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ILLINOIS TRACTION SYSTEM
...on album

qH

Bulletin 98 is divided into four principal sec-

tions:

I. The Main Interurban System, covering the

connected lines in central Illi-

nois. Illinois Terminal Railroad

V Company of the present day is

r^ included in this section.

^ Beginning on page 4

^ II. The Illinois Valley Lines, covering the
connected lines in northern Illi-

nois.

Beginning on page 55
in. Other Railway Properties in Illinois, cov-

ering the independently operated
city and interurban lines.

Beginning on page 58
IV. Out-of-State Railway Properties, cover-

ing the lines in Iowa, Kansas,
Missouri and Nebraska.

'^ Beginning on page 77

J- Credits appear on page 82 facing rear cover.

Bulletin 98
Copyright, November 1954, by the

CENTRAL ELECTRIC RAILFANS'ASSOCL^TION
P. O. Box 503 Chicago 90, Illinois -

Illinois Terminal, and its predecessor, Illinois

Traction System, with its many related electric

railway properties formed a complicated, but
fascinating utility empire. Everything in the
transit field from single-truck bobbing birneys
to 70-car rumbling freights appears within its

history. Its story has been told in part in many
previous CERA bulletins, no less than 16 refer-

ences to its components being cited in the most
recent (1951) CERA index. In compiling this

bulletin, an album of Illinois Terminal material,

items which appeared in earlier CERA issues

have in general been omitted and the space has
been devoted to other information.

The year 1954 was a difficult one for CERA
and its difficulties are necessarily reflected in

the limited size and late delivery of Bulletin 98.

Unprecedented rains flooded our storage just as

Bulletin 97 was delivered and replacement of

vthat issue pretty well wiped out CERA financial

resources accumulated from previous years.

Economies of an emergency nature were imme-
diately placed in effect by the Board, including

a necessary limitation in budget for the 1954
printing. The Board is nevertheless determined
that, even should the size of this Bulletin need to

be reduced, its quality should not.

Appreciation is therefore extended to the many
who contributed nnaterial and photos to make this

bulletin possible. Gratitude is extended to all

mennbers for their patience with the Board during

this time of trouble.
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Above, 221 -class motors and trailers;

right, 202 at Mechanicsburg Junction;

below, 143 near Ridge Farm.
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starting its duty as private car "Champaign", this car

progressed to "Sangamon" and then just plain 234. It saw

duty both as a special party car and as an official business

car, and today serves this latter function. Old-time trainmen

assure us it was once a motor car, but no photo exists to prove it.





Master Mechanic Bosenbury's car architecture was
taking shape when the 250' s came along. Evidently

renumbered, their design antedates the 240 class.

258 and 259 were rebuilt, as was 233, from three

early limited cars, "Missouri", 'Illinois" and 'In-

diana" operated under the name "Corn Belt Limited"
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THE 270 and 271. Much has been written and said of
these famous twins, which actually started life as a
pair of longies for the Columbus, Delaware & Marion
Railway.
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THE 300-CLASS. Nine of these cars graced ITS rails.
They were most unusual for their lack of similarity to the
distinctive ITS styling in car design, altho pleasing enough
on their own. Top: At Danville on Ridge Farm rvm. Center: At Litchfield, on
Staunton nm. Bottom: At Hillcboro Court House square. 13



Suburban & branch

line cars:

\ \
900s at St. Louis

403 and 362 at Danville

Others are former
Illinois Valley cars at

Danville, Peoria and

St. Louis.

14



Eight double-end PCCs link Illinois Terminal to modern street railway practice.

Used in one or two-car trains in St. Louis-Granite City local service, they are

supplemented by 470-class, which were originally 70-class St. Louis-Belleville

limiteds. Lower right is a former Illinois Valley Division car crossing viaduct

approaching Danville terminal from Tilton. 72 is shown on Eads bridge coming

into St. Louis from Belleville before IT acquired the car. Note similarity of this

type to Pacific Electric's 600s.

Sim
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Early equipment of the Alton Granite
& St. Louis Traction Company which
was acquired by the E. St. Louis &
Suburban but never by Illinois Terminal.
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THE "LOCAL CARS"
used on St, Louis-Alton runs.

