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The Route 66 Association is a not-for-

profit organization. It’s purpose is to pre-
serve, promote, educate and enjoy Rte 66.

The Board Members are available to an-
swer questions at most reasonable times.

OFFICERS & BOARD MEMBERS

PRESIDENT

John Miller 10-07

14828 San Francisco Ave.
Posen, IL 60469

708-389-3823

Email: kixonrte66@hotmail.com

VICE PRESIDENT

Bill Przybylski 10-06

24156 S. Kings Road

Crete, IL 60417
708-672-7937

Email: W.Przybylski@att.net

TREASURER

Martin Blitstein 10-06

9280 Drummond

Tinley Park, IL 60477
708-444-1312 FAX: 708-444-1315
Email: blitz66(@chicagonet.net

RECORDING SECRETARY
Cathie Stevanovich 10-07
9280 Drummond

Tinley Park, IL 60477
708-444-1312

Email: cathiesb@earthlink.net

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY

Linda Zima 10-07

10813 W. Third

Mokena, IL 60448

708-479-9317

Email: zbbookwoman(@hotmail.com

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
The officers plus
Duke Cartwright & Jim Jones

BOARD MEMBERS
Lou Vargo 10-07

Cook County

14911 S. Richmond Ave.
Posen, IL 60469

CONTINUED

Dave Zima 10-07
Will County
10813 W. Third
Mokena, IL 60448
708-479-9317

zbbookwoman(@hotmail.com

Nick (Ike) Widner 10-07
Grundy County

948 E. Jackson St.
Morris, IL 60450
Home: 815-416-0551
Cell: 815-955-9824

whitedancingwolf66@sbcglobal.net

Jim Jones 10-06
Livingston County

842 S. Walnut St.
Pontiac, IL 61764
815-844-5657

Email: ng9e@verizon.net

Fran Turgeon 10-06
McLean County

111 Meadow Creek Court
Lexington, IL 61753
309-365-9006

Email: fbt@mtco.com

Ernie Edwards 10-06
Logan County

101 W. Oak St.
Broadwell, IL 62623
217-732-2337

Kris Skinner 10-06
Montgomery County

120 E. Ryder St.
Litchfield, IL 62056
217-324-5253

Email:
tourism(@litchfieldil.com

Joe Gniadek 10-06
Macoupin County

1109 Cedar, #3B
Glendale Heights, IL 60139

630-690-4057

Email: blackfrostO4(@netzero.net

708-339-3640

Bill Gwodz 10-06
DuPage County

8448 Main St.

Downers Grove, IL 60516
630-910-3422

Email: BBGX2@aol.com

2 SPRING ISSUE

The 66 News Team

Publication Information: T/ge 66 News is

g)ubllshed on/or near the 15" of Mar.,
une, Sept, and Dec. Contributions are

welcome, without compensation.

Authors retain all copyright privileges.
Submit all stories, photos and ads at least

THE 66
NEWS

8 weeks prior publication.

Send to: Kathy Miller
14828 San Francisco
Posen, IL 60469
Kathleen708(@hotmail.com
or

Jim Jones

842 S. Walnut St.

Pontiac, [IL 61764
ngYe@verizon.net

CONTINUED

VACANT
Madison County 10-07

St. Clair County 10-07

Ron Pfister 10-06
Sangamon County

250 Melrose Ave.
Aurora, IL 60505
630-966-0408

Email: BJIN68(@aol.com

AT-LARGE
BOARD MEMBERS

Rosie Vargo 10-05
14911 Richmond Ave
Posen, IL 60469
708-339-3640

Duke Cartwright 10-06
407 Pasadena Ave

Crest Hill, IL 60162
815-726-3574

Email:
dukecawright@comcast.net

Lynn Bagdon 10-06

101 Arcadia

Romeoville, IL 60446
630-531-4577

Email: Lulupic66@aol.com

The 66 News Team
Publisher/Co-Editor: Kathy Miller
Co-Editor: Jim Jones
Layout: Bob Borowiak

Spring
2006

Advertising Rates
Black and White Print:
Whole Page $125.00
Half Page $75.00
Quarter Page Ad $60.00

Bus. Card Size $40.00

CONTINUED
Larry Scinto 10-07
4311 Kathleen Lane
Oak Lawn, IL. 60453
708-425-2937

Barbara Nicholson 10-05
1150 Elliott Ave.

Aurora, IL 60505
630-896-9109

Email: BIN68@aol.com

For more information
visit the
Association Website

www.il66assoc.org
Email:
ILRte66Assc@hotmail.com

Preservation

Committee
Contact: Lou Vargo

14911 Richmond Ave.
Posen, IL 60469
708-339-3640

The Route 66 Assoc
Hall of Fame Museum
110 West Howard
Pontiac, IL 61764
815-844-1L66 (4566)

Curator
Marilyn Pritchard
815-844-6937
cyclone@verizon.net

To Schedule Museum Tours
Contact the Museum Tour

Director - Jim Jones
815-844-5657

ng9e(@verizon.net
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President’s Report

November 2005 Through February 2006

Greetings Fellow 66’ers;

Since my last report, we held our winter meeting in Pontiac last January. I’m proud
to announce the appointment of Ron Pfister as the board member for Sangamon County,
also Joe Gniadek has agreed to serve as the board member for Macoupin County. We
are still searching for board representation in Madison and St. Clair Counties if you're
interested or know of anyone who is, please contact me at 708-528-7866 or by email at
kixonrte66 @hotmail.com

Planning for the motor tour is on going and continues. We will kick off in Ed-
wardsville on Friday night, the Saturday overnight is once again returning to Lincoln
and a smash finish with a Sock Hop and Car Show in Pontiac on Sunday! Please join us
in celebrating the 80th Anniversary of Route 66 and the 60th Anniversary of the Cozy
Dog. We still have room available if you want to place an ad in the “Passport” and al-
ways we welcome items for the goody bags. Tinvite you to participate in the motor tour.
Help us to make this the most memorable motor tour to date!

I want to thank the hosts of the “Monthly Events.” In November we shopped on
the “Glitz and Glitter Tour” in Wilmington followed by Christmas in Dwight in Decem-
ber. Lenore Weiss & Barb Gwodz arranged the “Monthly Outings” for November &
December. Lenore kicked off the holiday shopping season in Wilmington with visits to
antique shops, Ben Franklin where everyone received a goody bag, lunch at the Riviera
in Gardner and dessert at the Polka Dot Drive In in Braidwood. In December Barb led
us to Dwight where we enjoyed the Christmas Parade and some of us were even part
of the parade. After the parade, we were given a tour of the bank designed by Frank
Lloyd Wright then dinner followed at the Mansion. Many of us celebrated New Years
Eve along Route 66 together. The festivities started at the Riviera in Gardner then at the
Museum to ring in New Years with the fireworks at the river.

It’s 2006 and we’ve already participated in two more monthly events. We met for
breakfast in Morris at “R” Place then went antiquing together in doors in the Peru/Princ-
eton areas hosted by Lenore Weiss. This past February we went to Pontiac and toured
the new Livingston County Correctional Facility and the State Police District Six Head-
quarters hosted by Marilyn and Durelle Pritchard. We look forward to March when we
search for the best Apple Pie in the USA hosted by Joe Gniadek, then grab your nearest
ghost buster and join us in April with a Ghost Tour of the Joliet Arsenal with our host
Ike Widner.

I invite you to become involved and be an active member in the association. The
Preservation Committee is great way to get involved, help save Route 66 in Illinois.
Also, help us plan our annual motor tour by joining the motor tour committee. Shape
our association by attending the quarterly meetings where new ideas and opinions are
always welcomed. And last but not least, take advantage of the monthly outings, they’re
a great way to see Route 66 and meet your fellow members.

Visit our website at www.il66assoc.org it’s a wealth of information!

Remember, gets your Kicks on Route 66.

JMKZ’A\

President, Route 66 Association of Illinois
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Ballard Elevator is History!

By Jim Jones

It was midmorning Friday, January 20. The phone
rang: it was Lenore Weiss. “A Jim, you won’t believe it!
They are knocking down the Ballard Elevator. John and
I are on the way to Bloomington and there are these big
machines tearing the elevator down.”

With this news I called the local Pantagraph re-
porter, told her of the development, grabbed my camera
and raced out the door. By the time I made my way

CAT high hoes tearing into the downed bins.

to Ballard, the elevator was a large pile of rubble and
three Caterpillar High Hoes were crushing the remains
to nothingness.

Here you can see the high hoes crushing one of the bins
after it is on its side.

As many of you know, the Ballard Elevator was
a Route 66 icon for the full life of the highway. It had
been the reason for the town of Ballard and survived
after the highway had been decommissioned in 1977. It
was located between Chenoa and Lexington, separating
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the railroad and the Mother Road.

Ken Lee of Lee Excavating in Onarga was con-
tracted to dispatch the old landmark. It took him and
his crew of 10 men about an hour to bring it down.
Since the elevator was located so close to the railroad,
the crew had to wait for three trains to pass before they
could begin their work. Illinois State Police halted traf-
fic on Route 66 while the heavy equipment tipped the
80-foot tall building to the ground. The photo on the
front cover shows the three Caterpillar machines tip-
ping the building to the south. After it was on its side,
the high hoes were used to crush the old wood to small

Three buckets doing their work making ground wood.

pieces for trucking to the Livingston Landfill, north of
Pontiac.

An interesting thing about the construction of
the elevator, which was built in the very early 20th cen-
tury, was that the grain bins were made of 2-inch lum-
ber of decreasing widths as the bins increased in height.
The lower bin walls were 12 inches, then 10 inches, then
8 inches and finally 6 inches at the tops. Each piece
of lumber was hand-nailed to the board below and on
up to the top. The outside walls of the bins were flush
while the inner sides were stepped, as the boards grew
narrower. Ken Lee commented that the east wall of the
building had become rotted, but the other sides were
still quite sturdy.

The elevator had been the property of the Prairie
Central Cooperative, which also operates other eleva-
tors in the area. It had originally operated under the
name Graham and Bennion Elevator and was closed be-
fore 1960.



Doesn’t this remind you of the movie Jurrassic Park a T-rex?

In conversion with Ken Lee, we reminisced of
the early things we had seen at Ballard. One that we both
remembered was the large pile of corncobs that were on

Owned by Lifetime Association Member
Pete Blumberg of Neveda.

Win A Ride In A Tucker!!!

Folks attending the Rock “N Rods on Route 66 event
on July 22 & 23 will have an opportunity to win a ride in
TUCKER #48. This generous offer is being made pos-
sible by the Harder family, owner of this famous car. All
proceeds will be donated to the PRESERVATION COM-
MITTEE of the Route 66 Association of Illinois.

We do not believe an offer like this has ever been
made available. Most people feel fortunate to just see
one of the remaining Tuckers. Now, to have the opportu-
nity to ride in one is absolutely outstanding!

There will be only three winners. Details will be
posted at the Rock *N Rods event in the ROUTE 66 PA-
VILION. For more information visit the website at www,
rocknrodson66.com or phone 815-458-6616.

the east side of the railroad tracks. As it turned out, Ken
had trucked those cobs out of Ballard as a young man
when he drove trucks for his father. 1 had heard that the
cobs were ground finely and used in cosmetics. Ken
stated that he had been told the cobs were used in more
than 80 different products.

While we attempt to preserve the icons of Route
66, this was one that just could not be saved. It was too
large of a project for preservation and had too many de-
fects to be allowed to remain in its current condition.

See what we mean? The one on the left is devouring its kill.

Attention all Members of
the Preservation Committee

This also applies to anyone who would like to ac-
tively participate in Route 66 preservation.

On May 13 (rain date, May 27) volunteers will
meet at the Odell station. We will then proceed down
the street to the location of the tunnel under Route 66. It
was originally called a subway.

The project will be to dig out a portion of the steps
leading down to the tunnel. This will then clearly iden-
tify its existence. Then we will install a railing that
matches the 1930s style. A display storyboard will also
be installed that tells the story of the subway with a little
more detail then the current sign does.

We will meet in Odell at 8:30 a.m. A unique spe-
cial surprise event will also take place on the 13th.

Bring shovels, wheelbarrows, rakes, cameras, a
strong back and a good, fun attitude! It is not neces-
sary to let us know if you will be participating, but it
would be helpful. Please call John and Lenore at 815-
458-6616.
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Kruzin With The Bilecki’s

By: Marty and Geri Bilecki

Get Ready — Get Set
— Let’s Go! We participated
in a very successful Monthly
Event as we cruised Route 66
in Wilmington on November
26th for a Christmas shop-
ping spree and a visit to a Hall
of Fame Honoree’s business
complex. Angelo was a great
host with refreshments and
souvenir Route 66 memen-
tos and Christmas gifts to all
who participated. Note photo
of the happy group. This was
topped off with turtle sundaes
at the Polka-Dot Drive In (an-
other Hall of Fame Member)

November Monthly Outing in front of “Ben Franklin” in Wilmington, IL.

We are still recalling and telling

our story about our early spring ‘05’ Route 66 trip. As
you read this article, we will have already participated in
a series of talks, lectures and presentations being spon-
sored by the Joliet Historical Museum with a February
presentation about that memorable trip. Other members
of our association, namely John and Lenore Weiss, had a
presentation about the Illinois road in January and John
and Kathy Miller and others will follow us in March as
the Historical Museum continues to enhance the stories
on the Mother Road.

Our personal calendar for 2006 is rapidly filling up
with dates and locations of an assortment of activities
to be presented throughout the year. We hope that all

of our members take the time to participate and support
the hard work that is put into creating and promoting our
towns, villages and cities where Route 66 is a vital as-
set. As we have stated so many times in SO many ways
— our Association is only as strong as our members. Our
membership is needed to participate and support all of
these other groups who are a part of the history and heri-
tage that has been created by Route 66. We hope to see
a great many participate in this year’s Motor Tour to be
held on June 9, 10, and 11th. Rallying will be in Ed-
wardsville and touring North to Pontiac.

Our motto - [IF YOU DON’T GO — YOU WON’T
KNOW! KEEP KRUZIN 66! JOIN THE FUN!

The editors of The 66 News wish to feature organizations that
operate under the same precept as the Route 66 Association
of Illinois, to preserve, promote and to educate! Below is the
first in a series of organizations that uphold these principals.
If you wish to be featured in our newsletter, contact the edi-
tors of this publication.

The National Historic

Route 66 Federation

The National Historic Route 66 Federation is the
worldwide, nonprofit organization dedicated to direct-
ing the public’s attention to the importance of U. S.

6 SPRING ISSUE

Highway Route 66 in America’s cultural heritage. We
work with federal and state agencies, as well as public
organizations to preserve the Route’s historic landmarks
and revitalize the economies of its communities.

The Federation accomplishes its goals through
meetings and ongoing procedures with federal and state
agencies, education, advocacy and membership activi-
ties. Public outreach strategies include publication of
the quarterly magazine Federation News, the Adopt-
A-Hundred Preservation Program, the EZ66 GUIDE, a
worldwide web site, the Route 66 Dining & Lodging
Guide, and assistance to the media, authors, learning in-
stitutions and production companies.



Come one - come all!

The 17th Annual
Route 66 Association of lllinois
2006 Motor Tour
"Cozy on down Route 66...

