
years, was mustered out at the close of the
war. He died August 23, 1895. Mr. Davis is a
republican and has been Justice of the Peace
and School Director in Chestnut Township. He
has been Notary Public for five years, and is a
member of the Knights of Pythias, Lodge No.
He has a cottage home
334, at London Mills.
on a farm of eighty acres in Section 21, which

abundantly supplied with stock.
HOPKINS, MRS. SALLY A.; Chestnut
Township; born in Jackson County, Ohio,
February 17, 1832; educated in the common
schools.
Her father, Laban Booton, was born
In Cabell County, Virginia, February 17, 1809;
her mother, Catharine (Shoemaker), was born
in Ohio June 6, 1812, and died January 29, 1861.
Her maternal grandparents were John Shoemaker and Sally (Woulfberger), the latter a
is

native of Pennsylvania. Her paternal grandfather was Laban Booton; he was of English
descent;
her paternal grandmother, Nancy
(Davis), was born in Wales.
Mrs. Hopkins
taught school about seven years, and received
her first certificate from Judge Sanford, of
Knoxville.
December 7, 1865, near Hermon,
Illinois, she was married to Thomas Hopkins;
they had four children:
Willie G.. born September 3, 1866, died March 18, 1870; Rosa D.,

born August 25, 1868: Mary C, born November
24, 1870; and Frank L., born May 4, 1873. Rosa
D., married John E. Davis.
Mr. Hopkins was
born in Glenmorganshire, Wales, January 4,
1831; his parents, Griffith and Mary Hopkins,
died in Portage County. Ohio.
Mrs. Hopkins
came to Illinois in) 1836, and lived in the township of Chestnut, afterwards residing about
years in Peoria, when she returned to
Chestnut Township, where she and her husband resided until the time of his death,
ten

August

23, 1895.
Mr. Hopkins was Supervisor
Chestnut Township. Road Commissioner,
Assessor five years and School Director fifteen
years. He belonged to the Odd Fellows in Hermon and Peoria, and was a member of the
Grand Army of the Republic. He enlisted In
Company M. Fourteenth Illinois Cavalry, and
was mustered out in August, 1865. Mrs. Hop-

of

owns a farm

of one hundred and sixty
which she and her son are managing, on
4, Township of Chestnut.
LUCAS, G. M. LEE; Farmer and Harnessmaker; Hermon, Chestnut Township; born
April 16, 1847, near Claysville, Washington
County, Pennsylvania. His parents. George L.
and Elizabeth Martha (McGuffln) Lucas, were
born near Claysville, Washington County,
Pennsylvania.
The father, who was born
February 11, 1821, was a soldier in the Civil
War, and was Fourth Sergeant of Company I,

kins

acres,

Church.

Section

Seventy-seventh Illinois Volunteers.
He died
in a hospital ship on the Mississippi river,
June 25, 1863. The mother was born February
His ma28, 1821, and died September 25, 184S.
ternal grandparents were William McGuffin,
born in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, in
1796, and died November, 1847;
and Mary
(Graham), born in Washington County, Pennsylvania, June, 1799.
The paternal grandparents were Benjamin and Mary (Lee) Lucas,
born in Washington County, Pennsylvania,

September

5,

1795,

and January

20,

1799,

re-

The paternal great-grandfather,
Isaac Lucas, was born January 6, 1759, served
through the Revolution, and died April-8, 184S;
he was the son of Benjamin Lucas of Plymouth, who was born in 1730, and died January
19, 1824; his father was William Lucas, the son
of Samuel Lucas, who was the son of Thomas
Lucas, who came from England and settled at
Plymouth, Massachusetts. Mr. G. M. Lee Lucas
spectively.

was married December 20, 1870, in Elmwood
Township, Peoria County, to Catharine A.
Schenck. They have had eight children; Annetta, born December 9, 1871; William L., born
September 12, 1873; Mattie Anna, born November 23, 1876; Henry Stewart, born January
13, 1879; Harlan Page, born November 29, 1881;
Alvia May, born October 29, 1883; Ray Leone,
born April 9, 1890; Ralph DeWltt, born July
11, 1892.
Mrs. Lucas was born July 4, 1853,
near Greenbush, Preble County, Ohio, and was
the daughter of William L. and Catharine A.
(Snyder) Schenck. She is a member of the
Methodist Church. In the Spring of 1854, Mr.
Lucas came to Brimfield, Peoria County, Illinois, and in 1894, came to Chestnut Township
and settled on a farm of one hundred and sixty
For fifteen years he had
acres in Section 8.
been a farmer in Elba Township. Mr. Lucas
enlisted

May

5,

1864, in

Company

D,

One Hun-

dred and Thirty-second Illinois Volunteers and
was elected Corporal. He was Justice of the
Peace in Elba Township and now holds the

same office in Chestnut Township. He was on
the Grand Jury one fall term of court (1898)
In religion Mr. Lucas is a Meth-

at Galesburg.

In politics, he is a republican.
L. R.; Farmer; Chestnut Townborn in Orange Township, November 30,
1862, where he was educated.
His parents,
R. L. and Mary (Allen) Mather, were born in
Illinois;
paternal grandfather,
his
Samuel
Mather,
was
native
a
of
New York.
February 24, 1885, Mr. Mather was- marodist.

MATHER,

ship;

ried.

In

Knoxville, to Alie Grim.

They have
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four children:

Stella

boru November

.M..

JS,

lb;S5; George E., born September 8, 1SS7; Arthur C, horn February 11, 1891; Marie J., boru
June 19, 1S94. Mrs. Mather was born January
21, 1861: her parents were J. S. and Elemina
Grim, who are now living at Knoxville. She is
a member of the Methodist Episcopal Church
at Hermon. She was for seven years a teacher
in the public schools. Mr. Mather is Road Commissioner for Chestnut Township and has been
School Director for two terms. He is a member of the Modern Woodmen of America, Mine
Shaft, of Knoxville. In politics, he is a republican.
He has a farm of one hundred and sixty
acres and raises considerable stoclc.

MEEKS, D. E.; Farmer; Chestnut Township;
in Knox County, May 23, 1861; educated
in the common schools. His father, Abram W.
Meeks, was a native of Virginia; his mother,
Martha E. (Bonner), was born in Missouri. In
Chestnut Township, September 1, 18SG, Mr.
born

Meeks was married to Netta Burnside. They
have two children, William B., born in April,
18SS, and Fay, born March 12, 1891. Mrs. Meeks
was born in Chestnut Township, December 25,
1864, and is the daughter of William and Julian
(Terry) Burnside, who are
burg. Mr. Meeks' father,
came from Ohio to Knox

now living in GalesAbraham W. Meeks,

County about fortynine years ago and is now living at Knoxville.
Mr. Meeks' farm of two hundred and forty
acres is located on Section 21. He is a dealer
in horses, cattle, and hogs, and has a fine house
and out-buildings. The house is heated by a
furnace. In politics, Mr. Meeks' us a republican.
REECE, HENRY M.; Farmer; Chestnut
Township; born August 2, 1837, in Highland
County, Ohio; educated in the common schools
and in Abingdon College. His parents, Aquilla
L. and Susanna (Smith) Reece, were born in
Randolph County, North Carolina.
His paternal grandfather was William Reece.
Mr.
H. M. Reece was married first to Nancy CarCaroline, Clarter; they had four children:
ence, William, and John. His second marriage
was with Emma Owens; they had two children,
Harriet, and Frank.
Mr. Reece came to Illinois in 1850, and to Chestnut Township, Knox
County, in 1S54, and worked on his father's
farm. In 1862, he enlisted in the Civil War,
and was discharged from service July 3. 1865.
After leaving the army he lived in Ohio for six
months, and in Illinois for a j'ear. In 1868. he
went to Kansas, and at the end of five years
returned to Chestnut Township.
In politfcs,
Mr. Reece is a republican, and has served as

Y.

Virginia, the former of Loudoun County.
His paternal grandparents were John and Jane
Routh, the former from North Carolina, the
The paternal greatlatter from Tennessee.
of

grandparents, Joseph and Molly (Redferson)
Routh, were natives of North Carolina, while
the great-great-grandparents were Edward and
Hannah (Redferson); the husband was born
in Wales in 1776, and was of Scotch-Irish descent. January 25, 1876, in Hermon, Mr. Routh
was married to Catharine J. M(irtin; they have
had two children: Francis E., born August 1,
Mrs.
1879; and John W., born July 3, 1888.
Routh was born in Ohio March 8, 1858, being
the daughter of Francis and Eliza (Jones) Martin.
She is a member of the Christian Church.
Mr. Routh came to Knox County with his parents in 1851, and settled on Section 22, Chestnut Township, where he now lives. His mother
died March 3, ISSS, but his fatner, who has
been Supervisor for five years. School Treasurer twenty-eight years. School Trustee eight
years. Commissioner of Highways, Assessor
and Collector, is living with him. Mr. Routh
enlisted in Company K, Seventh Illinois Cavalry, in the Civil War.
He is Supervisor for
Chestnut Township, and has been Town Clerk
and Collector. In politics, he is a republican.
He is a member of the Christian Church. His
farm is on Section 22, two and one-half miles
east, and one-half mile south of Hermon.

SAMPSON, JOSIAH; Farmer; Chestnut
Township; born October 21, 1829, near Richmond, Indiana; educated in log school house in
Knox County. His parents were Richard H.,
and Jane M. (Heath) Sampson of Maryland;
his paternal grandparents w^ere Richard Sampson of London, England, and Mary (Hamlin)
Sampson of Maryland; his great-grandfather,
Benjamin Franklin Sampson, died in England;

Virginia,

maternal grandfather was Josiah Heath.
Mr. Sampson was married to Martha A. Street,
in Fulton County. March 25, 1852.
They have
seven children living: Richara H., Martha E.,
Hulda I., Nicy Jane, Sir John Franklin, Elmer
E., and Alpha L.
Mildred W. Rist, Mary 0. B.
Lowden, William, and Josiah are deceased. Tiie
last two died in infancy.
Mrs. Sampson was
the daughter of William and Nancy (Combs)
Street of Virginia.
They were pioneers in
Highland County, Ohio, and came to Fulton
County, Illinois, in 1837. Richard H. Sampson
came to Knox County, October, 1835, with
his wife and six children:
Mary. Margaret E.,
Martha J.. Josiah. Rebecca, and Josephine.
Benjamin F.. Richard, Joseph C. and Tabitha
were born in Knox County. He first bought
and improved one hundred and sixty acres of
land, where he lived for fifteen years; he had
been a teacher in Maryland; he died in 1850.
His wife died in 1862. After his marriage, Josiah Sampson, farmed in Fulton and McDonough Counties, remaining in each for five
years;
he then returned to Knox County,
bought out the other heirs to his father's

January 28, 1816. His maternal grandparents.
John S. and Susan (Crouse) Smith, were natives

estate, and now owns eight hundred and sixtyfive acres of land in Chestnut Township.
He Is

Commissioner

of

Highways. Supervisor,

Justice of the Peace.

Treasurer of

In 1898, he

was

and

elected

Knox County.

ROUTH, CHARLES E.; Farmer; Chestnut
Township; born in Fulton County, Ohio, December n, 1848; educated in Abingdon. His
father, J. D. Routh,
was born in Clinton
County. Ohio, May 6, 1S19; his mother, Jane
A.

(Smith),

in

Frederick

County.

his
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a successful farmer and stock-raiser. In politics, Mr. Sampson is a democrat.
SHAFFER, GEORGE W.; Minister; Chestnut Township; born November 16, 1824, in Lycoming County, Pennsylvania; educated in the
common schools. His father, James Shaffer, was
a native of New Jersey; his mother, Margaret
(Brooks), was born in Pennsylvania. His maternal grandfather was Benjamin Brooks; his
paternal grandfather, Henry Shaffer, was a naMr. Shaffer's first wife was
tive of Germany.
Amanda, daughter of Thomas Logue, and was
born in Lycoming County, Pennsylvania, where
her parents died. She was a member of the
Methodist Episcopal Church. There were three
Alonzo G. Thomas J., who enlisted
children:
in the Eleventh Illinois Cavalry, during the
Civil War, and died in the hospital at MemEmma Amanda, who
phis, Tennessee; and
;

married Warren England, a lawyer in Knox
Mr. England died, and his widow
County.
married William Jones. March 7, 1888, Mr.
Shaffer was married, in Chestnut Township, to
Mrs. Sally Leigh, widow of Clark Leigh, who
was born in Ohio, September 15, 1831; she was
the daughter of Archibald and Catharine Long,
born respectively in Tennessee and Virginia.
Mr. Shaffer was a circuit preacher in Potter
County, Pennsylvania, in the Methodist EpiscoHe served on the East Genesee
pal Church.
Conference, and preached at the Westfield
Pennsylvania charge. He came to Illinois in
1855, and preached at the Whitefleld charge.
After preaching seventeen years in the Central
Illinois Conference, he went to Washington
Territory and joined the Columbia River Conference, where he remained for ten years, and
He is
then returned to Chestnut Township.
now a local preacher and preaches occasionMr. Shaffer owns a farm in Washington,
ally.
but lives on a beautiful place three-quarters of
a mile south of Hermon, Illinois. In politics,
he is a prohibitionist. He is a member of the
Free Masons.
TOWNSEND, MAURICE JONES; Farmer;
Chestnut Township; born in Fond du Lac,
Wisconsin. January 23, 1859; educated in HedHis father
ding College, Abingdon, Illinois.
was William Townsend, who was born in New
York; his mother was Lodema (Jones). The
father is still living in Chestnut Township; the
mother is deceased. Mr. Townsend was married February 25, 1885, in Chestnut Township,
Jessie
to Ruth Grice; they have two children:
Elvira, born March 17, 1889; and Estella Lodema, born February 7, 1892. Mrs. Townsend
the
she
is
1858;
was born in Ohio March 17,
Her
daughter of Joseph and Susan Grice.
Mr. Townsend has been
father is deceased.
Collector of the township of Chestnut for two
years, and is a School Trustee. He is a member
of the Knights of Pythias, Lodge No. 334, London Mills. In politics, he is a republican.
WAINWRIGHT, DANIEL; Farmer; Chestnut Township; born May 4. 1829, in Clermont
County. Ohio; educated in the common schools
His parents were Vincent Wainof Ohio.
wright of New Jersey, and Nancy (Hall) Wain-

his grandfather was Daniel
Wainwright of New Jersey; his maternal
grandfather was Jeremiah Hall, of England. Mr.
Wainwright was married to Eliza J. Cramer
in Ohio, December 13, 1849.
Their children
are:
Vincent; Maguire; Joseph; Benedict (deceased); Sarah E. Eiker, and Clara C. (deceased).
Mr. Wainwright settled on the farm
where he now resides in 1873, and has greatly
improved his land. Hia oldest son is in Louisiana, his second in Missouri, and one is at
home. His great-grandfather and two brothers
came to America from England, and were in
the Revolutionary War; his great-grandfather
was killed, and his grandfather was wounded;
his father died in 1844. Mr. Wainwright is independent in politics and has been Road Commissioner; he has been Supervisor three terms.
He is a member of the Methodist Church.

wright, of Ohio;

MAQUON TOWNSHIP.
By

Dr. G. L. Knowles.

In 1827, ten years subsequent to the original
survey of this military tract, William Palmer

and family, consisting of his wife and five children, located on the southwest quarter of Secabout forty rods southeast of the presMaquon Village. This was doubtfirst white family to settle in Knox
County. Mr Palmer's cabin, made of black
hickory poles, stood in the midst of Indian gardens, which were usually deserted by the savages in early spring in favor of better hunting
grounds farther west. They returned every
fall to remain during the winter, until the year
1832, when, as a result of the Black Hawk War,
they took a final leave and that neighborhood
knew them no more. Mr. Palmer lived here
five or six years, planted an orchard and cultivated the gardens, or patches, vacated by the
Indians, and, as his cabin stood on the old

tion

3,

ent limits of
less the

Galena trail, it afforded a stopping place for the
miners going to and from their homes in the
southeastern part of the State. A few years
later Palmer sold his cabin to Nelson Selby and
removed to St. Louis.

The following year Simeon Dolph, the pioneer ferryman of Spoon River, settled on Section 4, building his cabin of logs where the
Rathbun house now stands. Owing, however,
to a suspicion of his having been implicated in
the death of an unknown traveler, he left the
community a short time afterwards.
In 1829. Mark Thurman, with nis family, settled on Section 25, and one of his daughters,
Mrs. Hughs Thurman, of Yates City, still survives and is perhaps the oldest resident of the

THOMAS

J.

FOSTER.
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county.

The

next

year

the

families

of

William Darnell, William Parmer, Thomas
Thurnian
and
James Milam
settled
on
Sections 24 and 25.
They all came from
Highland County, Ohio. Subsequently a small,
but regular and ever increasing, stream of
settlers took up claims in the township, until,
in 1S37, it was thought a favorable opportunity
had arrived for laying out a village, which was
called Maquon. This is of Indian origin, signifying spoon. Sapol means river, and as the
stream bearing this name assumes somewhat
the shape of a spoon from source to mouth, it
was called Maquon Sepol. ot- Spoon River.
This township was one of the chief Indian
settlements in the State, and here were congregated families of the Sacs and Foxes and Pottawatomies. Their principal village was located
on the present site of Maquon Village as here
the Indian trails centered from all directions in
pioneer days.

A

vast

number

of Indian relics

have been, and are still being unearthed in the
vicinity, and there are a great many mounds
scattered about the neighborhood, the most
prominent being the Barbero mound, which is
supposed to have been built by the aborigines
and to contain human remains. Maquon is well
drained by Spoon River and the many small
tributaries that flow into it, fine timberland
abounds throughout the township, and about
one-half of the surface is underlaid with an excellent quality of bituminous coal. The township organization was completed in 1853 by the
election of James M. Foster as Supervisor;
Nathan Barbero, Assessor; and James L. Loman. Collector.
The first school house in the township was
built of logs in 1834 on Section 23, or, to locate
it more accurately, about ninety rods west of
where James Young's dwelling now stands. The
first teacher in that building was Benjamin
Brock, the only living pupils of whom are Mrs.
Hughs Thurman, of Yates City, and Thomas
Milam. The next house to be devoted to educational purposes

was erected

in 1836 or 1837,

and was situated about
nington.

The

first

fifty rods south of Benschool north of Spoon River

was conducted by Miss Mary Fink

in a shed
adjoining the residence of Peter Jones, fatner
of John Jones, the present postmaster. The
only reading book at that time was the New
Testament.
It is claimed by some of Miss
Fink's pupils that she "could read and write,
but could not cipher." However, notwithstanding this defect in her education, it was

said that

!)4:3

her labors were most commendable

and satisfactory.
The township at first contained the three villages of Maquon, Bennington and Rapatee.
Bennington was originally laid out in the center of the precinct in 1836 by Elisha Thurman,
but

failed

it

to

develop sufficient importance

to be called a village, although
ship's polling place until 1858,

was changed

to

it

was the town-

when

the

name

Maquon.