Car 140 above was used briefly

Staunton-Hillsboro run. Below,

122 is shown with low speed
equipment in July 1932.

18
On Peoria-E. Peoria shuttle run
which streamliners could not make
due to curvature problem, 1949.





Left: The Fort Creve Coeur
pauses to report at Mackinaw
Junction.



THE OWL NIGHTLY
SLEEPING CAR SERVICE

BETWEEN

ST. LOUIS-SPRINGFIELD-PEORIA
1

1

rSS P M L. ST LOUIS A/ 6 20 A M
J:55A_M L. SPRINGFIELD L., 2 25 A.M.
»-'S A M As. PEOR IA L-- 11:50 P.M.

SLEEPERS MAY BE OCCUPIED UNTIL 8 30 A M

Sleeper service, inaugurated 1907 with

the Holland car (right and below) between
Springfield and E. St. Louis, was later

offered from St. Louis to Champaign,
Springfield and Peoria. The final service,

using bedroom cars (above) on the Peoria
St. Louis ended August 31, 1940.
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EASY PARLOR CHAIRS, LIBRARY
OBSERVATION PLATFORM,
MEALS A LA CARTE

24

Before the advent of streamliners, the 510-class
provided deluxe, extra-fare, parlor car accom-

modations to traction passengers. Beginning life

as graceful, arch-windowed open "obs", they

received a thorough reconditioning, block-off job

and air-conditioning during 1936.
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535, converted from a I

bedroom sleeper to coach'

26
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THE SMALLER
LOCOMOTIVES

Electric and
multiple-power.





ITS pioneered in the development
of the four-truck articulated

locomotives of types C (above)

and D (lower half of page.

32
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STEAM DIVISION

Now 100% dieselized,

Illinois Terminal's St.

Loxiis-Edwardsville-

Alton steam lines once

had an interesting

array of light steam
power. No. 1 worked
the Alton-Grafton run
with 520 class trailers

until replaced in the

1930s by rail buses,

like #204.
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Top to Bottom and L. to R.

:

University of Illinois Test Car,

scrapped about '42, spent much
time on ITS lines. , .Handsome

jackknife bridge over Illinois at

Peoria. . . T3T)ical line car. . .

.

Decatur shop yard. . .Old down-
town Springfield station shed. .

.

Special meeting freight near Morton



ROSTER OF EQUIPMENT USED ON ILLINOIS TRACTION SYSTEM (MAIN DIV.

2



AND ILLINOIS TERMINAL RAILROAD (ELECTRIFIED LINES) 1910 - 1954
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Illinois Valley Lines

Illinois Valley Traction Co.
Dec. 27. 1901

(Ottawa - Utica - Ladd line)

1 Marseilles & Morris Riv
(Purchased in 1904)

Ottawa - Marseilles line Illinois Valley Railway Co.
July 1, 1904

Marquette -Princeton
Marseilles-Seneca
Opened 1905-1906

CHICAGO OTTAWA Si PEORIA RAILWAY CO.
Incorporated April 19, 1907

Leased Illlnoie Valley Ry. Co. June 1, 1907
and purchased it on April 15, 1908.

BD&CRR
DU&CRy
StLSSiPRR
ICTCo

Peoria Streator & Ottawa Ry. Co.

Incorporated in 1906

CO&PRy in 1908 purchased the

right-of-way and some material.

(Ottawa - Streator line)

Controlled by

WESTERN RAILWAYS & UGHT CO.
Incorporated March 1907

Acquired by 111. Tract. Co. 1913-16
Marquette Spring Valley & Northwestern R. R. Co.
- (Marquette-Spring Valley line)

Purchased June 15, 1907

Opened June 15, 1907

Seneca-Morris
Ottawa-Streator
Opened 1909

Morrls-Joliet
Opened 1911-1912

Control transferred to

ILUNOIS TRACTION, INC.
Controlled in turn by the

ILUNOIS POWER Si LIGHT CO.
Both inc. May 23, 1923,

^6/c

operated as

ILUNOIS TRACTION SYSTEM
Illinois Valley Division

Abandoned
Spring Valley-Ladd

Abandoned
Ottawa-Slreator
Jan. 9, 1929

I

Abandoned
DePue -Princeton

July 8, 1929

CHICAGO 8i ILLINOIS VALLEY R. R.