80th Anniversary of the
Mother Road"

i§ CHAIN OF ROCKS BRIDGE TO PONTIAC!
June 9, 10, 11, 2006

Friday night registration Mother Road Festival - Edwardsville
Saturday - Drive-over the Chain of Rocks Bridge
This year we're following the Route 4 Alignment!!!

Breakfast in Litchfield * Lunch on your own in Springfield
Lincoln - Overnight Stop

Hall of Fame Program and Buffet Dinner at "After Shock"

Sunday - Breakfast in Atlanta
Pontiac - Rain or Shine Car Show & Sock Hop!
Join us for a great end of tour party with

great cars * good food *

Fantastic live band - 50's-60's music at the air-conditioned Rec Center!!!

Motor Tour Information:

John Miller............ 708-389-3823 Bill Przybyiski...... 708-672-7937
Jim Jones............. 815-844-5657 Marty Bileck........ 815-941-3312
**YOU MAY JOIN OR LEAVE THE TOUR AT ANY POINT OR AT ANYTIME **
Mail to
MOTOR TOUR REGISTRATION
. Motor Tour Registration Fee:

9280 Drummond Drive Route 66 of Illlinois members $25.00
Tinley Park, IL 60477 Non-Member Motor Tour Fee $45.00 TOTAL

Registration includes a $20 single membership ENCLOSED
Please print or type: Hall of Fame Banquet tickets @ $16 each ‘

(Must be registered on the tour - price includes gratuity - limited seating available)
Name: Address:
City: State Zip
Phone: Please note: no refunds. Tour goes rain or shine!!!

Please mail Motor Tour registrations separate from membership renewals!
** Route 66 Association of lllinois is not responsible for any accidents, injuries, or misconduct **
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ROUTE 66 ASSOCIATION OF ILLINOIS
Motel List for the 2006 Motor Tour

Be sure to mention you are with the Route 66 Association of lllinois Motor Tour
"All rooms for all dates must be booked by May 15th!!!"

FRIDAY, JUNE 9th - REGISTRATION - EDWARDSVILLE

Comfort Inn Super 8 Motel Best Western Camelot Inn

3080 South State Rd 157 2 Gateway Drive 1240 E. Old Chain of Rocks Rd.
Edwardsville Collinsville Pontoon Beach
(618)656-4900 (618)345-8008 (618)931-2262
$66.66 plus tax $59.99 plus tax $65.99 plus tax

— v —— p— — — — — — — — — — — — —— — —— — —— ——— — ——— —— — — — —— — — — —_ v—

SATURDAY, JUNE 10th - HALL OF FAME BANQUET - LINCOLN

Comfort Inn Super 8 Holiday Inn America's Best
(Changing name to 2809 Woodlawn Rd Express Value Inn
Best Western) (217) 732-8886 130 Olson Rd. 103 Empire
2811 Woodlawn Rd. $64.95 plus tax (217) 735-5800 ° Atlanta
(217) 735-3960 $64.95 plus tax (217) 648-2322
$64.95 plus tax $50.00 includes

* HALL OF FAME BUFFET DINNER & PROGRAM ** tax & breakfast
at "AFTER SHOCK" - walking distance to Comfort Inn & Super 8

SUNDAY, JUNE 11th - RAIN OR SHINE CAR SHOW & SOCK HOP - PONTIAC

Holiday Inn Express Comfort Inn
1823 W. Reynolds 1821 W. Reynolds
Pontiac Pontiac
(815) 844-4444 (815) 842-2777
Call for rate Call for rate

v G G S — — S ———— — — — G — . e — — o — o — G — G — e — — — — — — e — o o o —

All WELCOME * ANY VEHICLE * ANY YEAR * ANY MAKE * RAIN OR SHINE
You may join or leave the Motor Tour at any time!
Please remember to mention you are with the Route 66 Motor Tour when booking your room!
Preregister by mail no later than May 1st. Registration Friday night
in Edwardsville, Saturday morning at the Chain of Rocks bridge.
Please note change of mailing address for Tour Registration!!
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A Look at McCook

By David Clark

Five miles west of Chicago, 66 follow Joliet Road
through the Village of McCook. At 55th Street, you
are greeted with “Road Closed” signs and forced west,
then south onto East Avenue, bypassing one mile of the
Mother Road. McCook’s closed section of 66 is unique
among the 2448+ miles of our beloved highway —argu-

From the “Township of Cook County,” published by the County
Dept. of Highways, 1974, this map mistakenly shows Stinson Airport
in existence 16 years after its demise, 66/Joliet Rd. runs diagonally
across the center, from bottom left to upper right. The Santa Fe rail-
road is shown below Joliet Road, and southwest of 55th Street, three
of the quarries later owned by Vulcan Materials are also noted.

ably the only mile of 66 to boast having been part of (1)
a Native American Trail and (2) the first public highway
in Cook County, and home to (3) quarries and (4) an
airport. It is possibly unique in a fifth way —it could
be the only section of the road ever closed due to the
allegedly destructive activities of a commercial entity
along its path.

(I) The landmass that is currently McCook was
once marshy wetland within Illinois’s vast tall-grass
prairie. A native-American path, known to pioneers as
the “high-plains trail,” traversed the area southwesterly,
following a stony ridge —the direct overland route con-
necting the Chicago River to the navigable waters of the
Illinois River below Ottawa, Illinois.

(2) According to Milo Quaife in Chicago’s High-
ways Old and New, in April 1831, “[The County Board
of Commissioners] made provision for marking out
the first two county highways of Cook County...One
of these highways followed the high-plains trail.” For
fifty years, the area that is now McCook would see pass-
ersby, but no known settlers. After 1852, the highway
was called the Joliet Road.

(3) History and Progress: Village of McCook states
that by 1883 the Chicago, St. Louis & Western Railroad

had come through and named the local depot “Lime-
stone.” “Stone and sand were shipped from the quar-
ries in the area... Mexican laborers were brought in to
maintain the tracks and right-of-way, and were housed in
bunk cars along the sidings.” The depot name changed
to “Wentworth” and then “McCook” after officials of
the Santa Fe railroad, which bought the CSL&W in
1888. The area was mined for crushed stone as soon as
the railroads became available for hauling out the prod-

Saban’s Restuarant has survived on the western dead-end of the
closed section of 66 in McCook. They opened for business in 1962,
and have been cut off from through-traffic since 1998.

uct. Today, Vulcan Materials owns the quarries north
and south of Historic 66 in McCook.

(4) From the 1920s through 1958, Stinson Air-
port was located north of Joliet Road at East Avenue.
“Arthur Killips, a Hudson-Essex automobile dealer on
Ogden Avenue [early 66] in Lyons, and an aviation en-
thusiast, stunt flier and ‘barnstormer,’ is credited with
the founding of the airport...In the days before televi-
sion and extensive radio coverage, planes took off from
the Midwest Flying Service at Stinson with long aerial
sky banners. These advertised everything from shoe

SPRING ISSUE 9



Looking northeast along the closed section of 66 in McCook. An
A&W Root Beer Stand once stood to the right, opened in 1966 and
still in business after 1976.

cleaners, beer, and sun tan oil, to swim suits.” The navy
trained pilots here for World War II, and the field had
daily flights for the U.S. Weather Bureau. (History and
Progress). A September 1, 1956 article in the Chicago
Tribune stated, “the quarry company which owns the
land [under Stinson] has informed the airport operators
that they have ‘another two or three years of operation at
least,” before excavation of stone closes the field.” The
quarry closed the airport in 1958.

(5) In 2001, the Illinois Department of Transpor-
tation filed suit against Vulcan Materials Corporation,
seeking injunctive relief and damages. The road was
closed in May 1998, according to McCook Mayor Pat-
rick Gorski, “because the road basically split in half
and was actually moving, therefore causing certain sec-
tions of the roadway to sink, causing areas to crack, and
concrete jersey walls to explode from the pressure of

Looking north from 66, the current quarry where Stinson Airport
once stood.

Looking northeast from just east of East Ave., the barricades and
chain-link fence close off the damaged section of the Mother Road.

the movement.” (Route 66 Federation News, Autumn

2002)

The court proceeding of IDOT against Vulcan Ma-

terials is still pending in Cook County Circuit Court.

The Official

Hand
Embroidered

Iron On

NOW AVATLABLE!

Patch of the

Route 66 Association of Illinois

How to Order!
$5.00 each plus $1.00 §/H
Each additional patch $5.00 & .50 cents S/H

Send Check or Money Order Payable to
The Route 66 Association of Illinois
C/0 Marty Bilecki

4200 Bargo Lane

Morris, IL 60450

For information call Marty at: 815-941-3312
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Big Footin’ on ‘66!

By Kathy Miller

When Grundy County Board Member lke Widner
emailed me telling me he had just seen and heard on the
4:30 pm news from Chicago on the ABC affiliate that
Big Foot was spotted in Funks Grove. I was intrigued.

I’ve had an interest in Big Foot ever since our niece,

a San Francisco artist, was awarded a $10,000 grant
to find Big Foot in Northern California. She did not
find him! After I received the email from Ike I quickly
emailed our niece and told her, “No wonder you didn’t
find Big Foot, he’s alive and scaring hunters on Route
66 in Illinois at Funks Grove!”

I started searching for information. There have
been many sightings in Illinois over the years. Starting
in the early 1970’s, he’s been in Decatur, Centerville,
Bloomington, Heyworth, Pekin, Peoria, and Farmers City
all in central Illinois. He’s been reported as far north as

Westchester, in Cook Coun-
ty, and as far south as the
. Shawnee National Forest. In

. 2005, he was spotted in Es-
* sex and Funks Grove. He
does get around! A research
team has come to Illinois to
search further.

Below is story about
Tom Biscardi founder of
Searching for Bigfoot Inc.
It was originally appeared
in the Peoria Journal Star on
Wednesday, February 15, 2006. The story is reprinted
with the permission of Andrea Frampton who is the au-
thor and a reporter at the Peoria Journal Star.

Bigfoot Encounter in Central Illinois?
By Andrea Frampton

FUNKS GROVE - He has such names as Bigfoot,
Yeti and Sasquatch, and he may be lurking around cen-
tral Illinois, according to Tom Biscardi.

Biscardi, a California resident, believes Bigfoot is
more than a legend and has been hunting the creature
since 1973. The founder of Searching for Bigfoot Inc.
is convinced a rural area near Funks Grove can support
two of the creatures he says would weigh around 350
pounds each. After visiting the area this week, he said
there are enough small rodents, grubs and vegetation
for the hairy pair to munch.

“Nobody in the field is doing this like us. They’re
not in the firing trenches, not braving the temperatures,
there’s plenty of places that those creatures can be con-
cealed,” Biscardi said. “There may be a little hub there.
Don'’t be too surprised to see a bear in the springtime.
I have a feeling.”

Biscardi and a four-man team of animal trappers
traveled to Funks Grove early this week armed with in-
frared cameras, thermal imagers, motion picture cam-
eras and tranquilizer guns.

The Bigfoot search team was drawn to the area
this week by a phone call last summer from Blooming-
ton resident Chris Vielhak. Vielhak said he saw a large

black creature he thought at first was a bear run behind
his 1990 Mustang as he drove slowly down State Route
66. After he felt a slap to the side of his car, Vielhak
said he was startled and sped away to discover five
large claw marks on the trunk. Vielhak called Biscardi
after doing some research on the Internet.

“It kept bugging me and fascinated me about what
hit my car, and it ticked me off because paint jobs cost
money,” said Vielhak, 31. “Many people may not be-
lieve me, that’s up to them. I walked with Tom and
took him to where I saw it.”

Bob Schmalzbach, secretary for Searching for
Bigfoot Inc, said the marks are not distinct enough to
indicate the kind of creature that may have made them.
Vielhak said he has no plans for wildlife experts to in-
spect the marks.

Illinois Department of Natural Resources spokes-
man Chris McCloud said there has never been a public
demand to check possible sightings of a Bigfoot. The
IDNR deals with animals native to Illinois, and Bigfoot
is not one of them, he said.

Andrea Frampton can be reached at 686-3041 or

state @pjstar.com.
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Bunyon Giant or is it Santa

Chris & Bill Thomas know
how to bring the Christmas spirit to
the town of Atlanta. If you were in
Atlanta over the Christmas holidays,
I’'m sure you noticed that the Bunyon
statue donned a Santa Cap for the
season.

Chris sewed a Santa stocking
cap, based on measurements of the
Bunyon statue’s head that Bill took.
The City of Atlanta let Bill use their

e - boom truck to get up to the statue’s
head. He Wrdpped string around the Bunyon giant’s head. Then

Bill measured the string in order to give Chris the info she’d
need to cut out and sew the stocking cap. Chris designed the cap
to have elastic in it to keep it snug against Paul’s head. She also
added an elastic strap that went underneath his chin for added
security.

The Atlanta A-TEAM paid for purchase of the materials
for the hat. Charlie Smith, one of the same City of Atlanta work-
ers who helped erect the Bunyon Statue when it first came to
town, put the stocking cap on the statue while he and the other
city workers were putting up Christmas decorations.

The stocking cap is now off of Paul. It’s been washed and
stored away for use next holiday season.

Santa Monica: “Where the Road Ends”

By Jim Thole

My wife and I recently attended the National Federation’s
annual John Steinbeck Awards program in September 2005, held
in conjunction with the 16th Annual Route 66 Rendezvous in San
Bernardino.

Following those events we took the opportunity to drive
the only remaining portion of the Mother Road which I had never
traveled before - from San Bernardino to Santa Monica - a dis-
tance of about 80 miles, give or take a few depending on which
alignments you choose to follow, especially in the Arroyo Seco
section between Pasadena and downtown Los Angeles. Driving
these last 80 miles does require a fair measure of patience and en-
durance as you proceed through 20 different communities, which
essentially form one contiguous city for the entire distance. In
fact, it took me a full day to drive it, with photo stops at all the
significant icons along the road. However, for the intrepid Route
66 roadie, it is an interesting journey with a most rewarding feel-
ing of accomplishment at the end.

Of course, “the end” is actually comprised of several dif-
ferent places. So, it seems to me that any Route 66 traveler who
is attemptmg to “picture the end of the Mother Road” should in-
~ , clude at least four photos
in his collection.

First, the actual,
4 official end at the corner
of Lincoln and Olympic
Boulevards. As explained
in  Scott Piotrowski’s
book, Finding the End of
the Mother Road: Route
66 in Los Angeles Coun-
ty, his research concludes
that Route 66 really ended here at what was then US 101A (now
Interstate 10) - just three blocks west of Santa Monica Boulevard
on Lincoln Boulevard (the equivalent of 8th Street) - when it was
decertified in Los Angeles County in 1964.

Secondly, the commonly accepted, popular end (photo 1)
where Santa Monica Boulevard dead-ends at Ocean Avenue.
Somehow, the Spirit of 66 requires that we be taken to the Pacific
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Looking back east from Palisades Park
on Route 66 in California

g Ocean in order to fully com-
< anTa Mowicy ¥ plete the Mother Road experi-
Schl HARE, ence.
Thirdly, the story-book
' ending (photo 2) at the Santa
Monica Pier, just two blocks
south of Santa Monica Bou-
levard, at the comer of Ocean
Avenue and Colorado Bou-
:?ec;klng out to the Santa Monica levard. It is often pictured as
the end of the Mother Road
- probably for the simple reason that it makes for a good “photo
op”. It satisfies our desire for a climactic and fantastic end to a
long, fabled journey.