RAPATEE.
Rapatee "Village can date its inception from
the time of the building of the Iowa Central
Railroad in 1883. It was laid out by Benja-

min Adams
33,

and

Stewart.

its

in the southeast quarter of Section
first

The

resident merchant
village

contains at

was A.
present

B.

a

Union Church, three stores, a blacksmith shop,
a wagon shop, two elevators, and about eighty
inhabitants, and is located in the midst of a
wealthy and prosperous community.

MAQUON.
The

Maquon

is situated on or near
the site of the old Indian village at the north
line of the township on the northeast quarter
of Section 4, overlooking, towara the south,

village of

the valley of Spoon River. The survey, comprising about sixty acres, was completed October 24, 1836, by Parnach Owen, who also laid

out the village, assisted by John G. Sanburn,

William M. McGowan, R. L. Hannaman, Mr.
Richmond and Mr. Beers. For several years
Maquon had neither religious nor educational
institutions, but was, on the contrary, the site
of a distillery and a race track.
The latter,
however, have been supplanted by a church
and school, which are well supported. The village

was incorporated March 14, 1857, and its
shown by the United States cenhas been as follows:
1880, five hundred

population, as
sus,

and forty-eight; 1890, five hundred and one;
1899, six hundred (estimated). Previous to 1880
the census returns do not give tne population
separate from the township.
The first building in the village was Cox's Tavern, which was
built by Benjamin Cox and was located where
Joshua Burnett's residence now stands: it
was known as The Barracks. For twenty years
it was used as barracks, kept by Nathan Barbero.
The first store was conducted by John
Hippie in a building erected by Matthew Maddox in 1839. Maquon has not supported a saloon since 1880. and the steady, industrious ris-
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was one of the most successful educators the
town has ever had, and was engaged at a salary
The successors to Mr.
Proseus were; Henry F. King, William Beeson,
Robert Hill, John French, Mr. Palmer, Mr.

ing generation speaks well for the cause of
temperance.
The present business interests
are represented by two banks, six grocery
stores, two dry goods stores, one drug store,
one newspaper, one harness shop, one butcher
shop, one wagon shop, two barber shops, three
hardware stores, three restaurants, two millinery stores, four dressmaking establishments,
four blacksmith shops, one rolling mill, one elevator, one undertaking establisnment, two livery and feed stables, two physicians and two
ministers.
The private bank of William Swigart was organized by that gentleman in 1881,
with a capital stock of $100,000, the officers being:
William Swigart, President; and F. C.
Bearmore, Cashier.
The deposits are about
$40,000.
A. C. Housh incorporated his private
bank in 1882, with a capital stock of $50,000.
The deposits are about $30,000. The officers
consist of A. C. Housh, President; and E. L.
Housh, Cashier. The Maquon Chronicle was
established in May, 1899, and is owned and
edited by Charles Benfield. The Breeze, an independent weekly paper, was started about the
middle of March, 1896, by Gorge H. C. Palmer,
and was discontinued in 1898. The business

portion of
trous fires,

Maquon has experienced six disasthem of doubtful origin, one

all of

of the greatest sufferers
J.

W.

Briggs.

The

from

this cause being

oldest merchant in the vil-

is A. M. Maple, who, in 1848, opened a
grocery store, which he conducted until May,
when he retired, leaving the business in
the hands of his son, C. F. Maple. It is but a

lage

1896,

matter of justice to mention that, during his
Maquon, Mr. A. M. Maple
has set an example of morality, integrity and
honesty that the youths of the village would
do well to follow.
Maquon schools, prior to 1848, were held in
rooms furnished by Nathan and Calista BarThe first school house erected was a
bero.
substantial brick structure, thirty by forty feet,
built by William Purcell in 1848.
It is still
standing and is now used as an implement
entire residence in

The principal teachers in that building
Levi McGirr, Dr. A. H. Potter, ProfesFishback, Agnen, Helderman, Breckenridge,
Olmstead,
Cram,
Miller,
Bickford,
Griggs, Grove, and McCullough. The present
school building was erected in 1866 by J. L.
Wallick, of Knoxville, at a cost of $7,000. It is
a two-story frame edifice, with four commodious rooms, and gives employment to four
house.

were:

sors

teachers.

The

first principal,

Robert Proseus,

of fifty dollars per month.

G. Hopkins, A. W. Ryan, Robert
James Rischell and C. F. Hurburg, the
named being the present incumbent and

Axeline, D.
Hill,

last

.

who, at this writing, has held the position for
three years. The initial attendance in the new
school house numbered one hundred and seventy-five pupils, and at the close of the term,
which expired in September, there were one
hundred and thirty pupils enrolled, the average
age of these being ten years. The whole number of days taught was 7,406, the average daily
attendance was 92 46-80, and the actual cost of
tuition per day was 6 1-2 cents a pupil. In 1899
the enrollment was one hundred and fifty-eight
pupils. There are three grades and the school
is considered one of the best in the county.
The school houses in the townsnip are eight
in number, their value being estimated at
$9,800; each has a library, with an aggregate
value of seven hundred dollars, and out of the
five hundred and thirteen persons under twentyone years of age three hundred and forty-five
are pupils.

Maquon Village was forty years old before
Christian influence was sufficient to establish
a church, although during that time many
fruitless efforts

in

were made by different faiths

that direction, the most prominent worker

in the

ington,

movement being Elder
who was a member of

Christian Church.

In 1841

Scott, of

Farm-

the Campbell, or
the Presbyterians

made an effort to establish themselves, and in
the Methodists made a similar attempt,
but neither met with any degree of success. In
1850 Spiritualism was introduced and affected
the community to an alarming extent, the adherents of that faith holding full sway for ten
or twelve years.
In 1802 a United Brethren
minister, the Rev. Wimsette. held a series of
revival meetings in the old brick school house,
which gave Spiritualism a serious blow, and as
a result the church revived and prospered.
About 1892 Christian Science obtained a firm
hold on the community and a large number of
the most devout Christians embraced that
faith, and again the orthodox church was crip1842

There are now two religious institutions
namely: Maquon Church and
Rapatee Union Church. The former was built
In 1876 and dedicated September 11, 1877, by
pled.

in the township,

^

/(^

^

^r-o<j4y

KX
Bishop Jesse

Peck,

()

X

pastor being the
Rev. Swartz, who served two years.
H. S.
Humes was the next to occupy the pulpit and
F.

its

first

he remained one year, his successor being L.
who stayed two years and then retired, having exerted in that time a strong
Christian influence throughout the community.
He was followed in the order named
by E. H. Williams, William Merriam, A. P.
B. Dennis,

R. B. Seaman, the latter of whom was
a most worthy Christian and gentleman,
through whose earnest efforts the present parsonage w-as built; Rev. Joseph Bell, whom MaBeal,

quon people have every reason to long cherish
in their memories; Rev. R. D. Russell, Rev,
N. G. Clark, Rev. A. M. Bowlin, Rev. J. P. McCormick, Rev. R. G. Hazzard, Dr. Evans, Rev.
Winters, and Rev. W. H. Young, the last named
being the present pastor.
Rapatee Universalist Church was organized
May 27, 1S94, by the Rev. J. L. Everton and
Rev. E. E. Hammond, with the following officers:
A. B. Stewart, Moderator; Miss Nora
Rapatee, Clerk; Mrs. F. P. Hurd, Treasurer.
Meetings are held on alternate Sundays in the
church building owned jointly by the Methodists and Universalists.
Rapatee Union Church was built in 1S91 and
was dedicated by Dr. J. G. Evans.
Maquon has been well represented by the
medical fraternity, as will be seen by the following list of physicians who have practiced
Doctors Emery,
here since its organization:
Hand, Allen, Williamson, Walters, Dunn, AlDunlap, Cunningham, Stratton, Fidler,
len,
Tallman, Potter, Thomas, Townsend, Miller,
Shaw, Niles, Hess, Southard, Morse, Knowles,
Dickerson, Truitt and Long.
The township is justly proud of its unbounded patriotism some of its residents having
taken part in three of the nation's most Im-

Among the early pioneers of
portant wars.
the township were Philip Rhodes, John W.
Walters and John M. Combs, who were soldiers
Avery Dalton, residing
in the War of 1812.
Illinois, who, at the ripe age
of eighty-six years, is hale and hearty and who
has furnished much information of the early
history of Maquon township, and Madison Foster,
deceased, were members of the Fulton
County Rangers in the Black Hawk War. The
rifle carried by Mr. Foster while in service is
now owned by his son. Albert, and is in a good
state of preservation, the old flint lock having
been replaced by one of more modern manunear Elmwood,

(' ()
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A

quota of two hundred and fifty
soldiers wao furnished during the Civil War,
many of whom died on the field of battle
fighting for the Union, while others still survive and occasionally live over again one of
the most exciting epochs in the history of the
facture.

full

country.

The fraternal societies are well represented
in the township and a brief resume of the local
branches is herewith presented.
Maquon Lodge, No, 256, L O. 0. F., was Inand received its charter
same year. The first offi-

stituted April 29, 1858,

October

15,

in the

cers were:

W. Pennworth,

N. G.; Allen
V. G.
William Davis, Warden;
Burkhalter, C.
During the month
of August, 1858, the lodge room was destroyed
by fire and the lodge became disorganized until
after the Civil War, when, on January 4, 1868,
L.

Hanwrick,

James

;

L.

was re-instituted with the following officers:
James L. Burkhalter, N. G.; R. D.
Thompson, V. G.; J. M. Groves, Secretary;
William Swigart, Treasurer. The present offiit

Captain

cers are:

Orsin Swan, N. G.; George Tasker,

G.; W. W. Harler, Treasurer.
At present
the local body has sixty-four members and the
lodge hall is owned in conjunction with the

V.

Maquon Lodge, No. 530, A. F. and A. M., was
organized October 1, 1867, and worked under
dispensation for nine months before receiving
The first officers were:
Robert
W. M.; William Swigart, S. W.; L. J.
W. The present officers are: C. F.
Herburg, W. M.; C. F. Maple, S. W.; G. G.
Shearer, J. W. The membership numbers about
charter.

its

Proseus,

Dawdy,

fifty

J.

devoted brethren.

The Degree

of Rebecca was organized April
with thirty-nine members, and meetings are held in the L O. 0. F. Hall. The first
8,

1883,

officers of this order were:
Salome Wilkin.
N. G.; Hannah Holoway, V. G. The present incumbents are:
Roxy Donason, N. G.; Lydia
Holoway, V. G.
Hancock Post, No. 552, G. A. R.. was organized January 26, 1886, with twenty-three members.
The present officers are: Albert Smith,
Commander; John Jones, Adjutant.
Maquon Lodge, No. 171. K. of P., was organized by George Jones, deceased, and was
instituted September 29, 1887.
The first officers were D. G. Hopkins. C. C; C. E. Golliday.
V. C; S. W. Love. Prelate; E. L. Housh, K. of
R. and S.; C. S. Burnsides, M. of E.; E. D.
Rambo, M. of F.; J. W. Davis, M. at A.; F.
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Hurd, Representative.

are:

A.

A.

Gifford,

C.

The present officers
C; John Simpkins,

Housh,
M. of F. and K. of R. S.; Wilson Holoway, M.
of E.; Samuel aicWilliams. M. at A.; N. DonaJ. L. Libolt, Representative.
son, M. of W.
The Knights of Pythias Lodge has always been
in a prosperous condition, both financially and
There are twenty-two charter memsocially.
V.

C;

C. F.

McKenny,

Prelate;

E. L.

;

bers, the total membership being thirty-eight.
The O. E. S. was organized May 9, 1891, by
Mr. and Mrs. Hoover, of Washington, Illinois,
with fourteen charter members, the total number of members today being thirty. Meetings
are held in Masonic Hall. The first officers of
Mrs. Emma Hurd, W. M.;
this order were:
G. G. Shearer, W. P.; C. F. Maple, Secretary.
The present officers are: Miss Abbie Dixon,
W. M.; G. G. Shearer, W. P.; Miss Mattie Hob-

Secretary.
Bertie Lenore Temple, No.

kii-k,

10, Rathbone Siswas organized December 28, 1893, by Grand
Chief Mrs. Jennie Haws, of Decatur, Illinois,
assisted by Mrs. Belle Quinlan, G. M.. with fifteen charter members and thirteen Knights.
There are now forty-one members. The first
Leona Housh, M. E. C; Minnie
officers were:
Woods, E. S.; Lizzie Briggs, E. J.; Emma Hurd,
M. of T. The present officers are: Belle Libolt,
M. E. C; Alice Wasson, E. S.; Maggie Housh,
E. J. Minnie Woods, M.; Florence Thurman,
P. C. This temple was named in honor of BerMeetings are
tie Lenore Thurman, deceased.

ters,

held semi-monthly in the K. of P. Hall.
The first birth and the first death to occur
in the township was that of Rebecca, a daugh-

and Mrs. Thurman, in 1831. The first
marriage took place in 1835, the contracting
Thurman and Anna Hall.
Mrs. Thurman is still living, at an advanced
age. The first Justice of the Peace was Mark
Thurman, and the first Postmaster was William
ter of Mr.

parties being Elisha

McGown, who held that

position in 1837.

The

bridge across Spoon River was built in
1839 by Jacob Conser, but it subsequently collapsed by its own weight and was re-built by
Mr. Conser the following year. It was located
almost directly south of the village of Maquon. The second bridge was erected by Benoni Simpkins in 1851, a few rods below the
site of the present structure, which was built
in 1873.
The stone work was done by J. L.
Burkhalter and John Hall, the wood work by
Andy Johnson, and the iron work by Mr.
Blakesly, of Ohio. The first distillery in Knox
first

County was situated in Maquon and It furnished the cargo for the first shipment from
Galesburg over the Chicago, Burlington and
Quincy Railroad.
Maquon township has been remarkably free
from criminality and has always possessed a
high standard of morality, only two crimes of
any importance having occurred in its history,
On
of which a brief mention is here given.
March 17, 1SS3, Loren Thurman became engaged in a dispute with Jack Washabaugh and
struck the latter with an ax, inflicting a mortal
wound. Thurman was not punished. During
the night of November 4, 1894, two masked
burglars entered the house of Thomas Walter,
located about two miles southwest of Maquon,
and, with drawn revolvers, demanded hi&
money. A desperate battle ensued, Mr. Walter using stove wood and chairs as weapons
One of the burglars emptied his
of defense.
revolver during the struggle, one bullet striking Mr. Walter in the breast, but with the
assistance of the latter's wife and daughter
the men were finally driven from the house.
One of the thieves was afterwards caught and
sentenced to ten years in the penitentiary.
The following record of the township population has been made by the United States
Census Bureau: 1860, one thousand, nine hundred and twenty; 1870, one thousand, four hundred and twenty-six; 1880, one thousand, four
hundred and forty-eight; 1890, one thousand,
three hundred and thirty.

THOMAS

J.

FOSTER.

Thomas

J. Foster was born in Indiana, April
and was educated in the schools of
Madison County, Ohio.
His parents. Joshua
and Sarah (Silver) Foster, were natives of
3,

1822,

Pennsylvania.
Mr. Foster was married in Knox County, Illinois. July 13, 1851, to Sarah Harriet Blakeslee,
daughter of Sala and Lydia B. (Pierce) BlakesMr. Blakeslee came from Connecticut, and
Mrs. Blakeslee from New Hampshire. Eleven
children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Foster:
Mary (deceased), Lydia, Rebecca Ann. James
D. (deceased), Elizabeth, Lucy L. (deceased).
lee.

Martha,

Benjamin

F.,

Joshua

C.

Ollie

and

Sala B.
After residing three and a half years in Fulton County, Illinois, Mr. and Mrs. Foster removed to Knox County, and bought one hundred and sixty acres of land in Maquon Township, where Mr. Foster died May 28, 1882, and
where Mrs. Foster still resides. Politically. Mr.
Foster was a democrat. He was an attendant
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, he was also
a master Mason, and member of the Masonic
lodge at Maquon, Illinois.

^^c:^^^;^^'^^^..^^ ^-^^^^
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came with lier parents to Illinois
They
in 1S35, when she was one year of age.
came by way of the Mississippi River, landing
at Oquawka in Henderson County, ;vnd settled
Mrs. Foster

on a farm half a mile from Uniontown.

ANDREW CLIXTOX HOISH.
Andrew Clinton Housh, son of David and
Elizabeth (Thornbrough) Housh, was born
October 16, 1834, near Greencastle, Putnam
County, Indiana. The progenitor of the Housh
family settled in Virginia, where grandfather

Clerk. Commissioner of Highways, School Director and member of the Town Council. He is
a member of the Masonic Fraternity, A. F. and
A. M., Lodge No. 530, in Maquon. He is liberal
minded in all things, and is worthy the esteem
and confidence of his fellow citizens,
Mr. Housh was married at Knoxville, November 11, 1857, to Adeline, daughter of Peter F.

and Elizabeth (Fink) Ouderkirk. Mr. and Mrs.
Housh have two children: Emma F. and E. La
Fayette,

DR. GILBERT

Adam Housh

resided till he removed to Kenlocated near Louisville. Farming
was his vocation, and politically, he was a demThere were born to him and his wife
ocrat.
seven sons and four daughters; The sons were
John, Andrew, Adam, George, Jacob. Thomas
David.
Both Adam Housh and his wife
and
lived to be very aged; she died in Kentucky.
David Housh, father of Andrew C, was born

tucky

and

in Kentucky and removed to Putnam County,
He married Elizabeth, daughter of
Joseph and Rebecca (Gibson) Thornbrough of
the same State. The father of Joseph Thornbrough was a Quaker; Rebecca Gibson was of
Welsh descent. David Housh came to Haw
Creek Township, passing through the place

Indiana.

where Maquon now stands, July
was a prosperous farmer, and one

3,

1S36,

He

of the leading men of his township. In politics he was a
democrat, and held various township offices.
He died at the old homestead in May, 1S79, at
the age of eighty years. He owned at the time
of his death about two thousand six hundred
acres of land. In religious belief he was a Universalist.
He served in the War of 1812, though
only twelve years of age, doing guard duty in
one of the frontier forts in Indiana. Later he
participated in many Indian skirmishes in his
vicinity.
He came to Illinois when Knox
County was mostly a wilderness. Mrs. David
Housh yet lives at the age of eighty-nine years,

having been born near Greencastle, Indiana,
David and Elizabeth Housh had
1, 1810.

March

thirteen children, seven of whom are now living:
Mary, Rebecca, James 0., Andrew Clinton, Elizabeth, Daniel M. and Eveline; all of
them have been devoted to agricultural pursuits.