Inc. Sept. 29, 1929

Ottawa Belt Line
(Partly joint with

CB6Q - CRI&P)
Opened 1930

Abandoned
Jollet-DePue
May 13, 1934

55





Illinois Valley
Division
equipment ranged
from the massive
260s and 1052 type

box motor to the

neat, arch window
light weight 60s
and the typical

steel double -truck
city cars like 111.
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PEORIA PROGRESSES ( From the top)

146 - former Danville car. 272 - also used in Galesburg.
East Peoria tripper line-up in 1929. An 800 on interurban trackage, E. Peoria.

116 - early single-trucker North Adams Street barn lineup.

Open car loaned its truck to a closed Trucks of this massive double-trucker,
body during winter. #106, fairly burst its sides.



Top: In pre-Birney days cars like 235 were the backbone of Peoria transportation
on all but a few double truck lines. Center : Photo taken about 1924 when Peoria
reduced carbarns from four to one. Old street railway-owned Central Park was
converted to a car storage yard after Birneys arrived. Car 56, near left, I. V.
Division car, was in Peoria for seven years (1920-1926) after which it went back to
LaSalle to become rush hour commuter "Westclox Special. " Bottom left: One of
800-cIass cars taken on Sheridan (formerly Elizabeth) line. 800-class cars were
mainstay of Adams Street line before 1926. Bottom right: 134, in East Peoria
service, was from Danville and once operated on I. T. Homer branch.

62
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457 - Hurlburt line

462 - End of Knoxville line

352 - Junction Heights with

Knoxville line

306 - At bus garage on Main
Street.

429 - Garden line

462 - At Union Depot

364 - End of Heights line

363 - Country Club (Heights)

line.

Bl.'fB,(^Kl



Above: 81 was one of three double truck cars which later

were used on I. T. Danville suburban becoming 401-403.

Left: 55 was one of three double truck open cars, probably

the only ones on the I. T. system.

Bloomington had relatively few abandonments until whole
system was discontinued in 1936.



DECATUR
The "TRANSFER HOUSE" was the heart

of the city lines in Decatur, all street and

interurban cars passing here. The
interurban station was originally

one block south, but later it was moved to

a point a mile or more away on the

new belt line. Decaturs cars,

including the birneys, altho double-ended

had only a single trolley pole.
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The Danville lines died away
in 1936. 102 above is shown at

Soldier's Home. This was the
terminal of the last remaining

line, altho of course all the
quaint old-timers had given

way to birneys by this time.

' /9oS Cf^P*>"}S<)/7 - -Osc /9to

Former LVT
100 Class

Double-trucker 800 (above)
moved to Decatur after its

Danville career ended. 69
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In its later days the Kewanee-Galva system
was under I. T. S. domination.

All photos RP unless otherwise credited.



PEOPLE'S TRACTION
COMPANY
(Galesburg)

The snow scene was at Cherry
Grove school, southwest of

Galesburg, in 1914. Other
scenes show interurbans in

Galesburg streets.



Interurban scenes in Knoxville, home of Knox College,
located about seven miles east of Galesburg, Illinois

.
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Galesburg [. M. & P. Co
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QUINCY
With its track gage of 5'-0", Quincy had the only
off-gage street car system in Illinois. As on al-

most all the others, Birneys were used at the end.

(All photos credit S)
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TOP
Nebraska Traction & Power Co.,

which became Omaha & Lincoln

Railway & Light Company under
I. T. control, connected Omaha,
South Omaha, Ralston and Papil-

lion, a distance of 13. 8 miles.

OSKALOOSA, IOWA

Center Left: City cars and Bux-
ton interurban in parade of

small town service peak.

Center Right: High Avenue East
Right: Tiny birney with two-
windowed front end.
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ABOVE: Atchison, Kansas, city operation.

BELOW: Topeka, Kansas, city lines. Car 203, a medium -weight interurban type

was built for a projected line that would have connected via Kansas City Kaw Val-

ley & Western R. R. for "K-C". The line was never built but the car was used in

city service for peaks and special occasions, such as picnics.
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WICHITA, Kansas All photos, credit S.
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ILUNOIS TERMINAL OF TODAY
Map and statistics

extracted from
1953 annual report.
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