Last but not least, a photo of the Will Rogers Highway
dedication plaque in Palisades Park at the end of Santa Monica
Boulevard is the fourth essential picture since it officially marks
the end of “this Main Street of America, Highway 66.”

1, for one, was also seeking the traditional brown Historic
Route sign with End above it, in order to complement my Be-
gin sign in Chicago. But, alas, there was none to be found - not
at any of the above locations. Perhaps they have been mounted,
and unfortunately, removed by people unauthorized to do so. Or
perhaps none have ever been mounted so that highway commis-
sion officials do not have to deal with the dilemma of choosing
which of the above comers to identify as the end. In any event,
don’t bother to look for one. (Nor are there any Begin Historic
Route signs if you turn around and face East at any of the above
comers).

We actually stayed in Santa Monica for a couple nights,
right on Ocean Avenue in between Colorado and Santa Monica
Boulevards. There was something rather special in just lingering
there and reveling in the accomplishment of finally having ar-
rived at “the End of the Mother Road.”

(PS: It’s always nice to share Route 66 events with people
you can relate to. When we sat down for the Steinbeck Awards
luncheon/program, there right next to us were Marilyn & Durelle
Pritchard. It’s a small world!)
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We Went Antiquing

By Geri Bilecki

On Saturday, January 21Ist a group of twenty-six,
braving the weather, met at R-Place in Morris and headed
West on I-80. John and Lenore Weiss hosted this monthly

January monthly outing in front of a covered bridge in Princeton, IL.

outing. The seasoned travelers included four small 66’ers
belonging to Joe and Andrea Coscino First stop - the huge
Peru Antique Mall. The happy shoppers were all re-living

their pasts with so many things to gaze at and observe their
prices. Many of the items some of us remember having
years ago and hoping the trash man would take away!!!
Of course, now they have mega dollar signs on them.
Some people had specific items they were searching for to
fill their collections (or start new ones). Of course, on ev-
eryone’s list was any ‘66’ memorabilia. There were only
a few items from Route 66 found, which tell us that Route
66 enthusiasts everywhere are gobbling them up.

Next, we headed further West and found a charming
covered bridge outside of Princeton. A snowfall the night
before made our trip a winter wonderland with the frosted
trees framing the roads. This scene was just too beautiful
to pass up and to not have a group picture would have been
a shame. Onward South to Princeton, where even a larger
mall awaited us. Sherwood Antiques beckoned us. Some
of the group chose to investigate the charming shops on
Main Street in Princeton. Seems like everyone ended up
with a bag to carry home of a long-lost treasure or two.

Dinner was enjoyed at the Country Kitchen in Princ-
eton. Lots of laughs — good companionship and a wonder-
ful mix of ages and occupations. What a fun way to end
the day. If you have any suggestions for a monthly outing
for September thru December (since the summer months
are full of activities on 66) — please notify the publishers
about your ideas for more fun things to do.

NEWS ABOUT ROUTE 66

Lenore Weiss has made a fantastic discovery! There
is a highly respected travel organization known as the
LONELY PLANET. They produce travel information
books that cover the entire globe. Well over 100 books are
currently available.

This year they have released a new book. It is titled
THE BLUELIST. The purpose of this book is to list the
ten best of many things and places related to tourism and
travel. To quote a part of the introduction page “It’s no
easy task coming up with the debut list of things to do
and places to go when you have the whole world to select
from.”

They have two (2) categories in the extensive con-
tents page. Partone is, “THINGS TO DO.” One listing is,
“BEST ROAD TRIPS.” On pages, 52 & 53 we find their
selection of the ten best road trips in the world. The first
one mentioned is “ROUTE 66, U.S.A.” The nine (9) oth-
ers are in Canada, New Zealand, Turkey, India, Scotland,
South Africa, Australia, Italy and Egypt.

Yes folks, Route 66 has been officially declared as
one of the ten best road trips in the world. That doesn’t
surprise some of us who are active in the preservation of
this American icon. It is ironically appropriate that 2006
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is also the 80th anniversary of Route 66. What a wonderful
birthday present this is.

The book will probably lead to an increase in Route
66 tourism. Let’s be prepared and roll out the red carpet.
The world is coming to visit!

Information about Route 66 in Illinois will be in abun-
dance on July 22 & 23. A special pavilion will be set up to
showcase all the fun and excitement that still can be found
on this historic highway. You can visit with authors and
artists of Route 66. You can also obtain plenty of informa-
tion about sites to visit on the Mother Road in Illinois.

Plan to attend the ROCK ‘N RODS ON ROUTE 66
event at the Bloomington Interstate Events Center.

The Route 66 Pavilion hosts will be the award win-
ning authors, John & Lenore Weiss. They will be available
both days to answer all your Route 66 questions. For more
information visit the website at www.rocknrodson66.com.

The Route 66 Association of Illinois Monthly Events
will resume in September. In the meantime, enjoy this sum-
mer! Join us as we plan a joint venture with the Missouri
association in July, the details are forthcoming. Don’t for-
get our annual association picnic in late summer, date and
location to be announced.



uly 22&23 Secand Unnual 2006

Route 66 - Bloomington lllinois
ar Show - Bike Show - Classic Rock

-

o

Special Exhibit at the Route 66 Pavilion

Orphan Auto Show

Thé parent companies are gone
but the memories live on

Featured Exhibit 1948 Tucker
Call 815-458-2514 for exhibitor information

Bloomington Interstate Event Center Vendor Spaces only $49!
www.rocknrodson66.com Ph: 815-458-2594 info@rocknrodson66.com
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Spring Quarterly Meeting Planning On Moving?
Sunday - April 23, 2006 Don’t miss an issue of
. The Route 66 Association of Illinois 66 News!
J. K. Harrison’s Free Lunch h f add .
Pub & Grill T RS before Send your change of address to:
& April 16, 2006 The Route 66 Association of Illinois
Old l.loute .66 . o Tke Widner, Hall of Fame & Museum.
Braceville, Illinois Grundy County Attn: Martin Blitstein
: Board Member ~ 110 West Howard, Pontiac, IL 61767
Board Meeting 815-955-9824 or O
10:30 a.m. ~ byemailat You can reach Marty: phone 708-444-1312, fax
Lunch break - Noon Whltedanclm];évlvolft“@ sbe- 708-444-1315. Email: blitz66@chicagonet.net
obal.ne
General Meeting . . Please note: The 66 News is not returned to the
1:00 Lunch provided by & o % dd -
:00 p.m. 7. K. Harrison’ Pub & Grill association if your address isn’t current.

Route 66 Association of lllinois Membership Application

Annual Dues

Membership runs May I - April 30
Send address changes and questions to Membership at the address above or e-mail changes to blite66 @chicagonet.net

i Mame:

: General: $20

| Address: Family: $30

| Business: $35

E City: State: Zip Code: Foreign: $50

i Lifetime: $250 .
| Illinois County (if applicable): U.S. funds only, please.

: $25 fee for returned checks.
+ Phone: E-Mail: Send to:

| Membership

i Interests m Foute 66 Rte 66 Assoc. of IL

! Hall of Fame Museum

| Attn: Marty Blitstein

i 110 W. Howard

' How I can help: Pontiac, IL 61764

ROUTE 66 ASSOCIATION OF ILLINOIS Presorted

Standard
TH E N EWS U.S.Postage
2743 Veterans Parkway, #166 PAID

Springfield, IL 62704 Lincoln, IL
Permit No. 66
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The Route 66 Association is a not-for-

profit organization. It’s purpose is to pre-
serve, promote, educate and enjoy Rte 66.

The Board Members are available to an-
swer questions at most reasonable times.

OFFICERS & BOARD MEMBERS

PRESIDENT

John Miller 10-07

14828 San Francisco Ave.
Posen, IL 60469

708-389-3823

Email: kixonrte66@hotmail.com

VICE PRESIDENT

Bill Przybylski 10-06

24156 S. Kings Road

Crete, IL 60417
708-672-7937

Email: W.Przybylski@att.net

TREASURER

Martin Blitstein 10-06

9280 Drummond

Tinley Park, IL 60477
708-444-1312 FAX: 708-444-1315
Email: blitz66@chicagonet.net

RECORDING SECRETARY
Cathie Stevanovich 10-07
9280 Drummond

Tinley Park, IL 60477
708-444-1312

Email: cathiesb@earthlink.net

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY

Linda Zima 10-07

10813 W. Third

Mokena, IL 60448

708-479-9317

Email: zbbookwoman@hotmail.com

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
The officers plus

Duke Cartwright & Jim Jones

BOARD MEMBERS
Lou Vargo 10-07

Cook County

14911 S. Richmond Ave.
Posen, IL 60469
708-339-3640

Bill Gwodz 10-06
DuPage County

8448 Main St.

Downers Grove, IL 60516
630-910-3422

Email: BBGX2@aol.com
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CONTINUED

Dave Zima 10-07
Will County
10813 W. Third
Mokena, IL 60448
708-479-9317

zbbookwoman@hotmail.com

Nick (Ike) Widner 10-07
Grundy County

948 E. Jackson St.
Morris, IL 60450
Home: 815-416-0551
Cell: 815-955-9824

whitedancingwolf66@sbcglobal.net

Jim Jones 10-06
Livingston County

842 S. Walnut St.
Pontiac, IL 61764
815-844-5657

Email: ng9e@verizon.net

Fran Turgeon 10-06
McLean County

111 Meadow Creek Court
Lexington, IL 61753
309-365-9006

Email: fbt@mtco.com

Ernie Edwards 10-06
Logan County

101 W. Oak St.
Broadwell, IL 62623
217-732-2337

Kris Skinner 10-06
Montgomery County
120 E. Ryder St.
Litchfield, IL 62056
217-324-5253

Email:
tourism@litchfieldil.com

Joe Gniadek 10-06

Macoupin County

1109 Cedar, #3B

Glendale Heights, 1L 60139
630-690-4057

Email: blackfrost04@netzero.net

Public Relations

Marty Bilecki

4200 Bargo Lane

Morris, IL 60450
§15-941-3312

Email: Coral57@aol.com

Publication Information: The 66 News is

ublished on/or near the 15" of Mar.,
E’unc, Sept, and Dec. Contributions are THE €6
welcome, without compensation. NEWS
Authors retain all copyright privileges.
Submit all stories, photos and ads at least
8 weeks prior publication. Swmmer
2006

Send to: Kathy Miller
14828 San Francisco
Posen, IL 60469

Kathleen708@hotmail.com

or

Jim Jones

842 S. Walnut St.

Pontiac, IL 61764
ng9e(@verizon.net

CONTINUED

VACANT
Madison County 10-07

St. Clair County 10-07

Ron Pfister 10-06
Sangamon County

250 Melrose Ave.
Aurora, IL 60505
630-966-0408

Email: BIN68@aol.com

AT-LARGE
BOARD MEMBERS

Rosie Vargo 10-05
14911 Richmond Ave
Posen, IL 60469
708-339-3640

Duke Cartwright 10-06
407 Pasadena Ave

Crest Hill, IL 60162
815-726-3574

Email:
dukecawright@comcast.net

Lynn Bagdon 10-06
101 Arcadia
Romeoville, IL 60446
630-531-4577

Email: Lulupic66@aol.com

Advertising Rates
Black and White Print:
Whole Page $125.00
Half Page $75.00
Quarter Page Ad $60.00

Bus. Card Size $40.00

CONTINUED
Larry Scinto 10-07
4311 Kathleen Lane
Oak Lawn, IL. 60453
708-425-2937

Barbara Nicholson 10-05
1150 Elliott Ave.

Aurora, IL 60505
630-896-9109

Email: BIN68@aol.com

For more information
visit the
Association Website
www.il66assoc.org

Preservation

Committee
Contact: Lou Vargo

14911 Richmond Ave.
Posen, IL 60469
708-339-3640

The Route 66 Assoc
Hall of Fame Museum
110 West Howard
Pontiac, IL 61764
815-844-1L66 (4566)
Curator
Marilyn Pritchard
815-844-6937
cyclone@verizon.net
to Schedule Museum Tours
Contact the Museum Tour

Director - Jim Jones
815-844-5657

ng9e(@verizon.net

The 66 News Team
Publisher/Co-Editor: Kathy Miller
Co-Editor: Jim Jones
Layout: Bob Borowiak
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Springtime is here, come join us on Route 66 in Illinois:

If you have any questions please feel free to contact me at 708-528-7866 or by
email at kixonrte66@hotmail.com

The motor tour is here, it’s right around the corner. Kicking off in Edwardsville
on Friday night, Saturday night Hall of Fame Banquet has returned to Lincoln and a
smash finish with a Sock Hop and Car Show in Pontiac on Sunday! Please join us in
celebrating the 80th Anniversary of Route 66 and the 60th Anniversary of the Cozy
Dog!

I want to thank the hosts of the “Monthly Events.” February was “Jail Day” in
Pontiac hosted by the Marilyn and Durelle Pritchard, March hosted by Joe Gniadek
searching for the best apple pie in Elkhart and April was a ghostly tour of the Joliet Ar-
senal hosted by Ike and Cathy Widner in Wilmington. I also want to give my most sin-
cere thanks to Larry Scinto for chairing the preservation committee. Larry is stepping
down leaving the committee in the most capable hands of Lou Vargo. Thanks Larry!

This past March 18th the food network aired “BBQing with Bobby Flay” the
segment entitled “Blast from the Past” which featured our preservation committee at
a work day, BBQing and sprucing up the Odell Station. This presented great national
exposure of the Odell Station and Route 66 in Illinois.

On Friday, June 9th, the long awaited national release of the Pixar film “CARS”
featuring Route 66 and many of our friends and icons along the road. I hope you all get
a chance to see it!

L'invite you to become involved and be an active member in the association. The
Preservation Committee is great way to get involved, help save Route 66 in Illinois.
Also, help us plan our annual motor tour by joining the motor tour committee. Shape
our association by attending the quarterly meetings where new ideas and opinions
are always welcomed. And last but not least, take advantage of the monthly outings,
they’re a great way to see Route 66 and meet your fellow members.

Visit our website at www.il66assoc.org it’s a wealth of information!

Remember, gets your Kicks on Route 66.

Johnn}{ier
President, Route 66 Association of Illinois

Remember this?

The 2003 motor tour at
the Route 66 Drive-in in
Litchfield, IL.
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Willie Anderson... he just keeps on truckin’

by Fran Turgeon

The writer’s days in the cab with Lexington trucker
Willie Anderson began with breakfast at 5:00 a.m. The
Filling Station restaurants’ round table was filled with fel-
low truckers and other early risers, who hided one another
about the relative merits of various truck brands. Willie, an
“International Man,” defended his Detroit diesel powered
1997 model tractor with the appropriate one-liners.

Loaded with corn from the Lexington elevator we

Willie Anderson - Lexington

arrived at Prairie Central Coop’s terminal north of Pontiac
before daylight and enjoyed a second cup of thermos cof-
fee while we waited for the elevator to open. As in his cus-
tom we were first in line to unload.