Mr. A. C. Housh was educated in the common
schools of Knox County, and was brought up on
the farm. In the year 1858. with his father and
three brothers. James O., Jacob C. and Daniel
M., he entered upon a mercantile career in
Maquon. They also engaged in the stock business and farming on a large scale. They had a
general store, the largest in Maquon. A few
years later he bought out his partners and conducted the mercantile business alone for sevHe opened a
eral years, selling out in 1896.
bank in 1884 called the "A. C. Housh Bank of
Maquon," which he has conducted to the present
time. He also owns and manages about fifteen
hundred acres of farming land in Knox County,
and also owns two farms containing three hundred and twenty acres in Nebraska. In poliHe has been Township
tics he is a democrat.

L.

KXOWLES.

Dr. .Gilbert L. Knowles, son of William and
Lucinda (Robinson) Knowles, was born August
13, 1846, in Macomb, McDonough County, IlliThe genealogy of the family has its orinois.
gin in England, and has included among Its
members many who were prominent in the
world of art and letters. David Knowles, the
grandfather of Gilbert L., was born and educated in Maryland, and moved to Washington,
D. C, where he was a contractor and builder.
He was married to Jane Roby. Four children
were born to them;
William, Robert, Mary,
and Hamilton. Mr. Knowles was a whig. He

Washington at the age of sixty-five. The
sons of this family were all mechanics. William, the oldest, moved with his family to Macomb, Illinois, in 1839, where he worked at his
trade of contractor and builder. He built the
first substantial dwelling in McDonough County.
He died in 1873, aged seventy-three years; his
wife died in 1877, at the age of sixty-seven.
They had six children; Charles, James, Robinson, Jane, Gilbert L., and Mary. James was
drowned in the Sheridan River, Missouri, in
died in

1858.

Gilbert L. Knowles was educated in the
schools of Macomb, and at Hedding College,

Abingdon, which institution he entered at the
age of twenty-four, and from which he graduated with the degree of B. S. While at Abingdon he read medicine with Dr. Reece. who was
one of the most prominent physicians in the
Military Tract. Mr. Knowles entered Rush
Medical College of Chicago, in 1878, and graduated in 1881. In the Spring of 1881, he located
in Knoxville, and moved to Maquon in the Fall
of the same year.
Dr. Knowles is indebted to his own untiring
efforts for his success in life, having earned,
unaided, the expenses for his literary and professional education. He has an extensive and
lucrative practice, and enjoys the confidence
and esteem of his fellow townspeople.
Dr. Knowles is a republican, and held the
ofiice of Coroner in Knox County for six years,
his term of service ending in the Fall of 1892.

PHILEMON

K.

SELBY.

Philemon B. Selby, son of George and Ruth
(Allen) Selby, was born in Lancaster, Ohio, in
1809.
His father was born in Virginia, and,
being in the employ of the Government, re-

moved

to Mackinaw where he married a second
time, and died when on a visit to his children
in Ohio.
Mr. Selby's mother was the grand-
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daughter of Dr. Silas Allen who served in the
Revolutionary War; his early life was passed
in the State of New York, but he removed to
Ohio and died at Royalton in that State.
Mr. Selby came to Knox County in 1S34. Mr.
Elisha Barrett, who married Mr. Selby's sister
Clista, had selected a mill site on Spoon River.
Mr. Selby bought the land on which the mill
was built, and, assisted by his brother Nelson,
operated it for many years. He was also a
farmer, on rather an extensive scale, and owned
nine quarter sections of land at the time of his
death in 1868.
Mr. Selby was married at the home of David
Housh in Haw Creek Township. November 12,
1837, to Elizabeth GuUett, daughter of Joshua
and Barbara (Housh) Gullett. Joshua Gullett
was born in Delaware and brought up in North
Carolina. He was a farmer by occupation, and
settled in Washington County, Indiana, where
he was married in a block house which served
as a fort. His wife, Barbara, was a daughter
of Adam Housh of Kentucky. They came to
Maquon Township about 1840.
Five children born to Mr. and Mrs. Selby
Elisha, Mrs. Amanda Sumare now living:
mers, Mrs. Salina Clark, Henry, and Mrs. Ruth
Bigelow.
Mr. Selby was a dealer in stock, buying and
selling cattle, taking at one time a drove of
three hundred and sixty to Ohio and swimming
them across the Illinois River below Peoria
bake. He was a democrat politically, and was

a friendly, broadminded man of many good
qualities, both mental and moral, and highly respected by the community in which he lived.
Mrs. Elizabeth Selby, who survives him, is a

woman

of sterling character.

In early

life

in

Indiana she learned to weave cloth, coverlets
and carpets, and followed the same vocation
after coming to Knox County with her Uncle
David Housh. After her marriage to Mr. Selby
she lived in a double shanty made of slabs, and
later lived for two years in a frame house, and
then moved into a log cabin, at the old Selby
homestead, where she lived eight years. When
her husband went to Ohio with a large drove
of cattle, Mrs. Selby accompanied him with
their two children, and cooked for the cattle
drivers.
They returned with three loads of
cloth which they sold in Knox County, and with
the proceeds bought more cattle to forward to
the same market. After the death of her husband she managed her estate wisely, having
a large stock of horses, sheep and swine on her
numerous broad acres.

THOMAS

R.

WALTER.

Thomas R. Walter, son of John W. and Hannah (Sumner) Walter, was born September 30,
His
in Highland County, Ohio.
in Virginia, was a soldier in the

father,
War of
1812; his mother was from South Carolina. He
was third in a family of ten children: Betsey,
William J., Thomas R., Jincy, Lettice, James,
Bowater, John W., Cynthia and Richeson C.
Thomas R. was educated in the common
schools of Ohio, and came to Illinois at the age
1817,

born

of nineteen. He was married in Maquon Township, August 8, 1854, to Sarah J. Stephenson,
daughter of Edward and Mary (Keys) Stephenson, the former of whom was born in Maryland, the latter in Delaware. Sarah J. was
born in Franklin County, Ohio, September 24,
1835, and was the first of a family of six children: Sarah J., William, John, James K., Lewis
N. and Edward O. The Stephenson family settled first in Haw Creek Township and after-

ward

in

Maquon Township where

the parents

died.

Ten children were born to Mr. and Mrs. WalVianna, Mary E. (deceased), Ethzelda,
two who died in infancy, Lyman, Elnora,
Thomas Ulysses, Laura B. and Bert E. Vianna
was married to B. F. Adams of Peoria; Ethzelda was married to Frank Pickrel and died in
Haw Creek Township, June 2, 1881. Lyman is
ter:

Maquoa Township. Thomas UlysMaquon Township, and the other
three live with their mother on the old home-

a farmer in

ses lives in
stead.

Mr. Walter first purchased one hundred and
sixty acres of land which he improved with
good buildings and other fixtures, subsequently
adding to his possessions till he owned nearly
fifteen hundred acres of well cultivated land in
Knox County, besides property in Maquon. He
was Road Commissioner, and also a School Director many years. In politics, he was a repub-

He died May 28, 1897.
Mr. Walter was a good farmer and a skillful
business man; a hard worker, but an easy taskmaster; a supporter of the church, though not
a church member; a friend of education; a
good neighbor; a firm friend; a kind husband
and father; a man of integrity and honor,

lican.

"whose word was as good as
respected by

all

qualities of head

ADAMS,

his

who knew him
and

bond;" a man
for his good

heart.

WILLIAM

HENRY;

Farmer;

in Rome, New York,
educated in Knox County. His
father, Andrew Adams, was a native of Ireland;
his mother, Sarah (Coonradt), was born in
Rome, New York. His maternal grandparents
were Stephen and Jane Coonradt; his paternal
grandparents were born in Ireland. January
29, 1880, Mr. Adams was married, in Maquon
Township to Mary E. Jacobs; they have one
In religion, Mr. Adams is Orthochild, Lottie.
dox. In politics, he is a democrat.
BOOTH, JACOB; Maquon, Knox County, Illinois; was born in Penobscot County, Maine,
June 1, 1821. He was the son of Isaac and Mary
Booth. Isaac Booth was born July 7, 1792, and
married Mary Grinnell December 6, 1812. Mary
Grinnell was born April 30. 1795. He died
April 30, 1852; and his wife, April 12, 1836. She
was the daughter of Royl Grinnell, a Revolutionary soldier, under General Hull. Jacob
Booth came to Sangamon County, Illinois, in
He was
1839. and to Knox County, in 1844.
married to Malinda Housh, daughter of George
Malinda Booth
P. Housh, September 19, 1844.
was born March 17, 1821, and died June 9, 1869.
Jacob Booth's second marriage was to Edith

Maquon Township; born

January

22, 1844,

^4y^
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Martin, of Galesburg. Illinois. October 24, 1869.
She was the daughter of Martin and Lucinda
Martin. Mr. Martin died in St. Joseph. Missouri, in 1S44.
Mrs. Martin died in 1S9S, aged
nearly ninety-five years. Mr. and Mrs. Booth
have one adopted son, Frank Booth, of Abingdon, Illinois. Mr. Booth is a republican, and
He
cast his first vote for Henry Clay in 1S44.
and his wife are Christian Scientists, and are
members of the mother church in Boston; and

members of the branch church at Maquon,
and were students of Mrs. Janet T. Colman, one of Mrs. Mary Baker G. Eddy's loyal
Mr. and Mrs. Booth are faithful
workers in the cause of Christian Science.
CL.\RK, REV. NEWTON G.; Minister of the
Gospel; Maquon; born July 18, 1840, in Warren
County, Illinois. He is a son of Rev. William
M. Clark, who came to Knox County in 1833,
and in 1834 settled on the present site of Gilson, where he cultivated one thousand acres of
Three of his sons were Methodist Episland.
copal preachers. His parents came from Kentucky. N. G. Clark was educated in the common schools and at Hedding College, Abingdon,
Knox County. He entered Hedding at sixteen
years of age. August 2, 1862, he enlisted in
Company F, Eighty-sixth Regiment, Illinois
also

Illinois,

students.

Volunteers; he also served in
ty-sixth

Regiment,

charged

in

worked

when

June,

and
1865.

his
home
on
the
he
entered

Company

was

He

I,

honorably
returned

farm
till
Methodist

Thirdis-

and
1874,

Epis-

was
He
ordained
by
ministry.
Bishop Scott at Carthage. Illinois, and his
"charges" were at French Creek, Knox County;
Wataga, Knox
Sunbeam, Mercer County;
Rock River Valley. Rock Island
County;
County; Hamilton, Hancock County; Lewistown, Fulton County; Walnut Grove, Hancock
County; Cameron, Warren County; Burnside,
and Durham, Hancock County; Herman, Knox
County; North Henderson, Mercer County;
Maquon. Knox County; Victoria, Knox County;
Williamsfield and Elba Center, Knox County;
Douglas, Knox County, in 1894, after which he
retired from active service. He moved to Maquon in April, 1892. In 1896 he bought a hardware store and added a department for groceries.
Mr. Clark was married March 11, 1860,
to Anna West, daughter of Samuel and Mary A.
West, who were early settlers in Knox County.
HARPER, ROBERT HENRY; Farmer and
Stockman; Maquon Township; 6orn in Canton,
Fulton County, January S. 1848. His parents
were John and Ellen (Robinson) Harper, natives of Cumberland County, Pennsylvania; his
grandfather Harper was a native of Belfast,
Ireland and of Scotch descent. His father
came to Canton in 1846, and is now living in
Farmington in the same county. At sixteen
years of age, Robert H. Harper enlisted in the
Eleventh Illinois Cavalry, Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll commanding; he served in this regiment one year and nine months and then, until
the close of the war, was with Burnside in MisIn the Fall of 1868,
sissippi and Tennessee.
Mr. Harper came to Maquon Township. He now
copal

owns

hundred and thirty-six acres of land
engaged in shipping stock to the Chicago
September 15, 1869, he was married
A. Hunter, daughter of Judge J. M.
Robert K.,
Hunter. There are five children:
Emma E., Mary, John, Harry. In religion, Mr.
Harper is a Methodist. In politics he is a dem-

and

six

is

market.
to

Mary

He was elected Supervisor of the
ship in the Spring of 1899.
ocrat.

Town-

HOBKIRK, JAMES; Farmer; Maquon Township; born February 9, 1827, in Conobie, Scotland, where he was educated, and learned to
be a baker. His father, Robert Hobkirk, spent

four years in America and was born near Hawick, Scotland; his mother, Mary (Armstrong)
was born in Conobie. They died in Scotland.

Robert Hobkirk's father, William, was lost in
the wilds of Canada. Mary Armstrong Hobkirk's parents, William Armstrong and Fannie (Moffat) were Scotch; the former was
born in Conobie. In May, 1849, James Hobkirk was married to Jane Beattie in Scotland,
and in August reached Maquon and took up
farming, although he had previously been a
baker. He rented a farm until 18G0, when he
bought eighty-three acres in Haw Creek Township, where he raised stock.
In 1888, he moved
to Maquon where he bought five acres of improved land. Between the years 1870 and 1880,
he was twice elected Justice of the Peace, but
having at that time no political aspirations, declined to serve; he is now, however, serving his
second term in that office. He has taken a deep
interest in educational matters and was School
Director for seventeen years. In religion he
is a Presbyterian.
In politics, he is a democrat.
His wife Jane (Beattie) died February 7, 1897,
aged seventy-two years. They had two children, Mary and Martha. The former is now the
homekeeper; the latter is a teacher in Haw
Creek Township.
JONES, JOHN; Maquon; Farmer; born in
Rochester. New York, August 12, 1828; educated
in Allegheny County, New York.
His father,
Peter Jones, and his paternal grandparents,
Phineas and Hannah (Harris) Jones, were natives of Vermont.
His mother, Caroline (Fink)
was a native of New York, and her father, John
Fink, was born in the Mohawk Valley; John
Fink's wife, Sarah (Crane) was a native of EngPeter Jones was twelve years old when
land.
the family moved from Vermont to Rochester,
New York. Mr. and Mrs. Peter Jones' children
Josiah E.; Horace; John; Sarah (deare:
ceased); Walter; Catherine;
Mary A. (deceased); and Warren. John Jones came to
Knox County with his parents in 1835, and settled in Maquon, which was then a wilderness.
The nearest mill was fifty miles away, but one
was later built at a distance of twenty miles.
In August, 1862, Mr. Jones enlisted in the
Eighty-third Illinois Volunteer, and was elected
Second Lieutenant in Company G. He served
three years and came home as First Lieutenant.
He helped organize a colored regiment at Fort
Donelson. and was offered the position of Lieutenant-Colonel but declined. At Fort Donelson he acted as Adjutant General for four
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months and was then made Quartermaster of
the Post. He was a strong abolitionist, and
spoke his views fearlessly. After the war he
farmed until 1876, when he located in Maquon,
where he has been Postmaster for fifteen years.

He

spent four years in California as a miner
Mr. Jones is a Liberal in reliIn politics, he is a republican. November 2, 1854, Mr. Jones was married in Kuoxville
to Mary R. White, a daughter of John White of
Knoxville, an early settler. Five of their children are now living: Mrs. Hulda C. Penman,
Mrs. Mary W. Embick, Mrs. Kate M. Gifford,
Emma H. and Robert C. Mrs. Jones died July
5, 1888, aged fifty-one years.

and merchant.

gion.

KINSER, ADAM; Farmer, Soldier, and
Miner; born in Haw Creek Township, March 1,
1839, and educated in Maquon.
His father, Jesse Kinser, and his grandfather Elisha Kinser,
were born at Lynchburg, Virginia. Mr. Jesse
Kinser was a farmer who went to Indiana
where he married Phoebe Housh, a native of
Lawrence County, Indiana, and the daughter of
Adam Housh. Mr. Jesse Kinser came to Knox
County in 1S37 and settled in the northeast
corner of Chestnut Township. Mr. Adam Kinser was engaged in farming until his enlistment
in Company A, Fourteenth Illinois Cavalry.
After an honorable discharge at Camp Nelson,
Kentucky, December 13, 1864, he returned home
and has since been granted a pension for injuries received during the war.
In the Spring
of 18C6, he Journeyed overland to Virginia
City, Montana, his company having several
skirmishes with the Indians en route. After
six years of rough but enjoyable mining life he
returned to Knox County, but went West again
to Western
Missouri and Eastern Kansas,
where he successfully invested some money in
a threshing machine and dealt in real estate for
several years. November 27, 1872, he was married to Olive Straley at West Point. Missouri.
She is the daughter of Elias and Elizabeth
(Edge) Straley. of Virginia and Ohio, respectively.
Elias Straley kept a hotel in Indepen-

dence,

Missouri,

and then began farming in
Mr. and Mrs. Kinser
William C, Alva A., Maud
L., and Cecil K. On

and Mr. Buchanan, who was a Pennsylvanian,
that of eighty-five. Mr. Maple was educated in
a log school house, and until twenty-eight years
of age managed the old Maple farm and a large
sugar camp in Kentucky. He sold out, went to
Canton, Illinois, where he clerked for his
brother A. T. Maple for a year, when he and
John Morton bought out his brother's interest.
After a partnership of three years, Mr. Maple
purchased Mr. Morton's interest and moved to
Maquon, where, until selling his store to his
son, in 1896, ne was successfully engaged in a
general mercantile business. April 4, 1851, he
married Mary Sheaff, of Canton; they had three
children: Harriett Louise, now Mrs. Hayden, of
Henry County; Charles Fremont, of Maquon,
and Abraham Lincoln, of Hulls, Illinois. Mrs.
Maple's parents were Phillip and Harriett (Foreman) Sheaff; her grandparents were William
and Mary (Miller) Sheaff of Pennsylvania, and
her great-grandparents, who as children came
from Germany on the same ship, were Phillip
and Mary Sheaff. Mr. Maple and his wife belonged to the Christian church and for twenty
years he was Superintendent of the Sunday
school.
They have been leaders in church and
social work and he has energetically opposed
the liquor element for fifty years. He is a republican in politics, and has held nearly all
local offices.

MAPLE, CHARLES FREMONT;

Merchant;

Maquon, Illinois; born in Maquon, July, 1857,
where he was educated. His father, A. M.
Maple, was a native of Kentucky; his mother,

Mary (Sheaff), of Pennsylvania. His paternal
grandfather David Maple, and also the paternal
great-grandfather, John Maple, were natives of
New Jersey. His paternal grandmother. Mary
(Buchanan) was born in Pennsylvania. His
maternal grandparents, Phillip and Harriet
Sheaff, were born in Pennsylvania and Delaware. Mr. Maple's maternal great-grandparents,

William and Mary Sheaff, were natives of

Pennsylvania. March. 1897. in Knoxville, Illinois, Mr. Maple was married to Eva J. Chapin.
In religion, Mr. Maple is a Protestant; in poli-

Miami County, Kansas.

tics,

have
May,

OUDERKIRK. HARVEY; Farmer; Maquon
Township; born at Maquon, December 15, 1838;
educated in Knox County. His parents, Jacob
and Nancy (Waffel) Ouderkirk, were born in
New York, and came to Maquon in the Fall of
1835, accompanied by his father and their oldest daughter.
After settling on a farm south of
Maquon, they moved to Haw Creek Township,
where he died in 1882, aged seventy years. His
wife died in Missouri, in 1892, aged seventy-five.
Their children were:
Polly Ann, deceased;
Mary
widow
J.,
of
George
Thurman;
Harvey;
Charles
Salinda,
S.;
deceased;
Welman J.; Emily E., wife of Dwight Joiner;

six children:

Emma

Myrtle, Robert

the death of his father, he returned to Knox
County and has resided in Maquon since 1880.
After a short period of business life he retired
and in 1897, was re-elected Police Justice, an
office which he has filled with great tact and
ability.
In politics, he is a republican.