Willie Anderson Trucking was located in Lexington

In response to my questions, Willie stated, “I be-
gan trucking in 1945, hauling agriculture lime with a 1937
Ford flathead V-8 truck. It used 2 quarts of oil every load.
That winter I completely overhauled the engine and it still
used 2 quarts of oil per load.”
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Loaded with soybeans we left Pontiac for Gibson
City’s Central Soya grain terminal, where the writer got to
see the operation of several convenience features Willie
has installed on his grain trailer. The electrical and hydrau-
lic powered devices take the labor out of hauling grain.

Our return from Gibson City took us back to Lex-
ington’s Prairie Central Coop elevator where we loaded
screenings for delivery to ADM in Peoria. In route to Peo-
ria we stopped at a truck service and supply garage near
Congerville, where the owner inspected the customer 8”
dual chrome exhaust pipes Willie installed on the Interna-
tional.

The writer commented that they make a ‘97 In-

A fleet of trucks from Willie Anderson Trucking

ternational sound like a new Peterbilt for about $80,000
less.

On our return trip via [-74 the chatter on the CB
radio entertained us. Our stop at the Carlock scales was
like a reunion as the scale tender visited with Willie, in-
quiring about family and friends for so long that a line of
twelve semi’s backed up behind our truck. Apologetically,
he waved us on.

Anderson has provided service over several de-
cades to area companies such as Libby Foods, Myers, Inc.,
the former Funk Seed International, and Prairie Central
Cooperative. Long-term relationships undoubtedly built
on trust and service.

One observation that stuck with me was the fluid
motion of Willie’s hands, much like that of musical con-
ductor as they moved from shift lever to toggle switcher,
to signal lights and break levers.

' As a senior member of a fraternity of 1.5 million
truck drivers it was enjoyable to see the respect Willie re-
ceived from everyone we had contact with that day.

The day ended as it began on Route 66 . . . the road
that has taken Lexington trucker Willie Anderson home
for over 55 years.



The Berghoff Restaurant

17 West Adams, Chicago, IL 60603

Family-owned and operated the Berghoff Restaurant
has provided service to the Chicago residents and visitors
for 107 years. Herman and his wife Jan Berghoff are the
third generation of Berghoffs to run the restaurant. Herman
began working for his grandfather’s restaurant in 1952. In
1986, he and Jan purchased the restaurant outright. The
Berghoff Restaurant, Berghoff Cafe, and Berghoff Bar, is
located on Route 66 at 17 West Adams Street in Chicago.

The Berghoff Restaurant offers a unique dining expe-

The sign that hangs outside of The Berghoff
on Route 66 downtown Chicago

rience in the heart of Chicago’s Loop. The turn-of-the-cen-
tury building and its Old World ambience suggest a vivid
history and an enduring presence. From The Berghoff’s
beginnings as a cafe featuring Berghoft Beer to today’s
full-service restaurant, The Berghoff has become a favor-
ite destination for generations of diners from Chicago and
around the world.

Herman Joseph Berghoff opened the Berghoff Cafe
in 1898 to showcase his celebrated Dortmunder-style beer.
Originally located at the corner of State and Adams streets,
one door down from its present location, the bar sold beer
for a nickel and offered sandwiches for free.

THE EARLY YEARS (1887-1930)

The restaurant’s founder, Herman Joseph Berghoff, an
immigrant to America in 1870 from Dortmund, Germany,
began brewing Berghoff Beer in Fort Wayne, Indiana, in
1887 as a family enterprise with his three brothers, Henry,
Hubert and Gustav. A promoter by nature known for his
sparkling blue eyes and determination, Herman dreamed

of expanding the market for his beer beyond Indiana. The
Chicago World’s Fair of 1893 proved to be a perfect in-
troduction when he sold the beer to fair-goers on the now-
famous Midway.

Inspired by the wide public acclaim the beer received
at the fair, Herman opened the Berghoff Cafe in 1898 to
showcase his celebrated Dortmunder-style beer. Origi-
nally located at the corner of State and Adams streets, one
door down from its present location, the bar sold beer for a
nickel and offered sandwiches for free.

“We’ll give the Dutchman six months,” said Herman’s
critics. He proved them wrong, and the bar prospered even
during Prohibition (1918-1933) when it served near beer
and Bergo Soda Pop. Unable to rely on beer sales alone,
the bar expanded into a full-service restaurant, which
earned its own strong reputation by Prohibition’s end.

THE SECOND GENERATION

Its historical facade, which has remained unchanged
since 1950, both belies and hints at the extensive restaurant
operation inside. Housed on four floors --- three of which
contain vast kitchens --- The Berghoft is a modern, full-
service restaurant complete with bakery, butchery and even
a woodworking shop all on site.

Beyond the front doors, diners find a turn-of-the-
century interior with bold woodwork, stained glass and
checkered floors throughout the main-level dining rooms.
Original brass light fixtures hang from high ceilings, and
handcrafted murals overlook the famous stand-up bar.
Throughout the restaurant hang photographs of the Co-
lumbian Exposition and Old Chicago from the Chicago
Historical Society’s archives.

Fixtures of The Berghoff in their own right, the res-
taurant’s professional waiters, known for their briskness
and decades-long tenure, take diners’ orders from The
Berghoft Restaurant menu, which changes daily and sea-
sonally. The Berghoff has one of the most varied menu
selections in Chicago and features innovative American
cuisine, outstanding seafood and salads, and hearty Ger-
man house specialties.

No meal at The Berghoft is complete, of course, with-
out some of the selections that have made it famous. From
a cold stein of Berghoff beer, a side order of the legendary
creamed spinach or a piece of freshly baked apple strudel
for dessert, The Berghoff Restaurant is a Chicago tradi-
tion. Because of a strong dedication to this tradition and

Continued on Page 6
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Continued from Page 5 - Berghoff

The Berghoff’s unique historical presence, many diners
have made the restaurant their chosen place for banquets
and private functions, making The Berghoff staff one of the
most experienced in serving special occasions.

THE THIRD GENERATION

Succeeding generations (3rd and 4th) of the Berghoff
family continue to preserve the century-old ideals of its
founder Herman Joseph Berghoff by consistently pro-
viding quality, service, and value for the generations of
customers who return over the years. Carlyn Berghoff op-
erates her own successful catering business, Artistic Events
by Carlyn Berghoff Catering, Inc.

The Berghoff Restaurant’s reputation for quality and
individuality extends to its custom-made beverages. Berg-
hoff Beer is famous for its full-bodied, all-malt taste based
on an original, 100-year-old family recipe. Whether served
on draft or in the bottles all of the Berghoff Beers are guar-
anteed fresh and produced with the same exacting standards
brought by Herman Joseph Berghoff to America. Look for
Berghoff regular, light, and dark, as well as distinctive sea-
sonal brews such as Bock and Oktoberfest Beers. Savor “A
Real Honest Brew.”

Postcard celebrating the 100th Anniversary of The Berghoff

Since Prohibition’s end, The Berghoff has served its
own private stock, single barrel Kentucky bourbon. The
bourbon is 90 proof, aged 14 years. Enjoy Berghoff Bour-
bon at the restaurant.

A descendant of Prohibition-era Bergo Soda Pop,
Berghoff Root Beer has long been a favorite. For the past
50 years, this exceptional rich-tasting root beer could only
be enjoyed on draft at the restaurant. Now, both regular
and diet varieties are being bottled and can be purchased at
The Berghoff or in retail stores.
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This summer make it a point to stop by and visit with
Ernie and Fran Edwards at the Pig Hip in Broadwell

The traveling display last month
as it appeared at the Joliet His-
torical Museum.

(65
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Scotty’s

Old Route 66 & Hwy 140
Hamel, 1llinois (618) 633-2228

Scotty’s is a significant fixture along Route 66 aside
from the fact that “Lincoln never slept here.” The his-
torical marker next to our front door proudly claims, “In
1897, on this site, nothing happened.” Well, this is abso-
lutely true. Although, it may be true that Lewis and Clark
camped near here before pushing on up the Missouri River
on their little boat trip. And, we think Al Capone and his

Scotty’s Logo

gang might have stopped in here once or twice on their way
to St. Louis (we’re not absolutely sure since they didn’t
sign the guest book). However, a restaurant and bar has
been in continuous operation on this site for 69 years and
has served the travelers up and down Old Route 66 and
has been and is a favorite watering hole and eatery for the
locals in the Village of Hamel and the surrounding villages
in the area.

In 1937, Mr. George Cassens built the unique two-
story building in the Village of Hamel for his wife, Louise,
who became one of the first women in the area to run her
own business (she retired in 1957). She named her busi-
ness Tourist Haven and it became well known for its good
home cooking and friendly service. Also offered to travel-
ers were sleeping rooms upstairs. She was the mother of
Albert Cassens, a Hall of Fame member. Mr. Wilton Rin-
kel, another Hall of Fame member, helped in the construc-
tion of this original Route 66 landmarks.

Since the Tourist Haven, owned by the Cassens and
later by Dale and Betty Pickerill, the name was changed to

the Village Inn, owned by Homer and Lou Pickerill, then
to Eamie’s Restaurant, owned by Bob Earnhart, and now
Scotty’s Route 66 Restaurant & Bar, owned by Jim and Pat
Allen.

Scotty’s has been very active in Route 66 events.

The village has been passport stops for the annual motor
- -

Group photo from the ending celebration of the 2004 motor tour

tour and Scotty’s was the final passport stop on the 2005
tour. When we were notified that Scotty’s would be the
final stop, we worked with the village and put on a festival
for tour participants and village residents. We had food
booths, a car show, a band, historical booths, and the First
Annual Tricycle Race. All had a great time. Pat is a Trustee
for the Village of Hamel and Jim is a member of the village
tourism board.

Scotty’s continues the fine tradition of good home
cooking and friendly service, especially catering to trav-
elers along Route 66. We have served travelers from Ar-
gentina, Australia, Canada, Denmark, England, France,
Germany, Japan, Italy, Luxembourg, Holland, Norway, Ro-
mania, Russia, Spain, and Sweden. Also, visitors from over
20 states have stopped in. We have enjoyed the fine com-
pany of many tour groups and individual travelers. Over
the years, many celebrities have stopped in. These have
included Waylon Jennings, Alan Bartledge, Jerry Reed,
Frank Opinion, Dan Dierdorf, and others (we think Elvis
might have stopped by - don’t know for sure).

In addition to Scotty’s collection of Route 66 par-
aphernalia and photos of early Hamel, of special traveler
interest is the Route 66 signpost and the “Old Route 66
Golf Links in Lovely Downtown Hamel” (miniature golf
course) alongside the building. We also have on display,
the original signboard for Tourist Haven.
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Leland Storm

In 1958, Leland Storm began a career with the II-
linois State Police. His first 4 years with the department
were spent in the Chicago area. In the fall of 1961 Leland
was transferred to the Litchfield Sub-Post, where he spent
the next 12 years patrolling “The Mother Road”, in Mont-
gomery and Macoupin Counties.

Troops were scarce in the 60’s, often Trooper Storm
would be the only trooper assigned to each of those coun-
ties, especially on the “mid-night” shift, I1 pm to 7 am.

Trooper Leland Storm - Litchfield

Of course, the action was on route 66 where traffic flowed
from coast to coast. The sheriffs departments had no dep-
uties assigned to night shifts, their departments only had
the sheriff, chief deputy and a paper server or two. The
sheriff’s departments never became involved on Route 66;
it was assumed that troopers handled things on Route 66.

Trooper Storm did get the action on Route 66. He
treated the public like family, responded to requests for
help, stayed with a situation until a solution was found,
even if overtime was required, and, at a time when the
Department did not provide overtime compensation.
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Trooper Storm worked in all kinds of weather during
all hours of the day and night. Often, at night, the only
police officer for several miles. If he got into trouble, he
was alone and had to find a solution alone. He knew many
of the people who lived near Route 66, occasionally us-
ing their residences to allow accident victims to rest while
waiting for an ambulance. Those same residents would
call Trooper Storm in case of need, often at his home, and
kept him informed of suspicious activities. Those who
drove Route 66 knew Trooper Storm, and of his reputa-
tion for tending to the Mother Road and of his dedication
to duty.

Several years ago, a film crew did a documentary on
Route 66 for national broadcasting. Trooper Storm, who
retired a few years earlier, was one of two retired troopers
selected for the program. When asked to compare Route
66 with the new interstate highway, Trooper Storm said
that when a fence was put along the highway it took away
the personal relationship of those who lived along the
road. When the main highway was Route 66, locals had a
close personal feeling for the road, but the fence along the
new interstate highway took that feeling away. It wasn’t
their road anymore.

Leland Storm retired on August 31, 1993, as Chief-of
Staff to the Department of Operations of the Illinois State
Police after over 35 years of service. He maintained his
“contacts” from Route 66: and continued his skills on his
daily commute, often assisting patrol troopers while trav-
eling from his home in Hillsboro to his office in Spring-
field. He was an asset to those who traveled Route 66, and
a credit to the Illinois State Police. Trooper Leland Storm
and “The Mother Road” was a perfect match.

One can only imagine the terrifying, interesting,
heart wrenching and certainly humorous encounters a
man like Leland had. He had presided over childbirth,
recovered several stolen vehicles, escorted presidents and
dignitaries. Trooper Storm treated the public like family,
responding to request for help and staying with a situation
until a solution was found. Working alone much of the
time if he found himself in trouble, he would have to find
a solution alone.

Those who lived along or drove the road knew
Trooper Storm, and of his reputation for tending to Route
66 and of his dedication to duty.

Leland’s ability to retell the stories of a troopers-life
on Rt. 66 is both interesting and impressive. His personal-
ity and charisma makes him one the life’s true storytellers
and he reflects the true flavor and character of the Route.



The Route 66 Association of Illinois
Tom Teague Ambassador’s Award

Durelle and Marilyn Pritchard

Pontiac, IL

tion of Illinois Hall of Fame Museum. She and
Durelle have many friends and they have been
able to obtain either through donations or loan
many of the display cases. They procured the flip
cases and the mannequins as well as many of the
other display items. Marilyn tastefully displays
the donated items and records each one faithfully.
With over 175 persons having donated, it requires

It all began when Durelle joined in a meeting,
together Tom Teague and others to form a small group
of individuals proposing an association to promote,
preserve, educate, remember, and enjoy Rt66. Thus,
the Illinois Rt. 66 Association came into being. Since
its inception, Durelle and Marilyn have worked tire-
lessly for the Route 66 association and now for the Rt.
66 Hall of Fame Museum in Pontiac.

In her years with Route 66 Association, Marilyn
has served capably in a variety of capacities includ-
ing at one time corresponding secretary, member of
the finance committee, recording secretary, motor tour
committee and serving on the Hall of Fame Commit-
tee. Durelle has served on the finance committee for
over ten years.

But this is just the tip of the iceberg. Some of
their duties have involved at least two weeks of prep
work every night as part of the hall of fame and motor
tour committee making arrangements for the annual
motor tour. In the past, they have at one time or an-
other taken responsibility for the advertising, tracking
the reservations and fees, and mailing invitations to
the entire former Hall of Fame membership. Marilyn
has also preserved all the history of each of the more
recent Hall of Fame members. They work with the
hall of fame committee and work with the motor tour
committee to take care of the banquet arrangements,
and Marilyn introduces each of the past inductees.

Marilyn is the curator of the Route 66 Associa-

much time spent on each job.

Many of the items they have procured are in
need of some repair and that’s where Durelle excels.
Whenever you stop in you will find him doing the
small mundane jobs like emptying the trash or the
more desperate feats like fashioning a lifelike hand for

- the mannequins, or refinishing a display case, mak-

ing arrangements to have someone help take it to the
new rooms upstairs. Then there is wiring, which he
recently completed on the new 66 shield signs in order
for them to be properly spaced across the Museums
front window. Previously he had installed lighting in
the recently loaned display cases. Of course, we have
all seen and admired his handiwork in wiring the stop
and go lights.

Marilyn has presented programs at Evenglow
for the residents to enjoy and remember as most of
them at one time or another had driven on 66. She has
arranged special days at the museum such as the one
in which State Farm was honored for their contribu-

“tions to the association. The display was such a plus

and the museum is honored to have it remain. She was
instrumental in soliciting the donation by State Sen.
Rutherford presenting the museum with an Illinois
State Flag.

It is an asset to have a couple with local ties. We
are fortunate to have a civic-minded, multi talented
couple, which continue to remain active since the con-
ception of the association. With Marilyn and Durelle
as a team, the museum will remain top notch
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MEMBER'’S LICENSE PLATES

From 1llinois, Indiana, and Missouri

Ilinois Plates of Steve and Glaida Funk
Funk’s Grove — Shirley, Illinois

Land of Lincoln

Illinois Plates of Marty Schleder Indiana Plates of Jo Ann Trusner
Evergreen Park, Illinois Clarksville, Indiana

S UD HUUIE bb
NDIANA

| - THE MTEWD

Missouri Plates of Kirk and Tina Johnson
St. Louis, Missouri
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The “Robber Baron”

who saved Jackson Boulevard for US 66
By Dave Clark

When Route 66 was born in November 1926, its
eastern starting point was the intersection of Jackson and
Michigan Boulevards in Chicago, and the highway fol-
lowed Jackson for its first two miles. Visitors to Chicago
often wonder why 66 started where it did, and why Jack-

be paved with asphalt, and the smooth surfaces became
the favored routes for the “wheelmen,” as the bicycling
enthusiasts of the late 1800s were called.

By 1888, street rail encumbered all east-west streets
in the central business district EXCEPT Jackson, but the
year before Charles Yerkes, the “Goliath of
Graft,” had used his influence to obtain a
franchise for a cable car along Jackson be-
tween Dearborn and LaSalle streets for his
company, the West Chicago Street Rail-
way. One of Yerkes’s common tactics was
to grab franchises where available, even
where he had no intention to build, just to
keep the streets free of competitor’s lines.
Here, the cable line was never built, but the
move spurred a majority of property own-
ers along western Jackson, between Gar-
field Park and Halsted Street, to petition
the Common Council to turn over Jackson
in their area to the West Park Commission

Postcard of Ashland Avenue, looking north from Jackson Boulevard,
postmarked 1907. West Jackson went though a large upper-middle
class neighborhood. The residents were not interested in street rail
since most owned their own carriages or could afford to hire one as
needed.

son was chosen over any of the other parallel streets in
downtown Chicago. Today, there is little to distinguish
Jackson from Adams, Monroe, Madison, Washington, or
Randolph Streets in terms of width, pavement, or traffic.
So, why Jackson? The answer to the question takes us
back to the years 1888-1897, and involves bribes to Al-
dermen, back-door business deals, and dirty tricks among
competitors. In other words, standard operating proce-
dure in Chicago politics!

From 1834-1888, Jackson was a “street,” not a “bou-
levard.” In 1869, the Illinois legislature approved the for-
mation of the North, West, and South Park Districts—au-
tonomous governmental bodies that had their own taxing
and bonding power—to create around Chicago a rectangle
of public parks, with grand boulevards to connect them.
The boulevards were meant for “pleasure drives,” a phrase
in the pre-automobile era referring to horse-drawn car-
riages. Commercial traffic was prohibited, which meant
no “teaming” of heavy cartage wagons along the boule-
vards, and no franchises for cable cars or electric street
trolleys. Boulevards were the first city thoroughfares to

for boulevarding. The ordinance passed

1932 Map showing Jackson Boulevard running from Garfield Park
east (right) toward Halsted Street (1893 Boulevard limit) then con-
tinuing east over the Chicago River, to Michigan Boulevard.

October 22, 1888.

On June 29, 1891, the Chicago Tribune wrote, “For
some time leading West Side property owners...have been
discussing the problem of how the West Park (boulevard)
system could be connected with the South Park system...
At the present time the nearest points to which the West
and South Side systems reach for connection are the inter-
section of Jackson and Halsted streets and the intersection
of Michigan avenue and Jackson street.

“It has been frequently suggested that Jackson
Street be made a boulevard between the two points indi-
cated. This would make the connection complete. (Jack-
son) has also a magnificent double bridge, and there are

Continued on Page 12
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Continued from Page 11 - Robber Baron

few mercantile houses on it. Objection, however, was
made by the team-owners and their friends in the Council,
and the boulevarding project was abandoned.”

A February 1896 Tribune editorial reported, “An
electric street railway company, which desires to enter
into competition with the West [Chicago Street Rail-

o

1909 photo of Jackson Bridge, replaced with current bridge in 1915.
Swing bridges of this type pivoted 90 degrees to allow ships to pass.
The bridge was steam-driven and had two 21-foot-wide lanes and
two 6-foot sidewalks. DN-0007223, Chicago Daily News negatives
collection, Chicago Historical Society.

way]...is anxious to get a right of way on Jackson street.”
The Chicago Central Electric Company needed entry into
the Loop, and the Jackson Bridge was one of the few po-
tential gateways remaining. Yerkes jumped into the fray,
again seemingly to keep the street away from a competi-
tor. West side improvement clubs canvassed property
owners along Jackson between the Chicago River Bridge
and Halsted Street. The majority favored the concept of
boulevarding the stretch, but balked at signing a support-
ing petition because they knew the cost of improving the
thoroughfare would be paid by a special assessment on
them, at a cost of $8.00 per frontage foot of property. Yer-
kes made offers to purchase frontage from the owners at
$20.00 per foot but found few takers.

An ordinance giving the West Park Commissioners
the control of Jackson from Halsted Street to the Chicago
River failed to win a majority vote in the Common Coun-
cil in February 1896. The Tribune wrote, “Jackson Street
is for sale. To boulevard, the street would be to take it out
of the market and put an end to a chance of making a very
profitable trade. Whoever has the longest pole will get the
persimmons.”

However, less than a month later, the boulevard or-
dinance was again introduced and passed easily. Curi-
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ously, the ordinance specified that property owners along
the new boulevard section would only be assessed a tax of
$1 per front-foot for the improvements. At this low cost,
the property owners had gladly signed on to the support-
ing petition. So, why the sudden turnaround on the part of
the Aldermen, and who would pay the $7 per frontage foot
that the property owners would not?

Charles Yerkes, President of the West Chicago Street
Railway, was notorious for using graft and blackmail to get
his way. In other deals, he had set up dummy companies,
paid bribes to Aldermen, and had employed “professional
vamps” to seduce and then blackmail lawmakers. In the
case of the Jackson Boulevard ordinance, he had secretly
agreed to pay the balance of the improvement costs from
his personal fortune, thus blocking his competitor from
winning the franchise.

With the western end of the river bridge now off-
limits to rails, an ordinance transferring the remaining
portion of Jackson to the South Park District passed eas-

| METROPOLITAN "L TRAIN, Ci
T OVER CHICAGO

Postcard view of the Metropolitan West Side Elevated Train cross-
ing the JackKnife Bridge over the Chicago River. This bridge was
located a 1/2 block south of Jackson. Charles Yerkes did not control
the Metropolitan West Side Elevated, and did not want yet another
competitor to use the Jackson bridge for a street railway

ily. The Tribune reported on May 20, 1896 that Mayor
Swift had signed the ordinance, and “Jackson street east
of the river will be under control of the South Park Com-
missioners as soon as they see fit to take action accepting
the Council’s offer.”

The improvements to the east end of the new
Boulevard began in June 1897, and Jackson was paved
in asphalt by August. With the coming of the automobile,
travelers would find that Jackson was the only downtown
east-west thoroughfare, which could be driven without
worry of dodging trolleys. Thanks to Charles Yerkes us-
ing it as a pawn in his game of bribery and dirty deals,
Jackson became a Boulevard, and it then became Route 66
simply because there was no other choice.



Two Cell Jail

Gardner, IL
by John and Lenore Weiss

One of Illinois’ fun, unique Route 66 stops is the 1906 two-cell jail
in Gardner. Very few guidebooks even have information about it. As a
result, the majority of travelers drive right past it. For the last year, the
restored, one of a kind jail has been open and accessible during the day
to the public. It provides a great photo opportunity as well.

To bring more awareness to this great attraction, the Village of Gard-
ner has installed some attractive signage. If anyone misses this now, it
is their own fault. The brown signs are real attention getters from both X

directions. it -
IF P
At the jail, folks can also learn about the local hero, Rev. Chris- 2 cELL"'D JA“‘ 5

tiansen, the man who helped save the world from nuclear destruction. 4 E——
Benches and picnic tables are available for a restful stop in the tidy Me-
morial Park.

Congratulations Gardner on a job well done!

New signage goes up in Gardner, IL

June 23-25, 2006
1979 and older cars
Trucks
& Motorcycles

Takes place on the pavement of Route 66

2 Power Tours Visit the website at Showing at Sky View

Live Entertainment v w litchficld.il.us Drive In Theater
Vendor/Exhibit Area “Two Lane

Contact: Kris Skinner 1-866-733-5833 Blacktop
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3rd Annual
Cruisin’ Route 66 to Litchfield, IL Classic Car Festival

by Kris Skinner

Cars line up on Route 66 for the 2nd Annual “Cruisin Route ‘66” in Litchfield last year June 2005

Litchfield will be hosting the 3rd Annual Cruisin’
Route 66 to Litchfield, IL. Classic Car Festival, June
23-25th. This premier event on Route 66 is all about
experiencing the Mother Road and the nostalgia that
comes with it. The adventure begins Friday with two
cruises. Joliet, IL will be looking forward to greeting
participants from the North as the tour will be leaving
the Route66 Welcome Center at 9:00am and from the
south the City of St. Louis will be sending off the tour
from the Old Chain of Rocks Bridge into Illinois. Af-
ter several stops, the tours will be arriving in Litchfield
just in time for a Welcome Party that is sponsored by
Pizza Man and Pepsi Cola.

Several car clubs have stepped forward to par-
ticipate as groups this year. The local Wolf Pack Car
Club of course will be on hand to coordinate the car
placement on the pavement it self. The Daytona Su-
per Bird Auto Club will be around all weekend, as will
members of the Fabulous Fifties Chevy group.

Saturday is the main day of the event. Taking
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place in one of the most
unique locations, on Route
66 itself, has been a draw
for a number of attendees.
The Car Show will begin
at 10am on Route 66 from
Weir St. to Ferdon St. The
Car Show is limited to vehi-
cles 1979 and older. A num-
ber of Route 66 personali-
ties, Erin Moran “ Joannie”
from the television series
“Happy Days” will be on
hand to visit with Festival-
goers and sign autographs.
The festival will have food
vendors and merchandise
booths. Come have your car
tested in the “DYNO” area.
The Car Show is open to the
public for viewing. After a
break from 4pm to 6pm the
car show participants will
meet back on the Route 66 pavement to start a cruise
through downtown Litchfield and on to the Sky View
Drive In.

The group the “Big Shake Daddies” will per-
form from 6:30pm to 9pm prior to the showing of the
classic “Two Lane Blacktop™.

New this year, the City will be hosting a send
off breakfast. This event could not take place without
the generous support of our local sponsors. Litchfield
welcomes all car enthusiasts to this weekend of fun
times and great memories.

For more information on sponsorships, car regis-
trations, and vendor registrations, please contact Kris
Skinner, Tourism Coordinator, City of Litchfield at
(217) 324-5253 ext. 147 or check out our website at
www litchfield.il.com

MARK YOUR
CALENDARS FOR JUNE 23-25, 2006.



February, Part of the Monthly Events Series
A Day in Pontiac

By Larry Scinto

It was a chilly day on February 19, 2006 when
approximately 25 people met at the Route 66 Associa-
tion of Illinois Hall of Fame and Museum in Pontiac
for a trip to the new Livingston County Jail and the
State Police Headquarters.

Marilyn and Durelle Pritchard of Pontiac ar-
ranged this day trip to the jail and police headquarters
for us. We left the museum at 3:00 p.m. After a short
jaunt to the edge of town, we arrived at the jail. The
tour of the jail took about an hour; we were shown all
of the holding cells and the offices. At the time, the
county jail was not open.

After the tour of the jail, we traveled a few blocks
to the Area 6 State Police Headquarters where they
toured us through the new facility. The old facility
on Route 66 in Pontiac is a Hall of Fame Member and
famous for being shaped like a revolver which is vis-
ible from the air.

Locked up in jail? No, they posed for this picture during a tour of the
facility.

Following the tours, we all gathered at Bernar-
di II Restaurant in Downtown Pontiac for dinner. It
would have been nicer if the weather was warmer but
it was February. Everyone had a good time! Thank
you Marilyn and Durelle for the enjoyable trip.

March, Part of the Monthly Events Series
Searching for the Best Apple Pie

By Bill and Barb Gwodz

We want to give a special thanks to Joe Gniadek
for planning the road trip on March 25, 2006 to
Elkhart, IL to search for the best Apple Pie. After
a hearty breakfast at the Dwight Family Restaurant,
thirteen “roadies” from Crete, Burbank, Wheaton,
Downers Grove, Joliet and Glendale Heights enjoyed
the sights and each other’s company.

Those who had not been there before found the
Museum in Pontiac very impressive as well as the
Mineral Museum in Elkhart.

A stop at Funk’s Grove for sirup and antiquing
in Elkhart and Williamsville provided the necessary
shopping experiences.

Of course, no trip is complete without a special
treat, which was provided by Joe at the Bluestem
Bakery in Elkhart. After savoring their famous apple
pie and other memorable sweets, he surprised us by
playing his guitar and singing his rendition of “Get

Your Kicks on Route 66.” A hearty round of applause
followed. YOU GO JOE!

The group starts
to gather at the
Launching Pad
as they start their
search for the
Best Apple Pie
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April, Part of the Monthly Events Series
Joliet Arsenal Ghost Tour!

by Kathy Miller

Ike and Cathy Widner were host to a group of trav-
elers on Saturday, April 8th as nearly 40 people met at the
Midewin Tall Grass Prairie for a Ghost Tour of the Joliet
Arsenal and cemeteries that are located on Route 66 just
north of Wilmington. The tour lasted approximately 3
1/2 hours.

We were led in our cars — caravan style through the
cemeteries and the Arsenal. Our tour guides talked about
the history of the region relating stories of the past. We
learned how the government relocated farmers with little
to no notice as they claimed the land to build what was
then two arsenals, located on both the east and west sides
of Route 66. The guides led us to two cemeteries filling
our heads with stories from yesterday.

Leaving Midewin John and Lenore Weiss led a con-
voy through Brooklyn, IL weaving a path for a brief stop
at Jack’s Metal Art in Essex, IL before arriving at the Hall

of Fame Rivera Roadhouse for dinner. The Riviera is lo-
cated on Route 66 in Gardner, IL the Riviera is the home
of the Hall of Fame Trolley Car Diner. Thanks Ike and
Cathy everyone had a wonderful time!