MAPLE, AUGUSTAS MELVILLE; Farmer
and

Merchant; born at Cabin Creek, Louis
County, Kentucky, April 9, 1819. His father,
David Maple, and his grandfather, John Maple,
were born in New Jersey, where the latter
was married to Miss Thompson.
Mr. David
Maple was married to Mary Buchanan of Pennsylvania, a first cousin of President James Buchanan. He engaged in farming in Kentucky until his death; his wife died at
her son's home in Maquon in 1856. Mr. A. M.
Maple's grandparents lived to be very old, Mr.
John Maple reaching the age of eighty-six,

a republican.

Mrs. Harriet Barbero, deceased; Martha, deJacob Ouderkirk's parents. Frederick,
a farmer in New York, and Elizabeth (Bond)
were natives of New York. Nancy Waffel's
parents were Henry and Elizabeth Waffel.
Harvey Ouderkirk was raised on a farm and had
few advantages, but by improving his opceased.

^/A ^^Mir-

K^ UX
portunities has acquired a fair education. He
was married to Sarali E. Cook, December 13,
18C2, in Haw Creelc Township.
They have four
Henry J.; Clara E., wife of Frank
children:
Briggs: Oscar B.; and Elnora E. The last two
are at home. After his marriage he settled in
a log cabin in Maquon Township, and though
his farm was a rented one and corn selling at
eight cents a bushel delivered, he succeeded in
in Chestnut Township.
He now
four farms, aggregating four hundred and
seventeen acres. November 2, 18S0, he moved to
a fine farm one and a half miles west of Maquon. He has dealt successfully in sloclv. Mrs.
Ouderkirk is a daughter of John and Hattie
(Holloway) Cook, who came to Knox County in
1848. They were members of the Methodist Episcopal church, but he afterwards joined the
United Brethren. He died in Kansas. Mr. Ouderkirk, though poor, contributed corn to the Kansas sufferers in 1860. In politics, he is a republican and has held minor ofBces.

buying land

owns

PICKREL, JESSE: Farmer: Maquon Township; born in Jackson County, Ohio, December 23, 1811; educated in the common schools.

His parents were Solomon and Anna (Griffith)
Pickrel of Virginia. They had seven sons and
seven daughters.
Jesse Pickrel was married
November 2, 1834, in .Athens County, Ohio, to
Miss Rosa Johnson, who was born August 30,
Their children are: Mrs. Sarah Ward
1816.
Mrs. Caroline Davis:
(deceased);
Jesse,
of
Knoxville; Mrs. Ann Austin; Mrs. Melissa
Baird: Milton, of Knoxville, and Douglas, who
on the homestead, in Haw Creek TownMr. Pickrel was reaied on a farm in
Ohio, and came to Haw Creek Township in
1847, where he bought one hundred and sixty
acres of land. At the time of his death he had
four hundred and sixty acres. He left the management of the farm largely to his wife, who
lives
ship.

was a woman

of rare gifts, good judgment, and
She brought up a family of sous
are exceptionally good business men, and
she takes a deep interest in the welfare of those
with whom she comes in contact. She is a
member of the United Brethren Church. Mr.
Pickrel is a democrat.

kind heart.

who

3ELBY, ELISHA BARRETT; Farmer; Maquon Township; Dorn November 3, 1839, at the
old mill-site in Haw Creek Township: educated
in Knox County. January 12, 1860, he married
Sarah E. Barbaro in Chestnut Township. They
have had eight children: Philemon B.; Mrs.
Rhoda A. Dennis; Mrs. Delia Boyington (deceased); Nelson E.; Lyman; Mrs. Floy Lawrence: Edith: and Raymond. The last two are
at home. Mrs. Selby is a daughter of Frederick and Malinda (Bartlett) Barbaro. who came
Mr. Barbaro was born
to Knox County in 18.50.
July 4. 1808, and is still living at the age of
ninety-one. Mr. Selby lives in Maquon Township, Section 2, where he has three hundred
and twenty acres of land. He has also fortytwo acres on French Creek. He has been a
farmer all his life. In politics, Mr. Selby is a

democrat.

C

UNT
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WILLIAM

SELBY,

HENRY:

Maquon;

Farmer and Stockman; born January 30, 1851,
on the old Selby homestead in Maquon; educated in Maquon and in the Galesburg Business
College. March 11, 1885, he was married to
Florence Isabel Allen, daughter of William
and America A. (Maxey) Allen, old settlers of
Knox County. Mr. and Mrs. Selby have one
He settled on the
son, William Floyd Selby.
home farm and later built a house on the northwest corner of Section 2. He has been successful
as a farmer and stock man, and now owns four
hundred acres of land. He has always been interested in fine stock, and has registered standard horses, hogs, and cattle, and has taken
premiums at various local and State fairs. His
running horses have been famous in Illinois and
the adjoining States, his horse "Izell," having
taken more premiums than any other horse in
the county.
Out of seventeen starts on the
Ohio circuit he got first money fourteen times.
On his farm, known as "Living Spring," he
has about forty head of fine horses. Mr. Selby
haa done much for the advancement of fine
stock in Knox County.
In politics, he Is a
democrat.

SIMPKINS,

GEORGE

W.; Farmer; Maquon

in Pennsylvania, December 17,
His parents, Horatio and Mary (Rice)
Simpkins, and his grandparents, Ananias and
Rachel Simpkins, came from Pennsylvania. He
was married in Haw Creek Township to Mary,
the daughter of David McCoy, an old settler in
Haw Creek Township. Their children are:
Andrew;
Anne, wife of David Barbaro;
His second marriage,
Nathan; and Henry.
July 31, 1886, was with Mrs. Elizabeth (Moore)
Pumyea, the daughter of Andrew and Margaret
Mrs. Simpkins has two
(Steinbrook) Moore.
children by her former marriage. William Allen
and Edith Pumyea. Mr. Simpkins was born on
a farm, and has always been a farmer. After
his marriage he rented a farm for two years,
one-half mile east of Maquon; he then rented
a farm of his father two miles farther east; he
then lived for five years three miles northwest of Maquon. after which he moved to
Decatur County, Iowa, where he remained one
He afterwards
year and returned in 1S59.
farmed five years in Elba Township, and fourteen years four miles wt st of Maquon. He then
removed to Section 21, where he has one hundred and fifty-seven acres of finely improved
land: he also has one hundred and sixty acres
on Section 15, and four town lots. Mr. Simpkins is a democrat. He has been a member of

Township; born
1832.

the Grange for five years.

SMITH,

HARRY

A.;

Farmer; Maquon,

Illi-

born January 15, 1868, in Fulton County.
educated in the district schools. His
father, William A. Smith, was a native of Pennsylvania: his mother, Sarah E. Smith, was born
in Illinois.
His paternal grandparents. Elijah
and Susan Smith, were natives of Pennsylvania.
His maternal grandfather. Andrew
Pinegar, was born in Kentucky. His maternal
grandmother's Christian name was Matilda.
nois:

Illinois;
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The paternal great-grandmother's family name
was Brown; that of the maternal great-grandNovember 24, 1892, at Rafather, Marchant.
M.
patee, Mr. Smith was married to Llllle
Ethel,
Norval; they have had three children:
Halsey and Nellie. In politics, Mr. Smith is a
democrat.

SWIGART, WILLIAM; Farmer and
man;

Maquon;

Ohio, August

born

15, 1822.

in

He

is

Pickaway
of

stock-

County,

German

descent.
a native of
his mother,

His father, Daniel Swigart, was
Lancaster County, Pennsylvania;
Swigart, was born in
Elizabeth (Conrad)
Greenbrier County, Virginia. Mr. Swigart came
from Marion County, Ohio, to Knox County, in
November, 1852. For a time he sent occasional shipments of grain to Chicago, but in
the grain
1862, he engaged permanently in
For many years he conducted a lumber
trade.
yard, which he now rents to other parties. In
1878, he opened a general grocery store in partnership with J. B. Boynton. which business he
In 1881, he opened the bank
still conducts.
which bears h?s name. Mr. Swigart is a member of the I. O. O. F. in Maquon, and is also
a Mason, holding membership in the Maquon
lodge, in Eureka chapter, No. 98, of Yates
City, in Knoxville Council, No. 1, and also in the
Peoria Consistory of Ancient and Accepted
Scottish Rites. He owns three farms in Haw
Creek Township and fourteen others scattered
In all he
in various townships and counties.
possesses two thousand six hundred acres of
improved land. October 21, 1847, Mr. Swigart
was married to Eliza J. McHenry, in Wyandotte County, Ohio; she died in 1861, leaving
four children: John; Jane, now the wife of O.
D. Cooke, of Hinsdale, Illinois; Daniel, now
His
living in Chicago; and Alonzo, deceased.
second wife was Susan Stewart, who was born
She was the
in Indiana, and died in 1875.

six children, of whom the survivors
Elizabeth, wife of Charles Hartsook, of
Sarah, wife of F. C. Bearmore,
and Lincoln, of Knoxville.
Mr.
Swigart was married May 16. 1876. to his present wife, Elizabeth Bull, who is a native of
Fairfield County, Ohio.
Mr. Swigart has held

mother of
are:

Haw

Creek;

Maquon;

numerous

local offices and has been Township
Treasurer since 1863. He supports the worship
of the Methodist Episcopal and the United
Brethren denominations. In politics, he is a

republican.

WALTER,

is

successful and highly
is a republican.

1869; educated in the common schools of
Maquon Township. He was married, near Gilson. July 15. 1891. to Bessie Leona Baird. daughter of Anthony W. and Melissa
(Pickrel)
Baird. of Haw Creek Township.
They have
one child, Harold Baird, born January 8, 1894.
Mr. Walter was reared on the home farm, and
received his training under the instruction of
one of the best farmers in Knox County. He
settled on a farm of one hundred and sixty
acres, to which he later added eighty acres.

respected.

Mr.

YOUNG, WILLIAM; Farmer; Maquon; son of
John and Margaret (Boyce) Young, who were
natives of Derry County, Ireland. He comes of
a Protestant family of probable Scotch extracthrough
their descent
tion, who can trace

many

centuries.
By trade, the father was a
weaver, and for seven years William colored
the cloth which his father wove. The parents
died at an advanced age in Philadelphia. William Young was married in Philadelphia,
October 12, 1847, to Elizabeth (Gilmore), daughter of Douglas and Mary (Hunter) Gilmore,
who were natives of Derry County, Ireland.
Mr. and Mrs. Young had eight children: Mary,
deceased; John; Margaret; Mrs. Martha Payton; James; Mrs. Elizabeth Swan; Mrs. Anna
Clark; and William, who died in infancy. Mr.
Young came west to Wheeling. Virginia, and
worked for three years in a foundry. In 1854,
he came to Fulton County and then to Peoria
County, Illinois. In 1856, he came to Knox
County and farmed ten years in Salem Township. After the war he bought land in Maquon
Township and is now the owner of five hundred and forty acres of good land.

SALEM TOWNSHIP.
By
Salem

lies in

County, and

L. A. Lawrence.
the southeast corner of

Knox

bounded on the east by Peoria
County and on the south by Fulton County.
The Galesburg and Peoria division of the Chicago, Burlington, and Quincy Railway crosses
it from east to west, entering in Section 12
and leaving it from Section 6; while the Buda
and Rushville branch of the same road crosses
it on a line running almost due south from
Yates City, leaving the township from Section
35.
These two branches afford Salem, perhaps,
more miles of railroad than any other township
is

county with the exception of Galesburg.
There are only a few townships that have as

in the

fine physical features

outline as this.
as Kent's

or as

Commencing

marked beauty
at a point

Mound, on Section

forty or fifty feet above the

somewhat

THOMAS ULYSSES;

Farmer;
Maquon Township, where he was born March
30,

He

Walter

irregular

ridge,

12,

common
sometimes

of

known

which

rises

level,

a

called

runs through the entire township,
from east to west, taking the name of Pease
Hill in its center and terminating at Uniontown, on Section 19, at its extreme western
"divide,"

edge.

Fine views of the surrounding country may
obtained from almost any point in this
It creates an almost continuous watershed across the township, providing the best
be

ridge.

possible natural
plete the system,

and, as if to comFrench Creek and Swab Run,

drainage;
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united, flow along almost the entire northern

border from east to west; while Littler s and
Kickapoo creeKs course through its southern
sections, the former to the west, and the latter
to the east, and both having their source at
Along these
about the township's center.
streams were, in early times, belts of good
timber, but the requirements of civilization
long ago necessitated the felling and consumpWhat now remains is but
tion of most of it.
the refuse trees and a second growth, that is
All the
falling before the farmer's axe.
settlements were made along the borders of
those streams and belts of timber.
Salem was organized under the general law
relating to townships on April 5, 1853, by an
house near
election held in a log school
Michael Egan's home, on Section 29. S. S. Buffum was chosen Supervisor; AVilliam Gray,
Clerk; J. E. Knable, Assessor; D. Waldo, Collector; T. A. Croy, G. W. Euke and J. Jordan,
Justices; M. B. Mason, A. Kent and J. E. Duel,
fast

first

Highway Commissioners; J. Taylor and D.
Waldo, Constables, and G. Christman, Overseer
of the Poor.

John Sloan has been the supervisor most frequently re-elected, having served eight terms
and others

of one year each, at different periods,
of from one to three years.

The

first

settlement was

made by Alexander

Taylor, on the northeast quarter of Section 6, in
October, 1834. He was soon followed by B'elix

and John Thurman, Henry and Avery Dalton,
Solomon Sherwood, Benoni Hawkins, William
Kent, John Darnell, John Haskins and Sala
Blakesbee, most of whom brought their families

with them.

The first birth recorded was that of little
Laura, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John Haskins,
in 1835; and the first to be joined in wedlock
were Avery and Delilah Dalton, cousins, who
were married in 1855, by 'Squire Mark Thurman. Mr. and Mrs. Dalton are yet living. The
same year occurred the first death, that of Andrew Corbin
The early

.-ettlers brought
their religious
and practice v/ith them and held prayer
meeting from time to time at convenient
places.
Their pious devotion attracted the attention of Rev. Henry Somers, who visited the
settlement in lovember. 1835, or '36, and
preached the first sermon, at the home of
William Kent, on Section 13.
The first saw mill was built by James Mason
on Kickapoo Creek, in Section 13, in 1835 or

faith
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another, a little later, by Andeison Corbin,
on the same Siream, on Section 14.
The people of Salem have shown an enlight'36;

ened public spirit in the matter of good highways, and have provided a system of good, substantial, iron bridges, set

upon firm stone abut-

ments, over all the principal streams, with
stone culverts over most of the smaller ones.
Thfe question of constructing, grading and repairing the highways, was many years ago, by
vote, left solely to the discretion of the highway commissioners. The result has been a

uniform system of grading, which, with thorough underdraining, affords the best roads obtainable on prairie soil without resort to the

Macadam

process.

Salem has an abundant supply of bituminous coal, which has been mined for local use
from an early date along the banks of the
streams skirting the north and south sides of
the township. The most productive mines are
found along the Kickapoo and Littler's creeks.
The first mining of which any record has been
preserved was successfully undertaken by Pittman and Barlow, blacksmiths, of Farmington,
Fulton County, who, in 1832, took out coal from
the soil of Section 25 for use in their own
forges. Mr. Avery Dnlton was the first to mine
to any appreciable extent for commercial purHe began operations on the same secposes.
tion three years later. Several drillings at Yates

City have developed extensive and valuable
veins, at depths varying from one hundred and
twenty-five feet upward.

Not the least important among the industries
which have helped to elevate Salem Township
to its present position

among

the foremost in

the county is that of stock-growing. Many of
the most progressive farmers make the breeding of improved varieties a special feature of
farm work. Among the prominent stock-

their

N. G. Daughmer and Son,
M. Corey, H. A. and James
Frank Runyon, A. D. Moore
and R. J. McKeighan. The efforts of these
men and others who might be mentioned have
raisers
D.

may

be

named

Corey and Son.

J.

Sloan. E. H. Ware.

resulted in elevating the standard established
for fine stock to as high a point in Salem as
will

be found in the best farming sections of

the State.

Perhaps the
condition

of

thrift,

an

enterprise and financial

agricultural

'

community

—

— as

well as the quality of its land can be best
gauged by its comparative tax assessment. As

contrasted with those of other townships, that

KNOX COUNTY.
of Salem, for 1898, was as given below. Galesburg, Ontario and Cedar townships have been
selected for purposes of comparison.
Average value of land: Galesburg Township,
per acre. $14.95; Ontario, $14.08; Salem, $12.61.
Total assessment:
Cedar Township. $554,482;
Ontario, $451,196; Salem. $442,033. The assessed
value per acre for the other townships in the
county ranges downward from the highest price
named above to $6.81 for Persifer, and the
lowest total valuation down to $229,898 for the

same township. These figures tend to demonstrate that Salem is the third township in
Knox, as regards both value per acre and total
valuation, the city of Galesburg,
being,
of
course, excluded.
By the census of 1860 the population was
given as 1,311. In 1870 it was 1,906; in 1880, it
had fallen to 1.794, and in 1890 it did not exceed
1,677.
It consists chiefly of native-born Americans.
There is also an admixture of foreign
parentage, notably of Swedish, German, ScotchIrish and Irish descent. Yet all are thoroughly,
stanchly patriotic, intelligent and industrious.
Since 1860. on all questions of national policy
Salem has been republican in its political vote
by a strong majority; but in matters of local interest the yoke of party fealty sits but lightly
on the necks of either republicans or democrats.

There are ten school districts in Salem, numbered in order to the ninth, the tenth being

The last named is located on
School Section 16. Of the ten school buildings,
two, in Districts 3 and 4, are of brick, the others
are frame. The first school house was located
on Section 13. in 1838. in what is now District
No. 1, and the first school was taught by Abiel
Drew. The second school was erected in either
the same or the succeeding year, on the southwest quarter of Section 6. It was of logs, and
had been originally put up by James Hogue for
a dwelling. Section 6 now forms a part of District No. 2. Of the ten schools, only the one in
Yates City is graded. From the County Superintendent's report for 1898 the following figures
are taken:
called Center.