Participants gather to hear folk lore and history from the guides at
the Joliet Arsenal Haunted Cemetary tour.

Kruzin with the Bileckis

By Marty and Geri Bilecki

Are you ready yet? Did you get set? If you haven’t
yet — then — let’s go!!! Already we are offered so many
opportunities to re-discover 66 and all that awaits us.
Treats like hometown cooking at local spots — that don’t
deep fry everything or package it in plastic. A smile ata
small shop or business that continues to survive in spite
of the commercial giants. A small parts store or hard-
ware store that still has the missing bolt or screw that just
dropped from your classic car or your daily rider!!

The February 26th program at the Joliet Museum
gave us an opportunity to share our Route 66 journey
of last year from Chicago to Santa Monica. Jim Jones
along with Kathy and John Miller shared their stories of
the road also. The audience of approximately 70 people
asked many questions and were very enthusiastic about
journeying on Route 66. We hope that we inspired them
to do an adventure ride also!!!

We have another short story to tell of an early
March-April ride south that put us on the Mother Road
and past some of our haunts thru Illinois to the Missis-
sippi River area of Collinsville and parts of our annual
tour. Yes, the signs of spring were evident on our one-
week trip to the Gulf Coast but also the sadness of the
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Katrina disaster. We checked out some of the stops on
the way down and back that awaits us on our tour in June
and wish as many can make the trek in spite of fluctuating
gas prices. As one of our members stated, “We’ll always
have the tour.”

We made a lunch stop at the Cozy Dog and, as usual,
Sue Waldmire and her crew were running at tull throttle.
Wherever our flyers and 66 info were not found we re-
placed the empty slots and counter tops with a “Thank
You™ thrown in. We hope that all will purchase and dis-
play our official Route 66 patch during the tour and also
wear it proudly as we promote, educate and support the
Route 66 roadway of Illinois. Info to obtain the patch is
in this edition of the 66 news.

A final note — we have been in contact with a Na-
tional Truckers Association and its P.R. people who will
air a radio broadcast nationwide on a private truckers ra-
dio station. This program will honor the Route 66 Asso-
ciation of Illinois and the Willie Anderson induction into
our Hall of Fame in 2006. I am told that this group is
100,000 strong and they drive the highways of the USA
and Canada. Congratulations to our other Route 66 Hall
of Fame Inductees for 2006 — The Berghoff Restaurant,
Mr. Leland Storm and Scotty’s. And not to be forgotten
— Marilyn and Durell Pritchard - for the Ambassador’s
Award. Remember to Keep Kruzin and IF YOU DON'T
GO - YOU WON'T KNOW!!!



A Trip Down Old Route 66

by Norm Griffeth
Part |

Early in 1999, just after my 66th birthday, I told my
wife that this would be a good year to take a trip from Chi-
cago to Los Angeles on old Route 66. T had been a member
of The Route 66 Association of Illinois since 1993, and we
had talked about making the trip, but had not done any-
thing about it. We had driven parts of the route over the
years, and in 1969 had driven from Chicago to LA, but
none of those trips were for the purpose of retracing Route
66 through the eight states where it traveled.

ILLINOIS

We made our plans, I fastened a clean “Route 66” plate
to the front of our car, and we left home on the morning of
September 20, 1999. Our home is in the Chicago suburbs,
about a mile off Joliet Road (part of the “Original Route
667). so we drove to downtown Chicago to begin the trip at
the corner of Adams Street and Michigan Avenue, where a
sign reads “BEGIN Historic Route 66 Illinois™. This was
the year of the cows in Chicago, and we saw many cow
statues on the sidewalks. colorfully painted and appropri-
ately named. We followed Historic Route 66 as much as
we could through several suburbs, most of which tried to
have some tie-in to the route. For example, Berwyn had a
flag on every light post which read “Berwyn, US 66™.

We drove past the Wishing Well Motel in Countryside,
stopped at Dell Rhea’s Chicken Basket in Willowbrook,
and at White Fence Farm in Lemont. The latter is owned
by the Robert Hastert family. Their cousin, Dennis Hastert
of Yorkville, IL is Speaker of the House of Representatives
in Washington, DC. We continued on through Joliet to
Wilmington, where we stopped to see the “Gemini Giant”
at the Launching Pad Drive-In, then on to the Standard Oil
Gas Station in Odell. Near Cayuga, north of Pontiac, we
stopped to photograph the restored barn advertising Mera-
mac Caverns in Stanton, MO. The sign by the road read
“This nostalgic barn has been restored by volunteers of the
Route 66 Association of Illinois Preservation Committee!
Aug. 30,1998,

At Funk’s Grove in Shirley, Glaida Funk showed us
around and told us why they produce Pure Maple Sirup, not
syrup. “Sirup™ was the preferred spelling when referring to
the product made by boiling sap. “Syrup” with a “y”, how-
ever, was defined as the end product of adding sugar to fruit
Juice. Pure Maple Sirup is a tradition that will continue at
Funk’s Grove.

We went on to the Dixie Truckers Home in McLean,
which at that time housed the Illinois Route 66 Hall of
Fame. A number of the places where we stopped were

members of the Hall of Fame, such as the Chicken Basket,
White Fence Farm, and Funk’s Grove. We were able to get
autographs of several of the Hall of Fame members. We
stopped that night at a motel in McLean.

On day two we had breakfast in Atlanta, and went
on to Broadwell for a visit with Ernie Edwards, “The Ole
Coot” himself, at the former Pig-Hip Restaurant (Hall of
Fame). We spent an hour or so with Ernie and heard some
of his stories about the old days on Route 66. We left with
an autographed placemat from the Pig-Hip Restaurant.

We stayed on the old route for a while but had to re-
Join [-55 at Williamsville, then exit at Sherman to get back
on the old route. Next stop was Bill Shea’s Gas Station
Museum (Hall of Fame) in Springfield, crammed with oil
and gas station memorabilia. Then on to the Cozy Drive-
In (Hall of Fame) in Springfield, for a Cozy Dog, (hot dog
on a stick). That was a good lunch stop. The temperature
was 06 degrees. South of Springfield, we stopped to take a
walk across the Sugar Creek Covered Bridge, not open to
auto traffic. On the trip, back home we had lunch at The
Ariston Cafe in Litchfield.

A little farther down the road was the Soulsby Shell
Station (Hall of Fame) in Mount Olive, being restored by
the Illinois Route 66 Preservation Committee. It had not
been used in many years, as shown by the picture I took of
a rather large tree growing between the rails of an outdoor
service rack. Down the road in Staunton is Rich Henry’s
Old Route 66 Emporium. Rich has a few of the remain-
ing “Snortin Norton”, “Humpin’ to Please™ trailers of the
Campbell’s 66-truck line. Rich’s dad, Hubert, (Hall of
Fame) ran his own trucks on Route 66 for many years.

As we approached Edwardsville, we saw a billboard
along the road advertising Cassens & Sons, Inc, Edwards-
ville. The logo on the sign was 3M Media. This sign was
of special interest to me as | worked for National Advertis-
ing Co. a subsidiary of 3M for over 33 years, retiring in
1992, We built highway billboards and advertising signs
all over the country. 3M sold the subsidiary in 1997, and
this was the only sign we saw with an old 3M logo. The
Cassens (Hall of Fame) were the first people to haul au-
tomobiles on a semi-trailer, and they are still in business.
In Hamel, we saw banners on the lampposts, which read
“Get Your Kicks on Route 66 Hamel”. When I worked for
3M National, we had offices and warehouses in Hamel and
then in Edwardsville.

Continued on Page 18
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Continued from Page 17 - A Trip Down Old 66

Next, we tried to find the Chain of Rocks Bridge
(Hall of Fame), which crossed the Mississippi River be-
tween Madison, IL and St. Louis, MO. We didn’t find the
[llinois side, so crossed over into Missouri and visited that
side. It is one of the longest continuous truss type bridges
in the country, over a mile long (5,353 feet), and takes a 24
degree turn in mid-river. The bridge was built from both
sides of the river, and when it finally met in the center, it
was only 1/32” off, quite a feat for that time period. Ren-
ovation was begun on the bridge in 1997, and its use is
limited to bicycle and foot traffic, and occasional special
events.

While all eight states through which Route 66
passed have put up signage to mark the old routes, we felt

that at the time of our trip, Illinois had done the best job of

that, and we were able to drive more miles on old road bed
in Illinois that in any other state.

MISSOURI

We followed the old route through St. Louis and
found that the neighborhoods where we drove were badly
deteriorated. (We took a different route on the way back
and stopped at Ted Drewes Frozen Custard for an ice cream
treat.) We drove on to stay in Rolla that night.

Our day three began with a stop at Fort Leonard
Wood where | took Army Basic Training in early 1955. We

visited the World War II Museum Complex and took the
Walking Tour. The museum contains uniforms and equip-
ment used in training in the 1940°s and 1950°s, and has
preserved a few frame buildings of the 1940°s, such as a
Barracks and an Orderly Room. We visited Waynesville,
the nearest town to Fort Leonard Wood, which has changed
a lot since 1955.

We drove several miles on the old road and stopped
at the Historic Route 66 Mall at Phillipsburg for some Route
66 memorabilia.

KANSAS

Kansas has only 13 miles of Route 66, but they are
well preserved and worth the time. We drove the route
and crossed the March Rainbow Bridge. This is the last
remaining Rainbow Bridge on Route 66, built in 1923, and
saved by the Kansas Route 66 Association. A sign at the
bridge read:

WELCOME TO KANSAS --ROUTE 66 13.2 MILES
-- TYING 66 TOGETHER -- FROM CHICAGO TO L.A.
-- IN CONSTANT USE -- FROM 1926 — 1960 - A JOINT
PROJECT OF CHEROKEE COUNTY -- COMMISSION
AND THE KANSAS HISTORIC ROUTE 66 ASSOCIA-
TION 1994.

Editors Note: Watch for Part Il in the 66 News Fall
2006

Raffle
It's a Win/Win Situation thanks to the Coscino Famlly'

The Coscino family, active members of the Route
66 Association of Illinois and the preservation com-
mittee, is generously donating a custom prepared GO
CART in the style of a 1956 T-BIRD. All proceeds
from this raffle will benefit the preservation projects
on Route 66. You Win and Preservation in Illinois
Wins!

The Coscino family, Joe. Andrea, and their four
children, won this fabulous prize last year at a Chica-
go Car Show held at Soldiers Field. A family discus-
sion was held with the unanimous conclusion that the
best use of this prize was to use it to benefit the road
they all enjoy traveling on, historic Route 66. The
children emphasized that they “Want to save those old
buildings on Route 66.” They have lots of fun when
they go to them.

The final drawing will take place at the conclu-
sion of the popular ROCK N’ RODS ON ROUTE 66
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The Coscmo children pose in the ‘56 T-bird Go- Cart Steven is seat-
ed in the go-cart. Standing behind the go-cart, from left to right, is
Alyssa, Michael and Kaylie.

car show event on Saturday and Sunday, July 22 &
23. The Go Cart will be on display in the Route 66
Pavilion, one of the many highlights of this event.
The winner will NOT need to be present.

For raffle information, contact John or Lenore at
815-458-6616.



WHAT ASSOCIATION MEMBERS DO!

Part of a continuing series featuring Association members who contribute to the promotion, education, and

enjoyment of Route 66 in Illinois!

Windy City Road Warrior Announces Tours and Events

Dave Clark is a member of the Route 66 Association of
Illinois, and he has extensively researched the highway history
of Chicago and Cook County. Roadies interested in learning
more about the places and events in the 66 corridor’s past will
have plenty of opportunities in the coming months Chicago Loop
Walking Tours. Visitors to Chicago today find few obvious re-
minders of the city’s past as a highway hub. The history of the
highways of Chicago is best understood, ironically enough, when
you park your car and put shoe leather on the sidewalks. 66 in the
city comes alive when you take the time to savor the sights and
sounds, venture into the buildings that line the highway, and look
closer at things that fly by your car window too fast.

Dave Clark is now offering a regular schedule of daily,
two-hour walking tours of Route 66 in Chicago’s downtown
business district, a.k.a. “The Loop.” Learn where 66 did and did
NOT “start” through the years; discover the place where Stan-
dard Time was adopted; visit interior spaces designed by Frank
Lloyd Wright and Louis Tiffany; and find out where the world’s
first skyscraper was located— ALL on 66, and all just a few steps
away!

Tours are scheduled for weekdays at 4:15 p.m. and week-
ends at 10:00 a.m. and 12:30 p.m. Advance registrations are RE-
QUIRED. The fee is $10.00 per person. For more information,
to receive a brochure about the tours or to register: visit www.
windycityroadwarrior.com, call 312-432-1284, or write to David
Clark, Windy City Road Warrior Tours, 843 W. Adams Street
#312, Chicago, IL 60607.

Slide Show “Tour” and Presentation: See it Now! Route
66--From the Iron City to the Loop Joliet Area Historical Mu-
seum -- Sunday May 21, 2:00 p.m.

Today’s traveler can still drive most of old Route 66 from
Joliet to Chicago’s lakefront without encountering much express-
way driving. But, historic structures and buildings are increas-
ingly disappearing or are endangered because of development
and “progress.” From Joliet’s Ruby Street Bridge to Chicago’s
Buckingham Fountain, Highway Historian and Route 66 author,
David Clark, takes us on a slide show tour of the historic sights
still seen on the road today as well as the sites where important
structures once stood. This program is great for those interested
in “doing 66,” but who don’t have more than a day to spare! The
cost of this program is FREE for Museum members, Route 66
Association of Illinois members, and $3 for non-members. Ad-
vance registration and payment is required and can be made by
calling the Museum at 815-723-5201 ext. 235 or 226. The Joliet
Area Historical Museum is located at 204 N. Ottawa Street, Jo-
liet, IL 60432 www.jolietmuseum.org

Mother Road Bus and Walking Tour Elmhurst Art Museum
-- Saturday August 26, 2006.

The Elmhurst Art Museum will be exhibiting RETURN TO
ROUTE 66: PHOTOGRAPHS FROM THE MOTHER ROAD,
a show of the photographic work by renowned artist and author

Shellee Graham. As a supporting program to the exhibit, the mu-
seum has organized a bus tour of Route 66 through Cook County,
which will include a walking tour of a section of the Mother Road
at its starting point in Chicago’s Loop. Tour Guide Dave Clark
will narrate during the ride along 66 from Indian Head Park to
Cicero and on into Chicago, and then he will lead participants
along Jackson Boulevard and Adam Street at the place where
the road began. The return trip will explore portions of US 34,
another original US highway that shared pavement with 66 in
Chicago.

Cost for the trip is $35 for an Elmhurst Art Museum mem-
ber/ $40 non-member. Reservations and payment must be made
by Friday, August 18 by calling 630.834.0202 x 16. Payments
are non-refundable after this date. The tour begins and ends
at the Museum, 150 Cottage Hill Avenue, Elmhurst, 1L 60126.
www.elmhurstartmuseum.org

Chicago is where the Roads Begin...

) Begin Your Mother Road Adventure
with a Guided Tour...

In the Loop on Route 66! @

e
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WHAT ASSOCIATION MEMBERS DO!

Part of a continuing series featuring Association members who contribute to the promotion, education,
and enjoyment of Route 66 in Illinois!

As the Story Goes

“As the Story Goes”, this is the title of a new book
written by John & Lenore Weiss. Most of you know
them as the author of the only Illinois Route 66 travel
guide. They have been actively involved with Route 66
for seventeen years.

For seven of those years they headed up the Illi-
nois Preservation Committee of this association. This
involvement has led to an explosion of interest in Route
66 and greatly increased tourism. During this time,
they have given many talks and bus tours of this his-
toric road. Many thousands of people have taken part.
During this time, participants have casually mentioned
numerous stories and quirky antidotes. John & Lenore
began writing some of the more unusual stories down
on scraps of paper. Others, like Ted Giovanozzi, gave
them some items he also collected.

They soon realized that this collection is the miss-
ing link. This is what gives the road and the preserved
structures some heart and soul.

“As the Story Goes” is “a unique collection of use-
less information that should not be lost to time.” They
said, “Unfortunately we have forgotten more then we
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have recorded.” But it’s not too late. They are aggres-
sively gathering more tidbits of humanity. They have
not tried to authenticate any of the printed stories. They
are written as they were heard, or as they experienced
them. That is why it is titled, As the Story Goes...

This 66-page booklet is available for $6.00 plus
$2.50 for tax, postage & handling directly from John &
Lenore, P. O. Box 616, Wilmington, IL 60481. Or visit
their website at www.il66authority.com.

Their popular speaking program tells the tale of
Route 66. This is accompanied by a slide show of what
travelers can experience on the Mother road today. John
& Lenore have spoken and performed in virtually every
state and several other countries. John has entertained
since the 1960s.

The very popular bus tours are provided for park
districts, banks, historical societies, and other groups
from Illinois and several other states. Each tour is cus-
tom designed. Some are historic others are shopping.
They do summer garden and winter holiday tours, all on
Route 66. This involvement brings tens of thousands
of dollars into the restaurants, motels, and mom & pop
shops and businesses along the road. This money would
not have found its way to Illinois” Route 66 if it weren’t
for the Weiss’.

The tour guide, Traveling the...NEW ROUTE 66
OF ILLINOIS is often referred to as the “bible” of 1li-
nois Route 66. Absolutely no one is more familiar with
the Illinois road then they are. The book is currently in
its fifth updated printing. Without this valuable book in
tourist’s hands, folks would miss 70% of the great sites
available in Illinois. Every book sold virtually guar-
antees increased involvement in our local attractions.
This leads to tourism dollars directly into the towns
along the road.

They are also the hosts of the Route 66 pavilion at
the huge Rock N’ Rods on Route 66 car show event and
exhibit in Bloomington on July 22 and 23. They also
help with the Cruise to Litchfield held on June 23 to 25.
John & Lenore firmly believe in the adage - “FIND A
NEED AND FILL IT!” There is no doubt that they are
doing a wonderful job of doing exactly that!



Summer Events at the Joliet Area Historical Museum

and the Route 66 Welcome Center
Route 66 Giants Paper Mache Workshop
Monday, July 10-Friday, July 14 10:00 a.m.-Noon

From the Gemini Giant in Wilmington to the Big Blue Whale in Catoosa, Oklahoma, the “giants” along Route 66 are
part of the attraction to this rustic road. In this workshop, students will learn about Route 66 by recreating some of the
“giants” that add to the mystique of the road. Students will have a brief lesson about Route 66 and then recreate one of
the giants on a miniature scale or design one of their own. They will also learn the basic elements of sculpture. Par-
ents please arrive at the Museum at 11:40 on July 14th for a mini art show and refreshments! Minimum participants/5
Maximum participants/12 Register early to save your space!

The cost of this program is $50 for Museum members and $65 for non-members. Advance registration and payment is
required by Monday, July 3. Call the Museum at 815-723-5201, ext. 235 or ext. 226.
WATCH FOR THESE EXCITING EVENTS!
Get Your Kicks on Route 66 Bus Tour with John and Lenore Weiss
Wednesday, August 9
Call the museum for information 815-723-5201, ext. 235 or 226
Coming This Fall - Date and Time to be announced
Historic Highways: Setting the Paths for Route 66 and the Lincoln Highway
Dr. Larry McClellan

Join us as we continue to explore the evolution of old roads to historic highways. In this presentation, Dr. Larry McClel-
lan will use historic photos, maps, and documents to trace the evolution of old roads to paved roads and the rise of both
the Lincoln Highway and Route 66. Dr. McClellan was a Professor of Sociology and Community Studies at Governors
State University. He continues to be actively involved in historical research on the region south of Chicago, focusing
particularly on the evolution of highways, the Underground Railroad, and regional history. The cost of this program is
FREE for Museum members, Route 66 Association of Illinois members, and Lincoln Highway Association members,
and $3 for non-members. Advance registration and payment is required and can be made by calling the Museum at 815-
723-5201, ext. 235 or 226.

Route 66 Bike Trail Guidebook Completed

by Ed Barsotti

Explore Americana and the “Mother Road” from
Chicago to St. Louis using League of Illinois Bicyclists
(LIB) new “Route 66 Trail User’s Guide”. Information

4 - for self-guided touring includes

\. cue sheets, maps, food, lodg-

'~ ing, bike repair, and Route

66 attractions. “With Amtrak

. stops along the way, you can

' bike all or part of the route

- and then take the train back,”
- said LIB’s Ed Barsotti.

The Illinois Department
of Natural Resources sponsored

the project to establish a mostly on-road, “interim” route
that can be used to explore Route 66 today. Over time,
the IDNR and local agencies along the way will refine
parts of the route through roadway improvements and
off-road trails.

The guide is available for download at www.
bikelib.org/route66 with printed copies from IDNR at
217-782-3715. Similar guides for the Grand Illinois
Trail (www.bikelib.org/trails/git, 217-782-3715) and
Illinois” Mississippi River Trail (www.bikelib.org/mrt,
on-line only) are available. For information contact:
League of Illinois Bicyclists - 2550 Cheshire Dr. - Au-
rora, IL 60504 - 630-978-0583
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IT'S A BIRTHDAY PARTY MOTOR TOUR!

By Tonya Pike

Join the Route 66 Association of Missouri as we
celebrate “80 years on Route 66 with our 17th An-
nual Motor Tour, September 8th, 9th, and 10th, 2006.
This year’s tour will be an east-to-west run, starting in
Litchfield, Illinois and ending in St. Robert, Missouri.
The festivities will kick off on Friday, September 8th,
with registration at the Comfort Inn in Litchfield, Il-
linois. The motel, which is located at 1010 E. Colum-
bian Boulevard N. in Litchfield, has a block of rooms
reserved which will be available for a discounted rate
of $60.00 per night. Call (217)324-9260 to make your
reservations, and be sure to mention you are with the
Route 66 Association of Missouri Motor Tour to get
the discounted rate. For those arriving early, there will
be some optional activities for the evening as well as
the normal roadie gathering in the registration area.

Tour registration will resume at 7:00 a.m. on Sat-
urday, September 9th, and the actual Motor Tour will
depart the motel promptly at 8 a.m. There will be a
poker run, with hands costing $5 each, for tour partici-
pants to play as they travel the route on Saturday, and
poker hands will be available for purchase at registra-
tion and before the Motor Tour leaves the motel Satur-
day morning. There will be recommended stops along
the tour route, but participants are encouraged to make
the tour at their own pace and select their own stops.

Recommended stops and other planned activi-
ties will be detailed in the Motor Tour Agenda Folder,
given out at the time of registration. All participants
are, however, encouraged to be at the Chain of Rocks
Bridge, on the Illinois side promptly by 11:45 a. m., so
that the Motor Tour can drive, caravan-style, across the

bridge from the east (Illinois side) to the west (Mis-
souri side). Saturday night the Motor Tour will stay
at Meramec Caverns at Staunton, Missouri. All 32
rooms available at the Meramec Caverns Motel have
been reserved for the Motor Tour and will be held un-
til August 15. Room rates will be $43.25 and $62.24,
depending on the number of occupants and availabil-
ity. Phone (573)468-3166 or 1-800-676-6105 for res-
ervations, and again, be sure to mention you are with
the Route 66 Association of Missouri Motor Tour to
receive the special rates. Other accommodations are
available in nearby Sullivan and St. Clair, Missouri.

The Saturday evening meal will be an informal
event, catered by the Meramec Caverns Restaurant,
and will be held in the restaurant in the park headquar-
ters. Sunday’s activities begin with a nondenomina-
tional worship service at 7:30 a.m. on the Cave's park
grounds. The Motor Tour will then proceed to Rolla,
Missouri promptly at 8:00 a.m. From Rolla, partici-
pants will travel on their own to the Country Kitchen
in St. Robert, Missouri, which will be the tour’s final
destination. The Country Kitchen is located at 379
Highway Z (old 66, behind McDonald’s). Tour par-
ticipants can purchase lunch there, and enjoy their ex-
cellent buffet. Final details, including times, planned
activities, and directions, will be detailed in the Motor
Tour Agenda Folder, given to participants at registra-
tion. For more information contact: Kip Welborn,
(314)776-7385, rudkip@sbcglobal.net or Jane Dippel,
(314)843-7132, vestaon66@cs.com or the Route 66
Association of Missouri’s web site, www.missouri66.
org .
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You're invited to “Take A Walk on Water.”

There will be some exciting summer events in 2006
where Historic Route 66 (Route 53) meets Route 102 at
North Water Street, in Downtown Wilmington.

The Wilmington Rotary Club will sponsor two
(2) Rotary Cruise Nights on North Water Street. The
first is scheduled on Saturday, June 24th — the second
is scheduled on Saturday, August 19th. The event will
take place from 6:00-9:00 p.m.

There will be special T-Shirts for the st 50 cars;
Dash Plaques for the 1st 100 cars and Trophies will be
awarded at 9:00 p.m.

Entry fee is $10.00 with all proceeds going to spon-
sor Rotary student scholarships, charitable and commu-
nity projects. For more information, contact Mike at
815-458-2962 between 5:00-10:00 p.m.

On Saturday, July Ist, North Water Street will host
a larger than large open air Flea Market and sidewalk
sale from 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. Lots of activities for the
kids while Mom & Dad check out the shops & booths.
For information on dealer space, contact Sherry at 815-
207-9559. Stick around for the Wilmington 4th of July
Fireworks Display that night in the South Island Park
beginning at sunset.

Watch for the announcement of the dates for the

Water Street Farmers Market offering a wide array of
garden fresh produce, herbs, flowers, etc. Current plans
call for Saturday or Sunday mornings from 8:00am —
12:00 noon beginning in early July and continuing into
the fall. Anyone looking to sell at the Farmers Market
are invited to call 815-476-7008.

Don’t forget the 8th Annual “CATFISH DAYS”
celebration, Daily from Thursday, July 20th thru Sunday
July 23rd. In addition to all the Catfish recipes available
at the local restaurants, there is the yearly Catfish fish-
ing contest on the Kankakee River, sensational outdoor
Laser Light Show, Carnival Rides, Games, Live Bands,
Refreshments and fun. Contact Marty Orr at 815-476-
7957 or www.catfishdays.com for more information.

In conjunction with Catfish Days will be the 2nd
Annual Motorcycle Show on North Water Street spon-
sored by Bike Wear in the Hobby Locker. Awards will
be given in Four (4) classes, including “Best Women’s
Bike” — Special Guests TBA. For information call
Mouse at 815-476-0129,

For more information on North Water Street or
Wilmington upcoming events, www.route66wilmington.
com or www.wilmington-il.com

Lauterbach Giant

by John and Lenore Weiss

In March, atornado devastated the small
Route 66 town of Jerome, Illinois. The com-
munity is a suburb of Springfield. Jerome is
also the home of the Lauterbach Giant.

During the storm, a section of roof from
an adjoining building was blown off and
struck the giant in the head. This completely
decapitated our friendly tire guy. Word of |8
this spread quickly.

We are happy to report that by now [Frmees
his repaired head should be reattached to
his body. A nearby auto body shop com-
pletely restored the fiberglass head. When
we passed by, the head was on the bed of
a truck ready to be remounted. However, a
sleet storm postponed this important task for |
a couple of days.

The headless Lauterbach Giant, photo
on left. Top photo, the Giants head
was restored and is ready to be placed
back upon the giant
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From Posen to Santa Fe Avenue or Route 66
by Kathleen ]. Miller
aka The Mother Road Widow

In January 2004, DH (damned or darling husband
depending on the day) said to me, “Let’s plan our dream
vacation!” Yippee! I thought to myself here we come that
long desired cruise of the Greek Isles, or maybe my dream
of visiting the Hawaiian Islands, I couldn’t wait to start
our plans! But no, we didn’t cruise the Greek Isles and
we didn’t hop from Hawaiian Island to Hawaiian Island,

Martin Zanzucchi with Johnny and Kathy Miller under the horseshoe
shaped entrance to the Museum Club

instead we drove from Chicago to Flagstaff on Route 66. 1
should of known!

You might ask why Flagstaft? How did that end
up being our destination? At the time, DH only had one
week for vacation certainly not enough time to drive Route
66 from Chicago to LA and back? So, how far can you
drive in one week and make it back to work on time? DH
planned and figured and decided that he can drive 3,200
miles round trip in ten days. That would lead us too Flag-
staff! 3,200 miles in ten days, that’s 320 miles a day, each
day, every day, for 10 days. Sounds like fun to some huh?
Well all I could think of was that’s like driving down to Ted
Drewes from Chicago everyday for ten days. Except, there
will not be any frozen custard waiting for me at my final
destination each day!

As we (I really mean me) prepared for the trip, plan-
ning what clothes to take, washing them and packing them,
DH had the oil changed on the car, had the car washed
and oh yes, he actually put gas in it himself. Somebody
got the short end of the preparing stick I won’t name any
names though (as I glare at DH). With our clothes packed,
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camera loaded, snacks in the car we were all ready and set,
“Let’s Go!” yelled DH in excitement. Off we went driving
through Illinois, did I mention it was still dark outside? 1
fell asleep.

We reached Springfield before sunrise. Rubbing my
eyes as I woke up, I turned and saw the Lauterbach Giant
realizing “Uh Oh, we’re not on I-55 we’re on the old Rte 4
alignment, this is going to be a long, long, day!” I smiled
courageously as he continued on too Flagstaff all the while
thinking, this is only day one!

As we drove along Route 66 I really enjoyed see-
ing all the sights I had only heard or read about, the Blue
Whale, the shoetree, then onward and into Texas past the
Big-Texan and stopping at the Mid-Point Café for lunch
and a piece of ugly crust pie! Riding in the car, day one,
day two driving up, climbing higher into the mountains,
and working our way to Flagstaff. Arriving in Flagstaff
DH told me that we had to go to the Museum Club. I like
museums this will be fun! Except that it’s not your typi-
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A street sign in Flagstaff that proudly displays “Route 66”

cal museum. You may be wondering what is the Museum
Club? This is a bar, not your usual bar but a museum and
a bar combined.

The Museum Club is owned and managed by Martin
Zanzucchi, it is located at 3404 E. Route 66 and you can
visit their website at www.museumclub.com. Notice the
address is Route 66, at one time it was called Santa Fe Av-
enue. All of this leads up to how the street became named
Route 66, that is the story I want to tell you.