Number males under twenty-one
the

years in

township

Number

331

females under twenty-one years in

the township

319

Total

650

Males between six and twenty-one in the
township
232
Females between six and twenty-one in the
township
233
"

Total

Tax

465

levy for support of schools in 1898. .$6,300.00
of school property in the township
11.600.00
Estimated value of school libraries
2,200.00
Amount paid all teachers in the township
4.601.70

Value

Every school in Salem has the benefit of a
library of greater or less size and value, which
their origin to Professor W. L. Steele, now

owe

the superintendent of city schools in Galesburg,
and the history of their establishment may be
In September, 1878, Protold in a few words.
fessor Steele, then Principal of a graded school
in Yates City, proposed to the School Board,
composed of Dr. J. D. Hoit, J. M. Taylor and
L. A. Lawrence, the organization of a school
and public library, to be under the control of
the board and open at all times to pupils of the
schools, and to the public upon payment of a

membership fee.
Tne scheme also contemplated the solicitation of donations of books
and money. The plan was adopted. A constitution and by-laws were framed, and a public
entertainment held in behalf of the project on 1 hanksgiving Day of that year, which
netted nearly one hundred dollars. The mov?ment commanded public support from the first;
the plan has been regularly and systematically
carried on; and the library has steadily grown
until now it numbers about nineteen hundred
volumes, of all classes, beside many worn-out
books, annually discarded.
Young men and
women educated here have so thoroughly appreciated its bensflcent infiuence. that, after
going out to teach in neighboring districts in
this and adjoining townships, they have carried
the spirit and plan with them, and planted
school libraries wherever they have taught.
Of the four thousand one hundred and sixtythree men who enlisted from Knox County in
the Union Army during the Civil War, one hundred and eighty-two were from this township,
distributed as follows:

One hundred and fifty-one served in various
regiments of infantry, numbered from the Seventh to the One Hundred and Thirty-second.
Forty-five were attached to the Eighty-third,
and twenty-eight in the Seventy-seventh.
Twenty-nine are credited as having served in
the Seventh, Eleventh, Twelfth and Fourteenth
Cavalry, and two in the Second Illinois Artillery.
In addition, several are known to have
enlisted in regiments from other States, notably in the Eighth Missouri Infantry, viz.:
William S. Kleckner, Frank Murphy, Frank and
Fred Hamilton, Henry Ledgerman, James
Dundas, Chester Vickery, George Frost, William Hull, William Taylor and William Reed,
besides, probably, others, many of whom have
never been credited, either to Knox County, or
to Salem Township.
James H. Walton was
probably the first enlisted man from Salem,
having joined the Seventh Infantry from
Yates City, which was the first regiment organized in 1861. A draft was ordered to complete Salem's quota under the last call for men
in 1864, and four names were drawn.
Salem's record in the war with Spain, 1898,
is an extraordinary one, the township having
furnished fourteen men out of a possible one
hundred and fifty for the whole county, the
most of whom served in Company C, of the
Sixth Infantry. The Mexican War of 1846 has
one living representative here, in the person of

-d
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R. B. Corbin, who served in the Thiiil Uuitetl
States Dragoons.
In 1S37 a postofflce was established, called

Middle Grove, near what was later Uniontown,
Heniy Merrell being placed in charge. It is
said that Thomas Morse offered a whole day's
labor to secure a letter on which the postage
had not been paid, money being then very
but his offer was refused.
Sala Blakesb°e is credited with erecting the
frame building for a barn, in 1S37, on Section 19, but it was destroyed by Are the same
scarce,
first

year.

The scales of justice were first held by William Davis, in 1S36.
The "'underground railroad" had a welldefined "route" through Salem in ante-bellum
days, and many a poor slave, fleeing for life
and liberty, had occasion to thank the "officers" thereof lor their active vigilance in his
behalf.
The moral and religious advancement of the
people has kept even pace with their material
development, as is shown by their work in the
churches and in kindred societies. In early
days, preaching services were held in school
houses, and all convenient places.
The Salem Township Bible Society Auxiliary
to the American Bible Society was organized
at the Cox school house, in District No. 6,
April S. 1S55, with the following officers:
George Reisinger, President; M. B. Mason, Vice
and
Spring, Secretary;
President: Zeno E.
Luther Goold, Treasurer. A constitution was
adopted and a depository of Bibles established.

Copies were sold, and were given to those not
able to buy, money was contributed and the
work continued regularly until ISSO, when it
lapsed until 18S5. In that year the society was
reorganized
by electing W. B. Matthews.
President; J. M. Cool, Vice President; Nettie
Secretary;
and L. A. Lawrence,
Jaquith,
Treasurer; the meeting therefor being held
in the Presbyterian Church of Yates City. The
work has continued regularly since. Its object is to place a Bible in, or within easy reach
The present
of, every family in the township.
Edwin Ekstrand; President,
officers
are:
Paul
Montgomery. Vice President; Lizzie
Speekard, Secretary; and A. J. Lawrence,
Treasurer.
Another society, of equal or greater influence, has been the Salem Township Sabbath
School Association, which was formed about
1870.
Its purpose was the establishing and
maintaining of Sabbath schools in the school
districts not under the immediate influence
of the churches. No records of its labors were
kept until 1892. Beside maintaining its home
work, it has contributed sums varying from
twenty-flve to sixty dollars annually for the
county work in the same direction. Its active
workers have been W. B. and W. W. Matthews,
Thomas Terry, L. A. Lawrence.
J. M. Cool,
Mrs. Emma Lawrence, Mrs. R. J. McKeighan
and many others, representing the various
churches. The present officers are A. J. Lawrence, President; E. Extrand, Vice President;

L'
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Miss Maud Fletcher, Secretary and Treasurer.
Township conventions are held annually.

DOUGLAS.
Douglas (formerly Summit), Salem's second
was laid out on the

village in order of date,

northeast corner of the northeast quarter of
Section No. 7 and the southeast corner of the
southeast quarter of Section No. G, by Will-

iam K. Ware, on October 17, 185G. It was surveyed by E. T. Byram. and the grant of the
and public grounds to the public
was acknowledged by Mr. Ware before William McCowan. Justice of the Peace, on November 22, 1856. It sprang into existence as
a result of the building of the old Peoria and
Oquawka Railroal. It has probably two hundred and fifty inhabitants, and has always been
streets, alleys

a lively trading point in general merchandise,
having two good general stores, excellent facilities for handling grain and stock, and a blacksmith and repair shop, and being surrounded

by a prosperous farming community.
The Methodists built a commodious house ot
worship here in 1872, which was dedicated in
July, 1873, Rev. Mr. Hill, the pastor, officiating.
A Sabbath school has been regularly maintained by the church.

*

Douglas has a two-room school, superintended at present by Mr. Mack Beale.
Camp No. 3143 of the Modern Woodmen of
America was instituted here on August 15, 1895,
with fifteen charter members and the following
officers:
J. B. Heunter, V. C; Asa M. Laughlin, W. A.; E. H. Ware, E. B.; J. E. Barnaby,
Clerk. The present officers are: W. A. Chase,
V. C; Harry Dieffendorf, W. A.; John F. Simkins, E. B.; and J. S. Hunter, Clerk. The camp
Its growth has
has a membership of sixty.
been phenomenal, and bids fair to more than
meet the expectations of its organizers.
The village has the honor of being the home
continuous residents of
of the two oldest
Salem, viz.: James and Henry Taylor, aged
seventy-four and sixty-five years respectively.
Their father, Alexander Taylor, was the first
settler, in 1834, on Section 6.

—

UNIONTOWN.
This is the oldest village in the township,
having been laid out on the west half of the
southwest quarter of Section 19, by Moses
Shinn. June 4, 1839, and surveyed, platted and
recorded by George A. Charles, June 6. 1839.
It

is

most beautifully situated, on the west-

KNOX COUNTY.
From

ern extremity of the high divide previously
mentioned, overlooliing a wide expanse of
undulating prairie. It was a point of much
importance in its earlier days, as the first survey of the old Peoria and Oquawka Railroad
passed through it, and a considerable trade

wait, Kerns,

sprung up. The first store was opened by
Luther Carey, and others soon followed.
A
blacksmith shop was opened by Jacob Booth,

the center for a large shipping business in
Until the building of the
grain and stock.

and

others.

the locating of

the depot, in 1857, there sprung up a

brisk

merchandise needed by an agricultural community.
A grain warehouse was at once established
by Buffum and Knable, and Yates City became
trade in

all

located the line about two miles further north,
and the once flourishing village declined rapidly, until, in 1869, the legislature vacated the

Santa Fe railroad through Truro Township,
twelve miles north, in 1887-89, the place drew
its patronage from a large section of country
to the north, northeast and northwest, within a
radius of twelve or fifteen miles, including the
greater part of Elba and Truro townships, and
prospered greatly. It had a good flouring mill,
built by Summers and Beeson in 1868, and a
wagon and carriage shop, by W. D. and M.
Aley, both of which were destroyed by fire in
Brick and
1887 and 1888 and never rebuilt.
tile were formerly manufactured in large quantities, but within the last year this industry
has been abandoned. A farmer's co-operative
store was opened in 1874, and fiourished until
February, 1889, when it was dissolved.
Since the building of the Santa Fe line,
trade has been more limited, but it is still a
center for a large business in general merchandise, grain and stock.
The village has ever been alive to its social

plat.

interests,

who

is yet living, and Moses Shinn, deceased.
They also engaged in the manufacture of plows
and wagons not long afterwards. Brick burning was commenced by Thomas Griggsby in
1845, and a primitive shingle machine was

operated by Elisha Van Pelt about 1843, cottonwood and black walnut being the timber most
commonly used.
The first school was kept about 1843, in a

frame building originally intended for a store,
on the corner of the public square.
Grain was ground for domestic consumption
in hand burrs in the early days, but horse
power was substituted a little later.
The village is said to have been named in
memory of Uniontown, Portage County, Ohio.

A

later survey for the railroad, in 1856, finally

YATES

CITY.

This may be called the metropolis of the
township. It is pleasantly situated in the northeast part of Salem, on the Chicago, Burlington
and Quincy Railroad, and its corporate limits
include the whole of Section 11.
It
is
surrounded by an intelligent, prosperous farming
community, and, being at the junction of the
Galesburg and Peoria and the Buda and Rushville branches of the railroad, it has the best
facilities for both travel and traflJc.
It was laid out by William and A. C. Babcock, Thomson Maple, Rufus H. Bishop, Bostwick Kent, and James Burson, on October 20,
It was surveyed and platted by E. T.
1857.

Byram, County Surveyor, and named
of Yates County,

New

York, the early

in

honor

home

of

the Babcocks.

The first business house was erected by
James Burson, on the southeast corner of Main
and Union streets, in 1857. The next store was
built by W. D. Dixon, in 1858.
The first hotel
was opened by John Sonnemaker, in the same
year. The first dwelling was put up by Isaac
West, and others soon followed, built by Stair-

and active in promoting wliatever
would tend to its welfare as the years went by.
A Harvest Home Association was organized in
1886, largely through the efforts of Mr. McKeighan, the editor of the "Banner," supported by interested citizens. The festivals of
the association have grown in interest and
popularity, until

now

their visitors are

num-

bered by the thousands, representing all communities and classes and coming from every
The andirection within twenty-five miles.
nual programs afford opportunity for oratorical,
literary and musical display, while athletic
sports, games, and amusements of every sort
form prominent features of the entertainments.
From the date of its founding, 1857, the saloon fastened itself upon the village, and clung
like a vampire until about 1875, when, through

a determined effort of the best citizens, the
groggery was driven out, and by dint of constant vigilance has been kept out, with the exthe

years

ception

of

licenses

were granted

1888

1895,

when

sale of

liquor.

and

for the

The advocates of the saloon stole a march upon
the unwary friends of .temperance, but only for
a year at a time
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The population

in

ISSO

was

six humlreil
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seventy-nine; in 1S90, six hunji-ed and eiglityseven; in 1898, six hundred and eighty-three.

Banking
"Farmers'

facilities

"

are

afforded

and "People's" banks.

private institutions.

The

by
the
Both are

named was orM. Taylor and Isaac Lamfirst

ganized in 1875 by J.
bert.
Mr. Lambert soon withdrew, and on
August 12. 1880. Mr. Taylor sold the business to
J. H. Nicholson, W. P. Parker and L. F. Wertman, who organized the Farmers' Bank, which
they conducted until 1889, when Mr. Nicholson
obtained full control. Since his death, in 1895,
his widow, Mrs. C. M. Nicholson, has conducted
the business with Charles D. North, with F. E.
Wilson as cashier. The bank has as handsome,
well-appointed quarters as can be found outside
a metropolis. The People's Bank was organized in October, 1889, by Walter Bailey and
Company. These are now deceased and the
present firm name is Harriet L. Bailey and
Company, with John W. Dixson as cashier.
Both of these institutions do a general banking and exchange business and find steady em-

ployment for

all their capital.

was opened in February,
1859, with J. M. Corey as postmaster.
The
present incumbent of the office is W. G. Lehman, whose enterprise has provided an office
with modern appointments far in advance of
those of ordinary country villages.
Yates City was chartered on March 4. 1869,
D. Touslee, W. H.
its first trustees being:
Eastman, Frank Madden, G. N. Pierce and J.
D. Roberts, Mr. Touslee being the President.
E. B. Rhea, City Clerk; W. L. Adams, Marshal;
Benjamin Kersey, Treasurer; and David Wiltse,
The present Board conPolice Magistrate.
sists of A. W. Garrison, President; F. E. Wilson, W. W. Wood, William T. Corbin and Frank
Anderson.
B. Coykindall, City Clerk; M.
J.
Knable, Marshal; Smith Rhea, Treasurer; and
T. J. Kightlinger, Police Magistrate.
It has a graded school of four departments,
that compares favorably with similar schools
throughout the county. A full English course
Prois taught, with the sciences and Latin.
fessor W. F. Boyes is Principal, with Mr. C. W.
Bird, and Misses Lizzie Spickard and Mary
Friend as teachers of the Grammar, Intermed-

The

iate

first

postofBce

and Primary departments, respectively. All

are energetic and faithful workers in their profession, and have made the school one of the

educating forces of the county. For the past
five years it has had an elementary course in

vocal music, of which Miss Minnie Ey.'rly is the
The enrollment of pupils is
present teacher.
one hundred and eighty-one, with one hundred
and sixty-three in average attendance. An im-

portant feature of the institution is its library
hundred volumes, previously
mentioned, that furnishes an inexhaustible

of about nineteen

mine

of information, auxiliary to the line of
The present school building,
regular study.
erected in 1872, is out of date and inconvenient,
but will, no doubt, soon be replaced by a more

modern structure.
The Yates City Banner, formerly the IndusBanner, was founded by A. H. Mctrial
Keighan,
first

present editor and proprietor.
appeared December 25, 1879.

its

issue

Its
It

stanchly advocated the Greenback policy during that agitation, and has vigorously championed the movements in favor of prohibition
and free silver. The Banner has always been
firmly devoted to the best interests of the community, and fearless in advocating what, in its
view, seemed best. It is independent in politics,
giving its support to those measures which it
believes to promise the best results to the
whole people. It has ever been a mortal foe
to the saloon; its motto is "hew to the line, let
the chips fall where they may."
Yates City has an excellent system of electric lighting, introduced in October, 1894.
It
obtains its power, by contract, from the Elmwood Electri" Lighting Company, of Elmwood,
two and one-half miles east, in Peoria County.
It also has a volunteer fire company and an
engine, and about one mile of vitrified brick
sidewalk.

The First Presbyterian Church was organcommittee from Peoria Presbytery,
which met November 16, 1866, in the school
house.
After a sermon by Rev. Thomas
Stevenson, an enrollment was made and
eighteen members were admitted, chiefly by
letter.
Joseph Cunningham and William B.
Matthews were chosen Elders. An election of
trustees resulted in the choice of John C. Bryson, John D. Huey and William B. Matthews.
The first pastor was Rev. John H. Smith; the
present is Rev. Donald M. Ross.
R. J. McKeighan, J. J. Matthews, J. M. Corey, C. M. Bliss
and L. A. Lawrence compose the session. With
the exception of a .ew brief intervals, regular
preaching services have been held since the
organization of the church. A house of worship costing over three thousand dollars was
ized by a

erected in 1867.

The congregation supports a

KNOX COUNTY.
flourishing Sabbath school, started in 1867 by

Walter Bailey, James Clisson, James

Mr. G. N. Pierce. Elder W. B. Matthews was
Superintendent most of the time until his
death, in December, 1890, when L. A. Lawrence
was chosen. He has discharged the duties of
the position down to the present time.
The
average annual attendance has been about
eighty, and its sessions regular.
Beside the
Sabbath school, the Ladies' Missionary Society
has been an active, vital force since its organization, about 1875.
It has been tireless in advocating and supporting the home and foreign
mission work of the church, never failing to
make a liberal monthly and annual contribuThe Young People's Society of Christian
tion.
Endeavor was organized in 1886, and has pursued its way steadily and faithfully, with good,
substantial results. Its present officers are: J.
L. McKeighan, President; George Montgomery,
Vice President; Bertha Chamberlain, Recording Secretary; Zora Conver, Corresponding
Secretary; and Giles Matthews. Treasurer.
This church has a substantial parsonage, the
gift of one of its oldest and stanchest members, Mr. James McKeighan, just before his

H. Nicholson, S. S. Buffum, T. L. Long and A.
B. Taylor, with their families.
Rev. Mr. Carney, of Knoxville, was their first pastor, fol-

death, in November, 1885.
Baptists, among whom were M. LawJames Burson, Andrew Vance, Charles
A. M. Swan and David Corley, and
their families, with Rev. A.
R. Newton as
leader, commenced a house
of worship
in
1864-65, laying the foundation and procuring
materials, when difficulties arose, and their
site and materials were sold to the Methodist
Episcopal Church, prominent among whose
members were J. M. Cool, R. F. Anderson,
Ephraim Jordan, Bostwick Kent, Sylvester
Goold, and John Foster, who took up the work,
completing the building and dedicating it in

The

rence,

Haines,

1868.

There they have held regular Sabbath
since,
usually conducted by non-

services

resident ministers, from neighboring churches.

At present the church is under the care of Rev.
Mr. Henderson, of Peoria. Its work has been
steadily strengthened
by a regular, wellattended Sabbath school, and later by a branch
of the Epworth League, organized in 1888 by
Mr. Thomas Terry is the
the young people.
present Sabbath school superintendent.
A Universalist church was organized September 1, 1866, and an edifice built the same year,
which was used conjointly by the other denominations until their own houses of worship were
completed. The first and leading members of
this denomination were:
J. E. Knable, M. B.

lowed irregularly until April 5, 1889, when,
complications having arisen, the church was
disbanded by petition and the property sold.
The following organized societies are found
here:

Yates
M.,

City

Lodge, No.

was chartered October

448,

4,

A.