Continued on next page



As we pulled up in front of the Museum Club, I saw it
was a huge building made of logs. The entry way was a tree
turned upside down, the shape reminded me of a horseshoe.
We walked through the front door and entered a huge bar/
museum with a most unusual stone fireplace greeting you
as you enter. The bartender turned and saw us, smiling and
waving she beckoned us closer. “Welcome to the Museum
Club!” she hollered with a smile that told us she was genu-
inely glad to see us. She eagerly made her way to the end
of the bar to meet us with a welcoming handshake as we
approached her, she had a smile that was warm and genuine
and she made us feel as if she was welcoming home old
friends, not two strangers from Chicago. DH introduced
us, telling her we were from Chicago and members of the
Route 66 Association of Illinois. She told us it was our
lucky day that the owner Martin was in. She called out to
Martin telling him he had visitors. Martin came out of the
office extending his hand in friendship, making us feel as
if he was just waiting for us to arrive. After introductions,
we presented him with a goody bag we had prepared for
such occasions as we trekked along Route 66. Martin ac-
cepted the treasures thanking us and asking us if we had a
few extra minutes, and offered us the “Nickel Tour” as he
called it.

The Museum Club has such a rich history as do all
the wonderful places on Route 66. Dating back to 1931
it was custom built by lumberjacks for the original owner
for price of room and board. The bar has a massive dance
floor and a large stage where many country western stars
have played this venue over the years. Oh, did I mention
the museum club came to Martin complete with ghosts?
Martin told us this place is haunted. The two previous
owners each died in the museum club, that’s right IN the
museum club. Martin told us they are frequent visitors as
ghostly cold drafts from nowhere and even as ghostly vi-
sions. They often make their presence known, (as I hum
eerie music sending chills down my spine).

As he showed us around the bar, he began to tell me
a most interesting story. In 1990, a woman approached
Martin and told him she was going to make a video with a
new technique called “high definition”. She wanted to use
his bar to film a video that would feature Ray Benson and
Asleep at the Wheel a well-known Texas swing band that
would be performing “Route 66 the song written by the
late Bobby Troupe and made famous by Nat King Cole.
Martin agreed to let his Museum Club be the location to
film this video. On the day of filming, Ray Benson and
the band arrived along with the director and the produc-
tion crew who set up the equipment for filming complete
with a fog machine for special effects. After setting up,
all the equipment they began taping, and taping, and tap-
ing, again and again. During the first five tapings when
they played the song everyone was singing and clapping

along with them, the next ten times the enthusiasm waned,
after 15 it started to get very old, after 20 tapings Mar-
tin stepped outside and sat on the steps under the large
horseshoe shaped tree. As he sat there he could hear them
singing and playing inside. After a long while it became
quiet, soon after Ray Benson exited the building coming
to sit beside Martin on the steps. As Ray sat down beside
Martin and he asked him, “Martin? Isn’t this Route 66?”
Martin responded that indeed it was Route 66. Ray then
asked him, “Why is it called Santa Fe Avenue? Why isn’t
it called Route 667 Martin was pondering this question
when Ray said to him, “I think it should be renamed to
Route 66, not Santa Fe Avenue, don’t you?”

This one single question “I think it should be renamed
to Route 66, not Santa Fe Avenue, don’t you?” caused this
one man to work to change a street name in Flagstaft, AZ.
Martin thought about this and decided he needed to act
upon it. He created a petition to change the name from

The sign outside of the Museum Club

Santa Fe Avenue to Route 66 and personally took his peti-
tion to each and every single business owner and resident
on Santa Fe Avenue for each of them to sign. Martin had
an overwhelming response of support.

With the petitions in hand, Martin went to the very
next city council meeting presenting them with the signed
petitions. The council voted seven to zero, 100% in fa-
vor of changing the street name designation from Santa Fe
Avenue to Route 66. But, and you know there is always
a “but”, this particular council was in session for the last
time and would be replaced with a new council at the next
meeting. They told Martin that it was only fair to let the
new council vote on this issue (sigh). Alas, Martin had to
once again present his proposal to the new council. Again,
the vote was seven to zero. EUREKA! Thanks to Ray
Benson for making the point, and to Martin Zanzucchi for
his persistence and dedication to Route 66, Santa Fe Av-
enue now officially named Route 66! Thank you Martin!
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Route 66 Jacket

. . . This special
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Route 66 Clocks Shields & Signs Route 66 Collectibles
Neon—Specialty—Air Filter Route 66, Betty Boop & More Wide Variety available

Unique Gifts and Collectibles

“‘)‘TJL\X MONDAY—SATURDAY: 10:00am—5:00pm
NEW SUNDAY HOURS: 10:00m—3:00pm

Cawmz is located one block North of Historic Route 66 (Route 53)
and Route 102 in "The Island City”

PROUD MEMBER - ROUTE 66 ASSOCIATION OF ILLINOIS

203 NORTH WATER STREET - WILMINGTON, IL 60481
815-476-7008 Toll Free 866-321-2269

Visit us online at: camzretro.com
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CookBook! With over 200 Reclpes

Make Check Payabie to: The Route 66 Association of llnois %
Name:

>
Address 1: 4' i}‘
Address 1: Oj‘s
City: State: Zip Code: %

Quantty Sub Total Shipping Total :4'
{$10.00 each) ($4.00 each) (Sub-total & Shipping)

Mail to:

Route 66 Assoc of IL Hall of Fame & Museum As featured on
1“:161;“;’00" KBzOK ORDER The Food Networks
Pontioc. IL 61764 EEC with EcbbYy Flay?
Route 66 Association of lllinois Membership Application i
E Mame: Annual Dues E
; General: $20 :
v Address: Family: $30 :
; Business: $s0 E
! Gty State: Zip Code: Foreign: $50 !
; Lifetune: $250 :
v Ilmno1s County (if applicable): U.S. funds only, please :'
: $35 fee for returned checks !
i Phone: E-Idail Send to: ;
: Membership !
E Interests in Route 66 Route 66 Assn of [llinois '
: Hall of Fame Museum E
: Attn: Marty Blitsteimn !
' 110 W. Howard St E
! How I can help: _~¥Pontiac, IL 61764 ;
: T Membership reis May § - April 30 )
! Send address changes and questions to IMembership at the address above or e-mail changes to blitz6é6(@ chicagonet net E
Name Badges! The Route 66 Associatio
RT. 88 ASS Only $8.00 shipping included.
8 ASSOCIATION OF ILLINDIS y ppIng Hall of Fame & Museum
ey Marty Blitstein ¢/o
The Route 66 Assoc of 1L Hall of Fame Museum Call US!
N 110 W. Howard 815-844-1L66
Pontiac, 11. 61764 (815-844-4566)

NOW AVAILABLE!
The Official Patch of the
Route 66 Association of Illinois

How to Order!
$5.00 each plus $1.00 S/H

Hand Each additional patch $5.00 & .50 cents S/H
Embroidered o 5 Gheie o Monsy Order Pagabls to
The Route 66 Association of Illinois
Iron On C/O Marty Bilecki
4200 Bargo Lane
Morris, IL 60450

-

-
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For information call Marty at: 815-941-3312
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Summer Quarterly Meeting
Sunday — July 16, 2006

Maverick Family $1732“9"Ch Buffet
49 per person

Steakhouse $1.49 for drink

1403 West Stamer Drive Plus Tax & Tip

Litchfield, Illinois

To RSVP or for more information

. contact: Kris Skinner

Board Meeting - 10:30 a.m. Montgomery County Board Member
Lunch br(?ak - Noon 217-324-8147 or by email at

General Meeting - 1:00 p.m. tourism@litchfield.com

NOTICE:

We need your help. Some of our members have complained about the late delivery of their
copies of The 66 News. Please send an email to ng9e@verizon.net giving us your name and the
date you received your copy of The 66 News in your mail box. Thanks for your help.

ROUTE 66 ASSOCIATION OF ILLINOIS Presorted
THE 86 NEWS e
U.S.Postage
2743 Veterans Parkway, #166 PAID
Springfield, IL 62704 Lincoln, IL
Permit No. 66
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An Apology

To all Hall of Fame members and motor tour participants as president of the associa-
tion and representing the motor tour committee, I wish to extend a sincere apology for the
disappointing Hall of Fame Banquet. Returning this year after a long absence to Lincoln,
IL the banquet was held at Aftershock. Aftershock was highly recommended by Lincoln
tourism. Due to circumstances that were beyond the control of the motor tour committee,
the disappointing evening included a lack of food and a lack of service provided as prom-
ised by Aftershock. This caused what was to be an exciting 80th anniversary celebration
to be a very unpleasant experience. I make a promise to all of you, as long as I remain
president of the association I will not allow a fiasco like this to ever happen again! Once
again, please accept my apology and I hope you continue to support the Route 66 Associa-
tion of Illinois in the future as you have in the past!

President’s Comments

The association is looking forward to an exciting fall and winter. We have many events
planned and I hope you will join us! Coming in October we resume our monthly events,
join us as we tour the Furrow Winery in El Paso and antique shop. Look for the details
of the monthly events in this newsletter. Also, in October make note of the annual fall
meeting and elections to be held at the Hall of Fame Museum in Pontiac. On November
11th we celebrate not only Veterans Day but will also celebrate the 80th Anniversary of
Route 66. Working in partnership with Pontiac Tourism and the Joliet Historical Museum
this will be an exciting event. In December, join us for the third annual Christmas in
Dwight!

Visit our website at www.il66assoc.org it’s a wealth of information!

Remember, gets your Kicks on Route 66.

Johnn¢ Miller

President, Route 66 Association of Illinois

Where is his

Behind the arrow sits a cash dona-
tion left behind for preservation.

Johnny, Kathy, Joe, Rosie and Lenore know!

(Answer on page 21)
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Preservation Moves Forward for Two Chicago 66 Landmarks
by David G. Clark

Historic preservation along Route 66 made the news
in Chicago in early August, as one building moved for-
ward towards acceptance on the National Register of His-
toric Places and another completed restoration.

scheduled for demolition. When the Hospital closed in
2002, original plans were for the entire structure to be
razed. The National Register nomination will next be
forwarded to the Illinois Historic Sites Advisory Coun-

As reported by Chicago Tribune staft re- 164
porter Johnathon E. Briggs on August 4, 2006, X
“Survival prospects for the shuttered and crum-
bling Cook County Hospital took a turn for the
better when the City Commission of Land-
marks found that the 92-year-old building met
two criteria for inclusion on the National Reg-
ister of Historic Places.”

Briggs notes that the Hospital, located at
1835 W. Harrison Street (south of Ogden Av-

URVEY CO. PHOTO BANAGO

Cook County Hospital, Chicago
- / g R

County Hospital Main Bldg.
Men's Hospital

Children’s Hospital

Power Plant and Laundry
Contagious Hospital
Nurses Home

Tubercular Hospital

Cook County Morgue
Psychopathic Hospital
Illinois Research Group
Chicago Dental School
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gothic details on the facade are considered beautiful by some, ghast-
ly by others. No one disputes the historic significance of the building.
Photo by author.

enue/Route 66 near 1-290) was the site of the nation’s
first blood bank and trauma center, and was significant in
advancing the fields of pathology and emergency medi-
cine. It was built in 1914, and from the 1920s through the
1950s, it was the largest medical institution in the world.
It has been dubbed “Chicago’s Statue of Liberty,” since it
served the needs of so many indigent immigrants during
the first decades of the 20th Century. Although some con-
sider its imposing gothic fagade to be overdone, Tribune
architecture critic Blair Kamin described the hospital as
“a sumptuous classical monument that symbolizes com-
passionate care for the poor.”

Cook County has plans to reuse the main build-
ing. Four attached pavilions, which were added later, are
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1938 Curt Teich aerial view postcard of Cook County Hospital. The coun-
ty proposes to preserve and re-use the front section of the building, and
to demolish the pavilions that project toward the back. The structures
marked as 2, 3, and 4 in the postcard would also be razed. Card in au-
thor’s collection.
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The Art Deco facade of the 1930 Board of Trade Building includes
carved stone sculptures above the main entrance. The Native Ameri-
can figures on either side of the clock are holding wheat and corn,
two of the commodities traded on the floor of the exchange. The
entire limestone exterior of the building was cleaned and repaired
during the restoration just completed. Photo by author.

cil. Briggs writes that a listing on the National Register
does not guarantee against demolition, “but it would of-
fer a significant financial incentive for developers™, in
the form an estimated $12 million tax credit for reha-

Continued on Page 5



Continued from Page 4 Preservation Moves

bilitation costs. The good news is that the County Board,
which originally wanted complete demolition, is now on
board to keep the main building intact.

Also reported in the Chicago Tribune, a “meticu-
lous $20 million restoration™ has just been completed on
the Chicago Board of Trade Building (On Jackson Blvd/
Route 66 at LaSalle Street). Says Blair Kamin, “Its In-
diana limestone exterior has been repaired and carefully
washed. And its interior public spaces have been brought
back to their original grandeur, especially the stunning
three-story arcade, where new lighting accentuates the
jaw-dropping, Jazz Age drama” (“Deco Resurrection,” 6
August 2006).

Over the last two decades, the Board of Trade had
concentrated on constructing additions to the original
building and moving most of their operations into adjoin-
ing structures. This has left much of their former space
in the original building empty and in need of adaptation
for re-use. The restoration project is part of their plan to
entice new office space rental in the historic property.

Members of the Route 66 Association of Illinois
who would like to view the Board of Trade restoration
can join me on my regular walking tours of Route 66
through Chicago. All of the Windy City Road Warrior
walking tours begin in the plaza next to the Board of
Trade and visit the renovated lobby on weekdays, when
it is open to the public.

More information about both the Chicago Board of
Trade and Cook County Hospital is available in my new-
ly-published book, Exploring Route 66 in Chicagoland.
You can order the book or learn more about my tours on
my website, www.windycityroadwarrior.com, or call me
at 312-432-1284.

Postcard view of the Board of Trade building at the south end of the
LaSalle Street Canyon. The card is postmarked 1969; the blurb on
the pack states that it is ““44 stories high and one of the tallest build-
ings in Chicago,” implying that the card was published after 1960,
when the CBOT was eclipsed as Chicago’s tallest. Cameo Greeting
Cards, Chicago, from the author’s collection.

The Questers

The Questers is an international, nonprofit organiza-
tion which has two purposes. One is to educate by research
and study of antiques. The second is to donate funds to the
preservation and restoration of artifacts, existing memorials,
historic buildings, landmarks, and educational purposes. In
[llinois there are 57 chapters which hosted the International
Quester Convention in April 2006. At this convention State
President Judy Otis, a member of the Route 66 Association
of Illinois, announced the State Project of donating $500 to
restore a portion of the pedestrian tunnel under Route 66 in
Odell, Illinois. Unearthing four stairs and installing a 1934
matching railing in May provided a glimpse into a piece of
Route 66 history. This project fulfilled both Quester pur-
poses.

The Questers founded in 1944, accomplishes its
goals through meetings, fundraising, and preservation and
restoration projects. Membership is made up of both men
and women and the chapters usually meet in the home or
local history museum. People gather to gain new friend-
ships, discuss the fascinating topics of antiques and history,
and to share their collections and personal knowledge with
others. The Illinois State President and her husband shared
a power-point presentation on Route 66 to the many partic-
ipants at the International Quester Conv<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>