1865,

F.

and A.

with eighteen

members and the following officers: S. S. Buffum, W. M.; J. E. Knable, S. W.; and M. B.
Mason, J. W. Its present officers are: C. D.
North, W. M.; J. W. Wood, S. W.; S. E. Milam,
John McKinty, Treasurer; F. E. Wilson,
J. W.
Secretary.
Its membership is forty-one.
Eureka Chapter, No. 98, R. A. M., was char;

5, 1866, with twenty-five memfirst officers were:
Benjamin KerM. B. Mason, K.; J. C. Riner, Scribe.
The present officers are: J. M. Corey, H. P.;
G. W. Johnson, E. K.; J. W. Wood, E. S.; M. W.
Thomson, C. N.; William Anderson, Pr. S.;
C. D. North, R. A. C; S. E. Milam, Treasurer;
F. E. Wilson, Secretary; W. H. Hauser, Tyler.
The chapter has sixty-five members.
Yates City Lodge, No. 207, I. 0. 0. P., was
chartered October 13, 1868, with Imri Dunn,
Benjamin Hayes, B. Bevens, A. S. Murphey and

tered October
bers.

The

sey, H. P.;

Henry Soldwell

as charter members.
Its first
Henry Soldwell, N. G.; B. S.
Benjamin Hayes, Secretary; and
Bevens, Treasurer. The present officers are:

officers

were:

Briggs, V. G.
B.

;

C. V. Bird, N.

G.;

S.

W.

Stone,

Kighttinger, Recording Secretary;

V.
J.

G.;

T.

W.

Bird,

J.

Permanent Secretary; W. A. Goold, Warden;
and J. W. Dixon, Treasurer. The present membership is thirty-nine. The lodge owns a good
hall, conjointly

with the Masons.

No. 3102, Modern Woodmen of Amerwas chartered July 25. 1895, with twentythree members and the following officers: S. P.

Camp

ica,

Hassenbacher, V. C; Charles T. White, W. A.;
John U. Conver, E. B.; Samuel E. Knox, Clerk.
At present the officers are: S. P. Hassenbacher,
V. C; M. Ellison, W. A.; Prank Christman, E.
B.; S. W. Stone, Clerk. The camp has forty-five
members, and meets in the same hall as the

Masons and Odd Fellows.
Morgan L. Smith Post, No. 666, Department
of Illinois, G. A. R., was instituted January 25,
1889, with twenty members and the following
officers: J. N. Burch, Commander; W. S. Kleckner. Senior Vice Commander; B. P. Pittiman,

WEBER A.JAQUITH.

KNOX COUNTY.
Junior Vice Commander;

W. Brown,

J. O.

Wren, Chaplain;

Day; J. B. Reed,
Quartermaster; M. W. French, Adjutant. The
present officers are:
A. Schoenberger, Commander; G. W. Golliday. Senior Vice Commander; T. C. Hand, Junior Vice Commander;
J. 0. W^ren, Chaplain; O. P. Fetters, Quartermaster; L. A. Lawrence, Adjutant. The post
has at present fifteen members.
F.

Officer of the

LOUIS

P.

ARBOGAST.

Louis P. Arbogast, son of Jesse and Susan
was born January 1, 1S44,
His father was
in Wabash County, Indiana.
born in Harris County, Virginia, to Peter and
Christina Arbogast, and his mother was born
in Baltimore, Maryland, to Henry and Susan
Stoner; his grandparents came from Germany.
Mr. Arbogast came with his parents from Indiana to Fulton County, in 1S.54, and to McDonough County, Illinois, in 1855, where his parents died. In 1865 he removed to Farmington,
(Stoner) Arbogast,

and thence, in 1870, to Salem Townwhere he located on Section 19. His farm,

Illinois,

ship,

three miles south of Douglas, contains

three

hundred and twenty acres of land, and is
known as the "Lone Birch Stock Farm." He
has been an extensive raiser of stock, principally "Short Horn" cattle and Poland China
swine.
Mr. Arbogast
nois,

February

was married
IS.

1875,

in Galesburg, Illito Esther E. Potter,

who was born in Salem Township.
ents were Norman Z. and Charlotte

Her par(Blakeslee)

Potter, both of whom died at the old homestead
Mr. and Mrs. Arbogast
in Salem Township.
have one son, Norman P., born June IS, 1882.
In politics, Mr. Arbogast is a republican, and
has held the office of Road Commissioner two

terms; he has been Assessor, School Director
and School Trustee, holding the latter offices
many years. He was a leader in the organization of the Cemetery Association, of Uniontown, and served as Trustee twenty years. He
is a dealer in all kinds of fruit, sucli as blackberries, strawberries, raspberries, prunes, apricots, peaches, pears and apples.

JAMES MADISOX HUXTER.
James Madison Hunter was born December
1811. in what was then known as Frankle-

31.

now Columbus. Franklin County. Ohio.
His parents, Joseph and Deborah (McGowan)
Hunter, married and settled in Ohio, while it
was yet a territory. His father was a native
of Pennsylvania, but his mother was from Newfoundland, Canada. The Hunter family is of
Scotch-Irish descent, and their ancestry were
Protestants. Grandfather McGowan was a solton,

dier in the Revolution.

Judge James M. Hunter was the third of five
sons, left orphans when he was but four years
old.
At the age of five he left the home of the
uncle with whom he was then living, and entered the service of a farmer by the name of

Cutler, whose land adjoined the city of
bus, Ohio.

Colum-

Judge Hunter was a self-made and selfeducated man. All the educational advantages
he enjoyed were those secured in the country
and city schools, while he was living with Mr.
Cutler. He was only seventeen years old when
he went into the business of transporting
freight from different lake ports to Dayton and
Cincinnati. In this business he continued five
years, and then, in 1833, sold out and rented a
farm two and one-half miles from Columbus.
It was March 6 of this year (1833) that he married Miss Eliza Hunter, of Madison County,
Ohio. Mrs. Hunter was born October 12, 1817.
Mr. and Mrs. Hunter remained upon their
rented farm only eighteen months, and then
removed to Union County, Ohio, where they
purchased eighty acres of land and where they
They then removed
resided for three years.
to Madison County, Ohio, and bought a farm
In lS4('i Jlr.
of two hundred and forty acres.
Hunter, with his wife and children, moved to
Illinois

and

settled in

Salem Township, where

he bought three hundred and sixty acres of
land and began to improve it. Here he lived
the remainder of his life, an active, honorable
and honored citizen of the county. For eight
years he was Justice of the Peace, and was one
of the last three Associate Justices of Knox
County. He was known far and wide, and in
the southeastern part of Knox County was one
of the best
zens.

known and most

representative

citi-

Judge Hunter died on his farm November

15,

1894, at neaj-ly eighty-three years of age.
Mrs.
Hunter died December 4, 1888, at the age of
seventy-six. They had six children, all of

whom

reached maturity:

Deborah:

Joseph;

Charles

James M.; Eliza J., wife of H. C. Mann;
and Mary A., wife of R. H. Harper.
The character that Judge Hunter builded
was far more than financial success. It is
something that will endure forever, a monument to Ills memory and an honor to his
county. In politics, he was a democrat, an<rit
R.:

is an interesting fact,
that General Andrew
Jackson received his first vote for President.

WEHER ANDREW

JA(}riTH.

Weber Andrew Jaquith, son of Nathaniel and
Prudence Jaquith, was born at Andover, Vermont, February 28, 1828. His parents w^ere of
French Protestant (Huguenot) descent, and
were born at Windsor. Vermont. Mr. W. A.
Jaquith located in Salem Township. Knox
County, Illinois, in 1854 and began farming.
He was married April 8, 1855. to Susan E. Macklin, daughter of William Macklin. an old settler of Bureau County, Illinois.
She was born
in Delaware in 1833.
Their daughter, Mrs. Nettie J. Corbin, was
born in Salem Township. January 10. 1859. She
was educated in the Farmington graded schools,
and was married, August 30. 1892. to Charles
Melvin Corbin, a grain merchant and owner of
the Yates City Elevator. Mr. Corbin was born
at Avon, Illinois, November 17, 1859, and edu-

KNOX
cated in the Yates city schools. His father was
Richard Corbin, of Ohio. Mr. and Mrs. Corbin
live at Yates City,

some

where they have a hand-

residence.

Mr. and Mrs. Jaquith accumulated a considerable fortune by industry and hard labor. They
were members of the Methodist Episcopal
Church for twenty-five years. Mr. Jaquith was
always active in church work, having been
Steward, Trustee and Class-leader.
Mrs. Jaquith, who died February 1, 1891, was

a good neighbor and friend, and a generous
contributor to the church; she was the loving
of her daughter, Nettie, who had
the care of her parents in their declining years.
Mr. Jaquith was a man of excellent character

companion
and
for
ist.

led an exemplary life. He was a democrat
many years, but later became a prohibitionHe died May 11, 1891.

LUCIUS

A.

LAWRENCE.

Lucius A. Lawrence, son of Milton and Sylvia (Atwood) Lawrence, was born at Hinesburg, Chittenden County, Vermont, June 26,
His parents moved from their home in
1840.

Hinesburg to Monkton, Addison County, Vermont, in 1841, and in 1861, came to Elba TownKnox County, Illinois. His father was a
man of strong, decisive character, and unyielding disposition, combined with a very retentive
ship,

memory. He is now eighty-three years old.
His mother was a kind and gentle woman, who
died March 25, 1857, in her thirty-ninth year.
The Lawrence family in this country is
descended from three brothers, who came from
England to the Colonies in 1666, and settled in
Massachusetts. One brother went to Connecticut, and from him has sprung the present famThe Lawrences were prominent in the
ily.
early history of New England, and representatives of the family still occupy the old homestead at Lexington, Massachusetts, where their
ancestors settled more than two hundred years
ago.

Lucius A. Lawrence's opportunities for education were confined to the district schools, and
to two terms in Hinesburg Academy, where he
studied the common English branches, rhetoric,
and algebra. He learned much, however, from
observation and diligent after-study, and now
has a critical facility in the use of the English
language, as well as a wide range of general
information.
His childhood was spent on a
sterile, unyielding farm in Vermont, and he was
taught to till the soil and care for stock. He
had few pastimes, his routine consisting of
steady hard work, regular attendance at the

common

school, at church and Sabbath school,
and to the observance of strict unswerving
obedience to his parents. After leaving school,
he farmed and taught in the district schools
of Salem and Elba townships. August 7, 1862,
he volunteered for war service, and became a
member of Company H, One Hundred and Second Illmois Infantry, which was mustered into
service at Knoxville, Illinois, September 2, 1862.
After preparatory drill, the regiment was ordered to the field, and after crossing the Ohio

C

OU N T Y
River at Louisville, Kentucky, October 1, 1862,
was brigaded with the One Hundred and Fifth
and One Hundred and Twenty-ninth Illinois Infantry, and the Seventieth Indiana and Seventyninth Ohio Volunteers.
The brigade immediately took the field, and helped to repel the invasion of Kentucky by the Confederate army
under General Bragg, going to Frankfort, and
thence to Bowling Green. The brigade was
there made a part of the Army of the Cumberland, commanded by General W. S. Rosecrans, in which organization he served until
the close of the war. His regiment was engaged
in garrison duty until the opening of the Atlanta campaign at Chattanooga. From May 2,
1864, he shared the fortunes of Sherman's army,
that brought about the fall of Atlanta September 1, 1864.
He was in the hospital from
October 30, 1864, to January, 1865, after which
he rejoined his regiment in the Carolinas, and
participated in the last campaign of the war,

the surrender of the Confederate army under
General J. E. Johnson, April 26, 1865.
He
marched to Washington, and was in the Grand
Review May 24. He was mustered out of service at Washington June 6, and discharged at
Chicago, June 15. 1865.
After the war, Mr. Lawrence again interested
himself in farming, until failing health compelled a change, and, in March, 1877, he removed to Yates City, Illinois, which is his present home. In 1882, having regained his health,
he purchased the lumber stock of W. T. Wells,
to which he added a stock of farm implements,
and managed the combined business until
January, 1899. In 1893, he purchased an interest in the People's Bank, of Yates City, which

he still owns.
Mr. Lawrence was married to Mrs. Charlotte
M. Baird, March 21, 1869. She was the daughter
of Moses and Cynthia Wheeler, who came from
Pennsylvania and settled in Knox County in
1859.
Mrs. Baird's first marriage occurred in
1861.
She had one daughter, Nora, who is the
wife of

Hugh

A. Sloan, the present Supervisor

Salem Township. Mr. Baird enlisted in Company H, One Hundred and Second Illinois Infantry, in September, 1862, and was killed in
of

battle at Resaca, Georgia,

May

15,

1864.

Five

children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence:
Alma E., born March 4, 1870, and died

March

Edwin

born December 1,
20,
1871; Arthur J.,
born September 13, 1873;
Cynthia May and Sylvia June (twins), born
March 1, 1878, and died August 16, and 21, 1878,
1891;

P.,

respectively.

Mr. Lawrence was a member of the I. 0. G. T.
from 1867 to 1872. He became a member of the
Grand Army of the Republic in 1886, since
which time he has held the position of Com-

mander or Adjutant, in Post No. 666, Department of Illinois, at Yates City. He was a member of the Baptist Church from 1857 to 1874, but

now a member of the Presbyterian Church.
In politics, he is a republican, and was elected
Supervisor of Elba Township in the years
is

1867-68-69,

and

in

Salem Township

in 1894.

He

served as President of the City Council of Yates

KN OX CO
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r V,

and when he became a member of the
church in Yates City, he was in a similar manner beneficent to that organization. Those who
were in want found in him a friend; those who
needed advice could rely upon his judgment,
and, whether in public or private lite, he was
ever ready to assist those in need of help. He
died November 15, 1885, mourned, not only by
his own family, but by the whole community in
which he lived.

City during the years 1879-80-85-86-89, having
been elected on the anti-license ticket. He has
been a. member of the Yates City School Board
continuously since 1878, and, in 18S0, he was
elected Justice of the Peace for Salem Township, and resigned in 1883.
Mr. Lawrence is one of the most prominent
men of his township, and is possessed of more
than ordinary erudition and breadth of mind,
and holds advanced and clearly defined views
regarding current events.

edifice,

J.VMES MeKEKiH.VX.
James McKeighan, son of John and Lillie
McKeighan, was born in Antrim
(Gault)
He was the
County, Ireland, June 9, 1803.
second son, and had seven brothers and three
sisters; those of the children who reached maturity, save one lost at sea, came to America
and settled in Pennsylvania, Illinois and Missouri. James learned the trade of linen weaving, at which he worked till he was thirty-two

James Hasbrouck Nicholson, son of Nicholas
and Mary (Washburn) Nicholson, was born
August S, 1808, on the "Hasbrouck Farm," MidThe
dletown, Delaware County. New York.
father was born in New York, the mother in
Connecticut. I'hey were married and settled In
Middletown, and afterward removed to Alleghany County, on the Genesee River, where
they died.
Six children were born to them:
Edward, Sarah, Elizabeth, James Hasbrouck,
Hannah and Abel S. The father of J. H. Nicholson was of Irish extraction, his great-greatgrandfather having been stolen from Ireland by
a sea captain and brought to Canada. His son,
Robert, was a royalist during the Revolution,
and, going to Canada, settled in Waltord Township, Leeds County, and died at Nicholson's

years of age, when he emigrated to the United
States, landing at Philadelphia in the year 183o.
He brought with him but a small amount of
property, but he had what was far better, the
strong faith so
integrity, perseverance and
often seen in the descendants of the old Scotch
Covenanters.
This rich inheritance from his
ancestors he brought to Pennsylvania and it
was the solid foundation of all the work of his
He arrived at Farmington,
subsequent life.
Fulton County, Illinois, in December, 1838, and
in a tew years was the owner of an eighty-acre
farm.
Mr. McKeighan returned to Ireland in the
Fall of 1847, and there, in 1848, married Elizabeth, daughter of Robert and Rachel Cunningham. Soon after his marriage he returned to
Farmington and built a log house on his farm,
which he soon replaced with a comfortable
frame dwelling. A few years later he sold his
property in Fulton County for two thousand four hundred dollars, and removed
Knox County, IlliSalem Township,
to
nois, where he purchased one hundred and sixty
acres of unbroken prairie land on Section 22.
Here, with the canny skill of the Scotch-Irishman, he made for himself and family a splendid
farm. He endured all the trials of the pioneer;
he "broke" prairie and built sod fences, and
tried to hasten the good time by helping to
grade the track for a railroad. Finally, as a
result of labor well applied, special care in
raising stock and in disposing of the products
of his farm, he became wealthy, and was able
to give good farms to his children.
Mr. McKeighan and his wife had six children, two oi whom died in infancy; the names
of the remaining four are Robert J., Rachel,
,

Mary Elizabeth and Emma.
In politics, Mr. McKeighan was a whig, but
when the republican party was organized he
entered its ranks and stood for liberty and the
union during the Civil War. He assisted in
organizing, and was a member of the Presbyterian Church at Farmington, and gave twelve
hundred dollars toward the erection of a church

JAMES HASIJKOUCK MCHOLSOX.

Falls.

Mr. J. H. Nicholson was brought up on a
farm, and attended the common schools.
He
removed to Illinois in 1842, and was a farmer
by occupation; in politics, a democrat; in religion,

King.

Universalist. He married Catherine
Their daughter, Mary S., was born in

a

Knox County, December
ried to Charles D.

cember

22, 1852,

North

in

and was mar-

Knox County, De-

22, 1875.

Charles D. North was born in Pendleton
County. Virginia. October 8. 1844; his father
was Thomas Jefferson North, of Fairfax
County. Virginia, and his mother was Eliza
(Henkle) North, of Pendleton County. Virginia;
his grandparents on the father's
side
were
George North, of England, and Eliza (Keyes)
North, and on the mother's side, Jesse and Margaret (Mosier) Henkle.
The children of Mr.
and Mrs. North are: Ada H., born September
15, 1877; Ralph M., born August 20. 1879; Earl
J. H.. born January 25. 1881; Carl C, born Mav
25, 1882; Harold E., born July 25, 1884; and
Elsie L., born June 9, 1889. Mr. North came to
Yates City in 18C6. and followed carpentering
He has also been a banker
for several years.
about twelve years. He is a member of Yates
City Lodge. No. 448, F. and A. M.; Eureka Chapter No. 98 R. A. M.; O. E. S. No. 256; and Galesburg Commandery No. 8. He was initiated into
Lodge No. 448 in 1868. and for three years filled
the office of Worshipful Master, each year representing his lodge in the Grand Lodge of the
The Royal Arch degree he received at
State.
Eureka Chapter No. 98, in which, for fourteen
years, he served as Royal Arch Captain.
He is
also a member of Council and Commandery, the
former at Yates City, the latter at Galesburg,
Illinois, having been made a Knight Templar

KKOX COUKTY.
at Galesburg

Commandery, No.

8,

in 1892.

Both

Mr. and Mrs. North are charter members of the
Order of the Eastern Star at Yates City, instituted in 1893, in which they have served in
prominent positions. Mr. North has a home
farm of four hundred acres, and has an orange
grove in Florida. He was a soldier in the Confederate Army under Fitz Hugh Lee,
Virginia
Cavalry.
F, Sixty-second

Company
George

North, grandfather of Charles D., was colonel
He had a family of
in the Revolutionary War.
four sons and six daughters. Thomas Jefferson
North, one of the sons, and father of Charles
D., was born at Charleston, Virginia, and was a
millwright by occupation. He came to Illinois
in 1870, and settled in Yates City, where he died
December 5, 1891, aged ninety-three years and
five months.
Mrs. Thomas Jefferson North is
now living (1899), being ninety-four years of
age.

James H. Nicholson was one of the prominent Free Masons of Yates City.
He was
Initiated in Elmwood Lodge, and was a charter

member of Yates City Lodge, No. 448; a member of Chapter No. 98, and also a member of the
Scottish Rite, thirty-second degree, in Peoria,
Illinois.
He died May 31, 1893, and "over his
remains were repeated the beautiful ceremony
of the order he loved so well."
BIRD, WILLIAM
BENJAMIN; Farmer;
Salem Township; born in Canada, November
10, 1850;

educated in the

common

schools.

His

parents, Stephen and Ann Bird, were born in
Ireland, as was also his maternal grandfather,
William Bird. Stephen Bird came to Canada
when a young man. and thence to this country,
August 16, 1864, and now lives in Yates City,

Mr. W. B. Bird came
at the age of eighty-two.
to Elmwood, Illinois, in 1864, and has lived
since then in that vicinity, except three years,
when he was in the West. September 18. 1878,
he was married in Salem Township, to Mary E.
Bliss; she was born August 16, 1860, and is the
daughter of C. and Angelina (Smith) Bliss, both
of whom are now living in Y'ates City.
There

Arthur L., born May 5,
are three children;
1881; Harlem W., born October 18, 1884; Forrest
W., born June 1, 1892. In religious belief, the
family are Methodists. In politics, Mr. Bird is
a republican.

BLISS, CLARENCE M.;
Farmer; Yates
Salem Township; born in Peoria County,
August 17, 1857; educated in Y'ates City. His
father, Cyrus Bliss, was born in Chautauqua
City;

County, New York, May 23, 1834; his mother,
Angeline (Smith) Bliss, was born in Indiana
County, Pennsylvania, July IS, 1833.
Cyrus
Bliss' parents were Zenas Bliss, born in Vermont, in 1765, and Mabel (Gillt) Bliss. Mrs.
Cyrus Bliss' parents were Elijah and Susan W.
(Brown) Smith. February 8, 1883, Mr. Bliss
married, in Salem Township, Ella B. Carroll;
of this union there are three children:
Walter
C, born March 21, 1886; Herbert G., born
August 12, 1888; and Angle May, born February
Mrs. Bliss was born in Knox County,
28, 1894.
October 25. 1861, daughter of William and Jane
(Lucas) Carroll, both of whom are still living

at Middle Grove, Fulton County, Illinois. Mr.
Bliss has a farm of two hundred and eighty
acres, with fine Duildings, on Section 13, Salem
Township, one and one-half miles southeast of
He and his wife are members of
Y'ates City.
the Presbyterian Church, of which Mr. Bliss is
an Elder and Trustee. He has held the office of
In
School Director for a number of years.
politics, he is a republican.

BLISS,

CYRUS;

Retired

Farmer;

Yates

City, Salem Township; born May 23, 1834,
in Chautauqua County, New Y'orii; educated in
the common schools. His father, Z. G. Bliss,
was born May 12, 1793, in Shaftsbury, Vermont;
his mother, Mabel (Gillett), was born in Hartford, Connecticut, July 3, 1798; they died at
Princeville, the former, December 25, 1868, the
Z. G. Bliss' parents were
latter, June, 1882.

Zenas and Sarah (Auton) Bliss, the former born
February 25, 1855, Mr.
in Vermont, in 1765.
Cyrus Bliss married Angeline J. Smith in Knox
County, Illinois; she was born July IS, 1833, in
Indiana County, Pennsylvania, and was the
daughter of Elijah and Susan M. (Brown)
Smith, who came to Salem Township in 1851;
her father died in April, 1S78; her mother died
June 17, 1899, in Farmington at the age of
Mr. and Mrs. Bliss have six chileighty-five.
Luther A., born March 25. 1856; Clardren:
ence M., born August 17. 1857; Olive V., born
May 9. 1859; Mary E., born August 16, 1860;
William S., born April 30, 1864; and Lillie B.,
born March 14, 1867. Mrs. Bliss is a member
Mr. Bliss came
of the Presbyterian Church.
from New York to Illinois with his father,
May 24, 1837, and settled in Hallick Township,
Peoria County, in 1838. January, 1847. they removed to Stark County, near Lawn Ridge. In
coming from Chautauqua County, New Y'ork,
his father floated down the Alleghany and Ohio
rivers to Cincinnati upon a raft of lumber
which he had made with a house upon it; he
sold the lumber and took a steamer to Peoria
by the Ohio, Mississippi and Illinois rivers.
Mr. Cyrus Bliss came to Salem Township in
1853, where he has since been a resident, excepting three years, when he was in Peoria
County. He owns a farm of seventy acres on
Section 24, Salem Township; one in Peoria
County of one hundred and forty-seven acres,
and a house and lot in Y'ates City. In religion,
he is a Presbyterian; in politics, a prohibitionist.

Wagon and Carriage busiborn November S,
County. Ohio; educated in the
common schools. His father, George Carter,
was born in Gallia County. Ohio, and died in
Ohio at the age of eighty-tour. His mother,
Phebe (Ripley) who also died in Ohio, was born
in New York; her father. Joshua Ripley, a Bap-

CARTER,

D. M.;

ness;

Salem

1838,

in Gallia

Township;

tist minister, was a native of New York State.
George Carter's father, John, was born in Shenandoah Vale, Virginia, and lived to the age of
ninety-seven. December 8, 1868, Mr. Carter
married Miss L. J. Boggs in Abingdon, Illinois;
she was the daughter of Elliott and Elinor (McCoy) Boggs, who came to Abingdon in 1864.

KN UX
Mrs. Carter was born in Nicholas County, West
Virginia, October 20, 1841. Botli her parents
are deceased; the father died at the age of seventy; the mother, at the age of eighty. Three
children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Carter: Etha
B., born September IS, 1869; Myrta L., born July
10, 1873, died April 10. 1894; Earl M., born June
Etha B.. graduated at the Chicago
23, ISTl!.
Musical College; she married Dr. H. J. Hensley; Earl M. is a graduate of the Illinois School
Mr. Carter was a solof Dentistry at Chicago.
dier in the late Civil War. a sergeant in Company P, One Hundred and Forty-fourth Ohio Infantry. He worked for the government in building and repairing ambulances and wagons until
Lee's surrender.
He is a member of the G. A.
has been a member of the
R., Yates City;
Board of Aldermen several terms; was manager
of a co-operative store in Yates City, Illinois,
for about ten years; U. S. storekeeper at Peoria
under Julius S. Starr for five years; and now
holds the office of Township Treasurer. In politics, he is a republican.
CHAMBERLAIN, F. H.; Farmer and Furniture Dealer; Salem Township; born December
29. 1847, in Clinton County, Ohio; educated in
Clinton County common schools. His father,
John, was born in New Jersey; his mother,
Mary Jane, who is now living in Viana. Clinton
County, Ohio, was born in Virginia. John
Chamberlain's parents, William (who was a
sailor) and Elizabeth, were born in New Jersey.
Mary Jane Chamberlain's parents, Hadon and
Elizabeth (Smithson), were born in Virginia.
December IS, 1S79, Mr. Chamberlain married
Charlotte M. West, in Galesburg; they have
three children:
Bertha M., Edith W., and Glen
H. Mrs. Chamberlain is the daughter of Isaac
N. and Charlotte M. West; she was born in
Salem Township December 4, 1861; her father
was a large landov/ner. Mr. Chamberlain came
to Illinois, in 1872, and farmed for a number of
years; then went into livery and harness business; later in the grocery business; and now
has a furniture and undertaking establishment:
he also carries a large stock of wall-paper,
paints and oils. He is a member of the I. O. or
He has been
O. J"., Lodge No. 360, Yates City.
Constable for the town of Salem, and also School
Director. In politics, he is a republican.

FAULDS, WILLIAM HILL; Merchant; DougSalem Township; born in Renfrew County,
Scotland, December 7, 1856; educated in Glasgow. His father, John Faulds, was born at
Renfrew, Scotland, and died at Kankakee in
1895.
His mother, Jennett (Hill) Faulds, was
born in Scotland; died in 1862. Her father,
William Hill, was born in Scotland. March 13,
1892, Mr. W. H. Faulds married, at Galesburg,
Sarah, daughter of Abraham and Magdaline
Warfield; she was born December 17, 1860.
There was one child, Arthur Albert, born May
las;

Mrs. Faulds
24, 1S93; died October 27, 1893.
died in Chicago December 21, 1894. Her mother
resides at Maquon. John Faulds located in

Vermillion County, Illinois, in 1862. where he
bought a tract of land and engaged in mining,
continuing in the business until 1870. Mr. W.

U

{-'

i\ 'r

Y

H. Faulds came from Scotland in 1SC6. In 1888
he started in the mercantile business with Mr.
Hubbard; he is now sole owner of the business,
and has a very large trade. In politics, he is a
democrat, and has been deputy Postmaster at
Douglas. He is a member of the Presbyterian
Church.
GARRISON, ARWINE; Farmer and Liveryman; Yates City, Salem Township; born January 10, 186S, in Clinton, Ohio; educated at
Blanchester, Ohio. His parents, James and
Susanna, were natives of Ohio, the former of
Clinton County, wnere he now lives, the latter
of Brown County. James' father, Arwine, was
a native of New Jersey. Susanna Garrison's
parents were Peter and Nancy Rude, the latter
born in Cincinnati, the former near that city,
July 8, 1S89, Mr. Garrison married Rosabell
Girton in Westborough, Ohio, where she was
born June 11, 1870; she was a daughter of John
and Edith Girton. Her father died in 1889; her

She is
is still living at Westborough.
member of the Methodist church. Mr. Garrison was brought up on a farm, and started in
the livery business February 27, 1894. In politics, he is a democrat.
GOOLD, SYLVESTER S.; Farmer; Yates
City, born June 6, 1855, in Salem Township.
His father. William, and his grandfather Sylvester F., were born in Rutland, Vermont. His
mother, Mary E. (Corbin) was born in Ohio;
her parents were William and Mary E. (McGinnis), Corbin who were born in Virginia. November 14. 1875, Mr. Goold was married, in Yates
City, to Mary E. Knable, who was born ia
Salem Township May 6, 1852; she was the
daughter of John E. and Mary N. (Clark) KnaNine chilble, both of wnom are now dead.
dren were born to them: C. C, born October
26. 1876; Evart, born December 23, 1878, died
born
July 15,
Rosco,
W.
J.
January 10, 1879;
1881; Lottie B. born March 14. 1883; Edison R.,
born June 28, 18S5; Sydney S., born March 28,
Mary L., born September 7, 1889;
1887;
and
1890;
August
23,
born
M.,
Carrie
Susie M., born May 12. 1893. Mrs. Goold
taught school for several terras in Salem
Township. She died November 2, 1897. Mr.
Goold owns about sixty-seven acres of land. He

mother
a

is

a

ca,
is

member

of the Modern Woodmen of AmeriIn politics, he
3102. Yates City.

Lodge No.

a republican.

HALL, CYRUS M.; Farmer and Merchant;
Yates City. Salem Township; born April 6, 1833;
educated in the common schools. His father,
Chaney Hall, was born in Vermont; his mother,
Sarah (Richards) Hall, was born in Ohio. H's
paternal grandparents. Samuel and Silence Hall,
were born in Vermont. His maternal grandfather, Joshua Richards, was born in Pennsylmaternal grandmother, Rachel
his
vania;
(Clary) Richards, was born in Maryland. Mr.
Hall's first wife Rhoda A. Sherman, was born
July 3. 1834; died January 29, 1894. They had
one child, Cyrus Elmer, born January 28, 1856.
Florence E. Winslow, a grandchild, lives in
Lincoln. Nebraska: she has one child. Sylvia
Eileen, born May 26, 1899. November 8. 1891,

KNOX COUNTY,
he married, in Galesburg, Mrs. Lyda M. Buffum,
who was born August 24, 1S44, in New York;
her parents were James and Sarah J. Jobes; her
first husband was Matthew Buffum, a farmer,
who was born in 1831, and died in 1891; her
mother is living, aged eighty-nine. Mr. Hall
has been Supervisor. Justice of the Peace, AsHe conducted
sessor, and Road Commissioner.
a hotel at Galesburg, and at Lincoln, Nebraska.
In early life he was in the Mercantile and Agricultural Implement business. In 1856 he originated a cultivator, which is very extensively
used at the present time. In politics, he is a
republican.

HENSLEY, H. J.; Physician and Druggist;
Yates City, Salem Township; born in Hurman,
Fulton County, Illinois, June 21, 1863. His
father, John Wesley Hensley, was born in Kentucky, October 9, 1835; settled in Fulton County,
in 1854, removing to Yates City in 1864, and is
now a practicing physician in Peoria, Illinois.
His mother, Elizabeth, was born in Vermont.
His grandparents, Evans and Anna Hensley,
were born in Kentucky. In February, 1889, Dr.
Hensley married Etha Carter in Yates City;
they have two children: Lucile C, born February 25, 1891; and Myrta E., born December 25,
Mrs. Hensley was born in Yates City,
1894.
September 8, 1878; she was a daughter of David
M. and Lavinia Carter, who are both living in
Yates City; she Is a member of the Eastern
Star.

In

she is a Methodist. Dr.
a graduate of Rush Medical College;
of the Masonic Order, Lodge
Yates City, Eureka Chapter, NumHe has been President of the City
religion,

Hensley
he is a

member

Number

44S,

is

ber 98.
Council, and was Postmaster from 1892 to 1896.
In politics, he is a democrat. Besides his practice as a physician, he has a flourishing business as druggist.

HOWELL, LORENZO,

D.;

Farmer;

Salem

Township; born

in North Carolina, October 15,
His parents, David and Catlein (Everitt)
Howell, were born in North Carolina and died
there.
Mrs. David Howell's father, Daniel, was
born in Ireland; her mother, Mary, in Scotland.
Mr. L. D. Howell was educated in the common
schools.
February 17, 1876, he was married, in
Galesburg, to Mary M.,- daughter of Levi and
Mary Ann Stair; she was born September 29,
They have five
1856, in Wayne County, Ohio.
children:
Mary Alberta, born March 11, 1877;
Lulu, born August 25,
Nora, born
1880;
August 16, 1887; Lorenzo Everitt, born June 3,
1893; and William J. Bryan, born August 11,
1896.
Mr. Howell came to Peoria in 1865. He
1S47.

owns

a farm of two hundred and five acres
(Section 27), and has forty-three cattle and
eleven horses. He is a member of A. P. & A.
M., Lodge No. 194, Farmington; in politics, he
is a democrat.
He and his father were in the

Confederate army. Company C, Third North
Carolina Volunteers.
His father was in the
Mexican War; and his maternal grandfather
in the War of 1812.
HUNTER, JOSEPH;

was

Farmer; Salem Town-

ship; born October 11, 1838, in Madison County,
Ohio. He came West with his father in 1846,

and was reared on the Hunter homestead, where
he now resides. February 16, 1860, Mr. Hunter
was married in Knox County to Rebecca
Webb. They had eight children: Mrs. Florence M. Cramblet, deceased; Grace G., who died
at the age of six; James M., who died at the
age of eighteen; Joseph Edward, who married
Mattie Johnson; Frank S., who married Millie
Craig; Mrs. Mary B. Jobes, deceased; Mark L.
and Hugh S., are teachers in Knox County
public schools. Mrs. Hunter died May 4, 1883,
at the age of forty-seven. Mr. Hunter is a democrat and has been School Director for twentyfour successive years and Assessor nine terms
in a republican township.
He is a member of
the A. F. & A. M. fraternity, Yates City Lodge
448, also of Eureka Chapter, of Yates City, 93.
KENNEDY, LOREN; Farmer and General
Grocer; Salem Township, where he was born
September 25, 1854; educated in the common
schools.
His father, Jacob Kennedy, went
from Maryland to Ohio, and from there removed
to Salem Township in 1846, where he followed
farming until his death in 1891. His mother,
Mabel (McDougall), was born in Ohio; died in
1873.
October 30, 1877, Mr. Loren Kennedy

married Laveny Howsher

in Salem Township;
are five children:
Grace Mabel, born
14, 1880; William E., born January 12,
1882; Mertie N., born in May, 1884; Murial, born
in June, 1887; Frankie, born in 1891. Mrs. Kennedy was born in Iowa in July, 1860. Her par-

there

March

were William and Sarah (Merchant)
Howsher.
She is a member of the Baptist
Church. Mr. Kennedy farmed until 1892, when
he went into the general merchandise business.
He is an Odd Fellow, and a member of the
Modern Woodmen of America. In politics, he
is a democrat.
KIGHTLINGER, T. J.; Yates City; born in
Elba Township, Knox County, Illinois, July 28,
1840; educated in the common schools.
His
parents, Jacob and Maria A. (Berfield) Kightlinger, were born in Crawford County, Pennsylvania; Jacob was born November 16, 1800,
died July 18, 1887; Maria A. was born March 30,
1806, died July 16, 1886.
His paternal grandfather was Isaac Kightlinger. Mr. T. J. Kightlinger's first wife, Margaret Peck, was born in
Pennsylvania in 1850. There were four children:
Harley C, born March 22, 1869; Gertrude F., born June 3, 1871; Walter L., born
January 8, 1874; Lura G., born June 10, 1876.
In 1885 he married Salina Shaffer in Galesburg;
Major McKee performed the ceremony. Mrs.
Kightlinger was born in Ohio, 1841; she is a
member of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and
has been a teacher in the public schools. Mr.
Kightlinger left his farm in 1881 and moved to
Yates City, where he has been City Marshal
two terms; member of the City Board two
terms; and Justice of the Peace and Police
Magistrate twelve years. He is a member of
the I. 0. O. F., Lodge No. 370, Yates City. He
has always taken a prominent part in politics,
and has been delegate to county and State conventions. He has practiced law in justice
courts and acts as collection agent for the sale
ents

KNOX COUKTY.
and rental of town and other
religion, he is a Lniversalist.

properties.
In
In politics, he Is

a republican.

KNOX, JOSEPH;

Retired

Farmer;

Yates

E., born August 17, 1871.
Mrs. Knox is
of the Methodist Episcopal church,
of the society of the "White Ribbon."
Mr.
Knox came to Peoria County in the Fall of 1850.
He owns a farm in Iowa of two hundred and
seventy-seven acres. He has been a member
of the Grange. He is a member of the Method-

Samuel

member

and

ist

Episcopal church.

In politics, he

is

a popu-

list.

LOWER, ROBERT

A.;
Merchant; Salem
11, 1844; educated in the
His father, Jacob Lower, was
born in Pennsylvania in 1812; his mother, Mary
(Cavins) Lower, was bcrn in Mt. Vernon, Ohio;
his grandfather, Johann Lower, was born in
Germany. Mr. R. A. Lower enlisted in Abingdon October 22, 1S61. Company K, Fifty-fifth

Township; born April

common

educated in

parents,

were

City, Salem Township;
born September 29,
1824, in Marshall County, West Virginia; educated in the common schools. His father,
James Knox, was born in Fayette County, Pennsylvania, in 1798, and died in 1842; his mother,
Margaret (Robinson), was born in Marshall
County, West Virginia; her father, William
Robinson, was a native of Ireland. March 15,
Mr. Knox was married in Marshall
1849,
County, West Virginia, to Mary A., daughter of
Brice and Sarah (Rush) Blair. Ten children
were born to thenj: George M., born December
15, 1851; William L., born May 28, 1854; Brice
Blair, born August 7, 1855; Frank, born October
2,
1857; Joseph P., born September 24, 1860;
Sarah M., born May 27, 1862; Charles Lincoln,
born November 4, 1864; John M., born February
16, 1868; Oscar B., born August 12, 1869; and

a

Haw Creek Township. Hia
Benjamin and Sarah (Mapps) Ramp,
born in Hopewell, Lancaster County,
Pennsylvania, the former, November 20, 1815,
the latter, September 18, 1819; Benjamin died
March 17, 1891; Sarah died March 25, 1891.
ville;

schools.

Volunteers, and participated in the battles of
Pittsburg Landing; Shelby Station; Chickasaw
Bayou: Arkansas Post; Haines Bluff; Champion Hills; Vicksburg: Missionary Ridge; Dalton, Georgia; Dallas, Georgia; Kenesaw Mountains; Atlanta; Ezra Church; Siege of Atlanta,
and Jonesborough, Georgia. He received a
medal for conspicuous gallantry at the siege of
Vicksburg, and was discharged at Chattanooga,

Tennessee, October 31, 1864. March 10, 1809, he
was married at Elm wood to Rachel A. Smith;
there are five children:
Alfred B., born June
20, 1871; Albert E., born March 8, 1873; Mary
E., born November 10, 1877; Ruth A., born April
23, 1879; and Harriet E.. born April 5, 1882.
Mrs. Lower was born in Eaton, Ohio, June 2,
1844.
Her father, G. W. Smith, is now deceased; her mother, Mary (Austin) Smith, is
living in Elmwood, Illinois. Mr. Lower came
with his parents to Salem Township in 1844.
He belongs to the Grand Army of the Republic;
was elected Mayor of Yates City in 1888. 1893
and 1837; and was Supervisor of his township
He engaged in the mercantile
in 1895 and 1896.
business in 1869 and has been very successful.
In politics, he is a democrat.
RAMP. SAMUEL: Faimer; Yates City, Salem
Township; born November 11, 1850, in Knox-

March 30, 1873, Mr. Samuel Ramp married, in
Kuoxville, Illinois, Sarah A., daughter of J. T.
and Cyntha Ferguson Jacobs; there were six
children: Benjamin Franklin, born January 17,
1874, died January 18, 1878; Cyntha May, born
June 3, 1877; Thomas L., born April 19, 1879;
Lena Grace, Dorn December 15, 1881; Laura
Agnes, born March 10, 1885; and Fred Earnest,
born January 10, 1891. The surviving children
are all at home. Mrs. Jacobs. Mrs. Ramp's
mother, died April 10, 1876; Mr. Jacobs lives in
Ionia. Kansas.
Mr. Ramp lived in Truro Township twenty years, then came to Yates City,
November 1, 1893. He owns four hundred and
seventy acres of land in Truro Township (Sections 32 and 33) and eighty acres east of Yates
He also owns a
City, with very fine buildings.
fine brick dwelling and seven building lots in
Yates City, and a modern residence and three
parents
came to
Elmwood.
Mr.
Ramp's
lots in
In politics, he is a republican.
Illinois in 1848.

RAMP, WILLIAM; Farmer;
Salem Township; born October 4,

Yates

City,

1841, in

Cum-

berland County, Pennsylvania; educated in the
schools.
His parents, Benjamin and

common

Sarah (Mapps)

Ramp were

born in Cumber-

land County, Pennsylvania; the former, November 20, 1815; the latter, September 18, 1819.
The father died March 17, 1891; the mother,

March 25, 1891. Benjamin Ramp's parents,
William and Elizabeth (Herbling) Ramp, were
natives of Germany. Sarah Mapps father,
John, was born in New Jersey. William Ramp's
first wife was Hannah Jane Richmond, born in
Her parents were Ed1842, died June 28, 1868.
ward and Clarissa (Cook) Richmond. She was
a member of the M. E. church. Of this union,
Alice Jane, born
there were three children:
March 30, 1861; David E., born July 26, 1865;
and Hattie Ella, born February 6, 1868. His
second wife was Susan Welty, daughter of
Henry Welty of Knoxville. She died in 1879;
she was a member of the Presbyterian church.
Of this union there were three children: Cora
and Clarence, born June 27, 1871; Luie, born
January 10, 1875. He married his present wife,
Octava L. Fravel, in Knoxville, April 6, 1881;
Herbert L.,
four children were born to them:
born April 3, 1882; Mary Agnes, born November
8, 1883; Willie D., born July 14, 1887; and Carrie
Maud, born April 12, 1889. The present Mrs.
Ramp, daughter of James and Mary (Hendricks) Fravel, was born in Louisiana, January
She is a member of the Presbyterian
31, 1853.
church. Both the parents are dead. Mr. Ramp
came to Illinois, with his parents in the Fall
of 1848. His father settled in Haw Creek Township, where he accumulated a large property,
about two thouoand acres of land, valued at
Mr. William Ramp lived for a time
$100,000.00.
in Persifer and Truro Townships; he spent two
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years in Kansas, and resided for a time in Louisiana.
He now lives on his eiglity acres in
Salem Township, and has one hundred and
fourteen acres in Elba Township. He is a
member of Masonic Lodge, No. 448, Yates City,
and has been School Director a number of years.
In religion, he is a Presbyterian. In politics, he
is an independent.

RUNYON,

F. J.; Farmer; Salem Township;
1858, in Milbrook Township,
educated in the common
His father, J. C. Runyon, was born in
Indiana, November 28, 1825, and lives with him;
his mother, Nancy S., was born April 22, 1829,
in Preble County, Ohio; died in 1884.
Her parents, Joseph and Rachel (Hull) Smith, were
born in Rockbridge, Virginia. J. C. Runyon's
parents, Finus and Dorcas Runyon, were born
in Kentucky.
November 22, 1882, Mr. F. J.
Runyon was married in Peoria to Ethel, daughter of John and Merilla (Krisler) Bridson; she
was born in Milbrook Township, Peoria County,
January 22, 1863; her mother lives at Laura.
Mrs. Runyon is a member of the Presbyterian
church. There are three children:
Pearl M.
and Earl B., born May 3, 1SS4; Alwikla, born

born

June 22,
County;

PeOria

schools.

May

died December 27. 1893. Mr. Runmember of the I. O. of 0. F., Lodge No.
Elmwood; Knox Encampment, No. 163;
A. F. & A. M., Lodge No. 448, Yates City; Eastern Star, Yates City; Modern Woodmen of
America, and Alpine Camp, at Elmwood. He
went to Kansas where he lived about four years,
and was engaged in the Agricultural Implement
business. November 25, 1887, he came to Salem
Township and settled on Section 12, where he

yon

20, 1890,

is

a

102, at

has a good farm of ninety-seven acres, between
Elmwood and Yates City. He is a breeder of
pure Chester wnite hogs, and has taken a number of first premiums. In politics, he is a republican.

SLOAN, HUGH A.; Farmer; Yates City,
Salem Township, where he was born May 19,
1858; educated in the district school.
His parents, John and Mary Sloan, were born in Ireland.
March 22, 1883, he married, at Yates
City, Ida E. Baird, who was born in Elba Township, June 1, 1861; there are two children:
Jessie May, born December 15, 1885; and John,

born August
killed

in

the

Mrs. Sloan's father was
Rebellion. She has
Mr. Sloan is Super-

26, 1889.

War

of the

been a teacher of music.

visor for Salem Township; he was Road Commissioner nine years, and School Director for
several terms. He has about five hundred and
fourteen acres of land. He is a member of the

Modern
3102,

Woodmen

Yates City.

of

America,

In politics, he

is

Lodge

Mrs. Sarah Sloan came to America
in Ireland.
in 1854; her husband John Sloan, in 1850. They
were married in Davenport, Iowa, June 13,
1854; there were seven children; Mary, born
July 30, 1856; Hugh Allen, born May 19, 1858;
Sarah Ann, corn December 18, 1861; Susan
Jackson Kell, born October 7, 1865, died July 27,
1879; James, born January 9, 1870; John, born
October 8, 1872, died July 27, 1879; and Jessie,
born January 18, 1877, died August 1, 1879. Mary
Sloan married Dr. Hensley, and lives in Peoria;
Hugh married Elnora Baird, and is Supervisor
of Salem Township; Sarah married E. H. Ware,
and lives in Douglas; James resides at home
with his mother, and manages the farm. Mrs.
Sloan's husband was an engineer and surveyor
lor the Chicago, Burlington and Quincy Railroad, from Burlington to Peoria, and, after the
road was built, he bought a farm in Salem
Township. He owned about eight hundred
acres of land. He was Supervisor a number of
years; was a member of the Legislature, and

was a distinguished representative of his district.
He was a Free Mason. He died in April,
1889.
In religion, he was a Presbyterian.
STECK, R. R.; Farmer; Salem Township;
born in Westmoreland County, Pennsylvania,
November 12, 1851; educated in the common
schools.
His parents, S. F. and Isabella (Jack)
Steck, were born in Westmoreland County,
Pennsylvania, the father, November 22, 1822,
the mother, September

27, 1818; Mr. Steck is
living in Elmwood; Mrs. Steck died in
Peoria County in 1885. Mr. R. R. Steck's paternal grandfather was Simon Steck; his maternal
grandparents were Samuel and Nancy (Porter)
Jack, who were born in Westmoreland County,
Pennsylvania. November 1, 1876, Mr. Steck
was married in Salem Township to Elizabeth,
daughter of James and Elizabeth (Cunningham) McKeegan. Mrs. Steck's parents came
from Ireland, and first settled in Fulton County,
where Mrs. Steck was born February 14, 1854;
Mr.
in 1855, they removed to Salem Township.
and Mrs. Steck have five children; Isabell E.,
born August 29, 1878; Edith R., born September
12, 1879; Elizabetn, born March 3, 1882; Margaretta R., born March 25, 1886; and Robert B.,
born July 5, 1892. Edith R. and Elizabeth are
graduates of the Farmington High School. Mr.
Steck came to Farmington February 13, 1865;
settled on Section 34 in Salem Township in
1878; he has acquired a farm of two hundred
and twenty-five acres, and has a large amount
He is a member of the Presbyterian
of stock.
Church in Fa/mington. In politics, he is a restill

publican.

No.

a democrat.

SLOAN, SARAH; Yates City, Salem Township; born in Antrim County, Ireland, November 22, 1832; educated in the common schools.
Mrs. Sloan's parents were Hugh and Sarah
(Caulfield) Allen, who were also born in Antrim County, Ireland. Hugh Allen's parents,
Hugh and Sarah, and Sarah (Caulfield) Allen's
parents, William and Mary Caulfield, were born

STETSON, CHARLES

A.;

Dry Goods Mer-

May
New York; educated
New York, and in

chant; Yates City, Salem Township; born
4,

in

1840, in

the

Otsego County,

common

schools of

Farmington, Illinois. His father, John S., was
born in Otsego County, New York, in January,
1805. and died in Farmington, Illinois, in 1892.
His mother. Eliza (Robinson), was also bom in
Otsego County, New York. Mr. Stetson's first
wife, Amanda M. (Caldwell), died December 19,

KAOX COUNTY.
bom

Heleu E.,
1S87; they had two chiklieu:
h ebruary 27, 1870, now the wife of F. E. Gates,
of Omaha, Nebraska; L. R., born February 15,
1879, now with the Merchants National Bank of
Peoria. His second wife was Lucindia (Miller),

December 25, 1891. His third marwas with Mrs. Minnie (Holcomb) Gates,
They have
had two children; Mrs. Stetson was born in
Connecticut, in 1840. Mr. Stetson came from
>;ew York to Farmington, Illinois, in 1856, when
he was sixteen years of age, and in 1862, he engaged in the dry goods business. In 1S69 he
removed to Yates City and built the first brick

who

died

liage

in Galesburg. Illinois, July 18, 1895.

store in that locality. He has been School Trustee a number of years, and a member of the
City Board. He is held in high esteem in the
community. In politics, he is a republican. Mrs.
Stetson is a member of the Presbyterian church.

THURMAN, ALLEN;

Farmer; Salem TownHighland County, Ohio.

born in 1823 in
educated in the common schools. His
John and Elsa (Bales) Thurman, were
His paternal grandfather
in Virginia.

ship;

He was

parents,

born

was Allen Thurman.

Mr. Allen Thurman's

first

Elizabeth, who was born in Maryland
of Littleton
1823, was the daughter
Truitt; she died in 1878; her parents died in
Ohio. Seven children were born to them: John
Allen, born October 25, 1849; Mary Ann, born
March 7, 1843, died in infancy; Permlia, born
May 15. 1850; Rachel, born February 22, 1853;
Isaac, born September 21, 1855; and William,
born March 19, 1858. In 1884 Mr. Thurman was
married to Barbara Branble in Peoria, Illinois;
she was born in Maryland. Mr. Thurman came
to Illinois in 1833, and settled on the township
wife,

about

line

between Elba and Salem Township.

Soon

after his first marriage he settled on a farm in
the southern part of Elba Township. His two
sons. Isaac and William, are in Montana; John
Allen lives in Elba Township. Mr. Thurman
has been School Director of his township. In
religious belief, he is a Christian. Politically,
he is a democrat.

THURMAN, W. H.; Parmer; Salem Townborn in Highland County, Ohio, March
educated in the common schools. His
parents, Philip and Jane (Powell) were born
Philip Thuron the James River. Virginia.
man was a Methodist preacher in Ohio for sixty
years.
He brought nine slaves with him from
Virginia, but, when he reached Ohio, he set
them free. He died at the age of eighty-two.
Philip Thurman's parents, Nathan and Fanny,
Nathan Thurman
were natives of England.
was for many years a Methodist preacher. Jane
(Powell) Thurman's father was William Powell.
ship;

27, 1822;

3, 1815, Mr. W. H. Thurman was marPheba Jane Thurman in Bennington,
She was born in Highland County,
Ohio, December 31, 1826. being the daughter of
Mark and Fanny (Marchant). Of this union
there were eight children:
Dr. Newton Thurman. born March 3. 1845; Mary Jane, born
October 15, 1847; Adeline, born February 4.

January
ried

to

Illinois.

1850;

Henry, born November

7.

1S52;

Fanny

967

M.. born July 24, 1855; Charles M., born December 31, 1859; William M., born December 3,
1862; and Ida Irena, born April 15, 1867.
Mrs.
Thurman's father, Mark Thurman, came to Illinois in 1829, when there were only three logcabins at Peoria, and the place was known as

Fort Clark. He was born October 26, 1802, and
his wife, October 3, 1806.
He died October 26,
1845,

and his wife, January

31,

1870.

He was

the first Justice of the Peace of Maquon Township and the first School Director. Mr. W. H.
Thurman came to Bennington, overland, in
1841.
He has been Road Commissioner and
School Director. In 1844, he became a Campbellite.
He is a republican.

WILLIAMS, JOHN; Farmer and Carpenter;
Salem Township; born February 15, 1832, in
Illinois;
educated in the common
His parents were W. S. Williams,
born in New York, and Elizabeth (Sweegal)
born in New Jersey. Elizabeth Sweegal's parents were natives of Germany. Mr. John Williams married Miss A. J. Weir, at Knoxville,
October 26, 1866; they had one child, Anna,
born October 31. 1870. Mrs. Williams was born
in Indiana in 1849, and died October 12, 1883.
Anna married Horace Franklin Record; they
have three children: Roy, born April 7, 1893;
Marie, born November 17, 1895; and Ray. born
January 15, 1897. In 1852, Mr. Williams went
overland with an ox team to Oregon, and for
about twelve years followed gold mining. In
1865, he traveled seven months in Germany.
After his return nome he mined coal for about
fourteen years, and then farmed until the summer of 1898, when he started for the Klondike,
via Vancouver, B. C, Schwatka, and Lake Bennett to Dawson City, where he prospected about
twenty days on Eldorado Creek, then returned
home via St. Michael and Seattle. In politics,
he is a republican.
WILSON, FRANK E.; Cashier Farmers'
Bank, Yates City, Salem Township: born in
Truro Township, January 12. 1868. His father,
John Wilson, was born in West Virginia. September 14, 1816, in Moorefield. Hardy County.
He removed to Green County, Ohio, and from
there to Truro Township. Knox County. Illinois,

Canton,

schools.

where he started in the mercantile busand farming. From there he went to
settled on a farm, where
he died September 6, 1893. His wife, Mary, was
born in Ohio, and is now living in Knoxville.
Frank E. Wilson married Kate M., daughter of
Edward M. and Hannah Collins, in Persifer
Township, October 31. 1894; they have one
child, Miriam E., born March 5, 1898.
Mr. Wilson was educated at Knoxville, and is a graduin 1838,

iness

Knox Township, and

Gem City Business College, Quincy,
Illinois.
He is a member of the A. F. & A. M.,
No. 448, Yates City, and Eureka Chapter, 98,
and is Secretary of both lodges. He has been
City Treasurer a number of years, and is now
President of the City Board. In politics, he is
a democrat.

ate of the

ZOOK, HARRY: Farmer: Salem Township;
born

in

FranKlin County.

Pennsylvania,

No-

KNOX COUNTY.
His parents, Joseph and Mary
Zook, were born in Franklin County, Pennsylvania, and the former died in 1862. March 17,
1862, in Lewiston, Fulton County, Mr. Harry
Zook married Anna Maria Bond, who was born
September 25, 1842, near Farmington; she was
the daughter of Selden and Maria (Cady) Bond.
Mrs. Zook's mother died near Farmington, and
25, 1S35.

her father died in Salem Township. In 1845
Mr. Zook cams to Canton, Illinois, with his parwho afterwards located southeast of Farmington. With his wife, he came to Salem Township in 1869, and settled on Section 20, where
he has a farm of eighty acres, with very fine
buildings, and where he raises all kinds of
fruit.
In politics, he is a democrat.

ents,

tw^-

